Russell dominates as title decided
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Two champions crowned at
the pinnacle of motorsport

Congratulations to Max Verstappen on becoming a four-time
Formula 1 world champion. It’s been an up-and-down season for
the Dutchman and Red Bull, but it’s hard to argue that the crown has
gone to the wrong driver. Even if Lando Norris wins the final two
grands prix, he’ll still have ‘only’ five victories to Verstappen’s eight.

It seemed a little unfortunate that Verstappen decided to suggest
he’d have won the championship in a Ferrari or McLaren, on the very
weekend that he clinched the title. We'd argue that would require
some changes of team strategy and for him to have had a weaker
team-mate than either Norris or Charles Leclerc faced in 2024
to be true, but the interesting part is that the 27-year-old felt
the need to respond to Zak Brown’s comments at all...

In a topsy-turvy campaign, Mercedes was surprisingly dominant in
Las Vegas last weekend (page 16). George Russell looked in command
for much of the race, while Lewis Hamilton bounced back from his
poor Interlagos showing and mistakes in qualifying to make it a 1-2.
It all bodes well for a proper title contest in 2025.

Thierry Neuville has had to wait a long longer for his breakthrough.
But the 36-year-old Belgian finally became World Rally champion
at Rally Japan last weekend. Tom Howard explains how on p32.

e We have some big news on the future of Autosport magazine this
week, as we head towards our 75th birthday in 2025. Please turn
to p15 to hear some of our exciting plans for the new year.
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Lamborghini out of WEC as

Mercedes returns to Le Mans

WEC

Lamborghini has quit the World Endurance
Championship - for the time being at least.
The Italian manufacturer will contest
neither the Hypercar class with its SC63
LMDh nor LMGT3 with the Huracan GT3
EVO2 next season in what it is describing as
a “pause” in its participation at the highest
level of sportscar racing. At the same

time, its Iron Lynx factory team is to bring
Mercedes into the WEC - and back to the
Le Mans 24 Hours for the first time since
its catastrophic appearance in 1999.

A statement from Lamborghini followed
the publication last week of the 2025 WEC
entry list. It explained that for the SC63,
co-developed by the Lamborghini Squadra
Corse in-house motorsport department and
Ligier Automotive, the focus next year will
be the IMSA SportsCar Championship in
North America.

The new rule for the coming season
demanding manufacturer teams must field
two entries in Hypercar was cited as the
reason for the realignment. It stated that the
revised sporting regulation “changes the
terms on which Lamborghini entered the
championship this year and is no longer
aligned with the company’s strategy”.

“Lamborghini has therefore evaluated
its options and elected to sit out the 2025
FIA WEC while remaining committed to
the SC63 development by continuing in
IMSA,” read its statement, which pointed
to a desire to return to the WEC at an
undisclosed point in the future. “Competing
at the highest level is an honour for
Lamborghini Squadra Corse and remains
an ambition for the years to come.”

Mercedes wreckage
. after one of Mark
| Webber’s flipsin 1999
. .Iﬁ t".',::'._f!:;f.-‘_ £
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Lambo’s best showing
of 2024 came with
solid run at Le Mans

The decision will also allow it to focus
on development of the GT3 race version
of the Temerario road car unveiled in the

summer. The new car, being developed
in conjunction with Podium Advanced
Technologies, is scheduled to start racing
with customers in 2026.

Lamborghini’s SC63 programme was
under review after a difficult maiden season
in which the high point was a reliable run to
10th place at the Le Mans 24 Hours in June.
Rouven Mohr, the marque’s chief technology
officer, had revealed at the Bahrain WEC
finale earlier this month that all options
were on the table for the SC63, including its

termination. He hinted at a downscaling,
claiming that Squadra Corsa had neither
the financial nor technical resources to
field two cars in WEC and one in IMSA.

Friday’s announcements from the WEC
and, just minutes later, Lamborghini were
preceded by big news from the Italian Iron
Lynx organisation, which masterminded
both arms of the manufacturer’s WEC
attack as well as LMDh and the GT3
campaigns in IMSA. It confirmed a link-up
with Mercedes to compete in LMGT3 next
year with the AMG GT3, 26 years after the
Three-Pointed Star’s disastrous campaign
with the CLR LM-GTP prototype.

J -r'-._"laa- g,
v o L -~
] P

i

.l ol =

MOTORSPORTIMAGES



(%]
w
Qo
<
=
(-
24
o
o
(%)
o
o
=
o
=
=
[=)
[+4
o
-

The switch of manufacturer for Iron
Lynx, which formerly competed in GTE Am
in the WEC with Ferrari, supposes an
irrevocable split with Lamborghini. Priority
was given to Hypercar participants when
the WEC was putting together the entry for
the new LMGT3 class ahead of this season.
That status has now been removed.

Lamborghini made no mention of Iron
Lynx in its statement, and Iron Lynx no
hint of Lamborghini in the announcement
of its move to Mercedes. A switch of team
for Lamborghini in North America appears
likely, as does an upgrade of its programme
from the one entry for the five long-
distance rounds that make up the IMSA
Endurance Cup. It has confirmed a desire
to enter an SC63 in the full season and has
hinted that it could have two at the Daytona
24 Hours season-opener in January.

Lamborghini’s disappearance from the
Hypercar entry list along with no return
for Isotta Fraschini after it quit the WEC
post-Interlagos in the summer, means that
the car count has gone down from 19 to 18
even with Aston Martin’s arrival (see right).
With 18 entries once again in LMGT3 -
Merc is a straight swap for Lambo - it
means a 36-car entry at a time when the
organisers had made room for 40 cars.
GARY WATKINS

Tincknell switches
from Proton Porsche
to race the Valkyrie

Pl _ Vil
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Brit Tincknell gets the nod for
Aston Martin Valkyrie debut

WEC

Two-time Le Mans 24 Hours class
winner Harry Tincknell will race
Aston Martin’s new Valkyrie Le Mans
Hypercar in the World Endurance
Championship next year. The Briton
has been confirmed by its The Heart
of Racing factory squad along with
team regular Alex Riberas.

Tincknell has joined the Hypercar
class attack run by a team to be known
at Aston Martin THOR after playing a
key role in development of the Valkyrie
AMR-LMH since its first run in July.

He fulfilled testing duties in his role

as a driver contracted to Multimatic
Motorsports, which has co-developed
the AMR-LMH and will also be a key
component of the Brackley-based
operation running the cars in the WEC.

The Briton, 33, described the chance
to return to a manufacturer with
which he took GTE Pro honours at
the Le Mans 24 Hours in 2020 as “an
absolute honour” and “a pinch yourself
moment”. He went on to say that
he expects the V12-powered car
to become a “firm fan favourite”.

Tincknell has been with Multimatic
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since joining the Ford GT programme
in 2016, and this season raced for its GT
Daytona Pro team running the Ford
Mustang GT3 in the IMSA SportsCar
Championship. He combined that
programme with racing Proton
Competition’s customer Porsche 963
LMDh in the WEC.

Riberas moves over from THOR’s
GTD Pro campaign in IMSA. The
Spaniard, 30, has been with the
US entrant since it raced under the
Team Seattle banner back in 2014.

Aston made the announcement
of the first two drivers for the WEC
programme last week at the same time
as confirming that the Valkyrie’s race
debut will come in the WEC season-
opener in Qatar in February. Its IMSA
debut in the GTP class has been
delayed from the Daytona 24 Hours
in January to the Sebring 12 Hours
in March, though it offered no
explanation. It is thought to be linked
to the requirement for manufacturers
to run two cars in WEC.

Meanwhile, Ben Barnicoat has been
nominated as the professional in one
of the two Lexus RC F GT3s run by the
French Auto Sport Promotion team in
WEC. The Briton has been a Lexus works
driver since 2022, and claimed the IMSA
GTD Pro title the following season
driving for Vasser Sullivan Racing.

Robert Kubica continuing in AF
Corse’s customer Ferrari 499P LMH has
been confirmed, as expected, along
with that of factory driver Yifei Ye.
They will share with Brit Phil Hanson,
who was announced late last month.
GARY WATKINS
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Breakthrough
for Cadillac
F1 proposal

FORMULA 1

LEVITT/MOTORSPORT IMAGES

Formula 1 has agreed a deal in principle
with General Motors and its Cadillac brand
to enter the series in 2026 as an 11th team.
The deal will mean Cadillac joining as a
customer squad in 2026, while developing
its own power units for 2028, using the
existing Andretti Global project in
Silverstone as its backbone.

GM officials were in attendance at last
weekend’s Las Vegas Grand Prix to discuss
a deal with F1 and Liberty Media over an
entry. The American manufacturer had
long been working with Andretti Global on
a prospective F1 bid, which was accepted
by governing body the FIA, but was refused
entry by F1 itself, which said the team
would not add enough value to the series.

There was also tension between the
organisation’s figurehead Michael Andretti
and F1 executives over Andretti’s aggressive
campaigning to force his way in, which

approved in principle.

included involving US Congress and the

Department of Justice.
Andretti ceding control to majority owner
Dan Towriss in September, Towriss and GM
continued their efforts to present a more
compelling bid with a bigger commitment
from the American OEM as a bona fide
constructor, and it has now been

“With Formula 1’s continued growth

But in the wake of

E team of Andretti in 2017 as

plans in the US, we have always believed
that welcoming an impressive US brand
like GM/Cadillac to the grid and GM as

a future power unit supplier could bring
additional value and interest to the sport,”
said outgoing Liberty Media CEO Greg
Maffei. “We credit the leadership of GM
and their partners with significant progress

in their readiness to enter Formula 1.”

FILIP CLEEREN

Red Bull summit on Perez to follow Abu Dhabi GP

FORMULA 1

Sergio Perez’s future at the
Red Bull Formula 1 team
will be decided following
a shareholder meeting
after the season-ending
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix.

The beleaguered Mexican
has hung onto his seat this
year despite enduring a
dismal season that has left
him 251 points adrift of his
team-mate, newly crowned
2024 drivers’ champion Max
Verstappen. Despite a string
of lacklustre performances,
with Perez’s lack of points all
but ending Red Bull’s hopes
of the constructors’ title,
he has publicly enjoyed
the backing of the team,
albeit with clear calls that
results need to improve.

Perez appears to have this
weekend’s Qatar GP and the
final race of the year in Abu

of options open to Red Bull
and sister team RB.

“There will be a meeting
after Abu Dhabi, and the
result of this meeting
will be presented to the
shareholders and they will
then decide what the driver

Dhabi to prove he deserves a
drive in 2025, with a number

6 AUTOSPORT.COM 28 NOVEMBER 2024

situation for both teams will
look like for next year,” team

advisor Helmut Marko told
Austrian broadcaster ORF.

“I don’t know the exact gap
now, but I think Checo has
over 200 points less than
Max. And then it’s clear that
the constructors’ title is no
longer possible... So if Sergio
was anywhere near [Lewis]
Hamilton and [George]

Russell or Ferrari or even
McLaren, then we would
be well ahead again.”

Red Bull is in the unique
position of having four
contracted drivers on the
grid at any one time, a
situation that only intensifies
the pressure on Perez. RB
pairing Yuki Tsunoda and
Liam Lawson will both fancy
their chances of ousting
Perez, with the Japanese
testing the Red Bull after
Abu Dhabi, and the New
Zealander arguably much
more likely to land the
seat full-time.

There is also the intriguing
possibility of Red Bull
pulling off a move to land
Franco Colapinto from
Williams, who has caught
the eye since being
promoted to a drive earlier
this year, although recent
crashes have dented the
Argentinian’s reputation.
MARK MANN-BRYANS

Towriss (left) first involved with

sponsor of Zach Veach in IndyCar
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IMSA Who's this promising Hypercar rookie, then? In the build-up to clinching his fourth successive Formula 1 title last weekend, Max Verstappen ventured to

the Las Vegas Motor Speedway ‘roval’ last Tuesday for half an hour of running in an Acura ARX-06, as part of Honda’s

‘Hybrid Heroes’ celebration. It was his first

taste of GTP machinery from the IMSA SportsCar Championship, and Verstappen said that he would like to race in the Daytona 24 Hours: “I know that when
I want to do it, | want to go there and try to win it, be really competitive. The only way to do so is by doing some proper testing and get really well prepared,
which is not possible at the moment. But, who knows? Maybe in a few years’ time. I’ll still be young-ish and I’ll be able to drive the cars.” Photographs by HRC

Anger over plan
to offset cost
cap for Audi

FORMULA 1

Haas team principal Ayao Komatsu reckons
that “everybody” is against the planned
cost cap offset for Audi for its 2026 entry

to account for Swiss salary levels, because
it risks opening a can of worms.

The higher average pay in Switzerland
means that the current Sauber team
operates at a theoretical disadvantage
regarding funds available for development
compared to teams employing an
equivalent-size workforce in the UK and
Italy. This has prompted the FIA to table an
amendment to the 2026 cost cap regulations
to accommodate Swiss wage data and
cost of living from the Organisation for
Economic Co-Operation and Development.

Komatsu revealed that the cost cap offset
had not been finalised, largely because the
nine other teams are against the move,
and suggested that the FIA had taken a
one-dimensional view. “Why does a team
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based in Switzerland have an exemption?”
he said. “Everybody chooses where to set
up the team. Between London and Oxford
and north of England, prices are different.
So where do you stop? Where do you draw
the line? In F1 Commission meetings, apart
from Sauber funnily enough, everybody’s
against it. So, I don’t know why the FIA
is just completely pushing for it.”

Komatsu warned that the FIA may
create further problems with tweaks

Their salaries would go
a bit further in the UK

to the financial regulations, and implored
the governing body to keep it simple.

“In terms of Italy, there’s a huge tax
benefit for the first [four] years,” Komatsu
continued. “A senior engineer going from
UK to Italy, there is certain financial big
benefit in Italy. So are you compensating
for that? Of course not. Unless you look
at every single dimension, it’s very, very
difficult to make it completely fair.”

JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE

28 NOVEMBER 2024 AUTOSPORT.COM
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Rovanpera to lead expanded five-car Toyota team

WRC

Toyota will expand its World Rally
Championship entry to five cars at selected
events next year following confirmation
that Sami Pajari will join the team for

a maiden full-time Rallyl campaign.

Pajari, who clinched the WRC2 title last
weekend in a Toyota, will join the newly
crowned 2024 WRC manufacturers’
champion in a line-up headlined by the
full-time return of two-time world champion
Kalle Rovanpera following his decision
to contest a partial season this year.

Elfyn Evans, winner of last weekend’s
Rally Japan season finale, will stay on for a
sixth consecutive year at Toyota alongside
Takamoto Katsuta and eight-time world
champion Sebastien Ogier, who is set

for another part-time campaign.

Pajari had been tipped to land a role
in Toyota’s Rallyl programme after
impressing in three GR Yaris Rallyl outings
with the team this year. The 22-year-old
Finn finished fourth on his debut in
Finland, where he scored a maiden stage
win, sixth in Chile, and was running sixth
in Central Europe before retiring. “This is
a dream come true for me and I'm really
grateful to Toyota Gazoo Racing for giving
me this amazing opportunity,” he said.

Team principal Jari-Matti Latvala added:
“We are really happy to continue with the
same drivers who have been performing
strongly for us over recent seasons, and
to have more drivers strengthening our
efforts for the full championship. Sami
has made great steps this year and we

are confident that he’s ready to move
up to the highest level.”

After taking four of Toyota’s eight wins
this year, Rovanpera said: “This year has
been quite different for me, driving a few
different cars and still winning some rallies
at the same time. It’s been a nice year,
but it’s also given me a lot of motivation
to return for the full season.”

It is anticipated that Ogier will contest
a more traditional partial campaign after
competing in 10 of 13 rallies in 2024.

Latvala will compete in the FIA European
Historic Rally Championship, driving his
own Toyota Celica ST185. As a result,
ex-factory Toyota driver and four-time
world champion Juha Kankkunen has been
named as deputy team principal to Latvala.
TOM HOWARD

F3 champ Fornaroli steps up for early debut at Rodin
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FORMULA 2

Recently crowned Formula 3
champion Leonardo
Fornaroli is to get an early
F2 debut when he steps
up for the final round of
the 2025 season at next
week’s Abu Dhabi finale.
The Italian (left) will slot
into the vacant seat at Rodin
Motorsport in place of Zane
Maloney. The Barbadian
will have his swansong F2
event in Qatar this weekend

before heading to Brazil for
his Formula E debut with
Lola-Yamaha Abt in Sao
Paulo, which clashes with
the Yas Marina F2 finale.
“It will be a big challenge
for me because this is my
first time in the F2 car
without any practice so
I have a lot to learn, but
I can’t wait for it,” said
Fornaroli, who already has
a deal with Invicta Racing
for the 2025 F2 season.
Rodin has also put a

driver in place for next year
in F2 in recent days, with
Australian F3 ace Christian
Mansell returning to the
team with which he raced
in British F4 and GB3 in
its former guise of Carlin.
Mansell is contesting the
final F2 rounds of this year
as a taster with Trident.
British F3 regular Cian
Shields makes his F2 debut
this weekend in Qatar with
AIX Racing, and will also
be on board in Abu Dhabi.
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Bell hangs up his helmet as a pro

SPORTSCARS

Rob Bell is drawing a line under

his successful sportscar career at the

age of 45. The winner of an overall
Blancpain GT Series Endurance Cup
crown and two Le Mans Series class titles
is hanging up his helmet to take up

a management role with McLaren.

The Briton will become sporting
director of the motorsport arm of
McLaren Automotive after 13 years on its
books as a factory driver. Bell moves into
the job as part of a management reshuffle
in which Ian James will take overall
control alongside his managing
directorship of McLaren in Formula E.

“I'm stepping down as a McLaren
factory driver and definitely retiring from
professional racing, though I'm not ruling
out the odd one-off,” said Bell. “I'm really
happy with my decision: I've had some
good times, enjoyed it a lot and had some
decent success, so I've ticked a lot of boxes.

“I always said that 45 would be a good
age to stop, so long as I had something else
to do. The stars have aligned at McLaren

yAUTOSPORT+

to allow it to happen the way I wanted.”

Bell revealed that “the race track will
primarily be my office”, and that one
of his key roles will be liaising with
McLaren’s customers in the GT3 and
GT4 categories as well as the one-make
Trophy series, which is expanding
into North America next year.

Bell cited his 2016 Blancpain title, won
in partnership with Shane van Gisbergen
and Come Ledogar driving a McLaren
650S GT3 for the works Garage 59 squad,
as the most significant achievement of
his career. “That was my biggest success
because the series was so competitive,”
he explained. “But in terms of memories
the fondest ones are probably from my
time driving for Jim McWhirter.”

Bell described racing McWhirter’s
Ferrari 430 GTC for Virgo Motorsport and
then the JMW team established by the car
owner as a “real purple patch”. He took
back-to-back LMS GT?2 titles in the car with
Virgo in 2007 and 2008, and then missed
out on a third with the same car run by
JMW Motorsport by a single point in 2009.
GARY WATKINS
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WIGKENS T0 RAGE
GORVETTE WITH
HAND GONTROLS

IMSA

Robert Wickens will race in the
IMSA SportsCar Championship
next year in a Chevrolet Corvette
206 GT3.R equipped with hand
controls. The Canadian will
contest the five sprint rounds
of the series with DXDT Racing.
Wickens, 35, is graduating
to the GTD class of the premier
IMSA series after three seasons
racing Hyundai TCR machinery
with Bryan Herta Autosport on
the support bill in the Michelin
Pilot Cup. Wickens has taken
the class title in 2023 since
returning to the cockpit in the
wake of life-changing injuries
sustained in an IndyCar
accident at Pocono in 2018.
“This is the opportunity I
have been seeking for quite a
while now, and it wouldn’t be
possible without the support
from David Askew at DXDT,
Bosch [which has developed
the hand controls] and General
Motors,” said Wickens (below).
“To tick that box with a limited
schedule in 2025 is a huge step
towards achieving my goals.”
No team-mate for Wickens
has been announced. The entry
from DXDT, which is expanding
from GT World Challenge
America, will be raced in the
enduros by factory driver
Charlie Eastwood, Salih
Yoluc and Alec Udell.

GARY WATKINS
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Mini star Hall makes
BTCC move with Cupra

BTCC

The gripping 2024 title fight
notwithstanding, the British
Touring Car Championship
has copped some flak of late
for declining grids and a
perceived barrier to entry to
promising young talent. The
latest liaison confirmed for
2025 hints at a reversal of
fortune on both fronts.
Exciting Mini Challenge
runner-up Max Hall is
stepping up to race a
Cupra Leon for Un-Limited
Motorsport as that squad
expands from its single-car
BTCC bow in 2024 to field
two entries. The West
Country racer will be just
18 years old when he lines
up for the first race, after a
single season in the elite JCW
series of the Mini ‘pyramid’.
The deal has been put
together following two test
sessions, both at Brands
Hatch. “T am so excited,” said
Hall. “The tests were really

encouraging. The car is
really nice to drive - it’s a
purpose-built race car. After
finishing runner-up in Mini
Challenge as a rookie, there
was not a lot of point doing
it again. You've got to move
onto bigger things.”

Un-Limited boss Bob
Sharpless added: “He’s done
well in the testing with
competitive lap times, and his
family are really keen. They
want to do a lot of testing for
the winter and really push
for the Jack Sears title.”

The smart money is on
Un-Limited’s 2024 driver,
Daryl DeLeon, potentially
making a big-time move
to the West Surrey Racing
BMW squad. WSR chief
Dick Bennetts confirmed
that DeLeon, who became
something of a cult hero with
the crowds for his spirited
performances, is one of
“several drivers” the team
has been in contact with.

In turn, speculation

JEP

Hall (inset) is {
. making step up
in Un-Limited Cupra
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to claim his third Mini title
before starring on his BTCC
entry in the final three

suggests that Dexter
Patterson, who detoured
into GT4 in 2024, is in line

for a return to the Cupra
weaponry he drove with
Team Hard in 2023. The Scot
has tested with Un-Limited
at Donington Park, and
Sharpless described him
as “quite a strong contender
at the minute”.

Dan Zelos, who beat Hall

rounds with an Excelr8
Motorsport Hyundai, said
that “the budget jump for

a full season is absolutely
massive, but we’ve had
positive discussions with
current sponsors and
potentially some new ones”.
MARCUS SIMMONS

Four-time champion Quintarelli calls time on career

SUPER GT decision to step down as “very difficult” but
added that he felt it was the “right moment
to step back and let a new legacy begin
with a new generation of drivers”.

After taking the 2004 All-Japan Formula 3
title, Quintarelli made his Super GT debut
in 2005 with the SARD Toyota team, which
he initially twinned with Formula Nippon
(now Super Formula) before being snapped
up by Nissan in 2008. From 2009 he focused

exclusively on Super GT, and it was with the
new MOLA team in 2011-12 that he won his
first titles together with Masataka Yanagida.

A further two crowns followed in 2014
and 2015 after he had stepped up to the
factory NISMO team, with Tsugio Matsuda
as his team-mate. Quintarelli and Matsuda
remained partners aboard the flagship #23
car until this season, when Katsumasa
Chiyo stepped up to replace Matsuda.

But the enforced switch from Michelin
to Bridgestone tyres following the French
marque’s GT500 exit last year has led to
a difficult season: Quintarelli and Chiyo
sit eighth in the standings with a pair of
™ second-place finishes as their best results.

Quintarelli’s retirement paves the way

for Nissan to reform the combination
~ that finished runner-up in both the 2022
! and 2023 seasons, Chiyo and Mitsunori
Takaboshi, aboard the #23 car in 2025.
& Takaboshi has spent this year in the
% sister car with newcomer Atsushi Miyake,
with the duo sitting fifth in the standings.
JAMIE KLEIN

Four-time Super GT champion Ronnie
Quintarelli has announced that his
glittering career in the series will come to
an end after next month’s finale at Suzuka.
The 45-year-old Italian is calling time on
a 20-year stint in the Japanese series, the
bulk of which he has spent as a factory
Nissan driver. Quintarelli described his

Quintarelli took second with

II Chiyo at Autopolis last month
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ROBB GETS JHR SEAT

IndyCar nomad Sting Ray Robb

will line up with his third different
team in three seasons next year.

The Idahoan, who raced with AJ Foyt
Enterprises this season, has returned
to Juncos Hollinger Racing, the team
with which he won the Indy Pro 2000
title in 2020 and took his first steps
in Indy Lights in 2021.

PALMOWSKI'S F1A GHANGE

GB4 Series runner-up Alisha
Palmowski will step up to current-
spec F4 machinery for the first time
this weekend. The 18-year-old
Lancastrian has been selected as
the wild card for the Qatar Grand
Prix-supporting F1 Academy round,
where she will fill the cockpit of the
‘extra’ car run by Prema Racing.

BRITS IN MIDDLE EAST F4

Palmowski’s predecessor in the F1
Academy wild card seat, Ella Lloyd, is
one of the Brits on the entry list for
the three-round Formula Trophy
Middle East series for F4 cars, which
kicks off this weekend at Dubai
Autodrome and then supports the

- -

TCR SPAIN British TCR battler Jenson Brickley was denied in his hopes for the Spanish title at Barcelona last weekend.
Instead, it was highly rated Argentinian youngster Ignacio Montenegro (pictured) who added the crown to his recent
Motorsport Games gold medal at the wheel of his ALM Motorsport Honda Civic Type R. Brickley took his Cupra to
ninth in race one, with third place for Montenegro lifting him into the points lead. Montenegro clinched it with a
fourth in race two, to Brickley’s 10th. Mike Halder won both races in his Honda. Photo by TCR Spain/Carlos Casimiro

Malcolm Gartlan 1939-2024

OBITUARY

As head of the British Saloon Car
Championship team that carried his
name, Malcolm Gartlan, who has died
at the age of 85, was a highly respected
figure among aficionados of the hairy
Group 5 and Group 2 tin-tops of the
late 1960s and early 1970s.

Malcolm Gartlan Racing was
synonymous with the late Australian
Brian Muir, who drove the team’s
Chevrolet Camaro Z28 to the title in
the big class of the BSCC in 1971 and
was a mainstay of the squad until it
pulled out at the end of 1973, at the dawn
of the production-based Group 1 era.

Gartlan, a builder and property
developer from Pershore, had competed
in rallies and sprints before turning team
owner, initially in sportscars with Lotus
Elan and then Ford GT40 machinery. For
1968, he entered the BSCC with a Ford
Falcon for David Hobbs. Two years later
came a full attack on the series with Muir
in the Camaro. Although they lost the
class crown to Frank Gardner and the
Ford Boss Mustang, they triumphed in
the Tourist Trophy round of the European

Touring Car Championship at Silverstone.
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Until the end of 1973, Muir would claim
a total of 22 race wins with Gartlan’s cars,
and not just in V8 Americana. In 1972, the
driver who went by the nickname of ‘Yogi’
was victorious in the Paul Ricard 6 Hours
ETC round, sharing a Ford Cologne Capri
RS2600 with John Miles. Gartlan’s team
bowed out with Muir finishing class
runner-up to Gardner (now in a Camaro) at

the wheel of a BMW 3.0 CSL Alpina (above).

Gartlan was unable to acquire the
backing necessary to operate at his
usual standards for the start of the
Group 1 era in 1974, but retained
a close interest in the sport.

Abu Dhabi GP and Gulf 12 Hours.
Lloyd lines up with Xcel Motorsport,
while Ginetta Junior runner-up
Chase Fernandez, who contested
two late-season Spanish F4 rounds,
is with the sister X-GP team. Other
past and present British F4 racers
entered include Gustav Jonsson,
Jimmy Piszcyk, August Raber,

Kai Daryanani and Fu Yuhao.

TITLE FOR BARRICHELLO

As well as racing in the Brazilian Stock
Car series, ex-Ferrari F1 hero Rubens
Barrichello has been a busy chap in
2024. He recently claimed victory in
the Porsche Endurance Challenge
series, after he and co-driver Werner
Neugebauer finished 13th in the
finale at Barrichello’s home track of
Interlagos in a dramatic race that
included a pitstop penalty and a
puncture. He then moved on to

the Stock Car round at Goiania last
weekend. Son Eduardo is one of nine
title contenders with one round to
go, as are Felipe Massa, Ricardo
Zonta and Daniel Serra.
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PHOTOGRAPHY

F1 QATAR GRAND PRIX PREVIEW motorsport

IMAGES

Losail

Length 3.367 miles
Numberoflaps57

. DRS detection
*++ DRSzone

UK START TIMES TYREALLOCATION

. HARD MEDIUM SOFT

Friday 29 November - - v

FP 1330

Saturday 30 November

SPRINT 1400 C1 Cc2 C3 c4 C5 INTERMEDIATE WET

QUALIFYING 1800

sunday 1December CHAMPIONSHIP POSITIONS

RACE 1600 Drivers Constructors :
EQ-LCSI:;::: :f £ LIVE 1 Verst.appen 403 1 McLar?n 608 §
BBC RADIO 5 LIVE 2 Norris 340 2 Ferrari 584
SPORTS EXTRA 3 Leclerc 319 3 RedBull 555
ki Highlights 4 Piastri 268 4 Mercedes 425
CHANNEL 4 2100 5 Sainz 259 5 AstonMartin 86

LOSAIL STATS

Previous winners Podiums
2023 POLE POSITION
2023 Max Verstappen Red Bull Max Verstappen MaxVerstappen 2
2021 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 1m23.778s Lewis Hamilton 1
Hamilton took POLELAP RECORD Oscar Piastri 1
2021 honours Max Verstappen FernandoAlonso 1
1m23.778s (2023) e — 1
RACE LAP RECORD
Max Verstappen

Flashback: Hulkenberg won
» in Qatar in GP2 Asia in 2009
e 5= . g

1m24.319s (2023)
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The job Norris still has to do

The McLaren driver needs to end the 2024 F1 season on a high, to enforce an

intra-team pecking order and build winning momentum to carry into next year

ALEX KALINAUCKAS

omethingimportanthappened for McLaren and
Lando Norrisatthe end of last weekend’s Las Vegas
S Grand Prix. That'sin addition to conceding the
world championship to Max Verstappen, which
hadreally gone in the wild Brazilian wetness
and the Dutchman’s brilliance there.

Thiswas Norris’slifting of his pace in hisfinal stint. His delta
tracks remarkably closely with the charge that Lewis Hamilton
produced to such acclaim while behind George Russell asthe end
oftherace approached. Finally, Norris had got the MCL38 working
around itstendencyto be “killing the fronts” on low-downforce
tracks. He did this by pushing the tyres harder from earlier, and
attimes bullying in oversteer to try to reach the critical tyre
temperature window he’d hitherto generally not attained.

His out-lap speed compared to his first was almosta second
quicker, with the need to treat the rubber gently here even more
urgent given the graining severity on the cool surface. He also
ignored a McLaren differential settings adjustment around
the wind picking up asthe stintwore on. Thiswas cutshortby
McLaren pitting Norris for soft tyres to successfully chase the
fastestlap point. That could yet be critical in its constructors’
fightagainst Ferrari come the Abu Dhabifinale next week.

“We spenttwo stintsjust graining front tyres, and at the third
stint, Lando tried something extreme,” explained McLaren

“McLaren’s ‘Papaya Rules’
requirements to favour the
Briton have been called off”

team boss Andrea Stella. “And it worked!”

Helping McLaren shed its occasionally severe grainingissue
when such circumstances arise - something Norris feels has
plagued the team’s packages since he joined the grid in 2019 - will
be critical in the expected 2025 multi-team title battle.

Not spendingthe first quarter of that season as he did in 2024,
with whathe called the fourth bestteam, and instead having “a car
we thinkwe can win a championship with from round one”, would
avoid the uphill sloghe faced once McLaren had upgraded its
MCL38into victory contention in May’s Miami GP. But, as
Verstappen hasjust brilliantly proved, off weekends such
asVegas cannot be included in a successful campaign.

Thisiswhythatlast Vegasstintis so mentally important for
Norrisand McLaren. Buthe hasachance to make further

important personal gains for 2025 even as the current campaign
wraps up. Because, for all his typically downbeat assessments
post-race in Vegas, 2024 can only go down as a positive for Norris.
He magnanimously said, about Verstappen, that “I'll probably look
backonalotin20yearsor 30years-thatIfoughtsuchadriver”.
Butso toowill Norris be able to regale of his Miami breakthrough
win and his subsequentdemolitions of the F1 pack atZandvoort
andin Singapore. He can also say he pushed Verstappen as
aggressively asthe Dutchman’s uncompromising style

requires and came outon top -ashedid in Mexico.

Over the final two rounds to come in Qatar and Abu Dhabi,
Verstappen will not give up on his questto end the season on 10
victories—and Red Bullis still lacking a dry-weather win since
SpaininJune. Here, then, isthe perfect chance for Norristo
lay down important markers ahead of 2025.

Verstappen himself takes this approach, and itwill be very
interesting to see how he and Norris fare around the changes to
F1’sracing guidelines expected thisweekend. Any further wheel-
to-wheel battle will live pointedly in the memory of each over the
coming winter break. But Norris also needs to leave 2024 with the
intra-McLaren momentum, too. Its ‘Papaya Rules’ requirements
to favour the Briton have been called off, which means Oscar
Piastriisunleashed to attack histeam-mate inthe same vein
asinthe Hungarian and Italian GPs, if he can.

Butthere’sonefinal reason why a golden end to a season s
critical for Norris’s 2025 hopesin the context of itavoiding such a
startnexttime. Itall centres on the momentum such astreak can
provide. Verstappen launched off a brilliant 2020 Abu Dhabi win to
take on Hamilton and Mercedes from the offin 2021. Buta further
five years backlies an even stronger example from Nico Rosberg.

Having been so cheesed off by his 2015 title defeat against
whatwas actually pretty outrageous driving from Hamilton at
the start of the United States GP, Rosberg channelled it remarkably
well. Notonly did he win the remaining three races, buthe keptthe
fireitlitburning for the following year. In the opening Melbourne
round of histitle campaign, Rosberg made sure he got his elbows
outagainst Hamilton at Turn 1. In doing so, he showed he'd made
good onthelessonhe’d had chucked athim in hatform before
the podium following that 2015 Austin defeat.

McLarenis expected to be the Qatar and Abu Dhabi pacesetter,
butit’salready warning about Red Bull’s prowess in high-speed
turns with those events in mind. Even though the 2024 title has
beenlostin good grace for Norris, there’s still much he can take
from whatisunquestionably his best F1 campaign to date.

There are close battles still to be drawn. -#

©) P16 LAS VEGAS GP REPORT
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A ‘broken’ system flourishing

The ladder to F1 cops flak for not working as some think it should, yet still delivers

drivers ready for the big time. Whether there are any vacancies is another matter...

SAM HALL

ormula2and Formula 3 existtosupplya
constant feed of up-and-coming driving talent
F to motorsport’stop tier, Formula 1. But with
some of the most promising names fading
into other categories after brief stints, or not
makingthe grand prix scene atall, isthe system broken?

The health of the ladder to F1is a constanttopic of debate, with
those who pay close attention to the juniorlevels often upinarms
when the F2 champion misses outon aseator, like the rare case
lastwinter, no drivers are promoted whatsoever. Twelve months
later, what many would have described as abroken system could
now be termed as flourishing, with Ollie Bearman, Andrea Kimi
Antonelli, Gabriel Bortoleto and Franco Colapinto all making
thedirectstep from F2to F1, while Jack Doohan returns from
areserverole totake Esteban Ocon’s vacant Alpine seat.

Explaining his metric of success, F2/3 CEO Bruno Michel tells
Autosport: “The mostimportant thing for usisto make sure that
thedriversthatwill be in Formula 1 are ready for Formula 1. That’s
our job and thatiswhere you can see thatthe pyramid is working
because when drivers are getting to Formula 1, they are ready.” To
thisend, F3and F2 serve different purposes. The formerisfamed
forits close-quarters racing with a busy grid of 30 cars, while the
latterintroduces strategy through pitstops and tyre management.

Addressing the frequent negativity surrounding the misfortune

“Maybe celebrate the rise in
quality and how that could
benefit motorsport as a whole”

14 AUTOSPORT.COM 28 NOVEMBER 2024

of driverswho are unable to make the step to the top tier, Michel
adds: “Formula 1 has got 20 seats and some yearsthere are seats
available, and someyearsthere aren'’t. It’s very simple. We have
yearsinthe pastwhere there are three drivers going to Formula 1
inthe same season - itwas [George] Russell, [Lando] Norrisand
[Alex] Albon. The year before we had Charles Leclerc, two years
after we had Oscar Piastri, sowhen thereisaseatavailable...”

With so many changes ahead of the 2025 season as F1 teamslook
to getyoung drivers embedded for the significant regulations shift
the following year, Prema Racing team boss Rene Rosin agrees that
timingisthe primaryissue facing those looking to make the jump.
“Tobehonest, tosaythatitis brokenisabig, bigword,” he replies.
“I'think thatin principle, the system works. There are some drivers
notin Formula 1thatdeserve to be there but of course, we always
have the question of time asthereisnotalways spacein Formula 1.
Youhave driversthat have multiple-year contracts, and if every
year you need to continue replacing them, itis not possible.
Soit’sjustaquestion of timing.”

The mostimportant people to consider in thisare the drivers.
Despite spending 2024 on the sidelines as Alpine’s reserve, Doohan
speaks positively on the existing system. “You can spend - like me
-sevenyearsto getin from the momentyoustep into asingle-
seater,” he points out. “Six years of racing to getinto Formula 1and
ifyou're not performing, like we’ve seen with even Nyck [de Vries]
and other drivers, you can be outin amatter of races. Soit'snotan
easy featbut Formula 3and Formula 2 definitely, without them,
Iwouldn’t have hit reality, Iwouldn’t have had to hit rock bottom
multiple timesto bounce back and get me to where I am today.”

Sonow, we mustassess whether theladderisbroken. It’s easy
tostatethatthere are tweaks and fixes that need to be made, but
it's difficultto see exactly how this could happen for the better
aside from introducing an enforced promotion for the champion
—although the implementation of such a scheme would be so
fraughtwith issues thatitwould be acomplete non-starter.

Whatneedstobe accepted isthatthe feeder championships
existforavery clear reason: to create F1-ready drivers. With one
ortwo minor exceptions, thisislargely whatis achieved. Sono, the
systemis notbroken. And it should be said thatalthough adding
anotherteamtothe F1grid would ease the short-term problem,
itwould notbe along-term fix - butthat’s another topic!

It'ssimilarto Premier League football. If the talent level of each
squad’sstarting 11 keepsincreasing, then players who would
previously have made the cutare going to eventually miss out.
Instead, maybe we should be celebrating the rise in quality and
howthat could benefit motorsport asawhole, with World
Endurance, IndyCar and ahost of other championships
standing to benefit from this surplus of high-level talent. #
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Dearreader,

Autosportwill celebrate its 75th birthday in 2025 and will start an exciting new era as it does
so. Aswell as marking the special occasion on autosport.com and the Autosport Podcast,
the magazine will begin a significant new chapter of its life.

From January, Autosport magazine will become a monthly publication. News and reports
from all the big motorsport events will appear on our website, while in-depth and premium
articles - including interviews, track tests, historic features, analysis and opinion - will be in
the magazine, which will also feature incredible photography on high-quality paper. “We
shall feature personalities, their activities and their cars,” wrote founding editor Gregor
Grantinthe firstissue of Autosport, and we still hold the same aims and values today.

The medialandscape has changed considerably since the first weekly issue appeared on
Friday 25 August 1950. Live TV, streaming, websites and social media means coverage of
major series can be consumed almostinstantly. A printtitleisnolonger the main place
tofind outwhat has happened, but we believe it can still surpass other types of media
when it comes to the who, how and why.

Autosporthas always tried to cover the full breadth of motorsport, and the magazine will
continue todo so. Formula 1, sportscar racing, touring car competition, rallying, the junior
single-seater ladder and UK club motorsport will all be covered in the premium monthly.

Aswell as creating a special magazine, we will expand our coverage across online, podcast
and video platforms during 2025. We’re also pleased to announce that we will launch a
National motorsport newsletter so you can keep track of all the best stories from UK club
competition. That means there will be many more ways to enjoy Autosportthan ever
before - or that could possibly have been imagined in 1950.

Thank youtoyou, the reader, for helping us toreach thislandmark and embarkon a
new-yet-familiar Autosportera. We hope you’ll enjoy it as much as we will.

vAUTOSPORT +

ot Subscribe to
Autosport Plus

(=] =]

Kevin Turner
b Chief Editor

’ kevin.turner@autosport.com

28 NOVEMBER 2024 AUTOSPORT.COM 15



RACE CENTRE

FORMULA 1

RUSSELL PROVES A POINT AS
VERSTAPPEN MAKES IT FOUR

Mercedes was unexpectedly dominant on the streets of Las Vegas

but Max Verstappen did enough for his fourth consecutive F1 title

JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE

molorsport
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STAT
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Mercedes is the fourth
team to scorea1l-2in
a GP this season



Above:

Red Bull’s second
four-time champion;
main: Russell showed

title-winning
capacity
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RACE CENTRE LAS VEGAS GP

asVegas: a city defined by the intangible element of
luck. Those who enjoy Lady Luck’s kiss of fortune
baskinthe sodium lights of the strip’s myriad casinos,
while those unlucky souls are doomed to walk the cold,
windy streets asthe desertheatjoinsthe sunin falling
behind the horizon. And, as the competitive order of
the 2024 Formula 1 season has become increasingly
comparable to a slot machine, onlyluck seemsto
have anyinfluence over the entropy.

Sure, you make your own luck. Max Verstappen
did that earlierin the year; he’d pounced on a once-
competitive Red Bull RB20 in the early season and
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reeled off a string of victories. Seven wins from the opening 10 grands
prix suggested that 2024 was set to be another Verstappen benefit gig,
butitwas howhe handled the sudden turnaroundin fortunes when
Red Bull's development curve ran aground that clinched it. When you
can’twin, racking up the points and (generally speaking) avoiding
the pitfalls of overdriving mitigates the efforts of the other drivers.
AsRed Bull had to contend with the consequences of its
development falling the wrong way, Verstappen made sure
he gotthe best from himself. Now, he’s a four-time champion,
and he’sdoneitin acarthat’snolongerthe best onthe grid.
For George Russell and Mercedes? If you're feeling uncharitable,
you could suggest thatthe slot machine sometimes pays out. Butyou

i BN Russell took charge
f || immediately by acing
g "I his start from pole
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...asaflying
Leclerc usurped
Gasly and Sainz into
Turn 1 and set his
sights on the
Mercedes
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wouldn’t wish to denigrate the efforts of Mercedes atall, evenifthe were gazumped into the first corner by a neat-starting Charles
weekend came to the team unexpectedly. It's more akin to poker; Leclerc. Thisupped the challenge of the second hurdle, since the
the others might have had worse hands, but Russell was not drawn earlyindications were that Leclerc had the whip hand. The long runs
into the bluff-and-double-bluff nature of the game. in FP2 appeared to have Ferrariahead of Mercedes. The SF-24
Mercedes probably knew far more than it was letting on. It's well generally has a much more delicate touch with the suite of Pirelli
known thatthe W15 struggles in hot conditions; the car seemsto tyres, atacit effort from the teamto dispel the tyre-related woes
getmore energy intoitstyres, perhapsthrough runningits car on thatsapped atits performance during the previous two seasons.
the deck more than itsimmediate rivals, but this is susceptible to Butthat only worksifthe Ferrari hasits tyres broughtin gently.
inducing thermal degradation when track temperatures startto Leclerc’s one-stop victory at Monza worked because he had to
swing beyond the 30C mark. In alow-grip environment, however, conserve from the off, and he let his rubber get up to temperature
such asthe streets of Las Vegas, thisis a desirable quality. properlyto stave off the threat of degradation over the lengthy stint
When itrocked upin the first free practice sessionand on hards. Thistime, Leclerc didn’t do that - sensing an opportunity

demonstrated a clear edge over its competitors, there was perhaps a
little expectation within the team that the order would normalise and

Mercedeswould slip back. It'sbeen a frequenttheme for the Brackley &k HA M I I-'I'u N WAS 80 U PS E'I' 'I'H A‘I‘ H E
squad throughoutthe season; flatter to deceive on Fridays, disappoint
on Saturdays and Sundays. When it followed up its practice heroics on B H I E FI-Y c 0 N s I D E H E I] W A I-KI N G Aw AY
Thursday night with strong performances in FP3, itactually looked
like Mercedes might be able to make a decent fist of the weekend. B E Fu H E 'I'H E E N D 0 F 'I'H E YEAR 1
Russell made the most of that. In truth, Lewis Hamilton was
probably the quicker of the two over the weekend. The seven-time
champion was so upset by adismal round in Brazil that he briefly

considered walking away before the end of the year, buthe instead totakethelead inthe early stages, he put Russell under heavy

came out swinging. Buthe'd overstretched himselfin qualifying scrutiny atthe end of lap four.

and made a grand hash of histwo attempts ata flyinglapin Q3, Leclerc employed DRS along the Strip with a view to making the

while Russell keptit clean. “I knewifIdid a clean lap it would move workinto Turn 14, but Russell sagely held the insideline

be enough to secure afrontrow,” Russell mused, and so his knowing that the outside would have perilously low grip. For the

pragmatic flourish yielded pole. Briton, itwas about holding those key checkpoints during the brief
There were two obstacles for Russell to overcome in the opening siege. Leclerctried to hold the outside through the Turn 17 kink,

stint: acing the startand preserving thelead beyond the opening but Russell covered that. The silver-and-black machine then rolled

handful of laps. The short run to Turn 1largely took care of the first acrossthe start/finish straight and once more keptthe inside for the

obstacle, particularly when the duo of Carlos Sainz and Pierre Gasly tightleft-hander, which ultimately ran Leclerc out of useable road. »»
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Russell kept his
cool to fend off

Leclerc’s challenge,
which took its
tyre-life toll

Holding the outside line would have been like attempting to navigate
anicerink, and the Ferrari couldn’t digits skatesin to keepin touch.

This came backto bite Leclerc, whose tyres were battered and
bruised by the added exertion. They couldn’t sanction another
attempt to push Russell any further, and instead Leclerc started to fall
backwardsinto the clutches of team-mate Sainz. Two laps later, Sainz
had taken second and Leclerc was now easy prey for Verstappen, who
looked lively in the opening stint of the race on the medium tyre.

Without an expected assault from the Ferraris, whose promises of
agreater race pace versus their qualifying efforts never materialised,
Russell had thelicence in the openinglaps to take amore delicate
approach to hismediumtyres. “To be honest, stint one was
exceptional,” he reckoned. “I knew from there on in the only way we
would probablylose the victoryisifI grained the tyresand opened
themup. Soitwasjusta case of managing my pace, managingin
the right corners and bringing ithome.”

Atthisjuncture, Hamilton was stillamong the lower reaches of

Hamilton banished Brazil
blues having fun fighting
from 10th to second
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“ITWAS JUST A GASE OF MANAGING
MY PAGE, MANAGING IN THE RIGHT
CORNERS AND BRINGING IT HOME™

the points. Irked by his own profligacy in qualifying, he was seeking
to make amends. Once clear of Nico Hulkenberg’s Haas, Hamilton
eventually reeled off passes on Oscar Piastri, Yuki Tsunoda and
Gasly before the opening round of stops - the medium tyreslasted
scarcely anything more than 10laps for the cars ahead.

In warmer temperatures, Mercedes might have suffered a similar
fate, butthe cool track surface remained ataround 17C and therefore
negated the overheatingissues that Mercedes tends to face. The
Sainz-Leclerc-Lando Norris pack ahead were all struggling with
graining; Verstappen had rounded both Ferraris by the end of the
10th lap, butsoon dippedinto pitatthe end of his next tour before
he encountered the tyres opening up.

Both Mercedes could hangit out for alittle longer, and Russell
and Hamilton used up the tyre life they'd saved before making their
own stops on laps 12 and 13 respectively. This ensured that Russell
preserved anine-second lead over Verstappen when everyone had
cycled outin the stops, and that Hamilton could sit on the tail of
Norris - although the presence of the yet-to-stop Kevin Magnussen,
Valtteri Bottas and Franco Colapinto had initially flummoxed him.
He assumed that he'd lost position to the midfielders, but quickly
muscled his way through and got onto the gearbox of Norris's McLaren.

Norris, who had spent the entire weekend beset by front-tyre
graining, was no real threat to the pace of the Mercedes. Butthe
Ferrarisahead were harder to break down, notleast because Leclerc
was being pulled along with DRS from Sainz. To his credit, Sainzwas
also keeping a consistent vigil on Verstappen from two seconds
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- Noris ci)gged by

title #4 meant he wasn’t
going to defend too hard

behind the champion-to-be; the RB20 was not as dynamic on the
hard tyresasithad been on the softer compound.

The red cars and Hamilton remained in lock-step through the rest
ofthe middle stint, when it became apparent that the expectation of
aone-stop strategy waslittle more than mere fantasy. Thiswas the
transition point; Hamilton was in a conservative fifth place at the
time he called into the pits, but Ferrari’s dawdling over pit strategy
allowed Mercedesto gather the upper hand.

Sainz’s bargaining for a pitstop was influenced by the graining
problem emerging once more, but Ferrari was not wholly convinced
thatthe Spaniard had a big enough window to clear Tsunoda and
Hulkenberg, who were just over 20s further down the road. He
crossed the track to follow Verstappenin atthe end of lap 27, also
accosted by Hamilton, but bailed out at the last moment and did
anotherlap - giving up a place to the later-stopping Leclerc —
because Ferrariwas notready for him.

Thatthis wasn’tinvestigated by the stewards was of some
confusion, but Sainz got out of jail by not having technically
entered the pitlane. Regardless, he did Hamilton a favour. The extra
lap ensured thatthe #44 Mercedes claimed the undercut without
needingto spend anylonger looking atthe car he’ll drive nextyear.

“Wejustdidn’texecute avery good race,” Sainzsaid. “I think
we stayed out onelap too late on mediums, two laps too late on
hards. And by the time Iwas going to pit, we had this messy radio
communication inthe pitentry, which probably made melose
thatlap - Iwas completely grained.

“Thatmeansalotof race time that maybe would have meant we
could have ended up fighting Lewis. Butyeah, it just shows thatin
this sport, youneed to do things perfectly week in, week out. We've
been doingthingsreally well in strategy and on race management
allyear round. Buttoday wasn't our day.”

This gave Hamilton free rein to attack Verstappen, who sensibly did
not put up much of a fight. Owing to Norris’s struggles, Verstappen
already had thetitle in the bag and feltit was folly to compromise »»

LAS VEGAS GP RACE CENTRE

QUALIFYING

Afourth career pole position came as a surprise to George
Russell, who admitted that Mercedes had been caught off
guard by its surprisingly strong one-lap performance

at Las Vegas. Although it had been theorised that a cold
track would give Mercedes’ W15 a leg-up, given its frequent
problems with tyre overheating in warmer climes, the
Brackley squad did not anticipate leading all three

practice sessions before Russell’s run to pole.

Q3 had been delayed by Franco Colapinto’s heavy shunt
at Turn 16, which required repairs to the barrier, but this
scarcely put Russell off his stride. The Briton took the
advantage in the opening laps of the top 10 shootout,
setting a 1m32.811s to sit clear of Carlos Sainz and Max
Verstappen. This, however, fell nearly three tenths short
of Lewis Hamilton’s Q2-topping effort - although the
seven-time world champion had aborted his first Q3
run by going too deep into Turn 14.

Charles Leclerc then beat Russell’s time with his second
effort, finding 0.03s in hand, but this was then overshadowed
by Carlos Sainz’s next attempt. The Spaniard was almost 0.4s
up on his team-mate and
looked good value for pole.

In the meantime, Russell
had clipped the wall after his
opening run, and therefore
had a prolonged stay in the
garage as his team checked for damage and replaced
his front wing. Even without the opportunity for a build
lap, Russell nonetheless got his tyres switched on for a
session-best first sector and found a tenth over Sainz’s
benchmark to secure pole.

Sainz, whose front-row start last year was denied for a
power unit change after clipping a drain cover in practice,
atoned for that misfortune to start alongside Russell,
although a Ferrari 2-3 was interrupted by Pierre Gasly’s
brilliant run to third on the grid. The Alpine man secured the
best qualifying result of his F1 career with his lap to split the
Ferraris, starting alongside fellow Francophone Leclerc.

Max Verstappen crucially qualified fifth ahead of Lando
Norris. McLaren had struggled to keep its softer tyres from
graining, while the Red Bull driver had to overcome a
too-draggy rear wing. Yuki Tsunoda split the McLarens for
RB, taking seventh ahead of Oscar Piastri, while Hulkenberg
and Hamilton completed the top 10. Hamilton had his final
lap deleted for track limits, although it was already ruined
by a Turn 4 snap of oversteer. Sergio Perez, meanwhile,
was consigned to another Q1 elimination...

“Gasly secured the
best qualifying result
of his F1 career with his
lap to split the Ferraris”
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Hamilton rued dropping
the ball in qualifying and
the opportunity missed...
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on completing his task, and with DRS his vulnerabilities were well
known. In attempting to save on development costs, Red Bull had
never builta Monza-spec low-drag rear wing, so attempted to trim
outitslowest-downforce variantas bestit could. The two dipsin
thetrailing edge helped mitigate its straightline weaknesses, but
Verstappen crucially had little to defend with from Hamilton.

Hamilton was enjoying himself, a volte-face from his Interlagos
travails where he lumbered to 10th in the wet. “When you’re
progressing and moving forward, it's always a great feeling,” he
mused wistfully, delighted at the turnaround. “It felt very much
like my old days at Rye House [karting], starting at the backand
coming through, soitwas great.”

Since Leclerc had pitted justahead, Hamilton and Verstappen had
donetheir second stops atthe right time to gather an easy undercut
onthe Monegasque, who was furtherincensed when Sainz defied
ateam order notto passby... well, passing his team-mate. Leclerc
chose notto defend, butlater vented over the radio that “I did my
jobbutbeing nice f**** me over all the {******time”.

The path clear, Hamilton had an 11.2s deficit to Russell with 17 laps
to go. He tore into it with great gusto, sensing that victory could be on
the cards. Over the next five laps, he knocked that down to 7.8s, arate
thatwould putany attempts to overtake - if he could gettowithina
second of Russell -into the final couple of laps.

But progress started to stall. Russell wasin race management
mode, doing the laps he needed to ensure he had enough buffer to
ward off any assaultsin the final tours. He also admitted to “waiting
for somethingto happen”behind him, and wanted to ensure thathe
hadthe tyresto deal with any late surpriseslest someone smear their

...but was
happy for his
team-mate and to
have the chance to
deliver a 1-2 for
Mercedes

DUNBAR

machineryinto awall. Hamilton got the gap down to 5s over the next
fewlaps, and Russell was told to pick up the pace over the radio to
ensure histeam-mate’s progress flatlined. It proved thus; with three
lapsto go, Hamilton’s charge was over. His tyres were also starting to
grain, culminatingin alock-up at Turn 7 that costa couple of seconds
tohisyounger team-mate ahead. If the die was not already cast, ithad
beenthankstothat minor error; Russell chalked up the third win of
his career with a 7.3s margin over Hamilton.

While Russell's mind was on the post-race party, Hamilton had a
fleeting thought of where he’d have ended up if qualifying had been
amore felicitous pursuit. “If I'd done my job yesterday, it would have
beenabreezetoday,” he contended in the post-race interviews,
butlater took a more conciliatory stance. “It doesn’t really matter,

TRACK MAP

LasVegas

Length 3.853 miles
Numberoflaps 50

12

(®) DRS detection
* DRSzone
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doesit?” he countered. “Atthe end of the day, George did a greatjob,
did everything he was supposed to do, and I'm happy for him and I'm
justgrateful I could get back up there to supporttheteamwitha1-2.”

The Ferrarishad long fallen out of the victory chase, butatleast
had the performance for a podium challenge. In thatfinal stint, Sainz
and Leclerc began to press Verstappen, who asked whether he should
offer some degree of defence from the rapidly approaching red blurs
inhisrear-view mirrors. Race engineer Gianpiero Lambiase
responded in the affirmative, giving the illusion that Red Bull
was still interested in contesting the constructors’ championship.

Verstappen did not force the issue with either Sainz or Leclerc
throughoutthe final 101aps, so Sainzcollected third from the
Dutchman with little opposition. Leclerc took fourth a few laps
later. Finishing ahead of Norris was the sole aim, and Verstappen
hadthat covered by some margin.

He admitted hisrelief thathe’d secured a fourth championship
onthe spin, given the growing threat of McLaren and Norris through
the middle period of the season. But, as Verstappen explained, Red
Bull took the upper hand in that battleground by making the most
of aless-performant car, while McLaren struggled to grasp every

Verstappen demoted by Sainz

8 in closing laps, then Leclerc
\ R

“INTHOSE TOUGH RAGES WHERE WE
WERE DEFINITELY NOT THE FASTEST GAR,
WE KEPT ITTOGETHER AS A TEAM™

opportunity with the enormity of challenging for a drivers’ title.

“We hit the ground running well, but then we had alot of tough
races,’ said the 27-year-old. “And thatis something I'm very proud of,
inthose tough races where we were definitely not the fastest car, we
keptittogether asateam. We worked very hard back at the factory
aswell, remained calm, most of the time. And we barely made any
mistakes. We really maximised or even overperformed in some
places. Plus, our opposition in a few places definitely didn’t grab the
pointsthatthey should have. And all those things, of course, matter
atthe end of the day when you fight for achampionship.”

See, you make your own luck. Verstappen made his, which is why
he nowjoins Sebastian Vettel and Alain Prost on four world titles;
only Lewis Hamilton, Michael Schumacher and Juan Manuel
Fangio sitahead of him in the pantheon of champions past.

But Russell also made his own luck in Las Vegas. Mercedes
surprised itself with its performance in Sin City, but Russell knew
this presented an exercise in taking the opportunities that presented
themselves. He managed those opportunities perfectly, showing
Hamilton the value of those Q3 missteps and demonstrating that,
in such conditions, Russell can manage a victory
fromthe front perfectly rather than simply
becoming a master of others’ misfortune. N E

And, if Mercedes findsitselfin a title X T
battle once again, Russell hasall the F 1 H E PU HT
attributes needed to spearhead that
charge. Hamilton’s departure to Ferrari Qatar Grang Prix
for2025might be aloss, but Russell has 1 December
proven with his Vegas victory thathe issue
canfill thatvoid. #
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ALPINE EMPTY
HANDED DESPITE
GASLY STARRING

Alpine left last weekend’s

Las Vegas Grand Prix with no
points to show for its efforts
after Pierre Gasly qualified
third. It was a result the
Frenchman said was a
“tough one to swallow”.

Gasly had nailed the tricky
tyre warm-up challenge in
qualifying and ran in the top
six in the race before pitting on
lap 10 of 50. He had expected to
fall back from his high grid
position as the quicker cars of
Max Verstappen, Lando Norris
and Lewis Hamilton arrived,
with seventh the best he could
realistically target in a race
with no safety cars.

Gasly entered the pits just
ahead of his main rival, Yuki
Tsunoda, but got jumped by the
RB driver, who clattered the pit
exit speed limiter board as he
ran ahead of the Alpine on the
edge of the fast lane of the
pitlane after he was released
justin front. This left Gasly
fuming about an “unsafe
release” on his team radio, but
it didn’t matter - he was soon
experiencing a power loss
that eventually resulted in
a smoky engine failure and
his retirement on lap 15.

In the other A524, Esteban
Ocon ran solidly in 11th, but the
non-appearance of the Alpine
mechanics in the pits when he
was called in on lap 11 while
chasing Nico Hulkenberg
meant an extra pitstop after
what he called “a drive-
through for nothing”. He
eventually finished 17th.

SBLOXHAM
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McLaren suffers in Las Vegas’s
cool, low-grip conditions

McLaren suffered its worst race result in
the dry since it upgraded the MCL38 for
May’s Miami Grand Prix. Lando Norris
finished sixth in Las Vegas, with Oscar
Piastri claiming seventh.

“When the track grip is low, our car
suffers a little bit; it's not generating much
grip from the tyres in these conditions,”
said team principal Andrea Stella.

McLaren feels this is down to not
spending much of its development time
overall in this rules era on optimising a
low-drag configuration, with the team
also having to adapt its ‘mini-DRS’ skinny
rear wing after it won in Baku in September
- the last track dominated by long
straights before Vegas.

Stella also claimed that “Lando is
a driver that is quite demanding on
the front tyres”, and so this “tends to
aggravate the limitation on the front
tyres” in the cool conditions such as
the F1 field encountered last weekend.

Max Verstappen is the

sixth driver to secure a
fourth Formula 1 world
championship, following
Juan Manuel Fangio (1956),
Alain Prost (1993, pictured),
Michael Schumacher (2001),
Sebastian Vettel (2013) and
Lewis Hamilton (2017).

From his sixth-place starting position,
Norris ran close with former title rival
Max Verstappen at the first corner, then
got dropped by the leading pack by 10
seconds through the first stint on the
medium tyres. He then fell to nearly 30s
behind the lead when on the hards -
where he was passed by Lewis Hamilton’s
Mercedes in the second stint — before a
breakthrough in his tyre treatment meant
his pace improved significantly to the end
and he began to close the gap to the front.

This can’t be seen in the final times - he
was brought in for a late third pitstop for
soft tyres and grabbed the fastest lap point.

Piastri lined up too far forward in his
eighth-place starting grid box and had
to serve a five-second penalty at his first
pitstop, after battling with Nico Hulkenberg
and Hamilton over that position early on.
The Australian fought back up the order
but was 22s behind Norris before his
team-mate’s extra late pitstop.




Misfortune for Williams
following Colapinto crash

Williams was another team leaving
Las Vegas wondering what might
have been after Franco Colapinto
crashed in Q2 and Alex Albon retired
with an engine issue while running
in points contention.

Colapinto’s 14th-place Q2 result
after he whacked the Turn 16 inside
wall and crashed hard on the exit -
triggering additional medical checks
before he was cleared to race - was
lost when he started from the pitlane
after Williams changed his brake

cooling duct specification, as well
as fitting a new gearbox.

He scrapped with the Saubers,
particularly Zhou Guanyu, who got
ahead for 13th on the final lap when
Colapinto slid luridly in Turn 3 and
was left with little defence. “I was
really struggling with the balance,’
he said afterwards.

Albon had risen from starting
17th when a problem he suspected
was similar to his FP2 fuel system
issue put him out.

FERNANDO
ALONSO
ASTON
MARTIN
DRIVER

You were the
only car starting on
the soft tyres - how

much of a difference did
that make to your race

and what was the plan?

We were different but | don’t
think it made really a big
difference - we just stopped
very early, which we could
have done also with the
medium if we started with
those. It was not a big benefit
on lap one or the start and
then we committed to stop
very early, but the pace was
much better in the race. We
were in the points until three
[actually five] laps to the end
so to finish so close to Red

Q&A

Bull [Sergio Perez],
the Haas cars,
[Yuki] Tsunoda
was a little bit
of a surprise.
The taste is
not great now
because there’s no
reward for P11 and | think
we deserve it because we did
a very good race to put the
carin P11. Hopefully in Qatar
we have another chance.

Was the early lap-four
stop because there was
so much graining?
Yeah, fronts and rears
on the soft.

Was the car happier on
the hard tyres for the
final two stints?

No, it was very similar. The
car just seemed a little bit
happier [in the race versus

R

| GALLOWAY

S

qualifying], maybe with the
fuel or something. Already
on the laps to the grid the
car felt a bit better. It was

a difficult weekend to
understand the balance, the
super-low grip level as well.

Does it say a lot about

this season that you’re
frustrated about losing

out on a single point?

Yeah, definitely - every point
is gold for us at the moment.
Even if we’re not fighting for
many important things, it’s
good to give something back
to the mechanics and to
everyone in the team after
all the struggles. There are
only two races left this year
but there’s a lot of trust in
the team and new people
and new ideas that will
come in the future. So,

we’re looking forward.

LAS VEGAS GP RACE CENTRE
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HAAS TAKES THE
INITIATIVE IN MIDFIELD
CONSTRUCTORS’ SCRAP

Haas left Las Vegas back ahead

in its tight scrap with Alpine

and RB for sixth place in the 2024
constructors’ championship, thanks
to Nico Hulkenberg overhauling
Yuki Tsunoda late on.

With Alpine’s promise disappearing,
Haas’s main challenge was to catch
Tsunoda, who had started two places
ahead of Hulkenberg in seventh on
the grid. After initially battling Oscar
Piastri and Lewis Hamilton behind
the RB driver, as well as Lando Norris
and Pierre Gasly, Hulkenberg had a
two-second deficit to make up on the
hard tyres for the final two stints.

A later first stop meant he climbed
through the order initially with Alex
Albon, before he got ahead of the
Williams driver on lap 22. In the
third stint, Hulkenberg cleared Liam
Lawson and Esteban Ocon on their
failed one-stop strategies, then closed
the gap to Tsunoda and passed him for
the eighth place he held to the finish
with a DRS run into Turn 14 on lap 44.

“I think that’s the best P8 we’ve
ever achieved,’ said Haas team
principal Ayao Komatsu.

In the other VF-24, Kevin
Magnussen was enraged with
Lawson’s defence over his ambitious
outside line attack at Turn 14 on lap
one - the same spot where Sergio
Perez passed them both in one move
on lap 37. Magnussen was the only
driver to successfully one-stop, using
this approach to recover his 12th
place starting spot by the end.

Just four points cover Haas, Alpine
and RB in the constructors’ table.
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RED BULL’S REAR-WING CONUNDRUM

LAS VEGAS GP TECH

STILL TOO MUCH DRAG
FROM REAR WING EVEN

WITH DEEPER U-SHAPED CUTS

didn’t do one for multiple reasons because of
budget and time - because when you do the rear
wing, you don’t do something else. It’s clear that
maybe it was a mistake, that’s something we
have to assess. We have to find a rear wing that
is better than what we have. It’s also not an easy
task, but I think it’s clear that’s something we will
study, that we dismissed this year and last year.”
JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE

Without a rear wing designed purely for low-
drag situations, Red Bull’s Las Vegas variant
featured deeper U-shaped cuts in the trailing
edge of the upper element - but the wing was
still too draggy to deliver any meaningful
performance on the Strip section of the course.
A medium-downforce mainplane ultimately
hurt the team with DRS applied, which Max
Verstappen reckoned cost him “two to three

tenths” over a single qualifying lap. Initially,
adviser Helmut Marko suggested that Red Bull
had brought the wrong wing, but it emerged
that the team had not developed something
of that scope - even its Monza wing was larger
than its competitors’ versions.

Technical director Pierre Wache explained that
this was down to not wishing to expend budget
and time on something with limited use. “We

FLOOR DEVELOPMENTS CONTINUE

Red Bull also added a small
revision to its floor for Las Vegas,
and did not seem content to wrap

up its development for the season.

Each floor may include four
fences either side of the car’s
centreline, one on the outside
and three enclosed between
that and the floor bib. There
are dimensional restrictions,
although Red Bull had raised the
upper edge of its second fence to
link up with the top of the floor.

The team’s pre-event technical
notes stated that “by elevating the
upper edge of the second (inside

AUSTIN

to out) forward floor fence,
a small vortex can be shed
to benefit the floor edge
downstream”. It is apparent
by the angle of incidence
that this vortex wraps
around the lower part of
the sidepod, which is used
to energise the flow in this
area and minimise a) the
frictional loss of energy

in the airflow’s transit,

and b) work the floor edge
wings harder to ensure the
underbody is working harder.
JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE

LAS VEGAS

UPPER EDGE OF SECOND
FLOOR FENCE RAISED
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RACE CENTRE LAS VEGAS GP

m 19 Bottas #77 m 17 Albon #23 m 15 Perez #11 13 Zhou #24 11 Ocon #31
1m34.430s 1m34.425s 1m34.155s m 1m33.566s m 1m33.221s
'y L4 F v ik v F L4 F Y v

20 Colapinto #43 m 18 Stroll #18 m 16 Alonso #14 = 14 Lawson #30 m 12 Magnussen #20
1m33.749s 1m34.484s 1m34.258s NMEEEEN®s 1134257 1m33.207s DG

FREE PRACTICE 1 FREE PRACTICE 2 FREE PRACTICE 3 SEASON STATS

POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME
1 Hamilton 1m35.001s 1 Hamilton 1m33.825s 1  Russell 1m33.570s S T PTS  finieH SESZ\TL
2 Russell 1m35.397s 2 Norris 1m33.836s 2 Piastri 1m33.785s 1 Verstappen 403 1 1
3 Norris 1m35.954s 3 Russell 1m34.015s 3 Sainz 1m33.918s 2 Norris 340 1 1
4 Leclerc 1m36.007s 4  Sainz 1m34.105s 4 Norris 1m34.008s 3 Leclerc 319 1 1
5 Verstappen 1m36.038s 5 Leclerc 1m34.313s 5 Verstappen 1m34.137s 4 Piastri 268 1 5
6 Sainz 1m36.218s 6 Gasly 1m34.651s 6 Hamilton 1m34.341s 5 Sainz 259 1 1
7 Alonso 1m36.262s 7 Magnussen 1m34.686s 7 Albon 1m34.407s 6 Russell 217 1 1
8 Piastri 1m36.451s 8 Piastri 1m34.798s 8 Colapinto 1m34.723s 7 Hamilton 208 1 2
9 Gasly 1m36.478s 9  Hulkenberg 1m34.818s 9 Magnussen 1m34.883s 8 Perez 152 2 2
10 Perez 1m36.5365 10 Tsunoda 1m34.997s 10 Gasly 1m34.905s 9 Alonso 62 5 3
11 Magnussen  1m36.811s 11 Bottas 1m35.020s 11 Hulkenberg  1m34.908s 10 Hulkenberg 35 6 6
12 stroll 1m36.817s 12 Ocon 1m35.221s 12 Leclerc 1m34.941s 11 Tsunoda 7 3
13 Albon 1m36.948s 13 stroll 1m35.251s 13 Perez 1m35.061s 12 Gasly 2 E
14 Ocon 1m37.152s 14 Alonso 1m35.440s 14 Ocon 1m35.460s 13 Stroll 246 8
15 Hulkenberg 1m37.200s 15 Lawson 1m35.671s 15 Alonso 1m35.938s —— - - .
15 Magnussen 14 7 7
16 Bottas 1m37.765s 16 Zhou 1m35.765s 16 Tsunoda 1m36.215s
. 16 Albon 12 7 T
17 Colapinto 1m38.025s 17 Verstappen 1m35.834s 17 Bottas 1m36.412s 17 Ricciardo 1 8 5
18 Zhou 1m38.350s 18 Colapinto 1m35.868s 18 Lawson 1m36.544s 18 Bearman 7 - 11
19 Tsunoda 1m38.574s 19 Perez 1m36.055s 19 Stroll 1m36.950s 19 Colapinto 5 8 9
20 Lawson 1m38.730s 20 Albon 1m39.629s 20 Zhou 1m36.988s 20 Lawson 4 9 5
WEATHER Clear, air 14-15C track 16-17C WEATHER Clear, air 12-13C track 14C WEATHER Clear, air 15-16C track 17-18C 21 Zhou 0 11 13
22 Sargeant 0 11 12
23 Bottas 0 13 10
SPEED TRAP (QUALIFYING)
CONSTRUCTORS’ PTS
Williams 221.5mph CHAMPIONSHIP
. 1 MclLaren 608
Alpine 219.3mph -
2 Ferrari 584
RB 217.3mph 3 RedBull 555
Ferrari 217.2mph 4 Mercedes 425
Aston Martin 216.7mph 5 AstonMartin 86
Red Bull 216.7mph 6 Haas 50
Mercedes 216.7mph 7 Alpine 49
McLaren 215.7mph 8 RB 46
Haas 214.2mph 9 Williams 17
Sauber 213.4mph 10 Sauber L
QUALIFYING BATTLE
Verstappen 21 1 Perez
Hamilton 5 17 Russell
QUALIFYING 1 QUALIFYING 2 QUALIFYING 3 Leclerc 13 8  Sainz
POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME Leclerc 1 0 Bearman
1 Russell 1m33.186s 1 Hamilton 1m32.567s 1 Russell 1m32.312s Norris 18 4 Piastri
2 Hamilton 1m33.225s 2 Sainz 1m32.711s 2 Sainz 1m32.410s Alonso 17 5 Stroll
3 Verstappen 1m33.299s 3  Russell 1m32.779s 3 Gasly 1m32.664s Gasly 10 10 Ocon
4  Leclerc 1m33.446s 4 Gasly 1m32.879s 4  Leclerc 1m32.783s Albon 5 1 Colapinto
5 Piastri 1m33.450s 5 Leclerc 1m33.016s 5 Verstappen 1m32.797s Sargeant 0 13 Albon
6 Sainz 1m33.484s 6 Piastri 1m33.024s 6 Norris 1m33.008s Tsunoda 3 0 Lawson
7  Norris 1m33.592s 7 Verstappen 1m33.085s 7 Tsunoda 1m33.029s Ricciardo 5 12 Tsunoda
8 Gasly 1m33.691s 8 Tsunoda 1m33.089s 8 Piastri 1m33.033s Zhou 2 19 Bottas
9 Colapinto 1m33.746s 9 Norris 1m33.099s 9 Hulkenberg  1m33.062s Magnussen 4 14 Hulkenberg
10 Tsunoda 1m33.789s 10 Hulkenberg 1m33.114s 10 Hamilton 1m48.106s Hulkenberg 0 2 Bearman
GP qualifying sessions only, not sprints. Events
E ::‘l,:enberg 1:232222 E ;::;ussen 12§§§;iz WEATHER Clear, air 12-13C track 14-15C rer:oved)\//vhgen one.driveriyn ateaFr)n coulq not re?cord a
representative lap time for reasons outside their control
13 Magnussen 1m33.991s 13 Zhou 1m33.566s
14  Zhou 1m34.079s 14 Colapinto 1m33.749s WINS POLEPOSITIONS
15 Lawson 1m34.087s 15 Lawson 1m34.257s Verstappen 8 Verstappen 8
16 Perez 1m34.155s N EXT B AG E Leclerc 3 Norris 7
17 Alonso 1m34.258s T ::;:'i’:'ton ; :‘s‘:lcl ;
18 Albon 1m34.4255 €cember Piastri 2 I sainz )
19 Bottas 1m34.430s Qatar Gp Russell 2
20 Stroll 1m34.484s Losail Sainz 2
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STARTING GRID —

‘.‘ 9 Hulkenberg #27 m 7 Tsunoda #22 m 5 Verstappen #1 m 3 Gasly #10 “ 1 Russell #63
1m33.062s 1m33.029s 1m32.797s 1m32.664s 1m32.312s
'y L4 F v ik v F v F Y v
10 Hamilton #44 8 Piastri #81 6 Norris #4 a 4 Leclerc #16 2 Sainz #55
Ima.106s | IO,  miz0s. UEEe®e mosors UG e DEENGe 1540, OSSO

RESULTS ROUND 22/24 (50 LAPS - 192.60 MILES)

POS DRIVER

TEAM

FINISHTIME

LED TYRES

LAP CHART

1 2 3 456 7 8 91011121314151617 1819 20
1 GeorgeRussell(GBR) Mercedes 1h22m05.969s 49 Mu,Hu,Hu < g < .
2 LewisHamilton (GBr) Mercedes +7.313s 1  Mn,Hu,Hu = v § " 3 - £ 5 § < ° " ‘é‘
. . @ N >Xgw - Q5 Y= cc5a0NOWE=@g o
3 CarlosSainzsp) Ferrari +11.906s Mn,Hn, Hn § .E § g g ‘:6' § .g % g g o ° E g § § g g %
4 CharlesLeclerc(mco) Ferrari +14.283s Mn,Hn,Hn ENOJI>ZFATITO=ENIALITNA
G 63551016 1 4 228127 44 312024 3011 14 23 18 77 43
5 MaxVerstappen(NLp) Red Bull-HondaRBPT +16.582s Mn,Hn,Hn 1 63165510 1 4 22 81 27 44 31 24 30 20 14 23 11 18 77 43
6 LandoNorris (GBR) McLaren-Mercedes +43.385s Mn,Hn,Hn,Su 2 63165510 1 4 222781 44 31 24 30 14 20 1123 18 77 43
7  OscarPiastri (Aus) McLaren-Mercedes +51.365s Mn,Hn,Hn 3 63165510 1 4 22278144 312430142011 2318 77 43
8 NicoHulkenbergpeu) Haas-Ferrari +59.808s Mn,Hn,Hn 4 631655 1 10 4 22278144 312430201123 1877 1443
9  YukiTsunoda (Jrn) RB-HondaRBPT +1m02.808s Mn,Hu, Hu 5 631655 1 10 4 2281 27 44 31 24 30 20 11 23 18 77 43 14
10 SergioPerez(vEx) Red Bull-HondaRBPT +1m03.114s Hn,Mn,Hn Bl (631655 1110 4 22 81 iy 31 24 30 20 11 23 18/77 4314
11 FernandoAlonso (Esp) Aston Martin-Mercedes +1m09.195s Sn,Hu,Hu i 63NN 1 10 4 22 8144 27 31 24 30ggigy 23 18 77 43 14
A . 8 6355 1 16 4 10 22 44 81 27 31 24 30 11 20 23 18 77 43 14
12 KevinMagnussen (DNK) Haas-Ferrari +1m09.803s Mn,Hn
9 6355 1 104422168127 4 31241130207743231814
13 Zhou Guanyu (CHN) Sauber-Ferrari +1m14.085s Mu,Hu,Hn 10 63 1 5544 27 31 24 11 10 22 81 30 20 77 43 16 4 14 23 18
14 Franco Colapinto (ArG) Williams-Mercedes +1m15.172s Hn,Mn,Hn 11 63 1 4427 113120 77 24 43 55 16 30 4 22 10 14 81 23 18
15 LanceStroll(can) Aston Martin-Mercedes +1m24.102s Mu,Hu, Hu 12 63442711 1 20775543 16 4 22 10 14 31 81 23 24 30 18
16 LiamLawson (NzL) RB-HondaRBPT +1m31.005s Mn,Hu, Hu 13 44631127 1 551620 4 77 43 22 10 14 81 23 24 30 31 18
17 EstebanOcon (FrA) Alpine-Renault -1lap/+2.060s Mn,Hn,Sn 14 6311 1 552716 4 4420 77 43 22 10 14 81 23 24 30 31 18
18 ValtteriBottas (Fin) Sauber-Ferrari -1lap/+11.285s Hn,Mn,Hn A5 63NN 5516 4 44 20 5% N N SR 23 27 24 30|10]31 18
R  AlexanderAlbon (tHa) Williams-Mercedes 25 laps-power unit Mn,Hn 16 63 1 S9N 1650 NN NN SN 14 23 43 27 24 30 31 18
17 63 1 551644 4 11 22 81 14 23 27 2420 30 77 31 18 43
R  PierreGasly (Fra) Alpine-Renault 15laps-power unit Mn,Hn 98 63 1 551644 4 22 51 B 27 24 30 11 31 18 43 20 77
WEATHER Clear, air 17-18C track 17-18C 19 63 1 551644 4 22812327 14 24 30 11 31 18 43 20 77
WINNER’S AVERAGE SPEED 140.755mph FASTEST LAP AVERAGE SPEED 146.204mph. 20 63 1 551644 4 22 812327142430 113118432077
21 63 1 551644 4 22 81 23 27 14 24 30 11 31 18 43 20 77
22 63 1 551644 4 2281 27 23 14 24 30 11 31 18 43 20 77
23 63 1 551644 4 2281 27 23 24 14 30 11 31 18 43 20 77
Pos DR'VE_R TIME oAP HAP GRID PENALTIES 24 63 1 551644 4 228127 23241130 31 14 18 43 20 77
; ::;:'i-:ton 1222-222 " 6;045 451(1) :g;;ﬁi :&5&22 r|1:ietnalty- 25 63 1 551644 4 2227 8124 11 30 312318 43 14 20 77
' ’ 26 63 1 551644 4 22 27 11 24 30 31 18 81 43 14 20 77
3 Leclerc 1m35.674s +0.798s 40 elements used
COLAPINTO required to start from 27 6316 1 5544 4 2227 11 24 30 31 18 81 14 20 77 43
4 Russell LSS, CLIS ). SRS 20 the back - car modified under parc 28 631655 4 1 4422 27 11 24 31130 81 18 14 20 77 43
ol LS - S 020 R, ferme conditions and restricted- 29 6316 4 1 44 552722 11 24 31 30 81 14 20 77 43 18
6 Verstappen 1m36.248s +1.372s 43 number components used 30 6316 1 4 44 5527 11 24 31 81130 22 14 20 77 43 18
7 Zhou LTS 2as ol <8 RACE PENALTIES 31 6316441 5527 4 11248131 30 22 14 20 77 43 18
8 Perez 1m36.326s  +1.450s 42 PIASTRI five-second penalty 32 6344 1 551627 4 11 81 24 31 30 22 14 20 43 77 18
3 Ocon Im36.511s  +1.635s 47 for incorrect starting position 33 6344 1 5516 4 27 8124 31 30 22 14 20 11 43 77 18
10  Alonso 1m36.553s  +1.677s 39 34 6344 1 5516 4 813122302724 1420 11 43 77 18
11 Magnussen 1m36.557s  +1.681s 49 35 6344 1 5516 4 8122 31 3027 14 20 11 43 24 18 77
12 Hulkenberg 1m36.585s +1.709s 48 36 6344 1 5516 4 812227311430 201143241877
13 Piastri 1m36.598s +1.722s 44 37 6344 1 5516 4 812227 1431 11 30 2043 24 18 77
14 Bottas 1m36.601s +1.725s 46 38 6344 1 5516 4 812227 143111204330241877
15 Colapinto 1m36.867s +1.991s 37 Verstappen is the 39 6344 1 5516 4 8122271411 31204324183077
16 Tsunoda 1m36.957s  +2.081s 48 third driver to clinch the 40 6344 1 5516 4 812227 14 11 20 31 43 24 18 30 77
17 Lawson 1m36.980s  +2.104s 45 AL Ly T 41 6344551 16 4 8122 27 14 11 20 43 31 24 18 30 77
18  stroll 1m37.179s  +2.303s 43 Nz;::sz::tzgg‘g'zﬁ | 42 634455 1 16 4 81 22 27 14 11 20 43 31 24 18 30 77
19 Albon 1m38.008s +3.132s 21 Keke Rosberg (1982) 43 634455 1 16 4 81 2227 1411 2043 3124183077
20 Gasly 1m38.314s +3.438s 13 44 634455 1 16 4 81 27 22 14 11 20 43 24 31 18 30 77
45 634455 1 16 4 81272211 14 2043 2418313077
46 63445516 1 4 812722111420432418303177
TYRES 47 63445516 1 4 812722111420432418303177
48 63445516 1 4 812722111420432418303177
KEY: H-Hard M- Medium S-Soft I-Intermediate W-Wet n-Newset u-Used set B 63445516 1 4 812722 11 14 20 43 24 18 3031 77
H"\rRD ME'%'UM sngT 50 63445516 1 4 812722111420 2443 18 30
o o O O O o o KEY: 1 Classification 1 Lapnumber G Starting grid
77 Lapped 14 Pit entry 27 Overtook

81 Overtaken

10: Retirement
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RACE CENTRE LAS VEGAS GP

RED BULL

MAX VERSTAPPEN

Started 5th——Result5th

Score lowering

comes from

qualifying where

he was fifth when
better was possible.
Survived start scares
in pack, then had to do
a lot of fine overtaking
around managing
medium tyres. Less
happy on hards and
slipped back to fifth,
but judgementin
prioritising sealing of
title very positive.

LANDO NORRIS

Started 6th——Result6th

Underwhelming
weekend overall,
blamed on car
performance.
Understeer was the
problem throughout.
Held position at start,
then passed Gasly and
later Magnussen, but
was dropped by the
lead fight. Pace
transformed with
more aggressive
driving on rubbered-in
track. Came too late.

LAS VEGAS GP
DRIVER RATINGS

It’s a perfect 10 for Russell after a commanding pole to flag performance

SERGIO PEREZ

Started15th-Result10th

Another shocking
qualifying
performance,
dumped out
in QL. In the race,
climbed from 15th to
rescue final point, but
rued starting on hard
tyres after he couldn’t
keep them alive before
track rubbered in.
Made a thrilling
double pass on
Lawson and
Magnussen.

OSCAR PIASTRI

Started 8th——Result7th

Behind Norris in
Q3 with same
tyre and front-
end struggles,
but was critically also
behind Tsunoda’s
slower RB. Lined up
too far forward in his
grid box and so earned
a penalty. Passed
Alonso and Bottas in
second stint, then rose
ahead of Lawson, Ocon
and Zhou to recover
seventh in final stint.
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ALEX KALINAUCKAS
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LEWIS HAMILTON

Started10th—Result2nd

Brilliant race

drive. Initially

bottled up

behind Piastri
but eventually got
past with DRS run to
Turn 14, then also got
somewhat stuck
behind Leclerc. But
pace unleashed in final
stint undercut him
ahead of Ferraris, and
then his DRS-blast
pass on Verstappen
was calm.

ASTON MARTIN

FERNANDO ALONSO

Started16th-Result11th

Struggled to
warm soft tyres
in qualifying. In
therace, was
surprise starter on
softs and used them to
get past Perez and
Magnussen, which was
part of Aston’s strategy
to deploy the hards.
This undercut lifted
him up the order,
but the long stints
meant Perez swooped
ahead late on.

GEORGE RUSSELL

Started1st——Result1st

Keeps the
maximum
because Q3
wallstrike got
repaired and didn’t
stop his run to superb
pole. Aced start, saw
off Leclerc feistily, and
then lifted pace after
bedding medium tyres
in well - this made
the difference given
Hamilton’s later
charge. Never
looked ruffled.

LANCE STROLL

Started18th-Result15th

Missed most of
Q1 for hurried
ERS repair. Lost
radio link to
team on lap one,
which meant it didn’t
know he was stopping
to shed medium tyres
and he sat for 20 extra
seconds. Pitboard
communication
meant second-stop
normality, while his
pace was enough
to beat Lawson.

on the Las Vegas streets, while Sainz and Hulkenberg get closest

FERRARI

N

CHARLES LECLERC

Started4th——Result4th

Struggled in

qualifying to get

front tyres to

work. Brilliant
race start and pushed
to attack Russell, but
hurt medium tyres. Let
Sainz through, with
Verstappen breezing
past too, but Leclerc
had better pace on
hards. Waved past
Sainz but was attacked
after second pitstop,
to his fury.

ALPINE

-.....#l‘.

PIERRE GASLY

Started3rd ResultR

High score
preserved
because it was
such a good lap
to net third in Q3.
Equally impressive
was how his lack of
additional new softs
meant no sighter.
Overcome by faster
rivals in first stint, plus
Tsunoda beat him out
of pits in his real
contest, which was
ended by engine issue.

|

= -

CARLOS SAINZ

Started2nd—Result3rd

Just 0.098s shy
of pole. Misses
maximum for
being slightly too
ambitious at start and
sliding, which allowed
Leclerc’s stunning
rise. Also, pace and
degradation on hards
wasn’t as good as
Leclerc’s. It was his
prerogative to ignore
Ferrari’s team orders
farrago in the third
stint and it paid off.

l;

-
e N

ESTEBAN OCON

Started11th-Result17th

Preserved 11th
through first
stint, but efforts
undone by
turning up to first
pitstop and finding no
mechanics ready,
despite being called
in. Emerged 19th on
hard tyres, and passed
Lawson on one-stop
attempt. But this failed
and he slid backwards.
Lapped after late
pitstop for softs.
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ALEX ALBON

Started17th ——ResultR

Felt being

backed up

meant he was

much slower on
last Q1 prep lap than
targeted, and so was
0.7s down on previous
PB by Turn 3. In the
race, made positive
progress at the start
and was gaining with
aggressive undercut
strategy before
engine issue forced
his retirement.

HAAS

KEVIN MAGNUSSEN

Started12th-Result12th

Final qualifying

laps weren’t

good enough

for Q3 when
that was possible. Fell
back at start with poor
exitgripatTurn 1,
then outmuscled by
Lawson and was on
receiving end of Perez
double pass later. Pace
on sole one-stopper
was strong enough to
recover to his starting
position by the end.

\l

FRANCO COLAPINTO

Started20th-Result14th

Q2 crash was so

costly - itundid a

weekend where

he’d progressed
from Q1 when Albon
hadn’t - and had to
start from pitlane.
Chased Bottas in first
stint, then undercut
him and Magnussen,
before doing the same
to Stroll at second
stop. Passed Ocon in
third stint before Zhou
got him late on.

NICO HULKENBERG

Started 9th —Result8th

Misses maximum
because he felt
he could have
got close to
Tsunoda in Q3. Best
sectors bear this out.
Brilliant race drive.
Strong pace on long
middle stint combined
with successive DRS
Zone passes on
Lawson and Ocon,
and successful hunt
of Tsunoda later
netted him eighth.

8.0

7.0

6.0
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YUKI TSUNODA

Started 7th——Result9th

Excellent
qualifying. In
the race, barely
avoided wiping
out Verstappen at start
but was ahead of
Piastri through first
stint. His pass on
Bottas at Turn 14
following his first
pitstop was bold.
Piastri undercut
him at stop two and
Hulkenberg got
him by the end.
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LIAM LAWSON

Started18th-Result16th

Struggled

with low-grip

requirements

more than
Tsunoda, while Turn
14 slide on final Q2 run
meant aborting and
finishing 15th when
progression possible.
Very close to illegal
defences with Zhou
and Magnussen on lap
one. Adrift off Zhou in
first stint; later failed
bid at one-stopper.

TOP 10 AVERAGE RATINGS

and Colapinto (6.4)

Norris 7.9
Leclerc 7.8
Verstappen 7.7
Russell 7.4

Piastri 7.2

# AUTOSPORT’S RANKING AFTER ROUND 22*
* Excludes Ollie Bearman (7.7), Lawson (6.5)

Sainz 7.0
Hulkenberg 6.4
Gasly 6.2
Hamilton 6.2
Ocon 6.0

LAS VEGAS GP RACE CENTRE

Russell and Leclerc
entertained with
early-laps dice

ZHOU GUANYU

VALTTERI BOTTAS

Started13th-Result13th  Started19th-Result18th

Strongest Felt traffic
weekend since harmed final Q1
Bahrain, helped lap, but made

by Sauber’s new
floor. In race, shot past
Magnussen, then ran
in front of Perez. In
second stint, chased
Albon past Alonso,
before Perez and
Piastri came by. Got
Ocon late on, and
Colapinto’s Williams
when that was nearly
dropped in Turn 3.

point that the
session overall was
messy. Started behind
Stroll due to energy
store replacement
penalty. Couldn’t keep
hard tyres alive to
make one-stop work.
Tried to hold back
Colapinto to help
Zhou, but pace was so
poor he got lapped.

READERS’ RANKING AFTER ROUND 22*
* Excludes Bearman (7.5), Colapinto (6.6)
and Lawson (6.4)

GIVE Yoy
DRIVER lmnﬁas

f1
dnver-ratlngé /

Sainz 7.1
Gasly 6.1
Alonso 6.0

*
~
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=
—
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Leclerc 7.7
Verstappen 7.5
Piastri 7.3
Russell 7.1
Hulkenberg 6.7
Hamilton 6.4
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Missing out on
manufacturers’ title

doesn’t take shine off
Hyundai and Neuville’s

drivers’ crown joy

= = =

e —= 0 ™" W




WRC

Neuville crowned
at the last gasp

An early turbo failure jeopardised the WRC title favourite’s hopes on
Rally Japan. Then a final-day roll from team-mate Tanak secured
Neuville the drivers’ crown, but meant Hyundai lost to Toyota

TOM HOWARD

PHOTOGRAPHY McKLEIN

o be a world champion in motorsport requires
skill, resilience and mental fortitude. All of those
T attributes were in abundance at Rally Japan, where
Thierry Neuville finally realised his childhood dream
of being crowned as king after one of the most
dramatic season finales in World Rally Championship history.

The 2024 WRC season has been turbulent and somewhat
complex, thanks to its controversial new points system. But
in terms of drama and unpredictability, rallying’s top tier has
been off the charts, and Japan provided the perfect illustration.
Neuville and co-driver Martijn Wydaeghe were tested to the limit
and forced to again dig deep to lift rallying’s most coveted prize.
“We made it,” proclaimed the Hyundai star, who finally laid to
rest his ‘bridesmaid’ tag earned through five times finishing as
WRC runner-up. “I'm very proud and I'm very happy. It is just
a reward for years of fighting and never giving up.”

On paper, the culmination of the WRC drivers’ and
manufacturers’ titles seemed a foregone conclusion. Neuville
needed a mere six points to deny Hyundai team-mate Ott Tanak
and claim a career-defining crown, 17 years since he drove an Opel
Corsa at Rally Luxembourg in 2007. But in rallying there is always a
fine risk-versus-reward balancing act. The smallest issue can often
lead to larger consequences. “I'm excited, but excited to finish this
rally on a good note,” he reckoned prior to the start. “There is
nothing more we can do. Everything has been checked and
done and the unpredictability will be road condition.”

Likewise, in the manufacturers’ title fight, Hyundai appeared
in control with a 15-point buffer. It meant Toyota required an
“almost perfect” rally, in the words of team principal Jari-Matti
Latvala, to salvage silverware. But it seems that nothing has
been straightforward this season. And so it proved as Japan’s
asphalt roads offered one more drama-filled twist in the tale,
and a pressure-filled final-stage thriller that will be forever
etched in WRC folklore.

In its third year since its return to the WRC, Japan has become
renowned as arguably the toughest asphalt event on the calendar
courtesy of its demanding, twisty, leaf-covered ribbons of Tarmac
lashed with a myriad of grip changes. It’s also fast becoming
a blue-riband event in the nation, with popularity boosted by
local star Takamoto Katsuta, and hordes of spectators packing
into Toyota City to queue patiently for a glimpse of their heroes.

These folk packed into the Toyota Stadium for a head-to-head
superspecial stage to kick off proceedings that was won by the
M-Sport Ford of Adrien Fourmaux. It was another box tick for
his breakthrough season to lead a WRC rally for the first time in »»
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RACE CENTRE WRC RALLY JAPAN

- Evans may not have had

all the pace he wanted,
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what is tipped as possibly his last event for the team.

That overnight 0.5s margin over title contender Tanak was
short-lived. The 2019 champion maintained that his main focus
in Japan was securing the manufacturers’ title for Hyundai, but
there was still a slim mathematical chance lurking in the back
of his mind that he could steal the drivers’ honours away from
team-mate Neuville. The Estonian and Neuville, making the most
of their road positions, quickly emerged as the pacesetters, with
the pair sitting first and second after the event’s first traditional
stage: Isegami’s Tunnel - one of Japan’s most ‘haunted’ locations.

It appeared that the Isegami spirits had cast a spell on Toyota,
because the team’s manufacturers’ title aspirations were dealt a
severe blow with two of its three cars effectively taken out of the
victory fight. Sebastien Ogier’s run of bad luck continued when
he picked up a left-front puncture, costing him two minutes,
while Katsuta was able to nurse his GR Yaris to the finish with
a tyre off the rim. “I don’t know what to do at the moment - I'm
speechless honestly,” sighed Ogier. “We had a puncture two years
ago in the same area. It’s not easy to find motivation. It doesn’t
look so good at the moment.”

Everything was looking set for a relatively stress-free run to the
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Fine year for M-Sport’s
Fourmaux topped by
podium number five

“He kept his calm, and brought
the car back without losing his
temper, which is admirable”

title for Neuville, who won stage two and surpassed the team’s pace
expectations given the enormity of what was at stake. But in typical
WRC 2024 fashion, there was an unexpected curveball. Hyundai’s
reliability this season has been much improved, with the only issue
hitherto to affect Neuville’s i20 N a fuel pressure problem during
the brutal Safari Rally. Then, at the worst possible moment, his car
suddenly lost power in stage four (Shinshiro, 10.8 miles). A turbo
failure, the like of which the team had never seen before, offered
a glimmer of hope to Tanak, who realistically needed an issue for
his team-mate and to win the rally to stand any chance of snatching
the title. The problem also opened the door slightly for Toyota in
the manufacturers’ battle.

With only a tyre-fitting zone punctuating Friday’s stage loops,
Hyundai would be unable to fix the turbo. Neuville haemorrhaged

a mission after early
turbo failure blow




? calculated torque rate
to his Yarls S wheelnuts

more than seven minutes, ending the day outside the points paying
positions in 15th, the best part of eight minutes adrift, after nursing
a wounded car through five stages. Not for the first time in his
career, he had to fight to keep his dream alive. “It is the worst thing
that could happen to us this weekend,” he reflected. I would have
preferred to have a puncture than losing seven minutes with

a technical issue, but that shows that advantage we built up

over the year, those 25 points are really crucial.”

The turbo on Neuville’s car was brand new at the start of the
rally, which only added to the misfortune. Hyundai apologised
to Neuville, who somehow managed to keep his cool despite
admitting it was a “big hit” to this title hopes. “This is really a blow
and very frustrating as it puts us under pressure and in a difficult
situation, and for that we want to really apologise to Thierry,” said
Hyundai WRC programme manager Christian Loriaux. “Despite
the problem he still reacted in a very professional way and kept
his calm, and he brought the car back without losing his temper,
which is admirable.”

To add to Hyundai’s woes, Andreas Mikkelsen became the
latest victim of Isegami’s Tunnel. The Norwegian, competing
in what might be his last event for the team, misjudged a right-
hander through the second pass of the stage, and that had
significant consequences. Mikkelsen lost the rear, clipping the
bank, which then fired the car into the trees. While Mikkelsen
and co-driver Torstein Eriksen were unscathed, the stage was
red-flagged with the Hyundai blocking the road.

The one shining light for Hyundai was Tanak, who delivered an
inspired run through Friday’s stages to hold a 20.9s lead over Elfyn
Evans, who'd been left to lead Toyota’s charge. While Tanak was
doing all he needed to keep his faint title hopes alive, he professed:
“There is nothing to think about. Everything was looking under
control [for the team] and then sometimes you are amazed at how
quickly things can change around and you are on the back foot.”

After battling a brake issue through the morning, Fourmaux
benefited from an inspired decision from M-Sport to fit light pods
to his Ford Puma - and that of team-mate Gregoire Munster. Delays
caused by Mikkelsen’s crash meant the sunlight was fading rapidly,
and that, coupled with roads travelling through dense Japanese
forest, made visibility challenging. While the Toyota and Hyundai
drivers struggled, Fourmaux was able to climb to third, 0.1s ahead
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on the podium by ending **

the season with a win
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of Katsuta, who was under strict team instructions not to
take any unnecessary risk. The top six was completed by the
recovering Ogier and Munster.
At risk of ending Saturday without any points, which would
heap the pressure on scoring the vital six championship points
on Sunday, Neuville was now a man on a mission, with a repaired
and fully functioning Hyundai. The Belgian felt that ninth position,
which earns two points, was possible, but what eventuated far
exceeded his ‘never give up’ expectations. An inspired drive amid
huge pressure resulted in the championship leader setting a pace
close to that of leader Tanak. Seventh, behind an impressive
Munster, and a vital four provisional points was the result, meaning
only two points would be required from Super Sunday. “I'm not
sure we can cruise,” he warned. “I still need to drive fast on Sunday.”
The drivers’ and manufacturers’ title fights both looked
precarious as Tanak managed to fend off a charge from Evans,
who had cut his rally lead to 15.3s. The pair received nominal
times for stage 12 (Ena), which was cancelled before they could
tackle it. The reason for its cancellation was deeply concerning - an
unauthorised vehicle had managed to break through a marshalled
security checkpoint, venture onto the live stage, and drive 520
metres in the opposite direction. Luckily, rally control was alerted,
despite a series of communication failings, and red-flagged the
stage before Evans could start. It was the second time in three years
that a civilian car has managed to enter a live stage at the event. »»
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RACE CENTRE WRC RALLY JAPAN

Following an investigation into what was labelled as a “very
serious” safety breach by the FIA, the event organisers were
instructed to enact a contingency plan or risk the event being
cancelled entirely. A €50,000 fine and an additional €100,000
suspended fine were levied on the organisers after the rally.

Cutting Tanak’s lead to 15.3s was as close as Evans would get
to overhauling the rally leader on the road. Set-up struggles that
limited the rotation of his GR Yaris left the Welshman unable to
challenge an inspired Tanak, who was a comfortable 38s clear after
stage 16. It proved a lifeline for Hyundai’s manufacturers’ title bid
as Toyota managed to take four points out of the South Korean
marque’s lead, the gap standing at 11 points heading into the

“My feeling all the time was every
corner I saw, I felt our drivers
were going to go off the road”

final five stages. “It’s not impossible but it will need a maximum
performance from everybody and maybe a little bit of support
from Ford,” reckoned Latvala, who instructed his Toyota
drivers to go for maximum attack on Sunday.

The Sunday showdown started in spectacular style. Tanak’s
Hyundai understeered at a fast right on stage 17 (Nukata) and
rolled. Given how he'd dominated the rally, it stunned everybody.
“To be honest, it’s a complete f***-up and it shouldn’t have
happened,” fumed a dejected Tanak, whose retirement
meant his hard-earned Saturday points now went directly
to new rally leader Evans and Toyota.

It also meant that one title battle was over in an instant - and
Neuville’s realisation of his dream came when he received
perhaps the most memorable phone call of his career. “We were
preparing the car ahead of the next stage, and I got a call from
my assistant, and he never calls, so I thought something must be
wrong and we need to be careful,” smiled Neuville. “But I heard
a lot of people screaming behind so I understood it was good
news. It took a while to realise.”

The other consequence of Tanak’s crash was that Hyundai’s
manufacturers’ title hopes were hanging in the balance, to the
extent that it was level on points with Toyota heading into the
final stage of the year. “At least this most stupid points system
ever has delivered something!” quipped Ogier.

Without Tanak, Hyundai’s hopes rested on new champion
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Isegami hoodoo struck again
with puncture for Ogier before
he fought back to finish second ©

o RO !

Neuville - now in comfort zone to attack - and the returning
Mikkelsen, to go up against Evans, Ogier and Katsuta on the final
stage. Mikkelsen laid down a mark despite a brush with a tree,
before this effort was bettered by the unleashed Neuville. But

it was his perennial title rival Ogier who would steal the show
with a mesmerising run through Lake Mikawako (8.7 miles) to

pip the Walloon by 1.9s. It was enough for Toyota to snatch the
manufacturers’ crown from under Hyundai’s nose by three points.

“It has been an amazing story,” grinned Latvala, whose squad has
won every manufacturers’ crown since 2021. “It has probably been
the most difficult day of my career as a team principal because it
was so nervewracking to follow. My feeling all the time was every
corner I saw, I felt like our drivers were going to go off the road.

I was scared all the time, but they did a really nice job.”

To add to Toyota’s joy, Evans clinched his first win of the season
by 1m27.3s from Ogier, while Fourmaux held off Katsuta to claim
his fifth podium of a breakout season, with Munster equalling
his career best with fifth. “We maybe didn’t always have the
performance we wanted during the whole weekend, but we
kept trying until the end,” summed up Evans.

But the last word from Rally Japan belongs to Neuville,
who can now finally call himself a World Rally champion.

“I think I will enjoy it more,” he predicted. “There will be
a little bit less pressure now as the last box has been ticked,
and now everything will be a bonus.” #

12 December
issue
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STATS
RESULTS WRC ROUND 13/13, RALLY JAPAN, 21-24 NOVEMBER
POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER TEAM/CAR TIME
PAJARI CROWNED . ) .
1 ElfynEvans (GBr) Scott Martin (GBR) Toyota Gazoo RacingWRT /Toyota GRYarisRallyl ~ 3h23m41.0s
WRC2 CHAMPION
2 SebastienOgier (Fra) Vincent Landais (Fra) Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT / Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 +1m27.3s
3 AdrienFourmaux Fra)AlexandreCoria(Fra)  M-Sport Ford World Rally Team / Ford PumaRally1 +1m55.5s
4 TakamotoKatsuta rn)AaronJohnston(Ger)  Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT / Toyota GRYaris Rally1 +2m02.6s
5 Gregoire Munster (Lux) Louis Louka (BeL) M-Sport Ford World Rally Team /Ford PumaRally1 +3m11.5s
6 ThierryNeuville 8eL) MartijnWydaeghe (ger)  Hyundai Shell MobisWRT /Hyundaii20 N Rally1 +6mb54.1s
Nikolay Gryazin (rus) . .
7 e R DG Sport Competition/Citroen C3Rally2 +10m04.3s
8 SamiPajari (FiN) EnniMalkonen (FiN) Printsport/Toyota GRYaris +11m50.8s
9 HirokiArai (Jrn) Shunsuke Matsuo (JPN) Ahead Japan Racing Team / Skoda Fabia R5 +13m24.3s
10 GusGreensmith Ger)JonasAndersson (swe)  Toksport WRT 2 /Skoda Fabia RS Rally2 +14m15.8s
OTHERS

31 AndreasMikkelsen (Nor) Torstein Eriksen (Nor) HyundaiShell MobisWRT /Hyundaii20 N Rally1 +1h32m01.7s

R OttTanak (est) Martin Jarveoja (EsT) Hyundai ShellMobisWRT /Hyundaii20NRallyl ~ SS17-accident

Sami Pajari rounded off a breakthrough
season by securing the WRC2 crown before

graduating to Toyota’s factory World Rally STAGE TIMES
line-up for next year. STAGE FASTEST LEADER SECOND
To seal the title, Pajari and co-driver Enni SS1Toyota Stadium SSS 1 (1.34 miles) Fourmaux 1m44.4s Fourmaux Tanak+0.5s

Malkonen needed to finish either first or

second in Japan to deny Oliver Solberg, who
headed the standings but was absent from SS3Inabu/ Shitara1(12.04 miles) Ogier12mi4.8s Tanak Neuville +1.9s
the entry list having already completed the
required seven points-scoring rounds.

A puncture on stage two threatened to

drop the duo out of second spot behind SS61Inabu/Shitara2 (12.04 miles) Tanak 12m00.1s Tanak Evans+20.4s
early leader Nikolay Gryazin. The pressure

SS2Isegami’s Tunnel1(14.71 miles) Neuville 18m27.4s Tanak Neuville+0.5s

SS4 Shinshiro1(10.82 miles) Evans9m49.7s Evans Tanak+0.7s

SS51segami’s Tunnel 2 (14.71 miles) Tanak 18m03.2s Tanak Evans+13.7s

) SS7 Shinshiro 2 (10.82 miles) Evans9m45.5s Tanak Evans+20.0s
was eased when Gus Greensmith found
a rock face in stage three, which halted SS8 Okazaki$SS1(1.58 miles) Katsuta2mO01.1s Tanak Evans+21.0s
b
the Brit’s hopes of leapfrogging Pajari.
S SS9 Okazaki SSS 2 (1.58 miles) Fourmaux, Katsuta Tanak Evans+20.9s

From there, Pajari delivered a calculated
and error-free drive to finish second,

and Evans2m01.9s

. . . . SS10MtKasagil (10.23 miles Evans12m04.3s Tanak Evans+17.9s
1m46.5s behind winner Gryazin’s Citroen, gl )
which was enough to seal the WRC2 crown SS11NenoueKougen1 (7.21 miles) Neuville 7m40.2s Tanak Evans+16.3s
to add to his 2021 Junior WRC itle. It also SS12Enal(14.16 miles) Evans 16m38.3s Tanak Evans+15.3s
ensured that the new Toyota GR Yaris Rally2 ) ]
. e SS13MtKasagi2(10.23 miles) Tanak 11m30.1s Tanak Evans+21.4s
clinched a world title in its debut season.

“Itis a really nice feeling and a big relief SS14Nenoue Kougen2 (7.21 miles) Neuvilleand Ogier Tm32.6s Tanak Evans+23.8s
after basically a few days driving quite on SS15Ena2(14.16 miles) Ogier16m06.4s Tanak Evans+36.0s
the safe side,” said Pajari, who will end his

SS16 Toyota Stadium SSS2 (1.34 miles) Tanak 1m42.6s Tanak Evans+38.0s

partnership with co-driver Malkonen when
he joins Toyota’s Rallyl squad for 2025. SS17Nukata1(12.57 miles) Mikkelsen 11m57.5s Evans Ogier+1m36.9s
“After Friday midday it was looking OK
and comfortable, and then it was all about
being clever and not being too slow or
do anything stupid. SS20 Toyota Stadium SSS 3 (1.34 miles) Katsuta 1m44.1s Evans Ogier+1m31.2s

“If you were writing a script at the
beginning of the year this is something you
would write as the grand finale. It was a
really nice season from us and our team and
from Toyota’s side as they have brought
a new car into the championship and
in the first year it was able to win it.”

While Pajari took the title with three
victories, two seconds and a third, Gryazin’s
third win of the season was among his most
impressive. “It was really dominant so I’'m
happy with it,” said Gryazin, who finished
the rally seventh overall. “I feel Tarmac quite
well and I knew the Citroen would be fast
on this kind of road. After the puncture for
Pajari it was easy for us to manage the rally.”

SS18Lake Mikawako 1 (8.69 miles) Neuville 8m42.4s Evans Ogier+1m37.5s

SS19Nukata2 (12.57 miles) Neuvilleand Ogier11m51.9s  Evans Ogier+1m31.2s

SS21Lake Mikawako 2(Power Stage) (8.69 miles) Ogier8m38.5s Evans Ogier+1m27.3s

“u:lN'Lj‘:J["L" UFERC' CHAMPIONS DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP
CING WORLD RALLY TEAM

1Neuville242;2Evans210;

3Tanak200;4 Ogier191;

g Gl 5Fourmaux162;6 Katsuta 116;
' — 7KalleRovanpera (Toyota) 114;

-F” “ ¥ 8 Munster 46;9 Dani Sordo
W ﬁ (Hyundai) 44; 10 Pajari44.

: /REDBULLCONTENTPOOL

WRC2 1 Pajari126;2 Oliver
Solberg (Skoda) 123;3 Gryazin116.

MANUFACTURERS’

CHAMPIONSHIP

1ToyotaGazoo RacingWRT 561,

2 Hyundai ShellMobis WRT 558;
3M-SportFord World Rally Team 295.
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Like a well-practised
puzzle, Hyundai
has got the process of
assembling its Rally?
machines down to a tee

TOM HOWARD

PHOTOGRAPHY HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT

t’s quite easy to marvel at the sight of

a World Rally Championship car darting
through narrow asphalt lanes, sliding
between snow banks and surviving some
of the world’s toughest rocky terrains.

But exactly how are these machines built?

Hyundai Motorsport has lifted the lid on the process
with a behind-the-scenes look at how it constructs its
€200,000 i20 N Rally?2 car that competes in WRC2, and
has won back-to-back European Rally Championship
titles in the hands of Hayden Paddon.

Regardless of discipline, race and rally cars are built
meticulously - it’s a fine art to assemble a life-size Meccano
or Lego set, featuring approximately 3000 parts. It’s a
process that Hyundai has honed to enable it to produce
30-50 cars per year from its Alzenau workshop in Germany.
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“To build a Rally2 car we need
around 200 hours and basically two
or three mechanics work on each car,
so it means we can produce a car in
two weeks,” explains Hyundai customer
racing manager Benoit Nogier. “In
Rallyl there are many parts that have to
be adjusted to its tubular chassis and
they have a lot more specific parts - they
don’t use any standard parts. We don’t have
too many standard parts on the car, but still
for them everything is designed and with the
hybrid that takes a lot of time. When the hybrid
is involved they cannot have as many people
working on the car, so it takes a minimum of
100 hours more than a Rally2 car to build.”




e -
= s e

i Perhaps unlike any other motorsport
' discipline, rally cars are specifically
designed to be assembled and
disassembled quickly so components
can be changed during timed services.
This means the four-wheel-drive i20 N
Rally2, based on the road-going i20 N,
has to be modified. The rally car shares
approximately 25% of its components
with the road car, albeit some are adapted.
“The standard car is not made and designed
to be assembled and de-assembled as we do with
the rally cars,” points out Nogier. “For example,
the light on the front of the car is designed to be
re-assembled once or twice in its lifetime. For us, we
need to do this process sometimes two or three times a

In two weeks
this assemblage
of components
becomes a €200k
Rally2 car

&2 YouTube

e
HOW TO BUILD A RALLY CAR FROM SCRATCH b'tﬁll-all _':
Hyundai Motorsport e U";EI T

youtu.be/cTull-T-rLw E , - :‘. E

To watch, scan the QR code or use the link above E s o P

day. We have to modify the parts for what we need it to do. If we
kept the standard electrical connectors it would not work.

“It’s a big part of the design and with experience we know
which parts we can use. It’s a lot of work to adapt everything,
but we know what we have to do.”

Hyundai has broken down this building process of an
asphalt-spec 120 N Rally2 into 40 steps - a process that can
be viewed in a YouTube video. »»
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STEPS 1-10

o Fuel tank

« Steering column

« Handbrake

o Centre console

« Battery and relay

o Centre blower and
co-driver display

» Washer tank

« Differential disconnect

« Dashboard

e Spare wheel 1

WRC HOW TO BUILD A RALLY CAR

Constructing a Rally2 car begins
with a bare road car chassis,
which is fitted with a safety
rollcage that’s then painted. This
is completed before items such
as the fuel tank (80 litres) and

all the electrics and interior
items including the dashboard,
steering column, centre console
and washer tank are fitted. A
key part of the process involves
pre-assembling components in
bulk to improve efficiency. These

items can then be simply fitted,
which can take 15-30 minutes
depending on the part.

“When we receive this bodyshell, usually we will anticipate
some items from sub-assembly so the hubs for example are
ready to fit onto the car, the subframes are ready, the gearbox
is ready and the engine,” states Nogier.

“The first two steps is to fit the tubes for the brakes and then we
put the wiring loom in. After that everything that’s required for
the drivers and co-drivers inside of the car and the spare wheels
are added. Then we have everything that we have pre-assembled,
with the front and rear axles, the subframe and gearbox, and we
finish with the front and rear bumpers.

“For example, one week we will decide to work on front axles

Washer tank is o
among the first &
batch of items fitted

and assemble 10-15 front axles, and the week after we would do
the same with the rear axle. We try to anticipate a
bit and try to have in stock several pre-assembled
parts of the car to make it easier. This is a way
where we can keep the same level of quality.”
Interestingly, the component Nogier says takes
the most amount of time to fit to the car is the
dashboard: “It’s quite a big part and you have to
adjust it to the cars. The dashboards we receive
from the supplier are not all exactly the same,
so you have to adjust to the bodyshell and it
takes a bit of time.”

The next 10 steps include continued work on the
interior of the car as seats, seatbelts, steering
wheel and the fire extinguisher - an FIA safety
requirement - are bolted into place. Once this

is completed, work moves to the exterior of the
car, with the rear lights, tailgate and rear wing
and front doors fitted. These body panels, minus
the rear wing, are standard. Only the front and
rear bumpers and wheel arches are designed

STEPS 11-20

» Spare wheel 2

* Seat belts

« Seats

« Fire extinguisher

« Tailgate and rear wing
« Steering wheel

» Water pump

 Engine

* Rear lights

 Front doors

285bhp 1.6-litre turbo
engine has been dyno
tested before installation



Caris
designed for
ease and speed
of assembly and
disassembly in
service park

specifically and are constructed from either
lightweight composite fibreglass or carbon fibre.
It’s at this point where the 1.6-litre
turbocharged, four-cylinder engine, which
produces 285bhp, is mounted into the car,
along with the five-speed sequential gearbox.
“The engines arrive from the factory
completely standard and we make the
modifications, so new pistons etc,” Nogier tells
us. “The engine block and the cylinder is very
close to the standard one. The rest is modified.
The engine will then go onto the dyno to make
sure the level of performance is as we want.
After they deliver the engines to us we pre-
assemble all the connected parts, so the
starter motor, alternator, engine looms.
Then we fit the clutch and the gearbox
and then it is ready to go on the car.”

| Biggest challenge with
| different parts and

crews is ensuring...

STEPS 21-30

« Rear doors

» Power steering pump
and alternator

« Cooling systems
(radiator)

« Front wheel arch

» Windscreen wiper
motor

« Intercooler

« Front subframe and
steering rack

» Exhaust downpipe

« Propshaft

« Rear subframe and
rear differential

_...consistently high
quality throughout
the assembly process

HOW TO BUILD A RALLY CAR WRC

Once the engine has been fitted it’s time

to attach the rear doors and fit the power

steering pump and alternator - the latter

is one of only two parts alongside the

starter motor that is taken complete

from the road car. The all-important

pre-assembled radiator and cooling

package required to tackle the intense

conditions the car will face on the stages

is then mounted, before front and rear

subframes (another pre-assembled

component), exhaust and propshatft are fitted.
“The first challenge is to organise ourselves

and to find the best process to be the

most efficient, but with experience it is

becoming quite logical,” Nogier reckons.

“I would say the biggest challenge is to

keep the same level of quality because »
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HOW TO BUILD A RALLY CAR WRC

the mechanics are not always the same and because the
parts are not always exactly the same, but the quality
has to be the same.”

At this point the Hyundai i20 N Rally2 is really starting to
take shape ahead of the final set of 10 steps.

STEPS 31-40

» Front dampers

* Rear dampers

 Front and rear
uprights and brakes

« Rear anti-roll bar

« Front lights

» Front bumper

« Front grille

» Add coolant

 Systems check

* Wheel mounting

The last pieces of this elaborate
mechanical jigsaw puzzle focus
largely on the exterior, beginning
with the McPherson three-way
adjustable front and rear
dampers - one of the most
worked and crucial components
of any rally car. For the purposes
of this exercise, the car in
question is an asphalt model,
but customers have the option
to configure components such
as suspension and brakes for
competing in gravel conditions.

Front and rear
uprights and brakes

are fitted as a unit

Uprights and then the
ventilated brake discs
(355mm diameter for asphalt
on this model) with four-piston calipers are next on the to-do
list. Leading up to a systems check, the rear anti-roll bar, front
grille and bumpers, and 18-inch wheels are mounted before
the vital maiden fire-up.

No matter how many cars roll off the production line, the
first time a completed car fires up still brings a unique sense
of satisfaction to those who construct these advanced
machines, capable of tackling the harshest of conditions.

“We love this job and to see a car for the first time doing
a fire-up is always a nice moment for all of us,” smiles Nogier.
“We have been working in this activity - some of us for 20 years
- and each time they start the car for the first time there’s always
some excitement. It’s like seeing a newborn baby!”

Transforming a shell to a rally car in two weeks is no mean feat,
but could this already slick process become even more efficient
in the future? “We are much more organised on the re-assembling
than we were in the past,” Nogier adds. “I think in the past it was
very much ‘we build a car then do another and another one’.
Now we try a bit more to anticipate the production for the next

TR L i
Hyundai driver Paddon has &8
won back-to-back European

% Rally Championship titles
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Grille installed once
front bumper has

"~ been fixed in place

six months. We have a bigger vision.

“I think now we've reached a certain point and I cannot see the
process changing in the future. The only thing that could change
is if we change technology, so if we went full EV or hybrid then
you have to introduce a bit more people and process into the
production of the car, but I cannot see this coming.” #

——
e 5 € o %

_-J:' P e

TR e B

28 NOVEMBER 2024 AUTOSPORT.COM 43



RICHARD WESTBROOK FAREWELL
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RICHARD WESTBROOK FAREWELL

Westbrook’s final race

i — was last month’s Petit

- Le Mans in a Porsche 963
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THE RACING SUN
SETS FOR ‘WESTY’

Richard Westbrook had no designs on becoming a pro when he returned

to racing after five years away. But he was so good that, as he hangs up

his helmet, he can look back on two decades of sportscar success

GARY WATKINS

ou've got to be honest with yourself and
11 say, ‘You know what, I've had a good run
Y and it’s time to pass the baton’.” Richard
Westbrook isn't just being honest with
himself with those words, but also the
wider world. The Briton isn't pulling any punches as
he draws a line under a successful sportscar career
that took him onto the podiums at Le Mans, Daytona,
Sebring and beyond. Westbrook reveals that he wasn’t
enjoying his racing as much as in the past, that his
passion for the sport was ebbing away, and that there
are a few regrets as he hangs his helmet on the peg.
“My heart just wasn't in it anymore,” admits Westbrook,
who contested his swansong race in last month'’s Petit
Le Mans IMSA SportsCar Championship finale at Road
Atlanta. “I wouldn’t say that the motivation had gone
and I still believe I was performing, but I'd got to the
point where I wasn’t excited about getting in the car.
This year was the first time I'd felt that, though
perhaps a little bit in 2023, too.”
It’s why he took the decision not to continue for a
second season at the wheel of the customer Porsche 963

LMDh fielded in the GTP class by JDC-Miller MotorSports.

‘Westy’, as he is known in racing circles, points out that
he had a two-year contract with the team to which he

returned this year after a season competing with

Chip Ganassi Racing Cadillac in the World Endurance
Championship. It turned out to be an apt way to finish
his career: IMSA, he says, is his “true love”, and he

makes no bones about his preference for racing in

North America. “I've always felt more at home in IMSA:

I love the circuits, I love the style of racing and I love the
people,” he enthuses. “I never really got on with the WEC.

“I never really got on with
the WEC. It seemed to me to
be rule after rule after rule”

It seemed to me to be rule after rule after rule.”
Westbrook can’t explain why he started to feel the
way he did when he was back racing on his favoured
patch, and in the top class to boot. But he knew that it
had consequences for his career. “At this level you have
to give it 120%: anything less than that, and you shouldn’t
be out there,” he reckons. “If you're not revving to climb
in the cockpit, it’s time to do something else.” »»
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1 Celebrating third place
il in Porsche Superch at
' Hockenheim in 2006...

N ER I

The Briton says he’s “happy with the decision” and that he
has made it “on his own terms”, but he concedes that “he wasn’t
going to win a lot more” as he entered the final stretch of his
time as a racing driver.

And he achieved a lot over a sportscar career stretching back
more than 20 years. There were those back-to-back outright
Le Mans 24 Hours podiums in Hypercar with Glickenhaus and
Cadillac in 2022 and 2023 respectively, and a further trio of top-
threes in class - on his debut with the Scuderia Italia Porsche team
in 2010, with Ganassi and Ford in 2016, and then Aston Martin in
2020. Class wins at the Daytona 24 Hours came with Ganassi and
Ford in 2018 and at Sebring 12 Hours with Corvette Racing in 2013.

And then there were the championships, two in the Porsche
Supercup on the Formula 1 support bill in 2006 and 2007, and
one before that in Porsche Carrera Cup GB in 2004. They were
his launchpad for the successful career in sportscar racing proper
that was the result. Another championship success quickly
followed with a class title in the 2009 FIA GT Championship.

But it is the ‘titles won’ column where Westbrook has regrets:
“Not winning enough championships, that will always be a bit of
a regret. Too many seconds and thirds.” What rankles the most,
more than missing out on a Le Mans victory, is his failure to
a claim an end-of-season crown in his beloved IMSA series.

That’s probably not surprising given that in the first five years
of the series as we know it today, which kicked off in 2014 after
Grand-Am’s takeover of the American Le Mans Series, Westbrook
was second or third in the points four years out of five. And he
was fourth in the missing year, and then fourth again the year
after that run. Missing out on the overall title in the Prototype
class while racing for the Spirit of Daytona Chevrolet squad
in 2015 remains a big disappointment, as does failing to win
the GT Le Mans class with Ganassi and Ford after ending up
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...and going one better at
Monza en route to first of
two consecutive crowns
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Westbrook part of class-
winning Corvette crew in §
2013 Sebring 12 Hours...

a close second in both 2016 and 2018.

The overall crown went west in the ultra-wet Petit Le Mans
finale won by a GTLM Porsche when the race was cut short on
eight hours as a result of the conditions. Westbrook had put
his Coyote-Chevrolet DP on pole by more than a second in
the wet and led the early going. Two spins within the space of
30 minutes at restarts by his team-mates, full-season partner
Michael Valiante plus Mike Rockenfeller for the enduros,
dropped the car off the lead lap. Action Express Racing duo
Christian Fittipaldi and Joao Barbosa pipped Westbrook
and Valiante to the crown by just three points.

“That really hurt because we should have won,” rues

“I reckon most sportscar drivers hit
their peak somewhere around 36,
but mine came much later”

Westbrook, who ended up fifth in class and 12th overall with
Valiante and Rockenfeller in Atlanta. “I was absolutely gutted
about that because Spirit of Daytona was a small team up against
the big guns like Action Express and Wayne Taylor Racing.
It was tough to beat them, but we were up there all season. The
chance to come back was taken away from us by the red flag.
That was just the circumstances as they unfolded, because it
was too wet to continue.”

A failure to win the title over the four years of the Ford GT
programme add up to a greater cumulative hurt for Westbrook.
“We had so many wins over those years with the Ford GT,” he says.
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“Not coming away with the championship after having gone into
the final round at Petit a couple of times with a strong chance and
both times losing out to Corvette was a bit galling. A victory in the
IMSA championship is something that I felt my performances
and those of the team deserved.”

Westbrook looks back fondly on his years with Ganassi and Ford,
when he was paired with Ryan Briscoe throughout. “We had such
a good group of people,” he recalls. “Me, Ryan, our engineer Brad
Goldberg, and Mike Hull [managing director of the Ganassi team]
on the pitwall calling strategy. It’s a favourite time of my career.”

Not just for the results notched up - eight wins and a further
10 podiums - but for the way he was driving, ‘Westy’ adds. He

“So many wins” in
Ford GT, but failure
to take title rankles

RICHARD WESTBROOK FAREWELL
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...and was
victorious in 2018
Daytona 24 Hours

with Ganassi

Ford squad

o

believes he peaked as a driver in the final years of his time with
Ford. Perhaps the remarkable thing about that is that he had
already passed the big 4-0 when he called time on his five-year
relationship with Chevrolet, first racing GT cars for the Corvette
Racing squad and then its prototypes, to start his Ford adventure
in 2016. “I reckon most sportscar drivers hit their peak somewhere
around 36, but mine came much later,” he explains. “I always say
that 2019 was my best year - I was driving better than ever.”

Westbrook has a theory about that. He suspects it’s not so much
age that slows you down, but miles on the clock. There was a
five-year period when there were no racing miles at all for him.
He was firmly on the sidelines after his single-seater career »»
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RICHARD WESTBROOK FAREWELL

fizzled out after a part season of Formula 3 in Germany and Austria

in 1996 until his comeback in the Porsche one-make ranks in 2002.
(Completists might like to know that his only miles, testing and
not racing, came at the wheel of Formula 3000 Lolas with Gabriele
Rafanelli’s World Racing Team and Redman Bright early in what
was a financially induced hiatus.)

“I still felt fresh deep into my forties,” explains Westbrook.
“Maybe it was because I had those years off. I was already in my
early thirties when I got the big break when I became a Porsche
factory driver in 2008. And I still had a lot to learn at that time.
Maybe that combined to allow me to keep on going longer
than a lot of other drivers.”

Westbrook never liked talking about his age during his
sportscar career, as though he didn’t want to draw attention to
the fact that he was generally older than his team-mates. He'd bat
away questions about it and describe it as just a number. “There
are a lot of other more important things that make you fastin a
racing car than how old or young you are,” he once sagely told
this author. Today, he just points you to Wikipedia when the age
question comes up. It lists him as 49 in case you were wondering.

That five-year break is perhaps the most amazing thing about
Westbrook’s career - or rather what he went on to achieve in the
22 seasons that followed is. No one could have predicted, when he
made his comeback in the Supercup with the Kadach Tuning team,
that he would go on to become a factory driver. And not just with
Porsche. Over the course of what he calls his second career, he has
also had full or quasi-factory contracts with Chevrolet, Nissan,
BMW, Ford, Aston Martin, Glickenhaus and Cadillac.

“I didn’t really know what I was
doing except that I wanted to get
my bum in a racing car again”

“I pinch myself sometimes when I look back over those 20
or whatever years and think what I have achieved,” he states.
“Sometimes I couldn’t believe what was happening to me:

I went from doing nothing in London to driving for all these
manufacturers. But I think those five years off made me
stronger because I never took anything for granted.”

But he did take a risk to end his layoff. Westbrook eventually
decided that enough was enough and he was going to try to
get back on track. He knew about the Supercup because the
Opel Lotus Euroseries in which he won races in 1994 and
1995 also appeared irregularly on the F1 bill, so he sold his
flat in Stockwell, South London to buy a drive with Kadach.
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The equity only stretched to a part season, but it was enough
to get his foot in the door. Westbrook pulled together some bits
and pieces of sponsorship to enable him to carry on racing the
following year in the British Porsche series. The Carrera Cup GB
title in 2004 took him back to the Supercup as a paid professional
and onto the factory drive with the German manufacturer.

It’s a fairytale really. Especially when Westbrook admits that
he didn’t set out on his comeback with a clear plan to become
a professional racing driver. “I didn't really know what I was
doing except that I wanted to get my bum in a racing car again,”
he laughs. “All T knew was that not racing made me miserable: in
my mind I was never an ex-racing driver. I can'’t say that there was
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a grand plan and that I set out to start getting paid. But I was able
to turn racing into a career, and that’s something I'm proud of. “

There are all sorts of rumours about what Westbrook did in his
seasons out of racing. He could have been anything from a debt
collector to beach bum if you believe them. The reality is that
he tried all manner of jobs and none of them floated his boat.
And the one that did spark interest in the young Westbrook
brings us on to what the future holds for him.

When he took the plunge and sold his home, Westbrook was
in the middle of training to be a chef at college in London. “That
was the only thing that I thought could replace racing in my life,”
he recalls. “I started a year-long course, but I didn't finish it

...followed a slimilar "
feat for Glickenhaus
the previous year
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~ WESTBROOKS BREWERY

WESTBITOOKS BREWERY

because racing took over. But I always say that if I hadn’t
ended up being a racing driver, I would have been a chef.”

More than 20 years on, the same “love of flavours and
recipes” has led him to start brewing beer. The catalyst for
Westbrooks Brewery, established in 2022, was his inability
to find low-carbohydrate beers in the UK. “I'd been big into
nutrition to try to extend my career and always looking for
ways to cut down on the carbs,” he explains. “I've always liked
a beer, I don'’t shy away from admitting that, and after a race in
the United States I would have a couple of low-carbs. Whenever
I came back to the UK I would find it frustrating that there
was nothing out there in terms of those kind of beers.

“I wanted to do a low-carb beer that reflected on the craft
brewing scene, not the fizzy dog wee you get in the States.

We're trying to do something different, hop-forward beers,
as is the trend, but without the sugar and the carbohydrates
for those of us who are trying to look after our waistlines.”

The result of that desire is a range of beers that Westbrook
started to work on in 2020 in conjunction with an independent
brewer in his native Suffolk. The first, released in 2022, is known
as Laguna and is a west coast pale ale, then there are a couple of
lagers, Karussell and Peraltada, and two more ales, Lime Rock
and Dingle Dell. The names, says Westbrook, are a “subtle nod”
to his racing exploits rather than a marketing ploy. “Some people
think we are trying to sell to the racing market, but we aren't,”
he explains. “I'd say 99% of our customers don’t know a now
ex-racing driver is behind these beers.”

Brewing - which Westbrook currently outsources, though he
has ambitions to start his own brewery - drives him in the same
way that racing did when he was a whippersnapper dreaming
of F1 and then for another 20-odd years in his second career.
One passion appears to have replaced another. #

28 NOVEMBER 2024 AUTOSPORT.COM 49



A THRILLING NEW ILLUSTRATED HISTORY
OF F1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

by Kevin Eason e S e - e
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offer price £24) covers the past = " e
eight decades of Formula 1,

9 including the most iconic races,

J epicrivalries, engineering
1 innovations and mind-bending
statistics.

The perfect Christmas gift for
any F1 fan, this beautifully
designed book will make you
feel as if you were there in the
moment watching F1’s greatest
legends unfold on the track.

‘A MUST-READ FOR ANY F1 FAN.

ZAK BROWN, CEO, MCLAREN RACING

Get your copy at timesbookshop.co.uk and use code TIMESBOOKS20 at checkout
for a 20% discount (valid until 19th December 2024, T&Cs apply).
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Motorsport, Automotive § Motoreycle
framed canvas wall art from great
artists around the world tncluding

Mike Harbar and Stephen Mars
We can also print Your owwn image
as a framed canvas

Superb images printed on high
quality wmedia, framed and delivered
directly to yowr door
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WEB DIRECTORY

CLASSIFIEDS WEB DIRECTORY

RACE RADIO

Professional Team Radio
System For All Budgeis

www.autotel.co.uk 26 yearsinmotorsport 0044 (011508528837

MEMORABILIA

UNIQUE COLLECTION -
63 YEARS OF AUTOSPORT
> More than 3,150 magazines - 1960 to 2022 inclusive.
> Fantastic reference library for historian, author or journalist.
> Collection located in Melbourne, Australia.
> $AUD 1 per magazine, plus packing and shipping.
Call Chris on +61 471 370 224 or
email chris@caterhamcars.com.au

MEMORABILIA

EXTENSIVE (VERY) COLLECTION OF MOTORSPORT MAGAZINES

e Motor Sport every month's edition from September 1959 to present.
e Autosport every week's edition from September 1959 to 2015 then
some weeks missing.
 Numerous editions of Motor Racing and F1 magazines including
some Australian Motor Sport Magazines from the early sixties
e Stored in 13 Wooden Tea Chests, Collection from Derbyshire.
Reluctant Sale £2500 O.N.0. - email brian.stone@sky.com

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

INSURANCE

‘Save money on your insurance
reis.co.uk 0115 965 1040

RACE PREPARATION

YBRACING

WWW.YBRACING.COM

Gearboxman.com
COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes & Axles for Road, Race, Rally and more

Telephone: 01582 840008 Fax: 01582 840007

’_—_x\

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

/AQE_JDRY SUMP
SYSTEMS

ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC.
WWW.DRYSUMP.COM (916) 652-5282

RACE PARTS

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

I O on:@port Part B@m

Performance and Tuning Parts

Leading performance brands online

RACE PARTS

Passionate About Motorsport

ac) ECanaraliu
www.jjcraceandrally.com

SAUTOSPORT TO ADVERTISE IN AUTOSPORT

CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CONTACT
OUR ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER

RV SALES AND SERVICE

RACE PARTS

~ Starting solutions for the
. professional motorsport industry

b www.arkracing.com

L Desrgned and developed for WEC, WRC, WRX, GP2, F1, F2, F3,
" Indycar, NASCAR, Rally 1 & 2, Race and Historic Motorsport

1.+44(0)345 557 7408

E-mail via our websites contact form.

Laura Crawte

T: (0)1233 228754

E: laura@tandemmedia.co.uk
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MOTORSPORT JOBS

MOTORSPORT JOBS CLASSIFIEDS

motorsport
JOBS

PERFORMANCE ENGINEER
Andretti Cadillac

Principal Accountabilities:

« Part of the team of Performance Engineers that support all race,
test, simulator and rig activities.

» Collaborate with technical departments to deliver optimum
performance at the track.

 Ensure the car is configured for maximum performance within
legality and reliability constraints

« Assist the driver to extract full car potential in conjunction with
the Race Engineer

« |dentify areas for performance improvement to feed back to
technical departments

« Identify areas for reliability improvement in conjunction with the
Design department

* Assist in the development of Race Engineering group skills and
capabilities

* Providing pre & post event simulation, analysis and key
performance metrics of car performance in race and test events.

* Run simulator sessions for car development, race preparation
and post-race correlation.

+Develop the simulator to improve correlation to track.

Requirements

» Mechanical/Aerospace Engineering Degree or similar
qualification

» Experience in performance engineering and analysis in F1 or top
level motorsport

+ Excellent knowledge of vehicle dynamics, tyres, power unit and
aerodynamic performance

» Knowledge of measurement technology application tools.

« Practical experience in the use of commercial software such as
MATLAB.

« Knowledge of data analysis programs, e.g. Atlas.

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com

motorsport “Onftimits

JOBS

MOTORSPORT INSTRUCTOR

Drift Limits - The London Motorsport Academy
Key Responsibilities:
» Deliver exceptional instruction in a customer-facing role.
» Perform light mechanical or site duties when needed.
» Ensure outstanding customer service and guest interactions.
« Contribute to the team'’s overall efficiency and effectiveness.
» Collaborate with the team to maintain high standards.
» Embrace flexibility in working hours and days.

Qualifications and Benefits:

+ Experience in car mechanics, race teams, or track driving (beneficial).

« A full & valid manual driving licence is essential.

« Passion for cars, motorsports, and instructing.

* Excellent organizational and interpersonal skills.

« Full-time employment with flexible working hours and a
competitive wage.

» Opportunity to earn bonuses based on customer reviews.

» Comprehensive training provided.

Join Our Team As A Motorsport Technician:

« In addition to the track instructors, we are looking for a well-
experienced and enthusiastic technician to join our friendly team!

» We have an exciting array of race cars and supercars which you
will be required to maintain, service and repair where needed.

¢ You will be required to work as part of a team and lead where
necessary whilst being confident to work alone as required.

Essential Skills:

+ Confident in working on a wide range of vehicles, our fleet varies
from Historic F1 cars and current GT3 cars to classics from the 60s.

» Fault diagnosis on ‘digital’ and ‘analogue’ vehicles

« Ability to think outside the box to fix or improve the
implementation and functionality of performance parts.

» Able to work under pressure and tight deadlines.

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com

O

CHIEF GARAGE TECHNICIAN - JAGUAR TCS RACING
Fortescue Zero

What you will do

» To operate as a garage technician for the Jaguar Formula E Team
at the factory and on event as required.

* In conjunction with Engineering, manage the team wheel and tyre
inventory to include wheel and tyre preparation, TPMS unit fitting
and managing tyres during sessions at race and test events. Will
include in-session pressure adjustments, tyre running and
supplier / engineer liaison.

 Plan and administer all team truck operations including loading,
inventory keeping, service administration and booking of the unit
to attend events.

* In liaison with the Chief Mechanics, maintain all team
consumable stocks, ensuring re-stock orders are placed and
chased as required

+ In liaison with the Chief / #1 mechs, purchase, maintain and
manage the team pit equipment and off car hardware, ensuring
kit is ready for use as required, proactively maintained day to day,
repaired when necessary and stored correctly when not in use.

* Assist in the assembly and then maintenance of the race and
test garage infrastructures both on event and when at the
factory, including repair of garage equipment and packhorses etc

About you

« Significant experience of motorsport event garage operational
experience (both factory and trackside).

« Familiar with race event tyre management, including in session
pressure adjust, engineer and supplier liaison.

 Experience with truck maintenance and stock keeping.

 Familiar with road and air freight operations

« A confident self-starting team player, familiar with the fast paced
and ever-changing requirements of a race and test team
environment.

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com

1773

Haas F1 Team

Key Responsibilities:

* Promote teamwork and effective communications to develop
working relationships between all personnel and departments.

» Model development of core vehicle dynamics systems using the
in-house modelling language. The engineer is responsible for
both performance and robustness impact, on production models,
of personal contributions.

» Continuously assess model correlation to both track and
subsystem rig test data, applying knowledge of vehicle
performance and physical limitations to simulation constraints
with a focus on accurate model behavior.

» Contribute to automated robustness assessment of production
simulations, applying knowledge of viable and physically
achievable component fitments

» Assessment and comparison of differing modelling approaches
and simulation strategies for performance and robustness impact.

Education and Work Experience:

» GCSE, High School diploma or equivalent, and further education
including a bachelor’s degree in physics, or in some branch of
mechanical engineering will be required. Masters/PhD preferred.
At least five years' experience, in either motor racing, orin a
Vehicle Dynamics or Performance aspect of mainstream
automotive engineering is strongly preferred. Prior experience in
Formula One would be beneficial.

Specialized Knowledge and Skills:

« Strong technical background in vehicle dynamics or racing car
performance.

« High level of mathematical fluency, with experience in system
mathematical modelling and analysis

» Experience with working at a simulation infrastructure level is
preferred.

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com

JOBS
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If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital
please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call +44 (0)7717 883 990
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BODYSHELL FABRICATOR
M-Sport UK
The Role

As the 2025 fast approaches, we have an exciting opportunity for
a Bodyshell Fabricator to join our team of highly skilled Bodyshell
Fabricators in our busy Shell Shop. Assembling roll cages for a
variety of high-performance vehicles, our Bodyshell Fabricators
are quite literally at the core of everything we do - applying a high
standard of workmanship as our competition cars tackle some of
the world's most challenging terrain.

The role responsibilities include:

» Fabricating items and sub-assemblies onto competition car roll
cages.

» Working with carbon steel and aluminium to a high standard and
accuracy.

* Mig and Tig welding.

« Setting up and operating fabrication workshop machinery
- Guillotines/ Presses/ Folders.

« Cutting and shaping materials using grinders/ oxy fuel/ plasma
processes.

« Fabricating jigs and fixtures.

» Working closely with Designers and Senior Fabricators with
development work.

Who We're Looking For

» We're looking for a self-motivated team player with a positive
and enthusiastic attitude.

« The candidate should be educated to a Level 3 certificate or
equivalent qualification in Fabrication and Welding and have a
good knowledge and understanding of engineering principles.

* You should be able to undertake basic fabrication and welding
tasks with minimum guidance and be able to read and
understand engineering drawings as well as understanding basic
inspection and measurement tools.

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com

motorsport
JOBS

AUTOMATION & DATA ANALYTICS DEVELOPER

Mercedes F1 Team

Key Accountabilities (Duties):

+ Analyse automation and reporting requirements expressed by
diverse business users.

» Collaborate with colleagues from the Architecture and the wider
IT teams to define solutions.

+ Use tools and methodologies to create representations for
process orchestrations, functions, and user interfaces when user
interactions are needed.

» Develop API, services or endpoints when missing from systems
involved in these integrations.

» Develop PowerBI reports and dashboards embedding effective
visualisations.

 Ensure attention to deployment, performance, and maintainability.

« Embrace the continuous integration process and platform, and
the observability principles.

+ Report on progress to project managers and/or business requestors.

Candidate Profile

Essential:

» Experience in software development and coding in various
object-oriented languages (C#, Java, etc.).

» Experience in UI/UX design.

» Experience in developing Microsoft Power Platform solutions
(PowerAutomate, PowerApps, PowerBI).

« Knowledge of Camunda, Automation Anywhere RPA, Python, Kafka.

 Familiarity with Spring Boot, HTML/CSS, REST, JavaScript (React.
js), Azure DevOps & pipelines.

« Minimum BSc/BA in computer science, engineering, or relevant
field (MSc/MA preferred).

» Demonstrable experience working in a comparable role in an
enterprise environment.

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com

ORACLE
motorsport
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ELECTRICAL TECHNICIAN
Red Bull Racing

For many fans of Formula One, the sport exists between lights
and chequered flag on a Sunday afternoon. It begins and ends
with the exploits of the drivers on the track. But this is merely the
tip of the spear. The reality of modern F1 is that of a complex and
intertwined operation, every part of which needs to perform near
its limit if success is to be achieved. From the pit crew searching
for the ultimate repeatable pit stop, to the inspiration of the
designers, the application of engineers and the herculean efforts
of an army of fabricators and machinists. Much of our success is
thanks to the diversity of thought and spectrum of skill sets held
within the team, our ability to recognise unique contributions from
individual team members is just a part of why we love what we do.

Job Description

» We are looking for an experienced Electrical Technician to join
our Electronics Department, to produce high quality Electrical
and Electronic components, looms and assemblies.

We are looking for someone who:

» Has some experience producing wiring assemblies for either F1
or high level Motorsport

» has a comprehensive understanding and knowledge of
mechanical and electrical technical drawings and the appropriate
procedures, to be able to work unsupervised where required and
take responsibility for a task, once set.

 Familiar with System 25, autosport connectors, fine gauge wiring

« Can work under pressure meeting tight deadlines without
compromising quality

» Good communication skills, enthusiasm and the ability to learn and
adapt quickly are prerequisite for the role. The ability to work well
as part of a team is an essential skill within Red Bull Technology.

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com

WILLIAMS

SENIOR MATHEMATICAL MODELLER
Williams Racing

Key responsibilities:

* Build and refine advanced simulations to evaluate vehicle
dynamics and optimize performance.

 Translate physical systems into mathematical models, ensuring
accuracy and reliability.

« Collaborate across teams to deliver projects to agreed
deadlines, contributing to the team’s overall success.

» Continuously seek opportunities for process and technology
improvements

Who you are:

« To thrive in this role, you'll need a strong academic background in
mathematics, engineering, or computer science. Your expertise
should include numerical analysis, calculus, nonlinear constrained
optimization, and translating physical systems into
mathematical models.

« You'll be proficient in developing numerical algorithms in C/C++
(with experience in BLAS/Lapack) and have working knowledge
of Python or MATLAB. Familiarity with Modelica is advantageous
but not essential.

* A collaborative mindset is vital, as you'll be working closely with
teammates to solve challenges and innovate. Above all, you
should be motivated by new challenges and committed to
continuous improvement, bringing fresh ideas and enthusiasm to
the role.

What we're looking for:

» A degree in Mathematics, Engineering, or Computer Science.

» Expertise in: numerical analysis & linear algebra, nonlinear
constrained optimization, optimal control, calculus, mathematical
modeling of physical systems

 Proven experience developing numerical algorithms and
simulations in C/C++ (including BLAS/Lapack).

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com
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Group C race for Argenti partners with Perez wins historic rally
Silverstone Festival Prema for GB3 title in Porsche




Take the lead with Sunoco Race Fuels. Whether you're
competing for championship glory or enjoying the thrill
of racing for fun, one thing is certain — racing is a serious
business. As a racer you want to maximise your
performance as a driver, but are you unlocking the full
potential of your race car?

Whilst Sunoco Race Fuels focus is to maximise power,
Driven Racing Oil's objective is to protect the engine.
Driven’s unique formulation reduces internal wear,
friction and oil temperature, resulting in increased power
compared to APl and ACEA rated engine oils.

Sunoco and Driven - a winning formula!

ANGLO AMERICAN OIL COMPANY E_

Explore the wide range of high-quality Sunoco Fuels and
Driven oils at aaoil.co.uk and stay ahead of the pack.

LURIVEN

RACING OIL

DRIVEM

aaoil.co.uk .E E

+44 (0) 1929 551557
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British F4 team Argenti will
benefit from collaboration with
powerhouse Prema squad (inset)

Argentl partners with Prema for GB3 bid

GB

British Formula 4 squad Argenti Motorsport
hasentered into a partnership with Italian
single-seater powerhouse Prema Racing

for an expansion into GB3 nextyear.

The Argentiteam’s roots lie in karting but it
moved into car racing for 2020 in British F4. It
hasbeen a mainstay of the series since then,
alongside continuing in karting, and guided
Matias Zagazeta to second in the 2021 points.

Now it has formed a “full technical
partnership” with Prema, which has enjoyed
success across a swathe of European and
international categories, and this involves
Premaengineers working with the team and
the sharing of data. The new arrangement
has enabled Argentitojoin GB3 for 2025,

when anew car - featuring DRS and
improved aerodynamics - is introduced.
“We've worked with each other for awhile
and had some overlap - for example, we had
akarting team in Europe which Prema took
over and various drivers have been across
both, sothere’s been a bit of a relationship
there,” said Argenti boss, two-time Porsche
Carrera Cup GB champion Michael
Meadows. “Our interests were aligned and
it's beneficial to everyone. It’s great for us
and great for the championship to have
teams like Prema wanting to be involved.”
Premaboss Rene Rosin added: “The
launch of anew car is always exciting,
anditfallsinline nicely with our current
programmes. Through our technical
partnership, Iam sure we can enjoy

More teams commit to
refreshed GB4 for 2025

GB4

More teams have also pledged
toenter GB4 for nextseason’s
introduction of anew car
based around the current GB3
machine, and sporting a halo.
GB3operation Hillspeed is
settoreturntothe category
forthe firsttime since 2022,
while ADM will make its
series debut - that squad’s
previous focus was historic

single-seaters and Formula
Ford, anditisheaded up
by former British F3racer
and ex-Arden GB3team
manager Gary Ward.
“It'safantasticnew
challenge forusat ADM tojoin
GB4 for 2025,” said Ward. “The
arrival of the new car means
thisis goingtobeavery
competitive seriesand I'm
pleased to say we've already
finalised a contract with our

firstdriver, who we will
revealinthe coming weeks.”
Hillspeed boss Richard
Ollerenshaw added: “The
introduction of the new car
isasignificantstep forward

considerable successin GB3.”

Meadows revealed that discussions about
the GB3 plans had been ongoing since April
and thatthe team hadlooked intojoining
the seriesin the past. “We wanted todo it
forafewyearsbutit never made sense until
there wasthe introduction of anew car and
the investment was worth it,” he said. “The
carlooks really good and I think there’s going
tobe alot of interestin the championship, so
we wanted to make sure we were a partofit.”

Argentihasbecome the second British F4
squad to reveal an expansion into GB3, with
Xcel Motorsportdoing likewise. Meadows
believesthe new car and extended European
leg of the GB3schedule meansthe series
could replicate the “glory days of British F3”.
STEPHEN LICKORISH

ADM is among the squads
joining the GB4 field

fromthe current GB4 car,
which hasserved the
championship well for thelast
three years. GB4is embarking
on an exciting new eraand
we’re proud to be partof it.”
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MA7DA GHAMPION
PLANS MORE
FF1600 OUTINGS

FORMULA FORD

Ma7da champion Ben Powney
says hewill only contest selected
rounds nextyear and instead
focus onacampaign in Formula
Ford machinery.

Powney hasracedin Ma7da
sinceitsinceptionin 2020 and,
after finishing runner-up on two
occasions, finally clinched the
title with Team Sellars Racing
thisseason. He also entered the
Formula Ford Festivalin 21992
Jamun M92, and intendstorace
the carinthe British Racing &
Sports Car Club’s Super Classic
Pre-'99series.

“I'veracedin Locostand
Ma7da for what feelslike ages,
it's probably nearing 10 years -
now I've doneitand won the
championship,”’ said Powney,
whoalsointendstoracea1971
Jamun T3 in Historic FF1600.

“T'vebuiltagood relationship
with Peter Alexander of PA
Motorsport-he’sbased five
minutes up theroad and he’s
areal Formula Ford enthusiast.
It'sabloody exciting challenge,
justsuch good fun.Thad an
adrenalin rush for aboutfive
minutes after the first Festival
race -that got me hooked.”
STEFAN MACKLEY
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New championship is open
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Ultimate Racing Championship
is launched for touring cars

CLUB TIME ATTACK

Club Time Attackis planningtoincrease
its circuit racing offering next year by
launching anew championship for
under two-litre turbocharged

touring carsbuiltsince 2011.

The organisation is celebrating its 20th
birthday next season and has spent much
ofthattime focused upon its Time Attack
sprint-style competition and drifting, but
hasstarted to organise conventional circuit
racinginrecentyears. Its Racing Hondas
series enjoyed a surge in popularity for its
second campaign this year after sponsor
Tegiwa heavily subsidised entry fees.

Now Time Attack chief Andy Barnes,
who previously ran the JRM Nissan GT-R
FIA GT1squad, believesthereisan
opportunity to move into multi-marque
touring car racing with the new Ultimate
Racing Championship. He wants to create
alow-cost category that enables drivers
with suitable cars thatare currently
mothballed to getinvolved. NGTC British

Touring Car machineryaswell as TCR cars
are among those that would be eligible.

“Now we’ve got room to expand the club
and start running more meetings and
start putting our take on racing,” Barnes
explained. “The conceptis really simple -
there’san abundance of carsthatare out
there and it’s very simple for us to get rid of
some of the costs for teams. We're trying to
make it more accessible, take away the red
tape, take away some of the costs and put the
driversin front of 10,000 people at an event.
We’re notlooking to tread on anyone else’s
toes - there’s enough cars out there.”

Barnes said entry fees will be just £450
because of sponsor subsidies, and Hankook
tyreswill also be available ata discounted
price. A simplified Balance of Performance
system will be introduced and Barnes added
that “we’re notinterested in control parts”.
Instead, drivers will be able to fitlike-for-
like partstotheir cars, and anything
substantially different to the original will
need special dispensation from organisers.
STEPHEN LICKORISH
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Group C race at the Silverstone Festival

SILVERSTONE FESTIVAL

Aracefor Group C carswill feature as part of the
Silverstone Festival for the firsttimeinnearlya
decade nextyear when Masters Historic Racing’s
new Le Mans 80+ seriesjoins the timetable.

The mighty prototypes were a popular fixture
ofthe Silverstone event up until 2017 when
dwindling grid numbersledtojustafew
demonstration appearances. But the cars will
now be back with a40-minute conteston the
Saturday evening of the 22-24 August meeting.

“Group Chas always been a massive crowd-
pleaser atthe Festival and, as soon as Masters

announced this super-exciting new grid, we
knew we had to squeeze it onto the bill,” said
eventdirector Nick Wigley. “Aside from possibly
Le Mans, there can be no better place to watch
Group Ccarsin flat-out action than on the full
Silverstone Grand Prix circuit where they
excelledin period.”

The new Masters category is open to Group C
and IMSA GTP cars constructed from 1982 to
1993, and Masters CEO Frederic Fatien is
optimistic of alarge grid. The Silverstone
Festival will be the only UK visit for the series,
which will alsohead to Paul Ricard and the
Nurburgring for its other European rounds.

Popular Roadsports category to
become a championship for 2025

ROADSPORTS

The 750 Motor Club’s popular Roadsports
serieswill become a championship next
year following requests from drivers.

The category caters for awide variety of
carsand features a mini-enduro format. It
hasbeen one of the 750MC’s best-supported
seriesin recentseasons, with its grids

Roadsports has averaged
38 cars in the past two years
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averaging 38 entries for the pasttwo years.

“It's something we’ve thought about for
thelastfewyearsandit’s very much acase
oflistening to feedback from drivers,” said
the 750MC’s James Winstanley. “Some
peoplein it have got Club Enduro to focus
on but, for people with Roadsports astheir
main thing, especially for those in the lower
classes, it's something they really wanted.

“Roadsportsisareally good paddock with
lots of family teams and people are friends
within their own class. It [championship
status] won'taffect anything for people
who don't wantto chase achampionship -
itwon't change the dynamic.”

Several tweaks are also being made to
Class C of both Roadsports and the similar
Club Enduro categoryin abid to reduce
costs. Restrictions will be placed upon tyre
width, aswell aslimits on suspension,
brake and bodywork modifications.
STEPHEN LICKORISH

MIGHTY MINISTO
HAVE ONE GLASS
AFTER 790MG MOVE

MIGHTY MINIS

The Mighty Minis Championship
will adopta single-class structure
for nextseason whenitjoinsthe
750 Motor Club’s ranks.

Theserieshasbeen
administered by a variety of
different clubsin the past, most
recently the Castle Combe
Racing Club, but willnow join
the 750MC for its 30th season in
2025 after appearing at several
ofthe club’s meetings over
the pastfewyears.

“All of the [750MC] events
we’ve been athave beenvery
well subscribed and had quite
avariety of cars that were
entertaining when we'’re not
watching Mighty Miniracing,’
said coordinator Rodger Tello. “It
seemed like an obvious choice.”

Atthe same time, the poorly
supported and more expensive
Super Mighty division will be
dropped. Instead, all drivers
willuse atweaked engine
specification that offersa power
output roughly halfway between
the current Mighty and Super
Mighty classes. Tellois optimistic
thatthe changeswill boost grid
numbers for nextseason and
provide a better spectacle.

“We've got six or seven Super
Mighty Minis drivers all fired up
becauseit’sanew challenge for
them,” he said, addingthat the
modifications have been tested
toensure the differential could
cope. “We had 30 drivers coming
through the championship last
year and I think we’ll be seeing
very close tothat40-car limit
nextyear. Everyone’s really
excited aboutthe future.”

The 750MC’s James Winstanley
added: “They feel athome with
750MC - they seem tofitin
perfectly. We’re delighted to have
them officiallyunder our wing.”
STEPHEN LICKORISH
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Perez masters

HISTORIC RALLYING

Seb Perez and Dale Bowen
mastered a truly challenging
Rally Anglo Caledonian

over the weekend, as Perez
secured the British Historic
Rally Championship.

The arrival of Storm Bert
made the new two-day event
in the Scottish Borders a huge
challenge, as heavy snow fell
on Saturday morning across the
stages in the Kielder forest.

Perez and Bowen in
their Porsche 911 mastered
the conditions and took a
resounding victory despite
running first on the road in
the two-wheel-drive pack.
They ended the rally a massive
seven minutes up on the Ford
Escort Mk2 of Paul Thompson

Bradley targets Pikes Peak run

HILLCLIMB

Leading British hillclimber Damien
Bradley is planning to take his 800bhp
Subaru Legacy to Pikes Peak next
June to tackle the world’s most

famous hillclimb.

Bradley has been a leading contender
in the Legacy over several seasons in
UK hillclimbing, but now plans to
take on the ultimate event in the car
that started out as a £500, 87bhp,
two-wheel-drive shopping car.

Bradley said: “It’s the ultimate dream
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and Josh Davison, as Perez
claimed two maximum scores
in the BHRC division.

However, the planned
showdown between Perez and
Mark Higgins for the title failed
to materialise when Higgins
injured his shoulder in the
build up to the rally and
was forced to withdraw
his Triumph TR7 V8.

It also allowed Perez’s usual
co-driver, Gary McElhinney,
to be crowned co-driver
champion even though

and what I've set my sights on to
achieve with the Legacy. I'm hopeful
that we will get selected for the event
and an opportunity to go to Pikes Peak
is something I need to grab with

both hands.”

Bradley is currently having the
Legacy reworked to cope with the
altitude, as the 12.4-mile Pikes Peak
climb in North America rises to
14,000 feet above sea level.

“It’s going to be quite a challenge,”
said Bradley, who is having work
done on the cooling system, turbo
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he was away competing in
New Zealand at the time.

With snow, ice and then
later thick fog on the Saturday
stages, it was a trial of survival
for many and, when Perez
changed to a more suitable
tyre for the two stages with the
deepest snow in the central
block of Kielder, he took a
massive margin over his rivals.

The conditions caused chaos
and claimed a number of
leading contenders, including
Nick Elliott (Fiat 131) and Ben

R
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Friend (Escort MKk2). Instead,
it was Thompson/Davison and
David Henderson/Will Atkins
(Escort Mk2) who led the
chase of Perez.

Sunday was a totally different
day, with clear gravel stages and
bright sunshine in southern
Scotland, as Perez completed
his winning run, despite a late
scare with a gear lever problem.
“It’s been a great two days, but
today was like a different rally,”
said Perez at the end of Sunday.
PAUL LAWRENCE

Legacy is being prepared
for Pikes Peak next year

intercooler and engine mapping to
deal with the new challenge. “It’s quite
different at the top of Pikes Peak to
the top of Shelsley Walsh in terms of
what the car is going to have to do!”
PAUL LAWRENCE
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OBITUARY

The passing of historics racer Andrew
Schryver on 15 November, aged 84,
has taken both a quiet genius whose
competitive spirit spanned two eras,
and a pioneering electronics engineer.
Schryver raced Minis at Goodwood in
1962 and 1963, before family and work
commitments reset his focus. His interest
was rekindled in 1981 when younger
brother Michael started racing Lotuses —
a trajectory that peaked with the 1996
FIA Thoroughbred GP crown in a 72.
Andrew subsequently returned to the
tracks with a Lotus 11 and, enthused by

With business partner Hector Brown,
Schryver built and ultimately sold
electronics companies including Sigma
Car Alarms and Lynwood Scientific
Developments, as well as Farringdon
Instruments, which started in 1995
and where Schryver worked, supplying
motorsport gauges, data logging
equipment and specialist steering wheels.

Having supported the driving career of
son James in Formulae First and Renault
1700, Schryver shared the B8 and later
open Chevrons (B21/23 and B26) with him,

Michael’s Chevron B6, bought a B8 in 1997.

Andrew Schryver 1939-2024

PAUL LAWRENCE

achieving International Supersports
Cup and domestic Historic Sports Car
Club success.

“While Andrew enjoyed driving, he
loved preparing the Chevrons at home,
with painstaking attention to detail, but
devising electronic solutions was his forte,”
said brother Michael. “He was incredibly
clever and a bloody good bloke.”

Schryver is survived by wife Gilly, James,
daughters Amy and Louise, to whom
Autosport extends sincere condolences.
MARCUS PYE

Ramair BMW Championship gets
standalone grids for 2025 season

CsccC

The Classic Sports Car Club’s Ramair BMW
Championship will get standalone grids
next season, having shared with the

Open Series for much of this year.

The category, formerly known as Kumho
BMW, joined the CSCC’s ranks from the British
Automobile Racing Club for this season and
had struggled with small entries in recent
years. These numbers rose following the
switch and, with several Mini drivers expected
to swell its ranks for 2025, the CSCC has opted
to give the championship its own track time.

BMW drivers have shared

“The number of people registered showed
there’s a good interest in it,” explained CSCC
director David Smitheram. “Secondly, a whole
lot of Mini drivers have approached us - some
we've talked to used to race in Turbo Tin Tops
and some raced in Kumho BMW in 2022 and
now want to come back. So we thought, ‘Let’s

r»

go all in and give them standalone grids’.

Smitheram added there had also been a focus

on driving standards this year and is optimistic
that some competitors, who opted to sit on

the sidelines and see how the CSCC switch
played out, will now enter the fray.

STEPHEN LICKORISH
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TOCA JUNIOR AT KARTMANIA

The TOCA Junior Championship will
attend karting show, Kartmania, this
weekend at Silverstone to entice
young drivers into the fledgling
category. Championship director
Dave Beecroft and operations
director Vickie MacClinton will both
be on hand to answer questions
about the series, which will use
all-new Chevron B1417 cars for
teenagers aged 14-17 and race on the
British Touring Car Championship
support package. MacClinton said:
“It promises to be a busy event and
we’re excited to welcome everyone
to come and find out more about
the car and the package as a whole.”

PEMBREY FOR SCHOLARSHIP

Pembrey will host the Junior
Saloon Car Championship’s 2025
scholarship on 22 February. The
winner will receive a fully-funded
season in the series, worth more
than £30,000, with entrants on

the day put through assessments
including media, fitness tests and
showcasing their attributes behind
the wheel on-track. Previous winners
include last year’s victor, Will
Crewdson, and British Formula 4
champion Deagen Fairclough.

KARTERS JOIN XCEL IN F4

Xcel Motorsport will run karters
Theo Palmer and Cole Hewetson
in next year’s British Formula 4
Championship. Palmer will miss
the opening round as the Briton
will only turn 15-years-old after
Donington Park. He will then join
South African Hewetson, who will
race with Xcel in F4 UAE over the
winter ahead of the UK campaign.

FULLENTRY AT DONINGTON

A capacity entry will line up for the
Donington Stage Rally, round three
of the Circuit Rally Championship,
this weekend. Reigning champions
Michael Igoe and Will Atkins’ Citroen
C3 Rally2 (below) will again go
head-to-head with fellow champions
John Griffiths and Emma Morrison,
who took the spoils in their Skoda
Fabia R5 on the last round at
Cadwell Park after Igoe crashed.
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Challenges of switching codes

The BRDC SuperStar talks about his transition year from

GB3 to Porsche Carrera Cup GB race winner

MATT REES

oming out of GB3 atthe end of last season, I
wanted to have a chance to prove myself against
C some of the bestdriversin closed-wheel racing,
something I hadn’tdriven before. The Porsche
Carrera Cup GB appealed to me becauseit’sa hard
cartodrive and alot of people said to me, ‘If you can drive that,
you can drive anything. That was the main thing, because it
allows me to pick up experience in one of the hardest cars out
there, andinthelong runit’s great experience to take with me.

Itwas difficultto learn how to drive the car, so the technique
when I first gotin was hard to apply. Throughoutthe year things
gotbetter, and that was proven by us having pace towards the
end. The main difference from single-seatersisin those
categories you don'ttouch the brake through the corneratall,
because the caris so sensitive to the balance, whereasinthe 911 it
needs brake application otherwise it won’t turn into the corners.
You justhave to change your mindset and then it clicks.

Taking pole position at Donington Park on the first weekend
was anice confidence booster and showed us that what we were
doing was right. Throughout the year we moved forwards with
our pace. Atevery round from then onwards we didn’t struggle
too much with overall pace, and we scored a first podium on
the second weekend at Brands Hatch, which wasnice.

AtKnockhill Iwas having problems with the brakes at the first
turn, so Imoved the seat backwards, which helped, butthen I
didn’t putitback where it should be. Because of that, my brake
pressure wasn't where it should be, so it caused issues for a few
rounds while we tried to figure it out. We fixed it, and we were
fastagain. [twas annoyingasitwas such a simple fix, and it
was something I should have noticed sooner.

Rees claimed Rookie crown,
but was disappointed to
miss out on main title shot
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Racing at Knockhill was a strange experience in the Cup car.
Thelasttime Iwentthere wasin F4, and the car was basically
acanoe with fuel, soI couldn’ttouch any kerbs. Inthe 911, getting
used to really hitting and riding the kerbs took me alongtime,
and in practice I was eight tenths off the pace, though we
managed to get on top of it for Saturday’s qualifying.

Again, itwas about changing my mindset.

Qualifying was really importantin GB3, so the approach
hasn’t changed much inthe Carrera Cup. If you messup
qualifying in either series your weekend is done, so it just
amplifies the pressureto getthe perfectlap in. In GB3you
could getaway with a half-decentlap and probably still be in
the top 10, butin the Carrera Cup, if your lapisn't perfect, you
will be well outside of the top 10. It makes you a perfectionist
and thatisnice, asithelpsyoutolearn quickly.

Onsome weekends you just can’t make any progress
through the pack, but then at Croft, which isn’t the easiesttrack
to overtake on, Imanaged to go forwards. And in the second
race thereIgot my firstwin, soittook a bit of pressure off me.

Itwasnice to end my year with Team Parker Racing as the
Rookie champion, though it wasn't what we wanted from the
season. We came into the final two rounds close enoughtobe a
factorin the overall championship, so it was annoying that we
couldn’t manage to do anything there, but winning a title is
always something we’ll take. It means we have experience from
this year, which we can apply for 2025 and push on to try and win
the maintitle. Drivers need to do a few yearsin the series as
experience helps, and the other frontrunners, like George
Gamble, Hugo Ellis, Charles Rainford and Will Martin, have all
done two or more seasonsin the car. Inthe long run it works
foryouasyoulearntodrive the hardest cars quickly.

Itwould be nice to add in a second programme, in another
Carrera Cup series, butifit’sa mid-tier drive it wouldn’t be
worth it. If you could hook up with anice team and race at
the front, maybe we’d be opentotheidea, but we’ll see.
Everything for 2025is upinthe air right now.

WeraTools put their belief in me this season and the support
they’ve shown meisincredible. Iwentto the Goodwood Festival
of Speed with them, which is something I've never beento,
sothatwas a great experience, and it was nice to show
people what we're about and how serious we are.

The experience of being part of the BRDC SuperStarsis one
thathas beena positive for me. It's good coming to the grand prix
and seeing everyone, especially with how many people turn up
these days, and taking partin team and training days with
everyone else on the programmeisalso good. Having the
supportand belief of people inthe BRDCis areally nice boost. #
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CLUB AUTOSPORT MAX EDMUNDSON

TEEN TALENT EXCELS
ON HIS CIVIC DUTY

Max Edmundson has won back-to-back titles against a competitive field

in the Civic Cup and is now looking to progress up the tin-top ladder

STEPHEN LICKORISH

he Civic Cup has developed a reputation over the
years for being a hugely competitive championship.
T The cars are closely matched and there’s always

a cluster of star names at the front. Take a look

at this season’s grid - the likes of 2019 TCR Europe
champion Josh Files, 2021 TCR UK conqueror Lewis Kent, past
victor Alistair Camp and Liam McGill, a multiple title winner in
Fords, are just a few of those on the entry list. But, despite the
quality of the opposition, it’s the same driver who has ultimately
prevailed in each of the past two years: Max Edmundson.

The category may not have the highest of profiles, but such
results have marked the 19-year-old out as a rising star of
the tin-top world. Especially when you consider how much
Edmundson has progressed as a driver since he first joined the
category as a karting graduate, having just turned 16 at the end
of 2021. Across his first year and a half in the series, his best
results were merely a couple of fifth places and he also battled
a few mechanical problems, but a performance at the 2022
finale at Snetterton gave him optimism going into last year.
“At the last round, I had the previous champion behind me and

he wasn’t reeling me in,” recalls Edmundson. “I was going into the

”

off-season thinking, ‘Next year I could have something good here.

“I decided to calm myself down,
use my head and believe in myself.
I was like a different person”

Allied to a switch to the frontrunning Area Motorsport
squad (see panel, page 68), things were looking up for
Edmundson. But a tough beginning to the campaign
meant he needed a rethink. “At the start of 2023,
I had the pace but I didn'’t believe I had the pace,”
Edmundson admits. “I got a win at round one but
was defending like a bit of an idiot so that got taken
off me. After then getting disqualified from Croft
[the second round], I decided to calm myself down,
use my head and believe in myself. I calmed myself
and was like a different person.”
Having worked with the Area team to
achieve that shift in mentality, the results were
immediate. From that Croft disappointment
onwards, Edmundson finished outside of the top two on
only three occasions across the next 11 races to catapult himself
into title contention. When key rival Dan Thackeray, another to
have achieved plenty of success in Honda machinery over the »»

STEVE JONES
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Edmundson (right) has become
a well-rounded racer
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years, suffered a nightmare Brands Hatch finale with engine
woes, Edmundson was there to pick up the pieces and seal
the glory with a brace of victories.

Yet finding the budget to go racing has never been easy and
Edmundson opted to try for a second Civic title for 2024. “People
could have said it was a fluke the year before but I came back the
next year, with harder competition, and won in a more dominant
way, which felt great,” Edmundson explains. “Some great names
came into it, like Josh Files and Lewis Kent. Any of the top 15
could probably win a race and that’s what spurred me on.”

Files was among his Area team-mates for the new campaign and
Edmundson describes him as “like my big brother”. “Me and Josh
worked well together — he was helping me with the data,” he adds.

This bond developed into the pair sharing a Civic Type R in
a Snetterton Saloons round when Files’s regular co-driver was
unable to make it. “I outqualified Josh in his own car!” laughs
Edmundson, who says he struggled more for race pace, although

=

they still netted class success. “I'm used to Civic sprint races
so it was weird him getting out of the car and me jumping in.”

The pair may get on well away from the track, but they also had
some terrific battles on it in the Civic Cup - and these were helping
to get Edmundson noticed. “I saw him at Oulton Park, he was
duking it out with Josh Files and the pair of them were gapping
the field,” says Pete Jones, managing director of the Restart
Racing British Touring Car team and someone who helps support
promising drivers who struggle for funding. “He’s a real talent.”

When one of Edmundson’s sponsors dropped out, Jones stepped
in to help him continue his march to another title. Nine wins and
four further podium finishes, including some brilliant charges
through the field during the reversed-grid contests, helped propel
him to a more comfortable triumph and dispel any lingering
question marks surrounding his 2023 success. Such performances
mean Jones believes the teenager can make it to the top of the
tin-top tree. “I see him as a future BTCC driver,” reckons Jones,

HOW AREA’S SUCCESS IS SPREADING TO NEW FRONTIERS

Max Edmundson’s two Civic Cup titles have
extended Area Motorsport’s incredible record
in the series to eight titles in 11 years.

While Edmundson and multiple TCR champion
Josh Files duelled for this year’s crown, Alistair
Camp and Harvey Caton also contributed to an

Move into Audi TTs has
yielded instant results §¥
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unprecedented clean sweep of race wins for
the Staffordshire-based squad, whose drivers
filled the championship’s top six.

“I don’t think we’ve really done anything
different to previous years as a team,” says Area
boss Rob Baker, who himself won the Civic title

A
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in both 2014 and 2018. “We’ve certainly ensured
that everything is identical across the board on
the cars - set-up stuff down to a millimetre, down
to a kilo on the corner weights, all that sort of
stuff. So, when a driver is saying ‘my car’s doing
this’ and another one’s saying ‘mine’s doing this’,
| know straight away that it’s the driver and not
the car. And I’'m not harsh with the drivers, but I’'m
not scared to tell them that: ‘You’re telling me the
car’s understeering but in reality it’s you creating
the understeer. | think they all appreciate that.”

The former Pyro Motorsport engineer founded
the team when others wanted to emulate his
success in Civics. It has quickly established itself
as a powerhouse in national and club racing.
Baker and Carl Swift scored three consecutive
Club Enduro crowns over 2020-22, and Area has
won 20 races in TCR UK since 2021. This year it
also swept the board in the inaugural Audi TT
Cup championship season, winning 16 of 18
races as Bradley Burns headed team-mates
Matt Luff and Swift in the standings.

Baker is particularly proud of his squad’s
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who has also supported the likes of Chris Smiley, Ronan Pearson
and Dan Lloyd. “If he’s not in a car, he’s on a sim - that’s all he
thinks about - and it shows. He’s pretty wily and very reflective
of his choices. That’s why he’s been so successful because

he’s driving beyond his years.”

For all his success in Civics over the past couple of years,
Edmundson confesses to not exactly being overenthusiastic
about joining the championship originally. “A friend was doing
it at the time,” he explains of how the Civic Cup first appeared
on his radar. “I didn't want to race a Honda, then I jumped in
and loved them! They’re low power so you have to keep the
momentum up and they’re not on slicks. It’s close, clean,
competitive racing - that was what interested us.”

But, with two titles now under his belt, it’s time for Edmundson
to try to progress up the racing ladder - not that he’s expecting it to
be easy. The top JCW class of the Mini Challenge or TCR UK are the
categories he has considered to continue the front-wheel-drive

Baker was Club Enduro
champion with Swift
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performance in the new arena. “You have to say
Civic Cup, yes, it’s nailed down,” he admits, “but
we’ve done something new this year and, in a
way, dominated that as well. Other people have
had the leg-up in terms of experience, doing them
the previous year. | hadn’t done anything with TTs
until probably January this year. | did three test
days with Files, and that’s how we ended up with
our base set-up for the TTs. | think sometimes

you’ve got to invest your own money.”
Contesting three championships on the same
package means regularly having 15 cars to tend.
For a team with only two full-time employees
working alongside Baker, the logistics are a
challenge, but preparation is key. “I'd say that
50% of racing is won in the workshop, ironing
things out so you’re not chasing your tail on
a test day,” reckons Baker. “I definitely use

MAX EDMUNDSON CLUB AUTOSPORT
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First title in 2023 came
after Thackeray had
engine woes at Brands
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“I didn’t want to race a Honda,
then I jumped in and loved them!
It’s close, clean, competitive racing”

theme, but Edmundson says it’s now all down to finances.

“The Civic Cup is great value for money but there’s nothing

that’s a small jump from it,” he says, adding that he does indeed

have an eye on the BTCC for the future. “My long-term goal

would be to make a career out of it. But it all depends now

on budget - and if I don't raise the budget, I won't be racing.”
Considering the manner in which Edmundson has established

himself as the Civic pacesetter, and beaten far more experienced

drivers in the process, he would certainly be deserving of that

move onto a bigger stage. 4

Area has been a regular
frontrunnerin TCR UK

GARY HAWKINS
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my time wisely with drivers. | don’t sit there

for an hour looking at finer details, I look at

the bigger picture with most of them.
“Ultimately, | have the right staff in the

right places. A lot of the staff have been with

me seven, eight years. When we had seven new

people this year, | could be confident that they’re

showing them how we do things correctly.”

MARK PAULSON
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BOOK REVIEW
INSIDE MERCEDES F1:
LIFE IN THE FAST LANE
Matt Whyman

RRP £22

The inner sanctum of
Formula 1 is open to
precious few people and,
even then, the daily workings of teams,
with all their secrets, are open to fewer still.
Even to the media, access is strictly limited.

It is with this in mind that the pages
of Matt Whyman'’s Inside Mercedes F1:

Life in the Fast Lane passed by with sheer
amazement at the level of behind-the-
scenes access that had been permitted
and, seemingly, requested by Mercedes,
with a message of ‘we want you to push
us, and we will push you'.

Despite this, there is a detectable sheen
of PR and messaging that comes across,
with the only hint of a slip coming in the
much-talked-about comment from team
principal Toto Wolff, when he says “everyone
has a shelf-life” while speaking about

seven-time world champion Lewis Hamilton.

Whyman was embedded within the
Mercedes F1 team throughout the 2023
season, a campaign that the German
marque had hoped would feature its return
to the top of the sport after a controversial
championship loss to Max Verstappen in
the 2021 Abu Dhabi finale, and a difficult
2022 as the squad struggled to get to grips
with the all-new regulations.

[——

Hamilton managed six
podium visits during |
the 2023 season =
|l e

70 AUTOSPORT.COM 28 NOVEMBER 2024

ETHERINGTON

To keep the lesson on recent history

short, what followed was another year

of considerable disappointment, as

Red Bull and its superstar Dutchman
completed the most dominant season on
record, with 19 wins in 22 races. Mercedes,
in contrast, saw Hamilton feature on the
podium six times, and George Russell twice.
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The simplest task would have been to
have simply chronicled the season as it
progressed, reflecting on the on-track
performances while making observations
on what’s going on around the author. But
instead, Whyman throws himself right into
the mix, finding out what makes team
personnel tick and getting to know them
on a personal level - travelling with and
acting as an official member of the
squad dressed in the full garb.

While this makes for an interesting and
incredibly nerdy read, it comes at a cost, and
Inside Mercedes F1 can hardly be described as
a page-turner. A chapter at a time is perfectly
manageable, however. A highlight comes in
chapter 13, when we move into the early
stages of 2024 and Mercedes learns that
Lewis Hamilton has signed for Ferrari, only
a handful of months after he had signed a
fresh two-year deal to stay at Brackley.

The chapter looks at Wolff, his character,
and how he runs the team with little
engineering knowledge of his own. It even
includes something of a catchphrase of
the Austrian’s, familiar to those within the
paddock: “Formula 1 racing is about physics,
not mystics.” Without delving into spoiler
territory, the way Wolff describes his work
and family lives is very telling of the man,
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Book takes a
deep dive into the
inner workings of the _
Mercedes F1
operation

GALLOWAY

Autosport Q&A

Haydn Cobb and Jake Boxall-Legge join Bryn Lucas for the
Autosport Q&A podcast. On the agenda this week: how high
is Max Verstappen on the list of all-time Formula 1 greats?;
has the Franco Colapinto hype train derailed?; and the
latest on the General Motors F1 entry for 2026.

YAUTOSPORT
autosport.com/podcast

AND MOTORSPORT

and adds colour to the black-and-white
nature of what you see on screen.

The main area of confliction is the photo
pages, which come in two small sections.

CADILLACFORMULA1TEAM

While there are some gorgeous images of the Cadillac “agreement in principle” to be F1’s 11th team
cars on track - especially in Las Vegas - and In a shock announcement, Formula 1 revealed that it has an

of the drivers in various locations from the “agreement in principle” with General Motors to join the grid in
factory to the paddock, these are nothing 2026 via its Cadillac brand. Bryn Lucas is joined by Jake Boxall-
new and similar offerings are available to Legge in a special video to break down how the negotiations
anyone who is willing to spend a few suddenly got pushed through during the Las Vegas GP weekend.

moments searching the internet.
But there are some highlights for fellow
nerds, these being the less visually

impressiye images of j[he factory, t}.le . 5 WHAT’S ON 3
preparation and the simulator. While it

cannot be denied that some of the garage

photography showcases behind-the-scenes | NTE H N A" 0 N AI_ M UTU HSPU HT

action, images from within the beating

heart of the team’s factory offer access to Qatar Grand Prix Formula 2 K& Live Sky Sports F1,

an area seen by far fewer people, with F1 World Championship Round 13/14 Sat 2000, Sun 1055

camera access to these zones strictly Round 23/24 Losail, Qatar

limited and, quite often, outright banned. Losail, Qatar 30 November-1December GT World Challenge
If you're looking for something to read over 30 November-1 December &l Live Sky Sports F1, Endurance Cup

a period of time rather than a book to binge K& Live Sky Sports F1, Sat 1600, Sun 1215 Round 5/5

in one or two sittings, this could be for you. Sat 1300, Sun 1555 Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

This is definitely aimed at the more hardcore L& Highlights F1 Academy 30 November

fan, but there is nothing to prevent a new Sky Sports F1, Sun 1930, Round 6/7 I3 Livestream YouTube

viewer who watched the 2023 season from Channel 4,2100 Losail, Qatar

enjoying it with a basic working knowledge. 30 November-1 December

SAM HALL
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FROM THE ARCHIVE

The 27-car field that had started the
1984 British Grand Prix at Brands
Hatch was down to 23 barely three
corners into the race. Here the
wrecked RAM of Philippe Alliot, Eddie
Cheever’s Alfa Romeo and the Tyrrell
of Stefan Johansson take to the grass
at Graham Hill Bend, while behind
them Jo Gartner’s Osella wallops
the tyre wall. Gartner had failed to
qualify, but was allowed to tag along
at the back due to the likelihood of
the 25th and 26th-qualifying Tyrrells’
ineligibility to score points - later

to become exclusion from the
championship. The incident was
triggered by an over-optimistic move
by Cheever’s team-mate Riccardo
Patrese on the Williams of Jacques
Laffite; the Italian got all out of shape,
Johansson and Cheever lifted off in
avoidance and Alliot clattered into

- and over - them both, seemingly
at undiminished speed, as Gartner
also got caught up in the midst of the
chaos. Patrese emerged unscathed,
ending the race classified 13th and
last after running out of fuel five laps
from the finish - then was party to a
free and frank exchange of opinions
instigated by Cheever.

I For more great photographs,
visit motorsportimages.com
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RYAN HUNTER-REAY MY FAVOURITE... CAR

s the machine in which
A he achieved his greatest

career successes, Ryan

Hunter-Reay’s pick for his
favourite car comes as no surprise. The
more pertinent question is establishing
the 2012 IndyCar champion and 2014
Indianapolis 500 winner’s preferred
Dallara DW12 specification.

Named after its late development
driver Dan Wheldon, the DW12 can be
considered as a family of cars that share
the same name. Although its carbon fibre
monocoque is unchanged, numerous
facelifts have resulted in vastly different
aero characteristics, while the extra
weight due to the arrival of hybrid
power means today’s iteration is “a
completely different car” to drive.

Hunter-Reay picks the Chevrolet-
powered version he raced in 2012-13,
above the Honda he drove to Victory Lane
at the Brickyard, as his favourite DW12.
That his ongoing Indy 500-only deal with
Dreyer & Reinbold Racing uses Chevy
engines is circumstantial when
expressing his preference.

“I'really got on well with the DW12
when it came out,” explains Hunter-Reay.
“It was producing a lot of downforce; it
was way lighter than it is now and that
really suited my driving style. I need a
lot of front aero, a very positive front
end, and that car allowed me to develop
my set-ups to suit me. We started
with a clean sheet of paper and
that really benefited us.”

ABBOTT

DW12 took
Hunter-Reay
to 2012 title

GILBERT

Hunter-Reay points to 2012 being “such a
special time in IndyCar” as the first time
since he'd arrived at the pinnacle of the US
open-wheel scene in 2003 that he’d been
involved with developing a brand-new car
and engine, with the 2.2-litre V6 turbos
arriving. RH-R was heavily involved in
test and development, which he regards
as “a huge maturation process”.

He believes the DW12 reset “came at
the exactly the right time” in his career
since “I was just starting to hit my stride”.
That was borne out by four wins putting
him in the frame. When Will Power
crashed at Fontana, Hunter-Reay held his
nerve to deliver a title Andretti Autosport
(now Andretti Global) has still to repeat.

“I'was firing on all cylinders, the team
was as well,” he reflects. “Operating
under that pressure also prepared me
for the 2014 Indy 500 win.”

JAMES NEWBOLD

IN NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE

‘Contest in Qatar

WHO WILL TAKE CHARGE IN CONSTRUCTORS’ CONTEST
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Being the last on the brakes isn't just a [ J _
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test of skill, it's also a test of how much
confidence a driver has in their brakes.

With unique Fade Resistant Technology™,
Halo P1 has a far lower and far more

stable level of compressibility over a wide h I
temperature range than the competition— q 0

giving drivers the confidence that their By Orthene
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art of braking.
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