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PREFACE

Far years | have been a Ferrari fan. When the Porsches
stopped being the litthe guys they suddenly became the Bad
Guys; tirst the 308 beat the Ferrari 312P and then the 917
put the 5125 and 512M down in race after race. My grudg-
ing respact for the Porsches gradually turned into en-
thusiasm as | learned more and mare about the labulous
M7 in all its many guises, from the unsorted Group 4
coupes of 1969 to the 800-bhp turbocharged Can-Am spy-
dars of 1972

In all. about 46 of the 917s have been built. There have
been at least seven distinct versions of the engine (eight, if
yvou include the still-unraced 16-cylindar!) and nearly 20
variations on the bodywork. By my count, as this is written,
9173 have competed in 90 races—everything from Le Mans
to some decidedly small-time evenis—and have won 34 of
tharm, in the hands of 18 racing teams—warks, semi-works
and independent. If you count only events in the Inter-
national Championship for Makes, then Porsche 917s ran
in 24 of them and won 15, Porsche 908s won four of the
others, 5o the Stuttgart firm really only l0s! five races during
the 917's 2%-year career in championship spors car rac-
ing. Tha English-based J. W -Gulf team won eleven 917 vic-
tores lor Porsche, with the factory leam winning one in
1969, the Salzburg branch one in 1970, and Martini Inter-
natonal two in 1971.

Porsche spent plenty of money 1o achieve these re-
sults—approximately $5.5 milion, which would make each
917 worth about $125,000. In 1969 the cars were offered
to customers at about $39,000 each, by 1971 a race-ready
917K was 578,000, and this year you can pay 590,000 for a
710 or 5124000 for a turbocharged 917/10K. Ob-
viously, Porsche has recouped only a fraction of its ex-
pensas, but how much has the publicity and the regutation
for engineering excellence been worth? Ferdinand Piech,
naphew of Ferry Porsche and the chief proponeant of the all-
oul racing program, hasn't bean able to say how much the
917 has helped 1o sell Porsche road cars, and one wonders
how much of the research cost has been passed on to 911
buyers. But they should pay it willingly, for more than any
other make, Porsche road cars have banefitad irom racing
technology. The power play at Porsche has been resolved,
with the Porsche and Pigch families sharing a large holding
company and direction of the Porsche factory baing taken
aver by Ernst Fuhrmann (technical) and Heinz Branitzki
{eommercial).

Ferrari did a Porsche-act in 1972, winning all ten of the
championship sports car races it enlered, but Porsche is
busy in Intersere and Can-Am racing. We haven’t heard
the last of the 917 by a long way.

Peter Hinsdale
August 1972






O17: CONSTRUCTION
AND HOMOLOGATION

For twenty years Porsche had been the smaller contestant in many
David vs. Goliath sports car battles. Competing against such makes as
Ferrari, Jaguar, Mercedes-Benz, Maserati, Aston Martin, Ford and Chap-
arral, all with much greater displacement and power, the Farsches were
extremely fast and very reliable, placing high and occasionally winning
when the igger machinery broke down.

But Porsche engine size was gradually increasing, from 1.1-liter fours
in the early 1950s through 1.5, 1.6 and finally 2.0 liters by the early 1960s.
The first signs that Porsche was really serious about overall victories weare
the six and eight-cylinder 2.0 and 2_2-liter racing engines and probably
the most significant design of all was the 3.0-liter eight-cylinder 908 intro
duced in 1968, the year the FIA reduced the Prototype capacity limit to
that size, excluding the g cars that had dominated the championship.
To accommodate the numerous privately-owned Ford GT-40s, Ferrari
275 LMs and Chevrolet-powered Lolas, the FIA devised a new Group 4,
for Sports Cars of which 25 units had been constructed in one year,. Fords
entered by JW.-Gulf narrowly defeated Porsche, 45 1o 42 points, in the
1968 championship

Some heavy thinking in Stuttgart led to a startling new car for 1969
It money were available to build the required 25 machines, Porsche rea-
soned, why couldn't a "908-and-a-half"—a 12-cylinder, 4.5-liter car using
existing engine and chassis technology—be built in a very short time? The
result, the 917, appeared at the Geneva show in March and by April 21
the twenty-five 9175 had been built and homologated in Group 4 as of
May 1 by the FIA, Looking very much like a fatter 908 coupe with its
cockpit moved ahead to make room for the extra four cylinders, the 917
ncorporated the general layout, engine design, space-frame construc-
tion ancd fiberglass bodywork of the 3-liter car. The major innovation was
the central power train between the front six and rear six cylinders. Its
first outing was the Le Mans test session at the end of April.

Thirtean of the first fwenfy-five 9175 can be sean under cansfruchion in this view of the
axparmantal shap, The muih-tubular alummnom frames and bonded fiberglass body panals
are apparent; the cars in the hackground already have their 4 5-fer engings instalied

Linad up oulside the factory for FIA inspechion, ail 25
Group 4 Porsches— 1125 iters and over 13,000 bhp! The
frant car want fo (Genava, the next bwo o Le Mans fnals

Al the Genewva show the 317 stariied a pubhc which
thought the 3. 0-iter Porsche was “big™. The car
ran only at Le Mans in the long-lfailed form shown.



O17: LE MANS TRIALS,
DISAPPOINTING RACES

The 917's relatively quick design and construction put it on the track in
a hurry but it meant that a longer than usual development (by Porsche
standards) lay ahead of it. At the Le Mans test days on March 29-30, one of
the two Langheck (long-tail) 917s which turned up had no difficulty in set-
ting the fastest time (Rolf Stommelen, 3:30.7, 142.9 mph), but this was on
a smooth, fast circuit and with 520 bhp available—about 100 more than the
3-liter Prototypes. Now Porsche played the role of Goliath! On the second
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day the plastic rear window broke up and was sucked into the engine fan
with expensive results but no injury to Stommelen.

The car's first race was the Spa 1000-Km, the two entries having Kurz,
or shori-tailed, bodies. It was notable that on the dangerously winding Bel-
gian circuit none of the team drivers was eager fo race the twitchy, un-
sorted 917, the Jo Siffert/Brian Redman entry being transferred to a more
manageable 908, even after Siffert had done the fastest practice lap—
working very hard— in a 917 (3:41.9, about 7 seconds better than his 908

time). Udo Schiitz/Gerhard Mitter, who managed only a 4:06.1 time with
their 917, ran just one lap of the race before creeping into the pits with
valve-spring failure. It was not a satisfactory debut, to say the least. The
Siffert/Redman 908 won the race, beating the 2nd-place Ferrari 312P of




In the Le Mans frals the 917 Langheck was easily the fastes!
car. Note the lower bulges and extra fins, only experimenial.

A single short-tafled 917, driven by
Piper and Gardner, complghed 1000 km
at the Nirburgring but finished th,
humbiled by more agile 3.0-Mer cars
—and a Ford GT-40. The nose planes
were used for most of the 1969 races

The 917 s firsl race was al Spa-Francarchamps. not
a good place for an unsorted car. I went one 3p

Pedro Rodriguez and David Piper—both future 917 drivers of some note—
while two more 908s were 3rd and 4th. Siffert's lap record in the race was
3:37.1, so the 908 was clearly the best choice for the race. Mo real devel-
opment had yet been done on the chassis of the 917, still basically a 908
with too much power, even though Siffert found that he could handle it rea-
sonably well.

If the 917 was tricky at Spa, it was even less suited to the demanding
MNurburgring, where it had its second race. Three 917s had been entered,
but again the drivers preferred not to race them. Only one big Porsche
started, shared by Frank Gardner/David Piper, who had not gone very
quickly in practice during their familiarization laps, complaining about the
brakes and not liking the roadholding. The car had been qualified at 8:37.8

when Hubert Hahne/ Dieter Quester were trying it; this compared with Sif-
fert's 908 time of 8:00.2 and the best Group 4 time of 8:30.1, set by Jo
Bonnier's Lola.

Early in the race the 917 ran in 15th place, behind even the 2.0-liter
Abarths, but the attrition of the 1000-km event allowed it to finish a reason-
ably honorable 8th, behind five Porsche 908s, a Ford GT-40 which won
the Group 4 category, and a 2.0-liter Alfa 33. The 917 was clearly not
suited to the 'Ring. It had been built with the upcoming Le Mans 24-hour
race in mind; it was there that the Group 4 J. W. Ford had spoiled
Porsche's championship hopes in 1968, as well as robbing the German
firm of an expected victory. The new 917 was designed to dominate Le
Mans; its high maximum speed would give it a great advantage.



O917: TWENTY-ONE HOURS BT
AT LE MANS

Porsche's performances at Le Mans had always been impressive:
among the better finishes were 4th in 1955 with a 4-cylinder 1.5-liter Spy-
der, 3rd in 1958 with a 1.6 RSK and 4th places in 1965 and 1966 with -
cylinder 2.0-liter cars, a 904 and a Carrera 6. In 1967 Porsche took 5th
with a highly-streamlined 907 coupe and the next year a similar car with an
8-cylinder 2.2-liter engine was 2nd ahead of a 3.0-liter 908,

In 1969 Porsche came to Le Mans with a seemingly unbeatable team:
three 908 coupes, a 908 Spyder and two of the long-tailed, 12-cylinder
4.5-liter 917s. A third 917 was privately entered by John Woolfe. There
was a controversy over the legality of the 9175 tail-mounted horizontal
flaps, operated by rear suspension loadings as described in the Technical
Section of this book. Porsche pointed out that the cars had been homolo-
gated in this form. By the end of the practice period, after the works 917s of
Rolf Stommelen/Kurt Ahrens and Vic Elford / Dick Attwood had set the two
best times at 3:22.9 and 3:26.7, it was agreed that the car could run as
homologated. The 917's best lap represented an average of almost 150
mph, with & maximum on the long straightaway of 236 mph. The Woolfe
917 was qualified 11th fastest, at 3:35.8, by Ahrens.

This car, driven by Woolfe, who had little experience at the speeds of
which it was capable and lacked the sensitivity to its handling that had
been developed by the works drivers, crashed on the first lap. The 917 was
totally destroyed and Woolle died within minutes. Stommelen and Elford
held the first two positions initially, but the latter had to stop on lap 6 to
close his door, which had not shut properly in the haste of the Le Mans
start, and again a few laps later to replace a tire that had started to chunk.

Ahrens took over from Stommelen at the first-hour stop for fuel and
tires and came right in again with an oil leak in the crankcase. This could
not be cured and the car gradually dropped back as it ran at reduced rpm,
putting oil on its clutch and burning up several exhaust systems. It finally
retired twelve hours later,

At the two-hour point Siffert's 908 Spyder led the Elford/ Attwood 917

The hefty 12-cyfindar on a Le Mans garage fioor, In 1969 the
rear six pipes exited in back, the other six al the car's sides.

The 9175 tail laps were questioned by the scrulineers but
rhey had baen hamologaled and the car was safer with them,
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at four hours the 917 was ahead after the smaller car had dropped out with
a damaged gearbox. For the next sixteen hours Elford and Attwood held a
tirm lead, lapping at nearly 140 mph and averaging 127 mph, including
stops. Al the 20th hour a Porsche victory seemed a certainty—until Att-
wood brought the 817 into the pits with a badly slipping clutch. Oil from the
split gearbox housing was leaking on to the plates and Ahrens could only
be sent off again to trundle around slowly, giving up his B-lap lead over the
2nd-place JW. Ford GT-40 of Jacky lckx/Jackie Oliver. At exactly the
twenty-one-hour mark it was all over for the 917, the gearbox gave up and
the car was pushed away.

After a long, steady run the 917 had failed in its first attempt at its pri-
mary job: winning Le Mans. Yet Porsche very nearly won the 1969 race
after all. A 908 driven by Gerard Larrousse and Hans Herrmann battled
(Grand Prix-style with the leading Ford for the last three hours, It lost, by
one second. A painfully small margin for Porsche after 24 hours and 3000
miles of racing

Vic Elford set the fastest lap in the race at 3:27.2, equal to 145.5 mph
and a new record at Le Mans. Elford, one of those fine long-distance sports
car drivers like Siffert and Rodriguez who could drive anything as fast as it
would go without mistreating it, now had more racing miles in the 917 than
any driver. While the car still didn’t take kindly to changing its line once
committed 1o a corner, Elford was no longer critical of the handling. The
main problem was now keeping the engines and gearboxes together and
the oil inside, instead of on the clutches. This was the sort of problem
Porsche could deal with easily, especially with two months before the next
race, at the Osterreichring in Austria. But there was a financial problem—
Porsche was spending too much going to races—and Le Mans was ac-
tually the last race with official works entries. From then on, the 817 would
be entered by private leams receiving faciory assistance.

Eiford had a minor incident at the
Arnage corner, going off the road
without any damage. Sfommelen’s
917, tratling smoke as it goes by,
finally retired with an oil leak
Gvng past the amusemant center af dusk, Eford’s
wading 317 becomes ghostly, anly its headlights and
Wiuminated number glowing, Al during the night
and mos! of the following marning the car, shared
by Affwood, was in firm command of the race
By mig-marning Sunday the Effard;
Aftwood 917 led by six laps, but
if was froubled by an odled clutch
and dropped out with gearbox damage
with only three hours 1o go.
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O917: VICTORY AT
OSTERREICHRING

On speed alone the 917 had deserved to win Le Mans; its reliability
was being improved and so was the handling—or had the better drivers just
gotten the hang of it? The 15-inch wide rear wheels for the Austrian 1000-
km race were certainly an improvement over the 12-inch nms, while the
brakes were enlarged and better ventilated. The 917 was faster than the
Group 4 opposition but J. W_-Gulf—that team again—showed up with its
Mirage-Ford 3.0-liter Group 6 Prototype and promptly set the fastest prac-
tice time; Siffert's best of 1:48.1 was a half-second slower. His car, shared

by Ahrens, was “privately’ entered by Karl von Wendt; a second 917 for
Attwood and Brian Redman was entered by Piper. But both cars were at-
tended by the full Porsche staff and overseen by director Ferdinand Pigch,
engineering chigf Helmuth Bott and team manager Rico Steinemann.

Siffert’s 917 and Ickx' Mirage fought in the early laps before the latter
moved clearly ahead and stayed there until mid-race when put out by a
broken steering column. A Matra then led briefly until it crashed, putting
Sitftert/Ahrens in front again. The Porsche had fuel-feed and restarting
problems during its pit stops but it drove off from its last stop with a 1-min-
ute lead over the 2nd-place Lola; the Attwood/Redman 917 was 3rd. So it
was reliability that gave the 917 its first victory, rather than speed, but the
design had become raceworthy, with much improved handling. The pros-
pects tor 1970 looked very good.







O917: SIFFERT’S FIRST
CAN-AM SEASON

Porsche/Audi, the American distributor for the two German makes,
tormed an arrangement with Jo Siffert and the Porsche factory to run a
mildly modified spyder version of the 1969 Group 4.car in the Can-Am
series, and Richie Ginther was employed as team manager. Without build-
ing an all-new car, it was only possible to take slight advantage of the
different regulations in Group 7. By omitting the roof and shortening the
tail, the frontal area and weight were reduced (the latter by only 60
pounds), while the engine could be more highly tuned for the shorter

The 917PA Spyder was built in the summer of 1969, its direct conversion from a Group 4 coupe
could not take much advantage of Can-Am reguiations but its power oulput was raised fo 580 bhp

During the senes louvers were added to the engine cover and high aerodynamic tabs fitted to the tail. Here Siffer! leads Amaon (hidden) and Motschenbacher in the Laguna Seca race
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events, producing 580 bhp at 8500 rpm. This was far less than the big V-8
outputs, however, 50 the 917PA (Porsche/ Audi) would need reliability and
Siffert’s driving ability for good placings.

Both of these contributed to an excellent season. In the seven Can-
Ams it ran, the 917PA scored a 3rd, three 4ths and a 5th place, with two
retirements. The 50 points earned by the 917, plus 6 from Sifferl's 6th
place in the Watkins Glen Can-Am with a 908, were only exceeded by the
two works McLarens and the Lola of Chuck Parsons, who had run in all
eleven events. The Porsche’s retirements came at Elkhart Lake (over
revved from a missed shitt caused by a troublesome linkage) and Riverside
(black-flagged because of excessive oil loss),

The car went steadily to a 4th-place finish in its first race at Mid-Ohio
For Bridgehampton the gearbox was converted to a 4-speed with wider ra-

tios and a better shift linkage; Sitfert had his best race, finishing 3rd on the
same lap with the McLarens. In the Michigan Can-Am the shaft driving the
coaling fan broke, so Siffert had to watch his temperature gauge very
closely for two-thirds of the race to finish 4th behind three team MclLarens
The Laguna Seca Can-Am was an uneventful drive into 5th place, one lap
down, Siffert was again 4th in the final Texas event.

In qualifying the Porsche was usually about seventh fastest, and its re-
liability made it three places better than that in most of the races and in the
final standings. It was never expected to win a Can-Am, but considering its
relatively heavy chassis and moderate enging power, it could hardly have
done better. The handling was excellent all season and no important
changes were made, although some experimentation was done with the
height of the rear spoiler and with the nose shape

Al Riverside a new nose, lower and more pointed, was used. Siffer! refired, but affer the final Can-Am in Texas his point total from only 8 races was 56, enough to place him 4th.

‘v
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O917: ENTER JOHN WYER
AND J.W. AUTOMOTIVE

Rico Steinemann, 8 Porsche driver af Le Mans in 1968 and feam manager
there in 1969, talks fo the man who beal him both times: John Wyer.
Porsche, having had enough J. W.-Gulf opposifion by the end of the 1969
season, decided thal Wyer showid be working with them, seffing up a

new, semi-independent feam with Wyer management and Gulf sponsorship.

At the end of September 1969, Porsche announced an official “with-
drawal'" from sports car racing, indicating that the 917 would be raced in
1970 by J. W. Automotive Engineering Ltd., wearing the colors of Gulf Qil,
John Wyer's sponsors. This did not mean that factory development of the
car would be lessened; as it turned out, a tremendous amount of engineer-
ing time was lavished on the 917 project in cooperation with J. W.’s race-
track program. Two cars were to be raced in the Group 5 category (former
Group 4) at each event in the International Championship.for Makes. In all,
seven 917s were handed over to J. W. for race-preparation and festing.




David Yorke was the team manager, while three experienced drivers, Sif-
fert, Redman and Pedro Rodriguez, were joined by a relative newcomer,
Leo Kinnunen of Finland.

There were good reasons for the decision, For several years Porsche
had spent huge sums campaigning its cars as a works team and the small
firm could not support this level of participation indefinitely, so the shifting
of the actual racing costs to an independent team and its sponsor was
helpful. The Stuttgart firm had also found that racing against J. W.-Gulf was
tough work at best, especially at Le Mans. And while Wyer's men were

d e of
biue and
W. newver
af form. During lests at

4 \ 1 front o bad
17K (new Group 5), 917PA (Group |

fat- Spyder and S08LH coupe (Group B), 914/6
h much fnew Group 4). 9115 Monte Carlo (rally)
el stabilify. 97115 racing (Group 4) and 91 1R (rally)

Oin the 317K (Kurz, or shorl) developed with Wyer, Porsche incarporated revised

W withou! ihe plashic rear window.

busy gathering practical data on the track, Porsche engineers could con-
centrate on pure engineering. The process could work both ways: On the
one hand, Porsche could design and fabricate the pieces J. W. needed to
make the cars more raceworthy; on the other, J. W. could test under real
conditions some of the thearetical improvements proposed by the factory.
As an example of the former, J. W. tests at Osterreichring produced a
shorer, simpler tail section which gave more downforce and transformed
the 917 into a very stable car at all racing speeds. This version was known
asthe 917K.




O917: PIPER IN JAPAN, |
AFRICA AND ARGENTINA

David Piper was the first private entrant to race a 917 effectively and as
such he enjoyed a certain amount of factory cooperation. In the Fall and
Winter of 1969-70 he raced on three continents. In the Japanesa GP his
co-driver Jo Siffert led in the early stages, but the Group 7 cars from Nissan |
and Toyota captured the first five places with their 6.0-liter V-12 and
5.0-liter V-8 cars and Siffert/Piper finished 6th

Steinemann supervises a pif stop in the Japanese GFP for the Siferl/ Piper B Ser husties ihe car
along the straight and later walches his ieammale drive. Thay ware Bih Bahnd e Japanese Group 5 cars.




At Kyalami in South Africa, the car was distinguished from its earlier
short-tailed form by a modified rear deck, a compromise anticipating the
917K configuration. Sharing the car with Attwood, Piper won despite two
setbacks. In practice a cracked crankcase had to be welded twice and in
the race the car was penalized two laps because Attwood had driven seven
minutes more than the regulation two hours on one of his turns. But the
917 beat the 2nd-place Lola by three laps.

In Argentina in January the car, now with the 917K tail, had no luck in
either the Buenos Aires 1000-Km or 200-Mile races. Co-driven by Red-
rman, the 917 retired with tire trouble in the first event and with gear-selec-
tor failure in the second.

Al Kyalami, where i won, the Piper /Aftwood 317 had The Piper car, with new 917K fail, was
& modified fal, & compromise betwean old and naw. fast but retired in both Argentine races,

PERFLGL GIRCLE w
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O17: WYER PORSCHES
DOMINATE DAYTONA

The J. W.-Porsche combination did exactly what it was supposed to do
in the 1970 Daytona 24-hour race. In their first confrontation with Ferrari's
Group 5 car, the 5125, the J. W. 917Ks took the first two places. Admit-
tedly benefiting from nearly a season’s advance development over the
Ferraris, the 9175 dominated the event, although Mario Andretti was able

to qualify his Ferrari fastest and to work the car up to 2nd place at the 18-
hour mark.

Rodriguez/Kinnunen were the winners, with the brilliant Mexican
doing the lion's share of the driving. The second Gulf car of Sif-
fert/Redman, delayed by a long stop to repair the rear brakes (damaged
when a tire burst), eventually finished 2nd ahead of the Andretti/Merzario/
lckx 5125, which also had a long delay, with rear-suspension and chassis
breakage. A third 917K, entered by Porsche Salzburg, the firm's Austrian
branch, had multiple troubles, including a brush with the wall when a
shock absorber broke, and finally retired.

With a Ferrar 5125 just
behind tham, the two J. W
91 7Ks of Siffert / Redman
and Rodriguez / Kinnunen
lead at Daytona. They
finished 1-2 in reverse
order; a Ferrarn was Jrd

In wictary lane with a
meéchanic perched on ong
fender, the 917 is only
shightly airty from 24
hours of racing at a 115-
mph average. Rodriguez
can just ba sean nside.

Paorsche Konstruktionan KG, Salzburg, entered this
white and red 917 for ENord/ Ahrens; they rédined.







O917: BADLY BEATEN
BY FERRARI AT SEBRING

The 1970 Sebring race was one in which the car with the fewest trou-
bles won, and it was a Ferrari 5125 driven by Mario Andretti. He beat the
Porsche 908 of Peter Revson/ Steve McQueen by a half-mile after the 12
hours, with the 3rd-place Alfa only a lap behind,

It was not a good race for the 917s. Four were entered, two by J. W.
and two by Salzburg (in blue and white Porsche/ Audi colors). Again An-
dretti qualified faster than the 9175 and again the Porsches set the early
pace, but both J. W. cars had delays (the studs holding the new-type front
hub and bearing assembly stretched, causing a failure on the Sif-
fert/Redman car), the Hans Herrmann/Rudi Lins Salzburg car was over-
revved, and Vic Elford had a crash, precipitated by a Fiat, putting his Salz-
burg 917 out, At 6 hours three Ialian cars led but by the 9-hour point
Rodriguez /Kinnunen had worked up to 2nd and when the An-
dretti/Merzario Ferrari gave up, the J. W. car led. Ten minutes from the end
the 917 had the same hub failure that delayed Siffert/Redman and the lg-
nazio Giunti/Nino Vaccarella Ferrari, now taken over by Andretti, won the

| race. Rodriguez/Kinnunen/Siffert were 4th while the Siffert/Redman.
Kinnunen car retired with yet another hub failure.

Nothing but frouble at Sebring: The 917 of
The Austrian team brought two 91 7Ks, which were Siftert/ Redman / Kinnunen was dalfayed for
entered by the U5, Porsche/ Audi organization, replacemeant af the newly-designed frant hub
assembly and later eliminated when another
failure occurred near the end of the race.

It had led during the first few hours

The Rodriguez / Kinnunen/ Siffert 917 was
alzo a vichim of the frant hub faiure; i
happened fen minutes from the end of the
race when the car was lmading and put it
back o 4th place, behind a Ferrari 5125,
a Porsche 908 and an Alfa Rameo 33

The Porsche s Audi-entered 917 of Elford
A."I."F:."l.i Wwas alrminateg Dt?f{_";_"{l e :i. f;,r;.h_r
mark in a crash with a 911 caused by an

effalically-driven Fial. The leff rear
suspension and wheel

! were forn off:
Elfard limped info the pits 1o relire
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O917: A NEW LANGHECK
PRACTICES FOR LE MANS

Extremely serious about winning Le Mans, Porsche sent two cars to
the pre-race trials held on April 11, the day before the Brands Hatch 1000-
Km race. Both were for J. W. Automotive but were obviously factory test
machines, painted white overall. One car was a more or less standard
917K, which set the fastest time of the session, driven by Redman, at
3:33.5 This was a half second faster than the long-tailed Ferrari 5125
driven by Jacky lckx.

The second 917 had a completely new long-tailed aerodynamic body.
The center section of the car was standard but the nose was lower with
fuller headlight fairings, the oil radiator ducting was split to pass the air
around the windshield (as on the original 1969 cars), and a long swooping
tail with two vertical fins was fitted. A plastic rear window again enclosed
the engine but a large hole just behind it was provided to let air out. The
most interesting feature of the car, while only a test device, was the body-
lift measuring rod which protruded vertically beside the windshield.
Mounted on the suspension, it gave an indication of the amount of lift the
body was subjected to at high speeds. Driven by Herbert Linge at the trials,
the Langheck was not taken past 190 mph 50 its lap times were not in-
dicative of its potential. Itis interesting, however, 1o note the changes made
to this body tor the race: an uncovered engine compartment and a hori-
zontal wing between the fins (see pages 32-37). With these modifications
the 917LH was expected to be the fastest car.

1970 Langhack from above: The new nose, the - Fram the side the long, finned
measurng device baside (he windshield a = rear fenders are no r. When
hore beh the enging are apparent, as well as these photos were taken the body
the test instrumeantalion faped to the infake surfacing was st unfinshed,
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917: REVENGE IN THE
RAIN AT BRANDS HATCH

The five 917s (two regular entries each from J. W. Engineering and
Porsche Salzburg, plus David Piper's newly-painted orange car) which ap-
peared for the BOAC 1000-Km at Brands Hatch seemed little changed ex-
ternally but in fact the semi-works cars had many detail modifications. By
careful paring, the weight was reduced to approximately 1900 Ib, while the
Sebring-type hubs were understandably replaced with the previous stub-
axle type. The new 4 9-liter engine was not ready but power outputs from
550-570 bhp were quoted for the 4.5 units. Because Kurt Ahrens had been
slightly injured in a crash while testing a long-tailed Le Mans prototype in
Germany (similar to that driven by Linge in France), his place on the Salz-
burg team was taken by Denis Hulme,

The Ferraris proved marginally faster in practice, the Chris
Amon/Arturo Merzario and lckx/ Oliver 5125 machines sharing the front
row with the Elford /Hulme 917, a brand-new car still in white primer. The
twisty Brands Hatch circuit favored the smaller cars, so the Sif-
fert/Redman, Rodriguez /Kinnunen and Attwood/Herrmann 9175 had to

start from second, third and fourth row positions along with the 3.0-liter
cars—two Matras, the Alfa Romeo 33/3 and the well-driven AAW Porsche
908 of Gijs Van Lennep/Hans Laine. Piper's 917 broke a camshaft in prac-
tice and did not start.

Rain was falling steadily as the race began; Elford put the most power
on the road to lead the Ferraris initially, but Ickx was ahead on lap 2. By lap
7 the order was Ferrari, Parsche, Ferrari, Matra, Porsche; Rodriguez (in 5th
place after being black-flagged and having to stop at his pit for driving too
enthusiastically during a yellow flag) seemed to ignore the treacherously
wet track and charged after the leaders. The fastest Ferrari had a series of
frustrating electrical and windshield-wiper troubles, Ickx lost the lead, and
Rodriguez, who had already taken Brabham's Matra and Amon's Ferrari,
passed Elford into a lead he was to hold throughout the race. By 50 laps, a
little over one-fifth distance, 917s held four of the first five positions with
the Jack Brabham/Jean-Pierre Beltoise Matra running a lap behind the
front trio but ahead of Attwood's 917,

After two hours Rodriguez had lapped even Elford, and when the J. W,
car made its first refueling stop, David Yorke kept Rodriguez in the car. It
was obvious that Kinnunen would only take the wheel for a brief spell,
which he did on the car’s second stop after Rodriguez had done just under
the maximum allowable 3% hours for one driver. Kinnunen drove very sen-



Rodriguez storms uphil
with his lights blazing.
He drove masherfully fo
a convincing vichory

Elford, here lapping a
slower 910, finished 2nd
with Hidme in the Noa. 17
Salzburg-entered 91 K,

Driving the other Salzburg
car, Harrmann and Affwood
comphated the 1-2-3 Sweep.

They finished 3 laps behind
Eiford, B behind Rodriguaz.

The Rodriguez /Kinnunen car gels
fresh rear tirgs, In the 623-mile

evant Rodriguez was alf the wheel
over 5 hours, more than 500 miles.

sibly for an hour and a quarter (during which period the rain stopped and
the track began to dry), keeping Rodriguez’ one-lap lead and handing the
car back in good condition. On lap 176 Redman spun off the road into a
bank in an incident with Amon’s Ferrari; the Porsche was too badly dam-
aged to continue. This moved the Salzburg 917s into 2nd and 3rd posi-
tions, where they stayed, briefly challenged by Amon before he had fuel-
feed problems that eventually put him back to 5th. Finishing 4th, on the
same lap with Altwood/Herrmann, was the Van Lennep/Laine Porsche
908, which easily took the 3-liter class.

Both Rodriguez and Kinnunen had spun the winning car, but it was in
obvious command during the entire event, finishing 5 laps ahead at an av-
erage of 92.15 mph. The Ferraris showed speed but the tremendous pace
of Rodriguez under the difficult conditions and the freedom from troubles
enjoyed by three of the four 917s gave Porsche satisfactory revenge for
the result at Sebring. On pure performance, the Ferraris seemed to be a
match for the 917s, while J.W. preparation was making a big ditference
in the outcome of the long-distance races.

With the Siffert/ Redman 917 almost hidden by the spray of a slower
competitor, the Rodriguez car gains ground on the rain-soaked frack

27




... W - - T—

_-y 1 . A T R N e

% [

O AR R Ar e Ruad e A i

T e

E ] .‘-r ;;.._F- -

ok wmﬂw mﬂ 8 Em ...._,..g:,

[ 3

#



917: RODRIGUEZ HOLDS
OFF FERRARIS AT MONZA

Monza was practically home ground for the Ferrari team, so the ltalians
were out in force to keep the German cars from winning. But against the
three works and two private Ferrari 5125 entries were no less than seven
917Ks: the four usual semi-works entries from J. W. and Salzburg, plus the
privately-entered cars of Piper (co-driving with Tony Adamowicz), Racing
Teamn AAW (Van Lennep/Laine) and Gesipa Racing Team (Jurgen
Meuhaus/Helmut Kelleners). Two of the semi-works cars had the new 4 .9-
liter engines with 580 bhp; the Siffert/Redman 917 was refitted with a 4.5
for the race after setting the fastest practice time with the 4.9, but the El-
ford/Ahrens 917 started with the 4.9 and set a lap record in the race at
151.7 mph.

It was the 4.5 car of Rodriguez/Kinnunen which won yet again, de-
spite the best efforls of the Ferraris, which finished 2-3-4, and the other
917s. The Gesipa and AAW cars were 10th and 11th without having been
in contention, Siffert/Redman finished 12th after repairing accident dam-
age, Elford/ Ahrens blew a lire at 150 mph and retired, Herrmann / Attwood
retired with an overrevved engine and Piper/ Adamowicz retired with a bro-
ken gear selector. It was fortunate for Porsche that the Rodriguez car ran
like a train, because the Ferraris were competitive and Amon might have
won had he not lost a full lap in the pits as a result of a fire that started
when tuel was spilled beneath the car.

Although Siffert set the fastes! practice lap with the 4.9-ter J. W,
car, the Salzburg 917 of Efard ¢ Alwvens was the only one [0 use the
bigger angine in the race; Elford set a new lap record of 1:24.8

Winning was getting lo be a habi for the Rodnguaz / Kinmunen pair
They were able o race with Elford’s 4.9-liter car and when if refired
they held the lead, though chalienged by Aman in the fastest Ferrari
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O917: FASTEST-EVER
ROAD RACE AT SPA

Jo Siftert and Brian Redman won the 1970 Spa 1000-Km race in their
J. W.-Gulf 917K at a speed of 149.4 mph, the fastes! average ever
achieved in a road race up 1o that time. There were only two other cars in
the race with a chance for viciory: the Ferran 5125 of Jacky Ickx and John
Suriees, which finished 2nd, and the other J. W.-Gull 917K of Rodri-
guez /Kinnunen, which sel a fantastic lap record ol 160.5 mph before
dropping out late in the race with gearbox failure. Both the average speed
and the lap record exceeded the figures achieved by Formula 1 cars onthe
same track

There were six 917s entered: two J.W. 4,95, one Salzburg 4.9 and one
4.5, and two private 4.5 entries from Gesipa and AAW, In practice the Sif-
tert/Redman 917 had three separate lire blowouls at 190 mph, thought to
be the result of the beads coming away from the rims and apparantly cured
by sandblasting the rims. The Elford/Ahrens 4.9 had handling problems
and didn't go well in practice, but Kelleners/Neuhaus qualified 4th fastest

Refuelng the wirnng 91 7 Jo Sitert ang Davd
Yorkd (8 rphl) Mg & wilk- 300 B
Al 508, for & Chianges, -n:#:-"";.-'f? Harargren wie John Wiyer makes nolés on ha clipboard
wiv'd NOL the Brsl 917 drivers home: Bhe
goarbon faled but Pedro Rodriguer had
Il SANAERE IO Of Sl g g B!
lap in 3:16.5, eqgual fo 160.5 mph The race sLarted on & wil Irdck andg when if dried
EFord found himsol with the wrong Goodyears
aftor changing thivn, b &nd Alwéns finshed 3rd.

behind the two J. W, cars and the Ickx/Surtees Farrari, In the race, which
started in the rain, the Ferrari fought the J. W. cars valiantly, leading on
occasion, and at the end it was less than a lap behind. The Elford/Ahrens
917 started on wet-weather Goodyears (J. W. used Firestone inter-
mediates) and as the track dried they became unsuitable and Elford had to
have all four wheels changed., losing lime which hé néver made up. finish-
ing 3rd more than a lap back. The other Salzburg car of Att-
wood/Herrmann had a good battle with the AAW 917 of Laine/Van Len-
nép, who finished a mere 2.5 seconds ahead, in 51h place. Avoiding Andre
Wicky's Porsche 9115, Kelleners went off the road in the Gesipa-entered
917 and retired
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O917: ALE MANS
VICTORY AT LONG LAST

Porsche won Le Mans in 1970, its twentieth year in the 24-hour race
Ironically, it was neither the J.W.-Gulf team nor one of the specially-
streamlined Langheck cars which gained the victory, but a 4_5-liter 917K
ot Porsche Salzburg. A psychedelically-painted 4.5 Langheck, entered by
Martini International, finished 2nd.

The two semi-works teams had not run 9175 at the Nurburgring, pre-
ferring the more suitable 908/3 spyders, and only the Gesipa 917K ran
there, Kelleners/MNeuhaus retiring with a damaged wheel that had been im-
praperly tightened. The Salzburg 908 of Elford /Ahrens won in Germany
and wrapped up the championship for Porsche. Le Mans was therefore a
race of its own, with victory having special significance for the Stuttgart
firm. The most serious long-term development of the 917 by factory engi-
neers had been aimed at maintaining high average speeds over long dis-
tances—with reliability. At Le Mans an average of 125 mph for the 24 hours
means a distance of 3000 miles; even a moderate increase in asrodynamic
efficiency would be rewarding in a high-speed race of that length.

Seven works-supported entries were made. J.W. entered three cars,
two 4.95 for its regular drivers and a 4.5 for David Hobbs and Mike Hail-
wood; all were 817Ks with small horizontal wings between their upswept
rear fenders. (At Spa J.W. had used tails on which the valley between the
tenders swept upward at the end, but the small wing was found to work
better.) Salzburg also had three entries, a 4.9-liter Langheck for El-
ford/Ahrens, a 4.9-liter 31 7K for Rico Steinemann and Dieter Spoerry (later
withdrawn), and a similar car (replaced by a 4.5) for Herrmann/ Attwood,
Also supported by the factory was a team new to the 917 ranks, Martini,
which had a 4.5 Langheck for Gerard Larrousse and Willy Kauhsen.

The two Langheck (917LH) Porsches, nicknamed "'Batmobiles.” had
the bodywork tested at Le Mans in April, but modified by the removal of the
clear plastic engine cover, the filling of the large opening in the rear of the

O the Thursday after the race, the 151-
e and Znd-place Porscha 2175 drove fram
body, and the addition of large brake scoops on each rear fender and a Zulfenhausen fo the center of Stuttgart

horizontal wing between the fins. With one of these cars Elford lapped at fad by a police escort and followed by a

band of 3115, The mayor congralulated

3:19.8 (150.8 mph) in practice, reaching 238 mph on the long straight De. Parsche and the four racing drivers,

The AAW team had a private 4.5-liter 917K for Van Lennep and Piper,

O the apeming lap, going tnto Mulsanne corner af the end of the fomng straight, Elford’s Langheck leads the J. W -Gulf 91 7Ks of Siffert and
Rodriguez, the works Ferraris of Merzario and Vaccareila, Hobbs™ 917K, Muller's Ferrari, Van Lennep's 917K and Kauhsen's Langheck.
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At 8:10 Saturday evening the
race was four hours ofd, rain
was faling and headlights were
turned an. Tha Siffart/ Redman
Parsche 917K No. 20 was in the

lead, move than a lap ahead of
the Elfard rAhrans 91 7LH,

The Salzburg 917K of Hans Herrmann/ Dick Attwood was
Gith during the early part of the race, moving up as the
faster cars ran info frouble and faking the lead aft 2 a.m.,
aftar 10 howrs' racing. It stayed in feon! fram then on

The Martimi 81 FLH of Larrousse/ Kauhsan was 10 seconds
stawer in prachice than the similar EXord  Abrens car,

Dut it ran steadily throughout the race, repassing the
Lins/Marko 308 af the 20th hour and finishing 2nd.

the latter replacing Hans Laine, unfortunately killed at the Nirburgring. Pi-
per's own entry was withdrawn, as was Steve McQueen's Solar Produc-
tions 917, in favor of a 908 camera car for his Le Mans film.

Against the Porsches were eleven 5125 Ferraris, four of them works
cars with 595-bhp engines, and the fastest of them was only two-tenths of
a second slower in practice than Elford’'s 9170LH. There were also twelve
3.0-liter cars with an outside chance of victory: four Alfa Romeo 33/3s,
three Matra 650/660s, two Ferrari 312Ps and three Porsche 908/2s (in-
cluding the Solar Productions car)

The race, much of it in heavy rain, was a fiasco for almost everybody
and only seven cars out of the starting field of 51 were counted as finishers.
Mine of the Ferraris were out before mid-race, seven of them as the result of
accidents, including a four-car all-Ferrari incident at Indianapolis corner
and a separate crash by lckx, whose 5125 spun off and killed a course
marshal. The 917s suffered five retirements, and at one point a 908 held
2nd place overall.
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Vic Elford went into an immediate lead at the start but was caught by
Siffert, and when their co-drivers took over Redman was able to pull away
from Ahrens. The Rodriguez /Kinnunen car was out at 23 laps with a bro-
ken cooling-fan and distributor drive while Hailwood, trying to avoid an
Alfa. crashed and retired at the three-hour point, so J.W. chances were re-
duced very early. After ten hours Siffert missed a shift and overrevved, and
that put J.W. completely out of the race. The Elford/Ahrens car, which had

been delayed with handling problems, also retired with a damaged engine
(a broken intake valve). The Van Lennep/Piper 217 had retired when a
blowout shattered its front bodywork, so only two 917s remained.

These were the Salzburg 917K of Herrmann/Attwood (both drivers
had come close to victory in separate cars the year before) and the Martini
Langheck of Larrousse/Kauhsen. Although the 908/2 of Rudi Lins and
Helmut Marko got between them during the 18th through the 20th hours,
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oul, the track dried and the
Havrrmann /Atfwood car was

the two 917s ran healthily to a 1-2 finish ahead of the 908. Ferraris were
4th and 5th, a Porsche 914 /6 was 6th and a 2.2-liter 9115 was Tth.

It was a long-sought victory for Porsche, gained by drivers who were
not stars but who had driven solidly for the Stuttgart firm in many races.
Eltord set the fastest race lap in 3:21.0, equal to 149.7 mph; his finned and
winged Langheck was the fastest car in a straight line but not as stable as
the J.W. 917Ks with their small wings. There was little ditference in the lap

IE'$|1

The fastest car in the race, the No.25 Salzburg
917LH fed af first, was delayed with handling problems
and rafired affer 16 hours with a broken intake valve

At 17 a.m. the sun came The single Martini antry
was a factory-prepared
917LH, painted in a fancy
purpleé and green schame.
It never led but it made
an almast roubie-fred run
for the new 917 entrant.

still running smooathly and
looking ke it was out for
a Sunday drive. It finished
151, with a 6-lap lead

times the two types of 917 were able to maintain in the race.

Back in Stuttgart, Porsche enthusiasts turned out to welcome the two
successful 917s as they drove with police escort from the Zuffenhausen
district to the center of the city, where their drivers and Dr. Ferry Porsche
were congratulated by the Mayor. The Le Mans race was Hans Herrmann's
last; having achieved a notable victory after a long driving career, he de-
cided to retire from competition.
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917: ONE-TWO-FOUR-SIX-
NINE AT WATKINS GLEN

Forsche went to Watkins Glen in a commanding position, ready to do
battle with Ferrari in the 6-hour race and with McLaren in the Can-Am, for
which the Group 5 cars were also eligible. JW. and Salzburg
{Porsche/Audi) had their regular two 4.9-liter 917Ks each (Hulme driving
with Eltord after Herrmann’s retirement and Ahrens teaming with Attwood)
and Martini ran a 4.5 for Van Lennep/Larrousse. The Ferraris were a near
match for the JW. 917s in practice and Andretti's 5125 took the lead
again, but Rodriguez reeled him in and after a half-hour the J.W. cars were
1-2, where they stayed for the next 5% hours. Rodriguez/Kinnunen took
their fourth victory of the year, the Parsche/Audi cars were 4th and 6th
and the Martini car was 9th.

In the Can-Am race held on the next day the Group 5 cars embar-
rassed all the Group 7 machinery except Denis Hulme's winning McLaren;
the Porsche 917Ks finished 2-3-4-6-7 and Andretti's Ferrari 5125 was 5th.
And these were cars that had run 700 miles the day befare.

A pansive Sifart in his 917, nate the reclining
driving position and the tiny passenger seat

The winming 917 sandwiched betwean the Gth-place
Poarsche s Audl (number 32) and 9th-place Martini cars

This view of Rodriguez” car shows
the widened rear fendars and small
tail wing fo good effact. The fghts
ara on fo warn slower cars ahead
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The J. W-Guwif team scored yet another wvichorny
af the Qsterreichring bul the resull aid not
indicate the superiar parfarmance of the now
Farrari 512M or the closenass of the finish
Silfert/ Redman (numbear 23) were the winners
in a car that barely made it 1o the and and
Elfgrd ¢ Attwood (21) were dth affer fiffing

a naw oil radiator during the race. The
Austrian avent was the fingl one in the 1970
International Championshio for Makes: Porscha
won avary race axcepl Sebring, with 9175
sconing seven times and 908s fwica, in the
Targa Florio and al the Nurburgring. The

final point scores were Porsche 87 (63 net)
Ferrari 44 (39), Aifa Romeo 10, Matra 4

and Chavrolal 2. J. W.-Gull won seven races
and Parsche Salzburg two

O917: REPEAT VICTORY
AT OSTERREICHRING

Siffert and Redman scored their second 1970 victory at the Os-
terreichring, scene of the 917's first win the year before. But it was the new
Ferrari 512M of Ickx/Giunti that dominated the first third of the 1000-Km
event, and when it retired with alternator failure, the Salzburg 917K of Ah-
rens/Marko took over, Unfortunately, a fuel-consumption miscalculation
caused this car to be abandoned out on the circuit, bone-dry, and at half-
distance Siffert/Redman found themselves in the lead. With 15 laps to go

their Porsche slowed with a broken camshaft (each bank has separate
front and rear shafts, so three cylinders ceased to work) and an Alfa 33/3,
running 2nd, looked like a winner until its engine failed and it was classified
2nd, two laps behind. A 908/2 was 3rd and Elford/Attwood were 4th
They might have won had not a stone pierced the oil radiator at one-third
distance; three laps were lost replacing it (with one borrowed from J.W.1)
and that was how far back the Salzburg car finished. Rodriguez retired very
early in the race with valve trouble, while running 2nd behind the very fast
Ferrari. The 512M set a new lap record at 1:40.0 (132.3 mph), faster than
any of the practice times, and it looked capable of giving Porsche real com-
petition in 1971, Just in case it did, the Porsche engineers were working on
a 16-cylinder engine. But did Porsche intend to build 25 of them?



917: NEUHAUS CAPTURES
1970 INTERSERIE TITLE

The Interserie championship in Europe is similar to the Can-Am, being
apen to Group 7 cars and just about any other sports/racing machinery
that is competitive. The point standings are given according 1o the total
Swiss Francs won, and races have been held in Germany, England, Fin-
land, ltaly and Belgium. Until 1971 very few true Group 7 cars were cam-
paigned in Europe, so the 1970 Interserie was contested mainly by Group
5 Sports Cars and Group 6 Prototypes. Jiurgen Neuhaus, racing the Ge-

The 1970 inlerserie champion Jurgen Neuhaus on
the front row al Hockenheim, Group 5 and & cars
most of the Infarsenid races, the fow

» £ enlres had grealer performance bul kess
relabiity. This grid shows the high number

of Porsche 908s (and even oldor models), plus

a Lola-Chevrolel and & Ferrarn 5125, The

Gesipa 917K was also raced in long-distance
Group 5 events, with Kelleners and Kauhsen

sipa team’s 917K, took the title with wins at the Morisring and Thruxton,
2nd places at Croft, Keimola and Hockenheim, and a 6th place in another
event at Hockenheim (there were two Interserie races at that circuit). His
closest competition for the title came from the AAW 917K of Gijs van Len-
nep, who won the Keimola event, was 2nd at the Norisring and Hock-
enheim, and 3rd in the later Hockenheim race. David Piper ran his 917K
only at Keimaola, finishing 7th. When they ran, the Group 7 cars were faster
but less likely to finish; Vie Elford won the first Hockenheim race in a
MclLaren-Chevrolet and Helmut Kelleners won Croft and the second Hock-
enhaim race in his March 707-Chevralet. For 1971, Gesipa and AAW or-
dered 917 spyders based on the 1969 Can-Am 917PA that Siffert had
raced in North America
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A factary pholo of
the ariginal 4, 5-
Nt 917 angineg

The tubwlar frame

araund i, the
fuel ;
pump. the fwin
distributors and
Ihe cooling fan
can ba seen

Orne of the 4.9
Nlar engines on
a garage Noar at
Sabring in 1971
The heads. cam
cowvers and win
fgmition leads
can be sean hare
The bar with loop
above the fan
anly for removing
ar instaltng the

arngine in the car

ENGINES

4.5-LITER. 1969 817 Group 4 Sports Cars, 1969 917PA
Can-Am and early-1970 917K Group § Sports Cars,

Description: Horizontally-opposed air-cooled 12-cylindes
mounted ahead of fransaxhe

Construction: - crankcase of magnesium alloy, ind

£ Tum-Coatec ITNiFLm a

gluminum cylinder neads

crankshaft
L HEhon:

Alix]
mission layshaft below. Eng eight 528
Bore x siroke, displacement: 35 = 86 mm
Maximum power output:
220 bhp @ 8000 rpm (1
540 bhp @ BA0D rpm |
580 bhp @
Specific output:
115.7 bhp/liter (1969 (
120.3 bhpliter (early
128.0 bhp/der (1969 Can-Am)
Maximum torque:
336 Ib-ft @ 6800 rpm {1969 Gr
J61 Ib-1t @ 6600 rom (earhy-1970 |
A76 Ib-1 (@ 6800 rpm (1969 Can-A
Compression ratio:
Valve operation: Doubile o
gear-ariven from canter o
I 5. Sodium-filled valv
cylinder, diameter:

haust. Included ar
gegrees Iram horizontal, e
Induction system: Bosch
12-piston dou ow pump, dr
shaft, Injection pressure 255 psi
Electrical system: 12V 50 Ah. Allernator and two distrib
ulors driven from upper layshaft. Dual-circuit t Sistor
ized ignition. Two Bosch X 290 P1 spark o ugs per cylin-
der. Firing order 1-9-5-12-3-8-6-10-2-7-4-11
Lubrication system: Dry sump with 7 il pumps—1 prs-
sure pump. 2 scavenge pumps at front and rear of crank
umps at ends of exhausi
1in bear
rings. Fre
9 gallons tota

njechon witk
1 ket intake cam

Case, plus 4 small scaw
camshafis. Eight plain r
6 plain connecting-rod be
ator, Qi capacity

lank ang

s (2 in center) and

mounted oil rads-
luding 5.3-gallor

gallons in system. Pressure

rehid valve e
Cooling system: Air
fan. harizontally located above er qear
from wpper layshalt. Finned cylinder bar Fan speed
7000 rpm at rated power (8000 rpm crankshaft speed)
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ENGINE SPEED, RFM

4.9-LITER. 1970-71 917K and 917LH Group 5 Sports
Cars, 1971 917 Interserie. Specifications as 4.5 except:

Bore x stroke, displacement: 86 x 70.4 mm, 4907 cc
Maximum power output: 600 @ 8400 rpm

Specific output: 1222 bhp/liter

Maximum torque: 405 Ib-ft @ 6500 rpm

5.0-LITER. Late-1971 917K Group 5 Sports Cars, 1971
917 Interserie and 1971 917 /10 Can-Am. Specifications
as 4.5 excepl:

Bore x stroke, displacement: 86 .8 x 70.4 mm, 4599 cc
Maximum power output: 630 bhp (@ B300 rpm

Specific output: 126.0 bhp/liter

Maximum torque: 427 |1o-1 (@ 6400 rpm

(For specifications of 1972 twbocharged 917 /10K Can-
Am/Interserie version, see page 57.)

5.4-LITER. 1972 917 /10 Interserie and Can-Am. Speci-
fications as 4.5 excepl:

Bore x stroke, displacement: 90 x 70.4 mm, 5379 cc
Maximum power output: 665 bhp @ 8300 rom.
Specific output: 123.6 bhp/Iiter.

Maximum torque: 450 Ib-1t @ 6500 rpm.

A split cross-sechion
of the 4_5-Iitar unit.
On the leff side, the
cylindar barral and
head, with camshafts,
valves, piston and
cannaching rod: on the
right, the elaborate
frain of gears in tha
center of the engine,
Width is 31.5 inches.

Langifudinal saction
shows uopar layshall,
with drive to fan and
distributors, and lower
shaft driving the gear-
box. The front of the
angineg s al the ke,
Length is 35.4 inches.
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INSIDE THE 4.5-LITER ENGINE

L i

Right crankcase hall, with
crankshall, connecting rods
cantral gaar frain, layshalls

Crankshalt (66-rnm stroke)
with pair of cannecting rods

Crankshaft and piston layout
(Tha frant of the anging is
af the left in each view)

Craomal cylinder barre!
(B5-mrm bora)

0.92-pound Klamum
canneching rod

\o

Rod bearing halves '

AT



THE 16-CYLINDER ENGINE
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These views of the 4982-cc flal-16 engine. compared with & 4907-cc 817 unit, show its similar design and compac! size. Injection-pump drive is from rear intake camshaff an sixieen

In 1970 Porsche developed a 5.0-liter 16-cylinder engine for use dur- Specifications as lor 12-cylinder engines. except:
ng the 1971 season, when they expected a strong challenge from the Fer- Description: Horizontally-opposed air-cooled 16-cylinder
rari 512M in Group 5. However, no factory 512Ms were run and Porsche's Bore x stroks, displacement: £0.x 62 mm, 4862 cc
existing 12-cylinder units were effective for another championship. To a :::;':.';mfﬁ";g";ﬁzqﬁ"” SRRSO R
certain extent based on the 2.2-liter 8-cylinder Type 771 engine, with the Maximum torque: 405 Ib-ft @ 7600 rpm
number of cylinders doubled, the bore increased, and center drive em- Induction system: Bosch mechanical fuel injection with

loyed, the 690-bhp sixteer have a fi e : 18-piston double-row pump

ployed, the p sixteen may have a fulure as a Can-Am unit—if Lubrication system: Ten main bearings (2 in center) and 8
needed. Turbocharged, it could exceed 1000 bhp. connecting-rod bearings
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GEARBOX AND
FINAL DRIVE

Cluteh: Triple-plate dry, inside transaxle housing. Diameter
7.08 inches

Transaxle: Cast magnesium casings bofted 10 back of
crankcase and incorporating gearbox and final drive

Gearbox: 4-speed of S-spoed and reverse wilh Porsche
ring synchronizaticn on forward speeds. Different gear
sets available ac fing 1o characteristics of circuis

final section of 1959 fransaxla. Triphe-
ch drives lower gearbox shaft

upper shaft drives farward fo r
Parsche ring synchromzation
farward speeds. Differan)

Extarior view of
the 1969 tranzaxie
Casings arg magresium

5-speed fransaxie used af Sabring in 1971
Extansive ribbing of casings is apparent

z
O
l—
O
T
7
-l
=4
o
=
T
O
e
.—

917

Rod linkage to gearshifl lever. Gears and differential
splash-lubricated. Odl from transmission cooler supplied
by purnp driven from primary shafl; capacity 4.23 quaris

Final drive: Spiral bevel ring and pinion gears; limited-slip
differential with 75 percent blocking. Final drive ratios
available: 4 428, 4.444, 4 625, 5.285 and 5.375:1; max-
mum speeds between 199 and 241 mph, according 1o
ratio, tires and aerodynamics

Drive shalts: Titanium, double universal-jointed, with
angth compensation and rubber “'donut™ shock ab-

SOrpers
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SUSPENSION AND BRAKES

I2-inch brake discs. Radial venting does not show weall in 1969 phato at left: 1971 dise at
right, firsf used at Sebring, had extensive lateral driling fo supplement radial VETHHIMG.

Front suspension
with 3 x 15 whesl

Rear suspension and halfshall
with 15 x 15 wheal (late 1969)

Double -
wilh rubbar shock absorber naar inboard end

Rear upright
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Commaon to all models except as noted:

Frame: Aluminum multi-tube space frame with 20-, 25- and
32-mm diametar tubing. Welght 104 pounds. Entire struc-
ture periodically chacked for cracks by 40-pound, 4-min-
ule air-prassure test, Mamn fibae (_|.-|1.‘§\, body panels bonded
o frame

Steering: Rack and pinian, 2 turns lock-to-lock

Front suspenslon: Independant by ur'!'ql.a -length upper
(adjustable) and lower arms, radis strufs, titanium coi
springs, Bilstein gas / oil shock absarbers, adjustable ant
rall bar

Rear suspension: Independent by unequal-length upper
and lower arms (both adjustable), longitudinal control
armsg, fitanium coil Sp '1(;5 Bilstein gas /oil shock absorb-
ers, adjustable anti-roll ba

Brakes: Twin-circuit Ate anr‘ later Girling hydraulic 12 x
2.08-inch radially-wvenied discs with 4-piston r3 pers, Ad-
justable braking distributicn, Lateral venting added to
discs in 1971

Wheels: Cast magnesium-alloy 15-inch center-lock. Rims
B-inch front, 12-inch rear {1969 Group 4)

B-inch front, 15-inch rear (late 1969 Group 4
10.5-inch frant, 17-inch rear (1969 Can-Am)
10.5- or 12-inch front, 15- of 17-inch rear (1970
Group 5)
S-inch frant, 17-inch rear (1971 Group 5)
12-inch front, 17-inch rear (1971-72 Can-Am)
Tires: Du"l o, 4.7 ‘:| 11.30-15 front, 6.00/13.50-15 rear

» front, 10.10-1 rear
:|I.:III 'I-l 5:/26.0 IKLJr
' 15 fronl, 15.70-15 rear _I 171 Can-Am)

9.0/24.0-15 front, 14.5/26.0-15 rear (1972 Can-Am)
(Mote: Designations vary with manufacturer, indicat ng
section height, width and/or rolling diameater.)

e, a.‘ﬂ'

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS

Cutaway dré
wilhy the 4. 8-
'J|r..'|{|l bafwean fhe 3
g farm, J. W 917 ran at |
Walkins Glan and the QOste
as well as mast of the 1971 avenis

Fuel tank capacity:
36.9 gallons {1969 Group 4)
51.5 gallons (1969 Can-Am)
31.6 gallons (1970-T1 Group 5)
70.0 gallons (1971 Can-Am)
79.3 gallons (1972 Can-Am)
Dimensions, in inches:
Wheelbase
90.6 (1969-71)
91.1 (1972 Can-Am and Intersaria)
Track, front/rear
58.6/57 4 (1969 Group 4 and 1971 Group 5)
B60.0/60.4 or 624 {1969 Can-Am)
60.0 or 61.6/60.4 or 62.4 (1970 Group 5)
63.8/62.4 (1972 Can-Am)

Frame shown s 1969 yoe
usad for aither Langheck or
Kurz bodywork. 1970-71 frames
for 31 7Ks wera simpiified in back

fo support abbrewviated rear.decks
Aluminum structure weighed 104 pounds




BILL BENMETT DRAWING, Length Width
COPYRIGHT ANGLIA ART 1RA.2 (1969 Group 4 Langheck and 1970-71 Group 5 BO0.0 {1969 Group 4)

1 TLH) B2.7 (1969 Can-Am, 1971-T2 Interserie, 1972 Can-Am)
168.9 (1969 Group 4 Kurz and 1970-71 Group 5 917K) T8.0 (1970 Group 5)
153.7 (1969 Can-Am) B0.1 (1971 Group 5)
162.9 (1971 Group 5 Marini 317K with vertical fins) 84.4 (1971 Group 5 917 /20 Truffeljager)
179.7 (1970-71 Group 5 J. W. 917K with harizontal wing) B3.4 (1971 Can-Am)

1585.9{1971 Group 5 917 /20 Truffeljager) Height
15091971 Can-Am) 36.2 (1969-T1 Group 4 and 5, top of roof)
155.5 (1972 Can-Am and Interserie) 6.6 (1969 Can-Am, top of rollbar)
44 8 (1971-7T2 Can-Am and Interseria, 1op of fins)
43.4 (1971 Group 5 917K, 1op of fins, if fitted)
39.4 (1971 Group 5 917 /20 Truffeliager. 1op of fins)
Weight, without fuel or driver, In pounds:
1765 (1969 Group 4 and 1970 Group 5 with 4,5 enging)
1705 (1969 Can-Am)
1819 (1970 Group 5 917K with 49 engine)
1850 (1970-T1 Group 5 91TLH with 4.9 angina)
1762 (1971 Group 5 917K with 4.9 engine)

1813 (1971 Group 5 317 /20 Truffeljager)
1628 (15 an-Am)

1650 {
Acceleration:

0-82 mph, 2.7 seconds (1971 Group 5 917K)
Maximum speed (only typical, as gearing varies lor
each circult):

202 mph (1969 Group 4 917 Kurz)
205 mph (1969 and 1971 Can-Am)

ah (1 » A1TK)

{197 3 5 917K and 917720 Truffeliager)
1971 G

Can-Am and Interseria)

218 mp
239 mph

(For spec
Am and Inte

ations of 1972 turbocharged 917 /10K Can
ri@ Cars, See page 57.)
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Cockpit of 317 seams L
but is reasonably ro with
rachining driver s seal near
canteriing of car, slightly fo

fhe right; main switches are in
panel on left, gear lever on right
This is the 1971 Le Mans 31 7LH of
Siffert Ball. Note cooling duct

3
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COMPARATIVE SIDE-VIEW

1969 917 LANGHECK (4.5)
As homologated May 1, 1969

1969 917 KURZ (4.5)

Siffert/ Ahrens, 1st. Osterreichring 1000-Km

L=

| Y™

1969 917PA (4.5)
Siffert, 5th, Laguna Seca Can-Am

i (N




DRAWINGS—1/24 SCALE

1969 917 KURZ (4.5), modified tail JONATHAN THOMPSON DRAWINGS

| | 0

1970 917K (4.5)

Rodriguez/Kinnunen, 1st, Monza 1000-Km
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1970 917LH (4.9)

Larrousse/Kauhsen, 2nd, Le Mans 24-Hr
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COMPARATIVE SIDE-VIEW

1971 917K (4.9)

Marko/Van Lennep, 1st, Le Mans 24-Hr

= |

1971 917LH (4.9)
Rodriguez/Oliver, retired, Le Mans 24-Hr
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1971 917/20 TRUFFELJAGER (4.9)
Kauhsen/Jost, retired, Le Mans 24-Hr

————— - s
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DRAWINGS—1/24 SCALE

1971 917/10 (5.0)
Sittert, 2nd, Mid-Ohio Can-Am

.If_:;

I ———

1972 917/10 (5.4)

Minter, 4th, Mosport Can-Am

JONATHAN THOMPSON DRAWINGS

1972 917 /10K (5.0 turbocharged)
Follmer, 1st, Road Atlanta Can-Am
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AERODYNAMICS

The original 19649 long-
fated cars designed for
Le Mans had defachabla
fail sections with flaps
oparated by suspansion
movameani. Thase wara
used anly in the 24-hour
race and theair lagality
was open o quastion

The drawing shows the
rod hnkage from aach
ugight o the tayd

flap. With & fully-
Ipadad sUsSpansion the
faps ane down, whils
baody Nt unloads the
SUSDENSION and rases
the Naps for downlorce,

Short-tailed 1969 cars
had body axtensions
ramoved and a similar
flap operation. This
arrangement was used
at Spa, the Nurburgring
and the Osterreichring.
I 1970 it was replaced
by 21 TK configuration

The 1970 Langheck cars
ward the first 1o use

8 full-width wing
mounied bafwaean lail
fins. If could be sai

n prachice buf was nol
movabide in the race
This particular car was
driven by Vic ENord

fo a lap racord of

3:21.0 at Le Mans

54

The 1971 Langheck was
simiar o [he previous
varsion bul the deck
was smoahhar and he
raar whoeals werne partly
anciosed by the body.
Again the fastest lap
was gained af Le Mans
this time by Rodriguez
naJ W 917LH af
J18.7. or 151.8 mph

wE

The thrae tails for the
1971 J. W Le Mans cars
The twa in back ara the
917LH type, used by
Rodrigueaz / Qliver and
Sittart/ Ball, while the
ong in the foreground
with simple veriical

fins was used on the
Attwood / Muller 91 TK
which finished 2nd




917K faill was designed
from J. W dala in lale
1969 and used n Most
1970-71 svents with no
impaorfant modifications
Back landars rose o
highest paint behind
rear wheeals and deck
was opened up around
engine comparfimant
Number 7 car won al
Monza in 1970, driven
by Rodriguez f Kinnunan

A small harizonial wing
was added fo the J. W.-
Guif 31 7Ks af Le Mans
in 1970 and was used in
most evants after that
This aarly exampia had
no endolates, used from
Watking Glan on. This
tall gave more stability
than the Langhack fype
with only a8 minor loss

in maximum Soead down
the lomg stralghis

In 1971 vertical fins
weare added to the 917K
for some races, but

J. W genarally used
the small horizontal
wing. The winning
1971 Le Mans car of
Martini used the fins,
as did the J. W. cars af
Monza and this Team
Auto Usdau 817K at
the Nurburgring; it
finished in Sth place
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THE 1972 917/10K
TURBOCHARGED
SPYDER

EMGINE
COOLING FAN

MAIN BLOW-
DIFF VALVE
AL L]
s

|
TRANSMISSION
TURBOCHARGER DL COOLER MANIFOLD
MTAKES MNTAKE AIRINTAKES

Looking down af the furbocharged engine, one can see (he co g fan and
thi hwin distribuiors in thedr usual posiions, but the fwelve |

frumpels have bee ed by the two turbo-fed manifolds, ea
four relief valves on top. The twin furbine wheels are af the extreme

laft, with [EL ind each rear fire, and batwaen the lurhines
just bamind the fransmission of coolar, is the main adiustable biow-off

valve with a screw that protrudes sugh 8 small hole in the deck

st enough
ar's feal

T
a5

daa of the back pard of the fram
well as showing the pasiion of the fwo
1 three pipes in befween
is fro

n blow-off vahe)
e and mamnifold s

h pre-sel relied valve

Conneching aach |
curved pioe w



Behind each in
operaled by
these vaves wh

g links fr

take manifold is a spring-loaded butterfly valve which is Exhaus! pipes sweep upward on each side of
the main throttie inkage. If was one of gearbox, feed turbine
ch gave frouble at Mospor! and also al Watking Gilan

and axil through
ossowver; nofe the smalier third pipe.

SUSDENSMN 15 DES:

¢ gifferent mol

). Brakes are

unchanged fram sariier Group 5 cars, with
base is 0.6-fnch
lipar bodies

Front suspansion of 917/ 10K has small
adjustable upper A-arms, forward-angled
adjustable lower arms, anti-roll bar

Specifications as for 5.0-liter engine and 1972 Can-Am

and Interserie 917 /10, except:

Construction: Engine weight 534 pounds

Maximum power output: 900 bhp @ 8000 rpm

Specific output: 180.0 bhp/kter

Maximum torque: 615 Ib-ft @ 6600 rpm

Compression ratio: 8.5:1

Induction system: Three electnc fuel pumps, Bosch me-
chanical fual injection with 12-pston doubde-row pump
Exhaust-driven turbo-superchargers for each bank of cyl-
nders with Eberspacher turbine wheels and inter-
connected batween exhausts with single adjustable blow-
olf vake. Pre-set refief vahves in manifolding and throtia-
controlled spring-loaded butterfly relief valves between
turbocharger and manifalding

Electrical system: Two Bosch X 310 P21 platinum spark
plugs per cylinder

Gearbox: 4-spead

Frame: Magnesium muli-tube space frame. Fiberglass
body panels attached with fasteners instead of bonded
Back-up frameas of conventional aluminum consiructon

Wheels: 17- or 18-inch rear

Tires: Goodyear, 9.0/23.0-15 front, 15.0/26.0-15 rear

Fuel tank capacity: 3.0 gallons

Dimensions, in inches:

Track, front/rear 83.8/63.0

Length 158.0(pre-season test car)

178.9 (as raced)
Helght 48.3 (1op of fins)
Welght: 1605 pounds (with magneasium frami)
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The J.W.-Gulf 917 of Siffert/ Bell continued the leam’s winning habif, but
the Buenos Aires 1000-Km race was marred by the tragic accident fo Giunt
in the new Ferrari 312P. which hif a Matra being pushed along the frack

On the first lap Rodriguez leads Giunti, Siffert, Elford, Parkes (Ferrarn
512M), Betoise (Matra 660) and Posay (Ferrari 5128). Rodriguez/ Oliver
stayed in front unii a shredded tire and damaged bodywork dropped them back.

917: J.W. PORSCHES 1-2
AT TRAGIC BUENOS AIRES

In 1970 when Piper raced there, the Buenos Aires 1000-Km race had
not been a championship event, but it was the opening race for the 1971
title and J. W.-Gulf sent two 4.9-liter 917Ks. Derek Bell'took Redman’s
place as Siffert's co-driver and Jackie Oliver replaced Kinnunen in Rodri-
guez' car. Both were experienced drivers, Oliver having been on the J. W
team when it was running the Ford GT-40s. The semi-works Salzburg team
had been disbanded, so Martini International took over the cars and went
to Argentina with two 4.9-liter 917Ks for Elford/Larrousse and Marko /Van
Lennep. There were also three privately-entered 4.5s from Alex Soler-Roig
for Emerson Fittipaldi/Carlos Reutemann, Zitro Racing (with the name of
wealthy sponsor Jaime Ortiz spelled backwards) for Dominique Martin/
Pablo Brea, and Team Auto Lisdau for Reinhold Jast/ Engel Monguzzi, the
latter replacing the regular driver Willy Kauhsen, who had become ill. The
Usdau 917 was the only one other than the J.W. cars to use the small
horizontal wing between the ends of the fenders.

Ferrari ran no works 512Ms; instead they had the new 312F, which
was a 3.0-liter flat-12 intended as a prototype for the 1972 season, when
the championship would drop the 5.0-liter Group 5 category. This car was




very fast, being second in practice just four hundredths of a second off the
best 917 time of 1:52.70 set by Rodriguez/Oliver. The Ferrari was driven
by Giunti and Merzario

In the race the 312P led away but was passed by Rodriguez and then
by Siffert. Elford, whose car was handling better than the J. W. machines,
passed Siffert and hounded Rodriguez until he got by on lap 21. Bul the
Martini car scon experienced fuel starvation problems and Elford dropped
out of contention, eventually being disqualified when mechanics went out
to help him restart. His earlier lap record of 1:51.08 was then nullified, the
official time becoming Siffert's 1:51.53. The other Martini car had gone
only a lap and a half before its engine blew

On lap 37 a tragic accident spoiled the whole race. Driving the 312P,
Giunti was passing a larger Ferrari and didn't see a Matra that Jean-Fierre
Beltoise was pushing—illegally—along the track until he was right up on it.
The 312P hit the back of the Matra, spun twice and caught fire, and by the
time Giunti was removed from the wreckage he was dead. The race was
completely halted for three minutes while the track was cleared. Rodriguez
continued in the lead after the restart, but a shredded tire—probably
caused by a piece of the wreckage—dropped him to 9th place and the Sif-
fert/Bell car went on to win, Rodriguez /Oliver working their way back to
2nd. The Martin/Brea 917 was a lowly 10th, Jost/Monguzzi were dis-
qualified for being pushed after running out of fuel, and Fittipaldi/Reute-
mann retired with an oil leak that seeped into the clutch.

Vic Efford drove an excellent race, passing both J.W. 2175 in his Martini
car and sefting a lap record; this was nuliied when the car was oisqual-
ihed, The car had fuel pick-up problems and mechanics gave Il’-"EQB-' heip

The Fithipaldi/ Reutenann car, entered by Spaniard Alex Soler-Rolg, was
sigelined by clufch problems caused by seepage from an engine oi leak.
The NART Farrari 5125 of Posey/ Veiga /i Palma goes by in the background
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917: RODRIGUEZ WINS
DAYTONA AGAIN—JUST

Rodriguez and the J.W.-Gulf 917 repeated their Daytona win of the
year before despite the car being motionless for an hour and a half out of
the 24 while its gearbox was rebuilt. The mechanics deserved much credit
for the victory, gained by just one lap from the MART Ferrari 5125 of Ron-
nie Bucknum/Tony Adamowicz. The Rodriguez /Oliver 917 built up a 43-
lap lead by the 20th hour when the transmission stuck in top gear, and

Thi lowness of the Porsche 917 can be judged in this photo of the winner passing & 914/6 in a curve

while it was being rebuilt the Ferrari ran 46 laps and was 3 laps in the lead
as Rodriguez came back on the track. In his usual style, Rodriguez made
up this distance and more during the last two and a half hours of the race.
His winning average was 109.2 mph.

The Penske-entered 512M of Mark Donohue and David Hobbs led for
more than two hours but was held up with alternator trouble. Later it was
struck from behind by a 9115 which failed to slow for a yellow light that
came on when the Eliord/Van Lennep 917 hit the wall after blowing a tire
The Siffert/Bell 917 retired with a hole in the side of the crankcase and the
Lins/Marko car blew a tire and crashed on the same part of the banking
that had claimed the other Martini entry.

If ihis scene looks famiiar ($ea page 23), it's because the same car with the same

drivar. same numbar and same mechanics won the ._'".-._‘r:.-'l'{}."l.? race 'wo years in a row.

2 _,.--ll" Gulf-Pors<t—

: .I/. Gulf
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O17: MARTINI BEATS
THE ALFAS AT SEBRING

The Martini team scored its first win with the 917 at Sebring, a happy
result after having both its cars heavily damaged at Daytona. The team's
spare car was entered for Elford and Larrousse, who qualified it fourth fast-
est behind the Donohue/Hobbs Ferrari 512M, the Andretti/Ickx 312F and
the Rodriguez / Oliver Porsche 917K, After the smaller Ferrari dropped out
with gearbox trouble and the larger one had been involved in an incident
with the Rodriguez 917, the race was led by two Alfa 33s. Elford/Larrousse
had been delayed with brake trouble but were soon running 2nd and just
past mid-race they went into the lead, which they held for the remaining six
hours. Rodriguez /Oliver were 4th behind the Alfas and the other J. W.-Gulf
car of Siffert/Bell was 5th, having lost 19 laps early in the race when it ran
out of fuel, plus a 4-lap penalty incurred by Siffert for accepting a ride back
to the pits. Donohue/Hobbs only made up two of the 19 laps lost having
the accident damage repaired and were 6th; in two consecutive races the
formidable Ferrari had lost a chance for victory as a result of a collision with
a Porsche.

Both of Martini's 9175 were badly The garanded winners after 12
damaged at Daytona, but their ong hours of racing. They led two
spare car enjoyed a wclory al Alfa 33z at the finish, with
Sebring, driven by Elford/ Larrousse the J W, Porsches far behing.

Redriguez and Donohue collided in a corner and the front fender of the Mexican's 317
was forn away. He and Oliver were 4ith and the other J.W. car of Sittert/ Bel was 5th




O17: BEATEN BY ALFA
AT BRANDS HATCH

The Porsche 917s were just plain beaten at Brands Hatch, the circuit
which favors lighter, nimbler cars that corner and brake better. The front
row was occupied by the tremendously fast Ferrari 312P of Jacky lckx and
Gianclaudio Regazzoni and the slightly slower Alfa 33 of Rolf Stommelen
and Toine Hezemans. Soon after the start the leading Ferrari smashed its
nose avoiding a spinning car, and the two Gulf Porsches led, having
passed the Alfa, But the Rodriguez/ Oliver 917 was forced out with dirt in
the fuel system and the Siffert/Bell car (which had been extensively re-
paired after spinning off in practice) was delayed replacing a spare tire
which fell out the back and also by gearbox trouble

The fastest Alfa led and its sister car, driven by Andrea de Adamich
and Henri Pescarolo was 2nd. Ickx/Regazzoni were charging up through
the pack and when the leading Alfa blew its engine with 90 minutes to go
the Ferrari was 2nd behind De Adamich/Pescarolo. They finished that
way, with the Siffert/Bell 917 in 3rd place, the Usdau 917 of Kauhsen / Jost
in 6th and the Martini 917 of Van Lennep/Larrousse, which had been 3rd
behind the Alfas at mid-race, in 9th after experiencing severe brake prob-
lems, The Elford/Redman Martini Porsche caught fire in the pits and re-
entered the race but it was called in to prevent a mechanical failure result-
ing from possible fire damage. On speed the Ferrari had deserved to win
but the Alfa had run a good steady race and both ltalian makes had out
paced the 917s. The Alfa averaged 92.2 mph and although no official tast-
est lap was given out, it almost cerfainly must have gone to the Ferrari. The
9175 would be happier at Monza where their extra power could be used.

Ilckx' Farrari leads Stommelen’s

The Martind 917 of Elfard and Redman was enguifed by Alfa, Rodriguez' Porsche 917
Rames from fuel that had leaked into its underfray De Adamich's Afa and Siffert's
t chiy put oul and Redman bravely went Porsche 317 at the start

o the race, but Markini manager Hans-Dister Farran was damaged on lap 5
Dechent decided to call him in and retire the car whean I wan! off the road to
miss & spinning car thal lokx
The rules said that churns must be used for refusling was already aboul o lap, The
and Porsche worked oul this ingenious grawity system Parsches then led but at mid-
thal was abie o put 30 gallons of gasoling in the race the Alfas were in command.
car’s lanks in 9 seconds. J.W and Marting used it lckx and Regazzani brought the

Farrari up to 2nd af the and.







O917: J.W. ONE-TWOS
AT MONZA AND SPA

At Monza both the J.W. 917s had vertical tail fins (tried in practice at
Daytona), as did the Martini entry for Elford/Larrousse. The two Martini
cars practiced with tall air rams for the fuel injection, but these were found
to cost more in fuel consumption and drag than they gained in horse-
power, so they were not used. Team Usdau entered its 917 for Kauh-

The sports cars don't slipstream
each other at Monza as much as
the F1 cars do; the pit stops

and the differances in powar out-
put separate the cars after the
aarly closely-fought laps. This
trio consists of ENord’s 917

(3). Stommeden s Alfa (19) and
Rodriguez” 31 7; running behind
them is Siffert’s 917 (1).

Rodriguaz won his sixth wiclory
for the J.W. leam and Porsche
at Monza, sharing the car with
Oiver. Once again he sel the
lap record, The Meaxican and
the 917 were ideally matched;
together they made the greates!
combination in the hsiory of
long-distance Sports car racing.

Al Spa Rodriguer scored his

together, fintshing in that
order. Siffert claimed the

fastest ever in & road race.

sen/Jost and Zitro ran one for Martin and Gerard Pillon. The race was a
demonstration of J.W. organization and speed; Rodriguez/Oliver and Sif-
fert/Bell were 1st and 2nd, making up for the team'’s failures in the pre-
vious two events, and Rodriguez set the fastest lap at 153.1 mph. The Mar-
tini cars suffered from misfiring and eventually both of them retired. The
Usdau 917 finished 7th, 10 laps behind the winner, and the Zitro car was
9th, another 10 laps back. The fact that the Ferrari 312P was involved in an
accident early in the race made the J.W. task easier and at the end the two
Porsches were followed at a respectiul distance by three Alfas. The win-
ning average speed was 146.5 mph.

seventh 917 win. The race was
almost a demonsiration run by
the two J.W. Porsches; most of
the time Rodriguez / Olver (21)
and Siffert/ Bell { 20) ran close

record lap al 162, 1 mph, the




J.W. made it look even simpler at Spa. Rodriguez/Oliver and Sif-
fert/Bell were again 1st and 2nd, and this time the number two drivers
were at the wheel for just as long as Rodriguez and Siffert, the speed of the
opposition not calling for any wonder-driving from the aces. For the fourth
time in five races a Ferrari 312P ran afoul of a slower competitor; this time
Regazzoni was the unlucky Ferrari driver although he was fortunately not
hurt. The Martini 917s were out of luck, the Elford/Larrousse car retiring
with handling troubles caused by a cracked frame and the Marko/Van

ar dropping out with a leaking fuel tank. But the Usdau entry went
well, Kauhsen/Jost finishing 4th behind the De Adamich/Pescarolo Alfa.

The winning average of 154.8 rr||:r|'| and Siffert's best lap at 162.1 mph were
even higher than the pre \
It had not been an eventful race, but the result was a convincing one

tor the J.W.-Gulf team. With six of the eleven r. in the championship
run, Porsche had 49 points to Alfa Romeo's 27 and Ferrari's 15, and while
it was still mathemati€ally possible for one of the Italian teams to win, the
season’s form was already blished. The next two events in Sicily and
Germany would be contested by 3.0-liter machines, but the 917s would be

or another crack at the Le Mans 24-Hour race. Specially-streamlined
cars had again been prepared for the event.







O17: MARTINI FIRST,
J.W. SECOND AT LE MANS

Porsche's 1971 attack on Le Mans was six 917s strong; a seventh en-
try came from Zitro Racing. J.W.-Gulf had two of the new 917LH types with
smoother tails and enclosed rear wheels, plus a 91 7K with vertical fins for
Attwood/Miller. Each of Martini's three cars was different. There was a
long-tailed 9170LH like J.W."s pair, a 91 7K with vertical fins, and an unusual
wide-bodied car which journalists had named the Pig when they saw it at
the Le Mans trials in April. Officially the 917/20, this car was almost 5
inches wider than the others, with a short finned tail and very little ground
clearance. The 917 /20 was called Berta-Sau (Bertha the Sow) or Truffelja-
ger (Truffle-hunter) by the factory engineers and when it appeared at Le
Mans for the race it was painted pink and marked off with dotted lines and
labeled like cuts of pork: Kotleft (cutlel), Haxen (hocks), Schwanz (tail),
etc. Like the three 917LH cars, it had a new, very abrupt nose which gave
more downforce and which was also intended for the Can-Am/Interserie
cars

Once again all the wonder-cars dropped out and a 917K scored the
victory, Marko/Van Lennep were 1st in the Martini car and Attwood / Maller
took 2nd for JW. in their 917K, The 917LHs had been tremendously fast
sething the three best practice times ahead of the Penske Ferran and lead-
ing at the start, but all broke down: The Elford/Larrousse car lost a cooling
fan and burned a piston at five hours, Rodriguez / Oliver broke an oil pipe
and had a seized engine at 13 hours, and Siffert/ Bell were first stopped by
a broken shock absorber and then put oul by a split gearbox casing at 16
hours, Trying too hard, Jost went off the road in the Truffeljager he was
sharing with Kauhsen, and Martin/Pillon dropped far back with gear selec
tor trouble in the Jitro 917, The Marko/Van Lennep car went on steadily
(after having its cooling fan tightened) and the Attwood/Miller car was
back 1o 2nd after an earlier gear-synchro failure, The winning average was
138.1 mph and the fastest lap went to Rodriguez at 3:18.7, or 151.8 mph,
Having also won at the Murburgring with a 908, Porsche had made certain
of the championship, despite the brave performances of the 3.0-liter Alfas.

roar af Juncadeia
Al three 31 7LHs dropped oul
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O17: THE END OF GROUP 5
—VICTORY IN AUSTRIA,
DEFEAT AT WATKINS GLEN

Only three 9175 were sent to Austria, two J.W. cars for Siffert / Bell and
Rodriguez/ Attwood (the latter replacing Oliver, who had broken his con-
tract in favor of Can-Am racing), and one Martini car for Marko/Larrousse.
All three were 91 7Ks, the J.W.s having their usual small wings and the Mar-
tini having vertical fins, and all had the full 5.0-liter engines. Rodriguez
charged off at the start, but the Ferrari 312P's better fuel consumption put
it ahead after the Porsche stops. Rodriguez charged after it in the rain
which started to fall in mid-race; 23 laps from the end Regazzoni went off
the road, just beiore Rodriguez caught up with him. But the Porsche mas-
ter had won his last race, for he was killed two weeks later in the Morisring
Interserie race, driving a Ferrari, Siffert retired almost at the start of the
Austrian race with clutch failure and Marko/Larrousse damaged the rear
suspension in a crash,

Watkins Glen was the last race for the Group 5 cars. JW. put Sif-
fert/Van Lennep and Bell/ Attwood in the two cars; the main opposition
came from the Penske Ferrari 512M and the works 312P but both dropped
out and at the end it was Andrea de Adamich and Ronnie Peterson who
won in an Alfa 33 with the J.W.-Gulf 917s 2nd and 3rd. Tony Adamowicz
and Mario Cabral had battery troubles in David Piper's 917 and weare not
counted as finishers. Despite the beating from Alfa, Porsche had won the
title with 85 paoints to Alfa’s 54 and Ferrari's 26.

In the Glen Can-Am race J W. ran three cars, the two 6-hour machines
plus a spare, Van Lennep was 9th, Bell 11th and Attwood 13th; Cabral was
17th in the Piper car. It was nothing like 1970 in either race. But Siffert had
anew 5.0-liter 917 /10 Can-Am and finished 3rd

Pedro Rodrigues won his 8th and last viclary in a 917 after a superb drive in Ausifia

Siterl/ Van Lennep cowld only manage a 2nd place in the Walkins Glen &-Hour race
Nofe the riveted-on iront fender Nares and the exira scoops abowve the rear fires

A lrack worker brings an exfinguisher and The winmng Aifa is fasl v this phofo
a blankel in case of fire, as David Yorke Danohue's Penske Ferrarn 512M was fastes!
supanises the refusling stop of the but broke down, as did the 312P {(number
Bell s Aftwood 917 which finshed 3rd 400 The J W -Gulf 9175 were 2nd and Jrd
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O917: SIFFERT’S FINAL
CAN-AM SEASON

The 1971 Porsche Can-Am car, again entered for Siffert by
Porsche/Audi with additional sponsorship from STP, was an extensively
revised design with its own frame and a weight saving of 80 pounds com-
pared to the 917PA. Designaled the 917 /10, the new spyder looked much
like a 90873, especially the short, low nose and the twin tail fins. A further
resemblance was the opening up of the front wheel arches behind the
tires. The 917 /10 had a full 5.0-liter engine and an output of 630 bhp. Va-
sek Polak had bought the old 917PA for his driver Milt Minter. Both cars
had wider cockpil openings and body panels behind the rear tires, as re-
quired by the rules. Minter's car was further modified during the season

Siffert's European commitments caused him to miss the first three
Can-Ams. His first race was at Watkins Glen, where he finished 3rd, behind
the usual McLarens but beating Andretti's Ferrari 712 Can-Am. The next
two Can-Ams were excellent races for the Porsche, Siffert finishing 2nd to
Jackie Stewart's Lola at Mid-Chio and 2nd to Peter Revson's McLaren at
Road America. Al Donnybrooke Siffert was running 3rd until he ran low on
fuel at the end and dropped to 5th, at Edmonton he was a good 4th, and at
Laguna Seca, outdriving many more powerful cars, he was 5th. This was
his last drive in a Parsche 917, The great Swiss driver was killed the follow-
ing weekend when his BRM crashed at Brands Hatch, In the Can-Am the
917/10 had finished every race and Siffert was 4th in the standings with 68
points, having run in only six of the ten events. Minter ran in seven of the
races, finishing 8th, 5th, Bth, 7th, S5th, 9th and 6th for 37 points and 6th
place in the standings. Both cars finished every race they slarted,

The rehability of the 31710

was 100 percent and the driving
af Jo Siffert was superh, Had
The combinalion bean in every
1971 Can-Am, it could easily
hawve passed Stewart's poinf

Siffert’s 317/ 10 Can-Am spyder was enfered by Porsche
Audi bul had addiional 5TP sponsorship, large ST
stickers and daygio red pamt. It imished every race

Minter's car was the old 917PA with modifications o total for 3rd place in the
fif the current rules; note the panels behind the rear series, Siffert qualified
fires. Mintewr ran seven races, scaring 37 points batween 4th and S9th fastest

far the Can-Am grids, mowing
up several places in each race
Herg he rung downhil oul of
furn & at Laguna Seca, where
he finished Sth. It was s

last race in a Porsche 917

Later in the season Minler's car got a new nose with
ugly ol radiator ducting, plus small fins at the back
It carried numbear O, as it had for Siffert in 1969
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As 5 customary every year af
Waitking Gien, the sunvivors

from Saturday's B-hour sports
car race offen go after exira
monay in the Can-Am sprint on
Sunday. Here Van Lennep’s
917K and Donohue's 512M lead
Siffert's brand-new Can-Am

car, which passed them bath

fo take Ird place af the end

These wo photographs show the
basic similarily of the 8317/10
and the older 917PA raced by
Milt Minter. The 917/10 had a
larger engine, a Nghter frama,
lower and crisper bodywork, and
improved suspansion. The 91 7FA
is shown here in its final form,
with the stubbéer nose and the
twin tail fins. The Polak feam
ordered a 317/10 for 1972.




917: KINNUNEN TAKES
1971 INTERSERIE TITLE,
BATTLES KAUHSEN IN 1972

Three Porsche 917 spyders ran in the 1971 Interserie races; all were of
the earlier type based on the 917PA, although some modifications, such as
the small tail fins, were made. The 1970 Interserie winner Jiirgen Neuhaus
had the sponsorship of a wealthy German woman, Uschi Heckersbruch,
while Leo Kinnunen drove for A&W and Michel Weber for Gesipa. Kinnu-
nen was consistently faster than the other two and although he only won

Kinnuman refired the Kinnunen won the Siver-
B S.4-liter Q17710 at stone Interseme: nole
Leo Kinnumen fook the 1971 Imaila when running 2nd. the extended tall fins
Interserie litke, winning one
event al Keimola and scoring
consistently during the season Kinnunen won at Hocken Kauhsen, shown running
) Freirm in turbocharged car al Siversione with 5.4-
" i I ber car b .
Jurgen Neuhaus, carrying No, 1 With naw nose and ai Ater car, led the sefigs
fram his 1970 champlonshio, ;
fimished Gih overallin 1971 Al Hockenheim in furbo Kraus, running older 917
with his Heckersbruch anfry charged car with naw for Boere Spont Helmed,
tail, Kauhsen was 2nd, was dth at Siversione

one Interserie outright (his own national race at Keimola, Finland), he
scored enough points 1o take the 1971 title, winning 123,000 Swiss
Francs. Weber was 3rd in the series and Neuhaus was 6th. Can-Am
McLarens won three of the races, BRM two and Ferrari one.

For 1972 Kinnunen's AAW car was a new 917/10 with assistance
from the factory; the same arrangement was made for Willy Kauhsen's
Bosch Racing Team 817/10, while Ernst Kraus ran an older 917 spyder
The 1872 917/10s had 5.4-liter engines producing 665 bhp. The body-
work featured the blunt nose first tried at Le Mans on the 917LH and
8917 /20 cars, plus tail fins with a large horizontal wing between them. Later
in the season the Kinnunen and Kauhsen cars got 5.0-liter turbocharged
engines and even larger tail fins, Kinnunen's also getting the low swooping
nose first used on the Penske car in the Can-Am series. Kauhsen took a
lead on Kinnunen in the Interserie with a 2nd at the Niirburgring, a 1st at
Imola, and 2nds at Osterreichring, Hockenheim and Norisring. Kinnunen
won al Silverslone, Hockenheim and Norisring and was 4th at the Nir-
burgring, to trail Kauhsen by only 3 points with the season half over. With
their cars so closely matched, either could become Interserie champion,
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O17: PORSCHE & PENSKE
TEST AN ALL-NEW SPYDER

Roger Penske, who had run Lola and McLaren cars successfully in the
Can-Am several years ago, concluded an arrangement with the Porsche
factory to race a new turbocharged car in the 1972 series. The driver would
of course be Mark Donohue, who is as good a development engineer as he
is a competitor. During the winter and spring of 1972 the Penske team
tested prototypes in Germany and in the United States, at Road Atlanta and
Riverside. The test cars tried various asrodynamic devices and several en-
gines, including a 4.5-liter turbocharged unit that put out about 850 bhp.
Just before the series started one of the cars, still without the final nose or
tail fins, was painted in the L&M white and red scheme for the sponsoring
tobacco company's advertisements

Mark Donohue, Roger Panske, Don Cox and Porsche racir Al Riverside this rough “mule”

manager Aico Stelnemann pose in Germany with an early was lested. It had the wider
917/ 10 un-turbocharged profotype. Car has early 1972 cockpit and a legal tail; in
nosa but cockpit opening s loo narrow and tal (oo the front, lemMPOrary vanes
abbreviated for Can-Am or Inferserie rules. Donohue were aftfached to gather dala
tested the car at the Porsche factory track in Stutigart for the ultimate nose design

This car looked like a race machine, with paint and decals, but did not have latest bodywark







917: PORSCHE FIGHTS
McLAREN IN THE CAN-AM

For five straight years the McLaren team cars had dominated the Can-
Am series so completely that it was news when anybody else won a race,
Stewart and the Lola T260 had given them the best challenge in 1971, win-
ning two races. When the new 5.0-liter, 900-bhp turbocharged Porsche
917 /10K (K for Kompressor, or supercharger) came to Mosport for the
first 1972 Can-Am, its reputation had preceded it. Already the rumors of its
Road Atlanta test times were making it the most serious threat McLaren
had ever faced. Donohue qualified for the pole position at Mosport and led
the race by 5 seconds until the 18th lap, when the engine lost power
thraugh a butterfly valve at the back of one of the manifolds sticking in the
closed position. When this was fixed he came back on the track and
worked up to 2nd place behind Hulme at the finish. Milt Minter and Peter
Gregg were Sth and 6th in their un-turbocharged 917 /10s.

Before the Road Atlanta race Donchue had a serious crash while test-
ing; the rear of the body came off and sent the car off the track. Donchue
sustained a knee injury that would keep him out of racing for several
rmonths, so George Follmer was taken on as tha driver. His debut was vic-
torious; at Road Atlanta he qualified 2nd fastest and led from start to finish.
Minter was 3rd, taking the championship lead temporarily with 22 points,

‘F“"‘" J

The Penske-prepared 917/ 10K in i#ts finished form, w
wing exfending mare than two feet behing |
arg Porsche/ Audi and LE&M, with tires from G

th a low shovel nose and a large rear
pits <‘.'.' 5 The mam Sponsoes
ol fram oco and battery from '?ﬂ Gr5

Srtandard 317/ 10 of Milt Minter is not furbocharged, Minter led the standings early in the s8ason
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Al the back the large wing, with its bracing and adjustments, is imposing; befween the
rear wheels can be seen part of the lurbo-supercharging system, with turbing wheels
af each side of the gearbax and the exhaust pipes above i, Tubwar frame (s magnesium.

Differences in noses and Wings are owious; Penske car also has heagrest shaped infakes

and Gregg was 5th. The Watkins Glen Can-Am was not a happy one for
Porsche. Follmer had trouble with the butterfly valves again (this time one
stuck open) as well as with a wheel that had lost its balance weight, and
after a pit stop he finished a poor 5th, 2 laps behind. Minter was 6th, an-
other lap back, and Gregg, trying a turbocharger for the first time, was
never competitive and finished 11th. Hulme won the race to take a good
lead on points.

The Porsche was back on form to win the Mid-Ohio event, which was
held in the rain. Oliver had a good race into 2nd place with the Shadow,
Minter was 3rd in his 217 /10 and Hulme was 4th in the McLaren, still hold-
ing his championship lead with 50 points, 2 more than Follmer and 10
more than Minter. Again the Penske 917 /10K had led from start to finish,
and if its major troubles were behind it, there was a strong probability that it
would break the five-year McLaren monopoly on Can-Am titles. Certainly
its technical advances were enlivening the series, although some of the
teams, including McLaren, were grumbling about the cost of turbocharg-
ing. The same thing had happened over the Chaparral 2J's suction-aug-
mented roadholding, which was banned after the 1970 season. But the
Can-Am series was predicated on a free engine formula—including turbo-
charging—and it would be unfortunate if this were abandoned. Consid-
ering only Porsche's interests, the factory had invested tremendous time
and maney in order to transform a basically three-year-old Group 4 and 5
sports car design into a competitive Can-Am machine that was adding
much interest to the racing.













Petar Gregg went well in the first two Can-Ams, finishing 5th at Mosport and Road Allanta in his 5.4-liter 917710, For Watkins Glen

George Folimer won at Road Atlanta in the he instated a turbocharged engine in the ofherwise standard car, but had frouble and never went fast: after four pit stops he finished
back-up Penske 917/ 10K, Practicing for the 11th, 18 laps behind, In the Mid-Ohio race he ran the un-furbocharged engine buf dropped ouf an the 11th lap when he was running &ih.

race, Donohue lost the rear part of the body
and had a 150-mph crash that destroyed the
onginal car and injured his knee. The back-
up car was similar, with an aluminwm frame

Donohue's pit stop at Masport cost fim three laps but the problem was cured and he wen! oul again fo finish a strong 2nd. Folimer's
sfop at Watking Glen cost him only & lap and a half but the car didn’f go really well all through the race and Folimer was 5th, two
laps down. He made up for if at Mid-Chio; the car ran perfeclly and he drove well in the rain fo his second convincing wiclory.

-
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DATE
1969:
5/
6/1
B/14
=15

/10

87
83
9/14
9/28
1010
1012
10/19
10/26
11/8
11/9
1970:
/1
1/18
21
-2

A

322
3730
4/12

4/25

5/3
510
517

53

EVENT

Spa 1000-Km
Mirburgring 1000-Km
Le Mans 24-Hr

Osterreichring 1000-Km

Mid-Ohio Can-Am
Ehart Lake Can-Am
Bridgehampton Can-Am
Michigan Can-Am
Japanese GP

Laguna Seca Can-Am
Hackenhaim 300
Riverside Can-Am
Kyalarmi 9-Hr

Texas Can-Am

Buenos Aires 1000-Km

Buenos Aires 200-Mi
Daylona 24-Hr

Setring 12-Hr

Jarama
Thruxton
Brands Hatch 1000-Km

Monza 1000-Km

Jarama
Fassberg
Spa 1000-Km

Jarama

O17: RACE BY RACE, 1969-1970

ENTRANT* TYPE** NO. DRIVER(S) RESULT DATE EVENT ENTRANT* TYPE** NO. DRIVER(S) RESULT
5/31  Morburgring 1000-Km  Gesipa 45 Ky 54 Helleners/Neuhaus Ret.

Porsehe 4.5 K, 30 Miter/Schitz Ret. 6/7  Dijoninter. Challenge  Piper 45 K; — Piper 2nd
Porsche 4.5 K, 61 Piper/Gardnar ath 6/13  LeMans 24-Hr Martini 45 L, 3 Larrousse/RKauhsen 2nd
Woolle 45 L, 10 Woolle/Linge Rel. =14 AAW 4.5 Ky 18 VanLennep/Piper Het.
Porsche 4.5 Ly, 12 Elord/Attwood Ret. JW. 49 K, 20 Silert/Redman Ret,
Parsche 45 L, 14 Stommelen’Ahrens Rit. JW, 4.9 K; 21 Rodriguez/Kinnunen Ret.
Wendt 45 K, 29 Silert/Ahrans 15t JW 45 Ky 22 Hobbs/Haiwood Rel.
Piper 45 K; 30 Attwood/Redman 3rd Salzburg 4.5 Ky 23 Herrmann/Altwood 151
P 45 5, 0O Sittert ath Salzburg 4.9 L, 25 ElfordsAhrens Ret
P/A 45 5, 0O Siflen Ret, 6/21  Montlhéry Piper 45 Ky = Piper 2nd
Psa 45 5, 0 Siflent 3rd 6/28  Marisring Interserie AMN 45 K, B8 Vanlennep 2nd
PrA 45 5, 0 Silen 4th Gesipa 45 Ky 12 MNeuhaus 151
Porsche 4.5 K, 14 Siflert/Piper fith 7/5  Hockenheim interserie AN 45 Ky 12 VanlLennep 2nd
PrA 45 5, 0 Siflen Sth Gesipa 45 K; — Meuhaus fith
Piper 45 K, ~— Piper Ard Piper 45 Ky — Piper ath
PrA 45 5, 0 Sillen Ret Zitra 45 Ky — Martin 11th
Pipar 45 K. 9 Piper/Attwood 1st 7/ Watkins Glen 6-Hr JW, 49 K; 1 Siffert/Redman 2nd
P/A 45 5, 0 Silen 4th JW. 49 Ky 2 Rodriguez/Kinnunen 15t
P/A(Salz) 4.9 K; 31 Efford/Hulme 4th

Piper 45 Ky 28 Piper/Redman Ret Pra(Salz) 4.9 Ky 32 Aftwood/Ahrens Gih
Piper 45 Ky 28 Piper Rt Martini 4.5 Ky 35 VanlLennep/Larrousse  9ih
JW 45 Ky 1 Siffert/Redman 2nd 7/12  Watkins Glen Can-Am JUW. 49 Ky 1 Sitert 2nd
JW. 45 K3 2 Rodriguez/Kinnunen 151 Jw. 49 Ky 2 Rodriguez Ret.
Salzburg 4.5 Ky 3 Ahrens/Elford Ret. JW 45 K; 6 Redman 7th
JW. 4.5 Ky 14 Sittert/Redman Fet P/A(Salz) 49 Ky 31 Elord 4th
JW 4.5 Ky 15 Rodriguez/Kinnunen 41h P/A(Salz) 4.9 Ky 32 Aftwood 3rd
P/A(Salz) 4.5 Ky 16 Efford/Abrens Ret. Martini 45 Ky 35 Vanlennep Bth
FrA(Salz) 4.5 Ky 17 Herrmann/Ling Fet. 7/12  Croftintersarie Gesipa 45 K; 22 Neuhaus 2nd
Esc.Mac. 4.5 Ky — Soler-Roig 1s1 7/14  Magny Cours Piper 45 Ky — Piper Ard
Piper 45 Ky 5 Sittert st B9 Swedizh GP Martini 4.5 Ky = VanLennep 4th
JW. 45 Ky 9 Sitfert/Redman 20ih Piper 45 Ky — Pipar Gih
JW. 45 Ky 10 Rodriguez/Kinnunen 1st 8/23  Keimola Interserie AN 45 Ky 3 Vanlennep E]
Salzburg 4.5 Ky 11 Elord/Hulme 2nd Gesipa 4.5 Ky — Meuhaus 2nd
Salzburg 4.5 Ky 12 Herrmann/Aftwood drd Piper 45 Ky — Piper Tih
JW. 4.5 Ky 7 Rodriguez/Kinnunen 151 9/13  Imola 500-Km JOW 49 K; 2 Rodriguez Ret.
JW. 45 Ky 8 Siflert/Redman 12th JW. 49 Ky 3 Redman 1s1
Salzburg 4.5 Ky 9 Herrmann/Attwood Ret. Zitra 45 Ky 8 Marin/Vaccarela Ret.
Salzbwirg 49 K; 10 EWord/Ahrens Ret, 9/20  Thruxton Interserie Gesipa 4.5 K; 1 Neuhaus 15l
Piper 45 Ky 11 Piper/sAdamowicz Ret. 9/20  Zandvoort Trophy AAN 45 Ky 44 Vanlennep 15t
AN 45 Ky 12 WVanlLennep/Laine 11th 10/4  Montihéry Coupe Salon  Zitro 49 Ky — Martin 3rd
Gesipa 4.5 Ky 14 Neuhaus/Kelleners 10th 1011  Hockenheim Imerserie  Gesipa 45 K, 62 Neuhaus 2nd
Esc.Mac. 45 K; — Soler-Roig 181 ASN 45 Ky 63 VanLennep drd
Pipear 45 Ky — Piper Ret, 10/11 Osterreichring 1000-Km Salzburg 4.9 K, 20 Ahrens/Marko Rat.
JW 4.9 Ky 24 Siffert/Redman 1st Salzburg 4.9 K; 21 EMord/Athwood 4th
JW. 49 K, 25 Rodriguez/Kinnunen Ret, Jw. 49 K; 22 Rodriguez/Kinnunen Ret
Salzburg 4.9 K; 28 EHord/Ahrens 3rd JW, 4.9 Ky 23 Siffert/Redman 1st
Salzburg 4.5 Ky 29 Attwood/Herrmann &th 10/18  Montihéry 1000-Km Martini 4.5 Ky 2 VanLennep/Larrousse Ret
Gesipa 45 Ky 30 Kelleners/Neuhaus 17th Gesipa 45 Ky 3 Neuhaus/Kauhsen Aet,
AN 4.5 Ky 43 Laines/VanLennep Sth 11/7  Kyalami9-Hr Piper 4.9 Ky 1 Attwood/Love Ret.
Esc.Mac. 45 Ky — Soler-Foig 15t Martini 49 Ky 2 Siffert/Ahrens 2nd

9



O917: RACE BY

DATE EVENT ENTRANT* TYPE** NO. DRIVER(S) RESULT DATE EVENT ENTRANT* TYPE** NO. DRIVER(S) RESULT
1971: Imala (eont.) Zitro 4.5 Ky = Martin Sth
1710 BuenosAires 1000-Km  Esc.Mac. 4.5 K; 28 Fillipaldi/Reutemann Rel. Piper 45 Ky — Casoni 18th
JW. 49 Ky 30 SiffertsBell 1st 5/9  Spal1000-Km JW, 50 Ky 20 Sitert/Bell Znd
JOW, 49 Ky 32 Rodriguez/Qliver 2nd JW 50 Ky 21 Rodriguez/Oliver 151
Zitra 4.5 Ky 34 Martin/Brea 10th Martini 4.8 Ky 22 EHord/Larrousse Fet
Martini 49 K; 36 Marko/Van Lennep Rt Martini 4.9 K; 23 Marko/VanLennep Ret.
Martini 49 Ky 38 Elord/Larrousse Fet, Usdau 4.5 K; 25 HKausen/Jost 41h
Usdau 45 Ky 48 Jost/Monguzzi . Zitro 45 Kz — Martin/Pillon Ret
1730  Daylona 24-Hr JW. 49 K, 1 Siftert/Bel et 5/30  MNirburgrng 1000-Km  Usdau 45 K, 55 Kauhsen/Jost 6ih
-3 JW 49 Ky 2 Rodriguez/Oliver 15t 6/6  ZFolder Interserie Heckers. 4.9 5; 1 MNeuhaus 4th
Martini 49 Ky 3 Marko/Lins Ral. ASN 49 5; 11 Kinnunen 2nd
Martini 49 K; 4 EHord/VanLennep Ret. Gespa 4.5 S5, 14 Waber Sth
3720 Sebring 12-Hr JW 49 K; 1 Siflert/Bell 5th 6/12  LeMans 24-Hr JW 49 Ly 17 Sitterl/Bel Ret.
JW. 49 K; 2 Rodriguez/Qliver ath -13 JW, 49 Ly 18 Rodriguez/Oliver Ret.
Mariini 49 K; 3 EWord/Larrousse 1st JW, 49 K; 19 Aftwood/Muller 2nd
4/4 Brands Hatch 1000-Km  J.W. 50 Ky 6 Siflert/Bell 3rd Martini 49 Ly 21 Elford/Larrcusse Ret.
JIW, 50 K; 7 Rodriguez/ Qliver Ret. Martini 49 K; 22 Marko/Van Lennep 15t
Martini 48 Ky 8 Eford/Redman Ret. Martini 49 P 23 Kauhsen/Jost Ret.
Martini 49 Kz 9 VanlLennep/Lamousse  9th Zifro 4.5 Ky 57 Martin/Pillon Ret,
Usdau 4.5 Ky 10 Kauhsen/Jost fith 627 5t Jovite Can-Am Polak 49 5, 0 Minter Bth
4/12  Thruxton Trophy Pipar 49 K; — Siftent 151 6727  Osterreichring 1000-Km  JW. 5.0 Ky 15 Siffert/Bell Ret.
418  LeMans3-Hr Martini 49 P 20 Vanlennep/Kauhsen  Ret JW 5.0 Ky 16 Rodnguez/Attwood 151
4/25  Monza 1000-Km JW. 50 Ky 1 Sittert/Bell 2nd Martini 5.0 K; 28 Larrousse/Marko Ret.
JW 50 K; 2 Rodriguez/Oliver 1st 7ra HockenheimInlersere  Heckers. 4.9 S5 1 Meuhaus 5th
Martini 49 K; 3 EBiford/Larrousse Ret. ABW 50 5; 11 Kinnunen 2nd
Martini 49 K3 4 Marko/Van Lennep Ret. Gesipa 49 S, 13 Weber 41h
LUsdau 4.5 K; 6 Kausen/Jost Tth T4 Wila Real Piper 49 Ky — Cabral 2nd
Zitro 45 Ky — Martin/Pillon ath 7/11  Road Atlanmta Can-Am  Polak 49 5; 0 Minter Sth
5/2 Imola Interserie Heckers. 49 5; 1 MNeuhaus 215t T/ Marisring Interserie Heckers. 4.9 5; 1 Neuhaus 14th
ABN 49 5, 11 Kinnunen 3rd AAN 50 5; 11 Kinnunen 17th
Gesipa 4.5 5. 14 Weber Bith Gesipa 49 5, 14 Weber Tth
* AAW— Racing Team AAW (Finkand) Piper— David Piper Racing (England) Ky 1969 917 Kurz with movable tail fllaps.

Boere— Boaere Sport Helmet Racing Piper-W— Piper-White Racing {England) Kz 1969917 Kurz with compromise high tail,
Team (Germany) Polak— Vasek Polak Racing Team Kg 1870-71 917K instandard form.
Bosch— Bosch Racing Team (Germany) {United States) Ky 1970 )W 917K with upswept valley between rear fenders (Spa only).
Esc. Mac.— Escuderia Nacional (Spain) Parsche— Porsche System Engineering Ky 1970-71.JW. 917K with small adjustable wing between rear fenders,
Gesipa— Gesipa Racing Team (Germany) (Germany) Kg 1971 Martini 917K with high intake scoops (Brands Hatch only),
Gregg— Peter Gragg (United States) P/A— Porsche/Audi (United States) K3 1971 917K with vertical tai fins.
Heckers.— Uschi Heckersbruch Salzburg— Porsche Konstruktionen Ly 1968817 Langheck with movable tail flaps {Le Mans only).
(Germany) KG, Salzburg (Austria) Lz 1970 917LH with vertical firs and horizontal wing (Le Mans only)
J W — JW, Automotive Engineering 5TP P/A— STP PorscheAudi {United Ly 1971 91 7LH with fins, wing and enclosed rear wheels (Le Mans only).
Ltd. (England) States) P 1971917 /20 Truffeljager (Pig) with wide body, tins (Le Mans only),
Loos— Georg Loos (Germany) Usdau— Team Auto Usdau (Germany) S, 1969 Can-Am 917PA spyder.
Martini— International Martini Wendi— Karl Fraiherr von Wendt Sz 1971 Interserie 917 spyder based on 91 7PA,
Racing Team (Haly) (Germany) Sy 1971 Intersene 91 7 spyder with vertical tail fins.
Penske— Penske LEM Porsche Audi Woolte— Woolte Racing Team (England) 84 1971 Can-Am 317 spyder moditied from original 91 TPA,
{United States) Zitro— Zitro Racing (France) Sg 1971 Can-Am 917 /10 spyder with vertical 1ail fins.
Sg 1972 Can-Am/Interserie 917 /10 spyder with fins and horizontal wing.
** 4.5 4494 cc, 4.9— 4907 cc, 50— 4999 cc, 5.4— 5379 cc; 1— turbocharged Sy 1972 Can-Am/ Interserie 317 /10K spyder with long fins, wing and shovel nose,




RACE, 1971-1972

DATE EVENT ENTRANT® TYPE** NO. DRIVER(S) RESULT DATE EVENT ENTRANT® TYPE®** NO. DRIVER(S) RESULT
7r24  Watkins Glen &-Hr, JW 50 Ks; 1 Siffert/vanLennep 2nd 10/31  Riverside Can-Am Prolak 49 5, 0 Minter Gth
JW. 50 Ky 2 Bell/Attwood 3rd 10/31  Japaness GP Piper 49 Ky — lkuzawa 2nd
Piper 49 K, 43 Cabral/Adamowicz Ret. 11/6  Kyalami9-Hr Piper 45 Ky 3 Charlton/Allwood Ret.
7/25  Watking Glen Can-Am STPP/A 50 5 20 Sitftert 3rd Piper 50 K 4 Casoni/Adamowicz 41h
Piper 49 K; 43 Cabral 17th
JW. 50 K; 91 Attwood 13th
JW 50 Ky 82 VanlLennep Sth
JW 49 K, 93 Bell 11th
B/22  Mid-Chio Can-Am Polak 49 5, 0 Minter Bih
STPP/A 50 5; 20 Siftert 2nd
B8/22  KeimolaInlerserie Heckers. 4.9 S, 1 Neuhaus 41h
AAN 50 5% 11 Kinnunen 15t
Gesipa 49 5, 14 Weber 5th
§/29  Elkhart Lake Can-Am STPP/A 50 S; 20 Siffert 2nd
/12 Donnybrooke Can-Am  Polak 49 5, 0 Minter 7th
STPP/A 50 3, 20 Suftert 5th
9/12  Imola Interserie Heckears 49 S, 1 MNeuhaus 101h
AAN 50 S, 11 Kinnunen 4th
Gesipa 50 S, 14 Weber Bth 1972:
Fiper 50 Ky — Casoni 5th 4/3 Mirburgring Inferseria  AAW 54 55 1 Kinnunen dath
9/26  Edmonton Can-Am Paolak 489 5, 0 Minter Sth Heckers 50 S; 6 MNeuhaus 51h
STPP/A 5.0 5; 20 Siffert ath Bosch 50 S 11 Kauhsen 2nd
10/3  Hockenheim Interserie  Heckers 49 5; 1 Neuhaus ath Boere 45 5; 17 Kraus Bth
W 50 S, 11 Kinnunen Ird 51 Imola Inlersere AN 54 5; 1 Kinnunen Rt
Gesipa 50 S; 14 Weber 2nd Bosch 50 55 11 Kauhsen 151
10/12 Barcelona 1000-Km JW 50 Kg 24 Bell/VanLennep 2nd Boere 50 5; 17 Kraus 3rd
10/17  Montléry 1000-Km JW 50 Ky 4 Bell/VanLennep 15t §/21  Silverstone Inlerserie ASW 54 5 1 Kinnunen 15t
BN 50 5, — Larrousse/Kinnunen 2nd Bosch 54 5: 11 Kauhsen Ret
Gesipa 50 5, — Marko/Weber Ret Boere 50 S, 17 Kraus 4th
10/17 LagunaSeca Can-Am  Polak 49 5, 0 Minter 9th 6/11 Mosport Can-Am Paolak 54 5; 0 Minter 4th
STPP/A 50 S 20 Sitlert Sth Penske 50,5, & Donohue 2nd
Gregg 54 5. 59 Gregg 5th
7/9 Road Atlanta Can-Am  Polak 54 5; 0 Minter 3rd
Penske 50,5, 6 Follmer 15t
Gregg 54 S, 59 Gregg Sth
7/9 Osterraich. Interserie AAWN 50,5, 1 Kinnunen Ruat
Bosch 50,5; 11 Kauhsen 2nd
Boere 54 8 17 Kraus Ret
7/16 Hockenheim Inferserie  AAW 50,5; Kinnunen 15t
Bosch 50,5 11 Kauhsen 2nd
7/23 Watkins Glen Can-Am Polak 54 5; 0 Minter 6th
Panske 50,%; 6 Folimer 5th
Gregg 45 5. 59 Gregg 11th
B/6B Morisring Interserie AAWN 50,5, 1 Kinnunen 151
Piper-W 54 K; 3 Craft Ret.
Bosch 5.0,5; 11 Kauhsen 2nd
Boere 54 5, 17 Kraus Ret
Loos 50 S, — Pesch 4th
B8/6 Mid-Ohio Can-Am Polak 54 5, 0 Minter 3rd
Penske 50,5, 6 Follimer 15t
Gregg 54 Sy 59 Gregg Ret
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Vic Elford drove for the works leam
in 1969, Salzburg in 1870 and Martini
in 1971, whon he won the Sabring race

Hans Herrmann was a veleran Porsche
driver of many seasons when he and
D¥ck Attwood won af Le Mans in 1970,

Leo Kinnunen, a young Finnish driver, Dawvid Piper raced his 9175 all over
partnared Rodriguez to four 1970 wins the world as both entrant and driver,
and was Interserie champeon in 1971 He won the Kyalami 9-Hours in 1969

Joseph Siffert was one of those superb drivers who excelled in any
car=Sports, Formula T or Can-Am. He gained the 917°s first

victory at Osterreichring in 19649, won two champlionship races

in 1970 with Redman and one in 1971 with Bell. His two Can-Am
$8as0ns wara models of briliant yet consistent driving and he was
4th both times despite nol having run in all of the events. His

crash in & BRM at Brands Halch in 1971 robbed the sport of 8 masier

O17: THE
) )




DRIVERS

Mark Donohue had only one race in the
917/ 10K before being injured, but
was responsible for its development

Brign Redman is an excallent ariver
who partnered Siffert ably in 1970;
they won ai Spa and Oslerreichring

Jackie Oliver shared Rodriguez” four Derek Boll was Siffort’s co-driver
wins in 1971, but left J.W.-Gulf fo during 1971. Their one viclory
concenirate on the Can-Am seres that year was af Buenos Aires.

Pedro Rodriguez was the undoubted 917 expert, Like Siffert, he would
drive any car as fast as if would go. His successes in the 917 were

the backbona of the whole Porsche effort; he won Daytona, Brands
Hafch, Monza and Watking Glen in 1970 with Kinnunen, and Dayfona,
Moniza, Spa and Osterreichring in 1970 with Oliver. He was noled for
his fantastically-controlied drives under difficull conditions. He

was kiled a few months before Siffert, in @ Ferran af Norsning.
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