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F1 2013 gets off
to a fantastic start

NOT A BAD START TO FORMUILA 12013 THEN — UNLESS
you're McLaren, Williams, Caterham or Nico Hulkenberg. Despite
the damp squib of Saturday’s qualifying session, raceday was far
more enjoyable. Lots of overtaking, alternate strategies that kept
us guessing, and popular winners in Kimi Raikkonen and Lotus.
Was Melbourne a one-off, or will it set the trend for the season?
And was it Pirelli’s choice of bringing supersoft tyres, which were
only good for a handful of laps, that created the scenario for big pace
fluctuations? Then again, how about the uber-swift Red Bull’s
significant drop-off in speed after a few laps on the mediums, too?
Let’s take nothing away from the boys at Enstone. On-board the
Lotus, the ride was as smooth as a Rolls-Royce, protecting its tyres
from the rubber-shredding loads; I've not seen that much suspension
movement since the 99T! Or as many sparks since the early ’9os...
Malaysia will no doubt bring different challenges. It’s the
hard/medium tyre combo, with the wets on standby for those
tropical monsoons. My concern is that if it does lash down (as it
so often does) bearing in mind what happened |
on Saturday, will we get to see a race at all?

e

CHARLES BRADLEY EDITOR
charles bradley@haymarket.com
- @Autosport_kd

THERE'S EVEN A LANE
JUST FOR McLARENS

CONTENTS ‘

March Z1 2013 — vol 211 no 12

#AUTOSPORT

I'Ei_mi_ﬂaikknnen won
the Australian GP for

: - _ 5 i:._ the second time -
S ' L & this time for Lotus %
) v ok, R ~ LA i

6 This week in F1

MASON/GETTY

9 Mark Hughes: MPH
10 This week in international motorsport

13 Guest column: Eric Boullier
The Lotus boss on his man Raikkonen's win

14 Australian Grand Prix
The full story from the Melbourne season opener;
driver by driver; technical appraisal; full results

30 Debrief: Team Enstone: third-coming?

32 Debrief: The truth behind McLaren woes
34 Malaysian Grand Prix preview

38 Debrief: WSR BMW 1 Series breaks cover

40 Solberg switches to rallycross
The former WRC champ goes back to his roots

46 GP2 Series preview
Brit James Calado is the feeder-formula favourite

48 FIA European Formula 3 preview
Profiling the seven Brits out to shine in 2013

52 World Touring Car championship preview
All change for the global tin-top series; 10 to watch

56 Sebring 12 Hours
Audi takes one-two in Florida LMP1 farewell

63 Race Centre
NASCAR; V8 Supercars; V8 Stock cars

83 Club AUTOSPORT

FIA plans worldwide starter formula; GT aces
Walker and Bell join British GT ranks; National
reports from Donington, Lydden and Snetterton

92 National Focus: Bob Simpson
Still racing in 790 Formula after 44 seasons!

94 This week
Readers' letters; best pictures; product reviews

96 What's on
The best track and TV action in the coming week

08 Race of my life
Kenneth Hansen, Loheac ERC, 2001

MARCH 21 2013 AUTOSPORT.COM 3




-

- ; _1' ' .
P - ’ -‘_-.-T:— —
— - . e - — -
- J *:__. .';I:F = .F‘ i T e =N h-_lh
= ] s il - — - 4 ¥ o
- 3 | S SHEELE
_— | - . - '
' ; ~:
. By " -T _'"'_-.‘__ - '-—r_.‘. , b E & i
- : — — — - Tﬂ; S
% Wy

. Australian GP, lap one: Vettel is already well glearand
- the Ferraris are in-hot pursuit, but who's that bloke all s
- locked up in the chasing pack? The ‘lIceman’ cometh. .. ¥

——— .
R

-
4

bl

Ty

il

;

s,

]
1
i

il &
i

.
.
e

1

1
i
et




PIT & PADDOCK

o

.

COATES/LAT



The key stories from the past seven days
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ROBERTSOMN/GETTY

This week In F1

Tie-up with
McLaren began
in 2007 season

_n“ ""-' CFOFCI O Te
-

Vodafone has confirmed that, as expected, it will McLAREN’S TITLE SPONSORS

not continue as McLaren'’s title sponsor beyond YEARS SPONSORS
its current contract, which expires at the end of 1979-1973 Yardley
this season. A team statement confirmed that a 19741996 Marlboro
replacement title sponsor will be announced on 1897-2006 Wes

December 2. Vodafone has been McLaren’s
main sponsor since 2007.

2007-2013 Vodatone

Mercedes to protect ol T Gonzalez
data from Honda E_{, ey | | becomes
Mercedes will move to ensure that Honda does not benefit [ F588 - - Marussia
opanese memacurrretorns o e partwith ieloen | CHASSIS SWITCH reserve

vercsges engines - it e dooropen o tonds | FOR HULIKENBERG | Rodotto Gonraes he fined

i to return in "15. Mercedes Sauber driver Nico Hulkenberg will race with a new Marussia as its reserve for
; motorsport boss Toto Wolff said: chassis in this weekend's Malaysian Grand Prix after 2013. The 26-year-old
“It is going to be essential for us a fuel leak with his previous one prevented him from Venezuelan has previous
. A - to guarantee that there is no starting the Australian Grand Prix last Sunday. F1 test experience for
chance of IP [crossover].” Caterham and Force India.
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Red Bull snaps
up Sauber man

Sauber head of vehicle dynamics
Pierre Wache is set to join Red Bull.
Wache is still officially a Sauber
employee, but a spokesperson
confirmed to AUTOSPORT that he
“will leave the company in the near
future”. Former Red Bull man Ben
Waterhouse, who moved to Sauber
three years ago, has held Wache’s
old Sauber role since January 1.

ALORD BAEARERS

Llyald

McLaren: ECU not to blame
for Webber’s start problems

McLaren Electronic Systems managing director Peter van Manen
insists that the standard McLaren ECU was not responsible for Mark
Webber losing telemetry and KERS before the start of the Australian
Grand Prix. Red Bull initially believed that the ECU was the cause.

| would pay all the money | have to be back -
N the cockpit of a Formula 1 car. At the

moment [racing at] Barcelona would be
possible, Mlonaco would not be possible

The average age of the drivers who qualified for the
Australian GP was 27 years and 51 days. This makes it the
youngest in history, beating the 1997 French Grand Prix.

7 T

GUILLAUMOT/DPPI

SREH IVE

Robert Kubica on his F1 hopes

MELBOURNE
TELEMETRY

Ferrari: windtunnel return
will compromise 2014

FAILURE

The FIA's race-control telemetry suffered
reliability problems over the Australian
Grand Prix weekend, forcing the decision
to run without in-cockpit lights and the
ability to disable DRS. The problem is

Ferrari chief designer Nikolas Tombazis
has admitted that the switch back from
the Toyota windtunnel to its refurbished
facility in Maranello later this year will
compromise development work on the

2014 car. “Any change of windtunnel has

got some associated risks, so yes you

OZ GP QUALIFYING
GETS RAINED OFF

Qualifying for last weekend'’s Australian Grand Prix was
held on Sunday morning because of heavy rain on

FERRARG/LAT

are right,” he said when asked by
AUTOSPORT about the matter.

Saturday. This is the third time in recent years that this
has happened, with gualifying for the Japanese grands
prix in 2004 and "10 also being hit by bad weather.

not expected to be repeated at this
weekend’s Malaysian Grand Prix.

Williams had a de e
weekend to forget o i |
Tt "

‘..-

Coughlan steps
in for Williams

Williams technical director Mike Coughlan
acted as temporary team principal at the
Australian GP. Both Frank and Claire
Williams did not attend the race following
the death of Franl's wife Ginny Williams.
“It's for this weekend only,” said Coughlan.

IH[ Hl“ &Castrol] CERAND PRI

=== |PREDICTOR

Piemodoinua scored the most points in the first round of the 2013
Castrol EDGE Grand Prix Predictor. An accuracy rate of 67 per cent
yielded a haul of 177 points. Not only did they correctly predict a Kimi
Raikkonen victory as well as the entire podium, they also nailed six of
the top ten finishers, pole and fastest lap. Don't forget you can make
your predictions for the Malaysian GP. Visit predictorautosportcom fo play,

MASOMN/GETTY

Py
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WILLIAMS STEPS BACK

The Williams team has been forced to revert its FW35 to close to
launch specification as a result of problems with the car. Pastor
Maldonado labelled it “undriveable” after qualifying for the
Australian Grand Prix, even though the latest version of the exhaust/
sidepods was dropped after Friday practice. Technical director Mike
Coughlan said: “The philosophy is to backtrack a little bit to where
we thought we had made a significant step forward. Let’s start
again from there and have a look at what directions we took.”

NUMBER

Total racing laps
completed by Nico
Hulkenberg in his three
Australian grands prix.
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POKER AGE GETS

DREAM DEAL

%139 PER MONTH

_ _3 YEAHS’ 0% APR BEPRESENTATI\IE
f’-Iuw rate finance, minimum 30% depusut

'3 YEARS' Pan-European
‘Nissan Roadside Assistance

Poker player Jack Diamond was The deal also included 3 years'
celebrating after being dealt some 0% APR Representative and 3 years'
terrific news by his local Nissan dealer. Pan-European Nissan Roadside Assis-
‘One minute | was admiring the tance. As Diamond raised a smile, he
1.6 Acenta Premium, with reversing commented, “It was unbelievable. | knew
camera, touch screen navigation and | had been dealt a winning hand.”
17" alloy wheels," said Diamond. “The Since taking delivery of his Juke,
next minute | realised | could get it all for Diamond has admitted that poker has
£139 per month.” had to take a back seat as he's far too
= busy enjoying his new car to return to the
table. “My usual group of players think I'm
bluffing,” said Diamond. “But then they
haven't experienced the thrill of driving
the Nissan Juke."

GET THE WHOLE STORY

Read on at nissan.co.uk/offers

JUKE £14.695-£22.185 Nissan. Innovation that excites,

Juke 1.6 MAN: URBAN 36.7mpg (7.7L/100km), EXTRA URBAN 55.4mpg (5.1L/100km), COMBINED 47.1mpg (6.0L/100km), CO2 emissions 139g/km.

Offers valid until 28 March 2013 at participating dealers only. Terms and conditions apply. Monthly price stated is for Nissan Preferences, deposit £4,918 followed by 38 monthly payments of £139 and
optional final payment of £5,873. Juke shown has metallic paint at £495 inc, VAT, Finance is available subject to status on eligible new vehicles in the UK. Guarantees and Indemnities may be required.
Further charges may be made subject to mileage and condition if you elect to retumn the vehicle at the end of the agreement. Figures based on annual mileage of 10,000 miles. Excess Mileage charged
at 8p per mile, Finance provided by RCI Financial Services Limited, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1F). You must be at least 18 and a UK resident {excluding Isle of Man and Channel Islands) to apply.
Mot available in conjunction with any schemes or other offers, please contact your local dealer for information. Breakdown services provided by RAC Motoning Services and/or RAC Insurance Ltd. All prices
include first registration fee and 12 months road fund licence, Information correct at time of going to print. Model shots shown are for illustration purposes only. Models subject 1o availability. The characters
and events referred to in this ad are entirely fictitious. Any similarities 1o real people or events are not intentional and are purely coincidental. Nissan Motor (GB) Lid, The Rivers Office Park, Denham Way,
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 9Y5. J01417/C




was more domi
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Mark Hughes
D MPH

He led less than half the race en route to victory
in Australia, but Kimi Raikkonen'’s performance
nant than you might realise

was actually much more dominant than it may have

looked to the casual observer. He led for only 22 of
the race’s 58 laps but that was just the result of having
qualified on row three and the playing out of the various
strategies. In terms of race performance, nothing else
came close to it.

Conversely, the Red Bull RBg was 0.7s clear of the field
in qualifying, over 1s faster than the Lotus. But it was at
least 0.5s slower than the Lotus in the race, a net swing
of 1.2s in the Lotus’s favour compared with qualifying.

[t was easy enough on its tyres to be able to do the
distance on one pitstop fewer.

“The Lotus’ combination of tyre range and performance
is something we couldn’t even begin to think of,” said Red
Bull’s Christian Horner. Raikkonen’s tyres were 22 laps
old when he set the race’s fastest lap — a 1m29.274s. In the
same stint, Vettel’s were past their best after five laps at
which point his best was a 1m30.409s. By the time his
fuel load was as low as Kimi’s had been when he set the
time, his rubber was totally spent and he was lapping 2s
slower than the Lotus.

With a delicate tyre, there’s a huge performance
advantage to be had if you can limit the degradation
and no-one else can. This is worth much more than the

K imi Raikkonen’s victory for Lotus in Melbourne

It’s clear the Lotus has continued the trait of

last year’s car being very easy on the rubber

typical couple of tenths even the most controversial aero
appendage may produce under these regulations. For
decades the chase of downtforce has been the holy grail
of F1 designers, but there have been several tell-tales in
the past few vears that sometimes the downforce is too
p{:rwerful for the control tyre. In which case, if there is
effectively a ceiling on how much downforce can
eftectively be used, there are then bigger gains to be
made in getting the rubber to behave more consistently.

It’s clear that the Lotus has continued the trait of last
year’s car by being very easy on the rubber. To see it in
action or from an on-board camera is to have at least some
insight as to why: it rides softly and the tyres are not
receiving the same peak loads by being bounced from
bump to bump. With the tyres in good shape it’s far easier
to keep a consistent balance in the car as the stint wears
on. What was happening in Melbourne with a lot of cars
was the worse the tyre became, the more unbalanced the
car became, which in turn abused the tyres at one end or
the other yet more.

This year’s Pirellis are very different to last year’s and

RE.!III MARK HUGHES" FRIDAY GP FORM GUIDE ON

¥ Kimi's lock up didn't
stop his Lotus being
# gentle on its tyres

no-one really yet knows if the high degradation rates we
saw in Melbourne (on most cars, at least) are going to be
typical. The choice of supersott for the option tyre was
certainly aggressive, but teams were experiencing big
problems on the medium too, so perhaps it was about
something else entirely.

“Well we go to Malaysia next,” says Lotus tech director
James Allison, “and the lumtatlnn there is unlikely to be
the graining we had here, but wear. It would be foolhardy
to say that the advantage we had here in Melbourne will
carry through there. It may do, it may not. There are
ditferent mechanisms at play.”

But what 1if it does carry through? What if it’s just a set
trait of these tyres that they are way more critical, way less
forgiving of aggressive aerodynamic characteristics and, by
extension, much more rewarding of the sort of compliant
car Lotus was already producing? Are we about to see a
new sort of ‘softly-softly’ domination? From row three or
four of the grid, one stop fewer than everyone — and only
then a decisive flourish of devastating performance.

As Kimi himself might say: ‘Let’s wait and see’#

COATES/LAT
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The key stories from the past seven days

This week In motorsport
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KUBICA READY e .
FOR RALLY ACTION

Robert Kubica will drive his Citroen
DS3 RRC on the first of at least four
European Rally Championship rounds
when he starts this weekend’s
Canaries Rally. It was announced last
week that Kubica will also tackle the

. Azores, Corsica and Polish events.

The Pole’s preparations aboard

a car specially adapted around his
weakened right arm have, however,
been far from perfect after his

| two-day test was cut short when
storms hit France and a tree blocked
the test road. He tested in Gran
Canaria again earlier this week.

RICHIE SWITCH | KT % [0 T8 MEEKE IN FRAME FOR CITROEN

Richie Stanaway confirmed his Stefan Wilson tested for Dale Citroen World Rally Team boss  Al-Qassimi on the event.
switch from single-seaters to the Porsche Coyne Racing at Bar 211 Yves Matton has confirmed he “Kris is on the list is
Supercup with fellow series newcomer week. Ana Beatriz will race | ' is talking to Kris Meeke about because of his experience
DAMS this week. The Kiwi, who will be the car at this weekend’ B e —— driving a factory DS3 WRC on and his speed,” said Matton.
partnered by Porsche junior driver Michael this summer’s Rally Finland. Meeke, who tested a DS3
Christensen, was due to contest the The former IRC champion WRC earlier this year, said:
Carrera Cup Australia races in Melbourne is one of four drivers linked “I'd sell my granny to get

last weekend, but was unable to race as to replacing Abu Dhabi’s Khalid in that car.”
Team Kiwi Racing had not filed his entry

before the pre-race deadline.

= SAM BIRD

% NEW RUSSIAN TIME GP2 DRIVER

g Was 1t a shock to
land a late GP2 deal?
It’s amazing. When you don’t have %
a drive and something comes up it _ﬁ_
makes you realise how lucky you e
are. And it makes you more hungry. -
I'm grateful to Russian Time for the E‘:
5% | PRODRIVE HINTS AT RX MIN | |
in front of the F1 paddock again.

Prodrive is evaluating the possibility of Liam Doran unofficially lapped the car event, running a 1600cc engine and
Is the team’s target of fighting developing a version of the Mini WRC a second slower than a Supercar in 33mm turbo restrictor,
for the title realistic? that could compete in the Supercar similarly damp conditions. “We've taken weight out of the car to
[ know it’s a new team but they have category of the European Rallycross “We are here to see how far away bring it in line with the 1600cc weight .
a good base so I see no reason why Championship next year. the pace of the car is to a Supercar,” limit in Supercars. The main thing we o
we can’t prove that we are a title The team brought a modified Mini said Paul Eastman, Prodrive’s head are scared of is the power, the Supercar
contender. This team wants to win WRC to last weekend's opening round of rally engineering. teams all talk of having 600bhp and -
and they are going about it right. of the British championship at Lydden. “The car is as it would be on a WRC we only have 300bhp”. i
i ST R T ——
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F2 CHAMPION
BACHETA MAKES
AUTO GP SWITCH

Formula 2 champion Luciano Bacheta
will race in Auto GP, starting at this
weekend's Monza season-opener after
the 22-year-old Briton sealed a late deal
to drive for Zele Racing.

Championship boss Enzo Coloni said:
"Luciano is an experienced driver and |
think he will find himself well-suited to
one of our powerful race cars.”

Super Nova, which won the 2012 title
with Adrian Quaife-Hobbs, last week
signed Vittorio Ghirelli and Antonio
Spavone while Max Snegirev (Virtuosi UK),
Robert Visoiu (Ghinzani Arco), Yoshitaka
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i JORDAN EXTENDS BTCC STAY UNTIL 2015

British Touring Car independents’
champion Andrew Jordan will stay in
the series with Eurotech Racing until
at least the end of 2015 following
the extension of the team’s title-
sponsorship agreement with Pirtek.
Jordan’s father Mike, who runs the

&
- -
i

F o P

squad, made the announcement at
the championship’s media day at
Donington Park today (Thursday).
“We want to challenge the big
three in the BTCC: Hﬂnda’ MG and Keep up with all the news from BTCC Media Day

WSR and contend for the title,” said bip s
]nrdazHSr.E‘?b":‘:Ee q{:.:'ietlz ulrn?l{eé ] r"AUTDSFDRT +

our way forwards since 2006 to get
ourselves into this position.”

Jeff Smith will partner the younger
Jordan in Eurotech’s Honda Civics.

Kuroda (Euronova) and GP2 race winner
Giacomo Ricci (MLR71) have also joined.

Schumacher
in quit shock

Mercedes DTM driver Ralf
Schumacher has retired
from motor racing to take
on a management and
advisory role with RSC
Mucke Motorsport.

The six-time grand prix winner, who
was due to drive for HWA this year, has
been replaced by Robert Wickens with
Pascal Wehrlein taking the Mucke drive
previously earmarked for the Canadian.

Wehrlein, 18, had ariginally planned
to contest the Formula 3 European
Championship with Mucke this year
and will remain in the series for this
weelend's Monza season-opener,

Hamlin drops
fine appeal

Denny Hamlin has withdrawn his
appeal against the $25,000 fine
imposed upon him by NASCAR for
making comments detrimental to the
sport. The Joe Gibbs Racing driver got
into trouble after the Phoenix event
two weeks ago by criticising the quality
of the racing in Cup competition since
the introduction of the new Gen-6 cars
at the start of this season.

N

US sportscars’ new name

North America’s top sportscar series,
that will be created by a merger of
Grand-Am and the American Le Mans

Series next year, will be called United
SportsCar Racing.

The new name, unveiled last week,
will be sanctioned by IMSA. The
combined DP/LMP2/DeltaWing top
class will be known as Prototype, while
LMPC will be renamed the Prototype
Challenge. GT Le Mans will feature
cars built to Le Mans GTE-spec while
those from Grand-Am’s GT division
will contest the GT Daytona class.

'—

=1

h :
o

-

‘ &

=l

Jenzer man
tops testing :

Jenzer Motorsport’s Patric =
Niederhauser topped last
weel’s official GP3 test at
== Barcelona, lapping 0.4s
quicker than his team-mate
~ Alex Fontana. ART’s Conor
_ Daly was fastest on day one.

=
-

.

American DTM gathers pace

A North American series running to the
DTM rulebook is set to be confirmed in
New York later this month. Grand-Am has
confirmed that an announcement of
some kind is imminent, but has given no

further details. Wolfgang Ullrich and
Jens Marquardt, motorsport chiefs of,
respectively, Audi and BMW, have
both expressed their keenness to see
their cars compete stateside.

In Brief

CAMPOS SIGNS PAIR
Eurapean Touring Car Cup winner
Fernando Monje will contest a full
season at world level with Campos
Motorsport. He will be partnered in the
two-car SEAT squad by Hugo Valente,

ECOSSE TO ELMS

The Barwell-run Ecurie Ecosse team has
entered the European Le Mans Series.
Ollie Millroy will contest a full season and
will be partnered in the BMW Z4 GT3 by
Alasdair McCaig, Andrew Smith and Joe
Twyman on an alternate basis.

MURPHY ON ITS OWN
Murphy Prototypes has split with RLR
and will run its own programme in the
ELMS. Brendon Hartley is set keep his
drive in the LMP2 ORECA-Nissan 03.

JORDA'S GP3 SEAT
GP3 squad Bamboo-Engineering last

week signed Carmen Jorda to replace
Roberto la Rocca, who has switched to
the European F3 Open with West-Tec.

THOMPSON TO EURO F3
Gary Thompson, who has competed in
Japanese Formula 3 since 2010, has
switched to the European championship
with Romeo Ferraris. The Irishman tested
the Italian team's car at Monza this week.
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NEW RENAULT CLIO

REIGNITE vour
VAVAVOOM

MULTIMEDIA TOUCHSCREEN WITH NAVIGATION
BASS REFLEX SOUND SYSTEM WITH BLUETOOTH
ALL NEW EFFICIENT ENERGY ENGINES

FROM £179 PER MONTH®

FOUR YEARS ,
YOU'LL NEVER FORGET THE FIRST TIME YOU SAW THE

“H‘“ ' NEW RENAULT CLIO DRIVE THE CHANGE

RENAULT

The official consumption figures in mpg (//100km) for the new Clio core range are: Urban 404 (7)-78.5 (3.6); Extra Urban 60.1
(4. ?) 94 2 I3 0) Combmed 51 4 (5 5) 88.3 (3.2). The oﬁlclal CUE ermssmns for the range are 127-839/km
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development

c Boullier
The Inside line

_otus's team principal is delighted with
Melbourne win, but knows that keeping
pDace is key to more success

PIT & PADDOCK

inning the Australian Grand Prix is the perfect
start to the season for us not just because of
the result itself, but because we achieved it
on merit. That’s the best reward that you can have for
everybody who has worked so hard on the car. When
[ got back into the office at Enstone, to be able to walk
around the factory and see everybody happy and
congratulating each other was a great feeling. But it
wasn’t a normal weekend and I don’t think that we
can expect it to be so easy again in the future!

The race certainly wasn’t as easy from up on the
pitwall as Kimi Raikkonen said it was from inside the
cockpit. After the first pitstops, we realised that we
had a chance of a podium finish but it wasn’t until
we saw how good our pace was, along with how we
were making the tyres last, that we realised we were
in such a good position.

When the others pitted on a three-stop strategy,
1t was just a question of being careful in traffic and
making sure we could run long enough. We all
remember what happened to Kimi in China last year,
where he was second but dropped out of the points in
two laps because he couldn’t run as long as expected
on the final set of tyres!

rear wheels twice during the whole race!

Of course, one win does not make a big difference
to the team in terms of how we approach the rest of
the season. We already have a development plan
underway both for this year and for next vyear. If we
can keep winning and are in a position to fight for the
world championship, we could adjust it depending on
the circumstances, but you have to avoid the danger of
putting everything into one year with such big changes
coming in 2014.

ESTABLISHING LOTUS AS A ‘PERMANENT' TOP TEAM
For now, we do have to improve the car but we have
some very interesting developments in the pipeline
that could be enough to keep us on the pace at the
front. Last season, we lost ground mid-season but
caught up at the end of the vear so there’s no reason
to believe that we can’t keep up with the development
pace. After all, Red Bull, Ferrari, Mercedes and McLaren
all have the same headache over 2014 and when to
switch their focus as we do.

There are still 18 more races to go, but the most
important thing to come from the Australian Grand
Prix is the proof that we can deliver a car straight

We have very interesting developments in

the pipeline that should keep us on the pace

But I can see us being able to keep fighting for the
first three rows in qualifying. From there, it’s about
how you manage the tyres and the strategy. If we do
that right, we can keep scoring podiums this season.

For the Malaysian Grand Prix, the track layout and
the weather should suit us. We know that there are
some cars faster than us on a qualifying lap but we’ll
see if we can get into a good enough position to fight
for podiums and maybe a win as well. It’s very
important to bank as many points as we can at this
stage in a season in which we are strong.

It’s a big boost to know that we have Kimi in the
car because, as we saw last year, he is so consistent.
You know that you can count on him to extract the
best from the car. His mental abilities are amazing
because he can manage the race and the tyres
effectively as well as being quick. He only spun the

out of the box that is capable of winning. That is a
condition of a true top team and it shows that every
year we can be capable of delivering race-winning cars.
That can only help with the commercial discussions
for bringing in any more funding we need to establish
ourselves as a top team in the long run.

Achieving this has been our ambition for the team.
Except in 2011, when we started strongly but had a few
issues that made it difficult to stay at that level, over
the past four seasons we have been able to make a step
forward every time. But it’s harder to stay at the top
than to reach it in the first place and we have to
remember that when looking at the current
championship standings. The important thing is
to establish ourselves as a permanent top team.

Winning in Australia was a great moment but
we must make sure that it is not a one-off. #
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Ralkkonen goes
against the grain

Thanks to the car’s silky touch on its tyres, Lotus went for the two-stop two-step
and the 2007 world champion did the rest. MARK HUGHES reports from Melbourne
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AUSTRALIAN GP \
Albert Park, Adelaide, March 17
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ROUND 1/19

- oo

LAPS 58

A e

WINNER
Kimi Ralkkonen
1h30m03.225s

POLE POSITION | S
Sebastian Vettel
1m27.407s

FASTEST LAP

W N\ r. Kimi Raikkonen
aus O | TR =3 1m29.274s
= W RACE RATING o
A - | = Narlan: Sedat | % % % % % Great start to the season,
L

DRIVERS'
STANDINGS
Rakkonen 25pts
Alonso 18pts
Vettel 15pts

whichbodeswellforthe restof 2013, , | =2
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AUSTRALIAN GP

Qualifying 17:30,1632013 & 1100, 17.32013
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Vettel even found =
time to mow lawn,
such was superiority

b et

The postponement of

qualifying after Q1; the

running of Q2 and Q3

on Sunday morning,
smack-bang in the middle of a tricky
intermediate-tyres/slicks changeover:
none of these things diverted Red Bull’s
magnetic attraction to the front row.

Inthe heavy rain of Q1 and the wet of

Q2 it had been all about the Mercedes
of Nico Rosberg, hugely confident
immediately and much more successful
than anvone else in getting heat into the
tyres. Hewas immensely disappointed
that the crucial part of Q3 waswellinto

Hamilton and n

Webber wﬂnd&r_
how to stop Vettel
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slick-tyre territory. In these conditions
his advantage evaporated and Red Bull
reality returned. That reality had been
first apparent during Friday practice,
when Sebastian Vettel's pace revealed
that the RBgs must have been running
at Barcelona testing with a baseline
weight of around 8okg — at least 30kg
heavier than anyone else.

This advantage, perhaps accentuated
by how far McLaren has fallen, ensured
Red Bull’s main challenge wasjust an
operational one: getting the timing of
the runs right; not making any
unnecessary left-field callsontyre

T —

o —— )3

choices; finding the gapsin the traffic;
leaving Vettel and Mark Webber to
simply express the car’s performance
while keeping those slick super-soft
tyres within the hazardously narrow
drv groove. Bevond that line lay
glistening treachery, gravel traps

and solid park circuit furniture.

Vettel went around 0.4s quicker than
Webber for his 37th career pole, smooth
and safe through the dampfast sections
of Turns 10/11/12, twitches of power-
oversteer throughthe tight tumsat the
end of the lap. Webber all but matched
his team-mate through the fast middle
sector, and most of the deficit came at
theend ofthelapinto and through the
slow tums where Vettel was happy, as
ever, using the car’s roll-oversteer to
pivot it around the outer-front tyre.
This section of track was where most of
the Red Bull’s advantage was coming
from, but from Vettel in particular.

He was finding 0.7s over Ferrari,
Mercedes and Lotus through there.

Lewis Hamilton was running amuch
lower-downforce rear wing than
Mercedes team-mate Rosberg (he was
skm/h quicker through the speed trap)
and it was partly thisthat was allowing
Rosberg to switchonthetyresbetterin
thewet. Hamilton had managed to claw

MASON/GETTY s -

himselftowithin 0.5sof Rosbergon
intersin Qz, but as soon as it came time
to switchtoslicksthe positions were
reversed. Lewis’s lap at the end got him
towithina couple of tenths of Webber
to put him third, and most of his half-
second advantage over sixth-fastest
Rosbergcamein the fast middle sector.
The Mercedes was driveable and
consistent but simply nowhere near
Vettel through the slow-comer
direction changes at the end of the lap —
but then neither was anything else.

It was a salient point how much
Hamilton’s acrobatics were contributing
to the Merc’s performance, for he was
0.4s clear of fourth fastest — the Ferrari
of Felipe Massa. Thiswasnonethelessa
good effort from Massa around a track
at which he has historically lagged badly
behind team-mate Fernando Alonso.
Thistime he went a scant 0.003s faster,
though that was partly because Alonso
hadjust failed to cross the line in time
to get in another lap on the drving track.

The Lotus pairing of Kimi Raikkonen
and Romain Grosjean snatched sixth
and seventh places with their only slick-
tyred lapsright at the end. Both drivers
hadmade small errors on those laps,
without which they would have been
vying with the Ferraris and Rosberg,



Paul di Resta’s Force India and Jenson
Button’s McLaren were at the tail of Q3.
Both had gambled too early for slicks in
2, made corrective stops forinters and
got through quite comfortably, helped
by three others — Button’s team-mate
Sergio Perez, Toro Rosso’s Jean-Eric
Vergne and Williams’s Valtteri Bottas
— vainly sticking with slicks. Once into
Q3 Button went straight onto slicks.

It was achoice that allowed him the

luxury of three flying laps, but which
ensured histyres were past their best
whenthe track wasat its driest. It left
himoth, afull 1s away from di Resta.

With hindsight, Button would have
beenbetter off to sit out Q3, saving
himself from having to start on four-
lap-old super-softs. The McLaren
looked horrible, rocking onits stiff
suspension over bumps, understeering
into turns and looking unresponsive
toany subsequent driver input.
Somethingis clearly not working as it

‘

"The final sector was
where most of Red
Bull's advantage

was coming from’

should. The car appeared to be around
25 off the pace around Albert Park.

Nico Hulkenberg’s Sauber headed
thosenot making it into Q3,but missed
it by agood chunk. The returning Adrian
Sutil placed his Force India just behind,
admitting tonot feeling entirely
comfortable inthe wet. Vergne had
been lapping the Toro Rosso very
competitivelyinthe wettest part of Q2
and was irritated afterwards that the
team had brought himin for achangeto
slicks that proved premature and left
him 13th. Thiswas one place ahead of
tearn-mate Daniel Ricciardo, who staved
onintersthat were past their best by the
time the track was at its driest. Perez’s
struggles with the McLaren and the
mystifying choice of having new slicks
fitted even after he’d aborted on his
previous set left him 1sth, ahead of the
similarly slick-shod Williams of
Bottas. The FW35s were struggling
evenmore than the McLarens.

A
A
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P28 RESULTS

' TEESLAT

1

VETTEL
RED BLILL
Tm27.407s
Super-soft

3

HAMILTOMN
MERCEDES
1m28.087s
Super-soft

]

ALOMS
FERRARI
1mia. 488
Super-soft

7
RAIKKOMNEM
LOTUS
1m28.738s
Super-soft

8

DI RESTA
FORCE INDIA
Tm29.3056s
Super-soft

i1
HULKENBERG
SAUBER
1m38.067s

DID NOT START

13

VERGME
TORO TOSSO
1m38.778s
Supsr-soft

15

PEREZ
MelAREM
1m30.900s
Mesdiuim

17

Al DOMADD
WILLIAMS
Tmd47.614s
Medium

19
BIANCHI
MARLUSS1A
1md8.147s
Super-soft

21

VAN DER GARDE

CATERHAM
1m49.619s

Super-soft

2
WEBBER
RED BULL
1m27.827s
Supar-soft

4

MASSA
FERRARI
1m28.480s
Super-soft

ROSBERG
MERCEDES
1m28.523s
Super-soft

B
GROSIEAN
LOTUS
1m29.013s
Super-soft

10

| BUTTON

McLAREN
1m30.357s
Supar-soft

Br 12

:

SUTIL
FORCE INDIA
1m38.134s
Medium

14
RICCIARDOD
TORO ROSSO
1m39.042s
Medium

16

BOTTAS
WILLIAMS
1m40.280s
Super-soft

18
GUTIERREZ
SAUBER
Tm47. 776z
Supar-soft

20
CHILTOM
MARUSSIA
1md8.9089s
Super-soft

22

FAC
CATERHAM
Tma0.626s
Supsr-soft

RAGE REPORT

ACNDIUC
Mark Hughes ¢

GRAND PRIX EDITOR

|
Aswe wait atthe Turns 9-10 chicane, from across the lake

made choppy by a stiff breeze comes the first noise of the
season. ltrises high in the air, subsides after afew seconds
as the car changes direction and that breeze steals the
noise and carries it off. But as the driver threads his way
through 6 and 7 now it's coming back, a rapid-fire of
downshifts, then accelerating, the volume building as
quickly as the pitch, a brief spike of wheelspin audible — and
here in full view is Daniel Ricciardo's Toro Rosso. More
confidenteach time through, his carlooks pliable and
forgiving and the braking zone shortens accordingly. Jules
Bianchi is smooth but committed here in the Marussia, nice
and early on the throttle after plenty of brake/cornering
overlap on the way in,and he is the firstto geta twitch of
entry oversteer. The two Williamses are running different
exhausts and that in Valtteri Bottas's sounds more guttural
under acceleration, perhaps amplified by the downforce-
enhancing tunnels the exhaustis pointed at. Kimi
Raikkonen is audaciously
late on the brakes, the Lotus The McLaren is
beautifully flowing and stiff-limbed and
adjustable, Kimi fine-honing
the placement of the car

stubbornly
through playing tunes on the _
throttle. The biggest possible understee Iy
contrasttothisisthe McLaren of Jenson Button, stiff-
limbed, stubbornly understeery and rocking backwards and
forwards over the mid-corner bump that is barely noticeable

inmostcars. The Ferraridoesn't have agreat frontend, but
atleastits understeerlooks driveable, Felipe Massa happily

sawing away at the wheel and keeping up plenty of

momentum. The session’s in full-swing intensity now.
- " . Wy
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Turns 9/10: good
place to watch
first free practice
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AUSTRALIAN GP

Race
1700, 1732013

Thethree guys onthe

podium, with the cheering

Melbourne crowd

swarming the track beneath
them, had each delivered classic
performances, reflecting perfectly
their respective characters.

Kimi Raikkonen, the victor, had
clinically and unemotionally used the
only car that seemed immune to the
spectacular tyre graining that was the
bane of everyone else’s weekend. Calm
and collected off the start, just clearing
a space for himself, he picked Lewis
Hamilton’s Mercedes off early, then
simply waited for the others topeel into
the pits as he kept going. That’s all that
was required of him, conserving and
occasionally banging in afast one,
but mainly just letting it all flow.

Fernando Alonso, the fighting
warrior at hisbest, was cunning, smart
and ruthless allin one drive. His Ferrari
couldn’t hope to dothe two stops of
the Lotus. But he’d dealt with both a
challenging team-mate and Sebastian
Vettel by a decisive —thoughrisky —
tactical call all his own, thenmadeit
work, unblocking the stalemate he’d
beenin. After calmly dealing with the
brief fire and brimstone of Hamilton,
he set totrying totake the challenge

‘Each time Vettel got
onto a new set he'd
be super-quick before
tyres pulled him back’

toRaikkonenin his final stint. But
as his tyres surrendered so he was
obliged todothe same.

Vettel, the mercurial world
champion who’d been at his brilliant
best in qualifying earlier that day,
sprinted away just like normal. But
asearly asthe second lap they were
pegging him — and soon they would
be coming back at him. The Red Bull
was even harder on the tyres than the
Ferraris,all that downforce just asking
of the Pirellismore than they had to give
inthese conditions.Each time he’d get
onto anew set he'd be briefly super-
quick before the tyres pulled him back

Bianchi starred G
on his F1 debut
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to their speed rather than his. But he
was still standing on the podium,
even atter a bad dayat the office.

The shape of therace, as two stops and
threeinterwove to give six leadersin the
first 20 laps, was to the casual onlooker
bewildering or exciting. Inreality it was
readily explainable by an aggressive
choice of Pirelli compounds — super-
soft and medium. The former was
capable of just a handful of laps,
overwhelmed by the demandsofthe
parkland surface, the combination of the
high lateral forces of sector two and the
stop-start demandsoftherest. The
latter was more durable, albeit still very
prone to graining. So Adrian Sutil, by
starting his Force India outside the top
10, was able touse the benefit of anew
set of mediums for a good long-and-fast
first stint that would catapult him to the
front, so short were the super-soft stints
ofthose who’d started ahead of him.

The driver who'd been best placed to
dothat, 11th fastest in qualifying and
thereby the first man to have free choice
of starting tyres, was Nico Hulkenberg.

Dejected Hulkenberg

was a spectator after

his Sauber failed




i Resta leads

Button and the

midfield group

,_/'

Vettel gets the jump
at the start as KERS-
less Webber struggles

Here was a perfect opportunity to get
his Sauber career offto a spectacular
start: every single driver ahead of him
was on the“wrong’tyre and consigned
toaveryshort stint. [t'seasyto
sympathise with his door-kicking fury
when he was informed that there wasa
fuel-system problemwith the car that
could not be repaired intime for the
race, making him anon-starter. So12th
fastest Sutil got the full benefit instead.

‘Hulk'wasn’t the only one with
dramas before the race had even started.
Mark Webber, still searching for the
elusive home win at his 12th attemnpt,
found his Red Bull lacking both
telemetry and KERS on his out-lap to
the front row of the grid, theresult of an
ECU glitch. Fevered efforts weremade
tofixit,but tono avail. He sat there
knowing he was going to be swamped at
the start — and he was. Asone Red Bull
— Vettel’s — sprinted intothe lead, the
other fell back to seventh by Turna.
The Ferraris, as ever, were dynamite off
theline, Alonso’s in particular.

‘Raikkonen’s Lotus

was geared longer
than Hamilton’s Merc
and he was all over It

Felipe Massa had got instantly
alongside Hamilton’s Mercedes, with
Alonsolooking set to gobetweenthem,
but as they swerved towards each other
s0 Fernando was forced tolift. Massa
was second, Hamilton got through
Turn1 third but, in blocking the inside
of Turn 3 from Alonso, he put himself
onthe outside for therunupto Turn 4,
where the other Ferrari sliced past him.
Similarly, Raikkonen hadlost outtoan
aggressive Nico Rosberg for fifth at
Twmn 1 but made his wav past the
Mercedes through T'3-4.

Vettel was already over 2s clear ofthe
Ferraris at the end ofthe opening lap,
and it seermed all wasnormal. But by the
second lap they were snapping at his
heels. That big advantage of qualifying
was not evident now. Part of Red Bull’s
strategy whenits cars qualify at the front
istoswerve evervthing towards all-out
performance inthe opening lap, in
fuelling and tyre pressures. Running
higher tyre pressures gives more instant
performance, but ensuresthat theyare
then overpressured asthe temperatures
come upin subsequent laps. Thistime
the spectacular graining of Vettel’s
super-softs ensured the first-lap gap
he’d built was quickly eaten up again,
and now his tyres were overpressured as
well. But eventhe enabling of DRS didn’t
allow Massa an opportunity to pass.

Raikkonen’s Lotus was geared longer
than Hamilton’s Mercedes and he was
all over it, hassling Lewis onthe runup
to Turn 4 onthe secondlapandthen »

RAGE REPORT

1230 Daniel Ricciardo (above)
becomes the firstdriver to hitthe track
in an official sessionin 2013,

Charles Pic complains |
his Caterham is pulling to the right. «

Esteban Gutierrez becomes
the firstto have an off-track moment,
taking a bite of the grass at Turn 5,

EEXP] Gutierrezin response
to a question about the tyres:
“They are quite consistent...
alittle degradation.”

[ 1356 Felipe Massa runs off the
track at Turn 6 and recovers.

Paul di Resta touches the
grass on the outside of the track under
braking for Turn 6 and spins into gravel.

EE Nico Rosberg straightlines the
first chicane afterlosing it mid-corner.

EIZE jules Bianchi grumbles YO
about the low sun: *“The
visibility is really low right now.”

Giedo van der Garde goes
off into the gravel at Tumn 3.

Sebastian Vettel radios
inwith anintermittent KERS issue.

1729

Hamilton locks
upatTurn9

and cuts across
the grass (right).

Hamilton goes off at Turn 6.
‘| had separation of the front splitter,
so it was pushed right up underneath,
touching the underneath of the
chassis. | turnedin and nothing really
happened, | justwent straighton.”

Mare woe for Merc: Rosberg
pulls off the track with a gearbox failure.

1834 McLaren team principal Martin
Whitmarsh admits that this is “one of
the hardest days | can remember” after

his cars finish outside the top 10in FP2,

BEFT] Hamilton on Red Bull:
“Obviously, they have been sandbagging
the whole time in winter testing.”

| 2054 | @SChecoPerez:

“Notthe best Day, tomorrow

is a new Day and we got the Best
Team to come back!! #nevergiveup”
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4 thrillingly close through the long
curving flat-out link betweenthe
Clark chicane and the fast Tums 11-12
switchback. Lewis was defending but
couldn’t hold back the inevitable as Kimi
went around the outside into Ascari
(Turn 13), thanks to abetter exit from 12
that had resulted from Hamilton’s
compromised line. This put Kimi a few
seconds behind Alonso and he quickly
closed on him.Ifthe Ferrari’s tyres were
holding up better than the Red Bull’s, the
Lotus’s were doing better than either.
The cooltemperatures made the
aggressive Pirelli compound selection
of super-softAmedium brittle, and the
front tyres of evervone except Lotus
were ripping up their surfaces. With
understeer, especially into the slow
corners, the tyres would finally grip
mid-turn, but with lock applied that
would thentrigger oversteer. A few laps
of this would have the rears graining —
and then you were on borrowed time.
But the Lotus had balance and, with its
supple suspension, it treated itstyres
beautifully. In-car footage from other
cars around the uneven Albert Park

‘Sutil was driving well
after his sabbatical,

bu
a troubled final stint’

t knew he was in for

circuit showed them leaping from
bump to bump, keeping their drivers
busy, their tyres stressed. The Lotus
looked like alimo.

“Whentyre degis high vou can build
alot of pace,”related Lotus tech director
James Allison.“This vear’styresdo
seem to be more susceptible to that
thanbefore. The car is good onits tyres,
the traits ofits suspension helpit, and
Kimi has a great feel for them. He had
avery, very confident air about him
goinginto this race.”

Onsuper-softs that had already
done four lapsin qualifying, McLaren’s
Jenson Button knew he wasn’t going
tolast long before pitting. He'd got
away OK, up toninth, aided by high tyre
pressures, but it was soon time to come
in.“We thought I'd only be able to get
twolapsin,”herelated in smiling
resignation of his current phight,

“but actually Imanaged four. But by
the time of mv in-lapl could seethe

| Button scraped a

HONE/LAT
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front tyres just throwing rubber off.”
Webber by this time was despairing
of being able to passthe Mercsahead of
him when he was still without KERS.
He was brought in on lap five for a set
of mediums, but at his stop the car fell
off the front jack. This delayed him
sufficiently that he exited now behind
Button, making his situation even
worse. Meanwhile he was following
instructions on which buttons to press
toreset the electronicsinthe hope of
getting back histelemetry and KERS.
Lap seven was leader Vettel'sin-lap
and Massa was almost nudging the Red
Bull aside, with Alonsoin turn almost
on histeam-mate’s gearbox — and
Raikkonen closing down fast onthem
both. Earlier, Alonso had got himself
alongside Massa, but Felipe had refused
tovield. Now, as the leading Ferrari
driver, Vassa got pitstop priority and
came inonthe eighth lap, one before
Alonso and Raikkonen. This left the
Mercs of Hamilton and Rosberg first
and second and, asthey stayed there for
the next four laps, it became clear they
were going totryto get through onjust
two stops. Their tyres were holding up
better than most thanksto a Lotus-like

Bt S <

T

T

ride and balance. Lotus’s stopping of A
Raikkonen onthe 1othlap was quite
early for atwo-stop but it left rivals
uncertain. The reality wasthe Lotus’s
tyre deg was so good that it could afford
the luxury of arelatively early stop

and still dothe remaining distance
with just onemore.

Asthe Mercs finally pitted on laps 13
and 14, so Sutil assumed the lead. The
slow pace forced upon the super-soft
cars had allowed him to stayvin touch;
the Force India was looking after its
medium tyres well enough that a two-
stop looked perfectly feasible and
Adrianwas driving well on hisreturn

Raikkonen had to ;

battle past Hamilton
early in the race

from sabbatical. But all along, he knew
he was in for atroublesome final stint
on the super-soft that would see him
tumble down the order. Meantime, he
led the field with Vettel, Massa, Alonso
and Raikkonen snapping at his heels.

Intothe race’s second stint both
Hamilton and Rosberg were finding
their Mercedes’ balance on the medium
tyre was nowhere near what it had been
earlier, and understeer was creeping in.
Those front tyres were not going to be
able to dothe stint length necessary
for atwo-stop and the call was made
to switchtoathree —which of course
meant that they had stayed toolongon
those old super-softs for an optimum
three-stop spacing. Lewisand Nico
circulated 6s apart, some way behind
the closely-bunched top six.

Alonso was getting frustrated sitting
inthat queue. It looked to him as though
Massa wasn’t able to do anything about
passing Vettel, even though they were
now being held up asthe Red Bull
understeered ever more. By the same
token, Massa had already shown that he
wasn’t about to let Fernando throughto

= | g,
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see if he could do anything. Meantime,
Alonso had Raikkonen all over him. At
very short notice — just enough to get
the tyresready — Alonsocame in on lap
20 to get himself out of his stalemate,
thereby jumping him ahead not just of
Vettel but Massatoowho,asthe leading
Ferrariman, would normallyhavebeen & i
expected to get first call.“Tt wasrisky LA Rainstartsto fallduring
Saturday’s free practice session (above).

‘There 1s Invariably a

EYTT] Sebastian VettelsRed [Q

S ECia| ed e when Bullgrindstoahaltin FP3 at T4
D J with an electrical problem. “Do not

Hamilton and Alonso shift, stop the car ontrack,” he is told.

go wheel to wheel’ Start of qualifying put back by

10 minutes because of rain. This delay
Isthen extended by further 20 minutes.

= BEMALLT

what Fernando chose todo incutting

short the planned length,”Massa Q1 finally gets underway.
told the Brazilian media.“It meant
that he risked having to even make ETEE] Giedo '
afourth stop later on. But in hindsight van der Garde -
it worked for him.” breaks his front | =
Red Bullrespondedby bringing Vettel ~ wing after an off z|
innext lap for his second stop, just as exiting Turn 5. =
leader Sutil was making his first. The
Force Indialeft the pits still ahead of Lewis Hamilton spinsat T2,
. Y the reigning champion, but was passed hitting the wall with his rear wing. He
it Tt | by Alonso as it exited. Massa stayed selects reverse and continues.
o e out for a couple of laps more, briefly
considering trying to beat Alonso by Hamilton's engineer:
E two-stopping, then realising there was “Looks like you've gotrear-
= nowaythe tyres were going tohold up. wing damage —so box, box.”
' % Alonso’swas the right call —it got him Hamilton: “The car’s fine.”
= ahead of Vettel — and he was as forceful
= asnecessary inmaking it. But Massa Felipe Massa loses his front
Rosberg aknd canat least reflect that hematched him wing after spinning into the barrier
B strong, but stopped on pace all weekend, so continuing the exiting Turn 12, just as Mark Webber
Sl his Merc in car park @ resurgence ofthelatter part of last year. cuts across the grass just behind him.
il o || Shortly after their stops Vettel duly '
o dispatched Sutil around the outside of DiResta's engineer:“ls #’h.l
Turn 4. Thiswould later turn out to be it ready for an inter?” Di Resta: :
crucial because, in getting stuck behind “Not far away, it's just the puddles.”
the Force India, Massa lost touch with
Vettel and was thereby unableto Jenson Button sets a trend
capitalise on his better tyre usage. At by pitting forintermediatesin Q1.
around this time alight drizzle began
: falling, mainly over Turns 6-10,and it Charles Pic nosesintothe
[ - was briefly trickily greasy, increasing barrier exiting Turn 10 after losing control
@ ; @ Mercedes-Benz . IR S _ lap times by acouple of seconds, of the rear of the car. Esteban Gutierrez
i AL0AAMCS e T A T () B 7 before drying out once more. does the same exiting Turn 12,
T, d | : o v/ Sor Sowith the planned three-stoppers
= \\ 5'"“ ; I'm having made their middle stops, two- ETXE] Lotus operations chief
SRR - S 1l stopping Raikkonen led comfortably @AlanPermane:“The
ISR B from the two Mercedes of Hamilton Technical Director has just left the

and Rosberg, both of whom — aswell as pitwall to make tea for the rest of us!”
now knowing they would have tomake | |
two more stops — were not far clear of ETEX%] @H_Kovalainen:*C'mon,

the charging Alonso, who had already rain's notthatbad, getonwithit...”
made his second stop. Just as the Ferrari

was arriving on Rosberg’'s tail, Nico 1837 | @ GvanderGarde:
suddenly lost power: electrical failure. “Wow... What afirstqualy

He pulled to the side, disappointed but session for me! t was really crazy,
far from disheartened at the prospect wet,inters, hardcore session..!”

of the season ahead of him.
Hamilton was running out of grip as Q2 and Q3 are officially

Alonso tracked him down. Although postponed until Sunday morning.
they weren’t in reality fighting for

overall position, given that Hamilton BE?1 McLaren's Martin Whitmarsh
was effectively a pitstop behind, there admits that reverting to the 2012 caris
isinvariably a special edge when these “possible”, albeit not a favoured option.,

two gowheel towheel, and soit came to»
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DI.III'.‘| you

money ﬁn Sutil Iéa
o

I've ever had,”

4 be again. Lewis wantedtoholdhimoff  line and flat-spotted tyres, he waseasy
for as long as possible but was on prey for Alonso asthey exited the turn.
compromised lines as Alonso tracked Hamiltonimmediately made for the
himonlap 31. TheFerrarigot out ofthe  pitsand afresh set of mediums. He
quick Turnizfaster thanthe Mercedes  rejoined about 20s behind Massa.

and made for the outside asthey raced Raikkonen peeled in from the lead at
uptoAscari. Alonsowas partiallyahead theendoflap 34, having completeda
butontheoutside as Hamiltonbraked — 25-lapstint on his mediums. He now

late. At this moment the Merc’s had 24 lapstodo on his final set, exiting
outside-front tyre hit abump and only 13s behind leader Alonso. Between
locked. Seeingat thelastmomentthat  themwere Vettel, Sutiland Massa.
2 Third-placed Vettel I g kA 8 Lewiswas still there, Fernandoopted They all had their final stops to come,
¥ congratulates race "\ - not to turn in. Remarkably, Hamilton so Kimiwas effectively now in full
wirniar Raikkoren : 1\ got it allunder control and made the controloftherace.
U A ~ JiI'e \ apex but, on his compromised inside Massa’s tyre usage stuck behind

Grid [ lap1] [ Lap5] [Lap 10] [ Lap 15] [ Lap 20] [ Lap 25] [Lap 30]
~ Position

1 Vettel

_ 2 Webber ; —

Hamilton

Alonso

Dalbanon
a7 il
R y

ndal i1 L"'?
i

3
4
5
6 Rosberg -
7
8
9

di Resta

10 Button

Hulkenberg

12 'Sutil

13 Vergne

14 Ricciardo

15 —]

16 Bottas

17 Maldonado J

18 Gutierrez WA

19 | Bianchi M' "

20 Chilton V

21 vd Garde

22 Pic
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|Lap35|

THOMPSONSGETTY

Vettel had been higher than Alonso’s
and he came inonthe 36th lap for his
final stop. Red Bullresponded by
bringing Vettel in next lap, getting
him out still ahead. Alonsomade his
way in from the lead onlap 39, while
Sutilmade his second and final

stop onlap 46 and exited now
behind Massa and on those delicate
super-softs. Raikkonen assumed
a7slead over Alonso.

For acouple oflaps Alonso beganto
cut dramatically into that lead before
realising he was again running out of
rubber. A close squeak when lapping

|Lap Iu]]

Charles Pic’s Caterham also didn’t
help.Raikkonen let ripwith therace’s
fastest lap three from the end, his
tyresinperfectly good shape despite
being five laps older than Alonso’s.
He could probably have gone plenty
faster thanthat ifneeded.“That

was one of the easiest racesI've

ever had,”Kimi reckoned.

Alonso, Vettel, Massa and Hamilton
duly filed in with plenty of questionsin
their minds about just how typical this
Lotus-Pirelli performance may turn
out to be. Webber rescued something
from his weekend after finally

|I.apﬂ5| |Lap SD|

i

Raikkonen spent
minimal amount of
time in the pits

succeeding inrestarting his KERS 20
lapsin. Sutil, without any experience of
these super-softs, probably took too
much out of them after rejoining and he
was a sitting duck for Webber, who took
sixth place. Sutil only just managed to
hang on ahead of team-mate Paul di
Resta, who had started on the super-
softs, while Button was able to fend off
Romain Grosjean’s Lotus to the line.
Grosjean had dropped into the pack
after apoor start and had never
re-emerged, complaining later that

this Lotus did not feelright. The other
one had felt just fine though. #

& Finishing

|Lap 55|

= Position

2 Alonso

3 Vettel

4 Massa

12 Vergne

13 Gutierrez

14 Bottas
15 |Bianehi
16 Pic

.- 1?- Chilton

18 vd Garde
19

=@ Mechanical failure =€ Penalty ={#= Crash == Pitstop

Safety Car |

RAGE REPORT

BET Q2 startsin damp conditions.
Valtteri Bottas goes off early on (above).

EELT] Mark Webber:“The
first sector is dry, the second
and third are still quite wet.”

BELE] Both McLarensgamble
on slicks. Button is told: “If this is
wrong, we can pit.” He replies: "Yes."

(1115 Sergio Perez slithersto i

5y

F15.Hisengineer admits: “We
got the tyre option slightly wrong.”

ERET vetteltakes polein Q1.
His engineer Rocquelin says:
“P1. Atta-boy.” Vettel: '‘Wooooo! Yes!"

BIE%k] @OfficialSF1Team:

“There is a problem with the

fuel system @NicoHulkenberg. For
safety reasons he will not start.”

Vettel takes lead as Webber
drops to seventh with poor getaway.

BELT] Kimi Raikkonen passes
Lewis Hamilton for third at Turn 14.

EEZEN wmaxChilton:“I'vefront [
wing damage.” He is fold to pit :

Pastor
Maldonado

spins off at Turn
1.His engineer
asks:“Canyou
keep going? OK, switch off the car.”

GILHAM/GETTY

The electrics of Nico Rosberg's
Mercedes fail while he's running in third.

iFLi] Raikkonen:“It's starting o

i,

torainin last sector.” He's told:
“If you can stay out it would be good.”

Hamilton: “I'm just
losing positions. These tyres
are not going to last” He's told: “Stay at
it” Replies: “I'm already flat-out, man.”

IHE'.I @MarioAndretti:
“So far #Kimi seemsto be
master of overtakes. #funtowatch”

ETE Raikkonen wins:“l told
you thatthe car was good.
| hope we get many more wins.”

PITE] @LewisHamilton:

"Today was a good day.

Thank you for all your support. 'm
happy with that, positive startto the
season. Next week will be better!”
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Team by team

7110

Event rating
SEBASTIANVETTEL
Red Bull-Renault RBS
Start: 1st; Finish: 3rd
Strategy: 3 stops (supersoft-
medium-medium-medium)

Therewere alotof things tolike about the
world champion's weekend, His pace straight
outofthe box wasimpressive and his pole-
position lap in tricky conditions was
inevitable. That said, it was far from the
optimum lap as his own splittimes proved.
The qualifying pace advantage didn't carry
into the race and given the effectthatboth
Red Bulls had on the Pirellirubber, third place
was about paronwhatprovedtobe a
frustrating day for Vettel.

MARK WEBBER

Red Bull-Renault RB9

Start: 2nd; Finish: 6th
Strategy: 3 stops (supersoft-
medium-medium-medium)

Mobody had more pressure on their
shoulders going into the weekend than the
home hero, Butdon't jumptothe conclusion
thathis poor start was a conseguence of this.
Itwas actually downto atelemetryfailure
thatmeant the team was flying blind in terms
of start preparation, a problem compounded
by a KERS failure. His final stintwas as

good as identical to that of team-mate Vettel,
proving thathis race pace wasthere evenif
qualifying speed wasn't

Splitters sacrificed for brake ducts

Red Bull had a different rear brake

duct/splitter arrangement to that
seen so far, with smaller splitters and
enhanced brake ducts. The diffuser
detail has changed as a consequence,
the gurneyflap no longer extending
around the diffuser's top corners.
GARY ANDERSON Inthe old set-up,
with the vertical splitters (inset), the
exhaust gases blow down inside the
splitters, the objective being to make the
brake duct work harder aerodynamically.
It turns the airflow around and scavenges

the underfloor, helping it notleak so much
— especially at higher ride heights. With
the new version the team had to get rid of
some of the splitter to make abigger
brake duct, thereby getting more
downforce onthe tyre. By getting the
exhaust gasestowork onthe duct, the
diffuser has had to be modified as well,
because thats what the exhaust gases
are coming around. They feed the
exhaust gases onto the diffuser and the
low-pressure area behind the tyre pulls
onthatgas andtakesitaround the tyre.

8/10

Event rating
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FERNANDD ALONSO

Ferrari F138-299

Start: 5th; Finish: 2nd
Strategy: 3 stops (supersoft-
medium-medium-medium)

For the third consecutive race, Alonsowas
outqualified by Felipe Massa, albeit only by
three thousandths of a second. But given the
Brazilian's resurgence, that's notas damning
astatistic asitonce would have been, His
race drive was typically tenacious, jumping
Massa with a proactive early second stop,
although ultimately the Ferrari wasn'tkind
enough toits tyres to attack Raikkonen.

But Alonso did comfortably beat Vettelina
straight fight, something thatis nevereasy.

7110

Event rating
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FELIPE MASSA

Ferrari F138-300

Start: 4th; Finish: 4th
Strategy: 3 stops (supersoft-
medium-medium-medium)

The new-look (or should that be old-look)
Massaproved that he is here to stay by
shading Alonso in qualifying and giving his
team-mate a hard time in the first half of the
race. There were suggestions that Ferrar
did him over strategically to help Alonso but
Massa's race pace was, in reality, not quite
as strong as his team-mate's, which was
reflected by the eventual gap between the
pair.If he keeps up this level of performance,
Massa's Ferrari future looks bright.

Slot vanishes for race

Ferraritried a ducted hole inthe
front of its chassis (inset) but
elected nottouseitinthe race.
GARY ANDERSON There are two
reasons you might have this — either for
cooling some components or for an
aerodynamic advantage, or both. Ifit's
for cooling it could have an unintended
detrimental effect on the aerodynamics.
To prevent the air overflowing and spilling

youwould need quite a big exit for aninlet
ofthis size.If it's there for aero reasons, it
would be to pull more airflow through the
frontwing, lt would be using the low
pressure on the top of the nose to pull
more flow from beneath the nose, giving
better airflow beneath the car, pulling the
air harder over the frontwing. Butifit's not
working rightit will give inconsistency.
This is avery critical area of the car.



Wing gets work out

Ferrari's latest front wing made

its debut on the final day of
Barcelonatesting. it features a unique
horizontal slot (1) inthe endplate
forming a double tunnel, an enhanced
endplate opening (2) into the wing, a
main plane with a very short chord (3),
a Lotus-like vertical vane (4)and a
Red Bull-like flip-up (5).
GARY ANDERSON: This endplate
design is more elaborate than before but

not as much as
some. There are more

slotgaps feedingair /
to the flap sections 3

where they join the

endplate,inabidto

keep better airflowwhen steering. The
double tunnelin the endplate keeps the
airflow from stalling as the endplate gets
close tothe ground as the car rolls, The
leading-edge slat (3) re-aligns the

How ducts produce downforce

RAGE REPORT |

airflow

before the main
wing tries towork it. Thereis
none of the raised section on the
outer part of the wing's underside

that most cars have to prevent stall in roll.

Ferrari introduced refinementsto

its front brake duct.
GARY ANDERSON Thisis all about
putting downforce directly onto the
wheel. It's not about being a brake duct
at all. With the lower turning vane, a lot of
airflow is displaced as the tyre turns and
meets the ground and if you just let that
air go round the tyre it will get sucked
under the car. It's very turbulent, so will
decrease the performance of the

underfloor. The ideais to make the low-
pressure area behind the contact patch
take the air from the high-pressure area
in front. The top vane is asimilar device
but controls the front-wing wake. You
don'twant too much of that wake going
above the tyre and creating lift. Instead
you have itgoing round the tyre. Teams
can now measure tyre forcesin the
windtunnel through belts —and that’s led
to brake ductand exhaust development.

8/10

Event rating
JENSONBUTTON
McLaren-Mercedes MP4-28-05
Start: 4th; Finish: 9th
Strategy: 3 stops (supersoft-
medium-medium-medium)

Its difficult to evaluate Button's performance
accurately now that the usual barometer-
Lewis Hamilton — has defected to Mercedes.
TheMclLarenis anaverage car at bestright
now, but Button made the best of wet
conditions to haul it to fourthin Q2, even
though the good work was undone by his
Q3 run starting bafflingly early. In the race, he
kepthis nose clean and, given the pace of the
Force Indias, P9 was probably the maximum.
A decent result given the machinery.

7110

Event rating
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SERGI0PEREZ —
o ——-

MclLaren-Mercedes MP4-28-06 Ny
atart: 15th; Finish: 11th ey ‘
Strategy: 3stops (medium- Qi

supersoft-medium-medium)

Amid the hullabaloo about MclLaren
struggles, it escaped most people’s notice
that Perez finished the race within two
seconds of Button. Given that some have
tipped him to sink withouttrace at his new
team, itwas quietly impressive.Less
impressive was persevering with slick tyres
in Q2 rather than returning to intermediates,
although it perhaps shows commendable
fighting spirit. Will be kicking himself for not
beating the hobbled Grosjean though.
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Event rating

KIMIRAIKKONEN
Lotus-Renault E21-03

Start: 7th; Finish: 1st
Strategy: 2 stops (supersoft-
medium-medium)

By his own admission, qualifying wasn't
perfect, even though it's hard to see that
Raikkonen would have been able to pick
up more than the odd place without the
mistake on his final Q3 lap. He referred
to his victory as easy, but often adriver
executing his strategy to perfection can
make it feel that way and he deserves
huge credit for his performance,
particularly the efficiency with which

he passed ailing cars in the first stint,

a/10

Event rating
ROMAIN GROSJEAN
Lotus-Henault E21-01
Start: 8th; Finish: 10th
Strategy: 3 stops (supersoft-
medium-medium-medium)

Did what he needed to doin qualifying,
avoiding mistakes to back up team-mate
Raikkonen on the fourth row. But his race
never really got going. A bad starirelegated
himto 1 1thand he never showed anything
like the pace of his team-mate evenwhen he
had atyre advantage thanksto havingtogo
for athree-stopper. Afterthe race, he and the
team blamed an as-yet diagnosed car
problem, which is consistent with the
lacklustrerunto P10.

7110

Event rating

NICOROSBERG

Mercedes F1 WD4/03

Start: 6th; Finish; DNF
Strateqy: 1 stop (supersoft-
medium-retired)

Eyebrows were raised when Rasberg
thumped team-mate Lewis Hamilton
during Q1 and QZ, although itlater
emerged he had been running more wing
to better suitthe damp conditions.Had
qualifying been completed, his prediction
ofbeing on the front row could have come
true, butin the dry he was over four-tenths
off Hamilton. Raced well and was only a
few seconds shy of Hamilton when
electrical woes struck.

8/10

Event rating
LEWIS HAMILTON
Mercedes F1 W04/04
Start: 3rd; Finish: 5th
Strategy: 3 stops (supersoft-
medium-medium-medium)

There were afew wild moments for
Hamilton,whotooktothe grassacouple
oftimes in practice and was fortunate to
sunvive backing the carintothewall at Turn
2during Q1 without more damage, buthe
certainly revelled in his new surroundings.
| ooked on for a big result when both he and
Rosberg made the supersofts lastwell,
but the carwas trickier on the mediums,
leaving Hamilton to keep Webber at bay
for a strong fifth.

7110

Event rating
: HIl.‘.I] HIILHEHEEHE ...................................
Sauber-Ferrari 632-02
Grid: 11th (DNS); Finish: N/A
Strategy: N/A

It sums up Hulkenberg's misfartune that not
onlyis he stillin a midfield outfitwhen he
obviously merits arace-winning car, but that
he couldn'teven startin Australiaafter a fuel
leak was detected before the race, forcing
Sauber towithdraw his car for safety
reasons. Comfortably outpaced Gutierrez
when he did run, although had he started he
wouldn't have taken up the Sutilrole as the
team planned to start him on supersofts.
His day will come.
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ESTEBAN GUTIERREZ
Sauber-Ferrari C32-03
atart: 18th; Fimish: 13th
Strategy: 2 stops (supersoft-
medium-medium)

Of allthe 2013 rookies, Gutierrez has the
toughesttask in that heis being measured
againstHulkenberg. The rain in qualifying
didn't helpand led to him crashing exiting
Turn 12in Q1. Buthaving set out his stall
tofinish at all costs, the Mexican brought
the carhome alapped 13th, Despite
slightly inconsistent pace, considering
itwas his debut, it's only fairto make a

few allowances.

8/10

Event rating
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PAULDIRESTA
Force India-Mercedes VJMOG/04
Start: 9th; Finish: 8th

medium-medium)

After adifficultendto 2012, diRestagot
things off on the right foot by qualifying a
strong ninth. Unfortunately, that condemned
him to starting on used rubber, burying him
inthe pack atatime when his team-mate
was grabbing the headlines after starting on
mediums. His race pace was pretty much the
same as Sutil's,and but forthe team telling
him not to attack in the final laps, he'd have
had a good chance of emerging in front.

(®)

8/10

Event rating

ADRIAN SUTIL
Force India-Mercedes WIMOG/03
atart: 12th; Finish: Tth
Strateqy: 2 stops (medium-
medium-supersoft)

Considering that Sutil spent2012 on the
sidelines and had fewer laps in testing than
anyone, his performance was impressive.
Qualifying was so-so, despite the German
typically excelling in damp conditions, but
thanks to being the best-placed medium-
shod starter he came to the fore, While his
race-leading turnwas somewhat artificial,
he drove well, but was always going to ship
time when he went onto the supersofts.
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PASTORMALDONADO
Williams-Renault FW35-02
Start: 17th: Finish: DNF
Strategy: 1 stop (medium-
medium-retired)

Maldonado branded his car *undriveable”in
Australia. Unfortunately, he didn't reactto his
troublesome mountin the most constructive
way and continued to attemptto wring
impossible times out of it. Was on to make Q2
until he happened upon Max Chilton in the
final sector. His race was lairy, straightlining
Turn 1 when he found Alonso exiting the pits
before dropping awheel onto the grass on
the approach to the same comerlaterin the
race and spinning into the gravel,

7110

Event rating
VALTTERI BOTTAS
Williams-Renault FW35-01
Start; 16th; Finish; 14th
Strategy: 3 stops (supersoft-
medium-medium-medium)

In the circumstances, all Bottas could do
was keep his nose clean in qualifyingand the
race, which he almost did to perfection.He
managed to scrape through into Q2 inwet
conditions but could go no further, gamely
gambling on aswitch to slicks. In the wet, he
had one off-track moment that cost ime,
withaut which he would have been closer
to heading Gutierrez but the troublesome
Williams had no business beating a Sauber,
A mature drive in adversity,

6/10

Event rating
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JEAN-ERICVERGNE

Toro Rosso-Ferran STR8-03
atart: 13th; Finish: 12th
Strategy: 3 stops (supersoft-
medium-medium-medium)

Although his mighty pace onintermediate
tyres in gualifying wentunrewarded afteran
unsucecessful gamble (the team's, not his) on
slicks, he still did enough to outqualify his
team-mate, Given that Vergne's weakness
lastyearwas qualifying, don't underestimate
how important thatwas. [twas a case of
almost butnotguite, in the race. Aftera
difficult first stint, the race came to him and he
was on for points when he got over-excited
and flat-spotted his tyres attacking Button.

4/10

Event rating
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DANIELRICCIARDO

Toro Rosso-Ferran STR8-01
Start; 14th; Finish: DNF
Strategy: 2 stops (medium-
medium-supersoft-retired)

Australia's other driver had a difficult
weekend. During practice, his pace was
much of amuchness in comparison with
Vergne's,butin bothwetand intermediate
conditions he struggled to match him.
Come the race, Ricciardo struggled with
tyre temperature earty on, dropping as low
as 20th,and gave away too much time to his
mid-pack rivals. An exhaust problem forced
himto retire shorily after half-distance,
ending amediocre weekend.

IRBUSEH
d
MG REGOR

\ .
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CHARLES PIC
Caterham-Renault CT03-06
atart: 22nd; Finish: 16th
Strategy: 2 stops (supersoft-
medium-medium)

Pic mustbe wondering exactly whathe has
let himself in for at Caterham and you could
excuse him forglancing enviously at the
faster Marussias. Shunted in Q1 trying to
stay ahead of his former team butwas
allowed to start despite missing the 107 per
cent qualifying cut-off. A poor startdropped
him to the back, but his race pace was plenty
good enough togetahead of both his team-
mate and Chilion despite alate KERS failure.

()

6/10

Event rating

GIEDOVANDER GARDE
Gaterham-Renault CT03-05
atart: 21st; Finish: 18th
Strategy: 3 stops (supersoft-
medium-medium-medium)

The Dutchman had a baptism of fire, with
several offs punctuating his weekend. That
was forgivable given thatthe Caterham
looked by far the hardest carto drive. He
came through qualifying as the team’s
better-placed driver thanks to Pic’s off. Had

a solid race, losing time with a puncture after
his first pitstop. Thataccentuated the gapto
Pic by the finish, although his underlying
pacewasn'tasgood. Asolid,if uneven, debut

8/10

Event rating

JULES BIANCHI
Marussia-GCosworth MR-02-02
atart: 19th; Fimish: 15th
Strategy: 3 stops (supersoft-
medium-medium-supersoft)

The Frenchmanwas hugely impressive on
track despite havinghad only 136 lapsinthe
car under his belt. Bianchi showed that the
carwasn't too far off the midfield stragglers
onrace pace, bothering the Williams of
Maldonadointhe early stages and keeping
Ficwelland truly atbay despite having o
make an unexpected late pitstop for
supersofts. His pace on the quicker tyre
netted himasfastalap as Vettel at theend.

7110
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MAX CHILTON

Marussia-Cosworth MR-02-03
atart: 20th; Finish: 17th
Strategy: 3 stops (supersoft-
medium-medium-medium)

While Chilton didnt grabthe attention as
forcefully as his team-mate, that wasn'ta
big surprise given his relative lack of F 1
experience. Damagetohis frontwing,
sustained whenvan der Garde ran wide
and rejoined justin front of him costtime
earlyon, as did blue flags and the time lost
before eventually passing the Dutchman.
Thatadded up to adeficit of over 30s to Pic.
Overall,an accomplished start to build on.
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PRACTICE 1: Friday

P05 DRIVER TIME

PO

DRIVER

1 VETTEL Im27.211s 1 VETTEL

2 MASSA Im27.28%s 2 WEBBER

3 ALONSO Im27.547s J ROSBERG

4 HAMILTON Im27.552s 4  RAIKKOMEN
5> WEBBER ImZ7 . 6685 > GROSJEAN
6 RAIKKONEN Im27.877s 6 ALONSO

7 ROSBERG Im28.013s f HAMILTON
B SUTIL Im28.426s 8 MASSA

5 BUTTON Im28.440s 9 SUTIL

10 GROSJEAN Im28.520s 10 HULKENBERG
11 PEREZ Im28.597s 11 BUTTON

12 HULKENBERG Im28.786s 12 DI RESTA
13 DI RESTA Im28.910s 13 PEREZ

14 MALDONADO Im29.443s 14 RICCIARDO
15 BOTTAS Im29.928s 15 GUTIERREZ
16 GUTIERREZ Im30.203s 16 MALDONADO
17 VERGNE Im30.729s 17 VERGNE

18 RICCIARDO Im30.96%s 18 BOTTAS

19 BIANCHI Im31.263s 19 BIANCHI
20 CHILTON Im32.176s 20 PIC

21 PIC Im32.274s 21 CHILTON

22 VAN DER GARDE 1Im32.388s 22

VAN DER GARDE

TIME

Im25.%08s 1
Im26.172s Z
Im26.322s 3
Im26.36ls 4
Im26.680s 5
Im26.748s b
Im26.772s 7
Im26.855s 8
Im27.435s 9
Im2B.187s 10
Im28.294s 11
Im28.311s 12
Im28.566s 13
Im2B.627s 14
Im28.772s 15
Im28.852s 16
Im28.968s 17
Im29. 3865 18
Im29.6%%s 19
Im30. 1655 20
Im30.600s 21
1m32.450s 22

P05 DRIVER

Weather: dry

Weather: dry

BROSJEAN
ALONSO
MASSA

DI RESTA
RAIKKONEN
RICCIARDO
VERGNE
SUTIL
HULKENBERG
GUTIERREZ
ROSBERG
VETTEL
WEBBER
BIANCHI
VAN DER GARDE
FIC
BUTTON
PEREZ
MALDONADO
BOTTAS
CHILTON
HAMILTON

Weather: dry then wet

TIHE
Im26.929s
1m27.000s
Im27.241s
Im27.533s
Im27.6253
Im27.849s
Im27.860s
ImZ8.069s
ImZ8.253s
Im2B.253s
ImZ8.486s
Im29.808s
1m30.073s
Im30.388s
Im30.5%98s
Im30.959s
Im33.236s
Im33.5217s
Im39.232s
Im39.7/9s
ImdZ.872s
Imd7.246s

Oz world champions

Brabham (left) and

Jones were honoured

BAD BOYS & ENGINE USAGE

QUALIFYING TIMES

QUALIFYING STATISTICS

POS  DRIVER OUALIFYTING 1 OUALTFYING 2 OUALTFYING 3 HEAD TO HEAD PENALTIES FINES ENGINES
1  VETTEL Lmdd.657s (7) Im36.745s (B) Im27.407s VETTEL I 0  WEBBER VETTEL 0 €0 1
2 WEBBER Imdd. 4725 (5) Im36.524s (3) Im27.827s ALONSO O 1 MASSA WEBBER 0 €0 |
3 HAMILTON Imd5.4565 (10)  1m36.625s3 (4) 1m28.087s BUTTON I 0  PEREZ ALONSO 0 £0 1
4 MASSA Imdd, 6355 (6) Im36.666s (7) 1m28.490s RAIKKONEN 1 0  GROSJEAN MASSA 0 £1400 !
5 ALONSO Imd3.850s (2) Im36.691s (10)  1m28.493s ROSBERG 0 1 HAMILTON BUTTON 0 £0 l
6  ROSBERG 1m43,380s (1) Im36.194s (1) 1m28.523s HULKENBERG | 0  GUTIERREZ PEREZ 0 €0 1
7 RAIKKONEN Imd5.545s (11)  1m37.517s (9) 1m28.738s DI RESTA | 0 SUTIL RATKKONEN 0 €0 |
B GROSJEAN Imdd, 2843 (3] Im37.641s (100  1m29.013s MALDONADD O 1  BOTTAS GROSJEAN 0 £0 l
9 DI RESTA Imd5.601s (12)  1m36.901s (9) 1m29.305s VERGNE | 0  RICCIARDO ROSBERG 0 €0 1
10 BUTTON Imd4,688s (B) Im36.644s (6) 1m30.357s PIC 0 1 VAN DER GARDE HAMILTON 0 £0 1
11 HULKENBERG Im45,930s (13)  1m38.067s - BIANCHI L 0  CHILTON HULKENBERG 0 £1000 1
12 SUTIL 1md7.330s (16)  1m38.134s . GUTIERREZ 0 €800 1
13 VERGNE Imd4.871s (9) 1m38.778s - DI RESTA 0 £0 l
14 RICCIARDO Imd6.450s (14)  1m39.042s - SUTIL 0 £1000 1
15 PEREZ Imdd,300s (4) 1m39.900s = MALDONADO 0 €0 1
16  BOTTAS Imd7.328s (15)  1md0.290s : BOTTAS 0 £2800 |
17  MALDONADO 1md7.614s - VERGNE 0 £0 1
18  GUTIERREZ 1md7.776s - - RICCIARDO 0 €0 1
19  BIANCHI 1m48. 147s - - = PIC 0 €0 1
20 CHILTON 1m48.909s - - = VAN DER GARDE 0 €0 1
21 VAN DER GARDE 1m49.519s - - = BIANCHI 0 €0 l
22 PIC 1m50. 6265 . - = CHILTON 0 €0 L
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THE RACE: 58 laps, 191.126 miles

RAGE REPORT

TYRE CHOICE

P05 DRIVER TEAN LAPS TOTAL TIME FASTEST LAP  PIT STOP TIME INPITS GRID STINT | STINT 2 STINT 3 stintd

1  KIMI RAIKKONEN LOTUS-RENAULT 58 1h30m03.225s Im29.274s 2 44.890s 7 S-soft Medium  Medium

2 FERNANDD ALONSOD FERRARI 58 +12.451s Im29,560s 3 65.102s 5 S-soft Medium  Medium Medium
J SEBASTIAN VETTEL RED BULL-RENAULT 58 +22, 3463 Im30.409s k| 66.107s 1 S-soft Medium Medium Medium
4 FELIPE MASSA FERRARI 58 +33.511s Im30.239s 3 64.714s 4 S-soft Medium  Medium Medium
5 LEWIS HAMILTON MERCEDES 58 +45.561s Im29.759s 3 65.948s 3 S-soft Medium Medium Medium
6 MARK WEBBER RED BULL-RENAULT 58 +46.800s Im29.732s 3 67.472s d S-soft Medium  Medium Medium
7 ADRIAN SUTIL FORCE INDIA-MERCEDES 58 +1m05. 0685 Im30.710s 2 45.442s 12 Medium Medium  S-soft

8 PAUL DI RESTA FORCE INDIA-MERCEDES 58 +1m08, 449s Im30,8%4s ¢ 46.061s g S-soft Medium  Medium

9 JENSON BUTTON McLAREN-MERCEDES 58 +Im21.630s Im30.198s 3 47.391s 10 S-soft Medium Medium Medium
10 ROMAIN GROSJEAN LOTUS-RENAULT 58 +Im22.759s Im30.395s 3 66.906s 8 S-soft Medium Medium Medium
11 SERGID PERE! McLAREN-MERCEDES 58 +Im23.367s Im29.926s 3 67.386s 15 Medium S-soft Medium Medium
12 JEAN-ERIC VERGNE TORD ROSSO-FERRARL 58 +1m23.857s Im29.498s 3 10.922s 13 S5-soft Medium  Medium Medium
13 ESTEBAN GUTIERREZ SAUBER-FERRARI 3l -1 lap Im31.415s 2 44.631s 18 S5-soft Medium  Medium

14 VALTTERI BOTTAS WILLIAMS-RENAULT 57 -1 lap Im30.652s 3 70.803s 16 S-soft Medium  Medium Medium
15 JULES BIANCHI MARUSSTA-COSWORTH 1 -1 lap Im30, 454s 3 69.427s 19 S5-soft Medium  Medium 5-soft
16 CHARLES PIC CATERHAM-RENAULT 56 -2 laps Im32.261s 2 46.903s 22 S-soft Medium  Medium

17 MAX CHILTON MARUSSIA-COSWORTH 56 -2 laps Im32.210s 3 90.350s 20 S-soft Medium Medium Medium
18 GIEDO VAN DER GARDE CATERHAM-RENAULT 56 -2 laps Im32.636s 3 71.855s8 21 S-soft Medium  Medium Medium
E DANIEL RICCIARDO TORD ROSSO-FERRARI 39 exhaust Im30.881s 2 47.612s 14 Medium Medium S-soft dnf

R NICO ROSBERG MERCEDES 26 electrics Im32.259s 1 £2.2T4s 6 S-soft Medium dnf

R PASTOR MALDONADO WILLIAMS-RENAULT 24 spin Im32.915s 1 23,099s 17 Medium Medium  dnf

N5 NICO HULKENBERG SAUBER-FERRARI 0 fuel leak " o n = -

Weather: damp then dry. Winner's average speed: 127.341lmph. Fastest lap: RATKKONEN Im29.274s (132.883mph) on lap 56.
Lap leaders: 1-6 Yettel; 7 Massa; 8 Alonso; 9-12 Hamilton; 13 Rosherg; 14-20 Sutil; 21-22 Massa; 23-33 Raikkonen; 34-38 Alonso; 39-42 Sutil; 43-58 Raikkonen

Option tyre in bold; new set in red; used
set in black

DRIVERS® STANDINGS SECTOR 1 TIMES
L Y MRl BN LY L - POS DRIVER IIME POS DRIVER FTHE
POS DRIVER PTS  AUS ML GB BR 1 ALONSO 29.885s 1 ALONSD 231.607s
| RAIKKONEN 25 1* | ' e 2 RAIKKONEN 29,9055 2 WEBBER 23.64ds
2 ALONSO 18 2 7 WEBBER 29.926s 1 RAIKKONEN 23.646s
3 VETTEL 15 3 4 BUTTON 29,9325 4 VETTEL 23.735s
4 MASSA 12 4 5 VERGNE 29.971s S PEREZ 21.737s
5 HAMILTON 10 & & HAMILTON 10.011s & HAMILTON 23.753s
6 WEBBER 8 A 7 PEREZ 10.059s 7 MASSA 21.789s
7 SUTIL L 8 MASSA 10.158s 8 VERGNE 21.808s
8 DI RESTA 4 g 9 VETTEL 0.162s 9 BOTTAS 23.959s
9 BUTTON 2 go 10 BIANCHI 30. 166s 10 BIANCHI 23.967s
10 GROSJEAM 1 o™
1 PEREZ 0 11
]_E H'EREHE 1] 12“’ POS ORIVER TIME POS DRIVER SPEED
13 GUTIERREZ 0 13= 1 VERGNE 35.653s 1 WEBBER 190.2
14 BOTTAS 0 14 2 RAIKKONEMN 35.723s 2 ALONSD 189, 1
15 BIANCHI 0 15* 3 HAMILTON 35.835s 3 CHILTON 188.4
16 PIC 0 1at 4 ALONSD 35.913s 4 VETTEL 187.8
17 CHILTON 0 17 5 WEBBER 35.955% 5 VERGNE 187.7
18 VAN DER GARDEQ 18" 6 VETTEL 35.966s 6 SUTIL 187.3
- RICCIARDD 0 ret T PEREZ 6.061s T RAIKKONEN 186.4
- MALDONADD 0 ret 8 MASSA 6. 066s 8 GROSJEAN 186.3
- ROSBERG 0 ret 9 GROSJEAN 16.103s 9 MASSA 185.8
- HULKENBERG 0 ns 10 BUTTON %6.116s 10 PEREZ 185.4

MAXTMUM SPEEDS BY EACH CONSTRUCTOR

191

180

188

188

COATES/LAT
=

=
(Chitton) 168.4

—
[ =]
e

SPEED {(MPH)

POS DRIVER

B

| FERRARI 30

2 LOTUS 26 183 —

] REDBULL 23 213

4 MERCEDES 10 182 1 H

5 FORCE INDIA 10 =) =

6 MCLAREN 2 : 161 - E g ¢

7 TOROROSSO O 5 E = E =

8 SAUBER 0 o =

9 WILLIAHS 0 =

VERARAIE =Bl FOR IN-DEPTH F1RESULTS ~©=1X
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mens count for little in
Formula 1; what matters is
the next race. But on the four

occasions that the Enstone-based
tearn now called Lotus has won the
first Formula 1 race of the season
(1994, 95, 2005 and '06), one

of its drivers has gone on to

win the world championship.

It doesn’t mean that Kimi
Raikkonen, who also won the
season-opening Australian Grand Prix
to herald his 2007 title-winning
campaign with Ferrari, is now
automatically title favourite. But the
circumstances are right for Lotus to
mount Enstone’s first serious bid
since Fernando Alonso led it to a
championship double in 2006
under the Renault name.

Key to Lotus’s success will be to
unlock more raw pace. While it had a
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DEBRIEF: LOTUS'S TITLE HOPES

|leam Enstone:

tne thirg
coming

In the Benetton and Renault days, a |

first-race win led to a championship.

decisive tyre advantage in Melbourne,
and could continue to do so in the
early races, the trend in the Pirelli era
has been for teams to gain a greater
understanding of the rubber as the
season progresses. This, harnessed
with Pirelli’s tendency to become

more conservative with its compound
allocations towards the end of the
season, means that closing on the
speed of Ferrari and Red Bull will be
essential. Technical director James
Allison in particular accepts that it is
not a given that Lotus’s tyre advantage

will continue to play out as
successfully as it did last weekend.

With Lotus’s limited budget
compared to the leading teams, and
question marks over its cashflow,
there are always doubts over its ability
to match the development rate of
rivals. But last season it was able to do
so and a successful start to this season
will have given the team a boost.

“It’s a fantastic reward for the entire
550 Or so people in this team who have
put their heart and soul into the car,”
said Allison after the race. “Certainly,
it will make it much easier than if we
were tooling around at the back having
a nightmare! We are finding the car
reasonably fertile for improvements
but it’s all about relative gains, so it
depends on what everyone else is
doing. But we are not stuck for ideas.”

[f Lotus can make greater progress




with its car than its rivals, there is
little doubt that Kimi Raikkonen is

now ready to gun for a second drivers’

title. Last year he started slowly and
several potential victories went
begging early in the campaign, but
his measured drive to victory in
Melbourne proved that he is back to
100 per cent race sharpness. He also
showed that he can combine the
necessary pace with the ability to
manage the Pirellis effectively, which
should allow him to capitalise on any
tyre advantage early in the season and
then go toe-to-toe with likely title
rivals Sebastian Vettel and Fernando
Alonso if the car does get quicker.
“It’s going to be quite an advantage
for us that we get Kinu at ten-tenths
right from the start this year without
having to play himself back in, which
1s what he had to do at the beginning

MELBOURNE FORM 2010-12

These tables show the order of the teams based on lap times in Melbourne compared to the average over the first
four races of that season, before upgrades could have a significant impact on performance. It also shows how this
early-season form related to final championship positions.

2010

In the final year of Bridgestone tyres, Melboune
proved to be a relatively accurate predictor both
of pace over the first four races and of eventual

championship position,

PACE IN AUSTRALIA

2011

Red Bull was fastest in Melbourne, over the first four
races and over the whole year in a dominant season for
Sebasfian Vettel. Lotus's underachievement in qualifying
in Australia created the only real distortion,

PACGE IN AUSTRALIA

2012

McLaren set the pace in Melbourne last year and
continued to do so, with the competitive order in line
with the average of the first four races. Red Bull and
Ferrari had slow starts to the season, but improved.

PACE IN HUSTHHI.IH

1 Red Bull
2 Ferrari

3 Mclaren
4 Mercedes

5 Renault (Lotus) %—,
PACE OVER FIRST 4 RACES

1 Red Bull

2 McLaren

ﬂ.'ﬂ- E
3 Ferrari

4 Lotus (Renault) &;—

5 Mercedes St
PAGE OVER FIRST 4 RACES

2 Lotus
3 Mercedes iy

4 Red Bull
PACE OVER FIRST 4 RACES

1 Red Bull
2 Ferrari

3 McLaren
4 Mercedes

5 Renault (Lotus) ._
FINAL CONSTRUCTORS’ POINTS

1 Red Bull

2 McLaren
3 Lotus (Renault) ¢
4 Ferrari

5 Ferrari
1 McLaren h

5 Mercedes

FINAL CONSTRUCTORS’ POINTS

——

1 Red Bull M

2 McLaren o

1 Red Bull

2 McLaren
3 Ferrari

3 Ferrari R
T

4 Mercedes

5 Renault (Lotus) Sl o=

Soundbites about the Albert Park
track not being a good indicator of
form for the coming season are a
Melbourne tradition. Following his
team’s win, Lotus technical director
James Allison was quick to point out
that neither Melbourne nor this
weekend's Malaysian Grand Prix
are representative.

“This is certainly not a middle-of-
the-bell-curve circuit,” he said. “lt
hasn't got very many slow corners or
fast comers — they are all of a certain
speed. But to a certain extent, so is
Sepang. So | wouldn't necessarily say
that either Melboume or Sepang are

i
=

i
[ |
[
=
=
=
Lel
L

4 Mercedes
5 Lotus (Renault) :

-. some believe -

perfect predictors of the way the
season will unfold.”

An analysis of the raw pace over the
past three years shows that dramatic
divergences in Melbourne performance
versus the average over the first four
races are rare, even though there is

3 Lotus

4 Red Bull

5 Ferrari

FINAL CONSTRUCTORS’ POINTS
1 Red Bull -

2 Ferrari

3 McLaren
4 Lotus

5 Mercedes

DUNEAR/LAT

inevitably some vanation.

Williams technical director Mike
Coughlan said: “It's low roughness, low
degradation like Montreal so it is a little
bit [unrepresentative]. But we were
good here last year and we were
competitive at most circuits.”

of last year,” said Allison. “He has been
relaxed, confident and absolutely on it
through the winter and this first race.
He looked after his tyres beautifully in
the race and won in formidable style.

“I came away from the last
Barcelona test thinking we were the
third or fourth-quickest car and [
think, on absolutely one-off laptime
in qualifying, that’s probably where
we are. But we also came away from
Barcelona having done one of the
better race simulations and the
feeling that we could make the
tyres work reasonably well.

“It’s certainly a formula where a guy
who is very sensitive and tender with
the tyres will profit. Interestingly;
Kimi tends to be slightly harder on the
fronts than Romain [Grosjean, his
team-mate] and slightly easier on the
rears. We saw last year that on some

circuits Romain prospered and at
others Kimi. But we are lucky with
both our drivers that they both have
a good feel for the tyres”

The positive feeling that this strong
start to the season has generated at
Enstone must not be underestimated.
There have been several occasions
over the past year when statf
payments have been delayed, and
the highly-rated Allison has been
a target for rival teams, including
McLaren, Ferrari and Mercedes.

Pre-season, Allison told the team
that he remains committed and that,
provided the budget to fulfil Lotus’s
potential is there, he is happy to stay.
There are signs of the team being
stretched, with its supply of spares
not at full strength in Australia. That
means that the Implications of this
victory could have a significant impact

on Lotus’s future in terms of securing
the investment it needs.

“This sport 1s ever so difficult on
every level; intellectually, physically
and emotionally,” said Allison on
Sunday night. “Everybody at Enstone
goes through the mill just to get
a car to the grid and this one
wasn't at all easy.

“To be P1 at the end of the first
race is such an overwhelming feeling
that vou run out of vocabulary
when you try to describe it. It’s
just a complete whole-body
contentment. It’s wonderful!”

This weekend’s Malaysian Grand
Prix, where hotter ternperatures mean
that the conditions for the tyres
will be very different, will tell us
a lot about whether that feeling is
likely to continue at Enstone to
the end of the season.
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DEBRIEF: McLAREN IN THE MIRE

VcLaren in more troub
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veryone at McLaren knew that
their MP4-28 was off the pace
heading into the Australian
Grand Prix weekend, but it

carmne as a shock to realise how
uncompetitive its new car really is.

The teamn’s hopes of fighting for
the Formula 1 World Championship
were dealt a massive blow by the
revelation that the car is not only
lagging behind the other four ‘big’
teams — Ferrari, Red Bull, Lotus and
Mercedes — but doesn’t even appear
to be the best in the midfield pack,
with Force India comfortably beating
McLaren in Sunday’s race.

Team principal Martin Whitmarsh
seemed shell-shocked after Friday
practice. “It was one of the hardest
days I can recall,” he said. “We were
lacking overall grip, consistency. We
had understeer, poor ride...” That
Jenson Button was delighted to have

Two pmnts for the team’s new car on its debut

was considered a good salvage job

GILHAM/GETTY

Whitmarsh put :
a brave face on
last week&nd

Runr g the old car is not
an option for Malaysia. We

have to work with this

finished ninth and bag a couple of
points in the race tells you everything
you need to know about the scale

of McLaren’s plight.

WHAT'S THE PROBLEM?

Given that the team still isn’t fully
on top of its issues, it’s impossible to
pinpoint. But it could be related to the
fundamental changes of design concept
with this year’s car. The biggest
changes are the switch to the high front
of the chassis, in order to maximise the
airflow underneath the car and increase
downforce, and the move from
pushrod to pullrod front suspension.
These changes contributed to
MecLaren’s struggles to understand the
car during testing. Because of that,
some of the parts that were intended
for the baseline car for the start of the
Australian Grand Prix weekend were
dropped. But the team remains

convinced that this year’s car has
more potential than an evolution
of its 2012 contender would have.

Sporting director Sam Michael said:
“We looked at last year’s car and said
that we could try and squeeze a little
bit more out of it and probably be
competitive for the early races. But
then where is it going to stall out in
terms of the championship? We made
some reasonably bold changes. Over
the season, it offers us a lot more
development potential”

McLaren remains committed to
realising that potential, but for now
you could make a convincing
argument that the MP4-28 is slower
than even an unchanged Brazilian
Grand Prix-specification MP4-27
would have been. Yet as far as
McLaren is concerned, the
new car should be superior.

AUTOSPORT technical

A REPEAT OF 2009 IS NOT GUARANTEED

When Mclaren’s deficit to the pace
is converted to a percentage, it
makes 2013 the fourth-worst start
to a season in its history. Jenson
Button's best lap was 2.777 per
cent slower than the fastest overall
lap of the weekend, set by
Sebastian Vettel. Even with the

caveat that rain compromised

running in both Saturday practice
and qualifying, potentially distorting
the picture, there is no compelling
evidence to suggest that this wasn't
a fair reflection of the McLaren
MP4-28's speed in Australia.

Many cited 2009, when MclLaren
produced a poor car out of the box
but was able to develop it fast enough

to win twice that season, as proof that
the situation is recoverable. But in
Melbourne that year, the car's deficit
to the front was only 1.184 per cent,
under half of the current disadvantage.
And a big chunk of that was down

to MclLaren missing the boat on

the double diffuser, something

that it quickly rectified.
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correspondent Gary Anderson
believes McLaren should not find
itself in such a bad situation during
a period of stable rules.

“With the data they have, they
shouldn’t be able to build a car that is
worse than its predecessor without a
change of regulations,” he said. “All the
work they have done indicates that
this car should be an improvement.

“But no team knows 100 per
cent what makes a car go quick.
Aerodynamically, they have opened
doors with the high front of chassis
and the more aggressive Coke bottle
and there is more to come here. But
the danger is in chasing ways to
open up that potential, yvou change
something that you don’t realise is so
Important. Now it’s something that
has to be found again and understood.”

JEREZ TESTING MYSTERY

Much intrigue surrounds the
Impressive laptime that the car did on
the opening day of pre-season testing
at Jerez. Button was over a second
faster than anyone else straight out of
the box, a performance that was held
up as proof of the car’s prodigious
potential. But it has emerged that

this was a red herring.

“It was quick on the first day of
testing, but was not a set-up you can
work with,” said Button of what rival
Felipe Massa dubbed an “incredible”
lap. When quizzed about this

subsequently, Whitmarsh suggested it
was down to a part being incorrectly
fitted in the front suspension, which
allowed the car to run lower and
artificially boost its performance.

An alternative hypothesis is that
the problems may be related to the
introduction of a new torsional front-
wing deflection test, designed to
prevent the wing flexing for
aerodynamic gain. At Jerez, McLaren
ran a 2012 wing, but thereafter ran
the new-spec version, so the ‘flexi’
characteristics of the old wing may
prove to have been key. McLaren has
gone to a three-piece front wing for
this year, which carries with it an
increased risk of stalling. With the
front wing key to the aero performance
of the whole car, there’s a possibility
that it is at the heart of the problem.

Whitmarsh did not rule out the
possibility of the 2012 car being
brought back into active service,
but that would only be as a last
resort should the team continue
to struggle. For now, the focus
remains on understanding a car
that he still has confidence in.

“[Running the old car] is not a
serious option for Malaysia [scene of
this weekend’s race],” he said. “At the
moment, we have got to work hard
on this car. We kmow it has got some
areas of high potential and we know
it has potentially more downforce
than last year’s car”

McLAREN'S FOURTH-WORST PACE

This graph shows how uncharacteristically bad McLaren's start has been
this year. To allow for variations of circuits, the deficit of the best McLaren
lap to the best overall lap is expressed as a percentage.
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MALAYSIAN GP PREVIEW
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At660m,its one of the longesthauls down to Turm 1 off
the grid all year, with only Barcelona beinglonger. The
acceleration offtheline gives wayto high-energy
braking from 180mph into the right-hand hairpin, which
istaken in second gear. The T1/T2 double hairpin has
made ita favoured overtaking spot, as witnessed by last
year’s scramble behind the leading McLarens onlap one.
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OVERTAKING STATS

The 2012 Malaysian GPranked as the third highest for on-track passes all
season,stimulated nodoubt by the rare affection the drivers have for this
Tilke circuit. With long straights, high speeds, numerous hard braking

areas andawide frack, all the ingredients
arethereto promote overtaking. Now

throwin some tropical rain. .. o v
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a | [Tsfullthrotile for 65% of the lap at Sepang,
althoughthe highspeedsrequire heawvy
braking, with some 17%of the lap spent

on the brake pedal, whichmeansitranks
seventhonthe calendar forthrottle demand.

Afterthe shortest pitlane in Melbourne, F1
heads to a circuit with one of the longest of
the season. At 419m,the Sepang pitlane
comes with an associated pitlane loss of
23s plus stationary time.

| SEPANG | I_I I_l
 Pitlane length 419m pion s B pdn pibe
' Length rank Third longest

23 seconds

Pitlane loss

MELBDURNE

Over the pastdecade, the safety car has only taken to the track in Malaysia on two occasions,
putting Sepang at the lower reaches of the probability table for safety-car interventions.
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USA/INDIA

SINGAPDRE

SILVERSTONE
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With 2.6kg of fuel consumed per lap, Sepangis precisely mid-table for
fuel consumption. Every 10kg of fuel costs the driver 0.3s per lap, again
| aboutaverage for the season.

Despite its wholly different
profile, Sepangdemands
around the same number
of gear shifts as Melbourne,
at b4 selections perlap, or
around 3100 gear changes
over the course of Sunday

L

SEPANG

Circuit Length 3.444 miles
Race Laps 56
Race Distance 192.887 miles
Lap Record Juan Pablo Montoya 1m34.223s (2004)
Corners 15 (5 left, 10 right)
Circuit Direction Clockwise

Corners <62mph

4 (Turn 1, 2, 8, 15)

Gorners >155mph

0

MONTHLY AVERAGES
Rainfall 206mm
Mean humidity 85%
Min temp 23.7C
o Max temp 31.7C

With almostsix times the average monthly rainfall of
Melboume and 20 days of rainin March on average,
tropical rain remains an ever-present threat at Sepang,

afternoon'srace. while the humidity makes the race physically demanding.
COMPLETE COVERAGE OF THE ENTIRE RACE WEEKEND ON SKY SPORTS £ O
THURSDAY FRIDAY 1000 Sky Sports F1 SATURDAY SUNDAY ALL WEEK

0700 Sky Sports F1
LIVE Drivers' Press
Conference

0145 Sky Sports F1
LIVE Free Practice 1
0545 Sky Sports F1
LIVE Free Practice 2

LIVE The F1 Show

0445 Sky Sports F1

LIVE Free Practice 3
0700 Sky Sports F1
LIVE Qualifying

0410 Sky Sports F1
LIVE GP2 Sprint Race
0630 Sky Sports F1
LIVE Malaysian GP

Classic Malaysian GP
races shown throughout
the week as a build-up
to the 2013 race.
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100% -

AUTOSPORT's technical correspondent Gary
Anderson has compiled this index, created by
taking each driver's percentage deficit to the
outright pace in Melbourne. The graphic shows
each driver’s average after the first grand prix
weekend, compared with the theoretical absolute
pace,whichis expressedat 100.
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\ Massa ended last year 0.442
per cent slowerthan Alonso.
Although Felipe outqualified
himin Q3 on Sunday, he
remained 0.124 percentoffin
terms of weekend raw pace.
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The most closely-
matched team-mates
in Melbourne were

the Toro Rossos, ==
Ricciardo just 0.02 2
per centquicker - =
than Vergne. o
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= Unsurprisingly, the two
backmarkerteams,
Marussiaand Caterham,

remain at the bottom of the
pile afterthe opening GPin
Melbourne, with Williams

= Button’s positionon rookie Valtteri Bottas also

"~ = our supergrid shows in the bottom five.

S = = justhow much trouble

By ™ ¥ Vi BlerEs Bottas (Williams) 104049 —
o around Albert Park. Bianchi (Marussia)  104.408

= Only Williams, Pic (Caterham) 104.955

2 Marussia and Chilton (Marussia) __ 105.462

E Caterhamare slower. Van der Garde (Caterham) 107,543

Watch the Malaysian Grand Prix exclusively live on Sky Sports F1 HD - go to sky.com/F1 or call 08442410826
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The most important technical aspect of the Malaysian Grand Prix is

keeping the car’s engine cool, as GARY ANDERSON explains

hisweekend’s Malaysian
Grand Prix will be very
demanding on the carsin
terms of cooling. There was a
time when cooling was a verv inexact
science and yvouwent tothe track, had
alook to seeifthe car cooled andif not
you’d put a scoop on it or cut a hole.
But inthe past dozen or so years
things have moved on significantly.
When I was first in F1, we would
generally run cars at 95-100C, but
today they are up to around 125C,

which is very near to the critical point.

Torun with suchnarrow margins, it’s
essential to be ontop of the cooling.
The engines are all built to work
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within these tight tolerances. You
can't start the current V8s cold
without damaging them so you have
to pump hot water and hot oil through
them. Some teams even keep their
engines hot doing this overnight,
whichis allowed, because thev don’t
want the engine to cool down again.
The reason for running engines so
hot is that it requires less volume of
air to cool the car. There was atime
when people were running as hot as
150C and with five bar of pressure in
the water system, but the FIA
regulated against that by introducing
a pressure-release valve, meaning that
you can only runup to about 125C.

Any airflow that you are using to
coolthe carisnot being used to
generate downforce, which is why
those old-fashioned emergency
cooling packages tend to cost vouin
terms of performance.

Cooling ismore complicated thanit
might seem. If you take the bodywork
off a car,there’s another set of
bodywork underneath covering the
engine and gearbox designed to help
it. Where you put the radiator exit is
alsovitally important. Red Bull, for
example, stick it on the back of its
engine cover, pointing to the middle
section of the beam wing. Withthe
crash box being located there, it’s

about the least-efficient part of the
car so youmight as well put it there.
The best place for cooling is to
have the exit in front of the rear tyre,
but that is where the Coke bottle
section of the car is working very
hard and vou can compromise
performance significantly. But there
are cars out there that dothis.
With the Sepang circuit being
such an extreme case when it
comes to keeping cars cool, it
will be interesting to see if anyone
encounters any problems this
weekend. Realistically, however, the
depth of knowledge is such that there
shouldn’t be too many problems.

Sidepod-top vents

on 2010 Ferrari show
one cooling option

-
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ETHERINGTON/LAT

" aa | SERGIO
. PEREZ
%---j’{ McLaren
Ay driver

The circuit itself | don't really enjoy that
much even though | had a good race
there last year. | don't find it so
interesting, but there is always the
weather and you can have some great
grands prix there, That's what | like
about Malaysia - it's so unpredictable,

TURN 1

Approach 194mph
Apex 47mph
Gear 2
Braking distance 121m
Braking time 2.57s
Braking force a17g

Turns 1 and 2 offer
overtaking sequence
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It's one of the most physical circuits of
the season. The heat is demanding for
the drivers and it is also demanding in
terms of tyre degradation. It's not an
easy circuit to race on and is quite
technical. | like the first section of the lap
with its long corners and hard braking.

o

DRS Zone 1

i

THE WEATHER

Considering that Malaysia is
famed for its monsoon showers,
only three of the 14 races at
Sepang have been rain-affected.

FERRARC/LAT
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TURNS 5/

Perez almost won for

Sauber last year — at a

track he doesn't like!

Approach

153mph

Apex

140mph/138mph

Gear

3

Gornering force

3.93g

PASSING SPOT

Rain played havoc

with the 2009

Ll

race

But since the race moved to a
later start time, two of the past
four races have been red flagged
due to the weather conditions.

&

THE STORY

Fernando Alonso took a
shock win in his unfancied
Ferrari. A heavy rain shower
just after the start caused
chaos and a red flag, and
from eighth on the original
grid Alonso took advantage
of the conditions. His unlikely
challenger was Sauber's
Sergio Perez, who could have
won but for a brief off-track
moment while reeling in
Alonso. Despite that, he
finished just 2s in arrears.

DRS Zone 2

OF 2012

Alonso was surprise
' winner last year l
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DEBRIEF: WSR'S NEW-CAR BTGG ATTACGK

New BMW levels
the BILC playing
ield for WOR

Former title-winning team believes its

new 1-series can get it back on terms with

he newest British Touring

Car NGTC challenger broke

cover last week in the shape of
the BMW 1251. WSR raced versions
of its S2000-spec BMW 32041 for six
seasons, but team boss Dick Bennetts
finally has his hands on a new tov to
challenge for the 2013 title.

Since taking Colin Turkington to
the 2009 title, WSR has been
labouring with one disadvantage or
another. First it lost Turkington, then
it struggled with an underpowered
normally aspirated engine as rivals

went turbocharged. Turbos were bolted

n to the ageing BMWs last vear, but
the bigger tvres and brakes of the
NGTC runners again left the squad
with technical disadvantages.

Now, apart from being a year or so
behind rivals like MG/ Triple Eight
and Honda/Tearmn Dynamics on
development, WSR finally has paritw.

“If there’s time to get myself in the
seat this is it,” said race winner and
team regular Rob Collard at the car’s
launch at main sponsor eBay Motors
HQ last week. “The championship’s
going to be really strong and this gives
us an equal chance.”

Nick Foster was the first man to
try the new machine at Brands Hatch.
Although there were fuel tank and
brake issues, he could feel the
Improvements — including the 18-inch
tyres compared with the S2a000’s
17-inch — straight away. “The brakes

Please complete an online quote request form at -
iInfo@ryanmi.com

Email -

Hyam Mobarapart Ingurands Led I8 an appaimh;

1 1l Errtiiin i'SE
B PSR 19
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the series’ frontrunners. By KEVIN TURNER

Comprehensive motorsport insurance products to keep you on track;

@ Worldwide On Track
@ Personal Accident
@ Storage and fransit

are better and vou can feel that little
bit extra grip, which is what we lacked
last year,” he said. “It felt quick.”

Collard, who finished fifth in the
52000 3-series last year, added: “T feel
the brakes will be a big advantage.
That’s where we were weak last year;
the NGTCs could pass us under
braking for hairpins.”

As well as the inherent advantages
of NGTC, Bennetts also points to other
positives about the new BMW — it's
no accident the car is closer in size to
the title-winning Honda Civic than it
is to an MG6 or Tovota Avensis,

“We chose the 1-series over the
3-series because of the overall weight,
as well as the wheelbase,” revealed
Bennetts. “The new 3-series is
starting to get too big,

“Having studied the wheelbase and
the overall length of the Honda, which
18 a very successful car, if we can do
the same with rear-wheel drive we’ll
be looking good.

“It’s also a wider-track car. The track
was one of the disadvantages last vear
— we were way under the width of an
NGTC car. A wider-track car is better
for stability”

And it's not just the kit that has
been improved in WSR’s line-up.
Turkington returns, and ex-Triple
Eight man Kevin Berry, Jason Plato’s L to r: Foster,
former engineer, joins to help speed
up the team’s NGTC learning process. =T = Collard at launch

So can the car, which runs the same : o 7

e

e A e

GARY HAWKINS

@ Track day
@ Liability
@& Commercial

MOTORSPORT INSURANCE
Tel—+44 (0)1799 524202

o 'wiho &g Fuhonaed and régulated by the Fnancial Sencas Aumarmy, regsiration nunsher 312025




Nick Foster put the

EX-CHAMP
SHARPENS

first mileage on the
new BMW 1-series

&
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WSR boss Bennetis
is excited by new car

proven engine and gearbox as the
3-series did in 2012, win in its first
vear? Bennetts remains, as ever,
cautiously optinustic.

“I'd love to challenge for the
championship in vear one, but there
are three other top teams who are a
vear ahead so it’s for us to play
catch-up,” he said.

“We’re planning to do three years
with this car because of the initial
cost. To actually say we can win the

championship may be a bit of a tall
order, but we’d like to be in the top
four or five.

“We have to learn about the car with
these regulations and how we can make
it work. Having Kevin on board will
hopefully short-cut some of the
unusual characteristics of these cars.”

There are, of course, a number of
unknowns. How will the boost
equalisation in the series work this
vear? How much more speed can
Honda and MG find in their cars? Will
there be any niggles making the RWD
car work on a FWD-dominated grid?
But WSR is a proven title-winning
outfit that has managed to minimise
its potential pitfalls for 2013.

“We're really looking forward to it,”
said Benmnetts, whose turbocharged
32081 took a win first time out at
Brands Hatch in 2012. “We know we've
got some challenges ahead of us, but
we believe this is the right decision.

“We were in a simmilar boat this time
last year and we did pretty well at the
first round.”

KEVIN
TURNER
FEATURES
EDITOR
kevin.turner
@haymarketcom

“IT'S NICE TO DESIGN AND
build a car again — the last one
was the MG ZS - so it's good to
sharpen us up again.”

Despite the wranglings over cost
and reliability of some NGTC parts,
there's no doubt it has allowed teams
to become constructors, as Dick
Bennetts's comments show.

Moatorbase and WSR are the two
biggest independent teams to have
built their own machines. It gives the
industry a boost and helps squads
exercise their expertise, as well as
welcoming new models and makes
at a time when manufacturers can't
be relied upon to do it themselves.

All we need now is for everyone
to be happy with whatever system of
boost equalisation is decided upon.

LINE-UP

The retum of Colin Turkington has
been one of the BTCC's biggest
stones over the winter. Team boss
Dick Bennetts is confident the 2009
champ will be able to get up to speed
immediately (“he's a very talented lad"),
but he also thinks his ‘new’ driver will
provide a boost for incumbents Rob
Collard and Nick Foster.

Collard, in particular, was one
of the stars of 2012, seeing off Tom
Onslow-Cole in the same car.

“I never expect Rob not to be close
to Colin,” said Bennetts. “We've
worked hard on Rob to keep his nose
clean, which he did last year.

*Having Colin back on board |
think will lift Rob's game as well, and
that in tum will lift Nick. We believe it's
good to have a healthy challenge
within the team.”

WSR’S

BTCC FORM

The team's top result in the BTCC
drivers’ table and number of team
wins for the past five seasons

2012 5th (3 wins)
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ow Solberg got hi

After years of frustration I_”I the World Rally Champinsip, Petter Solberg has a new

project for 2013. He tells DAVID EVANS why rallycross has fired his enthusiasm
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he phone rings. Again. The
drilling starts. Again. An engine
is fired up. Again. Talking to
Petter Solberg at the moment is
not a straightforward operation.
He’ll call me back. Again.

And then, quiet. He’s left
the workshop and is taking
a breather outside in a
Scandinavian winter that is
still spilling over into spring.
He struggles to contain his
excitement for a moment.
Then doesn’t bother.

“I. Am. So. Excited,” he says. From the emotion
in his voice, it seems his last statement might be
something of an understatement...

Solberg’s entry for the FIA European Rallycross
Championship has him fired up again; he’s 100
per cent full of beans. This Solberg, the infectious
one, is not a version of the 2003 World Rally
champion we have seen much of recently.

As much as he loved being lead driver of the
Subaru World Rally Team, Solberg is also a great
one for engineering. Some would say that, for a
driver, he blurred the line regarding where his
job behind the wheel ended and where the team’s
technical director’s job began. Solberg’s known
to be one for getting involved.

And that’s why he’s in his element right now.

“I was in before the guys this morning and
every morning,” he says, “and then I'm leaving
with them at two in the morning. We are working
17-hour days to get this thing sorted right now.”

This thing is Solberg’s Citroen DS3 Supercar.
As I type, the thing is still being created. By the
time vou read this, it should be thundering its
way through its first test.

There’s a moment when Solberg takes that in.

“I can’t...” he says, before a pause — is the
phone going to ring, an engine going to start?

No, he’s just taking the whole thing in. “...wait

for that. I just want to start it up and see
what we can do.”

Solberg’s obsessed with cars. It’s all he knows
and all he wants to know. And when he knows
about a car, he wants to make it go faster.

And, right now, he’s busy with planning and
building the fastest Citroen on the planet.

The passion is plainly back for Petter. Last vear
didn’t work for him. He returned to a factory
world rally championship team for the first time
since 2008 and tried too hard. He wanted the
win too much.

“I think it’s fair to say that,” he said. “I think
I did want it too bad. I tried so hard and there
were events we really should have won.”

It’s incredible to think Solberg’s last WRC
event win came in 2005, on that fated Rally GB
that claimed the life of Michael ‘Beef” Park —
the event nobody wanted to win.

In 2006, having gone a few months without
spending any time on the top step of the podium,
Solberg stopped cutting his hair. He refused to
cut it again before he won another WRC round.

“TI would have quite long hair now,” he says,
quietly. Indeed he would.

Solberg’s chances of winning went dramatically
downhill when Subaru — the team with which
he’d won all his rallies and his sole world title
— withdrew. The response was typical Petter.

Instead of going home, licking his wounds, and
waiting for the phone to ring, he picked up the
phone and didn’t put it down again for a couple
of months. By then, he had the financial and
personnel backing to start his own WRC team.

Given that Solberg has reformed that team,
you'd expect him to sound as stressed as in 2009.

He doesn’t.

Don’t get me wrong, Solberg is stressed, but
he’s also very happy. Talking to him while he built
up his Citroen Xsara WRC team at the end of
2008 and the start of the following vear, he still
sounded aggrieved — because he was. The sport

\WVe are working 1/-hour

days to get the car sorted

SOLBERG INTERVIEW
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- Solberg's Subaru
- WRC glory days
came in 2003

had dropped him in spectacular, unexpected
and dramatic fashion.

It’s different this time. Solberg could have
driven in the WRC if he'd wanted to. But it
wasn’t going to be right for him.

“I did have,” he reveals, “the chance to drive
a Fiesta on five rallies or a Citroen on nine. But
what’s the point? I'm the guy who has to do the
complete championship or none of it. I have to
have the chance to win.”

Rally Mexico earlier this month was frustrating
for Solberg.

“We were talking about Mexico here in the
workshop,” he said, “and I'm sure I would have
been with [Sebastien] Ogier, But what can I do?
For the teams to be looking at the younger guys
and giving them a go is part of the game. But it is
frustrating, I would have liked to have been there
and been in the fight.”

The difference this time is that Solberg is
building something he knows he can win in.
Doing this for the first time after Subaru’s
December bombshell, Solberg knew he had to be
out there competing; he felt obliged, duty-bound
by world rallying. But he was never going to be
champion. There was Citroen and there was
Sebastien Loeb standing squarely in his path.

This time around, there’s no Loeb to get in
his wav. And Solberg’s no stranger to rallvcross.

And there’s no bitterness.

“I don’t feel let down by the WRC,” he says. “1
let it go. But I never close the door on anything.”
There’s a door to a new life and a better title
chance than for a long time right in front of him.

Unsurprisingly, Solberg has taken a giant leap
through it. In fact, there were two doors open.
Both involved going around in circles, but one
involved getting muddy — and that was the one.

“I could have gone racing,” he adds. “I had
offers from Le Mans and World Touring Car
Championship teams, but this is what [ wanted.”

But making this decision was only half the job.
He then had to make the team and find the cash
to run it. After struggling to scrape the cash
together for the WRC for three vears, deals for
the European Rallycross Championship have
been much more straightforward.

“It hasn’t been nearly as difficult as it was for
the WRC,” says Solberg. “If I was starting out like
I was in 2009 then I reallv don’t think I could
have done it. The money was getting a bit crazy.”

The money was, and is, getting a bit crazy in »
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4 the WRC, but of equal concern is the relatively
limited exposure on offer in certain markets.
That’s not going to be a problem for Petter’s team
this season, with IMG bankrolling live television
on five of the nine European rounds in 2013.

“The television is fantastic,” says Solberg.

“It’s through this that you can get close to the
fans and this is so important. We are going to
entertain people again this year.”

Entertaining is great, but winning is what
it’s all about. Will Solberg win this year?

“I don’t know,” he says. “The car is looking
absolutely fantastic, I have to say. And, of course,
winning is what we are aiming for, but I don’t
know what the competition will be like. There are
some very good drivers and good cars out there.”

Is Solberg worried about a lack of turbocharged
match practice?

“No,” in a word... “I'm keeping myself in the
seat,” he adds. “I'm driving rally cars and all sorts
of things all the time to make sure I'm ready.”

Solberg is ready, and he’s sharp. And he’s got
the ability. Don’t forget he was the man to beat
Loeb across the spread of a WRC season.

And he’s got the history. This new discipline
is nothing new to Solberg, a man who lists
Norwegian legend, and Mr Rallycross himself,
Martin Schanche among his heroes.

And, in his native Norway, Solberg won the
national rallvcross title twice in the 19g90s — and
finished second twice. He knows just what’s
required to succeed in this sport. But his motor
has certainly moved on a little bit.

“The last rallvcross race I did was in 1996,” says
Solberg, “I was driving my Volvo with 3sobhp...”

The Citroen will have almost twice that power

Privateer WRC days
brought much stress

''''''
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SOLBERG INTERVIEW

and four-wheel-drive transmission.

“I have a good feeling about this season,” says
Solberg. “I know it’s a long time since I was
driving in rallycross, but it’s good to be back.
IMG is really pushing hard with the RX series
and I feel we can make a difference.”

Above that, there’s the potential for another
world title next season.

“I think there will be a world championship
for rallycross next vear,” continues Solberg. “And
that’s part of what makes this year so important.”

S0, Solberg the world champion again in 20147

“Well, we can dream can’t we!” he says.

“But we will be pushing and pushing like hell
— winning is why we’re here.”

Solberg’s Swedish-based team is a serious
plaver in this year’s series. No sooner will this
first car be finished than work on the DS3
Supercar evolution will be underway. Solberg
wants his second — faster — car up and running
in time for the middle of the season.

Anvbody who thought Solberg was switching
codes with one eye firmly on a world rally return
would be wrong. And right.

He is taking his unbelievably competitive spirit
to rallycross this season and that’s his total focus.
But he will never be able to forget the WRC.
There’s still a feeling of unfinished business for
Petter on that side of the fence.

The good news for IMG and RX is that they
have landed themselves the ultimate showman.
Not for nothing was Solberg labelled Hollywood
earlier in his career. He loves nothing more than
winning — except for hanging out of the car
waving to his fans after winning.

The Solberg show will be a hit this season. ¥

HIGHS

Rally GB 2002

The Norwegian takes his maiden
World Rally Championship win for
Subaru after a tight fight with Ford
driver Markko Martin. The Estonian
led going into the final morning

of the event, but a brace of
supercharged runs through Margam
Park netted the Norwegian his first
superstar moment.

Rally GB 2003

in the series,

Tour de Corse 2003

When Solberg slid off the road
and into a telegraph pole, the
chances of the Banbury-based
Subaru team even getting the
twisted Impreza to the start were
laughable. Fastest time on the

long Col de Carrazi stage
astonishingly gave him the lead on
Saturday evening. The following
afternoon, a dream came true...

Twelve months after his first win

chasing the world title = and he

LOWS
Rallye Deutschland 2004

wil”
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Solberg was back

Subaru’s WRC departure

celebrated that in the most dramatic
fashion, edging Citroen nemesis
Sebastien Loeb by a single point.

When Solberg’s Impreza WRC went
light over a quick left-hander, the car
understeered off into one of the
most frightening WRC crashes ever.
Solberg and co-driver Phil Mills were
very lucky to escape unscathed.

He remembers the time and the date
as though it were yesterday. Out of
nowhere, Subaru was quitting the
WRC. There would be no '09 season
in blue - Solberg was out of work.

Rallye de France 2012

Forget Sebastien Loeb’s ninth
world title celebrations, the lasting
memory of last year's French WRC

round will be Solberg tearing
through the vineyards in his Ford
Fiesta RS WRC. His trip only
stopped when he levelled a power
line and darkened a village.
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Britain’s next
Formula 1 star?

He’s hot favourite for this year’s GP2 title, but has James Calado
got what it takes to nail the crown? CHARLES BRADLEY asks him

As last year’s standout GP2 rookie, Calado feels
he’s only one step away from F1, but he’s acutely
aware it’s the biggest leap of all. There’s little
doubt he’s in the right place to do it — after all,
ART has run Nico Rosberg, Lewis Hamilton and
Nico Hulkenberg to the crown in years past. But
before we discuss his imminent title attack, what
does he think today of those former team-mates
who have made it to where he wants to go?

“They're all very good friends,” says Calado.
“Jean-Eric did very well to win British F3 with
Carlin, and make the best of his Red Bull package
to work his way through to F1 with Toro Rosso.
Valtteri is very talented, probably the hardest driver
I've ever come across, and he won the GP3 title [at
ART'] after we worked hard together to improve our

uestion: what have Jean-Eric Vergne,
Valtteri Bottas and Esteban Gutierrez
all got in common? Apart from the
obvious fact they’re all current
Formula 1 drivers, the link that
connects them is they've all been
team-mates to James Calado in the
past three seasons. While the trio
was racing around Melbourne last
Sunday, Calado was making his

final preparations for joining them
in Malaysia next weekend — albeit
only on the support bill. A second GP2 Series
season with ART Grand Prix (no longer Lotus-
affiliated as they were last year) makes him the
clear pre-season favourite.

} Calado underlined
his status with fast
times in testing
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team’s set-up — we had been really struggling and
had a big meeting with our engineers, and the next
race after that [at Budapest] we put our cars first
and second by almost half a second.

“With Esteban in GP2 last year, I was ahead of
him until the last round actually, then luckily for
him he’s got probably half of Mexico paying for
him to be in F1. He's a good driver, but for me he’s
very lucky to get that level of support, as well as
people like Max Chilton. I truly believe Valtteri
and Jean-Eric deserve to be there... whereas the
other two, I'm not so sure about.”

Calado is no-nonsense on the subject of his
peers, but he’s self-critical, too. He labels his
2012 season as “quite good”, and with two rounds
remaining he was right in the title fight with
eventual champion Davide Valsecchi and runner-
up Luiz Razia, both seasoned GP2 veterans.
However, his opportunity to join Hamilton and
Hulkenberg in the super-rookie, GP2-champion
bracket faded with two disappointing final rounds.

“I went into it as a rookie trying to win the
championship, and we had some race wins [two],
podiums [seven], poles [two] and a fastest lap.

It was encouraging, but finishing fifth in the
standings was also disappointing, because the
potential was there to score more points. Singapore,
in particular, was very disappointing because I

had food poisoning, and we gave away points at
Silverstone when the car broke down, and a

safety car ruined mv race at Valencia.”

Now the challenge is to build on that otherwise
cracking debut season, and convert what he’s
learned into strong qualifying and race drives.



STALEYSGP2

STALEY/GP2

“The aim is to win the championship,” he
affirms. “I need to, really. I think it’s clear we have
the speed; the challenge is to maximise the results.

“What was hard about last vear was going to
Monaco, for example, with only four sets of tyres,
which means you have to practice on the tyres
you're going to race on. So I had to learn Monaco
in just six or seven laps, then went into qualifying
feeling like it was a complete unknown! Where
to brake? What gears to use? I got on with it —
overcame it I suppose — and when I go back
there I'll be a lot more prepared.

“In terms of building up a relationship with
the team, getting used to the car, the increase
in power and the Pirelli tyres, it all went pretty
well. Now I can take that into this year.”

Bring up the subject of the added pressure of
pre-season favourite status, and Calado seems
very relaxed with the notion.

“To be honest, | think every racing driver knows
when they get to this stage of their career they have

it
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to win a championship to move forward,” he says.
“Especially when you know vou haven’t got the
money to, like some of the drivers who are in F1

at the moment have. There’s no real added pressure
to do what I do best. It’s up to me to get on with
the job, take it race by race.”

Finances are a thorny subject when it comes to
F1 graduation. Looking at the 2013 grid, while the
majority of the drivers are salaried, the number of
them bringing hefty sponsorship dollars is heading
towards double figures.

“Winning the GP2 title would probably bring the
cost down,” says Calado of his situation, “and I've
got good backing with Racing Steps Foundation
behind me, and other supporters that can help me
get into F1. But we’ll have to see what happens.”

Pre-season testing hasn’t offered up too many
clues to the destiny of the 2013 GP2 title race. As
F1 found, Jerez’s track surface didn’t suit the Pirelli
tyres in low temperatures, while poor weather kept
the dry running at Barcelona to a minimum.

“Testing hasn’t been very realistic, but in terms
of speed T was quickest in two of the sessions,” he
says. “I feel much more ready and far more relaxed
than I did this time last year. It actually feels like
the vear is going in slow motion compared to 2012!”

The big curveball faced by teams this year will
be new-spec tyres, which feature not only a softer
compound but different construction too.

“It’s going to be interesting when we get to
Malavsia, with the high temperatures. A lot of
people have been struggling with front graining
in testing; it degrades verv quickly if vou push it.
It’s going to be verv challenging for teams and

GP2 PREVIEW

JAMES CALADD GV

Born Cropthome, Worcestershire

Age 23 Bom June 13, 1989

2012 5th in GP2 with Lotus (ART) (2 wins)

2011 2nd in GP3 with ART (1 win)

GP2 ‘Final’ with Lotus (ART) (1 win)

2010 2nd in British F3 with Carlin (5 wins)

2009 2nd in Formula Renault UK with Fortec (8 wins)
2008 7th in Formula Renault UK with Fortec (1 win)

EX-TEAM-MATES HE PLANS TO FOLLOW INTO H

EBREY/LAT

GIBSON/GP3

BELLANCA/GPZ

GP2 CALENDAR

DATE LOCATION

March 23-24 Sepang (MAL)

April 20-21 Sakhir (BRN)

May 11-12 Barcelona (E)

May 24-25 Monaco (MC)

June 29-30 Silverstone (GB) =
Nurburgring (D) |

July 27-28 Budapest () |

August 24-25 Spa-Francorchamps (B) '2,;

September 7-8 Monza (I) |

September 21-22 Singapore (SGP)

November 2-3 Yas Marina (UAE)

- M L
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drivers to get the best out of the tyres.

“Obviously I won the race in Malaysia last year,
so I go back full of confidence that we’re in good
shape in terms of track knowledge and speed, and
I believe we have the right approach, strategy-wise.”

All four of the drivers who finished ahead of him
last year are gone — three of the top six are now
racing in F1, while Valsecchi is reserve driver at
Lotus and Razia hangs in career limbo after his
Marussia drive fell through. Of his title rivals for
2013, Calado identifies Felipe Nasr, Marcus
Ericsson and Stefano Coletti as his main threats
— and admits Nasr’s team Carlin appears to have
the edge in single-lap pace.

“That’s where we have to impraove,” he says of
qualifying speed. “We struggled to get close to
them at Barcelona, we think we know what we need
to improve, but even so eight-tenths is quite a lot
of time to find. I think there’s going to be seven or
eight people up there fighting for wins, but some of
them are only going to be quick on their good days.
I think it’s going to be a hard fight, and getting on
top of the tyres will be key, so scoring points
consistently is the most important thing.”

There is a final hurdle Calado must overcome:
like Mark Webber, he’s vet to win a title — finishing
runner-up in Formula Renault UK, British F3 and
GP3 between 2000 and "11. Is that an anomaly,
taking into account his pedigree and speed? Or is
it a validation of the strength of his team-mates?
Perhaps, more importantly, with all that insider
knowledge of grand prix-standard racers, does
Calado believe in himself that he can go on and
beat them on the world’s biggest racing stage? #
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The young Brits
takmg on Europe

Forget the Engllsh clubs’ fallure in the football Champlons’ League

Carlin runs three of
the four British
drivers in Euro F3

ooking at it in the light of British

Formula 3 troubles, it’s ironic that TI]I'I'I Blﬂmq‘JiSt think he's a fantastic talent and | couldn't
the F3 European Championship has Furolnternational Dallara-Mercedes hope to have anyone better. Last year
attracted seven drivers — all with we ran him on a shoestring budget, there
strong reputations — from the It's the second year at this level for the was an opportunity to present him to
UK. At least two start this weekend’s Anglo-Swede. He's switched from Dr Marko [in charge of Red Bull's driver
Monza opener as pukka title Ma-con Motorsport to Eurolnternational, roster] and step by step he started to
contenders, and more can be with which he contested a parallel follow Tom. If there was no Red Bull,
expected to battle for wins. German F3 Cup campaign and the he would not be racing this year. We
Up against them is some daunting Macau GP last season. He's also become  are only at the beginning, working on
opposition. Even within his own a Red Bull junior, giving him proper the different weight distribution after
team, Alex Lynn faces Ferrari protege funding for the first time in his career. our [last-minute] switch from VW to
Raffaele Marciello at Prema Powerteam, while at Mercedes engines, but we have done
Mucke Motorsport both Felix Rosengvist and Eurolnternational team boss Antonio a lot of windtunnel work — there will
Pascal Wehrlein must count as major contenders, Ferrari: "l am very excited about Tom. | be a surprise at Monza!”

although DTM-bound Wehrlein is in for Monza
only. Felix Serralles shows explosive form from
time to time with Fortec Motorsport while, of
the rookies at this level, Prema’s Lucas Auer and
Double R Racing recruit Antonio Giovinazzi
look very promising indeed.

But how have the UK’s magnificent seven been e 0 M@Uﬂj @
progressing? We asked their teams’ technical ﬂ T o ik

chiefs and engineers for some insight into how '
we can expect them to fare.
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EUROPEAN F3 PREVIEW ‘

Harry Tincknell

Carlin Dallara-Volkswagen

The likeable Devonian darts ace (he's kept sharp over
the winter with some bullseye action!) sticks at Carlin for
a second year as he shifts into Europe. Needs to get his
act together for qualifying to build on ultra-strong testing
form that netted a 47.4 eye-opener at Pembrey.

Carlin chief engineer Mark Owen: “He knew where
he needed to improve — keeping his head in qualifying
instead of trying to get that last tenth in the wrong place.
We're satisfied he's sorted things out. As a team we are
benefiting from a year on the Hankook tyres — we knew
we had to work really hard over the winter. Undoubtedly
we've sorted the aero and mechanical set-up with some
good steps. We were a little surpnsed to be right up there
at the Barcelona test — we're not getting too bullish yet!”

Jordan King

Carlin Dallara-Volkswagen

After two years in Formula Renault, including taking the
runner-up spot in the North European Cup in 2012, the
Warwickshire man makes the move up. He's had a good
off-season — he would have won India's MRF Challenge
if he hadn't missed two races to attend the AUTOSPORT
Awards — and the Carin team is impressed.

Carlin chief engineer Mark Owen, who runs King this
year: “We had to work on fast corners with him. Pembrey
is a great place to do that. He could see what Harry
Tincknell was doing and he's risen his game. He's been
very consistent, very cool and he will definitely be a
regular points-scorer. He was quickest for much of the
Barcelona test; he's still leaming as far as getting the best
out of the tyres but he's nearly there. No problems.”

Alex Lynn

Prema Powerteam Dallara-Mercedes

The amiable and articulate Essex lad has cut the ties
from the British racing scene and Fortec Motorsport in
favour of striking out and joining Prema Powerteam.
Showed great speed last year and grabbed Macau
pole, so expectations are high for a strong title bid.

Prema engineer Jean-Francois Levere, who runs
Lynn this year: “After six days of testing | don't know
him perfectly, but I'm starting to have a clear feeling. He
has a strong character, a good attitude and the pace is
there. It was guite easy from the start — he jumped in
and said the car was good, and there was no difficulty
adapting his dnving style from what he was used to. All
we have needed to work on is small details. He is very
gentle and calm on the car — just right. He won't get
pressure until qualifying, but I'm not wormried about i."

Jann Mardenborough

Carlin Dallara-Volkswagen

Online-gaming whizz, under the mentorship of Nissan's
GT Academy, makes the ambitious move to F3 with
Carlin - after just one year racing against a load of Pro-
Am drivers in a Nissan GT-R! The Cardiff racer looked
quite handy when he went to New Zealand to contest
the Toyota Racing Series for his single-seater debut.

Carlin chief engineer Mark Owen: “He's had some
stunning performances in testing and adapted very
quickly. He's a very hard worker — he never stops! | think
he'll struggle in changeable conditions but you have to
assume he's got the least experience of anyone on the
grid. He's a real talent and it's a great story. It was a very
good idea for him to race in New Zealand. His weak
point there was starts, but we've worked very hard

on that with him and he’s one of the best now.”

Will Buller
T-Sport Dallara-Nissan

For his fourth year in F3, and his second in Europe, the
Morthern Irishman has moved from Carlin to T-Spont,
where he will lead the attack of the ThreeBond-funded,
Tomer-tuned Nissan engine. A likely race winner and
possible title contender.

T-Sport technical director Alan 'Skelly’ Woodhead:
“He tested with us at the end of 2011, and I'll be honest
— he has matured a lot since then. We always knew he
was capable and would respond well to the way we do
things. He's professional in his approach but with an air
of fun, and you can tell his experience. That's good for
us because we can concentrate on what we're doing
instead of spoon-feeding him. I've been impressed and
there's no reason why we can't have a good year.”

Josh Hill

Fortec Motorsport Dallara-Mercedes

There's been little to separate Damon’s lad from Jordan

King during their two years in Formula Renault — last

year King finished ahead but Hill won more races. But

he's up against it to start with, as his deal with Fortec

came together late and the test programme didn't start

in earnest until the official two-day session at Barcelona. F‘

Fortec senior engineer Mick Kouros: ‘| think Josh is a
better driver than Jordan... The Barcelona test was his
first time in the new car, and he improved quite a bit from
the first to the second day, but the field is so compact it
wasn't obvious. We've not had him chasing lap times;
he's on a different programme, with his engineer getting " Auden Mckenzie
him to understand changes. He'll get quicker as he gets Group |
more confidence. I'm certainly not concerned.”

-‘..;.
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Could Ghevy’s loss

’1—-----‘

now appears more interesting as a result, as SAM TREMAYNE explains

somewhat ironically, the
loss of a championship-
winning works team could
actually be a shot in the
arm for the World Touring
Car Championship. For a
series that has long been
one or two manufacturers
shy of truly competitive,
the Chevrolet factory
squad’s exit ahead of the
2013 campaign should by
rights constitute far more of a setback. There are
legitimate reasons, however, to suggest it could
reinvigorate the championship.

For the past three vears it has operated
under incredibly narrow, parochial parameters:
Chevrolet was dominant and therefore races
were often settled before they had begun, at
least in terms of the identity of the top three,
Breaking that should unlock better, or at least
more unpredictable, racing.

The WTCC has also accrued: in comes the
Honda/JAS works effort — after three exploratory
rounds and one Macau podium last year — and
its Russian equivalent, the Lada/Russian Bears
operation. Then there’s last vear’s FIA World
GT1 teams’ and drivers’ title-winner Munnich

a2 AUTOSPORT.COM MARCH 21 2013

Motorsport, running a trio of SEAT Leons, plus
the Campos Racing squad and frontrunning
Scandinavian Touring Cars outfit NIKA.

RML RETURNS. ..

And there’s more: there’s a kicker. RML, which

ran the all-conquering Chevrolet works effort,

will remain on the grid, running two Chevrolet

Cruzes for Yvan Muller and Tom Chilton.
RML’s involvement is perhaps the lynchpin

that makes Chevrolet’s exit a blessing in disguise.

For starters, the grid has a worthy benchmark
again, particularly with Muller on board. For
seconds, we won’t be denied seeing Honda
take on the Cruzes. RML may be lacking a
works budget but, on track at least, it won't
start any the poorer for it.

With such a wealth of past experience to draw
upon, and with such an intimate knowledge of
the car, don’t expect RML to be anywhere
other than the front. No change there then, but
suddenly the sledgehammer Chevrolet was able
to use to crack the walnut has morphed into
something — well, far more reasonable. By
accident rather than design, it looks like the
WTCC has retained the most beneficial aspects
of Chevrolet’s past involvement while happily
discarding the worst.

...AS DOES WORLD CHAMP ROB HUFF

It’s not just RML’s return that has given the series
a major boost. After a winter of uncertainty, it
will also have a defending champion in the shape
of last year’s title winner Rob Huff, with the
added intrigue of his switch to a Leon.

While the Briton has past experience with
SEAT — he started his tin-top career with the
Spanish marque — his biggest asset will more
likely be the abilities of Munnich Motorsport.

A newcomer it might be to World Tourers,
but the team’s arrival brings with it another FIA

and Basseng spearhead
_new SEAT effort




JAS Hondas add clout
to line-up in 2013

Thommo flies Russian
Bears Lada flag
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world title in the form of those two 2012 FIA

GT1 crowns — both of which were incidentally
secured after the team’s first year running with
Mercedes rather than Lamborghini.

To keep Huff honest — or possibly do even
more — 1s one half of the aforementioned drivers’
champions line-up, Marc Basseng. A Nurburgring
24 Hours and Bathurst 12 Hours winner with an
extensive sportscar record, Basseng adds much
needed quality to a grid that has become
increasingly diluted in recent years.

Team owner Rene Munnich takes the third
Leon, with Markus Winkelhock’s decision to
step down the happv origins of Huff’s return.

HONDA IN CONTENTION

While the Munnich-run SEATSs remain
something of a mystery — a Leon hasn’t won
regularly in the WTCC since 2010 — Honda’s
late-season bow provided ample evidence of its
frontrunning potential in 2013.

Ex-Formula 1 man Tiago Monteiro was tasked
with the Civic’s debut at Suzuka last year and
duly delivered a brace of top-10 finishes.
Shanghai was less fortuitous, but a podium
and a fourth at Macau hinted at genuine title
potential. Add to that the introduction of a
certain Gabriele Tarquini, the only non-Chevrolet

WORLD TOURING CAR PREVIEW |

TV deal until 2017
boosts the series’ |
____hgluhal credibility

T

man to have won races in both the past two
seasons, and the package is even more potent.
Significantly though we shouldn’t expect a
parallel wversion of Chevrolet’s past hegemony, and
not just because of RML’s presence. As Tarquini
explains, the car has improved since Macau but
remains a stronger prospect on the twisty stuff
than it does on the open plains of a Monza or
similar. There is, in other words, work to do to
ensure the Civic is as versatile as its US cousin.

LADA’s UNKNOWN

While RML might be the safe-money bet for
Honda’s biggest on-track competition, there is
also a rival for the 2013 works crown: Lada.

Whether the Russian Bears-run Granta can
really challenge the Civic remains questionable,
particularly after an inauspicious debut last year
when James Thompson took a best finish of 11th
— after starting 21st — from four attempts.

There were extenuating circumstances, not
least the fact Thompson’s Hungary and Portugal
appearances came very early in the Granta’s
development. Extensive work has since been
done to improve the car.

There’s also value in having Thompson, a
proven racewinner, to spearhead a works effort
that includes 26-year-old Russian Aleksei

Dudukalo. Rivalling Honda may prove too
ambitious for now, but the team should at least
be able to keep the Japanese marque in check
while adding another string to the WTCC bow.

VIEWING PLEASURE

One area the championship has not wanted
for recently is TV coverage; in fact, such is
Eurosport’s involvement, it's arguably been
at times its strongest asset.

A new deal, signed late last vear, means
Eurosport Events will continue to serve as
the championship’s promoter until at least
2017. That means guaranteed live coverage of
qualifying and races. SPEED will also televise
this vear’s US races, in addition to highlights
from the remaining rounds.

All of that doesn’t improve the on-track
action, at least in the short term. But television
eves go hand in hand with sponsors, and an
upturn in interest can only be a good thing for
a series that has recently been struggling to
justify the demand for a global production-
based touring car series.

All this, combined with a 2014 rules package
that promises greater performance, and there
are several reasons to be optimistic. There might
be life in the old dog vet. »
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WORLD TOURING CAR PREVIEW

TENAGES TOWAIGH

1 Yvan Muller

(RML, Chevrolet Cruze)

Wins 30 Poles 14 Championships 3
An obvious choice given his return
with RML, with whom he claimed
17 wins over the past two
seasons, although his team'’s
progress as a non-works outfit
will be interesting to watch.

2 Rob Huff

(Munnich Motorsport, SEAT Leon)
Wins 23 Poles 11 Championships 1
The defending champion has

new clothes in 2013. Munnich
Motorsport may be new to the
WTCC but it has exceptional
pedigree from the world of

GT racing.

3 Gabriele Tarquini
(Honda/JAS, Honda Civic)

Wins 17 Poles 15 Championships 1
The 51-year-old hasn't lost the
winning habit just yet, and could
prove a serious contender at the
wheel of a Civic that proved
worthy of a podium in only its
third event.

4 Marc Basseng
(Munnich Motorsport, SEAT Leon)
Wins 0 Poles 0 Championships 0
Changing discipline is unlikely to
trouble one half of last year’s FIA
GT1 championship-winning
line-up. Logic would suggest,
however, that he'll start with a
deficit to Huff.

5 James Thompson
(Lada/Russian Bears,

Lada Granta)

Wins 4 Poles 2 Championships 0
Thompson's Hungary and Portugal
cameos last year weren't exactly
unmitigated successes for Lada,
but the works outfit has had time
to improve and will be looking to
him as its best hope in 2013.

6 Tiago Monteiro
(Honda/JAS, Honda Civic)

Wins 4 Poles 2 Championships 0
Monteiro's Macau podium gave
Honda's new project the perfect
start and suggested he could be a
force in this year's championship
even if his victory drought now
stretches to 30 months.

NEW RULES Aside from a 10kg reduction in minimum
weight for the BMW 320 and the Chevrolet Cruze

— putting them on a par with the SEAT Leon and Honda
Civic — major regulation changes come in 2014, with
more powerful cars and better aerodynamic packages.

7 Norbert Michelisz
(Zengo Motorsport, Honda Civic)
Wins 2 Poles 1 Championships 0
Last year's Yokohama Trophy
winner stays with Zengo but has
new boots to try on in the form of
the JAS-developed Civic. Sharing
data with the works team should
put Michelisz in the mix.

8 Tom Chilton

(RML, Chevrolet Cruze)

Wins 0 Poles 0 Championships 0

A first season in the WTCC
spearheading Arena's Ford Focus
programme met with difficulties,
but a switch to RML — where he
partners Yvan Muller — should be
a dramatic tonic.

9 Tom Coronel

(ROAL Motorsport, BMW 320)
Wins 2 Poles 0 Championships 0
Coronel was Tarquini's main rival
for the ‘best of rest’ tag last year,
picking up five podiums over the
season. Consistency will again be
key, while a 10kg weight break for
the 320 will be a welcome boost.

10 James Nash
(Bamboo-Engineering,
Chevrolet Cruze)

Wins 0 Poles 0 Championships 0
Managed to outscore Arena
team-mate Chilton last year, and
now has the benefit of running
with Bamboo and being
engineered by ex-BAR F1

chief engineer Steve Farrell.

BMW 320s get a
weight break for
this season
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CALENDAR

DATE LOGATION
March 24 Monza (1)
April 7 Marrakech (MA)
April 28 Slovakia Ring (SK)*
May 5 Hungaroring (H)
May 19 Salzburgring, (A)
June 9 Moscow Raceway, (RUS)*
June 30 Porto (P)
TBA TBA*™
August 9 Sonoma (USA)
September 22 Suzuka (J)
November 3 Shanghai (PRC)*
November 17 Macau (PRC)
*subject to ASN confirmation

**Brazil's Guritiba provisional July 28 date is subject 1o lopistical considerations

Huffy took the 2012 ¥
= title after dramatic
Macau finale

PAST FIVE CHAMPIONS

YEAR DRIVER
2012 Rob Huff (Chevrolet)
2011 Yvan Muller (Chevrolet)
2010 Yvan Muller (Chevrolet)
2009 Gabriele Targuini (SEAT)
2008 Yvan Muller (SEAT)
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ALMS SEBRING

Sebring =

12 Hours

Sebring (USA)
March 14-16

ALMS round 1/10

RESULTS
364 LAPS, 1361.36 MILES
1 BENOI TRELUYER (FV/MARGEL FASSLER (CH)IOLIVER JARVIS (GB)

L/ Audi Spart Team Juest Audi R18 e-trom quatiro (711416505} 12h00m11.638s
2 TOM KRISTENSEN (DK)ILUCAS DI GRASSI (BRYALLAN McMISH (68)

LWF1 Audi Spart Team Joest Audi R18 e-tron quattra (0)7-1m43.050s) +7.679s
3 MCK HEIDFELD (D)/NICOLAS PROST (F)/NEEL JANI (CH)

LA Rebellion Racing Lata-Tayota BT 2760 ((].3-1m4F 456s) -5 laps
4 KLAUS GRAF (D)LUCAS LUHR (D)/RDMAIN DUMAS (F)

LW Pickett Racing HPD ARX-03¢ (04-1mé6.4785) -6 laps

5 ANDREA BELICCHT (THMATHIAS BECHE (CH)/CONGFU CHENG (PRC)

LA Rebellion Racing Lafa-Toyota 812060 (03-1m46.689s) =10 laps
6 SCOTT TUCKER (USA)/MARIND FRANCHITTI (GB)/RYAN BRISCOE (AUS)

LAY Level 3 Matorsports HPO-Handa ARX-03b (0/-1ma1.159s) -18 laps
7 RYAN HUNTER-REAY (USANSCOTT TUCKER (USA)/SIMON PAGENALD (F)

LAEF? Level 3 Matorsports HPD-Handa ARX-03b ((8-1ma12/ 15} =19 laps
8 TOM KIMBER-SMITH (GB)CHRISTIAN ZUGEL (D)ERIC LUX (USA)

L2 Greaves Motorsporl Zytek-Nissam 21 18N (03-1m%1 366s) -22 laps
9 DAWD OSTELLA (CONNDAVID CHENG (PRC)/MIKE GUASCH (USA)

LAI'C PR1 Mathizsen Matorsports ORECA-Chevrolet FLMOS (16-1mb£.211z) -28 laps
10 KVLE MARCELL! (CON)CHRIS CUMMING (CON)/STEFAN JOHANSSON (S)

LWFC BART Motarsports OREGA-Chevralet FLMD ([11/-1mb4.520s) -28 laps
11 TRISTAN MUMEZ (USANCHARLIE SHEARS (USA)/D HEINEMEIER HANSSON (DK)

LIPL: Performance Tech Matorsports ORECA-Ghevrolet FLMOS ((118-1m54.598) =29 laps
12 BRUND JUNQUERRA (BRNALEX POPOW (YV)/DUNCAN ENDE [USA)

LWPC RSR Racing OREGA-Chevrolet FLMO (13- Tmba.E74s) -29 laps
13 ANTHONY LAZZARO (USAVED BROWN (USA)JOHANMES VAN OVERBEEK (USA)

L WP Extreme Speed Moiorsparts HPD-Honda ARX-030 (0711- 1053074 =29 laps
14 JONATHAN BENNETT (USANGOLIV BRAUN (USANMARK WILKINS (CON)

LY FC GORE Awtosport OREGA-Chesralet FLMOS (1112- 13 £045) -30 laps
15 OUVER GAVIN (GB)TOMMY MILNER (USA)/RICHARD WESTBROOK (GB)

(] Pratt & Miller Ghevrolet Gorvette G6.R (12 1- 15 H.434s) -31 laps
16 GUNMARIA BRUNI (IOLIVIER BERETTA (MC)/MATTED MALUCELLI (1)

(3] Risi Competizione Ferrari 458 Halia {020-1ma8815s) -31 laps
17 WOLF HENZLER (D)/BRYAN SELLERS (USA)/NICK TANDY (GB)

(3| Team Falken Tire (Walker) Porsche 911 GT3-R8R (031-Zm0C350s) =32 laps
18 BILL AUBERLEN (USAVNMAXIME MARTIN (B)lJORG MULLER (D)

3T Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing BMW 24 6TE ({:7- 154 (36s) -34 laps

19 MARC GDOSSENS (B)/RYAN DALZIEL (GB)/DOMIMK FARNBACHER (D)

T Riley SAT Viper GTS-R (025-1m59 898s) -35 laps
20 MARCO HOLZER (DNBRYCE MILLER (USA)RICHARD LIETZ (A)
(7 Pal Miller Racing Parsche 911 6T3-RSR (025-1mb9.543s) -35 laps

21 RUSTY MITCHELL (USANTOMY DRISSI (USA)/CHAPMAN DUCOTE (USA)

LIPC BART Motorsports OREGA-Chevralet FLMOS (019-1m55,2825) -38 laps
22 DIRK MULLER (D)ATEY HAND {USANJOHN EDWARDS (USA)

2T Rahal Letierman Lanigan Racing BMW 24 6TE (078-1m55 64 7z) -43 laps
23 DARREN TURNER (GB)/STEFAN MUCKE (D)YBRUND SENNA (BR)

(7 Prodrive Asten Marfin Vamtage V8 (077- 1mb8.390s) -46 laps

24 JEROEN BLEEKEMOLEN (ML)COOPER MACNEIL (USAYDION VON MOLTKE (ZA)
(1L Alex Job Racing Porsche 811 673 Gup ([143-2ml5,7475) -49 laps

25 SPENCER PUMPELLY (USANNELSON CANACHE JR (YV)/BRIAN WONG (USA)
(:1C; Fiyimg Lizard Matorsports Parsche 911 673 Cup (035- 2m0% 76Ez) -49 laps

26 SEAN EDWARDS (GB)/HENRIQUE CISNERDS (USA)/MARCO SEEFRIED (D)

10 NET Moterspart Porsche 911 673 Gup (034-2m05.7475) -50 laps
27 JAN HEYLEN (B)/MIKE HEDLUND (USA)\JON FOGARTY (USA)

G1[ JOX Racing Porsche 911 673 Gup {0)37- 7m0 336s) -50 laps
29 ANDY LALLY (USANPATRICK DEMPSEY (USA)UJDE FOSTER (USA)

(10 Dempsey Racimg Del Piera Parsche 911 673 Cup (032-2mlb4%E:)  -53 laps

33 PEDRD LAMY (PiPAUL DALLA LANA (CON)/BILLY JOHNSON (USA)
(27 Prodrive Astan Martin Vamtape V8 ([]72- Tmb9.208s) -57 laps
34 TOMMY KENDALL (USA)JONATHAN BOMARITD (USANKUND WITTMER (CON)

(1 Riley SAT Viper GT8-R (070- 1ma3.430s) -61 laps
37 DAVID BRABHAM (AUSNSCOTT SHARP (USA)/GUY COSMO (U'SA)
LW Edreme Speed Motorsperts HPD-Handa ARX-03b (010 1m%2 703:)  -83 laps

R ANTOMO GARCHA (E}/JAN MAGNUSSEN (DK)/JORDAN TAYLOR (USA)

[ Pratt & Miller Chewolet Gorvetle CER ([24-1mE9.348s) 212 laps-gearbotwithdrawn
R [EH KEEN [USA)'BILL SWEEDLER (USA)TOWNSEND BELL (USA)

(31 Team West/AJR Ferrari 458 Halia (0.20-2m00.3085) 209 |aps-accident
R CHRIS DYSON (USA)GUY SMITH (GB)/BUTCH LEITZINGER (USA)

LW Oysan Racing Lala-Mazda B12/60 ([5-1md8.40/z) a1 |aps-transmizsion
R ANDY MEYRICK (GE)/GLMVIER PLA (F}

LA DettaWing-Elan/Mazda LM12 {015-1m53.8665)
In each car, firsl-named driver starled race and driver in italics se! qualiliing time,
Winners’ average speed: 113.42mph. Fastest kap: Kristensen, 1mdd.870¢, 128.39mph; LMP2:
Kimbes-Smith, 1m32.6815, 119.48mph; 6T: Turner, 1m33.780s, 1124 1mph; LMPG: Brawn,
1m33.614s, 116.46mph; GTC: Estre, 2m06.550s, 106.39mph. There were 42 starers.
Championship pasitions not avaitable at time of going 1o press,

10 laps-engine
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Audi ends awesome -
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There was never much doubt that the German make would

take its 11th win in the 12 Hours. The intrigue lay in whether
it would be the ‘old’ R18 or new. GARY WATKINS reports

THERE WAS NEVER ANY DOUBT THAT AUDI WAS
going to win the Sebring 12 Hours one last time for
the forseeable future. There was, however, plenty of
speculation throughout about which of its two cars
was going to notch up the marque’s 11th victory

in a race it has pretty much made its own in the
soon-to-end American Le Mans Series era. It

was nip and tuck between the two Ra8 e-tron
quattros virtually all the way last Saturday.

Benoit Treluyer, Marcel Fassler and Oliver Jarvis
ultimately prevailed by a shade under eight seconds
over team-mates Allan McNish, Tom Kristensen
and Lucas di Grassi at the end of a race in which the
duo of Joest-run machines were often separated
by just a handful of seconds. The two cars — the
2012-spec version of the hybrid LMP1 coupe that

Rebellion Lola
was best non-
Audi in LMP1

won the race and the updated version of the car —
were evenly matched around the 3.74-mile
Sebring International Raceway.

This was a real motor race that Audi’s bosses on
the pitwall allowed to rage all the way to the flag.
Both cars left the track at least once during the race,
each made contact with backmarkers and, in case
there were still any doubters, the two Audis made
contact with each other at high speed when their
respective voung chargers were at the wheel.

“T can promise you that we fought hard and
there were no team orders,” said Jarvis, who
sideswiped di Grassi during the fifth hour.

“That was flat-out racing.”

McNish and co looked to have the faster car

over the first half of the race, the Scot and di Grassi




overtaking the sister car on track. The balance
between the new and old R18s flipped around as
the temperatures fell along with the sun, handing
Treluyer and his team-mates the slightest of
advantages despite a loose front undertray that
was never properly fixed.

“We had the car for the first half of the race
and they had it for the second,” explained McNish.
“But it was always going to be tight.”

The Scot had established the #2 Audi in the lead
after taking over from Kristensen when he was
given a dubious 60s penalty for avoidable contact
with an LMPC car. The Audi was going around the
outside of the one-make prototype, and if there
was any avoidance to be done it looked like it
should have been on the part of the slower car.

The #2 car quickly made up the time lost
when the safety car came out again, but McNish
reckoned it was still crucial because afterwards he
and his co-drivers were always playing catch-up.

“Tt did matter because if we had been in front
we would have been able to control the race,” he
said. “It was significant in strategic terms.”

The new car remained in the hunt almost to
the end. Treluyer emerged from the penultimate
pitstop sequence with a shade over an hour to
go with a 2.6s advantage, only to be caught by
Kristensen and very nearly lose the lead when
he was baulked by a GTC Porsche.

Kristensen sensed his chance and tried to go
all the way around the outside of the Porsche at
Collier Curve, only for the driver of the slower car
to move straight onto the bit of track for which
the second R18 was aiming.

Even had Kristensen passed his team-mate,
he still would have had to pull somewhere in the

Treluyer sets off for
12 hours in front of
team-mate Kristensen

region of 6s if he was to win the 61st running of the
Sebring 12 Hours. He had taken over his Audi five
laps earlier than Treluyer and would require a few
extra litres of diesel at the final stop.

Treluyer emerged from the pits with 19s in hand,
and the race was as good as over.

The significance of the 2012 e-tron triumphing
over the updated version of the car with which
Audi will try to haul back the advantage enjoyed by
Tovota at the end of last vear's World Endurance
Championship was played down by the Audi
camp. Instead, the team took positives out of
the performance of the revised car, which has a
Toyota-style extension to the rear wheelarches
and a host of other detail changes.

“In my experience it takes a while to get speed
out of the car,” said Joest technical director Ralf
Juttner. “We’re still learning, because we have
different aerodynamics and aero distribution.

“All the complaints that we had with the old
car last vear have gone. The drivers of #1 really
like the car they've got here.”

The top privateer trio didn’t like the car they had
at Sebring, but a clean run for the lead Rebellion
Racing Lola-Toyota B12,/60 driven by Neel Jani,
Nick Heidfeld and Nicolas Prost produced a
podium finish ahead of the team that’s going to
be their major rival in the ALMS this season.

The Pickett Racing squad had the faster car in
the HPD ARX-03c, and by some margin, but a
series of misfortunes allied to Rebellion’s faultless
performance left Klaus Graf, Lucas Luhr and
on-loan Porsche factorv driver Romain
Dumas fourth at the flag.

“We had ‘em covered,” said Graf after the
race. “We were quicker here and that looks

Pickett HPD
was fast, but
was unlucky

BOYD/SLAT

promising for the rest of the season.”

The Pickett squad took a tactical decision
after testing at Sebring on Monday to effectively
return its HPD to 2012 ARX-03a specification.
The wider, taller front-tyre set-up and revised
front aero were taken off the car in favour ot
last year’s narrow rubber.

The move wasn’t so much about outright
performance as providing Graf, Luhr and Dumas
with a more manageable car for 12 hours of racing
over the Sebring bumps.

“Tt was all about driveability;” continued 2012
ALMS champion Graf. “We thought it was the
better package for this race and we were right.”

The frustration began for the Muscle Milk-
backed squad when Luhr lost the front-left
wheel exiting the pits late in the second hour.
The slow tour back to the pits resulted in the
HPD dropping a lap behind, but by the halfway
mark the machine was back in the best-of-the-
rest position behind the Audis.

Two draconian 60s penalties for avoidable
contact — at least one of which was a travesty of
justice — put the car behind again, too far this time
for Graf and his team-mates to claw their way back.

“I was fuming,” said the German driver after
the race. “The first time, an LMPC literally
parked in front of me and the second one, Ed
Brown [who was driving the Extreme Speed
Motorsports HPD that hit Graf |, came up
afterwards and apologised for tuming in on
me. And [ got 60s both times!”

The good news for the Pickett squad was
that its HPD was more than a match for its
main rival for the ALMS title this vear,
something Rebellion was happy to admit.

“That was the maximum we could do, but it
appeared that they didn’t want it todav — so we
took it,” offered Jani. “They made mistakes and we
did everything right, which is why we deserved
third, even if we didn’t have the pace.”

The lead Rebellion Lola again ran triple stints
on its tyres, and Jani reckoned that was crucial.

“They were only 40s behind at the finish,”
added Jani, “so if we hadn’t run triples I don’t
think we would have won.”

The #12 Rebellion car was only sporadically
quick through Sebring week, and the team
wasn’t entirely sure why.

“It wasn’t an easy car to drive and didn’t have
the same feel as last vear,” said Jani. “I was even
missing apexes, and I never do that.”

The second Rebellion entry, shared by Andrea
Belicchi, Mathias Beche and Congfu Cheng,
ended up fifth, four laps down on the HPD it
was racing against.

The car didn’t have the pace of the sister car and
also received two stop-go penalties along the way.

How decisive McNish’s stop-go proved in the
outcome up front is not entirely clear. He wasn't
best pleased about his treatment by the race
officials, but he wasn’t complaining too much.

“I was happy with my own performance,” he
said. “And it was a great race to be involved in.”
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Monaco Grand Prix 2013

The finest selection of accommodation,
race-viewing and exclusive hospitality
packages.

SENATE
GRAND PRIX

EXCLUSIVE HOSPITALITY

Senate Grand Prix specialises in providing the F1™ teams, drivers,
sponsors, as well as a vast array of corporate and private clients with
the finest hotel accommodation and race viewing hospitality for the
worlds most glamorous race.
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ACCOMMODATION RACE VIEWING EXCLUSIVE EVENTS
We have the largest range of Watch the race from the best locations Senate Grand Prix has the contacts
accommodation options in Monaco around the circuit with VIP hospitality: and know how to open all doors to you
and the surrounding area: _ in Monaco:
* 10+ locations to choose from : :

¢ QOver 800 rooms to choose from : _ _ * Meeting drivers and teams

: . e Exclusive Hotel de Paris suites :
¢ Trackside hotels available * Exclusive party access

e Shared or private facilities
e Fully catered VIP hospitality

¢ Multiple Nice hotel options
¢ Transport to Monaco available

* Dinner at the best restaurants
¢ Senate Concierge service

Please call us now or visit Tel: +44 (0) 1342 830495 [

our website for more details
of the packages we offer for 1racing@senategrandprix.com ¢

the 2013 Monaco Grand Prix www.senategrandprix.com/firacing




RAGE CENTRE: ALMS SEBRING

Winning margin did

Gary Watkins

Audi will be missed on the US sportscar trail. Missed
because it has been such an integral part of the history
of long-distance racing in North America over the
past four years, but also missed because of the
way it goes about its racing.

The German manufacturer has never been afraid

to allow its cars to race each other. And so it was at
Sebring, Audi's last hurrah in domestic US sportscar

's d tic fightback ' -
Corvette’s dramatic fightbac ot i i

to the LMP1 class on the other side of the Pond.

IT WAS NO SURPRISE THAT THE SEBRING 12 HOURS the complexion of the battle changed dramatically Audi didn't have to allow its two cars to slug it out
threw up an ultra-close GT battle with an even at the final round of stops. Risi had to pull Bruni, for victory throughout the 12 Hours. After all, it was
closer finish. But this one was special because the the team’s fastest driver, from the car when a loose crucial that the cars were intact at the end, because
winning Chevrolet Corvette C6.R driven by Oliver  seat caused him back problems, which in turn this week's test is just as important to the Audi Sport
Gavin, Tommy Milner and Richard Westbrook started to rob him of feeling in his right leg. His Team Joest squad as the race (the test having even
twice came back from a lap down to snatch replacement Malucelli, a driver making his Sebring been confirmed before its participation in the race).
an amagzing victory with just minutes to go. debut, haemorrhaged time early in his stint, It did the right thing in honour of a race that is
The #4 Corvette was definitely the quickest car appeared to get a grasp on the job in hand and central to its story in endurance racing and should
in the class on Saturday, only it looked like beinga  then went off at the hairpin just as Milner be applauded for doing so.
frustrating day for last vear’s American Le Mans drew ever closer, relinquishing the lead. Team orders have been part of Audi's gameplan on
Series GT champion duo and endurance draft-in “It would have been pretty hard to take if we and off down the years, but when the situation arises
Westbrook. That pace, super-quick pitstops by the  hadn’t won, because we always felt we had the it allows its boys to fight — and fight long and hard.
Corvette Racing squad and a never-say-die attitude car under us to do it,” said Gavin. “But you The six Audi drivers at Sebring to a man insisted
allowed the vellow muscle car to take the win never expect to come back from nearly two that there were no team orders.
ahead of ALMS returnee Risi Competizione. laps down in this class.” If there were any doubters, surely they were silenced
Gavin made a flying start in the #4 Corvette The big question was whether Bruni would when Oliver Jarvis and Lucas di Grassi made contact
and the car remained in the lead until a dashboard  have been able to repel Milner’s advances had he on the entry to the ultra-fast and ultra-bumpy Tum 17,
short-circuit at the end of the third hour resulted remained fit, and the answer is almost certainly
in an unscheduled stop, a stop-go penalty for yes. It also needs to be pointed out that the =
pitlane speeding when the dash went out, and refuelling-system restrictor the Ferrari runs under =
another stop eight laps later to fix the tail lights. ALMS rules robs it of 7s in comparison to i
The car fell the better part of two laps down on the Chevrolet at every stop.
the GT frontrunners, but remarkably was back in Chrysler’s SRT Viper GTS-R finally emerged
the lead in the seventh hour, only for the car to be as a contender at the start of its first full ALMS __
penalised again — this time to the tune of 60s — season. The #91 car shared by Marc Goossens, T HWT e B
for a dubious avoidable-contact call when Dominik Farnbacher and I?,}TE[]'I Dal:zjel Ied‘the race - v Treluy;ar, i and
Westbrook was at the wheel. and looked good for a podium despite losing time |ﬂ.ﬂ R PR
The chances of a comeback by Corvette Racing,  at every pitstop, partly due to the same handicap . . ] -
which had at this stage parked its second entry as Ferrari and partly as a result of a seating
with gearbox problems, looked remote even when issue with its wheels.
Gavin made it back to second at the end of the Even so, the Viper remained in with a shot of a
10th hour. The Risi Ferrari 458 Italia shared by podium until the ninth hour when the car failed
Gianmaria Bruni, Oliver Beretta and Matteo to restart in the pits. The team managed to
Malucelli looked too far ahead. shock the starter into life, but the four laps
Milner could only nibble away at Bruni’s lost restricted the car to fifth. Oliver Jarvis became the 15th Briton to win the
advantage through the penultimate hour, but BMW came away with fourth place on the debut Sebring 12 Hours last weekend. The others are:

of its new V8-powered Z4 GTE. Fourth for Maxime

BMW and Viper Martin, Bill Auberlen and Jorg Muller was a decent

hcth shicwad result in itself, but even more impressive was
the pace of the car. Or, more particularly, the
pace of the sister car in which Joey Hand was
joined by Dirk Muller and John Edwards,
which was able to lead the race.

Power-steering problems for the Martin car and

BOYO/LAT

strong pace

a broken strut for the quicker Z4 ultimately kept Stirling Moss (above) ® Mike Hawthorn
BMW off the podium. ® Peter Collins ® John Surtees ® Mike Parkes
The Falken Tires Porsche squad came away e Ken Miles @ Jackie Oliver ® Vic Elford @ Brian
Y with a podium. The Walker Racing-run 911 Redman (x2)  John Fitzpatrick ® Andy Wallace
by e mamees ..l#i == (GT3-RSR driven by Bryan Sellers, Wolf Henzler (x2) ® Johnny Herbert ® Allan McNish (x4) ®

'-.‘.".-_'r' = and Britain’s Nick Tandy was just fast enough Anthony Davidson
to stay in the mix throughout, though it was
never going to win.
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Be part of our race
winning formula!

Driven Racing Oil -
street performance

DT40 utilises advanced
synthetic base oils to provide
high temperature and high
sheer protection for water
cooled European sports car
engines with and without
variable valve timing. DT40
reduces oil consumption by
limiting oil vaporisation and
foaming. Ideal for modern
German, Italian and British
sports car engines. The Driven
line of street performance oils
provide high zinc content,
storage protection and
superior shear stability.

Distributor of:

)
RACE FUELS
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+44 (0)1929 551557

info@aaoil.co.uk

NWheel Clean

- B

Kleers Motorsport
cleaning products -
designed specifically
for competition!

For maximum performance
wheels must be clean and
maintaining them is one of
the most laborious jobs in
the paddock. Kleers wheel
cleaner, specifically for
motorsport, has a powerful
acid-free formula which has
been widely tested by race
teams. Brake dust and rubber
‘marbles’ are easily removed,
which saves time and effort,
resulting in a more efhcient
and better-presented wheel.

www.aaoll.co.uk




RAGE CGENTRE: ALMS SEBRING

IN THE PADDOCK

Level 5 set to stay after P2 win

LEVEL 5§ MOTORSPORTS’ ONE-TWO FINISH
in the Sebring 12 Hours with its pair of HPDs looks
likely to secure the squad’s participation in the
remainder of the American Le Mans Series.

Last year's ALMS LMPZ2 champion team only
committed to Sebring when it bacame clear that
there was going to be some class opposition,
including a further pair of HPD ARX-03bs fielded
by Extreme Speed Motarsports. Now the team is
hinting that it will defend its drivers’ and teams'

[ A L
i

' S Franchitti presses |

[ ’Lj FLSE on in class-winning @

Level 5 HPD

titles with its brace of similar machines.

Level b ran on Michelins, actually a customer-spec
control tyre previously used by the LMPC-class
cars, at Sebring. This appeared 1o be a tacit
admission that it was planning to continue in
the series beyond the series opener.

Dunlop development tyres were available for Sebring
but will not be for the remainder of the season. Had the
team opted for the British-made tyres, it would have
precluded a deal with Michelin for the remaining races.

Level 5 team manager David Stone hinted after
the race that a decision on the squad's plans for
the remainder of season was imminent.

“We hope to sort something out this week," he
said. “But there are still issues 1o be resolved on
the minimum driving time.”

Level 5 is lobbying for changes to the sporting
rules to allow Scott Tucker to drive bath his cars
in the short ALMS races without compromising
the strategy for either entry.

Tucker won at Sebring, sharing with former Porsche
tactory driver Ryan Briscoe and Marino Franchitti.
They had the cleaner run of the two cars and lost
time only when IndyCar ace Briscoe failed to click
the steering wheel into place correctly.

ESM made a steady start to its LMP2 campaign
after moving over from the GT class. Briscoe's slow lap,
undertaken in first gear, meant the ESM car driven by
Scott Sharp, Guy Cosmo and David Brabham was
leading when an input-shaft failure stranded the
Australian out on the circuit.

Tests needed to fix DeltaWing

AN EXTENSIVE TEST PROGRAMME IS
planned for the radical DeltaWing racer between
Sebring and its next scheduled race appearance at the
Laguna Seca American Le Mans Series round in May:.
The revised machine, now running a Mazda-based
engine in place of the original Nissan, arrived at Sebring
with only two days of testing under its belt. The car
suffered a series of new-car glitches — including
overheating - through practice and only completed
10 laps in the race.
Dave Price, team manager at the DeltaWing Racing
Cars squad, said: “This race was always going to be a

o s . i —————
Lol S e ]

bit of a shitfight given that it all came together so
late, so what we've got to do now is go away and
do a decent amount of testing.”

The DeltaWing, started by Andy Meyrick and alsc
driven by Olivier Fla during the weekend, stopped five
laps into the race after lapsing onto five cylinders and
anly completed five more before the engine failed.

The problems for the car at Sebring mean that any
idea of taking the DeltaWing to Long Beach for round
two of the ALMS have been shelved. The need for
testing also looks likely to delay the planned debut
of the coupe version of the car until after Laguna,
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PR1/Mathiasen =
car took LMPC

OSTELLA TAKES DEBUT CLASS WIN

Former Indy Lights racer David Ostella made a winning start
to his sportscar career at Sebring. The Canadian played

a key role in PR1/Mathiasen Motorsports’ win in the
one-make ORECA-Chevrolet LMPC class at the wheel

of the car he shared with David Cheng and Mike Guasch.

JOHANSSON'S SEBRING RETURN
Stefan Johansson returned to Sebring, a race he won on
his debut in 1984 and again in ‘97, in the LMPC class. The
Swede, who still hopes to return to the World Endurance
Championship with Gulf Racing Middle East, shared a
BAR1 ORECA-Chevy with Kyle Marcelli and Chris
Cumming and namowly missed out an victory, the car
finishing just 15s down on the PR1/Mathiasen entry.

AMR'S TOUGH RACEIN GT

Aston Martin Racing was ostensibly at Sebring to continue
its test programme ahead of the start of the WEC, but
there was still disappointment that neither of its Vantage
(3TEs figured near the front of the race. The two cars

lost time early on with radiator damage and throttle
problems but both made the finish.

WOES FOR DYSON AT SEBRING

Dyson Racing endured a disaster at Sebring, a race it is

still trying to win after more than 20 years of trying, lis

L ola-Mazda B12/60, driven by Guy Smith, Chris Dyson and
Butch Leitzinger, suffered a throtile problem in the second
hour and, after time behind the wall for repairs, retired

with transmission failure in the fourth hour.

AUDFS NEW FAD

One of the developments on the 2013-spec Audi R18
e-tron gquatiro is a forward-facing, roof-mounted camera
feeding screens inside the car. The system is designed to
remove blind spots caused by tyres and chassis A-pillars,

AJR WINS IN GTC... AGAIN
Alex Job Racing notched up its second straight Sebring

GTC victory, and achieved its goal with the very same
Porsche 911 GT3 Cup. The car that won in 2012, now
rebuilt around a new shell, came out on top - despite
dropping a lap down mid-race — courtesy of a three-hour
final stint from Jeroen Bleekemolen, who shared driving
duties with Dion von Moltke and Cooper MacMeil,

" .
- AIR squad §* &
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Join Delta Racing Limited at this year’s Monaco Grand Prix
with the choice of two fabulous packages:

MONACO GP ULTIMATE ROAD TRIP PACKAGE
TRIF INCLUDES:

* 4 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION ON HALF-BOARD BASIS EN ROUTE TO MONACO

» TRACK DAY EN-ROUTE AT THE CIRCUIT DE MORNAY

» 3 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION ON ROOM ONLY BASIS IN VILLEFRANCHE-SUR-MER
» PRIVATE TRANSPORT TO THE MONACOD GP CIRCUIT

» ROAD BOOKS/ROUTE MAPS

* Delta Racing ASSISTANCE FOR THE 9 NINE DAY TRIP

PRICES FROM £€1.095 rer PERSON BASED 08 2 PEOFLE SHARSNG (SINGLE ROOM SUPFLEMENTS WILL APPLY)
ATTRACTIVE TRACKSIDE VIEWING PACKAGES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

MONACO GP SPECTATOR PACKAGE®
TRIP INCLUDES:

» ACCESS TO THE GP CIRCUIT FOR 4 DAYS WITH TRACKSIDE VIEWING
ON THE TERRACE OF LE COTE JARDIN, HOTEL DE PARIS
» PRIVATE TRANSPORT TO THE MOMACO GP CIRCUIT
e 5 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION ON ROOM ONLY BASIS IN VILLEFRANCHE-SUR-MER

» TRANSFERS FROM NICE AIRPORT

PRICES FROM £1,300 rer PERSON BASED OM 2 PEOPLE SHARMG (SINGLE ROOM SUPPLEMENTS WILL APPLY)
* ALTERNATIVE TAILOR-MADE PACKAGES ARE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST micLuniMG PRVATE BALCONY OFTIONS)

FULL DETAILS AND ITINERARY FOR THE ROAD TRIP ARE ON OUR WEBSITE
www.delta-racing.co.uk
OR CALL STEWART ON 07797 789075 FOR FURTHER DETAILS

Delta-Racing.co.uk
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Executive Goach Travel
To The European Grand Prix

e Purpose made Grand Prix breaks.
e Circuit transfers from the hotels.
e Various U.K. collection points.

e Executive travel.

e Tour details are on our website.

www.grandprixbreakaways.co.uk
info@grandprixbreakaways.co.uk

+44 (0) 114 2875201 +44 (0) 779 4302218
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Distributors of some of the most
respected racing componenis
manufacturers in the United States.

We are very proud of our machine shop

which is equipped with the finest
machinery available. A number of Europe’s
leading engine builders utilize our facility
due fo our extensive equipment
capabilities and reputation for accuracy.

3 Chessingham Park, Dunnington, York, North Yorkshire, England Y019 5SE
tel: +44 (0) 1904 489332 = fax. +44 (0) 1904 488355

email: info@performanceunlimited.co.uk » website: www.performanceunlimited.co.uk
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NASCARSPRINT CUP BRISTOL (USA), MARCH17,RD 4/36

Kahne wins a thriller at Bristol’s bullring

KASEY KAHNE MADE UP FOR THE
disappointment of being denied
victory at Las Vegas seven days earlier
with a great drive to win on the
half-mile oval at Bristol.

In an entertaining race, the
Hendrick Motorsports driver saw off
the challenge from champion Brad
Keselowski, polesitter Kyle Busch
and the charging Kurt Busch to
claim a comfortable win.

Kahne ultimately took advantage of
fresher tyres on his Chevrolet to work
his way by Keselowski, who had
moved to the front by not pitting
during the penultimate caution period.

In the closing laps the Penske Ford
driver had to fend off Kyle Busch,
who once again recovered from a
pitlane speeding penalty to finish in
the top five, and Busch’s older brother
Kurt, who drove his best race to date
for Furniture Row to recover from
two laps down to take fourth.

Like Kurt Busch, Clint Bowvyer also
had the benefit of fresher tyres in
the closing stages, which he used to
move his Michael Waltrip Racing
Toyota into fifth place.

Pre-race points leader Jimmie
Johnson was a solid top-10 runner
throughout, but in the closing stages
a blown right-front tyre sent him into

the wall. It was one of a number of

blowouts, which accounted for most
of the 11 caution periods — more than
double the amount in last year’s race.
Johnson's Hendrick teamm-mate Jeff
Gordon had worked his way to the
front with a two-tyre change when
the rest of the leaders took four.
Despite the old rubber he held onto
the lead, but the gamble failed when
the right-front tyre blew and sent
him up the track and into the wall.

The pitlane QPL‘!
a bit tight for

Stenhouse (17) and

~ Aimirola (43) ©

Matt Kenseth was catching
Gordon for the lead at the time
and was caught up in the incident,
wrecking his Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota
as he slammed into the side of the
crashing Chevy.

There was a kerfuffle in the pits at
the end of the race between former
team-mates Joey Logano and Denny
Hamlin. Penske racer Logano was
incensed after being tipped into the
wall by the Gibbs Tovota of Hamlin

— d :
. Kahne (5) chased |
by Kyle Busch |

| and Keselowski

——
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as the pair of them closed on
erstwhile leader Gordon.

Afterwards, the pair had to be
restrained from exchanging anything
worse than insults, and Hamlin
dismissed his rival’s chances of taking
revenge: “He said he was coming for
me, but T usually don’t see him so
that’s usually not a factor”

It was also a disastrous race for
three-time Cup champion Tony
Stewart, who was sent spinning into
the wall at high speed following
an early blowout of his own. He
managed to get his damaged
Stewart-Haas Chevrolet back to
the pits for lengthy repairs and
limped around at the tail end of
the field to the finish.
® Connell Sanders Jr

RESULTS

1 Kasey Kahne (Chevrolet 55), 2 Kyle Busch
(Toyota Camry), +1.700s 3 Brad Keselowski
(Ford Fusion); 4 Kurt Busch (Chewy); 5 Clint
Bowyer (Toyota); & Dale Earnhardt Jr (Chewy):;
7 RByan Newman (Chevy); & Brian Vickers
(Toyota); 9 Paul Menard (Chevy); 10 Jamie
McMurray (Chevy). Points 1 Keselowski, 166,
2 Earnhardt, 157; 3 Jimmie Johnsaon, 151;

4 Bowyer, 128; 5 Greg Biffle, 126; & Denny
Hamlin, 125: 7 Kahne, 124: & Car|l Edwards, 124:
9 Menard, 118; 10 Kyle Busch, 115.
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" DATE MONTH EVENT
Y 03 ADIDAS HALF MARATHON
FIA WORLD ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP
F3/GT CHAMPIONSHIPS
01-02 JUNE BLANCPAIN ENDURANCE SERIES
JUNE MG LIVE!
28-30 2013 FORMULA 1 BRITISH GRAND PRIX
12-14 JULY INTERNATIONAL GT OPEN
. JULY SILVERSTONE CLASSIC
AUGUST FIM SUPERBIKE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
AUGUST FORD FAIR
29-01 AUG/SEPT 2013 HERTZ BRITISH GRAND PRIX (MotoGP™)
SEPTEMBER TRAX
14-15 SEPTEMBER THE SILVERSTONE 24 HOUR CYCLING GRAND PRIX
21-22 SEPTEMBER BRITCAR SILVERSTONE 1000KM
28-29 SEPTEMBER DUNLOP MSA BRITISH TOURING CAR CHAMPIONSHIP
A

J4-06 OCTOBER MCE INSURANCE BRITISH SUPERBIKE CHAMPIONSHIP
)2-03 NOVEMBER WALTER HAYES TROPHY

 SEEWEBSITE OR CALL 0844 3750 740 |
FORALL 2013 EVENTS p =

Tou

ﬁ Tube) DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE SILVERSTONE



V8 SUPERCARS MELBOURNE (AUS), MARCH 15-17, NON-CHAMPIONSHIP

Kiwis reign on Aussie drivers’ parade

DRIVERS FROM NEW ZEALAND STOLE
the show in the non-championship
V8 Supercar races that supported the
Australian Grand Prix at Melbourne
as Fabian Coulthard and Scott
McLaughlin took their maiden

wins in the category.

Coulthard, a veteran of five years in
V8s, dominated Friday’s opening race
from pole position in his Brad Jones
Racing Holden, and just kept on
going, even if his third victory did
only arrive after Shane van Gisbergen
— another Kiwi — and eight other
drivers were disqualified after
irregularities were found with the
ignition timing on their engines.

An emotional Coulthard dedicated
his wins to Jason Richards, who drove
for the same BJR teamn until he was
diagnosed with cancer. Richards died
in December 2011, aged 35.

“IR. had massive success at BJR. and

massive success here,” said Coulthard.

“We all miss him. He is one of those
blokes who will never be forgotten.”

Jason Bright backed up team-mate
Coulthard with second in two of the
races, while Will Davison was the
best of the Ford drivers — just —
taking third overall in his Ford
Performance Racing Falcon from the
satellite-team Rod Nash Racing
version of David Reynolds.

Fresh from a strong showing at
Adelaide, 19-vear-old series rookie
McLaughlin, last vear’s Development
Series champion, came from seventh
to win the final race from Triple 8
Holden driver Craig Lowndes —
another of those excluded from race
three — and Coulthard. That was
the good news for Garry Rogers
Motorsport; the bad was Alexandre

ERAZILIANVBSTOCKCARS CURITIBA(BR), MARCH17,RD 2/12

DANIEL SERRA LOOKED TO HAVE
thrown away victory at Curitiba when
he was beaten from pole into the first
corner by both Ricardo Mauricio and
Allam Khodair. But good fortune
was enough to give the Red Bull/
Mattheis Chevrolet driver victory
and keep up the team’s 100 per cent
success record for the 2013 season.
After keeping his powder dry
during the opening part of the race,
Serra made his mandatory pitstop at
the same time as Mauricio’s RC
Motorsports Chevy. A slightly slower
stop than his rival actually benefited
Serra, as it put him in a perfect
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Serra gives Red Bull a win

position to use his car’s overboost
facility to catch and pass the vellow
machine as they rejoined the track
before the first corner.

Khodair appeared certain of his
first win of 2013, but his hopes
disappeared thanks to a punctured
left-rear tyre with 11 laps to go.

Mauricio tried to pass Serra, but
any use of his boost was balanced by
a similar action from his rival. Serra
went on to take his fourth V8 Stock
Car series win, which gives him a
one-point series lead over team-mate
Caca Bueno, who was fifth.

Thiago Camilo completed the
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Premat’s race-one crash that put the
Frenchman’s Commodore out for
the remainder of the weekend.

@ Phil Branagan

RESULTS

Race 1 1 Fabian Coulthard (Holden
Commodore VF), 12 laps in 25m14.867s; 2 Jason
Bright (Holden), +1.747s; 3 Will Davison (Ford
Falcon FG); &4 Jamie Whincup (Holden); 5 Craig

podium ahead of Valdeno Brito.
Rubens Barrichello made it into the

top-10 ‘superpole’ session for the first

time, but was pushed off the track on

the opening lap. He still managed to

take his first series points in 19th.

@ Lito Cavalcanti

RESULTS

1 Daniel Serra (Chevrolet Sonic),

31 laps in 42m15.571s; 2 Ricardo Mauricio
(Chewy), +1.598s; 3 Thiago Camilo (Chevy);

4 Valdenao Brito (Peugeot 408); 5 Caca Bueno
(Chewy); 6 Ricardo Zonta (Chevy). Points 1 Serra,
41; 2 Bueno, 40; 3 Mauricio, 38; 4 Brito, 37;

5 Max Wilson, 29; 6 Tuka Rocha, 25.

e 4 | Cnlhard (leading) !
o 2 &4 won three times §

d

#

Lowndes (Holden); & Scott McLaughlin (Holden).
Race 2 1 Coulthard, 12 laps in 24m38.913s;

2 Lowndes; 3 Bright; 4 W Davison; 5 James
Moffat (Wissan Altima L33); 6 McLaughlin. Race
31 Coulthard, 12 laps in 27Tm29.444s; 2 David
Reynalds (Ford), +0.686s; 3 Bright; 4 James
Courtney (Holden); 5 W Davison; 6 Rick Kelly
(Nissan). Race & 1 McLaughlin, 12 laps in
24m35.770s; 2 Lowndes, +1.685s; 3 Coulthard;
4 Reynolds; 5 Alex Davison (Ford); 6 Whincup.

Baird on form
at Albert Park

AUSTRALIAN PORSCHES
Craig Baird won twice at Melboume after
Steven Richards had taken the opener.
Warren Luff and Bathurst 1000 winner
Nick Percat each took a pair of podiums.

US FORMULA 2000

Scott Hargrove won the Sebring season
opener and added a second place to
leave with the points lead. His Cape
Motorsports/WTR team-mate Neil
Alberico won the other race,

NASCAR NATIONWIDE
Kyle Busch won at Bristol, his Joe Gibbs
Racing Toyota rubbing doors with rockie
Kyle Larson'’s Tumer Scott Chevrolet as
they crossed the line at the half-mile oval.
Faints leader Sam Homish Jr was fourth,
behind farmer champion Brian Vickers.
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DRIVER DEVELOPMENT GEARBOXES

CAR BROKERAGE
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Trailers & Transporters

RL 2000

£4,900 + vat

Call Us Now! tel. 01327 263 384

www.woodfordtrailers.com sales @woodfordtrailers.com

RL 3000

£5,950 + vat

Paul Grimshaw
Vehicle Movements Ltd

We specialise in moving.....

Motorsport A
Trackdays (From 1 car to 201) |

Race Truck Hire ’
Throughout UK and Europe!

*» Highperformance cars
« Hi-value cars

« Classics

* Prototypes

« Freight

[ ]

Email: info@pgvm.co.uk or Join us on Facebook ﬂ www.facebook.com/PaulGrimshawVehicleMovements

_ All tratlers now come with
/ : European COC certificate

optionad colowr finishes shown

PRG Trailers | Cheshire | UK | Tel: +44 (0) 1270 812402
Web: www.prgtrailers.co.uk | Email: info@prgtrailers.co.uk

['S.Com

EaSt m* lf o '| :::E.r; || Jlandstrail

Emall; In H_\ﬁ:”.””;ﬁ;_ GOl
TRAILERS ~ Call: 01664-823877

Hire/ Buy /Repair and spares service.
We are a car fransporter specialist and can supply short
and long term hire at very competitive rates.

| | U
Three Car Fully Fitted Trailer & Ilveco Tractor Unit
Air Suspension. 2 ton full length tail lift + personal door
Office/debriefing area Fridge. Fitted Listers. O/head
& bench mounted cupboards. Large Belly Lockers.
240v power/lighting circuits, Fitted air lines. Honda-
5 KVA Generator Hydro Vane Compressor Full Length x
24" Ally framed Awning, little used. 12 Months MOT
Professionally Maintained £45,000.00 + VAT. ONO

Further details:

01327 857164 or 07831 498970

We have new /used trailers for sales and hire

and are a VWestfalla tow bar fitting centre.

Why not visit our new ftrailer centre at Unit 21 Old Dalby
Business Centre 0ld Dalby Leicestershire LE14 3NJ




Trailers & Transporters

¥ Connected to you
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The degree of excellence

At Brian James Trailers, we are exceeding expectations.
Combining British engineering with powerful design,
quality manufacturing and reliable service — we understand
your needs.

The model shown is a Race TI‘.dI":!-jI:]-I;_:-rT&!r' 4
374-0010 available from £ 7,099 (excl. VAT).

=VN\® = TRANSPORTER T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details of your local BJT dealer please call or visit our website.
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Race & Rall

DRIVES AVAILABLE

New for 2013

French Trophy Racing Series
citroen/peugeot/Renault

A series dedicated to French Cars only, and about time too some might say. 14
races all around the UK, with media support from Performance French Cars
Magazine, who will cover all events with possible TV coverage of some events,
make It a winning package. Five classes to choose from and an even cost of
registering and becoming a club member is taken care of with Performance French
Cars magazine paying for it if you cary their logos through the season. See our
website for more details.

CANT AFFORD TO RACE?
YES YOU CAN!

Ask about our all inclusive deals Just £5990 gets you a turn key newly built race
car for any of our series including all race entry fees, reg and club membership
fees.

Nippon Challenge, Hyundai Coupe Cup, Toyota Mr2 Racing, French Trophy racing.

Cars

RACE CARS FOR SALE

Well known very _ % —_
successful car. - £

Has been rebuilt to | " -
FIA spec by Gerald
Dale with papers.
Custom wielded in
cage, race winning
Nick Swift engine
now fitted. Can

be raced in most
historic series in
the UK and on the
Continent. Help and BRA%

advice gladly given. J

£37,000.
Contact Roger Elodon on: 07957 828374

Ford Focus Touring Cars

» BTCC Race Ready Ford Focus, eligible for
the Jack Sears Trophy.

* Each car comes complete and ready to
race with Mountune NGTG spec engines,
Motorbase data & set up information from
2011 & 2012, Spares kit available.

Contact Oly Collins or David Bartrum for more information on:
oly@motorbaseperformance.co.uk or 01732 822266

RACE CARS FOR SALE

Team ES Racing.com are proud to offer a combination of 1 or 2
race winning cars along with an extensive spares package.

8210 FUS

;“;}_ i[_ __ B e sl

These cars which won 2 races in the 2012 BTCC along with
6 other podiums are in excellent condition & have heen
maintained to the very highest standards throughout their
whole life. Team ES Racing.com purchased these cars from
888 Race Engineering late in 2011.

Team ES Racing are selling these as they look to move on
to the full NGTC cars in 2013.

The S2000 Cup will be running on the same grid in the
BTCGC from 2013, with an estimated three year life span.

Spares included with each car include gear ratios,
uprights, roll bars, numerous springs, dampers, panels,
bearings, steering racks, pumps, pads, discs, drop
links, wheels, tyres etc. The list goes on & literally has
to be viewed to be appreciated. Viewing welcome &
recommended!!

Prices are:
£54,995 + Vat per car including some spares
£105,000 + Vat for BOTH cars & all spares

Please e-mail info@teamesracing.com or call 07581 258837 & ask for Chris
for further details & to arrange viewing.




Race & Rally Cars

DRIVES AVAILABLE RACE CARS FOR SALE

Built and raced by Alan Mann Racing this
car is eligible for Goodwood/HROC 50's
saloon races, and comes with a spares
package, including engine. EPRA.

\
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Gnntact 01273 857698 or on-lmsasza

Lcala Lotus LMP2 Coupe
i KO DEWA

v ——— g
-—--—:.-__.,____
e e

2012 F3 Cup ‘Cup’ Class Champion.
2012 F3 Cup Teams Champions.
Triple Monoposto Champions.

Omicron

_ 01508 570351
racing@omicronmotorsport.co.uk
www.omicronmotorsport.co.uk

R

e
Lola Lotu LJ"1F';: Coupe: The Lola Lotus B12/80 is a lIJﬂFrr car of the Lotus factory team in the World
Endurance Championship. One of just two existing Lola Lotus sports cars 1S for sale. The vehicle is built in
accordance with the lates ' ACO and is jible r1|['-'3"|'||.11t"|'1 rr'r"UUanr!Fw'l ance
LCham ship, Amenican Le 5 =Bres opean Le Mans Senes and the 24 Hours of Le Mang. The race car

s ready to start. The car pack zludes the complate electronical equipment and a multifunctional s 1 ul;
wheel with Megaline pedal shift. We aIJL offer various spare pars for the sports car.

RACE GAH FOR SALE

Telephone: +49 (0) B463 602679 Emaiil: info@kolles.biz

RACE CARS FOR SALE

@Eﬂ@. (Trade Only)

2 x Mygale M12-SJ (2012)
Formula Ford EcoBoost 200 Cars

* Eligible to compete in 2013 MSA Formula Ford 200 Championship of Great Britain
e Fitted with full 2013 wing kit & new front crash box

¢ Scholar Race Engines prepared 1.6L EcoBoost engine

 Full electronics kit inc. ECU/data logger, GPS and Dash4Pro instrumentation

* Hewland FTR 6 speed sequential gearbox

e Sachs Dampers

e Ready to races

Contact Ruth Farrin at Environ Automotive on 00 44 1245 235 200

Race & Rally Cars
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COLLECTION FOR SALE
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Fi COLLECTORS .COM SRS Ao F

YY) Actrrlia P . AVON ST 5000

SUPPLIERS OF RACE o TVYRES
MEMORIBILIA SINCE 1992 WO TORSPOSRT * 71 missing 1st & 8th April
=" B RACING TYRES * 75 missing 30th December 3
[ S ' s " « 2000 missing July 14th & - 1
Inc. ACB 10 Formula Ford : ARy Octones

#1FOR FI MEMORABILIA e omerilie cmpiets s oo SR
) i o We bay and sell F1 items |
s AYRTON SENNA specialists Offers — John 07768 705747

Call CHRIS GRINT D1763 274448 b collects
ok aaleatt dallesten ki BEMTR LTD uyor

Autosport Magazines

Florida, USA (B0¢)S7S-AKK

Tel: 0121 331 1122
Fax: 0121 331 1144

email: sales@bmtr.co.uk GEARBOXES

seae our new web site at www.bmitr.co.L

/N = Anglian Fnaces

F U
. 0 —

——  m— F asteners . :;MTUSFDRT TRANSMISSIONS

- Unbrako, Holokrome, SPECIALISING IN
Dormer and Loctite | , : GEARBOX REBUILD,

- Next day delivery MISSED AN ISSUE2 il "= 2 A0 SLIChing

+ All the fasteners you'll ever need e THEN CALL OUR AND I:IIJRE:..

Call: 01234 345641 or 01604 645341 @9~ e

Email: info@anglianfasteners.co.uk BACK ISSUE HOTLINE Hewland Specialist

TRADE COUNTERS IN BEDFORD AND NORTHAMPTON Call 07976 877 612

[fit'’s Ffff'ﬁﬁ ded, call Anglian Fasteners! 0844 848 8817 IORON N D TR

www.racing-transmissions.co.uk

DIECAST MODELS INSURANCE
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follow us an - OFFCIAL TITLE ERONSOR

Specialists in 1:2 Scale Replica F1 Helmets

Ltd Edition ¥ 0%
wl =
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BOSS/

Plus Postage

Give Simon and the friendly team a call:

motorsport.com

OPENING HOURS:

Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.30pm

OFF WHEN USING ONLINE CODE




Marketplace

KARTING RACE PREPARATION

35 GX390

MARDIGRAS

MOTORSPORT 33

\\\\\ Saloon Car Preparation

Manufactured to our SPECiﬁ{:Eﬁﬂﬂ h‘jl' ?ﬁit 45, Silverstone Circuit tel: 'DI1 32‘? EBDDS fax: 01 35? 258800
SDdiKart in Mﬂrch 2011 to a 'I'Er'f h!gh GWE'I:‘.EIEF emaili. n C!',,‘__*TT’IEF Igras.co.u
. specification for improved longevity. & NOTEVBTIIoR (s 1 D3, Buy nrr:'!lmfdiat;‘ -
lmma [he original cost was over £5000 O W ER-CO.W
B=. per kart. These have only been used at Distributors and agents for:

Buckmore Park and are available now,
Ideal for the commercial operator or
for individual leisure or

educational use.

.q.
N
i
£

Kart details:

LA NN

RACING FUEL CELLS

Honda GX390 cc engine with Sodi dry
clutch
Sodi high tech RX7 chassis
Sodi brakes with long life pads
Heavy duty track rods and ends
Heavy duty 1/2 inch chain
Anti double pedal device
Full moulded 4 wheel protection and front
absorption system
Fitted with long lasting slick duro tyres

2000 Each

Adjustable steering column

Setrzb

S -y o frvar s

f baclh BEARLS (& cCastrol
L]

VARLEY RED TOoP'™

Tl O S AL AT TS AT T EA S

Available in one lot, smaller batches or Tillet corporate seats
individually. To purchase or for any other HONDA ﬂ" SCHRICK:
information, please contact Bill Sisley at e = | TR BRASOT GET A3 A T

bill@buckmore.co.uk BUCK';‘EEE Gr-—- .. use auto10 to get 10% discount
01634 869030 3 when ordering off our website

Buckmore Park Karting Ltd, Maidstone Road, Chatham, ME5S 900G
ki =

w.buckmore.co.uk TEL: 01634 869030
- R RN

RACE PRODUCTS

LIVE ONBOARD VIDEO %Nﬁ”ﬁm RACE CAR TELEMETRY

Livea Telemetn deo Systems

8
=
S
£
-
©
=

TN

e -
WITH THE SPAADS-RCT-VID THE RACE BECOMES LIKE  THE SPAA05-RCT RACE CAR TELEMETRY SYSTEM TAKES

AVIDEO GAME FOR EVERYONE TO ENJOY. YOUR RACING EXPERIENCE TO THE NEXT LEVEL.
SPAADS-RCT VID FEATURES: SPAAOS-RCT FEATURES:
» Live video » Live internet broadcasting » Real-time GPS car position on track » Publish data via Wi-Fi
» DVB gquality video » Full track coverage on most » GPS speed, lap- and sector times to mobile devices
» Telemetry data overlay circuits » Optional CAN-Bus information » Live internet broadcasting
Prices: from £4,800 Prices: from £860

www.spaal5.com | info@spaalS.com | +31 416 5465 005

London Motorsport Showroom

#AUTOSPORT . v ¥ A

TO ADVERTISE YOUR PRODUCTS
AND SERVICES HERE CALL:

0 2 0 3 2 67 5 9 9 2 ﬁuhﬂ*‘ UK agent for Senenys

ORDER HOTLINE: 020 8655 7877
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RACE PRODUCTS

| 6v adjustable. 50/30amp, | #FE8
wire connection.

;m#"im_-ll
6425 6AL Digital Capacitive-
%nm discharge box. 530v to coil. MSD
T ——

1 35mj spark for every firing!

V8 ENGINES- parts and accessories

REAL STEEL Unit 9, Tomo Industrial Estate,
Packet Boat Lane, Cowley, Middx, UBS8 2JP

el: 01895 440505 Email:sales@realsteel.co.uk E&QOE.

{ofls 1o 09046 nombers ! S0p per mincls of off Gme

[ (b vbscsiled bt o g tham 17,7 mimasirs)

Diagnostic
d;.'?"' * Hestoraton
- * Maintanance &
Y Development
. | Ll-” EI'-&i':::r:.-up -:':-:'.

|

4

» Engine Hebuilds
il
PARTS

Hoxster, Layman,

L]
"-‘._ghzi Turbo, Histonc, 811,
L L

SERVICES
C:&S * Technical &
e

968, 944, GT3,

- RSA, Cup Car.
—RACIMNG

20 000 DEM Lines

MIDLANDS SHOWROOM
Just off Mb / Mo JJ3
Shenstone Trad Est, B6E3 3XB

HAUTOSPORT

MISSED AN ISSUE?
THEN CALL OUR
BACK ISSUE HOTLINE

0844 848 8817

UK Distributor / Warehouse

Tel: +44 (0)1784 483 555
Fax: +44 (011784 493 222
Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk

w

FAST ROAD it
‘IN TANK PUMP’ 9 £94:1q
UPGRADES Al HMUAL
‘OUT OF TANK?®
(3 BAR) REPLACEMENT PUMPS

‘OUT OF TANK!'
COMPETITION PUMPS

325 LTR / HR

@ (180 LTR / HR @ 3 BAR)
5 BAR FUEL PUMP

Tno

MDTDRSPDFI'I:-
£99.50

S50 B £65.80

190 LTR/ HR u
500 BRI £74.64

TOP SPEC - 255 LTR/HR

‘HIGH FLOW' + 'HIGH PRESSURE’
oo

Motorsport pump kit prices £79.

Q Prices exclude VAT @ 20%

“Fuel Pumps for the Professionals’:-

Original Equipment
Formula One

Race Teams

Rally Teams
Military

0
42?5 LITRES/HR

400 LTR/HR
Pt.No. GST400

 450)LTR/HR
\PLNG, GST450
GST450K
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RACE PRODUCTS

N e

« FiIA FT3 Certified Fuel Cells & Accessories
» Short Lead Times for Stock or Custom Parts
« Fitting Service Available
« Superior Seamless Construction Technology
« Special Large Capacity Fuel Cells

for Endurance Events

Reiger Suspension BV

Molenenk 5a

NL-7255 AX Hengeleo Gld.

Tel.: +31 (0)575-462077 Fax: +31 (0)575-463316
Info@relgersuspension.com

. e
Classic Wonld Racing
www.classicworldracing.co.uk
Tel: +44(0)1527 521050

RACEWEAR

8
-
8
$
e
1)
=

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

E faceDaok. Com/ powaronracessaar

PEUE RS e

U K R ac e we a r M a n ufa ctu re r rAaACENE A bwither com/powEronracewear

Pitwear
Teamwear
Embroidery Service

Tailor Made Race Suits

WA - N

Starter Packages
Available

<

FIA Approved
Racewear: 8856-2000

v" Suppliers of the
EYRZ= Racing Team
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RACEWEAR

iﬁgggﬁéﬁn“ | e

h.h EMLrtT = E - _:.- _rr —
‘?—: : h“:i\ = \\\ \ \ 120 T1-330
— J £39100 | £676.18

EIHII'E
RACESUITSKT 84cs
TEAMWEAR LG22
VEHICLE WRAPS

e Wi bt s |-'_-J
A A & S il
' ' - L5 . _
' ' - . -I.-'. 3 ot L .F . - -_'-—_'—-—J il o T
iladid ! K s 10 = —=
E— e - (==
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- - - OPENING TiIMES: §
MOREAY - FREDAY —
W CELARN - i DD
: WEEEEND EVENTS g
PLEASE Cad ) PO

DPE HiNG. TIAES

RACEWEAR | KARTWEAR | SIMULATION www.moderacewear.com

&1 pricts inenede WAT

OFFICIAL

HAUTUOSPORT

MERCHANDISE

 EAITAIN'SE MOTOR SPORTING WEEKLY
French GP — Vila Real - dwd Mclarsn — XJ6 test

Just visit www.autosport.com and click the t-shirt link.



Motorsport Jobs

HAUTOSPORT

Publication date every Thursday

BEOOKING DEADLINE MIDDAY MONDAY PRIOR TO PUBLICATION

COPY DEADLINE MONDAY 5PM PRIOR TO PUBLICATION

Call 020 8267 5820

ALL ADVERTS PLACED FEATURE IN THE APPOINTMENTS

RACHEL.BROCK@ HAYMARKET.COM SECTION OF AUTOSPORT.COM FOR ONE WEEK
FOR ALL AVAILABLE VACANCIES PLEASE GO TO THE JOBS SECTION OF AUTOSPORT.COM

HAUTOSPORT

THE LATEST SELECTION OF
MOTORSPORT JOB VACANCIES
UPDATED EVERY WEEK.

Looking to recruit for 20137?
contact rachel.brock@haymarket.com
or tel 0208 267 5820

All adverts placed will be
featured in the jobs section of
www.autosport.com

Wi ﬂ' |_] [es

Wirth Research is a group of innovative engineering companies
specialising in research, development, design and manufacture for the
motor racing industry and other sectors including commercial vehicles
and architecture.

Due to business expansion we are looking for talented individuals to
join us in the following roles:

Marketing & Communications opportunity

The role will be responsible for all marketing and communications activity.

This role would suit an experienced marketing professional ideally with
experience working within the motorsport industry.

CAE Engineer

To provide CFD support for the aerodynamic development of our
engineering projects; carrying out analysis of numerical and graphical
aero data, interpreting flow structures, generating CAD schemes for
new designs, and reporting work carried out accurately and quickly.

Design Engineers

Individuals experienced in motorsport engineering required with skills in
mechanical and/or composite design, ideally with a degree in engineering
or several years in the industry. Experience of 3D solid modelling and
skilled at advanced surfacing.

RE&D Engineer

The R&D department require support with designing test rigs for
component validation and testing and providing analysis of test results.
Candidates will ideally have a Mechanical or Design based engineering
Degree - 2:1 and above or equivalent.

How to apply
For more information about the above roles and how to apply
please visit our website www.wirthresearch.com/careers

Motoring Communications and Events Manager
Epsom, Surrey
Salary circa £35K plus excellent benefits

The Royal Automaobile Club is the UK’s oldest motoring cub with a long history of promoting automaobilism basead in
Londan's Pall Mall and with a country clu at Woodcote Park, Epsom.

The Club it is looking for an exceptional individual to take responsibility for internal and external communications,
organising events, working with the Club's pariners and develaping the profile of the Club's major trophies and events.

The successful candidate will be a self-motivated individual with proven ability in copywrifing and editing, plus an
understanding of new media. They will have knowledge and expenence of events, plus a commitment to excellence
knowledge of the UK automotve industry and motorsports will be an advantage. Excellent personal admimstratve and
interpersonal skills are required.

The Role:

« Reporting to the Motoring Secretary and based at the Woodcote Park clubhouse

* Responsibility for communications with members and partners plus an external PR programme, using all
appropriate media channels.
Marketing the Club’s motoning activities and building relationships with institutions and partners.
Originating, developing and managing both member events and promoted events
Representing the Club's motoring interests at national and international level.
Please send your GV with covering letter and salary expectations to Jemma Rapson at
jemma.rapsonEroyalautomobileciub.co.uk.
Closing date for applications is Thursday 28 March 2013.

MOTOR\CLUB

One of the UK's leading providers of truly accessible motorsport, the club is based at
Donington Park and manages a portfolio of 14 championships as well as organising car
tours, sporting trials and the largest annual Austin Seven rally in the world.

The Marketing & Communications role is new and combines the responsibility for
developing and implementing Marketing & Communications strategy across the club’s
complete activity set alongside the development and implementation of new services
and events for our heritage and non-racing members.

Can you demonstrate a good track record in all aspects of marketing as well as a natural
enthusiasm for motorsport and our automotive heritage? If so, check out the club web
site to find out what else you need and how you can apply.

http://www.750mc.co.uk

Applications close on April 15th.

CATERHAM_

- S
5 .I.\_

Deuelnpn;ent Engineer - Caterham Cars Lid - Dartiord, UK

A positicn is availlable for an experienced Automotive or Mechanical Engineer with a relevant degree
to join the enthusiastic and dynamic engineenng team at Caterham Cars, This job will expose the
successful applicant to a wide varied range of vehicle development, lest and design aspects. The
role will involve development of existing parts, designing of new parts and products through
prototyping mto production. The candidate should ba highly motivated have curreni axiensive
experience of Solidworks, abiity to create cost effect designs for varying manufacturing methods
and flexitle approach to working hours.

Applicants CV and cover letter should be submitted to opportunities{@caterham.co.uk
www.caterham.co.uk

Motorsport Jobs
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LOTUS
FI'TEAM

Senior Mechanical Design Engineer

Ref: LF1-AERS

We have an opportunity for an experienced Mechanical Design Engineer to
join the Aerodynamics group, leading the mechanical design of the wind
tunnel model and associated components.

This will be a significant role, with the successful candidate responsible for
improving existing mechanical syslems as well as developing new innovative
designs to improve tunnel/model simulation. Major projects will require
collaboration with R&D and Full Size Car mechanical groups.

The successtul candidate will have a proven track record in a similarly fast
moving environment, and be happy working under pressure and to tight
deadlines. A positive attitude and ability to work with a minimum of
supervision are essential.

The role requires excellent CAD skills, ideally using Catia V5. F1 experience
would be an advantage but is not essential.

A minimum qualification of HND/degree level in a mechanical engineering
discipline is expected.

CFD Engineer

We are seeking to recruit @ motivated engineer to develop tools and methods
within our CFD group

The role will focus on helping te specify and automate the deployment of CFD
for aerodynamics development. This will cover all aspects of wind-tunnel and
track correlation and refining our CFO models to efficiently deliver accurate
results, as well as geometry acquisition, meshing and post-processing.

The candidate must have a strong aeronautical or mechanical engineering
degree with a sound understanding of the theory and implementation of
madern CFD codes, including discretisation, transport modelling and
turbulence modelling

Tunnel Technician
Ref: LF1-AER3

We have an opportunity for a skilled technician to join aur team of Wind
Tunnel Technicians

The role is extremely challenging and varied as it involves all the tasks
necessary to keep the Wind Tunnel installation operating smoothly and
accurately. Further responsibilities will involve the development of the Wind
Tunnel and the associated Model Control Systems.

The successful candidate must pessess a wide range of technical and
practical skills, ranging from working with heavy equipment to the calibration
and development of sensitive electronics, A good knowledge of Matlab and
MS Office is essential with familiarity of programming languages being
beneficial [particularly C#]. Candidates will have a strong sense of
self-motivation whilst working in a demanding team environment. A flexible
approach to work will be necessary due to the shift pattern and on-call rota.

L R B O)in

Senior Aerodynamic Designer

Ref: LF1-AER

We have an exciting opportunity for an expenienced and highly motivated
individual to join the Aerodynamics department in a Senior Designh role.

The successful candidate will have a proven track record generating design
concepts and musl be able to think outside the box . They must also be able
to prove out their own designs effectively and be performance focussed, with
responsibility for leading significant areas of the group's development,

The role will require effective planning and management of projects involving
multiple designers, as well as liaising closely with Aercdynamicists, CFD
engineers, and the model shop. Good communication skills are therefore
essential,

The role requires excellent CAD skills, preferably Catia V3. Significant
experience within F1 or a similar motorsport environment is expected,

as well as a minimum qualification of a HND/degree level in a mechanical
engineering discipline,

CFD Aerodynamicist

We are looking to fill an Aerodynamicist position within the CFD department
at Lotus F1 Team.

The CFD Aerodynamicist will be responsible for aerodynamic development
of the car using CFD to pursue current directions and investigating new
concepts.

The position allows a significant amount of freedoem, both in terms of
development in CFD but also specifying tunnel programmes, and hence the
successful applicant will be required to demonstrate a high level of creativity
and motivation,

A strong aeronautical or mechanical engineering degree with an excellent
understanding of aerodynamic and CFD theories are prereqguisites,

F1 external aerodynamic development experience in CFD or experimental
testing would be a clear advantage.

Machining Buyer

_Ref: LF1-CEN1

Lotus F1 Team is currently recruiting for the role of Machining Buyer,
The position will have overall responsibility for negotiating and ordering
machined components sub-contracted by the team.

The successful candidate will have detailed knowledge of machining
processes and achievable tolerances, an understanding of how to machine
complex parts and the ability to estimate the component costs. Previous
Purchasing experience will also be a distinct advantage.

The role will involve both strategic supplier selection initiatives and more
often hands-on order placing. A can-do attitude will be essential, particularly
to deal with continuous challenging lead-times. A competitive package is on
offer for the right candidate.

lotusf1team.com




Demo Team Track Support Technician

1 !"'Ii'

Lotus F1 Team is looking for an experienced electronics/systems technician

tc work within their expanding Demo Team.

The Lotus F1 Demo Team takes the excitement of F1 to numerous events
around the world to promaote Lotus’'s on-track and off-track activities.
This position will involve supporting the on-car and garage electranic
systems and will involve extensive travel.

This position requires an understanding of embedded control systems,
3-phase power distribution, and experience of operating complex electronic
instrumentation and well developed skills in fault diagnosis. The successful
candidate will be a good team player, have excellent communication skills,
be practical, organised, and thorough and have a positive can do’ atlitude.
Previous experience in motor sporti is highly desirable.

Candidates for all of the positions will need to be self-motivated, capable of
working with minimal supervision to tight deadlines, and be confident in
communicating in a team environment. In return for your hard work and
dedication we offer a team with a commitment to return to the highest level
of achievernent, a unique and friendly working environment and competitive
remuneration.

Please apply in writing with current CV, salary expectations, details of your
notice period and quoting job reference number to:

Human Resources
Lotus F1 Team Ltd
Enstone
D:fnrdsh_irg;..
OX74EE

ort Jobs

McCcLaren

RALIND

At McLaren we believe that winning matters most. We know what it
takes to win and we achieve this by working together and encouraging
innovation in an extraordinary high performance environment.

We currently have a number of opportunities for talented and committed
candidates to join our team.

TEAM LEADER - AERODYNAMICS TECHNOLOGY
Reporting to the Head of Aerodynamics, you will be leading the
Aerodynamics technology group, setting the strategy and delivering
projects according to the priorities. The group’s responsibilities include
wind tunnel models and instrumentation, quality and efficiency of the
experiment, rakes and tools for wind tunnel and track correlation etc. It is
also an opportunity to be involved in an exciting new project.

The successful candidate will have extensive experience in experimental
aeradynamics. An aerodynamics degree would be a distinct advantage.

SYSTEM/TRACKSIOE TECHNICIANS

We have a number of positions available and would be interested in
seeing applications from highly motivated and forward thinking systems
technicians with skills and experience in a variety of disciplines including
IT, Radio & Communications, electrical and electronic assembly, test and
fault finding.

For this role we offer a competitive package including private healthcare,
access to an executive car scheme, company pension scheme and the
chance to work in a truly unique environment.

For further information on the above roles and details of how to apply
please visit www.mclaren-jobs.com

il"‘l. 1
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WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING TO RECRUIT THE
FOLLOWING POSITION AT RED BULL TECHNOLOGY:

HR18031301 — COMPOSITE NDT INSPECTOR (SHIFTS)

We have an exciting opportunity for an Inspector to join our Quality department.

In this role you will be involved in the detailed inspection of complex and critical race car
components and assemblies fo the highest standards using ultrasonic and conventional methods,
recording and reporting results in accordance with our procedures.

You will be required fo have extensive proven experience in Ulirasonic Testing and be fully
trained in this field. Experience of other NDT methods would be desirable. You will also be

able fo demonstrate skills in the use of measuring equipment and have the ability fo deal with
challenging situations and delivery pressures.

Applicants interested in opplying will ideally be opprentice trained, hold on ONC/HNC
qualification or equivalent and have proven experience and knowledge within a Composite
Manufacturing/Inspection capadity. You will be o self-motivator with o proactive approach
and it is essential that you have o flexible attitude to shift patterns. In addifion you will also
have excellent communication skills and the ability to work to very fight deadlines, often with
minimum supervision.

This role is based at Red Bull Technology’s headquarters in Milton Keynes, and you may be
required to travel o some races and events.

To apply for positions at Red Bull Technology ond Red Bull Racing, please visit the
recrvitment page on our website www.infiniti-redbullracing.com.

Closing Date for Applications — 4* April 20

4
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Building on our progress from 2012, we are continuing to grow our team to achieve the best performance
possible in 2013. In order to do this we need people who demonstrate an absolute passion for their
area of expertise, excellence in teamwork and a genuine care for the results they achieve. We require
commitment, professionalism, enthusiasm and flexibility. In return for your hard work we provide you
with a working environment where your contribution is recognised, development is encouraged and
where you enjoy your job.

Reporting directly to the Head of Aerodynamics and overseeing the work of the aerodynamics teams, the successful
candidate for this key role will lead the overall aerodynamic development of the car with a particular emphasis on the wind
tunnel programme, ensuring that it maximises performance improvements. Applicants must have considerable experience
of Formula One aerodynamic development and strong team leadership skKills.

Our Team Leaders supervise teams of aerodynamicists working on specific regions of the car, while also contributing
their own hands-on development work to the programme. The successful candidate will provide mentoring and inspiration
to other aerodynamicists while overseeing activities in both CFD and the wind tunnel and contributing to the aerodynamics
development strategy. Successful applicants will be expected to carry out their own CAD modelling, show a thorough
understanding of the Formula 1 technical regulations and must have held a senior aerodynamics role in Formula 1.

Successful candidates will develop aerodynamic concepts, oversee their testing in CFD or wind tunnel as appropriate, then
analyse and report the results so as to incorporate this knowledge into future designs. Candidates will also be expected
to contribute to the aerodynamic development strategy, and to help mentor more junior teams members. Senior
Aerodynamicists must have several years of Formula 1 experience, be expected to carry out their own CAD modelling
and take responsibility for the legality of their designs.

Reporting to an Aerodynamics Team Leader, successful candidates will make use of both CFD and wind tunnel to develop
concepts from initial ideas to finished designs. Proven experience in Formula 1 aerodynamics is an essential requirement
for this job.

Successful candidates must have Formula 1 model making experience and will be responsible for preparing the model
in the factory and supporting testing at the offsite wind tunnel.

Working with, and guiding designers to develop concepts into assemblies and detail drawings, successful candidates
will be highly competent Engineers with experience in motorsport or a similar industry and keen to work in a challenging
environment. Candidates must also have a thorough understanding of design and manufacturing principles, the design
of jigs and fixtures and the mechanical engineering issues associated with high precision designs.

Successful candidates will work within the Design team, designing composite components, assemblies and related tooling
for the team’s Formula 1 car. Candidates will need to demonstrate their understanding of composite materials and their
manufacturing processes.

Successful candidates will work within the Design team, designing components and assemblies for the team’s Formula 1 car.
Candidates will need to demonstrate their understanding of fundamental manufacturing processes, have knowledge of
jigs and fixtures and an understanding of mechanical engineering issues associated with high precision designs.
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Taking ownership for a variety of R&D based projects, you will be responsible for concept, design, testing and analysis
through to project completion. This role is suited to a candidate with a degree in Mechanical Engineering or similar, with
a high level of experience in a wide range of engineering disciplines including Design, Vibration, Data Analysis, Calculation,
and Test and Measurement.

Taking responsibility for the manufacture of electrical and electronic hardware, you will work closely with our Electronics
Engineers; assisting with the support of both on and off car electronic systems using your thorough knowledge of MIL
specification wiring, Motorsport/Aerospace connectors and heat shrink moulded parts. Knowledge of sensing technology
and experience in the fault-finding of complex electronic systems would be highly advantageous. Candidates will also
be required to have proven motorsport (preferably Formula 1), Aerospace or military experience in a similar role.

Working with our Design and Production teams, you will project manage new assembilies, provide assistance to the project
manager and work closely with Engineering and Operations to create and disseminate technical bulletins, internal procedures
and other documentation as required. Proven problem solving experience is essential and knowledge of Visual Basic and
VBA programming is advantageous.

We are seeking a PLM Project Manager/Systems Architect to program and manage the specification and implementation
of Team Centre, working closely with the system provider, Siemens. Providing strategic vision on how best to use PLM,
and working closely with design and production, the successful candidate will administer hardware and software, manage
user expectations and coordinate support and mentoring. Previous experience in a similar role is essential.

Working within the Production Team, you will accurately plan and order externally manufactured components of the car
to meet business demands. The successful candidate will be highly process driven, and have experience of using ERP
systems and MRP methodology. Proven experience in Formula 1, Automotive or Aerospace is essential. CAD literacy and
knowledge of BoM structures is also advantageous.

Working as part of a close knit team with excellent communication and negotiation skills, the technical buyer will liaise with
all relevant areas of the business to ensure our components are sourced and procured on time and to exact specification.
Proven experience within a similar environment, including reading and interpreting technical drawings is essential.

Reporting to the Inspection Manager, the successful candidate will provide a first class inspection service by following
drawings and specifications to inspect components. Candidates must have proven experience in a similar role within a
motorsport or aerospace environment.

To apply, please email your CV and salary expectations to jobs@marussiafiteam.com quoting the job reference number above.

(@ @Marussia F1Team [ f) MarussiaF1Team marussiafiteam.com

Motorsport Jobs
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Formula Ford 2013
BE PART OF THE NEW EXCITING SEASON

» First 15 grid places already taken
= 30 race series as part of the BTCC package

Live TV coverage for the full season on ITV4

Fastest junior single seat car in the UK - Powered by Ford EcoBoost
» New winged car with Ford kinetic Design

FIA safety approved chassis

Join us! If you want to race, contact RacinglLine on:

08456 805077 or britishformulaford.co.uk

Go Further
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M French Formula 4
is a close fit for
the FlA’s junior
single-seater plan

[ o .

FIA reveals Formula 4 blueprint
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Gerhard Berger plans to overhaul national single-seater structures

THE FIA HAS DRAWN UP PLANS FOR
a new global junior single-seater formula
to start in 2014.

The international governing body
wants to introduce a new national-level
championship in all affiliated countries.

Draft regulations were agreed at a
meeting of the World Motor Sport
Council on March 6. FIA Formula 4
will start off as a single-make category
before morphing into a multi-make
slicks-and-wings formula based around
a carbon chassis, according to FIA
Single-Seater Commission president
and ex-F1 driver Gerhard Berger.

It will use 1600cc engines capped
at 150bhp. Each individual national
championship will use a single make
of engine, but different manufacturers
may build engines for the formula in
different countries. The engines will be
equalised so that one country’s version
of Formula 4 is not faster than another.

“QOur task is to close the hole on
the staircase from karting to Formula 1,”

Berger told AUTOSPORT. “Formula 3

is the centre of evervthing. Now we have
to see how 15-vear-olds can move up
in single-seaters.

“The first step is to close the gap
between F3 and karting. It's important to
see these kids at 15 are still in school. 1
would like to offer them this first step in
their home nations so they don’t need to
travel too far. We want to bring the cost
down too, to under €100,000 per vear.”

Berger plans to allow 15-vear-olds to
race in the formula, something British
motorsport authority the MSA banned
at the end of 2012. The FIA has studied
various categories already racing and
AUTOSPORT understands the initial
formula is likely to be based on ones
that best match the FIA's blueprint.

“We're going to have a single supplier
of the engine per country, but we don't
want a fixed chassis supplier,” Berger
added. “We need a transition period.
During this time there are a couple of
existing cars, like the Signatech Formula 4
in France or the ADAC Formel Masters in
Germany, that are eligible to become FIA

F4 and technically easy to make so.

We haven't found something that fits
exactly, but there are some that could be
modified. But it's not the ideal scenario
for us because it's not possible to have
these cars racing together”

Berger hopes to develop the formula
in Europe starting in 2014, before rolling
it out to other parts of the globe.

“We have strong requests from the
ASNs because markets have changed a lot
in the last vears,” he added. “The market
for national Formula 3 is very thin because
it's too expensive, In Italy, for example,
there is no Formula 3 anymore. So what
can you offer the kids? A lot of other
countries are in a similar situation.

“Now the F4 regulations have been
completed we are offering the package
to the nations. I would like to start very
strongly in Europe from 2014 with a
limited number of nations, maybe four
or five, as the first step. We need to
prove it works and we need to be able
to modify anything that doesn't before
it goes to a larger scale.”

ben.anderson
@haymarket.com

GERHARD BERGER'S PLAN TO
simplify the single-seater ladder will be
welcomed by fans, but 'FIA Formula 4
will face barriers in Britain.

For one, we have a sporting
authority that bans 15-year-olds from
racing single-seaters. The MSA also
balks at taking an active role in limiting
the number of championships, for fear
of legal reprisal. So any potential FIA
series would have to compete with
British Formula Ford, BRDC F4,
Formula Renault BARC and anything
else that launches in the meantime.
This doesn't happen in Germany. ..

FIA Formula 4 is not compulsory
for individual nations, but there is one
mooted British series that could take
up the mantle here — there is a plan to
launch Formula Renault 1.6 into the
UK in 2014 (for 16-year-olds and up).

This provisional BARC series could
easily morph into the UK version of
FIA Formula 4, given that the Signatech
car it plans to use is a close — if not
perfect — match for the FIA's blueprint.
| would be surprised if no one took
the chance to run an FIA-backed
entry-level category in this country.

Whether it's the FIA, or individual
promoters such as Simon MNorth
(Formula Renault) and Jonathan Palmer
(BRDC F4), everybody is talking about
the need to rein in costs at the lower
levels of single-seater racing and
make the path to Formula 1 clearer.

Unfortunately, too much of the focus
comes from the top down rather than
the bottom up. Even the ‘cheap’ prices
talked about by these series are
beyond most of the lads and dads they
target. But it's no surprise. Crazy costs
at junior level are inevitable when F1
finances are so utterly out of control.

TNy y oy A v

MARGH 21 2013 AUTOSPORT.COM

83




\ .’

|

INTERNATIONAL GT RACERS
James Walker and Rob Bell will both
contest the first round of British GT
at Oulton Park on Easter weekend.
Le Mans Series racer Walker will
drive one of Fortec’s two Mercedes
AMG SLS cars after conducting
shakedown tests at Oulton Park
and Rockingham last week. Walker’s
co-driver has vet to be announced.

Clio Cup Series

Viore aces join

“British GT looks like it is going to
have one of its most competitive years
in its history, so to be part of that is
fantastic,” said Walker, who raced for
Fortec in Formula Renault 3.5 and F3
in his junior career.

“Richard Dutton had literally just
collected the car and asked me to
shake it down. Despite near freezing
temperatures we were still able to

Herbert lowers his sights after
missing out on KX Clio dream

KX AKADEMY REFUGEE LUKE
Herbert plans to contest the BARC's
new club Clio Cup Series this season,
after failing to find the budget to race
in the Clio Cup UK.

The reigning Mabda MX5 Cup
champion was set to race for Scuderia
Vittoria in this year's Clio Cup with KX
support, but lost the drive after failing to
secure the remainder of the funding
(see AUTOSPORT, February 28).

Herbert has bought the car campaigned
by Mark Tilbury in last year's Clio Cup and
will now enter the BARC's new four-round
feeder series in the headline ‘Expert’ class.

Herbert said: “One week ago | wasn't
going to be racing this year, but we
managed to get the money to buy Mark
Tilbury's car and get the chance to get
involved with the Clio Cup Series. It's

=
-
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l erbert will race i %3 m‘
ex-Tilbury Clio \ 3

definitely come at the right time, especially
with the economy so tough.
“The idea is to raise the funds to do

the last two rounds of Clio Cup UK
and then make the step-up to the main
championship next year. | worked so
hard to get the money for Clio Cup UK,
but we just couldn't achieve it."

get some productive running.

“Richard has put together a great
team, including Trevor Foster to run
the car. It was an easy decision to make.
It’s obviously going to be a massive
learning curve but we will be out
to show what we can do.”

Bell will deputise for 2004 British
F3 champion Alvaro Parente, whose
prior business commitments mean

Historics

Walker tested Fortec

Mercedes last week

and will now race
the car at Qulton

he is unable to race alongside
United Autosports co-owner Zak
Brown in one of the team’s two
McLaren MP4-12Cs.

Bell first raced for UA team boss
Richard Dean in 1999, finishing third
behind Gary Paffett and Ryan Dalziel in
Formula Vauxhall Junior. Bell’s vounger
brother Matt will race UA’s Audi R8
LMS ultra with Mark Patterson.

————— _—
. Hepworth will :
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Hepworth puts GT plans on hold

HEPWORTH INTERNATIONAL WILL
focus on historic restoration this season
after deciding not to retumn to British GT.
The team ran a G55 for lan Stinton and
Jake Rattenbury in a joint effort with Stark
Racing in British GT3 last season. The car
suffered reliability problems and the team
has now put the project on ice after failing
to attract funded drivers for 2013,
Hepwaorth will now focus on restoring

Comprehensive motorsport insurance products to keep you on track;

@ Worldwide On Track
@ Personal Accident
@ Storage and transit

Please complete an online quote request form at -
Email — info@ryanmi.com

Tel - +44 (0) 1799 524202

@ Track day
@ Liability
& Commercial

Rvan Motarsport insurance Limited is an appointen rapresantative (557405) of Indspendant Brolong Salufons Limided wna are authorised and regulated by the Anancial Services Autharity, registrafion neimoar 312026

an ex-Pedro Rodriguez BRM P154. The
car has lain dormant since team founder
David Hepworth raced it in Interserie.

Team boss Stephen Hepworth said:
“We also hope to commence work on the
later P167s driven in period by Howden
Ganley/Brian Redman that also remain in
our collection. It will be a fantastic tribute
to my father who bought the entire project
from BRM in the early '70s."

MOTORSPORT INSURANCE
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" Formula Ford

Malvern makes sideways step
into Formula Ford with wings

EX-BERITISH FORMULA FORD
champion Scott Malvern will retum
to the category this season.

Malvern won British Formula Ford in
2011 and added the Formula Renault
BARC title to his CV in 2012, Having
falled to secure the funding to graduate
to European F3, Malvern will rejoin Jamun
Racing for an assault on the new winged
Formula Ford EcoBoost 200 series.

Malvern will race the Mygale chassis
campaigned by Ryan Cullen in British
Formula Ford last year. Malvern hopes the
TV exposure afforded to the category as
part of the BTCC support package will
help secure more backers for his career.

“I'm pleased to be racing again and the
Ford EcoBoost 200 locks an exciting car
to drive,” Malvemn said. "We've worked
hard to put something together. It's a late
deal, which means we haven't been able to
test like most of our rivals. But we showed
last season that we're capable of hitting
the ground running and | have confidence
in the team to put a good car under me.

Porsche Carrera Cup

“I'm not making any bold claims — the
mileometer is reset to zero again. We will
aim to put solid points on the board at the
first race and build from there. Thirty races
is a long season. Hopefully we'll secure the
funding to stick around for the rest of it."

MALVERN IN BRITISH FORMULA FORD

WINSZ0 PODIUMS 34 POINTS 1176
CARS  Ray GR10, Mygale 5111

Meadows to defend Porsche title
after signing for Samsung squad

PORSCHE CARRERA CUP GB
champion Michael Meadows will defend
his title this season.

Meadows will switch from champion
squad Redline Racing to Paul Mace's
revamped GT Marques outfit, which will
run as Samsung Smart Motorsport.

Clio Cup UK

“It's a new challenge with a new team
and I'm proud to be representing a major
brand,” said Meadows. “The aim is to win
more comprehensively than last year.”

Former single-seater racer Richard Kent

will join Meadows on the driving strength.
Kent has spent two seasons out of the
sport after racing in America in 2009-10,

‘| didn't expect to come back into
something as full-on as this," said Kent.
“But this fantastic opportunity came about
and every time | get in the car I'm leaming.
I'm getting a lot of information and support
from Michael.”

Meadows topped the times in official
testing on the Silverstone National Circuit
last Thursday. His 55.978s best put him
almost three tenths clear of Parr
Motorsport's Ben Barker in second.

Mazda racer Stilp steps up to
Clios with Westbourne outfit

MASDA MX5 FRONTRUNNER
Jordan Stilp will switch to the Renault Clio
Cup UK this season with race-winning
squad Westboume Motorsport.

Stilp won seven races and finished
second to Luke Herbert in last year's
Ma5da MX5 Cup. He will now form part
of a four-car Westbourne Clio team,
driving alongside multiple race winner
James Colburn, impressive 2012 rookie
Mike Bushell, and Maltese car-racing
rockie Jacques Mizzi,

Team boss Richard Colbum said: “This
is a really exciting year for the team. We
have a great blend of proven podium

Stilp has been
successful in B
Mazda MX5s =i -
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finishers, with James and Mike together,
and two talented newcomers to the series
in Jordan and Jacques, who have both
really impressed me in testing.”

HAWEKINS
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The voice of club racing

Strawford family

has reiterated
its commitment

to raclng at Combe

nlike the south-east corner
U of England, where heavy

snow made even major
roads impassable, the south west
was spared last Tuesday, March 12,
thus | headed 'up country’ to Castle
Combe village for a thanksgiving
service for the extraordinary life of
Howard "H" Strawford.

The late Welshman — who would
have been so proud of his boys in
Saturday’s drubbing of England,
that snatched the Six Nations rugby
union title — is already immortalised
in the pantheon of great British
motorsport promoters.

With snowtflakes fluttering on the
biting breeze, yet bright sunshine
projecting St Andrew’s Church's
vivid stained-glass windows onto
its aged walls, racing people stood
shoulder-to-shoulder to pay their
homage and respects. Among
them were MSA chief executive
Colin Hilton, numerous club
representatives, a deputation
from Thruxton, Combe aces of
yore (including John Chatham,
the Healey legend who won on
my first visit in 1967, and F5000
racer Terry Sanger), former
champions and current racers.

| was delighted that my first
National Editor at AUTOSPORT,
Robin Bradford — now PR supremo
for Sol Rally Barbados — who
learned of Howard's death while
he was at RaceRetro, extended
his trip to attend. There too was
racer-turned-Anglesey track boss
Richard Peacock, who made the

“Confirmation that
Howard’s family
will continue to
run Combe allayed
widespread fears”

‘Howard’s Day’ should become
an annual tradition at Combe

pilgrimage south, and Strawford's
biographer Paul Lawrence, author of
the definitive Castle Combe book.

During the service, Howard's
son-in-law Graham Marshallsay,
Ken Davies (who was inspired in
his youth by the then Swansea MC
chairman), former BARC supremo
Dennis Carter, and Combe marketer
Rodney Gooch gave insights.

And Barrie "Whizzo' Williams
made an impromptu eulogy.

But, on a day tinged with
sadness, laughter and memories,
the welcome confirmation that
Howard’s devoted wife Pat and their
daughters Karen and Emma — with
the help of a loyal staff — will
continue to run Castle Combe with
his passion, allayed widespread
fears. That lightened everybody's
step as they repaired to the circuit's
Strawford Centre to reminisce over
an amazing chapter in racing history.

Easter Monday’s traditional
season-opener marks the start of
a brave new era on April 1. The
meeting is to be named ‘Howard's
Day' to enable Combe fans old and
new to show their appreciation for
his determination, tenacity and
achievements against the odds.
| vehemently hope it will become
an annual tradition. The King i1s
dead. Long live the Queen!

Marcus
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ENGINEERING:

CHAMPIONSHIP ENGINES FOR THE ERC, GRC & BRC

COME AND SEE US AT THE ERC ROUND 1
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VISIT OUR NEW ONLINE SHOP AT
www.racetuners.com
UNIT 5 & 6, GHYLL ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

HEATHFIELD, EAST SUSSEX TN21 8AW
TEL: +44 (0)1435 865999 FAX: +44 (0)1435 865947




Harvey hopes SR3
Challenge will tick &=
all the right boxes [
for him in 2013 |

Radical SR3 Challenge

Harvey closes on Radical SR3 Challenge drive

FORMER BRITISH TOURING CAR
and double Carrera Cup champion Tim
Harvey is closing in on a deal to race in
the new Radical SR3 Challenge.

Harvey, 51, is set to share a car with
former British GT champion Matt Allison in
the single-make senes, which is replacing
the multi-class Radical UK Cup.

Harvey told AUTOSPORT: “It's value for
money and competitive racing with some
good drivers. The cars are fast and good

fun to drive, and there'll be no SR8s racing
in Britain so you're racing for the win,

“For me, motor racing is not my career
anymore, it's for fun. I'm a competitive
person, but at 51 my motorsport has got
to tick all the right boxes. I'm very busy with
the BRDC Superstars and my media work,
so | don't want a high-profile series.”

Harvey contested the 2012 British
GT championship with historic ace Jon
Minshaw in a Trackspeed Porsche.

However, his business commitments have
precluded a retum this year.

“To do GTs properly you've got to
commit 100 per cent and no team wants
a driver who can't always be there for
practice and qualifying," Harvey added.

“As much as | would have loved to do it
again, British GT isn't a championship you
can dip in and out of. It's for very wealthy
amateurs and serious professionals,
and | don't fit into either category!”

Gray (96) won every
RGB race in 2012

750 Motor Club

‘New’ Spire heads big RGB entry

CHAMPION MANUFACTURER
Paul Nightingale has evolved a new
aero package for his Spire GT3 design
in which Tim Gray was unbeaten in last
year's 750MC RGB championship.
Gray will not return to the series this
season, concentrating instead on the
Bike Sports series, but he tested
team-mate John Cutmaore's 2013 title
contender at Mallory Park last week.
“We took it [John's previous car with
the new body] to Mallory and it was
phenomenal, so much more stable and
easier to drive,” said Gray. “l was under
my lap record in sub-zero temperatures.”

Former champion Al Boulton has gone
rear-engined with the Spire that Gray
raced in Bike Sports at Anglesey last
year. David Wale has forsaken his BDN
for a new GT3, Radical SR4 man
Jonathan Thackray has a similar car,
and Matt Higginson has updated from
a Spire GTR to Gray's 2012 winner.

Other competitors among Saturday's
32-car field include Lee Baverstock
(new AB Sabre), Scott Mittell (MC-52),
multiple Kit Car champion Andy Hiley
(Chronos), NW Sports/Saloons refugee
Danny Keenan (MK Stealth), and Austen
Greenway (new front-engined GM1).

F3 Cup

Craven to F3
with Lanan

FORMER CLUB F3 FRONTRUNNER
Alex Craven will return to the F3 Cup this
season with leading team Lanan Racing.

The ex-Formula Renault racer will drive
a Dallara-VW F307 for Graham Johnson's
team, which won races with several
different drivers last season.

Craven said: "l secured podiums every
time | raced in F3 Cup [in 2011}, so | hope
to pick up where | left off. The grids have
grown since MSV has taken on the series
and I'm looking forward to fighting for a
win at the season opener.”

Craven will partner former ARP F3
champion Gino Ussi, who returns after
narrowly missing out on the title last year.
Ussi said: “I'm hungrier for success after
last year. | need to string a full season
together, but I'm in it to win it."

Short was 10th in GT86

in 2012 Silverstone 24
Skttt

T750MC Roadsports

Short to Roadsports with Toyota

MARTIN SHORT WILL RETURNTO

his 750 Motor Club roots at Donington this

Saturday, when he takes part in the first

round of the revived Roadsports series.
Short's 1987 750MC Kit Car title in

the Goodwood-built Martlet presaged a

professional sportscar career that included

fourth place at Le Mans in 2007 in a

Pescarolo-Judd run by his Rollcentre team.
Short has entered the Toyota GT86 in

which he finished 10th in last year's Britcar

24 Hours at Silverstone. The 25-car, six-
marque field includes two Mazda RX8s

and Locost champ Mike Comber's MX5.

Hyman to BRDC F4

South African karting graduate
Raoul Hyman will race in BRDC
F4 this season. Hyman (above)
was the 2011 British Super One
Junior rookie of the year and is
the nephew of Radical racer Chris.
Other additions to the inaugural
grid include Polish lady Malgosia
Rdest (Douglas Motorsport) and
Mexican Diego Menchaca (MGR).

MGR signs Mexican
Telmex-backed Mexican racer
Jorge Cevallos will return to
Formula Renault BARC this season.
Cevallos completes MGR's four-car
line-up, alongside Chris Middlehurst,
Matteo Ferrer and Tom Oliphant
Cevallos finished 12th in last year's
series with MTECH Lite.

Bailey back to Ginettas
Ginetta GTS Challenge race winner
Brad Bailey will return fo the series
this season. The ex-Ginetta Junior
racer finished seventh in the G40
championship in 2012, after winning
the final race of the season at
Donington Park. Meanwhile, Scottish
privateer Ellict Paterson will return
to Ginetta Junior this year under

the Border Reivers banner.

Revamp for MRL series
Motor Racing Legends' JD Classics
series for 1966-8b touring cars has
been renamed the Historic Touring
Car Challenge for its third year. The
move recognises its expansion to
embrace the Group 5 cars of its
earliest period. It kicks off at the
Donington Historic Festival and
Brands Hatch GF in May and

also visits Spa and the Algarve.

Diesel Alfa for Team 48

Former footballer Luther Blissett's
Team 48 will run a diesel car in this
year's Alfa Romeo championship.
Team 48, which tried unsuccessfully
to join the BTCC grid in 2008, will
run a 1.9-litre turbo diesel Alfa

GT (tuned by marque specialist
ProAlfa) for Darrelle Wilson. Blissett
will race the team's traditional two-

litre petrol-engined 156 saloon.
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““1 ORDERED
AT 7.30PM
& RECEIVED
EVERYTHING
THE FOLLOWING
DAY. AMAZING!

... Where others are out of stock
Ironmongery Direct never are! , ,
Michael, Wiltshire

Trustscora for ronmongary Directis 9.3 of 10,
based on pver M customer reviaws,

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR
FREE CATALOGUE

MASTERS OF OUR TRADE

. ®
0808 168 28 28 IronmongeryDirect.com 3
Or TEXT RBA16 to 62244 FREE! with name, addrass and email] =

OIFFICIAL TITLE SPORGOR

RAGE DAY
INSURAN

Give Simon and the friendly team a call:

motorsport.com

OPENING HOURS:
Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.30pm
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Racing Supplies

Linit 31 Silverstone Circuit Northants NN12 8TL UK
Tel: +44 (0)1327 857822 Fax: +44 (0)1327 858096

sales@tridentracing.co.uk  www.tridentracing.co.uk

COLLECTION

[ PETTERSOLBERG

Check out Petters past
Citroén cars in our web
shop for a special Rallycross
RX deal. Models are in
1:32 and 1:43 scale.

Petter is back with Citroén in the new Rallycross RX series.
Follow Petter and keep up to date at www.pettersolberg.com
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WITH V8 AMERICANA IMPOTENT ON

a greasy track, historic debutant

Pete Morgan led a Mini one-two in

a frenetic Historic Touring Car race,
which topped the HSCC openers in
Donington’s 8oth anniversary season.

The ex-club Ford Fiesta champion
and 750MC Stock Hatch ace went
from 14th to second behind Roger
Godfrey’s Cooper S inside three laps,
only to explore the chicane escape
road while trving to outbrake the
2010-11 winner. Briefly behind
Devonian Peter Crewes, whose Mini
was also flying, Morgan hit the front
as Godfrey slid off and was elated
to take the chequer. “I'd not driven it
before today, but that was spot-on,”
he reflected. Having fought his
viciously twitchy Ford Mustang
valiantly until a drier line enabled
him to shake off a swarm of Minis
and Imps, Fortec team boss Richard
Dutton just staved off Godfrey to
prevent a front-wheel-drive rout.

Sleet and snow throughout Guards
Trophy qualifying set a topsy-turvy
grid and the Chevron-rich mini-
enduro was a thriller. It was resolved
at the final corner when, having
popped a plug lead, Luke Stevens (in
Ross Maxwell’s B8) was mugged by
Charles Allison. Allison had passed
the poleman at the stops, and made
ground under a safety car deploved
after Paul Tooms’ 26R Elan shed its
roof and continued as a convertible.
Fired-up, former Caterham champion
Stevens clawed his way back ahead
before the misfire set in.

B8 debutant Neil Burroughs
survived the Redgate gravel at the
start and battled back to third in the
company of Philip Nelson, bustling
past GT leader Nick Fleming (Elan),
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who lost out to Mike Whitaker
(TVR Gritfith) as a consequence.
Frazer Gibney avoided an incident
that did for the similar Lotus Elans
of Larry Kennedy and Peter Shaw at
the chicane to score an opportunist
victory in Historic Road Sports.
Morgan +8 man Tim Pearce retook
the lead audaciously from sometime
Formula Ford racer Roger Waite
(in the ex-Tooms 2011-12 series-
winning Elan) at the Craner Curves
before Pearce’s right rear tyre was

Allison’s victorious
Chevron B8 heads
into glorious sunset

slashed in a brush with Tony
Davis’s Sprite at Starkey’s Bridge,
which sent the Moggie spinning
like a top. Gibney jumped a delayed
Waite as the commotion unfolded
and Davis speared off.

Julian Barter (TVR 3000M)
outdragged poleman Richard Plant
(Morgan +8) in 70s Road Sports and
slithered away to win. Avoiding a rash
of spins, reserve Luke Clark-Bagnall
drove his Triumph GT6 heroically
from the back, overcoming David
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Morgan’s Mini
_. was ideal for the
slippery conditions

Tomlin’s Ferrari 308GTB for third.

Double FF1600 champion Nelson
Fowe took until Coppice on lap two
to pass 2011 champ Benn Simms.
Rowe then sped clear. David Wild
and class returnee Bill Coombs were
lonely in third and fourth, ahead of
Rob Wainwright and recovering
spinner Josh West.

Top qualifier Stuart Roach took
command of the front-engined
Formula Junior pack into McLeans on
lap one. Mark Woodhouse’s challenge
evaporated with a “rallycross style”
traverse of the Old Hairpin. On Derek
Walker’s retirement, Woodhouse
regained second from ‘Crispo’ Beslev.

Sam Wilson blitzed the rear-
engined set. Andrew Hibberd's carbs
iced, but he cut fastest lap after an off
and beat Pete Morton to third by 0.02s.

Even without the spur of Ian Gray,
who backed his Brabham into the
chicane exit wall during a hideously
slippery qualifying session, Classic
Racing Cars champion Ian Jones
won by the day’s widest margin,
lapping all bar Tony Keele.

@ Marcus Pye

HISTORIC TOURING CARS (12 LAPS) 1 Pete Morgan
(Austin Cooper 8); 2 Peter Crewes (Austin Cooper 5)
+1.824s; 3 Richard Dutton (Ford Mustang); 4 Roger
Godfrey (Austin Cooper 5); 5 Tim Harber (Austin
Cooper §); 6 David Heale (Hillman Imp). Class
winners Crewes; Dutton; Heale; Neil Brown {Ford
Lotus Cortina); John Pugsley {Ford Anglia); Jonathan
Gomm (BMW 1200Ti); Mark Watts (Ford Mustang).
Fastest Lap Crewes 1ma0.282s (70.26mph).
GUARDS TROPHY (29 LAPS) 1 Charles Allison
(Chevron-BMW BB); 2 Luke Stevens (Chevron-BMW
B8} +1.671s; 3 Neil Burroughs (Chevron-BMW B2);

4 Philip Nelson {Chevron-BMW B8); 5 Mike Whitaker
(TVR Griffith); & Nick Fleming {Lotus Elan 26R).

CW Whitaker; Fleming;: Jamie Boot (Jaguar E-type);
Michael & Andrew Hibberd (Lotus-t/c 23B);

Gary Wright (Elva-BMW Mk&). FL Stevens

1m15.914s (92.81mph),

HISTORIC ROAD SPORTS (14 LAPS) 1 Frazer Gibney

(Lotus Elan 51); 2 Roger Waite {Lotus Elan 51)
+0.8645; 3 Chris Keen (Marcos 1800GT); 4 Jan

Boyes {MGB); 5 Alan Harper (Lotus Elan S1);

& Roddie Fielden (Morgan +8). CW Keen; Boyes;
Fielden. FL Waite 1m25.484s (82.42mph).

70s ROAD SPORTS (12 LAPS) 1 Julian Barter

(TVR 3000M); 2 Richard Plant {Morgan +8) =20.757s;
3 Luke Clark-Bagnall {Triumph GT&); 4 David Tomlin
(Ferrari 308GTB); 5 David Beresford (MGB); & Philip
Goddard (Margan +8). CW Plant; Clark-Bagnall;
Beresfard; Mark Oldheld {Lancia Beta Monte Carlo);
Alan Harper (Lotus Elan 54); 5 Nick Strong (Ford
Capri). FL Barter 1m38.8065 (¥1.31mph).

HISTORIC FF1600 (13 LAPS) 1 Nelson Rowe
(Crossle 20F); 2 Benn Simms (Jama [MR7) +18.7465;
3 David Wild (Lola T200); &4 Bill Coombs {Alexis Mk14);
5 Robert Wainwright (Elden Mk&): 6 |osh West (Merlyn
Mic20A), CW Gary McVeigh (Merlyn Mik11A). FL Rowe
1m33.283s {75.53mph).

FORMULA JUNIOR FRONT-ENGINED (13 LAPS)

1 Stuart Roach (Alexis Mk2); 2 Mark Woodhouse
(Elva 100Q) +54 4865; 3 Crispian Besley (Elva 100);
4 Stephen Barlow (BMC Mk1); 5 Richard Ellingwaorth
(Gemini Mk2); & David Brand {BMC Mk1).

CW Jan Biekens (Stanguellini). FL Roach

1m34.9145 (74.23mph).

REAR-ENGINED (15 LAPS) 1 Sam Wilson (Cooper
T59); 2 Jonathon Hughes (Brabham BT&) +11.8665;
3 Andrew Hibberd (Lotus 22); 4 Pete Mortan
(Lightning Envoyette); 5 Mark Pangbarn {Lotus 20B);
6 Jack Woodhouse (Lotus 20/22). CW Crispian Besley
(Cooper T56). FL Hibberd 1m18.983s (89.21mph)
CLASSIC RACING CARS (15 LAPS) 1 [an Jones
(Lotus-t/c 59): 2 Tony Keele (Palliser-t/c WDB3)
+58.4475; 3 Andy Jarvis {Palliser-t/c WDB2); 4 |osh
West (Merlyn Mk20A); 5 Leif Bosson {Brabham-MAE
BT28); 6 Steve Seaman {Brabham-MAE BT21)

CW West; Bosson. FL |ones 1m17.602s {90.80mph).
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BRITISHRALLYCROSS LYDDEN, MARCH 16-17

Back-to-front Procter grabs Lydden glory

KEVIN PROCTER BATTLED TH RDUGH
the mud and rain to eamn victory in

the first round of the 2013 British
Rallycross Championship at Lydden.

But the Ford Focus man had to
work for the win after starting from
the back row of the grid. It was
voung Norwegian debutant Andreas
Bakkerud (fastest in the second and
third qualifiers) who claimed pole.

Sharing the front row with
Bakkerud was Dutch visitor Jos
Kuijpers and reigning British
Champion Julian Godfrey.

As the cars left the line, Bakkerud’s
Citroen DS3 bogged down, bunching
up the pack. Godfrey opted to take his
joker lap as Kuijpers led the race from
Koen Pauwels, Procter and B final
victor Pat Doran. Procter jokered on
the second lap, coming out behind
Godfrey, only to then pass the Ford
Fiesta driver on lap three.

Meanwhile, the leading trio of

Kuijpers, Bakkerud and Doran battled
for position, slowing themselves
down. Bakkerud was removed from
the equation with engine failure at the
end of lap three, and as Kuijpers took
his joker on the final tour, Procter
took the lead. “This is a great start to
the vear,” said Procter, “I'm registered
for the championship and I'm going
to do as many rounds as [ can.”
Godfrey passed Kuijpers in the
closing stages to grab second, while
Pauwels finished inches behind in
fourth. Doran finished fifth.
@ Hal Ridge

RESULT OF A FINAL (& LAPS) 1 Kevin Procter
(Ford Focus); 2 Julian Godfrey (Ford Fiesta)
+3.35; 3 Jos Kuijpers (Ford Focus); 4 Koen
Pauwels (Ford Focus): 5 Pat Doran (Citroen D53);
& Jos Jansen (Ford Focus). POINTS 1 Procter, 21; - ;

2 Godfrey, 18; 3 Doran, 15; 4 Andy Grant (Ford poc R e
Focus), 13; 5 Jon B.Hrolfsson (Subaru Impreza), o j.h. . -.-.-_-:;.;T;;;:':--f-h S to win round one |
12; 6 Mark Watson (Citroen Xsara), 11. Y 3w A e R e e R MO

ot ¢r F'rn-.:ter fuught
;*r" hlswayrthmugh ¢

NIPPON CHALLENGE, MR2s, COUPE CUP SNETTERTON, MARCH 16-17

Jesse's Coupe GT4
leads Prf_u:ﬁiuus_ in
Nippon battle |

Wild Jesse beats
Precious Impreza

A PACKED GRID OF NIPPON CHALLENGE,
ME2 and Hyundai Cup runners
kicked off Snetterton’s 2013 season
with a lively double-header.

Amid biting winds and steady rain,
Nippon front-runner Jason Jesse
(Toyota Coupe) proved too keen to
convert pole to victory in the opening
race, sliding wide at Montreal and
allowing Danny Precious’s Impreza
past. Undeterred, Jesse fought back
ahead at the same corner on the
following lap, and this time edged
away to win.

Jesse made it a clean-sweep of
poles, wins and fastest laps with a
dominant performance in race two,
having dived past the fast-starting
Precious on lap one.

Precious held off Adam Lockwood’s
Nissan for second, with Steve

Lawtey’s Mitsubishi surviving

a mid-race moment at Muwrray’s
to take fourth.

@ Oliver Timson

RESULTS

RACE 1 (6 LAPS) 1 Jason Jesse (Toyota Coupe
GT4): 2 Danny Precious (Subaru Impreza)
+4.735s; 3 Ross Stoner (Toyota Celica);

4 Steve Lawtey (Mitsubishi GTQ); 5 Adam
Lockwood (Nissan 2005X): 6 Lee Bennett-Neil
(Honda Integra). Class winners Precious;
Stoner; Bennett-Neil; Ben Roberts (Mazda MX5);
Paul Corbridge (Toyota MR2); Richard Avery
(Hyundai Coupe). Fastest lap Jesse 2m33.604s
(69.58mph). RACE 2 (6 LAPS) 1 Jesse;

2 Precious +27.026s: 3 Lockwood; 4 Lawtey;

5 Stoner; & Nerijus Zabotka (Subaru Impreza).
CW Precious; Stoner; Bennett-Neil: Corbridge;
lohn Mawdsley (Hyundai Coupe); Tony Collier
(Toyota Celica). FL Jesse 2m29.865s (71.31mph).

TEAM AND TRACKDAY TROPHIES SNETTERTON, MARCH 16-17

Honda Prelude Is
Trackday winner

JOHN DICKSON’S AND RINDY FROST'S
Honda Prelude won an engrossing
Trackday Trophy race.

Lee McCormack (Impreza) led early
on, before dropping to third when
Frost swept ahead into Riches and
Adam Rogers’ E36 made a daring pass
round the outside of Coram. Rogers
tried the same trick on Frost two laps
later, only to spear off into the tyres.

A three-way fight developed for the
lead as a resurgent McCormack closed
back onto Frost’s tail and a charging
George Wright (Porsche 944) reeled
in both of them. But once the dust
settled after the pitstops it was Frost’s
team-mate Dickson who emerged
with a decisive lead, as McCormack
edged out Wright for second.

The Team Trophy enduro proved

a race of two parts, with James
Cameron snatching the early initiative
by pushing his 911 to its limits
regardless of the damp conditions.
Despite dropping to third after
a flat-out spin at Murrays, Cameron
re-passed the SEATSs of William
Lynch and Darren Goes to lead as the
race approached the mandatory stops.
Fortunes changed in the second
half, as BTCC driver Dan Welch took
over from Lynch and secured a
comfortable win. Soloist Goes stole
second from Cameron’s team-mate
George Wright on the last lap.
® Oliver Timson

RESULTS

TRACKDAY TROPHY (17 LAPS) 1 John Dickson/
Rindy Frost (Honda Prelude); 2 Lee McCormack
(Subaru Impreza) +8.043s; 3 Simon Hogga/
George Wright (Porsche 94452); 4 Andrew
Stacey (Mini Coaper 5); 5 Wendy Mortimer/
Martin Mortimer (Mini Cooper 5); & Andy Wilkins
(Renault Clio Cup). CW Hogg/Wright; James
Barton/Robert Mogford (Honda Integra); Ben
Roberts (Mazda MX5): Adam Read (Citroen
Saxo). FL Dickson/Frost 2m32.268s (70.19mph).
TEAM TROPHY (25 LAPS) 1 Dan Welch/William
Lynch (SEAT Cupra); 2 Darren Goes (SEAT
Supercopa) +40.700s; 3 James Cameron/George
Wright (Porsche 911); 4 Clint Compaan/Mike
Marais (SEAT Leon Cupra R); 5 Andy Ball/Rich
Hughes (Porsche 968); 6 Ray Honeybone
(Renault Clio). CW Cameron/Wright; Rickie
Coomber/Tom Gannon (Honda Integral;

Adam McKeever/Matthew Weymouth (BMW 328i
Coupe); Jonathan Nicholls/Rupert Hinde

(Ford Fiesta). FL Welch 2m18.724s (77.04mph).
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ob Simpson must be
the most consistent
racing driver in British
motorsport. He has only
ever competed in one discipline, the
750 Formula, and this yvear he will
embark on his 45th consecutive
campaign. If nothing else, that
represents remarkable staying power.

Roughly a month away from his
first race of 2013, Simpson invites
AUTOSPORT inside his West
Drayton home. He mentions that
he’s just got back from work. At
the garage, working on the car?

“Oh, no. I'm a plumber!”

Wife Tina points out the cabinet
overflowing with trophies. There
are twice as many in Bob’s study

upstairs, close to his little black books

— notebooks with analysis of his
every race over the past 44 vears.

LIFELONG HOBBY

S0 how does Simpson feel entering
his 4sth vear of competition? “Old,”
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Bob Simpson has spent more than four decades racing in

_; . the 750 Formula and is about to embark on his 45th season

fyh ———r——

o

First trophy:
third at Lydden,
September 7 1969

he replies, “when I'm working. Racing
is fine. Probably working in the garage
is more of a problem.”

Lurking in said garage is his little
SS racer. It's been winning races since
1991, with hardly anv development
work done on it at all.

“They’re quite reliable cars and
there’s not a great deal of contact in

" of competition. ALEKSA

————

S —

Or maybe stubborn!”

the races,” he says. “You don’t very
often get major damage.”

Ower his 44 vears of racing,
Simpson has built and raced just
four cars, and he’s won 750 Formula
titles in three of them.

His passion runs in his genes.

His grandfather was a mechanic at
Brooklands and instilled the love of
cars in his son. It was Bob’s dad Bill, a
British Airways Concorde engineer,
with whom he started building and
racing on an alternating basis.

“We were doing loads of races, |
don’t know, 25 a year,” says Simpson.
“We shared the car for 10 years. But
then he decided that he would give

e il I | Ju—

NDRA JURCZAK pays a visit IS

up the driving and I've done it ever
since. He'd still come to every race
until he died in 1990, We'd won
the championship the vear before
then. That was nice.”

The 750 Formula is considered
one of the lowest-cost motorsport
disciplines in Britain, with budgets
topping out at £4000. Yet with
no prize money on the cards and
some wealthier competitors on the
grid, Simpson has noticed the
championship gradually changing.

“The regulations are still very
similar to when we started,” he
explains. “We've had various engine
changes and tyre changes but basic
regulations are the same. But people

now take it much more seriously than
they did. They have a lot more money

to spend than when we started.
“Everybody who was on that grid
worked on their own cars and their
own engines and everything
themselves. Now they get this and
that made. You wouldn’t think that
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people would go to those lengths
just for club racing.”

So why has he stuck to 750F so
passionately? “That’s a good question,
isn’t it?” he ponders. “Just for the sole
reason that I enjoy it. I enjov being in
the car, I enjov racing.

“It’s always close competition and
it’s something that anvbody can do
really. Even if you spend a modest
amount of money on it you can still
be quite successful. If you enjoy the
racing and the mechanical side of
the car it’s ideal really.

“I've never done any other
motorsports, I don’t know if there’s
anything better or worse out there.
I'm afraid I’m just very consistent in
what I do, whether it's motor racing
or other things... Although maybe
stubborn is a better word.”

UNBEATABLE FUN

Even if he’s never grown tired of 750F,
there have been some difficult times.
“The first 10 years we struggled

k.
U‘

mainly with learning the engine build
and keeping it reliable,” he reflects.
“Not the Fiat engines we’re using
now, but the old Reliant engine. They
were very fragile and it took a lot of
maintenance to keep them reliable.
We were getting ready to pack up
during those first 10 vears, but

then we had a lucky win and it
changed everything.

“The worst time of all was probably

three or four vears ago and that’s
because of a disagreement with

one competitor. The rest of it has
been fine. Weve always had ups

and downs with various people,

This won two titles:

1980 and '89

&

Simpson’s first self-
built 55, which he
raceq from 1970-76
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but you tend to get over it. People
come and go in the formula... they
don’t stay as long as me.”

Shifting through some photo
albumns, he proudly points out
the number 1 on his cars.

“The 1980s were the best times for
us racing-wise because we had big
grids, doing two heats and a final,” he
says. “We were ultra-competitive,
There weren't many races where we
weren’t finishing in the first three.
We haven’t finished out of the top six
for 35 years at least. It was always
either winning the championship
or coming second.”

On the question of whether he has
thoughts of retiring, the 66-year-old
looks unsure, although Mrs S hopes
this season will be his last.
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Established as an Austin 7 fan club in
1939 (750 refers to Austin's 750cc
engine), the 750 Motor Club quickly
turned to racing. The 750 Formula
was its first-bom championship.

The 2013 senes starts on April 1
at Mallory Park, and will consist of
14 events on eight British circuits.

750 Formula is for sports-prototypes
of free design (within specified limits),
weighing a minimum of 375kg. The
category originally used Austin engines,
which were replaced by Reliants and
then with Fiat's 1108cc FIRE, which
produces 95-100bhp. The package
gives average lap speeds of 85-95mph.

The formula uses the same
Yokohama slick tyres as those
raced in Sports 2000.

SIMPSON STATS

. All cars named
i 55 after his
i family name

CHAMPIONSHIP |
TITLES
1978, 1980

1989, 2003

STARTS

Within 45
yvears only
missed about

five starts

“I wanted him to pack up about
three seasons ago, but we had a
real good talk and he said he
wouldn’t give in to certain things,”
she reveals. “But ['ve got to say I've
had enough. All our married life
has been about motor racing! I've
never known anything else.
“Obviously we didn’t have children
when we first started and then the
children came and we did have good
fun. We met a lot of lovely friends
and I think those days were better.
But I don’t enjoy racing anymore
I"'m sad to say, and I really hope
that this is his last season.”
“I did say that I wouldn’t race
if I wasn’t competitive,” says Bob.
“If I couldn’t finish in the top
three then I wouldn’t see a point
in carrying on. But saying that, we
didn’t have a very good year last vear
— we only finished fourth in he
championship — and I'm still going
to do it this vear. I'm just going to see
what the season brings.” #
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THIS WEEK

LETTERS - BEST PICS - LATEST GEAR - ON TRACK & SCREEN - ONLINE

What you think of the motorsport news of the past week

N [N TEL S
Would F1 benefit
from jiin ning out
the nu:;nhars_ig its ¥
crowded pit boxes? [

tq‘ y

-

Put safty first in the pitlane

As there is a new ruling/definition on
the use or role of personnel in the pits,
why not increase safety, particularly after
hearing Anthony Davidson and Johnny
Herbert state that they would be terrified
to be the front jack man during a pitstop
(as in fact most of us would be).

I cannot believe that any driver is
comfortable driving into a human

garage at speed.

I would like the NASCAR approach

| know the season’s only one

race old, but | can't help but be amused

by the different fortunes of the

Mercedes and MclLaren teams in

Australia. Maybe Lewis Hamilton

made the right decision afterall. ..
Enjoyable race, too. More of

the same, please.

Frances Stewart

London SE12

For a while there was some
good racing between the Ferraris

and Sebastian Vettel in the Australian
Grand Prix, resolved in Fernando
Alonso's favour — and Kimi Raikkonen

to be considered — limit the number
of personnel working on the car (maybe
not to just six, but definitely fewer than
the 16 or so that seems normal) and
only allow them ‘over the wall” after
the car has stopped.

This last point would also add to the
driver skill in that he/she would have to
gauge the precise stopping point, rather

than have a gloved hand to show the spot.

wan by conserving his tyres and not
actually passing any of the three
other contenders for the lead!
With this year's tyres we were
promised more strategy options
and that's whatwe got, plus an
enormous quantity of rubber
‘marbles’ from early on. It might
make foran unpredictable result,
butit's not racing.
John Napper
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Regarding Lewis Hamilton
turning away from McLaren, surely
the team’s biggestloss was Mika

Ian Dunbobbin, Billericay

Hakkinen: such a talent, burned out.
'm sure there’s alesson there for the
handling of LH. Of course, we'll never
know what really happened...

Butto invest sao many millions,
then see Lewis walk, mired in evident
frustration, is a loss forthe team,
the driver and the sport.

Michael F Beausang
Coventry

Apologies to anyone who failed

to receive their diary stickers in last
week's magazine. Drop us a line to
mail@autosport.com and well
postthem to you—ed
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Desirable new releases

From £25.49 — autosport.com/shop

In pictures

Our lensmen pounding the beat, from Melbourne to Florida via Tennessee

HANGING ITALLOUT  [RESES ' : R TR

Felipe Massa wasn't | G- ¢ N W e AT TR ety

about to let Mark g T o | = RN R .-_
Webber get in his way . . y u,

in Melbourne’s wet Q1 ] - o W‘Eﬂ-*k;;.

session at the exit of
the final corner, and

would outqualify team- McLaren fans can drown —
mate Fernando Alonso their sorrows following f T
the following morning 2 g;:[;’ r‘ﬂ:?;tr;i ;Ze

Woking boys inthe fﬂ
knowledgethat ‘/
thefullrangeof ~
official 2013
merchandise is now
available. Choose from
caps (top, £25.49), to
T-shirts (right, £33.99)
and softshell jackets
(£101.99).Checkthe
website for the complete
range of branded clobber.

MOSSFERRARI2505WB 1:18

£119.99 - autosport.com/shop
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TK SPINS IT AWAY
» Former champion Mattel's exquisite 1:18replica of the
Tony Kanaan warmed Rob Walker Racing Ferrari 260 GT SWB
up for this weekend's used by Stirling Moss to win the 1961
— = IndyCar Series Tourist Trophy at Goodwood features
— — — ——— openeratStPetewith § openingdoors,bonnetand boot, as well
—— ahugespinintesting ¥ asworkingsteering. Even the roundel
at Barber last week on the frontand on each door is the

Wy correct shade of light blue, A limited-
edition version of this legendary Italian
GT car, exclusively signed by Sir Stirling
Moss, is available at £ 164.99,

(o2

PLATO’'S KXQUESTIONTIME

LFreeto BTCCticket holdersin 2013

Atevery BTCC round this season, two-
time champion Jason Plato will be on
hand in the KX Question Time sessions,
inassociation with AUTOSPORT and
Motorsport News. The firstone is at
Brands Hatch on March 30in The
Kentagon from 6.30pm. Come along
and ask a question — the bestwin prizes.

THESUNGOES & . UNLUCKY GUYS
DOWN ON AUDI : 4 ) Jeff Gordon’s

AT SEBRING Chevy SS blew a
Saturday's race tyre in Sunday’s
marked Audi’s last NASCAR Sprint -.
Sebring 12 Hours Cup race at Bristol,
for the foreseeable g taking out the
future, so it went . Toyota Camry of
out in style with a fellow frontrunner
fabulous one-two Matt Kenseth
result forthe R18 in the process

JAAHRCHRZT 2010 AUTSPORT.COM- O R
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What’s on

Your guide to the best events taking place in the UK and around the world - plus TV and online

On track in the UK

OULTON PARK Worid Sporiscar I B e % gf:éHGTﬂH

Masters in leafy '
Cheshire: bliss! 750MC

Tel: 01332810048

The 750 Motor Club

Is now housed at
Donington Park and
kicks offits 2013 season
with a single-day'home’
race meetingonthe
Grand Prixloop on
Saturday. BMW
Compact Cup, Formula
Vee, Toyota MR2s,RGB

The Masters Historic Racing
Club has joined forces with the
racing armofcircuit operator
MSV to host an eclectic single-
day meetingin Cheshire this
Saturday. World Sportscar
Masters, 70s Celebration,and
the Pre-66 GT and Pre-66
Touring Trophy provide the
historic element of the action.

Therearealsotworaces each for and Sports Specials will
the VAG Trophy and Mk2 Golf allracetwice. SR & GT
GTIChampionship,and aspecial plus the club’s revived
Ronnie Peterson Trophyrace Roadsports series

for Formula Fords. Racing
starts just before noon.

also feature onthe
12-race programme.

STEVE JONES

Streets of St Pete
host 2013 IndyCar
opener on Sunday

INDYCAR SERIES

Rd1/16

St Petersburg, Florida,
USA,March 24
indycar.com

INDY LIGHTS

EL“ ._'_1‘?“'- S . = II
WORLD

CHAMPIONSHIP CHAMPIGNSHIP SPRIHT CUP CHAMPIGHSHIP
Rd1/12

Monza, Italy Matcllza_-zé

March 24 autogp.org Matchzﬂ:zﬂ March 24 Man:nz&za
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On television |

THURSDAY MARCH 21 2300-2330 Eurosport

ERC: Rally Canaries Review

F1: Drivers' Press Conference
1500-1530 ESPN

SUNDAY MARCH 24

NASCAR Now 0030-0100 Eurosport
- - WTCC: Monza Qualifving

F1i: Drivers’ Press Conference 0410-0515 Sky Sports F1 LIVE
GP2: Malaysia Sprint Race

0630-1100 Sky Sparts F1 LIVE

0145-0350 Sky Sports F1 LIVE F1: Malaysian GP

F1 Malaysian GP: Free Practice 1 0830-0900 Eurosport 2 LIVE

0545-0750 Sky Sports F1 LIVE WTCC: Monza Warm-Up

F1 Malaysian GP: Free Practice 2 0910-1015 Motors TV LIVE

0730-0800 Eurosport FIA European F3: Monza Race 2

WTCC: 2013 Season Preview 1330-1500, 2030-2200 Sky Sports F1

0750-0835 Sky Sports F1 LIVE F1 Malaysian GP: Highlights

GP2: Malaysia Qualifying 1345-1445 Eurosport 2 LIVE

0900-0940 Sky Sports F1 LIVE WTCC: Monza Race 1

F1 Malaysian GP: Team 1430-1630 BBC1

Principals’ Press Conference F1 Malaysian GP: Highlights

2300-2330 Eurosport 1455-1600 Motors TV LIVE

ERC: Rally Canaries Day 1 Highlights FIA European F3: Monza Race 3
1600-1700 Eurosport LIVE

WTCC: Monza Race 2

0310-0435 Sky Sporis F1 LIVE 1615-1900 ESPN LIVE

GP2: Malaysia Feature Race IndyCar: St Petersburg

0355-0420 Channel 5 1855-2030 Motors TV

Motorsport Mundial FIA European F3: Monza Highlights

0445-0610 Sky Sports F1 LIVE 1900-2230 Premier Sports LIVE

F1 Malaysian GP: Free Practice 3 NASCAR Sprint Cup: Fontana

0700-0945 Sky Sports F1 LIVE 2245-2315 Eurosport

F1 Malaysian GP: Qualifying ERC: Rally Canaries Review

0850-0955 Motors TV LIVE 2:315-0015 Eurosport

WTCC: Monza Review

MONDAY MARCH 25

FIA European F3: Monza Race 1
1300-1415 BBC1
Malaysian GP: Qualifying Highlights

Malaysian GP: Qualifying Replay NASCAR Sprint Cup: Fontana
3 2030-2100 BRC4
NASCAR Nationwide: Fontana Motor Racing at the BBC

#9d THEBEEBMIGHTHAVEBEENTOO
A skinttofork outforlive coverageofall 19
#Y  Formula 1 races sothatitcould provide the
nation with the spinny-chair karaoke showwe
desperately needed, but its clearly found a
couple of guid down the backs of oursofas.
They've spentthis on aflashy newtitle
seguence thatlocks asif Michael Bayhas
been letloose on the Sky version. Wheels spin,
gears grind, cars goflying into the air and
things catch fire. Optimus Prime emerges
fromaMcLarentruck and smashes upthe
Red Bullenergy station. This may not have
actually happened, but only because the
full hospiunits aren'ton site yet.

Suzi: The first Perry 7,
in the F1 paddock
since McCarthy

§ Online |

HOT ON THE WEB THIS WEEK
YOUTUBE: DRIVERS' RACE PREPARATION

P B !
" |

saYTT Ra L TW Y

SEARCH FOR: The Start (5:42)

Beautifully edited to haunting music by Finn Antti Kalhola, this compilation film watches
F1 drivers from different eras preparing for the start of a grand prix - from suiting up in
a hotel room to chatting on the grid to an engineer. If it doesn’t stir you, nothing will...

AUTOSPORT +

Exclusive content coming up

our premium website this week

Mark Hughes’s fo

guide: Malaysian GP

Our F1 expert will be watching trackside,

analysing the laptimes and asking the ¢

questions that matter to drivers, team bosses

and engineers to devise his Friday form
ahead of the second round of the world
championship at Sepang. Don't miss it

Revved up over what’s on the box

Of course there's more new stuffthan just
high-octane opening credits —theres new
presenter 5uzi Perry.“I'm abit nervous about
this season," she saysinthefast-cut set-piece
intro."Dontworny, you'llbe betterthan the
other guy;" quips co-host DC.

Butthere's something missing. .. “Nomore
flowery shirts — dontworry he'll be back,"is the
only explanation of EJ's no-show.

There's 16minutes of pre-race show, which
is ample to cover off all the main stories inthe
superficial, casuakviewer friendly way that the
BBC aspires to. There's no chat with Lewis
Hamilton though, which felt lacking.

With minimal ado the race starts. Gary

I @ IN THE iPAD .
ISSUE THIS WEEK... "“ """E-mm
@ WATCH THE weae | USPUl “
THRILLING END ‘4
rm T0 THE NASCAR % M’ W‘ NS
SPRINT CUP (TS 1) 1 o
RACE AT BRISTOL CA S G000t
MOTOR SPEEDWAY —
@ ON SALE ALL OVER -
: THE WORLD FOR =
rucial ONLY £2.99 Dol

Quide

from autosportcom

Anderson adds an analytical element that's
almostout of keeping with the restofthe
coverage, buthes spot-onwhen he predicts
thatthe medium tyre isthe one fo starton
andthat itlllast22 laps comparedtoeight
forthe super-soft(medium-shod leader Sutil
pits atthe end of lap 22, Vettel changes his
super-softonlapeight...).

Fermy comes slightly undonein the post-
race segment, stuttering herway through
aninterview with Eric Boullier. Butthe
increasingly assured DC rescues the situation.
Itstoo early tojudge how the chemistry will
develop, butGod help herwhen EJ is back!
Revved Up

MARCH 21 2013 AUTOSPORT.COM 97




RAGE OF MY LIFE

Kenneth Hansen

PICTURE THE SCENE: A
massive crowd of 48,000 fans — a
record for the European Rallyvcross
Championship — all screaming,
chanting, booing, cheering.

About 8000 of them were from
Citroen, all in red and there to
support me, as I was the main
Citroen driver. It was a bit like the
Tifosi at Monza. Just crazy.

But it was at Loheac in north-west
France, just 22km from the Citroen
factory in Rennes.

There was a problem though. I
wasn’t performing, and I had an idea
why that was. Despite having been
with Citroen for a number of vears
and winning a lot of championships
in Europe, I'd always managed to
avoid the need to run Michelin tyres
and stayed loyal to the Cooper-Avons
on which I'd scored a lot of wins.

But for 2001 I was finally forced
to switch to Michelins, as they and
Citroen had such a strong link in
all aspects of motorsport and did a
lot of research and development
work together,

The season started well with
testing and then with a rallycross
event in Sweden that I won, so I had
no reason to think that anything
was wrong, but in my first heat at
Loheac I finished sixth. I had never
finished sixth in a heat, you
understand. Never. Not unless
there had been a big problem.

The car just wasn’t doing what

I wanted it to, and after a lot of
thinking and analysis, I decided it
was the rubber, and to my surprise,
I managed to get the agreement of
Michelin and the race director to
let me change the tyres back to the
Cooper-Avons. The one thing they
asked of me was that I didn’t have
the Avon logo on the tyres, so the
tyres were just blank instead.

KENNETH HANSEN IS THE
most successful driver in rallycross
history with 14 European crowns waon
in Ford and Citroen machinery from
1988-2008 — many against great rival
Martin Schanche, He also won 10
national titles in his native Sweden from
1986-2002. His Hansen Motorsport
squad took Timur Timerzyanov to the
2012 ERC title and will again field the
Russian alongside Kenneth'’s former
single-seater racer son Timmy this year.

M European Rallycross M Loheac, France B May 20, 2001 M Citroen Xsara M Tyre gamble pays off

Sy —

s T Hans&nwih

._i_.ziq came guﬁd for Citroen |
S —r ——
in its backyard |

er— #:'.-':.-'-r ol

o — |

Then, of course, the nerves hit me.
Sitting on the start line for the
second heat, I thought: *Shit, what
if it isn’t the tyres? What if it’s me’?
I'd only been there once before and
I hadn’t won. I could have talked
myself out of making a good start
very easily, and just at a time when
[ needed to do the opposite.

[ got a second place in that heat
and then won the third, so I was
pretty satisfied that I'd been right.
Then I won the final too, so I took
the overall event win as well.

Getting that win made me the
King in Rennes the next day. On
Sunday morning 1 definitely couldn’t
see that happening. I even considered
spending the whole day in Michel
Hommel’s wonderful museum across
the road from the circuit instead!

That win set up a fantastic year,
because with Citroen we finished
third in the Swedish championship,
second in the French and won the
European title. Pretty perfect!#
Kenneth Hansen was talking to
Jamie O’Leary

MALAYSIAN GRAND PRIX REPORT

NEXT WEEK

98 AUTOSPORT.COM MARCH 21 2013
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4 [PINTS
Of BEEIIZ2 THE
NIGHT BEFOIRE

If you drank 4 pints between 9pm and midnight, you could still be over the
imit until 11am the following day®. That's why almost 1 in 5 drink drive
accldents happen the "morning after™*.

AlcoSense quickly and accurately shows your blood alcohol level, so you
kKnow when you're clear.

AlcoSense Lite
Only £39.99
Reliable

Intermediate level sensor for

good accuracy, blow tubes for

AlcoSense One

Only £24.99

Entry level breathlayser.

Provides a reading up to 1.5 times
the UK drink drive limit.

Accurate to +/-0.02%BAC at the
drink drive limit.

Recommended waiting time
between tests: 1 hour

AlcoSense Elite
Only £59.99

Accurate

Premium semi-conductor sensor for
high accuracy, blow tubes improve
sample quality.

Consistent

Blow Pressure Sensor and self
cleaning increases accuracy and

improved sample quality.

Clear

Results in seconds. Alerts you
when close to or over the drink
1 drive limit.

consistency.

Clear & Future Proof

Results in seconds. Alerts you
when close to or over the limit.
Recalibratable for many years of

WHATCAR? WHATGAR"

BEST BREATHALYSER UNDER £40 BEST BREATHALYSER UNDER £100

p<ense

REATHALYSER

Order at www.alcosense.co.uk or call 0800 195 0088

** 17.1% of drink drive acddents are between hours of 5am and 1pm (Source: Dept. for Transport, Road Accdidents and Safety Annual Report 2010)
* 4 Pints of Abbot Reserve contain 14.8 units of alcohol (Source: Greene King) and each unit takes 1 hour to leave the body (Source: NHS). Therefore 14.8 hours after 9pm the alcohol will have passed from the body.
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z
? R oy
L

o o

¥ % % Je K ' e Ty .

ENJOYNEERING
VISIT SEAT.CO.UK/NEWLEON FOR MORE INFORMATION. ouowusow: ] 2 SEAT.CO.UK

Mode| show 1 SEAT L Ak 2.0 150PS In Nev i with aplion I pack, 1 oy wheels, | L and rear parking sen: I SUNroGl




#HAUTOSPORT

------

" FIA EUROPEAN
RALLYCROSS

GHAMPIONSHIP//
SEASON GUIDE 2013




3HOVY
SATOH3ISNOH NOITII 8%
T RIOM S140dS SNOLLOV

NOITIN SL 3AD
JO1OW NODENOCD

HOAS X0 000°#0L |

%mwm.u%houomwmﬂm 000000 }

vivaLsnY JAIMATIOM AQ3HOYIY
ﬂ_ XD
S QTHOM SNV¥L

ALdSD | .

000000 / 000'00E'E

00005} VINVYWOH AL vods wWnin139

(leudys) vods3H03 HYINNVAW

000008 |
(onsy) wods3na3g VISAYVIVIN e

000009
AL uods TVONLHOd

nﬂﬂ_ﬁﬂwmwﬁz Lk ~ _m 000005
ﬁﬁﬂﬁ m& wﬂmw%w E%gmﬁawm b= = oljeq Hods 1esein VINOLS3
ANYIVHL h:

05 | 000'0S
= Aaueuy ﬁ PUUBYD spodg AL SNHAAD
(AL mON) HOdSIDTT SDNOM DNOH SR

e 000052 9 ; :

. ! e
ﬁtam VINOGIOVW ALWods  3O33HS

000'000'S2 | e :
(ALdd) Hods3Ha3 INIHD

% gnpjuods 0000220

= - OHDINILNOW B VIGH3IS

1 000'9E.L ¥
eiey podg ATVLI

. L GRS PR S, N
(080 MiS) wodsgzBa3 DONOW _ . s
- - : _ O TP I S A T e P v o,
- fouuEy) SAjoWOINY 3Sitd INIVEDIN o L : 000°000°
_.”..n_..__. e e it Y - P Tohs = ...,. E R R . M”
..._;._ . .f..__u.u +1 vodg ANVINHID

.n-... fr..r
H.__,_” A 000005 ¢t
D vodsoing ysjug  3WI3 % N
| .,.ﬁ...v.dpm“-.ﬁr o 0¢ -
 WOOSY1O ONENndadHO3Z
s —_ 000'000't
- \ UH  AHVONNH
e 000'00% _
SUGAIN viSSna N vodg e~ ONVIN )
000008 000'009
HOOS 1BSBIA  AVMHON WodS 1BSEIA  MHVINNIQ
000'005

vodg jesein N3Q3ams

SARNOLIINIL TVEO1O 02l
SATOHISNOH NOITIIN SO d3ISV3 109D 1SNl XASSOUIATIVYH OL SS3IIV




2013 RALLYCROSSRX SEASON GUIDE

Is rallycross the best-kept secret in motorsport? The cars are
spectacular — | had a ride in Anton Marklund's Volkswagen Polo R at
Lydden Hill a few weeks back, and the torque and stopping power
were mind-blowing — the format of short, fast races seems made for
TV and the paddock offers the sort of access much lamented in F1.
The decision of former WRC star Petter Solberg to enter the full
European series will surely raise its profile, but the deal for IMG to
become its promoter could be the shot in the arm that was needed.
Bringing together the successful but disparate events into
a formal, coherent championship and investing in producing
top-notch TV coverage should bring 2 /)
much-deserved exposure. |

n .
ol ke awhile for E o Bk b1 | {/\ﬂﬁ
t will take a while for it to brea \/\ \{M- M‘/ w

into the mainstream, but the seeds
ANDREW VAN DE BURGT EDITOR

have been planted that will surely
allow rallycross to grow. andrew.vandeburgt@haymarket.com

\ 4

The ed gets a taste of :

RX power, courtesy of
rising Swedish rallycross
star Anton Marklund

CONTENTS

THE NEW VISION P4

Promoter IMG plans to return the sport to its
heyday when it rubbed shoulders with horse
racing and football on Saturday afternoon TV.

RALLYCROSSRX v WRC PG

Fourteen-times rallycross champion Kenneth
Hansen runs us through the differences between
RX and World Rally Championship machinery.

DRIVER BY DRIVER P8

A core of 15 top drivers will join battle with
local stars at all nine rounds, with each one
of them gunning to be the 2013 champion.

EVOLUTION OF RALLYCROSS P10

Four decades of spectacular action.

CALENDAR & ESSENTIALINFO P12

Editor Andrew van de Burgt Written by Jamie
O'Leary Art editor Aubrey Smith Senior designer
Michael Cavalli Designer Graham Greig Sub-editor
John Leach Picture editor Feter Mills Photography

Jakab Ebrey, Tim Whittington, LAT Archive

WWW.RALLYCROSSRX.COM 3




Rallycross's close-fought
contests make for

N 2
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With media giant IMG confirmed as its promoter, ANDREW VAN DE BURGT asks can the rebranded

or motorsport fans of a certain age,
the mention of rallycross conjures
up memories of a Saturday afternoon,
where on World of Sport or
Grandstand this strange hybrid of
rallying and traditional circuit racing
rubbed shoulders with horse racing,
wrestling and the football scores.
Thanks to the plethora of Group B
cars that flooded onto the market
after they were deemed too fast for
the stages, rallycross was blessed
with a series of spectacular-looking, fire-breathing
monsters that made stars of the likes of Martin
Schanche, Will Gollop and Matti Alamaki.

Yet, despite its appeal, the European series
remained a loose gathering of individual events
that all ran to the same rules, much as they had
since its formation in 1973. But as the television
landscape changed following the rise of cable and

4 WWW.RALLYCROSSRX.COM

satellite, rallycross slipped from the schedule and
the average viewer's consciousness, even if many
of the events continued to thrive.

AUTOSPORT's rallycross correspondent, Tim
Whittington was a frustrated onlooker. The cars
were still spectacular, the action still thnlling and
the quick-fire nature of the races ideal for TV. So
he started to petition rallycross’s governing body,
the FIA, to remedy the situation. While people

Group B rall e
cars joined in the

fun in the 1980s

there were sympathetic to his calls, they pointed
out his lack of experience as a promoter.

At around the same time, media giant IMG was
looking at taking over the rights to promote the
World Rally Championship. Having done its
homework, IMG concluded that the format of
rallycross had more latent potential as global TV
product, and struck a deal to enter into partnership
with the FIA to become the sole promoter of the
European Rallycross Championship from 2013,
and it has big plans to raise the profile and stature
of the series it has rebranded ‘RallycrossRX.

“All the constituent parts are there, but | don't
think it's been put together in the nght way,” says
Martin Anayi, new managing director of the seres.

“We have very clear plans and strategies about
how to get all those constituent parts and put
them together,” he continues. “We are making
more formal what was a loose collaboration of
events. First and foremost is making sure the




RX FORMAT HOW
THE RAGES ARE RUN

TIMED HEATS

Five cars per heat. All start in a single row.
Top 16 score points (16,15,14, etc).
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SEMI-FINALS

Top 12 drivers

from heats. Six cars

per semi-final. Start

in two rows of three.

. Topthree progress.
" Points (6, 5, 4, etc).

THE FINAL
Top three drivers from each semi. Six cars
start in two rows of three. Points (8, 5, 4, etc).
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RallycrossRX championship revisit the heights of popularity it reached during its golden age?

events are standardised — with the big exception ' a summary of the early weekend action, followed —
that we will allow each to have its own personality.” by the live semi-finals and final. *:_
IMG’s first step towards this homogenisation _ “Raﬁ_ycrass can be the perfect TV product,” says B
was to create 15 ‘permanent’ entry slots for the ' Anayi. “But until we deliver that, we're on trial for a o
series, so there will be a core of familiar faces in . year. What we need to do is make sure everybody
the dnver line-up for all nine rounds, rather than \ involved realises that when we go live in Finland,
each event largely consisting of local stars. ' ; they have an obligation and a duty to the sport.”
One of those 15 permanent entrants is 2003 - Weighing heavily in IMG's favour is that the
WRC champion Petter Solberg. Getting the e _ : whole sport has bought into its vision. Kenneth
Norwegian to commit to the full series is a massive 199 Hansen, a multiple European Rallycross Champion
coup, guaranteeing crossover interest into the : and now one of the leading team owners, says, e
rallying world. However, Anayi and IMG know . _ “We have the [right] sport to be a big success, but S
it's on TV where the big gains will be made, and ( . we've never had the package; someone to put it =
this is uéh{_e;e mDEt[ lmf the effort — and budget — i1s A" the GU nsntuents are together. ]\J:i’e‘ve been wishing for this [a QGT -
focused. There will be cameras at every corner of promoter] for a long time. Now it's happened. -
each event and the production of high-quality there t[] make ra"ycrﬂss It won't turn the sport around overnight, but it'll ~
highlights and news clips will be distnbuted h rf TV d ) make a big difference — and in a good way.” ; o
globally, massively increasing the sport's reach. t E pE ECt []I'O UCt You can see how the new era of rallycross X
Five of the events, starting in Finland in June, Martin Anavi looks and feels at Lydden Hill, Kent, over the
will be broadcast live. Programmes will consist of y Easter weekend of March 31 to April 1. .~
" X . i - . ! . . = ~, : i - ;_ L "‘il- .-f-‘
e e do A | WWW.FALLYCROSSRR.COM.5 ©
2 . = i - . s .':-.r‘l = ;!. of -
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m S—
standard

Citroen Racing shells we prepare
with MTechnologies are pretty
different from when | was
competing. Then we could use
matenals such as titanium and
tube chassis to strengthen the
shell. The current regulations took
that away and make today's cars
less rigid than the old ones. However, we have more experience now, so
we can use other methods to increase stiffness.

WRC: The production bodyshell is reinforced with a rollcage
made by Citroen Racing.

HAI] IAT[' Rs We mount our radiators at the rear for two reasons:
it gives the car a better weight distribution, and it

reduces the risk of dirt coming into the car, clogging up the radiator and

causing the engine to overheat. You're also less likely to get the radiator
damaged by positioning it there.

WRC: The radiator is mounted at the front of the car.

m We now have MacPherson struts fitted all round,

with fully adjustable damping on each comer.
We used to use a double-wishbone system when we were competing
with the Citroen C4, but | was convinced that struts would give better
turn-in and give us the possibility
of improved damping. There's
a degree of freedom in terms
of what system you run.

WRC: The DS3 is fitted
with MacPherson struts
all round, with Citroen
Racing-built four-way
adjustable dampers.

6 BUWRSIHOEINCEOS SHARIIMT 2013

WEIEHT We have a minimum weight of 1300kg, including the

driver. That's about 250kg more than in the mid-1990s
when | was having a lot of my success behind the wheel. Like everyone,
we build the car underweight and then ballast it up to
1300kg, which allows us to play around a little bit —
but not much — with where the extra kilos go.

WRC: The minimum weight of a WRC car is
1350kg, including the driver and co-driver.
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transverse-mounted Sadev 'box,
but without a central diff linking
to the four-wheel drive. It's less
advanced and heavier than the
WRC unit. We have a flat-shift,
sequential system. It used to be
linked to the ECU to run a kind
of traction control [now banned].
There's a carbonfibre clutch from Sachs, CDX joints and
Uddeholm HPS [high-performance steel] material.

WRC: A six-speed sequential Sadev longitudinal
unit is connected to front and rear diffs. Car is
four-wheel drive.

BRAKES RIS

a rallycross car
are a little bigger than the ones
that the WRC cars use on gravel
events, because the forces
involved are a bit stronger on the
asphalt sections of our circuits.
Ours measure 310mm, and work
in synchrony with Alcon calipers.

WRC: In gravel trim, the DS3 has 300mm discs
all round (355mm front discs for asphalt). Four-
piston calipers are water cooled on asphalt

7.4

m We have to use
a standard block

from the maker of the car we run,
so we could have any Citroen or
Peugeot block that falls within the
regulations. Ours is an ORECA-
prepared 2050cc turbocharged
unit producing around 550bhp
and 800nm/s of torque. We

have more freedom to alter the
mounting position than the WRC teams, but we still have to make the
driveshafts connect to the transverse gearbox. The 0-60mph time is

about 2.4 seconds, with a top speed of 125mph at 8000rpm. But with the
45mm air restrictor we run, there's quite a lot of lag from 7000-8000rpm.

.ﬂ-.-&.'.-'h -

WRC: Engine is a 1598cc turbocharged direct-injection unit.
A 34mm air restrictor produces 300bhp and torque of around
600nm/s. The 0-60mph time is 3.0 seconds; top speed 133mph.

WHEELS/TYRES et et

maximum of 600mm in diameter and 250mm in width. There are strict
regulations about the kind of tread pattern you can run — you couldn’t turn

up with a slick, for example. You can use whichever rubber supplier you e
like, but we've run Cooper Tires for a long time, and about 90 per cent of N
the field do, too. Typically, there's a choice between two compounds, but

you have to run the same four tyres all round at any one time. The wheels et

measure anything from 15-18 inches, depending on
differing requirements at each circuit.

WRC: The DS3 runs 18-inch wheels (in asphalt
specification) and Michelin rally tyres, with
event-dependent specs and sizes.

The Swedish star has dominated the
European circuits since the late 1980s

enneth Hansen is the most successful driver
in the history of European rallycross, winning
the title a staggering 14 times between
1989 and 2008. Since the Swedish
racer turned
team boss, Hansen
Motorsport has been
a consistent European
championship-winning
team for more than a
decade, winning last
year's title with Timur
Timerzyanov. This year
Timerzyanov will run
alongside Alexander Hvaal
and Kenneth’s son Timmy. The team will also
field Erik Faren in a Citroen C2 in the Super
1600 category and Kevin Hansen — Timmy's
younger brother — in the JRX junior division.

i
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| '| “Timur Timerzyanov

Age: 26 Nationality: Russian Age: 46 Nationality: Belgian Age: 50 Nationality: Swedish

Team: Hansen Motorsport Team: RSB Racing Team: Helmia Motorsport

Car: Citroen DS3 Car: Peugeot 207 Car: Renault Clio

Russia’s first ERC champion remains in a The 2001 ERC production division champ, the Walfridson has twice won Group N on his home
Hansen Motorsport Citroen to defend his title Belgian returns with his own team, with technical WRC event and taken five domestic rally titles in
this year. He only made his rallycross debut in support from Pailler Competition, run by the class. He's been an RX regular since 2010,
2007, and won the S1600 ERC series in 2010. 11-times French champion Jean-Luc Failler. His brother, Per-Inge, won the ERC title in 1980.

BURIVER

For the 2013 European season, 15 centrally contracted drivers will do battle to

decide the destiny of the flagship Supercar title, with a host of young hotshoes and
experienced hands desperate to knock champion Timur Timerzyanov off his perch

Age: 21 Nationality: Norwegian Age: 20 Nationality: Norwegian Age: 56 Nationality: British

Team: Mats Lysen Motorsport/ Team: Hansen Motorsport Team: Albatec Racing

Helmia Motorsport Car: Citroen DS3 Car: Peugeot 208

Car: Renault Clio Hvaal made a major step up in competitiveness  Only started rallycrossing in 2007, but has

A dark horse for the title, Lysen became the ERC's last year with the Hansen squad. He had already been a winner in British RX and Global
youngest champion in 2009, winning the S1600 previously impressed with plucky displays in Rallycross. His new squad will receive technical
division. He has raced Supercars ever since. outdated machinery in S1600 and Supercars. back-up from MTechnologies.

8 WWW.RALLYCROSSRX.COM




ﬁ ' Davy Jeanney

Age: 26 Nationality: French

Team: JSA Competition

Car: Citroen C4

Jeanney as a virtual unknown when he stepped

up to ERC in 2011, despite having won the
French title the previous year. Now one of the

best in Europe, he was fourth in the 2012 series.

Age: 36 Nationality: Norwegian

Team: Hedstroms Motorsport

Car: Skoda Fabia

Returns after a two-year break from the sport to
establish the Kjor for Livet foundation that helps

socially-challenged teenagers. Won the touring
car division of the 2009 ERC.

: “ Petter Solberg

Age: 29 Nationality: Sweden
Team: Hedstroms Motorsport
Car: Skoda Fabia

The Swedish junior champion as long ago as
2001, Hedstrom returned to competition last
year and won his national title with his own team,
as well as finishing eighth in the ERC standings.

Age: 32 Nationality: Belgian
Team: JDK Racing
Car: Ford Focus

Began competing in 1999, and has combined
rallycrossing with circuit racing ever since.

A former ERC 51600 and touring car champ,
he's also raced in the Citroen 2CV 24 Hours.

Age: 25 Nationality: British
Team: LD Motorsports
Car: Citroen DS3

The son of four-time British RX champion Pat
Doran has won a British GP and a gold medal at
the X-Games in 2011. Last year's ERC runner-up,
his team expands to a two-car line-up for 2013.

i

Age: 38 Nationality: Norwegian
Team: Petter Solberg Engineering
Car: Citroen DS3

The best-known driver in the series, courtesy

of his 2003 WRC title, Solberg returns to his
rallycross roots in a DS3 run by his own team. If
anyone can attract the crowds, it's "Hollywood.

Age: 21 Nationality: Norwegian
Team: LD Motorsporis
Car: Citroen DS3

Bakkerud moves up to the pukka Supercar class
in 2013, having taken the S1600 division of the
ERC last year. He will have a great benchmark in
owner/team-mate Liam Doran.

Age: 20 Nationality: Swedish
Team: Hansen Motorsport
Car: Citroen DS3

His dad and team boss Kenneth is a rallycross
legend. Hansen finished fifth on his ERC debut
last year after a single-seater career that
included wins in Formula BMW and FRenault.

Age: 20 Nationality: Swedish
Team: Marklund Motorsport
Car: Volkswagen Polo

Has competed in his homeland since he was 15.
Stepped up to the ERC last year and won the
touring car division, never finishing lower than
second. He now graduates to Supercars.

WWW.RALLYCROSSRX.COM 3
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It’s four decades since the European Rallycross Championship’s
inaugural season. During that time, the cars, drivers and rules may

have changed, but the thrill of the raw power remains the same

L :I e i e ol Sy -
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1991 Martin Schanche, Ford RS200 1994 Kenneth Hansen, Citroen ZX 16V Turbo 4x4
The RS200 missed the boat in rallying, but enjoyed  New rules in '93 led to the replacement of Group
huge success in rallycross, with Schanche’s B cars with Group A-based machinery. ERC
700bhp monster being the ultimate version. record-breaker Hansen took his first outnght title.

1992 Will Gollop, MG Metro 6R4 BiTurbo 1999 Per Eklund, Saab 9-3 T16 4x4
Like the RS200, Austin Rover's 6R4 achieved little Works Saab legend Eklund finally claimed the title
in world rallying, but racked up rallycross wins in a 2.0-litre, four-wheel-drive, 500bhp 9-3. It was

thanks to its sub-2-second 0-60mph acceleration. dubbed ‘Saabaru’ due to its Impreza gearbox.

2005 Kenneth Hansen, Citroen Xsara T64x4 %
The Hansenf{}ftmen axis dominated rallycrossin  ~ A
the mid-2000s, just as Sebastien Loeb and Citroen
were doing in the WRC with a similar Xsara.

T o
nre Wt B

2007 Lars Larsson, Skoda Fabia T16 4x4

Larsson won back-to-back titles with the n;
Fabia in 2006/07. | .

2008 Kenneth Hansen, Citroen C4 T16 4x4

Hansen took the last of his amazing 14 rallycross
crowns in the Citroen C4,

2009 Su_arre Isachsen, Ford Focus ST T1§ axd
Nﬂlrmnfegranllsachsen bagged the first of a hat-trick
of titles in his Focus ST, Weighing in at 1 200kg, it
Pumped out around 560bhp. ]
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i quattro
1982 Franz Wurz, Audi qua
After a three-year break, \Wurz returned to the ERC

with an Audi quattro and ushered in the Group B era.

1984 Martin Schanche, Ford Escort XR3 T16 1:1:4
Employing more than 500bhp of ZakSpgec! ’turr;l 0
power Schanche blasted to the 1 984 title in his
fire-spitting Gartrac-built Ford.

1985 Matti Alamaki, Porsche 911 BITurhn34;4 ’
Alamaki's 750bhp, huge-winged Group 59 x:
one of the most spectacular ERC cars ever seen.

' i t205T16
7 seppo Niittymaki, Peugeo | _
g:up Bp:;yi ng was dead, but the cars lived onin

rallycross. Niittymaki's ex-wo
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rks 205 won the '87 title.

1973 John Taylor, Ford Escort RS 1600 BDA
With just 169bhp, Taylor won the first-ever ERC
event — and inaugural title — in his Ford Escort.

1974 Franz Wurz, Volkswagen 1302 S 2.4
Using a 2.4-litre engine from a VW 411 (and
Porsche 914 gearbox), former F1 driver Alex's
dad took his first title in an unlikely loo king Beetle.

1976 Franz Wurz, Lancia Stratos HF 2.4 12V/24Y

The first FIA-sanctioned ERC title fell to Wurz and
his 12-valve 2.4-litre Lancia,

1977 Herbert Grunsteidl, Renault-Alpine
A310 16W/A310 V6

ansteidi claimed the last single-class ERC title
In his mid-engined, dramatic Group 4 Alpine.

Watch the first RX 2013 round
LIVE at Lydden Hill on Sunday

March 31 & Monday April 1.

Ticket hotline: 0871 230 5589
Click on lyddenhill.co.uk for

more details and prices.
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2013 CALENDAR

ROUND 1 MARGH 31-APRIL 1
GREAT BRITAIN - LYDDEN HILL

ROUND 2 APRIL21-28

PORTUGAL - MONTALEGRE

ROUND 3 MAY 25-26
HUNGARY - NYIRAD

ROUND4 JUNE 89

FINLAND - KOUVOLA
ROUND S JUNE 15-16

NORWAY - HELL

ROUND 6 JULY 67
SWEDEN - HOLJES

ROUND 7 AUGUST 31-SEPTEMBER 1

FRANCE - LOHEAC

ROUNDS SEPTEMBER 14-13
AUSTRIA - GREINBACH

ROUND9 SEPTEMBER 21-22

GERMANY - ESTERING

082N

HND OUT MORE
WATCH THE RACES B

BRITISH EURDSPORT

GET THE LATEST GOSSIP

@RALLYCROSSRX

TALK'WITH OTHER RX FANS

FACEBOOK.COM/RALLYGROSSRA

FULL SERIES INFORMATION

WWW.RALLYCROSSRX.COM

AMAZING RAGE CLIPS EEES

RALLYCROSSRATV ON YOUTUBE.COM

LIVE RAGE STREAMING 'ssrees

WWW.USTREA.TV

ALL THE LATEST NEWS

WWW.AUTOSPORT.COM

#AUTOSPORT.com




