Hamilton’s Ferrari gamble rocks F1
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F1°S BIGGEST SHOCK

HAMILTON
TOFERRARI!

Why the seven-time
world champion s
leaving Mercedes
and how the surprise
move happened

‘I now have the chance

to fulfil another
childhood dream’

PLUS

The hits and misses
of champs at Ferrari
Button and the British
team taking on WEC

Williams, Sauber and Haas
kick off F1 launch season
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A shock move made from the
heart rather than the head?

It’s a week since the news broke of the biggest driver move in
Formula 1 history, but it still seems incredible. Rumours of Lewis
Hamilton going to Ferrari have circulated on and off for years, but it
seemed unlikely Hamilton would give up such a good Mercedes gig.

Being brutal, the move is not logical. Mercedes would surely be
more likely to give Hamilton the chance of an eighth world crown
than Ferrari, which hasn’t taken a title since 2008. Recent designs
have been tricky to drive and Charles Leclerc is arguably the fastest
driver in the field over a single lap. An easy ride it will not be.

But there’s no denying the romance surrounding Ferrari. Most, if
not all, drivers want to race for the famous Italian team. And many
believe that Hamilton’s hero, Ayrton Senna, would have ended up
there following his stint at Williams. The fact that Hamilton’s old
mate Fred Vasseur is team boss must also have been a factor.

Given the strength of Red Bull at the moment (despite internal
tensions, see[pf)) and Ferrari’s drought, a Hamilton title in red seems
unlikely. But, after Hamilton took his seventh crown in 2020, we
asked what he could possibly do to add to his status and legacy as
one of the greats and there was only one answer. If he was to take an
eighth title for a third team - one at which Alain Prost, Fernando
Alonso and Sebastian Vettel failed to get the ultimate prize (p30) -
against an entire generation of young hotshoes, it would be one
of the most remarkable feats in motorsport history. And fine
reward for a brave move that has supercharged F1.
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F1 rejection

Michael Andretti
has had his F1
bid kyboshed...

of Andretti bid

leaves sport and fans reeling

FORMULA 1

Formula 1 has rejected Andretti’s proposal
to form an 11th grand prix team. Four
months after the American set-up’s
application was approved by the FIA, the
championship issued a 1400-word review
outlining its “summary and conclusions
of commercial assessment process”.

The series stated that an expanded grid
would not add sufficient extra value since
any new entrant would not be fighting
for podiums and wins for several seasons.
F1 also implied that a partnership with
General Motors marque Cadillac would not
immediately suffice since Andretti would
still have to rely on a customer Renault
engine - since it currently supplies the
fewest teams - in its early years, which
in turn raises concerns about intellectual
property being shared. But it should be
noted that Andretti did have an initial
agreement with Renault, which suggests
that this was not a major obstacle for the

4 [AUTOSPORT.COM 8 FEBRUARY 2024

French manufacturer. F1 also reckons
that most newcomer engine constructors
have struggled to be successful “in the last
several decades”. The argument surmises
that F1 would offer more value to Andretti
than Andretti can bring to F1.

Series chiefs also think Andretti would
be overstretching its technical resources by
building a car for 2025 only to start afresh
the following year when major regulation
changes come into effect. Damningly, an F1
statement read: “The fact that the applicant
proposes to [enter both rulesets] gives us
reason to question their understanding
of the scope of the challenge involved.”

That point is seemingly undermined by
Haas, the most recent addition to the grid,
debuting in 2016 ahead of the shift to ‘wide
cars’ the year after. It performed soundly
across both campaigns with a handful of
top-six results. It should be noted that since
Haas’s arrival, the responsibility for dealing
with new entries no longer falls primarily
to the FIA. While Andretti satisfied the

governing body’s criteria, the matter was
then passed to Formula One Management.

Another argument put forward by F1
relates to lack of room for an extra team
in many pitlanes and paddocks. The
statement notes: “The addition of an 11th
team would place an operational burden
on race promoters, would subject some of
them to significant costs, and would reduce
the technical, operational and commercial
spaces of the other competitors.”

F1 has seemingly left the door open to
Andretti trying again in time for 2028 -
albeit the precise wording suggests that the
series is more focused on retaining GM’s
interest. The final of 20 bullet points in
F1’s response concluded: “We would look
differently on an application for the entry
of a team into the 2028 championship with
a GM power unit, either as a GM works
team or as a GM customer team designing
all allowable components in-house.

“In this case there would be additional
factors to consider in respect of the value
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are two successful global motorsports
organisations committed to placing a
genuine American works team in F1,
competing alongside the world’s best. We
are proud of the significant progress we
have already made on developing a highly
competitive car and power unit with an
experienced team behind it, and our work
continues at pace. Andretti Cadillac would
also like to acknowledge and thank the fans
who have expressed their support.” Team
patriarch and 1978 F1 world champion
Mario Andretti wrote on social media:
“I'm devastated. I won't say anything else
because I can’t find any other words.”

The Andretti camp will now challenge
F1 on two fronts. First, it says a 2025 entry
was only really considered during its initial
expression of interest. But the programme
has since been working towards a 2026
start date. “The technicality of 2025 still
being part of the application is a result of
the length of this process,” said the team.

Andretti also denies turning down an
invitation to meet F1 staff when offered
a chance to present its application in
person. It says the email was sent by an
F1 employee, not CEO Stefano Domenicali,
so ended up in Michael Andretti’s spam
folder! As a result of the IT mishap, F1
issued its rejection statement without
conducting any face-to-face enquiries
or hearing a presentation from Andretti,
relying instead on the information given
to the FIA and some supplementary
questions submitted in October.

The backlash to the rejection has been
substantial. This has been partly down to
the clout the Andretti name carries and
...although his team won 3 the potential for this decision to alienate
aworld title in 2023, in American fans. It also gives the impression

: . molorsport . .
Formula E with Jake Dennis @ g w IMAGES that F1 is a closed shop since the bar has
been set fantastically high for any applicants
to pass the threshold to join the grid.

That F1 zeroed in on Andretti’s

that the applicant would bring to the An Andretti reply, which arrived apparently inadequate technical
championship, in particular in respect five hours after F1’s ruling to suggest credentials, despite the FIA approving

of bringing a prestigious new OEM to the no advanced warning was given, said: this element, will only increase the tension
sport as a PU supplier.” Although, come “Andretti Cadillac has reviewed the in an already frayed relationship between
2026, a new Concorde Agreement will information Formula One Management governing body president Mohammed Ben
have been instated, meaning the provisions Limited has shared and strongly disagree Sulayem and F1 CEO Stefano Domenicali.
for the field to grow may have been with its contents. Andretti and Cadillac MATT KEW & ADAM COOPER

scrapped or the anti-dilution joining
fee raised to $600million.

F1is adamant that its lengthy assessment
of Andretti’s application did not involve any
consultation with the 10 existing teams. But
their objections to having to divide their
slice of the commercial pie have been
abundantly clear since the FIA opened
the application process to potential new
teams in spring last year.

In the days leading up to this verdict,
Andretti shared how its nascent F1
operation was progressing, and even
showed an image of a wind tunnel model
complete with Red Bull-style sidepods,
pull-rod front suspension and Mercedes/
Ferrari-esque front-wing brackets.

_ANDRETTI
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Horner denies
allegations amid
Red Bull probe

FORMULA 1

Red Bull GmbH says it has launched an
independent investigation into unspecified
allegations against its Formula 1 team’s F A
boss Christian Horner. Red Bull did not A L >
detail the nature of the accusations, but
Horner, who has been at the helm of the
dominant reigning constructors’ champion
since its 2005 arrival into the top flight,

has strongly denied any wrongdoing.

A Red Bull statement issued on Monday
said: “After being made aware of certain
recent allegations, the company launched
an independent investigation. This process,
which is already under way, is being
carried out by an external specialist
barrister. The company takes these matters
extremely seriously and the investigation
will be completed as soon as practically
possible. It would not be appropriate
to comment further at this time.”

Speaking to Dutch newspaper

/
A

N

FIAPOOL/MOTORSPORT IMAGES

The Red Bull F1 team was unavailable for
further comment by the time Autosport
closed for press on Tuesday.

JONATHAN NOBLE

De Telegraaf, Horner, recognised for his
services to motor racing with the awarding
of a CBE in the recent New Year’s Honours
list, said: “I completely deny these claims.”

Deal keeps ‘heritage’ track Suzuka on calendar

FORMULA 1

A five-year contract extension
for the Japanese Grand Prix
will keep Suzuka on the
Formula 1 calendar until

the end of 2029. While the
renewal isn’t as long as deals
given to Australia (2035) and
Bahrain (2026), it improves
upon the Honda-owned
circuit’s previous three-year
arrangements. And it leaves
the British GP as the last
remaining race with no
guaranteed future beyond the
end of this season, although
a new deal is believed to

be in the pipeline.

Osaka, Japan’s third-most
populous city, recently
expressed interest in hosting
F1. While city officials say
their race would co-exist
with - not replace - Suzuka,
it’s unlikely that the country
could land two spots on the
schedule when expressions
of interest from other

6 [AUTOSPORT.COM 8 FEBRUARY 2024
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potential host venues are

in decent supply, especially
since Suzuka and Osaka

are only 85 miles apart.
Mercedes sponsor Petronas
is said to be keen on reviving
the Malaysian GP too.

The new Suzuka contract
is a win for old-school
permanent circuits after F1
recently announced that the
Spanish GP will move to

Madrid in 2026 on a 10-year
deal. That blow to Barcelona
hasn’t stopped the circuit
from pledging €50million
towards renovation. Due to
be completed before this
June’s race, the revamp
includes remodelling

the pit complex, and the
construction of a new
covered pit building terrace
to house the Paddock Club.

Berger leads Prost at
start of Suzuka’s first
F1 GP, backin 1987

It also features a new control
tower and a walkway across
the back straight that will
connect the paddock with
the stadium area and will
house a large hospitality
zone. The circuit is hoping to
remain on the calendar but
under a revised name, such
as the Barcelona GP, Catalan
GP or European GP.

MATT KEW & FILIP CLEEREN
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RALLYING Toyota put its World Rally Championship stars Elfyn Evans and Kalle Rovanpera into action in last weekend’s Arctic Lapland Rally to gather snow
mileage ahead of next week’s Rally Sweden, and it was Evans (above) who won after final-stage technical problems sidelined reigning champion Rovanpera,
who skipped last month’s Monte Carlo WRC season opener as he focuses on a partial campaign in 2024. Evans’s GR Yaris Rallyl defeated the Rally2 Toyota
of Mikko Heikkila by five minutes, while Toyota WRC team boss Jari-Matti Latvala finished 20th at the wheel of a Celica ST185. Photograph by Toyota

De Vries loses court case over
F1 earnings and sponsorship

FORMULA 1

Ex-AlphaTauri Formula 1 driver Nyck de
Vries has been ordered to repay a €250,000
loan and hand over half the salary and
sponsorship income earned during his
short-lived top-flight career.

The ruling in the Amsterdam District
Court follows Investrand providing de Vries
with the loan in 2018 so he could continue
his FIA F2 career with Prema Racing after
being dropped as a McLaren junior. The
parties agreed that if the Dutchman
became an active F1 driver before the
end of 2022, he would split his salary.

While 2021 Formula E champion de Vries
was given an exemption for his work as a
Mercedes test driver, the court ruled that

SAUTOSPORT

the combination of his 2022 Italian Grand
Prix cameo, where his reserve driver
status allowed him to deputise for Williams
racer Alex Albon, and 10-race stint at
AlphaTauri passed the threshold.
Investrand’s Jeroen Schothorst said:
“We supported Nyck at a crucial moment
in his career, when no one else wanted to
do so. We would have preferred to reach an
arrangement without procedures through
proper consultation, but unfortunately our
attempts to do so were resolutely rejected
by Nyck and his lawyer. This made going
to court inevitable. I wish Nyck all possible
success in the continuation of his already
impressive motorsport career, even though
it will no longer be in Formula 1.”
MATT KEW

Get even more motorsport...

Subscribe at autosportmedia.com
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Peugeot keeps powder dry
for revised 9X8 until Imola

WEC

Peugeot will wait until round two of
the World Endurance Championship
at Imola in April to give a debut

to the heavily revised 2024-spec
version of its 9X8 Le Mans Hypercar.
Racing the car at the season-opener
in Qatar at the start of next month
was never an option.

The widely expected move was
confirmed last week by Peugeot Sport
technical director Olivier Jansonnie.
He explained that the homologation
requirements in LMH precluded
an early debut of a car that has
undergone a radical overhaul after
the decision to abandon the equal-
size tyres front and rear of the
original 9X8.

“We knew from the start that we
couldn’t make it [the homologation
of the revised car] in February,” said
Jansonnie. “The reason is that with
this homologation process when you
do a joker, you can’t just do half of
the job, you have to do it fully, and
that takes time to make sure you
maximise the effect of your joker. We
know that the level of competition
was very high last year and will be

8 [AUTOSPORT.COM 8 FEBRUARY 2024

even higher this year, so it is very
important for us to bring something
that is making a clear step forward
in terms of performance.”

Peugeot didn’t announce its
decision to change from the 31/31
tyre option to the 29/34 run on
the Toyota and Ferrari LMHs until
last year’s Bahrain WEC finale in
November, although it was known to
have tested a modified current-spec
9X8 with the new set-up in the
summer. The in-house factory
Peugeot Sport squad is working
towards completing the new
homologation by the end of March
in order to race the evolution version
of the car at Imola on 21 April.

Jansonnie insisted that “there is no
question” of the debut of the revised
car being pushed back until round
three at Spa in May. He added that
after initial testing “the results
are matching our expectations”.

Jansonnie would not confirm that
this will include the addition of a
conventional rear wing, something
that appears to be the case on the
evidence of spy shots of the car testing
at Paul Ricard before Christmas.
GARY WATKINS

Vasselon WEC
exit came early

WEC

Pascal Vasselon’s departure from the

top engineering job at Toyota Gazoo
Racing Europe was suddenly brought
forward, it has emerged. The Japanese
manufacturer has confirmed that a plan
was already in place for the 60-year-

old to be replaced by David Floury as
technical director of the Cologne-based
organisation that masterminds the World
Endurance Championship programme.

The admission was made last week
by long-time chief engineer on the WEC
team Floury, who has been given the
technical directorship on an acting basis
for the moment. “The transition was
expected anyway, but the timing may
have been a bit different,” he said.

What he didn’t reveal was the
reasoning for the move, which he would
only say “came from top management”.

Vasselon was removed from his job
after nearly 20 years on the eve of the first
test of the year at Motorland Aragon in
January. He subsequently didn't travel to
Spain and his “involvement in day-to-
day operations temporarily paused”,
according to a statement issued by TGRE.

Its timing points to some kind of
fall-out between the top management
at TGRE, which has so far only said that
the reshuffle is part of a strategy “to
develop the next generation of company
leadership”. It was implemented by TGRE
president Masato Hirai, vice-chairman
Kazuki Nakajima and managing director
Rob Leupen, according to a statement.

Toyota’s original plan involved
Vasselon (below) segueing into a role on
the programme designed to put a Toyota
powered by a hydrogen combustion
engine on the grid at the Le Mans 24
Hours in 2027. The statement from
Toyota announcing his replacement
by Floury said that it “expects him
to resume an active role soon”.

GARY WATKINS
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Rossi and Martin
shared BMW

MICHELE SCUDIERO PHOTOGRAPHY/BMW
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Martin stays with Rossi for WEC

WEC

Valentino Rossi will continue his
partnership with Maxime Martin in 2024
when the motorcycle legend races in the
World Endurance Championship for the
first time. They’ll also be teamed at the
WRT BMW squad for a programme of
GT World Challenge Europe events.
Silver-rated Rossi and Martin will share
with bronze driver Ahmad Al Harthy, who
is moving across to race a WRT BMW M4
GT3 in the WEC after a maiden season in
the series aboard a TF Sport Aston Martin
in 2023. Rossi and Martin will race in the
five GTWCE Endurance Cup rounds with
new BMW signing Raffaele Marciello and
contest the early-season Sprint Cup events
at Brands Hatch and Misano as a duo.

Farfus leads
second car
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WRT’s second WEC entry will be driven
by Augusto Farfus, who like Rossi was
confirmed at WRT on the release of the
entry list in November, with team regular
Sean Gelael and Darren Leung, who
won last year’s British GT Championship
with Dan Harper.

WRT will run a further Pro class M4
in the GTWCE enduros for the all-factory
line-up of Dries Vanthoor, Sheldon van der
Linde and Charles Weerts. Vanthoor and
Weerts will also contest the Sprint Cup in
which they will be bidding for a fourth
title in five seasons.

The BMW factory Rowe Racing team’s
line-up for campaigns at the Nurburgring
24 Hours and in the GTWCE enduros
has also been announced. Marciello and
Robin Frijns are among the seven drivers
named for a two-car assault at the 'Ring in
June, though the combinations have yet to
be released. Nick Yelloly, Marco Wittmann
and Philipp Eng will continue together
in the GTWCE after winning last year’s
centrepiece Spa 24 Hours round, although
the first two will not be available for the
Monza round in September because of
their IMSA SportsCar Championship
commitments. Farfus will share the
second car with Harper and Max Hesse.
GARY WATKINS
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BIRD GIVEN
MERGEDES-AMG
FAGTORY BERTH

GT

Frank Bird has joined Mercedes-
AMG's factory GT roster for
2024. The 24-year-old Briton was
named as a junior driver when
the German manufacturer took
the wraps off an expanded
line-up last week.

Bird (below) has been picked
up by Merc after two seasons
racing customer AMG GT3s
predominantly for the Haupt
Racing Team across the GT
World Challenge Europe,
Intercontinental GT Challenge
and Asian Le Mans Series.

The opportunity came after he
impressed in a young driver test
at Valencia last November and
was given a further evaluation
the following month in the Gulf
12 Hours IGTC round, in which
he finished fourth at the wheel
of a GruppeM-run car.

“It’s every driver’s goal to
have an association with a
manufacturer and it’s been
my target for the past couple
of years,” said Bird, whose
programme for 2024 has yet to
be announced. “To get it over
the line is a step in the right
direction and I can’t wait to start

wearing the Mercedes badge.”

Brazilian Felipe Fraga and
Australian David Reynolds have
joined the 19-strong squad on its
second tier as so-called ‘experts’.
GARY WATKINS

MERCEDES-BENZ GROUP AG
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Watson switches
from Vauxhall to

Toyota for 2024

]

_ -

Watson gets Speedworks Toyota seat for 2024

BTCC

Ex-Le Mans 24 Hours racer Andrew Watson
has switched to the Speedworks Motorsport
Toyota set-up for his second season in the
British Touring Car Championship.

The Northern Irishman makes the move
after claiming 2023 title honours as a rookie
in the Jack Sears Trophy for those who have
not scored an overall podium in a BTCC
race. That came thanks to an impressive
campaign with the Power Maxed Racing
Vauxhall squad, which featured two
podiums in rain-affected races.

Watson, 29, is part of the same Mark
Blundell-led MBP management stable as
West Surrey Racing BMW star Jake Hill,
and was linked with a berth at that team,

which is still seeking a replacement for
Carrera Cup-bound veteran Stephen Jelley.
But he will instead form one half of the
official Toyota Gazoo Racing UK line-up,
with Josh Cook announced last week as
part of the LKQ-backed ‘sister’ team.
“When we first came into the
championship, Speedworks were among the
people we spoke to and had our eye on,” said
Watson. “But Power Maxed was the right
place for my first year. It was then Mark
and Alex Watts [MB managing director]
who got back in touch with the team.
When both sides of the coin want to do it,
it makes it much easier for it to happen.
“We spoke to West Surrey as well as
Speedworks - they were the two leading
contenders. I think the way my year in

front-wheel drive went was a consideration.
I've learnt it now, so hopefully I can push
forward, and for sure it’s going to help.”

Like Cook, Watson is targeting next
month for his first mileage in the Corolla
GR Sport. “There’s still development work
going on,” he said. “We want to make sure
we don’t rush that, and the team are flat-
out on that aspect. If all the pieces come
together it should be a good year.”

@ The BTCC has confirmed its line-up of
official pre-season test dates, all of which
will be open free of charge to spectators.
The first is at Brands Hatch on 3 April,
before Croft on 10 April and the season
launch at Donington Park on 16 April.
MARCUS SIMMONS

Dunne’s done the deal for F3 graduation with MP

10 [AUTOSPORT.COM| 8 FEBRUARY 2024

FORMULA 3

Alex Dunne, last year’s GB3
runner-up, has secured

his graduation to the FIA
Formula 3 Championship

- with MP Motorsport.

The 18-year-old Irish
talent (left) had been tied to
Hitech GP since he won the
2022 British F4 title with the
team. As well as his GB3
season, he starred on his
F3 debut at last November’s
Macau Grand Prix, where

he finished second with
Hitech in the qualification
race after just one test
outing at Imola. But he
appeared to be out in the
cold when he was not part
of Hitech'’s three-car line-up
for the 2024 season.
Instead, Dunne joins
fellow F3 rookies Tim
Tramnitz and Kacper Sztuka
- both Red Bull Juniors - in
Dutch team MP’s line-up.
“He had an outstanding
year in GB3 and then, fresh

into an FIA F3 car, proved
his innate pace at Imola
and Macau,” said MP chief
Sander Dorsman. “His
Macau performance
in particular was hard to
overlook, so we were happy
to pounce and snap him up
for our final FIA F3 seat.”
Charlie Wurz, son of Le
Mans hero and ex-F1 racer
Alexander, has taken the
final Jenzer Motorsport
seat after also making
his F3 debut in Macau.
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SIXFP1S FOR BEARMAN

Ferrari Formula 1 reserve Ollie
Bearman has been named in the
same role at customer team Haas -
and been handed six FP1 outings
following his two runs late in 2023.
Bearman’s first FP1 will be at May’s
Emilia Romagna GP at Imola, and he
is also nominated for his home event
at Silverstone. IndyCar racer Pietro
Fittipaldi is Haas’s other reserve.

MALONEY’S SAUBER GlG

Bearman’s 2023/24 F2 rival Zane
Maloney, who is no longer part of
the Red Bull Junior stable, has been
recruited to the Sauber Academy.
The Barbadian, who continues in F2
with Rodin Motorsport, will share

F1 reserve duties with reigning F2
NASCAR Denny Hamlin won the annual non-points season curtain raiser at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum - champion Theo Pourchaire, who is
which ran a day earlier than expected. Predicted bad weather led to the race being brought forward to Saturday. racing in Super Formula this year.
Hamlin qualified his Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota on pole, but had to battle past Joey Logano and team owner Gibbs’s

grandson Ty (via a nudge) on a late restart. He then held off Kyle Busch following a late caution that sent the race into B".INSKI SI."]ES "] ‘”GTURY
overtime, with Ryan Blaney third after starting 23rd and last. Photograph by Kinrade/NKP/Motorsport Images Anglo-Pole Roman Bilinski notched
up yet another win in New Zealand’s
Toyota Formula Regional Oceania
series at Hampton Downs last
weekend. A spin late in qualifying
on a drying track left him 14th on
the grid, but he carved through on
adamp trackin the race - with most
of the field on slicks - to move past
wet-shod Kaleb Ngatoa into the lead
and beat M2 Competition team-mate
Liam Sceats. Ngatoa, run by Giles
Motorsport, avenged this in the dry
race three to win from Bilinski, who
lost the lead with an error on the first
lap. M2’s Alpine F1 protege Nicola
Lacorte won the reversed-grid race.

SLATER GOES FOURTH

| - ° ° - ) British 15-year-old Freddie Slater
B d C d ll ll retained his Formula 4 UAE points

our als glven a I aC Qatar Ca lead at Dubai Autodrome last
weekend, despite finishing fourth

< bk e & ey Y
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WEC into the five regular six-hour races with in all three races - and a track-limits
only two drivers. But the team boss was penalty dropping him to 10th in the
Sebastien Bourdais will race for the unequivocal at last month’s Daytona 24 reversed-grid counter. Nikita Bedrin
Ganassi-run Cadillac Racing squad in Hours that this was the plan. hauled himself into title contention
the World Endurance Championship A WEC outing for Bourdais will give him with two wins for PHM Racing, while
season-opener in Qatar next month. The “the chance to refamiliarise himself with Slater’s team-mate at the Prema-run
Frenchman will move over from the IMSA  the WEC rules and regulations” and allow Mumbai Falcons team, Jamaican-
SportsCar arm of the operation to join the team to “strengthen the bond” between American Mercedes F1 protege Alex
WEC full-timers Earl Bamber and Alex its two arms, according to Ganassi Powell, took reversed-grid honours.
Lynn in the solo V-Series.R LMDh for director of operations Mike O’Gara.
a race that could stretch to 10 hours. One pressing question is who will join F1 AGADEMY WILD GABDS
Cadillac has announced that Bamber Bamber and Lynn should Ganassi’s IMSA The F1-supporting all-female F1
and Lynn will be complemented by car receive an invite for June’s Le Mans Academy is introducing a wild card
Bourdais, his IMSA co-driver Renger van 24 Hours. Cadillac’s statement last Friday entry this year, with a local talent
der Zande and “select Chip Ganassi Racing made mention of CGR’s reigning IndyCar from each host region identified and
team-mates” through the season. It added  champion Alex Palou’s appearance with run as an additional entry by top
that the team will “confirm the third the team at Daytona. Ganassi didn’t rule team Prema Racing. Superlicence
driver ahead of certain endurance races”.  out the possibility of the Spaniard being points have also been granted, with
That stops short of confirming Chip brought into the Le Mans squad. 10 for the champion down to one for
Ganassi’s comments that the team willgo =~ GARY WATKINS fifth. Meanwhile, a new rule will bar

any driver from competing in more
than two seasons in the series.
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WILLIAMS GIVING LITTLE
AWAY ON NEW DIREGTION

Bolstered by new sponsorship, the team showed off its ‘hint
at history, focus on the future’ livery. And, while light
on specifics, the positivity is strong

JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE

henIlookatthelivery, it’s gotthis progression
ki between the blues, which for me signifies where
W we have been - and where we’re going,” mused
Williams team principal James Vowles, asthe
Grove squad unveiled its 2024 livery and anew
sponsorship deal with Japanese heavy machinery manufacturer
Komatsu at Puma’s Fifth Avenue store in New York City.
Billed asa ‘season launch’, the livery was transplanted
onto 2023’s FW45 chassis while this year’s new car remains
underwraps. It features an evolution of the differing
shades of blue used over the past two seasons. But, pleasingly,
there’sanodto the team’s history; a red and white pinstripe
runs along the car’s nose to evoke memories of some of
Williams’s most successful cars, including the FW14B
and FW15C. Komatsu has also picked up significant
branding presence after being involved with the team
duringthe 1980s and 1990s. Sportswear giant Puma and
data platform VAST Data have also joined the team.

“WE'RE TAKING MORE _
RISK, TRYING TO GET AWAY Vo
FROM OUR OLD WAYS™ v .5 9

bar high for the level
of progress required
“[Thelivery has] gotanod, whichis subtle a. at Williams
inthere, but youwill see itback to Frank '
and backto our history,” added Vowles. “It
contains for me the history of whatthe team
is, signifying elements of where we’re going.
Andthen justreally some top class sponsors
thatare partof our journey. Look atthe car 12
monthsago andlookatthe cartoday. Lookatthe
amountof top brand sponsors thatare on the journey the pastfour or five years, there has been aninherent
with us. And that for meisareal boon and that suggestion way the cars have been designed. And this year there’s
of direction of travel that we’rein.” been quite abig divergence to that. That’s why you're hearing
The absence of a proper FW46 from the team’slaunch wasalimiting  ustalkaboutthe car being so different. We're taking more risk and
factorintheinformation available, although the driversrelayed their =~ we’retryingto getaway from our old ways, old habits. It’s definitely the

wheniteventually meets the world in Bahrain.
“Idon’twantto put pressure on James, butit’s
hisfirstyear where he’s really taken control and

WILLIAMS you can see that,” Albon explained. “Ithink over

# RACING

experience of itwithin the squad’s simulator, and quietly hinted at rightthing we’re doing. Now, we have to see if it’s going to work out.”
positivity and a step over last year’s car. According to Alex Albon, “[Vowles has] definitely put stress on the system,” Logan Sargeant
Vowles’sinfluence in the Williams set-up has pushed the technical added, “and I think, atthe end of the day, that's how you growas a
team out of its comfortzone; the FW46 should be visually different whole and as ateam. Personally speaking, he’sbeen great to work

12 [AUTOSPORT.COM| 8 FEBRUARY 2024
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with for the pastyear. Ireally feel like I can see the team more
motivated than ever to keep improving and get back to the front.”

In his own experience of the FW46’s virtual counterpart, Sargeant
reckoned thathe may need to make a few adjustmentsin hisdriving
style, but that the signs from the new car were thatit would be easier
todrive. If that comesto pass, then that'll be welcome on his part; he
indulged in a few too many rookie errorslast season as his confidence
began towane. The litany of shunts post-summer break had their own
side-effects; to save on manufacturing costs, Williams had to equip
Sargeant’s car with older-spec aero parts, costing him further
performance. A more stable platform should ensure that Sargeant’s
sophomore year will be less inundated with car-shattering antics.

With the technical team now bolstered by the addition of Pat Fry,

A
<4
Albon and
Sargeant both
point to how
Vowles’s vigour has
been felt across
the team

Williams should continue to see growth in its development over 2024.
Whether the engineers have chosen to retain the straightline speed
specialism that characterised the previous two Williamses or if

ithas opted for more of an all-rounder remains to be seen, butit’s
certain thatthe team hasthe ambition to close the gap between

itself and Alpine in the constructors’ championship.

“Ashard asitsounds, I'm proud of what we’ve achieved, but seventh
doesn’t mean atremendous amountto me,’ Vowles added. “We've
doneagoodjob-notagreatjob, agoodjob-here’swhatexcellence
looks like and here’s the gap that we've got to fill: you're not going to
doitinoneyear. That’s simplyjust not possible, but we will get there
because the perseverance, the belief, the passionisatthe highestlevel
I've ever seen. And that carries you through a tremendous amount.” 4
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SAUBER G44

The opportunity to break from recent liveries has been embraced
with an eye-grabbing mix of fluorescent green and bare carbon

JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE

— {‘\\
SUSPENSION Py S

Sauber has switched to a pullrod front suspension layout for 2024. With the
pushrod rear suspension package that was already in place, the team has
settled upon the same set-up that Red Bull employed on its RB19. In theory,
there’s no distinct advantage to selecting a pullrod over a pushrod; it ends up
being largely a decision influenced by the aerodynamics of the car. Pushrods
became the norm for having a slightly more agreeable local aerodynamic
advantage, but there is an inescapable centre-of-gravity benefit to running
the torsion bars lower down in the monocoque with
the pullrod layout. It’s all a trade-off, and Sauber
appears to believe that keeping the centre of
gravity low is much more beneficial, a choice
no doubt influenced by the performance
shown by the underbody in simulations.

Front and rear

WHAT ELSE IS NEW? -

launch car should be

Last year, the technical department at Sauber’s Hinwil taken with a pinch
base was bolstered by the addition of James Key, who of salt
had previously held the role of technical director at the
Swiss squad between 2010 and 2012 before moving to
Toro Rosso and later McLaren. The Briton departed
McLaren amid a reshuffle in the engineering department
at Woking, but will offer Sauber some crucial expertise.

The C44 is also dressed in an all-new livery after
receiving title sponsorship from gambling company
Stake and streaming platform Kick, with fluorescent
green trim lining the bare-carbon bodywork. The green
paint is produced by chemicals giant BASF, while the
bare carbon choice is primarily a weight-saving measure.

14 [AUTOSPORT.COM| 8 FEBRUARY 2024
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AIRBOX

With its new identity, a Sauber hallmark seen on and off since 2017 has not been included in the new car.
Through 2017 to 2019, the team employed a bladed rollhoop, with the intakes positioned either side - a design
seen sporadically in the early 2010s but which never received widespread popularity. This was restored on

» the 2022 and 2023 cars, after two seasons spent with a triangular airbox, but the team has switched to a
more conventional rounded rectangular shape. This features the rollhoop structuring, which can also be
employed to split the airflow to differing power unit components. Otherwise, the engine cover follows a
similar configuration to last season, with a flared section around the cooling outlet to ensure the bodywork

lower down can be more tightly packaged.
S#
¢ i ' 3
b
F - - o — ‘.\‘

7/ \—u .

FLOOR AND WINGS

The sidepod changes have allowed the top of the floor to be opened up, which
results in more control over the pressure differences between the topside of

the car and the venturi tunnels underneath, since having more car on top of
SI D EPO DS the floor limits what the aerodynamicists can do with it. There’s little detail
To enhance the underbody flow, the sidepods have a heavy undercut shown along the floor, and too many prognostications should not be made
treatment; like Red Bull, the leading edge of the inlet features an ‘underbite’ given last year’s trickery, in which a serrated floor treatment was shown in
to serve as a clear delineation between the airflow for the inlet and that to be the renders purely as a red herring. The team has been more surreptitious
sent around the car’s midriff. The sidepods feature a bulge on the underside, with its front and rear wing treatment on the launch car, suggesting that the
like that of a pelican’s gullet, and there are likely two reasons for this. This real C44 will run with a different arrangement. The car shown at the team’s
helps maximise the space for any radiators within the bodywork, and should London launch appeared to have the 2022 show car rear wing.

also restrict any lift created by the heavy sidepod undercut. On top of the
sidepods, Sauber has persisted with the downwash trend, opting for a tweak
over its 2023 design by creating a slight channel along the upper surface.

Sl

.ﬁc-c.l_'ﬂ{!rﬂn —

Stake

ALLPHOTOGRAPHY: SAUBER
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MORE WORK T0 COME FROM HAAS

Team principal Ayao Komatsu concedes the fallout from events last year, resulting in his

promotion, mean the VF-24 won’t immediately blow any socks off come Bahrain testing

ALEX KALINAUCKAS

iven that McLaren had rather stolen its marketing-

boosting thunder in by providing alivery-only season

G launch two weeks earlier, Haas has atleast provided a
few hints of what to expect from its real VF-24 car and
its potential for the 2024 campaign.

The new car will run for the firsttime in a Silverstone shakedown
this Sunday. With Nico Hulkenberg at the wheel, Kevin Magnussen
will have to wait until the upcoming Bahrain pre-season test for
his firstchance. The pair will eventually both be driving a car that,
colour-scheme-wise in a first consideration, looks nearidentical
tolastyear’s VF-23. The only real change concerns the VF-24’s nose,
which is now mainly black compared to the largely white approach of
lastyear. Inthe rendersthe American team hasreleased, this appears
tobe amatte finish, butitwould be logical to expectthe real thing to
runnaked carbon fibre to save weight. There are also a few other
minor livery alterations, including white flashes on the respective
frontand rear wing endplates.

Buttherenders doatleast offer some cluesinto the developments

White flashes have
been added to the
front and rear wings

|
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ithas made to the package with whichitsort of ended 2023. Haas was
thelastteam to switch to Red Bull's downwash conceptfor upper
aerodynamic surfaces, achange it made with amuch-vaunted upgrade
package at October’s United States Grand Prix. But, afterithad become
clearthatthe changes provided little, if any, performance boostand
didn’tappear to solve the team’s tyre problemsin races, Haas put
Hulkenbergback on the old specification to compare his car’saero
performance with that of Magnussen at the final two events.

“Interms of physical changes, as everyone knows, when we made
theupgrade in Austin that was the concept towards this year’s car,”
Haasteam principal Ayao Komatsu said in alengthy statement
released by his squad last Friday. “But because we had the physical
limitation of the side impact structure, rad-duct arrangement, and
cooling arrangement, we couldn’t do the full-blown VF-24-type
concept. I knew exactly where we were going for this year, but
everyone saw a preview in Austin.”

Ablister seenin the floor surface of the VF-24’s initial renders
revealsthat Haashas been able to lower the mandated Side Impact
Spars (SIS). This means the undercut of the downwash sidepod can be
expanded and, so far, itlooks much more like a Red Bull-style design.
The upper surfaces of the sidepods have been made smoother
alongside an adoption of the shelf bodywork divider seen on many
other 2023 designs. The car’s engine cover is also seemingly setto
abandon the VF-23’s stegosaurus-like fins. Updates appear to have
been madetotheairboxintake, frontand rear wings, plus a bi-plane

“WE HAVE BETTER CONFIDENGE
IN WHAT WE’RE PUTTING OUT
ON TRAGK NOW™
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Development
delays were
unavoidable, says
Komatsu, but “good
gains” are being
found

beam wing arrangement.
Butgiven Flisayear on from
one team - Sauber - sending
outlaunch imageswith
developmentsthatnever became
reality, there may be more, or indeed
less, to come from the real VF-24.

Perhapsthe mosttangible takeaway from Haas’s
season launch release concerned Komatsu’s
projection for where the team will start 2024 in the
peckingorder. “Out of the gatesin Bahrain... Istill think
we’re goingto be towards the back of the grid,” he predicted.

“The reason our launch-spec caris not goingto be quick enough in
Bahrainisnot because of the quality of the people we have here, but
it'sbecause we started late and then we stopped for two monthsto do
the Austin upgrade. It really diverted resource, so we lost time there,
butthe teamisfinding good gainsin the wind tunnel so that’s positive
and, in terms of characteristics, it’s going in the right direction.”

Komatsuislaying out this projection in the context of team owner
Gene Haas axing his predecessor, and in effect co-team founder,
Guenther Steiner, for the squad’s lack of major results and finishing
lastin the 2023 constructors’ championship. Komatsu vowed ata
media briefing attended by Autosport shortly after the news of

his promotion from engineering director had
brokenthathe’s “nottrying to be Guenther
Steiner” in terms of the Italian’s
outspoken,
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headline-grabbing character.

But, so far, his messages seemto be a

conflicting mix of blaming Steiner’s decision
todelayupdating the VF-23to Red Bull’s
downwash design until late in 2023 and the
knock-onimpactthishashadinto the VF-24s
development, while also acknowledging that
Haasisbetter off understanding why its initial
attemptat such amajor change seemed to backfire.
“Itwas abig exercise to do, and it did delay our VF-24
development, butif we hadn’t doneitand thenhad ahuge

surprise come pre-season testing, it would have hurt usimmensely,”
Komatsuadded. “Itwas a difficult balance, and doing the Austin
package means the VF-24 launch car may notbe as advanced as it
could be but, at the same time, we have better confidence in what
we're putting out on track now. We're all realistic that ourlaunch car
in Bahrain will not necessarily turn heads, but our concentration
and focusis to work with the VF-24, understand the car, and then
definethe correct pathway to upgrade the car.”

Haashas also announced thatits former chief designer, Andrea
De Zordo, has been promoted to technical director. He replaces
Simone Resta, who had been working with the team on secondment
from Ferrari before leaving at the start of 2024. Damien Brayshaw,
Haas’s former head of vehicle performance group, isnow the team’s
first performance director. The plan to appoint a new European-

based Haas team chief operating
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OPINION PIT + PADDOCK

A switch that’s sent shockwaves

Lewis Hamilton’s decision to move from Mercedes to Ferrari is as intriguing as it

1s seismic in its significance, especially if it’s one in which heart has ruled head

ALEX KALINAUCKAS

pologiesto Tazio Nuvolariand Auto Union fans,
and tothose who fondly remember Michael
A Schumacher switching from Benetton to Ferrari

for 1996 after winning two world titles on the trot,

butthere’sacasetobe made that Lewis Hamilton
heading to Maranello for 2025 is the biggest motorsportdriver
move ever. Ferrariremains F1’'s most evocative and successful
squad; Hamilton’s fame transcends the championship.

The parallels with Hamilton’s exit from McLaren over adecade
ago, whenthe V6 turbo hybrid erawas setto arrive one year into his
Mercedestenure, are obvious. Today, the 2026 regulation changes
areno longer far over the horizon. Yet, this time, the risks of amove
are differentfor Hamilton. Backin 2012, the question was whether
an untested and even openly doubted Mercedes squad could ever
provide Hamilton with title-winning machinery, as he’d enjoyed at
McLaren. His Ferrari switch should therefore initially be viewed
asequally sideways, given how close Mercedes and Ferrari were -
farinthe wake of Max Verstappen - in 2023. But the first risk for
Hamiltonisthat, inthe shortterm, itworks outas abackwards
step from his clear goal of an eighth world title.

Afterall, there’sbeen a markedly differentapproachin
Mercedes’and Ferrari’s positions on their respective 2024 cars.
Mercedestechnical director James Allison stated that histeam
feels “some of the more spiteful characteristics of the rear end

“In joining Ferrari, Hamilton
has actually boosted his
reputation in many quarters”

of our car” have now been eradicated in the W15. Should the car
become a challenger to Red Bull, then Hamilton faces another
short-termrisk: thathe will beisolated at his currentteam.

Meanwhile, Ferraritechnical director Enrico Cardile ended
2023 by saying that “suspension set-up to meisabit overrated”.
Thisisastaggering statement, given how open Red Bull has been
aboutthatelementbeingkeytoits cars’being so goodinthe
currentformula, and offered a clue into whatto expect from
Ferrari’'s SF-24 designin thisarea... Unless he was attempting
tomislead, it'll be ‘don’t expect much change’.

Runningthrough all this, however, is Hamilton’s call to
abandon Mercedesin the first place. Thisis ultimately a vote of
noconfidenceinits potential. Yet Ferrarilacks anytitle since its
2008 constructors’ crown, its great startsin 2017,2018 and 2022 all

comingtonaught. And Ferrari hasrather haemorrhaged technical
staff of late. Head of vehicle concept David Sanchezis now at
McLaren, sporting director Laurent Mekies joined RB, and

Mattia Binotto’s near-quarter-century of technical involvement
ended with hisaxing asteam principal. Ferrari’s only signing

of noteinthistime hasbeen Mercedes’ former performance
director, Loic Serra, who can't start until 2025 anyway.

Akeyelementisthatbyattracting F1's statistically most
successful driver, still close to the peak of his powers, key technical
staff mightbeluredin or back to Ferrari. Butshould a hiring spree
now follow, it will surely take years to bear proper fruit thanks
tothetypicallylong car designlead times and gardeningleave
periods. Ensuing 2026 success is simply not guaranteed.

A greaterriskin the grand scheme of things is how Hamilton
might fare against new team-mate Charles Leclerc. At Mercedes,
George Russell has proved to be much closer to Hamilton’s level
than had Valtteri Bottas, however much the younger Briton’s run
of 2023 mistakes sticks in the memory. And Leclerc’s qualifying
skillsmean thatheislikely to have the edge onadriver witha
record 104 poles. Leclercis also massively more experienced with
Ferrari packagesthattend to be peakyintermsof car handling. He
also speaksItalian, and is familiar with what remains a complex
organisation to settle into. Yet Hamilton is clearly still a step better
—with Russell the key yardstick here —-when it comes to the skill
thatbringsthe pointsin F1: tyre management. His mastery of this
artcould boostateam with along history of tyre weaknessin races.

But perhaps the biggest risk of Hamilton’s move concerns his
reputation. Inevitably, some will make the tiresome argument
thatthis developmentis all about money. Such lazy takes disregard
the factthat Hamilton was set to make a reported £50million at
Mercedes anyway. And any financialimprovementisn'texactly
life-changing for a star with a fortune north of £220m.

Thereisariskhe hasjettisoned a potential life-long association
with Mercedes through a mooted ambassadorial role, and its
contributionsto his Mission 44 charityinitiatives. And he risks
spendingyearsinthe wilderness beneath the top step of the F1
podium, which he hasn’tvisited since the 2021 Saudi Arabian GP,
allwhile being entangled with ayoung, determined team-mate.
Comment on thatin the context of his previous success would
swell. Butthatwas already happening at Mercedes in the two years
since his 2021 title defeat. In joining Ferrari, and making the same
romantic move as so many other F1legends - one many believed
thathishero Ayrton Sennawould one day make - Hamilton has
actually boosted his reputation in many quarters. And we know
thatthe Ferraridreamis one on which he haslong dwelled. #

© P24 HAMILTON TO FERRARI
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OPINION PIT + PADDOCK

Opportunity blocks

When even the champions of ‘feeder series’ are considered charmed to be granted

an F1 graduation, it’s no surprise memories are stirred of a radically different era

MARCUS SIMMONS

ne of the byproducts from last week’s news of the
impending shock transfer of Lewis Hamilton to
O Ferrariwasthatitraised speculation, througha

handy hint from Mercedes F1 chief Toto Wolff

thatitmay be “an opportunity to do something
bold”, thatthe Three-Pointed Star’s 17-year-old sensation Andrea
Kimi Antonelli may be called upon to fill the seven-time world
champion’s sizeable shoesin 2025.

Young Antonelliwould be the lucky one. The Italian is clearly
asensational talent, aboutto embark upon his firstseasonin
Formula 2 asthe reigning (buthardly dominant) title holder
from the Formula Regional European Championship by
Alpine. He may well win the F2 crown, although he does have
the notinconsiderable obstacle of Ferrari protege —and Haas
F1-destined? - Ollie Bearman working out of the same Prema
Racing awning for 2024. Any F2 champion surely, by definition,
deserves animmediate graduation to F1, butit rarely works out
thatway. Look at Theo Pourchaire, Felipe Drugovich before him,
Oscar Piastri before him. Back in the 1980s, reigning champ
Pourchaire would surely be gearing up for arookie F1 season,
probably with Ligier - although that might not always have
beenagoodthing...

Makingiteven harder for these budding starletsisthe
effectively closed shop of F1. Alsolast week, F1 rejected the
bid of Michael Andretti’steamtojoin the grid. Bang wentany
chance of the field rising from 20 carsto 22, and with itany
increased opportunity for newcomersto break through. Back
in 2022, football fans were outraged by the attempted creation
of aEuropean Super League, with member clubslocked into
the competition in perpetuity. Motorsport fans rightly feel
similarly that Andretti’s rebuffisscandalous-Flisnowa
European Super League in allbutname.

Alsointhe past fortnight, manyin the sport were deeply
saddened atthe news that Gerrit van Kouwen had died after
anillnessatthe age of 60. He was supreme in the 1984 Formula
Ford Festival, and arace winner in British F3in 1985 and 1986.
His career ran out of steam, but he retained a close connection
with the sport. Itwasin hisblood, after all.

Anengineer pal of mine, who worked with van Kouwen when
the Dutchman was coaching and mentoring young driversin the
1990s, messaged me on Monday. He waslogged into the video
stream of the funeral, and remarked that footage had been shown
of an F3race at Silverstone where van Kouwen burstinto thelead
atthestart. The field was so enormous, remarked my friend, that
“itseemed like every F3 car ever built wasinit!”.

Myimmediate assumption was thatit musthave been the 1985
British Grand Prix supportrace. Coincidentally, Thad reason to

dig outthe programme last week, so it was close to hand. Sure
enough, 36 drivers had qualified, and I'd also taken the trouble
tonote four non-qualifiers - presumably in case anyone failed to
make the startand areserve got shuffled onto the grid. And this
gotmy mate (whoisstill active in engineering young single-seater
drivers) and I chatting. What, we wondered, has gone wrong since
then? We agreed that one-make racing haskilled opportunities
for many. Leading drivers back then such as van Kouwen, Andy

“What has gone wrong? We
agreed one-make racing has
killed opportunities for many”

Wallace or Tim Davies would never have been paying a full
budget, but with competition between constructors - back then
itwas Reynard versus Raltin F3 -itwasin their interestto getthe
bestyoungtalentin their cars. Look also at Formula Ford from the
late-1980s: Reynard (again) versus Van Diemen and Swift, even
Mondiale. If they won races, they sold cars, so slipping a freebie
or a cut-price weapon to a hot prospect paid for itself. The same
principle could be applied to engine suppliers or tuners.
Nowadays, every step of the ladder is spec cars. Each category
comes with its own list of parts that can only be supplied by one
source. It’s greatin principle: identical equipment supposedly
offersalevel playing field and cuts costs in development. Yes, but
italsotakesthe cost beyond the reach of some of those who might
otherwise be able to competeinafreerarena. Isitacoincidence
thatthe old philosophy of F3, the last single-seater bastion of open
competitionin chassis and engines, produced a certain Max
Verstappen, who raced on abudget he would have struggled to
getinto an F4team with before he was scooped up by Red Bull?
Italsoslashesthe demographic. Look at the peak days of British
F3inthelate 1980s. Grids overflowed into qualification races,
around 20to 25 of the drivers were worldwide up-and-coming
talents, roughly 10to 15 were very capable amateur racers -
some asold astheir thirties or even forties. Nowadays they'd be
regulated out of most series by age or experience restrictions.
In more recenttimes, single-seaters have been prefixed with
the word ‘junior’; or, even worse than that, ‘feeder series’. All
hideously subservient by the very phraseologyto the bloated great
god F1. Which, apart from throwing the best of them a few scraps
of Friday FP1 outings, has shown with its Andretti ruling that it
clearlyisn’tinterested in giving new faces a proper chance. #
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To knock back an American team (the great Andretti name or not) having just made

it three races in the States seems a negative to the potentially huge US market

MA SMITH

Short-sighted policy towards new teams
Disappointed. Frustrated. Asan F1 fan for 40 years, this closed-
door policy by FOM to new teams is in my opinion short-sighted.

Iunderstand that another team would dilute the ‘pot of
money thatthe teamsrely on and thatthey feel anew starter
hasn’tearnedthisfinancial reward, but another team s of
course two more seats available for up and coming drivers that
the bigger teams might then wantto sign up. The racingladder
of F3and F2, the main feeder series for F1, hasbecome almost
surplusto requirements as where will the drivers go? F1 drivers
these days sign long-term contracts thatlimit options for up
and coming drivers. The extra seats should be welcomed.

Also, toknock backan American team (the great Andretti
name or not) having just made itthree racesin the States seems
anegative to the potentially huge US market. Andrettiisin many
forms of motorsport worldwide and is successful, so to say that
this new team won’t meet the standards required for F1 seems
abituncharitable. Disappointing and frustrating sums it up.

MA Smith
By email

How about putting the fans first?

AllIcansayis, whatasurprise. FOM’s decision to turn down
Andretti’s application to enter Flistypical of an organisation
thatistotally self-absorbed and insular.

The phrasein FOM’s statement that annoyed me immensely
was ‘what value can a new team bring to F1?’ The name Andretti
ismotorsportroyalty. If that can’tadd value to F1, good luck
anyone else tryingto gain an entry. The phrase you should use
iswhat value would a new team add to the fans’ enjoyment of F1?
Anotherteam onthe grid, especially one with such aniconic
name, would make a huge difference to fans’ enjoyment of F1.

We fans want more cars on the grid, more drivers to cheer on.
Pull your head out from the clouds, read the reactions on social
media, and start putting fans at the forefront of your decisions.
You never know, it might be popular.

Michael Skeet
Lordswood, Southampton

COLOMBO

Massive own goal for grand prix racing

Any businessthatignoresits customersis on the road to failure.

If slipping Netflix ratings, ‘sports washing’ and unexceptional

street circuits don'tkill the goose, turning down Andretti F1 will.
Meanwhile, which of the current F1 principals were ever able

tohold a candle to Mario Andrettiin terms of fanimpact and

excitement? Firstouting in a Lotus 49 - pole! One-off driveina

Ferrari(above) in front of the tifosi at Monza - pole! Sebring win

fromway backin a Ferrari 512, USAC/Indy champion, Indy 500

winner... oh, and F1world champion! The Andretti rejection

isamassive own goal by F1 and its ‘franchisees’.

Steve Singleton

By email

More cars can only enhance the show

Regarding the rejection of Andretti’s bid to add to the F1 grid,
Ibelieve thisis pure greed on the partof the existing teamsand
I hopeitdoesn’t come round to bite them when the sporthas
one ofits cyclical downturnsin a few years. The Andrettis are
pureracers, ambitious and well connected. More cars on the
grid can only enhance the show and add more spaces for up
and coming drivers. F1 needs someone who looks to the future.
Alan Springle

St Albans

HAVE YOUR SAY GET IN TOUCH
g osontediorial () X G o
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Isleworth [facebook.com/] [(nstagram.com/]
TWT7 6QG autosport] | AUTOSPORTdotcom|

8 FEBRUARY 2024 [AUTOSPORT.COM| 23



http://AUTOSPORT.COM
http://youtube.com/AUTOSPORTdotcom
http://instagram.com/autosport
http://instagram.com/autosport
mailto:autosport@autosport.com
mailto:autosport@autosport.com
http://autosport.com
http://twitter.com/autosport
http://twitter.com/autosport
http://facebook.com/autosport
http://facebook.com/autosport
http://youtube.com/AUTOSPORTdotcom

SUTTON

SUTTON

r .-n-!ll-h " b
e §
e . A’
| aE
f'
1
-\
i sm— —
| —
| —

Vasseur and
Hamilton: maybe
they weren’t
reminiscing about
the 2005 Pau F3
event then...

|}
S

i

% UBS

W OSTRIKE

2 Packard
i

PETROMNAS

INEQS
ETeamViewer

b Snepdr TOor



HAMILTON TO FERRARI

THE STORY OF
F1'S BIGGEST MOVE

One of Formula 1’s most celebrated drivers of all-time is joining

its most feted and romantic team. Time to unravel how this

biggest of ‘silly season’ shocks came to fruition

ALEX KALINAUCKAS

moltorsport

PHOTOGRAPHY IMAGES

ithasingle stroke of a pen, Formula 1 just
gottremendously more interesting. Lewis
Hamilton signing for Ferrari: even now, a
week on, it sounds so exotically strange,
atease of the excitementto come.
Thatis now goingto be studded into the
upcoming 2024 F1 campaign too. Every time
Hamilton faces the media across his final year
with Mercedes, the Ferraritheme will hangin the air. Whether he
feelshe can’t engage, asamark of respect for the team where he will
have raced for 12 seasons by the end of this year, remains to be seen.

Such questions will adaptif the risks heighten. If, for example, the
Mercedes W15 turns outto be a clear step better than the Ferrari
SF-24. Overall, though, the expectation now forever pressed into
this 2025 exchange of silver and black for red will shine through.

It's something that not even Mercedes team principal and CEO Toto
Wolff could have contemplated at the beginning of January. But when
Hamilton arrived athis boss’s Oxfordshire home last Wednesday,
Wolffhad already heard “rumours a couple of days earlier” that
something was amiss. Hamilton had been at Mercedes’ Brackley
factory the day before this regular off-season appointment for his
W15 seat fitting. He would sample the carin Mercedes’ simulator
the day after hisimpending departure was announced.

Over coffee with Wolff, Hamilton broke the news. Atthe same time,
Marc Hynes, hislong-time associate recently returned to working
within the seven-time world champion’s camp, arrived in Brackley to
deliver a formal letter outlining the situation to the Mercedes squad.

Hamilton had wanted to notify Wolff personally, plus avoid
letting the development hang over his final season with Mercedes
and potentially destabilise it further. There was no attemptto try
tochange Hamilton’s mind.

“Thatwas basicallyit,” says Wolff. “Then we had a good
conversation. Thisiswhere we are.”

Mercedes and Ferrari worked together to arrange when
the news would be announced the following day - Thursday

ETHERINGTON

=
B3 Wolff had little
inkling of looming

I Hamilton departure

1 February. Suggestionsthatthe 31 January date, when Hamilton
delivered the news to Wolff, was down to a mooted cut-off point for
the option covering the 2025 season in his final Mercedes contract
are understood to be incorrect.

At2pm last Thursday, with reporters already camped out at
the roundabout entrance of the Mercedes campus, the team was
gathered and informed of the situation by Wolff and technical
director James Allison. Wolff chimed in via video, because he'd
continued with a pre-arranged trip to Milan with some of
Mercedes’ engineersto meet F1tyre supplier Pirelli.

The first media reports that day had come via Spain - the nation
of soon-to-be ex-Ferraridriver Carlos Sainz - with enquiries to the »»
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partiesinvolved atthe top level revealing that the situation was so
much more than the speculative stories about Hamilton heading
to Ferrarithatsurfaced last spring. It was, indeed, really on.

Five hours after the Brackley base meeting had begun, first
came Mercedes’ official comment: that Hamilton was to depart,
having made what he called in ateam statement “one of the
hardestdecisions I have ever had to make”. Ferrari followed with a
characteristically terse statement outlining how it was “pleased to
announce that Lewis Hamilton will be joining the team in 2025”. Five
minuteslater, Sainz released a typically classy statement vowing to
“give my absolute best for the team and for the Tifosiall around the
world” in whatis to be his fourth and last Ferrari campaign.

So, how had the all-time longest relationship between any F1
team and driver, statistically F1’s most successful gladiator to boot,
finally reached the end? This was, after all, just five months on
from Hamilton signing the deal that seemed to tie him to Mercedes
until FI’s nextrules resetin 2026.

“We’re big boys. We couldn’t
commit for a longer period.
And he’s taken the option to exit”

“Tonly know that we were very aligned when we went into
the Christmas period,” says Wolff. This was just before the
confirmationthathe and Allison had agreed new contracts with
the team, apparently with no priorindication that Mercedes’ main
star was considering a departure: “We’ve said thatin publicand in
the team. Youneed to ask Lewis why he changed his mind...”

Hamilton’s main words on the situation have so far only come
viathat Mercedes statement, plus the 416-word Instagram post
hereleased last Saturday. But here it’simportant to rewind to that
Monza weekend last year, where it was announced that Hamilton
and George Russell had signed their current Mercedes deals. This
Subscribe at autos port.com / p lus / was revealed as atwo-year contract for Hamilton, With.Russell’s .

arrangement extended to the end of next year too. Butit's revealing

thatthe 2025 season of Hamilton’s offer was signed only as an option.
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The firstelementin considering thisis how Mercedes agreed to
the deal, inthe knowledge that there was a risk that Hamilton could
leave, because it had wanted to keep its options open for 2026 and
beyond. A typically pragmatic Wolff said as much in his call with
the F1 press corpslast Friday, the Austrian explaining “we felt that
alonger-term contract would limit our options going forward”.

Thereverse side of thisis that Hamilton had apparently wanted
alonger commitment. And whenitarrived via a Ferrari offer —
announced only asa “multi-year contract” in that short statement
-he saw the chance to unite thatreality with something more
fleeting and emotional.

“How he framed itto me s perfectly understandable: thathe needed
anew challenge, thathe waslooking for a differentenvironmentand
thatit was maybe thelast possibility to do something else,” says Wolff.
“We’re big boys, we knew that by signing a short-term contract, it
could be of benefit for both sides. We couldn’t commit for alonger
period. And he’s taken the option to exit. We totally respect that you
can change your mind. There’s different circumstances.

“Switchingto Ferrari, maybe for thelast gigin his career, maybe
rolling the dice a bit. I can follow that decision. I think also maybe
one of the considerations was the opportunityto sign along-term
contractwith Ferrariand giveitareally big go atthe end of his career.
We didn't talk about whether the opportunity was better there or
with us because I don’'tthink you can say.”

In his Instagram post, Hamilton has already opened up on his
decision - particularly the pull of the Prancing Horse, which had
its most recent period of sustained F1 success while he climbed
the junior single-seater ladder as a teenager with McLaren.

Mercedes has made clear thatits W151launch next Wednesday will
not feature any outside media scrutiny, so it may not be until the first
press conferences of the Bahrain test, starting in a fortnight’stime,
that Hamilton fields any of those questions about his Ferrari future.

One such should be whether there was anything more than a desire
tosecure along-term F1 future thatimpacted his choice. This is for
adriver who, back when he was racking up titles for Mercedes, was
wondering whether he'd race past40, a milestone he will reach when
hejoinsFerrari. “Ifeel incredibly fortunate, after achieving things
with MercedesthatIcould only have dreamed of as akid, thatI
now have the chance to fulfil another childhood dream,” his
poststates. “Drivingin Ferrarired. »»
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Hamilton and Leclerc
will be team-mates

at Ferrariin 2025

“Istill remember the feeling of taking aleap of faith into the
unknown when Ifirstjoined Mercedesin 2013. 1 know some people
didn’tunderstand it at the time, but Iwas right to make the move
then, andit’sthe feeling I have again now. I'm excited to see what
Icanbringtothis new opportunity and what we can do together.

“However, right now, I'm not thinking about 2025. My focusis on
the upcoming season and getting back out on track with Mercedes.
Iam moredriven than ever, I am fitter and more focused than ever,
and I'wantto help Mercedes win once again.Iam 100% committed

“George has the potential to be the
next lead driver in the team. Such a
quick, talented and intelligent guy”

tothejobIneedtodoanddeterminedto end my partnership
withtheteamonahigh.”

Wolffinsists that Mercedes is now focused on putting “a car on
the trackthathas more pace than lastyear’s car”, with its sights
trained on Red Bull. Replacing Hamilton for 2025, Wolff says, is
“notsomething Iwantto be rushed to”, although he admits that
the timing of his charge’s decision “bit us a bit”, with the recent
announcementsthat Charles Leclercand Lando Norrishad signed
fresh deals with Ferrariand McLaren respectively coming within
two days of each other late last month.

Thereisalready speculation that, following Wolff’s assertion that
“maybeit’sachanceto dosomething bold”, he could be eyeing a rapid
promotion for Mercedes junior Andrea Kimi Antonelli (see panel).
Of Russell, Wolff says: “George has the potential to be the nextlead
driver in the team. I couldn’t wish for anewteam leader when Lewis
leaves... We've such a solid foundation, such a quick and talented and
intelligent guy in a car, that we just need to take the right choice for
the second driver, the second seat.”

Although Mercedesis setto enter 2024 with its long-established
“transparent and fair” approach toits current drivers, Wolffis open
that, asthe year goes on, the team will have to re-evaluate Hamilton’s
access “in terms of technical information”. Thisis standard F1 team
practice and, while Wolff has no “doubt in Lewis’s integrity”, it
would be logical to expect Russell to play more of arole in
developing the W15 towardsthe W16.

Soon enough, Hamilton’s full attention will be turned towards
starting afresh with Ferrari. He’ll have to learn Italian - something

28 [AUTOSPORT.COM| 8 FEBRUARY 2024

New to Mercedes in
2013. With Wolff,
Rosberg, Brawn

thatwould play well with the Tifosi, who are surely setto givehima
thumping welcome in any case - buthe can atleast quickly rekindle the
relationship he previously shared with team principal Fred Vasseur.
This coversthe 2005 Formula 3 Euro Series campaign, in which
Hamilton triumphed for Vasseur’s ART Grand Prix squad, before
doingthe samein GP2 ayear later ahead of his famous F1 debut.

Vasseur is still building Ferrariback up, which is what Hamilton is
referring towhen he evokes the doubters of his 2013 Mercedes move.
Thataddsto the jeopardy of this switch, but Hamilton’s own F1 history
shows how big the potential upsides are in the surely massively
lucrative deal he hasnow made - his currentarrangement at Mercedes
isreportedly worth £50million a year. His new terms have been signed
off by Ferrari chairman and Hamilton acquaintance John Elkann.

Butthere’s also the possibility of something much bigger being
achieved in his move to Ferrari, F1’s most storied squad. Juan Manuel
Fangioand Michael Schumacher are the only two F1 champions
tohavejoined the team and tasted more title success. Alain Prost,
Fernando Alonso and Sebastian Vettel are the failures, while Ayrton
Sennanever gotachancetotrywhatadriver whoidolised him
will soon be attempting.

Hamilton, like Schumacher, has already achieved championship
glory with two teams, and so is a key factor in any assessment of the
greatest F1driversof alltime. They aretied on atotal of seven titles,
although there remains the possibility that Hamilton arrives at
Ferrariasan eight-time world champion, the current supremacy
of Red Bull and Max Verstappen notwithstanding.

If Hamilton’s Ferrari dream move does contain the ultimate F1
success, he’'d not onlyjoin an ultra-exclusive club, but carve his
own huge piece of unique historytoo. #

Hamilton’s hero Senna never

got chance to race for Ferrari

COLOMBO
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WHAT NEXT
FOR SAINZ?

A couple of months ago, Carlos
Sainz thought he was negotiating

a healthy pay rise and at least a
two-year extension to stay at Ferrari
beyond 2024. After all, he’d given
Charles Leclerc a run for his money
during their three seasons together.
Maranello management clearly had
other ideas. Fortunately for the
Spaniard, that sound team-mate
comparison should leave him

with plenty of options - not least
because, as it stands, 13 seats

will be up for grabs come 2025.

Alpine, Williams, RB and Haas are
yet to lock in either of their drivers
but are likely the least appealing
options. Towards the other end of
the grid, Sainz is now acutely aware
that Mercedes is short of a driver. So,
he could hop on the reverse flight
to Hamilton to shake Toto Wolff’s
hand. While George Russell is clearly
Merc’s next Formula 1 posterchild,
and Sainz would have to make do
with being overshadowed yet again,
there’s every indication that this
would be an intelligent, well-
matched partnership. Sainz would
back himself to pass muster.

That said, this saga has proved
that F1 driver contracts aren’t
watertight. The Three-Pointed Star
could make an optimistic play for

Lando Norris or Leclerc in a bid to
retain a blockbuster line-up. But
they remain unlikely, and Wolff’s
teaser that his team “has a chance
to do something bold” could
indicate a promotion for junior
driver Andrea Kimi Antonelli. The
17-year-old won the Italian and
German F4 titles in 2022 before
claiming the Formula Regional
European crown last season. He will
contest F2 for Prema Racing in 2024.
Wolff says that Antonelli must focus
solely on that, so there’s little to be
gained by distracting him with
rumours of a hasty F1 promotion.
Sainz could be a placeholder until
the golden child is finally ready.

=gt~

-

Alex Albon, 27, is entering his
peak years and is out of contract
at the end of next year. With his F1
career rehabilitated at Williams,
the Thai-Brit openly says he now
wants to fight at the front. He’s fast,
mature, pally with Russell and no
stranger to rebuilding a grand prix

HAMILTON TO FERRARI

SUTTON

team. Less likely, Wolff could
rekindle his relationship with former
Mercedes protege Esteban Ocon.
The Alpine driver boasts a 2021
Hungarian GP win, although it’s not
known how highly Brackley values
his stock. Then consider Fernando
Alonso. He would tick that “bold”
criterion, will be a free agent, and
would start the 2025 season a
youthful 43 years old.

That would create space at Aston
Martin for Sainz. Alternatively, he
could become the lynchpin around
which Audi builds. Moving to the
German manufacturer is now that
bit more poetic thanks to Carlos
Sainz Sr bagging the marque’s first
Dakar Rally victory last month. As
that off-road programme is killed off
to dedicate resources to the nascent
F1 project, his son could pick up
the Ingolstadt baton.

MATT KEW
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TO FERRARI

Lewis Hamilton is not the only star driver to arrive on Ferrari’s shores

after title-winning or title- contendmg success. Here’s the story of -

_F1’s elite and their ttme dressed in red

Juan Manuel
Fangio

‘k‘q Ferrari wins 3

"~ Ferrari titles 1

Before Mercedes disrupted the pecking order in its
short-lived foray into Formula 1 in the mid-1950s,
Ferrari had been the class of the field. Once the
Stuttgart firm had absconded after winning the
drivers’ titles in 1954 and 1955 with Fangio, he

John
Surtees

Ferrari wins 4
Ferrari titles 1

This winner of seven world motorcycle grand prix
titles across 350cc and 500cc categories between
1956 and 1960 dovetailed his final year on two
wheels with a handful of outings for Lotus in F1. He
raced for Reg Parnell’s squad in 1961 and 1962, his

30 [AUTOSPORT.COM| 8 FEBRUARY 2024
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considered retiring from racing, but circumstances
at home in Argentina kept him behind the wheel.
President Juan Peron had been ousted and exiled,
and asset-freezes for some of Argentina’s most
renowned figures had been implemented, Fangio
included. So he kept racing, and linked up with
Ferrari to drive its Lancia-designed D50.

Fangio faced stern competition in team-mate
Peter Collins and Maserati pair Stirling Moss and
Jean Behra, but victory in Buenos Aires got the ball
rolling for 1956, albeit in a shared drive with Luigi
Musso after his own car was hamstrung by an ailing
fuel pump. Despite some reliability issues, Fangio

fourth place in the latter championship driving a
Lola bringing him to Ferrari’s attention.

Surtees was hired by Enzo Ferrari to lead
the team in 1963, which yielded a win at the
Nurburgring, but his title success was achieved
the following year amid a star-studded scrap for
supremacy. Reigning champion and Lotus star Jim
Clark led the way at the midpoint of the season,
but unreliability nixed the Scotsman’s hopes.

Surtees came on strong in the second half of the
campaign, winning the German and Italian GPs,
and went into the Mexico City finale as part of a
three-way fight with Clark and BRM’s Graham Hill.

reeled off two further wins at Silverstone and the
Nurburgring to sit eight points clear of Collins in
the standings at the Monza finale, needing just one
point to sew up the title. Disaster struck when
Fangio’s steering arm broke, but Collins took
sportsmanship to new heights by giving up his car
to help Fangio secure a fourth world title. Together,
they shared the points for second place, while Moss
won to claim the championship runner-up position.
Although the Ferrari-Fangio relationship had
borne fruit in its first year, it was never an easy
relationship, and Fangio returned to Maserati
in 1957 to secure his fifth and final title.

It appeared that leader Clark was on course to take
the crown, only to retire in the final miles. Lorenzo
Bandini, who had previously been involved in a
controversial clash with Hill, then moved aside for
team-mate Surtees on the final lap. When dropped
scores were applied, the second place was enough
for Surtees to defeat Hill by a single point.

He was unable to repeat his title in 1965, a
campaign of unreliability not helped by Surtees
missing the final two races after a heavy Can-Am
sportscar crash at Mosport. He departed Ferrari
after two GPs in 1966 following disagreements
with team manager Eugenio Dragoni.
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Nigel
Mansell

Ferrari wins 3
Ferrari titles 0

Mansell had been a firm title contender with
Williams in both 1986 and 1987, but narrowly
missed out on both. When Honda departed
Williams after 1987, the naturally aspirated
Judd engine could not keep Williams at the
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sharp end of the field. In one of his last acts before
his death, Enzo Ferrari turned Mansell’s head
and signed the Englishman for 1989.

At Maranello, Mansell became known as /!
Leone, and united at the team with countryman
John Barnard as they set about bringing a revival
to an inconsistent Ferrari squad. Despite the
expectations that 1989 would be a transitional
year, Mansell nonetheless won on his Ferrari debut
in Brazil. This could not provide the impetus for a
title challenge as reliability was lacking (and two
clumsy disqualifications hurt chances to score
more), but a mid-season purple patch and a

BIG-NAME MOVES
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further win in Hungary offered hope for 1990.
Although Mansell had enjoyed the edge over
Gerhard Bergerin 1989, he had to face up to
Alain Prost in his second year at the team -
and was outclassed by the then-three-time
champion. Unreliability also reared its head,
the year offering just a single win, at Estoril.
His 1990 was almost the inverse of 1989; the
great form Mansell enjoyed at the mid-season
European races in his first Ferrari year had
deserted him in the second. The Briton
planned to retire after 1990, but Frank Williams
tempted him back to his team for 1991.

Alain
Prost

Ferrari wins 5
Ferrari titles 0

After finding his position at McLaren untenable
amid the ensuing tug of war against Ayrton Senna,
Prost shacked up with Ferrari for 1990 as Gerhard
Berger went the other way. But this was more than
a hasty retreat from an uncomfortable situation,

because Ferrari’s rather pretty 641 was the best
carit had produced in years. This ensured that the
Frenchman could once again fight for the title,
but without the intra-team politicking that had
dogged his final term at McLaren.

Prost picked up his first win in red at the
Brazilian GP, and took four more as he exerted his
dominance at the team over Nigel Mansell. But the
Prost-Senna machinations once again came to a
head at Suzuka; Senna was nine points clear of
Prost at the top of the standings, and retaining
that gap would effectively cement the title in
the Brazilian’s favour. And, per the late Murray

Walker, it happened immediately; Senna left
his car down the inside of Turn 1 after a slower
getaway from pole, and the two collided.

Prost enjoyed no more success at Ferrari,
with 1991 proving to be a turgid year. The 642
- adevelopment of the 641 - was becoming
outdated, and the subsequent 643 was flawed.
Prost had greatly disliked the 642’s handling and
asked for improvements to the follow-up; that it
was barely improved on the 643 produced discord
between Prost and the Ferrari management.
Prost’s public criticism of the team led to him
being fired before the 1991 season finale.
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Michael
Schumacher

Ferrari wins 72
Ferrari titles 5

When F1 needed a new hero in the mid-1990s,
Schumacher answered the call. After two titles
with Benetton, he joined a Ferrari team in the
middle of a rebuilding phase; Jean Todt was
set to begin his third full season at the helm in

Kimi
Raikkonen

BELLANCA

Ferrari wins 10
Ferrari titles 1

After becoming frustrated at McLaren, Raikkonen
defected to Ferrari in place of Michael
Schumacher. A win at the first time of asking
emerged in Australia, followed by two podiums,
but the Finn’s momentum seemed to desert him
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Maranello, backed to the hilt by Ferrari president
Luca di Montezemolo.

It was crucial that Rory Byrne and Ross Brawn,
two of the architects of Benetton’s success, soon
followed Schumacher across the aisle. The
German demonstrated his excellence with three
wins in 1996 despite a cumbersome car, his rainy
Spain victory the most impressive. But his time at
Ferrari also showed Schumacher at his worst, and
a title challenge in 1997 was undone by his rash
attack on Jacques Villeneuve at Jerez, which
ensured he was thrown out of the standings.

McLaren and Mika Hakkinen were too strong in
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when the calendar moved into Europe. Instead,
the warring McLarens had the upper hand; Lewis
Hamilton and Fernando Alonso went head to head
at the front, while Raikkonen found himself
outpaced by team-mate Felipe Massa.
Magny-Cours was the turning point; more
comfort with the F2007 car and a stronger pit
strategy gave Raikkonen the win over Massa,
and this was followed by a further success at
Silverstone. Raikkonen clawed back the gap to the
McLaren duo. Alonso’s crash at Fuji and Hamilton’s
pitlane slip in China brought Raikkonen back into
play for the Brazil finale, which he won to beat the
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1998, and Schumacher’s attempt at the 1999
crown was derailed by a broken leg sustained in a
crash at Silverstone. The wait for a title was finally
over in 2000, when Schumacher dispatched
Hakkinen in Japan to sew up the championship.
This began Schumacher’s reign of dominance
from 2000 to 2004; five successive titles were
a perfect showcase of his excellence, but the
spectacle began to suffer. Banning tyre changes in
the 2005 regulations ended Schumacher’s streak;
although he battled Fernando Alonso in the 2006
championship, his Ferrari career ended that year
after Kimi Raikkonen was signed to replace him.

GALLOWAY

McLaren drivers by a single point. His title defence
in 2008 took a back seat when Massa assumed the
mantle of lead driver, while 2009 yielded just one
win as Ferrari misjudged the new aero regulations.
Raikkonen was paid off by Ferrari, which wished
to bring Alonso in, but the Finn returned after a
two-year hiatus from F1 and two seasons with
Lotus. His 2014 campaign was poor and he never
got on with the F14T, but he became a dependable
wingman to Sebastian Vettel in their four years
as team-mates. Raikkonen managed just one win
in his second Ferrari spell, before moving to Alfa
Romeo while Charles Leclerc went the other way.
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FERRARO

Fernando
Alonso

Ferrari wins 11
Ferrari titles 0

The Spaniard was a two-time champion at
Renault, but his switch to McLaren for 2007 ended
in hugely controversial circumstances amid
infighting against rookie team-mate Hamilton and
the spy scandal. He retreated to Renault again,

Sebastian
Vettel

Ferrari wins 14
Ferrari titles 0

Once Vettel’s domination of the early 2010s had
come to an end with the rise of Mercedes and his
own struggles with Red Bull’s flawed first car of the
turbo-hybrid era, he followed in the footsteps of his
hero Michael Schumacher with a move to Ferrari.

before Ferrari came knocking for the 2010 season.

Their relationship began auspiciously with
victory in Bahrain, albeit assisted by Sebastian
Vettel’s Red Bull gearbox glitch, and he carried that
form through to sit atop a four-way championship
battle in the run-up to the final race of the season
at Yas Marina. Ferrari set about trying to cover off
Mark Webber, who went into the race as highest-
placed Red Bull driver, but this ensured Alonso got
stuck behind Vitaly Petrov. This was the first of two
titles lost on the final day of the season at Ferrari.

The 2011 season was altogether less successful,
and Alonso managed just one win, but 2012’s
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Ferrari had not enjoyed a particularly bright
start to the switch to hybridised V6 powertrains
either, but improved for 2015. Vettel finished third
in his first race for the team and followed that up
with a win in Malaysia, but the Maranello squad
could not break Mercedes’ grip beyond Vettel’s
three wins that season. Ferrari then endured a
winless 2016 as Red Bull found form, but was a
much stronger force the following season.

Amid a consistently strong opening to 2017,
Vettel led the championship after the opening half
of the year, but the post-summer improvements
made at Mercedes swung the championship in

BIG-NAME MOVES

A= - =

early-season unpredictability set up a mighty
championship showdown between Alonso and
Vettel in Brazil. Again, the Asturian missed out
despite Vettel becoming embroiled in a first-lap
tangle that put him at the back, before recovering
to sixth to win the title by three points.

Two wins in 2013 could not put Alonso in the
title fight again, and the final year with Ferrari
in 2014 was hamstrung by the marque’s less-
than-stellar approach to the V6 turbo-hybrid
regulations. So he made the switch to McLaren as
the Woking squad had joined forces with Honda
once more, which proved vastly unsuccessful.
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Lewis Hamilton’s favour. The Briton chalked up
three wins on the bounce in Belgium, Italy and
Singapore, and slowly began to extend a gap
that Vettel could not close.

Although the German held the championship
lead in 2018 after the first 10 races, his infamous
unforced shunt at Hockenheim’s Sachskurve gave
Hamilton the upper hand once more. The arrival of
Charles Leclerc at Ferrari overshadowed Vettel in
2019, and the neutering of the team’s powertrain
ahead of 2020 led to a dismal final year. With
Carlos Sainz signed for 2021, Vettel found refuge
at Aston Martin for two years before retiring.
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BUTTON'S NEW GHALLENGE

Jenson Button doesn’t need to go racing anymore. It’s a fascination with endurance

competition that has led to his World Endurance quest with the Jota Porsche team

GARY WATKINS

molorsport
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JENSON BUTTON STAR BRITS

wanttobein one ofthem!” That was Jenson Button’s
thoughtatthe Le Mans 24 Hoursin 2023 as he thundered
down the Mulsanne Straightand held on for dear life
through the Porsche Curves aboard the Garage 56
Chevrolet Camaro LS1 NASCAR Cup Car. And by “one of
them”, he meant one of the cars from the Hypercar class
thatkeptbuzzing pastin the battle for overall victory
last June. The 2009 Formula 1 world champion has got
his desire for thisyear as partof hisfirst full season of
racing since 2019 by taking on the World Endurance
Championship with the Jota Porsche team.
“Talwaysloved Le Mansand going thereagainina
relaxed way was super-cool,” says the Briton. He enjoyed
whatwas his second outing atthe 24 Hours aboard the Hendrick
Motorsports-run Camaro, but driving the car that filled the grid spot
reserved for aninnovative machine left him wanting more. It fired his
aspirationsto gobackin something that was “fighting for the win”.

In fact, Button was talking about thatin the build-up to Le Mans. A
full season of racing was on the cards for 2024, he told the world last
May, and sportscar racing was histarget: a programme in either the
WEC or the IMSA SportsCar Championship was something he was
looking at. By the time he travelled home from Le Mans, he was »

Button has
clicked with Jota
- “a pure, out-and-
out racing team,
which is what
I love”




JENSON BUTTON

TREMBLAY

alreadyin negotiation with Jota aboutjoining whateven back then
seemed certain to be an expanded assault on the WEC with a pair
of Porsche 963 LMDh prototypes.

Button atJotaturned outtobe an easyfit. He already knew alot
of the playersinvolved. Included in their number were team bosses
Sam Hignett and David Clark, as well as Tom Wagner, the boss of
Knighthead Capital Management, the private equity group that
rescued car hire giant Hertz and then lent its colours to Jota for its
WEC programme. Knighthead is also the owner of Birmingham
City, the Championship football club that broughtin Wayne Rooney
asmanager late lastyear —-unsuccessfully so, it should be added,
because he was quickly pushed out of the door. There was form there
forrecruiting a big name for its sporting endeavours. Don't forget
thatJota also had talks with both Sebastian Vettel and Robert Kubica
aboutracing foritsteamin 2024. At one pointa super-team involving
Button, Vettel and Kubica appeared to be a possibility.

“Even at Le Manslastyear we were talking about it,” recounts Button,
who will share the #38 Jota Porsche with Oliver Rasmussen and Phil
Hanson. “Itwas going to happen; it was just putting pen to paper.”
The deal was done some time before it was revealed to the world
in December, he continues, “just not ready to be announced”.

Button’sinterestin Le Mans predates hisfirst outing atthe French
enduroin 2018 aboard one of SMP Engineering’s AER-engined BR1
LMP1 prototypes as partof atruncated assault on the 2018-19 WEC
superseason. He revealsthathe used towatch therace on TVasachild
inthe 1980s. Buthistime racing in the WECwith SMP and in Super GT
forthe Team Kunimitsu Honda squad, with which he won the 2018 title
in hisfirstseason sharing with Naoki Yamamoto, fostered alove of
endurance racing. (He doesn't mention his one-off assault on the
Spa24 Hours, then atouring car rather than sportscar race, aboard
aRafanelli BMW 320i during his Formula 3year in 1999!)

Helikes the atmosphere of sportscar racing, the factthat you have
toleave the ego that makesyou asuccessin single-seaters athome.
“Asaracingdriver you are inherently selfish, as my wife pointed out
when we first met,” he laughs, adding thatin F1 “you have to be like
that” butthatendurance racingis “alittle bit different. Thad a taste of

itin2018 and 2019 in Super GT and WEC, and Ilove thatatmosphere
within ateam: howyou are wanting your team-mates to be as quick
asyouif not quicker, because that’s whatwinsyou the race.”

He alsolovesthe new era of sportscar racing: “Thave to saythe
Hypercarsare the coolestlooking carsever -if I'd had to draw my
dream car when Iwas akid, itwould have been a Hypercar.” And
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Button’s TV
punditry will be
balanced with a

commited return
to the cockpit

justhow competitiveitis: “Le Mans was insane last year, so good.
With more cars onthe grid this year, it will be even better.”

Button only had one crack at Le Mans in a prototype with SMP: he cut
shorthisinvolvementwith the team after four racesto concentrate on
Super GT, which meant he didn’t contest the second edition of Le Mans
encompassed by the superseason the following year. Atthe end of that
year, he then quit Super GT. “The racing was greatand Iloved my team-
mate Naoki,” he says. “But travelling to Japan that often and with most
of the team not speaking English kind of made italonely period.”

Since then Button the racing driver has enjoyed anomadic
existence, trying a bit of thisand a bit of that. There was an outing
with his own JBXE Extreme E squad, as well as one in the British GT
Championshipintheteamthatformerly bore hisnameas Jenson Team
Rocket RJN. He also had a go at rallycross and took in the Baja 1000 off-
road classicin California atthe end of his second season in Super GT.

Lastyearthere were atrio of NASCAR Cup starts —at Austin, the new
Chicago street circuitand then on the Indianapolis road course - with
the Rick Ware Racing Ford squad. They were followed by two outings
aboard prototype machinery, the first since he stepped out of his SMP
BR1after Shanghaiin late 2018. His path into them was smoothed by
the contactshe made during the Garage 56 programme. He turned out
inaPorsche 963 with the JDC-Miller MotorSports squad atlastyear’s

Button raced at Petit
Le Mans last yearin a
JDC-Miller Porsche 963
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IMSA finale at Road Atlanta, the Petit Le Mans 10-hour race. The
connection there was team regular Mike Rockenfeller, who was one
of histeam-mates in the Camaro. The driver coach on the Garage 56
programme was Jordan Taylor, son of Wayne Taylor and now once
again one of the drivers for his father’s eponymousteam. That atleast
partially explains his presence on the grid atlast month’s Daytona 24
Hours IMSA curtain-raiser aboard one of the Wayne Taylor Racing
with Andretti Acura ARX-06 LMDhs.

The deal for Button tojoin Jordan, Louis Deletraz and Colton Herta
inthe #40 car that finished third in the bigrace was done after he'd
agreed terms with Jota, but the contact with WTR stretches back
several years. “I've been talking to Wayne for a while; Daytonais
aracethatI've always wanted to do - I've watched it for years,”
he explains, “butit somehow never worked out.”

There had been contact with Acurain the past. Button might have
raced in IMSA instead of going off to Japan to compete in Super GT with
Honda, amanufacturer with which he was maintaining a relationship
that straddled his final years in F1 with McLaren and six seasonsin
the 2000s. Honda’s Acura marque was about to kick off its Daytona
Prototype international programme with Penske, and Button
admitsthathe did have “a couple of meetings”.

Suggestingthathe had a straight choice between racingin Japan and
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JENSON BUTTON STAR BRITS

“I'M STILL AT MY BEST, AND | FEEL
YOUNGER THAN 1 DID IN F1. I'VE BEEN
DOING A'LOT OF BOXING AND WEIGHTS™

the US after ayear off post-F1, which admittedly included a return for
the Monaco Grand Prix and a one-off with the Team Mugen Honda squad
in Super GT, istoo simplistic, he says: “I always wanted to go to Super GT.
Thatwasthe one Iwas goingto choose. Theyalso paid me more!”

Oncethe Super GT box had been ticked, COVID and fatherhood had
alotto dowith why Button didn’thave a proper programme for four
seasons. Butnowthe time was right to come back properly. “Ithink
but for COVID Iwould have been racing in something [full-time],” he
explains. “From 2019, I've had two kids and they are now at that age
where metravellingisnt going to be so much of a problem. I've tried
loads of different things, but you feel that you don’t maximise what
you can achieve with one-off races. You don’t get the best out of
yourself doingitthat way, so Iwanted to doafull season.”

Button saysthathe’s “atthe point of my career where Idon’thave
togoracing”. It'snot, he adds, “ajob for me”. That’s a good situation,
hereckons: “I can enjoyit more, not stress as much, but still fully
focusbecauseIstill wanttowin.”

Hebelieveshe hasachanceto dothatwith a Porsche customer
teamin Jota, onethatled the Porsche chargelasttime outin Bahrain
andtookitsturninthelead at Le Mans. “Jota is a pure, out-and-out
racingteam, whichiswhatIlove,” he says. “I wanted to be with ateam
thatisoutthere purelytowin. That’s what Iwanted coming back.”

Button also believesthat he can bring somethingtothe table at44.
“Imstillatmybest, and I feel youngerthanIdidin F1,”hedeclares. “In
the pastthree yearsI'vetrained morethanIeverdidin F1,and Idon’t
drink alcohol or eat sugar. I've been doing alot of boxing and weights.
InFlyoucan'tdoweighttraining because you're worried about the
weight you'll put on, but with these cars weighing more than 1000kg,
acouple of extrakilosisn't going to make a difference.”

Button alsoinsists thathe’s not back for a single season - some kind
of farewell tour. “I don’'t want to be racing for many more years,” he
states. “So I'm fully on it for what Iwant to achieve. I think I'm going
tobe doingWEC for the next couple of years.”

Thetry-it-and-see Jenson Button of the past few yearsisathing of the
past, he says. He nolonger has a bucketlist, though he hasn'truled out
aNASCARreturn. Thatitch hasn’tbeen scratched “because we never
gotaresult, annoyingly because a couple of times we were quick”.

He doesn’thanker after racing in the Daytona 500 - “ovals are not my
thing” -andisn’tlikely to be seenin arallycross caragain: “Idid one
raceand said, ‘Thanks, thisis not for me’.

“T'vedoneloads of fun thingsin the pastfew years, but you always
come backtowhatyou’re good at. Thisisit.” #
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ILOTT’S MOVE
INTO THE WEG SPOTLIGHT

His time at Ferrari ran out; his stint in IndyCar was cut short. But Jota’s new recruit
for its WEC Porsche Hypercar effort could be the real deal for the British squad

JAMES NEWBOLD

ad things gone as Callum Ilott had anticipated
over the long IndyCar off-season - a full eight
grand prix weekends have been held since he
navigated September’s Laguna Seca season finale
crashfestto finish an equal-best fifth -then he'd
be preparing for a third full-season in top-flight
US open-wheel racing. But asthe Cambridge
native putitonthe AutosportInternational
show’s main stage last month, “circumstances
changed asthey sometimes doinlife”. The
25-year-old duly found himself facing the exit
door at Juncos Hollinger Racing, the team
he'djoined for the final three races ofa 2021
season that overlapped with his final year on Ferrari’s books.
Fortunately for Ilott, while the door to a Formula 1 race seat
had remained firmly closed, he’'d not spent 2021 entirely kicking
hisheelsas AlfaRomeo’s underused reserve. A season in the Pro
class of the GT World Challenge Europe Endurance Cup for Iron Lynx,
and a cameo outing for its World Endurance Championship squad
thatnetted a GTE Am class podium on his Le Mans 24 Hours debut,
had served as auseful barometer of whatthe 2020 Formula 2
runner-up could doin asportscar. As aresult, privateer Porsche
team Jota knows the sort of talentit’s snapped up tojoin its

Porsche privateer Jota did
not hesitate to snap up llott
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two-car assault on the 2024 WEC Hypercar class.

“The Ferrari GT guys wentinto Hypercar and have done obviously
astrongjob, and I had adirect comparison to them,” explains Ilott
backstage at ASI, shortly after his main stage appearance beforea
healthy crowd, drawn in by the presence of the Hertz-liveried 963.
“Notonly doesithelp me asan endurance driver, because I've doneit,
butithelped them understand where Iwasatinarookie yearina GT

“GALLUM WAS ON OUR LIST FROM
THE VERY BEGINNING. IT MADE
GOMPLETE SENSE TO GIVE HIM A GALL”

car. And having drivenit, lunderstand now why alot of GT drivers
are very successful within Hypercar. Because of the weight transfer
and the way it goes through the corner, the driving style is similar.”
After a pause enforced by EuroNASCAR’s deafening arrival at the
main stand, Ilott continues: “Obviously Iwasn’ttoo bad in 2021 and I
have a good history of being quite quick. There’s a couple of things that
youneedtolearn, butit’s definitely closer than Iwould have imagined.”
Ilottwill join Andretti Formula E driver Norman Nato and team
regular Will Stevens aboard Jota’s #12 963 LMDh, with Jenson Button,
Oliver Rasmussen and Phil Hanson steering the #38. Jota boss Sam
Hignett said Ilott’s signing was “the easiest deal I've ever done” and is
along-time admirer. “Callum was on our list from the very beginning
-we assumed he'd go to Ferrari with the factory team,” he revealed on
the main stage. “When the opportunity came up to speak to Callum and
we had aseatopen upin whatis now goingto bethe #12 car, itmade
complete sense to give him a call and see if we could geta deal done.”
Tlott could have been forgiven for viewing sportscar racing as a
poor deal when the driver he’d pushed all the way to the F2 title, fellow
Ferrari Driver Academy member Mick Schumacher, landed an F1
berth with Haas. Butit’s to his creditthat Ilott recognised a return to
sportscar racing at some stage was always “a realistic option”, and so
gaveithisallin 2021 before taking the ticket to IndyCar. “Actually, I
was kind of correct knowing that I could come back [to sportscars], »»
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“YOU DO SOME THINGS RIGHT, YOU
DO SOME THINGS WRONG, AND
YOU'VE GOTTO LEARN FROM IT"

Ex-Ferrari Junior on FP1 ©

duty with Alfa Romeo at

justnotinthe wayIexpected,” he reflects. “Iwould have had todo
anotheryear of GTs to then go into Hypercar anyway [if he'd stayed
with Ferrari], soI think now it makes alot of sense in the way that
it'sbeen done, justinavery odd, roundabout way. I don’t have any
regretsinthe way it’s gone -it’s worked out really well.”

Ilottisunequivocal thathe’s a stronger driver for his experience
in IndyCar, racing onits versatile range of tracks and leading the
technical direction of a small team, after being Juncos Hollinger’s
sole focus until the arrival of a second car for Agustin Canapino last
season. Trying to compete with powerhouse efforts from Penske
and Ganassi without a team-mate to benchmark againstin 2022
was atough learning experience that means he won’t be fazed by
much in the WEC paddock. “Of course, you do some things right,
you do some things wrong, and you've got to learn from itand work
withit,” he asserts. “I'm definitely in a better shape, a better driver
inside and outside the car.”

Andhavingalready been through the experience of Le Mans,
there’s plenty that will be more familiar to Ilott than your typical

JOTA’S FIRST YEAR IN HYPERCAR

IndyCar-to-WEC convert. That fact gives him assurance that “it’s
definitely an easier transition” than the other way round. “The only
thing that 'm missing realistically isbeing in the top categoryina
multi-class race, and overtaking people instead of being the one
overtaken,” reasons Ilott. “Butdriver changesarent unknown,
three-hour stints aren’t unknown, so 90% of everything that

might be newto me is covered, which is good to know.

“The greatthing about GTsisIlearned how to work with team-
matesin that capacity, and what the goalis. The goalisn'tto be the
quickestdriver in the team - that’s great, everyone wants to be quick
-butto make everyone comfortable and make the slowest person
the quickest. That goes the same to adapting the [driving] position

Although fourth place in Bahrain constituted the
best result of its nascent Hypercar programme
in the 2023 World Endurance Championship,
Jota Sport boss Sam Hignett (right) professed
himself happy when facing the public at
Autosport International last month.

The team’s single Porsche 963 had been
delivered only 10 days before the Spa 6 Hours,
and Hignett says he’s “never seen a bunch of
humans work so hard” as his crew did to get
the first racing example of a customer LMDh car
ready, which elicited a telling comment from his
Hypercar team principal Dieter Gass. “As the car
rolled out of the pitlane for FP1, Dieter said, ‘I
think that’s the most emotional thing I’'ve ever
experienced in motorsport’,” Hignett relates.

Sixth on its debut exceeded expectations,
and the eight laps it led at Le Mans until Yifei Ye
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crashed at the Porsche Curves matched the
works Porsche Penske Motorsport team’s tally
across its three cars. Hignett believes victory
on the team’s 24-hour bow with Porsche “was
never on the cards”, but reckons a podium
finish “was definitely a reality”. A steering
wheel glitch compromised Monza, but Jota
split the works Porsches at Fuji and was the
top-finishing 963 in Bahrain.

“The lovely thing is as the season went on,
we improved at a greater rate than the factories
because we were starting from a very different
point, so by the time we got to Bahrain we could
split the Ferraris,” says Hignett. “It’s nice to have
ended the season as the fastest Porsche.”

Now that the team has scaled up to two-full
season entries, Hignett is happy to reveal that
talks were held with Sebastian Vettel, although

DOM GIBBONS PHOTO

the “timing wasn’t right on that deal”. But
with two strong line-ups, its entire focus now
on Hypercar, and a proliferation of strong
commercial partners, Jota is well-placed to
compete in 2024. “It’s back to the old days

of Group C, where there’s no reason why

a privateer couldn’t win the LMDh battle.”
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to fiteveryone, so thateveryone is comfortable.”

He doesn’t anticipate any difficulties working with Stevens
and Nato, with the older Brit proving “such a help” to the team
newcomersin sharing the 963’s nuances. Stevens, asthe only
driver from 2023 who remains on Jota’s books this year, may be a
secretweapon for his car crew, reckons Ilott, although the former
grand prix driver will be expected to be a similarly open book for
Button and co on the other side of the garage.

“Knowingwhat’s rightand what’s wrong in certain situations can be
kind of lifesaving for the car,” Ilott says. “And they are very complex;
it's F1-level complexity. It'simportant to understand that, and to have
the ability and knowledge to make all the changes necessary between
driversto getthe best out of the car. The other part of the team is going
toneed information [from Stevens]. Having him on oursideisa
benefit, buthe’s goingtobe as much helptothem asheistous.”

Ilottis unwilling to completely shut the door on IndyCar, in his view
the most competitive and close-fought championship he’s contested,
“whichis greatand painful atthe same time”. But with the likes of Scott
Dixon and Will Power still firing into their forties, he knows time s
on his side should he wish to return. “You do know that there would
be space when they slow down a bit,” he reckons. Butif IndyCar does
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Results hard
to come by with
Juncos Hollinger, but
llott (77) left nothing
on the table
in IndyCar

turn outto be a closed chapter, Ilottis satisfied that, even if the results
don’tnecessarily show it, he left nothing on the table in that theatre.

“Ifyoulook atthe overall results, no,” he replies when asked
whether he established himself in IndyCar. “But when you
understand how it’s been and what you had to do in that situation,
yes, 100%. People overlook thata lot of the time, soitdepends
who I'm speaking to [as to whether they agree].”

Ridingthe crest of the Hypercar wave isno bad place to be in the
meantime, with the influx of manufacturersinto the WEC and IMSA
SportsCar Championship generating a buzz around endurance
racing that many promoters would pay through the nose to capture.
Iottisunder noillusionthathe’slanded a plum seat, and recognises
thathistiming couldn’t be better ashe joins a series “on the up”.

“It'snicetobe a part of that,” he grins. “Iwant to enjoy what I want
todo, and I'think that I'm definitely going to enjoy this. There’s so
many drivers who have had such great careers and are going to have
long careers. I'm excited to see what thatis. And like a couple of
people have said, it’s great to see me land on my feet —-and I think
notonly on my feet, butkind of running. Jota are asmall team in
comparison [to the factories], butavery focused and direct team.
I'thinkit’s goingto be brilliant.” #
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Blomgqvist is
itching to get going
again following last

IndyCar outing at

Laguna Seca

ABBOTT

TOM BLOMQVIST STAR BRITS

BLOMQVIST'S
BIG GHANGE

He’s been an IMSA star in recent years, and
now this versatile racer heads to IndyCar

JOEY BARNES

moltorsport
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he path tothe IndyCar Series for Tom Blomqvistis notso
much aboutthe roadlesstravelled, but rather one paved
in perseverance. Bornin Britain, raised in New Zealand,
he’sbuiltup a diverse background that featuresa
promising junior formula career thatveered into DTM
and Formula E, among others, before becoming a

force inthe IMSA SportsCar Championship.

Following anintroductory three racesin North
America’s premier open-wheel championshiplast
year, henow finds himself backin single-seaters and
bracing for a full-time rookie campaign, driving the
Honda-powered #66 entry for Meyer Shank Racing.

“Thisisthe firsttime in awhile where I've got this
anxious energy about getting started because it’s sonew,” enthuses the
30-year-old. “Obviously, I've been doing something so familiar for the
pasteight, nine years, and jumping acrossto IndyCaris so different.
ButI'mreally excited to get going. It'sa completely new challenge.
Althoughitis, Iwould say, a carry-on, anatural progression from
my junior career I kind of sidestepped since 2015.”

Blomgqvist’syear has already started pretty well, with a close
second in the Daytona 24 Hoursin Action Express Racing’s Cadillac,
following wins atthe same event with MSR Acurasin 2022 and 2023.
Buthissingle-seater return isnowthe focus.

“THIS IS THE FIRST TIME IN A WHILE
WHERE I'VE GOT THIS ANXIOUS
ENERGY ABOUT GETTING STARTED™

“I'mreally excited tojust get rolling again, and it'll be nice to get
outinanIndyCar,’ addsthe son of 1984 World Rally champion Stig.
“Thaven'tdriven since basically the race in Laguna Seca [in September].
So, thank goodnessIdid get some of that mileage under my beltthe
back end of last season, which has mentally prepared me for some
ofthe challengesthat maylie ahead. I'm just keen to get out on track
atthe end of the month, which is going to be good, going to be fun. »»
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“There’s going to be alot going on behind the scenes - it definitely
opened my eyes atthe back end of last year getting those events under
my beltand seeing the areasthatI personally need to work on. Now
I've gotawhole season towork atit, soI'm keen to get things going.”

After Blomqvisttested an IndyCar for MSRin October 0f 2022, there
was already the notion thatit was a matter of whennotifhe would be
partofthe championship. Thatconceptaccelerated after Simon
Pagenaud’svicious practice crash at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course
lastJuly, in which the 2019 Indianapolis 500 winner somersaulted
several timesbefore settlingin a plume of dustin the gravel trap.

The Frenchman was forced out for the remainder of the season,
which prompted MSR to put Blomqvistin for selected rounds.

The debutonthe streets of Toronto, regarded as one of the
toughest circuits on the schedule due to its unforgiving and tight
11-turn, 1.786-milelayout, provided the best start to date in 20th.

The bestfinish was a 24th at Portland International Raceway. But
thebest performance was undoubtedlyin the season finale at
Laguna Seca, where Blomqvist managed to dart through the field
inanincident-filled race and break into the top 10, running as high
as sixth, before falling into the clutches of chaos after 61 of 951aps.

“Ithelps tremendously, more soin just preparing for the way the
eventruns,’ says Blomqvist of his 2023 experience. “Whether thatbe
the structure of the practice session, the qualifying session, or thelittle
intricacies that people from the outside maybe don’t understand that
aidsadriverin getting the most out of aweekend. Because when you're
sonew tothat, your brain is constantly under stress when you're doing
them forthe first time. You feel like you're at 100mph in every area. So,
when you've done that, you know and your body is prepared for it,
your mind is prepared forit. It's so much easier.”

Itwon’tbe anormal year by any stretch, either: Blomqvist will also
have to adapttotheincoming hybrid engine, which is expected to be on
the grid sometime after the 108th running of the Indy 500 on 26 May.

Earlier this off-season, MSR co-owner Mike Shank shared that
IndyCar’s move toahybrid erais one of the motivations for bringing
over Blomqvist, who adjusted accordingly in IMSA's adaptation of
hybrid power in 2023 with LMDh machinesin the GTP class. Although

Celebrating Petit Le Mans
win with Castroneves (left)
and Colin Braun last year
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Blomqvist leads
Rosenqvist in Euro
F3 atImolain 2014

Shank’s IMSA programme has since ceased operations following the
conclusion of last year despite finishing third in the championship
with three wins - including its controversial Daytona 24 Hours success
—thereisbeliefthat Blomqvist’s experience should add value
despitealack of time in IndyCar.

“In my opinion, there are many, many fast racing drivers outthere
and some of those guys require ten tenths of their brain power just to
putinthatfastlap,”says Shank. “The truly great drivers have another
gear or another step thatthey can manage more inputs. GTPisagreat
example of that. Tom can handle going fastand managing all the
controlsthatwe have, and that’s goingto be anew elementto
IndyCar. Tom hasthat brain capacity.

“Many drivers, when you ask them to start managing the chassis with
allthe controls we have, it gets all messed up. Tom has the capacityto
manage more systems and that'sanother reasonIchose him, because
Ithinkwe’llhave a bit more of that.”

And in many ways, keeping up with the toolsinside an IndyCaris
easier than GTP. Blomqvistbelieves his ability to do this stems from
thatdiverse background: “Even jumping in the GTP, it was easy for
me because Iwas used toa much more complex system in terms of
Formula E, and having experience there prepared me for whatto
expect, howto getthe most out of some of the systems.

“Tobe honest, the IndyCar system is even more straightforward in
away than that. I'm nottoo worried aboutit. I think we need to figure
outexactlyhowit’s goingto be used. The biggest thingis how you
chargeitupand howthat'simplemented in terms of not affecting the
driveability of the car, soin terms of braking; there’s the most efficient
ways of generating lap time from arace car where you have to charge
and discharge, and it’showyou asadriver can adapttothat. Notonly
adaptinterms of driving, but use itin an almost driver-friendly way,
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Three IndyCar races last
year will help Blomqvist :

- hitthe ground running

“THE TRULY GREAT DRIVERS HAVE
ANOTHER GEAR OR ANOTHER STEP THAT
THEY GAN MANAGE MORE INPUTS™

and work with your engineering team to make itas efficientas
possible todeploy and to not affectthe driving in anegative way.”
Although competingin IndyCar full-time will be a new experience
for Blomqvist, there will be a significantamount of familiarity.
With MSR’s IMSA programme closing its doors - for now, atleast -
the personnel from that moves over to the IndyCar side of the
operation, with Blomqvistretaining hisnumber one mechanic.
The addition of Felix Rosenqvist, who joins MSR after spells at
Chip Ganassi Racing (2019-20) and Arrow McLaren (2021-23), as
ateam-mate also provides familiarity. The two raced each other
forthe 2009 Formula Renaulttitle in Sweden, which Rosenqvist
claimed while Blomqvist finished third. They also battled for the
Formula 3 European Championshipin 2014, where Blomqvist
finished runner-up to Esteban Ocon and directly ahead of
currentreigning three-time Formula 1 champion Max Verstappen.
Rosenqvistended up eighth in the standings, before winningitin 2015.
“Asone of the smaller teams, I think we probably have many
advantages,” offers Rosenqvist. “We have obviously Honda, who are
deeplyinvolved in hybrid tech in F1. We have Meyer Shank Racing,
who competed very competitively in IMSA with ahybrid. We have Tom,
who’sbeenin Formula E, and is probably the strongest driverin recent
timesin IMSA with a hybrid. And then you have myself, who drovein

Blomqvist’s
adaptation to
hybrid power in IMSA
a key string to his
bow for IndyCar

TOM BLOMQVIST STAR BRITS

"4 '
As a man used to fighting
for wins, Blomqvist is setting
realistic aims for this season

/Amm - F

Formula E fortwo and a halfyears. I think we all have some experience,
and that makes a big difference. For some people working in IndyCar,
thisisall brand-new stuff, and for usit’s not. I thinkif you look at the
direct competition, we definitely have an advantage.”

Four-time Indy 500 winner Helio Castroneves will also be someone
tolearn from. The 48-year-old Brazilian hastaken a step back from
racing full-time and leaned into an ownership role within MSR, but
will still contest a one-offin “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing’ at
Indianapolis Motor Speedway for the May classic.

“I'mvery fortunate that Felixis, let’s say notaveteran in the series,
buthe’snow been here five years, so he’s gotalot of knowledge and
he’sbeenthrough some of the thingsthat I have,” says Blomqvist.

“We kind of grew up together racing against one another, and I think
hiswholelearning processwhen he cameinto the series, he camein
thismodern erasoIcanlearnalotfrom him, so I'm excited for that.

“Helioisaone of akind. I've known him for a while now. We’ve been
team-matesinthe car, in the sportscar stuff for the past couple of years,
so I know how he works, and I know how he operates. I thinkit's more
aboutseeing how he gets through that whole month of May and how
he structures his practice sessions, what he focuses onin asession to
where he’sdriving the direction of the car and all those little things.
I've gotagood bunch of guys theretolean oninthe various events
we goto.Ineed to maximise that.”

Inthe end, the main goals Blomqvistaimsto achieve aren’'t based
asmuch on results as maximising his performance on a case-by-case
basiswhile he develops: “The biggestthing is more a satisfaction level
with my own performance. 'm used to everything I've donein years
gone by; I'm disappointed if 'm not winning and on the podium, or
fighting for victories, and I'm under noillusion thatit’s not what
I'm going to be expecting when I firstroll out.

“ButifIcangettoaplace-whichIstronglybelieveIcan otherwise
Iwouldn’t be here - where I'm satisfied with my own performances
and getting the results for the team, that’s realistic. Maybe a top-15
in St Pete [the season openerin March]. Ithink that'sareasonable
target for me to go for. Butthe goalistobe herelongterm, and
that means being competitive, race in, race out.” #
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EXTREME E

BACK TO DEFEND HER CROWN

The fourth season of Extreme E kicks off later this month, so we caught up
with Mikaela Ahlin-Kottulinsky, who will defend her 2023 title
with Johan Kristoffersson and Nico Rosberg’s squad

\ - BIANCA LEPPERT

astest woman in the world? At least, that’s what
ex-Formula 1 world champion Nico Rosberg says
F about Mikaela Ahlin-Kottulinsky. The reigning
Extreme E champion has to smile when she’s
asked about the compliment from her Rosberg
X Racing team boss. “I was definitely very honoured when he
said this,” says the 31-year-old. “Being offered the opportunity to
be a driver in his team RXR in Extreme E was a big deal for me.”

When Ahlin-Kottulinsky joined the team in 2022, it had
already taken the inaugural crown. She had very little off-road
experience, but she and team-mate Johan Kristoffersson were
a potent force during season two, only narrowly missing out
on giving RXR another title. That experience only made her
stronger, and the following season she approached things
very differently, which ultimately led to her and Kristoffersson
securing the title last December.

“I've worked with a mental coach for many years,” she reveals.
“Staying in the moment helps me to stay calm. Personally, the
title means a lot to me. I've won races before and had strong
seasons where I finished second or third. But it was such a
calming feeling to know that I can win a championship.”

Ahlin-Kottulinsky, who lives in Karlstad, Sweden, doesn’t just
aim to be the fastest woman; her dream is to be the fastest driver
in general. She believes Extreme E’s requirement to have a male
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and female driver share each car has provided a crucial
opportunity. “What Extreme E did was so clever because it
brought female drivers to a top level of motorsport,” she states.
“Of course, you can play football in flip-flops, but if you don’t
have proper shoes you are not going to be the best. It is so
important to have the right circumstances and support. When
you compare the gaps to the male drivers between season one
and season three, the speed increased by 86%. That is because
you have the opportunity to work with the best.”

That wasn’t always the case in her career, even though she
comes from a motorsport family. When Ahlin-Kottulinsky clinched
her first championship under the expansive Chilean sky, she took a
moment to gaze upwards, reflecting on how her triumph marked
a full-circle moment. Her grandfather, Freddy Kottulinsky,
conquered the 1980 Dakar Rally in a VW Iltis and shared race
tracks with legends such as Keke Rosberg and Ronnie Peterson,
competing in series including Formula 2 and Formula Super Vee.
Rallying runs in her blood, with both her mother, Susanne, and
her father, Jerry, having also made their mark on the sport.

Unlike her rally driver brother Frederik, her path into the sport
was not necessarily predetermined: “My brother knew from the
get-go that he wanted to be rally driver, whereas I was not so
into motorsport. I was into gymnastics and dancing.”

Her first attempt at karting ended badly - the kart broke down
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One-time test
driver Ahlin-
Kottulinsky helped
develop the tyres
for Extreme E

l'IlllII.I.lllI—"-'ll'llH’llh |

T I )

McMASTER

o molorsport
IMAGES

she raced in Extreme E, RX2e, Porsche Carrera Cup and SSX

Her grandfather, Freddy Nordic. Not only was she following in the footsteps of her
Kottulinsky, won the ; grandfather, but her team-mate Kristoffersson was also a role
Darsesally In-1980 - e : model of sorts. “Johan didn’t do any karting and started late with

motorsport just when he was 17,” she explains. “But he has done

“I want to try all the different things.
The more you drive the more you
learn, and the better it is”

after an accident, her brother cried, and she cried too. Now she so many different things and he can switch. This is the reason
laughs about it. Her second attempt followed six years later at the why I want to try all the different things. The more you drive
age of 12, and two years later she celebrated her first podium the more you learn, and the better it is.”
finish. This was followed by stints in the DTM-supporting VW She also got involved as a test driver for Continental, helping
Scirocco R-Cup, where she became the first woman to win, that to develop the tyres for Extreme E and thereby creating a link to
series’ successor the Audi TT Cup, Germany’s ADAC GT Masters the then-new series. Shortly afterwards, she was selected as a
GT3 series, and in Scandinavian Touring Cars. driver for Jenson Button’s JBXE team.

Ahlin-Kottulinsky is happy to venture into new terrain. Like “I have to admit, when I did the first race in 2021, I just thought,
many other Scandinavian racing drivers, she loves variety and ‘What have I got myself into? This is not my thing,” she adds. “I
switches back and forth between circuit and off-road. In 2023, was kind of terrified the first laps. But then I enjoyed it.” »»
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Debut season with
molorsport

Button’s JBXE squad
“opened up a new world” :

“It is so important that girls can see
us in Extreme E. They need to know
this is something they can achieve”

Not only that, but she and team-mate Kevin Hansen ended the
season with the most podium finishes and fourth place in the
championship: “It opened up a new world to me and I felt I
want to continue this gravel and off-road part.”

Today, Rosberg X Racing team-mate Kristoffersson is almost
like family. “I straight away felt comfortable with him as a team-
mate because he was so much like my brother and I knew how
to handle him. The way they communicate, and they work a lot
with sarcasm. He has kids and so he also has a lot of patience
with me as I ask a lot of questions,” she laughs.

Team boss Rosberg is also a great support, even if he can’t
always be on site. “We were talking about how to change the
mindset, the way we think about things,” adds Ahlin-Kottulinsky.
“In the end he was one of the team-mates to beat Lewis Hamilton
in the same car and win the world championship. He is very much
into details. For example, he analyses our starts and driving styles.
Most of the time he watches the races on TV, but he joins us online

Q&A

NICO ROSBERG
ROSBERG X RACING BOSS
AND 2016 F1 CHAMPION

shootout for another team but
didn’t make it because she didn’t
have the experience. Now, she is
the fastest woman out there.
What was the key to winning

the title in Extreme E in 2023?
It has become a lot more difficult
to win the championship now

in comparison to two years ago.

A key was the driver pairing.
Mikaela has made so much
progress. She has a strong mental
approach, which we really like.
And she did some super sectors
this past season where she was
beating Sebastien Loeb. Three
years ago, before Mikaela was
confirmed as a driver for JBXE,
she was a test driver for the
championship’s founding partner,
Continental, and she did a

So you saw her potential and
are a fan of developing drivers?
Yes, she just needs more mileage.
Laia Sanz and Cristina Gutierrez
have deals for the whole season.
That is so special about Extreme E
to give this opportunity to
women. The women become

the superstars of the sport
together with men. I’'m also

sure that one day a woman will
compete in Formula 1. Itis just

a matter of time. It would just

be easier to find a special talent
when we’d have more girls

trying to get there.



in the debriefs and was on site in Sardinia.”
This season, she’s once again under contract

RD EVENT

MIKAELA AHLIN-KOTTULINSKY EXTREME E

2024 EXTREME E CALENDAR*

DATE

with RXR. The goal is to defend her title, of
course. And to be an inspiration to other young
women: “It is so important that young girls can
see us in Extreme E. They need to know this is
something they can achieve. But it’s also about
representation in media and having initiatives
like FIA Women in Motorsport. I was lucky
enough to have a mum who was a rally

driver. But not everyone has this.”

Ahlin-Kottulinsky also considers programmes such as W Series
or the F1 Academy to be extremely important for gaining initial
experience and contacts in motorsport. After that, however, it’s
crucial that young female drivers continue to have a programme
and not just an introduction. For her, the fact that no woman
has made a career in Formula 1 yet is just a matter of statistics.

1

2

3

4

5

Jeddah (SAU)  17-18February

Europe TBC 13-14 July
Sardinia (ITA) 14-15September
Sardinia (ITA) 21-22September

Phoenix (USA) 23-24 November

*alldouble-headers

How could you support
Mikaela and female

drivers in general?

As an advocate for equality in
motorsports and as a father of
a girl, | firmly believe in fostering
a supportive environment for
female drivers. One of the ways
| can support this is by doing
interviews like this to make
people understand at what level
the women in Extreme E are
competing and how awesome
that is. But honestly, the best
support for Mikaela has been
Johan [Kristoffersson]. It is so
essential for the two drivers to
work together, make progress
in terms of driving lines and
approaching the corners,
set-up and everything.

What can you contribute

now in the Extreme E team
from your time in F1?

One of my greatest strengths as

a Formula 1 driver was observing
and using data for my advantage
and making progress. So, | have
alook even on TV when | see

the line that Mikaela is driving
and give her feedback.

There is also a bit of criticism
around Extreme E. What do
you think about it?

The racing is exciting to watch,
and Extreme E’s purpose is to
raise awareness about climate
change and sustainability
everywhere we race. The drivers
also take their own time to get
involved in projects. In sport

we have such a big following that
it should be a responsibility for
us to use sport for common good

instead of just entertainment.
And Extreme E is being a role
model in that.

What do you plan to do with

your team in Extreme E in
the future, especially in

the hydrogen era from 2025?

I’m a big advocate for
electrification. But I’'m also
open-minded for other
technological avenues. And
hydrogen certainly can be
very interesting for the longer-
term future. Our current focus
remains on Extreme E, but
Extreme H is definitely an
exciting venture to consider.

-
Ahlin-Kottulinsky and
- i
W T I il Kristoffersson celebrate
3

- s bbbt
N with Rosberg X Racing crew
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“If you give 150 boys the chance to come
into Formula 1, we have to also give 150
females the chance,” she claims.

How can this work? By more people
asking themselves what contribution they
can make: “The responsibility should not
be only on the females in motorsports.
Everyone needs to ask themselves that
question about being inclusive. Nico,
for example, is pushing for females in
motorsports. As a team boss you can

be more inclusive and also as a sponsor.”

F1is no longer an issue for Ahlin-Kottulinsky. Instead, she
dreams of taking part in the Dakar Rally: “This is a dream
to get that experience but I need more understanding to do
something like Dakar. You have to read the dunes, find that
limit, and you have to know how much to push.” #
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Mazepin and co
put in winning
shifts for 99

ASIAN LE MANS SERIES
DUBAI (ARE)

4 FEBRUARY

ROUND 2/3

The 99 Racing team extended its
advantage in the Asian Le Mans Series
LMP2 standings in Dubai, where Louis
Deletraz, Nikita Mazepin and Ahmad
Al Harthy took a second victory of the
campaign for their ORECA over the
similar Proton Competition car.

Following an early safety car, triggered

when Alexandre Coigny’s first-corner
spin resulted in bedlam in the pack,
Al Harthy occupied second in the early
stages behind the TF Sport ORECA of
Salih Yoluc, until the Omani was turned
around by Proton driver Giorgio Roda.
But by the end of his opening double
stint, an inspired Al Harthy had moved
to the lead with textbook moves around
the outside of Turn 1 on John Falb
(Duqueine ORECA) and Yoluc, whose
car was later handed a drive-through
penalty for track-limits abuse.

Mazepin controlled the pace in
the middle stint under pressure from
Laurents Horr (DKR) and Colin Braun,

the APR driver fighting back from a
drive-through incurred for track-limits
violations by starting driver George Kurtz.
Roda had been similarly punished for his Al
Harthy blunder, but the Proton car worked
its way back from eighth at the end of the
opening hour to fourth in the hands of Rene
Binder, before Julien Andlauer took over.
Following a safety car to recover
D’Station’s Aston and the Duqueine ORECA
after separate incidents, Andlauer’s tussle
with Malthe Jakobsen (in for Braun) and
Tom Dillmann (in for Horr) was one of the
highlights of the race. Jakobsen got the
better of it, but was jumped in the final
pitstops by Andlauer, who was left with

Barnard win can’t stop Taponen

FORMULA REGIONAL MIDDLE EAST
DUBAI (ARE)

3-4 FEBRUARY

ROUND 3/5

Taylor Barnard took a great victory under
pressure at Dubai Autodrome from Tuukka
Taponen, but it’s the Finnish Ferrari
protege who extended his series lead
across the three races held last weekend.

Barnard took pole for the first race, and
the PHM Racing driver had to defend

R

—

Some last words of |
I advice for Barnard | )

mightily from the R-ace GP car of Taponen.
Time and again Barnard would seem to
settle at the front, yet Taponen would come
back at him - including during a mid-race
sprinkle of light rain - and the Brit had to
keep on his toes throughout. Rafael Camara
took third with a boisterous move on Mari
Boya, but the Brazilian earned a penalty for
the pass that dropped him back to fourth.

Camara, another Ferrari-backed talent,
emerged atop a scintillating battle with
Taponen and Barnard during the early
laps of the finale to take victory with the
Prema-run Mumbai Falcons team. Barnard
dropped away from second-placed Taponen
and conceded third position to PHM
team-mate Brando Badoer.

That was Badoer’s second podium of the
weekend. In the reversed-grid second race
he tailed Nikhil Bohra and Tasanapol
Inthraphuvasak. Taponen fought past
Barnard to take seventh place.

¢ motorsport.tv
Relive this race at[Motorsport.tv]

WORLD OF SPORT RACE CENTRE

Automatic Le Mans
24 Hours invite now
99 Racing’s to lose

ASIAN LE MANS SERIES

too much ground to make up as Deletraz
stroked it home out front to win by 3.5s.
Cool Racing duo James Winslow and
Alexander Bukhantsov led all but 13 laps
to claim LMP3 class spoils by 8.6s from
the similar CD Sport Ligier, while Klaus
Bachler’s Pure Rxcing Porsche 911 GT3-R
just fended off the GetSpeed-run Almanar
Mercedes-AMG GT3 of Fabian Schiller
to claim the GT class, after Joel Sturm’s
pass in the Porsche on the Merc in the
hands of Al Faisal Al Zubair with a little
over 90 minutes to go proved decisive.

3 motorsport.tv
Relive this race at{Motorsport.tvi

- CERIEY

ASIAN LE MANS SERIES
DUBAI (ARE)
LMP2 Louis Deletraz/Nikita Mazepin/
Ahmad Al Harthy
99 Racing (ORECA 07)
James Winslow/Alexander Bukhantsov
Cool Racing (Ligier JSP320)
GT Klaus Bachler/Joel Sturm/
Alex Malykhin
Pure Rxcing (Porsche 911 GT3-R)

LMP3

FORMULA REGIONAL MIDDLE EAST
DUBAI (ARE)

Racel TaylorBarnard

PHM Racing

Nikhil Bohra

MP Motorsport

Rafael Camara

Mumbai Falcons Racing

Race 2

Race 3

FORMULA REGIONAL OCEANIA
HAMPTON DOWNS (NZL)

Racel Roman Bilinski - M2 Competition
Race2 Nicola Lacorte - M2 Competition
Race 3 Kaleb Ngatoa - Giles Motorsport

POWERED BY

For full results visitfmotorsportstats.com|
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money on your insurance
reis.co.uk | 0115 965 1040

RACE PREPARATION

YBRACING

WWW.YBRACING.COM

Gearboxman.com
COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes & Axles for Road, Race, Rally and more

Telephone: 01582 840008 Fax: 01582 840007

—

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

@DRY SUMP
SYSTEMS

ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC.
WWW.DRYSUMP.COM (916) 652-5282

RACE PARTS

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

I :::_Co ort&port Part E]@EE

Performance and Tuning Parts

Leading performance brands online

RACE PARTS

Passionate About Motorsport

ac) ECanaraliu
www.jjcraceandrally.com

SAUTOSPORT TO ADVERTISE IN AUTOSPORT

CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CONTACT
OUR ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER

RV SALES AND SERVICE

RACE PARTS

Starting solutions for the
. professional motorsport industry

bi www.arkracing.com

' _,-'I Designed and developed for WEC, WRC, WRX, GP2, F1, F2, F3,
; ' Indycar, NASCAR, Rally 1 & 2, Race and Historic Motorsport

T.+44(0)845 557 7408

E-mail via our websites contact form.

Laura Crawte
T: (0)1233 228754
E: laura@tandemmedia.co.uk
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MOTORSPORT JOBS

MOTORSPORT JOBS CLASSIFIEDS

motorsport
JOBS

FAN EXPERIENCE MANAGER

Alpine F1 Team

Alpine F1 Team have a new opportunity as a Fan Experience
Manager.

The Role:

As Fan Experience Manager, you will manage and optimise the
operational aspects of all fan experience activations, ensuring
seamless and positive interactions with ALPINE fans. Collaborate
with cross-functional teams to streamline fan touchpoints and
resolve operational challenges, contributing to a world-class fan
experience.

Key responsibilities include:

» Oversee the day-to-day operations related to fan engagement,
collaborating with various teams to ensure consistent and
high-quality interactions.

 Develop and implement standard operating procedures to
optimise fan experience operations, including ticketing,
merchandise fulfilment, and on-site logistics.

» Work closely with technology teams to integrate innovative
solutions that enhance operational efficiency and elevate the
overall fan experience.

+ Collaborate with the marketing and communications teams to
ensure seamless alignment between operational processes and
overall brand messaging.

« Monitor and analyse fan feedback and operational metrics,
identifying trends and opportunities for improvement.

» Liaise with external vendors and partners to ensure the smooth
execution of operational plans for fan events, promotions, and
contests.

To apply now visitt www.motorsportjobs.com)|

motorsport bf1systems
JOBS
TECHNICAL SALES ENGINEER
Bfl systems

We currently have a vacancy for a permanent, full time, Technical
Sales Engineer to join the Sales team, based at our site in Diss.

The purpose of this role is to support the Business Development
Director in working with existing and prospective customers to the
business, on new and future opportunities, from the initial stage
of understanding the customer requirements and relaying these
to the relevant teams within bfl to ensure successful delivery for
the customer.

This role involves supporting customers with technical and sales
enquiries, and the implementation of company products. There is
also a need to assist with marketing, advertising, and promotion
planning, along with ensuring the accuracy of documentation and
where required updating customer facing documentation.

Successful candidates will have a technical background with 1-2
years’ experience in a technical sales role, along with some
customer support experience. They must also be degree educated
or equivalent, preferably in Electronics Engineering.

This role will require good Microsoft office skills, excellent
attention to detail, be self-driven, and the ability to communicate
effectively at all levels.

To apply now visitlwww.motorsportjobs.com|

BLAKENEY
L

ENGINE BUILDER

Blakeney Motorsport

Full time, permanent positions for various levels of experience,
available immediately for the role of Engine Builder. Located in
Hertfordshire, Blakeney Motorsport is a race preparation and
restoration company looking after a wide range of prestigious
classic and historic racing and sports cars dating from the 1920°s
through to 1975.

Responsibilities include:

manufacture, all assembly work, dynamometer testing,
development and optional race support. It is essential that any
candidate has sound knowledge of petrol engine principles and
experience with engine assembly.

Basic machining skills, engine maths understanding, materials
knowledge, and the previous use of engineering measurement
tools are likely required. CAD skills (Solid Works) or dynamometer/
rolling road testing experience are also advantageous, but not
essential.

Some informal tuition can be provided within the role but any
applicant must have an enthusiasm for engineering and be quick
to learn.

Salary £35,000 - £50,000 dependent on experience.

Please apply with CV

For more information on what we do see our “Inside Blakeney
Motorsport — The Engine Shop” video on YouTube.

Visit our website:[blakeneymotorsport.com|or [[nstagram.com/|
akeneymotorsport

To apply now visitwww.motorsportjobs.com|

Engine strip down, cleaning and inspection through to part design,

mororsporr O
JOBS
#1 MECHANIC - FORMULA E
Fortescue WAE

An opportunity has arisen for a #1 Mechanic to join the Formula E
department in a rapidly expanding and exciting work environment.
To build and support the running of cars, equipment and rigs whilst
overseeing allocated personnel as applicable. To be a point of
contact for the Chief Mechanic and Engineer in the workshop. To
proactively assist the Chief Mechanic to ensure the workload is
completed to the correct standard day to day. To act as a role
model for other team members. To actively contribute to the daily
running of the Formula E team in pursuit of its goals.

Job role:

» Attend race, test or PR events as required whilst being based at
the factory daily when not on event.

» Assemble and disassemble cars, car components and rigs,
ensuring they are built to the agreed standards and that any
discrepancies have been escalated.

+ As a senior mechanic, oversee and instruct anyone working on
assigned cars or projects as required.

» Ensure that cars, components and assemblies are built to
approved WAE engineering specifications referencing drawings,
technical bulletins and build specs as distributed, whilst
completing build checklists and build sheets as applicable.

» Ensure all faults are escalated to the Chief Mechanic / Design as
relevant.

« To build up and pack down garage / track setup environments
as required.

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com|

JOBS

. o
mo‘.o rs Ofl' Want to advertise a motorsport job?

If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital

please contact|ames.robinson@motorsport.com|or call +44 (0)7717 883 990
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MOTORSPORT JOBS CLASSIFIEDS

molorsport @ T
JOBS
FULL-TIME & PART-TIME HGV1 WITH
TYRE FITTING OR SUB CON
HP Tyres

Due to new and exciting developments in 2024, we now have an

opportunity for a full-time, part-time or subcontractor HGV1 driver

with tyre fitting experience to join our team in Daventry. The

suitable candidate will be responsible for ensuring our service

trucks arrive at events on time in good order and fitting tyres

under time pressures dictated at the site locations, often working

independently.

Responsibilities:

» Deliver tyres and equipment to race tracks around the UK and
internationally

 Loading tyres and equipment ready for race events

» Build-up and break-down of equipment and structures

« Tyre fitting of race tyres at race events and in the workshop

» Stock management

« Communicating with customers

The ideal candidate will have:

* HGV1 licence and full driver CPC

» Experience in tyre fitting

+ Able to travel in the UK and abroad
 Able to work weekends

Desirables:

» A proven track record of HGV1 driving at a high standard
» Experience in tyre fitting and balancing

+ A passion for motorsport

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com|

‘ F
motorsport ’f@
JOBS P :-' i
SENIOR TECHNICIANS
M-Sport UK

Operating a renowned global motorsport business with state-of-

the-art facilities at home and winning performances around the

globe, M-Sport UK provide the engineering expertise behind an

award-winning range of competition cars and has become an

industry leader with success across some of the industry’s most

acclaimed motorsport series.

The Role

With the 2024 season underway, we're looking to a number of

Senior Technicians with expertise’'s and backgrounds in either

Rally, Rally Raid or Racing, to strengthen our busy Workshop and

Event Teams. Responsible for the preparation of high-performance

competition vehicles, our Technicians deliver a consistently high

level of performance whilst supporting a variety of motorsport

programmes. These include; WRC, Rally Raid, Test Teams and

Customer Team.

The role responsibilities include:

» Build, setup and commissioning of competition cars.

» Ensuring a consistently high level of quality build.

* Assisting with fault diagnosis.

» Working closely with Engineers and #1 & #2 Technicians with
development work.

» Encouraging and supporting Junior Technicians.

WHAT WE OFFER

Idyllically situated on the edge of the English Lake District
National Park, M-Sport UK is unique in offering the fast-paced,
high-octane, adrenaline-fuelled action expected from a career in
International Motorsport mere minutes from the tranquillity of the
Lakeland fells and all they have to offer in terms of recreation and
wellbeing.

To apply now visitjwww.motorsportjobs.com|

motorsport
JOBS

TEAM LEADER, MACHINING

McLaren F1 Team

At McLaren Racing, we believe only by chasing performance in
everything we do can we give ourselves the best chance of
success. Performance on track and in the factory. Performance for
our people, our business and our partners. It's about more than
winning. It's about hitting the highest standards, and then raising
the bar again.

Purpose of the Role:

Leading the Machine Shop shift and working as part of the
department you will be responsible for the safety, development,
and output of our skilled team of machinists. With the guidance
from the Machine Shop Manager, you will drive our throughput to
meet our targets, whilst maintaining safe working practices and
department quality.

Principal Accountabilities:

» Safeguard and support our team members in the workshop by
promoting the correct use of policies, procedures, and PPE,
whilst maintaining a clean and tidy workplace. The wellbeing of
our team is a priority.

» Promote the one-team approach by encouraging team members
to identify and implement continuous improvement processes to
minimise waste, reduce costs and deliver meaningful
sustainability in everything that we do.

» Work with the Machine Shop Manager and Head of Machining to
identify skills gaps and suggest personal development plans, to
provide learning opportunities for the good of both our people
and the whole team.

» Conduct engaging yet concise daily briefs at the SQD+C board to
impart important information to the shift.

ﬁ

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com|

WILLIAMS

AERO PERFORMANCE ENGINEER

Williams Racing

Williams' core competencies are the design and development of
racing cars to compete in the Formula One World Championship.
As one of the world's leading Formula One teams, the company
has secured 16 FIA Formula One World Championship titles since
its foundation in 1977 and is now moving into an exciting era
under new ownership defined by relentless innovation and living
sustainable performance in every dimension.

The Postion:

We are looking for an analytical and innovative Aero Performance
Engineer to help build our methodology and processes in this area
within the Aero department. The role will involve defining and
analysing tests from Track, Wind Tunnel, CFD as well as our driver
in the loop simulation to drive forward the correlation and
performance methodologies in the Aero department. Teamwork
will be essential in this role and the successful candidate should
be ready to challenge the status quo.

The role:

+ Analysis of the correlation between Wind Tunnel and track and
making recommendations to improve the Wind Tunnel to reduce
any differences.

* Involved in defining and analysing driver in the loop simulations
to understand how aero performance sensitivities affect lap
time and how this should affect our part selection in the Wind
Tunnel.

* Involved in defining and analysing driver in the loop experiments
to align aero performance and setup directions.

+ Analysis of the correlation deficiencies between CFD and track
and then working with the CFD group to improve our simulation.

To apply now visitfwww.motorsportjobs.com|

. o
mo‘.o rs Ofl' Want to advertise a motorsport job?

If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital

JOBS

please contact|ames.robinson@motorsport.com|or call +44 (0)7717 883 990

8 FEBRUARY 2024 [AUTOSPORT.COM] 55

MOTORSPORT JOBS


http://AUTOSPORT.COM
mailto:james.robinson@motorsport.com
http://www.motorsportjobs.com
http://www.motorsportjobs.com
http://www.motorsportjobs.com
http://www.motorsportjobs.com

FAUTOSPORT

The race 1s on!

Don’t miss any of the
action this season

Hamilton’s Ferrari gamble rocks F1

BRITAIN'S BEAT MOTORSPONT WEENLY 0 FENANANTY TR0e

| e Mans centenary report spe MUTUSPF _T £ Aston Martin plans Le Mans return
;MUTDSP[ F1'S BIGGEST SHOCK

i Ill.l‘rtlf wRAELY

gty Wil

FERRARI WINS 4
LE MANS!

Why the seven-time
-+ world champion is
leaving Mercedes
and how the surprise
move happened

‘I now have the chance
to fulfil another

= for 24 hours' -v."

ul'\ﬂ".ﬂ

PLUS J? '."
; The hits and misses - E t

of champs at Ferrari

Button and the British

team taking on WEC

t
Mpm" huncm;:-;:gnder - =l \Villiams, Sauber and Haas
i 2024 L8 = e o kick off F1 launch season

Try 6 issues for just £6

Get this exclusive offer here

www.autosportmedia.com/ofter/ASPFEB24

Terms and conditions: Offer valid for new UK subscriptions by Direct Debit only. After your first 6 weeks, your subscription will continue at £16.99 a month for the print
and digital bundle. Direct Debit rates are valid for one year after which they are subject to change. Should you wish to cancel your subscription it will be cancelled on
expiry of the current term. You will be emailed instructions of how to gain access to your digital subscription. Savings based on the standard UK subscription price.
Offer ends 29th February 2024



http://www.autosportmedia.com/offer/ASPFEB24

Zamparelli takes his own team into Carrera Cup

AUTOSPORT

CLUB RACING *HISTORICS e FEATURES NA I I 0 NAL

‘Reflecting on 40 years
of North West success _

-
u.

e I B

Memorles from the long- servmg CNC &

Heads Sports/Saloons coordinator

Collards unite for Lambo Cronin stars on Irish Caterham Graduates plans
British GT title bid Tarmac Rally opener Friends and Family race




M
= B a‘kbﬂ’ WICRPON  [NARIICTN Sl alcons fForet

Regardless of whether you are fighting for
championship glory, or just racing for fun,
racing is a serious business. You want to
maximise your performance as a driver,
but are you unlocking the full potential
of your race car?

Sunoco Race Fuels and Driven Racing Qil are
about getting maximum power from your
engine, due to reduced wear, minimising

failures and saving money on engine rebuilds.

However, we are not only race fuel and oil
specialists, we also have SONAX car care
products as part of our expanding list of brands,
usaen joining Zestino drift tyres, ISC Racers Tape, Full
' Throttle Batteries, BMC Air Filters, VR12 Racing
Coolant, and the famous R Racing Brake Fluids.

Serious racers use serious products!
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NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT

BRITISH GT RETURN
FOR BUNGOMBE

Barwell will stick
with Lamborghini
Huracan GT3 Evo2

Collards join forces for tilt
at GT title with Barwell

BRITISH GT

Father-and-son duo Rob and Ricky Collard
will team up together for an assault on the
British GT Championship this season at
the wheel of a Barwell Motorsport-run
Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo2.

Collard St, a multiple British Touring Car
race winner, returns to British GT for the
firsttime since taking the outright GT3 title
alongside Sandy Mitchell in 2020. The
55-year-old most recently claimed second
inthe GT World Challenge Europe Pro-Am
standings alongside Dennis Lind last year.

Collard Jr, meanwhile, will make his
full-time debutin British GT after a one-off
outingin 2018. He has already enjoyed GT
success alongside his father after the pair
were part of Barwell’s Pro-Am-winning
crewin the 2020 Spa 24 Hours.

“I'm not getting any younger, and it’s an
experience,’ said the 27-year-old, who will
form a Pro-Am pairing with his father. “Me
and dad won the Spa 24 Hours [Pro-Am
class] and the opportunity might never
come around again to do British GT with
him. The memories we could make doing
thattogether outweigh the gloryand fame
and fun, if you like, of British Touring Cars.

“It’'s something we can cherish. One day
I'll have kids and I can saytothem, Traced
with your grandad. And if we could win
the bloody championship, it would be
awesome. I'm doing quite a lot of sim stuff
totrytoreadaptto rear-wheel-drive GT3
cars, and I'm excited to do the first test.”
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Collard Jr will make the

switch from -BTCC to GTs

o,

o

Collard Jr moves acrossto GT racing
full-time after spending the pasttwo
seasons in the BTCC with Toyota and
apartial campaign with BMWin 2018,
during which time he took two podiums.

Butever-increasing budgetsin the
touring car championship mean Collard Jr
hasdecided to focus his efforts elsewhere
forthe foreseeable future.

“It'sashame,” he said. “When Ijoined
backin2018,Ijumped straightinthe car,
notesting, no experience, just went out
and had podiums and consistent top-10
finishes. Ienjoyed it, whereasthe last
couple of years with Toyota have been
quite difficult for whatever reason.

“Budgets areincreasing all the time
intouring cars, and it’s just financially
impossible. I'd love to have stayed in
the championship, butit’s crazy.”
STEFAN MACKLEY & MARCUS SIMMONS
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WITH RJN MCLAREN

BRITISH GT

Al Buncombe will return to the
British GT Championship this
year for the firsttimeinadecade
alongside Simon Watts atthe
wheel of an RJN McLaren 720S.

Buncombe spent 12 years
with RJN -firstin the GT4 ranks
from 2007-11, before moving up
asafactory NISMO GT3driver
until 2018 - and his spell
included winning the GT4
European Cup and Blancpain
Endurance Series. He also
partnered Gran Turismo GT
Academywinner Jann
Mardenborough in 2012, with
the pair finishing sixth overall
in British GT before Buncombe
had several outings alongside
Olympian Chris Hoy.

Afterjoining Bentley’s
factoryroster, Buncombe spent
lastseason running the JBXE
Extreme E squad. His brother
Chrisand RJN founder Bob
Nevillelastyear sold the GT
operation to Watts, but remain
very much involved.

“Bob and the whole RJN team
arelike familytome andit’s
fantastic to be back with them
for my return to British GT,”
said Buncombe. “I'm really
looking forward tolining up and
working alongside Simon and
getting behind the wheel of the
McLaren. It'sbeen 10 years since
Iwaslast partof the British GT
grid soI'mlooking forward to
racingthe classic circuits that
the championship visits.”

Also competinginaMcLaren
inthe GT3 classthisseason will
be Simon Orange (below), who
remainsinthe categorywith
Orange Racing powered by JMH.
Orange will form a Silver-Am
partnership with Tom Roche,
who he first worked with in
Mazda MX-5s several years ago.

British GT for 2024
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Zamparelli’s
team enters
Carrera Cup

PORSCHE CARRERA CUP GB

Dino Zamparelli’s Race Drive team will
progress into the Porsche Carrera Cup GB
- a series in which he finished runner-up
three times - this season with a planned
three-car entry.

Zamparelli initially founded the
organisation as a trackday operator but
moved into Porsche Club GB competition
last year. Now he is stepping up to the
Carrera Cup and has signed 2020 Walter
Hayes Trophy winner Oliver White as
his first driver.

“We had a pretty successful time last
season but my heart was always in the
Carrera Cup so we decided to move up
straight away,” explained Zamparelli.

“I worked with Ollie when I was with
Redline [as a driver coach] and he had

a bit-part season last year and just hasn’t
quite been able to fully put all the pieces
of the puzzle together. We met up at the
end of last year and will come together
and see what we can do.”

Although Race Drive is a new name to
the Carrera Cup, it will feature several
experienced Porsche engineers and
Zamparelli intends to immediately
challenge the more established squads.
“I've worked with multiple race teams in

NAPA drivers plan Race
Across Britain charity bid =

MINI CHALLENGE

NAPA Racing Mini Challenge
drivers Jamie Osborne and
Cam Richardson will team
up to tackle a charity ‘Race
Across Britain’ event later
this month.

The competition is

not told any of the locations
involved beforehand.

The event is being run
by the Ben charity to raise
awareness and support
for its organisation that
assists people working in
the automotive industry,
and their families, during

New Race Drive signing White was
a Pro-Am class winner in 2023
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the Carrera Cup and so I'm quite keen to
put all the best bits of those teams into one
team,” said Zamparelli, who most recently
raced in the series in 2018. “I know the
series really well and all the people
involved. The level of Carrera Cup is really
high and, for a team, it’s a good place to
build your name and reputation. We're
looking forward to the challenge.”
Zamparelli added that he is in talks with
other drivers to join White in this season’s
line-up. The Formula Ford 1600 star first
moved to Porsche competition in 2022 but
had a tough campaign in the competitive
Pro class. He contested a handful of races

do as a family and

Osborne (1) and Rlichardson
face Ben charity adventure

—

PORSCHE

with Redline last year in Pro-Am and
twice topped the division.

“The plan is to race in the Pro-Am class
and challenge for the title, which won'’t be
easy as there are lots of good drivers as
always, but I'll give it my best shot,” said
White, who is a farmer in his day job and
his restricted 2023 campaign was due to his
brother breaking his leg and being out of
action on the farm. “I got on well with Dino
in my first season in the series. He’s very
capable, he’s been around the Carrera Cup
for a long time, and he’s got a really good
group of people behind him.”

STEPHEN LICKORISH

JEP

motorsport and be able

inspired by the Race Across
the World TV series and

will feature teams of two
having to navigate their way
through the UK between
certain checkpoints from
26-28 February. Participants
have a strict budget to spend
on food, accommodation
and transport, while they are

60 [AUTOSPORT.COM| 8 FEBRUARY 2024

hard times. NAPA Racing
boss Pete Osborne has
a history of supporting
good causes and his son
Jamie and Richardson
have been recruited for
this latest challenge.

“I love to support a charity
- it’s in the Osborne blood
really - so anything we can

individuals to help goes a
long way for some people,”
said Osborne Jr, who
admitted the navigational
element of the event
could be a challenge.
Richardson added: “The
ability to take a step back
from a very high pressured,
high intensity world that is

to have a laugh while
doing something that’s
fundamentally good, that
spreads joy and goodness
back into what we do, is a
nice breath of fresh air.”

NAPA Racing also plans
further fundraising events
for Ben during this year.
STEPHEN LICKORISH
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De Rooy was synonymous

OBITUARY

Nobody did more to boost the DAF
marque’s public perception through
motorsport than Dutch ace Johannes

Jan de Rooy 1943-2024

Dutch rallycross championships from
1970-1973. A fifth was added with a
Ford Escort RS1800 in 1979.

De Rooy and older brother Harry - who
died in December - became household
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‘Tan’ de Rooy, who died last week, aged 80.

The success of production 55s with
continuously variable transmissions on
the 1968 London to Sydney Marathon was
immortalised in the model range’s name,
but de Rooy’s spectacular rallycross, then
rally raid, exploits earned legions of brand
fans. De Rooy’s connection went beyond
motorsport as his family business grew
its DAF fleet to 400 trucks in the 1960s.

A teenage motocrosser, de Rooy
switched to cars in 1969, racing a Mini
Cooper S on the loose. Not only was he
quick, but he demonstrated great aptitude
for making complex machinery work.
Driving DAF coupes powered by Renault
Gordini engines, then Ford BDAs, he won

names through live televised events at
the fabled Lydden Hill, with BBC’s iconic
voice of motocross to Formula 1 Murray
Walker commentating excitedly on the
DAF duo’s tail-happy progress.

Having rallycrossed into the 1980s with
an Audi Quattro, Jan looked to his roots,
finishing third in the Paris-Dakar Rally’s
truck division on his debut in 1982.
Collaborating with DAF engineers on
subsequent raids to Senegal, he was
rewarded with category victory in 1987.

After a break, de Rooy returned with
son Gerard. In 2009, Jan’s swansong
was winning the inaugural Africa
Eco Rally in an Iveco.

MARCUS PYE

F4 WINNER IRFAN T0 GB3

British Formula 4 race winner Josh
Irfan is the latest driver announced
as stepping up to GB3 for this season.
He finished 12th in the F4 standings
last year with Rodin Carlin, and also
contested a handful of GB4 races, but
will now drive for JHR Developments
in GB3. Meanwhile, Gerrard Xie is
moving from Hillspeed to Hitech

for his sophomore campaign after
ending up 20th in last year’s table.

BURGOYNE'S KMR MOVE

GB4 driver Harry Burgoyne will
move from Graham Brunton Racing
to KMR Sport for this year, after
finishing sixth in the 2023 points.
Meanwhile, Fox Motorsport has
been busy testing prospective

GB4 drivers, including Caterham
Academy racer Megan Bruce and
karter Branden Templeton.

AMERICAN TO UNITED FFORD

American teenager Jason Pribyl

is heading to the UK to race a Ray

in United Formula Ford 1600 this
season with the PWR1 squad. He has
previous single-seater and sportscar
experience and was a finalist for last
year’s Team USA Scholarship. “Jason
comes highly recommended, and we
can’t wait to get started,” said team
boss Phil Wills.

LELOS GETS SPEGIAL AWARD

Mini Challenge champion Dan Zelos
was among the special award
recipients at the British Automobile
Racing Club’s annual ceremony last
weekend. He received the President’s
Cup after sealing a second category
title. Other winners included Steve
Bemrose being chosen as Marshal of
the Year, Junior Saloons coordinator
Dave Beecroft was handed the

Gerry Marshall Trophy, and British
Formula 4 champion Louis Sharp was
awarded the Peter Collins Trophy.

Fiesta champion Webster wins first Mini Scholarship

MINI CHALLENGE

Fiesta ST240 champion Albert
Webster has been chosen as the
inaugural winner of the Mini
Challenge Scholarship after a
three-stage selection process.
Over 100 applicants took part
in the initial stage, a karting
event in London towards
the end of last year. The best
contenders then progressed
to a series of assessments at
Croft earlier this month, with

the top 20 making it through
to the final on the second day.
Initially, drivers got to grips
with the Cooper machines used
in the Mini Challenge Trophy
before the finalists were able to
sample the new JCW Sport car.
Webster (right) was selected
as the winner and now receives
a prize package worth over
£50,000 to compete in the
new JCW Sport class with
entry, car hire, fuel, brakes
and tyres all being paid for.

“I didn’t believe it when my
name was called as there were
loads of good drivers here,
and I expected someone else
to win,” he said. “It sounds
awesome to be named as
the Scholarship winner and
I can’t wait to get going.”

Former Ginetta Junior
and GB4 frontrunner Harri
Reynolds was also chosen from
the finalists to receive £7000
from Alliance Racing before the
last stage of the process began.
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‘Friends and
Family race’
at Snetterton

CATERHAM GRADUATES

The Caterham Graduates Racing Club
will run aspecial race for new drivers
at Snetterton this year.

The 20-minute contest over the
17-18 August weekend, which is being
promoted as a ‘Friends and Family race’,
isonly opentothose who have never
competed or held aracelicence.

They can use any car thatis normally
eligible for Caterham Graduatesraces,
which spans models up toand including the
Caterham Seven 310R. The idea originally
came from one of the club’s members, and is
designed as away for people to experience
racinginaless daunting environmentand
without having to pay for equipment.

“James McCall, who runs our driving
standards team, approached uswith the
idea of getting people who come with us
torace meetingsto supportusachanceto
experienceitforthemselves,” said CGRC
chairman Matthew Willoughby. “It’s open to
anybody who might wantto dip their toein
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the water. It’s a one-off, with minimal
barriersto entry, for people to give ita go and
seeiftheylikeit-it'saboutthe experience,
having fun and saying you've done it. If some
ofthedriversthen decide thatthey wantto
domore racing with us, that’s great.”

While those taking partwill stillneed to
have passed an ARDStest, the clubwill be
able to guide participants through that
process and then help them borrow acar
or other equipment. “If you know someone
who'’s already racing a suitable Caterham
and has got the kit, then that’sabighurdle

New initiative aims
to get fresh blood
behind the wheel

out of the way, although various teams
who supportdriversin our championship
have cars available to hire,” added
Willoughby. “We don’t want people thinking
they have to spend big money on equipment
foronerace. It'sabout being inclusive and
tryingtoincrease the number of people
participating. It'snot greattimes
economically and anything we can
dotohelp more peoplein, the better.”
Anybody wanting further details should

gotothe CGRC website
STEPHEN LICKORISH

Riponian Stages to get BHRC season under way

Elliott will fight for g w
win in Fiat 131 n_ctp"' '

RALLYING entrytopped by regular broadenthe appeal beyond
contenders Matthew gravel competition.

Anew-look British Historic Robinson and Adrian The high-profile Manx
Rally Championship Hetherington in Ford and Argyll rallies both join
beginsin the forests of Escort Mk2s, and Nick the calendar, while the
North Yorkshire this Elliottin his Fiat131. season concludes with
Sunday with the The BHRCcalendarhas  thenewRally Anglo
Riponian Stages Rally. had aserious makeover Caledonian, which offers

Thefirstof nine events for 2024 with 11 scoring a140-stage-miles double-
thisyearisaclassic one- rounds from nine events headerinlate November.
day forestrally withan andthreeasphaltralliesto =~ PAUL LAWRENCE

LEWIS HAS SIGNED
FOR FERRAR) (

YES, THEY WANTE] ME
BUT (‘M NOT INTERES TED
IN RACING FOR A SLow TEAM...
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50, ARE you INTERESTED
IN THE MERCEDES DRIVE
WHEN LEWIS HAS MOVED ?

I'VE LEFT THEM NINE VOICEMAILS,
THREE emAILS, 1'M SURE THEY'LL
BEIN TOUCH Soow...
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Reigning champion Boardley to
defend TCR UK crown with Hart GT

TCR UK

TCR UK champion Carl Boardley will
launch adefence of histitleashe once
again teamsup with the Hart GT team
of Nick Hartto run a single-car attack.

In hisfirstyearinthe category, Boardley

Boardley had planned to bookend his
year with the Algarve-staged inaugural

TCR World Ranking Final and the FTIA
Motorsport Games at Valencia, until
the former was postponed last month.
“I'was absolutely gutted,” he said, after
arranging his flights, accommodation

took four wins en route to last season’s title
and, although his mount for this yearis yet
tobe confirmed, he expectsto be backin
the same Cupra Leon Competicion.
“There’sa couple of options but I don’t
think we’ve extracted anything like the real
potential out of the car,” said Boardley, who

and other logistics. “It would have been
idealto do Portimao atthe start of the
year, dothe TCR UK season and the
Gamesatthe end of the year.”

Luke Sargeantand Jeff Alden will also
remain in TCR UK. Alden continuesina DW
Racing Opel Astra, while Area Motorsport

aimsto “build on what we learntlast year,
hopefully unlock alittle bit more pace
fromitand raise the bar alittle bit”.

MARK PAULSON

driver Sargeant has swapped Hyundai
Elantra for Cupra Leon.

Cronin starts with a win on Galway

IRISH RALLYING

Multiple British Rally
champions Keith Cronin and
Matt Edwards experienced
contrasting fortunes onthe
opening round of the Irish
Tarmac Championship atlast
weekend’s wet and windy
Galway International Rally.
Cronin dominated the
traditional curtain-raiser on
Ireland’s west coast alongside
co-driver Mikie Galvin, while
Edwards - on his first visit to the

event-was forced to retire his
similar Ford Fiesta Rally2 on the
second stage after overcooking
aturn and coming to blows
with a stone wall.
“Wehaven'tdonearally
atthislevelinIreland for
alongtime,’ said Cronin,
who recorded atotal of seven
fastesttimesto end the two-
day closed-road meeting with
acommanding 38-second win.
Cronin’s decision to prioritise
the Tarmac Championship for
the 2024 season took many by

surprise, as did his switch back
toM-Sport’s Ford Fiesta after
relying on Volkswagen'’s Polo
GTIR5inrecentcampaigns.
Cronin’s beliefin the Blue
Oval supermini proved to be the
correctcall against runner-up
and currenttitle-holder Callum
Devine who, forlarge parts of
the event, struggled to make the
correcttyre calls for hisVW.
Cronin added: “I certainly did
notexpecttowin here -it’sjust
fantasticto be honest.”
JASON CRAIG

LOGGIE/NEARY JOIN FORCES

GT stalwarts lan Loggie and Richard
Neary will team up togetherin

the GT Cup this season, driving a
Mercedes-AMG for Neary’s Abba
Racing team. The championship has
also confirmed that sportscar ace
Johnny Mowlem, the 2013 European
Le Mans Series GT champion and a
multiple race winner in the GT Cup,
will join as its driving standards
officer for the 2024 campaign.

THIRD SEASON OF CIVIC CUP

Civic Cup podium finisher Harvey
Caton has joined Ben Sharpe
Racing for his third season in the
championship. The 2021 Junior
Saloons runner-up twice finished
second en route to fifth in last year’s
standings, running as a privateer,
while BSR ran early-season
pacesetter Jack Harding before a
budget shortfall halted his campaign.
Former TCR UK racer Alex Kite will
also continue in the championship,
remaining with Pro Alloys Racing.

KARTER JOINS THE ELITE

Isaac Phelps will graduate from
karting into car racing by joining Elite
Motorsport for the upcoming Ginetta
Junior campaign, after reaching

the final six in last year’s Junior
Scholarship. The 14-year-old said:

“I want to create a year to be proud
of in my first year of Ginetta Juniors
without creating any expectations.
That said, of course | want to do the
best as possible and hopefully have
areally good first year in car racing
to look back on.”

HEY COMES OUTON TOP

Aviation engineer Michael Hey,

21, won Sunday’s New Zealand
Formula 5000 Tasman Cup Revival
races at Christchurch’s Euromarque
Motorsport Park on his category
debut in a McRae GM1, earning the
Bert Hawthorne Cup for the feature
victory (below). The Formula Ford
1600 graduate passed wet Saturday
heat winner Steve Ross’s similar car
before halfshaft failure forced its
retirement, as veterans Kevin Ingram
and Russell Greer (Lola T332s)
chased Hey to the final chequer.
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ULTIMATE OILS FORTRACK AND ROAD—

Motul’s flagship lubricant ranges: For Competitors,
Track Day Drivers and Performance Car Owners

Motul 300V the world’s first Fully Synthetic Motor Oil and still the standard for
competition motor oil.

Three variants to suit specific competition needs: Competiton, Power and Le Mans.

Motul 8100 Power, inspired by 8100 X Power, the mandated oil of F4 in the UK, ] ]

the 8100 Power range is for high-performance or tuned engines and is equally Find the right
) Motul product

at home on the roads or on track - the ultimate all-rounder! for your vehicle

And check out Motul’s world championship-winning Brake Fluids and Gearbox Oils
to complete your performance lubricant package.
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[s winning races key for junior
single-seater drivers?

With many point-scoring systems rewarding consistent results, our writers

debate the importance of raw speed over championship success

YES
STEPHEN LICKORISH

Itisarguably an old-fashioned view but, to me, a capability to
win races, demonstrate brilliant racecraft and deliver outright
impressive speed are the mostimportant attributes for a driver
to show when onthe early rungs of the junior single-seater
ladder. Consistencyisimportant, butthey need to showcase
standoutabilityin orderto progressup the ranks. There are
hundreds of drivers duking it out across a plethora of different
championships, with the majority having atleast one eye on

reaching Formula 1. But only the very exceptional get that chance.

Take the near-unprecedented situation of no completely new
driversjoining the F1 grid thisyear. One factor behind thatisa
lack of standout performersin F2 thathave made a strong enough
case for deserving a seat. In aworld where many point-scoring
systems are weighted more towards consistency than race wins,
thisscenariois perhapsnotsurprising. Instead, drivers should
be encouragedto secure those attention-grabbing results.

Taking impressive
victories, for me, isa better
demonstration of talentthan
continually picking up
decentresults. Unlessa
driver goes for that risky last-
lap move for glory, makes
thatslighterrorandlearns
fromitatan early stage of
their career, they are going
tostruggle further up the
ladder. Irecognise that
championship positionsare
all-important for talent spotters - and acknowledge the budget
implications of hefty repair bills - butless emphasis should be
placed upon these standings when they can mask the true stars.

Ultimately, consistency can belearned but delivering that
raw speed and outstanding racecraft are far harderto teach. The
example of Deagen Fairclough from British Formula 4lastyear
comestomind. He was getting a bad reputation during the early
events after a series of fairly clumsy collisions, but had also
displayed some incredible opening-lap overtakes. Later in the
campaign, he'd combined that speed with a touch more maturity,
bagged ahandful of wins and was veryimpressive. He’'snow
one of the title favourites heading into this season having
already demonstrated those stand-out skills. I would like
toseedriversthatexcite, rather than justsettle for points.

“Drivers need
to showcase
standout ability
to progress up
the ranks”

NO
STEFAN MACKLEY

There’sno denying that standing on the top step of the podium s
something all drivers want to achieve, but offer any young up-and-
comer achoice between race wins or adding a championship to
their CVandthere should only be one answer.

Title challenges are built on afoundation of consistency and,
while youwould generally expectthere to be atleast one win
amongadriver’sresultsif they are mounting a title tilt, it almost
becomesamoot pointatthe end of the season. When eyes glance
tosee whossits at the top of the championship standings, not many
people remember who finishes second, even if they have shown
more outright speed over the campaign.

Inajunior category such asthe GB3 Championship, scoring
points consistentlyis crucial given the current points structure,
with the top 15 eligible for points, as well as more on offer for
positions gained in the reversed-grid races. Not only that but,
with overtaking ashard asitisin single-seaters, the risk versus
reward element for gaining
a position strongly favours
discretion over valour.

Reigning champion
Callum Voisin, for example,
had towaituntil the 16th
race of the season before
he claimed his first win of
the campaign and, while
asecond victory followed
atthefinal meeting, itwas
Voisin’s nine other podiums
alongsidejusttwo non-scores
in23racesthathelped himtothetitle. Alex Dunne, by contrast,
took five wins in his maiden season of GB3 but three non-scores
ultimately proved the difference. Voisin isnow already confirmed
in Formula 3 for 2024 with Rodin (and now Dunneis with MP - ed).

Raw speed is an important aspect of course, but blending
thatwith consistency is arguably more crucial, especially for
future employers. Atalevel where budgets for manydriversare
also stretched thin enough asitis, failing to finish races due to
incidentsis noway to go about forging a motorsport career.

Lookingtothe upper echelons of the sport, teams wantto
employ drivers who can gain results on a consistent basis, stay
out of trouble and help mount title challenges. Ifadriveris able
to showthatlevel of maturity atajunior level, it bodes well for
their future career aspirations.

“Failing to
finish races due
to incidents is
no way to forge
a career”
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FOUR DECADES OF
NORTHERN SOUL

here are some pretty impressive statistics
surrounding the British Automobile Racing Club
T North Western Centre’s CNC Heads Sports/Saloons
Championship. Over 700 different drivers have
competed in the category during its history. It has
played host to over 470 individual races. And 1999 champion Chris
Maries, victorious in his Mazda RX-7, has contested the highest
number of them, starting 222 in around 25 different cars. Yet
it’s no surprise that such big numbers are involved given the
championship celebrated its landmark 40th season last year,
and one person has been a key part in its success throughout
that impressive period: coordinator John Leck.

The numbers have not always been quite so large. Just nine cars
competed in the very first race at Oulton Park on 31 March 1984
and the series had very humble beginnings. It was created,
alongside a shortlived Formula Ford 2000 single-seater series,
as a way of securing the future of the North Western Centre.

“As a centre, we used to organise car meetings and sprints and
autotests in the north west and they had all started to fizzle out

66 [RUTOSPORT.COM 8 FEBRUARY 2024

The BARC North Western Centre’s Sports/Saloons Championship celebrated a
major milestone last season, and coordinator John Leck has been a key figure
throughout. Now he’s stepping back (a little). Time to reflect on the past 40 years

STEPHEN LICKORISH

and we were always dependent on Oulton Park offering us dates,”
recalls Leck. “At the time there were several Special Saloon Car
championships and also the start of the Modified Saloon Car
Championship. But there were a lot of cars that had been
uncompetitive in those championships because they were starting
to get dominated by Special GTs - F2/F3 cars with bodywork put on
- and a lot of money was being spent on them. We had this view
there were a lot of Modsports and Special Saloons cars in people’s
garages that weren’t competitive any longer, and maybe there

was the potential of getting them out.”

Alongside centre chairman Ken Mitchell and David Simpson,
Leck helped launch the category, despite only getting involved
with the centre for the first time six months beforehand. “The
three of us got together and thought we would give it a whirl,” he
adds. It started off as a non-championship north-west-focused
Special GT Challenge with a very simple premise. “If you've got a
car that was eligible for Special Saloons or Modsports, irrespective
of its shape, then come out and race with us,” states Leck.

Despite those modest initial entries, the division was granted
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BARC North
Western category
continues to attract
diverse grids after
40 years

Organisers worked hard
to boost entries for 2023
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championship status for its second year and quickly became

a very popular competition. “We sat down with the drivers at
the end of the first few seasons and discussed what was working
and what wasn’t working,” says Leck. “It just grew and grew

and we had 20 to 30 cars regularly coming out.”

And, 40 years on, it’s still going strong. Very few club-level
championships enjoy such longevity and there are several key
factors behind that success. “We haven't really changed the
regulations, they’re basically the same,” explains Leck. “If you've
got a sports or saloon car that can be identified as a car you can
see on the road, then you can do what you like with it, we will
have a class for you. It’s fairly stable so, if you've got a car, it will
remain in the same class and be competitive continually. Initially,
we excluded the big centre-seated cars - it was only last year
we removed the regulation to allow centre-seaters, with the
silhouette specials class created.”

Such stability is often a recipe for loyalty, as is the friendly
paddock the series has built over the years where competitors are
more than happy to help out their rivals. Good driving standards

NATIONAL FOCUS CLUB AUTOSPORT
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Numbers quickly
grew during the
1980s as
championship
proved a hit

B —
—

4 B

<

Leck (right) presents trophy named after
another series founder, Dave Simpson

A

are maintained and new racers are continually welcomed into the
championship. “Every year, we get eight, nine, 10 new drivers and
we give them a mentor,” says Leck. “There’s a lot to think about -
we’ve got some very quick cars and some not so quick cars and the
speed differential is significant - so novices need to know what to

“If you’ve got a sports or saloon car
that can be identified as a car you
can see on the road, we have a class”

expect. Communication is paramount - I'm always sending emails
out to drivers so they know what’s going on.” Even so, the regulars
are also taken care of and never neglected in the pursuit of fresh
faces. And that approach is clearly paying off as drivers from as
far afield as Edinburgh to the south coast of England have been »>
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attracted to race in the championship.

While Leck has been a constant figure and the ethos of the
series has remained the same, plenty has changed in the past
40 years. Take the type of cars competing. On that very first
grid, there were the likes of special John Maguire-built Minis,
alongside Lenhams and Davrians, while the inaugural race and
first championship were won by Bob Trotter’s highly modified,
Rover-engined Ford Escort. But the number of such Special
Saloons and Modsports machines has gradually dwindled in
the years since. “If you looked at a grid in the 1980s, they were
nearly all tin-tops, closed cars,” explains Leck. “We’ve then
moved to getting a lot of Caterhams and Westfields in the 1990s

“We probably took 10% of the costs
out of the championship and reduced
entry fees from £450 to £400”

and 2000s, and now it’s moved back more to tin-tops. But we've
always had an eclectic collection of cars.” Such diversity also
means that it’s a popular championship among the marshals
in the north west, with the men and women in orange also
recognised at its special 40th anniversary meeting at the

end of October when they were given free lunches.

Leck has also encountered significant changes on the
operational side. “We were the ones that introduced computers
to the BARC in the mid-'90s,” he recalls. “In the ’80s, everything
was manual - the entries came in the post. We had to keep them
in the right order and send tickets out to drivers. The effort in just

Sugden (left) and Cumming
were both champions
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Trotter and his Escort
won the inaugural title
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handling the communication was massive.”
There have also been plenty of challenges over the decades, and

one of the most threatening came very recently. Average entries

dropped significantly in 2022, falling by 15% to 23 drivers per

event. It was a tricky time for national motorsport as the post-

pandemic bounce had tailed off and costs were rising. “We came

out of COVID and we were strong and then the cost of living

situation cropped up,” says Leck. “Entries dropped quite

a lot in 2022 and it was worrying. We also suffered from people

not being able to get spare parts with the supply chain being

restricted, so we were hit by a few things at the same time.
“That’s when we looked at it and we said we will knock off

a race meeting and increase the number of races at a meeting.

We probably took 10% of the costs out of the championship

and we reduced entry fees from £450 to £400, so we made it

more cost-effective.” Those tweaks paid off and entries were

averaging 33 in last year’s anniversary season, a 43% increase

that was comfortably within the top 10 largest rises among

all English categories in 2023.

Numbers had dipped even lower back in 1996, dropping to an
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average of just 16, with Leck and the North West Centre taking a
look at how this could be addressed. “Either you pack it in or you
make some changes,” he says. “We made some changes to the
regulations and, in two years, we were back up to 22 cars.”

For all those ups and downs, Leck certainly did not expect the
championship to continue for so long. “We never thought it would
last for 40 years, never!” he admits. “If I had known it was going
to last 40 years, I would’ve done things differently - I would've
collected stuff, like photos, from the first race!” And, while Leck
has been a key figure throughout that time, he has always enjoyed
great support from the North West Centre’s committee, a team
of driver representatives and a range of sponsors. Many of these
have been companies with a connection to the championship and,
for the past 16 years, that has been loyal competitor Ric Wood
- who first joined the ranks in the 1980s - through his CNC Heads
concern. Such sponsors have played their part in the series’
longevity and helped ensure its unique position today, where
it is the only truly BARC-controlled championship - all the
other series in its portfolio are operated by individuals/
companies that buy track time from the club.

But there is change afoot in the world of the CNC Heads Sports/
Saloons Championship. Having been coordinator for 40 years,
Leck is now handing over the reins to regular Proton Putra
competitor and 2004 champion Duncan Aukland, although he is
still very much remaining involved, looking after the website and
managing the communications. “It’s good to be handing it over
when it’s healthy - with Duncan, it’s in safe hands,” concludes
Leck, who has thoroughly enjoyed his time in charge. “I could
never race because I couldn’t afford it and wouldn’t have been any
good at it. For me, running a successful championship for many
years is as good as winning it in one year. I've got a passion for
the sport, for the championship - I do it because I love doing it.

“The best things are the fact that drivers come up and say thanks
for running the championship, and giving a trophy to someone
for the first time, or presenting a trophy for driver of the year -
those are the things that come to mind as being the best times.”

Now, after celebrating his baby’s 40th season with some
bumper grids - it reached impressive highs of 37 and 40 in 2023
- Leck can relinquish some of his duties confident for the future,
and with the championship demonstrating that there’s the
potential for more successful years to come. #
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Proton racer
Aukland is now
taking on the role of
series coordinator
from Leck
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BARC NORTH WESTERN CENTRE

SPORTS/SALOONS CHAMPIONSHIP
OVERALL TITLE WINNERS

YEAR

1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023

DRIVER

Bob Trotter
Richard Johnson
David Ellis
PhilHepworth
Roger Matthews
Andy Cumming
Andy Cumming
Garry Wilson
RonHarper
PhilWadsley
Alastair Cunningham
Andy Cumming
PhilHepworth
Tony Sugden
Mike McGoun
Chris Maries
GarethLloyd
lanWilson

Chris Griffiths
lain Gorrie
DuncanAukland
lan Hall

Rob Pritchard
PaulDobson
PaulDobson
Robert Spencer
PaulDobson
PaulDobson
Dennis Crompton
SimonAllaway
Steven Hibbert
Joe Spencer
PaulRose

Joe Spencer
PaulRose
Robert Burkinshaw
JamieCryer
JamieCryer

Jon Woolfitt

lan Bamber

CAR

Ford-Rover Escort
VauxhallAstra GTE
Aston MartinV8

Mini

LotusElan

Lenham Le Mans Coupe
Lenham Le Mans Coupe
Lenham Le Mans Coupe
Triumph Spitfire
MiniJem
OpelManta400
LotusElan

Mini

Skoda Coupe Cosworth
Ford Escort Cosworth
MazdaRX-7

Ford Escort Cosworth
BanksEuropa

Davrian Mk7A

Darrian T90
Rover3500SE

Darrian T98-GTR
Caterham-Vauxhall
Mazda RX-7

Mazda RX-7

Stuart Taylor Locosaki
MazdaRX-7

MazdaRX-7

BMW M3 Evo

Lotus Esprit

LotusElise

Stuart Taylor Locosaki
Saker RAPX

Stuart Taylor Locosaki
Saker RAPX
HondalIntegra

Ginetta G20

Ginetta G20

SpireGTR

Ginetta G20
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FINISHING STRAIGHT
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It’s NASCAR’s turnto _ 4 .
chase the Netflix effect

DOCUMENTARY
SERIES

FULL SPEED
Netflix

Full Speed is NASCAR’s
attempt at cashing

in on the docuseries
market popularised by
F1’s Drive to Survive
and, while itisn’'t a
carbon copy, it follows
a similar format in showcasing the lives

of the drivers and their weekend battles

out on track.

NASCAR remains king in viewership
among US-based racing fans, but the
younger demographic is one the series is
desperately chasing. A compelling on-track
product won't be enough to attract most of
them. They need stars. Even non-racing
fans know who Dale Earnhardt Jr,

Jeff Gordon and Tony Stewart are.

The problem is, those are the stars of
yesterday and are no longer behind the
wheel. What about the stars of today?

This docuseries had to do more
than just showcase all the drama that
exists with the 10-race playoffs format
NASCAR’s Cup series uses to determine the
champion. It had to take these drivers and
show them in a way not yet seen, bringing
their personalties to the fore and really
giving people a reason to root for — or
perhaps root against - them.

The action, the drama, the politics
and the personalities, it’s all right there.
NASCAR already has a great product,
but they need help selling it.
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Full Speed opens in a surprising fashion
with a pre-race scene for the penultimate
race of the year at Martinsville Speedway.
It’s then followed by an introduction that
portrays these drivers as they should be -
gladiators facing off in a high-speed arena.

The opening episode covers the regular
season finale at Daytona International
Speedway, with most drivers in a must-win
situation ignored. This ended up being
the right move, as it instead focused on
explaining the awkward position Denny

J...q--—-nlunuu‘ -~ -
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Hamlin found himself in. He drives for Joe
Gibbs Racing, and Coach Gibbs’ grandson
was the first driver outside the playoffs.
The driver he was chasing? Bubba Wallace,
who drives for Hamlin. They spend a lot of
time on Hamlin’s dilemma and his decision
to publicly admit that he would help his
driver over his boss’s grandson.
Something the show could have really
benefited from was going deeper into the
preparation of the cars, giving viewers
a look at the entire process from the
building, wrapping, transporting and
so on. It takes a tremendous amount of
effort to get just one car from the shop
floor to the track on Sunday.
A criticism of Drive to Survive was how
it left the viewer in suspense over Romain
Grosjean’s horrific crash during the 2020
Bahrain Grand Prix. Something similar
with Ryan Preece’s rollover crash at
Daytona could have happened, but Full
Speed chose not to draw it out. Refreshingly,
it opted not to overdramatise anything.
The formula for the show became
clear from the second episode, with each
subsequent one dedicated to a three-race
playoff round. We see more of Bubba
Wallace, while also being introduced
to defending champion Joey Logano.
NASCAR’s rather complicated playoff
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Full Speed
does atop job
bringing NASCAR
to a new audience,
and fans will
enjoy it too

Docuseries opts not

W to fall into the trap

of overdramatising

format could have killed the narrative
dead if not explained in the right way,
but the series didn’t spend too much time
going into the little complexities of it.

The outro of Full Speed is a perfect
wrap-up to a show. We get emotional
scenes with both of the Hendrick drivers
who lost out, Ryan Blaney as he is officially
crowned champion and is embraced by
his father, as well as final thoughts from
the other stars of the show.

Full Speed certainly isn't a DTS rip-off,
it stands on its own two feet and does
exactly what it set out to do. The series could
have benefited from additional episodes, as

FINISHING STRAIGHT

vAUTOSPORT

[autosport.com/podcast]

AND MOTORSPORT

The top 10 Max Verstappen wins... so far

“It’s tough to remember them all!” That’s what happens when you put

a Formula 1 driver that’s clinched 54 grand prix victories on the spot.
Luckily, Autosport’s Alex Kalinauckas decided to help out and put

together his own list in addition to getting Max Verstappen’s own ranking
at the Mexican Grand Prix. Joining Alex is Kevin Turner and Motorsport NL’s
Ronald Vording, as the three debate what is Verstappen’s greatest victory so far.
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INTERNATIONAL
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Formula Regional Middle East
Round 4/5

Yas Marina, United Arab Emirates
9-10 February

£} Livestreamon
Fri 1330, Sat 0545, 0920

Toyota Formula Regional Oceania
Round 4/5
Ruapuna, New Zealand
10-11 February
&} Livestream on[Motorsport.tv]
Sat 0300, Sun 0000, 0300
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Asian Le Mans Series

Round 3/3

Yas Marina, United Arab Emirates
10-11 February

$} Livestream on[Motorsport.iv)
Sat 1030, Sun 1130

there were so many other stories that it just
wasn't able to tell. Among them: Martin
Truex Jr, who won the regular season title
before an absolutely disastrous playoffs, was
not a featured driver. Neither was two-time
champion Kyle Busch, who was embarking
on his first season with a new team after
15 years with Joe Gibbs Racing. The end
of Kevin Harvick’s Cup career and RFK
Racing’s playoff run was left out as well.
While it’s five-episode run is to its
detriment, that fact proves how much value
Full Speed has to offer NASCAR fans and
those new to it altogether in its short run.
NICK DEGROOT

Formula Regional
Middle East
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FROM THE ARCHIVE

Michael Schumacher (Ferrari F2002) exits the

first Monza chicane - at this point in fourth place

- while the Jaguar R3Bs of Eddie Irvine and Pedro
de la Rosa and Mika Salo’s Toyota TF102 take to the
run-off on the hectic opening lap of the 2002 Italian
Grand Prix. Schumacher had qualified on the front
row, but a particularly robust blocking move off the
line by polesitter Juan Pablo Montoya (Williams
FW24) killed his momentum, allowing his brother
Ralf (Montoya’s team-mate) and Ferrari #2 Rubens
Barrichello to steal ahead from the second row.
Moments before this photograph was taken the
Williams duo had almost collided at the chicane,
Schuey Jr taking a shortcut that put him in front.
Instructions to cede position were rendered moot
when his BMW engine exploded, the smoke from
the conflagration briefly unsighting Montoya and
allowing Barrichello to seize the lead. At the flag
the Brazilian was followed home in formation by
his world champion team-mate, Irvine taking the
final podium place, almost a minute behind.

- ® For classic motorsport DVDs
m and downloads head to
—_—  |dukevideo.com|

IMAGES

For more great photographs, visit[motorsportimages.com]|

2N motorsport
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CHRISTIAN KLIEN MY FAVOURITE... CAR

ust five race outings in the
Peugeot 908 are enough
J for Christian Klien to select
it as his favourite racing car.
Victory in the 2009 Spa 1000Km when
Audi stayed away was the high point
of the Austrian’s involvement with the
turbodiesel LMP1 machine, which ran
alongside a test role for BMW-Sauber’s
Formula 1 team that precluded him from
racing more often, before he joined
Aston Martin in 2011.
Klien, who started 49 grands prix with

Jaguar, Red Bull and Hispania, relished

the ‘diesel wars’ with works budgets
that “wasn’t too much difference to F1”.

“That was an extremely fast car,”
recalls the 41-year-old. “A lot of power,
a lot of downforce, and driving this car
in Le Mans was just awesome. The fact
that it had a diesel engine in, it was quite
special to drive because you had a lot of
torque from the bottom end.”

Klien finished third on his first
competitive outing with the car at the
2008 Le Mans 24 Hours. He concedes
“we even could have done better” after
he was tipped into the gravel passing a
slower car. His first race in anything
other than an F1 car since 2003 is one
he remembers fondly: “I did for five
years only F1 and there isn’t so much
overtaking, and then you come to Le
Mans, you have an LMP1 car, obviously

MAUGER
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the quickest on the circuit, so you do lots
of overtaking. Standing on that podium
was just an incredible feeling.”

Klien and Peugeot were narrowly
beaten into second place in Petit Le
Mans by Audi, and suffered air
conditioning and gearbox issues at
Sebring in 2009. A dominant victory -
they led every lap - at the Spa 1000Km
hinted at a strong Le Mans return, but
hopes were dashed inside the first hour
when contact from another car in the
pitlane meant Pedro Lamy had to drive a
full lap with a puncture. But Klien has
only positive memories of the 908, and
singles out an unexpected highlight.

“It was quite silent in the car, so it was
not very spectacular let’s say, but you
could do all the debrief in the car with
your race engineer!” he chuckles. “The
radio communication was just perfect.”
JAMES NEWBOLD
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THANK

Thank you to everyone who attended
Autosport International Show 2024

SEE YOU IN 2025!
(January 9 - 12)

To keep up to speed on all 2025 show news,
sign-up to our newsletter at autosportinternationalcom

Powered by 0 g:,gm;lpoﬂ



S UPERMODENWL
CELEBRATING 41 YEARS FERRARI PARTS EXPERIENCE

LARGEST OFFICIAL UNRIVALLED CONTINUOUS FAST EXPRESS DEPENDABLE
INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR FOR ENGINEERING AND REMANUFACTURING WORLDWIDE BIG ENOUGH
SUPPLIER OF HILL ENGINEERING TECHNICAL EXPERTISE OF OBSOLETE AND SHIPPING DAILY TO COPE
PARTS FOR UNAVAILABLE PARTS SMALL ENOUGH
FERRARI CARS TO CARE

FERRARI PARTS SPECIALIST

SUPERFORMANCE
SUPERFORMANCE.CO.UK +44 (0)1992 445 300

UNIT G1 RD PARK STEPHEMSON CLOSE HODDESDOMN HERTFORDSHIRE EN11 0BW CONTACT OUR OFFICE AT ADMIN@SUPERFORMANCE.CO.UK

WINNER SPECIALIST OF THE YEAR THE HISTORIC MOTORING AWARDS 2023

= e e e e s s e L]
- | "WE SUPPLY = I i A A = ) D
= Fl =8 §¥r AL . i, R & | f 1 < |
- e e e T e : =——S e = e B S |
HILL ENGINEERING

See what we're up to on instagram @superformance.co.uk and f
you can follow us on facebook.com/superformanceuklitd

WE'RE DEDICATED TO PRESERVING THE CLASSIC FERRARI SPIRIT


http://facebook.com/superformanceukltd
mailto:ADMIN@SUPERFORMANCE.CO.UK
http://SUPERFORMANCE.CO.UK
mailto:instagram@superformance.co.uk

