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VETTEL JOINS FOUR-TIME ELITE
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peugeot.co.uk/208gti

PEUGEOTmasesmToTtaL Official Fuel Consumption in mpg (l/100km) ond CO2 emissions (g/km) for the 208 GTi are: Urban 34.4 (B.2), Extra Urban 60.1 (4.7), Combined
47.9 (5.9) and COz 139 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect
actual on-the-rood driving conditions.

NEW PEUGEOT 208 GTi
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Cotton-wool killjoy
F1 has to stop now

IT’S A SAD SIGN OF THE TIMES WHEN, AS THE TV
cameras cut to Sebastian Vettel celebrating his fantastic fourth
consecutive world championship by pirouetting his Red Bull
in a marvellous series of crowd-pleasing donuts, my first
thought was: ‘That’ll be a fine’

Just like its attempts to dissuade drivers from giving post-race
taxi rides, now another iconic and expressive gesture that makes
a great spectacle is being denied by ‘the suits’ at the FIA.

I said it after Mark Webber’s fine for hitching a ride with
Fernando Alonso in Singapore, and I’ll say it again: if they must
mandate absolutely everything in Fi, then why not administer
guidelines to set aside areas for donuts or post-race taxi-ride
pick-ups, well away from the racing line and not too close to
any marshals. For goodness’ sake, they’ve given us enough
asphalt run-off to achieve this; why not use it?

If the FIA keeps wrapping its stars in cotton wool, eventually
they will be suffocated. In a dominant era for a car/driver
combination, we need all the spectacle and intrigue we
can get at the moment. They’ll be banning swearing
on the pits-to-car radio next...

A /

CHARLES BRADLEY EDITOR
charles hradley@haymarket.com
@Autosport_Ed
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“We need to sit down and discuss the situation”
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This week In F1

MASSA CLOSING ON WILLIAMS SEAT

Felipe Massa is close to finalising a A commercial package built around  Lotus still intends to field Romain

move to Williams next year, where he =~ Massa’s popularity in South America Grosjean and Nico Hulkenberg should

would replace Pastor Maldonado. could ensure that Williams is able to there be no necessity to take on a
Williams will split with main claw back at least a substantial part driver with a budget.

sponsor PDVSA at the end of the year  of any financial shortfall. Hulkenberg's future is uncertain,

with a severance of their five-year deal Maldonado has yet to tie up a but AUTOSPORT understands that

on the brink of being finalised. The transfer to another team, although he is likely to return to Force India

Venezuelan oil giant is set to move Lotus, Sauber and Force India are should he not be able to secure

to another team with Maldonado. potential destinations. However, a move to a bigger team.

BRAZI I-IANS AT WII-I-IAMS If Felipe Massa completes his switch to Williams, he will become the sixth driver from Brazil to race for the team.

NELSON PIQUET AYRTON SENNA ANTONIO PIZZONIA RUBENS BARRICHELLO BRUNO SENNA
1986-1987 1994 2004-2005 2010-2011 2012

Started 31 races for Williams, Moved to Williams in search Made nine stand-in appearances  Spent his final two years in F1 Endured a difficult season and
winning seven and the 1987 of championship dominance, but in place of Ralf Schumacher, but with Williams, starting 38 races, struggled with tyres, never
world championship. it ended in tragedy at Imola. finished no higher than seventh. with a best finish of fourth. finishing higher than sixth.

Sirotkin feels

[1 3

more read -
. y BI“ ",IMH[H There was a lot of tension,

Sergey Sirotkin insists he is feeling better

Number of and some of the words that
singleseater | flew around were simply not
Sergey appropriate. | can only

Sirotkin ;

has started apologise for that on ,_
pHOL behalf of the team

prepared for F1 now than when he was
originally signed by Sauber. The Russian’s
development programme, driving a 2009
Ferrari, started on Octaber 10. “T am
learning a lot,” he said. "Since this whole
F1story started, I feel much stronger now.”

his planned

Formula 1 Lotus team principal Eric Boullier

debut apologises after the world hears Kimi
Raikkonen being told to “move out of the
[bleepling way” during the Indian Grand Prix
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Mallya sure of
F1’s India return

Force India team principal Vijay Mallya
believes the Indian Grand Prix will be
back on the F1 calendar in 2015 after
a year's absence. This is based upon
assurances from circuit owner JP Gaur,
Mallya said: “T want F1 to be back in
India, and therefore [ was delighted when
the promoter confirmed that it would be
back from 2015 onwards.”

FOTA to hold
Austin forum

FOTA will hold a fans’ forum in Austin on
the Wednesday ahead of the US Grand
Prix. Sergio Perez, Pastor Maldonado,
Esteban Gutierrez, Alexander Rossi and
Adrian Sutil will attend.

1D YOU KNOW?

The first FOTA fans’ forum was held
in London on July 1, 2010.

Marussia seals
its F1 future

Marussia has secured its continuation in F1
by signing a commercial deal with Bernie
Ecclestone, which will allow it to be part
of the Concorde Agreement when it is
finalised. It's the last team to agree terms.
“We are very happy to reach agreement,”
said sporting director Graeme Lowdon.

PIT & PADDOCK

For all the breaking news, visit ::AUTOSPORT.com
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RAIKKONEN BATTLES CAMBER LIMITS

“The limits on the cambers and
pressures add up to a lot,” explained
the Lotus driver. “There are not many
things you can do, and unfortunately we
are a bit stuck. If we were free to do with
the cambers what we want, it would be
a much easier thing.”

The Finn believed progress had been
made towards improving the situation in
India, where he qualified sixth.

Kimi Raikkonen has revealed that the
restrictions on camber settings and tyre
pressures in Formula 1 are hurting his
»  qualifying form.
| The Finn has had problems with his
frant tyres in particular since the rubber
changed earlier in the year, and believes
that he can't adapt the set-up to best suit
his driving style. He has struggled with
front tyre temperatures in gualifying.

: #MIZHLEIN

Ferrari admits Kubica interest

think he will be back because, with
his physical problem, he would
struggle in certain limited situations
which require reactivity.”

Ferrari team principal Stefano
Domenicali has confirmed he was
interested in signing Robert Kubica
prior to the Pole’s rallying accident
ahead of the 2011 season. “Yes, we
were keeping an eye on him,” said
Domenicali. “Unfortunately, I don’t

’ P45 KUBICAWINS WRG2

RAIKKONEN'S RECENT QUALIFYING FORM

"% Germany
% Hungary
W Belgium
W\ ttaly
™ Singapore
% Korea

% Japan

= [ndia
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Williams hit
with wheel fine

Williams was fined €60,000 after
Pastor Maldonado’s car shed a wheelnut
during Indian GP practice. This was a
result of the cross-threading of a wheel
fastener and a secondary retaining
plunger not keeping it in place. The fine
was so big because Williams committed
a similar offence at Suzuka.

Pirelli F1 threat

Pirelli has warned it will quit F1if it is not
allowed more tests for its 2014 rubber.
Pirelli has a deal to continue in F1, but
has complained for several years about the
lack of provision for testing, which has left
it using either outdated Toyota and Renault
(below) test hacks, or two-year-old cars
provided by other teams. The cost of the
extra tests is the current sticking point.

OCTOBER 31 2013 AUTOSPORT.COM 5




First season. First stop Monte-Carlo. First results. First lead. First victory. First drama. First setback.
First the-time-is-now feeling. First hope. First certainty. First World Champion title. First!

Volkswagen congratulates Sébastien Ogier and Julien Ingrassia on the driver/co-driver
World Championship title* in the first year. We're already looking forward to the second.

*Subject o the official peblication of the results by the FIA.

RALLY THEWORLD com
FFEXCITEMENT WE SHARE




for 2014, teams were asked for, among other things,

estimates of power-unit torque and downforce.
They came back with stories of much higher torque levels
than current engines — turbocharged, less peaky and with
massively more electrical power — and, together with the
increased weight of the cars, this suggested that the tyres
should be particularly tough and durable. The teams were
going to be up to their necks in sorting out the inevitable
dramas of new technology and the last thing they needed
to be dealing with were unpredictable ‘showbiz’ tyres.
Getting the test mileages onto these engines was going to
be crucial too. So, some nice, tough tyres please, Pirelli.

So that’s what Pirelli went and made — and now they’ve

been tested (albeit only on a current V8 car). And guess
what... They're virtually indestructible! They have no
degradation worth speaking of. Now the team bosses and
promoter, already concerned about the early races of the
new formula being afflicted by high unreliability and
perhaps extreme fuel saving, have realised that with such
tyres there would not even be any strategic variation to
liven things up. The races would be one-stop ‘bore-fests’, as
one of them put it. Even taking into account the extra loads
the new engines will be putting into them, these tyres are
just too tough. Which in turn may mean that if Red Bull
should retain its downforce advantage under the new
tormula, the tough tyres would allow that to be fully

B ack when Pirelli was formulating its Formula 1 tyres

iVlark Hughes

PIT & PADDOCK

ViPH

The 2014 season’s tyre drama is already
beginning to play out
rich in irony and unintended consequences

in a sequence of events

What can Pirelli's Paul Hemh-er'p‘
do to appease Bemie, the FIA,
teams and TV com pames"

restarting it, were just the end of the chain reaction to

an impossible set of demands. Pirelli was placed at the
end of that chain after the owners, the promoter, the

TV companies and the teams had each found their space
within the ever-tightening circle in which to operate. The
owners want to take money out, the promoter needs to
keep bringing more in, the TV companies need action and
drama, the teams need to control their costs. So the tyre
company has to do Hollywood tyres and the money is not
available to properly test them. Now bring into that mix

Pirelli was asked for tough tyres, made them.

And guess what... they’re near-indestructible!

expressed. So the teams — other than Red Bull — are now
asking: can we have a slightly less tough tyre please, Pirelli?
You can imagine Pirelli’s exasperation at this point. This
is the company that was asked to make a ‘Hollywood’ tyre
to liven F1 up, then last vear found this had a propensity to
fail dramatically and asked permission to extensively test
a remedy to that problem, was told no, requested instead
that it revert to the tougher 2012 construction, was told
no again and then had to take the pain of watching its
products explode live on TV at Silverstone. Only then
was it allowed to make the change it had been requesting.
And now Pirelli is in potentially the same situation again.
“Can we have a racier tyre than we originally asked for?”
“Yes, OK. Can we have more testing?”
“ND.”
Can vou guess what could happen next?
Those tyre explosions at Silverstone that threatened
to bring the race to an early halt, with no obvious way of

the governing body and its desire to have a new formula
more relevant to current green technology.

It’s a good case study in the unforeseen consequences
of making major change, and of how trying to artificially
manipulate exciting racing leads you eventually to tie
yourself in knots. So now there is a mismatch on the tyres
between the torque requirement on the one hand, and the
teams’ desire to have multi-stop races and a better chance
of limiting Red Bull on the other. Everything is mismatched
technically because of this manic desire to serve up
instant-hit TV entertainment. So the tyre sizes and weight
distribution are pre-set and frozen, but mismatched to
each other. The camber and pressures are strictly imposed,
but mismatched to the aero suspensions of the cars.

Usually F1 only looks silly it vou peak beneath the surtace.
But as Silverstone showed us, that silliness can rear its head
very publically — and dangerously — if F1 relies on the tyre
company to resolve the sport’s own flawed model. #
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This week in motorsport
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: DA COSTA RETURNS TO MACAU

»

i

i Antonio Felix da Costa has replaced approached in the middle of last week regret not being there so much. This

" recently-signed 2014 Toro Rosso and he said it was too hard to turn way I get to do what I love.”

E Formula 1 racer Daniil Kvyat in down the chance to go back. Rival team Mucke Motorsport has

' Carlin’s Macau Grand Prix line-up. “Carlin is such a big family for me,  replaced Mitchell Gilbert with Dennis

C The Portuguese, who gualified for so we went for it,” da Costa told van de Laar for the event, while Ed g

i the event via the Snetterton F3 Cup AUTOSPORT. “My future is being Jones has taken Felix Serralles’ seat at
round last weekend, is aiming to taken care of [see p39] so I have Fortec and Jo Zeller Racing has firmed
follow up his win of 12 months ago. nothing to lose. I will go back there up a deal to run Jones’ European F3
Carlin needed to find a replacement and have some fun. Open rival Nelson Mason.
for Kvyat as the Russian is likely to be “One of the things I thought of was A

attending the US Grand Prix. that if I didn’t do it, I would be at
Da Costa (leading, below) was only  home watching the race and I would v

P85 F3 CUP SNETTERTON

ER

FILES HAS BTCC FOCUS RUN

Renault Clio Cup champion Josh Files two drivers from Formula Ford GB, Dan
tested British Touring Car squad Motorbase  Cammish and Harrison Scott. Fiesta Junior
Performance’s NGTC Ford Focus at champions Charles Ladell and James Ross

Snetterton on Tuesday, along with the top  drove the S2000 machine.

Mardenborough
gets GP3 trial

Carlin Formula 3 European Championship

Sainz tops teSt FR3.5 TESTING team-mates la_nn Marden!}?rtl_ugh

(below) and Nicholas Latifi will test

CaHGE SR topnad lastwaeks BARCELONA OCTOBER 22-23 for its GP3 squad at Yas Marina on Wilson released

post-season Formula Renault 3.5 test at POS DRIVER TIME November 5-7, and will be joined by &

Barcelona. The Red Bull junior, who made 1 Carlos Sainz Jr (Pons) 1m29.652s | series regular Luis Sa Silva, from hospltal

nine FR3.5 starts for Zeta Corse this season 2 Nico Muller (Arden) imo9.704s | - German F3 runner-up Emil

alﬂngald_e his GP3 r:crrnm{tmemal, set the 3 Matias Laine (Strakka) 29,9665 Bernstnrl'f anEI Ginetta Justin W|lz=..nn last wgek qu qlluwed h_urne
fastest time for Pons Racing during the 1S Sirotkin (1SR n3005 racer David Pittard, n from hospital following injuries sustained
first of the two days. Formula 3 European argey Sirotkin (15) DEZ | whose test is a prize for in his Fontana IndyCar crash. The Briton
champion Raffaele Marciello was the top 5 Will Buller (Arden) Im30.1825 | ' inning the recent Henry suffered non-operable pelvic fractures and
FR3.5 newcomer in seventh for DAMS. Surtees Challenge. a pulmonary contusion in the accident.
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LABERGE/GETTY



LEVITT/LAT

Brabham lands
Indy Lights seat

Pro Mazda champion Matt Brabham -
grandson of Jack - will move up to Indy
Lights with Andretti Autosport next year.
He will partner Zach Veach, who returns
for a second year of Lights in 2014.

EBREY/LAT

DOLBY GETS
LMP DEBUT

Superleague Formula race winner Craig
Dolby will race a prototype for the first
time in the Shanghai World Endurance
Championship event on November 9.

The Briton, 25, who has only raced twice
since the end of 2010, is returning to the
Delta-ADR fold to drive one of its
ORECA-Nissan 03 LMP2s in China. He
replaces the unavailable James Walker,
alongside Robbie Kerr and Tor Graves.

PIT & PADDOCK

For all the breaking news, visit :AUTOSPORT.com

DALZIEL JOINS EXTREME SPEED FOR USC

LIS-based Briton Ryan Dalziel is
leaving the Starworks sguad to race
for the Extreme Speed Motorsports
team (pictured) in next season’s
United SportsCar Championship.

Dutchman tops
Auto GP test

Meindert van Buuren topped the first of
two days of Auto GP testing at Jerez on
Monday, with day two under way as
AUTOSPORT closed for press. The
Dutchman, who was driving for Super
Nova, was a tenth of a second clear of
Virtuosi Racing’s Tamas Pal Kiss.

Prost and DAMS join Formula E

Alain Prost has joined forces with DAMS
for the inaugural Formula E season. The
four-time F1 world champion and Jean-

Paul Driot’s squad will field a car under

the e.DAMS banner. “Being able to
participate in the development of this
new, 100 per cent electric technology is
extremely motivating,” said Prost.

The deal means Dalziel parts with
team owner Peter Baron, for whose
SAMAX and Starworks outfits he
has raced in Grand-Am in 2007-08
and 2010-13 respectively.

PROTEAM’S
HONDA DEAL

Scuderia Proteam will switch from
BMW to Honda machinery in World
Touring Cars next year. The team will
run a single 2014-spec Honda Civic for
regular driver Mehdi Bennani.

Vandoorne set
for Baku GTs

Formula Renault 3.5 runner-up Stoffel
Vandoorne will make his sportscar debut
at the FIA GT Series finale at Baku next
month driving a McLaren MP4-12C GT3 run
by Boutsen-Ginion Racing.

The Mclaren Formula 1 development
driver will be co-driven by fellow Belgian
Frederic Vervisch.

ADAC GT Masters-winning team
Callaway Competition is also taking in
the event running a solo Chevrolet
Corvette Z06 for Daniel Keilwitz and
Jeroen Bleekemolen.

Dalziel, 31, will team up with

ESM co-owner Scott Sharp in the
team’s lead HPD ARC-03b LMP2,
Ed Brown and Johannes van
Overbeek will drive the other.

In brief

EDWARDS FUNERAL

The funeral of Brtish racing driver

Sean Edwards has been postponed
from its original date of October 2910
November 11 due to a UK inquest. It will
take place at 12pm at St Paul's Church,
32a Wilton Place, London SW1X 8SH.

SIMON PHILLIPS

sportscar driver and entrant Simon
Phillips has died aged 79. Phillips
contested the Le Mans 24 Hours

five imes between 1976 and '82,

with a best finish of seventh in the last
aof those years, driving Viscount Downe’s
Aston Martin Nimrod with Ray Mallock
and Mike Salmon,

HURST’'S TEAM SWITCH
European F3 Open race winner Hector
Hurst has joined Team West-Tec for next
weekend’s season finale at Barcelona,
The 21-year-old Briton has driven for
De Villota Motorsport so far this season.

POCONO INDY TWEAK

IndyCar has increased the length of its
Pocono race to 500 miles for next year.
The event will be 40 laps longer than this
years race as a result, and will run to a
total of 200 laps.

MOSTERT JOINS FPR

V8 Supercar star rookie Chaz Mostert will
replace Will Davison at Ford Performance
Racing next year. Davison is expected o
take the Erebus Mercedes seat left
vacant by Tim Slade.

OCTOBER 31 2013 AUTOSPORT.COM 9
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Innovation
that excites
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Nissan Juke n-tec. Turn every drive into a ride
with Google™ Send-to-Car technology.

Get connected with Google™ Send-to-Car and Google™ Places - two thrilling features that enable you
to plan a journey on Google™ Maps, send it to your Nissan Juke remotely and once you arrive, search for
the coolest places to go using NissanConnect. Combine that with a Torque Vectoring system* on
selected models for enhanced stability when comering, and the Nissan Juke n-tec comes fully equipped
to turn every drive into a nde. Available from £12,985 to £22 600. Search ‘Nissan Juke' for more information.

NissanConnect | DIG-T engine | Torque Vectoring System

Fuel consumption figures for Juke range are: URBAN 28.8-58.9mpg (9.8-4.8L/100km), EXTRA URBAN 47.1-72.4mpg (6.0-3.9L/100km),
COMBINED 38.2-67.3mpg (7.4-4.2L/100km), CO2 emissions 169-109g/km.

MPGQG figures are obtained from laboratory testing, m accordance with 2004/3/EC and intended for compansons between vehicles and may not reflect mal drving results. (Optional equipment, maintenance, driving behawour, road and weather

conditions may aflect tha official results). “Only available on models eguipped with 4WD 1.6 DIG-T. Modal shown is a Juke n-tec 1.8 patrol priced at £16 2856 On Tha Road with optional metalic paint al £500. Models subjact 1o avadability. Googla™
Sand-lo-Car and Google™ Places require subscrphon, compatible phone or devica (nol ncluded with vehacle), and Wi-F or 3G connechon, and rely on sarvcas prowded by therd parties outsde Nesan's control. Callular natworks not avaulable n all
areas. Voice minutes, roaming charges and/or data usage may apply. Nissan is not responsible for any equipment replacement or upgrades, or associaled costs that may be requered for continued operation due 1o servce changes. Google™ wordmark
and logos are registerad trademarks owned by Google Inc. Information correct at the time of going to prnt. Nissan Motor (GB) Limited, The Rivers Office Park, Denham Way, Maple Cross, Rickmansworth, Hartiordshire WD3 8YS. 301580/A2




Grand Prix a few days before Sunday’s race, I would
have said it looked very questionable, But after
hectic talks during the race weekend, the chances of
the race returning in 2015 are looking much stronger.

The fact that the FIA is now fully recognised by the
International Olympic Committee is going to help us
hugely. Why? Previously, F1 has been classified as an
entertainment rather than a sport, which has significant
tax implications. Once it is officially recognised as a
sport by the government, which should happen in the
next month or two, this situation will be improved.

And there are other financial advantages too.

For example, the promoter puts down roughly
£10 million as customs duty to allow this race to happen.
There is a refund on this, but the 2012 refund has still not
come. Once F1 is recognised as a sport, you can import
everything duty-free, so that eases the pressure on the
cashflow. And drivers will be treated as athletes and not
have to pay tax here, removing some significant problems.

The key thing is for the Grand Prix Group to negotiate
with Bernie Ecclestone. The rupee has devalued 48 per
cent against the dollar since the race contract was signed
in 2006. As the race contract is in dollars, this increases
the cost of holding it dramatically. It will be enough for the
race to continue if the fee reduces in line with the current
value of the rupee. I think Bernie will give them some

H ad yvou asked me about the future of the Indian

Vicky Chandhok
The inside line

The president of the
Sports Clubs of India is hopeful that the G
survives — but it needs a marketing rethink

PIT & PADDOCK
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a cricket country and that has to be considered.

Whoever it is — Bernie, the teams — the promoter
Jaypee Group has to work harder to market the race to fill
the stands. I come from a Punjabi family so I understand
the culture of Delhi, and many people came to the first
race to be able to say they had done it, but will not
again. In 2011 the race crowd was 95,000, which dropped
dramatically last year to 65,000 and then 65,000 this year.

One problem people raise is that F1 is an elite sport and
that keeps the masses away. The pertect strategy in my
mind is to look at the cost of a premium cricket match
ticket: 6000 rupees, which is about £60. Grand prix tickets

Setting aside that Karun is my son, it would

be a huge plus to have an Indian on the grid

relief on this, which is another reason why I am more
and more confident that the grand prix will be back
here to stay from 201s.

But simply having an Indian Grand Prix is not enough.
As far as developing the sport in India is concerned there
is a lot still to do. F1 in Europe has the advantage of many
races, so that has a huge marketing eftect. India is larger
than Europe, so it’s a massive challenge. There has to be a
way in which F1 can market itself differently in India — in
much the same way as big multinational companies have
recognised that they have to rip up their marketing
strategies and start again to suit the country.

Potentially, this is a booming market for F1 to benefit
from. But there are problems. The races were broadcast
on the main Star Sports channel, but now it’s on Star
Sports 2, which has a much smaller viewership. There
needs to be a conscious effort to change things like
this. India does not have a motorsport background; it’s

cost double that, so if we can price ourselves at, say, 5000
rupees, we can get more numbers and ultimately greater
revenue and sell an elite sport to people tor the same price
or better than what you pay to watch a mass event like
cricket. This would turn a weakness into a strength.

Then there is the question of there being an Indian
driver on the grid. Setting aside the fact that Karun is my
son, it would make a huge difference to have him or any
other Indian on the grid. Time and again I've told Vijay
Mallya at least to test Karun. If he’s not good enough,
don’t give him a seat, but give him a chance because F1
does need India. An Indian driver at Force India would
transform the perception of the team and give it more
sponsorship opportunities with Indian companies.

All of these things — the Indian Grand Prix, an Indian
driver, better marketing of the sport — can help to
make the sport a success in my country. And that
can only be good for F1 itself. &
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QUALIFYING « TRACKSIDE VIEW « LAP CHART « DRIVER BY DRIVER « RESULTS |

Vettel’'s wave of
form rewarded

A sixth consecutive race win; a fourth world title in a row... Red Bull’s unstoppable phenomenon

made light work of a tricky strategy to crush the opposition again. MARK HUGHES reports
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RACE REPORT |

AT A GLANCE

% \

“We had the essential
competitive mechanism
of the season laid out
bare in India, for all to
see and understand”

INDIAN GP
Buddh

ROUND 16/19

LAPS 60

WINNER
Sebastian Vettel
1h31m12.187s

POLE POSITION
Sebastian Vettel
1m24.119s

FASTEST LAP
Kimi Railkkonen
1m27.679s

RACE RATING
% ¥ % % & Some great action in
'Class B' behind the Red Bulls

DRIVERS'
STANDINGS
Vettel 322pts
Alonso  207pts
Raikkonen183pts

MASOMNSGETTY IMAGES
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Rosberg and Vettel
enjoy Hamilton's
joking around!

QUALIFYING 1200 26102

There was an obvious
dilemma for the
frontrunnersin Qz.
Especially Red Bull.

The soft tyre was one second per lap
quicker than the medium, but would
only last afew lapsintotherace. The
one-lap pace of the RBgs around the
Buddh circuit put them well out of reach
of the competition, but the downforce
responsible for that advantage wasjust
toomuch for the soft Pirelli around
here, the left-front of both cars
surrendering after just three or four laps
during Friday practice. This, of course
made it a strategically problematic tyre,
potentially not allowing Sebastian
Vettel or Mark Webber enough time at

14 AUTOSPORT.COM OCTOBER 31 2013
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the beginning of the race to clear the
midfield after their first stops.
Therefore, the idea of qualifying
in Q3 on the slower, tougher, tyre
suggested itself. With araw pace
advantage of around 0.8s over the
competition, evenon atyre 1sper lap
slower they would surely be somewhere
in the first two or three rows of the grid.
The question was discussed on Friday
evening, with Vettel and hisengineer
Guillaume Rocquelin on one side of the
table, Mark Webber and Simon Rennie
onthe other. Conveniently for the team
management, each side had a different
hunch as towhich might be the better
strategy. Vettel went for starting at the
front; Webber for qualifying arow or two

Like Red Bull, Ferrari
= covered both bases

on tyre strategy

01

3

back on tyres that would last indefinitely.
Hence Vettel took his 43rd career
pole. He did it on the first of his Q3
runs, a second one abandoned late in
the lapwhenit wasclear his earlier time
wasn’t going tobe challenged. [t was
an inch-perfect lap of precision and
commitment.“The car just got better as
the track gripramped up,”he reported.
Both Red Bulls were set up with
medium wing levels and long top-gear
ratios, implying that there was perhaps
evenmore single-lap pace within the
cars had they been given alessraceable
set-up. Looking at the pattern of the
sectors gave aninteresting insight into
the car’s strengths. Through the first
sector (the slow Turns1, 3and 4,
separated by along straight) it was
quicker than anything else by 0.394 per
cent. Inthe last sector (medium and slow
turns)itsmargin of superiority was 0.154
per cent. But in the long, high-speed,
tyre-shredding middle sector it was
quickest by amassive 1.477 per cent.
Webber, on his second Q3 runon the
mediums, was within 0.g9s of Vettel,
whichimplied the quality of hislap was
pretty much on a par. The success ofhis
chosen strategy depended heavilyupon
limiting the grid-place damage the
slower tyre choice incurred and he did
a great job of minimising that loss, his
time good for fourth, albeit helped by
the fact that one of the cars that might

have been expected to pip him —
Romain Grosjean’s Lotus — had failed
to graduate from Qu.

The cars getting between the Red
Bulls were the two soft-tyred Mercedes,
with Nico Rosberg shading Lewis
Hamilton by half atenth. “T've been
completely on a knife’s edge,”reported
Nico,“really pushing the limits, just
tryving to extract the last little tenth
fromthe car, trying different things
intheset-uptooandit’s worked.” He
seemed to be very happy with his lap,
Lewisless so:“I've struggled a bit with
something different on the car, which
Nicohas had experience of.” Thiswasa
reference tothe so-called‘magic diff’

Felipe Massa’s Ferrari was around 0.3s
adrift of the Mercs on one-lap paceon
softs, putting him fifth. Fernando Alonso
decided he’drather start therace onthe
prime (medium) and hislap on that tyre
was terrific, but good only for eighth.
The soft really was worth a full second,
something shown by comparison of
Fernando’s option-tyred Q2 time with
his prime-tyred Q3 effort. The Q2 time
would have qualified him third, right
between the Mercs, which for a Ferrarion
recent form has tocount as impressive.

Between the two Ferraris were
Kimi Raikkonen’s Lotus and Nico
Hulkenberg’s Sauber, both on soft
tyres. The camber and pressure limits
imposed by Pirellijust did not allow



Raikkonen the set-uphe needed toget
any front-end bite. He used up two sets
of softsin getting through to Q3 and his
single run there yielded him sixth. Had
he repeated his Q2 time he’d have been
fifth. Grosjean in the sister Lotus had
been less afflicted by the balance
problem, his driving style better suited
to generating front-tyre temperatures.
But he’d beenragged all weekend and,
when the team chose torepeat itsrecent
strategy of keeping him on the primes
foralate runin Qa, waiting for the track
grip torampup, the pressure was on him
todoaclean lap. Instead he got offline
going into Tum 7 and made a series of
smaller errors around the lap. With the
big gap in performance between the
prime and option here, it hadbeena
step too far, leaving him a hugely
disappointed 17th.

‘Conveniently for Red
Bull, each driver had
a different hunch as

to the better strategy’

Hulkenberg’s effort reflected
Sauber’s recent upturnin form, and the
C32wasfastest of all through the speed
trap at the end of the long straight up to
Turn 4. Esteban Gutierrez had generally
been within a couple of tenths of
Hulkenberg, but in Q2 for the second
time in the weekend he hit the sausage
kerb at Turn 7,launching the front of the
car high in the air and hurting hisneck
asit landed. It left him downini6th.

The McLarens were the last two cars
tomake it through to Q3, on a similar
pace to Hulkenberg. Once there, both
Sergio Perez and Jenson Button went
for prime tyres, leaving themninth
and 1othrespectively.

In 11th, Daniel Ricciardomissed out
on Q3 by afew hundredths in the Toro
Rosso, over two tenths faster than
team-mate Jean-Eric Vergne back in
14th. Between them were the very
evenly-matched Force Indias of Paul di
Resta and Adrian Sutil. Valtteri Bottas
was the only Williams driver tomake it
throughto Q2 where he was 0.3s adrift
of Vergne, albeit just one place behind.

THOMPSON/GETTY
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7
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SUML
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1m26.740s
Medium

15
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WILLLAKMS
1m26.134=
Mediurm

17
GROSIEAM
LOTUS
1m26.577s
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19
BIANCHI
MARLUSSLEA
1m26.970s
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PIC
CATERHAM
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2
ROSBERG
MERCEDES
1m24.871s5
Soft

4
WEBBER
RED BULL
1m25,047s
Meclium

B
RAIKKOMEM
LOTUS
1m25. 248s
Soft

B

ALOMNSO
FERRAR|
1m25 898y
Medium

10
BUTTOM
McLAREM
1m26,487s
Medium

12

DI RESTA
FORCE INDLA
1m25.711s
Soft

14

VERGME
TORO ROSS0O
1m25. 7385
Soft

16
GUTIERREZ
SALBER
1m26.338s
Medium

18
MALDOMADO
WILLIAMS
1m26.8425
Soft

20

VAN DER GARDE

CATERHARM
1m27.1088
Saoft

22
CHILTOM
MARLISSIA
1m28.138s
Meadum

RACE REPORT

Alone car—the McLaren of Sergio Perez—is outontrack

early inthe session,doing the donkey work of evaluating tyre
degradation amid the smoggy heat. There is aquite beautiful
section of track formed by the fast chicane of Turns 8/9 and
snaking slightly uphillinto the entry to the long, fastrightof Turns
10/11. Thisis where the damage is being done to those tyres,
especially the front-left. The energy builds and keeps building,
compounding as the core temperaturerises and keeps rising.
Thetreadis being ripped fromthe tyre asitgrabs hold of the
track’s surface, supporting 4goflateral force ataround 120-
130mph. Thatgripis heating up both the tyre's surface andits
inner core, but still the loads keep coming; normally the direction
changeismade and the tyre'shard work isdone anditgets afew
seconds respite. Butnot here:those stresses are piling ontop
of each otherand justkeep coming. Asthe core overheats,
unable to fully support the tread, so thattread is abusedyet
further,and now the corner nips in, tightening onthe exitinto 12,
asking even more of thattortured rubber. On those firstlaps

eI ZENsCICAERIEUSII ‘There is a beautiful

and aggressive with the ,
double direction change, section of track where
throttle onthevery the damage is being

millisecond the gripfeeds
back to him.Buteachtime
through the car's progressively lazier, more reluctant. After five
tosixlaps he can be heard rounding the hairpinof Tun4ina
series of tentative throttle applications, that front-left obviously
nolonger able to support his ambitions,and by the time he
arrives atthe chicane the carthatjusta few minutes agowas
so lithe and aggressively grippy is now having to be coaxed
through;double the inputfor halfthe effect Infourthgearhe
turnsinto the smog-sky horizon of Turn 4, little balls of rubber
flying off tothe side. Back in the pits an engineerreceives
information over the radio: “Tyre wear stage four”

done to those tyres’
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Sebastian Vettel stylishly
clinched hisfourth straight
world championship with
adevastating victory won
through sheer, pummelling, relentless
pace, delivered within a strategy made
tricky by the extreme wear rate of the
softer option tyre around the Buddh
International Circuit. Yet this 26-year-
old phenomenon madeit look child’s
play. Two of the other three men to have
won four titles — Juan Manuel Fangio
and Alain Prost — had not yet wona
grand prix when they were Vettel's age.
Fangio,in fact, had yet to even make his
debut. Are even Michael Schumacher’s
records safe from Vettel’s grasp?

But brilliant though Vettel was on
sunday, he was helped by a strategy that
turned out to be the right one. Only
hindsight tellsusthis.Ontheeve ofthe
race, most were accepting that two-
stopping was the optimum, but whether
it was better to be starting on the soft
tyre (like Vettel) or themedium (like Red

ETHERINGTOM/LAT

RACE 1500 27.102013

Vettel's task was to
sprint clear in the

knowledge that he'd

soon be in for tyres’

Bull team-mate Mark Webber) was
about as clear as the viewin the New
Delhi smog. Asit turned out,a crucial
Red Bull set-up decision taken on Friday
evening for both cars — made because
the extreme blistering of the soft after
very few lapsmadeit obviousthat
whatever strategy was chosen was going
toinvolve overtaking other cars —
turned out to favour the Vettel strategy.
“After Friday we took some wing off
and put on alonger top gear, onthe
basis we were going to have to go
through traffic at some point,”
explained Red Bull technical chief
Adrian Newey. An RBg fast enough

Van der Garde was
first retirement after
opening-lap incident

W N gy

. &

Alllanz

N F Vw5 T

onthe long straight tomaximise the
benefit of DRS ensured that Vettel was
alwaysmega-quick, evenashe was
storming through traffic.

Vettel’s early-race task from pole was
going tobe to sprint clear in the full
knowledge that he'd be in after very
few laps to change to the more durable
mediums. But thereafter heneededto
get within 21 seconds of Webber before
Mark pitted, if he was tojump him at the
next stop. That sounded like atall order.

Webber’stask, asthe best-placed
medium-tyred car on the grid, wasto
make maximumuse of his second-row
slot, hopethat any soft-tyred cars ahead
of him soon pitted out of his way (not all
the cars were as punishing to the softs
asthe Red Bulls), thenrun flat-out in
clear airup front to build up a gap, once
Vettel stopped, of 215 or more. Not to
denigrate Vettel’s faultless, aggressive
and fast drive, but the effectiveness of
DRS,incombination with the RBg’s
fairly strong top speed, allowed Seb
toactually lap faster by constantly
benefiting from DRS as he made his
way from 17th after his lap-two stop.

Webber had no aid from DRS once
hewasat the front, and this allowed
Vettel to punish his team-mate’s
poor opening lap. As Sebrejoined
the track after his stop he wasnow
14 seconds behind Mark, and that was
the biggest the gap ever was. Vettel's
DRS-assisted pace and instant
overtaking, combined with Webber’s
time lossin the first seven laps behind
slower cars, ensured that the thrillingly
closely-matched strategy gamethat

RACE REPORT

Vettel is already
sailing clear as Massa
surges past the Mercs

L

- .

was in prospect never played out.

Bothmen went into thisrace hugely
motivated: Vettel because he wanted to
win the title in style by taking a sixth
consecutive race victory, one of the few
records he didn’t already own; Webber
because, goinginto the last four races
of his F1 career, he was still intensely
competitive and had not yet won a
2013 grand prix, such hasbeen his
team-mate’s monopoly — and that
‘stolen’Malaysia win.

It was vital to Webber’s prime-tyre
opening stint that he capitalise fully on
his grid slot. But he failed to do that.
After aniffy start off the line — with
Vettel sprinting away up front fromthe
two Mercedes and Felipe Massa’s fast -
starting Ferrari — Webber, in fifth, had
Fernando Alonsoto his outside as they
approached Turn 1. The corner was
Webber’s,but he chosetotake alot of
inside kerb —toomuch, as it turned
out. The Red Bull was thrown across
thetrack and made light contact with
the Ferrari, a piece of Alonso’s front-
wing endplate flying off.

With Alonso’s and Webber’s
momentum onto the uphill drag to
Turns 2 and 3 compromised, so Nico
Hulkenberg and Kimi Raikkonen
dragged past them, the Lotus then
rubbing with the Red Bull through Turn
3. From fourth to seventh, with six soon-
to-be-slow soft-tyred carsahead of him,
the playing out of Webber’s strategy had
just got off to an awful start. But all was
not lost vet. Let’s see how quickly they
would pit out of hiswayto get rid of their
inevitably blistered front-lefts... #»
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P Vettel and Webber had chosen their
strategies independently. For Red Bull,
and almost everyone else, two-
stopping was the onlyway of doing
therace. The early blistering of the
left-front soft left way toomuch
remaining distance for just a single set
of mediums. Pirelli’s strict camber and
pressure limits, keeping stress offthe
structure of the tyre and minimising
therisk of failures, combined with the
punishing challenge of Turns 10/11/2,
meant the tyre crown was takingall the
load which, on the left-front, meant
blistering “worse than I've ever seen”,
according to one engineer.

All carswere afflicted but the Red
Bullsmore than any, because they have

‘Lotus’'s Alan Permane
was Irrtated by Pirelli's
advice and saw no

reason to comply’

the most downforce. This track and
compound combination made fora
perfect demonstration of how thereisa
threshold of tyre strength, below which
the best cars are penalised and above
which they dominate. Thishas long
restricted the full potential of Red Bull
inthe Pirelli era, and has been amajor
reason for the tyre politicking that’s
been such a theme ofthis season.
Around Buddh, the RBg on softs was
good for a fabulous qualifying lap 0.8s
clear of the field, but was hopeless after
three to four race laps — significantly
fewer than eventhe next-worst-
afflicted cars could manage. Onthe
medium, it could retainits devastating
qualifving advantage into therace,
We had the essential competitive
mechanism of the season laid out bare
in India, for all to see and understand.
AsVettel screamed clear of the pack,
so Massa slipstreamed by the Mercs
of Lewis Hamilton and Nico Rosberg
down that long smoggy back straight,
slicing boldly ahead into the tight Turn
4 totakeup second place. Hulkenberg’s
Sauber, Raikkonen, Webber and the

Rosberg leads Merc
team-mate Hamilton
- on way to second

DUNBARSLAT

McLaren of Sergio Perez(like Webber,
on mediums) followed.

The other McLaren of Jenson Button
went round the outside of Turn 4,
with Alonso onthe inside. AsJenson
came back off the exit kerbat just the
moment Alonsowas oversteering,
trying to get the power down, they
snagged. The Ferrari’s already damaged
front wing was now properly done for,
while the McLaren took some sidepod
and tyre damage. Alonso would be
inat theend of the second lapfora
replacement wing, with Button coming
in after six lapswhenthe affected tyre
finally punctured. That pretty much
ruined the races of both drivers, given
that they were on the mediums and
therefore needed to dolong stints.

From 17th onthe grid, Romain
Grosjean reckoned he needed a good
start to have any hope of a goodresult —
and he’d failed to get one. After Paul di
Resta pitted in front of him at the end
of the first lap to get rid of his softs,
the Lotus was stuck behind Esteban
Gutierrez’s Sauber — which had
jumped the start — for alap but then
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began picking cars off. Hiswasan
interesting strategy based around the
Lotus’s famously easy tyre usage. He
was using the soft for his first stint and
hoping toget it tolast 12 laps, from
where he intended torun tothe finish...
“One stop? No way. Impossible. Forget
it,”exclaimed one rival of that prospect.
Pirelli agreed. It had advised that the
soft should not be run for more than 15
laps and the medium nomore than 3s.
Which, ifadhered to, made aone-stop
impossible forthe 60-laprace. Butit
was only advisory.

Lotus’s Alan Permane was irritated
by that and sawnoreason why histeam
should comply.“I went down to see
Charlie [Whiting, race director]to see
what his views were and he was happy
for peopletonot stick tothat,”he
explained.“Our tyre wear said we were
fine to go further than that and Charlie
feltit wasunfair tobase everyone’s race
onthe car with the hardest tyre use. We
felt we could do 48 laps on the medium
and that’s why we knew we had to get
Romainto12 onthe softs.”

Vettel was2.5s clear of the pack at the
end of the opening lap. Next lap he came
in! This was earlier than expected, even
of asoft-tyred Red Bull. But it actually
made perfect sense. Onthe Red Bull,
that front-left wasn’t going tolast for
more than a handful of laps — and when
it went it would lose whole chunks of
time. Avoiding that risk, Sebwasinand
under way again on fresh primes after
a3.1sstop. He rejoined behind Max
Chilton’s Marussia, 14sand 11
places behind Webber.

Massa led for the next six laps, while
Webber waited patiently in the queue.
He went by Raikkonen with the aid of
DRSupto Turn 4 onthe sixth lapbut
otherwise seemed content towait,
knowing that he would be leading ®

RACE REPORT

1052 Rosbergreports his FP1 ﬁ
handling woes: “Big oversteer =
in high speed and a bittoo much

oversteer onthe entryto slow speed’”

BT Alonso's gearbox
breaks: “l went to third and then =

| gotneutral’’ He cruises ta the pits.
N

EELT} massare ports: “Lost ﬁ
completely the grip on the left =
side. It oversteers, the car”

EEIT chiltonasks rhetorically:
“What just happened? Bloody
jumped out of gear”

Maldonado loses control of
the rear of his car and spins at Turn 16,

m Hamilton reports: ﬂ

“The car's all over the place” —

Calado spins at Turn .ﬁ\'
15.“Comingin,’ he says. -

BENY) Kimispinsat Turn 3in FP2.

BLTX] Hulkenberg says:“Very ﬂ
understeery. Qutside left-front )

shoulder is making a blister, I'm
notsure... there's afunny bump’”

EITE] Vettelistold:“People 7Y
are struggling on the options, —
thetyres arefalling apart’ He replies:
“Blistering onthe left-hand side’”

E¥T7d DiRestare ports:“The
front-right tyre looked like it
was blowing up onthe straights’”

[ 1507 | Maldonado's front- ﬁ
right wheelnut flies off, and his =
tyre deflates in the pitlane entry: "I'm
losingthe wheel” He's told: “Just pull
the car over somewhere safe’

1518 Kimi complains about ﬂ
the option tyres “only being =
goodforalaportwo”but he's urged to
keep pushing "until you think they're
unsafe touse!’ He says:“l wanttodo at
least one more lap onthe othertyres”

EEPT] Vettelis asked to test o
torgue setiing five. "Negative. =
| don't like torque five”

| 1529 JETTNY beris advised: iﬁt
“Try liftingmore in Turn 8to e
improve Turn 9.

1530 Hulkenbergis happy:
“The caris megaonprime.”

i
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INDIAN GP

Webber provides
some Indian fans
e with a souvenir...

- s

"

» soonenough. By contrast, Vettel —
with the same gearing and wing level
—wasmaking fulluse of DRS to pass
people every lap, carefully ensuring that
he came upon them at just the right
moment and not in the fast, no-passing
middle part of the lap. Used in this

way, the 10mph end-of-straight
advantage of DRS wasworth almost
halfa second of lap time.

In hindsight, Webber needed to be
doing the same; Seb’s progress meant
he could no longer afford the hoairy
of just waiting until those in front
stopped. It was lapnine by the time
Hulkenberg, Rosberg, Massa and
Hamilton had all pitted from in front of
Webber for their primes, and Vettel was
alreadyupto sixth place, having kept
that 14sgapto Webber constant.

Webber’s eight flying laps behind the
soft-tyred carsaveraged 1im33.1s. With
aclear track he wasimmediately into
the 1m31s. He had lost around 125 being
stuck at their pace, which, added to the
14s by which Vettel trailed him, would
have put him more than a pitstopahead
and placed the onus on Seb. But that
battle wasnow effectively lost already
for Mark. Furthermore, Vettel continued
tolap quicker and, by the time Webber
pitted at the end of lap 28, Vettel was
just 10s behind, meaning he was 11.5s1in
front once Webber rejoined. Game over.
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Grosjean had a lot of
work to do from
lowly grid position

by one reading’

Webber had been fitted with the
softsat this stage, and would be in again
for his final set of mediumsjust four
laps later, rejoining just behind Daniel
Ricciardo, who would pit his Toro
Rossoout of Mark’sway at theend of
the next lap. In the short gap between
Webber’s first and second stops,

Vettel came in for his second. It made
for a slightly confusing time for the
watching Indian fans, and afterwards
seasoned observers were asking why
Red Bull had chosen to put Webber on
the softsin the middle of the race rather
than at the end. Thereality wasit made
next tono difference. With such a short
stint length possible onthem, and few
traffic considerations(because the Red
Bulls were so far clear of the field) it
would not have playved out significantly
different had Webber delayed fitting
the softsuntil the end. Inthat scenario,
Vettel's lap-31 stop would have brought
him out around 10s behind Webber,
with both onnew primes and Vettelnot

=
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...after pulling his

Red Bull off-track with
alternator failure

needing to stop again. Webber would be
needing to stopno more than five to six
laps from the end for his softs, at which
point he would dropback 11sor so
behind Vettel, assuming Seb had done
nomore than maintained that 10s gap.
“We did it that way around because it
minimised Mark’srisk toa safety car,”
explained Newev.“ That risk was one of
the downsides of Mark’s strategy. Ifthe
safety car had come out and wiped the
half-minute advantage he had on the
rest of the field when he was still on
the primes, he would have lost many
positions when he came infor his softs.
This got the softs out of the way and

———

Di Resta beat Sutil
as Force India’s
= A strategy converged

Mark back ontrack still in second.
Wewere able to doit because of the gap
we’d built over everyone else.”

Assuming nomechanical dramas,
the Red Bull match had now played out,
and Vettel had never looked like losing
once he'd started coming through the
field in those early laps while still
managingto gain on the leaders.

[t was aremarkable performance.

But inthe Red Bulls’wake things
were much less clear-cut. Inthe battle
for best of the rest, it was Massa versus
the two Mercs, Hulkenberg and
Raikkonen (who had all started onthe
softsand made early stops), Perez




(who'd started onthe prime and run
untillap 28), and the one-stopping
Grosjean (who remarkably got his softs
tolast for 13 laps, vet stillmanaged
toovertake efficiently).

Massawas driving faultlessly in
carrying Ferrari’s hopes. Relative tothe
closely following Mercs of Rosberg and
Hamilton, he was stronger earlvin the
stintsthan at the end, but they couldn’t
pass, evenwith the benefit of DRS,
because they were geared shorter
and ran with more wing,

Mercedes decided toget Rosberg out
of this stalemate by bringing him in
early for his second stop, at the end of
lap 27. Ferrari didn’t take the bait and
left Massa out for another three laps,
thereby keeping his final stint downto
30 laps. Inthisway Mercedes undercut
Rosberg ahead of the Ferrari. Hamilton
came in with Massa and left still behind
him, the pair exiting either side of
Grosjean and only just in front of Perez.
Crosjean wasthenable totake
advantage of Massa’s cold tyresto
overtake up at Turns 4./5.

Hulkenberg stayed out until lap 33,
carrying a frustrated Raikkonen along
in his wake. The Sauber definitely
wasn’t as quick as the Lotus over alap,
but was much faster down the back
straight, trapping Kimi. With places
already lost to Grosjean and Perez if he

SN EINIT]
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stopped, Kimi himself decided to throw
the dice.“We weren’t sure if we could
get histyrestodoastintof 53 laps
[18 more than Pirelli’s advisorvy!],”
explained Permane,“but Kimi said let’s
giveitagoandtrvtogettotheend. It
was his call and we were happy to try.”
At this point he was lving fourth,
behind the yet-to-stop prime-tyred
Force India of Adrian Sutil, but well
ahead of the fresher-rubbered Rosberg-
Grosjean-Massa-Hamilton-Perez-
Hulkenberg train. Force India has gone
along way towards recapturing the
early-seasontraits ofits car, before the
tyre-spec change, and was the team
other than Lotus convinced that aone-
stopwas possible. Sutil began the race
open-minded about this and would run
until lap 41 on his primes, coming out
some way behind Hulkenberg and
trvingtogeta set of softstodothe
remaining 19 laps. Team-mate di Resta
had gone for the opposite approach
and, after ditching the softs onlap one,
then divided the race into two sets of
mediums. By the time all their stops
had played out, they were running line
astern, with di Resta putting a passon
the tyre-conserving Sutil. There really
was very little to choose on strategies.
Up front, Vettel continued to edge
out his lead over Webber, giving his
engineer‘Rocky’Rocquelin a bit of
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stress every time he lit up the timing
screens with purple sectors.“Youneed
tomakethese tyres last the wholerace,”
hereminded his driver, a familiar dance
between the pair, Seb feeling he had it
allunder control,’Rocky’not seeing the
point of the risk. That stresstook onan
extradimension when the team began
seeing signs of imminent trouble on
Webber’s car. Thealternator — the
returning Achilles’ Heel of the Renault
engine from last vear — was failing. On
lap 39 Webber was instructed to switch
off. He pulled to the side at Turn 2.

The Renault men looked at Vettel’s
dataintently and were concerned by one
of the electrical readings. It may just have
been afaulty sensor and it wasn’t — yet
— showing anything like as seriousa
problem as Webber’s. But for the sake
of caution Vettel wasinstructed to shut
evervthing down that would have a
draw onthe alternator, which included
KERS. That lost him around 0.350f
performance once he’drebalanced his
brakes, but that was still faster than
anyone else, the nearest of whom
was almost half aminute behind.

Vettel's wasn’t the only Renault
concern inthe pitlane. At Lotusit could
be seen that Grosjean’s air supply for
the engine’s pneumatic valves was
leaking, the exact same thing that
had stopped him in Singapore. »

RACE REPORT

SATURDAY

K Fpais delayed for 15 minutes
due to visibility problems, and
eventuallyitbegins 20 minuies late.

[ 1120 At the belated start of ﬂ‘
the session, Vergne s told: “We =
anticipate more traffic than usual’

EEEY] Alonsoisinformed: ﬁ
“We are having a look at =
Corner 15interms of the
nervousness under braking”

EEES] Hulkenberg clips amechanic
in the pits, inflicting a hairline fracture to
his little toe. He soon returns to work.

EET Gutierrezflies over the o)
sausage kerbat Turn 8."The car =
is OK, but... uh. t was quite fast!”
PerezreportsinQ1:
“The rear of the car was a bit =
nervous in the high speed’”

Vettel runs off track at Turn 7.
m Grosjean complains: “l
got traffic on the previous lap.” -
His next lap isn't good enough either. ..

[ 1422 | Grosjean asks: "Where
are we?” His engineer tells him:
“Fucked up massively, P17’
Grosjean cries: "No way!”

[ 1432 R Q2, Hulkenberg ﬁ
complains his Sauber is "too :
understeery onthe prime’

EZEE Alonso appears to have
radioissues,andistold:“lkeep ™

talking, not sure if you can hearme.”

EIP™ Ricciardo fails to 7Y
progress from Q2 by 0.061s: —
“Disappointing, but I tried my best”

BELT] Vettel celebrates pole: .""i'
“¥es guys! We did what we had
to. Great job, the car was fantastic

)

m Hamilton is asked: “It ﬂj‘
was a Red Bullinthe way, Vettel -
not Webber?" He replies: “Yeah!

o~

m Webberis informed:
“Everyoneelse onprimesisat
the back, and we are P4 mate”

Williams chief race engineer
Xevi Pujolar admits his team’s pitstops
will be slow during the race to ensure
no repeat of the wheelnut problems.
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: L ' > “About 20 laps fromthe end they ! :
Buddah at Buddh: : P -y ette
for Sebastian Vettel | Permane. Grosjean was instructed to to take his fourth title

short-shift, thus bringing toanend his
hopes of launching an attack on Rosberg,
Before too much longer he was shifting
at14,4o00rpmratherthan 18,000, 5till
he waskeeping Massa behind him.

This whole train of cars was now
inevitably catching Raikkonen on his to avoid a harder hit. He was ahead but
ancient tyres. He'd been lapping had been off the track to complete the
competitively until the rubber had move, soimmediately surrendered it.
finally surrendered withabout 12 lapsto Massawas now right ontopofthem
2o, Rosberg went past using DRS with and things were getting stressful inthe

in the most resounding

way possible’

eight lapsto go,and next came team- Lotus pits.“Kimi, get out of the ....ing
mate Grosjean and the chasing Massa. way, shouted Permane.“Don’t shout,”
AstheyracedupthestraighttoTurn4  countered Raikkonen, who finally
with four laps remaining, Grosjean backed off exiting the penultimate
was onhis DRS but Raikkonen was corner, Grosjean flashing past
= defending down the inside. Romain there, Massaone corner later.
=  wentaround the outside but Kimi was Hulkenberg by this time had pulled
:" not surrendering, running out wide. out:“I'was braking for the final turn and
: : & Lightcontact betweenthetwoLotuses  felt somethinginthe carclick. Then
—_— - - . ) @ wasmade, Grosjeandrivingoffthetrack  suddenly my brakes were gone” This

THE RACE LAP BY LAP

1 Vettel

=
2 Rosberg — /
AN N

3 Hamilton ‘ = O

4 Webber —-
5 Massa ‘F-

7 Hulkenberg

8 Alonso

21 Pic

22 Chilton
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.ap 35

Raikkonen’s tyre

. gamble failed

brought di Resta and Sutilup toeighth
and ninth ahead of Ricciardo, whowas
faultlessin fending off Alonso.
Hamilton had been trying hard for
most of therace’s second halftoputa
pass onMassaandthis had takenatoll
on his tyres. With three laps togo they
were almost finished, and Perez sensed
hischance as they came uponthe
limping Raikkonen ontothe back
straight. Hamilton got DRS onthe
Lotusto spear effortlessly past it, Perez

|lap4{l]

got DRS on Hamilton to goby them
both ina perfectly executed double-
passtotake fifth.

Raikkonen, his strategy gamble
having bust, trailed in for new softs and
rejoined seventh, shattering the fastest
laprecord. Cue more stress for‘Rocky’
“Don’t even think about it,"he warned
Vettel.“We're in enough trouble asit is.”

But they weren’t really. Vettel crossed
the linetotake hisfourthtitle inthe best,
most resounding way possible, halfa

|Lap50|

|lap 55|

minute clear of Rosberg. Grosjean kept
that engine running — its air bottle was
empty at the end — while keeping out of
DRS range of Massa totake afabulous
third from17th on the grid.

‘Rocky’had another instruction:
“Well done Seb; normal routine please.”
No,not today, Seb decided. Instead he
pulled upin front of the pits after his
slow-down lap and produced alovely
series of celebratory donuts, adding vet
more smoke to the New Delhi sky. #

[ | § y
2 Finishing

= Position

1 Vettel

2

Ricciardo

Alonso

Maldonado

Vergne

Button

Gutierrez

Bottas
Chilton

Hulkenberg

l-ﬂ-Hﬂhﬂtﬂ failure =@=Penalty ={=Crash ={D=Pitstop

Safety Car |

Lapped

RACE REPORT

e

mﬂ Van der Garde is forced
out aftera collision at Turn 1,and
rants: “Chilton, what an idiot”

mﬂ Raikkonen asks:
“Checkifmytyreis OK? | got =

hit by Webber He's told: “Looks QK
Alonso, after pitting
for a new nose after contactwith -

Webber, reports:“l think | damaged
something more, the steeringis

heavyinthe right-hand corners.”
[ 1512 Chilton has abrake
issue, and is told: “It’s your call =

if you can't carry on.” He continues.

EPH Gutierrezis given a drive-
through penalty for jumping the start.

RIIT Webber hits trouble: N
“What's happenedtothe =
shift?" He's told: “We're losing
gearbox synch... I'm sorry,we need
tostop the car. It's an alternator mate”’
ETTTY vettelis told: “Mark’s
had afailure, he's stopped on -

track) Vettel:“I'm aware, I'm aware”

Hulkenbergretires: .ﬂ"
“Brakes went or something. -
It's the floor, the skids or something”

[ 1628 Hamilton laments: ﬁ
“These tyres are gone.” -

m After near-miss with u*";*.

Raikkonen at Turn 4, Grosjean
moans: “Come on guys!” He's told:
“OK, we are telling Kimi."

EEE) Lotus’s Alan Permane:
“Kimi get out of the [bleepling -
way!" Kimi swears back: "Don’t shout

there, [bleep] - when | have a chance
but notinthe fast corner”

Button reports: “Just ﬁi“
missed a gear,wentintoa .
false neutral” He's told ta retire the car,

ETEH) Homergushesto Vettel:
“Brilliant, brilliant drive. You've
doneitin style, you're afour-time
world champion. You join the greats.”

Vettel: “Unbelievable guys, we did it
[ 1636 To Grosjean:"P3,

N\
| Tocrosje
amazing!” He replies: “Woohoo! ™=
Bravo. That's good, that's good’

(s

BT RedBull fined €25,000 for
Vettel not proceeding directly to
parc ferme at the end of the race.
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RED BULL

TEAM BY TEAM

10/10

Event rating

SEBASTIANVETTEL

Red Bull-Renault RB3-03
Start: 1st; Finish: 15t
atrategy: 2 stops
(soft/medium/medium)

While the Red Bull was comfortably the
class of the field, this was a drive fitling of a
champion, Vettel never looked like missing
pole, but the decision 1o dump the soft tyres
after just two laps meant his strategy hung
on him clearing slower cars swiftly. Thats
easier said than done, even in a quick car,
but typically he made it look easy.

7110

Event rating

MARK WEBBER

Red Bull-Renauit RB3-04
Start: ath; Finish: DNF
atrategy: retired
(medium/soft/medium)

An excellent qualifying lap on the medium
tyre set Webber up for a potential win.

A poor start, plus hitting Raikkonen and
Alonso at the first corner meant that once
the soft runners were out of the way, he was
not as far up as he should have been. After
that, he drove well and would have been

a worthy second had his alternator lasted.

RED BULL ADDS AN ELEMENT...

Red Bull's front wing featured three elements rather than two, along

with new-shaped turning vanes behind. In the end, both carsran the
new wing, but with the old turning vanes.
GARY ANDERSON The turning vanes on the two-element wing were previously
rectangular. With the three-element the team initially fitted new turning vanes that
were a bit more three-dimensional. The three-element package should give more
downforce, and allow you to run more wing angle without stalling. The centre of
pressure moves forward with the greater downforce, so you get more leverage
effect. The vanes are to turn the flow around the tyre. If the wing is working harder,
the flow beyond the wing needs more help getting around the tyre.

..KEEPS THE TEA TRAY HOT...

...AND MODIFIES ITS DIFFUSER

Since Singapore, Red Bull has used this modified diffuser, with a Lotus-
like extended fin (1) at the outboard end and a slot gap in its fence (2).
GARY ANDERSON The outboard end is following the trend Lotus started. There's
alow-pressure area behind the tyre, and that's where you're trying to get the air from
the outboard end of the diffuser to go. If you can succeed in that, the low pressure
sucks the air from the diffuser faster,increasing the underfloor air speed and
giving you more downforce. You also reduce drag. The new part links up the low-
pressure area with the outboard end of the diffuser better. On the endplate, there
is a cut-out duct, and this serves the same function as a slot gap on a wing, reducing
the tendency for the flow to stall as the car gets closer to the ground. The new
outboard end will have expanded the draw on the diffuser, and that will have
increased the tendency to stall, so the cut-out is to combat that.
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The leading edge of the Red

Bull ‘tea tray’ floor section
was observed by the infra-red
cameras on TV to be running at
high temperatures as it made
regular contact with the ground.
GARY ANDERSON Noticing the
temperatures of the front skid of the tea
tray [the leading edge of the floor] from
theinfra-red cameras we now have, gets
me asking: s there anything I'd do to use
that heat as a positive rather than a
negative? Perhaps if the bracketry was
donein a certain way, so that with any
heat expansion you moved the floor
away from the ground, that could
certainly be used as a positive. [t would

allow you torun the cara bitlower at
medium speed. I'm not saying thereis
anything in there as clever as that, but it
you could do that, there would potentially
be abig gain. These tyres expand in
height at speed by around 2mm, so

if instead of the floor going down by

a millimetre, you could getitto go up,
giving anet swing of 2mm. Adding
this to the 2mm you get from the tyre
expansion gives you 4mm. The front
rideheight of acurrent caris only about
20mm, so that's a quarter of the total
you'd be effectively lowering it by. That
would make for ahuge increase in
downforce from a) the front wing
running lower and b) the underfloor.




FERRARI

Event rating

FERNANDOALONSO

Ferrari F138-299
Start: Bth; Finish: 11th
atrateqgy: 3 stops
(medium/medium/soft/medium)

It's difficult to judge Alonso's speed, given
his qualifying pace was defined by opting to
start on the slower medium tyre. In the race,
wing damage caused by Webber, followed
by a slide into Button on the first lap,
hobbled his Ferrari. To his credit, he kept his
head down and came close to nabbing

a point, but could not get by Ricciardo.

Pez scores best result for Mc

Event rating

FELIPEMASSA

Ferrari F138-298

Start: 5th; Finish: 4th
atrategy: 2 stops
(soft/medium/medium)

This was one of Massa's strongest
weekends the year. He outqualified Alonso

by being on the quicker tyre in (3, but drove

an excellent race, jumping to second on

the first lap, keeping the guicker Rosberg
behind him until being jumped in the pits.
He couldn't make up the two seconds to

the one-stopping Lotus of Grosjean, though,

Laren

RACE REPORT

Ferrari reduced the size of its

rear brake discs for India,
making them around 4mm smaller
than those used at the front.
GARY ANDERSON Ifyou have the
same front and rear brakes, with weight
transfer,you'llbe running 56 to b8 per
cent of your braking on the front. Your
line pressures are different, and the
build-up to the pressure and its decline
varies from front to back. In the old days,
we'd match brake sizes to equalise the
line pressures, sowe'd have smaller

brakes on the rear. It was better for
brake response. With KERS, you do that
even more, with its recharging giving
you braking for part of the deceleration
phase. lt also gives you different line
pressures as it stops harvesting. This will
get to be moreimportant next year when
KERS s doing more work —butthe one
thing thatremains the same is that you
can'trecharge atagreaterrate than

the current system. You can store a lot
more and deploy more, but the
harvesting rate is the same.

6/10

Event rating

McLaren-Mercedes MP4-28-04
atart: 10th; Fimsh: 14th
Strategy: 3 stops (medium/
soft/medium/medium)

Button came into the weekend talking up
a change of set-up philosophy that might
offer the Mclaren a boost. It didn't really
deliver, but the team did extract a decent
level of performance from the car. Bution
would surely have been in the mix for a
top six finish had he not been clattered by
Alonso on the opening lap, which gave him
a slow puncture and forced an early stop.
From there, he had no chance.

9/10

Event rating

McLaren-Mercedes MP4-28-01
atart: 9th; Finish: 5th
Strategy: 2 stops (medium/
soft/medium)

This was surely Perez's most convincing
weekend as a McLaren driver, Both he and
Bution qualified on the mediums, but Perez
was three-tenths faster, In the race, there
were no errors, his speed was consistently
good, his pacing during that long first stint
excellent and thanks to an excellent piece
of opportunism as he happened upon the
ailling Raikkonen, he got ahead of Hamilton
to bag his best finish of the season.

O

9/10

Event rating

NICO ROSBERG
Mercedes F1 W04/03
atart: 2nd; Finish: 2nd
Strategy: 2 stops
(soft/medium/medium)

While Rosberg made heavy weather of his
battle with Massa, being passed by him on
the opening lap and relying on undercutting
him in the pits to get ahead, there’s very
ittle to cnticise in his weekend. To start and
finish second on a weekend where Red
Bull was unbeatable was as good as it was
going to get He was over half a minute
clear of Hamilton by the finish thanks to his
team-mate not being able to pass Massa.
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Event rating

LEWISHAMILTON

Mercedes F1 W04/04
atart: 3rd; Finish; 6th
Strategy: 2 stops
(soft/medium/medium)

An underwhelming weekend for a subdued
Hamilton, In qualifying, he couldn't quite
match Rosberg, and fell in behind him at
the start. Where his race differed from
Rosberg’s was that his team-mate undercut
Massa and could get on with the rest of his
race, Hamilton pitted on the same laps as
the Ferran, took too much out of his final
set of tyres trying to overtake him and was
ambushed by Perez late an.
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Event rating

KIMIRAIKKONEN

Lotus-Renault E21-05
Start: Gth; Finish: 7th
strateqgy: 2 stops
(soft/medium/medium)

Raikkonen admitted batiling to get the
car to handle as he wanted thanks to the
camber limits, but made some progress
and gualified well. His race turmed info

a gamble on tyre life, which ultimately
backfired, although he didn't help his cause
by racing team-mate Grosjean, risking
contact as he struggled with a lack of rear
grip. What really cost him was having to
make his first stop early in search of cool
air for his overheating brakes.

8/10

Event rating

ROMAIN GROSJEAN
Lotus-Renault E21-04
Start: 17th: Finish: 3rd
afrategy: 1 stop
(soft/medium)

It's difficult to judge whether Grosjean
should have escaped (1. On the slower-
compound tyre, the team misjudged where
the cut-off time was, but Grosjean threw
away at least a couple of tenths on his key
lap, which represented half of the deficit He
excelled in the race. Nobody made the softs
last as long off the start and his pace was
consistent on his long second stint. Also
showed good awareness to run wide to
avoid contact with Raikkonen late on.

LOTUS SCULPTS TURNING VANES

The triple vanes that sit atop the Lotus sidepod had been given a
more complex, contoured shape for India.
GARY ANDERSON MclLaren began this trend. The top of the sidepod is
aerodynamically negative. When the air accelerates over it, this produces lift
These vanes are to spoil that, to train the air to miss that big surface and send
it instead directly to the coke-bottle section further back where it will create
downforce. Lotus have optimised the vanes since originally putting them on by

increasing the contouring.

FORCE INDIA
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Madivar

8/10

Event rating

Sauber-Ferrari C32-03
atart: Tth; Fimsh: 19th
Strategy: 3 stops
(soft/medium/medium/soft)

But for a brake disc problem forcing his
retirement late on in the race, Hulkenberg
would have finished in seventh or eighth
place, which would have been a decent
return given that the Sauber didn't seem
quite as competitive in India as it has been
in the previous two races. Hulkenberg
climbed to fifth place on the opening lap
and, as usual, held his own competing
with the bigger teams.
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Event rating
ESTEBAN GUTIERREZ
Sauber-Ferrari G32-04
atart; 16th; Finish: 15th
Strategy: 2 stops
(medium/medium/soft)

After the highs of Suzuka, this was an
unwelcome step back for Gutierrez He
looked ragged at times and didn't show the
tum of pace now expected of him, Relative
circuit unfamilianty has to be factored in
(although he did drive here in FP1 last year),
but even so his speed was disappointing,

A jump start didn't help, and meant he was
battling at the back of the midfield, where
he showed a willingness to defend rabustly:

8/10

Event rating

--------------------------------------------------------------------

atart: 12th; Finish: 8th
Strategy: 2 stops
(soft/medium/medium)

ith Force India now hovering just outside
the top 10 on pure performance, di Resta's
12th place on the grid was a good retum.
After the bold decision to pit to get off
the soft tyres at the end of the first lap, he
drove a very effective and unflustered race.
Almost nothing to choose between him
and Sutil, who opted for a similar strategy
in reverse, although di Resta edged it in the
race after passing his team-mate on lap 44

8/10

Event rating

ADRIAN SUTIL

Force India-Mercedes VUM06-03
start: 13th; Fimish: 9th
Strategy: 1 stop
(medium/soft)

Sutil qualified and finished right behind his
team-mate. In the race, he ran marathon
stints of 41 laps an the medium rubber

off the start and then 19 on the soft to the
finish. While fractionally off his team-mate
on Saturday and Sunday, the difference was
close to imperceptible, and he arguably had
the tnckier strategic job in the race given he
had to pull off a one-stopper — a challenge
he executed extremely effectively.
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WiLLiAMS ]| TORO ROSSO
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Event rating

PASTOR MALDONADO
Williams-Renault FW35-03
atart; 18th; Finish: 12th
otrateqgy: 2 stops
(soft/medium/medium)

Complained about traffic during Q1, in
which he was well over half a second off
team-mate Bottas. His race, though, was far
stronger, taking a relatively uncompetitive
Williams fo less than three seconds off the
points on a conventional strategy. He took
the fight to quicker cars and did as much
as anyone could ask of the machinery.
However, had he been two or three places
up the grid, perhaps those few seconds
might have been easier to find.

()

7110

Event rating

VALTTERIBOTTAS
Williams-Renault FW35-01
Start; 15th; Finish: 16th
strategy: 2 stops
(medium/medium/soft)

Bottas turned in an excellent lap in Q1

to make it through into the second
segment of qualifying, It was disappointing,
however, that the Finn wasn't able to
improve on that pace in Q2 after iraffic
compromised his tyre temperatures. That
said, it probably made little difference to
his qualifying position. In the race, he

was unable to make any sort of progress,
ending Sunday afternoon one place lower
than he'd qualified.

6/10

Event rating

JEAN-ERICVERGNE

Toro Rosso-Ferran STRE-04
Start; 14th; Finish: 13th
strategy: 2 stops
(soft/medium/medium)

After a difficult time during Friday aftermoon
practice, which he admitted knacked his
confidence, Vergne recovered pretty well

in qualifying, atthough he was still almost
three-tenths off his team-mate. Pitting on
the first lap to get rid of the soft tyre made
life difficult for him and he never recovered,
even though his pace was fine relative to

Ricciardo. The net result was another patchy

showing for Vergne, who still struggles to
put together complete weekends.

8/10

Event rating

DANIELRICCIARDO

Toro Rosso-Ferran STR8-01
Start: 11th; Finish: 10th
otrategy: 2 stops
(medium/soft/medium)

The Awstralian perhaps should have
scraped into O3 as he didn't quite manage
to string his three best sector times
together in qualifying. But there were no
such guestion marks in the race as he held
off the hobbled Alonso in the final stint of
the race 1o bag his and Toro Rosso's first
point since the ltalian Grand Prix. The two
Force Indias weren't far up the road and
arguably beatable, but Ricciardo was pretty
happy wath his own perfarmance.

Event rating
CHARLES PIC
Caterham-Renault CT03-06
atart: 21st; Finish: DNF
Strategy: retired
(soft/medium/medium)

Pic endured one of those weekends

where things never really got going. After
struggling with the set-up on Friday, he

was much happier with the car in Saturday
morning practice, but traffic in Q1 caused
some problems. His race was compromised
almost before it had started when he
suffered a puncture when van der Garde
clipped him. A second flat and then a loss of
hydraulic pressure added insult to injury.

Event rating

Caterham-Renault CT03-05
atart: 20th; Finish: DNF
Strategy: retired

(soft)

The Dutchman described Friday as one

of his best of the year, but on Saturday

he struggled with front-tyre warming and
therefore understeer in sector one in
qualifying. Despite that, he still outqualified
Pic, although the car certainly had the
potential to be ahead of the Marussia of
Bianchi. For the second race in a row, he
didn't reach the end of the first lap, blaming
Chilton for the clash that ended his day.

7110

Event rating

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Strateqy: 2 stops (soft/
medium/medium)

A suspension problem hindered him all of
Friday, but Bianchi pulled a stunning lap
out of the bag in qualifying to beat both
Caterhams and put his team-mate firmly in
the shade. The race was harder work, but
his pace was good, even though he never
reasserted himself over Chilton after losing
the position at the first stop. Another good
weekend's work for the rookie, with his
qualifying lap the undoubted highlight

0

Event rating

MAXCHILTON

Marussia-Cosworth MR-02-03
atart: 22nd; Fimish: 17th
Strategy: 2 stops
(medium/medium/soft)

There were two sides to Chilton’s weekend.
The first was a difficult Friday/Saturday, with
chronic understeer on day one meaning he
never quite caught up. He was four-tenths
off his own theoretical best in Q1 and over
a second behind Bianchi, but made up for it
in the race after surviving an early clash with
van der Garde by pressing home the slight
strategic advantage of starting on mediums
despite nursing a braking problem.
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PRACTICE 1:

Friday

PRACTICE 2:

Friday

PRACTICE 3:

Saturday

POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIMNE POS DRIVER TIME E
VETTEL Im26.683s 1 VETTEL Im25.722s I VETTEL Im25.332s =
WEBEER Im26.871s Z WEBBER Im26.011s 2 WEBBER Im25.892s 2
ROSBERG Im26.899s J GROSJEAN Im26.220s 3 ALONSO ImZ6.105s e
GROSJEAN Im26.990s 4 HAMILTON Im26.399s 4 HULKENBERG Im26.306s -
HAMILTON Im27.227s 5 ALONSO Im26.430s 5 GROSJEAN Im26.350s
BUTTON Im27.335s 6 ROSBERG Im26.582s 6 MASSA Im26.435s
PEREZ Im27.4165 T MASSA Im26.601s 7 DI RESTA Im26.438s
MASSA Im27.692s § RAIKKONEN Im26.632s 8 ROSBERG Im26.441s
HULKENBERG Im27.770s 9 PEREZ Im26.857s % BUTTON Im26.48%s
BOTTAS Im27,800s 10 BUTTON Im26.972s 10 HAMILTON Im26.557s
VERGNE Im28.035s 11 RICCIARDO Im27.304s 11 RAIKKONEN Im26.635s
ALONSO Im28.214s 12 SUTIL Im27.375s 12 MALDONADO Im26.641s
RICCIARDD Im28.336s 13 BOTTAS Im27.429s 13 PEREZ Im26.737s
MALDONADO Im28.342s 14 HULKENBERG Im27.491s 14 SUTIL Im26.847s
SUTIL Im28.468s 15 DI RESTA Im27.608s 15 VERGNE Im26.876s
GUTIERREZ Im28.538s 16 MALDONADO Im27.720s 16 BOTTAS Im26.883s
RATKKONEN Im28.730s 17T GUTIERREZ Im27.949s 17 RICCIARDO Im27.259s
CALADO Im29.197s 18 VERGNE Im28.431s 18 PIC Im27.941s
VAN DER GARDE Im29.413s 19 VAN DER GARDE 1mZ28.6%92s 19 GUTIERREZ Im28.019s
BIANCHI Im29.560s 20 BIANCHI Im28.799s 20 VAN DER GARDE Im28.498s 5
PIC Im30.026s 21 PIC Im29.366s 21 CHILTON Im29.0%4s =
CHILTON Im30.471s 2¢ CHILTON Im30.164s 2Z BIANCHI Im29.169s E

Weather: Dry Weather: Dry Weather: Dry

BAD BOYS & ENGINE USAGE

QUALIFYING STATISTICS

DRIVER QUALIFYING 1 QUALTFYING 2 OUALTFYING 3 HEAD TO HEAD PENALTIES FINES ENGINES
1 VETTEL Im25.943s (11) Im24.568s (1) Im24.119s VETTEL 15 1 WEBBER VETTEL 0 £25,200 f
2  ROSBERG Im25.833s (7) Im25.304s (6) Im24.871s ALONSO 9 7 MASSA WEBBER 3 €£35,000 !
3 HAMILTON ImZ5.80Zs (5) Im25.259s (5] Im24.941s BUTTON 9 i PEREZ ALONSO 0 €£16,000 T
4  WEBBER Im25.665s (2) Im25.097s (3) Im25.047s RAIKKONEN 10 6  GROSJEAN MASSA 3 £10,400 1
5  MASSA Im25.793s (4) Im25.389s (%) Im25.201s ROSBERG 6 10 HAMILTON BUTTON 0 £1000 7
6 RAIKKONEN Im25.819s (6] Im25,191s (4] 1m25.248s HULKENBERG 15 1 GUTIERREZ PEREZ 1 €600 T
7 HULKENBERG Im25.883s (8) Im25.339s (7] Im25.334s DI RESTA 9 [} SUTIL RAIKKONEN 1 £2500 [}
B ALONSO Im25.934s (10] Im24.,885s (2] Im25.826s MALDONADO 7 9  BOTTAS GROSJEAN J €0 !
9  PEREZ Im26.107s (13) Im25.365s (8) Im26.153s VERGNE 4 12 RICCIARDO ROSBERG 0 €1300 T
10 BUTTON Im25.574s (1] Im25.458s (100 1m26.487s PIC 10 6 VAN DER GARDE HAMILTON l €0 B
11 RICCIARDO Im25.673s (3) 1m25.519s - BIANCHI 14 2 CHILTON HULKENBERG l £3000 T
12 DI RESTA 1m25.908s (9] 1m25.711s - GUTIERREZ ] £1800 T
13 SUTIL Im26.164s (15) 1m25.740s - DI RESTA 0 €£5700 T
14 VERGNE Im26.155s (14) 1m25.798s - SUTIL 2 €£1000 T
15 BOTTAS Im26.178s (16) 1m26.134s - MALDONADO 0 €120,000 T
16 GUTIERREZ Im26.057s (12) 1m26.336s - BOTTAS 0 €5900 T
17 GROSJEAN Im26.571s = = VERGME 0 €10,000 T
18  MALDONADO 1m26.842s — = RICCIARDO l €0 i
19  BIANCHI 1m26.970s G = = PIC 2 €0 T
20 VAN DER GARDE Im27.105s . = = VANDER GARDE 3 €12,400 [
21 PIC Im27.487s & = Z  BIANCHI l £2800 f
22  CHILTON Im28.138s . = E CHILTON l €300 ¥
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RACE REPORT

TYRE CHOICE

THE RACE: 60 laps, 191.071 miles

TEE/LAT

POS  DRIVER TEAM LAPS TOTAL TINE FASTEST LAP PITSTOP  TIME INPITS GRID STINT | STINT 2 STINT 3 STINT 4
1 SEBASTIAN VETTEL RED BULL-RENAULT 60 lh3lml2.187s Im28.116s ? 47 .568s | Soft Medium Medium
2  NICD ROSBERG MERCEDES 60 +29.821s Im28.816s 2 47.580s 2 Soft Medium Medium
3  ROMAIN GROSJEAN LOTUS-RENAULT a0 +39.8925 Im28.79%6s 1 23.648s 17 Soft Medium
4  FELIPE MASSA FERRARI a0 +41.6925 Im28.886s z 46.911s 5 Soft Nedium Medium
5  SERGIO PEREZ McLAREN-MERCEDES 60 +43.829s Im28.503s . 48.451s 9 Medium soft Medium
6  LEWIS HAMILTON MERCEDES 60 +52.475s Im29.052s z 47.120s d Soft Medium Medium
T KIMI RAIKKONEN LOTUS-RENAULT a0 +1m07 . 9883 Im27.679s Z 51.130s b Soft Nedium Medium
8  PAUL DI RESTA FORCE INDIA-MERCEDES a0 +|ml2.868s Im29.300s Fa 47,6863 12 Soft Nedium Medium
9  ADRIAN SUTIL FORCE INDIA-MERCEDES a0 +1ml4.734s Im28.419s 1 23.891s 13 Medium Soft
10  DANIEL RICCIARDD TORD ROSS0-FERRARI 60 +Iml6.237s Im28.831s . 50.079s 11 Nedium Soft Medium
11  FERNANDO ALONSO FERRARI 60 +1ml8.297s Im28.709s 3 171.461s g Medium Medium Soft Medium
12  PASTOR MALDOMADO WILLIAMS-RENAULT 60 +Im18.951s Im29.012s Z 51.842s 18 Soft Medium Medium
13 JEAN-ERIC VERGNE TOROD ROSS0-FERRARI 59 -1 lap Im29.280s Z 48,3603 14 Soft Medium Medium
14 JENSON BUTTON McLAREN-MERCEDES h9 -1 lap Im28.814s 3 72.045s 10 Nedium Soft Medium Medium
15 ESTEBAN GUTIERREZ SAUBER-FERRARI 59 -1 lap Im28.682s i 68.498s 14 Medium Medium Soft
16 VALTTERI BOTTAS WILLIAMS-RENAULT 59 -1 lap Im28.928s . 53.528s 1 Nedium Medium Soft
17 MAX CHILTON MARUSSIA-COSWORTH ha -2 laps Im30.335s . 49.202s 22 Nedium Medium Soft
18 JULES BIANCHI MARUSSIA-COSWORTH 1] -2 laps Im30.171s . 59.320s 19 Soft Medium Medium
19 NICO HULKENBERG SAUBER-FERRARI 54 brakes Im28.947s 3 71.987s i Soft Medium Nedium Soft
B MARK WEBBER RED BULL-RENAULT 39 alternator Im29.500s . 46,9463 4 Medium Soft Medium
R CHARLES PIC CATERHAN-RENAULT 35 hydraulics Im32.907s 2 56.052s Fil Soft Medium Medium
R GIEDO VAN DER GARDE = CATERHAM-RENAULT 1 accident damage - = = 20 Soft dnf
Weather: Dry. Winner's average speed: 125.700mph. Fastest lap: Raikkonen Im27.67%s (130.753mph) on lap 60. Option tyre in bold; new set in red; used set in black
Lap leaders: 1-3 Vettel; 3-8 Massa; 9-28 Webber; 29-31 Vettel; 32 Webber; 33-40 Vettel
SECTOR 1 TINES
PlS ORLVER [ IME PFUS DRIVER I IRE
J IND UAE USA EBR 1 SUTIL 42,9413 1 RAIKKOMEN 22.76ds
1 VETTEL v I i LU L b L LR o A i L e L o S 2 2 VETTEL 43.077s 2 GROSJEAN 23.214s
2 ALONSO 7 F AL oy i s T A LB B R | e S S L B R i 3 PERE? 43.141s 3 BOTTAS 23.287s
J RAIKKONEN 187 g e g oW owl CG[pE geh Gt gw onl peg II™ 3¢ ¢ BB 4 ALONSO 43.179s 4 ROSBERG 23.295s
4 HAMILTON {1} e e B [ B U S L S S L T L U v 5 RICCIARDO 43.19¢s 5 VETTEL 23.310s
5 WEBBER 148 6% 2™ ret Tt Bt 3Frd gt nd Frh gth Bt Jrd 15% ret 27 ret 6 MASSA 43.255s 6 MALDONADD 23.381s
6 ROSBERG 4 ret 4™ et " Gt [T 5O Gpaes gt Jon o4 gt 4t e R T GUTIERREZ 43.264s T ALONSO 23.433s
7 GROSJEAN 102 10%* 4* 9% 3¢ ypet ret [3J* |9 30 4% Bt Bt ret 3¢ I I 8 DI RESTA 43.327s 8 BUTTON 23.460s
8 MASSA 102 4 5t gt ot 3o et B AT et B9 T 4B fr g (i g 9 HULKENBERG 43.346s 9 MASSA 23.476s
9 BUTTON b0 °9& fy= 5t po gt A 122%™ 13 Bt T 6N ot 7 g Bt 1 10 RAIKKOMEN 43.369s 10 HAMILTOM 23.4%91s
10 DI RESTA 0 8" ret g 4% 0 gt F gt J]th 8% ret ret 20 ret 11™ B
11 HULKENBERG 39 ns 8" 10% 12 15% 11* ret 10% 0% 11% 13% 5% g g g0 g
12 PEREZ e S AR e B e L € B B B RS B B o B ¢ O 1 POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER SPEED
13 SUTIL 28 T ret ret 13* 13% 5% 0% T 13* ret 9 lo™ 10* 20" 14" o+ 1 RAIKKONEN 21.419s | GUTIERREZ 200.0
14 RICCIARDO 19 ret 8™ T 1&% J0™ ret 15" 8% [2% I3™ 0™ ™ ret 9% 3% 0™ ¢ PEREZ 2l.621s 2 HULKENBERG 199.9
15 VERGNE 13 12* 10* 11* ret ret 8% 6% ret ret 12%* [2* ret 14™ 18* [2% [3% J SUTIL 21 .662s J DI RESTA 198.7
16 GUTIERREZ I B S B o e S RS s S A I R e B B e e s S I 4 GUTIERREZ 21.6763 4 BUTTON 198.5
17 MALDONADO 1 ret ret 4% 11™ 14" ret l6™ 11™ 15%* lO* I7% Q4% ]t L3t [t [2w 5 VETTEL 21.686s 5 PEREZ 198.3
18 BOTTAS O I B B L I L B e S e SR Ul e B T el L B i B 1S e 588 i & GROSJEAN 21.724s & VERGNE 198.3
19 BIANCHI 0 15*% 13* |5* 19* 18" ret [7* 16" ret L6*™ lB*™ 19* |8* l6™ ret 18" 7 ROSBERG 21.728s 7 VETTEL 196.7
20 PIC 0 16™ 14% 6™ 1™ 1™ ret 18" 5™ 7™ 15 ret IV™ 19™ 4™ 18% ret B ALONSO 21.834s B8 WEBBER 196.4
21 VANDERGARDEO 18*™ I5* 18™ 21** ret I5% ret 18" 18" I4™ 1a™ 18* l6™ 15® ret ret 9 BUTTON 21.847s 9 SUTIL 196.1
2¢ CHILTON ) 17% g% |7% 200 JoB 4t jon (7t JQi JPh jO% Jih 3 jFRo]gne |t 10 HAMILTON 21.866s 10 MASSA 196.1

CONSTRUCTOR

P05 DRIVER

RED BULL

o)

5' STANDINGS

[#%]
[FS Ry

SPEED TRAP BY EACH CONSTRUCTOR

SPEED (MPH)

198

158

(GUTIERREZ) 200.0

182

(D1 RESTA) 198.7

(VERGNE) 188.3

[VETTEL) 196.7

(MASSA) 186.1

(BOTTAS) 195.1

(CHILTON) 194.5

2 MERCEDES 313 10 27 15 12 8 37 25 37 12 25 21 10 22
3 FERRARI 09 30 10 33 4 40 6 22 23 12 14 24 30 26 -

4 LOTUS 285 26 14 20 33 18 1 2 10 33 26 4 4 15

5 McLAREN 93 2 2 10 9 6 8 0 0 12 8 8 1 10 190

6 FORCEINDIA 68 10 O 4 12 6 12 7 8 0 0 2 0 |1 £ £ 2 2 =z § ,E
7 SAUBER 5 0 4 1 0 O O O 1 ! 0 0 0 2 12 114 0 E 3 g < = 2 5
8 TOROROSSO 32 ©0 1 6 0 1 4 8 4 0 0 1t 6 0 0 0 1

9 WILLIMS 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 I 0 0 0 0 0 0 FOR IN-DEPTH RESULTS cOX
I0MRRUSSIA. 0 © 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 €6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 : ’ M lra"
Il CATERWAM © ©0 ©0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 O O 0 0 0 O fnnx'EUtnspurt'cum
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ABU DHABI GP PREVIEW

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

FIRST CORNER OVERTAKING STATS

m Yas Marina has its fair share of cr
processional racing. However, last year's event pushed the track into

mid-table for passing manoeuvres, although many of these can be
accounted for by Sebastian Vettel's journey

---------------I

-

e : .
¢ [ [_ [_ from pitlane start to the podium.

' [

o O O . . O . . . .

i

] #
5 "
. i
] [ ]
The back end of the seasonis crammed with tracks that
have short runs from pole to Turn 1. At300m, Yas
Marina's is no exception. Last year, the brief drag to the
third-gear, 130kp/h first corner generated an in-house
Force India altercation between Nico Hulkenberg and

Faul di Restathatended the German'srace.

itics, who say that the circuit delivers

- -y
s ®

l el

It's flat out for 59 per cent of an Abu Dhabi
lap — or just shy of aminute - putting the
circuit mid-table for throttle demand.

LI lallalls]

YAS MARINA =1
Pitlane length 357m rry | ey

At 357m, the pitlane is one of
the shortest of the year, but the

Length rank 16th longest
Pitlane loss 19 seconds

time lost traversing it is still

around average because of the iy, [
slow underground exit to Turn 3. MELBOURNE

SILYERSTONE

The safety car has made three appearances in four races at Abu Dhabi, giving an average
intervention probability of 0.8 safety cars per race. That puts the circuitin eighth place in the
safety carleague table.

IIIlll'll'l'lllll’lllllnlllllllr'l'llllfl'll'l'll'lll’lll

It requires 2.8kg of fuel to complete alap of the track, or just over
halt a kilo of fuel per kilometre, which is one of the highest fuel
consumption figures per lap encountered all season. The fuel

USA/INDIA SINGAPORE penalty is also high —at 0.4s per lap per 10kg carried.

Py YAS MARINA MONTHLY AVERAGES
— Circuit Length 3.451 miles Daily sunshine 9.6hrs

At 68 gear changes Race Laps 55 Rainfall 0.3mm

per lap, only Monaco Race Distance 189.805 miles Min temp 18.0C

demands more work Lap Record Sebastian Vettel, 1m40.279s (2009) / Max temp 30.1C

in the cockpit from Corners 21 (12 Left, 9 Right) S0 4

the drivers. Circuit Direction Anti-clockwise | | Unsurprisingly, Abu Dhabiis classitied as having a hot

Corners <62mph

5| | desertclimate, which accounts forthe scheduling of

Corners >155mph

4| | thegrand prixin November,a few months after air

temperatures have peaked.

COMPLETE COVERAGE OF THE ENTIRE RACE WEEKEND ON SKY SPORTS £ HD

THURSDAY FRIDAY 1245 sky sports F1~ SATURDAY SUNDAY ALL WEEK

1100 Sky Sports F1 0615 Sky Sports F1 LIVE Free Practice 2 0945 Sky Sports F1 0910 Sky Sports F1 Classic races from the

LIVE Drivers' Press LIVE GP2 Practice 1700 Sky Sports F1 LIVE Free Practice 3 LIVE GP2 Sprint race Abu Dhabi GP will be

Conference 0845 Sky Sports F1 LIVE The F1 Show 1200 Sky Sports F1 1130 Sky Sports F1 played throughout
LIVE Free Practice 1 LIVE Qualifying LIVE Abu Dhabi GP this week.
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ABU DHABI GP PREVIEW

100% ;

GRAND PRIX SUPERGRID

AUTOSPORTs technical correspondent Gary
Anderson has compiled this index, created by taking
each driver’s percentage deficitio the outright pace so
far this year. The graphic shows each driver's average
over the 16 races run so farin 2013 compared with the
theoretical absolute pace, whichis expressed as 100.
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Kimi Raikkonen has reasserted himself as the leader of the
Lotus team, leapfrogging back above Romain Grosjean
thanks to the latter’s failure to getbeyond (1 last time out
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Sergio Perez's best ®
= weekend for McLaren (he o
A started ninth and finished _ P
- fifthin India) has trimmed Nico Hulkenberg's o
E his gap to Adrian Sutil recent stellarrun of =
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Max Chilton has reduced his
season average still further,
butthe Britis stilla way off
team-mate Jules Bianchi
and Caterham duo Charles
Picand Giedovan der Garde.

Pic (Caterham) 104,111
Bianchi (Marussia) 104 255
Van der Gande (Caterham) 104,825
Chilton (Marussia)

Watch the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix live only on Sky Sports F1 HD - go to sky.com/F1 or call 0844 2410826
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ABU DHABI GP PREVIEW

e searcn for correlation

Translating results taken from simulators, windtunnels and real-world testing into a successful F1

design is a tricky process requiring all the factors to be brought together into a cohesive whole

ith attention turning
more and more to
development work for
2014, one of the key
weapons in any team’s armoury is
good correlation between the
windtunnel, CFD and the real world.
However, as Williams chief technical
officer Pat Symonds warns,
“correlation is atotally misunderstood
word"”— one thrown around to refer
to amultitude of problems.

The most high-profile team that

32 AUTOSPORT.COM OCTOBER 31 2013

hastalked of struggling with
correlation of late is Ferrari. Its
refitted Maranello windtunnel is
reopening, having beenupdated to
ensure a far better strike rate in
terms of how parts perform on track
when they run for the first time.
First and foremost, correlationis
not something you either have or do
not have. It’s talked about asif it is
some magic switch that flicks on and
ensures everything you try works
out. It’s not that simple. What’s

‘Correlation is talked about
as if its a magic switch
that flicks on and ensures
averything you try works

more, correlation lies not only in the
quality of the tools at your disposal,
but also in the way you utilise them
and the way vou look at the results.
“All of vour development tools, the
windtunnel, CFD and more recently
the simulators, are there to create
amodel tounderstand how the car
is behaving inthe real world,”
explains AUTOSPORT s technical
correspondent Garv Anderson.
“What you want is good
correlation between those,
straightline testing and the track.
“Youwill never get 100 per cent
correlation. What mattersis the
offset, the error bars, in the really
critical stuff. When vou look at a car
going around the track, it is going
through a vast range of different
states. In the windtunnel, yvou put
the car at a set rideheight and work

on, for example, the front wing. But
you can’t simulate the frequency of
the movement of the front wing as
the car goes over kerbs.

“So, for good correlation, vouneed
tounderstand what kind of margin
you need to leave. If you have a front
wing that produces‘x’amount of
downforce in the tunnel, but suffers
from airflow separation when it
vibrates, so vou only get it a small
amount of the time; that’s no good.”

Therealityis that‘correlation’is
a word that reflects amultitude of
factors. The quality of the tools,
the understanding of the limitation
of models, the way the datais
interpreted, whether the targets set
by atechnical team are correct, the
attitude of the car on track, the way
the aerodynamic structures on the
car interact — you get the idea.

Ferrari has revamped its windtunnel in an attempt to get better aero results




THE CIRCUIT BRIEF

ABU DHABI GP PREVIEW

Kimi Raikkonen
2012 Abu Dhabi
GP winner

The track layout makes it really
challenging for overtaking, because
there are not too many places to
pass. As a result, you really have

to quality well to be at the top, and
to get a strong result from there.

There are many corners,
and you need good overall
downforce and grip. The car has
to ride the kerbs very well, too.

Having an evening race, with
a mixture of day and night
racing, makes this circuit a
different test from those we
visit anywhere else, We start
with the sun and finish with the

lights. It's different, interesting
and spectacular, too.

Abu Dhabi race 3y
runs day and night

DRS Zone 2|

THE STORY OF 2012 || PASSING SPOT

BEST CORNER

Kimi Raikkonen claimed his
first win since returning to
F1 after two years out in
rallying. The Finn inherited
the lead when Lewis
Hamilton retired, but was
pressured all the way by
Femando Alonso. Behind
was chaos, much of it
triggered by Sergio Perez

TURN 11 — Sebastian Vettel started
Approach 194mph  Braking distance 12m  from the pitlane after being
Apex S6mph Hmk!ng time 231 excluded from qualifying
Gear 2 Braking force 3830  and charged up to third.

TURN 1 _ |
Approach 177mph
Apex 102mph
Gear 3
Braking distance 59m
Braking time 0.98s
Braking force 5.08g
DRS Detection 2 DRS Zone 1| |DRS Detection 1

TURN 8

Approach 198mph
Apex 38mph
Gear 2
Braking distance 130m
Braking time 3.085
Braking force 5.980

DUNBARLAT
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COMPARING GERMANY'S GREATEST

Vettel celebrates

his fourth title
after Indian GP

the previous decade? EDD STRAW investigates

ebastian Vettel’s four world

championships place him

among the greatest drivers
in the history of grand prix racing.
But his critics have suggested that
he has it easy thanks to a car
advantage. While Red Bull has
certainly been the team of choice
for the past four seasons, the
evidence suggests it has not been as
easy for Vettel as many portray.

Jenson Button is uniquely placed

to judge Vettel's supremacy relative
to that enjoyed by Michael
Schumacher and Ferrari in the early
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K Schumacher had
as much competition as

- Jenson Button

How does Sebastian Vettel’s era of domination compare to Michael Schumacher’s in

vears of the 21st century. He is the
only man to have been on the grid
throughout Schumacher’s five
Ferrari titles and Vettel’s four. He
also knows what it takes to win
the world championship.

“Tt’s very different,” the 2004 title
winner told AUTOSPORT. “I don’t
think Schumacher had as much
competition in terms of teams. In
the last few races, Red Bull and
Sebastian have completely
dominated. But that hasn’t always
been the case. There have been
quite a few winners this year. One

AT
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vear [2004] Michael won
13 races. Sebastian can get
close to that but he’s had more
competition. It hasn’t been easy.
“Some of the time [during the
Schumacher era] we had the
second-quickest car and we were a
second slower than the Ferraris. [
was leading one race, we thought it
was an easy win and then the
Ferraris put their pace in and were
over a second clear! Nobody saw
that until they started to push. It’s a
lot closer these days and it’s more
difficult to win a championship.”




DEBRIEF
TITLE-WINNING MARGINS || RACE-WINNING MARGINS

Vettel's title wins have all come with F1's Vettel's most dominant season, 2011, isstill = The average winning margins of the two winning margins are growing as time goes
new points system, so the only way to some way short of Schumacher's huge '02 drivers are surprisingly similar. Schumachers  on. That said, this is an untrustworthy
compare to Schumacher is to look at the advantage. He also claimed two narrow title = overall average was 8.905s and Vettel's statistic as safety cars, incidents and
percentage advantage over second place. victories, to the one of Schumacher ('03). 8.450s. But Vettel's figures suggest that his  dnvers cruising to victory distort the figures.

SCHUMACHER SCHUMACHER
2000 I 21.5% (Hakkinen 2000
200 N :2.5% (Couithard)
2002 2002
2009 ] 2% (Raikikonen) 2003
200+ T v

2004 [N 29.9% (Barrichello)

8.206s
2 3 i & bs 18 8 s 10s 115

PERCENTAGE 25% 0% 194 10084 SECONDS
VETTEL VETTEL
2010 ] 1.6% (Alonso) ot0 )
2011 | 57.9% (Button) 2011
2012 | 1.1% (Alonso) 2012
2013 55.5% (Alonso) 2013 10.571s
PERCENTAGE 258 0% [l 100%4 SECONDS % % ds % Bs Ts 85 O 105 113

Who was more dominant? Schumacher Who was more dominant? Schumacher

#2 CHAMPIONSHIP POSITION

While Rubens Bamchello twice
finished second in the championship to
Schumacher, Mark Webber has never

BARRICHELLO

QUALIFYING ADVANTAGE

managed to claim the runner-up spot. This
is despite going into the 2010 season
finale ahead of Vettel on points.

the caveat that during the Schumacher era,
fuel loads distorted the qualifying order.

Below, however, is the average margin over
their nearest nval: Schumacher just edges it.

Vettel has clamed 51.3 per cent of pole
positions from 2010-13, a superior rate to
that of Schumacher, who took 41.0 per
cent from 2000-04. To this must be added

SCHUMACHER
2001
ETTEL 2002
=
SECONDS 01s 0% o] 20
: POSITION  Bth fith ith rd 2nd st
Who was more dominant? Schumacher
2010
2011
Schumacher and Vettel have had only one gained sympathy as number two players,
team-mate during the periods in question. scornng nine and seven wins respectively s _
Both Rubens Barrichello and Mark Webber  while their team-mates racked up titles. 2013 _
POSITION (it Sth 4th 3rd 2nd 15t
FERRARI : :
Who was more dominant? Ferrari
DN 27.1% (23 in 85 races)
RED BULL

CONCLUSION

13.5% (10 in 74 races)
PERCENTAGE il S0P 9%

1004

Who was more dominant? Ferrari

WINS PER SEASON

per cent. Vettel, by comparnison, has
won 31 of the past 74 grands prix, a
rate of 41.9 per cent.

Schumacher’s victory rate is higher
than Vettel's. He claimed 48 victories in
85 starts from 2000-04, a rate of 56.4

SCHUMACHER

56.4%

=,
)
m
-

41.9%
PERCENTAGE Fhi gl A i

Who was more dominant? Schumacher

100%

The numbers largely support
Button's suggestion that Vettel
certainly does not have it easy.
That's not to say that Schumacher
did, but the supremacy of Ferrari
was greater than that of Red Bull.

Perhaps the key reason for this
is tyres. While Ferrari had the
advantage of bespoke tyre support
from Bridgestone, Vettel has had to
win his titles on one-make tyres,
with Bridgestone rubber in 2010
and Pirelli subsequently. During the
Pirelli era in particular, the fragility
of the tyres has often shrouded
the outright pace of Red Bull.

It's likely that without that
limiting factor, Vettel's figures might

have been even more impressive.
The bottom line is that statistical
comparisons across eras can
only go so far. Both Vettel and
Schumacher are considered
all-time greats not only because of
their statistics, but because of their
ability to ram home an advantage.
After all, if it was that easy,
Barrichello and Webber would
surely have world championships
of their own rather than just nine
and seven wins respectively from
the seasons when their illustrious
team-mates dominated.

Thanks to Joao Paulo Cunha
of www.forix.com for his data.
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SHOGK F1 GRADUATION EXPLAINED

\Why Red Bull chose

Kvyat for [oro Rosso

Many doubt that Daniil Kvyat is ready to race in F1. But those who made the
decision believe he has what it takes to face the challenge. By EDD STRAW
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hen Red Bull revealed
that Russian Daniil Kvyat
will race for Scuderia

Toro Rosso next season, there was
widespread surprise. While Kvyat
has had a strong vear and goes into
this weekend’s GP3 finale arguably
as favourite for the title, many
questioned whether he was too
young to make the stride from GP3/
Formula 3 level to Formula 1. It is an
unprecedented step for Red Bull,
which has traditionally blooded
its junior drivers with at least
part-seasons in the Formula
Renault 3.5 series, GP2 or F3oo00.
The fear is that the 19-year-old
will wilt under the pressure. But Red
Bull believes he won’t — not least
because his mental strength is one of
the main reasons junior programime
boss Helmut Marko cites for him
beating favourite Antonio Felix
da Costa and Carlos Sainz Jr to
the Toro Rosso seat. Kvyat’s
adaptability in dovetailing a GP3
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campaign with outings in the F3
European Championship also
made a strong impression.

“We sat with detailed information
about the performances of Sainz,
da Costa and Kvyat,” Marko told
AUTOSPORT. “All three had
problems with their team or their car
[this year] and at the beginning it
was mainly on the car of Kvyat. But
it didn’t affect him [mentally] like
it did with da Costa. When he [da
Costa] had problems that weren’t his
fault, it influenced his driving, but
Kvyat kept going. In the middle of
the season, Kvvat’s performance
curve was going up dramatically.”

Now that the decision has been
made, Kvvat is pushing on with
preparations. He has only 22 laps of
F1 testing, for Toro Rosso at
Silverstone in June, under his belt,
but will complete the 300 kilometres
needed to apply for a superlicence
(on the basis of the prescribed
‘outstanding’ single-seater record)

in a 2011 car. The plan is for him to
drive during Friday practice in the
final two races of this season. It is
a tight schedule, but this year’s
running will be a big help and, with
drivers pre-season set to complete
2000-2500km of testing, there is
enough time for him to get ready.

“He is quick, very quick on the
simulator and is mentally and
physically good,” says Marko.

“He’s not quite where he should be
physically, but he has two months
over the winter. He will have another
3ookm of testing and if he gets the
superlicence, which it looks like he
will, then he will be Friday driver in
Austin and Brazil. Then he has all

of the winter tests and has already
done more than 150 races.”

The step up from GP3/F3 level to
F1is a big one. But it is far from
unprecedented. Valtteri Bottas had
no experience of GP2 or Formula
Renault 3.5, but he has had a strong
rookie year in a difficult-to-drive

MARKO: "We sat with
detalled information about
the performances of da
Costa, Sainz and Kvyat
He is quick, very quick

RENAULT




Williams. While the Finn accepts
that the step up is a difficult one
— especially as Kvvyat will not have
the same full season of Friday
driving as he had — he does not
believe it to be too big a step.

“It’s never easy for a rookie,” said
Bottas. “In the first season you are
competing against guys who have a
lot of experience and, whether you
have had Fridays or not, it’s not
going to be easy. But Fridays
definitely helped me a lot.

“The step from GP3 to F1 was the
biggest one in my career. There is a
lot to learn. Everything happens so
much quicker in F1, although now
the GP3 cars have a bit more power
so maybe that helps. But any driver
who deserves an F1 seat should have
no problem getting used to the cars.

Then there is the question of
Red Bull's patience, While it has a
reputation for discarding talent, in
F1 it has generally shown patience
for inexperienced drivers. Marko

says that Kvyat’s seat is for the
“medium-term” — perhaps for the
next three years — which should
give plenty of time to adapt.

“It’s a big challenge for him,” said
Daniel Ricciardo, whose move to
Red Bull to replace sportscar-bound
Mark Webber opened up the vacancy
at Toro Rosso that Kvyat has
been selected to fill.

Kvyat has 22 laps

-

P38 KVYAT INTERVIEW

“But in Formula Renault [2.0] and
GP3 he has always progressed well as
the season goes on. He learns — he is
not a guy that gets to a point and
stays there. He is always improving
so he has to keep that approach.

“While age is not is in his favour,
he will have time to grow. Red Bull
will be sensible with that and
give him the time.”

DEBRIEF

STALEY/LAT

TREVOR CARLIN
KVYAT'S F3 TEAM BOSS

How good is Daniil Kvyat?

It's hard to say. Naturally he has a
massive turn of pace, and always
has had from what I've seen — and
I've been watching him closely
since he started doing Formula
Renault 2.0 in 2011. He was
always massively quick and races
very well. This year he rocked up
in F3 with no testing and whacked
it on pole on his first weekend in
F3. He's got masses of speed.

Is his late-season GP3 form
partly a result of what he

has learned this year in F3?
Absolutely. It's given him a little
bit more focus. Look at all the top
GP3 guys; apart from Regalia,
they've either all got masses of
amounts of GP3 experience, or
they've done top-level F3.

Is he ready for F1?

From a pure, natural talent point
of view, he'll be able to get up

to speed very quickly in the car.
Where he’ll find it difficult is
dealing with all the engineers,

all the systems, the new car and
everything that goes with being an
F1 driver in terms of the demands
on your time and your life for PR
duties and that kind of thing. He's
ready from a driving point of view.

Would he be better served
staying on the junior ladder
for next year?

In a way I don’t think anybody’s
totally prepared for F1 because
it’s just so much of a step up from
anything else. If you're even a
GP2 driver, you do 11 rounds, have
no media responsibilities, you get
to the track on the Thursday nice
and relaxed, no long-haul travel
except for Singapore. You're only
dealing with 12 blokes in the
team. In that respect, it's no
different between a GP2 driver -
who nobody would claim

wasn’'t ready for F1 - and Dany.
Trevor Carlin was talking to
AUTOSPORT's Jamie O'leary
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RED BULL'S NEWEST F1 STAR

How does it feel to be given a
Formula 1 race seat with Toro
Rosso at the age of 19?

It feels great, but the important
thing is to not get carried away. You

have to keep vour feet on the ground.

Is the ecstasy reduced when
yvou think about the tough
task ahead of you?

No. Not really. I feel OK. I'm not
putting any pressure on myself
to do well, There’ll be lots of
things coming towards me now.
I've just got to take all these
things as they come.
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Are you ready for F1?

When a voung driver goes to
Formula 1 there’s always this kind
of talk — people saving vou're not
ready or you're too young. I have
no real problem with people saying
those things. I know I'm ready.

No worries there.

Red Bull’s Helmut Marko said
that aside from your speed, the
most impressive thing about vou
is your mental strength. Is he
right, and will this help as

yvou move into F1?

It’s really nice to hear him say that.

~ Kvyat fights =
for GP3 title

this weekend



———

He knows what he’s talking about

a lot more than I do. It’s really not
for me to judge. The people who are
working with me on the Red Bull
junior programme are the ones who
see that and judge that. From my
point of view, I just like to keep my
head down and stay focused on

the job I've got to do.

Are you a better driver as a result
of your programme in the Formula
3 European Championship this
year than you would have been if
vou had focused solelv on GP3?

I think so. Jumping out of a GP3 car

Kvyat has got
used to winning
in junior series

one week and into an F3 car the
next week is a big challenge and 1
think doing that has helped me on
the mental side as well as adapting
my driving to different challenges.
It’s hard to say exactly how it would
have gone if I'd just done GP3; this
is how it went and I'd say it’s gone
very well. I've won a race in F3 and I
am fighting for the championship in
GP3 so I think I can be pretty happy.

Are the revised F1 testing
regulations, which will mean a
total of 20 days of running next
vear, going to benefit vou

FERRARO/LAT

People are talking a lot about Daniil
and what he could do or not do. But
it's really good Red Bull has given
him the chance in F1 and everyone
should leave him alone to learn. It's
not going to be easy, but it makes no
sense to talk about whether he will
be good or not,

Of course it'll be tough, but | think
we have to let him work his way into
F1 and to leam. | faced a big challenge
coming to F1 from World Series by

DEBRIEF

Jean-Eric Vergne
Kvyat’s future F1 team-mate

Renault, 5o to come from F3 and GP3
will be tough, but who knows?

He is a good driver, and Red Bull
know what they're doing. They have
many tools to know how a driver
performs and if they put Daniil in it
means they think he is the best,

Antonio Felix da Costa and
Carlos Sainz Jr are really good as
well, so if they think he is the best
driver of those three that means
something quite big.

Antonio Felix da Costa will remain a
part of the Red Bull junior programme
despite being overlooked for a
promotion to Formula 1 for 2014,
The Portuguese driver was the
favourite to land the spot, but he was
informed of the decision just hours
before Kvyat's signing was revealed.
“It's not that we are split,” said Red
Bull junior supremao Helmut Marko.
“We are just working out what we can
do with him and looking for a drive
that does not clash with grands prix,
because we want him with Red Bull as
a simulator, test and show-car driver.
“It's not over, it's open. We are
warking on a programme for him. But
at this stage where the decision had
to be made, Kvyat was, from our point
of view, the better option.”
Da Costa admitted he was unhappy

WHAT NEXT FOR DA COSTA?

), Tough 2013 |
== proved

ROJENDAALSLAT

to have missed out on the F1 chance,
but he has not given up on making
the step in the future,

Ii|1

m sad and disappointed at not
being the one who was picked, but |
have to thank Red Bull," he said. "They
have given me opportunities to race
good cars, and helped get my name to
where it is now. What | have to make
sure now is that if there is a 0.01 per
cent chance of getting anything in F1
with Red Bull, then | am top of that list”

significantly as opposed to
rookies of the past three seasons?
Toro Rosso will let me know

what’s happening on that front, but
obviously more time in a Formula 1
car is better for a rookie.

Do you think the presence of a
Russian Grand Prix on next year’s
calendar was influential in you
being given the Toro Rosso seat?
No.

Do vou have any sympathy for
Antonio Felix da Costa — your
flatmate — after effectively

Quick and competitive Track Day Insurance

The first online "quote and buy" system solely for the frack day user, supplied by
established track day and motorsport insurance provider - Ryan Motorsport Insurance

@ Damage to your car on a track day, regardless of fault.

beating him to the drive?
He’s a good guy, but that’s life.

The Red Bull junior programme
exists to promote the most
talented drivers into F1 when
they're ready. You all live with or
near each other, train together,
often compete together... Does it
create an awkwardness when one
driver gets this kind of promotion
and another doesn’t?

It shouldn’t. We’re all part of

the same programme and we all
understand that we're fighting

for the same thing.

Q Vehicle recovery available for circuits in Great Britain.

& Any circuit in Europe, including Spa and Nurburgring Norschleife. & Organisers and Clubs - promotfional rates and discounts

@

Log on to

Inclusive cover for barrier damage at the Nordschleife.

V]

Storage and transit for vehicles and trailers

to obtain your online quote today.
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2014 INDY LIGHTS SCHEDULE

March 30 | Un | Streets of St. Petersburg
April 13 | Un | Streets of Long Beach
April 26 | Un | Barber Motorsports Park
April 27 | UN | Barber Motorsports Park
May 9 | U1 | Indianapolis Motor Speedway
May 10 | U1 | Indianapolis Motor Speedway
May 23 | =\ | Indianapolis Motor Speedway
July 6 | m\ | Pocono Raceway
July 20 | UN | Streets of Toronto
August 2 | U1 | Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course
August 3 | LN | Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course
August 17 = =\ | The Milwaukee Mile
August 23 | LN | Sonoma Raceway
~ August24 | U1 | Sonoma Raceway

Schedule subject to change. mN Oval UM Street/Road Course

FROM THE PALM tree-lined streets of St.
Petersburg, Fla., to the shorelines of Long
Beach, Calif., and the famed Indianapolis Motor
Speedway, the 2014 Indy Lights Presented by
Cooper Tires schedule promises an exciting
playing arena to showcase the rising stars of
the top rung of the Mazda Road to Indy ladder
system. A total of 14 races will culminate with
the crowning of a champion and a scholarship
package of nearly $1 million for the titleholder
to advance to the IndyCar Series in 2015.

| —

Highlights of the 2014 schedule include new
doubleheader rounds at all road course events
with a “sprint” race on Saturday of 40 minutes
and a feature” on Sunday of 60 minutes.

There is also a reduction in the number of
oval races — from five to three — but the
now traditional Freedom 100 race will remain
intact as Indy Lights drivers take center
stage at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway
on Carb Day, the final practice day for the
Indianapolis 500.

Indy Lights races will move from a Saturday
race date to a Sunday slate next season,
rewing up the crowds as the checkered
flag falls just prior to the start of IndyCar
Series main events. All races will feature
same-day coverage on the NBC Sports
Network with international rights held by
ESPN International.

The mix of three street circuit, four road course
and three oval events ensures the proper
blend of tracks to provide the necessary
training for Indy Lights drivers as they prepare
to advance to the IndyCar Series. Three of the
top-five finishers in this year's Indianapolis
500 were from the Indy Lights ranks — winner
Tony Kanaan (the 1997 Indy Lights champion),
runner-up Carlos Mufioz [a third-place finisher
in this year’s Indy Lights championship), and
fourth-place finisher Marco Andretti (a 2005
Indy Lights graduate).

Sage Karam, 18, is proof that the ladder
system works. After claiming the 2010
USF2000 crown, Karam completed two years



of Pro Mazda competition — finishing third in
the title chase last year — before advancing
to Indy Lights where he recently captured the
championship title after besting teammate
Gabby Chaves in a thrilling title fight that
came down to the wire in the season finale.
He will use his prize and awards package of up
to $1 million to aid his ascent to the IndyCar
Series next year.

Unique, unparalleled and successful, the
Mazda Road to Indy program has caught the
attention of drivers from every corner of the
globe, leading many to focus their careers
on America with the IndyCar Series and
Indianapolis 500 as their ultimate goals. With

Andersen Promotions now at the helm as promoter
of the series, advances are being seen across the
board — including an updated car for 2014 and a
new chassis debuting in 2015.

The new Indy Lights series is ticking all the
boxes for up-and-coming drivers — a high-tech
equipment package to develop and showcase their
skills; competition and a level playing field; high
profile events; a television package; a proper prize
money program and the opportunity to advance;
a cost-effective series to enter and a marketable
series to sell to sponsors; and a series that
activates and promotes as does its partners.

“This is the reason | came to the U.S.A.," said

Tristan Vautier, 2013 IndyCar Series Rookie of
the Year/2012 Indy Lights Champion/2011 Pro
Mazda Champion, after winning the Indy Lights
title last season. | knew if | could accomplish
this first objective to win Pro Mazda, Id get
my chance in Indy Lights and now | have a
scholarship to IndyCar. It's a young but amazing
program that you don't find anywhere else.”

To find out more on the series and the Mazda
Road to Indy, visit www.indylights.com.

For additional information, please contact:
Jason Penix, Director, Development Series
INDYCAR/Andersen Promotions

jpenix[dindycar.com



Rally of &

Spain

Salou (E), October 25-27
World Rally Championship
Round 12/13

RESULTS
15 STAGES, 221.16 MILES
1 SEBASTIEN OGIER (F)JULIEN INGRASSIA (F)

VW Motorsport Volkswagen Polo R WRC #8 3h33m21.2s
2 JARI-MATTI LATVALA (FIN)/MITKKA ANTTILA (FIN)

YW Motarsport Volkswagen Polo R WRC #1 +32.9s
3 MIKKO HIRVONEN (FIN)JARMO LEHTINEN (FIN)

Citroen Total Abu Dhabi Gitroen D33 WRC #2 +1m13.7s
4 THIERRY NEUVILLE (B)YNICOLAS GILSOUL (B)

Qatar WRT (M-Sport) Ford Fiesta RS WRC #11 +1m33.9s
5 EVGENY NOVIKOV (RUS)/ILKA MINOR (A)

Qatar M-Sport WRT Ford Fiesta RS WRC #5 +2m01.0s
6 MADS OSTBERG (N)/JONAS ANDERSSON (S)

Qatar M-Sport WRT Ford Fiesta RS WRC #4 +2m26.0s
7 MARTIN PROKOP (CZ)YMICHAEL ERNST (CZ)

Jipocar Czech National Team M-Sport Ford Fiesta RS WRE #21 +4m55.8s
8 HAYDEN PADDON (NZ)/JOHN KENNARD (NZ)

Qatar M-Sport WRT Ford Fiesta RS WRC #22 +6m55.7s
9 ROBERT KUBICA (PL)/MACIEK BARAN (FL)

PH Sport Citreen 053 RRG #74 +11m14.1s
10 ABDULAZIZ AL-KUWARI (QAT)/KILLIAN DUFFY (IRL)

Seashore Qatar Rally Team Ford Fiesta WRC #23 +13m26.1s

OTHERS
11 KHALED AL-GASSIMI (GB)/SCOTT MARTIN (GB)
Mbu Dhabi Gitroen Total Gitroen D53 WRC #10 +13m30.5s
R ANDREAS MIKKELSEN (N}YMIKKO MARKKULA (FIN)
VW Matorsport Volkswagen Polo R WRC #8 SS514-acc damage
R DANI SORDO (E)YCARLOS DEL BARRICO (E)
Gitroem Tatal Abu Ohabi Gitroen D83 WAC #3 S513-accident
R ELFYN EVANS (GB)/DANIEL BARRITT {(GB)
Datar M-Sport WRT Ford Fiesta RS #75 5511-accident
R NASSER AL-ATTIYAH (Q)/GIOVANNI BERNACCHINI (1)
(atar WRT (M-Sport) Ford Fiesta RS WRC #6 SS58-accident

DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP

DGIER 265 6 DSTBERG 89
NEUVILLE 158 7 LDEB 68
LATVALA 144 8 NOVIKOV 67
HIRVONEN 126 9 PROKDP 55
SORDD 117 10 MIKKELSEN 40

MANUFACTURERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP

1 VW MOTORSPORT 382 4 (ATAR WORLD RALLY 169

N o L3 b =k

2 CITRDEN TOTAL 274 5 ABU DHABI CITRDEN 63
3 [ATAR M-SPORT 174 6 JIPOCAR CZECH NATIONAL &7
558 COLLDEJDU 2 (16.45 miles)

STAGE TIMES oy
S51 UERDL (1321 miles) Leader: Latvala
Fastest; Ogier 11mZ3.62 550 SALOU (139 miles)
Leadder: Opier Fastest: Latvala 2m363s
552 EL MONTMELL (1500 miles) Lisadder: Latveal
Fastest: Opier 12ma0.4s 5510 GANDESA 1 {434 miles)
Leader: Opier Fastest; Midkelsen dm31 [
553 RIUDECANYES 1 (10,15 milas) Leadder; Latvata
Fastest: Opier 10m35.95 5511 PESELLS 1 (1652 miles)
Leader: Opier Fastest: Mikdkelsen 15m309s
554 RIUDECANYES 2 (1015 miles) Leader: Latvala
Fastest: Somio/Latvala 10m26.2s S512 TERRA ALTA 1 (2217 miles)
Leader: Opier Fastest: Opier ZIm34.3s
555 EL PRIDRAT 1 (2612 miles) Leader: Latvala
Fastest: Sondo 23m2245 $513 GANDESA 2 (.34 miles)
Leader: Opier Fastest: Opier 4m25.15
SS56 COLLDEJOU 1 (1645 miles) Leader: Latvala
Fastest: Latvala 15m35.0s 5514 PESELLS 2 (16.52 miles)
Leader: Latvala/Sarda Fastest: Opier 14m59.6s

557 EL PRIDRAT 2 (2612 miles) Leader; Ogier

Fastest: Ogier 23m35.4s 5515 TERRA ALTA 2 (2217 miles)
L pader: Latvala Fastest: Ogler 23m 1168

Leadder: (ier

Rally rowte This year's mule underwent significant change, with the opening leg of stages nol starting
mntil 20:00, Folkewing another spectacalar start sutside Barcelona cathedral, three stages ran (nto the
darkmess, Day two was similar to last year, a5 was Sunday’s gravel mileage - the only difference being
that it ram on the fisal rather than the first day.

FOR IN-DEPTH RESULTS <5
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The new champion makes a stunn!ng recovery to take victory and
hand hIS Volkswagen team the manufacturers’ tltle. By DAVID EUANS
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THE ORGANISERS OF THE RALLY OF SPAIN FEARED
the event would be rermembered for the retuin of
drivers slowing down and taking a tactical route
to victory. How wrong could they have been? The
event will instead go down in history as one of
the best fightbacks the sport has ever witnessed.
Sebastien Ogier was on another level on the final
day’s gravel roads of Tarragona. He celebrated his
win, made slightly easier by a late transmission
problem for team-mate Jari-Matti Latvala, and
Volkswagen celebrated its title. Quite a first
season for the Frenchman and his German team.

N (38.37miles)

Clear and dry - ambient temperature range on stages 18-220
Between the start outside Gaudi’s greatest work
— Barcelona’s cathedral — and a late supper in
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Salou, Ogier was untouchable. He won three from
three stages to turn his spotlights off for the final

time with an 8.8-second lead.
“] wanted to have some fun on this rally, and

the best way to have fun is to push,” said the leader.

“The feeling is not quite right, but we will work
on this tomorrow.”

Local hero Dani Sordo slotted straight into
second place, dropping 3s to Ogier in S51 and a

further 0.6s on the next test. Running further back
on the road, his split times showed the loss of 65 in

the last sector of the night.

“We slowed near the finish,” he said. “This rally

is complicated and we wanted to be behind the

VWs for tomorrow and Sunday’s gravel stages.”
Sordo was now 12.6s off the leader, and would

have his work cut out to take that time back

[\ Snrdn was brilliant
‘ on asphalt stages
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through day two, only to potentially give it all away
again on Saturday night.

Latvala was happy enough with his evening’s
work. His only gripe was a very serious one,
however, after a rock was thrown at the screen
of his Polo R WRC on the opening stage.

“I saw it coming at me,” he said.“] was scared,

I thought it would come in the car. I don’t like that
kind of thing.”

The Finn was quick to add, though, that the rock
wasn’t the reason for the 8s separating him from
his leading team-mate. There was more a more
fundamental factor...

“He must have eaten more carrots than me!”
laughed Latvala.

Funnily enough, carrots were on the menu at
M-Sport on Friday night (along with some lovely
roast beef), but the drivers had left before it was
served. Which was a shame. Not least for Mads
Ostberg, who was back in glasses again in his
efforts to see the best way forward. He ended the
day a disgruntled eighth, while team-mate Thierrvy
MNeuville was an equally unhappy fourth, 19.1s
dowm on the leader.

Sitting waiting to go into service on Friday night,
the Belgian spoke to his engineer. Words weren’t
necessary as the lead Fiesta driver crossed his arms
with some imaginary lock, then turned them
further. And further. Understeer.

“I am sliding all over the place,” was his rather
terse explanation.

Citroen’s Mikko Hirvonen was in fifth place,
struggling to find his rhythm, with VW’s Andreas
Mikkelsen sixth and Evgeny Novikov seventh — an
incredible 39s ahead of Ostberg. Havden Paddon
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Ogier clawed his way
back on gravel stages
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made a fine Fiesta RS WRC debut, and was just 1.3s
down on Ostberg in ninth.

POSITIONS AFTER DAY ONE

1 Ogier/Ingrassia 34m39.9s
2 Latvala/Anttila +8.85
3 Sordo/Del Barrio +12.68
4 Newville/ Gilsoul +19.15
3 Hirvonen/Lehtinen +27.35
6 Mikkelsen/Markkula +27.85

(96.70 miles)

Sunnyfovercast - ambient temperature range on stages 20-26C
Ogier’s plan to win from the front took a small

knock on the opening Saturday stage, where he
was beaten for the first time. He admitted he’d
overslept into the weekend, but there was nothing
wrong with the Volkswagen’s set-up. Joint fastest
time from fellow Polo driver Latvala underlined the
German machine’s speed in the daylight on the
Spanish stages.

Latwvala shared that time with Sordo, who
appeared to have brushed up on his psvchology.

“Tari-Matti’s time is very good,” said Sordo.“I'm
not sure I can catch him.”

Fastest time on the next test proved he could, as
he moved ahead of the Finn and into second place,
just 6.55 off the leader.

Sordo was on blistering form through the El
Priorat 26-miler, where half of Spain and all of
Catalunya rocked up at the famous hairpin just
outside El Molar to cheer him on.

Ogier explained away the time loss with talk of
his tyres starting to mowve around beneath him.
Usually the best driver in the field at getting the

LT Tr e T

best out his boots, there were those questioning
whether this was the start of a tactical approach
from the new champion.

Those doubts were erased when, waiting and
tightening his belts before the start of stage six,
he smiled.

“Honestly,” he said, “I'm really not afraid to open
the road tomorrow.”

Why would he be?

Ten miles into the morning’s final test, Ogier
blew the conspiracy theories wide open. A
front-left puncture cost him the best part of a
minute. He’d taken a cut and found a rock in there.

“Tt’s my tactic,” he said at the finish. Onlookers
did a double-take, Ogier raised his eyebrows.

He might have gone from first to sixth (46.8s off
the front), but he wasn’t done vet.

“I'm no giving up on the chance to win this race,”
he said ominously.

Qut at the front, Latvala and Sordo shared the
lead of the rally over lunch.

The afternoon was shorter without the run
through Riudecanyes — replaced instead by a
crowd-pleaser in the centre of Salou. The event
stewards had voted to decide the running order on
the stage before the run through the streets, for
fear of the cars slowing down ahead of what would
be big crowds on the seafront.

So it wasn’t unreasonable to think that tactics
could be coming into play on El Priorat 2, straight
out of service, Whatever happened, Sordo didn’t
want to be taking a chunk of time out of Latvala.

He dropped a tenth of a second... and then
vehemently denied he’d been tracing JM-L’s splits
for the past 23 minutes and 26 miles.

“I don't have his split,” he said at the stage finish.
Questioned again about the likelihood of finishing
the second run at the week’s longest test split by
the smallest possible margin, he added: “I swear on
my mother!”

Latvala would push as hard as anybody through
SS8. Not only could he do nothing about the
Sordo’s tactics, but he also needed to outscore
Neuville to help close the gap on second in the
championship standings.

In the end, the leader lost out all round as the
Belgian went fastest, Latvala himself was third and
Sordo slowed down. The Volkswagen man would
take a 1.6s advantage from Sordo into the final day.

“OK, so it is like this,” said Latvala
philosophically. “I should have pushed harder in
there — I needed those points. For the win, mavbe
we need some help from the weather. But if there is
no moisture in the morning and no dust, then we
can’t win this rally”

With the tactics done, the crews arrived at the
day’s final test — a dash down the promenade just
before sundown. Latvala was fastest. Every second
counted now as the finish moved into sight, »
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P Sordo was upbeat, but still well aware that

he had to beat Latvala through a day on gravel —
something he hadn’t done all vear. Something, in
fact, he hadn’t come close to doing all year. Now
more than ever, the Rally Germany winner needed
to carry over his asphalt-sourced confidence and
find the feeling for the loose.

Neuville was almost half a minute down on
second place and 13s up on Ogier, with Hirvonen
just a second behind him and Evgeny Novikov’s
Fiesta six down on the DS3 WRC.

POSITIONS AFTER DAY TWO

1 Latvala/Anttila 2m06.08.9s
2 Sordo/Del Barrio +1.68
3 Newville/Gilsoul +29.3s
4 Ogier/Ingrassia +46.55
5 Hirvonen/Lehtinen +57.85
6 Novikov/Minor +57.9s

(86.08 miles)

Sunny - ambient temperature range on stages 22-280

Latvala took off his glasses and polished them
thoughtfully. The weather wasn’t playving ball.
Placing his glasses back on his head, he peered
into the moming darkness. 5till no clouds.
And already the temperature was nearing 20
degrees Celsius.

These conditions likely brought Neuville and
probably even Ogier into play.

Sordo’s hopes of a victory were extinguished
early as he dropped 9.2s to the fastest time in
just over four miles. The Spaniard held on to
second until lunchtime, but it looked only a
matter of time before he dropped down to the
bottom step of the podium.

Ogier got past Neuville for third in 5511 —
despite another puncture near the end of the
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previous stage. The Belgian’s miserable, traction-
free morning was completed when Hirvonen also
got by in the same stage.

By lunch, Ogier was breathing down Sordo’s
neck, just 2.9s behind and only a further 11.5s adrift
of rally leader Latvala. No wonder he was smiling
when he got back to service.

“It’s been a good morming,” he said. “But not
completely without problem. We have the dust —
especially in the second stage. It is terrible, where
we are looking into the sun as well.”

At the front, Latvala was cautious, nervy even.

“I think the road will be cleaner this afternoon,”
he said. “But I can’t do magic tricks.”

The Volkswagen driver admitted he was a little
surprised at the 16.4s Ogier had lifted out of him in
SS14.“I got one split, and I was plus four to him,”
he said. “The next one I got, I was 15 down!”

The momentum was 100 per cent with Ogier as
the cars headed to the hills for one last loop. He
put it to good use in a simply stunning display of
loose-surface skill. A second per mile quicker than
Sordo in S513, Ogier celebrated his 100th stage win
of the season by elbowing the DS3 driver aside. He
then fixed his stare on the only thing standing
between him and victory. Half an hour later, and he
was leading by 1.5s.

Latvala was not himself. The Finnish-flagged
VW arrived at the stage end with flames licking
through the air vent in the bonnet. The marshals
tended to that, but Jari-Matti kept his door firmly
shut. He had nothing to say. The fire was caused
by a loose connection on a fuel hose — a problem
that was sorted on the next road section. Sordo
retired with suspension damage on the penultimate
stage. He was very much an extra by then.

Away from the flames, there was a more sinister
problem developing for Latvala. The front
differential was failing and only delivering drive to
both fronts intermittently.

The super-confident Frenchman thundered
through the stage to win by 32.9s. Latvala was,
every now and then at one wheel, quite literally
powerless to stop him. He might have had a gun for
what looked like a day-long knife fight, but when
he pulled the trigger, he was out of ammo.

Hirvonen was third after a stronger show on the
gravel. Neuville headed up a five-Fiesta train, which
ran from fourth to eighth, and included Novikov,
Ostberg, Martin Prokop and Paddon in that order.
World champion in WRC2 Robert Kubica was
ninth, while Abdulaziz Al-Kuwari took a top-10
finish on his first appearance in a World Rally Car
since the corresponding event last vear.,

With both titles now secure for Volkswagen,
Rally GB becomes an even straighter fight. Ogier
rides the crest of his wave into Wales, but there are
few more fired-up than Latvala.

Roll on Deeside. #

@davidevans.rally

TEN YEARS AGO LAST WEEK, THERE WAS A LOT
of head scratching going on. How had it happened? How
had Burnsie thrown away a perfectly good title lead?

Soon enaugh we'd know anly too well that Richard
Bums' head was the cause for concern. And the concern
went well beyond another world championship.

Last Saturday, October 26, marked a decade since
Bums drove a rally car competitively for the final time.
And, as would subsequently be the case with his life
itself, his career should never have come down to this.
The Marlboro red Peugeot 206 WRC, which had been
running an unspectacular sixth, now lay in a ditch at the
side of a spaking wet Viladrau stage.

A nothing accident had broken the steering. Burns
had pretty much got straight into his road car and gone
to his Barcelona apartment, leaving co-driver Robert
Reid to deal with the debrief. That was unheard of. So
was RB stopping to be sick between stages — a horrible
feature of the previous two rallies, and with hindsight a
shocking indicator of what lay ahead.

Fortunately, its much easier to remember the rest of
RB's 2003, when he and Reidy were top of the table.
Seven podiums from nine rallies brought a seemingly
unassailable and near season-long series lead.

The WRC lost out that Octaober day, but the real

tragedy was still to come.
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You plonker. If you
were going to have
a crash, | expected
a proper one!

What M-Sport d
team principal ’
Malcolm Wilson -

said to Elfyn

Evans following
his minor seafront

shunt in Spain
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Kublca seals malden world t|tle

ROBERT KUBICA CELEBRATED HIS FIRST EVER
world motorsport title in Spain last week — but immediately
warned against excessive expectation on his World Rally
Car debut at Rally GB in a fortnight.

The Polish star dominated the WRCZ2 category on the
Rally of Spain, but will now step up from a Citroen DS3
RRC to a WRC for his first shot at Britain's round of the
world championship.

Kubica said: "“We have to stay calm in GB, | know many
people would like to see me go very fast, but | think it will be
very difficult, It will be impossible for me to be on the pace,
or clase to the top five or six — otherwise, with the other
drivers’ experience, something will be wrong in the system.

"I am staying very calm. | don't think GB will make any
difference to my season, or to next year. This is a chance
for me to learn a new car and new stages. Normally, my
season would end in Spain, so | have to thank Citroen,

Abu Dhabi and my sponsor Lotos — they had to say yes
to this for me to have this opportunity.”

Kubica admitted he had never expected such success in
his first season in the sport, pointing out that his focus had
been elsewhere following the horrific crash that almost cost
him his life in February 2011

"It's a nice feeling to win," he said. “It's definitely a good
day for us. | repeatedly said from the beginning of the year
that | want experience because of my situation from the
accident in 201 1. Before the accident, | was working only
for the results. This was always the priority, but when you
have limits and you are nat healthy, your health becomes
100 per cent the priority — you can't do anything without it,

"However, its still nice to achieve in motorsport. Even on
the surface where | don't have the experience, the gravel, it
was good. Un the gravel, you need more input in the
steering. My arm is still not perfect, but it's enough to
perform well and drive safely, and at good speed”

Kubica is expected to test the Citroen D53 WRC for
the first ime in the week prior to the Deeside-based event,
which runs from Navember 14-17.

Ogier pays tribute to Edwards

SEBASTIEN OGIER DEDICATED HIS RALLY
of Spain victory — the one that landed Volkswagen its
manufacturers' championship — fo fellow Porsche racer
Sean Edwards, who died last month.

Ogier shared the same team as Edwards in Monaco
this year, and admitted the news of his death had left
him deeply shocked.

“This was a fantastic day,” said Ogier at the finish in
Spain. | am also really happy for the team because all
season they gave me a fantastic car. But | also realised
there are mare important things in life. Recently | lost a
very good friend, and | want 1o dedicate this victory to him,

‘| met Sean only a few times, but immediately the
connection was really good. He was really a fantastic
guy. | raced with him in Monaco, and it will ahwvays stay
in my memaory now. If's a fantastic memory. He just gave
me 50 many tips. Since this time, we have been in quite
close contact, always texting. We had planned to
celebrate together our victory this winter because he
was very close to getting the Porsche Supercup title,
He had a fantastic season. | only met him a few times,
but | feel so sad.”

Ogier wore a black armband throughout the event
in memory of Edwards.

Ogier wore black
armband all event

Derek Warwick had
works Subaru in '90

NO FRONTLINE BRITS IN RALLY GB
This year's Rally GB will be the first ime since 1990 that
no British driver has been in a factory-specification
frontline car capable of winning their home round of the
waorld championship.

AL-ATTIYAH HAS ‘HUGE’' SHUNT
Masser Al-Aftivah admitted his Rally of Spain crash was
the biggest of his WRC career. The Qatari driver rolled his
Ford Fiesta RS WRC over a wall and 40 metres down a
hillside on Saturday. “itll need some work before Rally GB,”
admitted team principal Malcolm Wilson.

HIRVONEN INTERESTS M-SPORT
M-Sport Ford boss Malcolm Wilson has spoken of how he
would welcome Mikko Hirvonen back to the Brtish team
should he return after two years at Citroen. "'d help him
pick his chin up off the floor” said Wilson, who ran the Finn
in Ford's works team from 2006-11.

SAINZ MAKES DAKAR SWITCH
Volkswagen test driver and special advisor Carlos Sainz
has left Nasser Al-Altiyah’s Qatar Red Bull-backed Dakar
team and will drive an SMG buggy in January’s South
American marathon. The Spanish star will retain Red Bull
support on the rally.

OSTBERG TO HAVE OPERATION
M-Sport Ford driver Mads Ostberg will undergo another
eye operation to correct a shigmatism that he says has
affected his performance throughout this season. The
Norwegian undenwent an operation on his left eye in
2009, but the issue has returned this year.

WRC TO REVEAL FUTURE PLANS
The WRC promoter will lay out its plans for the future of

the series at a meeting in Geneva today (Thursday).

An hour of live television coverage is on the agenda for
10 rounds of next years world championship, as well as
regulation changes meaning drivers run in championship
position for two days before the classification of lead
drivers is reversed on the final day.

LEMES WINS JWRC ROUND

Yeray Lemes collected his first Junior WRC win in Spain
last week, after recently crowned champion Pontus
Tidemand rolled out of the event on Saturday. Enrique
Garcia Ojeda won WRC3 in his Citroen,
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The new A-Class.
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Official government fuel consumption figures in mpg (litres per 100km) for new A-Class range: urban 32.1 (8.8) - 62.8 (4.5), extra
Urban 48;.? (5*8;‘ = B5J§l {33], EﬂmbinEd 40.? (ﬁig) T ?":LB (3.8}. COE EI'I"IiSSi'DT'IS: 161 e 98 g/km. Official ElU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposaes

and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. The new A-Class range starts from £20 370.00 on-the-road. Model featured is 8 new A 45 AMG AMATIC at £39.715.00 on-the-road featuring
oplional Intelligent Light System at £570.00, 19° AMG alloy wheels multi-spoke design painted black at £970.00 and brake callipers painted red at £330.00 (on-the-road price includes VAT, delivery, 12 months' Road Fund Licence, number plates

first registration fee and fuel). Some combinations of features /options may not be evailable. Please contact your Mercedes-Benz Retailer for availability. Prices correct al time of print 10/13.
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_ ROAD CAR ARMOURED VEHICLES HISTORIC
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Giving supreme control to race teams all over the world.
Radi-CAL™ only from AP Racing
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Experience, technology and innovation go into our
Radi-CAL™ caliper design, resulting in reduced weight,
increased strength, stiffness and improved cooling.
We apply this same approach to our whole product range
as we constantly explore new materials, techniques and
systems in our quest for continuous improvement and
race success. n n (l n c

Fit AP Racing brakes and clutches for ultimate performance.
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NASCAR SPRINT CUP MARTINSVILLE (USA),OCTOBER 27 RD 32/36

Gordon adds tonic to fight
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AFTER 500 LAPS OF BIFFING AND
bashing and almost relentless caution
periods on Martinsville’s half-mile
oval, Jetf Gordon took the chequered
flag for the first time this vear.

It ended an even longer barren
period for the four-time champion
around the Virginia ‘paperclip’ —
this was his first win there since
the autumn race of 200s.

It was hard-earned too.

For the majority of the race, title
rivals Jimmie Johnson and Matt
Kenseth traded blows at the front.

Following the final restart Kenseth
was on point, but his Joe Gibbs
Racing Toyota was vulnerable on
long runs. And as the race stayed
green to the end, so Kenseth started
to fall back into the clutches of the
charging Gordon, whose Hendrick
Motorsports Chevrolet got better

Biffle had damage
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as the runs increased in length.

Kenseth bravely defended his lead
as they swept through the lapped
tratfic, but Gordon had the drive
out of the turns, and finally he was
able to get far enough alongside
to hold the inside line into the
corner and take the lead.

“I was thinking, “What would
Jimmie Johnson do?’ Or better vet,
“What would Richard Petty do?’” said
Gordon. “I knew his car was good
on the short runs, but every time
I saw him slip a tyre, I just tried to
conserve my tyres and drive real
straight off the corner. Matt really
drove a first-class race. I didn’t know
if we were going to get him. But it
was awesome when we finally did.”

Over the final lap Kenseth
came under intense pressure from a
charging Clint Bowver, and the pair

Gordon edgas
inside Kenseth

crossed the line side by side. Kenseth
was given the nod by six hundredths
of a second and, with Johnson
finishing fifth, he is now tied at

the top of the points table with

his rival with three races to go.

Brad Keselowski brought his
Penske Ford home fourth, denying
Johnson a place and a point with
a handful of laps to go.

In a race of many tussles there
were plenty of scores to be settled
afterwards, with Greg Biffle seeking
out Johnson after they had repeatedly
clashed in the race.

“If he’s running for the title, he’d
better not tear my rear bumper cover
off because that will be the last race
he finishes,” Biffle warned Johnson.

“We were racing earlier in the day
and he’s upset about something,”
Johnson said. “We talked about it,
so we'll see how things go. That’s
short-track racing. Everybody
gets good and heated.”

@ Connell Sanders Jr

RESULTS

1 Jeff Gordon (Chevrolet 55), 500 laps in
3hiam?21s; 2 Matt Kenseth (Toyota Camry),
+0.605s; 3 Clint Bowyer (Toyota); &4 Brad
Keselowski (Ford Fusion); 5 Jimmie Johnson
(Chevy); & Kevin Harvick (Chevy); 7 Denny
Hamlin (Toyota); 8 Dale Earnhardt Jr (Chewy);
9 Greg Biffle (Ford); 10 Jamie McMurray (Chewy).
Points 1 Kenseth, 2294: 2 Johnson, 2294:

3 Gordon, 2267; 4 Harvick, 2266; 5 Kyle Busch,
2258; 6 Bowyer, 2239; 7 Earnhardt, 2238;

8 Biffle, 2236; 9 Kurt Busch, 2219; 10 Carl
Edwards, 2218.

KINRADEfLAT

NASCAR TRUCKS

Darrell Wallace Jr (above) took his maiden
win at Martinsville, the Kyle Busch Toyota
driver beating Brendan Gaughan (Richard
Childress Chewy) and Jeb Burton (Turner
Scott Chevy) commandingly. Points

leader Matt Crafton was 17th.

SUD-AM F3

Hitech Brazil-run Felipe Guimaraes won
both races at Taruma to take his seasonal
tally to 11 victories from 14 races, the
Brazilian taking just four laps to hit the front
in the second, reversed-gnd race. Gustavo
Myasava was second in both races.

BRAZILIAN TOURING
Ricardo Mauricio maintained his series lead
over Denis Navarro with a fifth place and a
victory at Taruma in his JLM Honda. Felipe
(3ama won the opener in his Full Time
Honda while Ricardo Zonta (RZ Toyota)
had a second and is still in the title hunt.

VLN

Fhoenix Racing trio Marc Basseng, Laurens

Vanthoor and Chris Mamerow won the
season finale at the Nordschleife in their
Audi R8 LMS ultra, Basseng recording
his 25th race win in the series. Patrick
Huisman/Henn Moser/Sabine Schmitz/
Klaus Abbelen were second in a Frikadell
Forsche, Renault Clio drivers Dirk and
Tim Groneck secured the title.

F MASTERS CHINA
Meritus GF man Aidan Wright came from

behind in the points at Shanghai fo take the

title by winning final race of the season from

Eurasia Motorsports Tanart Sathienthirakul
and title rival Afig Yazid, Sathienthirakul won
the opener while Yazid took race two.

FRENCH GT

Fifth and eighth spots at Paul Ricard made
Sofrev Ferran duo Fabien Barthez and
Morgan Moullin-Traffort champions.

The guesting Kevin Estre teamed up

with Henry Hassid to win both races in
their TDS Racing BMW Z4.

AUSTRALIAN PORSCHES

Two sixths and a fifth at Surfers Paradise
were enough to give Craig Baird (below)
his fifth title. Mick Percat passed Steven
Richards on the last lap of race one to win
and added another victory later on, while
Richards struck back in race three.
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TWO DRIVERS WINNING V8 SUPERCAR
races from pole position does not
sound like a dramatic weekend, but
that goes nowhere near telling the
story of the Gold Coast 600.

On Saturday Craig Lowndes and
Warren Luff overcame an early delay
to take the victory, while on Sunday
Rod Nash Racing/FPR driver David
Reynolds stood on the top step for
the first time in his career, partnered
by Dean Canto, who himself broke
a seven-year winless streak.

Lowndes’s win, his first on the

VB SUPERCARS SURFERS PARADISE (AUS), OCTOBER 26-27 RD12/14

Reynolds takes gold at last

Gold Coast in eight years, came in a
race that had almost everything. Two
Nissans clashed early in the race, but
30 minutes later the Altimas held the
top three positions. Greg Murphy
crashed James Courtney’s Holden
Racing Team Commodore for the
second race in a row, this time after
being rammed by Paul Dumbrell, who
was in Jamie Whincup’s Triple Eight
Holden. Then Alex Davison was
tapped into a nearly track-blocking
spin by his own brother Will!
Murphy and Courtney looked to

MRFCHALLENGE BUDDH (IND), OCTOBER 26-27 RD 1/4

Pin-sharp Pic shows high resolutlon

IT WOULD BE STRETCHING A POINT
to suggest that victory in a grand prix
support race can redeem a whole
season. But both Arthur Pic and
Rupert Svendsen-Cook headed to
India to compete in the low-budget
Formula 3-alike MRF Challenge
one-make series and headed home
with a victory apiece after, for
varying reasons, difficult vears.

In the case of Frenchman Pic, who
claimed pole position for the first
race and led from start to finish,
he was coming off the back of a
disappointing Formula Renault 3.5
campaign. But ranged against a decent
field of drivers from Europe, the
Antipodes, the Middle East, Japan
and India, he was forced to work
harder than the bare facts suggest.

You would have laid short odds
on GP3 ace Tio Ellinas passing him
for victory early on. The Cypriot
shadowed Pic from the start and
did have a pace advantage. He dived
up the inside at the first corner
on lap four and sailed past, only
to run off the track.

Ellinas spent the rest of the lap
tryving to consolidate second place in
the face of a challenge from Yudai
Jinkawa, giving Pic some breathing
space. Although Ellinas came back
at him, Pic’s pace late on ensured that
he was never seriously threatened.

With a top-six reversed grid for
the second race, Sean Walkinshaw
slumped from pole to sixth at the
start, leaving the way clear for Briton
Rupert Svendsen-Cook to lead from
Sam Dejonghe. Svendsen-Cook, a
multiple race winner in British F3
in 2010-11, has spent much of this
season on the sidelines, save for his
role as development driver for the
MRF series, but showed no signs of
rustiness as he dominated the race
from the inside of the front row.

The eventual margin of victory to
Dejonghe flattered the second-placed
man. The Belgian had nothing like the
pace of Ellinas, who passed Pic and
Jinkawa on his way to third, but made
no mistakes under intense late-race
pressure to secure a deserved second.

Pic claimed fifth behind Jinkawa,

have the Sunday race in their keeping
until a steering arm broke, ending a
heroic effort after an nearly all-night
rebuild by the Holden Racing Team.
Fabian Coulthard,/Tuke Youlden
took second ahead of Russell Ingall.
The veteran and his globetrotting
co-driver Ryan Briscoe were in
sparkling form, fifth place for
Walkinshaw Racing on Saturday
proving that they had consistent pace
on the street circuit. Coulthard’s
result was a welcome boost for Brad
Jones Racing after Andrew Jones

with F3 European Championship race
winner Harry Tincknell charging
from the back of the grid to eighth
after being fired into the gravel on the
first lap of the opening race.

@ Edd Straw

RESULTS
Race 1 1 Arthur Pic, 10 laps in 19m35.967s;
2 Tio Ellinas, +0.558s; 3 Yudai Jinkawa;

RACE CENTRE

crashed the car normally raced by
Jason Bright in Friday practice,
causing damage enough to keep the
car out of action until Sunday. The
shunt was part of a total damage bill
for the weekend estimated by one
team owner at more than £600,000...
After not even getting to drive on
Saturday, Whincup salvaged fourth
on Sunday but that was not enough
to reclaim the series lead from
team-mate Lowndes, who is
eyeing a first title since 1999. Mark
Winterbottom and Will Davison
remain in title contention, but Ford
Performance Racing will need to
show more over the final two rounds
to allow its drivers to challenge the
Holden boys for the crown.
@ Phil Branagan

RESULTS

Race 11 Craig Lowndes/Warren Luff
(Holden Commodore VF), 102 laps in
2h12m10.608s; 2 Shane van Gisbergen/
Jeroen Bleekemolen (Holden), +8.715s:

3 Mark Winterbottom/Steven Richards (Ford
Falcon FG); 4 Tony d'Alberto/Jonny Reid
(Holden): 5 Russell Ingall/Ryan Briscoe
(Holden); & Will Davison/Steve Owen (Ford).
Race 2 1 David Reynolds/Dean Canto
(Ford), 102 laps in 2h09m31.037s; 2 Fabian
Coulthard/Luke Youlden (Holden), +1.184s;
3 Ingall/Briscoe; 4 |Jamie Whincup/Paul
Dumbrell (Holden); 5 Lee Holdswarth/Craig
Baird (Mercedes E63 AMG); 6 Rick Kelly/Karl
Reindler (Nissan Altima L33). Points

1 Lowndes, 2549; 2 Whincup, 2543;

3 Winterbottom, 2461; 4 W Davison, 2428;
5 Coulthard, 2153: & Garth Tander, 2067.

z.a

Pic {c] ﬂan ked by

i Elllnas (r}and Jinkawa
S B S ]

4 5am Dejonghe; 5 Rupert Svendsen-Cook;

& Sean Walkinshaw; 7 Ashwin Sundar;

8 Shinya Michimi; 9 Parth Ghorpade;

10 Salman Al Khalifa. Race 2 1 Svendsen-Cook,
2 Dejonghe, +1.539; 3 Ellinas; 4 Jinkawa;

5 Pic; 6 Michimi; 7 Renan Guerra; 8 harry
Tincknell; 9 Walkinshaw; 10 Bar Baruch,

Points 1 Pic, 33; 2 Ellinas, 29; 3 Svendsen-Cook,
25; 4 Dejonghe, 24; 5 linkawa, 23;

& Walkinshaw, &.
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MONSTER 911s

As you have probably heard, Porsche’s 911 has been celebrating its 50th anniversary this year.
AUTOSPORT decided to take two of the most extreme examples and put current factory ace
Nick Tandy behind the wheel. KEVIN TURNER went to Silverstone to see how he got on

ou could make a pretty good
case for the Porsche 911 being
the greatest competition car
of all time. Over its first
half-century, versions of the
iconic German design have
been successful in rallying,
touring cars, rallvcross and
endurance racing.

Of course, to cover off some
of the model’s biggest wins,
like the Le Mans 24 Hours, you

do have to push the boundaries of what a 911 is.

But Porsche has continually developed the concept,

sometimes moved the goalposts within its chosen

sphere of competition, and kept engineering

themes that have run throughout those 50 years.
To mark the anniversary AUTOSPORT and

Parsche Cars GB got together to track test two

of the more extreme iterations of the 911, the

flame-spitting 935 and prototype-like GTh. It

also seemed appropriate to get factory Porsche ace

and former McLaren AUTOSPORT BRDC Award

finalist Nick Tandy, fresh from a GTE class win

in the Petit Le Mans, to provide the pedal power.
Tandy arrives at Porsche’s Experience Centre

at Silverstone just after both cars have been fitted

with wets and briefly fired up. In true old Le Mans

style, the cars are then driven across to the National

paddock ready for their runs.

a2 AUTOSPORT.COM OCTOBER 312013

Our st:rih_-e_t_gﬁl_c_s
Porsches with
Tandy and Prill (r)

Porsche nut Andy Prill, who looks after both
cars, starts to talk Tandy through the g3s, the
silhouette turbocar that racked up countless
victories in the 1970s and 1980s. “It’s a pussycat
but it’s got a lot of poke,” he warns. “Once the
turbo starts to spool it’s like a wave of energy.

It’s a helluva car this; 911s don’t get better”

He has a point. The car’s history is phenomenal
(see panel on page 53) and includes second place
at Le Mans in 1979, driven by Paul Newman, Rolf
Stommelen and Dick Barbour. It has raced in many
forms, but is now back in the very spec in which

5 BLOXHAMSLAT

it appeared at La Sarthe that vear.

Tandy asks about the diff and gets told there
isn’t one. “No diff!” he exclaims with no little
level of anxiety. “Oh my goodness...”

With s60bhp and a relatively rudimentary
chassis in the wet, Tandy isn’t keen to go for any
lap records — “I would not want to crash in this,
look at the rollcage!” — but appears more
comfortable once he gets into the cockpit and
sees the quality of the gear-selector mechanism,
boost control and rollbar adjustment, not to
mention the familiar shape of a 911 dash. »
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The 935 has a great
history, including
a Le Mans podium

» After a couple of laps for photos, the camera
car peels off and Tandy howls away, though he is
understandably cautious first time through a wet
Copse. With nothing else on track the flat-six
turbo can be heard around most of the lap as
Tandy starts to wind things up.

“That is cool!” he shouts as soon as the door
opens at the end of his run. “It’s got a lot of power,
a strong engine. [ can understand why the car was
so successful. The whole car is based around the
engine, around going in a straight line very quickly.

“I expected it not to turn and when you get on
the power, even a little bit and before the turbo
spools up, it understeers.

“But when it gets going it really gets going.

My lazy gearshifts were not helpful for the
momentum of the car or the power — I think slow
shifts could lose vou a lot of time, it has the power
to keep going.”

There's no time to download Tandy anvy further
at this stage. It’s straight out of the 935 and into
the GT1. Another quick lesson on the controls and
the 28-year-old heads down the pitlane. “That’s
the sound of Le Mans,” says Prill as he does so.

Tandy is visibly more comfortable in the later
car and comes past the pits at a rate that excites
the small crowd that’s watching.

Less excited by the spectacle, however, are
the Silverstone officials. That ‘sound of Le Mans’
turns out to be a bit too loud for them and Tandy
is soon shown the red flag. It's a shame he has to
stop early, but he’s already made up his mind
about the ex-works machine.

“With the 935 I was scared,” he admits. “With
the GT1 it’s like a real racecar. You can go flat-out
straight out of the pitlane.”

After taking the opportunity to take some of
his own shots of the cars, Tandy is now ready to
give his thoughts on two 911 specials, separated
by almost 20 years of development.

“It doesn’t look much like a 911,” he says as he
ponders the 935.“It’s certainly imposing and that
wing on the back is huge. You don’t get much
view out of the mirror.

“It felt well put together. The gear linkage
looked ever so good and it was perfectly precise to
use. The car likes revs too — it has an appetite for
them. The boost was strong all the way through
the range.

“The brakes were very soft, softer than I'm used
to — it was difficult to get a feel for them — but
they were good enough. In these conditions it’s
down to tyre performance more than brakes.”

He is not, however, such a fan of the seating

PORSCHE 911 GT1 Evo *993-6T1-004

The BPR Global GT series revitalised GT racing
in the 1990s and initially became the home of
rich privateers and road-based cars like the
McLaren F1 and Ferrari F40. Not for the first
time, though, Porsche moved the goalposts
with the 911 GT1 in 1996. Within the letter, if not

the spirit, of the regulations, the car dominated
the three BPR rounds it contested in 1996 and
finished two-three at the Le Mans 24 Hours.
The series morphed into the FIA GT
Championship for 1997 and included a
full-house Mercedes effort as well as updated,
long-tailed McLarens. Having changed the

94 AUTOSPORT.COM OCTOBER 31 2013

game, Porsche fell behind for much of the
1997 season, though with Mercedes absent, the
evolution versions of the car came to the fore.

Hans Stuck told AUTOSPORT at the time
that the Evo was a big step forward over the
1996 machine: “The car was a bit nervous to
drive, but that is gone now. The car gives us
more confidence.”

Our test car qualified second at Le Mans and led
into the early hours of Sunday morning, driven by
Stuck, Bob Wollek and Thierry Boutsen until Wollek
had a mysterious crash at the Porsche Curves. The
car's best result thus came at the Laguna Seca FIA

911 dash in the 935
helps make Tandy
feel at home

position, surprising given that this car’s raison
d’etre was to win endurance events. “The pedal
box is offset quite a lot, to the centre, because the
wheelarch comes into the cabin,” he says. “Your
feet are offset and it twists your back, though
vou’'d probably get used to it.”

More than that, though, it is the safety features
— or lack thereof — that grab his attention: “I could
see it had been well prepared, but it’s an old car.
Things like the rollcage, which is very primitive
compared with nowadays, and the wheelarch was
next to my leg. If you rip a front wheel off it could
potentially wipe vour legs out. I didn’t feel safe.

“I can appreciate the history and the
performance of the car when it was racing, but I
much preferred the GTa. The size of the sill in
that is huge. You really have to climb into the car,
which makes you realise you’re sat in the car with
protection. With the 935 I felt like I was sitting on
top of it. The GTa felt like I was in a prototype.”

That’s perhaps not surprising given that the
T cars of the late-1990s were sophisticated
sportscars that had fewer and fewer links to the
road cars to which they were related. Tandy is
taken aback by just how sophisticated things are.

“I was quite surprised about the dash display,”
he continues. “I didn’t realise they had that kind

The business
end of 911 GT1

GT finale, with Allan McNish and Ralf Kelleners
taking third place.
It was subsequently retained by Porsche for

tyre testing before being campaigned in minor
Canadian events.



Porsche 935

ENGINE three-litre flat-six
twin-turbo

POWER 560bhp

GEARBOX four-speed H-pattern
BRAKES ventilated steel discs
with four-piston calipers

\
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of technology 15 or so years ago. It had all the
information we have now from the digital display.
The only thing it didn’t have was all the steering
wheel controls, like the map switches, but they
were still to hand on the dash or central console.”

The factory’s focus on, and experience at,
winning long-distance events comes through with
the transmission too. “It has a verv light, easy-to-
manage clutch, which would be very good for
endurance racing,” says Tandy.

“It’s been a while since 've driven an H-pattern
gearbox, but I thought it was excellent, even going
across the gates. I wasn’t worried about putting it
in the wrong gear. It was precise and you could
feel exactly what you were doing with the gearbox.

“When I came out of the pitlane the car felt soft
so | had some sort of feeling for what the car was
going to do before it started to slide. Immediately
it gave me more feedback. Because I was in a
comfortable position — I could heel-and-toe
easily — I was happy to get straight on it and feel
that lovely engine. Inside vou mainly hear the
turbo, which is great, schoolboy stuff.”

And even in typical Silverstone-in-October
conditions, the downforce levels impress Tandy.
“The handling was very nice and vou could feel the
aero,” he says. “Turning into Brooklands you think
you've got a lot of grip, but you’d lose it as the
speed came down. To feel that in the wet makes
me think the car produces a lot of downforce.

“Our GTE cars are so restricted on engine
power — this is easily faster in a straight line and
we were running on ‘showroom map’ You could
feel the boost. It was really strong anyvthing above
about 3500rpm. I imagine it would be quicker
than the GTE over a lap.”

So, can he see the family resemblances to his
current GTE and GT'3 911 racers? “You can see why
Porsche has won so many races, with their level of
engineering over the years,” he says. “You can see
the family lineage, especially from the inside.”

Porsche’s current focus may now be on LMP1,
but it would be a surprise if we didn’t see some
more successful variations of one of motorsport’s
greatest themes. #

AUTQOSPORT would like to thank Porsche Cars GB,
Silverstone, James Haithwaite and Nick Tandy.

\

PORSGHE 335/79 ‘THE OLD WARHORSE

There were many successful 935s, but the test
example is probably the one with the most remarkable
record. And convoluted history!

The car started life as the last 935/77 built and was
delivered to Dick Barbour for the 1978 IMSA season.
Second at Daytona driven by Barbour/Manfred
Schurtilohnny Rutherford was the highlight of a
strong season before Bob Garretson destroyed the
car in a huge crash on the Mulsanne at Le Mans.

Using an updated 935/79 chassis (0090030),
the car was rebuilt in America and, now in twin-turbo
form, finished second at the 1979 Le Mans in the
hands of Rolf Stommelen, Paul Newman and Barbour.

Garretson bought the car for 1980 and soon
updated it to K3 specification, with even more
outrageous aero. Results were modest, but more
work on the body and engine paid dividends for 1981,

The season started well, with Bobby Rahal and
Brian Redman helping Garretson to victory at the
Daytona 24 Hours. After using a variety of co-drivers,
Garretson finished second (with Rahal) at the Brands
Hatch 1000Km in September to become the

: In K3 form ‘our' 935
won 1981 Daytona with
Rahal/Redman/Garretson =

By, - o v own

PORSCHE TRACK TEST ‘ =

Porsche 911 GT1 Evo

ENGINE 3.2-litre flat-six
twin-turbo

POWER 600bhp

GEARBOX six-speed H-pattern
BRAKES ventilated carbon discs
with four-piston calipers

The t_'d'-l'ﬂ 91 1_§E¢Eii?ili

_illustrate the progress
made over two decades

inaugural world sportscar champion.

The Garretson Developments-run car had a quieter
1982, though still managed a third at Daytona and
11th at Le Mans before being sold to Wayne Baker.
He converted it to the more standard, single-turbo
934 specification to contest the IMSA GTO class.
Remarkably, not only did Baker go on to win the
1983 championship, he, Kees Nierop and Jim Mullen
outlasted the opposition to take outright victory in
the Sebring 12 Hours.

Baker converted the championship-winner back
to 935 configuration at the end of the season and
this time it took fifth at Daytona at the start of 1984,

Almost unbelievably, the next owner — Chet
Vincentz — changed the Porsche to 934 spec again
in 1985, then added 935-style bodywork when
IMSA GTO rules changed for 1986.

The car was finally outclassed by 1987 and
Vincentz retired it. In all, ‘warhorse' had won two
championship, two major races, finished on
the podium at Le Mans, and covered more than
70,000 racing miles.
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It’s not the most eye-catching 911 derivative, butitis

key to the iconic model’s history.

GARY WATKINS |
.

THE START OF
Was there ever a more important
racing Porsche than the 911 Carrera
RSR? It was the first homologation-
special 911 produced by the German
manufacturer, which surely makes
it the father of every GT turn-key
customer racing car to roll out of
Weissach over the past 40 years.
That's every 934, every 911 GT2
and, these days, every GT3 car.
And just for good measure it begat
an altogether more extreme 911
in the outlandish 935.

The RSR was born out of Porsche’s
desire to maintain a presence in
motorsport after regulation changes

effectively ended the competition
career of the 917/30 Can-Am racer

!.l|li_ﬂm‘!'-"" j

ooks back at the development of on

e of the first 911 ‘specials’

X

SOMETHING BIG

in North America. It also fulfilled the
needs of a growing army of customer
racers plying their trade with 911s
in international GT racing and set
Porsche on course for a return to
front-line sportscar racing when
Group 5 regulations came into
force one year later in 1976.

“It was clear Porsche could
not afford a big racing programme
anymore,” explains long-time Porsche
engineer Norbert Singer. “Dr Ernst
Fuhrmann had taken over at the head
of the company from Dr Ferdinand
Piech and wanted to stay in racing,
but at the lower level. The idea
was to produce a GT and offer
it to customers.”

version's
GT) and

of 1972,
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DUCKTAILS

The famous ducktail rear spoiler was
designed to overcome the rear lift
created by the classic 911 shape.
“That's not what you wanted with a
rear-engined car,” explains Singer. “The
ducktaill didn't produce downfarce, but it
made the car much nearer neutral in

26 AUTOSPORT.COM OCTOBER 31 2013
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The first step was to build a
special road car, the 911 Carrera
RS, in sufficient numbers to allow
entry into the Group 3 and 4
categories. A production run of 500
cars was required for the racing RSR

(production GT),
Singer remembers work starting
on the project as late as the autumn

its competition debut — in non-

homologated form — in the hands
of Gerard Larrousse on the

Tour de Corse at the start

of November. Porsche

would stop off on

the way home from Corsica at Paul
Ricard to start fine-tuning the race
version of the car.

Little more than two months
later, the 911 Carrera RSR made a
winning start to its career at the 1973
Daytona 24 Hours. A car apiece was
loaned to the Penske and Brumos
teams, which outlasted the prototypes
to become embroiled in a battle of
their own for overall honours, Hurley
Haywood and Peter Gregg prevailing
in the Brumos entry.

entry into Group 4 (special
a further 500 for Group 3

yet the car would make

'
}
LU

terms of lift and produced a much better
aero balance.” The next step was the
teatray wing of the 1974 car, which
reduced lift still further.

It was the start of something of a trend
for racing 911s, which have often had
massive rear wings.
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Porsche increased the capacity

of its flat-six from the 2.5 litres of the
racing 9115 up to 2.7 litres for the RS
and then 2.8 for the RSR, each time
with the increase in bore, Capacity
would go up to three litres, the class
maximum, during the course of 1973.
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WEIGHT

Cutting out the kilos was key to
development - the weight of the
racecar was set at the homologated
figure for the road version. Porsche
hit 900kg for the RS after a dramatic
weight-saving programme that rid
the car of any unnecessary trim and
included lightweight front wings,
doors and the roof.

DRIVING THE RSR

John Fitzpatrick

1972 & ’'74 European GT

champion

“I'd won the '72 European series

in the 9115, which was really just

a modified road car. That was really

tail-happy. That changed with the

RSR in 1973, because Porsche

had gone over to coll springs and

put that little spoiler on the back.
“The first RSR was a major step

forward on the S. The 3.0 RSR

was another step with its better

aerodynamics and the bigger wheels,

and was quite a nicely balanced

racing car. It wasn't tail-happy at all,
“The RSR was one of the most

important cars of my career. | did a lot

of races in those cars and won a lot of
races and, of course, the championship
in '74 when | started out with Georg
Loos [at Gelo Racing], had an
argument with him and switched to
Kremer. | then had an argument with
Erwin Kremer and went back to Loos.
MNeither was easy to get along with.
“The RSR could have been an
even more iImportant car in my career.
Manfred Jankte [Porsche motorsport
boss| approached me in '73 and asked
if | was able to do the Le Mans 24
Hours in one of the works cars. They
were offering me a factory contract
for Le Mans and a handful of other
races, but | was already contracted for
all the races they wanted me to do.”

BOSCH o |
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9115, to which EI[EH-‘:I-EJH‘;- L.-:::uld be added
by regulation on the race version. Regulations |

allowed a further two inches to be added

under evolution rules that required a further
100 cars to be built, hence the even bigger
arches on the 3.0 RSR of 1974,
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GREAT CAR |

at 1972 Tour de Corse

Fitzpatrick
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The 911 employed torsion bars rather
than springs, but GT racing allowed
the addition of auxiliary coil springs.
“We realised after one day of testing
that these coils were actually acting as
the primary spring,” says Singer. “The
torsion bars weren't up to the job.”
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EMMANUEL COLLARD

The Frenchman was a master of various iterations
of the g11. And he’s still going strong at the wheel
of Porsche’s rear-engined icon even if he doesn’t
have a top drive these days.

Collard’s versatility is the stuff of legend. He
could jump back and forth from prototype to GT
machinery from weekend to weekend, seemingly
without any effect on his pace or consistency.
That versatility was transferred to the g11.

Collard claimed a title in the early days of the
Supercup, and at only the second attempt. He was
mega in both versions of the homologation-
special 911 GT1 — being unlucky not to win the
Le Mans 24 Hours in 1997 — and was blindingly
fast in a 996-shaped 911 GT3-R in all its various
iterations. And Porsche knew it. So much so that
it was happy to place him in its machinery even

-

after he had secured a factory Cadillac contract
a couple of years later.

One tale that sums up the man’s talents comes
from his year in the pseudo-factory Gruppe M
squad in the 2005 FIA GT Championship. The
011 GT3-RSR he was sharing with Stephane
Ortelli and Tim Sugden had been crashed and
needed Heath Robinson repairs involving ratchet
straps and the heaviest thing the team could tie
the car to (which turned out to be the transporter).

Steve ‘Doc’ Bunkhall, who was chief engineer
at the time, takes up the story: “We’d managed
somehow to straighten out the chassis legs and
sent Collard back out in the rain. After a few laps,
he came over the radio, saying the car was terrible
and had no grip.

“His race engineer, Adam [de Borre] came back
to him: ‘Slow down, Manu, you're five seconds
faster than everyone else, including the GTa cars!””
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PORSCHE 911 LEGENDS

Bergmeister has been
a top 911 exponent
during the GT2/GTE era

Dumas/Lieb/Ortelli

Spa in 2002

OOLESLAT

ROMAIN DUMAS

Veteran Porsche man Norbert Singer wasn’t sure
about a new young French hotshoe driving the
Freisinger Porsche 911 GT3-RS at the 2002 Spa
24 Hours. Yet the first stint in the car from
Romain Dumas certainly impressed the engineer,
who had worked with the great and the good of
sportscar racing over the preceding 30 vears.

“I didn’t know much about him, except that
I thought he was a nice guy,” recalls Singer. “We
put him in the car just as it started raining and
sent him out on unscrubbed slicks. I remember
thinking, now we will see if he is any good or not.”

Dumas, according to Singer, “managed the
situation perfectly and could stay out on slicks
without losing time”. Freisinger’s rivals ended up
making two extra pitstops, and Dumas, Stephane
Ortelli and Marc Lieb went on to win the N-GT
class from third place overall.

[t was a portent of things to come. Dumas
landed a Porsche factory drive and then a place in
the Penske RS Spyder squad, but his skills aboard
a g11 still got a regular airing right through into
the current decade. He can now add his class win
at Le Mans this year aboard the latest gg1-model
911 RSR to his four overall 24-hour successes at
the Nurburgring and a solo Spa triumph. »

OCTOBER 31 2013 AUTOSPORT.COM 39

WOOD/LAT

PHOTO-4/LAT

‘._



CLUB

[t's just racing'

www.CLUB .co.uk




HURLEY HAYWOOD

» Hurley Haywood helped make the racing
reputation of the gi11 — at least in the US. But the
car was, by the American’s own admission, also
the making of him. It set him on course for
stardom and a total of nine wins across the blue-
riband enduros at Le Mans, Daytona and Sebring.

Six of those triumphs were won at the wheel of
911-derived cars, starting with the 1973 Daytona
24 Hours when Penske and Brumos were both
given Carrera RSRs prior to the homologation of
the new machine. The significance of victory for
the Brumos team ahead of the might of Penske
and Mark Donohue is not lost on Haywood.

“] didn’t grasp the significance of beating them
at the time — but that put me on the map,” recalls
Havwood, who would go on to notch up a second
big victory with exactly the same car at Sebring
six weeks after Dayvtona.

Havwood was a world-class driver, who could
cut the mustard with whoever got off the boat
from across the Pond. “The standard in the US
was never as high as in Europe,” recalls John
Fitzpatrick. “But Hurley was the exception.”

Huisman was
the Supercup king
of the late 1990s

.--.--u-- "l
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MARC LIEB

There probably isn’t much to choose between
the current crop of super-talented Porsche
factory drivers. Just look how many have made
this list. Yet Marc Lieb is the one vou want when
the chips are down, according to Olaf Manthey,
his team boss in this vear’s World Endurance
Championship and for each of his four victories
in the Nurburgring 24 Hours.

“Marc is the one you want in the car when
the conditions are bad,” he says. “He can produce
something special.”

Those qualities have taken the German driver
to an overall victory in the Spa 24 Hours, three
class wins at Le Mans, class titles in both the
FIA GT Championship (twice) and the Le
Mans Series, in addition to that run of triumphs
on the Nordschleife.

The storv could be about to be interrupted.
Porsche’s blue-eved boy is going to be given
a chance in its new LMP1 contender for 2014.
Don’t doubt that he will be back, though. ™

Lieb has taken in 911s
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PORSCHE 911 LEGENDS

1973 Daytona fell
to Carrera RSR of
Haywood/Gregg

PATRICK HUISMAN

No list of the best g11 drivers in the so-vyear
history of the car would be complete without one
of the big names from the Supercup, and the
choice is obvious. Patrick Huisman dominated on
the way to four successive titles in 1997-2000.

The Dutchman was something special at the
wheel of his Manthey Supercup racer — both the
993- and 996-shaped cars, and he had the
measure of an impressive group of rivals.

Huisman was good, and he knew it. There’s a
story — perhaps apocryphal, but apt nonetheless
— about a rival team manager questioning
Huisman about his smoking habit. “It will slow
vou down, vou know,” he told a relaxing Patrick
behind the pits one day. The driver’s response
was to ask by how much. “A couple of tenths,”
came the reply. Huisman took another drag,
exhaled and responded laconically: “I think I've
got that covered.” He probably had.

Huisman was never able to translate his talents
into the endurance arena, but he returned to the
Supercup in the mid-2000s and kept notching up
the victories. His tally of 25 wins is more than
any other driver in the history of that series.

DOLEJLAT
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2014 Sunoco Rolex 24 At Daytona
Challenge winner - Bradley Smith

Rolex 24 At Daytona® 22nd-27th January 2014

YAUTOSPORT & SUNOLD

2014 Sunoco GRAND-AM 200
Challenge winner - Lewis Plato

Come with us and the 2014 winners
to one of the toughest endurance

races in the world!

Autosport & Sunoco VIP Trip - just £98!

Package includes: Behind the scenes ultimate endurance ticket;
welcome reception; grandstand; garage access and tour;
goodie bag and pizza evening with the Challenge winners.

Getting to & staying at Daytona

Expect to pay from $79/room/night and between £400-500 return
ticket from Gatwick or Manchester to Orlando.

For more information please call 01929 555974
or visit www.24hrtrip.co.uk
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INTERNATIONAL SPEEDWAY

+44 (0)1929 551557 (tel)

+44 (0)1929 551567 (fax)

Trip itinerary*

Thursday 23rd

- day and night
practice, qualifying

- Pizza evening, meet
the winners

Friday 24th

- final practise

- 11:45 Ferrari
Challenge

« 13:45 BMW
Performance 200

Saturday 25th
« 10:00 Ferrari
Challenge

- demonstrations
and parades

- 15:30 Rolex 24
At Daytona

*actual times yet to be confirmed
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2013 Ivan Bellarosa
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2012 Felipe Nasr

2010 Derek Johnston
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2013 Lawrence Davey
~

2012 Aaron Steele

info@aaoil.co.uk www.aaoil.co.uk




STEPHANE ORTELLI

P Even if you exclude Stephane Ortelli’s 1998

Le Mans 24 Hours victory with the Porsche g11
GT1-98 — engine in the wrong place, you see

— the wiry Monegasque’s had more than enough
success in other 911 variants to be in this top 10.

Ortelli took to a 911 like a duck to water when
he was given his first chance by long-time
Porsche entrant Franz Konrad in 1995,

“He was quick right away,” recalls Konrad, “but
then he did have a good teacher — me!” It should
be pointed out that Ortelli also had another
mentor in his early days, a certain Bob Wollek.

Konrad describes Ortelli as a hero of the
turbocharged 993-shaped 911 GT2 of the mid- to
late-19g0s. It was where he cut his teeth, but his
greatest achievements came in later cars.

Twice a winner of the N-GT title in the FIA
GT Championship, he also moved over into the
sprint arena and claimed the Porsche Supercup
in the first year of those FIA crowns in 2002.

His greatest day, to my mind, came not when
he led the crew that beat the GT1 cars to triumph
overall at the Spa 24 Hours in 2003, but at a wet
Estoril at the end of the previous season. Driving
Freisinger’s lead 911 GT3-RS, he lapped the whole
N-GT field in a single stint.

Stommelen starred
on way to second
in 1979 Le Mans

PORSCHE 911 LEGENDS

Ortelli was a “hero”
in the 993-shaped
T2 racer

ROLF STOMMELEN

A legend in a Porsche 935 — that’s the only way to
describe Rolf Stommelen. Witness his drive in
the 1979 Le Mans 24 Hours. The German came
within a jammed wheel of winning it almost
single-handed, so much faster was he than
team-mates Paul Newman and Dick Barbour.

There were victories, at the wheel of factory
and privateer 935s, and he was pretty handy in
a 911 RSR earlier in the 1970s, too. However,
the ultimate accolade for Stommelen comes
from one of his peers.

“Rolf didn’t have masses of success in the car,
but for me he was the quickest guy in a 935,” says
John Fitzpatrick. “No question about it.

“T was happy to go up against Bob Wollek or
Klaus Ludwig in equal machinery, but when I was
racing against Rolf, that was different. If I beat
him, I was over the moon.”

BOB WOLLEK

It’s only right that Brilliant Bob is here. After all,
the late Frenchman’s career did span the first 30
or so vears of the racing life of the 911, and he did
race just about every variant of the car from the
9115 to an early-2000s 911 GT3-R5.

The man from Alsace was in his pomp at the
wheel of a 935, at least according to team boss
Franz Konrad. The reason was the racing brain
that allowed Wollek to continue to compete at
the top well into his s0s.

“Maybe he wasn’t quite the quickest in terms
of outright pace,” explains Konrad, “but he had an
amazing technical understanding. The 935 was a
hard car to set up and drive, but Bob was one of
the few who could get 100 per cent out of it.

“He wasn’t interested in laptops and data,”
recalls Konrad. “Only in what his arse was telling
him. But his brain was amazing: it allowed him to
keep winning for so long.”#

1 s

- Wollek in 1981 DRM
. action at wheel of |
. the extreme 935

pUBBLING UNDER

MARK DONOHUE Had Donohue not been cut
down in his prime, he'd have likely gone on to great
things in 911 derivatives. Surely a post-Formula 1
sportscar beckoned for the winner of the 1974
IROC title in 911 Carrera RSR.

JOHN FITZPATRICK ‘Fitz’ is Britain's overlooked
sportscar star. And the fact is that his biggest
successes came at the wheel of 911s in European
GTs and IMSA.

PETER GREGG How can ‘Peter Perfect' be absent
from this list, you might ask? The reason is that
Hurley Haywood is on it, and the five-time Daytona
winner was always the senior partner in that duo.

- 19?4'Hurhurgring 1000
ih "

Fitzpatrick at wurlv_t_in

.-E

KLAUS LUDWIG "King Klaus’ was mega in a 935
during a short period sandwiched between works
deals with EMW and Ford. A Le Mans win and a title in

the German DRM Group 5 are testament to that, but
his time in 911s was too short for inclusion here,
LUCAS LUHR Another multiple champion in the
early 2000s would probably have made this

top 10 had he not gone off to race prototypes,

first with Porsche and then with Audi.

SASCHA MAASSEN There was a time when
Maassen was the best 911 driver on the planet

- not the fastest, but the best all-rounder. A couple
of ALMS titles and an FIA GT gong are proof of that
But his star quickly waned and was only briefly
rekindled in Porsche's RS Spyder.

NICK TANDY If this list was being written in

a year or two's time, there’s every chance that
Tandy's name would be on it He's rated highly

by the men in the know.
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PORSCHE FEATURE

The Toyo BRSCC
Porsche C%ampmnshlp (’N@MC'N@

DRiVING YOUR FARES

The UK’s most cost-effective In2racing offer For Sale:

Porsche racing series:

Boxsters and 924s in close

racing, maximum driver

enjoyment and a level playing field.

http://www.porscheracingdrivers.co.uk

F’ D R = - H E SHOPFP Porsche 997 GT3 Cup Car

N e As used by Harry and Nick Whale in GT Cup 2011-2013.
Piiannnat Recent Engine and Gearbox rebuild
Component’s replaced as per Porsche life recommendations
Spare package to include 12 BBS Wheels.
Eligible for Britcar, GT Gup, Porsche GT3 Challenge.
2014 Gustomer support packages available.

Price: £50,000.00

g "5 Cup Cor. CONTACT NICK DUDFIELD
MIDLANDS SHOWROOM +44 1789 750567 +44 7768 548774
ooy Sl o SRR nick@in2racing.co.uk www.in2racing.co.uk

Shenstone

TUNING
MODIFICATION
UPGRADES

RACE SUPPORT
SETUP & PREPARATION
REPAIR

TUITION
DRIVER SUPPORT
SALES

KNOWLEDGE
FACILITIES
EXPERIENCE

With nearly 30 years experience, Parr is the UK’s leading Porsche specialist.
Specialists In Porsche
5 The Faraday Centre. Faraday Road. Crawley. PARR have been preparing Porsches for track use at all levels from club racing all the way

through to international championships such as the Porsche Supercup and the Le Mans 24

hour. From simple tuning and upgrades to full race modification, racing is as much a part of
+44 (0) 1293 537 911 PARR-UK.COM our DNA as our passion for all things Porsche.
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CAR BROKERAGE T enaines
|

RACING CARS FOR SALE
ALAN CORNOCK FCS
BUYING - SELLING - BROKERAGE

www.racingcarsforsale.co.uk
TEL: 01480 891212

F I-":-.': 3 ':' H'.I'\"'I-._
HITE e,
1 LSDs and Driveshaft

FrErm TS5/ 0MS
Tel: 01782 280136 Fax: 01782 269913

Email: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com
www.eliteracingtransmissions.com

JOLoE (BEreey
—_ENGINEERLN.G

| visit our new oniine shop www.racetuners.com

Stainless Steel Exhaust Specialists

SIMPSON }

HHace E xhhaousE=

Gearboxman.com
COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes & Axles for Road, Race, Rally and more
Telephone: 01582 840008 Fax: 01582 840007

MEMORABILIA

(=
g FHIALLAF

www.finallap.net WE BUY AND SELL
+44 (0) 1245 287588 / 07771 920345
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"jacewear  RACEWEAR

08435 070 858

RACE PRODUCTS

Amenca's #1 supplier of CART and FORMULA One Racing
memorabilia. Large selection of signed onginal collectables. See

our ad under markeliplace Mamorakbi

G09S 575 1143 or wvisil WW‘JMJAutu.{:ﬂm

Tl listhing at

RACE CAR PREPARATION RACE PARTS
e X >

/—ZE DRY SUMP
JAE sysTEMS
ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC.

WWW.DRYSUMP.COM (916) 652-5282

RACE PRODUCTS

MARDI GRAS

MOTORSPORT
= _ise

N

Perfoarmance Clulches

PORSCHESHOP

www porscheshop.co.uk 5%, off with voucher

MP ' YBRACING

MOTORSPORT & PERFORMANCE

WWW.YBRACING.COM

Tel: 01753 532222
www.simpsonraceexhausts.com § &

foillow us on

Mike Fairholme Designs

Sole approved painter of Arai helmets
Silver Birches, Corby Birkholme, Nr Grantham, Lincs NG33 4LE
Tel: 01476 550630. Fax: 01476 550029
email: fairholmedesigns@btconnect.com

www.fairholmedesigns.co.uk

~wwi)IeCaST
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RACE PRODUCTS

PittoCar Au
Radio solutions ggs

0044(0)1508 528837 |l

k LONDON

- \ MOTORSPORT

‘. l |ms r SHOWROOM

www.msar.co.uk

RACEWEAR

MOTORSPORT {

...............
M N e L L

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

CROYDON RACE

& RALLY CENTRE
www.croydonraceandrally.co.uk

220-222 Portland Road
Scuth Norwood

rFor nacewear &
Motorsport equipment
Tel: 020 8656 7031

London SE25 408
FORECOURT PARKING
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~ RACINGOILS SPONSORSHIP THROTTLE & DRY SUMP SYSTEM

OLD HALL PERFORMANCE LTD T:02476 717 100

The Million Pound Touring Car ™

2013 British Touring Car Championships Contender
Put your name/advertise your company on our front
running Touring car in 2013/2014

@

www.atpower.co.uk

www.themillionpoundtouringcar.co.uk +44 (0)1953 857800

Manufacturers
BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS PRG TRAN PR Image o B anioke Sl

)) Connected to you —x ammw M alloy wheels

www.brianjames.co.uk “"‘“-:ﬂ“’{;‘ﬁf;}ﬂ;;kmz
TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Call Us Now! tel. 01327 263 384

www.woodfordtrailers.com sales@woodfordtrailers.com

RL 3000

£5.950 + vat

RL 2000

£4 900 + vat

Global

Hospitality Unit to Rent

Masters Historic Racing working with
BPL (Global) Ltd offer their hospitality
unit for rent.

"rnﬁrrailarsl heshire UK | Tel Ta4,(0)§1270812402
Seats 80 to 120 people. Europe wide eb: www.prgtrailers.cofukil Email:linfo@prgtrailersicolu
delivery, set up, management and

catering service available,

For enquiries please contact:

0845 300 7444 or
stevew(@bplglobal.co.uk.

HAUTOSPORT

TO ADVERTISE YOUR PRODUCTS

AND SERVICES HERE CALL:

0208 267 5560
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Discovery of Light

Driving efficiency and improving fuel consumption, the latest
Race Tr'anspc:rter models feature advanced aluminium and
lightweight composite construction.

With modern edge styling, and carefully designed interior space
Race Transporter trailers demonstrate all the capability you require.

Race Transporter range from £ 7 099 (excl. VAT).

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For mare information and details of your local BJT dealer please call or visit our website.

RIA\S S TRANSPORTER




RACE & RALLY CARS

RACE & RALLY CARS

GT MARQUES offer for sale championship winning 911 GT3 ch MlNl GH ALLENGE c AR FOR SALE

Cup cars. 16 Pole positions, 8 wins. Both cars returned to new

condition. Large spares package available at extra cost.

Serious enquiries only by email please: paul@gtmarques.com Daf rigid truck also available.

Email: leealleni1 @hotmail.co.uk
or Gall 07802 496 988

RACE CARS FOR SALE

Retired race car enthusiast selling collection at very reduced prices

1998 Benetton F1 B198 3.5L Judd V10 £85,000
1998 Benetton F1 B198 ROLLER £45,000
1998 Benetton F1 B198 ROLLER £45,000
1997 Lola F1 T97-30 3.0L Cosworth AC V8 £55,000
1997 Lola F1 T97-30 3.0L Cosworth AC V8 £55,000
2000 Dallara Euroc No.1 3.5L Ferrari V8 £50,000
2000 Dallara Euroc No.2 6.0L Chevrolet V8 £50,000
2000 Dallara Euroc No.3 ROLLER £35,000

View website for pictures
and more details.

Mint condition
and low mileage.

Will consider offers for whole
collection or individual cars.

Pit equipment to
operate cars included.

website: www.racecarsilil.com E.mail: racecarsllil@gmail.com
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MOTORSPORT JOBS

HAUTUSPORT

Want to advertise a motorsport job?
If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and online

please contact Rachel.Brock@Haymarket.com by email or call 020 8267 5820.
For all current vacancies advertised please visit our website www.autosport.com

Recent business expansion within the UK's leading electrical connector distributor/

assembler and stockist has resulted in an exciting opportunity for an experienced: LO 0 KI N G To R ECR U IT Fo R 20 1 3?

Business Development Manager

(Motorsport) THE LATEST SELECTION OF MOTORSPORT

o IRISS WAk, & b sioes JOB VACANCIES UPDATED EVERY WEEK.

To be predominantly responsible for selling electrical connectors and associated products to the
maotorsport electronics industry as well as other interconnection products from the Lane portfolio as « The Motorsport lobs page of

BppannRiE Rt the website receives
Extensive experience of motorsport connector sales/markets is essential as will be a proven track on average 200,000 page
record in increasing sales, combinad with the ability to develop and maintain long-term relationships = f :
not only with existing and new customers but also suppliers and manufacturers as required. impressions per month

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT THE VACANCIES SECTION ON OUR WEBSITE: * The magazine you are looking
www.fclane.com at has a readership of 144,000

(Source: NRS Survey Q3)
= All appointment adverts placed

JANE We'RE ON YOUR TEAM... x@Ae' | inAutosport magazine are

N &N listed on the website.
HIGH-PERFORMANCE CONNECTORS
FOR MOTORSPORT APPLICATIONS ™ e 1

SCUDERIA !
~—“Joro

In its plan to develop the team for the beginning of 2014 seasen,
Scuderia Toro Rosso has the following exciting opportunities:

Based in Bicester (UK):

- Aero Model Mechanical Design Team Leader - ref. “MDTL 104"
- Model/Surface Design Engineer - ref. “MSDE 105"

- CFD Methodology Engineer - ref. “CFDME 106"

- Aero Systems Engineer - ref. “ASE 107"

Based in Faenza (ltaly): -

- Senior Systems Design Engineers - ref. “SSDE 108" | ——

- Senior Vehicle Dynamics Engineers - ref. “SVDE 109" o

- Application Developer - ref “AP 110" "ff$__
- Gearbox Mechanic - ref. “"GM 111" .

- Mechanic - Test Department - ref. “MTD 112" %&
For further information, please visit the careers page on our website: www.lororosso.com - Jobhs

Please ensure you quote the job reference in your application, specifying your current and expected salary and Wﬁ-w

Closing date for Applications: 29th November 2013
PLEASE NOTE: No Agencies please.

WWW.TOROROSS0.COM

MOTORSPORT JOBS



MOTORSPORT JOBS

RMG

Reinhold Motorsport GmbH

Heinhold Motorsport GmbH runs two cars as partner of BMW in DTM

To further strengthen our Race Engineering Group we are looking to fill following vacancies

Race Engineer

The Race Engineer is in charge of one of the team’s cars in the DTM championship. He
coordinales all technical aspects of the race car operation with the main focus on exiracting
the maximum performance out of the availlabie package as well as ensuring salfe and reliable
operation of the car. A sound technical background in all areas of a racing car is essential for
this position as is the ability to prioritise and plan effectively

Performance Engineer

The Performance Engineer works closely with the Race Engineer and driver 1o ensure the
leam is utihsing the full performance potental of the car. The successful candidate will be
expected to have a significant input into optimising car performance and 1o provide analysis
and feedback to the driver on his performance over the race weekend. The role also
encompasses the developmenl of race enginesnng modeals and tools as well as providing
detailed analysis through the production of concise reports

Both roles require a good degree in a relevant engineering discipline and an extensive track
record in a high level motorsports environment

The ideal candidates must be able to demonstrate a sound understanding of vehicle
dynamics and need to be conversanl with data analysis software (ideally Wintax), simulation

tools, at least one programming language and preferably Matlab/Simulink

The successful applicants are required to work under minimal supervision 1o sinct deadiines
and need to demonstrate excellent problem-solving skills and meticulous attention 1o detail

Candidates must be fluent in English; knowledge of German would be advantageous. Both
positions are based in Niederzissen/Germany near the Nirburgring but also involve a
significant amount of international travel

If you wish to apply for this position please forward your CV and letier of applcation with
current remuneration details/salary expectations to hri@reinhold-motorsport. com

MERCEDES AMILS

Mercedes-Benz has been setting the standard in racing for over 100 years, The
MERCEDES AMG PETRONAS Formula One™ Team continues the proud history of the
legendary Silver Arrows with the clear ambition of winning the FIA Formula One™ worid
championships. Based in Brackley, UK, we are recruiting highly motivated, talented new
members of our team.

Please find further information about our current vacancies and our team in the “join our
team’ area of our website www.mercedes-amg-f1.com

DYNQO CELL TECHNICIAN REF: SJ751

Reporting to the Shift Team Leader, the main responsibility is to prepare and maintain
prototype and established powertrain configurations and be the dyno operator during
tests. You will maintain good housekeeping, provide fault reporting/resolution and
be responsible for the overall appearance and H&S compliance of the cell area.
Candidates must have proven competences in Microsoft Office tools. Transient dyno
and SAP experience is preferred.

We are looking for people to join the team that can be flexible in their hours and
approach, have a ‘can do’ attitude, and are team players with great verbal and written
communication skills. You will have the ability to work under minimal supervision to
strict deadlines, in a professional manner.

In return for your hard work and commitment, we offer a competitive package,
including bonus, life assurance, private medical cover, Mercedes-Benz company car
lease scheme, 25 days holiday, an on-site gym, subsidised restaurant facilities and the
opportunity to work in a truly unique environment.

To apply for this position please see our website, and then forward your CV and
letter of application including the following; your current remuneration details
and salary expectations, the job title and reference and where you saw the
advertisement to recruitment@mercedes-amg-f1.com

Closing date: 15 November 2013
NO AGENCIES PLEASE

HAUTOSPORT

And here are the views of
some of our satisfied clients:

“We received an unexpectedly large amount
of responses in only a few days. We would
definitely consider Autosport for any future
recruitment needs.”

Jose Santos, Race Engineer Matech Concepts

“At Flybrid Systems we have used Autosport
as a single source to advertise a range

of jobs from design and development
engineering roles to assembly technicians
and administrators. We have always had a
strong response and on the last occasion we

received over 200 applications for 6 posts”
Jon Hilton FIMechE CEng, Managing Partner, Flybrid

Systems LLP

“The decision to advertise for staff in
Autosport was easy as the magazine is
one of the most widely read motorsport
publications in the world. The resulting
response also met our expectations
providing us with a large number of high
quality candidates. What exceeded our
expectations was the friendly and helpful
nature of the Autosport staff who helped
us with the timing and preparation of our
advertisement. | would recommend the use
of Autosport to any organization looking to

recruit staff in our business.”
Steve Hallam, Director of Competition, Michael

Waltrip Racing

"Team WFR recognise Autosport magazine
as one of the mainstream publications
within the motorsport industry and therefore
was an obvious choice when wishing to
recruit new staff. We were thoroughly
impressed with the extensive response

to our advertisement and the quality of
candidates that was received, just going to
show that Autosport is read by high level
motorsport professionals”

Jody Firth, Team WFR




dgson Innovators Wanted

Dyson invention is fuelled by risk-taking. It’s how
we developed motors that spin five times faster
than a Formula One engine, cyclones that
generate 360G and mixed phase airflows
exceeding 80m/s.

So if you're hungry to
challenge conventional
thinking and willing to
take risks to make
products which are
engineered to work

better and last longer;

we want to hear from you.

Current Opportunities

Mechanical Research Manager
Aerodynamicists
CFD Engineers
Model Designers
Mechanical Engineers
Motors and Batteries Development

For further information please visit: www.careers.dyson.com
or email: autosportcareers@dyson.com

3RMI_

RML have a global reputation for winning in motorsport including touring cars, rallying,
GT and the Le Mans 24 Hours.

RMLU's business is just as diverse away from the race track and includes powertrain
development, high performance automotive engineering, product sales and event
management.

HV/Electrical Powertrain Manager

The design, development and control of high voltage, high speed e-motors is an
established and fast growing area of expertise at RML We are looking for a HV
Powertrain Manager to report to the Director of Powertrain to lead our team in this
specialist area of business.

This exciting new role will further enhance the skills and expertise within the business,
and will require the successful applicant to lead internal and external partners and
stakeholders in delivering winning solutions to our customers.

The successful applicant will have had direct experience of e-motor design, development
and their control systems, and will also be able to demonstrate expertise in design
management and experience in project management as well as budget control. They
will also have a good knowledge of Health and Safety methodologies for working in this
discipline.

You will also reflect our key values of teamwork, respect, continuous improverment and
integrity, as well as quality, efficiency, customer focus and an overriding desire to be
the best.

Our design systems work on Unigraphics NX-7.5 experience of which would be a
considerable advantage, though not essential.

If you believe that you display all of the qualities we expect, we would be pleased to
hear from you.

Applications with salary expectations can be sent via our website
www.rmimallock.co.uk or by emailing us on careers@rmimallock.co.uk

T=ECHNOLOGY

WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING TO RECRUIT THE
FOLLOWING POSITION AT RED BULL TECHNOLOGY:

HR22101301 — TRANSPORT MANAGER

We are seeking o unique and dynamicindividual to head up our Transport
Team and ensure that the business’ logistical needs are met smoothly
and efficiently.

As part of this role you will be responsible for:

* (Controlling, munqimg and implementing effective maintenance
programmes for all fleet vehicles and ensuring all safety and legal
requirements are adhered fo.

* Heading up a team of experienced drivers and ensuring they are
clear on destinations and schedules as well as managing holidays to
ensure adequate van driver cover.

* Managing the delivery and collection of goods and materials for all
depariments as required, and establishing clear priorifies & timings
so that all vehicles and drivers are efficiently ufilised.

* Arranging couriers as and when appropriate and coordinafing the
dispatching of overnight packages.

* (oordinating daily morning and ofternoon ‘milk rounds’ to
local areas.

* Planning the delivery and collection of travelling staff, guests and
drivers to and from airports.

e All matters pertaining fo the operafion of Fork Lift Trucks within
the business.

® To assist with the Innmnghxnd project management of new fruck
builds and refurbishments for the Race/Test Team.

* Managing the tachograph analysis.
The successful candidate will have the following:

* Proven experience within the Haulage, Transport or Logistics industry.

* Possess a sound knowledge of both UK and EU Transport Law.

* Be experienced in mnna“ a flexible teum and being able 1o
optimise several logistics concurrently

eHave o self-mofivated ond proactive umluda, excellent
communication skills and the nbiﬁw to work fo very tight deadlines

within a team environment.
eHold o National and Internafional Cerfificate of Professional

Competence of Road Hauloge.
* Be IT literate and competent in systems such as Telematics.

In addition to the above this role requires natural leadership skills, the
ability to odapt to multiple changes and new challenges on an hourly
basis. The ideal candidate will consistently recognise the importance of
this service function to both internal and external customers.

s at Red Bull Racing and
, please visit the job section on our

wobdhm.hﬂﬂll-ro“uhgm
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NATIONAL RACING - HISTORICS « RALLYCROSS « HILLCLIMB - TRACK TESTS

Tandy will race
Van Diemen driven

previously by James Nash

Porsche GT ace one of more than 100 entries for FF1600 extravaganza

PORSCHE FACTORY GT DRIVER
Nick Tandy and ex-Formula 3000
champion Vincenzo Sospiri are the
latest big names to commit to the
Walter Hayes Trophy at Silverstone
this weekend.

Despite being a Brands Hatch
Festival winner during Formula Ford’s
Duratec-engined era, Tandy has never
raced a Kent FF1600. He will now drive
the National College for Motorsports
Van Diemen RFgz, and hopes to test
the car tomorrow (Friday).

“I've never driven a Kent car and
it’s been a while since ['ve driven any
Formula Ford,” said the 28-vyear-old
former McLaren AUTOSPORT BRDC
Asward finalist.

“I've never been to the Walter

Havyes before — I've always been away
or busy — but I know it's going to be
a slipstreaming Formula Ford-fest!
“It’s the end of the season, it's
Formula Ford and it’s the Silverstone
National circuit, so it’s got to be fun”
The heat draw for the event was
made on Monday, and Tandy will
appear in heat five, up against last
weekend’s Festival winner Niall Murray.
“There are a few specialists and
some guys coming up the ranks who
want to prove themselves,” added
Tandy. “My aspirations are to have
fun and not damage the car. If we're
up at the front, great; if we’re in the
middle of that pack, that’s fine, too.
“If the engine’s good and the
brakes work, we’ll have a chance”

Sospiri, a double FIA Sports Car
champion, won the 1988 Brands
Festival and will drive a Van Diemen
RF88. “The last time I raced a Formula
Ford was in '88, and I haven’t raced
since 2002,” said the 47-vear-old. “1
haven't driven in three or four years,
but it doesn’t matter, it is just for fun.”

Other leading contenders include
three-time event winner Peter
Dempsey, who will drive a Kevin Mills
Racing Swift SCg2F, and multiple
single-seater champion Scott Malvern,
who will make his event debut in
a KMR Spectrum similar to that in
which Adrian Campfield won the 2011
event. Formula Renault BARC title
winner Chris Middlehurst will also
return to his FF1600 roots in heat one.

KEVIN
TURNER
FEATURES
EDITOR
kevin.turner
@haymarket.com

@KRT91Y

IT DOESN'T SEEM TO MATTER
what is happening elsewhere in
motorsport, Silverstone's Walter Hayes
Trophy attracts a superb entry.

There are 106 drivers in this year's
event, and they include some of the
best racers in the UK. As well as the
likes of Tandy, Dempsey and Malvern,
former British Formula Ford champions
Wayne Boyd and James Cole,
ex-category stars Michael Vergers and
Joey Foster, and a whole host of top
club FF1600 drivers will descend on
Silverstone for the season highlight.

Picking a winner is absolutely
impossible. With such a competitive
field it will boil down to who has the car
sorted for the conditions, gets the job
done on the day and has that little
bit of luck that is always required in
festival-style events. Whoever it is,
they will be a worthy winner.

On the subject of those who
deserve what they get, it will be
interesting to see how Josh Webster
gets on in the Porsche Carrera Cup,
having won the championship's
scholarship (see page 77).

The ex-Formula Renault BARC
runner-up might not have had the best
season in GP3, but he has always had
to fight on with few funds and could
make a career in GTs or sportscars.

We certainly hope he lasts longer
in the series than Nick Bunting has in
his role as MSA chief executive. The
respective parties have said nice things

about each other (p76), but it's hard to
ENTRIES TO WATCH OUT FOR believe things have gone as planned
Heat 1 Heat 2 Heat 3  Heat 4 Heat 5 | Heat 6 given that Bunting was only in the
Joey Bickers Graham Carroll Wayne Boyd James Cole Josh Barnett . Luke Cooper job for six months.
Felix Fisher Peter Dempsey Jamie Jardine - Stephen Daly Jonathan McMullan | Josh Fisher Whatever the story, let's hope the
Chris Middlehurst | Scott Malvern Michael Moyers Noel Dunne Ben Mitchell | loey Foster MSA is able to find a keen and capable
Richard Tarling Ivor McCullough Neville Smyth Ed Moore Niall Murray | Scott Hargrove leader. It has several challenges ahead,
Oliver White Vincenzo Sospiri Luke Williams . Ben Norton Nick Tandy | Michael Vergers including the implementation of those
new rules on track limits in 2014...
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Bunting has quit
the MSA after just
six months in charge

MSA chief executive leaves post

THE MOTOR SPORTS ASSOCIATION
has lost its new chief executive, with
Nick Bunting leaving his role after little
more than six months in the job.

UK motorsport’s governing body
announced last week that Bunting, who
switched from a similar role with the
Rughby Football Union in May, had left
by mutual consent.

“1 have verv much enjoved working

“Nick was recruited to undertake
a specific transitional role to prepare
the MSA for future transformation,”
he said. “He has successfully laid out
the pathway for this transition and
identified that a specific style of
leadership is required to achieve this.
“Bv mutual consent, he has decided
not to take up the possibility of the
continued role as MISA chief executive.”

with the MSA staff and all the
dedicated volunteers and organisations
within the sport,” he said in a
statement. “I am delighted that we
have been able to effect some changes
that will enable the sport and the
organisation to move forward.”

MSA general secretarv Rob Jones
has been appointed as acting CEO
in Bunting’s absence.

Bunting told AUTOSPORT after his
appointment earlier this vear that he
was committed to improving the
sustainability of the sport and having
an impact on grassroots racing.

Alan Gow, the association’s
chairman, said Bunting had addressed
specific areas of improvement, but
indicated he was not the man to
implement the required changes.

Clio Cup Series

Kart racer Stilp to make car
debut with Clio Cup Series prize

KART DRIVER JACOB STILP WILL

make his car racing debut in the Clio Cup
Series’ Autumn Cup race next month.

Suzuki Swifls

Suzuki Swift organisers target
multi-discipline championship

A CHAMPIONSHIP FEATURING
rallycross, rallying and circuit racing

Sarah Watson insists it must be viable.
“What we want to do is give

Stilp, son of former Clio Cup UK racer
Daniel and nephew of current competitor
Jordan, will drive a MonsterSport Europe
Clio Renaultsport 187 in the Road class
at Rockingham on November 16/17,

The fully-funded drive is a prize won
at the Henry Surtees Challenge karting
event, which Ginetta racer David Pittard
won overall to get a GP3 test with Carlin,

“It was the prize | had my eye on,"” said
Stilp. “I've only just started taking lessons

for my road licence, so driving a car is very

new to me. It's a great pnze and a really
fantastic opportunity.”

Meanwhile, Clio Cup UK racers James
Colburn and Jake Giddings will contest

the one-off Clio Cup Final at Motorland
Aragon this weekend.
They join drivers from across Europe,

as well as competitors from the Clio Cup

Bohemia = which covers Slovakia, the
Czech Republic, Germany and Austria —
in fighting for a year's use of the new
turbocharged Clio Cup car.

elements could become a reality as soon
as next season if interest is high enough.

Organisers of the one-make Suzuki
Swift series, which runs alongside the
British Rallycross Championship, are
widening the scope of the cars for 2013.

Under the Swift Super Series banner,
the cars will be eligible to race in their
own class in the BRSCC Euro Saloons
Championship and the English Rally
Championship, alongside the existing
rallycross class.

It is hoped this could develop into an
‘all-rounder’ series, possibly starting next
season, although championship organiser

Comprehensive motorsport insurance products to keep you on track;

@ Worldwide On Track
® Personal Accident

@ Storage and transit

Please complete an online quote request form at - www.yanmi.com

® Track day
@ Liability
® Commercial

Email - info@ryanmi.com  Tel — +44 (0) 1799 524202

competitors the opportunity to maximise

what they can do with their cars," she said.
“At the moment, we will run three

standalone series, but we would love

to make an all-rounder championship,

once we know the interest is there.

That could be as soon as next season.”

expand in 2014
— ]
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Porsche Carrera Cup

Single-seater racer Webster wins
2014/15 Porsche Scholarship

GP3 RACER JOSH WEESTER HAS
been awarded the 2014/15 Porsche
Carrera Cup GB scholarship.

Webster, who has raced single-seaters
since 2010, will receive £80.000 towards
his budget for each of the next two
domestic Carrera Cup seasons.

Formula Renault BARC runner-up in
2011 and 2012, Webster graduated to
GP3 this year, but is yet to score any points
and has retired from five of the 14 races
during a difficult campaign with Status GP.

Webster has since targeted a switch to
sportscar racing, with the Carrera Cup as
his starting point.

“I'm absolutely delighted for me and my
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parents: we're still bouncing off the walls,”
he said. “l just can't wait to get started and
get some more seat time in the Porsche.

“I'm on a real high with the news. | know
it was a tough call and | want to credit the
other finalists, because they pushed really
hard. Any one of us could have won i."

Webster beat British GT4 champion
Ryan Ratcliffe, Scirocco R-Cup podium
finisher Ross Wylie and Clio Cup UK
racer Ignas Gelzinis to the prze.

Porsche GB's Marion Barnaby said:
“Any of the four finalists would be a worthy
scholar, but we could only select one.

We believe we have an exceptional
scholar in Josh.”

| Wel:gster beat nff_ stiff_ '
competition to win
.

Da Costa shunts in F3 Cup appearance at Snetterton

Red Bull junior Antonio Felix da Costa stalled at the start of race two in the F3
Cup at Snetterton last weekend and was hit from behind. The Portuguese
was a late addition to the entry, which qualified him for the Macau F3 GP.

BRDC F4

Palmer signs up for BRDC F4
Winter Series with HHC squad

WILL PALMER WILL MAKE HIS
single-seater debut in the inaugural
BRDC Formula 4 Winter Series.

Palmer finished third in the Ginetta
Junior championship this season dnving for
HHC Motorsport, and will remain with the

team for the two F4 meetings at
Rockingham and Brands Hatch.

The 16-year-old claimed two second
places on his Radical SR1 Cup debut at
Snetterton last weekend, but is keeping
his expectations in check.

“It is clearly an excellent championship,”
he said of F4. "It is very competitive. | hope
| can be in the top half of the field and score
consistent results across the eight races.”

Palmer drove his F4 car for the first time
at last week’s Snetterton test. Among the
other runners were Formula Renault BARC
frontrunner Jake Cook and European
karting champion George Russell.

HUMBLE PYE
The voice of club racing
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Celebration of Britain’s need
for speed has great relevance

eld every November since
1927 — except during

World War Il and in 1947,
when petrol rationing precluded play
— this Sunday's Royal Automobile
Club London to Brighton Veteran
Car Run commemorates the
Emancipation Run of 1896.

The 1896 event celebrated the
passing of the Locomotives on the
Highway Act, a landmark ruling that
raised the speed limit for ‘cars’ in
Great Britain from 4mph to a heady
14mph. Of the 33 machines that set
off from the Metropole Hotel bound
for the stylish south coast resort
117 years ago, 14 arrived.

Apart from sowing the seeds of
the need for speed, what has the
run to do with motorsport you may
ask? Well, rather a lot, since this
year's entry of almost 500 pre-19056
vehicles, including three Gordon
Bennett Cup Napiers — which will
leave Hyde Park Corner from 0658
— Is, as ever, peppered with owner/
drivers who have competed, or still
do, in more modern machinery.

Among the best known are
Le Mans 24 Hours veterans Peter
Lumsden CBE - whose best result
in four starts was fifth in a Jaguar
E-type in '62, with Peter Sargent
— and Pink Floyd drummer Nick
Mason, for whom 18th in Dorset
Racing’s Lola T290/297 [which he
now owns] with Richard Jenvey,
Brian Joscelyne and team chief Tony
Birchenhough in '79, on the first of
his five appearances at La Sarthe,
was not topped. They drive an 1899

“As ever, this year’s
entry is peppered with

owner/drivers from
vintage, classic and

historic motorsport”
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The ‘h'alar.ﬁn Car Run |
= will have three Napiers
= for the first time in 2013 |

Locomobile steam car and 1901
Panhard-et-Levassor respectively.
Long-time Can-Am and Trans-Am
racer Monte Shelton is one of many
coming from the USA, while historic
racers Ben Cussons and Michael
Quinn (grandson of Jaguar founder
Sir William Lyons) are joined in the
RAC by former AUTOSPORT editor
Peter Foubister, now the club’s
motoring secretary.
Other familiar names from
the vintage, classic and histonc
motorsport world include Evert
and daughter ‘Queenie’ Louwman,
representing the wonderful Dutch
National Motor Museum, VSCC
president Tony Stephens, Dr Mark
Green, John Polson (in a 1904
Vulcan), John Keatley, Alex Classick
and Lord Irvine Laidlaw. Hillclimbers
Joy Rainey and Channel Islander
Geoffrey Grime are also on the list.
The public festivities start with
Saturday's Regent Street Motor
Show from 1030-1600. More than
300 cars will trace the history of
motoring over 125 years, from early
veterans through current supercars
to the transport of the future.
Among the exhibits is Drayson
Racing Technologies' astonishing
Lola B12 69/EV sports racer, which
set an FIA world electnc land speed
record of 205.139mph for the flying
mile at Elvington airfield last month.

Marcus

Pye

&'




FORMULA FORD FESTIVAL BRANDS HATCH,OCTOBER 26-27 BRSCC

FORMULA FORD ROOKIE NIALL MURRAY
came through to win a thrilling Kent
1600 final at the Festival, defeating a
fine field of more experienced racers.

The Dubliner, who switched from
Ginetta Juniors to a Formula Ford
Van Diemen RFogg for this season,
was supported by a strong Irish
contingent who, like everyone
present, welcomed the category’s
promotion to headline event for
the first time since 1992.

Former Festival winner Joey
Foster set the ball rolling with a
consummate lights-to-flag win in
the first heat after he wisely opted
for a wider, drier line on a very
slippery surface. Murray seemed set
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for second place until a clash with
Joev Bickers put him in the gravel at
Clearways, while the Californian —
one of the Team USA scholars —
raced on to be runner-up after his
first standing start, and his first
race in the rain.

Ballymena’s Ivor McCullough
was hoping for a hat-trick of Kent
Festival wins, but his Van Diemen
RFoo lacked pace in the wet and
he could only finish eighth.

The other Team USA driver, Jake
Eidson had his best times disallowed
in qualifying after he persistently put
four wheels off the track so he had to
start a wet heat two from the fourth
row. Nevertheless, the American put

i

his head down, picked off his rivals
and then, on lap seven of 12, he drove
all the way around Stephen Daly at
Clearways to take the lead.

Eidson went on to win by over
three seconds, while Oliver White just
pipped Jonathan McMullan for third.

Former Duratec Festival winner
Wayne Bovd had a frightening
moment at Graham Hill Bend while
he was leading the opening lap. His
toot slipped off the brake pedal and
hit the throttle and he careered
across the infield almost as far as the
paddock access road, but recovered
well to claim sixth position.

Foster shone again in the first
semi-final, sweeping around the

Boyd had an off in
his heat, but fought
back to claim a podium

Murray recovered from
an incident in his heat
to win on Festival debut

Rookie Murray wins a thriller

outside of the fast-starting Daly
towards the end of the first lap to
seize the lead. A little further back,
Team Canada scholarship driver
Scott Hargrove and McMullan

were challenging 2010 winner Neville
Smyth for third place. Once ahead,
US F2000 champion Hargrove set
his sights on Daly while Boyd

forged past McMullan.

A safety car period meant that
Foster’s useful lead was cut to zero,
but the double Festival winner
remained calm and soon pulled away
again from Hargrove. Towards the end
Bovd rallied with a duo of amazing
passes at Paddock, taking Daly and
Hargrove on successive laps. But
Foster was still 1.5 seconds ahead at
the finish as Daly trailed home third,
just ahead of Hargrove, McMullan,
Smyth and Ben Mitchell, the battling
group finishing nose to tail.

Noel Dunne, the 2006 Kent
Festival winner, started the second
semi from the third row but soon
caught and passed early pacesetters
Eidson and White. Eidson missed a
gear at Graham Hill Bend and lost
out to Murray and McCullough,
while White put on a spurt during
the race’s conclusion as he chased
the leader. At the finish he was just
two tenths adrift of Dunne. Murray
was a strong third, just ahead of
McCullough and Eidson.

The final was a real cracker. Dunne
started from pole and seized the
initiative, chased by Foster, White,
Boyd and Hargrove. But it soon
became clear that Foster was in

ALL PICS: GARY HAWKINS
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THE DURATEC FIGHT WAS ALL ABOUT
the battle between invaders from
across the North Sea, with
Dutchman Bart van Os taking

the spoils in both races.

Van Os led the semi-final
throughout, although team-mate
Max van Splunteren was always
either right behind or alongside. On
lap 13 of 15 van Splunteren broke his
nosecone when he dived for the
inside at Surtees, but continued.
Van Os crossed the line with
a two tenths advantage.

Dane Frederik Schandorff battled
with them at first but fell back
gradually to finish a lonely third.

The two Dutchmen resumed
their rivalry at the start of the final
and they were on target until they
were both passed at Druids on the

Van Os claims double and
Benelux title as rivals falter

first lap by Schandorff.

Much of the heat of the situation
dissipated when van Splunteren
outbraked himself at Paddock
and flew into the gravel, and it was
removed entirely when Schandorff
had to take to the grass to avoid a
spinning backmarker and was unable
to stop before nosing into the
tyre wall at Clearways.

Van Os had time to hit the brakes
on the asphalt and, once he recovered,
he raced on to victory, winning
the Benelux championship as well.

Abdul Ahmed came through to
second and set the fastest lap during
his pursuit. He would pick up a
10-second penalty for jumping the
start, but the result was not atfected.
Scharndorff recovered to finish
third, still ahead of Jason Down.

DURATEC & ZETEC FINAL (15 LAPS) 1 Bart van Os (Mygale
5)10); 2 Abdul Ahmed (Mypgale 5)10) +10.6685; 3 Frederik
Schandaorff (S)07); 4 Jason Down (S}07/GD); 5 Paul Sieljes
{S)OF); & Julian Hoskins (Vector TFS3). CW Eric Heudicourt
{Mygale 5)03); Hoskins. FL Ahmed 48.567s (89.53mph).

Van Os edged the
semi before easing
to final victory

SEMI-FINAL (15 LAPS)

1 van 0s; 2 Max van Splunteren (5/10] +0.199%;

3 Schandorff; 4 Down; 5 Thomas Craincourt (Mygale
Durateck; 6 Sieljes. CW Jo Zosso (Tatuus RC9Y)

FL van Splunteren 48.242< (90.14mph).

trouble: White squeezed past on
the inside at Graham Hill Bend and
then next time round Boyd did the
same thing at the same place. Then
Murray passed Foster as well, so
the weekend’s double winner found
himself back in sixth place after
only four laps.

After a short safety car period,
White slid wide at Druids and lost
second place to Murray, Then Dunne
took to the grass at Druids and fell
back to third place behind Murray
and White. In the latter half of the
race Foster picked up his pace as well
as several places, but his late bid
ended in the gravel at Clearways,
while Hargrove dropped back when
his damper cover flew off and
upset the airflow over the car.

Up at the sharp end Boyd moved
up to second place and began to
close in on Murray, but a high-speed
flirtation with the gravel at Paddock
put him back behind White again.
Nevertheless the Irishman refused to
give up: on the last lap he snatched
second place from White at Paddock
and then chased Murray across the
line, less than two seconds down.

Hargrove was a close fourth, just

Foster starred
early on but
faded in final

ahead of Eidson, McCullough,
Dunne, Daly and McMullan.

On the podium, White was a
shade disconsolate — “I’m a bit
disappointed, especially after such
a good start” — while Boyd was more
relieved to be in contention than
anything else. “I made a big mistake
vesterday,” he admitted, “but
we fought hard.”

As the man of the hour, Murray
was naturally ecstatic. “I can’t believe
it,” he said. “The lads worked hard on
the car all week. I didn’t realise I could
win until I saw the chequered flag.”

In the historic final for pre-1990
machines, polesitter James Buckton
made the best start, but suddenly
he was swamped on either side by
McMullan and Richard Tarling as
they approached Druids for the first
time. Next time round McMullan
found better traction out of Graham
Hill Bend and outdragged Tarling
to seize the lead.

Once in front the Irishman was
able to ease away to beat Tarling by
eight seconds. Klaus-Dieter Hackel
was a lonely third, ahead of Buckton
and Christopher Stones.

@ Kerry Dunlop

Final class winner
McMullan also took
Historic standalone

R adiat or Ser

Team USA
pair showed well
in the heats
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FORMULA FORD 1600 KENT FINAL (20 LAPS)

1 Niall Murray (Van Diemen RF99); 2 Wayne Boyd

{Van Diemen RFOZ) +1.932s; 3 Oliver White (Van Diemen
RFOL); 4 Scott Hargrave (Ray GROB/QS), 5 |ake Eidson

(Ray GR12); 6 Ivor McCullough (Van Diemen RFOO);

7 Noel Dunne (Van Diemen RFO1); 8 Stephen Daly (Ray
GR11); 9 Jonathan McMullan {(Mondiale MB3S5); 10 joey
Foster {Ray GR10). Class winners McMullan; Richard Tarling
(Van Diemen RF80). FL Bayd 505575 (B6.01mph).

HEAT 1 (12 LAPS) 1 Foster; Z |oey Bickers {Ray GRDE/09)
+3.278s; 3 Neville Smyth (Ray GR509); 4 Zacharie Robichon
(Ray GRO&/09); 5 Hargrove: & Murray, CW Klaus-Dieter
Hackel {Van Diemen RFERY; Tarling; Ian |eary {Dulon LDG)

FL Foster 1mD0.688s (71.65mph).

HEAT 2 (12 LAPS) 1 Eidson; 2 Daly +3.395s; 3 White;

4 McMullan; 5 Dunne; & Boyd. CW McMullan; James Buckton
(Elden Mk8); Kevin Howell (PRS RHO1), FL Sean Doyle

(Van Diemen RFOQ) 1m00.970s {(71.32mph).

SEMI-FINAL 1 (15 LAPS) 1 Foster: 2 Boyd +1.695s;

3 Daly; 4 Hargrowve; 5 McMullan; & Smyth, CW McMullan;
Tarling, FL Ben Mitchell (Van Diemen RF99) 52,3265
{83.10mph).

SEMI-FINAL 2 (15 LAPS) 1 Dunne; 2 White +0.200s;

3 Murray; 4 McCullough; 5 Eidson; 6 Bickers.

CW Buckton; Concr Murphy {(Van Diemen RFE3); Philip
Artwood (Crossle 32F), FL Eidson 50.612s (85.92mph).
HISTORIC FF1600 FINAL (15 LAPS) 1 McMullan;

{Van Diemen RF38); & James Hagan (Reynard B8FF).
CW Tarling; Buckton. FL McMullan 53.289s {81.60mph).

2 Tarling +8.992s; 3 Hackel; 4 Buckton; &5 Christopher Stones

LI,

Murray celebrates

. his Festival successl
i 3 ' B I
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THE K&N RANGE
OF PERFORMANCE
INDUCTION KITS

Completely Replaces Factory Airbox
Virtually Eliminates Air Tract Restriction

Includes K&N High Flow, Washable & Reusable Air Filter
That Will Last Up to 100,000 Miles Between Cleanings

Easy to Fit With Our Step by Step fitting instructions
Backed by the Famous Million Mile Warranty From K&N

GUARANTEED ENGINE
L]

HORSEPOWER
EASES

WWW.KNFILTERS.CO.UK

K&N Filters (Europe) Ltd. John Street, Warrington Cheshire, N
United Kingdom WA2 7UB, Phone: 01925 636 950, Fax: 01925 418 948, *
E-maik uk sales@knfilters.com THE WORLD'S BEST AIR FILTER

THE BIGGEST
CHAMPIONSHIPS YET!

Y - Prices ore £180 per Endurance Round ond £165 per Heots Round

Cumulative Loyalty Discount of 2.5% for each round entered.

A full season of Heats Racing for £1476 or Enduro Racing
for £1610 inc VAT

Feb 17th Daytona MK
Mar 17th Daytona SP
Apr 2] st PF International
May 1%th Rye House
Jun 16th Lydd
Jul 21st Bayford Meadows
Aug 18th Whilton Mill
Sep 15th Red Ledge
Oct 20th Daytona MK
Nov 17th Daytona SP
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Napolitano won the
second of two packed |
- Fiesta Class C races

i i T —

Fiestas thrill with bumper entry

A HOST OF FIESTA RACES HEADED AN
entertaining Formula Ford Festival
support package at Brands Hatch.

Andrew Foley seemed to be set for
victory in the first Fiesta 5Si race until
a safety car intervention. Soon after
racing resurned he slid a fraction
wide at Clearways and was promptly
mugged by a gang comprising
Andrew Taylor, Daniel Holland
and Joe Ferguson. Taylor had made
contact with Foley and he was
subsequently penalised, so Holland
won from Foley and Taylor.

Next time out Foley seized the
initiative from Holland, but it was
Lee Napolitano who hit the front
at the start of lap two. Despite
gear-selection problems Napolitano
went on to win from Holland.
Ferguson came through to finish third
after a tremendous scrap with the
Foley brothers Andrew and Matthew.

A sharp shower shortly before
Saturday’s Irish Fiesta race made the
track really greasy, but polesitter John
Denning started perfectly to lead

o Patrick Sherrington ' =
| won the Sports 2000 &8
*| Duratec encounter £

Sean Lillis. Then James Turkington
took command until lap seven of 13
when he flipped over harmlessly

at Paddock. Towards the end Lillis
slipped past Denning and went on to
win by almost a second. Stephen and
Jamesy Hagan finished third and
fourth respectively.

On Sunday a cracking lead battle
between Lillis and Denning was
negated by a five-second penalty for
both for overenthusiastic use of the
pgrass, so Jamesy Hagan was awarded
the win. Lillis and Denning were
classified second and third.

David Abbott held on to win a
thrilling first Fiesta Class A, B and
> race by a length, despite strong
opposition from James Appleby. His
rival seized the lead briefly, but lost it
again when he slid very sideways at
Graham Hill Bend. Andrew Mitchell
passed Al Daly on the penultimate
lap to claim third place.

The second race lost several
runners when three cars ended up
in the gravel at the first corner,

HAWEINS

including that of front-row starter
Appleby. Mitchell made good his
escape and raced on to victory ahead
of Jack Williams. Abbott had also
been involved in the earlier incident,
but he recovered well to finish
fourth, inches behind Daly.

Robert Cox led all the way in the
first Fiesta Junior race, but it was
no easy victory as his windscreen
was badly misted. Alex Reed surged
past Rory Collingbourne and James
Ross on the same lap, but he was
subsequently relegated to third
place behind Ross for passing under
vellows. On Sunday Cox had to give
best to new champion Ross, who
went on to win from Collingbourne
and Ben Wilcox.

A running battle between Michael
Gibbins and Chris Snowdon took
centre stage in two of the three
Sports 2000 encounters.

At the start of the Historic race the
Lola T'sgo of Gibbins stormed away
and opened up a gap of 2.5 seconds
after only one lap. But Snowdon, who

had stalled at the start in his Tiga
SC8o, staged a great recoverv. He
began to lap quicker than the leader
and then splashed past on the last
lap to snatch victory. Clive Steeper
was a distant third in his Tiga.

On Sunday, in the Pinto race, it
was Snowdon who began to pull away
in the rain, but as the track dried
Gibbins stepped up his pace, passed
the wet-shod Snowdon and pulled
away to win, Damian Griffin made
good progress to finish third.

Snowdon praised his rival’s
“sood win” afterwards, adding: “He’s
almost 40 vears vounger than me!”

There was a messy start to the
Duratec Sports 2000 race when
several cars cannoned off each other
in their struggle for traction. Patrick
Sherrington was the first to emerge
from the melee and over the next
half-hour he simply drove away
to win by 4.5 seconds. Robert
Oldershaw and Craig Mitchell chased
him on their way to the podium.

@ Kerry Dunlop

FORD FIESTA € (15 LAPS) 1 Daniel Holland: 2 Andrew
Faley +0,507s; 3 Andrew Taylor; 4 Lee Napalitang;

5 Matthew Foley; 6 Joe Ferguson. Fastest lap Holland
562375 (77.32mph). RACE 2 (21 LAPS) 1 Napolitano;

2 Holland +1.369%; 3 Fergusan; &4 A Foley; 5 David Grady;
&M Faley. FL Holland 56.131s (77.47mph).

IRISH FIESTA TROPHY (13 LAPS) 1 Sean Lillis; 2 John
Denning +0.533s: 3 Stephen Hagan; 4 Jamesy Hagan;

5 Philip Lawless; & lan Beatty. FL Richard Livingstone
1m11.339s {60.95mph). RACE 2 (15 LAPS) 1 ] Hagan;

2 Lillis +2.174s; 3 Denning: 4 John Boland; 5 David
Yamamota; 6 Paul Magill. FL Lillis 1m02.907s (69.12mph).
FORD FIESTAA.B& D (BOTH 19 LAPS) 1 David Abbott;
2 James Appleby +0.3995; 3 Andrew Mitchell; 4 Al Daly;
5 lack Williams; & Alan Donnelly. Class winners Mitchell;
Ken Baternan, FL Williams 1m02.319s (69,77 mph).

RACE 2 1 Mitchell; 2 Williams <0.8%8%; 3 Daly; 4 Abbott;
5 Tim Bennett; & lan Scruton. CW Daly: Bateman.

FL Abhott 58.318s (74.56mph).

FIESTA JUNIOR (BOTH 18 LAPS) 1 Robert Cox: 2 James

Ross +2.497s: 3 Alex Reed: 4 Rory Collingbourne;

& Ben Wilcox; & Michael Higgs. FL Wilcox 1m03.251s
(68.75mph). RACE 2 1 Ross; 2 Collingbourne +2.353s;

3 Wilcox; 4 Aaron Thampson; 5 Higgs; 6 Thomas Grundy.
FL Ross 576445 (75.43mph),

SPORTS 2000 HISTORIC (19 LAPS) 1 Chris Snowdon
(Tiga SC80); 2 Michael Gibbins (Lola TS90) +0.788s5;

3 Clive Steeper (Tiga SCRO); 4 Michael Bischoff (Tiga
SCR0); 5 Lars Johansson (Tiga SCBO); & Mike Barnby
{Tiga SC8O). FL Snowdon 1m02.021s {70.11mph).

PINTO (26 LAPS) 1 Gibbins; 2 Snowdon <30.314s;

3 Damian Griffin {Lola TA98); 4 Johanszon; 5 Colin
Feyerabend (Lola T90/90); & Mark Powell (Tiga SC&4).
CW Griffin; Feyerabend, FL Gibhins 52,0225 (83,59 mph).
DURATEC (31 LAPS) 1 Patrick Sherrington (MCR):

2 Robert Oldershaw (Gunn T511) <5.169s; 3 Craig Mitchell
(Lola TSE/90); & Tom Stoten (Gunn TSEB); 5 Justin Everitt
(March O9/R): & Nick Bacon (T511). CW Mitchell:

|ohn Owen {MCR |, Roger Donnan (Crossle 95).

FL Sherringtan 47.457s (91.63mph).
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SENSATIONAL FINISHES IN BOTH THE
Scratch and Handicap classifications
will enshrine the 750 Motor Club’s
2013 Holly Birkett Memorial Six
Hour Relay race — the first with

a capacity entry of 70 teams on
Silverstone’s Grand Prix circuit —

as arguably the greatest in a

series dating back to 19s1.

The quest of 366 competitors to
cover the greatest distance was laced
with drama. Six hours before its
scintillating climax, it started with
The Free Radicals’ Martin Brooks
being pushed off pole position when
his engine refused to refire, leaving
Darcy Smith to go from pitlane.
There he was joined by Steve
Harris from 2012 winners Saker
Sportscars/Team JPR, who had

BIRKETT SIX HOURRELAY SILVERSTONE HISTORIC GP,OCTOBER 26 750MC

) Radicals triump

arrived late at the assembly area.

Dave Brodie’s Harrow Car Club
VW Vento was clobbered by a
spinner on the busy opening lap, in
which Mark Ticehurst made up 38
places in Mazda Motors UK’s MXs5,
the progress of which was being
broadcast live. Also flying was Will
Burns in Academy Motorsport’s
Ginetta Gss.

Aaron Bailey led for The Third
Radicals, but multiple 7s0MC
champion Tim Gray was after him
for Inspires and howled his works
Bike Sport-spec GT3 ahead. The
same pair would slug it out for glory
in a mesmerising final half-hour —
during which Gray cut a 10smph best
lap — but much occurred in between.

Spire constructor Paul Nightingale’s

IHESRE Fawh o eoa P840
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Mazda Motors MX5
:harged up the order
in the early stages

h in epic finale

pit was the scene of some frenetic
action. Having lost John Cutmore’s
GT3 against the Hangar Straight
barrier following an ill-starred
attemnpt to pass slower cars off-line
in the damp stuff, the team was
reliant on Jonathan Thackray after
Alastair Boulton filled his car with
gravel and Gray’s chain was changed.

The Third Radicals’ SR3 was not
without its troubles. While Oliver
Cox, Doug Carter and Lee Bailey
furthered its challenge, Charles
Harvey-Kelly did just one lap before
he returned stuck in gear and was
retired, forcing a reshuffle, but
everything boiled down to a
grandstand finish.

Inspires were frantically calling
Boulton in to get Gray back into the
fray, and with 26 minutes remaining
Tim screamed out, just over 60
seconds behind Aaron Bailey. Driving
like the wind, he halved the deficit in
five laps, halved it again to 12.8s in
another two and was under the red
car’s wing onto lap 144.

Exploiting the Spire’s
extraordinary handling — “with
1500cc to my 1000cc he left me out
of every corner” — Gray dived past
in the middle of Becketts, but Bailey
retaliated and they ambushed Jason
Holyhead’s BMW M3 on both
sides leaving Luffield.

On what everybody thought was
the last lap — the result was declared

: Tim Gray's Spire GT3
' led at the start and - on
the road = at the finish

when the final car finished inside six
hours, one earlier — Bailey lunged
inside Gray into Village. “He came in
too fast, from too far back, so I cut
back underneath him on the exit, but
took a knock in the rear corner at the
left-hander [ The Loopl,” said Tim,
who was overjoved to take the
chequered flag, even though he
knew the result... Bailey didn’t!
Unbeknown to him, Inspires had
a 30-second penalty for Thackray
overtaking under yellows. “That’s
why I raced Tim,” said Aaron. “We
were abreast through the complex
and had a little bang, which was
my fault, but what a finish.”
Gray agreed: “It was awesome. One
of the best last laps I've ever had.”
Super-competitive Birkett-
hardened Caterham teams comprised
much of the entry as usual. Nearly
Six Sevens, headed-by Luke
Stevens’s bewinged CSR, Richard and
Pascal Green’s Racing Greens, and
Doug Newman’s doughty Gold Arts
quartet (led off by Chris Porritt,
who jetted in from Tesla Motors
in California for his annual *fix”)
were the quickest.
Gold Arts’ effort imploded
after Newman crashed out and
Jon Schneider’s engine blew. They
slumped to ninth, but would not
have caught Stevens, Kevin Williams,
Keith Dunn and Peter Ratcliff
who deserved third, Luke having

5:STEVE JONES
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Stevens headed 'the-

: HEHI‘F!‘ Six Sevens
" charge to third

overhauled the Sakers, delayed only

when Paul Rose picked up a puncture.

Five laps behind the winners,
Racing Greens landed a brilliant fifth,
pipping The Free Radicals and 2012
runners-up The Hart Attacks, whose
Rover K-powered Clubmans were
again giantslayers, despite their
30-minute fuel range. Given that all
its young guns hit trouble — Alex
Champkin pitting with a chattering
splitter, ‘Michmissile’ Hayward
stopping with a smashed visor, and a
dead battery stranding “Wid’ Pickering
late on — seventh was a good result.

Best of the pure tin-top teams was
Kumho BMW in a solid 1oth, but
Team SEAT (with its rorty Toledos
and a Cupra Cup model) did as many
laps and finished 70 seconds after
the Ma3s, in the slipstream of
The Six Signatures Caterhams.

The Handicap competition — for
which Colin Ayre had scoured known
performances to extrapolate team
targets with the object of equalising
their chances of winning — is more
complex. ‘Scratch’team The Free
Radicals would count just its laps,
but Smarts 4 You Racing effectively
started 38 ahead and the rest had
credit laps somewhere in between.

Previous winners RAFMSA Team
Flywheel led initially through Darren
Berris’s demon wet stint in his
Westfield V8. The Regency/TBR
Racing Citroen Saxo quartet — Stock
Hatch champion Tom Bell, runners-
up Shayne and Lee Deegan and
Nathan Saunders — and The Golfers
had the veterans in their sights,
however, sweeping past as it dried.

For more than half the race the
Golf GTI squad, with AUTOSPORT"s
sportscar racing guru Garv Watkins
fresh from Fuji, held a tenuous lead
(never more than a lap), but just
before five hours the ‘Saxophonists’
moved to the front and held on
to land the coveted prize.

Theirs was a remarkable story, for
having entered the event late, on a
whim, the three novice circuit racers
and second-vear man Bell hit a major
snag along the way. Lee Deegan was
stranded early in the third hour when
his gearbox expired, while Andy
Southcott hit the oil and rolled his
MG Midget, wrecking its new

Man on a Mission in a Mazda

Britcar 24 Hours veteran Trooper Jimmy Gilborn
helped Mission Motorsport, The Forces' Motorsport
Charity, to 27th on handicap in this Mazda MX5 Mk1

Rookies are handicap victors in Stock Hatch tin-tops

Tom Bell, Shayne Deegan, Lee Deegan and Nathan Saunders, who finished
1-2-3-4 in this year's Stock Hatch championship, contested their first Birkett
Relay and scooped the big prize in their fleet of Citroen Saxos

CLUB AUTOSPORT

Former winner returns with Saker RAPX sportscar
Last year's Birkett scratch-winning Saker Sportscars team brought the
latest, sleeker, RAPX version of the Subaru-powered GT for UK agent
Paul Rose to drive at Silverstone. Rose sold a car on Friday's test day

Sebring nose but escaping injury.
The crippled Citroen was towed
back to the pits where dad John
Deegan and spannerman Ricky
changed the ’box and got Lee out
for the final stint. At the flag, with
the result as yet confirmed, the car

conked out and he coasted to Copse.

“The battery light had been on
for 10 or 12 minutes, but I wasn’t
stopping for anything,” he said

ecstatically at the prizegiving.

Team Trophy Tidee Boys — a
tri-marque band including big South
African Clint Compaan in a home-
brewed SEAT Leon Cupra S —
covered as many actual circuits as the
winners but had one credit lap fewer.
Once the handicaps had been applied,
with 39 minutes of safety car
operation (three four-lap interludes)
factored in, they were second.

Simon Cripps

==

Y raced ex-Pete

Collis MGBVS

64TH BIRKETT SIX HOUR RELAY SCRATCH

1 The Third Radicals: Aaron & Lee Bailey (SR3),
Oliver Cox (SR4), Doug Carter (PR&), Charles
Harvey-Kelly (SR3), 144 laps in 5h58m04.79s;

2 Inspires: Tim Gray, john Cutmare, Alastair Boulton,
lohn Thackray {Spire GT3s) 144; 3 Nearly Six Sevens:
Luke Stevens (Caterham CSR); Peter Ratcliff, Kevin
Williams, Keith Dunn (Caterham 400s) 143; 4 Saker
Sportscars/Team |PR: Paul Rose (Saker RAPK), Steve
Harris, Mark Burton, Graham Pattle (Saker GTs) 143;

& Racing Greens: Richard Green (Caterham CSR), Pascal
Green, Barney Priar, Bill Hailstone {Caterham C400s)
138; & The Free Radicals: Gary Ramsdale (SR3 RS)
Martin Braaks {PRG), Josh & Darcy Smith (SR4); Gary
Paterson, Richard Hardie {SR3s) 138; 7 The Hart Attacks:
Barry Webh (Mallock Mk23h), Peter Richings {Mallock
MikIOPR), Alex Champkin {Vision V84); Howard Payne
(GEM 08), Michelle Hayward (Mallock Mk27), 'Wid®
Pickering (Mallock Mk27EBX) 138; 8 All 5orts: Carl
Woodwiss (Caterham R300), Ben Shalders, Meil Hinson
(Caterham 7s), Torm Wehb (BMW E36 M3} 135; © Gold
Arts: Chris Porritt, John Schneider, Julian Lay & Doug
Mewman (Caterham 7s) 135: 10 Kumho BMW: Caolin
Whitmaore, Nigel French, Stephen Pearson, James Card,
|agneet Bhamra {M3s) 134.

HANDICAP 1 Regency/TBR Racing: Tom Bell, Lee

& Shayne Deegan, Mathan Saunders (Citroen Saxo
VTRs) 153 laps (126+27 credit); 2 Team Trophy Tidee
Boys: Lecn Bidgway & Steve Baker (Toyota MR2 Turbo),
Matthew Weymouth & Adam McKeever (BMW 328i),
Mike Marais & Clint Compaan (SEAT Leon Cupra R) 152
(126+26); 3 The Golfers: Gary Watkins, Paul Blackburn,
Paul Fareman, Richard Sifleet, Chris Webh {VW Golf GTI
Mi2<] 152 (123+29); 4 Jagnuts: Chris Boon, Chris Palmer,
Sam & Sam W Clarke, Lawrence & Richard Coppuck
{laguar X)5s) 151 (126+25); 5 Six Signatures: [im
Needham (Caterham Tracksport), Chris Bingham, Wes
Foux, Mike Hart, lohn Toshack, Spencer Horgan (Caterham
Supersports) 151 {134+ 17}, 6 Smarts 4 You Racing:
|ames Palmer, Ashley Craig, David Mash, Martyn
Clatworthy (Smart For Twos) 151 (115+36); 7 Dawn GP:
David Bryant; Rob Barnett; Steve Lumley; Mark Jessop,
Malcolm Edeson {Toyota MR2 Mik2s) 150 (125+25);

8 The Roadies: Alex Gurr, Tristan judge, Scott Lawrence,
|ason Gale, Zoltan Csabai, Tom Woodcock {Caterham 7s)
150 (127+23): 9 Kumho BMW 150 (134+16); 10 Four
Corners: Stephen Kimber, Vicky Pickles, James
McAllister, Paul Bryant (Locosts) 150 {121+29).

Class winners Team Trophee Tidee Boys; Kumhbo BMW,
Inspires; 750 Formula Fire Engines: Andrew Lake {Darvi
a10), Bill Rutter (Darvi MKSE), Mick Harriz (Darvi 877),
Chris Gough {CGR Evo2), Billy Albone (Batten 3), Sue
Harris {Darvi Mk5/97). Fastest lap Tim Gray {Spire GT3)
2mi04.49s (105.26mph),

. The entry |

z & listwasan
S —= - eclectic mix |
—ax A B

The Golfers were delighted with
third, and Jagnuts (which lost Richard
Coppock’s XJS against the pitwall in
practice, thus he shared his dad’s)
equally so with fourth place.

Sixth was a fine reward for the
intrepid Smart racers, grateful that
the crosswinds remained light,
while Kumho BMW had the unique
distinction of making both top 10s.
® Marcus Pye
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SNETTERTON 300,0CTOBER 26-27 MSVR

COLIN NOBLE JR WRAPPED UP THE
Radical SRa Cup title with an
unflustered lights-to-flag win in
race one as MSVR put on a bumper
programme at Snetterton.

Despite the interruption of the
safety car, Noble held firm to take
the inaugural SR1 crown. Leading
the chasing pack was Ginetta Junior
frontrunner Will Palmer, making his
transition to senior racing. He looked
at home from the start, pegging
Noble’s lead to a few seconds on
his way to a fine second.

MNoble won again in the second leg,
but not without a fight from Palmer,
who twice took the lead before Noble
finally edged away to win again.
Behind them, Sir Chris Hoy looked
on course for his first podium finish,
only for Dan Vaughan to surge past
late on and snatch the place.

After a race stoppage triggered
by a collision between Paul Taylor’s
fast-starting Golf and Dave Carvell’s
Scirocco, the opening VAG Trophy
race was restricted to just five laps.

On the restart, polesitter and VW
Racing Cup champion Aaron Mason
took a comfortable win in his Scirocco.

Meanwhile, Class A points leader
Josh Caygill overtook Stewart Lines
round the outside of Oggies to take
second overall and keep his hopes
of lifting the overall title alive. The
odds, however, still favoured Class B
pacesetter James Dowding, who
cemented his chances with an
emphatic class win in his Mk4 Golf.

Race two started off in frenetic
fashion, with Taylor, Caygill and
Mason racing nose to tail. Caygill
and Mason eventually edged clear
to dispute the lead, with the latter
surging up the inside at Coram to
head the last lap, just holding on
to win by a fraction.

Although second place ensured
Caygill the Class A crown, it was the
promising Dowding who clinched
the overall VAG Trophy in his first
full vear of car racing.

The F3 Cup reached its conclusion
with a double-header that enjoved

s o e o W
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not only the climax of the title
fight, but also a visit from a trio of
Macau-bound professional racers.
As last vear, Antonio Felix da Costa
needed an F3 outing to qualify him
for an entry to the prestigious
international event, with fellow
Red Bull Junior Carlos Sainz Jr
and Lotus Formula 1-supported
Esteban Ocon following suit.
However, while Sainz headed da
Costa to win race one on the road,
the real race was behind them, with
three drivers in contention to secure
the F3 Cup title. Alex Craven, Alice
Powell and Tristan Cliffe were all in
with a chance, but Cliffe’s points
deficit meant he needed his rivals to
encounter problems if he was to keep
his hopes alive. Despite finishing
fourth, Cliffe had points leader Craven
just one place behind, meaning his
hopes of the crown had all but ended.
The sequel started dramatically,
with collisions on the grid triggered
when da Costa stalled. It left his
broken car and those of Robbie Watts
and Tony Bishop stranded on the
grid, and the race red flagged. With
all three unable to make the restart,
Cliffe took advantage to get a
storming start. He leapfrogged Sainz
to lead into Riches. Sadly; it all went
wrong for Cliffe from there, as Sainz,
sped past on the Bentley Straight to
claim top spot. Cliffe then slid off
and into retirement at Coram.
Thereafter, Sainz pulled away with
ease. With da Costa’s damaged car
sidelined, and Ocon not starting the
second race, an impressive Henry

Noble leads Palmer

on his way to a double

and the SR1 title

Noble races to first SR1 crown

Chart took charge of second place
ahead of Craven, for whom a podium
finish was enough to wrap up the title.

An early switch from wet tyres
to slicks by Peter Belshaw in drying
conditions ultimately proved decisive
in the first SR3 Challenge race.
Belshaw was one of only a few
who chose dry rubber, and it paid
off handsomely when he came in
again to hand over to team-mate Phil
Keen on lap seven. “Phil went out
with nice warm tyres and brakes
— I think I did the hard work!” joked
Belshaw afterwards. Keen surged
through the field and into a winning
lead three laps from home.

There were no showers or safety
cars to interrupt race two, allowing
runaway points leader Bradley Smith
to notch up yet another win.

The Golf GTI championship came
down to a tense conclusion, with
ex-touring car racer Harry Vaulkhard
among the trio in with a shout. He
had his work cut out in both races,
however, with reigning champion
Jamie Martin and Class 1 leader
Andrew Aldridge ranged against him.

Race one started in dramatic
fashion, with midfield collisions
into Oggies on the opening lap
leaving Aldridge’s car and title hopes
seriously dented. Luckily for him, the
race was quickly halted, and he got
his car back to the pits in time have
it repaired and ready for the restart.

Despite his pace, Vaulkhard knew
he had a battle on his hands from the
start, as former karter Jason Tingle
and the fast-starting Dan Gibbs both

ALL PICS: RICHARDSTYLES



passed him in short order. Unfazed,
Vaulkhard reclaimed second, before
sweeping to the front with a terrific
move into Hamilton. Further back,
Aldridge kept his title hopes on track
with a remarkable drive through the
field to finish second in class. By
contrast, Martin’s hopes all but ended
after retiring with engine problems.
The race one result left Aldridge
just needing a decent finish in the
finale for the overall title. While
Tingle proved untouchable at the
front, Aldridge did enough by
winning his class. Despite having to
fend off a feisty Gibbs for second,
Vaulkhard secured the Class Two title.
Adam Gore’s impressive Elise
Trophy form continued in the final

S N e g S B

| BTCC racer Onslow-Cole :{;;%i
: won both Atom = ""R"-i-;‘:s-t -

~. encounters -

Tingle (65) came
out on top in the

second Golf race

double-header of the season, as he
and Andrew Bentley shared a win
apiece. Gore came out on top in race
one after a terrifically close battle
with Bentley and Craig Denman.

Despite the top 10 qualifying
positions from race one being
reversed for the sequel, Bentley
and Gore reached the top two
places inside a couple of laps.
Although Gore pressed hard for
a way past, Bentley’s resistance
held firm, and he took the flag
three-tenths ahead.

Touring car star Tom Onslow-Cole
tried his hand at the wheel of an
Ariel Atom, winning both outings
in the guest car for the Atom Cup
despite determined opposition from
Silverstone winner Andrew Smith.

Jesper Westerholm and Lewis Plato
took a win apiece in the pair of
Radical Clubman’s Cup races, each
doing enough to secure the PR6
and SR3 class titles respectively.
Westerholm’s slender points
advantage also ensured that he
won the overall title.

@ Oliver Timson

CLUB AUTOSPORT

Kershaw and Yusuf outlast Lotus

rivals in enduro race of attrition

THE CHASE FOR RACE VICTORY AND
championship honours in the

Lotus UK Cup’s two-hour night
race proved to be survival of the
fittest, with mechanical gremlins
taking their toll on the frontrunners.

For the first half hour the top
three remained relatively stable,
with Steve Train’s 2-Eleven heading
the Exige of Benji Hetherington,
Ken Savage’s 2-Eleven and Jamie
Stanley’s Exige. Behind them,
though, some of their main
opposition was falling away.

First, Marcus Jewell’s surge up
the order from row four on the grid
to fifth was undone by a long stop
to fix a throttle problem on his
2-Eleven, and Rob Fenn'’s progress
to fourth place was abruptly ended
when his Exige’s engine cut out
and left him stranded on track. The
car was eventually towed back in,
and made it back into the race for
much of the last hour, but was well
out of contention.

Third-placed Savage was next to
fall, with electrical problems forcing
his retirement, followed shortly
after by long-time leader Train, who

The winning Evora

chases the leaders
early on at Snett

lost drive and retired just short
of half-distance.

While others suffered, the
immaculate Evora driven by Gavan
Kershaw steadily ascended the
order. Having taken the wheel from
team-mate Ossv Yusuf on lap 21in
eighth place, Kershaw surged to the
lead by lap 29 and stayed ahead to
the finish, one lap clear of a trio of
Exiges in second to fourth.

Fifth-placed Simon Deacon’s
class victory brought him this
year’s 2-Eleven class and the overall
UK Cup title.

RESULTS (2 HOURS: 51 LAPS)

1 Ossy Yusuf/Gavan Kershaw (Evora GT4).

2 Adam Knight/Adam Balon {Exige V& Cup) -1 lap;

3 Benji Hetheringtan/Freddie Hetherington {Exige 51);

4 Paul McNeilly/B] Chong (Exige S1); 5 Simon Deacon
(2-Eleven); 6 |eff Mileham/Steve Guglielmi (Exige 51).
CW Hetherington/Hetheringtan; Deacon; Dave Carr/Craig
Denman {Elise 52 111R); Jamie Stanley {Exige Cup).

FL Steve Train (2-Eleven) 2m05.1265 (85.41mph).

Deacon secured
= UK Cup title

Y

RADICAL 5R1 CUP (BOTH 10 LAPS)

1 Colin Moble Jr; 2 Will Palmer +4.814s; 3 Robert Almand,
&4 Dan Vaughan; 5 Brian Caudwell; & Chris Hoy. Fastest lap
Noble 1m58.6345 (90.09mph ).

RACE 2 1 Noble; 2 Palmer +4.060s; 3 Vaughan; 4 Hoy;

5 Almand; & Caudwell. FL Noble 1m38.901s (89.89mph).
VAG TROPHY (5 LAPS) 1 Aaron Mason; 2 |ash Caygill
(Golf GTI Mk5) +5.244s; 3 Stewart Lines (Golf GTI Mk5);

4 Paul Taylor (Golf R32 Mk4); 5 Joe McMillan (SEAT Leon
Cupra R M2); 6 Tony Absolam (VW Golf Van R32).

Class winners Caygill; James Dowding {Gaolf GTI Mkd4).

FL Mason 2m10.667s (81.79mph).

RACE 2 (7 LAPS) 1 Mason: 2 Caygill +0.093s; 3 Taylor;

& McMillan; 5 Simon Tomlinson (Golf GTi Mk5); 6 Ken Larlk
(Corracla). CW Caygill; Dowding, FL Mason 2m11.418s
(81.32mph).

F3 CUP (12 LAPS) 1 Carlos Sainz Jr (Dallara F308);

2 Antonio Felix da Costa {Dallara F312) +0.8509s;

3 Esteban Ocon (Dallara FI05/6): 4 Tristan Cliffe

(Duallara F307); 5 Alex Craven (Dallara F307); 6 Henry
Chart {Dallara F302). CW Cliffe; Olly Rae {Dallara F301).

FL Sainz 1m&3.711s (103.05mph}

RACE 2 (9 LAPS) 1 Sainz; 2 Chart +32.707s; 3 Craven;
4 Alice Powell {Dallara F307); 5 Rae; 6 Mark Harrison
{Dallara F306). CW Chart; Rae. FL 5ainz 1m45.060%
{101.73mph}.

RADICAL SR3 CHALLENGE (15 LAPS)

1 Peter Belshaw/Phil Keen; 2 Andy Cummings/Bradley
Ellis +5.401s; 3 Bradley Smith; &4 James Abbatt; 5 Tam
|ordan/Alex Kapadia; 6 Tom Ashton/Rob Garofall.

FL Keen 1m51.150s (96.15mph).

RACE 2 (19 LAPS) 1 Smith; 2 Cummings/Ellis +6.838s;
3 |ordanfKapadia; 4 Belshaw/Keen; 5 Ashton/Garofall:

& | Abbott. FL Smith 1m50.491s (96.82mph).

VW GOLF GTI (7 LAPS) 1 Harry Vaulkhard; 2 |azon Tingle
+0.612s; 3 Chris Skipp; 4 Simon Gusterson; 5 [an Carvell;
6 Dan Gibbs. CW Adrian Ward. FL Skipp 2m22.318s
{75.09mph). RACE 2 (5 LAPS) 1 Tingle; 2 Vaulkhard
+3,6285; 3 Gibbs; 4 |James Bark; 5 Gusterson; 6 Skipp;
CW Andrew Aldriclge. FL Bark 2m 21.997s (75.26mph).
LOTUS ON TRACK ELISE TROPHY (8 LAPS)

1 Adam Gore (52); 2 Andrew Bentley (51} +0.133s;

3 Craig Denman {52 111R}; 4 Martin Wills {S1);

5 Dave Carr (52 111R); 6 |ason Baker {52 111R).

FL Bentley 2m11.995s (80.97mph]

RACE 2 (7 LAPS) 1 Bentley; 2 Gore +0.260s; 3 Neil
Stothert (S1); & Carr; 5 Nigel Hannam {51); 6 John
LaMaster (52). FL Gore 2m11.859s {81.05mph).

ATOM CUP (BOTH 10 LAPS) 1 Tom Onslow-Cole;

2 Andrew Smith +2.2345; 3 Nick Whitehead; 4 Paul Dankin;
5 Stuart Drewell; & Richard Marler. FL Onslow-Cole
2m06.668s (B4.73mph),

RACE 2 1 Onslow-Cole; 2 Smith +3.347s; 3 Whitehead;

& Donking 5 Marler: 6 Jonathan Lek. FL Onslow-Cale
2mi05.9665 (84.84mph) establishes record

RADICAL CLUBMAN'S CUP (10 LAPS)

1 Jesper Westerholm (PR6); 2 Lewis Plata (SR3) +0.602s;
3 Oskar Kruger (PRE): 4 Marcel Marateotto (SR3);

5 Brian Murphy {PRG}; 6 Tim Porter (SR3). CW Plato.

FL Westerholm 1m52.276s (95.19mph).

RACE 2 (B LAPS) 1 Plato: 2 Westerholm +0.997s:

3 Kruger; 4 Steve Burgess (SR3); 5 Marateotto; & Murphy.
CW Westerhalm. FL Westerhalm 1m51.323s {96.00mph).

Bentley (86) and
Gore {‘_Et] shared
Elise spoils
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What you think of the motorsport news of the past week

Vettel prays the
impending fine won't »
be too outrageous
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_ Sebastian shows hIS heart

One of the most touching title
celebrations ever, I dare to say. The
instinctive and enthusiastic way Sebastian
Vettel expressed his joy — even after four
titles and as a 26-year-old ‘adult’! —
showed us his true nature; he really loves
he races with all his heart

what he does,
and F1 is truly his life.

Moments like this make F1 such an

Congratulations to Sebastian
Vettel. |, like many, was nota great
supporter at first, but over the years he
has shown great personality,immense
dedication and time and time again the

exact focus, in any given situation, to get

the maximum from himself and his car.
This is lacking in most of his peers

and we saw itagain last weekend:

he drops into the pack but charges

Schumacher-esque to put himself

in the right position at the right time.
That's the difference — well deserved.

Gary Wills

e |

Deeping St James

As | watched the celebrations
afterthe Indian GF, | just knew that
a fine would soon follow.

It's very sad that the governing body
has no sense of humour. Surely
someone winning their fourth world title
can show some emotion and entertain

emotional and human sport — and Seb
is a worthy winner.

He can be considered robotic, and
he is in a certain way, but feeling the
same raw happiness as if this were his
first title? Only a real sportsman with
enormous will, devotion and heart

can have such emotions.

the fans without being penalised.
Tomyminditwas greatto see the

world champion showing us his fun side.

Well done, Seb. Let's see some more of

the real man and getrid of the boo-boys.

Keith Quinnell
By email

| think Edd Straw wrote a very
good piece regarding Vettel's position
as one of the all-time greats. What | find
slightly amazing is the ongoing feeling
of the pundits that they need to justifyit.
One thing which has been mentioned
from other quarters, including some
jealous F1 drivers,is what will Vettel do
when driving a car that's not the fastest.
Are they forgetting 2008 and
winningina Toro Rosso? Yes, itwas
wet for the entire weekend, but Vettel
was peerless when others faltered.
Faul Irwin
By email

Brigitta Gyimesi, by email

I feel for Vettel and Red Bull. The
reprimand and fine were outrageous.

When Seb demonstrated his joy at
winning his fourth title, itwas great to
see an F1 driver showing how he felt
and giving the fans a spectacle.

F1 needs to stop being so stuck-up
and stuffy. After all, it's entertainment.

Flavio BriatoreoncesaidF1isa
show and needs to do more to keep
casual fans interested. So come on
FIA, get your heads out of the sand.
Ifyou want more TV viewers and fans
atraces,letthe drivers celebrate.
John Michols

By email

Three donuts was it? That’s
about€8000 each. I'm sure the team
would say it's well worth itl Also, Seb has
probably won alot more fans as aresult.
Alistair Murray

By email

&
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In pictures T

Images around the globe, from Spain to Australia via Virginia & Silverstone | £69.99-autosport.com/shop

‘World Champion by Technical Knockout:
A Racing Season With Porsche’is Helmut
Zwickls first-hand account ofthe
German giant's 1969 world sportscar
championship season with the
lightweightand potent 908 and its roster
of international aces led by Jo Siffert and
s Brian Redman.
ST Aclassiceraof
P cnduranceracing
PR isrelivedviarace
~aCol i reports, technical
analysis and plenty
of behind-the-
BL scenesphotos,

. ﬁhr.; : L1 - ; .-__ ; ;
~ V7 RAC ™~ ey | /
MINARDIF1 T-SHIRT

£24 95 +P&P - retroformulal.com

Everyone likes an underdog, a fight-
against-the-odds charger, which is why
Formula 1 fans always had a soft spot for
Giancarlo Minardi's Italian outfit. Retro

F 1'slatest homage to the sport’s favourite
minnows features all the correct logos

on 100 per cent 180gsmringspun
cotton and comes in sizes s-xxl. Check
THREE VERY DIFFERENT PORSCHE 911s the website for other team designs.

Porsche Cars GB’s very own 1965 911 historic
racer sits between the two later cousins — 935
and 911 GT1 — we tested at Silverstone last week

THE STYLE OF A CHAMPION :
Multiple-exposure view of World Rally ==
champ Sebastien Ogier charging to

a fantastic Rally of Spain success

1:18-SCALEINDYCAR MODELS

£69.99-autosport.com/shop

Greenlight collectibles has released
aseriesof 1:18-scale DallaraDW12
IndyCars from 201 3. Pictured below, from
top,are the cars of James Hinchcliffe
(Andretti Autosport), Helio Castroneves
(Penske) and Dario Franchitti (Ganassi).

SBLOXHAM/SLAT

V8 SUPERCARS s

MAKE A SPLASH f;j IS BAD FOR YOU
There was some = David Reutimann
chaotic tin-top % goes for a smoky
racing around o spin during

the streets of last Sunday’s
Surfers Paradise yellow-flag-

last weekend, riddled NASCAR
and some watery Sprint Cup race

at Martinsville

GETTY

goings on too
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We sayiteveryyear,butthe
Walter Hayes Trophyisto
Formula Ford today what the
Festival at Brands Hatchwas
inits heyday, bringing genuine

PSR

EE!EEEII_ knockout format racingto

the categoryon Silverstone's
National Circuit each November.
The entry looks set to be slightly
down on quantity compared to
lastyear (only six heats are
scheduled on Saturday’s
timetable;last year's edition
featured eight), but the quality will

WHAT’S ON

ON TRACK IN THE UK

FF'IEIH] ﬂ‘ll‘illE at
Sllverstnne but take

nodoubtbeashigh asever. Triple
winners Peter Dempseyand
Joey Fosterwill duke itoutagain
for an unprecedented fourth
victory, while ex-British Formula
Ford champions James Cole and
Scott Malvem willalso be onthe
grid, alongside the usual clutch of
British andIrish category aces. It

Britcar brigade

. fights out Donington
| A

“, ._".n-.....

g L ,,._._.‘r_-*_

=
-*_ﬂ

i

always cold,and usuallywet, but
you probablywon't seeamore
competitive clubrace allyear
than the WHT grand final. The
HSCC will putonopenand
closed-wheel allcomersraces
to break up the FF1600 action.

BARC

November2-3
brandshatch.co.uk

The British Truck Racing
Association’s season finaleis
being billed as a‘Guy Fawkes
spectacular, though as far as we
cantellthereare noplotstoblow
up the Houses of Parliament, just
abig fireworks display following
the end of Sunday’s racing. There
are 18races plannedin all - five
forthe Trucks, plus asupport

¢ seasnn finale T e BT

m, =\

MICK WALKER

programmethatincludes
Legends, Pickups, Quaife
Intermarque League,and
Quaife MN Saloons &
Cannons Tin Tops.

BRSCC/Britcar

November2
donington-park.co.uk

The final round of the British
Endurance Championship
completes Donington Park's
2013 racing season. Atwo-hour
‘nightrace'tops a five-event
programme, which also includes
a 90-minute Britcar Production
Cup championship contest and
three'Britcar Winter Warmer’
non-points races, the first of 20
minutes duration, the others
being 40-minute thrashes.

Futuristic Abu Dhahl i 7,
setting for F1, GPEJ"E. ',

and Porsches -’j _

SRR
BN
q 3 ‘{SS r"tt;‘
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ON TRACK AROUND THE WORLD
B0,

Formula 1 World

November2-3
gp3series.com

PORSCHE SUPERCUP
Rd8/8
Yas Marina, UAE
November2-3
Porsche.com/motorsport

WTCC in action

MS hangh al

......

—

NASCAR SPRINT CUP

Rd 34/36

Texas Motor Speedway, USA
November3
nascar.com

WORLD TOURING CAR
CHAMPIONSHIP

SUPER GT

Rd8/8
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Your guide to the best events taking place in the UK and around the world — plus TV and online

ON TELEVISION_

THURSDAY OCTOBER 31

0830-0900 ESPN
NASCAR Now

1100-1145 Sky Sports F1 LIVE

F1 Abu Dhabi GP:

Drivers’ Press Conference
1415-1720 Motors TV

V8 Supercars:

Surfers Paradise Highlights
1800-1900 Eurosport 2
WTCC: Suzuka Highlights

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 1

0615-0650 Sky Sports F1 LIVE
GP2: Abu Dhabi Practice
0845-1045 Sky Sports F1 LIVE

F1 Abu Dhabi GP: Free Practice 1
1245-1450 Sky Sports F1 LIVE

F1 Abu Dhabi GP: Free Practice 2
1450-1535 Sky Sporis F1 LIVE
GP2: Abu Dhabi Qualifying
1500-1545 Sky Sports F1 LIVE

F1 Abu Dhabi GP:

Team Principals’ Press Conference
1700-1800 Sky Sports F1

The F1 Show

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 2
0355-0420 Channel 5
Motorsport Mundial
0600-0635 Sky Sports F1 LIVE
GP3: Qualifying
0630-0715 Eurosport LIVE
WTCC: Shanghai Qualifying
0805-0930 Sky Sports F1 LIVE
G P2: Abu Dhabi Feature Race
0940-1040 ITV4
Motorsport UK

F1 Abu Dhabi GP: Qualifying

GP3: Abu Dhabi Race 1

Revved up over what’s on the box

p— Fangln didn't do
dunuts_tq F_elebrate, ]
~ but he did snog! |,

L

o S N A T
? ‘!“f-';'.-_aﬂ'f' ks
-‘ T = 5

B
=

1710-1815 BEBC1

F1 Abu Dhabi GP: Qualifying
NﬁSEJAR Nationwide: Texas
WTE;:: Shanghai Qualifying
ALMé: Petit Le Mans Highlights

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 3
0730-0815 Eurosport LIVE
WTCC: Shanghai Race 1
0805-0855 Sky Sports F1 LIVE
GP3: Abu Dhabi Race 2
0815-0915 Eurosport LIVE
WTCC: Shanghai Race 2
0910-1015 Sky Sporis F1 LIVE
GP2: Abu Dhabi Sprint Race
1130-1630 Sky Sports F1 LIVE
F1 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix
1630-1800 BBC1
F1 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix
1900-2000 Sky Sports F1
F1 Abu Dhabi GP: Highlights
2000-0000 Premier Sports LIVE
NASCAR Sprint Cup: Texas
2200-2300 Eurosport LIVE
WTCC: Shanghai Highlights

MONDAY NOVEMEBER 4

0220-0310 ITV

Motorsport UK

0700-0830, 1630-1730 Eurosport 2
WTCC: Shanghai Highlights
0700-0800, 1230-1330,
2000-2100 ESPN

NASCAR Sprint Cup:

Texas Highlights

1620-1825 Motors TV
NASCAR Nationwide:
Texas Highlights

FOR FOOTBALL FANS, BBC RADIO 5

Live's 606 show has long been the place
to go to hear Surrey-based Manchester

United supporters bleat about their team’s
performance. Or, my personal favourite, the

ones who are convinced that, by listening
to a radio commentary, it was definitely
a penalty/offside/red card/etc

Loosely held together by DJ Spoony
and his fragile grasp of the English

language, the Footballers’ Football Show it
ain't. There have been various spin-offs over

the years, Tennis gets 6-Love-6 during
Wimbledon and there was 6-Duck-6
during England's defence of the Ashes.

HOT ON THE WEB THIS WEEK
You{{[) JOHN BOWE'S MEGA MUSTANG TIN-TOP BATTLE AT BATHURST

-
v =
. -

SEARCH FOR: John Bowe, Touring Car Masters Bathurst Race 3 (17:56)

We found this gem hiding in the YouTube archives from Bathurst 2011, with Tasmanian
tin-top legend John Bowe’s camera-laden Ford Mustang in the thick of the historic touring
car action on The Mountain. Crank up the volume, because the audio’s absolutely fantastic.

GET AUTOSPORT ON THE MOVE

@ IN THE iPAD

#AUTOSPORT +

Exclusive content coming up in
our premium website this week

The secrets of Vettel’s
Red Bull title winner

With the F1 world championship decided for

another year in favour of Sebastian Vettel, we
take a look at what makes his Red Bull RBY

50 special, as well as bringing you all the Abu
Dhabi GP news. There's an extended version

of our Top 10 BTCC drivers of 2013, too.

@ WATCH WORLD
RALLY AND
NASCAR
HIGHLIGHTS,
PLUS MUCH,
MUCH MORE
VIDEO CONTENT

@ ON SALE ALL OVER
THE WORLD FOR
ONLY £2.99

Download it now
from autosportcom

in an actual car. | mean Red Bull just
make fizzy drinks, not cars like Ferran’”
Exhibit 3

Caller: "No, I'm not happy he won. |

don't think it was a great drive at all.
Everyone just got out of his way.”

We should just be thankful there was
no social media in 1857, or else imagine. ..
Caller: Juan Manuel Fangio only wins
because he switches teams to make sure
he has the best car. And when his car
breaks, the team forces his team-mate
to hand over their car to him,”

Boooooooo!

Revved Up

S0, to celebrate Sebastian Vettels
fourth straight world title on Sunday, we
were treated to Slicks-0-6. Great!

And what did the public make of this
opportunity? All | can say is host Jennie
Gow and guests James Allen and Gary
Anderson did a remarkable job to keep
their cool in the face of a barrage of idiocy.
Exhibit 1
Caller: ‘| don't think Vettel's achievements
are that great because of the amount of
electronic aids on the cars. Drivers like
Migel Mansell were true competitors.”
Exhibit 2
Caller: “Wouldn't it be better if Vettel won
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RALLY OF MY LIFE

Per Eklund

“One of my greatest memories was beating Stig in a proper fight”

M International Swedish Rally M February 20-22, 1976 W Saab 96 V4 M Beating Stig on home ground

L | %
II

STIG BLOMQVIST AND I HAVE
been fighting our whole lives. I'm
only about a month older than him
and we started fighting in 1964
when we were still teenagers.

I won sometimes and he won on
others but my greatest memory is of
our biggest fight of all on the 1976
Swedish rally. Lancia was there with
Cesare Fiorio and Bjorn Waldegaard
and all this Italian mafia with the
Stratos. Stig and I were both in Saab
V4s. The Saab was a fantastic car
on snow, it had really good traction.
It had the heavy Ford V4 engine in
the front with really good torque.

The conditions were very slippy,
there was lots of snow. The Lancia
was all over the road, even on the
straights, but the Saab was front-
wheel drive, perfect for the
conditions. It was the last rally for
the g6 V4 before the gg took over.

It was a long event, with a lot of
stages, and ran through the day
and night — it was no hotel rally!

NEXT WEEK

We started the stages one minute
apart and Stig was the car in front
of me. He went off into a snow bank
during the rally but managed to get
back on the road just as he saw my
lights coming, so he turned his
lights off hoping that I would go off
in the same place. There were no
pace notes at that time, just maps,

so he was hoping I would go off
there, too. I didn’t!

We were 20 minutes in front of
the other bovys towards the end.
It was a really tough race between
us, and we were fighting like hell.
About five or six stages before the
end the Saab Motorsport boss told
us, “you have to slow down, your

SWEDE PER EKLUND HAS
competed in a range of disciplines
for almost 50 vears. Formally a rally
driver, he drove for many different
works teams from the 1960s to the
'g0s. He switched full time to
rallycross in 1997, winning the
European championship in 1999.
He also won the Pikes Peak
Hillclimb in 2000 and ’02. Now 67,
he still competes but is more often
found running cars for customers.

Eklund/Cederberg led
Blomqvist/Sylvan to a
one-two finish for Saab

McELEIN.DE

job is done now, you must slow
down and finish™.

‘Tell him to slow down,’ I said,
and 5tig said the same. The boss
replied: “Monday morning you have
no more work with us if vou don’t
slow down now.”

‘Piss off!’ | said. I was leading the
rally by 15 seconds and I went on to
win by over a minute. I didn’t slow
down and Stig didn’t either. At the
end the boss was OK with it. He
had been terrified that we would
not win, but he was crazy — we had
over 20 minutes lead. That rally is
one of my greatest memories — to
beat Stig in a proper fight on the
Swedish rally. He was one of the
best drivers ever in the world and
we battled for many, many more
years after that. We were best
friends, but always fighting. We
are still friends now, but he never
phones me. It’s like we are still in
competition. Nothing’s changed!#
Per Eklund was talking to Hal Ridge

ABU DHABI GP: FULL REPORT

Plus: GP2 and GP3 title deciders
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ust £169 per month
£1,915 of free equipment*
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NAVIGATION SYSTEM

ENJOYNEERING

SEAT Leon 5DR 1.2 TSI SE - Solutions representative example based on 10,000 miles per annum**

Duration: 36 months SEAT UK Deposit contribution™:  £1,000.00 Optional final payment:  £7,600.19 Amount of credit: £12,308.63
35 monthly paymentsof:  £169.00 Retail cash price: £16,970.00 Option to purchase fee?: £60.00 Representative APR: 4.9% APR
Customer deposit: £3,661.37 Acceptance fee: £125.00 Total amount payable: £18,361.56 Rate of interest: 4.10% fixed
Full deposit: £4,661.37 Total payable by customer: £17,361.56

» & 1.
4.9% APR representative plus £1,000 towards your deposit’ rouowusox. £1 '~ SEAT.CO.UK

Official fuel consumption for the New SEAT Leon range in mpg (litres per 100km): urban 36.7 (7.7) — 61.4 (4.6);
extra-urban 57.6 (4.9) — 85.6 (3.3); combined 47.9 (5.9) — 74.3 (3.8). CO2 emissions 137 — 99g/km.

Standard EU Test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Model shown is the New Leon 1.2 TSI 105PS SE at £16,790 RRP with optional electric sunroof at £695 RRP,
17" Dynamic alloy wheels at £350 RRP and full LED headlights at £995 RRP. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Retail Sales only. 1Payable with first payment. 2Payable with optional final
payment. 4.4p per mile excess mileage charges apply. 1£1,000 deposit contribution is available to customers who purchase their car with Solutions personal contract plan. Terms and conditions apply.
Finance examples include technology pack. Further charges may be payable if vehicle is returned. Indemnities may be required. Subject to vehicle availability. Subject to status. Available to
over 18s in the UK from participating dealers only. SEAT Finance, Freepost SEAT Finance, Subject to each model specification and cost option fitment. Pricing and finance valid from 1st October
to 31st December 2013, **Offer available on SE and FR models when ordered before 315t December 2013 from participating dealers only. *£1,915 RRP refers to optional specification if priced individually.

=
=4 SEAT recommends Castrol EDGE Professional

EEAT
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2013 BTCC REVIEW

HOW INDIE KING JORDAN SWEPT TO HIS MAIDEN TITLE

e . TR | L

ALL THE ACTION
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FROM A FRANTIC YEAR OF TIN-TOP RACING
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MILLERS OILS

LOW FRICTION TECHNOLOGY

Nanodrive technology
reduces frictional losses
in the engine, gearbox
and fuel system

Low friction reduces
fuel consumption

Low friction reduces
component wear,
especially in the critical
period after start up

Running costs
reduced, with lower
fuel consumption and
longer component life

RACE

T0 ROAD

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER

ENERGY EFFICIENT LUBRICANTS DELIVERING OUTSTANDING
PERFORMANCE, PROTECTION AND RELIABILITY.

Our Nanodrive Low Friction Technology was first used in Motorsport
gearbox and engine oils to provide more power and torque by
reducing frictional losses in the engine.

We've now applied the same advanced technology

in our new, energy efficient, engine and gearbox
oils, designed for the passenger car.

Visit our website to learn about our “Nano Technology” lubricants.

Millers Oils driving technology.

millersoils.co.uk
enquiries@millersoils.couk | Tel +44 (0)1484 713201




BTCC REVIEW 2013

CONTENTS

A GREAT BTGG SEASON

AND A WORTRY GRAMF

How Jordan did it

We look back at the
highs and lows of

the season, and how
Jordan took the crown

=l
= 5

EyE
4 : ..

10

MG star Jason Plato on...
the best and worst moments of '13.
his team-mate and the new champion

14

WSR's new racer

How team made its

NGTC BMW into /

a winner and why | — f

Turkington was ﬂ,&?!, i
= e ]

denied the title ] a0 |

fi: 18

at Motorbase?
Team boss David
Bartrum talks of
his Ford squad's
2013 woes

AUTOSPORT's top 10 BTCC drivers

We pick out the standout performers from 2013

Austin makes his mark

Rob Austin on his journey to
become a BTCC race winner

ALL PIS; EBREY/LAT

Jordan's Inside Line
The champion himself talks
about taking on the big boys

THIS SEASON’S BRITISH
Touring Car Championship was
one of the finest in recent years.
As well as big grids, there were no
fewer than four former champions,
driving for three ditferent teams.
And vet the title went to a privateer,
taking his first BTCC crown.
Andrew Jordan and his father
Mike’s Eurotech operation went
toe-to-toe with the factory Honda
and MG squads and came out on
top. It was a worthy and popular
result and shows that the younger
generation of tin-top racers can come
to the fore, even while established
stars such as Jason Plato and Matt
Neal are still out there fighting.
There were many other highlights
of 2013. Colin Turkington’s return
to the WSR squad was one, the
new BMW 1251 M Sport coming
on strong and taking the fight to
the established Hondas and MGs.
Rob Austin also took a popular
breakthrough win, but Motorbase
suffered a year team boss David
Bartrum does not want to repeat.
The technical tweaks — chietly
the reduction in extra turbo boost
allowed under the equalisation
regulations — also helped avoid
some of the randomness we saw
in 2012. That only seven drivers
won races illustrates that the cream
really was allowed to rise to the top.
We’ve tried to pick out the key
moments, cars and performers of
a fine season in this
review. We hope
you enjoy it.

KEVIN TURNER
FEATURES EDITOR

Kevin.turner@haymarket.com
@KRT917
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BTSZ REVIEW 200

EBREY/LAT

CHAMPIONSHIP POSITIONS

1 ANDREW JORDAN (GB) Euroiech Honda Civic

2 GORDOM SHEDDEM (GEB) Honda (Dynamics) Honda Civic 390
3 JASOMN PLATO (GE) MG (Triple Eight) MEE 380
4 MATT NEAL (GEB) Honda (Dynamics) Honda Civic 356
5 COLIN TURKINGTOM (GB)WSR BMW 125i M Sport 347
6 SAM TORDOFF (GEB) MG (Triple Eight) MGE 286
7 ADAM MORGAMN (SB) Ciceley Toyota Avensis 233
8 MAT JACKSON (GB) Matorbase Ford Focus 225
9 AROMN SMITH {IRL) Matorbase Ford Focus 201
10 DAVE MEWSHAM (GB) Speedwarks Toyata Avensis 176
11 ROB AUSTIM (GB) Rob Austin Racing Audi A4 154
12 TOM OMNSLOW-COLE (GEB) Hard VW Passat/ Motorbase Ford Focus 152
13 ROB COLLARD (GE) WSR BMW 125i M Sport 140
14 JEFF SMITH {GB) Eurotech Honda Civic 132
15 NICK FOSTER (GE) WSR BMW 125i M Sport 98
16 FRANK WRATHALL (GB) Dynojet Toyata Avensis 76
17 JACK GOFF (GB) Hard Vauhall Insignia 73
18 DAN 'WELCH (GB) Welch Proton Gen-2 T2
19 WILL BRATT (5 B) Rob Austin Racing Audi A4 32
20 OLLIE JACKSOM (GB) Speedworks Toyota Avensis 32

JACK SEARS TROPHY

LEA WOOD (GB) Vauxhall Vecira

LIaM GRIFFIM (G B) Motarhase Ford Focus

JAMES KAYE (GB) AmD YW Golf

JOE GIRUNG (5B} Tech-Speed/ Finesse Chevrolet Cruze
DaAVID NEY (GEB) Welch Ford Focus

JAKE HILL (=B} Motorbase Ford Focus

SHAUN HOLLAMBY (GE) AmD YW Galf

MANUFACTURERS/CONSTRUCTORS

CHAMPION

TEAMS CHAMPION

INDEPENDENTS TROPHY

ANDREW JORDAN (GE) Eurntech Handa Civic

I on & @ Mg
- ek ok omd b R

JORDAN DEFEATS

[¥iere Were four former-champions:n thisseason's B1GG; butnone orthem could quriesstop

INDEPENDENTS TEAM TROPHY

or the second year in a row the British  finale prevented him from completing 30 points

Touring Car Championship has a finishes from 30 starts.

% = new champion, and this time he is The works Hondas of defending champion
“B= = = . . B a privateer. Andrew Jordan's pace Gordon Shedden and Matt Neal, Jason Plato’s

=1z m = = = = 5 S % has long since been proven, but his factory MG and the returning Colin Turkington

s E % % - 3 2 E E consistency and ability to sustain (WSR BMW) all went to the final round with

& . . "B R a title assault had been in doubt. a chance to deny Jordan, but ultimately none of

WINS POLES Not any more. ]cfr:?tan and.h.is . them cc:ru.l::_’t match the consistency of his results
Eurotech Honda Civic were inthe mix  — for a variety of reasons.
JORDAN 6 | JORDAN 5 every weekend of 2013. The 24-year-
SHEDDEN 5 | AUSTIN 1 old made the most of the car when it HOW IT WAS WON
TURKINGTON 5 | SHEDDEN 1 was good and picked up points when Much of Eurotech’s good work was done over the
EE;%'IH ‘1' E: EI[IlﬂF[:':TnH } it wasn’t. Only an unfortunate clash not of his winter, Mike Jordan’s squad focusing on small areas
TORDOFF 1 own making in race two at the Brands Hatch GP of improvement. “We asked where weren’t we good

last vear?” says Jordan Sr. “We weren’t great on

FASTEST LAPS POINTS SYSTEM EXPLAINED success ballast, so we worked on that. We had a
JORDAN | Ineach rave: 204071 513-11-10-0-87-6-5-4-3-2- methodical plan on where we needed to improve.”
ghﬂlﬂ“ g m&fzﬂﬁﬁdﬁmﬁ;g&mi" The team also stripped and crack tested the
TORDOFF 3 | tuhle basest o number of ckss wins per i, subframes for each round, and the Civic was
TURKINGTON 3 | RACES: Brands Hatch Indy, March 31: Donington Park invariably well turned out. “I'd tell Andrew ‘do all
AUSTIN 2 | kil 21; Thrudon, May 5; Oulton Park lsland, June 9 you have to do to be fast and we’ll fix it}” adds Mike.
e eoll Bl e ke Combine that with the best chassis in the field
1 SMITH 1* | Nationa, September 28 Brands Hatch GP October 13 and Jordan’s increased confidence thanks to his
*SHARED ' 2012 Independents’ title, and Eurotech had a potent

.- mix. At times, Jordan proved capable of outpacing
| Mike Jordan guided Shedden when carrying more success ballast.
Andrew (r) to the title 3 At the Brands opener, Jordan took pole Ell'ldl
showed that he was prepared to take on the big

FOR IN-DEPTHRESULTS <y

forix.autosport.com
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THE BIG GUNS

Antrew Jordan and Eurotech iaking the crown, KEVINEIUENER 10oks back

boys with a lunge at leader Plato at the final
corner. That didn’t come off, and both were lucky
to survive, but thereafter Jordan showed the right
mix of aggression and caution. “This is the year

I need to take it to them,” he said at the time.

At Donington Park he held back from attacking
Shedden too hard in the first race before making
a winning assault in race two when he knew the
works car was heavier.

Pole and a dominant run at Thruxton was
thwarted by a puncture, but Jordan bounced back
to win the third race at Oulton Park. It was the first
of three victories in reversed-grid encounters.

In between, he kept picking up points, and
scored brilliant wins at Snetterton, charging
through on the soft tyre, and Rockingham, making
a great move on Plato at Deene.

At Silverstone (always the Civic’s worst track
thanks to the boost equalisation in the series that
keeps the Hondas near the bottom of the speed
traps), he managed three top sixes and was involved
in one of the races of the season as he narrowly lost
out to Plato in the second event.

All this, combined with the problems of others,
meant Jordan arrived at the Brands finale with a
healthy 34-point lead. A fifth in race one put him
in a good position to clinch the crown with a race
in hand, but his first non-finish of the season came

HOW JORDAN TOOK THE CROWN

when Aron Smith spun Rob Collard around at
Surtees and Neal hit Jordan as the Eurotech car
jinked to miss the BMW. Jordan nevertheless
charged from row 12th to finish ninth and secure
the championship in fine style.

WORKS HONDAS MISS OUT

By contrast to its customer, the works Honda
squad, run by Team Dynamics, was caught out
by trving to find too much performance ahead
of the season. As a result, the Civics were not
where the team wanted them for the opening
two rounds at Brands and Donington.

EBREY/LAT

Dunlop’s yellow
sid;_e—w__alled soft
spiced things up

TALKING POINT

One of the main changes to the BTCC

for 2013 was the introduction of a soft-
compound Dunlop tyre. Prior to qualifying,
each driver had to nominate which race he
was going to start on the softer rubber.

The aim was to mix up the races, but there
were concerns before the season that the soft
would be too weak, and that it would be
faster for a few laps before falling off a cliff.

In the event, the benefit/disadvantage of
the soft tyre depended on circuit conditions
and the cars themselves (the Honda Civic
was particularly rapid on the soft), but either
way the move worked. The pace disparity
created by having cars on two different
compounds helped create some good action:
two of Jordan's best charges, at Snetterton
and Silverstone, came in races when he
elected to run the soft while most others
were on the standard hard tyre.

Bringing such a change into the
championship might not have been a factor
to suit the purists, but once again series boss
Alan Gow managed to introduce an idea that
helped spice up the show.

EBREVILAT A

“We spent a lot of time in the winter tryving to
improve the aerodynamics, and we didn’t succeed,”
admits team boss Steve Neal. “Eurotech started oft
with last year’s car and this year’s engine, and took
the lead on us straight away.”

Of the two works drivers, Shedden perhaps had
the most cause for complaint, picking up more
than his fair share of bad luck. He was disqualified
from a fine third in race two at Brands thanks to
a rideheight infringement and suffered a rare
Honda engine failure at Knockhill.

Shedden wasn’t always the innocent victim,
however. At Thruxton, he would have been #
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P better off giving Plato some room between Cobb
and Segrave, rather than mowving fully to the left
and getting fired off by the nose of the MG. There
was also a big slide at Paddock Hill Bend in the first
race of the season at Brands, and his removal of
Turkington from the lead in the reversed-grid
encounter at Snetterton was the sort of punt he
hadn’t had to indulge in on his way to the 2012
crown. He was lucky to keep his victorv.

Nevertheless, Shedden kept on pushing — only
at Silverstone did his on-track performance really
appear to suffer — and his charges through the
pack, particularly on the new soft Dunlop tyre,
were impressive. Given all his issues, finishing
within seven points of Jordan was a fine effort.

Team-mate Neal was rarely a match for Shedden
or Jordan on pace and yet still topped the table for
much of the season. He often raced well — his drive
to win at Croft and climb from 10th to third at
Silverstone were two of the best of the year — and
for much of the season he demonstrated a great
ability to stay out of trouble.

Rockingham unravelled Neal’s title thrust.
A mistake behind the safety car lost him crucial
points in race one before steering failure forced him
out of race two. That put him on the back foot
even before he broke a finger in a martial arts
accident and crashed in qualifying at Brands GP.

THE OTHER CONTENDERS

The main challenges to the Civics came from MG’s
main man Plato and returning 2009 champion

Turkington, although the two had quite different
campaigns to head into the final with title chances.

When it was in the zone, Triple Eight’s MG6 was
the quickest car around, as Plato proved with four
poles and four double victories. True, the TOCA-
engined car usually had a bit more straightline
speed than the Hondas and BMWs thanks to the
BTCC’s boost equalisation system, but the MG
genuinely had great traction and was much better
in wet conditions than it had been in 2012.

Plato kicked the season off with two wins at

I_?Iatn and the MGG

- S LE s

Brands, and the MG was the class of the field at
Oulton, Snetterton and Silverstone, as well as in
the wet finale. That could have been enough to take
Plato to his third crown had there not been some
hiccups along the way.

Snetterton was perhaps the crucial weekend.
There, rookie Sam Tordoff outqualified his more
illustrious team-mate and won the first race. With
more welight for race two, however, Tordoff was less
formidable, and Plato looked set for an easy victory.
Then a fuel issue struck, followed by Plato crashing

BTCC SUPERGRID 2013

The supergrid is calculated by averaging each driver's
qualitying position across the year. Only drivers who took
partin atleast half of the season’s 10 qualifying sessions
are included. If adriver failed to record arepresentative
time through no fault of his own, the position is not

included inthe calculations.
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HOW JORDAN TOOK THE CROWN

in race three as the field slowed thanks to
a Neal-Dave Newsham tangle.

“We had a couple of mechanical issues at
inappropriate moments and we made a couple of
mistakes,” says Triple Eight boss lan Harrison, who
confirmed internal changes were made at the team
as a result. “It doesn’t matter how long you've been
doing it, there is always room for improvement.”

Plato did brilliantly to keep his title hopes
alive until the very final race, but his Brands pace
mysteriously evaporated in the finale, and he ended
up being bumped by Shedden in the table despite
taking more victories than anyone else.

Turkington’s challenge was far more stealthy.
That was partly the consequence of WSR’s BMW 1
Series being brand new. With so little testing, it
was inevitable the car wouldn’t be on a par with the
established NGTC frontrunners at the start of the
year, but Turkington regularly picked up points.

Using the traction of the rear-wheel drive, he
could often jump several places at the start and
then use his guile to keep faster cars behind.

When handed a reversed-grid front row start
at Donington, Turkington checked out and
never looked like losing.

At more abrasive tracks, the BMW’s kindness
to its tyres also helped him attack in the closing
stages. At Oulton Park, the BMWs started to look
like real threats, and at Croft and Knockhill —
where the car’s strengths in slow- and medium-
speed corners could be maximised — Turkington
was supreme, taking two doubles.

Turkington’s title challenge, unlikely at the
start of 2013, began to look more and more serious.
But there were just a few too many incidents in
the end. His contact with Jordan at Snetterton
was perhaps self-inflicted, but the 31-year-old
was innocent when it came to the clashes with
Shedden (Snetterton} and Mat Jackson (Silverstone)
that cost so many points. The racing incident at
Brands GP with team-mate Rob Collard, who
improved after an unfortunate and lacklustre
opening to the season, merely confirmed the
end of his championship hopes.

OUTSTANDING PERFORMERS

Away from the big hitters, there were several racers
who had their moments in the limelight. Tordoff
was often not far behind Plato and deserved his
Snetterton win; he is expecting more next year.
The smaller boost adjustment allowed under the
2013 turbo equalisation rules (0.08 bar maximum
increase compared to 0.125 in 2012) meant there
were fewer random appearances at the front from
cars on high boost. The top cars and drivers tended
to run at the front of the field, so Rob Austin’s
Rockingham win was particularly noteworthy.
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The former British Formula 3 race winner’s
Aundi A4 was inconsistent, however, and finished
well behind the Toyota Avensis of Adam Morgan
in the points. After a fast but accident-prone
rookie season with Speedworks in 2012, Morgan
moved back to his family Ciceley operation and
was much more polished, scoring eight top fives.

Morgan perhaps threw away his best chance
of victory with an off at Church in race three at
Thruxton, but generally he was the most regular
challenger to the multi-car teams. “Seventh
overall and third in Independents is a fantastic
achievement, and it’s great being back with
Cicelev,” savs Morgan. “I took a bit of pressure
off myself this year. [ was disappointed at having
a reputation as a crasher in 2012, and wanted to
change it. I think I have.”

Morgan outshone the other Tovotas of Newsham
(Speedworks) and Frank Wrathall (Dynojet).
Both showed flashes of pace at times, only to be
continually set back by problems or incidents.
Newsham’s best chance of a result (after qualifying
third at Silverstone) was wasted by an optimistic

move at Brooklands in race one that had him
playing catch-up for the rest of the weekend.

Motorbase also had a difficult season, and
both its Ford Focus drivers, Mat Jackson and
Aron Smith, made errors. But the pair also put
in some stirring charges during the season to
make it into the top 10.

Reigning Renault Clio Cup champion Jack
Goff stepped into Team Hard’s Vauxhall Insignia
and progressed well, his chase of Shedden in the
final round being particularly eye catching.

SOMETHING TO REMEMBER

Most of Turkington’s starts and his qualifying lap
at Silverstone — fourth in a BMW that lacked
straightline speed — stood out. At the same venue,
Neal’s race one charge and the race two Plato-
Jordan battle were season highlights.

The Shedden-Plato-Neal confrontation at
Donington, behind a flying Jordan, also showed
the arch rivals could race wheel to wheel without
pushing each other off the road.

Tom Onslow-Cole was spectacular to watch in
Hard’s VW Passat, particularly at Thruxton, where
he managed two podiums in the very new car.

S2000 had its last hurrah with the Jack Sears
Trophy. The class provided some good battles early
on, but the field faded and Lea Wood ran out an
easy winner in his Vauxhall Vectra. S2000 served
the BTCC well, but it is gone now, and one hopes
Wood will be able to find himself an NGTC
programme for 2014.

SOMETHING TO FORGET

Not a lot. This was probably the best BTCC
season for vears. There were still moments of
madness — quite a lot of damage at Snetterton,
for example — and it’s questionable that the series
really needs any boost adjustment once the base
levels are set. However, big grids, close racing,
impressive crowds, a tight title fight and a worthy
and popular champion isn’t a bad mix. &
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offset in pre-season testing we were looking good on pace.

We came into the season thinking we could do it. From the

I worked a lot on my driving — my chief engineer Adam
Hardy and I broke down the data from last yvear. I normally
like an oversteery car, but to carry the corner speed and
look after the tyres you need to have stability.

From where the car was last year to this year the changes
were very small. The Honda Civic has never been a bad car
to drive. It was down to getting it as good as we could get it
for each track, but we didn’t change the set-up hugely from
circuit to circuit.

The hardest thing about the championship campaign was
being up there every weekend. It’s taxing to make sure we
were always in the ballpark. It never occurred to me before
a weekend we wouldn’t be right up there. But I didn’t just
want to be consistent, I wanted to win races and I've won
more this year than I have in the rest of my BTCC career.

It’s important that when you have a car good enough to win
you optimise that. Like at Snetterton in race two when I had
the soft tyre, I pressed on and got the victory. When you've
got the tools, you’ve got to do it, but when they’re not as good
you've got to get what you can. Things like the boost situation
aren’t going to change so you’ve just got to get on with it. If
you over-drive and go for that extra place you can get into
scrapes. | think that comes with experience and is something

['ve tried to learn off the other guys — Matt Neal is very
good at that.

Thruxton qualifying was one of my highlights of the season.

To beat Gordon Shedden right at the end with more weight
was very good. The first Thruxton race was a lowlight, losing
the race with the puncture. I don’t think it was the cambers,
[ think it was debris. We’d have stood a chance to win the
second race too — we had the pace.

With Gordon and Matt in the works cars I couldn’t hide —
it was a good gauge for my performance and we’ve had the
pace on them most of the season.

The whole year we were sharing data with the works/
Team Dynamics guys. It was good to look at different driving
styles because you're not going to be the fastest through
every corner on every circuit.

It’s not all me, though. I think we’ve had the quickest car
this vear, the whole package, and we’ve had 100 per cent
reliability for the past two vears. I can’t comment on others,
but I know our guys have meticulous attention to detail.

Silverstone was a real turning point. To come out of
that weekend with so many points and the lead in the

S THE INSIDE LINE
_ ANDREW JORDAN

CHAMPION’S VIEW

The BICC's new champion talks about his season and
enjoying success with his family's Eurotech squad

Jordan celebrates
at Brands finale

“| think we've had the quickest car this year, the whole package, but the

championship hasn't really sunk in yet. It's surreal and | feel privileged”

championship was very important. We needed the gap!

[ didn’t expect Silverstone would be as good as it was and
I really enjoved the battle with Jason Plato in race two. There
was good respect between us. It was clean and hard, and I
never thought he’d nail me in the back and take me out. If
I’d managed to get it stopped at Becketts and not allowed
him to come back at me at Luffield I reckon we’d have won.

The Brands Hatch finale was all I thought about for two
weeks after Silverstone, but I felt much better when we
actually got up and running. To qualify third with the
weight was good, but on raceday I was shitting my pants!

It’s the unknown of what people might do. But after the
crash in race two the pressure was off. It was better than if I'd
put it in the gravel on my own! Before race three I was more
relaxed because we knew what we had to do. I was careful —
the Indy circuit was slipperv — but I was on a bit of a mission.

The championship hasn’t really sunk in vet. It’s surreal. I
feel privileged and proud, especially as our Eurotech team is 25
years old. I think we’re established at the front now and I want
to be like the other guys and be up there every vear and win
the title again. But I'm going to enjoy this one first. ¥
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The double champ might have missed out on a third crown, but he still had plenty to shout about. KEVIN TURNER got his views on 2013
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< BEST MOMENT

“I had great weekends at Oulton Park and at the
Brands Hatch GP finale, but | would say the best
moment was race two at Silverstone against Andrew
Jordan. We've all been overtaken, but it's great when
you can say ‘wallop’ straight back past. | knew if |
didn’t get back past straight away it was over. That
was a great touring car race and the response from
the crowd — you could feel the atmosphere’

A LRy E'-'J m‘ im
Snetterton pace was

strong but ended in crash
e

A WORST MOMENT

“It has to be race two at Snetterton, with the car
grinding to a halt. Sam Tordoff was on fire that weekend
and a bit quicker — his technique at Coram-Murrays
was just better than mine - though he did have less
weight. He beat me fair and square in race one, but

| knew in race two with the weight change it'd be
different. | got a good start and | was cruising. The
retirement was a huge frustration as it hurt race three

as well. | had to get out of the gas when the field
checked up and the thing bit me. It was a big shunt’



PLATO’S VIEW ON 2013

Tha MG6 remained
putent in the dry and
improved in the wet

A THE MG6

“We absolutely made progress with the car. Last year
it was quick in the dry, but it was quite tricky to drive
and we couldn’t make it work in the wet. For me the
car is the quickest in the dry, but | believe it's a little
bit compromised on set-up, so when conditions
change there is too much work to do to change it.
We've got more work to do with the car on the soft
tyre and to improve our performance in traffic with
better front aero’

The difference
between engines |y
got smaller
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A B0OOST ADJUSTMENT

“There was definitely an improvement on boost
adjustment this year. There were people at the front in
2012 who shouldn't have been there. Halving the
adjustment was a great step — there's always going to
be trouble when one bloke is a lot faster than another
in a straight line and we've seen less of that this year.
| still think there is more work to be done, it's still too
much. | understand why it is there, but the double
whammy of success ballast and boost is too much.

I'd like to see it halved again”

A ANDREW JORDAN

"Without a doubt he is a worthy champion. He's
learned his craft and was at the top of his game this
year. And, at the top of his game, his level is as good
as any of us. He's taken some chances. He set his
stall out at the start of the year, with the move on

me at Brands, and that was important. The fire in
him burns brightly. | enjoy racing with Andy”

Plato was qualifying
king of the season

A (UALIFYING

“We've put a lot of effort into that area, not just the

engineering but with my driving too, to get the best
out of the car in qualifying. It dictates two races — if
you get a good result in race one you've got a great
chance to do the same in race two!

V¥ SAM TORDOFF

"He's had a brilliant year. To jump in the team
alongside me there is a lot of pressure to perform

— | remember that from when | joined Alain Menu at
Williams-Renault. Snetterton was the only track |
think he was driving better than me, but to be as
close as he was | think he should be incredibly
proud. | trust his feedback, too. He likes and dislikes
the same sort of things as me so we can try more
things in practice.

™
Tordoff (left) proved
a strong team-mate
¢ during_rnukie year

KX QUESTION TIME

AUTOSPORT would like to thank everyone
who took part in this year's KX BTCC Question
Time sessions, including the fans for their
questions. Special thanks to our partners KX
and Jason Plato, Dunlop for supplying the
prizes, and host Alan Hyde.

We would also like to thank those who
appeared on the panel: Rob Austin, James
Bailey, Micky Butler, Rob Collard, Nick Foster,
Jack Goff, Louise Goodman, Alan Gow, Tim
Harvey, Jake Hill, Mat Jackson, Andrew Jordan,
Mike Jordan, James Kaye, Adam Morgan, Dave
Newsham, Tom Onslow-Cole, Aron Smith, lan
Titchmarsh, Sam Tordoff, Colin Turkington, Dan
Welch, Lea Wood and Frank Wrathall.

QUESTION TIME
SAUTOSPORT (WS
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WHAT WENT WRONG
WITH MOTORBASE?

The Ford squad had an exciting new car and two race-winning drivers heading in to 2013.
Hopes were high, but 2013 turned out fo be a troubled year. KEVIN TURNER investigates

ver the second half of 2012, Mat
Jackson scored 135 points, took a
win and ended up seventh in the
drivers’ table despite developing a
new NGTC machine. Motorbase
also beat the works MG squad to
fourth in the teams’ race. In the first
half of this season, Jackson scored
a meagre 61 points and, despite a
better second half, ended 2013
eighth in the standings with not a
single win., And Motorbase shumped
to fifth, last of the ‘Big Five’

For a team and driver that had been looking for a
crack at the title, the downturn was marked.

“The first half of 2013 was disappointing — not

good enough,” says Motorbase boss David Bartrum.

“Why it’s not good enough is another question.”
Bartrum has spent many hours assessing what

went wrong and is happy to sit down with

AUTOSPORT for a frank discussion.

FALSE START

As is often the case with problematic campaigns,
things started going wrong before the season even
began. Motorbase’s new NGTC Ford Focus did
win in 2012, but it’s fair to say it was helped by
a healthy dose of turbo boost. With the boost
increases reduced for this season and other
teams getting on top of the NGTC programmes,
Motorbase found the big task of becoming a
designer/constructor for the first time took its toll.
“Tt takes up resources, funding, time and effort,”
reckons Bartrum. “And when we were ready to test
the new toy, it snowed and rained...
“We thought we were a lot better than we were
off the back of last year’s car and hadn’t realised
how much things had moved on over the winter.”

T |

-

- Tl_iings Impruuf.-;l_
from Snetterton

ALLPICS: EBREY/LAT

Losing Potter
(left) was a blow

Helped by the reversed grid, Jackson did briefly
lead race three at the Brands opener before the car
cut out, but it was a false dawn.

“We had parts failing on cars that were nothing
to do with us,” adds Bartrum. “I'm not looking to
make excuses, but we were set back further and
we ate up a lot more money finding why things
were breaking or not working properly.”

LOSS OF POTTER

One of Motorbase’s aces in recent vears had been
the expertise of highly rated engineer David Potter.
He had planned to take a step back for 2013, but
his disappearance to Australia hurt the team.

“He didn’t want to go racing anymore, but he
wanted to be involved,” says Bartrum. “He said
he’d do testing and after that work by satellite,
so he’d be on hand. We’d email him data and he'd
be involved. But we dropped him off at the hotel
and we never heard from him again.”

As the team tried to contact Potter, it also
gradually discovered some of his previous work
needed changing. “He sent us down a route that
wasn’t right and had he been here he’d have picked
the bones out of it verv quickly,” adds Bartrum.
“His ability is unquestionable.”

CLASHES AND CRASHES

By Qulton Park in June, Bartrum feels progress was
being made: “We found a little something, not the
whole answer, but we found what the car doesn’t
do. If yvou ask any team in the paddock, the more
you test the more you find what NGTCs don’t do,
not what they do. It’s a verv, very small window
of opportunity in which the car actually works.”
But still the points proved hard to come by.
Jackson and Aron Smith now managed to hit quite

“We lost ground when we thought the car was

working but coulan't get the drivers to prove it”
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a few objects, whether they be other cars or
barriers. Both had big spins at Church at Thruxton
in May. At Oulton Park, Smith crashed in free
practice before suffering engine problems, while
Jackson ran well in race one and race two before
hitting Tordoff ruled him out of a strong result.

It was a similar storv at Croft. “We lost ground
when we thought the car was getting towards
working but we couldn’t get our drivers to
prove it,” Bartrum adds.

“The contact was the biggest single element that
set Mat back this vear. Too many opportunities
were lost. And I wish he could qualify.”

Qualifying has long been a weakness in
Jackson’s game and being back in the pack didn’t
help him avoid incidents. The man himself admits
it was a trying time.

“We have struggled,” says Jackson. “As a driver
vou always push to the maximum and sometimes
yvou end up beyond the limit of the car. When
vou re putting a race together there will be
incidents because you're so on the edge.

“When the car is in the zone, every lap is
more controllable.”

BRINGING IN THE CAVALRY

With the drivers underperforming, Bartrum
wanted to get a handle on exactly where the
team was with its Focuses. Experienced GT racer
Michael Caine drove a third car at Croft and,
despite running on base boost, went from 15th
to eighth in race one.

“Michael did a stonking job,” says Bartrum.



MOTORBASE'S TROUBLED SEASON

~ "N The Motorbase sqﬂqd
. had to fix a lot of
damage in 2013
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“He never really got the credit for how much that
changed my ideas on how the car should work and
how I was going to try and get the pace out of the

other two cars.”
More than that, Caine showed a GT driver could After a mediocre start, Motorbase's season did improve in the second half of the year. This graph shows

get on top of an NGTC machine. Bartrum knew of a the number of points scored by the team at each meeting — 141 in the first half and 301 in the second.
certain Porsche factory driver and got the German
marque to allow Nick Tandy to test the Focus at Brands Indy _2‘?
Snetterton half-way through the vear. _ e

Quite apart from outpacing Jackson and Smith Dioingte :
for three-quarters of the two-day test, Tandy also
helped move the programme on. “The break was a
Godsend,” confirms the Motorbase boss. “INick
worked with Mat and Aron and the car took a big
leap forward. We came out of that thinking we had

a car that works”
3 Snetterton [ s

They weren’t wrong. Smith gave the team its
best qualifying position of the year (shortly before knockhil [ . 27
a heavy accident) at the Snetterton round in : : :
August — sixth — and both he and Jackson took
podiums. Motorbase scored more points than
any other team.
After a tricky Knockhill, Rockingham was
arlmthf:r p:::sitivfn:f weekend, Jackson being back to 5w % W % 5w
his old form — “Mat showed he can race better POINTS SCORED PER MEETING (TEAM)
than anyone” — and storming to a second and
two fourths. It was Smith’s turn at Silverstone,
the Irishman taking two podiums of his own. Tom Onslow-Cole had joined the teamn at Bartrum is determined to keep that momentum
Smith then bounced back from a scary crash in Rockingham. Base boost, incidents and turbo issues  this time: “A difhcult and interesting vear, one I
practice at Brands to manage two top-fives, while hampered him for two rounds, but at the Brands don’t really want to repeat, but the team never
Jackson impressed again by turning a row-six GP finale he qualified seventh and took a fourth. stopped working,
qualifying effort into two podiums in damp/wet The second half of the season suggests “We've got some development stuff to do and
conditions on racedawv. Motorbase is now back on the right track and we know where we are going into the winter.”#
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BUILDING BMW'S GHARG
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WSR's 1-series Beemers gave the Hondas and MGs a serious run for their money. CHARLES BRADLEY visited the factory to find out how

ooking back at WSR’s British Touring
Car Championship campaign, two
distinct images spring to mind: the
first is Colin Turkington in Victory
Lane, celebrating one of his five
victories in the BMW 1251 M Sport,
the car’s maiden NGTC season in
the series. The other image is of its
stealthily liveried, rear-wheel-drive
cars being sent spinning like a top by
its more stable front-wheel-drive
rivals in the corners.

Let’s begin with the positives. Turkington's first
BTCC season since his 2009 title with WSR was
impressive. The smaller BMW made for a great
NGTC car — the new 3201 is even larger than the
old one — and added a fresh dimension to the
championship’s latest rules set (for the record,
it’s longer than the Honda Civic and shorter than
the MG6). And for Turkington to have a title shot
going into the final round was probably more than
anyone had hoped for at the start of the year.

“Owerall, we're verv pleased with this season,”
says veteran team boss Dick Bennetts. “Together
with our title sponsor, eBay Motors, and BMW we
chose to go for a completely new car, and they were
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both keen on the 1-series, but the NGTC side of
it takes a while to get your head around.

“To end the year with five wins and 11 podiums,
and become a genuine frontrunner from scratch,
is very pleasing up against rivals who'd all had
experience with these cars.”

Don't underestimate the effort required behind
this campaign. WSR’s outlay on 2013 was over
fimillion in building and developing three
brand-new cars for Turkington, Rob Collard and
Nick Foster. After evaluating BMW's recent engine
technology, WSR settled on reworking the engine/
gearbox it had used last vear, as Munich’s most
recent technology focuses on efficiency and
emissions over outright performance.

Bennetts admits it took until Oulton Park in June
for the team to truly get a handle on its cars: “We
just got no testing, the weather was awful every
time — zero degrees — so then we were having to
do our testing in public at the race meetings.”

The main issues WSR faced was understanding
the suspension geometry, and discovering workable
wet and drv set-ups. The car’s great strengths are in
slow- and medium-speed corners, but key to taking
advantage of this was forgetting its recent 3-series
knowledge as this was a very different beast.

“Tt helped having Colin back on board, because
he had no preconceived ideas of last year’s car,” says
Bennetts. “We kept on trying to follow our old
route with Rob, but realised that our NGTC BMW
was very different from our S2000 BMW. Having
Colin back was great, he’s a class act. Rob raised
his game too, and from Knockhill where he got
his podium he was right with Colin.”

By Oulton, Turkington was already 57 points
off the series lead, and he would end the year 50
in arrears. Not bad, when you factor in his costly
end-of-season Silverstone and Brands crashes.

“At the beginning we had a difficult car and I
was happy to take the sixths, the sevenths and the
eighths because it’s points in the bank,” Turkington
reflects. “I can look back on every race this season
and feel 100 per cent satisfied I've given my all.

“When we had a good car capable of winning
we really made the most of it. I had to think about
it a bit more this year compared with 2009 to get
the points in the bag.”

Turkington could boast that he finished every
race in the points up until being harpooned out by
Mat Jackson’s Motorbase Ford in the third race at
Silverstone (although he was excluded from race
three at Knockhill for an overboosting turbo).

PICS: STALEY/SLAT



“Reliability-wise, I was very pleased with our
guys in the workshop because we had such a new
car and only had a couple of failures,” Bennetts
adds. “With the old cars we did 412 races with only
three mechanical failures, so we aspire to get back
to that level. We’re a fairly small, 100 per cent
privateer team — although people perceive us as a

big outfit. We only have 11 people to run three cars.”

Now let’s address the apparent Achilles’ heel of
the BMW? its susceptibility to being spun around
by the front-wheel-drive bullyboys. Whereas the
front-wheel-drive brigade can nail the throttle
when they're pushed into a slide, which swings the
front axle back in front of the rear, this is not an
option for a RWD car, as it reaches the point of no
return much faster, from which there’s no recourse.

“When you're up at the front, but don’t have
the pace, you're vulnerable,” admits Turkington.
Bennetts concurs: “Colin lost a lot of serious points
through the driving behaviour of some. In many
cases there were not sufficient penalties as such,
so that’s something that needs looking at in future.

“The frontrunning guys know that [how easy it
is to spin the BMWs] and to me there needs to be
judicial change, because we're entitled to race the
same as they are. This is not a front-wheel-drive

WSR’S REAR-WHEEL-DRIVE CHALLENGE
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Benneﬂ:s has a rich
hErltHgE in thE_ﬁpﬂﬂ:

“Our target is to win
the title. We've spent a

lot of money and put
a lot of effort into this”

championship, therefore we should have harsher
penalties for contact, just as you see in the DTM
or V8 Supercars. Otherwise it opens the door for
it to continue, and that’s not what our drivers,
sponsors nor BMW wants.”

With 2013 consigned to the history books,
work is now in full swing with next year in mind.

“We've learnt a lot through the season and now
we've got to do our homework over the winter,”
says Bennetts, as Turkington’s car is being stripped
down for a series of torsional rigidity tests and aero
work before our eyes. “We've got a test programme
listed out, there’s some engine work to be done,
and it’s all looking very good for next vear.

“We’ve had quite a few enquiries from other
teams’ drivers, so we've been toying with building
a fourth car. For sure, we’ll be running three
minimum ourselves.”

It’s a three-vear plan to use the cars vou see
above, as they’re stripped down after their first
season of BTCC combat. So what’s the 2014 aim?

“Owr target is to win the title,” states Bennetts.
“We've spent a lot of money and put a lot of effort
into this. We can do our part, but we need some
support from the body that runs the championship
to control what goes on with driving standards.” %
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AUDI MAN’S BREAKTHROUGH SEASON

AUSTIN MAKES HES MARK

After a trying start to his BTGC career, Rob Austin proved his doubters wrong in 2013. He talked SCOTT MITCHELL through his journey

here is no shortage of success stories
from the 2013 BTCC season, but few
pack as much in as Rob Austin’s
journey to becoming a race winner.
The Evesham racer has been one of
the grid’s most popular drivers since
joining the championship in 2011
with his self-built NGTC Audi A4.
A podium in each of the team’s first
two seasons hinted at potential, but
stability off track and consistency on
it proved hard to come by.

Though still not quite finished, the pieces of the
puzzle started to come together this vear. Austin’s
peaks were higher, even though the inconsistencies
remained, and he duly made the most of one of his
Audi’s more competitive weekends to claim a
breakthrough win at Rockingham in race two.

Having fought through financial scares and relied
on fan support at times just to make the grid, few
would begrudge the reward that afternoon in
Northamptonshire brought.

“It’s been a long, hard slog,” reflects Austin.
“This year it was worth the wait. My boys have
stuck with me the whole way through and without
the support of the fans a couple of times we would
genuinely have gone bankrupt.

“I put evervthing, everything I have into this
company. This is my team, and the thing I'm proud
of the most is the list of car builders who have won
races this year: Dynamics; Triple Eight; WSR and
us, a bunch of idiots! I'm pretty damn proud of that.”

Austin’s “idiots” have largely been with him from
2007, when he cut his teeth as a team boss running
Ginetta Gz2os and expanded his operation to
include two entries in the Ginetta Gso Cup
and a sole Gso in British GT'4.

The 2010 season was spent concentrating solely
on father Richard’s historic F1 obligations, but with
the BTCC soon introducing its spec-part NGTC
regulations, a change of scenery beckoned.

“Financially it seemed sensibly priced,” Austin
explains. “There was the TV package and huge
following and we thought, ‘this has got to be a very
viable option’ So we went for it. It wasn’t at all
what we thought it would be.”

The Toyota Avensis was used by GPRM as the
blueprint for the NGTC design but Austin went a
different route by self-engineering a pair of
rear-wheel-drive Audi A4s. There were early issues
with the original NGTC regulations, which meant
for the first two seasons the positioning of the
engine in the front of the rear-wheel drive Audis
was drastically compromising the positioning of the
steering rack. This had a big impact on the handling
of the car, limited the feedback Austin could give
and reduced the effectiveness of set-up changes.

The NGTC regulations were fluid in their
infancy, and a sub-frame upgrade at the end of the
yvear, inspired by Team Dynamics’ involvement
with the NGTC Honda Civic according to Austin,
required a“patchwork quilt” upgrade to the Audis’
shells and cages. The next year was particularly
testing — Austin almost threw in the towel after a
disastrous Thruxton round — but there were clear

Austin took fine pole
at Knockhill before
Rockingham success
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signs of progress as the lead Audi spent the
majority of the races fighting in the top 10. The
second A4 had finally been successfully introduced,
with the part-time introduction of Will Bratt.

Then, prior to this season, WSR — developing
its new NGTC BMW 1 Series — successfully
lobbied for the engines to be moved backwards.
Again, Austin’s outfit had to flick the reset switch,
but this would at least be to the team’s benefit.

“The concept they sold us was an already-
developed package, but it just wasn’t like that for
us,” says Austin. “We were the crash-test dummies.
Bigger teams came in, pushed the costs up and
demanded certain things be put right. Obviously
it meant that we had to start again but fmally it
has evened up a bit.”

The repositioned engine, not to mention a
title sponsor for the first time in Wix Filters, gave
Austin a new lease of life this year. He started the
season strongly at Brands, finishing on the podium
with the fastest lap in the opener, but suffered a
huge crash in the final race in which he was an
innocent victim. Despite the setback, the signs
were encouraging.

However, he struggled for pace at Donington
Park and Thruscton, with a best result of 14th. A
switch to the TOCA engine from a Field Motorsport
unit for Oulton Park brought better results, if not
greater pace, before further struggles at Croft.

“We were down on power early on,” he explains.
“It’s important not to discredit Field but we had to
switch because if vou look at who has developed
their own engine, they’ve got a hell of a lot more
money than us to chuck at engine development.

“We tried to make up for that loss of power and
just lost ourselves on set-up. I went back to the
Brands set-up for Snetterton. I made a mess of
the weekend so we didn’t show any of the pace
we had there, but we were in the window.”

That decision revitalised his fortunes and he
qualified on pole at Knockhill, claiming two
podiums, then finished on the rostrum again at
Rockingham before winning the second race.

However, the closing rounds at Silverstone and
Brands Hatch GP were disappointing — hindered
by minor set-up issues — and Austin’s season
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petered out with no points in the final five races.

Having survived the lows to become a self-made
race-winning BTCC team, it would be out of
character for Austin to be content with that.

“I love it here, I want to make a long-term future
of it,” he says.“Jason Plato and Matt Neal have been
in it for years and I can see why. The racing is always
exiting and the fan support — you never get bored
of that. It’s the pinnacle of motorsport in the UK.

“We've had better success this year so hopefully
we’ll get better financial support next yvear and
that’ll bring more success.

“I'm never going to make a million — I think if
you're aiming to do that you're a fool — but if [ can
make it a long-term project, I'll be a happy man.” ¥

NO JOY FOR BRATT

Ex-Euroseries 3000
champion Will Bratt
joined the BTCC in
a second Rob Austin
Racing Audi at Oulton
Park in 2012, finishing
eighth on his debut.
Despite a number of
incidents and only two more top-10 finishes in
the other five rounds he contested, he committed
to a full 2013. But the F2 race winner struggled
to make the same progress as his team-mate,
finishing in the top 10 just twice all season.
“I really don't think I've made a good showing
of myself,” said Bratt, 19th in the standings.
“When the car was working well, I'd get taken
out or there would be a mechanical problem. I'd
like to go back because | can do a lot better.”
Unlike Austin, Bratt came into the season
without a title sponsor, and believes that budget
was his main disadvantage. "l was given a straight
bat by the team,” he insists. “The idea at the start
was for me to bring in more money than | could.
Rob was fully backed and | wasn't so my car was
underfunded. That's always going to hurt you."

EBREY/LAT
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MEN OF THE YEAR

T0P 10 DRIVERS

There have been some great performances and dramatic events in 2013. KEVIN TURNER sifts through it all to pick out the best racers

1 Andrew Jordan
Championship 1st (397 points)
Wins 6 Poles 2 Fastest laps 8
Came of age as a touring car
star. Generally pushed when

he sniffed a victory chance and
scored well when he couldn't.
Responded brilliantly to troubled
race two at Brands GP finale with
a charge through in race three
that was worthy of a champion.

2 Golin Turkington
Championship 5th (347)

Wins 5 Poles 1 FLs 3

Hard to fault Turkington's season.
He kept himself in title contention
despite an underdeveloped car,
and having not raced in the BTCC
since 2009. Aside from his Brands
qualifying spin and closing the
door on Jordan at Snetterton,
Turkington showed his class.

3 Jason Plato
Championship 3rd (380)
Wins &8 Poles 4 FLs 6

When the MG was quick, he only
had to beat his inexperienced
team-mate and duly delivered
four doubles. At other times,
things were tough and Sam
Tordoff did keep him on his toes.
Nevertheless, Plato's eight wins
were more than anyone else.

4 Gordon Shedden
Championship 2nd (390)
Wins 5 Poles 1 FLs 5

Given the truly bad luck Shedden
suffered in 2013, fourth seems a
tad harsh. But he was sometimes
the architect of his own downfall
— slicing across the front of Plato's
MG at Thruxton, for example. But
he battled on, took five wins and
snatched second in the table.
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9 Matt Neal

Championship 4th (356)
Wins 4 Poles 0 FLs 1 (shared)
As the number of poles and
fastest laps show, Neal was the
third-quickest Honda Civic driver
this season. And yet he led

the title race for many rounds,
underlining his canny racecraft,
and was almost third in this list.
Talled off a tad in final rounds.

6 Sam Tordoff

Championship 6th (286)
Wins 1 Poles 1 FLs 3

This was a fine rookie campaign
for Tordoff, genuinely outpacing
MG team-mate Plato at Snett to
take his first BTCC pole and win.
Elsewhere he was often only a
fraction behind the double champ
and helped the Triple Eight team
assess set-up options,

 Adam Morgan
Championship 7th (233)
Wins 0 Poles 0 FLs 2
Morgan banished many of the
mistakes and clashes that ruined
his first BTCGC season in 2012,
Back with the family Ciceley
squad and often in the mix,
Morgan kept his nose clean to
rack up 26 points finishes. Now
needs to nail breakthrough win.

Honourable mentions

Like team-mate Jackson, Aron Smith had an up-and-
down season, but his peaks, including two podiums at
Silverstone, were impressive. Dave Newsham showed
flashes of pace in between incidents, while Jack Goff
made good progress in his first BTCC season.

Rob Collard attracted most of WSR's bad luck, but
had fine race pace by the second half of the year. Lea
Wood was the class act of the S2000 runners and
deserves a shot in an NGTC machine. Too many clashes
and problems stopped Frank Wrathall scoring better.

8 Rob Austin

Championship 11th (154)
Wins 1 Poles 1 FlLs 2

The fight behind the top seven
was tight, but Austin gets the nod
because he managed something
nobody else outside the big
teams managed: a race win. Not
the most consistent season, but
Knockhill pole and Rockingham
victory were well-deserved.

g Tom Onslow-Cole
Championship 12th (152)
Wins 0 Poles 0 FLs 0
Performed spectacularly in
underdeveloped VW Passat,

with his Thruxton weekend being
a highlight, before moving to
Motorbase. Base boost, incidents
and electrical problems hampered
him until Brands GP, where

he qualified as top Ford.

10 Mat Jackson

Championship 8th (225)
Wins 0 Poles 0 FLs 0
Jackson is perhaps fortunate to
make it into this list. Given his
pedigree, the first half of his
season was disappointing and
riddled with incidents. He was
given a run for his money by
team-mate Aron Smith, but did
eventually come out on top.
‘ .

Goff improved during

his rookie campaign

N
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ABSOLUTE CONTROL

.

"~ SIGNS
. AND GRAPHICS:

SPECIALISTS IN BESPOKE SIGNS & GRAPHICS FOR ALL PURPOSES

WHAT WE DO:

GRAPHIC DESIGNS
EXHIBITIONS

LOGO DESIGNS
VEHICLE LIVERY
SIGNAGE

PRINT SERVICGES
BHANDED GI.OTHING

“We love what we do, we work with some great people
from personal clients through to blue chip organisations.
We have also worked in Film and TV for the New Ron
Howard film ‘Rush’ and for National Geographic’s Car
S0S. Regardless of your requirement we can help.”

Jim Cousins, Director

CONTACT US TD SEE WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YDU

ABSOLUTE CONTROL SIGNS & GRAPHICS LIMITED
a: UNIT 4, WILLMOTTS BUSINESS GENTRE, STATION APPROACH. PERSHORE,
WORCESTERSHIRE, WR10 2DB

t: 01386 953657 |
e: SALES@ABSOLUTECONTROL.CO.UK
w: WWW.ABSOLUTECONTROL.CO.UK




highR

MOTORSPORT BRANDING

Whether you’re a driver, rider, team manager or manufacturer,
you'll kKnow that in motorsport image is everything. And yet,
looking good is much more than just vanity. A carefully
considered and managed brand can make you a winner.
And long before the chequered flag drops.

At highR, we know how to create the right image, for maximum
exposure and therefore sponsor appeal. With experience on
two and four-wheels, plus our very own racing driver providing
valuable insight, we not only create stunning designs —
we create champions.

To discover how we can enhance your own brand image,
visit our website or give us a call on 01823 444 442,

HIGHRMOTORSPORT.COM




