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STEVE WRIGHT, Sub Editor

I've been brushing up on my

s | sweeping ready for any deluge of
- snow. The trials of living in a house

MR witha needlessly long driveway!

t’s certainly been an interesting challenge

putting together only my third issue of Total

911 in just three weeks, thanks in no small part

to the formalities of a prolonged festive break.

Nevertheless, I think the team and I have
adhered to the task well.

As I touched on in the last issue, 2013 is a big
year for the Porsche 911 at large: we’re observing a
monumental 50 years of the model’s design, while the
decorated Rennsport version can now lay claim to
being 40, too.

On top of these fervent festivals of 911 nostalgia, we
have much to savour going forward, starting with the
unveiling of the new GT3 Cup car and the imminent
arrival of the latest Turbo (not to mention our own
100th issue being on the horizon, of course).

There’s a healthy agenda for the year ahead, then,
and it goes without saying that we’ll carry on with

GARY PEARCE, Ad Manager
I'm relieved the Mayan calendar
predictions didn’t come to fruition,
as | can't wait to see the 991

GT3 Cup car in action this year.

KATIE PEAT, Art Editor
My New Year's resolution is to
| :
pick a clear favourite model of
h"\ 911 before the new Turbo arrives.
L‘ There are many choices!

the landmark celebrations in coming issues. For now,
though, there has been plenty to embrace from all
those years in between.

In this edition, we’re behind the wheel of
Fearnsport’s take on the GT2 with their 997 GT2 FS
as we investigate whether the ‘Widowmaker’ tag,
often used by mainstream media, has been dispelled
to the realms of the past. We also take in two idols
of the 964 era and explore which one provides the
greater driving thrill, and there’s even a sublime *73
RS replica to cast an adoring eye over. Certainly, the
topic of replicas alone provides cause for great debate
in Porschedom time and again, so we hope you’ll revel
in our latest twist to the tale - as ever, we’d love to
hear your thoughts.

Enjoy the issue, and do join our digital community
across the website and social media for that extra
dose of 911 endearment.
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Now:four decades old, the original RS is more |
esteemed than Porsche could ever have
imaginedat the time. Many have tried to
replicate the iconic 911 to varying degrees of
success, but Autofarm’s example is stunning.

Photograph by Alisdair Cusick
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The latest news, updates,
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the world of Porsche and beyond

Update

In brief

911 RS Book

Discover all there is to
know about the greatest
Porsches ever made
with this guide from the
makers of Total 911.
From classic road tests
to full-on restoration,
this book covers all
manner of RS models,
fromthe 2.7 all the

way to the GT34.0.
Packaged with stunning
photography and in-
depth articles written by
our 911 experts, simply
visit the Imagine Shop to
order a copy.
www.imagineshop.
co.uk/the-porsche-
911-rs-book.html

Diesel
Tuning UK
Pedal Box

Increase your throttle's
liveliness with this
Germany-sourced
Pedal Box. Connecting
between the ECU and
accelerator pedal, it
modifies the drive-by-
wire throttle signal to
increase response and
reduce throttle delay. It
includes four maps and
costs £179.
www.diesel-
performance.co.uk

A celebration of Rennsport

-Porsche marks the 40th anniversary of the RS moniker

by revealing exclusive new driving programs
_—

ot only is model year 2013
N the 50th anniversary of the
Ollitself, butit's also the

40th anniversary of Porsche’s hardcore
Rennsport models, better known as RS. In
order to celebrate this milestone, Porsche
has launched three new driving courses
through their own Porsche Experience
Centre at Silverstone.

The first program, named the ‘GT
Course; costs £400 and offers the
opportunity to pilot both the 911 GT3
and GT2 using the bespoke facilities
at the Porsche Experience Centre. The
second-tier course, called the ‘Evolution
RS course; costs £500 and focuses on the

“This course
aims to capture
the exact
essence of the
RS on the track”

GT3 RS inthree forms — 996,997 3.8 and
997 4.0 — over 90 minutes. The third and
final course, named ‘Ultimate GT is the
cherry on the sundae. For £500, you can
enjoy 90 minutes of one-to-one tuition and
driving, starting with the GT2 and moving
up to the coveted GT2 RS.

The history of Porsche’s RS badging
goes back to 1973 with the 911 2.7 Carrera
RS developed from the 911. The RS
aimed to combine a raw track proclivity
with street-legal driveability. The original
RS, like the marque today, was sold in a

limited batch of 1,500 cars and has since
appeared in every generation of 911. It
demands as much from the driver as it
does from the laws of physics.

As such, the celebratory courses
available at Silverstone from Porsche GB
aim to capture the exact essence of the
RS onthe track, providing a lightweight,
powerful, agile and breathtaking driving
experience. All programs are currently
open for booking, which you can do via the
website or by calling 08443 575 911.
www.porsche.co.uk/experience
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Roll with the Tech Art greats

Prices vary by supplier

Replica racing

$125,000 (£77,675)

Hammacher Schlemmer, the kings of arbitrary luxury
itemns, now have cars within a car so to speak for the
ultimate Porsche enthusiast. What seems like a full-
sized Porsche 917 replica opens up to reveal a 1:32-scale
wooden car track. The headlights and taillights are fully
functioning on the car, which wears race-worn tyres and

At the 2012 Essen Motor Show, TechArt displayed  high-sheen/anthracite aesthetic specifically for opens with the push of a button. Staples of the Le Mans-
their latest style offering: a variety of new finish their Formula lll wheel that involves coating the inspired track include working streetlights and period
and colour options for their 911 wheel range. rim in anthracite, followed by a polishing process signage. The cars themselves are modelled after various
Now, they offer a ceramic polishing method that akin to “covering the front face with a diamond”’ race cars, such as the 917 and the Lola T70.

creates a high-gloss surface for longevity and Check out their website for more info. www.hammacher.com/Product/12005

wear resistance. TechArt also have a two-tone www.techart.de

App of the Month

Bring Porsche to your office
£60 pad, £60 mouse

If you're looking to add a bit of Stuttgart to your office, you'll love these offerings

from Porsche. Created in the shape of the iconic crest, the mousepad is

made from authentic original vehicle leather. It's large without being

obtrusive, and will be a nice addition to any desk. The mouse

is shaped to resemble the 911's classic figure, with a logo,
aluminium scroll wheel and wireless technology. Available in
white or black, it's compatible with both PC and Mac. For an
extra £5, you can get one in green with the 918 Spyder logo.

shop.porsche.com/uk The portable car

Festival of Speed celebration book care guide
£45 Free

To mark the 20th birthday of the famed Festival

of Speed, Goodwood have published this
commemorative hardback book — encased ina
protective sleeve — to showcase the best of the event
since 1993. Containing 360 pages of fascinating
photography, this book is a must-have for fans of the
festival, and is available from the Goodwood website.
shop.goodwood.com/products/festival-of-
speed-the-first-twenty-years-book

Meguiar's, one of the most reputable names in the
car care industry, are bringing their know-how to
your iPhone. Their official app contains just about
everything a car care enthusiast requires, such

as a guide to a professional paint finish, a list of

local stockists and updates on their latest product
releases. The app is free to download on your iPhone
from the Apple App Store.
www.meguiars.co.uk/iphonepage




‘ 10 ‘News ‘

Motorsport

The introduction of
paddile shift behind
the steering wheel
is a major talking
point to the new
GT3 Cup car

Porsche reveal new
991 GT3 Cup car for
2013 season

Stuttgart bowed out of 2012 in style by unveiling the eagerly
anticipated new GT3 Cup 911, ready for its forthcoming debut
inthe 2013 Supercup season.

Based on the current-generation type 991, the Cup car
enjoys revisions in performance and safety over the outgoing
type 997 model.

Power in the new competition-ready Porsche is increased
by 10bhp to 460bhp for the 3.8-litre flat six engine, while
paddle shift gears feature around the steering wheel for the
first time. The car also benefits from a new dash and data
logging system, while freshly designed centrelock wheels are
now connected to the tarmac via 20mm wider tyres on the
front and 10mm wider at the rear.

For safety, a newly designed roll cage accompanies fresh
designs to the drivers seat, which is distinctively shaped
around the head and shoulders. A rescue hatch in the roof
of the car also provides easy access for primary medical
attention in the event of a crash, and allows for the extrication
of the driver if needed.

The new Porsche 911 GT3 Cup is to be produced in
Stuttgart-Zuffenhausen on the same assembly line as road-
legal models, before a general setup for the circuit at the
Motorsport Centre in Weissach.

For more pictures and an exclusive video, visit the website,
www.total911l.com.

Racing updates

Latest news from racing series’ around the globe

Porsche support for juniors

lex Riberas Bou (18) from Spain and America’'s Connor

de Phillippi (19) are the new Porsche juniors for the 2013

racing season. The two young hot shots, who have already

achieved success in karting and various Formula race
series, will contest the Porsche Carrera Cup Deutschland in 2013.
After their excellent performance this past season, the Austrian Klaus
Bachler (21) and Michael Christensen (22) from Denmark will receive
support from Porsche againin 2013 as Porsche Juniors compete
inthe Porsche Mobil 1 Supercup. Porsche supplies the four rookie
drivers with the bulk of their budgets and provides coaching for the
talented youngsters both on and off the track.

Carrera Cup
GB 2013

Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge
GBcontender Pete
Smallwood will step up to
the Porsche Carrera Cup GB
for 2013. Smallwood, one of
the first drivers to confirm
Carrera Cup plans for 2013,
will contest the Pro-Am2
category with race-winning
team Parr Motorsport.

The company director from Towcester only started racing in 2010
inthe GT3 Cup Challenge after taking partin trackdays. In 2012, he
finished sixth in the GT3 Cup Challenge after a part season, topping
his campaign with a podium finish in the final race at Silverstone.

Carrera Cup Australia

17-year-old Renee Gracie will become the first female driver to
competeinthe Carrera Cup Australia. Described as one of the most
exciting prospects of her country's generation, Renee has a sterling
record in karting and will look to continue her victory-laden careerin
the hotseat with McElrea Racing. Renee's first race behind the wheel
of her new 911 Cup car will be at the Clipsal 500.

American Le Mans Series

With anticipation continuing to build towards a combined sports car
seriesin 2014, Grand-Am Road Racing and the American Le Mans
Series have been asking the fans themselves for input to help develop
the name of the merged series. The ‘Name The Future’ campaign,
which launched back in November, gives fans the chance to submit
aname suggestion that explains the new series for the masses. The
winner will not only see their suggestion put into practice, but will
receive a VIP entry into the Daytona 24 Hours.

International GT Open

Following the success of the event last season, GT Sport will again
organise a Winter Series ahead of the 2013 International GT Open.

The Winter Series provides ideal opportunity for teams and drivers
to prepare for the forthcoming season and test men and machines in
arace configuration. The 2013 Winter Series will include three events,
two of which will include two 50-minute races each. The events will
take place over two days, the first devoted to private testing and the
second to the two 50-minute races, preceded by a qualifying round of
20 minutes per driver.

Total 911
extras

All About Space

All About Space, our
exciting new sister
publication, which aims
to explore and explain
the wonders of the
universeinallits glory,
is available to purchase
right now fromall

good retailers.

Porsche 911
Turbo: The _
Ultimate Guide
now on sale
Porsche 911 Turbo
contains the best of Total
911 remixed into aglorious
book. It's agreat addition
toyour Porschelibrary.
Available from
www.imagineshop.co.uk

Total9ll.com

For the latest Porsche
news, videos, comment,
photographs, interviews
and features, goto
www.total911l.com

or subscribe to our

RSS feeds.

Twitter and
Facebook

You can follow Total 911
on Twitter (@Total911)
for an extra dose of all
things Porsche, and our
Total 911 Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/
total911magazine) also
provides agreat way to
interact with the rest of
the 911 community.

Get Total 911
wherever you go
Total 911is now available
for all smartphonesand
tablets at ouramazing
new digital download site
www.greatdigitalmags.
com. As well as giving
you access to backissues
and the latest editions,
visitors can purchase or
subscribe to any Imagine
magazine. And the best
part? It's suitable for every
device, from Android to
Blackberry toiPad and
iPhone. The great new
site also enables users to
read Total 911 ona Mac or
PC, soyou need never be
without the world's best
Porsche magazine again.
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It doesn’t have to be freezing to be cold.

Porsche winter wheels and tyres.

It isn't just snow that affects your car’s performance. Even at 7°C the rubber compound in
summer tyres hardens causing a drop in performance. Braking on wet roads when it is cold
increases braking distances by up to 12%* Porsche Approved N-rated winter tyres have
been developed and tested to ensure they conform to Porsche’s exacting standards.

For more details contact your local Porsche Centre or visit www.porsche.co.uk/centre name

Scan to see winter tyre performance online

PORSCHE

Porsche Centre Aberdeen
01224 877778
/aberdeen

Porsche Centre Belfast
028 9038 9999

/belfast

Porsche Centre Bolton
01204 559911

/bolton

Porsche Centre Bournemouth
01202 897 688
/bournemouth

Porsche Centre Bristol
0117 900 2911

/bristol

Porsche Service Centre Byfleet

01483 421 911

/byfleet

Porsche Centre Cambridge
01223 872 872
/cambridge

Porsche Centre Cardiff
02920 350 911

/cardiff

Porsche Centre Chester
0845 8454 911

/chester

Porsche Centre Colchester
01206 855 500
/colchester

Porsche Centre Dublin
003531 2353375
www.porschedublin.ie
Porsche Centre East London
020 8519 9999
/eastlondon

Porsche Centre Edinburgh
0131 475 5000
/edinburgh

Porsche Centre Exeter
01392 822 800

/exeter

Porsche Centre Glasgow
0141 8856 911
/glasgow

Porsche Centre Guildford
01483 408 800
/guildford

Porsche Centre Hatfield
01707 277 911

/hatfield

Porsche Centre Jersey
01534 497777

/jersey

Porsche Centre Kendal
01539 724331

/kendal

Porsche Centre Leeds
0113 389 0600

/leeds

Porsche Centre Leicester
01162 764488
/leicester

*summer tyres versus winter tyres. Braking with ABS on wet road surface, 50 to O mph at +3 °C

Porsche Centre Mid-Sussex
01444 242911

/midsussex

Porsche Centre Newcastle
0191 295 1234

/newcastle

Porsche Centre Nottingham
0115 986 0911
/nottingham

Porsche Centre Portsmouth
02392 212 350
/portsmouth

Porsche Centre Reading
0118 930 3911

/reading

Porsche Centre Sheffield
0114 256 4455

/sheffield

Porsche Centre Silverstone
01327 355911

/silverstone

Porsche Centre Solihull

0121 7459 911

/solihull

Porsche Centre Sutton Coldfield
0121 378 5800
/suttoncoldfield

Porsche Centre Swindon
01793 615 888

/swindon

Porsche Centre Tonbridge
01732 361222

/tonbridge

Porsche Centre West London
020 8742 7000
/westlondon

Porsche Centre Wilmslow
01625 522222

/wilmslow
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1 SYour letters,
» e » » emails and tweets

Letter of the month

The sender of the Letter of the Month receives a

Celebration
Of ALegend
bookazine

Porsche 911: Celebration Of A Legend bookazine!

Check out our ‘Thought of the
Day’ on the Total 911 website

of the Day: air-cooled vs water-cooled’

| t was great to see the online ‘Thought

article via your website, written by
Chris Dearden.I'm a PCA member
and rabid Porsche enthusiast, most
particularly of 911s and Caymans. As
a PCA member, | couldn’t agree more
with your comment regarding the so-
called “misplaced sense of superiority”
that | see and read about pretty much
everywhere there's serious interest
in Porsches.

| own what | consider to be two
driver's cars: a Gen2 996 Turbo and
Genl Cayman S. Since getting into
Porsche ownership in 2008 (through
lifelong admiration), I've also had the
pleasure of driving over a dozen 911s
(mainly 996s and 997s, but also an
early 3.2 and 993), and altogether well
over 20 different Porsches. | know it's
far from a journalist's notches, but it's
hopefully not bad, and | can at least
voice an opinion. | really love the air-
cooled Porsches, and expect to get one
in the not-too-distant future. But when
| do, I'm not going to deride those that
cherish their 996s.

It pains me to hear these idiotic
proclamations about how easy 996s
are to drive compared to the 993 and
other air-cooled 911s - I've constantly
heard this about my 996 Turbo. In my

experience, this isn't true. Let me please
explain: in the case of the Turbo, as
anillustration, it is definitely the most
difficult Porsche to launch quickly of

all the 911s I've driven. Why is that?
Well, it has very short and incredibly
highly strung first and second gears,
and it's tricky when really pressing

on. When you unexpectedly lose your
all-wheel grip in the wet (or dry if you're
really pushing it), the sensation is
hair-raising because you don't know
it's coming, and when it does it's violent
and immediate. A lot of people who
comment on the 996 Turbo — even
professionals, I'm sure — have never
owned or driven one long enough in
enough situations to fully appreciate

it or respect it. The air-cooled cars just
aren't as fast and take longer torev,

so in those you have more time to
adjust or, rather, save yourself. But
more importantly, with the air-cooled
cars you're always anticipating a
possible slide.

Back in 2008 and 2009, before
purchasing my Turbo, | test drove a few
996 and 997s from OPCs. | built a good
rapport with the dealers, and they gave
me a little more leash. | believed this
nonsense about how easy they were to
drive and how soft they were. | wanted
to get agood sense of the cars and

what they could do, and pushed two
C2s abit, and each time | had the rear
slide right out around a curve. It turned
out to be an interesting day for each of
the salesmen!

Pretty much all the air-cooled cars
| see driven are relatively slow, which
brings me on to my final, larger point.
You feel more invincible in the water-
cooled cars, and it tends to make
you drive faster and more aggressive
more often in a wider range of road
and traffic conditions, so that's the big
equaliser. The way | see it, when | get
my air-cooled car I'll love driving it: the
physicality, the beauty, the character,
the sound, the hand-built quality, the
smaller dimensions — you name it. But
for me, I'll also be getting it to enjoy
driving while toning down the pace.

David Langevin, Boston

Your opinion in itself makes for a rather
interesting read, David!

The air-cooled vs water-cooled topic
is one that will continue to cause great
debate among 911 enthusiasts, and
to be frank, long may it continue. As
ever, we'd love to hear other readers’
thoughts, so if you have an opinion do
get in touch. Chris Dearden’s initial
“Thought of the Day’ on the matter can
be found on the Total 911 website.

Plane sailing
Hiteam. Keep up the good job! Really
enjoy reading it: every issue has been
taken to 41,000 feet.

Brendan Vonk, Malaysia

A super picture, Brendan: you're
obviously doing your bit to help us
take Total 911 to new heights. Enjoy
the magazine - responsibly of course!

New 991 GT3 Cup car
I'd like to commend you for the
weekend coverage via Twitter of
the new 991 GT3 Cup car. You were
straight in with information and
discussion. It's nice to see you're living
the job in every sense — great work!
Alex Bradley, via email

Test of Nurves
Dear sirs,

Having just put Issue 94 of the
magazine down for the first time,
may | congratulate you on afine
edition thus far. | particularly enjoyed
reading the test on Nur's custom
911 collection. These guys have
been around for quite some time,
and although | wouldn't go to quite
the extremes on my car that the
company can obviously push to, itis
nice to have it acknowledged there
are some 911s that showcase an
acceptable degree of bespokery.

Martyn James, via email
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Share your views on all things 911 and
Porsche related. Send your thoughts to:

Email: editorial@total911.co.uk
Write to us:

Total 911, Imagine Publishing Ltd, Richmond House,

33RichmondHill, Bournemouth, BH2 6EZ, UK

Jointhe
debate:

Chat to us about all
things Porsche-related
by following us on our
Twitter page:
@total9ll

Continued praise
of the 964
Dear Sir,

Having just returned from a
wonderful 3,062km trip, | feel duty-
bound to confirm your view that “the
once unloved 964 is the 911 to own.”

service guys at Autohaus Hamilton

in Sydney keep telling me, these cars
thrive on being “at the speed limit.”"
The further | went, the better my 964
felt. The rise of the 9647 Absolutely!
And about bloody time!

David Frost, Sydney

As far as I'm concerned, it always was
the 911 to own!

After 15 years of ownership (one
previous owner) and 164,000km
on the clock, the car’s performance
during the trip was just brilliant.
Without question, the new
Continental SportContact 2 tyres
made a huge difference. As my

Thanks for your email, David. Your
prolonged ownership of a 964 is a
testament to its credibility as very
much a 911 of high public esteem.

It seemns that, finally, admirers of
Porsche 91Is the world over are
starting to cotton on to what you've
enjoyed for so long. Congratulations!

(@totaloll

One of our popular discussions on
Twitter this month followed our
question: ‘What do you personally
consider to be the most iconic 911
colour of all time?’ Here are some
of the best responses:

Guards redddddd =)
@fab_abs

Either Guards red or India red... it’s
far from my favourite, but it’s THE
Eighties 911 colour.

@poprock

Take your pick!
@cork_head

More of your tweets

Great to see the @RegalAutosport
GT3 in the mag. Top guys with lots of
experience. @thetimhutton

Hans Stuck, what a man! Some
interesting anecdotes in his interview,
thanks for the read. @C4_jones

An iconic collection
revisited

| got Issue 94 of Total 911 today —
thank you for a great article. The
only problem is that one day people
will refer to your article as being the
bible —may | provide some extra
information on my cars?

The production number of the R
was 20 with four prototypes, while the
production number of the SCRS was
20, with one car made after the series.
Robert Droogmans was the driver of
the white ex-Bulga car: he became
vice-champion in 1984. Patrick Snijers
was the driver of the Bastos car,
becoming Belgian champion in 1984,
and the Dinkel Acker car was an RS
which went back to the factory to get
an RSR engine, but remained an RS.

Frank Hendrickx, Belgium

(L ™ ,-||||J__||me wi]i|u|..-.=....

Thanks indeed for the extra
information provided, Frank.

You have a splendid collection of
classic 911 racers; we had just as
much fun testing them on the

1 B .o

Circuit dAbbeyville as we're sure

you do in owning them day-to-day.
Ifany more 911 icons of a similar
calibre fall into your collection, please
do let us know.
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‘14 |Opinion|

A shady business

This month, Chris Dearden
discusses the importance of
choosing the right colour for
your 911, and why aesthetics
Isn't the only deciding factor...

ou can haveitinany
colour you like, so
long asit's black,”
Henry Ford said
magnanimously
about his Model T.
| wish Henry had been around when |
picked up a new Mustang convertible
from Alamo Rental at Boston Airport.
Onthe plane, | was excited about
seeing it, as | always am when going to
testanew car...until | saw it, that is. It
was in ‘Gotta Have It Green' (I kid you
not — look it up). Try to imagine day-glo
mushy peas, and you might get close.

Some cars look great in one
colour and not so good in others.
The Mustang, for example, has such
confused styling lines that it needs
black to hide them. Ferraris should
surely only be red, and a classic MGB
has to be in British Racing Green. But
what about the 9117 911 styling has
always been soiconic that colour
was never needed either to hide or
accentuate features, leaving personal
preference as the key factor. The
region the car was first registered in,
however, did have an impact. American
911s tended to be ordered in louder
shades, while we Brits went for the
more conservative end of the colour
chart. True to form, | personally think
you have to go along way to beat Agate
Grey Metallic, but | did see a banana
yellow 993 at a dealership recently that
would have been ideal for days when |
was feeling frivolous.

If you're in the enviable position
of being about to choose the
specification of your own 911 or are
looking for a used one, you might
want to at least consider the impact
your colour choice could have when
the time comes to selling it. Glass
Guide, the trade bible, notes that
cars in some shades, particularly
metallics, are likely to be worth several
thousand pounds more than others
one year on. That makes the additional

£800 for metallic paint a bit more
palatable. Silvers and greys will always
re-sell well, as will metallic dark blues
and the more restrained reds. Solid,
non-metallic colours, on the other
hand, canreally hit the resale value.
This is partly because it suggests that
when the car was originally ordered,
the options list didn't get much of a
visit, and we all know that a 911 without
at least afew of the key options ticked
can be a bit of a missed opportunity.
Fashion, too, plays a surprisingly
important role. White has taken over
from black as the in-vogue hue in

the showrooms, and matte finishes
are being offered to us again.I'm
generally no fan of these, but | saw a
matte apricot 997 in Florida recently
that looked sensational. Bear in mind,
though, that while a shirt in yesterday's
shade can be consigned to the bin, a
911inano longer fashionable colour
might be harder to get rid of.

It's not just the body colour that is
important; seats and trim can make
or break the look of a car. | once
travelled a long way to see a very
reasonably priced 911 after checking it
out thoroughly with the dealer on the
phone. It had a full main dealer history,
and was in striking dark green metallic.
Perhaps it was over-excitement that
made me forget to ask about the
interior in my phone checks, and | was
despondent to discover in person that
the original owner — who must have
been colour blind — had chosen blue
leather upholstery and trim. Much as
| tried to tell myself what a great deal
it was, | knew | would regret buying
it every time | saw that seat and
bodywork combination, so | walked
away. The dealer still had it a couple of
months later, and | wasn't surprised.

| was chatting recently with an
independent paint technician, and
it seems the paint colour can have a
real impact on aesthetic performance.
Red, for example, is highly susceptible

... while some colours,
like metallic silver, add
lue to a car

to fading, as a quick look around your
nearest car park will confirm. If a dealer
tells you it is no longer a problem with
the newer cars, be cautious, because
the issues are with the pigments.
Similarly, black paint tends to be
softer than other colours, so is more
prone to scratching. It is also poor at
hiding surface imperfections, unlike
white, which will cover up a multitude
of bodywork sins. If, heaven forbid,
you scrape your Agate Grey door on
a Sainsbury's bollard, remember that
some Porsche colours have up to ten
minutely different variations, and your
re-sprayer is going to have to work out
which is the right match for your car.
Remember, his time is your money.

It all boils down to taste,
but Chris suggests that

At the end of the day, if you're buying
a 911 then it should be an indulgence —
an adventure — and not a carefully
calculated business model. If it puts a
smile on your face each time you see it
then you have probably chosen the
right colour, even if it is ‘Gotta Have It
Green’ And what about me and my
brief fling with the Mustang? Well, I've
taken to wearing dark glasses as |
approach her, and once inside | can
pretend she's any colour | like. She's
loud, crude and — compared to my 911
— pitifully slow, but I'm having the most
funI've had in a hire car in along time.
I'm due to fly back to the UK soon, and
you know what, even in that colour I'm
going to miss her. ZBill

“A bad shirt can be binned; a

911 in an unfashionable colour is
harder to get rid of”
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Written by Kieron Fennelly
Photographed by Laurens Parsons

n today’s world, a growing notion

of safety based on relieving

the driver of responsibility has

become evident. Electronics

can turn on headlights, dictate
manoeuvring, instruct when to change
gear and refuse to allow engines to be
started unless transmissions are in neutral
and handbrakes applied. Software has
long played a role in braking via ABS,
but now inside or outside wheel braking
during cornering is available; technology
can decide that you have failed to spot
an object in front of you and stop the
car and the same system will keep the
vehicle from changing lanes through
driver inattention. These days, it’s merely
political constraints stopping third parties
- for example, the police - from even being
able to halt vehicles remotely.

In such a climate, we must be grateful
that supercars have not been legislated
out of existence, but they too have had to
change with the times. As well as the full
safety panoply, cars capable of 200mph
have four-wheel drive and automatic
or double clutch gearboxes... unless
they come from Porsche. Not only does
Zuffenhausen still offer a classic manual
gearbox, it also builds a supercar with
rear-wheel drive only - the GT2. As some
drivers failed to control it, the eerily
sinister tag of ‘Widowmaker’ jumped from
the old Turbo models and started to gain
currency with this newer car.

But how fair is this casual dismissal of
the top-of-the-range 911? Here, we take
an altogether different look at a 997 GT2,
modified by the specialists at Fearnsport,
to make up our own mind. ‘@
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A background to the GT2

The GT?2 first appeared in 1995, and is a relative
newcomer to the 911 family. A homologation

car, this was Porsche’s entry in a new GT series
to recreate a return to endurance racing, which
had more or less died out by 1992 (the year in
which Le Mans had a mere 25-car grid). The new
championship would use production cars

like the 911, Lotus Esprit, Ferrari F40 and 348,
Corvettes and Venturis, and the object was to
keep the cars as close as possible to their road
equivalents and impose intake restrictions limiting
output to 450bhp. For the opening season in 1994,
Porsche fielded its 964 3.8 RSR, but for 1995 it
developed a new weapon: the GT2, so named

after its race category. The competition 993 GT2 Aside from the
used the 993 Turbo engine, albeit only in rear- fire extinguisher
wheel drive. For homologation purposes, a small Jor thglcuse,

: g purposes, there’s little
number of probably the most brutal-looking 911 evidence of the
ever to be licensed for the public highway were Widowmaker

. . . . tag here
built. With their vast rear spoilers and ‘bolt-on’ =

wheel arch extensions, the 57 cars to emerge
from Weissach rapidly disappeared, mostly into
private collections.

The 993 GT2’s successor would have different
origins. By the late Nineties, it was apparent that
aracing 996 GT2 was not going to be competitive
against essentially mid-engined competition,
and Porsche switched its focus to the GT3 series.
Rather than being a homologation special, the
996 GT2 was destined to become an extension of
the 911 range: Porsche’s flagship, a car for wealthy
enthusiasts and as such a product of marketing

e

The half roll cage leaves
some space for feasible
everyday use

Porsche has
kept the GT2’s
Sports Chrono

f% e e

" conversion is not a
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997 GT2FS
SPEC PART |

BODYSHELL & INTERIOR:
Porsche Motorsport ‘Cup’ front
wings; GT2RS carbon bonnet;
GT2RS front splitter; Fearnsport
sun-screen strip; GT2RS carbon
side intake vents; GT3RS 4.0 rear
quarter plexiglass; GT3RS 4.0
rear screen plexiglass; GT2RS
rear PU; GT2RS carbon exhaust
side vents; 997 Gen2 rear LED
light conversion; GT2RS rear
carbon spoiler lip; GT3RS 4.0
non-roof rack plastic roof rail
covers; GT3RS 4.0 larger wing
mirrors, finished in satin black
and Guards red; GT2FS custom
decals to doors and rear lid;
enlarged intake ducts; removal of
unnecessary sound-deadening;
removal of factory-fit Bose
subwoofer; GT3RS 4.0 Clubsport
fire-extinguisher and bracket;
GT3RS 4.0 Clubsport roll cage;
red Schroth harnesses; red
‘normal’ seat-belts to match
harnesses; GT3RS 4.0 steering
wheel and air bag; carbon

ash tray; Porsche Motorsport
lightweight Lithium battery.

o r
g

5
}
F

ENGINE & TRANSMISSION:
Uprated intercoolers; standard
Akrapovic Ti exhaust — Cats
replaced with Porsche
Motorsport items; uprated
coil-packs and spark plugs; ; ! ]
Fearnsport bespoke re-map; Tomns a1
Sachs competition clutch; !él?ig?n:i?lz—m:;-at, ut -
lightweight flywheel; Porsche . 'be'com'es altogether fnore
Motorsport ‘Cup’ differential. Jruthies S'Whén"n motion

rather than the brainchild of the racing department. The 3.6-litre flat six
e currently serves
It w'ould be bu%lt in larger numbers than Fhe 993 600bhp to the rear
variant, and without that 911’s fierce looking add- wheels, but Lee has
ons, the 996 GT2 would resemble nothing more plans toincrease
that figure shortly

than a variety of the Turbo, which, of course, it
was. But the 996 GT2 was again rear-wheel drive,
with less constrained turbochargers, 110kg less
mass and, surprisingly, no electronic safeguards
bar ABS brakes. It was considerably less benign
than the standard Turbo. Set up by the factory to
understeer, the GT2 could react to over-ambitious
exploration of this tendency by oversteering rather
abruptly. Enough drivers were caught out here to
thus give the 996 GT2 a reputation equalled only
by those original Turbos. That old 911 tagline, ‘the
Widowmaker’, would resurface.

Six years on, Porsche wisely decided to offer
the complete range of PSM and traction control on
its latest GT2, the 997. In any case, the company
had another trick up its sleeve: the new GT2 was
the first production Porsche to have a top speed of
over 200mph, which alone would attract the kind
of headlines that Porsche had always sought. But it
was publicity from a different source that got Lee g



Garner interested in GT2s and led him to the very - Feamsport ol
car in our photos. : rightly lay claim
“I was looking to purchase a new Porsche 997 to a beautiful
Turbo to replace my Audi RS4,” he says. “So I : renditit;r;;fél_l'!g
went to my nearest OPC and saw the GT2. Not
knowing anything about it, other than that it
looked tougher than the Turbo, I started reading
reviews. One of the first I came across was Jeremy
Clarkson’s: he rubbished the 997 GT2, giving it
one star and saying it was a Widowmaker. That
was enough for me; if he didn’t like it then I was
definitely interested!”
It soon struck Lee that the GT2 offered amazing
performance. “I had a GT3 RS 3.8 and was offered Larger air intakes are
an extremely rare RS 4.0, but I was disappointed one of Magy lashings
that for such a huge price premium it seemed to
offer very little more than the 3.8. I've had a few 911
Turbos, and I began to think I could modify a GT2
by lightening it and fitting GT3 running gear for a
lot less money than the price of a 4.0 RS, and get
more power in the bargain.” Lee took this idea to
Matt Counsell at Fearnsport, and the Porsche 997
GT2 FS began to take shape.
“When we started the project in 2011, Porsche
had just launched the GT2 RS. The fact that the
RS had boost increased from 1.4 bar to 1.6 and was
rated at 620bhp showed us that Porsche knew the
engine had much more potential, and it gave us the
confidence to remap the electronics and enhance
boost to produce similar horsepower,” Lee explains.
The former Olympian planned to spend about
£10,000 uprating his year-old GT2, a sum that
would cover engine and suspension upgrades as
well as a bespoke exhaust. But having proved that

The GT2 doesn’t need to
defend its performance
credentials on these
Buckinghamshire lanes,
with the gauntlet instead
thrown down for the new
suspension to impress
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a GT2 could be transformed for less than a new The familiar script
GT3 4.0 RS, the project proved impossible to stop, OIS T——
A personal denotation

and Lee has since gone well over budget as the GT2 from Lee to Porsche

continues to evolve. in motorsport
“The largest part of the additional expenditure

has gone into aesthetics. We’ve fitted most of the

GT2 RS’s bodywork, from the front splitter and

carbon bonnet to the rear bumper and spoiler, and

the only way you can identify the Fearnsport from

the factory GT2 RS is the FS’s lower ride height,

wider Porsche Motorsport ‘Cup’ front wings and

non-standard OZ centre lock wheels,” he explains.
Having got the appearance to his satisfaction, Lee

now wanted his GT2 FS to behave to his standards:

“I very much want to conserve the civilised nature

of the car, to be able to drive to Spa and not climb

out of it feeling I needed to spend a week in traction.

So we haven't stripped out the cockpit; I've kept the

sound system - minus some of the speakers - and

we fitted the half roll cage that doesn’t interfere

with visibility or getting in and out. We also saved

weight by using plexiglass in the rear and back

windows and by removing some sound deadening.”

Lee has also retained the factory lap and diagonal

belt as well as fitting six-point harnesses, with the

latter giving fantastic location. More power has

also been investigated: “We’ve had it running at

over 700bhp, but we were concerned about issues




22 997 GT2FS

of heat and generally stressing the engine more,
which is why we’ve dropped it back to nearer 600,
he says. This has not stopped Fearnsport adding
some distinctly competition-grade components:

a Porsche Cup LSD is married to a Sachs clutch,
and the GT?2 struts have given way to three-way
adjustable bespoke Ohlins units.

Even more ambitious are Lee’s future ideas:
“Eventually we intend to bore the engine out to
3.8 or 39 and fit higher-rated turbos. Fearnsport is
also looking at other types of ECU with a view to
allowing more subtle traction control, for example.
Instead of the usual ‘on-off’ way it works with
the standard engine cut out, we could modulate
it through ignition timing and ‘blend it in’ more. I
believe the GT2 FS can have just the right balance
of power and driveability at around 650bhp, and
I'd like to achieve this with lower boost, perhaps
around 1.2 bar. What I above all don’t want to
compromise is the driveability of the GT2 and the
linear response of the turbos.”

These are entirely admirable aims in a part of the
market where the fascination with boost and output
all too often becomes an obsession, and can cost the
911 the subtlety that makes it so brilliant.

On theroad

The blistering performance of the GT2 is well
documented (530bhp, 0-60 in 3.5 seconds and
60-120mph in seven seconds). With around 100bhp
extra at its disposal, there’s little need to exercise
the upper echelons in performance credentials of
Fearnsport’s modified GT2 here, but what the roads
in the Chiltern Hills do represent, however, is an
acid test of Lee’s prized ‘useability’ of the car.

”»

Despite having
over 600bhp,
the GT2FSis
surprisingly
smooth at low
speeds

GT2 FS SPEC PART Il

BRAKES & SUSPENSION
Front ceramic discs replaced with custom-made
Brembo steels; rear ceramic discs replaced with
standard GT3RS 4.0 steels; Ohlins three-way adjustable
custom suspension with helper springs; various joints
and arms replaced with Porsche Motorsport ‘Cup’
items; hubs converted from standard 5 bolt to GT3RS
4.0 centre-locks all round; GT3RS 4.0 Plastic centre
caps; 9x19-inch front OZ Ultraleggera HLT lightweight
centre-lock wheels with Michelin Cup 245/35 tyres;
12x19-inch rear OZ Ultraleggera HLT lightweight centre-
lock wheels with Michelin Cup 325/30 tyres. Wheels
and tyres fitted at Blackboots 01494 797820.

For more information on Fearnsport and their GT2
tuning packs, call 01327 856993.

First impressions are favourable: the cockpit is
virtually standard - a much nicer place to be than
abare metalled racer’s insides, and we are
reminded how much of an improvement the
997’s interior is on the 996. The bucket seats are
comfortable, the Sachs clutch is meaty and, though
not as heavy as you might expect, the bite point is

quite low. Owner Lee attributes this to its newness.

Certainly, as the day progresses and as bidden by
our photographer, we manoeuvre the FS on quite
steep slopes, yet the clutch readily accepts this
treatment. The gearbox is like the GT3’s: firm and
very precise; steering (with hydraulic assistance)
through the RS 4.0 steering wheel is direct and has
a degree of the feel you would want in a track-
orientated car, which is not to say it mercilessly

below 3,000

The RS kit conversion and
lowered ride height suits
the Fearnsport GT2 well

’

TP L



transmits every detail of Buckinghamshire’s
neglected blacktop through the rim. Even more
surprising is the ride quality offered by the Ohlins
struts, which have a combination of solid and
bushed attachments to the chassis.

Suspension design has progressed since the
uncompromising ride of the 964 RS, and this GT2
FS manages to insulate driver and passenger from
all but the worst potholes while keeping the tyres
on the road. The other striking feature of the FS is
its relative docility: off boost, ie below 3,000rpm,
it offers remarkable performance and a throttle
setting which makes it easy to maintain the low
speeds we are reduced to by tractors and other local
traffic. When serious acceleration is demanded,
the wave of power builds massively and propels
the FS forward like a proverbial rocket. On these
sometimes ridiculously bumpy roads, you can
feel the Ohlins battling to keep the rear wheels in
contact with the road - only a fool would try full
acceleration with traction control switched off
if these surfaces were wet. With such enormous
torque, even the racing limited-slip differential
cannot defy the laws of physics.

' ; ) The classy centre-lock oY
Another comparison with the previous wheel conversioni§an

generation is the arrival of the boost: despite being acknowledgement of the

. GT2's clout on track’
greater than the 996, its take up - though huge and g
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almost instantaneous - seems noticeably more
modulated than the previous generation.

Fearnsport and Lee were wise in their decision
not to interfere overtly with the cockpit, and
Lee has succeeded in maintaining the GT2’s
relative refinement. The flat six is certainly vocal
when solicited, and the Cup differential makes
interesting squishing sounds to let you know
when it is doing its stuff, but otherwise noise
and vibration levels are surprisingly acceptable.
We suspect that the only reproach that could be
made of the FS is the high-speed tyre roar - a
characteristic of all 997s.

At once docile yet quite capable of the brutal
performance that 630bhp moving 1,260kg is
expected to exhibit, the 997 GT2 FS appears to
fill its owner’s ambitions: it is indeed an ultra-fast
track weapon that performs reliably and
undemandingly at normal traffic speeds with
almost the comfort of the base 911. Although the
project has pushed the performance of the GT2
further still, it has also succeeded in taming a car
that has in the past been coined a ‘Widowmaker’.
Rest assured, in the wrong hands it will still do
damage, but this GT2 FS adds a refinement to the
raw nature of a factory GT2. We salute this
accomplishment and look forward to driving the
FS again to see how far Fearnsport has pulled off
Lee’s next challenge of upping the capacity for
more power, without compromising the GT2’s
easy-going temperament. Bl

(]

Thanks

Thanks to Champneys spa resort
in Wiggington Bottom, Tring, for
the use of their premises during
the GT2 FS photoshoot. For more
information on Champneys and
their luxury health resorts, visit the
website: www.champneys.com.
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126|964 RS Vs 964 Cup.

o F()r the Two 964s at the very summit of
ultimate Nineties thrills — but which
represents the greatest fun factor?

O ‘Total 911 pits the esteemed RS against

the thoroughbred Cup to find out... A

Wiritten by Phil Royle

Photographed by Chris Wallbank

JO
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128|964 RS Vs 964 Cup

Porsche 964 RS

It’s a rare thing, the Rennsport 964: with only 2,282 built, just 72 were right-
hand drive. This 964 RS in our pictures is one of the very rare 72, but we're
willing to bet it’s even rarer still: first for being one of the lowest mileage
examples going, with a whisker under 3,000 miles on the clock, and secondly
for having one of the highest ever recorded sale prices, as this immaculate RS in
Midnight blue just sold for £140,000.

The 911 964 Carrera RS was a lightweight special built by Porsche based
on the Carrera Cup cars of the era. Like the 2.7 RS of the early Seventies, the
964 RS was gutted of luxuries like rear seats, underbody sealant, electric
windows, air con and sound deadening. Instead, the RS was fitted with low
inertia touches galore, like an aluminium front lid, lightweight doors, carbon
Recaro bucket seats, super-light Magnesium 17-inch Cup rims and even 3mm
thick (instead of 4.7mm) side windows in an attempt to cut weight. The
Weissach job was a success, stripping 155kg from the C2 it was based upon to
just 1,230kg.

Porsche engineers also ‘blueprinted’ each of the 3.6-litre air-cooled, flat six
Boxer engines — upping the power by 10bhp to 260bhp - and fitted a lightweight
flywheel to the G50/10 close-ratio gearbox. They also seam-welded the chassis
and fitted 40mm lower sports springs, uprated dampers, adjustable roll bars and
bigger ‘Turbo’ model brakes and retuned the ABS system.

All this hard work made the relatively humble 964 C2 worthy of carrying
the famous Rennsport tag. It was lighter, stiffer, stronger and faster, with the
Spartan 964 RS growing in cult car status - and value - as the decades passed.

Some RS models (like this one) included one of the few RS options available:
tri-colour leather covers for the seats. Meanwhile, bodywork colours were
mainly black, silver, Guard’s red, GP white, Rubystone red, Speed yellow, RS
blue or Midnight blue, like this one.

It’s quite surreal to be standing next to a car that’s over two decades old,
yet looks like it has rolled straight out of a Porsche showroom. Having been
mothballed in storage as an investment by its original owner, this RS recently

came into John Hawkins” hands at Specialist Cars of Malton via a trade contract.

John says: “We had a white RS a couple of years ago with just 2,000 miles on
the clock and it sold for £120,000, so values are still on the climb. I think about
the 2.7 RS; we had one about five years back that sold for £60,000. Now they

fetch over £200,000, so maybe there’s still more legs on 964 RS values to come.” g

SPECIALIST CARS,
MALTON

Porsche enthusiast and salesman John Hawkins set up
Specialist Cars over 25 years ago, and it's now one of
the world's leading specialist Porsche dealers, sourcing
and delivering Porsches from all over the world,
including a rapidly rising Far East marketplace.

Their mirror wall showroom in Malton is loaded
with some of the finest road and race Porsches you
can imagine — from historic rally cars to modern road
cars, including an unbelievably cool road-legal 962
Derek Bell Signature Edition with over 700bhp per ton,
retailing at a cool £325,000. The current stock list is “at
pretty low levels” currently, at around £4.5 million and
30-o0dd cars, but it’s still one of the finest collections of
desirable Porsches I've ever seen.

Asked what the appeal of Porsche is, John says:
“Everything works so well with them. You can drive
one to Silverstone, thrash it all day on track, drive it
home again, wash it and it'll all work perfectly the next
morning on your drive to work. They are such iconic,
reliable, desirable cars.”

Want a Porsche? Look no further. Malton will
either have one already or can certainly get one,
prepare it, service it and help you get the most from it.
Pop along to their next ‘Big Breakfast’ event to see for
yourself. Details can be found on the website at
www.specialistcarsltd.co.uk, where you will also find
the current drool-worthy stock list.
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It's a sight to behold,
both inside and in
front of that cabin

," Porsche
refinement
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Porsche 964 Cup

A year after the 964 was born in 1989, the now famous Carrera Cup was created
(following on from the popular 1986-89 944 Turbo ‘Cup’ series), with the first
racing in Germany in 1990, followed by France in 1991 and Japan in 1992. 50 Cup
cars were built in 1990, 120 in 1991, 112 in 1992 and just 15 in 1993. They are

rare, collectable and much-admired 911s with a real place in Porsche
motorsporting history.

Legendary drivers like Walter Rohrl, Olaf Manthey, Uwe Alzen and the
Formula One-famed Mika Hakkinen and Jean-Pierre Jarier (and not to mention
pop star Chris Rea) all got their hands dirty racing in these 964 Cup cars,
further adding to the appeal of this fine Nineties race ace.

The pre-1992 Carreras (with a designated code of M001) were built by
Porsche’s Weissach motorsport division, mainly in GP white and to a
full-on racing car specification: stripped, caged, loaded with lightweight
measures and race safety gear and weighing in at just 1,120kg. They were
the real deal.

On top of the now classic Cup car hallmarks such as the wooden floorboard
on the driver’s side, the 964 deleted everything non-essential and added all
racing must-haves, resulting in a car with a superbly focused setup.

The suspension featured 12-set Bilstein Cup spec dampers, fully adjustable
Eibach progressive rate springs, a five-way adjustable front antiroll bar and
three-way adjustable rear, as well as uprated rubber control arm bushes,
monoball upper strut bearings and vast rear camber adjustability.

Braking power came from modified Turbo-spec discs and calipers, with
aluminium front hubs as well as a switchable ABS (derived from the C4
hydraulic system) to accompany the Pagid racing pads.

The M64/03 3.6-litre engine was similar to that of the RS, being blueprinted
and balanced, and quoted at 260bhp (although reputed to be nearer 300bhp).
Meanwhile, the gearbox was a G50 five-speed with a lightweight flywheel,
competition-spec ratios and a special limited-slip differential with a 20 per cent
load lock and 100 per cent braking lock.

Finally, the racing wheels were one-piece cast Magnesium Cup 17-inch rims
(saving 11kg of unsprung mass alone) from 1990-91 and Speedline 18-inch three-
piece rims from 1992 - with a variety of Pirelli and Michelin slicks. g

The Motec M600
ECU is optimised
for use wi
cylinder engines

The 3. rear wing is ’
ideal for blisteringtrack = F°
use, but may looka little

lairy on the road

Lexan windows help
shed weight from

ROAD READY

You might think turning a full-on race car like this
super-aggressive, hardcore 964 Carrera Cup car into
something road-legal is nigh-on impossible — but not so.
The process for the 964 Cup involves:

1. Fitting a set of road-legal headlights with correct
beam spread and strength, plus indicators all round.

2. Fitting a set of road-legal tyres, with a minimum
tread depth of at least 1.6mm around the complete
circumference of the tyre.

3. Providing confirmation of the dating of the car from
Weissach or Porsche GB in Reading (with a fee of £93).

4. Completion of DVLA form V55/5.

After you've done this, sent the DVLA all paperwork
(V55/5 and Porsche ID) and paid the one-off first road
registration fee of £55 plus road tax, they'll send you a
tax disc and V5 stating that it's road-legal. You will then
be free to take your car on the ring road.

Further
enhancements
to the M64/03
engine take the

Cup past 300bhp
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Racers loved the car. In a previous issue, Olaf Manthey told us that he still
has the fondest memories of racing the 1990 964 Cup he won the inaugural
championship with, and understandably so. It was a weapon; light, agile, grippy
and quick. The Cup race cars, like the RS road-going racers, are incredibly
revered and respected, making them hugely collectable.

Naturally, being race cars, it’s rare to find one that doesn’t have the ‘used’
look and feel - or indeed is still in original specification, as most were used for
different championships with more free regulations after the Carrera Cup. This
one currently for sale is no exception.

Having been used in the Intermarque Championship (which it won in 2002),
Porsche Cup and Open Championships, this Signal orange, twin white Viper
striped example is now a 3.8-litre beast with 344bhp. That comes courtesy of
Mabhle barrels and pistons, Carillo rods and a Genl GT3 crank, Jenvey throttle
bodies, a custom full race exhaust (reducing weight by 66 per cent over the
standard unit), a supplementary oil cooler, custom oil tank and a Motec M600
ECU mapped extremely aggressively, spitting flames while popping and
banging on the overrun.

The car has also been stripped down to just 1,018kg thanks to a glass-
reinforced plastic shell, a 3.8 RS replica rear spoiler, super-light OZ
Magnesio rims plus Lexan side and rear windows. Inside, you can find a
removable Sparco race steering wheel, Cobra carbon race seat, race pedals and
a custom-made carbon dash pod, housing all the race controls like rain maps,
shift lights, Astratech data logging, fuel pump, starter, de-mist and so on.

Following an extensive rebuild very recently (it has run for just ten hours
since), the Cup car also now has a non-ABS GT?2 Evo front brake setup with
T3 rears, a hydraulic tarmac-rally handbrake with manual lock, GT3 Cup gear
change and a modified limited-slip differential.

These two great 911s
each present a very
different appeal

= Astonishingly, the Cup car has
been cleared to Iegally drive on UK highways...



Interestingly (or insanely, depending on how you view it), the car has been Best of all, at just £64,995, given the level of investment that has been poured
registered for UK road use (and is being supplied MOT’d and taxed), so into this Cup car in its 22-year history by Weissach and since, surely this is
you can even use this to blast to the shops should the mood the one to own? You get to use it on the road, thrash it on

take you. << R the track (as a good 964 Cup should be) and, being rare and
acer S packed with pedigree, it’s only going to go up in value.

The greater fun factor? . . For others, the unfettled appeal of the RS and its

But would you want to? It’s a typical race car, being llke thlS refinement is too strong to resist, and understandably so.

temperamental, not keen to start or indeed stay started from For while many have sat in the seat of the Cup car and held

cold, twitchy, stiff, deafening and incredibly hardcore. It’s not One are that steering wheel in the racing grip, the RS is not only

a turn-key, jump-in-and-enjoy 911 like the RS. untinkered, but still relatively box fresh. You're physically
But get it warm, get it rolling and find a nearby circuit, and ® ® owning history here, and if you choose to drive it, the RS

this Cup car will knock seven shades out of the RS - perhaps lncredlbly comes blessed with pace and, crucially, a purification that the

even most things on track. This is a true race-bred classic Cup car can only dream of.

911 - deranged and dedicated in equal measure. With its revered Of course, which is your personal favourite will depend

additional 80bhp and 100kg less weight compared with a largely on whether you buy your cars to marvel at or with.

standard Cup car spec, it’s a very sharp tool for competition.

And that’s what it was built to do: compete. The beauty
of this particular Cup car is that should the mood take you,
you can drive it to and from events and trackdays perfectly
legally. Thinking about it, that’s pretty cool, right?

respected”

But - and here’s our point - we've taken two race-bred 964’s
and shown that despite their extremely contrasting nature at
first glance, they both share that time-honoured ability to put
a smile firmly on the face of its owner. It all comes down to
fun: the question is, how do you get your kicks? S5l
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licas:

A Inspired by this ' . |
£75,000 RS homage, |
Total 911 explores
the appeal of a
replica in our world
of authentic-only
satisfaction

Written by Richard Aucock
Photographed by Alisdair Cusick

eplicas: better than the real thing, or can only the genuine be
enough? It’s a debate that has been going on for decades. Given the
engineering expertise of a multitude of Porsche specialists, the
natural evolution of modern techniques and the ever-increasing
price placed on authenticity, why exactly should replicas be
sneered at? To find out, Total 911 sampled one of the best of the breed: a 1973 911
RS that isn’t quite what it seems.
Based on a regular 1973 2.4-litre 911S, it has been faithfully turned into an RS
over the years - a job that began back in 1990 when a 1984 Carrera bodyshell
was acquired, with all the mechanical bits from the then-rusty 2.4 S being

transferred across. The original 911S engine was also converted into 2.7 RS T T i e %-B_#
b s - i %’mﬂ FRF R - .
spec. Many years of use and tweaks alike have occurred since: Autofarm @ ‘ g vk ‘ﬁ*;‘?‘%{ T "‘ﬁ' -
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carried out the final finish and detail in 2004, with this work alone amounting to the
sum of £10,000.

The result is wonderful: finished to a high standard, it’s utterly beguiling. Because
it’s not an original, it has been allowed to be modified over the years, encompassing
a 911 SC LSD, a 915 five-speed gearbox, Falken tyres and even the electric speedo
drive. This is not an RS that is sitting in a museum gathering dust, but is instead
thrilling both its owner and its onlookers at every opportunity. Surely anyone who’s
seen it won’t sneer at replicas anymore?

Then there’s the price. The car is currently up for sale at £75,000 - and now we
can hear the cries of the detractors: that’s the same price as a brand new 991! More
tempting still, it’s the same price as a 2010 997 GT3, a sublime car that has critical
acclaim in spades and, well, is the real thing. Isn’t that a better option?

Replicas are notoriously frowned upon. They have a huge hill to climb due to
a certain irony that’s hard to ignore - the easiest people to fool are the ones who
probably won’t know or care what or how special it is, and the ones you will have
to work hard to convince are those who probably won’t even entertain the very
thought of purchasing a replica anyway.

People simply like things to be genuine. Witness how important matching
numbers on classics are, and note how much you have to deduct from the potential
sale price of a totally original classic car that just happened to gain a new engine
along the way for evidence of this. We're harsh.

The replica enthusiast
Even more so, we’re very hard on replica owners. So why do they do it? The
business seems to be thriving, and there are always replicas at Porsche shows and in
classified ads. Why, knowing that they’re not real?

It turns out that the answer is quite simple: most owners know they’ll never
get to drive a real one. Indeed, the number of people who can drive one of the
iconic Porsches at all, let alone in anger and in the spirit it was designed to be, is

Here, the original 2.4S engine
was converted to 2.7RS spec

The15-inch
Fuchs wheels
add to the
appearance
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2.7RS REPLICA
should be seen assways of CAR SPEC

o
INSPIRATION: 1973 911 RS
t e DONOR CARS: 1973 911
2.4 S,1984 3.2 Carrera
o

CONVERSION ENGINEERS: Targa

([
, , Autos, Wembley
I e l I I l ‘ ? e ENGINE: 1973 911S (7R crankcase),
a 10 a 1 rebuilt in 1990 by Jonas Zambakides
at Pickup Leask; stainless steel heat

exchangers; twin-pipe silencer; five-
speed 915 gearbox; 911 SC LSD.
POWER: 222bhp (dyno test 2003)
WHEELS: 15-inch Fuchs,

] It may not be 205/50 and 225/50 tyres

) the real thing, DATE IT BECAME A 2.7 RS REPLICA:

d but why let October 1990
that prevent DATE THE PROJECT WAS FINISHED:

'_' you from August 2004

enjoying it?

diminishing all the time. So what’s wrong, they figure, with creating a replica and
using it as it was designed to be instead?

Given a choice between never enjoying an iconic Porsche or recreating one and
being able to drive it (knowing you can fix it if anything goes wrong, without fear of
spoiling its originality or value), isn’t the latter a more tempting option?

Ironically, this is actually how replicas often become so expensive: owners
want them to be as close in feel to the real thing as possible. It means that the price
difference isn’t actually as great as you'd think - the point is, replicas can actually be
driven. Now, which 911 enthusiast wouldn’t celebrate that?

This is where the world of the replica enthusiast comes good; one that celebrates
replicas and acknowledges that they often have interesting stories to tell of their
own. The cars become just as interesting to read about as the very model they’re
impersonating. Just as history and provenance is vital to a classic car, a fully
documented replica is almost guaranteed to have a more interesting past than most.

Let’s take it further: instead of being built on a production line, replicas have had
one-off attention from legions of experts and been poured over in a way that the
stock original would never have. You could thus argue that a replica such as the RS
pictured has more expertise built into it than a generic original - and isn’t all this
investment and focus from engineering and historical greats upon one individual
car worth something? It could certainly be why the good ones are worth the money.

This RS costs a great deal more than a stock 1974 911 - even if it is a sizeable sum
less than an actual RS. How can such sums be justified, argue the detractors? Simply
looking at what has gone into it should be evidence of this. A good replica is this
one-off engineering effort with a fully validated history of its own - and the more
involved and detailed you want it, the more you spend. g
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There comes a limit, of course, but in itself it’s simply another way of policing the
‘real versus replica’ argument. In years to come, there may be odd cases of fraud,
with classic 911s pretending to be iconic 911s, but we’re not quite in the vintage
Ferrari scene yet. Indeed, thanks to Porsche’s famously tireless factory records and
chassis numbering systems, the chances of passing off a pretender as the real thing
are slim anyway.

The replica analogy
To try and get a handle on what a replica is all about, here’s an analogy: they’re
motoring’s equivalent of the musical tribute act; everyone knows they’re not the
real thing. For instance, Wham! are unlikely to reform and play The Red Lion in
Basildon. But the crowd don’t actually care. They want to experience the thrill of
the Wham! jam and be transported back to an event that is otherwise unavailable
to them. They love the music, and chances are they won’t be seeing the real Wham!
playing live any time soon, so this is a way of still enjoying that buzz.
Do onlookers frown at people leaving such gigs and feel the need to point out at
length how they’re not the real thing, or wring their hands and moralise over the
wrongs of trying to pretend people have been to a Wham! concert when actually
they’ve been to no such thing? No. The service the tribute act plays is understood,
and the lines between Dave Smith and George Michael are clearly drawn.
There’s arguably another interesting parallel to replicas in the classic Porsche
world that’s worth discussing: are classic restorations not simply replicas of the real
thing anyway? A ground-up restoration can see every part replaced, thus meaning
nothing is original. And yet, restorations are accepted as being period machines
whose validity is rarely questioned. Why is this, given how principally similar
replicas are pilloried so much?
It’s easy to assume restorations are not trying to be something they’re aren’t,
but in a sense they are. They’re trying to be box-fresh and convince onlookers that
they’ve been cocooned for decades, when in reality they’ve been created much more
recently. Can a Seventies original really be called that if it has been recreated using Details of
amultitude of parts of varying origin, including pattern parts created six months Autofarm’s
ago on a trading estate in Telford? fl"lsegdtl:a/:i?d
Classic restorations are beautiful things, and are celebrated - and priced - spoiler, flared

accordingly. But they are not original, yet nobody seems to mind. Onlookers g ::;l::?:l :c:ry' o
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£ =2 - The 1972 911
@ @F‘“- 2.8 RSR replica
PRICE: £79,995
ON SALE: DK Engineering
URL: www.dkeng.co.uk/ferrarisales
/292/Prestige_Cars Porsche_911_28_
RSR_Inspired_Replica.html

Not just any RS, but a 2.8 RSR,
complete with genuine-look lightweight
body panels. It's based on a 1972 2.4T,
and was actually raced in historic
championships as a 2.7 RS replica,
before being used as a road car and, in
2008, undergoing a major restoration
into 2.8 RSR guise. Like the Autofarm
RS, it's completely useable and utterly
convincing, apart from one glorious irony: the engine is
actually 3.2 litres and 300bhp.

The affordable
2.7 RS replica

- PRICE: £30,000
ON SALE: Christopher Jackson Ltd
URL: www.christopherjacksonltd.com/vehicle.
asp?id=768&Used-Porsche-911-Carrera-RS-2.7-Replica

Some would be more willing to entertain a replica if it
was a bit more affordable: it's all about the psychology
of not spending too much on something that's not
genuine. How about a very well detailed RS, then?
Based on a 1984 3.2 Carrera, this car has the right bits
outside, the correct seats and even an RS carpet set
and door panels. At this price, the 3.2 Carrera bits are
easier to spot — look at that dashboard for one — but
that's something you could fix. As it stands, it's an RS
you use every day. What a tribute to a great car.

r % The Paul

v Stephens 911
PRICE: Up to you
URL: www.paul-stephens.com

Paul Stephens is a 911 specialist who's gaining a
growing reputation as a 911 creator. In true replica
fashion, the firm takes good modern 911s and makes
them look like iconic classic 911s. The difference is that
Stephens embraces the inherent flexibility in the replica
world and focuses on making something great rather
than identical. If it mixes RS, RSR and standard bits, so
be it: you decide. It's the perfect example of a car being
inspired by another. The above 2.7 RS Touring replica is
currently for sale at £34,995.

- The ver
ol SSs—., affordable 2.7
G - @ RS replica

- PRICE: £19,995

ON SALE: Private ad

URL: classifieds.pistonheads.com/classifieds/used-
cars/porsche/911-pre-89/rhd-911-carrera-73-rs-2-7-
lightweight-replica/436998

Instead of spending £15,000 on a regular 3.2 Carrera,
why not fork out a bit more and get something totally
unique? Call it the 3.2 Carrera tribute to the RS -
something the factory could quite convincingly have
made itself. Fibreglass body panels throughout give it
the look, and while the giveaways are obvious, they're

Of the actual ¢ J Sg b Ift
1,580 '73 RSs almost in keeping with it: a replica that takes the spirit
made, just 117 of the RS without trying to completely mirror it at a

were right- reasonable price tag. Not many 3.2 Carreras have had

hand drive this much attention lavished on them.
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celebrate and admire them, and never get angry or sniffy. Contrast this with
the reaction to a replica. Doesn’t it now seem a bit odd?

The replica manifesto

It’s time to look at the replica in a new light. Instead of pretending to be the

real thing, why not consider replicas as cars that have been inspired by the real
thing? In the process, why not turn a negative into a positive? After all, a simple
shift in emphasis could transform how we view such cars.

Replicas honour the greats from 911 history and let many more people
experience the thrill of a genuine classic without the cost, impracticality and
basic impossibility of actually driving a genuine classic. By being seen out on
the road and in action, they are inspiring a whole new breed of classic RS fans
in the process, too.

What about those enthusiasts with the furrowed brows? Well, they know
yours isn’t an actual 73 RS. But they of all people should know why you’'ve
worked so hard to make a tribute to it: surely they can then praise the level of
detailing you've achieved, enjoy the stories of how it came about and even see

il ===
Thanks

With thanks to the Weston Manor
hotel for the location:
http://themanorweston.com

such cars as ways of enhancing the reputation of the real thing, rather than
detracting from it?

After all, if something is good enough to breed a whole host of impersonators
then there must be something about it. Maybe we should see replicas as a way
of keeping the reputation alive, then. Everyone, therefore, has a very important
part to play in the history of the car.

The replica verdict

Bad replicas are awful. They’re the epitome of suburban chintz and snobbery,
like using Harrods bags to bring back the shopping from Farm Foods. They
are the rotten old classic 911 with a shiny respray. But just as bad classics don’t
detract from the good ones, embarrassing replicas shouldn’t put you off the
best ones (even though, for many, they do).

They may not be the real thing, but in some ways a replica is even better
than that: you can use them in the manner they were designed for, and without
fear. Given a choice between never driving a 2.7 RS and enjoying the treats of a
convincingly built replica, I know which option I'd pick. What about you? Sl
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What happens when a fish-obsessed Brit
moves to California, buys a 911 Turbo and
reprograms its electronic soul? Total 911 lifts
the lid on the shark tank



_ _ ; ! _. our human |
- radar for quite a while now: they’re the
‘ultimate lean, mean, killing machine.

Online knowledge dictates that the

earliest shark dates back more than
420 million years, so their predatory traits are
firmly baked in our consciousness. Sharks never
stop - not even to sleep - and are always up for a
fight. If the science behind the sea predators on
their own wasn’t awesome enough, sensationalised
stories on screen have taken their legend to a whole
new level, too.

Discovery Channel’s Shark Week has been going
strong for a quarter of a century, and now attracts
30 million viewers. One such die-hard fan is Alex
Ross. Born in London at the end of the swinging
Sixties, Alex was hooked on Selachimorpha (the
scientific name for sharks) well before Discovery
spotted the gap in the market. School friends

quickly cottoned on to his passion, soon applying
the obvious nickname, and ‘Sharky’ Ross was born.
“I was into two things,” remembers Alex. “Sharks
and computers. I was one of those teenagers who
lived for performance data: things that pushed
the envelope. Sharks were top of their food chain,
and the fight to stay on top was constant. The
search for faster computers was along the same
lines: industry giants in an unpredictable ocean,
scared that the minnows were smarter and faster.
The big guys had to work hard to survive, so
innovation was everywhere.
“Following technology became my
fascination. Before the advent of blogging, I @
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wrote online about who was on top and who looked
like fish food. That website, called Sharky Extreme,
built an audience. Computer firms started sending
us products for testing and promoting their wares
on our site. It grew and grew: three years later came
our first buyout offer, then another, and another.
Eventually, the right number came, and we called

it a day.

“By then, I had moved to California, close to
Silicon Valley. I was happily settled and had some
money in the bank - I'd started this website just out
of school and took it right to the top. Now, it was
time to live a little: buy some toys and blow off some
steam. Growing up in London in the Seventies had
given me a real taste for supercars. I'd always liked
the 911 shape and the Turbo badge they stuck to the
really fast ones, so I bought myself a 996 Turbo.

“Selling a business that has occupied every
waking moment of your life for years leaves a big
hole to fill. As good as the 996 Turbo was, it wasn’t
enough: I needed more speed. It then occurred to
me: this thing was run by computer, so maybe I
could make it faster, just as I'd done to PCs. I did
some research and found that the chips used in cars
were the same things we’d been tweaking for years.
I found the ECU, pulled it out and got to work.

As Sharky continues, ECU tuning was almost
impossible back then. “Chips were soldered in
place, so removing them to modify was a total
black art. To start with, tweaking data was all we
did, taking our Turbo to the drag strip to compare
software versions. Datalogging with Stone Age

the UK for their
Race and Street
valve-controlled
exhausts...
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peccable taste
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software offered hints of a direction to follow, but
it wasn’t completely specific. We needed someone
who was clever with cars, and I knew just the man.”

That man was James Hendry, a friend from
a forum called Fun Cars. James was a Porsche-
trained technician who was well into tuning, and
the two men hit it off instantly: “We swapped a
few posts, talked about projects and it snowballed
from there,” Sharky says. “We entered some
tuning competitions, kept running the drag strip
and eventually claimed the National Hot Rod
Association’s street car quarter-mile record at 10.5
seconds, with a terminal speed of 138mph. It took 18
months for someone to beat us!”

At that point, Sharky’s partner, Joan, who had
also been his business partner on the computer
website, suggested a merger of talents and
experience to turn this fast-moving hobby into a
business. “We reached an agreement in 2005, and
that’s how SharkWerks was born,” confirms Sharky.

The SharkWerks HQ

Upon arriving at SharkWerks’ base in Fremont,
California, it’s obvious that this is no regular
Porsche shop. The first clue is a Toyota RAV4
parked outside, with ‘electric vehicle’ stickers down
its flanks. Next to that is another electric car. 'm all
for electric technology, but I wonder for a moment
if we're in the right place.

“California is beautiful, but normal driving here
is not easy,” says Alex. “Fuel prices soar up and
down, and rush hour traffic is crazy. For those of
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Nllany Ol1ls arrive at
SharkWerks straight
from the factory,
ready.for tweaking

us who are forced to drive to the office, the daily
commute can be soul destroying.

“There’s a lot of bad press around electric cars,
but it’s good technology that makes life easier. Low-
emission cars in California can use car sharing
lanes with only one person, so commuting is faster,
not to mention cheaper. My RAV4 is a factory
conversion and fully electric: I've got a plug-in point
at work, which makes it simple to live with.” The
nearby Tesla factory heightens EV consciousness.

Tesla hasn’t answered every question regarding
electric cars, but they understand the importance
of performance in changing mass behaviour.
Combustion engines struggle to match the instant
surge of torque from electric motors. Porsche
now fits electric power to racing cars (GT3R
Hybrid) and the latest Panamera Sport Turismo.
Current EV thinking might not be the ultimate
solution, but a revolution could be right around the
corner, especially here in California. By using and

...as well as internal
upgrades for even
more power
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understanding EVs, SharkWerks can easily keep in
touch with progress.

Keeping abreast of the EV revolution makes
good business sense in this part of the world, but
SharkWerks is not short of work in the meantime.
Having spent the last seven years building a
reputation for easy-going professionalism that
ultimately leads to Porsche satisfaction, owners
have complete trust in the team. “We're now at
the point where some people are buying cars and
not driving them in standard form,” Alex explains.
“The new car is delivered to the dealer, the
customer tells us when it’s arriving, we collect the
car on their behalf and add our suggested upgrades
before they use it themselves.”

Taking the tour

Sharky shows us the TechArt 991 Carrera sitting
in front, delivered to SharkWerks from new and
upgraded before customer delivery. It’s quite a vote

The SharkWerks
logo is sleek and
unassuming,
much like their
performance
upgrades

of confidence. Sharing the workshop with TechArt
is a clutch of GT3s and late-model Turbos, a much-
modified Cayman R in silver and, surprisingly, a
904 in Signal Orange.

“That’s James’ car,” says Dan Kennedy, the
team’s fourth member. “It’s a replica built by Chuck
Beck in Georgia. James is collecting the parts for a
serious engine build.” A long-time fan of the drag
strip, Dan is most owners’ first point of contact at
SharkWerks’ HQ. His Porsche tuning experience
was honed on the 996 Turbo and has gathered pace
ever since, so Dan knows SharkWerks’ products
better than anyone.

“We sell a lot of parts overseas, particularly our
own brand of exhausts. The Middle East, Asia and
Australia, Malaysia, Singapore: our exhausts pass
noise testing anywhere and people love the sound.
Our products are very popular with people who
really drive their cars: they often take them to the
track. We get calls from all around the world from

people who have questions on which way to go
with development.

“In America, there’s a big demand for expert
input on tuning and upgrades. We work on
everything from Cayman to Cayenne, Panamera
to 911, and people send them in from everywhere.
The biggest interest right now comes from owners
of 2009 to 2012 911 Carreras. Our X-pipe has been
well received on those cars: owners like how well it
works with the PSE (Porsche Sport Exhaust).

“Mail order parts make up much of our business,
but our workshop is also important. There’s
a steady stream of GT3s coming in for track
preparation, suspension modifications and our
exhausts: all different parts we make for those cars.
Despite having eight official Porsche centres in this
part of California, we also do quite a bit of servicing
and, of course, software upgrades.

Dan continues: “People want more power - they
want to track them and so on - so we’re bigon Q@
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working environment:
not bad by any standards

suspension tuning. Centre radiator conversions are
also in demand to keep the temperatures down on
track. A Boxster Spyder owner who races at Laguna
Seca saw temperatures fall from 220 degrees to 195
just by adding the radiator. The conversion is a trick
we learned from Tiptronic cars.

“The third radiator is all done using Porsche
factory parts, which owners really like. We try to
use Porsche parts where possible, when they’re
not superseded by aftermarket developments.
SharkWerks is one of very few places in the US that
can open, rebuild and strengthen the 996 T'T, 997
TT and GT3 engines with factory tooling and our
own custom parts.

hirkWerks

/l;lves up to its lofty
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“Tuning a car is more than just power. We
increase throttle response using lighter flywheels
and throttle body conversions. We spend a lot
of time on transmission upgrades and properly
installing limited-slip differentials. Guards
Differentials are not too far away, and we've got a
great relationship there, too.”

SharkWerks are well renowned for their
groundbreaking 3.9-litre GT3 conversions
at present, which is an interesting topic of
conversation for Dan, who says: “Some believe
that the all-round flexibility of that engine forced
Porsche to go one better with the 4.0 RS. For Turbo
cars, we bring more power: EVOMS kits can take
top speed on a 997 Turbo to more than 230mph.

“Our promise is to only sell and install parts that
have been tested on our own vehicles, including our
range of exhaust systems developed in-house. We
stock parts and technology from EVOMS, TechArt,
Werksl, Tubi, Cargraphic, Brembo and Bilstein: our
most popular coil-over system is the Bilstein PSSO.
We also sell HRE & Champion Motorsport wheels,
so we're well placed to deliver something special.”

SharkWerks takes so many calls for advice on
tuning normally aspirated 911s that the company
has added a series of tuning guides to its website,
covering everything 997 related. “We’ve done most
of the 997 models and are working on more,” says
Alex. “Our projects section covers all the other
things we do: Panamera, Cayenne, Cayman and 911
Turbos - so there’s a lot of education there. We'll
keep adding documents and information and let
people make their own minds up.

“Sharing information openly and honestly has
been my philosophy since I started online. Whether

asplratlons

it’s PC chips or Porsche tuning, we treat our readers
as intelligent individuals. We share our results,

tell people what worked and what didn’t and help
them get the most fun from their equipment. It’s a
formula that has served SharkWerks well for more
than seven years; if it’s not broken, leave it alone!”

So ends our trip to SharkWerks. It’s been all we
expected and more. Brand names need energy - the
promise of excitement and reward. We want brand
names that resonate with us, and are backed by
owners who know how to honour each customer as
an individual.

Such lofty aspirations are a challenge to find, but
SharkWerks lives up to them. Sharks are
adrenaline-fuelled and always on the move; Werks 1
was where Ferry carved a brand that brought us
motoring icons. As a pair of words coming together
to excite Porsche owners, I can think of few better.
Behind the brand, SharkWerks’ reality rocks. Sl

CONTACT
SHARKWERKS

If you're interested in the extensive tuning range that
SharkWerks have to offer, simply call in directly,

or for UK and European customers, visit the
SharkWerks website:

SharkWerks

4526 Enterprise Street, Fremont, CA 94538
Phone: (510) 651-0300

Fax: (510) 743-0232

Web: www.sharkwerks.com

Email: info@sharkwerks.com
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2011 BILSTEIN shock absorbers and suspensions. For all suspension requirements from
P prer universal spare parts to tuning, or motor sports; with BILSTEIN you can experience both

technology and quality — every time you drive. BILSTEIN — The Driving Experience.

www.bilstein.com ¢ 0116 247 8930




YOUR LOCAL PORSCHE CENTRE APPROVED BODY REPAIRER

Fastlane's paint and body service starts from the moment you contact us and ends when we return your car, looking
like new. Contact Fastlane and we’ll do the rest.

‘For your peace of mind’ All Porsche repairs come with a unigque Porsche lifetime guarantee
FPORSCHE GE Bodyshop of the year 2011 Commended

PRESTIGE ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE

St. Albans Centre Soothouse Spring, Valley Road Ind. Estate, St. Albans, AL3 6PF T: 01727 852 147 F: 01727 846 019
Ascot Centre Queens Road, Sunninghill, Ascot, Berkshire, SL5 8AF T: 01344 622 267 F: 01344 874 212

www.fastlanepab.co.uk

REDITEK

© REDTEK SPECIALIST IN PORSCHE 911 ROAD
RACE AND RALLY ENGINES AND GEARBOXES.

© CLASSIC FACTORY SPEC REBUILDS WITH
TODAY'S TECHNOLOGY.

® IN-HOUSE, FULLY EQUIPPED CNC MACHINE
SHOP, DEALING WITH ANY RECONDITIONING,
SPECIALISED MACHINING, REPAIR OR
REMANUFACTURING OF RARE AND
OBSOLETE COMPONENTS.

© ONE OF THE VERY FEW COMPANYS
DEDICATED TO BUILDING AND MACHINING
ENGINES AND GEARBOXES.

Tel: 01280 841911 or O7799 855911
Email: nick@redtek.co.uk VWeb: www.redtek.co.uk



he 911 had been in production
for almost two years when
Porsche announced the S high-
performance version in July 1966.
Delivery began the following
year, and quickly confounded critics who had
complained the 911 was lacking in the ultimate
performance stakes. Racing experience in the
Porsche 904 had shown that the 2.0-litre engine
remained reliable even when tuned to 210bhp,
and the 911S confidently upped the standard
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91I’s compression ratio from 9:1 to 9.8:1. With
modifications to carburation and exhaust, the S
produced a heady 160bhp at 6,600rpm. Weighing
only 1,050kg to boot, the car had a turn of speed
that only exotic Italian models with twice the
cubic capacity could seriously improve on, and it
duly became the top-of-the-line mass produced
911 until it was displaced by the 2.7 Carrera in 1973.
A historical marker, only with the 997S 3.8 would
Porsche reintroduce a more powerful naturally
aspirated S not just of a higher specification. 2

Complete Guide: 9118\ 51 ‘

he S was top of the mass-
produced line until it was
displaced by the 2.7 Carrera
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The G series
signalled a major
facelift, featuring
impact bumpers for
the first time

orsche-badged cars originated as VW
P Beetle-based two seaters sold largely for

competition use, which in the early post-war
years was as casual as it was spontaneous, with
sprints and hillclimb events seemingly taking place
almost everywhere. Porsche itself went to Le Mans
in 1951 - a brave decision so soon after the war -
but it paid off with a class win and cemented the
Zuffenhausen firm’s strong reputation.

In the Fifties, Porsche production would be
divided between its 356 Coupes and mid-engined
racers. Competition success was what sold the
road-going Porsches, and by 1961 had endowed
Zuffenhausen with the confidence and financial
momentum to build a completely new model.
Launched in 1964, the 911, which had a flat six
instead of a flat four, marked a huge advance on
the venerable 356, itself withdrawn and replaced by
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the 912 (effectively a 911 housing
the 356 1.6-litre flat four, but still capable of
113mph). The 912, which even outsold the 911 in
the US for a couple of years, effectively became
the entry model of a three-car range. The top
model would be the high-performance S, but early
development problems with carburation and
suspension meant that its announcement did not
come until 1966, with the launch taking place
the following year.

The 911S was the Porsche that enthusiasts
and amateur racers had been waiting for: here
was a light, agile sports car ready to take on bigger
engined and far more expensive competitors
on the autobahns and win on the track in
production car competition. Tuned versions
would take three consecutive Monte Carlo rallies
at the hands of luminaries Vic Elford and

Nl i I nmninumnumnnge
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EVOLUTION

“In the Fifties, Porsche production

eyesight (or a historical footing, for that

matter) will recognise the 911 as the evolution

CWas d11ded betee 356 Coupes
Both rear-engined and lightweight, the

911 carried over the high set bumpers and

enlarged windows of its elder statesman. | 4 2
Other changes for the 911 included the and mld englned

introduction of the familiar Porsche badge

on the front bonnet, with indicators recessed

into the body, While'the descent from roof to | racers

rear bumper is noticeably more linear. Lighter
Fuchs wheels also adorned the S model,
and would continue to be used on further
evolutions of the marque at large.

The engine was completely overhauled,
too, with the cylinder capacity upped from
four cylinders in the 356 to six with the 911.

Bjorn Waldegérd, who served to confirm the 91I's
status as the car that every other competitor was
desperate to beat.

Mechanical fuel injection would briefly replace
carburettors in 1968, but the S reverted to twin
Webers in 1970 as the capacity increased to 2.2
litres and then 2.4 litres, by which time power had
increased to 190bhp. Eventually, the 911 was to
receive its first major restyling: the 1974 G Series,
complete with impact bumpers foisted upon them
by US safety legislation. This brought with it a
repositioning of the 911 range, using the 2.7 engine
to comprise the 150bhp base model, while the S had
175bhp and the Carrera used the 210bhp unit fitted
in the RS. In 1977, Porsche duly simplified the range

ascension fora

. $ " TheSmodel
- wasa natural

. X scompany that
with the announcement of the single model 3.0 SC . enjoye
and, later on, the Turbo, which was bored out to a _racing success

o

3.3-litre capacity. @
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Style

Ithough built on the same principles as
A the 356, with a rear-mounted boxer motor

behind the transaxle, the Porsche 901 - or
911, as it became known - did not have a panel
in common with its predecessor. A full unitary
construction, the 911 was two inches narrower, but
longer and with a greater wheelbase. Strikingly
modern looking when launched and with more
sweeping lines and a far greater glass area than the
356, Porsche hoped that this new body style might
last for about ten years. In the event, this design
effectively went unchanged for almost a decade, but
then the styling changes that Porsche introduced
- largely to the front and rear of the 911 - were
dictated by circumstance.

The S was not differentiated from the base and
later mid-range E models except with badging and
Fuchs alloy wheels, which were a standard fit but
proved so popular that they became an option on
other 911s. Internally, the S was identical, with the
now familiar five-instrument dashboard and five-
speed gearbox. The main differences were out of
sight: the S was the first 911 to have ventilated disc
brakes, and it was also fitted with a double antiroll
bar at the rear in anticipation of the demands that
would be placed on its cornering abilities.

The advent of the G series saw the S relegated
to the middle of the range and the ignominy of a

911S SPECIFICATION & PRICING

four-speed gearbox, though most were ordered
with the optional five-speed. Internally, the G series
cars benefited from Porsche’s new ‘tombstone’
seats with integrated head restraints and the first
edition of the rather bland ‘safety’ steering wheel.
The Targa option was also available from 1967, as
was Porsche’s ‘Sportomatic’ four-speed clutchless
manual transmission. o)

Only small revisions were ever made
to the interior and bumpers of the
classic S model. However, the iconic
Fuchs wheels would remain

(]
Gener at ].OI].S Introducing the 911S family tree: 000U

1962

(1968 model with
mechanical fuel
injection: 170bhp

restoration needed

2.0S: 2.2S: 2.4s: 2.7S: r
Specification +1,991cc 80x66mm | « 2,195cc 84x66mm *2,341cc *2,687cc . ey

» 160bhp @ + 180bhp@ 6,500rpm 84x70.4mm 90x70.4mm — .
6,600rpm » 20.3mkg@5,200rpm | + 190bhp « 175bhp

*18.2mkg * Weber carburettors @6,500rpm @5,800rpm arrera
@5,200rpm * 22mkg@5,200rpm | 24mkg

« Weber « Weber carburettors |  @4,000rpm Throughout the Fifties, Porsche often used the ‘S’
carburettors + K-Jetronic injection

appellation to denote tuned models. The 356 closest
in spirit to the 911S is probably the 2.0-litre Carrera
of the 1962 356B, which used the four cam flat four.

@6,800rpm These were usually purchased for fast road and
18.5mkg circuit use, but such was the complexity and cost of
@5,500rpm) . .
- making the Fuhrmann engine that Zuffenhausen
Price now: Top spec | £80,000 £80,000 £85,000 £30,000 built few. Porsche needed a bigger engine with
Price now: Total £15,000 £15,000 £15,000 £4,000

more development potential, which was part of the
reasoning behind the move to a flat six.



“I'he Porsche 911 design effectively
=g unchanged
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No S models were exported to the US in 1968, with the L model (in S guise, but with a
normally tuned engine) made available to customers instead. The S returned for 1969

964 Turbo S

Porsche used S to distinguish tuned models, but it
was 1992 before it was again applied to a 911. This
was the short production-run 381bhp ‘Leichtbau’ 3.3
Turbo S, built by Weissach to homologate the 911
Turbo for the American IMSA series, lightened with
a heavily reworked version of the 3.3 turbo engine.
Paul Frére recorded 0-60mph in 4.7 seconds and
exceeded 180mph, but concluded that so massive
was the boost of the single blower that it was too
much of a handful for the public road.

1996

Although the design of the 993 was something of a
compromise - retaining the roofline and exposed
wipers of the 964 - it proved to be a success. Many
observers thought the 1995 Carrera 4 with its wider
Turbo body was even better looking, so for 1996
Porsche introduced the 993S, which too had the
Turbo hips and deeper front valance. It also had the
Turbo’s suspension and brakes, but the engine was
the standard 285bhp VarioRam unit. Today, it can
sell for a 50 per cent premium over the plain 993.

997S

At last, Porsche again produced a genuinely faster

S version of the naturally aspirated 911. When the
997 superseded the 996, two engine sizes were
proposed: the 3,596¢c unit, a development of

the previous engine, and a new 3,824cc version.
Developing 355bhp against 325bhp of the stock

997, the new S was capable of 0-60 in 4.7 seconds
and had a top speed of 187mph. Porsche has again
continued the power differentiation between the 911
and 911S on the current 991 generation.




Complete Guide: 911S

The mechanical

twin-series injection

pump from Bosch was
preferred on the 901/02 engine
instead of the as-yet unproven
K-Jetronic, which was used later

“These engines like to rev,

—,

e

a very fast car by Sixties standards, able to
leave British competitors like the Austin Healey
3000 and Lotus Elan in its wake, but the S moved
the proposition to an altogether higher level. Paul
Fréere recorded 0-60mph in 6.8 seconds for the
2.0-litre S and a top speed of 138mph. The 1970 2.2
S was comparable, taking seven seconds to reach
60mph and managing a higher 143mph maximum.
The 2.4-litre S had the same top speed, but sprinted
to 60mph in 6.6 seconds.

and racing them to
limit is

Performance

. erformance was what the S was all about.
The 911 with 130 horsepower was already

With a 911, it was how it accelerated that
mattered: all the pre-1973 S models developed
their maximum power at 6,500rpm or above and
maximum torque came in at 5,200rpm. These
engines really like to rev, and racing them to
the limit is hard to resist, especially given the
intoxicating mechanical soundtrack of the flat
six and the incomparable wail of the exhaust.

In 2012, on the other hand, an S designed for the
open roads of the Sixties can be hard work in slow
traffic, requiring frequently oiled plugs and slightly
embarrassing throttle blipping. It is thus easier to
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The S is great for
open road use, but can
be a lot of work in traffic

N

« Authentic, vintage 911 experience.

« Very rewarding to drive in the right conditions.

« Likely to prove a strong investment.

» Cheaper 2.7 S a lighter and simpler alternative to
the later and more common SC and 3.2 models.

* Rust-free cars are rare and expensive.

« Beware reconstructions/replicas.

* The pre-1973 911S is not an everyday car — needs
space and dry roads to be enjoyed properly.

« 2.7 S looks much like any other G Series 911.

You need a feel for older cars to appreciate a
911S fully and to be able to accept its modern
day limitations, but if it fits in your lifestyle
(and your garage) then the only challenge will
be finding a genuine, rust-free example.

understand the popularity today of the less highly
strung T and E variants.

The G series 2.7 S is very different. US emissions
regulations obliged the replacement of the Webers
with K-Jetronic fuel injection, and while the 2.7
managed 138mph, its 0-60 time of 8.5 seconds
reveals the effect of the extra 50kg of body changes
and this flat six’s reluctance to rev, with maximum
torque produced at only 4,000rpm. Easier to drive
than the earlier 911S, it lacks the visual simplicity
of pre-1973 cars, though its rarity means the 2.7 S is
worth a lot less than the slim-bumpered versions.

nmilnnnn

ith light, direct steering and that
extraordinarily willing flat six,
the 911S invites keen driving, but

beware: though anyone familiar with air-
cooled 911s will be instantly at home, the 911S
is very much a product of its time. The driver
has to adjust to a Porsche which is immensely
responsive, but whose road holding is on a
different level from its performance. Despite a
new chassis on 4.5-inch rims and narrow tyres,

“The earliest 911s
were so unpredictable
that Porsche even
fitted weights in the
front bumpers!”

from the outset the 911S’s handling was never
for the faint-hearted. Although there is less of
the 356s fierce oversteer, the back will break
away at anything approaching fast cornering
speeds. Indeed, the earliest 911s were so
unpredictable that Porsche even fitted weights
in the front bumpers!

Technical director Ferdinand Piéch pressed
his engineers hard, adjusting the front struts
and lengthening the wheelbase by 6cm. At the
same time, advances in tyre technology and
wider tyres meant that better road holding was
achieved by having more rubber in contact

e rear end of
the 911S had a
reputation for
swinging out
without warning
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e 911S isn’t beginner-friendly
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The eventual introduction of wider
tyres contributed to better road holding

with the ground. A lip fitted to the front valance
on the G-series S also reduced high speed front
end lift.

Former works driver Richard Attwood has
fond recollections of the ‘company’ 2.0-litre 911S
he drove in the late Sixties: “Porsche expected
us to take them to all the race meetings so that
the paddock looked full of Porsches. The S was
great to drive even though it had no torque below
5,000rpm, but it was an expert’s car - the back
would start to go and you had to be very quick. I
still wish I had mine, though.”
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Was the success
of last season
expected? Why
did he go racing
in Australia? And

what’s with

his obsession

to coffee?

Carrera Cup GB driver and rising superstar Ben Barker
takes a break from the cockpit of his racing 911 to answer the
very best of your reader questions

en Barker is a man with an attitude that

belies his age. At only 21-years old, the

racing protégé throws up an uncommon

scenario for Total 911’s own editor, who

is not used to conducting an interview
in the world of Porschedom with someone of a
similar youth.

Not that you would know it, though. Standing at
six-foot four and strolling around the Brands Hatch
pit lane with all the aplomb of a seasoned pro,
the racer innocently suggests a presence that
demands respect. His performances on track in the
2012 Carrera Cup GB do justice to command
as such, too. The Cambridgeshire boy marked
his accreditation as a rising star by finishing second
in his maiden full season in the competition, before
being on the receiving end of an unexpected call-up
to a race in the Porsche Supercup at the tail end
of last year.

This level of pedigree at such a young age
naturally induces a whole host of questions from
fans and interested rivals alike, and after readers of
Total 911 were given the opportunity to forward
their own interrogations via the internet, Ben
graciously sat down to answer the best in between
running hot laps in his 997 Cup car. You didn’t hold
back, and in fairness, neither did he...

Written by Lee Sibley
Photographed by Daniel Pullen

BEN BARKER PROFILE

» Age: 21

* Height: 64"

» Weight: 70kg

* Place of birth: Cambridge,UK

+ Hobbies & interests: Surfing, snowboarding,
downhill biking, gym

* Most memorable racing moment: My first ever
victory at Knockhill, Scotland

* Racing hero: James Hunt

« First race car: Van Diemen LAO9

« Favourite circuit: Bathurst

What made you want to participate in racing in
the first place, Ben?

Neil Hague, via email

It was my mum! I was nine-years old, and she pretty
much dragged me into it. She had raced for Renault
in her own career and wanted me to try it, so I gave
karting a go - and loved it.

At what point did you think you could have

a career in racing?

Aaron Bonner, via Twitter

At no point, really - certainly not in karting. I
couldn’t relate karting to real racing, as I had never
raced. T hadn’t even passed my driving test at the
time! When you can’t relate to it, it’s hard to want it,
I suppose. It wasn’t until here at Brands Hatch when,
aged 15, my mum took me out in a “T’car (little
Touring car) that I realised it was what I wanted to
do. From then, I had to be a racing driver.

Karting is one thing, but car racing is quite
another. How did you find your way from

one to the other?

Darren Kench, via Twitter

Well, simply, I found a budget and jumped into
Formula Ford. It came about as the team owner
lived opposite me in my village, and Iwent to 2






school with his daughter, so he always knew me
and invited me along to test. We were quite quick in
testing, too, and I really liked the step up. As I said,
we then found something of a budget and managed
to scrape through the first year in Formula Ford.

How did you find the step up with

Formula Ford?

Leonard Scholl, via email

I was scared when I first started in Formula Ford;
absolutely bricking it! My first time was in a race at
Silverstone, and I remember thinking as I got into
the car, “This is crazy, how do people even race

like this?” It took some getting used to, but after the
second and third day I was at ease with the changes
in environment, and was eager to get more out of
the car. It has to be said, though, after that first day I
was glad to go home!

How exactly did you end up racing in Australia?
Mark Featherstone, via Twitter

A good friend of mine lives there, so I went out

and was able to compete in Formula 3 for a very
affordable price. I was eager to tick it off on my
racing CV, so I did Formula 3 for a year and
managed to win the championship, beating Mitch
Evans (who’s just won the GP3 Championship). Just
from that, I got Total Oil on board as a sponsor last
year for the Porsche Carrera Cup Australia.

When was your first experience in a Porsche?
Jaari Johanna, via Twitter

It was in Australia. As I'd just won Formula 3, they
gave me a little test in a 911 as the Carrera Cup was
coming back there. It was at a little track called
Mallala in Adelaide - don’t go there by the way,
it’s an awful track - but I absolutely loved the car.

Ben and his 997 Cup car shone
in the 2012 Carrera Cup GB

“'man
original
British kid
backin UK
racing”

6l

Considering Porsche’s worldwide motorsport
pedigree, I knew that was a direction I'd like to
go in. It’s so vast - your career can literally go
anywhere with a Porsche.

Do most youngsters try to find their way Down
Under these days, or is your route into the
Carrera Cup rather unnatural?

Matt Widdowson, via email

It’s not very natural at all. V8 Supercars is massive
there, and Porsche Carrera Cup Australia is part
of the V8 Supercars package, so you’re in front of
everything: TV cameras, big crowds. It was a great
chance for me to be in the limelight. The news of
how I was doing eventually started making it back
to here, but it took a bit of time!

By then I'd decided I wanted to come back to
Europe anyway. I was finding it incredibly hard to
break into that coveted V8 setup in Australia, as
the evolution of team lineups was becoming almost

hereditary, so I started looking at coming back.

Are there any big differences

between the Carrera Cup GB and the
Australian competition?

Christopher Haher, via email

In the Carrera Cup Australia, the top six are
incredibly quick. Here, it’s more like the top
ten. However, they all seem to be a bit older
in the Australian Carrera Cup: ex-supercar
racers who've been there, done that and don’t

tend to make mistakes. That in turn means you
can’t make any, either. Bizarrely though, it’s more
relaxed - quick, but relaxed. Everybody is fast, but
they give each other room as well, as it’s a lot more
strict for that sort of thing in Oz.

Why did you come back to Britain?

Ben Balaam, via email

AsIsaid, I was looking to come back anyway, and
Parr Motorsports manager Paul Robe offered me
two races in the Carrera Cup GB last year. I flew
back midway through my Carrera Cup Australia
season just to race in the rounds at Snetterton and
Knockhill, and achieved a podium straight away!
I decided this would be the ideal move to get back
into the faces of Britain and Europe at large.

What was it like returning to race in the UK
after your time in Australia?

James Patey, via Twitter

Well, everyone thought I was Australian at first
because I'd disappeared after my first year with
Formula Ford, but 'm an original British kid back
in UK racing. Returning made perfect sense.

How did you get the Parr gig?

Miles Bailey, via Twitter

It actually came about through Porsche GB. I was
looking for a good deal back here, and Paul had also
done his research on my record, and had spoken

with a few of his contacts in Australia. Paul decided

it was worth giving this kid a try, so we did a two- 2
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race deal mid-season, and hit those podiums soon
after. That triggered us to work together for the
whole of the season just gone.

You've had a phenomenal first full year in
the Carrera Cup GB. What were your honest
expectations at the start of it?
Anoop Chana, via Twitter
AsIcame into it, I knew I'd be challenging for
the top three as I'd done well in my two races the
previous year. It was Michael Meadows’ third year
in it, so I knew he was going to be quick, and I knew
I'd enjoy racing him, as you learn off people like
that. If you're the quickest all the time, you don’t
push yourself and you don’t know how strong the
field is, so I knew I had to be up there challenging
with Michael at the business end of the season.
Thad a bit of an iffy start, but then I started
picking up a couple of seconds and thirds before I
got double wins at Knockhill and Rockingham, plus
a single win at Silverstone - so five wins in a row!
My driving just seemed to click from there.

How happy were you with your Cup 911?
Steven Mackie, via Facebook

Very. We struggled in places at the start of the
season, but a lot of that was down to me and my
experience. It was all about squeezing that last
tenth out of the car. Giving the team feedback on
the car is just as important as the racing, and I'm
alot more specific with what I tell the team now.
That helps them, and for the second half of the
season we were on top form.

I heard you struggled on the circuits early on, as
you'd not raced on them before. How much of a
difference do familiar surroundings make?
Matthew Aspinall, via Twitter

It’s massive! I didn’t know Oulton Park or Croft

at all. It even rained on testing, so it was strange

to qualify in the dry, and with such a competitive
championship full of good drivers you can’t just
turn up and take a pole. Fear not, though; I know
them much better now!

How expected was the call-up for the Baku
Supercup race in October?
David Hughes, via Twitter
It wasn’t expected at all! I received a call from my
housemate (Archie Hamilton, who was driving
at Baku) on the Thursday morning prior to the
event, telling me that Franz Konrad from Konrad
Motorsport needed another driver to partner with
him. Franz wanted to test me out prior to next
season anyway, so this was a perfect situation for
me. Six hours later I was on a flight to Azerbaijan!
It was a mega weekend, going up against the best
in the business. All I cared about was keeping the
car out of the wall and trying to be quicker than the
other Supercup drivers. We won our class, and my
pace was within half a tenth of the likes of Nicki
Thiim and Christian Engelhart. My experience in a
Supercup car was awesome, although the straight-

RACING CAREER

2012

« Baku City Challenge, 1st, Porsche Supercup Class.

« Porsche Carrera Cup Great Britain, 2nd (five wins,
nine podiums, two lap records).

* BRDC Superstar.

2011

* Michelin Sports Person of the Year.

* Porsche Carrera Cup Great Britain (four races,
two podiums).

* Australian Radical Cup (two podiums, one win).

« Australian Porsche Carrera Cup.

» BRDC (British Racing Driver’s Club) Rising Star.

2010
« Australian Formula 3, Gold Star shampion.

« Australian Formula 3, East Coast Shootout
champion.

« V8 Supercar Development Series, Bathurst, 7th place.

« Trans-West Radical 250 Endurance.

» World Time Attack Australia.

2009

* MSA Formula Ford Championship of Great Britain,
race winner.

« British Formula Ford Festival, 4th place.

2008

« Super 1 British Karting Championship.

2007

« Super 1 British Karting Championship.

2000

« Cadet Karting, won all of his novice trophies.
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Ben’s return to British racing was buoyed by a
cameo that encompassed podiums in both races

through exhaust system bouncing off the walls of
the street circuit was deafening and sent tingles
through my right foot for the first lap.

You've done well for your age. Has lining up on
the grid against older racers ever bothered you?
Jack Sadler, via email

Not at all. If anything, you look at it the other way
around: if you're lining up against someone and
realise they’re older, you think, “Good! I've got
more time to get to where he is!”

What do you do away from racing?

Karen Davenport, via Twitter

Well, I have a passion for coffee - I even work in a
little café in Oxford sometimes. In Australia they’re
mad keen for it, so I got into coffee there. I also did a
lot of surfing, although I find it hard to do here.

What'’s next for Ben Barker?

Anthony DaCosta, via email.

My goal is the Porsche Supercup. I'm 21: in my head
T have to be there next year and try to stay there for
as long as possible. We’ve worked hard to get into
different championships, and I'm going to work
hard to get into the Supercup next year, because I
know that’s the logical step. You're on the main
stage with F1, and if you're fast you get recognised.
It’s a very competitive championship, and I feel ’'m
ready. Parr are looking to get into it, too, so
hopefully something positive can happen. Bl
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Written & photographed by il |
Maurice van den Tillaard ' ||

ohn Straub is one of those seasoned,

hardcore Porsche enthusiasts. He is well

known for his pursuit of perfection in

restoring cars, and rust has certainly

never been a part of his Stuttgart agenda.
However, after coming across a 1967 911 that had
spent about 35 years of its life in a California barn,
that agenda was altered somewhat.

The car had been owned by one of John’s
friends for some time, and when it was eventually
put up for sale, the knowledge that it had been
predominantly stored for most of its life proved

JOHN STRAUB

John has worked as a concours judge for a number of
years, and is a well known character on the Southern
California racing scene. He loves to compete in his
914-6 in Porsche Owners Club events held in the San
Diego region.

His first Porsche was a 356, acquired in 1965
when he was still in high school. Many top-notch cars
followed, like his showroom-quality yellow '65 911,
which he has owned since the early Eighties. It was
with this beauty that John won numerous Concours
d’'Elegance, before his passion for restoring 911s was
ignited. Consider this barn find to be very much an
extremely well loved black sheep of the family, then.

The incredible story of how
a decorated concours judge
and restoration addict i
came to love this Bl
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barn find

too strong to resist. John declared his interest in
the 911, and was overcome with anticipation en
route to viewing it for the first time. W .|I'

Upon arrival at the barn, though, all he found il
was an old, forlorn and rusty Coupe with four
flat tires. Next to it he spotted a dust-covered 911S
Targa from 1972, which looked even worse. The
owner suggested a conservative asking price for
both Porsches, plus a bunch of bonus original
parts, which softened the blow against the state
of the cars. It still needed careful consideration,
however: John had to make up his mind if this was
all going to work for him, especially as all his cars
are perfectly restored and he didn’t know if he was
ready for another high-end restoration project.
Closer inspection of the 911s closed the deal with
his friend, though, and John hauled both Porsches
home to his garage in La Mesa. The Targa was
disassembled soon after, with the car sold in parts,
while the ’67 Coupe was up and running within
just a few days.

Driving the car was like being in a time
capsule, introducing John to another world of
motoring. It still had its charm, nevertheless,
and even in those early days John would park in
town and return to find a selection of business
cards wedged in the windscreen wipers from
enthusiasts enquiring if it was for sale. @
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Rust, which is usually the nemesis of every
early Porsche owner, had nestled itself down over
the 911's body in a very cute way. Somehow, the
doorsills, rockers and floors had stayed in great
shape and remained perfectly solid - only the
outside was touched by corrosion.

Said corrosion is easily explained, too. The
original owner of the car spent the Sixties in La
Jolla, a district of San Diego right beside the ocean.
It is believed that here is where the car received
its thin layer of surface rust, affected by the salty
sea breeze. The time spent in the barn meant the
process of rusting all the way through the body
never progressed itself, and with rain being a rare
sight in San Diego at the best of times, no moisture
got into the barn to attack the car in the meantime.

Nevertheless, the ’67 was in need of a complete
restoration, but with John already being in
possession of plenty of showroom-condition
Porsches, he decided to leave the body exactly how
he found it. “It was a difficult decision,” he says,
“but how often do you see something like this? Cars
often endure a complete restoration, or they had the
so-called ‘ten-foot paint job’, but 911s with a certain
patina like this one are pretty rare in my book.”
The ’67 was the most basic model offered that
year. It has a 2.0-litre engine attached to a four-
speed 901 transmission, with no options installed
from the factory. John does think, though, that the
old professor had an interest in racing - at some
point, Mobil Pegasus emblems were painted on the
fenders, while on the quarter windows ‘Riverside
Raceway’ decals can be found. The dashboard also
carries an old plaque from the first International

Grand Prix, which was held in San Diego. In a
bizarre twist, a Talbot mirror was also installed.
After the decision was made to leave the body
unchanged, John rebuilt the undercarriage,
transmission and motor to original specifications.
He didn’t have time to do all this by himself, so it
was passed to John’s friend Brant Parson, the owner
of Shamrock Racing in El Cajon. He built the engine
and transmission to stock specs, where even the
original decal on the Bendix pump wasn’t forgotten.
You never know what to expect from the fuel
tank of a car that has effectively been asleep for
35 years, so the innards were cleaned to avoid a
clogging of dirt on the next long haul. However,
when the 901 transmission was opened up, Brant
was surprised at just how good it looked. Every part
was in perfect condition, and even the synchromesh
rings didn’t have the slightest bit of damage. All that
was needed was a set of gaskets to piece the gearbox
back together properly without any oil leaks.

The brakes were next, which didn’t fare as well
as the transmission. They needed a full rebuild,
so the master cylinder, discs and brake lines were
replaced and the calipers refurbished. New shocks
and bushings were also installed in addition to
a complete rebuild of the pedal cluster. A little
dust removal aside, not much had to be done on
the outside of the car. With the Cibie Biodes and
California black plates, it looked great - the only
thing John couldn’t live with was the fact that all
the window rubbers had cracked over the years, so
these were duly replaced.

As the car had been stored for 35 years with the
windows closed, the interior needed nothing @
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THE PAST LIFE

This white 911, complete with all the original
paperwork, was first owned by a professor at
the University of San Diego. John tells us this
while proudly pointing to an old decal still stuck
to the rear bumper: “There itis, a UCSD parking
permit, expiring in 1968.” The car was bought

<< at San Diego Motor Imports, has driven 78,000
AS the miles and the light Ivory paint is all original. The
professor drove the car until 1973 before selling
it to John's friend. It was he who parked it in the

had been S O I e barn, where it stayed until its sale to John.

for 30 YEars,

the interior needed
nothmg more than a
- vacuum clean

.’a.

Talbot mirrors J.
were one of the

more unusual ‘ J {|
accoutrements
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After 35years
of rest, the 2.0-

litre flat six and 901
gearbox work like new
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“When you go for a
rideinit, the

Somewhat
miraculously,
every gauge on
the dashboard
was stlII worklng

< more than a vacuum clean and comprehensive
wipedown with some interior spray.

The dash hadn’t even cracked, and every gauge
was still working - including the clock! The seats
looked like new, and so did the rubber floormats.
John covered these with a pair of coco mats to keep
the originals in nice condition, and to finish off he

decided to install a GT seat acquired at a swap meet,

ideally styled as pre-911 era. The seat is in very good
condition: John thinks it’s from the period when
these were used in 356s and Speedsters, but for
some reason the width between the rails is the same
as with a 911, finishing the interior off superbly.

The original Minilites were obtained from John’s
friend Don Anderson, and are 7x15-inch magnesium
examples Don used on his Speedster. 195/60 Falken
rubber was duly wrapped around the Minilites, and
with the use of spacers and slightly longer studs, the
wheels bolted on perfectly to the white *67.

Being around the car, its aura of charm is
instantly apparent, and when you go for a ride

T
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this charm turns into blissful affection. John took
me out in it in the direction of El Centro, near the
Mexican border along the 8 Freeway Eastbound.
When exiting the freeway, the landscape suddenly
changed, and we ended up in scenery reminiscent
of the more midwestern parts of the USA - a
beautiful area in which to snap John’s cruiser.

John’s a relaxed guy - just as relaxed as this old
car is. It’s not a 911 to be in a hurry in, and actually
gives that authentic Volkswagen feeling - and don’t
get me wrong, that’s not a bad thing. Pulling along
on the freeway, watching the sunset and sky filled
with bright orange light in front of us, we headed
back to San Diego doing 60-65 mph. That’s just how
this old 911 likes it. The supple suspension sucked
up every little bump, while we got a uniform
thumbs up from many a car enthusiast, and outside
arestaurant a group of ladies even asked us if the
car was for sale. John assured them it wasn’t, as just
like his beloved 914 and beautiful 65 911, this short
wheelbase 911 has been nurtured into an unlikely
but equally important part of the oh-so perfect
Straub collection. €3l
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John'’s collection of Porsche memorabilia dates back to
around the same time his '67 went into hiding
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Revival
of a

master -

Competition rally cars have a hard life. This
Porsche 911 has made a career from tearing
through Britain’s forests, and after a

complete makeover it’s ready to do it
all over again - starting with the
RAC classic event

Written and photographed by
Neill Watson



t’s not often that you see a historic
competition rally Porsche 911 looking as
clean as this one. Unlike their standard,
road-going counterparts, rally prepared
Porsches are built with a different fate
in mind. Instead of getting lovingly restored,
detailed and polished before being carefully
placed in a warm garage each winter, rally
Porsches are often constructed from the
barest shell to perform at the absolute limit
that the rules will allow. Nothing is there for
show; anything not required for regulation,
performance or safety is removed. Everything
has ajob to do and the driver and co-driver have
a single objective: to drive the car as hard as
possible across surfaces that would make many
Cayenne owners think twice. This is done with
no mechanical sympathy other than what is
required for the car to cross the finish ramp in -
roughly - one piece.

Rally Porsches endure a particularly
tough time, then. Whenever you see one
up close, it’s typically showing evidence of
hard work, including gravel rash across the
front and down the sides, plus split bumpers
and heavily curbed alloys that would make
a concours 911 owner cringe. The driver has
little regard for such things as the quality of
the paintwork, and items like the bumpers
and mirrors are considered disposable - to be
replaced as required throughout the event.

However, on arrival at the workshops of
Strasse in Leeds, we see this pristine white,
gloss-painted Porsche 911 sitting up on its
forest suspension. Benefitting from a complete
rebuild, it’s good to see a freshly prepared rally
Porsche 911 before its reintroduction to the
dirt. Certainly, you can bet that after only a few
metres of competition, the car will not look like
this anymore. We suggest you savour it. g
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Indulge in the glory of a
pristine rally car: after just
a few metres on gravel, the
picture changes entirely

“Rallying can be a cost-effective way of enjoying motorsport”

The engine kill switch and light modes form part
of the competition dash controls...

By way of some background information,
historic rallying (and historic motorsport in
general), has become an expensive activity
over the last decade. With wealthy collectors of
historically important cars driving up purchase
prices and then subsequently competing with
big budgets, a seemingly simple car such as a

Ford Escort can now command a price in excess

of £100,000. Indeed, it’s possible to spend that
amount on a rally Porsche, with several well
known companies acquiring global reputations
for succeeding in 911s. But it doesn’t have to be
that way.

Competing in post-historic rallying for
some time now, Tim Mason’s experiences are
a direct testament to our belief that rallying
in 911s can actually be a cost-effective way of
enjoying motorsport. Tim has campaigned
with the car since 2004, and although regular
enthusiasts of the British Historic Rally scene

may recognise his 911’s registration number,
they won’t be so familiar with its current guise.
The more familiar incarnation featured bright
red paintwork, but after a rather spectacular
shunt on the 2012 Bulldog Rally forced the team
to pause, Tim took the opportunity for a deeper
rebuild than normal. With plans laid down to
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compete against some of the top names in
the historic motorsport scene in the Roger
Albert Clark Rally in late November, the car
needed to be bang on the money.

Thus, the car was stripped back to the
bare metal - not in the heated expanse of a
commercial workshop, but in Tim’s garage. The
shell was sent to be straightened, repaired and
fully repainted, and with future wear and tear
in mind, the interior was painted silver while
everything else was reassembled.

One of the unique things about old Porsche
competition cars is that they never seem to die.
Sure, they grow old, collect scars and begin to
look like a beaten up old tomcat, but nobody
ever seems to write them off into history. ANW
603M’ is one such car. Little is known about the
vehicle before Tim acquired it in 2004, apart
from that it was bright yellow and had at one
point been a race car. The bare ingredients that
Tim was looking for were there, and his team
set to work turning the racer into a forest-ready
911 for rallying.

Just as in circuit racing, careful decisions
taken early on can both contain costs and open
up avenues that ensure value for money. Were
funds unlimited, an FIA Appendix K rally £

...while bucket seats and
harnesses keep the driver
$ and co-driver in position




911 RALLY
CAR SPEC

. BODYSHELL &

- INTERIOR
‘ 1974 911 wide arch shell
seam-welded; integral

welded-in roll cage

reinforced through to

front suspension turrets;

additional strengthening

Y to front suspension
- and under bonnet area;
carbon fibre FIA-approved

seats with five point

- harness; Peltor intercom.

= ” ENGINE &
e - TRANSMISSION
- um“ Standard 3.0-litre flat six
with gas-flowed heads;
. @,: Mahle race pistons;

. RS cams; Nitrex crank;
triple Weber carbs;

MSD electronic ignition;

- competition exhaust
with re-packable silencer;
= fuel pumps with FIA-

approved bag tank;
short ratio gearbox and
limited-slip differential;
standard clutch.

BRAKES &

SUSPENSION

Bilstein suspension-

controlling torsion bars,

_-.. 20mm rear and 19mm
front; later model calipers;
—_— 2 Pagid brake pads;
competition brake fluid.

It’s a safe bet that not
everything will still

be attached to the
car by the rally’s end

Competition equipment
such as a large fuel tank

. A
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911, complete with high revving 2.4 engine,
competition clutch, short gears and Exe-Tc
suspension would be a wonderful thing to
behold. In this car however, you'd be surprised
at the high volume of standard components, and
it’s a testimony to the original Porsche build
quality that it is both reliable and competitive.

By choosing to run in the post-historic class,
the 3.0 Carrera engine can be used and - as can
be seen - the wide body shell, too. It perhaps
has more in common with an impact bumper
911 than the earlier narrow body Porsches,
then. The engine is a standard Porsche 3.0-litre,
rebuilt and blueprinted by Strasse. Dave
Forrest’s team have been responsible for all of
the in-depth work on the car, including engine
rebuilds, gearbox overhauls and differential
work. Dave comments: “As long as you don’t
abuse them, they’re a very tough drivetrain. It
isn’t just a standard spec engine; the 915 gearbox
is stock, plus the differential and clutch, too.”

I find it quite remarkable that a car built with
a season of multiple standing starts ahead of it
is running a standard clutch. However, Dave
explains: “Sintered paddle clutches can be
used, but they send a lot of shock through to
the gearbox. Something has to give somewhere,
and in our experience the gearbox gives up. The
standard clutch is fine if you use it properly, and
gives the gearbox an easier life.” The sole non-
standard gearbox component is the obvious and
very popular Wevo short shift.

Don’t think the 911 is in the most part
standard, however. Obvious high-profile
tweaks are the suspension and amount
of reinforcement and stiffening built into
the bodyshell. Bilstein suspension is used
throughout, and as for the shell, man hours are
the biggest investment here. A huge roll cage is
installed for the crew with regulation door bars
and massive five-point harnesses holding them
into deep, FIA-approved seats for those heavy
landings. The roll cage stiffness is extended
forwards through the firewall to the tops of the
suspension turrets, with multiple areas of seam
welding and strong diagonal bracing running
forwards past the fuel tank and behind the
front bumper. Then there’s the fuel tank, which
driver Tim admits was a big investment: “That
fuel tank cost more than £1,500. It’s an FIA Bag
Tank. With it sitting right up front, a heavy
front end would rupture a standard tank, and
that’s not something I'd fancy in a forest.”

With entry fees of around £400 for a day
event, plus accommodation, fuel and tyres, a
weekend’s rallying can be had for under £2,000.
And the cost of the car itself? Tim, perhaps
conservatively, values his at around £40,000.
International events are a whole new ball game,
with most teams from the forthcoming RAC
Rally spending over £7,000, and an FIA spec
Porsche 911 is running at a six-figure sum.

On that note, we bid farewell to the car and
promise to catch up at the RAC Rally in a week.
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(Above and inset) with Tim’s car falling behind, the
pit stops marked a handy opportunity to embark on
some vital repair work to return to form (top)




Rally cars are
designed to take
punishment, which is
probably just as well...

“The once pristine paintwork is caked in Yorkshire mud”

THE CONTENDERS

Historic motorsport is continuing its explosion of
popularity, and rallying is no exception. Owning

a competition vehicle that you can take into a
forest and drive competitively while at the same
time knowing it's actually increasing in value has
obvious appeal. The historic motorsport industry
is now huge globally, with the Porsche 911 at

the very heart of it. Here's a look at some of the
popular rivals:

FORD ESCORT

The king of forest rallying and the icon of the
Seventies, the Escort is the definitive front-
engined, rear-wheel-drive, limited slip-diff rally car.
It's mystifying as to how it's possible to generate
an invoice of well in excess of £100,000 for a Ford
Escort, but that's the going rate.

OPEL KADETT

On paper, the Opel Kadett should be a winner,
with 240bhp from a well built German engine and
a steering rack that had vast amounts of lock,
enabling big saves from those corners that the
co-driver calls “Tightens”.

LANCIA STRATOS

Stunningly beautiful both in its day and even now.
A very short wheelbase gave it a reputation as
being a snappy, oversteering little devil. There's
currently only one running in the UK right now,
funded and driven by VK Kick drinks magnate
Steve Perez.

SAAB 96

Running in a class apart from the Escorts, the
little SAAB has a big following. Sounding like a
deep chested jet ski when sitting on the starting
line, the crisp throttle response, light weight of
the engine and a good chassis make them
surprisingly rapid.

Seven days and an absolute deluge of rainfall
later, we're in Pickering. International rally
crews from across Europe assemble as Tim
hands over the £2,100 entry fee in exchange
for door graphics and a start number of 21 - the
high number reflecting his experience and local
knowledge. The car’s pushed forwards into the
arena, now with a huge array of 150-watt lamps
in a pod at the front of the boot bonnet. Helmets
are checked and paperwork is put in order.
There’s some big budgets here, but the team is
more than confident of holding their own with
the trusty classic 911.

Tim gets off to a great start, running up
to 16th place overnight. However, when we
open up the laptop on Saturday morning and
refresh the results screen for the latest times,
Number 21 rather ominously isn't there. As
we begin to fear the worst, it pops up, albeit
way down in 40th position. It’s not good, but
it’s still running and subsequent stage times
show the 911 to be at the same pace as before.
However, while waiting at the Croft service
area in anticipation of meeting the car and
team, it’s obvious something’s wrong. Standing
at the time control, we suddenly hear the bark
of the flat six as Tim arrives. The reason for the
lateness is clear: the car’s been off the road and
the front bumper is now shattered and its wing
crumpled, with the remains of the headlight
pushed deep into the damage area. Already,
the car is a galaxy away from the spotless state
of perfection we photographed it in only days
previously. Thankfully, the opportune moment
for a much-needed service had arrived.

On the muddy ground sheet, the
car was up on jacks before the team
had even climbed out. The once perfect
paintwork now caked in heavy Yorkshire
clay, the mechanics get to work with little
ceremony, pulling the crumpled wing back into
a form that has some resemblance to a headlight
hole. They have just 15 minutes to sort this, in
addition to replenishing the 911 with fresh tyres
and fuel, then it must be road legal once more.
“We lost the brakes on the approach to a fast
90-left in Gale Rigg,” says Tim. “We flattened
a fir tree, but then ended up on top of it and
couldn’t get off. Luckily there were plenty of
spectators, as we had to lift the car off the tree.”
‘Wheel nut guns hammer away and Tim’s
crew slide around under the car, oblivious to
the mud caking their overalls as fog rolls in and
darkness falls, and there’s still three stages to go
before a short sleep and another day of action.
Cars are falling by the wayside, but the Porsche
whirs and barks into life as it lands back on the
floor. The crowd of onlookers part, before the
red tail lights disappear into the dense, cold fog.
On Sunday, a good solid run saw Tim and
Colin climb back to finish 17th. Take away the
accident, and a top ten finish would have been
the prize. As for the car, it never missed a beat.
Utterly reliable, sounding great and punching
above its weight, it actually beat several more
expensive 91ls. Still decorated in mud, the 911 is
back at Tim’s workshop awaiting a jet wash to
survey the damage before attention to the once
pristine paintwork commences once more. And
so the great revival starts again! €3l
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For 2012,
Romain Dumas
decided to tackle
something

different q

Pikes Peak virgin. Car built in days.
Racing against rain, hail and snow at s i
14,000 feet. And yet, for a time, Romain up inthe south of France

with my rally driving father

Dumas’ 911 GT3 R held the course record ssarle model one of e
most influential things I ever
h ¢ h 1 d ) saw was Ari Vatanen driving the 600bhp, 900kg
at t e Coveted race tO t e C Ou S Peugeot 405 T16 up the Pikes Peak Hill Climb in
America. It was incredible, and I knew that one day
T had to take part in that race.
The ‘race to the clouds’ is the second oldest
motorsport race in the States, first run in 1916
and this year - the year we entered for the first
time with my 2012 Porsche GT3 R - was the
90th running of the event in its maiden year as a
tarmac-only course.
It’s an unbelievable 12.42-mile road, with 156
turns, from 9,390 feet above sea level to the 14,110
foot summit of ‘America’s Mountain’, Pikes Peak,
where the air is so thin it robs 30 per cent of the
engine power from our normally aspirated car. It’s
aunique event, pitting the driver against the clock
and the hill - with its blind corners, no barriers
and big drops - in a one-shot drive. You must have
a fast, reliable car that is in excellent condition,
perfectly tuned, set up for a good time and makes
no mistakes. It’s no place to crash!
In 2008, I set up a rally team with a group of old
schoolfriends. We did this for fun, but created a
very professional and competitive team, rallying
a3.8-litre GT3 RS. We do everything ourselves
and we've had some brilliant results against WRC
cars, with four-wheel-drive and turbochargers. We
= are all quite young - 25-35 years old - so we know
p s -3_ x each other well and get on brilliantly. This year we
. i . decided to do Pikes Peak.
In just two and a half weeks, we built a car to do
W the specialist hillclimb event. We used a 2012 GT3
o R as a base, with a virtually standard engine - just
ﬂ altering the airbox design to optimise airflow. We
fitted a shorter ratio gearbox, saved as much weight
as we could and modified the dampers for the
perfect setup.

Of course, one crucial thing to factor in with
Pikes Peak is downforce. It helps you stop flying
off the hillside, which is kind of important! So we
all sat down and designed an aerodynamic kit to
give us the maximum downforce. We knew we’d
lose power and gain drag, but we also knew from
looking at all the fast Pikes Peak cars that we
needed maximum downforce - especially in the @

Ghostwritten by Phil Royle Photography courtesy of
Getty Images and Romain Dumas
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final sector that’s so fast with fourth, fifth and sixth
gear corners and big drops off the side.

‘We sketched and worked up designs on the
computer, then made fibreglass moulds - longer
diffusers, bigger wings, gurney flaps, undertrays,
everything - and tested them at the airfield to see
what downforce we could generate. We made all
our own parts and ended up with the most beautiful
GT3R ever made. What’s more, it worked.

Arriving at Pikes Peak

The craziness getting ready for Pikes Peak
continued right up to the start line, as I was racing
at Le Mans and the Niirburgring the weekend
before. I flew out from Diisseldorf to Denver and
arrived at Pikes Peak on Monday morning, having
never seen the course before and with no time to
practice, watch videos, do simulators or anything; it
was all totally new to me.

You only get three practice runs in the race car,
and we only had a few runs in a road car at very
slow speed (it’s a public road in a national park, with
heavily regulated speed limits). I did just eight runs
in total before the race, which wasn’t ideal. In an
attempt to get around this, we strapped 11 cameras
to the car so I could watch and learn the course and
see where I made mistakes.

The hillclimb course is split into three distinct
sections: It starts in a very beautiful area by a
lake, and the tarmac is smooth and flows like the
Niirburgring, with left, right, left, right, third and
fourth gear corners. The second sector is all third
gear, brake, hairpin, brake, hairpin repeats. Then
the top section is very, very fast — with fourth, fifth
and even sixth gear corners, most of them blind -
this is where the Porsche was the quickest and our

On a course of this
altitude, speedisn’t
the only factor you

need to consider

downforce came into full effect. At the bottom there
are trees and grass, which all suddenly disappear

to be replaced with rocks, blind corners, no
barriers, the sky and big drops. The view up there is
breathtaking; it’s an amazing course.

We had to fit an oxygen tank and breather to the
inside of my helmet, as the air is so thin. It’s hard to
breathe for the driver as well as the engine, though I
only had to use this on the actual runs.

Our first practice run didn’t go too well, as we
had a setup issue with one damper. But on the next
two we fared better, managing to finish in the top
three. We were very surprised! We knew we could
win our class, but not the event itself, as we were
up against all these 4WD, turbocharged Pikes Peak
specials and lots of seasoned guys. While our car
was losing that 30 per cent of its engine power at the
top, the turbo cars lost just ten per cent, and we only
had 380bhp against cars with a lot more. We did
have great support from the Colorado Springs local
Porsche dealer though, and of course Michelin, who
gave us a brilliant tyre package.

This is a very old school event, not like Le Mans
or big, modern races. Everyone was so nice to us,
even other competitors - though they were a bit less
supportive after our times put us in the top three!

Pikes Peak is unlike circuit racing or the
endurance races I make a living from. It’s all about
that one-shot; you cannot afford to make a mistake
and the car needs to be perfect, otherwise you could
find yourself out of the event pretty quickly. You
need to push hard, but make sure you don’t crash -
especially here, where rolling off the side isn’t a nice
prospect. Factor in the lack of reference points and
blindness of the bends up top, and you have a really
challenging and exciting experience.

i

The perilous
route leaves
little room for
human error
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Talking of experience, you need a lot of it to do
well at Pikes Peak - which is smooth like in racing,
but also a little bit crazy, like us rallying guys, who
are used to a bit of danger.

Back to the action, I knew that for the main
run I had to be really quick. Unlike in practice, it
was a rolling start, so the RWD Porsche was not
at such a disadvantage against the 4WD Turbo
cars. The biggest issue was all the waiting: you
don’t run in qualifying order, so we had to wait
until very near the end of the day for the
opportunity to get our pass, with the weather
gradually getting worse all the time. I wasn’t
nervous, however - I just wanted to get on with
the race before it started raining!

8l

| | See Romain’s 2012
\ Pikes Peak run
on YouTube:
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challenging
and exciting”

The race to the top

Some people think Pikes Peak is long, but for an
endurance racer it’s actually very short - like one
lap of the Niirburgring. I had a good run, making
one or two small mistakes that cost me time, but
we’d been working hard on the car setup and it felt
great - especially high up the hill, where we knew
we could really go fast in the high-speed bits.

Up at the top, though, where I knew the Porsche
was the quickest, the weather was not good. We
were on full slicks and it started to rain, then hail,
and even snow! I had to work hard just to keep
heat in the tyres. I remember one corner very near
the finish, where I had a huge slide in fourth gear,
prompting me to wiggle all over to get the car

back - it was right near the edge. It was quite a
moment, but I pressed on and we crossed the line
with the leading time of 9:46.18 - a new course
record, and not bad for our first Pikes Peak in a
privately entered, normally aspirated, rear-wheel-
drive Porsche with only 380bhp.

But sadly, and by the very narrowest of margins
- just 17 thousandths of one second - specialist
hillclimb and Pikes Peaker Rhys Millen came up
behind us without the snow and beat us into second
place with a new course record. I was a little bit
annoyed; if we’d run ten minutes earlier we’'d have
run in better weather, gone faster still and could
have won with the record. To come second in
our first Pikes Peak by a few seconds would have Q)
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been fine, but to get so close to winning and lose by
such a tiny margin was hard to bear. I wasn’t feeling
great afterwards - it was snowing when I crossed
the line and just five minutes later it was bright
sunshine again. I was disappointed.

After the run, I had to stay up top for four or
five hours. When I got down the hill, my feelings
were mixed: some of the guys were really pleased,
while others - like me - weren’t so much. To win
would have felt much better and been a real story,
but that’s motorsport.

Looking back, we realise how much of a great
achievement it was. We held the course record and
came second as a private team. It will go on my
CV, and I certainly won't forget it. If asked what

Having come so close,
Romain is eager to give
the course another go

year I first won the Niirburgring 24-Hour, I can’t
remember. But I will not forget the details of this
result in a hurry!

Thave said that I wouldn’t do Pikes Peak again -
and had I got those extra 18 thousandths of a second
and won with the course record, I wouldn’t go back.
But the will to win is strong. To achieve this, I need
a factory car with factory support. I would love to
take the Spyder up there, but I think you need a
specialist, turbocharged vehicle. In an ideal world, T
would go back with a GT3-style, space-frame 911
with a 700bhp GT2 engine, then we will win for
sure. First, I'll sort my normal day job out - the 2013
endurance racing calendar - then we’ll see if I can
become king of the mountain. Sl

ROMAIN’S
MOTORSPORT
HISTORY

My father was a local
Porsche rally driver, rallying
in France and around
where we lived in Alés, and

| followed him closely. |

got started in go-karts at
12-years old, just for fun.

| was quick, and by 16 I'd
won the French Cup Championship. | progressed to
single seaters with Formula Renault, Formula 3 and
Formula Palmer — for experience, not to progress to F1
- and had great results, including winning the ELF ACO
scholarship in Le Mans.

| went to school in Le Mans and saw the famous
24-Hour race annually. It was there that | first sat ina
Porsche 962 (more like an aeroplane than a race car)
and decided to get into endurance racing.

In 2001, | was racing in the Euro F3000 Series in
Japan when Toyota asked me a drive in a Porsche 911
GT2 in the Japan Super GT Championship. We came
second in LM-GT class in the Le Mans 24 Hours, and
got seventh place overall.

Porsche then offered me a part-time driver role for
Le Mans, Spa and Sebring, which became a full-time
contract in 2003 in the Freisinger Motorsport 911 GT3-
RS for the European Le Mans Series. We won in Estoril
and came second in Vallelunga.

Since then, | have raced Porsches in American Le
Mans — where | was the LMP2 class champion —in a
Porsche RS Spyder. | have also done many endurance
(six, 12 and 24-hour) races at Daytona, Spa, Sebring
and, of course the Nurburgring with Manthey Racing,
where we have won many times.

In 2010 | won at Le Mans driving the Audi R15, and
| continue endurance racing, winning Spa 24 Hours
in the BMS Scuderia ltalia 997 GT3, also coming first
in the American Le Mans Series in an RS Spyder with
Team CytoSport, in the Daytona 24 Hours, Le Mans
Series at Spa and Budapest and, of course, at the
Nurburgring 24 Hours. And so it continues. | love
endurance racing.

Find out more at: www.romaindumas.com.

Romain’s more familiar
racing car, the RS Spyder
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Date acquired:
October 2009
Last report:
Issue 90

Total miles:
67996

Costs:

£261.25

Living the

t's been some time since | updated you
on living with MDL 5W. Last month saw a
landmark for me: | have now owned my
996 for three years. In that time | have
driven more miles than any other owner
of the car. The previous owner had it for six
years and drove 32,500 miles (average circa
5,500 miles per year), and | have been doing
nearer 11,000 miles per annum. The thing that
amazes me is that the first two owners each
had the car for one year and did approximately
1,500 miles during their ownership. Why buy a
car that wants to be driven and then not use it?
| strongly believe that a car behaves better
if used. The ‘garage queens’ may have shinier
paint, but mechanical bits like to be used. |
have been delighted by the reliability of the car.
The 996 seems in Porsche circles to be the
poor cousin, putting it mildly, but | do not get
this sentiment. The 997 is a redressed iteration
of the 996, and as | reported, having driven
one to Le Mans a few years ago, | would not
pay the extra for one. The 996 is a motoring
bargain. Sure, you enter into ownership with
your eyes open, and the internet will try to chill
your blood with scare stories of destroyed
engines and problems. However, my three
years of ownership have been great, and for
the pleasure of driving such a brilliant car every
day, | do not feel the costs are too high.
| have for some time now been mentioning
that my Sport Classic Il split rim alloys were
letting the look of the 996 down. | have had
this type of wheel on three cars now, and every
one has been a problem. They all degrade
badly, with the lacquered rim getting chipped
through everyday use and ending up looking
terrible. Previously, | have either had this dealt
with under warranty or sold the car before
having to face up to the problem.
| considered trading the latest setin and
getting other wheels, but | like the look and
originality of the Sport Classic lIs. | could have
had the rims diamond cut and the centres
refurbished, but | knew | was going to have the
same problems again with the rims chipping,
as | use the car every day in all conditions.
| took my dilemma to The Wheel Specialist
in Edinburgh. Colin, one of the owners, spent

Legen

Martin Dalziel

e Edinburgh, UK

2001996 Carrera4 g4

This month: The alloys %
getrefurbed

Sport Classic
Il alloys seem
particularly
susceptible to
wear and tear

time with me looking at the issue and coming
up with solutions. It is fair to say that | should
have dealt with this sooner, as the corrosion
was pretty bad. That said, Colin was happy to
take on the task, and we decided to refurbish
the centres and have the rims decorated in
a‘chrome’ power coat. This was to emulate
the difference between the centres and the
diamond cut rims as original.

Colin took the car in for three days. He split
the alloys down and carefully blasted the
pieces to remove all of the corrosion. The rims
were fairly pitted, and he smoothed these
down so that the chrome finish would look
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good, as any pitting would look terrible with
this type of finish. He explained that they fit
bolts onto the bolt holes while blasting the
wheels so material does not go down into the
threads — good attention to detail, eh?

The end result is brilliant. Purists will hate
that the rims are not especially original, but
the look — to my mind — deals with this. The
wheels now do justice to the car, and | have
had to convince people that it genuinely is
11-years old. It really does not look it. The 996 is
now an old model, however you see it, but it is
still a Porsche, and when in good conditionis a
very presentable car.




Aesthetically, the
refreshed wheels

So, on to the accident | should have mentioned:
the one unexpected expenditure recently was
neither my fault nor the fault of the car, but that of
my dear wife. Forgetting that | had parked outside
my garage, she swanned out in her Mini and into the
passenger’'s-side-door of the Porsche. There was no
damage to the Mini, but | had a fairly dented door to
deal with. | went back to Rocco at JRM Coachworks,
who had previously done other bits for me, and he
very reasonably sorted it out. You really would never

know the dent had even occurred, and as we all know,

accidents do happen!
A few weeks ago, we were invited by friends in
Thirsk to stay with them while | took part in a 10km

improve the car

dramatically
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run through the Dalby Forest, in the North Yorkshire
Moors, called the ‘Dalby Dash’ We debated which car
to take, and | won. Edinburgh to Thirsk is a great trip,
featuring every type of road from ‘B’ to motorway. It is
approximately 190 miles, which we covered in good
time, and | was delighted to see we had achieved 29.7
miles per gallon — not bad for an old 3.6-litre engine.
As usually happens when staying with people
before a 10km run, there is more entertainment
than any running text book would suggest prudent.
This culminated in an excellent three-course meal
at arestaurant in Sowerby called Oswald's (well
worth a visit!) the night before the race. Having
said this, | managed to beat my personal best and

After some TLC,
Martin’s alloys
were virtually
Unrecognisable

completed the course in 48 minutes and 45 seconds,
soitis not just the car’s efficiency that surprised me
on that trip!

| do enjoy the interaction that comes with owning
older, higher quality cars. Yes, there are things to do
and money to spend, but this is the case with virtually
every car, and | prefer it to money effectively ‘dribbling
away into the sand'’ in the way that depreciation does
on newer cars. The 996 has lost money over my
ownership, but nothing like a new car of the same
price at the start, and you know what, I've had a
Porsche to drive for the last three years, and that's
been a good experience. | hope the future will be
equally kind to me.
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Gina Purcell

e | ondon, UK

1989 964 Carrera 4

Date acquired: y previous update reported on
September the last of the big mechanical
2004 expenses. Three years on, and
Last report: the next big one now looms
Issue 94 large: after more than 23
Total miles: | years since manufacture, even a galvanised
117965 | 911 accumulates some corrosion, so |'ve
Costs: | begunto collect quotes on a thorough body
£20 | repair and bare-metal deep respray.

The 964 body has weaknesses like all 911s,
even though it benefits from the wheel arch
liners that stave off most wing/fender decay.
Some early 964s suffer from random upper
body rust spots, and Wolfi is one of them.
The drip rails have some rust, but there is
also corrosion in the top corners of the rear
windscreen aperture away from the rubber
seal. Where the front windscreen rubber
has hardened, water, salt and dirt have done
their worst, and there'’s corrosion in the lower
corners. There's also a nasty patch on the
driver's side ‘A’ pillar — either the result of a
stonechip that has festered over the decades
or more creeping corrosion from beneath the
windscreen seal. Another patch of unsightly
corrosion lurks the length of the left rear wing/
fender and bumper moulding seal. The car
looks wholesome from five yards, but get
closer and the picture changes dramatically.

Wolfi also sports a nice collection of
accumulated damage. This ranges from
stonechips to self-inflicted dents acquired
from careless closure of the front bonnet
(by a previous owner) to car parking dents
courtesy of a multitude of witless and
uncaring motorists, through to a deliberate,
targeted attack. While driving home one
evening a few years back, a moron passenger
in an oncoming vehicle leaned out and threw
a fist-sized metal pot of glue at my car!
Unfortunately, it took a big chunk out of the

paint on the bonnet panel. Cleaning the

Gina’'s 964
looks glorious
from five yards
away, but up
close the scars
are visible

glue off the windscreen and roof (not easy)
gave me time to reflect on what might have
happened if that missile had actually gone
through the glass. Anyway, there's much to be
done, but Wolfi will have to face another winter
before any paint or bodywork gets done.
Another character-building aspect of
owning a 964 in winter is the failure of the
heater control unit. In the past, I've had Neil
Bainbridge of BS Motorsport patch the system
up, but it has now gone completely wonko. |
could buy a second-hand unit and risk simply
buying the same problem over, but surely it
makes sense to get the unit taken apart and
repaired? After all, it's only simple Eighties
electronics, what can possibly go wrong (dear
reader, please take your head out of your
hands, you're making me nervous)? The thing
is, not many people seem to have gone down
this route. Neil located a company in Essex that
repair Porsche ECUs, and they were keen to
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take my unit apart and attempt a fix. | will soon
be sending it off for examination, and I'll let you
know what happens.

Speaking of electrics, | recently had an R41
DME relay failure. Fortunately, it failed when
Wolfi was parked in my garage. It had been
a long time since the previous failure, so it
wasn'timmediately apparent to me why the
car wouldn't fire up despite the starter turning
over energetically. | hooked the battery uptoa
CTEK trickle charger and left it overnight. The
next morning brought forth much swearing
as Wolfi resisted all attempts to fire up. The
first port of call was Adrian Streather's 964
book, followed by a shout-out on Facebook!
Thanks to my Porsche friends for replying with
helpful advice (in particular, Rich C). Everyone
and everything in Adrian’'s book pointed to
the R41 relay. If you own a Porsche 964, urban
legend says you must carry a spare DME relay
with you — it's the get-out-of-jail-free card.




Misplaced
confidence

can be dangerg
especially in snow

Fortunately, | do carry a spare, so | junked the
old one, slotted in the new one, and hey presto!
It's not often that | can lay claim to having got
my car going, as | am completely mechanically
inept, but | felt epic afterwards.

Speaking of misplaced confidence, it
reminds me of a snowy winter's drive to
work a few years ago. The journey started
well enough, but 25 miles in and the weather
turned while the snow deepened. My office
was a mile away down a steep hill, which was
also home to the UK's second longest dry
ski slope. All other routes were impassable
or traffic-locked. A few cars were gathered at
the top of the hill, with several turning back —
among them was a Cayenne driver who told
me he wasn't risking his new car. Nothing had
come up the hill, so | decided I'd give it go. | had
a4x4 — what could possibly go wrong?

| crept down halfway to where the gradient
steepened, then stopped, locked the

differentials and selected first gear. Within

20 yards | was a passenger, of course. | might
as well have been tobogganing downhill on
ateatray for all the good 245-section rear
tyres and four-wheel drive were to me. As

in all accidents, time suddenly slowed. |
remember pointing Wolfi onto the fresh
snow for traction and off the compacted tyre
tracks, but unfortunately the road then
narrowed to a single lane over a bridge. By
now, Wolfi's rear had slewed right, so | fed-in
opposite lock... and the engine cut out! So I'm
holding the lock and frantically trying to get
him going again. An ‘S’ bend beckoned, as did

several frantic hard applications of the brakes,

which seemed to work in concert with a big
collection of fresh snow acting as chocks on
the front wheels. | slid to a halt, wide-eyed and
breathless. To this day, | still think the spirit of
Ferry Porsche guided poor Wolfi to safety.
Lesson learnt!

This month’s

N

Costs this month: Undisclosed

Lowlights: The snow has started
coming down, so the 3.2 has been
put away for much of the winter,
other than the odd sunny morning.

v

Costs this month: Fuel

Lowlights: The car has started to
make a ‘clunk’ noise when it hits
harsh bumps at speed. We suspect
it's a worn suspension component.

Costs this month: £450

Lowlights: Being quoted £490 by
my local Official Porsche Centre
merely to replace the oil level
sensor. Decisions, decisions...

) RossKirkman

Highlights: Enjoying driving the
996 again after having it returned
from a full engine and cooling
system rebuild.

Highlights: Finally, a couple of
weekends have been dry and
sunny for some winter use. It's still
performing better than ever!

£ e

Highlights: The chaps at Northway
carrying out a 12k service and
changing the level sensor for £450,
plus a blast on the Berkshire lanes.

© escoms

Costs this month: Undisclosed

Lowlights: The 17-hour, 1,200-mile
journey to collect my new Porsche
911 project. Arrived to find ‘RS’
stickers oniit, too.

I'n

Costs this month: £196

Lowlights: Internet research
indicated a failed micro switchin
the door lock. Turned out it was fine
- the lock mechanism was worn.

Costs this month: £0

Lowlights: Winter has very much
kicked in and the roads are covered
in salt, so that means no driving
until spring for me.

Highlights: The 17-hour, 1,200 mile
journey back! After stripping the
‘RS’ stickers, big plans are ahead.
More next month...

A Andrew Moffat
v,

Highlights: Replaced latch
assembly myself — with some
internet based guidance! All back in
good working order.

| ,‘"_’“]!I - ce Tillaard

Highlights: A detailed appraisal
of the car for insurance purposes
came out very positively, as was
expected, of course!

Costs this month: $1,755 (£1,090)

Lowlights: Significant service
costs to replace all four brake pads
and fluid, change oil and address
leak in cabrio top.

Highlights: Drives through the
nearby North Georgia Mountains.
Enjoying the autumn foliage is what
this car was made for!
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Joel Newman
® London, UK

1999 996 Carrera 4

Date acquired:
December 2011
Last report:
Issue 94

Total miles:
92971

Costs:

£597

Cost
breakdown:
EuroCup GT Twin
carbon y-pipe:
£333

Fitting: £59
3.6Maf sensor:
£205

s | continue to look for

affordable ways of improving

the driving experience of my

996 C4, I've discovered it's

not easy when Porsche put so
much time, development, effort and research
into every aspect relating to the performance
of a911. Nevertheless, it is still possible!

One thing worth considering is that my
car rolled off the factory floor nearly 13 years
ago, and with tuners and enthusiasts having
been granted over a decade to play with and
manipulate performance since, there are
improvements available that go above and
beyond Porsche’s initial effort.

Flicking through a specialist magazine
one afternoon, | stumbled across a news
piece dedicated to perhaps the prettiest
twin-carbon induction kit from EuroCup GT,
the development wing of the well-respected
Porscheshop. After further checking, | found
out the kit would be suitable for my 996 C4.

| gave the owner, lan Heward, a call to
discuss the part and his experiences with
it, and ended up having rather a long chat
with a like-minded enthusiast. He explained
that EuroCup GT have been developing the
twin-carbon kit alongside their demo race
car, and following successful testing on
arange of customer cars they had seen
proven gains in performance with improved
throttle response, an incredible audio track
under load and, best of all, between 5-7bhp
more power.

In addition, the kit adds 50 per cent more
cold air to the engine, so | should also see a
drop in bay temperature, which again should
result in more efficient running and even

Joel’s new
EuroCup GT
intake is a direct
replacement for
he 996's air box

Better breathing
for the Carrera 4~

improved fuel economy of my 911. However,
there was a small fly in the ointment: my car
was a little bit of a special case, typically! You
see, Porsche changed over from the throttle
cable-driven 3.4 engine to a fly-by-wire throttle
linkage with the 3.6 engine in 2000, and my car
is 21999 — meaning it's a weird amalgamation
of both. lan was well aware that they had never
tested the kit on a car like mine, and we both
agreed that in the interest of science —and my
car going faster — we should investigate.

Aware that this wasn't going to be easy,

I booked the car in to the Birmingham
workshop and headed up for my appointment
afew days later to investigate my car’s
predicament. Here, | learned something about
the anomaly of my car that I'd like to pass onto
the Total 911 readership.

Having read many forum posts, there
seemed to be a consensus that Porsche'’s air
box was already about as good as it could be,
and any changes could take you a few steps
back. | wasn't convinced this was true, and

believed there was a reason Porscheshop had
put so much time and development into their
EuroCup GT 996-specific carbon induction kit.

After atest drive to make sure the car was
running as normal, the original air box had to
come off. After unplugging the air flow sensor
with aratchet, she was free.

The EuroCup GT kit comes complete with
a stunning carbon heat shield, which was
bolted into place first. Then, it was as simple as
transferring the old air flow meter over to the
new carbon pipe and, once fitted with some
shiny silicone hoses, popping it on the car.

Lastly, the kit also includes a 996 Turbo air
duct, which replaced my rather small feed
and would force more cold air toward those
huge cone filters. With that now installed too,
I needed to test the product on the car. Akey
turn later and she fired up into life, with a blip
of the throttle giving me my first dose of a now
familiar but utterly wonderful sound: my 996
actively and audibly sipping cool air furiously
under throttle.




kit

The original air box,
below right, proved:
simple to remove
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is an attractive and
functional addition to
Joel's 996 C4 air intake

From the driving seat, the most obvious difference
is the sound: when you hit 5,000rpm and the
VarioCam takes over, it's an amazing sensation,
araw development of the gutsy and aggressive
sound my QuickSilver Exhaust system had already
worked wonders on, while at lower revs the intake
adds a deeper, more guttural and purposeful tone.
Aggressive induction roar, especially at higher rpm, is
an area | feel the 996 is left wanting, perhaps because
the car transforms its character so much here. | feel
that boosting this crescendo adds to the intensity of
the experience - like watching a movie with surround
sound, it adds more to the driving experience.

In terms of performance, she pulls strongly all the
way to the 7000rpm redline — but she always did. If |
have noticed any improvement, it's in the force with
which the car accelerates from 5,500-7000rpm.
While | couldn't tell you precisely how much faster
it goes, my ears do recognise that it takes less time
for the engine tone to reach maximum attack, which
means the engine is spooling up slightly faster.

| am also aware that throttle response has
improved, with an instantaneous pick up and change

The original 996
xvair flow sensor
as slotted into
its new home

in tone with any pressure applied with the right boot.
Whether this is due to turning up the volume or a
sizeable increase in performance I'm not sure, but I'm
enjoying it, and it does make the car feel more alive
and in tune with your inputs as a driver.

This wasn't the end of the story. Following a few
weeks of testing — and remember, with my 34 that's
exactly what this procedure was all about — we
discovered an intermittent fault. On one of every 50
starts, the car would fire up before the revs would
die off and the car would stutter and shut down. Any

application of throttle on start up eradicated the issue,

but both lan and myself wanted to solve the issue,
and in the end there was a rather ingenious fix.

It seems that the additional airflow the engine
received on start up caused the car's brain to falter
(usually only when hot) as it worked out the correct
air to fuel mixture. It was receiving so much cool,
fresh air that it needed to adjust the fuelling to cope,
and as it turned out, my somewhat bizarre 34
manufacturing setup was not always up to the job.

The clever chaps at The Porscheshop worked
out that the addition of a 3.6 air flow sensor (Maf)

would enable my car to sense and adjust itself
accordingly on start up. Following a further visit to

the Birmingham branch, the Maf was purchased and
fitted. Again, this problem only occurred because the
1999 34 was a cross-over, or developmental car. lan
pointed out that all other 34 and 3.6 models have a
much broader fuel to air delivery ratio, and thus adjust
and work effectively with the standard Maf in place.

Despite adding another £205 to the cost, it is an
essential step if you're lucky — or unlucky — enough to
have landed one of these oddball year cars. I've had
no more issues; if anything, I've witnessed the car
improve even further with the new Maf in place.

At £333 for the normal kit and £538 with the 3.6 air
flow meter, the Euro Cup GT Kit is an attractive and
nicely designed product that obviously enhances the
sound of your 996 (C2,C4, C4s,34,3.6 — or even 997)
as itimproves airflow to the engine. Performance has
also been enhanced, and if you plan on fitting an
exhaust or remapping your engine, it's something you
need to look at to take full advantage of your breather
upgrades. As you can see from the pictures, it looks
great in the engine bay, too —money well spent!
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Chris Wallbank

e | eeds, UK

Date acquired:
November 2012
Total miles:
22,770

Costs:

£65 (fuel)

2005 997S Cabriolet

ne month on, and every
time I getinto my 997S it still
brings alarge grinto my face.
However, one recent morning
after starting the car up, |
heard arather distinct ticking noise coming
from the rear that got faster with increased
revs. My immediate thoughts turned to the
worst: scored bores, which after reading
many forum posts seems to be most
common on earlier 997S models like mine! |
thought the sudden appearance of the noise
was a little strange, as it definitely wasn't
there when | took the car for atest drive oron
the few journeys since picking the car up only
afew weeks previously.

| decided to call Porschtek (www.
porschtek.co.uk) in Leeds, who had
previously overseen some work on my 987
Boxster. These guys know what they're
talking about when it comes to all things
Porsche: between the team they have
55years of experience, mostly at official
Porsche dealers. After having a quick chat
on the phone with technician Tony Snowden,
he quickly assured me that the ticking might
just be the tappets that have drained off
after being stood for a few days, as they

Chris has again | r
been assured
that his low-
mileage 997S
was an
excellent
purchase

can take a while to refill with oil. He asked
me to simply try turning the car off and then
startitup again a few minutes later. | did
s0, and much to my relief the ticking noise
seemed to disappear!

Getting an independent inspection carried
out by aPorsche specialist was something
I never thought about when buying the
997S, mainly due to buying from a reputable
supercar dealer with a six-month warranty.
After this early scare, | thought I'd better
take it to Porschtek for a general checkup
and peace of mind! Upon turning up to their
immaculate premises on a crisp Saturday
morning, Tony immediately got to work

checking over the car on diagnostics and
mechanical safety. About half an hour later,
| received good news —he assured me I'd
bought a very good all-round example of a
997S, which was abig relief.

It's worth mentioning on the dreaded
subject of scored bores that Tony advised
me to keep a good check onoil levels, as
scored bores are usually a result of failing to
maintain proper oil levels, and 997s can
easily use alitre of oil for every 1,000 miles.
It's something | personally wouldn't have
expected after owning a Boxster that hardly
used any oll, but I will definitely be keeping a
close eye on things fromhere onin!
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Porsche Performance Specialists

Yorkshire Classic Porsche
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- Tuning upgrade packages - muiliple powear oplions available
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Specialising in Porsche Cars www.rsjsportscars.com

SERVICE DEPT

All Porsches

997 Turbo 3.8 PDK (2010 - 60) 997 “4S” Cab 3.8 PDK (2009 - 09) 997 Turbo 3.6 (2006 - 06) 997 “4S” 3.8 (2008 - 57)
Ice blue with black leather, Sat Nav, 13k GT Silver with black leather, Sat Nav, 45k Cobalt blue with black leather, Sat Nav, 45k Slate grey with black leather, Sat Nav, 39k to 9973_

MIlES .o £80,000 miles ..., . £48,000 MIlES ..o £45,000 miles £40,000

All work performed
by factory trained
technicians using

997 “4S” 3.8 (2006 - 06) 996 Turbo 3.6 (2004 - 04) 997 “4S” 3.8 (2006 - 06) 997 “2S” 3.8 (2005 - 55)
Basalt black with black leather, Sat Nav, 20k | | Silver with black leather, Sat Nav, 3ok miles | | Basalt black with black leather, Sat Nav, Atlas grey with black leather, Sat Nav, 44k Porsche PIWIS

miles £35,000 £34,000 43K MileS ... £33,000 miles £30,000 . .
diagnostics

ALL CARS SOLD WITH
1 YEAR IN-HOUSE
RSJ WARRANTY

997 “28” 3.8 (2005 - 55) 997 “2§” 3.8 (2005 - 05) 997 “2S” 3.8 (2004 - 54) 997 “2S” 3.8 (2005 - 05)

Lapis blue with black leather, Sat Nav, 43k Silver with stone grey leather, Sat Nav, 44k Midnight blue with black leather, Sat Nav, Silver with ocean blue leather, Sat Nav, 46k
MIIES e £29,000 miles £29,000 38K MIlES . £28,000 MIIES <o £28,000
STS HOUSE,
BRISTOL WAY,
SLOUGH,
BERKSHIRE,
997 “2S” 3.8 (2004 - 54) 997 “2S” 3.8 (2004 - 54) 997 “2S” 3.8 (2004 - 54) 997 “2S” 3.8 (2004 - 54) SLA1 3QA

Basalt black with black leather, Sat Nav, Midnight blue with stone leather, Sat Nav, Basalt black with black leather, Sat Nav, 55k Silver with ocean blue leather, Sat Nav, 57k

43k miles £28,000 44K MIleS ..o £27,000 MIleS ..ol £27,000 MBS e £26,000 T: 01 753 553 969
PORSCHES WANTED (2003 TO 2010)
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PORSCHE 997 - TURBO, C4S, C2S, C2
%AQ|08/57 - 997 TURBO CABRIOLET TIPTRONIC (MIDNIGHT BLUE) 29,000
iles

Savannah Beige Full Leather Interior, Sport Chrono Pack, Porsche Crested Seats, PSM,
PASM, PCM, BOSE, 6 CD Changer, Sat Nav, Tracker, Xenon Headlights, White Dials,
19" Turbo Alloy Wheels, Only 2 Owners, Full Porsche Service History.

2008 - 997 TURBO COUPE TIPTRONIC (MACADAMIA BRONZE) 28,000
Miles

Full Savannah Beige Leather Interior, Black Leather Dashboard, TPC, PASM, PSM, PCM,
Sat Nav, BOSE, White Dials, Xenon Headlights, Tracker, 19" Turbo Alloy Wheels, Only 1
Previous Owner, Full Porsche Service History.

997 TURBO COUPE MANUAL (COBALT BLUE) 35,000 Miles

Metropole Blue Leather Interior, PSM, PCM, Sat Nav, PASM, Telephone, Heated Electric
Memory Sports Seats, BOSE, DVD, CD Player, Carbon Ceramic Brakes, White Dials,
Xenon Headlights, Sport Chrono Plus, iPod Connection, Sunroof, 19" Turbo Alloy Wheels,
Full Porsche Service History.

2009 - 997 C4S CABRIOLET PDK (GEN Il) (BASALT BLACK) 26,000
Miles

Full Black Leather Interior, PDK 7 Speed Double Clutch Transmission (Porsche
Doppelkupplung), PCM, Sat Nav, BOSE, iPod and USB Connections, Xenon Headlights,
19" Porsche Sport Design Alloys, Full Porsche Service History.

2008 - 997 C2 CABRIOLET PDK (GEN Il) (CREAM WHITE) 14,000 Miles
Full Black Leather Interior, PDK 7 Speed Double Clutch Transmission (Porsche
Doppelkupplung), PSM, PCM, Sat Nav, iPod and USB Connections, Xenon Headlights,
18" Porsche Carrera Sport Alloy Wheels with Colour Crested Centres, Full Porsche
Service History.

2008 - 997 C4S CABRIOLET MANUAL (BASALT BLACK) 10,000 Miles
Full Savannah Leather Interior, Sport Chrono, Sports Exhaust, PSM, PCM, BOSE, CD
Changer, Sat Nav, White Dials, Xenon Headlights, 19" Porsche Sport Design Alloy Wheels
with Colour Crested Wheel Centres, Full Porsche Service History.

2009 - 997 CARRERA 2S PDK (GEN Il) (ARCTIC SILVER) 29,000 Miles
Full Black Leather Interior, PDK 7 Speed Dual Clutch Gearbox, BOSE Upgraded
Soundsystem, iPod Connector (Universal Audio Interface), Heated Seats, Sports Chrono
with Sports Exhaust, PASM, PSM, PCM with Touch Screen Sat Nav, White Dials, Fully
Electric Memory Seats, 19” 5 Spoke Porsche Alloys with New Tyres and Coloured Crested
Wheel Centres, One Owner From New, Full Porsche Service History.

2008 - 997 C2S CABRIOLET TIPTRONIC (BASALT BLACK) 40,000 Miles
Full Black Leather Interior, Sport Chrono, PCM, PSM, PASM, 6 CD Changer, Xenon
Headlights, 19" Porsche Sport Design Alloy Wheels, Full Porsche Centre Service History.

2006 - 997 C2S CABRIOLET TIP (GT SILVER) 37,000 Miles

Full Black Leather Interior, Heated Seats, CD Changer, PSM, PASM, PCM, Sat Nav, Sports
Exhaust, Telephone, White Dials, Rear Park Assist, Xenon Headlights, On-Board Computer,
Cruise Control, Parrot Bluetooth Unit Fitted, 19" Porsche Sport Design Alloy Wheels, Full
Porsche Service History with a recent service.

2006 - 997 C2S CABRIOLET MANUAL (SLATE GREY) 30,000 Miles
Full Black Leather Interior, Sport Chrono, Sports Exhaust, PASM, PCM, Sat Nav, Bluetooth,
BOSE, Porsche Crested Headrests, 19" Carrera Alloy Wheels, Full Porsche Service History.

2005/55 - 997 C2S CABRIOLET MANUAL (BASALT BLACK) 35,000 Miles
Black Leather Interior, PSM, PCM, Sat Nav, White Dials, CD Changer, Heated Sports Seats,
19" Carrera Alloys, Full Porsche Main Dealer Service History.

2005 - 997 C2 CABRIOLET TIPTRONIC (BASALT BLACK) 34,000 Miles
Full Black Leather Interior, PSM, PCM, Sat Nav, Red Dials, Porsche Crested Seats,
Extended Leather Package, Xenon Headlights, 19" Carrera Alloy Wheels, Only 1 Previous
Owner, Full Porsche Service History.

2007 - 997 C2 COUPE MANUAL (SEAL GREY) 37,000 Miles

Full Black Leather Interior, PSM, PCM, Sat Nav, CD Changer, White Dials, Tracker, Colour
Crested Wheel Centre Caps, 19" Carrera Alloy Wheels, Only 2 Previous Owners, Full
Porsche Service History

PORSCHE CAYENNE TURBO

2009 PORSCHE CAYENNE TURBO TIPTRONIC (BASALT BLACK)
15,000 Miles

4.8L V8 Turbo, Full Black Leather Interior with Alcantara Headlining, PSM, PCM, Sat Nav,
Telephone, Full Panoramic Glass Roof, Fully Electric Heated Memory Seats, Tracker
System, Keyless Entry, Porsche Crested Headrests, Turbo Sports Exhaust, BOSE, 2 x 7"
TV Screens with Wireless Porsche Headphones, 21" Sport Design Porsche Alloys with
Black Inserts and Colour Porsche Crests, Full Porsche Service History.

= THIS
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PORSCHE PANAMERA TURBO

2009 - PANAMERA TURBO TIPTRONIC (CARBON GREY) 12,000 Miles
Luxor Beige Full Leather Interior, Brass Aluminium Interior Look, PDK 7 Speed Automatic
Gearbox, Sport Mode, Sport Plus, PASM, PSM, Upgraded Sour , Full
Climate Control (4-zone), Keyless Entry, Keyless Go, Porsche Crested Headrests, Sat Nav
(Touch Screen), PCM Module, Turbo Exhaust, 19" Turbo Porsche Alloys.

PORSCHE 996 - GT3, GT2, TURBO

2003 - 996 GT2 (BASALT BLACK) 20,000 Miles
Full Black Leather Interior, Electric Windows, Climate Control, Rear Roll Cage, Porsche
Radio with CD Player, 18" GT3 Alloy Wheels, Full Service History.

2004 - 996 GT3 (ATLAS GREY) 29,000 Miles

Comfort Specification, Full Black Leather Interior, Porsche Crested Sport Bucket Seats,
18" GT3 Alloy Wheels, On-Board Computer, Original GT3 Rear Spoiler and Front Splitter,
Only 2 Owners From New, Recently Fitted Tyres, Full Porsche Service History.

2004/54 - 996 TURBO ‘S’ MANUAL (BASALT BLACK) 19,000 Miles

Full Black Leather Interior, Standard Porsche Equipment Cage, Billstein PSS10 Lowered
Suspension, Performance Friction 350mm Brakes, Porsche GT3 Nomex Bucket Seats with
5 Point Seat Belts By Willems, Full Engine Rebuild, Standard K24 Turbos, Standard Fly
Wheel with Updated Clutch, Only 1 Previous Owner.

2003 - 996 TURBO COUPE MANUAL (BASALT BLACK) 42,000 Miles
Black Leather Interior, PSM, PCM, Sat Nav, Telephone, On-Board Computer, BOSE, CD
Changer, Cruise Control, Heated Sports Seats, Alcantara Headlining, Sunroof, Xenon
Headlights, Rear Wiper, Rain Sensor, Full Porsche Service History.

2003 - 996 TURBO COUPE TIPTRONIC (COBALT BLUE) 33,000 Miles
Stone Grey Leather Interior, PSM, PCM, Sat Nav, BOSE, Porsche Aerokit Rear Spoiler,
Xenon Headlights, Only 2 Previous Owners, Full Porsche Service History.

2001/2 - 996 TURBO COUPE MANUAL (MERIDIAN SILVER) 44,000 Miles
Mid Grey Leather Interior, PCM, PSM, Sat Nav, BOSE, Sunroof, White Dials, Computer,
Climate Control, Xenon Headlights, 18" Turbo Alloys, OPC Service History.

PORSCHE 993 - TURBO, C2S, C2, TARGA

1998 - 993 TURBO COUPE MANUAL (FOREST GREEN) 34,000 Miles
Cashmere Beige Leather Interior, Only 1 Owner, Porsche Exclusive Carbon and Aluminium
Pack, White Dials, Sport Seats, Turbo Crests On Back Seats, Alpine Upgraded Stereo, AC,
Sport Classic 18" Wheels, Full Porsche Service History.

1995 - 993 TURBO COUPE MANUAL (ARENA RED) 31,000 Miles

Grey Leather Interior, Wood Package, Cruise Control, Uprated Becker CD Player, Bluetooth,
Speakers, Sat Nav Compatibility, Climate Control, 18” Turbo Alloys, Official Porsche Centre
Service History.

1998 - 993 C2S COUPE TIPTRONIC (ARCTIC SILVER) 59,000 Miles

Full Grey Leather Interior, Original Porsche CD Player & Radio, Original Carrera S Engine
Lid, 18" Carrera Alloy Wheels, Full Main Dealer Service History (Just Been Serviced at an
Official Porsche Centre).

1997 - 993 TARGA MANUAL ‘VARIORAM’ (FOREST GREEN) 82,000
Miles

Full Cashmere Beige Leather Interior, Alpine CD Player & Radio, Hardback Sports Seats,
Electric Targa Retractable Glass Roof, Original Targa Engine Lid Spoiler with Brake Light,
18" Targa Alloy Wheels, Full Specialist and Main Dealer Service History.

1996 - 993 C2 COUPE TIPTRONIC ‘VARIORAM’ (IRIS BLUE) 73,000 Miles
Black Leather Interior, On-Board Computer, Upgraded Stereo and CD Changer, Climate
Control, 16" Carrera Alloy Wheels, OPC and Specialist Service History.

1996 - 993 C2 TARGA TIPTRONIC (TURQUOISE) 83,000 Miles
Marble Grey Leather Interior, Varioram, Electric Glass Targa Roof, Porsche Stereo,
On-Board Computer, 17" Targa Alloy Wheels, Full Specialist Service History.

1995 - 993 C2 COUPE TIPTRONIC (SLATE GREY) 81,000 Miles
Black Leather Interior, On-Board Computer, Climate Control, 18" Porsche Turbo Alloy
Wheels, OPC and Specialist Service History.

1995 - 993 C2 COUPE TIPTRONIC (MIDNIGHT BLUE) 55,000 Miles
Marble Grey Leather Interior, Varioram, Sony Stereo Player, AC, Rear Wiper, 17" Porsche
Cup Il Alloy Wheels, Full Service History, Recently Serviced.

1994 - 993 C2 COUPE MANUAL (IRIS BLUE) 99,000 Miles
Grey Leather Interior, Electric Seats, Electric Windows/Mirrors, Pioneer Radio,
Air Conditioning, 17" Alloy Wheels, Full Porsche Specialist Service History.

1994 - 993 C2 COUPE MANUAL (IRIS BLUE) 101,000 Miles

Marble Grey Leather Interior, iPod Connection, Pioneer Upgraded Stereo, Xenon
Headlights, 17" Porsche Cup Il Alloy Wheels, Comprehensive Porsche Specialist Service
History.

IS YOUR GALLERY
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Hendon Way Motors was established in 1952, and
is now one of Europe’s leading Ferrari and Porsche

specialists. Please visit our website at www.hwm.biz
for more information on the company and our stock.

1996 - 993 C2 CABRIOLET TIPTRONIC ‘VARIORAM’ (ARENA RED
METALLIC) 53,000 Miles

Full Black Leather Interior, Rare Wooden Trim Finish, Original Porsche Upgraded Stereo,
Fully Electric Soft Top, Recently Fitted Hood, Nokia Mobile Phone Module,

On-Board Computer, Colour Crested Wheel Centres, 18" Turbo Alloy Wheels.

1989 - 911 CARRERA 3.2 CABRIOLET (G50 GEARBOX) 124,000 Miles
Iris Blue Metallic, Full Beige Interior, Manual, Matching Numbers Example, Matching Dark
Blue Hood, Fully Electric Soft Top, Period Correct Fuchs Alloy Wheels, Comprehensive
Service History, 10 Years With The Same Owner.

FERRARI - MODELS FROM 1967 +

2005 - FERRARI F430 SPIDER F1 (NERO BLACK) 12,000 Miles

Nero Black Coachwork, Creme Leather Interior, F1 Gearbox, Active Suspension (Sport
Mode Manettino), Sat Nav, Scuderia Wing Shields, Fully Electric Daytona Seats with Ferrari
Crests, Xenon Headlights with LED Panels, Tracker, Original Tool Kit, All Manuals Present,
19” Alloy Wheels (F430 Special), Full Ferrari Service History.

1998 - F550 MARANELLO COUPE MANUAL (SILVER) 49,000 Miles
Navy Leather Interior, Sat Nav, ASR Sports Mode, Upgraded Radio & 6 CD-Changer, Ferrari
Service History.

1998 - F550 MARANELLO COUPE MANUAL (SILVER) 53,000 Miles
Navy Leather Interior, Sat Nav with DVD, ASR Sports Mode, Electric Seats, Upgraded
Radio and 6 CD Changer, Climate Control, Ferrari Service History.

1997 - F550 MARANELLO COUPE MANUAL (ROSSO RED) 37,000 Miles
Magnolia Leather Interior, ASR Sports Mode, Electric Seats, Upgraded Radio, 6 CD
Changer, Climate Control, Ferrari Service History.

1996 - FERRARI F355 SPIDER GIALLO MODENA 28,000 Miles

Giallo Modena Yellow, Manual, Full Nero Black Interior, Optional Sports Mode, Tonnau
Cover, 18” Ferrari 355 Alloys, Original Toolkit, Full Service History, Recently Serviced.
This car has been known to us for a period of 5 years.

1973 - DAYTONA 365 GTB 4 RHD (ROSSO RED) 38,000 Miles
Black/Red Leather Interior, Red Carpets, Climate Control, “Ferrari Classiche” Full
Continuous History, Superb Provenance, 3 Owners From New.

1967 - 275 GTB 4 MANUAL LHD (ARGENTO SILVER) 59,000 Miles

Full Black Leather Interior, Detailed Restoration History, Full History, Original Build Sheets,
Sales Invoice, Tool Kit, Wallet, Hand Books, Numerous Concourse and Awards Winner,
Engine Rebuilt By Ferrari 26,000 KMS Ago, Comprehensive Photos Showing The Repaint
and Work Done By Ferrari.

CLASSICS - AC, PORSCHE, JAGUAR, BENTLEY

1991 - AC COBRA LIGHTWEIGHT (BLACK METALLIC) 5,000 Miles
1 of 26 RHD Lightweights, Black Leather, Black Metallic Coachwork with White Stripes,
Full Black Leather Interior, Full Weather Equipment, Absolutely Stunning Condition.

1978 - PORSCHE 911 TURBO 3.3L (GUARDS RED) Approx. 50,000 Miles
Full Black Leather Interior, Original Blaupunkt Stereo, Original 16" Fuchs Alloys and Toolkit,
Original Turbo Spoiler, Comprehensive Service History.

1962 - JAGUAR 3.8 MARK Il AUTOMATIC LHD (BLACK) 16,478 Miles
Black Coachwork, Red Leather Interior, Power Assisted Steering, Wire Wheels,
Recent Restoration To Virtually Concours Standard.

1936 - BENTLEY 4 1/4 PILLARLESS COUPE (MIDNIGHT BLUE)
Gurney Nutting Coachwork, 40 Years Extensive History, A True Classic, Original
Throughout, Exhibited At Louis Vuitton Concours D’Elegance in Paris 2003.

Full Mid-Grey Leather Interior, Sunroof.

1935 - BENTLEY DERBY 3.8L SALOON

Atrue classic. Completely original throughout and with a very well documented history.
8792cc, Petrol, 2-Axle Rigid Body, Chassis Frame no: B51EJ, Engine no: P3BP, Date
of First Registration: 30.08.1935, Had a Bare Chassis Restoration, rebuilt to the highest
standard, taking over 5 years.

1992 - PORSCHE 964 RS Lightweight 10,000 KM

Original Rubystone Red With White Vinyl Wrap (Removable), Matching Numbers 3.61

RS Engine (260BHP) and G50 Gearbox, Racing Seats, Red Racing Harnesses, Full Roll
Cage, 964 RS Momo Steering Wheel, 964 RS Magnesium Wheels Painted Black, 964 RS
Suspension, One of Only 2282 Ever Made, Recent Major Service.

1964 - PORSCHE 356 SC COUPE LHD (SIGNAL RED)
1600cc Signal Red Coachwork, Soft Beige Leather Interior, 4 Speed Manual, Recent
Restoration To Concours Standard, Eligible For Many European Events.

2010 - PGO BUGGY BR - 500 RCN PGO BUGRACER (WHITE) 700 Miles
Original PGO Buggy, Powered by a 500cc Motorbike Engine, Steel Tube Frame, Right Hand
Drive, Road Legal, LCD Dashboard, Locking Differential, Hand Brake Reverse.
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Halstead, Essex
Stansted Airport: 20 mins
London: One Hour

01440 714 884

tpaul-stephens.com
www, paul-stephens.com
twitter.com/PorschelK

FINLAY GORHAM Established 1972

PORSCHE SPECIALISTS

sales | service | aftersales

2007 PORSCHE 997 WIDEBODIED C4S
MANUAL £28,995
*Arctic Silver with ~ *Onboard Computer *Home Light

Black Leather *PSM *Rear Park Assist
Interior «AirCon and *Sports Chrono

IS 2002 PORSCHE 996 CARRERA 2
CABRIOLET 3.6 FACELIFT £15,995
*Arctic Silver with  *Heated Comfort ~ *CD Multichanger

Black Leather Seats *Matching Arctic
Interior *Onboard Computer Silver Hard Top

*79,000 miles

*B Speed Manual
*Comfort Leather

Climate Control
*SatNav & Phone
*CD Multichanger

Package Plus and
Sports Exhaust
System

Seats *19” Alloys

eLitronic Lights
2005 PORSCHE 997 CABRIOLET 3.8S

MANUAL £28,995

*Seal Grey with sLeather Dash *AirCon & Climate

Black Leather eHeated Comfort
Interior Leather Seats
36,000 miles *Onboard Computer
*6 Speed Manual  «pSM
*Matching Black «PASM

Hood eLitronic Lights

Control
*Sat Nav & Phone
*CD Player
*Home Light
*19” Alloys

2005 PORSCHE 911 C2S TIPTRONIC

COUPE £21,995

| *Atlas Grey metallic *Heated, Electric

with Black Leather Memaory, Adaptive
Interior Sports Seats

*77,000 miles *AirCon & Climate
*Tiptronic Control

2 lady owners *SatNav & Phone
*Onboard Computer *CD Multichanger
«PSM and Bose

*Multifunctional
Steering Wheel

eLitronic Lights

*Home Light

*Rear Park Assist

*19” Carrera S
Alloys

A S

_ * Arctic Silver with

*74,000 miles «PSM

*B Speed Manual
Side Skirts

*18” Carrera Alloys
*AirCon & Climate  *FSH
Control

2000 PORSCHE 911 MILLENNIUM SPECIAL
EDITION C4 TIPTRONIC S COUPE £12,995

*Metallic Dark Violet *Heated Electric *Cruise Control

(almost Black) with  Memory Seats

Savanna Leather
Interior

07.7,OOE'] miles Control *GT3 Alloys
*Tiptronic *CD Player
*SatNav & Phone «PSM

1999 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA 4 MANUAL
COUPE £12,995

Grey Leather and Exhaust * Rear Wiper
Interior * AirCon & Climate  « 18” GT3 Alloys
* 77,000 miles Control « Sold by us a couple
* 6 Speed Manual  *PSM of years ago and
* Sunroof * CDR22 now even better.

*Sports Steering
*Onboard Computer \Wheel

*AirCon & Climate  eLitronic Lights

* Sports Suspension ¢ Comfort Seats

Telephone: 01284 827427 | www.finlaygorham.com
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IS OUR PASSION

TOUCHLESS TYRE MACHINES
NITROGEN TYRE INFLATION
ANTIVIBRATION SYSTEMS

DYNAMIC WHEEL BALANCING

- " -
. "ﬁ The centre of excellence for cha's"si%
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Premier Porsche

Give Your Car
The Best

The Original
Cotton Performance
Air Filter by K&N

HIGH-FLOW
4 AIRFILTER

A

WAS Designed to Improve Engine Power.
nEqu_BLE J P J

Cotton — brought to you by Mother Nature and used for filtration by K&N, the leader in

washable performance air filters. Cotton breathes easier than paper and that can help

improve engine performance by reducing airflow restriction. Another natural feature of
Up To 50 000 miles o » ) )
Betwesn Cleanings cotton is its durability. It can be washed again and again. That means a K&N stock

Under Normal Motorway Driving Conditions

replacement air filter can last for the life of your car reducing waste and saving money.

MILLION MILE LIMITED WARRANTY OVER OF EXPERIENGE
www.knfilters.co.uk

K&N Filters (Europe) Ltd. John Street, Warrington Cheshire, United Kingdom WA2 7UB, Phone: 01925 636 950, Fax: 01925 418 948, E-mail: uk.sales@knfilters.com

BSMotorsport / ETS

Service and Repair—Vehicle Inspection & Report—Vehicle Restoration

Engine Repair—Build— Road / Race / Rally
Engine in House Test Facility ETS irape teting sarvi

I o

"Simply” No Smudged BHP Figures—What You See Is What You Got!

This Facility is for hire and is separated from our normal service / repair shop so the
strictest confidentiality is maintained.Your resu are yours alone unless you want to
broadcast them on YouTube [see:- www.youtube.com/user/bsmotorsportdyno |

OTHER SERVICES WE OFFER

Par upph-be it a service item or a specialist enging component we can Supply or Source the correct part for your
applicatiom.

We are importers and dealers for WOLF EMS and

tions, Injector Se plac nt. We a

FORMANCE INJECTORS. [F are built and beste

from 300cc min to 1000cc min in 3 different Spray Config NS

For More OF What We Can Offer You,Please visit WAV . h sm GtOi’S p‘:’ rt. co.u k

"Knowledge is Good You Are Never Too OLD To Learn™

421 Gasoline Alley, Westcott Venture Park, Westcott
Buckinghamshire. HP18 0XB

Tel:= +44 (0)1296 658422 Fax:~ +44 (0)1296 301835
Email:= neil@bsmotorsport.co.uk
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Porsch
courorse ues ?xperts world-wide
or world-class servic
e.

THE RE :
ASON: Porsche Parts Exclus

Engine
Current Projects
9112728 conversion

9N 3234 conversion
.9113.23 6 conversion
(heck our website for updates.

n Service

Fuel Injectio
d rebuilds

. Diagnostics an
. Fuel pumps
. Fuel distributors

. Fue! injectors
. Flectronic control units

Guaranteed Used Parts
.35610996 613
. Pistons & cylinders
. Engine Cases
. Crankshafts
. Cylinder heads
. Transmission parts
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pevelopment Program

ngine Coatings

. Therma barrier coatings
. Drive film jubricants
.Thermal dispersants

Engine Rebuild Kits

.35610996 (E)
. Basic& master rebuild kits

- High- erformance & racing
[ . Oi Shed coatings
. Coated bearings in stock

shop service available

. Machine
r EBS customers

. Tool rentals fo
Transm'\ss'\on Rebuilds

.90110996
. Diagnostics & rebuilds

. Racing upgrades
. Special gear ratios
. Limited stip differentials

Machine Shop Services
. Crankshaft race prep
. Engine case upgrades
. Connecting rod rebuilds
- High performance valve jobs
. Competition camshafts

porsche Pistons & Cylinders

.3561099 G13
. Mahle Motorsports
-t L'\ghtwe'\ght Forged Pistons
. LN Engineering Nickies
. Perfect Bore pistons & Liners

. Recond‘\t’\oned a

Gift Items
. Books & literature
.DVDs & accessories
. Giftitems starting at
. Gift certificates available
 Brey Krause safety equipment

.Sport & racing seats

.Iglisit our website for:

Beclure Online Catalog Orderin
olt-on Performance Parts Y

Porsche News and Updates

: 'V:”‘Wl A62-3771 , ..
InternSa.t,iV(‘);caTr%s .'U‘lm ’ Rel 'l’ WELEW)
775-673-2088 0

ONINNL 2 ONDIAY3ES



ONINNL "2 DNIDIAY3ES

Premier Porsche

S CSPORSCHEER

Factory Trained Porsche Specialists in Devon

C otsecerodl

FPORSCHE SRPECIRALLIESTS

We Stock: Got a car to sell?

New and used parts We buy accident
Accessories damaged and
Gifts non-runners

— Purpose-built Porsche workshop for all your
\ . Porsche needs.

L 01404 549921
www.cotswoldporsche§pecialists.co.uk Quality guarantged 0 07762 244477 / 07770 933054

info@cotswoldporschespecialists.co.uk Mail order or collection 5
01242 620 180 Workshop fitling service =« scsporsche@hotmail.co.uk

WWW. rsche.co.uk
Unit 4 Alpha, Orchard Trading Estate, Toddington, Gloucestershire, GL54 5EB sesporsehe.co.u

SPECIALISTS IN EVERYTHING PORSCHE
p M/Jéﬁt WM HP Motorsports are an Essex/East London based

company specialising solely in Porsche cars. We have
We carry out o Full rangs af Porsche mrviq;r\g and Porsche rl;:p-gir pmio{h on all popular all diagnostics to cater _fOI' later models as well as
and dassic medels including diognestics ond body repair work. Based in Uxbridge and ear[y test equipment for 924, 944, 968 and 928’s.
serving the entire West London area, Porsche Torque are oble fo undertake oll types of

mechanical, cosmetic and resteration work to your complete safisfaction. We offer full engine/

Fully equipped Porsche workshop  Engine & gearbox rebuild specialists rg;?eoa(:’rg’gxfﬁsg’ugg_sc_gzrlgél

Bodywork and restorations Collection & delivery service (our favourite) up to 997
Diagnostics and Porsche tuning Pop in for a free mechanical assessment as well as servicing and
Free estimates Audio & alarm fitting routine maintenance.
Having worked on all
50 YEARS COMBINED EXPERIEMCE FROM EX OPC MASTER TECHMICLAMS |AFN, HATFIELD) S gf Parsches Sinee
1983 we bring many
vears of experience to our
customers.

Full Engine Rebuilds
Gearbox Rebuilds
Porsche Servicing
Routine Maintenance
Fixed Price Servicing
Brake Replacement
Clutch Replacement

All Electrical Repairs
Air Conditioning Repairs
Pre-MOT Checks

We’'ve moved to a hew address!
COME SEE US AT:

[ HP Motorsports, Unit 1, Bracken Industrial Estate, 185 Forest Road, Essex IG6 3HX
Mobil ki 3 ? Tel: 020 8500 2510
SERVICE CENTRE [EECSEEESES i . Facebook www.hpmotorsport.co.uk
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VIDED DEMONSTRATION | EXPLANATION of all PRODUCTS at FABSPEED.com :
In-house dyno

lesting available
on Fabspeed's

LYY ]

See, Hear, and Feel
MOTORSPORT ine Fabspeed

£\ EXOTIC CAR PERFORMANCE SPECIALISTS Difference!”f  [SE5S

011 - 964 - 993 Header-Muffler Kit

3 k' : P
Qe
\’aﬁ\' 3

2

Fabspeed 993 RSR Header-Muffler Kit with Heat (pictured)
- Ei htweight and a gressive exhaust system for
street and/or I.'raf.ﬁx use.
- Available with heat or without heat
- Optional 200 CPSI sportcats available
- Direct replacement cemplete exhaust system
- Dramatic improvement in power and sound

German | _[npe-rted
200 cell bpartcats

Fits: 996 Turbo/GT2
997 Turbo
997.2 DFI Turbo

991 Carrera r/Cayman 911 Turbo

: Jol Boxste A4 =
Maxflo Mufflers with Tips Maxflo ]'":fl::f_ﬂe with Tips versport Exhaust System

Fabspeed Motorsport also has products available for:
Ferrari lambmgfmu Maserati Bf'n.*fqr BMW - Mercedes Benz - McLaren

Falbspeed.com 888-646-4945

155 Commerce Drive, Ft. Washington PA 19034 PHONE: 2153-646-4945 FAX: 215-G4G-9828 info@fabspeed.com

ONINNL 2 ONDIAY3ES
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>

BRI 1T

EroSimnEERIries

* menu servicing + cost-effective repair + MOT testing station
» 4 wheel alignment - restoration/rebuild - full diagnostics

www.brauntonengineering.co.uk
01271 814144

Porsche Specialist

DEVON

EX33 2JP

call now 0121 5577 911
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At JMG we are dedicated to helping you get
the best experience from your Porsche.

We service, diagnose, repair and improve Porsche
Vehicles in our South of England workshops.

JMG Porsche are a family run business built on a
foundation of three generations of Porsche experience
stretching back to the early 1970’s.

JMG Porsche

Unit 1 Station Approach
Fairmile Road
Christchurch

Dorset

BH23 2LJ

Tel: 01202 488800 or 07000 996911

Email: service@jmgarage.co.uk
mailorder@jmgarage.co.uk

www.jmgarage.co.uk

High Definition Digital Imaging Wheel Alignment  Brake Upgrades inc. Ceramics

Suspension Package Upgrudes

B - Gl
S L 1
-

Fl_xed Price Menu Servicing for all Mode|s

un

Chussm Allgnment Centre
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Premier Porsche

PARTS FOR:
EVE HY d56, 844, EIEEE. 2368, 55{4. 89943,
912 &£ 811's from 1965 to 2012
NOT ONLY PARTS, BEUT ALSO:
F D R = BODY SHOP & FITTING FACILITIES
» SERVICE & FITTING CENTRE
e v e r « BODY STYLING & CONVERSIONS
« WHEEL & TYRE FITTING
( : « DAMAGE REPAIR & RESTORATION
P D R S H E + ENGINE & GEARBOX REBUILDS
« SUSPENSION & EXHAUST UPGRADES
« PARTS DEPARTMENT

+ WORLDWIDE DELIVERIES
¥ PERFORMANCE UPGRADES

HNINNL ® DNIDIANES .

Call our Sales Team on

+44 (0) 20 8500 8811

]
Visit our Online Catalogue at

www.design911.com &

oBoy A &
b
. -

MOBILE
IN PERSUOMN PHONE SHOP

Easy 10 USE

E’GHT PRDDUGTS S——
A1 THE RIGHT PRICE [RJEES ot

IESIGN 911

UNIT 5 * BRACKEN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

185 FOREST ROAD * HAINAULT = ESSEX IGB 3HX Centre for Porsche



Premier Porsche

N°5 SR EST 1976 |ﬁﬁ

AR L E e s

=n — =
_"'% 986 996 987 997 & Cayman engine repair specialists

e ALL SERVICING REQUIREMENTS " N

© MAJOR OR MINOR MECHANICAL REPAIRS

® ELECTRONIC DIAGNOSTIC SPECIALISTS
FOR ENGINE, ABS, PSM ETC

® AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE AND REPAIR
(LICENSED OPERATOR)

TEL: 0208 993 7318 ___
‘© éz/zzt'(?t/'ly) @&wd{/{% derece 7976 1 ‘ﬁéﬁ,

. o this

HNINNL? DNIDINYES .

UNIT1, 46 COLVILLE ROAD ACTON, | 5oscm geomoven
LONDON, W3 8BL ELECTRICAL CENTRE

www.no5garage.co.uk
email: no5garage@aol.com

e R

Tel: 01204 302809 Web: www.hartech.org
Email: auto@hartech.org

T e L : _
| s . Il
" e ' - 5
ENGINE REBUILDS - ALL MODELS GEARBOX REBUILDS
GENERAL REPAIRS & SERVICING ALL MODELS (IR COINRIVIeININE
- r
| I E! | r
1 Y | e
1 i

LONDON’S MAJOR PORSCHE SPECIALIST
UNITS 32-34 MILES ST, VAUXHALL SW8 1RY
WWW.RGAPORSCHELONDON.CO.UK

EMAIL BOB@RGAPORSCHE.CO.UK
ALL WORK TO THE HIGHEST STANDARD AND CARRIED OUT IN HOUSE
MON-FRI 7AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-6PM, SUN - CALL

TYRE SUPPLY & FITTING TEL: 0207 793 1447 - ASK FOR BOB FOR BOOKING ADVICE WHE O
WHEEL ALIGNMENT RE-FURBISHMENT

-

TORQUE TUBE OVERHAUL
924,944,968,928

. o ) _..f... SaP M ."'.:.‘" " —_ 'l'_ 3
DAMAGE REPAIR INCLUDING
RESTCIRAION & [HESHARATE FOR ALL INSURANCE COMPANIES
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ELEPHANT RACING™ www.elephantracing.com

Curve-Straightening Kits

For suspension performance, visit www.elephantracing.com

From 911 to 997,
Boxster/Cayman
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Suspension 2

Von Shocks™

Coilover Kits and Conversions
GT3 Control Arms
QuickChange™ Spring Plates
ASP™ Spring Plates

935 Spring Plates
QuickChange™ Torsion Bars
PolyBronze™ Bearings
Rubber Bushings

T ——

De-Cambered Ball Joints
Weather Sealed Monoballs
QuickChange™ Camber plates
Hollow Sway Bars

Bump Steer Correction Kits
QuickChange™ Strut Brace kits
Turbo Tie Rod Kits

Low Friction Control Arm Mounts
and More...

Everything for your suspension!

Sphericals™ Control Arm Bearings

Better Ride
Better Grip
Better Performance

® Three-axis freedom of movement
* Free-floating to relieve chassis flex
* Never binds
® Superior performance

y * Maintenance free, squeak free
* For 68-89 911 /912/930/ 914

Go online to see
Sphericals" f[oating action! www.elephantracing.com +1 408-297-2789

- Sanwi(n .
Eg\?vt iiT;F;EZ?o::Iﬂsdr:’ivri)i?ng rates E L E P H A N T _ - ) |

24 x 7 web ordering and information

www.elephantracing.com  +1 408-297-2789
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Premier Porsche

Performance Upgrades
Race & Track Car Preparation
A/C Repairs and Gas Replenishment
Wheel & Tyre Supply and Fitting
Wheel Refurbishment
Bilstg\in & KW Suspension Kits

e

P

— - AR &~
- Tx\\s\
. .

“Tel: D12b57

™,

service@i)romaxmotorsport.com
parts@promaxmotorsport.com
www.promaxmotorsport.co.uk

Gears, differentials, and
components for racing

WEEKEND TRACK TOY OR PROFESSIONAL RACECAR, WE’VE GOT
THE GEARBOX COMPONENTS TO GET YOU TO THE CHECKERED FLAG.

any consider Daytona the toughest test of
equipment in the world. After 24 hours,
the last 5 hours without a clutch, Guard
Transmission's gears, ring and pinion,
and LSD brought Bullet
Racing home.

Sequential Cup Car Gear Sets ==—

Available in all standardized =T
2008 & 2010 homologated ratios - =

Guard Transmission LLC

(303) 530-1094 www.guardtransmission.com

LN ENGINEERING

Aircooled Precision Performance

Nickies™ The Original & Genuine Solid
Aluminium CNC Billet NSC-
Plated Cylinders

66% Stronger & Twice the Cooling - B0-105mm

Lifetime Warranty on Plating * 356, 911 & 814

PRICES STARTING AT 54195 GCYL 52598 4 CYL
INC. FORGED JE PISTONS ALL MODELS 1548-1998

Nickies™ for 986,/987 & 596,937 models
54299 INC. FSR ULTRA-LIGHT JE PISTONS
STOCK OR BIG BOAE SIZES UP TO 4.0 LITERS
UPGRADE TO TAIPLE CERAMIC IMS BEARING $885
841 OF AND CAYENME VB ALSD AVAILABLE

%409
IMSA: ™
Guardtan

Engine Failure Detection System

Blown engine? Want more power?
W hawe your D' chunk or slipped sleeue
Cylinder repair solution!

R&R Pro Connecting Rods
Manufroturod axclusiely for LN Enginearing
CRYO-TREATED BILLET 4340 CHROMOLY
MOET SIZES IN-STOCK THRLU 857 MODEL
B CYL $1884 | 1007 MADE IN THE USA

PP

MYS7-12 MSE/MSB7 /841 UPGRADES
Improve your engine’s reliabiity and longewvity
Lowr-Temp Thermostat S99+
Spirn-On Filter Adapter 5150
Magnetic Drain Plug $25.75
06l Change Bundles Avadable
Billet Racing 0 Filter 250
5 B 2 gt Deep Sump $300+
HPDE Accusump 51400

T IMS Retrofit™ “¥51" Dual 0F Scavengs Pump Kits 52000+
! MYSF08 M3E MODELS Power Steering Cooler Kit $200
CERAMIC BEARING Extarnal Oil Cooler Adapter [Heat Exchanger Delete] $300

STRONGER DESIGMN Billet Tensioner Paddie $300

SINGLE & DUAL ROW $649 Chromaly 0§l Pump Drive $25
IS PRO TOOLKIT 203 ARP Pod Bales $250
ARP Carrier Bolts 200

815-472-2939

= ! :
—==* www.LNEngineering.com

dealerenguiries welcome | prices su

mention this ad when ca

bject to change | please
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PORSCHESHOP co.u«

Choose by Model >

WORLD LEADER

SPECIALIST
Web/Mail Order

Accessories & Gifts
Body & Trim Parts
Body Styling

Books & DVDs

Car Care & Touring
Clothing & Shoes
Interior Trim
Mechanical Parts

| Classic

S IN

PARTS DIRECT

911 | 964 | 993 | 996 | 997 | 991 | 924 | 944 | 968 | 928 | Boxster

INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST RETAIL CENTRE

Tota

P
-

R

1911’s

“Best 911 of 2010”

2012 Konrad Supercup Partners

Cayman

Tel: 0121 585 6088

Cayenne | Panamera

Sage Pay

r-li SECURE SHOPPIMNG

Motorsport Related
Performance Parts
Pre 74 Classics Parts
Seats & Belts

Sports Exhausts
Steering Wheels
Wheels & Accessories

WORKSHOP SERVICES

* Porsche trained e Free vehicle diagnostics

* Specialist independent servicing does not
affect your manufacturer warranty

* Full menu pricing of all Porsche models
(e.g. Boxster/911 10,000 service £185+VAT)

Zymol Products

Onsite Services

Porsche Car Sales
Retail Shop
Workshop Services

INTERIOR & BODY STYLING

* Carbon fibre trim

* 997 Aero & Gen2
LED & DRL updates

* Full fitting service

* Competitive pricing

* Mesh grills

* Aero/GT3 kits

* Alloy wheels & tyres
* Exhausts & tailpipes
* Spoilers & skirts

PERFORMANCE & TUNING

* Free fitting on complete exhaust systems
* EuroCup GT tuning & remapping

* Track day & fast road preparation

* Suspension, geometry & wheel alignments
* Carbon intake kits & cold air intakes

Multiple

Winnars

R o\
Address

Unit 4 Block 2,
Shenstone Trading Est,
Halesowen, West Mids,

WEBSITE & MAIL ORDER

¢ All parts for all models from 1965 to the
present day 15,000 lines in stock

* Sage Pay secure online payment system

* Full tracking on all shipped orders

* \Worldwide shipping with UPS & DHL

GIFT

ﬂ g J IDEAS

N
= =

BB3 3XB, UK

Phone Number

0121 585 6088
+44 [0) 121 585 6088

Opening Hours

Mon-Fri:9-5:30pm
Sat: 10-2pm

Ao

1 mieroges
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Premier Porsche

Independent Garage Services is an independent garage
specialising in VW, Audi Group, Chrysler Jeep and Porsche.
Based in Southampton, we undertake all aspects of maintenance.

INDEPENDENT
GARAGE SERVICES
SPECIALISTS IN:-
VW AUDI GROUP

PORSCHE

Independent Garage Services

Porsche Servicing = With the acquisition of the latest Porsche diagnostic equipment, we can offer
menu servicing to factory specifications. Whether you own the latest 911 Turbo, Boxster or Cayenne,
we offer a real alternative to main dealers. With considerable experience gained from racing our 996
GT3in endurance racing we are comprehensively equipped to cater for all.

With little choice in the Southampton area and main dealers over an hour away, give Jim a ring
today to discuss your requirements and find out how competitive we can be.

For more details on the services we offer and our pricing range — please visit our website.
www.independentgarageservices.co.uk

Unit 5, Stanstead Road, Boyatt Wood Industrial Estate, Eastleigh, Southampton, SO50 4RZ
Tel: 02380 629606 Fax: 02380 629329

ZIMR ORDER ONLINE PARTS FOR ALL PORSCHES ¢ LOW PRICES ¢ FAST SHIPPING
www. allzim.com
AUTOTECHNIK

PORSCHE SPECIALISTS

i .d
l"

——_!'L‘ m

T

L)

FedEx Zlrosucsmce
Fax: 001-817-545-2002
Phone: 001-817-267-4451

EATHERCAR

RENOVATIONS

D = D ‘ITICITDHLIJEHHE

nics For the

~ Old School Porsche

Mechanics for the 21st Connolly Leather

Trained & Approved
Century. Professional Leather
. : Upholstery Renovation
Servicing, restoration, Specialists.

~ engine builds and race prep

Hutton, Essex

& Tel: 07002 911356
or 07774 854 418
www.dsdmotorwerks.co.uk

 Leather upholstery to car &
aircraft seating, suites & contract
seating refinished using genuine
tannery lacquers.

¢ Professional DIY kits made to
order.

TO ADVERTISE IN

* Genuine Connolly Hide Care
Cream, professional leather
cleaner & care products available
from www.leathercaredirect.com

THE PORBCHE MLEAZIMNE

www.leathercaredirect.com
Unit 2 & 3 Aston Court, Kingsland Grange, Warrington, Cheshire WA1 4SG
Fax: 01925 456331
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Srive Alosd

Visit all sever

Trive the

Make MY Por

RS

the
contivests

por\oursf" M9
Reach Coneours

Everything for the Porsche Enthusiast

road scholars

restorations | sales | service
www.road-scholars.com

What’s on your list?

<che flawless

Award-Winning Restoration Services | Sales | Service
Concours Prep | Transportation | Special Car Location

« 9 Top PCA Concours Finishes
« 2 Top 356 Club Concours Finishes

« 4 Zuffenhausen Awards
o Gmund Achievement Award
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Prices from

£420.00 xsg500

Boxster

Prices from

£395.00 xsg300 |

Cayman

Prices from

£410.00 xses00

924/944/914

Prices from

£95.00 xsg100 o

Prices from

£420.00 xsgs00

noNFellreniinE ===

insurance & mortgage consultants P r

O @Mayfair INS WWW. .CcO.uk

P ————
Tel: Mon-Fri: 8.30am-6.30pm
ir ]
f MayfairPerformancelnsurance ] - Sat: 9am-1pm
Calls may be monitored for training purposes.
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Specialist Car YOUR PRIDE AND JOY
Insurance

Adrian Flux know how much you love
your 911, that's why we are dedicated
fo finding you a great policy tailored

fo your specific requirements and

driving history. Call us today for a free,

no obligation quote.

S 5

JONVNI4 '? IONVINSNI

ARUX o

0800 081 8989 _A——

include:
adrianflux.co.uk u Limited Mileage  ®

m Club Discounts B Plu

r W Agreed Valuve
Modified Cover
s Much More...

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority
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gne badge...one Club
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The Benefits

Flagship Magazine ° International, National and Regional Club Events * Registers

Factory Visits * Motorsport Division (inc. Track Days) * Cars and Parts For Sale Pmche ' I “ b C
Technical Support - Member Discounts * Club Shop * Website and Forum

Join Us Great Britain

The ONLY officially recognised Porsche Club in the UK - with approx 13,000 members

- * * Individual UK Resident’s Membership (plus initial £10 joining fee).
Membership from £60 pa Porsche ownership not required! Prices correct at time of going to press.

Tel: 01608 652911 (s.30am-5pm) WwW.porscheclubgbh.com




112 | Coming soon - Issue 97

I You didn’t think we'd leave this modified 911 sitting

in the corner at SharkWerks without having a go for
ourselves, did you? The product of a fruitful partnership
with TechArt, we just had to get back to California and
shoot this lavish joint venture on the 991 Carrera.

Issue 97: On sale 1 February 2013
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114 | Great roads

Great

Written and photographed by Alisdair Cusick

Essential info
LOCATION

Llanidloes

LATITUDE 524459 -3.5401

i
LENGTH OF DRIVE 15 miles
POINTS OF INTEREST

« Centre for Alternative
Technology

* Clay pigeon shooting

» Red Dragon

Bushcraft courses

* Devils Bridge Falls,
Snowdonia

* Bryntail Lead Mine

* Lots of walking

FOOD AND
ACCOMMODATION
www.unicorn
llanidloes.co.uk

The Angel, Llanidloes
www.lloydshotel.co.uk

www.purnellsrestau
rant.com

—
e

After last issue’s city break, we return to more typical
Great Road territory in the Welsh principality, where
you're never far away from a reservoir, quaint little village

or any other idyllic recurring feature of the countryside

ast month, we went a bit off-

kilter in our Great Road so as

to be able to appreciate the

Porsche flat six soundtrack.

| believe it was also the
shortest route we've looked at so far,
thinking about it. This month, we're back
in one of our usual haunts — a good jaunt
in mid Wales — for another fun length of
tarmac: the B4518.

Starting at Llanidloes, pretty much slap
bang between the Welsh/English border
to the east and the sea to the west, we
head roughly north on a curving route
towards Snowdonia. As you might expect,
this is pretty much classic Welsh reservoir
country, and sure enough we take in one
onthedrive. It's a bit of a joke to say you
could stick a pin on a map of mid Wales
and still find a good drive. Nevertheless,
it's at least partially true, for the fairly low
population density, open greenery and
scenery makes for an interesting driving
infrastructure compared to the cities,
though it still takes intelligence to ferret

out the better roads in the area. | usually
drive it south to north, though neither way
short-changes the driver.

The start soon throws off the houses
and village shops, and then the drive
begins in the manner to follow: a good,
two-lane road, close hedges and gentle
curves, with a steady rise to work against.
Alittle further on, we shrug off the hedges
from the roadside as the view opens
out to green rolling valleys, with the road
threading ahead, still rising in altitude.

This is how we continue for a few miles
or so until we pass the water feature
on the left — Llyn Clywedog Reservoir —
where there’s a small lay-by if you fancy
a break to take in the surroundings with
the family. This is a good driving route,
with a nice open aspect to the road. With
nothing too tight or poorly sighted, it's a
good, steady weave, all the time working
the car against the rising terrain.

Alittle further on, the road changes
character alittle as it weaves through a
few farms and village communities. We're

now down to a single lane and some

tight bends that do require slowing down.
Don't lose heart, however, for thisis a
lovely place to be. Here, between Staylittle
and Pennant, there’s good sightlines in
the main and decent progress is made
through typical Welsh backwaters
despite the single track. The final section
opens out, rolling towards the end after
Bont Dolgadfan as the lower reaches of
Snowdonia appear in the distance.

It's a common route to take from
South Wales to the north, which adds up
a few good bits of road... and some not
so good, | have to say. It's easy to create
a circuitous route from the bottom to the
top of good stuff, though, and the B4518
usually gets included. There's good
driving off the route too, as you'd expect,
particularly towards Machynlleth if you
want to explore. Of course, being Wales,
you may have to slow down occasionally
for a village, but that usually means
there'll be a good pub lunch to keep you
going on to the next route. Perfect! Sl




CARGRAPHIC.COM PARR-UK.COM

THE PERFECT

PARTNERSHIP

FOR YOURPORSCHE

cargraphic §

§oo J)

WITH OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE,

PARR IS NOW ONE OF THE UK’S LEADING PORSCHE
SPECIALISTS. AS THE OFFICIAL IMPORTER OF CARGRAPHIC
TUNING PRODUCTS, WE CONTINUE TO OFFER THE BEST
POSSIBLE SERVICE TO OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS.

cargraphic: &, 1T

+49 63 41968 911-0 01293 537 911

TUNING // SERVICING / MOTORSPORT // STYLING




Made in Germarny | www.fvd.net
BROMBACHER?® Porsche® Turiing | Parts | Service
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Like us on Facebook ™ Watch our YouTube™ Channel ﬁr 'E
facebook.com/fvdbrombacher 0 u u e youtube.com/fvdbrombacher paﬁr. E

No matter if you need parts for your aircooled or watercooled, we have everything you need.
Simply visit us at and discover why more enthusiasts choose to put our passion into their Porsche®

fvd Germany phone: +49-7665-98990 fax: +49-7665-989920 www.fvd.net
fvd North America phone: +1-954-571-2050 fax: +1-954-571-2060 www.fvd.net





