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This means that you can now run 102 octane fuels
which will protect your engine even better!
Protection – Consistency – Clean Burn
Meets 2018 MSA Fuel Regulations

We deliver to your door!

Call 01929 551557 and talk to our technical team about which fuel will suit your
requirements best. Over 20 different types of fuel in stock ranging from 98 RON
unleaded to 120 octane leaded, E85 methanol

Anglo American Oil Company

102Octane– It'sAllGoFor2018!
New for 2018 –MSA Pump Fuel Regulations are now 102 octane

Specific Gravity 0.736
RON 101
MON 90
Reid Vapour Pressure, psi 9
Distillation, ºC
Initial Boiling Point 38
E70, % volume 40
E100, % volume 65
E150, % volume 95
Final Boiling Point 180
Lead, g/l 0.10
Colour Light Blue
Oxygen,Wt. % 1.8

R 5SR

Specific Gravity 0.781
RON 102
MON 90
Reid Vapour Pressure, psi 7.11
Distillation, ºC
Initial Boiling Point 45
E70ºC, % volume a 16
E100ºC, % volume 56
E150ºC, % volume 100
Final Boiling Point 132
Unleaded
Colour Light Green
Oxygen,Wt. % 3.7

R TF

Specific Gravity 0.743
RON 102
MON 90
Reid Vapour Pressure, psi 9
Distillation, ºC
Initial boiling point 33
E70 ºC, % volume 31
E100 ºC, % volume 49
E150 ºC,% volume 100
Final Boiling Point 124
Unleaded
Colour Clear
Oxygen,Wt. % 3.7

Sunoco FR
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Daniel Ricciardo’s victory in last weekend’s Chinese Grand Prix
was brilliantly taken and involved the sort of racing – with three
teams involved – we’ve been waiting for. Yes, the safety car and
Red Bull’s smart strategy made it happen, but Ricciardo still had
to get the job done, and his move on Valtteri Bottas for the lead
was as close as it gets.
Max Verstappen also demonstrated how good Ricciardo’s drive

was. That the 20-year-old is a star in the making is no longer news,
but he needs to learn from his mistakes – and the way Ricciardo
picked his moments. Trying to overtake a top driver such as Lewis
Hamilton around the outside of a high-speed corner is always likely
to end in failure. And, in this particular instance, it wasn’t necessary
for Max either because the Mercedes was clearly vulnerable anyway.
What should be commended is Verstappen’s apology to Sebastian

Vettel after he hit the Ferrari driver. Verstappen has previously
argued his case even when clearly in the wrong, so let’s hope
this move is continued. You can only address your mistakes
if you admit to making them in the first place.
Someone whose title challenge is being undone apparently

through no fault of his own is Felix Rosenqvist. A lost talent in
Formula 1 terms, the Swede has quickly become a Formula E star
and was leading again in Rome last weekend when drama intervened
(see page 32). Briton Sam Bird had chased doggedly and was the
main beneficiary, which means he is now best placed to stop
ex-F1 racer Jean-Eric Vergne taking the crown.
That’s the sort of fight Verstappen could get himself into in F1,

if he can cut out the errors. And Ricciardo doesn’t get there first.

DAN T E A C H E S M A X
S O M E VA L U A B L E
R A C I N G L E S S O N S

kevin.turner@autosport.com
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The concern over modern Formula 1
pitstops reached peak intensity last week
as calls to reduce the complexity and
speed of one of grand prix racing’s
most intricate processes grew.
McLaren’s unsafe release of Stoffel

Vandoorne during practice for the Chinese
Grand Prix was the sixth pitstop incident
across testing and the three GP weekends
this year. It followed another McLaren
problem in testing, both Haas drivers
retiring from the opener in Australia, and
two unsafe Kimi Raikkonen releases
in Bahrain, where a pit crew member
had his leg broken during the race.
Over the Chinese GP weekend F1 was

urged to consider the unsafe releases
by luminaries within the paddock
and by FIA president Jean Todt, who
called F1 pitstops“too complex”and
“something we need to address”.

HIGH PRESSURE, LOW TIMES
The onus has been put on teams either
to refine their procedures or for F1 to
simply slow pitstops down.
Since refuelling was banned for 2010,

average pitstop times have dropped from
more than four seconds to under 2.5s as
tyre changes became the limiting time

factor. The added focus has reduced the
spread in pitstop quality throughout the
pitlane, although it has also increased
the pressure on mechanics and arguably
raised the probability of mistakes.

However, introducing a minimum
pitstop time is an unpopular notion,
largely because – apart from a brief ban
for 2005 – tyre changes have become
a traditional part of F1 competition.

Smaller margins mean that pitstops
are not the race-defining variable they
used to be, especially because the
new-tyre effect in the Pirelli era is a
more significant strategic factor. But
they still have an important part to
play in how races are won and lost.

Red Bull proved this in China by
stopping Max Verstappen and Daniel
Ricciardo just six seconds apart on two
occasions, producing flawless stops
under intense pressure, enabling
Ricciardo to push on and win the
race after his second tyre change.

“ A C O N F U S E D
S E N S O R W A S T O
B L A M E F O R K I M I ’ S
E A R LY R E L E A S E ”

WHY F1’S CONTROVERSIAL AR
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IS THE TECHNOLOGY TO BLAME?
Swivel jacks, retained wheelnuts, bespoke
wheelguns and gym training for mechanics
have all played a part in the competency
and speed reaching new heights in the
nine seasons that tyre changes have been
the teams’main focal point in pitstops.
The most significant innovation

predates the end of refuelling: Ferrari’s
pit light system, introduced in 2008, is
a semi-automated process that has been
adopted by every team in some way.
These systems, which link to the release
of the two jacks and now take inputs
from wheelguns to help signal when
the car is ready to leave, are at the heart
of the current concerns.
A confused sensor was to blame for

Ferrari’s early release of Raikkonen during
the Bahrain GP, but the overall error was
a human and mechanical one. The problem
removing the left-rear led to the mechanic
taking off and re-engaging the gun, but the
system registered this as the wheel being
changed and so the light turned green.
However, Ferrari’s release system is not

completely automatic (which is against
the rules) as some interpreted that to
mean. The rear jack operator and pitstop
controller could have overridden the
system, but neither of them observed
that the rear left had not been changed.

HOW TO SOLVE IT
The system performed appropriately
within its parameters and this sort of grey
area is what the FIA wants to address.
Blending automation with human input
has reduced the number of mistakes made
during pitstops, but that is also why errors
are brought more sharply into focus.
A compromise would be to standardise

the entire system, which would leave
pitstops competitive but with lower costs.
It would bring 10 teams into the feedback
process and eliminate scope for them to
take a risk with the system to save time.
The FIA’s preferred solution is to beef

up the automated element so there are
extra parameters to satisfy before the
driver gets the green light. Part of this is
likely to be a requirement for each team to
employ two wheelgun sensors: one to
ensure the right amount of torque has
been applied to the nut, and one to check
that it has not been cross-threaded.
This would mean the gun operator

cannot press a button to declare the
pitstop complete until those two
sensors are satisfied.
In a sport that is meant to push human

performance to the limit in multiple ways,
that means a beautiful but controversial
art can be preserved.
S C O T T M I T C H E L L

W O R L D R A L LY

Despite the success of the new
generation of World Rally Cars, their
replacement is under discussion by
rallying’s powerbrokers this week.
The FIA was scheduled to host

a meeting in Geneva on Tuesday
(April 17), as Autosport went to press,
to talk through the future for the
category and the potential for using
alternative energy. Rallying remains
motorsport’s most complicated
question in terms of stepping away
from internal combustion; a morning
or afternoon loop of stages onWRC
rounds can mean 100 miles, half of
which is done flat-out.
FIA president Jean Todt (below)

is aware of the challenge facing the
series in which he competed, saying:
“Today, there is no manufacturer
supplying a car that can drive 200
kilometres [125 miles] on rally roads
at rally speeds that can have a quick
[electrical] recharge.

“At the moment it’s completely
excluded to think of havingWRC
with an electric car. It’s clear we need
to introduce more environmentally
friendly technology inWRC.”
Current technical regulations are

expected to run until the end of 2021,
but for some that doesn’t preclude an
interim solution to the question of
making the series more sustainable.
One senior team member told

Autosport: “There are things we can
do quite quickly with the current
regulations: cutting the number of
cylinders used on liaison sections,
that kind of thing.”
FIA rally director Yves Matton

added: “We are working very closely
with the manufacturers about the
evolution of theWRC car, both in the
medium and long term. It is too early
to discuss any outcomes, but it is
important their future marketing
objectives are taken into consideration.”
D AV I D E VA N S

WRCset
todiscuss
greener cars

L ART MUST BE PRESERVED
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DTMchampion Rene Rast will switch tin-top categories
for one weekend when he contests theWorld Touring
Car Cup round in a wildcard slot alongside his drive
in the Nurburgring 24 Hours next month.
The factory Audi driver will pilot an RS3 LMS

during the three-race third round of theWTCR
season that will take place on the first three days of
the 24 Hours weekend. He will join team regulars
Jean-Karl Vernay and Gordon Shedden at WRT.

In accordance withWTCR rules, Rast will carry
an additional 20kg of ballast, which is assigned to
all wildcard entrants, throughout the weekend.
His participation also means three reigning touring

car champions will be on the grid for the Nurburgring
Nordschleife event, as Rast will race alongside last
year’s respective TCR International Series andWorld
Touring Car champions Vernay and Thed Bjork.
“Competing against the world’s best drivers in a

touring car now is fantastic,” said Rast, who will also
race for WRT in the 24 Hours.“It’s a nice challenge.
These are big names and I’m looking forward to
being pitted against them on home soil.”
The initial announcement of regulations for

the newWTCR world cup that has succeeded the
WTCC for 2018 stated a maximum of two wildcards
would be permitted at each event, in addition to
26 full-season entries, but with 25 cars entered for
2018 it is understood this limit has now been upped
to three where possible. However, it is understood
that more cars could be added for the Nurburgring
round as the length of the 16.1-mile Nordschleife
circuit would cater for additional entries.
The 2018 event will be the first time theWorld

Touring Car round at the Nurburgring has been run
to TCR regulations, although the previous two years
have indicated what lap times can be expected as the
now defunct European Touring Car Cup – which was
open for cars conforming to slightly modified TCR
cars – was tagged on to theWTCC field. Petr Fulin’s
9m16.316s was the best ETCC time, but that was
bettered last weekend when a Hyundai i30 N recorded
9m05.905s in the 24 Hours qualifying race.
J A C K C O Z E N S

Rast joins tin-top
Nordschleife field

FIAandRallyGBon
collision courseover
closed-road stage
W O R L D R A L LY

The streets of Llandudno
were quieter than expected
earlier this week. TheWorld
Rally Championship’s planned
visit to the northWelsh coast
had been cancelled.

Instead of launching this
year’s Wales Rally GB to the
sort of fanfare deserving of such
a thoughtful and revolutionary
route, the bunting was quietly
taken down, press releases
recycled and disappointed
council members returned
to the daily grind. All that
remained in Llandudno on
a misty Tuesday morning
was the air of uncertainty.

Rally GB organisers had
sought to break theWRCmould
by offering five bonus points
for a powerstage taking the
crews on a five-miler around the
headland-hugging, all-asphalt
Great Orme before diving into
Llandudno town centre for a
dash through the streets and
finishing on the seafront.
Such a move would have

meant closed-road world
championship-level competition
in Britain for the first time.
To achieve that aim, the event
organisers applied to the FIA
for a waiver to run an asphalt
stage on a gravel event. The
same waiver they successfully
sought when the Great Orme
(above) was last run in 2015.
Not this time. They were

stonewalled by the FIA, which
is far from comfortable with
Great Orme, even less so with
its position as the powerstage.
The FIA’s rally director

Yves Matton and Rally GB
chief Ben Taylor sang from
the same hymn sheet, telling
Autosport they were working
together to find a solution
for the Deeside-based event.

Digging deeper, there’s
genuine concern about the
potential fall-out for Britain’s
round of theWorld Rally
Championship. TheWelsh
Government has pulled out all
the political stops to ensure
road-closing legislation is in
place for this and found further
funding for the Great Orme test.
The payback should have been
stunning helicopter shots of
World Rally Cars negotiating
Wales’most beautiful coastline
beamed live around the world.
The final Sunday of this

year’s event was to provide a
springboard into negotiations
for an extension toWales’
current agreement to keep Rally
GB beyond the end of 2018…

The FIA hasn’t ruled firm
yet and one can only urge the
viewing of a bigger picture
painted with a backdrop of
30,000 fans watching for free.
Alternatively, the governing
body could take a swing and
sky the ball high over an
open goal.
D AV I D E VA N S
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Ticktum topped the F3
test with Motopark

NASCAR CUP After a race across two days due to Bristol’s notoriously hit-and-miss weather, Kyle Busch (18) defeated Kyle Larson in a bump-and-passmove
with just six laps to go to score his second consecutive win. Busch had been concerned about his tyres in the final stint, but a late caution gave the Joe Gibbs
Racing Toyota driver the break he needed to run at the front. Larson had been the overnight leader and the rain delays will reopen questions about NASCAR’s
rigid schedule after Kurt Busch had questionedwhy the series races at Bristol in April in an “unexciting” calendar. Photograph byNKP/LAT Images

E U R O P E A N F O R M U L A 3

McLaren Autosport BRDC Award winner
Dan Ticktum says “we’re in a pretty good
place” as he gears up for his Formula 3
European Championship season, after
topping last week’s two-day test at Misano.
Macau Grand Prix winner and Red Bull

Junior Ticktum was the pacesetter on the
second morning of the test, when all but
one driver set their overall best time, while
his Motopark team-mate Juri Vips headed
two of the four sessions and was the
quickest driver on day one. Hitech GP’s
Alex Palou was the other to top a session.
The Misano test followed sessions at

the Hungaroring and Red Bull Ring.“At
the first two official tests it was difficult to
say 100% what the other teams were doing
in terms of sandbagging and engine maps,”
said Ticktum.“But I think Carlin, the
other main Volkswagen team, were at
a similar level to us in terms of what
we had in our pocket.
“At Misano, most of the teams were

closer to what you’d be running in
qualifying. But it’s difficult to rely

100% on what people are doing in testing.”
Ticktum said he is enjoying working with

Motopark technical director Andy Kohler,
who engineered Joel Eriksson to the 2017
runner-up position and is on Ticktum’s
car this season.“Andy works harder than
anybody I know,”he said.“He’s constantly
thinking of ways to improve. He’s excellent.”
Unlike Eriksson, who had two back-

of-the-grid team-mates last year and
shouldered all the development work
himself, Ticktum says that all six
Motopark drivers are contributing this
season. Reigning German F4 champion
Vips has starred in testing, while fellow
F4 graduates Sebastian Fernandez and
Fabio Scherer have looked strong.
“They’re all good,” said Ticktum.“They’re

all capable of being right up there. On
outright pace, when he gets it right, Fabio
is phenomenal. Even if I’m three tenths up
the road, there’ll always be corners where
I can look at the data and improve. And
we’re all good enough for three of us to
go one way on set-up and three the other
way, and we know the data will be good.”
M A R C U S S I M M O N S

Ticktumfireswarning shotwith testpace

POS DRIVER (TEAM) TIME

1 DanTicktum (Motopark) 1m27.099s

2 AlexPalou (Hitech) 1m27.182s

3 GuanYuZhou (Prema) 1m27.195s

4 FerdinandHabsburg (Carlin) 1m27.195s

5 JuriVips (Motopark) 1m27.198s

6 SachaFenestraz (Carlin) 1m27.225s

7 EnaamAhmed (Hitech) 1m27.232s

8 MickSchumacher (Prema) 1m27.234s

9 FabioScherer (Motopark) 1m27.234s

10 JehanDaruvala (Carlin) 1m27.240s

F3 MISANO TEST
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BMWmay be making its Le Mans 24
Hours return this year in GTE Pro, but
it has hinted that it could one day again
challenge for outright honours. Not with
any ordinary prototype, but a zero-emissions
racer powered by a hydrogen fuel cell.

The overall winner at Le Mans in
1999 believes that it is already possible
to build an LMP prototype powered by a
fuel cell. Developments in the automotive
industry will make it an attractive route
for manufacturers in the future, it claims.

“We have seen from a study point of view
that it is feasible,” said BMWMotorsport
boss Jens Marquardt.“It would be a
technology to consider in endurance racing
and it is something we could look at in the
future from a prototype point of view.”

BMW evaluated making a return to
the prototype ranks via the Garage 56
experimental entry slot at Le Mans with a
hydrogen-powered car prior to its decision
to enter theWorld Endurance Championship
for the first time this season in GTE Pro.
The Automobile Club de l’Ouest,

the race organiser at Le Mans, has
reiterated its desire to see alternative
power sources on the grid. ACO president
Pierre Fillon believes that“from 2024 it
should be possible to drive completely
CO2-neutral at Le Mans”.
G A R Y W A T K I N S

BMWeyesprototype return
withhydrogenpower

LE MANS BMWs
T O P 3

The German firm only has one victory in the 24 Hours to its name,
but has taken some special cars to the French endurance classic

# 1 V 12 L M R
BMW’s outright Le Mans win came in one of
the race’s most competitive editions. Audi,
Mercedes, Nissan and Toyota were also
gunning for victory in 1999, but it was the
six-litre V12 LMR of Yannick Dalmas, Pierluigi
Martini and JoachimWinkelhock that came out
on top. The open prototype was also a winner
in the American Le Mans Series in ’99 and 2000.

# 2 C S L ‘ B A T M O B I L E ’
More famous for its touring car exploits, the
(usually) bewinged CSL also tasted success in
endurance racing. As well as outright victories
in the 1975 Sebring 12 Hours and ’76 Daytona
24 Hours, it was a class winner at Le Mans. One
finished a remarkable eighth overall as late as
’77, four years after it had first won the touring

car category at the Circuit de la Sarthe.

# 3 3 2 8
A legend of the 1930s, the two-litre straight-six
sportscar helped put BMW on the motorsport
map. Futuristic-looking and sophisticated for
its day, the 328 racked upmany wins after its
debut in 1936. Its finest Le Mans moment came
in ’39, when a team of three (one closed and
two open versions) finished fifth, seventh
and ninth, dominating the two-litre class.
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J Y S I N B R I T G P P A R A D E
Three-time Formula 1world champion
Sir Jackie Stewart will drive his 1969 British
Grand Prix-winningMatraMS80 as part of
a special parade at this year’s British GP
in July. The paradewill celebrate
Silverstone’s 70th anniversary.

B M W T O P S T I G H T D T M T E S T
BMWdriver Bruno Spengler set the quickest
time across four days of pre-season DTM
testing at Hockenheim last week, edging
out newAudi recruit Robin Frijns by 0.045s.
Mercedes returnee PascalWehrleinmade
it three differentmarques in the top three.

V I E T O R I S T O B L A N C P A I N
NewMercedes DTM reserve driver Christian
Vietoris will contest the Blancpain GT Series
Endurance Cupwith the British Strakka
Racing squad. The 29-year-old, who raced
for the Germanmanufacturer in the DTM
in 2011-16, kicks offhis campaign at
Monza thisweekend alongside Adrien
Tambay andDavid Fumanelli.

A S T O N A C E S T O N 2 4
AstonMartin Racingwill make a bid
for outright honours at the Nurburgring
24Hourswith itsWorld Endurance drivers
nextmonth. AMRwill field a V12 Vantage
GT3 forMaximeMartin, Nicki Thiim,
Marco Sorensen andDarren Turner.

I N D Y E N T R Y H I T S 3 5
JRHildebrand and James Davison have
become the 34th and 35th drivers to be
announced for the 2018 Indianapolis
500. Hildebrand is the secondDreyer
& Reinbold Racing entry, while Davison
has signed a deal with AJ Foyt Racing.

S U P E R F O R M U L A S U B S
Ex-Formula Renault 3.5 champion Tom
Dillmann has secured a stand-in role for
two rounds of the Super Formula series
in Japan this year. Dillmannwill replace
Pietro Fittipaldi, who has clashing IndyCar
commitments, at TeamLeMans for the
Autopolis and Sugo rounds inMay. Another
substitute driver for Autopolis is Honda-
backed F3 ace Sena Sakaguchi. He replaces
Nirei Fukuzumi, who is on Formula 2 duty
at Barcelona, with TeamMugen.

B L O C K R E T U R N S T O W R C
Ken Blockwill make his firstWorld Rally
Championship appearance in four years
when he contests this year’s Rally Catalunya.
The 50-year-oldwill tackle the Spanish event
onOctober 25-28 at thewheel of anM-Sport
Ford Fiesta entered under his Hoonigan
Racing Division banner alongside
regular co-driver Alex Gelsomino.

B R I T I S H T O U R I N G C A R S

Reigning champion Ash Sutton topped
the British Touring Car Championship
test at Thruxton last week in his Team
BMR Subaru Levorg, and his performance
has hinted at record-breaking pace in
Hampshire this year.
The 24-year-old clocked a 1m15.717s

lap around the 2.356-mile circuit, which
hosts its meeting on May 19-20.
Eight of the drivers were underneath the

qualifying lap record of 1m16.040s, which
was set by Matt Neal last season in his
Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R.
Sutton said he was stunned by his

lap.“I wasn’t even going for a time,”
he said.“We were here to work through
a programme and we did that, so to
clock the fastest time is a real bonus.”
Sutton, who is fifth in the championship

after the opening three races at Brands
Hatch earlier in the month, was using the
older-specification Mountune engine in

Sutton smashes record

I N T H E H E A D L I N E S

POS DRIVER TEAM/CAR TIME

1 AshleySutton TeamBMR/SubaruLevorg 1m15.717s

2 MikeBushell TeamHard/VWCC 1m15.743s

3 MattNeal TeamDynamics/HondaCivicTypeR 1m15.811s

4 JackGoff EurotechRacing/HondaCivicTypeR 1m15.860s

5 SamTordoff MotorbasePerformance/FordFocusRS 1m15.962s

6 TomChilton MotorbasePerformance/FordFocusRS 1m15.979s

7 JoshCook PowerMaxedRacing/VauxhallAstra 1m15.981s

8 DanCammish TeamDynamics/HondaCivicTypeR 1m15.997s

9 AidenMoffat LaserToolsRacing/MercedesA-Class 1m16.043s

10 SennaProctor PowerMaxedRacing/VauxhallAstra 1m16.109s

BTCC THRUXTON TESTING

his estate-shaped Levorg, but said that
the team was aiming to switch to the new
Swindon Racing Engines-tuned version
from the second round of the championship
at Donington Park on April 28-29.
“Everybody was very fast today,

but I think that’s down to the cooler
temperatures. I think it was allowing
the engines to breathe a bit better,” said
Sutton.“We showed some remarkable
speed given that we haven’t done
any testing pre-season.”
The second fastest time was set by

Mike Bushell in the Team Hard VW
CC. He was 0.026s adrift of Sutton,
but said that he felt there had been
even more pace in the car.

“I think there’s more to come fromme
as well as from the car, so I’m delighted
with the lap time we recorded,” said the
reigning Renault UK Clio Cup champion.
“I also did a race-long run to assess the
drop-off in the tyres, and they held up
really well. I’m full of optimism about

the rounds here.”
Neal was third in the

new-shaped Honda Civic
Type R, but said he was
still working on fine-
tuning the set-up of
the hatchback, and he
caused two red flags
during the morning’s
running with throttle
problems.“The engine
was working well,” said
Neal,“but this is still
a journey for us and
there is a lot to learn
about the car yet.”
M A T T J A M E S
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Before the 2017 aerodynamic
regulation changes, the underfloor
was not allowed to have any holes
in it. The regulations suggested
that the underfloor must have
a periphery within which there
could be no holes or cutouts.

This led to teams having hole
details, but with a very small
slot out to the outer edge to
satisfy this rule. Pretty stupid
really, but the design engineers
will always find a way.

For 2017, the floor was made
wider but this increase in width

was not compulsory, so it
allowed the teams to get more
adventurous with the detail
design of the louvres that are
now common in this area.

These louvres are there
to reduce the amount of air
spillage that goes under the
floor. The more you can seal
this area, the more effective the
underfloor and diffuser will be.

Ferrari’s floor has featured
these holes all season, but this
shows the detail of the change.
G A R Y A N D E R S O N

Force India has so far struggled
to match its performance of the
past two seasons. One of the
problems it has admitted to is
lack of correlation between the
windtunnel/CFD and race track.

This is always difficult to
achieve, as anything running
near the ground will suffer
from different airflow
separation characteristics to
what the research tools predict.

In Bahrain and China, Force
India introduced variations
on the diffuser, so I assume
it believes this is the area of
concern. Every team’s diffuser
will stall to some degree when
the rear of the car is close to
the ground, which reduces
drag and allows higher top

speeds. But with that it reduces
downforce, so it is vital this
airflow reattaches the moment
the rear of the car starts to rise,
otherwise the braking area
becomes a bit of a nightmare
for the driver.

The upper rear wing and
how the airflow reattaches
when the DRS is closed will
also affect the diffuser airflow
reattachment, as will other
aero components upstream.
So, when you have a problem,
it is not easy to identify what
area is instigating that. And
with any problem, it is vital to
rectify it at source, otherwise
it’s just a bandage, with the
issue still waiting to bite you.
G A R Y A N D E R S O N

THE HOLES IN FERRARI’S MAKEUP

FORCE INDIA’S MAJOR FLOOR

MERCEDES SHOWS TEETH

D R AW I N G B OA R D
G I O R G I O P I O L A

Mercedes tested a small
vortex-inducing tape strip on the
underside of its rear wing in China.
This is believed to be in preparation
for the next race in Baku.

This strip, with the saw-tooth
facing rearwards, is placed just
behind the throat of the wing
where the airflow is starting
to get a little lazy. The small
vortices this sawtooth sets up
will re-energise the airflow,
making the main plane of the
wing perform more consistently
when the DRS is opened.

It will also help to get the
airflow to reattach faster to
the flap section when the
DRS is closed. This is vitally
important to get driver
confidence in the braking

L O U V R E S R E D U C E A I R
S P I L L A G E U N D E R F L O O R

MERCEDES SHOWS TEETH

D R AW I N G  B OA R D
G I O R G I O  P I O L A

vortex-inducing tape strip on the 
underside of its rear wing in China. 
This is believed to be in preparation 

This strip, with the saw-tooth 
facing rearwards, is placed just 
behind the throat of the wing 
where the airflow is starting 
to get a little lazy. The small 
vortices this sawtooth sets up 
will re-energise the airflow, 

areas when you are running
reduced downforce levels.

Mercedes tried something
similar in 2016, but this was
in the slot-gap area to improve
the airflow reattachment on
the flap section of a much
larger-section rear wing.
G A R Y A N D E R S O N

S A W T O O T H T A P E S T R I P
R E  E N E R G I S E S A I R F L O W

S L O T  G A P T E E T H
T E S T E D I N 2 0 16

C O R R E L A T I O N
I S S U E S
F O C U S E D O N
D I F F U S E R
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evinMagnussenhasbeenoneof the starsof
Formula 1’shugely competitive‘ClassB’, along
withFernandoAlonsoandNicoHulkenberg,
this season. It’s only a sample setof three races,
but themost encouraging thingwe’ve seen from

Magnussen,whosepeakswere alwayshigh, is consistency.So
whathas allowedaMcLaren rejectwhohadbeenonly abit-part
playerduring thepast twoseasons toperformsostrongly?
Theeasyanswer is that thenewHaas is aquick,consistent

car soof courseMagnussen isdoingwell.But there’smore
to it than that.Last yearhedidn’t alwaysdeliverwhen the
pressurewason inqualifying,andcomplainedabouthow
difficult itwas toget ahandleona car that couldbe
unpredictable.Thisyearhe’s at onewith it.
Another factor is that it giveshimthecharacteristicshe

requires in a car, after spending last yearwith a chassis that
wasoftenbetter suited to team-mateRomainGrosjean.
There’s a clear clashof stylesbetween the two,because
Grosjeandescribes theHaas asundersteery andclaims
that’s somethinghis team-mate loves.Magnussen, for
hispart, rails against the idea that the carundersteers and

revels in the level of grip at the rear that allowshimtoattack
andcarry speed into the apex.
That,plus thebenefits of returning for a secondseason

with the same team–the first timehe’s beenable todo this
inF1–addsup tohimbeingaverydifferentdriver in2018.
Magnussenhas an interesting style, combining thedesire

to carry that speedwithawillingness tohustle it later in the
corner. It’s half a classical style,with a smoothentrybut an
eagerness to feel the car andget thepoweronquickly at the
exit.Always a strong racer,hehasmanaged to reduce the
numberof incidentshegets involved inwhile still being
willing to tough it outwhennecessary.
ConsiderwhatMagnussenhasgone through togethere

since recordinga sensational secondplaceonhis F1debut
forMcLarenatAlbertPark in2014.He’sbeendropped from
arace seat byoneof F1’smost famous teams, left largelyon

the sidelines for ayearbeforebeing axedbyMcLarenentirely,
andwas thenonlypickedupbyRenault at a relatively late
stagebecausePastorMaldonado’smoneydriedupaheadof ’16.
Renault’s desire for apayingdriver thenpromptedhis exit for
Haas– is it anysurprisehe’s beenanerraticperformer?
HisMcLarenseasonstartedwithabangandprogress in the

firsthalf of theyearwasdecent.Whatdisappointed the team
was thathedidn’t seemtokickon.SinceMcLarenwascourting
FernandoAlonso for 2015,andwashighlyunlikely todrop
JensonButton–notonly aworld champion,but alsohighly
marketable–Magnussenwas in an impossible situation.
Therewere all sortsof reasons thatMcLarenchosenot to

continuewithadriverwho less thanayear earlierhadbeen
toutedas its future, althoughStoffelVandoorne’s rise to
prominence certainlyplayedapart inMagnussenbeing
discardedafter a seasonon thebench in2015.
Commercial pressuresmeantButtonwasmore appealing,

and incomingenginepartnerHondawaskeenonMcLaren
retaining adriverwhohadenjoyedsuccess for it in theprevious
decade.Attempts towooDanishcompanies into comingon
boardcametonothing andMagnussenendedupon the
scrapheap.Given thathewas, inhisownwords,“mentally
screwed”by the situation, is it anywonderperformances
suffered?Ontheother sideof the coin, therewere concerns
aboutwhetherMagnussenwaswilling togo to theextremes
of learning required tomaster certain aspectsof theF1driver’s
art, suchas tyremanagement,once achieving a certain level.

TheyearwithRenault in2016offered somesimilarpolitical
problems,not tomentiona car thatwas among the least
competitive tohave left Enstone’sdoors.That, and the team’s
attempts to recruit just about everyotherdriver in thepaddock,
led toMagnussen turningdownaone-yeardeal in favourof
something longer termatHaas.ByF1 standards it’s a simple,
straightforward team.The lackofpolitics suitshim.
If this is anewphaseofMagnussen’s career, and if he can

sustain this level, thenat thevery leasthe’s set for a long
career inF1 as a strongmidfieldperformer.

For the first time,he seems likepart of the fabricof the
paddock,even if he’sperhaps alwaysgoing tobe a little bit
toomuchof a throwback to a simpler time fordrivers.

WhetherMagnussencango furtherdependsonhim
delivering consistently andprovingbeyondanydoubt that
hehas the focus,determinationand theall-roundgameto
have a shot at a seatwith a top team.Buthehas shownreal
fortitude to findhisplace.
Perhaps inHaas,hehas the ideal team.And inMagnussen,

Haasmight justhave the ideal driver.

Settling in nicely to an apolitical team that’s provided him with a driveable car,
Kevin Magnussen is shrugging off a reputation as an also-ran

E D D S T R A W

M AG  N I F I C E N T K E V IN?

K

“ BY F 1 S T A N D A R D S H A A S I S
A S I M P L E , S T R A I G H T F O R WA R D
T E A M . T H A T S U I T S M A G N U S S E N ”
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axVerstappenhasbasicallywalkedonwater
sincehe strode intoFormula 1 as a 17-yearold
andbegan tearingupconventionand rewriting
the rulebook (sometimes literally) that governs
what itmeans tobea top-classmoderngrand

prixdriver.Muchof the adulation is thoroughlydeserved.
For themostpart,hisdrivinghasbeenutterlyoutstanding.
There is a streakof almost arrogance inVerstappen’s

brilliance–anunshakeable self-belief thathe is thebest
in thebusiness,or at least a cast-iron inner-certainty that
heonedaywill be.As a consequence,Verstappencarries
withhimanAyrtonSenna-esque senseofhisown infallibility.
It’s easy to seehowwegothere.Verstappenhasearned this

reputationbecausehe is adriverwhomakes thingshappen. It
isnotwithoutmerit thatRedBull teambossChristianHorner
callsVerstappen‘F1’smost excitingdriver’,nowonmegabucks
withoneof the threebest teams in thebusiness, aged just 20.
But for all thewonderfulmoments, there is also amounting

stackof evidence to suggest an infuriating impatience to
Verstappen’sdriving thatbordersonpsychological flaw.
Hesimply refuses to cedeground tootherdrivers.

Verstappenhas seemedalmost incapableof acceptingdefeat
(anecessarypart of anysport),or acceptinghecanget things
wrongoccasionally,or acceptinghe isn’t always themost
brilliant thing thegridhas seensince slicedbread.Buthe
has skirted soclose todisaster onseveral occasions and
gottenawaywith it thathe candefiantly shrughis shoulders
andsay‘whyshould I change?’
Toa large extent,RedBull has enabled thisbehaviourby

consistentlydefendingVerstappen in the faceof all criticism.
In theearlydays, thiswasunderstandable.Verstappenwasan
interloper at the sharpendof thegridwhonaturallyneededa
certain amountofprotection fromthebigbeastshewasprone
toprovokingwithhis electricpace and forceful racecraft.

But at a certainpoint thisnecessary self-defencehas strayed
into ridiculousdenial of blatant facts. InAustralia,Verstappen
wasuncharacteristicallymuggedbyKevinMagnussen’sHaas.

Insteadof showing the requisite composure andbidinghis
time,Verstappenoverdrove trying tomakean impossible
instant recovery.Hewentoff the circuit anddamagedhis car
over akerb.But insteadofowningup to thismisjudgement,
he and the teamblamedcardamage for all ills.
InBahrain,Verstappencareered into thebarrier inQ1after

whatheandRedBull called a 150bhp“power surge”fromthe
Renault engine that caughtVerstappenout.Later, it transpired
Verstappen lost control of themotionofhis right footwhen
bouncingover akerb,andhit the throttle toohard. In the race
heunnecessarily ranHamiltonoutof roadon the second lap
andpickedupapuncture.HamiltoncalledVerstappena
“dickhead”;Verstappen refused to acceptblame.

Whythe reluctance toownupandadmit responsibility?
The initial explanationsof thequalifying shunt indicated
mechanical fault (whichRenault laterdenied),or at thevery
least createdenoughambiguity to suggest car rather thandriver
mightbe toblame.Thismaybe seems innocuous–astorm
ina teacup,as the sayinggoes–but it has the corrosive effect
ofdiscouraging adriverwho is still veryyoung,andstill
developing, fromproperly acknowledginghismistakes.

But it seems thisprotective shieldwas finallypenetrated in
China.This race showcased thebest andworstofVerstappen.
After abrilliantopening lap,whereheopportunisticallypassed
bothHamiltonandKimiRaikkonen to run third,Verstappen
was inprimeposition towinonceRedBull pulledoff its
brilliant strategic gambitunder the safety car.Buthe threw
that goldenchance awaywithhisownmistakes, as team-mate
Ricciardobrilliantly stole the show.
This time therewasnowhere forVerstappen tohide,and

tobe fair toMaxhewas the first toholdhishandsupand
apologise–agesture forwhichVettelmadeapointof showing
his appreciation.For adriver soused tobelievinghe is always
in the right, this can’t havebeeneasy,but itwas longoverdue
andmuchneeded.AsVettel pointedout,Verstappenhas
experiencenowthatbelieshis age.
Interestingly,RedBull didnotblithelyback its ownchargeon

thisoccasion.HelmutMarkopublicly criticisedhis goldenboy
for“giving away”victory.EvenMax’s father Jospiled in, telling
DutchTVthathis son“has to thinkmore”in theheatof battle.
This couldbe apivotalmoment forVerstappen.He’s just

watchedhis team-matebrilliantlywina race thathehimself
shouldhave takenbut for a spectacular implosion.Ricciardo’s
obvious capacity to reada race, to stay calm in the faceof
adversity, toperfectlypickhismomentswith impeccable
timing,are real lessons for suchan impulsivedriver as
Verstappen– if, asHorner claims,he iswilling to learn.

Max Verstappen’s costly blunder in China was a pivotal moment in his development
as a grand prix driver. He now needs to take responsibility for his mistakes

B E N A N D E R S O N

L E S S O N S TO L E A R N

M

“ V E R S T A P P E N H A S J U S T S E E N
H I S T E A M  M A T E W I N A R A C E H E
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Red Bull shows the right racingmentality
Wow!What a race from Red Bull. The application of a
logical thought process and aggressive strategy displayed
a true racing mentality. Other teams really should take
note, as this is what the fans want – well, this fan at least.
Meanwhile, Mercedes instructed Valtteri Bottas to stay in

the lead, which he did not, and failed to pit Lewis Hamilton at
a crucial moment. Oh and Ferrari sacrificed Kimi Raikkonen,
so Sebastian Vettel had a better shot at victory (they missed).
At the time of writing (Sunday morning), Red Bull was in

‘protracted talks’ re Daniel Ricciardo’s contract extension.
As far as this fan is concerned, less talk, more action. OK,
Red Bull has a plethora of young drivers on its books.
However, Ricciardo has shown on multiple occasions that
he is one of the best racers in the business, China being the
most recent example. Admittedly on Sunday he had a tyre
advantage, but Max Verstappen’s antics showed just how
wrong that can go. It would be a crying shame if Red Bull
loses Ricciardo to one of the more conservative teams.
RichardNewell
Byemail

Will China be the turning point of the season?
I really enjoyed the Chinese Grand Prix and hope there are
many more like it this season. Several cars and drivers were
in a position to compete for the win and leading positions, and
were able to fight for their positions with good overtaking.
Clever use of strategy, such as that by Red Bull during the

safety car period, was rewarded with victory for Ricciardo
(above, right) and gains by Verstappen, and conversely
those who did not make these decisions suffered.
It is right that there should be several teams and drivers

fighting for positions at each race rather than the dominance
of a single team and driver, which has been too prevalent in
Formula 1 for many years. Let’s hope this is the beginning
of a more exciting season.
MarkGilbert
Portishead,NorthSomerset

It would be a crying shame if Red Bull loses Daniel
Ricciardo to one of the more conservative teams

R I C H A R D N E W E L L

US racing sets the standard for onboard footage
Surely it’s time for F1 to get rid of the halo-obscured
onboard cameras and switch to the fantastic ‘visor cams’
used widely in IndyCar and now NASCAR.
MichaelMartin
Southwater,WestSussex

Themany uses of a Formula 1 halo…
While we are all relieved that the halo is there to protect
drivers from the statistically high probability of a meteor
strike, its other important benefits are being totally ignored!
Here are a few ideas on how halo could be more fully utilised:

1 Dangle wine corks from halo like an Australian outback hat
to protect against bugs; 2 Fit flip-down sun flaps to guard
against afternoon glare; 3 Install curtains to protect driver
privacy and driver-to-crew communications while in the pits;
4 Take advantage of halo as a great clothes line to keep race
suits in tip-top shape after a vigorous day of following each
other around. Great ideas I believe for the smart men of F1
to studiously focus on and eagerly adopt; fans be damned!
MarkRees
Toronto,Canada
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R I C C I A R D O T A K E S

H I S C H A N C E
Red Bull’s sheer speed of thought, and Daniel Ricciardo’s ability
to execute, embarrassed both Mercedes and Ferrari in China

E D D S T R A W , G R A N D P R I X E D I T O R
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Therazor-sharptimingrubsoffonthosearoundhimtoo.Whether it
wasnailinghisovertakingmovesashesurgedfromsixthtofirst in just
nine laps,thedecisivecall tostopunderthesafetycar,orevenmaking
itoutofthepits intimeinQ1toavoidstartingfromthebackofthegrid
afterrepairsfollowinghisturbo’smessydemiseinpractice,Ricciardo
andthosearoundhimwerebangonthemoney.Sixdriverscouldhave
wonthisrace,but itwastheAustralianwhowentfromthemanleast
likely intheearlystagestotheonewhostoodontopofthepodium.

Ricciardodidrelyonasliceof luckwiththetimingofthesafetycar,
deployedtotidyupafterPierreGaslyclobberedToroRossoteam-mate
BrendonHartleyatthehairpinastheyattemptedtoswappositions,
scatteringdebrisonthetrack.Butfortunefavoursthebraveforareason.

“Icouldtell thatwehadtheadvantagecominginatthesafetycar
andhavingsofts,”saidRicciardoofapost-safetycarscenariothatput
himinsixthplaceforwhatbecamea20-lapsprintrace.“Initially it

was,‘OK,maybewecanfightforthepodium’andattheratewewere
goingthroughthefield,Icouldfeel thetyreswereholdingonwell,
thenitwasfullysetonthewin.”

Thechargethatfollowediswhattheracewillberememberedfor,but
hisrivalswere leftvariouslyfrustrated,angryandbaffledafter
opportunitiesslippedthroughtheir fingers.Therewerethreedistinct
phasesoftheChineseGrandPrix,onecontrolledbyeachofF1’sgrandee
teams,anditwasRedBullwhichgraspedthebatoninthefinal laps.

Suchascenarioseemedunlikelyatthestart.MaxVerstappenand
Ricciardostartedonthethirdrowonultrasofts,moreasurvival tyre
thanaracetyre,anditwasVerstappenwhomadethebiggestsplash
bypassingLewisHamiltonforfourththroughTurn1,thenKimi
RaikkonenforthirdaroundtheoutsideoftheTurn6right-hander.
ButasidefromthisRedBullcameo,theinitialphaseoftheracewas
allaboutsoft-shodFerrariversusMercedesupfront.

DANIELRICCIARDOHASANUNCANNYKNACKFORIMPECCABLETIMING.HISCHINESE
GrandPrixvictorywasamasterclass in judgingthemoment–makethatmoments–toperfectionlike
no-oneelse.Givehimasniffofvictoryandhenails itwitharuthlessefficiency.Thiswaspurekiller instinct.
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Vettel cut across
to defend from

fast-starting Kimi

Later, Bottas had to be
assertive as Raikkonen

‘parked the bus’

SebastianVettelheldtheleadfrompoleposition,althoughhis
fast-startingteam-mateKimiRaikkonenhadagoodenoughlaunch
tochallengehimontheinsideintoTurn1beforedutifullyfallingin
behind.Unfortunatelyforhim,thisallowedValtteriBottastogoaround
theoutsideofhimforsecond.AfterRaikkonenlostanotherplaceto
Verstappen,butheldoffHamilton’sattack,theorderwasnowsetfor
thefirstpartoftherace:Vettel inthe leadfromBottas,Verstappen,
Raikkonen,HamiltonandRicciardo.

Thehalf-dozenquicklyspacedthemselvesout,withnobodyclose
enoughtomakeamoveinthefirststintandRicciardoover16sbehind
bythetimeheandVerstappenwerecalledinforaRedBulldouble-stack
pitstop.Theyhadextendedtheirultrasoftstinttosufficient lengthto
consideraone-stopraceandwereinapositiontobecomeafactor later,
butwereyetto jointhe leadbattle.

InBahrain lastweek,BottasandMercedeswantedtoundercutVettel
atthefirstroundofpitstops,onlyforFerrari tocoveroff themove.This
time,Bottas’sundercutwasn’tblockedandhedivedintothepitsatthe
endof lap19while3.182sbehindVettel.Acombinationofadecent
in-lap,thequickestpitstopoftheraceandastormingout-lapon
whichhesetthefastestsecondandthirdsectorsoftheracesofar
allowedBottastotakethe leadwhenVettelstoppedalaplater.



R A C E C E N T R E C H I N E S E G P

2 0 AUTOSPORT.COM A P R I L 19 2 018

Ricciardo flew after the
restart, on fresh tyres,
gaining five places

“Weknewthat itwaspossiblewiththiskindofgapifyouget
everythingperfect,”saidBottas.“Ifyoucanswitchonthetyresquickly,
it’spossible.That’swhywestoppedatthispoint.Itwasperfecttiming.”

BothwerenowonthesoftPirellis,butFerraridecidedtothrowaKimi
Raikkonen-shapedcurveballatMercedesbyextendinghisfirststint.
ThiseffectivelysacrificedRaikkonen,but itbrieflyhelpedtobackup
Bottas intoVettel–albeitnotbyenoughto justifycompromisingthe
secondFerraridriver’srace.BottasdispatchedRaikkonenbygoing
aroundtheoutside intoTurn1onlap27,completingthemoveinto
theTurn3left-hander.Raikkonendutifullymadeanuisanceof
himself inafinalattempttodistracttheMercedesdriveronthe
followingstraight,beforeallowingVettelpastandheadingstraight
forthepits fortheinevitableslumptosixth.

ThestagewasseeminglysetforadueltothefinishbetweenBottasand
Vettel,whileVerstappen,HamiltonandRicciardotriedtocruiseupto
jointheduo.Butthatraceneverhappenedthankstotheclashbetween

thetwoToroRossos.Hartleyspunandrejoined,butbecauseofdebris
onthetrackthesafetycarwasdeployedafterashortdelay.

Beforethecollisionbetweenitsb-teamdrivers,RedBullwasthinking
aboutsplittingstrategies,withVerstappenprobablyrunningtotheend
onmediumsandRicciardopotentiallytakingamoreaggressivetwo-stop
approach.Whenthesafetycarwasdeployed,BottasandVettel,splitby
asecond,werealreadyinthefinalcornerandcouldnotdiveintothepits.
Verstappen,HamiltonandRicciardowererunninginagroupatthe
hairpinbutonlytheRedBulldriverswerecalledin.

“Itwasareally latecall,andalsoharderforMaxtoget intothepitlane
becausehewasfurtheruptheroadthanDaniel,”saidRedBull team
principalChristianHorner.“Bothgot in,wegotthemturnedaround
andnoneoftheother leadingpackelectedtodothat.Whilewe
concededaplacetoHamiltonwithVerstappenandRaikkonenwith
Ricciardo,wewereonabettertyrefortherestofthegrandprix.At
therestart,theguyswereabletoget intoitprettyquickly.”

VerstappenandRicciardotooktherestartwith21 lapstogo,running
fourthandsixthrespectively,butcruciallywithatyre-lifeadvantage.
Itseemedsuchanobviousmove.

“Wethoughtthattrackpositionwouldbemorebeneficial,”said
MercedesteambossTotoWolff.“Youcouldsee inthefirststintthere
wasnoovertaking.Lewis’tyrewasamediumatthatstage[when
thesafetycarwasdeployed],withbarely10lapson.Ourcalculation
predictedthatamediumwouldlastuntil theend,andputtingona
newsoftwethoughtwouldn’tgiveyousuchaperformanceadvantage.
[Itwas]muchmorethanweexpected.Lookingback,itwouldhavebeen
therightstrategytodoforthesecondsoft,butnobodyintheteam,
includingmyself,thoughtthat itwastherightthingtodo.”

Therecertainlywasnoevidencefromtheracetothatpointtosuggest
thatpassingwouldbethateasywiththeoffsetbetweenthefreshsoftsof
theRedBullsandthe13-lapoldermediumsHamiltonwason–because
thatsituationhadn’tyetarisen.Thedifferencebetweenracinginacat-
and-mousegameinthefirststintandlater intherace issignificant,and

“ M E R C E D E S S H O U L D H AV E A P P L I E D
M O R E O L D  FA S H I O N E D N O U S ”
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Q U A L I F Y I N G

Hamilton got by
when Verstappen
spun Vettel round

FERRARI’S SECOND CONSECUTIVE FRONT ROW LOCKOUT,
with Sebastian Vettel on pole fromKimi Raikkonen by 0.087s,
was no surprise. Whatwasn’t expectedwas that Ferrari was
effectively unopposed, sinceMercedeswas struggling for tyre
temperature. The gapwas over half a second to Valtteri Bottas
and Lewis Hamilton on the second row.
“I’m surprised by the gap toMercedes,” admitted Vettel.

“I don’t think anybody, including ourselves, expected that.”
This rendered the battle for pole an all-red affair, and it

seemed destined to bewon by Raikkonen after he set the
pace both in Q2 and on the first runs in theQ3 top-10
shootout. In fact, it wasn’t until the long drag to the hairpin up
the back straight that things swung decisively in Vettel’s
favour; Raikkonenwas ahead in the early stages of the
straight before suffering
what appeared to be a
de-rate that cost him
ERS power and allowed
Vettel to take the
advantage.
Mercedeswas all at

sea. So far this season,
managing the rear tyres
on the ultrasoft and
supersoft compounds for a qualifying lap has been difficult.
During Saturdaymorning practice Hamilton had struggled
for rear stability into the corners and traction out of them.
Low track temperatures in qualifying added the extra

problemofmaking it difficult to build heat in the front tyres,
making themprone to graining as they slid across the asphalt
and the rubber rolled over the surface of the tyre. Mercedes
was unable to get the fronts inwithout overworking the
rears, so both cars shipped time in the first half of the lap – in
particular through the long right-hander at Turns 1 and 2 that
asks somuch of the front left.
Pirelli motorsport bossMario Isola said: “In qualifying, it

was important tomanage the out-lap in order towarmup the
tyres properly – especially the front axlewhere it’s in these
conditions they struggle a bitmore – butwithout killing the
rear tyres because you can put toomuch traction, toomuch
stress and overheat the rears. The out-lapwas the key, it
always is, but especially so on circuits where you have a big
difference in using the front and the rear axle.”
The third rowwent to Red Bull, withMax Verstappen ahead

of Daniel Ricciardo. The teamdid a sensational job to get
Ricciardo out at all duringQ1 –which it didwith seconds
to spare – after his turbo obliterated itself during FP3.

“I’m surprised
by the gap.
Nobody
expected that”
Sebastian Vettel

Mercedesshouldhaveappliedabitmoreold-fashionedracingnousto
fill theholes inthedata,especiallywithtracktemperaturesmuchhigher
intheracethanduringpractice,andincreasingthermaldegradation.
Althoughforthesamereasontherewere legitimateconcernsabout
keepingthereartyretemperaturesundercontrolonthesofts
Hamiltonwouldhaveswitchedto.

“Istayedoutandinitially itwas,‘OK,this isgood,I’mrightbehind
SebandmaybeIhaveachance,maybethere’sa littlebitofabattlewe
canhavetotheend’,”saidHamiltonofthesituation.“AndI lookinmy
mirrorsandtheRedBullsarebehindmeonbrandnewtyres.Soitwas,
‘Howthehelldidthathappen?’.I thoughttheywouldbefurtherback
withastop,soIknewtheyweregoingtocome.”

Perhapstherewassomenervousnessonthepitwallafterstrategic
advantagestransformedintodefeats inthefirsttworacesoftheseason?
Whateverthereason,forthethirdrace inarow,astrategicmistake
hadbeenmadeandHamiltonwasdeadinthewater.Thestrategy
toolsusedbyMercedescertainlyfailedtointroducetheRicciardo
factortoitsequations.Thepaceadvantageof fresherrubberwas
significant,butwitheverylapthedifferencetooldertyresreduces.
Inshort,Ricciardohadtogetonwithit.

WhileBottaspulledagapofalmostasecondoverVettelattherestart,
alleyeswereontheRedBulls.Ricciardomadeamediocrerestart,but
heldpositionandstartedtoreelRaikkoneninrapidly.Onlap37,hetook
thepositionwithamoveuptheinside intothehairpin.Fifth.

VerstappenwastheRedBulldriverclosertovictory,butonlap39
heattackedthird-placedHamiltonandhisattempttogoaroundthe
outside inthefastTurn7left-hander ledtohiscarsquirmingon
thewide lineandbeingspatoff thetrack.Itwasenoughtolet
Ricciardopast,arace-losingmistake.Fourth.

Ricciardomadeamuchbetter jobofpassingHamilton,diving
insidetheMercedesatthehairpina lapafterVerstappen’soff.Itwas
astunningmove,oneofthoseRicciardospecialsthatseemedtocome
toolatetohaveanychanceofcomingoff.Third.
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T R A C K S I D E V I E W

Turn 11 is crucial for
a good run through the
right-handers that follow

T O W A T C H
O U R T R A C K

G U I D E S V I S I TA U T O S P O R T . C O M /
V I D E O

doesn’t look comfortable. Valtteri
Bottas is a little better, but he’s
always been one of the best drivers
in F1when grip levels aren’t ideal,
which is why he so often looks so
strong during the first runs in
practice on a green track.
For Ferrari, things seemmuch

better. But there is a difference in
driving style.Watching at the entry
to Turn 11, looking from the rear of
the car, it’s clear Raikkonen turns in
fractionally earlier, using less lock
and sometimes a touchmore kerb

in carrying inmore speed. Vettel
usesmore lock,more aggressively
deployed, working the car harder.
Bothmake it work, and it

emphasises just howuser-friendly
a car the Ferrari is to accommodate
both styles. There’s no sign of the
corner-entry instability thatwas
occasionally detectable during
pre-season testing, and even the
understeer seems to have been
brought under control tomake the
car lookwell-balanced.
The surprise of the session is the

Force India, which after Friday
practice the teamadmitted had a
fundamental problem. Both Sergio
Perez and EstebanOcon are able
to attack the corner and carry in
good speed, emphasising that the
difficulty is not the in slower-speed
stuff. The transitions into the
right-hander are smooth for both,
drawing a stark contrast with the
Williams, which looks vague and
imprecise in the hands of both
Sergey Sirotkin and Lance Stroll.
E D D S T R A W

AT THEREMOTEST CORNEROF THE
Shanghai International Circuit sit a
rowof grandstands nobody ever
goes in, andwhich are now covered
with redmesh. It’s unfortunate,
because thesemonuments to
China’s thwarted ambition to
draw a huge crowdoffer a view
of a critical part of the track few
ever seewith their own eyes.
Turns 11-13 catapult the

cars onto the longest straight in
Formula 1, the long drag down
to the hairpin. So any loss of time
here impacts exit speed, which
costs you time all theway down
the 1170-metre straight. The
entry to this sequence is a slow
left-hander, which quickly
transforms into the entry to a long
right-hander. The key to a quick lap
time is to be able to attack Turn 11
enough not to lose time, without
compromising the all-important
entry to the right-hander.
As I watch during Saturday

morning practice, it’s clear Lewis
Hamilton is not happy. Several
times he turns in to the left-hander
in his usual style, rotating the rear,
and several times the rear continues
to slide at the pointwhere he needs
to be putting on the right lock for
the business end of this sequence.
This compromises his entry into
the long right significantly. He
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Red Bull mechanic Chris
Gent gets to celebrate victory
with his man Ricciardo

Twolaps later,heblastedpassVettelonthebackstraight intheleast
spectacularofhis fourkeypasses.Second.

That leftBottasexposed,andonlap45Ricciardomuggedhimwith
athrillingdiveuptheinside intotheTurn6hairpin.Bottastriedto
defend,butcouldn’tcover itandRicciardosomehowmanagedto
getthecarstoppedintimetogetaroundthecorner.First.

“Ihadthepaceoverall theguysthatIgotaheadof,butyoustilldon’t
wanttositbehindfortoolong,”saidRicciardo.“IsawValtteridefendbut
IwaskindofcommittedalreadyfromTurn3thatIwasgoingtotry.It
wasclose,butIwouldsayfair,andit’scoolwhenyougowheel-to-wheel.
Itmakesitabitsweeterthanjustcruisingpastonthestraight.”

Bottasperhapscouldhavedefendedmoreaggressively,but itwas
alwaysinevitablethatRicciardowouldgetahead,giventhathehad
overasecondper lapinhand.“Hewasclosing lapafter lapwithpretty
biggains,sotherewasnotmuchtodo,”saidBottas.“I triedtodefend
butultimately,withthebettertyres,hecouldreallybrakequitea lot later.”

ThekeytoRicciardo’svictorywasmakingthesepassesdecisivelyand
cleanly.Theadvantageof freshrubberreducesasthestint lengthens,
andbygettingonwithitRicciardomaximisedhisadvantage.

Verstappensquanderedhischance.HavingpassedHamilton,he
compoundedhisTurn7blunderbymakingaterribleattempttopass
Vettel forsecondatthehairpin.Vettelwentdeep,butVerstappencarried
intoomuchspeedandhittheright-rearoftheFerrari.Theresulting
damagemeantVettelslidtoeighthbythefinish,thefinal ignominy
comingwhenFernandoAlonsomuscledhimaside lateon.

Vettelwasalreadyunhappybythetimingofthesafetycar,butthere
arealwayswinnersandloserswhenracesareneutralised.Theassault
byVerstappenwasanothermatter,andtheDutchman’sapologetic
demeanouraftertheraceshowsjusthowobviousablunder itwas.

TheclashrightlyearnedVerstappena10-secondpenalty,which
wasappliedpost-race,andafterrepassingHamilton(whoknew
Verstappenhadapenalty)unopposed,theRedBulldriverdropped
backtofifthafterthechequeredflag.

Verstappen’ssecondmomentofmadnessallowedRaikkonentotake
third,thegoodfortune justrewardforFerraricompromisinghisstrategy.
HewascloseenoughtoBottastogivetheMercedesdriversomething
tothinkabout,too,finishingwithinasecond.

BothofthedriverswhosharedthepodiumwithRicciardohadgood
reasontoruetheirmisfortune,asdidthosefrontrunnerswhodidn’t
evenmakeittotherostrum.Butraces likethesealwayspaydividends
tothosewhoplaytheircardsrightwithperfecttiming.AndRicciardo
istherightmanforsuchcircumstances.

Asthemanhimselfpointedout,whilehedoesn’twinthatmany
grandsprix,whenhedoestheytendtobethrillers.Thetimeisright
forRicciardotobeinatitle-winningcar.

“ V E T T E L S L I D T O E I G H T H , T H E
F I N A L I G N O M I N Y C O M I N G W H E N
A L O N S O M U S C L E D H I M A S I D E ”
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Sebastian Vettel questioned the timing of
the Chinese Grand Prix safety car, which
denied him and race leader Valtteri Bottas
the chance to stop for tyres without
losing significant track position.

FIAracedirectorCharlieWhitingcalled for
thesafetycar tobedeployedafteracollision
betweenToroRossodriversBrendonHartley
andPierreGasly leftdebrisonthetrack,
decidingagainstavirtual safetycarbecause
itwasnecessarytocreateagap intraffic
toallowmarshalsontothetrack.

Theyellowflagperiodwasconfirmed
justafterBottasandVettelhadpassedthe
safetycar lineon lap31,whichmeantthat
theycouldnotduck intothepits.

Whentheyreachedtheendof thepit
straight thesafetycarwasalreadywaitingfor
them,sotheycouldnotcompleteanother lap
andpitbefore joiningthesafetycarqueue.

Conversely,RedBulldriversMax
VerstappenandDanielRicciardowereable
topit for freshtyres–adecisionthatput

Ricciardo inapositiontowintherace,though
itwasariskymovetobringbothcars inonthe
samelap,withinsecondsofoneanother.

“Ineedtounderstandwhywehadthesafety
carchangingtherace,”saidVettel,whoalso
suggestedFerrarineededtoanalysewhyit
earlier lost trackpositiontoBottas inthepits.

“In2014 inHungarywewere ina
similarsituation,wherethe leaderswere
disadvantagedbecausethesafetycarcame
oncetheypassedthepitentry,or itwas
calledoutafter theypassedthepitentry.

“Iunderstand ifsomethinghappens
andyouhavetoreactstraightawaythen
youcan’talwaysrespectwherecarsare
relativetoeachother.

“Butwehadtwolapsof thedebrisonthe
track,sowhynotcall thesafetycarhalfa
minutesoonerandtheneverybodyhasthe
chancetodecidewhether theypitornot?

“Idon’tknowthegapsbutyouhavetogive
themarshalsaoneandahalfor two-minute
windowtocleanthetrack.Inmypointofview

it’snotright to
senditwhen
youactively
changetherace.”

Whiting insisted
thatsafetywasthepriority,andthat itwasn’t
racecontrol’s jobtoensurenobody lostout
insuchsituations.

“Idon’t looktoseewhoisgoingtobe
advantagedordisadvantaged,”hesaid.

“Youremembera fewyearsago inHungary,
Nico[Rosberg]was leading,the first fourcars
were justpast thepitentry,andtheygot
disadvantaged.That’s fairlystraightforward.
It’sa littlebitofamysterytomewhythishas
all comeintosharpfocus,becausewe’vehad
theVSCsince2015,we’vehadthesafetycar
for20years,andweknowthat inevery
interventiontherewillbewinnersand losers.

“Ifwehavetosit thereandworkoutwhois
goingtobeadvantagedandwork itsoeveryone
hasexactly thesamechance,wedon’thave
timefor that. It’snotour jobtodothat.”

Vettel criticises safetycar timing

S T A T

Valtteri Bottas started his 100th
F1 race in China, taking his
24th podium finishwith

second place
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Teamorders confusioncausedToroshunt

Vettel praises Verstappen
apology after accident Red Bull’s Christian

Horner professed
himself delighted
with the team’s
first victory of the
2018 season, which
was only its ninth
of the V6 turbo hybrid era.
But he also had to defend
Max Verstappen’s latest pair
of incidents, which cost
the Dutchman a chance
atwinning the race.

This should have been
a one-two,withMax
Verstappen ahead, before
hismistakes. Is this
becoming a pattern
withMax this year?
He’s put his hand up, he
apologised to Sebastian, he
did that immediately as they
got out of their cars. I spoke
to Sebastian [Vettel] after the
race and he appreciated that
Max apologised to him. Yes,
he’smade somemistakes.
I remember whenwe had
Sebastian at a similar stage
in his career, it wasn’t
uncommon that he alsomade
somemistakes. I think Max
will have learned a lot from
today. He’ll put that to good
use in the future.

WasMax just too optimistic
in the attempted pass on

Lewis Hamilton
that failed?
Max had a grip
advantage, he got
a better drive, he
found himself on
the outside there

and decided to hang it out
with Lewis, whowas never
going to concede in that
corner easily. Lewis wasmore
generous with Daniel in the
braking area, but Daniel
picked his time differently.

Daniel Ricciardowas close
to not running in qualifying
after the turbo failure in
practice. How important
was the job the teamdid
in getting him out?
I cannot express highly
enoughwhat they achieved
on Saturday, getting that
turned around and out of the
garage 45s before the cut-off.
And there was their work in
the pitstops. Lewis Hamilton
said he didn’t think wewere
operating on the same level
as Mercedes and Ferrari – I
think we’ve demonstrated
very clearly that this team is
very capable of operating on
that level. That was why I sent
Chris Gent, the number one
[mechanic] fromDaniel’s
car, to go and collect the
constructors’ trophy.

WhenPierreGaslyhitToroRossoteam-mate
BrendonHartleyatthehairpin,it lookedlike
Gaslyhadmadeabigmistakewhiletrying
totake18thplace.Butitturnedoutthatthe
collisionwastheresultofabotchedattempt
bythetwoToroRossostoswapplaces.

“Theytoldmeontheradio,‘Brendonisgoing
toletyoupass,attheendofthestraight’,soI

expectedhimtoletmeby,Iwentontheinside,”
saidGasly.“Iexpectedhimtoleavemeabitof
spacetoturn,andfinallywhenhestartedtoturn
likenormallyandIwasontheinside,[it]was
toolateandtherewasnothingIcoulddo.

“Itriedtobrakeandavoidhim,butitwasway
toolate,wemadecontactandbasicallythatwas
it.OnTV,it looksreallybadforme.”

Gaslywasgivena10-secondpenaltyandtwo
pointsonhislicenceforthecollision.Hartley
claimedheplannedtolethimgoattheexit.

“Itwasclearlyabitofmiscommunication,”
saidHartley.“Weswitchedpositionsinthe
firststintaswell.I lethimbyontheexitof
Turn14andthesecondtimeIwasasked,
Iplannedtodothesame.”

Q & A C H R I S T I A N H O R N E R
Red Bull team principal

An on-track collision between
one of the frontrunners andMax
Verstappen is not unfamiliar
territory.What was unexpected
about the incident in which
Verstappen nerfed Sebastian
Vettel out of podium contention
in the Chinese Grand Prix
was that it ended with Vettel
praising his rival post-race.

VerstappencaughtVettel’s
third-placedFerrari13lapsfrom
theendoftheShanghaicontest,
owingtoastrategy inwhich
Verstappentookonfreshtyres
duringasafetycarperiod.

Verstappenmadeamistake
attheTurn14hairpinwhile
tryingtopasstheFerrari,tipping
Vettel intoaspin,butunlikehis
minorwarofwordswithLewis
HamiltonaftertheirBahrain
clash,Verstappenimmediately

said“ofcourseitwasmyfault”
andapologisedtoVettel.

“Hecameupstraightafter,
herealisedthathemadea
mistake,”explainedVettel.
“Hewasquitecomposed.

“Iappreciatethefactthathe
cametomestraightaway.Itold
himthatwasthewaytosolveit,
facetofaceandnotthroughthe
mediaorblowingsomethingup.”

TheFIAstewardsgave
Verstappena10-second
penaltythatdroppedhimfrom
fourthtofifth,andalsoadded
twopointstohislicence,taking
hispenaltytallytofive.

Driversreceiveanautomatic
one-racebaniftheyhit12points
ina12-monthperiod,and
Verstappen’spenaltypoints
tallywillnotdecreaseuntilafter
July’sHungarianGrandPrix.
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Renault driver Nico Hulkenberg won
Formula 1’s ‘best of the rest’ battle
behind the big three teams in both
qualifying and the race in China.

He linedupseventhonthegridandheld
position inthefirststint,committedtoatwo-
stopstrategy.Thesafetycar timingallowed
himtotakethesecondstopfor free,although

hedidhavetorepassKevinMagnussen’s
Haasafter therestart toreclaimseventh
place.Hethencapitalisedonthedamage
sustainedbyVettel totakesixthonlap44.

Hulkenbergalso fell just0.616seconds
shortof jumpingMaxVerstappenfor fifth
oncetheRedBulldriver’s 10spenaltywas
appliedafter thechequeredflag,thanks

tosettinghis fastest lapof theraceon
thefinal tour.

“There is this interestingstatisticofhim
havingstartedseventh inthepastsixraces,”
saidRenaultSportF1bossCyrilAbiteboul.
“Hereally is thebestof therest.A lotofpeople
[refer] tothat titleofbestof therest,but the
onewhodeservesthat title isdefinitelyNico.”

Hulkenbergwins ‘bestof the rest’battle

Alonsoelbows
past Vettel
for seventh
Fernando Alonso maintained
his 100% points-scoring record
in the 2018 season with seventh
place in China, forcing his way
past the ailing Sebastian Vettel
on the penultimate lap.

Vettelwasstrugglingwith
damageafterbeinghitby
MaxVerstappen,withAlonso
attemptingamoveonthe inside
ofTurn1before runningwide
at theexit and forcingVettel to
cutacross the insideofTurn2.

“Hehaddamageonhiscar
sowasrunningverywide in the
corners,so the firstopportunity
I sawthedooropen Iwent for
it,”saidAlonso.“Atonepoint,
the track finishedsohekept
goinguntil therewasgrass; you
needtobackoff atonepoint.”

AlthoughMcLaren’s
qualifyingstrugglescontinued,
Alonso jumped from13thonthe
grid to run11thonthe first lap.

Safetycar timing
hampersHaas
The Haas team came away from
the Chinese Grand Prix with just
one point for KevinMagnussen’s
10th place thanks to the timing
of the safety car.

Magnussenwaswavedpassed
team-mateRomainGrosjeanas
theyranninthand10thinthe
earlystages,withbothplanningto
makeonepitstop.Theytookthe
restartrunningseventhandninth,
butasthosemakingstopsunder
thesafetycardidnotlosetime,
bothwerevulnerabletoattack.

Bothstruggledfortyre
temperatureandGrosjean
quicklyslippedbackto12th
beforestoppingforanewsetof
tyres,whileMagnussenhung
onto10thafterbeingpassedby
NicoHulkenberg,Fernando
AlonsoandCarlosSainz.

“Wewereonthewaytoget
seventh,”saidteamprincipal
GuntherSteiner.“Thesafety
carcameoutatthewrongtime,
butit’sracing.Wewereinthe
wrongplaceatthewrongtime.”

Heextendedhis first stint,
stoppingshortlybefore the
safetycarwasdeployed,
whicheliminatedany
tyre-life advantageagainst
thosehewasracingwith.

Herestarted10th,passing
RomainGrosjeanandKevin
Magnussenbeforemaking
hismoveonVettel.

McLarenTeam-mateStoffel
Vandoornehadadisappointing
race,dropping from14th to16th
at thestart andnevergetting
back intopointscontention.
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1 Vettel 54
2 Hamilton 45
3 Bottas 40
4 Ricciardo 37
5 Raikkonen 30
6 Alonso 22
7 Hulkenberg 22
8 Verstappen 18
9 Gasly 12
10 Magnussen 11
11 Vandoorne 6
12 Sainz 3
13 Ericsson 2
14 Ocon 1
15 Perez 0
16 Leclerc 0
17 Hartley 0
18 Stroll 0
19 Grosjean 0
20 Sirotkin 0

1 Mercedes 85
2 Ferrari 84
3 Red Bull 55
4 McLaren 28
5 Renault 25
6 Toro Rosso 12
7 Haas 11
8 Sauber 2
9 Force India 1
10 Williams 0

Hamilton 1 2 Bottas
Vettel 2 1 Raikkonen
Ricciardo 1 2 Verstappen
Perez 2 1 Ocon
Stroll 1 2 Sirotkin
Hulkenberg 3 0 Sainz
Gasly 1 2 Hartley
Grosjean 1 2 Magnussen
Vandoorne 0 3 Alonso
Ericsson 2 1 Leclerc

11 Magnussen #20
1m32.986s

12 Ocon #31
1m33.057s

13 Alonso #14
1m33.232s

15 Hartley #28
1m33.795s

17 Gasly #10
1m34.101s

19 Leclerc #16
1m34.454s

14 Vandoorne #2
1m33.505s

16 Sirotkin #35
1m34.062s

18 Stroll #18
1m34.285s

20 Ericsson #9
1m34.914s

Ricciardo 2
Bottas 1

Vettel 2
Ricciardo 1

Vettel 2
Hamilton 1

POS DRIVER TIME

1 Vettel 1m32.171s
2 Raikkonen 1m32.474s
3 Bottas 1m32.921s
4 Verstappen 1m32.932s
5 Grosjean 1m33.238s
6 Hamilton 1m33.283s
7 Sainz 1m33.315s
8 Magnussen 1m33.359s
9 Alonso 1m33.428s
10 Perez 1m33.464s
11 Hulkenberg 1m33.545s
12 Ocon 1m33.585s
13 Vandoorne 1m33.824s
14 Ricciardo 1m33.877s
15 Hartley 1m34.013s
16 Sirotkin 1m34.062s
17 Gasly 1m34.101s
18 Stroll 1m34.285s
19 Leclerc 1m34.454s
20 Ericsson 1m34.914s

POS DRIVER TIME

1 Hamilton 1m33.999s
2 Raikkonen 1m34.358s
3 Bottas 1m34.457s
4 Ricciardo 1m34.537s
5 Verstappen 1m34.668s
6 Vettel 1m34.861s
7 Magnussen 1m35.178s
8 Sainz 1m35.616s
9 Grosjean 1m35.718s
10 Hulkenberg 1m35.800s
11 Gasly 1m36.037s
12 Alonso 1m36.044s
13 Perez 1m36.051s
14 Ocon 1m36.351s
15 Sirotkin 1m36.691s
16 Hartley 1m36.715s
17 Leclerc 1m36.723s
18 Vandoorne 1m36.756s
19 Ericsson 1m36.909s
20 Stroll 1m37.277s

POS DRIVER TIME

1 Hamilton 1m33.482s
2 Raikkonen 1m33.489s
3 Bottas 1m33.515s
4 Vettel 1m33.590s
5 Verstappen 1m33.823s
6 Hulkenberg 1m34.313s
7 Magnussen 1m34.458s
8 Sainz 1m34.473s
9 Ricciardo 1m34.557s
10 Alonso 1m34.632s
11 Perez 1m34.792s
12 Gasly 1m34.849s
13 Ocon 1m34.874s
14 Vandoorne 1m35.163s
15 Hartley 1m35.333s
16 Sirotkin 1m35.340s
17 Ericsson 1m35.624s
18 Leclerc 1m35.916s
19 Grosjean 1m36.471s
20 Stroll 1m37.147s

POS DRIVER TIME

1 Vettel 1m33.018s
2 Raikkonen 1m33.469s
3 Bottas 1m33.761s
4 Verstappen 1m33.969s
5 Hamilton 1m34.057s
6 Magnussen 1m34.329s
7 Perez 1m34.445s
8 Ocon 1m34.456s
9 Sainz 1m34.582s
10 Sirotkin 1m34.741s
11 Hulkenberg 1m34.841s
12 Alonso 1m34.851s
13 Vandoorne 1m34.977s
14 Hartley 1m34.991s
15 Ricciardo 1m35.061s
16 Gasly 1m35.079s
17 Stroll 1m35.375s
18 Leclerc 1m35.497s
19 Ericsson 1m35.679s
20 Grosjean 1m35.756s

POS DRIVER TIME

1 Hamilton 1m31.914s
2 Bottas 1m32.063s
3 Raikkonen 1m32.286s
4 Vettel 1m32.385s
5 Hulkenberg 1m32.494s
6 Grosjean 1m32.524s
7 Ricciardo 1m32.688s
8 Verstappen 1m32.809s
9 Perez 1m32.931s
10 Sainz 1m32.970s
11 Magnussen 1m32.986s
12 Ocon 1m33.057s
13 Alonso 1m33.232s
14 Vandoorne 1m33.505s
15 Hartley 1m33.795s

POS DRIVER TIME

1 Vettel 1m31.095s
2 Raikkonen 1m31.182s
3 Bottas 1m31.625s
4 Hamilton 1m31.675s
5 Verstappen 1m31.796s
6 Ricciardo 1m31.948s
7 Hulkenberg 1m32.532s
8 Perez 1m32.758s
9 Sainz 1m32.819s
10 Grosjean 1m32.855s

Q U A L I F Y I N G 1 Q U A L I F Y I N G 2 Q U A L I F Y I N G 3

F R E E P R A C T I C E 1

S P E E D T R A P

F R E E P R A C T I C E 2 F R E E P R A C T I C E 3

WEATHER 18C, overcast

WEATHER 13C, overcast

WEATHER 18C, overcast/late rain WEATHER 12C, overcast

11 

S E A S O N S T A T S

DRIVERS’CHAMPIONSHIP

CONSTRUCTORS’CHAMPIONSHIP

QUALIFYINGBATTLE

Ferrari
Mercedes

Force India
Haas

Toro Rosso
McLaren
Sauber
Renault
Red Bull
Williams

200.0mph
201.8mph

202.1mph
202.1mph
202.1mph

203.9mph
203.9mph

204.8mph
205.7mph

199.8mph

WINS

FASTESTLAPS

POLEPOSITIONS



A P R I L 19 2 018 AUTOSPORT.COM 2 9

Motorsport Stats is the pre-eminent provider of motorsport data to media owners, rights-holders,
bookmakers and sponsors. Its data services are founded on the world’s largest repository of racing
results dating back to 1897. For more information contact sales@motorsportstats.com

POWERED BY

1 Vettel #5
1m31.095s

2 Raikkonen #7
1m31.182s

3 Bottas #77
1m31.625s

5 Verstappen #33
1m31.796s

7 Hulkenberg #27
1m32.532s

9 Sainz #55
1m32.819s

4 Hamilton #44
1m31.675s

6 Ricciardo #3
1m31.948s

8 Perez #11
1m32.758s

10 Grosjean #8
1m32.855s

Vettel

Raikkonen

Bottas

Hamilton

Verstappen

Ricciardo

Hulkenberg

Perez

Sainz

Grosjean

Magnussen

Ocon

Alonso

Vandoorne

Hartley

Sirotkin

Gasly

Stroll

Leclerc

Ericsson

POS DRIVER TEAM FINISHTIME LED TYRES

1 Daniel Ricciardo (AUS) RedBull-Renault 1h35m36.380s 12 USu,Mn,Sn
2 Valtteri Bottas (FIN) Mercedes +8.894s 18 Su,Mn,
3 Kimi Raikkonen (FIN) Ferrari +9.637s 6 Su,Mn,
4 Lewis Hamilton (GB) Mercedes +16.985s Su,Mn,
5 Max Verstappen (NL) Red Bull-Renault +20.436s USu,Mn,Sn
6 Nico Hulkenberg (D) Renault +21.052s USu,Mn,Sn
7 Fernando Alonso (E) McLaren-Renault +30.639s Sn,Mn,
8 Sebastian Vettel (D) Ferrari +35.286s 20 Su,Mn,
9 Carlos Sainz (E) Renault +35.763s USu,Mn,Sn

10 Kevin Magnussen (DK) Haas-Ferrari +39.594s Su,Mn,
11 Esteban Ocon (F) Force India-Mercedes +44.050s Sn,Sn,USn
12 Sergio Perez (MEX) Force India-Mercedes +44.725s USu,Sn,Sn
13 Stoffel Vandoorne (B) McLaren-Renault +49.373s Sn,Mn
14 Lance Stroll (CDN) Williams-Mercedes +55.490s Sn,Mn
15 Sergey Sirotkin (RUS) Williams-Mercedes +58.241s Sn,Mn,Su
16 Marcus Ericsson (S) Sauber-Ferrari +1m02.604s Sn,Mn
17 Romain Grosjean (F) Haas-Ferrari +1m05.296s USu,Mn,USu
18 Pierre Gasly (F) Toro Rosso-Honda +1m06.330s Mn,Sn,USn
19 Charles Leclerc (MC) Sauber-Ferrari +1m22.575s Sn,Mn
R Brendon Hartley (NZ) Toro Rosso-Honda 51 laps-gearbox USn,Mn,Sn

POS DRIVER TIME GAP LAP

1 Ricciardo 1m35.785s - 55
2 Verstappen 1m36.206s +0.421s 50
3 Raikkonen 1m36.456s +0.671s 48
4 Hamilton 1m36.878s +1.093s 20
5 Hulkenberg 1m36.881s +1.096s 56
6 Bottas 1m36.987s +1.202s 50
7 Alonso 1m37.234s +1.449s 56
8 Grosjean 1m37.410s +1.625s 51
9 Vettel 1m37.479s +1.694s 24

10 Perez 1m37.673s +1.888s 54
11 Sainz 1m37.754s +1.969s 54
12 Ocon 1m37.985s +2.200s 47
13 Vandoorne 1m38.137s +2.352s 54
14 Magnussen 1m38.152s +2.367s 54
15 Gasly 1m38.367s +2.582s 54
16 Ericsson 1m38.386s +2.601s 52
17 Stroll 1m38.500s +2.715s 54
18 Sirotkin 1m38.624s +2.839s 47
19 Leclerc 1m38.808s +3.023s 23
20 Hartley 1m39.376s +3.591s 50

R A C E R E S U L T S 56 laps – 189.57 miles FA S T E S T L A P S

R A C E B R I E F I N G

L A P C H A R T What happened, when

7   #27

WEATHER 20C, sunny TYRES n - New set u - Used set Available | SH - Superhard H - Hard M - Medium S - Soft SS - Supersoft US - Ultrasoft HS - Hypersoft Int - Intermediate W - Wet

WINNER’S AVERAGE SPEED 118.968mph FASTEST LAP AVERAGE SPEED 127.307mph

GRID PENALTIES
ERICSSON Five-place
penalty and three
penalty points for
failing to slow for double
waved yellow flags

RACE PENALTIES
GASLY 10-second penalty
and two penalty points
for colliding with Hartley
VERSTAPPEN 10s penalty
and two penalty points
for colliding with Vettel

S T A R T I N G G R I D

Pitstop Crash Mechanical failure Spin Penalty Car lapped Safety car

LAP 10 LAP 15 LAP 20 LAP 25 LAP 30 LAP 35 LAP 40 LAP 45 LAP 50 LAP 55LAP 5

S T A T

Daniel Ricciardo’s success
was his sixthworld
championship
GP victory

6
N E X T R A C E

A P R I L 2 9
A Z E R B A I J A N G P

Baku, Azerbaijan
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LEWIS HAMILTON

S E R G I O P E R E Z

S E B A S T I A N V E T T E L

L A N C E S T R O L L

DA N I E L R I C C I A R D O

N I C O H U L K E N B E R G

VALT TERI BOT TAS

E S T E B A N O C O N

K I M I R A I K KO N E N

S E R G E Y S I R O T K I N

M A X V E R S TA P P E N

C A R L O S S A I N Z

M E R C E D E S

F O R C E I N D I A

F E R R A R I

W I L L I A M S

R E D B U L L

R E N A U L T

Bottas had
themeasure
of Hamilton
in qualifying

and the race, and
would havewon had
the textbookexecution
of an undercut pass
not been cancelled
out by the safety car.
To be hyper-critical,
maybe he could
have defended
more aggressively
against Ricciardo.

AlthoughOcon
was four places
behind Perez in
qualifying, this

exaggerated a gap that
was only 0.126s based
onQ2 times. Ocon had
a good run in the race,
but time lost battling
Grosjean cost him
a little. Even so, the
Force Indiawasn’t
a points car onmerit,
and hewas 11th so
it’s hard to fault him.

Had the pace
to be Ferrari’s
leadingman
before losing

time on the back
straight on his final
run.Was a little timid
in Turn 1 and lost a
place, butwasn’t to
blame for a strategy
that compromised his
race to help Vettel. The
safety car helped him
regain ground, and
thirdwas a fair reward.

Amighty first Q1
lap put him in
Q2 contention,
although a gust

of wind at Turn 6 cost
him the time needed
to slip into Q2. But he
still had 0.223s over
Stroll and looked
impressive. The race
didn’t go sowell, and
after a difficult first lap
he later struggled on
softs following a
second stop.

Verstappenwas
certainly quick,
but he threw
away a chance at

victory. Trying to go
aroundHamilton on
the dirty line at Turn 7
was foolhardy and
clattering Vettel was
clumsy. It’s all well
and good being very
quick, but he needs
to complement it with
Ricciardo-esque good
racing judgement.

Sainzwas 0.287s
off Hulkenberg in
qualifying, partly
mitigated by the

yellow flag that forced
him to use a second
set of ultrasofts in Q1
with the knock-on
effect of restricting
him to oneQ3 run.
Being pushedwide
by Ricciardo at Turn 6
undid a good start,
but he drove a decent
race to bag points.

This was a
weekend
when the usual
Lewis Hamilton

didn’t turn up. Hewas
decent, but lacked
his usual spark and
admitted the car
seemed to turn upside
down for himbetween
Friday and Saturday.
Qualifyingwas better
than the race, but he
still came awaywith a
solid result on Sunday.

Perez’s quali
performance
lookedmighty
in a Force India

that apparently has a
fundamental problem.
He flirtedwith the
points in the race
andwas let past
Ocon to have a go at
Magnussen before
having to let his
team-mate back
past after failing to
challenge theHaas.

Vettel looked
set to lose out
to Raikkonen in
qualifying, but

then delivered the lap
he needed for pole.
Drovewell in the first
stint and, while he lost
the lead to a Bottas
undercut, his in-lap
didn’t compare too
badly. The safety car
timing and being hit
by Verstappen ruined
a good race drive.

Looked very
much the
number two
Williams driver

after qualifying, but
his weekend came
alivewhen he put in
a great first lap to rise
from18th to 12th.
Although the car never
looked like a points
threat, without the
safety car he could
have been a couple
of places better off.

This victory
was classic
Ricciardo,
demanding

he be decisive as he
climbed from sixth to
first in just nine laps.
The only real criticism
is that he fell 0.152s
short of Verstappen in
quali, so he needed his
team-mate to throw
away track position to
win, but he can be
forgiven for that.

Hulkenberg,
was in a class
of his own as
best of the

rest throughout the
weekend andwas
rewardedwith the
best possible results
in both qualifying and
the race. Themain
pressure point was on
a tricky first lap, but he
was able to hold onto
his position and drive
faultlessly from there.

R O L L I C K I N G R I C C I A R D O
C R A S H E S M E R C E D E S ’ PA R T Y

Valtteri Bottas earns top marks for a performance that should have won him
the race, but for an ill-timed safety car that let Daniel Ricciardo strut his stuff

E D D S T R A W
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Chinese GP charge
was an example of
‘classic Ricciardo’

P I E R R E GA S LY

M A R C U S E R I C S S O N

R O M A I N G R O S J E A N S T O F F E L VA N D O O R N EB R E N D O N H A R T L E Y

C H A R L E S L E C L E R C

K E V I N M AG N U S S E N F E R N A N D O A L O N S O

T O R O R O S S O

S A U B E R

H A A S M C L A R E N

Hartleywon
the Toro Rosso
qualifying battle,
lapping 0.088s

faster in Q1 tomake
Q2. He struggledwith
the ultrasoft in the
first stint and had
to let Gasly past.
Hewas about to do
so again thanks to
lapping slower on
the same tyreswhen
hewas thumped by
his team-mate.

Despite the spin,
Leclercwas
much happier
with his quali

performance even
though hewas only
ahead of Ericsson. He
had a decent first stint,
running ahead of
Gasly and Ericsson
before looping into the
gravel after changing
tyres. Damaged floor
then stymied the
rest of his race.

Missed out onQ3
by 0.016s, and
really should
have been in the

top 10. But itmeant
he didn’t have to start
on the ultrasofts. The
safety car undermined
his one-stop strategy
and cost a better
finish, but unlike
team-mate Grosjean
he did a great job to
hang on and salvage
a point on old rubber.

TheMcLaren
didn’t have the
pace tomake
Q3, and Alonso

had his usual gap
to Vandoorne on
Saturday afternoon.
In the race hewas
his usual relentless
self, showing good
command of the
race situation and
capitalising on Vettel’s
damage to earn the
best possible result.

Following a
gently promising
Friday, Gasly
struggledwith

set-up on Saturday.
He lost the qualifying
battle to Hartley,
and in the race the
car wasn’t a points
contender. Clattering
his team-mate looked
ham-fisted, but
was the result of a
mismanaged attempt
to swap positions.

Evenwithout the
grid penalty for
not respecting
double-waved

yellowswhen Leclerc
spun, Ericssonwould
have been last after
locking up at the
hairpin and losing 0.5s
on his final Q1 lap. He
drove another tidy
one-stop race, but
never gained enough
track position to be
a points threat.

Bounced back
froma difficult
time in practice
tomakeQ3.

In the race, hewas
always battling tyre
degradation; lost
places at the restart,
losing any chance of
mitigating the damage
done by the safety
car. His team-mate
showed the situation
could have been
redeemed.

Lapped 0.273s
off Alonso in
qualifying,
although that

gapwas exaggerated
by bothMcLaren
drivers only having
one proper Q2 run
each and Vandoorne
having to do his run
earlier in the session.
After losing places at
the start Vandoorne
never got back into
points contention.
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Bird chased Rosenqvist
until the Swede retired
from the lead

Bird tops Formula E’s new
pecking order in Rome

The Briton seized full advantage of his rivals’misfortunes to
take victory in the Italian capital and move into second place
in the chase to be the electric racing series’ next champion

A L E X K A L I N A U C K A S
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ith three different title
winners from its first
three seasons, it’s fair
to say that Formula E
certainly has that prized

motorsport trait: success diversity.
And as the electric championship heads

into the business end of its fourth season,
it’s looking increasingly likely that a fourth
different champion will be crowned.While
the first three FE title winners – Nelson
Piquet Jr, Sebastien Buemi and Lucas di
Grassi – have struggled to find success
in the latest campaign for various reasons,
three other drivers have been racking up
the points and podium visits.
Heading to Rome for FE’s first visit

to the Eternal City – with a pre-event
personal blessing from the Pope, naturally –
Techeetah driver Jean-Eric Vergne enjoyed
a 30-point lead over Mahindra Racing’s

Felix Rosenqvist, while Sam Bird (Virgin
Racing) sat a further three adrift in third.
On race day in Rome, each member of

the trio had wildly contrasting fortunes.
Rosenqvist, the winner of two races from
this campaign’s first three events, was
undoubtedly the driver to beat around
the Circuito Cittadino Dell’EUR – an
all-new 1.76-mile track (the second
longest on the current FE schedule after
Marrakech) set in Rome’s residential and
business EUR district and surrounded
by imposing fascist-era architecture.

The Swede set the fastest time across
the two practice sessions – which were
disrupted by two crashes for Virgin’s Alex
Lynn – and then claimed pole position
with a mighty lap, flinging his car at the
prominent kerbs and close barriers built
into the tight and twisty final sector, his
margin to fellow front-row starter Bird

W
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Energy problem
and then a pile-up

cost Turvey
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as the Briton inherited the lead and a
comfortable advantage over the chasing
pack with 11 laps remaining. But there was
more drama to come thanks to the variety
of energy management strategies in use.
The most spectacular approach was

arguably that of Dragon driver Jerome
D’Ambrosio, who saved enough energy
throughout the first stint (including by
intentionally not hitting the power at
the start and simply rolling off the line,
even though that meant falling to last)
to run two laps longer than anyone else.
His reward: seventh place at the finish,
a positive result given that his race
had been compromised by a team time
“miscalculation”, meaning he did not cross
the line to start a flying lap in qualifying.
Antonio Felix da Costa went the other way

and pitted a lap earlier than the rest of the
field following some attacking driving in the
early stages from 20th on the grid as a result
of his own qualifying woe (see page 36).

But the different approach taken by the
rest of the frontrunners outside Rosenqvist,
Bird and Buemi (who had run sixth in the
first stint before rising to third thanks to
the early-stop tactic), was to go one lap
further and then attack in the second half
of the race. This was the strategy of Jaguar’s
Mitch Evans, Techeetah driver Andre
Lotterer and Audi pair di Grassi and Daniel
Abt. One driver to fall out of the battle for
third – having been right among it early
on – was NIO’s Oliver Turvey, who leaped
up to fifth with a smart move around the
outside of the first corner before suddenly
falling down the order as he approached

a massive 0.676 seconds.
When the race got underway on Saturday

afternoon – with the startline set on the
far side of the circuit near the obelisk in the
Piazza GuglielmoMarconi – Rosenqvist
looked like he would simply run away with
it. For lap after lap he edged away from Bird,
with the leading duo on the same strategy
to run until lap 16 of the 33-tour race.

At one point Rosenqvist’s advantage
was up to 3.3s before Bird reeled him again
as they approached their pitstops, which
were yet again the subject of discussion
ahead of the race after the FIA installed
new cameras above each driver’s second
car to monitor their swaps (see page 36).

But nothing untoward hindered
Rosenqvist or Bird as they switched to
their second machines, and it seemed
for a moment as if they would continue
their escape/chase routine across the
second half. Then all hell broke loose.

First the race had to be neutralised with
a full-course yellow after Lynn spun off the
road at Turn 10 and was unable to get going
again due to an as-yet-unknown technical
problem. And when it resumed, Bird was
all over the rear of Rosenqvist’s car. He
mounted an attack heading into the uphill
left-hander of Turn 9 – one of the track’s
most spectacular as it followed two major
bumps that caused the cars to jump as they
shot over the hill crest, with the drivers
having to immediately hit the brakes on
landing – but could not get by.

Then on lap 22 a horribly familiar feeling
hit the Mahindra team as the TV coverage
cut to Rosenqvist pulling over to the side
of the road and stopping – just two races
on from a similar scenario playing out in
Mexico, when he led from pole and was
stymied by a battery system issue.

But it was clear to see what had happened
this time around as Rosenqvist’s left-rear
wheel sat at an odd angle, the result of a
sudden suspension failure. In the immediate
aftermath of the race he was at a loss to
explain why this had occurred. A heavy
kerb-strike at the Turn 18/19 penultimate
chicane was thought to be the most likely
cause, but the 26-year-old, who had been so
spectacular at attacking the kerbs throughout
the day, insisted he had not done anything
differently on the lap in question.

“We have to find out what was wrong and
if there is something wrong in the design, if
we have to take less kerb or if I was driving
too much over the kerb, I don’t know,”he
said.“It was the one in Turn 18 [that I hit]
– exiting the chicane. It’s not really the
one you hit a lot. I would say there are other
kerbs on the track that have a bigger impact,
so for me it was quite strange to have [it]
happen there. I don’t know exactly which
part of the suspension [broke] – I lost drive
as my driveshaft went out the gearbox and
I couldn’t continue. So, that’s why I had
to park it immediately.”

Rosenqvist’s loss was Bird’s big gain,
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Rosenqvist
takes control
at the start
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his pitstop due to a sudden lack of energy,
despite“everything [being] on target”.

Turvey’s problems meant he was very
slow on his final lap in his first car and got
caught up in a bizarre (and brief) pile-up at
the hairpin. A tap from the inside-attacking
Jose Maria Lopez knocked him into the
outside-attacking Nick Heidfeld, trapping
the NIO and Mahindra-run cars against
the barrier, after which Luca Filippi and
Edoardo Mortara clattered into the back
of them before all were able to escape.
Armed with an energy advantage, Evans

and di Grassi – who had fought his way past
Lotterer and then Buemi with a pair of bold
passes – were coming back at Rosenqvist
and Bird when the former retired.
Rosenqvist’s exit helped Bird twice: with

his car stricken metres beyond the finish
line, a second FCY was needed to recover
it. This allowed Bird to save energy, after
which Evans was“completely destroyed”.
“I had used a lot to catch up to him [Bird],
then the second one completely saved
him”, the New Zealander later explained.

Evans had“one opportunity to pass”
Bird, which came at Turn 9, followed by
the run to 10 on lap 29, but he could not
pull it off and fell into the clutches of
di Grassi – giving Bird what would
become crucial breathing space.

“I used way too much energy on that
lap and it was a downward spiral from
there,” said Evans, as di Grassi seized
second two laps later with a successful
attack over the Turn 9 bumps.
“I turned just before the jump, went on

the inside and then during the jump I was
already on the inside when we landed,” said
di Grassi.“They could not change their

Back in 2012 Romewas announced
as the first European city to join
Formula E’s preliminary calendar
for its inaugural season in 2014/15 –
alongside an appearance by the series’
initial show car at the Colosseum.
The race never happened for that

campaign, but last weekend Rome
became the 18th urban centre to host
a race, withmayor Virginia Raggi and
a host of stars – including actor Sienna
Miller, up-and-coming cyclist Gianni
Moscon, Flavio Briatore and Giancarlo
Fisichella – in attendance. Felipe
Massa also appeared to reiterate
his desire to find an FE race seat.
“Romewas the first [European city

where Formula E intended to race] and
that’s a fact,” said FE CEO Alejandro Agag.
“There were a lot of press there, we did
a press conference five years ago, both
presidents [the FIA’s Jean Todt and

the Automobile Club d’Italia’s Angelo
Sticchi Damiani] were there and it was
our first city that we dreamed to race at.
Finally wemade it a reality – so that is
huge for us – finally [having] our race
in Rome, our first love.”
Andmany Romans loved FE back.

The Circuito Cittadino Dell’EURwas
packedwith fans on race day, creating
a brilliant atmosphere to complement
the track that wrapped around the
EUR district. Even if Felix Rosenqvist
hadwaltzed to thewin, such a fine
performancewould have honoured the
specular circuit – comfortably one of FE’s
finest thanks to its elevation changes,
width variety, and bumps and jumps.
“Romewas fantastic, the crowdwas

delighted – and so I’m delighted for the
championship, for Alejandro – because
it’s a great achievement,” said Renault
e.dams teamprinciple Jean-Paul Driot.

F O R M U L A E R E S P L E N D E N T I N R O M E
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Lotterer took
second podium
of rookie seasonST
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the right time, and it worked out well.”
Evans’ result was poor reward for his

shining performance – which included
his best-ever qualifying position of
third – in Rome. He forcefully rebuffed
Lotterer’s attacks at Turns 9 and 10 on
laps 31 and 32, but could not respond
on the final tour and had to“creep”
back to finish ninth at the line.

Lotterer headed Abt in fourth, with
Buemi fading to sixth after having a“not
normal”energy problem, according to
Renault e.dams team boss Jean-Paul Driot.

line in the air, and that was the strategy
I used to overtake Mitch and Andre.”

Di Grassi chased after Bird but ended up
0.970s adrift as Bird took his seventh FE
victory and moved into a clear second place
on the all-time win list behind Buemi’s 12.

“I honestly didn’t think I’d be sitting
here [with the win] today,” said Bird.
“When I saw the pace of Felix I thought
the best I could hope for was second
place. I knew Lucas would be hunting
on the last lap, so it was a case of
putting my car in the right place at

P I Q U E T O V E R D O E S I T
Nelson Piquet Jr (above) was given
a suspended three-place grid penalty
for completing more than the permitted
six laps during shakedown. The ruling
will come into effect if the Brazilian
repeats the offence at any other race
this season. After qualifying down in
13th due to a lock-up at the hairpin
on his flying lap, Piquet retired from
the race when he stopped in the pitlane
moments after his car swap due to
his seatbelts coming undone.

P I T L A N E D U S T U P
Jose Maria Lopez and Antonio Felix da
Costa were involved in a bizarre pitlane
crash during qualifying that stopped
them both from setting a time in that
session. Lopez emerged from his garage
a fraction before da Costa pulled away,
and the latter speared into the side of
the Dragon-run car, pinning it against
the pitwall. Da Costa was handed a
10-place grid penalty as a result (he
served a 10-second penalty during the
race instead after starting last anyway),
with his Andretti squad fined €10,000.

L O T T E R E R L E A R N I N G
Andre Lotterer scored the second
podium of his rookie Formula E
season and felt he could have done
even better had he not saved too
much energy in the second stint.
“[I’m] still learning a lot about how to
race perfectly in Formula E,” he said.

T H E F I A I S W A T C H I N G
Governing body the FIA installed cameras
above each driver’s second car to
monitor their car-swap procedure. The
move follows incidents at recent races
after the removal of theminimumpitstop
time, and a clarification of the rules in
Punta del Este. Lucas di Grassi’s camera
detected a possible issue with his swap,
but the reigning champion and his Audi
teamwere cleared of wrongdoing.

I N T H E H E A D L I N E S
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RESULTS ROUND 6/10, ROME (I), APRIL 14 (33 LAPS – 59.235 MILES)

Bird thought the best
he’d get was second,

so was delighted to win

Di Grassi chased
hard but had to
settle for second
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POS DRIVER TEAM/CAR TIME

1 SamBird(GB) DSVirginRacing/DSVirginDSV-03 58m20.656s

2 LucasdiGrassi(BR) AudiSportAbt/Audie-tronFE04 +0.970s

3 AndreLotterer(D) Techeetah/RenaultZ.E.17 +9.518s

4 DanielAbt(D) AudiSportAbt/Audie-tronFE04 +10.167s

5 Jean-EricVergne(F) Techeetah/RenaultZ.E.17 +17.444s

6 SebastienBuemi(CH) Renaulte.dams/RenaultZ.E.17 +19.835s

7 Jeromed’Ambrosio(B) DragonRacing/PenskeEV-2 +24.379s

8 MaroEngel(D) Venturi/VenturiVM200-FE-03 +26.350s

9 MitchEvans(NZ) Jaguar/JaguarI-type2 +37.709s

10 EdoardoMortara(I) Venturi/VenturiVM200-FE-03 +40.739s

11 AntonioFelixdaCosta(P) Andretti/AndrettiATEC-03 +42.680s

12 OliverTurvey(GB) NIO/NextEVNIO003 +48.833s

13 LucaFilippi(I) NIO/NextEVNIO003 +49.331s

14 NicolasProst(F) Renaulte.dams/RenaultZ.E.17 +1m13.880s

15 TomBlomqvist(GB) Andretti/AndrettiATEC-03 +1m31.832s

16 NickHeidfeld(D) MahindraRacing/MahindraM4ELECTRO +1m44.774s

17 JoseMariaLopez(RA) DragonRacing/PenskeEV-2 -4laps

R FelixRosenqvist(S) MahindraRacing/MahindraM4ELECTRO 22laps-suspension

R NelsonPiquetJr(BR) Jaguar/JaguarI-type2 18laps-seatbelts

R AlexLynn(GB) DSVirginRacing/DSVirginDSV-03 15laps-technical

Winner’saveragespeed60.916mph.FastestlapAbt1m37.910s,65.342mph.

SUPERPOLE1Rosenqvist1m36.311s;2Bird1m36.987s;3Evans1m37.199s;4Lotterer1m37.235s;5Buemi1m37.817s.
QUALIFYING1Lotterer1m36.593s;2Rosenqvist1m36.683s;3Buemi1m36.732s;4Bird1m36.901s;5Evans1m36.911s;
6diGrassi1m36.973s;7Turvey1m37.045s;8Vergne1m37.055s;9Abt1m37.117s;10Heidfeld1m37.365s;
11Lynn1m37.546s;12Blomqvist1m37.561s;13Piquet1m38.066s;14Engel1m38.212s;15Prost1m38.410s;
16d’Ambrosio1m42.003s;17Mortara1m47.802s;18Filippi2m09.829s;19Lopeznotime;20daCostanotime.

CHAMPIONSHIP1Vergne119;2Bird101;3Rosenqvist82;4Buemi60;5Abt50;6Piquet45;7Evans43;8diGrassi39;
9Lotterer33;10Turvey32

For Vernge, the Rome race was a
subdued affair. After missing superpole,
he started eighth and survived being hit
hard up the rear by Lynn on the opening
lap. Although he was more attacking in
the second half of the race, he would
have finished seventh had Rosenqvist
and Evans not had their issues.
“I was very slow today,”he conceded.

“I need to understand why and I need to
work to maintain the car better for [the
next round in] Paris.”
Vergne insisted that injured ligaments

in his left hand – sustained during Friday
car-swap practice – did not hold him
back, while his team boss Mark Preston
reckoned the disrupted practices that
stopped the Frenchman from doing
a 200kW-lap qualifying simulation
cost him crucial momentum.
“[Later in the race he was] probably just

being conservative and making sure he got
home with points and realising who he was
racing and just waiting for the right times
that maybe didn’t occur,”Preston explained.
The result means that Vergne’s lead is

now 18 points over Bird, with Rosenqvist
down to third, 19 further back. The battle
to be FE’s newest champion is finely poised
heading into the final five races – and, as
Rosenqvist’s failure proves, it’s pointless
to predict who will come out on top at
the end of the season.
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Rossi wasn’t going to let it all slip away in
the deciding laps.While second-placed
Power threw everything he had – including
vast reserves of carefully stored push-to-
pass boost – at the task, he could only
match the leader. He was never close
enough, even for a do-or-die attack at any
point around the classic 1.968-mile track.

And if he had?“We had a bit in reserve,
no doubt about it,” said a modest but
clearly elated Rossi.“I was happy with
the gap to second. I knew where and how
much push-to-passWill was using. He
definitely started those nine laps with
more than we did, and I let him burn it
out a bit. But yeah, we had enough pace
in reserve if we absolutely had to use it.”
If you can call it good fortune, the yellows

didn’t go against Rossi, even if they did
eliminate his lead at times. Also working in
his favour was Honda power and driveability
out of the final 35mph hairpin, Turn 11.

“Turn 11 is kind of the most important
corner on the track because it leads on to
the longest straight, so we put quite a bit
of focus on that throughout the weekend,
even for a qualifying lap to be able to get
good drive out of there,” said Rossi.“And
the Honda engines have pretty amazing
driveability, and that allowed me to do
what we were doing today.
“But then you have to not only get

a good drive out of the last corner, but
you have to be quick on cold tyres and
all those things, and in order to do that,
you have to have a car that allows you to.

here were tales of woe and
what might have been up and
down the paddock after last
Sunday’s 44th Grand Prix of
Long Beach. But the truth is

that they were all – the realists, anyway –
ruing missed opportunities to finish second.
The winner was never really in doubt. Only
a shunt or an ill-timed caution period could
have thrown Alexander Rossi off course.
Had the race gone caution-free, he would
have won by an even greater margin.
The Andretti Autosport-Honda driver

led every session bar Friday morning’s, and
looked completely unruffled in the nine-lap
shootout at the end when he came under
attack from Team Penske-Chevrolet’s Will
Power. Having taken pole by 0.35 seconds,

Rossi rises above
the street fighters

Lots of action and star performers made the Long Beach IndyCar race a good one,
but there was never any doubt about the eventual winner

D AV I D M A L S H E R

T
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Jones arrived in
Long Beach needing
a confidence boost

I N DY C A R L O N G B E A C H R A C E C E N T R E

And obviously I did all weekend…”
Aside from fifth-starting Graham Rahal

punting third-place man Simon Pagenaud
into the wall and retirement at Turn 1 on lap
one, the racing at Long Beach was clean in
the first half of the event – which is not to
say it was devoid of action.While the 2018
aerokit has made the cars much more
fuel-efficient and several teams were sure
the 85-lap race would require only two
stops, the smart ones split strategies,
with some going for three stops.

Josef Newgarden, for example, started
‘only’ sixth having bashed a wall hard in
the Firestone Fast Six final segment of
qualifying, and would make three stops,
while Penske team-mate Power was on
a two-stopper. That meant Power was in
fuel-save mode for much of the opening
stint, ahead of Scott Dixon’s Chip Ganassi
Racing-Honda and Sebastien Bourdais,
who had moved up from ninth on the
grid using the primary tyres.

The Dale Coyne Racing driver wasn’t the
highest starter on the harder compound;
that was Ryan Hunter-Reay, who would
likely have joined Andretti Autosport
team-mate Rossi on the front row had he
not been penalised for a pit exit violation
in Q2 on Saturday and relegated to seventh.
However, the 2010 Long Beach winner’s
weekend got even worse when he left his
front wing alongside Dixon’s rear wheel
into Turn 1, made contact and suffered
damage, obliging him to pit under the
yellow caused by Pagenaud’s accident.

Hunter-Reay’s demotion, along with

IF YOU COULD TEAR YOUR EYES AWAY
from the Alexander Rossi v Will Power
duel at the front, or anticipating what
fatemight yet hurl at Sebastien Bourdais
and Ryan Hunter-Reay, one of themost
entertaining battles during the closing
stages in Long Beachwas that between
Chip Ganassi Racing’s IndyCar sophomore
Ed Jones and the Andretti Autosport
rookie Zach Veach.
Each had a fairly anonymousweekend

in the St Petersburg opener in March.
Jones ran in the top five at Phoenix in
round two but then shunted, so both
arrived at the third event needing
confidence boosts.
“I’ve been happywithmy race pace,”

said Veach, “but I’m givingmyself too
muchwork to do because of where we
qualify. I’m gettingmy qualifying laps 80%
right at themoment, but you can’t afford
to give up anything. We’re starting too far
back, so that’s what I need towork on.”
Since the final restart was within 15 laps

of the end, the backmarkers weremade
to drive through the pitlane, so in theory
third-placed Jones had a clear run at
Power and leader Rossi. However, instead
he had to watch hismirrors because Veach
was filling them. At one point Veach had a
run at him around the outside, but Jones
fought fairly – as ever – and defended
successfully. He brought himself his first
top-three finish since his third place at
last year’s Indy 500 for Dale Coyne Racing.
“It’s been an up-and-down start to the

season formewith Chip Ganassi Racing,”
said Jones. “It’s a bigmove forme aftermy
rookie season. We struggled this weekend

early on, especially on Friday. Wemade
some good jumps for Saturday, but we still
qualified 13th, which wasn’t good enough.
“But the guys played a great strategy

[three stops] and did great pitstops, and
wewere a little bit lucky with the yellows
as well, to be able to end up third.”
Veach,meanwhile, admitted his two

previousmediocre results had played a
part in how he tackled Jones, although
hewas quite determined to hold off the
charging GrahamRahal, who had used
up his push-to-pass boost already.
“Fourth feels like a win, to be honest,”

said Veach. “The crewwas pushingme
pretty hard at the end to try to get on
the podiumbut…after St Pete, after
Phoenix, we’ve just been chipping away
on it andwe took a big swing at it today.
“I kind ofmade amishap in qualifying

to put us 16th. Todaywe had great
strategy, great stops. They gotme to
where I could capitalise on it so this
is more for them thanme.”
Ed Carpenter Racing’s Jordan King

had the opposite problem – greater pace,
but less luck. His strategy had been
working but his braking issue – as well
as his self-induced penalty for punting
Bourdais – served to relegate him from
a potential podium finish to 18th.
“I’m obviously really gutted,” said

the British rookie. “You can seewhere we
were racing, wewere definitely on for a
podium.We can’t control amechanical
failure like we had, so it was out of our
hands I suppose. It is just annoying that
we could have been on the podium and
got nothing from today.”

J O N E S A N D V E A C H G E T A D AY I N T H E S P O T L I G H T
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Rahal punted
Pagenaud into
race-ending spin

Bourdais had an
action-packed

but fruitless race

R A C E C E N T R E I N DY C A R L O N G B E A C H

Pagenaud’s retirement and Rahal’s
subsequent drivethrough penalty, elevated
Bourdais to sixth, which became fifth
when James Hinchcliffe made a mistake
on lap 11, and fourth when Newgarden
came in for his first of three stops.
Rossi was the first of the two-stoppers

to pit, on lap 25, while holding a 3.5s margin
over Power, who then went for it and pulled
a margin of 2.5s over Dixon behind him by
lap 28. However, Power then caught up with
backmarkers, so that his edge over Dixon
had sunk back to 1.5s when the pair pitted
the next lap, along with Bourdais. Dixon
narrowly got the jump over his fellow
Antipodean as they left the pits, and on
the out-lap Power also had to concede
to team-mate Newgarden who had come
rushing up behind them on warm tyres.
All three were now eight seconds behind

Rossi, however, and all would fall victim
to Bourdais. As Dixon, Newgarden and
Power had switched from red tyres to
black, so Bourdais had gone in the opposite
direction and was in feisty mood. He
surged past Power on lap 36, Newgarden
on 38 – Josef made his second stop a lap
later – and closed on Dixon.
Dixon closed in on Rossi in traffic,

halving his deficit to around four seconds
when, on lap 42, out came the second
full-course caution of the day. Kyle Kaiser
had stopped his Juncos Racing-Chevrolet in
an escape road and needed a tow-in. None
of the leading runners chose this moment
to make a stop. Rossi had an easy restart on
lap 47, since there were three backmarkers
between himself and Dixon, and these were
to prove Dixon’s undoing. On the run down
to Turn 1 on lap 48, he finally made a move
on a lapped car, but by then Bourdais was
already drawing alongside the pair of them
and suddenly had to go three-wide. Not
content with elevating himself to second,
Bourdais then cut back across to the inside
of the track to lap Matheus Leist in the
AJ Foyt Racing car.
Unfortunately, his three-car pass incurred

the wrath of the stewards for using the
pitlane exit, so he had to give second back
to Dixon – but then immediately he

repassed his fellow four-time champ.
Bourdais was, however, now seven seconds
behind Rossi, and on lap 56, Andretti
Autosport team manager Rob Edwards
called Rossi in for his second stop.
Three laps later, having again laid down

some fast times at the end of his stint,
Power was in once more… and just in time.
The following lap, Bourdais’ team-mate for
the weekend, Zachary Claman DeMelo,
struck a wall, causing a full course caution,
and as usual the pits were closed. But
Bourdais and Dixon were already committed
to the pitlane.While Coyne ordered its
driver to go around again, Ganassi did not

say the same to Dixon, and instead carried
out a full service on the #9. He would thus
receive a drivethrough penalty, dropping
him out of contention.
Bourdais, meanwhile, ‘re-stopped’on

lap 62 when the pits opened, as did
Newgarden, and the pair fell to 11th and
ninth respectively. And Bourdais’day would
get worse still. In the course of trying to
salvage something from a race in which he
would surely once more have finished on
the podium, the Coyne driver clashed
with both Carlin Racing’s Charlie Kimball
(damaging his suspension) and Leist.
Worst of all was the incident on lap 71

when Ed Carpenter Racing’s Jordan King –
who had himself excelled and might have
scored a podium finish until requiring
a long pitstop to have his brake fluid
reservoir topped up – dived down the
inside of Hinchcliffe’s Schmidt Peterson
Motorsports-Honda at the Turn 11 hairpin.
King’s nose caught the rear of Bourdais’ car
and spun it broadside across the track.
This incident, which blocked the track

and therefore brought out the full-course-
yellows for a fourth time, also involved
Robert Wickens, who’d made several stops
to fix a faulty gearbox, and Hunter-Reay
who was simply cursed on this occasion.
Following his first-lap miscue, the 2012
champion had charged back up the field,
but had then had a rear tyre slashed by
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Rossi’s victory has
established him as
theman to beat

I N DY C A R L O N G B E A C H R A C E C E N T R E

Takuma Sato following the mid-race restart.
Now stationary behind the three-point-
turning Bourdais, Hunter-Reay seemed
to have spent the whole weekend being
in the wrong place at the wrong time.
Up front for the restart with nine

laps to go, Rossi immediately pulled
away from Power, but Penske’s 2014
champion had been saving copious amounts
of push-to-pass boost from the original
allocation of 200s each, and he got back to
within seven tenths of the leader before
Edwards gave Rossi the hurry-up. In short,
Power using overboost could just about
match Rossi, but no more than that.
The pair crossed the line 1.24s apart.
The troubles of faster runners such as

Dixon, Bourdais, Pagenaud, Rahal and
Newgarden allowed Ed Jones to score his
first podium for Chip Ganassi Racing and
Zach Veach to grab fourth place in only his
third race for Andretti Autosport. A late
pass on Marco Andretti yielded fifth for
Rahal, but Newgarden’s day had been ruined
by the way the caution flags worked with
his three-stop policy, and he had to not
only settle for seventh but also cede the
championship lead to Rossi.
“I think [Rossi] is going to be tough

to beat in the championship,” said Power.
“He’s definitely what I’d call the standout
of the field right now in every respect…
Yeah, you’ll have to beat him, I think.”

Winner’saveragespeed
88.622mph.
FastestlapNewgarden
1m07.5511s,104.881mph.

Q31Rossi1m06.5528s;
2Power1m06.9054s;
3Pagenaud1m06.9107s;
4Dixon1m07.0483s;
5Rahal1m07.1275s;
6Newgarden1m07.1922s.

Q2Power1m06.5709s;
Rossi1m06.8326s;
Dixon1m06.8341s;

Newgarden1m06.8833s;
Pagenaud1m06.9057s;
Rahal1m07.0903s;
7Hunter-Reay1m07.1415s;
8Hinchcliffe1m07.1899s;
9Bourdais1m07.1943s;
10Wickens1m07.2289s;
11Kanaan1m07.3478s;
12King1m07.6427s.

Q1-GROUP1
Rossi1m07.1718s;
Pagenaud1m07.5481s;
Bourdais1m07.5662s;
Power1m07.5874s;

Hinchcliffe1m07.6893s;
Kanaan1m07.8917s;
14Leist1m08.1622s;
16Veach1m08.1763s;
18Pigot1m08.2739s;
20Andretti1m08.5294s;
22Sato1m08.6340s;
24Kaisernotime.

Q1-GROUP2
Hunter-Reay1m07.7058s;
Dixon1m07.7897s;
Newgarden1m07.8123s;
Wickens1m07.9894s;
Rahal1m08.0364s;

King1m08.2933s;
13Jones1m08.3844s;
15Chilton1m08.7167s;
17Harvey1m08.8207s;
19Chaves1m08.8623s;
21Claman1m09.1429s;
23Kimball1m09.7481s.

CHAMPIONSHIP
1Rossi126;2Newgarden
104;3Rahal93;4Bourdais
88;5Hinchcliffe83;6Dixon
79;7Hunter-Reay73;
8Power72;9Jones69;
10Andretti68.

POS DRIVER TEAM/CAR TIME

1 AlexanderRossi(USA) AndrettiAutosport/Dallara-Honda 1h53m15.2434s

2 WillPower (AUS) TeamPenske/Dallara-Chevrolet +1.2413s

3 EdJones (GB) ChipGanassiRacing/Dallara-Honda +9.2906s

4 ZachVeach (USA) AndrettiAutosport /Dallara-Honda +10.1050s

5 GrahamRahal (USA) RahalLettermanLaniganRacing/Dallara-Honda +10.7466s

6 MarcoAndretti (USA) AndrettiHertaAutosport /Dallara-Honda +11.5513s

7 JosefNewgarden (USA) TeamPenske/Dallara-Chevrolet +12.2175s

8 TonyKanaan (BR) AJFoytEnterprises/Dallara-Chevrolet +16.1048s

9 JamesHinchcliffe (CDN) SchmidtPetersonMotorsports/Dallara-Honda +16.4757s

10 CharlieKimball (USA) Carlin/Dallara-Chevrolet +17.0119s

11 ScottDixon (NZ) ChipGanassiRacing/Dallara-Honda +17.3301s

12 JackHarvey (GB) MichaelShankRacingwithSchmidtPeterson/Dallara-Honda +18.3469s

13 SebastienBourdais (F) DaleCoyneRacingwithVasser-Sullivan/Dallara-Honda +18.9443s

14 MatheusLeist (BR) AJFoytEnterprises/Dallara-Chevrolet +18.9466s

15 SpencerPigot (USA) EdCarpenterRacing/Dallara-Chevrolet -1 lap

16 KyleKaiser (USA) JuncosRacing/Dallara-Chevrolet -1 lap

17 MaxChilton (GB) Carlin/Dallara-Chevrolet -1 lap

18 JordanKing (GB) EdCarpenterRacing/Dallara-Chevrolet -1 lap

19 GabbyChaves (CO) HardingRacing/Dallara-Chevrolet -2 laps

20 RyanHunter-Reay (USA) AndrettiAutosport /Dallara-Honda -4 laps

21 TakumaSato (J) RahalLettermanLaniganRacing/Dallara-Honda -11 laps

22 RobertWickens (CDN) SchmidtPetersonMotorsports/Dallara-Honda -12 laps

23 ZacharyClamanDeMelo(CDN)DaleCoyneRacing/Dallara-Honda 58laps-accident

24 SimonPagenaud (F) TeamPenske/Dallara-Chevrolet 0 laps-accident
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Chevy beat Ford
in GTLM battle

Albuquerque/Barbosa
Cadillac takes the flag
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Split strategies are the smart way to tackle
the IMSA SportsCar Championship’s
shortest and most frantic race, and the
Action Express team played the game
to perfection to win at Long Beach with
Filipe Albuquerque and Joao Barbosa.
But you need a fast and consistent car too,
and perhaps surprisingly, that is not (yet)
a description which can be applied to the
Acura Team Penske ARX-05s that had
looked so strong in qualifying.

Juan Pablo Montoya took pole position
and led away, chased by Action Express’s
other Cadillac, piloted by Felipe Nasr,
while behind them Helio Castroneves
jumped Harry Tincknell’s Mazda to
grab third in the second Acura. At this
point, Barbosa bided his time in fifth.

Cadillacduodefeats thePenskeAcuras
But while Montoya and Nasr edged away

from the pack, Nasr looked increasingly
impatient to hit the front. On lap 21, along
the back straight, he was in the perfect
position for a brave pass. Montoya didn’t
move to block the inside at Turn 9, and
the Cadillac moved smoothly into the lead.
A full-course-yellow flew almost

immediately to retrieve the JDC-Miller
entry stranded in the Turn 1 run-off, but
neither of the front two broke for the
pitlane; and that was their undoing, since
the other potential winners did stop.
Mazda Team Joest jumped Acura Team
Penske to send out Jonathan Bomarito
– in for Tincknell – in third ahead of
Castroneves’ co-driver, Ricky Taylor,
although Taylor quickly rectified that.
Albuquerque remained fifth having taken
over from Barbosa in Cadillac #5, ahead of
the Scott Sharp/Ryan Dalziel ESM Nissan
and theWayne Taylor Racing Cadillac of
Jordan Taylor/Renger van der Zande.

On the restart Nasr pulled a 10s gap over
Montoya, but with 45 minutes to go, they
pitted and effectively fell out of contention.
Albuquerque, having charged past Ricky
Taylor, now had a decisive lead. On a late
restart the #7 Acura also fell victim to a
charging Dalziel, tumbling thereafter to
sixth, ceding spots toWTR, the Mazda of
Oliver Jarvis, and the sister Penske machine.
The GT Le Mans battle was no less

enthralling after Porsche’s Laurens Vanthoor
grabbed the lead from polesitter Joey Hand’s
Ford GT. Jan Magnussen rose to third in the
#3 Corvette Racing C7.R ahead of Patrick
Pilet’s Porsche – which left its front airdam
under the diffuser of Hand’s Ford after a
first-lap rub. The second Corvette of Oliver
Gavin, and RichardWestbrook’s Ford, gave
chase ahead of the two BMWs.

Hand remained tucked under the rear
wing of Vanthoor throughout the early
stages, but in what could have been a key
move Connor de Phillippi pitted his BMW
M8 to hand over to Alexander Sims with 70
minutes still to go.When the second yellow
of the race flew, all the other cars stopped
and the #25 BMW cycled to the front.
However, Sims clouted the wall in Turn 9,
while TommyMilner, who’d taken over
from Gavin, passed the second-placed
Ford now driven by Dirk Muller.When
Earl Bamber’s right-front suspension
collapsed in the leading Porsche, the #4
Corvette hit the front and remained there.
Behind, a great battle between the Fords

of Muller and Ryan Briscoe ended with
Briscoe ahead, while Antonio Garcia
claimed fourth in the other Corvette.
D AV I D M A L S H E R
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Fewtrell (middle) tops
standings after win
in second race
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Ex-Formula 2 team
Racing Engineering
made a winning return

E L M S
P A U L R I C A R D ( F )
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Formula 2 exile Racing Engineering made a
winning return to the European Le Mans
Series as Olivier Pla, Norman Nato and Paul
Petit led home an ORECA sweep of the top
seven at the Paul Ricard season-opener.
On its first outing in an ACO-sanctioned

event since the 1000km of Estoril in 2001,
the Spanish squad capitalised on drama for
early leaders DragonSpeed to beat Matthieu
Vaxiviere, Loic Duval and Francois Perrodo’s
guesting TDS Racing ORECA by 4.8 seconds.
Nato ran second behind DragonSpeed’s

Nicolas Lapierre in the first hour, before a
puncture for Lapierre towards the end of his
second stint promoted Racing Engineering
to the lead. DragonSpeed then retired after
Henrik Hedman tangled with Duncan
Cameron’s Ferrari 488 GTE, bringing out
a safety car which allowed Andre Negrao’s

F O R M U L A R E N A U L T
E U R O C U P
P A U L R I C A R D ( F )
A P R I L 14  15
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Only a tardy start prevented former
McLaren Autosport BRDC Award finalist
Max Fewtrell taking a clean sweep of
pole positions and wins in the series
opener at Paul Ricard.
The 2016 British Formula 4 champion,

who has switched to R-ace GP for his

Returnees
engineera
masterpiece

Fewtrell narrowlymisses
outonaEurocupdouble

I M SA
LO N G B E A C H
DPi Filipe Albuquerque/Joao Barbosa

Action Express Racing
Cadillac DPi-V.R

GTLM Oliver Gavin/TommyMilner
Corvette Racing (Pratt &Miller)
Chevrolet Corvette C7.R

E L M S
PAU L R I C A R D
LMP2 NormanNato/Olivier Pla/Paul Petit

Racing Engineering
ORECA-Gibson 07

LMP3 John Farano/Job vanUitert/
RobGarofall
RLRMSport
Ligier JSP3

GTE LiamGriffin/AlexMacDowall/
Miguel Molina
JMWMotorsport
Ferrari 488 GTE

F O R M U L A R E N AU LT E U R O C U P
PAU L R I C A R D
Race 1 Logan Sargeant

R-ace GP
Race 2 Max Fewtrell

R-ace GP

W E E K E N D
W I N N E R S

Alpine-badged Signatech ORECA to
close in on Petit’s lead.
The positions were reversed for the

final hour as Negrao’s team-mate Pierre
Thiriet jumped ahead of Pla in the driver
changes, but the Ford factory driver
rallied and made a decisive pass around
the outside at Signes on lap 97 of 129.

Vaxiviere used a shorter final pitstop to
clear the Duqueine Engineering ORECA
of Nico Jamin, Pierre Ragues and Nelson
Panciatici, which took a podium on the
team’s first appearance in LMP2, while

Thiriet tumbled to fifth at the finish
behind the TDS-run G-Drive Racing
ORECA of Roman Rusinov, Andrea
Pizzitola and Alexandre Imperatori.

John Farano, Rob Garofall and Job van
Uitert dominated in LMP3 to give RLR
MSport its first win since Imola 2015,
while Miguel Molina, Alex MacDowall and
Liam Griffin (Ferrari) left it late to secure
class honours for defending GTE champion
JMWMotorsport. Molina passed Matteo
Cairoli’s Proton Competition Porsche
911 RSR on the final lap.

second season in Formula Renault,
earned both poles. But a sluggish start
to Saturday’s race gifted the lead to
front-row partner and team-mate
Logan Sargeant, and the American –
third in British F4 last season – led to
the flag. Fewtrell suspected a clutch
issue owing to an aborted start, which
required an extra formation lap.
Yifei Ye was third, while Lorenzo

Colombo passed Christian Lundgaard
on the second lap to take fourth.

There was no repeat of the dramas
for Fewtrell in race two, and he led
Ye’s Josef Kaufmann Racing car from
start to finish.
Sargeant was looking good for his

second podium of the weekend, but his
car got stuck in sixth gear during a
safety car period, slowing up the
confused pack before he retired.
Lundgaard (MPMotorsport) and Victor
Martins made it, with Fewtrell, three
Renault Sport Academy drivers in the
top four. The weekend’s results leave
Fewtrell in the championship lead.
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R A C E C E N T R E W O R L D O F S P O R T

W O R L D R A L LYC R O S S
B A R C E LO N A
Johan Kristoffersson (below)
PSRX Volkswagen Sweden
Volkswagen Polo R

N A S C A R X F I N I T Y
B R I S TO L M O TO R S P E E D WAY
Ryan Preece
Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota Camry

E U R O F O R M U L A O P E N
E S TO R I L
Race 1 Felipe Drugovich

RPMotorsport
Race 2Marcos Siebert

Campos Racing

I N T E R N AT I O N A L G T O P E N
E S TO R I L
Race 1 Alessandro Pier Guidi/Mikkel Mac

Luzich Racing Ferrari 488 GT3
Race 2 Alessandro Pier Guidi/Mikkel Mac

Luzich Racing Ferrari 488 GT3

A D A C G T M A S T E R S
O S C H E R S L E B E N
Race 1 Philip Ellis/MaxHofer

Phoenix Racing Audi R8 LMS
Race 2Mirko Bortolotti/Andrea Caldarelli

Grasser Lamborghini Huracan GT3

A D A C F 4
O S C H E R S L E B E N
Race 1 Lirim Zendeli

US Racing – CHRS
Race 2 Lirim Zendeli

US Racing – CHRS
Race3Olli Caldwell

Prema Theodore Racing

Drugovich leads Iorio
during race one
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Felipe Drugovich marked
himself out as the early
Euroformula Open
championship favourite with
a dominant lights-to-flag
victory in the opening race
of the season, followed up
by second place in race two.

The Brazilian teenager won
the final race of last season
in a cameo outing with RP

Motorsport and showed it was
no fluke by converting pole
position into a comfortable
six-second victory over
compatriot Matheus Iorio.
Iorio’s Carlin team-mate
Cameron Das came through
from sixth on the grid
to complete the podium,
narrowly fending off GP3
refugee Marcos Siebert.

Siebert had more joy in race
two, profiting from a mistake
by poleman Petru Florescu at
the Turn 6 hairpin on lap
seven of 19 to take a lead he

would hold to the finish.
Drugovich had qualified

third – just 0.011s behind
Florescu – but dropped behind
Jannes Fittje at the start,
before mounting a comeback.
He passed Fittje at Turn 6,

then outbraked Florescu into
Turn 1 and set about chasing
after Siebert, but came up
three tenths short as the
Campos Racing driver secured
a first win since his Italian F4
title campaign in July 2016.

W O R L D R A L LY C R O S S
B A R C E L O N A ( E )
A P R I L 14  15
R O U N D 1 / 12

After a controversial clash with Petter
Solberg at the first corner in the final
brought the attention of the stewards,
Mattias Ekstrom was stripped of victory in
the opening round of theWorld Rallycross
Championship at the Circuit de Barcelona-
Catalunya, handing the win to reigning
champion Johan Kristoffersson.

Ekstrom was judged to have forced
PSRX Volkswagen’s Solberg off the track
at Turn 1 (above) and was disqualified.
That handed Kristoffersson his 10th career
victory, and the points lead. Ekstrom kept
his points earned for the qualifying races.

PSRX Polo driver Kristoffersson
gained ground at the start after the Turn 1

collision, and pressured Ekstrom’s EKS
Audi throughout, moving into the lead
when Ekstrom took his compulsory joker
lap. Kristoffersson took his joker lap later
than Ekstrom – on the final tour – and
emerged behind him. Try as he might,
he could not find a way by on the road.

World Rally legend Sebastien Loeb
finished third on the road and was promoted
to second. He only made the final when his
team-mate Kevin Hansen withdrew to allow
him to start, Loeb having failed to make the
cut owing to damaged suspension on his
Peugeot 208 during qualifying.

Andreas Bakkerud – in his first race
with EKS Audi – took third, while Niclas
Gronholm moved up to fourth on his
father Marcus’s GRX team’s debut with its
Hyundai i20 Supercar. Solberg recovered
to complete the final fifth, enough to put
him second in the drivers’ standings.

Drugovich stakes
his title claim

Ekstromdenied after clash
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Connected to you»

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

T ³{{ (0)1327 308 833

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has Leen designed around your race Üeekend°

�ight�Üeight materials and cleÛer design proÛide strength throughout° 
omLined
Üith a proÛen Üheels under the Led chassis and adÛanced suspension your �ourney
Üith a Race Transporter Üill Le competent and comfortaLle°

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
Üeekend orientated features proÛiding a comfortaLle Üork enÛironment°
Tyre and eµuipment storage is aÛailaLle in seÛeral places, Üith enhanced
options also offered° Interior lighting, remote controlled electric Üinch
and a full set of side doors Üith hatches all contriLute to making
loading effortless and speedy°

Race Transporter trailers are aÛailaLle from Ë Ç,{�� ³ Ûat

Race Transporters are aÛailaLle eÝ�stock at many 1� dealers°
*lease Ûisit our ÜeLsite or call us for further details°

The one and only
WORLD FAMOUS
kit car motor show

4000
KIT CARS
ON DISPLAY

THE DAKAR 4X4 EXPERIENCE

WESTFIELD TEST CIRCUIT

>>SHOW GUIDE
>>ENTRY FOR KIT
CAR DRIVERS*
*(For drivers arriving in their
kit cars on the day)

100’S OF TRADE STANDS
MANUFACTURERS &ACCESSORY STANDS
NEW LAUNCHES
FEATURE DISPLAYS
WSCC IN MOTORSPORT
100+ CLUB DISPLAYS

SAT NAV

Camping & caravanning available from midday 5 May 2018

View prices and book at www.nationalkitcarshow.co.uk

MUSIC NIGHT SUNDAY
LIVE BAND

CAMP ON SITE

night out

THE KIT CAR
INDUSTRY’S MAIN
SHOW OF THE YEAR
MEET ALL THE
MANUFACTURERS

THE ANNUAL MECCA FOR
KIT CAR ENTHUSIASTS

PLUS: LIVE ACTION

HAVE A GO!

THE NATIONAL KIT CAR MOTOR SHOW 2018

Organised by: Grosvenor Shows Ltd. www.nationalkitcarshow.co.uk

BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 6 – 7 MAY 2018

The BIGGEST kit car
show in the WORLD! show sponsor

ALL ENQUIRIES
TELEPHONE
01406 372600
01406 372601
*All advance ticket bookings incur a 50p
postage fee.

at STONELEIGH
NAEC, STONELEIGH,
Nr. KENILWORTH,
WARWICKSHIRE, CV8 2LZ
GATES OPEN EACH DAY
9.30am – 5.00pm
BE THERE!
DIRECTIONS
From London M40:
Exit J15. A46 to A452. B4113
From M6 or M69:
Exit M6 J2 to join A46. M69 to A46.
Exit A46 to join B4113.
From M1 Northbound:
Exit J21, M69, A46, Exit A46 to join the
B4113.

TICKETS
Advance Tickets: £12*
Available until 20 April 2018
Children (8 – 16) £5
Tickets on the Door £15
Children (8 – 16) £5
FREE Show Guide
FREE Parking
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TO ADVERTISE IN THE WEB DIRECTORY
PLEASE CALL 0203 4 05 810 9
OR EMAIL ads@autospor t .com

www.jjcraceandrally.com
PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT

MOTORSPORT CONTRACTS AND LEGAL ADVICE
(NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL)

CALL JAMIE CHAMPKIN
07880 965001

info@champkin.uk.com - www.champkin.uk.com

Motor Sport Legal Advice

Tudor Alexander, Ll.B Solicitor

07887 713512

www.demon-tweeks.com

No1 for Infatable Structures.

With you from the Paddock to the Podium.
www.aireshelta.com

sales@husligcollective.com
Luxury designs for custom vehicles

AWNINGS EXHAUSTS GEARBOXES

MOTORSPORT LEGAL ADVICEMEMORABILIAHELMET GRAPHICS

MOTORSPORT LEGAL ADVICE RACE PARTS

RACINGRACE RADIO

RACING

RACEWEAR TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

RACING
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Connected to you»

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

T ³{{ (0)1327 308 833

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has Leen designed around your race Üeekend°

�ight�Üeight materials and cleÛer design proÛide strength throughout° 
omLined
Üith a proÛen Üheels under the Led chassis and adÛanced suspension your �ourney
Üith a Race Transporter Üill Le competent and comfortaLle°

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
Üeekend orientated features proÛiding a comfortaLle Üork enÛironment°
Tyre and eµuipment storage is aÛailaLle in seÛeral places, Üith enhanced
options also offered° Interior lighting, remote controlled electric Üinch
and a full set of side doors Üith hatches all contriLute to making
loading effortless and speedy°

Race Transporter trailers are aÛailaLle from Ë Ç,{�� ³ Ûat

Race Transporters are aÛailaLle eÝ�stock at many 1� dealers°
*lease Ûisit our ÜeLsite or call us for further details°
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www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com
HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford Trailers Limited • 14 Great Central Way • Daventry • Woodford Halse • Northants • NN11 3PZ

Telephone: 01327 263384

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

DEALERS WANTED - All Woodford Trailers have full European Type Approval

PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE

T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS

T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673

E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm

Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
SO21 3AS

T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT

T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com

www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS

498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

T: 07933842719

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS

WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND
Easter Lawrenceton Steading

Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787

E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS

Main Road
Sutterton
Boston
Lincs

PE20 2BE
T: 01205 460346

E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre

The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000

www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE

Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey

SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110

Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@sltc.co.uk

ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS

Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782

E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS

T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776

E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www.1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD

Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR

T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS

Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,

Leicester
LE9 4DJ

T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624

marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS

The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD

T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG

T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 WakeÄeld Road
Rothwell, Leeds

LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179

E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS

James Farrm
James Lane

Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB

E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk

T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT

T: 0044(0)2885549851
www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Dealers who hold stock
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NATIONAL
MOTORSPORT
ACADEMY

All subject to contract. Please ask for details. All prices +VAT*
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If you wish to advertise your
products and services with

Autosport in print and online
please contact

Ben.kavanagh@
motorsport.com

or call
0203 405 8109

If you wish to advertise your
products and services with

Autosport in print and online
please contact

Ben.kavanagh@
motorsport.com

or call
0203 405 8109www.demon-tweeks.com

540 pages of the best motorsport parts, accessories and
innovative newproducts. Available to order online now.

2018 CATALOGUE

FR
EE

EXPERTADVICE • MASSIVE STOCK • RAPID DELIVERY

0844 375 2196 LOW CALL RATE CALLS MAY BE RECORDED FOR TRAINING PURPOSES Media Code: KZ252A

www.demon-tweeks.com

FRENCH GRAND PRIX ACCOMODATION
LUXURY VILLA WITH POOL

10 MINUTES FROM PAUL RICARD CIRCUIT

4 BEDROOMS – 3 BATHROOMS - SLEEPS 9

PROFESSIONAL KITCHEN – SUITABLE FOR HOSPITALITY

DINING AREA SEATS 10 - 12 PEOPLE

LARGE TERRACE – GOOD PARKING

timomega@hotmail.com

MEMORABILIA RACE PRODUCTS

RACE PRODUCTS ACCOMODATION

RACE PRODUCTS

RACE PRODUCTS
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Register at motorsportjobs.com today

Find your dream
job in motorsport
Here at Autosport we’ve been helping people find great jobs in motorsport for over
60 years. Today we’re launching a new global motorsport jobs site, where you can:

Find the latest jobs in motorsport
Apply for a job with just one click
Upload your CV and let recruiters ȴnd you
Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dreammove

RECRUITMENT DRIVEN BY PASSION
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Systems and Controls Engineer

An Opportunity for a Systems and Controls Engineer will be
available from June 2018 and applications are now being
considered. The position will play an important part in the
efficient and reliable running of the DS Virgin Racing Team
at worldwide Formula E events.

Requirements for the position are:-
• Graduate with a First class degree, or upper 2nd, in

a relevant Engineering subject, with 2-3 years full
time experience in F1, FE, WEC, GP2, or demonstrate
equivalent skill set.

• Familiarity of working with high voltage electrical
systems on hybrid or electric vehicles.

• Experience of managing control systems for hybrid or
electric powertrains.

• Experience with automotive electronic systems, CAN,
motorsport data acquisition and sensing technology
and related calibrating techniques.

• Experience of designing and specifying wiring systems
using Raychem products and motorsport connectors.

• A good understanding of vehicle dynamics.
• An ability to analyse relevant car data with other team

members and possibly the Team’s Racing Drivers.
• Strong organisational skills with project planning and

delivery in evidence.
• Exceptional communication skills (written and verbal)

Ability to handle pressure and work at a fast pace.

This is a full-time position working from our Silverstone base
Applicants must be eligible to work in the UK.

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com

Electrical Technician

These are exciting times at Prodrive Motorsport. Winning
is a habit and whether off-road or on the track at Le Mans,
it is what we do. We dare to push, we do whatever it takes.
Our new GT race and rally-X programmes provide us the
opportunity to redefine the possible and challenge limits.
This next generation of world championship winning cars
that we are now developing will be our best ever. We are
now seeking an experienced electrical technician to join
our dynamic team and help us manufacture and test wiring
harness assemblies.

Key Responsibilities:
• Support the engineers and technicians in the

installation of the electrical systems on GTE, RX, GT3
and GT4 cars

• To manufacture and build wire harness’ and looms for
the above cars and other projects

• To be able to read and follow engineering drawings
• Carrying out hands on work competently and within set

production times
• To advise the supervisor on and rectify any electrical

faults
• Motorsport or aerospace experience preferred
• Flexibility to travel on race events if required

At Prodrive we like to challenge convention. By combining
our motorsport ethos with free thinking we create
innovative products to short timescales, which inspire our
customers in the automotive, aerospace, marine and other
sectors to realise their ambitions. We also happen to make
championship-winning race and rally cars.

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com

Automotive Designer

Professional Petrol Head required.
Know your Pinto from your Crossflow? Able to identify that
1970’s car, just by a photo of its brake lights? and then tell
us which other vehicles used the same part? If you can, then
it sounds like you might need help. While you are waiting
for that though, why not apply to join other like-minded car
geeks here at Stainless Games and help us develop our
latest game.

Candidate must have:
• Great in-depth knowledge of the history of the

automotive industry and the main engineering
developments that got the car to where it is today

• Great knowledge of contemporary developments in the
car industry and a keen eye on future trends

• Great technical knowledge of how cars work. From
suspension setup through to Superchargers you at
least understand the basic principles of most things
and can demonstrate a much more detailed knowledge
on some of those areas.

• Practical experience of car ownership. This could mean
anything from classic car ownership, car customisation
or building a kit car through to regular attendance at
automotive events. All these and others would indicate
to us a kindred spirit who could be useful on our current
projects. Tell us about your automotive interests!

• Working knowledge of MS office products, chiefly
Microsoft word.

• Eye for detail and determination to get things “spot-on”
• Self-motivated attitude and willingness to learn

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com

Automotive Designer

Head of Engineering – Workshop Manager
Location: Daytona Milton Keynes Hours: Full-Time flexible – includes evenings and weekends

Salary: Competitive and commensurate with experience Duration: Permanent

As the Head of the Engineering Department at the busiest kart racing circuit in
the UK, you will be responsible for managing the team to ensure they maintain

the venue’s kart fleets to Daytona Motorsport’s very high standards.
A positive attitude, structure and a motivational approach to the team are key

to delivering in this important role.

Essential Skills
• Mechanical experience along with a thorough understanding of engineering principles.

• Superior knowledge and experience of kart preparation and maintenance.
• Demonstrable prior experience of working with budgets and forecasting

• An understanding of statutory requirements with regard to Health and safety.
• Must have a working knowledge of Excel, Word, internet & e-mail.

• Confidence in communicating with suppliers and colleagues across Group
• Previous experience from a Supervisory or Management level in order to manage a team.

• Prior experience/knowledge of Sodikart, Birel, Biz and CRG products an advantage.

How to Apply
If you are interested in this role, please send your CV

& covering letter with salary expectation to:
careers@daytona.co.uk quoting job ref: HOEMK18

A full job description of the role is available on request.
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“ T H I S S E A S O N I S
A B O U T G E T T I N G
A S M A N Y W I N S
A S P O S S I B L E ”

Cane struck a late
deal to replace

AlexandraMohnhaupt
for BRDC British F3

opener

we didn’t have an equal chance.
“Both sides left it on a good note,

but it’s just unfortunate it’s cost us
another season.
“I felt that I couldn’t show my ability

as much in Eurocup as I could back in
British Formula 3.”
Cane has confirmed that he will

compete in the rest of the British F3
season. He took three wins last year
with Douglas on his way to eighth in the
standings, despite missing the first two
rounds owing to being too young.

He raced in the opening 2018 round
at Oulton Park last month, replacing
Alexandra Mohnhaupt just days before
the event, but suffered a hairline fracture
and torn ligaments in his left hand after
crashing at the first corner on the
opening lap in race two.
“It [Oulton Park] was very rushed

because the team had to buy another
car from Chris Dittmann Racing [after
Mohnhaupt’s car was destroyed in a
testing crash at Spa],”explained Cane.
“I was testing on Thursday and

Friday at Rockingham last week and
the majority of it was wet, and it wasn’t
too straining [on my hand]. In the dry
session it did start to hurt, but you do
more running in testing than at races.
“WithWayne Douglas I had a great

relationship and a great year in 2017.
This season is just about getting as
many wins as possible and enjoying it.”
S T E FA N M A C K L E Y

CANE RETURNS TO
BRITISH F3 AFTER
EUROCUP SNUB

B R D C B R I T I S H F 3

Jordan Cane will return for a full
campaign in BRDC British Formula 3
this year with Douglas Motorsport
after deciding not to compete in the
Formula Renault Eurocup series.
The 16-year-old was scheduled to

race with Fortec Motorsports in the
series, which began last weekend at
Paul Ricard, but has amicably parted
company with the team.

“I won’t be doing Eurocup this year
due to a lot of things,”he said.
“You want to be confident that you

have got the gear to be competitive, and
the reason I made the decision is because
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Ahlers has now
celebrated 99 Morgan
Challenge victories
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Keith Ahlers celebrated 25 years of
Morgan +8 ownership with his 98th and
99th Morgan Challenge victories at the
Classic Sports Car Club’s season opener
at Snetterton earlier this month – but
it wasn’t an easy run.

Cautious away from pole in race
one, he blasted into the lead down the
Bentley Straight only to spear off down
the Esses Complex escape road.“I missed
my braking point,”he admitted later.
Ahlers rejoined in fourth and pushed
on, eventually overhauling Andrew
Thompson for the win.
Local racer Ian Everett only briefly

relinquished the lead of the Group 1
Swinging Sixties race during the pitstop
phase before reclaiming the top spot
in his BMW 1502. Daniel Williamson
(Chevrolet Corvette) headed Group 2.

Alan Tice led the early Classic K laps
but a tardy driver change with Chris
Conoley dropped the pair behind the
Turner of LukeWos.

The Porsche 911 Turbo of Miles and
Piers Masarati, which was down in 18th
place after the stops, steadily fought
back to win the Future Classics race.
The Tin Tops produced a thrilling

finale in which Russell Hird (Honda
Civic) looked to have secured victory,
having just held off TomMensley’s
persistent challenge in his Renault Clio,
but a track-limits penalty subsequently
dropped Hird to fourth.
Edward Leigh had an easy run to the

flag in Modern Classics, while Mark
Smith and James Moulton-Smith’s
BMWM3 finished almost a lap ahead
of Gary Hufford’s example in the
NewMillennium event.
L E W I S B E A L E S

M I N I C H A L L E N G E

The grandson of motorsport
legend John Cooper will contest
the full Mini Challenge season
this year and aims to move up
to the top-flight JCW category
within a few months.
Charlie Cooper (right) made

his motorsport debut at last
weekend’s Cooper Pro class
season opener at Donington
Park, racing one of the naturally
aspirated 1.6-litre machines
with Excelr8 Motorsport.
He is the grandson of John

Cooper, who founded the Mini
Cooper performance variant of
Alec Issigonis’s original Mini
design. The family’s tuning
legacy has continued under the

John Cooper Works moniker,
which was founded in 2000 by
John’s son, Michael Cooper.
Charlie, 37, from London, will

act as a brand ambassador for
Mini through his maiden season,
which is expected to culminate
in an outing in the 255bhp
JCW Championship finale at
Donington Park in September.

“There’s so much to learn, but
it’s so exciting to be involved in
something that’s pretty much
a family legacy,” said Cooper,
who claimed two 14th-place
finishes in the opener.
“When I was younger I did

some karting but then pursued
rugby for many years until a
knee injury put me out. To get
the chance to go racing is a bit

of a dream since it’s something
I never thought I’d do.

“I’ve done a few trackdays
before but racing is a totally
different experience. It’s very
full-on and I’m learning a lot.
The goal is just to improve as

the year goes on and to be
competitive, and then not to
embarrass myself in the JCWs
at the end of the year as
they’re a whole new league
of performance.”
R O B L A D B R O O K

S N E T T E R T O N
W E E K E N D W I N N E R S

A P R I L 7  8

CLASSIC K
LukeWos (Turner Sports)

FUTURE CLASSICS
Miles and Piers Masarati (Porsche 911 Turbo)

JAGUAR SALOON & GT CHAMPIONSHIP
James Ramm (XJS)

MAGNIFICENT SEVENS
Peter Ratcliff (CaterhamCSR)

MODERN CLASSICS
Edward Leigh (BMWM3 Evo E36)

MORGAN CHALLENGE
RACE 1 Keith Ahlers (+8)
RACE 2 Keith Ahlers (+8)

NEWMILLENNIUM
Mark Smith/JamesMoulton-Smith
(BMWM3 Evo E36)

OPEN SERIES
JonathanMitchell (CaterhamCSR)

SWINGING SIXTIES
GROUP 1 Ian Everett (BMW1502)
GROUP 2 Daniel Williamson
(Chevrolet Corvette)

TIN TOPS
TomMensley (Renault Clio, below)

Cooper’sgrandson
makesracingdebut

Ahlersgoesforacentury
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The Mini Se7en Racing
Club has credited the
introduction of spec
components for a surge
in interest in its top-line
Miglia Championship.
The more powerful

1293cc Minis had struggled
for entries in recent
seasons, with grids dipping
as low as just 10 cars at
Oulton Park in 2016.
In reaction, organisers

mandated spec Ohlins

dampers and cones, an ATB
differential and removed
the rule allowing the use
of a front rollbar. Grids
stabilised to the mid-teens
across last year, but so far
25 drivers have registered
for the season opener at
Pembrey this weekend.
“The Miglias had

suffered badly in recent
years, mainly because I
think people started to
perceive it as an uneven
playing field,” said M7RC
commercial manager Colin

Peacock, who will race
a new car built and run
by Mini tuning legend
Bill Sollis this year.
“Last year we saw things

stabilise, but this year the
entries have really grown
and we’re seeing the guys
from the Se7ens step up
as they’ve realised it’s
not as intimidating and
expensive as they thought.”
The Libre class for

modified cars has received
11 registrations.
R O B L A D B R O O K

SpecpartsboostMiniMigliagrids

Shortle to returnwith
Se7ensafter25yearsout

appearances in the 1993 Honda CRX Cup.
The 69-year-old will now make a

full return at the wheel of a Mini Se7en,
running in the S Class. His car will be
backed by GeoffMason, the head of Fusion
Events, and he will race to promote the
Motor Sport for MS charity, which has
been set up by Noel Wilson.
“I honestly can’t wait to get back out

there as it’s been such a long time since
I did a proper racing campaign,” said
Shortle.“I’ve had a few one-offs here and
there, but nothing meaningful until now.
“I’ve known Geoff for a good while and

I couldn’t believe it when he offered me
this chance. It took a while for him to
pick me up off the floor when he told
me I’d be going racing again.
“I did test a single-seater a few months

ago, but in truth I had this feeling that it
wasn’t for me anymore. I’m no young gun,
so saloons were the better way to go.
“I tested the Mini for the first time at

Brands Hatch recently and loved it. By the
end of the day I was setting competitive
times and having a great time with it.
The key is to take the thing by the
scruff of the neck and drive it hard.
I was surprised actually at how quickly
I got back into the swing of things.”

Mini Se7en organisers have attracted
31 registrations so far, with the S Class
accounting for 10 of those.
R O B L A D B R O O K

M I N I S E 7 E N

A leading name from Formula Ford 1600
racing in the 1980s, Rick Shortle, is set
to challenge for a championship again
after a break of 25 years when he joins
this year’s Mini Se7en grid.
Shortle was a successful racer in the

Kent-powered single-seaters, notably
in the Champion of Brands series
in the mid-1980s. He then raced a
selection of saloon and sportscars,
but stopped racing full-time after

Former FF1600
acewill swap
Kent engine for
A-Series power
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Yvan Muller and Jason
Plato bagged Triple Eight’s
first BTCC title in 2001

T C R

The Triple Eight name will return
to racing and could do so in a TCR
championship, according to team
ownerWarren Scott.

Scott runs the Team BMR Subaru
Levorg programme in the British
Touring Car Championship, but took
on the Triple Eight Racing name, which
was running the two works MG cars in
the tin-top series two seasons ago.

Since then MG has pulled out as a
manufacturer and the cars have been
sold. The MG6s are being run this
season as private entries driven by
Tom Boardman and Rory Butcher
under the AmD Tuning banner.

Triple Eight Racing is the most
successful touring car championship team
in the UK, and won nine manufacturers’
titles with Vauxhall and MG, six teams’
titles and six drivers’ crowns under the
leadership of Ian Harrison.
Scott says he is keen for the team name

to be rekindled.“We intend to be racing
with the Triple Eight name, either in TCR
or some kind of endurance racing,”he said.
“That is the plan for the time being,
and I like to think that the name will
be active for the start of next season.
“I still have the team name and its

equipment, and we are just assessing
the best way forward, but Triple Eight
will return.”
M A T T J A M E S

S C O T T I S H B M W

ScottishMotor Racing Club competitions
director Steve Burns believes there is
still a future for BMWCompact cars
in the club, despite the championship
being forced to share grids with the
new Hot Hatch series for 2018.
The Scottish BMW championship

suffered a mass exodus over the
off-season due to uncertainty over grid
numbers. Several drivers have moved to
other SMRC series, such as regular title
contender DavidMcNaughton,whomade
the switch to the Mini Cooper Cup.
“A few seasons back we had about

30 cars and last year we had 12 or 13,”
said McNaughton.“Over the winter,
watching social media, a lot of people
were selling their cars so I decided
to move into a busier championship.

“Numbers dropped over the years and
the club didn’t do enough to keep it going.”

Burns accepted a rejuvenation of the
BMW series is unlikely, but believes Hot
Hatch can accommodate the Compact cars.

“Currently Hot Hatch is for
front-wheel-drive cars,” said Burns,
“but there’s no reason why we can’t
change the regulations to allow
rear-wheel drives for next year.”
S T E P H E N B R U N S D O N

Triple Eight set to return

SMRCCompacts’ demise

G E O F F B R E A K E L L 19 35  2 018
BRDC lifemember GeoffBreakell, who died
last week following a heart attack, was a
versatile Lancastrian racerwho achieved his
best results in sportscars, although he also
proved adept in a Formula Junior Lotus 20
in 1961-62. Breakell raced a Lotus 11 and 15
from the late ’50s, thengraduated to a 23B in
whichhe finished thirdbehind JimClark and
Jack Sears in the ’64 Oulton Park Spring Cup
event. He switched to an ex-DennyHulme
BrabhamBT8 in ’66, winning a race at
Ingliston the following season. Breakell
subsequently raced an Alfa RomeoGiulia
SprintGTA in theBritish andEuropeanSaloon
CarChampionships, andaChevron-BMWB8.

F I S H B A C K I N A R E N AU LT
Thirty-five years after hemade his race
debut at Oulton Park in a Renault 5TS (he
won the title at his third attempt in 1985),
marque specialistMark Fish’s Clio 182 carried
the same number 20 to eighth and 10th
places at the Cheshire circuit last Saturday.

P E T E R S J O I N S B I K E S P O RTS
MultipleMGCCCockshoot Cup champion
Sean Peters enjoyed his pukka sports racing
debut at Oulton Park, hiring Breakell
Racing’s Radical SR3 RSX for the 750MC
Bikesports openers. TheMidget stalwart
finished 12th in race one and improved his
lap times by 3.4 seconds through the day.

TO P G E A R  H I T B M W R E B U I LT
Third place in the second Armed Forces
Challenge race atOultonPark rewardedMatty
Taylor following awinter spent rebuilding
his BMWM3-powered Compact, damaged by
the TopGear team inOctober’s Birkett Relay.
Thewingedmachine,which arriveduntested,
is heavily raked. “I’ve got the front to dig in
and let the rear do its own thing,” said Taylor.

L E A N E Y / P R I M R O S E V I C TO RY
Stefano Leaney andNeil Primrose began
their Dutch Supercar Challenge assault with
a victory at Spa aboard their NormaM20FC.
Reigning 750Motor ClubBikesports champion
Leaney and Travis drummer Primrosewon
the 24-lap race by just 0.082s. The pair
recovered to seventh in race two as they
had started from the pits because the Tim
GrayMotorsport pair were late to the grid.

C A L D W E L L W I N S I N A DA C F 4
Brit Olli Caldwell took hismaiden ADAC F4
win at Oschersleben last weekend after
starting frompole in the partially reversed-
grid race three. The 15-year-old former
British F4 driver had finished 10th in the
opening race and eighth in the second race.

I N T H E H E A D L I N E S
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Saunders has not raced his
TVR Cerbera since 2013

Torrie took pole and
broke lap record on debut

JO
N
ES

G T C U P

Mike Saunders will return to the GT Cup
this season aboard his TVR Cerbera GT,
which was last raced in 2013.
The 1996-built car suffered an

engine failure in its last outing, but
has been repaired and serviced ahead
of the opening GT Cup round this
weekend at Donington Park.
Saunders was a regular in GT Cup

and took an outright victory with the
car in 2011 at Spa-Francorchamps.

“The GT Cup – the best I can
describe it is it’s a challenge, hard
racing but with a friendly atmosphere,”
said the 31-year-old, who will run the
car alongside his father Tony.

“I think sometimes other series are

maybe not quite as competitive
in my experience, and I do like the
competitive side, I like the challenge.

“The DNA of the road car is still
there – it’s the same chassis, same
suspension mountings and same
H-pattern gearbox as the road car.”

Joining Saunders on the GT Cup
grid this weekend will be former British
Touring Car squadWelch Motorsport. The
team is expanding into endurance racing
this year, with Matt Telling competing
in the Porsche Carrera Cup GB car he
raced last year alongside Pete Parsons.
l GT Cup runner-up Dominic Paul has
moved to the LMP3 Cup. The GTA class
champion will partner Jack Butel in a
Speedworks Motorsport Ligier JSP3.
S T E FA N M A C K L E Y

B I K E S P O R T S

Bikesports rookie Lee Torrie is targeting
a title challenge in the 750 Motor Club
category after an impressive debut at
Oulton Park last weekend.

The 40-year-old broke the series’ lap
record on the International circuit in his
PureMotionMotorsport-run Radical SR3
RSX, as well as qualifying on pole for the
opener. He finished second and third.
The second-generation Formula 1

technician started car racing only last
year after a long layoff from karting,

contesting four OSS rounds in the Suzuki
Hayabusa-powered car, and he plans
selected OSS outings again this season.
“It’s the first time I’ve been to Oulton

and I found it a very entertaining circuit
to drive. It suited my style,”said Torrie,
who joined the Benetton F1 team in
1995 and stayed until 2006 when it
was Renault-owned.

Torrie’s father Bob worked for the
March F2 and Lotus F1 teams when he
was recruited by FrankWilliams and
Patrick Head in the late-1970s.
M A R C U S P Y E

Saunders’ TVR to return

Torrie targets title bid

H I S T O R I C F 2

The Historic Formula 2 International
Series opens at this weekend’s Jim Clark
Revival event at Hockenheim, where
Historic Sports Car Club chief Grahame
White will commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the Scottish driver’s death.

Three Ralt RT1s head the field for the
double-header, the BMW-engined examples
of Switzerland’s Hans Peter and Briton
Steve Seaman (ex-Eddie Cheever machine)
joined by Scottish-based Steve Futter in
the ex-ManfredWinkelhock car used last
season with a Cosworth BDG engine by
the late John Lord.

Swede Torgny Johansson (March 782) and
British Chevron racers Chris Willie (B29),
Mike Bletsoe-Brown and Martyn Donn
(B27s, the latter set to debut his ex-Harald
Ertl chassis) are among the opposition.

Alsacian Robert Simac is gunning for
his sixth successive title from the 1600cc
division, competing against fellowMarch
712 driver Paul Bason, Luciano Arnold
(Brabham BT36) and Roger Bevan
(ex-Emerson Fittipaldi Lotus 69).

Historic FF1600 racer James Buckton
(Lola T240) debuts in the FAtlantic class.
M A R C U S P Y E

ClarkRevival
event tobegin
F2season
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nychampionshipthatcanmusteronlyfour
carsforthesecondroundof itsseasonis
clearly inbigtrouble.Andthat’stheposition
theRenaultUKClioCupJuniorseriesfound
itself inatRockinghamlastweekend.

But it’snotaloneamongthefour juniorcarracingcategories
(championshipspermittedbytheMotorSportsAssociation
fordriversaged14-17) insufferingasmallentry.Fiesta Junior
attractedonlyeightcarsfor itsseasonopeneratBrandsHatch
lastmonth,whiletheJuniorSaloonCarChampionshipwasata
healthier–butstillnotasbigas ithasbeen–16atRockingham.
OnlyGinetta Juniorhasnotsufferedadecrease,remainingat
around20drivers, like ithasforsomeyearsnow.
Clearlyall isnotwellonthe juniorracingscene.Andone

possiblereasonforthatcouldbemarketsaturation.Whenthe
MSAgrantedapermitforClioJunior in2016,itwasthefirsttime
thegoverningbodyhadapprovedfour juniorchampionshipsto
runatthesametime.That,combinedwithBritishFormula4
allowingdriversasyoungas15toraceasingle-seater (andmore
thanhalfofthisyear’sgrid iseither15or16yearsold),gives
teenagersgraduatingoutofkartsplentyofoptions.

DoestheUKreallyneedfourdedicated juniorchampionships?
Probablynot,giventhatnoneoftheserieshasevergotcloseto
fullcapacity.Andespeciallynotwhenyouconsiderhowsimilar
theseriesare.Despitebeingofvaryingages,theFiestas,Cliosand
theJSCC’sCitroenSaxosarefundamentallyasimilartypeofcar.

Ithasbeensuggestedthatmoredifferentiationisneeded–
oneideaputtomewashavingthree juniorseries:onesingle-
seater (ineffect,BritishF4),onesportscar (Ginetta Junior)and
onesalooncar.Andit’sdifficult toargueagainstthat logic.
Butthenumberof juniorseries intheUKdoesnotexplain

whyentrieshavedecreasedforthisyear inparticular.True,
FiestaJuniorhasbeenhamperedbyanunpopularswitch
fromDunloptoMRFtyres,butthereareothergeneral factors
too.WhenaskedwhyClioJuniorhasstruggledthisseason,
championshipmanagerWillFewkesdescribes“avery
challengingsetofregulatorycircumstances”affecting

theseriesand“numerouschangesto juniorformula
requirementsatshortnotice”.Itdoesn’ttakeageniusto
workoutwhichorganisationheisblaminghere.Andit’s
asimilarstoryformostoftheotherchampionshipstoo.
Oneofthekeyissueshasbeenachangeintherules

regardingthedriver’sdoorprotection,withFIAregulations
beingadoptedthatmandatethatacertainamountoffoam
is includedwithinthedoor,alongwithothersafety-related
alterations.Now,don’tgetmewrong,effortstoimprove
safetyshouldbecommended–particularlyconsideringhow
oldsomeofthemachineryusedinthe juniorcategories is.
Butthecruxoftheissuecomeswiththedetailandthetiming.
I firstheardinOctober lastyearthatchangeswereonthecards

–aperfectlyreasonabletimescaleforadjustmentstobemade.
However,at leastoneofthe juniorseriesdidnothearuntilearly
Februarytheprecisedetailsofwhatneededtobedone.Finding
thatout justafewweeksbeforethestartoftheseasonisfar from
idealandhasaffectedthewaycategorieshavebeenpromoted.
Butthatwasn’ttheendof it.WithitbeinganFIA-basedrule,

someofthematerialsrequiredneededtobeimportedfrom
Europe–notnecessarilyastraightforwardprocess,especially
whenstocksofsaidmaterialsarerunninglow.Alternativeshadto
besoughtandthenapproved,andsometeamswereleftdeveloping
theirowninnovativesolutions.Withorganisershavingtodeal
withallofthat,it’snowonderentrynumbershavesuffered.
Butsurelytheyshouldn’thavehadto.Anyrulechanges

shouldbeclearlycommunicated,infulldetail,monthsin
advanceandnotatthe lastminute.
It isanincrediblemess–andno-onehasemergedfrom

it lookinggood,bethattheseriesthemselves,theorganising
clubsortheMSA.Thegoverningbodyhasyettogive itsside
ofthestory,buttheworryingdanger istheprecedentthis is
setting.Organiserswillbe left fearingwhat’scomingnext,
knowingtheyhavenochoicebuttocomplyotherwise
seriesrisk losingMSAchampionshipstatus.
It’sexactlywhat incomingMSAchairmanDavidRichards

toldAutosportthatgrassrootsmotorsportdidn’tneed
(March22,p61).
Hesaid:“Itshouldnotbebureaucratic,burdenedwithlots

ofregulation,itshouldbecheapandaccessible.”Importing
partsfromEuropeatthe lastminutebecauseofa late
regulationdirectivedoesn’tmeethiscriteria.
Therearesomegoodinitiativesonthe juniorscene,likethe

JSCCandGinetta Juniorscholarships,andsomegreatprizes
too(forexample,Clio Junioroffersthewinnerfreeentryto
theseniorseries).Butthedanger isthat,withoutregulatory
stability,no-onewillbeabletotakeadvantageofthoseprizes.

A

“ D O E S T H E U K R E A L LY
N E E D F O U R D E D I C A T E D
J U N I O R C H A M P I O N S H I P S ? ”

Two championships with grid numbers in single figures suggests a struggling junior
racing scene. And it’s clear the series aren’t getting help from those above

S T E P H E N L I C K O R I S H

JUNIOR S IN T R O UBL E
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Kirkpatrick (11) and Kendall (8)
took a win apiece in the
Mini encounters

Both Kirkpatrick and Connor O’Brien
passed Rees to take the remaining podium
positions, while Silverstone winner Polley
recovered from a sluggish start to fifth.
Polley made no such error in race two,

heading the chasing pack into Deene at the
start. A fabulous six-car battle for the lead
ensued as Polley stood fast superbly against
challenges from Kendall and Kirkpatrick
to hold her advantage heading into the
final lap. Kirkpatrick would not be denied,
though.When Polley lost some rhythm in
traffic, he seized his opportunity – diving
inside at Deene to take a lead he would not
relinquish. Polley held on to second ahead
of O’Brien and Kendall.
In the Mighty Minis class, Stuart Coombs

emerged victorious in a three-way tussle
with Damien Harrington and Silverstone
double winner Lee Poolman to win race one.
Harrington was able to turn the tide in his
favour with success in the second event.

In the opening two-hour Britcar
Endurance race of the year, LukeWilliams
and Andreas Demetriou secured a
memorable win in their Ginetta G55
GT4, but it was far from straightforward.
Reigning Formula Ford 1600 champion
Williams built up a sizeable lead during his
stint, but Demetriou then had to survive a

collision with AshleyWoodman’s SEAT
at Tarzan, and fend off the closing KTM
X-Bow of Sean Cooper, to claim the spoils.
Cooper, co-driving with Mike McCollum,
closed a lap deficit to just 3.5 seconds at the
flag. Simon Rudd and Tom Barley took third
place in their Ginetta G55, aided by the
similar car of Jayde Kruger and Chris
Papageorgiou suffering an engine fire.

Reigning Endurance class champion
RossWylie and David Mason led the initial
stages of the opening 50-minute Sprint race
in their Ferrari 458 GT3. But Richard Neary
was able to overhaul them post-pitstops to
claim the win in his Mercedes-AMG GT3.
Neary also won the second Sprint contest,
run in tandem with the two-hour Endurance
event, despite having to make two
unscheduled pitstops owing to penalties.
John Seale steered his Ferrari 488 to second
in class ahead of Wylie and Mason.
Ben Palmer’s push for a second successive

Renault Clio Cup Series title showed no
sign of fading as he maintained his unbeaten
start to the season with two wins. Ronan
Pearson claimed second in race one ahead
of Ben Colburn, who got the better of
Simon Freeman with a fine outbraking
move at Tarzan on lap two.

Colburn made a lightning getaway to

R O C K I N G H A M
B A R C
A P R I L 14  15

Reigning Super Mighty Minis champion
Scott Kendall continued his solid start
to the new season with a commanding
race one win last Saturday at Rockingham.
Neven Kirkpatrick narrowly denied Jo Polley
the victory spoils in a thrilling second
encounter on Sunday.
Despite being beaten off the line by the

fast-starting Dave Rees, Kendall was able
to snatch the lead around the outside of
Tarzan on the opening lap, romping clear
to a comfortable victory.“On a circuit like
Rockingham, it’s easier to win if you are
lucky enough to break the tow,”Kendall said.

Kendall extendsMighty title-winning form

Just 0.1s decided Classic
VW Cup encounter
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Joel Wren took advantage of a
tardy start by series pacesetter Ben
Kasperczak to win in the opening
Junior Saloon Car Championship
contest. Kasperczak then claimed
a stylish win on the road in race
two, but he was later excluded
for a technical infringement.
Kasperczak’s poor getaway from

pole relegated him to fourth at the
start of the first race. Wren led
initally with Scott McIntyre and
Steven Chandler heading the chase.
At Deene a lap later, though, both

Chandler and Kasperczak powered
ahead of McIntyre and led the
pursuit of Wren.

Kasperczak and Chandler
swapped positions at Turn 1 soon
after, enabling Kasperczak to home
in on the leader. He closed the gap
to less than a second as the race
neared its conclusion, but Wren
kept his composure to record

his first win of the season.
Kasperczak made no mistake

with his start in the second race,
powering into an unrelenting
lead from pole ahead of Wren,
McIntyre and Chandler. As the
race progressed and the top two
eased clear, the battle for third
between McIntyre and Chandler
became the main focus, with
McIntyre eventually pulling clear.
However, there was more drama

to come as Kasperczak, McIntyre
and Chandler’s cars all failed
post-race scrutineering and
were removed from the results,
gifting Wren a double.
M A R K L I B B E T E R

R O C K I N G H A M
M G O W N E R S ’ C L U B
A P R I L 14  15

Lee Sullivan twice overcame fellow
ZR driver David Mellor to record a
double victory in the MG Owners’
Club Championship.
The MGFs of Stuart Plotnek and

current champion Simon Kendrick
appeared to get the jump on race one
front-row men Sullivan and Mellor.
But Sullivan grabbed the advantage
by Deene, and Mellor moved into
second by the end of the first lap.
The top two then broke away from

the chasing pack as Mellor tried to
hound Sullivan into an error. But
Sullivan stood firm to win.
Behind the leading duo the battle

for third proved just as close as
Kendrick and Plotnek were pushed
by fellowMGF runner MartinWills.

Having passed Plotnek,Wills got
ahead of Kendrick to take third,

and Plotnek inherited fourth when
Kendrick retired from the race.
Mellor led Sullivan in race two as

track conditions deteriorated in the
drizzle, but Sullivan would not be
denied his double success. After
several attempts, he made a decisive
move by Mellor at Turn 1 late in the
race to claim his second triumph.
Kendrick enjoyed better luck

in race two, coming out on top of
another close battle withWills
and Steve Darbey’s ZR to seal
the final podium spot.
M A R K L I B B E T E R
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BARC SALOONS & VTEC CHALLENGE
Race 1 Rob Burkinshaw (Honda Integra)
Race 2 Rob Burkinshaw (Honda Integra)

BRITCAR
Sprint Race Richard Neary
(Mercedes-AMGGTGT3)
Endurance Race LukeWilliams/
Andreas Demetriou (Ginetta G55 GT4)

CLASSIC VW CUP
Race 1Daniel Rose (Golf TFSI Mk5)
Race 2Daniel Rose (Golf TFSI Mk5)

JUNIOR SALOON CAR CHAMPIONSHIP
Race 1 Joel Wren
Race 2 Joel Wren

MG OWNERS’ CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
Race 1 Lee Sullivan (ZR 160)
Race 2 Lee Sullivan (ZR 160)

MICHELIN CLIO CUP SERIES
Race 1 Ben Palmer
Race 2 Ben Palmer

SUPER MIGHTY MINIS AND MIGHTY MINIS
Race 1 Scott Kendall (Super MightyMini)
Race 2Neven Kirkpatrick (Super MightyMini)

RENAULT UK CLIO CUP JUNIOR
Race 1Gus Burton
Race 2Gus Burton

briefly lead the second event before being
usurped by Palmer. This left Colburn to
successfully fend off the attentions of
Freeman, Pearson and Tyler Lidsey.

Daniel Rose also enjoyed double success,
steering his Golf TFSI Mk5 to glory in both
Classic VW Cup encounters. Veteran Ken
Lark in his trusty Corrado ran him close –
the margin of victory in race two was just
0.1s. Mark Shepherd’s Golf shook off
the challenge of Alex Kite’s Vento VR6
to take third in the opener. Brad Kaylor
claimed the final podium spot in race
two in his SEAT Leon Supercopa.

Contrasting weather conditions greeted
the drivers in both VTEC Challenge/BARC
Saloons races, but it did little to stop
Rob Burkinshaw cantering to victory in
his Honda Integra. Phil Wright finished
second in his Accord in the dry of race one,
brought to a premature end when Richard
Chipchase’s Civic got beached on the edge
of Gracelands. In a damp race two,Wright
overhauled AndrewMizzi to claim second.

The Clio Cup Junior double-header was
hindered by a poor entry list; only four cars
took the start of each race. Gus Burton won
both events, with Louis Doyle and Lorcan
Hanafin taking a second apiece.
M A R K L I B B E T E R

Wren claims a double as
Kasperczack is excluded

MGbrace for Sullivan

For full results visit:
tsl-timing.com

Mellor (17) was Sullivan’s
biggest threat

Kasperczackmissed
out on race-two win
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Bruton leads the
way during one-make
Stryker opener

third, though his engine was down on
power. Purcell completed the Fiesta double
on Sunday, working his way from sixth
in a thrilling third race of the weekend
and taking a hard-earned series lead.
Seasoned saloon exponent Michael

Cullen won the first Fiesta ST race, just
pipping 2017 champion Dave Maguire to the
line. John Denning came home third, making
it a Murray Motorsport podium lockout.
Denning held off continuous pressure

from Cullen to take race two, with early
leader Kellett beating Barry-John McHenry
for third. Impressive debutant Paul Swords,
crossing over from Superbike racing, came
home fifth. In the third race, poleman
Maguire was never headed. A delighted
McHenry took second despite the best
efforts of Kellett, with Cullen next up.

Jack Byrne took the Formula Vee B/C
race, but only just from Gavin Buckley and
with Shane McBride in close attendance.
In the A race, leaders Lee Newsome and

reigning series champion Colm Blackburn
tangled at Turn 1. The officials judged
Blackburn to be at fault, awarding Newsome
the win, with Anthony Cross and Byrne
completing the podium.
Jackie Cochrane’s rumbling V8 Sunbeam

Tiger returned to the Historic Racing Car

Association grids after a sabbatical and
predictably took two wins, despite a
typically spectacular performance from
the evergreen Stephen Griffin in his
Modsport MGMidget.
Gary Corcoran took an early lead in the

opening Supercar race in damp conditions.
An inspired move by series debutant
Cameron Fenton around the outside into
the Esses took him ahead, and he eased
away for an impressive win. In race two
Corcoran again led while Fenton was in
the wars behind, shuffling back to fourth.
But the Ginetta Junior graduate regrouped

and charged to second, closed the gap to
Corcoran with a series of fastest laps, and
crossed the line right with the leader.
In the concurrently run Irish Touring

Car Championship races, Martin Duffy
took the opener in his BMWM3, holding
off the VWGolf of Philip Burdock. In
race two Gareth Jennings got the jump
on everyone off the line and hung on for
his first ITCC win. Pa Hudson was a distant
second in a similar Honda Integra, but
Duffy failed to finish. Burdock crossed the
line fourth after a succession of dramas.
Megan Campbell took a popular debut

Ginetta Junior win in race one from Rob
Parks and Chris Grimes. Series leader

M O N D E L L O PA R K
I M R C
A P R I L 14  15

Polesitter Des Bruton dominated the
opening Irish Stryker race in difficult
conditions, but interest centred on Nicole
Drought’s determined charge from 14th
on the grid to cross the line in fourth.
In race two Bruton led early on but was

deposed by the charging Andy Dalton. Greg
Kelly also eased by in the closing laps, and
in their wake Bill Griffin came out on top
of a cracking battle with Stephen Ross
and RogerWelaratne to take fourth.
Mark Johnston took his first Ford Fiesta

Zetec victory in the opener, winning from
Owen Purcell. William Kellett came home

Strykers providepickofMondello action

Johnston (21) translated
pole into first Zetec win
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BOSS IRELAND
Race 1 Sylvie Mullins (Formula Renault)
Race 2 Sylvie Mullins (Formula Renault)

FIESTA ST
Race 1Michael Cullen
Race 2 John Denning
Race 3DaveMaguire

FIESTA ZETEC
Race 1Mark Johnston
Race 2Owen Purcell
Race 3Owen Purcell

FORMULA VEE
B/C Race Jack Byrne (Sheane)
ARace Lee Newsome (Sheane)

FUTURE CLASSICS
Timothy Duggan (SEAT Ibiza)

GINETTA JUNIOR IRELAND
Race 1Megan Campbell (G20)
Race 2 Rob Parks (G20)

HISTORIC RACING CAR ASSOCIATION
Race 1 Jackie Cochrane (SunbeamTiger)
Race 2 Jackie Cochrane (SunbeamTiger)

IRISH STRYKERS
Race 1Des Bruton
Race 2 Andy Dalton

IRISH SUPERCARS
Race 1 Cameron Fenton
Race 2Gary Corcoran

Parks returned to the top step in race two,
from Seog Martin and Grimes.
Peter Dwyer beat BOSS Ireland poleman

Fergus Faherty off the line in the opening
race, and Faherty subsequently came under
attack from hillclimb expert Paul O’Connell,
both driving Dallara F3 machines.When the
two made contact, Sylvie Mullins snatched
second in his Formula Renault and began
to close down the leading Lola-Nissan
of Dwyer. As he was about to challenge,
though, the leader headed towards the
pits, leaving Mullins a clear road ahead.
In race two, no doubt buoyed by his

earlier success, Mullins outbraked the
F3 pair into Turn 1 and grabbed the lead.
Faherty closed him down but spun on
the greasy track as he lined up to overtake.
He recovered strongly and closed the gap,
but Mullins held on for a surprise double
– against some far more potent opposition.
Timmy Duggan’s defence of his lead in

the Future Classics opener could best be
described as robust. He continually came
under attack from Brian Sexton and Adrian
Dunne as the chasing pack watched the
action from close quarters. Duggan held
on for the win, while Dunne fended off
Sexton for second at the flag.
L E O N U L T Y

THROUGHTHE FIATS AND FORDS In his younger days, Barry-John McHenry used to watch
Gordon Kellett and Michael Cullen racing on TV. A few years later he began racing in Fiat Unos
and progressed to win the Punto Abarth title. This weekend he took on his heroes – and beat
them, taking an impressive runner-up spot in the third Fiesta ST race of the weekend.

CHANGINGDISCIPLINESHillclimb champion Paul O’Connell has just a few circuit races under his
belt. Having sold his Norma sportscar, he arrived at the BOSS opener with a Formula 3 Dallara and
stunned with his pace and commitment. A clash while challenging for second dropped him back
in race one and a non-finish in race two ended his event prematurely, but he hadmade his point.

ONE-MAKE EXCITEMENT Irish Touring Car Championship winner Nicole Drought had a truncated
season in 2017 because of her studies but returned to the circuits last weekend with a new car
for the Stryker series. Zero testing and a shower of rain left her in 14th place on the grid. In the
first race, she put in an inspired charge to finish fourth.

For full results visit:
timing.ie
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Returning Sayell
claimed F1000 win
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Six bewinged BMW E46M3s in the top 10
in qualifying for the wonderfully diverse
43-car Club Enduro on nearby Aintree’s
Grand National day would have got punters
long odds on rivals for the postponed 750
Motor Club season-opener at Oulton Park.

But the BMWs were beaten in an
extraordinary two-hour International

Circuit race, however, leaving Guy Colclough
a deserving winner in his SEAT Leon TCR.

Andy Marston and Luke Sedzikowski
led at the start with Colclough (on solo
duty, with team-mate Tony Rodgers unwell)
chasing the M3s. All pitted together during
a safety car interlude – during which Rob
Meredith’s M3 was tugged out of the
Knickerbrook gravel bed – whereupon
Porsche pair Steve Cheetham (Boxster)
and Matt Faizey (968) took up the cudgels.

Essex ace Adam Shepherd tore past in

Winstanley starts 420R
title defencewith victory

ColcloughsteersTCR
thoroughbred
to Endurowin

S N E T T E R T O N
B R S C C
A P R I L 14  15

Caterham 420R champion Danny
Winstanley began his title defence with a
win from ninth on the grid at Snetterton.

He quickly overcame the lowly start
slot – blamed on poor tactics – carving
his way into the lead by the fourth lap.
Winstanley then traded places with

Jack Brown, winning by only 0.05
seconds as Brown ducked out of his
slipstream. Third in the opener, Sean
Byrne won the second race, but
Winstanley could count himself
unfortunate. The champion had
drafted by Byrne on the final lap,
only for red flags – caused by a roll
for fellow frontrunner John Byrne

Sedzikowski’s new Tegiwa M3 and seemed
set for gold when its engine misfired, then
died. Shepherd parked it disconsolately
at Knickerbrook beside the Louis Wall/
Matt Cherrington Z3, which had caught
fire. Colclough sailed past to victory over
disbelieving Class B winner Faizey and
Andy Baylie/Luke Schlewitz’s M3, who
salvaged some BMW honour after the
Chris Hoey/Paul Ivens VW Scirocco
pitted a lap from the chequer, ceding third.

Drive of the race came from second-

Club Enduro
attracted 43 cars

across three classes
at Oulton Park

following contact withWilliam Smith
at Nelson – to necessitate a countback.

Christian Szaruta was similarly denied
a double in the Caterham 310Rs after two
race-long battles with Gordon Sawyer.
Szaruta claimed his first win in three years
with a decisive outside move at Brundle
on race one’s final lap. He appeared to
be planning a similar attack in race two,
having rested his tyres mid-race, but red
flags intervened. Chris Hutchinson and
Chris Rankin completed the podiums.
Jay McCormack avenged a narrow

defeat at the same venue last year as he
held off PeteWalters to win the opening
Caterham 270R race by 0.024s.Walters
had to settle for second again in race two,
this time 0.079s behind Jamie Falvey, while
Gary Smith claimed third from 12th on
the grid after contact in the first race.

Oliver Allwood scooped a hat-trick of
wins in the Mazda MX-5 Championship.
Opening-round treble winnerWill
Blackwell-Chambers was second in race
one, finding himself unable to keep
Allwood behind on the long straights.
Blackwell-Chambers might have repeated
that in race two, but when Brian Trott –
third in the opener – missed a gear on
the final run out of Murray’s, Blackwell-
Chambers was boxed in, allowing Mike
Comber and Jason Greatrex to slip past.
Greatrex almost outdragged Allwood

on the run to the line in race three,
missing out by just 0.003s in a photo
finish. Trott was again third after earlier
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contact with Blackwell-Chambers
dropped the champion down the order.
F1000 champion Michael Watton

continued his fine form by comfortably
winning the first race, despite a poor start.
But his engine dumped its coolant and lost
oil in the reversed-grid race, ending his
weekend. Dan Clowes took the win from
returnee Rob Sayell, while Elliot Mitchell
secured a maiden podium – it would have
been a win but for a 10s penalty for moving
at the start. Sayell went one place better
in the curtain-closer, winning from
Clowes and Alok Iyengar.

A maiden victory for Matt Parkes
denied champion Steven Dailly a BMW

starting Martin James, who lost two
laps in the pits, then hurtled his Honda
Civic back to fifth ahead of Phil Dryburgh/
John Brown’s M3.
Renault Clio 182 title hat-trick aspirant

Patrick Fletcher started strongly, beating
Ryan Polley and Jack Kingsbury in a tight
first race after which Mark Balmer was
flicked from second to fourth for contact.
In race two Kingsbury staved off Fletcher
and Tibbs for a memorable first win despite
“a bit of an issue with the clutch sticking
down”.When Tibbs was excluded for
tagging Balmer, Matt Digby was elevated
to third having pipped Polley.
Impressive Bikesports debutant Lee

Torrie, in a Radical SR3 RSX, snared pole
and led the programme opener until local
PR6 driver Phil Cooper breached his
defences. Cooper outbraked himself at
Hislop’s in the sequel, whereupon teenager
Joe Stables, who had gone second when
Torrie snaked onto the grass mid-chicane
there, pounced for victory in his SR3.
RAF pilot Darren Berris won both

Armed Forces Challenge races in his
flame-spittingWestfield V8. Second
qualifier Will Ashmore somehow kept his
Honda Civic out of the Old Hall barriers
at the start, then screamed back to fourth
behind Mark Inman’s Vauxhall VX220
and Mike Nash’s SEAT Supercopa who
duelled throughout. Ashmore chased –
indeed gained on – Berris before retiring
from race two, promoting Inman. Matty
Taylor was overjoyed with third in his
hairy M3-engined BMWCompact.

The sonorous E46s of the BMWM3 Cup

championship and 330i Challenge series
ran concurrently with an even split.
Circuit neighbour Sam Carrington-Yates
ruled the roost, narrowly beating David
Whitmore and Tom Coller in the respective
races.Whitmore spun off at Dentons
while trying to pass fast-starter Nick
Williamson in the finale, forcing a stoppage.
David Drinkwater twice bested Matt
Maxted among the 330is as Lewis Carter
struggled with his engine limping.
M A R C U S P Y E

Fletcher (29)
began another
182 title chase

Cooper (4) denied
Torrie dream

Bikesports start

Compact Cup double; a slight mistake
from Dailly mid-race allowed Parkes to
slip inside at Agostini. Ian Jones and
Owen Hunter also pounced, but Dailly
recovered to second at the flag. Dailly
won race two, benefiting from an
improved rear-end set-up, passing
Parkes at Agostini on the penultimate
lap, with Jones following through.
In the Mazda MX-5 Super Series

there was a hat-trick for Josh Jackson.
His closest challenger was Jake Bailey,
who threw away the lead of race two
by outbraking himself and running
very wide at Agostini.
M A R K PA U L S O N

Top three in first
270R encounter were
covered by just 0.094s

Jackson (72) and Bailey
(14) duelled in MX-5s

O U L T O N PA R K
ARMED FORCES CHALLENGE
Race 1 Darren Berris (Westfield V8)
Race 2 Darren Berris (Westfield V8)

BIKESPORTS
Race 1 Phil Cooper (Radical PR6)
Race 2 Joe Stables (Radical SR3)

BMWM3 CUP/330i CHALLENGE
Race 1 SamCarrington-Yates (E46M3)
Race 2 SamCarrington-Yates (E46M3)

CLIO 182 CUP
Race 1 Patrick Fletcher
Race 2 Jack Kingsbury

CLUB ENDURO
Guy Colclough (SEAT Leon TCR)

For full results visit: 750mc.co.uk

S N E T T E R T O N
BMW COMPACT CUP
Race 1Matt Parkes
Race 2 Steven Dailly

CATERHAM ROADSPORT
Race 1 JamesMurphy
Race 2 JamesMurphy

CATERHAM SEVEN 270R
Race 1 JayMcCormack
Race 2 Jamie Falvey

CATERHAM SEVEN 310R
Race 1 Christian Szaruta
Race 2 Gordon Sawyer

CATERHAM SEVEN 420R
Race 1 DannyWinstanley
Race 2 Sean Byrne

F1000
Race 1Michael Watton
Race 2 Dan Clowes
Race 3 Rob Sayell

MAZDA MX-5 CHAMPIONSHIP
Race 1AOliver Allwood
Race 2A Oliver Allwood
Race 3AOliver Allwood
Race 1B SamGendy
Race 2B SamSmith
Race 3B John Langridge

MAZDA MX-5 SUPER SERIES
Race 1 Josh Jackson
Race 2 Josh Jackson
Race 3 Josh Jackson

For full results visit:
tsl-timing.com
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Lotus Cup wins
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Walton and Ethan Pitt. More impressive was
his race two charge from fifth to first in just
two laps.“I was at full lock overtaking,”was
how he described his move on Pitt. Privateer
Alex Nevill grabbed both Am wins.

Engine failure denied Jono Davies
Cooper S honours in favour of rookie
Will Fairclough. Rob Austin fought from
eighth to third behind Stuart Lane, and
made no mistakes for race two success.
Ben Cater’s Monoposto Championship

stranglehold began with a treble victory.
Fuel pump scares in race two forced
the Dallara driver to do it the hard way,
squeezing inside Tony Bishop at the exit
of Coppice. In the final contest he fended
off Jason Timms.“Fuel pressure was low,
so I tried the second fuel pump switch
and suddenly it came back to life,”he said.

Timms recovered from a sluggish first
race for a double podium. Bishop’s weekend
ended in the gravel, having retired from
second in race one. Subbing for son Alex
during A-levels, Richard Fores fought to
second from the pits on his debut after
a shunt in qualifying. A startline crash
ended Fores’s final race ignominiously.

Confusion at the start also cost Dean
Warren in Moto 1000. Distracted by a green
flag during the race-two start light sequence,
the 10-second jump-start penalty gifted
a hard-chasing Mark Reade victory. Nigel
Davers clinched a wet third race. Gearbox
gremlins removed Tom Rawlings from
the weekend after costing him race
one toWarren by 0.4s.

D O N I N G T O N PA R K
M S V R
A P R I L 14  15

The Lotus Cup built up to a thrilling
climax at Donington Park as Craig Denman
continued his fine form by completing a
dominant second consecutive hat-trick.

Starting 10th in race three after two
faultless lights-to-flag efforts, Denman
made steady progress and passed Joe
Taylor’s Exige as rain fell. Taylor had
climbed six spots from eighth with a
lightning getaway, but could only add a
second to his brace of third-place finishes.

Kyle Reid’s winning streak stretched to
five with twoMini Challenge Pro victories.

Having taken a clean sweep in the
Scottish championship’s Knockhill visit
a week earlier, he grabbed pole in race one
and romped to victory.“I feel awesome,”
said Reid, who is unable to partake in a
full season owing to work commitments.

Reid’s opening victory was relatively
routine, as he led home a chasing Simon

Denmanscoresback-to-back
hat-tricks inLotusCup

D O N I N G T O N PA R K
W E E K E N D W I N N E R S

LOTUS CUP AND ELISE TROPHY
Race 1 Craig Denman (Elise)
Race 2 Craig Denman (Elise)
Race 3 Craig Denman (Elise)

MINI CHALLENGE COOPER PRO/AM
Race 1 Kyle Reid
Race 2 Kyle Reid

MINI CHALLENGE COOPER S
Race 1Will Fairclough
Race 2 Rob Austin

MONOPOSTO F3/2000/FR2000/MOTO 1400
Race 1 Ben Cater (Dallara F306)
Race 2 Ben Cater (Dallara F306)
Race 3 Ben Cater (Dallara F306)

MONOPOSTO MOTO 1000/CLASSIC/1800/1600
Race 1DeanWarren (Speads RM04A)
Race 2Mark Reade (Leastone 1000)
Race 3Nigel Davers (Jedi Mk6)

RACING SALOONS
Race 1 Stephen Pearson (BMWE36M3)
Race 2Nigel Innes (BMWE36M3)

PRODUCTION BMW
Race 1WilliamDavison
Race 2WilliamDavison

PORSCHE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
Race 1 CraigWilkins (996)
Race 2Mark Sumpter (996)

TRACKDAY TROPHY
RobinWelsh/Paul McErlean (BMW330 Clubsport)

TRACKDAY CHAMPIONSHIP
Race 1 RobinWelsh/Paul McErlean

(BMW330 Clubsport)
Race 2 James Britton (BMWE36M3)

Graves’s (33) brake issues
helped Davison (17) to win

For full results visit:
tsl-timing.com

Stephen Pearson and Nigel Innes shared
Racing Saloons spoils, while poor starts
hobbled Karl Cattliff on his series return.

Roger Kneebone inherited the race-one
lead after Innes made a mistake, and he
defended from Cattliff until oil dropped at
the chicane left both slithering wide. Sliding
through to victory came Pearson’s BMW
E36M3, carrying a modified cereal box
aiding front-end airflow. Innes trailed, but
avenged himself later by slotting inside
Pearson at Redgate to win another four-
strong BMW squabble from Cattliff.
Trust prevailed in a tense Production

BMW battle between David Graves and
double winnerWilliam Davison. Brake
issues blunted poleman Graves’s opening
race attack and Davison pounced at
McLeans, leaving Graves unable to
overturn his rival in second.
A sluggish start frustrated Mark Sumpter

in the opening Porsche Club Championship
race, but he swiftly made amends to share
wins with fellow 996 driver Craig Wilkins.
Pete Morris twice took to the podium
finisher in his new 997.
D A N M A S O N



Levin race didn’t count towards ’67
Tasman series but Clark won anyway
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B O O K
J I M C L A R K :
T H E B E S T
O F T H E B E S T

In any discussion
of who is the
greatest racing
driver of all time,
Jim Clark invariably

features. Both Jackie Stewart and Ayrton
Senna conquered all others on the way to
becoming triple champions and yet both
revered Clark. That in itself speaks volumes.

Clark died 50 years ago this month,
during the opening round of the 1968
European Formula 2 Championship, but his
legacy lives on. Evro Publishing’s Jim Clark:
The Best of the Best captures the Scot’s life
through his formative years and racing
success to his untimely death.Written
by renowned journalist David Tremayne,
author of over 50 books including Donald
Campbell: The Man behind the Mask, it’s an
unexpectedly personal biography.

At first this sits somewhat uncomfortably
on the page, as Tremayne’s interactions
with fellow plane passengers or a stewardess
read more like an account of his experiences
of writing the book than being a biography

of Clark. But that’s soon flipped on its
head.With the passage of time, the number
of those who knew Clark personally
diminshes. So the need to convey why
they found him so warming becomes
integral to what Tremayne tries to achieve.

The book opens strongly, with a foreword
written by four-time IndyCar champion
and triple Indianapolis 500 winner Dario
Franchitti. For him Clark is number one,
though Franchitti is quick to acknowledge
that the 25-time grand prix winner died
five years before he was born. But, as
Franchitti says, that only adds to the
mysticism surrounding him.
From there you’re into that weekend at

Hockenheim with five-time LeMans winner
Derek Bell recalling his interactions with
Clark, where he struggles to comprehend
the humility and approachability of a
driver with the world at his feet.

The remaining 500 pages celebrate
Clark’s life and the soaring heights of
his remarkable career. Much like the film
Senna, the fateful ending doesn’t permeate
every chapter and that enables you to
become fully absorbed.
It’s most definitely a coffee table book –

a quality product that’s well presented and
interspersed with a choice and diversity of

JIM CLARK
REMEMBERED



A P R I L 19 2 018 AUTOSPORT.COM 6 9

archive images which perfectly complement
the text. That being said, £80 still feels
steep, even for a book that’ll be picked up
time and time again.

While he remains best known for his two
Formula 1 titles, Clark’s achievements are
remarkable for their sheer diversity. He won
the 1964 British Saloon Car Championship,
the Indy 500 the following year and then
entered the RAC Rally as reigning F1
champion in ’66. It’s here where Tremayne’s
work is most successful. He captures the
immense scope of Clark’s career, from
club racing to world-beating glory, with
remarkable detail along the way.
It may jump from discipline to discipline

in successive paragraphs, but all the while
it’s clear what race is being recounted. That
allows the reader to enjoy the sort of detail
that simply isn’t readily available on the
internet. High-speed motorway exploits in
a Jaguar D-type for the sake of ‘clearing an
engine’ and annihilating the field in an F2
race at Pau are particular highlights.
When the book does tackle the

unresolved and disputed events of Clark’s
fatal crash, the abiding sentiment is just
how numb people were to learn of his death
– that it could happen to him – and it
makes for a chilling few pages.
After the final chapters, which offer

a meditation about what made him so
respected on-track and liked off it, the
lasting impression is that Jim Clark: The
Best of the Best reads like an unashamed
love letter to the driver.

For those who perhaps place Stirling
Moss, Gilles Villeneuve and so on as
number one, Tremayne offers an utterly
captivating case for placing Clark as the
very best to have graced motorsport.
M A T T K E W

INTERNATIONAL
MOTORSPORT

IndyCar Series
Rd 4/16
Barber Motorsports
Park, Alabama, USA
April 22
TV Live
BT Sport
ESPN,
Sunday 2000

Indy Lights
Rd 2/10
Barber Motorsports
Park, Alabama, USA
April 21-22

Blancpain
Endurance Cup
Rd 1/5
Monza, Italy
April 22
TV Live
Motorsport.tv,
Sunday 1345.
Eurosport 1,
Sunday 1615

Formula Renault
Eurocup
Rd 2/10
Monza, Italy
April 21-22
TV Live BT Sport
ESPN, Saturday 1245.
BT Sport 2,
Sunday 1215

Super Formula
Rd 1/7
Suzuka, Japan
April 22

Japanese
Formula 3
Rd 1/8
Suzuka, Japan
April 21-22

Australian
Supercars
Rd 4/16
Phillip Island,
Victoria, Australia
April 21-22

NASCAR Cup
Rd 9/36
Richmond,
Virginia, USA
April 21
TV Live
Premier Sports,
Saturday 2300

24Hour Series
Rd 3/8
Navarra 12 Hours,
Spain
April 22

V8 Stock Cars
Rd 3/10
Velopark, Brazil
April 22

MotoGP
Rd 3/19
Austin, Texas, USA
April 22
TV Live Sport 2,
Sunday 1930

UK
MOTORSPORT

SnettertonHSCC
April 21
Guards Trophy, ’70s
Road Sports, Historic
Road Sports, Historic
Touring Cars, Classic
Clubmans

Kirkistown
500MRCI
April 21
Road Sports, Ford
Fiesta Zetec, FF1600,
Ireland Saloon/GT,
Formula Sheane,
Legends, Superkarts

Silverstone VSCC
April 21-22
Vintage and Pre-War
races, HGPCA,
Morgans, FISCAR

Brands Hatch
750MC
April 21-22
Formula Vee, Locost,
ToyotaMR2, RGB
Sports 1000,

Roadsports, 750
Formula, Historic
750 Formula, Sport
Specials, Classic Stock
Hatch, Hot Hatch,
MX-5 Cup

Pembrey BARC
April 21-22
Trucks, Track Attack,
Mini Se7en, Mini
Miglia, Hyundai
Coupe, MaX5,Welsh
Sports/Saloons

Donington Park
MSVR
April 21-22
LMP3 Cup, F3 Cup,
GT Cup, Heritage
Formula Ford,
Radical Challenge,
7 Race Series,
Sports 2000 Enduro

CroftBARC
April 21-22
Legends, Pickups,
Northern Sports/
Saloons, Pre-’66
Touring Cars, Pre-’83
Group 1 Touring Cars,
Pre-’93 Touring Cars,
Pre-’03 Touring Cars,
Pre-’05 Touring Cars,
BlueOval Saloons,
Classic andHistoric
Thunder Saloons

T H I S W E E K E N D ’S E V E N T S

M O T O R S P O R T S H O W  C H I N E S E G P R E V I E W
In the second full-length Motorsport Show produced in Motorsport.tv’s new
studio in Richmond, Surrey (the post-Bahrain analysis kicked off this series),
Peter Windsor and the expert team offer their insights following last weekend’s
dramatic Chinese Grand Prix. Go to http://bit.ly/motorsportshow

DON’T
MISS

H I G H L I G H T O F T H E W E E K



A: Source: DfT Road Accident Data 2015, B: Review of the AlcoSense Pro, 24/12/15. Intellectual Property: www.alcosense.co.uk/ip. © AlcoSense Laboratories, part of NowGroup UK Ltd, Unit 3 MEC, Cordwallis Street, Maidenhead SL6 7BE

Order securely at alcosense.co.uk or call 0800 195 0088

Available at Halfords & Selected Boots

£39.99 £59.99 £149.99From £2.99

Single Use
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“AlcoSense are a clear step
ahead of the rivals”
AutoExpress, Dec 2016

If you drank 4 pints or 4 glasses of wine between 9pm and midnight
you could still have alcohol in your system at 11am the next day. That’s
why one in five drink drive accidents happen the morning afterA.

AlcoSense quickly and accurately shows your blood alcohol level, so
you don’t become one of them.
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F I N I S H I N G S T R A I G H T

Codling was put to
work in Chamberlain

Viper pit crew

In at the deep end at the Circuit de la Sarthe
S T U A R T C O D L I N G

L E M A N S 19 9 8

ince good magazine craft
dictates that pictures must
accompany (and match)
words, regrettably we must
spool forwards 20 years

from my actual first motorsport memory,
a grasstrack event somewhere in what was
then known as North Humberside (I was
five years old at a push, and my father now
has no recollection of taking me). That’s
what fired my passion for motor racing
– although, what with one thing and
another, it would be the aforementioned
two decades before circumstances
enabled me to attend a race in person.

And what an introduction it was. The
now-defunct car/motorbike/lifestyle
magazine I worked for was ‘sponsoring’
Hugh Chamberlain’s team in the FIA GT
Championship – we had logos on the wing
mirrors – and the publishing director
decided that Le Mans would be a great
publicity opportunity (translation: a great
opportunity for him to blag some tickets
and have a few days out of the office).
Accordingly, he laid plans to travel there
with a bevy of glamour models – hey,
it was the 1990s – and our logo-laden
Dodge Ram truck, which did all of 14mpg.
Separately and at the last minute,

someone had a lightbulb moment that
involved doing something for the readers.
That’s why, at 9.30am on the Monday
before the race, the editor pressed into

S
my hands the keys to a Suzuki GSX600F
motorbike (the only vehicle we had on
loan at the time), a mobile phone (“Don’t
use this, especially in France”), a ferry
ticket and a piece of paper with some
vague instructions.
“You’re going to be part of the team,”

he said. “Don’t fuck it up. The ferry’s
at 6pm – be on it.”
With that terse injunction still ringing

in my ear, and following a sleepless
night on the floor of the overnight ferry
from Southampton to Caen, I arrived
at Le Mans wide-bloodshot-eyed with
excitement, established contact with the
team (disobeying the directive not to use
the phone, thereby squandering a portion
of the budget roughly equal to the Ram
travelling a mile and a half), and made
my way inside a motor racing circuit
for the first time. It was everything I’d
expected and more: noisy, crowded
and charged with atmosphere.
Finally I’d reached a place I’d dreamed

of visiting while reading Autosport in
my parents’ newspaper shop. Hugh
Chamberlain gave me a guided tour of
the paddock before putting me to work
in the pit crew. That was the hard bit.

The late Eoin Young titled his chronicle
of a life in motorsport journalism ‘It
Beats Working’. He never had to toil
around the clock to bring a car home
19th at Le Mans, though…

M Y F I R S T M O T O R S P O R T M E M O R Y

“ T H E E D I T O R P U S H E D
I N T O M Y H A N D S T H E
K E YS T O A M O T O R B I K E ,
A M O B I L E P H O N E
A N D A F E R R Y T I C K E T ”





F I N I S H I N G S T R A I G H T

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E
Count Louis Zborowski in full flight
in his Grand Prix AstonMartin on the
way to third place in the Light Car
class at theMidland Automobile
Club Hillclimb at ShelsleyWalsh on
July 29 1922. Zborowski was killed
two years later, aged 29, when his
Mercedes hit a tree during the Italian
Grand Prix at Monza, although his
legacy extendswell beyond his
contribution tomotorsport’s early
history: his exploits inspired Ian
Fleming towrite the children’s book
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, and his
enthusiasm for trains helped lead to
the building of the Romney, Hythe
and Dymchurch Railway in Kent.
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1 Sebastian Vettel won from pole on this
day for Red Bull’s first F1 victory, but how
many of its 56 wins have come from pole?

2 Jackie Stewart claimed March’s first GP
win on this day in 1970. By how much?

3 Today is Al Unser Jr’s birthday.Where
did he score the last of his 31 CART wins?

4 Which driver, born on this day in 1975,
was the first American to score an
International F3000 podium?

5 Which 500cc motorcycle world champ
took his first top-class podium on this
day in 1992?
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IS POWERED BY

This versatile Teuton swapped the
slopes for the stages and ended up on
top of the world. He found a four-star
home from home in the Principality,
but initial success was handbuilt
by robots over the border.
He was a pure gem when it was two

against four, but his picky ways didn’t
always endear him to his bosses and
he could have had at least one more
crown if only he’d changed his ways.
He was top of his class when he

took a long day’s journey into night
and back again, while after a grand
tour he went back to his roots. He
blitzed his way through some spikey
dust in record time and was a dab
hand on the sealed stuff too.
He could run rings around almost

anyone as he found a new calling late
on as the fastest chauffeur in the world.
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W H A T ’ S G O N E
W R O N G A T

M E R C E D E S ?

I N N E X T
W E E K ’S I S S U E

L A S T W E E K ’ S A N S W E R S

Who, what, where, when Sebastien Loeb, testing a GP2 car at Jerez, October 8 2009. Who is this? Bobby Rahal.
On this day 1) 3. 2) 6th. 3) 16. 4) Renault. 5) Hockenheim, 1992. Name the helmet Johnny Herbert.
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 M E R C E D E S ?

I N  N E X T 
W E E K ’S  I S S U EW E E K ’S  I S S U E

On this day 1) 3. 2) 6th. 3) 16. 4) Renault. 5) Hockenheim, 1992. On this day Johnny Herbert.
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