SPECIALIST
PORSCHE SERVICING

a2

ESTABLISHED 1963
PORSCHE FACTORY TRAINED TECHNICIANS
THE LATEST DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT
FIXED PRICED, COMPETITIVE SERVICING COSTS
FOR ALL CLASSIC AND MODERN PORSCHE

V_,/"' i *\/___\\v
HEXAGON

= LASSILD

FOR ANY QUESTIONS OR ENQUIRIES RELATING TO SERVICE OR BODY SHOP WORK PLEASE CONTACT:
Bill Nathan bill@hexagon.uk.net or call our service line +44(0)208 815 0867

hexagonclassics.com
+44(0)208 348 5151 | Sales: 82-92 Great North Road, London N2 ONL | Service: 90 Fortis Green, London N2 9EY



! BRIAN REDMAN EXCLUSIVE GUEST COLUMN

Total

992 TURBO S DRIVEN

In-depth road test: has Porsche improved
its indomitable super sports car?

TURBO POWER...
CARRERA MONEY

Litchfield's modified 992 C4S takes on
the factory 911 Turbo - at half the price

HOW TO BUILD YOUR PORSCHE
PROJECT FROM HOME,
FEATURING STORIES FROM
THE WORLDS OF BOTH

AIR AND WATER

PLUS
WALTER ROHRL INTERVIEW « EVERY

ISSUE 194

DigitalEdition

MODEL RATED 1963-2020 - 991.1: £100K
RENNSPORT INCOMING? < PORSCHE
TRACK PRECISION APP EXPLAINED




BEVERLY HILLS CAR CLUB

Peverly

SPECIALIZED DEALER OF EUROPEAN AND AMERICAN CLASSIC CARS ( s ©
FHills

1993 Porsche Carrera 2 Cabriolet Stock Number 11310
This very presentable 1993 Porsche 964 Carrera 2 Cabricket s avallable inits
ariginal color codefl 398 Armazon green with 2 tan interior. e comes with a dean
Carfax and is equippad with a S-speed manual trarsmission, air conditianing,
dunl airbags, cruise control, power windows, pOwer StEering, power ssats, power
imirrors, power soft top, rear seat delete, solid wheeks and indudes the spare tire,

jack and tool kit. The original owner's manual i inchuded alongside receipts totling
over $20,000 for miscelivveous mechanical work as well a3 a recsipt for over
$2,000 for transmission work done as recently as 091 12019, This isa kot of car for

the money. The Porsche is also mechanically sound. Biie 534!750

¥

1979 Porsche 9115C Targa Stock Number 11780

The 1979 Porsche 9115C Targa featured here with
matching numbers is available in its original color
code#502 cashmere beige. It comes equipped with a
manual transmission, Ceres wheels, power windows, BBS
wheels and includes the spare tire. This is a very clean,
highly presentable, and excellent original California car
which is also mechanically sound. For $2 8,500

1975 Porsche 930 Turbo Stock Number 05638

A true piece of automotive history, this iconic 1975 Porsche 930 Turbo
with matching numbers and the Certificate of Authenticity included,

is for sale in its original color code#027 Guards Red with a black
interior. Only 284 Porsche 930 Turbos were ever made in 1975, and
this car is #255, and one of only 20 in the U.S., according to the 930
Turbo 3.0 Liter Registry. This rare find comes equipped with a manual
transmission, factory electric sunroof, chrome drivers side mirror,
power windows, Fuchs wheels, as well as a spare tire. Not many of
these early 930's become available, but when they do, they certainly do
not stay on the market for very long. This is a unique opportunity to
join a select group to own a piece of what many regard as the purest
and most original expression of the 911 Turbo. It had the same owner

since 1986 and is mechanically sound. For 5225,000

1991 Porsche 964 Cabriolet Stock Number 11612

This 1991 Porsche 364 Cabriolet featured here with matching numbers and
53,163 miles on the odometer s available in its original color codef 377

of Amazon green metalic with a @n interior. i comes with a dean Carfax:
and is equipped with a 5-speed manual transmission, air conditioning,
cruise control, dual airbags, OEM Porsche CD stereo, power windows,
power steering, power seats, solid wheels, power soft top and indudes the
jack The original owner’s manual is also included as well as some service

For $33,500

; o Thissir besnachianial i mechanically sound.

1990 Porsche 964 Carrera 2 Stock Number 11589 1989 Porsche Carrera Cabriolet Stock Number 11631

This excellent original 1990 Porsche 964 Carrera 2 is This 1989 Porsche Carrera Cabriolet with matching
available in Grand Prix White with a creme interior. numbers is available in its original color code 80K Guards
It comes equipped with a 5-speed manual transmission, Red with a black interior. It comes with a clean Carfax
air conditioning, power windows, sunroof and Porsche and is equipped with a 5-speed manual transmission, air
twist wheels. It was with the same owner for many conditioning, cruise control, power windows, power soft
years. This is an excellent original California car that is top, Fuchs wheels and includes the spare tire and jack.
This car is mechanically sound.
For $46,500 For $30,750

1987 Porsche Carrera Targa Stock Number 11808 1975 Porsche 911 Coupe Stock Number 11055 1975 Porsche 9115 Coupe Stock Number 11416

“This very beautiful original paint | 987 Porsche Carrera Targa with matching
numbers is available in its original color code#80K Guards red with a black
interior. It comes equipped with a G50 transmission, air conditioning, power
windows, power seats, Fuchs wheels and indudes the air compressor and
copies of over $19,000 in service records which stretch all the way back

to the first | 000-mile service done in |989. This is an excellent original
Calfornia car that is mechanically sound.

For $39,950

1980 Porsche 930 Turbo Coupe Stock Number 11781

This very presentable 1980 Porsche 930 Turbo Coupe with matching numbers
s available in its original color codet624 Anthracite grey with a black interior.
It comes equipped with a manual transmission, air conditioning, power
windows, Fuchs alloy wheels, rear window wiper and indudes over $15,000 in
service records for mechanical and electrical work just completed 2/1 172020
This is a highly collectible and sought-after car. The 930 was with the same
owner for many years and is mechanically sound.

For $69,950

This 1975 Porsche 911 Coupe is available in red with This 1975 Porsche 9115 Coupe with matching numbers

a black interior. This was originally a color code#249 is available in blue with a tan interior. It comes equi
emerald green metallic example. It comes equipped with with a 5-speed manual transmission with a 2.7-liter

a manual transmission with a 2.7-liter engine, solid wheels engine, Fuchs wheels and includes the spare tire. A very
and includes the spare tire. It is missing the rear deckid. presentable 9115 Coupe which could use some light

This is an excellent car for some light restoration. cosmetics. The vehicle had the same owner for many years

For 518,750  Shdtasmcandycoms aucordionmn. . £94.500

1968 Porsche 911L Targa Stock Number 10296 1968 Porsche 911 Sportomatic Coupe Stock Number 11815 1967 Porsche 9115 Coupe Stock Number 11495

This very collectible 1968 Porsche 91 IL Targa comes in
this gorgeous color combination of brown with a black
interior with Pepita inserts. It comes equipped with a 2.0
liter with a manual transmission, fog lights, and Fuchs
wheels. The Targa is an extremely clean and presentable
car which is also mechanically sound.

For $69,950

This excellent ariginal 1968 Porsche 911 Spor Coupe with This exeremely collectible survivor 1967 Porsche 7115 Coupe with matching
numbers is featured here in its original color code6B02 Polo red with a bers (Kardex induded) is available in its original color codeff6404 light ivory
black interior. le comes equipped with a 2.0-liter engine with a Sportomatic with a black interior. It comes equipped with a S-speed mamal ransmission, fog
transmissian, wood steering wheel, Fuchs wheels and inclsdes over $8,000 lights, wood steering wheesl, It was with the sme owner since the |980s. Den't
in service records for work completed in August, 2019 for a resealed engine miss out on this highly desirable, first-generation 9115 which would make an
and tramsmission, new studs, new 551 heat exchangers, new Dansk muffler excellent start oF addition to any dassic car collection. This is a definite sandout
and even a new steering wheel A very clean and presentable Porsche which at any Porsche gathvring. This is aleo an extremely original blue-plate California
is mechanically sound. ¥ sournvd.

., For $54,500  ohhemeduialy For $159,950

Looking for classic or luxury sports cars?
* We buy and pick up from any USA location * Worldwide shipping

Please check our website as we have cars being delivered daily

Alex Manos, BEVERLY HILLS CAR CLUB 4576 1/2Worth St., Los Angeles, CA 90063
'F Yy O T: +1 (310) 975-0272  http://lwww.BeverlyHillsCarClub.com E: sales@beverlyhillscarclub.com




huge positive of all the various lockdowns

incurred throughout the planet is the fact

that it’s given us downtime to indulge in our

passions ‘from home’. In Porsche circles, that

has inevitably given rise to tinkering with our
cars on our own driveway.

Even if, like me, you'd usually consider yourself more of a
‘chequebook mechanic, this unique period has given us the
opportunity to roll those sleeves up and undertake all manner
of home-based tasks — I've heard all sorts, from the basic to the
bonkers! Luckily, there’s a wealth of information at your disposal
nowadays, should you want to get brave with the spanners, with
plenty of YouTube walk-throughs, books, or even forums.

Our ‘Built not bought’ issue this month pays homage to
the art of Porsche DIY, led by three inspiring stories from

“Our ‘Built not bought’
issue this month pays

homage to the art of
Porsche DIY”

the worlds of both air and water. Additionally, our ‘Living the
Legend’ section — a popular mainstay of the magazine, full of
month-to-month owner reports — is particularly lively this issue,
our contributors from around the world getting stuck into the
idea of flat six fettling from home.

Elsewhere, I'd like to dedicate this issue to the late Hans
Mezger. The term ‘legendary’ is bandied around far too often
these days, but the flat six sitting in the back of your air-
cooled 911 is there because of Herr Mezger. His engineering
prowess formed the cornerstone of Porsche’s achievements in
motorsport not over a period of years, but decades, motorsport
itself being a key component of the company’s historical and
modern-day DNA. Simply one of the most important figures
behind our beloved sports car, Mr Mezger’s star will never fade
at Porsche or, indeed, here at Total 911

LEE SIBLEY - Editor
E: lee.sibley@futurenet.com

&i Facebook

/total911magazine @total9ll

= Twitter & YouTube

/total911lmagazine

& www.total911l.com
Visit us for up-to-date news and debate
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g.. Opemng Hans Mezger 1929-2020

Ot

Total 911 is mourning Hans Mezger after the legendary former Porsche engineer
passed away on 10 June, aged 90. Mezger, who joined Porsche in 1956, famously
designed the air-cooled 911's flat six, his genius also gifting Porsche the 917's
12-cylinder motor and the TAG Turbo Formula One engine, as part of five
decades of crafting the company’s most successful combustion engines.

Photograph courtesy Porsche AG
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992 Turbo S first drive

How can Porsche go about making the best even better? We
find out with a first drive in the 650hp 992 supercar

Built not bought: '69 RSR tribute

Michael O’Neal tells the story of how tragedy turns into triumph
with his 911T to RSR project

Built not bought: 993 Touring

Andy Brookes fulfilled a lifelong dream with the purchase of his
Guards red 911 — before setting about to make it even better

Built not bought: 996 Leichtbau

The 996 is already fantastic value, but AJ Severino took his 911
to the next level of performance — by simply adding lightness

SharkWerks 997s

Our favourite NorCal tuners are famous for their 4.1-litre
conversions... we revisit a pair of brilliant 997 GTs

Walter Rohrl interview

The German driving extraordinaire reveals his other passions
away from cars

Litchfield 992 C4S

Want Turbo power for Carrera money? UK tuning house,
Litchfield Motorsport, has the answer
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Hans Mezger 1929-2020

Hans Mezger, the decorated Porsche engineer
and father of the company'’s flat six engine,
passed away last month at the age of 90.

Mezger has arguably had the most profound
influence on engineering at Porsche since the
company’s inception, his considerable talents
producing motorsporting highlights for Weissach
including the 917's 12-cylinder engine, as well
as the TAG Turbo Formula One engine. On the
road, every air-cooled 911 owner owes his or her
flat six to Mezger, who designed the legendary
combustion unit which powered the Neunelfer for
nearly four decades in various forms.

Mezger was born in Ottmarsheim, a small
village near Stuttgart, in 1929. Studying
mechanical engineering at the University of
Stuttgart, the young Mezger graduated in 1956,
shortly receiving no less than 28 job offers — but
Porsche was not among them. Mezger had to
apply for a job at Zuffenhausen, joining Porsche
in October in the calculation department, his
knowledge of the four-cam engine earning him
a place on the team for Porsche’s Formula One

Legendary engineer passes away aged 90

project by 1960. His experiences here directly
influenced his design of the six-cylinder 911 unit,
eternally dubbed the ‘Mezger engine’

Promoted to head of the racing department
for Ferdinand Piéch, Mezger created the 917
and the 12-cylinder engine which powered
it, his innovations also pioneering the use of
turbocharging in a road car with the creation of
the 911 Turbo in 1975. Mezger's engines have won
at Le Mans, the World Sportscar Championship
and the US Indy Series, his 1.5-litre V6 engine
also powering Niki Lauda and Alain Prost to
Formula One world championship titles in 1985
and 1986 respectively.

“We thank Hans Mezger for his extraordinary
engineering achievements. His innovations for
our series sports cars will remain unforgotten
forever,” said Porsche board member Michael
Steiner, in a fitting tribute. His achievements are
unrivalled and his name will forever be closely
associated with the success of Porsche and its
911 sports car. From all of us at Total 911, danke,
Herr Mezger.

orsche



Porsche Design offers custom-built timepieces

New initiative brings personalisation ‘from road to wrist’

The idea is to extend Porsche Exclusive's

unique options list ‘from the road to

the wrist’, for those who find appeal

in sporting a watch which matches

precisely the specification of their 992.
Customers can build their watch

using the online Porsche Design

Timepieces configurator, similar to

speccing their 911 on Porsche's own

Porsche Exclusive has teamed up with
Porsche Design to offer customers
the chance to spec their own, unique
timepiece to match their new 911.

The ‘Porsche Design custom-built
timepieces’ concept allows customers to
create a timepiece using materials and
colours from their new 911, including
types of leather and decorative stitching.

online car configurator, or as part of
the vehicle consulting process at
their nearest Porsche Centre. The
watches are then manufactured at
the Porsche Design Timepieces AG
workshop in Switzerland.

The initiative began in Germany from
1 July, and will be rolled out to the USA
and Great Britain in September.

Porsche invests in Serva
Transport Systems

Supplier of automated guided vehicles

joins shareholding structure

Porsche Ventures, the venture

capital arm of Porsche AG, has
invested in automated guided vehicle
manufacturer, Serva.

The Rosenheim-based outfit
supports companies in automating
their logistics processes through the
use of transport robots and intelligent
software, and has been working with

Porsche on production of its electric
sports car, the Taycan. However, it ran
into financial difficulties at the start of
the coronavirus pandemic. Porsche
decided to incorporate the business
operations and employees into its
business and shareholding structure,
Porsche Ventures, “to maintain
business operations.”

Real-life 911 racing returns

Porsche Supercup is back up
and running after 5 July restart

Enthusiasts are once again treated
to the sights of mirror-to-mirror
racing amid the sounds of thrashing
flat sixes as Porsche Supercup has
returned to real-life racing.

COVID-19 meant some drivers
took part in a virtual Supercup
championship during lockdown to
keep their talents in check, but the
season has now belatedly started
for real after a return to action at
Austria’s Red Bull Ring.

The programme for the rest of the
season is a busy one: seven further

races will take place before the
beginning of September, Porsche’s
premier one-make race series for
911 GT3 Cup cars competing in
Europe only.

“Along with Formula One, we
are trailblazers within Europe with
our return to the race tracks. The
health measures required to protect
everyone involved posed a major
challenge, but we have meticulously
prepared for them,” said Oliver
Schwab, the project manager for
Porsche Supercup.



10 | Guest column: Brian Redman

Great Britain’s Brian Redman

is unquestionably one of the
greatest drivers of his generation.
The former Porsche factory
driver sits down with Total 911’s
Tony McGuiness for part five in
a series looking back at Brian’s
remarkable life and racing career

he whole 917 program, which almost

bankrupted Porsche, was all Ferdinand

Piéch. Everything that was happening

with it, he was right on top of it all the

time — which was why he appeared at the
test in Daytona in 1969. | was not in attendance for
that testing. However, during that test, David Hobbs
lost the drive because he missed a gear.

Then of course the first race for the new team of
John Wyer Porsche was at Daytona in 1970. Piéch
was there because he had his Porsche Austria
Salzburg car there. That was a big shock to Gulf's
John Wyer, David Yorke, and John Horsman. They
weren't expecting another factory Porsche to be
running against them.

Really, we were all shocked to see another
factory 917K for Vic Elford and Kurt Ahrens entered
by Porsche Konstruktionen, essentially the factory
development department. Wyer asked about this with
Ferdinand Piéch, the director of Porsche motorsport,
who basically provided a disingenuous answer. It
appeared we would be battling not only a team of
Ferrari 512s, but also racing against ourselves.

The owner of the Porsche Salzburg team was
Louise Piéch. She was Porsche royalty as she was
the daughter of Ferdinand Porsche and the mother
of Porsche’s racing director, Ferdinand Piéch, who at
that time was the very person to whom John Wyer
reported. | never actually saw Louise Piéch turn up
to arace. We all marvelled how an elegant, elderly
woman like Louise found the enthusiasm to field a
major racing team.

Effectively all the mechanics on the 1970 Porsche
Salzburg 917s and 908/03s were all factory
mechanics from 1969 who had worked on all the
factory cars. So, Porsche Salzburg was another
factory entry. Despite it being a shock, it did not
create tension between the factory drivers.

The 1970 Nuarburgring 1,000km race in a way
symbolized the relationship between Piéch and Wyer.
Porsche used the light and nimble eight-cylinder
908/03 as it was better suited to the Nurburgring’s
complex circuit than the bigger and more powerful
12-cylinder 917K. Essentially the race was a shootout
between our two JW Automotive 908/03s and those

GUEST COLUMN

'Brian Redman

of Porsche Salzburg. John Wyer's team may have
been the official factory operation but, as we ruefully
learned, Porsche Salzburg really was the ultimate
family enterprise.

During the race, our Gulf cars were doing very well.
| was in the lead at the halfway point. | then noticed
the oil pressure started to fluctuate so | headed
for the pits and handed the car over to Jo Siffert
(pictured) while the mechanics topped up the oil.

Then more bad luck: the engine took a long time
to fire. Seppi returned to the track, but only briefly
before the engine seized. Our race was over, and
a certain win had evaporated. Both our JW Gulf
908/03s were forced to retire, leaving Salzburg
entries to inherit 1st and 2nd places. Victory went
to Vic Elford and Kurt Ahrens in the Salzurg No. 22
908/03.

In 1998, | met up with Klaus Bischoff who was a
factory mechanic in 1969, then a Salzburg mechanic in
1970. After that he was head of the Porsche Museum
in Stuttgart. During '98 when Porsche was the featured
marque at Laguna Seca in August, Bob Carlson, head
of public relations for Porsche Cars North America,
asked me if | would go to Sebring in March to test the
five factory Museum cars that were on their way to
Laguna Seca, and write an article for Road & Track
magazine, which of course | did.

Whilst doing this, | drove a 908/03 during the
Sebring test. Afterwards Klaus Bischoff and | were
discussing the 908/03... and | said to Klaus, “Siffert
and | should have won the Nurburgring 1,000km in
1970 but we ran out of oil”

Bischoff said, “Yaah Brian, in Porsche Salzburg
we know about this problem. We installed bigger oil
tanks!” My reply was, “Thank you very much Klaus!”
| still find it remarkable that Piéch chose to hide
this insider advantage from John Wyer and his own
‘Factory’ team. Blood, it seems, is thicker than oil.

© Getty Images

John Wyer accepted we were going to have
competition from Porsche Austria. There was no point
in being mad about it. You just get on with the job.

In fact, if you look at the results from 1970, you will
see the John Wyer results were a lot better than the
Porsche Salzburg results.

One of my great memories includes seeing the
908/03 at the Porsche Christmas party gathering
in 1969. One of the things they were also celebrating
was Porsche winning the 1969 Manufacturers
Championship for the first time ever.

An engineer at the party said to me, “Herr
Redman, voud you like to see ze new 908/037"
When | saw it without its front body and saw where
my feet were, | was a bit alarmed. In order to position
the gearbox ahead of the rear axle, the eight-cylinder
engine had been moved forward, pushing the driver
even further into the nose.

Not only would his feet stick out beyond the front
wheels, but there was only an aluminium oil cooler
and some delicate bodywork between the soles of
his shoes and whatever solid object the car might hit.
With the body off, the driver could actually touch the
right front tyre from his seat.

| got out and the engineer said, “Herr Redman
what do you sink of ze new 908/03?" | replied, “I
think It's a very good car for Douglas Bader!” It was
humour he may not have understood. Group Captain
Sir Douglas Bader was a legless RAF fighter pilot
during the Second World War. A true British hero,
he achieved 20 confirmed kills. He was eventually
captured by the Luftwaffe and after several escape
attempts, was moved to the famous POW prison
Colditz Castle. His life story is a fantastic one and a
story everyone should read.

Next month | will share more about the 908/03
and discuss some of the heartbreaks | suffered at
Le Mans. <3l



RH Specialist vehicle insurance is delighted to introduce
two dedicated and experienced in-house claims handlers

by Emma Airey, Head of RH Specialist vehicle insurance

RH places great value on its claims experience for customers, and we’d like you to
meet the engineers we’re proud to trust with the crucial work of claims assessment.

Both are highly qualified — but more than that, they’re true petrolheads.

Gary Sayer

| have had a passion for all things car-related since working with my dad in his body shop at ten years’
old. Throughout my career | have worked for major insurers and independent engineers, where I've taken
responsibility for assessing and preparing costs. My role has included a huge diversity of inspections on
all types of vehicles from bicycles to cement mixers to light aircraft.

Preparing an Escort for a rally team kicked-off a long-term hobby, and I've since prepared and repaired
several of my own rally cars for road and stage rallying.

| like working for a specialist motor insurer — | get to see such a diverse range of vehicles, making each
day different. It's great to get under the hood of so many different vehicles. | enjoy dealing with classic car
claims as | have a keen interest in engineering methods and materials associated with them, not to mention the constant reminder by
colleagues that | can probably recall working on some of them! That enthusiasm for older cars means | am thoroughly looking forward
to dealing with RH customer claims.

Owen Davies

My career in the motor industry started in 1980, and in 1982 | secured an apprenticeship with a coachbuilder
in Port Talbot, South Wales. | repaired and restored a variety of coachbuilt and more mainstream vehicles,
and I'm still a fully qualified paint sprayer.

| have owned many performance and classic cars over the years including a Capri Laser, Toyota Celica
ST2000 and more recently a Mazda MX-5, and | still have a passion for the repair and restoration of classic
vehicles. What | love about the work | do for RH is the variety of vehicle types and customers we see, each
having their own individual requirements. Our team has built a whole network of experts that we can call
upon if needed.

For example, we had a customer who lost control of their beloved 1923 Bean Tourer. The suspension and rear axle parts were
problematic to source but because of our extensive support network, we managed to find a repairer who had the vehicle’s design
specifications and had the parts made. Happy customers all round. After 38 years in the motor trade I'm really looking forward to
this next chapter, focussing my work on RH customer claims.

Contact RH Specialist vehicle insurance by calling

0333 043 3911

or email rh@ers.com

www.rhspecialistinsurance.co.uk

A HISCOX COMPANY
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The very best of your Porsche opinions

Rolling tyre noise

Dear Sir,

| recently had a little exchange of comments with
Harry Metcalfe. We were talking about the rear-
wheel noise of 911s, which is not... moderate.

| have been thinking about trying to get a test
drive with either a 991 or 992 from the importer
to get an idea of how the rear-wheel noise has
changed over time and generations. Then | started
thinking how this could be done in the most
accurate way. So | came up with this.

The test would be maybe three people
subjectively driving the same road of varying
characteristics with a 911 SC, 964, 993, 996,
997,991 and 992. We could compile subjective
comments and a controlled dB measurements at
two speeds over two different road surfaces: e.g.
50mph/80km/h and 75mph/120km/h, old tarmac
and brand new. The speed needs to be controlled
exactly. Also you need to consider the tyres and
wheel sizes (not to mention age of the tyre).

My car, a 996.1, is almost intolerable in a long
motorway stretch with old tarmac, but theniitis
very quiet with brand-new tarmac.

| agree with Harry that this is the biggest flaw
in the 911. He was referring to his project 8 Jag (in
whose development he was involved) when stating
that the problem can be tackled.

| have not yet tested the 991 nor 992, but I've
been told even by the rep of the importer that the

rear-wheel noise is still a big problem. Frankly, |
think, especially considering how fun a 911 truly is,
the rear-wheel noise is way under par.

Juha Kivekas

It’'s a great idea for an article: in my experience
rolling tyre noise has always been a noticeable
characteristic of the 911 driving experience, but
I've rarely found it to be a problem (perhaps I've
just got too used to it over the years). In fairness,
trying to have a civilised conversation with a
photographer during a three-hour motorway
drive in a 991.1 GT3 RS does spring to mind as
an occasion in which rolling tyre noise became a
little too much, but then again a991.1 GT3 RS is
built for the race track and not the M6!

What hasn’t helped over the years is the
gradual decrease in tyre wall sizes. That sportier
look has been to the detriment of noise, but then
I've always found it’s been drowned out rather
nicely by the timbres of the 911’s flat six engine.

You mention the 992 which, it has to be said,
has tackled rolling tyre noise penetrating the
cabin. Its superior build quality means it’'s much
quieter in the 992’s cabin, with rolling tyre noise
noticeably reduced. This is the same for both
Coupe and Cabriolet and, along with its damping,
is one of the real highlights of the 992 in serving
up a more civilised driving experience.



Email us with your Porsche opinions and
the star correspondence will receive a
complimentary Wax & Liquid Sample Box
from detailers Angelwax, featuring three
different types of wax along with a variety of
cleaning liguids, wax applicators, microfibre
cloths and an air freshener.

RHD 911s

Dear Sir,

| see you have recently done an article on the first four
RHD 911s (issue 192) and thought you might like to see
a picture of the first. I've owned the car for over 20 years
now and it still makes me smile!

Simon Corbett

We are delighted to see your picture of

the first right-hand-drive 911: an incredible

piece of Porsche history in your possession,
congratulations Simon. We are also exceedingly
pleased to read you’ve had the car for so long,
and that - regardless of the continued evolution
of the Porsche 911 - the purity of the early cars
still resonates so strongly. | hope you continue to
enjoy the car for many more years to come.

Lockdown bargain?

Dear Sir,

| wonder if you are interested in doing something
about how the lockdown and COVID-19 has affected
the market? | bought a 2003, 118,000-mile 996

C4S widebody from a dealer the day before lockdown
with a warranty for £13,750. It's got to be the
cheapest running C4S in the UK, surely?

Graham Perris

That’s certainly a bargain you’ve managed to
bag yourself, Graham. However, I'm curious to
know whether the price you paid for the car is
as a direct consequence of the pandemic (i.e.
job loss or business in need of an impetus in
cash) or a mere coincidence? Although we’ve
seen slight fluctuations in values of 91ls,
generally we’ve not seen them to the extent
of your example here. Either way, cracking buy
- best wishes with the ownership experience!

113
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: " It’s the ultimate do-it-all super sports
car: so how has Porsche made the 911
Turbo S even better in 992 guise?

o

Written by Lee Sibley
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ight from launch in 1975, the
Turbo has cemented its place
as the ultimate all-rounder 911.
The model which elevated

the 911 into the realms of the
supercar, its job in the 45 years
since has been not just to
deliver unrivalled acceleration, but provide a platform
in which this 911 is the reference point for every
driving scenario.

With that, we've seen the technologically superior
Turbo shift from a sports car with grand touring
credentials to, arguably, a grand tourer with sporting
intent, confirmed by the 991 generation with its
PDK-only gearbox and electrically assisted steering.
That led to us labelling the Turbo back in issue 115 as
the indomitable Porsche 911 - it really is THAT good
at doing just about everything. It’s a sentiment that’s
seemingly echoed at Porsche, so much so that Dr
Frank-Steffen Walliser (head of the 911 production line
at Porsche these days) proclaimed that development
of the Turbo is possibly his team’s most complicated
task. So just how do you go about making the best
even better?

Before we jump into our Gentian blue example
for a drive, it's worth running through its spec. The
Turbo S remains the “all bells and whistles 9117,
as you'd expect for a starting price of £156,000. In
992 form, there’s a large amount of carry-over, in
principle, from the 991 generation before it, albeit
with tweaks. An example of this is the active
acrodynamics, which has evolved considerably.
There are now three recognised settings for PAA:
Eco, Sport and Performance. Various technologies
are deployed all around the Turbo S body to best
support each mode: that active front chin spoiler
is now split into three segments, with the centre
section able to operate separately to the sides. Above
them, the Turbo S’s active front grilles open and close

depending on speed, to optimise either airflow or
cooling. Then, at the back, the active rear spoiler has
no less than seven different positions encompassing
height and angle of attack, to best manage both
downforce and drag.

Similarly, centre-lock wheels with PCCB ceramic
brakes are standard, but on the 992 the callipers are
ten-piston, up from eight, with 420mm discs, and
390mm at the rear - that means the disc size of the
latest Turbo S is now bigger than the entire wheel of
the first 930. How about that for evolution.

Such potent stopping power is needed, because
the 992 Turbo S is capable of shooting from standstill
to 62mph in just 2.6 seconds, powering on to a top
speed of 205mph - this is a 911 that weighs nearly
two tonnes, don’t forget. The intercoolers on the
3.8-litre Turbo S are mounted on top of the 9A2 Evo
flat six, rather than behind those gaping side air
intakes placed ahead of the rear wheels. For the 992,
these feed air directly into the engine’s intake system,
while bigger VIG turbochargers and Piezo injectors
look after both power and efficiency. The result is a
monumental 650PS and 800Nm torque. A 70hp gain
over its predecessor, not since the 996 to 9971 have
we seen such a profound jump in hp on a 911 Turbo.
Again, the Turbo is AWD, this time being able to
transfer up to S00Nm torque to its front axle.

The 992 Turbo is also the largest road-going 911
ever, and ogling it in the flesh, I'd be lying if I said
it didn’t look like an automotive behemoth. That’s
not to say it’s ugly - far from it, those beautiful
992 design cues sculpted into something that’s
more aggressive, yes, but equally easy on the eye.

I particularly like the rear, where a revision to the
PU sees its rear licence plate recess moved up to
effectively fill that unwelcome void present on the
rump of a 992 Carrera.

Beneath that rear PU sit two large-bore exhaust
tips, their look identical to that seen on a 991 GI12 2
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LEFT At last, a Sports
- exhaust is added to the
Spoiler —— ; Turbo's repertoire
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BELOW Cabriolet roof line
faithfully follows the Coupe
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Model 992 Turbo S
Year 2020

Engine
Capacity 3,745cc
Compression 8.7:1
ratio
Maximum power 650PS @ 6,750rpm
Maximum torque 800Nm @ 2,500-4,000rpm
Transmission Eight-speed PDK

Suspension

Front Independent; MacPherson strut;
PDCC

Rear Independent; multi-link; rear axle
steer; PDCC

Wheels & tyres
Front 9x20-inch; 255/35/ZR20
Rear 11.5x21-inch; 315/30/ZR21

Dimensions
Length 4,535mm
Width 2,024mm
Weight 1,640kg

Performance
0-62mph 2.6sec
Top speed 205mph
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RS. Their notable presence is a visual reminder that
this is the first time a 911 Turbo comes with optional
Sports exhaust. Excited to hear its timbres, I jump

in the 992 and start the engine, letting it settle and
warm up slightly before toggling the dash-mounted
PSE switch. There’s a definitive difference in audio
when PSE is deployed: its tone switches to a bassy
thrum, reverberating beautifully into my ears. Next
we'd better find out how it sounds - and drives - on
the road.

We're driving the Cabriolet today, which takes its
roof system from its 992 Carrera counterparts - it
provides a neat silhouette which perfectly mimics
the Coupe’s line, though that roof system (and the
required chassis strengthening) means the 992 Turbo
S Cabriolet weighs in at more than 1,700kg. Portly.

Devouring the country roads of Berkshire today;
the Turbo S is quick to impress: a firm press of the
accelerator sees the 992 duly deliver its party trick
of an almighty, inertia-induced whack in the gut.
With only very minor delay, it shoots forward with
a ferocity I've not felt in a road car before, the Turbo
showing its eagerness to get going immediately -
though the way it delivers its savage performance
is what’s most impressive. There is, of course, some
weight transfer, but the Turbo S doesn’t launch
backwards onto its rear haunches and power down
the road in a daze of tyre smoke as you might expect
from a car utilising 800Nm torque. The Turbo makes
rapid progress, but there’s sophistication to its ability
to move, helped no doubt by that AWD system.

Peak power is delivered between 2,500-4,000rpm,
but the pull of the 992 Turbo S is so savage it feels
relentless from pretty much anywhere above idle
engine speeds. So savage, in fact, that Porsche has
ditched the Overboost function present on the Turbo
since the 997 era. Porsche says this generation simply

FAR LEFT 992 Turbo S's
active rear wing is height as
well as angle adjustable

doesn’t need it, and on evidence I can only agree.

It goes without saying, the additional power of
those uprated PCCBs are dearly needed in curtailing
the Turbo S’s velocity when called upon. Just as
efficient and relentless as the performance of the
engine, [ am as impressed by the car’s ability to stop
as [ am with its forward impetus.

Carving through Berkshire’s country lanes, the 992
is serving up the modern Turbo’s usual, astonishing
levels of performance. So balanced and capable is the
car, its grip levels so astounding, that it’s simply point
and squirt on the accelerator from me, all the while
flicking up and down through the PDK transmission’s
eight-speed gearbox, its gear ratios revised over
Carrera specification. A wider front track, a hallmark
of the 992, allows the Turbo to corner so flat, and
Sports chassis, part of the Turbo arsenal for the
first time, keeps the 911 planted and gives the ride
a dialled-in focus that’s possibly been missing on
Turbos previously. It is, however, very bumpy, and
that’s without switching the damping into its firm
setting. Sport chassis also reduces the ride height by
10mm, though ground clearance is never an issue, so
there’s no real need to spec a front lift system.

PDCC and its active anti-roll bars — a standard
feature on the Turbo S - remains a wonderful ally
for balancing the Turbo’s weight transfer as it pivots
through a bend, while Porsche Torque Vectoring
Plus (also standard on the Turbo S) is sensational
at keeping traction at the back of the car. Rear axle
steering helps to allay the Turbo’s sheer size in tighter
corners, completing the Turbo’s chassis weaponry.

It’s clear the capabilities of this Turbo S (and
indeed, many Turbos before it) lay far north of a
public road’s limitations, though I'm pushing this
Turbo hard: storming into a corner, braking much,
much later than I'd dare do in, say, a 992 C4S, 2

LEFT 930 leather package
gives a glorious throwback to
the early 911 Turbo'’s interior
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balancing the Turbo’s front and rear-end grip through
the corner and then monstering clear with a firm yet
judicious press of the accelerator. I have to be careful
not to take the mickey on a public road, but the Turbo
S is neverthelss capable of peeling back my eyelids
time and again, so startling is its ability to move.

Perhaps the major triumph of the 992 Turbo S is
its sound. That PSE makes all the difference, giving
the Turbo S (in Sport mode) an exhaust note not too
dissimilar to the 991 GT2 RS, in tone if not volume.
On acceleration, there’s an almost Mezger-like rumble
to it, providing a neat bass to the high-pitched
whistling of those two turbochargers. Come off the
gas and the Turbo S will pop and bang delightfully on
the overrun, so much so that it’s easy to forget I'm in
the presence of gasoline particulate filters.

It’s the noisiest Turbo of the modern era, which
does beg the question, why hasn’t Porsche been
able to replicate such a soundtrack - or any notable
soundtrack, for that matter — on 992 Carrera
derivatives? Finally the Turbo has a soundtrack to
match its character. It’s a revelation, and any Turbo
specced without PSE will now be missing the point.

As you're beginning to see, the 992 model is still
very much in possession of the traits associated with
a modern-day Turbo: this thrilling supercar is also
comfortable and useable everyday. However, it also

retains some “Turbo’ traits which could really do with
further development.

The first is its steering. Sure, the 992’s front axle is
massively improved over the 991 generation, its nose
sharper, the feel through the wheel more evident, but
the system on this latest Turbo still leaves me cold.
It's simply not as good as it can be, and I'm certain
it lacks the fluidity of the 992 C4S, for want of a
comparison with another new, AWD 911.

My other gripe is its size. At over two metres
wide including mirrors, the 992 feels like a giant
on the road, particularly in the UK, where our best
blacktop is of the squiggly, narrow variety cutting
through our landscape. In the 992, its size means
I'm having to position the Turbo S over towards the
centre of the road more in order to avoid hedgerows
(or worse), but the fallout means I'm frequently
riding over cats eyes. There’s a practical element to
consider too, as the Turbo is intended as an everyday
supercar: just how on earth is it going to fit into a
conventional car parking space, with enough room
for you to get out of the car, assuming vehicles are
parked either side? It just feels an absolute world
away from what the 911 always was: a dainty sports
car that consistently over-achieved against its rivals.
Sure, the mantra was changed with the 930 Turbo
in 1975, but even comparing this latest iteration to a

modern classic Turbo such as a 996 or 997 gives food
for thought: those models were also wide-bodied, but
manageably so from a practicality point of view.

Lastly, there are issues with its ride quality. Buoyed
by the accomplishment of the 992-generation’s
damping - it really is the best yet in melding both
comfort and precision — I wasn’t expecting the ride to
be so crashy. Perhaps its mass is just too great even
for the 992’s polished setup. Sure, the 992 Turbo S
has the edge over its 991.2 predecessor in terms of
dynamic chassis response, but the 991 is superior in
the comfort stakes. Worryingly, I think I'd struggle to
live with the 992's Sport chassis setup day-to-day.

Overall though, we're looking at another Turbo
triumph here. This is a 200mph supercar that’s as big
on opulence as it is performance. It'll humble a G13
RS on track, give Carrera levels of grandeur on the
road, and excite you with a G12 RS-like shove in the
gut every time you feel like burying your right foot.

The real excellency of this modern-day Turbo
though is the fact Porsche is bringing further
efficiency and sophistication to its repertoire, which I
think is really going to future-proof and even save the
model going forwards. It might be at odds with
Porsche’s electric ambitions elsewhere, but the 911
Turbo is still the benchmark super sports car — and
it’s only getting better... SHEl
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e had about two weeks to live.

After months of struggle and

years of slow decline, my dad’s
heart was about to give up. He

passed away December 2000.

Seven months later, my mum

passed away. My dad was
expected, but my mum was a huge, awful surprise.

That’s the thing about a garage. It’s the thing we
rarely talk about. It’s our solace. It’s our meditation.
It’s our fortress of solitude. It’s the one thing we can
rely on when the rest of our life goes to chaos. I
leaned on it heavily for a few years.

The car began as a 1969 91I'T rust bucket, rotting
away in a field in Lafayette, Colorado. A buddy of
mine passed it on the way home from work one day,
and knew [ was in the market. I went and knocked
on the guy’s door, and for $5000 (those were the
days when you could pick a long-hood 911 up at
Volkswagen prices) the project began. What was sold
as ‘rust free’, became a four-year, two-thousand-hour
restoration. The first phase, at least...

\Qu vy (

I bought a cheap welder from Harbor Freight,
joined the Pelican forums, and dived in head first. I
had to replace both inner and outer rockers on both
sides, gas tank support, and multiple areas around the
battery box and floorboards, as they were all rotted
away. Since I was going to autocross the car, I'd made
the decision to give it an ‘RS’ look by welding on SC
flares in the rear. I sourced the flares and fibreglass
ducktail and bumpers online, and ‘mock fitted’ them
on the car. I still had the 3.0-litre engine from this
car’s predecessor, and I installed it so I could drive
the car as a rolling restoration.

One day a good buddy and I decided to take our
cars on a spirited drive in a canyon above Boulder,
Colorado. We were a quarter mile into the drive
when a 17-year-old kid, sightseeing out of his window
and not paying attention, drifted his 70’s era Ford
F-150 truck into our oncoming lane. My buddy
swerved to miss him. I swerved to miss my buddy...
and went over the edge of the mountain. It’s hard to
believe how lucky I got. My car slid down at about
a 60-degree angle, and ended up getting caught in =
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the branches of a tree. I can’t tell you how odd it is
to look out your driver’s side window (that’s the left
side for us Yanks) and see blue sky instead of road.
I was spared a grim outcome as there was a 70-foot

sheer drop on the other side of the tree. So I was safe.

The car... not so much. In the accident, I'd lost two
wheels, my right side flare, and my front bumper
was ripped off. Since I had to replace my
flares, wheels, and bumpers, I thought,
“well, I might as well go RSR”, so [
sourced the flares, front fenders, a
huge set of 9- and 12x17-inch Fikse
FMI0s, and both bumpers.

In 20006, there weren't very
many RSR conversions out there,
other than race cars. So, I spent a
summer doing bodywork, learning
how to weld on flares, learning how to
modify and shape fibreglass, and learning
how to sand - and sand, and sand...

Finally the day had come to get the car in primer.
I had this idea to honour my parents with this car,
since they had both passed away while I was building
it. So, the first layer of ‘primer’ was a product called
‘Upol Reface’, which is a really thick, primer-like
substance. The best way to think of it is in-between
a primer and body filler. I mixed my parents’ ashes
into the primer, and we rolled it onto the body with

high-density foam rollers. Reface is a great product,
and smooths your car body like nothing I've ever
seen. I thought it would be cool to have my parents
‘surrounding me’ in the car at all times. Needless to
say, this car is never getting sold!
Onto the colour... it’s the number-one question
I'm asked about. I call it ‘Rando grey’. It’s a colour
I literally pored over for hours and hours,
and finally decided on from a catalogue.
As far as [ know, it’s not a factory
colour of any sort. I realise grey
cars have been in vogue for a while
now, but in 2008 when I painted it,
nobody had a grey car. My decision
to go grey on grey with the
Carrera and Heuer decals caused
the internet to dub the car “The
Grey Ghost”, which has stuck. This
completed phase one of the restoration.
Phase two would happen a couple of years later
after attending the Coronado Speed festival in San
Diego, California, where I had moved. By this time,
the value of vintage 91ls had skyrocketed, and I was
way ahead on this build since I had done it all myself.
I made the mistake of getting a hot lap in a real 1973
911 RSR, and felt how ferocious it wz
were very striking. First: with 300hp, this car was a
complete animal. Second: the 15-inch wheels with

. Two things




OPPOSITE Inside the Grey
Ghost you'll find houndstooth
seat centres, RS-style door
cards, and carpeting inspired
by the 356 era. The red
dashboard insert is a cool,
unique touch

LEFT O'Neal had his RSR
clone painted in what he calls
Rando grey, back in 2008
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Model 911T ‘RSR Clone’
Year 1969

Engine
Capacity 1995 Porsche 993 3.6-litre
flat six
Compression 11.3:1
ratio
Maximum power 272hp @ 6,000rpm
Maximum torque 330Nm @ 5,000rpm
Transmission Five-speed 915
Modifications Bursch headers and sport
exhaust; steel Turbo flares;
fibreglass front fenders;
fully stealth aptX Kenwood
Marine amplifier; Focal
integrated separates in the
doors; Kenwood stealth sub
under passenger seat; Classic
Retrofit Electrocooler Air-
Conditioning (probably my
best purchase ever)

Suspension

Front Re-valved Bilsteins; Smart
Racing swaybar

Rear Koni yellow adjustable

1

Full build story
with pics on
YouTube: rennch.
com/greyghost

Wheels & tyres
Front Accumoto ‘Fuchs’ 3 Piece
Racing Wheels; Michelin 275

TB15
Rear Accumoto ‘Fuchs’ 3 Piece >
Racing Wheels; Michelin 340 r 4
TB15 4 ¥
Dimensions em

Length 4,163mm r
Width 1,652mm
Weight Unknown

Performance
0-62mph Unknown
Top speed Unknown

balloon tyres give the car the right stance. Larger
wheels and tyres are disproportionate, and I knew my
giant Fikse wheels had to go.

I posted my 3.0-litre engine for sale on the way
home from that race. I had it sold in a couple of days,
and found a used 3.6-litre engine from a 1995 993 for
$8,000. I also purchased a set of Accumoto Fuchs
wheels in 9- and 11x15-inches, and had them type IIT
anodized, which gives them this great matte grey
colour. I hand dipped the centres to get the famous
RSR look, and remind me to tell you how I had to use
a sex toy to paint them if you ever see me in person.

With the re-valved Bilstein shocks in the front,
the Koni yellow adjustable shocks in the rear, a set of
Michelin TBI5s, and a potent engine with a 7:3:1 ring
and pinion gearbox from a 1972 911, third gear in this
car is what a true car enthusiast dreams about. It’s
torquey, powerful, and makes all the right sounds.

After the motor and wheels, I did a ground-up
interior restoration, including seats from BF Torino

Niurburgring, with houndstooth centres, custom
356-era red square weave carpet (which I hand cut
and sewed the bindings on myself), a hidden stereo
system where I hand-punched the speaker grille
holes into the door cards, and a Classic Retrofit
Electrocooler electric air conditioning unit because
I do multiple Targa rally events throughout the year.
Now the Grey Ghost is equipped to rip through
canyons, handle autocross and track days, and be
comfortable on a 1,500-mile road trip.

I am now in the process of building another car,
which you can check out on my YouTlube channel,
Rennch. It’s a 1969 911S race car that I'm converting
back to a street car, which I'm calling a ‘technomod’.
My goal is: if it’s available in a modern luxury car (for
example Apple CarPlay, adaptive suspension, or
general smart features), and I can make it work in
this 50-year-old vintage machine, [ will. I hope that
you'll join me in my Fortress of Solitude at rennch.
com/youtube. ZWIN



Whether your car is laid-up or on the road,
Adrian Flux can tailor a car insurance policy to suit you.

Our classic car insurance policy benefits can include: Agreed value,
laid-up cover, limited mileage discounts and much more.

Call us today for a free personalised quote
0800 085 5000 or visit adrianflux.co.uk

A D R I A N F LU x Authorised and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority
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TOURING

Harbouring boyhood ambitions to one

. day own a Guards red 911, Andy Brookes
j’?.j tells the story of how his dream evolved

A §

with the purchase of a 993 Carrera...

Written by Andy Brookes Photography by Scott Patterson
and Andy Brookes
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34 | Built not bought: 993 Touring

t's 1983, and my first day as a paper boy
at the local newsagent in Motspur Park,
South London. 'm waiting outside the
shop by myself at 6am for the manager to
arrive; it’s quiet, a milkman is delivering
his goods and pulls up just in front of the
shop, double parking next to a throng of
Cortinas, Vivas and Allegros - all rubbish British
cars of the time! A Guards red 911 with a whaletail
pulls up behind the milk float, waiting for a car to
pass from the other direction. For a few seconds I'm
mesmerised by the shape and the noise. It’s the first
time I have seen one in the metal. The driver then
overtakes the milk float and fully gasses it up the
road, over the level crossing and up the hill into the
distance, leaving me with a memory I'll never forget.
I then spent the next 35 years dreaming of owning
my own 911: cue many years of searching Autotrader,
throwing up a few ‘nearly’ moments along the way:. I
didn’t quite have the budget, or the car wasn't right,
you know the score... Then, a visit to Luftgekiihlt
GB (on the only rainy day in the glorious summer of
2018) pushed me to start the search for that dream
911. I toyed with a G body, maybe a 964 or 993, all of
which were on my radar.

I found my 993 in Bridport on the other side of
Dorset, at a Porsche specialist called Marque 21.
They’d looked after the 993 for the last 16 years of the
then-owner’s stewardship, carrying out all services
and some select modifications. The seats were
converted to Sports seats by Southbound Trimmers,
an RS steering wheel was fitted, along with red seat
belts, lowering springs, refurbished Cup 2 wheels
with red centres, a tuning chip, motorsound air filter
housing, and big oval tailpipes amongst others. Colin,
the owner, had completed many trips to Europe over
those 16 years. In his 70s by September 18, Colin
decided to sell the car due to a knee operation that
made driving a manual difficult. I made my offer and

ABOVE Retrimmed ‘Sport’ seats, an
RS Wheeﬂ,land short shift kit pays
into tR@993's ‘Touring' aspirations

had the car inspected, which came back fine. The
deal was done and the 911 was mine.

Built on 5 October 1994, my Carrera 2 is a
German-specification 1995 model year car with
the non-VarioRam engine M6405-635 and manual,
two-wheel-drive gearbox G5021-20, with good, short
gear ratios. The car came with possibly my perfect
specification from the factory including air-con, no
sunroof, LSD, computer, cruise control and left-
hand drive (for the aligned driving position and
continental tours) in Guards red with black interior.
The 911 was first registered in Stuttgart and owned
by the Porsche factory, believed to be a press/demo
car until June 1996, when it had 51,000 kilometres
recorded on the clock.

It was purchased by Lother of Moers, Germany
from the factory demo sales location in Stuttgart.
Lother owned the car for four years until August
2000 with 86,000 kilometres recorded. He then sold
it to a local car dealer in Moers. Within a few days
the 911 had made its way to London, was MOT"d in
Slough and registered to a Valeria Detori. She owned
the car in London until August 2002 with 114,000km.
It was then purchased by Colin, the previous owner
to myself.

I have never been one to simply leave a car
standard, I like to add my flavour. I guess my flavour
goes back to the ‘Cal-look’ days of the air-cooled
Beetle and OEM Plus trend of the water-cooled VW
scene. Subtle modifications that aren’t in your face,
modifications that can’t really be identified, but add
up to a resolved and usable car that sits right and
drives right. That's what I like.

My first modification was to sort out those red
wheels (shudder), which were not my bag at all.
After lots of deliberation, I decided on
Satin platinum as specced on a lot
of GT cars. What a difference that
made. I also fitted some 7mm <




»
o 2t ey

o4

e

30

ety
Kaarh
R

e

24t asadie
r PP

ABOVE |t started with a simple task
of inserting RS air ducts, but Andy
soon got carried away...
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36 | Built not bought: 993 Touring

Model 993 Carrera 2
Year 1995

Engine
Capacity 3,600cc
Compression 11.3.1
ratio

Maximum power 272bhp @ 6,000rpm
Maximum torque 330Nm @ 5,000rpm

Modifications Valved exhaust mufflers and decat

pipes; RS Pulley conversion
Transmission Six-speed manual G5012-20; LSD

Suspension

Front Standard with some rusty lowering
springs of unknown origin

Rear Standard with some rusty lowering
springs of unknown origin

Wheels & tyres
Front 7x17-inch Cup 2s refinished in
Platinum satin; 205/50/ZR17
Rear 9x17-inch Cup 2s refinished in
Platinum satin; 245/40/ZR17

Dimensions
Length 4,260mm
Width 1,735mm
Weight 1,370kg

Performance
0-62mph 5.6sec

Top speed 168 mph

ABOVE Red wheels were

refinished in Satin platinum,

-y *

similar to [
&

ABOVE Custom-designec!
switchable exhaust adds modernity -
to the 993's classic sgundtrack




spacers to the front to bring the Cup 2s out to the
arches, though it still needs more, I feel.

Christmas presents from my wife included a pair
of RS ducts to replace the fog lights — this should
have been a quick modification, but I managed to get
a little carried away... the front bumper was a little
stone chipped, and I also fancied filling the number
plate holes. So the front bumper and the ducts got
shipped off to my body guy Simon at Wheel Works
in Poole to be smoothed and painted. With the
front bumper off I found that the brackets for the
oil cooler and the air-con evaporator were a tiny bit
flaky on the edges, and the fixings were a little past
best. So I disassembled all of those, got a quote for
having bits re-powder coated, and fixings replated in
a yellow zinc plate. There are minimum charges for
doing these, so I decided I would work back a little
further to find other items that needed a little refinish
to bring them back to prime condition. I ended up
removing all the underside coverings, the fan and
shroud and loads of brackets and fixings from inside
the engine bay.

Meanwhile, I'd spent a good amount of time with
industrial wet wipes cleaning the engine bay and all
the plastics. It was such a huge pleasure putting it
all back together, clean and fresh with the refinished
parts. The bearing in the fan was getting towards the
end of its life, so I decided to make things simpler
with an RS fan pulley conversion. I haven’t seen any
detrimental effects from this. The fan had the same
platinum finish as the wheels, with the housing in a
burnt orange ceramic coat finish as per a good few
Singer builds.
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I made a trim for the insulator pad that sits above
the engine, which really neatens up this area. The
engine bay really pops now.

While reassembling the front bumper with those
ducts I changed my indicators and side repeaters to
orange from white and had the headlights wrapped in
yellow film for the French-look front end. I designed
and made a magnetic mount for the front number
plate so that I can remove it easily for cleaning
(cough cough). I also had the centre bar of the grille
wrapped in black to disguise it and toughen up the
appearance of the front bumper. The 993’s front end
is now clean and purposeful.

My next project with the 911 was to attack its
exhaust. I'd planned on going for some Fister
mufHers, but my mufflers were too corroded to use
for their exchange program. I had found a thread on
one of the forums of a guy that had fitted valved
bypass pipes to his standard mufflers, which proved
too tempting to ignore. You can see where this is
going... valves were duly purchased alongside a
stainless tube, and the mufflers were removed and
sent to a local sandblaster to see how bad they were.
The standard mufflers are stainless steel, but they still
corrode as they sit directly behind the rear wheels,
and the blasting uncovered a few pin holes in the
tubes, but otherwise they actually cleaned up quite
nicely. I set about cutting holes in the inlet and outlet
tubes of the muftler, and cutting lengths of tube to
have the correct shape for creating the bypass
sections that I needed to mount the valves. Kitchen
roll inners were used as patterns to cut the tubes.
This was a long evening’s work, I can tell you! I had @




a local welding company weld it all up for me, and
then I refinished the whole muffler and some new
Dansk exhaust tips in a black ceramic coat to slow
down any further corrosion. Once complete, the
mufflers were heat wrapped and reassembled, a wire
was run from the unused front fog light switch to
open and close the values, and I now had a quiet or
loud exhaust note at will. I added ‘S” exhaust
surrounds to the rear bumper, again finished in black
ceramic coat, to really finish off the bumper cutouts.
I've changed the engine mounts of lots of my cars
over the years: it's amazing the difference new engine

mounts make to the handling of the car, you don’t get
that secondary shift of weight that soft or knackered
engine mounts give you. I changed the 993 mounts to
RS mounts, but I went cheap and bought non-OEM
parts. That saying ‘Buy cheap, buy twice’ is so true,
as the non-OEM parts were shot within a few weeks.
I'm now running WEVO engine mounts with the
black coloured bushings, giving just the right amount
of control with only a small amount more engine
noise transmitting into the cabin.

The interior of my car was pretty nice when I got
it, with retrimmed seats and that RS steering wheel,

“Subtle modifications that aren’t in your face
and can’t really be identified, but add up to
a resolved and usable car that sits right
and drives right”

so the addition of a red tacho dial face with redline at
12 o’clock and an RS cubby hole in the centre console
are the only mods I have made so far. I have plans

for removing the radio and having just a Bluetooth
kit delivering music from my phone via the amp and
speakers already in the car. Not much else is needed
inside... for now.

My last modification is a new engine cover with
ducktail. By sheer chance, someone was actually
selling one in Guards red on the 911UK forum at a
bargain price, and so a six-hour round trip to collect
it ensued. I think I will swap the engine covers
depending upon mood.

The modifications I've carried out are not terribly
expensive or in your face, but I hope you agree that |
have managed to add my own flavour, giving it a ‘993
Touring’ feel.

I have a few future plans including a short shift kit,
amod I fully recommend from previous cars I have
fitted them to. I had a full suspension health checkup
at Center Gravity late last year, which has given me a
list of things I need to attend to: a few bushings to
replace, a full coilover setup, and some new CV joint
boots. I also need to get some new tyres, and should I
change wheels as well while I'm at it? There are
decisions to be made! To help with all of the above
I've just purchased a mid-rise lift to make raising the
car so, so casy. I'm still so chuffed to finally have got
that coveted Guards red 911 I always dreamed of, right
from the day that G-bodied 911 overtook that milk
float and powered up the hill back at Motspur Park.
I'm known as the Chief Tinkerer on the Road to
Redline podcast I present alongside Lee Sibley and
Joe Williams. It's something I've always enjoyed
doing, so I doubt I'll ever stop tinkering and dreaming
of the next modification on my 993 — and there’s a
thought: how about a 3.8-litre engine on independent

throttle bodies?! Bl
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This 996 Carrera conforms to the ‘add lightness’ mantra, which has given
rise to a unique Leichtbau project — as owner AJ Severino explains...
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ver since [ was very young, I had
an innate fascination with the
world of motorsports. The desire
to ‘go fast’ wasn’t something [
simply wanted - it was a need that
possessed every aspect of my life.
Since earning my driver’s licence,
I've been the proud owner of countless vehicles
(seriously, I have trouble counting all of them). Each
one held a special place in my heart, but all of them
pale in comparison to the sheer joy that I get out of
this work of automotive art, which I have now owned
for seven years.

I own a 1999 Porsche 996.1 in Guards red. The
reasons I chose to go with a
996.1 are twofold: in my opinion
the generation is the last of the
no-nanny 9lls, and second, the
price for this particular example
was right in the perfect range
for me.

Being a racing driver and
instructor, I like my cars basic
yet visceral. This specific car
caught my eye because of the
colour - you don’t see too
many bright-red Genl 996s. Not
only was the car aesthetically
everything I could have hoped for, but right before
I bought it the previous owner had a major service
done and had all the maintenance records through
the life of the car. This 996 is my first 911 and, in
fact, my first Porsche. I've always been a fan of
the brand and had a few Audis and VW5, so the
obvious next step in my automotive journey was a
Porsche. From the very beginning, I was inspired
by the 964 backdates as well as original, long-hood
911s. In fact, the front lip and black decklid on my

ABOVE Complete removal of centre
console shows the inner workings
of AJ's shifter & gearbox linkage

“The power
to weight
ratio 1s closer
to that of a
996.1 GT3”

|43

996 are design cues I took from older cars when
modifying my own. Simple and tasteful with a slight
motorsports feel, it's an homage to the rich history
and powerful influence that Porsche has had on the
road since its founding. My interior, as you'd expect
from a car dubbed ‘lightweight’, is full-blown race car,
though that was by no means my intention from the
beginning. The modifications started immediately:
two days after I bought the car I did a muffler
delete, and a couple months later I went for coilover
suspension, free-flow exhaust manifolds, a K&N
Intake, half roll cage, HID conversion, plus a short
shifter. Before I knew it, the car was taking on very
much a race car feel, though coming from a racing
background, it made me feel right
at home.

With those motorsport-inspired
modifications taken care of, I
went down the lightweight route:
as one piece came out, followed
by another, it started a flood of
modifications all the while adding
lightness, and soon enough I was
practically living in my garage
making endless adjustments to the
car. Currently, my interior has just
two racing seats, a short shifter,
racing steering wheel, half roll
cage, and climate control panel. That’s it! Everything
else from carpet to headliner is completely stripped
out. The bucket seats and deep-dish motorsports
steering wheel are the latest additions to my 911 to
date. And, before you ask, the 911 has no radio or
speakers, either - the only sound I need is that flat
six screaming behind me.

Now that I've reduced the weight of the car by
around a hundred kilos, plus added suspension and
wider wheels, the difference in the car over stock <@
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Model 996.1 Carrera
Year 1999

Engine
Capacity 3,387cc
Compression 11.3:1
ratio

Maximum power 300hp @ 6,800rpm
Maximum torque 350Nm @ 4,600rpm

Modifications K&N intake

Transmission Six-speed G96 manual

Suspension

Front Independent; unbranded coilover;
anti-roll bar

Rear Independent; unbranded coilover;
anti-roll bar

Wheels & tyres
Front 8.5x18-inch; 235/40/R18;
7mm spacer
Rear 11.5x18-inch; 305/30/R18;
20mm spacer

Dimensions
Length 4,430mm
Width 1,765mm
Weight 1,200kg

Performance
0-62mph 5.0 sec
Top speed Unknown

ABOVE Virtually all that's left of
AJ'S Leichtbau interiaor are two
seats, three pedals, a steering
wheel anda roll cage

is night and day. The power to weight ratio is closer
to that of a 996.1 G173, and when on track I can hang
with the best of them. The 996.1 Carrera is a great-
value 911 as it is, but the value versus performance
payoft is exceptional when you consider most of the
weight-saving work I've done has come without any
financial penalties.

Funnily enough, of all the hours I've spent working
on the car and modifying it, one of the most difficult
jobs I have done so far is changing out the infamous
air oil separator. These are known to fail regularly and
are a pain in the ass to change without dropping the
engine. My experience with the vehicle’s health
though has been amazing. It has treated me well
since day one and has actually been one of the most

affordable cars I've ever owned. [ have been very
lucky so far in my seven happy years of ownership -
something I still have trouble wrapping my head
around after flipping cars on a near-annual basis
leading up to this purchase. It says a lot about what I
really think of this car. My ideas for the future of this
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