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Quite simply the pinnacle of 91|
development. First drive, p42
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v PORSCHE 911 v NOBLE M600 v MERC SLS v FORD GT

Fwe daya ® [000 miles @ Road and track @ \ﬂdepermdemt Fgureg . One u\tlmate winner

\ New Jaguar XKR'?]S!%

The ultimate XK gatecrashes
the legendary Mille Miglia

Fastest ever Skoda

evo to battle Bonneville. ..
in a 600bhp Octavia vRS!

M6 Buying Guide
BMW's screaming VI0 coupe

now from just £22,000




It's hard to catch Audi at Le Mans.
Not so hard at Goodwood.



Audi F“\[ FH
Vorsprung durch Technik S Jo Je S’

The Le Mans 24 Hours is arguably the most gruelling
race in motorsport. To win, you need to build cars
and drivers of supreme endurance. For Audi, Le Mans
also represents a unique opportunity to develop and
test new innovations, like the Audi ultra Lightweight
technology in this years R18 1DI race cars. o find
out more about this and Audi’s record at Le Mans,
come to the Goodwood Festival of Speed between
1st and 3rd July. Or as it should possibly be called this
year, the Festival of Speed and Endurance.

audi.co.uk/GCGoodwood



A Daimler Brand

Life 1s short. The new SLK.

Prices from just £29,980~

from £29,980.00 on-the-road. Model featured is a new Mercedes-Benz SLK 200 BlueEFFICIENCY (Manual) at £33,795.00 on-the-road including optional 18 all::u;r wheels at E?IE-GD, optional Intelhgent
Fund Licence, number plates, new vehicle registration fee and fuel). Prices correct at time of going to print.
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ostoreMags.com - Free Magazines Download in rue

Extra Urban 51.4 {55}'533{53}, Combined SQB[? 1 ]'d35{65J CO, Emissions: 16/-151 g;‘fkm.'ThE new Mercedes-Benz SLK-Class range starts

-
Light System at £895.00, optional sports suspension at £205.00, optional nappa leather upholstery at £1,355.00 and optional metallic paint at £645.00 (price includes VAI, delivery, 12 months Road

Relsase: Storablags & Fantablag



NAVITIMER CHRONOMAT
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BREITLING

INSTRUMENTS FOR PROFESSIONALS™

With its Manufacture Caliber 01, Breitling has created the most reliable, accurate
and top-performance of all selfwinding chronograph movements - entirely
produced in its own workshops and chronometer-certified by the COSC. A
perfectly logical accomplishment for a brand that has established itself as
the absolute benchmark in the field of mechanical chronographs.

For your nearest stockist in Great Britain and Ireland telephone 020 7637 5167

storeMags.com - Free Magazines Download in True PDF format

WWW.BREITLING.COM

TRANSOCEAN

Release: StoreMags & Fantalag



“THERE'S MORE TO LIFE THAN A VOLVO. THERE'S TOMORROW.

AND THE DAY AFTER. WITH LOW EMISSIONS AND GREAT
FUEL ECONOMY, THE S60 DRiVe IS DESIGNED T0 MAKE
}ll.llilli\l'g %S“TEDF TODAY AND TOMORROW. THAT'S WHY YOU

o - i - "
- — _ .
F F ) - - |
e,iz'r:'.
;. |

 A— /

THE BERUTIFULLY EFFICIENT VOLVO 560 DRiVe

THE ALL-NEW VOLVO 360 DRive
VOLVOCARS.CO.UK




14 News

We're off to the Bonneville salt
flats, with Dickie Meaden aiming
for some records. In a Skoda. ..

059 Letters
Chris Harns strikes a chord with
one reader — and annoys another

063 On the cover:
McLaren MP4-12C,
the definitive test

McLaren’s MP4-12C squares
up to Ferrari's 458 Iralia,
reigniting a road car rivalry
that’s been dormant for years.

911 Turbo S, SLS AMG and
Noble M600 join them on our
favourite roads for the definitive
test. And we've introduced a
wild card: a former evo Car of

the Year, the fabulous Ford GT.

et battle commence...

099 Mille Miglia special

It’s one of the world’s most icomic
road races, and while it’s no longer
against the clock, legendary racing
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cars vie to take part every vear.
Henry Catchpole sets off in pursuit
in the brilliant new Jaguar XKR-S,
while Harry Metcalfe joins the
party in his Ferrari 550 Barcherra

14 Lotus Elise Club
Racer v Caterham 7
Supersport

T'he sun has got 1ts hat irmly on at
the moment, so Roger Green takes
the opportunity to top up his tan in
a brace of new Briush sports cars
with added hghtness

20 We race the
new Aston Zagato

Half the ofhce seems to be racing
at the Nirburgring 24 hours this
month, but only one of us, a very
lucky Richard Meaden, 1s doing 1t
in a Kermit-green Zagatoed V12
Vantage. Here's the build-up

25 Long-term tests

We ease the pain of losing our
Megane 250 {:1.1]‘.‘1 h‘_lp' WL"IL':}ming 1
a Ferrani 458 Italia and a Mercedes
SLS AMG. We've also oot a Mini

Countryman, the keys for which
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have landed on the desk of our
newest staft member. Well, he
wasn 't here to argue at the nme. ..

43 BMW Mé
buying guide
A 500bhp BMW M6 for the price
of a 200bhp VW Scirocco? Too
good to be true? Here's how to
avold getting vour fingers burned

54 The Knowledge
Unsure of the MG ZS 180’s kerb
weight? Flick to our data section
sharpish before you embarrass
vourself in casual conversation

/1 Ask the Experts

Our panel of geniuses explain
the benefts of run-flat tyres, how
to modify a Porsche GG'T'3 and
what vou should replace vour
stolen car with

/8 Me and My Car

Has L.rt'i:r_'u'd;t}' car 1s a Golf. but

we're more interested i1n his other

vehicle, the one with the projected
H]lli]ihnph rop Hprud. Yep, It's Wing
Commander Andy Green

= 24|

AUGUST 2011

PORSCHE GT3 RS 4.0
LOTUS EVORA IPS
HONDA CR-Z MUGEN

PORSCHE PANAMERA
TURBO 5

ZOLFE GTC4
JAGUAR XFR
JAGUAR XKR
ASTON MARTIN CYGNET

SUPERCHIPS MINI
COOPER S

MERCEDES C250 CD|
COUPE

MERCEDES C350 CGl
COUPE |



THE ONLY THINGMORE
ATTRAGTIVE IS THE
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IS ADVANCE SPORTS
SALOON AND CONVERTIBLE

This summer they are available for a seriously good locking price.

Representative Example

. Model . Term 35Monthly | Cash price Customer Finance Fixed rate Amount Guaranteed | Total amount
payments deposit Deposit of interes! of credit Future Value/ | payable
Allowance (per annum) Optional final
payment Representative
IS200d Advance | 36 months | E299 £24995 £6,346.65 | E1000 3.55% k1764835 | £9974.70 £27786.35 | 69%APR"

Lexus IS "Highest Overall Ownership
Satisfaction among Compact Executive Cars’.

O exus

I he pursuit ot pertection

S Series prices start from k24,870 OTR. Models shown are: 15 200d Advance costing k25,605 OTR and IS5 2500 Advance priced at k37390, both include optional metallic paint at K610, Prices comect at time of publishing and include VAT, defivery, number
plates, full tank of fuel, one year's road bund licence and £S5 first registration fee. +69% APR Represantative over 3 years on Lexus Connect Contract Purchase (PCP) availsble on all new [5 Series, when ordered between 26 May and 30 June 201 and registered
and financed between 26 May and 31 December 20T, through Lexus Financial Services, Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey, KT18 SUZ at participating Lexus Centres . Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this
offer Terms and conditions apply Excess mileage charge applies over 30,000 miles a1 12 pence per mila. Indemndies may be requred. Finance subject 1o status to over 185 only. Lexus Centres are ndependent of Leaus Financial Services. Subject to availability.
The Lexus IS received the highest numerical score among compact executive cars in the proprietary D\ Power and Associates 2071 UK Vehicle Ownership Satislaction Study™ . Study based on 16,840 UK consumer responses measuring 108 modeds and
measures cwnership satisfaction with 2 year old vehicles. Proprietary study results are based on expenriences and perceplions of consumers surveyed f‘hrun'ﬁu'iﬂ'lﬂFﬁhn.u-y 20N, Your experiences nﬂyﬂr'_r Wisit )doowercom

5 Series fuel consumption figures: urban 16.3-44.8 mpg (17.3-6.3 L/100km), extra urban 33.6-64.2 mpg (8.4-4.4 L/100km), combined 24 4 —'ﬁﬁ‘dﬁﬁj ﬂ1 6 ﬁ"ll:’ﬂﬂﬂlgﬁ}[f‘ i
CO; emissions combined 270-134 g/km
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ED SPEAK

Without doubt, this has been one of the most important months for not only
evo but the performance car itself. Never has a sports car come along that so
comprehensively rewrites the rules for what a performance car 1s and what 1t can
achieve for the money. The MclLaren MP4-12C is an extraordinarily capable
machine. It offers near-Veyron levels of pace with GT-R levels of authority
in any-weather, cross-country conditions. And as absurd as 1t sounds for a
car that costs as much as a decent house, | find the McLaren’s technology /£
ratio remarkable.

For evo, this has been one of our greatest challenges — to deliver a compelling
and thorough dissection of this car. To convey 1ts significance in the market, 1ts
ultimate driving ability, 1ts performance against key rivals and — most importantly
— to understand and describe the methods 1t employs to elicit emotional response.
Simply put, never has it been more important for evo to adhere rigidly to our
mantra of “T'he Thrill of Driving’ than this month. The result 1s fascinating, but
I'll break evo tradition and not reveal 1t here..

Not a bad month for a newbie to start at evo then! Mike Duft has joined us as
our new motoring editor in charge of, among other things, evo.co.uk, various
digital projects and the ‘front end’ of the mag, including news. You'll like Mike
— he’s helplessly in love with the automobile, hugely knowledgeable and a well-
respected and experienced motoring journalist.

In other news, we're launching a new forum category
at evo.co.uk this month simply utled ‘evo magazine’.
We feel 1t 1s important that you have an opportunity
to discuss features in the magazine with those evo
writers, photographers and designers who created 1t —so
log-on and fire some questions at us. I'll imagine you'll
have some comments to make regarding the big test
this month...

/7

#

Nick Trott, Editor

EVO ONLINE

i0 TEARS

McLAREN F1

EVO DOWNLOADS iPAD EVO TRACKDAYS

B Visit evo.co.uk/download to geta M evo's benchmark iPad edition B Join evo at the Prescott Hill
free digital magazine celebrating the continues to make waves in Climb on July 6. With expert

McLaren F1 and the MP4-12C. On

the same page you can download
free evo wallpapers too!

instructors and evo staffers
oresent, it'll be a day to remember.
Book at www.evo.co.uki/shop

interactive publishing. To find out
why for yourse f, just search the

App Store for ‘evo magazine’

HERO OF THE NONT
CHRIS PORRITT

B Aston Martin's One-77 programme manager hasn't got a bad job. He recently steered
said car at over 220mph at Nardo and spends a fair amount of time at the Ring testing
and racing various Astons. For the past few years he’s been an essential part of Aston
Martin's Nurburgring 24-hour campaign, in which evo is again taking part this year (see
evo.co.uk). But what makes him this month’s hero is the spirit and verve with which he
goes about his job. He takes nothing for granted, works extraordinary hours (he spent
three days solid at Aston preparing the Zagato for its Ring debut last month) and takes
the definition of 'mucking in’ to another level. Great bloke.

BVO.couk cwikker Youl [



i

3
=

[

:

Storellags.cotm - Fiee [ag:

evo heads to t]]f;‘ Isle nf'\l;m to witness Subaru’s extraordinary

attempt on the T'T course road-car lap
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WITH ITS 2-LITRE ENGINE TUNED TO
600BHP, THIS OCTAVIA IS SET TO BECOME
THE FASTEST SKODA EVER — WITH EVO'S
RICHARD MEADEN BERHIND THE VWHEEL

U |4 Fictures: Malcolm Grffths

ere’s one that would
have an old-school
comedian scratching
his head. Have you
heard the one about
the Skoda with
600bhp, a top speed of somewhere
over |86mph — and no rear brakes!?

You'll need to add some
imagination, but the ordinary-looking
red Octavia vRS you see here is in
the process of being transformed
into a fully fledged speed record
challenger — and our very own
Richard Meaden will be the man
driving it on the Bonneville Salt Flats.

Once its transformation is
complete — and the appropriately
fast-looking livery you see in the
rendering has been applied - the
Octavia will be heading to the States
to take part in the legendary Speed
Week this August, with the stated
aim of becoming the fastest car ever
to wear a Skoda badge.

The speed run is being done to
celebrate the 10th anniversary of
Skoda's vRS performance sub-brand,
with the Octavia undergoing a total
transformation at the hands of VW
Group’s mechanics in Milton Keynes
with the team led by sometime
superbike racer Ricky Elder.

‘The car was brand new - it had
just eight miles on the clock, says
Elder. "We started off by completely
gutting it and then sent it along to
Safety Devices to have a specially
designed roll-cage fitted. It's massive,
it's unbelievable. A track car can
dissipate energy by running through
a gravel trap or hitting a tyre wall,
but if it all goes wrong at 200mph on
the Flats there's nothing to hit — the
energy in the car has to be absorbed
by it hitting the floor and rolling. You
can crash for 1000 yards, easy.

Unlike conventional racers, speed
record cars don't need to save weight
— in fact the Octavia might actually
need some extra ballast.

‘The problem is that driving on
salt is like driving on water,” explains
Elder. ‘If you're too light the car will
basically aquaplane... The stock car is
|875kg and stripping the interior has
probably saved 250kg, but the cage
will put us back even and were going
to make provision to bolt weight into
the car, probably with two posts to
hold bench-press weights.

Mechanically the Octavia has been
transformed with coil-over dampers,
23in wheels and high-speed tyres,
and the lowest possible ride height.

The dﬂurfnﬁﬁw} mﬂ.’d:fff‘?f ﬂtiﬂjﬁw Y
| 1 — r i

~— |1




Far left: car
started ourt as a

regular Octavia
vRS. Bottom left:
2-litre engine
was removed for
its 550bhp-plus
makeover. Above:
massive roll-cage
will help keep
Meaden safe. Left:
'tii - pedals have been
. % moved back in the
cockpit. Below:
how the finished
car should look

<

been binned to improve aerodynamics. = to be able to move, so everything has = G-05, featuring a 65mm billet-cut other. In theory you get twice as
Inside, all trim has been removed, to be within reach, explains Elder. compressor wheel. much air onto twice as many blades
the all-metal drag racing seat is set It's under the bonnet that things ‘The size of the turbo means it as a stock turbo. The engine will
a foot further back than normal and get really interesting. The Octavia’s probably won't start spooling until rev to around 7800rpm, with peak
the pedals and steering column have standard 2-litre T5l engine has been 4500rpm,’ says Elder. ‘Because it's a power between /300 and 7600rpm.’
been moved — all to ensure Meaden transformed by Race Developments “twin blade” it's effectively got two How much power! We don't know
sits under the protection of the main in Gloucester with a lightened compressor blades sat on top of each = yet — as we closed for press, the
hoop of the cage. and balanced crank and a gas-

"When Dickie’s strapped in wearin flowed cylinder head. The ECU
s “Michelin Man® st —an SFL | has been tweaked by Revo Technik ‘AT 200MPH YOU CAN CRASH
20 approved race suit, the highest and the standard turbo has been

standard there is — heq‘s barely going replaced with a monstrous Garrett FOR 1000 YA RDS, EA SK. . 5
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new engine hadn't been on the test a limited-slip diff, it's standard.’ WHY 1S DICKIE DOING THIS?
bench. But the engineering team are There's just one thing the Octavia |

confident of getting between 550bhp = will be lacking, and that's rear brakes. oing to Bonneville Speed

and 600bhp. Perhaps surprisingly, The team are planning to remove G Week is something I've

considering the projected outputs, them to improve aerodynamics. always dreamed of doing,

the transmission is almost standard. Stopping will be down to the front so to get involved with Skoda's

And until Dickie pops his first brave brakes and a drag-racing-spec project is really exciting.

pill, we don't know how fast it will go = parachute, capable of generating 3G No, I'll grant you, an Octavia

either, although the gearing gives a of retardation. vRS isn’'t the most obvious choice

clear indication of its potential. Once finished and shaken-down for the Salt Flats, but | think the

‘We worked out that with the in the UK, the car will be shipped challenge of making a car go much

stock transmission 7700rpm would to America by container in time for faster than it should do is true to -

be |78mph, says Elder. "That's not Speed Week. You'll be able to read the Bonneville ethos. : "
enough, so we've taken the gearbox the full story in evo — and find out The guys at Revo Technik have =L A »
from an Octavia GreenLine, the just how fast Dickie manages to go - been working very hard on the t—-———-— T
high-economy diesel, and now it later this year. engine build and mapping, and i

works out perfectly — 7700rpm is we're hoping to see the 2-litre TFSI

20imph. Other than that, apart from = Follow the story at www.evo.co.uk engine develop as much as 600bhp.

That'’s a lot to ask from a motor unique, slippery and completely

W 1 that still has many production alien surface on which to drive, so

To create the speed record car, 2 components, but the team at Revo I'll have a lot to learn. Maintaining
brand new Octavia vR> has been is confident it's strong enough to traction is the major challenge, and
comprenensively stripped, with take the boost. the key to hitting a big speed. To be
R & o seats, rim, carpecs As ever, time has been a big factor  honest, I've no idea what it'll feel
and electrics binned. ; ;
in the build of the car. Fortunately like powering across the Salt Flats,
we've had lots of support and nor how fast the Octavia will go.
advice from the Southern California  The dream is definitely to achieve
Timing Association, who are the 200mph, but so long as | can get
governing body for Speed Week. the most from what we have ['ll feel
For my part, the driving is going like I've done my bit.
to be a real adventure. Salt is a August can't come soon enough!

‘THE DRIVING IS GOING TO BE
A REAL ADVENTURE’

The metal Kirkey race seat has

been chosen for safety reasons — it's
| capable of withstanding the sort of

| forces that would cause a compaosite
| seat to shatter.

_eft: it may look more or less
ke a regular Octavia, but the

Mﬁmw*ﬁ - modifications required for the

high-speed run are numerous

Sloreliege.com - Fee [Uegazhes Dewnicad [u 11

TYRES

| The massive Goodyear
Eagle tyres are basically
the same spec that

get fitted to the front
wheels of dragsters.
Their 23in diameter
reduces rotational
speed and theyre
inflated to 60psi.

The Simpson racing parachute

is identical to what you'd find
stopping a top fuel dragster.

It features both a drone and a
main chute and will have to be
carefully repacked between runs.

016

Relezse, Storahlags & Fantahlag
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C PLESS GERMANS REVEALEL

FIRST PICTURES OF AUDI R8 GT AND MERCEDES SLS AMG IN
DROP-TOP FORM; BOTH DUE IN UK BEFORE END OF YEAR

t must be summer — Audi and
Mercedes have both revealed
roadster versions of their
flagship models, although
neither will be landing in the
UK before the autumn.

The R8 GT Spyder follows on from
last year's stripped-and-ripped GT
coupe, and delivers the same script. It
uses carbonfibre panels and lightweight
seats to save some 85kg over the
standard V10 Spyder — although at
|640kg it’s still 155kg heavier than the
Lamborghini Gallardo Performante it
shares its core architecture with.

As in the GT coupe, the 5.2-litre VIO
engine has been boosted from 518bhp
to 552bhp, here translating into what
Audi claims is a 3.8sec 0-62mph
time and a |97mph top speed. A six-

POLESTAR POSSIBLE

o official announcement
has been made, but evo
has learned that Volvo is
giving serious consideration
to bringing a production version of
last year's C30 Performance Car
Concept to the UK.

A team from Polestar, the Swedish
racing and tuning company that built
the concept, recently visited Britain
to discuss the model with Volvo
dealers. According to our source the
meeting was told that a production

J‘-:.

speed R-tronic automated manual
transmission is standard. A regular
manual is not an option.

Mercedes has also released details
for the forthcoming roadster version
of the SLS. The open-top loses the
coupe’s trademark gullwing doors, but
some clever engineering means that,
despite body reinforcement and the
mechanism that operates the folding
fabric hood, it's only 40kg heavier than
Its coupe sister.

Power comes from the same 563bhp
6.2-litre V8, with drive delivered
rearwards by a seven-speed twin-
clutch gearbox. The claimed 0-62mph
time is 3.8sec with a top speed north
of 180mph. Mercedes has also been
careful to keep the 5LS's grand touring
credentials intact, with the conversion

VOLVO CONSIDERING LIMITED RUN OF
400BHP, FOUR-WHEEL-DRIVE C30 FOR UK

\\

version would keep both the
concept’s four-wheel-drive powertrain
and output of around 400bhp. Power
will come from a highly tuned version
of Volvo's familiar 2.5-litre TS’
turbocharged petrol motor — the
same engine that powered the recent
Focus RS. If it delivers on those
numbers, the C30 would represent
a serious challenge to the recently
launched Audi RS3.

It's by no means guaranteed the car
will come here, though. Our source

1 . -._:-_;._,I'I -_.- [, !:l_. !':-__ - AL

losing just three litres of boot capacity
compared with the coupe.

Official UK prices haven't been
released for either yet, but you'll
definitely need deep pockets. The R8
GT Spyder is set to retail for 207,800
euros before taxes in Germany —
suggesting a price in Blighty of about

also told us that some of those in
the meeting raised serious doubts
about the suggested £50,000 price
point — £/0K more than the 335bhp
Audi — leaving dealers fearing they'll
. struggle to find buyers for even the 30 |

£200,000. Sales begin in October and,

as with the coupe, only 333 cars will be
produced - all left-hand drive — with
around 30 coming to the UK.

The SLS Roadster will make its debut
at the Frankfurt show, with British
sales starting in November — and dont
expect much change from £180,000.

right-hand-drive examples Polestar is
proposing to make.

'If the car was to come here it
would have to fit into a broader
performance strategy, a Volvo
spokesman told us.

evocouk Ol 7
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SESTO ELEMENTO
FOR PRODUCTION? &

DEVELOPMENT OF LAMBORGHINI CONCEPT
CONTINUES; LIMITED RUN OF 20 CARS POSSIBLE

amborghini is on the

verge of deciding whether

to put its recent Sesto
‘ Elemento motor show

concept into extremely
imited production.

evo has learned that senior
managers in Sant’Agata are keen to
give the green light to a production
run of just 20 cars based on the
stunning carbonfibre concept shown at
last year’s Paris show. And if the Sesto
Elemento (which translates as 'Sixth
Element’ in Italian) does go ahead,
it's set to be even more expensive
than the last limited-run Lambo,
the Reventdn, with each car costing
around 2million euros (£1.75m).

Despite the stratospheric price tag,
Lamborghini insiders have confirmed
that there are no plans to homologate
the Sesto Elemento for road use.
‘Even if we do decide to make the
car, it will never be road-legal,” a well-
placed source told us. So owners
would be limited to using the car on
track, although this would enable it to
avoid punitive taxes charged on road
cars imported into some markets.

As shown at Paris, the baby supercar
has an ultra-lightweight body made
almost entirely from carbonfibre,
reducing its kerb weight to less than
|000kg compared with the 1410kg
of the Gallardo LP560-4 with which
it shares its 562bhp V10 engine and

018 evocouk

four-wheel-drive system. A company
insider who has driven the concept
described the performance as ‘ballistic’
and Lamborghini says the lack of mass
means it can outsprint a Veyron from
zero to 62mph, with a claimed time
of just 2.5sec. All the weight and
performance targets would stand for
the production version. ‘If it's not
below 1000kg then it's not the Sesto
Elemento any more, our source said.
Although the decision to build the
car has yet to be made, Lamborghini’s

‘1T WOULD BE MORE
EXPENSIVE THAN
THE REVENTON’

engineers have continued development
behind the scenes, encouraged by the
determination of VW Group boss
Martin Winterkorn that Lamborghini
should become the group’s ‘centre of
excellence’ for carbonfibre.

The company has already been
tasked with finding carbon solutions
for cars across all of YW'’s brands. The
Sesto Elemento concept featured both
carbonfibre suspension components
and driveshafts, meaning a production
version could become the perfect
advertisement for the company’s at the 2010 Pastl
expertise with the material. show: car weighs

Michael Taylor less than 1000kg

Sesto Elemento's
all-carbon body

wowed crowds

he Prius family is growing fast.

The new Prius MPV, the Prius

Alpha ("Prius v’ in the US and
Prius Plus in Europe) has just landed in
Japanese showrooms, and now Toyota
is working on the first genuinely
sporty Prius, the Prius Sports Coupe.

> -

~ i

- g .
J P

~ -

PRIUS SPORTS COUPE
IN THE PIPELINE

On the left is a visualisation of how

the Sports Coupe could look when it

debuts in late 2014 — the same year

the next-generation Prius will surface.

Over the past two years we've
caught rumours of estate, convertible
and even SUY Prius variants, but




CATERHAM FUTURE

TEAM LOTUS OWNERSHIP SPELLS NEVV MODELS AND F1 INPUT

ollowing on from the

purchase of the sports

car maker by Team Lotus,

Caterham boss Ansar Al
(right) has been telling evo what the
move means for both companies.

Ali is quick to dispel the rumour
that Team Lotus’s Tony Fernandez
bought Caterham to give a strategic
advantage in his ongoing legal battle
with Group Lotus over the rights to
use the iconic name in F1.

‘It was the other way around,’ he
says. ‘| needed to find a partner, a
co-investor to take the business
forwards. | did a bit of homework on
Tony Fernandez and, based on what
| heard, it seemed like it was worth
a phone call. The rest, as they say, is
history.

Ali says that the deal will give
Caterham both financial stability and
the funding necessary to develop
new models — but he Insists that the
iconic Seven will remain at the heart
of the company’s line-up: ‘Definitely,
unequivocally. For me the Seven
s absolutely core to our business,
but now we can push the product
envelope, staying true to what |
believe are our core values.’

It's too early for any concrete plans
about future models, although Ali
hints that he’s keen to develop a car
that will work in parts of the world
where heat or humidity limit the
appeal of the Seven.

50, to reverse the question, what
does Team Lotus get out of the deal’

“Tony's always wanted to be
involved in the car business, says
Ali. ‘It's no secret he had aspirations

SUDDENLY THE
CATERHAM NAME
WILL HAVEA

will be announced shortly, says Ali.
‘All of a sudden the Caterham brand
and the name Caterham will have

a global audience, something that's
always been a challenge for us.

If Team Lotus ultimately loses the
battle to use its name in F1 then the
Caterham brand could be called in
as a replacement. But even without

that, Ali is confident that Caterham
will have a direct involvement in

GLOBAL AUDIENCE’ | -

for Lotus because he believes in the
philosophy of keeping it light, keeping
it simple — the attributes Caterham
also has from the providence of Colin
Chapman and the Seven. Let’s say the
synergies were obvious.

And where does Caterham fit into

Fernandez's wider interests, including
the F1 team!

‘It will be providing the marketing
platform in association with both the
GP2 and Formula 1 teams, and that

the team’s F1 activities. ‘The details
are still to be finalised,’ he says,
and we'll be making some formal
announcements in due course.’
There's another thing Ali’'s confident
of — that he'll continue to lead
Caterham: ‘This is very personal for
me. I'm very much the head of this
company and I'm looking forward to
going forwards with it

B Read the full interview at evo.co.uk

Below: links with Formula 1

should benefit Caterham. Say's

company MD Ansar Ali (above)

StoreMags.conElCAN eIV oo

the one that has really piqued our
interest is the Prius Sports Coupe
project. Apparently there has been a
strong push from the US market for a
sportier model.

A Toyota insider told us that with
development of the Lexus LFA
supercar scaling down and R&D funds
and personnel being re-routed to
future hybrid sports-car projects,
we can expect to see a proliferation

of more-fun hybrid cars over the
next three to five years. It seems

that Toyota CEO Akio Toyoda - a
rev-head would-be racer — is having

some influence on the company’s car
development programme.

One of the highlights of the Sports
Coupe will be the option of a manual
transmission that Toyota is developing
for hybrids at the Higashi-Fuji proving
ground. That gearbox will be bolted
to the next generation Toyota Hybrid
System (THS), a plug-in hybrid set-up
that will be completely new and not
inherited from the current Prius.

We also hear that the Sports Coupe
will get a rear-wheel-drive platform
from the Lexus GS and IS, and will
combine the plug-in hybrid unit with

Relsase Stordilags & Fantablag

lightweight lithium-ion batteries that
generate significantly more power
than the current Prius’s nickel-metal
hydride items while maintaining class-
leading mileage and COZ2 emissions.

And this is just the beginning. Our
source tells us that, come 2015,
Toyota will create a unique Prius
brand, from which we can expect all
future hybrid models to come forth,
as well as a rumoured hydrogen fuel-
cell-powered saloon. And the flagship
car for the new brand? The Prius
Sports Coupe.

Peter Lyon
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RAPIDE COMES HOME

Production of the Aston
Martin Rapide is coming to
the UK. It's currently the
firm's only model built away
from Gaydon, Rapides instead
being put together by Magna
Steyr in Graz, Austria. But
from late 2012 production of
the four-door will switch to
Warwickshire, where it will

be built alongside the DB9,
DBS, Virage and Vantage. And
with 240 people currently
working on Rapides at Graz,
it could mean an influx of new
jobs at Gaydon.

FREE GT-R SERVICING
The Nissan GT-R's 'sensible
supercar’ credentials have
been given a further boost.
For a limited time, it comes
with a free three-year
servicing package if you buy
your 911 Turbo-beater with
Nissan's own finance plan. It's
valid for up to 27,000 miles
and covers parts, labour, oils
and fluids, while three years’
RAC breakdown cover is also
included in the deal. If you've
already bought your 2011
GT-R, then the package can be
added for £499.

ASTRA GTC UNVEILED
Vauxhall has the VW Scirocco
firmly in its crosshairs with the
new Astra GTC. It's essentially
a three-door Astra with
much more svelte and sporty
styling than its five-door
equivalent. There are four
engine choices for now, with a
|78bhp |.6-litre turbo petrol
the current performance pick
and a 163bhp 2-litre the only
diesel option. Prices kick off at

£18,495. A circa-300bhp Astra
VXR is due in 2012.
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Forget everything you know about hybnds.
The new Panamera S Hybrid.

Luxury, performance, exhilaration. Words not usually associated with hybrids.

Neither is the supercharged 3.0-litre V6 engine and electric motor, delivering a combined 380 hp, and 0-62 mph in just six seconds.

Or the uncompromising comfort from a four door, four seater Porsche. Add to this a fuel consumption of 41.5 mpg with
CO: emissions of just 159 g/km, and you have an unrivalled balance between performance and efficiency.

Re-evaluate what hybrid means. Drive the new Panamera S Hybrid.

Call 08457 911 911 or visit porsche.co.uk to find out how we're redefining performance hybrid technology.

PORSCHE
INTELLIGENT

FPERFORMRANCE

Fuel consumption figures for the Panamera S Hybrid with 19-inch all-season tyres optimised for rolling resistance in mpg (1/100km):
Urban 35.3 (8.0); Extra Urban 46.3 (6.1); Combined 41.5 (6.8). CO: emissions 159 g/km.
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C63 BLACK WILL BE
BEST HANDLING MERC

EMPHASIS ON CHASSIS DYNAMICS TO SPREAD ACROSS RANGE

compression version of the 6.2-litre V8
that powered the CLK 63 AMG Black
Series, meaning that the coupe should
deliver storming straight-line pace

as well. Anticipate a 0-62mph time

of around 4.2sec coupled with a top

speed held back by a |86mph limiter.
Visually, the Black Series will be

distinguished by a deep front splitter

and also a slightly wider track.

- Aggressively flared arches will cover

- 19-inch forged alloy wheels and

carbon-ceramic brake discs.
But although the Black Series will

provide the star power for Merc’s new
emphasis on handling, the company is
determined to spread the philosophy
through the range. Both AMG and
non-AMG versions of upcoming models
will benefit from lessons learned in the
development of the new coupe.

‘Next year’s SL will be a huge
statement in handling from us,
Schiemer promised, ‘and the A-class
four-door coupe will be designed from
the philosophy of handling from the
C-class coupe, too.

senior Mercedes exec has
promised that next year's
Black Series edition of the
recently-launched C63
AMG Coupe will be the ‘best handling
car in the company’s history’
‘The new handling philosophy —
and that's what it is — has left an
impression on all of us, but the [black
series] will really cement it, Mercedes’
VP of project management, Phillip
Schiemer, told evo.
The C63 AMG Coupe will
be powered by the same high-

Michael Taylor
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MOST POWERFUL MEGANE

NEVV "TROPHY VERSION SEES POWER HIKE TO 265BHP VWHILE PRICE RISES TO £2/7,820

which rises to |58mph.

Only 500 of the Mégane Trophy
will be produced, with just 50 of
those destined for the UK. Standard
equipment includes Recaro seats with
yellow seatbelts and 19-inch black
Speedline alloys with red detailing
(reminiscent of those fitted to the Audi
RS3) fitted with Bridgestone Potenza
RSO50A tyres.

Only two colours are available, both
metallic - ‘Liquid Yellow’ or black. The
Trophy costs £27,820, £600 more than a
Mégane Cup 250 fitted with the Recaro
package, and the price includes access
to all RenaultSport’s UK 2012 trackdays.
Deliveries will start in late July.

SR L 6]
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. enault has announced an

- uprated version of the

. RenaultSport Mégane, and
another outing for its "Trophy’ badge.
Although not pitched as a successor to
the seminal previous-generation R26.R,
engine upgrades do make the Trophy

the most powerful Mégane to date.
Changes over the standard car are
limited. The Trophy features an extra
|5bhp from its 2.0-litre turbocharged
engine, taking the total to 265bhp. That
trims just a tenth of a second from the
official 0-62mph time — 6.0 seconds
instead of 6.1 — and adds 2mph
to the top speed,

022 -

GOING, GOING, GONE!

VWondering how many
examples of your performance
car are left registered on UK
roads! VYWonder no more.

The exceptionally cool www.
howmanyleft.co.uk splits car
populations into road and
SORN registrations over the
past couple of years, so you
can monitor how fast numbers
are dwindling, or how many
lucrative barn-finds there could
be. More importantly, you

can discover there are more
McLaren SLRs in Britain than

Renault Fuego Turbos...

MG HEADS BACK TO
THE "FIFTIES

MNew-age MG has reached
back into the brand's history
to come up with the name for
the new saloon version of the
MG6. It's going to be called
‘Magnette’ — a badge last used
in the mid-1960s. Mechanically
identical to the hatchback, and
also built in Longbridge from
kits imported from China,

the Magnette's USP is its

vast boot. Prices range from

£15,995 to £19,995.

50 YOU THINK
YOU’RE QUICK

Club MSV is launching a new
type of trackday. Titled ‘How
Fast', it does exactly what

It says on the tin. Not only
that, evo is involved in the
development of the trackday
and you'll be hearing a lot
more about it at howfast.co.uk
and evo.co.uk very soon. See
p?8 for more details.




= 5 S |
Jjﬂjﬂff;:JﬁJJ eI

ACTUAL IN-GAME SCREENSHOT

¥,

& " Po— -
-
I

—.-l. .l-'.'l-

e

-

PLAY FOR FREE
am WIN FOR REAL

VWIN REAL CASH IN FREEROLLS

AND GIVEAWAYS WITHOUT
STAKING A SINGLE CENT

WITH REGULAR BIG MONEY FREEROLLS AND GIVEAWAYS THAT

ROLL AROUND THE CLOCK, PKR GIVES AWAY TENS OF THOUSANDS
UF DOLLARS EVERY MONTH.

GET YOUR PIECE OF THE ACTION Al WWW.PKR.COM

Please gamble responsibly. For more information and advice visit
www.gambleaware.co.uk
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let's play
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‘WE WANTED
10 SHOW THAT
THE LEAF IS NOT
A DULL CAR’

024 Interview: Roger Green Pictures Nismo

AN INTERVIEW WITH...

SHOICHI
MIYATANI

THE HEAD OF NISMO ON TS5 GT3-5PEC
NISSAN GT-R AND RACING THE NISSAN LEAF

t's a busy time for Nissan’s
motorsport division right now.
Not only are its GT-Rs front
runners in the GT1 World
Championship, but it has also
just announced a programme
for customer GT3 GT-Rs in 2012 on
top of working on a one-make series
for carbonfibre-bodied Nissan Leaf
racers. YWe spoke to Nismo president
Shoichi Miyatani about how these
varied projects are progressing.

It was a risk choosing the
inexperienced James Rumsey
Group (under the umbrellas of

Sumo Power and JRM) to run

the Nismo GT-Rs in GT1, but the
results have been impressive.

Yes, we began working with them at
the end of 2009 and they have proved
that they can attract very good drivers,
and although the teams are new they
are full of vastly experienced personnel
who are very good at setting up the
cars and running them. We give them
all the technical back-up they need and
the relationship is working very well.

You are one of the strongest
supporters of GT1, but with
shrinking grid sizes and no real
strong manufacturer interest,
changes are needed. What are
your thoughts on the plans to
introduce a class structure!

| think it is something we can support.
Bundling GT1, GT2, GT3 and GTE
into one category to be recognised as
a GT World Championship would be
a good way forward. And it would not
just be niche supercars, so that suits
us perfectly. The racing should be very
attractive.

Is this the reason behind your
move into GT3?

Mo, it was not linked. We looked

at the sheer size and growth of the
GT3 markets around the world and
realised that there was a good business
case. It will improve the GT-R’s
popularity among race teams and this
specification of car can be used all
over the world, including Japan and the
USA. We are not planning to enter a

race team anywhere ourselves, but we
will provide strong engineering support
to all the customers.

The Nismo Leaf RC (Racing
Competition, pictured above) will
be performing demo runs at Le
Mans and Goodwood. What are
your plans for it after that!?
Firstly, we wanted to show that the
Leaf is not a dull car, and building one
as a racer will enhance its image. The
next step is to use it for a one-make
series, and it is not just the traditional
circuit formats that we're looking

at; we would like to see it racing in
metropolitan areas and even indoors.
The strength of this car is the instant
torque, not the maximum speed, and
with no emissions it fits naturally in a
metropolitan environment.

How difficult was it to develop an
electric car into a racer!

VWe had to firstly decide if no noise
was okay for a race series, but we
reckon it will be. Autonomy for the
race duration was another issue. We
decided that the cars must run for

20 minutes at racing speed, or a little
longer if possible, while retaining the
standard car’s batteries, motor and
inverter. Up ahead we may need to
enhance the battery or motor to make
the car faster, but making the car faster
reduces the running time, which in turn
means you have to put more batteries
in the car, making it heavier, so It's a
decision we will have to make.

The normal production leaf weighs in
at |.6 tons, but this car is just 920kg. It
has a carbon monocoque, and anything
else that could be made in carbon has
been. It's also rear-wheel drive to make
it more entertaining. The test driver
who races for us in GT500 in Japan
told me that it's very good, and a lot of
fun, which is exactly what we want.
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Calendar

3-4 September
ROCKINGHAM

24-25 September
DONINGTON

8-9 October
SILVERSTONE
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www.avon-tyres.co.uk

An epic journey requires an invigorating connection between you
and the road. A connection formed by the performance, control and
tenacity of Avon tyres. Wherever and whenever theyre called upon,

our tyres deliver an experience unlike any other. Meaning they re the , m‘Es

difference between the everyday and the epic.

Relzasz: Storshlags & Fanizikg



owniead [ True POL

EVETC] ’]

:

PLANETEVO

TECH ANALYSIS

SYNTHETIC OIL %
EXPLAINED

-

What is a synthetic motor oil!

It's a lubricant made not from crude oil
but from chemical compounds created
artificially, or synthesised. ‘Synthetic
oils contain only the molecules that
are useful to a lubricant,” explains
Brian Utton, technical manager at
Castrol Automotive. ‘Mineral oil,
because of its wide variation of source
material — trees, animals, dinosaurs

— contains a very wide variation of
molecule sizes and types, and other
constituents, including sulphur, waxes
and aromatics, not all of which are

helpful.

Why is it better than regular
mineral oil?

Qil does a number of jobs inside an
engine. Its primary role is to keep
moving surfaces apart and avoid the
heat, noise and wear that would be
caused by the resulting friction. It also
helps to keep the inside of the engine
free from deposits and forms a seal
between the piston rings and cylinder
bore for good combustion.

A synthetic oil flows better from
cold, for easier starting and quicker
oiling, and is more stable at higher
temperatures — it doesn't evaporate
or burn as easily, making it especially
effective in turbocharged engines. It
also has a more stable viscocity over a
wide temperature range.

Why is it being used for an
increasing number of engines!?

It's another tool for reducing a car’s
CO2 emissions. Synthetics are thinner
and so offer less resistance from cold,
create less drag inside the engine and
take less energy to pump.

(026 Pictures Chris Rutter

Are there different types of
synthetics!

There are five groups of oils used to
make engine lubricants. These are
called "base stocks’. Groups | and ||
are essentially cleaned-up crude oil,
the other three meet the chemical
definition of a synthetic. Group

Il is made up of highly processed,
hydrocracked mineral oils with low
levels of undesirable constituents. Not
everyone in the oil industry believes
Group Il oils should be classed as
synthetics.

Group IV and V oils are man-made
chemical compounds. Group IV are
polyalphaoclefins (PAQO), created by
taking the ethylene gas from crude oil,
then refining and polymerising it to
form larger molecules. Group V oils
are synthesised from various chemicals
and include esters, which are formed
by reacting an acid with an alcohol.
The first synthetics, developed in
the 1940s, and the first commercially
available synthetic, produced by
Chevron in the mid-'60s, were of this
last type.

What else is in engine oil?

There are generally around a dozen
ingredients. Around 80-90 per cent
of engine oil is base stock, the rest
being the additive packs that enhance
the ability of the oil and do various
jobs, such as keeping the engine
clean, neutralising acids and holding
combustion particles in suspension.

What are semi-synthetics!

Not, as their name might suggest, a
blend of half synthetic, half mineral
oil. Generally, these are up to 30 per

Relsnse Storehans & Eanilelia

MORE AND MORE CARS ARE USING FULLY
SYNTHETIC OILS. JOHN BARKER FINDS
OUT WHY, AND WHATI THEY ARE MADE O

‘SYNTHETIC

OILS ARE
ANOTHER
TOOL FOR
REDUCING CO2
EMISSIONS'

cent synthetic, but semi-synthetics
can also be mineral oil enhanced with
Group lll oils and additive packs. ‘It is
the performance level of the oil that is
important, not the synthetic content
or type, says Utton. "You should
always look at the specifications first
when choosing an oil for your vehicle.

How about running-in using
mineral oil!

synthetics can be too good at their
job and inhibit the running-in process.

>

Most engines benefit from running
on synthetic oil, but if in doubt
always consult the handbook

In particular, piston rings need to bed
into the bores to ensure a good seal
for combustion, but modern engine
materials and building techniques mean
that synthetic oils can now be filled
from new.

Can any engine run synthetic oil?
Rebuilt older designs will need
running-in with mineral oil but should
be capable of running a synthetic after
the first change. Current additive
packs mean that leaky seals are largely
a thing of the past, but always take
advice from a lubricant specialist or an
expert on your engine. Whether your
engine would benefit from running a
fully synthetic oil depends on how hard
the oil has to work.

Is it true that synthetic oils are
infinitely recyclable!?
No; synthetics still suffer degradation.

B With thanks to Brian Utton at Castrol
Automotive (www.castrol.com/uk)
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What if a car could adapt to
whatever road surface it was on?

If it never put a foot wrong.

We designed the CR-V to do
just that. It’s your trainers,

snowshoes, slippers and wellies
all in one. So to speak.

We benchmarked it against other
SUVs. And also some saloons.

So you take home a Honda
that’s just as comfortable nipping

around the city, as it is exploring
the countryside.

Do you believe in the
power of dreams?

HONDA

Get a handy 3 years servicing

plus
6.4% APR Representative

Fuel consumption figures for the CR-V range in mpg (I/100km): Urban 25.4 - 35.3 {11 1 - 8.0), Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4
{E 9 56} Gnmhlned 33 ﬁ 43 5 {8 4 E 5} GU emmamns 195 - 1?1 gﬂ{m el and specifica

| ind d [ 1 gr 2011 | registered r befora 31 Decembe
-|-'4'- f"ii“ =:1 lers and are at the | plalis 1 e ciscratio ﬂ.: [ 1 al, r and Sstock :.4I;|H Honda Aspirations (PCP): larmnitie

the wehi s in good condiion and has been serviced in accordance with the Honda service book and the maxim grmilted meeage of 10,000 per annum has | gen axceed
Servicing: 2 yeal mplimeantary se g or 37,200 miles, whichever come: Loand includes a maximum of 3 service mplimantary servicing covers the manufactun edulad
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SPEED TRAPS ARE THE SCOURGE OF MODERN MOTORING -
UNLESS YOU'RE AT YMAX, AS RICHARD MEADEN DISCOVERS

never went to a rave in my
youth, but having attended
VMAX200's latest gathering
at the Bruntingthorpe Proving
Ground, | think |'ve found the
petrolhead’s equivalent.
There’s no loud music and the
only drug on offer is a massive hit of
adrenalin (and some frankly terrible
burger-van coffee), but if you're a car
freak looking for the ultimate rush,
VMAX is something unique.
Founded by Craig Williams, YMAX
gatherings occur a couple of times a
year. Always organised covertly by
word-of-mouth, and always held at
Bruntingthorpe — Britain’s best-known
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runway venue — these events attract
a loyal following and a brilliant blend
of seriously quick metal. At the most
recent event, held in May, there was

everything from a hyper-rare Ruf
CTR3 and Lexus LFA to a shrieking

Carrera GT, wildly tuned Monaros and |

banzai Nissan GT-Rs. There was even
a Morgan Aeromax.
I'm mildly ashamed to admit that in

all my years of hooning I'd never hit an

authenticated 200mph. Consequently
| was relishing VMAX as the chance to

| finally join the 200 Club. There are a
| handful of road cars that can do that

on Brunters’ two-mile straight. Most

trinkets. Another is the 650bhp Noble
M600, which as luck would have it is
built just up the road. A quick email
exchange later and Noble’s battle-

| worn pale blue development car was

mine for the day.

After a 198mph warm-up run, the
M600 never dipped below 200mph all
day. My eventual best was 205mph,
which is pretty bloody exhilarating |
can tell you! That was good enough
for joint second with a |000bhp

Monaro, and 2Zmph shy of the satanic
CTR3. The outright VMAX record is

| 222mph, set by the lunatics from 9ff.

To find out more about VMAX, take

of them are tuner specials or £lmillion | a look at www.vmax200.com

‘IF YOU'RE A CAR FREAK LOOKING FOR THE
ULTIMATE RUSH, YMAX IS SOMETHING UNIQUE’

Release: Storablags & Pantalag




. Ruf CTR3 on its way
to a best of 207mph. 2.
VMAX attracts a truly
eclectic mix of cars. 3.
Contenders are released
in pairs. Here an 800bh
RS4 toasts a Carrera G%L _—
off the line. 4. Speedo shot
from Dickie's Noble M6&600.
White knuckles out of
frame. 5. M&00 draws much
attention form VMA Xers.
6. Aeromax sounds like
thunder. Manages |56mph.
7. “You're nicked!’ 8. LFA an
unexpected visitor
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DRIVING EXPERIENCE | TAXI EXPERIENCE K |
TRACK DAYS | CORPORATE EVENTS CORPORATI S |

Your dream of driving on a real circult is about to happen! Excitamant get all imits and come and enjoy the activitias we have available

and adrenaline are guaranteed at the Autodromo intemaconal do at the Kartodromo Internacional do Algarve (KIA), From indnvidual or

Algarve. From taxd & dming expernences and track days, there are team karting expenences, corporate events to children parties, KIA

pienty more actvbies you can cnoose from. Heaay for the challenge IS above all a place of

RAGING SCHOOL RESERVATIONS:
1. +351 927 244 654

racingschool@autodromodcalgarve.com
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T s ka@parkalgar.com | -0
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PORTUGAL

3(, algarve {-f; Portimao ?_EE_.

-

oitio do Escampadinho, Mexilhoeira Grande | 8500-148 Portimao | Algarve - Portugal * 1. +351 282 405600 | F +351 282 405 697
GPS: 37°13' 19" | 008° 37" 46" » www.autodromodoalgarve.com * info@autodromodoalgarve.com
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TONY SET TO
GO RACING

LUCKY READER WINS PLACE IN MSV'S
TRACKDAY TROPHY CHAMPIONSHIP

can't remember the last time |
won something!’ said a stunned
Tony Hurcombe when | called
with the good news that his
was the winning entry in our M5V
Trackday Trophy competition. If
everything goes to plan, hell soon be
developing the winning habit...

The aim of the MSV championship
is to encourage trackday regulars
to make the next step up and
begin racing. The rules have been

formulated to keep costs down by
including the types of machines you'd
find on a regular trackday, and with all
| the drivers at the same level it ought
to be a far less intimidating experience
than leaping into a regular race series.
The first part of Tony’s prize was
to take him through the process of
gaining a race licence, so we headed
for the Bedford Autodrome and met
his instructor for the day, Martin
Sismey. Tony had never driven at the

é

Autodrome before and to make his
task that bit more complicated he
would be tested over the full four-mile
GT circuit. But he would get three
20-minute training sessions in the
VX220 school car before the nerve-
wracking moment of truth.

Turned out we needn'’t have worried
— Tony and Martin arrived back in
the pitlane after the judging phase
wreathed in smiles. ‘As soon as the
test started he put in his best two laps
of the day!’ said Martin.

Bodes well that: possessing the
correct mind-set and the ability to
perform under pressure is a key part
of racing successfully. Tony walked the
written part of the exam too. He’s
now officially a race driver.

The next stage will be for Tony to
get himself a car, and after that he'll

‘HE GETS THREE
20-MINUTE TRAINING
SESSIONS BEFORE THE
MOMENT OF TRUTH:

PLANETEVO

NEVVS

Left: competition
winner Tony
Hurcombe with
MSV instructor
Martin Sismey
before they head
out onto Bedford
Autodrome's GT
circuit (below)
for some practice
laps. Below left:
varied field for a
Trophy race

get more training from us and a free
entry into his debut race. Choosing
a car will require a little homework,
such is the wealth of options. There
are four classes, all based on power-
to-weight with the outright maximum
permitted set at 200bhp/ton. This
means a wide selection of machines
has been lining up on the grid during
the first couple of rounds of the
championship: everything from hot
hatches like Clios and Minis, through
to 3-series BMWs and even the odd
Porsche 944. Now Tony has a lot of
eBay searching and not a little head-
scratching ahead of him. We'll let you
know how he gets on.

For more information about the
championship and how to go racing,
log onto www.trackdaytrophy.co.uk

Werds: Roger Green Pictures: Stuart.Celins 031
—
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Champiro 228
Premium

Comfort
Exparence the Parformance - Discover tha Value

Find your nearest GT Radial Performance Centre at wwwkgtradial.cn.ukfgtpc

Find your perfect tyre at www.gtr

adfiateomyifytyrs o
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AMONGST THIS MONTH'S OBJECTS OF DESIRE: SOME
RETRO POSTERS AND A MOTORISED SKATEBOARD

Historic Ferrari posters

Price: £395 each
From: www.pullmaneditions.com

Old race posters in good condition command
big money, but there is a more affordable way
to get that same look on your wall. Pullman
Editions specialises in commissioning and
producing new posters in a classic style. Its
latest collection is titled "Historic Ferrari

— Legends of Road and Track 1949-19/4

and consists of 24 limited-edition posters,

all printed using traditional lithographic
techniques on |00 per cent cotton paper

Boom Borda 2 Classic
electric skateboard

Price: £307.49 From: www.rokitscience.co.uk

Fancy a fun electric vehicle but can't stretch to a
Tesla! Then how about this battery-powered
skateboard from Rokit Science! Controlled

by a hand-held remote, it's got a 400WV,
3600rpm motor, a top speed of 20mph and
can travel 13 miles on a single charge
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Leica M9
“Titanium
Price: £19,800
From: www.leica-camera.co.uk

Bosch Ixo Yino
Price: £59.99
From: www.bosch-do-it.co.uk

As if Leica’s classically styled,
|8-megapixel M9 wasn't desirable
enough already, this limited-edition
version has been further improved

: The Bosch Ixo is Europe’s most popular cordless by none other than VW Group
screwdriver, with around |0million having been sold design head Walter de'Silva. Its shell
to date. To celebrate — or perhaps to help with the is made from super-tough titanium,
celebrations — it's now available with a corkscrew adapter. = the grips use Audi-spec leather and
The usual selection of ten screwdriver bits are also the rear screen is protected by
included, so you've got no excuse for not doing some scratch-resistant sapphire crystal
DIY too, preferably before you uncork the wine glass. Just 500 are being made

E-type - 50 Years of a Design lcon

Price: £49 From: www.amazon.co.uk

Specially commissioned by Jaguar to mark the E-type's 50th birthday,
this lavish, 144-page hardback by FP Creative is a fitting tribute.
Previously unseen shots from the Jaguar archives, newly commissioned
photography, and facsimiles of original brochures and artwork make this
a clear cut above the usual hagiography. A "VIP' version at £299 even
includes a reproduction of the E-type’s original upholstery leather

Words: lan Eveleigh / Peter Tormalin (033
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VVAICH ESSEN TIALS

Price: £4500
From: www.tagheuer.com

When Ferrari drivers Clay Regazzoni
and Niki Lauda took first and third
respectively in the 1975 Monza GP
(resulting in a championship win for
Lauda), team sponsor Heuer was
inspired to create the original Monza
chronograph, which has since come
to be highly valued among vintage car
watch fans. Now the name has been
resurrected in this deliciously retro
chronograph, which looks remarkably
like the 1970s version, right down

to the yellow hands and numbers
and the simple Heuer (rather than
TAG Heuer) branding. Despite the
retro looks, the 38mm cushion case
contains TAG Heuer's state-of-the-
art Calibre 36 movement. Just |91
examples will be available worldwide
— a number that commemorates

the year Heuer introduced the first
dashboard-mounted car chronograph,
the Time of Trip.

{islice of retro
Monza magic

HEUER CHRONOGRAPH KICKS OFF OUR
ROUND-UP OF THE LATEST DESIRABLE
TIMEPIECES. BY SIMON DE BURTON

Price: £2695. From: www.
legendsintime.co.uk

Believe it or not, last month

saw the passing of half a century
since Sir Stirling Moss achieved
his most celebrated F1 victory

in the Rob Walker Lotus 18 at
Monaco to become the first GP
driver to win at the circuit three
times. To mark the milestone,
Sir Stirling’s main sponsor, Peter
Ratcliffe of F1 art firm Legends
in Time, has created this limited-
edition chronograph with a dial
in the ‘blue-black’ team colour of
Rob Walker racing. Based on the
80th birthday model produced
last year (see evo issue |15]), the
Moss Monaco 61 will be limited
to 16l pieces, each with a dial
and presentation box personally
signed by the great man and

Trivia fans might be interested to
know, incidentally, that Sir Stirling
designed his own gold watch
bracelet back in the '50s — it
comprised just four large link<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>