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Foreword

The volume Light Jagdpanzer is now followed by a
compilation on the heavy vehicles of this category. Their direct
origin as variants of the well known Panther and Tiger tanks has
also made them known, despite their small numbers, They were
{he vehicles that carried the outstanding antitank weapons, the 8.8
om and 12.8 cm antitank cannons, among the best of their genre of
all warring nations.

“Their heavy armor did much to safeguard the lives of the crews.
Their superior firepower, along with their armor protection, brought
a weighty disadvantage: The vehicles became too heavy. The
engineers’ equipment proved o be insufficient, and the recovery
and towing services could no longer do their job.

In addition, their highly evolved technology was very sensitive.
Inthe end, it was the cause of more breakdowns than enemy action.

The Ferdinand/Elefant and the Jagdtiger very clearly

pped the weight b ies that d successful

action

They could be transported only on especially built railroad
cars, which were targets of more and more Allied air attacks

The expensive technology, including the gasoline-electric drive
that Prof. Parsche had to use to make his vehicles somewhat mobile,
did not meet the wishes of the soldiers for simplicity and operability
of the vehicles in action. Their complaints are shown clearly in
this volume.

Since the development and production of these vehicles ook
place in the last war years, inherent faults and production gaps
caused by air raids resulted in very obviously low production
statistics, especially for the Jagdpanther and Jagdtiger. The troops
themselves had to experience what was necessary 0 keep the
vehicles ready for action.

When the infrastructure of the German Reich collapsed totally,
these heavy armored vehicles were more and more of a burden, as
they could not fulfill the demands placed on them.

We thank Mr. Karlheinz Miinch for allowing the publication
of many hitherto unpublished pictures.

Walter J. Spielberger, Hilary L. Doyle, Thomas L. Jentz



Jagdpanther

Among the best antitank weapons of World War ITwas the 8.8
1 of the German Welirmachr. Although this gun was
not origimally foreseen as an antitank weapon (Pak), during the
war years 4 whole senes of vanations developed, including tank
and antitank cannons. The next chapter describes the “eight-cight”
in detail. The mobility of this weapon, oniginally planned for
motorized towing, left something to be desired. so that the
Welrmach: soon looked for a usable self-propelled mount. The

Army Weapons Office decided on August 3, 1942, 10 combine
new 8.8 cm Pak with the chassis of the Panther tnk The fiy.,
development contract went to the Krupp firm i Essen. Aq gy,
time Krupp was already working on mounting the 8.8 cm gug o

modified Panzer IV tank chassis. In these tests the fiem deternne

that the Panther chassis had 1o be changed basically tor this e |,
was not possible for Krupp to supply the required de- X

by Januiry 1943. The planned series production was
July 1943 The onginal plans show a 35-ton vehicle with the 5y

e Pak 1771 as the primars weapon. and an MG 342 and two MP
nent The

A0 s addional ar versing field of the mam weapon

her sides the eles ation tield reached 1

Jegrees o e

srees Krupp pl

was
1o+ 14 d
plus S0 nun plates ata 60-deg

ed verticad anmar plates 80 min thick

e The side anmor wis

gle. The plans made the

an;

consist of 40 mm plates ata 30-degree any
vehuele™s height 2400 mm. and its length 9000 mm

During a conference in the Reich Minisiry of Armament and
War Froduction on October 15, 194210 was decided to turm further
ton over 1o Daimler-Beng, This Birm was also 10 begin
5 16 suppert
ibility for
ah Krupp
1 of the tank

pre
producing the vehicles m the summer of 1943 Krupy

r. hut masntaimned

Dannler Bens i des)
developing and stoning the primary wed

nore 10 do with the d
es of the Tirm displayed a full-size wonden

otticially had nothing

destroyer, represent



model of their design on November 16, 1942 The maodel. with ity
Jow silhouette, showed little simlarity to the later Jagdpanther

A conference at Daimler-Benz on January 3, 1943, determined
further technical details of the 8.8 cm assault gun.” For ¢ iple,
the thickness of the upper fronl arntor was (o be 100 mm, while the
lower part was to be 60 mm thick—both with an angle ol 55
degrees. The roof, floor, and rear plates were o be 33 mm thick
The cannon shicld was made of molybdenum-free cast steel, and
serewed to the front urmor—easily removable. 17 shiting and
ering gears could be extended through the opeming tor the
cannon, the Daimler-Benz designers suggested that the roof be
welded on fast. The driver looked through two periscopes instead
of one sight block, He could also observe, il necessary, through
the side “pistol loopholes.”

In mid-1943 the first finished armor-plate bodies were 1o be
delivered. The first series production vehicle was expected in
December 1943

During the

iihrer’s conference on March 6, 1943, the decision
was made to make the ball mantlet for the gun mount on the
“Assault Gun on Panth s much like that of the “Porsehe Assault
ad the “Assault Gun 15 ¢m” as possible. In any case. the
ield should deflect shots better than the “bullet catchers™ on
It Gun on Panzer [ Chassis.” The Weapons Office’s
8 e Panzerjiger43/3 L/71 on Panther Chassis™
1. 1943, required armor thicknesses of 100 mm ata

degree angle on the front, 60 mm at 35 degrees on the sides, and
40 mm ces in back and on the roof, plus a 30 mm bottom
of the hull. Thus. the planned vehicle had the same hull armor as
the awai fense it had one

MG and two MP 38 or 40, which were carried unmounted. The
optical equipment should consist of one S Zielfernrohr 5 for the
cannon. one SF 14 Z shear scope, and seven other periscopes The
five-man crew was composed of the commander, gunner, dnver,
and two loaders. The radio equipment would be the FuG 16 and
FuG 15, normally used by the artillery. The command chicles of
the battery chiefs and unit commanders also carried an FuG 8.

i

On May 4, 1943, the decision wis made 1o let Pangpy, |
production continue. The Panther 1 was held back :

ot releg,
Tor series producton. Several chunges tat were planned for Py,
ey
1 for reasons of production technology were supposed 1o
ke

for an improved version of Panther 1, and be taken over for y

Heavy Assault Gun 8.8 ¢cm.” Since the onginal design draw iy, ‘L\
from Daimler-Benz were based on the Panther 11 hull, they 3,
had 10 be transposed with all improvements onto the Pantligy |

These changes were carried out quickly. so that the Birst hully gy
bodies could be delivered in Septenber 1943, The new armor plye,
were 80 mm thick on the tront body and 50 mm on the from huli
The side panels of the body were S0 mm, while those of the 1
body. hull, and sides were 40 mm. The roof and foor were protecieg
by 30 mm plates.

What with the shortage of space in Works 40 of the Daimig,.
Benz AG, plus the fact that the firm did not reach the contrucreg
number of Panthers, the Braunschweig “Mithlenbau und Indusy,
AG” (MIAG) took aver production of the “heavy assault gun' 11
2 decision was made on May 24, 1943,

It was decided to decrease the armor on the roof, floor, 4y
ne compartment cover by 16 mm, so s 1o bring down the 11
1. Alter the cannon had o be moved to the right of center 1,
make more space for the driver, the traversing field was limieg
from 28 to 24 deg

The requirements changed on June 9, 1943, and a radioniy
was added to the crew, making asix-man crew. The vehicle was i
carry 50 8.8 em shells, 30 explosive grenades for the “close comba
weapon,” 600 rounds for the MG 42, and 760 for the four MP 4y
Instead of direct means of sighting for the main armament, the
periscopic SIL.ZF 1 with Target Setting 37 was installed. The heagd
of the scope was outside the body roof, and wrned with the mam
gun. The driver saw through two periscopes, plus five machine-
tol loopholes (2 right, I left, and 2 behind), while the commander
used a Scherenfernrobr SE 14 Z (S{1) and three periscopes, and
the two loaders had two periscopes (one turning 360 degrees). The
crew could enter and exit through three hatches. The commander's

hatch was at right in the root, another was at the left rear of the
roof, directly over the loader’s seat, and the third hatch was in the
center of the rear body wall

In June 1943, Daimler-Benz had finished the full-size model
of the “Medium Panzerjager with 8.8 cm-L/71 on Panther” and
rned it over w MIAG. There it helped the technicians prepare
the assembly drawings and the powerplant. Adolf Hitler examined
this model on October 20, 1943, as well as wooden models of the
Tiger 11 and Jagdnger. Expenience with the “Ferdinand” tnk
destroyer in the tank battle of Kursk had shown that the crew needed

a fiomly mounted MG 1o fight sgaimst infantry and other small

chine gun in the ball mamlet

targets. The planning hiad included a ma
i the upper bow plate trom the beginming. Betore series production
began other details were chan; The crew was cut from six o
five men by dropping the second loader. the number of periscopes
in the body roof from five (o four (two rigid, two turning ), and the
ammunition wis increased from 50 1 60 rounds MIAG hinished
the first prototype in October: the High commander of the
Wehrmacht saw the first photos during the Fubrer's conference on
November 13, 1943. The second prototype followed in November,
and was shown to Hitler on December 16, 1943

The Army Weapons Office’s official

better idea of how big the vehicle was The container for the barre! cleaning

15 now mot




Devel

of Designations for the Jagdy

Schweres Sturmgeschiitz auf Fgst.Panther mit der 8.8cm L/71

Fiihrer's conference 10/2/1942
Sturmgeschiltz aufl Panther

Fithrer's conference 3/6/1943
8.8 cm Pz.Jiig.43/3 L/71 Panther

WaPrilf 5/1/1943

Panzerjiger auf Fgst.Panther [ (mit 8.8cm Pak43/3 L/71)

“Overview of the Army’s Armament State,” Chef H.Riist u. BAE/

Stab Riist 11T 7/15/1953 to 8/15/1943
s.Panzerjiiger auf Fgst.Panther 1 (mit 8.8 cm Pak 43/3 L/71)
“Qverview” as above 9/15/1943 to 2/15/1944
8.8cm Pz.Jiig.43/3 (L/71) Panther

State of Development, Chef H Riist u. BAE/Wa Prilf - 9/15/1943
Mittlerer Panzerjiger mit 8.8cm L/71 auf Panther 1

Fiihrer’s conference 9/30/1943
Sturmgeschiirz *Panther” fiir 8. 8cm Stw.Kan 43 (Sd.Kfz. 172)
Panzerjdger “Panther” fiir 8.8cm Pak43/3 (Sd.Kfz. 173)

Jagdpanther (early version)

April 1944—Chassis no. 300026—MIAG made (one-piece cannon—stor-
age-space rack at back of fighting compartment—installed cn left side, in-
cluding 50 mm diameter towrope, "C” towing hook, and spare track links.

12

O.K.H. (Chef HRiist u. BAE) In 6 October 1943
Panzerjiger auf Panther .
Fiihrer's conference 11511943

A message 1o the OKH on November 29, 1943, signed by Hiy,,
finally settled the term Jagdpanther for the “schweren Pauzujag;,‘

Jagdpanther Ge! n.Insp.d.Pz Tr.Akten
s.Pz.Jiiger V 8.8cm Pakd3/3 L/71 “Jagdpanther”
WaPriif 6

s.Pan

8.8cm auf Panther 1. The OKH confirmed this d
February 1, 1944,

5.Pz.Jg. Panther GenStdH/Crg.Abt.

s.Panzerjager (Fahrgestell Panther m.8.8cm)
Chijef H.Riist u. BAE, Wa.Abn. 14211944 10 97671944
Evocative name Jagdpanther for s.Pz.Jg. auf Fgst.Panther
GenStdH/Org.Abt. 22711944
Panzerjiger “Panther” fiir 8.8cm Pak43/3 (Sd.Kfz, 173)
K.SLN.114% and 1154a 3111944
s.Pz_Jiiger Panther Genlnsp.d Pz.Tr. Akten 3411944
Jagdpanther (8.8cm Pak43/3 L/71 auf Fgst. Panther I)
“Oyerview" as above 3/15/1944 to 10/15/1944
Jagd-Panther 8.8cm Pakd3/3 L/71 auf Fahrgst.Panther [
GenStdH/General der Artillerie War Diary 41811944

0 on

12/16/1943

CCOPYNGHT 1SLARY LOUS TRy

i
Chef GenStdH/Org. AbL/Gen.Insp.d P2 Tr.
Called by the wroops: Jagdpanther

4124/1944 10 4/6/1945

5/1/1944

zerjéger mit 8.8cm PakL/71 auf Fgst.Panther as
her™

9/8/1944

Called officially: Jagdpanther Ausf.
Chef GenStdH/Org. Abt/Gen.Insp.d.Pz.Tr. 9/1111944
Jagdpanther, Panzerjdger Panther (m.8.8cm Pak43/3 LI71)
(Sd.Kfz. 173)
“Overview” as above
Jagdpanther G1 MNH

1171501944 1o 3/15/1945
22771945




Front view: 2
(Onginal cast collar—15 mm plate over open ng for

second drver’s penscope)

b
I i L '

©COPYRIGHTHLARY LOUIS DOYLE 1593

113337
e

Top view: (engine room cawer as in Panther tank.Type G, but front intake gratings reduced 1/3 in size—antenna position for panther covered—storage space

on right side of vehicle: S0-mm towiine,"C" towing hook, and 15 mm rope for track puling)
——

Rear view:
Towing hook by inspection opening in center of rear
plate.

©COPYHIGHT HILARY LOWS DONE TFy |

(CCOPTAIGHT HILARY LOUIS DOYLE 1993
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:j Shape Change During Production Junuary 1944

the roof was temporarily closed by & circular g
During production of the Jagdpanther changes flowed in steadily,  The five “pistol ports” n the side and rear walls were prey,

simplifying the production and making the vehicle more suited o in the (80 prototypes (chissis no. V101 and V 102). 1y,

SR dropped when series production began (from no. 30000




February 1944 The first Jagdpanthers still
A Panther tank. Only the air int: atin

ver of the Type
d the back

r. Since the antenna was mounted at the right
nlike the tank. which had the antenr
10 the engine cover—a circular plate now closed this oper

The left periscope for the driver was elimur wall was na

ted. The opening was
welded shut with a rectangular piece of steel plate. The towir
coupling attached to the middle of the rear plate
round servicing hatch. For recovery, towi ds could now be  ©Pening on the engine cover between the filler caps for coolant
used, much improving control over the defective vehicle. With the  #nd fuel was also covered by a circular pl
towing cables used before the towing of the Jugdpanzer was hard  'Ptended for a telescopic pipe, which su
to control and brake. To make foom for the new towing coupling,  ir during deep wading. This requ
\he winch—which had been mounted horizontally over the ¢
servicing hatch unul then—was located vertically between the
exhaust pipes.

rear of the roof

4s welded 1o o

It was ony

plied the ¢
was w

s production of the Jagdpanther began. The two openings were
onger planned for the Jugdpanthers built after April 1944

The towing s
center of

The first

air intake
deep fording




May 1944

Two pipes left and right of the left exhaust pipe cooled the
exhaust, and simultaneously drew the dustand smoke of the steen
and wheel brakes through engine cooling ventilators through asheet
metal shaft. Sometimes this apparatus was also attached to the right
exhaust pipe

In the armam:
barrel of the 8.8 cm /
same designation. This consid
the shorter pieces of the sep

a two-piece barrel replaced the one-piece
titank Cannon 43/3. Both weapons had the

bly simplified construction, since

ated version were easier 1o produce.

The one-piece barrel had to be made of 4 single picce of

than six
The other diffe

One-piece barrel
Cannon balanced by @

lead counterweight

Muzzle brake 60 kg, recoil
brake 1.1 hter

Fitted muzzle brake of the

st pipe. They served 10 cool the exhaust

s between the two cannons are

Two-picce barrel

Cannon balanced by a strong
Breech '
Spring serviced on left side

Muzzle brake

35 kg * recoil brake 6 litees

7.5 cm Pak L/70




all existi

Tt was shown that changes were made in production only when

as long as the weapons had first

parts were used up-

been delivered to the Army Weapons Office for shooting in. Thus,

it happened that some Jagdpanikers sull re

¢

cived the one-piece

nnon at the end of October 1944

June 1944

The serew attachments for the wo-ton makeshift crane, knoy,
“mushrooms.” were also planned for the 100 of the body (3 piegq.,
The outer weapon shield was thus chang

d 5o that a serew wyy

into the top of the cast piece, so the shield could be lified b,
eye. i

mm
I 300 Ll L e 1
$
% 250
e
3 200
& \ e
150
100 i

1000

88 cm Pak 4302

2000 m
—== Entfernung

1500

ta 90 e

September 1944

plember

OnS £
wzimmeril” proteclive coatings

using

In September 1944
the manufacturers
were instruc
use Zimmerit protec-
tive coatings any more.

9, 1944, the OKH advised the manufacturers to stop

nst hollow charges,

effectuve immediately. The inner weapon shield, whick

inside, was cov

t0 the upper bow pl ed by a cast coll.
above and below by four bolts. Some Jagdpanthers stll went to

the front with the old covering in November 1944




October 1944

A thickened inner weapon mount increased protection. The stron

cast piece was likewise held on by four screws

above and below

Sheet metal covers concealed the exhaust pipes, whigt
y at night. In mid-October, MIAG was already yyy,
pipes next 1o the exhaust pipes, even befe

simall cooli
the sheet metal covers. In practice, the various mi uaciugg,
introduced changes only when they had used up their suppiye
old parts.

or were developed; they are easy o recognize by their de

e With a shortage of parts and available spare parts to

r-l\""*fd‘:” e manufacturers were still installing original leading

b Jagdpantters in Fobruary 1945

Driving tests had shown that the rear shock absorbers mounted
de the hull had no influence on the handling of the vehicles

:[": "L were dropped to shorten production tme and avoid
ey

whe

superfluous parts.

This veh
buift by MNH
pieces that had an
escape right over the breech of

gun

(chassis no. 303018)
as

November 1944

On a limited n
N

mber of Jagdpanthers (1en confirmed) made in
ember and December 1944, the smoke ¢ scap

pe ventilalor was

d forward on the roof, directly over

apon mount. In all

other Jagdpantiers built before id afterward, this ventilator was

on the right side of the roof direct
As of November, the J¢

periscope

behind the commander's hatch
ranither was

en one more driver's
As of December 1944, the bodies that the builders still
supplied with two openin

had a shaft with a port welded on
Before this time the second opening

had been covered with a 15
mm thick piece of armor plate.




December 1944 engine cooling system. The cooling and smoke escape dugy, |
the exhaust lines were dropped, with the air exit dugys
the vehicle. In the middle of the engine compartment cover

--||5,|m-du‘-\"’\t" exhavst mufflers were suppo:

ot pipes, and prevent mixtures of fuel and &
{rom igniting. Probably, thaugh, the MNH f
| Jagdpantiiers with the old ventilation ducts next t the

slowin
glow

exhaust
delivere
exbaust pipes

The Jagdpanther adopted the type of engine cover that had been
introduced on the Panther tank. This caused inner changes in the  venulator, with a cov
became narrower

r, was installed. The rear air intake g




1, chassis no. 303094, made by MNH i

nition storage

February-March 1945. The vehicle w

throwng out use

Ammuntion storage at the left rear







view: (two added p
ox and steenng

by the left exhaust—warm arr directed
es) 410 9 thruli')' 1945

bl 27, 1945, the manufacturers were instructed to leave
OE :,;b:a;gage box for the crew at ihe left rear.
o

©COPYRIGHT HLARY LOUIS DOTLE 1993 ==
Aca-r'na.nd—mk version of the Jagdpanther. At
ypper fight over the round ammunition flap, the
et of the umbrella antenna can be seen. In
the middie is the opening for the electric cable.

Front view: (New rectangular opening in the front plate, covered by a new cast collar. which
s screwed on—welded-on port in the second drver’s sight opening)

i Jor anther Command Tank

o, 1944 chassis o, 300054—made by MIAG (Star Antenna DferFuGs
jpment of all command vehicles—skarting plates installed—covenng
drver's periscope—Tain gutters removed)

32




Production

ly a month after the official production planning, MIAG finished
edpanthers; the Weapons Office accepted
t on with small numbers
inApril, and ten in

st five series Ja,
dhem in January 1944. Production wen
ight in March,
t0 six Jagdpanthers in June

ys in production were due
arbox parts in the steening
By the end of June
the assembly halls.
y Panzerjdger unit

enough

finished: seven in February, eig
May, until production dropped b
on account of bombing raids. The de

mainly (0 improves
and intermedia
1944, 46 series Jagdpanthers in all had left
toequip only one heavy
The production plans had foreseen 160 of these vehicles
1o equip three uni and have Jagdpanthers left over for fur ther
esting and training. Production rose 0 15 units in July, but dropped
back to 14 in August because of another bombing raid

They were enoug!

S Bl N T By

Ry

The MIAG firm complained repeatedly about the 1ok
workers, So as not to delay the production longer, they y, !
promised another 300 workmen. At first the Army ();mmmcunw
sent 160 soldiers, who began their work on August4, 1944, An 2
group of 160 soldiers followed. The men came from the sixg, :

ment units, each of which sent ten men, W :

Panzerjiger repla
these workers, MIAG was able to finish 21 Jagdpantie;
September. A bomb attack in October sent the number s
cight o
Neither the Army High Command nor the Weapons Office
could be happy with these figures. They contracted with two othey

firms for Jagdpantier production
MIAG delivered eighty tank bodies to the Maschincnfabiy

Niedersachsen Hannover (MNH). which had been building Panthe,
tanks since 1943, MNH was supposed to build 20 Jagdpanthers
November 1944, 30 in December, and 30 more in January 1945,

itself to other projects. MNH was only
ercome its

ould then devore
1 to fill the holes until a third,
nd was able 1o handle high production rates, The

s M.B.A (Maschinenbau und Bahnbedarf), in

new firm had oy

and €
psed
phase,

firm Wi
Drewitz, whieh had not produced a single ammored vehicle

W
sdams

up to this point. But th

! is compuny had enough space
:.\llnhu_llnn The production planning of '\ﬂ;\ iy
carming pro 5 o o

: ked 10 do only five Jag,

November and ten in December 1944, The fol “L
planned for 1945: 20 in January, 30 in Feb
in April, 80 in \].\}, 90 in June, a

ess,

o1 tank




With the support of MNH aud MBA, the pi
climbed 1o 35 Jagdpanthers in November and 6
was reached in January |
MIAG and MBA had not reached the
ipures, MINH was requested 10 g0 €

gedpanehers until Jun 1945, A

an had 1o set up a “need program
g of February 1945, By it the few

1 for high-value combat vehicles

Fre
What »
dihie !
in March, and about 34 in Apnl be

smbing attacks, pow

firms were able to prod
1

works
The monthly J.
following overview. The monthly production

ther production

NNH. and the Army Wea
records were lost. To cal

from October 1944 o the w

1945 on, 100 units were (o be produ

only 42 in February \:

the monthly production of MIAG and MNH from the nu

(rned over w the Weapons Office




Front view: (Heavy outer cast collar as of NMovember 1944-—just one peri- ; ;
a for Tver a ember 1944 her (late version)

e e : jﬁfm’l‘;’“énm no. 39310/—MNH production (two-piece barrel of
{he 88 cm Stuk 43/3, introduced on a few vehicles as of May 1944, on all as
of November 1944—lightweight muzzle brake—new leading whee's (660
mm diameter)—87 links per track on some veficles as of October 1944
Fear shock absorbers dropped a5 of October 1944—fighting compartment
heating duct from the left hot air escape—Flame-extinguisher exhaust as of
December 1944—the last vehicles produced had teols and equipment that
were formerly attached to the side of the vehicle moved back to behind the
e compariment (including S0 mm diameter towrope).These changes
<0 made to older vehicles by their crews.

eng
were

4 % CCOPYRIGHT HLARY LOUS DOYLE 1993 2% i %4

ment brackets on Side view: (Ready for action: Two-part gun barrel—countenweight on the reco:
brake replaced by equalizing spring under the cannon—lengthened recoil protec-
tion—Z-14 targeting device installed—improved fresh air ducting through ventila-
tor and forward on the right side of the vehicle—changed location of radio sets—
Air escape for the HL 230 P 30 motor in the middle of the engine cover)

Rear view: (Changed tool and e
the rear plate—brackets for two

)| 1 o
515 @@ @) i) o@)ls
R

(BCOPYRIGHT HILARY LOWS DOYLE 1993
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Top views (“mushroom” mounts, introduced in june 1944, but position changed—engine room cover changed, equally big air intake gratings—:
e ridle in back—air intake for carburetor set in 2n open position-—metal attachments for mym:a-..)g g % e

Right side of the vehicle: (The 50 mm towline is housed on the
right side of the vehicle.)
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Jagdpanther Production Action
(8.8 cm-Pak 4373 on Panther 1 ehassis)
Month Planned Accepted  Finished  Finished Finished  The first umt that was supphied with fag,
by WA by MIAG by MNH by MBA - Anny Panzerjiger Abteilung 654, In Au;

already been chosen when they tned over ther ¢
eI e

€73 Was the
ISE T3, thiy

Ferdinand tank destroyers 1o their sister Abreilung 633 | o
18 653 The

October 1 1 I

nbes \ | five series Jagdpanzers were not available before Junuary 1o
December 5 o [l On February 21, 1944, at the carliest, Abreilung 654 \\.‘;: ¢
1944 1o train crews for the Jagdpa E 4

Because of delays in J r production, the |,

Januvary 15 &) 5
15 7 7 Abreilung 634 received eight recovery Panthe
15 s s vehicles in February 1944, Finally, the Army |q..‘\."
30 10 0 Office released 1wo Jagdpanthers on March 23, 1943, )
35 10 10 them to the Panzeryager School at Miclaw. On April 25 ,"w
40 6 6 Army Equipment Office transferred the first eight J,
55 15 15 by rail direct to Army Panzerjager Unit 634 Thus. they “u“'f”
i 45 14 14 supplied as the Allics were landing i Normandy on June 6, 14,
September 40 21 21 In agreement with the K.SCN. T149¢ of March 1, 1944, e
October 50 8 8 heavy Panzerjiger company was o recerve 14 Jagdpanthers Ty,
November 43 55 3s 20 0 company troop got two. and the three platoons got four ¢,
December S0 o7 14 16 According to K.SUN. 1154 0f March 1. 1944, the staff compan..
1945 of the heavy Panzerjiger Abteilungen were each 10 g ”",( =
January 90 35 35 2 the command Jagdpeanther 2 £
February 50 2 20 0
March 60 32 13 7
April 60 20+ 3 10 12
Total 415+ 270 12 37

= Test models # V 101 & V 102




Canal. Fire from an M 4 Sh
broke through its right side
of the engine compartment, and the
vehicle burned out

N reasons, though, it was not possible to bring
ucliol 4
or prod war streng|
; '.,m_r‘mm.».-(;w ‘!\“'r'!_ 11, 1944, it was reported to Hitler that
nt. On JURE

o54° Abreilung with the First and Second
he 63+ ¢

th before it was translerred 1w

pessAbCY
g estern 11C
eesterm

he Sl o ready for service near Rethel. The \L.-rl"«-s!\ 1o
: ps, Wals reaty the First Company twelve,
5 nies: gdpanthers,

Compa! ‘(‘"mm‘mu Jagd

ny thirteen. Up Lo that point, though,
Jpany =
e ved only cight Jagd- or Bergepanther
654 had ’;‘”H,h.,, did not leave the Army Equipment
"“f;’"\ 14, 1944, Until then, the Staff had not
il June 14,
by rail uf s
: hls-dagdpanzer.
ezt Lm for the previous standards for mass
& : S
pon systems. the not yet complete 2% C m{qm:
b ew e ) e e o ;
sion RN B une 15, 1944, at exactly 12:10 AM, the
= ent to the front. On s aded the!
i 2 any of ’“‘”U[’!Hi.“' oz leas he western front.
Company ilroad cars and moved 1o the we
Jagdpanther O T e, the unit reached their destination
i V 2h! " s Py q
oh -‘b“;“' they were subordinated to the Panzer
29 June they

Second Con

Wit

O ision. Until July the compans remained under the
al Division. !

From
IO e XLVII Panzer Corps, fighting
ommaAn ol 2

;lr:uxh armored units.

enerally with

I sction. engineers
the 3* Company of Heavy Panzer

Htish Armyy recovered 1

n Apr

On July 1, 1944, the 654
were ready for action. The re:
Company used the |
ining purpe

Unit reported that 25

Jeagdpen
s. The 1¥ Coy
training camp without Jfu
still there

ny moved to the
wdpanihers; four weeks |
without Jagepe
One more J

wnther
of three Command Je sent 1o Abreilung 6
the Army Equi 944

On July 1944, the Staf, the rest of the 2+ ¢ ompa;
the 3" company arrived at the front. They were ssbordinated the
XLVIL Panzer Corps. On July 28, 1944, the XLVII. P X
reported the strength of Abreilung 654 a5 having
ready for action, while four were still bein

A report on July 30, 1944
under the LXXIV. Panzer Corps
credited with ten of 25

ient Office on July 6,

anze,

21 Jugdpanthers

meanwhile

stated that the Abreilung was
shot-down enemy tanks. On this day, th
Jagdpanthers had taken on a squadron of Churchill

British 6" Guards T

654 was

hree
tanks of the
ank Brigade in a two-minute action Two more
Churchill squadrons hurried up to provide reinforcement.
the Jagdpanzers to withdraw behind & hill after they had been hit.
‘The 6* Guards Tank Brigade reported the loss of eleven Churchill
tanks and the capture of two Jagdpantlers, which they h;
abandoned with track damage

nd forced

ad found
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Abteilung 654 requesied seven  Octoher

the Jagdpanthers, 044, the probles

OnAugust 1, 1944, Abrerlng 634 reported ¢ tatal damage: The root had also been penetraed, probypy Iy To repar five AK 7-200 gearboxes, 23 complete i
ready for action and two Command Jaedpantiers. Siteen more explosive arillery shell To take the vehicle By, (- \aybach "I':'m’a"fm"“.Mw e eper il s Dt sty | The 654 ¢ b
Jagdpanthers were being repaired. The total Tosses i July were examination it had 1 be recovered st The atempt 1o o, ‘i‘ .[_'\,;;ruw'l‘-“"d mmtlal e nowee: einforceuversionr il drives had alre d i
two Jagdpanthers and one Commund neher Jagdpartsher ontoa Diamond Tlow Joader with i w inch i, I.wlk-: l‘,‘mhﬂﬁm\drnr- as ‘“ l-p[ s adiitioni weigbrand i 1;\"\-' sure l\‘h drive wheels hud been e

To bring Heavy Panzerjager Abteilung 054 back to tull - The Jagdpanzer Bt diteh with i nose. flang e Jow louder g1y, .JIM\,_NKLMI‘) IM“:“.‘. The normal Panther Frial UAbEs Eiata g feently needed for def s
strength, 1t was assigned 16 “tresh™ Jagdpanthers. On July 31, Digh into the air and destroyed the wineh of @ Scammel) 1, B inessof the Jagdpanthie?. S7L e e Abtetlung 654 was preferem erpuger

vehicle which tried 1o hold the whole Wing Bt of 35 kilometers before the driveshalts give up. On - vehicles. To reach their offy S e
D Jagdpandyer

geregation twgethe,
o together. Ty, an aver they recenved se (
3 ved seven on Ogoby

1934, cight Jagdpanthers lett the Army Equipment Otfice by rail |
e 14 and six mare on No,

t followed on August 14, 1944, The | Company of - Royal Engineers of the 43 Disision made 1000-Frane hers 4
the Jugdpanther weighed more than the official 36 s, [y [;..
delaying combat on the invasion front, m breakay i

vember

The last ¢

the 654> Abreilung was declared ready tor action on 10 Au
although at that point (and anly very briefly) it had only eight

Ut o the pog,,
at Falaise and southwest of the Seine. the Abrethung 1oy |

Jagdpanthers in August. With their remaining 23 Jagdpanh,,

they finally withdrew behind the Seine. Most of their vehile

nily needed repairs. The order (o return to Germany cae o
September 9. 1944, Abreilung 654 moved 1 the Bavaran o
camp at Grafenwohr for refreshment

e available. One Jagdpanzer (tactical no. 314y of the 3
1y wars caplured by the Britsh i mid- Avgust 1944, One
ion of the 43 Brish Division recovered this vehicle. A six
pound antitank shell had bt the intermediate gears. A PIAT hollow
shell had penetrated the nght side of the body but did no

cha

her 234 of Heav

110 Seple 944, af

nthers of the 2

Jag company, Heavy F
Normandy

rendger Abtedung 654,
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1944, In addition, the Abeilung received tour 2 cm Flak Quad 38
on Panzer IV and four 37 em Flak guns on Panzer IV the
equipment of an armored anti-aire it uiie for
defense.”

et

The repair squad also received four Recovery Panthers for
wowing and repairing broken down vehicles The 654 Abreilung
was loaded onto the raitroad at Grafenw e on November 18, 1944,
and set out for the western front. As a result of a hot axle on a
yms low-loader car ol the

rman Reichsbahn, two

Jugdpanthers did not reach the uni unul Decen
ecember |

subordinated to the LXIH

During this e the Abredung reported 52 5,
ten destroyed Pak guns, and nine dam

tself lost 18 Ja;

ey

Becaue of numerous man

A fagdpanther of Heay
A gdpanther of Heavy Ponzerjoger A

Army Corps in AQ

GIps i AOK

G, and Tought almost nonstop from November 2
cniber 20 1y

and the 37 company eight Jagdpanthers ¢
cad

facturing delays, the 654

ng 654 in Alsace, 1944

1901 Ay G,

Cdown engiyy ¢
d enem

ddpenthers and three 2 ¢m Flak "»[MM e
IV, On December 1, 1944, the 1 comp, gk

} dhe only umit 10 the Wehenatc bt with thiee tully cquipped
Jagdlpunilrer compante> To ke up for production falures, Hitler
on September 11,193, the ¢

ose cquipment consisted of Jaxdpar

remined

serimental establishment of
ordered !

aunitw
v, or awault guns. Every unit sdould bave
Jugdpanthers and 1o companies with Jugdpanzer 1V o1

Sourmgeschirs 111 Hiter wanted no more umts that consisted

entirely of
Heavy Army Panzer

a the Miclau troop training camp. Wi chosen 1o be the mixed
nized was Heavy Army

(45) Jagdpaniers
er Abteilung 559, which was located

anit, The next troop unit 1o be reo
panzerjiger Ableitung 523 which was still using its “Hornisse’
Lank destroyers (8 & cm Pak 43/1 (50 Sd Kiz 164) to fight against
Allied tanks in ltaly The conversion of Abreilung 559 was already
min August 1944, and parts of the 5257 were withdrawn from
Italy o be changed 10 Jagdpenthers. Many orders and instructions
from the Fuhrer's confereriees were vfien carried out before Hitler

be:

Jeamned of it—and so were these changes. General Guderian and
others often had & hard time convineing Hitler of the good results

of these changes after the tact.

Adter they had lost ven 7.5 cin 2k 40 Sl propell
Muounts on 381 Cha
the 55U° was ordered o Mic
1944 two Jagdpanthier were e
4597 received s first five Jagdpd
1ain on May 1%, 1944, There w
gst 21 and 25, 1944, were

1944 In Marct
at Miclau The
Anmny

chruary £

Fqguipment Office ¥
wise, and only betwee
s and eleven Jugdpanthers sent 1o the unit by rail. The last of
the 17 Jagdpanthers arrived late, and left the Armmy Equipment
Office on September 3. 1944 Immediately after that the 5597 was
ordered o the western front. After they had left Miclay on
September 1, 1944 they were unloaded in Utrecht, and reponed
as ready for acuon on September 6, 1944 It was not unusual for

B assault

4 with new equipment (o be sent 1o
et acquainted

wnits that had just be
the front immediately. There wis scarcely time 0
with their equipment, to say nothing of cafrying out practical
Lraining. Practice in large bands was almost impossible. On
September 29 1944 —the 559" sull had just mine Jugdpanthers
(three ready for action) and eight assault guns (all in need of

n of Allied fighter-bombers.




repairs)—it was assigned to the LXVIL Army Corps of AOK 15,
Army Group B. The 559” reported three Jagdpanthers and five
Sturmgeschiirz 111 ready for action on October 4, 1944, They were
sent twelve Sturmgeschiirz 111 as replacements. On November 1,
1944, the Abreilung was still in combat action, and reported the
following vehicle situation: six Jagdpanthers in the 1* Company,
only one ready for action, and 15 Surmgeschiirz 111, three of them
ready for action.

The third unit to use the Jagdpanther in action was Heavy
Panzerjiger Abteilung 519. They were almost wiped out in the
heavy fighting of Army Group Center in the east in June and July
1944, and lost all their “Hornisse” tank destroyers. [n August 1944
they returned to Miclau, and on August 22, 1944, they were
reorganized with a complete array of 17 Jagdpanthers and 28
assault guns:

Jagdpanther, Abteilung Stafl

K.SLN. 1106 3/1/1944
Staff Company

K.SLN, 1154a 3171944
1* Panzerjéger “Panther” Company

K.StN. 1149 4141944
2% Panzerjiiger Assault Gun company

K.StN. 1149 4171944
3™ Panzerjiger Assault Gun Company

K.SLN. 1149 411944

The 28 Sturmgeschiitz I11 were loaded on the train on
September 6, 1944; the 17 Jagdpanthers followed between
September 14 and 27, 1944.

Loaded on six freight trains, the 519" left Mielau heading west
on the morning of 8 October. The last train arrived for unloading
on October 11, 1944. Under Army Group G, tactically subordinated
to the LXXXI. Corps, the 519® reported on their complement of
Jagdpanthers:

50

Date Total  Ready In Repair Ty
October 22 e o o lossgg
October 29 14 5 8 3
October 31 14 7 7 0
November | 14 10 4 0
November 4 14 12 2 0
November 24 I 4 7: 3
November 28 10 1 9 1
December | 10 2 8 0
December 6 g 4 5 1
December 10 9 | 8 0
December 15 9 4 5 0

The average combat strength of nine cmnbul-reud5
Jagdpanthers in October 1944 sank to seven in November, and
finally to three that were still available in the first half of Decembey
Although the units were assigned sufficient numbers of armorey
vehicles to reach the specified war strengths, their vehicles Were
decimated quickly in unbroken heavy fighting, so that in most cases
the units had only a fraction of their planned combat strength.

To support the planned western offensive in December 1944,
the Army High Command prepared five heavy Army Panzerjiger
Abteilungen with Jagdpanthers. Of these five units, three (the 654
559*, and 519") were already at the front. They no longer had :]m;
full war strength. Two other Abteilungen, the 560 and 635, were
just being newly equipped at the Mielau Panzerjiger School.

The 560" Abreilung had already been waiting for their
equipment at Mielau since April. Finally, on October 25, 1944,
four Jagdpanthers were sent out by the Army Equipment Office.
Four followed on 22 November, one Jagdpanther on 30 November,
and four on 6 December. In addition—insiead of Sturmgesehii:
1I—31 Panzer IV/70 (V) tanks were sent to the 560™ Panzerjiiger
Unit between 6 October and 2 December. The 560* Unit loaded up
for the western front on December 3, 1944, and arrived in the
Rommerskirchen-Niederhausen area on December 8, 1944,

‘The last unit that was prepared for action in the west was the
655", which in August 1944—except for the 3 Company, which
was on the eastern front—returned to Mielau. Five Jagdpanthers

Lo the 2= Company on November _24. 1944, the last nine

rers did not leave the Army Equipment Office (HZA)
Jagdpanih ember—toolate to ke part in the Ardennes Offensive.
UnuI_ZADE‘;‘?A sent 28 Panzer IV/70 (V) instead of Assuult Gun
Again, the H _They reached the 655 on November

were sen!

g;t?gﬁﬁ:t::: ;:;ZE:I}VHO (V) for the unit staff followed on 7
jagn'panrher Strength e
fﬁ'ougm 654 45 24 0
AT e 3
o, -

o H.PzJg.Abt: 655

Of the planned 56 Jagdpanthers, there were actually only 27
it Army Group B at the beginning of the Ardennes Offensive,
v.! the attack began on December 16, 1944, some 17 of them
When re than 20) were ready for action. The three Abteilungen
(not I::k ortin the offensive reported five Jagdpanthers as tatal
::::s pll:ns additional losses to enemy action and mechanical
damaée, On December 30, 1944, two of the 559° Abteilung’s
fygd[mm‘flers were ready for action, two were in the workshap,
and one was atotal loss.

The 519° s.H.Pz.Jg.AbL. reported four Jagdpanthers ready for
action; five were being repaired. No report from the 560"
o H.PzJg.AbL had come in by the gu‘,_[.o'f the year. This unit s
‘\ub(llditlalcd!ﬂ the 12 S8 Armored Division ‘_‘Huler Youth,” which
had been in heavy fighting. From other units’ reports it can be
assumed that four Jagdpanthers were lost in December. The 654
Abt., which was in action further south, listed its
umbers on December 30, 1944, as 28 ready for action
ding repairs. The Abreilungen requested additional

< H.pz.Jg.
Judgpanther m
and seven nee

i}]cwmhﬂ Leaving the Jagdpanther Company behind, the 31
[.mn:r IVFI0 (V) set out for the casle ont at the beginning of
Yecember 1944, and rolled off the railroad cars &
Monchengladbach on 9 December i
The number of Jagd, a
gdpanthers at the front at the beginnin
the Ardennes Offensive on December 16, 1944, was a\glullwif‘l

Notes

more arrived by 12/25/44, 10 more assigned by Hz

but did not armive until January, ksl

8 more sent 12/13/1944 but did not arrive until January.

4ready, 4 more sent by HZA on 12/15/44 but did not arrive until January

11 ready for action
Jagdpanthers did not reach front until 1/15/1945.

Jagdpanthers 10 replace their losses in the west ] '
s.H.PzJg.Abt. received two Jagdpanthers on I.ml.«ztry-rlr;L 1596-;]5

the 559” got six on 18 January, and the S19* also gotsixon J‘anu ;
22, 1945. A situation report from the west on February 5. 19:?
shows high numbers of combat ready vehicles and rela\i\-ély fav.:
total losses for January:

Unit

Total
s.H.PzJg.AbL 654 41 ?:‘d! T;lﬂl s
sH.PzJg.Abt 519 1 9 8
s.H.Pz.Jg. Abt. 560 6 3 5
s.H.Pz.Jg.AbL 655 14 i2 1]
5.H.PzJg Abt. 559 18 ) 0

Thirty more Jagdpanthers were sent to units in the west in
January 1945, Ten of them were assigned to the 654% s H. PzJg.Abt.
on January 25, 1945, and ten to the 655" on January 29, 1945. But
none of these Jagdpanthers reached the roop units before the
strength list above was compiled.
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Not a single Jagdpanzer went (o a unit on the eastern front in
1944, Finally, on January 13, 1943, ten Jagdpanzers mov ed to the
castern front. Five went to s.H.Pz.Jg.Abt. 563, and five to the 1*
Company of s.HPz.Jg.Abl 616. Since they had to be rerouted in
transit, they reached the troops only much later than had onginally
been planned. Nine more Jagdpanzers were sent to the east on
January 15 and 16, 1945,

The Commander of Heavy Army Panzerjiger Abreilung 503
sent the following report to his superior officers on February 2,
1945:

s.H.Panzerjiger-Abteilung 563 0.U,, 2/2/1945
Report on Establishment and Action of the Abteilung in
the period from 12/1/44 to 1/31/43

The Abreilung, coming from Courland, arrived in Miclau with
staff and three companies. According to
Verfg.Gen.Insp.d.Pz.Tr. the unit was supposed to be setup as
a heavy Army Panzerjiger Abteilung and armed as follows:
1 Jagdpanther Company
2 Jagdpanzer IV (Pz. IV/7.5cm KwK 42) Companies
Staff Company
Supply Company
Armored Workshop Platoon
On 1/16/1945 the basic training for the three companies was
finished. On 1/17/1945 the Abreilung, with all its combat parts,
was applied with infantry in the Grudusk area. During this
action the Abreilung lost 55 men (specialists, commanders,
gunners, drivers, etc.).
At the beginning of the action there were 150 men under
d (g training, tank ic training, tank
training, towing ds), plus those on furlough.
35 vehicles are in vehicle repair shops, 10 vehicles are in the
Abreilung repair shop, and 23 vehicles were turned over 1o the
camp commander at Mielau and have not returned to the unit.
The Abreilung should receive its weapons at Soldau, on
command of the Army Group. It lost another 16 special vehicles
(including repair services) during a breakthrough of Russian
tanks. In changing the order, the assigned vehicles (24
dpanzer 1V, 18 {panther) were sent to Allenstein. The
following were to be equipped with them:
2 companies with 12 Jagdpanzer IV each,
1 company with 9 Jagdpanther,

plus the 3./Pz.Jg.Abt. 616, subordinated to this unit, wiry g
Jagdpanther. The lack of manpower was made up by scatrerey
members of otlier troop units.

in Allenstein began on 1/20/1945, at 10:00 Ay

and was finished on 172171945 at 7:00 AM. As a resuly of the
short time lable, the armored vehicles could only b,
che makeshift manner by the replacement

Abreilung. Firing-in was not possible, as drivers were sent iy
part from East Prussian replacement Abseilungen. The men
were completely exhausted from previous infantry actions, No
room for trucks was provided.
On 1/21/1945 the Abreilung marched into action in two groups,
Since then, the Abreilung has been involved in the fighting
north of Allenstein, south and west of Guustadt, has mkc;
Liebstadt, and is now fighting in the Wormdiut area. Within
ten days the Abfeilung shot down 58 enemy tanks
On the other hand, one Jagdpanther and 4 Jagdpanzer IV wege
lost.
Blown up for lack of fuel:
8 Jagdpanther
4 Jagdpanzer IV
Blown up after getting stuck:
1 Jagdpanther
8 Jugdpanzer IV
Blown up because of longtime repairs:
3 Jagdpanther
3 Jagdpanzer IV
With the present personnel situation, the Abreilung can
i diately operate 15 Jagdpanther or Jagd)
Major and Abteilung Commander

Other conditions (not enemy action) had decimated the 563+
s.H.PzJg Abt. so heavily that on February 1, 1945, it had only
five Jagdpanthers and three Panzer [V/70 (V) ready for action. O;'\
February 18, 1945, the 563" Abteilung was disbanded. The Third
Company of Unit 516, with seven Jagdpanthers, was subordinated
to the 131* Infantry Division.

As of January 1945 the reports of destruction increased
everywhere. Without regard for current guidelines, formations, or
Jack of trained Jagdpanzer crews, Jagdpanthers were sent directly
into the nearest front lines. .

In addition to the replacement vehicles for already exi
heavy Army Panzerjiger Abteil I were assigned
to Panzer regiments and Panzerjiger Abteilungen, which were
structured organically like the Abreilungen of armored divisions:

i Number Shipped  Urit

Mo
B 22 LAbUPLRgLY
e S g g0 LABUP2RELIZ0
Ecbion) Feb. 14
8 Feb. 14
5 Feb 14 9SSPDv.
10 Feb, 15 Fuhrer Gren.Div.
A Feb.24  sHPzIgAbL 654
W b8 10SSPaDiv
P Mar. 13 sHP2igAbL 55
Mt Mar 27  sHPzJgAbL
ety Mar. 27 Supply
4 Mar. 30 25.Pz.Div.
[EEAS: Apr. 7 2.Pz.Div.
AP Apr 8 sHPzIpAbL 655
10 Apr. 17 s.H.PzJg.Abt. 559
9 Apr. 21 s H.PzJg Abt. 559

The

on March 15, 1945

Unit

Eastern Front:

pz Div. “Holstein s 0

10.58 P2.Div. “Frundsberg’ 1

958 Pz.Div. Hohenzollern” 6

Fohrer-GrenDiv. 7

285 Pz.Div. “Das Reich’ 10

o HPzJgAbt 560 Z

. PrDiv. 2

8. Pz 2
3
3
4
12
2

¥ V. 5

< zAbL5I9 2.

Ready

in Repair

LroCSEOCWLEWMD

o 2
S==ga

Front

East
West
East
East
East
East
West
East
West
560

West
East

West
West
West
West

greatest number of Jagdpanthers in action was reported

Assigned

10

N The last available situation repont of April 10, 1945, show
i i :

how catastrophically the sitation had worsened 4 me th bel

the war ended: il betore

Ready in Repair

8. P2.Div 2 2

1.SS P.Div. “Frundsberg” 3 3

25. P2.Div. 2 4
Fithrer-Gren.Div. 2 3

2.85 Pz.Div. “Das Reich” 2 0
Western Front:

Pz Lehr-Div, 0 1
s.Pz.Jg.Abl 654 5 24
s.Pzig Abt. 519 0 o

Not _ali]ugu‘pmu.’m units could report at that time. According
rcly |l1h“ :nl. there were only 16 Jugdpanther ready for action,
although various units took on 71 new Ja; i :

igdpanthers in 3
R Ip all during

I the last month of the war, despite tremendous problems
such as transport difficulties, power failures, bomb :macks‘
des_uoyed factories, and fuel shortages, the last Jagdpantiiers v.cn;
finished and sent to army units to defend the homeland. This story
was recorded for the future in the following excerpls from
commands, communications, Hitler's speeches, and decisions:

4/1/1945: Produced in March and immediately available: 7
Jagdpanthers in Winsdorf and 8 Jagdpanthers in
Braunschweig

4/5/1945:  s.Pz.Jg.Abt. 519 is to transfer to Weissenfels area to
Army Group G, where it receives Jagdpanthers from
the Panzer-Zeugamt in Braunschweig.

4/5/1945:

s.Pe.Jg.Abt. 655, under Pz AOK 1, withdrawn to the
area northeast of Suhlingen for repairs (90% long-
term).

1* Company: 7 Jagdpanzer IV LiT0

2™ Company: 8 Jagdpanther

3 Company: 5 Jagdpanzer IV LIT0

Panzer Flak Platoon: 3 Flak-Panzer IV (2 cm quad);

3 Flak-Panzer IV (3.7 cm)

Repair Shop Platoon: | Bergepanther
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4/51945:

4/6/1945;

416/1945;

4/10/1945:

The 35 Jagdpanthers ready for action in the
Braunschweig arca and their crews bypass Army
Group G to fill the 2* Panzer Division in Sch\‘wlmfurl\.
s.HPzJg.Abt. 519 is 10 goto the 2** Panzer Division's
area. Unit and Division receive 35 Jagdpanthers in
Schweinfurt-Bamberg area by order of OK_W.
S.PzJg.AbL 159 gets no Jagdpanthers at firsL.
Oberschirrmeister Zicgler called by Zeugamt in
Brandenburg, 5:30 PM: 7
35 Jagdpanthers for 2~ Pz.Div. are ready with PzK.
and Fahrt Nr. Lacking are 35 SSyms-Wagen, 12 G.-
Wagen, 4 M.-Wagen & Schutzwagen. Major Ditzer,
GenStdH/F.-Amt, was informed by Org K. at 5:43
PM and will do everything to get the vehicles moving
atonce.
In the Zeugamt at Braunschweig are still 2
Jagdpanthers; 6 more will be Ready by 4/8—
Assignment?
AtM.N.H.inHa Laatzen, 9 hers are
ready for action. They must be moved overland, as
no way of loading is possible. No fuel on hand.
Assignment? (a pick-up command of the 5* §5-
Pz.Div. under d of H. l
Nicolussi-Leck had taken 7 Jagdpanther from this
Jast batch finished by M.N.H. in Hannover. The writer
took part in this act.
Call from Obstir. Rudolph, Wehrmachts-Kdtr., from
Braunschweig, 2:45 AM: 10 Jagdpanthers and 1
Bergepanther are underway by rail to Soltau with full
crews, ammunition, and fuel, commanded by an
officer.
1. Hauptmann Koppen (of Pz.Tr.Schule
Bergen), appointed leader by Obselr. Rudolph at
M.N.H. in Hanover that evening, was ordered:

4/15/1945:

4/19/1945:

Bring all Panther hulls shoveled free at MUN g
by 4/8 o Braunschweig. In all, 2 Jagdpanther
hulls (complete minus guns) and 1 Jagdpanther
hull (no turret, damaged motor) were brough
ben, near Helmstedt. Two possibili
. These hulls as recovery hulls for 1./
PzRgt.130.
Load in Helmstedt, woward Altengrabow,
decision requested. Depends on enemy
situation
2. AtMIAG in Braunschweig 1 test mode]
(Jagdpanther) on hand, plus 2 hulls with motor,
gearbox, reduction gears, now lacking swings,
road wheels, and tracks.

e

T

Move these vemcles without delay and transpont
toward Altengrabow. Deliver the test model,
ready today, to s.Pz.Jg.AbL 655.
Also on hand are:
3 complete hulls with guns built in, plus 3 complete
hulls without guns.
The neutralizing order given the evening of 4/7 for
MIAG was lifted on 4/9 at 11:00 AM by camp
der in touch with Ri Kdo, and an
emissary from Rm. Speer. Firm decides, beginning
4/10, to finish the vehicle. Crew here guaranteed
Whether attempt succeeds depends on enemy
situation. Decision required
AtM.B.A. firm, Drewitz, Potsdam, 11 Jagdpanthers
are to be picked up by Pz.Jz.Abt. 559.
Refreshing of 7 Panzer Division.
Pz.Jg.Abt. 559: 20 Jagdpanthers
2./H.Pz.Jg.Abt. 559 takes over 2 Jagdpanihers in
Déberitz by evening. Further 7 Jagdpanthers in 3 10
4 days.

4,'201‘19’5:

42011943

406/1945

4[2811945:

(Qberleutn

ate of assembly of Jagdpanzer for Abteilung 559
s;lMBA firm in Drewitz:
| Jagdpanther finished 4/18 }

Jagdpanther finished 4/19, evening
':'J' Hdpmnherc probably finished in 3 days. 14

{:;; nthers still lack guns (are being sent by truck).

#:uﬁ:d at M.B.A.in Potsdam-Drewitz are:

i

dpanthers
2 j:gd:mmherr will be fimshed by 4/22.9
zers in all.
:’gc{f:?g.#\bl. 559 with Staff Company, one
éompany and Workshop
toon is ractically subordinated to 7% Panzer
]l;linvisiun. Unit has already joined Division, Situation:
nzer.

g'lflagP‘:,lpI‘;.Abl. 559 subordinated to 7" Panzer
:). +ion with 16 Jagdpanzer (of which 12 are ready

yr action). o
g:mcrninatcd to Pz.Gren.Div. “Clausewitz.
pzAbL 106 (FHH) 3 Pz.V. and 4 Jagdpanther.
Tk‘n‘e problems that arose in Jagdpanther action are
clarified in the following report:

ant Bock 0.U., April 11, 1945

ussenstelle des Gen.Insp.

TravelRepod o
Furthefime of Apsil 10 1243

[ ad the task of col lecting condition reports from the armored

givisions of the &* Panzer Army and 8" Army, and

repairs taken from him. Since the Ordnance Officer of the
Abteilung had 10 be commanded 10 the Regiment, there
no man on hand who could take care of . :
Abteilung.

was
these things within the

In the transfer movements from Bakor

ny Wald o
the Abteilung was issucd ¥ “+denburg,

absolutely no fuel. If the nine
Panzerydger IV and 3 Panzerjiger 5 still on hand could have
been saved, it would only have been by taking fuel

; ruthlessly
from strange units

N.‘ml of the explodings are auributable o a lack of
organization in recovery, which was to be carried out centrally
by the Regiment. First priority went to recovering the
regimental vehicles, while recovery of the Jagdpanzer of the
Heavy Army Panzerjiger Abteilung 560 was always pushed
off until last.

In most cases it was then already 1oo late 1o carry out a
recovery, since as a result of the lacking steadfastness of our
own infaniry, the Russians had already overrun the positions.
of the Jagdpanzer, although the Jagdpanzer had only golten
stuck or broken down with minor technical defects. For
example, the first attempt o recover a Jagdpanzer that had
gouen stuck on 3/8/45 only took place on 3/21/45.

Constant requests and urgent pleas of the Abreilung
commander to the Regiment and the Division for detailing of
means of recovery remained unsuccessful in by far most cases,
or were returned with the note that there were no means of
recovery available, and if need be, the vehicle should be blown
up. The Panzer Regiment was completely in control of the
Jagdpanzer, and assigned repaired Jagdpanzer in particular
to whichever units they chose, without even notifying the

hy in the Heavy Army Panzerjager Abteilung 560, during
::mf; (ransfer movements in Hungary, an unusually great
urber of tank destroyers were blown up.
n | eot back to the Commander of the Heavy Army

sanzerjager Abteilung 560, at the time subordinated to the
f : s§ Panzer Division “Hitlerjugend,” about the extremely

5 nerous blowing up of Jagdpanthers in their transfer
: cments in the Hungarian-German borderlands, with these

sz

The Abteilung was subordinated to the 12" 88 Panzer
<ion HI., and served as the 3™ Abteilung of 1‘he Panzer
mment. The Supply Company of the Ab:sa.’mng was
1bled with the supplying parts of the Panzer Regm_ucnl
so-called Supply Group. Likewise, the recovery services
» Abteilung were absorbed by the Regiment, in order to
 the recovery and repair services centrally. T%!uﬁ, the
Jlung Commander had all influence on supplying and

breil o that the Abreilung C never knew how
many usable tank destroyers the Abteilung had on hand at the
moment, or where the individual ones were located.

Another reason for the losses of numerous Jagdpanzer is
their tactically changed action. The tank destroyers were used
almost without exception in the manner of assault guns, in the
applicable cases left to get by against the enemy along with
infantry as night troops. For a vehicle that can shoot only to
the front, this is obviously unfavorable, for it must trn around
before taking any position. In some situations it was ordered
to dig in damaged Jagdpanzer, an impossible action for a
vehicle with only a frontal weapon. The result was the loss of
these vehicles, which had to be blown up to prevent them from
falling into enemy hands.

As a result of the fact that the Panzer Regiment had not
only the tactical action, but also the supplying, recovery, and
repairing fully in their hands, there was no chance of rational
leadership of the Abteilung by its commander. The Abteilung
Commander was more or less a mere company leader within
the Panzer Regiment.
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Comparisan Jogdpanther versus Enemy Tanks | 75¢m ‘
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Notes: Penetration data are reckoned on frent shots at 60-degree angles. P
anther 8 & 25 50
In all, the Jagdpanther was far superior to any American, experimental purposes, could only have been fired from the closcst 1Y Q f= T
British, or Russian tank (sce also comparison “Jagdpanzer versus  range. In frontal fire, only lucky shos at the driver s sight apening, % 25" o 5 5

Enemy Tanks”). The same applied 10 the antitank cannons. The
only sure way of stopping the Jagdpanthier au normal combat

or at the tracks and intermediate gears could make the vchicle
immobile. Even then, side hits were necessary to put the

distances—even with superfast, by
hitting it on the sides or the rear. Only one picture shows a shot
that penetrated the front bow plate. This shot, though, for

ly out of action. Its greatest adversaries were
not the Allied tanks, but the shortage of fuel, the lack of spare
parts, and the delays in starting and finishing production, which
prevented the action of a greater number of Jagdpanthers.

Meppen, May 31, 1945:The war is over.The Canadian General G. G. Simy
examines a Jogdpanther. Chassis no. 320795 shows that this was one of 1
last that were made by the MBA firm. t was assigned to Heavy Panze
Unit 559.

F)
i
8,8 cm Pz.Jager
£302(L171)
Tiger P

100+100

Sacret Command Matter

FlaErBl2

State as of ¢
| 1711943 l WaPriif 6 F3a

=

‘ Armor Thicknesses and Inclinatons \

J




. Fihrer's conference on September 20019420 010 was
A the PR of the Porsehe Tigers as avsault gus with - weapon with electric automitic
gecided 1o b rjor. The primary weapon asopposed tothe tank It fired \-\m\,\.‘\\\- JT. \'“ Lun mount
200 mim T:l;:ﬂ Kampfwagenkanone L/56—was planned as the ining the s:.;n\uum,‘ i .
with [::.uﬁ ok 43 L7L This seapon deserves i cloner indirect aiming the Rendbictjerm ,/ff,, et
ourstanding

Ferdinand/Elefant o gt )

Basic motor and gearbox problems of the Porsche vehicles
could not be cured in the short times that were available. In Auguy
1942 the Steyr-Daimler-Puch firm. Werk Nibelungen GmbH, in
St Valentin halted the already begun production of the VK 4501
(P). Krupp. on the other hand. had already fulfilled its contract for

The heavy tank destroyer “Ferdinand/Elefans™ goes directly
back to the failed development of the Tiger tank, Porsche version,
VK 4501 (P).

Single Porsche vehicles that were builtas tanks were delivered
until October 1942, and tested at the troop training camp of
Déllersheim, in the Waldviertel of Austria., or used for instructional 100 armored bodies for this vehicle

purposes.

4«.—_._-—‘m‘

LIn back 1s the maunt

with clased fighting compartment and atta

The same hull from the !
finder gasoline engines

for the two Porsche 10

Tiger Tank, Porsche VK 4501 (P) versian.




rear.

The two Siemens Type D 14952 AC electric motors, which were fed by two Siemens Type aGV generators. The drive was at the

Antriebs - Schema des Porsche -Tiger Typ 101

Fahririchtung

154 Volle Stirke o Fromderrogung,
Beginn o umgeirehr ten Houpfarregurg,
Ensatz dar Oldruckbromse
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Institu? fir Kraftfahrwesen Dresden
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Porsche - Tiger
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Drive schematic of the Porsche Tiger (Porsche Type 101),

Analogy of the steering pracess: above Porsche Tiger, below Henschel Tiger (among others, also used in the Jagdiiger),
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Measurements, Weights, and Performance Data of  Length of rifled part in calibers

the 8.8 cm Pak 43/2

Barrel

Diu.wnsims: 8.8cm
Cahh\ﬁ & 6300 mm
Barrel lengt 7
Barrel length in caliber 6686 mm
Barrel length with muzzle hml:c _

Distance from rear breech surface to front 390 mm
cotter slot surface it

Length of bore from front cotter slot surface 6010 mm
to muzzle

5150.5 mm
Length of rifled part u

Riflings:
Number

Depth
Width

Width of fields
Loading space

Diameter of the rear conical part

In back
In front

Diameter of front conical part (transitional)

In back
In front

Length of loading area

Pitch of rifling

585 i

32

1.2 mm

5.04 4+ 0.6 mpy
3.6-0.6 mm

1324 mpy
1239 mp

92.5 mm
88.0 mm
859.5 mm

6 degrees 30 minutes (27,57 cal )

Fahrinchtung

Institut fur Kroftfohrwesen _Dresden

VK 4501 (F) Tp 101
Porsche - Tiger
Laufwerk-Schema

30,10 22 _]

120-10

62

Porsche Tiger: running gear schematic; it was taken over unchanged for the Ferdinand.

wgngmsilI: preech and muzzle brake
Barreh W
el Wi

jth breech

Full barre!
preech
275k2

Clamp bolt
d

reech WEORE B
:,ﬂgn wedge wil

ge with inner parts
h moving parts

Muzele brake
pamel brake

Barel recuperator
Tolal weight of gun

Ui
P2.Gr39

nition
/1 (shot weight)

/4.7 (shot w.cif,h)tj
o HL (shot weig! it
?;g}:m! (shot weight)

Performance
le veloc]
Muzﬂe velocity Sper. L/A4T)

il
Muuc velocity (Gr.39 HL)

Muzzl

ity (Pz.Gr. 39/1)

Muzzle velocity (Pz.Gr.40/43)

sure
Actual gas press !
Designed gas pressure

Maximum range

(18-degree clevation)

Mount
Dimensions:
Elevation

Traverse to left and right

Barrel Brake
Median braking power
Fluid contents
oil length, normal : 3
mu length, max. “firing pause’

Barrel Recuperator

Initiz
Fluid

Targ
Divi.
Forf
For &
For(
For
Calit
Calit
Terra
Same
Calib

Jir pressure
Jnkents

ng
of the sight drum
. 39/1
LT
9HL
- 40/43
on, fine
on, crude
ngle measurement, fine
e
n for traversing drive, lefuright

1690 kg

block without breech

26 kg
S0kg
10 kg
62kg
65kg
S0kg

200 kg

10.2kg
94kg
7.65 kg
T3k

1000 m/sec
T00 nv/sec
600 m/sec

3000 kglem?
3700 kglem?®

-8/+18 degrees

15 degrees each at firing height

6300 kg
5.4 liters
550 mm
580 mm

50 kgfem?
5.3 liters

0-5000 meters
0-5400 meters
0-3000 meters
0-4000 meters
0-100-

0-300-

0-100-

100- -500- (300- = 0)
20- each

Although the Ti
Essen for rebuilding,
Oberdonau in

7 hulls were at firg supposed 1o
1L was decided to have
Linz do that
Nibelungenwerk assemb}

The Aluniirkische Ky

be sent 1o
the Eisenwerke
This firm was very elose 1o the
y factory in St Valentip,
clenwerk GmbH (Alken) in Ber
contracted to draw the design plans for the rebuilding of
InLo an assault gun, Alken hag finished this job on Nove,
1942. The weapon position and the 200-meter fro
now-fixed body lay directly over
Toassure enough room for the
the back of the body was extel

1in was

the tank
mber 30,
ont plate of the
the vehicle's center of Eravity,
barrel recoil and cantridge ejection,
nded 0 the end of the hull. The ball
mantlet for the secondary armament, a machige 2Un, was intended
10 be 1o the right of the primary weapon in the frong body plate.
The sighting means consisted of & Periscopic targeting scope, whose
head passed through a curved flap in the roof; 4 fixed periscope
for the commander, who had an opening in the roof for his shear
scope (SF 14 Z); and three turning periscopes at the right and lefi
rear comers of the roof for the two loading gunners, The crew goi
in and out through two round hatches in the roof (commander and
aiming gunner), and one large round opening in the back plate of
the body.

Armor plate 30 mm thick was serewed onto the lower hull
front, plus a 100 mm plate on the upper hull bow. An additional 80
mm plate at a 55-degree angle sirengthened the driver's area in the
front. The original estimate of the £ross weight of the rebuilt
Porsche-Tiger “Ferdinand” was 65 tons, Atameeting on December

= lons was mentioned. The original Tiger
(P) weighed 59 tons, or 49 tons without the ten-ton trre; Then
came the new fixed body at 15 tons, 3.5 tans for the cannon a

nd its
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ordered that some of the Porsche T

It as assault guns with the 88 cm Kanone Li7 1. Alkett had finished the

': The tank hulls were rebuilt by the

The finched product in fts full size The Ferdinan
i the national emblem on either side

mount and shield, 3 tons for added armor plate, and
finally 1.5 tons to strengthen the rear wall.

On December 28, 1942, complete caleulations
were available, and the entire design was reworked and
ightened. The rebuilt hull, including 1000 liters of fuel,
ukmg_hcd 46.48 tons, the body 13.55 tons, the cannon
with mount and shield 3.53 wns, the added front armor
213 tons, the ammunition including racks 1 25 tons,
wnd the crew, teols, and spare parts around 1.63 tons.
Thus, the fighting weight totaled 68.57 tons. Some

tting into and out of the fighting compartment was deone

0 hatches in the roof, plus a big round opening i
ir body plate. The vehicle shown here is a command tank,
ognizable by the antenna mount at the upper nght of the
ar body plate

1 tw the




engineers feared that the running gear, built for a 45-ton battle
tank, could not carry the additional weight. The maximu
capacity of the engineering equipment at this point was 3
Thus, the front armor was lightened again. The planned front
thickness of the armor was ¢ ed. The added 30 mm plate on
the lower bow was dropped. The final data on the
Panzerjigerkanone 43/2 /71 auf Tiger (P) Falrgeste
for a top speed of 30 knvh and a sustained road speed of 20 kiv/h
OIY the road, the Panzerjdger was supposed to be able to move at
%10 10 knvh. Two Maybach HL 120 TRM engines with sustained
power of 263 HP cach at 2600 rpm replaced the original air-cooled
ived by Porsche. Each of these motars was
huekert 500 Volt-Ampere
kilowatt

gasoline engines con
connected directly to a Sie

generator. It passed its generated electricity to wo 23
electric motors, which directly affected the rear-mounted

intermediate gears. Although this power was quite sufficient for
operating the vehicle, the power loss was enormous. For 150
Kilometers on the road o 90 km off the road, the vehicle necdey

up 10 950 liters of gasoline.

The overall length of the vehicle was stated as 8140 mum (697
mm minus the cannon), the width as 3380 mm, and the height 4
2970 mm. The ground clearance was 500 mm. Two 640 mm tracks
with a ground length of 4120 mm held the otal weight of 68 5
tons. The resulting ground pressure of 1.23 kg/em® was reduced o
a sinking depth of 200 mm to a still acceptable 1,08 kg/em

For the B.8 cm Panzerjiigerkanane 4342 only 36 shells were
carried in fixed racks. Another 14 rounds could be carried
packing. In action, though, the crew packed as much ammunition
as possible 1nto the vehicle. In this way, up 1o 90 rounds could be
stowed in the vehicle.

9249

Maybach-Motor Typ HL 120 TRM

Two of these Maybach HL 120 TRM gasoline engines replaced the originally planned air-cocled 10-cylinder gasoline motors, made by the Porsche frm.in

senes production.
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s on the right side

audsforsixsnel
Mine shells were carried in racks at the nght rear:
Moe racis for ammunition were located at the right rear Part of
the cack 5 MISSIN.




. secondary armament consisted of one MG 34 (with 600 The six-man crew was made up of the commander. gunnes

The S 8 loose. and two MP 38740 (with 383 rounds) The 1w loaders, the driver, and the radioman. Over the driver's and
Lounds) €0 H}"‘_ l;‘“}w automatic weapons cither through the open  radioman’s seats, each had a rectangulzr entry-exit hatch provided
crew could "‘:h p‘“ml openings on cach side of the body —or the  Over the commander s seal was & two-part rectangular hatch cover,
s, Of m""";u b rear wall, with a two-part hatch over the aiming gunner's seat, and the loading

or:
w0 OpEMInE

Nine more shells wex
port can be seen

ed at the left rear. A machine-pisto
the rear wall

Tigerauslauf
am23.4.43

The left body side, with ammunition racks (the shells stood on
end in the racks with the igniters downward. A rack for nine it Feririanl o no. 1
more shells can be seen at the far left On Apnl 23, 1943, the last Ferdinand chassis (nc.

1) left the assembly hall in StVelantin



gunners climbed in and out through a big hatel in the rear wall of
the body. The optics were very limited. The deiver had three
periscopes by the driver's hateh to use. The radioman could see
through a vision slit to his right side, while the gunner aimed
through his S1.ZF la, whose head rose above the roof. In order 1o
be able to see through the SF 14 Z shear periscope the commander

hadl 1o open his hatch. The loading gunner could use his twrning
periscope in the back part of the rool :
The commander, rdionian, and driver communicated vig e
on-bourd speaker set, and via FuG 5 and FuG 2 radios,
The command versions of the Ferdinand. given to company
chiefs and the Abreilung siaif, also carried an FUG 8 with 4 lurger
Its antenna was mounted on the rear body plate

Alockat the right side
issing.

compariment and the engine cover are

Detalls of the damaged cooling system space
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T ﬁars is vigble: it cosled the electnc motors.

two small ventilat

asst 1o, 150022, was destroyed and captured by

% into the generator room with the cooling
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o
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looring is missing. One of the

A lock at the weapon mount from the right side.
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“Ei * Ferdinand)
s Pz siger VI(P)B.8cm Pukd3f2 /71 “Elefant’ (frisher 57;”944

Travel ¥ of the Dy s= i of the Ferdi a Panzerjiiger “Tiger” (P) (SU.Kfz.184) cerdinand Gen Insp.d.Pz Tr.Akien |‘lf:‘.Hfl‘J-'|3 to 4.’24.‘{9-‘34 2
K.StN. 1148c and 1155 33111943 E:ucaﬁrg name “Elefant” fir 8,8 cm Slurmgn:chulz_'l’ur»,cllc _‘l:i;.p;l-)z;'[dbcr'l'ager (P mit 8.8 cm Pakd3/2 (SAKI2184)
Sturmgeschiitz mit der 8.8 cm lang 8.8 cm Pz.Jiig.43/2 L/71 Tiger P Wa Prif S/1/1943  GenSWIH/Org.AbL ,‘O\fm,u__’i.. (as above) 3/15/1944 10 11/15/1944
Fiihrer's conference 11/22/1942  Panzerjiiger Tiger (P) D656/2 50171943 Elefant .Pz.Jg.AbLGS3 Elefant (8.8 ¢m Stu.Gesch. mit 8.8 cm Pak43/2 (S Kfz.184)
Stu.Gesch. 8.8 cm K. (auf Fahrgestell Tiger P) Ferdinand s H.Pz.Jg Abt.653 5131943 10 4/1/1944 K.mmic‘;n (as above) 3715/1944 to 11/15/1944
“overview of the Army’s Armament State,” Chef HRiist u. BAE/  Ferdinand s/H Pz Jg Abu654 5/5/1943 10 51011944
Stab Riist 111 12/15/1942  “Tiger(P)” SA.KIz184 s HPzJg AbLGS3  5/7 and 5/19/1943
Tige hiitz Nib L 12/29/1942 Pz.Jiger Ferdinand Krupp Order for parts 511311943
Snurmgeschiitz auf Fahrgestell Porsche Tiger mit der langen 8.8 Ferdinand s.H.Pz Jg Abl.656 July 1o December 1943
(Ferdinand) Stu.Gesch.8.8cm Pak43 (auf Fahrgestell Tiger P) (Ferdinand)
Filhrer's conference 2/6/1943 “Ove (as above) H15/1943
Ferdinand fiir 8.8 cm Sru.G.43/1 65 to aufl Fahrgestell Panzerjiger “Tiger P* fur 8.8 cm Pak43/2 (1) (Sd.Kfz.184)
Tiger P1 Panzerjéiger “Tiger” fiir 8.8 cm Pak43/1 (Sf) (Sd.Kfz.185)
‘Wa Priif disguised names 22211943 O.K.H. (Chef H. Riist u. BdE) In 6 October 1943
Ferdinand (Stuk43/1 auf Tiger) Wa Priif 6 31211943 8.8 cm Stu.Gesch. m. 8.8 cm Pakd3 (auf Fahrgestell Tiger py
Stu.Gesch. 8.8 cm K. (auf Fe I Tiger P) (Ferdi Ferdi
“Overview” (as above) 3/15/1943 10 8/15/1943 “Overview” (as above) 11/15/1943

pesken ‘Added armor by barrel before shield added later

inal delivery 1943 (.
Erzqnag,:nlg-f:)—'srtimgn space on left side, also for 50 mm diameter towrope.)

CCOPYRIGH! HILARY LGUIS SONE ML
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Front view: thout om. <
SR 2 oo s o) Right side of vehidle: (Toolbox and spare antenrias—omaners i
cluding a 50 mm dameter Lowrcpe.)
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CCOPYRIGHT L ARY LOUIS BOYLE 1593

(CCOPYRIGHT HILARY LOUIS DOYLE 1993

rs—rectangular divided roof haich for commander—small round bd on rear part of roof for
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Production

In November 1942, the Nibelungenwerk received 4 vontit o
produce 90 ready-to-drive series chisais (chissis o, 150011 10
150100}, The planning called for the building of |
February, 35 in March, and 40 1 April. The chassis were 1o be seit
tothe Alkett firm, which mounted the bodies Akett had developed
the new body, and was at that tme the only Tiom with sufficient
experience in building assault guns

The original Tiger (P) hulls had 10 be changed completely at
the Eisenwerk Oberdonau To balance ihe overhang of the gun

chassis

Darreltar beyond tie hull the body was mosed backward Therey
Clone
the Bvo dise motors with the clectii g

wrators had to be

torwand behind the dinver's se

The Enenwerke Obergl

these chuanges 1o the 90 ennaining Tiee () hulls i the taflow
quantities. 15w Januacy. 26 in Febiuary, 37 in March, ;
Apnl 1943

During the Fuhrer's contere
of the

and

¢ on February 61943, the

Assault Gun on Porsche-Tiger Chassis” project was iy

this meeting the name

discussed. Dur Ferdimand™ was officiq
achnowledged in recognition of the creative achiey ement
Ferdinand Porsche

@ vehicles are almast finished, the majort

fests detayed

thou

despite all

quic

of runming gear parts and imsulbicient driving

Supply short
production consderably. T siew of the war situation
i all driving tests should be coneluded as soun as possible
b il difficulties, and the production should be taken up a5

Kly as possible. In order ta support this order. Rech Minister

the Ferdinand production contract 1o the

Speer pave o UiE
Nibelungenwerke. This smant decision had several advantages ‘;
h

ibly

Nibelungenwerke already tinshed the chassis. They had e
space and heavy cranes for the assembly. Besides, the 4
cauld siave the considerible time and shipping elfort o fransparting

the chassis o Berlin
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(he requested preparation
Ikett could now carey outll !
I"‘El.]“\:‘"%rﬁmguchﬁu auf Panzerwagen W-Fafirgestell”
(o bui =
' hout interruption-
i uM’I“r‘w NibelnngcnwcrL

cived the s
March 1943 1L IEEE 0 ap of delivering action-ready vehicles in

Under the ursl:': ned summer offensive, the last hull in driveable
Iixd'r:i’;r:h;ﬁ”d ff the assembly Tinc on 23 April, while the last
condi i
finished Ferd::l'::‘:= {1 the Nibelungen works on schedulc on May
i Ffi;hc "ehicles were delivered with unprotected ball
12, 1943 he 8.8 cm cannon. 1n order to avoid shot damage on
mantlets i:l‘ Iaﬂ'; Krupp received a contract on May 6, 1943, 10
S mP‘an' armorings. Krupp worked fast on this order,
pr sentthe additional armor to the troops by rail on May 13, 1943,
into service.
pefore. lhc!'l:";mﬁ‘:: :Im Army Ordnance Office took over 30
!“sl’gz in April 1043, and (he other 60 in May. One Fredinand
Ferdlm"‘he Waffen-Prifamt (WaPriif) for testing; the rest were
went 10 o the Heereszeugamt (HZA). There they were supplied
n and spare parts; the radios were also
ized. On 29 April i

Pegan to finish hulls in February, and in
first new bodies from Krupp of Essen.

sent O L
with ammunition, 1o0ls,

peginning ©f

Action in the East, 1943

On the basis of an earlier command from the Army High command
(OKH) of December 26, 1942, the 90 Ferdinands under the control
of the General of the Artillery were to goo the three Heavy Assault
Gun Abreilungen 190, 197, and 600. The old assault-gun
organizational slates were changed in order to supply each
Abteilung with 30 Ferdinands, according to war strength advisories:

Abreilung Staff: K.SLN. 416b of 1/31/1943
Staff Battery: K.SUN. 588b of 1/31/1942
3 Heavy Balteries (Tiger):  K.SUN. 446D of 1/31/1943
Workshop Battery (mot) K.StB. 598 of 1/31/1943

Even before these orders could be carried out, Generaloberst
Heinz Guderian was called by the Inspector-General of the Panzer
Troops. He wrote in his book, “Memoirs of a Soldier™:

*_On March 19, 1943, 1 was in Riigenwalde for a showing of
{he *Ferdinand” tank before Hitler. It was a Tiger design of Professor
Porsche, with electric drive and an 8.8 cm Kanone L/71 in a fixed
turret, in the manner of the assault gens. Since it was built only

installed, and the vehicles : 0 i
) ,'h,; 1r00pS, followed by 56 in May, and the last four at the  once, and then in a series of 90 examples, | also had to use it, even
went 10 f June 1943. though, from a tactical standpoint, 1 could not share Hitler’s

enthusiasm over this creation of his favorite Porsche. With the 90

“Ferdinand’ Tigers, a Panzer regiment of two Abreilungen with 45
tanks each was set up.”

Ferdinand (chassis no. 15001 1) was tumed over toMWPFif 6 for testing For test drives. even armored ful-track vefiles were: ghen poice identy mumbers
(WH O in red).

i tocls, and spare parts were
SSyms rairoad cars of the German Reichsbahn, the Ferdinands first went 1o the Heereszeugamt, where ammunition,
Ia—:;:;dTDh: rady‘ix were built in and the vehicles desensitized. The last Ferdinands to be ready for action reached the troops in June 1943,
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1 The first unit to receme the

| 82

e f renamed heavy
training camp of BruckiLeitha in May 1943,

i The Ferdinands lef: the factory with unprotected ball mantlets Krupp of Essen sent the addianal anmor oo
: / : i or to the 1r00ps by rail on May 13,1943 The trocgs.

Panzeqdger Ferdinand” was Abteilung 653.This picture shows Ferdinands of the 1/656 (s Pzjg AbL653) at the

The “Service Instruction for the Inspector-General of the
panzer Troops” of February 28, 1943, noted: “The designation
“panzer Troops” in this service instruction includes *Panzer Troops,
pmmrﬂmnmﬁi:rs and Motorized Infantry, Panzer Reconnaissance
Troops, and Heavy Assault Gun units.""

Guderian acted fast: He renamed the Heavy Assault Gun
Abreilungen 190 and 600 as Light Assault Gun Abreilungen and
had them supplied with assault guns “on Panzerkampfwagen 111
chassis.” He also had the Heavy Assault Gun Abteilung renamed
as Heavy Panzerjiiger Abtetlung 653 (Major Steinwachs
commanding). and supplied with Panzerjiiger “Tiger” (P)
(sd.Kfz.ISJ). “As the second unit that should receive the Ferdinands,
Guderian foresaw Panzerjiiger Abteilung 654 under Major Noak.
OnMarch2, 1943, it received the command to undergo refreshing
and new organization as Heavy Panzerjiger Abteilung 654 with
Staff, Staff Company, and three Companies. On May 22, 1943,
effective immediately. the Staff Panzerregiment 35 was renamed

Abteilung. Panzerjiiger Regiment 656, lis three companics Were
renamed the 5% 6, and 7% Companies, War strength records
(K.5LN.) established the crganization of these unils. The K.StN.
1 148¢ of 3/31/1943 for the “Panzerjiger Company Tiges (P) (8.8
cm Pak 43)" assigned the Company Troop two Punzerjdg:r'l'igcr
(P) (Sd.Kfz, 184}, and gave the 1% 2%, and 3% Platoons each four
Panzerjiger Tiger (P). The staff company of a Panzerjdger
Abeilung Tiger (P) was, in agreement with K.SLN. 1155 of 3/31/
1943, 10 receive three Panzerjiger Tiger (P) per platoon.

Thy ical numbers of the “Ferdinands” rep d the usual
standard. For example, the two Company Troop hicles of the 5*
Company were numbered 501 and 502, ‘while the “Ferdinands”” of
the 1+, 2%, and 3" Platoons received numbers 511 1o 514, 521 1o
524, and 531 0 534,

On May 3, 1943, the Heavy Panzerjiger Abreilung reported
as follows:

r;mzerjég!r-chimmu:slab 656. The Heavy Panzerjdg
Ableilungen 653 and 654 and the Sturmpanzer A breilung 216 were
subordinated t© this Regimental Staff. On June 8, 1943, the Heavy

The Abreilung is until further p in
Bruck/Leitha, and continuing training and organization. Sending

of the Ferdinand is being changed, since only the first rate—that

Panzerjiger Ableilung 654 received the new of 11

is, 45 Ferdinand. ordered sent to Panzerjager Abteilung 654

of Heavy f

83



The second
uNIt that was supposed to receive Ferdinands was Panzeqgager Abtedung 654. It was set up in Re
in Rouen.

Practice with Ferdinands was continued in May and June 1943 at Neusied] am See.

at Rouen. The econd rate, likewise, of 45 Ferdinands, is to be sent
directly by personnel of Panzerjeger Abeilung 653 1o the troop
(raining camp at Bruck/Leitha. The transter personnel of the 6537,
senton the march to Rouen, will retum o Bruck/Leitha after uming
over the Ferdinands.

The report also reported the vehicle strength of the Abreilung:

on 5/7/1943 on 5/19/1943

Req. Here Req.  Here
Krankenpanzerwagen 1 0 ] 0
Sd.Kfz. 251/8
Si.-Zgkw 8 1(Sd.Kfz. 711) © 0 6 2
Zgkw 18 1 (Sd/Kiz. 9) 15 15 15 15
Zgkw 35 1(5d Kiz200% 2 0 2 0
Tiger (P) (SAKfz184) 45 8 45 40

The s.Pz.Jg.Abt. 654 in Rouen under the command of the 81
Army Corps reported:

* This vehicle was not introduced, but replaced by Bergepanther.

Beginning on June 9, 1943, Abteiungen 653 and 654 were moved by rail 10 the eastern front This picture shows a loaded Ferdinand of the 3% Company.

5 Ferdinands arsived to date
May 6, 1943: Ferdinands arrived
May 8, 1943: 45 Ferdinands ready for action
May 9. 1943: 40 Ferdinands ready for action
May 10, 1943 45 Ferdinands arrived in all

May 5. 1943:

The s.PzJg.AbL 653 and 654, after a short uaininglimc,rnuved
by train to the eastern front beginning on June 9, 1943, They were
assigned 0 Army Group Center, and took part there in the great
offensive on the Kursker Bogen. Just before the beginning of
Operation “Citadel” on July 4, 1943, Heavy Panzerjiger Regiment
656 reported its total strength as follows:

s.Pr)zRgt 656 3Pz Il 2 Pz 115 cm-L442.

3 pz.Bef.Wg. 5 em-1/42
s.Pz.Jg.AbL.653: SPzIULS em-L/42,

| PzBel.Wg. 5 cm-L/42,45 Ferdinand
sPrig.AbL6S4: SPzILS cm-1742,

| Pz.Bef.Wg. 5 cm-L/42, 44 Ferdinand
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Sturm-Pz.Abt.216:
PzFKL Kp. 313:

3 Bel.Stu.Pz, IV, 42 Stu.Pz. IV

7 PzIIL 5 cm-L/60, 3 P2IH 7.5 cm-
L/24,36 B [ve*»

PzFKL Kp.314: 10 SwG 1L, 36 B IV

(FKL = Funkienk: radio link)

Other armored vehicles that moved up during the offensive
were reported by 0.Qu.Kraft AOK 9 as follows:

7/5-11/1943  Arrived: 6 Mun.Pz. auf Fgst. P21V for Sturm

Pz. AbL. 216
3 Mun.Pz. auf Fgst.P=I1l for
Pz.Jg AbL.653
Assigned: 10 Strmpanzer IV for Surm
Pz. AbL 216
T/12-18/1943 Arrived: 10 Sturmpanzer IV for Sturm
Pz. AbL. 216
Assigned: 1 Chassis for Ferdinand for
Pz.Jg.Abt. 653
1 Chassis for Ferdinand for
Pz.Jg.Abt. 654
7/19-27/1943 Assigned 30 Sprengstofftriiger B IV for
Pz.Rgl. 6356 5

During Operation “Citadel” the troop units reported their active
strengths on the eve of every combat day: On 7 July, 37 Ferdinands;
on 8 July, 26; on 9 July. 13; on 10 July, 24, on 11 July, 12; 0n 12
July, 24; on 13 July, 24; and on 14 July, 13. This shows the
tremendous achievement of the repair units, which worked tirelessly
to make the Jagdpanzer ready to fight again and again. Fiom July
5 to 14, 1943, 19 Ferdinands became total losses. Most of them
fell to direct hits from heavy artillery on the motor gratings. Four
had short circuits in the electric power system that resulted in fire.

The Russian counteroffensive, which began on July 12, 1943,
forced the German troops 1o withdraw to the “Hagen Line.” In the
process, 20 more Ferdinands were lost by August 1, 1943, Most of
these vehicles were blown up by their own crews so they would
not fall into Russian hands in usable condition. With 39 of their
own losses (Ferdinands), the s.Pz.Jg.Rgl. 656 reported a total of

502 enemy tanks out of action, plus 20 Pak and abou; 100 aniyy,,

guns. The 5.PzJg.Rgl. 656 received the order 1o Withdraw fm?
the front line to a place of rest in Dniepropetrovsk, ang Bcgi:
mpn!in'ng 50 Ferdinands. The Regiment reported on August 26,
1943: i

“The Regiment is at this time with Ferdinand Abteilung 653
and Sturmpanzer Abreilung 216 in transit to Deiepropetroysy for
repairs. For the repairing and refteshing of both Abreilungen, the
firms of Porsche, Alkett, and Siemens are extensively involveg
through the Inspector-General. Hereby the newest impruvemg..h
will be installed. The 2* Ferdinand Abreilung 654 is moved to the
Orleans area as a personnel unit (without <quipment) for ney
formation with Panther Panzerjiigers.

The unit, which had drawn back 1o Dnicpropetrovsk until
September 1, 1943, repaired the Ferdinands there, and wag
subordinated to the command of z.Pz.Jg.Abt. 653, 15 Ferdinands
were quickly repaired and turned over to the s.Pz.Jg AbL.653 o
the front. The readiness for action of s.Pz.Jg Abt. 653 with
Ferdinands in the summer and autumn of 1943 can be portrayed a5
follows:

Date Total Ready in Repair
August 1 50 26 24
August 20 50 12 38
September 1 50 10 40
September 18 50 8 42
September 30 49 20 29
November 1 48 9 39
November 30 42 7 35
December 3 42 4 38

In addition to the Ferdinands, there were also five
Munitions 11, two B »and three Berge-Ferdinand
on hand on November 1, 1943. These three recovery Ferdinands
were finished in August 1943 and sent to the unit the next month,

After four months of action, the Abreilung reported on 3
November the shooting down and destruction of 582 tanks, 344
tank destroyers, 133 guns, 103 Panzerbiichsen, three aircraft, three
armored scout cars, and three assault guns.

*=* Sprengstoffiriiger B IV (Sd.Kf2.301)

14 (10 Sturmges:
in the assembly area before Operation Citadel, the batlle at the Kursker Bogen.The Panzer Company (FKL) 314 ( 1ge:
signed 1o the Abtelkung for support).

b

sP2jgAbt.653
81V charge layers were a5

Ferdinand |34 of the s PzjgAbt. 653, Gun Leader Uffz. Reinhold Schlabs, in the assembly area at Glasuncvia on July 34,

chiitz |l and 36

1943,



On November 29, 1943, the Abteilung received the order to - out without enemy action. But the Ferdinands were too valuable 1o Bergeuger (P) " ke Ferdinand, used in oppOSLE __hot air oullet at bottom of rear end of
tracks, un 2 Cinectiof
_exhaust openings behind crane attachment).

\withdraw to the wesl, take a resting position there, and overhaul  be lost in this way. The high combat value of this weg - Right side view (origin
their Ferdinands. All of these vehicles had meanwhile covered 2000 shown anew when, on November 25, 1943, two Fcrdllla[::n ko = fighting compartment—
km each, During the preceding weeks, four Ferdinands had bumed  down a total of 54 enemy tanks. s shot

i
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| Kfz. 301), Versi I\ i i
Heavy Chargelayer (S3Kfz 301)Version B.Type B \iew: (Vehicle with 2-ton crane in working

Leftside
position).

.
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Front view: (Original tiger (P} front—radioman’s MG with ball mantlet re-
moved—no added armor).

(CCOPYRIGHT HILARY LOUIS DOTLE 1993

G comHom AR touso0nE 171
Top view: (Fighting compartment surrounded by containers for tools—crane dismantled and stowed

in the vehicle).

I
o P |
; . P 8
Rear view: (Doubled entry and exit hatches in fighting L
compartment, taken over from Panzer IV—tcol chests
on both sides of fighting compartment—additional ar-
mored lengthenings on the hull, front, and back, to be
able to push damaged vehicles). (@ COPYRIGHT HILARY LOLS DOYLE 1993
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Experience Reports

The following original reports from 1943 show the exact situation,
\uctical action, and technical problems of the Ferdinand tank
destroyers in the east:

BeportNo. 1

THE INSPECTOR-GENERAL

OF THE PANZER TROOPS
Chefgruppe No. 80/43 g/Kdos.

To the Chief of the Amy General Staff
Herm General der Inf. Zeitzler

Berlin, July 17,1943

Enclosed [ am sending five copies of reports about action
experiences of Panzer Regiment (Panther) von Lauchert and
Heavy Panzerjiiger Regiment 656 (Ferdinand and
Sturmpanzer), which I gathered on my trip to the front.

1 request that the reports be brought to the responsible
H.Gr—A.O.K.—A K. and Division.

Guderian

Enclosure no. 2 to Schrb. Gen.Insp.d.Pz.Tr.
Chefgr. No. 80/433 g.Kdos.

A wi
Porsche and Sturmpanzer)

The Heavy Panzerjiger Regiment 656—in action within the
9% Army—was joined with the 86* Infantcy Division for the
attack.

To create mine lanes in the suspecied minefields, they
were subordinated to Regiment 2 Pz.Kp. (FKL).

The very heavy enemy artillery fire (on the first day, 100
heavy and 172 light guns, 386 salvo guns, and countless
grenade launchers appeared) shattered the infantry attack. The
Ferdinand and Sturmpanzer could not carry the attack into the
depths of the defenders fast enough, since the infantry was
stopped, but stood in the terrain and concentrated the artillery
fire on themselves. The enemy artillery always found time to

regroup in positions to the rear, and to strengthen themselves.

The lacking equipping of the armored vehicles with machine | 1

guns took its revenge. The losses were correspondingly high.

A Ferdinand of the 1/653 during Citadel in July 1943

19 Ferdinand (mainly to direct artill 5
= i lery hits on the
four without being fired on, throu i the gratin,
, short ¢ '8,
fire) igh short CHCUits with ensuing

10 Sturmpanzer (mainly explodes
I 24 ploded by crews & 2
anillery hits) e e o

40 Ferdinand as of 7/11, 20 repaired
17 Sturmppanzer as of 111, 9 repaired

For the most part, there were onl; i
in part, also read wheels and swingin; :rﬂff;:;k Ik
These high losses to mines occurred in spj v‘g“d‘
(FKL) being in action. DS o2 PaXp.
The Pz.Kp. (FKL) were not effecti il
ﬁ"""- Part of the leading and Slfeﬁhg‘;::l:;:: E;E:: Y atllory
action while in the assembly position. Every co Plfl ol
able to cxplqd: two lanes. The significance oilhcmp"my iy
was not possible, because of the heavy artillery ﬂmm-glc s
were therefore unknown to the crews of the Ferdi g
further development of the Pz.Kp. (FKL) and the :W;\d; e
minesweepers are urged. ulding or
Despite the heavy losses, the Ferding
nlwa¥f re;chad lhciryﬂrdcrcd pcsilionl: e
he Sturmpanzer Abteilung has al: :
position of the Russians in a iold adi“;f,’:f cr:?;c:'lm ol
abead of the infantry. This soecess had 1o be given up, sinee
o armored rescrves were sent in from the ;up;mup' il
infantry no longer had the power to follow. I

This fact makes it clear that Ihe decisive success against
the enemy in such a deeply structured main baulefield, and
with strong artillery superiority, can only be gained in
cooperation with the infantry.

By linking the Heavy Panzerjdger Regiment with a Panzer
Division, and deeper structuring of the Panzer attack in several
meetings of Panzer and riflemen on S.P.W. for quick
gxploilalioll of the success, the penetration doubiless would
have succeeded with lighter losses.

S o] Experd i [ Heavy P ,
Regiment 656

1. Weapons: :

The cannon has proved jtself fully. A disadvantage has been
{he lack of a machine gun. To remove this disadvantage, 12
Panzer III tanks were assigned to the Ferdinands for close-
range defense and fighting against living targets.

Armor: :
In no case has the front armor been penetrated. The side armor
has been broken in some cases by 7.62 cm guns at close range.
Engine covers and the roof of the fighting compartment have
been peneteated by artillery hits.

Recommendation: Cover the gratings witha roof of armor
plates (15-20 mm), and protect the open sides of these roofs
with wire gratings. This armor roof both protects the engine
compartment from penetration by rain, and prevents the
damage to electric lines from short circuits.

3. Radio:
Radio operation was very much disturbed by electric problems.
This condition Worsens steadily.

4, Sturmpanzers

This weapon has proved itself extraordinarily. The lack of 2
machine gun has beena disadvantage. Either the cannon must.
be fired at individual living targets, or they must not be fought
with.

5, Tank Aprons:
Skirting plates for Panzer 111, IV, and assault guns were
declined by the troops before the operation, since they were
soon stripped off in the terrain because of poor attachment.
The sure protection against Panzerbiichse hits, though,
has clearly shown their worth after the operation began. The
troops are now very satisfied. The hanging of the skirting plates
has been improved temporarily.

Reportno. 2
Uffz, Bochm East, July 19, 1943
Field post no. 25056 F

Right Honorable General Hartmann!

I 1ake the liberty of reporting briefly to you on the action of

our "Ferd.”

On the first day of action, bunkers, infantry, antillery, and

gun positions were fought successfully.
Our guns were under Srumfire for three hours,
their imperviousness o fire. Only on the evenmng

and proved
of the first

day were a few armeored vehicles shot down; the others fled

The crews of the artillery and antitank guns fled
fire after repeated ineffective fire.

before our

Along with many bateries, antitank guns, and bunkers,
120 tanks were shot down by our Abreilung in the first action.
In the first days our losses numbered 60 v.H., mostly from
mines; everything was mined far and wide, and the mine dogs

were i ‘Also, one single minefield

driven onto! We had plenty to do. but did it nevertheless.
Inspector-General Guderian was also with us. The Russians
have improved and increased their weapons very much! They
‘have artillery here as never before, and fire at individual
soldiers! The antitank guns are also very numerous, and the

rformance of their Panzerbiichse is very good (until the end

of firing, I counted 55 times at on¢ Ferdinand).

1n the first action we had six total losses; one of them, in
a resting position, took a stray shot in the open driver’s hatch,
one dead, three wounded—burned out, one ‘burned from -

unknown causes (suspected exhaust leak), one

(generator) when it had 1o move through a swamp, and three

had to be exploded after being crippled by mines

counterattack. One had back luck; it was on & roadway whena
Panzer [11 tank on the other side blew up from a direct hit and
damaged the body of our Ferdinand in front, gun barrel ruined, |

burned out

in an enemy

aiming device and also grating. Tn the other Abreilung, aheavy

shell penetrated the roof.

In the second action in defense eastof O ... we had better
success, with only two total losses (one blown up). One gun
shot down 22 tanks at once, the general number of kills was

R 1

also quite high, and the F dinands co!

(o the defense, as before in the breakthrough. One gun leader

shot down seven of nine approaching American

tanks.

The cannon is very good; every tank, even KW II, and
the approaching Americans are shot down with one shot or

two. Only loading was hindered by explosive

shells, as the

cartridges got stuck, which was sometimes very regrettable.

One gun barrel was hit, one already had a crack
and were exchanged with barrels from breakdow
also salvaged, since all breakdowns have been
by us to date. Now they are making a protective
grating, which T already suggested, since the
phosphorus shells and the aircraft drop them.

, one a bulge,
ns; parts were
brought back
plate over the
Russians fire
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The “Ferdinand™ has proven itself. It was decisive her
3::! l'?;‘\’x Ic:nnm getanywhere against the enenies today :il.:ufl.
iy i"w;_p_m against llwu_m ses of enemy tanks; assault guns
e lflcl!l- The cieftrll.‘ drive has per:;\-cn itself fully, the
! were p prised. Motor and electric
lfg:‘l:nr;: \:-::k:ew. The motor is known to be weak for the
S would:ucn"’;\r‘;‘::::“umw If it is improved after the
In one Ferdinand, the body of a Panzer IV was
tl.‘aled~_—hy accident—gun cut in two, an antitank gundc:;lf:;:d
a leading wheel. One hull was penetrated below by a T34 at
41?0 meters (seven T34 encircled it), but the full shell fell in
without damage. One Ferdinand stood sentry at night, was
lamed and blinded by close-combat weapons, and ﬁlnally
Plungcd into aditch. For such purposes it lacks a machine gun
in front. The side ports are too small, one does not see the
foresigh
A big mistake of ours is that the enemy guns and tanks
are left standing, instead of being brought to safety or destroyed
byarg:overy or destruction troop. For example, when 45 tanks
were in n‘a man’s land in the evening, some 20 are missing in
the morning: the Russians have taken them with their towing
tractors at night. The tanks that were shot down last summer

and left there came back into thei

2 2 cir hands during the ;

several weeks, perhaps 50 v.H. are mnnin;{m" the Winter! |y

ourselvc_s where so many come from, ll\u.l c""-"nd We ask

bloed. For example, in our first action, shoy ‘j‘:" Work ang
¥ dowy

tanks were left standing, als " Rusy;
L 8. also guns and ang Ussian
imes intact and witl it . Antitank
e e i e o ey i
ad to be taken again, and everything N layers
B Came D“'I(

into their hands. It was the same h ;

were all left standing. We shuuldﬁvl:?;\;]:v:"w
things_ as raw material; the new weapons c:mEth
material (which is often hard for us 1o gey),
material for the making of new heavy weay .

tans could be brought in like that, and the s <. 22544
lost the chance to cover his losses by repairs or S);Wcmq hase
a short time. There are already serap collecting st Avenging i
could be carried on more intensively; em atians, busy
hgometl:mes I:n sdmlions for a long time; e ok

ave been loaded. As I heard, all K

should be recovered by oumbleilulu;rmr;‘:?r‘?‘“ : erdinands
and are too few; whenever we needed more ol‘d‘]‘u atherl e
have made progress: we hope the new type is Scrn.
prod{u)cll"iun, I have not been able to find npla‘ccm"

therwise I am doing wi 4

Rt g well, and I also hope the Generyy is

Tiean tanks.
of taking yhe
Teused a5 ryy,
and goog ry,

3
they could mcanwh?l:

We would
ready for

(signed) Uffz. Boehy

Side view of a Ferdinand of the ¥
during Citadel in July 1943, e

Gun 121 of the same company is bei

refueled during a pause in the acux:ng

;I;:'.\emo Maybach motors had a great
irst

T e

mﬂ‘m‘j.,, =
Pa

July 24, 1943
Commander

No. 250/43 geh.

656 gi | Command Post,

On account of the tactical ation, the Regiment has been in
action without interruption since 5 July. Only the 1 Abreilung
could be given 24 hours of technical rest once.

Since the Ferdinand guns, as well as the Sturmpanzer,
show remarkably many technical weaknesses, it was foreseen
that this type of armored vehicle should be withdrawn for 2 1o
3 days after 3 o 5 days of action, and for longer periods after
Jonger action, in order to get them back into technical order.

The workshops have worked day and night to repair the
breakdowns, so that enough vehicles move against the enemy.

Through the excessive technical demands on all the
vehicles—because of the tactical situation—they all really

Ammunition supplying was just as im-
poﬂanm\isusbro«.xgmml'yaW\g'
NAG Type 54500 truck.

A Ferdinand of the 2/653 is being
moved just behind the front. Longer
marches were made by rail, as a mat-
ter of principle.

ought to be overhauled every 14-20 days. The technical
condition is now thus, that daily the cases increase in which
repaired vehicles on their way from the workshop to the troops.
break down with new or other technical defects.

An action planned in advance as 10 numbers, the
presequisite of armored vehicles ready for action, has thus
become impossible.

Only such vehicles can bbe reckoned on for action against
the enemy as have survived the trip back 10 the front after
being repaired.

I therefore repont 1o the Pz.A.0.K.2 that in the shoriest
possible time my Regiment will, for technical reasons, not be
ready for action, if it cannot be made possible to give all
vehicles at least one week of time for thorough repairs.

The Regiment still has a total of 54 Ferdinands (four of
{hem conditionally) and 18 assault guns.Thcse"acﬁun—mady"
vehicles also have been stressed to the limil.

It is thus urged that the Ferdinamds be taken out of the
HKL, the differently formed groups be dissolved, and only
three groups be kept 5 10 8 kilometers behind the front as a
mobile reserve. All other Ferdinands go to the workshops.
Repaired Ferdinands can then be exchanged for those on the

front.



Emu.qm somewhere near Krutaja Gora, Action in the
-Dominio-Mal By sector.

Agtion Group [1:
Location: Stanovoi-Kolodes. Action in army’s border sector
near Shumalovo,

Regimental command post very near the Pz.A.0.K.2.
Telephone connection via Pz.A.0.K.2 (code word
Schankwirth). Radio contact every half hour from 4:00 A.M.
1o midnight with both action groups is guaranteed. Removal
of all vehicles not ready for action is in progress again, and
will be carried out on 7/27/1943.

Report no. 4:
Heinz Gréschl
Fpnr. 25 056

O.U., July 25, 1943

Professor Porsche and Mr. Porsche, Jr.
Stuttgart-Zuffenhavsen

Our vehicles are now in action for three weeks and have, with
the previously driven kilometers, covered an average of 500
km. T have gathered enough experience that I can draw you a
picture of the maintenance or the faults of our vehicles. In
gr with the of the Abreilr I can say
that the weapon had success, and it was regretted by all that
only the small numbers were available. With an average
number of 15 ills per vehicle, one may well speak of success.
Tt must, to be sure, be stressed that the stated figure could be
much higher today. Unfortunately, the greater part of all

vehicles is almost always being repaired. This i

moreover, worsens from day to day, because with ":f‘“dumn.
wear of all parts, the supply of spare parts, much tu‘ﬂSmwnm
any case, is used up. Supplying with spare pans |y _’“"-‘" in
never taken place to date. Of the original supply ﬂf.!'.:h‘ almosy
17 are lacking as of today. Of them, seven were iv'_‘lh‘"“-
other Abreilung on orders from the Regiment; lfc By
had to be listed as total losses. Next 1 shﬂ]lrepm’—l © other en
most common damages and problems. o ontie

Running Gear (Wheel Trucks);

Counter L0 expectations, no damage h:
overstressing. The soft ground mays ha\fp‘;:;;dd:rf ;:":hrough
role. The consumption of rubber buffers (especiall it
two rear wheel trucks) was very great. Nuts have not I{):" e
from bolts, although a great number of the vehicles h:nml:d
old sheet metal shielding. Changing rolled-in runnin, i
must now be carried out in great numbers, e
Spring mounts have no longer broken sin i
supports hold treuble-free. From enemy aclitoi‘!i':l::ﬂlquw
wheels (swinging arms with spring mounts) and a great ;\u“szld
of rollers have become usable. Damaged swinging %
rubbed spring casings, tom-off, often misshapen %vh:r:r.
including the nuts, were the most common type of dama 4
usually caused by mines. The fifth road wheel, becanse nrg:'
high heat, retains no grease. the
‘Trunnion-bearing breakage of the front i
probably also attributable to mines. Ur:?:r:tl:f:ttlls
o ciaceionis were and are o available n sulficle aumbon
When possible, parts from failed vehicles have been used,

Ferdinand 511 of Heavy Panzerjdger Abteilung 654 stands next to a Panzer IVType G tank The difference in size can be seen.

¢ Driv

‘Except for one case in Neusiedl, which was surely mentioned
by Mr. Zadrik, no trouble 10 date. Wom track attachment screws
are sufficiently known to you.

Steering with Brakes
Several cases of brake trouble in Neusied] are known to Mr.
Zadnik. Mo difficulties since then. In two vehicles, which
stayed in action with damage for one Of (WO days, a brake
drum had been shot through. The inner parts were naturally
destroyed completely.

Hull

Has proved to be almost impervious to shots. A shot (1.62
mm) through the side in the area of the rear ventilator
driveshafts left everything, making. only afew scars. This shot
also remained without bad results. Practice has shown that the
gratings are a vulnerable spol, for aside from incendiaries, an
antillery shotorbomb hitting on or in the vicinity of the gratings
sets the vehicle on fire. The splinters break into the fuel tanks
or damage other important parts, such as water pipes. The
temperalure in the engine compartment is so high that in some
cases the fuel in the pipes began to boil. The attachment of
winches, tools, and cables outside the hull was a mistake. It
was foreseen that these objects were demolished in a short
time.

Body
Was also penetrated on the side in some cases. The sealing of
the body and the gratings on the hull are extremely faulty, or
missing altogether. Through the ball mantlet of the gun barrel,
fine but not innocuous splinters penctrate.
There were wounded men among the crews. The

temperature in the fighting compartment is still too hot. It has

ppened that the ition for flare pistols has ignited itself.
According to the commanders and aiming gunners, the
warming of the shells stored on the floor leads to shots going
too far.

Molor failures have become especially numerous in the last
days. The following damages occur: bent or tomn-off valves,

Unsealed and damaged radiators have already caused very
much work. The radiators generally leak in the sniderislg'of
the lower brace. | assume that the shorl, stiff pipe connection
between the lower braces of the two radiators is the cause. In
knocked-out ventilators, the drive flange has been weldayi o
the ventilator drive. Replacement parts for them are lacking.

Gengrators, Electric Motors

We had the last problem with a generator in Neusied), It was
again the known connection in the gauge contact, still located.
below, Since then, the generators have run problem free. It
must, though, be noted that we have had mostly dry weather
{0 date, and that the vehicles very seldom cool off.
On the other hand, dust lation is very consi
especially in the generators, although it does not seem (0
impede functioning.

Has also d without probl worth ioning. In
(hree vehicles, a reversing field regulator has been replaced.
Here, too, sealing from dust leaves much to be desired.

Dynamos, Batteries

The dynamo with reversed tuming direction has caused major
complications. The total br of one vehicle is also
auributable to that, Every day there were several vehicles with
burned-out insulation, and thus dead batteries.

Mr. Zadnik will have reported to you already. We have
now gone over to installing the dynamos with their former
{urning direction, and have already done this work on nine
vehicles. The problems with them have stopped. Mr. Scharpf
of the Bosch firm, who has stood by us and advised us in this
situation, was unfortunately killed. The attachment of the
batteries is bad. The first attack day alone cost us over thirty
batteries. Every mine we bit has cost us at least one battery,
and often all of them. In all cases, the casings were cracked or
completely destroyed. Shots have often had the same effect.
The two radio batteries have been strained very much, and
{hus must often be recharged outside the vehicle.

Jit
Di to telecin shafts also occur that can be overcome

pistons broken as a result; bent or torn-off ing rods;
and cracked cylinder heads. T am of the opinion that too liule
power is the main cause of these phenomena. Cracks and
unsealed cylinder liners are surely a result of overhealing. A
water loss of ten liters is, based on experience, not bearable.
The seals on the exhaust manifold hold for only a short time.
This is a constant fire hazard. The installation of the exhaust
pipes is very difficult and time consuming work, as they are
known to be inaccessible. Atthis time it is impossible to replace
defective motors, because replacement motors are lacking.

only with the greatest difficulty, for not the slightest spare part
has come into our hands. Tachometers have broken down on
many vehicles. These vehicles run without a tacho. Such
instruments, which are also so hard to get, must function with
the greatest precision, for in action there is no time to repaic
them.
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Gun

']'he cannon is very good in its effect, but is almost constantly
in need of repairs. For as yet unknown reasons, the riflings of
the barrel break out, and the cartridge ejector does not function.
Th? ?anridgts must often be removed with hammer and chisel.
Driving through in combat with the barrel unsupported knocks
outthe elevation and traversing machines, so that at the muzzle
4 dead area up to 20 cm has been found. The heating of the
entire vehicle often makes the aiming machines jam.
Adjustment has to be made all over again after a short time.
The front barrel brace was shot away in some cases. A precise
report has been given by Staff Sergeant Br. to the commander
of Abteilung 653 to be passed on further.

Reportno. 5

Panzer Jéger Regiment 656  0.U., 9/18/1943
‘Commander

To

Panzer Officer at Gen.St.d.H. Litzen

After the Regiment was transferred from Briansk to
Dnieprpetrovsk, the making of major repairs, and the
immediately resulting action of a battle group, the Regiment
has never before had a chance to present an experience report.

The Regiment is making up for that with today's report.

Transfer from Briansk to Dniepro. Went remarkably
slowly, since moving was done in individual transports, and
not in transport motion. The individual transports, therefore,
needed up to nine days.

Making major repairs at the K Works or depending on
them was impossible, because the works were overfilled. The
Regiment, therefore, organized for itself a large hall from the
Dniepro Steel Company and set it up. At the same time of
arrival, the immediate action of a mixed battle group was
ordered.

By applying all available strength, we made fast repairs
within seven days, and prepared 15 Ferdinands and 25
Sturmpanzer for action. All the men at the workshops have
given their all to this work.

Work was done twelve hours per day. The vehicles got no
improvements, but were somewhat overhauled, equipped for
the most part with fresh tracks from old production, new
‘motors, etc. The results of these fast repairs showed itself
already in loading, where 3 Ferdinands and 2 Smrmpanzer
broke down on the way to being loaded.

The battle group was led by Captain B., Commander of
Panzerjliger R 1t 656. The Regi C der was
with the battle group.

The battle group was to be divided again in wwo days, o,
in Sinelnikovo, the second in Pavlograd, g

‘When Sinelnikovo was reached by the first transpon, he
Sinelnikovo-Pavlograd railroad was already interrupted, }‘”-a
Ferdinands and 12 Sturmpanzer were unloaded and, w.mw
strengthened Battalion, the way from Sinelnikovo 1o P-'Wlugta:
was “fought free.”

The march of some 40 kilometers, in Ppouring rain and
soggy ground, brought no enemy contact. Not one shot wag

fired. The Regiment Commander was able 1o withdraw the
Ferdinands and 3 Sturmpanzer from the march afier wo
kilometers, in order to save them from the strains of the march

In the meantime, an order had come to move the entire
battle group to Pavlograd in visual contact, whereupon one
transport train after another appeared, and one crane wagon;
two trucks were fully destroyed or ruined, with one dead, one
injured. In the same night, the whole battle group was ordereq
into action with Infantry Regiment 420 to free the road from
Pavlograd to Dmitriyevka. This march also covered more thay
40kilometers. Eight Ferdinands and 12 Sturmpanzer ook pan.

‘There was little enemy contact on the march, One armoreq
scout car was shot down, five 7.62 cm Pak captured. Al eigh;
Ferdinands reached their destination. Three of the Stirmpanzer
broke down. The next day was a day of rest, with the chance
for technical service. On these days orders were given that the
Ferdinands must drive back to Pavlograd (o be loaded there,
and sent to take up positions in Sinclnikuvo.'l'hreu@ repairs
and the arrival of more Sturmpanzer, the number was raised
10 16. The Sturmpanzer were subordinated to the 23" Pangzer
Division, and made a march on the following day, with
intensive enemy contact, whereby they shot well, in the
direction of Vassilikovka -Grigerievka. The battle group was
led by Captain B., Commander of 1./Pz.Jg.Rgt.656, while the

i [¢ went to Sinelni in the Ferdinand,

While Sturmpanzer had further action—partly with the
9, partly with the 23 Panzer Division—the Ferdinands

ined at rest, i gotiations with the 1* Panzer
Army led to the entire battle group, with further retaking of
the front, staying in a so-called advanced bridgehead al
Dniepropetrovsk until this was occupied by the troops, then
ready for defense beyond the river. For this it was necessary
to build a special ramp at a small railroad station and prepare
for loading.

After it became clear that at some time between the 25¢
and 30 the battle fronts would reach the riverbanks, and the
city would already be evacuated by all repair services, the
presence of the Regi C in Dni sk was
necessary. The entire baltle group was taken over by Captain
B., with the closest contact with the Regiment, the Regiment
Commander himself in Dniepro.

Discussion with the Army resulted in the plan for the
d to place the Regiment at the Sp brid
which had to be held through the winter under all conditions;
with subordination to the XVII Army Corps. In
Dniepropetrovsk, decisions of the most far-reaching
importance had to be made. The Army Group and the Army
arrange for the whole Regiment, while the view prevails here
that at the time, only a battle group should be placed at the
disposal of the Army Group, while the rest of the Regiment,
(he mass of it, stands ready as the reserve of the OKH. No
telephone connection could be made with either the Inspector-
General or the OKH. Telegrams were accepted only in limited

of Nikopol, as there were big buildings there. A panticularly
good, useful one belongs to Lufigau 25, and will be emptied
in time. Negotiations with this office are going on at this
moment, Other available buildings are being used by the
railroad, but when this is somewhat better organized, using
them might also be possible. These negotiations are also going
on at this time via the Defense Command of Dniepropetrovsk.
To understand the further intentions of the OKH, and to know
whether these dispositions of the Regiment find approval, the
following urgent teletype was sent, after all imaginable efforts
to make telephone connections failed:

sizes. On the other hand, f: hing and top-speed d
had to be made about the evacuation of the major repair shop.

Major Repairs

After the battle group had been prepared, 14 Ferdinands were
worked on again, and were 10 be generally repaired with all
changes made. To carry out these repairs, the most varied parts
are still lacking. News is received that the trains with these
parts departed from Germany, but whether they will arrive on
time, or are even still en route to here, seemed questionable.
On the other hand, we had to be able under any conditions,
within 5 or 6 days, to make these Ferdinands mobile somehow.
Thus, it was ordered by the Regiment commander to prepare
some vehicles, if necessary, with used parts to the extent that
they could move, in order (0 be loaded.

The next 13 hed their compl
‘What with the intention to evacuate the repair services, these
repairs are to be regarded as fast, and not as general repairs.
These repair services also move out on the 19 and 20®.

For new housing of the major repair service, reconnaissance
in the direction of Krivoi Rog-Kirovograd is begun early.

For the most part, these villages are overfilled, and space fora
major repair service is not to be found.

After the orders were given by the Army Group and Panzer
A.O.K. 1 for the future action of the Regi atthe i

F SSD Ons-L , 9/18/1943
To Panzer Officer of the St.D.H. Lotzen, Rgt., asks for
fastest explanation and decision, whether all parts are tactically
subordinated to Army Group South, since action is foreseen
only for the Spereshic bridgehead.
Transfer of major repairs necessary as quickly as possible and
intended to go to Nikopol.
Panzer Jéiger Regiment 656
No. 357/43 geh.

‘The transport of the available 42 Ferdinands (8 of them are in
action) will cause difficulties, since app ly the ini)

of the necessary Syms wagons will cause difficultics. For this
purpose, the land route from Dniepropetrovsk to Spereshic
was scouted, and the thening of the bridg di d
with the army engineers. If need be, the whole column could
take this route in case of danger, and then later be transported
by rail from Speroshie to Nikopol. This last will only take
place if special railroad cars do not arrive. A large quantity of
spare parts is also to be transported. The railroad is more than
overburdened in the whole army area. It thus seems
questionable whether enough railroad material to transport
these valuable goods will be available at the right time. For
this purpose, large buildings near the railroad in towns west

rit d, new was as advised
by the Defense Command in Dniepropetrovsk, in the direction

of Sap ie were inquired about. Thus, the possibility exists
of shipping this vital material there with what is in the
Regiment’s own loading area, in order to get it moving either
by road or by rail to the repair place, if possible.
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; rear—holder for track links on the left | Side view: (division from front: Drivers/radioman’s room, room for cooling fans and generator, two Maybach HL 120 motors, dean:
;ﬁ:“u\"r‘:h“; m;;mﬂwd £l R equipment. genemnrs. and ventilators for powertmn cooling, driving motors and hot air escape at rea—iongitudinal torsion
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Top view: (New armored gratings over the radiators)

View from below (for better overview without compoenents, the right chassis side is shown) (Dirt deflector for drive wheel—additional amor on the
forward bottom of the hull—Exhaust pipes end between bedy overhang and tracks—rear air outlet normally covered by wire mesh)
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S0 it has come with a wosd of fosesight, that if Daiepro,
all of a sudden, should come into the range of artillery fire,
this location can be vacated by parts of the Regiment.

At the same time, command posts for the Regiment, for
the two Abreilungen, and possible places for the companies in
the Speroshic bridgehead, thus were moved east of the river,
and places for the supply trains and all the parts not among
the fighting forces were formed west of the nver.

The final will be on
of the 19%, and it is to be hoped that by that time a dmsson
from OKH will have arrived as to whether the Regiment is to
take its winler quarters in the Speroshie bridgehead. Moving
the mass of the Regiment without battle groups would then be
done most quickly, and moving the battle groups would be
assured. All these measures were taken in closest contact with
Army Group South and Pz.A.0.K. 1,

The action of the Regiment in the bridgehead is planned
50 that positions or camps of the companies are found, where
the combat vehicles can go, some 5-8 km behind the combat
front. At the same time, radiating paths to the HKL must be
found and, if necessary, be prepared. In this setup it would be
possible to put in the parts of the Regiment where they really
are needed in case of a known attack. It goes withoul saying
that a thorough protection of the combat vehicles must be
begun at once there, so that they will not freeze and become
immobile in the winter. For this reason alone, the final decision
about winter use must be made quickly.

It must not go unmentioned that in the next weeks and
months, by the whole regiment, one battle group of varying
strength must always stand ready for action, while the otheris
being repaired. Thus it must be determined that, if the battle
group is commanded to take action, and if the evacuation of
the former major repair center is necessary, no Ferdinand to
date has left the commanded and intended major repairs with
all changes. Not only the first repair series of 15 vehicles, but
also the next 14 are to be ready for action; all vehicles of these
two series, however, must have the required changes made,
thus going through repairs again. The same applies to the
Sturmpanzer. Since the uses of these vehicles in winter, as
opposed to summer, will be limited, it must also be assured
that by the new year the whole regiment will have had general
repairs.
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The Panzer situation of the Regiment is thus in part as follows:

Battle Group:

8 Ferdinands, fully ready for action.

14 Sturmpanzer, the greater part of them no longer ready for
action, since they have broken down, for the most part, because
of damp weather and bad ground surface. The recovery of these
vehicles with all available towing means is in progress. Itis o
be hoped that all of them can be taken away from enemy hands.

42 Ferdinands, seven finished with quick repairs in three or
four days, 14 more finished in six or seven days. All the rest
without any repairs—long-term.

Ten Sturmpanzer presumably finished with quick repairs on
the 20* or 21*. All others from renewed action or cannon
damage—long-term.

The formation of a battle group soon for the Sporoshie

bridoshead of

Reportno. 6

Panzer Jiiger Regiment 656 Regimental Commg
27/1943

Commander

To

After the news from OKH arrived on 9/19 that he whol
Regiment will be subordinated to Atmy Group South, A[“‘
Group South wmed the Regiment overto P2.A.Q.K. |. it u:.“)
ordered from here that the Regiment was 10 be plun‘ed: in .r
bridgehead with all usable forces and go with the rest lnb:
repaired.

At the Sporoshie bridgehead, the Henrici Group (40,p, K
was instructed that all usable parts should be used as ‘\lﬂbi)ﬂlgl
reserve in the bridgehead.

Two battle groups are being formed, each under the

nd Posy, gy

7F ds and 10 A
After the return of Battle Group B, transfer of all satisfactory
parts of this battle group to the Sporoshie bridgehead battle
group.

After setting up the repair base at Nikopol:

Carrying out major repairs on 10 Ferdinands (in the halls
under consideration, work on more cannot be carried out at
once). After completion, moving these battle portions to the
Sporoshic bridgehead and taking in ten more Ferdinands. After

letion, taking out the Ferdinands not yet fitted with form
changes from the bridgehead and finishing the major repairs.

For the Sturmpanzer, a repair Abteilung must be set up,

after the completion of bringing back the individual repaic
Abteilungen, by the Army or Army Group, which will carry
out general repairs. Then the transfer of a complete
Sturmpanzer Company to this repair Abteilung will take place,
and this, after repairs are completed, will be exchanged for
another complete Company. Thus, it would be attained that as
many Sturmpanzer as possible are ready for the bridgehead,
the units are finally in order again, and in three moves the
Abreilung has finished the major repairs. The Regiment
requests that notice be taken of this deposition, and that orders,
if necessary, be givenif they do not correspond to the wishes
of the higher command positions.

d of one of the Abreilung Ce ders: Group Norty
under Major B., and Group South under Major K. Each, gmn.
will receive about 12 to 14 Ferdinands and 10 1o 15
zer. In addition, a limited number of Ferdinands “'iﬂ
ns on the main arterial roads of the city. The
Ferdinands of the baule groups are in passable condition
through quick repairs, and are usable for the planned tasks_
mobile armored defense at arising focal points. No great
demands can be made of the armored vehicles to be used on
the major arterial roads. They serve as a last reserve and las
firemen.

All vehicles shall be set up so that they are at the edges of
towns. The battle groups have defined arcas in which they
will be used if needed. Approach routes and terrain are being,
and will be scouted. A crosswise connection is scouted, s
that one battle group can also be used in the other’s area.

This mobile antitank defense will constitute a major factor
in the bridgehead.

The action of these battle sections is particularly assured,
in that both battle groups are subordinated directly 1o the
Regiment Commander, and he directly to the Henrici Group;
in addition, the Regiment Commander has been confirmed by
the Henrici Group as the Commander of all antitank defense
in the bridgehead.

Repairs:

For the final major repairs of the Ferdinands, after long
negotiations with the Luftwaffe, the halls in Nikopol could be
obtained. To be sure, structural changes must be made there,
and housing for all the workshop personnel must be created. |
have obtained personnel from the O.T. to reach that goal more
quickly. Since the work in Dnicpropetrovsk cannot be
continued further through the transfer, the transport of the
Ferdinands proceeds only slowly because of heavy railroad
use; this work had been reinforced with a workshop company.
When the Ferdinands arrive, the housing arrangements will
be such that the work can be started.

It is 1o be hoped that the work can be started on about |
Qctober. 3

Itis arranged so that each time a complete Company goes
for repairs then, after final completion—including the planned
form changes—is exchanged for another. Thus, in time the
entire Ferdinand Abreilung will come through; action at the
bridgehead will not be endangered.

The Regiment requests at this time that all offices be
instructed to direct all supplies for Ferdinands to Nikopol.

The Sturmpanzer Abteifung has been able to seule its own
workshop platoon passably west of the river, according to
conditions. Here small and medium repairs are carried out, in
order to assure the readiness of the combat companies for
action. With the Panzer A,0.K. in the Army Group it has been
agreed that onc Panzer Repair Abieilung be firmly defined to
generally repair one Sturmpanzer Company at atime. In these
days we are receiving news as to which Repair Abreilung this
will be.

This general overhauling is absolutely necessary. It turned
out in the last actions that the previous fast repairs proved to
be insufficient. The Srupa have done a tremendous job, and
they are breaking down now in great numbers. The effective
general repair is unavoidable. Thus, it must be thoroughly
determined whether the vehicles that suffered mine damage
in the Orel bend and were made mobile again by changing
running gear have not somehow been distorted. The

f such former mine d d vehicles at this time:
is noteworthy.

Through these dispositions it is being attained that:

2/3 of the Regiment is on duty
1/3is making general repairs very carefully.

The actions taken at the bridgehead to date took place
without major losses.

In the last action at the Dniepropetrovsk bridgehead, one
Stupa had to be blown up. It was so badly damaged by a direct
hit that when the front was retaken, it could no longer be
recovered. When blown up, it flew completely into the air.

In this last action, two T-34 tanks could be shot down and
three antitank guns destroyed.

The precise Panzer situation will be reported when all
armored sections have arrived. As the greater part of all
armored vehicles is coming here partly by rail and partly by
road, the Panzer situation cannot be seen completely.

At this time, 11 Ferdinands and three Stupa are here on
duty.

Von Jungenfeld

Report no. 7

16" Panzer-Grenadier-Division
Post, 10/7/1943
—Commander—

AbL. la No. 796/43 geh.

Division Command

Re: Cooperation with “Ferdinand” and Sturmpanzer vehicles,

To achieve a successful cooperation between infantry and
Ferdinand tanks, one must be clear about several details of
these overly heavy vehicles:

1) The Ferdinand has a weight of 75 tons. It is therefore more
ponderous than the tiger on the bauleficld. Approach and
readiness, as well as attack terrain, require more careful
scouting than for use of the Tiger,

2) The tremendous weight of the tank makes the smallest
repairs more difficult. For example, to change a track, one
needs a heavy winch to lift the tank. It is almost impossible to
undertake repairs to the tank on the battlefield and under enemy
fire. The breakdown of a Ferdinand close to the enemy is
therefore a very disagreeable situation. I this happens within
the terrain occupied or dominated by fire from the enemy, the
tank must usually be blown up. In the attack on Kursk,
numerous Ferdinands, which had pushed far into the enemy
and been theinfantry by d artillery
fire, were lost in this way. In addition, the engines of the
Ferdinands, with the great weight of the tank, hold out for
only a very short distance. In the Ferdinands that have seen
action in this combat area, the engines have been far
overstressed, and thus very prone to breaking down.

3) The Ferdinand has only its cannon as armament. In a field
of enemy infantry, it is exposed quite helplessly, without MG
and 2 ¢cm cannon, to the approach of enemy destroyer troops.
The gun is not fully traversable in its turret. If the tank wants.
to fire to the left or right it must turn itself, which requires
much time because of its ponderousness. Also, the great dead
angle of some 200 meters proves very unfavorable in such a
situation. The Ferdinand tank is therefore fully unsuitable for
moving into the enemy alone.

4) The Ferdinand tank is a powerful structure that, as soon as
it appears on the battlefield, attracts the heaviest enemy fire
from all sides. It is impossible to let infantry attack along with
these tanks. It inevitably is stopped, with heavy losses, in the
fire directed at the tanks.

On the other hand, the Ferdinand tank has the following
£ood qualities:

a) The armor is so heavy that enemy fire up 1o 12.2 ¢m has
little effect on it. In the combat around the Sporoshie
bridgehead, no Ferdinand has as yet fallen to encmy fire. But
one tank that had ventured too far into the enemy infantry.
field alone was blown up by a Russian tank destroyer troop.
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b) The Ferdinand has a cannon with incredible

firing capacity.
It shoots any T 34 or K.W. | S

10 pieces at the greatest range

©) Along with Strmpanzer that fire 15 em shells divectly at
shon. ranges with destiuctive effect, both types of tanks can
provide the strongest and most destructive fire.

When one
of the Ferdinand and

Sturmpanzer, one comes to the following conclusion for their
cooperation with the infantry:

these ad: and disad

g

1) These tanks are not infantry escort tanks. They must be left
by the advancing infantry, and affect the area of the auacking
infantry with their fire. which is still effective at long ranges.
The staying of the infantry in the presumed cover of the large
tanks is destructive, and usually ends with heavy losses.

2) When penetrating the enemy, the Ferdinands and
S zer are d purp lly by their own
Panzer 111 and IV tanks, which use their mobile fire to keep
close attacks of enemy infantry away from the Ferdinands.
Where M.T.W. units are available, they accompany the
Ferdinand attacks more p Ily.

3) When the infantry advances boldly under the tremendously
heavy fire cover of the Ferdinand and Sturmy d

their penetration points with concentrated fire; then the infantry
can reckon with some assurance on a successful attack.

s for such success is, of course, carefy)
nce and conferring as to terrain, Beginning, 4pg
course of the attack between the leaders of the Ferdinands 3y
the infantry before the attack begins.

I expect that these guidelines for cooperation wigy
inands and Sturmpanzer will very soon become the
common property of all officers, but above all the battalion
and regiment Ferdinand and Strmpanzer are 4
present the strongest and best attack weapons of the German
Army. Using them practically and cleverly brings the infaniry
good chances of success and diminishes their losses,

(signed) Commande,
Report no. 8

Panzer
Jger Regiment 656, Regimental Command Post, 11/2/1943
Commander
To
Panzer Officer at Gen.St.d.H. Létzen
v zer-Jiger-
The Regiment again presents the following siwation Teport

Ferdinand:

Since the last situation report of 10/17/1943, the Regiment
has been in action daily without interruption. Since the
Regiment had to support defensive fighting in the zones of
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Sturmpanzer (early version)

both the XX11 and XXX Army Corps, long marches from one
focal point 10 another were often unavoidable, sometimes
ering 60-80 km in the shortest time, 50 that tanks broke
;o(,:,;. with technical damage again and ‘ngu‘m. The repair
services and workshops, though, wcr_ked vigorously, so that a
mber of weapons were always fmng the enemy.
i The number of weapons facing the enemy varied very
rongly. It rose at times to 20, but also sank at times to four—
sl ﬁdi“g on the action and the already mentioned marches.
i:.tees:wliAhmen( of a Nerth and a South Battle Group could
not overcome this bad siluation, since at an absol ute focal point
the whole available force had 1o be put into action.

‘The major repair shop then finished ten vehicles, and the
fast repair shop at Nicopol lour more, so that lhe;e r_nunocn
weapons could be thrown most quickly toward Krivoi Rog at
\he moment of greatest crisis forllhe LvII :\.1(. (Pz‘.K‘)’ whc!e
they went immediately from train unloading to action, and in
three days could destroy:

21 tanks
34 antitank guns
§ guns (captured)

and thus have a considerable effect on the success at this place.
At the same time, four weapons were in action with the XXV
A K.—likewise, three weapons with the XVl.] AK

In these days, then, the Regiment was divided in action
among three army corps, and a total space of some }50 km.
This action was necessary because of the tactical situation,
but places tremendous pressure on the Regimentis command
in terms of supplying, towing, and repainng services.

The Regiment is therefore being now, after the

lusion of the i bat at Krivoi Rog i
in the area of the XXX AK. and XVI[ A.K.—and is to stay
here on the seam between these (wo corps, forming an army
reserve to be applied at a necessary focal point. As of 11/5/
1943 14 Ferdinands are ready for action; some ten more will
be ready by 11/8, and will reach the assembly area from

i l.
leﬂlﬁs 10 be hoped that by 11/12/1943 another 3 or 4 vehicles
can be prepared for action.

In comparison with the action-ready numbers of other
armored units, it can be determined that the Regiment, despite
the many technical breakdowns, of which a report will fn!lmy,
was always in action with a goodly number of weapons—this
could be attained only with the purposeful and tireless work
of the workshops, repair units, and repair services.

The achievement of these men is above all praise. Under
the leadership of

Oberieutnant d R, and Dipl.Ing. R and K.V.R. Sch, these
units have a decisive share in the success of the Regiment.

It must therefore be requested once again, outside of
regulations, that the Regiment be supplicd with 10 K. VK. first
class and 50 K.V.K. second class, so that these men can receive
appropriate recognition; without the ceaseless work of these
men, the Regiment would long since have come to grief,

The Regiment determines that at this time the main damage is
1o gasoline engines, tracks, and running gear.

Motors:

The performance ability of the engines is some 800 kilometers.
After this distance the motors are shot, and must be replaced
orrepaired. The motors newly installed in mid-September have
already covered 500 to 700 km, so that the Regiment simply
needs about 90 motors urgently and immediately for the 48
Ferdinands on hand; otherwise all the vehicles will break down.
This will be impossible with the present motor shortage in the
Reich, so that the overhauling of the motors must be done on
the spol. With lasting front movement, and the resulting
constant transfers of motor repair services. no other solution
is possible.

‘The Regiment thereby refers to the report of 9/27 and that
of 10/17/1943, in which this suggestion was already made.
Although it was made known as urgent in the report of 10.17,
no news about relevant decisions has reached us to date. The
Regiment thus found itself obliged to send the following urgent
teletype to the Inspector-General on 11/1/1943:

To
I .G P T Li

Urgently needed immediate shipment by air of 20 sets of
pistons and cylinder liners for Ferdinand motors, including 4
sets of tools for nstallation of the same. Resulting from lack
of motors and daily action, further repairs, and thus all action,
is absolutely put in question. Report follows by courier post.
Please teletype answer via Pz.A.OK. L.

Gem. V. Jungenfeld
Obersth. U. Rets.Kdr.
Pz.-Jg.Rgl.656

Ttis to be hoped that this necessary material is now coming
on a Ju 52. Since here nol one replacement motor is on hand
anymore, the motor damage occurring almost daily can no
longer be repaired—these vehicles will now break down once
and for all.

The Regiment has already drawn autention to this.
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Tracks and Running Geacs
The tracks that were finally delivered are catastrophically bad.

Links break every day. On a march of 40-50 km, 11 to 14
track breakages are no rarity. Completely new tracks are in
view for November, It is necessary, as the new tracks are
extraordinarily urgently needed.

Track damage in action can lead to the blowing up of the
whole vehicle.

The faulty tracks also damage the running gear, so that
this is often seriously involved, along with the track problem.

In the last days the enemy, now that he has learned that he
cannot defeat the armor of the Ferdinand, fires almost
exclusively at the running gear. This cavses a particularly great
need for these parts. For example, of 15 Ferdinands, ten are
being repaired just for running gear damage. A this time
several railroad cars of spare parts are en route, and should
reach the Regiment in the next days, as a result of track
damaged in the Kolinnen area.

The urgent need of motors is unaffected by this. It can
only be dealt with by immediate shipping of spare motor parts
and necessary tools, so that the Regiment is in a position to
carry out these repairs itself.

Sturmpanzer:
Major Kahl has personally reported on the Srurmpanzer
situation and delivered the report of the Regiment.

‘hile, the Regil has already sent 14 P
on the march to Vienna; this was necessary, since no fewer
than 32 defective Sturmpanzer are standing around here that,
in/the many backward movements, were in danger of being
blown up, or falling into enemy hands for lack of transport.

At this time only three Sturmpanzer are in action.

Spare parts for the Siurmpanzer arc also en route, so that
it is to be hoped that, in the foreseeable time, ten of this
Abteilung’s weapons can be brought into action.

Once again, a general overhauling of this Abreilung ata
suitable place must be urged. The question itself has been

i d atlength with the app offices by Major Kahl.

Success

In the last days the Regiment has again contributed
considerably to strengthening the defensive front. The
Regiment's action has become a symbol for friend and foe.

The Regiment’s success from 7/5 «
four mugnlhs. adds up: 0 1LLS71943, thus througy

582 tanks

344 antitank guns

133 guns

103 antitank rifles

3 aircraft

3 armored scout cats

3 assault guns

The figures above represent only the a i

defensive action and defensive mcven{cms a;l::.cr:mgs‘ i
not possible. A great number of enemy dead, estim, i
12,000, with several hundred infantry weapons th :M o
destroyed in these battles, increase the total succe: T
Regiment significantly. et

von Jungenfelg

Modiﬁ;ation and General Overhauling

(On Seplember |
already tumed in &

un near the cantt
the 8.8 cm gu

fact, 50 Ferdinands could be rearmed within six weeks.

Rear view: (Hools for spare track links moved upward (thus the MP
port was eliminated))

ber 1, 1943, the Heavy Panzerjiger Regiment 656 had
Jong list of 31 urgent wishes for improvement,
Juincluded, among others, ‘h‘c suggestion of mounting a machine

on, so that it could be fired through the barrel of
n. If the materials needed for this change could be:
made available the troops would carry out the work themselves. In

‘©COPYRIGHT HLAZY LOUIS DOYLE 1993

Elefant as Command Vehicle
Right side: (installation of an additional antenna for use
as command vehicle)

(CCOPYRIGHT HILARY LOUIS DOYLE 1993
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Butinstead of rebuilding these vehicles near the front, the order
Ay %

- Radio desensitizing of the body and hull,

to the the
Nibelungenwerke. Here is a list of the desired modifications:

Elrefighting: Y

- Modifying the gratings for better splinter protection.

- Shielding the gas line from the exhaust.

- Changing the attachment of the exhaust pipes.

- Protecting valve covers from dripping oil 4

- Preventing the collection of leaves, etc., on the exhaust pipes.

- Making ngil more ible from the fighting
compartment.

- Installing a fire extinguishing system (consisting of two CO, foam
extinguishers, each with 5-liter capacity).

- Flexible mounting of the batteries. 5
- Removing the attachment feet of the generator casing.
- Improving the dynamo bracket.

W- wi
- Tnstallation of dynamos made by Bosch firm. ;

- Feeding the outside power of the generators with 12 instead of
24 volts (to improve radio conditions)

the ampere meter from damage.

Drive:

- Make sliding clutch firm.

- Install greater reduction gearing in the gearbox,
- Deliver new tracks.

- Renew rubber buffers on running gear.

- Auach rain gutters to sides of roof,
- Sealing the driver’s and radioman’s hatches and the

- Sealing the gap between hull and body, 70of plate

- Auaching grids and gratings.

5 ing the tension of the o
Tadioman

hatches.
- Welding the fillers to the hull in front of the body.

- Attaching spare track links, tools, and equi

rear of the bu‘:ly. ASPRCRL bty the
- Attaching rain and blinding protection over the Periscapes,

- Attaching air escape ducts under the rear shield,

- Firm welding of the hinges on the engine comparimen; cover,

_ Changing the shape and anglg of the gun shield,

- Protection from splinters behind the ball mantlet.

. Stiffening or strengthening of the body roof.

- Emergency exit 1hmngh‘ asﬁem_hly hatch in the rear body wall.
. Commander’s cupola with ;_)cnsccpc_

- Suggestion of attaching an inserted MG for the gun barrel.
. Periscope for the gunner. )

. Machine telegraph between cummder and driver.

- Improve cooling system and v_enu!ator drive

- Improve attachment of rear shield.

. Change the exhaust system (needs strong track deflectors).

In addition to these modifications, a ball mantlet was installed
in the driver's front plate, near the radioman. It held a machine
gua for close-range defense.

’_I‘he Nibelungenwerke finished the general overhauling of 20
Ferdinands in February: 27 followed in March 1944, Five more
- they paired at the factory.

y were wmed over o the Army Motor Vehicle Workshop (Wien-
Arsenal) in Vienna.

‘The following chronological list shows the problems in the
general overhauling of the vehicles:

1271311943 As per order of 12/10/1943, PzigRgt 656 with
Abteilungen 653 and 216 was transferred out of
Ammy Group South area (Krivoirog-Niknpol area)
to St. Palten for refreshing.

1119/1944 As per order, sPzlgRgt 656 moves quickly for
refreshing.

1191944

Tg date, eight Ferdinands were dismantled at
Nibelungenwerk. Their assembly was begun. Spare
parts from Schutno had not yet arrived.

i f Heavy Panzendger Abteilung 654 is seen dunng the transfer of the Ferdinands to Abteilung 653.The S5) il transport car of the German
rder of August 26, 1943, Heavy Panzeqger Abteilung 654 was transferred as a personnel unit (without equipment) to the Orleans area.and Vehicle 511 of Heavy 5! g s spec 4o
Qﬁﬁlguﬁﬂ:m::m osv:r 0 Abteilung eﬁm picture shows Ferdinand 612 near Karachev in August 1943, after being turned over to Abtedung 653 Reichsbahn can be seen.

i
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man Wehrmacht,the 1B-ton halftrack. was far from sufficient to recover 3 F
r a Ferg

tor of the Gel
f five 18-ton halftracks and one Ferdinand.

1his picture O

The losses were high.The Standard Recovery Trac|
inand There

were often adventurous attempts made, as seen in

view.of the Recovery. Ferdinand
inlike the combat vehicle, had no

s rmor plte:

Three of these Recovery Ferdinands were finished in August 1943 and sent to units the following month.




damage from fire and explosion, and thus require
longer repair time. The H.Kfz. Workshop in Vienna
will take over those six vehicles.,

Refreshing of s.Pz Jg. Rgt 656: Since 12/14/1943 all
field transport from Russia has reached Sirashof
railroad yards. From 12/16/1943 10 11071944, 21
transports of the 656* have lefi.

. o Ni-Werk from OKH Wa I Ri (WuG 6): Re: 1125/1944
5 ibon14 Series 15 cm i v, repairing Ferd -4
? In agreement with HDL Saurand Dipl.-Ing. hl{elch

itis arranged that producing the 15 em SwPez is ’ ; -
& ferred at once from Vienna to Ni-Werk, and - Ferdinands to Ni-Werke, St. Valentin

trans i of Ferdinand be taken over at once by - SwPz IV and PzBefWg. [11, PzFgst. 111, IV and V
i Wi (ammunition carriers) to H Kfz. Workshop, Vienna
B SKH WaG 6 from Army Vehicle Workshop, el

77, Arsenal,
;:ri‘)‘n:ncs 15 ¢m StuPz IV and mpﬂiringllhe
dinand. Because of already ad dd g

:;f Ferdinand at Ni-Werk and spare parts slor_cd at
Linz, Ferdinand repairing stays at St. Valentin )
(except those ca. 6 pieces that have suffered major

Atthe Nibelungenwerk, 18 Ferdinands have already
been dismantled and are being repaired. The whole
repair of the Ferdinand depends on the timely
delivery of the spare parts from Schutwo, and the
timely delivery of replacement HL 120 motors,
Under these requirements, the repair of at most 43
Ferdinand can be reckoned on by 3/15/1944.

1943,
the MNikopal brdgehead, November or December
Panzeqdger Abtelung 653 at

A Recovery Ferdinand of Heavy

S pe rever were s were towed 10 the neares
from enemy fire or mechanical problems
ared whe erdinand: jsed.Vehicles that had broken down r 2 prve et il
Uidontidsd de ften Fleft ;n tru;r fate rhere‘To\Mng wvehicles and railread cars (with locomotives) were only seldom available when they ver
railroad loading site, and of
needed.

Ferdinands that were 100 badly damaged were sent back to the manufacturer for general
overhauling. This operation was mostly finished by March 1944,

In the ess, the vehicles were brought up 1o the latest state of development. Among
:mu- ms a commander’s cupola was installed, and a ball mantlet for a machine gun
planned for the radioman. This was protected by an added 80 mm armor plate. The modi-
fied vehicles were given the evocative name of Elefant.

i hit that struck the 60 mm side !
55 of this Ferdinand was caused by a KE
mer':nme splinters of the armor blocked the leading wheel.
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2111944

211944

21211944

2/9/1944

2/11/1944

3/1/1944

116

Insp.d.Pz.Tr. In 6 10 Oberst Mildebrath: Immediately

make a Ferdinand Company ready.”

Prepare through sPzJgRgt 656 field use and readiness
to march of a Ferdinand Company with 10-12 Panzer
(Ferdinand).”

At the Nibelungenwerk, 24 Ferdinand were
dismantled to date. The assembly of the first series
(8) could be carried out by about 2/10/1944.

By order of 2/1/1944 10 set up a company with 10 to

12 Ferdinand disturbed series repairs. The Ferdinand
Company also had to be given a Workshop Platoon,
The departure delayed the further repairing by at least
3 weeks. Keeping the finishing date of 3/1/1944 thus
became impossible.

The assembly of the first series of 8 Ferdinands is
almost finished. Their finishing date is seen as 2/11/
1944. 3 more Ferdinand were finished for the
Ferdinand Company quickly by interrupting the
series repairs.”

Of the Regiment reported on 1/21/1944, only two

left by the establish: date of 2/15/

1944, (One Ferdinand and one StuPz Company). The
rest of the Regiment, with strength of 1800 officers
and men, will remain in St. Pblten until about 3/1/
1944

1/PzJgRgt 656, sPzJgAbt. 653: “8 Ferdinand were
finished on 2/26 and sent to St. Pélten. They were
turned over to the 2 Company for formation and
training. The remaining 25 Ferdinand and 2 Recovery
Ferdinand were, minus 4, di: led and being
shipped, 2 to Hall 8 in Nibelungenwerk after freeing
it for assembling through Draisinen production.

‘The finishing in good conditions of §
<an be reckoned on by 3/8/1944, Sin
remaining 19 depends on the delive
gear parts and gratings, these tanks
without running gear and gralings
are delivered.

more Ferding,
e finishing iy,
Ty of Tunning.

TUSTDe et g,
until these pans

and 3 M, P
finished; the rest of 2 Panzer 111 and 2
Munitionspanzer were promised by 5
Vienna Arsenal. - .
The 4 burned-out Frrdinﬂndchussiswﬂv;dism:ml]q]
al the Ni-Werk, and the hulls with the ageregates oy
hand sent by the fastest way to Vienna for Tepairin
at the Arsenal. -
The Abreilung asks that the 2 Ferdinand a1
Kummersdorf be released, so they can also be
overhauled and have their form changed at the Ni-
Werk or Arsenal.
The Abteilung requests the hydraulic Panzer
requested by the Regiment as recovery vehicles

Il are

Hitler had suggested a change in the designation of amored
vehicles and other weapons to the OKH on November 29, 1943,
His suggestions for naming were accepted and confirmed in an
order of February 1, 1944, which was repeated on February 27,
1944. The new designation for the Ferdinand was “Elefant fiir 8.3
¢, Sturmgeschiitz Porsche.” The change in designation ook place
by chance just when the overhauled and modified Ferdinands came
back to the troops.

This makes the differentiation easier. The original vehicle was
called “Ferdinand,” the rebuilt one “Elefant.”

Action in Italy, 1944

After the rebuilding work, the 1st Company, Heavy Panzerjiiger
Abteilung 653 moved to ltaly. It was supposed to reinforce the Ger.
‘man forces that were trying to enclose the bridgehead near Newwno
formed by the Allies in February 1944,

~ yehicl

e Company
TI:s remained at St.
Recove Ferdinand

During the

irstay in I

received eleven Ferdinand (three of the 14

Valentin), two Munitionspanzer 11L, and

taly, the Company reported the following

no report

2 Ferdinand

2 Ferdinand

2 Ferdinand

§ Ferdinand

8 Ferdinand

11 Ferdinand

10 Ferdinand

6 Ferdinand

6 Ferdinand (repairing)
6 Ferdinand

6 Ferdinand

6 Fe
8 Ferdinand
9 Ferdinand

In the time from April | 10 30, 1944, they had nine Ferdinands
ready for action (no vehicles being repaired);

recorded two total losses.

From May 1 10 23, 1944, they
action (no vehicles being repaired);

512511944
512811944
5/29/1944
53001944
53111944
6/1/1944

6/2/1944

6/14/1944
6/18/1944
612011944
62171944
6/22/1944
62511944

no report

5 Ferdinand
5 Ferdinand
5 Ferdinand
2 Ferdinand
2 Ferdinand
3 Ferdinand
no report

1 Ferdinand
no repor
no report

3 Ferdinand
2 Ferdinand

had nine Ferdinands ready for



* Company was ordered to give up  Date Ready Repair
On June ?6' 1942.(1:51: rcfl uflljl\cdbm'fuug. which was still ~ April 8 3l b
e egair UL &4 OREE v Ukraine in Russia. The remaining  April 17 12
ﬁsmin;unw':ngrf,,, were lo stay in ltaly, w}ll.lc the crews— Aprfl 18 18
action 1E48Y | FE ere wransferred to the training camp at St. April 21 21
without the vehicles— May | lo 14
polten. May 11 21
: May 21 27
Actlon in the East, 1944 June 1 3 3
i eilung 653, consisting of the  June 1] 28
rest of Heavy i?::‘;fg: rcﬁsz;miei, was transferred to the  June 21 23
i, aswell s tbe 2% 2 AP 1944, In addilon to therr31  Juty | 2% 6
eastern l'ronlal‘!m“s L d with three Munitionspanzer Tl one  July 11 33
Elefant, the unit Wd e B':,gg,,mnzer-b‘.'e,furu. Assigned to the 9*  July 18 33
Bergepanther, anC fen,” which in trn belonged o July 19 14
§8 Armored Dl‘ls'?“Anny Group North Ukraine, the unitattacked  July 20 14
e 1 Panzer AT o oril 12, 1944, with litle success, July 21 14
.m_defenslg‘::4 P“‘:B Heavy Panzerjdiger Abteilung 653, with  July 22 12
Rl e ims whbdein. July 23 0
1wsl;;:‘-";::]“£ wing strength reports show the fighting power of  August | 0 12

PzJg.Abt.653 in the summer of 1944:
5.Pzlg.

The Russian major offensive against the Army Group North
Ukraine on July 18, 1944, caused deep breaks at various places in
the eastern front.

in Hal ipped 1o Aberdeen, Maryland, for examination,
Wi (chassis no. ) was captured by the US. Army ly and shi

A of the | /653, with the new commander's cupola easy to see, stands before the workshop in Rome in March 1944 An mi

vehicle 53, < Elefant with tactical ber 102 (ch 50040)

Hg




The rest of sPzJg Abt 653 was transferred to the eastern front at the beginning of April |944.These two Elefant had sunk in soft ground Up to th
herr bty

before Tarnopol. The front vehicle was supplied with barrels of fuel.

A T

An Elefant of the 3/653 s seen in action in Galicia in May 1944. Cleaning the barrel of the 88 cm cannon after every firing was required

120

Recovering a stuck Efefant in Galicia, june-July 1944,

Hriegsgliederung.

der_schw Pr J3g. Abi_6%3 (Etefant)

fab: 5
| B et vt JE.M_LMA;@-__ e
= Bt _Parstver rtTiger = STy ol
¢ Fibrer v 5
| . ol s T
i b0 ses T Stat
o
Eggﬁu E*‘*’l Bachrichienzug [ Erkundungszug fozu W g
Gefechisirof Sani=Trupp Conie

terwatiurg 4,
s hachuy

2. Zug.

2
¢ (i 9 oo

i o AL
i osalonn

e |

Librer: O Satomen éﬁ;ﬁp i

Gruppe Finrer BL-E ﬁ.,,,
3.2ug |2.2ug
I

Bof i A.A. 8. A A A

B @sm

Ki 3= Staffel |M’ﬁ;fmﬁ 153 E ejpehtstron I { Gepicktron.

Fobier: 1 BlOtner &

2\ Werkstattkompanie
T

-f_{"s.(a_uszzwz ) Mofenmeiterei | Nachichlengeritwerkst Tron
1R I

Bemerkung:
A) T Kompaaie und 1. Werkilstizg befisden
sith i Linsalz in Haiien,
B) Zom Ausgleich fIr 12 fehiemde Lkvw.
sisd 14 m Maulliere u. 5 5. Maultiere
varhanden.

For the action strength of Heavy Panzerjdger Abteilung 653 (Elefant) in the last months of the war, this war structure form shows the state as of June 1, 1944,

21



North of the action area of the 633 Abteilung, the Soviets
succeeded in a wide breakthrough on July 21, 1944, in which they
encircled German units Heavy Panzerjdiger Abreilung 653 was
used against the south Nank of the Soviets. On July 2, 1944, they
_h}wcil the breakthrough of the 6* Motorized Guard Cor Ps o retreat.
The 5.P2.Gr.AbL 653 could save only 12 Elefant. On August 3,
1944, they finally moved 1o Krakau for refreshing and recovery

Again, 14 Elefant were repaired. On September 19, 1944, they
went Lo front units of the 17* Army (Army Group A). The vehicles

were assembled in a combat-ready compag ’
They remained without losses | cptemts 2 Octoe, :n\
Then, in October 1944 came the order o rearm Heavy p, 194
Abteilung 653 with Jagdtiger

All combat-ready Elefant were again broughy 1o,
company (Heavy Panzerjiger Company 614), which
the eastern front. This company was subordinate 1o 1he 4 P
Army of Army Group A. On December 5, 1944, the UMl rep,
combat strength of 13 Elefant (one more vehicle
repaired); on 30 December they reported 14 comba re,

O S Py Ay
T

INZerjipe,

Bether i gop,
N remaineg g,

fted
Was being

ady Elefay,

Companson Elefant versus Enemy Tanks
P 1 4

2800 m
‘ Elefant

s T34-85
100m

3000 m
Elefant
2300m
Elefant

3500m v = ;
romwel

-

Om

II 3500m
Elefant

om

3000 m
Elefant

= Sherman
- |A2 75mm
om

3000 m
| Elefant

—] Sherman
- |A4 76mm
m

100

Note: Penetration figures are reckoned on front hits at 60-degree angle.

P)
(P) (V
t of the Tiger renforced with added armor plates
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01 [P]) was used as ank, its commande
Lg)

A good picture of the command tank shows the turret in the 6:00 position
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next car is a Comn

[

The vehicle consisted of a Bergepanther hull,on which the turret of a Panzer IV tank was
mounted.

The unusual equipment included a 2 cm Flak quad on the chassis of a Russian T 34,

124

Last Action 1945

Around February 25, 1945, (he Ilg..\) P
company 614 was in the Stansdorf m_""""i:m.
Wiinsdorf, after it had been pulled ouy of “j: west g
this time it still had four Elefant, S0me of mh“l(\:m AL
repairs, ch neegey
The last action of s.PzJg Kp. 614 1
April 22, 1945. The Company suppor,
Group Ritter with four “Elefanr” in the
area around Zossen, south of Berlin

00k place
ed the By
defense of

Front view: (Added armor attached
Ferdinand—Driver's sight hatch
driver—asymmetncal tuet shape

panzerkampfiwagen Tiger (P) VK 4501
(Command tank of sPzjg-Abt. 653 (1944)—Tiger (P) with onginal turret—Hatch of commander’s cupola open:
ackward—Track Type Kgs 64/640/130—added armor on front of hull—added antenn on left side of motor




Jagdtiger

Development and Specific Features

The wish for an overly heavy Jagdpanzer came from the troops.
They requested a “heavy assault gun with 12.8 cm cannon” to be
able to support the infantry, and fight enemy tanks and unarmored
targets at ranges up to 3000 meters.

The original concept for an overly heavy Jagdpanzer s
expressed in a letter from the Army High command, Wa Priif 4. &
the Friedrich Krupp A.G., Artillery Design Departmeni, Essen, o
February 2, 1943, concerning the 12.8 cm Sw K. on Tiger H3, set
out as follows:

In reference 1o the conference on February 5, 1943, in
Essen, there follow the development requirements for o 128
cm assault gun:

Ponzerkampfwogen Tiger, Type H2 (Tiger If) (with loading tracks).

126

jeneral : /
- O;\":haai» of a discussion with the Reich Ministry for
e nament and Ammunition, developn 4 12,8 cm assauly
Am...mgcr H3 with motor moved forward is 1o be introduced.
E’{‘:‘i Henschel & Sohn firm of Kassel is contracted for the
development of the entire body.

5 Barrel and Breech, Brake and Recuperator
l.lr is required that these groups be taken ;M-r Cﬂl\\p]clﬂ?:
unchanged from the 12.8 cm KwK L/55 for P2 Kpfw. “Maus

Vet cial value is placed on the use of the barrel without
\uy. ;p::mkc as from now on the Triebspiegel shells can be
E:;u:h out‘ufhnrmls without muzzle brakes for maximum
armor performance.

. Expiration apparatus
'Sl?usbl;m:l expiration apparatus planned for the 12.8 cm KwK
“Maus” must also be planned for Stu K. from the start,

4. Mount with Targeting Machines.

Simplest and most space saving dc;;g,. ;

Elevation field: -8 0 +15 r.!cgrcem Traversing field: +/- 15
degrees Firing on elevation h:mdwheelr Proved parts
(especially electric) to be taken over from existing guns.

5. Targetin; ;

;'a;.:ﬁng ;E'T for direct and indirect fire with SfL.Z.E5 and
RbLE.36. Determination of divisions after checking types of
shot.

6. Except for the electrics, no economical materials may be
used.

7. The chosen device number is 5-1209.

8. Wa Priif 4 requests urgency level DE for development and
production of the test devices.

9. It is requested that a design be presented by 3/10/1943, so
that its further details can be discussed. Designer days can be
requested from Wa Pruf 4.

The s S1w.G with 12.8 cm K is ne

eded 10 support the infantry,
and fight un,

armored and armared targets up 10 3000 meters
Strong weapon and good armor
speed. Good offroad ca
Components from Pas
below 50,

protection more important than
pability, also in swamp and snow
nther or Tiger. Armor 200/100 above and

In the following memo on a discussion in Kassel on 3/22/1943:
Mr. Aders replied on being asked that the Tiger Il Assault Gun
was designated as very important, and the Henschel firm had
been given a corresponding design task. The end of June had
been set as the date for the drawings. The rolling program 1o
produce the armor plates should be given to the Krupp firm at
the beginning of May.
The assault gun is 1o have 200 mm in front (perhaps 150), 100
mm on the sides, caliber 12.8, and weight, if possible, not
over 70 tons.

In a discussion about the 12.8 em Panzerjager on Tiger H
chassis (Tigerjager) on 4/12/1943, it was determined and
decided: The Henschel firm presented two designs for the 12.8
cm Tigerjiiger.

A. At first the design was promised with a rear engine.
1. The hull is 300 mm longer than normal

2. Armor:

The front armor of the hull with 40 degrees 1s planned for 150
mm. The front armor of the body with 60 degrees is to be
reinforced to 200 mm.

The side armor must be reduced from 100 to 80 mm

@) The heavier armor is not usable for weight reasons.
The fighung weight may in no case exceed 70 tons,
because the Tiger H chassis will not allow that.
Otherwise a fully new design of the running gear must
be undentaken, and the previous uniformity with the
tiger chassis must be given up.

b) A reduction of the fighting compartment by 40 mm
comes about, since limiting to the railroad profile does
not allow further building to the outside.

3. Because of the new separate ammunition to be introduced,
the final form of the barrel was agreed on as of 4/14/1943,

On February 21, 1943, Krupp had already written the following
further notes:

The sepa can allow the gun mount and the
body to be moved back by about 200 mm. Hereby the center
of gravity's position of the whole vehicle becomes somewhat
more favorable.
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4. The spreading-out possibihity Jumited by the ratlroad profile
has a negative effect on elevation and traversing

As for the possibility of loweri the gun from 8 degrees,
it should be mantained if possible: on the other hand, to stay
within the rlroad profile. th versing field can be limted
singe the possibility of wrning with
pificantly easier with the
the driver’s seat 100

10 degrees on cach side.
le 1s made 1

heterodyne steering gear By low
., corresponding lowenng of the roof plate over the dnver,
and taking the gun mount and ¢ ntuning
of the railroad profile will be striven for even at §-deg

sarbox cannot be taken out without removing it from
the body and gun. Through the forescen backward moving of
the gun and body, it is probably possible 10 make the roof
plate over the driver and radioman unscrewable, so that the
removal of the gearbox is made possible, without the firmness
of the hull being affected

6. The question of outside securing of the barrel 1s still 10 be
cleared up.

7. The final design of the barrel shall be assigned to the
Henschel firm (Semor Engincer Aders) by the Krupp firm as
quickly as possible.

B. Then the design with the motor moved forward
was discussed.

With the exception of the easily answered queston of the
external barrel lashing, 1t shows no advantages over the first
design (rear engine). In particular. the keeping of the railroad
profile cannot be tained, since even with a limiting of the
traversing field, the firing height of the gun cannot be limited.
because the height of the motor when moved forward does
not allow that.

Again, the following disadvantages result:

1. Moving the motor forward requires a complete redesigning
of the hull and the hull installanion. Here the keeping of the sel
limits s fully ruled out.

2. The motor can be removed only after the gun and the mount
have been removed.

3. The cooling system must be designed anew and moved.

4. The motor, 10 make room for the cool

Sy
i the middte. This brings about difficuliies
i

transnussion, 1o remove which & new intermeq,
must be designed. i
5. The question of ventilation and air removal
exhaust pattern, runs into difficulues, il
s drawing

s by,
the oy
e

Tow

Caring

I as i
e
and s not made clegy :
"

C. Summary
The comparison of the submitted drawings shows

A (rear motor) allows the most far reaching m.,n.ﬂ Design
the Tiger tank, and 1 also most favorable 1n term Y Wit
Here. though, a barrel overhang of some three mmc.\..“' e
accepted fisthe

Design B. 10 be sure. has the advantage of 4 p,

overhang of only 1.30 meters, bt requires a wholly new g
of the chassis, giving up uniformity of the runnin; :
not holding to the railroad profile. 29

D. In addition, the question was raised of whether the cj,

for the Panzerjager Tiger in the contract given m:].m.\
pumber 1036 (176 + 350 + 510) examples. Clarity wil ey
from Wa Pruf 6. St

In a report on May 5. 1943, the specifications for 4 13

cm Panzerjager. which was 1o weigh about 75 [..;.\.‘“'.‘
affirmed. A 12.8 cm cannon was seen as the primary v\;- =
T traversing fieid was set 4118 deghees cach 16 Kokt o
left. the elevation range from -8 1o +15 degrees. Th: -\;‘m.
Ordnance Office had chosen the chassis of the Tiger ll.‘ i
The power aggregates. designed for a top speed of 45 [:{;
were the Maybach HL 230 motor (used for the Fanther and
Tiger), the seven-speed gearbox AK 7-200 from m‘
Zahnradfabrik Friedrichshafen (from the Panther), and \|L
double-radius steering dnive LBO1 of the Henschel firm ( m.:;
the Tiger 11). Torsion bar suspension was planned, along mn:
rubber saving road wheels. The armor thickness q\;d the
periscope positions on the hull were the same as on the Ty
11. The front plate of the body was to be 100 mm think, th,
side and rear plates 80 mm. For the roof of the body. 30 mn
plates were planned. The greatest length of the ori nal de
was ten meters, with a width of 3.59 and a height of
meters. The tracks—800 mm wide, with a ground contact of
4635 mm—pgave acceptable ground pressure of 101 ky/

At further discussions in Kassel on May 14, 1943, about
the Tiger-Jager (Tiger Type B). the follow
er Aders was signed

report from

Senior En;

1. The design for the complete body will be accepted after the
results of the discussion in Berlm on 4/12/1943 have been
included

2. Henschel & Sohn raises the question of making a full size
wooden model of the ung compartment with body, gun
ball mantlet. and carnndge nd shell storage. This is agreed
om. A model of the gun section will be made by Krupp
Completion 1s seen for about 7/1/1943

3. Work division into design, model. and finishing. Krupp
works on the gun up tothe cr. dle armor, including also a design
of the armored cast steel cap: 1t will be developed by H & §
vision slit (waterught for tording) is worked on by Krupp,
probably a special sealing lid for fording is the best solution.
4. As for following up the recommendation by Wa Pruf 6 111

(o mount the gun in @ CTOSS MOUNL. L was al first rejected for

several reasons. above all because work has to go fast, and no

time remains for finng and shot tesung, which would
necessanly have to precede the beginning of senes production
us of the end of 1943

5. The suggestion by H & S to separate the body trom the hull
isrejected, since the difficulties of a fire-secure and waterught
connecuon seem all lo great. For the difficultics arising from
the high hull weight of some 34 tons when being worked onin
the factories, a way out must certainly be sought

6. The secure connection between the 200 mm front plate for
the gun and the roof of the hull appears in the drawing to need
improvement. 1t s 1o be auempied to move the cutout for
gearbox removal as far forward as possible, so that at the back
‘_>I the front plate a greater resistance moment against horizontal
forces when firing develops

7. The roof of the fighting compartment will be made
removable.

8. In the rear wall of the body, a two-piece door with an aperture
of about 700 by 600 mm is required for gun barrel removal,
and as an entry and exit hatch for the crew. For shell cartridge
cjection. a special round opening is foreseen. of about 220
mm diameter.
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9, The standing position, or seat of the aumnnn_llﬂ um{kll:"
hatch over it, still need a special study because of the lack ¢
m‘ﬁolw with tapered plugs for defense with machine pistols
mv.: foreseen in the same numbers as in the Assault Gun on
Tiger P1 {
l]u.,,\ discussion of the design details of the hull and body 1s
scheduled for mid-June. o o
;EJ.LWa ‘I-‘rul' 6 Pz 11 will give final decisions or plans on the
following points:

a. Machine-gun ball mantlet?

b. Shear telescope (1o be installed n the woode?: "m:cnm

¢. Periscope in new two-piece and tipable fuf1n. Is :uh
allow observation of the road to 50 meters in front of the
vehicle.

d. Indirect firing is ruled out. ; )

¢. Mine- and smoke-laying devices, which probably must
be installed on the back wall of the body.

f. Radio equipment. b ¥

g Cumpms!mr and tank for compressed air for inflation

; device. Location is to be studied. Ventilators ta remove

smoke are being eliminated.

i n the fighting
. The setung up of the gas-protection system 1

:gmpanmenlgcan still cause difficulties in reference to zhﬁ
arrangement of the ball support in the muu-nl. lh-I‘i:LS wi

C rate with Krupp on this point as soon as possible. :
;?p’!e‘hc gun lashing will be done at about 6 t!egreer; of
elevation, set in the fighting conlp:u‘tmcm.r Notches in the o:r
for putting the Ian‘hmgd:viccdown.Adfl onal lashing outside
the fighting compartment is to be E(Udli.‘d: ; .
15. It was determined: 10 degrees traversing to right and left,
+15 and -7.5 degrees elevation.

16. Sealing the cradle armor can be done by coating szth
stretched bands or the like. Krupp will make suggestions.
17. Wa Pruf 6 Pz I1 receives copies of the entire dra’wmg.m
1:20 scale, which are to be finished and nngu:npamed with
data on the main the armor ele.

endum ros

a) The difficulties that arise from the hyll weight of some 34
tons in the undivided version appear, afier discus:
Director Pertuss, so meaningful that producing the
& S appears (o be doubtful
b) The maintaining of the ralroad loading profile can A.(:IIWU\
difficulties because of the meager space between the upper
profile and the roof, as was also discussed, The H & s
suggestion of taking off the road wheels afier lmdmg and
setting the vehicle with its hull bottom on the <ar platfoy,
would lead to the necessity of spending a great deg| of time
(on the railroad car itself) before loading and unlundiy‘:_
needing several hours of werk with winches and othe,
apparatus. The work could be done, lhOl{Hh» ndependently o
the railroad car, and without influencing the loading gy
unloading times at all, be undertaken so that the ro4 Spring,
could be built displaced by a few notches, doing withouy Lﬂ:
greater part of the ground clearance during the railroad
some 150-200-250 mm!

In another note on the discussion in Kassel on
1943, about the 12.8 mm Kanone L/S5, it was re
Krupp as follows:

Sion wgh
hully by g

Joumey,

May 14
ported vi

After Friedrich Krupp had handed in a design for the |2 8em
L/55 Stuk on 4/28/1943, the Henschel firm submitted new
design, developed farther in terms of the vehicle. The 2un s
taken from the FK design. In view of the gearbox remoyal
the pivot peg has been moved backward 120 mm. Inseqg of
the originally planned deeper mounting of the vehicle's roof
over the driver by 100 mm, Henschel has reached only §0
for constructional reasons; that means lowering the £un woulg
be cut from 810 7.5 degrees. Elevation 15 degrees, traverse 4/
- 10 degrees. Gun weight about 5500 kg, cradle armor aboy
1000 kg.

For the further develog
must be given to:

of the device, ide

A. Gun .« in the front wall, watertight.
e I“;‘l:(:l?: rear wall for removal of the gun barrel agreed
2,0penin

08, shaping the ¢
3 se"ddmf;i“;;”:-ﬂlll"rulgc:ing Scope Sf.ZF5. Wa Priif 6
Aiming De wing of a targeting scope a panel for three
hands in dra jons with a request for investigation whether the
BBl Ve oot firing fs expresshyruled out
optc ‘:::::fu:mg[ly somewhat complicated covering of the optic
Thus.

slit “elm;m:lil"‘; at about 6-degree elevation. Rack for gun
4 Bm‘{el a;e foldable. Henschel will provide notches on the
m:ﬂ ’s:zmpurlmtm platform for attaching the lashing lever
fighting ¥

([uhilr_\s pr‘;:j::::zslil o be made watertight.

3 Gover and detailed drawing of the cradle armor taken over
gL ‘;;‘  the cradle armor does not belong to the drawing
2 Kmplr‘l‘ :n Design and determination of dimensions for
S e B aehed 1o tbe front wall taken over by Krupp.
o c‘u:;i]:x’i drawing is taken over by Henschel, at the same
T’"" d; laining the welded connection.

s I"I‘-& will send Henschel the drawing for the compressor,
e air tank, for the foreseen smoke ejector. The drive
=l ressor should come from either the cardan shaft of
orm; :D:Tep or from a secondary shaft from the gearbox.
L. I siining o Tuly Klipp wAll Finich a woden el
4l n ﬁ)be sent on o Henschel. The first finished gun
nfi;:‘:eg:oc.ded in Kassel around the end of November.

w

ic sliton the roof 1 Henschel,

B. Vehicle :
The Henschel firm makes known:

i whole vehicle about 70 tons. Armored parts,
rlmi‘r\er:igmb‘i)fdl;% tons. Front wall of the b_ody }00 mm, side
and rear walls 80 mm, and roof 40 mm thick. Six-man crew
‘N; I::ad:xﬁds of separated ammunition stored. On the
“\-oo:e: model it is to be determined whether a standing height

f 1630 is enough. In that case, the plannec{ ammunition storage
nder the platform must be moved. Standing height then 1840
m.

3. To prevent ('0_ from enlering the
while fording, the vehicle is 1o be k
Pressure inside (adv antageous for smoke ejection),

4. Drawings for hull and body 10 be wrned in 10 Wa Prif 6 for

discussion of the welded connection on 15 June. The firse
vehicle should be finisheg in December

fighting companment
ept at slightly higher

A the discussion in Kassel on May 14, 1943, there was
also talk about the armor for the Panzerjiger on Tiger H2:
Inthe discussion, anoverview drawing of the Panzerjiger
Was presented by the Henschel firm. The plate thicknesses
can be found on the included sketch The bases for the material
orders have gone out in the meantime from Henschel 1o Krupp.
A final date for sending in the drawings of the Panzerjiger
could not be given. Mr. Aders said that the discussion of the
armor joints with @berbaurar Ray should take place on June
16, 1943, and that the sending of the final drawings can
probably be expected by 15 July. (This date depends on the
extent of changes made by Mr. Rau.)

The question raised by the Henschel assembly shop, of
whether it is possible to build the armored body divided—that
1s, with removable body—was declined because of the high
manufacturing cost. The armored body is made in one piece
It weighs about 33 tons. (The front plates are 100, 150, and
200 mm think, and the side and rear walls 80 mm, the roof,
floor, etc. 25, 40, and 50 mm)

The vehicle shall use the same bail mantlets as the Tiger
H2. Final drawings for making the forged parts are not yeton
hand. The design will be carmed out by Daimler-Benz.

Mr. Sawatzki said that the Henschel firm is not in
agreement with the formerly planned dates for the beginning
of Panzerjager and Tiger H2. It was urged that the beginning
of work on both devices should come later, and in about two
months, on the same schedule as the Tiger HI. Before this
change to the new type, the w orkshop could produce only one
1o two test models per month. To answer this question, a
discussion with Mr. Saur is agreed on, which presumably will
take place in the coming week. The Henschel firm asked that
acastiron hull of the Tiger H2 type be produced by the Krupp
firm as soon as possible, whereby only the bare frame without
installed parts or loose parts should be delivered by Krupp.
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sel, requested in a leter o
K.,onAugust 9. 1943, about

Henschel & Sohn GmbH, K
the Friednch Krupp firm, Dept. £
the Tiger-Jager

tto use the body ventilator from the Tiger @urret
er-Jiger, and ask for a precise installation drawing
with all details. In addition, we would like to have the
dimensions of the necessary hole in the hull roof, so we can

We w

finish our hull drawings

The targeting scope, attached to a console on the
slides into a slit on the hull roof. This slit must be closed with
a 16 mm plate, which must move back and forth with the gun.
We thought of making the movement of the protective plate
similar to that of the Panther assault gun, and we lack the
information as to where on the gun the moving point and the
rod needed for it are located. The further movement and the
plate itself will be developed by us.”

On 28 September, further decisions were made by Colonel
Crohn (Wa Pruf 6), Major Weiche (Inspector-General of .mc
Armored Troops), and officers of both agencies after viewing
the wooden model of the 12.8 cm Tiger-Jager, as follows:

1. In 6 decides against aiming spotlights and fining ports for
machine pistols

2. The hatch for the gunner is eliminated.

3. The commander’s hatch 1s to be turned 90 degrees and thus
enlarged. so that gewing in is possible in winter clothes. The

periscopes are to be arranged as follows:

Right front near the commander, one scope.

Rl::hl and left rear for observauon to the back, each one
sca;pe set diagonally so that the scopes overlap, and the
rear end of the vehicle can be seen. At the left, at the
loader’s level, turnable and so angled that 5 to 6 meters in
front of the vehicle can be observed.

. The targeting is 1o be moved, in cooperaton Wit the g,
firm, so that with maximum aversing of the p,
1, the gunner can work unhing

arel

red
2¢ 15 10 be chg
instead of cartridges, shells are stored st
in this space to be stored in the former shell space
need be, in the space left for the gas filier. T he shel
the gun carrier are o be kept in drawer-like
ting dirty will be avoided.

rance hatch is 1o be fitied w ith simple hing,

ement of the hinges is 10 be checkeg seii .
cooperation with Wa Prif 6. The autachment of 1o~ "
suspension for weight equalization 35

ang
18 storey
COMtamey,

Orsion.
10 be warkey |,
constructively soon. ur

7. The wooden model is 10 be made. with the decided
changes in mand, so that all movable Parts, espec v
and shiding flaps for ammunition, can be ested
the wooden model. For this, the Henschel firm)
shells and six cartridges

8. Wa Prif 6 is taking care of developing the
getting rid of the cartridge after firing.

ally ray,
Pracugal)y
Ceived

port that alj,,

Further decisive changes were the remforcemeny of the
upper front plate from 200 10 250 mm, and tha of the beg,
roof from 30 to 40 mm. The standard gearbox of the Ty rll
was also chosen, a Maybach eight-speed 0Ly AR QG g
1216B. The choice of this gearbox proved 1o be absolurel,
necessary, since the originally foreseen AK 7-200 gearbg
planned for a 30-ton vehicle, and had already prove,
problematic in the 46-ton Panther.

The full-size wooden model of the “heavy Panzerjug,,
with 12.8 cm L/55 on Tiger I1 chassis™ was shown to Hitler o
the troop training camp at Arys, in East Prussia, on ¢
20, 1943

Colonel Crohn, Wa Priif 6, reported in 3 letter 10 the
Friedrich Krupp AG, Dept. AK, on September 24, 194 3, about
improving the performance of the 12.8 ¢cm Panzeryiger

N W

be

“The installation of a 12.8 cm Kanone L/70 an the Tiger
e (h motor moved forward. according to Design |

B chassis "_‘;“ was tested, and it was decided that the
AFK 31 h'wlnrl\:ﬂ""" in the moving of the motor could not

tug
disadvantag
" aken in the bargain
be ["]‘:I‘”r fore, it should be investigated whether, with the
erefore,

ion of a 12.8 ¢cm cannon L/70 in a normal senies
: Tiger chassis, the barrel in finng position could be
2

insta
:tion
[,mdu;tu d whether driving

+d backward over the engine cover,

Imm| s battlefield with the gun in fining position was possible

.mm‘}‘ln |]w of separated ammunition (cartridge length 1130
he s

is forese
"""'”w railroad profile must be preserved, even by major

lowering.

sharing of the re I the investigation was
mpt sharing of the results o

ke:[%fﬁicdnch Krupp AG, Dept. AK. replied on October
as

30,1943

“In a discussion on October 21. 1943, we turned in a

o 1 AKF 31 870, installation of a 128 cm gun in a

s ":i vehicle. The foreseen 12.8 cm L 70 barrel agrees in
Tlgﬂn—l measurements and jacketed barrel diameter with
o mal;t ~:" 1/55 barrel. It 1s thus possible to install this gun in
el h‘"rl \-d-:-lmum and thus also in the unchanged vehicle
e ur.if ‘i\dicunn 12.8 em Panzerjiger. Simce the center of
of [h: PL[ the long barrel is fairly far forward, the device
:m.“ }-. nose-heavy, so that between the mount and the cradle
hee ed n the drawing an air equalizer must be

at the place indica

attached “I\'u\h'llmhg of the barrel aver (e Tront end of ¢
vehicle 1s about 4.9 meters 1y 46 degree lashing position, the
muzzle wou ading profile A canndge

as considered, apree

Id still be within the lua
2th of 900 mm w
LS5 gun

Ewith the 12 % ¢y

In order 10 avoid the disadvany
far over the front end of the v
included in the drawy

£¢ of 4 barrel projecting
chicle on the march we have
B & an altemnative soluuon, a design
s a barrel pulled f4 ine cover
1- the barrel would project only about two meters
beyond the vehicle's front end
unchanged vehicle, though
other measures. The barrel p

ar back over the e

The installation in the
would not be possible withou
ulled back over the eng
Wwould have 10 be fitted with 4 speciy) ¥

vehicle's body would have 1o he exte
the vehicle, as indicated by dotted lines. A cenain Increase in
weightis accepred in the bargain. Since the
and pulled back 2250 mm, the barre)
armor must be aruficially le

ine cover
protective jacket, or the
nded 10 the rear edge of

un barrel is offser
diameter before the cradle
ethened. Thus. sliding surface i
10 be protected by a jacketung from din and splinters. Afe, a
special track drive and a special cluch design would be necded
between the £un barrel on the one hand and the brake and
recuperator on the other

As agreed, we will continue
firm about details of the vehicle,
position "

1o consult with the Henschel
and await them to take their

The longer 12.8 ¢m Pak was not seriously followed up
for the Jagdnger. As onginally decided by Wa Pruf 4, the 128
€m Pak 44 was mounted in the Jagdriger.
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g cr ¢
7 locking bolt 8 electric

arrel with breect

ng of the barrel: . full barrel; 2. securing

ew: 5. breech; 6 brake cam; 7. recuperat:
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The breech, opened: from the left rear,
7.nifling cam

The barrel cradle
8. shield pin; 9. bow

136

brake cam; 2. opening crank

3 breech wedge: 4. breech: 5. slding spring. 6. cylinder pir
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vheel, 3. pinion; 4. six-headed screw with pin; 5 breech screw with

Traversing machine: | Traversing handwheel; 2. housing; 3. geared wheel; flexable shaft: 5. cover; 6. breech screw
with washer; 7. six-headed screw with pin

penscope /1. v
port 4 eyepiece:5
a

Rolientager ber Zusammentay |
in Fall eingesetter !

he 12.8 cm Ponzendperkonon
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nts, weights, and p

figures

Here are the

for the 12.8 cm Panzerjidgerkanone 80.

Barrel

Caliber

Barrel length

Barrel length in calibers

Length of the bore
Length of rifled part
Length of rifled part in calibers

Riflings
Number
Depth
Width
Field width

Loading Chamber
Diameter of rear wedge part, back

162.8+0.2 mm
Diameter of front wedge part, back

133.4+40.2 mm

Length of loading chamber
Volume of loading chamber
Pitch, constant (27 caliber)
Center of gravity from rear end of
Barrel with breech lock

Without breech lock

Mount Dimensions
Elevation field

Traversing field to right & left
Firing height

Barrel Brake

Median braking power
Fluid contents.

140

ce from breech surface to attachment

128 cm
7020 mm
55 cal.

400 mm
6610 mm
5533 mm

43 cal.

40

1.7 mm
6.05+0.6 mm
4.0-0.6 mm

176.4+0.2 mm
front

162.8+0.2 mm
front

1077 mm
2.88 liters
6 deg 38 min 13 sec

1830 mm
1920 mm

+15 to -7 degrees
10 degrees each
2150 mm

ca. 33,000 kg
12.25 liters

Recoil length, normal

Barrel length, maximum, “firing pause™ 900 mm 870 my,

S0 kglog,
116 gy,

Angled Periscope 2/1

Setung range for 12.8 cm PgGr 43
Setting range for 128 cm SprGr L/5.0
Line intervals

0104000 1y,
0110 8000 Meteyy
010176 lings

Weights
Barrel, complete with breech 3300}
Full barrel 200 kf
Breech without lock 810 k:
Tension screw : 841,
Locking wedge with inside parts 192 l¥‘
Pneu recuperator 1 kz
Barrel brake 121}
Total weight of gun 000 kg
Weight including vehicle 74000 k:
Performance Figures
Shot types 128 cm 128¢m
P2Grd3  SprGrusg
Shot length mm 496.5 623
Shot weight kg 283 280
Explosive charge kg 0.55 36.0
Muzzle velocity m/sec 920 750
Maximum range m 12,200
At 15-degree elevation
Muzzle weight mt 1270 800
Design gas pressure kglem?® 3700 3700
Usual gas pressure kg/em® 3000 2500
Burning chamber length mm 967.5 9675
Burning chamber volume 1 204 204
Charge weight kg 15.0 122
Casing weight kg 1.6 116
Length of casing mm 870 870
Casing rim diameter mm 192 192
Casing contents | 18.24 18.24

s
poureme -
n without “;h":h' 8000 mm
est lengt
Gr:.il&‘.‘ width 1600 mm
reales eght 1390 mm
Greatest
Vehicle »\I‘"f'gf“" 10,500 mim
jest len 32
g::ml W'fith 21:(5) :::::
cre.nlesl T:"it:g‘ front end of vehicle by 3050 mm
2 s :
w:nsh[u of loaded ammunition
|zscml’16"’u 5 " 31.8k;
3 Shell with packing =S Kl
Cartridge with packing 36.6 kg
Spr Gr L/50
12,8 cm SP¥ shell with packing 31.5kg
Cartridge with packing 338kg

12.8 em Pak 1944 (later renamed 128 cm
:l'h_e“ erkanone 80) was an armor prercing weapon. The gun
Pﬂn.tfi"fm piercing and explosive shells in separate form. The

iy : was a shearing-handle flat-wedge type, which opened to
prece

The P + firm, as opposed to Henschel, presented a suggestion for
the ru gear of the Jogduger for debate, which promised consider

ies: < in matenal and work compared to the Henschel design

The i xcture shows the Henschel type with a multitude of exact
holes 1.+ e the transverse torsion bars. At right is the Porsche solu

on, wiit! attachment points for screwing on the wheel trucks with
longtuc 2! torsion bars. There were, though, only ten Jagduger built
with the Forsche running gear.

the right and was Operated by hand, The electric

left side of the uppe
PREr Mount by the ha i
machine ¥ the handwheel

firing was on the
for the eley ating

For directaiming, the w; zielfe
Crriar I,h,,:t.;]‘_m Winkelzielfernronr 21 was used. Indirect

By January 1944, Professor
convinced Hitler of his ideg of
Tiger I1. The design showed rc
suspended from longitudinal 1075 loi
design was similar 1o the layout of the
had been Proposed before by Porsche
Porsche Tiger. Since all four road whee|
1o the outside of the hull w
couldbe exchanged withoy

Dr-Ing. he Ferdinang Porsche
a stmplified runnin,

£ gear for the
vad wheels in

pairs on wheel trucks,
N torsion bars, This
Ferdinand Jagdpanzer, and
for his VK 4501 design, the
Is on each side were strewed
nh\_\u\) nine screws, these wheel trucks
ldn::wlu n case of damag, Compared
. with its transverse 2

overlapping road wheels, this was si ulix:r::‘pr::::n ;::_;:“1
€ 0f 1200 kg, the say ng of
CIer more space inside the
clearance, and savings of RM
ime. These advantages could
asgiven 1o accepl the Porsche

running gear in the production

11



dtiger (Porsche running gear)
J(((’Zghni nE:. 305004)

(Compared 1o the Tiger Il tank, lengthened hull—roof of driver's area low-
ered to allow greater gun elevation—storage on left side includes 50 mm
dumeter towing cable)

(CCOPYRIGHT HLARY LOWS BOTLE 1793
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The vehicle shown above, with side skirting plates.

) =

T
= o TR =
N NGENTEN,
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Front view: (Tracks.Type Gg 24/800/8300—decreased headroom for driver).

Rear view: :Sheet-metal cover for exhaust pipes.

(©COPYRIGHT HILARY LOUIS DOYLE 1993

BCOPYHIGHT Aty 00 .

Cutaway side view: (Ready for action; longitudinal torsion-bar suspension of the road wheels—separat e 2l
nder the floo art e 20 MKk pacaied ared on the fighting
wals and under the floor in the rear part of the fighting compartment,as well as under the gun mount—Maybach HL 230 P 45 o 3“_’5";9?";:\:
adpustable) b ey
i ver's seat hes

145



it was
Top view: Ia:gecwmtheroofafdreﬁghmgmmpmmen
02:':::1', tof?:xunubi: but was installed rigidly).

View from below (for better overview without running-gear components):
(Added armor on front wall of hull—(Emergency exit hatch in floor at nght
front)

146
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Development of Designations for the Jagdtiger

5.5tuG mit 12.8 em K Wa Prilf 2/21/1943
12.8 em Stu.K. auf Tiger H3 WaPriif 6 2/22/1943
3/22/1943

Tiger I1—Sturmgeschiirz Henschel & Sohn
12.8 cm Pz. Jager auf Fehrgestell Tiger H (Tigerjiiger)
Wa Priif 4/12/1943

Stu.Gesch. auf Tiger-Fahrzeug Ausfihrung B (frither Sw.G.HT)

Henschel & Sohn 4/13/1943

Tiger-Jiger (Tiger-Ausfuhrung B)

and Panzerjiger auf Tiger H2

Henschel & Sohn and Krupp 5/14/1943
51511943

12.8 em Panzerjiiger Wa Prif
Panzerjiger auf Fgst. Tiger Il (mit 12.8 em Pakd43 L/55)
“Overview of the Army’s Armament State” Chef H. Rust u
BdJE/Stab Riist 111 7/15/1943 10 8/15/1943
The Fiihrer had decided that the Sturmgeschiitz 12.8 cm Kanone
auf Fahrgestell Tiger should be designated “Starmgeschiitz” and
not Pak SI.

GenStdH/Org. Abt. 82171943
12.8 em Pz.Jag,44 (L/55) Tiger B
State of Development, chef H. Rist u. BAE/Wa Prisf  9/15/1943
s.5.Pz Jiger auf Fgst.Tiger 11 (mil 12.8 cm Pak43 L/55)
“Overview” as above 9/15/1943 1o 10/15/1943
12.8 em Pz.Jiiger WaA, Wa Prif 6 9/24/1943 and 10/30/1943
schwerer Panzerjiger mit 12.8 cm L/55 auf Tiger 1

Fiihrer's conference 9/30/1943

12.8 cm Tiger-Jiger WaA, Wa Prif 6 10/2/1943

Panzerjager “Tiger” fir 12.8 cm Pak44 (Sf.) (Sd.Kfz.186)
October 1943

. K.H. 9Chef H. Riist u. BAdE) In 6

148

s:s. Panzerjager auf Fgst. Tiger LL(mit 12.8 em Pykqy Lss
“Overview" as above 1151943 102 5)
s.5. Panzerjiger (Fahrgestell Tiger) 251
Chef H. Rust u. BJE, Wa. Abn.

944

11211944

Evocative name Jagdtiger for s.Pz.]g. auf Fgst, Tig:-‘ 91671944
GenStdH/Org. Abt o
Pz.Jg.V1 Gen Insp.d P2 Tr. Akten o le
Jagdriger (12,8 cm Pakdd LSS auf Fest, Tigerqry 008
“Over as above 3/15/19.

Jagd-Tiger 12.8 cm Pakd4 L/SS auf Fgst, Tig::;r 1011511044
GenStdH/General der Artillerie War diary ™
sPzJiiger V1 12.8 cm Pakdd LI5S “Jagdriger /1944
Wa Prisf 6 il SThitgy
Pz.Jg.Tiger 11 Gen Insp.d.Pz.Tr. Akten 52616
5. Panzerjiger mit 12.8 cm Pak LI5S auf Fest, Tiges 11"
“Jagdiiger” i
Chef GenStdH/Org. Abt/Gen.Insp.d Pz Tr.

971171944 S1Ein9y
Chel GenStdH/Org. Abt./Gen. Insp.d.Pz.Tr

Name among the troops: Jagdtiger

Name in specifications: Jagdtiger Ausf.

Jagdtiger Gen.Insp.d Pz Tr. Akien 10/19/1944 10 4161945
12.8 cm Pz Jiiger-Tiger I Armament List Nov |=u;
12.8 cm Pz.Jiig. K.80 in Jagdtiger D1884 1111944
Jagdtiger, Panzerjager Tiger (m.c12.8 cm Pak80 1/55)
(Sd.Kfz. 186)

“Overview” as above /1511944 10 371511045
Pz.Jg. Tiger Manual 112811944
Jagdtiger (Porsche Laufwerk)

Gen.Insp.d.Pz Tr.Akten W511045

nd Changes

. was 10 be finished in December 1943 at Steyr-
o, Werk Nibelungen GmbH, in St. Valentin, Austria,
me, though, the Nibelungenwerk has been ordered 1o
roduction of Panzerkampfwagen IV drastically, so as
duction goal of 300 per month. This and other

Testing 2
The first Jagdtige
D;,.mlcf—l’il cl
Jpst at that I
pcrease 6 P

’ a prof & .
1o reach -; :‘:a)'t“‘ \he start of Jagdtiger production. The Ordnance
problems -d the production of the first two Jagdtiger in February

()mccldP"';l"N vehicle (chassis number 305001) was built with
1o, The e ear with eight road wheels per side (700 mn
the Porsche nile the second vehicle (chassis no. 305002) used the
d'“me,m::}:nning gear with nine road wheels (800 mm diameter)
Mmfﬂum vehicles were accepted by the Army Ordnance Office,
!ulc::";“ 10 carry out extended testing and comparison testing.
n

two Jag
m dameler) on each side.

L):;Tzl:u Jr:;ﬂu::;hgum testing, which was carried out beginning
5, . it b

Couk o provie i ecrid peomane £
g;?;;pﬁd v‘.]Eth the two-part, 800 mm wide
3 ¢ diagram of the spring-pra ¢

roning st . while the P g e s e
unbearable acceleration of the nodding uu:\rmcnl m:m‘:" 5 “AN~
made 1o present the 300 mm track division as I!;u u:uxfl;lhtlhrnk
:I::lll.hl:']-[.lnd '[(II'II\| :qmppcsi the Jagdtiger (chassis no. 3(15[“—1\)
il ype Kes 62/640/130 tracks of the Ferdinand Jagdpanzer.
; & ensuing tests showed the same unacceptable shaking of the
suspension, which lasted unul the Porsche running gear nf- ined .
speed of 1410 15 kmv/h on a flat road. As a result :flhmc m‘:lmth:
decision was made o continue the production of the Jagdtig ,. Il
with the Henschel running gear. i o

Both Jugdriger were
tracks, Type Gg 24/800/

er were finished in February 1944, The first vehicle (chassis no. 305001) was built with the Porsche running gear of eight road wheels
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time (chassss ng. 305
the Henschel

ype Kgs 64/640,
mpartment This

juger (chassis no. 305003) with Porsche running gear was fitted with T
ully equipped. with spare track links on the sides of the fighting

ourse of these 1ests. the Ja
help.The pictures show both st de:
ser School in Mielau. It was the school's first

Tos

beginnin

¥ 5.1944 The Porsche
ning gear could not p
required perfor

Both vehicles we,
panted: Zimment was
applied. The racks for toos
and equipment were 4ls;
missing,

The problems with the Porsche running gear were onginally ascribed to
the Type Gg 24/800/300 tracks.
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Ihe Eisenwerke Oberdonau in Linz, Austria, which 1. The Device no. 305005, whose front body is ot of full value in
putting matenials wgether, will be used, in
only as 4 homeland device
n 2

o the armored hulls, followed this order in May 1944
manuti m‘.k;l.:llt i i reducing hull construction in May
""“""“;::L The Nibelungenwerk had o change its produc
ot Juie ble 10 take on the production of the Henschel runming
Ly dmc meantime they fimished ten Jagdpanzer with the
A, 400 ing pear, before switching o the Henschel running
o Geptember 1944
B fiscussion (Wa Prif 6 and Nibelungenwerk) about the
I J,'";". on July 31, 1944, the following changes were discussed
a

greement with In 6,
§01s 10 be marked accordingly

The Ni-Werk pointed out that the cast front walls of the body
were delivered imprecise. beyond the allowable Wlerance
the installation of the
machined «

To allow
un, up o 40 mm of wall thickness had 10 be
the inside of the wall. In the same way, the cradle
armor had o be cut down in front in order

attain the necessary
lowering of the gun. The cradle armor, because of the excess
dimensiomng of the front wall. had 1 be
ahly: and thus its front edge struck the upper ed
thoroughly avoid oversize reworking, Wa Pruf 6 4

with a6 5% le

wwed farther forward
e of the lower wall. To
ced to accept these devices
enng of the gun. In the interest of the troops. though
this absolutely had 1o be stopped

ez
ing was applied only as high
could reach.

The rear view shows the shields around the ex-
haust pipes, to make the glowing of these pipes
.unseen.

These two pictures show details of the new tracks (Type Kg 73/8807152) that were to be
1 duced toward the war's end for the Tiger Il and jagdtiger, For these tracks, the old drve
gon 7 2 g e o wheels with 18 teeth had to be used
is2
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Jagdtiger (Henschel running gear)
(Chassis no. 305020)

'BES cast armor piece on the front of the fighting com-
partment—changed arrangement of hanging spare track links
on both sides of the fighting compartment—shields around
the exhaust pipes eliminated)

(OCOPYRGHT MLARY LOUS DOYLE 199,

The vehicle above with skirting plates. L '

= o
P N

(COPYAIGHT HILARY LOUIS DOTIE 1993
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Front view: (New double-link type of marching tracks—changed attachment
ponts for the ran waning on the roof of the fighting compartment)

Side view: (Vehicle in marching tnm—cannon lashed in brackets—periscopes packed away—trans
verse torsion-bar suspension)

CCOPYRIGHT HILARY LOUIS DOVLE 1591
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Rear view: (pper comners of the fighting compartment anmor remaved 1o
Improve periscope view—covenngs on the cpenings for antennae)

©COPYRIGHT HILARY LOUIS DOTLE 1993

Right side of the vehicle: (lecation of the 50 mm diameter towing cable and
the 15 mm diameter cable for putting on the tracks).

1]

| COPTRIGHT ISLARY LOUIS DOTLE 1993
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3. At the farthest traversing of the gun to the ¢
the elevation machine hits the gun bridge, causing a traversing
loss of about half a degree. The chang sed by the Ni-Werk
at the Krupp firm. For the ns, the ermor is accepted.

4. The arrangement of the barrel brace sent by the Henschel firm
does not meet the requirements of the troops, and is therefore
ed. Until final regulation, the devices will be equipped with
the barrel braces folding upper part, developed by the
Nibelungenwerk.

3. To be able o test the rigidity of the gun brdge, it was decided o
urge Wa Priif 4 and the Krupp firm to undertake firing the gun at
Krupp with the gun bridge delivered there by the Ni-Werk.

6. The racks of the standing shells do not meet the requiremen;
S in

every way. Changes as discussed al the Nibelungenwerk on 3
July. 7

tee the uniformity of the devices and use up
ade by the Ni-Werk, the inner furnishing will be Mic
out at first in the earlier form developed by the Ni-Werk The u:d
developed by the Henschel firm can be used only a1 3 later |Im|“‘
when it appears necessary in terms of space formation and u|||.l:
8. Because of the narrow space conditions for the &
only be requested that the gunner’s seat be in g 12
the wall past the ammunition storage.

gunner, it ¢yy
00 position o

The first Jageitiger with Porsche running gear (chassis no. 305001 ) was reequipped by Verskraft in Kummersdorf. Now twelve hooks for spare track hinks are
welded onto each side of the fighting compartment. A barrel brace for the cannon was mounted on the upper bow plate.

160

Significant changes that influenced the performance of
e Jagdigers and likewise affected its outward appearance,

were:
July 1944:
¢ sheet-metal shields on the exhaust pipes were omitted

The larg
in production.

August 1944:
Ahbarrel brace for the primary weapon was attached to the upper
pow plate-

Jopduger (chassis no. 305004) The commander’s machine telegraph was
“nounted on the right body side. It was connected by cable 10 an indica
1or by the driver and allowed, by automatic operation, communication
+ween the driver and commander. Indications such as backward (left
nght),stop. or tank march (left or right) were possible. For Jopdpanzer
equipment was especially important, since the whole vehicle had to
tumed to aim at a target

= other position by the driver
510 be found behind the steer-
wheel, right in the driver's field
wion. It consisted of an indica-
and a bell, to make the driver
are that the commander
wanted 1o communicate with him.
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September 1944:

Production was changed to the Henschel running gear with
transverse torsion bars and overlapping road wheels. The track type
that was introduced for the 1 11 was now also used on the
Jagdtiger. Since the connecting track links were made stiff, every

other tooth on the drive wheels could be omitted, which redugeg
the number of teeth from eighteen to nine. Because of difficulye,
i track production, some Jagdiiger, which were g ed 1
Panzeragerabteilung 512, received old type tracks in March 1945

On September 9, 1944, the OKH gave the order 1o a

s,

pply

The driver’s hatch, with the added ventilator for driver and radioman at the upper nght.

162

The roof of the jagdtiger fighting compartment. The boit in front of the commander’s hatch
range finder.

S 3N attachment for the planned

Schematic drawing of the range finder:
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b % ‘\--\

Storage of the separated ammunition, cartndges lying, shells standing (chassis no. 305058)

November 1944:

The racks for the 20-ton w inch and the wooden block to put under
it to form a base for the winch were no longer attached, since the
winch had proven to be too weak for the 75-10n vehicle

Left side: The commander's
battle station and the racks for
6+ 8 cartridges.

Left rear: Rack for six car
tridges. Traces of welding on
the sidewall indicate the posi-
tion in the prototype
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December 1944:

February 1945:

The manufacturer began 1o weld hooks for six pairs of track links
on each side of the body, instead of the former four that had been
attached since July 1944,

The manufacturer beg:

an 1o weld “mushrooms” on the upper edges
of the side pla

s and the rear of the body 10 hold the crane

Right rear:Vertical storage of 14 shells,

| brace used since
er (chassis no. 305009) with the barrel ”
’ﬂﬂi |(944.wmch was attached to the upper bow pate. It ¥

was added to older vehicles.

The gunner’s battle station at the left side of the vehicle. The Py
WZF 21 targeting scope is missing. The vertical rog near the
commander serves to attach the penscope.

Left side: Storage of eight cartridges. The box there did not be- 305010) with loading tracks, ready for
long at that position. It was used 1o store the EM 09 m range aduger (chassis no.
finder transport.




Production

Despite the usual initial difficulties brought on by a year's gap
between the first design and the start of series production, the
Nibelungenwerk delivered three Jagdtiger in July, lllrl\‘:ll;_\ugll\l.
and eight in September 1944, After succe: fully lh-ll\gl!l[: the
factory setup to produce the Henschel running gear, and with ic
experience in the production of heavy vehicles gained mlhc_ interim,
it was possible for the Nibelungenwerk to fill the foreseen

production quotas, until 143-ton explosive bombs hiy T
during an air raid on October 16, 1944, Thus, the (Jq(h
production dropped back Lo nine units, with another six I“"uu er
in November, and only in December did it reach the h;:,'_“g
production until then of twenty Jagdtiger. ‘Bhest
During a conference on October 12, 1944, (he decision g
made 10 build just one more series of 150 Jagdriger. Afier '?:s
were built, the freed production capacity would be made ‘l“‘"i&bl-\-
for increased production of the Panther tank. At a laer conferey t
on January 3. 1945, though, Hitler requested thay under 2
circumstances should Jagdriger production be halted afe ]:3
vehicles. On the contrary, every effort should be made 1o intlc‘;\c

orks

Jogdtiger on the assembly fine at the Nibelungenwerk in St.Valentin, Austria

168

The Henschel running gear can be seen wel in this picture. The carrying arms of the road wheels are

installed; next will be the torsion-bar suspension.

The Nibelungenwerk was hit by |43-ton explosive bombs dunng an Allied air raid on 10/16/1944.The considerable

(Chassis no. 305054, date of finishing 1716/ 1945)

damage 10 the heavly armored Jagduger bodies came as a surprise.

already



jopduger with Porsche running gear (chassis no. 305009) and loading tracks.

™ A
R i it

o
ST E
Jagduger with Porsche running gear, being loaded in Fallingbostel in September 1944.

Vi A e
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uction, keeping in mind the capacities of the manufacturers of
thick armor plates. The Army Ordnance Office presented the
duction plans for 1945 on January 30, 1945. The
ﬂi:clnngclmcm was required (o produce another 100 Jugdriger
(10in January, 40 in February, 25 in March, and 25 in April), and
{hen to switch at once to producing 25 'r.gc: 11 tanks in May, wi
a progressive monthly quota rising to 60 Tiger I1 by August, and
aining there until the end of the year. The production of
m:a‘,igyr should be transferred in May 1945 to the Jung firm in
;:ngcnli'lal. a firm that unul then had not built a single armored
vehicle. The suggested production for Jung began with five in May,
then 15 in June, and 25 per month from July 10 December 1945,
But reality caught up just a few days later with the publication of
the “Need Program, bringing out the fact that it was planned to
use still available means for the production of the most effective
weapon system. The production of Jagdriger was agamn foreseen
a5 25 in February, 40 in March, and the last 27 in April 1945,
Personnel shortages, eleciric power outages, and transport problems.
allowed the production of only ten Jagdriger in Januasy and 13 in
February 1945. k! : i
On February 26, 1945, the Fihrer ordered an immediate
Jpl,li;minn of forced measures to increase the production of
Jagdiiger 1o 1S highest level in the shortest possible time. Since
the production problem in Liurgh was the lack of 12.8 cm guns,
the Filhrer ordered that immediately, wherever such guns were
available, and—if possible—also barrels stored fr_um the captured
mounts of 12.8 cm cannons, must be deli d ly for

should be possible, then the additional possible production capacity
should be equipped with &5 cim 171 Buns at once

On October 25, 1944, Hitler had already ordered mounting 52
128 cm antitank guns from the Jugdiiger program on capiured
Russian and French gun mounts. Since Krupp in Essen had
produced two 12.8 cm guns in December 1943, 118 in 1944, and
30 more in January 1945, enough 12.8 cm Pak were available o
equip the three Jagdtiger that were finished at th Nibelungenwerk
in March 1945. An air raid on March 23, 1945, in which 258 tons
of explosive bombs were dropped on the Nibelungenwerk, delayed
further Jagdtiger production

The damage 1o the works was repaired and further production
wenl on, as reporied on April 29, 1945, by the Arbeitsstaffel |
AbLOrg K (Gen.Insp.d.Pz.Tr.)

1. Panzer delivery in the southern area since 4/15:

4 fagdtiger 12.8 to Panzerjiger Abteil
2. Further Panzer deliverics by the end of April:

Approximately 4 Jagdriger (3.8)
3. Prognosis for May:
17 Jagdiiger (8.8)

On May 2, 1945, it was ordered that the already supplied crews
be kept constantly ready to pick up Jagdriger in Linz. As members
of Heavy Panzerjiger Abteilung 653 remember, the last Jagdtiger
made at the Nibelun, genwerk no longer saw service. The Jagdtiger

this purpose. Transportation was to have priority. If full production

were supposed to be blown up on 4 May. The Red Army occupied
the works in the Herzograder Wald on May 9, 1945.
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Jogdtiger as Command Vehicle (1945)
(Star Antenna D for addtional FuG 8 radic in all command vehy
rooms” on the sides, front and rear of the roof of the figh
ment—changed attachment of the side skirtings)

Vclas g
UNE. Compary.

COPYRIGHT HLARY LOUIS DOYLE 1993

Rear view: (Further cutting back of armorplate cormers at the back of the fighting com-
partment to improve sight from periscopes—handholds over the rear body plates—
“mushrooms’” for the crane)

Top view: (Cover over central air outlet—secure. fastening to hold the engine compartment flap open)
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Action

The 3* Company of Panzerjiger Training Abteilung 130 of the
Panzer Training Division was to be the first unit of the Wehrmacht
to be supplied with Jagdriger in March 1944. Fourteen Jagdtiger
were foreseen: two for the Company Staff, and four for each of the
three plawons. Production delays prevented this from taking place,
and the company wenl into action in June 1944 with nine
Jagdpanzer IN.
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The first unit that was actually supplied with Jagdriger was
the Heavy Ay Panzerjiger Ableilung 653. 1t had alrcady foyghy
for a tear with the Elefant on the eastern front and in Haly, and wag
therefore a logical choice. Aftee all, the sill usable Elefant e
gathered in the 2 Company (s.Pz.Kp. 614), while Abrm,-,,,!
consisted at first of only two companies. Because of continuing
production problems, the time for the 653" Abreilung was delayed
again and again. By the end of November 1944, only |ﬁft!2dlig”
had been supplied to the Abreilung. g

It was originally planned to use Heavy J'a,p;m“-,_.ﬂAb,ﬂhm
653 in the Ardennes Offensive in December 1944 The l“(.‘mnpmb
equipped with 14 Jagdtiger in all, was sent by rail from the um,;

The first front unit that received jogdtiger was Heavy
Panzendger Abteiung 653. Here the vehicles are loaded
for service in the Hagenauer Forest (chassis no,
305032).

Jogduiger (chassis no. 305032) before loading, It <tll
has marching tracks on.

gdtiger (chassis no. 305020). finshed
October 1944, was assigned to
PzJgAbt 653. Its tactical number was
31.The vehicle took several hits, but
¢y did not penetrate. One shot hit the
oar's head mantlet, another the front
omer of the hull side plate, This dam-
s blacked the left reduction gear (see
mall picture). The vehicle tumned with
5 side to the enemy, and the crew left.
without destroying it.
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training camp at Dollersheim 1o the western front. Two of th
11 were unloaded in Wittlich-Wey
| Am
a

ns  The transfer was 1o begin on December 26, 1944, by
crohr (50 km behind the front of  problems, such as the re;
Group B). These and one other train that had meanwhile  could not be solved, as the
ed were unloaded on December 12, 1944 Si 5 we

To carry out the order 10 move forward into the assembly area
for the Ardennes offensive, three trains were required to move the
653% 1o Kall behind the center of the 6* Panzer Army. Only one
train was available and, loaded with six Jagdtiger, left Wittlich-
Engerohr on December 19, 1944, to be unloaded in Blankenhei
on December 21, 1944, These six Jagdriger stayed in Blankenheim

Obvigy,
ms railioad ¢qp,
d suffered from AT raigy
01 available, the 653 was nstructed 1o seq oul
ht Jagdiiger on the road from Witddich-Wengerl, o
Boppard, and send the six Jagdriger from Blankenhei, to
Reifsdorf, near Bonn. The eight Jagdriger (most of them wiy,
Porsche running gear) did not reach Boppard, but were stiff Sciltereg
around the Moselle valley with mechanical problems on Februgry

1945. Two of the Jagdtiger from Blankenheim also droppeg

8 chind the n battle line), and were not used during the the other four made it to Reifsdorf, were loaded o the trajp
Sf:::?l‘\i:‘ ()n‘ l;?;:::m:\r 23, 1944, the 633" received the order to  there on December 31, 1944, and reached Zw eibricken on January
support the planned Operat “Nordwind” with Army Group G. 2, 1945. Three more Jagdtiger that h;fd h:cn.\cnl on the marc,
Three trains were ready to transport the 653 to Zweibriicken (the  from Daéllersheim, Austria, reached zwcnbruc;!.;-" by train op
concentration area for the offensive), 13 km behind the battle line.  December 30, 1944. On December 30, 1944, Hitler ordere,

| The agduger (chassis no. 305004) was also sent to the proving grounds of the Ammy Ordnance Office, and was caplured by
| It was sent to Bovington, where it is still to be seen in the museum.The barrel brace was not yet installed, and the third whe
gear is missing. It broke off during drrving tests, Next 1o it is a Tiger tank, Type B, with the early turret.

British troops at a trainin g Camp.
eel track of the Porsche running
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4534 10 be to the 17* $§ Pan;
wGotz von Berlichingen™ within the 1¥ Army of Army Group G. Al
the beginning of the offensive on the last day of 1944, only 3
Jagdiiger were available. No ml’_nmuuuﬂ on the action of these
vehicles in Operation “Nordwind” has been found. This operation
showed only limited initial success, and disbanded on its own after
a few days. After this offensive, the 653~ reported on January 4,
1945, a combat strength of 6 Jagdiger, one being repaired, On
December 25, 1944, the High Command of Army Group G had
called the Commander of the First Army's attention 1o the following
qualities of the Jagdtiger:

Division

Re Heavy Panzerjiger Abteilung 653

‘The following notice about the action of Jugdtiger is absolutely
to be noted:

Armament and mobility of the Jagdtiger require firm,
level open country.

Jagdiiger is dependent on bridges, since deep ravines and
brooks strain the chassis and drive too much (gearbox, weight
80 tons).

Particular difficulties with the Porsche running gear
(Abteilung has seven

Jagdtiger Porsche, the others have Henschel chassis):

1. Strong jolts from two-part tracks, with the cannon thrown
out of adjustment. The running gear was suspended too stiffly.
2. Track ground contact of the box running gear with simple
road wheels causes lateral overburdening of the tracks in rough
(stony, rulled, winding roads) terrain, and leads to bending of
tracks or breaking of track bolts.

3. Special running-gear parts, as well as our own offroad or
loading tracks, make maintenance and repairs difficult.

Action: Slow rate of fire (shells and canridges, necessity of
zero setting after every shot for reloading) requires great
numbers of Jagdtiger for an attack.

Strength: Cannon with penetrating power at 3500 meters
Atack depends on firm ground, far sight. Breakdowns about
40%, thus action only with full Abreilung, otherwise defensive
power against enemy counterattacks is too meager.

Oberkommando H.Gr.G Der Chef des Generalstabes
(signed) Staedke, Major General

On 13 December a new company was to be established in
Déllersheim, This newly formed 2 Company began as of January
23, 1945, 1o arrive at the Abteilungen on the front. In addition to
the 33 Jagdiiger that were assigned directly to the unit, there came
another eleven Jagdriger (seven of them with Porsche running geary
1o the 653 from the Replacement Army. These eleven Jagdliger
had originally been sent to Mielau and Délle sheim for training.
After all the Jagdriger had arrived al the front, the s.Pz.Jg Abt.
653 consisted of three companies, each with 14 Jagdriger.

The Abreilung Staff received three m.SPW (Sd.Kfz. 251/6),
since command Jagdriger were not available. Additional support
vehicles of the 653" werc assembled in an Armored Reconnaissance
Platoon with seven SPW (Sd Kfz 251).

The Engineer Platoon received three m.SPW (Sd.Kfz 25117).
the Anti-Aitcraft Platoon three 2cm four-barreled Flak (Sd.Kfz. 7/
1), and an Armored AA Platoon with four 3.7 cm Flak on Panzer
IV, plus four 2 cm four-barreled Flak on Panzer IV, The Recovery
Squad had 4 Bergepanther.

Because of the high value that was placed on Jagdtiger, and
the resounding success to be expected from this secret weapon,
the fate of the s.Pz.Jg.AbL653 was followed almost daily in the
following situation report to the Inspector-General of the Armored
Troops and Supreme Commander:

On January 9, 1945, from General of the Armored Troops West,
Re:s.PzJg Abt. 653 (Jagdiger): There are two Jagdriger: ready
for action in the Boppard area. After conferring with the

Gen.d Trp.W.. their loading is ordered for the evening of 1/9/
1945,

Two Jagdtigerin Emmelshausen, 12 km west of St Goar, both
with motor damage, 100 little oil pressure.

Two Jagdtiger in Godenroth, 15 km southwest of St. Goar,
one with steering damage, one with broken ventilator drive,
Three Jagdriger in Briedel, on the Mosel, one with motor
damage, too liule oil pressure, one leaks cooling water and
has defective electric system, and one with motor damage,
defective valves, and connecting rods.

Three Jagdriger in Wengerohr, two with moter damage, oo
little oil pressure, one with gearbox damage.
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The Workshop Company of Z.Pz Jg. Abt. 653 is working
at this time on the three Jagdtiger in Wengerohr. The work
there is made difficult because the Workshop Company has
no crane trucks available. The Workshop Company is
depending on a railroad crane in Wengerohr.

The further armival of two Jugdtiger from the repair shop
in Boppard can be expected by evening on 1/12/1945.

The following orders had rerouted two Jagdriger that were on
the way 10 5.Pz.Jg Abt. 653:

Army Group G, January 10, 1945, 20:45 Ob.Weston order
of the Fithrer the two

Jagdiiger in ran:
the 10® §S Panzer Division,
for fighting against bunkers.

are 1o be sent under all conditions to
ce they are especially suitable

Army Group G, Jan. 10, 1945, 21:15 Amy Group passes
on to XXXIX PzK. and Commander of s.Pz Jg.AbL.653 the
order about the delivery and subordination of the two Jagdriger.
It is ordered that both Jagdtiger, under all conditions, must
have arrived in the area SW of Lauterburg, and be ready for
action and loaded with ammunition.

On January 16, 1945, Oberstleutnant Johannis, Leading
Vehicle Officer of the Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops,
reported:

Re: Jagdtiger with z.Pz Jg. AbL.653:

On orders from General Thomale, I visited the broken-down
Jagdtiger of the Heavy

Panzerjiger Abteilung 653 on 1/13 and 1/14/1945, along with
two firm specialists (from Henschel and Maybach firms), 1o
determine their problems.

Found: Ten of 16 Jagdtiger that set out from the Wittlich area
(Moselle) on a transfer march to Boppard, on the Rhine (90
km road march), broke down. Six of them have severe damage
(four with motor big-end bearing damage (chassis no. 305010,
305014, 305017, and 305031), two with gearbox damage
(chassis no. 305012 and 305025), and four with minor damage
(chassis no. 305011, with electric short circuits as result of an
engine fire, no. 305022 with damage 1o the valve control of
the motor, no. 305009 with broken ventilator drive, and no,
305019 with gearbox oil leak resulting from piercing of a
gasket).
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Repairs: Needed spare parts have been ordered imxlwdinhly
from the repair shop and are on the way.

General of the Panzer Troops West has meanwhile sent g
crane truck with three armor blacksmiths on the march for
support. A gearbox specialist has also been sent o the
Abteilung.

The four slight cases can be finished in 1 1o 2 days after
arrival of the parts, the six serious cases in | to 2 weeks,

1) The Jagdriger, because of its great w ght (10 tons more
thanthe Tiger I), is ¢ lerably more i
than the Tiger 11 The chassis is overstrained, and thus breaks
down easily.

2.) The training of the drivers and technical personnel was
insu nt, although they had been sent to the
Nibelungenwerk. The Ni-Werk, that obviously regards the
Henschel chassis as repugnant and strange, has, for example,
instructed the drivers very insufficiently about the Olvar
gearbox, so that complete helplessness dominates with the
smallest disturbances.

Therefore it is suggested:
a.  Immediate sending of a specialist from the Henschel firm
who knows the entire chassis, including motor and gearbosx,
well, to instruct the drivers and technical personnel of the
5.Pz.Jg. AbL6S3. Extent of the instruction about two weeks,
b.  Training of Jagdriger drivers also at the Henschel firm,
plus establishment of Jagdriger units only in the Kassel areq,

3.) The s.PzJg Ab1.653 had no special tools, and therefore
could not help in many cases. In 6 has initiated a search for
the whereabouts of the tools.

4.) There is lacking among those in command (Obir
Haberland, Chef 1.Kp./653. and Baurat Jorger, stellv. AbtIng.),
as well as among the drivers, the natural urge to make their
vehicles ready for action as soon as possible, or at least o
prepare the necessary repairs to the last. Most vehicles stood
for five days without any determination of the cause of damage,
or preparation for repairs, being done. The impossibility of
this attitude has been made clear to the involved. In addition,
the General of the Panzer Troops West has been asked to keep
an eye on the Abseilung

5.) The divided action of the Abteilung (some vehicles in the
Wittlich area, the others in the Zweibriicken area) makes the
repair servicing of all vehicles impossible, what with the most
meager supplying with J-service devices (at the time only one
crane truck on hand!). Also for this reason, closed action of
the Abseilung is 10 be striven for.

6.) All the J-services of Abl. 653 were in the Zweibriicken
area, no J-service in the Wittlich arca. The J-services must not
be loaded later than or separated from the combay units,

5

1. Through Company Chicf, Abt. Ing,, Storekeepers and
Drivers of the 1* and 3" Companies. 653, 5 marching
performance of 30 to 40 km per day was described as good
For the Wengerohr-Boppard stretch (ca. 90 km) the Abreifun 2
had at first foreseen three marching days. The covering of this
stretch by several Jagdtiger in two days was regarded as a
noteworthy record!

Apparently this is the result of training at the Ni-Werk,
which aims at the most extreme sparing of the device. Abt.
653 was not clear about the fact that in such marching
performances the sense of motorization has come 10 nothing

2. Atthe Henschel firm I was informed by General Manager
Dr.-Ing. Stieler von Heydekampf, Director Petrus, and others
that the Jagdriger proves itself best at the front, and should
have had great success. Therefore, the suggestion is made 1o
build not only the originally planned 150 Jugdriger, but even

e

I explained that nothing is known to date of the good
performance and success of the Jagdiiger by the Inspector-
General of the Panzer Troops. According to Oberlentnant
Haberland, Company Chief, 1. Kp/653, 10 date only a few
Jagdtiger have seen service as antillery in the Zweibniicken
area. One Sherman was shot down, and one Jagdriger was a
total loss from explosion (cause not known),

To Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops. re: s.Pz.Jg. Abl.653
(Jagdtiger):

A) Condition of the Vehicles (1/22/1945)

1. Atthe bridgehead of the XXXIX Panzer Corps, §
Jagdtiger, 4 ready for action, | in long-term repairs,

2. Inthe Buehl area, 8 Jagdtiger, 4 ready for action. 2 each
in short- and long-term repairs.

3. Intransport from Saarpfalz, 5 Jagdiiger.

4. Zweibnicken area, not yet loaded: 4 Jagdriger. 3 ready

for action, 1 in short-term repairs.

Moselle-Rhine area, 10 Jagdriger, all being repaired.

In Buchl arca, 8 Fla-P2 1V, in Zweibricken area 3 Berge-

Pz.V, in Moselle area 2 Berge-Pz.

i

B) Combat Experience

Two Jugdtiger used by XIV S Army Corps saw action against
a bupker line near Auenheim on 1/AT71945 for fire support of
soting good. 6 explosive shells, On January
154 shot-secure bunkers, Firing accuracy
AL 1000 meters excellent Armored cupola of a bunker burned
out after 2 shots. Bunker loophole fire had good success. A
Sherman applied in 4 counterthrust was set afire by explosive

shells. Ammunition used: 46 explosive shells and 10 antitank
shells. No losses.

©) Particular Difficulties
Supply and repair services, including cranes, plus towing
vehicles, are still lacking at the site of action. A whole
workshop platoon is still working on the Moselle, Lack of
Spare parts, especially gearboxes, delays repairs. Command
vehicles (9 SPW) underway from Spandau since 12/511944
have not yet appeared. Ammunition is still lacking in the
ammunition dumps. All vehicles not yetamved: 7 Sd.Kfz.10,
e.Lkw, 3 m.Lkw, 1 Berge-Panzer, | §d.Kfz.200, 22 s.Lkw,
I Kfz.42.2 Sd Kf2.9/1, and | arc welding apparatus.
Berge-Panzer v nsufficient, also with cable winch. On
main roads, Jagdtiger can be towed with a Berge-Panzer V
and 2 18-ton Zgkw,

InJanuary 1945 the first total loss of a Jagdtiger was reported,
which was probably the reason for the following report:

To Gen.d.Pz.Truppen West, February 5, 1945;

Report over 10. 8§ z.Div."Frundsberg.” The enemy has
surprisingly attacked in the Drusenheimer Forest in the last
few days, supported by tanks. There were definitely one

iger ¢y ¢ icans and several Panthers
identified.”

On February 1, 1945, the 653 reported 22 Jagdtiger ready
for action, plus 19 vehicles that were being repaired. The unit
served as a mobile armored reserve behind the Teft flank of
the First Army under Army Group G.

A detailed situation report of February 5, 1945, gives
information on the number of vehicles and locations of the
scattered unit:

1) Abt. In Landau area in assembly. In assembly area found
1 Jagdtiger (10 ready for action, | short-term repairs).

2)  Inthe Moselle valley—between Boppard and Briedel—8
Jagdtiger (1 ready for action, 4 short-term, 3 long-term repairs. )
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3) 1 Jagdriger (ready for action) in St. Ingbert area,

4) 19 Jagduiger (9 ready for action, 4 short-term, 6 long-
term repairs) between Buehl and assembly area, being
transported 1o assembly area.

5) Two Jagdriger being sent from Dollersheim.

On March 21, 1945: The Filhrer has ordered that the fuel supply
of the Jagdriger AbL 653 is to be assured by special shipment
under all conditions.

The Chief of the High Command of the Wehrmacht
Keitel

On March 23, 1945, to Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops:
Re: s.PzJg AbL653, Panzer situation, as of 3/2/1945 (8:00
PM.):

1% 31 Jagdriger, fully ready for action 203, being transported
by rail 9 (some in short-, some in long-term repairs). 1 supply
can have decreased 10 2 vehicles during the night of 3/22-23
through explosion. Reportis still lacking. Major Grillenberger
urgently needs two weeks of technical overhavling for all the
vehicles.

And further, on March 23, 1945, to Inspector-General of
the Armored Troops:
The officer sent by Ob.West to s. Pz Jg. Abt.653, Oberstir. (Ing.)
Meyer reports the following on the loading of the Abteilung:
1. The 1* supply of the Abteilung was 41 Jagdtiger before
3/18/1945. In the transfer moves out of the main battle line, 7
Jagdtiger had to be blown up in the forefield of the West Wall,
since lowing was not possible.
On 3/18/1945 the 1* supply was 34 Jagdtiger, of which there
were from 3/18-21/1945:
A) 18 Jagdtiger ready for action, 5 in rail transport, and 13
on land march to the new combat area.
B) 16 damaged Panzer on the march in rail transport or on
tow (o the new repair area at Bellheim, near Germersheim.
One Jagdtiger blown up at the last minute because of enemy
approach after removal of optics and other valuable equipment.

2. The damaged Panzer and damaged vehicles being 1aken
back 1o the Bellhcim area, including 4 Flak-Panzer IV ang 3
18-ton towing tractors, were loaded in the night of 3/21.2 5
Bellheim and Rheinzabern for transport to Graben-Neudorf
Railroad cars were made ready,

3. Fuel difficulties have not appeared in all the loading worl,,
Fuel supplying of the 18 Jagdriger used in combat was noy
banned during the presence of Oberstlt. Meyer. With 4
consumption of | cbin per Jagdriger, the total consumption of
the Jagdriger in action is only 18 cbm. The Abreilung had abou;
four supplies through sending of the first 90 cbm of gasoline
Through the further sending of 125 cmb, the Abseilung is able
to fulfill its assigned tasks fully.

To Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops, March 30, 1945,
(1910),(19.10) Panzer Situation of s.Pz.Jg. Abt.653.

Total 28 Jagdtiger, ready for action, 6, short-term repairs, |2,
long-term repairs 10. Newly out of action since 3/25/1945 are.
6 Jagdtiger. At the Workshop Platoon is one Jagdtiger ready
to drive, another ready to be picked up.

On 3/29/1945 early, 10 long-term damaged Jagdtiger were
sent by rail to the workshop company in the Stuttigant area
On 3/29/1945, 1 truck with 4 Porsche wheel trucks arrived in
Bretten from the Ni-Werk. | truck with side drives from
‘Cannstadt broke down.

To Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops, Panzer Situation
of 5.Pz.Jg.Abt.653 on 4/3/1945:

Total 23. Ready for action 1, short-term repairs 11, long-term
repairs 11. Newly out of action since 4/1/1945 5, total out of
action since 4/1/1945 is 5. Finishing dates could not be given
at this time, as Workshop Platoon is moving and having
troubles with towing. Last spare parts from Ni-Werk arrived
on 3/30/1945.

Panzer situation of the s.Pz.Jg.Ab.653, as of 4/9/1945: 10
ready for action, 7 long-term repairs (over 5 days), readiness
for action in the Abreilung is again in doubt because of fuel
situation. Again, request has been made for special assignment
of 50 cbm fuel to be sent at once.

Panzer Situation of s.Pz Jg. Abt.653 on April 14, 1945 (1100):
Total 17, ready for action S, short-term 6, long-term 5, newly
out of action since 4/10/1945 §

Jagduger Sltuatmn of the S,PZ.JG.ABT.653

On 4/14/1945 again one truck was sent on march to Ziesar llgff:‘]l:;:: 5
10 Ni-Werk to pick up track bolts, since readiness for action is 1/9/1945 0
endangered by lack of track bolts. 112211945 ;‘1’
2
To Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops, April 15, 1945: ;;;:;:i :]
1. Panzer situation of s.Pz.Jg. AbL.653: Total 17, ready for  2/9/1945 4‘
action 5, short-term 6, long-term 6 3/1/1945 4‘
2. Towing vehicle situation (armored): Total 4, ready for  3/15/1945 4l
action 1, short-term 2, long-term | 3/18/1945 34‘1
3. As result of fuel lack, setting readied columns in march  3/22/1945 33
to Ziesar and to Ni-Werk was not possible until 4/15/1945, 312611945 28
4. Immediate urgent new need: 3/30/1945 28
3 sets of tracks for Panzer V tank 4131945 23
3 sets of tracks for Jagdriger 11 (Henschel running gear}  4/9/1945 17
2 sets of tracks for Jagdriger H (Porsche running gear) 411071945 17
4/14/1945 17
4/26/1945 14

Hndg Repairs
|
2 14
16 16
22 19
21 20
32 9
31 10
38 3
18 16
2 31
9 19
6 22
1 2
10 7
10 7
5 12
1 13

8
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Structure of the sPzjg AbL 653 as of 3/1/1945,
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This Jogdtiger (chassis no. 3050580) was finished in January 1945, and sent

Gerrmany, the vehicle shows the six sets of spare track fi
hangholds.
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inks attached at the

nericans and Russs

ans meet In this confusion is what remains of Heavy Po

red by the US.Army in
Heavy Panzeqdger Abteiung 653 in March 1945, Captur
‘r:mmn:c Dgcogfnber 1944.The driver’s and radioman’s hatches each had two

As ordered on April 16, 1945, the 3 (4) Jagdtiger at the Army
Arsenal in Linz (Ni-Werk) were sent 10 Jagdtiger Abteilung 653,
OB West is asked to approve their taking over and being shipped
from Army Arsenal Linz. The last combat unit that still received
Jagdiiger was a collecting command of the 653, which went 1o
Linz in late April 1945 and took over four Jagdriger. In acti
of Linz, the batile group surrendered where Americans and Russians
met in the vicinity of Amstetten on May 5, 1945, One of these four
Jagdriger is now at the Russian Tank Muscum in Kubinka.

To increase the number of armored vehicles available for the
Ardennes Offensive, plans were made on November 3, 1944, 1o
assign 14 Jagdtiger 10 the 3 Company of ch\; SS Panzer
Abreilung 501. This decision wmlrc\-okcd by Hitler the very next
day, when he ordered that Jagdriger should not be taken in the
establishing of Tiger Abteilungen.

cast

Because of the low production rate, it would not have been
b

possible any 10 set up another company with Jugdiiger for the
Ardennes Offensive
The ¢

y other front unit that was to be fully supplied with
Jagdiiger was the Heavy Army Panzerjdger Abteilung 512. Their
organization was ordered in Dllersheim on February 6, 1945,
Personnel were 1o be made available by Heavy Panzer Abreilung
424 (formerly s.Pz.Abt. 501) and Heavy Panzer Abteilung S11.
Each of the three companies was to rece ve ten Jagdtiger, plus one
Jagdtiger for the company chief and for each of the three platoons.
The planning foresaw that the 1* Company would be ready for
action in mid-February, the 2 at the end of February, and the 3% at
the beginning of March 1945

rther improvements to allJogduger made since December |94 were carmied out by attaching a covenng plate for the deep-fording airintake. and omiting.
urther
he winch and ground plates.
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A 1below, i loti

p he comp [ the Jagdtiger delayed
because of faults in the steering gear:

Office for Panzer and Motorization/Prif. Pz.

Kummersdorf H. Colonel Crohn

Re: g ing g g

As 10 the report of Colonel Crohn, Prif Pz. On 2/16/1945,
about series-production steering-gear damage which appears
after Jagdtiger have been driven 250 10 400 km, the Inspector-
General has decided:

L. Jagdtigernotyet delivered 10 the troops are to be delivered
only after the installation of the changed steering gear.

2. Jagdtiger already in action with the troops will be
withdrawn individually for rebuilding, when an exchange
steering gear is ready at the Workshop Company of the
applicable Abetilung.

Gen.Insp.d.Pz.Tr/LLKfOffz.
Bd.Nr.3570/45
Geh.v.2/16/1945
The Chief of Staff
Major General Thomale
Re: Readiness for action of s.H.Pz. Abt. (Jagduger) 512
1. In the action of the Jagdriger of the s.H.Pz.Jg.AbL653,
series production damage to the steering gear had resulted
(design weakness).
2. Change of form is necessary for all Jagdriger.
3. Carrying out the change of form is to be done first (o
Jagdtiger of new p ion in the h land war zone.
a) 5 Jagdriger of s.Pz.Jg.Abt.512, Dillersheim
b) 6 Jagdriger in the Army Arsenal, Linz
4. The readiness for action of s.Pz.Jg. AbL512 is hereby
delayed. The time of readiness will be announced as soon as
the time for the change of form is definite.
Gen.Insp.d.Pz. Tr./LLKf.Offz.
AbL.Org TINr.746/45 of 2/16/1945

The Chief of Staff
Major General Thomale

Contrary to the plans, none of the companies was ready for
action by the first of March. On March 5, 1945, the following report
was made on the state of establish of the $12 Abteilung

3% Company: S Jagdriger on 3/3/, 12:00, sent out from Linz 1o
Sennelager.

5 more Jagdtiger sent out from Linz on 3/5 at 12:00/
Transport time: about three days,

3 Jagdtiger are finished at the Arsenal/Cannons

3 Jagdriger ready at the factory, without tracks
(not yer)

2 Jagdtiger ready at the factory about 3/8 /fired

| Jagdriger ready at the factory about 3/8

6 Jagdriger ready at the factory about 3/10

1* Company:

2% Company:

The combat tracks for all these Jagdtiger were to be delivered
directly to Sennelager by the firm of August Engels, Velbert, Ruhr
Dastrict. The Heavy Panzerjiger Anteilung 512 was supposed to
see action against the Allied bridgehead at Remagen, which had
been reached after the conquest of the Rhine bridge there on March
7, 1945,

If the Jagdriger companies had been ready for action a month
carlier, the operation could have had prospects of success. Now it
was 100 late, and the companies were thrown into battle bit by bit,
as this note for the Fiihrer's speech on 26 March shows:

3rd Company with 10 Jagdtiger transported from Sennelager on
3/14, of which 5 Jagdliger artived in the Gummersbach area
and saw action. Panzer situation, 3/25: 3 ready for action, 2
short-term repairs.

3 other Jagdriger unloaded in Olpe area on 3/26.

1* Company with 10 Jagdtiger, along with Staff, parts of Staff
Company, and parts of Supply Company transported from
Sennelager on 3/19 and 20. On 3/26 arrived in Olpe area. Rest
of Staff Company, Supply Company, and Workshop Company
without commissary and repair services. Two companies ready
1o load in Sennelager. Transport report not yet here.

2 Company with 5 Jagdriger arrived at Sennelager, 3 Jagdiiger
in St. Valel ready (o transport as of 3/27. One Jagdiiger
was slightly damaged in a bombing raid on 3/23. Repairs
presumably finished by 3/26,

And on March 31, 1945:

2% Company, Jagdriger Ableilung 512 in Sennelager with §
Jagdtiger released by OKH for action in Ob. West, Three more
Jagdriger underway from St. Valentin to Sennelager since 3/
23/1945. One Jagdriger being repaired at St. Valentin since 3/
31/1945.

On March 31, 1945, the Army High command cleared the 24
Company with five Jagdiiger for immediate action. This order
became necessary, since the Sennclager area was threatened by
the I and 9° U.S, Armies with thrusts toward Paderborn, The five
Jagdriger had, naturally, no chance of holding up the Allies and
preventing the closing on the Rubr pocket. Under the numerous
German troops who were surrounded there were the 1% and 3¢
Companics of Heavy Panzerjiger Abteifung 512, who surrendered
tothe Allies. onApril 16, 1945, with the last combat ready Jagdiiger,

Companison Jogdtiger versus Enemy Tanks
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A good view of the MG 42 attached to the engine compartment cover for ant-aircraft
defense.

Although the winch was officially not delivered anymore. this crew was able to get one and
adopt it for new uses.
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One of the | er, made in February or March 1945 and tumed over to sPzjg Abs
“mushrooms’ ing the two-ton crane The vehicle was hit several times by KE she
finally blown up by the crew:

Thes picture, taken on 4/16/1945, seems to attest 10 the rumor that
loading tracks for railroad transport: they were not 1o be used offroad.

pplies were
ground pressure

assured. The Type Gg 24/660/300 tracks of this vehicle were:
was much too high
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Thelast act.The last parts of Heavy Panzeridger Abledung 51 2. with combat ready jogdiger,surrender to the US, Army in lseriohn. Most of the fogdtiger of the
512% scarcely saw service, and were constantly in retreat.The last finished fogduger left the factory in March 19451t
spots.

was sprayed a red color with dark yeliow

This fagduger (chassis no. 305020) was shipped to the USA for examination, and was taken by rail to the Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland. Since the

left drive wheel was jammed, it was removed along with the track The chassis number was on the upper bow plate in black numbers 9.5 cm high.The tactical
number 331 and the German cross, in black with white borders, were painted on both sides of the fighting compartment.
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Delivered Jagdtiger

Month
February 1944
Army Ordnance Office

June 1944
Panzerjiger School, Mielau

August 1944
Replacement, Mielau

September 1944
s.PrJg/AbL. 653
Repl. Army, Déllersheim

October 1944
s PzJg Abt. 653

Putlos
Replacement Army
Replacement Army

November 1944
PzJg.AbL. 653

December 1944
s.PzJg.Abt. 633
1

1

4112

4

4
1113

January 1945
s.PzJg Abt 653
Putlos

March 1945
s.PzIg.AbL 512
s

5319

53/10

6

April 1945
s.Pz.Jg.Abl. 653

Shipped out Reached troops

2 (1 Henschel, 1 Porsche funning gear)

1 6/30 Porsche running gear

3 8/28 Porsche Tunning gear

1 10/6 1 8/10 Henschel running gear
3105 3 7/10 Porsche running gear
11023 1 10723 Henschel running gear
111/18 1 11/18 Henschel running gear
31118 3 11/24 Henschel running gear
110714 Porsche running gear

31023

3 10/23 Henschel running gear
1 11/8 Porsche running gear

411124 4 12/11 Rest Henschel running gear
3127 31211

12n 1121
112/8 11211

112/8 112/12
12/29

113

419

114

16

1113

11413 (complete with 42)
1125

533
315

314

4 (no day listed)
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Addenda

Disagreement on the Contrel of Jagdpanzer and Naming
of Devices

Alter the naming of Generaloberst Heinz Guderian as Inspector-
General of the Panzer Troops, a long disagreement developed
between him and the generals of the OKH. One of the basic points
of contention was the control of the assault-gun units, and the further
production of the Panzer IV tank with a wrret instead of assault
guns on Panzer 1V chassis. The Service instructions of February
28, 1943, for the Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops included,
mong others, Panzerjiger troops and heavy assault gun units.
The other assault-gun units remained under the control of the
Artillery.

The apparently harmless correspondence on the designations
of armored combat vehicles as Sturmgeschiitz or Panzerjdger had
the greatest signi . As a Sturmgeschiitz, it would belong to
the Artillery; as a Panzerjiiger to the tank destroyers. The
appropriate service arm controlled the production, distribution, and
tactical use of these combat veh

A look into the history of this disagreement is afforded by the
following excerpts from relevant files:

Addendum 1

Gen.Insp.d.Pz.Tr.
Yotes for Fi 'S 943
er IV or Sturmgeschiin:?
Superiority of the assault gun over Panzer IV despite opposing.
reports actually not given, since the assault gun:

@) has no swiveling cannon, thus has a one-sided effect to the
front, and must make time consuming moves to fire on flank
and rear targets (24 degrees versus 360 degrees).

b) is helpless against close attacks (no bu MG), and thus
depends on constant protection by infantry.*

©) has somewhat less offroad capability (1.5 tons heavier than
the Panzer IV).

Fhese tactical and technical disadvantages of the assauly
gun are not equaled by its advantages compared to the Panzer
IV (less height, 80 rather than 50 num front armor on the turret),
The assault gun facks the decisive, lightning fast effect 1o o)
sides, plus the ability to fight without other weapons iy
necessary. The Panzer IV can do both.
nzer 1V, when the situation compels it (o be, is also
assault gun, but the assault gun is never usable as
a tank. Imagining it as a Panzer IV means trying 1o make 3
many sided weapon into a one-sided one.

Front reports that speak of the sup
£un over the Panzer IV are subjective. The assauly gun
remained with the infantry, while the tank was often used for
other tasks. Thus, the greater sympathy for the assault Eun.

The switch in production means, aside from unavoidable
delays, a measure that, as soon as it is carried out, cannot be
reversed at will.

S| : no switch in
as assault guns.

iority of the assault

o ng; rather, in times
of need, use ta

The Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops

HQ OKH, 10/19/1943
My Fiihrer:

In the General Staff, as has become known to me, ideas are
going around about breaking up the armored divisi
called “baule groups.”

The future formation of the armored weapon therefore
requires a clear decision,

The fast rebuilding of combat strength by the armored
divisions requires a sufficient supply of weapons and men,
Especially urgent seems to be the assignment of the mass of
production 1o tanks to refresh the armored divisions. Here a
quick buildup of the weapon is possible, at least if the
production of the Panzer 1V carries on according to past
planning, or if it is not increased.

* Excerpt from design of Gen.d.Inf./Gen.d. Art. Pamphlet “Guidelines for
the use of assauli guns in connection with the infantry™: The assault guns
cannot be used as tanks. They are slower and less offroad capable. For
close range defense they arc only suitable to a limited degeee, since the
rotating gun turret and the rear armor are lacking, the side armor is meager,
and the entry hatch is open. Close cooperation with infantry is thus
necessary. When used in armored bands, the assault guns work closely
with armored grenadicrs far the same reasons.

The cry for the assault gun, which is understandable from
the needs of the present, must not conceal the fact that this
proven and necessary weapon only has limited possibilities of
use, and cannol stand comparison with the tank. When in
pumerous areas the superiority of the assault gunover the tank
is spoken Of this is a subjective judgment, which represents
the degree of popularity in the infantry, but not the actual
capability. The limited swiveling ability of the weapon (24
degrees against 360 in the tank), the vulnerability in the sides
and rear, the very much inferior possibility of vision, and its
Jack of a machine gun make the assault gun an infantry support
weapon, and its use dependent on constant support by infantry.
The fewer losses of assault guns compared to tanks are
explainable by their stronger front armor and their careful and
covered use, yet this weapon lacks the mancuverability and
quickness, especially in open country, and thus the ability to
fight amid the enemy independently of the infantry. Now that
the Panzer 1V has the same (80 mm) front armor as the assault
gun. clearly superior to it on the basis of its other qualities,
in that the fighting of the armored weapon in open country, as
is the rule in the southern sector, develops more and more into
a battle at long ranges, in which maneuverability plays a
decisive role. The tank can replace the assault gun, but the
Jatter cannol replace the tank. The assault gun meant help on
the spot for the infantry, while the tank brings its relief through
closed action against the deep flank or the back of the
penetrating enemy, and creates the conditions for a retaking
of lost ground by the infaniry. The level of development and
refined production of the Panzer IV make it indispensable
among armored units at this time. Reducing the production of
the Panzer IV in favor of the assault gun, that never lets itself
be trned for a short time in one direction or another, would
mean a weakening of the tank weapon and lead to
disadvantageous results.

From the organic structure of the 1% Panzerjdger and
assault guns in the infantry division, I promise myself a
decisive increase in defensive capability, and thus also of the
fighting spirit of the infantry. The disadvantage of an only.
transitory lowering of the numbers of army assault artillery
and Panzerjager units, on the other hand, must be taken in the
bargain, and is also bearable with the maintenance of the tank
divisions.

Inthe future, new Panzerjiger Abteilungen will constantly
be made with heavy Panzerjéiger on the basis of the Panther
and Tiger chassis, as well as the Hornisse, so that the mentioned
disadvantage will be wiped out again.

3
General of the Antillery HOQ, 10/19/1943
At the Chief of the Army General Staff

@Mimmmmmmn.mmmwnm
exist? - Conclysions,

Original purpose of the weapon genre:

Creation of mobile Panzerjiger units as specialized? Antitank
defense. The specialist role went 5o far that the 3.7 em Pak did
not even have explosive shells at the beginning of the war.

How does antitank defense ook on the battiefield roday:
Everything fir es gt tanks: from the infantry’s cup discharger
1o the 21 em montar. Antitank defense 1s o longer 3 ma

one specialized weapon genre just for that, the tactical
prerequisite for the existence of such a weapon genre is thus
declining.

As a lank destroyer in the true sense only assault guns,
tanks, and self-propelled artillery can be seen. The mounted
2uns of the Panzerjiger are 100 unwicldy to deserve this
designation; this is especially true of the 8.8 cm Pak.

ctaking over of the Panzerjdger Abteilung (except in Panzer
and Panzergrenadier Divisions) in the antillery would mean:

a) that the disme ntable Pak could be made a part of the
Artillery s cannon batteries wherever a lack of material makes
it necessary. Jts main task: now, as then, antitank defense.

bj that the thus released personnel units of the Panzer-
jdigerabeilung can be armed with assault guns for the
formation of assault gun units.

) mity o evelo 0

stressed armament industry,

The assault antillery is, by the unanimous vote from the
front, the most effective helper of the infantry. The assault
gun has become the most proven weapon of the war of all
modern weapons conceived in peacetime. Examples of
successful action:

July 1943: 1880 tanks, 101 of our own losses.
August 1943: 423 tanks, 18 of our own losses.

For the fighting morale of the Artillery as a weapon genre,
it is essential that this specialty—developed as elite—is
reserved for them.

(signed) Lindemann
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General of the Artille
At Chief, Anmy ¢
¢ Chigf of

o
Re: Development of Assault Axtillery
. Tactical Significance of ille:

The assault artillery is actually the backbone of our infaniry,
which is often set scarcely soluble s @ rule, it brings,
wherever it appears, the decision of the bagtle. 1ts role cannot
be overvalued at all. The verdicts of the commanders of all
Weapon genres agree here. The effectiveness of the assault
artillery depends on:

a) atechnically outstanding weapon, which has been developed
by the artillery from the beginning, since 1936, as an armored
vehicle for direc of the A

b) the fact that the assault artillery personally represents the
elite of the great weapon genre of the artillery (1.3 holders of
the Knight's Cross per Abreifung),

<) thorough firing training on an artillery basis,

d) exhaustive evaluation of all tactical and technical combat
experience, wherein the assault artillery school at Burg is 10
be recognized for decisive service,

The Panzer Officer with the Chief of the General Staff
has, in bis message of 12/6/1943, absolutely determined on
the basis of exhaustive statistical documents that the assault
gum

a) scores the highest enemy losses of all armored vehicles,
b) has the lowest losses of all armored vehicles,

©) has the highest percentage of combat ready vehicles of all
armored vehicles.

The assault gun developed by the artillery has thus proven
itself, corresponding to its original purpose. as the most
g - . 5

1Y 5

The assault artillery has already shot down over 12,000
armored vehicles to date.

How the Russians evaluate our assault artillery is shown
by an order of the Marshal of the Artillery of 7/2/1943, in
which it is said:

The fighting of the enemy assault guns is to be given the
greatest importance, and all means are to be used in order to
defeat them. It is ordered:

1. Officers and men are to be taught about the assault guns.
They must be in a position to distinguish them from tanks.
2. The Panzerbiichse riflemen must be trained particularly in
fighting against the assault guns.

3 Il st enemy tanks with artillery, wheneyer

possible, the secompanyi assault guns are 10 be spotted, and
from the first. fire must be directed at them,

4. The guns used for direct fire musi, as long as they do not
have to defend themselves, take the assault guns

he production of assault guns—already ordereq
by the Fithrer's command.

2/1/1943 (total):

ad. for according (o

the state of |

34% are in the assault artillery,

25.3% n the armored forces,

5.5% are with the tank destroyers in the infantry divisions,
2.2% are in the Lufiwaffe field divisions,

13% are in the Waffen-SS.

The weapon recognized as the most effective in the realm
of the infantry is organizationally divided up, instead of being
kept most strictly together, and being trained uniformly on the
basis of gained war experience of the assault artillery. The
mast effective weapon in the battle of our hard fighting infantry
is tactically divided among many weapon genres, and goes
without the uniform tactical training and the uniform action in
combat, despite all personnel and material prerequisites given
for it. It cannot be expected that the grealest possible use is
thus derived from it.

In the technical development there is a dualism, since the
“heavy assault gun units™ are subordinate 10 the Enspector-
General of the Armored Troops, according to his service
instructions, but not the light ones. It is to be urged that the
entire technical development of the assault artillery remains
in one hand. The opposite is partially the case.

It remains to be assured that the assault artillery at this
time is to be defined:

a) inits technical development, since a clear boundary between
it and the tank is lacking,

b) in its organizational structure, since the production is
divided.

Therefore, Imust suggest the organizational development
of a uniformly trained assault artillery:

L. through limiting the amount of assault-gun production that
is assigned to the tank and armored grenadier divisions,

2. through transferring the tank-destroyer units, which are free
to be rearmed with assault guns to the assault artillery.

3. through clear division of the echnical development and
sesponsibility between:

a) The tank weapon: Tanks (with turret) in Panzer and

Panzergrenadier Divisions for independent tactical and
i ion.

ault artillery: Assault guns (without turret) of all

calibers in

Sturmgeschiitz Abteilungen as Army troops for direet

cooperation with the infantry.

(signed) Lindemann
Distributor:
Chef Gen.Stab

Ausb.-AbL.

Addendum 5
General of the Artillery
Beim Chef Gen.St.d.H.
Re: Evocative naming of weapons.

To Chef Gen.St.d.H./Org Abt.

Chel H. Riist und BAEFAHA In 4

In the armament book, on page G.233, the Sturmgeschiirz
auf Fgst. PZKpE.Wg.IV mit 7.5 cm Sw.K. 40 L/48 js
designated as le.Pz.Jiiger, and on page G.241,

Panzerjiger aul Fgst. Tiger (P) mit 8.8 ¢
(Ferdinand) is designated as a Sturmgeschiirz,

There is a mix-up here. Both designations are confusing,
and do not represent the actual nature and tasks of these
WEAPONS.

The concept “Sturmgeschiitz” has become historical.
Gen.d.Arl. requests that the correction of the designation and

HQ, January §, 1944

Pak 43

fi in the Book be
Addendum 6
‘The Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops  HQ, OKH,

1/28/1944

Abt. Ord. No. 250/44 g/Kdos

Re: Memorandum of 1/26/1944

To OKH / Wa Priif

With the memorandum about the results of the discussion on
1/26/1944, I am in agreement with the following point:

I request that instead of “Sturmgeschiirz neuer Art”, the
designation of :le.Panzerjiger”—lc. Pz Figer IV and
le.Pz Jiger 38(t)—be used. Since with this designation the main
combat task is clearly determined, for:

1.) this weapon, at the Filhrer's command, will be included in
the Panzerjiger Abteilungen of the Infantry, Mountain, and
Rifle Divisions,
2.) The main combat task is determined by the choice of the
caliber length—L/48 or L/70.

(signed) Guderian

Addendum 7
Ob, Wehrmachs February 1, 1944
Re: Evocative names for new weapons
In reference 1o the Fubrer-WST FIWpuwTuSt No. 193-43 of
§1/29/1943.

The Fihrer hus accepted the following evocative names
for the Army and

Luftwaffe:

B.8 em Sturmgeschiiiz Porsche Elefunt
s.PzJg. auf Fest. Tiger Jagdtiger
s.PzJg, suf Fgst. Panther Jagdpanther

The Chief of the Welirmacht High Command
(signed) Jodl Generaloberst

General of the Atillery
Beim Chef Gen St d Heeres
No. 300/44 g/Kdos

Re: Memorandum of 1/26 and position taken by the
Gen.Insp.d.Pz.Tr. Org. No. 250/44 g/Kdos. OFf 1/28/1944
To OKH Wa Priif

Adj. Chef Gen St.d.H.

Inforni: Gen.Insp.d.Pz.Tr.

GendInf.

Org.-Abt

RM fiir Ristii.u.Kriegsprod.

Chef Heeresstab/OKW

Gen, b. Chef H Rist und BE

Tam in agreement with the memorandum of 1/26, As for
position taken by the Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops,
may I remark:

HQ. February 2, 1944

The standpoint of the Chief of the General Staffin the question
of naming the

Sturmgeschiitz n.A. has been expressed in the memorandum
Gen.St.d.H/Org Abt. VT 18844/43 of 11/13/1943, and is
definitive for the Artillery. Objectively it is to be determined:

a) The Sturmgeschiliz n.A. is a technical further development
of the old Srurmgeschiitz. By the Swrmariillerie-
Lehrabreilung. on the basis of the combat expeniences of the
S tlerie, the dations for the new design of
the Sturmgeschiirz were tamed in to AHA/n 4 and Wa.A. on
10/5/1942, thus months before the creation of the service
position of the Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops.

b) On the basis of this Jine of technical development and the
fact, always stressed from the front, that the assault gun—
with a record of shooting down over 13,000 tanks—is the most
effective armored vehicle in combat, [ regret to have 1o reject
the efforts 10 want 1o remove from the Assault Astillery its
further developed Assault Gun by renaming. This weapon has
not deserved this.
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Sturmgeschitz IV (assault gun)

Jogdpanzer V. (tank destroyer)

¢) As opposed to the ammunition supplying of the front,
according 1o which assault guns have fired 25% of their
ammunition at tanks and 75% at other targets of the most
varying kind, the designation of *‘tank destroyer” for an assault
gun would concern only a part of its actions.

d) For the infantry, the designation
concepls Gen.d.Inf.
designation.

¢) It may be assumed with certainty that with greater
production, the Sturmgeschiitz n.A. will also be used in the
Sturmartillerie, so that it does not appear purposeful to
designate such a usable weapon for Sturmartillerie as well as
for Panzerjdger unils as “Panzerjdger.”

urmgeschiitz” is a firm
s therefore for maintaining this

The 7.5 cm L/48 on 38(1) 1 likewise request to be
designated “le.Sturmgeschii ince in its entire structure and
tactical use it is a characteristic assault gun, for which the
standpoints ¢) and d) likewise apply.

It cannot otherwise be comprehended that the Fihrer as
well, at the discussion on 1/26, has decided permancatly that
the 7.5 cm Pak was to be installed in a 38(1) vehicle similar to
an assault gun.

(signed) Lindemann
General of the Artillery

The Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops 3/23/1944

Fiihrer's speech on 3/27/1944 (Part D)

1 ask for a decision as to whether the impression is correct that
all Infantry Divisions are to be supplied, with priority, with
oone assault-gun batlery each, and thal the number of Assault
gun Brigades of the Artillery, that was set at 45, is sufficient.

It was reported to me that according to your order, 54
brigades were to be established.

Further, I ask for an order that all armored vehicles,
including spare parts and means of recovery, in closest
agreement with the Reich Minister for Armament and War
Production, are exclusively my subjects.

The Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops 313111944
Specch Notice

About the discussion with the Filhrer

With Generaloberst Jod| and Generaloberst Zeitzler
On March 27 and 28, 1944

Sturmgeschiitze

The Fiihrer stressed again his full agreement with the
standpoints of the Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops, that
the Panzerjidger Abseilung of the Infantry Divisions are to be
the first 1o be supplied with assault guns. The Fithrer considers.
the number of 45 Assault Gun Brigades to be sufficient.

Addendum 11

Excerpts from the War Diary of the General of the Artillery at
the Chief of the Army General Staff
June 4, 1944 Gen.d.Artb, Chef Gen.StdH

Name giving for Assault Gun new type is again advocated by
Org.Abt.

Addendum 12

The Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops 6/26/1944
¢ re Fihrer's speech on 6/26/
Reclassifying Oz Kpfw.IV as Sturmgesch. L/48 or L/70,

1) All troop experience reports on hand express uniformly in
agreement that the Panzerkampfwagen with tuming turret be
preferred to the Assault Gun for action in the armored units
within the Panzer Regiments. No report is known that expresses.
the opposite.

2) All enemy tank and assault gun types that have appeared 1o
date can be shot down with our present armor piercing
weapons, including the 7.5 cm 1L/48.

3) A switching of Panzer IV production to assault guns would
result in the supplies for the existing Panzer IV Abreilungen
consisting of assault guns, in order to prevent an increase of
the units. This would result in our having to unite within the
Panzer IV Ableilungen again two different types of vehicles,
whose combat qualities are basically different.
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Therefore, the laspector-General of the Panser Troops
suggesis that the production of Panzer IV tanks, which is just
ettough at this time 1o cover the loases of the field Abreilungen,
be allowed 1 continue uatil the production of Panzer V
{Panther) is so great that a start can be made on ¢quippiag the
2% Panther Abieilung within the Panzer Regiments.

As the final goal, Panther production must be raised to
approxintately 90X Panthers per month.

In addition, it is suggested that as of August, beginning
afler the supply of the 7.5 em Cannon L/70 to the Light

Panzerjiger IV, and as of November, all Panzeriiger VIV
(uniform chassis) be armed with the 7.5 cm Pak L/70,

Addendum 13
The Inspector-General of the Panzer Troops 6/27/1944
Decision on Fihrer's Speech

On the question of changing the Panzer IV (o an assault aun,
the Filhrer has decided as follows on the suggestion of
Generaloberst Guderian and Hauptdienstleirer Saur:

The Panzerkampfwagen IV will be produced with 300
examples per month until further notice regarding the Fla-
Panzer.

All additonal Panzerkampfivagen IV falling out of

duction wiil i i beginning with the i i
of troop testing, be rearmed with 7.5 cm KwK L/70 without
turning turrets.

Hauptdienstleiter Sauc promised 10 show a rearmed
vehicle to the Fithrer within two weeks. The vehicle shall afso,
additionally to the tank gun, be equipped with a vertically
standing M.P. for all-around fire.

After carrying out the troop testing, a final decision shall
be made on the entire question.

Haupidienstleiter Saur promised that by the end of August
75 light Panzerjiger IV Nomag with L/70 will be produced,

likewise, by the end of August the first rearmed Panzer IV
with L/70.

(signed) Guderian

Addendum 14

Excerpts from the War Diary of the General of Antillery as the
chicf of the Army General Stafl

July 13, 1944 Gen.d.Art.b.Chef Gen.StdH
Consultation with Chief and Generalmajor Polack with Chief
of the Inspection-General of the Panzer Troops, Generalmajor
Thomale, about basic questions on both weapons. Hereby it

happens again that the Inspector-General of the P.‘m::r'rmup,
spoke of the promised totality of It guns, in all questions
of the disputed naming, “Sturmgeschiits” or “Panzerjiiger,”
now as before, advocated the designation of"P(lrr:rrji,‘Rg,; "

Addendum §5

Chief of the Army General Staff
944

Berlin, August §,
Org. Abt/Gen.Insp.d.P2.Tr.

To: Chef H.Rist u, BIE

Re: Designation of Panzer, Stuongaschittz. and P, p

Technical Data

Manufacturer

P

Pata Source
Motor

Cylinders

Bare x stroke mm
Displacement ¢c
Engine speed rpm
Engine power HP

Valves
Crankshaft bearings

LIdger

Gen.St.d H. requests as a matter of principle the use of (he
following designations (including listing in “Overview of the
Army’s Armament State” and in the “General Army
Information”):

1 ek

a)Panzer IV with 7.5 cm KwK L/43 and 1./48 on Panzer [y
chassis as “Panzer IV"

b) Panzer IV with 7.5 cm KwK L/70 on Panzer 1V chassis as
“Panzer [/L (A)"

¢} Panzer V with 7.5 em KwK L.70 a5 “Panther”
d) Panzer VI with 8.8 cm KwK 1456 as “Tiger I”
¢} Panzer VI with 8.8 cm KwK L/71 as “Tiger II"™

2) Al n2erjdger
@) StwG with 7.5 cm Stk 1/43 & /48 on Panzer HI chassis
as “Sturmgeschiitz HI™
b) SwG with 7.5 em SwK L/48 on Panzer IV chassis as
“Sturmgeschiitz IV
©) Sturmhaubitze with 10.5 cm StH L/28 on Panzer JIT chassis
as “Sturmhaubitze”
d) Sturmpanzer with 15 cm StuH 43 on Panzer [V chassis as
“Sturmpanzer”
¢) le.PzJg.Vomag with 7.5 cm Pak L/48 on Panzer [V chassis
as “le.Panzerjiger IN"
1) le.Pz.Jg.Vomag with 7.5 cm Pak L.70 on Panzer 1V chassis
as “Panzer IV/L (V)"
g)le.PzJg. 38(1) with 7.5 cm Pak L/48 on Panzer 38t chassis
as “le.Panzerjiger 381"

3) e
a) s.Panzerjiiger with 8.8 cm Pak L/71 on Panther chassis as
“Jagdpanther”

b} ss.Panzerjager with 12.8 cm Pak L/55 on Tiger Ii chassis
as “Jagdiiger”

(signed) Guderian

C
Firing ordes

Starter
Generator
Batteries/Vol/Ah
Fuel supply

Speeds fwd/reverse
Drive wheels

Gear ratio

Top speed km/h
Range km

Steering

‘Turning circle m
Suspension

Brake effect

Brake type

Brakes work on
Ranning gear lype
Track of vehicle mm
Track type

Track ground contact
Links per track
Track width
Ground clearance mm.
Dimensions mm
Ground pressure kg/em?®
Fighting weight kg
Load limit kg
Crew
Fuel consumption
Fael capacity liters
Armor: hull [ront

Huil sides

Hull rear

Baody front

Body sides

Body rear
Primary armament
Other armament
Ammunition supply
Grade climbing
Step climbing

MIAGMNHMBA Nibelungenwerk
I’ Ferdi
1944-45 1943
D 635/60, 11/1/1944 D 656/1, 5/1/1943

Maybach HL230P30 2
V-12

130 x 145

23095

250073000
6007700

drop

T+l roller

4 Solex 52 IFF 40
12-11-8-5-10-3.
T-6-11-2-9-4
Bosch BPD 624
Bosch GTLN 700
20124150

Pumps

Liquid

Dry plate

ZF AK 7-200

7

tracks, front

8.4

55

road 250, off 100
Single radius.
10.0

torsion bars, transv.

261
Kgs 64/660/150

3920 mm

86

660

560
9870x3270x2715
0.87

45.500
2000

&
road 280, off 700
720

80 mm

45 mm

40 mm

$0 mm

45 mm

40 mm

8.8 cm Pak 43 L/71
1 MG 34

57 rounds

30 degrees
900 mm
1550 mm
2450 mm
(Sd.Kiz. 173)

Maybach HL120TRM
V-12x2
105 x 115

2 Solex 40 IFF 11
1-12-5-8-3-10-
4.9
Bosch BNG 4/24
Bosch GOL 300/12
412/120
Pumps
Liquid
Gas-cleetric
Porsche-Siemens.
73

tracks, rear

16.75

20

road 150, off 90
Electric

215

Torsion bars, ransy.
Electric
Porsche-Sicmens
Drive

Steel road wheels
2680

Kgs 64/640/130
4175 mm
109

640

480
8140x3380x2970
123

68.500.

2000

6

1200 (Anhaltswert)
540 % 2 = 1080
100 + 100 mm

80 mm

40 mm

200 mm

80 mm

80 mm

£.8cm Pak 43 1171
1 MG 34

55 rounds

2 degrees

780 mm

1000 mm

2640 mm

(Sd Kfz. 184)

Nibelungenwerk
Jagdiiger

1944-45

I 656/1, 11/1/8944
Maybach HL230P30
v-12

130 x 145

23098

250003000

GO0/T00

diop

T+l roller

4 Solex 52 1FF 11 D
12-11-8-5-10-3-
T-6-11-2-9-4

Bosch BPD 6/24.
Bosch GTLN 700/12
212160

Punips

Liguid

Wet plate

Maybach OLVAR
B4

tracks, front

12.56

415

road 170, off 120
Two-radius HS L-801
4.16

Torsion bars, transy,
mechanical

Argus disc

Drive

Stepped steel rd. wh.
2790

Kegs 73/8007300 (H),
Gg 24/800/300 (P)
4240 mm

94

800

490
0654536252945
1.06

75,000

2000

(]

road §00, off 1100
860

150 mm

80 mm

40 mm

250 mm

80 mm

80 mm

12.8 cm Pjk 80 L/55
1 MG 34

40 (separated)

2500 mm
(Sd.Kfz. 186 with
Henschel run.-gear

197
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Locations of manufacturers

Manufacturing Firms

Components  Firm Code
Jagdpanther Mihlenbau und Industric AG,
(MIAG), Braunschwei
Maschinenfabrik Niedersachsen G
GmbH *MNK), Hannover

Components  Firm
Hull & body Friedrich Krupp AG,

sen

e

ralors Siemens-Schuckent AG, Berlin

csh
Maschinenbau und Bahnbedarf Electric motors Siemens-Schuckert AG, Berlin
(MBA), Potsdam-Drewitz 172
HLI20TRM  Maybach-Motorenbau GmbH,
8.8 cm PaK Dortmund-Hoerder Hiitienverein Friedrichshafen
4373 L71 AG, Lippstadt works amp
Jagdiiger Steyr-Daimler-Puch AG (Ni-werke)
dpanth E ger Eis GmbH, Nibelungenwerk, St. Valentin
Hull Brandenburg/Havel cwb
128¢mPaK  Friedrich Krupp AG, Esen
Gearbox Zahnradfabrik Friedrichshafen AG, 44 Li55
AK 7-200 Friedrichshafen (ZF) drb
Lanz AG, Mannheim bak 12.8 cm PaK Krupp Bertawerk AG, Breslau
Zahnraderfabrik Augsburg, ex- 44 mount
Joh. Renk, Augsburg amf
Steyr-Daimler-Puch AG, Graz Jagdriger hull  Eisenwerke Oberdonau GmbH,
Works kur Linz
HL 230 P 30 Maybach-Motorenbau GmbH, Olvar gearbox Zahnradfabrim Friedrichshafen AG,
Friedrichshafen cre Waldwerke Passau
“Nordbaii Borddeutsche Adlerwerke AG, Frankfurt am Main
Motorenbau GmbH, Berlin nct
Auto-Union AG, Chemnitz aam HL 230 P 45 Maybach-Motorenbau GmbH,
Friedrichshafen
Ferdinand Steyr-Daimler-Puch AG Nibelungen Auto-Union AG, Chemnitz
Works, St. Valentin hhy
8.8 cm SwK 42 Krupp 27,

L71
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Abbreviations

A
AHAAE K
AR (Kaupp)
AOK

ARW
Atypen
BMW
(DB}

Hanomag
HK

HWA
HZA

1D

oldype
jeneral Army Office
Ariillery Design Bureau
Army High Comniand
Eight-whoel vehicle
All-wheel drive types
Bavarian Motor Works
Daimler-Bens
Daimler Motor Conpany
Uniform chassis
Uniform personnel car
Uniform truck
Nehicie and Motor Company
o

el phane cab
Field howitee

Radio st
Radio speaker

Secret

Army General Stail

Generator gas

Secret command matter
Ammored

Secret govemment matter
Off-road capable

Gun vehicle

Rear engine

Hannover Machine Company
Halftrack

Army Ondnance Office

Army Ordnance Dept.
Tnfantry division

Infantry gun

Inspection

Mator Vehicle Inspection
Cannon

Krupp-Daimler

Cavalry Division

Strength Through Joy (Nazi club)
Commander of Motarized Troops
Motorized anti-aircraft gun

Ministry of War
Motorized limber
Krupp

Matorcycle

Mator tractor

Fuel injection

Motor vehicle. or tank
Motorized ambalance
Mator biss

Extra-light

Caliber length

Light

Light field howitzer
Light ficld cannon
Light field howitzer
Light infantry gun
Light military tractor

Sankra
sFH

schg.

Zghw
WaPrif, WaPrw
we

Linke-Hofian- Busch
Light infantry gun

Pensonncl transport vehicle
Armored ammun
Revolutions pe

Company
Stock, civilian model
mmander of the Army
“ommand

Ei
Car, personnel ¢ar

Armored ferry

Fank, armored combal vehicle
Armared scout car

Amored command car
Tracks, tracked vehicle
Wheeleditracked vehicle
Rheinmetall-Bors
Tracked lowing tractor
Mountain tractor
Tractor East
Targeting communication
Medical corps vehicle
Heavy

Heavy field howitzer
Running on rails

Towing tractor

wpelled gun mount

wheel drive
Pointed shot with core
Rifle troop transporter
Railroad transport car
Heavy military tractor
Assault gun
Assault howitzer
Assault cannon
Antitank gus
Radio frequency
Tropical version
Vehicle testing dept.
Fully desensitized

Test vebicle
People’s tracked vehicle

ear Factory, Friedrichshafen
Ten-wheel vehicle

Towing vehicle

Weapon testing dept
Amphibious




