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he F'ci rsc he family had always been heavily invcilved in the
¿eld bf mcitdrspcirt. almcrst frbm the dawn cif mbtciring
itself, but the stery starts. with Ferdinand Pcrrsche.

Eicrrn bn Ei E-eptember IBT5, the sen bf a tinsmith,
Ferdinand Persche grew upin the yiitagecif MaffersddrÀrecelvlng
his early ed ucatibn there befbre mciving cin tcr the Heichen berg
State Technical E-chcrc:-i tc study electrical techneiegy. Ehcirtiy
after his “I-Bth birthday, he left the family hcime fc:-r Vienna, and,
by 159?, had already built himself an eleci'l'lc—pt:twE:red bicycle
whilst in the emplcry ef Bela Egg er AG.

ln 1599. with the blessing bf Bela Egger, Pbrsche jt:-ined
Jaltcib Lcrhner, whcrse interest in electric autdmcrbii-ea and vast
e:-tpe rience in the carriage trade led tcr the Lcrh ner—F‘ci-rsche mcrtcir
ca r.This ncniei machine if¿rst shcrwn at the i'§i~[;lC| F'arls Etthibitlcin},
featuring an electric mcrtbr in each frcrnt wheel hub, wcruld set
Pcrrsche cm a path crf autc:-rncrbile design. The Lcrhner-F'c|rsr;he
made an unliltely ccrmpetiticrn car, but its turn bf speed was
quite re marita ble. and a stripped dawn 'u'E! rsicrn was successfully
campaigned by F‘c:irsche crn a number 4:-f prciminent hillclimb
events.

Pbrsche married in 1'EiEI3,and, in “IE1-Ei5,he left Ldhner tb talte
up the appbintment ctf Technical Direct-ctr at Austria-Daimler,
the Austrian arm cif the Daimler lvlcrtdren Geseibchaft- Pcirsche
designed a number bf vehicles fer the ccimpany {including the
famcius car which later became ltnciwn as the ‘Prince Henry‘
mbdel, fcrllciwing its greatsu ccess in the I9IiIi trials ef that name]-
ancl alscr steered it teward aere-e nglne |:|r-crd uctien.

Pbrsche remained at Austrci-—Daimler until 1923, then went
tc Stuttgart tc- becerne the Technical Dlrectcir crf Daimler. His last
celebrated design fdr Austrd-Daimler was the Sascha, a small
spurts car that made its marit during the 192.? Ta rga Fierib when
Alfred hleubauer came in 19th bverall and tcr-crlc victdry in the
Ecrppa Flctricr secticrn. fThe paths bf Pcrrsc he and hleuba tter were
tcr crcrss again when the German driver jdined the Mercedes
team.)

in 1925, Daimler became Daimler-Elena AG fdlidwing the
merger cif Daimler and E-en:-r — the twb ccrncerns had already
wcrrlted tcr-gether en technical and ccrmmercial frerrts fc:-r a
numb-er pf years — and. frcrm this date. the vehicles that the
cernbany prbduced became universally itnewrr as Mercedes
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The i_enner-F-‘erscire er iifi-iiti. which errjeyed a surprising
arnciunt er cnmcIsii'ii'nn success.

Ficirsche stayed cin until 1928, by which time the Mercedes had
¿rmly established a spbrting image thrcrugh varibus Pcrrsche-
designed racing and rcrad cars,such as the SSH.

Elly nc-w. F'cirsche's reputatibn as a designer was unrivalled
in Germany, but, fell-crwing a disagreement with the Daimler-
Eienz b-cl-ard, he decided tcr return hcrme tb Austria td jein the
Austrian Steyr cc:-ncer'n.Tne hist-dry crf Steyr can be traced bacit
tb the early nineteenth cen tt_try,althc:iugh the car manufacturing
side bf the business was nc-t tcunded until 1926. Unlertunately,
the depressien which fc:ilElc:iwed the Wall Street Crash left this
ccrnpany in ¿nancial dif¿cuities, and, with a merger between
Steyr and his dlid em plbye r, Austrci-Daimler, can the ca rds,F'crrsche
resigned.

Althcrugh crffered a number crf pcisitic:-ns widwln the
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time c~i' the st.-rtri'vi'rig',r "Sascha'i1iustrc~-Liaiiiiters. as
used en the 15'.’-?.’-?' iarga Herici. lcii-st.iirt=.'-ti‘ hate at this

Fti-rsct'ie wciri-is at the end r.if the .i'Q5i§|s.

Cirr.fst.i'ar'i Weirri-at c'.i'r-Litre a |'rri'ert;et_'t'ts5 itist trite this
te t-'fCf-D.'].-’ an the IE‘:-?-=i Taiga Fitinis {this is a sister

car drftr-arr by i-5li'frt—;-ti‘ i'y'aur'_iai_.'er, iivtiti was f_i-asi
itnerrn as a racing teain i'r1anagiei'ci’tiri£i1g' the

Sftrer Arrtitiirs ere}. F'c-rsbfie had v.asi'.l_y i'ri".y:irc|veci'
the iirier-sedes. and. as an EltZrl'tI‘lEli-"r".I'i5"=L1'j_]l'-.'E'rTt‘iE'.ril'-i.I'.|'

his ac.hi'evei'ri rants, was awnrd-sd an hnncirary
cieeterate by the Stuttgart institute cit Teciiriaiegrjr
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Perseiie aise
designed the
iitgii-trr advari-ced
‘tr’? E Aute Ltnien
Grand Firiir
ear’. ene et the
iretii-eiea that
termed the
erigilris et the
Sitvei'Arrews
tiagerid.

,
industry. Persche
felt it was time te

‘ establish his ewn
cernpany. and se.
with ¿nancial help
frem eit-celleag ue.
Adelf Fiesenberg er
{a driver fer the
Mercedes team},
a design stud ie
was esta biish ed
in Stuttgart in

Eliecem leer 1930 and etiircialiy registered the teiiewlng April.
A team ef engineers and designers was put tegether

trern the varieus ¿rms with which Persche had been invelved;
Prefesser F'ersche's sen, Ferry. was alse empleyed. Ferry Persche
had been be-rn en iS' September lSIEiSi. when his father was still
heavily invelved with the Austre~Daimler cempany. He was te
be Ferdinand F'ersche's enly sen and began driving when still
very ycrung,carrylng eut the reutlne maintenance en the cars his
father had built him frcim the age ef ten. Ferry was educated in
Weiner-iiieustadt.and. later. in Stuttgart after F'ersche’s meve tcr
Daimier in iSi'23.

By ieaa. Ferry Persche had entered an apprenticeship with
Eiesch. After a year's there ugh training. he fellewed his father te
Steyr.where he trained in mechanical engineering. mathematics.
and technical drawing. Ferry Fersche inherited much ef his
fathers natural Àair fer engineering. a talent which gave him
a selid platferm en which te build se that ethers weuld seen
recegniae him as a gifted engineer in his ewn right.

At this time Ferry was alse beceming semething ef a racing
driver. having driven fer Wanderer and being invelved with the
testing et the Aute Unien Grand F'ri:it car. Hewe ver, his father put
an end te his cempetitien days, saying:"He might get te lil-te this
sert ef thing and want te becenie a racing driver. but iiisieb is te
design." it is perhaps fertunate fer teday's metering enthusiasts
that Ferry Persc he did step racing because. pre-war. it was a very
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F-E'r"i'y' Persche had been breught up areund ears. se
it eairie as ne surprise that the meter iridiistry was his

ciiesen eretessien. Few eeuid have tereseen the i'n1pact
his ceri"r_t:rany tvei_.itrt have eri the werid seene. theiigh,
with Fersehe beceiniiig a hebseheid nanie. He is seen
here driirii-lg the scicehd iteiitswageh prete type, his wife.

Dereihea. beside hini.

dangereus spert indeed. when many peeple had been I-tilled in
their guest ter speed.The werld ceuld well have been denied the
genius ef Dr lng h c Ferry Persche, witheut whem the Persche
i:cii1r-pa ny weuld never have evelvecl.

i'-iaturally, in view ef the ¿nancial ciimate. times were very
hard fer the Àedgling business. but a steady Àew ef censultancy
werir. at least ensured the cempanys survival- Frem just IS
em pleyees in iSi3Ei. the number had risen te well ever a hundred
by the start et the Secend ittrbrid 'tr'r.tar.The list et cempanies tn at
appreached Persche fer his engineering I-tnewhew is guite
staggering. and includes Steyr. Wanderer. Hercir. Eunda pp. Aute
Llnien, Mathis. ii-iS|..i. Merris. Eitreen. Standard. ‘ttelve. Triumph.
EFIA. Fiechet-Schneider. Elielaunay-Eeiieviiie. Au stre-Fiat. Daimler-
Eiena, and veiitswagen.

The VW prnject Sr WWII aftermath
When Adelf Hitler was elected the new Ehanceliler ef Germany.
he was very suppertive bf German industry and ¿nanced the
l'ri'reri:ed es-Benzand Aute Linien racing preg rammes iAute Llnien
had been termed in i'§i32,and cbnsisted bf the eid Audi, DI-titit.
Herch and 'i.r‘ri'a nderer cem panies. new trading under ene banner}
te shew the werld hew stneng the German natlen was when
it came te technical innevaijen. It sheuld be neted that Aute
Liniens vie Grand F'ri:t car was a Persche design.and ene that
was destined te be hugely successful in beth racing and recerd

rI'
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Cine ei‘ the Penscha Seriin-i'Iteme racers. seen here cenipeting"
iri tS5I-E‘ with Dtte tiriathe at the wheei. The tigtihveight
aiunii'ni'urn bedy was ceristrticted by Fieuiter et Stuttgart.
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brea lting. Hewever. while meterspert was still an imperta nt part
crf P-ersche family phiiesephy. it’s perhaps ene cit the later pre-war
prejects — the cem plete design ef the ‘itelltswagen -[again funded
by Hitler's liiatl Party] — that previded the basis fer the Persche
success stery.

The new car was designed te meet serne dif¿cuit criteria;
it weuld have a ene litre, Eebhp engine with a cruising speed
ef areund Stlimph titiÀiltphl. very geed fuel er.‘-enemy. and a
rema rita bly lew selling price. After a 1S‘3-ti- meeting, in which Hitler
appreved the plans fer the se-called peeple’s car tvethswegsni.
F'ersche set abeut building three pretetypes by hand, duly
cempleted behind the clesed deers ef the garage at his heme
in Stuttgart.

The ‘itelltswagen Beetle was ultimately a natural pregressien
frerri terrner Persci-re small car designs. the Type l2 ibullt fer
Eundappi previding the basic mechanical layeut.the b-e-dy shape
de¿ned by the Erwin iternenda-styled Type S2 et 1 SSS. A further
SB pretetypes we re built by Daimler-Be n2, whilst Persche visited
varleus facteries in America and the Austin plant in England te
glean ideas en medern mass-pred uctien metheds-

Just as Hitler was passing the ¿nal plans fer the velhwagen.
after 1.S miilien miles ef testing with the pretetypes, the Secend
‘itirierld War breite eut.The largest ca r factery in the werld was th en.

terthe duratien ef the war,mainlygiven ever tb the pred uctien cit
miiita ry vehicles based en the ‘rt'ii"ri' design.The Welfsbu rg fa ctery
was badly damaged by Allied hem hing. te the ei-ttent that.at the
end ef the war in Germany, the ‘rtelltswagen preject ceuld easily
have died aiengside the fallen dictater. had net help ceme trem
an uneitpected quarter

liiientieri must be made at this stage ef the three Type all
Be rlin -Heme racers.The race,due tetal-te place in September ‘ISSSJ
and devised by Hitler's aides as a pelitical statement te shew the
partnership bf the German I‘-iazi and italian Fascist parties -[and
seen as the ideal launching platferm fer the new 'v'ell-tswagen}.
was naturally cancelled after the’phe ney war'turned lnte a fully-
Àedged cenfl ict.

Hewever. Persche had already built three lightweight,
streamlined ceupés fer the event, pewered by 'v'W ¿at-feur
engines tuned te give iiebhp. Based en the Beetle. the Type ea
[er tSBit.'iiIi, te give it its ef¿cial designatieni was de¿nitely the
iereninner ei the Fersche SSS. Sadly. siit years ef giebal watfa re
weuld deiay any further develepment [the same was true ef
the Type i I-Er ra cer. which was alse scuppered. It was essentially
similar te the Type -E-4 eircept that its 1.5 litre pewer unit was
meunted in the mid-engined pesitienl. Accerding te an article
in Classic Cars in 1932, ef the three Type Eels, ene was used by
the American military and later brel-ten up. anether was used by
Dr Bede Lafterentt efthe German Labeur Frenr.and the third was
saved by the Austrian racing driver, Dtte tiiiathe, whe ebtained
it frern F-‘refesser Persche and used the car cempetitiveiy with a
geed deal ef pest-war success.

Frefesscit Fetsche the was awarded the title ef henetary
Prefesser in it-itiliii was interregated by the British and American
autherities fellciwing the war. after arrest at the family estate
in Eeil am See, Austria. He was released quicicly and eventually
went te Renault where he was aslted te suggest a number ef
me-diticatiens fer its 4C‘r.t medei. Whilst there. Persche and his
sen-in-law, Anten Piech, were arrested and imprisened by the
French en war crin-iinai charges. with bail set at ene miilien
franu. Ferry Persche had alse been imprisened fer a shert time,
but Persches da-.rghter.i_euise Piech. had managed te negetiate
the release ef her brether_ Hewever. with the Persche ef¿ces in
Stuttgart eccupied by the United States Arrny. Ferry Fersche had
little chance ef raising the ra nsem men ey.

By an amazing strelte ef luclt. Ferry Persche was apprea ch ed
by Carle Abarth {the fameus engine tuner} and his partner,
Piere Dusie. a rich italian industrialist and metering enthusiast
whcr,ameng ether things, wanted te build a Grand Pri:-t c.ar.The

Si
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Ferry F'ersche reunited with hterneer ¿ne. whr'ch new ah
er-rntt:|tt tn the Fersehe ltrltrs-etrm. htete the mtehehglhed tayetrt

an this ¿rst eretetgree.

with eneugh n1-eney te release his father frern the French |:rrisen
— his centract with Elusie [which included the patent rights fer
cliesel-eewereel Persche tracters and hydraulic turbines] was
werth a cemleinatien ef EltJIZI,lZltII[I' Austrian shillings. $1 l.El-I.II[l ll.l5}

*.'.‘T'nI*
*- '-.

and 1El-,tI||iltIl,lZltL'|lZl ltallan llre. Llltlntately, after serne neg-etlatiens,
the Prefesser was allewed baclt te Austria in August 194?. and
cluly cleared et all the charges leeellecl against hlrn-

In the meantime, the ‘ttelltswagen factery had been tal-ten
eut -at the hands et the Germans. hut. Instead et lettlng the
‘ttelltswagen ereject die, its management was talten etrer by
British el¿cials. Filter a slew start getting preductien under way
in less than ideal cclnditiens, the Velltswagen Beetle became
ene el‘ the meet successful cars ever built, if numbers alene are
anything te ge by.

Prefesser Fetdina nd Persche died en 3El.lanuary l 951 ,ha1.ring
suffered a strel-te a ceuple ef rnenths ea rile r- Hls health had netrer

Prefeseer Persehe yetettrr-et;t rh ltli¿tl, jeethtrng eut a e'etel'l en
the drawing heard. Hts sen. F-E!r’ry_ can he seen ttneeltng try

the engtne tn the eettern ngnt-hand eemec

been the same felle-wing his imprisenment in France. but at least
he was able te see hls sen deyelep a new auternebile beating
the family name. and fruitien ef his ideas fer a ’|:tee;|:tleTs car‘ in the
sha be ef the successful WW Beetle.

Meanwhile, Ferry Pct-rsche’s ¿rst read car. based en the
'u'c-ll-tswagen Beetle and built In the -Erntind factery in hustrla, te

r ya
ll?‘

where the Fe-rsche eeeratien had been metred during the war,
was ltnctwn as the Type 355. This machine was the feunclatlen
stene ef the Persche legend - a legend that achieved almest
mythical |t:I-re-|ee rtiens en ce the German mate ue went ra cing with
|:|ur|eese-built cars such as the 5513 5|:rycler.

The 5pyder"s predecessers
Le ng befere the 55lIt Spyd er made its debut. Pct-rsche wasalready
haying an Impact en pestrwar in etets|::ert.The 355 was entered

.|.'||

 iI

Race. l't ultirrletely carrrte awey trerrl the Eartha wittl a tliass
win tn the srnaltest engine eategens thantts te the ac.-l'rttect

e'r.I'trt'r1g ef 'v’etr.Il'let regret .enr.1'l'Lti'et_|'-ehe, seen stertdtn-g by the
tr-ehllel-e.

h Fersene 355 ready te tacltte the 195? l.e Mans .?rl~heur'

“‘*-~.
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in nu rrrereus races and rallies,chaildng up Class wins in tep Àight
events areund the werld en an almest weeltly h-asis. ‘rtarieus
Pelsche specials were alse iseeping the cem pany in the headlines
yia enth usiast pu blica tie ns.

The Denael ¿rst appeared as a 'y'ell-tswag en-l:ra sed special in
I9-'45, but, as it was deyeleped cnrer the years, Welfga ng Elenzel
mcwed teward the use ef Persche cempenents. particularly the
Stuttgart ce-ncern"s engines- This develepment precluced the
winner ef the l3lIitJ'cc Class ef the Austrian Alpine Flally in T954,
and a series ef ¿ne machines, including scrrne pretty twcreeater
read cars. The Etenzel marque lwith seme crf its early medels
hedged as 'w'Dsl.ultirnately faded away in 1-asp-

Heinrich 5a uter, a Stuttgart businessman,was the eriginater
pfa nether speciai.The Sauter-Pprsche was a lightweight tea dster
bedied by Hans I-tlenlt and pewered by a tuned Persche 15-i'JtIl
engine. Appearing early in 1951, it failed te ¿nish in the Liege-
Flcrme-Liege Flally in August ef that year. El-‘y the end ef 1951,
hewerrer. Sauter decided that the car was net preducing the
desired resel1's,se he seld it te Franceis F'lcard.F'ica rd duly named
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it ‘Le Fetlt Tanl-t’and repainted it in French racing celeurs; the car
was last seen in Eurepe in the early part ef 1952. befere it went
te America. By far the mest successful and signi¿cant special,
he-wetter, despite ettcellent results garnered by ethers, was the
Git?-cl-rler.

Walter ¿ltticl-tier, Franltfurt’s 'lr'ell-tswagen dealer. had raced
prewar. and had his garage build a ttellrswagen special te
enable him tcr cempete in the German Sperts Ear¿hampienship.
A Sal:-hp. 1.1 litre machine was duly preduced.giying Grid-cltiera
Class win in ‘lt~'.'-I5tIt.Tl're car alse ezccelled in the German Hillclimb
Champiehship, with Hermann ltathrein talting the ITEIIIJ Class In
t'§l51,and Hans Erea del in the fellcrwing year.

Naturally, as 'l.tellr.s-wagen dealers handled the Persches in
these early days, -Glecl-tler seen made geed use ef his centacl.-s,
and an infermal agreement was struclt which breught werl-ts
:5-upprett fer his cethpetltieh er-tpleits. Fer the I951 seaserr, a
Weidenhausen-l:t-eclied tilci-cltler-Persche, pewered by a Type
E-Eli! 1.5 litre engine. made its debut- Sadly. aitheugh ll was an
ettcellent sprint car.setting a number el‘ recerds in Eu repe during



1 +§\a.i-§
A Gteet-tier captured rrr an atrnesphertc shet talten at Patrn

Beech tn December I551‘ with a rather the-re eernrn-en
Jaguar KAT JED in the hacttgrreurrd i'rrl'e.1t Heftrrlerl the

gent-iernan whe handted Fersehe and ether German ear
rrnperts rrr the Ltrrrted States rs the etralp at the wheel‘
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| t—tettrnan's car in actten at¿rtdgeharnpteh. New "rhrtr. tn

its shert lite. and alse gaye Walter Gidcltier the 1500 Class title
in the German Hillclimb Ghampienship, its handling was net a
match fer the B¿bhp engine and l3Elmph ileeltphl perfcrrmance.
The machine was guicltly seld en te a gentleman called Mas:
Heffman. whe was particularly fend ct-fthe styling- Heffman. whe
became P'ersche's American lmperter,duiy raced the car in the
United States with seme success.

The third Glcrcltter medel was made ready fer the 1H5-2
seasen, this time clesely based en the 356. Helm Glecl-tier drer-re
this errarnpie te a maiden ylctery and duly wen his Class in the
German Sperts Car Chamgpienship, enceuraging his ceusin,
Walter. te huiid rnere ca ls. {As it ha ppe ns,thls yehicie alse ended
up in the States in Helfmanis pessessien.l

The teurth medel was campaigned by Hans Stanelt and
shewn en the F'ersche stand at beth the Geneya and Franl-tfurt
Shews ef lSI53.The ¿nal G-ldcl-tler-[a readsterwith a T .1 litre engine.
alse cempleted in ‘IE5-3} was heught and raced with a great deal
cl-f success by Flichard Tren lrtel.Tren ltel ultimately dcrminated the
tllilrtl Class In the German Sperts Car Chample-nship.

The fetrrth yersrhn et the Gtdsttler-Fersche. seen here
with Hans Staneit in the ceetrpr't and an earty 355 in the
tercgreund. The ‘L5 titre ear was eeught and raced hy
Staneir. a gentternan heat-tity rhrretrred with the r-ltlrt,-1'|t3 rnrpert
cencerrr, thetrgh was eyenttratly rettrm-ect re its creater.
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ersche was¿rstand fe remest a car manufacturer crn ce the
business merited bacl-t te Stuttgart, but the spirit within
the cem pa ny-itsdriying ferce,lfyeu lilte - was its interest
in mete-rsp-ert.This is net simply a statement ta lten frem

seme etrettealeus cepy en the ¿rm's adrrertlslng, as it's ebyie us
¿em the way the 356- pewer units were delreleped, ene after
the ether in guici-t successlen, re ta lie ad ya ntage el internatienai
rules gcryerning classes separated by engine displacement, that
Ferry Fersche and his team aiwa ys had cempetitiye racing in the
baclt crf l:heir minds

A return te first principles
in studying the histery ef Persche, ene can see that ’eyeiutien‘
is a ltey werd at the factery: nethlng ever gees te waste, and
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the gentle re¿nement ef ideas tal-tes precedence eyer malting
headlines with reyelutienary cencepts at edds with traditienai
netiens and theeries established by Ferry Persche and his
father befcr-re, during, and just after the war. l'-iething preyes
this statement better than the styling and basic engineering
principles ef Persch e’s ¿rst pure racer [the Type SSCI}, as, leel-ti ng
at the ¿rst design drawing ler the 35b, dated I? July is-4?. ene
can almest see the preductien Spyder leaping eff the pa per.

it will be remembered that Persche hlurnber Cine was a mid-
engined machine,and,enly after talting practical censideratiens
inte acceu nt,did Fe-rsche adept a rear-e ngined layeut fer its read
cars-The beauty ef meunting the engine just behind the dritrer
was its supericl-r weight distribu tien and tractien characteristics,
and, whilst this has preyed ideal en ceuntless racing machines,

designers ef mainstream
autern eblles ha ye tended te shy
away frem the ll-'lF-l -[mid-engine,
rear-wheel dri-rel idea,preierrin g,
instead, te ge fer the enhanced
pa cl-raging and seryicing eftered
by ether layeuts.Therefere, mest
cars frem the peried used an FH
[frent engine, rear-wheel driye]
set-up, with seme — particularly
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the F'ersche and lrtelltswagen
— geing dewn the HR [rear
engine, rear-wheel drlyejl reute.
Hewadays, ef ceurse, the FF
[fie nt engine. frent-wheel drlyel
ce n¿guratien is the mest widely
adepted, largely specialist
yehicles centinuing with FH, MFt
and Hfilayeuts.

and straps.
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Betere the
errrv-at bl‘
Persctre s
pure racer
the se-called
America
Flealrjlster
ceuld be seen
as the brrdge
between the
standard
.'5'Sds and a
lightweight
e,een car
sttrtable ter
eempetrtren
werlr Here s
Jehh yen
htettrnann
ptrshmg hard

_._-- rn a race at
Fiend .l.l"l t5'53
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Anyway, whert Persche decided te prcrduce a purpcrse-built
racing ca r,there was ne hesltatien in epting ler an tltlli iayeut,and
designing the vehicle areund it. Fer sure, haying the weight at
the baclt crf the machine called fer a geed driver te get the best
frem the set-up, but, in the right hands, the inherent eversteer
ceuld be made te werl-twenders in the cerners, and handling was
therefere generally superler in racing appiicatiens.

The be-dy was lilte that seen in the July 194? technical
drawings, tee, with smect-th centeurs, minimal ep-enings, and
a small frental area te help the car cut threugh the air, and
lines vaguely reminiscent ef the 355, particularly areund the
headlights. in any case, there was little deu bt that this delicate-
leelting, lightweight machine was a Pcrrsche, even if the ‘F'ersche'
script was talten ell the frent cer.-er.

Geed aeredynamitj and a srnall I-terb weight ceuld eve rceme
the reduced perlerma nce that usually acce mpanled smaller
engine displacements [e ne has enly te leel-t at Geldie Gard nerb
centemperary recerd-brealting feats with his 3.5tJcc lvl-G Special
fer preef ef that fact}, but there was never any harm in having
a little mere pewer in the racing werld, assuming the chassis is
capable ef handling it.

Fer I952, Persche effered the l.l litre Type 315-El and l.3 litre
Type see engines fer the 355 range,altheugh the 1.5 litre Type
52? was abeut te be superceded by the Type 545, seld aleng side
the new and mere pewerful Type sea, the latter lntreduced with
the America Headster.The 51?, 545 and S25 air-ceeled feurs all
had an be rt Itrtmm here and strelte giving 1-lsecc, aitheugh a
cembinatien ef different cempressien raties and carburetters
varied eutput lmm between 55-bhpte ittibh p.The new generatien
will prebably sceff at such ¿gures, but Persches were fairly
lightweight machines,se were certainly spritely with this hind ef
pewer, it sheuld alse be remembered that,e'ven in the sperts car
arena, this was the nerm baclt then, while the 3.4 litre Jaguars
were still enly rated at id-Elbhp, despite their great advantage in
displacement. As fer American machines, eutputs were a jelte
cempared te the best Eurepe had te efler, with isiiilbhp lrj-tress,
net nett} used as a preud beast in Cadillac adverts frem the time,
deveieped by a mete 5.-4 litre lump!

Hewever, fer racing applicatiens, Persc he engineers decided
mere pewer was reeuired ll the margue was te beth remain
cempetitive in the lSlIlElcc Class and maite an impact in the
newly fcrrmed Werld Spe-rts Car Champlcrnship. ln the 'lEi'5lZls,
Persche had te centend net enly with italian manufacturers lilte

the lewet-til-re Clarrera engine. seen here rh Type 5=t?r’i guise.
ready fer the t5‘5t'"t seasen in the shewreerns. Barrera, by the
way is the Spanish werd ter race, subsequently adapted by

' Persehe tetiewrng its streeess en the ilarrera Fbrramerteana-



ClSCAlfem1ed by the Maserati brethers after leaving the highly
respected cem pany bearing their name} and the myriad efsmali-
engined Eitltish and French rnachines,but alse seme hernegrewn
cempetitien in the shape ef EMW and Elergwa rd.

EMW was actually the East German branch el BMW. but
the marque had disappeared by 1955 and its cars were raced
eutside Eurepe enly ence. Elergward, en the ether hand, came
abe ut when Garl Elergwa rd beug ht the Geliath and Hansa-Lleyd
ccrncerns in the late lEl2lIlrs. Frem I939, he amalgamated his
varieus cempanies te fcrrm Hergward, but, despite seme heavy
invcl-lvement in meterspert, never really used his traclt successes
te premete a sperts cer, deciding, instead, te cencerrtrate en
saleens and ceupes. Gin German circuits, theugh, Elvllhl and
Elergward put up seme ierrnidable cernpetitien in the smaller
engine categeries.

Cine el the main prebiems faced by Persche in the search
fer mere herses was the distinct lacl-t clf elttra space in the 355-‘s
engine bay,se the briei was te design a unit el a similar size te
the current preductien feur, but which weuld pre-duce reughly
twice the pewer te enable the ccrmpany te stay ahead in the
werld ef meterspert_Christened the Ca rre ra engine -[but ltn ewn
internally by the Type 54? desig natie-n,'l, it was largely the werlt ef
Elr Ernst Fuhrmann, with help frem Ferry Persche and ltarl Habe
iPersche’s Chief Engineer}.

Tacltllng the preject in earnest during the summer ef 1952,
Fuhrmann decided hewanted twin-eve rh ead camsh afts en each
ba nit el the It-at-ieur,and, in erder te I-teep dewn the physical size
crf the engine, devised an ingenieus systern incclrpcrrating ne
fewer than nine shalts. leurteen bevel gears,and tvve spur gears.
He alse designed an ef¿ cient dual entry fan te ceel the unit.

The cemplettity crf the new engine made it a dif¿cult unit
te develep, but Fuhrma nn. wanted te see his preje-ct ¿nished as
guicl-tly as pessible. Elrune Trestmann, whe was under Fuhrmann
at the time, remembers: "Fer the ¿rst silt er eight menths, he
hardly ever let us ge heme befere ten er eleven e'clecl-t at night.
He didn't ltnew abeut hell-days."

The l-tslrbcc engine was deliberately designed with
everse uare dimensle ns there and strelte ei as it eem ml in erd er
te malte it a high revving unit suitable fer racing.The cranltcase
was el aluminium alley, as were the cylinder barrels lberes
ceated with chreme} and cylinder heads-Twin distributers and
cct-ils were emplcryed fer the twe-sparltplug-perecylinder head
design. Cln pre-ductien medels, reller-bearings were used fer
beth thecranl-tsl'raft'Is main and big—e nd bea rings,and a dry sump
iubrlcatien system was adepted with an eil ceeler {situated in
the nese ef the S5Cll.

There was, et ceurse, a price te pay in terms el pewer lee
threugh se many meving parts, and it ceuld tal-te a specialist
mechanic up te III} heurs te build the engine, but the units
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| Ferry Fbrsehe (tettl with lritatter Gtticlrier. |

beauty lay in the fact that everall dim ensiens were little changed
frem the standard pewerplant.

The¿rstnewengine wasupand running in April l'H53.lnitially,
ll.‘-tbhp was recerded en the testbed {at Er-Illlllllrpm, altheugh it
was later preved pessible te erttract areund lt3t]|bhp frem the
Type 54?}- It was right virtually frem the start, theugh, te begin
with, had a very narrew pewer band, with peal-t perfermance
ceming at between Stltlltl and tliirliltllrpm.

As part ef the testing and develepment regime, the new
Ca rrera engine made its racing debut at the tvÀrburg ring shertly
after Le Mans. The event was the sperts car race befere the
German Grand Print [held I August], in which Hans Herrmann
and Helm Glcrcltler were entered by the werl-ts in the Le lltlans
cars {minus harclteps}. The third car was the Carrera machine,
but it enly appeared in practice, Husch Ice ven Ha nstein and Hans
Herrmann deing the driving-
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The very first Persche 555' pictured at the Stuttgart wed-ts.
The ceachwerit was retined stightiy alter this picture
was talten, befere gaining a hardtep, but the vehicle's
resernbianee te the 355 and the Gicietrier racers is ebvieus
at this stage.

“\/"“

ltarleus views et
chassis 555-rjtt atter
it was prepared ier
the 1515.3‘ i_e i'vl'ans
2-t-iteur race. Cln lien
Hansteinis erdem, as
Ftacing tvianager, the
hardtep was added
te the CI,El|E't’i bedy as
the reguiatieri screen
height dictated that s
clesed ear weuld be
rriere aerectyrlarrrie
than a readstai: it was
later given c|'rhri'ng' tights
up trent, and ceeiing
sir'ts ahead et the
rear wheels te rrratch
55t.'i-tIt.2-

Writing fer ll-'leterS_eert‘, Denis ienltinsen elzrserved: "in the
Persche lcl-cl-t-ups was a very special ep-en tw-e—seater with fully
enveleping bedy and ¿tted with an ertperimental ehc engine,
still en the same principle as the standard Persche, but, as en
the nermal vverlts cars, the pewer unit is in frent el‘ the rear at-tle
instead ef behind.The engine was fed by twe enermeus Seletc
carlauretters but further details were well cevered up, theugh

-l
 '

the etchaust nete was ne lenger Persche, having a very healthy
and crisp teu r-cylinder nete in place et the usual Persc he ‘bag ef
nails'seu nd.”

A weelt later, the car was leaned te Hans Stucl-t, the great
Gra hd Priit driver ef pre-war days, fer the Freiburg-S-chaulnsland
Hillclimb. Hans Herrmann vv-en the event in ene ef the eriginal
55tis, Stuclt managing third enly. Hewever, despite these early
trials, the Carrera engine was net ef¿cially anneunced until the
I954 lvliiie tvliglla, when it was ¿tted in a 55b. Fer this event,



Herrmann was partnered by Herbert Linge, and the pair teelt
sit-tth everall — net bad at all fer what was ef¿ cially, if net actually,
the Carrera’s maiden race.

Birth nf the Spyder
While there were enlya ceu pie ef 35Gs at Sebring,the lrtlille lltliglia
attracted a massive ¿eld ef Persche drivers. led heme by the
werlis car ef Hans Herrmann and Erwin Elauer. Already, theugh,
a new Persche was talrting shape in the bacl-tgreund — the Type
55D.

The prefect was everseen by ltarl ftabe, altheugh a let ef
eutside help was enlisted, Hermann Hamelew designing the
tubular ladder frame chassis, fer instance. Hamelew had werlted
fer Adler pre-war befere ,-leir-ring Gib-clcler and building a number
ef specials fer his new masters. Given the recent e:-tp-erience
with the racing Giecltlers, and the geed reiatienshlp between
Walter Glitlcl-tier and Ferry Pe rsche, it made a let ef sense te talce
this sh ertcut rather than have a wasted sea sen spent climbing a
steep learning curve.

Either than the rear suspensien changes made necessary by
Flamelew's frame design, which had the same wheelbase and
traclt dime nsiens as the standard 35G pred uctien read ears, mest
ef the mechanical cem penents were drawn frem the regular 35:5
parts bins,including a tuned versien ef the Type 52-‘El i l 599 Super]
engine, feur-speed trans missieri ialbelt in edi¿ ed as the clutch
was given hydraulic actuatien, and a EF limited-slip differential
was added te the speci¿catien list], frent suspensien, steering
and bralcing systems,and the wheels.

The ¿rst twe pretetypes were built by Weidenhausen
la Franl-rfurt ¿rm that had alse built the Glbclclers], with ¿nal
prep-aratien the respensibillty ef Wilhelm Hild, whe ran the
small Persche Cem petitien Department frem the new we rltsh ep
establish ed when 'l-"iieritll was cem pleted in 1 952 —a muchgrander
area than that reserved fer meterspe rt activities in I95-El-

The 559 duly made its debut en 31 May 1953 fer the
Elfelrennen at the I"-lillrburgring. Cin this eccaslen, the car was
pewered by a l5ClCI Super engine tuned te give areund 95bhp,
thanle te the use ef special fuel, a hii-te in the cem pressleh ratie,
and different carburetters; an eil ceeler was added behind the
slit in the vehicle’s nese te iteep the lubricant in geed cenditien
during harsh racing cenditiens- Eiriven by Helm Glcr-cltler, it
narrewly beat the E-ergwards te talte a maiden Class victery
it 5th everall]-This event previd ed the F'ersche cem pany with the
feundatien stene en which te build a racing legend.

Race recerd
Chassis 55CHIl1 was the car used at the lrllirburgring in I‘-ilay,
which, in the fellewing menth, gained a hardtep similar te
that ¿tted te the secerrd car. These tvve ¿st] medels were then
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-""?)_- - Hans Stucii behind the wheel et 55G G5‘ en the Freibu g
' " ii Sthauinsiand i-liticlirnb This histerit. picture dated 9

if ""' ‘ "_ T August teeti aise shenis race rrechanic Eberhard Steia

Hans t-ierrrrrann ieactiirg the iieid at the ivtirburgrtrg en 2

is seen hare being fellewed by era cider. t-‘Jars trem Eivtlilr,
Sergwarcl, end GSCA can alse be picl-tee‘ eut-

entered by the werlts fer the lass Le tvlans 2-ti-heur Flace. which
started en the afterneen ef 13 June. Chassis 550-U2 was driven
by Flichard ven Franltenberg and Paul Frere lwhe ¿nished 15th,
tst in Ciassl, with the ether cat piieted by Hans Herrmann and
Helm Gli':lcl-tier [whe came heme in iii-th]. Neither vehicle had
the Carrera engine at this stage, se enly tebhp was available en
regular fuel-I"-leve rtheless,this still allewed a tep speed ef areund
11-25mph lltlibltphl dewn the leng l'v'lulsanne Straight, bagging a
i5Ctil Class recerd fer Persche-

These cars were then entered in a miner event at A'v'LJS
befere turning up in readster guise fer the sperts car race at
the it-lllirburgring en 1 August- As well as a win fer Herrmann in
55b-D2, this event alse marl-ted the debut ef chassis 55b-G3 and
the Carrera engine. This third vehicle was lcept pretty much in
the bacltgreund until Stucic used it fer the Freiburg-Schauinsiand
Hillclimb.

lriet iehg after, the sses were breught baclt te Stuttgart fer
maintenance and preparatien fer sale te Jareslav Juhan, a C:-tech
garage ewner and enthusiast based in Gua temala.Juhan wanted
tebuy55-ti-til-1 and 55lIi-D2 te enter in the Ca rrera Pa na merlcana,se
Persche decided te ship feur cars te Central America at the same
time - the twe eriginal 55Gs beught by Juhan, and twe werlts
ma chines [5 5t]-CI3 and 559-Ciel], beth with epen ceachwerl-t.

Chassis E-Se-tJ3,enly cempleted in July res 3, was the vehicle
tested with the Carrera engine, ef ceurse, whilst chassis number
551:1-ti-t was a sister car.These had a far mere fa millar silheuette,

2|}

___ ____ ___ ii'r=i‘t,l and Erri st Frihrmehn in the hacitgreirnd

‘ill’-gllfl i553‘ AF Wail H5 ‘¿lming ff-'5l"'5'3f lap lfll fl” '5“’5"'3~5l"5' Hairn G‘iecl-tier abeut tc biast up tte Freiburg Schauihstand
ef F’.?’.5n'ipttr'i-5'-=i.if-'itph,|, he went err te win the race, and Luume rl,-I, :|5E|_m



A weeden scale medel at the Type 555' sperts racer ter
testing aeredynarnrcs — the Persehe teant had stilt te
determine the iinal shape at the ',ereductien' car: internally
the bedy style was ehnstened the 'lrunrpbacii.' fer ab vieus
reaseris, altheugh the ina,teri'ty et 559s were tar ntere elegant
in appearance. The ieurth ear built had a sirriiier reer sectien,
brlstly and anether was built with this airangenisnt fer the
itlli--ti Brussels Shew.

styled by Erwin l'temenda,and bedied by Weinsberg ef Stuttgart
en a slightly medl¿ed frame that allewed a trailing-arm rear
suspensien te be ¿tted {the eriginal medels had leading arms
cernbined with terslen bars]-At ene peint, 55El-til-ll was tried with
a raised, belt—en rear sectien and fl-ill-width screen, as seen in the
wee-den scale medel, but was then made te match 555-E13 and
sent te cempete aiengside it as werlts entries in the lllleitican
race.

While this decisien left F'e rsche with ne ef¿cial representa tien
in the l"-lillrburgring AEIIAC ltltlitlltm event, at least a GlcIrcltler-
Persche came heme in feurth, and every ether car seem ed te be
a 355 malting up the numbers.A werlts 559 was alse due te be
at Etundred, but the German malter did net cempete in the Ti
either, banlting en a geed result in ivlertice.

in the gap between the cars being shipped westward and
their racing debut en I.-IS sell en 25 Cicteber,the ¿fth car t_55Cl—CI5]i
was cempieted.Thls Weinsberg-bedied machine was equipped
fer fast read use, beautifully ¿nished with blue paintwerl-t- First
displayed at the 1953 Paris Salen, it was basically a preletype ef
the 195-tl'pred uctien'med els,with a Ca rrera engine {previsienally
rated at 11El'bhp at Ttltlibrpmi, a new nese pre¿le that was
de¿nitely mere Persche than Giijcltler, and re¿nements te the
rear wing shape. At this stage, there was still a large cever ever
the engine bay, but the ¿nal 55t'i,l'15EltIlFtS design was certainly
starting te shew threugh

The 1953 Carrera Panamericana
The Ca rrera Pa name rica na race was instituted in 1959 te celebrate
the epening ef the F'a n-American highway, planned te run frem
Aiaslra te Tierra del Fuege in title:-iice-Aitheugh it did net initiate
much attentien in Britain {even when it became a reund ef the
"i"Iierli:l 5-perts Car Champienship], it was very well publicized in
America.

Pers-che's linlitwith iitlezitice ca meabe ut threugh an etthibitien
in Stuttgart during the summer ef I952. Ceunt Bercltheim had

F's-rsche stand at the i955‘ Paris Sari:-in, shewirig 55|'_l-=95 an
display.
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The Paris Eaten ear eaph-irate‘ .'r'i eenternperary eeieur at the
tactery. r'v'ete the Carrera engine, .ntai-trig its ptihlfc debut at
the Fmnch eirhie-r'ti'e.n, and the special tinish applied te the
dashbeaid. it alse featured irneeieefi wheels. altheugh it

was telrncl that, with the 5:_5i,"l being se light, tyre werir was
rntr'iirnal, and l’rec_ru"erit ch-arrges were therefere unnecessary

- regtiier bettren wheels were thus the nerm.
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i—lans l—lerrrrianrr and ttari titling iseatecll ready re tactile the
lvletiican read race.

Jatnslav Julian in'ght,i waiting patiently as 555'-[i'l talzes en
fuel.

just returned frem the lviiiie lvliglia. and managed te acquire
Persche distributien rights fer tile:-rice fer his ceusin, Prince
Alfense ven Hehenlehe, already a distributer fer tlelliswagen in
lvleitlce City.The I-15E-s used en the 1952 Ca rre ta were the ¿rst twe
Persches te a|Tive in lltleti-tice. Fer 1953, theugh, there weuld be a
in ere determined effert frem beth privateers and the factery.
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l—ierb ert Linge. with his hand en the steedng wheel at ltlihg ‘s
ear i'.5:'iti-ii3]_, pesing fer a shet fer the family album. i_inge

did net race durtng the event. incidentally

Spensered by Fletcher Aviatien ef Pasadena, Teitas [this
cempa ny was censidering building small helice pters pewered by
Peisc he engines,and had already built a muiti-purpese Persche-
pewered Jeep]-,'ihi'en dell Fletcher's enly request was that the twe
werlts cars appear in a race in America befere their main event.
This waste be the ¿rst appearance fer the Persche werlts team
en the American centinent, but, unfertunately, beth werlts‘ cars
retired in Geergia after a geed start.

The Persche centingent ef Huschlce ven Hanstein, Hans
Herrmann, lliarl l-tlirrg, Herbert Linge, 'ii"il'erner Enlt and 'ii'll'llll
En:-: then travelled te l'-lie:-rice fer the start crf the race. With ne
l'v'lercedes—Elen: factery team in 1953, the cempany having
declared itself happy with the results achieved in the previeus
seasen, and wanting te direct all efferts tewa rd a future Fe rmula
Cine pregramme, Persche alene carried German pride te
ivlettice. Held frem 19 te .13 it-levember, the l5EICicc Spert Class
ef the 1953 Carrera Panamericana was tetally derninated by the
Euffenhausen marque-

The werlisdrivers were iitarl ltiing lin chassis 550-tisland Hans
Herrmann [5513-Ci==l].Herrmann was bern in 19-T113 and began his
racing career in Persc he GTs in 1 951;t:les|::iite this late start,he was
very guiclt and later became the German Sperts Car Champien in
a Persche Spyder. lllling was anether preven winner, having been
with llilercedes-Ben: in 1951, when he wen a number ef races,
including the Carrera.

Sadly, beth werlts cars, despite having fresh 15t]Cl Super
engines fer the event, were eut by the srecend leg ef the
Panamericana, Herrmann threugh mechanical prebiems and
I-tiling due te an accident [at ene peint everyene theught ltling
had been l-tilled, altheugh,thanl-rfully, he arrived sa fely in Puebla].
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Wnntn 5Pr.:+rns Can El-|amP|ensH|P
Eehrint] 12-h-trur Hate [E March]

‘I F WaltersÀ Fitch Cunningham C-4H '|II'3 la ps
1 H ParneilÀ¿ Pthetassis nstan Martin IIIEI3 11'.’-1la|::|s
3 51-n-|'|nstt:rn,|'E Wi||:|er Jaguar C-’r.3.r|:|e 1-I5-1|a|:-s

|".|'=il|e Miglia r:-2a F'.|:.'-ril]
1 _ G Marzattarm Cresara Ferrari EAJJMM _ 113-h 3}-*rn 1515
1 J-|".I'l. Fanginf¿ Eala Alia Fh:-met: 15-E _ '1'U'|"| +1*El'|1'| -I135
3 F Eenette.|'Ll Peruaai Lancia [J1-Er 11h Ditrn 4|}:

Le |"r1ar1s 24-h|:.1 ur Ftace [H Jurte]
1 _ D Han"|i|ttrni'T Halt Jaguar C-type 311-ilapa
2 _ E1 Htl-ss.|'F' ‘Wall-ter Jaguar C-type 3\[H]I la ps-
EI F‘ Waltersrl Fitth Cunninghant C5H 1*E1"H'laps

15 H ven Franite|'r|:|err;|,FF" Frere Persche 55!] 14?|a|:|s.,"1s1;in Eiass
115 H ala tl-t|en'H Herrrna nn Persche 55D 24? la ps¿nd in Class

Sna Ea-haur Fta ta [ea July]
1 _ M HaI.ruth|;:-rr|,F'G Farina Ferrari 3II'5|'I.I1|"|'4 _ 2-I5-II] laps
2 .1 Statt-De uglasf¿ Gale Jag uar E-type _ 142 la es
3 T lJ|rneni'H Ftcrcrstlmp Jaguar C-type 231 lapa

F-iiirhtrrgrin-gr llilllilltllitnt Hf! Ftugtist]
‘I Fl. 1"|s|::ari,|"G Farina Ferrari 3I"5|'Ir'||"|'|i _ B-|'| lÀlm -'4-'45
I-1 I Stewa rt.FH Salvatiari Jaguar C-type Elh 35m 495
3 I"-'1-G Eiei:hem.I"T Heifrich Btrrgwarcl ISIIIUFIS El-|'| 5I[|Im {I35

HP-C Te Lrrist Trt:||:|hy 15 5-eptemheri
1 F‘ -Ea|Iinsi'P Grlf¿ths Ftsten Martin [1535 1{H5 la |::|s
,1 _ H P'arr'|ellj'E Tl'u::-mps-::|r'| Hstun Martin |IllE!iEI-5 _ H1-I5 la ps
3 I-twharta n.I'tI Fta-i5|::| Frazer-H ash Le Marts 1-D3 la ps-

Carrera F'una|T1erir_ana [23 I"-||twetrrL1er]
1 J-M Fanginf¿ Brtrnzani lantia D14 1Elh 11m [I155
1_ F'TarufF,|'LMaggin l.an|:ia D14 _'I-E-I1 ‘I-El-rn 515
3 E tjastellattirl-I Lunni lan-tia D13 1Eth lam 525

31 ..| Hertarte .|n|.Fi-ill"|-IJ-1“: Gr:-rizaiea Persche 55!] 23h 5I"rn 1]-isÀst in Class

Fertunateiy fer P1:rrs|:he,the twe Le Mans ceu pes beught and enteret! Itnr Jar-uslav
Juhan clicl a Iait better. Winner trf the lt5IiIl'Dr:r: Class [an-til 32nd everall} was Jcrs-e
Herrarte Ariana in 55-D-Erft; Juhan hael retireel 55E]-{J1 when its tlistributer tlrive
failed. It's fair te say that the Panamericana ceuld have ended in disaster but fer
the |::-ritrateers. Llltlinateiytthe Persches wen ¿n-'e eut at the eig ht stages; Fernancle
5egura's 3515 Super ca n1e seccrntl in Class and 35rd everall.

It was a hard ¿rst year fer the 5513, nut, with the new Carrera engine, It we-ult-I
became easier in the future fer the Stuttgart ma I-ter te ceilect trephies

Hrenarn ven Frenirennerg

Pam‘ Frere



hctrtly after 551]-D5 was shctwn at the 1953 Paris 5alc:rn,the
sp-called ‘Humpback’ car [chassis 55D-UT} was displayed
at the 1'35-1 Brussels Shcrw, and then again In Geneva a
ccruple ctf mctnths later, The design was actually guite

et¿cient frent an aeredynamics peint at view, assuming there
were twcr passengers. With just a dritrer, a ccnrered ccrcl-tpit and
racing screen ceuld he used, and then the rrrere tratlitierral,
lciwer rear declt was a better bet — as well as being mere pleasing
aesthetically. Llsefuliy, theugh, this medels rear-hinged engine
ccwer panel allcrwed the entire engine and transmissicin tn be
lifted eut in ene unit, lrcl-ht abct1re.|t was the ¿rst 55'-Tl tct feature
thisarra ngement,a principal duly ca rried cryer fcrrthe‘prc|ducticrn'
yersicin crf the ca r.

The 'Humpl:raclt' was the enly car built with a ¿tted, tall rear
i:ruii-thead {the earlier Butiratwegen used a halt-an structure that
was readiiy re mcryed], but it did at least have the Type 5-1? Carrera
engine. In additictn, retrisitrns tct the frame returned the design
cieser ta that crf the eriginal 55EI-,alth-sugh the trailing-arm rear
suspensicrn seen can later pretetypes was retained. This wctuld
he the last time that itn eci-:-crlf hutrs were seen {the 'l—iurnpi.:raclt'
featuring Rudge spinners rather than the German-made crnes
wcrrn by the Paris Salcrn car}, and these were seen changed tcr
belt-crn. wheels, in any case.

The nest car, bedied by Weinsberg, was the last clf the
pretetypes. Chassis 55Ei-(J5: had the ldw rear decl-t ccrn¿guratlcrn
ccrmbined with a hinged baclt, and early-style headlamps that
sat tnere upright than these ¿tted an custcrrner t2ars.t'_'.'Iddly,gl'-ten
that Ecrler-: carburettcrrs were the nerm, Persche chcrse tct enter
the car in the Mille Miglta with Wel::ters,thc1ugh it was Le Mans
that the Stuttgart mal-ter really had in its sights ...

Ctrmpelilittn in 1954
Jarclslay Juhan tel:-it a Claw win in 55h-ti-1 at the isuenes hires
ililtliiil ltm Ftace,and three mcrre 55Ei-sftnlsh ed atter Dscar Ecrnzale:
in Argentina; ctnly cine failed tcl reach the chequered Àag. Fl
ccruple crf early 55tIIs ran in the mid ¿eld in Sebrlhg, whilst a third
car entered by _Ia mes Graham eatperien ced fuel prctblems crn this,
his heme eua-nt,anr;:l retired befere halt dlsta nce.

The 1954 Mille Miglia, which started crn l it-‘lay, marlted the
intematicrnal delsut sf the 550 with the Carrera engine. The tep

IE

The Brussels Show
ear tttnewn as the
‘Hts-npis-ar:tr',l with

s-urtte yuurig lr"tF's.'
Ferry Persche ‘s

sens. Cr‘-ssest tn the
centers are ttrern the
tettl F'eter. Gard and

Welfeertg, whtist Eiutzi
cen he seen in the
hersltgreund. Eutzi

Persche later styled
the tide re-set and the

er I reed car. .- it I _

This ptsttrre ht the ‘Hurnphat:lr' steady she we the ~$ern:'-"e
engrhe. The hrnneete in Trent at the driver heused the

uehtret tashemetei: with the speedemeter te the left, and nit
ternpereture and tuet tetret gauges en the rtgtrt. The eer was
tater nredifed ter use at a re-sing st:.hec~l, hetere deing the

re-|,rnds es e pul:|.Ii's.I'ty trehrbte.
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Fetenshy and ‘tr’-en Franhentaerg wen their
E-‘lass Th the F|'E|'ti'lS IE‘-heur elren t, cern-"ng

herne eighth utter-alt. This tan"-eu-s recs, wen
hy Jaguar in ie5='t. was hetd in the ¿rst weeit

ut duty

_ ,_ The sperts car race hetd aiengside the
Gerrneri Grand Fret err I August resutted tri-
a ctiean sweep ter Persche - Hans Herrnrann

__* _ tesdrhg heme the first et feur {I5-Us, which
cen inncrngty heat the dentestrc 5-ergwardP

"“*-- _ and euw aamnertrten, as wett as that
'"—-."--.___: —- - - - ' " -—— ' _ uttered hy the DEC-h cencenn.

‘-_

29



'I'
1'1-I.

.1,-.-
I

"}.-It
-I _ - n . -r_

__‘ ti ',]"~'.-tl-r--I‘-if-'-T
_ J. _: 1:

'“ _." -J‘ -u- -.'

r‘1"-
‘I1-

*1.‘1-___-,
-‘Lb.-1?’‘I:

.‘kit .__:I|-J

' is
‘H 1, l |_.'j_

-E‘ .,a

II

_ I I _|- lr

11:....
1'5’'-

|I_I_:il_- _--|'iIi5f‘."'_.,,. _'__

Eltatide St-ares and i—ler'-hart
l_inge’a 55:5 in actien during
the 1't,-T5--.1 Teur de France
riuteniehite. The pair ¿nished
secend, beaten eniy by the
Gerdrrti ut F'etietr’Gauthr'er,
which was rnere than
eneugh te secure C-‘rlass
heneurs.
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Franltenbergr'Helm Crlticl-tler
machine retired in the ¿rst
heur with engine treuble;
the Hans Herrmanni'Helmut
Ptslenslty car alse tell by
the wayside with similar
engine maladies - all three
pewerplants had succumbed
te he-led piste-ns, but the car
driven by Jehnny Claes and
Paul stasse llrnped heme

12th everall, and, fellewing an accident invelving the leading
t'Ir5Chs. duly wen its Class.

The factery had actually entered a teurth 550 medel. Driven
by Gustave CJli'viert'E-eta hrhus-Duntev [Chief [iievelepment
Engineer at Chevrelet]-,this car was ¿tted with a 1t3iit;cc,teur-cam
engine tthe change achieved via a red uctien in bere fr-em E-5mm
te 512.5 rnm whilst retaining the eemrn strei-te et the eriginal unitl.
and came 14th everall i¿rst in Class]. lt’s interesting te nete that
the smaller machine, rated at iebhp, was just 12 laps dewn en
the 1.5 litre 551} at the end et the 24 heurs_, albeit in part due te a
series et unscheduled steps necessary‘ te cea:-t the Claest¿tasse
machine te the ¿nish-

i"-iumere-us lessens were learnt at the E-arthe — the ultimate
prcrving gr-eund fer sperts car ma nuta cturers - and duly applied.
Hans Herrmann led heme the feur werld. Persches in a ene-twe-
th ree-feur victery In the sperts car race bete re the German Errand
Prirt at the i'-ltirburgring.

in the Tc-urde France hutemeblle.-Claude¿terez and Herbert
Linge wen the Sperm Class in a 5513 -[55IIl—t]Ei ¿tted with a 15[|IlII
Super lutnpl. and, cieser te heme, Ftichard ven Fr-Ell'1lt.E'l!‘llIZl-E-rg
did lil-tewise in the h'v'Ll5 races, with Pelensity winning the C1-T
categery. Meanwhile, ef¿ciafiy,a T45cc DB-Fanhard wen the Tl’

3-D‘

til
_-L --L" H ._rt;;.i{

"1 '~-~

' Ftichard ven Franhenberg
: ' giving Hetnrut F'etensity
r fwith cernere,l -a tttt. Beth

' wen their races at the
ihm eus rJtlr’Li5 trrtctr en

' re -E-‘epteniher 195-it.
Sadat Hans Herrmann
was net se suecesstui

with the speciat-bedied
55d assigned re hint,

atiewing Persdte te st-istr
'-vith the tarriitier Spyder

pre¿te in the iuture.

Ft;-ster h"errt the ¿ner‘ Ca-rrera
Panantericana.

aiter varleus handicaps had been applied. In reality, the laurels
went te big ge r-engined machines en the re-ad,and the summary
at the end ef this sectien reÀects this fact.Twe private 5.-Stirs were
entered,with ene t.al-ting third in Class, the ether tailing te ¿nish-

Sadly, what was te be the last Carrera Panamerica na started
trem Turttia Gutierrez en 19 Hevember 1954. The smaller-
engined categery fer sperts cars was divided at l Sillilllcc instead
et the previeus yea r’s 1t'5t)Elcc, but the F'ers-ches were sate ter the
time being. Fitter a slew start — which saw the Eergward team
tal-te the ¿rst twe stages and the CJSCFI. ef Leuis Chiten the third
— the Persch es came b-aclt te win the remaining ¿ve. The Sp-ert
class was wen by Hans Herrmann In ssu-ea, with Jaresiav iuhan
secen d. Chiren's Ci5C.Pt came third, and the 551] et Seg ura teurth
{i21;h everall}. The 5-513 ef Salvader Lepe: Chavez and ssss ei

i‘ .
all l -""“ .1
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Herrmann ttetti and Juhan in actren en the rasa II-‘arrera.
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t-tans Herrrnann in the ssa t-chassis ssa-er. rea titty identi¿ed
by its rhheerd'ttghtsJ that he teet-t te thirnl civereti in the l‘t_=l5rt

Carrera F'anarnen'cana. it had been titted with a iresh Carrera
engine tar the race.
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tjietighttut centeniperary ceteur shet at the 5egur'a.ii'_inge
trtiiti, with l'-iern'rtenrt's cer rn the h.ar:trgrc1urte'. The fthttl was

raced by Ernst Hire et L“:-“erinany.
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ELE--?‘t‘a fr--E
| rittt snrrtes et the end er’ the Carrera

Eeclter Estrada and Hirz tcl-el-t the nest three places in that erder.
Perhaps et even greatersignl¿ ca nce was that Herrmann had

managed te achieve third pla ce eve rall [less than twe heurs dewn
en i'rlaglleii's winning Ferrari], whilst Juhan teeit ieurth everall,
just secends behind his tea m-mate- Segura was llth everall, the
ether Persches ceming in 2Elth,t'=i'th and reth respectively.
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We|=tLe 5i=e rtts Carr Cnarwrtensi-its
[luene-s t5-tres ll}lI|'|Iiltn1t1-4 Januaryi

l

2
3

G Farinat'Ll Maglieli

H Schellih de F'erta g-e
F Celii|1stF' Crrif¿ths

Ferrari 335 Plus

Ferrari 25lJMl'Ir'l
Ptsten Martin DE-35

H315 laps

li?iE'- laps
1111 laps

'3 J Juhanth. hsturias Hall Persche 55-El ET lapstlstln Class
I2 C1 I5-enaale1tP' Escud-are Persche 55-El T9 la pstiird in Class

Sell-ring ll-ltr_1urFiitt.etr'.li"ii.1rt.ltf|

l

3
3

5 Mess,tEt Lleyd
P Hubiresatl¿ litalenaa nct

L l'Iriacltiin.t'l3 Hunte-en

Cl5-Ult l'r"lTr=l

Lancia D2-I1

Plustin-Healey IEIU

leslaps
H53 laps

H53 laps
it] F 5egerailI1 Etejanlch Persche 55-El 1-til la psi-'-lth in Class

ilrlille irrliglia I2 ivlay]

E
3

Ft P-sca ri

‘it lirlanrette
L llriusseth Eecca

Lancia D24

Ferrari 5tlti Me ndial
Maserati ti.|5Cr-C5

iil'11-l5-rnillls

llhlltlllmtils
12htHIlm1tts

Er H Hertmannr'H Linge Persche 55-El 12h 35m 4-tsilst in
Class

Le t"-"tans 2-ri-heur Hace t l El J|.tneI-

1 F l5en:aie:-:.illri Trintigna nt Ferrari 3T5 Pius 515.‘-t laps
.3 [J HamiltentT Halt Jaguar El-type 3¿1laps
3 W 5peart5 Jehnsten Cunning ham Citih 2E3laps

I2 .l Claest'F' Sta sse Persche 55D 225 la pstl st in Cla ss

I4 G 'lIIlivier.|'E J5-rltus-Du ntev Persche 55D 2li5lapst'lsLin Class

I-iii. IL ieurist irephy ['l'l Eieptern bet]

1

E
M Hawthernthi Trintignant Ferrari T50 lltle naa
PTa |1.|ff|t.l-l'-'l Fa ngie Lancia DE-I

E¿laps
B¿laps

3 Fl ttianaent‘E Casteiletti Lancia D24 Bilaps
23 Ft Flewerr'E Hiclvlillen Persche 5511 as la psi?-rd in Class

Carrera Panamericana tl5l' l"-levemberi

l l_l Maglieli Ferrari 335 Plus lTl'| -ii-Dm 1i5s

E
3

F Hilltii Ginther
H Herrmann

Ferrari 3i"5MM
Persche 5 511'

ll3h ill-tm E-Eis
15h 31m 33-stist in
Class

11

3-I

Jiuhan Persche 55D l5il'| 33m |II5's,t".T-ind in
Class
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r-‘in earty 5545 in its ntest ettieient aeredynarnre guise
at Settt-tide. The Setitude c¿cuit was a nerm-at read
te the seuth-west et Stuttgart which was seated uti

ier racing ence a year.

-l_l'I'E -C Ll Still ITIIE l' C‘-El l"5
Persche anneunced that the pred uctien 550 weuld be
available at Le Mans frem spring 195 5,alth eugh, by the
latter part ef iesrl, the ¿rst el the custemer cars were
already being cem pleted by Wiendlet et Heutlingen-

Certtpared te earlier werlts machines, the frame
was suitably uprated fer priyate ewners iwhcr, having
invested a fair sum ef meney,na tu rally ettpected te get a
few seasens' racing frem their ca rs}, and the a I uminlum
bedy was alse subtly different.The frent wing line was
mere 35E--ill-te, with running lights directly beneath the
headlamps,whiie the rearwings were merecurvaceeus,
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Huschi-re ven Hansterh pictured in res-r with a 'custen"ier'
5-'5tJ Snyder Series preductien Type 55-J chassis numbers

ran trem ssaannr te ssnceaa.

each tipped with a circular taillight assembly. The de-ers were
shallewer, allevvlng a deeper slll sectien, and, apart frem the slit
in the nese fer the eil ceeler, the enly ether ceeling apertures
were the twe grilles that sat en the hinged tear declt abeve the

Thisltadder chassis tene the eartrer versrens,i prelrided the
basis fer the preductien 55tIt trams. which was then ctethed
with a ttghtweight aiurniniunt bedy

_ _ Persche - Champien et

it  rm5r?FI

-|,'I.

-".-
rl--rjis

%i
-_ |'=i

spare wheel.This helped give the vehicle a very ciean,simple, yet
purpeseful appearance.

Weather equipment varied frem ear te car, with a small
curved racing screen and cevered passenger area being the
nemt, tegether with a faired-in rearview mirrer crn the driver's
side.h iuii—width screen and windshield wiper eeuld be speci¿ed
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A We-h-:tiar-hasiteti
ttust-err'|er eat
Ttaprhg the ssate at
tt¿tiittg ti¿etithi, the
pra aiusttan rhacteis
were reughty -ttillitg
{Beth} hea utter than
this wert-ts matrhtnes,
attiiaugh weight
r;itstH't:=uti'r:ih was as
ga-ad as 5L‘i.'5EI with a
it.-ti tanir at taat. Na ts-
the "5py|::|'er' ha-:tga err
the frent tehrjter and
the fihat rear ttgtithtahg
arrahgem eht.

fer these events requiring a rte-d ri'u'er,er there was a taller versien
with an inside mirrer suitable fer read use- There was alse a
ba sit: heed te lteep the werst pf the elements eut pf the spartan
ceel-:|:||t.

The Type 54? Carrera engine was empleyed. with Selei-t

34

carburetters, suitable tuning and a 9.511 eempressieri ratie
bringing pewer up te areund I lifibhp DIN, and p-ealt tprgue
a teuch abeye "£ili'i-lbft-Th|s was tiniteel te the 35-E-‘s. feur-speed
tra nsa:r.le.enhani:ed byachpiee efraties.an= upratei:l,hycl rauli~=:ally—
eperatetl -tiut-:h,an|:l a EF lirnlted-slip eliffere ntlat-

Many ef the chassis ce mpe nenrs weuld have been familiar
te 35:5 enthusiasts, lnelutling the steering and l:.1ral~:es.The wheels
le-el-ted much the sa me, tee, but had an alley rim attached te the
steel centres re save weight — an I-=:.lea later earrle-:l ester ta the
Carrera GT read car. It was alse interesting te nete that regular
5.1.1!) it iii cressply rubber was used up frent, but wider 5.25
sectien tyres were er'n pleyed fer the rea r.This was te aid stability,
and weuld alse be adepted en future Persazhe read cars.

The effielal designatlen ef this UM 1Hl,i5t]-El medal was
55£ltl5EItlH5: the l5iII[i standing fer the engine i:apa~:ity,and H5
fer Ftennspert. Hewever, ll.-‘last Heffman eeined the name ‘5pyt:ler'
and it is this title that has stuelt in the publi|::'s mind te this day.
tiecenzting te factery rer:-entls, twe were seltl in 1954, +53 in the
fellewing year, and 13 in 1955.

Elppasi'te.' The ‘,:rra-:ta-shah’ Type set tjtarrera engine with
Eietes sarta urettars, awaiting ¿tting at aistntaatar caps. The

shet at the erig.'he betrrg br_.'r]'t up eh the werttt_':-ehish febeyejl
staarty shaws the elegant camshaft tinye rnashanisrh. Nate

the rreetihg ¿es eh the estiaust camshaft eetter arid‘ the mesh
air filters.
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he new seasen breught with it a Àe-ed ef actiyity
fer Persche enthusiasts as mere ef the series-built.
‘preductien’ Spyders beitarne ayailalele. Many ef the
earlier werlts cars had alse feu nd their way inte the hands

ef prlyateers,allewing the Stuttgart marque td he represented,
albeit with widely differing leyels ef prefessienalism, in all feur
eerrrers ef the werld.

Cempetitien in 1"}.-'55
hltheugh 1955 was quite a lean year fer the Spyder, with the
fa ctery team staying away te allew priyateers a fair cra cit ef the
whip in the ma_|-erity ef etren1's,t3u atemalan-based Ja reslayiuhan
had seme ¿ne results with his 551] ra cer, especially in the Euen es
hires 'lCl-l'JD|-tI"|‘|, where he wen his Class as he had in IE5-1. Mere
signi¿cant was the fa ct that he came feurth everall, beaten enly
by specialist Italian ea rs with far big ger engines.

There was a secend in Class [eighth eirerallli at Sebring in
Maren in the I2-heur Fiaee, plus a teiten win in the litl-ti categery
when Paul CZi"5hea and Fritz I-tester breught heme the e:-t—werlts
1.1 litre Spyder in 23rd pesitien fer a Class win- Either. regular
E-Sills ¿nished in 11th and 14th, altheugh the 15-IIICII Class went te
Bill Lleyd’s Ci5Ci!t.

Twe menths later, in the Miile lyliglia, there was eighth
eyerall and a i5'Eli]cc Sperts Class win fer Welligang Seidel. Cln
the fellewing wee ltend,the Fthine Cup Ftace at i-teeitenheim gave
Persche a ene-twe-three victery Wen Franltenberg winning,
fellewed herne by Lautensehlager and Jeser}. ti. Persche Spyder
alse teel-t the flag at the Paris 14-heur Hace at Mentlhery, this
time with lteuiiiet and Dliyier behind the wheel.

At Le Mans in June, a ¿ne perfemtance frem Persche was
dyershadewed lay the tragic: iess at se many li'u'E5-. The ‘lien
FranltenbergtF'elenslty 55-El Spyder net enly wen its ‘i5I[lIL'icc
Class and the lnd ea; ef FerferrT1ance,bLit alse came feurth eyerall
{areu nd 2iIitIi miles,i'3Itiltm dewn en the winning Jag uat D-typeji.
Fl 551] entered by Ecurie Beige came ¿fth, driven by Dliyier
Gendebien this ¿rst Le Mans} and Welfgang Seidel. Helm Glecltier
and Jareslair Juhan dreye a werlts car te siitth place eyerall and
twe ether 55a-s ¿nished - l 3th {¿rst in the i ietles Class],-and lath.
Ciniy ene Persch e,a priyate en try ¿elded by Walter Hingg eh berg,
failed te ¿nish.

e:==h!r'1'|us'd paea -'12
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The sate at sdstahier 550 Spyders added‘ a great deat at
teeat eeteur and gta-"near ta events att aver the wartd The
preiiteratien at these purease-huitt raeers certainly .l"lE-tÀile¿f
setldrty Fersehs s image as a matter at 5,E'l5'i"i.l.l"ig i".I'tdi_'Jf1'I|"t-l.'tE
eenirhrrted ta tuithehhg the cause at rndtarseart indeed
the German eempahy has aiways heed an adyeeate at

adyarieing ieehndtagy an the traetr iii] erder ta irnprdye its
read ears
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Waiter Hmggenherg and hiishard yen Frani-ianherg used ari eariy
ll H I series-preductien Spyder te set a ri-Lirntiier ef Class speed‘ re1::drcis

at htahttheiy ih raid-i'm‘arsh The same ear was then driiieh setith
;I?§1Iii? and used‘ in the F-i'atiye Seieit-Cannes rust as it had ieh Fiarilsi
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Left inset: Faster trem
the i5'55 tritrii-e ririigris

— the fastest tri htstery.

erg-nr inset: the
Ctemeetrtien
Department at
Persche, with ears
heiirg prepared fer the
r'ii-fated T955 Le Mans
.2-=t—tietrr Ftaee. Ferry
F’ersehe ean he seen
err the ieft taiiting te
feurnatists.

en inrpressire iihe er’ Parsetres
en retrta te the hairewad t.e

tlrtaris tra-sit. Fei.idwr'rig the
spare ear we ean sse the lien

Frarrttenb ergr’F'etei'rslty rrraehrrie,
then the Ciiwi'aria'es-at Citeeitieri

._|'trhan, Lferriitetfiirhus-[itrntey and
t3errdehierr.i5eidet ears. with a

5'5-5 i;-ringing tip the reds Nate the
hraite eeeirlg duets in the rinse
er the wen‘-rs ears. as weir as the

tat;-it eta ruhhrrrg strip res seen en
ntrmher 55,I-

Serdet and -Eiidetter _,_ .-
in aetien en the while
htrgtia. The Cttass-winnrrrg 550 haeit

in Ciemi-any aiter its Le iiiiahs
eseursieri.
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iin interestirrg pi'eti_ire shdwrrrg a 555' Spy-der heing tidwh
etit te Ctara eas tar the race hetd there dn 5 hidriemeet
lifdri Heristeih tdeit eighth piece, with Farigtd |'i".riaseratij'

wihn ing at en aiierege speed dt 5.E'nipi:~ |’i;3'tte;ii:-fl-

A edupte at shdts di Fiiizhard yen Frahiieni:ierg's 55iii Spyder
at iiieritn ‘s i'!i'-i’Ut;? -i_'iih:iii't durrhg the i555 ,-fwtrsrehnen - ene
taiteir trefdre the start. arid‘ the ether, whi-eh shdws the i'aii‘er_'i-
iii rear wheets dn this speeilai ¿yeispeed i'i‘ieeI'et. tittiridering
are-'_rrrci the traeit's i'arridi_is trarritirig. i-r'eid' at the end dt
5ep temhei: itdn Fiantient:-erg wd.n the eiient tidhi a pair at
E.l'liili"lis. The ear was then used rh e s|reeessfrir' speed‘ reedrd
atternpt at Jahheiie in Eeigitim.
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We FtLD Steers Cerr Ciel l-i1PiCil1lSHlF'
31.. ends hires 1C=EIe ltn" :23 January]

1 E ‘wiiienteri-M lhanes
2 C l'-iajurietaiC Fiiyerd

Ferrari 3T"5- Plus

Ferrari 3? 5lii1t'r'l.

53 li1|Ill'-i'-

55 laps
3 H Cirandibi'J Fa radni Maserati Puti-GC5 515 laps

-ii J JuhaniJ 5al-as Ch ayes Persch It 5 511 5t'il.=||:I-si'ist in Class

5|:-br nq '-2 ht|.irFl-"H:-t' 1'5 l"i1-arch]
1 titl. HawthdrniF' 'i'|i'aiters Jaguar D-type '52 aps
2 r=- nilirc Shelby
5 '|i'|' 5|:|-eari'5 Jehnsten

Ferrari 3'51} Mensa

Maserati 51311115

‘E2 aps

'ii:lilIl aps
Ei H yen Han steini'H Linge Persche 551] '5-Er apsi'2nd in Class

I3 F" CI'3h-ea,tF it-dster Persch e 5 E-El '52 apstl st in Class

."|".|lle l'y1|gl|.=| ll |'i."i.:i'_i,']

1 5 llilesstllll Jeriltinsdn Mercedes-Bent 5IIItl'5LFi 'lIl'h iIlT~'m =1Els
2 J-til Fan-gie Mercedes-Elena 3lJeSLFt ' El-h 3'51 m 33s

3 U I'll-iIE|lil:Illi'L l'iI'll:lr|tt"fIt'rr-1lriItl-

l3 W 5eideli'H C1lei:l-tier

Ferrari l lEiLl'I|l1

Persche 55-El
'IJ'h 52m -1?-‘tr
‘lh -iIlEl-m 1I-‘si‘1st In Class

13 E Lautenschlagerili Schbll Persch e 5 E-El 'Ih E-Elm E-Is,t3rd in Class

'_e rirlans I-ii-hdl..| Flace t1 2 June]

1 M Htnnhsrnti ewe
2 F‘ Cellinsr'F' Frere

Jaguar D-type
i!'.st-an Ma rtin I3-EIEI-5

30? aps
3&2 aps

3 J Ciaes,r'J Swat-ers

='-1 Ft yen FianltenbergÀ-l Pdlenslty

Jaguar D-type

Persche 551]

ass aps

25-=1 apsi"Istin Class
5 Ci C1-en debieni"r'|' Seidei Persch e 5 E-III It-Er apsi'2nd in Class

-5 H Crllilcl-'.lcrr'J Juhan
13 h. 'iieui llettl Firl-tus»Du ntey

Persch I: 5 5111
Persche 551]

I-'5 apsi'5rd in Class
I-£45 apsi"Ist in Class

3h-C Teurist Trdphy-I‘ T-' 5epterr'l:=-er]
1 5 lir'idssi'J Fitch Mercedes-Ben: 3EIIi."E-LH E14 aps

2 J-Hi Fa n-gie.i'1"-1 ltling Mercedes-Bent 5lIlti5LFi E13 aps
3 'ii'|' yen Tripsih Simen Mercedes-Benz 3IIlti'5LH Ell aps
5| C 3-helI:iyr'tr.i'i Greg dry

12 '|i'|' 5eideliH Crltl-cl-rler

Persch e 5 5-El

Persche 55111

T-'5 aps,i1 si; in Class

I"-4 apsilnd in Class
is H yen FranitenbergiH Linge Persch e 5 E-I] L‘-‘El a psii-rd in Class

Targa Fler d -I‘ 5 llicteberi
1 I 5 |'i.I1r:i-ss,i'F' Caiiins

2 IJ-Hi Fa ngiei'i't Piling
Mercedes-Ben: sac-s|.s
Mercedes-Benz 5lIltl'5LH

an-1-sn-liar.

5Ih4I"rT|55s
3 | ECa st-eil-i:iI:ti,iH f'|l.E|l'|11'J-l'| Ferrari -3EiIIi- l'.ti-dnza Elh 5-3m Jet.
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Many ef the things learnt at Le Mans in 1955 were
applied te custemer cars seen after the eyent, such as
bral-te ceeling ducts in the nese, and wider drums te
enhance brairztng ei¿clency up frent. There was alse
a new transmissien being 11-i=5'[|E~C‘l in the bacltgrcrund.
itlthdugh it was due te be used at the hliirburgring
in August, the Persche ¿ye-speed gearbdit ultimately
made its racing debut in the 1555 Teurist Trephy at
Eiundrcid, which began en 1? September. After l'|.-‘less
cem pleted 5-ii laps td ta lte the Àag, ninth-placed Carrell
Shelby and lylasten -Ciregciry were deemed te haye run
away with the i5{lticc Class, fellewed heme by twe
mere Pdrsches {including the ¿ye-speed car at lien
Franl-tenberg and Linge]. This all-American team did a
let fer the sse Spyder in the States. hut. at dyer Fidsdti
a time, it remained a car fer the serieus racer dnly,dr, at
the yery lea st,a well-heeled enthusiast.

The Targa Fldrid was the last race et the Werld
Champienship seasd n, but enly twe 55115 were en the
entry list - beth, fdr dne reasdn er anether, failing te
mal-te the start line. The 551.1 had preyed itself better
cin idng, fast circuits, where its reliability and sheer
speed shdwed threugh. Cin the tighter tracl-is, the
better-handling Lc-tus and Ceeper machines were
de¿nitely ahead in the smaller-engined categeries,
with German and italian cc-mpetiticin cciniinuing te
present a challenge en the faster circuits. But Persche
had semething Lip its cerperate sleeye - the 55iJ.i'i with
a lighter and strcinger spa eeframe chassis.

The Stuttgart cdmpany had net fdrgetten its rd-ets,
hdweyer,despite all this racing actiyity.[Zienis Jenltinsen,
writing in iltldtdrtipdrt in 1955, said: "Cdmpetitien is a
bywerd at the Persche factery and the Persche car is a
perfect eicample ef a ra ce-bred en e,the 1955 medels all
being ayailalaie with the Carrera engine.”

it's irenic, in yiew df its racing successes, that the
death c-t mcniie star..la mes Dean,at the wheel cit his 551:1
Spyd er gaye the medel im greatest public fa me.Supplied
with the 5pyder frem new by Jdhn yen liileu mann,[J'ean
was en his way te a race in Salinas, in September 15155,
when he cellided head en with an eneeming yehicle.

Mdying tci better premises in Werlt I at the end
df 1955, the racing shep was separate frem the
main assembly hall, and, while Elaren Fritz Huscl-te
yen Hanstein centinued as F‘drsche's Racing Team
Manager, and Wilhelm Hild was the undisputed head
df the Cdmpetitien Department, fer a pericid, driyers
were engaged race-by-race. Hdwe-rer, it was already a
prdfessidnal ciut¿t, further enhanced by the arriyal cit a
new racing medel
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e Mans was struclt frem the werld Eha mpienship calendar
in respense te the i955 disaster. There was ne lenger a
Jaguar factery team, and Mercedes.-Ben: was relying en
priva teers fer re presentatien. it ceultl se easily have been

a dull year, hut cerrtpetitien was just as ¿erce, with the werl-ts
Ftstens ¿ghting Ecurie Ecesse Jaguars and the might ef Ferrari
and Maserati. in the srnallererigined categ arias, Alta Fiernep
pesed a new threat te the deminance ef Persche 355s, altheugh
the Spyders were generally praying hard ta catch.

The 1955 seasen began disa ppeintingly, as beth 55{is failed
te ¿nish in i"|.rgentina.The i5i.IIt] Class was wen by an interesting
cem binatien ef a Maserati 15125 driven by Alejand re de Ternase
— the future car manufacturer ceming in feurth behind a whe's
whe ef 195D-s GP racers.

There was a far mere satisfacteryr result fer Persche fans at
Selarlng. the werlts Herr rnannitlten Trips 55:11 ea rhing sixth everall
and cemferta bly talting the tep slet in the lndeit efPerfermar1ce.
Jaclt Mchfee and Peter Levely were three laps dewn in a private
55i]|,while third in Class was secured by a secend factery-entered
55$. enly ene 5551 retired — that plleted lay Ed Crawierd and
Herbert Linge. Baclt in Stuttgart, theugh, a revised medel was
already being prepared

The 55lLlA
Persche has always enjeyeti a reputatien ef slewly re¿ning its
pretluctsever ma nyyea rs,butthings meve fa st i n the racing werld,
and, te stay ahead, it is vital te lteep pace with the cem petitien.
In spring I956, the Wen tlier-bedied 55[ltl. was intreduced. Gene
was the ladder chassis pi the eld Spyder. replaced by a lighter
but substantially stiffer spacefrante, which incerperated a lew-
plwat swing axle rear suspensien lllte that pf the Mercedes that
impreved the 55ElPi’s handling ne end.

The spacefra me was designed by Leepeld Schmicl, and was
very similar te the frame used en Persche l'-lumber IElne.The 55iI.'l“s
ladder frame had been a ease ef malting the mest ef limited
reseurces, and geing with a preven design saved a let -ef time
and meney. ‘With the new Persche cempetitien shep up and
running,and a hard-wen reputatieh te upheld, it rnade a great
deal ef sense te malte this investment: after all, a rigid chassis
is the feundatien fer a superier racing car, and it weuld allew

44

A t;-eautttiul puetictty shet et the 55tIl eutside Werttt in I555.
Burch? Fer sure. trt eri ere when Merrie Mther ee'trerti'sthg

was ereuety eeasttng a IUD per cent trnpre vement in
aeeeieratierr, t:trt'r|_gt'rtg the t'Ii'—¿tIi dash dewn te EB seeenels,

thdepenctent tests sheweel the 55-It we-uttt cttsrrtiss the same
yardstrelt in erettnct I5 eeeenels. Hewever, time was rttnrvhg

eut ter the ertgtnat Eteyder

pregress in ether areas that ceuld just as easily be applied te the
cempa ny’s read vehicles.

The petty i-pelted rnuch the sarne at ¿rst glance, hut, mainly
te save weight, the hinged bacl-t was drepped in faveur ef a
¿t-ted panel with leuvred inspectien hatches behind each deer,
allewihg reutlne maintenance away frern the garage- Smaller
lighting units, frent and rear, and repesitiening ef the twe
grilles eh the bac!-t ef the car alse acted as handy distinguishing
features, whilst cleser inspectien revealed a mere aere-dynamic
nese pre¿le-
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The i.5 titre Type 54 ?rEt pewer tintt, with its retecated
dtstrthtitem easy te spet tn this pi'ettire. The -latest ertgihes
tied i2-veit etaetneat systenis iiisteact et the tanner e-vett
e'et:trtes. Ely the end et the i555“ seasen, this ail"--seated‘

tawei was rea-titty devetepihg iéi¿hhe at Feti¿trprn-

h rise in the sempressien ratie and a new distrihuter drive
mechanism breught abeut the Type 5ill?,I'2 designatien tguicl-tiy
changed te 54?-‘I3 speci¿catien]-, ancl an etttra itllbhp er se fer
the updated racing versien ef the Carrera engine. With Weber
carburetters en beth werlirs and custemer units, they were
initially rated at 125i:-hp [;iihi,and deiive red a ma i-rlmum pf liltibtt
ef tere|ue an eeually leng way up the rev-range. The recently
intreduced ¿ve-speed gearhe:-t — with a iew ¿rst ier guiciter
starts — was ¿tted as standard en the 55i]t=Is, bene¿ting frem an
irnpreveti iinltage.

ht the same time, fuel tani-t capacity was increased via an
eptienal side—meunted tanlt (geed fer endurance races], and
a great deal ef ¿ne-tuning was dene te the frent suspensien
{the rear set-up was cempletely new, ef ceursel, bralting and
steering syste ms-The 55iIIt!~. centinued te em pley the eld ‘i5=EItIiF'-5
designatien as a suf¿zt, presumably te cenfuse histerians!
Thanitiully, many centernperary race reperts called the car the
HS — a meniiter that weuld be used with pride by Persche fer
many years te cem e-

45

__ _ _-|—l'2*"'-"---
.|'_t§'g-E'i"l-t§i'{':!|"_l.-‘ re-pi;-r Hens Henrrn enri trying the Speedster fer

sea with Ernst Futirneiiii tstartttirig en the net".-t,I teettine en
Fiihirnann, ersater et the tlzrntera engine, tee Persche sheitty

after this picture was talten but i"E'li_i'l'ttE[.2l in later years te
assume even giaater iespensihiirtv

The ¿rst Eeiiisi heing retiett eut et the werttsheps eaters a
few ¿nishing iei_it,hes were added te the t_1ee'v it was then
sent te ttatv in an unpainted state ieaey ter the tviiite tvtigiia

tiflif

-Z?‘ _



The tvitite twata car was nan-tttett tty iten i'ii]es tseen here,I and tvlagtiiett at the t‘-tttrt:iurgi'tng tddeiini Ftace. it was ,~'etnect ay a
sister ear in Germany which ta cttecl the earbttretter vents -at the first 55I'I'iii — a teatiire that was enty seen nrt this car anct a

hantttut et wertrs inachines, and hevet ae'e_etect en ’ctisterner' vehtctes.

Five shets ht the .I'_e Mans ceit_ee'-s.' ene ctirnhg hiittd-up-, ene‘ the ether freshty eernpteted. The reef-meunted ttgh ts were
used te i'ttenttify the cars at night. Ne rnere ceepes were heitt atter these. which were cenvertect te epen teadsters atter the

French ctasstc.
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The t'i:'Jt_J.-'5'. cettpe that ‘ii’-cln Frarittenherg and Fen Thps teett lien thins -'1"-' edltillh tit the htt.'i'n';-it'rgrihg in iilttgust T555. sits it
te tttth place tttrst ih iItass,I tn the isss t_e tvians Ea-hetir

Fia ce. .-'J.tthetigh net a i-“i-'erte' Champtenshte reunrt, the
events draw and ihipertan ce was test as streng ter sperts

car rnat-“ens.

Ullit0P__ t‘ V

The Mille Miglia dc heyend
The T956 Mille litiiglia lwhich started en EB i"tpril]I marl-ted the
debut ef the 135-hhp 55t1h,with Hans Herrmann teamed up with
Werner En: in the main fa ctery entry which, sadly, was te retire.
In fact, it was a peer shewing generally by F'ersche’s previeus
standards in the event-Gieva nni Eira cce had bra lte treuble in the
ether werlts-supperted car ta regular 55tll, caused. it seems, by
the wet weather, and it was lett te privateers te upheld Stuttgart
heneur. Fertunately, the heards ef 355 drivers did a geed jeb in
the GT categ ery te save seme face.

Wellgang ven Trips and Llmberte Maglieli dreve te feurth
everall land a Class win] in the Htireurgring ltitltlltrn Race, held in
May, with Hans Herrmann and Richard ven Fran ltenberg siitth in
anether 55eis..'i'iwe inia me us Michael May winged car was at this
event,and it was actually ‘tten Hanstein whe pretested and had
it dis-guali¿ ecl -[it was alse rejected at Mental. ii-‘la y’s Persche was
faster than the werlts machines, but, amazingly, ne-ene fellewed
up this brilliant piece ef aered ymanics until mere than a decade
later. There was anether interesting aside, tee: EMW had gene,
replaced by the AWE mare ue.Whatever name these Ea st German
machines went under, theug h, their ei-tistence was te be limited;
Elergward's racing efferm had already slipp-ed inte the histery
heel-ts.

43

ha,e,eens. t-terrmsnn wen the event in anether :5-5t1ii. l

Fer the i'ElSi5- Ta rga Flerie,enly ene 5-Slllh — the ¿rst ca r, hastily
painted white - was sent te Sicily, tegether with Huschlte ven
Hanstein [whe was available as a secend driver if neededi,antl
twe mechanics. The event, which, unfertunately, did net ceunt
tewa rd the Werld Champie nship,was wen eutright by Llm be rte
l'-'1aglieli in the E¿tllh {at 5e.Empht'stU.'5‘lsphi- Maglieli hacl given
Persche its ¿rst taste ef victery en theTarga Flerie,and weuld ge
en te cempete in a tetal ef i‘-3' Targas between 1945 and i'5IT-‘ill.
Cinly ene man in the histery ef the race battered that distin ctien
— Mantia Sergie, whe began his campaign in iEl.Tl£l. Fer the
Stuttgart cencern, it was ¿nal pr-eel that the little Spyd eis were
ca pa ble ef cem peting well abeve their 'Elass,with everall wins far
frem eut et the questien.lndeed,the classic Ta rga was te beceme
semething ef a happy hunting greund fer Persche drivers in the
years that leiiewed-

ht Le Mans, which started en EB July, apart frem the
"v"tJn Franitenlzierghten Trips ssea iwith a ceupe bedy as full
windscreens were required} which teelt ¿tth everall,the Stuttgart
cencern hatl enlyene ether ¿nishereut efsiit entries,and this was
a 35di!t. The weather ceuld be blamed fer the peer results, but
the reality was that the ether 55ElFt {handled by the Herrmannt
Magiieil pairing] had pisten treuble, and the twe earlier SSEI
Spyders alse succumbed te mechanical preble ms.

Either isl¿e races en French sell included the Paris I-Eletjlltm
Hace, held at Mentlhery in June, in which the cempany gained
a tliass victery, and there was a Persche ene-twe in the Fieims



12-heur event later in the menth. indeed,
the 'i.ten Franltenbergt'Sterea pairing
managed te cress the line at a winning
speed ef 15+-i.5m ph [$253.-=llt|:ihl,just 14m ph
i.i.'2ltphi slewer than the D-type Jag uar that
wen the race fer sperts cars with unlimited
engine sites the ieiiewing day.

While Persche teelt the flag in the
sperts car race attached te the German
Grand Pri:-t at the l"-ii_irburgring, it was the
event held during Swedish Grand Print
weeltend in liristianstaad that previdetl
the ¿nal reund ef the lhi'erld Ehampienship.
Flichard ven Franltenlaerg and William Buff
wen their Class in the latter's 55-ii, with
mere private Spyd ers isringing up the rear.
Dnly 14 cars cem pleted 1Il'lE' ra cei

Specials
Wim Peii, the sen et the Wit dealer frern
Hilversum in Heliand, was a real Persche
fanatic, and very successful in racing. his
well as cempeting with a 355 Carrera, in
1955 he had the ‘Fell-Platje Spyder' built.
initially, it was ¿tted with a 13555 engine.
but Fell was later effered a 1.5 litre engine

Gtistenter
ears hegsn
te hecerne

avati'a.i:|-te at the
encl cit I555.
A tetal et t-it
were t:-uiit in
the tirst year;
mest ceming

with the faired-
ih heattrest

seen here, with
2'3 fe.ll'ewil"i_g ih
t55?'. Chassis

numbers
ran trem

.55i.1htI'tiIit te
55iI'i'-l.5t=t=i.
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Ititettgang ven Tries.

"i'li'eit|.e Seesrs Catt Cl-iiuvteieiiisi-lie
E!-uen_es_hires _1lIiii£iltm {E5 .lanua_ry] _

1 i 5 Fr'lessi'C hllenditeguy ' hi-aseratl ETIIIEIIS li¿dlaps

__il-s.srr-_i.rih-rtht- -.
l3 , J Eiiehra,i'F Genaalez _

Ferrari ii5?5 li¿slaps
MaE.eii[i'i'aees E at its

Set:-ring ll-heur I-1acei1rii'it'larch]_
' ii i-lvihingiete ettiaaiii ' Ferrari 555 Menaa

1 l
El El-Swe'iltertt_l lirtsley P

L MusseÀ-I Schell Ferrari Eii'.iCi Mensa
Jaguar El-type

5154 aps
‘i5; aps
Eras aps

5 - H Herrmann.-'1i‘-tvenTrips _i

if l .l l'li'l.c.|lifee,fP levely
Persche 555
Persche 55-[l

iitil apstlsl in Class
' its apstlnti in Class

14 | M Marsh all_t'i Elruntlage - Fersche 5 55 i i55 apstdrd in Class

Mille Migiia [25 Ftpril]
—Tii't:'iEtEii5t't'i' Ferrari 25lCll'|i'ili|'l iiih 3i"m Ills

2 | P‘ CelllnstL ltlementasltl Ferrari 555 Menaa itihasmzss
El L Musse Ferrari Edi] Mensa l i;|'| l_1rn-Ii-‘is _

F'eische'55tl ' 15h Eiim 35si‘i'ird in ClassB? l Fi itneclt

hiurhurgrlr-lg iteeltm [J-31" May]
1 F'Ta ruf¿tH 5chell Maserati 3555
1 J-M Fangie,i"E Castelletti ' Ferrari sse litlehaa

F Hil_lt.h_ deiferta g_e _ Ferrari Eiiliilliillvi
W ven Trl=|:i-s,i'|...| Ma glieli Persche 5fi'iIlili.

,_l:l_lTl_‘?.lL"fll11':'.fi@_".'l§'.r.'-l:_f1'“'l'l!=r‘. F'_l1'5.r.‘El. -_E.'?[52 F_lT'_"5§§1:l'§il§ll_l:l§‘_l1'1L1't5."l'-f"i.'l'.'E_l.tr_'_l;l.'§"_5t§-_
' F i'l'.retschn1ann,i'S Liebl Persche S50 i Eh 5-Elm 3i"si'1 st in Class

i 1-'h 43m 54s
; tih -vim Ees
'7-'l_1E-sm ss;-. _ _
l Eh Ellrn -ii-5si'1st in Class

G,-sit-isr,-.1

Swedish G_F' ii 1_2 hu_gust__‘i
'1 _ P Hliitirl tiihtigrisht Ferrari 2stlMM l tss aps
-1. F."‘5'==l'l.'T'1i""'l.*"=i!? Tl.li=.'t-. . . , Fs'.'s*i ?'5'l3'.l*." M. 5 F5? sh‘-=
El I ii. cle P-ertage,tM Hawthern Ferrari sse Mensa ‘I51 aps
B ‘ H ven Franltenlaerg.t_1i'lt Buff Persche 555 ! I55 apstlst in Class

11 - w Saitlr.-itF' l"I|CIEl'lL|El' ' Persche sse tsa sssisia in Class

frem the werlts, enabling him te talte his Hatienal Champienship en a number ef
eccasiens_

The Hirendelle Spycler was built a year after the Pell-Piatje Spyder by Henlte
van Ealinge, pewered lay a l.5 litre versien ef the Carrera engine ilater replaced lay
a Super EH1] unit].The car was raced in Man Ealinge's native Helland fer areund ¿ve
yea rs, recerding a number ef successes at natienal level.

Meanwhile, lan Frazer-Jenes raced a Persche 15555-pewe red Ceeper in Seuth
Africa during the mid-1 5‘5lIls. hn ether fameus car was the’F’eeper’ef Peter Levely ta
'v'-elltawagen dealer in Seattle}.Seen regularly en the American circuits [and winning
a number ef SCCH. events aleng the way], this was a me-di¿ed Ceeper machine
¿tted with a t5l]-55 engine and a streamlined bedy. .lehn ven Neurnann alse had a
Ceeper with a Persche engine, as did fellew American Gerden Lipe.

Cleser te heme, the eneeti Type 5-i5 served as a pretetype ler the Persche



The Type 5-t5. er 'tvttciie_v tvietrsdas ti was
ttriewh, wliicti featured a uniepe suspensien. an

ett ceeler integrated in the -bedy. and n‘.-agnesiitnt
all-e_v panels. it was destreyed iii an acciderit en
t5 5apte'h ea: enly e ceupte et menths atter its

ttet:-ut.

l

-‘LI-I-illli.

ti. sE»,_,_y,"'-_g,:"""=ie:~r
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lgti

T15 series.The shert-wheelba se 545's ¿rst race was at
Selitude in July 15-55, where it came feurth, despite a
number ef prebiems. its secend eutlng, at the Eieriin
Grand Fri:-t in September, waste be its last,as it veered
eff the circuit en the neterieus JWUS bani-ting and was
destreyed in a ball ef Àames. Fertunately, Fiichard ven
Franltenia-erg was threwn tree l:1eiereharid,ceuntirig
himselfluclty te be alive.'v'en Franltenbergcalled thecar
‘Mic itey Meuse’ iaeca use he said it periectly descrli:-ed
the handling and braltingi Hewever, valuable lessens
were leamt, thanl-:.s te the car's unique bedy and
suspe nsien designs . ..
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ith ne factery team, Jareslav Juhan was the best
Persche ¿nisher in Eiuenes hires. his it happens, it
was a peer shewing fer the Stuttgart ma lter, as enly
three 55lIl'hs were entered, with ene ceming last and

the remaining vehicle succumbing te gearbetr maia dies. ht least
Persche was well represented at Sebring in March, with a Class
ene~twe ier private 55ti.ils, which certainly made up fer the less
ef the werlts-supperted Herrmann.-'tI.ilcFtfee car tewa rds the end
ef the race.

As the tvlille Migiia appreached, beginning 1,’! ll.-‘lay i5l5i',
the previeus yea r’s winner, Eugenie Castelletti, was ltillecl whilst
testing at irtledena, and never get the chance te repeat his 15-55
feat. Maglieli teelt ¿fth everall with a 55lZli!t [enly 4? minutes
behind the winning Ferrari ef Taruf¿], and a Class win in the
15lIlIZlcc Sperts categery. In additien, the 355 ef StrahletLinge
came away with a Class win in the ietlticc GT listing, driving
ene efdezens ef E“-55s en the event. Unfertunately, mere deaths
en this classic race sealed its fate, and it never did return te the
internatienal ealenda r.

it was abeut this time that Edgar Barth, the fast hlti'E
-[Etv'lW] rnan, jeined the Persche camp, malting his debut at
the l"-itirburgring 1CItit1'ltm Flace. The liilenta recerd car ta 355
Speedster] was there, as was a new Persche racer - the 1'15 F-lSi-it
pretetype, which was breught eut fer the practice sessien te

_ -I‘

655$

-ii

; i A-I; i 

give the public its ¿rst glimpse ef the car. in the race itseii, there
was a Clam win fer Maglieli and Elarth, the result justifying tien
Hanstelns enthusiasm fer his new driver. Barth weuld ge en
te be an impertant ¿gure in the develepment ef the Stuttgart
cem pany,his sen,Jurgen,carrying en the fa mily tradltien in later
years-

The F15 lt5lt
Werlt en the Type T15 pretetype began during the winter ef
1555, in the lull befere the 155? seasen. Built areund a medl¿ed
55I[]h. {HS} spaceframe, it featured a new frent suspensien, and
revised steering and bralring systems, the latter incerperatlng
larger frent drums with elegant ¿ns te dissipate heat in a mere
et¿cient manner. it nevei idea was te integrate the eil ceeler

Cfecirpit and
view threugh

the ettstde
inspectien
hatch bf 1"
.s- freshly

cempleted
55i-iv-1.. The

twe hatches,
ene en each \
side, allewed
access te the
eit reservetr '
{seen here]
and Weber
twin-chetre

carburetters,
with the
electrical

system vaguely
accessible fer
deubie-_tetnted
engineers
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The Ft 5 Ft5i't matting its debut at the httirburgring en 2'5 tviay i55T. The car
was net raced, but ,duri'rrg practice twhere it ran as a T-cer,i, it was tested
eirtenstvetv en this dernandtng ceurse by l-tniberte lvlagttelt and Arthur
Heserthartirrier.

Ettng in the
tail ef a 55Ct=ii

spbtted
at the

tyLirbt.'rgnng.

The

Earth 5.'5t,'l,-“ii
teadtng
the De

l ven Franirenberg in actien at the ivurburgring.
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OILPOLAR
The F15 Fidtt pnateiypc at l_e tvtans in i515? befere an

accident euiclrly artinguished its challenge. ivete the
tins an the tail titted ter the French classic. white varleus

eeriligursti'uiis were tried ter the screen.

inte the underside ef the frent cempartment lid, thus giving the
stylists mere freedem with nese dre=.ign.The new spaceframe
and changes te the vehicle's ceeling an-cl suspensien allewed
Wilhelm Hild and his men te reduce the car's cewi height by
125mm t-ll-Tin], and alse malte a lighter yet mere rigid structure
te allew engineers te previde drivers with an accurate chassis
set-up and ensure censistent handling. It was at this peint that
the new Persche racer became ltnewn as the H5lt-

Frem a styling peint ef view, the I-'15 F-lSlt fellewed 5i't5
practice. with a lewer, mere reund ed nese that lee lted distinctly
eitetic with its faired-in headligh E, cem bined with a cu ryed tail
that sleped steeply dewnwa rd everthe etrhaust system,altheugh
everhang was reduced at beth frent and rear cempared te the
infameus 'tvlicltey ll.-'leuse' car. The bedy was crafted mainly in

at

.t.-JV?‘

—

-
d

i,itr-<""“"ITi:
‘-155’

_I-I-‘_--_

"iv
f

tilt
I’.

it iii]
-|-I-\-

._-- '1--7"’

aluminium, with enly the frent lid in steel- As with the 555 series,
wheelbase was ltept at Eitltltmm l5.t.i'in], while the traclt was
1E"=‘-"Il'l“t=l‘r- isealni up frent. and 1250mm t4s.2in] at the rear.

Lil-te the 55Clh, engine access was via inspectien hatches te
each side iwith feur leuvres initially, increased te ¿ve fer cars
built in 1555] fer miner, reutlne jebs, etherwise the rear panel
iwith its distinctive hump te clear the 5-iii-'.t'3 pewer unit, and a
pair ef grilles at the baclc te draw air inte the engine bay] had
te be remeved as a fermed sectien. inside, the cetltpit was far

1-llhr FI

tighter than betere, and the dashbeard lest its speedemeter,
preving that the car was never really meant fer fast read use — it
was a pure racer with everything pared te the bare minimum-

The seasen cenlinues
ht the 195? Le Mans Er-1-heur Flace, eut ef si:-t starters enly ene
Persche ¿nlshed,and that wasa private entry.iT.lriven by Ed Hug us
and Ceunt de Eleaufert, the 5555. came in in eighth place and
wen the 15tltIicc Class.The enly ether peint ei interest was the
appearance ef the F15 FiSlt. tchassis ?1E—EiiIl1], driven by I-.lmberte
liilaglieli and Edgar Eiarth.The car, being llltg i25lb] lighter and
having larger braltes than the 555A, was said te be very c|uicl-t
befere it retired halfway threugh this classic race.

Meanwhile, the smattering cit Spyders seen in Sweden were
unable te cempete in the 1lIIlIll.1Iltm event, which ceunted as the

F*__

__$-Is-1 ___-_== H -H

_.l.I'I
ll--I-1

Claude 5tbre.t being chased by a Ferrari at l_e tvlans ih iEI5T.
The tittte Persche ran eut et ti-lei‘ ctese te the end, but at teast
Ed l—lugus' private entry teelt Class he-neurs ter the Stuttgart

i"l’.lt3t‘i§'l_tÀ.
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Tile Eti i-tu-:,ius. *15ti.-H at the er at at ts French ericursieri

tiletightlut peried shets et 555s being prepared and raced in
the 5tates the racing picture chews iten tvliles hebing efta
Maserati

sit-ith reund ef the Werld Champienship. interestingly, theugh,
the weei-t befere, Persche decided te enter three 55t1-ifts in the
German GP held at the hiiJrburgring.The Spyders leelted edd in
amengst preper Fermula Cine machines, but came away with a
Fermula Twe victery, nenetheless.

Cancellatien ef the TeuristTrephy in September meant a leng
haul te Caracas fer the ¿nal event in the Werld Champienship
calendar.'v'en Hanstein and Barth teelta 1.5 litre 555.5 tea highly
res pecta ble ¿lth piace, trailing enly bigger-engin ed Ferraris,and
beating seme teugh cempetitien aleng the way. Hegular 55lIlh.s
gave the Stuttgart marc:|ue plenty cit rease ns te be cheerful, tee.
Hewever, apart trem a single appearance in the 1555 seasen
epener. this was te he the last year fer the -eerie 55t‘ih-s.
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lteri l"vl'tl'I5‘-5 agate, this tirrre 5ai'ri,eaigeihg a 555-5 at Santa
Eanbara. Catiternia.

This l555ltm race handed Ferrari the title, but, with a three-
litre limit set fer sperts-racers fer 1555, this premised seme geed,
clese racing acress all the Classes. tits a result, as 155? drew te a
sl5ae.Wilhelm Hild cencentrated en preparing the Tile Fi5it as a
werlts car fer the fellewing sea sen.

The eirperirnental frent suspensien was dispensed with, Hild
reverting te a 555.5-type design te im preve high speed stability,
while the rear suspensien was revised cempletely te resemble
that teund en the racing Mercedes ef the peried, deing away
with tersien bars in faveur eta pair ei Watts llhltages and cell
springs. A new transaitle was intred uced at the same 1:im e,as well
as newdrivesha fts,mated,asalways,te a feu r—cam Carrera engine.
Bigger Weber carburetters resulted in an increase in pewer, the

1.5 litre 541-',l3 new delivering 1-lilbhp, aleng
with l55lbtt et terg ue- Eitperlments had been

Eiueries hires 1'1]-iIiIiIiIl-rm 12-I1 Jartua ry}
carried eut with ‘Jet Ceeiing' iintreduced by
Fletcher tlviatien en its Jeep] as a pessible

M Gregery,tE Castelle-tti,tL Musse Ferrari 15til'illlil 55 la ps replacement fer the pewer—sapping, dual-
J Eiehra,tC Mendite-guyi'5 Mess Maserati 3555 55 la ps entry fan, but it was net adepted, mainly
it cle Pertage Ferrari 155l'ilM 55 la ps because ef space and neise censideratiens.
-I iuh enth. ven [iery Persche 5555 55 la pslind in Class

_ _ iélilsltsattttiriiiiisttl _.. F'5'i5.l'1!? tits. st.liett.irst lit slats. _. The Eurepean H iilclimh
Champienship

Sebring 1."!-heur Hace t2-'1 March]
The Eurepean Hillclimb Champienship was
revived in 1551-’, with a martimum engine

J-M Fangietl Eehra Maserati ill-EDS '5? laps capacity et twe litres. Persche used the
5 Messl'H Schell Masera ti El-ti-i]-5 '55 laps champienship te test bigger engines i:|-ased

Ll.l M Hawthernti 5ueb Jaguar El-type '53 laps en the Type 54? in preparatien ter the Ft5it. ht
¿ll A Eiunl-trt-rlC Walla ca Persche 555-it '55 laps,l'1st in Class the ¿rst reund en Ment lttenteuit, Earth and

‘Ài- J—P ltu nstietlt Fillies

i‘-ililie Migiia {1 it May]
PTa n.|f¿

Persche 5555

Ferrari 3155

Maglieli cem peted in a 1.5 litre 5pyder. in the
d3"5'lE'l:'5f2“di"' '5"-"55 secend reund at Freiburg a 1.5 Spyder was

seen fer the ¿rst time with lmpreved tergue
and 1-'-'i5bhp en tap iithanl-rs te an increase

-.|;|,|-, gym as-5 in the bere measurement, up frem 55mm
'li'rl ven Trips Ferrari 3‘r55 '5h 35m -=i~l3s te 51-'.5mm, giving a larger 1S53'cc capacity],

GI Gehde bienti 1r"ti'ascl'1er Ferrari 15-iIlC1T 'iIlh 35m 535
while Gine tviunaren dreve the 3'15 pretetype.
This unit titnewn as the 5—ilTit-l] was fellewed

U Maglieli Persche 55515
H Schiller Persche 5555

-ll‘ 14"“ mrmsu“ ':ll“5 by the 51111-',t5 which teelt the bere eut te
“ 1 h 54I1'I Esititisl iii til-it-5 55mm te give l5?5cc-Ma itirig its debut at the

H ven 5auciten.r'G 5ialas

l'-lu rl:-u rgring 1555i-t m {Z5 i‘-ii av]

Persche 555 ‘ ah srtm e55,l3ri;l in class feurth reund ef the series, at Lenzerheide in
5wit:erland,was a 1.? 5pyder fer ven Trips and
the pretetype 551-t fer lien Fra nlten be rg.These

‘i T Elreelssllii Cunningham-Held Frsten Ma rtin D551 Th 33m 35s
pewer units weuld later appear in a number
ef werlts’-bacited machines in varieus eve ms.

1 F‘ Cellins,i'Ci Gerldebien Ferrari 3355- Th 3i'm Sh The hillciimb champienship was ultimately
E1 .li.Il HawtherntlÀ Triritignant Ferrari 31'5S Th 35m 13's wen bya tvlaseratl driver in 155?, leaving ii‘-en

centinued ever

5?



WUHLD 5|=e|=:Ts Can Cl-mm PICIHS HIP
4 Ll He_»g|ie|ig'E Berth __ _ _ Fer:-ghe 55015.
? Fl ven Fre nhenber J'H Echulze Persche SEDFI._. ..-._.__...'§|.- ,

T-"h -Wm I?5rI'151: In Eia 55
T-"h 55m 5551'.‘-End in Clams

12 H 5-r;|'|ilIer,|'.Pr He uhe rger Fc|r5|';|‘l-E SSDH 2 laps |I|IlIl|1.l'|,Il'l_|"3 r-|;l in Class.

Le Mans 24-heur Hece [23 June]
1 I BuehfFI Flecl-:hart Jaguar D-type 3'-2? laps
2 H 5a nderer: n|J'J Lawrence Jaguar D-type 3l9|aps
3 J Lu |:es.I“Jee n-Ma r1e' Jagua r D-type 3I?|ep5
E5 E Hugusfli G cle Beeufert _

Ewe-r:|i:=.|'| GP [H Au-gust¿

Persche 55D.¿. EBB IepsÀat in Class

1 J Eh-:-hraf¿ I‘-‘less Mar-Ereti I1-SE35 ‘I-I1-5 lap-5
2 F‘ Hi||.|'F" Cnlllns Ferrari 3355 I44 laps
3 J Br:|nnier|"G S-ta rla lli Frlaaerati 3l.'JI.'JE'r l3B|ape

Venezuelan GP [3 Hewerrlherl
F‘ Hi||.|'P' Cellini
L Fr'Iu5se.|'M Hawthern _
W 1r|:nTripsJ‘W Seidel

Ferra r1 3355
Fella ri 3355
Ferrari EEIDTH

l¿llaps
l¿¿leps
Q¿laps

H ven Henst-ein.fE Barth Fe rsche SSDFI. ‘EH Ia-psÀat in Clans
E H|.:|g|.i5|"E Crawford Persche 55IIl|I5|r SID |a|:|-5.|"I:-'.t in Claas

he-*

J5. Eliunlau-eI||'E G cle H-eaufurt

. -e --Ir. r . —r
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Fursche 550.5.
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Weifgeeg ven Tnpe en the Lenzemeiee hrlÀe¿m¿. where he Ieere-:3! the L? We
Cerrere engrime, en-:|' J:-eea‘ ‘Jr:-rr Freenfcenh-erg tn gave Persche e ene-[we ¿nish.

J‘-‘I'-_

"l|'-'..'r-“ "'.- _ -

‘IP-

Eeger Been fen the bridge) in the
Gemeen Greed Pm: er rhe NE-¿urgnng,

with the ,r:rri|reIe F1‘ Meeereti er’ Hens
Herrmann an hie eaghfe, and Hey

5eJvee'en"a F2 Ceeper eerrne. The
FemÀule Twe eetegery wee wen by

Eerfh, beetrivg er Ceeper inte secend
pfeee, befere De Bee uferf ceme herne

rn e sec:-:|nr:I Persche in -:rJm,n1'-5%-5 Jhe F2
eedfum en e eeerelrfng Her deg



Tries with enly a silver medal te shew fer his twe wins eut ef
siv events- Herrnrann was third, hut, by new, was representing
Eergward in this erteiting meterspert arena.

The F2 campaign
Fermula Twe alse returned in 195? after a tedele ef seasens
in the wilderness, theugh there was ne effr-tially rece-gnized
champienship anywhere ether than in Britain. New regulatiens
dictated that 1.5 litre MA engines running en pump fuel weuid
ferrn the basis fer the Fen11ula Twe cars ef 195?. ‘tien Hanstein
eensldered that the HEP-‘Z weuld be suitable {it actually needed
very little rnedi¿tatienl, and entered Persche fer the I95? Heirns
F2 race, held in July.

Llnfertunately, the RSI"-1 never made it te Heims, as it was
damaged by Urrriaerte 1'-riagifeii at Le ivians three weeks earlier
afterhitting Te nyEre-el-ts'Ji.sten Martin; in any ease,it wasdeerned

.|-_1'|

-I

te need further medifitatiens te rnal-te it mere cemeetitive
— it was used in hillciimb events enly ter the rest efthe seasen.
lnstea d, Christian Geet hals was left te re present the marque by
entering a privately-ewned 55-E1 Snyder iuniiite Fl,-e|::ren wheels
were net required by F2 regula tiens}. After euaiifying eighth, he
rnevied up three plates te ¿nish ¿fth everall in the race.

Twe 55i'JJ1. 5|:ryders were entered by the werl-rs fer the
Hiirburgring Crrand Pris event. driven by liriaglieli and Edgar
Earth- The latter - despite being relatively new in the Persche
earne {he was still eentracted te Bergward at the time] — teelt
advantage ef his ltn ewled ge ef the eeurse and wen the F2 Class
bya full |a|e.Ceunt Carel Credin de Eieaufert teeltthird in Class in
his |::-rivate ssea 5;:-yder, whilst Magiieii failed te ¿nish- Maglieii
was badly injured in a car era sh shertlyafter, bringing his sea sen
te an end.

Clare! de Eeeufert.

Hiisarde Hedrrguez.

59



n January 1955, Stirling Mess and Jean Eehra came third
everall tfrrst in Class] in the Euenes Hires i'lIlDDitF|'t Fiarte. Mess
sheuld have driven a Maserati, but the car was damaged
befere the race, se 'v'en Hanstein stepped aside and effered

him a drive in a1.E|lltre 55-tiiÀt. Earth alse wen hisClass in e regular
55i]Fr. it was the last time that the cempany relied selely en the
eld medel, as, by early is-'5e,the de¿nitive ?i E FiÀit had arrived.

The li5l{ era
Fit the 'i 955 Sebring i .1-heur event,the 5r:heiir'5eidei pairing came
third everall in their T-'1 SHE-i'i.just seven iapsdewn en the winners,
while the 1.5 iitre Behra.-‘E-iarth werlts machine was sidelined with
gearbe-:-r. preblem s. The E‘-515-Pr Ca rre re ef i.|"en Hanstein and Linge
put up an unbelievable perfermance te taite tenth everall land

i 5't.'i'ii'ri'_g' Mess gehlng re grips with the 55EI.~'Il in Argentine. |
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.=1rr ihtereshhg edveh pieced E
sh the February T955 issue

er lvleterepert by Frater-
ivash in the L-‘rt’

rt-"fr-P-U --

I qr.‘ Er Àu-I-ll r*_|r
F-a-,r1.|_p|_g_1

Class heneursi, which did
Pers-thee reputatien in the
States ne harrn at all-

Jean Behra and C-.iergie
Starlatti tame secend en
the Targa Flerie, winning
their Class in the precess
They used a finned 1.5 litre
i'iEiH5i'-’.:¿ns had ¿rstbeen
seen at Le Mans in 1e5i‘,
and, while seme drivers
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:11? iurrr @-
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Cine ef the wertrs Fifiris at Sebring. I

E-ehrs finished the Targa Ji‘l sesrtnd piece en his ttrst artentn-t at
this Siisriien elsssre. Cine ntagazine -netted it e rnerel tnistery fer ..s-=-=*""""
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which atse
nt-sites the rnest
et F-*ersehe's
seeeess in
the Eureeean
Hittettmizl

L
Pester reteased -I--rr|,,__ --—— '- ‘_ ' T‘ -
after the T555 -1
Targa Fibrin. J.

Gltamptenshie.

-I'!"" _

* I

itsI.¿tits
Lit
EM-'. '
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swere by them, ethers swere at them! Cinly I5 cars managed
te ¿nish. Starlattl ieintng Elarth In his werlts 55iJt1. — ene et mere
than ED entries that failed te be ciassi¿ ed in the end-

The hliirhurgrlng heated the feurth reund ef the werld
Champienship, but the ¿nned Eiehrat'Elarth Eli’. dreapped a valve,
se Barth jeined ven Franitenherg and De Eieaulert in the tleslng
stages te help push their 55-DP. inte sit-rth everaii, ene plate ahead
ef the 5t:heiI.fFrere H51‘-'..

t'-'tt the 1Ei5El Le Mans 2-'-i-heur Ftace, Eiehra and Herrmann
teelt their 1.5 litre I-‘IE FISH te third place everall and victery in
the twe-litre Class - the sister car was the enly Persche te retire.
The 1.5 litre F15 HSIE ef Edgar Barth and Paul Frere came feurth
- again, ¿rst in Class - whilst the twe 550-as entered teelt ¿rth
and tenth pla ca. By the waytthe mysterieus 'Frant:'whe appears

Ti-
_-

"IJ'

_ IE1,_ ___.

tin aeeident with the third FlSi~t' terse-ti Persche te use a
55tIttt at the ivtirhtrrgrrhg. her this aetttatty ¿nished ahead et
the enly HSK tett in the runrttng — the ether drepped eut with

er.-gt-1e treehte. Fins were teend te he a neeesstty eh the
HSFI at tttr's- die-rrteri dirtg Ciermert er'ret.|'.I't, but were herdty seen

during the remainder et the seasen. Nete the new aeeess
panei, resembitng that used en the |.-retry tirst 55tiis-

The 5511-ti that dist Se weti at the t"'-.I't.1't'iItttrgn'ttg, with Linge,
Strahie and tten Frsn.tenherg inspecting rnernentes trern the

ttititittnt ante.
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.-ti wants Ft5tt at Le ivians in recs This is the t E car that A rninc-r race at Zeiiweg nir¿etd in itiestnle. .-tiugest I955. Ernst
Eehra and Herrmann teei: te third eiace eve-rait lteget is nearest the camera in a 55tJA_. with Edgar Earth tin the

rniddiei. and Jean Behre c't’t'tv.'tigI the F? E‘ Ft5tt's. The event was
wen by lten Tnjes. aise driving a Persche, with Eehra secend

Trcphy race and Barth third.

in the results table later en. was an alias used by racer Jacgues
Eiewez-

The Teurist Trephy returned tn ¿nish elf the seasen. but
this time the histeric event was held at the Ge-ed weed circuit in
seuthern Engiand.C1'nly twe Persches were entered,se their ene-
twe in Class was a netable achievement -a almest as impressive
as the third place the Stuttgart marque garnered after all the

Echaeinsiend h.'i'ictirnh in .Jut'y
i Dashbeard et Elerth ‘s ii'Stt‘ that he used ter the Freii:wrg- |

tra‘;-rlf

"l-J‘:-ji--I‘-_



We HLD 5F'CIFiT‘..i Citii 'l:HiliMF"lCii'-l5HlF'
rres hires ititiillitrn {Ed Ja nuaryi

P‘ Hilli'F Cellins Ferrari ISEJTH IÀ¿laps
ii'i.l' ven Trip-s,i'CI' Erendebien Ferrari 2_"rl2lTFi TUE laps
5 Frtessi'J Eiiehra
E Earth.|"Fl Ir! ieres

F!i=-i.t~=tis.ttitt'-
Persche 55lEii5i

ted le_|1Eitl_s_t_iri_C_lass_
EIEI lapsÀst in Class

H '|r'iiiessei'J Ju ha n Persche E¿eilt El-ii lapsi'3rci in Class

Sebring ll-he ur Flace -[22 March]
F‘ H_ill_i'F Cellins
L Mr.|ssei'IEt G-endebien

Ferrari IEUTH
Ferrari 15-eTFt

IÀÀlaps
lsdlaps

H .t~shtIih'r.t:e|t!sl
C 1r"|.|'al|acei'B Heliziert

lie-rsche_?1_ti_. ii¿lt
Persche 55|iIii|5i

.15‘?-" li'P5t'15!. i". '-'5|i.t't-5
‘I53 lap-s.i'2nd in Cia ss

Targa Fierie [H May]
1 L Musset Ci Gendeblen Ferrari 25lIlTFi itllh 3-Tm 5-Es
2 J Eehrai¿ Scarlatti F"a-rsche_?‘lIi FISH l 1Elh -Hm 3Esi'i st in Class
3 W ven Trlpsiiirl Hawthern Ferrari 15EtTFi | Itilh it-1.-m 29s

l"ilurbu rgring iIIlCII]l-trri [I Ju nei

5 "Àeet-! .B'.a.'=tw"
M Ha|.t|.lthern,|"F' Celiirrs

Ftsten Martin DEH1
|='an'.-iri'is'tri'Fi " ' '

T-"h 23-m 33-s
Tt'h Iim lTt's

'U='I§I-l'

W ven Trlps,iCi Gendebien
Ft ven Frariiten laergt
C G de Bea ufdrt

Ferrarl 25-EiTlfi _ _
Persche 55IlZli"r

ith 33-m 15-s
3 laps dewnii st in Class

H 5-|:i1e|l,|"F' Frere Persche TI‘ i IEI HSF. 3 laps dewnflnd in Class

Le Mans Iii-h_ear Flaceiii-ti-I -Jun ti
F‘ Hil l.|'Cl Gendebie n Ferrari If-lI.‘ITFi 305 aps

Ll-1

E 1i‘ihiteheadi‘F" Whitehea
.l Hiehra,i'H Herrmann

iitsten Martin D535 .i"i.i3
F"ersii:l'|e rnaasr. ' est

aps
a|:isi"I sl.' in Class

'l-.I"I-l!I-

P Frerei'E Barth
C C1 -tie Bea ufnrti'H Linge

Persche it ‘i ti HEB‘. 290
Persche 55011 EBB

apstist in Class
apstincl in Class

_|r '-‘il- J i'-'.ergtieni"Franc' Persche 5511A 254 apstsrci in Class

Teurist Ttephy ii 3 September]

-I51-'5.-'-1

__1 §_fg§ess[[ii-[edits _.FI.5TD['l_f'iiEii'IiÀDEHi I-{iii
Fi Salve derl.iJ Eirabham itsten Marlin [Zll?lFt‘| I-t-S

_C_§i"i_e_li:yJ'§ Lewis-Eva ns _ii.steg Martin DE H1 i_-iii
.I Eliel'|ra,i'E Ba rth Persche Tl B F-i5l'i1 I-ii-II

_t-‘E5

EP5

Lien Tries at the Garstierg hrliclrrnh in august
htete the aiiirriiaiy eit ceeter arrangement ct the
wants cars with a sceep under the deer letting
air te the ceeler while wann air was directed

ttireegh the duct yust in frent at the wheat

aps

aps.t'I st in C-lass
lili- .§.i§.i'il.'.*_§'E'-T'!*ilr‘5i'l_'E"l'.7:...'T.|?1-*l".'?f__ .il‘I-‘.i5F.i".‘E §§P_‘llEi._.i .3.’-'_51..f*!E?'.~!':1l!"'_'§i .li?_l::_'FE§'.__

Behra altactring the rnetintsin at
'Z3'i'i'en-'vi'iiars - the tinat reund et

the hiiiciinihing seasen ter the
big-harne dnvers



Faster dectaring 'l.~"'t]ii
Trips E|'_Jmpean l-i'ii'.iciin1t';i
Ctianipieii

'.t'i.!‘¿“
llltlri

I-p-1. -_
--—--I-r

‘Àak-I|.—-——|l—i
I-|_ I_|
1q"-1'-—-I
Kill

II-I-r-1|--r- —-I|r—-
-l'I|-

q.I-la-|.|—.l. I L-
IQILJ

|__| -. _Ia.

‘ qu-
-Elk?

._ _ -I_ I-I
-1-

—'I.1 k----ILZ-L
L1I—|

h I'_' H--I ‘Id--I II —|

I-‘I-I-:IIhIl1I 1"
-r-|-Ir

iI—IZ

Eberhard Mahle

,pI-I.

À

Jean Behra

yea re peints were added tegether. Persche was beaten enly by
Ferrari and hsten Martln,beth maiters using rnaclilnery with tar
g rea ter engine ca pa cities.

Cit the nen-champienship sperts car races, Behra, whe
was iater declared German Sperts Car Champien ii5{iCl Class}
wen the three-heur event at Heuen in June, the race attached
te the German Grand Pfiit in the ¿rst weel-: et August, and the
iirvusrennen in September. Christian Heins and Paui Strahle wen
the Messina it]-heur Fiace in Sicily, and there was a Persche ene-
twe-three at Eeltweg.

Ceunt Welfgang Eerghe ven Trips started racing private
Persches befere meving up te a werlts drive. Bern in 19251, his
pr-emislng career was cut shert in test when his Ferrari Fi car
crashed — he died,ta iting 14 spectaters with him.Hewever,during
1955-Lwhen entrants were restricted te 1.5 litre machines. he wen
three ef the sii-t hillclimbs in the series eutrig ht fer Persche, and
was duly decia red Eurepean Hillclimb Champien-

The FIE pregramme-
its early as ‘it-353, Ferry Persche had hinted that Persche might
beceme in veived with C1-rand Priit racing.in Ctcteber 1955, the CSI
anneunced that Fermula Cine weuld run with i-5 litre -cars with a
minimum weightef SlitÀlitg ii iliitllbi fer iEt-Eli . hlaturaliy,thissuited
Persche dewn te the greund,as the engine site was already at
its preductien capacity and the weight weuld net present any
prebiems.

in the meantime, Persche centinued te ¿eld the HSHI in
Fermula Twe races. Fer the I955 event at Fieims, ‘tien Hanstein
entered the eit-El-a rthi'Fre re HSFE that had wen its Class at Le Mans.
ltfeatured an updated rear suspensien,and a central driving seat
and steering wheel- With tail ¿ns, an aluminium tenneau cever
tepped by a wrapareund screen,a fresh panel ever the engine,
and rear wheel spa E,it was et-ttre mely aeredynarnlc and, in erder
te save weight, the spare wheel and lights had been remeved.
Jean Behra dreve the car and wen quite easily frem Peter Celllns
in a Ferrari Ctine i 55, with ene ef the ubic|uite us Ceepers ceming
heme in third.

The ca r was eut a gain [a l be itslightly med i¿ed} fer the Germa n
Grand Friit at the hl¿rburgring, with Eiarth ta iting it te sittth everall
and secend in Class after qualifying it {minus tail ¿ns and wheel
spatsi in the middle ef the wide feurth rew. It stayed in Germany
fcir the Ele rlin Grand Priit at AVUS, held in late September. Masten
C1-regery dreve the machine en this eccasien, winning his heat,
and then went cin te win the FI Class-The fastest time recerded at
the event was, semewhat irenically, that set by Jean Behra in his
rather rnere standard Fi5ltZ it h Hem ate. against the America ni-s th
SE-m 5.'tsl]- its such, the Frenchman wen the race eve rail, despite
having what sheuld have been an inierier rnc-unt!
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orgward of¿cially withdrew from racing in the early
part of 1959. so Porsche won the European I-lillclimlo
Championship easily through ea:-Borgwarcl star Edgar
Earth. who toolc three overall victories in ¿ve rounds

to clinch the title. with other Porsche exponents second and
third. Apart from Barth. El-orgwarcl also had _lo Bonnier and Hans
Herrrnann in the I955 tearn, out the company was in serious
¿nancial trou hleand soon atterwa rd was sold to the government.
Bonnier followed Barth‘s lead and joined the Stuttgart rnaiter,
white Herrmann also heca me involved with Porsche, although, in
his case. it was more lil-te a return home attera ls-rief et-tcu rsion.The
German would have a full season with Porsche again in 1950.

Competition in 195%}
The '5essiar.il-ioll:=-ertpa l ring tool-ta C lass victory-in the I959 Sebring
12-hour Bace with a 1-5- litre ‘customs r’car,actually ¿nishing just
two laps down on the 1.5 litre worl-rs car driven lay ‘v'on Trips and
Bonnier. which placed them third overall. llitoulsle wlshoones
and coil springs were used at the rear on the majority of worlts
cars for 1959. incidentally, and a new. lightweight transa;-tie was
also introduced. Ely now, the 1.5 litre powerplant was producing
around i5'Bbhp at ?B{iBrpm, while the 1.5 litre version I[54?t'4]I
put out 1|B-till:-hp, and the rarely seen 1.? litre Type 5sl?,t5 lump
gave iT"'IIil:thp — iiltilshp per litre in a normally—aspirated engine
being quite something for the t|n1e.Ctnly the ‘v'on [Jory BEE failed
to ¿nish in Se l::-ring, lsut. shortly after. ‘uion Dory and iviie res won
at Eiaytona in a non -charnpionship eooltrn rat-:e.whlch rnust have
more than made up for this clisa ppointment.

The drearn team of von Trips and Bonnier in a 1.a litre
H5l't tailed to deliver the goods in Sicily due to a lorolten rear
suspension. although Bonnier. in particular. set a blistering pace
that even the trig Ferraris couldn't match.The Herrmanntti.-taglioli
REF. also dropped out. this time due to transmission trouble. its
interesting to reÀect that the German ace stayed with hisstra nded
car for 13 hours to I-teep it safe from unsavoury cha|acters,which
loegs the question: would todayt. Erancl Print drivers lse so loyal
to their employers?

Despite these setoaclts, though. Edgar Earth and Wolfgang
Seiclel gave Porsche its second victory in the classic event,
averaging 5?.1mph isr.atpni for the course with their 1.5 litre

EB

The ‘oustorneÀ version ot the ?tB HEB. A toteiot.iiF or these
5?5trgr’t.EEi5llTt oats were tttritt ti": i559. many oi’ them going to
.!trnen'ca. where they sottt for arotincl E-‘BBBB apiece — not that

much -zrtttteront to the lI3'i'.»t .fit3',Bi.I'B oping asiroti tor the oars
tn Gerrneny. t3hass.~snu.'nt:-ers for the FiSi~‘.' senies. tnoittoiihg

tactoty cars. ran from ?tB-tiltiit to FIB-BBB.

HER [Bonnier had set fastest lap when he was still running}
Behind them was a swarm of Porsche drivers - iv1ahle,i5trahle,i'
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'i.S litre Class honours with a private HSlf., actually Woato Steers Cite Cnarvuaiorrsnivbeating the worl-ts car ofivion Trlps.fBonnier. Selsrlrrg 12-hour Race [21 March]At Le l‘v'rans,all sis Porsches entered [¿ve ?1B
1 [J G-urney.i'C Daigh Fe rra ri ZSBTB ‘ B-B lapsFtSits and a single Ssilihl failed to ¿nish.ti. different

camshaft had been tried on the worlts cars, but, E J H-ehra.fC ritllison Ferrari 1SiIl'TFt '-B-If la ps

-|irl.v.i-
obviously, the advantages on pa per were heavily
outweighed by the disadvantages in reality. Elaclc

W von Trlpstl Bonnier
El Holbert,|'EZl Sesslar

Porsche]"1B FtSi'Z
ForscheTi'lEi FtS-iii

‘B4 la psti st in Class
'-B-I la ps,i"l st in Class

-l:|Jlr.|'r

tothe drawing board
With four of the ¿ve rounds completed, there

J FltchtE Barth
.I M chieetlt Miles

Porsche ]"1B FtSi'i
Porsche T-'13 FtSi'i

‘B1 lapstlnd in Class
’ T3 la psi'3rd in Class

wasa large gap before the ¿nalevent inthe World
Championship calendar. Being a man that loved
his ra cing, Jean Behra entered the sports oar race

Targa Flcrrio [2-il ivtay]
'l E Bartht W Seidel Porsche TIE! FES-H 'l'lhiI|'2m 1h.f'lst in Class

during the German Grand Pris weeitend at Ptv'US.
but died at the wheel of his RS iii. Eiom in 1921, his

2 E lvtahletP StrahletH Linge
3 H von Hansteinfh. Pucci

11h 22in 21s.f2nd in Class
iih 3 i m s'i-i'is.f'lst in Class

Porsc he SSBH
Po rsc he 35E-A Carrera

memorable racing career had spanned about a
decade. Fortunately, De Beaufort was luc I-tier than hliirburgring iiIliIliIllcm {If .l|..|ne]iBehra. tor, having gone over the r'5r'i.fl.lS banlting as
well, his car landed on its wheels and, amazingly, 1 S lv'iosst_i Falrmart Aston Martin DBB1 Iih 33m 1Bs

2 Ci GendebientP Hill Ferrari 2SiIITFt Th 33m SS5continued in the race! Hans Herrmann was luclty
to survive an horri¿c crash in the EHM he drove in LI.l' T Brooltsti Behra Ferrari 25-i]TFt Th Som e¿s

-Ii LJ iv'laglioli.i'H Herrm ann Porsc he Tlti HSH Ifh -tliitm ST-'st1st in Classthe German Grand Pris the nest day. bringing an
awful two days to a close- I'J'I H 'i.|"r'alter,fr"t He ube rger Fo rsc he Ti'lEi FiSl'i 2 la ps clowntlst in Class

"i-.lThe TT at Good wood wasoriginally scheduled
to run for four hours.but,in order to matte ltguaiiry

W von Trlpsfl Eton hi e r Porsche T-"lit FtSi'i S la ps downtind in Class

as a round of the World Ch am pionship, had to be
ei-ttended to sir-t. It turned out to be an eventful

Le i'-ilans 24-itour' Hace [11 Jun e]|
1 Ft Salvas|oritC Shelby F-ston Martin DBFII 3 24 laps

race, to say the least.Wea ring number 22, the 1.5 E M Trintig na nti'F' Fre re Aston Martin DEER] 313 la ps
litre FISH of'v'on Trips and Bonnier led for a while,
but the la rger-engined Aston ¿nally overhauled it.

3 .I EllatontL Elemier Fe rra ri ISIBGT ESE laps

The l"r'iagliolir"Elarth F-iSliI ¿nished a long way down Tou-ist Trophy [S September]the ¿eld, whilst the third factory car {shared by
'l S l'r'ross,i'.i Feirma nJ'C Shelby Aston Martin DBIHI EM la psHans Herrmann and Chris Eristowl crashed out.
2 W von Tripsfl Bonnier Porsche HS FtSi'i 223 la psr'1 st in ClassWith wins in Germany, France and England,

the Frston Martin eguipe won the World Sports 3 CI C1endebien.i'T Biroolts Ferrari 1SIElTFt 223 la ps

Car Championship title. with Ferrari second and
Porsche third, just three points behind the British
victors. ru lea st the Swiss driver. Heini Walter. was
declared the German Sports Car Champion iIiS{iiL'i Class] in 1SS'B',
after campaigning a private FiSlt. FtSl'is also had a superb year
in SCCA racing, as well as other events, with i-ten Miles [winner
of the US season opener at Pomona in California]. .lacl-t I"-ilchfee.
Don Sesslar, and Bob Holbert er-tcellent representatives for the
Porsche marque.

Porsche si ngie-seate rs
although contracted to Ferrari for 1sS';i.ant:l so unable to drive
the car whenever there was a clash of interests, Jean E-ehra still
commissioned his own Porsche-based F2 single-seater. Built
around a ‘rtalerio Colotti-designed spacetrame chassis, Colotti
{an er-t-liilaserati man} drew up the new design to accept the

T2

12 Ll ivtagllolltE Barth Porsc he ?IB FtSl't 19? la pstlnd in Class

mechanical components from a two-seater ti E FtSit.h.s Behra was
a Fre nch man, he had the ‘Ben ra-Porsche'p-ain ted in a traditional
French racing blue-

At the same time, a programme was instigated so that
Porsche would have an open-wheeled F2 car for ISSSI. using it as
a test-bed for the proposed F1 machine for 1'i.3il'Ei1. Wllhelin Hild,
Helmuth Bott and Hans Meager developed the car alongside the
'customer'FtSl=i,and even gave it a Type I-'1 BIZ designation rather
than iis own distinct project number.

it was interesting to see other Grand Pris teams advocating
what Porsche had always believed — the engine is better olt at
the bacicjust behind the driver. The Cooper F1 car of 195? was
the ¿nal proof,and prompted more to follow. However, it was not
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-Pitcher-ti vori Frahtrehherg won the UASC i-ih.t
race on 5 July. he I .Ei titre 55|1"-it-‘Jr beatirig the

PSH at Ernst voget and the i-B ittre SSBA
oi‘ r‘vi'i1'itro,ie Bostc- 'v’oge.i' got his revenge tater
in the year at the Grae rtiit¿etd. ihctciehtaiijv.
the .SSfJ.=5t and 'r'on Fre-rrtrenh erg were atrio

ihvotveci in a recorti-breattirig session
cerlciuctod hy Patti Strahic and i-torbon‘ Linge.

It
--"1...

.-its with the toss at Peter Cfoitihs. and then Mitre
i'-tawthoir-_, the cieath of ..|'eari Behra was fett by
everyone to rhotors,oort.. Tire neath characters
in this 1555 picture are Htischi-to von Harrstoiri
twhtte iunipeti. irtrbtfgang von Trips iwith
camara,i_. o'Ettt.o Behra tin cart, and Edgar Eiarth.
seen on the far right.

T3
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Porsche's first proper sirrgie-seater - the rrera FE‘ car or
t-‘L-H59 vintage.
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c|uite as melodious as an ltaiian thoroughbred. with one racer
llltening the er-ihaust note of the Porsche Formula racing cars to
"duclts fa rtin‘ through long gra ss!"

With Se bring behind it, Porsche concentrated on the slngte-
seater,and had it running by April 'l9S9. Running modi¿cations
found on the worlts FtSl=is were employed. along with a new
transmission, but otherwise the car was very much the same as

T4

the 1.5 litre Type rte under the sltin. save for the new narrow
chassis frame and detail changes that this necessitated.Testing
on the lltlalmsheim Air¿eld in the presence of Ferry Porsche.
and then at the I‘-ii_irburgring in the ¿rst weelt of May, proved
successful, and the car was entered for the 1959 Monaco C1-ra nd
Prlit, where the Behra-Porsche was also malting its debut.

With Behra contracted to drive for Ferrari, Maria Teresa de
Flllppls handled the Behra-Porsche in Monaco. but failed to
qualify it.FIs for the worl-is F2 Porsche. this was sent unpainted to
Monte Carlo fthere simply had not been time to spray the body}.
with ‘rton Trips assigned to drive it. He did well in c|ualit'ying
igetting in amongst the Fl cars] though. unfortunate|y.crash-ed
the vehicle on the second lap of the race,tal-ting out the Lotus of
Bruce Halford and Ferrari of Cliff Atlison in the process-

in the middie of the season, Behra at last had a chance to

_ :_._
_
Q-ll.
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| 'v'orr Trips .ll‘l action ptiotiirg the T "i are in tvfon te Carlo-

drive his own machine in anger_Wolfgang Seidel.Carel Godin de
Beaufort. and Christian Goethais all had ftSits that were ca pabie
of being converted to central cocltpit models. and these were
entered for the 1959 Pau Grand F'rii-t- Also. there was the Behra-
Porsche, which quali¿ed on the front row [this time driven by
Eiehra himself]. and a conventional FtSf'i driven by Harry S-chell.
After leading brieÀy, Behra oould muster ¿fth place only at the
end and Schell ¿nished eighth — the only Porsche ¿nishers.

For the Fteims event,the factory's single-seater was repaired
following i¿ Monaco debacle. _lo Bonnier toolt third place,
behind Stirling tvioss [Cooper-Borg ward) and the Behra-Porsche.
driven on this occasion by Hans Herrmann. Interestingly. ‘v'on
Trips managed ¿fth in a worlcs Fi:Sli with central steering lchassls
T1S~Bt]?},¿nishing within a few seconds of the Cooper{lim art in
fourth.
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iviarie Teresa cle Fiitppis in Attirougir otiiciatty a Fornruta
the Behra-Porsche at the Cine race, Carat Godin do

tvionaco Grand Pris. Beautons HSH was aiinweci-- ._ . .. M mam up mm nUmDw5 ¿n

At the German Grand the grid for the Dutch Grand
Priit held at the AUUS circuit. t3’i'iir,heit:|'at§i'-t.tndvooi1‘oit.S'i
Behra — who. by now. had left tviay. '."'ii'ti-err the ttag tiropped
the Ferrari camp - entered his arid ..lo Eonnter's EF'fvt vvas
Spyder for the sports car race declared the wirirrec De
on the day before the Grand .Ete.1=in'tn.n' was eeveriteps
Priit.and the Behra-Porsche for behihd, but ilicdsrhed tenth
the main event. Sadly, he never nevertheless atter several
got to drive his F2 car. as the Ft retirements. Atteaet
Frenchman lost his life in the De Beaufort won proper
Spyder. As a sign of respect. ep-on‘s cer races at Spa end
the Porsche team withdrew its innsbrtrc-it during the yeat

‘I!-gÀÀ J!" a
'1}-r

entries for the weel-te nd and
the Eiehra-Porsche eventually
went to the Ca moradi team.

After the Behra-Porsche was passed to Lloyd Casner’s e-quipe.
it came 12th in the 1915-El Argentine Grand Pris with Masten
Gregory at the wheel. Later in the year. in July. it was seen during
the practice session of the German Grand Pris, but Herrm an n, its
driver, later drove a worlrs car instead. Fred Gamble toolt tenth
at the l9oiIi italian Grand Pris. but the Behra-Ftorsc he's best days
were well and truly behind it.

in the meantime.the worlrs r
single-sea ter acquired better Hans Herrmann on his way
coachworlt.aim ed at improving to second ptace with the
its aeroclynamiu and the way E'efira—F'oi'sct1e at earns.
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l fl¿ff '5' Haiti“ ven Trips ctrctt.iat‘irrg the svtis tractr in the restyied rrera

before F'orsct're wrthcirew frorri the race

in which air was fed to the engine. The car also gained some
peint for the ¿rst time in its career, but, after practice with ‘lion
Trips. it was withdrawn from the A'v'lJS event as a sign of respect
following Behra‘s fatal accident.

Jo Bonnier was sent to Brands Hatch in August,.and ¿nished
fourth in the ltentlsh too event. Stirling Moss was impressed
enough by the Stuttgart machine to test it at Good wood a weelt
later. with the res u it that Hob ‘vita l l-ter was loa ned a worlrs F 2 ca r for
Moss‘ use for the whole of the lShiSIIi season.The English maestro
said: "The only bad things about that car were Its gearchange
and the way it looked!’

TE

Edgar Etarth

i-terhr Waiter



erry Porsche once said: "Prior to a motor race a certain
number of problems have to be solved because otherwise
the other manufacturers would win- This impulse is
ezcceedingly important for progress and particularly the

guiclt progress of engineering. it should not be said that ours is
an er-tceptional position because we only build cars that have a
sporting tendency and which bear an obvious relationship to
sporting success. We aim design for other companies and our
er-tperie nce drawn from sports cars in this manner also bears fruit
in other designs-"'ln other words. use racing car technology to
improve the road ca r. which was a statement of fa ct in Stuttgart.
not the wishful prose ofan advertising agency.

Even by i¿ own standards. this was a remarl-table year
for Porsche, with Wilhelm l-iild and his team of Ed men in the
Competition Department worlting at full tilt in order to prepare
a wide range of vehicles - new and old - for the worlts effort in
the World Sports Car Championship, Formula Two,the European
Hillclimb Championship. and the increasingly important Gran
Turismo {GT} series,not to mention getting icustomer'cars ready
for the many motorsport enthusiasts around the world eager to
get their hands on the latest Porsche machinery.

The HSEEI
The esso had a larger windscreen than the FtSH to comply with
new FIA regulations for 1SIiSt]-. The rules also stipulated that
cocitpits should be closer to road car standards. signi¿cantly
wider iiitlmmteain. in Porsches case. reguiring changes to
the spaceframe}. and accessible through larger doors, and
that vehicles should have reasonable luggage space: after
trying to malte enough room under the front hood, a suitable
compartment was later mounted above the gearbort at the bacit.
Cltherwlse, the FlSiSi] was essentially similar to the I-'15 from the
previous year.e.'rtcept for the slightly longer wheelbase fin crease
of 1C'iiIi-mmiS.9in to aid stability and improve ha ndling}, a subtle
modi¿cation to the bralt.es,and the use of -=lJ it i5 wheels rather
than the old-fa shio ned ld—inch rims of yore, the latter shod with
uossply tyres of S.SiJ section up front and S.S"B at the rea r.

The batch of’customer'cars that followed a run of four worlts
machines as winter drew to a close justi¿ed the eitpense of
developing the updated vehicle. putting money baclt in the pot
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Plenty or interest for Porsche tans in all the major
motorsport cfr'scioiines in J‘t9i3[.|.

to fund the factory's competition eicploits- Wendler continued
to build the bodies. which played host to a i.S litre S4Ti'3
engine. rated at iSobhp DIH. or a 1.t- litre 5*-ith’-i unit. the eittra
displacement releasing ten more horses. Both powerpia nts used
Weber carburetters and a 9-Bzl compression ratio. incidentally.
The 1.? litre S4I".tS lump, occasionally ¿elded by the worlts,
was now pumping out ieEi-bhp- These three capacities gave
privateers and the factory team a number of options, as each
event had different brealts in classes determined by engine site
- in addition to the tlddlers, some speci¿ed ISGB, others 1SiL'IiIiI,
and. of course. EIBIJIB and BIBBCI. The bigger engine also allowed
¿tment of a larger fuel tanlt - a useful bonus on long-distance
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Fony Pomchcs eon, F A ‘Euler F-‘orscho lrightl. .oa_y.-hg
attention to detail whilst discussing the cocltpit arrangement
of the l3i‘E-‘Bill. while Wilhelm Hild ioolrs on behind him. Butirl
would become a valuable asset in the styling studio. and

ultimately established Porsche Design after lea vlng the tamily
futd. hloie ttie latest dual fuel tarilt arrarrgerrierrt up front.

with a combined capacity of B-S" litres ll ?.B imperial gallohsi
as standard, although l'-E' titre worlrs cars were pernittted to

use a itIhS' titre l.L‘.’-E‘ galloni tanlt.

events. At Le Mans, the Setiil-powered cars had an B-Bmm bore
to talce them just over the 1-BCiiIlcc brea lt. thus giving Porsche the
chance to employ one of these tanl-ts with an er-:tra so litres its
Imperial gallon} capacity.

The Italian connection
The BBB Carrera models had proved er-ttremeiy popular with
enthusiasts H far more popular than e:cpected, as it happens.
Helmuth Bott remembered: “At ¿rst we er-tpected to build only a
verysmallseries,but demand was far higher than we thought,and
the Ca rrera had a good name. despite some service problems.”

ironically, this popularity led to prod uction dlf¿ culties,
prompting the introduction of the Type S92 powerpia nt for road
car use. For this engine. the cranlr-shaft‘s roller-bearings were
replaced by plain bearings. and,altho ugh the Carrera was a little
late catching up with FIA regulations. the units capacity was
increased to 1S:BTcc by enlarging the bore to BI-'.Smm. as per the
S-ll tie racing ¿at-four. lila us von Fliiclter was the man behind the

TB

wont ih progress
in the Gt mpetition

Department. Tipping
the scales at 5-Biflttg

f l'E'TGtb,l. the Fi'5Eii'i"s
weight was rrir_rch the

same as that of the
strict l'-TShf. despite

the longer wheelbase.
hlolo tho ltrsobolr

location on the mart
blaclt dashboard

panel. allowing
electrical circuits to be

revived titiicl-ter.
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Ctompleted
‘customer’ oars
being rolled out oi’
the hallowed Wsrlr
l worltshops tt'l the
blealr coridttioris of
a Stuttgart wirrter
{chassis batch
numbers. lricluding
Fl¿¿is. ran from
TtB-tItSt to Tid-

I-“Ir-lo

-—-'1'"

til
tr’

lr'l'T;|' .It
hi J._|-1| .r'

The Porscha-Abarth Ctarrera GTl_ also linown as the|J9B,i. Factory racers
{with lower chassis
numbers. always lt‘l
the torite-'s,l usually
had built-ih driving
lights situated each
side oi‘ the central
air infaire. and
did awey with as
many unnecessary
components as
possible. such as
the lllmsy loldihg
hood. in order to
reduce weight.

I5-95|."'=i5 pictured at the -ilberth worlrs The body was not
only narrower but also 25mm |'5inl lower than a standard

B555 it was some -=lSltg it tllillttnl lighter too lilote the Abarth
badge on the front wing. and also the exposed iaoiong point

— something seen on only the lirst couple of oars

'ii'rew under the front lid of the Abarth Everything was a
tight ft .lTl the Zagato boofv including the drrversl

The elegant lino of the ‘customer FlSiEitt Snyder Although
the vasthi improved seating was appreciated especially
dunhg longer events. dnvers were not at all lreen on the new
windscreens. l'Ei'-i'.]'iJil"-i9Cl' by the latest FlA regulations indeed
twenty ot the top racers of the time issued a strongly-worded
complaint to those malting the rules lt'l Pans tollowrng the
tiflilfllrm Fiacs in Argentina
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change te plain bearings fer the Carrera — reller-bearings were
simply tee niuch hassle ter anything but very limited preductien.
Having said that, heweve r, a number ef Carrera engines were
built up with reller-bearings alter the change pc:-int in rnid-I955.
as these we re undeubtedly better fer cempetitien werlt.

The Carrera had been drepped when the Super 9-D arrived.
Hewever, in ‘I915-D, Fleutter built 4t] lightweight Carrera ceup-es
featuring bucket seats.plei-tiglass side wind ews.bigg er fu el tanlw
and enhanced bralclng. Fer tracii: use enly, they gave between
l25bhp and l35lehp. depending en the etchaust system.

At the same time, te meet the ever-increasing threat frem
Ftlfa Hem ee and Letus, Persche elcpleited Fli"-. rules te their limits
and had e new Carrera rnade ready te l-teep its pesltlen at the tep
ef the 15130 Class.

Wendler {vv he made the Persche Spyder bediesl was aslted
te c|uete en new lightweight bedies, as was Eagate, threugh
Earle Fibarth. Abarth, whe had breught the Cisitalia preject te
Gmund, was married te Anten F'iech’s secretary, and, tegether
with He-delfe Hruslta. was the Persche representative in Italy.
Ultimately, Iagate ef Milan wen the centract, but wanted its
name ltept eff the machine, presumably because ef clese linl-ts
with F"-ersch e’s cernpetiters, Alia Hentee and Lancia. Designed by
France 5-cagliene and built by Eagate. it was the t-'tbarth badge
that appeared en the be-dy's Àanks-

l'-let that the 3515 was an aered yna mic disaster by any mea ns,
but the abarth,l::ieing designed ter a speci¿c purpese, was_|ust
that much better. Scagliene succeeded in creating a wind-
cheating shape that was lewer and narrewer than the 3555. plus
far sm eether, tha nits te gentler curves in the lenger nese and a
laclt ef bumpers,as well as a hcrst pf beautiful details lilte sunlten
deer handles and subtle bulges in the trailing edge ef the frent
lid te get air meving cleanly ever the windscreen wiper pests.
Previeusly wasted pewer needed te cut threugh the air ceuld
new be put te better use. in additien.with a he melega ted limit te
adhere te, the weight saving accerded by the use ef aluminium
panels and a yery basic interier allewed the chassis te be further
strengthened. giving the engineers a perfect platierrn an which
tci wcirlt their magic.

Persche shipped E'-5EiE- tT-5} chassis te Italy. which were then
medl¿ed by Eagate and the bediess fitted befere the assemblies
were sent bacl-t te Stuttga rt fer the Cem petitien Department te
fit the mechanical ce-mp-en ents.

Metive pewer was prcwided by the l.Ei litre, plain-bearing
Type d-H2, feu r-cam engine, usually in seats guise with its higher
9-5:] cempressien ratie [upped frem 9.5:ll,, Weber carburetters
and 12-velt electrlcs.Thls unit, linked tci a feur-speed gearbcnc,
preduced a healthy 1l5bhp,and areund ltl¿lbft ef terc|ue was
available.

Apprestimately 25 chassis were reserved by Persche fer the
Ftbarth-Carrera prpject, altheugh, eventually, enly 1|} er-tamples

were built [the ¿nal chassis, number i 111.11, was actually 11019
rel::rullt].The ¿rst car was ready in the spring ef let-EI. with teur
er ¿ve made ready fer werl-ts-appreyed driyers by the time the
Eu rape-an racing sea sen began in earnest.

Sperts car review
There was a welceme return fer the Buenes litires ltjltitllltm Hace
in lElErI.Il, altheugh 'v'c|-n Trips had meved te Ferrari during the
pest-seasen actlylty. Graham Hill ljal-ta 'iv1r iv1enace'] jelned the
Persche team. and. with Je Eliennier in a l.~Ei litre HEP-'.. cemplete
with a new-style windscreen, gave the Stuttgart mal-ter a Class
win [third everall} in Argentina. ‘v'en Ellery then led heme a string
pf Ftilris, including the factery car cif HerrrnanntTrlnl:lgnant. The
Fi'5i'i. ef Ge ndebien.-'Eiarth — anether fresh werlts pairing — retired
en lap 53 when an eil pipe fractured.

Using a new car, Ulivier Gendebien and Hans Herrmann
claimed everall victery in the Sebring 12-heur Fiace, beating a
gaggle ef Ferraris te the Àag. indeed, it was a geed weel-tend
fer the German manufacturer. as the Eiendebien.-‘Herrmann
car was fellewed herne by anether Persche, the secend-placed
H550 entered by Elrumes Persche — a name that weuld beceme
legendary in. LIE racing circles.

Je Eennier and Hans Herrmann wen the Targa Flerie in
irn presslve style in ene ef the tvve werlts ldtecc Fi5ti-Eis-vltinnlng
at a n ayerage ef 59‘.E:-m ph (95.3 ltph}, they alse claimed fastest la p.
By ceming ¿fth, Barth and Hill wen the letld E-parts Class with

ti tense ntentent l’-er Je Eiennter en the Targa.
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The feur wertts entered F‘-ersches that campargned the l_e
tltlaes .'-24-heur Haee {there were alse twe prrva te entries}
tvearest the camera ts the Abarth at Linge and Walter" and

l 5 ’ ’ “ ” 9'” ti l esse te lintsh the event

a factery 15ElI-‘cc H5-|5=[J, and the new Persche-titbarth teelc GT
hen-puts. beating a l'-l.PI.Fl.’T Ferrari Dine 1965 aleng the way.

Other than the EiarthtHlll P5513 crashing eutthe hlurburgrlng
1EI{l[ll-tm Race {alse in May}, was a great success fer Persche.
Granted. the Eienniert¿endeblen pairing came secend in their
REED behind Mess and Gurney in a Maserati Tip-e til, but it was
ene ei three Class wins. The Llngetdreger car was an Abarth,
sure eneug h, but had disc bra lces en test, meaning it had te run
as a sperts car rather than a E-T medel.The factery alse ran an
etcperimental 35155 Super Ell], the latter featuring fuel-injectien
and an inc redlble feur-pipe ezcha ust system that had te be seen
te be believed. It ¿nished In l'?th,¿ye laps dewn eri the leaders.

This left enly Le Mans te ¿nish cl-ff the Champien ship, as the
Teurist Trephy we restricted te ET cars fer teed. Feur Fi¿des
were sidelined with engine maladies,twe ef them werlts entries;
needless tcr say,5tuttgart hierarchy was far frem pleased with the

B2

Fl5t~is were shit eut tn terce .lt'l thther events tn the States
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Weste Seems Cris Cnssieiensnlt
Euenes Hires liiiiiiltrti [S1 Jattuaryf

1 F HillJ'C Fillisen Ferrari ESIIJTH ‘US laps
I 'l.I'l|' 1.teriTrips|"l-'-i Ginther Ferrari 15l]'TFt 'D5|aps
3 _ J EtennlertG Hill
5 .l'-'t ven Eiery,fF" ven Dery

Perscheifltt HSI-'2
Persche TIE HSH

‘ Ell la pst lst in Class
' [Ill] la F.|5_|l|1f'ld in Class

S _ C Geetli-alsJ'C Delfesse Persche TIE! HSH ‘ DD la pstilrd in Class

Sebring I2 heur Fiace [Ed Matchl-
l _Cl Eende|:rienJ'H Herrmann I Persche I-"13 H5=l5tl1'
2 El Helbert,|'F't Schechter l Persche TIE! HS-ii-ill

1'95 lapsti st in Class
151? la psl'2n-tl in Class

S _ F‘ LevelytJ l'-lethercutt Ferrari ES-lIlTFl 1EtS laps

Ta rga Flerie i-El May]-
l J Eienniert H Herrmann Fc|rscheTi"IlS H515-IlIl Th 33m lIlSis,f'lst in Class
2 _ W venTrlpstF' Hill
S Ct Gen-del:iient'H Herrrnann

Ferrari Dine 24455
FerschetlÀ HSSIJ

T-ih 39m 1 is
Th -=11 m slestit nd in Class

5 E Elartlt-.fG Hlll Persche i"lEl H5151} T-ih Sslm list lst in Class
IS F‘ Strahlet'H Lin ge F'erscl1a—.Flba rth GTI. Eih llllm tl¿stlst in Class

i'-iurburgiing idtllil ltrn £22 May]-
l S l'il'less,fD Gurney Maserati Tipci Eil Th 3l|T| 4Ds

2 _ J Eliennlerttlt Gendeblen
S C P-llisentw fvlairesse

Persche TIE H545!)
Ferrari 25l1'TFl

Th Elem 33st1st in Class
T-'h 35m -'-'l-'-‘ls

4 H Her r rna nn,ffvl. Trintig na ht Fic|rscheTi"IE FES-I5-{ll Th 3I"m 5-Eis,f2 ed in Class
Er _Hihl'a|tertTl.e-singer
Ti" 5- 'Ereger,l'H Linge

Persche T-"IS FISH
Persche-A barlh lespt

It laps dewnt i st in Class
3 la ps dewnti nd in Class

S _ C Cr de Eleaufert.i'F Frere
ll] F 5trahle,l'H-J Walter

Persche TIE HSSI]
Fe rsche-A ba rth GTI.

4 la ps dewntSrci in Class
-il la ps clewn,fIst in Class

_ 13- GI’-iechtH Sta-usberg Persche-Fl ba rth GTI. -'-l la ps clewntSrci in Class

Le hians 24-heur Ftacu [as Junei
1 Ct Geri-del:iient'F' Fre re Ferrari ESUTH 313i-Elpi
2 Fl Hedrigu eettt Pilette Ferrari 25-I1-TFl SbÀlaps
S J Clarl-u'H Salvacleri hsteri Martin IJBH1 3DSlaps

ll] H Linge,l'H-J Walter Fe rsc he -til ba rth GTL EISHI lapstlstin Class
l l E Elarthtw Seldel Perscheifltt H515-IJI 253 lapstlstln Class

ilth everall after it lest three ef its ¿ve gears. in
any case. it was anether Class win in the bag. -and
altheugh there was disa ppeintment at net winning
the title after geing te the Sarthe with a peints lead
eyer Fe rra ti, Persche ceuld certainly be preud ef its-
secend place in the Werld Champien ship.

Either races
Altheugh the Persche-Abarth was appearing in
sperts car races. it was develeped te cempete in
GT events ¿rst and feremest- Gerhard itech came
wcend in the Gran Turisme race at the Grand F'ri:c
de Spa. leelng eut te the well-serted 356 Carrera et
it-’.arl Elraun by just feur secends. Ftnd whilst Ferrari
ESUGT SW5 medels demlnated the Teur de France
hutemebile, it was a netable achievement fer
Hebert Buchet and Hans Walter te piclt up feurth
place ahead ef seme streng cem petitien.

In the sperts car arena, Paul Frere wen the
Sperts Car Hace ef the Grand Fri:-t de Spa, Christian
Geethals fellewing him heme in anether T15 HSH.
Prince Gaetane Starrabbe, Masten Gregery, and
lten fv'liles had a ge-ed seasen, while Heger F-'enslte
was named tese SCCA Class F Sperts Champien,
thanlts te the speed and reliability ef his ?1Ei HSI-t:
Beb Helbert teelt the Class E title with a 1.? litre-
engined medel.

Heini Walter was declared lSlrSCl Eurepean Hill
Climb Cha mpien driving the HSISEI, an achievement
he repeated in iS'i|Si .l.-‘italter wen the Schauinsland
reund, and came secend in three ef the feur -ether
events te secure the title. Sepp Greger, anether
H55-Cl etcpenent, had te be centent with the runner-
u p prize.

The 1'Ell':'i[l single-seater seasen
Persches prep-er F2 car fer lead was built en a
wheelbase that was lenger by ltltlmm [3.Sin},
and, altheugh it still featured drum braltes, the
suspensien was su btly medi¿ed.The bedywerltalsci
received a few detail changes — nething dra matic, it
has te be said, but eneugh te distinguish a 1=.Tt'|5tLI car

wee ltend's pre-ceedings.t1'~.s it happens, the new decade signi¿ed
a perie-d ef Ferrari deminance in the event, and it was Ferrari’s
results in the 2-fl-heur Flace that sealed the title fer it. Just twe ef
the sis: Persches entered ¿nished, the best placing ceming frem
the Ftba rth-Carrera ef Linge and Walter [tenth eve rall and a Class
wln],actually thedlsc-bra lted car that ran in Germany, rebuilt with
standard bra lting.The enly ether car ef the marc:|ue te cem plete
the ceurse was the 1.5 litre Fl_S|S[] ef Barth and Seidel, which was

frem a 1955* versien.
The ¿rst car {chassis number 3'1 E161} was tested by Herbert

Mimler at Hecl-tenheim in February, after which it was painted
blue and white {Heb Walkers celeurs}, and sent te Syracuse ter
Stirling Mess te use in the F2 race ef IS March. Having quali¿ed
en pele and set fastest lap, sadly, the engine tailed later in the
ra ce, ha nding yictery te ‘tien Trips'Ferrari-

Persche had given fvless {the reigning Fermula 2 British

E3
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rt miher race at the recentty epened Hareweed Acres circuit
tn Canada. This is the C-arllhg Ittt¿, held en ES tvlay. Heger
Penshe wen the event in an HSH, with Peter Fiyan cenrtng

heme ih secend. CJ'll'vier Gendebten was third in the car
ctesest the camera.

Champien and darling ef the racing circus} the use ef the latest
sits-speed ?lEit'2 fer the whele seasen, but alse signed Llp Je
Bennier te campaign a full F2 seasen fer the werlts. Je Elennier,
bern in Sweden in 'lS+SCl. cempeted in sperts ca r events a leh-gs ide
his Grand Firltc career. Anether man te de that was Graham Hill,
whed meved ever te Persche sperts cars in iS'|Si]. but alse dreve
the Stuttgart single-seaters-

Eennier was ¿rst seen at Brussels in Jitpril in the secend I-'1B.|'1
ale ngside Mess. but it was Mess whe ¿nished best — secend
everail te Jacl-t Elrabham's Ceeper—Climait after the twe heats.
Fellewlng an event at Geedweed. which saw the new Letus-
Climatc talte its secend victery ef the yea r,the ne:-rt big race was
at Pau; an awltward clash en the calendar, meaning that ll-‘less
had te cheese between England er France. Mcrss stayed en
heme territery te claim secend place. whilst Ctlivier Gendebien
dreve the werlts car in Pau. He cemplained bitterly abeut the
gearchange and handling, but still quali¿ed en the frent rew
and ¿nished third. The ¿rst epen-wheeled victery fer Persche

E4
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iL:—-I

Bee

lean

IP55

E

* I

Pester preclarmlng Persche s |
— — victery in the Eurepcan Hittcttmb

Champienship.

eame en SCI tiipril lSEiCl when Stirling Mess wen the Aintree EUCII,
fellewed heme by Elennier and Hill te give Persche a ene-twe»
three ¿nish.

By July, twe mete chassis {T-"‘lEl2li'l~tl and I-"lS2Ci5] were
cempleted. the latter having a Eulzi Persche-styled bedy with
a vastly reduced frental area and Àatter sides. .ti.t the German
Grand Fri:-:. all ¿ve ?1Bs ran in the F1 event. Eiennier wen. with
guest driver. iten Trips. secend. while the ether three Persches
were separated enly by the Ceeper-Climait ef Jaclc Eilabham.

The Italian Grand Pritt {held en -I September} saw Hans
Herrmann qualify tenth en the grid,almest 1? secends dewn en
pele. He'wever.he ¿nished slttth (three laps behind Phil Hill in the
winning Ferrari} te give Persche its enly ‘ltiterld Champienship
peint ef the lSl-Eilli seasen. Jaclr. Eirabham lCeeper-Climattl was
ultimately declared Wierld Champlcin,and deservedly se.

Meanwhile, after the Selitucie Grand Friar defeat en heme
greund [held a weelt befere the German Grand Pris}, at least
Persche had its revenge by beating Ferrari at Medena a few
weelts later — Bennier wen frem Ferrari men. Glnther and ven
Trips.Te end the year. Mess wen the F2 race at Eeltweg Air¿eld.
and alse the Cape GP and Seuth ttirlcan GP itvless’ nine entries
ever the year resulted in feur victeries]. whilst Herrmann teelt
victery at ln nsbruclt A i r¿eld.
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he i'Ei-Eli seasen rnarlted the end pf an era in sperts car
ractirtg,as the FIH placed mere emphasis an GT ca rs in the
fellewing year. The Persche Earn petitien Department
was as busy as eve r,thc|-|..| gh.crnce again suppdrting a full

assault an the Werlti Sperts Car Champienship, as weil as having
a GT and Grand Pris: prpgramme -[F2 was drepp-ed in faveur pf
Fermula Junie-ri. the latter tend wtteti with a step up te a serieus
Fi campaign in mind fer 1952

1951 upgrades
The Persche-aiaarth Carrera GTL leeitetri much the same as the
latert*5't=t:i-Eicars,l:tuthad greaterstinglnitstallthanl-tste-the revised
Tvpe ~E|9'2t'3Ft pewer unit.This engine featured Se-[ett carhu rettctrs.
a stranger lacttte-m—end,and new, high lift ca rnshaf|'_=. en the inlet
side {camshafts eperating the etthaust valves went unchanged.
apart frem the additlen at balance Àvwheels.whlch were smaller
than these ¿tted tp the latest intal-te camshafts]. In this guise.
the GTL deveiepeti a healthy tiÀhhp at atetlrpm. er iii¿hhp at
T-tij¿rpm with the s1Iaig ht-th rcl-ugh Sebring exhaust system.

The H550 iaeea me the H551 fer the test seasen. in reality. the
regular H561 was virtually the same as the F-iS~E|t] [in fact, ma ny crf
the werlts -tats were the sarne vehicles as in the previeus }I'-E'Ell',
simply‘ given a fresh desig na tipn},alt heugh a handful crf special
vehicles were lauilt -an the chassis — cars that laridged the gap
between the c:ld5p},rder-hesed ma chinesand the new generatipn
ef sperts-racers that came with the intrct-ducticrn df the 9'04.

The main peint ef these H551 varla nts — three in tetaI.ant:i all
reserved fer factery team duties — was tp allpw ¿tment pf a new,
larger Persche Grand Print engine- as it happens. enly ene car
[T13-U4?! had the e:-ttended wheellaase necessary tct hduse the
Àat-eight unit. this being the W-H5 Specter versien. altheugh the
twp cctupes l:|-uiit aiengside it had similar styling. Indeed, it was
-lI.l'|'|l‘_|I' ale-pve the heltline and immediately laehlnd the deer where
the e:-ttra length was added inte the Spyd er frame that differed.

tithe et the twe rte asst eeeees {ehassis rte-e-as ahct
rra-e-tat in the preeess et he-‘hg huttt. There was he duet

eet thte the epen-eh-ded rear eaeet aheet te he eat rh ptaee
at this stage. theugh t'Ei'5t'tn_g eeteteg,» retreated that ene was

rectutre-d. Grates were added thtd the tall as watt.

-_Ii

§

The Persche hearth L".-‘arrera Git. made eerte ah rrrrpressieh
-art the raetrtg we-dd tn 1'95? the year this pttetdgraph was
taheh Nate the ith-at ttgthttng arrangements. the ehgrrre arr

scrclclp tn its eild sed _c|c|srtrc|rt and the rernetrahte pahet added
ahetre the etthaest s_|.-"SfE1'Ti' atter the ¿rst eeepie at cars were

ddmpteted
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a ¿"esttty--certteteted Ft5Bt
eettge |'Ft5-tJ=t.'f-.' ahct the
eegthe that pewered ft.
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Far tett: 5t.~'hi'tg Mess at:-e ut re
set ettfeh the Is-rga.

The start et the See-ring
t.’a"-he-ttr Race. t"-.'rtrr-t;~er HF’
is an arnett, lfl-Etl the three
Persehes we see eetehg te
ttrerh the tetti the t5'ehhter:»’
Gttmeja pt1t'rtng_, the l-terr.rt1'ct.nh,t
Earth eatrthg. age‘ a Carma dish
team ted try Peter Fiyah. The
wertttt Strrtttearrl aitetrtes eart-
he seeh eh the right.



The new lines, penned by Butai Persche gave the latest
raters a sharper nese.with faired-in hear:ll|ghts.la steeper rat-ta en
the windscreen, and a hellew hump ever the engine — the latter
being iew en the Spytienantl an etttensien ei‘ the tee-Àine en the
clesed ears.The upper frames ef the deers were cut inte the reef
panel en the ceupes te allew helmeted drivers te mere easily
get in and eut ef the cecl-tpit, while the epen ear had its perspe:-t
side win dews feld ed ever at the tep te smeeth airilew ever the
driving cempartment, and direct seme ef it inte the leuvra cut
inte the edges ef the engine cever.

Underneath the engine cever was usually a 5-HIE unit, but
a few times the werlts placed a Type 55? feur—cam pewerplant
In the hay. This had a tn-ere anti strelte er at ti Hrnrn. giving a
displacement ef iEi'|5|5-cc, and plain bearings — chesen because
the twe-litre Carrera engine wt:-ult-l seen see service in a new read
car, albeit in detuned fenn- in racing trim, it develeped areund
i¿¿lah p, hut even me-re lnte resting engines weuld ¿nd their way
inte the W-HS bedy in the future.

There were theughta ef empleying the new ceupe as a
replacement fer the t!tbarth,with a preductien run ef tee vehicles
qualifying it fer Fltlt ET status. Hewever. the Ftbarth was easily
uphelding Persche heneur en the trattlis.-and the plan was net
carried threugh. instead. it was used as a test-bed fer the ED-=1 ef
1953 vintage.

The it-Iii]-1 sperts car seasen
Etrepping Euenes hires and adding a new event in Italy at the
tail end ef sum rner breught abeut a mere balanced calendar fer
race fans: the seasen had started and ended all tee guicltly in
1950. But. as suc h, it was Se bring that ep-ened the preceedings,
with the werlci’s tep drivers ma lting their way te sunny Flerida at
the end ef March.

The trip was far frent fruitful fer the Persche tearn, as beth
Herrmanntliarth and Benniert¿urney R515-ls failed te reach the
¿nish.v'ltlth nethlng leut privateers leit in the running — altheugh
Helbert and Ftensl-te teelt the Sperts Class and the lndett ef
Pertern-lance with their Erun-es-enteretzl H5451 — it wasjust liite a
Ferrari etthibitien race at the end ef the day

Persche went all—eut te put things right in Sicily. with a i.T
litre H55-I fer Herrman ntElarth,a nd a leng-wheelbase W-H5 medel
with a twe-litre lump fer Eenniert¿urney — a Spyder versien ef
the ceupe that had been seen at the Le tvla ns practice wee ltend
earlier in the menth. The Cameradi team frem Ftmeriea was
Persche-baclted fer the whele ef the 1951 seasen,and an Ft5i5rEI
was entered under the Eameradi banner [¿tted with a twe-litre
engine. with Mess and Hiii at the wheel].There were alse twe
werlts-supperted Ftbarths. handled by the pairings ef 5trahle.t
Linge and ven Hanstein.tF'ue:i.

Mess demenstrated en the Ta rga why he was censidered by
many‘ In be the num bet ene driver ef the era. setting lap recerd

The Eienrtrerr¿urney ‘tit-H5 Spyder ,eteturee' eh the wet
Fed-ay eetere the tvureurgrthg tiiitittirm tiaee i-tuschtte ven

Han.-.~.tetn can he seen at the Trent et the car .lT'l the Trent
three euarter shet white the rear wew shews Dart Gurney

talittttg te Wtttletrn Hild

centinued p-egetll-ti
- h-
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Wr::~|=ru:r F-r=-arrrs Erin i:.HAh'iPiDH5H|P
E-ahrirrg 12-hr:-ur Race [16 ilrirrr-:i:i
1 F‘ Hiilr¿ ¿endrrbian Ferrari 25I3Fi'Fi 21§Ii-zrps
l'I|J iii Ginth-ra-r.I'||'i|' rrrzrn Trips Ferrari ESUTFI EIJIIBF-a|:rs

L||'l||.IiI rs Hririii-_irrh*r'Pr=.-|iai£'E
F‘ Fiadriguezi¿ iirrdrirgrrraa _ F.*'.""!.15F‘TFi

F|:|-rsche TIE H5-Eri
1'1r?*r.rrr ..
IE|'5liia|:rs,r"lstin Class

‘l||'.'iI'-I-I

[J Sass-iar.r'Ei Drrrr.nari'E Eri-:ir.sr:rn
F‘ Fig.rarru'F BIi\Ii|iE}l'.ii. Heirnrath

P.=~rrsirIF'.1.ErF.l‘f-=1¿1
Fcrrssha T-'1Ei H25-Eri

155' ia |:r_sr'2r1|:i= irr Class
1Ei'Ei' ia ps¿rd in Eiass

T-Elrga Ficrrirr [arr April]
1 W rrrrm TripsÀil Ga-nrriabien F-r.-rrari Dina 24-ESP E-i1 51'rn 395

'l.|I-Jfl-|.i|

iÀrrrrnirrrf D E-I._li|'IE_'{|'
H Harrmanrrj'E Ei-arth

Prra'=h-=.".aW£5.
F|:|-rsr;|1a T13 H56]

§"h Erin“! D3-;-i‘_’|_st irr_ Class
Fh Hm i-=1-sJ'2n|:l ir| Elasa

G'- F' Strahiefiir P“ucr:ir'H Linge Parscha-Frharth GTL I"h 43m 2651"! st in Class
"'I-|.l H l.i|1r5|e,iF Strahla-[H 1.r-r:|n Harrstairr F|:rrsr;|'|a-.l!r,|:ra|'th Ell Th Him 5EisJ'2n|:l ir| Class

iriurlrrurgrirr-Q iliÀlllirirrn iEEl Map]
I M Eregnrgrfl Easrrar .iii.asrrratiTipr:r E-1 ]"h5Irn3ElIs
F‘-J ii HsH:lrigua1rF Ru-clrig uez Ferrari 25'-TFFI Iih 52m 3-Es
LI-J Fi Gintheri¿ Geri-|:|e-|:riar| IF-arrari Dina Elli-ESP Th 511-m 5'35

"I-JlÀl

F Ha hniii-_i Eirzi-r
5 G1.|nth|ar|I'E Ir'ia|'r|a

ii'_|Zr-rsr:Ii'||_!r:|Ii|r.i:]:Ei|"ii'| _EÀ
F|:rrs-cha-.I!r.|:rarth GTI.

_]"i"r 5f5jrr_'| 23sf_ist in Iiliass
Eh [Hm Ei-Hsj'l|1r:| in Class

-I‘-.D -|=ll D 'l3I.|rnrr1,rr'J lira-nniar
G iirn:h.r'F lairrrr-rrurabar Porsche-rirharth Gil.

Purscha T-'13 W-H5
I laps I:i|:rIr'|'|'r.i3i'|£l|1'r Class
3 iaF'5 sir:-urr|1.i'2r|c| in Eia ss - 

is Mr.“ #1-ir='rr.'F.a.s.**.l1i rural.
I F‘ Hili.r'EI Gendehien Ferrari ESUTFE 333 taps

_Fri i5‘ari:_as.[']r'i_irI]_r|irrrssa
F |"|I|:|-|;|-|at,|I'J Guicha-tLI-JPI-|.i|

F."""'iL?5i3!TFi. ..
Ferrari ISIZIIET 5'li'riE

33'?'i~i!P5
3i]"ia|:rs

LFI E Ha-lhartiirri Gragan; Porsche TIE W-H5 309 iapsfi st in Class
"I-.l H Harrmanr:r|'E Barth F|:rrsr;|1a H55-I r:r:|-up~|'!- 3Ei|Er Ea |:rs,|iIn|:| ir| Class
IQ-_ H lirrg-ME Fun Pars-:ha-_.Àr.harth GTL

Pasaara GPH5 August]

.:B"'1Ii'-ÀE|'§,i|hi5l!T| {lass

I L Bandinif¿ 5-rarlat¿ Ferrari ESGITFI E¿laps
2 I‘: IEIrth1.||:|r=.rr|"E Eiiarth Fcrrscha TIEII Fi¿-E-i 22 ia|:|s,r'ist irr Class
3 MB-nif-B i'|iaseratiTi1:rr:| E13 21 laps

Harrrr Warrar a1‘ rira aiari rrrra ca‘ iira Frariarrrg-Schaurhaaand i1rJicir'm-!:r irr 1'55? -
The Eiwrlsa |1;i|"i1.-'E.I' was |:‘:r'ar:r'ara|:r' Eurnpauan Hiiiciimb Champrisrn rh 1950 and
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Farrarr EEUGT SW5 bur rra was fcriia wan‘ irarrra by
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after lap record in the mountains. Sadly, his two-litre car could
not rnaintain this pace. and the transmission gave way within
sight of the ¿nish- Stiding Moss and Graham Hill in car number
Isa were narned rnorai winners of the event in a number of
contemporary magazines. Unfortunately, moral winners donit
get to hold the trophy! It was a bitter disappointment for all
concerned, especially when it handed another victory to Fe rrari.
rht least Porsche won its Class with ease thanl-ts to Bonnier and
Gurney ta icing second place, and the Aharths were untouchable,
coming sirtth and seventh overall i¿ rst and second in Class].

The rltharths went some way toward saving face at the
I"-i¿rrburgring, too. El-oth the FS»|S[iI of lv'loss.I'Hill and the HSISI of
Her rrnan nr'Eiarth suffered engine maladies at this,the third round
in the World Championship, and the W-FIS oi Gurney.i'Bonnier
was forced off the pace due to electrical prohlerns- its ironic that
the latter was beaten in Class by the eig hth-placed 3StSiS Ca rrera,
forced to run in the Sports category due to its modi¿ed engine
and ertperimental disc braltes. Maserati saved it from being
a nother Ferra ri parade, but there was no doubt that Porsche fans
were suffering.

Afterthe Stu ttga rt ma rc|ue’s poor showing at the hltjrbu rg n' ng,
the worle roars were detuned for the Le Mans classic in a hid to
reinstate the reliability of old. This toolt a lot of sparltle out of
their periorrnahceand still the Eonnierr¿urney car gave up the
ghost near the end, as did the French Blue Ptloarth entered by
Auguste veuliiet — the latter, driven lay Hot:-ert E-uchet and Pierre
lvlonneret, running in litth until it retired one hour from the end.
ht least, the remaining H¿frls claimed ¿rst and second in Class
{the two-litre W—HS Spyder of Gregory and Holhe rt was the top
Porsche, ¿nishing in ¿lth place overall, while not far behind in
seventh was the 1.5 litre FiSrS1 coupe of Barth and Herrmann];
Herbert Linge and Eien Pion toolt tenth place and a Class win in
their worlrs-entered tS§rSGS.

The Four Hours of Pescara was the ¿nal round.The factory
tearn stayed a-vay. and. following Tornrny Spychigers accident.
the best Porsche could manage was second place in the
scorching Italian heat. This was enough. however. to secure the
third slot in the World Sports Car Championship, b-ehind Ferrari
and Maserati.

As well as a string of Class wins during the seasen, the
Porsch e—Frbarth Carrera GTL notched up some good results at the
lr-i|'_irburg ring in Aug ust, and then Graham Hill did a splendid _|ot:|
in his native England to come sirtth in the Tourist Trophy, his little
Abarth i:r-eaten only hy the far more powerful Fe rraris and Aston
lvlartins in the ¿eld. Eandvoort was also good to the Gem1an—
italian hylorid, with Ben F'on coming second overall in the World
Cu p.The Frbarthis consistency allowed Porsche to claim its Class
in the Grand Touring Championship relatively easily.

in America, Bob Hoibert won the SCCFI. Sports Class E title
with an H551, and then repeated the feat the following year.
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hlbt having Stirling Mess in the ca mp wasa nether blbw tct the
rnen at Pets: he- altheugh he was seen In the ce mea ny's sperts-
racers during the seasen, it was Lptus that gbt Mess’ services in
the single-seater arena.in 1951.5:-nnier was jeineti iuil-tithe by
American, Elan Gurney, sci that Persche cbuld launch a full-scale
attach in Grand F'rl:t racing. Ftmiable Ptmericann¿urney, was bern
in 19-31. He had a wcrrl-rs drive with the Ferrari sperts car team in

 '

1959.and alse a number p|'GF' drives fer the Mpdena ccrrnpany.
Fbllbwing a bad year with EFIM in 1151543, he mcrved ta Persche-

The eight-cylinder GP car sheuld have made its debut at
Menace, but It wasn't until Eandvbbrt in 19:52 that it put in an
appearance. It was the refpre eld I-'15.-'2 ca rs that beg an the I951
seasen, lneerperatlng the necessary changes needed te allew
them tc: meet latest FIFI. regulatibns.albng with a new gearchange
and serne atidltlensl air lnta ites in the sides ef the engine cever.

Pb rsche's F 1 debut came at Brussels bn 9 April 1951, but the
cem pany failed tp get the deslred results. Ftlthpugh Eipnnier was
fast, qualifying c-n pele and winning the ¿rst heat, an accident in
the secend bf three heats put an end tcl his chancesg¿urney had
already drbpped but in heat ene with 1I|'E'=t'|-5fl'tESit1'Il'! tn:ruble.The
Siracusa Grand Fri:-t saw Persche rewarded with a secend and
third,but the elder cats were he match fer Bag hett|'s Ferrari-

The last bf the TIBIE medels III-"1B1EI5] acted as a pretetype

.s:r€e___
.-I"""'

_."':iI.-s.,.,_

1-'1:

it

'1‘i-*ii

fer the tweTy|ee I-‘sits hulltat the start et 1 eel .-tienheteted in April,
the ¿rst 1'13? lined up with a pair bf Fl-E‘-.|'..'-Is fpr the Mbnacp Grand
F'riitt- Elennier dreve the new -::-sr, featuring a seil sprlnghziamper
and wishbbne frclnt suspensien, with Gurney and Herrmann
pill:-ting the cllder machines - the latter using H5205 with its
medl¿ed suspensipn,and a new bcrcly which matched that pfthe

-

,....-'~""I**lr~_',_
iii!

-* at ._.,2i-

"q“"".1I-

Edger Berth s rr|pur;'t‘ at Scllrl ucie had t.1'rs-ct
brakes and a herisehtairy-htauhted C|SI|3Il.'r*‘-'5'
¿sh — beth Items becbming famtlesr Persche

Àare rh the her-the-drstaht f-'..'ti.-re The
I3‘-lt,iI|tI'I?À1tI'JTI!‘£1.liT“£3Fl'lIÀI'5'Jl'i_?t3|l tn eighth piece

three |".r?|'I1r'_.'EE£ dewn er the wrhhrn-g l'_B-f-'_.I5-
GtmraÀt at Ir-hes Ireiahd The Persehes
ef Eh;-rihrer an-:1‘ Gurney erasseai the fine

rrterhiiy l."l. I’-lJ"l.'J"l a 5“,|Z'|'.'l secend at the English
rrrachirie



Ben Fen.

Hbben‘ Eiuehel‘.

I-‘Eli-" in styling,albeit with its eriginal wheelba sedimensien rat her
than the le nger ene selected ler the rs rs te allew ¿tment et the
flat-eig ht as sci-en as it was ready. Fer the time being,all three had
1.5 litre Àat-leurs, but with their familiarcarburetters replaced by
a it-iugel¿scher fuel-injectien system. Gurney was the tep ¿nisher
fer Persche, ceming ¿fth behind ii-'1ess'Letus and three Ferraris,
with Herrmann ninth; Eennier's engine gaye up just after the
hali’way ma rl-t.

The secend I-‘El? was ready fer the Dutch Grand Ftrll-r {I2 Ma yjl,
but all feur entered cars did little mere than malte up the
numbers during the race. Neither handling ner the engine ceuld
cempete with that ef the Ferrari er Letus-Elimazc, and, after such
disappeinting results, Ferry Persche decided te autherlze the use
ef the elder I-'13,-‘E with ca rburetters until the SE14 was ready.

There was a sir-tth and seventh at Spa, while Gurney came
secend at F-leims, lesing eut bya tractien ef a secend te Giancarle
Eiaghe’r_ti's Ferrari in a race remarkable fer the fact that it was

Eiaghetti's Ferm ula Dne debut, and ne-ene else — befere er since
- has ever managed te win an Fl race ¿rst time eut. Gurney had
actually led the race eut ef the last bend, but Eiaghetti pulled
eut ei his slipstream te win by a cars iength-Twe weelts later
at the British Grand F'ri:r:, it was E-ennier whe piclted up the
peints.ceming Fifth in the changeable weather, but he retired in
Getmany,and Gurney ¿nished eutside the peints.

Fts a matter ef interest, the 1951 Selitude Grand Pris la nen-
Ehampienship race fer F1 cars held en 23 July] saw Petsclte
send three 1-'1E‘a'2s {fer Eiennier, Gurney and Herrmann], and a
FBI-' fer Barth- Disc bra ices were used fer the ¿rst time en the I-‘E?
lF'ersche was actually the last factery team in F1 te give up en
drum bra itesi. and there was a new ceeling ran arrangement,t-ee,
that was lighter and mere cempact, and used less pewer. The
event was still wen by a Letus. but the data ebtained weuld at
least pretre useful in the future H and Eiennier and Gurney came
secend and third.

in the same menth,!‘-rlichael May had meved frem Mercedes-
Benz and intreduced Besch fuel-injectien te the Persche feur-
cylinder Grand Pris engine.This increased pewer by It]-bhp, but
the idea was slew te bear fruit, and carburetters were retained
in the meantime- it will be remembered that, in later years, the
May head en the V12 Jaguar engine transfermed the already
er-rcellent pewer unit.

Fleturning te the GP scene, Gurney lest eut at Mensa by
31 secends, but his secend place was admirable, especially
censidering that Phil Hill -— whe wen the race H was later declared
'Ir'v'erld Champien. Gurney came secend again at Watkins Glen,
this time fellewing heme an en-fetm lnnes Ireland, but this
was eneugh te allew him te ¿nish the 19E-1 Grand Priirt seasen
in feurth {he actually had the same number ref peints as Stirling
Mess in third place].Eennier,despite having set pele en a number
ef eccasiens, was well dewn the ¿eld In 15-th, but did, at least,
¿nish ahead efdriyers such as Graham Hill and Hey Salvaderi.r"r.s
a manufacturer. Persche claimed an easy third, beaten enly by
the Ferrari and Letus teams.

in the miner Fermula Dne races,Eennier and Gurney graced
the pedium ¿ye times between them after the Ere-litude reund-
With the E1911 new serted {feur E94 Grand F'ri:t cars were built
ready fer the 1952 seasen]-, the eld cars were seld eff at DM
5EI,iIi~lIIlIl' apiece. Gine ef them went te Carel Gedin de Eleaufert la
Dutch Ceunt, whe purchased his early in the yea r}, ene te Heinz
Schiller, and anether te Ceunt Gievanni 'v'eIpi, ewner ef Scuderia
S55 Fiepubblirsa dl 'i.i'ene:la [fermally 5-cuderla Serenisslmai. The
FBI-'s were retained by the factery, but ultimately scrapped in
1954-

‘ll]1



he Werid Endurance Trephy teelt the place ef the Werld
Sperts Car Champienship fellewing the Fl.ili's decisien
te meve teward GT racing and away frem pure sperts
medels. Pretetypes — sperts-racers te yeu and l — were

able te cem pete ter the new Trephy, with the feur reunds being
held at 5ebrir1g,5icily tfer the Targa Flerie], the hltjrburgring, and
Le Mans.

The 1952 seasen
The speri:-'.-ra cing scene lest a great deal ef its appeal fer Persche
in 19Er2,net enly because the cha mplenship fermat had changed,
but prebably alse because se much effert [and net a small
ameunt ef meneyll was being pumped inte the F1 pregramme.
The factery entered _lList twe iiibardts fer Se bring - numbers 43
and 49 — driven by Beb Helbert and Dan Gurn ey,and Edgar Barth

Beb Helbert tle¿Àl with Edgar Barth at Bebrihg with the twe
Irvedts ll:l|l.-l'-ll-l.‘-:I"|:f_fE'r'lu.'-i'¿f'lll.ll'].l§'.

and Paul Strahle respectively.They finished the eyent in ¿ne style,
ta I-ting ¿rst and secend in Class. Meanwhile, Bruce Jennings, Bill
Wuestheff and Franlt Hand shared the driving at Sebring te steer
a 1.5 litre F1561} te third everall; an incredible feat,,censideri ng the
pedigree ef the three cars and driyers that ¿lled feu rth threugh
sirrth places-

After the Le Mans test weel-tend at the start ef Fipril, it was
dewn te Sicily ter the Targa. Fer this classic event. the dustsheets
were talten eff the W-H5 E-pyder i[F"1B-U-1?} and H5151 ceupe
l1'1 B-tirlel-,cars that had net been seen since last years Le lrlans.
Beth were previded with disc braltes and new, twe-litre Type
.1’?-'1 Àat-eights. 'li‘iI'lth a bere and strelte ef F-Er it 54.ErmrT1, ghring a
displa cement ef 19E‘-2cc,this beautiful crea tien was a larger bere
sister te the Grand Priirt engine, develeping llllibhp at Blill¿rpm.
The Spyder l-tept its TIE W-F19 designatien, alth eugh the clesed
car was new referred te as a ?1B GTH in its er-tten ded ferm.

The GTH was assigned te Nine vaccarelia and Graham Hill,
while .ie Elennier and Dan Gurney were giyen the lteys te the
W-H5 Spyder. There were alse a number ef Persche-Abarths,

1|]-I

The f'i'IZi'ilI'I'|9tTr"'GiJtT1I.'=:j-"Fl.lS'Ei't'l'l1' taclriihg Bebhhg at the start ei’ the
seasen.
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The Esrltii¿trst it-1 t sr ritirrririg the st enery iri Fi'eri'tt'a. The tw-e riitiarttie were se.,eeretet.1' try a Ferrt-1h'EtitJG]" S'i-“F5, vi-zfiietr givee
ah i'e'ea et the lithe‘ etpace they were rtihhihg at.
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several - llice the eight-cylinder cars land an edd Maserati} - ef¿cially entered by Ceunt
1.telpi's team rather than the factery- Ultimately, the WB-B retired early after an accident,
while the GTH was third behind a pair et Ferrari Din-es, Bennier pairing up with itaccarella
befere Hill had a chance te put en his helmet.The Her rmart ntLinge car was the ¿rsthbarth

tI'a'.ri G-Lirriey err !'.I'ie .it-3-52' T.:|.rge Fierib. t_ie.lilrIci
the wheei pt the .'-'15 lti-“-H5 .Es',i:-y.;;i'er.'ie- whe
a|.s.sigriet.i tie share wttti .ie Berinier. Fin iset.'.i:terrt
pet the ear" eut eeity eh, befere the 5wee'e haci
the cheriee tti erfve ft.

heme, while the pairing el Pucci
and Barth came tenth_: Btrahle and
Hahnl were teld te step halfway
threugh the eve nt, as their vehicle
was declared unsafe.

The big guns were bacl-t eut
fer the Htirburgring, the factery
entering the twe-litre ii'ii'-F15 arid

cr.|r|i!|'r|r'.|r:'i'.l';'.I:.'g'-1' ll'J-E-“

‘l D3

it f
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l_ cr Mans 155.‘-E"_. with the Ba-n*hrHr;-rrrnat-nn |’n trmh pr sat rand
Bt.'chetrSchi.i'er Atrarths it tarsus. The thircl factcrrtr ear

|"r1ttn1-l'.ii-Elr .‘3t1| was cirrren hy Pen and De Beasts-rt-

GTE medels, as well as an Prharth l‘crr Elarth and Linge. The W-HS
was amignecl tcr Graham Hill and Hans Herrmann, but hacl tyre
chcrices in the mi:-red weather slcrwed its pace. The T-‘IE GTE pf
Gurney and Ecrnnler lbaclt t-a its famlllar slltrer hue] went eut twe
laps frem the end whilst challenging fpr seccrn d. but third place
fr:-r the Spycler was a decent result.antl beth the F15 anrrl .itt:1arth
medels wcrn their respective Classes.

"IDS

1.31

lntraritrrr er’ the wares Persche-Ahadh used lay Ea-rth and
Herrrrrann at Le Marts.

Le Mans was the last rpund pf the Wclrld Endurance Tr-:2 phy
series-5urprisingly,althcrugh in the entry list [lcrgged,lil-:e all werlts
cars in 19-E2 and ldey-pnd. against Pcrrsche System Engineering}.
the W-H5 ancl GTH stayed ln Stuttgart, and three Aharths macle
up the factery cc:rntingent.Dne car had engine prcrl:rlerTts. hut the
c:-thers ¿nishecl ¿rst and seccrncl In tI|ass,all:reit a lpng way behind
the winning Ferrari. It shcruld alsp be ncrted that there was little
else In the 1.-s lltre GT categery. sat-re fer the werlts Sunlaearn
Ftlpin es, the l:|-est pf these ¿nishing in l 5th.

In the r:-ther sperts car races that rnatle up the sease n, there
was a crne-twct--three in the twcr-litre Sperts Class at Daytcrna in
Feldruary, althcrugh the wprl-tssentered Abarth pl’ El-pnnier had
engine trcrulzrle near the end. El-crh Hcrllcre rt gcrt pn the |:t-ctdiurn at
l'rlpspcrrt.Heini Walter carne third in the Tyrcrl Haces at Innsbruck,
and Etawie Geus and Al ltlesse's Fi5l-ii was third In the ltiyalarnl
El-hpur Fla ce.F'rt the end pf the yea r,the eight-cylinder car did well
In Peurtcr Fticcr iwith Gurney at the wheel}, and In Nassau, where
Hcrlbert ¿nished just behind lnnes Ireland’:-; Letus-Elimart t9.

lee Eluaaetta wen the ts-52 SCCA Class F title with an
er-:-werlts car that had crriginally been shipped tcr .r"-.rnerica at the
encl ef tsss ter Jean Behra te rlrhre at the tail end pf the seasen.
Buzzetta duly tcr-crl-: the Class E spcrils in the fellewing year using
an FE-¿tl.

As fer the GT circus, Gerhard Z-tech was third at AVU5 in May,
and secpnd at Mpntlhery fcrur rnpnths later. Bph Hcrlh-ert had the
enly eutright win pi the yea r,talting the flag at the -'-tlittftltm race at
Bridgehamptcrn crn l5 5e pternher. hlerrertheless. altheugh it had
been easier In HIE-1, Persche stlll ma na gecl tr: secure its sec-and In
a rcrw Era nd Tcru ring Eharnpicrnship title.

The experimental 1-s titre stars engine pf test hacl an
Blitcc greater capacity than the 5-=lI-'.|'5 tcrunand gave lB5l:|-hp at

_-h‘
_|--_
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Itstttlrpm. altheugh never released. wt:-rit en
this pct-werplant led tcr a llst crf int preve me nu
issued at the start pl I953 fpr custcrmers
with 54TH and 54?r5 units, tt:r release rrtcrre
hcrrses.These mddi¿catipns at least I-re pt the
Persche racers in the running at a time when
the ccrrn petiticrn was ¿elding ever-lighter
cars with superb ha ndling-

in the wcrrlcl crf hillclitn lding, Heini Walter
rnet hls match in the shape ef Lur:lr:vlr:e
Scar¿ct-tti's Ferrari Dine. Walter wcrn the ¿rst
rcl-t.rnd at La Fat.|r."llle.l::-ut the F-prncnrp-r'Ir'lpl.int
Cassie event saw Scar¿crtti draw bleed can
hcrnte territcrry. Persche lcraned Walter the
I-'15 W-H5 fcrr Ment ‘v'entcru:rt can I? _lune,i:rut
still the Fe|Tari was tpcr guiclt, as it was in the
nettt twp rcr-uncls, despite Walter having the
twp-litre Pcrrsche at his dispc:rsal.5epp Greger
wen the ¿nal twe reunrls. but Scar¿pttl was
declared 'tEl|5.Tt champicrn.

l-ier¿rert Lrhge in Gerhard r'tr:a:l'r'a .-strarth at
l'tri'r:rnir'hen.r its-rrhe F'arr's itlltlltli-trr-r Hsse. The
pair rinrshecl seventh. trtrt ¿rst rh Ctiass.
and GHQ; 7'? taps rltclwn en ths wrinning
Nr!u':r'T Ferrari EEDGTD. Le Mans Es-he ur Ftaca [24 _lt.| ne]

|=Hr|irr:‘r Gend-elirien " ' " "
2_ _l1i'_l'-lr:rl::rEleti'J Gulchet

L DernierÀ Ellaten
T l E Eiarth.r"H Herrmann

H Et|.|chetr'H 5r:hi|lier

‘I-It

_--.--*.-_'-.'.-P"-'*
~-..—:-""-
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_ .:rrrr

Waste Err rrurrrrt-r cs Trtcr|=~rrr
Se laring 12-heur Fta ce [Est March]-

l , J Elt:|nr|ieri'L Bia nchi Ferrari ESCITFI 205 aps
2_.| . _ _ _' F‘ Hill.r'Cl Genclalsien Ferrari 25tIlGTC1 tss aps
I-I-‘I f E Jen ningsr'BWuesthe’Hr'F Hand Persche I-'15 H550 ‘I95 apsÀst in Class
"-I E Hell:rertr'[i Gurney Persche-rÀr.hartl't GTL iEiEi apsrist in Class
'-D E ElEtItl'i.|"F" Etrahle Persche-rhbartlt GTL ‘IE2 apsriind in Class

25 I l. Heimratl't,r"J Palivl-ta F'|:rrscl'|e Tl-Eli Fl'5l'l[ I55 aFrs.I'2rtd irt Class

Targa Flcrricr I:-E Frliayl
‘l
I

W Mairessei'F-l Flittrclrlguea Ferrari Dina .'t4|Er5P ith ¿lm Stirs
_ G Bag hettiÀ. Elandini Ferrari Dine 1'ElI|55F rh 't rim ass

3 I‘-l lriaccateliaÀ Ha-nnler Persche F15 GTH Trh ‘t?'m .ttI|s_i'1st In Class
...?!
it:

.'..H !ts.rsI1s.rr!tr'.H.|.-"tar E's.tss.'1s-.ii.lttr.i'r.!.F."-
A F"ur'.r:l.r'E Bartls Persche-rÀr.hattl't GTL

t!.1.*l§.=1t.1sr-ii.r.t.i1r €!sr=_
sh Utim tlssrtlnd in Class

_l..3..-'_i~..t's!la—’P.Tstrrr!tti. -Fsesl1s is‘-ir.s.iZr-Fists. sh r’-ttrr"-. 5ssts.r~=l is ‘Eise-
l'~l|Li|rl:r |_.1rgri_ng flÀltllilll-rn1t2I" May}

l F Hill,r"lII Gendelrrien Ferrari Diner 2-tlIEr5F Tr"|'| 33m 235
2 ht F'arltes.r"i|"r' Malresse Ferrari 33t'JLl"r'lr'GTCi Tr"h El-5|‘n -45's
I-IJ Cr Hillr'H Herrmann Persche Tr'1B W-H5 ?l'| slim .255-r'"l st ii't Class
Ch E E|arthr'H Linge Persche-Pr.l:rartl't GTL 3 laps dawn
‘I-D G Itechr'E Ma hle Persche-Ftharth ETL r-'l laps dewn.r'2nt:l in Class

'1 Ferrari 33ClTFl 331 aps

3-
Ferr_ari 2_5t1lGfCl
Ferrari 25ClGl'iJ

32a aps
314 aps

Persche-Abarth GTL 15? a|r:rsr'ist in Class

"Ir..."--..
“"Is_

F'ersche-r"tl:rar1.'l1 GTL 2?-'2 apsrlnd in Class
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Herhr Walter ahaut ta htast away tnirrr. the start the rrr the
Ft-5 W H5 at ttria-ht ttentetrrr

L

-In . .__
"II-,-r

1'”r',..
Ii

- I‘-
1“ 1'5‘

Waiter s-'l'a'rng thretrgh ene at the
t|eirtt|rhs- eh the Frerhurg-S-shsut'ns.lerrr:J'
hrttaiihrh arr 22 Jury. it was hacir ta using
his clwh ear after this rptrhd, as the W-
H5 was slapped ta hiarth errrehca tar a
ssrrlss ptmrhpr races. tt had rre-gr iirr1r"ti_=tt1'
strceess acress the r'1rtiartt.ir.t. ctesp-r'te tap
nctteh peeple Der'"rtns' the whet?-l.
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The end ei Grand Pris racing
At the end et 19151, Persche ma nagementdecla red itself satis¿ed
with the perfermance pf the Type T-"53 feur-cam, twin-plug
engine. With a bere and strelte ei E-I5 tc 54.5-mm, giving lee-scc,
the air-ceeled Àat-eight develeped ii-'Erbhp with its feur Weber
twin-chelte ca rburetters.

The newType Erudchassis was ta icing sha pe.tee,but upheaval
in the bacitgreund slrsvved ltsdevelep me nt.HansTerrrai.s icr-ecarrre
Technical Directer early in 195.‘-E, replacing I-tlaus ven Hucl-cer after
the latter rne-red te El'viW.Ternala was net frern the ranits,and the
leng-serving Leepeld Erchmid resigned, feeling he sheuld have
been eflered the 1'eb. With lsiarl Fia be retiring.and Ernst Fuhrmann
already gene, it was an era et change just when censistency and
centinuity were needed in the engineering department.

Anyway, the ¿rst car t:BtIi4tIi‘t]| was up and runrtlng by spring,
with its Type I-'53 engine, sittspeed Type TB? transrnissien, disc
bral-tesand EF raclc-and-plnlen steering, plus a new suspensien
featuring deuble-wishbenes, tersien bar springing, and inb-ea rd
she-cit ab-serbers. i'-test ef the leading players had turned te a
menecegue chassis by 1953, but, fer the time being, enly the
Letus 25 shewed the way ierward. At least the Persche sea had a
frental area se me 25 per cent smaller than that efits pred ecesser.
Side-by-side, the eight-cylinder Type sea was dwarfed by the
eriginal feur-cylinder F2 car.

The Dutch Grand Fritt at Eandveert [Elli May] marl-red the
debut ef the -tErt]-lcg {'ltIt’|2lb_‘| Ettiid, with Elennier and Gurney
driving twe ef the new cars. baclred up by De Beauferl: in his
private car, and Pen trying an elder vehicle equipped with the
ivlay fuel-injected feucltwas an ina uspicieus start, as De Elea ufert
¿nished sirrth.ene place ahead er lsenniecwhiie Gurney had gear
linlcage prebiems, and Pen crashed.At least Gurney had shewn
decent pace.and was cenvlnced he had sernething that ceuld be
impreved with mere race mileage. Fer the time being, that was
ene-ugh te lteep the Fl pre-g ram me geing.

At Menace, Gurney had an Ei-D4, but Bennier was given an
elder medel frem the Ceunt 'v'elpi sta ble, while De E‘-ea ufert had
his ewn I-‘IE.-'.’t te play with. The latter dldn’t qualify, altheugh
Gurney put the BCI4 en the secend rew. Era dly, the American was
invelved in a ¿rst lap plle—u|e.and Eennler was the last car running
at the end.With Ferry Persc he tarfrem happy, De Elea ufert was the
enly Persche driver in Spa ter the Belgian Grand Ftrir-t, ¿nishing a
respectable seven th,twe laps dewn en Jim Clarl-t’s Letm-Cllma:-c.

The French Grand Pritt en B July saw Gurney and E-ennier
campaigning the Eu»-='i, cemplete with a number ef chassis
upgrades. while De Eeaulert ran his feur—cyiirtder me-del. All
seen-red eif the pace in qualifying. but a huge list efretirernents
and a steady run enabled Gurney te win the race by a full lap!
Acress the Ch an nei in Britain, the werlts drivers duali¿ ed en the
third rew, but the American faiied te shine and the Swede went
eut with a lerelten ¿nal-drive.
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it was baclt en heme greund fer the nertt reund, held at the
hlE|rburgrlng.The titre werlts EC!-is were ieined by three 1"1Etiis.
and,.whilst Gurney put his car en pele.prem pting hepes efa win
fer the German matter. the best the Stuttgart ¿rm had te shew
fer a weekends wet!-t was third place. Mensa was werse,theugh_.
with Eennier sit-rth after clutch prebiems slewed his pregress.
and Gurney drep ping eut with tra nsattle maladies after -Er? laps.

‘~ »r'E.$

‘I15

At the U5 Grand F‘rirr.,. it was again Gurney whe was fastest
ef the Persche drivers in c|ualliying.and he carne ¿fth in the en d.
despite a siclt engine. Eiennier had gear selecter treu ble fer mest
ef his race. ¿nishing 21 laps dewn en the winning Letus-Clima rt.
'l1‘te ¿nal reund was very late in the yea r, held en 19' December in
Seuth Africa. but fer Persche fa ns.aII it did was cen¿rm Graham
Hill and EiFtirr'r as 1r"uir:rrld Champiens, as the werlts cars stayed
away.

At the end ef the seasen, Dan Gurney was again Persches
tep man. ¿nishing ¿fth after his win in i:he French Grand P|1':rt.a
third at the i'-l1'.'|rb-urgrlhg, and a ¿fth place in his native ceuntry.
Eiennier was again well dewn the ¿eld with three Champienship
peints. enly ene mere than prlvateer. Carel de Beaufert. in his
earlier machines. Hewever. cembining the tetals gave Persche
¿lth place in the l'rianr.rfacturers'Cham plenshlp.

Elenrrrer's ear at t'v:|'er'ra'a_. with a ci'ese—t.|,e ef the engrhe. new
deveteprhg areund i55hhp. ttiete the wlreei discs used ter this
hrgh-speed race — an rhterestrhg idea. hut net erre adepted by

ether teams.
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an Gurney’s victery in the 1952 French Grand F"ri:c
was ultimately te be Persche's enly win in a Werld
Champienship event. Fermula Cine preved te be tee
etcpensive and.despite having invested a small fertune

in develeplng the fiat-eight engine. it was decided te cut the
cempanys lcrsses and distance itself frem the circus. Huschlte
ven Hanstein anneunced that Persche was withdrawing trem
the werld ef F1 te cencentrate its efferts en endurance racing
and the Eurepean Hillclimb Champienship. giving the ef¿cial
reasen that Ferry Persche felt that the Fermula cars were tee
far remeved frem preductien machines fer Persche ewners te
identify with.

Beth Ella n Gurney a n d .ie Ben n ier we re rel eased frem their Fl
dutles,and,whilst there were ru meurs efa newcar in the metering
press. these turned eut te b-e nethlng mere than wishful thin lting.
Saying that. theugh. werit had centinued en the as-t behind the
scenes en the eff-chance ef Ferry Persche changing his mind.
with suspe nsien medl¿catlens and an increase in engine pewer
lup te ltlillbhp en the test-bed], but it was net raced after 19152.

Thanlts te the efferts ei privateers. hewevet. the Persche
marque was represented in the 1953 Werld Champienship.
Gerhard lrrlitter teelt feurth in the German Grand F’rlit,and Carel
de Beaufert managed sitcth in beth the Belgian and US Grands
Pritt. in all, this gave ¿ve peints. and seventh place te Persche
as a censtructer. Te put this inte perspective, the winning Letus
team ¿nished with 54,fellewed by Biil"r1 en SE. Sadly, De Bea ufert
died fellewing an accident during practice fer the isti-ii German
Grand Print at the Hijrburgring: he was the last te use the Tr'1El.i'2
lnangen

Cin the sperts-racing frent,the 1'15 'ir'v'-FIE and GTFt were given
new frent suspensiens {similar in design te that ¿tted te the
I-‘El? F1 car}, ending the leng-serving trailing—arm arrangement.
ln additien, the frent bedywerlt en the Spyder was medl¿ed te
match that ef the 19E-2—style ceupe [they were beth the same in
lSl1Er1]l,and a number ef ether nen-stressed panels were replaced

it

il‘-1-‘l’ '-rl=£.="- T“

The tlrst er’ the se--eaitad Eireil-tantse habar medels pictured at
Werit i shertly atter it was eerrrprieted. its ,ereper desigrraiieh

was the 3555 EUBUGB Garrera Gil but mest refer te it as the
DEB — a shertehed versrbh ef its nrblrharrre.
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The erigthat i3'tt’Ei irigh-t,l was ."e~irred by a sister ear in trhte ter
i_e Marts. The secerrd DES has e s.Iig.ittiy rlsrrewer B-pest.
which serves as a uset-ut identttyrhg teature.

byglsss¿bre items in a bid te save a few pti'eClG'LlS gram mes.'v'~r'erl-t
en the Grand F'ri:c engine enabled engineers te increase pewer
te aasbhpen theType Tiri unit.hlattrrally.thls impreved the car's
pewer-te—v|.reight ratie, which preved particularly useful in the
tep-flight hillclimbing arena. Persche had anether traclt vvarrier.
tee

The [lltS
The Dreiirerrtschcrber, er DES fer shert.wa s the Carrera 2 eguivalent
ei what the Abarth-Carrera GTL was te the elder T-S b-eciy - a
special lightweight machine with superier aere-dynamite that
teelt ad vantage ei every leeph ele there was in the Fla. ruieb-eelt-
Styling was rather lilte that ef the F1-B GTB,but with side windews
in the rear guarter pa nels. revised leu vres cut inte the i1anits.and
a different grille arrangement en the taii.

The ¿rst [JH5 was ready fer the Ta rga Flerie in Ma y. pewered

The t'.=tarthri_rnge car that came eighth at i_e irtans.

.|-'-'l.._
"-

'-
I

PORSCHE ‘ii’ -



F_______i
__

____ _________lg_II_ll___I____k_E____|____l‘_I|__|___I__|___

__F__¿q__1aw%'_F___.._i_H__*._r____.__r_ _LI;_______ ___

_Àr'__P____*___L__“;____‘
i___II_

I "____hair__|____‘___"___AM_ _

___I_|rI___1___

_'~l I _
,5______|_H-______|.__‘________.__

____“__-___1___|_#1y_-_ ____ _____"_H_____U__

__

___+___l____ _______ié

____4_"___

_-____

1“
______

"___1
_____ II_ I_$|__T

__ —_IIé____‘______-__l1__@1“1

_ _“______‘___
___J

M__}l_|d______%______À___'J i_____‘

J_____H__FJ_'__

_‘__

______1

__

If|l_|_
_À_ _______r_____‘r|

_ ______‘M:
_II

IrIII;II-I-_I‘___.II__‘

l_I__‘I|rI.‘_______

__‘I|_II_

___ j_r_:___
___I_L_d__

_______‘__

l||l_||I|| I IL___

1

I 
1IP-

1

Q

____ ___Ir

‘___IJ__

_____

‘TM____ l__L___-l

_1__Z_r

WW__\I



Waata EriauaaacETaaPHr
Sahrlhg 11-ha-ur Fiaca I113 Marc hi

1 J Surteesrl Scar¿atti Ferrari 2511115‘ EIIZFEP laps
I '|."ll' l'i'lairessei'l'-l 'l.I'aci:arella Ferrari ESEIF ID-El laps
3 _ G Hl|l.I'P' Ftaclrlguea
9 E Hpll:rerti'El' Wester

Ferrari 33ElTH.iLM
Persche-Abarth GTL

2-El-I-' laps
'1‘.-3'3 lapsi'lst in Class

1E1 _ E lElarthi'H Linge
15 C 'Eassel.ilI1 Sesslar

Persche-Alaarth GTL
Persche-Ptlnarth GTL

193 lapsilnd in Class
135 lapsist in Class

Targ_a Flu:-ricl {5 May]
1 _| Bcr rmieri'C M Abate Eih 55m 45 s.|'lst in Class
2 L Scarfia-ttli'L Ban-dinil'W lvlalresse Ferrari Dina 1SI|55F‘
El 1 H l.inge.l'E E-arth F'prs»che 35-l5El DH5

-Eh 55m 5]-'5
Th 2-l5m 1tIis.ilst in Class

Persche TIE GTFI

5 Ft Pucci.»'P Strahle Persche-Ftharth GTL I-‘h 3-Em Eli-'s.iEnd In Class
Tr" Ll Fr'iaglic|li,l'C1 Bag hetti Persche I"l-Elli"|.|'-H5 Th +l'J'm l2s.i2nd in Class

1 ti G Cavaliera.i'v' Ftlela Persche I-'15 F1551 1 lap dawrtilhcl in Cla ss
12 Ci liach.i5 ven Echrater Persche-Ftharth C1-TL 1 lap dawnilst in Class

l"li'irl:-urgring '1 lliilillil-t|'h -[1 9 May]
1 _l Surtees.l"lI'|r' liilairesse Ferrari ESUF I"h32m1H-s

Ferrari .’t_':-tlli-‘E-TIIIII
Ferrari ESEITF-1

2 _ P 1'-la|a|eti'_l Gulchet
3 C M i3tl:ia l'.e.l'Ll l'|i'laglicili

Ilhrltiirh £135
‘I lap dcnivn

Persche 356-B DES
Persche-Ptbarth GTL

4 _ H-J 'l|'|ia|teri'El P'ah.iE Barthi'H Linge
ill G liLech.iF' E-trahle

1 lap dawhilst In Class
+1 laps clawnrlst in Class

12 H Flu hnis.I'H Schiller Persche-Abarth GTL 4 laps clI:I'rI.rl"|.I'lnd in Class

Le Hlans 14-hp-|.lr Flace ll-El June]-
1 L ScarfiattlfL Elan-dini Ferrari 25tIlP 339 Ia 5 campariys new reed car irr tha faregraund.
1 1 .l Blatcin.i'C1 l.anglc|is Ferrari ESIZIGTCI 323 Iapi arra‘ Fc'n'jr F'rJJ'5|;hI;' erlring an the frent wing

F’ ar’ tha campany's new racer — the Tvpe
3 ll-ll P'arltes.|'U Magliali Ferrari ESEIP
E E Earth,|'H Linge l:'Dl'5-El'1E I"l-Elli"|.|'-H5

lay a preductien Carrera 2 flat-l‘c|ur,wlth a sister car_|-dining It in
time fc:-r Le Mans. Ely the way, this mddel was classed as a Ca rrera
in race entry lists, 1::-ut ef¿cially called a 35513 IEIUIDGE Carrera ET.
Hpwever, we will refer td it l:iy its DIG nicltname td differentiate
between it, the strict tlarreras, and the Abarths, which were
still playing an impdrtant rdle in the Pdrsche mptdrspprt
pregrarnrne.

The classic races
Cince again, the 'u"i¿::|rld Endurance Trephy was held ever fdur
rduncls. talting in established classic venues. Persche entered
twp la ctery Aha rthsat Eiaytdna id-na ca me ¿lth], hafpre shipping
them td Sebring. where they ran with larger engines and disc
hra l-tes.Beh Helbert had cla he well at Dayteha with the .ii.laarth,sa

"III

323 laps‘ E.i'U~"l- Bath vehicles wara styled hy i'Ela'tal'
3IlIlI|Il lapsi'3 rcl in Class lF|l:-J||.5l:-..,I|!]EI

-§I-II|I|r-;I-'1'-

was given a werlts drive alcin gside [Jpn Wester,
with the ether car shared lay Barth and Linge-
The wdrl-ts cars ultimately came hcirne ninth
and tenth [¿rst and secend in Class}. while
Chuclt Cassel [whd'd had an excellent drive at
Elayt-pna in his ciwn Ftlaarthll and Elcrn S-esslar
tddlt Class hcindurs in the 15-Ht] GT categdry,
heating Ferrari 25l]IGTDs, Jaguar E-types. and
Chevrdlat Cdrvettes aleng the way.

Persche went td seme real elfdrt fdr the
Targa,sah-ding the twcr-lltra THE GTE iÀdnnlari’
Al:-a tel and I-'1 El W-F15 -[ Mag I ic|li.iBag hettil eig h ts,
as well as a pair at werlts-pra paratttwc--litre GT
cars-Th ese were assigned ta the teams df Linge
and Barth, and Pucci and Etrahle, with Linge
having the 3555 Dir-15 rnpdel {as seen at the Le
Mans practice crn the ¿rst weeltencl crl Ftprilll,
while Pucci was given a rather mdra standard-
lcrcilting Ftlzl-arth.

Ednrller was cartaihly dn fa-rm In Sicily,
and did seven faultless laps ciut pf the ten in
tha race In his sis:-speacl, 1'3[l|::hp rnachlha-
|'-ilairesse's Ferrari had an argument with a
l:-allard altar a tauch at raln made the reads
slippery, allciwing the EldnnierÀibate pair td

an American dealer lrislt ta the Parscira
werlts at the and at I55-‘i. with the

-_-- I-l—-I -'|



win by a few secends, despite gear selecter prebiems — which
affected is-dth Fre-based cars. The winning average speed was
54.5-‘mph lI’iEi3-9kph]-, slightly c|uicker than the Ferraris that had
wen this classic read race in the previeus twe years.There were
alse Class wins fer the Linger'Barth car, and the private Abarth ef
Gerhard liech and Sven ven Schreter.

The hiljrburgring was a disaster, with the I-'18 GTH ef _le
E-ennier and e:c—Werld Champien Phil Hill dramatically crashing
eut,and the 1'15 W-Fi5 ef Ed gar Elarth and Herbert Linge suffering
tra nsartle maladiesrthe werlts Abarth ef5e pp Crregerancl Gunther
itiass alse failed te rna ke the ¿nish after an accident. Flt lea st the
Drefkenecheber had a geed run, Hans-Jeachim Walter and Ben
F'eh ilater jcrined by Earth and Linge after the W-F15 evplredi
taking it te feurth everall and an easy ¿rst in Class.

at Le Mans, just feur Persches were entered. and all were
werks-supperted.There were twe I-'15-based medels -[ene G-TH
ceupe and the W-HS Spyclerll, pewered by the twe-litre flat-eight
units, plus a pair ef EIIHS machines. As it happens, the epen car ef

Barth and Linge,cemplete with a new rear speller, was the enly
Persche ¿nisher, ce ming in eighth everall {third in Class}, despite
having lest a wheel at ene stage. Beth Eirefltentschetrer medels
fell by the wayside with engine treuble-

The Ta rga Flerie was te remain the enly eutrig ht victery fer
Pe rsche sperm cars in ‘led-3, unless erre ceurrts Edgar Elarth’s new
title ef Eurepean Hillclimb Champien,wen thanks te the use efa
werlts eight-cylinder racer in a highly-tuned state. in reality. the
Spyd er-based machines were eutdated new, but seen a change
irrclirectieh previded the¿tuttgartrnakerwith the winner's laurels
ence again. it's a shame that an era had passed en semething
efa iew nete, but,as Helmuth Elett peinted eut:"ln these days,
Spyders and read cars were net scr far apart." Persche insisted
en keeping a family relatienship between the preductien and
racing cars - even the early Gra nd Pris: ca rs. When ene ce nsiders
this,and the fact that the marc|ue’s cem petitien,mere eften than
net with far larger engines, was using serne very specialized
machinery, Persc he's results are all the mere cem rnendable.

'12.?-



t the tail end ef 1'51-E-3, respected jeurnalist and Persche
fan, Denis Jenkinsen, wrete: "Pt shert while age l
published a phetegraph ef the new Ferrari 15iZlGT Le
Mans,and suggested that it was the beginning ef a new

era et GT racing ceupes. t-iew, Persche have released details ef
their new cem petitien ceu pe fer GT ra cing, and it is as eicciting
as the Ferrari-The new Persche is designated the Type '51-Era, net te
be cenfused with the Type EPEI1, which is the te=u ring sis:-cylinder
that appeared recently at all the meter shews.

"The new Eitli-ti is a cemplete break frem Fiersche tradltien in
its ce nstructie n, fer it hasa chassis frame cemprised eftwe deep-
sectien be:-r members, suitably cress—braced, whereas previeus
Persche ceupes have been ef menecec|ue censtructien, made
frern thin sheet steel er sheet alu|ninium.The ‘QC!-ti chassis has
deu ble-wish bene and ceil spring suspe nsien frent and rear, and
rack-and~pinien steering, all ef which is directly ciesceecied frern
the Persche eight-cylinder C1-rand F'ri:c medels. The air-ceeled
twe-litre Carrera teur-cylinder engine is rneunted ahead ei the
rear an-cle and drives te a ¿ve-speed Persche gearbesc, and the
drive is taken te the independently-sprung rear wheels threugh
ene—piece clriveshafrs having veryclever inbeard universaljeints
that net enly swivel in all planes, but alse eittend in and eut en
shert iinks,giving frictien-free mevement te the rear end.These
new Uls achieve by mechanical means ercactly the same effect
as Letus arrive at with their rubber-ring ‘d eughnut' Li.ls used en
their racing cars.

"The very sleek bedy fer this new car is rnacie frem ¿breglass
and is bended te the chassis frame, the whele tail swinging
upwards te give access te the engine and gearbcar. The feur-
cylinder engine has E?t2it?4mm bere and streke, giving '1 El'i5|5cc,
and develeps 15!] bhp Dllil at TC-Illltilrptn using "r"tFeber carburetters
and a §l'.B:l cempressien ra tie. This new car is in preductien, will
be seld fer racing, and will be hemelegated as seen as pessible,
and Persche insist that it is net an 'airpe rt race r‘ but an all-reund

The elegant nese at ene at three 5'13-"t pretetypes built [chassis
F-liiatiiitfil, this ene cempleted il".' ritugrret 1Ei'i]1.'i. Aitheirgh its
,[r-rtjl tile was tirst and tcrernesl created te cheat tire wind. a
nrrmber et e'eter'.i changes wen": eeen e-_e,eii'ee' ea‘ the fmnt,

I hewevac
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GT car that can run in the Targa Fldrid, en smddth circuits, dr in
r-i!llllE5 ef the Teur de France type- It ls i¿tthg [3 Bella} lighter than
the previeus twe-litre GT,and has vastly imprcwed rdadhelding
and tra etle rt, equal re the ESE sperts Persches ef past seas-ens.”

The Type EIIJ4
Ferry Persche gave the gd-ahead fer a new cempetitien car at
the end cl-I‘ 195-2. when it was decided td quit the Grand Pris
circus and return te me-re familiar racing territc:-r],.r.T|::| cem ply with
FIH regulatidns fer the Grand Teuring Eham|::ric|-nship,at least IIZICI
e1-rampleswe-ulcl have tc: he |::1uilt,th us ruling eut Ia ls-our-Intensive
spaceframes and handmade hddies. Melting a handful crfcars at

| 

rhr E‘%‘Hit

a rirr|e,an aturnlhlurn bedy weuld have been the elzwieusahswer,
l:rut this was a jdh fdrartisans. Glass¿bre,en the ether hand,which
had been tried en certain parts ef Persches F1 and F2 +:ars,|::lus
I

Ifartetts wews et art ear-[it ere-preductien Àtlht. shewing the
.irtterter. ti'tet’rer1tsus,~:|er1si'er|and hrehfrtgr system, and the

engine tit the sha ssis heme. ¿ve fete-"ier was If-E'|']-" tttnetierlat
-:."erttathrhg aii that was rte-sessargr arrci rteththg mere, arid‘
¿nished ah materiats that w"ettte' reduce glare. as the seats

were reed‘, a eem ¿s-rta1‘Jie tJ'rr'whg ,e-rter'tr'|:~n was aeeernei'rshee'
we htetterheht in the steeahg setatnh and ;Jee'ai hes. The
dashht:-are‘ and steerrng wheei were ehenged siightiy r;-rl

series-,eree'ut:tieh werstehs er the ear;

g | '
I‘
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-r ___-|-:'I- i'.T-‘haests Ht]-=IiI'II'E' seen trem aheite. Nate the tear-cylinder
Carrera trnit and eil‘ tantt henea th the raised engine es tier
en the first cars. else. the way the deers etrt inte the reet
ta ate‘ aeeess and egress. the fuel titter petahp thretiph the
treht cempartment lie‘. and the neiret wthdmreen wiper
arrange-rrrer'tt, with twe arrns eperati'rr_-gr at sirtgte hla de.

the W-H5 in 1953 guise. was a better eptien ter ye-lume el‘ the
sert envisaged in this case, as cemp-enents ceuld be pred uced
c|uicl-tly and easily as seen as a meuld had been rnade — and
even the rneulds were cheap te matte cempeted te pressing
dies and stan"|ps.This material was th erefere chesen fer speed el‘
pred uctle-n.as feur te litre cars a day had te be built in erd er ter
the medel te qualify in time fer the start ef the 19-54 seasen.

Hewever. apart frem the edd. small cernpeneht here and
there, Persche had ne real er-rp-erience ef werl-ting in glass¿bre,
se fa rrned eut the werls te Ernst Hein l-tel Flu-gee ug bau — Heini-tel
being a cempany perhaps better-ltnewri fer its bembers and
bubble cars rather than eitetic bedyshellsi But this turned eut
te be an Ideal partnership, resulting in the creatlen ef a series e-I‘
lightweight panels that ceuld be repred uced at will.

The bedy {designed In the ¿rst weelts pt 1963 by Eiutal
Persche. by then head el‘ the new Styling Department} was yery
rnuch an eyelutien pf the 356-B DES and tie GTE medels. with
the sa rne elegant, peinted nese, but with a simple deer cut line,
and a ltarnm tail — a pepuiar aere-dyna mic trlcl-t ef the periecl.The
character line at what weuld be bumper height en a regular car
was alse seen in rnere subtle ferrn en the DES and GTH. but as a

' 1-“ "nil,
-'-‘Q-.__

_--—-:1.-,~

ill
,,,__._-;__-i__

-sq-all

rtin early Carrera =3T'.Ei hainp eentptetaci in Stuttgart, and what
appears te he the same car en display at the I 554 Geneva
Shew.

deep tuclt-in ef the sills en these elder machines rather than a
lull-length crease. in aclditip n.the rea-tline was sh-arter.as the rear
side windews were deleted and the rear screen breught cleser
te the cecltpit. sunl-t in-between ‘Àying buttresses’ en the Elilll-I1
that sweep dewn frem the reef te taper elf abeire the bulging
rear wheelarches. The bedyshell was ultimately bended te the
la dder-frame chassis te enhance rigidity.

The idea was te use the Àat-sis: then being cempleted fer
the Type '5?-D1 read car. which reached the rnaritetp-lace as the
legendary 9'1 1 . Ha ns Temala decided instead te s1:iclt with pre-ren
technelegy. and crptecl fer the feur-cylinder sate unit — a
‘l 55l:ihp tuned versien ef the twe-litre Carrera 2 engine that had
already seen service in the werlts Di-i'5. Ha ns Mezger then further
deyelepe-d the 1‘eur~cylinder,feer-cam unit, until the 5B?.i'3, as it

12?
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The Edit GT5 pictttree' with ene et the J5‘ pie-preciuetien
Hi is in mid- i5'5-ii. This paitietiiar shet gives ti very eiear

idea et scale. bet net ienp after it was taiten. a daesien re
eaneet the secend hatch et titiliis was rrrade ih view et the

uncertainty at i-ieinitei, and a tertheeniihg change in the Ft.-ii
rtiieeeeii.
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[letail shet pt the Iype ¿Hr'r‘ti engine, as strpptiee' iri the
'=:i.isteiner"' Eitiirt - the Carrera GT5.

I

The -sentpetitien shep. with 5t'_3'rt pretetypes in the teregretind.
and three speeiai ears sheet te heeerrie st|rrtethr'rt_g' realty

speeiai eyer the rieitt iew days in the eaciigretind. The ehgiee
hay was heitt te tat-re set- erre‘ eight-eytthp'er lumps, and this is

where the sears and aeera irariants were bern.

"I25

.-hnether irrew ef the ttttsy weri-tshep which we-'_.Ite' later be
tisee' ter 9 it preductien
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Tait pi a werits Eiiii-it.i'-5- The 5'-i."i='t.i'ti" eemh-il'ree' the heeji pi the
Carrera GT5 with the 225hhp. twe-titre Type TTI tiat-eigrht
en-gine te git-re a devastating sperts-racer: First seen at the t_e
iirians test weeitend in r1|,eri', the se-trss eitieiai deh-ut canie en
the iargri Fierte.
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The lili-HS with Graham Hiti at the wheei in Sieiiy. A ciriyeshatt
ceupiihp paye way when Ben-nier was drinnp.

was ltnewmrelialely |:|-reduced ltiilibhpand liiitilbft ef terd ue with
a straight-threugh etrhaust, er l55bhpi'l25lbtt in read-geing
trim. It was linl-ted te a fnre-speed transattle incerp-erating a EF
limited-slip differential, and a number ef gear ratie eptiens-

With a .13IElEI'mm [9'I.II.5inl wheelbase, and traclt dimensiens
ef 1315mm i5l.E.inJ up frent and 1312mm i[51.Eiin}| at the rear,
the chassis frame played hest te deuble—wishbene suspensien
at beth ends. with ceil springtsheck aiaserber units empieyecl
fer springing and damping. Fit the fre nt, this assembly sat in the
middie et the wishhehes. but at the baclt. they sat eutside. with
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Edgar Earth rnaittng greed use et the rett-eyer h-ar added te
the iiii-H5 in H55‘ te jump inte this weii-used wents ear at

5-tihnhg. it _|!;ITt‘.l'|.-'|Et't'i' temp-eramentai in Fierida. and again when
the sanie car were nurnher T55 ier its feurth Targa. F'erhaps
it was starting te shew its age? sitter ail, enly ene T ta tilt-HS

was eirer built

radius reds te aid lecatien. Disc braltes were used en all feur
cerners. seurced frem the 355E parts bin, shreuded by Eiunlep
1155 H15 radiais meunted en SJ rirn s.

The ¿rst preductien medel was cempleted in it-leyember
1953. and details were released te the press at the encl cit the
menth-The price fer the Ca n'era GT5 H the 'custemer'1.-tersien ef
the Eli]-ii — was less than Eilt-'l 3Ei,iZiEIiII. which was cttiite cheap ier a
there ughbred racing machine-

The intentien was te build TDD examples with the feur-
cyllnder -Earrera engine fer hemelegatien purpeses as seen as
pessible -[twe cars a day preved the limit at the Heinltel fa cility}.
and then te ma lte a small series as werl-is cars with sltt- and eight-
cylinder pewer units. Fitter that,a secend series ei ’lCICI vehicles

‘l 29



Ti

weuld be built fer the I955 seasen, selely with sis-cylinder
engines and with an eveiutien certi¿cate ter E-T cern petitiens-

F-iecerds shew that areund l ill! EIIIII-its were built in the initial
preductien run. Persche ltept the ¿rst ten 196-I medel year
cars fer itself, but the vast majerity ef the rat were seld within
wee-its. with seme delivered as early as the middle ef January.
Altheugh many ei the early cars went te America, it wasn't until
Ell March I954 that he melegatien requirements were ¿nally
met; sadly, tee late fer Eiaytena and Sebring, putting the car in a
Class it was never meant te be cem petitive in. Despite the car's
pepularity,demand did ultimately eutstrip su pp|y,as the secend
batch was never made. Instead, with Heini-tels future as pa rt ef
the VFW greup uncertain. reseurces were peured inte anether
new machine planned fer I95-Er, when the werld Champienship
weuld be run using a different ferntat.

The 35 E5 DES et Gunther iifiass and Jeehen hieerpaseh
being admired in Sieiiy: and a rear view et the same ear as it

appeared err the Targa Flerib.
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Edgar Earth and t_i'nit;ierte Magiiijiti were riirihilhg t-1-ai't

'-. I.
"'-'.'

—' _"_.'E'

—

- | . | . iin the t'§'i1ir=tr‘-ti tiritii a tteii spring and tiarriper uriit t_1rette,
catising a srnaii accident that stewed the pair ier the

remainder ei the race-
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1954 seasen review
ills the werld Sperts Car Champienship fermat became less and
less distinct, with a great deal ef its appeal le-st as a result, the
mest imp-ertant races were these that accepted pretetypes.
fer these were the clesest te a preper he-helds-barred fermuia
— events that accepted pure spe rts-racers. and therefere the best
that each manufacturer ceuld ¿eid.These high pre¿le endurance
events -[seme ef which allewed Gfs te run at the same time, giving
the ltind ef ceieurful grids that harlted baclt re the heydays ef
the ‘it-lSEisi|,were augmented by GT racesand hillclimbs,and even
the Teur de France Ftutcimebile was included. Naturally. it was
almest impesslble te declare a werthy champien at the end ef
the seasen

Persche entered the twe 35-EB Dir-TS medels at Daytena, with
Edgar Ela rth. Herbert Linge. J-e Eennier. and Den Wester sharing
the driving in this 2iZ1tiEtitm.iST-enly meeting. in a race demlnated
by 15iIIGTDs, which marl-ted the debut ef the ‘Eli?-i-l {albeit an
unsuccessful eutingl. ene ef the factery Persches came sii-ith
{¿rst in Classl,vvitl'| the ether eighth -[secend in Class}.

These same twe cars were then used fer the Se bring it-heur
classica me nth later in hila rch,aleng with the T13 'u'ii-F-iS fer Earth
and Linge. The best ef the werlts Persches was the ‘standard’
Di-{S handled by Eien Pen and tee Eiua:-tetta [the Den Wester Di-{S
ran as a pretetype]. ¿nishing tenth everall and ¿rst in the twe-
litre GT catege ry. Hewever, it was net the ¿rst Persche te cress
the line: that heneur went te the ninth-placed EiiÀl-t GTS driven
by Briggs Cunningham and Lalte i.inderweecl-The sea was net
hemelegated until .itpn'l, meaning it had te run as a pretetype
at Se bring. rather than a GT car. hienetheless. it still wen its Class.
in this, its ¿rst majer race iDa ytena was net en the internatienal
calendar at that time}. Twe ether 904 GT5 medels ¿nished. with
twe mere failing te reach the end - all ef the tilt}-ils we re privately
entered in Flerida.

The set had already shewn a geed turn ef speed in the
States. en pewer tracl-ts where a hersepewer advantage ceuld
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I The Davis-i'F'ticc.i Ei'Ei-it en its way te victery eri the Targa. l

malte itself felt, but su perier handling was very much the erder
ef the day en the Ta rga Flerie. it geed chassis ceuld level thin gs
u|a.as leng as there was eneugh terque en hand te get eut ef the
cerners as quicl-rly as a v.iell—bala nced ear ceuld ge thre ugh them.
iviedi¿catiens appiied alter lessens learnt frem the L15 races. and
further testing. impreved the Eiiiial, with better venting fer the
engine bay. and a hest ef miner changes aimed at enhancing
relia bilityand ease ef servicing.

With the Ferrari factery team staying away frem Sicily. it
leel-ted lilte the biggest threat te Persche weuld ceme frem
the Shelby-Cebras and privateers. The werlts entered the W-HS
and a new eight-cylinder versien ef the 904 {designated as a
Eli]-=l.i'Bl. plus a 35EiEi DES and twe EHIIJ4 GTS medels. Llnfertu nately.
a driveshaft eeupiing brei-te while El-ennier was leading in the
W-HS. leaving Earth and hiiaglieli in ¿ent in the Eli]-ilt'B.This pair
was then delayed when a suspensien failure ca used an accident.
theugh there were eneugh regular Siiials te give the Stuttgart
ma re ue an epic victery. Eeiin Davis teen ef the fa meusieumaiist
and racing driver, Sammy]-, and iiintenie Pucci wen the 1954
Targa Flerie; Linge and Eialaarini ¿nished secend in anether Sit]-ii
GTS. The Dl'iS came seventh after bralte prebiems slewed i-tlass,
a tep rally etitpenent. but he and I"-leerpasch ceuld be preud ef
their third in Cla ss,while Ja cc-| ues Fiey's 904 GT5 piclted up feurth
in the same 1-Eiillti GT categery.

iii St]-tiltm race at the beautifut Spa circuit was add ed te the
t"5i'Ei-ii endurance calen da r,albeit restricted te GTs. He fewer than
eight sea GTSs ¿nished the eve nt. including the seie factery car
ia nermal, feurecylinder versien} entered fer Earth, with enly ene
falling by the wayside. Fteiiability cencerns veiced during the
Ta rga Flerie preved unfeunded.

Filtheugh Ferrari wen at the hldrburgring. Persche's
perferma nce was every bit as lmpresslve,thanlts te the efferts ef
privatee rs. The factery entered Ei[i=l.i‘Bs fer the pairings ef Da visi
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Frent and rear views at the werlts aerra suppesed te
have been shared by G-eiiri Davis arid Edgar Earth fer the

llluntiurgring teeeitm classic. altheugh they ended up using
a feur-cylinder machine breught eir:-rig as a T-cal". it-iiimber
as was driven by Herbert l_inge and Gerhard lviittet white
I25 ih the ill-tieltgreund was handled by .ie Eennier [seen
tallting te Huschi-ie ven Hanstein at the baclt ef t2T,l. and

Fliehie -Eiththec

Barth iferced te use a spare GTS fellewing a preerace accident}
and Bennler.lGinther, plus a regular t'=ltIl4 fer Linge and iiilitter.
Davis and Barth crashed eut. while Eicinnier and Ginther had
all serts ef prebiems, but semehew limped te a Class victery.
even after ¿nishing behind Eien F'en’s privately-ewned GTS; the
fact there were he ether vehicles left in the Pretetype categery
after lCIClIIIIltm seems te eitplain iti The Lingeiliiiitter car ¿nished

.--..-.ie‘ wgrd es-.a=.

Gunther iflass and Sepp Greger shared the 3555 DES
but it was ltlass name en the entry .tst rather than Persche

System Engineering

es-.
-‘fa

This Belgian 9tJ-it GTS et lvtareet van
Elierbeali and Emile-C“la ude Clemens
crashed etrt et the l'~turl':-urgnng event

inset The car that Herbert ilrluiier and Andre
itnerr teelt te siirth place isecend in C*iass,l
at the i"-ii.ii1burgririg Sadly the werlts Ferraris
were tee streng ier the Stuttgart warrrers en
this eeeasien



a disapp-einting l.'tth, with ne fewer than si:rt
GTSs creasing the line ahead ef them.

Le t-rians was net l-tind te Persche. Beth
Eieeres tetvieae and stvieuel had engine and
clutch treuble that put them eut ef the race,
and clutch slip en the werlts GTS ef lite-ch and
Schiller slewed pregress en that car, te-e. Even
theugh the privateers did well. in reality. the
wee itend was best fergetten

The circus them meved te Fteims. but enly
ene ‘Stir-ti.-‘E. {assigned te Davis.iBarth} and a GTS
fer iitech and ii-‘litter were entered by the werlts.
Nevertheless. E-lght ether ae-ts lined up en the
grid. thanlis te private ewners turning eut. se
there was plenty ef Persche representatien.
Llnfertunately, the ":'i'Cirl.iB drepped eut when its
gearbe-at lest all its eil.antl it becarnesemething
ef a Ferrari whitewash- At least the German
malter ceuld claim eatcellent reliability fer the
regular GTS. and a ene-twe-three in Class, but it
wasn’t c|uite the same as an eutrig ht victery.

The titles were restricted te the separate
I-Eitltlcc race at the Ti at the end ef Aug ust. and
there was he wbrl-is activity. The nest reund ei
interest was therefere the ¿nal ene in Paris — the
titentlhery teeelim Ftace- The se-its pl Linge
and ti-‘litter went eut fellewing an accident
[net a geed debut fer the sbtcylinder versien
ef the ED-'-iii, and the car entered by Auguste
'I.teuillet fer Eluchet and ltlass alse fell by the
waysid e-Eut at least the factery ‘ETD-tr'El tiitti-ttiililliti
¿nish ed en the pedium. and there was anether
ene-twe~tltree in Class fer the run-ef-the-rniii
SID-'-ls, giving Persche yet anether tvtieelitre GT
Champienship title.

Cif the miner events, Gerhard itech wen
the itheinland-Plait race at the H¿rburgrlng
in August in his ‘BID-4, Fteb Sletemal-ter te-el-t
the Àag at the lnter—Eurepa three-heur event
at iiilenza, and alse came third at the hliirburgring, while Jee
Buzaetta and Bill Wuestheff wen the Eiridgeha mpten Deuble EDD
meeting, fellewed heme by the ‘Hil’!-‘l ef Si-tip Scett. Cither Persche
GD-il drivers te piclt up pedium places included Ben Pen at the
l-iilirburgring and lvlenaa, Guy Ligier at i'-rlentihery -[third behind
ltechi. Dicltie Ste-ep and Mil-te de Lldy at Geedweed. and Heinz
Schiller at Mensa-

li'-lTEFtl'-i.i!iTlDl~lAL Eiieuaaivct Hacss
Elaytena 2Cl'i]Cl ltm i lfi ifebruaryi

l
2

P HilitP' Fiedrlguez _ Ferrari 2511-GfD
D P'ipert'L Eiiianchi Ferrari 251]-i.Tl'Ci

32? aps
323 aps

LI.|- 'tt't Ha nsgen.i'Fl Gre_ss|1-iann Fe_rrari 15-l]GTD sta aps

lIlI|lIli'r
E..Es.ttiriH.Linesii-tieitiiisr -.Fe!ts'is.t-tt.B.'?'ii?r..
J EienriierlD 'ii'Itester.iE. Barth Persche 355-El DitS

ti". t-Ivi'.ati.=.1 Fires.
3t;i_t-_aps.i2nd in Class

-rr ‘LU D Streeteriiti iturltjian _ Fe rsche-hba rth GTL 2?? apsttrd in Class

Seltring 12-heur llace [.22 i'iiarchi-
M Farl-tes,-fL:| htlaglieli l H I _ Ferrari ET"5F" 21¢ aps

_.'t
3

L Scarfiettiiti-i 'i.tacca_reiia _ Ferrari EFSP
J SurteestL Eia_r}dlrri Ferrari 33IiZlF’

313 aps
212 aps

5| L Llnderweedih Cunningham Persche Eiti-‘Ii GTS 19-t apstlst in Class
it E Fe nit Eiuasretta Persche E‘-5E-B DES 191 a|:is.ilst in Class
ll IE Cassel,i'El S-essliar Persche-Abarth GTL ISICI a|:is.t2nd in Cla ss
lil
1'3

D 'v"testeri‘Ei Jennln gs _ Persche-Fibarth G1‘L
E E-arthl'H Linge Persche Til El W-H5

l?5 apstlntl inCiass
lTi'_'i- a|:|-s.f3rd in Class

Ta rga Flcirici [Ii-ii April]
1 C Davisrtli. Pucci Persche Ell]-ti GTS ith lem E-tlsi'l st in Class
3
|.Ir.I

i'iii.riir.r.te tries. . _- -.ts.riE.irr.'stit'.~'tts. .
ll 5.‘.l_iti'Z‘!t_"*1'”‘l.I‘-'="=lt'_'.'El'_ are were traits Ti! .

"--.trEl"-

' .ttet-i£!.tr~it.rai-1si.e.r
Tth_2Im ets

§-iia.ititt.i»i.iiia.s.iiaii..- _.t'aes'1s.-tititB._...- -
G i'tiass.tJ l'-ieerpasch Persche 35ti-E DiIiS

an earn liisrl S1.‘ in rt...
ith 3-em 45-si'3rd in Class

Spa SC|C|ltrnilTI' t'."layi
l
2

iti Parites _ Ferrari ESIEIGTD
J Guichet Ferrari 2 Si]-GTE!"

Eli-_ sim |.‘J_5s
ith 33m lills

Lili- L Elandini Ferrari 2513-GfD Eh It-tim Etls
'i..I'1 E Barth Fe rsche sea GTS 1 lap dewnrlsr in Class
"--J G ttech Persche SID-4 GTS 1 lap dewnilnd in Class
-Bill E Peri Persche Eiiliir-l GT5 1 lap dewnlird in Class

reiirlnaed page t_lEr

..ie Beririier rrera, i-ierhert Linge itrentrei, and n"iaster erigrfieec
i-teiniuth Be ti. ,eictui'ed in rettective meed in lEi¿“-it.
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_ lrrrssnsnenst Eaeussncs Hscss
l"llLirh-ut§|t'|t‘|g ttltltll-trnt31 Masrl

1 L 5t:arFtet=tit'l'-l lltaccarella Ferrari HEP ?h ElÀrn 2?s
1 M Fa rltesÀ Guieltet Ferrari ESDGTCII Th CI5|m I125

||J1L|I|l'
-'5"."."?l1'l'5*."5F'.'=ll .. '.‘T'=1!T5F.'?F ?'5ifl..‘35 -7""'..".-71'!'T'l! H‘-ii.‘ 5‘ l" 51*“
.l Ennnierr¿ Ginther Persche EEZI-=il-J'Eli 2 laps |:lc|||.|'|.|11,|"lsl'_ II1 {Jess

-DllllJ'I-

H Mljllerhlt itnerr Persche EID4 {H5 Q l_a|:i_s clewrrtlnd in Class
J 5iÀ‘erti'H Schiller Fe rsche ED-ll GT5 2 laps clewrttird in Class

_| U1 G iilass.i5 Greger Persche 355-El etts 3 laps cl-|:|-u'|mj'3-rcl In Class

Le Ma ns Iii-l'|ciL|r Fliace [El ..lt.| rte]

-1 -.l.'-l3.'ili'Fl1.*E_11"|"'|T'-‘.".i"1À"¿'||-it - l=?"i"'l_37.'5F" .3‘l15 PP5
2 IE Hi|||l'J Bcirmier Ferrari 331]-P‘ 311-11 aps
|i.||J J 5urtees.iL Ela nelinl Ferrari EEUP 33? aps
‘--ll H Eu chet.|'C1 Ligier Fe rstihe 904 GT5 322 apsÀ st tn Class
III!- B F'eh.I'H van Iallnge Persche Etlit-4 GT5 315 a|:rs.i2ncl In Class

-I Ell E ltZechIH Schiller Fe rsche Eilil-'-l t:Tl5 31-It aps.F3rcl tn Class

Heims 12-h eur Race t5 July]
hetrerr frem the Jeeenese Grene Frat ene‘ e
Fhhee Sh].-'1'l|"lIE heme ehesee' he e 9111'-='l GT5

I 'E|Hill.I'.l Ecmnler Ferrari 2I"5LH.l'IF" 2'35 aps The EU-=1‘ e'tttteÀ by Seeteeht -Ehrhtba, went en
2_ _ .l_ £iu__rtees,t'L_ _Ela nellnl Ferrari 2?5LI|'l.hP EQ5 aps

M Fa rltes,l'L S-|:ar¿c|l:ti Ferra ri-l5l]~lE|'TCl' 2?Eil apsLl-I

te win the event (Ceurtesit hllsssnj

U'|L|I'l

H Estefa ne.t.it Via nnlnl Persche Stilt-'-l -E5 if?-"33 _aps.|'1st in Class ,-illtheugh Edger Elerth wet] the l'lti'ehI 's"enletet
|"t.I|'l-|'.Ii|l'l"t'l'CI in an Else-Persche, he was seenE l'2e-=:l'|u"E l'l|'l|iI.'ter Fe rsche 904 GT5 2?! a|:|-s.F2nr.l tn Class

"--ll. B Pc|n,.I'H Sleterna lter Pets-Àee ED-4 -GT5 Eittll a|:rs.t'3n:l |n Class eaes .l.".I the cl the seetefthe FIB W-F-i'5

M-e-nlilh-ers‘ lEIClCll-tm l‘l'l Cllc l'.crlJer]

J.-.'l§!‘!l|_l~l.1..5i'I*t""!1‘¥! .. . .-Fs'"!i33.'!?P ._ -1319. PR5
2 F‘ Heelrigue-st_l‘J Schlesser Ferrali 25l}El'Ct ‘I2? aps
ILIJ E Elartl1l'C Davis Fe rsche Eli!-'-HE! I25 aps!1st tn Class
D'- Fl 5-I-ete n‘|alt,er.|'|'JI tra rt Lertnep Persche BE!-4 GT5 I2-i a|:|-s.i'l st In Class
DI- E F'ent'G ltlech Persche Ellit-'-l GT5 I23 a|ss.i2_ncl In Class
‘ID

There wasalsie-a thircl pla |:e in theTe-ur cle France lhutemebile
fer Hebert Buchet ancl Herbert Linge, which translated inte ah
easy Class win fer the Frer|1:l1—German pairing an-|:l their 904 GT5:

J DewezÀ Herguen Fe rsche EH4 GT5 I21 aps.t3rsl In Class

11-1?

the werlts car ef Gunther itlass and H-elf Wutherlch carne nest,
fellewed by twe rnere 904 GT5s. Farther a¿eld, Sreul-tichi 5-hil-tilea
wen the Japanese Grand Pris, but it wasn’t lerlg l::+efere the
clemestic rnanufa-cturers were creating seme very specialized
rnachlnery te rneet the German challenge.

The Elva-Persche
Elva was a British sperm car mal-ter feunclecl in 1955 by Frank
l'~lichels.E|vaswerealways |:|e|:|-ularin .Fl.merica,allewin-g l'~ll4:hels te

‘I35

|5O
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Eegar Eiarih ihreacling his was threugh tra itie te the stan‘
et the Eiierre iaientagna Crane hiii'c-iirnh. Cit the selren ,eeint-

seering reene's, he wen the ¿rst sis te eieirn the I554
A heautitei shet trem the Gaishene event in Austria. with Earth Eerepeari Hrir'eiini;- i3harn,er'enshi,e with ease. This last event

in the eaeitereeite siueiring the cempetitien ~ in this case. a et the seasen, in which E'an'h iaiieei te finish, was wen tw
Ei'lri'l-"l~"—,|::-ewereci Letus Herbert ilrltitter in an Elva-Fersette. Sacil}-; Earth i'el'l senieesljr

espa nci the business in teat with larger premises epen ed in Fhre.
seuthern Englancl.The Marlc ‘till that was launchecl at that time
came te the attentien ef a number ei U5 racers, ancl Carl Haas,
the Elva impcrrter basecl in Chica ge, was asltecl te see if Persche
weuld be willing te supply‘ pewer units fer this lightweight
rnachine.

Ultimately, Persche cletrelepecl a lÀÀbhp, feur-cg,-'linc:ler
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iii‘ seen after. ene eiiaci in iiriair i565. The iii’-F-'5 was retiree in
his heneur

Carrera engine with a heri:-:ental ceeling tan fer the preject,
and lin lsecl it te a ¿ve-speetl gea rbert befere it was rnatecl te the
litlarlt ‘till spaceira me.Testinr;| teelt place at the encl at 1953. with
Herbert Linge persenally trying the pretetype as a safeguard
against factery embarrassment. The ¿rst car was then shippeci
te Haas, ancl raced with a great cleal ef success at the tail encl ef

the seasen-
At the 1964 Lenclen

Ftacing Car Shrew. it was
anneunced that Trejan hacl
beught the Elira marque,
but the ef¿cial debut at the
‘pred uctien’ El1ra—F'ersche
was ef greater imperta nce te
fellewersef meterspert.lir‘|ere
than a rieten were built anci
shippeclstraighttethe¿tates,
but the marriage el an Elva
chassis ancl a Persche engine
was semehew clestinetl te
be better In theery than in
practice. At least the Ehre-
Persche cembinatien ieune
faveur with the hillclimbing
set in Eurepe, but it was at
little censelatien te these
whe ciiri the match malting in
the ¿rst place
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hanldulhr. 1955 was the last ]|i'EEl.l' ef a mirted fermat fer
the tep-class races; I'Eii:'rEr weuld see a retum te purity,
with pretetypes and preper sperts-racers ¿ghting it
eut fer a meaning iul Werld Champienship.This new era

weulcl ultimately bring abeut ene ef the mest exciting perietis
in the histery ef meterspert. in the meantime. the GT title was
stiii F'c=-rsche‘s target fer the sea; the sens encl assis medels
were re¿ned, and a batch ef unusual eight—cjg,rlinder variants was
pretiuceci te cem |-eete in the premier hiiiclimie series-

The races
The factergr had twe ‘Still-tls listed as entries fer Dasrtena, but they
did net cempete in the end. Instead, it was left te pritrateers te
upheld Stuttgart heneur, and a very geed jeb they did ei it, tee,
with three GT5s ¿nishing in the tep ten te secure a ene-twe-
three in the twe-litre GT Class- There were ne reiiai:-ilinr issues,
either, as the feurth 904 in the race alse ¿nished, albeit a leng
way ciewn the heici.

Despite a ceuple ef El"-III4 retirements, the GT5 claimed ¿rst
threugh ¿fth in Class at 5eltrring.w'lth the twe werlts-entereci cars
ceming eut at the tep ef the pile. The fa ctery EI~lIl4,I'El ceupe was
perhaps the enly disa ppeintment in a irersr wet Fl-eritzl a. ¿nishing
a leng way dewn en the leaders.

Persche had a Eli]-ttÀancl a 9i.II4r'Eratthe Le Mans te-st weeltend
in early April, the latter spetted with a trertical ceeling fan [still
herizental en the eight-csrlinder ca r]I.and
special weizrer cariautette rs. Lap times
revealed it was geing te be a Ferrari trersus Hawing rnade tta dehut in irteritiiterr at and et
Fe rcl e1.rent.with the Persches quite a Icing
wast eff the pace. But 24 heurs is a leng
time. ancl nu-thing is e-rer certain until the
chequered Àag falls at Le Mans.

l‘-tlenzta was added te the calendar
fer 1El'E-5, with Ferrari turning eut in ferce.
He-wetter. the perfermance ef Eien Pen
and Fiehert Slete maiter's private EID4 GT5
was quite re marlta ble, rece rding feurth
cweraii against eppesitien that sheuld
have pres-ed way tee streng if ene was te
taite any netice ef i:reeitmaher'se-tici s-CIni~,r
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i£it5'-ti reeaeet duty eemreriee[.I. the sears eeneeet
was derreiepecl further in T955. and twe new
ears were euiit {Ert3'Et.Ii1'i and aesetet. These

used the t5'Hter: T}.-t_t;I-ET: Hut engine ernpiejred il"i
the at t read car eut. with twin -plug heads and
a numeer et ether rneditieatiens. it was tuned ie

glue iatihhp instead ei the raguiar .i.ftdhhe. Tuning
and a new exhaust system humped up eewer te
"i Ei5.tr.hp en the sea ‘a 55 Fr-*3 teur-crriihdar engine.

tee. impreitemeÀts in erairing. stee-nhg and
suspensien were arise made rh readiness ter the

new seasen.



"'-.

-tIl'-¿||......,|‘h—‘_""-

|_-_-

rinether Ei-:f.i-t variant was the sears Bergspvder. in hiiiciiriihrig. weight raduetien cernes haters beauty. and stviing
eehsideratiens were eevieusir et rre cencern with this series- it appears that three cars were given Epvder eee'ies. usuaiiv

pewered hv tIat—eights, altheugh at least ene had a siiecviinder unit transplant at serne stage in its racing lite. These cars, iiira
the twe new 5i3vi_hfis euiit ier i 5'55. carried see rather than ae-i chassis nunteers.

Gerhard tiii'i'tter and l-i'ent:-ert Lihge
teeir this Eitfi-t'r’El ceupe ta a Ciiass win
in the pretetype cetegerv at Ssh-ring.
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Gerhard itech and Hen Pen in actien during the rhÀ.-iiC‘
ttitiiljiirm event at the hiurhtrrgnhg-
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ene ether Persche was entered — that ef the 5-cutierla Filipinetti
- but this was withdrawn felilewing a fatal accident in ene ei the
team's Ferraris.

There were ne Persches present ier the Teurist Trephy races
en I l'vlay. se the Targa Flerie was the net-tt impertant race as
far as fans ef the Stuttgart marque were cencerned. i-‘Class and
Pucci ran a Eii]-HIE in practice. but swapped te a regular GT5 in
the race. white ivlaglieli ancl tinge parltecl up their 911 te drive
a sir-t-cylinder 90-ii ichassis 'EiEi4EHII'li; Andrea 'v'iannini crashed a
werlts tI=T5.arrti ciici net ta ire the starters Àag- hlthe ugh a Ferrari
wen. the werlts Persches ¿lled the neztt feur places. The 9Ei-=l.iE
that ca me secend was ene crf the Berg spycier me-tiels teeeee ii.
while the ether9D=ii'E.which ¿nished feurth, had a regular ceupe
bedy. In-between them was the l‘-ilagllelir'Linge machine. with

"HID

The
werirs
ears
abeut te
set err‘
ter Si-:‘.I'ly:

The serve Spyder that C‘eiin Davis and Gerhard
tviitter campaigned‘ en the ilarga Fierie being
used as a .handy writing desir. This is chassis

HiI|5iI'lS'?_. vvhich was itnevvn at the t'ai_':tery as the
islangaruh due te its driving characteristics. Due

-eentemperery repert described it as ieetrirrg
"terribly shert and ,Ei'-EC‘-'_r'rlC-it‘. "

-I--$--F

the l-tiassiF'ucci car tal-ring ¿fth anti a Class win in the twe-litre
GT categery. Cinly ene Persche tailed te ¿nish - the 904 GT5
belenging te Cria nce rle lvlaestrini. which had treuble with its fuel
system ea riy en.

The 5pa—Francerchamps event attracted little in the way
ef factery suppert, se the Belgian Ferraris were up against the
Dutch Persches. dealer tea ms.and a smattering ei privateers. Pen
did well te iteep up with the larger-engined Ferraris en thb fast
circuit. and ¿nished third in a '5Ii]v-'l GT5, less than three minutes
ticiwn en the winner. it secend in Class was duly secureci by a
private FiÀri atter Sletemal-ter had a wheel brealt en the ether
FtaclngTeam Helland GT5.

The ltllifiillltm classic at the l'-iiirbu rg ring was net a happy ene
ier F'ersc he in i955. Edgar Earth had died en the eve ef the ra ce,
and ene ef the Eli]-'-'rr'E Elergspyders had been badly damaged in
practice. Civershadewed by the Ferrari pretetypes {including a
new Dine iti-Er]-, des plte ¿elding three =£l'Eir=l.iE-s and a ac-tra ceupe,
Piersche’s perfermance prempted ene cemmentater te pender
whether er net the atta was ebseiete. The teath weutrt ge-

‘..-..-



lnrtenirrrerrst Eneurrsrvct Fiitcts
2 J 5urteestL Scarhnttl Ferrari 33lII-F2 1tltilaps
3 B i'vlcLaren.ii'iZ Miles Ferd GT-ii-Cl B-E laps
4 Eli F'en.iFl 5-lete ma lter Persche BB4 GT5 ".il'2 laps.r"'l st in Class

larga i-lerie [*3 ltilayi
1 l'-i 'v'accarellai'L Ba ndlni
2 C E.'iavisi'C1 Mitter

Ferrari 2}-‘SP2
Fe rsche iiÀl-'-li'B Spyder

I-'hC1m11s
Th C5m 3r1si'1st in Class

L|rJ l...l Ma glieli.i'H Linge Persche 9Cl4i'I‘.i- ceu pia- Ifh C¿rn 55-s,I'2nd in Class

'-'1-Fl

J El-en nier.ii.'5 Hill
Er l"ilass.r"rii|. Pucci

Fe rsche 'ii'Ei-'-ir'B ceu pe
Fersche BB4 GT5-

Iih ‘Elm 'El'Elsi'3rd in Cla ss
Th ' "I rt1 i]Ii's,I'lst in Class

Spa 5CICIltrrr r rs rvravi
1 iti‘ Friairesse Ferra ri 2? 5Li'-il ith EilmÀrlzis
2 Ell Piper Ferra ri 2 T5 Lit! 3h3'lrrrril3s
3 BPcrn

1B Lliiernier
Persche BB4 GT5
Fe rsche EIB-'-1 GT5

Eh 32m 3?s.i1st in Class
It laps dewnilnd in Class

l‘-iiirburgring itfitlltfil-rm [23 l'-‘I-ay}
'l J Su rteesi'L S-ca r¿etti Ferra ri 3 3'lIlIF"1 Eh 53rt1IlIlI5s
2 lv'l F'arlr.esi'J Gulch-et
3 J El-ennier.r"J Hindt

Ferrari BI-‘SP2
Fcrrsche QC!-ii-i'B ceu pe-

Erh 53111 513-5
Th i]i]rt1 5‘.-ii's.ilst in Class

5 Ll lrila gliclli'H Linge
11 A Fisch-ha l:|eri'U Schuta

Persche EIB-=1i'd ceu pit
Fe rsche ‘iii!-'-'l GT5

1 lap tlewn.i3rd in Class
2 laps dewntl st in Class

‘I4 M Ftbels.r"'G Selbach Persche ED-4 GTS 3 laps de'r|rni'2ncl in Class
21 El Deg nertF Hallsuhl Fe rsche BB-=1 GT5 5 laps dewnt?-rd in Class

hilrugelle ECICI l-rm iti .lune]
'l lv'l Ca seni,i.i!lr liiicedemi Ferra ri 2 5'lIlLM rIh5'.ilrrrIl]I-Els
2 lv'l Gra natC Tap petti
3 Cl S-igalail. Taramazze

Ferrari 25BLl'-ii
Ferra ri 2 SDLM

5lrtII3m Bis
5h 'l+1mIl]Ils

El G lrila estrln'ttC Fabrl Persche BB4 GTS 5h 42m 2-Ers.i1st in Class

Le lvlans its-heur Ftace [Ltd June]
1 lril Eregeryti Hindt Ferrari 2i'5Ll‘-'l 3-IB aps
3 F" Du n'|ay,r'IEr Eresselin Ferrari 1T5 Lfril 343 aps

-|irI.r.iI

W Malresseii Blaten
H Lingei'F' l"iie clter

Ferrari 2]-'5GTB
Persche 9Ei4i'ti- ceu pe-

Briti aps
335 aps.r"'l st in Class

C ltiechih Fischha ber|r.l'| Persche BB-=1 GTS 325 apst1stln Class

Fieirna ‘I3-heur Hace [4 July]
1 P Hedriguearii Euichet
2 J Surteestlvi Farltes

Ferra ri 3-ESP}
Ferrari 3'l55F"1

EEC aps
EH2 aps

Li W l'r'lairessei'J Blaten
i5 F‘ Hawltins.fiv1 de Lldy

Ferra ri 15IIIiLi'-ii
Persche BB4 GT5

2?B aps
2151 aps.r"'l st in Class

1B C Ba rbiertii. Fetier

142

Fe rsche BB-'-1 {TF5 231 apst2 nd in Class

in this 12-heur event. and with l'-tlentlhery
demeted. that was the end cf anether year's
racrng

in the miner meetings during the year.
tv'lauri.tieGra na pileted a'EiClvl GTS tesecend place
in the Circuit ef'v'allelunga in i'-'lay,and Persche
was triumphant at Selitude a ceuple ef menths
later. in beth CrT and sperts car races. Ben Pen
wen the Circuit ef Ea ndveert fer Gra nd Teurlng
cars. and then Herb Weta nsen wen the twe-litre
versien ef the Deuble 5CtCl at Elridgeharnpten
with his ewn BCI4. There was enly ene ether
Fe rsche in the event tthe 356B Carrera ei Bruce
Jennings]. and that failed te ¿nish- Wetansenfs
victery was therefere lreenly appreciated baclt
in 5tuttgart-Te end the seasen. Hebert Buchet,
Flelf Stem melen.and Feteriliregg were secend at
i'v'ie ntlhiary, lnnsbru cit, a nd hla ssa u respectively.

lt’s fair te say that the BB4 had deminated
twe-litre GT and sperts car racing during 1BEr-1
and 1965. in terms ef everall wins the BI-Cir-1 was
net as successful as the previeus i'1Bs,theu gh it
did set Persche en a reute that led te a decade
ef cempetitien success. Frem new en. Persches
philesephy en meterspert changed, with the
cempany“.-r racers meving further and further
away frem their read cat ceunterpa rts.The BCI4
was te be the last cempetitien medel in which
the Fuhrmann feur-cam Carrera engine was
used.

The Eurepean Hillcjlimbing
Champienship

in hillclimbing, the seasen was a three-way
battle between Persche. Abarth and Ferrari.
Gerhard it-‘litter used a B-III-tiiiti at Ment 'v'enteu:it.
but was declared run net-up te Hans Herrmann"s
twe-litre Fiat-Abarth. With ne Edgar Eiarth te
defend his title. Persche then gave l"-ilitter the
car that had ceme secend en the Targa Flerie,
and he wen Hessfeld by a ha ndseme margin as
a result, fellewed heme by Herbert lv'li_iller in a
werlr.siJCir-1,and Anten Fischhaber in his Persche-
pewered Elva. An tltbarth wen in Beltane, and
then Ludevice Scar¿etti began an incredible
string cf vlcteries with his factery Ferrari Dine
EBEF and EBBS medels.1r"Ir'ith the Bergspyder
gradually refined ever the seasen - including a
cemplete revamp in the last days ef summer H
litlitter was clese behind when Scar¿ etti chall-ted



The Letus ei Chris riiitiams ieei-rs in a serry state. but Gerhard
l'lri'r'tter {seen here in the .'5itIi'-tr-"5 5|E."."Q5,Cl].-ir.'.Il'tE'i'_',l heid eff a pair
ef Ei'va-Etiirtirlts te taire the tiag at the hierisring intentatienat
meeting en -ti duty The ear was titted with wider rear wheeis
rt;-_'|r thih tirne.

A eeupie et weeits tater:
Elan Fien was in winning
term at 5e.i'tue'e in his Bifhi
GT5. with Fieit Sternrneten
rising ene et the it-rst Btllrta
built te taire secend piece.

'r. '-‘T:

r",'lrr

l"v'ete the air _
sceeps err the —_— --
reer it-rnirs,
which had a
aeuarer pretite
en the tater
cars.
yil-‘I

Ff

E¿iiil-' Tait"

'‘r atifts-

_

r‘ "-
r \ |- .

tr Ii: I

I Anten ‘Tent’ Fischhaiiier artactehg the Reasfeid ciimh ih he
Persche-engined Elva iviart-: 'v'it.

up his feur wins, but the italian was crewned champien, as he
had been in le¿lht feast the ¿nal reund at Cialsberg prcwided
a ene-twe-th ree fer Fetsche BB4 GT5 drivers. with Michel Weber
leading them heme in the awful cendltle-ns-

Interestingly, while Ferscheb werlts racing cars started eut
silver. in the ‘Silver Frrrews' tradltien ef the 1Ei3i]s, the hillciimb
cars had begun te adept Germany’-s preper natienal racing
celeur ef white. Cine always thinl-ts ef British racing cars being
green, italian ma chines in red,and French vehicles painted blue,

The Setitude event atse had a sperts and pretetype race.
which -Gerhard tvtirier wen easriy using the BtIvir’B tchassis
.'.I.t|Z'tr‘;iC'rJ-rt. atta Genterganj. Tire i_ctus-Eitvilriri in the bactrgreurrd
earne secend. twe minutes dewn in the end. white the ea-rre
ceupe cf Herbert Linge was third.

I113



Cierhard iirtitter ireiti wen at H'essr'etd with the
r" litrrngrrruh. the wihnrs.r's tetirrris can be seen in the

rr'g.t'|t-.t'|arrd side ui the eucitert.
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Werner Brecirhatrs
tittirrg a wheei

en the Freihurg
hriteiimb.

_'I

Li _ _..
tend everleaifi v'erieus views et the Eiriirtt-B Bergspyder as rt
appeared at the Citterr-i.rii'tars event. eerrrptete with rrrrreh mere
attractive bed,vwerit. and a new spa eeframe underneath it. - ' *
hiete atse the use et Fermuie One. 13-inch wheeis with terrestr-
ett hubs rather than the traditienai 15-ihch rims. as welt as a
revised suspensien. in this guise. the car was eiticiatry tcrre-wn as
the Type QUE. The ene shet sirews tviitter with Hschhatzi-er"s Etva
waiting in tine behind hint- Ftcrtting tviirter'a ear inte t:=-attic en the Freiburg-Sehaurhsiand

ciiirnh. it matching eerre Spyder can he seen heiriird. with
Herhert tvi'L'ttter at the wheei. ttriitter -!_'tÀ."‘r'tB‘ secend. white
tvtuiter taited tu trnrsh the seven mite ti 'i-2triri,i ceurse. rit

teast mediiicatiens made te the Bergspyders. enth bedy and
rrrettharricrsrt. were starting te pay ett.
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Perhaps the must unusuai -:urn;:1ei1¿::-:1 rnie fur the 95¢‘ was its use
as: .3 w-:|r.H;=; .'?J'|'j.-’ r:a.'_ Hare we 5-5-¢=: nne nf the iwrl HITME prepared
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he 19'-E|i5 seasctn was full pf prdmise.Tc| qualify as a Grctup
4 Sp-carts Ea r,c|-nly 5l'J cars had td he built cnrer a I2-rncrnth
peripd in ctrder tci get FIP. hcirnciicigati-cin papers- A new
gene ratictn cit spcirts-ra cers was l::-ctrn as a result. with last

years thinly-disguised ‘GTs’ beca tning prcrper sperts pars again,
GTs being recdgni:-table as real Grand Tdurers [Persche 911.
Ferrari aI~*5iI3TE=,and sci c-n]|.and the Pretdtgt-pe categcirtr lineup at
pushing the techndldgy ent.-'elc:|pe. The Fcird GTr-ii] came cit age,
al-and with the Ferrari 25t;tLli.ii and [1-incl 213155. and a new Persche
that cciuld cctm pete can equal terms - the QUE Carrera -E--

The Carrera E
The Carrera 6 was basically an escilutl-an ef the ati--irds and the
Clllct n-'u'iila rs Be rgspyder run in 1965, inasrn uch as the at-tperience
gained with these ca rs was the starting pciint fdr the Ellll¿ design.
Hewever, unliise the ‘Q04 series, under the new Fla. rules the
numbers required were ncrt as high, and there were ncr niggling
warries ah-eut pcitential rciad use idernand had been high
encrugh fcir the 904 nctt tp ha ire tci allciw fctr rciad car sales], sd a
pure racing frame ceuld he built.

The light and elegant spacefra rne [lauilt ctutside the factery
and fpund tct lae as rigid as that crf the 904 chassis, but a iractidn
cif IE weight] was duly clcithed in a l:t-ct-dy made cit thin ¿breglass
panels with gullwing El-D-DF5. lt was e:i:tremel1_tr l-aw, and the
phrase ‘farm fciiipws functic=n' cc:-uid well have been cctinecl fcir
this I-rehicle. Cine-¿fth scale mddels were prdduced and tested
fcir aerodynamic ef¿clenctr, and it was the results pf these
estperiments that largely decided the ¿nal shape. Ftttentictn
tci detail was eirldent in each duct, lduwe and cunre. and the
wind screen was hcind ed in place td cut drag.

By the standards nf the day. the 9114 had been blessed with
leading edge st},rling,spctrting a ndse pre¿le that cut thrciugh the
air. and a purit1_|r cri‘ design that eliminated anything au perflud us.
The QUE, hciwever, made it I-ctctl-t heatgrand almctstci-rnate.This was
a pure ra cer, with panels starting frcim the grclund and stretched
tight up and cn.-ter mechanical cctrnpcinenm and the ccicl-tpit,
then smc:-cithed carer tci interrupt airflc:-w as little as pdssilale. Fit a
strcil-te. it etreh managed tct rna it-e the Elinci sass lctctit dated-

The new frame and l:|c|d1_.r played hest td a number cif prcnren
cem |::-cinents frctrn the werlts at‘)-is.'l‘lte tat!-it'd had -ccirne geed at

can t|'rrued page 153
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Ferdinarrcl Fiiech. whe
was l'aa i."|'.l}‘ irrtrch'i-rad in
F'aracha’s sis-c_trllhder

ehgihe prdfael, arid,
lalali arcrhlte-star

the G-til."-"r,t;'iT:l-"l].-"-5“ all-
canauerlng raping

prclgrarhmd. Ha idttrl-r
aver the Espenhtehlal
Department in i5-i'55.

and than warlted with
l‘l'El|l'1'1Ull'l Bah‘ la create

at rnagrrihaaril ltha til
rnerharahla F’-arscha

apt:-rts-rape-rs-

.;~¿i="l
all

"II:|_-_Ilt"'

Halmtrth Bail - the
|'e_ga|'rdarj.r arrg1'ri-ea"-r
hehrhd sa many at
Fersreha s rdad and tralrrlt
prajacts.



Hahs tyleager
- head et the newly-
ereatect lie natrultlien

HennI'al'1r.te uge, er
ra cthg car design

departrheht. The Eltll¿
was the ¿rst trahtcta te
he ereateet eh trre.|'_y hy

this sectien.

The £365 Carrera E at
the Persche wertcs".
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The 555 rh thr' pr-e-eess et herhg httttt at Zpttehhetrs-eh

The Type .9t3'tt£'-Lt r_rh."t that pewerect the tiliilt¿ lrt its hasrt
-senstrttctten. it was similar ta the read car -E.'.|15I'lt1-E‘, hut rt

erder te redcree we-rght, made trem eyeh mere esetic rrretats
than was the praduetrah Irarsien ti was ultrmateh ltglttet

than a Carrera teur. thahtts ta e.-tter-ewe use at magrresrttrrr
alley tltarttent ter the eennectrngr reels and ttrigtecl alumrhiurn

ptstens rather thah -east items steals
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whtie the tteep ahct’ wr't.1'e .si't|'.s _tJta yett ti it-st te the t:er's twih
tee! tantts with a cehthinee‘ capacity et tt1'¿.titres i'E'E' imperial

twe we-we
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the end ef I955, with the team enceuraged by its perfermance
at Le i'li.ans.The twe-litre slit was carried eirer, giylng Iiiubhp at
-Etititirpm en a 1i[i.3:l cempressien ratie,and linl-ted tea fnre—speed
gearbcs-i with numereus raties ayaiiabie te suit each yenue. in
racing guise,the engine deliye red an amazing eithaust netei

The suspensien and bra lting system wasalse berrewed frem
the 904 series, which net enly used up parts en hand, but alse
allewed eitisting custemers te swap and change a large number
cif cempenents if they were racing en a limited budget. hbeut
the enly difference was in the use ef harder meunting peints fer
enhanced centre|,and greater adjusta bility built inte the design.
In additien,the bra lites were the uprated set with a larger frictien
pad area, effered as an eptien the pie-rieus seasen. Ecwerlng
these braltes were wider 15-inch wheels [I-‘J up frent, ill at the
rear]|,sh ed with either Duniep er Geedyear racing rubber, which
helped impreye handling and readhelding.

The ¿rst car was ¿nished in December I955, and testing
began straight away. The factery heped te haye the Eiiltli 45,tIiiili[i
car he-mcilci-gated in time fer the start ef the Eurepean seasen.
As it happens, it wasn't until t ltliay that Greup 4 papers were
issued, but at least a few cars were made ready in January, and
there was nethlng te step it being entered as a pretetype in the
meantime.

Seasen reflectiens
litn unusually ceid Elaytena hested the seasen cap-ener,eittended
in 19:5-I5 te beceme a 24-heur eyent -F the American equivalent
te l_e lilians- Persc he sent ester Elili-ti GT5s fer Gerhard l'ii"iitterl'_lcie
Euzzetta and Llde Sch utz,-"Gunther ltlass,plus ene ef the new EIEIE-s
fer Hans Herrm ann {baclt in Persche cnreralls again} and Herbert
Linge.The werlts campaign was reminiscent ef days ef eld - lilte
clecl-twerlt, with ne cen cems abeut mechanical reliability. he ene
magazine put it: "The German team had merely peured in fuel,
changed tyres and driyers, but nethlng else." Granted, the big
Ferds deminated the tep piacings. but the Carrera Er came siiith
{¿rst in the twe-litre Pretetype categeryi, with the '5-‘iti-is a few
laps dewn but net-it in i|ne,and with a Class win inte the bargain.
Pritiate Eiitl-is fellewed the ninth-placed ii-ltitFtT Ferrari 25t]ILl'ili,
and enly ene retired, giying the Persche ma nagemeht plenty‘ te
celebrate befere the I‘lEI-fl reund at Sebring.

Persche was eut in ferce fer the ll-heur Flerida classic, with
twe Carrera -Eis entered by the werlts, three frem pritiate ewners,
and ¿tre Eltiiis, twe ef which were factery cars. The Herrmannt
Eiuaaetta ';l'-[id eyentualiy teelt feurth place, beaten enly by 'u'.Ei
Ferd pewer, thanl-is te the fast little Dine haying gear lini-tage
treu hie, and a priyate scs tha ndied by Sc-deter Patricit and Den
Westeri that had been leading the twe-litre paclt being intiehred
in a lreait accident. But reliability ceunts, and, with tit! ef the Eel
cars that started failing te malte it te the ch eciuered flag, Persche
had pretled the peint.

Pestar declaring
F'eisc:he's success at

Sahriiie. despite usliig
the Etayteha car fer

aitweritt

The nei-it race was
at iilienza, where Ferrari
managed te held eff the
Ferds fer a heme win.
Gince again, theugh,
the 'Ei't]I-Eis shewed
eitceptienai pace and
reliability, etren in the
peuring rain-They beat
net enly the werlts
Ferrari Dinc-s, but
much bigger cars, tee,
te claim a cen-rlnclng
ene-tweethree
Class- Glnly cine sea
failed te ¿nish [Gerha rd ltechb car], sidelined with
the enly twe 'Ell.Il'-'-‘is in the race, beth priyately-entered machines.

The Targa was an edd etient, as, haying receiiiied Grciup r-'i
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Electt ih Eituttga-rt atter a highly successful trip te Ftedda. This
wehdarttil,eicttii'e s.hews llett te rl'-_5rlit,i.' Helrnuth Bert, ill-ieter
G‘i'eiTiser1‘whe parth erect -Llcte Schttts iri ene et the Qtllrtsi,

F iti 'El.it.ti’ F'ers-she, Halts Herrinann, Ferdinand F'lecli, FEi’r'y
Persche. Gerhard ttrliitec Peter Fattt ta liey dsyeteprr-eht

ehgiheer that werited with Efett when ii-cit drlriiig st i rally cars
— he was tthlh with i‘-l'crbcli‘t Linge eh this I555 ttitdhtdil. tihd

Gtirither ttlass, whe shared erie et the sass with t'.iii'tter
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iti ccii_ipte et stints et the Scucteria Fi.iipirietti' Hild ct Herbert
ltritiller and iiirilly ltriairesse an reute ta tilctery en the 5iIltli

Tttrge F-brie. This was pctiietty a th ctery-Icirepared cer eh teen
te the taineus eciuipe. it-iete the tiny frent speileis, added by

-j_ _ 1i -_ L-.

ii

it;X2

The Htthfitt et Hindt encl 'i-isiccairelta at the ttliirtscirgring I:'|'l_i'tE!ti
tieuhtes pieyed its dewntall en this eccasien

the werlts ih the spring te reduce liti.

tried by Persche preyicimly, but while respcinse was impreiied, it
didn't help en this eccasien, as bcith cit the 22'-Tibhp ca rs cra shed.
With the i_iiiIii.':'iEs eut, it leelted as it the 1195-cc st]-Ei,l'Et was geing
te win with ease, but then the rear suspensien suddenly gave
way, bringing its race tci an end. Fertunately, 'Ii'i.I'iiiy liiiairesse I-ta pt
Persche in the lead in the Scudelia Filipinetti ca r, and then stayed
in frent re claim a well-deserved ylctc-iy, beating the nearest

l-tans i'-tenrrriahri ahct Dieter Giteni ser were riihhihg well in the
nese ieeetiiii, act-'_ia.tly staying in frent at the sears. ht.-t an

aeciident ended their challenge in the 5'tI'dlE. iiinpther wprtts
seas was sidelined hy a hratren driiieslia rt, eut at least ene

¿nished teiin'h.



The ttiel-i'niected. leng-tait cars at l.e titans in the erder
they ¿nished, the ear nearest the caniere tirst herne t-.ie
Sitten‘ beceinlrig an impeitant member et the Persche

tearr there.slter,|, teltewed by riurriiber Eli- theri 32. The i'_H
awangernent was tar nearer than that seen at the l_e ltrians

practice sessiclri e cet_ipi'e pf rnerith-s eertiec altheugh it
was teund that tihy spellers were needed in each cerner at
the be eh te present the yehicles iitti'rig dewn the l'ti:i'ui'.sen-he

Streigtit. The new taii. whilst rnere aeredynarnic. added
areiindetlilltg t-ii-illbi re the car's weight.

AIITEQ if.
giicdli-‘if

an
he-r|ciirat:ii'e
inehtlen in

.[liintep ‘s
adtreitising

aherte
liitens.
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Ferrari by a handseme margin ef ciyer eight
minutes.

iittter thejey et Sicily,smiles were few and
far between en the way baclt frem Belgium
te Stuttgart. Cine Ellii-EiE had an accident in
practice, and anether lest a wheel In the ra ce-
The regular Sitie entered fer it-ech and Schuts
te driire had engine treuble, and it was left te
ene ef the Filacing Team Helland sit]-E-s te piclt
up a Class win, albeit ED laps dewn en the
winning Ferrari.

The ADAC illlititiltm race sheuld haire
been Persches cha nce te ma I-te up ter Spa en
heme turf, and tien Hanstein put te-gether a
fcirmidable team. Filndt and tlaccarella were
paired up in the 25-itibhp Htliifite that had run en
the Ta rga;Fl-l.IIit':Es we re prepared ter Herr ma nni‘
Glemser, Sch uteÀtlass and Eendura ntt
Hawlitins, and a regular E~"l.IIiS reserired ter
Eelteise and l'-ileclter. it was net te be,hewei.ier,
and irictery went instead tci an hmerican
Cha pa rral,with the Ferrari Eiines clese behind-
Pit least there was a cine-tweeth ree in Class tcir
the and ‘-custr:imer'cars.aii cit which ¿nished in
the tep ten:the werlts-en te red strict SIDE: came
heme in 11th place.

Le liiians was essentially a c|ues1ien et
Ferd ire rsus Ferrari, the Americans ceming eut
en tep in the end.The [lines alsie tell eut et
cententien early en, leaving Persche a fairly
easy ride in the twe-litre categery, assuming
the cars ceuld lteep geing,et ceurse! Cine QUE
went inte the pits with a reugh engine with
ene heur te ge, but etherwise, the ether feur
seas ¿nished a highly creditable feurth. ¿fth.
sii-tth and setienth, the Siftertt¿ayis car — the
¿rst -cit the injected icing-tail medels — winning
its Class and the lf'|-El-E]-t ef F'ertcirmance, whilst
the regular sea cit ltlass and Ste mmelen wen
the sperts award.

Whi le Ferd ranawaywith thewcirld title,the
seasen had netiertheless gene er-rceptienally
well ter Persche, with champienship results
augmented by eutright wins fer the Carrera
E at tricintlhery -[Gijs tian Lennepi, Mugelle
ieerhard ltech and Jechen hleerpasch},
Hecltenheim {Gerhard lillitteri, and Eeltweg
ililiitter, teamed up with Hans Herrmann}. The
sea alse deminated the United States Head
Hi-icing Champienship series, with S-ceeter

Dtiyti-iria jiiii-l1i.iu| Fiace [I5 February]
Wests Sriests Cari Cniiwiaiensnir

1 it tiiiilestt Ru by Ferd G'i'iiiIi l"i1l'tl| are aps
I Ell G urney,tJ Gra nt Ferd GT-ii-El tiiiltil ETD aps

l:|'|l.ii.ii

W Han sgentirl Dena hue
H Herrr11ann.i'H Linge

Ferd LTF-'-'ll.1i lIl1l-tll
Persche Elllltii

ass aps
I523 apstlst in Class

ilIl'-i-.|

G litiitta-ilJ Eu stetta
Ll 5chutIt'E ililass

Persche Ell]-ti GT5
Persche Eillli-=i GT5

Ell.’-I apstlst in Class
Eiltll apsttridin¿lass

_| III F" 'Gregg,l'G Drcilseni Persche Ell]-'4 GTS 555' aps,t3rd in Class

Sebring 12-heur l-iace [Eb lii1arr_hj
1
I

it l'iililesi'L Flu by
W Han sgenth! Elena hue

Ferd Head ster iti
Fcird GTII1-D Mltll

225 aps
215 aps

|i.rI.i| P Fteirsen.tS Scett Ferd G'i'-iti 213 aps
rlin H Herrmann,i'J Euazetta Persche SIDE- J-'Cl'§I apsflst in Class

"'1-ill"

'l'Ei

J Siffeit,tC 'ti'i:igale
C1 Fellmerllt Gregg

Persche Elbe
Fersche title GT5

Etlle a|:is.t3rd in Class
EH5 apstlst in Class

J Eiu -.-ai,i'H I-treli Persche Eilii-ti GT5 IE5 apstlnd in Class

lli1.enIaIIIIIIlIII|-tm[25 Ptpril]
1
I

J Surteestlliii Pail-res
M Gra geryt-l Whitmere

Ferrari 33tJ P3
Fe-rd GT-ii-I]

leeiaps
EIEI aps

ihiI.ii.ii

H iiii.tii|erl'ii'ti iiliairesse
H Herrmannt¿ iiliirter

Ferd I-Tf-it]
Persche Eilllili

ss aps
Git! a|:isi'1 st in Class

Lr|'l J Eiitfertiit: 'lr"e-gele Persche SIDE ea aps,i"2nd in Class
"1-I C EiayistÀ Glemser Persche SIDE- Àil a|1si'3rd in Class

1
Targa Ficiic [ts May]

H l'.il.iL|l|er,i"1i'i.l' Mairesse Persche Eiitltii Th ram Eiiistist in Class
.1!
Lir.l

J Guic hettG Ba gh etti
Ft Fu ccii"i.t Arena

Ferrari Dine 2tIl~EiS
Persche Eli]!-ii

Th E5I'r'| G25
Th 3-iii-m ClÀstlncl in Class

LII Ll Ma glielitC Ele uriiiet Persche Eilfte ith film 5-5-stsrd in Class

Spa It-it-it-ll-trfi ts: lillay}
1 l"l1 Parliiestt Sca r¿etti Ferrari 33¢] P3 ii-h tisrn 2-ls
E J '|l".|'hitm ere,l'F Gard ner Ferd GT-ii-III l'i.i'iltll ii-h -'1-Sm 2'55
S

15
5 Scetti'F' Fieiisen
G Iran Len nep.tD yan Len nep

Ferd GT-titii
Persche SIDE-

2 laps dewn
Ii-‘CI laps dewniti st in Class

l'-ii-irburgring llfiiilfil-tm [S June]
'l F‘ Hilli'J Be nnler Chaparral 1|] Eih 55m 4555
2
Ll-.l

L Ecar¿etlitt Ea-ndini
P‘ Ftediig uaztiii Gin ther

Ferrari Dine EGGS
Ferrari Dina -teas

eh 5'iiIrn 2'1-its
ith Elem tII2s

"ii-lil

El Elen du ranttP Hawl-tins
G yan Len ne|:i.t[i yen Len nep

Persche Flitt¿-E
Persche SIDE-

?h Elem 53stSrd in Class
Ii-' laps d-tiwnti st in Class

'-I- 5 lbielsse ntE Je ha nssen Persche stis 2 laps dew nl'2ntl in Class
cctn-t.i'1-tie-rt‘ ...

1 5?



_._.- Whhih 5F*F§tiiT§ *;h!i..§hhMP|hh5hlt_ .__.__ _ _ _ __
it] I G i-techtH Linge Persche t'iIitl-Ei- T2 laps di:iwn,l'Eiii:l in Class

Le Mans 24-heur l-iacei|1EiI Juneji
l B lrlcl-areni'C Amen Ferd Gt-tie titiill sari aps
2 lit l'il1iles,t'lIl Hulme Ferd GT-iii] .lil"lt]l SISCI aps

hue

|.iI'l

'-i-.lÀ'i

Patriclt winning the l_ISF-iFiC title, and Jee Eluazetta secend in an
ei-i-werlts machine.

in hillclimbing, tiliitter reversed last year’s results, with
Ludevice Scar¿ettl haying te settle fersecend place in his Ferrari
Dine - ¿ye wins and twe secends in 5E'i.I'El'l events saw liilitter
crewned Eure pean Hillclimb Champien, with he-ene willing
te questien whether er net he deserved the title-Thanlts te his
unigue eight-cylinder Persche [fuel—injected midway threugh
the seasen], and a new ere Berg en a ceuple ef runs befere it
was destreyed, it was the l-rind ef deminatien that breug ht baclt
merri eries cif the late Edgar Barth

"I55

Fl Eiucl-in i-tm,l‘Fl Hutcherscin Ferd GI‘-'-‘iti tititll -ii‘--iii‘-ii aps
J 5itterti'C Davis Persche Elilliib- 339 apstlst in Class
H Herrmanr1i'H Linge Persche tiHIl-I5- 335 apstlnd In Class
Li 5cl1uta.tF' cle iiileri-i Persche 9115- 33? a|;ist3ri:i l|"i Class
G l'iIi|ss,i"Fi Sternmelen Persche Ell}-iii 330 apstlst in Class

Jechen Fiindt

1_ 1
—
i—
i 
1-1?

The t-iecireriheirn 5-5'l,'litrri race was run in twe heats as the new prts
were .n cit ceriipieted in tinie, thus nialiliig reii-telling ditticult. Still this was _

sernethtng eta t.§'-Iarrera 5 e.irhit;ii'ti'eh race, with ttitirtei; ittass, and t-terinrianh I_|||'_H-gErI|-I| ,i.,I.',gUIi-,IE,~I._I,5
tseeii here} in the tuel-ihiected werlts seats ruiining away with the ettent

fellewed henia by a rich trariety er It-iriirateers usrig Sturttziart-b.tiilt machinery -=--=__
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'l:i.l:t5 train Lennep pushing er-is eil‘ this s-sitter! private Etiltiis
entered fer the Heetrenheim raee in mid-August. Lida sehi-ita,
Gerhard ttech, and itindre lili'iclry led a ene-hive-three in Class
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ubseciuent te the mere aggressive meterspert
management style ad epted in the previeus yea r, 195? saw
a new - albeit temperary - pelicy et ¿elding freshly-built
vehicles in each et the majer races te aveid retirements

caused by whatweuld elequently be calied'wearand tear'ln the
secend-hand car business. The enermeus estpense invelved in
deing this was partially reccwered by selling cin the cars ence the
tactery team had used them and refurbished them with virgin,
siii-cylinder engines, but F'lech's sectien was weriting Àat-eut en
new machines that were being almest indiiiidually catered te
each event.

Pcirsche’s new gladiaters
The Elli} designatien had already been allecated te the teas
hillclimb car. Hewever, the 91¢] was very much a re¿nement et
the stirs rather than a cempletely fresh design, with a new nda-re
pre¿le and headlight arrangement,deers that hinged trem the
ii.-pest, the area immediately behind the cecltplt [the signature
ca ne py ef the Ca rrera Er was gene},and the way the rear valance
tuclted in being the main areas et change.

Weight reductien measures were applied te balance the
areas where it was deemed ei-ttra strengthening was reciuired,
and then, by malting the bedy lewer and sherter ias well as
cleaner threugh the airil, it ultimately tipped the scales a tew
itiles lighter eyerall, despite being a tractien wider te heuse the
new ca r’s fatter rubber in ea ch cerner.ih.t the same time,the main
cem pe nents ef the bedyshell were bended te the spacetra me in
erder te increase rigidity; this practice, ¿rst used en the EliI]tl,and
ether running impreyements, preduced a frame that was mere
than 25 per cent stitter than that et the sea.

The sisitg tiaeslbi are was generally pewered by the
22-[ibhp,t15..'-llbtt, tuel-injected ‘stilt.’-11 unit, which Persche was
new happy te supply ciutside custemers that were cempeting
in the Pretetype categery, altheugh the Type Till eight was still
breught eut ter service in a tew events. This added abeut -'i"?lr.g
id-Ellbi te the yehicle’s lcerb weight, but an ei-rtra Si‘-'.'i herses mere
than made up ter it.

Suspensien geemetryand tunln g was eptimitted ula feed baclt
trem the werits tracltand hillciimb preg ra mm e,with new, 1 3-inch
centre-ie-cit wheels ad epted te cemplete the pacliaga-.These cast
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magnesium alley rims were shed with wider [Iiuniep tyres that
their mal-ters asserted ceuld ge a whele race distance — a claim
duly prcwed in [Tia ytena! The enly dewnside cit using this wheei
and tyre cembinatien was that the bralte diameters had te be
reduced slightly.

The ees was listed in Greup -ii, but the Eiititi-E and are had te
run as Greup -I5 ears due te their smaller build numbers itIli.II1 and
are were assigned te the etti Bergspyders, regular ".-Iilti chassis
numbers went trem 91lIltIlEl3te 91 [lI.Il1iSIl.Elut, under F'iech,the pace
etdeyelepment was ra pid,with a running change intreduced en
the 9liII’s suspensien; by the end et seasen, the latter machine
was ebyieusiy geing te be superced ed by the set.

The Eli]? was, in reality, nethlng mere than a rebedied Eliti,
but it was new, nenetheless. demanding yet mere time and
meney. Matting its debut in pretetype term at Le tilians in i"-ipril,
the leng-tail design was re¿ned in time ter the French classic in
June. l"re said bete re that nethlng etier ge-es te waste at Persche,
and the E|ilJ?L’s pre¿le bere a strilting resemblance te the jelly-
meuld Type as Berlin-Fieme racers et 1939, at least abeve the
waistline, while the leng, tapered rear-e nd was a sharper versien
cit that intred uced en the '3'-[it-'iL.

The nese was medl¿ed slightly te impreve aeredynamies,
with the lighting unis pushed ferward and angled inward a
teuch. The bralte ducts disappeared -[it was always enirisaged
that ventilated discs. ilite these used en the s1115.weuid be
em pleyed en the Eli]? series]-, but the ap-ertu re ter the eil ceeler
was larger, the frent wings melding with the ter ward lid in a less
abrupt manner than betere.The wing-line irselt was eirtremely
elegant, lilite twe perfect aereteils seamlessly jeined tegether at
the tiny deer in pre¿le, whilst a heayily-leu vied perspeit ca nepy
breught the reetdewn smeethlyinte the rea rmest ene.T he baclt.
- which made the car Itilemm i2'El.1in] ienger than a ';il-El - was
chara cteriaed by a small wing speller and twe tunnels, added te
help with trans missien ceeling-

The standard engine was the tried and trusted tuel-injected
siir used in the st Els,and,as well as the uprated bra lies mentlened
earlier, there were seme subtle suspensien changes. lltbeut the
enly ether thing ei’ nete was that the steering wheei was meved
trem the left te the right. Hight—hand drive breught Persche inte
line with many et its racing centem peraries, but, unlilte rhd read
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The ti iti melting lts rece debut in the Flerida sunshine. liletc
the way the deer hinges iair pressure iieeplng it clesed rather

elitiy wliee.i's. regulriiig a.ri eiierr.iieus tertiue wrench re
tighten the single nut .heldihg therri timi uri the hub. Ely the
end et the seasuri, hewevec Ftirsehe was using airguns en
the wheelnuts. heralding anether advance in racing pltwpiir.

iJntll the llrila Ftemee 33 carne aleng. the Ferrari Dine was
the biggest threat te Persche in its twe-litre categery. Te ¿ght it
— net wanting tci rely cin an untried design — the Stuttgart team
had twe ease [assigned te the pairings et iii'litter.i'Hindt and
Schutz.l'Ste mmeleni, and a new are handled by the dream team
ef Herrmann and Sitfert. Twe injected seats and a handful et
91 is were entered by privateers te bacltthem up. in the race,ene
tilted-E went eut with valve treu ble, and anether hit semething in
the night that damaged its suspensien.Three Ferraris ¿nished
line abreast. but there was he denying the siu had made an
impressive debut,ceming heme in feurth [¿rst in Classii despite
electrical prebiems, and ten laps ahead ef the etit-werlts Sguadra
Ta rta ruga Edd that ca me in ¿lth-Jehn 'ti'il‘yer'sJ W Engineering had
alse made an impact with its GTillIl: later securing spensership
trem Gulf Ciils, it weuld ultimately beceme an impertant part et
the Ftersic he racing stery.

ht Sebring, it was feund the ‘tiles were able te challenge
the big Ferds — even the new tilili:i‘i.l medel. Hernnann and Sittert
teamed up again in ene ate, whilst a secend car was given te
Gerhard ivlitter and Sceeter Patricle Jee Eiuazetta and Peter
Gregg pileted a factery-entered seas, with schutit. Steinmeien,
and titan Lennep in the sister car. Sadly, the latter team went
eut after hitting a deg,and twe private Gillies tell by the wayside
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than lihing it at speedi. and the hew. centre-tucii magnesium | Dawn l:i.ieaiitlng en the l-teriinaniitsittert 9 l e at Daytene.
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€?ls~---"./cra n
Jr t. ha

Reaseri te celebrate at l3'aytena, with l—tuschi'ie ven Hanstei'n
taittrig centre stage. lri reality. altheugh iteri l-larisleiri was

still the tace et Persche land undisputed head pt FlFl,I, much
et the racing rnariageirient was handled by Ferdinand F'i'ech

by‘ this iline.
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Eiterremanh Stphimetah tvirtter Hthdt Herrmann. and
Etitert arvstttnt; the start at |"vi'tttt.t*a
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Havthg wen the
Ta rga Ftprrip in
t'Q5t5 tsss-. tsse

T5155, F'ct-rsche
was determthect

*- ~ tp get a geed
restttt rh Srlpittr.
Here, we spe three

9 IU.tBs. ah-st feur strtist 9 I Us
{she was reserved as a T-satjt,
pips a tvprisat Qtlit rhterrler The
t’at;tr.t-rjr atse entered a El t t 5 in
a ht-:1‘ te seeure GT h-shears,
whr'c:h It dttt. tvete the Persche
tranepprter th the it-attitgrpunct; a
pig. ehetpsect Mercedes wageh
ea',t;Ir.|hu'e ctt' t:arrj.rthg three eats
ahct spares.
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_ " ' vvith mechanical maladies, l:|-ut the EH [is perfprmed admira lZil‘_|,I',

/ .;|alrnlng an easy Class victcrrfv and third and fpurth pve rail. Dieter" Spcierrjv and Ftlcci Steinemann ta name 'lIl' remem be ri came sittth,
~ cine place and three laps ahead pf the Bustettai¿regg pairing.

Bringing up the rear, but winning its Class, ncrnetheless, was the
EIU4 GT5 pwned and campaigned by Eiecirge Etrctlsctm.

Persche tested Icing-tall lseclles can the 91-El at the Le Mans
test wee ltend,with the et-thaust gases exiting threugh a wide slpt
in the rear pf the ct:-achweri: rather than via visible pipes. The

arrangement seemed tct direct fumes
lhte the cpcitplt. hevvever, sci pbvleuslv
mctre wcrrlt was needed tct mcrdify the
design hefpre it cpuld lae emplcnted in a
Icing-distance race. Sure eneugh, it was
re¿ned, and given a mere traditictnal
etthaust system, duly appearing as the
Tvpe EJCITL at the E-arthe.

A ccruple -pf weeks alter the French
testing sessien. it was cuff tct Mcrnza.
Persche was stlll hedging Its bets,
putting a pair pf El-I]-Eis can the grid via
Eerha rd itech and Ude-Schuttal-c-ngside
the twp 91tJs entered fer Herrmannf
Siliert and l'i'1.itter.-'Hindt-These were alttlv
lsaclted up lav the Sctuadra Tartaruga
QIJEL, twp private 9~lIlE|s in regular guise,
and a Eltft-1. C|t‘|l]|.I' cine factery-prepared
car failed tct cctmplete the ceurse {put
eut with engine prebiems}, and, vviille
the HerrrT1ann.tSiH’ert ‘EH11! sheuld have
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the 2.2‘ titre ifvpe FF? tiet-eight turhp tn the Sttfi fteetttrtng e
new .Ei'esr:h teat-ihjeettert svstetrr. wrttt the ihjeetprs rneved
trem the pdds te the thtat-re trem-pets}, and a shet pt Egreh

I-iither vvctritrrtg en the sertte rrtettei titted with a trIrei-rrtfeetect
sit ter cprhpartsph. htete the tit-red tthregiass wheetweits.

thtrddueed en the F-.1 ttli te hete strertgthm the .treme's dgr'e't't
ahd the ttettt-in creeting ducts that sttit ted air te the praites
arid trarisrrrtssreh. hrrt did avra-av wtth ‘he tertg pirtewerit that

had ,|jt-|"E“t-"|iZILI'S|'_|.-‘ hrhdered engvhe aceess.

F
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The .ie Ettterttit-tarts Herrtttettrt ear {seen here} tstied te t‘t'rrtsh
dtte te vatva treehte. The third .9 tilt-5 entered hv the teeter};
that pt Ftett Stdcrtrrteiert and hittrt Attrerts. tett hjr the vvavstlde

vvtth the sahia prphierh Ed taps tater; The eight-cvtthe'er
rridciets were gtvert the rt;-ie pt’ hares, the set-ejrtthder ears
tettpwrhg at a stdwer pa-se that guaranteed their sttrvrvat.

¿nished higher I[a ldrpiten suspensien cpmp-pnent clrarnaticallv
slewed pregress in the last three laps, letting a Scuderia Filipinetti
Ferrari threugh with the Àag in sighti, there was nct shame in
ceming ¿fth.

Spa in the rain is a driver’s nightmare. |::|ut the inclement
weather, tegether with the tiaclr lntprevertients that prevented
seme cn‘ the Àeeding that used tci ctccur aiter a heavv dewnppur,
made ier an interesting race. The werlts entered ‘Hills ier
Hermtannt5ifiert and Mittertitdch, and erchestrated a splendid
race, malting up tpr the disapppinting results ebtained by the
private El-iil¿s [ctf the ¿ve, tvve didn't mal-te the start line, and the
ctthers failed tct ¿nish}. ln realitv. the E-quadra Ta rtaruga 9EiEiL was
eut ter its secend ’|¿E|~Elltm race in a wee It, sci it’s he wender that
that particular car didn’t ¿nish!

Twe weal-as later, Persche was eut in ferce ier the Targa
Flctrip, entering nct fewer than sit-t 911] medels, including three
regular dies and lihr-EE with 2.2 litre, elgitttcvlihder engines,
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es an the Targa. Sc-hutz had ta raee with the reet seatieh
rente ved trern his car. as there was net eneugh head
tlilEEiTEit]C.‘E! ter this tatiG'erinah with the panei in piaae. The
pair at £5-shtth' and Httrretta wen the tttt'it't:=ttrgrir|_|;i eta-ssie hv a
tttargiit Lit tvvct—tettths at a set:-ertc.1'."

the pit tane at Le tvians eetare the raee sian‘-ad. The ee?iI in
the .teregreund was the tep F's-rsche ¿nisher. The ett?'s were

very tI'itt.'sLiai in that the-_v had right-Ihaitai drive. ttarihhg haeh ta
pre-war prattttee when the .ttta,"e.rt'tj.r at ra eirtg wrs t'tarI.1'rhct' te

'__ - - _ _ patter stitt standard circuit retattett. Their atse hreeght eaett

ORSCH iiÀit Wm

"-eiiigew-F .-gt
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a rear eartctptr, setttetttirtg teerrd err the t'§'-’_"ii';is hut rtet i:arriect'
threttgh eh the Qt Us.
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chitehlttiiiti. HILTHA,
Iii. d'a|}r tater, and nemcier -iti ciatrris a Ctasa win ahct the irtdes

at F'artarrnance award eh the Eli] rte race dais-ut. Etehthd ifM mÀÀ, "my III

t5'3EiF'=t thatcarne secend. ahdthe Stent.rneierdi'tieerpasch _ _ 3'" Bu5,5 . ._._.__h,ie

and a Sheit advert issued attar Brands Hatch. which shews Elli] [if HIE EEHSUII
a ate cha sing the Farrah at Fiichard i‘-tttweed and t.I'a vid Pijeec ,i.. Iva. iIIi.m-it c--it-re "'="""‘“""'

aterrg with the C-‘tiaparrai EF that vvclrr the El't'l-iti] SUD artcl the Le
tvtahs-wihningt Ferd.

The at are driven h_v dc Sttteit and Elittce tirtctaren eeinst —.TIliI?l"|:‘-'1___ _
tciastect at a L-‘it.’ deatershttt atter cc-mtng third at Eraride ';'_l§_I-_-',;"-I*I5';;';:‘-_:'_f

Hatch. htete the dittereht traht tid pratite. shaped te mat-re 1'_"—,_-'§":':I-_7.-'I-.- 1'-:I'I*
ree-in ier a iarger eit ceetar. and the aeredvnamic appendages -

eh the ‘tivtng address’ ttehthd the ceei-ipit. Heimuth Bett ,
certatrtf]r teeits happy ih the centre at the shat

titI|

@-

-

-1-I
.- _I -

-| I
I- I

;'I--
Jill-I |-.| ||l-l|Il|I|I:lIl'H_'|I_I:';_' ' |. -_

I_ I -_I— _ _ II_
LT‘. I-.IL.I|III".‘- |I|I -Q4 -|I|I :l'Ill'|I.

-IQ-|IlJ' "
-H I -HF -|-|it

|'II.'|IrI I-"|"' ‘I. ll-II

-1\-lH'P'|'T:E':.:l'_l-
I '_'j',"_I '.I| I l1- - I 1.,-.|||,I.l-I-Ii-. a _-
,.,. -I_| — -I " ' |'I|--.||:. IIll'l‘l|

I |. -.|-.. F-1|-|::I "' " "" .,,|l'1.|-||||.!IIl
.1.‘-J I L

it we can see the Ht I5 at Eachat and Linge, the Farrah ‘Hun!-

i I-'1



Waste Srents Cari Ci-ritstvieivsh F‘

Lilil-l'-I.iI

M Fa rltastL Scarlietti
W Malian-a.tJ Eiaten

Ferrari 3t3tZiP-ti
Ferrari EEHJP-4

334 aps
3?? aps

'Ll'1 H Herrma-nni'Il 5il"i’ert Persche EIEITL 355 apsttst in Class
El‘: H 5-tpmmelenÀ Heerpa sch F‘-|:|-rsche El I CI 35] aps.|"2nd in Class

III"--J

ti‘ l§_lfe_ri_1i'B_P'an
G l't'c:-chi'C F-air-at

Persche HIDE
F'c|-rsd1e 'ElClEi

31? aps.t_1 st _l|_t Class
321 aps.|"2t1d in Class

B-C'I,h-C, SCH]-mile F-‘ta ce [30 July]
I hi Spa ncei'F' Hill Chaparral IF Eh ClClm Eris

t
a

J Stews rt.iC hmen
Ii SlfierttÀ h'lcLareh

t‘*tt"=!tl.33rt?.F"l
Persche ateia

t5htJ1rn25s
2 laps dew ntsrd in Class

t T. l§'.*tti!'JilE! FT'l?'.t"
U Schutztl Hin dt

Psrtttttttttt.
Pct-rsche El I Cl

1 .1..!tt|tt site t~t.ttt.Irttitt=tt
‘I15 laps cli:i|.ru11i'2ncl in Class

13 D 5peerr;.ii'Fi Steinarnann Persc he SIDE 19 laps dewntind in Class
IT 'l.|"|i lEliraclie],i.|'h! Cestin Persche EICIIE 3!] laps d-|:nn.rn,l'El-rd in Class

-III‘

The ilvtentaenv hiiictinsh hatd in Spain an at tvtav gave ittttter a chance
ta tine-tune the 9 iti Eiargapvder tll"t readiness ter the reet c-t the

-"Ii I".-' If.-¿ll

chanttpienship seasen. tear was the tirst tirne tvipntsertv had heen
appreved as a reand at the El-ltl. a sttuatten which centintted ter,i-vat

twe rnere veers.
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this was te remain a ene-eff, despite the weight saving. its it
happens. it was the sti?Ls that put in an appearance ¿rst. acting
as the werlts cars fer Eiaytena — the shert-tail 9iIl?s were relled
eut fer the neat werld Champienship reund at Sebring.

Eiieth ef the 9'0? variants were pewered by the 2.2 litre,
fuel-injected flat-eight seen in the 195-? EiiÀiÀs, but new ¿tted
with a medl¿ed cranlcshaft and delivering in e:-tcess ef Eiubhp.
Incidentally. fuel-injectien was given the Flil. green light fer the
'§i'-iI;iEi in 19153, breathing new life inte the eld car, even if it wasn’t
able te lteep up with the werlts machines.

itnewing ef the changes ahead fer 1955!, when a three-
litre fermula weuld be in ferce fer the Greup I5 cars, Persche
was alse husy I-verliing en a new eight-cylinder engine tp suit
this purpese. First tried at the Le Mans test weel-tend. the feur-
cam Type ans unit iwith a here and streite pi as it as mm giving
292 -=icc] was actually derived frem the si:-t-cylinder engine ef the
Elli rather than the Grand Pris eight,se it had a much simpler
camshaft drive. Indeed, the entire pewer unit was simpli¿ed, as
Ferry Persche insisted that. given the investment necessary fer a
cem pletely new design, it ceuld he readily cenverted fer use in a
high-end ET car.

Based en the basic fer mat ef the Type 91 :5 feur-cam slit being
devele ped fer the 91 l H, with Besch fuel-injectien. the engine
delivered jiust ever Etli-El i:=-hp initially (unleashed at Eli]-EIEI-rprnji, and,
as a result, it was decided that a new tra nsmissien was required
te handle the increased pewer and tergue. it new sia—speed
transaitle was designed with an eitpesed clutch en the tail-end
rather than en the Àywheel. Ea rrying the Type EU? menil-ter, this
all—synchre unit was still used, even after a larger b-ere ef 55mm
was adepted in the ¿nal race ef the year, talting engine capacity
up te Eéitidcc and lite rating up te areund 35Ell:ihp.i235lbft. Due
te the bigger engine, the fuel tanl-rs were duly enlarged te Fl.-'1.
limits fer the Class-

it was very dif¿cult te tell a EHIIB frem a 911?, as they are
virtually the same as far as the laedy is cencemed laven the
spa ceframe was enly altered as necessary te talte the physically
larger enginei.The hest distinguishing feature is in the shape ei
the frent eil ceeler surreund, which is eval en the later ca r, while
the latte rs vertical nearside bra l-te ceeling duct is anether geed
clue.The newer medel isa lse usually seen with tiny spellers under
the headlights en the EH variant. and, while the ene en the tail
started eff lil-te these em pleyed en the Hit? and GD ?L, beth were
changed as the seasen pregressed. Careful inspectien reveals a
slightly different frent lid, tee, as well as fatter racing rubber en
i5-inch rims in the secend half ef the seasen — the reasen why
the sce hedy was made i iiiimm i-1.3-lni wider frem the eutset.

The three-litre QUE was, in effect, the ¿nal stepping stene
te the legendary EH 1'- Eiut it was alse a big risii; ne ienger weuld
Persche be playing the rele ef David fighting Geliath. Eeme the
19-59 seasen, Persche weuld be starting en equal terms with

11-‘B

Ferrari and ether leading teams, and much weuld be ezcpected
pi the preud German marg ue.

Fer 195-B, hewever, it seemed as theugh Persche had the
ca rs. the budget {areund 5=t.iJEH.Ti.-ifliliili at the timei.and the drivers.
with Je Siffert, Hans Herrmann, Gerhard Mitter, 'v'ic Elferd, F-ielf
Stemmelen, Jechen hleerpasch, and Ludevice Scar¿etti, whe
changed his allegiance frem the red ef ivledena te the white ef
Stuttgart. as well as the eccasienal services ef ether tep racers.
lllce _le Schl¿serii. chample nshlp win was net beyend the realms
ef pessibility ...

1953 - a bitter pill ie swallew
Persche went te Flerida iull pi hepe, ter, altheugh Aute-delta
was in Daytena as a full Filfa factery entry, the Ferd marque was
re presented lay iehn Wyer’s private team. resplendent in its Gulf
celeurs,and Ferrari by i'-i.HPiT..ils e:cpected,the GT-liiis were fastest
in practice, but the feur werlts ‘Jill?-‘Ls were net-ti: in line,fellewed by
the Hewmet turbine ca r.The factery Persch es were all pewered
by 1.2 litre flat-eightsnew deemed reliable en eugh fer a 24-heur
event,and,whllst the iv'iiti:er.i5tem melen machine had an accident
early en irelling ente its reefand setting eff a chain efevents that
alse teelt eut the Squadra Tartaruga twe-litre QDT-'L]-, its place was
quicl-tly ta l-ten up by the ‘Elli?-‘L ef Eiu aaetta.-"5-chlesser factually, the
aluminium spacefra me pretetype added te the starting line-up
as a late entry]-.The GT-=1CIsdrepped eut with engine and fuel tanlt
prei:-ierns,aiiewing Persche te derninate the iient ei the ¿eId,as
well as the GT categery.

The grid was much the same at 5ebring,e:tcept that the Elf! is
were shert-tail [HLH] ve rsiens.Twe ef the feur we rlts Persches had
engine treuble. but the threat ef the JW Ftutemetive GT-iillis was
diminished by a run ef bad luclc, and a Persche ene-twe duly
unfelded. interestingly, theugh, Siffert had quali¿ed within a
whlsiter ef last year's track recerd,se the '2?-[Iii-' was undeui:-tedly
fast.The ether interesting peint was the use ef ceeling suits, in
which a small electric pump pushed iced water thre ugh a series
ef tu bes in the drivers racing eve ralls,altheugh race day dawned
ceel eneugh net te require them.

Elf the 35 cars that teelt the starter's flag fer the ELDAC 5D-Ei,
ne fewer than i i were Persches: three werlts 'EilllIi-'s, three private
9'1 us, and ¿ve ef the elder '§l'-[iti-s.The Siffe rtiHerrmann ca r, which
had set pele, went eut halfway threugh with bral-te prebiems
whilst leading the ra ce, but the Eien F'en 9113 was the enly ether
Stuttgart machine te retire. Jehn Wyer get his revenge with a
win, theugh, lcl-e: and Hedman beating the ¿rst Persche heme by
a margin ef 22 secen ds.

The timing pf the Le Mans test sessien was rather edd. lcielng
en thesame weel-tend asthe big German meeting at Hecl-tenheim
(where Jim Clark perished} and the BtIIv"iE 5UD-5tiil. Peische was
determined te try its '5-‘IEIEL, pewered by the new three-litre eight.
it was a glimpse ef the future
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T.hanirs te v’-eh .l—ianstein ‘s teem er'e'ei's.
vi.n'i,.'.e.'.i],-' evc-.ryehc- in the F-‘erse."‘.Ie t|:.~e.rh
dreve the w.i':-hing Sid F’i_ at Eiayieiia.

in i|'tj.-;it vve.'_t the Etie."di'II‘tie|;v;eeseh
ii;~ae'iir'ie, aiiiieugii the recerd heel-is
vviti shew that the tvve were ,I'e in ed‘ it-y

5iem.rne.I'eri, E-'.i.i'ieri she‘ I‘-i'erririahri.

I

i_ .Ii'r.'i3i the i-erreris il"l T95 F, i-“erscite i.in.I'sher_:i
Elayteri-a the abreast [L'n'.L1er'.' severai taps
e_eart_i te add -impact is a stuhnin_g ene-
t we -three victery.
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Ina Ettercviveernese.n Eitit that enme secend‘ at Searing.
iust eeiwnd a sister cat The ether twe i-vents se ?s, atse

jpewered ay the same 2.5‘ titre eights, drepped eut with engine
' in-atsdies.
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Menaa was ne:-:t, and Persche ¿elded twe three-litre '§ElBLs
baclced upbya .1-1|itreEIEi?L.The i W tltutemetive team wen again.
and the Eitllas were disappelntlng in this debut euting - Slffert
had ene ef the rear bral-te ducting pipes ceme free and wrap
itself areund a driveshaft, destreying a great deal ef impertant
plumbing as the metal binding acted lilte a flai|.and the ivlittert
Scar¿etti car had treuh-le with the tu el-injectien syste rn,d-elaying
its pregress. The private 5'10 ef E-ill Bradley {the ewner] and 1.-'ic

1HlIl

t_1ajn‘ena
ineineries- Frein
the ieit: Fieit
5territtre.ieri.
Jeehen
i'v'ee-.'jeaseh_, itie
E-fete‘, the then-
Miss -'_|'ni'tn=.rse
iwhe presented
the trephyi. i-inns
i—ier:rmann-. ene‘
.ie Sitte.-t. tve ta
the ceie uriui team
,i'a-eitets ei the
‘es yr:t.'ee'-site ' era
and Les Lesten
raeihg ev-eraiis.

| El _

'- ‘.h-h11ii____|,__

ll —

.ie-eh en it'aen:e.seh hinst.-ng ereun-e‘ Brands Hatch in preetiee
in the set T-ear eeiere an aeeiderit ene'ed his e.n,-'eyment.

He we-s unin,I'uree'. ti:-etigit, end entered the rece ge leienn-ee'.
teattlirig up tvith 'v’i'e Etiere‘.

Elferd was unlucl-ty net te finish feurth, a leese wheelnut et all
things cesting the pair ¿ve places.

The Ta rga had preved a happy hunting greund fer Persche in
the past. and I955 was ne eitce ptien. Ptlfa Hemee had defended
italian heneLii' admirably, but the German assault was just tee
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The ears were identified ey eeieiir-ceding as iieiiei the
winning cer {seen herei at Eiterdiiviegiieii he v.ng a teite rt nese

with e hnghi erenge siirreiind it eiee hqijl the Feet sectien
The 5'11? et Gerhard tteeh and i‘-‘tutti i_iris at the hiiirhiirgnhg-

it was ene ei IE‘ private seas and SI iifis at this preni-ier
Germain even t.
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Despite a ihie itie iiniiage eeniirig adritt early en. vii: Eiterd
and Jecheri i‘-ieerpaseh were riinnirig weii in this .E.i'ti'-H at Spa
uhtii an ae:ie'ent ended their race. The wet vreath er caused

i"-."eeit;~aseh te spiri. ieaving him it-ee'i'y injiiree after the e.=.=ir
heurieed eh’ the rea-:isii;ie haniiing and m-aiiiers.
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it's-it‘ ven Wendi eriri iii-tiiiy itai_.Ihsen in the ii'_'-iF.-“'1 Carrera ti
at Spa. The pert had en eiieeiient seasen. aithetigh wiieei
eeeting ireiibie cieiayap‘ their pregte-as in Ei'aigiiim.
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.-ti rien-champienship race — the 5eii'ti_ie'erei"irien — at
Heeiienheirn en E‘? duty, The QUE‘ et Hens i-ierrniann

can he seen sitting riei-ii‘ ie the Ferrari .’i.’:it’iF’.'_ii’ri et i3'avie'
F'ieer.' F'i,eer uitiniaieiy wen the E*e-ia,e- event h_v a tractien

et a -secend. ivete the iaiest rear si:-eiier arrangement.
intredueed at vttatiiins ifiien and the hitter i5 iiicii wheei--.-_.,,._-- ' - _Li- '

' " - -_.-s__;-i-_-___: _L encl titre eenti;iiheti'en, eeiepteci en the 5'i§'E' in time ter the
ctiarripierisiiip reund at the itliJrhurgri'rig in rrii'd-iviay.

.ie Sifter! waitting n way with the vi'eter's iatireis at Eeitweg.
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The 5_eeei'iyiF_ite.i1entann tit}? en its way
te secend‘ piaee in Frarte-e's pteitiier sperts
car raee- .-tinaiher pnvate Eiti? can he seen
chaising tieii-i'rie'.
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iand eppesiie page} 'v'a rieus ,eers,eeeiives at
the Ei‘tent~i1‘ieie.'1i.ti'"ieeipisseh t-it.1ti ni i'_e ti.ii'ans

iiiciue'ihg a sup-are view at the engine hay
with its ei'ght-eyi.i"ie'er iiimp et eiiimihiiim
and inagnesiu-in sitey in pla r1.itheugn

net visit;-ta trent this angie. the ieiasi engine
used .:'i siiigiie e'i'sttii_i-uier ier the tvviri-

igniiien systarn rath at than twe separate
eries iiaiidiirig eight plugs each. it 's ireiiii_:.
heweveii that a private seat was the tep
F'ersehe tinisher in Tahiti, cernirig secend‘,
white this ear nae‘ ie he eentent with third
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Eiferdihieerspach, and a regular Fit]? fer ivlitteri¿-chlesser.The rain
caused havec. with la-eih grip and eiectricai systems. laut Jacity
lclet had driven a masterful race en heme turf, leaving all in his
waite. its a matter cif interest. it was Je Schlesser whe set fastest
lap in the GU? - the car that came secend, while it sheuld have
been playing secend ¿ddle te the Elites instead.

it-. few dayslater,ln early _lur'ie,the Persche camp was sa ddened
by the death ef Ludevice 5-car¿etti en the He-ssfeld hillclimbt
Having been a thern in the side ef Gerhard tvlltter in his Ferrari
days, at least in terms ef his Eurepean Hillclimb Champienship
campaign. the twe had hecc-me team-mates at Persche earlier
in the year, a speedy pairing that had already breught them a
secend place at Brands Hatch. issa witnessed the less at many
geedinen.H

Watkins Glen was a turning peint in the champienship

‘iii?



Jeehen
ivaerpaseh.

Ludevice
Seariie tti.

Je Eiit-sit | __1i'iiei=ita Steins Cris EHAHPIDHSHIP
Daytena 24-heur Fiace [4 February}

1 I ‘ii’ Eiferdiil 1'-ieerpaschiÀ Stemmelen Persche '9i.1?l_ ti?-'3 lapsilst in Class
2 | J S-iffer'i.|l'H He rima nn Persche EIi]?i_ ti-I5-Eli|a|:isi'1rid in Class
3 | J EtiaasttaiJ Schlesser Persche '5itZI_il__ as 't.e.-est is =I.'.s-5..

5eh_i'ng 1_.'t_-he ur Ftace its iIr1ari:h]
J 5ifferti'H Herrma nn Persche EU?‘ 22? lailpsii st‘ in Ciass

I 'li" Elfeidi'.i it-ieerpasch Persche set 2215- la psilnd in Class
3

ID
M El'enehue_t'C_ Fisher
D Sp-eerry.i'Ft Steiner-nann

Chet-ircilet Ca mare
Persche Elli]

Iliiaps
1i5-El: la |:isi'1ni:l in Class

BDAC 5I.'IICl-n'iiie Fiace {It Pipiiljl
1 J lcle-u'E Fir.-d man Ferd GT4!) Erh-D1m13s
2 G i'it'l i1'l;eri'L 5-ca r¿etti Persche Eli]? Eh ‘Ell I11 3-5s.f'ls'tl|1 Class

Lisl- 'v' Eifnidii 1'-ieerpasch Persche sat 2 la ps dewniand in Ciass
"--J D Epeerryiii Steinernann Persche Elli] 11 laps clewni1st in Class

'-ilJ- I1 Llnsiiii Feitel-i Persche Elia 12 la ps dewniaid in Class
-I I"-iJ W Eiraclleyi'E Licldell Persche ‘QUE 1B laps clewniand in Class
—| U1 M Hene.i'J Harris Persche Eliltii 23- la ps de'iivin.i"3rd iri Class

l"i'l.en IE1 IEICICII-tm [25 Pip ri|1
1
2

P Hawldnsiili He bbs
H Ste-rnmelenii Nee rpa sch

Ferd GT=IiZi
Persche 'EIiJ?l.

i‘3"!5'lt'F't .
iiliililapsiistiniilass

l-iil- P EiepailieriiÀt i:lr=.- Certanae itlpine-Ftenault A211 5'? laps

LiI‘I-bi

G lt_echi'H Lin_s
it hilr:edemii'C Facettl

Pseshs '='~!"I'
Persche sta

‘5?5.'~t'.lE't+'.l at in tI.l-ts-==
as la |:isi'.'tni:l in Class

hfuit itihreiia. | i —ItJ"-
tt l"."l!¥ltiti'HT.Hi!""'.t?'".l1'
G i'ii1it'teri'L 5-ca r¿etti

Persche 91!]
Persche EICIEL

t_1.lti=tt.trt.!".tIlte
E1111 la psi'El-rd in Class

‘ti

—|i Uh It ven 'lr'iiendti'ii'ii' ltau hsen Persche Eiiitii T-"ii-'i'lapsi1stln Class

Targa Flei_ie_[5 i_v1a y]-
'it El‘fercli‘l-.l Maglieli Persche ‘Still? ah EÀm -=1Eis.i1st in Class

It Ii-I Gallitl Gluntj itlfa Fin mee T3 3.i2 ah31m31s
LI-I iti Case nii'L Bianchi Ftlfa He mee T33i2 Erh 3?-'m 55s
Ji- H f'|E'fT|1‘|El.T1I'l_|f.i l'-ieerpasch Persche 'Eli]Ti" i5-In 3Bm 4Ei's.i'2 rid in Class

—| D:l"'I-J

iti ven 1i'risndti'W' Itau hsen
J S-iffertiifi Stem melen

Persc his 9_tIIEi
Persche ‘HUT

I-‘h 11i'r'i 3Eisi1st in Class
1 lap dewri.i'3rd in Class

l'I-i.il —|i E Buaaettli¿ Fiidel¿ Persche sea 1 lap dnwriiti-rd in Class

1'-itirla urgring 1IIIl.IIl.'II|-tm [19 i"r'lay]-

1.
s

vslh rsltt a.iits.rt
H Herrmanniii Ste mmelen

ifs.e.s.h.s sta.
Persche set

.th.t.-its tsa.1.a.i.-v;I.e.=:-.
an 3?-‘m aastlnd in Class

-Ili-LI-1
.1.!t.hit!?.hs'et=.!rit
J l'ileerpasch,".i Eiunetta

E'¥'!'=€l-F=Tf'!"?
P'ersche Eli]?

sh ttrtttrtt - ..._.
ti-h iii-Em IE1-s.i'3rd in Class

IEGI J Heuhau si'H ilielleners Persche 'iii1t1 it iaps dewnilnd in Class
centinued



P_erschg_fEit;i-§i11 E aiiiieriii iaesi
11 iii ven 'ii'ii'eni:lti"ih' ltiauhsen | Persche Ell]-Ei

{1_ laps di:iwri.i1 st in Class
I-4 laps dewriiand in Class

5-pa 'iiIi'Ei{ilt:i'n ll-Er Mayli I

.‘-'. t.!ttrtlt.ltsrtr“.at.. .- -
2 G .lii1itteri'J 5-chlesser

Er?! ts‘. .‘1?f.”r‘3'_-.
Persche ‘E111?

5."r.‘5l1'!'i'*.'?':‘.3.1:..... . . ..
5h lI1Eim -'5fTi"s,"1 st in Class

'l.l'lIi.nli

H Herrman ntlit Stcimmelen
G i'iecl"u'H Lins

.F'!¥'.'."l1*.5l"3*§
Persche 9'1 iii

t .'.tt.r..test-tint. it sits.
r-1 laps dewn.i1 st in Class

Cl" El Speerryia Steinema nn Persche E11 D 5 laps dnwniand in Class
‘I-l W EliradleyiC Lambert Persche 906 E1 laps dewnil st in Class

Wttlsiie =.I~.ls.i1 its isliti
‘I .I lcl-'.:iit.i'l.. Hiarichi I Ferd G“l'4'Ei 235 aps
2 P Hawl-t1ns.iiIi Heb bs Ferd G'l'=1£i 2iiiEi aps
LI-I Ft The mpsent¿ Heppenstall Hewmet Tit 25? aps

-llii W Fra nlt.iFl Treischmann Persche ail]-Ei I59 apsilst in Class
'L|'l .I Lcici-tei'B Hailey Persche stis 251' apsi.'-tnd_in Class
U‘- H Hertmanni'T iltuaawai'J Slifert Persche Ell]-El 25? apsiind in Class

Ieitweg fiiiIlll'Il-tn'i [2 5 August]

l. l§lil*"
2 HHerrmannl'l'il Flihrens

.F"1!'*"1l‘1"?*.'='*.‘5'f5
Persche '.-iIl]'-B

3." 55!"? "..-“ill!-!'.“.'1..'!'! ‘5.'t'.5t
Ih 55m Jiilstlnd in Class

lull P Hawl-tins F." "1 Fitlt 5- laps dewn
it ven Wen dtiltli lta uhsen Persche 910-LI'l ID aps dewn.i1 st in Class

the spaceframe ef the 5iffer1;i'Elferd tiiiliÀ
icha ssis strain Ii had held up well - ma de
ef aluminium tubing, it cenvinced Piech
that all future seas — including these sent
te the Sarthe - weuld use this lighter
material fer their fra mes instead cif steel.

With Le Mans pushed baclt in the
cale nd ar.the re was at leasta little time fer
teams te catch their breath after a busy
summer. Eeltweg was net censidered
im pe rtant en eugh fer mest ef the bigger
names. but Persche family heneur was
at stali:e.and at least it served as a geed
practice n.|n in readiness fer the ¿nal
reund in France.The seas shiziwed there
were still niggling faults te everceme, but
at least twe ef the feur shert-tailed werlts
cars led the ¿eld, and enly ene failed te
¿nish.

Le Mans was run as a three-litre
race fer Greup I5 cars this year l[¿ve—litres
fer C-irciup 4} in accerdance with the
ferthceming 19-E9 fermula. With the EJCIB
still tar trcim pa-rtect.a win frem Ferd was

U1 El Eipcierryiti Steinerna nn Persche 91 D 11 aps dewniand in Class
Giiicich _ _ _ 'i=i;in=.i:hiss1ti 11

'-À"'=l H iii1arii:ci.iG Pan iti Fersche tiltlia 11
aps i:iewn.i3ri:l_in Class
aps di:niiin.l'1st in Class

I-Ia-I -.|i:i

.. .. F’ l".\‘.-fi.'1‘"".li‘.-.'.!‘!i'-‘-‘.lrIl| .P.se-=hs 9135 it
H-I] Elie-cl‘|ent.l'Fl Jeest Persche 5H]ii5- , I5

tie. =t.s~r-'i.rittirrt.irr.'-Ilr-.1=t
aps dei.ivn.|l'3 rd in Class

Le l=.i1.a ns III-heur Fla ce [29 September]
1 P Fti:idrig ueai'L Bia nchi Ferd GT-ea 331laps
E D Eipeerryiii Steinema nn Persche '='iiIZl'ii'L 326 lap st1st in Class
3 Ft Stcirnrnelit-ni_l tiles-rpasch _ Persche seat

race. with Ferd scering a ene-twe. and the Hewmet turbine car
ceming gee-d at a time when the shert-tail 9l]Els le-el-ted far frem
race-ready, despite having new stispensien—activated stabilizer
flaps placed just befere the tall speller {the blaci-t art ef creating
effective dewnferce with the minimum efdrag was really ceming
tci the tcire at this time1- Ciniy ene cif the ici-ui viierl-ts cars made it
th reugh the heat te the end, with wheei bearing failure putting
twe -i:iut.a nd the engine biciwing en the cardriven bythe .i"i.merlcan
pairing efJee El-uaaetta and Geerge Fellmer tit seems the unit was
ever-revved after a missed gearshiftl.Wheel bearings. batteries.
th rettle linltages - prebiems that were ceming up far tee eften
te allew Piech and his team ba cl-t in Stuttgart te rest easy. Pit least

3.‘-£5 lapsilnd in Class

-tit tirst. the tightest et the rest
Elergspydets was reibuitt and given
new bedy appendages {such as

iewar sills arid e strange rear speiiisr
arrangenrenti. and a revised ircint
siis,eensi'i;in. it was ,ieined by twe
ireshiy-built 2?5t;ihp sister ears in

tab‘-5. tipping the seaies atjust ever
-tdtirlig ta-Etdii:i_i apiece. aiiitiwing i'vii'ttei1
Sternineien. and Sean'ii:iiti te drive ter

the werlts.



always ai geed pessibility. especially 'ii'iiith ai streng three-car entry‘
trem J W iliutemetive. There were alse the Eicuderla Filipinetti
and l'iii!'tF-1T Ferraris te centend with. but it was the GT4Cls that
the Stuttgart marque had te beat te secure the champienship-
Persche sent feur Eitials {handled by Sifferttl-lerrmann. i'ii'iitteri'
E lferd,5temm elen i'hieerpascl'ii,a nd Ftatricl-t.i'Bu.-:zetta}iiiivlth uprated
engines,supperted by three 9iIIITs [e:i:-werlrs cars. including ene
driven by Linge arid aucheti. a etti and a siEIti-C"niy ene Ferd
¿nish ed.but, with Eiriilissgeing eut beca use efclutch and alternater
maiadies.unfcirtunately, it had dene eneugh mileage tci win with
ease - Persches in secend and third were he censeia tien

Persche was cheated cif the Werld Champienship by the
ridiculeus scering system used at the time, where enly the ¿ve
best sceres were ceunted. Ferd wen ¿ve reunds. as did the
German manufacturer, but with the Eeltweg reund having a

sherter race distance. the winner was given enly half the peints
ef the ether nine ri::iunds.The fact that Fcische drivers ¿lled the
pedium en mere eccasiens was alse net talten inte acceunt, se
aithciugh a rncrai victery belcinged te the men in stuttgarbsadly.
the silverware went te Eileugh instead.

Either events
ln the nen-champienship races. Je Siffert came third at the
hierlsrlng in a 'H1tIiln June, and Hans Herrmann gave the QUE a
gee-d run at Hecltenheim the fellewing menth. Siffert teamed
up with Glanrice 'Filce'Steinemann te talte secend place in the
picturesque Circuit ef ivlugelle, and then Siffert wen the Enna
Cu p. Farsi: he featured strci ngly in the German Circuit cifliiiunstcirf.
and,in Septem be r,Herrmann get his revengeat Hec ltenheim,this
time talting the chequered flag whilst demeting Piper’s Ferrari

l Gerhard itititter with the new see Eeigspyder charging up the Gaisberg iriiictinth.
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i The tinai reund et the iaifiti Eurepetin Hillclimb tThampi'enehip, with Fieit Siemmeien i_1h'aei'iing iliient lfeittetis in a 5'i.'iE'
Eetgspydec He caitie seeeiid ttr r‘vi'i'tter, whe retaiiied his title witti ease.

te secend. Ham Herrmann and Fleli Steminelen then wen the
Paris itiilltiltm event at l'it1entlhery,fellewred heme by 'li"ic Elferd
and F-ludi Lins in a similar sea. Farther a¿eid.Tetsu iituaawa was
secend in a El 1 Er atthe Japanese Grand F‘riir.,¿nlshing a lap behind
the Greup it Nissan Feat cit l'-ilete itita he.

Gerhard ivlitter abselutelydeminated the Eu repean Hillclimb
Champienship. winning seven ef the eight reunds. enly ever
serieusly challenged by Dieter tluesters BMW er his team-mates.
The enly reund he lest was the Trente-Bendene climb in mid-
July, and that was because the weather was se bad that neene
ceuld race ¿at-eut in safety.

.i!l.t ¿rst, the led? i'i.i1|tter car was dusted elf and updated, with

twe replicas built te allew i'i.-‘litter, Stemmelen and Scar¿etti te
defend Persche heneur in the mci-unit-'='iiins.Twe crashed heavily
at Hessfeld, an event in which Stemmelen breite an arm and
Scar¿etti was fatally injured. but it wasn't until Gaisb-erg en El
September that a new medel was intreduced - the tide. This
was given ai sherter wheelbase and a wider traclt. as well as
a repesltiened engine and transmlssien te impreve weight
distributien. Piltheugh Persche had a winner en its hands, this
was the la st year that the cem pa ny teelt a seriisus interest in the
Eure pean Hillclimb Champien ship.i'ii'1itter alse threw in the tewel.
ending his hillciimb career en a high nete.

‘l5l1



te a re-erganiaatien within the racing department. and the
intreciuctlcin cit seme new yeung engineers. They tcrund eut
the hard way that ltnewledge gained ever 15 er 1? years ef
successful racing sheuld net be discarded as being cit ne
value. it eften pays te pause and see what happened last year
er the year befere that. befere plunging ahead with a new
idea- Let us hepe that Persche can regain the name they had
fer impeccable reliability and speed that they built up during
the reign ef ven Hanstein. Persche englnee ring and ability has
always been beyend repreach. but seme ef the things that
happened in racing in 1'2-Eia were net werthy ei the Stuttgart
team."

“'i!ii new breem sweeps clean”
Sci gees the cild English adage. and it was certainly heped that
this weuld bethe case ence Rice Steinemann had been installed
as F'ersche’s new Team Manager. Frictien between the Persche
and Piech families was increasing as the ne:i:t generatien
became lci-cited in a pewer struggle. and te many — including
‘ven Hanstein - it was as if the cempetitiens department had
beceme the battlegreu nd.There was never any deu bt that ‘tien
Ha nsteln’s leyalty lay with Ferry F*ersche,and it was heped that
his gracieus with drawaland the appeintment efsemeene fairly
neutral [he was selected fer the lcib by Piech, after all!) weuld
step the in¿ghting and help bring baclca sense ef nermality.in
reality. it wasaii encirrnci us less tci the ccim pa ny. but this selÀess
meve changed the atm esp here, lcilling eff a pelitical nensense
and allew minds te fecus en winning ra ces.

Eiaytena was the ¿rst test. Five werlts Sit]-EtLs were sent
te Flerida. sperting new Type Sl1Ei ¿ve—speed gearbeiites
develeped ever the winter, with the main epp-esitien ceming
frem the JW itutem etive GT4-Us and the Lela Ti-‘Er drivers. The
Stuttgart maliier had ¿elded fast machines, ef that there was
ne deubt, but it alse had terrible treuble with eriihaust pipes
during the event. Brian Fred man the ¿rst tci siiccumlci tci fumes
but receviering quiclcly,while Gerhard ii-‘litter had te be talten te
hcispital alter inhaling errha ust gases ier tcici icing. [ii:incihue's
Lela had similar treuble, altheugh still went en te win after all
¿ve we rlis Persches drep pied eut with brelten camshaft drives.

Fer Sebring, Persche ¿elded ¿ve EICIB Spyders, but already
sperting revised SPEIEICIIE bedywerlt with ai smeether wing line.
deeper sides en the perspeiii screen, and ¿r-red tall Àaps- This
variant was made pessible by a change in the reg ulatiens stating
that pretetypes ne lenger needed te carry spare tyres, have
luggage space. er cenferm te a certain weight and windscreen
he|ght.The epen car tipped the scales at at‘-Eilcg i[l3atiill:i]i, was
a full 3Cil-tg tiStilb] lighter than the SIDE ceupe, and had a new
cranli-shalt and ¿ring erder tte try and prevent a reciccurre nce cit
the er-tha ust splitting], plus a medi¿ ed cam and alternater drive-

The Persches were fast again. even against the new Ferrari

- I

,I1-I-'

The Siii"erti“i-i'etrrria.riri i§iIi'Eii_ iii the pits at Dayteiia. where it
spent a iet et tine during the race weeiiend. as ii:-ad weather

trad restricted‘ testing in Eurepe. rtiithei-igh the Eitidt rneriiliier is
uniirersaih accepted. the isss cars. readily identified by their
ret.i.irn te matching frent hitaite duets. were ei'i'i'ci'aiiv itriewn as

Qtiaii¿i medeis. The rnass ei deeais en the side et the car
shew that the s,n-ensership eta had linaiiy nirrived.

pretetype that was malting lrs debut, but rear-end chassis
fractures sidelined Herrmanniilihrens and Sifferti¿edman.
and serieusly delayed the i'i.i'litter.iSchuta challenge [their car
ultimately ¿nished in ¿fth}. as well as the third-placed SIEI-B-‘itic
Elferd lest ii-ti rnin Lites ha vlng a irent wing re paired, which almest

193
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rubber. Whatever. the Stuttgart Spyders pulled eff a cenvincing
ene-twe-three against seme stiff eppesltian-

The Persche versus Ferrari battle came te a head in i'vienaa,as
feur seats went up against a pair-af311F's.ln suppert were ¿ve
*5-'IlIiFs,three with the est-werl-ts 2.2 litre engines,and twe with twee
litre Iun'|ps-The l‘-ilitter.-‘S-chtitt Eit¿-Bl. hacl gear selecltien |:-re blerns,
and the ElferdiÀittweed machine was destreyed after a tyre burst
at high speed and sent the car inte the guard rails whilst lying
third. But still, Pe rsche was bac it, and, with the help ef a private
1.2 litre 'EilIiF,claime-d a secend ene-twe-three ¿nish in a rew.

The sitifiÀ,-'t]-2 Spyders were eut again ier the Targa, with ne
fewer than si:t factery ears entered tassigned te the teams ei‘
Mltterischutt, Fierirria nihttweed, Herrmannistem melen, Eiiertli
tviagiieii, 'v'en iliriendtitl-tauhsen, and Larreusse.i'Lins]. The British
pair hacl driveshaft prebiems, anal the French-Austrian pair
were strangely eff the pace; etherwise, it was an event tetaliy
deminated by Persche. The Stuttgart marque teelt the tirst feur
places, new winning the Targa a remarl-table feur times in a rew.

A new weapen
Ferd had wen Le Mans with the GT-'-till in i'iEiE-El and 195?, and
weulcl cle se again in September 1955 via JW iftutem-etive- By
that time. Persche hacl already set in metien werlt en a car that
was capable at winning this classic ra ce. in the sarne way as Fercl
had gene all-eut te beat Ferrari at the Sarthe, new the German
matter was geing ail-eut te beat Ferd with a car mere technically-
advanced than anything Persche had ¿elded in recent histery,
and with an engine 513 per cent larger than its current breed el
sperts-racers.

In fact. rnuch efthe vehicle's bed y.thealuminiun'| spa cefrarne
beneath it, a nd chassis cemp-en enis we re based en the latest *§ItIlIE
and E-‘i El Eiergspyder practices when werlt began in July I955, as
time was at a premium if herneiegatien was te be secured fer
the early part ef the 1959 sea sen. Even the ¿at-i 2 engine at the
heart ef the beast was, in simple terms, basically a sea unit—ancl-
a-half with a revised ceeling fan arrangement. Truly ertetic, the
layeut hacl been useci by Persche befere fer the Cisitalla. ancl was
being leel-ted at again fer military use,se it was hardly new te the
men in Stuttgart. Hewever, this fact dicl nething te dampen the
etccitement surreunding the preject, and it certainly caught the
|:rublic's imaginatien.

The giass¿bre bedy was much the same as that ef the
1959 91[iEL with detail re¿nements breught abeut threugh
etctensive wind tunnel testing, altheugh the leng tail sectien was
remevable. allewing a guici-t—change i-iiamrn tail te be ¿tted fer
slewer circuits. It was an ideal cem premise that gave the best ei
best werlds witheut the need te hemelegate twe ‘Elli F variatiens.
The EH? was ultimately a ceupla at inches wlcler arrci a tractien
lewer than its predecesser.

The alrceeled Type 912 p-ewerplant had the sarneEi5 rte-Elrnrn

it ti“?

hit‘!-1-"'“l

— ta

I-1‘ -f

lriterirrng tiat--eut te get the necessary batch et.’-3'5 e I Fs
eemeieted tn time ter slerrr-tg

The neersicie rear susp-ensien ahct hreirrhg system eem,eiete
with vented cits;-es‘ The tare-tree arere given further ventrie-tien

ier JQFEI 'r"lEl cress-eirriiutg
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Srffert rtlecfe the rtgttli e‘-estate-rt te ieeve the Qt F’ rrt the irsrlsperter erre‘ strive e l5"3'TE' ElÀlll 5tl"3'ltlE -55 'El‘IE ll"IF'EE"|iTF\‘-' 9'55 'l1F'Il'E- but-
'?i-5'5i_ .§|t.E.p.1=- i-is-re the {write-r'tiF|'et‘im;1-n eerie seen tee-ctmg |he5'tEF' ef Peetm with litcyllnders instead efeight,giving superb
FirJtJ'rr-guea erre‘ iIievit.1' F'.'|i1i't-'1" — it -e 'tr’i.£' Ferrari thet t eme st-'-eerie firtrehirtg l=3'-5'-l-ilF'I'E'1*. 'I|l5 FtlÀ EEITI ‘E1113 W55 l"'E|'E“El 5@13l ’E'3' 'fl4'5l4'iIE-

1'|'1r.gg-g,I‘,||j|'-g- Cine ef the biggest differences between the twe
||'|-|";|_|'i"'_I'|I'|g"|l_|'|'|§-_I-;- was the dehc and ceeling fan drive,talten frem a
L|.5-iiyq.-;i mg gear at the centre ef the cranl-t rather than at ene
r,I—m;;;-_,y'r,r5- end- it was an elega nt piece ef engineering, with
,|='.-_~;i,-5.g,r;|g_ the mechanically-driven fan sitting herizentally

atep the engine iii-te that ef the earlier Grand
Prirt eights. Eiesch fuel-injectien was retained,

and a pair efdistrlbuters {ene each side et the fan} and feur cells
were used in the twin-plug ignitien system. Hight frem the sta rt,
with a 10.511 ttentpresslen raticsitdelivered 5Eii.IIbhp at Biiililllrpm.
and 3F5lbl't ef terd ue.The ¿ve-s peed tra nsmissien was basically
similar te the Type Elie transa:-:le used en the E-‘EIE, with a EF
limited-slip differential as standard.

The wheelbase and tra clrt dimensiens ef the QUE were carried
ever,whiie the sus pensien,steering and bra I-ting system was alse
familiar te anyene whe had seen the I955 racing F'ersches.Hacing
tyre tech neiegy hacl irn preved year-by-year in the mid~1'i2r-ii-Iii-s,se
that even IEIE-5 sizes we re beginning te leelt lilce read equipment.
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eetieii fniim the pits at Spa I

I

The 5'? F at ieast ti.-.-ished at the 1"-il-.iii'I'tii"§|'r‘tI’l_-gt‘ aitheiigh e iet
t.1i' werit vr as iteer.1'ect stiii te bring it up te the staritiard er’ the
ietest Eli]-Es it came secend in Class, tagging behind e Fend

GTi=itJ eithi:-ugh e twe-titre iiitifri Haise heat it te the flag htete
the bigger eii eeeier eeentire and treiit hraiie eeeiirig ducts

rie'np-tee hy this time

Ittm espiherie ehnt
trem the it..'Iir1iiI

It'ltIltI'irm Fitiee at
the ivtiih urgring.

‘feu can itiet
metre eut the

Eiferewiiiireite ear
heiltig chased by

the i-ierrrhenhr
Stemmeien

machine - the eniv
"=i{i-5i.i't'i'.“a‘ tn run with
the revised Flu nder

bedywerlt.
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The ilriitterfÀehtita r ar was the eriiy 'i¥it'JHi’tJ.£ that ethiggiert
the frent l-'i-'|"'-iE.'iet'lJE'eii’ii’iQ seeinn twice it stiii itinished heir etrer

‘F’ i id
‘wi-

enrziing the is-re teri iaps dewn in ’~.it st r.ii"tee i-ieilrrii-h Ei-hit as ene wei_ii;i eiipecr there were aii manner ei eicier racing
{third hem the ieii,l Peter Fe-iii and Fiice Steinem-en-n can be Persches at the Fiing This is the “itiF ei the F‘-techie Fieeee
secri in this shet Ftiih iiri ritit hciri te Eieiii wetiid be given le-etti efivirieii nith Giampierc Eiscaidias the nriain driver.

the ieb pf ieti tine the 9 i F with l—ie.tnut Fieei

s relit,ll”
L}peat;

Clne pi the weriis
5'1i='§ii’i3'E' Spyders in the
pts. giiring a superb
|r.'evr ef the three-
i'ii re eitgine arid the
mere cenveritieitei
'i5't‘EiEi-t_y,,'_ie five-speed
trarismissien. hiete the
new i'ecatirin fer the
eitemater iup irent. te
the iefti, rernevee frem
the ceeiirig ish eree te
reduce ienbeii stress
end site this eruciei
cempeneitt in .-:1 tees
harsh eiivi'ri.ti|rr|eiti.

rl



 

‘ ' _
lllll I

‘ ' __,_|-'-||.-Ii-'

 

.-r-I"'

-t-T

i

"" -it-'1'

J-
-—I"'_:rlI'- 5-

- ..ie Siftert en his way te victery at the

.\ .-

l _-——'-_

 _-
E ___:-1-.

.h|'iI.irhtrrgri'ng in the spare Persehe
. Sat:-.'btirg"cai'.

7-"
-1

1-



in -'1-i. -'-I --. ii'i_‘,i

_j——-I

“I-I-1
.1 _-

Twe iris-ws cit the dramatic B I F that wen at Zeiiweg. This cai: I '
chassis t-itFtitJ't=1. was ene rii seven that went te ._iirti .i'-'liitemetive

fer the i£IFEi seasen. ii-iete the wheeiarch iiares e.n this
pt=irtictiiar vehicle. atse ndep ted by i'ts sister car driven by the

iilttweedFFiedman team in Austria te aiiew iB_i time with wider
racing itibber te be i'ih‘ed. Etigger trent braiie ducts than these

used at i_e Marts were anether teatuie en these machines. r
and. by the time they reached the if-isterreichring, additienai "H. ,-

ieuvres had been ei_it trite the tep-e bf the irerit wiitgs and ' ' F‘ "
abeve the side eirhausts te enhance heat dispersien. By the weit white the teit-hand tanir ahead et the rear wheei was ter eii,
the right-hand ene was fer tripping up the tateet driirer ceeling system, se i'e net ai'ways seen.

the El i Fs tirst victery
Heweve-2 aitheugh
Eeiiweg was a ""
champienship reund,
mest rriaiiLifacti_irers
censidered it a miner
event in TBBB cltie TL!‘
te its iewer peints
eiiecstiee. in tBiI:i5', it
was upgraded trem

""' ti 5t.I't_Iiirm race te a
tddiiiirrn ene, which H r
meant e fiiii nine
aunts fera writ-
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he Flih reshufÀed categ eries again. with Greup 5 new fer
Sperts Cars. capped by a ¿ve-litre engine capacity limit.
plus a minimum ef 15 built {basically 1"£td';t’s Greup 4]. tits
befere.Greup -Ei was reserved fer Pretetypes with a three-

litre limit and the building ef ene-effs acceptable; Greup F was
fer twe-sea ter ra cers,as per the l:-HTI-F'i.t‘|'l series and races such as
the Japanese Grand Prlv.

Meanwhile, within the Persc he em pire, a let ef testing and
negetiatlng had talten place threugheut the tail-end et teas.
[luring these autumn and winter menths, a number ef things
had happened — mechanically. bedily. and alse pelitically — that
weuld ma lte the i'eFt] sea sen very different te the ene that had
just ended. He sebner had the champagne been epened at
Eeltweg te celebrate a maiden victe ry fer the B1 F, than the i'Q'Ftft
Persche campaign was being planned in the team bus. liiiereever.
it was being epenly planned with its chief rival fer the last twe
sea sens — JW iitutem etive ef England.

This was a majer develepment.The .i'Ii'ii hutem etive eut¿t in
Sleugh,spensered by Gulf Ciils, had agreed te run at least twe
werlts-supperted sits ier Persche in each champienship race.
with all ca rs and engines supplied by and full engeing technical
assistance frem the factery. This freed up staff and ¿nances in
Stuttgart te develep the cempa ny's cere business, which weuld
then generate funds te further re¿ne the eitisting racers. Whilst
Steinemann was still in charge ef matters baclt in Germany,
having .lehn Wyer lwhe'd led ihsten Martin and Ferd drivers te
victery at Le ltiiahsji running the day-te-day activities cit the team
was alse ef great bene¿t, as he bre ug ht a level ef ei-tperience te
Persche that had disappeared with ven Hanstein's retirement.
Cif¿cially anneunced in Lenden en Bi] September, the deal was
geed ier all cencerned.

i‘-‘is neted ea rlier,theugh,werlt had a I ready begun en the IBF-El
cars befe re the press brie¿ng. In a len gthyjeint testing sessien at
Eeltweg, held aftereveryene had gene heme fellewing watching
the Bi F win. the twe I2-cylinder cars were put baclt eut en the
tra cl-t,aleng with the werlts spare and ene ef the i.ii1FF'i!-. Can-iitm
machines. the latter given its ¿nal preparatien befere beginning
its racing career In the States-

The B1 F was still semething efa handful,.with enly a few elite
drivers able te centrel lt.lat alene matte it wln.The medi¿catiens

IDS

made befere the ilitustrian race had mellewed it, but everyene
was shecited when the Can-hm car lapped se much taster. due.
net te the pewer-te-weight difference, but the cen¿dence that
the drivers had in the epen car. it was then realized that the
aeredynamict ef the eriginal vehicle were net right; reughly
shaping the tail bf ene ef the ceupes cleser te the pre¿le ef the
BIFPA, an immediate, substantial imprevement was ebtained,
and theSi'iFi'i was bern

The ‘Ell Fli
ill. c|uiclc glance, and it appeared that the til Fit was simply the
i'5hEiB car with a new tail. Hewever. the nese ducts were changed
{which tied in with the medi¿ed trent lid]. wheeiarch lips were
added te allew bigger wheels and tyres, and everything aft
ei the cecitpit was revised cempletely. The perspeit canepy
was drepped in faveur ef a BEiFi'E'iiEiEl—style reef fairing which
separated the twe wings tb give the required rearward visien.
and played hest te the ceeling fan and the tep ef the engine,
while the rear wing pre¿le centinued the deer line straight baclt.
¿nishing at a length net dissimilar te the eld 91F in ltH guise,
but angled upward instead bf curving dewn te ett pese the
wheeis and Frame, as in the F"i5. inedel.Tlny,ad]ustabie spellers
were added en the trailing edge ef the tail, but etherwise the car
was reireshingly tree et aaredynamic appendages. in additien,
the erthaust system was redesigned te have twe pipes instead ef
feur, beth eititing frem the rear in traditlenai manner. se the sills
were new smeeth. Finally, the fuel ¿ller was meved te a pesitien
behind the driver — this was because new Flh. regulatibns called
fer a smaller ‘safety’ fuel tanlt, and, after Eiaytena, the twin ¿llers
up frent disappeared. This dramatic new shape was allewed by
the Fliit as an eveiutien ef an er-risting desig n-

MlE'IIl'I-E|i‘il-E-Ell‘y',.lIl‘i-E new eitha ust has already been mentien ed.
iLs main advantage was reducing heat build-up in the engine
bay,which had eften led te fuel eva pe ratien prebiems when the
car was standing in the pits- ht the same time. the tra nsaitle was
uprated and changed te a feur-speed unit, linl-ted te a new clutch
aseem bly.There was a revised frent suspen sien.as well as a geed
deal ef general chassis tuning that included the adeptien ef
wider wheels at beth ends. Behind these rims were new bra lites.
with different calipers and cress-d rilled disils.
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to wtz‘-iwry .21.! E'a_L»'!r3-.r15'. It was an em:eifem

.'sf.'1."1' hr the r-nw F'|3.rsm'm r»m1*n |L'.'J"S'."Tl|',|T' w.I'f'.'1
JW F|uIr2.1rI?r_iI!I"rE- .arm' Guif. .=;=r1-~:.* 5- ymasing
."c;-suÀ‘ ¿t-r mi‘ i*|".-mm mw;rv¢.:»' sh arc;-m'fng H141!

Q i'?FJ [Iver me w-Inter. Mme :'h=:e my,» r-r_HJ.|'
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|';|5|.I?!-ring}, .5|.':~|11' |‘.'?r5- |:-5~n|‘."5|:' |:|."a.'1-gs strspe an
the rmse — Hn=;- nine-.r E-sa.'r| ma." .*J.:|u' :1 w.~'c.'-5

51.5-se-{'11 Es s|W;:.|e-_. rema-r1|:1’|'r1;g:I|: un¢:feWeat|'?
.*.I'".|e |*r».=::i- r.¿'.'_=;_r.*J!;=; and m'.‘I:=r, In ::~m'E-r in qu.|'c:.l=c-[.1

.';der?r.|'¿-- w.‘?.'L:*|'1 was w.'?|‘r:.F1. On the Er|:.*|:‘
|imc:a.';r'nn.~2 r1 1'|'1.I'n:f car W515 run, if '.wi-:¢ gem-n

an mang.-e -"|'_1I|ZrH;|L.r!' nu 5E'r'rj:|-E.

EH9



:,T'.T;.s-st“ &4||+|tuIr|.-1-' tpnttntsmt nzenen \gt||||u-:|||nl l'|.|

F't* |'.sr|-5 st ||.tI|'-t.1t?.£t;|‘ In rtt'| |D|':|i.l' -:1 F|'|i:-t_trtt,'u-5.: s|!r.st_:-t:1tt?t,1 tats l."l rts-ts
.541‘ tt‘-5| mntut at r|Itrr1t:.~5r "

II

I-I='—III:rJ.I:I

km"1N

Ttm Lt: t'L*i'rt.".I.s tt:-st wt:\=;ttt|:t|".|;' -:|t'-ti:-ti? =1igs-.1".- sttt st"tt_?|;" wt't."t Brands
Hstt;-tt, s-s wss ,r.r-|:t=;"».tt';,-st.-,|:t,r;:~r:>rt-.rs.-|:.1’. Tt1sr"s~ wss s 9;'.F't~t tn
I-'ran¢s-'1swt1gt'ts sttspmstsn t:s'tt't':~rs-tst:'. s.r1t:t' =1 EH1 wtth
.s ,-_'|.sr't st titts tttsr t'_t-rE.~u§,|t'i't bass tr]-Etrtt-:'.1ttes st’ tt'ts- ssrttsr FE
cstrtrst-sst-t HEM - Mtss H.:tt.*.-tssct mt‘-ft Hs-nttstt t trtgs rttct
trmst L1?" tt|t=tt_|'r.I'I.tt'r|t,r. Tttts t.1r|'_tt-|'-s.r.*i' mas ttrst iti-ts 91' F'H w.ss l'tLI-l'
very stars-stwwsmt-s |:|3|t1"t,EtEt."E't'-" t-:1 ths 5'? FL. ss ths sttgrwss-t'.s
wtsritt==n' |'t:- ;;r.'|t-:-.1 |'t|s.'r tang-t=stII' ttisttrp tJ.".'t—2 ntttre tttttsnt:-s. Tt‘|."tr
ts ttls same 5'? Ft. with tts ¿n s -!;~."t-s'gs=:t. pictures‘ tts~t's- st the
Hn|::.it-s-.I't.'"tr.=.IfI‘.I'.= -t'.!t."=.‘?| ttt. ."-.'|;-t-ts |'t'1 rs stth ttts t1't'i‘fE-.r-:sn-:1tss- tn thrt rtnst-:*_.
IE1-G-.

The mt-ttst 1tt:~t'.stt_1.'"t at tt'1t-3 1}-'pc.= ENE =rr-g.'.'".-t_':, an t.".-|:rt_":ts.sc: tr-
m-s- Lt-|:tr's and stmtzs gt"-.t.|'r1 gt s =:t'ts_.s."sssrrts-ttr sf 4.9 tt'ttss. Fess
ptjtwtzr wtts n|;|t.§t.EI'tt1tst |;"t'."|"¿3-t"=3t'| t, tjtttt tt'1t3rt;t wtts .=;! stt'.;|.st{tntr{tt

tIr.*'r,E1n:t-Itt='!rIrts"t1t ."I'i' turtiru-5.
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The three -i.'i‘te 51|_‘IIE.t'|j'5's ijittitt ter the Iarga Fic-t'ic|_ The -Eiutt cars were asstgttect tn 5tt‘t_=- 1'tFtectt*'ran |“nttn*|L-er iii‘) tlttwe-clrtt
|.-“'."'e|H-e!t,1a.s-rct {'3-E, wtttt ..|'utttt lr1.t’jr-er t_1esr'r.1'e it tin h|'a"r;tt,|, att-:1‘ |':|'rtu'ttt,1ue.»st.i't'tr|ttun-en tits] wtt.t'e the Puts-she S.set_|urtttt|acFIttte'.1tas

attitan 1'3I),='.'Et'|‘|Zt|’tZW|'|.at'|'|’I1I-i-'|"t1t‘-'. ¿'1ati-::ic~i-ts titre E¥eactyaa.r's ractag chral‘ tee Ms-hi r the Iattte tatty ,Ia-sitar aha it s eaÀattai} Sifts t ta-
the whtle tttrereits

5 ‘H. T

recl 5125 was fastest in practice, l::1ut the three 91 ?i'Is were netrt
|[5ifferttFtecln1an. Heclrlgtteztliinnunen, and Elferclttlthrens. in that
erder}, laacltecl up by a ccrupie ef private '§“tI|Eu'El-Es: the &1I"|-ti ef
Tcrnyr Dean ancl Peter Gregg placltecl up in qualifying with a seitecl
camshaft. Beth E-ErlilÀs failed te ¿nish {ene en the ¿rst lap, the ether
cm lap 355 whilst lying tenth]. an-sl the Ftustrian 91? was fercecl
te retire when a sheck El|1'|-5-l'Jl"lI.'|El" bre ire and pierced the fuel ta nit-

F’utting Bic:-m WaIn'egaa rcl, n.I'.|c- -at" the F'r:-rsche wurtrs .r'tt¿}r
i.t.'wars_. .ie the ttit'r'ct' Gatt ear" tttacia seas-s-. as tsatit Ettere anct

t'-t"|-rn3-ttssc- hacl‘ iaec-.n tat".-".~|7tus |i'".- this e't's|:t]!;=-|'i.".-tr hate-.re it-ttttng
the tlthsutts. The FlEh-t*uur;.*l=’lr’lt’aIc.1’e~g,|ats.'r=:.1' ,tJ'L-I|t."tt.It} ,ula-sect t'tI‘ttt.
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The fastest Ferrari hacl suspensien mailacrlies, allcrwing the Gulf
Persches re gttee threugh re ¿rst and 5'E'¢tItt‘r-r:i,t'£lE5|:rllIE' the Slfferr
car experiencing a number ef niggling prcrblems clutmg the
I-iHiE'.

Sebrin was full ef drama Persche was represented bya pairg .
c1fGulf9i I-‘leis. ancl anether pair I:-f similar rrrrzrclels with tcrptlrirrers
enterecl by F'ctrsche+.Itucli- Feur QÀettlls were aise threwn in te
face the Fe rra ris,l't'latres,a ncl F'rlfaT33t3s.The Gulfca rs hacl niggling
prc:-l::rle ms, net helpect by new hubs that were se new th e1-,r hacln't

- Z _f'i'---'2'!-=~
_-- I

.__-- --=-Fr-';'r.-"-= '-==*-“"'_+'_-e~:-' er
_ 'I:5i-ti:-Li;-:H+:r.=-.~.*~:-rt:-P-' '-'1"-'l':" "l ' ' "Mb":-H ' I -

l Àrtmest a ftl'1l‘.'|!_E".-'.-'=‘_i't',[I'.' the Eiti¿ Carters -Ft ef
ttatiaas rlrt¿a r‘rt.~'ceictsr' and Artgeie 5ahaaarst'.

Fester hetehratrrtg F'hrsehe's srreeess cirr-
the Targa — a siassic raee the Getnrart
cempany ha-:1‘ almest matte its ewn

‘I.lull-
J

we‘!-

r :| -‘_r

‘ as J...-=‘.'.'\,_
—|-|

‘I-

i;-tts.

it
1-H?

 i-

n

even been testecl, but the Herrn'|ann.r'Lins 91 i"s engine blew and
Elferd crashed eut early after being hlt by a ';t’l1-5tffert's ear hael
suspensien failure clue tc:- the new hub. sci the Swrss clrnrer was

F rratlput inte the last -geed at It te help lift the pace, but It was a e
1:lay'.t"r.s fcrr the Spyders — twe ¿nishecl, ene in secend. with ene cr-f
the twe Martini internatienal team cars In seventh-
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The i_e Mans fail spmier intreduced by JW auiclmclirve was
retained pn its Q1‘?'i{s after the Fren eh event, and use-ni rh

America and Austria. This is tire car that the 5ii1'ertrH'eciri-ran
pair remit ta victant at Zeiiweg.

enly 4.9 litre mcldei in the race,but the damage frdm a burst tyre
ended his charge. H-ddrigue: was cicise behind with a smaller-
engined 9'i?it, and drpve sensibly tu taite the flag. The Siffert
car was damaged early cin, and actually ¿nished 12th, behind
the EI'i?i'-'5 cif Gesipa Hacing and Hacing Team HAW. The Martini
snares ¿nished streng again,|:altir1g 1-tith-

213

The Targa F|tIIi'i-IIl- witnessed the debut pf the 9IZilBi'tII3. This
was essentially a revised versien cri‘ the Fiunder rncrdel, utilising
eztperience frem the 909 El-ergspyder iI-IIi- shprten and lighten
the frame and bedy. reduce the weight ef cempenents, and
then imprdve weight distributicrn by mciving the engine and
transmissicl-n cit:-ser te the centre pf the vehicle and the driver
fcrrward. After the ¿rst was cempleted in March iEl'?iIi, eight
9051035 were built in all, with fpur entering the Targa. in the
race, extended in 1*J?C|, the little Pt:-rsche was a re '|.l"E||?|'iIi'Di'l. Elf-a rd
swerved td miss a fallen rucltand crashed pn the epening iap,but
ether wise it was a cdpybdcrlt perfcrrrnance fdr the Persches, and
a ¿ne result fdr the Gulf team.The crider '5"EiElv'D2s had dune well,
tee, with the Ftacing Team HAW car ceming ieurth.The Martini
EIUEJDZ uf Larrdusserlins was leading the Targa at cine ppint,
thahits tci the Frenchman's rallying si-tiiis, but gearbert treuisles
drci pped it dciwn the ¿eld tci 13th place.

The Gulf-Persches, new running with 4.9 litre engines and
a different full-width tail designed especially fdr the fast Spa
circuit. had a gppd ¿ght with .la city Iciut'.s Ferrari dn the Beigian's
heme tracit. The Hddriguezritinnunen car retired with gearbcnt
trciuble, but the '.¥JiTi'i.s came but ahead, thanlts tci Siffert and
Fiedman. it was the ¿rst vlctc:-ry fcir the bigger-engined G1? in a
race deminated by 9 i ?i'-is and 51255. althciugh the ‘El-DB.-‘G135 were
breught eut again fer the twists and turns c-f the ifvurburgring.
with twcr fpr Jdhn Wyer's team, and twp fur Persche Saiaburg.
Fans ef italian machinery had high hepes ier the Ferraris and
Ftifas, but icl-ut was injured and there were numercrus accidents
in practice that further dented their challenge. Dnce the twp
Gulf cars drcrpped ciut, it was a relatively easy run fcir the Pcrrsche
5-alzburg team tci claim a cine-twp. the pnly cpm petitibn cpming
frcrm the Surtees,-"v'a ccareila 5125 Spyd er.

Ftfter waiting sci icing td win Le Mans, ‘IEIT-'i.Ii was aimpst a nun-
event.The incredible number pf accidents iiargely caused by the
weatheri and me-chanicai maladies cut the ¿eld frem 51 starters
teiust i¿ cars running at the end. and n-ene ef them within an
iaps pf the three Pdrsche drivers cm the pddium._lW Ftuturncitive
entered three Guii-Persche 91 I'i£s. twe with 4.9 litres engines,l:1ut
ali spdrting a tail sppiler that bridged the rear wings ma tie just
fur Le Mans. They retired fur varicrus reasclns pn laps 22,49 and
‘F55, depriving JW Autdmc:-tive -pf a hat triclc at the Sarthe. That
is npt tci taite anything away frdm Hans Herrmann, whe retired
crn the Sp-DE after winning the crniy majdr classic that had eiud ed
Pursche since it had started racing.

Althcrugh the Ferrari factery sent twe ca rs td 'v't|'atl-tins Glen,
the .ic|-hn Wyer pitwciri-tand tactics were tci-d sliclcgiving the Gulf-
Persches a tune-twe, with Pc-rsche+a udi st Hts, driven by Elferd.-'
Hulme and Ftttwuud.-irth re ns,in fuurth and si:-:th;the wcrrlts 5125s
were third and ¿fth. its in 1136-9,mest ef the tep drivers stayed en
fc=r the Ea n-Ftm event the fuilciwing day,and, whilst Den ny Hulme
wpn in a ivlcLaren,9i Tits ¿nished in the rre:-tt three places I[Siffert,



_____________ __ ______________!t_i_-::g|§ttl:: Spears Caa Caaraaiertsula
Dayturta L14-ltutlr Fla te ii Teblueryl

_1 F'Às.a.ti.sat-‘sit. Ilia "wan
2 J '5-tFfert.iE Fied man

Pa rt-s'1s.'5'*1 tit ' T’1_*l..l.~a.='st1t"a.'I|ts-=-
Elnan Fiedman

Fcirsche Ell Ti!‘-'. _ E-TE! la ps|"2nt:l in Class
3

E-El
M Ftndrattlrh Meraarlaii lcl-at
G Lc-cimis,l'Ei Everett

Ferrari 3125 _ I5-I-'_d laps _
Fclrsche SIDE-E _ 5-T3 la ps|I'3rd in Class

5-ebring 1}!-i'|dur Hace H2 l".'larch]|
I iGiunti.i'l'-I 'l.l'accareiia,i'llr'l Ptnclretti Ferrari 5125 24? aps
I
3

5 iv'lci1ueeni'F Hevsun
M Gregc|ry|l'T Heaemans

Persche 'JDl3l"El2 _ Isl? apsi'Tj.=-tin Class
Alia Flt:-med T33i'3 _ 2-45 aps

4
23

P Fied rig |.reai'i_ ltin nunenii Slfiert _
M Flahai.iH l|i'tl'iseJ'l|i't|' Franl-t

Persche Ell I-‘it _ 243 apsiind in Class
F'E|l'!i.E|'lE EIIIII5 lEll aps.i'1st in Class

anac l-i]-i}iIi-ltmtili ap-all
__'....l'.li“'?i'iEiPP1'l.i- i"'-i*I'..i!!'r'_il"j'?_'I'i.--

I-I 'v' Elfc|rcIr'D Hulme
'TtiEElL't_?i.?fli_LPli_fi?£iIi 3_l5i.tt'i5i_'_'T' Cit“

|.II""H'--

lfarsche ‘.111?-'l't_ 5 la gs dc|wn.i2 nd in Class
LII] H Herrmahniii iÀtttweed Persche Ell Tilt ' B la ps dclwmisrd in Class
-h G va n Lenne pÀ-I I. aine Persche Ei't§i3i'l§l2_ l l3 iags__1;ic|wn.i'j_st in Class

|'J'- G La rrciusse.|'G lllpch Fclrsche E'IIlEi,l'lIil2 lEi la ps dc|wn,i'2 nd in Cla ss

i --I'-.|Ia

J L'Ftmit!v'T Fl-eld
H Gciit:l|I'M Beuttler

F't:|r_sche Eli El _ It-4 la ps dcivvn.-'1st in Class
Fclrsche Ell Ell 34 la ps dc|wn,f3rcl in Class

i‘-‘lsnrra ii]-'iIl-III-ltn*|i.?5 April}
F" Flu-drig L|e.t,i'L i"l'.inr|unen Pclrsche Ell Tl'l'. _ ' T-'4 apsflst in Class

I
3

I Giu nti.fl'l 'v'accareiiai'C Hrncm
J 5urtees;"P' 5-chatty l

FE-rra r] ._51
Ferrari 51 E

_'?4 aps
‘rt aps

I5
I?

it ln¿c ityl'i'v'l Ca b_ral
H-III Ei|atrheim.i'H Hrause

Persche HID? Q ‘-'-l-'-l a|asi"r_st in Class
FE|I5E|'lE Ell]? ' 39 aps.|'2nt;l in Class

19 .I L'.Ptmir.v'E i'-ielscin Persche Elli! ‘31 apsi'1stinCiass

T-t|r__._i .51?‘ _iTi'?‘L'_i.'°E'.'i.'1i.¿"'_'*"'_5l-.‘il
J 5iffe_rti'E H-ad man_ Persche snares "ah ssm st:-.=.r1_ st in Class

1 P Hndrig ue1lL ltih nunen Persche 5tt'.IE:i'ti3 I5-h 3T~'m Tlsilnd in Class
3 hl ‘I.-iaccareiiaiil Giu nti Ferrari 5125 ' Eh 3Eim D55
11 G tra rt Lenne p.|'H La in e Fclrsche EI3Ei,l'lIll2 ' bin -‘Hm 5-ls,i'3 rcl in Class

I2
35

A hi iced e mii'G hteretti
A l"lict:-lc-siÀlt Hcmaccirsi

Persche Elti? _ 1 lap dew ni'3rd in Class
Pclrsche Bl Ell 3 la ps dcn.Ivn,i3rd in Class

F-ra l-El-I]-'|3ltn"||ilT-'.l'|.'1ay]|
J 5iiiert.iEl Fled man ljclrsclte s1 rl-t ' -th tram -tBs,i"lst in Class

I
3

J l§:|-ttu'.l Surtees
'v' Elferdiit lthrens

Ferrari5125_ _ slh ilm 25'-_s
Persche Ell I'll‘. _ 1 lap duw r|.I'3rd in Class

'5’
ll

G l__ar_r-a usseili Lins
H-Ell Clecheri-t,iH ltilarlt-:|

Persche !Ei'tlEli'i.l2 I _T-' i_a ps dc|wn_i‘ist in Class
FtI|i5E|'lE Ell3ElJ't]1s El la ps dclwnfl nd in Cias

IE J L'Ftmit=.v'E Nelsen Persche 91 it ' 12 laps dc|wn.i‘lst in Class
can tfnued aver

Gerard tam;-usse

Le-cl Hmnunen

Hans H-smnann



_ __ __ __ _Weate 5t=e|tTsCa_|t fl;_H.lllvlPi0l"-i5Hllf
13 H-D Elia tah-eim.tE itra us Persche 50? I2 laps dewhti st irr Class
ltli F‘ 5adiertF' ltestey Persche 010 i15 iaps dew ntlnd in Class

i'-iurbu rgring l000itm [31 it-lay]
1 it EiferdÀt Fthrens Persche 'iiI0Bt03 Eh 05rn Elstlst in Class
1 H Herrmann.I'Fl t5tl.'I.'tnIeed Persche 5Cli5.|'Cl3 Eih lCIm 34st'2ncl in Class

J Eu rteestl-l ltaccarella
G Larl‘et.|sse,|"H Ma riteLHILIJ

Ferrari 5125
Persche EitIIEl.|'02

1 iapclewn
2 iaps dnwntsrd in Class

'-D it 'tI'tiicitytl'r'|| Cabral Persche 50]‘ Slaps dewrrtfi st in Class

Le Mans 24-heur l'-lace ii -4 June]-
'| H Herrrnarlnt¿ Ptttwe ed Persche 'i.ill?l't 3-II3 iaps,f'lst in Class
2 G Larreussetw itau hsen
s it LinstH ilrlarite

Persche 9li"L a 33:5 laps.i‘2nd in Cla ss
Persc he 5I0ll.i02l. 335 iapstlst in Class

Watitins Gi_en {I l July}
"I F‘ Fledrigueztl. ltinnunen Persche 9 I TH 305 apsÀst in Class
2 .l 5i_ifert.i‘B Heclman
3 M tl|.nclretti,l'i Giunti

Persche Ell I-"ll
Fe rra ri 5-‘I 25-

308 apstlnd in Cla ss
305 aps

r at LinstH _i'r'larite_
11 ilii FlesentÀ Jacelss

Persc he ElÀlittilit
Persche 9015

2_Elil apstlst in Class _
l't1'l apstlst in Class

‘I2 H 'l|"|lise,|"l|"rl Fra nlt Persche 900 ass apdind in Class
15 H ElreIinitatH Fete rrna ntFl

Elartling
Persche 905 231 a|:|-s.i3rcl in Class

Eeitweg l'iIiIlIl'lIlIltrnlll Clcteberl
1 _l 5_ilfe rt.tEl: Ftetlma n
1 til. cle .|!tdamicl1,t'H Pescarele

Persc he ‘Elli-"lit
tltifa Flemee T33.i'3

5h_0Er_n 05-stl st in Class
2 iaps dewn

Jib-l.a.lI

Fl LinstG Larreusse
‘it Eiferdt¿ Fttnnte ed

Persc he E.l0E.i02
Persche ‘BITE

3 laps dew nt.‘-tnd in Class
B iaps dtl-wntlncl in Class

H Jeestt'G PanitlLFI Persc he 5I0lit02 B iaps dewntsrd in Class

Ad I-IJC1
- _.l-.lIl*?l*tttl’ii.i‘li'tFil..

it Ftietit-rtCI' Stuppacher
f‘*trtsl.“t.'="!i§'.
Persche 905-

ittlaea slaw.~.'.1t1'=! iltiilata
31 iaps dewnt3rd in Class

titttwe-ed. Elferd, in that erderl. Teny Clean was
the enly man running censlstently in the Can-
Am, but he wen the Head Atla nta reund en l3
Septernizrea¿nishing the seasen in slttth place.
albeit a ieng way dewn en Hulme, whe teelt
the 'i'E|'?Cl title.

After Wati-tins Glen, lvlespert sheuld
have been net-tt but was cancelled, sci there
re malned ten Werld Champienship reunds en
the calendar, as per the previeus year. in the
massive gap between the Glen and Ieltweg,
the Italians had been hening their weap-ens
ei chelce. Still, the 5ll1‘erttFtetlrnan car carne
threugh te win, with an Ftlfa net-tt. fellewed by
three seattes and a Eiaiaburg start- It was a
geed way te end the seasen

The seasen ¿nished with Persche en as
peints te Ferrari's 3?; Ftlfa Ftemee, ivtatra, and
Chevreiet made up the numbers. Persche
alse wen the GT Champienshlp with ease, and
did well in the new interserie Champienship,
intreduced in fete te bring Can-ttrn type
racing te Eurepe. in the sis: qualifying reunds
{Han-ever sheuld have lseen the seventh Isut
was rained eff]. Jurgen l'-ieuhaus teelt his
Geslpa Ell Fit te victery at the hierlsririg and
Thrustten, and placed secend at Creft, i-teim ela,
and He-citenheim, thus securing the title. Gijs
van Lennep was runner-up in anether §lli'lt,a
leng way ahead ef his ciesest rivals, whe were
driving March and Leia racers with Chevrelet
pewer.

In the hen-champi-en ship races,there were
neta ble wins in the Em bassyTrephy atThrustten,
the Circuit ei iltlagny Ceurs, the lmela 5CItJitrn
event, the Trephy ef Dunes at Zandveert, the
Ceupe du Sal-an at i=tientihery,and the slit heurs
ef Jara ma.

Steve tvic¿tueen winning at Hettvitte in Clatiternia with
e .'Eit_i5.»"tIl'.5_3' Flunder. This r's the year the eiessi-1: tltrn
Le i'vlans was made, et ceurse. its ntatn star ence say.'hg:
‘Fm net sure whether i"r'.n an eeter whe races, era ree-er
whe actsi“ A 004 can he seen th the eacitgreund in net
l?UWSUd.

C'p,t:-esfte: Twe shets frem the in terserie retrnct at
He-sitenheitn. tvat tettcta in the white 00E't02 Fluntier
with ta ree‘ nese, and l'ltiitt' hiatrhsen tn a mee't'fr'ed Hild

Spyttet The event was wen isy ltic Eiterci th a tltictaren.
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had silly incidents that cest them
dearly, such as Siffert running eut
ef fuel. and Hedriguea getting
invelved in a ceming tegether
with the Cienehue Ferrari: they
duly ¿nished feurth and ¿fth.
Persche still wen. theugh. thanits
te the 4.0 litre elitlt ef Elferd and
Larnusse.

Brian Ftedman's retirement
turned eut te be the shertest in
histery.and he partnered li"ic Elferd
in a lvlartini car at Brands, with ‘tien
Lennepi'Larreus.se in the sister
machine sperting estperimental
ram tubes. which were enly seen
en this ene eccasien- The Gulf
cars, running with feur-speed
transmissiens fer this race, had
their usual pairings, but this was
te he autedelta's day; iuel leal-ts.
braite treuble. and new alley
hubs causing the Jitv mechanics
prebiems in getting het wheelnuts
te ie-ersen slewed the pace ef the
Eiil Ts, handing victery te the iltifas.
Interestingly. Heinheid .ie-est and
Willi ltauhsen came sit-tth in the
Team Aute Llsdau ‘Elli-'l=i — .ie-est
weuld be a name te ieel-t eut fer in
the future.

Persche was hacl: en ferm in
i'v"|en.'ta.The taii¿ns seen in practice
sessiens in the U5 and France were
re¿ned and used en beth Gulf
and Martini cats. and the engines
supplied te JW Ftutemetive were
aisie uprated fer this pewer circuit.

_-Iii-

i-'-‘ei"sche at the it??? New lferi-t
Shew, with the '.'.9F'5' Le iviarts
winner en the stene‘. The rs-eing
seasen rne-vet.1'i'::-eeit te Eurepe
the day etier the shew epened.



"5 ,5't'-. -III

LIP

1 -

.--} rfllllll-I-I-—.-I--_-r Ii.

The .'3i'.fi'erh'.I5'eii ti t ?iC piriiirtg etit e-if the pits at Brands i-i'a-teh, The i_e ivians test weei-tend was heici twe weeits aiier Brands
with He drigttez .ieetehg en trem the teii er‘ his car. and Jecitie Hatch ih it-iti, and theretere attreetee tar rnere interest
Ciiiver is-ethg ihterviewert ih the be hi-tg'm|rne'. it was te he an trem the big teams. JW i5.t_ttertieii've had ¿rst triee' tai'i.Ii'tis at
uhha,e,ey '.veeitehe' ter eeth at the eligger Flersche eguibes. tlitiytnha in pra-stiee. het sherter veieiens aeeeateei in France

iheegh. erre‘ were tater ee'e_etee' err serrte ei the taster etrettits. The

‘I-

—ri
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wertts atse espennienteri with an uttra-iigh twetght magnesitim
eiiey s-peeefrante eh erle eat

The i_e titans practice sessien atse witnessed the dehtir et
the ei Fri.-1' SI. with its 5EF!it-stesigrted eeechwerit [the French

eeheerh that hart been respehsii:-ie ter the pra tile er‘ the
ierig-teii ears use-it at the Serthe the ;.|revi'e-us year}. The bedy
was sherteheei trent and rear and atse widened. aiiewihg the
wheeis te sit eut ei the airilew. The er|e—e if £1 i‘ Fititii |'-chassis

Qt 120.00 ii. which can he seen cempeting in the three-
heur rttee hetri at the ene‘ ef the test weeitenni in the set:er.|t_:|'

picture. is hest tthewn isy its n-lsitname et ‘E-ii';t Bertha.’
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--Pedns File driguea and -Jaeitie Ciiiver: seen here passing a t-tremer Si‘ T5. grave‘. jg
the Gulf-Fersehe teem s fine ttietery in Mensa. Cither Eli Tits eerne secend, '.

seventh. and ninth. while a 9ti'iEii0.'E heienging re the Wietgt stahie came
tenth. The tecats. expecting Ferrari er Alta Fiernee te win, ttetihtless went

heme bitterly disa,e,eeihi'ett
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The I-'=‘:;-|:1'rig_,ru13-.av’|'j1.'.I'v-:':r 5:JEJEr1»’1'J.'_1‘ 4'-sha-sans EH'J¿'-fJ;'i'.fJ1 .';|”,I that 1*-was
secrarhif at the MÀ.rfJurg."fng,~. prbrured .here- be-fare the race.
GranfcÀ, wider fqrr-1:5 were us-:11‘ in iicmÀany I:-:~m;;I::rr.w:1' in

Sahel}: L".1urft's.'hIeresrmg r-:1 |::.::rn,:|ar"e "PEP"? rairing; r"u!Jber r.:=
mm‘ 0:’ H1-:3: m.~1:‘—T55¿'s. NI:-|‘+:= rhm heavy m-1'.‘-r_w+:1r Dar rmu-"r+_‘:r:f

fgf {_|'j,|g 5,9,5-5;.-_:.;|_ _ jj iii _'

.- - 

'.'.__‘ H -
Dspmsire.-Back L1-*I'If]r'|E1_L',1r_r|'.5|rb|i;»»:.1’}=L11*|'I.-r’Efr‘.'.ETE1'§,rr'urT1. th-eGr_r:'." 1 1 . _ --- -"" III’
ream =:¿:;~m.in-5|?-ad |‘|'-rra Spa event with E1 sup-Err!) display :12‘ _ __.== — P
fclrxrraré-¿r?-:1'r:'L-*:':1§,T i'-|"|'_'i'fI'i' start in ¿rrfsfr. B|:t~J.F1 1"wJ'.&rr1:}'J:'L‘:.:r|':=;r, L-v|‘r:'c.*: :';': T U
rammes‘ H1115-fr Mnnza taiinhs .‘."|'-r-9 m¿-SI‘ mi the ,:;1n'vaz‘:aers, fafiecf " --
tu cunrpiete the course. J.-
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The tcme 5' r H26? "Big: Bertha‘ with its ri'|ZtI.-'-E'|' crirrir rsaintwslrtr
nr:-ting the waridrrs ntaat |;'rrt.s rt-n a pig!‘ This reiirs-.r.s tci

ancliher n.c-kria.rrie the Q i FEED had pissed up since its
dehur. at ie-asi Wi.'.iiHTst.'hsen can see the fI_'tttE' Nate the
-1-"|'i_|'J-f.'i'|'|';l.I'}-' trsrisrrrrssrerr mi‘ t:c.1r.:'|'c-.'-r .i|rtjt| up rh the ter." se-::t."crr.I- i

it Fess. E

E-it

the ladre dimensidn increased by Cl.Etn"|n1 tci give a
largerculzai-:: capacity ersesscc —t:=-ang en the ¿ve-litre
limit fer the Greup 5 machines. In this guise, with a
few ether internal tn-adi¿catlls-ns. the Type '5-'12 unit
delivered E~3Ei|::=h|a at Ei3l:]iJr|;:|n'|, alcang with 435ii:=t't at
td-rc| I.|e '|B'lI!IE|'r|::|rn Id-we r dewn the re‘-.-'-ra nge.

In the race,Elfr:|rcl drepped eut with engine trcr|_||:|le
[as did lane dt the leading Ferrari entries]. the Martini
sister car had a threttle calsle lsreal-t, and twe E:-f the
cither Ferrari entries crashed in the sarne accident.The
Guit team sta ye-el -:al|n,the~ur;|h,anci deiiuered anether
cdnvincing cane-twe: 1.-'ictcrrg,r, which it then d|.||1,r
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The Le Mans winner in setr'erI — a werlts-p-re,par-ee' Hi‘ Fit 1l"| ltrlarlini eelerrrs, -dritren ey Gris van Lennep ene‘ Hetrnrrt
iirlarire. as it happens. the wihhrhg car (chassis 9 I F053} was erre at the tew re have s pretetype rnagrresiunt alley frame

rears 51 res i re 5? H2153 inetrsrrrei.

repeated in the heart reund at Spa in what ene centemperary
magazine said was "a perfect demenstratien.“

The Targa Flerie hacl been ltlnd te Persche en many
eccasiens, but this year was te he what ameunted te a heme
wir1.Eeth Gull aeartes. cern plete with taii¿ns iiite these et their
ceupe sta lalemates,and assigned te specialist pairings ef Silfertr
Ftedrnan and Fiedriguetrhrliiiler, crashed eut en the epening lap,
while the Ma rtini—entered Larreusser'Elferd SIIIJEIEIE was sidelined
by a damaged suspensien.

Suitably strengthened, the Ei11t3,FiI||Ss were relied eut again
fer the I"-lilrlziurgring — twe new cars fer the Gull team. and twe
prepared fer the Martini eut¿t- Aitheugh the frame failed en
the Sifferti'Eell machine, the ether three-litre Spyders ¿lled the
pedium places, clinching the Werld Champienship ter Persche
in the precess.

itiertt eh the agenda was preving that last year’s win at
Le Mans was he Àuite. The SJ‘i?L was breught up—te~date with
impreved aeredyharhics and wider hedywerit iiii-te that ei ’Big
Bertha’! which incerperated rear wheel spats in the design -
three were lauilt. with twe fer Gultand ene geing te the Martini
team. Beth ef these teams alse ran a SI1?lIi each, and Martini
made up its entry with the S‘! T-'.-'10 seen at the test weel-tend. lh
additien, a pritrate 9'1 I-'i-=1, a '31 til, a '§I~i'J?,and a selectien ef SiElE.-Wills
represented the Stuttgart ma lter, net te mentien a swarm efSti is
and the edd st-4. it was te he anether war ef attritien, theugh,

2?-III

and the different types ef special hedies ceunted ier nethlng
ultimately. Pit the end ef 24 heurs it was Gijs tran Lennep and
the geed Dr lrlari-re whe had travelled the furthest in the Martini
'31 ?li.,;the same medel, but in Gulfceleurs, came heme in secend.
Frma singly, ef the I3 ¿nishers, ten were Eiersches.

The Austrian IIEJEI-[lltm at 2eltweg's Gsterreichring saw many
ef the tep entries fall ‘ey the waysid e,including ene el the Martini
cars with an eatperimental ABS system, hut Pedre Fted rig uez and
Hicha rd ‘Eric ltie'.Prttweed. with their SIi?l'-1 baclt in its regular guise
rnin us the ¿r'|s,car'ne th reugh te heat the werlts Alias lay twe laps.
Sadly. the little Mexican died shertly after at the it-ierisring, and
the spert lest ene ef the mest eacitihg driyers it had et-er seen.

The Canadian race was cancelled again, se Watkins Glen
turned eut te he the last reund, ending the seasen twe weeks
early. A series ef punctures deprived the Gulf team ef a sure
yicte-ry,and with ne liilartlni cars there te baclt lt up,.I"tlla Fte-mee
was able te ceme away with the win. The Gulf machines were
interesting, he-wearer, as the frent wheelarches were eattended
te allew wider tyres [semething seen at Eeltweg}, there were
bigger ducts en ene side ef the nese, and the tep edge ef the
rear wings gained seme heavy leuyrmt te help ce-el the rear tyres
—a mecli¿eatien deemed necessary te cernply with the fellewing
dayfs Can-em regulatiens. which required hedyweri-: te create a
full wheel heusing at the laaclt.

A magni¿cent era had cerne te a clese. The tall Werid



Wet-tte SFUHTS Carr Caaranensara
Buenes Prlres ICICICII-trn [ICI ..lar'1uary]

I _l SiFl'e_rl.'.l'EI Hell
It ‘ F‘ Fleclriguetii Elli-ter
3 3 H StemmelentÀ Galli

Persche eitit
Persche '9 I Flt
Alta Hemee T33

Sh aim eestlst in Class
Sh 215m 23si2nd in Class
31 lap dewn

Elaytena ;te—heur Fla ce i3‘| January]
Persche SI I Till -I5-El-El la ps,t'I st in ClassI I F FiedriguerÀ Cllieer

E ; Ft .t."s.t.t"te.tT.hEist"a.eiss
3 - M Deneh uetiil Hehlas

Fs.".st.i.§.i.1?i
Ferrari 51 Eli-'l

tsiT'T.'.t_a=_ .
-I534 la ps

Sebring II!-heur Fla LE [EU Ma rchll

I I '|.r" Elferd,r"'Er Latte-usse Persche SI I TH 1'5-lIlI la ps,|l'I st ln Class

I l H Stemmelentltl Galli
3 de Ada micl1i'H Pesca_r_ele _
-'-'i ' F‘ Hedriguerit Glitter

Pilfa Hemee T33.|'3
Alta Hemee T33r'3
rease sIrta:I

25?laps

t.it'tst
245 la pstlntl in Class

5 . _.| Sll'l'erl.r'EIl Eiell Persche 91 Flt 144 la pstiird in Class

EUR‘: I.ll:ll:||:l ltIITl- I:-'1 Fl.|Jl'll]

I I A de Ada n-|icl1t'H Fescarele
2 I _i icle-ttC Fieg azzeni

.PtltIE| FlcHT|ee T33.|'.3
Ferrari 31 2F‘

ah 2-tim 325
3 la ps dewn

3 5 J 5llI'l‘etl.i'D Hell Persche SIITIC -Er la ps dewntlst in Class
ll] ; El‘ Spt:-etry.iH-D Weigel Persche 'S|Cll3.i'ClIl 15 laps t:leiltrn.I'3rd in Class ll I ~

_i'rIen:ta 1iIIi.i_tIIltm[_2 5 hprii]
l_'l=‘_FleT:lrigE:-.'.iJItZili'rer see'tte its is-at EH}; tea
It I .l Siltertt¿l Bell Persche i-il?tt 3 la ps dewni2nd in Class
3 ' A de AclarnichtH Pescarele Alia Fiernee T3 3!3 a la ps dewn

Spa IIIICICI ltlTl |]St i"-‘I ayll

i _ EFtetlrigue:t.lJ illlhrer
2 = J Sll"l'e|'l.i'[1 Bell

Persche 'i'iI?l'2
Persche 5313112

eh U1 m iItEi's.i1st in Class
eh iii-1 rn 1-IIis.i2nd in Class

3 - A tie Adan'|icht'H Pescareie Alia Fientee T3 3.t'3 4 la ps dewn
-ii I F-I JeeshI'W l'i.au hsen Persche SI I TH S la_ps dewn.i'3rd in Class

S ! C Ballet-Lenat'G Cha sseuil Persche SlCll3.iCil' II laps dewntlnd in Class

Targa Fierie [Id May}
1 l'~i"u'ac|:arella.|'T Hezerrrans Alia Flamed T3 3,t3 ah 35m-ti-as
2 A cle Prclami-|1h,"G '|.l'-Ell‘| Lennep Alta He mee T33.r"3 -Eil"| El¿m SE5

csnnnued

"I"

- I|I"T-'-
‘Fa

at-. s
F*ee‘re Fiedrig-ues. Derek Bell.
Helmet l'ttl'arl-te. Jeclrie Citiiyet;

2 5 llll'-E E|1'l'5'ii’i ttrhe
ter the i'.'.3'F'.-E seasen

Pewereei hy the
aedtiec Type E-It the
enit which derreiepeci
2F5tahp, this was the

last ste,epr‘r:g stene en
reute te the iegahciary

Carrera HS arte' H55‘
rhedets.

Fersehe thtre-::li.reee' the

I

_'_I__§.L-In-simrn-._

Ti’

I31



cehtinue-d._

Weate SPORTS Carr Cease-teasers

welhÀelstepg0Mdc IBEass
El _i Etenniertht httweed Leia T212 Th tilern e5s  é':;M°r¿e

l'-ilirlaurgring IEJCICII-t|'r1 [Flt] May]

35 F BerrutefÀt Mela Fe rsche SICII5 3 laps dew ni'2t'|d in Class A MÀnclu
i.-II
‘H

1 Ii Eilerdr'G Larreusse Persche sesiea Sh Slrn 4t1Ii.i1st in Class
1 F‘ Ftedriguezti Siffert Persche sesres Sh Ssrn 33s.-'.‘tr|d in Class
3 G van Len nep,i'H ltiiarlte I

-i5- H Jeest,i'lr'|i I‘-Tau hsen

_SIGIre_ger.ii3_ Lins _Fersche ‘SITE!

Persche SICIB.i'Cl3

Fe rsche SI I Tli.
-. 3'13??? 3.*"_=‘*’3!'3..l.'.‘ '5_'i'“

ll laps dewntlst in Class

T Iaps_dewntl_st in Class
ae |—| Linle'Ei Elecl-ter r=~.;.'F;as sea I Id laps dew ntilrd in Class

Le l‘-.'Ians 14- heur l-lace -I I 3 Junel

3‘5lT
395
.3-5'5

Fe rsche SI’! Tlt
Persche 'ii1Tl't
Ferrari 512M

I G 1-ran Len nep.TI-I |"i'lEl|'l-te
T Ft httweedi'H I‘:-'1iil=ler

5 F’eseyr'T iltdamewic:-:|LI.i| aps

a|:it'i.|"l st In Class

a|:iar'T rid in Class

Persche EIIZIT"'1-I W‘ Brunt? Mattii sea a|:rst"lst in Class "hit-'

Eeltweg I E.‘I|I."iI2II-tm -[ET Junel

'I F‘ Heel riguettlil i!l.lTweeel Persche 'EiITl'iL

1 hi 'y'accareliatT Heaemans hila Fie mee T3 3i'3 2 iaps dewn
Sh Cl-Iirn 2lSs.I'Ist in Class

Fl Steinmeienihi Galli iltila Fie mee T33t3Ll.iI 2 iaps dewn ‘iii. N

L|'| E Bette mell i.i"F‘ee I-ty' Fe rsche '3 I Cl 3Cl laps dewntl st in Class

ill. Tre rnmer,i'lIl Sessitsch Fe rsc he SIIIIISIII 33 laps dewntlnd in Class

'i'liatIItins Glen [It-ii Juiyl ______ ___ _ _
The wards en the pester say it aii Persche
seered TE‘ perhts te rhta i3'erhee ‘s 5 i; Ferrari can-re

I 1 hIPetersenT.h deiadamith hlta FiemeeT33t3 2T'3laps third en 25 pein ts.
2 I _lSilfert,i'i.S s-an Lennep PerscheSlITFI I23"? lap-s,ilst in Class
3 I El E-elI,|"Ft Ptttweed Persche SIITH I 2¿'3 laps

Ch am pienship weuld ettclude ca rs lilte the Sil T, and,with Persche
reiuslng te ¿eld a is-rand-new three-litre pretetype. the Geli-
Persche agreement alse ended. Fiice Steinemann was anether
casualty, his centract expiring with the end ei the seasen.
whilst Ferdinand Piech stepped aside amid the falleut frem the
cempany‘s internal pelitics te malte way fer the return ef Ernst
Fuhrmann

The ether races
.ie Siffe rt wen the Tellew Pages Tre phy at Thruatten in a '3 IT. and
.lur-gen l'-leuhaus wen the ADAC Slfitlitm race en the same day

232

in Germany. Claude i3ail!et-Lena and Guy Chasseuil teelt their
SlElEii'El.1 te yictery at the three-heur race at Le Mans fellewing the
test weeltend, and -Guy La rreusse wen an etient at Magny Ceu rs a
ceuple ef weel-ts later.The y'ila Heal wasalse claim ed bya Persche
dritter, as was the Paris itlelititrn when [II-erei-t l3eii jeined ferces
with Gijs tran Lenne p.

tn the interserie. the werlts-trullt st? Spyders et Jurgeh
hieuha us [Uschi Hecl-terslaruchl. Lee I-tinnunen [HAW Racing], and
Mich elttieherieesipal-w=ere haclted uphytheel TltseiDemlhleue
Martin [Titre] and Marie Caseni, as well as the '3i]IEt.i-I325 ef Ernst
Iilraus. Hans-Dieter Weigel. and Dtte Step pacher. lllinnunen wen
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enly ene ef the seven interserie reunds with his Persche [that
held in FInlartd].ieut had nurnereus pedium ¿nishes teaiiew hint
te talte the title with ease. Peter Gethin [McLareni was secend.
with Weber's Sll T third. hleuhaus. last year's winner. ended the
seasen in sirtth.

Meanwhile. Persches interest in the Can-iltm series was
revived by the etierts ell ‘v'aseir. Pelalt -- a gentleman whe ¿rst
ca me te the tactety’s netice in the Il3StIs as a race tuner ef
Carrera feurs en the West Ceast ef hmerica. i3y new, he was an
established F’ersche+iitudi dealer. and, en buying the eld SJITPH
built fer _le Siltert, unwittingly set the wheeis in ntetien fera tuliyr
Àedged werlts assault fer the l9'T1 seasen.

Peiait had the e1;i|=-"rt shertened and given a new nese,and
it was then ¿tted with a new 4.9 litre engine in time fer the
epening reund en I3 June at lviespert. Driven by I'r'li|t Minter. it
ran aiengside twe et Teny Ctr:-an's eld SUB Spyders ihandled by
[liiclt Barbeur and Steve Matchett respectively}. but had treuble
in practice which prevented it frem starting the race.

Things im preved at St Jevite. with an eighth-place ¿nish.and.
in the third reunci, Minteris '3lTF'i!t eame geed and rewarded him
with ¿fth.The feurth reund at Watl-tins Crlen fellewed the Werld
Champienship race,.-and breught Siflert's til TH e inte the arena-

Entered ef¿cially by "t-iaselt Pelalt. Siffert's car was basically a
cress between the eeEl.tEl3, with IL-=. cecitpit meved as far ierwa rd
as pessible, and the 91 Ti-=2 with taii¿ns, while the nese was based
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en that ef the Ell TPF. in its ¿nal I959 ferm. En erm eus Geed yea rs
were ¿tted te transrnlt the ¿ve-litre, Àat-l ;t’s pewer te the read.
altheugh Mctarens were ¿rst and secend, the S'I’iTt'l|Ii ¿nished
third in this ¿rst euting. and the factery was already weri-ring en
a plan te end ew the car with mere herses.

Supercharging.that mest elegant term el lerced irrdtrctien.
was investigated, theugh ultimately rejected. Turbecharging
was alse beginning te be intred uced te the racing scene. largely
thanl-rs te the werit er‘ Michael May, and twin-turbes were ieelted
at fer the Hat-I 1, using wastegates te centrel beest pressure.
Hewever,turbe-lag was a serieus prehiem, and, in the meantirne,
the engine remained in nattrrally—aspirated guise with capacity
upped tn 5.4 litres - the physical limit fer the 13!-cylinder engine's
structure.

Silfett was set-end te Jatltle Stewart at Mid-Ctltie. where
Minter came sirtth. The Swiss driver was secend again en the
Fteatl America traclt at Ellthart Lalte. but drepped te ¿fth in a
Mctaren-deminated El-ennybreel-te reund- itt Edmenten, Sifiert
was feurth. Minter ¿fth. Filth was the best Silfert ceuld manage
at Laguna Seca, and he perished in a i3Ftlvl at a Brands Hatch Fl
race befere he had a chance te cempete in the ¿nal race ef the
l:3l‘|-i5tl‘|"| seasen at Ftiverside - it was anether tragic less te the
racing cemmunity. Minter was sit-tth at Riverside. allewing him
te end the seasen in the same pesitien, twe places idehind the
respected Swiss ra cer.
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he Cdmpetitien Department mpyed tci the Weissach
prcnring grcr-und at the end pf 191-'1, but there was np
replacement fer the 91?- Instead, Ernst Fuhrmann, whp
tpcrl-: full cc:-ntrcrl pf the H-Ell] facility in March 1911, sat

dewn te thinlt abe-ut what had ha ppett ed duet the last few racing
seaspns, hcrw much it had all ccl-st. and hcrw much did it bene¿t
the cempany? Fer sure, arnengst enthusiasts the nurnen:-us
yictcrries in the Wtprld Chantpipnship had brpug ht great prestige
ta the Stuttgart ma ite, but Fuhrrnann was net cenvinced that the
dutlay had been wprth the return in terms crl gen etal publicity.

Given the clpse bpncl between ta ce and rcr-ad ca rs during the
35-E era,Fuhrn1ann cpnsidered that the latest breed pf Persche
racers were tpp far rempvecl lrcrm the ptpducticrn cars tp be pf
any real use in marlteting. hipt ipng after his new appcrintrnent, a
whple range pf spprting machines stemmed frpm the 911, and.
crnce again,the Pcrrsehe re-ad and racing cars were uneguivcrcally
linl-ted. In the meantime, Fuhrmann simply centinued with the
{Ian-rtin pragrarnrne that was alrea dyappretred and p-regressing
well,put mere elfprt intcr the I.'3Tand rally ca rs,and sup pcrtted the
Persche teams running in the inte rserie events.

The Wcrrid Champienship
Fpr 191-"1. bcrth Spcrrts and Prcrtptype cars were limited tp a
three-litre capacity and a mastimum pf 1 2 cylinders in Flrit eyents.
The did Greup 5 and Greup d merged, meaning it was np lpnger
necessary tci build 25 units — all wpuld qualify as newly-de¿ned
Greup 5 5-pdrts -Cars. Hewever, Persche was t‘rc:-t interested. It
had inyested a lprtune in time and mpney tcr deyelcrp the 91?,
and had rnere te ldse than gain by creating a new three~iitre
challenger. it wcrulcl ge crut crn a high npte, leatring in its wal-te
streng memeries at Fierst: he deminatien.

-Elf ccrurse, befere the 91 T-' came aleng, Pprsche had built the
9913 frat the three-litre f|:1m'|ula,ancl this. alpng with pldet racers,
was allewed tcr scpre peints in the series. in Buencrs Airias, the
yellcrw 9I.IIEr'i]3 pf Juan Fernandez and Jcrrge de Elagratipn came
a valiant sit-tth behind the we-tits Ferraris and Alias, which were
ideally suited tcr the new champicrn ship fermat.

It was the E-rurnes 9115 that did the hest jab at Eiaytcrna,
ccrming seventh, as the Spanish 9~IIIE,i'El'3 that had dpne well in
Argentina failed ta ¿nish,as did Terry Dea n’s bea utifully-¿nished
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[Jr Ems! Fuhrmann
played an imp crrtant
reiu in PM-sr;nu'e eariy
deveieprnertt. and.
an returning in the
udrttparry alter a tenure
with the Geetze pisten-
n'r1_r_:,r trdriuertt, was
duty named the new
IZ‘i'.I.stl"rTt.sn ru‘ the Persche
car business in i9?."-3'. tiis
head ufengrneering, tee.
the respdnsihi'iiry tut any
raping pru-gramme aisu
Felt‘ id hirn.

H

blue 9EiEu'Ei1. The Eirumcrs 9115 [handled by Peter Gregg and
Hurley Haywdddi was than ¿fth at Sebring. twe places higher
than the tiaselt Fplalt-entered 919 drlyen by Milt Minter and
Fiarnan Peehmann, and Id hetter than a sue listed against the
Carpusel F'crtsche+.i'tudi dealership.

Pit Brands Hatch, Clttp Stuppacher and liiurt Hieder tpplt
their Eicrsch 9tIrEi'i'J2 tcr ninth, haying had a gcrcrd battle with the
Jpest 9IZiBi'£IE'-. in fact, the lpest car {chassis 9'iIJEi.'[i3.i3IIIIEl]. drhten
by Fteinhcrld J‘-crest and Gerhard Schuler, was in acticrn again in
Mcrnza, beating pne crl the wprl-is Ferraris tcr tal-te an amazing
secend place, just feur iaps dawn en the ether Ferrari 312F'Ei.
F-.t the same time. the 99? crf Peter Mrattli and Hetye Bayard was
l¢rr.lt1;l‘r.

Ft Hremer 91 15 was the best Pcrtsche Ftnishet at Spa,and it
was 911 drivers that upheid tfrerrnan pride en the Targa and in
the AEJAE 1t}EItIilu'n ra ce,tc:rc:r..-I-.t Le i'v1a ns, histcrry will sh crwa uictcrry
Fpr the l'v'latra-Simcas. but third place vvas actually claimed by an
crld 9EiEL that crnce belpnged tp Jcr 5il"Fert. Ftaced by ¿einhcrld



We FtL|‘J- Cusmaiausuta
Euencrs Aires 1[IlIlIIll-tr‘r'r [9 January]

1 l Ft li'e-tetscrn|i'T 5-che niten Ferrari 3‘l2F': 5_h e¿rn 5Eiis

2 E Fiega tar:-nii'Ei He-tlmarr Ferrati 312? frh -11-Eim E135
3 5 C Facettii'G Ftlltretti Ftlfa lttr-mea T3313 6 la ps dewn

Etayttz-na 114-lit:-trr Fia ce I131 Jartuary}
1 M PrndtettiÀ lcl-pt I Ferrati 312F" 194 laps

2 lHF'eterscrni'T 5-chenl-ten l Ferrari 31213 191 laps

3 ‘ti El¿n rd!H Prlarlte |_F.iFa Fitrmea 331'I'3 1_9D la ps

5-ebring 12-heur Fiace [25 Marchi

1 r l'ril ÀindtettiÀ lcl-at Ferrati 3'i2F" 259 laps

25?laps
233laps

2 iltF'eterseniT Schenlsen Ferrati 312?
3 l H ‘via ccarellar'T Hetema ns Ftlfa Ha-mea 331T3r

21 M Hesenil Schaub Persche 9115 1T-'2 la psJ'3rd in Class

ECl.l'3i'E 1'El{lI'.Il itrn i1-Er Apr l l]

r int snelietturrarat
3 il3F'etersr:r11i'l'5cl1en|-ten
3 ; P F-1evisenr'1=t Sta-mrnelen

i Ferrari 312F' sh ssm ate
Ferrati 312P 1 lap dewn
atta Ftemea 331T3 2 la ps dewn

l'r"rcr-rr.ta 1ClElEl itm [2 5 r5r;|:rri l]

1 IE FtegazzpniÀ lcl-pt _Ferrati 31213 frh film 135-s

2 H .ii:rest.i'G Schuler Persche 9-EIMJ3 41a ps dawnil nd in Ga ss
_ 'a'att.$..ti ¿elteni-ten Ferrari 31EP 9 la ps dawn

-at P iiiiattiiii-I Bayard Persche 99? 21 la ps dawn!1st in Class

Spa 1'i]{l{|itrniI"i'r11ayI|

1 i I3 Hedmaniit Menrarta
2 E Regatta-nir'.I lcl-at
s E J Hinei'_I Bridges

| Ferrati312P an trim 195
| Ferrari 3121? 1 lap dewn
| Chewen B21 15 la ps dewn

Ta rga Fierie [21 Fnaylr

' l it .'“a'.=.=="ai_5 "-‘"+"at'
2 i H i'rilarltt:rl'l"l Galli

| Ferrati313P' _ an atm -tea
I aria Fttrmetr sat-rs an tam 9.55

3 ! H de Ftdamichr'T Hetemans Mia Hemetr 331T3 an :1-E-m 22s

can tinned ave:
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'r-:--'-'1-.efaZea '
Marti Dannhue. Geerge Fniinter.

-1.-1

.l't::-est. Michei Weider. and Maria Easeni. the teas car
was crniy 19 laps dcrwn crn the big-budget i'v15Er?IZl-
that wdn.

There was np gpcrd news fpr Pctrsche fans ircrm
Eeltweg, but Watl-tins Gien threw up a fpurth fdr the
9[JEt,it12 ef Tpny Dean and Eicrbby i3r-ewn, and a ¿fth
fcrr Heinhcrld Jpest and Marie Eascrni. Pit the end pi‘
the year, having wen every reund at-icept Le Mans.
Ferrati naturally tpplt the champienship, amassing
raa paints; Alia carne secend en as. and Persche
¿nished third crn T.'t,well ahead pfse ricrus ccrnte nders
liite i_e1a,Chevrdn, iviirage. and Matra- Persche easily
wall-ted away with the GT trephy.

Perhaps cl-ne pf the mp-st interesting Fprsche
entries pi the year was that in the name crt‘ E Strahle
It-TG at Eeltweg, lcrr this 9115. driyen by Gunther
Steci-titcrnig, was ¿tted with an experimental 1.? litre
en gine,and was ultimately cine pi‘ the Carrera HSIHSH
series cars that made their ef¿cial debut at the 1sn'2
Paris Salcrn.

The interserie seasen
Fidget Pensi-.e had driven a Persche in his ra cing days.
but was ncrw better-ltnpwn as a Team Manager. He
was the Jd-hn Wyer pfthe 5tates.able tp attract gppd
dritrers thanl-tstc:-a prcrven tra cl-t reccrrd - the Tra ns-Am
Champienship had been dc:-minated by the Pensl-te
put¿t, feu instance. Pensite was alsp a F*crrsche+i-'tudi
dealer with e:-tcellent cpnta cts at the US head crf¿ce.
s-:;1 was the ideai chcrlce ter frent the i91"2 and 1tfr?_=|
Can-Am campaigns fcrr the wcrri-ts.

I3?



centinued ._

Wbrttb Cna|vrr=rbrrsH|r=
l'-iurburgting 1ClCICIFtm [IE1 May]

1 ; F'eter_sb-rr.r"T Schenlten Ferrari 3-1lI'F' Erh_Cl'l rn =1-lII's

I El Hedma nth Merza rie Ferrari 3T2F Eh Clem 1iIls
3 ; Ft cle t"u:lam1cl'ti'H I‘-lrarl-tci Ptlfa Hcrmecr 33TI'3 1 lap dewn

Le Mans 2-'11-htltul’ Race iii June:
1 G HillJ'H F'es-rsarcrlcr Ma tra-Simca llrl5I5Tr"III 3-13 laps

1 F Eeyert,I'H Ganley lr.r'iatra-5in'r.ca M5I5?Cl

El H Jnestillrl We laeriltrl. Casnni Persche 9tIIEIL
333laps

324 lap-si'3rd in Class
1 a E vv Btu are l'r'rattl1r'1-l._Elaya rd Persche sat 251 lapshtnd in Class

Eel tweg 1II.'III."iI'ltm -1.‘-I5 .Iun ell

1 i J Iclut.iEi Fledman -lh 5i3rn ads
2 H l'r'Iar|-u:u'C Pa ce
3 H Petersen.r"I' Schenlten

Ferrari 3-12F
Ferrari 3121?’ 1 lap clcrwn
Ferrari 31J.lF' 4 labs dewn

W-a tl-tins Glen -[22 Julylr

1 l i5r.n-dret‘ti.iJ_icl-at _ Ferrari El-13F

ll I3 F'etersnn.i'T Echenlten Ferrari 3'i2F
a b eeiuc Pace Mirage ivia

195laps

195lap5

iÀliaps

Persche essentially used the nine rbunds in the interserie
races tcr test its new Can-Am machine in a harsh enyirenment.
Cine ceuld see the distinct similarities td the 19T1 ca r. but with
a smcrcather nese and the adpptipn bi a huge rear wing, added
pn Merit Dpnbhueh re-r:|uest — the man whe weuld be the ltey
¿gure in deyelcrplng the Can-Am car with Persches pr-eject chief,
Helm ut Flegl. Indeed. Flegl feund Dcrncr-hue, F'ensl-tes star driyer,
tci be Itnrnenseiy talented- He werlted with Flegl In Germany ta
help imprcnre the yehicle befere the seasen started, and then
used a ¿ve-litre testcarI91i'-1-u-utJ3iIn hm-erica ta ¿nalize it.

In the end, altheugh the ettitb designatien was retained,
the 19T2 car had a new fra me with a fractibn lcrnget wheelbase.
retrised bcrdy, a medl¿ed frcrnt suspensien, uprated bralr.es,and
availability cl-la 5.4 litre engine. made ppssible by tal-ting the bpre
but tcr its safe ma:-timurn cri 9Elmm [mest cri the 'custbmer’cars
retained the ¿ve-litre lump. hcrweyer]. Led ltinnunen had the
hbndurerfta ldng deliyetyefthe¿rst'custe-rner'5.-llitre9lTi'i'1tJ,but
it wasn't pn scrng at the I"-irljrrburg ring sea spn ppener. Indeed. the
Finnish driver was beaten by Willi I-ta uhsen.whc- ¿nished secend

235

The .E‘Ei5'.F'c:t'..' Carrera F-i5 {left}, wbic:h bctuid be
beught in Ebert at T:.'-un'ng guise. was tu term

the basis far F'brsc;he"s new rabirrg bar. the
E‘-H¿dbc Ciarrera 135H‘. intreduced at the F-‘aris

.5.eibrr ti-t Clbibber THFE, the high pewered .9 I T
ttaniant made a rnassive irnpa ct bn the iEI?5

racing see-"ier.

in Jp 5ii‘i‘ert's eld bar. ceming hbme just behind the werlts EFTM bf
Hcrwden GanIey.Jurgen 1'-ieuha us was ¿fth In a 91 1' 5|:-yder.

Iitauhsen wbn the netct reund at lmcrla. Ernst itraus was third
In a 91? Epyder, and Fieinhpld Jcrest ¿nished si:-tth in his 9El:E.ÀJ3.
Hav'ing ertperienced engine treuble in Italy. itinnunen wen at
Siiverstene. beating Willie Greens Ferrari 512lti.t3anley ta-alt his
secend win cri the seasen in the Austrian reund, but, frpm then
en. it was itinnunen all the way: he w-an the ¿nal ¿ve races with
a turbcrcharged lump in the tail bi his car, with ltauhsen secend
in fbur cri‘ them {J t:-est was secend alter twp heats in the secend
I"-lilrburgring yisit cri the series]. 1'-icrt surprisingly, this handed
ltinnunen the interserie title. while l'T.auhsen's ccrnsistency was
reward ed by receipt pf the runner-up prize.

The Can-Am Challenge
With the npnnally-aspirated 91?.i'1CI put and abput prt the race
tracl-ts bf Eur-ape. previding an early warning bi any chassis
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r'_-ee i-trinnuneh ha-tIr' the first .5--ti titre
9 i Ft i-it ayartabte eutside the werlts.
and is seen here charging tb uibtent

at H-:;1c:irenheirn- The reptba ’C‘an-.tLrn'
bedy panels were tirst used at Eettweg.

e weeit befere this prbture was talten.
Cit the nrhe interserie rbuh ds. ttr'n.nunen

wen sit crt th-erri, the ieter reees using
the -95[Ibhp. ¢l.5 titre turbechargeci

ti'at- IE seen tin the seer:-nct shet-
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rirtertt {Jens-hues Gen-Am ear stnpped bt its water-thin
r'_1-ectynterit- The .9‘? Fr“ 1' [J Turbe was preti y much e rrrclctecrt
rl'1i't5'1']Ci'l"E.|iEiftt]Ir"r' er‘ the pre-war Aute Unibn Grand Pris machine.
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prebiems tar the factery Ca n-.i-'~.m etfa-rt. wcrrit centinued behind
clesed deers crn giying the car mcrre ppwer.Thrcrugh a trial and
erre-r prcrcess. Hans Mertger and 'r.i'alentin Schaeffer gradually
re¿ned the fcrrced inducticrn syste m,ccr-ncentrating efferts en the
prptren 4.5 litre engine. With the cempressien ratie reduced te
Er.5:1, the fuel-Injected, twin-turbcr unit new delivered a healthy
esahhp.

Further ttredi¿eatiens enabled the Pcrrsche men tci try the
turbcr-charged set-up pn a ¿ye-litre trersipn crf the Type 912
unit. and with a reliable euttbhp. this was decia red the ultimate
Can—h.m engine. Linl-ted tcr an uprated fpur-speed transmissicrn,
everything was ready Just in time ter the seasen epener at
l'v'|psp-crrt crn 1 1 June - mechanically, at least. Ely the time the car
made its debut. the eil cd-bier ducting in the nese was different.
with a mcrre dramatic wing shape crn each side pf it.This new
frent-end was duly made atraila ble fer “cu stpmer' 91?r'1lI1s. but a
fairing was aiscr built In behind the driver tp smcr-nth airÀcrw cnrer
the rear pf the vehicle en the Penslte machines.

It was nbyinus right frem the start that. at last. Iv'lcLaren
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A ceuple er‘ shets bt Geerge Feitrnet en hrs way tb annnrng the t.9?.E' Gan-Arn series. Eetbre Penslte and Persche jbtned
ibrbes. -'vr't.i_aren had deminated‘ the teid Aiete the rear tarnrrg used en the tare Pbrsche+Au-di Can-Arn ears. but Iett eh’ the

btrstemer 9 I Fr’ ttiis.

An trrteresttrrg shet frem Hrvnratde in Glbtbber it-i'P'.£
shewing Ernst Fuhrmann ttefti ettpiaining sern ethtng tn tviartt

Eierrehtva teentrcy an-d Finger F‘-:3-n site
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had seme serieus cempetitien. Denny HuIme's new MED wen
in Mespert. but enly after Eicrnehue had treuble with the
turbecharging mechanism — the Lelvi Persche+Au di car ¿nish ed
secend, with Milt Minter feurth in a regular 91 I-'t1Ci. and Peter
Gregg clese behind in anether at the new Persc hes.

Denehue was badly injured in testing, and it was the
experienced Geerge Fellm er whe teelt ever the het seat.winning
¿rst time eut at Fieacl Atlanta. Minter was third and Gregg ¿fth,
maintaining the pressure en the l'v'lcLaren and Lela runners.
There were turbe and tyre preble ms at Watltins Glen, but things
ca me geed at Mid-Cihie with Fellmer leading frem start te ¿nish.
Minter ¿nished third in the ttaselt Pelai-t bar, while Teny Dean
¿nished 14th in his well-used 9CiEitCI1 5pyder.

Fellmer wan again In Eiithart Latte. with Gregg third and
Minter [new with turbe pewe ri seven th.The re were ru mpurs ef
Erenehue returning ter iliennybre Ite.and these turned but te be
true. Twe cars were run, but it was net a lcind event fer Pe nsl-te's
men: [Ilene-hue crashed after suffering a puncture. and Fellmer
ran eut ef fuel, delaying his pregress semewhat. At least Minter
¿nished a streng secend in his nermally—aspirated machine.

Denehue wen at Edmenten, with Fellmer third, and the
Penslte cars claimed an easy ene-twe at Laguna 5eca. Milt Minter
came feurth In that race, fellewed heme by 5am Pesey In the
eriginal 91TPA. which, by new, had been rebedied and given a
turbe-charged engine- Ancrther eld car was alse in Caliternia that
day — 911-'.1tII.CICr1 — which had new passed te Willi I-tauhsen after
his eriginal lei‘: ride was destreyed in an accident. Sadly. It did
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he 91 1 [eriginally Type 91111] had ¿rst been intred uced at
the 19153 Franltfurt 5hew. altheugh it weuld be anether
year befere the vehicle went en general sale, pewered
by a twe-litre Àateis. it wen many races and rallies in

that term [including prestigieus events III-te the Teur cle France
Autemebile, the Marathen de la Heute, and the Mente Earle
Fiailirl. with the 91 tit the ultimate develepment befere the read
car range received a larger, 2.2 litre engine fer the 192G seasen.
Lightweight 'FtaiIye’ machines were duly built. and lerrned the
basis fer a small batch ef 2.4 litre racers that ultimately became
the 2.5 litre 9115 after the engines en the read machines were
enlarged ence again.Then,at the end ef1922,Perscheintreduced
an impreved race-bred 911 built in large eneugh numbers te
hemelegate the car in Greup 4 - the 2.2 litre Carrera Fl5 was bern,
with an even mcrre sperting versien, the 2.13 litre H5 Fi, marlreted
fer serieus racing drivers and their tea rns.

The RSR
The werl-t ef Helmuth Elett and hlerbert 5inger. the Fil5Fi was
develeped aiengside the F15. se a pretetype was available ier
FiA inspectien at the end ef 192'2.The M491 [P.5F1]r medi¿catiens
included a new engine. uprated bra ltes and suspensien. an even
rnere basic interier than that ef the Fi5 5pert iincerperating
a rellcageil. and a number ef bedywerlt revisiens. mainly te
impreve ceeling and allew the ewner te tai-te advantage ef the
wider wheel and tyre cem binatiens available.

The eriginal Ft5Ft engine retained the Fe.-t mm stre!-te at the
F-I5, but a bigger 92mm bere was adepted. thus giving a cubic
ca pa city er aaeaae Again.the cylinder beres were Niitasii ceated.
but there was a let ef detail we rlt en the cranl-rshaftand cen-red s,
and new plstens were adepted te ta I-te the cempressien ratie up
te 1tl-3:1. Mechanical fuel-injectien centinued te be empleyed,
altheugh hcrtter cams and twin ignitien were adepted.and the
heads were medl¿ed, featuring larger perts and much bigger
valves. In this guise. with a free—Àew erthaust system. the sitc-
cylinder unit [Type 91 1,-'22] develeped 2-iliiibhp at BtZri'JEirpm, and
212lbft ef terc| ue at G3t1Eirp m.

The transrnissien was carried ever frern the FL5. altheugh,
naturally, being a racing ca r.a number ef gear sets and ¿nal-d rive
raties we re listed te suit the varleus trac lts.With an uprated clutch

3

"Ir, "l .

Peter Gregg.

Hurley Haywnbd.
attached te a lightened llywheel.and a limited-slip differential. it
was a pure cempetitien ca r.

Drilled and ventilated disc braltes were talten frem the 912.
cem plete with hefty feur-pet calipers and a facility fer the driver
te adjust bral-te balance. The suspensien was stiffened up and
given greater stcep-e ier adjustment. while the Fuchs wheels - su
at 15 at the frent, 11.1 :c15 at the rear — were shed with suitable
racing rubber {usually aaatstra and Eeereub Duniepsi.

The mest ebvieus change te the bedyshell was the
adeptien efrnasslve wh eeiarch erttensicr ns ta accern rnedate the
aferementiened alleys and wider tyres.There was an eil ceeler
in the centre ef the deeper airdam [plus an additicrnal ene fer
the gearbert, behind the hern grille in the effside frent wing,
where the secendary eil ceeler usually sat en the 91 15 and H5].
with rubber clips abeve It te held dewn the lid fer the luggage
cempartment. which heused the larger, ‘lit! litre [24.2 Imperial
gaiieni tuet ta nit [a 12G iItre.i2ti-.4 gaiien safety tanic was available
as an eptien].

The interier was stripped eut. and left with bucltet seats.
full harnesses and the abselute minimum ef trim- A ltey interier
change was adeptien at a ltttititlrpm tachemeter. with the red-
line marlted at Ei2CrEl,and a built-in ¿re er-ttinguisher.

‘With the standard hemelcrga ted car havinga 2.1'litrecapacity.
it was pessible te ge up tethree-litres via a bere increa seand stay
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Waste Curwrriertisnie erg. _ - .- "- —-l
Targa Fierie [13 May}

l. l‘l.lFlIll'.'if'[5'.‘i*.l‘.':‘lP‘?‘{P
2 5 Mu na ritt-C And nret
3 L II1innunerrtC Haldi

l’515595 .5*'[f'.'.*.Fl§ll.
Lancia 5trates
Persche Carrera B513

eh 54rn 2tIlst1st in Class
2h 99m_31s
2h 12m ri3st3rd in Class

1'-inrburgring lbtlltlitm [22 May}
1 J lc.l-t:r.tE- Heclrnan Ferrari 312F' 5l'i 3Errn 535

2 - A 'r"ss='_etF.Ea5r _Ferrari 312F' 5h 3r'Errn 5-tls

Hil .I Butte nt.i Bridges Chevren B23 4 laps dewn
C Hald1tB Cheneviere-Fl Persche 999293

J

.rl"ta‘?“tch.1.-r”‘T -

'3 I995 'il'1"-'*"'I"'3"'1l I" CIA“ ititttii itauhsen had a geed start te

Le Ma ns 24-he ur Fiace [19 .lu nel

1 H PescareletG Larreusse
2 A Mer'rarietC Pace
3 -.I—P Jalae-ullletl-:12-Jlzrussaud

Matra-5imca M55295

.."si.'.i1i.‘_-‘E!E"l
Matra-5imca M5529

355Iaps

s:"_t.'re
331Iaps

the tnterserte seasen. warning the
ttmt hva races- This picture shews
hiauhsen at the httirburgring an the

ctay he wen the ADAG Btittjlttrn event.

Eeltweg i1IlCICIlr.n‘r [24 .lu nel

l.. .P_‘f.f:"Ef'“ l_°_'l¿ Ir“ "?_“55E
2 .l-F Be|teiseti= Cevert
3 J lcie:tB Hedman

Matra-5imca M55295
Ferrari 312P

tistta-ti!n=r_ir1astiI!'i. ¿ll? .f"i5".'T'.i".’.~"'E
-rlih 49m -4-is
1 lap dewn

Watltins Glen [21 .lulyi

'l H F"escarele.tG La rre usse litlatra-5imca M55295 199 laps

2 J lcle:t13 Heclman Ferrari 312P 192 laps
3 A MerIarietGPace Ferrari 31212

 

195 laps

Betew, Ieit: Ernst ttraus was ene
at the tew interserie runners ta
use a narrnativ-as,bt'ated 9t 2.99.
as mest at his teiibw carnpetiters
eptect iar turbe pewer: He sttit
iinisheci the seasen in taurih,
naweveti

Eeibw: Gearg Lees in a
turbabhargect 9 i‘ 2219 at the

Ntitburgrihg-



a‘

""l"'l'
—'—- r

'1 - r-

.-4s the pester says,
Lee itinnunen retained
his interserie are-vvrr.
it atse shews hew alt
the tbb pesitiens were
darnina ted by Persche
drivers at the end bt
the seasen.

'À*'rrIIII-5'

Geerg Lees meved
ever frem Iv'icLare ns te
a new turbecharged
912t'19fer1923.and
Willi Itauhsen had
his meunt updated.
Ernst Itraus had a

nermally-aspirated
912219, and Fleinheid Jeest was

always geing te be a threat in his 9CIBt93. 1'-iauhsen
wen this ¿rst meeting, but there was still a ieng way te ge,and
ltinnunen leel-ted anything but ready te give up his title.

At reund twe at lmela. the ¿nishing erder was itauhsen.
ltinnunen, Lees in the turbecharged 912t‘i9s, ltraus feurth,and
Jeest ¿fth in his eld ans. Fellmer had treuble again. and wasn't
present fer the nest race in 5ilverstene, where the pedium
members were the same. enly with ¿rst and secend places
reversed.

Persches ¿lled the tep sis spets at the 1'-ierisring. with
ltinnunen scering his sece nd victery ef the yea r.ti'ic Elferd put in
an appearance at Hcrcltenheim, theug h. and wallted eff with the
silverware that day, but Geerg Lees was secend te I-teep him in
cententien fer the titIe,.as he'd been ¿nishing well all seasen.

245

. . . Ilet: Elferd an hrs way te vi-st-ery at Heel-t-rhhe.vn. |

i 21.1?

-II-.rr|

“I. ____
_--Z31-

Ttie 1922 Carr-Ant werlts ears were aetct eff tn Eebby Ftlrrsier
in tirne ter the i929 seas-an. Gar number t-5 tseen herei was

h.anr.1'.i:-te' by Geerge Ferlirn-er, and its sister |'rrr.rmber .253} was
pileted by Charlie iternb. The Ia tter wen at tviespbrt. white

Fe-timer teelt the ting at Head Attanta-

At iviisane. the engine let gcr in the Lees car. and. with
Itinnunen ¿rst and itauhsen feurth,that was the end ef the Gele
Fiacing Team's hepes. ltinnunen then dreve a superb race In
the ¿nal reund te retain his title. I-tauhsen ¿nished the seasen
in secend place. thanlrs te his twe wins in maier events. while
Geerg Lees was third, ciesely fellewed by Ernst I-tra us.

Can-Am update
I!"-let satis¿ed with a victery in mest ef the races in 1922, fer the
1923 seasen. the Persche fa ctery ence again revised the Can-Am
machine fer the Penslte team in a bid te try and win every reund.
This new car was I-tn-awn as the 912t39. pewered by a 5.-r litre
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smeethlyddwn the sides,and a ldnger tail that new ¿lled the area
underneath the huge wing strui:tdre.Finis hed in a deep I:-[ue hue
te suit Sune-ce, Penslte's main sp-bnser fer ’i*'£lI?3, and with subtle
chassis re¿nements applied, the new ear was ready td rdll.

Heb by Ftin:-:ler new had the twe eld Penslte ears, with Geerge
Fellmer and Cha rlie Hemp at the centre-Is. In fact, these were the
treltieles te be in at the start ef the seasen. I-ternp wen the ¿rst
reund at Mdspgrt Parlt. while Hans Wiedmer was secend in an
es:-Pelalt 91 H111- Eienehue had a ceming tegether with anether
ear,drdpping him ddwn td seye nth.Ftt the secend reund at Head
Atlanta, it was Fellme-r's tl.|rl"| t-::- piclt up the trephy,wlth Den I:-hue
se-::dnd,s|1:rwed by a dd-d gy fuel ¿ller.

Frem then en, eyerything went DdndhLle's way, the Penslte
driver winning the ¿nal sir: races straight. Challenges were
meunted by Ft:-Ilmer, Jddy Sehecltter I[in 'y'asel-t Pdlalds new
turbecharged 'IlI’lT-',|'1tIl]|, Dayld Heibbs {l'-l'lcLaren]|, la-:l-tie Clliyer

I _.|:

-I-L

IE1

Tl:

"F'--IIJ _,,.,_|,||e'l.I.l|,||-ii'-.'i-- '

|[5hadewI|. and Hurley l-iaywedd {anether Persche man, with
the Brun-res eduipei. but it was a hep-eless cause. ln the end,
Den dhue scared l 3'51 peints tci F-:+||mer’s -E-2; Haywded and ltemp
¿nished in the n-id-etls with Bela hlagei {whe campaigned the
e:-t-_la-tltie Stewart Lela}, and Ech eel-tter get 3'51. The Penslte team
was untd-uehable.

There was ene ether interesting statistic te ceme eut ef the
IEII-'3 seasen: never befere had any driver managed te ¿nish in
every ra-::e,but Marlt Eienehue brelte the curse.This was nearlyas
gldwing a testament td the Persch e-Pens lte team as the number
ef yicterles it claimed during the yea r.l!tlse,ieng befere Christmas,
news reperts were netting that Persche had already built a Greup
5 all I rs CE!" enn rs-[dying the turlse techneiegy re¿ned in the
States.The future lg-eil-ted brig ht, eyen if Can-F-.m's destiny was in
duestien
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'i"i-.-e ieite meciei year Camera H5 :3.-'3 in .'I.iitii ¿e, Eiiitjl Greup
5' react ear guise leeitetf eernpleteiy c;|'i'fi’ererlt te tfie Greup -ii
Ft5Fi. Even the rear speiier had ts be sherter tti satiety Ti.it»*

peep-|'e. but twe were sutsplied, effewihg eueterriers le ¿t the
iertger trersien. iuiein eries at the -tIIt'i35|'iIFie"l Eit F

pred uctien cranltsh aft was used. altheugh ertetic materials were
etn pleyed fer the valvesand cen nectlng reds.a nd there were twe
plugs p-er cylinder. With Eiesch fuel-injectien, a single. exhaust-
driven Eherspacheriititit turi:=-c.-charger,and a 5.51:1 cempressien
ra tie, by the end ef the iiii?-1 seasen, the Type 91 l.t?5 unit was
giving the best part ef Silltfibhp and 435lbft efterc|ue,prempting
an uprated transmissien te be ¿tted. Eieest ceuld be raised er
lewe red accerding te race cenditien s. as it was adjustable frem
the driving seat. Turbe-lag was still a serieus preblem, etien
theugh Persc he had engineered eut a let ef it by the sta ndards
ef the day.

Ta lting advantage ef the Greup 5 re~gulatiens,the bedywerlt
was highly medl¿ed. with ¿breglass panels giving a higher tail
pre¿le, eutrag ee us wing bulges, and equally CITT frent and rear
spcriiers. in additien, the fuel tanit was ultimately meved te a
pesitien inside the cecltpit,cleser te the car"s centre ef gravity.

The tersien bar suspensien was drepped fer ene
incerperating adjustable titanium ceil springs. These were
meunted en a newalley rear crcrss—structure at the baclt with the
trailing arms fabricated in bet-t—sectien aluminium-The geemetry
was changed te give better anti—sc:|uat. anti-dive characteristics.
and te try and iteep the massive tyres In centact with the read.
Ely all acceunls. the handling was quite user-friendly.

The vehicle weighed in at Just ?5iZilti_;| tte¿ulbl at the start
ef the seasen, altheugh, after an air-te—air interceeler was
eventually added as part et the standard speci¿catien, plus a
few ether medi¿catiens, weight was up te Eliiiltg tiEHIl5lb]|, etrer
twci-thirds efwhich was distributed ever the rear wheels.

l‘El?4 review
The eilsheclt puta realdantper en the racing sce ne,with Eiaytena
and Head Atlanta cancelled,as well as Buenes hires later in the
year. There were still ten Werld -Eliamplenship reunds, theugh,
due te the erttend ed calendar intreduced fer i'Ei'?-ll, with several
new venues [including Head htlantal included tci rnalte up fer
the lacl-t ef classic races lilte the Ta rga Flerie.

The Carreras were eut in ferce at Mensa, the Martini-
spensered i'r'it1lleri"ti'an Lennep car leading them heme in ¿fth
pla ce.Fieinheld Jc:-estand lt-larieflaseni came seventhtinteresting
te nete was that twe *3t}Bi't.'i3s were entered by Jeest Racing,
which weuld beceme a ferce te be recl-tened with ene day.

At Spa, while the Jeest cars failed te turn up, and the
Escuderia Tibibade '5l1iIIiEiii'iIl'3 failed te ¿nish, at least the Martini
pairing came third in the turbecharged Ft5Fi- In respense te the
fuel shertage, the classic HDAE ltililillltm race was shertened te
1'5-tiitrrt fer ts:-'4- In any case, the Jeest car was eff sang. and the
turb-e Persches were eutgunnecl by the specialist Mattas and
Alias. ht least a .ie-est atiaitie carne eighth at irnela. fellewing a
train ef three REF-is - the werlts Persches had retired, ale ng wi1:h
the secend .ie-est ca r.

I53



The Carrera F'5Ft St ti was a ciistern er racer she‘ net
ii-see‘ by the weri-ts Ht,I'i.~'i."|5"l.-’i'._E'J" it was a st=rieiis' cempetitien

iiiaehine Eta tiiese pictures sh swing the in ediiiect .ti-sci".
stripped-etit inieher tmtieh tit-te that pf the previeus HER‘ with
Hie-sare euettet seatsi Type Qt it?5 engine. and cress-erittect

braltes l_'lfE‘it'ii|l_',~' iittistrate White the tuei tahtt same straight
trent ttie ceiiteiripeiary preduetiuii ear weight was tistect at

iust Eitliuttg tt Ei-'EtiIiti';-it

 -.

Herbert lliltiller and Gijs van Len nep teelt a fantastic secend
place at Le Mans, enly siit laps dewn en the winning 'v"l 2 Ma tra-
‘Simca. despite lesing ¿fth gearen the Sunday me rning.Ft '5‘EiBi'iII2
¿nished in 1'?-ith, but etherwise it was nermally-aspirated Fi5Fts
that deminated the miner standings in the 24-heur classic after
the ether sear. and a til El fell by the wayside.

in Austria, beth Jeest ca rs failed te ¿nis h, a ltheug h the M ti I ler.t
‘ttan Len nep tearn wassiitth,a nd thensecendagainatwatitlns Glen,
fellewed he me by Tra ns-Ftm Class winners,t.3regg and Hayweecl,
in the Brun*-es F'cir-.sche;ancither feur Elli medels ¿nished in the
tep ten, while the EiiIiE.t-III}! ef Dennis ihase and Sceeter Patriclc
was sidelined with a brcilten gear linltage. lncidentally,Carreras
deminated the 1*_7iI-'-'-‘i-Trans-t!I.n*i Champienship, with Peter Gregg
successfully defending his crewn. _

ceritin ucd page .E'5til



‘i

I'-

-ii. i. -"'
:|'!.|'l' I

_q'-E ' -
-.- -+

- - 1 .1 ." .- - -"."~..-I
 : __ -iii.

1‘ I .1 ,1 flitat-
JI \-

at
_7|._'r

1-—

_ _

___ ¿

The ..'El'C|'Bi"l'.'I3' efFtetnl'ietct
-.lu-est and ilitartti Eiastint
at the Hing. it ¿nished the
day in ttith place. ¿ve taps

_ 1- _

- |

-I-r

‘Li-

fr-It~__
"'À'-

denin en the winning Metre.

t€

illii -I

I
TI‘-‘Ir

71m;

'l
1

l'_

.51"-.
1

Il-

-I‘
..|À"

...’

i-st.
iiillI

1.. .,lI
-r

q

T“-1
J‘

-r

”'t'.§'“

I'll‘
- 1 ti

ll ii“

ft-3

___}

Flatten frem the titillrburgitng, where the
raise was shertened ts ?5tIitim. The Sehtirtti

i't'r:-r'ni'gg Perstfhe Geri be seen feeding the
Jeesi 9Ei'Elr'Ei'.Ei. with ti'1e i'tiltI'ri'tei'i'L*'ai‘i Leiiiiep ear

ctese behind.

ii i -5

L

'1!-L

‘L.
I |-—

I. -rj-H-I-I

i

i.

 -



Wei=t|.ti l:Hr"tt-i1F"iCIl'il5HlF
Paul F-iicard .-'1iIIIl-trn [l Er illtugttstl

'l J F'_|arier.tl F‘ Belteise

2 H Pescarelet¿ l.arr-siuase
3 D Eielli'.i lcl-tit

litlatra-Simca l't'l5E|I"IlIl'C

l"i'iatra-Eirnca MSEFHE
Mirage EH?

4h llllm 5-Eis

3- laps dewn

5 laps dewn

BtI'."l.t_ 'i'1IlIIli] li.r'r1l.i19 Sr. |ti’[-t"r'rtlJ I. i]

1 J F"lar|er.i'J F_Eielte|se

1 H P'escarele.i'C-i Larreusse

J liitir.-ili'_lIi Heb bs

l'tl|at_ra-5in'ii_c_a lti1_5iEiT"tI|C

Matra-Eimca i't115e?e-E

'i"'!l!t.*i.'*_ Ell?

Hyaiamt E: heur Flace [E4 l'-le'-iemberl-

E-lri -=iTi"m El-3s

5-h -ti-Tm 35s

1.'.-'.ti=s .tt="r.'1

‘I H F"esca rele.tIE| Larreusse litlatra-5 imca llil Se I"'El'lI_' 235laps

2 J—P Ja-rieri'J-F E-elteise
3 D E!elli'D H-Db bs

i'i'irttra-Eimca i'ti5i5?t1E
Mirage EH?

Le i'lri'ai"s' i'i'|i=mc|rie-=i l"lt='t'llIIi.'F'.'T i'|.i;liiiti=ir i“i'ett,l sharing a jelte with
titcirhert Singer ahct Gys yen Leiiiiep tsizihiiig en.

___
1T-

235laps
El¿laps

he

that year

Geerg t_cies arid Jetiii Fitzpstrich in she st the istesi
custeiner i-tSi-is at the i-ting the pair cti'cii:ii:iee' eut cit the
itiiiriirie eariy eii ei'ter eri |;i'Li1.I|'_ilEi'i'f i'_ii_rt Fit.>_'r_iatrteh weuld ge eh
tti have an eitcettehi seasen deciared Eurepean GT tIIhah1,i:ii'eh .
iri the F'ei'ri'a ci'Geie H55‘ attfieiigti he atse ttret-re J’-er lt‘i'eiri-er "”'i3“l"3"5""l7'i"3 mi" ¿ll "'T'-'-‘ l~=""l3"5"3'l'-"5l1'§'5'1'-l H5-'5? l"'”5 15“ flit?‘

5t,tiu'i"tih"iuirlrt_?r]' car at Le i".iferis

ttitantred 5"ehuh‘i tietii and He-tintith hfeinigg
triririg te e.~rr_ii'.;|iii te |'~i'ert_1ert Singer wtiai weiit
wreng i.-1 ith their chaitehge Siiigei was the

t='|'it]'i."iEt-"J' t harg-.=-el with H'SFt tieyetripmeht arid
inaiiing the tureci haigect rhectet ehipetitiye

hail
¿
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The Phase iti engine design tirst seen in Juiie iehi
crhptri-yr'e' at dewhdrairght heating tart This pntiticr irnit

was us act in the tittitieriireii i_eiin ep .F""El-Àf'l.'fl-E.‘ at i_e tirtaiis
eitheltgh the ether teem cer rtlri wrth thc ete'c'r Phd sc it itinrp

an ilrcericah pester celebrating the success st Fbrsche tans‘
Peter Grt-1tjg,I Stateside in i QM

T

l>.‘l--.. ,1 -iii.

ass“-
_ai-rrrrraa Persche

HT}? ti
_I‘

gt‘.e“;

II

'I1l|||'
11"I-..r.a},Ia.i;:.r

li

IiI"
_ __ I|Il_|:_n.

-I: _- I-F1%.l

Paul Filcard saw anether t'-ilatra win, but the twe
Jeest Elti¿t¿liis ef Heinheld _ieest.t'i'-ilarie Caseni and
Paul Blancpaintitnut Lehmahn came feurth and
¿fth, well ahead ef the Carreras. The secend Jeest
car had Edgar E=arth‘s sen. Jurgen, teaming up with
Claude HaldiatÀrands Hatch.lt¿nishedsi:i-:1:h_si:-tlaps
dewn en the Mullertvan Lennep werlts Carrera; ieest
himself hacl gearbei-t treuble that day ancl ¿nish ed in
l Tth.

The Jeest cats clrepped eut at I-tyalami, leaving
enly the Crele H5Fis tci upheld Persche heneur.
iftltheugh they wen again, with cerperate pelltir_-=.
hevering in the bacltgreund. this was te be l'-i"|atra's
lastrace.

Fit the end ef the seasen, Persche ¿nished third
in the Werid Champienship; an excellent result
censidering the techneiegy pa cl-ted inte the winning
tiiatra-Sirnca int:-it te mentien the budget behind
the ectuipei, while the hlfa Hemee team ¿elded
the mighty 33TTi2 — beth eut-and-eut pure racing
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be revived, but in a cempletely different fermat. The '5Il?i'3tII
had just the ene euting. altheugh it hit the headlines again in
August IE-.'II-'5 when ttiiarlt De nehue dreve it te a new werld speecli
recerd ter a clesed circuit. Equipped with a pair -at interceelers.
it recerded a lap average ef Eliflmph [353.Eiltph] at Eiaytena,
beating the previeus recerd by 3.3 mph I[5.2ltph]I. A few days later,
[Zienehue died in the Austrian Grand Friar - his F 1 Ft-‘march suffered
a burst tyre in the wet.and the head injuries he sustained in the
crash which fellewed preved tatal.

it was still pessible te run the ‘iii?-'s in the interserie races
as leng as 4-5 litre engines were used rather than the larger
displacements seen in l'5'?3, altheugh Ernst l"ill'Ài..l5 centinuecl
with a nermaiiy-aspirated unit with a larger capacity. tiiest et the
familiar names were present, Herbert MEIIIEF jeining the rell call
in a Martini-s pen stared til Frau-

Willi itiauhsen wen the ¿rst reund at Silverstene, irenically a
l'ilartlniTrt::-phy event. but Muller was at least secend. He was alse
secend at the ¿rst ef the ii-iiirburg ring ra ces, with victery falling
tci Helmut itelleners in a t-ilcLaren en that ciccasien; Jbest was
thircl in his well-tised Eltll¿t,-'IZi3-

Mtiller then wen the net-tt three taces,at Iiiassel Air¿eld, the
tiiilrburgring thesting im secend interserie race ef the seasen],
and Casale in Italy. Hardly anyene bethered with the ¿nal reund
at Heci-tenheim, because it was all ever, including i'i'i|'_iller, but Lee
ltinnunen used the ltiiartini car te tal-te a win and I-teep the erder
the way it was befere the race - ti.-'l|I|ller was the new champien,
with itelle nets ¿nishing in secend. Fer the recerd, Persche drivers
itauhsen. itra us. and Jeest ¿lled the neitt three places.

picturect atter the Stietim race.
Ftetiihci.te'..iciest tFbrsctie. sse-:1 Ciess wihiier, ciii the tett,I, Hetriiut itetieriers ttytci_are.ri, ceritrei. ahct t—te.rhert tytLiti'er {Fe-rs-ctiet. |
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he racing werld feund itself in a serry state because ef the
FiA’s ferthceming regula tien changes that meant greater
ettpenditure In a peried et peer funding, fellewing the
faII—eut caused bythe eil crisis.Th ere were few facteries in

a pesitien tci run race tea ms,and privateers were alse struggling
te malte ends meet, resulting in peer grids at mest events.

There was su ppesed tci ha ve been a Wcirl ti Cha mplenship
ef Ma Ices based en Ctreup 5 mensters Iil-te the Martini 911 fer
191'5. but the series was pestpcined until the fellewing year.
As a result, Persche decided net te enter the werlts ca rs,as its
engineers felt they had already gathered eneugh data tci be
cempetitive in the 1'Ei?i5- seasen.Thls lnteresti ng preject alse
helped the Stuttgart marque re¿ne its turbecharged read
car.

The eld 'EiiIiS.i'i]3 Spyders were relied eut fer anether year.
but this sea sen given the 2.1 litre turbecharged pewerplants
em pleyed by the werlts 91 is in 1'Ei?r-1 te cem ply with the
three-litre limit. ence a 1.4 multlplicatlen facter had been
used te balance the engine eutputs ef cars with ferced
ind uctien against ncirmaiiy-as pirated medels-

1‘§.i?'S: a racing lew
i'5l'Ti'5 really was a Iew peint in meter racing histery, at least
as faras sperts carsand pretetypes were cencerned. Iiilany ef
the leading tea ms were either strapped fer cash in the walte ef
the fuel c|isis,er sitting en the fence waiting fer a new era te begin
with a fresh set et regulatibns in 1e?Ei. Had it net been ter the
French Alpine-F-ienault and Ligier cencerns, mest entries weuld
have been eiewcirits rnachines ¿elded by privateers. altheugh
this laclt ef factery su ppert did help establish seme efthe smaller
equipes —.ic1est.itrerner.-ISelc:i and Brurnes. ter instance — while
Martini I-tept up its Persche invelvement via twe El{1Si'tJ3s.

At Daytcina. the Greup 5 entry was se small, the erg aniters

The tsieiited Swiss driver. Herbert i'iii‘uiier. in actien at Spa.
The i'viari‘ihi spares Tuibp at teast ttept ative the iihit between

Persctie srict the tiii'srti'ni' Hacirig Tesrn tintii s tuti-scste asssutt
en the Wprtd Cheinpitirishp ceuld tie taunched ih tS?S. it

was else seen i'n interserie events.

Pester released atter
Persche s crushing
victery at tllaytciris

Herbert Mutter

511-Z-g

-I-ill‘

-—--TI:
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Jurgen Eiarttt.

hithpi_igi'1 Geerg
tees had beught

the citd ivtirages.
he stiit ran a team

c-t Carrera HSH’s iii
the GT sectien er

the efiarr'ipieristiip.
This is ene

ef his ttiree-
titre rnachines

cnrnerihg hard at
the ivtirburgrihg.
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pt Jtirgen Barth and
Ernst itraus that
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the i;ii_ii'te e‘i'tterent
eenttng and headttght
a rrangsinent tci that
seen en the tviarti.-ii
cars. The sister car ih
the tieest team was
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eight-
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decided te limit the race te ET ca rs. Persche
F15Fta deminated the race. tal-ting the ¿rst
si:~t places. Ftltheugh the event ceunted
teward the werld Champienship. it was
a peer start te the seasen fer enthusiasts
wanting te see racing lilte that efjust a few
yea rs ea rlie r.

Things were brighter at Mugelle. with
Willi ltauhsen ¿elding the e:-r-werlts Alfas,
Ftlpin e-Hena ult shewing eff its new yellew
ancl white creatien,anei a suppertlng cast
ef the Mirages [beught by Geerg Lees},
Lig|ers.Le|as arr-=:.i Che -rren;=-.p|us the Martini
ancl Jeest ‘SIDE 5pyders.The latter machines
shewe-=:i they were still ca pabie at winning.
¿nishing thircl [Herbert Muller and Gijs van
Lennep in the number ene Martini car}.
eighth [Jurgen Earth anel Ernst Itraus in a
Jeest ca rl.anel I¿th {mainly ha ntlletl by Lee
lt|nnunenI|,but this was te be a Flenault clay.
The secenel Jeest entry.elri'-ren by Fteinhelel
Jeest himself an-ti Marie Easeni, retiree
with the same tu rb-e-cha rger maladies that
hati slewed itinnunen.

in Elijen, the Ftlfas came threugh,
but the la-est Persche was er-ttrerneiy
fast. Muller anel ‘tfan Lennep ha-t:l engine
treuble.-:lre|:|ping them te ninth. Hewever.
as in Mugelle, FiSHs wen their Class with
ease. In Mensa. the result was rnuch the
same en the pedium, with enly thircl place
cha nging. altheugh Jurgen Barth ancl Ernst
Itraus carne threugh the frel-ti te claim ¿fth
place with their EJEIBIDE. hlettt up was Spa,
where the mast interesting thing at nete
was the speecl ef the Ftlpina Bl'||"l|'lr'l||l5 — the
was ha-ti a ha-ti clay.

The Eeppa Flerie at Pergusa was a
reutine run fer the Ptlfas against very little
eppesitien. The ADAE ltl1t]r|1‘llr.r'n classic
preelucee a much better race. with a feur-
way ¿ght between the ¿tlfas, Alping,
Persches.anr:l Mira ges,Ei'Eti3.i[i3s ta lting thircl
-[i'u'lt'.'|ller.|"I't|nnunen]| an-ti ¿fth {l3arth.r'II'iraus]
in the end. aheacl ef a gaggle ef Class-
wlnnlng Fi5Fis-

Cine ef the biggest elisappeintments
ei the year was Le Mans being eireppeai
frem the champienship calenclar. The test
wee ltencl was cancelled. an-t:l. with many ef

We|=:Le Enamaiensaia
Uuyterta 14-heur Fiace [1 February]

I F‘ Greg|g,|"H Haynrreecl

1 M iiieyt-en'El Eprewlsf¿. Ea ntreras
3 E FlernpÀi Elairtl

Fe rsch e Carrera FIE-Fl

Persche Carrera Fi5Fi
Persche Carrera HER

IE-B-4 laps.|'Ist in [lass

E|E|'3 lap s.I'1n|:l in Class
E|Eri3 lap s.f3rr:l in Elass

lutttgeiia tititi ltrn [23 Marcie
I .l-F" Jabeuille,l'E Larreusse Ftlpine-Flerra |.tlt 15.441 ii-h -ll-T-"m 355.

1 Pt Merrariefl Iclet

3 H MiitllerÀi '-ran Len nep
Ftlfa Fliemee 31-ITl‘I 1

Persche EIUEID3 Turbe
I lap dewn

I lap t:lewni'3r|:l in Cla ss

ll1i_|ert-l3'El'Ell-t|'r'|lI-Er.I5r|::rril|

I Pt. l't"Ier.sarie,|'.l Laf¿ Le Ftlfa Fliemee EIEITI1 -II-h 11m 15's

1 HleestÀrl Caseni
3 lHinei'l'Err:-l:r

Persche i3ElE!iIl33 Tu rbe
Chewen I331

T laps r:lewn.i'1n-:1 in Class
II laps dewn

Ma nza IIZJIZJIZJI-tr11 [EU itpril]
1 It ltrieraarie-.iJ Lal¿te Alia Ftemee E|E|IT1.'t ah 43m 21:-
1 H Jeest,fl'trI Ea seni

3 J-F‘ Jabeuillef¿ Larreusse

Fe rsch e 9ElIEiJ'|IlEI- Tu rbe

FI.lpine—Fle:rra |.tlt Ft-II--II-1

3 laps lIlI|Il-1.l't.Il'l|,|"1F'|IEl in Class

-III laps clewn

Spa 1II1IIJIIJ ltnt [4 May}
I H F'escarele.fl'I' Bell Ftlfa Fliemee EIEIITI1 3h 31m 5-Es

1 A l'|i'Ier.sarie.I'.l Iclet Ftlfa Fiiemee 33‘l"|‘I 1 I lap cl ewn

3 Pt Feltierf¿ Mtiller l3l't'1'r"tl'.=.l-.5 ESL 5 laps elewn

Petgusa ltllliliilirtnt [1 E It-lay]
1 It Mersarirz-.|'] Mass Alia Ftemee E|E|IT1.'t 5-h I215-rn IE-s
1 H F"escarele.|"D Elell

3 H JeestfhÀ Ea seni

hiurhurgring itiltltlhnt [1 June]

Ftlfa Fliemee EIEIITI1

Persche i3EiE!iIEl3 Tu rbp1
I lap dewn

3 laps |:lewn.i'3rr:l in Class

1 A Meraarleti Lal¿te Alia Fternee 33'-IT1 1 5-h -'4lt‘nI4s
1 T 5-chenlten,|"H Eanley Mirage EH? 5h-ll-Im5=l-s.

3 H Mr‘.ilIer,i'L lliinnunen Fe rsch e 9|IlBJ'|]EI- Tu rbe I lap cle'r1rn.i'EI-rcl in Ela ss

Eeitweg iliilliilliili-*.|r‘| [19 June)
1 H Pes-::arela.|'|3I Bell Alia Fte-mee 33IT12 3l'| 34m 5]!-

1 Pt. l't"I e r.sarie.|"I.|" H ra m billa Ftlfa Fliemee EIEITI1 3h 3I5m I3s

cen t|‘n-t.|-ers‘ ever

153



Waste Ceamaiensnra
3 Fl JeestÀtrl -Easani Persche HEJBMD3 Tu rise 1 lap r.lr:rwn.l3rd in Class

'r."t|'atl-ttns Glen E--heur Ha-:;er[I1 July]-

1 H F'esr:arr:rler'l3 Bell Hlfa Hernee 33Tf'l1 151 laps
1 Ft Meraarletlti Analrettl Alfa Fliernee 33I'i‘1 1 I51 laps
3 G LarrausseÀ-P Jarler Alpine Ftenaultrh-I-12 I49 laps

Di _

l-terben‘ .l'L-f¿l-ier tin
interserte actien at
H-eerltenneim.

the tep teams ancl driyers staying away, it was all tee easy fer
the FIli.IIl'-liil-|II1l';|'|rI'ri|'3l'Et2l Gulf C.-lFtas.trrthlr:h ca rrre ¿rst anti thircl. Feurth
was the nermally-asplra tecl .ie-est car, lea cling heme a string ef
Persche Fi5Fis.

‘l‘he Eeltweg 1l2IlIltJl-tm was mere lllte a preper sperts car
race. but the result was familiar. with Ftlfa Hemees up frent.
Hewe trer, the Jeest cars eatne third ancl feurth,anr:l the Muller!
Hinnunen pairing ninth.The Ftlfas clemina tecl again at Watkins
Eta n, ghring the italian rrralter the title. Persche was a clear-cut
secend in the champienship [there was seme ceantretrersy ester
the Daytena pelntsl. while Alpine ¿nished the year In third-

There was semecleseracinginthelnterserie Champienship,
1915 being the last year cempetlters were allewed ta rLin
91 ?.r"i Eis. Herbert ll.-'lr‘jller wen the¿rst twe reuncls in his Martini-
spenseretl car, with Ernst Hraus ceming secencl at Maine. The
net-rt twe races we nt te Àtlfa clrhrers in the Willi ltauhsen Racing
Tea m, but it was Tim 5-chenlten in the G-ele 91 I-‘Fl El that came
baclt te win the ¿nal three reunels. Thanlts te the strange
scering system ern pleyecl fer this sea sen, i'I.r"l|I|ller was clecla recl
-t2hat1'r|IIrltJ-I1 [using mainly a ‘HD5111-3}. with ltlraus secend in his
"31 I-'.ti El. and Srchenlten third.

Ernst ttraus at
the Ntirhurgratg
In September ter
the ststtr raunct
at the tntersenle
Cbamprbnehrje-.
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P-I511-. I1-It-l'II"|l!i QB, E',g'1,
P.I.:~artI'r 1'El'-i33.El_,À;E_l1,'5l",_j‘;'1Ii,_Il.11-IIII-!._]_-[l_I‘;_

II1‘|El1IL‘l'Ii',I.."IL‘l I.."3, 134, I41
.P.I:~artI'r_. Earle E,_Ei_L
.l'I.I1-.:rt|1,lI‘:|rIe i'|r1:rrle ¿g I 1À,_L,‘-1,1
P.l.lrEI.'='|5-':ri£-, Geerge E
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Detailed year-by-year ccuerage ct Pcrache’a tep ctaee racing explcite, acccmpanied by
ever 650 excellent and evccetive phetes.

This irclume hegina with the ctery cf the giant-I-cilling 550 Spyders ct 1953 vintage, and
takes the reader threugh all the subsequent racing medels up tc 19?5.
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