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Introduction &
acknowledgements ™

his is a book that I've wanted to do for a very long This is actually the first of two volumes covering the Porsche
time — a couple of decades, in fact! Although the brief competition models, beginning with the 550 Spyders and taking
has changed along the way - with Veloce publishing us up to the mid-1970s when the face of racing changed farever.
another volume on the 911 rally cars before | could get  The cars looked at in-between are motorsport icons and design
started on this project — and other Parsche titles of my own  Icons; vehicles the like of which, sadly, we will never see again.
containing a lot of the information relating to the road cars  These are the cars that inspired a generation, driven by heroes
used in competition, | hope, nonetheless, that this new foermat  whao mixed easily with enthusiastic fans. Jain me in soaking up
concentrating on the exploits of the pure racers will please the atmosphere in each and every image ...
enthusiasts of the margue.
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s always on Porsche projects, | find myselfindebted to my

good friend, Jens Torner,at the factory —a gentleman I've

known far many years, who has an immense knowledge

of the cars he loves so much. It's so nice for a writer to
deal with an automotive company driven by enthusiasm and a
healthy respect for recording history, especially in an era when it
gets harder by the day to find like-minded people within the car
industry, wherever one is based.

Brian Long
Chiba, Japan




he Porsche family had always been heavily involved in the
field of motorsport, almost from the dawn of motoring
Itself, but the story starts with Ferdinand Porsche,
Born on 3 September 1875, the son of a tinsmith,
Ferdinand Porsche grew upin the village of Maffersdorf recelving
his early education there before moving on to the Reichenberg
State Technical 5chool to study electrical technology. Shortly
after his 18th birthday, he left the family home for Vienna, and,
by 1897, had already built himsell an electric-powered bicycle
whilst in the employ of Bela Egger AG.

In 1899, with the blessing of Bela Egger, Porsche joined
Jakob Lohner, whose interest in electric automobiles and vast
experience in the carriage trade led to the Lohner-Porsche motar
car. This novel machine (first shown at the 1900 Paris Exhibition),
featuring an electric motor in each front wheel hub, would set
Porsche on a path of automabile design. The Lohner-Porsche
made an unlikely competition car, but its turn of speed was
guite remarkable, and a stripped down version was successiully
campaigned by Porsche on a number of prominent hillclimb
events,

Porsche married in 1903, and, in 1905, he left Lohner to take
up the appointment of Technical Director at Austro-Daimler,
the Austrian arm of the Daimler Motoren Gesellschaft. Porsche
designed a number of vehicles for the company (including the
famous car which later became known as the 'Prince Henry'
model, following its great success in the 1910 trials of that name)
and also steered it toward aero-engine praoduction.

Porsche remained at Austro-Daimler until 1923, then went
ta Stuttgart to become the Technical Director of Daimler. His last
celebrated design for Austro-Daimler was the Sascha, a small
sports car that made its mark during the 1922 Targa Florio when
Alfred Neubauer came in 19th overall and took victory in the
Coppa Florio section. (The paths of Porsche and Neubauer were
to cross again when the German driver joined the Mercedes
team.)

In 1926, Daimler became Daimler-Benz AG following the
merger of Daimler and Benz - the two concerns had already
worked together on technical and commercial fronts for a
number of years - and, from this date, the vehicles that the
company produced became universally known as Mercedes.

Settin

The Lohner-Porsche of 1900, which enjoyved a surprising
amount of competition success.

Porsche stayed on until 1928, by which time the Mercedes had
firmly established a sporting image through various Porsche-
designed racing and road cars, such as the 55K,

By now, Porsche’s reputation as a designer was unrivalled
in Germany, but, following a disagreement with the Daimler-
Benz board, he decided to return home to Austria to join the
Austrian Steyr concern. The history of Steyr can be traced back
to the early nineteenth century, although the car manufacturing
side of the business was not founded until 1920. Unfortunately,
the depression which followed the Wall Street Crash left this
company in financial dificulties, and, with a merger between
Steyr and his old employer, Austro-Daimler, on the cards, Porsche
resigned.

Although offered a number of positions within the



Cine of the surviving ‘Sascha’ Austro-Daimiers, as
used on the 1922 Targa Florio, piciured here at the
FPorsche works at the end of the 1950s.

Christian Werner drove a Mercedes just ke this
1o victary on the 1824 Targa Floro (this is a sister
car drivent by Alfred Neubaver, who was best
known as a racing team manager dunng the
Silver Arrows erg). Porsche had vastly improved
the Mercedes, and, as an acknowledgeament of
his achieverments, was awarded an honorary
doctorate by the Stuttgart institute of Technology:

R




Forsche also
designed the
highly advanced
V16 Auto Union
Grand Prix

car, onag of the
vehicles that
farmed the
origins of the
Sivar Arrows
legend.

industry, Porsche
felt it was time to
establish his own
company, and so,
with financial help
from ex-colleague,
Adolf Rosenberger
(a driver for the
Mercedes  team),
a design studio
Wwas established
in  Stuttgart  in
December 1930 and officially registered the following April.

A team of engineers and designers was put together
from the various firms with which Porsche had been involved;
Professor Porsche's son, Ferry, was also employed. Ferry Porsche
had been born on 19 September 1909, when his father was still
heavily involved with the Austro-Daimler company. He was to
be Ferdinand Porsche’s only son and began driving when still
very young, carrying out the routine maintenance on the cars his
father had built him from the age of ten. Ferry was educated in
Welner-Neustadt, and, later, in Stuttgart after Porsche’s move to
Daimlerin 1923,

By 1928, Ferry Porsche had entered an apprenticeship with
Bosch. After a year's thorough training, he followed his father to
Steyr,where he trained in mechanical engineering, mathematics,
and technical drawing. Ferry Porsche inherited much of his
father’s natural flair for engineering, a talent which gave him
a solid platform on which to build so that others would soon
recognize him as a gifted engineer in his own right.

At this time Ferry was also becoming something of a racing
driver, having driven for Wanderer and being involved with the
testing of the Auto Union Grand Prix car. Howewver, his father put
an end to his competition days, saying:"He might get to like this
sort of thing and want to become a racing driver, but his job s to
design."It is perhaps fortunate for today’s motoring enthusiasts
that Ferry Parsche did stop racing because, pre-war, it was a very

Fearry Porsche had bean brought up around cars, so
it came as no surprise that the motor industry was his
chosen profession, Few could have foreseen the impact
his company would have on the world scene, though,
with Porsche becoming a household namea, He is sean
hare griving the second Volkswagen prototype, his wife,
Darathea, beside him.,

dangerous sport indeed, when many people had been killed in
theair guest far speed. The warld could well have been denied the
genius of Dr Ing h c Ferry Porsche, without whom the Porsche
company would never have evolved.

Maturally, in view of the financial climate, times were very
hard for the fledgling business, but a steady flow of consultancy
work at least ensured the company’s survival. From just 13
employees in 1930, the number had risen to well over a hundred
by the start of the Second World War. The list of companies that
approached Porsche for his engineering knowhow is quite
staggering, and includes Steyr, Wanderer, Horch, Zundapp, Auto
Union, Mathis, NSU, Morris, Citroén, Standard, Volvo, Triumph,
ERA, Rochet-Schneider, Delaunay-Belleville, Austra-Fiat, Daimler-
Benz, and Volkswagen.

The VW project & WWII aftermath
When Adolf Hitler was elected the new Chancellor of Germany,
he was very supportive of German industry and financed the
Mercedes-Benz and Auto Union racing programmes (Auto Union
had been formed in 1932, and consisted of the old Audi, DKW,
Horch and Wanderer companies, now trading under one banner)
to show the world how strong the German nation was when
it came to technical innovation, It should be noted that Auto
Union®s V16 Grand Prix car was a Parsche design, and one that
was destined to be hugely successful in both racing and record



One of the Porsche Berlin-Rome racers, seen here competing
in 1952 with Otlo Matheé at the wheel. The lightwelght
aturminium body was constructed by Reutter of Stuftgart.

breaking. However, while motorsport was still an important part
of Porsche family philosophy, It's perhaps one of the later pre-war
projects — the complete design of the Volkswagen (again funded
by Hitler’s Nazl Party) - that provided the basis for the Porsche
success story.

The new car was designed to meet some difficult criteria;
it would have a one litre, 26bhp engine with a cruising speed
of around 60mph (100kph), very good fuel economy, and a
remarkably low selling price. After a 1934 meeting, in which Hitler
approved the plans for the so-called people’s car (volkswagen),
Porsche set about building three prototypes by hand, duly
completed behind the closed doors of the garage at his home
in Stuttgart.

The Volkswagen Beetle was ultimately a natural progression
from former Porsche small car designs, the Type 12 (built for
Zundapp) providing the basic mechanical layout, the body shape
defined by the Erwin Komenda-styled Type 32 of 1933, A further
30 prototypes were built by Daimler-Benz, whilst Porsche visited
various factories in America and the Austin plant in England to
glean ideas on modern mass-production methods.

Just as Hitler was passing the final plans for the Volkswagen,
after 1.8 million miles of testing with the prototypes, the Second
World War broke out. The largest car factory in the world was then,

for the duration of the war,mainly given over to the production of
military vehicles based on the VW design. The Weolfsburg factory
was badly damaged by Allied bombing, to the extent that, at the
end of the war in Germany, the Volkswagen project could easily
have died alongside the fallen dictator, had not help come from
an unexpected quarter ...

Mention must be made at this stage of the three Type 64
Berlin-Rome racers.The race,due to take place in September 1939
and devised by Hitler's aides as a political statement to show the
partnership of the German Mazi and Italian Fascist parties (and
seen as the ideal launching platform for the new Volkswagen),
was naturally cancelled after the ‘phoney war turned Into a fully-
fledged conflict.

However, Porsche had already built three lightweight,
streamlined coupés for the event, powered by VW flat-four
engines tuned to give 40bhp. Based on the Beetle, the Type 64
(or 60K10, to give it its official designation) was definitely the
forerunner of the Porsche 356, Sadly, six years of glabal warfare
would delay any further development (the same was true of
the Type 116 racer, which was also scuppered. It was essentially
similar to the Type &4 except that its 1.5 litre power unit was
maunted in the mid-engined position). According to an article
in Classic Cars in 1982, of the three Type 645, one was used by
the American military and later broken up, ancther was used by
Dr Bodo Lafferentz of the German Labour Front,and the third was
saved by the Austrian racing driver, Otto Mathé, who obtained
it from Professor Porsche and used the car competitively with a
good deal of post-war success.

Professor Porsche (he was awarded the title of honorary
Professor in 1940) was interrogated by the British and American
autharities following the war, after arrest at the family estate
in Zell am See, Austria. He was released quickly and eventually
went to Renault where he was asked to suggest a number of
moadifications for its 4CV model. Whilst there, Porsche and his
son-in-law, Anton Piech, were arrested and imprisoned by the
French on war criminal charges, with bail set at one million
francs. Ferry Porsche had alsc been imprisoned for a short time,
but Porsche’s daughter, Louise Piech, had managed to negotiate
the release of her brother. However, with the Porsche offices in
Stuttgart cccupied by the United States Army, Ferry Porsche had
little chance of raising the ransom money.

By an amazing stroke of luck, Ferry Porsche was approached
by Carlo Abarth {the famous engine tuner) and his partner,
Piero Dusio, a rich Italian industrialist and motoring enthusiast
who, among other things, wanted to bulld a Grand Prix car. The

9



The elegant Cisitafia — a four-whee! drive Grand Prix car
designed for Piero Dusio.

Cisitalia, as it was known, drew heavily on the Auto Union of the
19305, and was very complex. Although aV12 had been specified
in the original drawings, it was powered by a rear-mounted,
1.5 litre flat-12, with a dohc set-up on each bank of cylinders and
twin superchargers. An ingenious four-wheel drive system {in
which power to the front wheels could be switched off during
the race) was devised for the Type 380, to make the most of the
cars estimated 350bhp.

The Cisitalia project, sadly, was destined to fall, as escalating
development costs put a potentially successful car out of the
reachofeven Dusios wealth.However, itdid provide Ferry Porsche

1o the legend began. This is Porsche Mumber Ona ..,
How the / He) Th P he Numb ]

b —r




Ferry Porsche reunited with Number One, which s now an
axhibit in the Porsche Museum. Nate the mid-engined layout
an this first protolype.

with enocugh maoney to release his father from the French prison
- his contract with Dusio (which included the patent rights for
diesel-powered Porsche tractors and hydraulic turbines) was
worth a combination of 900,000 Austrian shillings, $11,000 (US)
and 10,000,000 Italian lire. Ultimately, after some negotiations,
the Professor was allowed back to Austria in August 1947, and
duly cleared of all the charges levelled against him.

In the meantime, the Volkswagen factory had been taken
out of the hands of the Germans, but, instead of letting the
Volkswagen project die, its management was taken over by
British officials. After a slow start getting production under way
in less than ideal conditions, the Volkswagen Beetle became
one of the most successful cars ever built, if numbers alone are
anything to go by.

Professor Ferdinand Porsche died on 30 January 1951, having
suffered a stroke a couple of months earlier. His health had never

Professor Parsche pictured in 1950, pointing out a detail on
the drawing board. His son, Ferry, can be seen kneeling by
the angine in the botform nght-hand comer.

been the same following his imprisonment in France, but at least
he was able to see his son develop a new automobile bearing
the family name, and fruition of his ideas for a ‘peoples car'in the
shape of the successful VW Beetle.

Meanwhile, Ferry Porsches first road car, based on the
Volkswagen Beetle and built In the Gmind factory in Austria, to
where the Porsche operation had been moved during the war,
was known as the Type 356, This machine was the foundation
stone of the Porsche legend - a legend that achieved almost
mythical proportions once the German margue went racing with
purpose-built cars such as the 550 Spyder.

The Spyder’s predecessors
Long before the 550 Spyder made its debut, Porsche was already
having an impact on post-war motarsport. The 356 was entered

A Porsche 356 ready fo fackie the 19571 Le Mans 24-hour
Race. [t ultimately came away from the Sarthe with a Class
win m the smallest engine cafegory, thanks fo the spirted
driving of Veullet right), and Mouche, seen standing by the
vahicie,
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in numerous races and rallies, chalking up Class wins in top flight
events around the world on an almost weekly basis. Various
Parsche specials were also keeping the company in the headlines
via enthusiast publications.

The Denzel first appeared as a Volkswagen-based special in
1948, but, as it was developed over the years, Wolfgang Denzel
moved toward the use of Porsche components, particularly the
Stuttgart concern’s englnes. This development produced the
winner of the 1300cc Class of the Austrian Alpine Rally in 1954,
and a series of fine machines, including some pretty two-seater
road cars, The Denzel margue (with some of its early models
badged as WDs), ultimately faded away in 1960.

Heinrich Sauter, a Stuttgart businessman, was the criginator
of another special The Sauter-Porsche was a lightweight roadster
bodied by Hans Klenk and powered by a tuned Porsche 1500
engine. Appearing early in 1951, it failed to finish in the Liege-
Rome-Liege Rally in August of that year. By the end of 1951,
howeaver, Sauter decided that the car was not producing the
desired results,so he sold it to Francois Picard. Picard duly named
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it 'Le Petit Tank'and repainted it in French racing colours; the car
was last seen in Europe in the early part of 1952, before it went
to America. By far the most successful and significant special,
however, despite excellent results garnered by others, was the
Glockler.

Walter Glockler, Frankfurt’s Volkswagen dealer, had raced
pre-war, and had his garage bulld a Volkswagen special to
enable him to compete in the German Sports Car Championship.
A 58bhp, 1.1 litre machine was duly produced, giving Gléckler a
Class win in 1950.The car also excelled in the German Hillclimb
Championship, with Hermann Kathrein taking the 1100 Class in
1951, and Hans Breadel in the following year.

MNaturally, as Volkswagen dealers handled the Porsches in
those early days, Gléckler soon made good use of his contacts,
and an informal agreement was struck which brought works
support for his competition exploits. For the 1951 season, a
Weidenhausen-bodied Glockler-Porsche, powered by a Type
502 1.5 litre engine, made its debut. Sadly, although It was an
excellent sprint car, setting a number of records in Europe during



A Gldckier captured in an atmospheric shot takeh at Palm
Beach in December 1857, with a rather more comman
Jaguar XK120 in the background, Max Hoffman, the
gentleman who handled Porsche and other German car
imports i the Uniled States, s the chap al the wheel,
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Hoffrman's car in action at Bridgehampton, New York, in
1952,

its shart life, and also gave Walter Glackler the 1500 Class title
in the German Hillclimb Championship, its handling was not a
match for the 85bhpengine and 130mph (208kph) performance.
The machine was quickly sold on to a gentleman called Max
Hoffman, who was particularly fond of the styling. Hoffman, who
became Porsche's American importer, duly raced the car in the
United States with some success.

The third Gléckler model was made ready for the 1952
season, this time closely based on the 356. Helm Glockler drove
this example to a malden victery and duly won his Class in the
German Sports Car Championship, encouraging his cousin,
Walter, to build more cars. (As it happens, this vehicle also ended
up in the States in Hoffman's possession.)

The fourth model was campaigned by Hans Stanek and
shown on the Porsche stand at both the Geneva and Frankfurt
Shows of 1953, The final Glockler (a roadster with a 1.1 litre engine,
also completed in 1953) was bought and raced with a great deal
of success by Richard Trenkel. Trenkel ultimately dominated the
1100 Class in the German Sports Car Champlonship.

The fourth version of the Gldckler-Forsche, seen hare

with Hans Stanak i the cockpit and an eary 356 n tha
foreground. The 1.5 litre car was bought and raced by
Stanek, a gentieman heaviy nvolved with the AMAG import
concem, though was eventually retumed fo its creator,

13
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4 hard at the
. “Nirburgring in
-.= August 1954,
% | where he came
g9 home fourth «
'y "% overall (second
in Class) on this
. occasion.

of the fifth Gk

It has been said that the Gléckler-Porsches were the impetus
behind the works deciding to build its own Spyder (the Type
5500, and there is an undeniable similarity in the design of the
two cars. Mevertheless, Glackler would continue to be linked with
the Porsche margue for a number of years to come!




orsche was firstand foremost a car manufacturer once the

business moved back to Stuttgart, but the spirit within

the company - its driving force, if you like - was its interest

in motorsport. This is not simply a statement taken from
some overzealous copy on the firm's advertising, as it's obvious
from the way the 356 power units were developed, one after
the other in quick succession, to take advantage of international
rules governing classes separated by engine displacement, that
Ferry Porsche and his team always had competitive racing in the
back of their minds ...

A return to first principles
In studying the history of Porsche, one can see that ‘svolution’
is a key word at the factory: nothing ever goes to waste, and
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the gentle refinement of ideas takes precedence over making
headlines with revolutionary concepts at adds with traditional
notions and thecries established by Ferry Porsche and his
father before, during, and just after the war. Nothing proves
this statement better than the styling and basic engineering
principles of Porsche’s first pure racer (the Type 550), as, looking
at the first design drawing for the 356, dated 17 July 1947, one
can almost see the production Spyder leaping off the paper.

It will be remembered that Porsche Number One was a mid-
engined machine, and, only after taking practical considerations
into account, did Porsche adopt a rear-engined layout for its road
cars. The beauty of mounting the engine just behind the driver
was its superior weight distribution and traction characteristics,
and, whilst this has proved ideal on countless racing machines,
designers  of  mainstream
automobiles have tended to shy
away from the MR {mid-engine,
rear-wheeldrive) idea, praferring,
instead, to go for the enhanced
packaging and servicing offered
by other layouts. Therefore, most
cars from the period used an FR
(front engine, rear-wheel drive)
set-up, with some — particularly
the Porsche and Volkswagen
- going down the RR (rear

e R . Il FLE T Ay
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{.“\II o i engine, rear-whee| drive) route.
{1 ra——— MNowadays, of course, the FF
1 (front engine, front-wheel drive)
[l T configuration is the most widely

— adopted, largely  specialist
vehicles continuing with FR, MR

and RR layouts,

The first design drawing for
the Type 356, dated 17 July
1947, Note the similarity to
— the 550 Spyder, both i layout

and shape,
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Before the Anyway, when Porsche decided to produce a purpose-built
arrival of racing car, there was no hesitation in opting for an MR layout, and
Forsche’s designing the vehicle around it. For sure, having the weight at
pure racer, the back of the machine called for a good driver to get the best
the so-calied from the set-up, but, in the right hands, the inherent oversteer
America could be made to work wonders in the corners,and handling was
Aoadster therefore generally superior in racing applications.

could be sean The body was like that seen in the July 1947 technical
as the bridge drawings, too, with smooth contours, minimal openings, and
between the a small frontal area to help the car cut through the air, and
standard lines vaguely reminiscent of the 356, particularly around the
3565 and a headlights. In any case, there was little doubt that this delicate-
Mghtweight looking, lightweight machine was a Porsche, even if the 'Porsche’
open car script was taken off the front cover.

suitable for Good aercdynamics and a small kerb weight could overcome
campetifion the reduced performance that usually accompanied smaller
work, Here's engine displacements (one has only to look at Goldie Gardners
Johkn von contemporary record-breaking feats with his 350cc MG Special
Medlrmann for proof of that fact), but there was never any harm in having
pushing hard a little more power in the racing world, assuming the chassis is
i & race at capable of handling it.

Heno in 1953. Far 1952, Porsche offered the 1.1 litre Type 369 and 1.3 litre

Type 506 englnes for the 356 range, although the 1.5 litre Type
527 was about to be superceded by the Type 546, sold alongside
the new and more powerful Type 528, the latter Introduced with
the America Roadster. The 527, 546 and 528 air-cooled fours all
had an B0 ¥ 74mm bore and stroke glving 1488cc, although a
combination of different compression ratios and carburettors
varied output from between 55bhpto 70bhp.The new generation
will probably scoff at such figures, but Porsches were fairly
lightweight machines, so were certainly spritely with this kind of
power; it should also be remembered that, even in the sports car
arena, this was the norm back then, while the 3.4 litre Jaguars
were still only rated at 160bhp, despite their great advantage in
displacement. As for American machines, outputs were a joke
compared to the best Europe had to offer, with 190bhp (gross,
not nett) used as a proud boast in Cadillac adverts from the time,
developed by a mere 5.4 litre lump!

However, for racing applications, Porsche engineers decided
more power was required if the margue was to both remain
competitive in the 1500cc Class and make an impact in the
newly formed World Sports Car Championship. In the 1950s,
Porsche had to contend not only with Italian manufacturers like

The jewel-like Carrera engine, seen here in Tvpe 54777 guise,
ready for the 1956 seasan in the showrpoms. Carrera, by the
way is the Spanfsh word for race, subsequently adopted by
Forsche following s success on the Carrera Panamericana.




OSCA (formed by the Maserati brothers after leaving the highly
respected company bearing their name) and the myriad of small-
engined British and Franch machines, but also some homegrown
competition in the shape of EMW and Borgward.

EMW was actually the East German branch of BMW, but
the marque had disappeared by 1955 and its cars were raced
outside Europe only once, Borgward, on the other hand, came
about when Carl Borgward bought the Goliath and Hansa-Lloyd
cohcerns in the late 1920s. From 1939, he amalgamated his
various companies to form Borgward, but, despite some heavy
involvement in motorsport, never really used his track successes
to promaote a sports car, deciding, Instead, to concentrate on
saloons and coupés. On German circuits, though, EMW and
Borgward put up some formidable competition in the smaller
engine categories.

One of the main prablems faced by Porsche in the search
for more horses was the distinct lack of extra space in the 356%
engine bay, so the brief was 1o design a unit of a similar size to
the current production four, but which would produce roughly
twice the power to enable the company to stay ahead in the
world of motorsport. Christened the Carrera engine (but known
internally by the Type 547 designation), it was largely the work of
Dr Ernst Fuhrmann, with help from Ferry Porsche and Karl Rabe
(Porsche’s Chief Engineer),

Tackling the project in earnest during the summer of 1952,
Fuhrmann decided he wanted twin-overhead camshafts on each
bank of the flat-four, and, in arder to keep down the physical size
of the engine, devised an ingenious system incorporating no
fewer than nine shafts, fourteen bevel gears, and two spur gears.
He also designed an efficient dual entry fan to cool the unit.

The complexity of the new engine made it a difficult unit
to develop, but Fuhrmann wanted to see his project finished as
quickly as possible. Bruno Trostmann, who was under Fuhrmann
at the time, remembers: "For the first six or eight months, he
hardly ever let us go home before ten or eleven o'clock at night.
He didn't know about holidays.”

The 1498cc engine was deliberately designed with
oversquare dimensions (bore and stroke of 85 x 66mm) in arder
to make it a high revving unit suitable for racing. The crankcase
was of aluminium alloy, as were the cylinder barrels (bores
coated with chrome) and cylinder heads. Twin distributors and
coils were employed for the two-sparkplug-per<cylinder head
design. On production models, roller-bearings were used for
both the crankshaft’s main and big-end bearings,and a dry sump
lubrication system was adopted with an oil cooler {situated in
the nose of the 550).

There was, of course, a price to pay In terms of power loss
through so many moving parts, and it could take a specialist
mechanic up to 120 hours to build the engine, but the units
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Ferry Paorsche (feft) with Wailter Glickier,

beauty lay in the fact that overall dimensions were little changed
from the standard powerplant,

The first new engine was up and running in April 1953 1nitially,
112bhp was recorded on the testbed (at 6400rpm, although it
was later proved possible to extract around 180bhp from the
Type 547). 1t was right virtually from the start, though, to begin
with, had a very narrow power band, with peak performance
coming at between 5000 and 7000rpm.

As part of the testing and development regime, the new
Carrera engine made its racing debut at the Nirburgring shortly
after Le Mans. The event was the sports car race before the
German Grand Prix (held 2 August), in which Hans Herrmann
and Helm Glockler were entered by the works in the Le Mans
cars (minus hardtops). The third car was the Carrera machine,
but it only appeared in practice, Huschke von Hanstein and Hans
Herrmann doing the driving.
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The very first Porsche 550 pictured at the Stuftgart works.
The coachwork was refined siightly after this picture

was taken, before gaining a hardtop, but the vehicle's
rasembiance to the 356 and the Gldckier racers is obwious
af this stage.

Various views of
chassis 550-01 after
it was prepared for
the 1953 Le Mans
24-hour race. On Yon
Hanstein's orders, as

| Racing Manager, the

hardfop was added

g 1o the open body as
 the regulation screen

height dictated that &
closad car would be
mare asrodynamic

P | than a roadster. It was

later given diving lghls
up front, and cooling
siits ahead of the

rear wheals to match
990-02.

Writing for MotorSport, Denis Jenkinson observed: *In the
Porsche lock-ups was a very special open two-seater with fully
enveloping body and fitted with an experimental ohc engine,
still on the same principle as the standard Porsche, but, as on
the normal works cars, the power unit is in front of the rear axle
instead of behind, The engine was fed by two enormous Solex
carburettors but further detalls were well covered up, though

the exhaust note was no longer Porsche, having a very healthy
and crisp four-cylinder note in place of the usual Parsche 'bag of
nails’ sound.”

A week later, the car was loaned to Hans Stuck, the great
Grand Prix driver of pre-war days, for the Freiburg-Schauinsland
Hillclimb. Hans Herrmann won the event in one of the original
5508, Stuck managing third only. However, despite these early
trials, the Carrera engine was not officially announced until the
1954 Mille Miglia, when it was fitted in a 550. For this event,



sixth overall - not bad at all for what was officially, if not actually,
the Carrera’s maiden race.

Birth of the Spyder
While there were only a couple of 3565 at Sebring, the Mille Miglia
attracted a massive feld of Porsche drivers, led home by the
works car of Hans Herrmann and Erwin Bauer. Already, though,
a new Porsche was taking shape in the background - the Type
550.

The project was overseen by Karl Rabe, although a lot of
outside help was enlisted, Hermann Ramelow designing the
tubular ladder frame chassis, for instance. Ramelow had worked
for Adler pre-war before joining Gléckler and building a number
of specials for his new masters. Given the recent experience
with the racing Gldcklers, and the good relationship between
Walter Gléckler and Ferry Porsche, it made a lot of sense to take
this shortcut rather than have a wasted season spent climbing a
steep learning curve.

Other than the rear suspension changes made necessary by
Ramelow's frame design, which had the same wheelbase and
track dimensions as the standard 356 production road cars, most
of the mechanical components were drawn from the regular 356
parts bins,including a tuned version of the Type 528 (1500 Super)
engine, four-speed transmission (albeit modified as the clutch
was given hydraulic actuation, and a ZF limited-slip differential
was added to the specification list), front suspension, steering
and braking systems, and the wheels.

The first two prototypes were built by Weidenhausen
{a Frankfurt firm that had also built the Glécklers), with final
preparation the responsibility of Wilhelm Hild, who ran the
small Porsche Competition Department from the new workshop
established whenWerk|lwascompletedin 1952 —a much grander
area than that reserved for motorsport activities in 1950.

The 550 duly made its debut on 31 May 1953 for the
Eifelrennen at the Nirburgring. On this occasion, the car was
powered by a 1500 Super engine tuned to give around 95bhp,

thanks to the use of spacial fuel, a hike in the compression ratio, '
and different carburettors; an oil cooler was added behind the The Von Frankenberg! !. WIHS
- }

!

slit in the vehicle’s nose to keep the lubricant in good condition Frere car that won its
during harsh racing conditions. Driven by Helm Glackler, it | Class at Le Mans in 19535.
narrowly beat the Borgwards to take a maiden Class victory This car was aciuafly
{15th overall).This event provided the Porsche company with the chassis 550-02.

foundation stone on which to build a racing legend.

Race record LE MANS

Chassis 550-01 was the car used at the Ndrburgring in May, Lastrol advertisihg 1
which, in the following month, gained a hardtop similar to following Le Mans. T iaa |

that fitted o the second car. These two 550 models were then L. i N
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Hans Hermmann leading the field at the Norburgring on 2
August 1953, As well as claiming fastest lap (at an average
af 77.6mphs/124.0kpk), he went on o win the race, and
i5 sean here being followed by Gidckler. Cars from EMW,
Borgward, and OSCA can also be picked out.

entared by the works for the 1953 Le Mans 24-hour Race, which
started on the afternoon of 13 June, Chassis 550-02 was driven
by Richard von Frankenberg and Paul Frere (who finished 15th,
15t in Class), with the ather car piloted by Hans Herrmann and
Helm Glockler {who came home in 16th). Neither vehicle had
the Carrera engine at this stage, so only 78bhp was available on
regular fuel. Nevertheless, this still allowed a top speed of around
125mph (200kph) down the long Mulsanne Straight, bagging a
1500 Class record for Porsche.

These cars were then entered in a minor event at AVUS
before turning up in roadster guise for the sports car race at
the Nurburgring on 2 August. As well as a win for Herrmann in
550-02, this event also marked the debut of chassis 550-03 and
the Carrera engine. This third vehicle was kept pretty much in
the background until Stuck used it for the Freiburg-5chauinsland
Hillclimb.

Mot long after, the 550s were brought back to Stuttgart for
maintenance and preparation for sale to Jaroslav Juhan, a Czech
garage owner and enthusiast based in Guatemala. Juhan wanted
tobuy 550-01 and 550-02 to enter in the Carrera Panamericana, so
Porsche decided to ship four cars to Central America at the same
time - the two original 550s bought by Juhan, and two works
machines (550-03 and 550-04), both with open coachwork.

Chassis 550-03, only completed in July 1953, was the vehicle
tested with the Carrera engine, of course, whilst chassis number
550-04 was a sister car. These had a far more familiar silhouette,
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Hans Stuck behind the whes! of 550-03 on the Freiburg-
Schauinsland Hiliclimb. This histonic picture. dated 9

August 1953, also shows race mechanic, Eberhard Storz,

feft] and Emst Fubhrmann in the background.

Helm Glockler about to blast up the Freiburg-Schauinsiand
course i 550-01.




A wooden scale model of the Type 550 sports racer for
festing aerodynamics — the Porsche team had still to
determine the final shape of the 'production’ car. Intemally;
thig body stle was chiristenad the ‘humpback,” for obwvious
reasons, atthough the magority of 5505 were far more elegant
in appearance. The fourth car buit had a similar rear section,
briefly, and another was bt with this arrangement for the
1954 Brussels Show.

styled by Erwin Komenda, and bodied by Weinsberg of Stuttgart
an a slightly meodified frame that allowed a trailing-arm rear
suspension to be fitted (the criginal models had leading arms
combined with torsion bars). At one point, 550-04 was tried with
a raised, bolt-on rear section and full-width screen, as seen in the
wooden scale maodel, but was then made to match 550-03 and
sent to compete alongside it as works entries in the Mexican
race.

While thisdecision left Porsche with noofficial representation
in the Mirburgring ADAC 1000km event, at least a Glockler-
Porsche came home in fourth, and every other car seemed to be
a 356 making up the numbers. A works 550 was also due to be
at Dundred, but the German maker did not compete in the TT
either, banking on a good result in Mexico,

In the gap between the cars being shipped westward and
their racing debut on US soil on 25 October, the fifth car (550-05)
was completad. This Weinsberg-bodied machine was equipped
for fast road use, beautifully finished with blue paintwork. First
displayed at the 1953 Paris Salon, it was basically a prototype of
the 1954 ‘production’models, with a Carrera engine (provisionally
rated at 110bhp at 7000rpm), 2 new nose profile that was
definitely more Porsche than Gldckler, and refinements to the
rear wing shape. At this stage, there was still a large cover over
the engine bay, but the final 550/1500RS design was certainly
starting to show through ...

The 1953 Carrera Panamericana

The Carrera Panamericana race was instituted in 1950 to celebrate
the opening of the Pan-American highway, planned to run from
Alaska to Tierra del Fuego in Mexico. Although it did not initiate
much attention in Britain (even when it became a round of the
World Sports Car Championship), it was very well publicized in
America.

Porsche's link with Mexico came about through an exhibition
in Stuttgart during the summer of 1952, Count Berckheim had

Porsche stand at the 1953 Parls Salon, showing 550-05 an
qispiay
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The Paris Salon car caplured i contemporary colour at the
factory, Note the Carrera engine, making its public debut at
the French exhibition, and the special finish appled to the
dashboard. It also featured knock-off wheels, although it
was found that, with the 550 being 50 ight, tyre wear was
minimal, and freqguent changes were therefore unhecessary
- reguiar boit-on wheels were thus the narm.

HEm Poster from the
EEEBH ?ﬁmmm 1953 Carrera
ﬂ s ﬂh’ Panamericana.

i

The works cars for the 1953 Carrera Fanamericana at the
Von Hohenlohe garage. Sadly, both cars fafled to finish.




Hans Herrmann and Karl Kifng (seated) ready to tackle the
Mexican road race.

Jarosfay Juhan [right) walting patiently as 550-01 fakes on
fual,

just returned from the Mille Miglia, and managed to acquire
Porsche distribution rights for Mexico for his cousin, Prince
Alfonso von Hohenlohe, already a distributor for Volkswagen in
Mexico City. The 3565 used on the 1952 Carrera were the first two
Porsches to arrive in Mexico. For 1953, though, there would be a
more determined effort from both privateers and the factory.

Herbert Linge, with his hand on the stearing wheel! of King's
car (550-03), posing for a shot for the farmily album. Linge
did not race during the event, incidentally.

Sponsored by Fletcher Aviation of Pasadena, Texas (this
company was considering building small helicopters powered by
Parsche engines, and had already built a multi-purpose Porsche-
powered Jeep), Wendell Fletcher's only request was that the two
works cars appear in a race in America before their main event.
This was to be the first appearance for the Porsche works team
on the American continent, but, unfortunately, both works' cars
retired in Georagia after a good start.

The Porsche contingent of Huschke von Hanstein, Hans
Herrmann, Karl Kling, Herbert Linge, Werner Enz and Willi
Enz then travelled to Mexico for the start of the race. With no
Mercedes-Benz factory team in 1953, the company having
declared itself happy with the results achieved in the previous
season, and wanting to direct all efforts toward a future Formula
One programme, Porsche alone carried German pride to
Mexico. Held from 19 to 23 November, the 1600cc Sport Class
of the 1953 Carrera Panamericana was totally dominated by the
Zuffenhausen marque.

The warks drivers were Karl Kling (in chassis 550-03) and Hans
Herrmann (550-04). Herrmann was born in 1928 and began his
racing career in Porsche GTs in 1951; despite this late start, he was
very guick and later became the German Sports Car Champion in
a Porsche Spyder. Kling was another proven winner, having been
with Mercedes-Benz in 1952, when he won a number of races,
including the Carrera,

Sadly, both works cars, despite having fresh 1500 Super
engines for the event, were out by the second leg of the
Panamericana, Herrmann through mechanical problems and
Kling due to an accident (at one point everyone thought Kling
had been killed, although, thankfully, he arrived safely in Puebla).
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Jose Herrarte Ariano in action {leff), and (below)
saeh posing next to the ex-works 550 that he took
to first in Class on the 1953 Carrera Panamericana.
The hardfop had been used for the Le Mans race,
but the reserve ofl tank (note the filler cap beyond
the door) was & new addifion before the car was
shipped across the Atlantic.




WorLo Srorts Car CHAMPIONSHIP
Sebring 12-hour Race (8 March)

1| PWalters/] Fitch Cunningham C4R 173 laps

2 | R Parnell/G Abecassis Aston Martin DE3 172 laps

3 | 5 Johnston/B Wilder Jaguar C-type 162 laps
Mille Miglia (26 April)

1| G Marzotto/M Crosara Ferrari 340MM 10h 37m 195

2 J-M Fangio/G Sala Alfa Romeo 6C | 10h 49m 03s

3 | F Bonetto/U Peruzzi Lancia D20 11h 07 40s
Le Mans 24-haur Race (14 June)

1 D Hamilten/T Rolt laguar C-type 304 laps

2 | 5 Moss/F Walker Jaguar C-type | 300 laps

3 P Walters/) Fitch Cunningham C5R 299 laps
15 ' R von Frankenberg/F Frere Parsche 550 | 247 laps/1stin Class
16 H Glackler/H Herrmann Parsche 550 247 lapsf2nd in Class
Spa 24-hour Bace (26 July)

1 M Hawthorn/G Farina Ferrari 375MM | 260 laps

2 | J5cott-DouglasfG Gale Jlaguar C-type | 242 laps

3 TUlmen/H Roosdorp laguar C-type 231 laps
Mirburgring 1000km (30 August)

1| & AscarifG Farina Ferrari 375MM | Bh 20m 445

2 | stewart/R Salvadori laguar C-type Bh 35m 495

3 | E-G BechemyT Helfrich Borgward 150085 Bh 50m 03s

RAC Tourist Trophy {5 September)
1 | P Collins/P Griffiths
2 R Parnell/E Thompsan
3 KWharton/C Robb

Aston Martin DB35 106 laps
Aston Martin DB35 | 106 laps
Frazer-Mash Le Mans | 103 laps

Carrera Panamericana [23 November)

1| J-M FangiofG Bronzoni Lancia D24 18h 11m 005
2 P Taruffi/L Maggic Lancia D24  18h 18m 515
3 | E Castellotti/C Luani Lancia D23 18h 24m 52s

32 J Herrarte Ariano/C Gonzalez  Parsche 550 _ 23h 57m 045 1st in Class

Fortunately for Porsche, the two Le Mans coupés bought and entered by Jaroslav
Juhan did a bit better. Winner of the 1600cc Class (and 32nd overall) was Jose
Herrarte Arlano in 550-02; Juhan had retired 550-01 when its distributor drive
failed. It's fair to say that the Panamericana could have ended in disaster but for
the privateers. Ultimately, the Porsches won five out of the eight stages; Fernando
Segura's 356 Super came second in Class and 33rd overall.

It was a hard first year for the 550, but, with the new Carrera engine, it would
become easier in the future for the Stuttgart maker to collect trophies ...

Paul Frere.
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hortly after 550-05 was shown at the 1953 Paris 5alon, the

so-called ‘Humpback’ car (chassis 550-07) was displayed

at the 1954 Brussels Show, and then again in Geneva a

couple of months later. The design was actually quite
efficient from an aerodynamics point of view, assuming there
were two passengers, With just a driver, a covered cockpit and
racing screen could be used, and then the maore traditional,
lower rear deck was a better bet - as well as being more pleasing
aesthetically. Usefully, though, this model’s rear-hinged engine
cover panel allowed the entire engine and transmission to be
lifted out in one unit, from above, It was the first 550 to feature
thisarrangement,a principal duly carried over for the ‘production’
version of the car,

The ‘Humpback’ was the anly car bullt with a fixed, tall rear
bulkhead (the earlier Buckelwagen used a bolt-on structure that
was readily removed), but it did at least have the Type 547 Carrera
engine. In addition, revisions to the frame returned the design
closer to that of the eriginal 550, although the trailing-arm rear
suspension seen on later prototypes was retained. This would
be the last time that knock-off hubs were seen (the Humpback'
featuring Rudge spinners rather than the German-made ones
waorn by the Paris Salon car), and these were soon changed to
bolt-on wheels, in any case.

The next car, bodied by Weinsberg, was the last of the
prototypes. Chassis 550-08 had the low rear deck configuration
combined with a hinged back, and early-style headlamps that
sat mare upright than those fitted on customer cars, Oddly, glven
that Solex carburettors were the norm, Porsche chose to enter
the car in the Mille Miglia with Webers, though it was Le Mans
that the Stuttgart maker really had in its sights ...

Competition in 1954

Jaroslav Juhan took a Class win in 350-01 at the Buenos Alres
1000km Race, and three more 550s finished after Oscar Gonzalez
in Argentina; only one failed to reach the chequered flag. A
couple of early 5505 ran in the midfield in Sebring, whilst a third
car entered by James Graham experienced fuel problems on this,
his home event, and retired before half distance.

The 1954 Mille Miglia, which started on 1 May, marked the
international debut of the 550 with the Carrera engine. The top
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The Brussals Show
car (knowh as the
‘Humpback’) with

same yvoung VIPs:
Ferry Porsche's

sons. Closest to the
camera are (from the
left} Peter, Gerd and
Wolfgarng, whilst Butzi
can be sean n the
background. Butzi
Porsche later siyled
the 904 racer and the
817 road car.

This picture of the "Humpback’ clearly shows the Carrera
engine. Tha binnaclk i front of the driver housed the
central fachometer, with the speedomefar to the left, and ol
temperature and fuel level gauges on the right. The car was
later modifed for use af a racing school, before doing the
rounds as a publicity vehicle.




Far a number of yvears, Porsche used the Volkswagen
dealer network. Occasionally, Porsche would have a special
exhibition, such as this one in 1954, with four 3565 and the

‘Humpback' disguised as the 1954 AMille Migha winnar on
clispray:

Juhan in Buenos Aves, He finished the 1000km 19 laps
down on the winning Fermani, buf siill managed to take
lass honours.
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A couple of shots showing Herrmann and Linge on the
Ndifie Mligilia.
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finisher far Parsche was the 550 (chassis 550-08) driven by Hans " 1[.,_”-. before the
Herrmann and Herbert Linge. After having had a close call with 1955 dicaster

a train on a level crossing (they ducked underneath the barriers
in the low car, only seconds before the train thundered through),
they went on to finish sixth overall and first in the 1500cc Sports
Racing Class; Porsche also did well In the GT categories.

The Eifelrennen was not kind to Pnrqche However, in the

next month, at Le Mans, three more or less definitive versions

of the 550, complete with 1498cc Carrera engines {fed by a pair
of twin-choke Webers instead of the usual Solex carburettors
to give 114bhp), were entered by the works. The Richard von

memorahilia.
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FPofensky and Vor Frankenberg won their
Ciass & the Reims T2-hour event, coming
homae eighth overall. This famous race, won
by Jaguar in 1954, was hald in the first week
of July:

The sports car race held alongside the
German Grand Prix on T August resulted in
a clean sweep for Forsche - Hans Herrmann
leading home the first of four 550s, which
convincingly beat the domestic Borgward
and EMW compefifion, as well as that
offeraed by the Q5CA conceam.
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Claude Sf-::lrﬂ? and Herbert
Linges 550 in actioh during
the 1954 Tour de France
Autormobiie. The pair finished
second, beaten anly by the
Gordint of Pollet/Gauthier,
which was more than
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Frankenberg/Helm Glackler
machine retired in the first
hour with engine trouble;
the Hans Herrmann/Helmut
Polensky car also fell by

the wayside with similar
engine maladies - all three

powerplants had succumbed
to holed pistons, but the car
driven by Johnny Claes and
Paul Stasse limped home
12th overall, and, following an accident involving the leading
OSCAs, duly waon its Class.

The factory had actually entered a fourth 550 model. Driven
by Gustave Olivier/fora Arkus-Duntov (Chief Development
Engineer at Chevrolet), this car was fitted with a 1089cc, four-cam
engine (the change achieved via a reduction in bore from 85mm
ta 72.5mm whilst retaining the 66mm stroke of the ariginal unit),
and came 14th overall (first in Class). It's interesting to note that
the smaller machine, rated at 72bhp, was just 12 laps down on
the 1.5 litre 550 at the end of the 24 hours, albeitin part due to a
series of unscheduled stops necessary to coax the Claes/Stasse
machine to the finish.

Numerous lessons were learnt at the Sarthe - the ultimate
proving ground for sports car manufacturers - and duly applied.
Hans Herrmann led home the four works Porsches in a one-two-
three-four victory in the sports car race before the German Grand
Prix at the Murburgring.

In the Tour de France Automaobile, Claude Storez and Herbert
Linge won the Sports Class in a 550 {550-08 fitted with a 1500
Super lump), and, closer to home, Richard von Frankenberg
did likewise in the AVUS races, with Polensky winning the GT
category. Meanwhile, officially, a 745cc DB-Panhard won the TT

enough to secure Class
ROonours.
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{ M350 et
Richard von Frankenberg
giving Helmut Polensky
fwith camera) a fift. Both
won their races at the
famous AVUS frack on
19 September 1954,
Sadly, Hans Herrmann
was not 5o successiuf
with the special-bodied
550 assigred lo him,
aflowing Porsche to stick
wilh the familiar Spyder
profile in the future.

Poster from the final Carrera
Panarmericana.

after various handicaps had been applied. In reality, the laurels
went to bigger-engined machines on the road, and the summary
at the end of this section reflects this fact. Two private 550s were
entered, with one taking third in Class, the other failing to finish.

Sadly, what was to be the last Carrera Panamericana started
from Tuxtla Gutierrez on 1% November 1954, The smaller-
engined category for sports cars was divided at 1500cc instead
of the previous year's 1600cc, but the Porsches were safe for the
time being. After a slow start — which saw the Borgward team
take the first two stages and the OSCA of Louis Chiron the third
- the Porsches came back to win the remaining five. The Sport
Class was won by Hans Herrmann in 550-04, with Jaroslay Juhan
second, Chiron's OSCA came third, and the 550 of Segura fourth
{12th overall). The 550 of Salvador Lopez Chavez and 3565 of



‘ Herrmann (feft) and Juhan i action on the 1954 Carrera.

= F T = Bl | (== Dalightiul contemporary colour shot of the Segura/Linge
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550, with Herrmnann's car in the background. The 356 was
raced by Emst Hirz of Germany:
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Al zmiles at the and of the Carrera ...

s s U

"
v ) . B - .
o LR

e ol e e e Becker Estrada and Hirz took the next three places in that crder.

Perhaps of even greater significance was that Herrmann had
Hans Herrmann n the 550 [chassis 95004, readily identiied |  managed toachieve third place overall (less than two hours down
by its inboard lights) that he took fo third overall in the 1954 on Magliolis winning Ferrari), whilst Juhan took fourth overall,
Carrera Panamericana. It had been fitted with a fresh Carrera | just seconds behind his team-mate. Segura was 12th overall, the

engine for the race. ather Porsches coming in 28th, 67th and 70th respectivaly.
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WonrLo Sports Car CHAMPIONSHIP
Buenos Aires T000km (24 January)

1 | G Farina/U Magliali Ferrari 375 Plus 106 laps
2 | HSchell/A de Portago Ferrari 250MM 103 laps
3 | P Collins/P Griffiths Aston Martin DB35 | 102 laps

9 | Jluhan/f Asturias Hall
12 | O Gonzalez!P Ezcudero

Porsche 550
Porsche 550

BY laps/1stin Class
79 lapsd3rd In Class

Sebring 12-hour Race (¥ March)

1[5 Moss/B Lloyd O5CA MT4 168 laps
? | PRubirosafG Valenzana I Lancia D24 - 163 laps
3 | L Macklin/G Huntoon | Austin-Healey 100 163 laps
10 | F Segura/D Bojanich Porsche 550 144 lapsfdth in Class

Mille Miglia (2 May)

1| A Ascari [ Lancia D24 | 11h 26m 10s
2 | V Marzotto Ferrari 500 Maondial | 12h 00m 015
3 | L Musso/A Zocca | Maserati ABGCS | 12h 00m 10s
& | H Herrmann/H Linge Porsche 550 12h 35m 44515t in
_ Class
Le Mans 24-hour Race (13 lune)
1 | F Gonzalez/M Trintignant Ferrari 375 Plus 302 laps
2 | D HamiltondT Rolt Jaguar D-type 301 laps
3 | W Spears/s Johnston Cunningham C4R | 283 laps =

12

J Claes/P Stasse

Porsche 550

228 laps/istin Class

14

G Olivier/Z Arkus-Duntowv

Parsche 550

216 lapsfstin Class

RA&C Tourist Trophy (11 September)

Arn early 580 in its most efficient aerodynamic guise

at Solituda. The Sofitude circuit was a normal road

o the south-west of Stultgart which was sealed off
for racing ance a year.

1 | M Hawthorn/M Trintignant | Ferrari 750 Monza | 84 laps
2 | PTaruffif]-M Fangio Lancia D24 84 laps Th t
3 | R Manzon/E Castellotti Lancia D24 B2 laps € CUSlomer cars
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R Flower/E Memillen

Porsche 550

66 laps/3rd in Class

Carrera Panamericana (19 November)

Parsche announced that the production 550 would be
available at Le Mans from spring 1955, although, by the
latter part of 1954, the first of the customer cars were
already being completed by Wendler of Reutlingen.

1| U Maglioli Ferrari 375 Plus 17h 40m 265 ':_DF'IFE:IE'E] to E;l:iiel' """_Drks ma':hinE;:E‘-' }:hEhﬂ'arl'lE'
: - - was suitably uprated for private owners (who, havin

2 | PHill/R Ginther LA LLLL . 18h 04m 505 invested a f:ir 5I|:.‘|rn of mnnsy,naturally expected to getg

3 | HHerrmann Porsche 550 19h 32m 33s/1stin few seasons’ racing from their cars), and the aluminium

Class body was also subtly different. The front wing line was

4 | J Juhan Porsche 550 19h 33m 0%s/2nd in more 356-|Ike, with running lights directly beneath the

Class headlamps, while the rear wings were more curvaceous,
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: I:'r;_]:l::tlrlj o ; T hl_’_ljf.‘x.E This lagder chassis {one of the earfier versions) provided the
BT : R basis for the production 550 frame, which was then clothed

.

1 with a lightweight alummnitm body:

e Porscha - Champion of
\ Germarny.
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Huschke von Hansten pictured in 1954 with a 'customer’
550 Spyder. Seres production Type 550 chassis numbers
ran from 5500001 to 5500090,

spare wheel.This helped give the vehicle a very clean, simple, yet
purposeful appearance,
each tipped with a circular taillight assembly. The doors were Weather equipment varied from car to car, with a small
shallower, allowing a deeper sill section, and, apart from the slit  curved racing screen and covered passenger area being the
in the nose for the oil cooler, the only other cocling apertures  norm, together with a faired-in rearview mirror on the drivers
were the two grilles that sat on the hinged rear deck above the  side. A full-width screen and windshield wiper could be specified
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A Wendler-bodied
custorer car.

Tipping the scale at
B00kg (13200, the
production moadels
were roughly 40kg
{8&ih heaviar than

the works machines,
afthough weight
distnbution was as
good as 5050 with a
full tank of fusl, Note
the ‘Spyder’ badge on
the frant fender and
the final rear ight/wing
arrangemaent.

for those events requiring a co-driver,or thera was a taller version
with an inside mirror suitable for road use. There was also a
basic hood to keep the worst of the elements out of the spartan
cockpit.

The Type 547 Carrera engine was employed, with Solex
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carburettors, suitable tuning and a 9.5:1 compression ratio
bringing power up to around 110bhp DIN, and peak torque
a touch above 90Ibft. This was linked to the 356% four-speed
transaxle.enhanced bya choice of ratios,an uprated, hydraulically-
operated clutch, and a ZF limited-slip differential.

Many of the chassis components would have been familiar
ta 356 enthusiasts, including the steering and brakes. The wheels
looked much the same, too, but had an alloy rim attached to the
stea| centres o save waight — an idea later carried over to the
Carrera GT road car It was also interesting to note that regular
500 x 16 crossply rubber was used up front, but wider 525
section tyres were employed for the rear. This was to aid stability,
and would also be adopted on future Porsche road cars.

The officlal designation of this DM 24,600 model was
550/1500R5: the 1500 standing for the engine capacity, and RS
for Rennsport. However, Max Hoffman coined the name Spyder’
and it is this title that has stuck in the public’s mind to this day.
According to factory records, two were sold in 1954, 63 in the
following year,and 13 in 1956.

Opposite: The ‘production’ Type 547 Carrera engine with
Solex carburettors, awaiting fitting of distributor caps. The
shat of the engine being built up on the workbench fabove)
cleany shows the elegant camshaft dnve mechanism. Note
the cooling fins on the exhaust camshaft cover and the mesh
air fiffers.




The engine in situ in the Wenaler body
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he new season brought with it a flood of activity

for Porsche enthusiasts as more of the series-built,

‘production’ Spyders became avallable. Many of the

earlier works cars had also found their way into the hands
of privateers, allowing the Stuttgart marque to be represented,
albeit with widely differing levels of professionalism, in all four
corners of the world.

Competition in 1955

Although 1955 was quite a lean year for the Spyder, with the
factory team staying away to allow privateers a fair crack of the
whip in the majority of events, Guatemnalan-based Jaroslav Juhan
had some fine results with his 550 racer, especially in the Buenos
Ajres 1000km, where he won his Class as he had in 1954, More
significant was the fact that he came fourth overall, beaten only
by specialist Italian cars with far bigger engines.

There was a second in Class (eighth overall) at Sebring in
March in the 12-haour Race, plus a token win in the 1100 categaory
when Paul 0'Shea and Fritz Koster brought home the ex-works
1.1 litre Spyder in 23rd position for a Class win. Other, regular
550s finished in 11th and 14th, although the 1500 Class went to
Bill Lloyd's OSCA.,

Two months later, in the Mille Miglia, there was eighth
overall and a 1500cc Sports Class win for Wolfgang Seidel. On
the following weekend, the Rhine Cup Race at Hockenheim gave
Porsche a one-two-three victory (Von Frankenberg winning,
followed home by Lautenschlager and Jeser). A Porsche Spyder
also took the flag at the Paris 24-hour Race at Montlhery, this
time with Veuillet and Olivier behind the wheel.

At Le Mans in June, a fine performance from Porsche was
overshadowed by the tragic loss of so many lives. The Von
Frankenberg/Polensky 550 Spyder not only won its 1500cc
Class and the Index of Performance, but also came fourth overall
{around 200 miles/320km down on the winning Jaguar D-type).
A 550 entered by Ecurie Belge came fifth, driven by Olivier
Gendebilen (his first Le Mans) and Wolfgang Seidel. Helm Glackler
and Jaroslav Juhan drove a works car to sixth place overall and
two other 550s finished - 13th (firstin the 1100cc Class),and 18th.
Only one Porsche, a private entry fielded by Walter Ringgenberg,
failed to finish,

pontnued page 42
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The sale of 'customer’ 550 Spyders added a great deal of

local colour and glamour to events all aver the warld. The

profferation of these purpose-built racers certainly hefped

solidify Porsche’s image as a maker of sporting machines,

committed to furthering the cause of motorsport. indeed,
the German company has always been an advocate of

advancing technalogy on the track in order to improve fis

road cars.




Walter Ringgenberg and Richard von Frankenberg used an aarly
senes-production Spyder to sel 3 number of Class speed records
at Mantiheny in mid-March. The same car was then dnven south
PRS- and used in the Rallye Sakei-Cannes fust as t had left Panis!

' PORSCHE

BREAKS &
WORLD RECORDS

Wi Eingaaabarg {Lbien 1| esd Bkaed pos | rissiany e e hoad] fuines o Mty ol

E internationale Klassenrekorde

1 O M S TITE S CHRYRETY 0 SO AR SN 1 ST (TELE S
1 W ETRGET AN Y L TOON S N R TRLL S
3 Nitesles ol TOTY At S0 weTd K B Ehadby sl PR et OTELY Y

DUNLEF Bglfes - Sadiogd B9 CHAMPION Gprgws  MAHLE Tolbos wad - Jylindie

British acdvertising released by Castrol after the Ringgenberg/\on
Frankenberg Monthery sortie.

Thea Von Hanstein/
Linge 550 at Sebring.
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Left inset: Poster from An impressive ine of Porsches

the 1955 Milke Migha an route to the haliowed Le
— the fastest m history Mans track. Follawing lhe
spare car we can see the von
Right insetl: The Frankenberg/Polensky machine,
Competifion then the Qlivier/leser Glockiar/
Departrment at Juhan, Veullet/Arkus-Duntav and
Foreche, with cars Gendebieh/Saidel cars, with a
being prapared for the 356 bnnging up the rear. Note the
il-fated 18955 Le Mans brake coolng ducts in the nose
24-haur Race. Ferry of the works cars, as well as the
Faorsche can be seen lack of a rubbing strip (a5 seen on
on the left taking to number 65).
Jjournalists.
Seidel and Gidcker =
in action on the Mille The Class-winning 550 back
Mighia. in Garmany after its Le Mans
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The Nirburgrng plaved host to a 500km race for 1500cc machines on 28 August, Atthough it was won by Jearn Behra's
Maserati, the Porsche margue was well represented, with Von Frankenberg (winner of the sports car race attached to the
Swedish Grand Prix in the same month) taking second place, ahead of a works EMW. The silver car chasing the Spyder is one
of the works EMWs, incidentally powered by a 1.5 litre, twin-cam six rated at 1306hp.

I
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A scene from the TT with (from the leffl Richard vor
Frankenberg, Masten Gregory, Carroll Shelby, Herbert Linge,
Wolfgang Seidel, and Halm Glickier,

Porsches walling for the 1955 Tourist Trophy to start, with the ’ 1 985 ] B
Shelby/Gregory car af the head of the line. Although originally
planned fo be, there was no TT in 1956.
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An interesting picture showing a 550 Spyder beig fown
out fo Caracas for the race held thare on 6 Novembar,
Von Hanstein took elghth place, with Fangio (Maserati)

winning at an average speed of 82mph (1.31kph).

A couple of shots of Richard van Frankenberg's 550 Spyder
at Berfin's AVUS circuit during the 1955 Avusrennen — one
taken before the start, and the other, which shows the faired-
in rear wheels an this special five-speed model, thundaring
around the track’s farmous banking. Held at the end of
Septernber; Von Frankenberg won the event from a pair of
ENWs. The car was then used in a successiul speed record
attempt at Jabbaeke in Belgium,



WorLo SrorTs Car CHAMPIONSHIP

Suenos Alres 1000k {23 January)

1 | Evalientel-M |banegz Ferrari 375 Plus 58 laps
2 | € Majurieta/C Rivera Farrari 375NN 58 laps
3 | R Grandio/! Faraoni Maserati AcGCS 56 laps
4

Juhand) Salas Chaves

Porsche 550

56 lapsSstin Class

Sebring 12-haur Race (13 March]

1 | M Hawthoms/P Waltars Jaguar D-type i 182 laps

2 | B HINM Shelby Farrarl 750 Monza 182 laps

3 | Wapearss Johnston Maserati 3005 I 180 laps

8 | Hwvon Hanstein/H Linge Parsche 550 166 laps/2nd in Class
23 | B O'ShealF Kaster Pariche 550 152 laps/ 14t im Class

Al Mg lea (1 May)

1| 5 Moss/D Jenkinson Mercedes-Eenz 3005LR | 10h 07m 48s
2 [ )-8 Fangic Mercedes-Benz 3005LR | 106h 39m 333
3 | W Maglialifl Monteferrario Farrari 118LM 10h S2m 474

-]

W SeidelfH Glockler

FPorsche 550

12h08m 17515t in Class

3

E LautenschlagarnfR Scholl

Porsche 550

12h 59m 525/3rd in Class

Le Mans 24-hour Race (12 lunieg)

1| M Hawthorm/l Bueb Jaguar D-type 307 laps

2 | P Collins/P Frers Astom Martin DB3S I 302 laps

3 | JClaesid Swvatars Jaguar D-type | 296 laps

4 | Rwon Frankenberg/™ Polensky | Porsche 550 284 laps/1stin Class

5 | & Gendebisn % Ssidel Porsche 550 276 lapsf2nd in Class
& | HGlacklers? Juhan Porsche 550 | 273 laps'3rd in Class
3

A euillet!Z Srkus-Duntow

Porsche 550

245 laps/stin Class

AAC Tourist Trophy {17 September)

i | 5 Mess!J Fitch Mercedes-Benz 3005LR | 84 laps

2 | J-M Fangio/¥ Kling Mercedes-Benz 3005LF | 83 laps

3 | W wvan Tripsf& Simon Mercedes-Benz 3005LR | 82 laps

o | O ShelbywM Gregory Poriche 550 75 lapaslstin Class
12 | W Seidel/H Glackler Porsche 550 74 lapsf2nd in Class
18 | R won Frankenberg/H Linge Porache 550 M0 lapsf3rd in Class

Targa Floro {16 Qctober)

1|5 Me2s/P Calling Mercedes-Benz 3005LR | Ok 43m 142
2 | J-M Fangin/E Kling Mercedes-Benz 3005LR | 9h 47m 555
3 | E Castellotti/R Manzen Ferrar 860 Monza Gh 53m 205
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Many of the things learnt at Le Mans in 1955 were
applied to customer cars soon after the event, such as
brake cooling ducts in the nose, and wider drums to
enhance braking efficiency up front, There was also
a new transmission being tested in the background.
Although it was due to be used at the Murburgring
in August, the Porsche five-speed gearbox ultimately
made its racing debut in the 1955 Tourist Trophy at
Dundrad, which began on 17 September, After Moss
completed 84 laps to take the flag, ninth-placed Carroll
Shelby and Masten Gregory were deemed to have run
away with the 1500cc Class, followed home by two
more Porsches (including the five-speed car of Von
Frankenberg and Linge}. This all-American team did a
lot for the 550 Spyder in the States, but, at over 36500
a time, it remained a car for the serious racer only, or, at
the very least, a well-heeled enthusiast,

The Targa Florio was the last race of the World
Championship season, but only two 550s were on the
entry list = both, for one reason or another, failing to
make the start line, The 550 had proved itself better
on lang, fast circuits, where its reliability and sheer
speed showed through., On the tighter tracks, the
better-handling Lotus and Cooper machines were
definitely ahead in the smaller-engined categories,
with German and lalian competition continuing to
present a challenge on the faster circuits. But Porsche
had something up its corporate sleeve — the 5508 with
a lighter and stronger spaceframe chassis.

The Stuttgart company had not forgotten its roots,
however, despite all this racing activity. Denls Jenkinson,
writing in Motoriport in 1955, said: "Competition is a
byword at the Porsche factory and the Porsche car is a
perfect example of a race-bred one, the 1956 models all
being available with the Carrera engine.”

It’s ironic, in view of its racing successes, that the
death of movie star, James Dean, at the wheel of his 550
Spydergave the modelits greatest public fame. Supplied
with the Spyder from new by John von Meumann, Dean
was on his way to a race in Salinas, in September 1955,
when he collided head on with an oncoming vehicle,

Maving to better premises In Werk | at the end
of 1955, the racing shop was separate from the
main assembly hall, and, while Baron Fritz Huscke
von Hanstein continued as Porsche’s Racing Team
Manager, and Wilhelm Hild was the undisputed head
of the Competition Department, for a pericd, drivers
were engaged race-by-race, However, it was already a
professional cutht, further enhanced by the arrival of a
new racing model ...
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& Mans was struck frem the World Championship calendar

in response to the 1955 disaster. There was no lenger a

Jaguar factory team, and Mercedes-Benz was relying on

privateers for representation. [t could so easily have been
a dull year, but competition was just as fierce, with the works
Astons fighting Ecurie Ecosse Jaguars and the might of Ferrari
and Maseratl. In the smaller-engined categories, Alfa Romeo
posed a new threat to the dominance of Porsche 356s, although
the Spyders were generally proving hard to catch.

The 1956 seascn began disappointingly, as both 550s failed
ta finish in Argentina. The 1500 Class was won by an interesting
combination of a Maserati 1505 driven by Alejandro de Tomaso
— the future car manufacturer coming in fourth behind a who's
who of 1950s GP racers.

There was a far more satisfactory result for Porsche fans at
Sebring, the works Herrmann/Von Trips 550 coming sixth overall
and comfortably taking the top slot in the Index of Performance.
Jack McAfee and Peter Lovely were threa laps down in a private
550, while third in Class was secured by a second factory-entered
550, Only one 550 retired - that piloted by Ed Crawford and
Herbert Linge. Back in Stuttgart, though, a revised model was
already being prepared ...

The 550A

Porsche has always enjoyed a reputation of slowly refining its
productsover many years, butthings move fastin the racing world,
and, to stay ahead, it is vital to keep pace with the competition.
In spring 1956, the Wendler-bodied 550A was introduced. Gone
was the ladder chassis of the old Spyder, replaced by a lighter
but substantially stiffer spaceframe, which incorporated a low-
pivot swing axle rear suspension like that of the Mercedes that
improved the 550A% handling no end.

The spaceframe was designed by Leopold Schmid, and was
very similar to the frame used on Porsche Number One. The 550%
ladder frame had been a case of making the most of limited
resources, and going with a proven design saved a lot of time
and money. With the new Porsche competition shop up and
running, and a hard-won reputation to uphold, it made a great
deal of sense to make this investment: after all, a rigid chassis
is the foundation for a superior racing car, and it would allow
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A beautiil pubiicity shot of the 550 autside Werk | in 1856,
Quick? Far sura. In an era when Morrds Minor advertising
was proualy boasting a 100 per cent improvermeant i
goceleration, brngmg the 0-60 dash down to 28 seconds,
independeant tests showed the 550 would dismiss the same
yvardstick in around 7.5 seconds. However, fime was running
out for the original Spyder ...

pragress in other areas that could just as easily be applied to the
company’s road vehicles.

The body looked much the same at first glance, but, mainly
to save weight, the hinged back was dropped in favour of a
fixed panel with louvred inspection hatches behind each door,
allowing routine maintenance away from the garage. Smaller
lighting units, front and rear, and repositioning of the two
grilles on the back of the car also acted as handy distinguishing
features, whilst closer inspection revealed a more aerodynamic
nose profile.



Acfion from Sebring
it 1958, This is the
- MeAfes/Lovely car,
,.__.____ by the way.

Two rather
artistic views
of the new |
5504. While

the “‘customer’

55605 had

lipped the |
scale at 600kg |
{13208, at
Just 530kg |
(11658) dry

e —

' ' the 550A was even lighter

than the old works machines.
Senes-production 55045 wera g
- fightweaight 570kg {1225/B),

The works Hermmann/Von Trips 550 on ifs
way to sixth overall in sunny Florida.
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The 1.5 litre Type 54773 power unit, with its raelocated
distnbutors easy to spot in this picture. The latest engines
had 12-volt efectrical systems nstead of the former G-volt

glecincs. By the end of the 1956 season, this air-cooled
jeweal was readily developing 1358hp at 7200vom.

Legendary racer, Hans Hermmmann, trying the Speedster for
sire, with Emst Fuhrmann (standing on the right) boking on.
Fuhmann, creator of the Carrera engine, kaff Porsche shortly
after this piclure was taken, but retumed in fater years fo
assume evean greatar responsibility:

A rise in the compression ratio and a new distributor drive
mechanism brought about the Type 547/2 designation {quickly
changed to 547/3 specification), and an extra 10bhp or so for
the updated racing version of the Carrera engine. With Weber
carburettors on both works and customer units, they were
initially rated at 125bhp DIN,and delivered a maximum of 107]bft
of torque an equally long way up the rev-range. The recently
introduced five-speed gearbox — with a low first for quicker
starts - was fitted as standard on the 550As, benefiting from an
improved linkage.

At the same time, fuel tank capacity was increased via an
optional side-mounted tank (good for endurance races), and
a great deal of fine-tuning was done to the front suspension
(the rear set-up was completely new, of course), braking and
steering systems. The 550A continued to employ the old 1500RS
designation as a suffix, presumably to confuse historians!
Thankfully, many contemporary race reports called the car the
R5 - a moniker that would be used with pride by Porsche for
many years to come.
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rhe first 5504 baeihg rolied out of the workshops baeforg a
few finishing touches were added to the body It was then
sent to Italy in an unpaintted state ready for the Mille Miglia.
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The hdilla Migla car was handled by Von Trips (seen here) and hMaglioll at the Narburgring 1000km Race. It was joined by a
sister car in Germany, which lacked the carbureftor vents of the first 5504 - a feature that was only seen on this car and a
handiul of works machings, and never adopted on ‘customer” vehicles.

Two shots of the Le Mans coupés: one during build-up, and the other freshly completed. The roof-mounted lights were
used to identify the cars at hight, No more coupés were built after these, which were converted fo open roadsters after the
French classic.
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The 5504 coupé that Von Frankenberg and Von Trips took
to fifth place (first in Class) in the 18956 Le Mans 24-hour
Race. Atthough not a World Champianship round, the
event’s draw and importance was just as strong for sports
Car Makers.

The Mille Miglia & beyond

The 1956 Mille Miglia (which started on 28 April) marked the
debut of the 135bhp 550A, with Hans Herrmann teamed up with
Werner Enz in the main factory entry which, sadly, was to retire.
In fact, it was a poor showing generally by Porsches previous
standards in the event. Giovanni Bracco had brake trouble in the
other works-supported car {a regular 550), caused, it seems, by
the wet weather, and it was left to privateers to uphold Stuttgart
honour. Fortunately, the hoards of 356 drivers did a good job in
the GT category to save some face,

Wolfgang von Trips and Umberto Maglioli drove to fourth
overall (and a Class win) in the Nirburgring 1000km Race, held in
May, with Hans Herrmann and Richard von Frankenberg sixth in
another 550A. The infamous Michael May winged car was at this
event, and it was actually Von Hanstein who protested and had
it disqualified (it was also rejected at Monza), May'’s Porsche was
faster than the works machines, but, amazingly, no-one followed
up this brilliant piece of aerodymanics until more than a decade
later. There was another interesting aside, too: EMW had gone,
replaced by the AWE marque.Whatever name these East German
machines went under, though, their existence was to be limited;
Borgward's racing efforts had already slipped into the history
books.
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Vion Trips in action af the Norburgring in August 1956. As if
happens, Herrmann won the event in another 5504,

For the 1956 Targa Florio,only one 550A — the first car, hastily
painted white — was sent to Sicily, together with Huschke von
Hanstein (who was available as a second driver if needed), and
two mechanics. The event, which, unfortunately, did not count
toward the World Championship, was won outright by Umberto
Maglioli in the 5504 (at 56.8Bmph/90.9kph). Maglioli had given
Porsche its first taste of victory on the Targa Florio, and would go
on to compete in a total of 19 Targas between 1948 and 1970,
Only one man in the history of the race bettered that distinction
- Mantia Sergic, who began his campaign in 1920. For the
Stuttgart concern, it was final proof that the little Spyders were
capable of competing well above their Class, with overall wins far
from out of the question.Indeed, the classic Targa was to become
something of a happy hunting ground for Porsche drivers in the
years that followed.

At Le Mans, which started on 28 lJuly, apart from the
Vioan FrankenbergMNon Trips 550A (with a coupe body as full
windscreens were required) which took fifth overall the Stuttgart
concern had only ane other finisher out of six entries,and this was
a 356A. The weather could be blamed for the poor results, but
the reality was that the other 5504 (handled by the Herrmann/
Maglioli pairing) had piston trouble, and the two earlier 550
Spyders also succumbed to mechanical problems.

Other 1956 races on French soil included the Paris 1000km
Race, held at Montlhéry in June, in which the company gained
a Class victory, and there was a Porsche aone-twa in the Reims



12-hour event later in the month. Indeed,
the Von Frankenberg/Storez  pairing
managed to cross the line at a winning
speed of 164.6mph (263 .4kph), just 14mph
(22kph) slower than the D-type Jaguar that
won the race for sports cars with unlimited
engine sizes the following day,

While Porsche took the flag in the
sports car race attached to the German
Grand Prix at the Nirburgring, it was the
event held during Swedish Grand Prix
weekend in Kristianstaad that provided
the final round of the World Championship.
Richard won Frankenberg and William Buff
won their Class in the latters 550, with
mare private Spyders bringing up the rear.
Only 14 cars completed the race!

Specials
Wim Pall, the son of the VW dealer from
Hilversum in Holland, was a real Porsche
fanatic, and very successful in racing. As
well as competing with a 356 Carrera, in
1956 he had the ‘Poll-Platje Spyder’ built.
Initially, it was fitted with a 13005 engline,
but Poll was |ater offered a 1.6 litre engine

Custormer
cars began

to become
avaiable at the
and of 1956,
A tofal of 14
were built in
the first vear,
Most coming
with the faired-
i headrest
sean here, with
23 folfowing in
1857, Chassis
numibers

ran from
S5Q40107 o
55040744,
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Woffgang von Tnps.

WonrLo Sports Car CHAMPIONSHIP

Buenos Aires 1000km (29 January)

1 , 5 Moss/C Menditeguy | Maserati 3005 1106 laps

2 | 0 Gendebien/P Hill Ferrari 8575 | 104 laps

3| JBehra/F Gonzalez | Maserati 3005 | 101 laps
Sebring ) 2-hour Raee {26 March)

1 | J-M Fangio/E Castellotti | Ferrari 860 Monza | 194 laps

L Musso/H Schell Ferrari 860 Monza | 192 laps

| B Sweikert/) Ensley ' Jaguar D-type ' 188 laps

J Mchfea/P Lavely

. FPorsche 550
Parsche 550

| 182 laps/1stin Class
179 la psf2nd in Class

2
3
& | HHerrmann/W van Trips
7
4

M Marshallf) Brundage

| Porsche 550

| 158 laps/3rd in Class

ille Miglia (29 April)

1 | E Castellatti Ferrari 200MM [11h 37m 10s
2 | P Collins/L Klementaskl Ferrari 860 Monza | 11h 45m 28s
3| L Musso Ferrari 860 Maonza | 12h 11m 495

Parsche 550

' 15h 20rm 385/3rd In Class

Mirburgring 1000km (27 May)

1 | P TaruffifH Schell | Maserati 3005 | 7h 43m 54s
J-M Fangio/E Castellotti Ferrari 860 Monza | 7h44m 20z
P Hill/A de Portago Ferrari 290MM | 7h 53m 555

! 8h 01m 455/15t in Class
| 8h 06m 10s/2nd in Class
[ 8h 50m 37515t in Class

2

3

4 | W ven Trips/U Maglicli | Porsche 5508
& | H Herrmann/R von Frankenberg | Porsche 5504/
13 | F Kretschmann/s Liebl | Porsche 550

1 | P Hill/M Trintignant

2| P Callins/W von Trips

3 | A de Portago/M Hawthorn
8 | R von Frankenberg/W Buff
11 | W Seidel/P Nocker

Ferrari 290MM [ 153 laps

Ferrari 290MM | 153 laps
| Ferrari 850 Monza | 152 laps

Forsche 550 | 138 laps/1stin Class
| Porsche 550 134 laps/3rd in Class

from the waorks, enabling him to take his National Championship on a number of
occasions.

The Hirondelle Spyder was built a year after the Poll-Platje Spyder by Henke
van Zalinge, powerad by a 1.6 litre version of the Carrera engine (later replaced by
a Super 90 unit). The car was raced in Van Zalinge's native Holland for around five
years, recording a number of successes at national level,

Meanwhile, lan Frazer-Jones raced a Porsche 15005-powered Cooper in South
Africa during the mid-1950s, Another famous car was the 'Pooper’of Peter Lovely (a
Volkswagen dealer in Seattle). Seen regularly on the American circuits (and winning
a number of SCCA events along the way), this was a modified Cooper machine
fitted with a 15005 engine and a streamlined body. John ven Neumann also had a
Cooper with a Porsche engine, as did fellow American Gordon Lipe.

Closer to home, the one-off Type 645 served as a prototype far the Porsche



The Tvpe 645, or ‘Mickey Mouse” as if was
known, which featured a unique suspension, an
oll cooler integrated in the body, and magnesium
alfoy panels. It was destroved in an accident on
16 September, only a couple of manths after its
clabirt.

718 series. The short-wheelbase 645's first race was at
Solitude in July 1956, where it came fourth, despite a
number of problems. Its second outing, at the Berlin
Grand Prix in September, was to be its last, as it veered
off the circuit on the notorous AVUS banking and was
destroyed in a ball of flames. Fortunately, Richard von
Frankenberg was thrown free beforehand, counting
himselflucky to be alive.Von Frankenberg called the car
‘Mickey Mouse’ because he said it perfectly described
the handling and braking! However, valuable lessons
were learnt, thanks to the cars unigue body and
suspensicn designs ...
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ith no factory team, Jaroslav Juhan was the best

Porsche finisher in Buenos Aires, As it happens, it

was a poor showing for the Stuttgart maker, as only

three 550As were entered, with one coming last and
the remaining vehicle succumbing to gearbox maladies, At least
Porsche was well represented at Sebring in March, with a Class
one-twa for private 550As, which certainly made up for the loss
of the works-supported Herrmann/McAfee car towards the end
of the race.

As the Mille Miglia approached, beginning 12 May 1957,
the previous year's winner, Eugenio Castellotti, was killed whilst
testing at Modena, and never got the chance to repeat his 1956
feat. Maglioli took fifth overall with a 550A (only 47 minutes
behind the winning Ferrarl of Taruffi), and a Class win in the
1500cc Sports category. In addition, the 356 of Strahle/Linge
came away with a Class win in the 1600cc GT listing, driving
one of dozens of 3565 on the event. Unfortunately, more deaths
an this classic race sealed Its fate, and it never did return to the
international calendar.

It was about this time that Edgar Barth, the fast AWE
{(EMW) man, joined the Porsche camp, making his debut at
the Mdrburgring 1000km Race. The Monza record car (a 356
Speedster) was there, as was a new Porsche racer - the 718 RSK
prototype, which was brought out for the practice session to

give the public [ts first glimpse of the car. In the race itself, there
was a Class win for Maglicli and Barth, the result justifying Von
Hansteins enthusiasm for his new driver. Barth would go on
to be an important figure in the development of the Stuttgart
company, his son, Jurgen, carrying on the family tradition In later

years.

The 718 RSK
Work on the Type 718 prototype began during the winter of
1956, in the lull before the 1957 season. Built around a modified
5504 (R5) spaceframe, it featured a new front suspension, and
revised steering and braking systems, the latter incorparating
larger front drums with elegant fins to dissipate heat in a more
efficient manner. A novel idea was to integrate the oil cooler

Cockpit and
view through
the offside
inspection
hatch of
a frashily
completed
550A. The
two hatches,
orte on each
side, altbowed
access lo the
off resernvoir
(sean harg)
and Weber
twirn-choke
carbureftors,
with the
electrical
system vaguely
accessible for
doubla-jointed
BNgIreers ...
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550A's engine
and chassis
componentis.
The detail shot
af the front
suspension
Is particularly
mrerea:nrw
as it shows
the attention
Forschea
EFTIrEers
paid to alf
aspects of the
vehicle — the
fins for brake
drurm cooling,
for instance,
colld readily
be classed as
mdustrial art.




The 718 RSK making its debut at the Nirburgring on 26 May 1957. The car
was notf raced, but , during practice fwhere it ran as a T-car), it was tesfed
extansivaly on this demanding course by Umberto Magioll and Arthur
Rosanharmrmer.

Sting in the
tail of a 5504

spotted
at the

MNurburgnng.

The
NMagliof
Earth 550A

leading

the De

Beaufort!

Lieh! car in
| Germany.




The 718 RSK prototype af Le Mans in 1957 before an
accident qguickly extinguished its challenge. MNote the
fins on the fail fitted for the French classic, while various
configurations were Iried for the screan.

into the underside of the front compartment lid, thus giving the
stylists more freedom with nose design. The new spaceframe
and changes to the vehicle’s cooling and suspension allowed
Wilhelm Hild and his men to reduce the cars cowl height by
120mm (4.7in), and also make a lighter yet more rigid structure
ta allow engineers to provide drivers with an accurate chassis
set-up and ensure consistent handling. It was at this point that
the new Porsche racer became known as the RSK.

From a styling point of view, the 718 RSK followed 645
practice, with a lower, more rounded nose that looked distinctly
exotic with its faired-in headlights, combined with a curved tail
that sloped steeply downward over the exhaust system,although
overhang was reduced at both front and rear compared to the
infamous 'Mickey Mouse' car. The body was crafted mainly in
aluminium, with only the front lid in steel. As with the 550 series,
wheelbase was kept at 2100mm (82.7in), while the track was
1290mm (50.8in) up front, and 1250mm (49.2in) at the rear.

Like the 550A, engine access was via inspection hatches to
each side (with four louvres initially, increased to five for cars
built in 1958) for miner, routine jobs, otherwise the rear panel
(with its distinctive hump to clear the 547/3 power unit, and a
pair of grilles at the back to draw air into the engine bay) had
to be removed as a formed section. Inside, the cockpit was far
tighter than before, and the dashbeoard lost its speedometer,
proving that the car was never really meant for fast road use - it
wasa pure racer with everything pared ta the bare minimum.

The season continues

At the 1957 Le Mans 24-hour Race, out of six starters only one
Porsche finished, and that was a private entry. Driven by Ed Hugus
and Count de Beaufort, the 550A came in in eighth place and
won the 1500cc Class. The only other paint of interast was the
appearance of the 718 R5K (chassis 718-001), driven by Umberto
Maglioli and Edgar Barth. The car, being 12kg (261b) lighter and
having larger brakes than the 550A, was said to be very quick
before it retired halfway through this classic race,

Meanwhile, the smattering of Spyders seen in Sweden were
unable to compete in the 1000km event, which counted as the

Claude Storez being chased by a Ferrari at Le Mans & 1957,
The little Porsche ran out of fuel close to the end, but at least
Ed Hugus' prvate entry took Class honours for the Stuttgart
mangue.




sixth round of the World Championship. Interestingly, though,
the week before, Porsche decided to enter three 5504z in the
German GP held at the Ndrburgring. The Spyders looked odd in
amaongst proper Formula One machines, but came away with a
Formula Two victory, nonetheless.

Cancellation of the Tourist Trophy in September meantalong
haul to Caracas for the final event in the World Championship
calendar.Von Hanstein and Barth took a 1.6 litre 550A to a highly
respectable fifth place, trailing anly bigger-engined Ferraris, and
beating some tough competition along the way. Regular 550As
gave the Stuttgart marque plenty of reasons to be cheerful, too.
However, apart from a single appearance in the 1958 season
opener, this was to be the last year for the works 5504s.

‘ The Ed Hugus 550A at the end of its Franch excursion.

Defightfl period shots of 5505 beng prepared and raced in
the States. The racing picture shows Ken Miles holding off a
flaserall.



Ken Miles again, this time campaigning a 5504 af Sanfa
Barbara, California.

WorLD Srorts CAR CHAMPIONSHIP

Buenos Aires T000km {20 January)

1 | M Gregory/E Castellotti/L Musso | Ferrari 2908M 58 laps

2 | JBehra/C Menditeguyw/s Moss Maserati 3005 98 laps

3| Ade Partago Ferrari 2908 M 98 laps

& | J Juhan/A von Dory Porsche 5508 86 laps/2nd in Class
12 | C Delfosse/E Tornquist __| Porsche 550A 65 laps/3rd in Class

_EEIJF-IHE 12-hour Race {24 March)

1| J-M Fangio/] Behra Maserati 4505 197 laps
2| 5 Moss/H Schell Maserati 3005 195 laps
3 [ M Hawthorn/l Bueb Jaguar D-type 193 laps
8 | ABunker/fCWallace Porsche 5504 1B5 laps/1st in Class
9 | P Kunstle/K Miles Porsche 5508 184 lapsi2nd in Class

Mille Miglia (12 May)

1 | P Taruffi Ferrari 3155 10h 27m 47s

2 | Wwvan Trips Ferrari 3135 10h 30m 48s

3 | O Gendebien/) Wascher Ferrari 2500GT 10h 35m 53s

5 | U Maglioli Porsche 550A 11h 14m 07 s/ 1st in Class

11 | H Schiller Porsche 5504 11h 54m 24s/2nd in Class

27 | Hvon Saucken/G Blalas Porsche 550 12h 54m 05s/3rd in Class
Niirburgring 1000km {26 May)

1 | T Brooks/N Cunningham-Reid Aston Martin DBR1 | 7h 33m 38s

2 | P Collins/O Gendebien Ferrari 3355 7h37m 52s

3 | M Hawthorn/M Trintignant Ferrari 3155 7h 39m 27s

continwed over ...

This 1000km race handed Ferrari the title, but, with a three-
litre limit set for sports-racers for 1958, this promised some good,
close racing across all the Classes. As a result, as 1957 drew to a
close, Wilhelm Hild concentrated on preparing the 718 RSK as a
works car for the following season,

The experimental front suspension was dispensed with, Hild
reverting to a 550A-type design to improve high speed stability,
while the rear suspension was revised completely to resemble
that found on the racing Mercedes of the pericd, doing away
with torsion bars in favour of a pair of Watts linkages and coil
springs. A new transaxle was introduced at the same time, as well
asnew driveshafts, mated, asalways, to a four-cam Carrera engine.
Bigger Weber carburettors resulted in an increase in power, the

1.5 litre 547/3 now delivering 142bhp, along
with 108Ibft of torque. Experiments had been
carried out with Jet Coocling’ (introduced by
Fletcher Aviation on its Jeep) as a possible
replacement for the power-sapping, dual-
entry fan, but it was not adopted, mainly
because of space and noise considerations.

The European Hillclimb
hampionship
The European Hillclimb Championship was
revived in 1957, with a maximum engine
capacity of two litres. Porsche used the
championship to test bigger engines based
an the Type 547 in preparation for the RSK. At
the first round on Mont Ventoux, Barth and
Maglioli competad in a 1.5 litre Spyder. In the
second round at Freiburg, a 1.6 Spyder was
seen for the first time with improved torgque
and 148bhp on tap (thanks to an increase
in the bore measurement, up from 85mm
to 87.5mm, giving a larger 1587cc capacity),
while Gino Munaron drove the 7138 prototype.
This unit (knewn as the 547/4) was followed
by the 547/5, which took the bore out to
90mm ta give 1679cc. Making its debut at the
fourth round of the series, at Lenzerheide in
Switzerland, was a 1.7 Spyder forVon Trips and
the prototype RSK for Von Frankenberg. These
power units would later appear in a number
of works'-backed machines in various events,
The hillclimb championship was ultimately
won by a Maserati driver in 1957, leaving Von
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WorLo Seorts Car CHAMPIONSHIP

4 | U Maglioli/E Barth

7 Rvon Frankenberg/H Schulze

12 H schillerfa Heuherger

| Porsche 550A
| Porsche 5504

Parsche 5504

7h 47m 17s/1stin Class
7h 56m 555/2nd in Class
2 laps down/3rd in Class

Le Mans 24-hour Race [23 June)

1| | Bueb/R Flockhart Jaguar D-type 327 laps
2| N sandersond) Lawrence Jaguar D-type 319 laps
3 | JLucas/lean-Marie' Jaguar D-type 317 laps

8 | EHugus/C G de Beaufort

; Ewed'l:aiﬁ GP(1 l" Bugust)

| Porsche 5504

286 laps/istin Class

1| JBehra/s Moss Maserati 4505 145 |aps
2 | P HillfP Collins Ferrari 3355 144 laps
1 JBannier/G Scarlatti Mazerati 3005 138 laps
Venezuelan GP (3 November] :
1 | P Hill/P Collins  Ferrari 3355 101 laps
' L Musso/M Hawthorn  Ferrari 3355 100 |laps
W von Trips/W Seidel Ferrari 250TR 99 |laps
Forsche 5504 91 laps/1stin Class

E Hugus/E Crawford

Parsche 5504

90 lapsfistin Class

2
3
5 | H von Hanstein/E Barth
T
0

B Bunker/C G de Beaufort

Parsche 5504

B8 laps/2nd in Class

Waolfgang von Tnps on the Lenzerheide hillclimb, where he tested the 1.7 litre
Carrera engie, and beal Von Frankenberg to give Porsche a one-two finish.

=8

Edgar Barth (on the bridge) in the
German Grand Prix at the Nuirburgring,
with the private F1 Maserali of Hans
Harrmann in his sights, and Roy
Savador’'s F2 Cooper bahind, The
Formufa 'wo category was won by
Barth, beating a Cooper into second
place, before De Beaufort came home
w1 a second Forsche to complete the F2
podium on a scorching hot day.




Trips with only a silver medal to show for his two wins out of
six events. Herrmann was third, but, by now, was representing
Borgward in this exciting motorsport arena.

The F2 campaign

Formula Twao also returned in 1957 after a couple of seasons
in the wilderness, though there was no officially recognized
championship anywhere other than in Britain. New regulations
dictated that 1.5 litre NA engines running on pump fuel would
form the basis for the Formula Two cars of 1957, Von Hanstein
considered that the RSK would be suitable (it actually needed
very little modification), and entered Porsche for the 1957 Reims
F2 race, held in July.

Unfortunately, the RSK never made it to Reims, as it was
damaged by Umberto Maglioli at Le Mans three weeks earlier
after hitting Tony Brooks' Aston Martin;in any case,it was deemed

to need further modifications to make it more competitive
- it was used in hillclimb events only for the rest of the season.
Instead, Christian Goethals was left to represent the marque by
entering a privately-owned 550 Spyder (unlike F1, open wheels
were not required by F2 regulations). After qualifying eighth, he
moved up three places to finish fifth overall in the race,

Two 550A Spyders were entered by the works for the
Murburgring Grand Prix event, driven by Maglioli and Edgar
Barth. The latter - despite being relatively new in the Porsche
camp the was still contracted to Borgward at the time) - took
advantage of his knowledge of the course and won the F2 Class
by a full lap. Count Carel Godin de Beaufort took third in Class in
his private 550A Spyder, whilst Maglioli falled to finish. Maglioli
was badly injured in a car crash shortly after, bringing his season
to an end.

Carel de Beaufort.

Ricardo Rodriguez.
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1958 ™

An interssting aovert placed

irt the February 1958 issue
of Motorsport by Frazer-
MNash in the UK.

n January 1958, Stirling Moss and Jean Behra came third
overall (first in Class) in the Buenos Aires 1000km Race. Moss
should have driven a Maserati, but the car was damaged
before the race, so Von Hanstein stepped aside and offered
himadrive ina 1.6 litre 550A. Barth also won his Class in a regular
550A. It was the last time that the company relied solely on the
old model, as, by early 1958, the definitive /18 R5K had arrived. Class honours), which did
Porsche's reputation in the
The RSK era States no harm at all,

Atthe 1958 Sebring 12-hour event,the Schell/Seidel| pairing came Jean Behra and Giorgio
third overall in their 718 R5K, just seven laps down on the winners, 5Scarlatti came second on
while the 1.6 litre Behra/Barth works machine was sidelined with  the Targa Florio, winning
gearbox problems, The 356A Carrera of Von Hanstein and Linge  their Class in the process.

put up an unbelievable performance to take tenth overall (and They used a finned 1.5 litre
718 R5K; fins had first been

seen at Le Mans in 1957,
NB~H, perty

Stirling Moss getting to grips with the 5504 in Argentina. ‘ and, while some drivers e 58 A% o e £
0T DTS e e B




One of the works HS5Ks at Sebring. |
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Behra finished the Targa in second place on his first attempt at o g soa. 3} - .‘;;._'ﬂ"
this Siciian classic, One magazine called it a moral victory for . -

Parsche.

Ricardo Rodriguez in action at Avandaro in his native
Mexioo.




Postar raleased
'l"'_L N after the 1958
- ’ Targa Florio,
.r:.' I which also
p‘ et _ makes the most
_ of Porsche's
N siCoess in
the European
Hiliclirmb
Championship,

swore by them, others swore at them! Only 15 cars managed
to finish, Scarlattl joining Barth in his works 550A - one of mare
than 20 entries that failed to be classified in the end.

The MNdrburgring hosted the fourth round of the Warld
Championship, but the finned Behra/Barth RSK dropped a valve,
s Barth joined Von Frankenberg and De Beaufort in the closing
stages to help push their 550A into sixth overall, one place ahead
of the Schell/Frere RSK.

At the 1958 Le Mans 24-hour Race, Behra and Herrmann
took their 1.6 litre 718 RSK to third place overall and victory in
the twao-litre Class - the sister car was the only Porsche to retire.
The 1.5 litre 718 RSK of Edgar Barth and Paul Frere came fourth
- again, first in Class — whilst the two 550As entered took fifth
and tenth places. By the way, the mysterious Franc'who appears

Ah accident with the third RSK forced Porsche to use a
5504 at the Nirburgring, but this actually finished ahead of
the anly ASK left in the running — the other dropped out wilth
aengine trouble. Fins were found fo be a necessify on the
RSK at this demanding German circull, but were hardly seen
during the remainder of the season. Note the new access
panel, resembling that used on the very first 550s.

g,

=

The 5504 that did so well at the Nirburgring, with Linge,
Stratile and Von Frankenberg inspecting mernentos from the
TOD0KM epic.
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A works RSK at Le Mans in 1958, Thig is the 1.6 car that
Behra and Herrmann took fo third place aoverall,

The Behra/Barth RSK in action during the Tourist Trophy race.

A minor race at Zeftweg Airfield in Austria, August 7958, Emst
Viogel is nearesf the camera i a 5504, with Edgar Barth (in the
midatel, and Jean Behra driving the 718 R5Ks, The event was
waon by Von Thps, also driving a Porsche, with Behra second
and Barth third.

in the results table later on, was an alias used by racer Jacques
Dewez.

The Tourist Trophy returned to finish off the season, but
this time the historic event was held at the Goodwood circuit in
southern England, Only two Porsches were entered, so their one-
two in Class was a notable achievement - almost as impressive
as the third place the Stuttgart marque garnered after all the

Dashboard of Barth's RSK that he used for the Freiburg-
Schauinsiand hitelimb dn Judy:




WoRrLD SrorTs Car CHAMPIONSHIP
Buenos Alres 1000km {26 January)

1 | P Hill/P Collins Ferrari 250TR 106 |laps

2 | W von Trips/0 Gendebien Ferrari 250TR 106 laps

3 | S Moss/] Behra Porsche S50/ 106 laps/1st in Class

5 | E Barth/R Mieres Porsche 5504 99 Iaps.ﬂ:t in Class
10 | H Wiesse/) Juhan Porsche S50 94 laps/3rd in Class

Sebring 12-hour Race (22 March)

1 | P Hill/P Collins Ferrari 250TR 200 laps
2 | L Musso/O Gendebien Ferrari 250TR 199 laps
3| HSchell/W Seidel Porsche 718 RSK__ | 193 laps/1stin Class
25 | Cwallace/B Holbert Forsche 5504 153 laps/2nd in Class
Targa Flario (11 May]
1 | L Musso/ O Gendebien Ferrari 250TR 10h 37m 58z
2 | ) Behra/G Scarlatti Porsche 718 RSK 10h 43m 38s/1stin Class .
3 | Wvon Trips/M Hawthorn Ferrari 250TR 10h 44m 295 Von Trips at the Gaisberg hillefimb in August,
Nofe the auxiliary ol cooler arrangement of the
Nirburgring 1000km (1 June] warks cars, with a scoop under the door taking
1|5 Moss/] Brabham Aston Martin DER1 | 7h 23m 33s air fo the coolar, while warmn air was directed
2 | M Hawthorn/P Collins Ferrari 250TR 7h 27m 17s through the duct just in front of the wheel,
3 | Wven Trips/O Gendebien Ferrari 230TR 7h33m15s
& | R von Frankenberg/ Porsche 5504 3 laps down/1st in Class
C G de Beaufort
- 7 I:l-E;E_IFF’_F_r;m Porsche 718 BSEK 3 laps down/2nd in Class

Le Mans l-li-hnur Race -{31 June)

1| P HIll/Q Gendebien Ferrari 250TR 305 laps

2 | GWhitehead/P Whitehead | Aston Martin DB35 | 293 |aps

3 | J Behra/H Herrmann Porsche 718 RSK 291 laps/istin Class

4 | P Frere/E Barth Porsche 718 RSK 290 |laps/istin Class

5 | C G de Beaufort/H Linge Porsche 550A 288 laps/2nd in Class
10 | J Kerguen/'Franc' Porsche 5508 254 laps/3rd in Class

Tourist Trophy (13 September)

1|5 Moss/T Brooks _| Aston Martin DER1 | 148 laps
2 | B Salvadori/) Brabham Aston Martin DBRT | 148 laps

3 [ CShelby/s Lewis-Evans Aston Martin DER1 | 148 |aps
4 | 1 BehrafE Barth Porsche 718 BSK 144 laps/1stin Class
B | CGde Beaufort/CHelns | Porsche 5504 135 laps/2nd in Class

Behra attacking the mountain at
Oifon-Vitars = the final round of
the hifchmbing seasan for the
big-name dnvers.
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year'’s points were added together. Porsche was beaten only by
Ferrari and Aston Martin, both makers using machinery with far
greater engine capacities.

Of the non-championship sports car races, Behra, who
was later declared German Sports Car Champion (1500 Class),
wan the three-hour event at Rouen in June, the race attached
to the German Grand Prix in the first week of August, and the
Avusrennen in September. Christian Heins and Paul Strahle won
the Messina 10-hour Race in Sicily, and there was a Porsche one-
two-three at Zeltweg.

Count Wolfgang Berghe von Trips started racing private
Porsches before moving up to a works drive. Born in 1928, his
promising career was cut short in 19671 when his Ferrari F1 car
crashed - he died,taking 14 spectators with him.Howewver,during
1958, when entrants were restricted to 1.5 litre machines, he won
three of the six hillclimbs in the series outright for Porsche, and
was duly declared Eurapean Hillclimb Champion.

The F2 programme

As early as 1953, Ferry Porsche had hinted that Porsche might
become invelved with Grand Prix racing. In October 1958, the C5
announced that Fermula One would run with 1.5 litre cars with a
rninimum weight of 500kg (1100Ib) for 1961. Maturally, this suited
Parsche down to the ground, as the engine size was already at
its production capacity and the weight would not present any
prablems.

In the meantime, Porsche continued to field the RSK in
Formula Two races, For the 1958 event at Reims, Von Hanstein
entered the ex-Barth/Frere RSK that had won its Class at Le Mans.
It featured an updated rear suspension, and a central driving seat
and steering wheel. With tail fins, an aluminium tonneau cover
topped by a wraparound screen, a fresh panel over the engine,
and rear wheel spats, it was extremely aerodynamic and, in order
to save weight, the spare wheel and lights had been removed.
Jean Behra drove the car and won quite easily from Peter Caollins
in a Ferrari Dino 156, with one of the ubiguitous Coopers coming
home in third.

The carwasoutagain (albeitslightly modified) for the German
Grand Prix at the Mdrburgring, with Barth taking it to sixth overall
and second in Class after qualifying it (minus tail fins and wheel
spats) in the middle of the wide fourth row. It stayed in Germany
for the Berlin Grand Prix at AVUS, held in late September. Masten
Gregory drove the machine on this occasion, winning his heat,
and then went on to win the F2 Class. The fastest time recorded at
the event was, somewhat ironically, that set by Jean Behra in his
rather more standard RSK (1h 36m 02s against the American’s 1h
36m 52sl) As such, the Frenchman won the race overall, despite
having what should have been an inferior mount!
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Various views of the RSK in central-seat F2 guise. It was sometimes
seen with wheel spats, added to smoath airflow over the rear wheels.
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orgward officially withdrew from racing in the early
part of 1959, so Porsche won the European Hillclimb
Championship easily through ex-Borgward star Edgar
Barth, who took three overall victories in five rounds
ta clinch the title, with other Porsche exponents second and
third. Apart from Barth, Borgward also had Jo Bonnier and Hans
Herrmann in the 1958 team, but the company was in serious
financial trouble and soon afterward was sold to the government.
Bonnier followed Barth's lead and joined the Stuttgart maker,
while Herrmann alsc became involved with Porsche, although, in
his case, it was more like a return home after a brief excursion. The
German would have a full season with Porsche again in 1960,

Competition in 1959
TheSesslar/Holbertpairing tooka Classvictoryinthe 19595ebring
12-hour Race with a 1.5 litre ‘customer’ car, actually finishing just
two laps down on the 1.6 litre works car driven by Von Trips and
Bonnler, which placed them third overall. Double wishbones
and coil springs were used at the rear on the majority of works
cars for 1959, incidentally, and a new, lightweight transaxle was
also introduced. By now, the 1.5 litre powerplant was producing
around 150bhp at 7800rpm, while the 1.6 litre version (547/4)
put out 1&60bhp, and the rarely seen 1.7 litre Type 547/5 lump
gave 170bhp - 100bhp per litre in a normally-aspirated engine
being quite something for the time. Only the Von Dory RSK failed
to finish in Sebring, but, shortly after, Von Dory and Mieres won
at Daytona in a non-champlonship B00km race, which must have
more than made up for this disappointment.

The dream team of Von Trips and Bonnier in a 1.6 litre
RSK failed to deliver the goods in Sicily due to a broken rear
suspension, although Bonnier, in particular, set a blistering pace
that even the big Ferraris couldn't match.The Herrmann/Maglicli
RSK also dropped out, this time due to transmission trouble, Its
interesting toreflect that the German ace stayed with hisstranded
car for 13 hours to keep it safe from unsavoury characters, which
begs the question: would today's Grand Prix drivers be so loyal
to their employers?

Despite these setbacks, though, Edgar Barth and Wolfgang
Seidel gave Porsche its second victory in the classic event,
avaraging 57.1mph (91.3kph) for the course with their 1.5 litre
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The 'customer' version of the 718 RSK, A total of 37 of these
575kg/ 12650 cars were builf in 1259, many of them going to
America, where they sold for around $8000 apfece — nof that
much different to the DM 30,000 being asked for the cars
in Germany, Chassis numbers for the RSK series, including
factory cars, ran from 718-007 to 718-039.

RSK (Bonnier had set fastest lap when he was still running).
Behind thern was a swarm of Porsche drivers - Mahle/Strahle/



The ‘custormer’ RSK in vanous sltages of the build
process, from basic spaceframe all the way through
to completed vehicle. These 1.5 litre machines had
a maore convantional oll cooling systam,
and also featured a builf-in rofover bar for
enhanhced safety. Note the coachbuiider’s
badge on the base of the front wing. As
with the 550z, the aluminium bodies were
produced by Weandiar:
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Left: Ricardo Rodriguez
ing the high speed
fada curve an

the Rodrguez brothers.
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The Maglioli/Herrmann Porsche
. leading the Whitehead/Naylor Aston
. and GurneyfAllison Ferrari at the
~Niirburgring in the first week of June.
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Linge finishing second, Von Hanstein and local man Pucci third,
with the second-placed trio also coming in fourth using a 356A
Carrera similar to Von Hansteins car. The last time a German
driver had won was in 1924, when the Mercedes-Benz that took
the flag had been modified by Professor Porsche.

TheTarga was the highlightin a season of mixed fortunes, the
Stuttgart firm's first overall win in a round of the World Sports Car
Championship, but,before the disasters, the Ndrburgring 1000km
Race at least saw Porsches achleve a one-two finish in two of the
sports car categories: Maglioli and Herrmann won the two-litre
Class with their 1.6 litre RSK, while Walter and Heuberger took

2 Hr-m.'a:n car harj' a t'hr'ln' run at t."IF- ."u'u.rhurn:'.rrr'rq
s kept on o Q& « The Belgian also
entered a number of E‘lr'"u:lh races.




1.5 litre Class honours with a private RSK, actually
beating the works car of Von Trips/Bannier.

At Le Mans, all six Porsches entered (five 718
RSKs and a single 5504) failed to finish. A different
camshaft had been tried on the works cars, but,
obviously, the advantages on paper were heavily
outweighed by the disadvantages in reality. Back
to the drawing board ...

With four of the five rounds completed, there
was a large gap before the final event in the World
Championship calendar. Being a man that loved
his racing, Jean Behra entered the sports car race
during the German Grand Prix weekend at AVUS,
but died at the wheel of his RSK. Born in 1921, his
memarable racing career had spanned about a
decade. Fortunately, De Beaufort was luckier than
Behra, for, having gone over the AVLIS banking as
well, his car landed on its wheels and, amazingly,
continued in the race! Hans Herrmann was lucky
to survive an horrific crash in the BREM he drove in
the German Grand Prix the next day, bringing an
awful two days to a close.

TheTT at Goodwood was criginally scheduled
tarun far four hours, but,in order to make it qualify
as a round of the World Championship, had to be

WonrLp Sports Car CHAMPIONSHIP

Sebring 12-hour Race (21 March)

1

D Gurney/C Daigh

Ferrari 250TR

188 laps

JBehrafC Allison

Ferrari 250TH

187 laps

Wovon Trips/) Bonnier
B Halbert/D Seszlar

Parsche 718 RSk
Parsche 718 RSK

184 lapsd1st In Class
182 laps/1st in Class

00| g

J Fitch/E Barth
JMcAfeelK Miles

Parsche 718 R5E
Parsche 718 RSK

181 laps/2nd in Class
173 laps/3rd in Class

Targa Florio (24 May)

1

E Barth! W Seidel

Parsche 718 RSK

11k 02m 22s) 15t in Class

2
3

E Mahle/P StrahlefH Linge
Hwon Hansteind/& Pucci

Porsche 5504
Parsche 3564 Carrera

11h 22m 21s/2nd in Class
1Th 3Tm 445/ 1st in Class

Miirburgring 1000km (7 June)

1|5 Mass/) Falrman Aston Martin DER1 Th33m 185
0 GendebienfP Hill Ferrari 250TR 7h 33m 59s
T Braaks/) Behira Ferrari 250TR Tk 36m 455

U Maglioli/H Herrmann

Parsche 718 RSK

7h 40m 57s/1stin Class

HWalter/A Heuberger

Parsche 718 RSK

2 laps down/1stin Class

- AL

Wvon Trips/) Bonnler

Parsche 718 R5E

3 laps downd2nd in Class

Le Mans 24-hour Bace {21 June)

extended 1o six, It turned out to be an eventiul 1 | R SalvadorifC Shelby Aston Martin DER1 324 laps
rla":'E- to say the IEa_St-WEa”ng nl'-'mh":—" 22, the ?'E' 2 | M Trintignant/P Frere Aston Martin DBR1 323 laps
litre RSK of Von Trips and Bonnier led for a while, 3 | JBlaton/L Demier Ferrari 250GT 298 laps
but the larger-engined Aston finally overhauled it.
The Ma glmll.n"_Barth HSH_ﬁnlsh ed a long way down Tourist Trophy (5 September]
the field, whilst the third factory car {shared by . o :
. , 1 | & Mass/) Fairman/C Shelby | Aston Martin DER1 224 laps
Hans Herrmann and Chris Bristow) crashed out, - : o :
With wins in Germany, France and England, 2 W'-.ru:rnTrlp_sf_l Bonnier Pnrsc_e?lﬂ R&K 223 lapsfstin Class
the Aston Martin équipe won the World Sports 3 | O Gendebien/T Brooks Ferrari 250TR 223 laps

Car Champlonship title, with Ferrari second and 12

Porsche third, just three points behind the British

victors. At least the Swiss driver, Heini Walter, was

declared the German Sports Car Champion (1500 Class) in 1959,
after campaigning a private RSK. R5Ks also had a superb year
in SCCA racing, as well as other events, with Ken Miles (winner
of the US season opener at Fomona in California), Jack McAfee,
Don Sesslar, and Bob Holbert excellent representatives for the
Porsche margue.

Porsche single-seaters
Although contracted ta Ferrari for 1959, and so unable to drive
the car whenever there was a clash of interests, Jean Behra still
commissioned his own Porsche-based F2 single-seater, Built
around a Valerio Colotti-designed spaceframe chassis, Colotti
{an ex-Maserati man) drew up the new design to accept the
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U Maglicli/E Barth

Porsche 718 R5K 197 lapsS2nd in Class

mechanical components from a two-seater 718 RSE. As Behra was
a Frenchman, he had the ‘Behra-Porsche' painted in a traditional
French racing blue.

At the same time, a programme was instigated so that
Porsche would have an open-wheeled F2 car for 1959, using it as
a test-bed for the proposed F1 machine for 1981, Wilhelm Hild,
Helmuth Bott and Hans Mezger developed the car alongside the
‘customer'RSK, and even gave it a Type 718/2 designation rather
than its own distinct project number.

It was interesting to see ather Grand Prix teams advocating
what Porsche had always believed - the engine is better off at
the back, just behind the driver, The Cooper F1 car of 1957 was
the final proof, and prompted more to follow. Howewver, it was not

E————_
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Richard von Frankenberg won the OASC Linz
race an & July, his 1.6 litre 5504 bealing the
RSK of Emst Vogeal and the 1.5 litre 5504
of Miltvoje Bozic. Vogel got his revenge lafer
it the vear at the Graz Aimield. Incidentally
the 550A and Von Frankenberg werg also
nvalved in a record-breaking session
conducted by Paul Strahle and Herbert Linge.

As with the loss of Peter Coling, and then Mike
Hawthom, the dealh of Jean Behra was felt by
everyona in motorsport. The main characters
in this 1958 picture are Huschke von Hansfein
fwhite jumper), Wolfgang von Tnps {with
camera), Jean Behra (in car, and Edgar Barth,
saen an the far right.
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Porsche’'s first proper single-seater — the 71872 F2 car of
1958 vintage.

guite as melodious as an Italian thoroughbred, with one racer
likening the exhaust note of the Porsche Formula racing cars to
“ducks fartin' through long grass!”

With Sebring behind it, Porsche concentrated on the single-
seater, and had it running by April 1959, Running modifications
found on the works RSKs were employed, along with a new
transmission, but otherwise the car was very much the same as
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the 1.5 litre Type 718 under the skin, save for the new narrow
chassis frame and detail changes that this necessitated. Testing
on the Malmsheim Airfield in the presence of Ferry Porsche,
and then at the Nirburgring in the first week of May, proved
successful, and the car was entered for the 1959 Monaco Grand
Prix, where the Behra-Porsche was also making its debut.

With Behra contracted to drive for Ferrari, Maria Teresa de
Filippis handled the Behra-Porsche in Monaco, but falled to
qualify it. As for the works F2 Porsche, this was sent unpainted to
Monte Carla (there simply had not been time to spray the bady),
with Von Trips assigned to drive it. He did well in gualifying
(getting in amongst the F1 cars) though, unfortunately, crashed
the vehicle on the second lap of the race, taking out the Lotus of
Bruce Halford and Ferrari of Cliff Allison in the process.

In the middle of the season, Behra at last had a chance to

Vor Trips in action plioting the 718/2 in Monte Carlo.

drive his own machine in anger. Wolfgang Seidel, Carel Godin de
Beaufort, and Christian Goethals all had RSKs that were capable
of being converted to central cockpit models, and these were
entered for the 1959 Pau Grand Prix. Also, there was the Behra-
Porsche, which qualified on the front row (this time driven by
Behra himself), and a conventional RSK driven by Harry Schell.
After leading briefly, Behra could muster fifth place only at the
end and Schell finished eighth - the only Porsche finishers.

For the Reims event, the factory's single-seater was repaired
following its Monaco debacle. Jo Bonnier took third place,
behind Stirling Mass (Cooper-Bargward) and the Behra-Porsche,
driven on this occasion by Hans Herrmann. Interestingly, Von
Trips managed fifth in a worls RSK with central steering (chassis
718-007), finishing within a few seconds of the Cooper-Climax in
faurth.
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NMaria Teresa de Filiopis in
the Behra-FPorsche at the
Mohaco Grand Prix.

At the German Grand
Prix held at the AVUS circuit,
Behra - who, by now, had left
the Ferrarl camp - entered his
Spyder for the sports car race
on the day before the Grand
Prix, and the Behra-Porsche for
the main event. Sadly, he never
got to drive his F2 car, as the
Frenchman last his life in the
Spyder. As a sign of respect,
the Porsche team withdrew its
entries for the weekend and
the Behra-Porsche eventually
went to the Camoradi team.

Although officially a Formuia
Cne race, Carel Godin de
Beaufort's R5K was afflowed
to make up the numbers on
the grid for the Dutch Grand
Frix, held at Zandvoort on 31
May. When the flag dropped
and Jo Bonnier's BAM was
declared the winnar, De
Beaufort was seven laps
behind, but finished tenth
nevertheless after several
F1 retirernents. At least
De Beaufort won proper
sports car races at Spa and
innsbruck during the yvear

After the Behra-Porsche was passed to Lloyd Casner’s equipe,
it came 12th in the 1960 Argentine Grand Prix with Masten
Gregory at the wheel, Later in the year,in July, it was seen during
the practice sesslon of the German Grand Prix, but Herrmann, its
driver, later drove a works car instead. Fred Gamble took tenth
at the 1960 [talian Grand Prix, but the Behra-Porsche's best days

were well and truly behind it.

In the meantime, the works
single-seater acguired better
coachwork, aimed at improving
its aerodynamics and the way

Hans Herrmann on his way
to second place with the
Behra-Porsche at Reims.




Cockpit of the

IO Al Reirs. Von Trips circulating the AVUS track in the restyled 718/2

bafore Porsche withdrew frorm the race.

in which air was fed to the engine. The car also gained some
paint for the first time in its career, but, after practice with Von
Trips, it was withdrawn from the AVUS event as a sign of respect
follewing Behra's fatal accident.

Jo Bonnier was sent to Brands Hatch in August, and finished
fourth in the Kentish 100 event. Stirling Moss was impressed
enough by the Stuttgart machine to test it at Goodwood a week
later, with the result that Rob'Walker was loaned a works F2 car for
Maoss' use for the whole of the 1960 season. The English maestro
said: "The only bad things about that car were its gearchange
and the way it looked!”

Edgar Barth.

Heini Walter
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erry Porsche once said: *Prior to a motor race a certain

number of problems have to be solved because otherwise

the other manufacturers would win. This impulse is

exceedingly important for progress and particularly the
quick progress of engineering. It should not be said that ours is
an exceptional pesition because we only build cars that have a
sporting tendency and which bear an abvious relationship to
sporting success. We also design for other companies and our
experience drawn from sports cars in this manner also bears fruit
in other designs.” In other words, use racing car technology to
improve the road car, which was a statement of fact in Stuttgart,
not the wishful prose of an advertising agency.

Even by its own standards, this was a remarkable year
for Porsche, with Wilhelm Hild and his team of 20 men in the
Competition Department working at full tilt in order to prepare
a wide range of vehicles — new and old - for the works effort in
the World Sports Car Championship, Fermula Twa, the European
Hillelimb Championship, and the increasingly important Gran
Turisma {GT) series, not to mention getting ‘customer’ cars ready
for the many motorsport enthusiasts around the world sager to
get their hands on the latest Porsche machinery.

The RS60

The R560 had a larger windscreen than the RSK to comply with
new FIA regulations for 1960, The rules also stipulated that
cockpits should be closer to road car standards, significantly
wider (110mm/4.3in, In Porsche’s case, requiring changes to
the spaceframe), and accessible through larger doors, and
that vehicles should have reasonable luggage space; after
trying to make encugh room under the front hood, a suitable
compartment was later mounted above the gearbox at the back,
Otherwise, the RS60 was essentially similar to the 718 from the
previous year, except for the slightly lenger wheelbase {increase
of 100mm/3.9in to ald stability and improve handling), a subtle
modification to the brakes, and the use of 4) x 15 wheels rather
than the old-fashioned 16-inch rims of yore, the latter shod with
crossply tyres of 5.50 section up front and 5.90 at the rear.

The batch of customer’cars that followed a run of four works
machines as winter drew to a close justified the expense of
developing the updated vehicle, putting money back in the pot

Planty of interest for Porsche fans & all the major
motorspart disciplines i 7980,

to fund the factory’s competition exploits. Wendler continued
to build the bodies, which played host to a 1.5 litre 547/3
englne, rated at 150bhp DIN, or a 1.6 litre 547/4 unit, the extra
displacement releasing ten more horses. Both powerplants used
Weber carburettors and a 9.8:1 compression ratio, incidentally.
The 1.7 litre 547/5 lump, occasionally fielded by the works,
was now pumping out 180bhp. These three capacities gave
privateers and the factory team a number of options, as each
event had different breaks in classes determined by engine size
- in addition to the tiddlers, some specified 1500, others 1800,
and, of course, 2000 and 3000. The bigger engine also allowed
fitment of a larger fuel tank - a useful bonus on long-distance
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Ferry Porsche's son, F A ‘Butzi' Porsche (right), paying
attention to detail whilst discussing the cockpit arrangemernt
af the RSE60, while Withelm Hild looks aon behind him. Butzi
would becormne a valuable asset in the styling studio, and
utfimately established Forsche Design affer leaving the family
fold. Note the latest dual fuel tank arrangement up frort,
with a combined capacity of 80 Mtres (17,6 Impenal galions)
as sfandard, although 1.7 litre works cars were permitted to
use a 100 litre (£2 gaflon) tank,

events. At Le Mans, the 547/4-powered cars had an 88mm bore
to take them just over the 1600cc break, thus giving Porsche the
chance to employ one of these tanks with an extra 20 litres (4.4
Imperial gallon) capacity.

The Italian connection

The 356 Carrera models had proved extremely popular with
enthusiasts - far more popular than expected, as it happens.
Helmuth Bott remembered;“At first we expected to build only a
verysmall series, but demand was far higher than we thought,and
the Carrera had a good name, despite some service problems.”

Ironically, this popularity led to production difficulties,
prompting the introduction of the Type 692 powerplant for road
car use, For this engine, the crankshafts roller-bearings were
replaced by plain bearings, and, although the Carrera was a little
late catching up with FIA requlations, the unit’s capacity was
increased to 1587cc by enlarging the bore to 87.5mm, as per the
547/4 racing flat-four, Klaus von Rlcker was the man behind the
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Wark in prograss

in the Campetitioh
Uspartrment. lipping
the scales at 580kg
(1276ih), the RS60's
weight was much the
same as that of the
strict RSK, despite
the longer whaelbase.
Note the fusebox
location an the matt
biack dashboard
panal, alfowing
slectrical circuits to be
revived guicker




Completed
‘customer’ cars
being roffed out of
the hallowed Werk
f warkshops i the
bleak condifions of
a Stuttgart winter
(chassis batch
numbers, fncluding
RSG1s, ran from
F18-08T to 718-
090), Faciory racers
fwith lower chassis
numbers, always in
the forties) usually
had buitt-in doving
hghis situated each
sige of the cantral
air infake, and

did away with as
many Unnacessary
components as
possible, such as
the firmsy falding
hood, in order to
reduce weight.

i : ; p= : n...l Fl
The Porsche-Abarth Carrera GTL, also known as the
9565, pictured at the Abarth works. The body was nol
anly narrower, but also 25mm (5in) lower than a standard
3568; it was some 45kg (100 lighter, too. Note the Abarth
badge on the front wing, and also the exposed Jacking poft
- someithing seen on only the first couple of cars.

View under the front id of the Abarth. Everything was a
tight fit in the Zagato body, including the drivers!

The efegant tines of the ‘customer' RSE0 Spyder. Athough
the vastly improved seafing was appreciated, especially
during fonger evenls, dnvers were not al all keen on the new
windscreens, required by the latest FIA reguiations. Indead,
twenty of the top racers of the time issued a strongly-worded
complaint to those making the ruies in Pars following the
T1000km Race in Argenfina.
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The adjustable air scoop and lower sef of louvres on the
outer edges were originally specified by Zagato, but testing
back in Stuttgart revealed a need for another sef down

The Type 692 engine in the tall of the Abarlh. the centre of the engine compartment id, and at its fop
comers. Notfe the special exhaust system, and original-
styte lighting, the latter was quickly changed o hcorporate
smaller number plate lights, mounted lower down, and
sunken rear combination lamps thal sat flusher to the body.

The Gendebien/Herrmann RSE0 an its way to an
impressive overall victory at Sebring.

B e

Pauwl Strahle and Herbert Linge put Up an amazing
performance in the 1960 Targa Florio. Strahle's car was
anly the second Abarth buil.




change to plain bearings for the Carrera - roller-bearings were
simply toa much hassle for anything but very limited production,
Having said that, however, a number of Carrera engines were
built up with roller-bearings after the change point in mid-1958,
as these were undoubted|y better for competition work.

The Carrera had been dropped when the Super 90 arrived.,
Howewver, in 1960, Reutter built 40 lightweight Carrera coupés
featuring bucket seats, plexiglass side windows, bigger fuel tanks
and enhanced braking. For track use only, they gave between
125bhp and 135bhp, depending on the exhaust system,

At the same time, to meet the ever-increasing threat from
Alfa Romeo and Lotus, Porsche exploited FIA rules to their limits
and had a new Carrera made ready to keep Its position at the top
of the 1600 Class.

Wendler (who made the Porsche Spyder bodies) was asked
to quote on new lightweight bodies, as was Zagato, through
Carlo Abarth. Abarth, who had brought the Cisitalia project to
Gmind, was married to Anton Piech’s secretary, and, together
with Rodolfo Hruska, was the Porsche representative in Italy.
Ultimately, Zagato of Milan won the contract, but wanted its
name kept off the machine, presumably because of close links
with Porsche's competitors, Alfa Romeo and Lancia. Designed by
Franco Scaglione and built by Zagato, it was the Abarth badge
that appeared on the body's flanks.

Mot that the 356 was an aerodynamic disaster by any means,
but the Abarth, being designed for a specific purpose, was just
that much better. Scaglione succeeded in creating a wind-
cheating shape that was lower and narrower than the 3568, plus
far smoother, thanks to gentler curves in the longer nose and a
lack of bumpers, as well as a host of beautiful details like sunken
door handles and subtle bulges in the trailing edge of the front
lid to get air moving cleanly over the windscreen wiper posts.
Previously wasted power needed to cut through the air could
now be put to better use. In addition, with a homologated limit to
adhere to, the weight saving accorded by the use of aluminium
panels and a very basic interior allowed the chassis to be further
strengthened, giving the engineers a perfect platform on which
to work their magic.

Farsche shipped 3568 (T-5) chassis ta ltaly, which were then
modified by Zagato and the bodies fitted before the assemblies
were sent back to Stuttgart for the Competition Department to
fit the mechanical components.

Mative power was provided by the 1.6 litre, plain-bearing
Type 692 four-cam engine, usually in 892/3 guise with its higher
9.8:1 compression ratio (upped from 9.5:1), Weber carburettors
and 12-volt electrics. This unit, linked to a four-speed gearbox,
produced a healthy 115bhp, and around 100lbft of torque was
available,

Approximately 25 chassis were reserved by Porsche for the
Abarth-Carrera project, although, eventually, only 20 examples

were built (the final chassis, number 11021, was actually 11019
rebuilt), The first car was ready in the spring of 1960, with four
or five made ready for works-approved drivers by the time the
European racing season began in earnest,

Sports car review

There was a welcome return for the Buenos Aires 1000km Race
in 1960, although Von Trips had moved to Ferrari during the
post-season activity. Graham Hill {aka 'Mr Monace') joined the
Porsche team, and, with Jo Bonnier in a 1.6 litre RSK, complete
with a new-style windscreen, gave the Stuttgart maker a Class
win (third overall} in Argentina.Von Dory then led home a string
of RSKs, including the factory car of Herrmann/Trintignant. The
RSK of Gendebien/Barth - ancther fresh works pairing - retired
on lap 53 when an ail pipe fractured.

Using a new car, Olivier Gendebien and Hans Herrmann
claimed overall victory in the Sebring 12-hour Race, beating a
gaggle of Ferraris to the flag. Indeed, it was a good weekend
for the German manufacturer, as the Gendebien/Herrmann
car was followed home by another Porsche, the second-placed
RS60 entered by Brumos Porsche — a name that would become
legendary in US racing circles.

Jo Bonnier and Hans Herrmann won the Targa Florio in
impressive style in one of the two works 1679cc R560s. Winning
at an average of 58.6mph {95.3kph), they also claimed fastest lap.
By coming fifth, Barth and Hill won the 1600 Sports Class with

A tensa moment for Jo Bonmier on the Targa.

81



The four works-enterad Porsches that campaigned the Le
Mans 24-hour Race (there were also two private entries).
Mearest the camera is the Abarth of Linge and Walter, and
behind it are three R560 Spyders. Number 39 was the only
R260 to finish the event.

RSKs weare still out in force in minor events in the States ...

f”"[ﬂ‘(f’f "‘;Il.l".i.l

a factory 1587cc RS60, and the new Porsche-Abarth took GT 3
honours, beating a NART Ferrari Dino 1965 along the way. :
Other than the Barth/Hill R560 crashing out, the Nirburgring

1000km Race {also in May), was a great success for Porsche. i(, \

Granted, the Bonnier/Gendebien pairing came second in their
R560 behind Moss and Gurney in a Maserati Tipo 61, but it was
one of three Class wins, The Linge/fGreger car was an Abarth, - ._.-I'L'-
sure encugh, but had disc brakes on test, meaning it had to run
as a sports car rather than a GT model. The factory also ran an
experimental 3568 Super 90, the latter featuring fuel-injection
and an incredible four-pipe exhaust system that had to be seen
to be believed. It finished in 19th, five laps down on the leaders.
This left only Le Mans to finish off the Championship, as the
Tourist Trophy was restricted to GT cars for 1960, Four R560s
were sidelined with engine maladies, two of them works entries;
needless to say, Stuttgart hierarchy was far from pleased with the
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_ WorLp SporTs CAR CHAMPICNSHIP
Buenas Alres T000km (37 January)

11th overall after it lost three of its five gears. In
any case, it was another Class win in the bag, and

although there was disappointment at not winning

the title after going 1o the Sarthe with a points lead
over Ferrari, Porsche could certainly be proud of its

second place in the World Champienship.

1 | P HillyC Allison Ferrari 250TR 106 laps
2 | Wyon Trips/R Ginther Ferrari 250TR 105 laps
3 | J Bonnier/G Hill Porschie 718 R5K 107 laps/ 15t in Class
5 | Avon Dory/P von Daory Porsche 718 R5K 100 laps/2ndin Class
6 | € Goethals/C Delfosse Parsche 718 R5K | 100 laps/3rd in Class

Other races
Although the Porsche-Abarth was appearing In

Sebring 12-hour Race {26 March)

sports car races, it was developed to compete in

Parsche 718 R5360
Parsche 718 R560

1|0 Gendebien/H Herrmann
2 B Holbert/B Sehechter

| 196 laps/1stin Class
187 laps/Znd in Class

GT events first and foremast. Gerhard Koch came
second in the Gran Turismo race at the Grand Prix

3 | P Lovely/) Nethercutt Ferrari 250TR | 186 laps

de Spa, lasing out to the well-sorted 356 Carrera of

Targa Floric (5 May)

1

J Bonniery H Herrmann

| Parsche 718 RSSG0

Th 33m 085/ 15t in Class

Wvon Trips/P Hill
O GendebienfH Herrmann

Ferrari Dino 2465
Parsche 718 R560

_?h39r'n115

Th 41m 46s/2nd in Class

E Barth/G Hill

Parsche 718 R560

Th 5%m 115f 15t In Class

| b | R

F 5trahle/H Linge

Parsche-Abarth GTL

gh 10m 065715t in Class

Murkrurgring 1000km (22 May)

1 | 5 Moss/D Gurrey | Maszerati Tipo &1 ' 7h 31m 40s

2 JBonnier/O Gendebien Farsche 718 R5a0 | 7h 34rm 33s/1stin Class

3 | C Allison/W Mairesse Ferrari 250TR 7h 35m 445

4 | HHerrmann/M Trintignant | Porsche 718 R560 Th 37m %8s/ 2nd in Class

6  HWalter/T Losinger Porsche 718 RSK 2 laps down/ 1stin Class

7 | S Greger/H Linge Porsche-Abarth {exp) | 3 laps downf2nd in Class

9 | C G de Beaufort/P Frere Porsche 718 R560 4 laps down/3rd in Class
10 l P Strahlef/H-=1 Walter Parsche-Abarth GTL l 4 laps down/1st in Class
13 G Koch/H Stausberg | Parsche-Abarth GTL | 4 laps down/3rd in Class

L I'-.-1_an:; 24-hour Race (26 June)

1 O Gendebien/P Frere Ferrari 250TR 313 laps
2 | R Rodriguez/A Pilette Ferrari 250TR 309 laps
3 | J Clark/R Salvadari Aston Martin DER1 305 laps
10 | H Linge/H-1 Walter Parsche-Abarth GTL | 268 laps/1stin Class

11

E Barth/W Seidel

| Parsche 718 RS60

263 laps/1stin Class

Karl Braun by just four seconds. And whilst Ferrari
250GT SWE models dominated the Tour de France
Automobile, it was a notable achievement for
Robert Buchet and Hans Walter to pick up fourth
place ahead of some strong competition.

In the sports car arena, Faul Frere waon the
Sports Car Race of the Grand Prix de Spa, Christian
Goethals following him home in another 718 RSK.
Prince Gaetano Starrabba, Masten Gregory, and
Ken Miles had a good season, while Roger Penske
was named 1960 SCCA Class F Sports Champion,
thanks to the speed and reliability of his 718 RSK;
Bob Holbert took the Class E title with a 1.7 litre-
engined model.

Heini Walter was declared 1960 Europsan Hill
Climb Champion driving the RS&0, an achievement
he repeated in 1961. Walter won the Schauinsland
round, and came second in three of the four other
events to secure the title. Sepp Greger, another
R560 exponent, had to be content with the runner-
Up prize.

The 1960 single-seater season
Porsche’s proper F2 car for 1960 was built on a
wheelbase that was longer by 100mm {3.9in),
and, although it still featured drum brakes, the
suspension was subtly modified The bodywork also
received a few detail changes - nothing dramatic, it
has to be sald, but enough to distinguish a 1960 car

weekend's proceedings. As it happens, the new decade signified
a pericd of Ferrari dominance in the event, and it was Ferrari's
results in the 24-hour Race that sealed the title for it, Just two of
the six Porsches entered finished, the best placing coming from
the Abarth-Carrera of Linge and Walter (tenth overall and a Class
win),actually the disc-braked car that ran in Germany, rebuilt with
standard braking. The only other car of the marque to complete
the course was the 1.5 litre RS60 of Barth and Seidel, which was

from a 1959 version.

The first car (chassis number 718201} was tested by Herbert
Mimler at Hockenheim in February, after which it was painted
blue and white (Rob Walker's colours), and sent 1o Syracuse for
Stirling Moss to use in the F2 race of 19 March. Having qualified
on pole and set fastast lap, sadly, the engine failed later in the
race, handing victory to Von Trips' Ferrari.

Porsche had given Moss (the reigning Formula 2 British
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A minar race at the recently opened Harewood Acres circuit
n Canada. This is the Carling 300, held on 28 May. Roger
Penske won the event in an B5K, with Peter Ryan coming

home in second. Clivier Gendebien was third in the car
closest the camera.

Champion and darling of the racing circus) the use of the latest
six-speed 718/2 for the whole season, but also signed up Jo
Bonnier to campaign a full F2 season for the works. Jo Bonnier,
born in Sweden in 1930, competed in sports car events alongside
his Grand Prix career. Another man to do that was Graham Hill,
who'd moved over to Porsche sports cars in 1960, but also drove
the Stuttgart single-seaters.

Bonnier was first seen at Brussels in April in the second 718/2
alongside Maoss, but it was Moss who finished best - second
overall to Jack Brabham's Cooper-Climax after the two heats.
Following an event at Goodwood, which saw the new Lotus-
Clirax take its second victory of the year, the next big race was
at Pau; an awkward clash on the calendar, meaning that Moss
had to choose between England or France. Moss stayed on
home territory to claim second place, whilst Olivier Gendebien
drove the works car in Pau. He complained bitterly about the
gearchange and handling, but still qualified on the front row
and finished third. The first open-wheeled victory for Porsche
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Poster procfaiming Porsche’s
victary in the European Hillclimb
Championship.

came on 30 April 1960 when Stirling Moss won the Aintree 200,
followed home by Bonnier and Hill to give Porsche a one-two-
three finish.

By July, twe more chassis (718204 and 718205) were
completed, the latter having a Butzi Porsche-styled body with
a vastly reduced frontal area and flatter sides. At the German
Grand Prix, all five 718s ran in the F2 event. Bonnier won, with
guest driver, Van Trips, second, while the ather three Porsches
were separated only by the Cooper-Climax of Jack Brabham.

The Italian Grand Prix (held on 4 September) saw Hans
Herrmann qualify tenth on the grid, almost 17 seconds down on
pole, However, he finished sixth (three laps behind Phil Hill in the
winning Ferrari) to give Porsche its only World Championship
point of the 1960 season. Jack Brabham (Cooper-Climax) was
ultimately declared World Champion, and deservedly so.

Meanwhile, after the Solitude Grand Prix defeat on home
ground (held a week before the German Grand Prix), at least
Porsche had its revenge by beating Ferrari at Modena a few
weeks later — Bonnier won from Ferrari men, Ginther and Von
Trips. To end the year, Moss won the F2 race at Zeltweg Airfield,
and also the Cape GP and South African GP (Moss’ nine entries
over the year resulted in four victories), whilst Herrmann took
victory at Innsbruck Airfield,
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Enging, transmission and chassis
detais of the 718/2 F2 car.

| Graham Hill

The revised bodywork of the Gumaey
rmachineg (7182058} at Salitude.
Note the famiar-looking engine,
wisible thanks o removal of the grifle
that was used af one stage in the
meefing.

Graham Hill on the cover of the
June 1960 edition of MotorSport.
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WELTMEISTER

After a sfrong finish
to the season,
FPorsche duly won g
the Formula Two §
Championship,
which took in the
Syracuse GF the
Brussels GP the Pau
GP the Antree 200,
and the German GP
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Edgar Barth in F2 action at
Modena. It was a good day for
Porsche, with Bonnier winning the
October event, Harrmann corming
fourth, and Barth fifth,
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Stirfing Moss on his way to victory
al Leltweq, and (overleal) the
angine that gave him the win.
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he 1961 season marked the end of an era in sports car

racing,as the FIA placed more emphasis on GT carsin the

following year. The Porsche Competition Department

was as busy as ever, though, once again supporting a full
assault on the World Sports Car Champlonship, as well as having
a GT and Grand Prix programme (F2 was dropped in favour of
Formula Juniaf), the latter conducted with a step up 1o a serious
F1 campaign in mind for 1962 ...

1961 upgrades

The Porsche-Abarth Carrera GTL looked much the same as the
later 1960 cars, but had greater sting inits tail thanks to the revised
Type 692/3A power unit. This engine featured Solex carburettors,
a stronger bottom-end, and new, high lift camshafts on the inlet
side {camshafts operating the exhaust valves went unchanged,
apart fram the addition of balance flywheels, which were smaller
than those fitted to the latest intake camshafts). In this guise,
the GTL developed a healthy 128bhp at 6700rpm, or 135bhp at
7400rpm with the straight-through Sebring exhaust system.

The RS60 became the R561 for the 1961 season. In reality, the
regular RS61 was virtually the same as the RS60 (in fact, many of
the works cars were the same vehicles as in the previous year,
simply given a fresh designation), although a handful of special
vehicles were built on the chassis — cars that bridged the gap
between the old Spyder-based machines and the new generation
of sports-racers that came with the introduction of the 904.

The main point of these R561 variants - three in total, and all
reserved for factory team duties - was to allow fitment of a new,
larger Porsche Grand Prix engine. As it happens, only one car
(718-047) had the extended wheelbase necessary to house the
flat-eight unit, this being the W-RS Spyder version, although the
two coupes built alongside it had similar styling. Indeed, it was
only above the beltline and immediately behind the door where
the extra length was added into the Spyder frame that differed.

Cine of the two 718 R561 coupés (chassis 718-045 and
718-046) in the process of being buif, There was no duct
cul info the open-ended rear panel abaul o be put in place
at this stage, though festing quickly revealed thal one was
required. Grilles were added nto the tail as well

The Porsche-Abarth Carrera GTL made quite an impression
an the racing world it 19681, the vear this photograph was
faken. Note the final ightmg arrangements, the engine air

scoap in its closed position, and the removable panel added

above the exhaust system after the first couple of cars were
completed.




A freshli-completed B561T
coupe (7 18-045) and the
engine that powered it

Far left: Stinfng Moss about to
set off on the Targa.

Thea start of the Sebring
12-hour Race. Number 87

ic an Amaolt, then the three
Porsches we see belong to
(from the left) the Bonnier!
Gumey pairng, the Hermann/
Barth pairing, and a Canadian
team fed by FPefer Hyan. The
works Sunbeam Alpines can
be sean on the right.
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The new lines, penned by Butzi Porsche, gave the latest
racers a sharper nose, with faired-in headlights, a steeper rake on
the windscreen, and a hollow hump over the engine - the latter
being low an the Spyder, and an extension of the roofline on the
closed cars.The upper frames of the doors were cut into the roof
panel on the coupes to allow helmeted drivers to more easily
get in and out of the cockpit, while the cpen car had its perspex
side windows folded over at the top to smooth airflow over the
driving compartment, and direct some of it into the louvres cut
into the edges of the engine cover.

Underneath the engine cover was usually a 547/5 unit, but
a few times the works placed a Type 587 four-cam powerplant
in the bay. This had a bore and stroke of 92 x J4mm, giving a
displacement of 1966cc, and plain bearings - chosen because
the two-litre Carrera engine would soon see service in a new road
car, albeit in detuned form. In racing trim, it developed arcund
165bhp, but even more interesting engines would find their way
into the W-RS body in the future.

There were thoughts of employing the new coupe as a
replacement for the Abarth,with a production run of 100 vehicles
qualifying it for FIA GT status. However, the Abarth was easily
upholding Porsche hanour on the tracks, and the plan was not
carried through. Instead, it was used as a test-bed for the 904 of
1963 vintage.

The 1961 sports car season
Dropping Buenos Aires and adding a new event in Italy at the
tail end of summer brought about a more balanced calendar for
race fans: the season had started and ended all too quickly in
1960, But, as such, it was Sebring that opened the proceedings,
with the world’s top drivers making their way to sunny Florida at
the end of March.

The trip was far from fruitful for the Porsche team, as both
Herrmann/Barth and Bonnier/Gurney R561s failed to reach the
finish. With nothing but privateers left in the running - although
Holbert and Penske took the Sports Class and the Index of
Performance with their Brumos-entered RS61 — it was Just like a
Ferrari exhibition race at the end of the day ...

Parsche went all-out to put things right in Sicily, with a 1.7
litre RS61 for Herrmann/Barth,and a long-wheelbase W-RS model
with a two-litre lump for Bonnier/Gurney - a Spyder version of
the coupé that had been seen at the Le Mans practice weekend
earlier in the month. The Camoradi team from America was
Porsche-backed for the whole of the 1961 season, and an AS&0
was entered under the Camoradi banner (fitted with a two-litre
engine, with Maoss and Hill at the wheel). There were also two
works-supported Abarths, handled by the pairings of Strahle/
Linge and Von Hanstein/Pucc.

Maoss demonstrated on the Targa why he was considered by
many to be the number one driver of the era, setting lap record

confirwed gage 25

The Bonnker/Gurmey W-R5 Spyder pictured oh the wet
Friday before the Nirburgring 1000km Race. Huschke von
Hanstein can be sean at the front of the car in the front
threg-guarter shot, while the rear view shows Dan Gurney
tafking to Withalm Hild,
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Heini Walter's RSE0 at the Ninburgring. He shared the
driving with Herbert Miler in the 1000km event, though an
accident just affer the midway point in the race put an end
fo hiis chalienge. Note the Swiss flag on the Porsche’s front

Wwing.

Graham Hilt
jfumping out
of the 1.7 htre
Camoradyi car
ready to hand
over to Stirfing
Moss.

B, g

The Abarth of Gerhard Koch going through the Karussel,
Like many of itz lalian contemporartes with scalloped
headights, perspex covers were offen added on the

Parsche-Abarth, too, allowing the car fo cut through the alr
with even greater efficiency - at feast in daylight races, as the
covers reduced the candle power of the kghting unils quite
significantiy

Tha masfer in his office: Moss during the ADAC 1000km
Race.
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Worln Sports Car CHAMPIONSHIP

Sebring 12-hour Bace (26 March)

H Linge/F StrahlefH von Hanstein

Porsche-Abarth GTL

1 | PHill/Q Gendebien Ferrari 250TR 210 laps

2 | R Ginther/W von Trips Farrari 250TR 208 laps

3 | PRodriguez/R Redriguez Ferrarl 250TR 207 laps
5 | BHolbert/R Penske Porsche 718 AS61 199 Eapsf'lst in Class
7| D Sesslar/B Donner/E Erickson Porsche 718 R561 199 laps/2nd In Class

9 | PRyan/F Eradle:g.r!L Heimrath Porsche 718 RS61 189 laps/3rd in Class

Targa Florio (30 April) : —

1 | Wwon Trips/O Gendebien Ferrari Dine 2465F | 6k 57m 395 Action from the Nurburgring i August, The Carlo
‘2 | JBonnier/ D Gurney Porsche 718 W-RS | 7h 02m 03s/15t in Class Maria Abate won the Rheinfand Cup Race in a

3 | HHerrmann/E Barth Porsche 718 RS461 7h 14m 145f2nd in Class Ferrarf 250GT SWA, but he was followed home by
& | P Strahle/A Pucci/H Linge Porsche-Abarth GTL | 7h 48m 26s/1stin Class no fawer than five Forsche-Abarths. The Jaguar
7

7h 50m 53s/2nd in Class E-lype seen in the piclure, and not long on the

market, came sevenin,

Murburgring 1000km {28 May)

1 | M Gregory/L Casner MaseratiTipo &1 Th 51m 395

2 | R Rodriguez/P Rodriguez Ferrari 250TR 7h 52m 325

3 | R Ginther/O Gandebian Farrari Dino 2465P | Th 54m 595

6 | FHahnl/H Zick Porsche-Abarth GTL | 7h 59m 23s/1st In Class

7 | 5 Gunther/E Mahle Porsche-Abarth GTL | Bh 01m 08s/2nd in Class
9 | GKoch/F Leinenweber Porsche-Abarth GTL | 2 laps down/3rd in Class
10 | D Gurney/) Bonnier Porsche 718 W-RS 3 laps down/2nd in Class
Le Mans 24-hour Race [11 June) :
1 | PHIllVO Gendebien Ferrari 250TR 333 laps

2 | M Parkes/W Mairesse Ferrarl 250TR | 330 laps

3 | P Noblet/] Guichet Farrari IiﬂﬁT E'I.I'I.IE 317 laps

5 | BHolbert/M Gregory Porsche 718 W-RS | 309 laps/1st in Class

7 | HHerrmann/E Barth Porsche R561 coupé | 306 lapsf2nd in Class

10 | H Linge/B Pon

Pn::rsche-.ﬂ-.ha.rth LTl

284 laps/1stin Class

Pescara GP (15 August)

1 | L BandinifG Scarlatti Ferrari 250TR 23 laps

2 | K Orthuber/E Barth Porsche 718 R361 22 laps/1stin Class
3 | M Boffa Maserati Tipo &0 22 laps

Heaini Walter at the start line of the Freiburg-Schauinsiand hiliclimb in 1967,
The Swiss driver was declared European Hilclimb Champion in 1960 and

1967,




after lap record in the mountains. Sadly, his twe-litre car could
nat maintaln this pace, and the transmission gave way within
sight of the finish. 5tirling Moss and Graham Hill in car number
136 were named moral winners of the event in a number of
contemporary magazines., Unfortunately, moral winners don't
get to hold the trophy! It was a bitter disappointment for all
concerned, especially when it handed another victory to Ferrari.
At least Porsche won its Class with ease thanks to Bonnier and
Gurney taking second place, and the Abarths were untouchable,
coming sixth and seventh overall {first and second in Class).

The Abarths went some way toward saving face at the
Wurburgring, too. Both the RS60 of Moss/Hill and the R561 of
Herrmann/Barth suffered engine maladies at this, the third round
in the World Championship, and the W-RS of Gurney/Bonnier
was forced off the pace due to electrical problems. It's ironic that
the latter was beaten in Class by the eighth-placed 356B Carrera,

forced to run in the Sports category due to its modified engine The new 787 - essentially a long-wheelbase version of the

and experimental disc brakes. Maserati saved it from being updated 718/2. Just two were built (787071 and 78702),

another Ferrari parade, but there was no doubt that Porsche fans the first completed in Apri. The Porsches looked ke bars

were suffering. . of soap on wheels compared to the gorgeous ‘sharknose’
AftertheStuttgart marque’s poorshowing atthe Nurburgring, Ferraris, but they certainly got the job done, despite the lack

the works cars were detuned for the Le Mans classic in a bid to of disc brakes.

reinstate the reliability of cld. This took a lot of sparkle ocut of

. : ——
their perfarmance, and still the Bonnier/Gurney car gave up the .
ghost near the end, as did the French Blue Abarth entered by : ’ ey £
Auguste Veuillet — the latter, driven by Robert Buchet and Pierre \ . N - i e /
Monneret, running in 12th until it retired one hour from the end. : "l . - - i
At least, the remaining R561s claimed first and second in Class
(the two-litre W-RS Spyder of Gregory and Holbert was the top
Porsche, finishing in fifth place overall, while not far behind in
seventh was the 1.6 litre RS61 coupé of Barth and Herrmann);
Herbert Linge and Ben Pon took tenth place and a Class win in
their warks-entered 6950G5.

The Four Hours of Pescara was the final round. The factory
team stayed away, and, following Tommy Spychiger’s accident,
the best Porsche could manage was second place in the
scorching Italian heat. This was enough, however, to secure the
third slot in the World Sports Car Championship, behind Ferrari
and Maserati.

As well as a string of Class wins during the season, the
Porsche-Abarth Carrera GTL notched up some good results at the
Mirburgring in August, and then Graham Hill did a splendid job
in his native England to come sixth in the Tourist Trophy, his little
Abarth beaten only by the far mare powerful Ferraris and Aston
Martins in the field. Zandvoort was also good to the German-
Italian hybrid, with Ben Pon coming second overall in the World
Cup.The Abarth’s consistency allowed Porsche to claim its Class
in the Grand Touring Championship relatively easily.

In Armerica, Bob Holbert won the SCCA Sports Class E title
with an R561, and then repeated the feat the following year.
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=~ Jo Bonnier in the 787
1 at Monaco.

Jo Bonnier,




Closer to home, as mentioned in the previous chapter, Heini
Walter won the European Hillelimb Championship, He had an
excellent year with his Porsche, winning the Rossfeld, Mont
Ventoux, Les Rangiers, and Schauinsland events, and picked up
podium finishes at three more venues.

The 1961 Grand Prix season

The March 1961 edition of MotorSport noted:"In spite of reports
and news to the contrary in many publications,the newF 1 Parsche
is hardly any nearer completion than is the V8 Coventry-Climax
engine ... it will be a surprise if it appears before the middle of
the season. However, the fact that both Porsche and Coventry-
Climax are at work on naw power units is most heartening, and
with Ferrari well satisfied with his Vi& Dino engine and rear-
engined car, the future looks well.”

Indeed it did. Lucas patented its electronic ignition for racing
engines, and, in the background, the 1.5 litre, Type 753 eight-
cylinder engine (designed by Hans Mezger and Hans Henich) had
gone on test in December 1960, For something straight off the
drawing board, it proved satisfactory, albeit disappeinting from a
peak power point of view. By the spring, it was developing around Dan Gumey using an older 71842 model for the Maonaco G
160bhp, but this was still well below target and postponed ts | Nole the steel roll-over ring added behind his head in order to
introduction to the racing scene. meet the FIA's 1867 regulations,

Zandvoort in May, with Hans Hermmann's 787 being chased by the 718/2 of Carel Godin de Beaufort, Both nished at the back
of the feld, three laps down on the winning Ferrart.

/







Mot having Stirling Moss inthe camp was another blow to the
men at Porsche. Although he was sean in the companys sports-
racers during the season, it was Lotus that got Moss’ services in
the single-seater arena. In 1961, Bonnier was joined full-time by
American, Dan Gurney, so that Porsche could launch a full-scale
attack in Grand Prix racing. Amiable American, Gurnay, was born
in 1931. He had a works drive with the Ferrari sports car team in
1959, and also a number of GP drives for the Modena company.
Following a bad year with BREM in 1960, he moved to Parsche.

The eight-cylinder GP car should have made its debut at
Monaceo, but It wasn't untll Zandvoort in 1962 that it put In an
appearance. It was therefore old 718/2 cars that began the 1961
season, Incorparating the necessary changes needed to allow
them to meetlatest FIA regulations,along with a new gearchange
and some additional air intakes in the sides of the engine cover.

Porsche's F1 debut came at Brussels on 9 April 1951, but the
company failed to get the desired results. Although Bonnier was
fast, qualifying on pole and winning the first heat, an accident in
the second of three heats put an end to his chances; Gurney had
already dropped out in heat one with transmission trouble. The
Siracusa Grand Prix saw Porsche rewarded with a second and
third, but the older cars were no match for Baghetti's Ferrari.

The last of the 718/2 models (718205} acted as a prototype
for the twa Type 787s built atthe start of 1961. Complated in April,
the first 787 lined up with a pair of 718/2s for the Monaco Grand
Prix. Bonnier drove the new car, featuring a coil spring/damper
and wishbone front suspension, with Gurney and Herrmann
piloting the older machines - the latter using 718205 with its
rmodified suspension, and a new body which matched that of the
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Edgar Barth's mount at Saltude had disc
brakes and a horizontally-mounted cooling
fan — both items becoming familar Porsche
fare in the not-too-distant future, The
expenmental car finished in eighth place,
three minutes down on the winning Lotus-
Climax of Innes Ireland. The Porsches
of Bonnfar and Gumeay crassed the ling
iterally within a spit second of the English
machine.




Hobert Buchat,

787 in styling, albeit with its criginal wheelbase dimension rather
than the longer one selected for the J87s to allow itment of the
flat-eight as soon as it was ready. For the time being, all three had
1.5 litre flat-fours, but with their familiar carburettors replaced by
a Kugelfischer fuel-injection system. Gurney was the top finisher
for Parsche, coming fifth behind Moss' Lotus and three Ferraris,
with Herrmann ninth; Bonnier's engine gave up just after the
halfway mark,

The second 787 was ready for the Dutch Grand Prix (22 May),
but all four entered cars did little more than make up the
numbers during the race. Neither handling nor the engine could
compete with that of the Ferrari or Lotus-Climax, and, after such
disappointing results, Ferry Porsche decided to authorize the use
of the older 718/2s with carburettors until the 804 was ready.

There was a sixth and seventh at Spa, while Gurney came
second at Reims, losing out by a fraction of a second to Glancarlo
Baghettis Ferrari in a race remarkable for the fact that it was

Baghetti's Fermula One debut, and no-one else - before or since
- has ever managed to win an F1 race first time out, Gurhey had
actually led the race out of the last bend, but Baghetti pulled
out af his slipstream to win by a cars length. Two weeks later
at the British Grand Prix, it was Bonnier who picked up the
points, coming fifth in the changeable weather, but he retired in
Germany, and Gurney finished outside the points.

As a matter of interest, the 1961 Solitude Grand Prix (a non-
Champicnship race for F1 cars held on 23 July) saw Porsche
send three 718/2s (for Bonnier, Gurney and Herrmann), and a
787 for Barth. Disc brakes were used for the first time on the 787
{Porsche was actually the last factory team in F1 to give up on
drum brakes), and there was a new cooling fan arrangement, too,
that was lighter and more compact, and used less power. The
event was still won by a Lotus, but the data obtained would at
least prove useful in the future - and Bonnier and Gurmey came
second and third.

In the same month, Michael May had moved from Mercedes-
Benz and introduced Bosch fuel-injection to the Porsche four-
cylinder Grand Prix engine. This increased power by 20bhp, but
the idea was slow to bear fruit, and carburettors were retained
in the meantime. It will be remembered that, in later years, the
May head on the V12 Jaguar engine transformed the already
excellent power unit.

Returning to the GP scene, Gurney lost out at Monza by
31 seconds, but his second place was admirable, especially
considering that Phil Hill = who won the race - was later declared
World Champion, Gurney came second again at Watkins Glen,
this time following home an on-form Innes Ireland, but this
was enough to allow him to finish the 1961 Grand Prix season
in fourth (he actually had the same number of points as Stirling
Maoss in third place). Bonnier, despite having set pole ona number
of occasions, was well down the feld in 15th, but did, at least,
finish ahead of drivers such as Graham Hill and Roy Salvadari. As
a manufacturer, Porsche claimed an easy third, beaten only by
the Ferrari and Lotus teams.

In the minar Farmula One races, Bonnier and Gurney graced
the podium five times between them after the Solitude round.
With the 804 now sorted (four 804 Grand Prix cars were built
ready for the 1962 season), the old cars were sold off at DM
50,000 apiece. One of them went to Carel Godin de Beaufort (a
Dutch Count, who purchased his early in the year), one to Heinz
Schiller, and another to Count Giovanni Volpi, owner of Scuderia
555 Repubblica di Venezia (formally Scuderia Serenissima). The
787s were retained by the factory, but ultimately scrapped in
1964.
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he World Endurance Trophy tock the place of the World

Sports Car Champienship following the FIAs decision

to move toward GT racing and away from pure sports

models. Prototypes — sports-racers to you and | — were
able to compete for the new Trophy, with the four rounds being
held at Sebring, Sicily (for the Targa Florio), the Mirburgring, and
Le Mans.

The 1962 season
The sports-racing scene lost a great deal of its appeal for Porsche
in 1962, not only because the championship format had changed,
but probably also because so much effort (and not a small
amount of money) was being pumped into the F1 programme.
The factory entered just two Abarths for Sebring - numbers 48
and 49 - driven by Bob Holbert and Dan Gurney,and Edgar Barth

EBob Holbert (leff) with Edgar Barth at Sebring with the two
works Porsche-Abarths.

and Paul Strahle respectively. They finished the event in fine style,
taking first and second in Class. Meanwhile, Bruce Jennings, Bill
Wuesthoff and Frank Rand shared the driving at Sebring to steer
a 1.5 litre RS&0 to third overall; an incredible feat, considering the
pedigree of the three cars and drivers that filled fourth through
sixth places.

After the Le Mans test weekend at the start of April, it was
down to Sicily for the Targa. For this classic event, the dustsheets
were taken off the W-RS Spyder (718-047) and RS61 coupé
(718-046), cars that had not been seen since last years Le Mans.
Both were provided with disc brakes and new, two-litre Type
771 flat-eights. With a bore and stroke of 76 x 54.6mm, giving a
displacement of 1982cc, this beautiful creation was a larger bore
sister to the Grand Prix engine, developing 210bhp at 8200rpm.
The Spyder kept its 718 W-RS designation, although the closed
car was now referred to as a 718 GTR in its extended form.

The GTR was assigned to Nino Vaccarella and Graham Hill,
while Jo Bonnier and Dan Gurney were given the keys to the
W-R5 Spyder. There were also a number of Parsche-Abarths,
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The Holbert/Gumey Abarth tackling Sebring at the stant of the
sedson.
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The Barlh/Strahle car biurring the scenery in Flonida. The bwo Abarths were separaled by a Ferrari 250GT SWB, which gives

an idea of the kind of pace they were running at,
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Dan Gurmey o the 1962 Targa Florio, behind
the wheel of the 718 W-RS Spyder he was
assigned to share with Jdo Bonrier. An acciden!
put the car out early on, before the Sweds had
the chance to drive i,

T -l iy L several - |lke the eight-cylinder cars {(and an odd Maseratl) - efficially entered by Count
L ] E ! L ! Volpi's teamn rather than the factory. Ultimately, the WR-5 retired early after an accident,

while the GTR was third behind a pair of Ferrari Dinos, Bonnier pairing up with Vaccarella

before Hill had a chance to put on his helmet.The Herrmann/Linge car was the first Abarth

home, while the pairing of Pucci
and Barth came tenth; Strahle and
Hahnl were told to stop halfway
through the event, as their vehicle
was declared unsafe,

The big guns were back out
for the Murburgring, the factory
entering the two-litre W-R5 and

continued poge [0S
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Graham Hill thundering

= v
" around the Nirburgring!

Arve
car that falie




Various views
of tha Hil
Herrrnarnn

718 W-BS ai
the factory.
Note the 1962
windscresan
arrangemeant,
and the odd
combination
of a standard
road car
gearigver

and a driffed
accelarator
pedal in the
interior shot.
The tape on
the stesring
whes! is
holding in place a spare ignition key, The black items i the
driving hght pods are homs, incidentally, fitted for the Targa.
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Le Mans 1962, with the Barth/Herrmann (number 34) and

Buchet/Schiller Abarths in focus. The third factory car
(number 30} was driven by Pon and De Beaufort.

GTR models, as well as an Abarth for Barth and Linge. The W-R5
was assigned to Graham Hill and Hans Herrmann, but bad tyre
choices in the mixed weather slowed its pace. The 718 GTR of
Gurney and Bonnler (back to its familiar sllver hue) went out two
laps from the end whilst challenging for second, but third place
for the Spyder was a decent result, and both the 718 and Abarth
models won their respective Classes.

108

Herrmann at Le Mans,

Le Mans was the last round of the World Endurance Trophy
series.Surprisingly,althoughin the entry list (logged, like all works
cars in 1962 and beyond, against Porsche System Engineering),
the W-RS and GTR stayed In Stuttgart, and three Abarths made
up the factory contingent. One car had engine problems, but the
others finished first and second In Class, albeit a long way behind
the winning Ferrari. It should also be noted that there was little
else in the 1.6 litre GT category, save for the works Sunbeam
Alpines, the best of these finishing in 15th.

In the other sports car races that made up the season, there
was a one-two-three in the two-litre Sports Class at Daytona in
February, although the works-entered Abarth of Bonnier had
engine trouble near the end. Bob Holbert got on the podium at
Mosport, Heini Walter came third in the Tyral Races at Innsbruck,
and Dawie Gous and Al Klesse's RSK was third in the Kyalami
9-hour Race. At the end of the year, the eight-cylinder car did well
in Peurto Rico (with Gurney at the wheel), and in Massau, where
Heolbert finished just behind Innes Ireland's Lotus-Climax 19.

loe Buzzetta won the 1962 5CCA Class F title with an
ex-works car that had originally been shipped to America at the
end of 1958 for Jean Behra to drive at the tail end of the season.
Buzzetta duly tock the Class E spoeils in the following year using
an RS60,

As for the GT circus, Gerhard Koch was third at AVUS in May,
and second at Montlhery four months later, Bob Holbert had the
enly outright win of the year, taking the flag at the 400km race at
Bridgehampton on 15 September. Nevertheless, although it had
been easier in 1961, Porsche still managed to secure its second in
a row Grand Touring Championship title.

The experimental 1.8 litre 547/6 engine of 1962 had an
BOcc greater capacity than the 547/5 four, and gave 185bhp at



7800rpm. Although never released, work on
this powerplant led to a list of improvements
issued at the start of 1963 for customers
with 547/4 and 547/5 units, to release more
horses, These modifications at least kept the
Porsche racers in the running at a time when
the competition was fielding ever-lighter
cars with superb handling.

In the world of hillclimbing, Heini Walter
met his match in the shape of Ludovico
Scarfiotti's Ferrari Dino. Walter won the first
round at La Faucille, but the Fornovo-Mount
Cassio event saw Scarfiotti draw blood on
home territory. Parsche loaned Walter the
718 W-RS for Mont Ventoux on 17 June, but
still the Ferrari was too quick, as it was in the
next two rounds, despite Walter having the
two-litre Porsche at his disposal. Sepp Greger
won the final two rounds, but Scarfiott] was
declared 1962 champion.

Herbert Linge in Gerhard Koch's Abarth at
Maontihery for the Pans 1000km Race. The
pair finished seventh, but first in Class,
and only 11 faps down on the winning
NART Ferrari 250GTO.

WorLp Enourance TrRoPHY

Sebring 12-hour Race (24 March)

1 | ) Bonnier/L Bianchi

Ferrari 250TR

206 laps

_::_i P HillfO Gendebien

Ferrari zsgam

196 laps

3 | B Jennings/B Wuesthoff/F Rand

Porsche 718 RS60

195 laps/1stin Class

7 | B Holbert/D Gurney

Parschoe-Abarth GTL

188 laps/1stin Class

9 | E Barth/P Strahle

Porsche-Abarth GTL

182 laps/2nd in Class

26 | L Heimrath/J Palivka

Porsche 718 RSK

158 laps/2nd in Class

Targa Florio (6 May)

1 W MalressefR anrlguez
2 | G Baghetti/L Bandini

Ferrari Dino 2465P
Ferrari Dino 1965P

7h 02m 565
7h 14m 24s

3 NVaccarella/]l Bonnier

Paorsche 718 GTR

Th17m 2015t in Class

6 | H Hemmmann/H Linge

10 | A Pucci/E Barth

Porsche-Abarth GTL
Porsche-Abarth GTL

7h 45m 26s/1stin Class
gh 00m 05/2nd in Class

13 | AVella/P Termini

 Porsche 356B Carrera |

Mirburgring 1000km (27 May)

1| P Hillf/O Gendebien Ferrari Dino 2465P 7h 33m 28s

2 | M Parkes/W Malresse Ferrari 330LM/GTO Th 35m 49

3 | GHillyH Herrmann Forsche 718 W-RS 7h 42m 255/ 15t in Class
6 | EBarth/H Linge Porsche-Abarth GTL | 3 laps down

9

G Koch/E Mahle

Porsche-Abarth GTL

4 laps down/2nd in Class

Le Mans 24-hour Race (24 June)

1| P HillfO Gendebien

Ferrari 330TH

331 laps

2 | P Noblet/) Guichet
3 | L DernierfJ Blaton

Ferr_ﬂri ..'!_SCIGT (]
Ferrari 250GTO

326 laps
314 laps

E Barth/H Herrmann

Paorsche-Abarth GTL

287 laps/1stin Class

R Buchet/H Schiller

— Vi

Porsche-Abarth GTL

272 laps/2nd in Class
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Heini Walter about to biast away from the start fine in the
718 W-RS af Mont Vantoux.

Walter siding through one of the
hairpins on the Freburg-Schaunsiand
hitlctimb on 22 July, It was back to usihg
tig own car after this round, as the W-
RS was shipped to North Amerca for a
seres of minor races. It had very fmifed
sticcess goross the Atlantic, despite top
notch people behind the wheel,

F1 campaign.

Rolling chassis of the Type BO4. Four were built for the 1962 ‘ The completed F1 car next to its F2 counterpart used during

the 1967 season.
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The end of Grand Prix racing
At the end of 1961, Porsche management declared itself satisfied
with the performance of the Type 753 four-cam, twin-plug
engine. With a bore and stroke of 66 x 54.6mm, giving 1494cc,
the air-cooled flat-eight developed 178bhp with its four Weber
twin-choke carburettors.

The newType 804 chassis was taking shape, too, but upheaval
in the background slowed its development, Hans Tomala became
Technical Director early in 1962, replacing Klaus von Rucker after
the latter moved to BMW. Tomala was not from the ranks, and the
long-serving Lecpold Schmid resigned, feeling he should have
been offered the job. With Karl Rabe retiring, and Ernst Fuhrmann
already gone, it was an era of change just when consistency and
continuity were needed in the engineering department.

Anyway, the first car (80401) was up and running by spring,
with its Type 753 engine, six-speed Type 7B7 transmission, disc
brakes. and ZF rack-and-pinion steering, plus a new suspension
featuring double-wishbones, torsion bar springing, and inboard
shock absorbers. Most of the leading players had turned to a
monocoque chassis by 1963, but, for the time being, only the
Lotus 25 showed the way forward, At least the Porsche 804 had a
frontal area some 25 per cent smaller than that of its predecessor.
Side-by-side, the eight-cylinder Type 804 was dwarfed by the
original four-cylinder F2 car.

The Dutch Grand Prix at fandvoort (20 May) marked the
debut of the 460kg (1012lb) 804, with Bonnier and Gurney
driving two of the new cars, backed up by De Beaufort in his
private car, and Pon trying an older vehicle equipped with the
May fuel-injected four.lt was an inauspicious start, as De Beaufort
finished sixth,one place ahead of Bonnier, while Gurney had gear
linkage problems, and Pon crashed. At least Gurney had shown
decent pace,and was convinced he had something that could be
improved with more race mileage. For the time being, that was
anough to keep the F1 programme going.

At Monaco, Gurney had an 804, but Bonnier was given an
older model from the Count Violpi stable, while De Beaufort had
his own 718/2 to play with. The latter didn't gualify, although
Gurney put the 804 on the second row, Sadly, the American was
Invalved In a first lap plle-up, and Bonnler was the last carrunning
at the end. With Ferry Porsche far from happy, De Beaufort was the
anly Porsche driver in Spa for the Belgian Grand Prix, finishing a
respectable seventh, two laps down on Jim Clark’s Lotus-Climax.

The French Grand Prix on 8 July saw Gurney and Bonnier
campaigning the B804, complete with a number of chassis
upgrades, while De Beaufort ran his four-cylinder model. All
seemed off the pace in qualifying, but a huge list of retirements
and a steady run enabled Gurney to win the race by a full lap!
Across the Channel in Britain, the works drivers qualified on the
third row, but the American failed to shine and the Swede went

out with a broken final-drive.
continded page 116

The Carrera retums. This is the Carrera 2 homaologation
vehicte pictured at the factory. Production models,
avaitable from April 1962, featured disc brakes — a first for
the Porsche margue's road cars — and the 58777 fotir-
cam enging.




Right: Testing the new F1
FPorsche at Hockenheaim.

II-
[ |

e JI._ Eollio i ._._ m
ASTRAL | CasTex T = .

112



e e e

Ben Pon trying

the day fuel-
ijected four for
size in 718204

at Zandvoort.
However, Michaal
May left Porsche
at around this time,
and his fual-injected
grgine project was
duly shefved as a
result. Pon crashed
out an lap three,
but, in any case, all
gyes were an the
new 8iMds ...

Lan Gumey on his way to victary in the 1962 French Grand Prix at :
Rowen, and the poster commemorating the occasion. The eight- -LDalr_.' GL HT'}E’;
cyindar Type 804 gave Porsche its only win in a Word Championship }’

avarnt.






Dan Gumey.
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It was back on home ground for the next round, held at the
Mirburgring. The two works 804s were joined by three 718/2s,
and, whilst Gurney put his car on pole, prompting hopes of a win
for the German maker, the best the Stuttgart firm had to show
for a weekend's work was third place. Monza was worse, though,
with Bonnier sixth after clutch problems slowed his progress,
and Gurney dropping out with transaxle maladies after 67 laps.

L

At the US Grand Prix, it was again Gurney who was fastest
of the Parsche drivers in qualifying, and he came fifth in the end,
despite a sick engine. Bonnier had gear selector trouble for most
of his race, finishing 27 laps down on the winning Lotus-Climax.
The final round was very late in the year, held on 29 December in
South Africa, but for Porsche fans, all it did was confirm Graham
Hill and BRM as World Champions, as the works cars stayed
away.

At the end of the season, Dan Gurney was again Porsche’s
top man, finishing fifth after his win in the French Grand Prix, a
third at the Nirburgring, and a fifth place In his native country.
Bonnier was again well down the field with three Championship
points, only one more than privateer, Carel de Beaufort, in his
earlier machines. However, combining the totals gave Porsche
fifth place in the Manufacturers’ Championship.

Bonnier's car at Monza, with a close-up of the enging, now
developing around T85bhp. Note the wheel discs used for this
high-speed race — an inferesting ides, but not one adopted by
other teams.



an Gurney’s victory in the 1962 French Grand Prix

was ultimately to be Porsche's only win in a World

Championship event. Formula One proved to be too

expensive and, despite having invested a small fortune
in developing the flat-eight engine, it was decided to cut the
company’s losses and distance itself from the circus. Huschke
von Hanstein announced that Porsche was withdrawing frem
the world of F1 to concentrate its efforts on endurance racing
and the European Hillclimb Championship, giving the official
reason that Ferry Porsche felt that the Formula cars were too
far removed from proeduction machines for Porsche owners to
identify with.

Both Dan Gurney and Jo Bonnier were released from their F1
duties,and, whilst there were rumours of a new carin the motoring
press, these turned out to be nothing more than wishful thinking.
Saying that, though, work had continued on the 804 behind the
scenes on the off-chance of Ferry Porsche changing his mind,
with suspension madifications and an increase in engline power
(up to 200bhp on the test-bed), but it was not raced after 1962.

Thanks to the efforts of privateers, however, the Porsche
marque was represented in the 1963 World Championship.
Gerhard Mitter took fourth in the German Grand Prix, and Carel
de Beaufort managed sixth in both the Belgian and US Grands
Prix. In all, this gave five points, and seventh place to Porsche
as a constructor. To put this into perspective, the winning Lotus
team finished with 54, followed by BRM on 36.5adly, De Beaufort
died followlng an accident during practice for the 1964 German
Grand Prix at the Nirburgring: he was the last to use the 7158/2
in anger.

On the sports-racing front, the 718 W-RS and GTR were given
new front suspensions (similar in design to that fitted to the
787 F1 car), ending the long-serving trailing-arm arrangement.
In addition, the front bodywork on the Spyder was modified to
match that of the 1962-style coupé (they were both the same in
1961),and a number of other non-stressed panels were replaced

The first of the so-called Dreikantschaber modals pictured at
Werk | shartly after it was completed, Its proper designation
was the 3568 2000GS Carrera GT, but most refer to it as the
DKS — a shortened version of its nickname.




The Type 771 engine that powered the works GTR
and W-R3 models, Note the diferant camshaft
covers used on the 1963 version.

Herbert Linge.
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Herbert Linge {ieft), Paul-Ermst Strahle [centre),
and Antonio Pucci relaxing affer doing a fine job
for Porsche on the Targa.

% | 11

Jo Bonnier with the 718 GTR coupé that he and Carlo Abate
took to victory on the 1963 Targa Florio.

The Nirburgring was not kind 1o
_ Forsche in 1863, Ifs top finisher
i‘ was this car, the Dreikantschaber
. driven by the Walter/Fon pairing,
3V who were later joined by Linge
and Barth after their original mount

ground to a hatf.



The original DKS {right) was joined by a sister car in time for
Le Mans. The second DKS has a sightly narrower B-post,
which serves as a ussiul identifving featura.

by glasshbre items in a bid to save a few preclous grammes, Waork
on the Grand Prix engine enabled engineers to increase power
to 225bhpan the Type 771 unit. Naturally, this improved the car’s
power-to-weight ratio, which proved particularly useful in the
top-flight hillclimbing arena. Porsche had another track warrior,
too ...

The DKS

The Dreikantschaber,or DKS forshort,was the Carrera 2 equivalent
of what the Abarth-Carrera GTL was to the older T-5 body - a
special lightweight machine with superior aerodynamics that
took advantage of every loophole there was in the FIA rulebook.
Styling was rather like that of the 718 GTR, but with side windows
in the rear quarter panels, revised louvres cut into the flanks, and
a different grille arrangement on the tail.

The first DES was ready for the Targa Florio in May, powered
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WorLp ENDURANCE TROPHY

Sebring 12-hour Race (23 March)

1 J5urtees/L Scarfiotti Ferrari 250F 209 laps
2 W Mairesse/M Vaccarella Ferrari 250P 208 laps
3 GHIP Rodriguez Ferrari 330TR/LM 207 laps

Q [ B Holbert/D Westar

Porsche-Abarth GTL

193 laps/1st in Class

10 | EBarth/H Linge
15  CCasselfD Sesslar

Porsche-fbarth GTL
Forsche-Abarth GTL

193 laps/2nd in Class
185 laps/st in Class

Targa Florio (5 May)
1 | 1 BannierdC M Abate

Porsche 718 GTR

Gk 55m 45515t in Class

2|l Scarfiotti/L Bandini/W Mairesse

Ferrari Dino 1965P

a6h 55m 57s

1
12 | G Koch/S van Schroter

Forsche-Abarth GTL

3 | HLinge/E Barth Porsche 3568 DKS Th 26m 205/ 1st in Class
5 A Pucci/P Strahle Porsche-Abarth GTL | 7h 33m 37s/2nd in Class
7 UMaglioli/G Baghetti Porsche 718 W-RS Th43m 12s/2nd in Class
0 | G Cavaliere/N Riolo Porsche 718 R561 1 lap down/2nd in Class
F

1 lap down/1stin Class

Nirburgring 1000km (19 May)

1 J1S5urtees/W Mairesse Ferrari 250P Th32m 18s
2 P Noblet/) Guichet Ferrarl 250GTO Th 40m 03s
3 CM Abate/U Magliali Ferrari 250TR 1 lap down

4 | H-1Walter/B Pon/E Barth/H Linge

10 G Koch/P Strahle

Porsche 3568 DES
Forsche-Abarth GTL

1 lap downf1st in Class
4 laps down/1st in Class

12 H Kuhnis/H Schiller

Porscha-Abarth GTL

4 laps down/2nd in Class

Le Mans 24-hour Race (16 Juna)

1 L ScarfiottifL Bandini Ferrari 250P 339 laps
2 | 1 Blaton/G Langlais Ferrari 250GT0 323 laps
3 M Parkes/U Maglioli Ferrari 250P 323 laps

8 | E Barth/H Linge

Porsche 718 W-R5

300 laps/3rd in Class

was given a works drive alongside Don Wester,
with the other car shared by Barth and Linge.
The works cars ultimately came home ninth
and tenth (first and second in Class), while
Chuck Cassel (who'd had an excellent drive at
Daytena in his own Abarth) and Don Sesslar
took Class honours in the 1600 GT category,
beating Ferrari 250GT0s, Jaguar E-types, and
Chevrolet Corvettes along the way.

Porsche went to some real effort for the
Targa, sending the two-|itre 718 GTR (Bannierf
Abate) and 718W-R5 (Maglicli/Baghetti) eights,
as well as a pair of works-prepared, two-litre GT
cars.These were assigned to the teams of Linge
and Barth, and Pucci and Strahle, with Linge
having the 3568 DKS model (as seen at the Le
Mans practice on the first weekend of April),
while Pucci was given a rather more standard-
looking Abarth.

Bonnier was certainly on form in Sicily,
and did seven faultless laps out of the ten in
the race in his six-speed, 230bhp machine.
Mairesse’s Ferrari had an argument with a
bollard after a touch of rain made the roads
slippery, allowing the Bonnier/Abate pair to

An American dealer visit to the Porsche
wonks at the end of 1963, with the
company's new road car in the foreground,
and Ferry Porsche sitting on the front wing
of the company's new racer — the Type
04, Both vehicles ware styled by Butzi
Porsche,

by a production Carrera 2 flat-four, with a sister car joining it in
time for Le Mans., By the way, this model was classed as a Carrera
in race entry lists, but officlally called a 3568 2000G5 Carrera GT.
However, we will refer to it by its DKS nickname to differentiate
between it, the strict Carreras, and the Abarths, which were
still playing an important role in the Porsche motorsport
programme,

The classic races
Once again, the World Endurance Trophy was held over four
rounds, taking in established classic venues, Porsche entered
two factory Abarths at Daytona (one came fifth), before shipping
them to Sebring, where they ran with larger engines and disc
brakes.Bob Holbert had done well at Daytona with the Abarth,so
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win by a few seconds, despite gear selector problems - which
affected both 718-based cars. The winning average speed was
64.9mph (103.9kph), slightly quicker than the Ferraris that had
won this classic road race in the previous two years, There were
also Class wins for the Linge/Barth car,and the private Abarth of
Gerhard Koch and Sven von Schroter,

The Nirburgring was a disaster, with the 718 GTR of Jo
Bonnier and ex-World Champion Phil Hill dramatically crashing
out,and the 718 W-RS of Edgar Barth and Herbert Linge suffering
transaxle maladies;the works Abarth of Sepp Gregerand Gunther
Klass also falled to make the finish after an accident, At least the
Dreikantschaber had a good run, Hans-Joachim Walter and Ben
Fon (later joined by Barth and Linge after the W-RS expired)
taking it to fourth overall and an easy firstin Class.

At Le Mans, just four Porsches were entered, and all were
works-supported. There were two 718-based models {one GTR
coupe and the W-RS Spyder), powered by the two-litre flat-sight
units, plus a pair of DKS machines. As it happens, the cpen car of

Barth and Linge, complete with a new rear spoiler, was the only
Porsche finisher, coming in eighth overall (third in Class), despite
having lost a wheel at one stage. Both Drefkantschaber models
fell by the wayside with engine trouble.

The Targa Floric was to remain the only outright victory for
Porsche sports cars in 1963, unless one counts Edgar Barth's new
title of European Hillclimb Champion, won thanks to the use of a
warks elght-cylinder racer In a highly-tuned state. In reality, the
Spyder-based machines were outdated now, but soon a change
indirection provided the Stuttgart maker with the winners laurals
once again. Its a shame that an era had passed on something
of a low note, but, as Helmuth Bott pointed out:"In those days,
Spyders and road cars were not so far apart.” Porsche insisted
on keeping a family relationship between the production and
racing cars — even the early Grand Prix cars. When one considers
this,and the fact that the marques competition, more often than
not with far larger engines, was using some very specialized
machinery, Forsche's results are all the more commendable.

123



t the tail end of 1963, respected journalist and Porsche

fan, Denis lenkinson, wrote: “A short while ago |

published a photograph of the new Ferrari 250GT Le

Mans,and suggested that it was the beginning of a new
era of GT racing coupés. Now, Porsche have released details of
their new competition coupé for GT racing, and it is as exciting
as the Ferrari.The new Porsche is designated the Type 904, not to
be confused with the Type 901, which is the touring six-cylinder
that appearad recently at all the motor shows.

“The new 904 is a complete break from Porsche tradition in
its construction, for it has a chassis frame comprised of two deep-
section box members, suitably cross-braced, whereas previous
Porsche coupes have been of monocoque construction, made
from thin sheet steel or sheet aluminium. The 904 chassis has
double-wishbone and coil spring suspension front and rear, and
rack-and-pinion steering, all of which is directly descended from
the Porsche eight-cylinder Grand Prix models. The air-cooled
two-litre Carrera four-cylinder engine is mounted ahead of the
rear axle and drives to a five-speed Porsche gearbox, and the
drive is taken to the independently-sprung rear wheels through
one-piece driveshafts having very clever inboard universal joints
that not only swivel in all planes, but also extend in and out on
short links, giving friction-free movement to the rear end. These
new UJs achieve by mechanical means exactly the same effect
as Lotus arrive at with their rubber-ring 'doughnut’ Uls used on
their racing cars.

"The very sleek body for this new car is made from fibreglass
and is bonded to the chassis frame, the whole tail swinging
upwards to give access to the engine and gearbox. The four-
cylinder engine has 92x74mm baore and stroke, giving 1966cc,
and develops 180bhp DIN at 7000rpm using Weber carburettors
and a 9.8:1 compression ratio. This new car is in production, will
be sold for racing, and will be homologated as soon as possible,
and Porsche insist that it is not an ‘airport racer’ but an all-round

The elegant nose of one of three 204 prototypes built ([chassis
904003}, this one completed in August 1963, Although its
profita was first and foremaost created to cheat the wind, a

number of defail changes were soon applied at the frond,
howaeaver,
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Body produchion at the Heinkel works in Speyer, and the gossamer-ttun finished article. The hody was so fight that fwo people
could lift it with ease.

Testing the new mid-engied car at Solifude, although most of
the developmant work was conducted at the Nirburgrng and
Haockenheim. Due to its ight weight (the car was homalogated
at just 840k 14700y, fop speed was approximately 160mph
(255kph), with a 0-60 fime hovering around the 5.5 second
rmark. Nate the early-style alr intake an the rear flanks, which
was later given a scoop to help direct cooling air towards the
birakes.




GT car that can run in the Targa Florio, on smooth circuits, or in
rallies of the Tour de France type. It Is 150kg (3301b) lighter than
the previous two-litre GT, and has vastly improved roadholding
and traction, equal to the RSK sports Porsches of past seasaons.”

The Type 904
Ferry Porsche gave the go-ahead for a new competition car at
the end of 1962, when it was decided to quit the Grand Prix
circus and return to more familiar racing territory. To comply with
FlA regulations for the Grand Touring Championship, at least 100
examples would have to be built, thus ruling out labour-intensive
spaceframes and handmade bodies. Making a handful of cars at
a time, an aluminium body would have been the obvious answer,
but this was a job for artisans. Glassfibre, on the other hand, which
had been tried on certain parts of Porsche’s F1 and F2 cars, plus

Various views of an early pre-production 904, shawing the
interion, the front suspension and braking systemn, and the
engine in the chassis frame. The inferior was very funciional
conlaining all that was necessary and nothing more, and
fimished in matenals that would reduce glare. As the seats
were fixed, a comfortable driving posifion was accomplished
via movemeant in the steerng column and pedal box, The
dashboard and steering wheel were changed slightly on
senes-production versions of the car,




Chassis 904002 zeen from above. Note the four-cylinder
Carrera unit and ol tank baneath the ralsed engine cover
on the first cars. Also, the way the doors cut into the roof
o akd access and egress, the fuel filler poking through the
front compartment i, and the novel windscrasn wiper
arrangement, with bwo arms operaling a sngle blade.

the W-RS in 1963 guise, was a better option for volume of the
sort envisaged in this case, as components could be produced
quickly and easily as soon as a mould had been made - and
even the moulds were cheap to make compared to pressing
dies and stamps. This material was therefore chosen for speed of
production, as four to five cars a day had ta be built in order far
the model to qualify in time for the start of the 1964 season.
_.. .. I“..L However, apart from the odd, small component here and
“ - - == there, Porsche had no real experience of working in glassfibre,
- 1. 5o farmed out the work to Ernst Heinkel Flugzeugbau — Heinke|
xis : : F S being a company perhaps better-known for its bombers and
_ bubble cars rather than exotic bodyshells! But this turned out
to be an Ideal partnership, resulting in the creation of a series of
lightweight panels that could be reproduced at will.

The body (designed In the first weeks of 1963 by Butzi
Porsche, by then head of the new Styling Department) was very
much an evolution of the 3568 DKS and 718 GTR models, with
the same elegant, pointed nose, but with a simple door cut line,
and a Kamm tail - a popular aerodynamic trick of the period. The
character line at what would be bumper height on a regular car
was also seen in more subtle form on the DKES and GTR, but as a

An early Carrera GTS beihg completed in Stuttgant. and what
appears to be the same car on display at the 1964 Ganava
Show.

deep tuck-in of the sills on these clder machines rather than a
full-length creass. In addition, the roofline was shortar,as the rear
side windows were deleted and the rear screen brought closer
to the cockpit, sunk in-between “flying buttresses’ on the 904
that sweep down from the roof to taper off above the bulging
rear wheelarches, The bodyshell was ultimately bonded to the
ladder-frame chassis to enhance rigidity.

The idea was to use the flat-six then being completed for
the Type 901 road car, which reached the marketplace as the
legendary 211.HansTomala decided instead to stick with proven
technalogy, and opted for the fourcylinder 587/2 unit - a
155bhp tuned version of the two-litre Carrera 2 engine that had
already seen service in the works DES, Hans Mezger then further
developed the four-cylinder, four-cam unit, until the 587/3, as it

o
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The 804 GTS pictured with ane of the 13 pre-production
8171s in mid-1964. This particular shot gives a very clear
idea of scale, but hot long after it was taken, a decizion fo
canceal the second batch of 8045 was maade »n vew of the
uncertainty at Hainkel and a forthcoming change i the FA
rulebook,

‘customer' 904 = the Carrera G75.

Detail shot of the Type 58773 engine, as supplied in the ‘
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Another view of the busy workshop, which would fater be
used for 8711 proguction.

The competition shop, with 804 protofypes in the foreground,
and three special cars about lo becormne something really
special over the next few days in the background, The anhgine
bay was built to take six- and eight-cylinder lumps, and this is
where the 904/6 and 904/8 variants werg bom,
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Tall of & works B04/8. The 904/8 combined the body of the
Carrera GTS with the 225bhp, two-litre Tvpe 7771 fat-elght
engine to give a devastating sporis-racer. First seert at the Le
Mans test weekend in Apell, the B04/8°s official debut came on
the Targa Floro.

Edgar Barth raking good use of the roll-over bar added to
the W-AS5 in 7863 to jump hfo this well-used works car at
Sebnng. It proved temperamental in Florda, and again when
: the same car wore humber 188 for its fourth Targa. Perhaps

: — R . it was starfing fo show its age? After all, only one 718 W-RS
6 . s Cen e e was ever built ...
he W-RS with Graham Hill at the wheel in Sicily. A driveshaft

coupling gave way when Bonmier was driving. radius rods to aid locatlion. Disc brakes were used on all four
corners, sourced from the 356C parts bin, shrouded by Dunlop

165 R135 radials mounted on 3J rims,
was known, reliably produced 180bhp and 145lbft of torque with The first production model was completed in November
a straight-through exhaust, or 155bhp/125|bft in road-going 1963, and details were released to the press at the end of the
trim. It was linked to a five-speed transaxle incorporating a ZF  month. The price for the Carrera GTS - the ‘customer’ version of
limited-slip differential, and a number of gear ratio options. the 904 — was less than DM 30,000, which was quite cheap for a

With a 2300mm (20.5in) wheelbase, and track dimensions thoroughbred racing machine.

of 13153mm (31.8in) up front and 1312mm {31.6in) at the rear, The intention was to build 100 examples with the four-
the chassis frame played host to double-wishbone suspension  cylinder Carrera engine for homologation purposes as soon as
at both ends, with coil spring/shock absorber units employed  possible (two cars a day proved the limit at the Heinkel facility),
for springing and damping. At the front, this assembly satin the and then to make a small series as works cars with six- and eight-
middle of the wishbones, but at the back, they sat outside, with  cylinder power units. After that, a second series of 100 vehicles
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would be built for the 1965 season, solely with six-cylinder
engines and with an evolution certificate for GT competitions,

Records show that around 110 904s were built in the initial
production run. Porsche kept the first ten 1964 maodel year
cars for itself, but the vast majority of the rest were sold within
weeks, with some deliverad as early as the middle of January.
Although many of the early cars went to America, it wasn't until
31 March 1964 that homologation requirements were finally
met; sadly, too late for Daytona and Sebring, putting the car in a
Class it was never meant to be competitive in. Despite the car'’s
popularity, demand did ultimately outstrip supply, as the second
batch was never made. Instead, with Heinkels future as part of
the VFW group uncertain, resources were poured into another
new machine planned for 1966, when the World Championship
would be run using a different format.

The 3568 DKS of Gunther Kiass and Jochen Neerpasch
being admired in Sicily, and a rear view of the same caras i
appeared on the Targa Floro.




Edgar Barth and Umberto Magiioll were running well

w1 the 204/8 untll a coill spring and damper unil broke,

causing a small accident that slowed the pair for the
remainder of the race.
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1964 season review

As the World Sports Car Championship format became less and
less distinect, with a great deal of its appeal lost as a result, the
most important races were those that accepted prototypes,
for these were the closest to a proper no-holds-barred formula
- events that accepted pure sports-racers, and therefore the best
that each manufacturer could fisld, These high profile endurance
events (some of which allowed GTs torun at the same time, giving
the kind of colourful grids that harked back to the heydays of
the 1950s), were augmented by GT races and hillclimbs, and even
the Tour de France Automaobile was included. Naturally, it was
almast impossible to declare a warthy champion at the end of
the season ..

Porsche entered the two 356B DKS models at Daytona, with
Edgar Barth, Herbert Linge, Jo Bonnier, and Don Wester sharing
the driving in this 2000km, GT-anly meating. In a race dominated
by 250GTOs, which marked the debut of the 904 (albeit an
unsuccessful outing), one of the factory Porsches came sixth
{first in Class), with the other eighth {second in Class).

These same two cars were then used for the Sebring 12-hour
classic a month later in March, along with the 718 W-RS for Barth
and Linge. The best of the works Porsches was the standard’
DKS handled by Ben Pon and Joe Buzzetta (the Don Wester DKS
ran as a prototype), finishing tenth overall and first in the two-
litre GT category. However, it was not the first Porsche to cross
the line; that honour went to the ninth-placed 204 GTS driven
by Briggs Cunningham and Lake Underwood. The 904 was not
homologated until April, meaning it had to run as a prototype
at Sebring, rather than a GT car. Nanetheless, it still wan its Class,
in this, its first major race (Daytona was not on the international
calendar at that time). Twe other 904 GTS models finished, with
two more failing to reach the end - all of the 904s were privately
entered in Florida.

The 904 had already shown a good turn of speed in the
States, on power tracks where a horsepower advantage could
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The Davis/Pucci 904 on its way to victory on the Targa.

make itself felt, but superior handling was very much the order
of the day on the Targa Florio. A good chassis could level things
up, aslong as there was enough torgque on hand to getout of the
corners as quickly as a well-balanced car could go through them.
Modifications applied after lessons learnt from the US races, and
further testing, improved the 904, with better venting for the
engine bay, and a host of minor changes aimed at enhancing
reliability and ease of servicing.

With the Ferrari factory team staying away from Sicily, it
looked like the biggest threat to Porsche would come from
the Shelby-Cobras and privateers. The works entered the W-R5
and a new eight-cylinder version of the 904 (designated as a
904/B), plus a 3568 DKS and two 904 GTS models. Unfortunately,
a driveshaft coupling broke while Bonnier was leading in the
W-R5, leaving Barth and Maglicli in front in the 904/8. This pair
wias then delayed when a suspension failure caused an accident,
though there were enough regular 904s to give the Stuttgart
margque an epic victoery. Colin Davis (son of the famous journalist
and racing driver, Sammy), and Antonic Pucc won the 1984
Targa Florio; Linge and Balzarini finished second in another 904
GT5. The DKS came seventh after brake problems slowed Klass,
a top rally exponent, but he and Neerpasch could be proud of
their third in Class, while Jacques Rey's 904 GTS picked up fourth
in the same 2000 GT category.

A 500km race at the beautiful Spa circuit was added to the
1964 endurance calendar, albeit restricted to GTs. No fewer than
eight 904 GT5s finished the event, including the sole factory car
(a normal, four-cylinder version) entered for Barth, with only one
falling by the wayside, Reliability concerns voiced during the
Targa Florio proved unfounded.

Although Ferrari won at the Nurburgring, Porsches
performance was every bit as impressive, thanks to the efforts of
privateers, The factory entered 904/8s for the pairings of Davis/



Front and rear views of the waorks 904/8 supposed to
have been shared by Colin Davis and Edgar Barth for the
Narburgring 1000km classic, although they ended up using
a four-cylnder machine brought along as a T-car. Number
48 was driven by Herbert Linge and Gerhard Mitter, while
128 in the background was handied by Jo Bonnier (seen
falking to Huschke von Hansteln at the back of 127), and
Richie Ginther

Barth {forced to use a spare GTS following a pre-race accident)
and Bonnier/Ginther, plus a reqular 904 for Linge and Mitter.
Davis and Barth crashed out, while Bonnier and Ginther had
all sarts of problems, but somehow limped to a Class victory,
even after finishing behind Ben Pon’s privately-owned GT5; the
fact there were no other vehicles left in the Prototype category
after 1000km seems to explain it! The Linge/Mitter car finished

Gunther Klass and Sepp Greger shared the 3568 DKS,
but it was Klass™ name on the entry list rather than Forsche
Sysfemn Engineering.

This Belgian 904 GTS of Marcel van
Bierbeek and Emile-Claude Clemens
crashed out of the Nirburgring event.

frsel: The car that Herbert Moler and Andre
Knorr took to sixth place {(second in Class)
at the Narburgring. Sadly, the works Ferranis
were too strong for the Stuttgart warriors on
this occasion.
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a disappointing 12th, with no fewer than six
GT5s crossing the line ahead of them.

Le Mans was not kind to Porsche. Both
904/8s (204008 and 904009) had engine and
clutch trouble that put them out of the race,
and clutch slip on the works GTS of Koch and
Schiller slowed progress on that car, too. Even
though the privateers did well, in reality, the
weekend was best forgotten ...

The circus them moved to Reims, but only
one 904/8 (assigned to Davis/Barth) and a GTS
for Koch and Mitter were entered by the works.
MNevertheless, eight other 904s lined up on the
grid, thanks to private owners turning out, so
there was plenty of Porsche representation.
Unfortunately, the 904/8 dropped out when its
gearbox lost all its oil and it became something
of a Ferrari whitewash. At least the German
maker could claim excellent reliability for the
reqular GTS, and a one-twa-three in Class, but it
wasn't quite the same as an outright victory.

The 904s were restricted to the separate
1600cc race at the TT at the end of August, and
there was no works activity, The next round of
interest was therefore the final one in Paris - the
Mantlhéry 1000km Race. The 904/6 of Linge
and Mitter went out following an accident
(not a good debut for the six-cylinder version
of the 904}, and the car entered by Auguste
Veuillet for Buchet and Klass also fell by the
wayside. But at least the factory 904/8 (904009)
finished on the podium, and there was another
one-two-threa in Class for the run-of-the-mill
904s, giving Porsche yet another two-litre GT
Championship title.

Of the minor events, Gerhard Koch won
the Rheinland-Pfalz race at the Nudrburgring
in August in his 904, Rob Slotemaker took
the flag at the Inter-Europa three-hour event

at Monza, and alse came third at the Ndrburgring, while Joe
Buzzetta and Bill Wuesthoff won the Bridgehampton Double 500
meeting, followed home by the 904 of Skip Scott. Other Porsche
204 drivers to pick up podium places included Ben Pon at the
Mirburgring and Manza, Guy Ligier at Montlhéry (third behind
Koch), Dickie Stoop and Mike de Udy at Goodwood, and Heinz

Schiller at Monza.

INTERNATIONAL ENDURANCE RACES
Daytona 2000km {16 February)

1 | P Hill/P Rodriguez  Ferrari 250GTO 327 laps
2 | D Piper/L Bianchi Ferrari 250GTO 323 laps
3 | W Hansgen/R Grossmann Ferrari 250GTO 319 laps

E Barth/H Linge/J. Bonnier
1 Bonnder/D Wester/E. Barth

 Porsche 3568 DKS_
Porsche 3568 DES

311 laps/Istin Class
303 laps/2nd in Class

LFERN

1

D Streeter/M Kurkjian

| Porsche-Abarth GTL

277 laps/3rd in Class

Sebring 12-hour Ra ce (22 March)

1 | M Parkes/U Maglioli | Ferrari 275P | 214 laps
2 | L 5carfiotti/N Vaccarella | Ferrari 275P 213 laps
3 | J Surtees/L Bandini Ferrari 330P 212 laps
9 | L Underwood/B Cunningham  Parsche 904 GTS 194 laps/1stin Class
10 | B Pon/) Buzzetta Forsche 3568 DKS 191 laps/1stin Class
11 | C Cassel/D Sesslar Parsche-Abarth GTL 190 laps/2nd in Class
18 | D Wester/B Jennings Parsche-Abarth GTL | 175 laps/2nd in Class
19 | E Barth/H Linge Parsche 718 W-RS 173 lapsf3rd in Class
Targa Floria (26 April)
1 | C Davis/h Pucci Porsche 904 GTS Jh 10m 545/1stin Class
_ 2|Hlinge/GBalzarini | Porsche 904 GTS | 7h 23m 16s/2nd in Class
3| RBussinello/NTodaro | Alfa Romeo Giulia TZ_| 7h 27m 075
6 | EBarth/U Maglioli (Porsche 904/8 | 7h 29m 16s/1stin Class _
7 | G Klass/] Neerpasch Parsche 3568 DES 7h 30m 455/3rd in Class
Spa 500km (17 May)
1 | M Parkes Ferrari 250GT0O 2h 32m Q55
2 | J Guichet ' Ferrari 250GTO 2h 33m 14s
3 | L Bandini Ferrarl 250GTO 2h 34m 20z
5 | EBarth Paorsche 204 GTS 1 lap down/1st in Class
7 | GEKoch Parsche 904 GTS 1 lap down/2nd in Class
& [BPon Porsche 904 GTS 1 lap down/3rd in Class

Jo Bonrver (leff), Herbert Linge (centre), and master engneer,
Helmuth Bott, pictured in refiective mood in 1964,
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INTERNATIONAL ENDURANCE RACES

Mirburgring 'II:ICICIIHE'I Pay)

1 | L ScarfiottifM Vaccarella Ferrari 275P 7h08m 27s

2 | M Parkes/f] Guichet Ferrari 250GTO 7h 09m 02s

3 | B Pon/G Koch Parsche 904 GTS Th 12m 345015t in Class

5 | J Bonnier/R Ginther Parsche 904/8 2 laps down/1st in Class

6 | H Mller/A Knorr Porsche 504 GTS | 2laps down/2nd in Class

8 | ) siffert/H Schiller Parsche 904 GTS 2 laps down/3rd in Class
15 | G Klass/s Greger Porsche 356B DES 3 laps down/3rd in Class

Le Mans 24-hour Race (21 June)

1 [J Guichet/N Vaccarella Ferrari 275P 348 laps

2 | GHillZ) Bannier Ferrari 330P 344 laps

3 | J Surtees/L Bandini Ferrari 330P 337 laps

7 | R Buchet/G Ligier Paorsche 904 GTS 322 laps/istin Class

8 | B Pon/H van Zalinge Paorsche 204 GTS 318 laps/2nd In Class
10 | G Kech/H Schiller Parsche 904 GTS 314 laps/3rd in Class

Action from the Japanese Grand Prix, and a

Reims 12-hour Race (5 July) Prince Skyline being chased by a 804 GTS,

1 | GHill{] Bonnier Ferrari 275LM/P 296 laps The 804, driven by Soukichi Shikiba, went on

2 | I Surtees/L Bandin| Ferrarl 275LM/P 295 laps to win the event. (Courtesy Nissan)

3 | M Parkes/L Scarfiotti Ferrari 250GTO 279 laps

5 | N Estefano/A Viannini Porsche 504 GTS 273 laps/1stin Class Although Edgar Barth won the Mont Ventoux

6 | G Koch/G Mitter Forsche 904 GTS 271 laps/2nd in Class filfcimb i an Ehva-Porscha, he was soon

7 | B Pan/R Slatemaker Parsche 904 GTS 270 laps/3rd in Class back in the driving seat of the 718 W-RS.

Montihéry 1000km (17 October)

-
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1| GHIlll) Bonnier | Ferrari 330P 129 laps . ¥
2 | P Rodriguez/) Schlesser Ferrari 250GTO 127 laps e " i
3 | E Barth/C Davis Porsche 904/8 126 laps/1stin Class '
6 | R Slotemaker/D van Lennep Paorsche 904 GTS 124 laps/1stin Class
8 | B Pon/G Koch Parsche 504 GTS 123 laps/2nd in Class
9 | J Dewezi) Kerguen Paorsche 904 GTS 121 laps/3rd in Class

There was also a third place in the Tour de France Automaobile
for Robert Buchet and Herbert Linge, which translated into an
easy Class win for the French-German pairing and their 304 GT5;
the works car of Gunther Klass and Rolf Wutherich came next,
followed by two more 204 GTSs. Farther afield, Socukichi Shikiba
wan the lapanese Grand Prix, but it wasn't long before the
domestic manufacturers were creating some very specialized
machinery to meet the German challenge.

The Elva-Porsche
Elva was a British sports car maker founded in 1955 by Frank
Nichols.Elvas were always popularin America,allowing Nichols to
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A beautiful shat from the Galsberg everit n Austria, with Barth
irt the background studying the competition = in this case, a
BMW-powered Lotus ...

expand the business in 1962 with larger premises opened in Rye,
southern England. The Mark VIl that was launched at that time
came to the attention of a number of US racers, and Carl Haas,
the Elva importer based in Chicago, was asked to see if Porsche
would be willing to supply power units for this lightweight
machine.

Uitimately, Porsche developed a 180bhp, fourcylinder

PO smsSsSs e

Edgar Barth threading his way through traffic to the start
of the Sierra Montagna Crans hiflclimb. OF the seven poit-
scoring rounds, he won the firsf six to claim the 1964
European Hilclimb Championship with ease. This last event
of the season, N which Barth failed to finish, was won by
Herbert Miber in an Elva-Porsche. Sadly, Barth fell sedously
W soon after, and died in May 1965, The W-R5 was ratired In
his honour,

Carrera engine with a horizontal cocling fan for the project,
and linked it to a five-speed gearbox before it was mated to the
Mark VIl spaceframe. Testing took place at the end of 1963, with
Herbert Linge personally trying the prototype as a safeguard
against factory embarrassment. The first car was then shipped
to Haas, and raced with a great deal of success at the tail end of
the season.

At the 1964 London
Racing Car Show, it was
announced that Trojan had
bought the Elva marque,
but the official debut of the
‘production’  Elva-Porsche
was of greater Importance to
followersof motorsport.More
than a dozen were built and
shippedstraightto the States,
but the marriage of an Elva
chassis and a Porsche engine
was somehow destined to
be better in theory than in
practice. At |east the Elva-
Porsche combination found
favour with the hillclimbing
set In Europe, but it was of
little consolation to those
whao did the matchmaking in
the first place ...
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hankfully, 1965 was the last year of a mixed format for

the top-class races; 1966 would see a return to purity,

with prototypes and proper sports-racers fighting it

out for a meaningful World Championship. This new era
would ultimately bring about one of the most exclting perlods
in the history of motorsport. In the meantime, the GT title was
stlll Porsche's target for the 904; the 904/8 and 904/6 models
were refined, and a batch of unusual eight-cylinder variants was
produced to compete in the premier hillclimb series.

The races
The factory had two 904s listed as entries for Daytona, but they
did not compete in the end. Instead, it was left to privateers to
upheold Stuttgart honour, and a very good job they did of it, tog,
with three GT5s finishing in the top ten to secure a one-two-
three in the twa-litre GT Class. There were no reliability issues,
either, as the fourth 904 in the race also finished, albeit a long
way down the field.

Despite a couple of 904 retirements, the GTS claimed first
through fifth in Class at Sebring, with the two works-entered cars
coming out at the top of the pile. The factory 904/8 coupe was
perhaps the only disappointment in a very wet Florida, finishing
a long way down on the leaders.

Porsche had a 904/8 and a 904/6 at the Le Mans test weekend
in early April, the latter spotted with a vertical cooling fan (still
horizontal on the eight-cylinder car), and
special Weber carburettors, Lap times

revealed it was going to be a Ferrari versus Having made its debut in Montheéry at end of
Ford event, with the Porsches quite a long 1964 (04007 duly comvarted), the 804/6 concept
way off the pace. But 24 hours is a long was developed further in 1965, and two new
time, and nothing is ever certain until the cars were built (906077 and 806012). These
chequered flag falls at Le Mans. used the 1991cc Type 907 engine employed i

Monza was added to the calendar the 811 road car, but, with twin-piug heads and
for 1965, with Ferrari turning out in force. a number of other modifications, i was tuned to

However, the performance of Ben Pon | give 180bhp nstead of the regular 130Bho. Tuning
and Robert Slotemaker's private 904 GTS and a new exhaust system bumped up power 1o
was quite remarkable, recording fourth 185bho on the 904 58743 four-cylindar engine, _
aoverall against oppositien that should too, Improvameants in Graking, steerng and g

have proved way too strong if one was to suspension were also made in readiness for the §
take any notice of bookmaker's adds. Only NEWw Season,
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Another 904 variant was the 904/8 Bergspyder. In hillcimbing, weight reduction comes before beauty, and styling
considerations were obviously of no concem with this series. If appears that three cars were given Spyder bodies, usuatly
powered by fat-eights, although at least one had a slx-cylinder unit fransplant al some stage in its racing e, These cars, ke
the two new 204/8s built for 1965, carried 806 rather than 904 chassis numbers,

Gerhard Mitter and Herbert Linge
fook this 904/8 coupé to a Class win
in the protofype category at Sebring.
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The

works

cars The 804/8 Spyder that Colin Davis and Gerhard
about to Mitter campaigned on the Targa Florio being
sat off used as a handy writing desk, This is chassis
for Sicily. 906007, which was known at the factory as the

Gerhard Koch and Ben FPon in action during the ADAC
1000km event at the Narburgring.
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ane other Porsche was entered - that of the Scuderia Filipinetti
- but this was withdrawn following a fatal accident in cne of the
team's Ferraris.

There were no Porsches present for the Tourist Trophy races
on 1 May, so the Targa Florio was the next important race as
far as fans of the Stuttgart marque were concerned. Klass and
Pucci ran a 904/6 in practice, but swapped to a regular GTS in
the race, while Maglioli and Linge parked up their 911 to drive
a six-cylinder 204 (chassis 904001); Andrea Viannini crashed a
works GTS, and did not take the starter’s flag. Although a Ferrari
waon, the works Porsches filled the next four places. The 904/8
that came second was ane of the Bergspyder models (906007),
while the other 904/8, which finished fourth,had a regular coupé
body. In-between them was the Maglioli/Linge machine, with
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Kangaruh due to its diving charactenstics. One
contemporary report described it as looking
“terribly short and peculiar”

the Klass/Pucci car taking fifth and a Class win in the two-litre
GT category. Only one Porsche failed to finish - the 904 GTS
belonging to Giancarlo Maestrini, which had trouble with its fuel
system early on.

The Spa-Francorchamps event attracted little in the way
of factory support, so the Belgian Ferraris were up against the
Dutch Porsches, dealer teams,and a smattering of privateers.Pon
did well to keep up with the larger-engined Ferraris on this fast
circuit, and finished third in a 204 GTS, less than three minutes
down on the winner. A second in Class was duly secured by a
private 804 after Slotemaker had a wheel break on the other
Racing Team Halland GT5.

The 1000km classic at the Nirburgring was not a happy one
for Porsche in 1965, Edgar Barth had died on the eve of the race,
and cne of the 904/8 Bergspyders had been badly damaged in
practice, Overshadowed by the Ferrari prototypes (including a
new Dino 166), despite fielding three 904/6s and a 904/8 coupé,
Porsche’s performance prompted one commentator to ponder
whether or not the 904 was obsolete. The team would go



INTERNATIONAL ENDURANCE RACES

2 | V5urtees/L Scarfiott]

Ferrarl 330P2

100 laps

3 | B McLaren/K Miles

Ford GT40

96 laps

4 | B Pan/R Slotemaker

Parsche 904 GTS

92 lapsf1stin Class

larga Flaria (9 May)

1| NWaccarella/L Bandini

. Ferrar 275F2

fhiaim12s

(G Klassf8 Pucei

Parsche 904 GTS

2 | C Davis/G Mitter Porsche 90448 Spyder | 7h 05m 34s/1stin Class
3 | U Maglicli/H Linge Porsche 904/6 coupé | 7h 06m 58s/2nd in Class
4 | J Bonpier/G Hill Porsche 904/8 coupé | 7h 10m 08s/3rd in Class
5

Th1Tm 07s/1stin Class

Spa 500km (16 May)

1| W Mairesse Ferrari 275LM 2h 29m das
D Fiper Ferrari 27500 2h3Tm 43s
- 3 |BPon | Porsche 504 GTS 2h 32m 37s/1stin Class
10 | L Dernier Parsche 904 GTS 2 laps down/2nd in Class

Nirburgring 1000km (23 May)

1 | Jaurtees/L Scarfotti

Ferrari 330P2

Gh 53m 05s

2 | M Parkes/] Guichet
3 | J BonnierS) Rindt

| Ferrari 275P2
Porsche S04/8 coupé

ah 53rm 505
Th00m 59s/1stin Class

5| UMaglieli/H Linge
11 | A Fischhaber/U schutz

| Porsche 204/6 coupé

Porsche 904 GTS

1 lap downd3rd in Class
2 laps down/1st in Class

14 | M AbealsfG Selbach

Parsche 904 GTS

3 laps down/2nd in Class

21 | B Degner/F Kalkuhl

| Porsche 904 GTS

5 laps down/3rd in Class

Mugelle S00km (6 June)

1 | M Casoni/ A Nicodemi Ferrari 250LM Ah 59m 08s
2 | M Grana/C Toppetti Ferrari 250LM Sho3m 37s
3 | O Sigala/L Taramazzo | Ferrari 250LM 5h 14m 01s
8 | G Maestrini/C Fabri | Parsche 904 GTS 5h 42m 26s5/15tin Class

Le Mans 24-howr Race {20 June)

H Lingef/F Mocker

Porsche 904/6 coupé

M Gregory/J Rindt Ferrari 2751 348 laps
F Dumaw/a Gosselin Farrari 275LM 343 laps
| Ferrari 275GTE 340 laps

336 laps/1stin Class

1
2
3 | W Malresse/J Blaton
4
5

G Kach!A Fischhaber

| Parsche 904 GTS

325 lapsf1st in Class

Reims 12-hour RBace (4 July)

1| P Rodriguez/) Guichet Ferrari 365P2 284 laps
2 | 1 5urtees/M Parkes Farrari 365P2 282 laps
3 | W Mairesse/) Blaton Ferrari 250LM 279 laps

G | P Hawkins/M de Udy

Porsche 904 GTS

261 lapsf1stin Class

10 | C Barbier/ A Potier
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Parsche 904 GTS

231 laps/2nd in Class

in this 12-hour event, and with Montlhéry
demated, that was the end of anather year's
racing ...

In the minor meetings during the year,
Maurizio Grana piloted a 904 GTStosecond place
in the Circuit of Vallelunga in May, and Porsche
was triumphant at Solitude a couple of months
later, in both GT and sports car races. Ben Fon
won the Circuit of Zandvoort for Grand Touring
cars, and then Herb Wetanson won the two-litre
version of the Double 500 at Bridgehampton
with his own 904, There was only one other
Parsche in the event (the 3568 Carrera of Bruce
Jennings), and that failed to finish. Wetanson's
victary was therefare keenly appreciated back
in Stuttgart. To end the season, Robert Buchet,
RolfStommelen,and PeterGregg were second at
Mantlhéry, Innsbruck, and Nassau respectively.

It’s fair to say that the 904 had dominated
two-litre GT and sports car racing during 1964
and 1965, In terms of overall wins the 904 was
not as successful as the previous 718s, though it
did set Porsche on a route that led to a decade
of competition success. From now an, Parsche'’s
philoscphy on motorsport changed, with the
company’s racers moving further and further
away from their road car counterparts. The 904
was to be the last competition model in which
the Fuhrmann four-cam Carrera engine was
used.

The European Hillclimbing
Championship
In hillclimbing, the season was a three-way
battle between Porsche, Abarth and Ferrarl.
Gerhard Mitter used a 904/6 at Mont Ventoux,
but was declared runner-up to Hans Herrmann's
two-litre Fiat-Abarth. With no Edgar Barth to
defend his title, Porsche then gave Mitter the
car that had come second on the Targa Florio,
and he won Rossfeld by a handsome margin as
a result, followed home by Herbert Mdller in a
works 904,and Anton Fischhaber in his Porsche-
powered Elva, An Abarth won in Bolzano, and
then Ludovico Scarfiotti began an incredible
string of victories with his factory Ferrar Dino
206P and 2065 medels. With the Bergspyder
gradually refinaed aver the season - including a
complete revamp in the last days of summer -
Mitter was close behind when Scarfiotti chalked



The Lotus of Chris Willams looks in a sorry state, but Gerhard |
Mitter (seen here in the 304/8 Bergspyder) held off a pair

of Eva-BMWVs to fake the flag at the Nonsring ntemational
meeting on 4 July. The car was fitted with wider rear wheels

by this timea,

A couple of weeks later,
Ben Pon was in winhing
form at Soltude in his 904
GTS, with Rolf Stommelen
using one of the last 904s
built to take second place.
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up his four wins, but the Italian was crowned champion, as he
had been in 1962. At least the final round at Gaisberg provided
a one-two-three for Porsche 904 GTS drivers, with Michel Weber
leading them home in the awful conditions.

Interestingly, while Porsches works racing cars started out
silver, in the 'Silver Arrows’ tradition of the 1930s, the hillclimb
cars had begun to adopt Germany’s proper national racing
colour of white. One always thinks of British racing cars being
green, ltallan machines in red, and French vehicles painted blue,

The Solitude event also had a sporls and prototype race,
which Gerhard Mitter won easily using the 804/8 (chassis
SO0, aka Contergan). The Lotus-BMW in the backgraund
came second, two minutes down in the end, whils the 304/6
coupé of Herbert Linge was third.
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Gerhard Mitter (left) won at Rossfald with the
Kangaruh, 'he winners laurals can be sean n the
right-hand side of the cockplt,



Werner Brockhaus
iftirg a wheel

on the Freiburg
hilletim b,

fand overlearf) Various views of the 904/8 Bergspyder as it
appeared at the Ollon-Villars event, complete with much more
attractive bodwwork, and a new spaceframe undemeath it.

Note alzo the use of Formula One, 13-inch wheels with knock-
off hubs rathar than the traditional 15-inch nms, as wel' as a
revised suspension. In this guise, the car was officially known as
the Type 906, The ona shot shows Mitter with Fischhaber's Elva

-
1 b

o

waiting in fing bahind him. Rolling Mitter's car into battle on the Freiburg-Schauinsland
climb. A matching 904/8 Spyvder can ba seen bahind, with
Herbert Miiller at the whes!, Mitter carme second, while
fulier falled to findsh the seven mile (11.2km) course. At
lgast mooifications made to the Bergspyaders, both body and
rmechanical, were startihg to pay off.




but the image of German racers has always been silver, thanks
to the strong impression left by the Mercedes-Benz and Auto
Union Grand Prix cars of the pre-war era. This was not always the
case, however, for they started off as white. It was only after the
legendary Mercedes team manager, Alfred Neubauer, ordered
his mechanics to strip the paint off his racing cars in order to save
weight - thus revealing the bare metal underneath - that silver
became recognized as the shade for German racers, Now, on the
orders of Ferdinand Piech, Ferry Porsche's nephew, white was to
get a revival via the Stuttgart marque ...

nn Hansten
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L Perhaps the most Unusual competition role for the 804 was ifs uise

CLASSEIVIENT GENERAL as a works rally car. Here we see ane of the two 904s prepared

%m ?ﬁ" for the 1965 Monte Carlo Rally (chassis S04006 — the vehicle
that actually finished second behind a Mini Cooper 5), along with

CATEGOREE T 2500ccm Ll the 817 that came fifth. Given the snow on the event, the 904's
l performance was fruly remarkable.
a

Raolf Stommelen.
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he 1966 season was full of promise. To qualify as a Group

4 5ports Car, only 50 cars had to be built over a 12-month

period In order to get FIA homologation papers. A new

generation of sports-racers was born as a result, with last
year's thinly-disguised ‘GTs" becoming proper sports cars again,
GTs being recognizable as real Grand Tourers (Porsche 911,
Ferrari 275GTR, and s0 on),and the Prototype category (Group 6)
pushing the technology envelope. The Ford GT40 came of age,
along with the Ferrari 250LM and Dino 2065, and a new Porsche
that could compete on equal terms - the 906 Carrera &.

The Carrera 6

The Carrera & was basically an evolution of the 904/65 and the
Ollen-Villars Bergspyder run in 1985, inasmuch as the experience
gained with these cars was the starting point for the 306 design.
However, unlike the 904 series, under the new FlA& rules the
numbers required were not as high, and there were no niggling
warries about potential road use (demand had been high
encugh for the 904 not to have to allow for road car sales),so a
pure racing frame could be built.

The light and elegant spaceframe (built cutside the factory
and found to be as rigid as that of the 904 chassis, but a fraction
of its weight) was duly clothed in a body made of thin fibreglass
panels with gullwing doors. It was extremely low, and the
phrase ‘form follows function’ could well have been coined for
this vehicle. One-fifth scale models were produced and tested
for aercdynamic efficiency, and it was the results of these
experiments that largely decided the final shape. Attention
to detail was evident in each duct, louvre and curve, and the
windscreen was bonded in place to cut drag.

By the standards of the day, the 904 had been blessed with
leading edge styling, sporting a nose profile that cut through the
air,and a purity of design that eliminated anything superfluous.
The 906, however, made it look heavy and almost ornate. This was
a pure racer, with panels starting from the ground and stretched
tight up and over mechanical components and the cockpit,
then smoothed over to interrupt airflow as little as possible. At a
stroke, it even managed to make the Dino 2065 look dated.

The new frame and body played host to a number of proven

componeants from the works 9045, The 904/6 had come good at
confinuad page 153
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Ferdinand Pech, who
was heawvily involved in
FPorsche’s six-cyiinoer
engine praject, and,
later, architect of

the company's all-
CONgUErig racing
programme. He took
aver the Experimental
Deparfment in 1965,
and ther worked with
Helmuth Botft fo create
a magnificent lne of
memorable Porsche
sports-racers.
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Helmuth Bott - the
legendary engineer
behind so many of
Porsche’s road and track
projects.




Hans Mezger

— head of the newly-
created Kanstruktion
Rennfahrzeuge, or
racing car design
department. Tha 806
was the first vehicle fo
be created entirely by
this section,

The 906 Camera G at
the Porsche works.

The Type B01/20 unit that powered the 906. In itz basic
construction, it was simitar to the road car engine, but, i
order to reduce weight, made from even more exotic metals
than was the production version. it was uftimately iohier
than a Carrera four, thanks to extensive use of magnesium
afloy, titanium for the conhecting rods, and forged aluminium
pistons rathar than cast temes.




The angine in situ. Cooling air was drawn in through the
large scoop attached to the cockpit's rear bukhead, while
the fwo ducting tubes directed cooling air to the brakes and
lransmission.

S

| The spartan cockpit was as compact as FiA rulas would aliow,
while the deep and wide sills plaved host to the car's fwin
fuel tanks with a combined capacity of 100 litres (22 Impernal
gallons).
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ofa freshly RS
completed w
Carrara 6 at the b
works, With fhe
front cover off,
one Can se
the ail cooler
focation bevond
the Sdang |':|."'|"If.l
The small ducts
Iower dowr,
batweaan the
Ighting units,
wera there 1o
coo! the front
brakes.
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Ornce the batch of 50 cars was completed in April, selected joumalisls were
invited to inspect the 9086 at Hockenhaim, Note the diminutive size, the fow
front with its faired-in fghis, the gulwing doors, and the signature yellow-
tinted perspex canopy that smoothed aimfow over the tai and fed air to the
} engine. While the wheelbase was carmed over, the 580kg (12761b) car was
both wider and lower than the 804, with vastly increased track dimensions.
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the end of 1965, with the team encouraged by its performance
at Le Mans. The twao-litre six was carried aver, giving 210bhp at
B000rpmon a 10.3:1 compression ratio,and linked to a five-speed
gearbox with numerous ratios available to suit each venue, In
racing guise, the engine delivered an amazing exhaust note!

The suspension and braking system was also borrowed from
the 904 series, which not only used up parts on hand, but also
allowed existing customers to swap and change a large number
of components if they were racing on a limited budget. About
the only difference was in the use of harder mounting points for
enhanced contral, and greater adjustability built into the design.
In addition, the brakes were the uprated set with a larger friction
pad area, offered as an optien the previous season. Covering
these brakes were wider 15-inch wheels (7] up front, @J at the
rear), shod with either Dunlop or Goodyear racing rubber, which
helped improve handling and roadholding.

The first car was finished in December 1965, and testing
began straight away. The factory hoped to have the DM 45000
car homoelogated in time for the start of the European season.
As it happens, it wasn't until 1 May that Group 4 papers were
issued, but at least a few cars were made ready in January, and
there was nothing to stop It belng entered as a prototype In the
meantime,

Season reflections

An unusually cold Daytona hosted the season opener, extended
in 1966 to become a 24-hour event = the American equivalent
to Le Mans. Parsche sent over 904 GTSs for Gerhard Mitter/Joe
Buzzetta and Udo Schutz/Gunther Klass, plus one of the new 2065
for Hans Herrmann {back in Porsche overalls again) and Herbert
Linge. The works campaign was reminiscent of days of old - like
clockwork, with no concerns about mechanical reliability. As one
magazine put it “The German team had merely poured in fuel,
changed tyres and drivers, but nothing else.”" Granted, the big
Fords dominated the top placings, but the Carrera 6 came sixth
{first in the two-litre Prototype category), with the 904s a few
laps down but next in line, and with a Class win into the bargain.
Private 904s followed the ninth-placed NART Ferrari 250LM,
and only one retired, giving the Porsche management plenty to
celebrate before the next round at Sebring.

Porsche was out in force for the 12-hour Florida classic, with
two Carrera 65 entered by the works, three from private owners,
and five 204s, two of which were factory cars. The Herrmann/
Buzzetta 906 eventually took fourth place, beaten anly by V&
Ford power, thanks to the fast little Dino having gear linkage
trouble, and a private 906 (handled by Scoater Patrick and Don
Wester) that had been leading the two-litre pack being invalved
in a freak accident. But reliability counts, and, with 40 of the 64
cars that started failing to make it to the chequered flag, Porsche
had proved the paoint,

Foster declaning
Porsche's success af
Sebring, despite using
the Daytona car for

artwaork!

The next race was
at Monza, where Ferrari
managed to hold off the
Fords for a home win.
Once again, though,
the 9065 showed
exceptional pace and
reliability, even in the
pouring rain.They beat
not only the works
Ferrari  Dinos, but
much bigger cars, too,
to claim a convincing
one-two-three in
Class. Only one 906
failed to finish {Gerhard Koch's car), sidelined with
the only two 904s in the race, both privately-entered machines.

The Targa was an odd event, as, having received Group 4

Back in Stuttgart after a highly successful trip to Florids. This
wonderful picture shows (leff to rght); Meimuth Bott, Dieter
Glemser (who partnered Udo Schutz in one of the 904s),

F A '‘Butzi’ Porsche, Hans Herrmann, Ferdinand Piech, Ferry
Porsche, Gerhard Mitter, Peter Falk (a key development
engineer that worked with Bott when not driving 97171 rally cars
- ha was fifth with Herbert Linge on the 1965 Montel), and
Gunther Kilass, whao shared one of the 806s with Mitfer,




A couple of shots of the Scuderia Filipinetti 906 of Herbert
fiifler and Willy Malresse en route to victory on the 50th
Targa Florio. This was actually a factory-prepared car on lpan
to the famous aquipe, Note the tiny front spailars, added by

the works in the spring to reduce iift.

tried by Porsche previously, but while response was improved, it

didn't help on this occasion, as both of the 220bhp cars crashed.

With the 906Es out, it looked as if the 2195cc 906/8 was going
to win with ease, but then the rear suspension suddenly gave
way, bringing its race to an end. Fartunately, Willy Malresse kept
Porsche in the lead in the Scuderia Filipinetti car,and then stayed
in front to claim a well-deserved victory, beating the nearest

Hans Herrmann and Dieter Glemser were running well in the
ADAC TO0DOKm, actually stayng in front of the 80678, but an
accident ended their challange in the S06E. Another works
Q06E was sidelined by a broken driveshaft, but at leas! one
nrished fourth.

The BOE/8 of Rindt and Vaccarela at the Norburgring. Clutch
troubies proved its downfall on this occasion,

E:li_ﬁ}ﬁ'ﬂg .
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The fuel-injected, long-tail cars af Le Mans in the order

they finfehed, the car nearast the camera first home (Jo

Siffert becoming an important member of the Porsche
The 804 GTS was homologated as sports car for 1966, team thereafter), followed by riumber 31, then 32. The LH
complete with a subtle rear spoiler. By now, most 904 engines arrangement was far neater than that seen at the Le Mans

had a higher c/r and detail changes to give 190bhp. This was practice session a couple of months earlier, although it
ﬂE.‘fUE”}" &l WIJFIII'S car ;ﬂﬂnﬂd o 3 EEﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂ W{':Dmpﬂﬂf to film was found that fl'i'?_'l-' Sﬂﬂ.':rEll"'S ware neaded i each comer at
the action at the Nirburgring, with Paul Frere and Rainer the hack to prevent the vehicies fifting down the Mulsanne

Gunzler at the wheel. Straight, The new tail, whilst more aerodynamic, added

around 20kg (44b) to the car's waight.

An
honourable
meantion in
Dunlop's
aavertising
after Le

fans.

e - ;
| The Siffert/Davis car on a charge at the famoLls Sarthe track.
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Ferrari by a handsome margin of over eight
minutes.

After the joy of Sicily, smiles were few and
far between on the way back from Belgium
to Stuttgart. One 906E had an accident in
practice, and another lost a wheel in the race.
The regular 206 entered for Koch and Schutz
to drive had engine trouble, and it was left to
one of the Racing Team Holland 906s to pick
up a Class win, albeit 20 laps down on the
winning Ferrarl.

The ADAC 1000km race should have
been Porsche’s chance to make up for Spa an
home turf, and Von Hanstein put together a
formidable team. Rindt and Vaccarella were
paired up in the 250bhp 906/8 that had run an
the Targa; 206Es were prepared for Herrmann/
Glemser, Schutz/Klass and Bondurant/
Hawkins, and a regular 906 reserved for
Beltoise and Mocker. |t was not to be, howewver,
and wictory went instead to an American
Chaparral, with the Ferrari Dinos close behind.
At least there was a one-two-three in Class for
the 906 ‘customer'cars, all of which finished in
the top ten;the works-entered strict 906 came
haome in 11th place,

Le Mans was essentially a question of
Ford versus Ferrari, the Americans coming out
on top in the end. The Dinos also fell out of
contention early on, leaving Porsche a fairly
easy ride in the two-litre category, assuming
the cars could keep going, of course! One 906
went into the pits with a rough engine with
one hour to go, but otherwise, the other four
3065 finished a highly creditable fourth, fifth,
sixth and seventh, the Siffert/Davis car - the
firstof the injected long-tail madels — winning
its Class and the Index of Performance, whilst
the regular 906 of Klass and Stommelen wan
the sports award.

While Ford ranaway with theworld title, the
season had nevertheless gone exceptionally
well for Porsche, with championship results
augmented by outright wins for the Carrera
& at Montlhéry (Gijs van Lennep), Mugello
(Gerhard Koch and lochen Neerpasch),
Hockenheim {Gerhard Mitter), and Zeltweg
(Mitter, teamed up with Hans Herrmann). The
906 also dominated the United States Road
Racing Championship series, with Scooter

. Daytona 24-hour Race (&6 February)

WorLp SporTs Car CHAMPIONSHIP

1| K Miles/L Ruby Ford GT40 MEkl 678 laps

2 | D Gurney/) Grant Ford GT40 MEI 670 laps

3 | WHansgen/M Donahue Ford GT40 MEIN Go9 laps

& | H Herrmann/H Linge ' Porsche 906 623 laps/1stin Class

7 | G Mitter/] Buzzetta | Porsche 504 GTS (612 lapsfistin Class

8 | U Schutz/G Klass Porzche 904 GTS 610 laps/2nd in Class
10 | P GregglG Drolsom Porsche 504 GTS 589 laps/3rd in Class
Sebring 12-hour Hace (26 March)

K Miles/L Ruby | Ford Roadster X| 228 laps
W Hansgen/M Donahue Ford GT40 Mkl 216 laps
P RevsonsSs Scott Ford GT40 213 laps

H Herrmann/J] Buzzetta

Parsche 906

209 laps/1stin Class

J Siffert/iC Vogele
G Fallmer/P Gregg

| Parsche 906

Faorsche 904 GTS

| 206 laps/3rd in Class

205 laps/1stin Class

Oh | =] | ET | | a2 | | =

J DuvalfH Krall

Parsche 904 GTS

188 laps/2nd in Class

Manza T000km (25 April)

1| JSurtees/M Parkes Ferrari 330P3 100 laps

2 | M Gregary/) Whitmore Ford GT40 99 laps

3 [ H MUller/W Mairesse Ford GT40 | 98 laps

4 | H Herrmann/G Mitter Forsche 306 98 laps/1stin Class

5 | J Siffert/C Vogele Porsche Q06 96 lapsf2nd in Class
7 | C Davis/[ Glemser | Porsche 506 | 94 laps/3rd in Class

Targa Flario (& May)

1

H mMiillerW Mairesse

Parsche 906

' 7h 16m 33515t in Class

2 | ) Guichet/G Baghetti Ferrari Ding 2065 7h 25m 025

3 | A Pucci™ Arena ' Porsche 906 ' 7h 34m 08s/2nd in Class

5| U Magliolhf/C Bourillot Porsche 906 Th 51m 555/3rd in Class
Spa 1000km (22 May)

1 | M Parkes/L Scarfiotti Ferrari 330P3 4h 43m 24s

2 | JWhitmore/F Gardner Ford GT40 Mkl 4h 43m 29

3|5 5cotty/P Revson Ford GT40 2 laps down
15 | Gvan Lennep/D van Lennep ' Porsche 506 20 laps downf1stin Class

Mitir

burgring 1000km (5 June)

1 | P HIllYJ Banniler Chaparral 2D 6h 58m 485
L Scarfiotti/L Bandini Ferrari Dino 2065 . ah 59m 29s
P Rodriguez/R Ginther Ferrari Dino 2065 Th00m 02s

B Bondurant/P Hawkins
Gvan Lennep/D van Lennep

. Parsche S0GE

Parsche 906

 7h 06m 53s/3rd in Class

? laps down/1stin Class

e T - A VN

5 Axelssan/B Jahansson

Parsche 906

2 laps downs/2nd in Class

confimued ..
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_IIIEI'-|'“G"I::E£-H#H LI}'n_ge Porsche 506 | 2 Iaﬁs: down/3rd in Class

WorLD Srorts CAR CHAMPIONSHIP i

Le Mans 24-hour Bace {19 June)

1| B McLaren/C Amon Ford GT40 MEN 360 laps

2 | K Miles/D Hulme ' Fard GT40 Mkl 360 laps

3 | R Bucknum/R Hutcherson - Ford GT40 Mkl 348 laps

4 | J 5iffert/C Davis Porsche S06L 339 laps/1stin Class
5 | HHerrmann/H Linge Porsche 206L 338 laps/2nd in Class
& | U Schutz/P de Klerk Porsche S06L 337 laps/3rd in Class
7 | G Klass/R Stornmelen ' Porsche 906 330 laps/1st in Class

Jochen Rindt.

The Hockenheim 500km race was run in two heats as the new pils
were not complieted i time, thus making refueling dificult. SN, this was
something of a Carrera 6 exhibition race, with Milter, Klass, and Hermmann Jurgen Neuhaus.
fsean here) n the fue-nfected works 906Ls running away with the event,
followed home by a rich variety of privateers wsing Stuttgart-buit machinary,

Patrick winning the USRRC title, and Joe Buzzetta second in an
ex-works machine.
In hillclimbing, Mitter reversed last years results, with
Ludavica Scarfiott] having to settle for second place in his Ferrari
Dinoc - five wins and two seconds in seven events saw Mitter
crowned European Hillclimb Champion, with no-one willing
to question whether or not he deserved the title. Thanks to his
unique eight-cylinder Parsche (fuel-injected midway through
the season), and a new 910 Berg on a couple of runs before it
was destroyed, it was the kind of domination that brought back - -
memories of the late Edgar Barth ... Gunther Klass.

i

158



Gijs van Lennep pushing one of the seven private 3065 d D
entered for the Hockenheim race in mid-August. Udo Schutz, power UCRHM:;

Gerhard Koch, and Andre Wicky led a one-two-three in Class
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for the strict 906s.
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ubsequent to the more aggressive motorsport

managementstyle adopted in the previous year, 1967 saw

a new - albelt tempaorary - policy of fielding freshly-built

vehicles in each of the major races to aveid retirements
caused by what would eloguently be called ‘wear and tear'in the
second-hand car business, The enormous expense involved in
doing this was partially recovered by selling on the cars once the
factory team had used them and refurbished them with virgin,
six-cylinder engines, but Piech's section was working flat-out on
new machines that were being almost individually catered to
each event,

Porsche’s new gladiators

The 210 designation had already been allocated to the 1966
hillclimb car. However, the 210 was very much a refinement of
the 406 rather than a completely fresh design, with a new nose
profile and headlight arrangement, doors that hinged from the
A-past, the area Immediately behind the cackpit (the signature
canopy of the Carrera 6 was gone), and the way the rear valance
tucked in being the main areas of change.

Weight reduction measures were applied to balance the
areas where it was deemed extra strengthening was required,
and then, by making the body lower and shorter (as well as
cleaner through the air), it ultimately tipped the scales a few
kilos lighter overall, despite being a fraction wider to house the
new car'’s fatter rubber in each corner. At the same time, the main
components af the bodyshell were bonded to the spaceframe in
order to increase rigidity; this practice, first used on the 904, and
ather running improvements, produced a frame that was more
than 25 per cent stiffer than that of the 906,

The 575kg (1265Ib) 910 was generally powersed by the
220bhps1521bft, fuel-injected 901/21 unit, which Porsche was
now happy to supply outside customers that were competing
in the Prototype category, although the Type 771 eight was still
brought out for service in a few events. This added about 27kg
{60lb) to the vehicle'’s kerb weight, but an extra 50 horses more
than made up for it.

Suspension geometryand tuning was optimized via feedback
from the works track and hillclimb programme, with new, 13-inch
centre-lock wheels adopted to complete the package. These cast
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magnesium alloy rims were shod with wider Dunlop tyres that
their makers asserted could go a whole race distance - a claim
duly proved in Daytona! The only downside of using this wheel
and tyre combination was that the brake diameters had to be
reduced slightly.

The 906 was listed in Group 4, but the 206E and 910 had to
run as Group & cars due to their smaller build numbers (001 and
002 were assigned to the 910 Bergspyders, regular 910 chassis
numbers went from 910003 to 910028).But,under Fiech, the pace
of development was rapid, with a running change introduced on
the 9105 suspension; by the end of season, the latter machine
was obviously going to be superceded by the 907,

The 907 was, in reality, nothing more than a rebodied 910,
but it was new, nonatheless, demanding yet more time and
money. Making its debut in prototype form at Le Mans in April,
the long-tail design was refined in time for the French classic in
June. I've said before that nothing ever goes to waste at Porsche,
and the 9070 profile bore a striking resemblance to the jelly-
mould Type 64 Berlin-Rome racers of 1939, at least above the
waistline, while the long, tapered rear-end was a sharper version
of that introduced on the 906L.

The nose was moedified slightly to improve aerodynamics,
with the lighting units pushed forward and angled inward a
touch. The brake ducts disappeared (it was always envisaged
that ventilated discs, like those used on the 9115, would be
employed on the 907 series), but the aperture for the oil cooler
was larger, the front wings melding with the forward lid in a less
abrupt manner than before. The wing-line itself was extremely
elegant, like two perfect aerofoils seamlessly joined together at
the tiny deoor in profile, whilst a heavily-louvred perspex canopy
brought the reof down smoothly into the rearmost one, The back
- which made the car 740mm (29.1in) longer than a 910 - was
characterized by a small wing spoiler and two funnels, added to
help with transmission cooling.

The standard engine was the tried and trusted fuel-injected
slx used in the 910s5,and, as well as the uprated brakes mentioned
earlier, there were some subtle suspension changes. About the
only other thing of note was that the steering wheel was moved
from the left to the right. Right-hand drive brought Porsche into
line with many of its racing contemporaries, but, unlike rhd road

1967 ™



the way the door hinges (air pressure keeping it closed rather
than Wting it at speed), and the new, centre-lock magnasium
alloy wheels, requiring an enormous forgue wranch 1o
tighten the single nut holding them firm on the hub. By the
end of the season, however, Porsche was using alrguns an
the wheelnuts, heralding another advance in racing pitwork,

Until the Alfa Romeo 33 came along, the Ferrari Dino was
the biggest threat to Porsche in its two-litre category. To fight it
- not wanting to rely on an untried design - the Stuttgart team
had two 908Es (assigned to the pairings of Mitter/Rindt and
Schutz/Stommelen), and a new 910 handled by the dream team
of Herrmann and Siffert. Two Injected 906Ls and a handful of
9115 were entered by privateers to back them up. In the race, one
S06E went out with valve trouble and another hit something in
the night that damaged its suspension. Three Ferraris finished
line abreast, but there was no denying the 910 had made an
impressive debut, coming home in fourth (first in Class) despite
electrical problems, and ten laps ahead of the ex-works Squadra
Tartaruga 906 that came in fifth. John Wyer's JWEngineering had
also made an impact with its GT40; later securing sponsorship
from Gulf Qils, it would ultimately become an important part of
the Porsche racing story.

At Sebring, it was found the 910s were able to challenge
the big Fords — even the new MklV model. Herrmann and Siffert
teamed up again in one 910, whilst a second car was given to
Gerhard Mitter and Scooter Fatrick; Joe Buzzetta and Peter
Gregq plloted a factory-entered 206E, with Schutz, Stommelen,
and Van Lennep in the sister car. Sadly, the latter team went
out after hitting a dog, and two private 906s fell by the wayside
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Dawn breaking on the Herrmann/Siffert 970 at Daytona.

Reason to celebrate af Daytona, with Huschke von Hanstein
taking centre stage. In realty, although Von Hanslein was
still the face of Porsche (and undisputed head of PR), much
of the racing management was handled by Ferdinand Piech
by thig time.




around the fraont lid, one can still see its scrutinesr's pass in the comer of the windscreen, The 8707% headiight shape - which
is quite different fo that of the 906 's — can clearly be seen in one shot.

The car shared by Mitter and Patrick

on its way o a Class win al Sebring
{and what should have been second
overall, as the second-placed Ford was
awarded that position i the pits).

The Porsche
antry at Sebring.
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Steiremann, Stommelen, Mitter, Rindt, Herrmann, and

Siffert awalting the start al Monza.
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Hawing won the
Targa Florio in
1956, 1955, 1960,
1963, 1964, and
1966, Porsche
was defermined
to gef a good
rasult in Skcily
Here, we see fhree
Q10/85, and four strict 9708
fone was reserved as a T-car),
plus a typleal 9710 interion, The
factory also entered a 8715 in
a bid to zecure GT honotrs,
wihich it oid, Note the Porsche
fransporter in the background; &
big, enciosed \ercedes wagon
capable of carrving three cars
and sparas,

with mechanical maladies, but the 910s performed admirably,
claiming an easy Class victory and third and fourth overall. Dieter
Spoerry and Rico Steinemann {a name to remember) came sixth,
one place and three laps ahead of the Buzzetta/Gregg pairing.
Bringing up the rear, but winning its Class, nonetheless, was the
904 GTS owned and campaigned by George Drolsom.

Porsche tested long-tail bodies an the 910 at the Le Mans
test weekend, with the exhaust gases exiting through a wide slot
in the rear of the coachwork rather than via visible pipes. The

arrangement seemed to direct fumes
into the cockpit, however, so obviously
more work was needed to modify the
design before it could be employed in a
long-distance race. Sure enough, it was
refined, and given a more traditional
exhaust system, duly appearing as the
Type 907L at the Sarthe.

A couple of weeks after the French
testing session, it was off to Monza.
Porsche was still hedging its bets,
putting a pair of 206s on the grid via
Gerhard Koch and Udo Schutz alongside
the two 910s entered for Herrmann/
siffert and Mitter/Rindt. These were ably
backed up by the Squadra Tartaruga
906L, two private 9065 in regular guise,
and a 904. Only one factory-prepared
car failed to complete the course (put
out with engine problems), and, while
the Herrmann/Siffert 910 should have



The 2.2 re 310Y8 of Paul Hawkins and Rolf Stommelen on
its way to a Targa victory, and a new race record info the
bargain, the eight-cylinder Porsche averaging exactly G8mph
{108.8kph).

5, af the legendary NOrburgring circuit.
vere fitted to one of the 910/85 n this
race, and became standard fare on the front end of 87105 not
long after, once it was realzed that pad wear was dramalically
reduced,




Tha 2.2 Itre Type 771 flaf-gight lump in the 3710 {featuring a
new Bosch fual-infection system, with the infectors moved
from the ports to the intake trumpets), and a shot of Egon
Alber working an the sarme maodel fitled with a fuel-hhjected
six far companson. Note the fived fibreglass whealwealls,
ntroduced on the 810 to help strengthen the frame's ngidity,
and the buit-in cooling ducts that still fad air to the brakes
and transmission, but did away with the long pipework that
had previously hinderad engineg access.

The Jo Siffart/Hans Herrmann car (seen here) fafad to finish

due to valve troubla, The third 8108 entered by the factory;

that of Rolf Stormmelen and Kurt Ahrens, fell by the wayside
with the same problem 20 laps fater, The eight-cyihder
models were given the role of hares, the six-cylinder cars
folfowing at a slower pace that guaranteed theair survival,

finished higher {a broken suspension component dramatically
slowed progress in the last three laps, letting a Scuderia Filipinetti
Ferrari through with the flag in sight), there was no shame in
coming fifth.

Spa in the rain is a driver’s nightmare, but the inclement
weather, together with the track improvements that prevented
some of the flooding that used to occur after a heavy downpour,
made for an interesting race. The works entered 9105 for
Herrmann/Siffert and Mitter/Koch, and orchestrated a splendid
race, making up for the disappointing results obtained by the
private 906s (of the five, two didn't make the start line, and the
others failed to finish). In reality, the Squadra Tartaruga 9061 was
out for its second 1000km race in a week, so it's no wonder that
that particular car didn’t finish!

Two weeks later, Porsche was out in force for the Targa
Florio, entering ne fewer than six 910 models, including three
reqular 9105 and three with 2.2 litre, sight-cylinder engines,
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as had been seen occasionally in 1966, The Type 771-powered
machines, with their improved fuel-injection system, were

handled by the pairings of Herrmann/Siffert, Mitter/Davis and
Hawkins/Stommelen, while the six-cylinder vehicles weare given
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The 910 shared by Hawkins and Koch becoming
airborne at the Ring ...

... and this is the Mitter/Bianchi 910/8 that should
have won the race.

to Umberto Maglicli and Udo Schutz, Jochen Meerpasch and Vic

Elford, and the Italian team of Leo Cella and Giampiero Biscaldi.
The Sicilian classic started with Mitter the fastest of the

Porsches, though an accident ended his challenge, whilst the
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Ag on the Targa, Schutz had fo race with the roof section
remaved from his car, as there was notf enough head
clearance for thig tall German with the panel in place, The
pair of Schuiz and Buzzetta won the Nirburgring classic by a
margin of two-tenths of a second!
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The pit lane at Le Mans befora the race started, The 807L in
the foreground was the top Porsche finisher. The 8078 were
very unusual in that they had nghit-hand arive, hariking back to
pre-war practice when the majority of racing cars had rhd to
better sut standard circuit rotation. They also brought back
a rear canopy, something found on the B06s but nol carried

throtugh on the 810s.




A day lafer, and number 41 claims a Class wirr and the Index
of Performance award on the 907’ race debut, Behind
it we can see the 9115 of Buchet and Linge, the Ferrari
J30P4 that came second, and the Stommelen/MNearmasch
210.

for the BOAC

Advertising

00 ...

ALFA RO
ABARTy O LOLa

FERRAR| ::;ﬂﬂ VC1p
PORSCHE Mo AGE
CHAPARRAL MATRA

- BOAac

.. and g Shell adver! issued after Brands Hatch, which shows

a 910 chasing the Ferrari of Richard Aftwood and David Piper,
glarig with the Chaparral 2F that won the BOAC 500 and the Le
Mans-winning Ford,

Tail end of the season

||-iihlch"ﬂ-ul'5l|‘[-'lu L.-'rﬂ'Pi-l'-Ei'Iﬂl'I’l'l'

The 910/8 driven by Jo Siffert and Bruce Mclaren baing
foasted at a UK dealership affer coming third at Brands
Hatch, Note the differant front iid profile, shaped fo make
room for a larger olf cooler, and the aerodynamic appendages
an the fiving buttress’ behing the cockpit, Halmuth Bott

certainly looks happy in the centre of the shot ...
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2 | M Parkes/L Scarfiotti Ferrari 330P4 384 laps
3 | W Mairesse/] Blaten Ferrarl 330P4 377 laps
5 | H Herrmann/) 5iffert Porsche 9071 358 laps/1stin Class
6 | R Stommelen/) Neerpasch | Porsche 910 351 laps/2nd in Class
7 | V Elford/B Pon Porsche 206 327 laps/1stin Class
8 | G Koch/C Pairot Porsche 906 31 |a|.15.;".1n|:i in Class
BOAC 500-mile Race (30 July)
1| M Spence/P Hill Chaparral 2F &h 00m 265
2 | I 5tewart/C Amon Ferrari 330P4 6h0lm 255
3 | J 5iffert/B MclLaren Poarschie 910/8 2 laps down/3rd in Class
_8|TDean/BPon _| Porsche 906 11 laps down/1st in Class
11 | U &chutz/] Rindt Parsche 910 16 laps down/2nd in Class
13 | D Spoermy/R Steinemann Porsche 906 19 laps down/2nd in Class
17 | W Bradlew/M Costin Parsche 906 30 laps downd3rd in Class

The Maontseny hillclimb held in Spain on 21 May gave Mitter a chance

ta fine-fune the 910 Bergspyder in readiness for the rest of the

championship season. 1967 was the first time Montseny had been
approved as a round of the EHC, a situation which continued for just
fwo maore yvears,

Rudi Lins
attacked
the Rossfeld
hiltefimb in
Germany in a
Carrera b.
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The 911 was making its mark in touring car events and Eurcpean Hillclimb Championship, Rolf Stommelen won four
rallying, and Porsche totally dominated the hillclimbing scene  rounds and came second in three. Gerhard Mitter had done the
with the eight-cylinder, two-litre 910 Berg - now back to ultra- same, but his third place in one of the other events enabled him

lightweight open Spyder form. Of the eight rounds in the toretain his crown by the narrowest of margins.
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An impressive press presentation
at Hockenheim in December
1967. Neargst the camera,

the 810 Bergspyder-that

won the European Hillclimb
Championship; then, going back,
the 807 in short-tail ‘KH' guise
ready-far the 1968 season, the
907L, the 910/8, a strict 910, and
the 911R &t the far end.
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this was to remain a one-off, despite the weight saving. As it
happens, it was the 907Ls that put in an appearance first, acting
as the works cars for Daytona - the short-tail 9075 were rolled
out for the next World Championship round at Sebring.

Both of the 907 variants were powered by the 2.2 litre,
fuel-injected flat-eight seen in the 1967 910/8s, but now fitted
with a modified crankshaft and delivering in excess of 270bhp.
Incidentally, fuel-injection was given the FIA green light for the
906 In 1968, breathing new life into the old car, even if it wasn't
able to keep up with the works machines,

knowing of the changes ahead for 1969, when a three-
litre formula would be in force for the Group & cars, Porsche
was also busy working on a new eight-cylinder engine to suit
this purpose. First tried at the Le Mans test weekend, the four-
cam Type 208 unit (with a bore and stroke of 84 x 66mm giving
2924cc) was actually derived from the six-cylinder engine of the
911 rather than the Grand Prix eight, so it had a much simpler
camshaft drive. Indeed, the entire power unit was simplified, as
Ferry Porsche insisted that, given the investment necessary for a
completely new design, it could be readily converted for use in a
high-end GT car.

Based on the basic format of the Type 916 four-cam six being
developed for the 911R, with Bosch fuel-injection, the engine
dellvered just over 300bhp initially (unleashed at 8000rpm), and,
as a result, it was decided that a new transmission was required
ta handle the increased power and torque, A new six-speed
transaxle was designed with an exposed clutch on the tail-end
rather than on the flywheel, Carrying the Type 907 moniker, this
all-synchro unit was still used, even after a larger bore of B5mm
was adopted in the final race of the year, taking engine capacity
up to 2996cc and the rating up to around 350bhp/235|bft. Due
to the bigger engine, the fuel tanks were duly enlarged to FIA
limits for the Class.

It was very difficult to tell a 908 from a 207, as they are
wirtually the same as far as the body is concerned (even the
spaceframe was only altered as necessary to take the physically
larger engineg), The best distinguishing feature is in the shape of
the front oil cocler surround, which is oval on the later car, while
the latters vertical nearside brake cooling duct is anather good
clue The newer model is also usually seen with tiny spoilers under
the headlights on the KH variant, and, while the one on the tail
started off like those employed on the 907 and 9071, both were
changed as the season progressed, Careful inspection reveals a
slightly different front lid, too, as well as fatter racing rubber on
15-inch rims in the second half of the season - the reason why
the 908 body was made 110mm (4.3in) wider fram the outset.

The three-litre 908 was, in effect, the final stepping stone
ta the legendary 917, But it was also a big risk; no langer would
Porsche be playing the role of David fighting Goliath. Come the
1969 season, Porsche would be starting on equal terms with
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Ferrari and cther leading teams, and much would be expected
of the proud German margue.

For 1968, however, it seemed as though Porsche had the
cars, the budget (around 54,000,000 at the time), and the drivers,
with Jo siffert, Hans Herrmann, Gerhard Mitter, Vic Elford, Rolf
Stommelen, Jochen MNeerpasch, and Ludovico Scarfiotti, whao
changed his allegiance from the red of Modena to the white of
Stuttgart, as well as the occasional services of other top racers,
like Jo Schlesser. A championship win was not beyond the realms
of possibility ...

1968 — a hitter pill to swallow

Parsche went to Florida full of hope, for, although Autodelta
was in Daytona as a full Alfa factory entry, the Ford marque was
represented by John Wyer's private team, resplendent in its Gulf
colours,and Ferrari by MART. As expected, the GT40s were fastest
in practice, but the four works 907Ls were nextin line, followed by
the Howmet turbine car. The factory Porsches were all powered
by 2.2 litre flat-eights, now deemed reliable enough for a 24-hour
event,and, whilst the Mitter/Stommelen machine had an accident
early on (rolling onto its roof and setting off a chain of events that
also took out the Squadra Tartaruga two-litre S07L), its place was
quickly taken up by the 9071 of Buzzetta/Schlesser (actually, the
aluminium spaceframe prototype added to the starting line-up
as a late entry). The GT40s dropped out with engine and fuel tank
problems, allowing Porsche to dominate the front of the field, as
well as the GT category.

The grid was much the same at Sebring, except that the 907s
were shart-tail (KH) versions. Two of the four works Porsches had
engine trouble, but the threat of the JW Automotive GT40s was
diminished by a run of bad luck, and a Porsche one-two duly
unfoelded. Interestingly, though, Siffert had qualified within a
whisker of last year’s track record, so the 907 was undoubtaedly
fast. The other interesting point was the use of cooling suits, in
which a small electric pump pushed iced water through a series
of tubes in the driver’s racing overalls, although race day dawned
cool enough not to require them.

Of the 35 cars that took the starter’s flag for the BOAC 500,
na fewer than 11 were Porsches: three works 907s, three private
9105, and five of the older 906s. The Siffert/Herrmann car, which
had set pole, went out halfway through with brake problems
whilst leading the race, but the Ben Pon 910 was the anly other
Stuttgart machine to retire, John Wyer got his revenge with a
win, though, lckx and Redman beating the first Porsche home by
a margin of 22 seconds.

The timing of the Le Mans test session was rather odd, being
on the same weekend as the big German meeting at Hockenheim
(wheare lim Clark perished) and the BOAC 500. 5till, Parsche was
determined to try its 208L, powered by the new three-litre eight.
It was a glimpse of the future ...



: - Thanks to Von Hanstein's team orders,
B e —— . virtually everyone in the Porsche feam
L7 ! drave the winning S07L at Daytona.
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“ W In reality, it was the Elford/Neerpasch
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Like the Ferrans m 1967, Porsche finishead
Daytona fine abreas! (albeit several faps
apart) to add mpact fo a stunmng one-
two-three wictorny
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The Elford/Meerpasch 907 that came second at Sebring,
just behind a sister car, The other twao works 2075, also
\powered by the same 2.2 litre eights, dropped out with engine

' malacies.

Monza was next, and Porsche fielded two three-litre 908Ls
backed upbya 2.2 litre 907L.The JW Automaotive team won again,
and the 908s were disappointing in this debut outing - Siffert
had one of the rear brake ducting pipes come free and wrap
iteelf around a driveshaft, destroying a great deal of important
plumbing as the metal binding acted like a flail, and the Mitter/
Scarfiotti car had trouble with the fuel-injection system, delaying
its progress. The private 910 of Bill Bradley (the owner) and Vic
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Daytona
memores. From
the left: Holf
Stommelan,
Jochen
MNeerpasch, Vo
Efford, the then-
Miss Universe
fwho presented
the trophyl, Hans
Hearrrmanm, and
Jo Siffert. Note
y the colourful team
jackets of the
‘neyvchedalic’ era
and Les Lesfon
racing overalls.
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Jochen Neempasch blasting around Brands Hatch in practice
in the 907 T-car before an accident ended his enjoyrment,
He was unnjured, though, and enfered the race as planned,
teaming up with Vic Efford.

Elford was unlucky not to finish fourth, a loose wheelnut of all
things costing the pair five places.

TheTarga had proved a happy hunting ground for Porsche in
the past, and 1968 was no exception. Alfa Romeo had defended
Italian honour admirably, but the German assault was just too



Hustling the Siffert/Stommealen 307 on the 1968 Targa Florio.
Note the alfhoms fitted underneath the offside headlight; a
sensible precaution for the Sicifan classic,

The cars were identified by colour-coding as usual, the
winning car (seen herel of EffordMNaglioll having a vellow nose

3 o T _ with a bright orange surround; { also had the roof sechion
The 910 of Gerhard Koch and Rudi Lins at the Nirburgring. removed to allow clearance for Maghiolis helmet. This was
ft was one of 12 phivate B06s and 9705 at this prermier Porsche’s eighth Targa win,

German evant. L b
—liﬁ-—-iﬂ'
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Despite a throttle fnkage coming adrift early on, Vic Elford
and Jochen Neerpasch were running well in this 808 at Spa
until an accident ended their race. The wet weather caused

Neerpasch to spin, leaving him badly injured after the car

bounced off the roadside banking and markers.,

Karl vorr Wendt and Willy Kauhsen in the IGFA Carrera 6
at Spa. The pair had an excellent season, aithough whesl
bearing trouble delayed their progress in Belgium,

A non-championship race - the Solituderennen - af
Hockenheim on 21 July. The 808 of Hans Herrmann
can be seen sitting next to the Ferrar 330P3/4 of David
Pioer; Piper ultimately waon the 20-lap event by a fraction
of a second. Note the latest rear spailer arrangement,
introduced at Watkins Glen, and the bigger, 15-inch whee!
and tyre combination, adopted on the 908 in time for the
championship round at the Nurburgring i mid-May:

Jo Sifferf walking away with the victor’s laurels af Zeltweg.




Ty

W, '4“:1”?!., B, Pf‘r'z“

& L] ‘.l

The Spﬂrs-Jr}fSrememanr‘ 907 on Jts way
to second place in France's premier sporls
car race. Anather pnvate 207 can be ssen
chasing betind.

fahd opposite page) Various perspectives of
the Stommelen/Neermpasch 908 at Le Mans,
ncluding a suparty view of the engine bay
with ifs eight-cylinder lump of aluminium
and magnesium atfoy in place. Afthough
not visible from this angle, the latest engine
used g single distributor for the twin-
ignition system rather than fwo separate
ones handing eight plugs each. It's fronic,
however, thaf a private 3071 was the fop
Porsche finisher in 1968, coming second,
while thiz car had to be content with third.




Elford/Neerspach,and a regular 907 for Mitter/Schlesser.The rain
caused havoc, with both grip and electrical systems, but Jacky
lckx had driven a masterful race on home turf, leaving all in his
wake, As a matter of interest, it was Jo Schlesser who set fastest
lap in the 207 - the car that came second, while it should have
been playing second fiddle to the 908s instead.
Afewdayslater,inearly June,the Porsche camp was saddened
by the death of Ludovico Scarfiotti on the Rossfeld hillclimb.
Having been a thorn in the side of Gerhard Mitter in his Ferrari
days, at least in terms of his European Hillclimb Championship
campaign, the two had beacome team-mates at Porsche earlier
in the year, a speedy pairing that had already brought them a
sacond place at Brands Hatch, 1968 witnessed the loss of many
good men ...
Watkins Glen was a turning point in the championship
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Jochen
Neerpasch,

Kurt Ahrens.

L udovico
Scarfiottl,
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Daytona 24-hour Race (4 February}

1 | V Elford/) Neerpasch/R Stommelen | Porsche 9071 673 laps/1stin Class
2 | 1 5iffertyH Herrmann Porsche 907L 668 laps/2nd in Class
3 | 1 Buzzetta/) Schlesser Porsche 9071 659 lap/3rd in Class
Sebring 1.2-hour Race (23 March) _ _ S
1 | 1 Siffert/H Herrmann Porsche 907 227 lapsi1st in Class
2 |V Elford/) Meerpasch Porsche 907 226 laps/2nd in Class
3 | M Donchue/C Fisher Chevralet Camaro 221 laps
20 | D Spoerry/R Steinemann Porsche 910 168 laps/2nd in Class
BOAC 500-mile Race {f-" jﬂlpr;'llj
1 | Jlckx/B Redman Ford GT40 6h01m 13s
2 | G Mitter/L Scarfotti Parsche 907 6h 01m 35515t in Class
3 |V Elford/) Meerpasch Porsche 907 2 laps down/2nd in Class
7 | D Spoerry/R Steinemann Porsche 910 11 laps down/1st in Class
9 | R Lins/K Foitek Porsche 910 12 laps down/3rd in Class
12 | W Bradleyw/E Liddell Porsche 906 18 laps down/2nd in Class
16 | M Hone/) Harris Parsche 906 23 laps down/3rd in Class
Monza 1000km (25 April)
1 | P Hawkins/D Hobbs Ford GT40 100 laps
2 | R stommelen/) Neerpasch Parsche 9071 100 lapsf1st in Class
3 | P Depailler/A de Cortanze Alpine-Renault A277 | 97 laps
4 | G Koch/R Lins Porsche 910 95 laps/1st in Class
5 | A Micodemi/C Facetti Porsche 910 o4 laps/2nd in Class
6 | AWicky/J-P Hanrioud Porsche 910 92 laps/3rd in Class
11 | G MitterfL Scarfiotti Parsche 908L B4 laps/3rd in Class
16 | K von Wendt/W Kauhsen Porsche 90& 79 lapsf1stin Class
Targa Florio (5 May}
V Effard/U Maglicli Porsche 907 6h 28m 48s5/1st in Class

N Galli/l Glunti

Alfa Romea T332

Bh 31m 31s

M Casonifl Bianchi

Alfa Romeo T33/2

6h 37m 55s

1
2
3
4 | H HerrmanniJ Neerpasch
7
8
1

Porsche 907 6h 38m 49s/2nd in Class
K von WenduW Kauhsen Porsche 906 7h 11m 395/1st In Class
18 | 1 Siffert/R Stommelen Porsche 907 1lap down/3rd in Class
21 | E Buzzetti/s Ridolfi Porsche 906 1 lap down/3rd in Class

Mirburgring 1000km (19 May)

1 |V Elford/J Siffert | Porsche 908 6h 34m 06s/1st in Class

2 | HHerrmann/R Stommelen Porsche 907 6h 37m 08s/2nd in Class

3 | Jickx/P Hawkins Ford GT40 6h37m57s

4 | I Neerpaschi] Buzzetta Porsche 907 Bh 42m 23s/3rd in Class

8 | I Neuhaus/H Kelleners Porsche 910 2 laps down/2nd in Class

continied ..



the spaceframe of the Siffert/Elford 908
{chassis 908012) had held up well - made
of aluminium tubing, it convinced Piech
that all future 908s - including those sent
to the Sarthe - would use this lighter
material for their frames instead of steel.

With Le Mans pushed back in the
calendar, there was at [east a little time for
teams to catch their breath after a busy
summer, Zeltweg was not considered
important enough for most of the bigger
names, but Porsche family honour was
at stake, and at least It served as a good
practice run in readiness for the final
round in France, The 908s showed there
were still niggling faults to overcome, but
at least two of the four short-tailed works
cars led the field, and only one failed to
finish,

Le Mans was run as a three-litre
race for Group & cars this year (fve-litres
for Group 4) in accordance with the
forthcoming 1269 formula. With the 908
still far from perfect, a win from Ford was

11 | E Bitter/R Joest Porsche 906 4 laps down/1st in Class
12 | K van Wendt/\W Kauhsen Porsche 906 4 laps down/2nd in Class
Spa 1000km {26 May)
1| Jlckx/B Redman Fard GT40 5h 05m 03s
2 | G Mitter/J Schlesser  Porsche 907 5h 06m 475/ 15t in Class
3 | H Herrmann/R Stemmelen Persche 508 2 laps down/2nd in Class
5 | G Koch/R Lins Parsche 910 4 laps down/1st in Class
6 | D Spoerry/R Steinemann Porsche 510 5 laps down/2nd in Class
7 | W Bradley/C Lambert Porsche 906 9 laps down/1st in Class
Watkins Glen (14 July)
1 | Jickx/L Bianchi Fard GT40 286 laps
2 [ P Hawkins/D Hobbs Ford GT40 286 laps
3 | RThompson/R Heppenstall Howmet TX 267 laps
4 [ W Frank/R Treischmann Porsche 906 259 laps/1stin Class
5 | Jlocke/B Bailey Porsche 906 257 laps/2nd in Class
& | H HerrmanndT lkuzawadl Siffert FPorsche 908 | 257 laps/2nd in Class
Zeltweg 500km (25 August)
1 [ J5iffert Porsche 908 2h 55mm 185/1st in Class
2 | H Herrmann/K &hrens Porsche 908 2h 55m 30s/2nd in Class
3 | P Hawkins Ford GT40 3 laps down
5 | K von Wendt/W Kauhsen Porsche 910 10 |-B|J$ down/1st in Class
& | D Spoerry/R Steinemann Porsche 910 11 laps down/2nd in Class
7| GKoch Porsche 910 11 laps down/3rd in Class
9 | H Marka/G Pankl FPorsche 906 12 laps downf1st in Class
10 | P Peter/W Reidl Persche 906 14 laps down/2nd in Class
11 | H-D Dechent/R Joest | Porsche 906 | 25 laps down/3rd in Class
Le Mans 24-hour Race (29 September)
1| P Redriguez/L Bianchi Fard GT40 331 laps
2 | D Spoerry/R Steinemann Porsche 9071 326 lapsfistin Class
3 | B Stommelen/) Neerpasch Porsche 908L 325 laps/2nd in Class

race, with Ford scoring a one-two, and the Howmet turbine car
coming good at a time when the short-tail 908s looked far from
race-ready, despite having new suspension-activated stabilizer
flaps placed just before the tall spoiler (the black art of creating
effective downforce with the minimum of drag was really coming
te the fare at this time). Only aone of the four works cars made it
through the heat to the end, with wheel bearing failure putting
twoout.and the engine blowing on the cardriven by the American
pairing of Joe Buzzetta and George Follmer (it seems the unit was
over-revved after a missed gearshift). Wheel bearings, batteries,
throttle linkages - problems that were coming up far too often
to allow Piech and his team back in Stuttgart to rest easy. At l=ast

At first, the hightest of the 1967
Bergspyders was rebuilt and given
maw body appendages (such as
lower sills and a strange rear spoiler
arrangement), and a revised front
suspension. It was foined by twa
frashly-built 275bhp sister cars in
1968, fipping the scales at just over
400k (880 apiece, allowing Milter,
Stommelan, and Scarfiotti to drive for
the works.




always a good possibility, especially with a strong three-car entry
from J W Automotive. There were also the Scuderia Filipinetti
and NART Ferraris to contend with, but it was the GT40s that

the Stuttgart marque had to beat to secure the champlonship.

Porsche sent four 908Ls (handled by Siffert/Herrmann, Mitter/
Elford Stommelen/Neerpasch,and Patrick/Buzzetta)with uprated
engines, supported by three 307s (ex-works cars, including one
driven by Linge and Buchet), a 910 and a 906. Only one Ford
finished, but, with 08s going out because of clutch and alternator
maladies, unfortunately, it had done enough mileage to win with
ease - Porsches in second and third were no consolation ...
Porsche was cheated of the World Championship by the
ridiculous scoring system used at the time, where only the five
best scores were counted. Ford won five rounds, as did the
German manufacturer, but with the Zeltweg round having a

Gerhard Mitter with the new 802 Bergspyder charging up the Galsberg hillchimb.

shorter race distance, the winner was given only half the peints
of the other nine rounds. The fact that Porsche drivers filled the
podium on more occasions was also not taken into account, so
although a moral victory belonged to the men in Stuttgart, sadly,
the silverware went to Slough instead.

Other events
In the non-championship races, lo Siffert came third at the
Nerisring in a 910 in June, and Hans Herrmann gave the 908 a
good run at Hockenheim the following month, Siffert teamed
up with Gianrice Rico’ Steinemann to take second place in the
picturesque Circuit of Mugello, and then Siffert won the Enna
Cup.Porsche featured strongly in the German Circult of Wunstorf,
and,in September,Herrmann got his revenge at Hockenheim, this
time taking the cheqguerad flag whilst demoting Piper's Ferrari
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The final round of the 1968 European Hilcimb Championship, with Roff Stommelen atfacking Mont Ventoux in a 209
Bergspyder. He came second to Mitter who retaned bis titfe with ease.

to second. Hans Herrmann and Rolf Stommelen then won the
Paris 1000km event at Montlhery, followed home by Vic Elford
and Rudi Lins in a similar 908, Farther afield, Tetsu Ikuzawa was
second ina 210 at the Japanese Grand Prix, finishing a lap behind
the Group 7 Missan R381 of Moto Kitano.

Gerhard Mitter absolutely dominated the European Hillclimb
Championship, winning seven of the eight rounds, only ever
seriously challenged by Dieter Quester's BMW or his team-mates.
The anly round he lost was the Trento-Bondone climb in mid-
July, and that was because the weather was so bad that ne-one
could race flat-out in safety.

At first, the 1967 Mitter car was dusted off and updated, with

two replicas built to allow Mitter, Stommelen and Scarfiotti to
defend Porsche honour in the mountains, Two crashed heavily
at Rossfeld, an event in which Stommelen broke an arm and
Scarfiotti was fatally injured, but it wasn't until Gaisberg on 8
September that a new model was introduced - the 909, This
was given a shorter wheelbase and a wider track, as well as
a repositioned engine and transmission to improve weight
distribution. Although Porsche had a winner on its hands, this
was the last year that the company took a serious interest in the
European Hillclimb Championship. Mitter also threw in the towel,
ending his hillclimb career on a high note.
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to a re-organization within the racing department, and the
intreduction of some new young engineers, They found out
the hard way that knowledge gained over 16 or 17 years of
successful racing should not be discarded as being of no
value. It often pays to pause and see what happened last year
or the year before that, before plunging ahead with a new
idea.Let us hope that Porsche can regain the name they had
for impeccable reliability and speed that they built up during
the reign of Von Hanstein. Porsche engineering and ability has
always been beyond reproach, but some of the things that
happened in racing in 1968 were not worthy of the Stuttgart
team."

“A new broom sweeps clean”

S0 goes the old English adage, and it was certainly hoped that
this would be the case once Rico Steinemann had beeninstalled
as Porsche’s new Team Manager, Friction between the Porsche
and Piech families was increasing as the next generation
became locked in a power struggle, and to many — including
Von Hanstein = it was as if the competitions department had
become the battleground.There was never any doubt that Von
Hansteln's loyalty lay with Ferry Porsche, and it was hoped that
his gracious withdrawal and the appointment of someone fairly
neutral (he was selected for the job by Plech, after alll) would
stop the infighting and help bring back a sense of normality.In
reality, it was an enormaous loss to the company, but this selfless
move changed the atmosphere, killing off a political nonsense
and allow minds to focus on winning races.

Daytona was the first test. Five works 908Ls were sent
to Florida, sporting new Type 916 fivespeed gearboxes
developed over the winter, with the main opposition coming
from the JW Automotive GT40s and the Lola T70 drivers, The
Stuttgart maker had fielded fast machines, of that there was
no doubt, but it also had terrible trouble with exhaust pipes
during the event, Brian Redman the first to succumb to fumes
but recovering quickly, while Gerhard Mitter had to be taken to
hospital after inhaling exhaust gases for too long. Donohue's
Lola had similar trouble, although still went on to win after all
five waorks Porsches dropped out with broken camshaft drives.,

Far Sebring, Porsche fielded five 908 Spyders, but already
sporting revised 908/02 bodywork with a smoother wing line,
deeper sides on the perspex screen, and fixed tall flaps. This
variant was made possible by a change in the regulations stating
that prototypes no longer needed o carry Spare tyres, have
luggage space, or conform to a certain weight and windscreen
helght. The open car tipped the scales at 630kg (1386lb), was
a full 30kg (66lb) lighter than the 908 coupe, and had a new
crankshaft and firing order (to try and prevent a reoccurrence of
the exhaust splitting), plus a modified cam and alternator drive.

The Porsches were fast again, even against the new Ferrari

The Siffert/Herrmann 9080 n the pits at Daytona, where it
spant a lot of time durng the race weekend, as bad weather
had resiricted lesting in Europe. Although the S0BL moniker is
universally accepted, the 19649 cars, readily identified by thair
retum to matching front brake ducts, were afficially known as
908/01 models. The mass of decals on the side of the car
show that the sponsorship era had finally amived.

prototype that was making its debut, but rear-end chassis
fractures sidelined Herrmann/Ahrens and Siffert/Redman,
and serlously delayed the Mitter/Schutz challenge (their car
ultimately finished in fifth), as well as the third-placed 908. Vic
Elford lost 40 minutes having a froant wing repaired, which almost
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By the time Sebring came along, the 908 Spyder had been modified info the 908/02. Note the new rear wing line; the leading
edge was now closer to the flowing profile of the LH body rather than the KH one, as had been seen al the Hockenheim
press preview, The shape and position of the front and rear spoilars were aftered over the season, depanding on frack
charactenstics.
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FPaoster proclaiming
anothar Targa Florio
victary for Porsche,
both overall and in the
GT category. Unknown
at the time, this was to
be Mitter's last great
win, far he died driving
a works F2 BMIY at
the German Grand
Prix in the first week of
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‘ The 917 making its debut at the Geneva Show.

(Courtesy Miki Press)

After being announced at the 1969 Geneva Show (the car numbered 917 was displayed), 27 Apni 1969 was the day
inspectors from the C5/ came to ensure 25 9775 had beeh built, The 4.5 fitre, 12-cytnder cars were duly ihed up, engines
ready fo sfart, and, in complying with a minimum of 800kg (1760, FIA Group 4 homologation was gramted on 1 May. The
917 sold for DA 140,000 - £714,000 at a time when a8 Sunbeam mp Sport was priced at £73581 Everr a Porsche 8115 cowld

be had for £E4385!
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rubber. Whatever, the Stuttgart Spyders pulled off a convincing
ane-twa-three against some stiff opposition.

The Porsche versus Ferrari battle came to a head in Monza,as
four 908Ls went up against a pair of 312Ps. In support were five
9075, three with the ex-works 2.2 litre engines, and two with two-
litre lumps. The Mitter/achutz 208L had gear selection problems,
and the Elford/Attwood machine was destroyed after a tyre burst
at high speed and sent the car into the guard rails whilst lying
third. But still, Parsche was back, and, with the help of a private
2.2 litre 907, claimed a second one-two-three finish in a row.

The 908/02 Spyders were out again for the Targa, with no
fewer than six factory cars entered (assigned to the teams of
Mitter/Schutz, Redman/Attwood, Herrmann/Stommelen, Elford/
Maglicli, Von Wendt/Kauhsen, and Larrousse/Lins). The British
pair had driveshaft problems, and the French-Austrian pair
were strangely off the pace; otherwise, it was an event totally
dominated by Porsche, The Stuttgart margue took the first four
places, now winning the Targa a remarkable four times in a row.

A new weapon

Ford had won Le Mans with the GT40 in 1966 and 1967, and
would do so again In September 1968 via JW Automotive. By
that time, Porsche had already set in motion work on a car that
was capable of winning this classic race. In the same way as Ford
had gone all-out to beat Ferrari at the Sarthe, now the German
maker was going all-out to beat Ford with a car more technically-
advanced than anything Porsche had fielded in recent history,
and with an engine 50 per cent larger than its current breed of
SpOrts-racers.

In fact, much of the vehicles body, the aluminium spaceframe
beneath it,and chassis components were based on the latest 908
and 910 Bergspyder practices when work began in July 1968, as
time was at a premium if homologation was ta be secured for
the early part of the 1969 season. Even the flat-12 engine at the
heart of the beast was, in simple terms, basically a 208 unit-and-
a-half with a revised cooling fan arrangement. Truly exotic, the
layaut had bean used by Porsche before for the Cisitalla, and was
being looked at again for military use, so it was hardly new to the
men in Stuttgart. However, this fact did nothing to dampen the
excitement surrounding the project, and it certainly caught the
publics imagination.

The glassfibre body was much the same as that of the
1969 908L with detail refinements brought about through
extensive wind tunnel testing, although the long tail section was
removable, allowing a quick-change Kamm tail to be fitted for
slower circuits, It was an ideal compromise that gave the best of
best worlds without the need to homologate two 917 variations.
The 917 was ultimataly a couple of inches wider and a fraction
lower than its predecessor.

Theair-cooled Type 912 powerplant had the same 85 x 66mm

Waorking flat-out fo get the necessary batch of 25 07175
completed in time for spring.

The nearside rear suspernsion and braking sysftem, completa
with vented discs. The brakes were given further ventilation
for 1970 via cross-drilling.




Taking off the interchangeable, long-tall seclion ehabled the remaking bodywark to become a basic KH configuration with the

heip of a bolt-on Kamm tad, atthough the idea wouwld soon be refined after the suspension-activated aerofoills were banned, A

proper 917K was introduced for the 1970 season. Nole the early exhaust pipe arrangerment, with one each side in front of the
rear wheais, and two exiting from the rear.

Siffert made the right decilsion to leave the 917 in the transporter and drive g bore and stroke as the three-litre 908 unit, but,
908L at Spa. Here, the Siffert/Redman car is seen leading the 312F of Pedro | with 12 cylinders instead of eight, giving superb
Rodriguez and David Piper — the V12 Ferran that came second, finishing balance, displacement was increased to 4494cc.

three-and-a- One of the biggest differences between the two
half minutes was the dohe and cooling fan drive, taken from a
hahindg the gear at the centre of the crank ratherthan at one
three-iitre end.lt was an elegant piece of engineering, with
Paorsche. the mechanically-driven fan sitting horizentally
atop the engine like that of the earlier Grand
Prix eights. Bosch fuel-injection was retained,
and a pair of distributors (one each side of the fan) and four coils
were used in the twin-plug ignition system. Right from the start,
with a 10.5:1 compression ratio, it delivered 580bhp at 3400rpm,
and 3751bft of torque. The five-speed transmission was basically
similar to the Type 916 transaxle used on the 908, with a ZF
limited-slip differential as standard.

The wheelbase and track dimensions of the 908 were carried
over, while the suspension, steering and braking systern was also
familiar to anyone who had seen the 1968 racing Porsches. Racing
tyre technolagy had improved year-by-year in the mid-1960s, so
that even 1965 sizes were beginning to look like road equipment.




The 917 af least finished at the Nirburgring, alfhough a ot
of work was needed stifl fo bring it up 1o the standard of the
lafest 908s. It came second in Class, lagging behind a Ford
GT40, although a two-ltre Alfa 33 also beat # fo the flag. Note

the bigger ol cooler aperture and front brake cooling ducts
adopted by this time.

Atmospheric shot
fram the ADAC
1000km Race at
the Mirburgring.
You can just

make out the
Efford/Ahrens car
being chased by
the Herrmann/
Stommelen
maching — the anly
S08/02 to run with
the revisad Flunder
DOYWOTK.
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The Mitter/Schutz car was the only 908/02 that struggled,
the front wheel bearing se@ing twice, It stil finished, however,
ending the race ten laps down in 31st place. Helmuth Bott
{third from the left], Peter Falk, and Rico Steinemann can be
seen in this shot. Falk (in hat, next to Bott), wouwld be given
the job of refining the 917 with Helmut Flegl

200

Ag one would expect, there were all manner of older racing
Porsches af the Ring. This is the 307 of the Picchio Rosso
tearn of Milan, with Glampiero Biscaldi as the main driver,

One of the works
208/02 Spyders in the
pits, giving a superb
g of the throa-

litre engine and the
more convantional
1868-type five-speed
transmission. Note the
new location for the
afternator (up front, to
the left), removed from
the cooling fan area to
reduce fanbelt stress
arnd site this crucial
component i a Iess
harsh ervironment.




At Goodyear, for instance, the contact area available in 1969 was
literally twice that of the typical 1965 pattern, To make use of
these advances,the 917 employed 91 x 15, five-spoke magnesium
alloy rims up front, with 12) versions at the rear. A spacesaver
spare was placed under the rear lid, aft of the engine.

There were hopes that the new car wollld be given its papers

in time for the BOAC 500 at Brands Hatch, but the FIA was not
convinced that the minimum number of cars had been built. A
week later, the inspectors were given the ultimate proof that they
had, but Monza was also missed due to the bureaucratic delay in
issuing paperwork. The production of 25 units successfully put
the car in Group 4, where the GT40s were homelogated.

The season continues ...
Although already seen at the Le Mans test weekend - and
impressing all those present with its turn of speed - it was Spa
that witnessed the proper racing debut of the 917. While Group
& 908Ls were used by the Herrmann/Stommelen and Elford/
Ahrens pairings,Siffert/Redman and Mitter/Schutz were assigned - Jo Siffert an his way to vietory at the
Group 4 917s.1n the end, however, despite setting a fastest time Nirburgring in the spare Porsche
in practice with the 917, Siffert decided to stick with the 908L - . ~w=alzburg car.
T-car, so only one of the new machines made it to the start line.

Stunning publicity
shot of the Siffert/
Redman 908/02L -
the Flunder body with
a fonger tail = and
the 817 of Elford and
Atfwood as entered
al Le Mans, with its
LH tail configuration
fcomplete with
moving asrafods that
Parsche was allowed
to use for the 24-hour
race buf others were
forced fo abandon),
larger brake ducts
and revisad front
SUSpEnsion.
Unfortunately,

both retired with
gearbox trouble, but
nhot before Efford

had set a new

iap record at an
average of 146.2mph
(23, Okph).




Two views of the dramatic 977 that won at Zelfweg. This car,
chassis 917009, was one of seven that went fo JW Automotive
for the 1870 season. Note the wheelarch fares on this
particular vehicle, also adopted by its sister car driven by the
Attwood/Redman team n Austria fo allow 754 rims with wider
racing rubber fo be fitted, Bigger front brake ducts than those §
used at Le Mans were another fealure on these machines,
and, by the time they reached the Osterreichring, additional
fouvres had been cut into the tops of the front wings and o ' -
abaove the side exhausts to enhance heat dispersion. By the way, while the left-hand tank ahead of the rear whasl was for oil,
the right-hand one was for topping up the latest driver cooling systemn, so s nof always seen.

Poster calebrating DI 20 Attwooo |
the 9175 first victory

However, although
Zelflweag was a
championshio round,
maost manufacturers
considered it a minor
evertt it 7968 due
to its fower paints
allocation. In 1969, it
was upgraded from
a S00km race to a
1000km one, which
meant a 1l ning
povirtts fora win.

Udao Schitz.







he FIA reshuffled categories again, with Group 5 now for

Sports Cars, capped by a five-litre engine capacity limit,

plus a minimurm of 25 built (basically 1969 Group 4). As

before, Group 6 was reserved for Prototypes with a three-
litre limit and the building of one-offs acceptable; Group 7 was
for two-seater racers, as per the Can-Am series and races such as
the lapanese Grand Prix.

Meanwhile, within the Porsche empire, a lot of testing and
negotiating had taken place throughout the tail-end of 1969,
During these autumn and winter months, a number of things
had happened - mechanically, bodily, and also politically - that
would make the 1970 season very different to the one that had
just ended. No sooner had the champagne been opened at
Zeltweq to celebrate a maliden victory for the 917, than the 1970
Porsche campaign was being planned in the team bus. Moreover,
it was being openly planned with its chief rival for the last two
seasons — W Automotive of England.

This was a major development. The JW Automotive outfit in
Slough, sponsored by Gulf Qils, had agreed to run at least two
works-supported 9175 for Porsche in each championship race,
with all cars and engines supplied by and full cngeing technical
assistance from the factory. This freed up staff and finances in
Stuttgart to develop the company's core business, which would
then generate funds to further refine the existing racers. Whilst
Steinemann was still in charge of matters back in Germany,
having Jehn Wyer (who'd led Aston Martin and Ford drivers to
victory at Le Mans) running the day-ta-day activities of the team
was also of great benefit, as he brought a level of experience to
Porsche that had disappeared with Von Hanstein's retirement.
Officially announced in London on 30 September, the deal was
goad for all concerned.

Asnoted earlier, though, work had already begun on the 1970
cars before the press briefing. In a lengthy joint testing session at
Zeltweg, held after everyone had gone home following watching
the 917 win, the two 12-cylinder cars were put back out on the
track, along with the works spare and one of the 917PA Can-Am
machines, the latter given its final preparation before beginning
its racing career In the States.

The 917 was still something of a handful, with only a few elite
drivers able to control it, let alone make it win. The modifications
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made before the Austrian race had mellowed it, but everyone
was shocked when the Can-Am car lapped so much faster, due,
not to the power-to-weight difference, but the confidence that
the drivers had in the open car. It was then realized that the
aerodynamics of the original vehicle were not right; roughly
shaping the tail of one of the coupeés closer to the profile of the
917PA, an immediate, substantial improvement was obtained,
and the 217K was born ...

The 917K

A quick glance, and it appeared that the 917K was simply the
1969 car with a new tail. However, the nose ducts were changed
(which tied in with the modified frant lid), wheelarch lips were
added to allow bigger wheels and tyres, and everything aft
of the cockpit was revised completely. The perspex canopy
was dropped in favour of a 907/908-style roof fairing which
separated the two wings to give the required rearward vision,
and played host to the coaling fan and the top of the engine,
while the rear wing profile continued the door line straight back,
finishing at a length not dissimilar to the old 917 in KH guise,
but angled upward instead of curving down to expose the
wheels and frame, as In the PA model. Tiny, adjustable spoilers
were added on the trailing edge of the tail, but octherwise the car
was refreshingly free of aerodynamic appendages. In addition,
the exhaust system was redesigned to have two pipes instead of
four, both exiting from the rear in traditional manner, so the sills
were now smooth. Finally, the fuel filler was moved to a position
behind the driver — this was because new FIA regulations called
for a smaller ‘'safety’ fuel tank, and, after Daytona, the twin fillers
up front disappeared, This dramatic new shape was allowed by
the FIA as an evolution of an existing design.

Mechanically, the new exhaust has already been mentioned.
Its main advantage was reducing heat build-up in the engine
bay, which had often led to fuel evaporation problems when the
car was standing in the pits. At the same time, the transaxle was
uprated and changed to a four-speed unit, linked to a new clutch
assembly, There was a revised front suspension, as well as a good
deal of general chassis tuning that included the adoption of
wider wheels at both ends. Behind these rims were new brakes,
with different calipers and cross-drilled discs.

1970 ™



A couple of shots of the 817K on ifs way
to wictory at Daytona, It was an excellent
sfart for the new Porsche parfnership with
JW Automotive and Guif, and a pleasing
result for ail those nvolved In creating he
917K over the winter. Note the tiny roof
windaow, only seen m the opening round
ito give better vision on the Daytona
banking), and the central orange stripe on
the nose — the other team car had a wids
base to s stripe, extanding fo undemeath
the headlights and sills, In order to quickly
identify which was which. On the odd
occasions a third car was run, i was given
an arange roof but no stripe.
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The Le Mans test weekend once again clashed with Brands
Hatch, so was poorly supported. There was a 817K in
France having ifs suspension calbrated, and a 917L with

a pair of fins that brought back memaores of the earlier F2
ceniral-seat BSK - Mike Haiwood and Herbeart Linge did
most of the driving. The problerm was that the 917K was not
very aerodynamic compared fo the 217L, 50 the engineers
warited to give thelr long-lail theory one more chance. This
is the same 2771 with its fins bridged, pictured here at the
Hockenheim circuit. Nofe the subtle differences in the nose.
foo.

Fit lane at Monza, with Pedro Rodriguez strapping his wrisls

at the front of number 7.

i
= LR,

The latest version of the Type 912 engine, an increase in
the baore and stroke giving a displacemeant of 4.9 itres. Peak
power was not all that different, but thera was a substantial

improvermnent in forgue,
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The three-litre 908/03s built for the Targa Floria. The Gulf cars were assigned to Siffert/Redman (number 12, Aftwood!

Valdegaard (36, with John Wyer beside it In black), and Rodrguez/Kinnunen (40), while the Porsche Salzburg machineg was
driven by Efford/Herrmann. That looks ke Goodyear's racing chief, Leo Mehi, in the biue rally jacket, and it's definitely Siffert in
the white overalls.

red 5125 was fastest in practice, but the three 917Ks were next
(5iffert/Redman, Rodriguez/Kinnunen, and Elford/Ahrens, in that
order), backed up by a couple of private 908/02s: the 917K of
Tony Dean and Peter Gregg packed up in qualifying with a seized
camshaft. Both 908s failed to finish (one on the first lap, the other
on lap 385 whilst lying tenth), and the Austrian 917 was forced
to retire when a shack absorber broke and pierced the fuel tank.

Futting Bjorm Waldegaard, one of the Porsche works raly
drivars, in the third Gulf car macde sense, as both Eford and
Larrousse had baen famous in this discipline befora hitfing
the circuilts. The Altwood/Waldegaard palring placed fifth.
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Orre of the JW Automotive 971 7Ks about to blast away from
the pits in Belgiurm.

The fastest Ferrari had suspension maladies, allowing the Gulf
Porsches to glide through to first and second, despite the Siffert
car experiencing a number of niggling problems during the
race,

Sebring was full of drama. Porsche was represented by a pair
of Gulf 31 7Ks, and another pair of similar models with top drivers
entered by Porsche+Audi. Four 908/02s were also thrown in to
face the Ferraris,Matras,and AlfaT33/35.The Gulfcarshad niggling
problems, not helped by new hubs that were so new they hadn't

Almost a fime warp: the 906 Carrera 6 of
italans Alfio Nicolosi and Angelo Bonacorsi,

Posler celebrating Porsche's success on
the Targa — a clagsic race the German
company had almost made its own ...

mmﬁE::l—-lE

even been tested, but the Herrmann/Lins 217’ engine blew and
Elford crashed out early after being hit by a 911._Siffert’s car had
suspension failure due to the new hub, so the Swiss driver was
put into the last good 917 to help lift the pace, but it was a Ferrar|
day. As for the Spyders - two finished, one in second, with one of
the two Martini International team cars in seventh.
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Foster proclaiming
Porsche's victory at

Le Mans, and the
winning car Dack in
Stuttgart. The inferior,
with nght-hand drive, of
course, was workman-
ke in the extreama,




T-'?a Le Mans tem' spe:ufer introduced by JUV Automotive was
retained on its 817Ks affer the French event, and used in
America and Austria. This is the car that the Siffert/Redman
pair took fo victory at Zelfweg.

only 4.9 litre model in the race, but the damage from a burst tyre
ended his charge. Rodriguez was close behind with a smaller-
engined 917K, and drove sensibly to take the flag. The Siffert
car was damaged early on, and actually finished 12th, behind
the 917Ks of Gesipa Racing and Racing Team AAW. The Martini
908/02 finished strong again, taking 14th.
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The Targa Florio witnessed the debut of the 908/03. This
was essentially a revised version of the Flunder model, utilising
experience from the 909 Bergspyder to shorten and lighten
the frame and body, reduce the weight of components, and
then improve weight distribution by moving the engine and
transmission closer to the centre of the vehicle and the driver
forward. After the first was completed in March 1970, eight
908/03s were built in all, with four entering the Targa. In the
race, extended in 1970, the little Porsche was a revelation. Elford
swerved to miss a fallen rock and crashed on the opening lap, but
otherwise it was a copybook performance for the Porsches, and
a fine result for the Gulf team. The clder 208/02s had done well,
too, with the Racing Team AAW car coming fourth. The Martini
908/02 of Larrousse/Lins was leading the Targa at one point,
thanks to the Frenchman$ rallying skills, but gearbox troubles
dropped it down the field to 13th place.

The Gulf-Porscheas, now running with 4.2 litre engines and
a different full-width tail designed especially for the fast Spa
circuit, had a good fight with Jacky Ickx's Ferrari on the Belgian's
home track. The Rodriguez/Kinnunen car retired with gearbox
trouble, but the 317Ks came out ahead, thanks to Siffert and
Redman. It was the frst victory for the bigger-engined 217 in a
race dominated by 917Ks and 51255, although the 908/03s were
brought out again for the twists and turns of the NOrburgring,
with two for John Wyers team, and two for Porsche Salzburg.
Fans of Italian machinery had high hopes far the Ferraris and
Alfas, but Ickx was injured and there were numerous accidents
in practice that further dented their challenge, Once the two
Gulf cars dropped out, it was a relatively easy run for the Porsche
Salzburg team to claim a one-two, the only competition coming
from the Surtees/Vaccarella 5125 Spyder.

After waiting so long to win Le Mans, 1970 was almost a non-
event.The incredible number of accidents (largely caused by the
weather) and mechanical maladies cut the field from 51 starters
to just 16 cars running at the end, and none of them within 20
laps of the three Porsche drivers on the podium. JW Automotive
enterad three Gulf-Porsche 37 7Ks, two with 4.9 litres engines, but
all sporting a tail spoiler that bridged the rear wings made just
for Le Mans, They retired for various reasons on laps 22,49 and
156, depriving JW Automotive of a hat trick at the Sarthe. That
is not to take anything away from Hans Herrmann, who retired
on the spot after winning the only major classic that had eluded
Porsche since it had started racing.

Although the Ferrari factory sent two cars to Watkins Glen,
the John Wyer pitwork and tactics were too slick, giving the Gulf-
Parsches a one-twa, with Parsche+Audi 91 7Ks, driven by Elford/
Hulme and Attwood/Ahrens, in fourth and sixth; the works 5125s
were third and fifth. As in 1969, most of the top drivers stayed an
for the Can-Am event the following day,and, whilst Denny Hulme
won ina MclLaren, 91 7Ks finished in the next three places (Siffert,



Daviona 24-hour Race {1 February)

~ WorLp Sports CAR CHAMPIONSHIP

1 | P Rodriguez/L Kinnunen Porsche 917K | 724 laps/istin Class

2 | 15iffert/8 Bedman Parsche 917K | 679 laps/2nd in Class

3 | M Andrettif/A Merzario/) lckx Ferrari 5125 | 676 laps

9 | 3 Loomis/B Everett Porsche S0GE | 573 laps/3rd in Class
Sehring 12-hour Race (22 March)

| GiuntifM Vaccarella/M Andretti

Ferrari 5125 247 laps

Lid

5 McQueen/F Revson
M Gregory/T Hezemans

| Forsche S08/02

Alfa Romeo T33/3 | 246 laps

| 247 laps{1stin Class

23

4 | P Rodriguez/L Kinnunen/J Siffert |

M Rahal/H Wise/W Frank

Parsche 917K
Parsche 906

| 243 laps/2nd in Class
181 laps/1stin Class

BOAC 1000km {12 April)

P Rodriguez/L Kinnunen

___If:_:grs-::he =R 4

V Elfard/D Hulme

Farsche 91 ?H

 6h 45m 30s/1st in Class
5 laps down/2nd in Class

H Herrmann/R Attwoord

Parsche 917K

B laps down/f3rd in Class

G van Lennep/H Laine

Parsche 908/02

8 laps down/1stin Class

G Larrousse/G Koch

Parsche 908/02

18 laps down/2nd in Class

e |G | Ch | e | LA | P

JLU AmiefT H-Eld
M Gald/M Beuttler

Porsche 910

Pnr_sche 210

| 24 laps down/1st in Class
34 laps down/3rd in Class

Monza 1000km (25 April)

F Rodriguez/L Kinnunen

Parsche 917K

174 laps/1stin Class

2 | 1 Giunti/N Vaccarella/C Amon | Ferrari 5125 174 laps

3 | J Surtees/P Schetty Ferrari 5125 171 laps
15 | A Wicky/M Cabral  Parsche 907 | 144 laps/1stin Class
17 | H-D Blatzheim/H Krause Paorsche 907 139 laps/2nd in Class
19 | JL'Amie/B Nelson Porsche 910 | 131 laps/1stin Class

Targs Florio 13 May)

1 | J siffert/B Redman  Porsche 908/03 | 6h 35m 30s/1st in Class

2 | F Rodriguez/L Kinnunen Porsche S0B/03 Gh 3¥m 12¢/2nd in Class

3 | NVaccarella/] Giunti Ferrari 5125 | 6h 39m 055

4 | Gvan Lennep/H Laine Porsche S08/02 | 6h 44m 52s/3rd in Class
12 | A Micodemi/G Moretti Parsche 807 1 lap downd3rd in Class
38 | A NicolosifA Bonacorsi Porsche 910 [ 31a ps down/3rd in Class
Spa 1000km (17 Mav)

1 | JSiffert/B Rediman Parsche 917K | 4k 09m 485,15t in Class

2 | Jckx/) Surtees Ferrari 5125 4h 12m 23s

3 | V Elford/K Ahrens Parsche 917K 1 lap down/3rd in Class

9 | G Larrousse/R Lins Porsche 908/02 | 7 laps down/1st in Class
11 | H-D Dechent/H Marko Porsche 908/02s | 91a ps down/2nd in Clas
12 | JUAmIe/B Nelson Porsche 910 | 12 laps down/1st in Class

cantinued aver ..

" Brian Redman.

Gerard Larmousse.

Lea Kinnunen.

Hans Herrmann. |
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13 | H-D Bla tzheim/E Kraus Porsche 907 12 laps down/1st in Class
14 | P Sadler/P Vestey Porsche 910 15 laps down/2nd in Class
Mirburgring 1000k {31 May]
1 | V Elford/¥ Ahrens Porsche 908/03 | 6h 05m 215/ 15t in Class
2 | HHerrmann/R Attwood Porsche 208/03 6h 10m 345/2nd in Class
3 | ) Surtees/N Vaccarella Ferrari 5125 1 lap down
5| G LarroussefH Marko Porsche 908/02 2 laps down/3rd in Class
9 | A Wicky/M Cabral Parsche 907 5 laps downd1st in Class
Le Mans 24-hour Race (14 June)
1 | H Herrmann/R Attwood Parsche 917K 343 laps/1stin Class
2 | G Larrousse/W Kauhsen Parsche 9171 338 laps/2nd in Class
3 | R LinsfH Marko Porsche 908/02L | 335 laps/1stin Class
Watkins Glen (11 July)
1 | P Rodriguez/L Kinnunen Porsche 917K 308 lapsfistin Class
2 | J Siffert/B Redman Porsche 917K 308 laps/2nd in Class
3 | M Andrettifl Giunti Ferrari 5125 305 laps
7 | R Lins/H Marko Parsche 908/02 288 laps/1stin Class
11 | M Rozen/D Jacobs Porsche 906 241 laps/1stin Class
12 | HWise/\W Frank Porsche 906 236 laps/2nd in Class
15 | R Brezinka/H Peterman/R Parsche 906 231 lapsf3rd in Class
Bartling
Feltweg 1000km {171 October)
1 | J5iffert/B Redman Porsche 917K 5h 08m 055/15t in Class
2 | A de Adamich/H Pescarola Alfa Romeo T33/3 | 2 I;ips down
3 | R Lins/G Larrousse Porsche 908/02 | 3 laps downd2nd in Class
4 | V' Elford/R Attwood Parsche 917K 8 laps down/2nd in Class
5| R Joest/G Pankl Porsche 908/02 | 8 laps downd3rd in Class
10| L Hofer/WRiedl Porsche 910 24 laps down/nd in Class
13 | K Rieder/O Stuppacher Parschie 906 31 laps down3rd in Class

Attwood, Elford, in that order). Tony Dean was
the only man running consistantly in the Can-
Am, but he won the Road Atlanta round on 13
September, finishing the season in sixth place,
albeit a long way down on Hulme, who took
the 1970 title.

After Watkins Glen, Mosport should
have been next but was cancelled, so there
remained ten World Champienship rounds on
the calendar, as per the previous year, In the
massive gap between the Glen and Zeltweq,
the Italians had been honing their weapons
of cholce. Still, the Siffert/Redman car came
through to win, with an Alfa next, followed by
three 908/02s and a Salzburg 917K, It was a
good way to end the season ...

The season finished with Porsche on 63
points to Ferraris 37; Alfa Romeo, Matra, and
Chevrolet made up the numbers. Porsche
also won the GT Championship with ease, and
did well in the new Interserie Championship,
introduced in 1970 to bring Can-Am type
racing to Europe. In the six qualifying rounds
(Hanowver should have been the seventh but
was rained off), Jurgen MNeuhaus took his
Gesipa 917K to victory at the MNorisring and
Thruxton, and placed second at Croft, Keimola,
and Hockenheim, thus securing the title, Gijs
van Lennep was runner-up in another 917K, a
long way ahead of his closest rivals, who were
driving March and Lola racers with Chevrolet
POWer.

In the non-champlonship races, there were
notable winsin the Embassy Trophy at Thruxton,
the Circuit of Magny Cours, the Imala 500km
event, the Trophy of Dunes at Zandvoort, the
Coupe du Salon at Montlhery, and the six hours
of Jarama.

Steve MoQueen winning at Holtville in California with

a 908/02 Flunder. This is the year the classic film

Le Mans was mads, of course, its main star once saying:
“I'm not sure whether I'm an actor who races, or a racer
who acts!” A 904 can be seen in the background in hot
PLrsud,

Opposite: Two shols from the Intersere round at
Hockarnheim, Niki Lauda i the white 908/02 Flunder
with a red nose, and Wil Kauhsen in a modified 908

spvder The event was won by Vic Efford v a MoLaren.







The mid-engined
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The Rodriguaz/Qliver carin the |
pits at Daytona.

had silly incidents that cost them
dearly, such as Siffert running out
of fuel, and Rodriguez getting
involved in a coming together
with the Donohue Ferrari; they
duly finished fourth and ffth.
Porsche still won, though, thanks
o the 4.9 litre 917K of Elford and
Larrousse.

Brian Redman's retirement
turned out to be the shortest in
history, and he partnered Vic Elford
in a Martini car at Brands, with Van
Lennep/Larrousse in the sister
machine sporting experimental
ram tubes, which were only seen
on this one occasion. The Gulf
cars, running with four-speed
transmissions for this race, had
their usual pairings, but this was
to be Autodelta's day; fuel leaks,
brake trouble, and new alloy
hubs causing the JW mechanics
problemsin getting hot wheelnuts
to loosen slowed the pace of the
9175, handing victory to the Alfas.
Interestingly, Reinhold Joest and
Willi Kauhsen came sixth in the
Team Auto Usdau 917K - Joest
would be a name to look out for in
the future.

Porsche was back on form in
Monza.The tailfins seen in practice
sassions in the Us and France were
refined and used on both Gulf
and Martini cars, and the engines
supplied to JW Automotive were
also uprated for this power circuit,

FPorsche at the 1971 New York l

Show, with the 1970 Le Mans
winner on the stand. The racing
season moved back to Europe
the day after the show opanad,
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The Siffert/Bell 971 7K puling out of the pits at Brands Hatch,

with Rodriguez lookng on from the talf of his car, and Jackke

Oiiver being intenviewed in the background. It was fo be an

unhappoy weskend for both of the bigger Porsche equipes,
though.

The Le Mans test weekend was held two weeks after Brands
Hatch in 1971, and therefore altracted far more interest
from the big teams. JWVW Automotive had first tried tailfins at
Daytona in practice, but shorter versions appeared in France
and were later adopled on some of the faster clrcuits, The
works also expenmented with an ultra-ightweight magneasium
alloy spaceframe on one car.

The Le Mans pracfice session also witnessed the debut of
the 9717/20 with fts SERA-desianed coachwork {the Franch
concearn that had been responsibie for the profite of the
long-tail cars used at the Sarthe the previous year). The body
was shorfened front and rear, and also widened, afowing the
wheels fo sit out of the airflow. The one-off 917/20 (chassis
917.20.007), which canh be seen competing o the three-
hour race held at the end of the test weekend n the second
picture, is best known by its nickname of '‘Big Bertha.”




Pedro Rodriguez and Jackie Qliver, seen here passing a Kremer 91158, gave "=
the Guif-Porsche team a fine victory in Monza. Other 917Ks came second,
saventh, and ninth, while a 908/02 belonging to the Wicky stable came
terth. The locals, expecting Ferran or Alfa Romeo to win, doubtless went
fhome bitterly disappointed ...




The Rodriguez/Ohver 808/03 (chassis 908.03.01.3) that was
second at the Nirburgring, pictured here before the race.
Granted, wider tyres wera used in Germany compared fo

Sicily, but it's interesting to compare 1971 racing rubber to

that of the mid-1960s. Note the heavy rofl-over bar required

for this seagson,

Opposite: Back with reqular bodywork i Belgium, the Guif
team dominated the Spa event with a superb display of
forrmation driving from start to firish. Both Martind cars, which
ratained thair Monza taiffins fike most of the pnvateers, failed
to complate the course.

The Sonauta 908/02 Flunder of Ballot-Lena/
Chasseull that came seventh at the Nurburgring. The
same car and drivers had finished fifth at Spa.




Vic Elford on his way tfo victary at the Ring.

The Elford/Larrousse 8171 af the works, ready and waiting for |

its Le Mans campalgn. |

The lone 917/20 'Big Bertha' with its nove! pink paintwork
nating the various meat cuts on a pig! This refers to
another nickname the 8717/20 had picked up since s
debut. Af least Wil Kauwhsen can see fhe joke ... Note the
auxilary fransmission ol cooler high up i the tafl seclion.
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the bore dimension increased by 0.8mm to give a
larger cubic capacity of 4998cc — bang on the five-litre
limit for the Group 5 machines. In this guise, with a
few other internal modifications, the Type 912 unit
delivered 630bhp at 8300rpm, along with 435lbft of
torque 1800rpm lower down the rev-range.

Inthe race,Elford dropped cut with engine trouble
(as did one of the leading Ferrari entries), the Martini
sister car had a throttle cable break, and two of the
other Ferrari entries crashed in the same accident. The
Gulf team stayed calm, theugh, and delivered anather
convincing one-two victory, which it then duly




. ] i & 977 [ f 1), Uinfortunaltely, it was o
17045, wh gulalr © wimbers run from 9 - As). Unfortunately, it w




The Le Mans winner in action — a works-prepared 817K in Mardini colours, dnven by Gis van Lennep and Helmut
Marko. As it happens, the winhing car (chassis 977053) was one of the few to have a protolypea magnesium afloy frame
(cars 917051 to 917053 inclusive).

repeated in the next round at Spa in what one contemporary
magazine said was “a perfect demonstration.”

The Targa Florio had been kind to Porsche on many
occasions, but this year was to be what amounted to a home
win, Both Gulf 908/03s, complete with tailfins like those of their
coupe stablemnates, and assigned to specialist pairings of Siffert/
Redman and Rodriguez/Miller, crashed out on the apening lap,
while the Martini-entered Larrousse/Elford 908/03 was sidelined
by a damaged suspension.

Suitably strengthened, the 908/03s were rolled out again
for the Nurburgring — two new cars for the Gulf team, and two
prepared for the Martinl cutfit. Although the frame failed on
the Siffert/Bell machine, the other three-litre Spyders filled the
podium places, clinching the World Championship for Porsche
in the process.

Mext on the agenda was proving that last year's win at
Le Mans was no fluke. The 917L was brought up-to-date with
improved asrodynamics and wider bodywaork (like that of ‘Big
Bertha') which incorporated rear wheel spats in the design -
three were built, with two for Gulf and one going to the Martini
team. Both of these teams also ran a 917K each, and Martini
made up its entry with the 917/20 seen at the test weekend. In
addition, a private 917K, a 910,a 907, and a selection of 908/02s
represented the Stuttgart maker, not to mention a swarm of 31 1s
and the odd 914, It was to be another war of attrition, though,
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and the different types of special bodies counted for nothing
ultimately. At the end of 24 hours it was Gijs van Lennep and
the good Dr Marko who had travelled the furthest in the Martini
91 7K; the same model, but in Gulf colours, came home in second.
Amazingly, of the 13 finishers, ten were Porsches,

The Austrian 1000km at Zeltweg's Osterreichring saw many
of the top entries fall by the wayside, including one of the Martini
cars with an experimental ABS system, but Pedro Rodriguez and
Richard 'Dickie’ Attwood, with their 917K back in its regular guise
minus the fins,came through to beat the works Alfas by twao laps.
Sadly, the little Mexican died shortly after at the Norisring, and
the spart |ost one of the most exciting drivers it had ever seen.

The Canadian race was cancelled again, so Watkins Glen
turned out to be the last round, ending the season two weeks
early. A series of punctures deprived the Gulf team of a sure
wictory, and with no Martini cars there to back it up, Alfa Romeo
was able to come away with the win. The Gulf machines were
interesting, however, as the front wheelarches were extended
to allow wider tyres (something seen at Zeltweg), there were
bigger ducts on one side of the nose, and the top edge of the
rear wings galned some heavy louvres to help cool the rear tyres
-a modification deemed necessary to comply with the following
day's Can-Am regulations, which required bodywork to create a
full wheel housing at the back.

A magnificent era had come to a close, The 1972 World



WorLo Srorts Car CHAMPIONSHIP

Buenos Alres 1000km (10 January)

114 Siﬁ'e_rt.lfl'_'.'l Eq_aIE
2 | P Rodriguez/J Oliver
3 | R Stommelen/N Galli

Porsche 917K
Porsche 917K
Alfa Romeo T33

S5h 2%m 26515t in Class
S5h 26m 23s/2nd in Class
31 lap down

Dayiona 24-hour Race (31 January)

1 P Rodriguez/J) Oliver Porsche 917K G688 laps/1stin Class
2 | R Buckmanr/T Adamowicz Ferrari 5125 G687 laps
3 | M Denchue/D Hobbs Ferrari 512M 674 laps
Sebring 12-hour Race (20 March)
1|\ Elford/G Larrousse Porsche 917K 260 lapsf1st in Class

Z|R Stommelen/M Galli Alfa Romea T33/3 | 257 laps
3 A de Adamich/H Pescarolo Alfa Romeo T33/3 | 248 laps
4| P Rodriguez/) Oliver | Porsche 917K | 248 laps/2nd in Class
5| 1 5ifferv/D Bell Porsche 917K 244 laps/3rd in Class

BOAC 1000km (4 April)

1 A de Adamich/H Pescaralo Alfa Romea T33/3 | 6h 24m 335
2 | Jlck/C Regazzoni Ferrari 312P 3 laps down
3 | J Siffert/D Bell Porsche 917K & laps down/1stin Class
10 | D Spoerry/H-D Weigel | Parsche 908/02 25 laps down/3rd in Class
Monza 1000km (25 April)
1| P Rodriguez/) Oliver ‘Porsche 917K 174 laps/1st in Class
2 | J sifferv/D Bell Porsche 917K 3 laps down/2nd in Class

3| & de Adamich/H Pescarala

Alfa Romea T33/3

6 laps down

Spa 1000km (9 May)

1|F Rodriguez/) Oliver Porsche 917K dh 07 09515t in Class

2 | J Siffert/D Bell Porsche 917K 4h 01m 10s/2nd in Class
3 | A de Adamich/H Pescarolo Alfa Romeo T33/3 | 4 laps down

4 | R Joest/W Kauhsen Porsche 917K 5 laps down/3rd in Class

5 | CBallot-Lena/G Chasseuil Porsche 908/02 11 laps down/2nd in Clas
Targa Florio (16 May)
1| M Vaccarella/T Hezemans Alfa Romeo T33/3 | 6k 35m 465
2 & de Adamich/G van Lennep | Alfa Romeo T33/3 | 6k 36m 585

continued ...

C——
~a,
ek, i
Pedro Rodriguez. Derek Bell.
Helmut Marko. Jackia Oliver,

Porsche introduced the
2.5 lifre 9115 in time
for the 1972 season.

FPowered by the
2466cc Type 911/73
uril which developed
275bhp, this was the

iast stepping stone en
route fo the legendary
Carrera RS and RSR
modals,
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canifinued ..
WorLo SporTs CArR CHAMPIONSHIP
3 | J Bonnier/R Attwood LolaT212 Fh00m 055
35 | F Berruto/A Mola E::l rsche 906 3 laps dow n_.l'lnd in Clazs
Niirburgring 1000km (30 May)
1| V Elford/G Larrousse Porsche 908/03 S5h5Tm 49715t in Class
2 | P Rodriguez/] 5iffert Porsche 908/03 Sh 53m 335/2nd in Class
3 | Gvan Lennep/H Marko Parsche 908/03 5h 53m 34s/3rd in Class
“6|RicesttWKauhsen  |Porsche 917K |4 laps down/1stin Class
11| 5 Greger/R Lins Porsche 910 7 laps downd1stin Class
30 | H Link/B Becker Parsche 908 16 laps down/3rd in Class
Le Mans 24-hour Race {13 June)
1| Gvan Lennep/H Marko Parsche 917K 397 laps/1stin Class
2 | R Attwood/H Miiller Porsche 917K 395 laps/2nd in Class
3| 5 Posew/T Adamowicz Ferrari 512M 366 laps ;
7| W Brun/P Mattli Porsche 907 306 laps/1stin Class
Zeltweg 1000km {27 June)
1 | P Rodriguez/R Attwood Porsche 917K 5h 04m 26s/1st in Class

2 | MVaccarella/T Hezemans Alfa Romea T33/3 | 2 laps down

3 | R StommelendM Galli Alfa Romea T33/3 | 2 laps down

5 | EBonomellifPooky’ Parsche 910 30 laps down/1st in Class

8 | & Trummer/D Sessitsch Porsche 906 31 laps down/2nd in Class :

_'-";.f:a r.l-:iﬂ_s Glen (24 Jl.ﬂj.f-}

The words on the poster say it all ... Porsche

scored 72 points to Affa Romeo’'s 51; Ferran came

1| R Peterson/a de Adamich Alfa RomeoT33/3 | 279 laps

third on 26 points.

2 | J5iffertfG van Lennep Parsche 917K

277 lapsf1stin Class

3| D Bell/R Attwood Porsche 917K 269 laps

Championship would exclude cars like the 917, and, with Porsche
refusing to field a brand-new three-litre prototype, the Gulf-
Porsche agreement also ended. Rico Steinemann was another
casualty, his contract expiring with the end of the season,
whilst Ferdinand Piech stepped aside amid the fallout from the

companys internal politics to make way for the return of Ernst
Fuhirmann ...

The other races

Jo Siffert won the Yellow Pages Trophy at Thruxton in a 917, and
Jurgen Neuhaus won the ADAC 300km race on the same day
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in Germany. Claude Ballot-Lena and Guy Chasseuil took their
008/02 to victory at the three-hour race at Le Mans following the
test weekend, and Guy Larrousse won an event at Magny Cours a
couple of weeks later. The Vila Real was also claimed by a Porsche
driver, as was the Paris 1000km when Derek Bell joined forces
with Gijs van Lennep.

In the Interserie, the works-built 917 Spyders of Jurgen
Neuhaus (Uschi Heckersbruch), Leo Kinnunen (AAW Racing), and
MichelWeber{Gasipa)werebacked upbythe 91 7Ksof Dominigue
Martin (Zitro) and Mario Casoni, as well as the 908/02s of Ernst
Kraus, Hans-Dieter Weigel, and Otto Stuppacher. Kinnunen won




L

Jurgen Neuhaus on his way to victory in the ADAC 300km Race at the Nurburgrinig, held on 12 April. The second picture shows

the German's 817 Spyder at the works,

Two shots from the Intarseria round at Hockenheim, with the blue 917 Spyder belonging to the Gesipa Racing Team {Michel
Weber dnving), and the other car the 908/02 Flunder of Emst Kraus. Weber finishad fourth that day, Kraus sixth,




only one of the seven Interserie rounds with his Porsche (that
held in Finland), but had numerous podium finishes to allow him
to take the title with ease. Peter Gethin (McLaren) was second,
with Weber's 917 third. Neuhaus, last years winner, ended the
season in sixth.

Meanwhile, Porsche’s interest in the Can-Am series was
revived by the efforts of Vasek Polak - a gentlernan who first
came to the factory’s notice in the 1950s as a race tuner of
Carrera fours on the West Coast of America. By now, he was an
established Porsche+Audi dealer, and, on buying the old 217PA
built for Jo Siffert, unwittingly set the wheels in motion far a fully-
fledged works assault for the 1972 season,

Palak had the 917PA shortened and given a new nose, and
it was then fitted with a new 4.9 litre engine in time for the
apening round on 13 June at Mosport. Driven by Milt Minter, it
ran alongside two of Tony Dean's old 908 Spyders (handled by
Dick Barbour and Steve Matchett respectively), but had trouble
in practice which prevented it from starting the race.

Things improved at 5t Jovite, with an eighth-place finish,and,
in the third round, Minter’s 917PA came good and rewarded him
with fifth. The fourth round at Watkins Glen followed the World
Championship race, and brought Siffert's 917/10 into the arena.

Entered officially by Vasek Polak, Sifferts car was basically a
cross between the 908/03, with its cockpit moved as far forward
as possible, and the 917K with tailfins, while the nose was based

Jo Siffert in Can-Am action in
the STP Porsche+Audi 81710,

on that of the @17PA in its final 1969 form. Enormous Goodyears
weare fitted to trapnsmit the fve-litre, flat-12% power to the road.
Although McLarens were first and second, the 217/10 finished
third in this first outing, and the factory was already working on
a plan to endow the car with more horses.

Supercharging, that most elegant form of forced induction,
was investigated, though ultimately rejected. Turbocharging
was also beginning to be introduced to the racing scene, largely
thanks to the work of Michael May, and twin-turbos were looked
at for the flat-12, using wastegates to control boost pressure,
However, turbo-lag was a serious problem, and, in the meantime,
the engine remained in naturally-aspirated guise with capacity
upped to 5.4 litres — the physical limit for the 12-cylinder engine's
structure.

Siffert was second to Jackie Stewart at Mid-Ohio, where
Minter came sixth. The Swiss driver was second again on the
Road America track at Elkhart Lake, but dropped to fifth in a
McLaren-dominated Donnybrooke round. At Edmonton, Siffert
was fourth, Minter fifth. Fifth was the best Siffert could manage
at Laguna Seca, and he perished in a BRM at a Brands Hatch F1
race before he had a chance to compete in the final race of the
Can-Am season at Riverside - it was another tragic loss to the
racing community. Minter was sixth at Riverside, allowing him
to end the season in the same position, two places behind the
respected SWiss racer.




he Competition Department moved to the Weissach
proving ground at the end of 1971, but there was no
replacement for the 917. Instead, Ernst Fuhrmann, who
took full control of the R&D facdility in March 1972, sat
down to think about what had happened over the last few racing
seasons, how much it had all cost, and how much did it benefit
the company? For sure, amongst enthusiasts the numerous
victories in the World Championship had brought great prestige
to the Stuttgart make, but Fuhrmann was not convinced that the
outlay had been worth the return in terms of general publicity.
Given the close bond between race and road cars during the
356 era, Fuhrmann considered that the latest breed of Porsche
racers were too far removed from the production cars to be of
any real use in marketing. Not long after his new appeointment, a
whole range of sporting machines stemmed from the 911, and,
once agaln, the Porsche road and racing cars were unequivocally
linked. In the meantime, Fuhrmann simply continued with the
Can-Am programme that was already approved and progressing
well, put more effort into the GT and rally cars,and supported the
Forsche teams running in the Interserie events.

The World Championship

For 1972, both Sports and Prototype cars were limited to a
three-litre capacity and a maximum of 12 cylinders in FIA events.
The old Group 5 and Group & merged, meaning It was no longer
necessary to build 25 units - all would qualify as newly-defined
Group 3 Sports Cars. However, Porsche was not Interested. |t
had invested a fortune in time and money to develop the 917,
and had more to lose than gain by creating a new three-litre
challenger. It would go out on a high note, leaving in its wake
strong memories of Porsche domination,

Of course, before the 917 came along, Porsche had built the
908 for the three-litre formula, and this, along with older racers,
was allowed to score points in the series. In Buenos Aires, the
yellow 908/03 of Juan Fernandez and Jorge de Bagration came
a valiant sixth behind the works Ferraris and Alfas, which were
ideally suited to the new championship format.

It was the Brumos 9115 that did the best job at Daytona,
coming seventh, as the Spanish 908/03 that had done well in
Argentina failed to finish, as did Tony Dean’s beautifully-finished
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Or Emst Fuhrmann
plaved an important

rale in Porscha's early
developrment, and,

on refurning to the
company after a lenure
with the Gosetze pisfon-
ring concern, was

duly named the hew
Chairman of the Porsche
car business in 1972, As
head of enginesring, too,
the responsibility for any
racing programme also
fell to him.

blue 908/02. The Brumos 2115 (handled by Peter Gregg and
Hurley Haywood) was then fifth at Sebring, two places higher
than the Vasek Polak-entered 910 driven by Milt Minter and
Roman Pechmann, and 16 better than a 906 listed against the
Carousel Porsche+Audi dealership.

At Brands Hatch, Otto Stuppacher and Kurt Rieder took
their Bosch 908/02 to ninth, having had a good battle with the
Joest 908/03. In fact, the Joest car (chassis 908.03.008), driven
by Reinhald loest and Gerhard Schuler, was in action again in
Monza, beating one of the works Ferraris to take an amazing
second place, just four laps down on the other Ferrari 312PB.
At the same time, the 907 of Peter Mattli and Herve Bayard was
fourth.

A Kremer 2115 was the best Porsche finisher at Spa, and it
was 9711 drivers that upheld German pride on the Targa and in
the ADAC 1000km race, too. At Le Mans, history will show a victory
for the Matra-Simcas, but third place was actually claimed by an
old 908L that once belonged to Jo Siffert. Raced by Reinhold

1972"



WorLo CHAMPIONSHIP

Buenos Alres T000km (2 January)

1 R F.'E'IZETEEII?JT Sl:hEnFu_an | _FErr_afi 312P 5h45m 58s
2 | C Regazzoni/B Redman Ferrari 312P S5h 48m 03s
3 | C FacettifG Alberti | Alfa RomeoT33/3 6 laps down
Daviona 24-hour Race (31 January)
1| M Andrettif) Ickx Ferrari 312P 194 laps
2 | R Peterson/T Schenken Ferrari 312P 192 laps
3| VEford/HMarko | Alfa Romeo 33TT3 | 190 laps
Sebring 12-hour Race (25 March)
1 | M Andrettif) lckx Ferrari 312P 259 laps
2 | R Peterson/T 5chenken Ferrari 312P 257 laps
3 . M Vaccarella/T Hezemans Alfa Romee 33TT3 | 233 laps

21 | M Rosen/) Schaub | Porsche 906 172 laps/3rd in Class
BOAC 1000km {16 April)

1] M Andrettif] Ickx i Ferrari 312F 5h 55m 27s

2 R Peterson/T Schenken | Ferrari 312P 1 lap down

3 | P Revson/R Stommelen | Alfa Romeo 33TT3 | 2 laps down
Monza 1000km {25 April)

1 . C Ftegazznniﬂ_l_::i:x Ferrari 312P 5h 52m 055

2 R Joest/G Schuler Porsche 908/03 4 laps down/2nd in Class
3| RPeterson/T Schenken | Ferrari 312P | 9 1aps down |

4 | P Mattli/H Bayard Porsche 907 21 laps down/1stin Class

Spa 1000km (7 May)

1| BRedman/A Merzario | Ferrari 312P ah 17m 195

2 C Regazzonif) Ickx | Ferrari 312P 1 lap down

3 | ) Hine/J Bridges | Chevron B21 & laps down
Targa Florio (21 May)

_l ! A Merzario/5 Munari Ferrari 312p ] 6h 27m 48s

2  HMarke/N Galli Alfa Rormeo 33TT3 | 6h 2Bm 055

3 | A de Adamich/T Hezemans | Alfa Romeo 33TT3 | 6h 46m 225

continwed aver ..

Mark Dofiohue,

George Follmer,

loest, Michel Weber, and Mario Casoni, the 1969 car
was only 19 laps down on the big-budget MS&70
that won.

There was no good news for Porsche fans from
Zeltweg, but Watkins Glen threw up a fourth for the
908/02 of Tony Dean and Bobby Brown, and a fifth
for Reinhold Joest and Mario Casoni. At the end of
the year, having won every round except Le Mans,
Ferrari naturally took the championship, amassing
160 paints; Alfa came second on 85, and Porsche
finished third on 72, well ahead of serious contenders
like Lola, Chevron, Mirage, and Matra. Porsche easily
walked away with the GT trophy.

Perhaps one of the most interesting Porsche
entries of the year was that in the name of E Strahle
KG at Zeltweg, for this 9115, driven by Gunther
Steckkonig, was fitted with an experimental 2.7 litre
engine, and was ultimately one of the Carrera R5/RSR
series cars that made their official debut at the 1972
Paris Salon.

The Interserie season
Roger Penske had driven a Porsche in his racing days,
but was now better-known as a Team Manager. He
was the lohn Wyer of the States, able to attract good
drivers thanks toa proven track record - the Trans-Am

- Championship had been dominated by the Penske

outfit, for instance. Penske was also a Porsche+Audi
dealer with excellent contacts at the US head office,
s0 was the ideal cholce to frent the 1972 and 1973
Can-Am campaigns for the works.
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Mirburgring 1000km (28 May)

1 . R PetEr_sun.l'T Schenken Fe_r_r_ari 37 :'FP ﬁh_[li m 405

2 B Redman/A Merzario Ferrari 312P &h 06m 10s

3| A de Adamich/H Marko Alfa Romeo 33TT3 | 1 lap down
Le Mans 24-hour Race {11 June)

1l 5 HillfH Pescarala Matra-Simca M5670 | 343 laps

2 | F Cevert/H Ganley Matra-Simca MS670 | 333 aps

3 | R Joest/M Weber/M. Casoni | Porsche 908L 324 laps/3rd in Class
18 | W Brun/P Martli/H.Bayard | Porsche 907 251 lapsf2nd in Class

Zeltweg 1000km {25 June)

1 Jlckx/B Redman Ferrari 312P dh 58m 46s

2 . H Marko/C Pace Ferrari 312P 1 lap down

3|R Peterson/T Schenken Ferrari 312P 4 Ia.ps down
Watkins Gler (22 July)

1| M Andretti/l Ickx Ferrari 312F 195 laps

II R Peterson/T Schenken Ferrari 312F 195 laps

3 | D Bell/C Pace Mirage Ma 181 laps

Porsche essentially used the nine rounds in the Interserie
races to test its new Can-Am machine in a harsh environment.
One could see the distinct similarities to the 1971 car, but with
a smoother nose and the adoption of a huge rear wing, added
on Mark Donohue's request — the man who would be the key
figure in developing the Can-Am car with Porsche's project chief,
Helmut Flegl. Indeed, Flegl found Donchue, Penske’s star driver,
to be immensely talented. He warked with Flegl in Germany to
help improve the vehicle before the season started, and then
used a five-litre test car (917.10.003) in America to finalize it,

In the end, although the 917/10 designation was retained,
the 1972 car had a new frame with a fraction longer wheelbase,
revised body, a modified front suspension, uprated brakes, and
availability of a 5.4 litre engine, made possible by taking the bore
out to its safe maximum of 90mm (most of the customer’ cars
retained the five-litre lump, however), Leo Kinnunen had the
honour oftaking delivery of the first'customer’s 4 litre 917/10, but
it wasn't on song at the Nirburgring season opener. Indeed, the
Finnish driver was beaten by Willi Kauhsen, who finished second
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The 2687 cc Carrera RS ieft), which could be
bought in Sport or Touring guise, was fo form
the basis for Porsche's new racing car, the
2806cc Carrera ASRA. Introduced at the Paris
Salon in October 1972, the high powered 971
variaht made a massive impact on the 1873
racing scene.

in Jo Siffert’s old car, coming home just behind the works BRM of
Howden Ganley. Jurgen Neuhaus was fifth In a 917 Spyder.

Kauhsen won the next round at Imola. Ernst Kraus was third
ina 917 Spyder, and Reinhold loest finished sixth in his 908/03,
Having experienced engine trouble in Italy, Kinnunen won at
Silverstone, beating Willie Green'’s Ferrarl 512M. Ganley took his
second win of the season in the Austrian round, but, from then
an, it was Kinnunen all the way: he won the final five races with
a turbocharged lump in the tail of his car, with Kauhsen second
in four of them (Joest was second after two heats in the second
MNarburgring visit of the series). Not surprisingly, this handed
Kinnunen the Interserie title, while Kauhsens consistency was
rewarded by receipt of the runner-up prize.

The Can-Am Challenge

With the normally-aspirated 217/10 cut and about on the race
tracks of Europe, providing an early warning of any chassis



Leo Kinnunen had the first 5.4 litre
817/10 avalable outside the works,
and Is seen hare charging to victory

at Hockenheim. The replica ‘Can-Am’

body panels were first used af Lelfvag,
& waek before this plcture was taken.
Of the nine Interserie rounds, Kinnunen
won six of them, the lsler races using
the 850bhp, 4.5 litre turbocharged
fat-12 seen in the second shot.

o

il hl.r §is ] tl\.

Mark Donohue's Can-Am car sinpped of its wafer-thin
bodywork. The 317710 Turbo was pretly much a modem
interpretation of the pre-war Auto Union Grand Prix maching.

problems for the factory Can-Am effort, work continued behind
closed doors on giving the car more power. Through a trial and
error process, Hans Mezger and Valentin Schaeffer gradually
refined the forced induction system, concentrating efforts on the
proven 4.5 litre engine, With the compression ratio reduced to
6.5:1, the fuel-injected, twin-turbo unit now delivered a healthy
850bhp.

Further modifications enabled the Porsche men to try the
turbocharged set-up on a five-litre version of the Type 912
unit, and with a reliable 900bhp, this was declared the ultimate
Can-Am engine. Linked to an uprated four-speed transmission,
everything was ready just in time for the season opener at
Mosport on 11 June - mechanically, at least. By the time the car
made its debut, the oil cooler ducting in the nose was different,
with a more dramatic wing shape on each side of it. This new
front-end was duly made available for ‘customer' 217/10s, but a
falring was also built in behind the driver to smooth airflow over
the rear of the vehicle on the Penske machines.

It was obvious right from the start that, at last, McLaren



A couple of shots of George Follmer on his way fo winning the 1972 Can-Am series. Before Penske and Porsche joined
forces, Mol aren had dominated the fleld. Note the rear falning used on the L& Porsche+Audi Can-Am cars, but left off the
‘customer 917/70s.

An interesting shot from Riverside in October 1972,
showing Ernst Fuhrmann (ieftl explainihg something to Mark
Donohue (centre) and Roger Penske.

had some serious competition. Denny Hulme's new M20 won
in Mosport, but only after Donchue had trouble with the
turbacharging mechanism - the L&M Porsche+Audi car finished
second, with Milt Minter fourth in a reqular 917/10, and Peter
Gragg close behind in another of the new Porsches.

Donochue was badly injured in testing, and it was the
experienced Gearge Follmer who took over the hot seat, winning
first time out at Road Atlanta. Minter was third and Gregg fifth,
maintaining the pressure on the Mclaren and Lola runners,
There were turbo and tyre problems at Watkins Glen, but things
came gooed at Mid-Ohio with Follmer leading from start to finish.
Minter finished third in the Vasek Polak car, while Tany Dean
finished 14th in his well-used 208/02 Spyder,

Fallmer won again in Elkhart Lake, with Gregg third and
Minter (now with turbo power) seventh. There were rumours of
Donohue returning for Donnybroke, and these turned out to be
true, Two cars were run, but it was not a kind event for Penske'’s
men: Donohue crashed after suffering a puncture, and Follmer
ran out of fuel, delaying his progress somewhat. At least Minter
finished a strong second in his normally-aspirated machine.

Donchue won at Edmonton, with Follmer third, and the
Penske cars claimed an easy one-two at Laguna Seca. Milt Minter
came fourth In that race, followed home by Sam Pasey in the
original 917PA, which, by now, had been rebodied and given a
turbocharged engine. Anather old car was also in California that
day = 917.10.001 = which had now passed to Willi Kauhsen after
his original 1972 ride was destroyed in an accident. Sadly, it did
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he 911 {originally Type 901) had first been introduced at

the 1963 Frankfurt Show, although it would be another

year before the vehicle went on general sale, powered

by a two-litre flat-six. It won many races and rallies in
that form (including prestigious events |ike the Tour de France
Automobile, the Marathon de la Route, and the Monte Carlo
Rally), with the 911R the ultimate development before the road
car range received a larger, 2.2 litre engine for the 1970 season.
Lightweight ‘Rallye’ machines were duly built, and formed the
basis for a small batch of 2.4 litre racers that ultimately became
the 2.5 litre 9115 after the engines on the road machines were
enlarged once again.Then,at the end of 1972, Porsche introduced
an improved race-bred 911 built in large enough numbers to
homolagate the car in Group 4 - the 2.7 litre Carrera RS was born,
with an even more sporting version, the 2.8 litre RSR, marketed
for serfous racing drivers and their teams.

The RSR

The work of Helmuth Bott and Norbert Singer, the RSR was
developed alongside the RS, s0 a prototype was available for
FIA inspection at the end of 1972.The M491 (RSR) modifications
included a new engine, uprated brakes and suspension, an even
more basic interior than that of the RS Sport {incorporating
a rollcage), and a number of bodywork revisions, mainly to
improve cocling and allow the owner to take advantage of the
wider wheel and tyre combinations available.

The ariginal RSR engine retained the 70.4mm stroke of the
RS, but a bigger 92mm bore was adopted, thus giving a cubic
capacity of 2806cc. Again, the cylinder bores weare Mikasil coated,
but there was a lot of detail work on the crankshaft and con-rods,
and new pistons were adopted to take the compression ratio up
to 10.3:1. Mechanical fuel-injection continued to be employed,
although hotter cams and twin ignition were adopted, and the
heads were maodified, featuring larger ports and much bigger
valves. In this guise, with a free-flow exhaust system, the six-
cylinder unit (Type 911/72) developed 300bhp at B000rpm, and
2171bft of torque at 6300rpm.

The transmission was carried over from the RS, althaugh,
naturally, being a racing car,a number of gear sets and final-drive
ratios were listed to suit the various tracks. With an uprated clutch

attached to a lightened Alywheel, and a limited-slip differential, it
Was a pure competition car.

Drilled and ventilated disc brakes were taken from the 917,
complete with hefty four-pot calipers and a facility for the driver
to adjust brake balance. The suspension was stiffened up and
given greater scope for adjustment, while the Fuchs wheels — 9
% 15 at the front, 11J x 15 at the rear - were shod with suitable
racing rubber (usually 230/600 and 260/600 Dunlops).

The most obvious change to the bodyshell was the
adoption of massive wheelarch extensions to accommodate the
aforementioned alloys and wider tyres. There was an oil cocler
in the centre of the deeper airdam (plus an additional one for
the gearbox, behind the horn grille in the offside front wing,
where the secondary oil cooler usually sat on the 9115 and RS),
with rubber clips above it to hold down the lid for the luggage
compartment, which housed the larger, 110 litre (24.2 Imperial
gallon) fuel tank (a 120 litre/26.4 gallon safety tank was available
as an option).

The interior was stripped out, and left with bucket seats,
full harnesses and the absolute minimum of trim. A key interior
change was adoption of a 10,000rpm tachometer, with the red-
line marked at 8200,and a built-in fire extinguisher.

Withthe standard homologated carhavinga 2.7 litre capacity,
it was possible to go up to three-litres via a bore increase and stay
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WoRrLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Targa Flario {13 May)

2
3

1

H Miiller/G van Lennep
5 Munari/J-C And ruet
L Kinnunen/C Haldi

Porsche Carrera RSH
La_rlc'la Stratas
Porsche Carrera RSR

Gh 54m 20s/15t in Class
7h 00m 313
7h 12m 43s/3rd in Class

Mirburgring 1000km (27 May)

1| 1ick=/B RBedman Ferrari 312P 5h 36m 53=
2 | A Merzario/C Pace Ferrari 3212P 5h 36m 54s
3 | J Burtan/) Bridges Chevron B23 4 laps down
4 | C Haldi/B Cheneviere Porsche 90803 4 laps down/3rd in Class

Le Mans 24-hour Race (10 June)

Wil Kauhsen had a good start fo
the Intersere season, winnng the
first two races. This picture shows
Kauhsen at the Ndrburgring on the

1 | H Pescarolo/G Larrousse Matra-Simca M56708 355 laps day he won the ADAC 300km event.

2| AMerzario/C Pace Ferrari 312P 349laps

3 | J-P labouillefJ-P Jaussaud Matra-Simca M5&70 331 laps

1| H Pescarolo/G Larrausse Matra-Simea M56708 | ah 48m 58s of the few Interserie runners to

2 | 1-P Beltoise/F Cevert Matra-Simca MS6708 | 4h 49m 44s ggﬁﬂgfg?ﬂfg’ o aéf:?nﬁj ;r%

3 | Jckx/B Redman Ferrari 312P 1 lap down optad for turbo power, He still

finished the seazson in fourth,

Watkins Glen (27 July) howaeaver,

1 | H Pescarolo/G Larrausse Mlatra-Simca M56708 199 laps il GE-‘DJ"Q' SR

2 | Jickx/B Redman Ferrari 312P 197 laps turbocharged 917/10 at the

3 | A Merzario/C Pace Ferrari 312P 196 laps Nirturgring.




Vic Elford on his way to victory at Hockenhaim. i

As the poster says,
Leo Kinnunen refained
hiz Intersenie crown.

it also shows how alf

the top positions weng
dominated by Parsche
arivers at the and of
the season.

Georg Loos moved
over from Mclarens to
a new turbocharged
917410 for 1973, and
Willi Kauhsen had
his mount updated.
Ernst Kraus had a
normally-aspirated
G17/10, and Reinhold Joest was
always going to be a threat in his 908/03, Kauhsen
wan this first meeting, but there was still a long way to go, and
Kinnunen loocked anything but ready to give up his title,

At round two at Imola, the finishing order was Kauhsen,
Kinnunen, Loos in the turbocharged 217/10s, Kraus fourth, and
Joest fifth in his old 908, Follmer had trouble again, and wasn't
present for the next race in Silverstone, where the podium
members were the same, only with first and second places
reversed.

Porsches filled the top six spots at the Norisring, with
Kinnunen scoring his second victory of the year. Vic Elford putin
an appearance at Hockenheim, though, and walked off with the
silverware that day, but Georg Loos was second 1o keep him in
contention for the title, as he'd been finishing well all season.
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The 1972 Can-Am works cars were sold off to Bobby Rinzler
in time for the 1873 season. Car number 18 {seen here) was
handled by Geoarge Follmer, and its sister (number 23} was
pitoted by Charlle Kemp. The latter won at Mosport, while
Folimer took the flag at Road Allanta.

At Misano, the engine let go in the Loos car, and, with
Kinmunen first and Kauhsen fourth, that was the end of the Gelo
Racing Team's hopes, Kinnunen then drove a superb race in
the final round to retain his title. Kauhsen finished the season
in second place, thanks to his two wins in major events, while
Georg Loos was third, closely followed by Ernst Kraus.

Can-Am update
Mot satisfied with a victory in most of the races in 1972, for the
1973 season, the Porsche factory once again revised the Can-Am
rmachine for the Penske team in a bid to try and win every round.
This new car was known as the 917/30, powered by a 5.4 litre



Porsche finished 1973
having dominated
Can-Am racing on both
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smoothly down the sides, and a longer tail that now filled the area
underneath the huge wing structure. Finished in a deep blue hue
to suit Sunoco, Penske's main sponser for 1973, and with subtle
chassis refinements applied, the new car was ready to roll.

Bobby Rinzler now had the two old Penske cars, with George
Follmer and Charlie Kemp at the controls. In fact, these were the
vehicles to be in at the start of the season. Kemp wen the first
round at Mosport Park, while Hans Wiedmer was second in an
ex-Palak 917/10. Donohue had a coming together with anather
car,dropping him down to seventh. At the second round at Road
Atlanta, it was Follmer's turn to pick up the trophy, with Danohue
second, slowed by a dodgy fuel filler.

From then on, everything went Donohue'’s way, the Penske
driver winning the final six races straight. Challenges were
mounted by Follmer, Jody Scheckter (in Vasek Polaks new
turbocharged 917/10), David Hobbs (Mclaren), Jackie Oliver

(shadow), and Hurley Haywood (another Porsche man, with
the Brumos équipe), but it was a hopeless cause, In the end,
Donochue scored 139 points to Follmer’s 62; Haywood and Kemp
finished in the mid-40s with Bob Nagel (who campaigned the
ex-Jackie Stewart Lola), and Scheckter got 39. The Penske team
was untouchable,

There was cne other interesting statistic to come out of the
1973 season: never before had any driver managed to finish in
every race, but Mark Donohue broke the curse. This was nearly as
glowing a testament to the Porsche-Penske team as the number
of victaries it claimed during the year. Also, long before Christmas,
news reports were noting that Porsche had already built a Group
5 911 racer emplaying the turbo technology refined in the
States. The future locked bright, even if Can-Am’s destiny was in
question ...
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The 1974 mode! year Carrara RS 3.0 in OM 64,980 Group
3 road car guise lpoked completely different to the Group 4
RSR. Even the rear spoiler had fo be shorter fo satisfy TUV
people, but two were supphed, allowing customers fo it the
longer version. Memaones of the original 817 ...

production crankshaft was used, although exotic materials were
employed for the valves and connecting rods, and there were two
plugs per cylinder. With Bosch fuel-injection, a single, exhaust-
driven Eberspacher/KEE turbocharger, and a 6.51 compression
ratio, by the end of the 1974 season, the Type 211/76 unit was
giving the best part of 500bhp and 435Ibft of torque, prompting
an uprated transmission to be fitted. Boost could be raised or
lowered according to race conditions, as it was adjustable from
the driving seat. Turbo-lag was still a serious problem, even
though Porsche had engineered out a lot of it by the standards
of the day.

Taking advantage of the Group 5 regulations, the bodywork
was highly modified, with fibreglass panels giving a higher tail
profile, cutrageous wing bulges, and equally OTT front and rear
spoilers. In addition, the fuel tank was ultimately moved to a
position inside the cockpit, closer to the car's centre of gravity.

The torsion bar suspension was dropped for one
incorporating adjustable titanium coil springs. These were
mounted on a new alloy rear cross-structure at the back with the
trailing arms fabricated in box-section aluminium.The geometry
was changed to give better anti-squat, anti-dive characteristics,
and to try and keep the massive tyres in contact with the road.
By all accounts, the handling was quite user-friendly.

The vehicle weighed in at just 750kg {16501b) at the start
of the season, although, after an air-to-air intercoocler was
eventually added as part of the standard specification, plus a
few other modifications, weight was up to 820kg (1805|b), over
two-thirds of which was distributed over the rear wheels,

1974 review
The oil shock put a real damper on the racing scene, with Daytona
and Road Atlanta cancelled, as well as Buenos Aires later in the
year. There were still ten World Champlenship rounds, though,
due to the extended calendar introduced for 1974, with several
new venues (including Road Atlanta) included to make up for
the lack of classic races like the Targa Florio.

The Carreras were out in force at Monza, the Martini-
sponsored Miller/Van Lennep car leading them home in fifth
place. Reinhold Joest and Mario Casoni came seventh;interesting
to note was that two 908/03s were entered by Joest Racing,
which would become a force to be reckoned with one day.

At Spa, while the Joest cars failed to turn up, and the
Escuderia Tibibado 908/03 failed to finish, at least the Martini
pairing came third in the turbocharged RSR. In response to the
fuel shortage, the classic ADAC 1000km race was shortened to
750km for 1974. In any case, the Joest car was off song, and the
turbo Porsches were outgunned by the specialist Matras and
Alfas, At least a Joest 908/03 came aighth at Imola, following a
train of three RSRs - the works Porsches had retired, along with
the second Joest car,
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The Carrera RSR 3.0 was a ‘customer’ racer, and not
wsed by the works. However, it was a serious competition
maching as these picturas showing the modified bodly,
strippead-out interor much fike that of the previous ASA, with
Recaro bucket seats), Tvpe 97175 engine, and cross-drilled
brakes clearly lustrate. While the fuel fank came straight
from the contemporary production car, weight was listed at

just 800kg (T9801H)!

Herbert Muller and Gijs van Lennep took a fantastic second
place at Le Mans, only six laps down on the winning V12 Matra-
Simca, despite losing fifth gear on the Sunday marning. A 908/02
finished in 19th, but otherwise it was normally-aspirated RSRs
that dominated the minor standings in the 24-hour classic after
the ather 908s and a 910 fell by the wayside.

In Austria, both Joest cars failed to finish,although the Mdller/
VanLennepteamwassixth,andthensecondagainatWatkins Glen,
followed home by Trans-Am Class winners, Gregg and Haywood,
in the Brumaos Porsche; another four 9171 models finished in the
top ten, while the 908/02 of Dennis Aase and Scooter Patrick
was sidelined with a broken gear linkage. Incidentally, Carreras
dominated the 1974 Trans-Am Championship, with Peter Gregg
successfully defending his crown.

continved page 258

254



The 908/03 of Reinhold
Joest and Mario Casoni

at the Ring. It finished the
day in 19th place, five laps
down on the winning Matra.
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Action from the Norburgring, where the
race was shortened ta 750km. The Schurtif

Koinigg Porsche can be seen leading the
Joest S08/03, with the Miller/Van Lennep car
close behind.

The Miller/\Van Lennep Porsche lgaving the pits at the
g. This was the best placed of the Martini works
ning home in sixth, while the sister car was seventh,
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WorLo CHAMPIONSHIP

Paul Ricard 750km {15 August)

1 | }-F Jarier/J-F Beltoise | Matra-Simea MS670C  4h 10m 58s
2 | H Pescarolo/G Larrousse Matra-5imca MS670C | 3 laps down
3 | D Bellr) Icks Mirage GR7 5 laps down

BOAC 1000km (29 September)

1 | J-P larier/J-P Beltoisa PMatra-Simca MS&670C | 5h47m 33s
2 | H Pescarolo/G Larrausse Matra-Simca MS&670C 5h 47m 35s
3 | D Bell/D Hobbs Mirage GR7 11 laps down

Eyalami 6-hour Race (9 November)

1 ! H Pescarolo/G Larrousse | Matra-Simca M5670C 235 laps
2 | MP Jarier/)-P Beltoise | Matra-Simca MS670C | 235 laps
3 | D Bell/D Hobbs Mirage GR7 229 laps

Le Mans memaries. Herbert Moler left] sharing a joke with
Morbert Singer. and Gijs van Lennep looking an.

Georg Loos and John Fitzpatnck in ona of the latast
‘customer’ RSAs at the Ring. The pair dropped out of the
running early on after an accident, but Flzpatrick would go an
fo have an excellent season, deciared European GT Champion
i the Polifac/Gelo RSA, although he also drove for Kremer
that year.

Manifred Schurti fleff) and Helmuth Koinigg
trivig to explain to Norbert Singer what went
wirong with their challenge. Singer was the
engneer charged with ASA development and
making the furbocharged mods! competitive,

Incradible tail of the turbocharged RSA. This is the
Schurtiffomigg car at Le Mans.
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The Phase Il engine design, first seen in June 1974,
employed a downdraught cooling fan. This power unit
was used n the Mier\van Lennep machine at Le Mans,
afthough the other team car ran with the older Fhase Il lump.

An American postar celebrating the success of Porsche (and
Peter Gragg) Slateside in 1974,

Herbert Miller and Gijs van Lennep took this

car to a superb second place at Le Mans.

Paul Ricard saw another Matra win, but the two
Joest 908/03s of Reinhold Joest/Mario Casoni and
Paul Blancpain/Knut Lehmann came fourth and
fifth, well ahead of the Carreras. The second Joest
car had Edgar Barth’s son, Jurgen, teaming up with
Claude Haldi at Brands Hatch. It finished sixth,six laps
down on the MillerVan Lennep works Carrera; Joest
himself had gearbox trouble that day and finished in
17th.

The Joest cars dropped out at Kyalami, leaving
only the Gelo RSRs to uphold Porsche honour
Although they won again, with corporate politics
hovering in the background, this was to be Matra's
last race.

At the end of the season, Porsche finished third
in the Weorld Championship; an excellent result
considering the technology packed into the winning
Matra<Simea (not to mention the budget behind
the equipe), while the Alfa Romeo team fielded
the mighty 33TT12 - both out-and-out pure racing
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machines compared with the 911-based Porsches. And in the
International GT Trophy section, it was as if anly one margue was
competing.

The RS and RSR models were certainly hot. Peter Gregg won
the IMSA title in the States again (narrowly beating fellow Porsche
drivers, Hurley Haywood and Al Holbert, in the final round to
retain the crown), and in the European GT Champlonship, the

Carreras took victory at six of the eight rounds held in 1974,

Indead, Porsche drivers missed out an only five of the 24 available
podium spots.

The big bangers
Partly in a bid to level the playing field a little more, and partly in
response to the first oil crisis of the troubled decade, the SCCA

Miiller leading the field in
the 1974 Interserie 300km
- race at the NUrburgring.

-
- !

proposed a change in Can-Am regulations with a so-called fuel
limitation formula, which brought the works effort to a halt at
Porsche. In reality, however, it had nothing left to prove, and
announced [ts plan to leave the Can-Am arena in January.

The medified 208s from the Brezinka stable, and a private
entry far Dennis Aase, were constant runners, but only Mid-Ohio
attracted the star Porsche entries, with Brian Redman second in
the Sunoco 217/30 (the anly car left in the States after the 1973
campaign), and Hurley Haywood third in the Brumaos 917/10.
Haywood had another go in the fifth and final round at Elkhart
Lake {four of the nine scheduled races were cancelled), but body
damage cost him ten laps. Aase finished the season in eighth, but
it was Jackie Oliver who won the title for the Shadow team.

That was to be the last year of true Can-Am racing. It would

=,
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be revived, but in a completely different format. The 917/30
had just the one oauting, although it hit the headlines again in
August 1975 when Mark Donchue drove it to a new world speed
recard for a closed circuit. Equipped with a pair of intercoolers,
it recorded a lap average of 221.7mph (353.8kph) at Daytona,
beating the previous record by 3.3mph (5.2kph). A few days later,
Donohue died in the Austrian Grand Prix = his F1 March suffered
a burst tyre in the wet, and the head injuries he sustained in the
crash which followed proved fatal.

It was still possible to run the 917s in the Interserie races
as long as 4.5 litre engines were used rather than the larger
displacements seen in 1973, although Ernst Kraus continued
with a narmally-aspirated unit with a larger capacity. Most of the
familiar names were present, Herbert Miller joining the roll call
in a Martini-sponsored 917/30.

Willi Kauhsen won the first round at Silverstone, ironically a
Martini Trophy event, but Miller was at least second. He was also
second at the first of the Nirburgring races, with victory falling
te Helmut Kelleners in a Mclaren on that occasion; Joest was
third in his well-used 908/03.

Miller then won the next three races, at Kassel Airfield, the
Nirburgring (hosting its second Interserie race of the season),
and Casale in ltaly. Hardly anyone bathered with the final round
at Hockenheim, because it was all over, including Maller, but Leo
Kinnunen used the Martini car to take a win and keep the order
the way It was before the race — Miller was the new champion,
with Kelleners finishing in second. For the record, Porsche drivers
Kauhsen, Kraus, and Joest filled the next three places.

Reinhold Joest (FPorsche, S500 Clags winner, an the left], Helmul Kelleners (WMcLaren, cantre), and Herbert Miler (Porsche),
pictured after the 300km race.
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1975™

Poster released after
Forsche'’s crushing
wictory at Daytona.

he racing world found itself in a sorry state because of the
FIA's forthcoming regulation changes that meant greater
expenditure in a period of poor funding, following the
fall-out caused by the oil crisis. There were few factories in
a position to run race teams, and privateers were also struggling
to make ends meet, resulting in poor grids at most events. } |

There was supposed to have been a Woarld Championship Herbert Muiller.
of Makes based on Group 5 monsters like the Martini 211 for
1975, but the series was postponed until the following year.
As a result, Porsche decided not to enter the works cars, as its
engineers felt they had already gathered enough data to be
competitive in the 1976 season. This interesting project also
helped the Stuttgart margue refine its turbocharged reoad
car.

The old 908/03 Spyders were rolled out for another year,
but this season given the 2.1 litre turbocharged powerplants
employed by the works 911s in 1974 to comply with the
thrae-litre |imit, once a 1.4 multiplication factor had been ff
used to balance the engine outputs of cars with forced
induction against normally-aspirated maodels.

1975: a racing low

1975 really was a low point in motor racing history, at least
as faras sports cars and prototypes were concerned. Many of
the leading teams were either strapped for cash in the wake of
the fuel crisis, or sitting on the fence waiting for a new era to begin
with a fresh set of regulations in 1976. Had it not been for the
French Alpine-Renault and Ligier concerns, most entries would
have beean ex-works machines fielded by privatears, although
this lack of factory support did help establish some of the smaller
equipes — Joest, Kremer, Gela and Brumaes, far instance — while
Martini kept up its Porsche involvement via two 908/03s.

At Daytona, the Group 5 entry was so small, the organizers

The talented Swiss dnver, Herbert Mdler, in action at Spa.
The Martini 208/03 Turbo af least kept alive the ink betwesen
Porsche and the Marlind Racing Team until a full-scale assaull
an the World Championship couwld be launched in 1878, It
was also seen n nfersene events.




The Joest 908/03

of Jurgen Barth and
Ermist Kraus that
came fifth at the
Niirbiurgring. Note
the guite aifferent
coaling and headlight
arrangament to that
sean on the Martini
cars. The sister car in
the Joesf feam was
turbocharged, but the
Barth/Kraus maching
was powered by the
fafthiud NA three-litre
eight.

Jdurgen Barth.

Although Georg
Laos had bought
the old Mirages,
he still ran a team
of Carrera RERg in
the GT section of
the championship.
Thig Is one

of tis three-

fitre machines
cormening hard at
the Nirbuirgring.
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decided to limit the race to GT cars. Porsche
RSRs dominated the race, taking the first
six places. Although the event counted
toward the World Championship, it was
a poor start to the season for enthusiasts
wanting to see racing like that of just a few
years earlier.

Things were brighter at Mugello, with
Willi Kauhsen fielding the ex-works Alfas,
Alpine-Renault showing off its new yellow
and white creation, and a supporting cast
of the Mirages (bought by Georg Loos),
Ligiers,Lolasand Chevrons, plus the Martini
and Joest 908 Spyders. The latter machines
showed they were still capable of winning,
finishing third (Herbert Mdller and Gijs van
Lennep in the number one Martini car),
eighth (Jurgen Barth and Ernst Kraus in a
Joest car),and 16th (mainly handled by Leo
Kinnunen), but this was to be a Renault day.
The second Joest entry, driven by Reinhold
Joest himself and Mario Casoni, retired
with the same turbocharger maladies that
had slowed Kinnunen.

In Dijon, the Alfas came through,
but the Joest Porsche was extremely
fast. Mdller and Van Lennep had engine
trouble, dropping them to ninth, However,
as in Mugello, RSRs won their Class with
ease. In Monza, the result was much the
same on the podium, with only third place
changing,although Jurgen Barth and Ernst
Kraus came thraugh the field o claim ffth
place with their 208/03. Next up was Spa,
where the most interesting thing of note
was the speed of the Alpina BMWSs - the
908s had a bad day.

The Coppa Florio at Pergusa was a
routing run for the Alfas against very little
opposition. The ADAC 1000km classic
produced a much better race, with a four-
way fight between the Alfas, Alpines,
Porsches,and Mirages, 208/03s taking third
(MdllerfKinnunen) and fifth [Barth/Kraus)
in the end, ahead of a gaggle of Class-
winning RSRs.

One of the biggest disappointments
of the year was Le Mans beaing dropped
from the championship calendar. The test
weekend was cancelled, and, with many of

WorLo CHaMPIONSHIP

Daytona 24-hour Race (2 February)

1| PGreggfH Haywood

2 | M Keyser/B Sprowls/A Contreras

3 | C Kemp/C Baird

Parsche Carrera RSR
FPorsche Carrera RSR

Porsche Carrera RSR

B34 laps/1st in Class

669 laps/2nd in Class

668 laps/3rd in Class

Pugelle 800km (23 March)

1 | )-P Jabouille/G Larrousse

Alpine-Renault A442

Ak 47m 35:

2 | B Merzario/) lckx
3 | HMiller/G van Lennep

Alfa Romeo 33TT12

Paorsche 908703 Turbao

1 lap down

1 lap downd3rd in Class

Crijon 800km (& April)

1 | A Merzario/] Laffite

Alfa Romeo 33TT12

4h 27m 295

2 | B Jo=stiM Casoni
3 | JHine/l Greb

| Porsche 908/03 Turbo

Chevron B31

7 laps down/2nd in Class
11 laps down

flonza 1000km (20 Agril)

1| A Merzario/) Laffite

Alfa Romeo 33TT12

4h 43m 22%

2 | B JoestiM Casoni

Parsche @08/03 Turba

3 laps down/2nd in Class

3 | J-F JabouillefG Larrousse Alpine-Renault Ad442 4 laps down
Spa 1000km (4 May)

1 | H PescaralafD Bell Alfa Romeo 33TT12 3h 32m 58=

2 | A Merzario/J lckx Alfa Romeo 33TT12 1 lap down

A Peltier/s Miller BMW 3.5 CSL 5 laps down

Pergusa 1000km {18 May)

1| A Merzario/) Mass Alfa Romeo 33TT1 2 5h 05m 265

2 | HPescarolofD Bell _ Alfa Romeo 33TT12 1 lap down

3 | B Jo=stiM Casoni

Mirburgring 1000km {1 June)

 Porsche 908/03 Turbo2

j 3 laps down/3rd in Class

1| A Merzariod) Laffite

Alfa Romeo 33TT12

Sh4im 14s

2 | T s3chenken/H Ganley

Mirage GR7

S5h 4Tm 54s

3 | H Miller/L Kinnunen

Porsche 208/03 Turbao

1 lap down/3rd in Class

Zeltweqg 1000k (29 June)

1 | H PescaralafD Bell

Alfa Romeas 33TT12

3h 34m 51=

2 | A Merzario/ Brambilla

Alfa Romeao 33TT12

3h 36m 13=
continuad oOver ..
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WorLo CHAMPIONSHIP

3 | R Joest/M Casoni Parsche 908/03 Turbo

1 lap down/3rd in Class

Watkins Glen &-hour Race {12 Juby)

1 | H Pescaralo/D Bell ' Alfa Romeno 33TT12 152 laps
2| A Merzario/M Andrett| Alfa Romeo 33TT12 152 laps
3 | G Larrousse/J-F larier Alpine-Renault A442 149 laps

Herbert Mallar in
interserne action at
Hockanhaim,

the top teams and drivers staying away, it was all too easy for
the Ford-powered Guif GR8s, which came first and third, Fourth
was the normally-aspirated Joest car, leading home a string of
Porsche RSRs.

The Zeltweg 1000km was more like a proper sports car
race, but the result was familiar, with Alfa Romeos up front.
However, the Joest cars came third and fourth, and the Mller/
Kinnunen pairing ninth.The Alfas dominated again at Watkins
Glen, giving the Italian maker the title. Persche was a clear-cut
second in the championship (there was some controversy over
the Daytona paints), while Alpine finished the year in third.

There wassome close racing inthe Interserie Championship,
1975 being the last year competitors were allowed to run
917/10s. Herbert Miller won the first two rounds in his Martini-
sponsored car, with Ernst Kraus coming second at Mainz, The
next two races went to Alfa drivers in the Willi Kauhsen Racing
Team, but it was Tim Schenken in the Gelo 917/10 that came
back te win the final three rounds. Thanks to the strange
scoring systerm employed for this season, Miller was declared
champlon {using mainly a 908/03), with Kraus second In his
917/10, and Schenken third.

Emst Kraus at
the Nirburgring
in Septermber for
the sixth rournd
of tha Interserie
Champlonshio.
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G5, 72, 75,84, 80, T16-117, 154

Gesipa Racing Team 214, 218, 220-221,
433,913

Gethin, Peter 235

Ginther Bichie 22 83-84 G5 133, 134,
141, 157, 206

Glumtl, ipnazie 188 2 149220

Glerrises Dieter 153 155, 157

Glockler 12-14, 181921

Gleckles Helm 13, 17 19-20. 2% 30, 36,
1940, 42

Glockles Walter 12-13, 17 1%

Godia, Franclsoa 205

Goethals, Chelstian 59,01, /4. 8%

Goetze 236

Gl Mick 219

Goliath 17

Gongalez Carlos 29

Goanraler, Frodlan 32,50

Gongalez, Decar 24 37

Goodwood 63, 72, 76, 861134

Giodyear M2

Goarding 34

Gisselin, Gistave 142

o, Dawie 108

Graham, James 26

Ciraiva, Maurzio 142

Grandie, Ricardo 42

GEEne Jeery 157

Graz 731

Green, Willle 2128

Greger Sepp 82-03 109 115, 123 113,
133, 232

Gre E.Pel.er 1471-142, 157, 164, 166. 312,
A6 241044, M, 254, 156 258254 263

Gregory. Masten 40,42 57,65, 75 63 93,
B5-00, 142, 157, 304206, 219

Grifhchs, Far 25, 38

Groh, lan 263

Grodsmann, Rabert 134

Guerin, Richard 2065

Guicher Jean 25 1040, 122 134, 136, 141-142,
157, 'IJ'I-:

Gull 1
223 12!1 21!5-.2.1-! 230 24—1 Had
GUﬂthE‘hﬁlﬂ'ﬂiiiE‘ﬂ
Guneder, Aaines 156
Gurney, Dan 177 §2-83 86 90.91, 93

9295, 98, 100-103, 106109, 171-113,
115-01F 1578, 172

Haas. Carl 127

Hahrie, Hulsery 204
Hahnl, Fritz 95, 103-104
Haibarooe, Mike 205, 210-211, 2446, 256
Haldl, Claude 244247, 258
Halford, Broce 24

Hall, fim 141

Hamaltgn, dlan 154
Harniltan, Dumcan 25, 32
Harioyer 220
Hanriowd, JF& 1868
Hansa-Lkowd 13
Hansgen, 'Walt 134, 157
Harewood Acres Bad
Hairis, Johin 187, 188

Hawkins, Paul 142, 157, 163, 167, 169,
172, 188-159
Hawtharn, Milke 25 33 4F 50, 57-58,64, 71
Haywood, Hurley J36 243-244, 746,251,
F54, 256, F50, 263
Hefiler, Beger 141
Hedmirath, Lisdwig 95 100 756
Heinkel 125, 127-130
Hesins, Christian B4-55
Heinz, Dawe 2a6
Helfrich, Theo 25
Heppenstall B 152
Herrarte Arfang, ] 24-74
Herrrmnn._. Hans 1720, 23 25, -32 44 46
2 58-53 S8-S0 G, -2
-1- =75 B0-&1, 83-84. 87, Eﬂ;’ﬂ__ﬂl -G,
e P 1 A L P
152155, 157-1348, 160, 163-164, 166,
NGE- 165 152158, 158-180, 184-14%
JRE-190 192-193, 195, 197, 199,
1R 2042208, 210, 212315, 2182 1)
Heuberger, Arthar 38, 71-73
Heoemans, Toine 214, 231-232 137
Hild, Wilkekiyy 19 42 55 57 7F 3 7-78. 91
Hill, Graham &1-084, 86,5192 96,
1071-103, 108-109, 116, 122, 129, 136,
142, 234
Hill, Piil 32 47 50 5564, 77 B5%-84 9%
100, 109, 123, 134, 157, 173
Hire, Johin 237 265
Hirz, Ermst 11
Hitler, Adalf &4
Hobbs, Dawid 185-189, 205,210, 351,
7
Hockenheim 3683112, 125, 146, 151,
157180, 175178, 181, 185, 1460, 197,
194, 205-206, 211, 2250, 233, 240, 298,
Jhlk A2
Hale, Lambert 220
Hoffrman, Max 12 34
Halbert, Al 255
Halbert Bab 64,68, 72 83, %1, 5%, 0506,
102, 108-109, 122
Holtville 220
Hame, Martan 1457, T84
Honich. Hans 98
Horch &
FHowrmet 178, 187, 188
Hruska, Resdalfe 81
Hugus, Ed 55-56_ 58
Huhnm B 177
Hulree, Doy 158, 210, 218-2200, 241-242
Huntoon, Gearge 12
Hutckersan, Richard 158

Tbanez, I-M 42
kb, Jacky 172170, 187-189, 303 204-205,
. ; T

56257, 263
KaF# 185
IEueywea, Tatss 174, 189, 197
Wnols 220,735 248,753, 256
IMYSA, 5D
Innsbruck 75, 84, 118 142,174
breland, Iy 100- 107, T0A
bsing Fadner 204
lealiar Grand Pris 7584

Jaboisille, J-F 247, 256, 263

Jacehs, D 200

Jaguiai -
9708 9% 101,122

Japanese Grarad Priz 136, 104, 197, 208

Jarama A5, 2

Jarrien, P 256-257T, 264

Javssaud, P 247

lean-Mare” S5

Jenkinson, Denis 18 42, 1.24

Jermiregs, Bruce TG, 104 134, 187

Joser, bodel 3639

Joest 236, 244-245, 253-255, J58 261]-204

Jeist, Fte-u'l'l'lr.'lld 185, 200, 229, 231-232,
236-238, 244, 246, 248, 253, 355, 258,
TR0 763264

Juharassn, Ba 157

Johnson, Rabert 141

Johmaten, Shersead 25 32 42

lordan, Dave 141

Juilsam, Jaroslay 2023, 2537 330 36,39,
42 52 57 64

T Automotive 164, 17H 180-181. 1584,
189 193, 197, 303, 205, 208-205 2113,

18 J75- 200

Kalkiahl Frank 142

Kassel 260
kathreln Hermann 12

Kauhsen, Willi 185 188-18% 192, 197,
SUE 208200, A4, 26, 200, XA, A0
- 241-242, FAT-243,
Ah0, 6326

Keck, Hareld 141

Eelmala 220

Eellapeis, Helmwit 180, 214, 360

Kemp, Charlie 248 251, 263

Kerguen, bean 64, 135-136

Keyser, Michael 263

Kinmunen, Les 210,212,215, 218-220,
223 2323 F3E 240, 246-248, 160, 263-264

Kitand, Mafn 1591

Klass Gunther 123 130 132-134 134,
140-142, 157150, 1%7-158

Flamentaski, Louis 50

Blenk, Hams 12

Klesse, A 105

Kling, Karl 23, 35 42

knack, Roll 340

Enoir, Andlreg 143, 136

Kach, Gerhard 1
134, 1234, 140142, 153, 157154, Ihlf-

- 172-1 1HE- 1

Kainlgg, Helmuath 255, 257

Kall, Charlie 141

Fomenda, Erain 921

Eoster Fotz 36,47

Kraus, Ermst 305, 200, 3523.233_ 210,
T8, 260, 262-204

Krauge, Helmut 219

Eremor 220 234, 245 257 a1

Eremes, Erwsin 253

Eretschmann, F 240

Kaedl, Harst 157

Kuhne, Bert 36

Kxibinis, Hans 122

Kurnisthe, lean-Plerre 57

Kuirkjian, Mike 134

Kyalami 0B 205 257-F58

La Faucille hic 1049

Lafferentz, Bode 9

Lalfite, segues 353

Lagunsa Seca 23% 241

Laine, Hans 219

Larniert, T 184

L'Aamie, F 219

Lancia 2% 33 B1 24eJ47

Larg lois, Gerard 122

Larrousse, Gorard 162, 195, 157, 12 204205
12216, 218-220, 223-224, 248,
FA0-232 MR-TAT, 296257, 1204

Lauda, Miki 220

Lautenschlager, Emst 36,42

Lawrence John S5

Le Mans 10 1720, 0426 28 3% 30 39 478
. 4748 55, 58-60 6265, L1 8, 3283,
O, 93-0d, 102, 108- 109, 120 122-123,
129, 1 H-Iihﬂ]d'l-'l-‘ll‘_ Iﬁ--]-l'i-llI
156-158, 162, 166, 170-122, 177-174,
141, 1aE, TS, T8, 200-200%, S8, 210-211,
216-215, 220 223-235, 128230, 233,




236-2 38 204, JA6-247, 245, 252, 259-258,
263

Lehimann, Knut 258

Lelmermweber F 95

Leppeiheide hfe 57-58

Les Rangiers hic 99

Lesglies, Ed 200

Lesstom, Les 184G

Leuge, Helmut 159

Lewals-Evans, 5 G4

LIl E 188

Liebl, S2pp 50,54

Ligge-Feme-Liege Rally 12

Ligher 255, 261, 263

Ligeer, Guy 134, 136

Llnge Herbert 19 23 38 30-32 37 40 4F 44

S EL S B, A B0 e A

ES-‘ElE-. 103, 108-109 118-120,

SA-T83 132-TA, 139-1448, 154-154
A5F-158, 171, 190,211, 216

Link,_ Harald ..'-111

Ling, Budi 173-174, 183, 188-189,
V1192, 195, 197, 202, 204205, 210,
213-214, 218-220, 223,232

Linz 13

Lipse, Gordon A0

Lbwed, Bill 32 36

Lacke, Jim 18%

Labiner [-Poische) &

Lahner Jakab &

Lnla 193, 304-208, 230, 233, 237,341,
2al g3

Londan Racing Car Show 137

Leyarnis, Greg 219

Laos, Georg 243, 247-248, J57, 262-263

Laper Chawer, 5 40

Lasirsgper, Thomas B3

Laqus 42, F8 81, 849, TH0-TINT, 108 171,

A4 106117, 124, 1
Lowiehy, Peter 44-45 50 83
Licas 45
Lucas, Jean S8
Lo, Carlo 25

Macklin Lance 12

Maestini, Giancarla 144, 142

Magges, Luigl 2%

Magga. Tany 141

Maglich, Umberto 31-32 42 4798 50,
52-55, 57-58, GA, 71-72, 122, 131-132,
124, 1480, 142 157, 18%, 18- 184 1HE,
195, 157, 204

Magny Cours, 220 2313

Mahle, Ebethard 65,68, 72,95 109

Maing B

Mainesse, Willy 53,95 109, 122, 142,155,
157,175

Malmzheim Ll

Manzan, Robert 32,43

Marathon de la Route 243

March 220 260

Marko, Hebmt 189, 205, 219.2.20, 223,
AE0-233 237-234

Marshall, Make

M tin, Darrinigus 237

Martinl Int Hacing 213-214, 216, 118, 22324
A2T-F28 230, 344 G, F5F-25%, 255,
2G0-bhad

Martland, ighy 204
Marratto Glanning 25
MarEoito Vitlorie X2
Maseati 17 4042 44, 50, 56-58 6072
B2 Gh-AG 103
Mascrat, Bindo 17
Maserati Ernesto 172
Maseratl Ebtgre 17
Mass Jochen 263
Matchett, Steve 235
Mathe, Otio 9
Mathes 8

Matra 205,310, 213, 220, 273, 236-238,
244, 244-247, 253-258

Mattli, Peter 232, F3E-238

Maublanc, Flerme 204

Mgy, Miichael A8, 107, 111,113, 235

McAfes, fack 4495 S 52.03 17

MicClure Bab 346

MicLaren 205-206, 218, 220 235, 240747
245 251, 360

MicLaren, Brisce 131-142, 158 171173

M Millen, Ermest 32

Mcolueen, Steve 210, 219-2H)

Mefa Racing 159

ekl Lea 212

Miepydiceguy Carlos 50,57

fercedes {-Renz) E-g-, 2148 44 57 71,
T8, T, 16

Mierzario, Arturn 215 237-2308, 247, 756,
203-204

Mussina 65

Mirzger, Hans 7298 17 149 2440

Mz 16

Mid-Cinba M5, 23%, 247, 259

i laid Racing Pait 174

Mieres, Roberto 64,68

Fiigaull, Franoois 248, 756

Miles, Ken 5657, 72,83, 141-142 157158

Mille Miglia 14, 18-1 -
42, 46-45 50, 52-53 57

Mimles, Herbert B3

Mlirvbeer, Mt 235-236 24 1-242 245

Mirage 152, 200, J30-0AE, 244, 740,
F56-257.262-263

Misano 248

Fitter, Gerhand 117 133-134, 136,
130145, 152158, 157154, 160 163168,
166-169, [72-176, 178, 180182, 154,
THF- T TRA-190, JIK1-201, Skl

Mutd=na B4 AT

Fiols, Angela 232

Nigna<a Grand Pris - i

ficnneret, Pierre 96

Monte Carke Rally 147, 153, 243

Monteferrario, L 42

Montlheny 36-317 48, 108-109, 134, 136, 138,
142157, 176,191, 230

Montseny hie 103

Miont Venltaux I'||'|: BY98 109-110, 121,
Hn, Id-:'

Monza 48 1".'|1 116, 134, 118, 141
15!- LE [':]' Lbﬂl.-l‘.-' 178, TH7-1482,

W
2 26227 21, A36-57T 26, 153
Z56, 263

Moot Glanpéere 219

Migreell, Dave 204

Mioiris 8,44

Migder 5 205

Mosport Park 108 230, 230, 235 240-241
-II ]

Pl Pk
Mo, Stidling 25,32, 4.2, 50, 57-58, 60, 64,
Motorioe milg_:-i;.- o it %1%1&.@
tordport N N .
Mintschenbacher | T'EI!
Mauche, Edmoamnd 11
Mugelio 141-142, 157, 174, 190, 263
Py, Heglarl 90, 133, 136-137, 142, 145,
155157, 205, 230 237 244-247,

e

£a3-06 ], J63-J640
Killler, Siegfried 263
Fiumar, San!ll-l} Z3F. 247

Fiunaran, Gine 57

Miussa, Lulgl 3250 5758 64

Magel Bob 2591

Hajurieta, Carlos 42

HART 82 108, 153 178 190, 229 244
Massau 108, 142

Nayher Brlam 21

Hesrpasch, Jochen 130,132,134, 157,

169, 17 1-173, 1 78-180, 184-184, &8R- 190
Melwan, Bilan 219
Methercutt, Jack B3
Meubauer, Alfred &-7, 146

Meulaus, kirgen 'IEB-, B, 205, 214, 320,
L3725, f55, A

Mew York Show 234

Michals, Frank 134

Micademl, Bntonia 142, 188, 205, 219
Micolasl, Alfio 213,16

Missam 174, 191

Moblet, Pierne 95 104, 12F

Nocker, Peter 200, 1481-147 157
Morimning 143 100, 220, 250, 248

NS &

Mieburgrieg 14, 17, 19-21, 25, 38, 30, 40,
B AN B R R, o B,
-7 T4 B2-B1 61-93 95-04, 102,
Ll 'I ) TR, 122173,
125, 132-134, 134, 140, 142, 155-157,
IE7 Tah70, 172, 183185, 188 100200,
204, 114-215, 218 TI0-331_J7-2 2,
230, 353333 236, FIB-2A0, 245247,

25k I55-F57, 259- 264, MhE-264

Oliver, Jackie 204-205, 233237, 231 251 759
Olivier, Gustave 30 32 16 36

Dllon-villars hw'c 64, 145-144, 1488 160
Cirkhheer, Karl 95

|= '\-\J|-F-

O5CA 17 20 20-340, 346
'Shiea, Paul 36.4.2

Face, Carlos 238, 247

Faliwka, lerry 109

Falm Beach 12

Panhard 30

Fankl, Gerskd 189,220

Fasis Salan 0, S48 G, FE AR

Fathes, Michae| 85 108, 122 134, 136,
141142, 157 172173

Farnell, Beg 25

Parsons, Chuck 204

Fatrick, Sooater 147, 152-153, 158, 164-165,
172, 198, 192, 354

Fau Garang Priz J4 84 HE

Paul Ricard 2%2, 257-258

Fechmann, Baman 236

Peltiern, Alain 263

Penske 237-238, 240.247 244 B 240 351

Fenske, Aoger B3-B4 90 95 177 237
241, 144

Pergusa 174, 190, 263

Pesruczi, LF 25

Fescara 2596

Fescarolo, Henrl 220,230, 238 M6-347,
256-257, X63-2464

Peter, Peter 1683

Feterman, Hast 205, 220

Fetarsan, Ronnie 232, 237258

Fecard, Francois 12

Fecchio Rodsa 200

Feech, Anten 281

Fiech, Ferdinand 144, 148 153, 163, 164,
THR, 194, 242

Piec by, Lastige @

Pibgtte, Andre B3

Fiper, Dawid 134, 1471-142, 171, 174, 185,
1600, 198, 2048205, 214

F'Ellrl:l[.'l:|lll'l'!|[|ﬂr'| 173, 205

Palak, Vazek 2315-238 291,351

Falenaky, Helmut 29-30 36 3047

Falifac

Fall, Wirn 43

Faollet, Jacques 3

Faimana L2

Pan, Ben 93,9596, 101, JOE 111,113,
1189, 120-123 13241 lﬂ.ﬂlﬂdl\-ldﬁl.
172-17%, 178

Fantlac 2085

Pooky” 232

Parsche, Butri 26, 78 84,91, 122 127, 153

Paesche, Dpaathes B

Parsche, Ferdinand 45, 11,15, 71

Parsche, Ferry B-17, 15-1F 18 26, 49 65,
fﬂ, .'l".u'l'-?H,.I'ID'I_..Il'I L 107 128, 126, 146,

Parsihes, Geand 26

Parsche, Peter 26

Porscha, Waltgang 26

Parsche Degign 78

Porscha GE 154

Parsche Salzburg 2001, 204-3905, 210, 212,
21421 218, 24 223

Porschesfud] 206, 213, 218, 235237 141

Posay Sam 232 J41-7247

Patier, Andre 1427

Frince 146,179

Prince Henry Trials G

Pucel, Antanin A 1-00 90 9% TOE-T0E,
T0es, 10, 132, 133, 134, 140, 14.2, 154,
157, Mt

Pueci, Giulio 244

Didester, Disier 197, 204

Rabe, Kael 17,719,111

Racing Team A8 F18 232

Racing Team Holland 140, 157

Rahal, Muke 205, 219

Rallye Salell-Cannes ZL

Rarmee o, Hermanm 12

Hand, Frank 102, 109

Redrman, Brian 178, 188-1849, 192-193,
10h, 19198, 201, 203-205, 210, 212,
204, F18-219.223-224, 230, 337-T38,
26247, 250

Regazzens, Clay 231,237

Reld, Tomnmy 219

Reidl, Wernar 189, 220

Reims 29 48 59 65 #4476 101, 134, 134,
1471-142, 14

Renault 4, 188 261, 263264

Repn 16

Reuterrann, Carles 244, 256

Rewitter 4, 81

Revson, Peter 157,214, 219,237

Rey, lacques 132

Ridelh, 5 188

Rincler, Kurt 204, 320 236

Rindt, Jochen 142, 155, 157-158, 164,
1 isdh, 1.-':."-1]'{-::-'I:Iﬁ

Ritgpgpenberg Walter 3637

Rinzler, Bobby 248 251

Riole ¥ 132

Rivera, Cesar 42

Riverside 206, 235, 247,249

Foad Atlanta 220, 247 248 251 753

Aol OF 29

Rochet-Schneider §

Rodreguez, Pedro 85 172, 134, 138, 142,
157, 17F, 189, 198, 204, 210-212,
2148215, F15-220, 223-227, 239212

Rodinguesr, Hicarda 5961, 70, 8%, 65, 106

Rolt Tony 25,32

Roamair, Jesn 71

Repsdons, H 25

Rode, Ulrich 108

Rosen, Mere 204, 220,237

Rosemberger, Adolt &

Resenharmmer, Arthur 53

Rodstald b G5 142-144, 160, 173-174,
187,

Rors s, Count Gregonia 214

Rousn G5

Riskirasa, Podfinie 32

Rubry Llayd 141, 157,172

Fyan, lack 141

Ryan, Peter 04 50, 65

Sadller, Peted 220

21



Sala, Giulic 25

Salas Chaves, kege 42

Galinas 42

Sakvadorl, Ry 3H, B8, T2 B3, T4

Saldburgring 205

Sanderson, Riniam S8

Santa Barbara 57

Sauter, Helnrich 1.2

Seagione Franda L1

Scarfiortl, Ludowica 108,111, 123, 134,
134, 142, 157-158, 160, 172-173, 178,
180-182, 184, 187185, 191

Scaratis, Giorgio 5860 47 G4 9%

SO S0 7 01 96 108 254 354

Schael’r-ar.'v‘alenm FETH

Schaub, Jemy 237

Schechiter Boy 84

Scheckter, body 251

Schigll, Harry EL,':_E.!:-’ GGt G4 0

Schenken, Tine Z37-F38 240, Jo3-F0d4

Schetty, Peter 214

Schiller, Heinz 57-%8, 107, 108-104,
[FADFFRECMEY

Sehleaser, b 136, 141, 178, 184, 187-189

Schildter Walter

Sehrmed, Lespald 44, 171

Secholl, Rwdi 42

Schules Garbard 235237

Schulze, Helmat 58

Sehuppan Ve 246

Schurtl, Manfred 255, 257

Schutz, Udg 142 152-153, 157159,
163-164, 166, 168170, 172-174,
192-183, 19%, 197, 200-201, 203-H4

Seott, Glynn 174

Seobt, Skap 134, 157

Seatt-Dauglas, Jarmes §5

Scuidedla Falipdnatti 1481, 'I'J-l--'l"i':-_.ﬂ._
172, 180, 205

Scudena Lufthansa 174

Seud Rap di Venesia 101

Eebrm-g 16, 2526, 32, 36-37 45 4445 5

5153 57, alke] 64, 68, 70, L2 14 50-81,

},'EIIII'EII,EI 1103, 109, 132,
TH-THE 1375, 1449, 138 'Ijﬂ, 1417,
152-153, 157, 164065 172,178, 1840,
1 197-149 10, 1

Segura, Fernandn 25 3030

Seidel, Wolfgang 36, 39-40 43 50 58 60
A4 63 TF M4 AL

Selbach, Gunther 1432

SERA 215, 149

Sergikr, Mantia 18

Sessitsch, Dieter 232

Segslarn Dan 68, 72,95, 122,134

Shadow 251 259

Sharp. Hap 141

Shelby 132,141

Shelby, Canmall 40,42 64, 52

Shell 171,787,210

Shikiba, Soukichi 136

Sierre Montagna Crans hic 137

Siffert, Jo 136, 156-158, 163-164, 164,
168-168, 171-173, 178-180, 183- 1585,
TR 190, 192-193, 195, 198, 707,
204-207F, 210, 212-214, 218-230, 323,
225, 230237 15236 2309340

272

Sigala, Oddone 142

Silvarstane 174, 238, 248, 260

Simca 236, 238 246-247, 254, I5E-F58

Slmion, Andreg 42

Singer, Morbery 243, 257

Shptemakern, Robert 134, 136, 138 140, 142

Smolhers, Dick 204-205

Soler-Aolg, Alex 2042005

Solitude 1 A-
12T, 'I.':":: 143143

Sonaulo 2R3

South African GPF 84114
25 A5 83 107, 111132, 134, 1440, 142,
157, 168 172, 14 T05, 195 150 104,
e s

[
Spear Willlarm g, 2
Spence, Mike 173

spnermy Dieter 166, 172174, 186,

Sprowls, Billy 263

Eppchiger, Tommy 46

Squadna Tartamuga 164, 186, 1468 178

5L kwdite 235

Standard

Stanek, Hans 13

Starrabba, Gaetano L

Statsa, Faul 3370

Stausberg, Hans 3

SI:E'I'.I'.kl:u:rn'.Gl.InI:I:-El

Steimermann, Hico 166, 1702 'I.'-'J: 186,
1EH- 15D, 102-155, A0, 20Y, 250

Stewrarl, lackie 173,235 251

Stewr 4.8

Starmmelen, Balf 142-143, 147, 157-158,
163164, 166160, 171174, 178,
178-280, 183184, 186, 158-193, 195,
19090 A, W, 21247, FaF dnh

Staop, Dickie 134

Storer, aude 3049 55

Starz, Eberkard 21

&TP 235

Strahle, Paul-Ermst 32, 62, 65, 68, 72-73 80,
A3 41 65 102-104, 108, 118, 122 237

Streeter, [on 134

Stuck,Mans 18 20

gwina{her.unn 204, FA0 242, F 36

un

Sanaco 251, 250

Surfers’ Paradize 174

Surtens, John 122134, 138 142,157,
21820

Swaters, Jacques 42

Swiedish Grand Prix 40, 49-50. 55, 58

Sniert, Poly 5500

Syracuse Grand Priz 83,86, 100

TararmaEss, Liigi T42, 172,174

Targa Flario §-4, 42 48 6l-62, 64, 70, 72,
HO-B7, 83, 90-97, 92, 0h, WEE- 10, 107,
108, Th5-130, 122-123, 136, 129-132,
134, 140, 142, 154-155, 157, 164- 168,
170, 172, 180, 182-183, 188 195-197,
204, 212-215,; - d44 230241
238-237, 245-247, 353

Taruth, Plern 25 37 50407

T Al Wsdaw 224

Terrind, Pietro 105

Termell, Tom 205
Thezampsam, Erie 25
Thompsan, Richard 172, 18%
Thruxton 28 232
Tichweell. Ted 141

Tikuss, Jerry 204

Todara, N 134

Talvanen, Pawll 192
Tarmals, Hems 110,127
Toppetti, Cesane 142
Tormig uise, Emesia 57
Tarredemer, Francisco 244

Tourde Framce Auto 3083 156G, 157
136, 243

Tourist Traghy [TT)
54,6364, 72 B2 86, 134, 140
Tretschmann, Halph 132
Trenkel, Richard 14
Trento-Bendane hic 191
Trimtignant, Maurice 32,50, 28, T2 81, 83, &
Triumgph B
Tigjan 137
Trastmann Bmno 1F
Tewirimern, Andess 232

Ul Toni 25
Underwosd, Lake 132,134, 141
US Grand Prix 11E-117F

Uschi Heckersbruch 232
LUSAAC 157-158

Vaccarella, Mimg TOZ-T4, 105, 1089, 120
134,134, 142, 155,157, 2 18-220,
220-g3L 237

Walenrang, Ginge 12

Wallente, Eririgue 42

Vall=lunga 142,244, 294

Walwaline 20

Van Bierbesk, Marcel 133

Wan Lenneg, Dawkd 136, 157

Van Lenaneg, Gljs 157, 15%, 163-164, 205,
S FI0 2 X204, 230232, 4247,

£33-758 J63

Van Zalinge, Henk 50, 135-136

‘ella, Alfenso 109

Venezuela Grand Pric 43,43 56-50

Vestey, Faul 220

Vealillal, Auguste

Viannani, Srddrea 126 140

Wila Besl 205, 237

Vagel, Ernst &3, 73

VWogels, Charkes 157

Volkswagen BG 11-12, 15,23 27 4650

Walpi, Giewamnd 1070, 103, 105, 111

Wolvo &

o Doy Bnton 57,68 81,83

Won Doy, Pedro: G530

Vo Frankenbepg B 10-20, 35, JR-30
I6-37 39-42 40515457, 62, 64, 73

‘Wom Hamstein, Huschke 14,1241
37,4143, 48,52, 56 53-&?.',65, 71-73,

117, 46 1 7l

143-164, 179, 192-183, 208

Won Hahenlahe, 8 22-23

Vor Newmann Jahn 16,42 50

Won Ricker, Klags 78, 111

Wan Saucken, Harald 57

Von Schroter, Swen 122133

Won Trips.WWaolfgang 42, 44-45, 4748, 50,

57-59,63-65, 68, /F-T4, 76, 81, 83 -84, 55
Von Wendt, Karl 185, 188-18% 152, 197, 205

Waldegaard, Bjorn 182,212,215

Walker, Pater 25

Wialker, Rl 76,83

‘Wallace, Charles 57, 64

Wislter, Hans-Joaschim B3, 1710 127135

Walter. Helml 71-F2 76 22087 42 45 48
I0E-100, WFN 1795

‘Walter, Ludwin 1085

Walters, Phil 25,47

‘Wanderer

Ward, Jon FH

‘Wascher, Jacques 57

Wiakkins Glen 1900, 185 187, 185 102, 202,
Hi-206, 218 220, 250 232 355 217,
ST - A

Weber, Michel 143,221, 232-233, 237-138

‘Weidenhausen 1219

Weigel H-D 231-332

‘Woinsherg 21,26

Werdler 32,34-35 44 69 77 H1

‘Werlich, Gunther 204

Wermer, Cluitian &

Wester, Don 122 133 134 152153

Watansea, Heln 147

Wharton, Ken 25

Whitehead, Graham 64, 71

‘Whitehead, Peier 64

‘Whitmnare, fohn 152

Wicky, Andre 159, 180, 219-220, 226, 244

Wiedemer, Hans 251

Wiesse, Huberl 64

‘Wilder, Bob 25

Williarris, Chiris 143

‘Willlamis, Fanathon 276

Williarron, H 172

‘Wise, Hugh 205, 219.220

Wienlte, kahn 204

‘Wiendfe Racing Team 204

Wsasthall, Bill 102, 105, 134

Wunstorf 190, 205

‘Wutherich, Balf 136

Wiyer, Jahn 164 172 178, M8 212 F1& 237

fagate FO-R1

Jandyoort 75,06 98 100 111113, 142,
M5, 200

Poltwieg G3,65,84, 87, 157,174, 145,
189-180, 203, 205, 207-208 218 720,
230,233 AT 20, 246247, P, 256,
2G3-2od

Jick, Helmut 95

Jippeern, Otia 152

fitro 233

facen, Apgusts 12
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