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JOIN US IN THANKING CRAIG LOWNDES

SACHS and Craig Lowndes: Partners for 14 Years

SACHS performance is proven by decades of winning in motorsport. SACHS products are continually pushed
to the limits in some of the toughest race conditions worldwide.

In Australia, SACHS shock absorbers are leading the pack and have been an intrinsic part of Supercar racing.

For over a decade, SACHS has helped Brand Ambassador Craig Lowndes and the Triple Eight Race Engineering
Team to over 180 race wins.

CRAIG LOWNDES & SACHS ACHIEVEMENTS

* Six Bathurst 1000 titles * Medal of the Order of Australia
* Relied on SACHS for his 650th « Together we've raced over 460

Championship race start Supercars races, achieved 54 #Th a n ks C L
« Five-time Barry Sheene Medallist race victories, over 160 podiums T '

L /SACHS.A

and almost 30 pole positions
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COMMEMORATING THE FALCON

he Ford Falcon has

alongand storied

history in Austral-

ian touring cars,

dating back to the
first Great Race at Phillip Island
in 1960.

As the Falcon heads into
retirement, to be replaced by
the Mustang in 2019, we take
alook back at the great models
that contributed to the Ford
legend in this issue of Super-
carXtra Magazine.

We also touch base with
Blue Oval hero Dick Johnson
to discuss his journey with
Ford, from the XD Falcon and
his previous stint with the Mus-
tang to the pony car’s return to
Australian touring cars.

On the Holden side of the
ledger, we examine the pos-
sibility of the Camaro joining
the Mustang on the grid in the
forseeable future for an all-
American muscle-car battle.

Elsewhere, we chat with 2018
Supercheap Auto Bathurst
1000 winners Craig Lowndes
and Steven Richards on their

endurance-event successes,
take a detailed look at the 2019

Virgin Australia Supercars
Championship schedule and its
implications for 2020, meet the
newest Miss Supercars and so
much more.

You'll also find the latest
columns from Lowndes, Mark
Winterbottom and Garry
Rogers, analysis of key issues
around the series and our
ranking of the top 10 New
Zealand drivers in the history
of the Australian Touring Car
Championship/Supercars.
Remember, this edition is
also available in digital form
online and in the App Store
and Google Play stores.

Visit us at SupercarXtra.

com.au for more details and to
visit our online store, or keep
in touch with us on our social
media channels: on Twitter and
Instagram at @SupercarXtra
and on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/SupercarXtra.

Below are the two sides of
the pullout poster you'll find in
the print edition of this issue,
including the third of a three-
part Lowndes farewell special
series.

Part one, featuring Lowndes
Holden Racing Team years, was
included with the print edition
of issue #106 and part two,
celebrating his Ford years, was
in issue #107.

Purchase our posters and
‘more from our online store.
Keep up to date with

all the off-
season news
and more at
SupercarXtra.
com.au.

We wish
you all the very
best for the
festive summer
months and

will see you in
2019.

Enjoy!

— Adrian

Allan Edwards
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CHANGES

he 2019 Virgin
Australia
Supercars Cham-
pionship schedule
appears similar to
2018 on paper but the subtle
differences are significant
as the category weighs up a
summer switch (see page nine).
These are the changes to the
2019 schedule:

M Perth replaces Sydney as
host of the SuperNight format
event. Sydney Motorsport Park
is left off the schedule for 2019,
though will return in 2020 ina
probable summer slot.

Sydney hosted the first
Supercars night event in 21 years
in August 2018 and a big crowd
confirmed the demand for night
racing in Australia.

“We'll be back in Sydney early
in 2020,” Supercars CEO Sean
Seamer tells Supercars.com.

“We're working with the
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ARDC (Australian Racing
Drivers' Club, Sydney circuit
promoter) to get there in Q1 of
2020.

“That also gives the ARDC the
time to work through getting
permanent lighting for the
circuit.

“We believe they're in discus-
sions with the state government
about that, and if they are
successful we'll look to doalong-
term agreement there for a night
race in Sydney.

“Perth and Sydney are not
mutually exclusive. When
Sydney comes back online, we
will keep the night race in Perth.”

‘The move to a night event pro-
vides a boost to the Perth event,
which will run to a Thursday-Sat-
urday format and be broadcast
into the east coast of Australia in
aprime-time slot given the time
difference to Western Australia.

“Western Australia is critical to
the growth of our sport and we

can't wait to draw fans in with
this new format,” says Seamer.
“We can expect a special night.”

M Bathurst becomes the
PIRTEK Enduro Cup opener,
with the Sandown 500 moving
to November, after the Gold
Coast, as the final endurance
event of 2019. It'll be the first
time since 1967 that there
won't an enduro warm-up
before Bathurst.

The switch gives Supercars
flexibility of freight options for
the trip to New Zealand, which
now moves into September,
while also moving Supercars
away from a clash with the AFL
and NRL finals in Australia.

“If you look at where San-
down’s sitting, that gets us
away from the NRL and AFL
finals in September,” says
Seamer.

As for Bathurst, he adds:
“It's a good one for us because

AR

ideally you want it to either
be the start or the end of the
enduros. Because of turna-
round times and other opera-
tional reasons, it’s at the start.
“Moving the date of Bathurst
is something we wouldn’t
consider. It's the week after the
long weekend next year and
after the NRL final.”

M The ITM Auckland Super-
Sprint effectively switches
places with Sandown and
moves into September, allow-
ing Supercars to freight the
cars across the Tasman.
“Freight forced the issue, but
when you stop and consider
it, it makes sense for us to be
in Auckland when the NRL
and AFL’s going on, not Mel-
bourne,” explains Seamer.
“We also need to freight
in and out; freight costs
have skyrocketed as 747s
have been slowly getting




decommissioned. It’s getting
significantly more expensive to
air freight, so we needed to find
another solution.

“While we were doing that,
it became clear to us that if we
had a choice, it would make
sense to put New Zealand in
September, bring Sandown
into a better weather window
outside of NRL and AFL and
enable a more rhythmic run
into the end of the year across
the enduros into Newcastle.”

M The Gold Coast enduro
switches to a single 500km
race rather than the two
300km races used since 2010.
It mirrors the format used at
Sandown, with the starting
order to be set by a pair of ‘Race
for the Grid’ sprints, which
will be awarded championship
points at both events in 2019.
It also frees up the Saturday
of the Gold Coast, with talks

being held with NASCAR and
IndyCar to race at the event.

“It would certainly add alot
more pressure on the teams
and drivers to be doing a full
500km on the Sunday; it'll be
hard on the cars, but great for
the fans,” says Seamer.

“We'll also have ‘Race to the
Grid' on the Saturday, as we do
at Sandown, and those ‘Race to
the Grids’ will include points,
50it’s a new format and it will
spice up both days.

“It also gives us the opportu-
nity to clear the schedule on the
Saturday, to add some innova-
tion, (with) potentially new
categories joining us next year.”

B Symmons Plains and Phillip
Island become back-to-back
events in April, easing the
travel pressure on Queensland-
based teams.

“One of the big things was
how much time the Queensland

teams are spending outside of
Queensland in that first half of
the year,” explains Seamer.

“By doing that they're gone
for one week and that, ironi-
cally, is an easier d

the centralised Sydney test.
During the season teams
will be able to choose between
Phillip Island, Winton, Sydney
and Queensland Raceway for
each of their inis

for them.

“On the face of it you'd think
it's harder, but when you con-
sider that they can just go away
for two weeks it’s significantly
easier. And you've then got
Easter and ANZAC Day clear
for the teams.

“In general, we're really
happy with the overlay, where
the events sit but also the flow
between the events, which
means teams can navigate the
country alittle bit easier.”

M Pre-season testing will be
held from February 13 to 14 at
Phillip Island and Queensland
Raceway for the Victorian

and Queensland-based teams
respectively, moving away from

two
days.

“The strategy behind four
test tracks versus two was to
provide maximum flexibility
for the teams in testing,” says
Seamer.

“This allows them the oppor-
tunity to use as many tracks as
possible, without putting every
track down.”

The 2019 season gets
underway with the Superloop
Adelaide 500 in March.

Adelaide, Perth, Townsville,
Queensland Raceway, Bathurst,
Sandown and Newcastle will
also host Dunlop Super? Series
rounds in 2019.

Turn the page for the 2019
Virgin Australia Supercars
Championship calendar. 3¢

RXTRA 7
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2019 CHAMPIONSHIP CALENDAR
FEB28-MAR3 Superloop Adelaide 500 Adelaide Parklands Circuit
MAR14-17 Melbourne 400 Albert Park Street Circuit
APR5-7 Tyrepower Tasmania SuperSprint Symmons Plains Raceway
AFR12-14 WD-40 Phillip Island 500 Phillip Island GP Circuit
MAY 2-4 Perth SuperNight Barbagallo Raceway
MAY 24-26 Winton SuperSprint Winton Motor Raceway
JUN 14-16 BetEasy Darwin Triple Crown Hidden Valley Raceway
JUL5-7 Watpac Townsville 400 Townsville Street Circuit
JUL 26-28 Ipswich SuperSprint Queensland Raceway
AUG 23-25 The Bend SuperSprint The Bend Motorsport Park
SEP13-15 [TM Auckland SuperSprint Pukekohe Park Raceway
OCT10-13 Supercheap Auto Bathurst 1000 Mount Panorama Circuit
Vodafone Gold Coast 500 Surfers Paradise Street Circuit
Sandown Motor Raceway
Newcastle Street Circuit

OCT 25-27
NOV 8-10 Sandown 500
NOV 22-24 Coates Hire Newcastle 500
CALENDAR FRIDGE MAGNET COMING SOON!
Auaazn;
SEra
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ANALYSIS

SUMMER
SERIES

S to the 2019 Virgin Australia Supercars Championship open up

51h§11'ty of switching to a summer-based schedule into 2020.

seismic shift
from winter to
summer could
transform the
Virgin Australia
Supercars Championship from
2020.

The often talked-about
change, detailed in these pages
regularly, induding in issue
#106, has been acknowledged
by Supercars as a possibility and
the 2019 calendar paves the way
for amore summer-|
schedule. The 2020 champlon-
ship could, therefore, run in two
parts either side of an extended
winter break, transitioning intoa
summer-based schedule in 2021

“How much earlier, we need
to see. We've got to understand
when the [tennis] Australian

» Open's going to take place and,

obviously, we've got the Bathurst
12 Hour to consider as well.
“Ourmmbition is to get that
2020 calendar out early next
year, and perhaps even release
two to three years' of calendar if

football codes, the AFL and NRL; Another possible gain from
racing in daylight savings times the summer move is a date
away from winter; the possibility  change for the Adelaide 500,
torunmore twilightand night ~ shifting the eventaway ﬁom
racing; and condensing the Adelaide’
schedule with a more consistent  potentially having the eventasa
gap between events. season finale, as the Australian
“Tve been reallyup frontfora  Grand Prixwas when held in

while that we want to try and get
the sport into the best-possible

we can get that sorted out. weather window, making sure
“There will be a period.of that we're giving our events
transition that we need towork  the maximum opportunity to
through. drive attendance through good
“We're still working through ~ weather and also finding clear air
those convexsanons with teams from a broadcast point of view,”
the i of m

them X
Movingtosum.merhasz

“We will b i rli
2020, CEO Sean Seamer
Supercars.com.

T

number of ad s
the current schedule, namely
away from the dominant

The Sydney SuperNight event,
which was left off the 2019 cal-
endar, is set to return in 2020 as
one of the marquee events over

Adelaide from 1985 to 1995.
Newcastle shapes as a poten-
tial season opener if the calendar
is inverting, keeping the status
of season openers and finales
for two of Supercars’' marquee
street-circuit events.

Also, having the Bathurst
1000 in the early stages of the
season as opposed to the latter
stages differentiates and sepa-
rates the attention the winners
of the Great Race and champion-



ANALYSIS

HE CHANGING
OF THE GRID IN 2019

ack in 2005, the
last year Mark
Winterbottom
wasn'’t part of
Tickford Racing,
Russell Ingall won the title,
Marcos Ambrose had yet to
depart for NASCAR, Craig
Lowndes only had one Bathurst
1000 win and Jamie Whincup
had yet to race for Triple Eight
Race Engineering.
The last time Lowndes wasn’t
a full-time driver in Supercars
back in 1997, Whincup and
Winterbottom were still racing
in go-karts, Peter Brock was
still racing full-time, Marcos
Ambrose had yet to debut in
Supercars and Triple Eight Race

10 SUPERCARXTRA

Engineering was six years away
from arriving in Australia.

That puts into perspective
the significance of Lowndes’
retirement as a full-time driver
and Winterbottom’s departure
from Tickford Racing and
impending move to Team 18
for 2019.

Lowndes kickstarted the silly-
season moves with his retire-
ment announcement, then
won Bathurst and the PIRTEK
Enduro Cup. He reunites with
Triple Eight Race Engineering
as an endurance co-driver in
2019.

With Sandown moving to
November, Lowndes’ next
Supercars race following the

conclusion of the 2018 season
will be the 2019 Supercheap
Auto Bathurst 1000, where
he will be out to defend his
title and add to his tally of six
Bathurst wins with the team.

Despite strong results
throughout 2018, Lowndes
insists he’s “still happy with the
decision” and he “still believes
it’s the right time” to retire.

Winterbottom’s departure
from Tickford Racing was the
second shock of the silly season,
ending a 13-year partnership
that began in 2007 and netted
a Bathurst win in 2013 and
championship in 2015.

It also means Winterbot-
tom will race a Holden for

FACE

the first time in his Supercars
career, having raced Falcons
exclusively through the Dunlop
Super? Series and main game,
and his Ford links dating back
to his karting days.

“It's very hard to walk away
after 13 years,” says Winterbot-
tom. “That's probably the sad-
dest part, but life moves on and
youlook for new challenges.”

For more from Winterbot-
tom and Lowndes, read their
latest columns in SupercarXtra
Magazine on pages 14 and 16
respectively.

Keep up to date with all the
off-season driver and team
changes leading into 2019 at
SupercarXtra.com. 3¢
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800hp! 2018-19 SHELBY Super Snake

Mustang Motorsport stock Australia’s largest range of Mustang parts and
accessories for the 2015-19 Mustang models, including the new
700+hp ROUSH supercharger. With our range of ROUSH
vehicles and parts, you can improve the performance,
handling and braking of your new Mustang, as well
as dressing it up to look as good as it goes.

The 2018 ROUSH Phase 1 Supercharger suits

the 2018-19 Mustang GT 50L V8 and produces

700+hp/610lb-ft of torque (522+kw/827nm). The

ROUSH/Ford Performance TVS R2650 Phase 1

Supercharger System is compatible with both
manual and automatic transmissions.

It is standard on the 2018 ROUSH JackHammer, and
MM-R Supercharged Performance Packs.

ORDER ONLINE NOW AT MUSTANGMOTORSPORT.COM.AU

AUSTRALIA'S LARGEST RANGE OF MUSTANG PARTS
AND ACCESSORIES IN STOCK IN AUSTRALIA NOW!

03 9753 5799 10 HAYWARD RD, FERNTREE GULLY VIC 3156 MOTORSPORT



CAMARQO
VS COMMO

he prospect of

an all-American

muscle-car contest

between the Mus-

tang and Camaro
in Supercars remains on the
backburner as Holden/General
Motors continues to back its ZB
Commodore Supercar, despite
the talk of the Camaro option.

The appearance of a
Walkinshaw Andretti United
race-liveried road-car Camaro at
the Supercheap Auto Bathurst
1000 sparked significant
interest in the prospect of the
Camaro going up against the
Mustang, though both the team
and manufacturer downplayed
the possibility of an imminent
arrival for the coupe.

Walkinshaw Andretti United
has been the focus of the
Camaro talk given co-owner
Ryan Walkinshaw and his
Holden Special Vehicles (HSV)
organisation’s arrangement to
import and convert to right-
hand-drive Chevrolet products
into Australia.

But any potential Camaro
Supercar project would need
the go-ahead from Holden/
General Motors, which is
committed to the current-gen-
eration ZB Commodore for the
foreseeable future.

“We've got a strong relation-
ship with GM, it’s absolutely
critical that we have their
support and engagement
and permission to do it,” says

Walkinshaw.

12 SUPERCARXTRA

“At the end of the day we're
not going to do something
without their permission, and
we've got a road-car business
relationship to maintain with
them, so it’s going to be their
call as well.

“We've still got technical
work that needs to be done
before we even have that dis-
cussion internally.

“Then there’s going to be a
branding discussion and then
there’s going to be a safety dis-
cussion and then a performance
discussion, so there’s more to
happen before we go down that
route, for sure.”

The low-lying Camaro would

require a rule change s0 an
adequate body style could fit
on Supercars’ control chassis/
roll cage, a rule change denied
to the Mustang. While the
Mustang, the first coupe to be
turned into a Supercar, met
the current requirements after
significant adjustments to its
bodywork design, the Camaro
would need a concession given
its height difference.

Much will depend on the
future of Holden and the Com-
modore in Australia, which
have suffered a knock in the
marketplace following a slump
in sales for the ZB.

Holden continues to back

sl

URE

the ZB as its preferred racer in
Supercars, despite the fact the
road-car version of the Commo-
dore has no V8 or rear-wheel-
drive option.

New executive director of
marketing Kristian Aquilina has
renewed Holden’s interest in
Supercars and a continuation of
its backing for Red Bull Holden
Racing Team is expected. But if
Holden and the Commodore’s
slide continues, the Camaro
and other imported Chevrolet
options appear the obvious
alternative for the Australian
marketplace.

For more on a Camaro
Supercar, see page 54. 3¢
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EXPERT INSIGHT

Column by
Mark Winterbottom

MOVING ON

t's with mixed emotions

that I part ways with

Tickford Racing at the

end of 2018 and move

onto new opportunities
in 2019.

T've been part of Tickford
Racing for 13 years and we have
achieved many of our ultimate
goals with 38 race wins, 117
podiums, 36 pole positions and,
in particular, a Bathurst win in
2013 and a championship in
2015.

In that time I've worked with
so many amazing people and
they will continue to be a big
part of mylife.

When I first came to the team
Twas the young guy, inexperi-
enced and raw, and to this day
Istill appreciate the teammates
who mentored me.

Jason Bright and Steven Rich-
ards openly taught me the tricks
of the trade. And, over the past
few years, it's been an honour
to give back and play that role
with the younger guys who have
joined Tickford Racing. I know
that the team is in good hands
with the young guys they have
now full of talent.

‘We talk a lot about loyalty in
this sport and that is incredibly
important to me. And I want
you to know that this decision
was not financially motivated.

Ishook hands with the Tick-
ford Racing management and
we've wished each other all the
best for the future.

We will always remain
respectful and grateful for the
history we have created together
and the amazing times we have
shared. Tickford Racing will
always hold a special place in my
heart.

14 RXTRA

Consistently good results is
something I strive for and have
always prided myself on. The
last few years have been really
tough; my five-year-old son
can’t even remember seeing me
win a race! The last thing I want
is to fade away and just turn up
for a pay cheque.

Tknow I can still compete like
1did three years ago when [ won
the championship.

Twant to get back to the front
and Thave the backing of many
people that I respect in this
sport.

Tknow I'm a better driver now
than I was in my 20s and I have
the experience and the passion
to race and be competitive.

“IT’S WITH MIXED EMOTIONS THAT
I PART WAYS WITH TICKFORD
RACING AT THE END OF 2018 AND
MOVE ONTO NEW OPPORTUNITIES

IN 2019.”

Talways have and always will
drive the car to its strengths.
1 go into every race thinking I
can win and I'm as hungry and
motivated as the first day I sat
ina Supercar.

So I'm going to stay true
to myself and who  am and
continue to be a genuine, good
person for my supporters,
family and sponsors.

T've always tried to be a role
model within our sport because
championships are not just
made on the track but behind
the scenes as well.

In recent weeks I've received
many messages of support
from fans, which has really
humbled me, so thank you.
And see you in 2019!

- Frosty
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Inspired by the legendary blue-striped Falcons of yesteryear, the new TSV-535R is an evolution of Tickford’s race-bred
engineered and designed vehicles. This special package includes extensive performance upgrades, luxury appointed
interior and carbon fibre aero kit, making this a highly desirable and historical Mustang.

Price from $29,990

CALL 1800 842 536

Available at Tickford Enhancement Centres nationwide

n© v tickford.com.au

*39r/100,000km Tickford driveline warranty 000k Tickford parts warranty




EXPERT INSIGHT

Column by

Craig Lowndes

GOING OUT ON A HIGH

ooking back at

the 2018 PIRTEK

Enduro Cup, it was

an incredible way

to end my partner-
ship with Steven Richards in
my final full-time season in
Supercars.

Steve and I have had mixed
results at Sandown over the
years, so to be part of a Triple
Eight lockout of the podium
there was really special and
gave us great momentum lead-
ing into Bathurst.

However, at Mount Pano-
rama leading into the race, we
had nothing but power-steering
issues that weren't resolved
until the warm-up session on
Sunday morning.

This meant we headed into
the race with so few changes to
the car’s setup, because we were
so focussed on addressing the
power-steering issues through-
out the weekend.

So to come out with the win
was incredible. It came down to
really knowing what we needed
for the race, which was a fast
car for the final stints, and

the car just got stronger and
stronger over that period.

It was obviously disappoint-
ing for David Reynolds to suffer
with the issues he had during
the race because it could've
been a great battle between us
into the final stint. But to have
avictory with a gap on the final
lap was pretty special.

It was the biggest gap
had ever had on a final lap
at Bathurst, so it was a great
opportunity to absorb the
atmosphere. It's one of the few

circuits where you can hear
the crowd, especially at the top
of the mountain, so I really
enjoyed it.

To end our time with Richo
with a win in the PIRTEK
Enduro Cup on the Gold Coast,
especially after fighting back
from our grid penalty in 21st to
apodium, was also incredible.

We knew going into the cam-
paign that it would be our last
time teaming up, so we wanted
to go out on a high. To be able to
have a result at all three events,

autObarn
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finishing on the podium at
Sandown, Bathurst and the Gold
Coast, was very special for us.

My first race back in a
Supercar next year will be at
Bathurst, where we'll be deter-
mined to have another strong
showing.

Bathurst is always special
because it’s the event I grew
up wanting to compete in the
most, so we are fortunate we
can continue doing that beyond
our full-time careers.

1 said earlier in my career that
I didn’t think anyone would
get near Peter Brock’s record of
nine Bathurst wins. Who knows
if we can get closer?

Roland Dane says I've got
another five years left in me, so
having won two over the last
five years we could match the
nine. But, in saying that, Iwon’t
be going into Bathurst in 2019
focusing on the tally but rather
my role as co-driver — making
sure the car is fast so I can hand
it over in a winning position,
and return to the top step of
the podium.

~ Craig

1/43 =:3*
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EXPERT INSIGHT

Column by
Garry Rogers

here’sbeen a

lot of talk about

Supercars switch-

ing to a summer

series of late. Per-
sonally, that is a change T would
support. I actually believe that
it is long overdue and is some-
thing that we should have done
years ago.

It just makes sense on so
many levels. The race meeting
should be Friday and Saturday
nights with qualifying and
races on both nights. It worked
for the Thunderdome with
NASCAR and AUSCAR in the
mid-1990s and I have no doubt
that it would work even better
in today’s market.

You only need to look at how
many people were marching
into Sydney Motorsport Park
for the twilight meeting earlier
this year to get a sense of how
popular that timeslot is with
the fans. There was a constant
stream of race goers filing in
from mid afternoon all the
way up to the race on Saturday
evening.

It would be great timing for
television. People today do
not want to watch television
on Saturday and Sunday after-
noons, but Friday and Saturday
evenings is prime-time.

Whilst I really enjoy what
Foxtel has done for the sport
and there is no doubt that
those guys and girls do a
fantastic job with what they
produce, I believe that the
free-to-air offering needs to

be improved. The balance just
needs to be brought back a
little.

A summer series would alle-
viate the need for much of the
lighting and also means that we
wouldn'’t be going up against
the two big football codes of
AFL and NRL. Sure, the timing
of the northern Australian
rounds at Darwin and Towns-
ville would need to be closely

“THE RACE MEETING SHOULD BE
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHTS.”
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looked at to make sure that we
don’t end up racing at a time
of year that has less favourable
weather conditions, but surely
that can be worked out.
Another thing I want to
make clear, is the incorrect per-
ception in the media that my
drivers are ‘locked in’ for 2019.
While it is true that we
are likely to start the season
with the current two drivers
of Garth Tander and James
‘Bieber’ Golding in the main
game, [ want to be perfectly
clear that like any sport, motor
racing is a performance-based

industry and everyone on my
team is only as good as their
last performance.

If any of my drivers continu-
ally fail to perform, they will be
replaced. But that’s no secret to
them. No one is ‘locked in’ for
2019 or ‘guaranteed' a drive for
the whole season.

Twill be looking for an
improvement in results from
the whole team next year. We
underperformed in 2018, there
is no question about that. I
can’t lay the blame with any
one area, but for whatever
reasons our on track results
just weren’t where we expected
them to be.

We put alot of sponsors
money in and a lot of our own
money in, so you can’t say
that it was a lack of funds or
investment. I know that the
mechanics worked extremely
hard and that has been a real
positive for us, our mechanical
reliability and pit stop perfor-
mance has been excellent.

It makes me so proud when
I see the amazing feats that
these guys continually produce
when the chips are down, like
the repairs they did in such a
short time to Bieber’s car after
a huge hit at the Gold Coast.

We must improve our perfor-
‘mance for 2019 as motorsport
is like any business - there’s no
use continuing to tip in money
if you're not getting the results
that you are expecting.

In dlosing, I would like to
wish everyone a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year!
I'm looking forward to catching
up with you all at a track some-
where in 2019.

- Garry
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The Falcon name has gone from Australian new-car showrooms
and when the chequered flag comes down on the Coates Hire
Newcastle 500 it will have raced its last racing lap in top-line

Australian touring-car racing. It won't soon be forgotten, though.

hen that last Falcon crosses the line
in Newcastle, it will have been 58
years since the first left an Australian
touring-car grid.
In that time 14 of Ford’s 20 Bathurst
wins and 16 of its 24 Australian Touring
Car Championship (ATCC) titles have
been grasped, grabbed, stolen or simply
run away with in racers wearing the badge.
Next year's Mustang Supercar might have history on
its side and an undoubtedly bright racing future, but it
also has big shoes to fill
Here, through seven generations, we revisit the high-
lights of an Australian touring-car legend.
1960 was a big year for Australian

XK/ x touring cars - the first Australian

Touring Car Championship ran in February at the Gnoo
Blass circuit near Orange in NSW, then in November
the first Great Race, the inaugural Armstrong 500 at
Phillip Island in Victoria. And the first Falcon, the XK,
was in the latter, just two months after its release. Two
started and eight and a half hours later the Bob Jane
and Lou Molina XK - after overcoming a roll - finished
third in class.

In the 1961 Armstrong 500, Ken Harper, Sid Fisher

and John Reaburn went one better in their XK with
second in class. It would be the first time the Blue Oval
prevailed in a direct Ford versus Holden battle in the
Great Race, with an EK also contesting Class B but not
posting a result.

In 1962 the Armstrong 500 glory was all Ford's. Five
of the then-new XL Falcons fronted and wrapped up
the first four positions in their class ahead of the first
EJ Holden. The winning Jane/Harry Firth car was also
first over the line for the then-unofficial outright win.
The Falcon’s first Great Race victory was under its belt.
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But just like the Phillip Island track - which was so

35 ively torn upin 1962 i had tolook

elsewhere to host the 1963 Great Race - the Falcon was
destined for the racing shelf.

When the event decamped to Bathurst Ford had anew
touring-car coal in the fire, its Cortina small car, and it
would spend the next few years dominating with it at Mt
Panorama, winning in 1963, 1964 and 1965.

SUCCESSES
M 1st, Class B, 1962 Phillip Island 500 — Hany Firth/Bob Jane, XL Falcon
XR }cY Ford might have shone during
=
Australian touring-car racing’s
Appendix J era but it would be an even more definitive
presence as the late 1960s came into view.

In the new Improved Production category of 1965 —
the class that now determined the Australian Touring
Car Championship — its V8-powered Mustang became
the weapon of choice, winning five straight ATCC titles
between 1965 and 1969.

In the Series Production category that had ownership
of the Bathurst 500 and other events, the Falcon would
once again become Ford’s front-line racer and make an
even bigger impact.

When the new XR GT finished one-two first time out at
Bathurstin 1967, the first win for a V8 at the Mountain, it
set a Bathurst-winning blueprint that still prevails today.

Dominant Bathurst victories in 1970 and 1971 for its
XW and XY successors, plus countless other Series Produc-
tion wins, would cement this generation of Falcon as a
touring-car legend of legends. But it would only just sneak
inan ATCC title.

While Falcons did contest Improved Production events
during the early 1970s, including Tan ‘Pete’ Geoghegan's
famous Super Falcon, they never managed to truly get one
over the Mustangs other American muscle cars that had
owned the category from the start. But when the ATCC
and Bathurst were brought together under the same
wing for 1973's new production-based Group C formula
~ stripping the highly modified US beasts of their status
as Australian touring car’s premier attraction - it would be
Ford factory driver Allan Moffat and his mighty XY GTHO
Phase IIl that claimed the maiden Group Ctitle, giving the
soon-to-be superseded Falcon racer a final battle victory.

SUCCESSES

M 1st, 1967 Bathurst 500 — Harry Firth/Fred Gibson, XR Falcon GT

st, 1970 Bathurst 500 — Allan Moffat, XW Falcon GTHO Phase Il
st, 1971 Bathurst 500 — Allan Moffat, XY Falcon GTHO Phase IIl
M Ist, 1973 Australian Touring Car Championship — Allan Moffat,

XY Falcon GTHO Phase Il

m x As Moffat was winning the 1973
ATCC in his XY, the next genera-

tion of Falcon touring car - the XA GT Hardtop — was

already being blooded by privateer John Goss.

‘The XR Falcon
‘was the first VB-powered
car to win the Great Race
at Mount Panorama.



‘The XA GT
Hardtop claimed a
second Bathurst 1000
winin 1874,

‘The XC GS500
‘Hardtop delivered Ford a
famous one-two finish at
‘Bathurst in 1977,

It wasn’t a smooth debut for the Goss car, which
only clocked two ATCC points finishes, but the XA
soon showed a knack for winning. When the Ford fac-
tory team moved into its own for the endurance races,
Fred Gibson gave the new car victory straight-up in the
opening round at Adelaide. At Bathurst, Moffat and
Ian Geoghegan sealed the Falcon’s fourth win at the
Mountain.

The XA and its XB and XC successors would keep on
winning through the 1970s, despite famously on-and-
off support from Ford Australia. Its withdrawal from
the sport at the end of 1973 saw the balance of power
swing towards Holden and its new V8-powered Tora-
nas in 1974 but the Holden’s mechanical frailty meant
the big Ford walked away with the Sandown 250 and
Bathurst that year.

1975 was a depressingly lean year for Falcon runners
but in 1976 Moffat, after encouraging Ford back into

the fold, tapped into a form upsweep in his XB and took
another ATCC title.

In 1977, with the factory now back behind the Moffat
Ford Dealers team in a big way, the Ford star swept all
before him tonot just steal the ATCC and Bathurst hon-
ours but make it a team one-two in each.

‘The Hardtop, however, was running out of puff. In
1978 ahorde of Torana A9Xs would keep it tojust a pair
of ATCC wins and little in the way of enduro glory. In
1979, with Ford having pulled out of touring-car racing
again, the Holdens won everything in sight.

SUCCESSES

W It 1973 Bathurst 1000~ Allan MoffatAan Geoghegan,

YA Falcon GT Hardiop

W 1t, 1974 Bathurst 1000 — John Goss/Kevin Bartlett,

YA Falcon GT Hardtop

W It 1976 Australian Touring Car Championship — Allan Moffat,
Y8 Falcon GT Hardiop

W It 1977 Australian Touring Car Championship — Allan Moftat,
XB Falcon GT Hardtop/XC Falcon GS500 Hardtop

W It 1977 Bathurst 1000~ Allan Moffat/Jacky Ick,

XC Falcon GS500 Hardtop
Xn x There wasn’t a lot to suggest a
revival for the Falcon as the 1980s

kicked off. As Holden star Peter Brock strode to the
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ATCC title in his all-new VB Commodore, Ford was
largely AWOL - no factory team, no big star (Allan
Moffat didn’t contest the series) and, by the end of the
season, not a single win.

Yet things were bubbling. A Group C version of the
new XD had contested the 1980 ATCC in the hands of
Ford privateer Murray Carter, who'd quietly clocked up
four podiums. As the enduro season approached, other
Ford runners saw the potential.

Moffat was one, but he and the XD never got on -
a rushed Bathurst entry ended in an early retirement
and, with Mazda beckoning for 1981, he'd never race
a Falcon again. Instead, it would be Queensland priva-
teer Dick Johnson who harnessed the promise. He put
everything on the line to build the ultimate XD for the
1980 enduros and its destruction at Bathurst that year
after hitting ‘The Rock’ while in the lead would be fol-
lowed by a famous outpouring of public support and an
unprecedented funding boon for Johnson.
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THE FALCON

Tn 1981 Johnson, now in a new Tru-Blu XD, beat Peter
Brock to the ATCC title, then took victory in a shortened
Bathurst 1000. In 1982 he and his XD snared another
ATCC crown. Then - after struggling with the new XE
‘model's handling gremlins during the 1982 enduros and
much of 1983, then destroying a newly green, newly
sorted car at Bathurst later that year — he and the Falcon
were back on top in the ATCC in 1984.

But the Falcon’s front-line touring-car career was
about to hit a roadblock. With new Group A regulations
coming, Ford no longer building a V8 Falcon or much
interested in building anything that would translate to
competitiveness on the track (a necessary evil of Group
A), Johnson and other loyal Ford runners would have to
look overseas to stay on the grid from 1985.

SUCCESSES

M 1st, 1981 Australian Touring Car Championship — Dick Johnson,
XD Falcon

M 1st, 1981 Bathurst 1000 — Dick Johnson/John French, XD Falcon
W 1st, 1982 Australian Touring Car Championship — Dick Johnson,
XD Falcon

W Ist, 1984 Australian Touring Car Championship — Dick Johnson,
XE Falcon

EB_EL The Ford Australia of the mid to
late 1980s was more interested in
fleet sales than motorsport but avowed petrolhead Jac
Nasser’s arrival into the top job saw the V8 Falcon return
with 1991’s EB model. With Australian touring cars
moving to a V8-powered Ford versus Holden formula
for 1993, the EB would also be the first top-level Falcon
to hit racetracks in nearly a decade.

It didn’t take long for it get back in the winning swing
of things. Glenn Seton won four of the nine rounds in
his EB to wrap up his first ATCC title in a team one-
two ahead of Alan Jones. In the Sandown 500, a Glenn
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Seton Racing EB would prevail again in the hands of
Geoff Brabham and David Parsons.

The early days of the five-litre era were all about
‘parity’, where one side of the Ford/Holden divide would
bitch that its car was fundamentally compromised and
lobby for balancing actions. Exactly such a ‘readjust-
ment’ ahead of the 1993 enduros would make the Com-
modores more competitive. By that stroke of fortune
for Holden, bad luck or whatever, a Falcon didn’t win
Bathurst that year.

This parity fight would continue until the standardisa-
tion of key components with 2003’s Project Blueprint
regulations, but look back today and the winning spoils
seem to be shared as they should have been in a series
of two — pretty evenly. In 1994 a Holden won the ATCC
but Dick Johnson and John Bowe reset the ledger with

‘The XE didn't
replicate the success of
the XD, though it did win
the final Group G title
in1984

The EB made its
Bathurst debut ahead of
schedule {n 1982, against
6roup A benchmarks
such as the Serra.



AU‘B Themuch-heralded AUof 1998 was
aproduct misfire and the Supercar
version that debuted in 1999 suffered a similarly sad

fate on the track.
It never lacked speed — Bathurst poles in 1999, 2000

and 2001 proved that. But fragility (its front airdam/
splitter would regularly shatter in bump-and-grind V8
races, forcing pitstops), some bad luck (retiring while ina
strong position at Bathurst became a depressingly famil-
far trait) and an increasingly dominant Holden Racing
Team would see it end its career in 2002 with only a
handful of race wins to its name, and no championship
or Bathurst success whatsoever.

But the next in this line of Falcons, the BA, would turn
it all around. A newly ascendant Stone Brothers Racing
and Marcos Ambrose won six of 13 rounds with it in
2003 to claim the championship and did it again in 2004,
the first title double for the Falcon in years.

The EL scored a Sandown and Bathurst glory in their EB. In 1995 and
et 1997, successes for the Falcon in the ATCC was followed
by a Commodore winning at Bathurst, while Holden’s
ATCC-dominating VT lost out to a soon-to-be-pensioned Ly ”
EL in the Great Race of 1998. Only in 1996, when v '
Holden newbie Craig Lowndes won almost everything, 4
did the first generation of Falcon Supercar not give its —
fans something to cheer about. gy T [
R ‘The BA hroke y
Holden's stranglehold SUCCESSES -
of Supercars with a run = BT [~
of thres consecutive M 1st, 1993 Australian Touring Car Championship — Glenn Seton, =1
championships. B Falcon e
W 1Ist, 1994 Bathurst 1000 — Dick Johnson/John Bovee, EB Falcon
‘The AU failed
et aton W 1st, 1995 Australian Touring Car Championship — John Bowe,
championship, despite EF Falcon %
the speed shown by the W 1st, 1997 Supercars Championship — Glenn Seton, EL Falcon 2 = e
;ﬁ; "; Dick Johnson M Ist, 1998 Bathurst 1000 — Jason Bright/Steven Richards, EL Falcon

By




THE FALCON

Teammate Russell Ingall repeated the feat in 2005
to make it an unprecedented three titles for the Falcon
on the trot.

Bathurst glory was less forthcoming for the BA but
when then-Ford stars Craig Lowndes and Jamie Whin-
cup bagged the big one in 2006 - eight long years after
the Falcon’s last win at the Mountain - the dam burst
and two more Bathurst wins in succession followed, the
only time the three-peat has been done in a Falcon. And
in a cherry on top not seen since the days of the XD,
Whincup bagged the 2008 championship  his first - to
go with his Bathurst crown.

SUCCESSES

W 1st, 2003 Supercars Championship — Marcos Ambrose, BA Falcon
W Ist, 2004 Supercars Championship — Marcos Ambrose, BA Falcon
W 1st, 2005 Supercars Championship — Russell Ingall, BA Falcon
M 1st, 2006 Bathurst 1000 — Craig Lowndes/Jamie Whincup,

BA Falcon

W 1st, 2007 Bathurst 1000 — Craig Lowndes/Jamie Whincup,

BF Falcon

M 1st, 2008 Supercars Championship — Jamie Whincup, BF Falcon
M Ist, 2008 Bathurst 1000 — Craig Lowndes/Jamie Whincup,

BF Falcon

FG /FG Only three other drivers have
won V8 Supercars/Supercars

titles since Whincup won his first in 2008. And since
2010 - the year after he won his second title behind
the wheel of an FG Falcon - he and his Triple Eight
team have been doing their winning for arch-rival
Holden.

That’s a lot of wins for the General in the last near
decade but the FG and the current FG X have kept
the win, Bathurst and title counters ticking over while
delivering plenty of memorable moments. Think
James Courtney’s in-the-pits defeat of Whincup and
Holden in the stormy 2010 title decider in Sydney
and Ford Performance Racing’s slew of Bathurst and
championship success between 2013 and 2015. Or
Scott McLaughlin’s recent streak of poles and wins.

This final generation of Falcon has also brought
heartbreak, not the least McLaughlin’s title loss last
year. But if the Kiwi does manage to bag the champi-
onship this year, the FG/FG X will end its racing days
with two Bathurst wins and four championships to its
name, putting it right up there with some of its most
successful predecessors. Now that would be a fitting
end to the Falcon touring-car story

SUCCESSES

o Ist, 2009 Supercars Championship — Jamie Whincup, FG Falcon
o Ist, 2010 Supercars Championship — James Courtney, FG Falcon
 Ist, 2013 Bathurst 1000 — Mark Winterbottom/Steven Richards,
FG Falcon

 Ist, 2014 Bathurst 1000 — Chaz Mostert/Paul Morris, FG Falcon

* 1st, 2015 Supercars Championship — Mark Winterbottom,

FG X Falcon




ABOVE LEFT: The BF won
two Bathursts ina row in
2007 and 2008.

LEFT The FG won two
titles in 2008 and 2010,

EELOW. The F6 X won the
title on debut in 2015,

THE NON-FALCON FORDS

MUSTANG

The American-built Mustang was the car to beat
under the Improved Production rules, scoring five
consecutive championship wins from 1965 to 1969
before it was ruled out of contention by the change
to Group C from 1973. The Mustang reappeared in
Group A in 1985 but didn't trouble the European-
made cars. The pony cars will return under a third
iteration in Supercars in 2019.

CORTINA
The British-built Cortina gave Ford its first Austral-
ian Touring Car Championship win courtesy of

Tan Geoghegan in 1964. It also won the first three
Bathurst 500s from 1963 to 1965, before being
phased out and eventually replaced by the Austral-
ian-made Falcon

SIERRA

The Sierra replaced the Mustang in Group A in 1987,
going on to become the dominant car with champi-
onship and Bathurst sweeps in 1988 and 1989. The
Dick Johnson Racing Sierras were the cars to beat,
eventually superseded by the all-conquering Nissan
Skyline BNR32 GT-R from 1990, before Group A was
put to bed at the conclusion of 1992.
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THE FALCON

Allan Moffat and Dick Johnson
stand out in terms of Falcon
legends, taking the fight to Holden
Brock across three

inthec ampmn,mp in 1973 and
for supremacy against
t Mount Panorama. When

Moffat moved on to Mazda in 1980,

Dick Johnson stepped up and
erthe Ford mantle with his
at Mount Panorama

Glenn Seton and John Bowe were

mpionships and
d o head for supremacy.
* After Holden became the
dominant force, Mar mbr
endeared himself to Ford fans by
ule with

championship n the midst of a
period of Holden rule.

Triple Eight's Craig Lowndes and
Jamie Whincup claimed the only
Bathurst thr

I g
defection to Holden, which marked
a downturn in results or Ford
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Falcon as the most loved above
the rest. The XC GS500 delivered
Ford i

and Dick Johnson's
from ‘The Rock’ lnadmtmlSBO

mhrstoryatheﬂ!stv&poweted
wnmaatMmthanm
The BA ended Holden’ i

towinning the ct
Bath double in 1981.The

with the one-two formation
finish at Bathurst in 1977. For
a fairytale moment, it's the XD

XY GTHO Phase III (abave) is
probably the most sought-after
Falcon, while the XR will go down

admnnzntﬂnee—yearpexiod,
‘while the FG X marked the end
of the Falcon era. All could be
considered iconic Falcons.
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VALE BOBJANE

Boh Jane passed away aged 88 in his hometown of Melbourne in September.
We remember a man whose achievements in the automotive world matched his

incredible successes on the racetrack.

- ob Jane is often forgotten

when discussing the greats of
Australian touring cars. The
oversight is perhaps a result

Armstrong 500 wins, Jane is amongst the
greats of Australian motorsport.

The Melbourne-born racer started
out on two wheels, winning a number of

of him being bered for
his business ventures rather than his racing
achievements. But with four Australian
Touring Car Championship wins and four

based cycling titles before turning his
attention to four wheels, establishing the
Bob Jane Autoland business in partnership
with his brother Bill

Jane settled into
touring-car racing
just as it was about to
boom with the creation
of the Australian Tour-
ing Car Championship
and Armstrong 500
at Phillip Island. And
despite a frightening

Jane and Harry Firth
win the 1961 Armstrong 500
ina Mercedes-Benz 220SE.

BELOV Jane at his beloved
Calder Park Raceway.

crash at Phillip Tsland in 1961, when he was
thrown out of his FJ Holden and was ina
coma for more than a week with a fractured
skull, he was committed to racing.

It was in partnership with Harry
Firth that Jane won three consecutive
Armstrong 500s, two at Phillip Island ina
Mercedes-Benz 220SE and Ford XL Falcon
in 1961 and 1962 respectively and in a
Ford Cortina GT Mkl in 1963, the first to
be held at Mount Panorama, Bathurst.

Jane went on to win the event yet again
in 1964, this time alongside George Reyn-
olds in another Cortina GT, making him
the only driver in history to win what we
now call the Great Race on four consecutive
occasions.



Jane won his first Australian Touring Car
Championship title in the single-race decider
at Longford in Tasmania in 1962, driving his
Jaguar Mark II 3.8 to a 23-second win on the
punishing street circuit.

He defended his title with a Jaguar
Mark IT 4.1 at Mallala in South Australia
in 1963, making him the first multiple
winner of the Australian Touring Car
Championship. Victory in that year’s Aus-
tralian GT Championship, also in a Jaguar,
made Jane the undisputed number one in
Australian motorsport.

Jane's success on the racetrack was
matched in the business world. He became
a Jaguar and Ford dealer following on from
his victories with the brands, while his
development of the first radial tyre brand
built in Australia (and raced by Jane to vic-
tory at Bathurst) led to the creation of Bob
Jane T-Marts in 1965. In the same year he
had another lucky escape, surviving a spec-
tacular crash in a Mustang at Katoomba.

In 1969 Jane teamed up with Holden by
purchasing the Southern Motors dealer-
ships. This led to a switch to racing Chevro-
let Camaros in the Australian Touring Car
Championship now being run over multiple
rounds.

Jane won the 1971 title in his seven-litre
Chevrolet Camaro ZL-1 following a dramatic

season finale at Oran Park Raceway, where
he overcame the challenge of the Ford Mus-
tangs of Allan Moffat and Ian Geoghegan to
win his third championship.

Despite engine restrictions coming
into place to combat the brute power of
the seven-litre V8, Jane took his 5.7-litre
Camaro to an even more convincing cham-
pionship win in 1972.

His business commitments limited his
motorsport outings to sports-sedan racing
in the latter half of the 1970s and into the
1980s, before he retired once and for all in
1982.

By this time his focus was on his busi-
nesses, which from 1971 included owning
and running Calder Park Raceway on the
outskirts of Melbourne.

Jane and Firth in 1962.
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Jane invested heavily in the facility,
including staging the Australian Grand Prix
from 1980 to 1984 and attracting the likes
of Alain Prost, Niki Lauda, Nelson Piquet,
Jacques Laffite, Alan Jones and more to the
event, despite its non-championship status
and the fact it ran to Formula Mondial
regulations.

Jane’s ambition was for the Australian
Grand Prix to be granted world-champion-
ship status. But once it became clear that
Formula 1 management wasn’t keen on
Calder Park, Jane threw his support behind
Adelaide’s bid for the event. The develop-
ment of the Australian Grand Prix at Calder
Park proved crucial to the event gaining
world championship inclusion.

After giving up on his dream of a world-
championship event at Calder Park, Jane
turned his attention to building a super-
speedway at the facility to hold NASCAR
races, the first such facility to be built
outside of North America.

The cost of building the facility is said to
have been in excess of $200 million and the
oval races attracted big crowds by bringing
anew form of motorsport to Australia.
With the oval, dragway and racetrack,
Calder Park became the hub of motorsport
in Victoria.

Jane's philanthropy wasn't limited to
Calder Park. He threw his support behind
anumber of other initiatives, sponsoring
entries and drivers such as Peter Brock and
Larry Perkins’ 1984 Le Mans 24 Hours entry
and events such as the Bob Jane T-Marts-
backed Bathurst 1000 from 2002 to 2004.

By this time, though, illness and the
battle for control over Bob Jane T-Marts
had led to struggles for Jane, which would
continue in the latter years of his life.

Jane squeezed a lot into his 88 years.
And his achievements on and off the track
have left a legacy of a larger than life all-
rounder that's unlikely to be repeated. 3¢

BOB JANE SUCCESSES

1961 Armstrong 500

1962 Australian Touring Car Cl

1962 Armstrong 500

1963 Australian Touring Car Cl

1963 Australian GT C|

1963 Armstrong 500

1964 Armstrong 500

Firth and Jane in 1981. 1971 Australian Touring Car C|

1972 Australian Touring Car Championship
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SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION
ALLAN MOFFAT RACING # 33 BRUT

1969 FORD BOSS 302 TRANS AM MUSTANG

Handied
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IN STOCK

*Pre production sample shewn. Same changes may eccur in production
Each model will include a signed
certificate by Allan Moffat himself

ALLAN MOFFAT RACING

# 33 BRUT

1969 FORD BOSS 302 TRANS AM MUSTANG (RESIN)

Limited production, estimated production of 1,000 pieces
worldwide.

Features: Perfectly sculpted body, fully detailed interior,
rubber tires.

THIS IS A MUST IN YOUR MOFFAT COLLECTION
Scale: 1:18  OUR PRICE: $399 +p&h
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Limited production, estimated Y‘ ©s
production of 1,000 pieces worldwide RPN
Features: Perfectly sculpted body, fully

detailed interior, rubber tires

Scale: 1:18
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DRAN PARK

Ten years ago Oran Park Raceway hosted Supercars for the final time. We discover
what's left at Oran Park Town and take a trip down memory lane to Sydney’s best
and much-missed motorsport circuit.

ran Park Town looks like an

any other suburb, bustling

with new houses, shops, cafes

and more. But the land was

once home to one of the most-
loved racetracks in Australia. And there are
plenty of hints of its past scattered around
the suburb 60km to the south-west of
Sydney, which is now home to more than
25,000 residents and 7000 homes.

Peter Brock Drive runs through the
heart of the suburb and intersects with
Skaife Street, where you turn off and head
to Francevic Street, past Lowndes Drive,
to ‘Grandstand Park’, where banks of fans
once sat at Oran Park Raceway and today
the locals can sit and look upon a map the
old track layout.

There’s motorsport nostalgia throughout
Oran Park Town. The main shopping
centre is named ‘Oran Park Podium'. The
local rugby league club is the ‘Chargers’,
complete with chequered flags on its logo.
/And the recent addition of a‘Walk of Fame
honours 30 motorsport greats.

It’s not quite the same as still having
the circuit operational, but it's a fitting
nod to history for an area that hosted the

‘The start of the final Supercars round
at Oran Park Raceway in 2008.

Australian Touring Car Championship
(ATCC)/Supercars every year from 1971 to
2008, often as the season finale.

Oran Park Raceway opened in 1962,
in the wake of the closure of the nearby
Mount Druitt Circuit, to cater for state-
level events.

Dan Cleary handed over the land on
which a 1.6km layout was built. Grand-
stands and other facilities were built up
in preparation for the circuit’s first ATCC
round in 1971.

More than 33,000 fans packed in to
watch the muscle-car championship battle




between the Ford Mustangs of Allan
Moffat and lan Geoghegan and the Chev-
rolet Camaro of Bob Jane, which included a
fan driving his Valiant Pacer onto the track
during the race and was won by the Camaro
of Jane.

‘The popularity of the circuit led to an
expansion to 2.6km into 1973 and the crea-
tion of the ‘grand prix layout for a figure-
eight layout and the iconic bridge section.

Injust over a decade, Oran Park had gone
from a dirt track hosting state-level races to
home of the Australian Grand Prix and the
ATCC season finale.

There was also a regular endurance
event, often run to 300km as part of the
Australian Endurance Championship/
Manufacturers’ Championship.

But it's the ATCC deciders that Oran Park
is best remembered for. There was the the
title-deciding tangle between Jim Richards
and Glenn Seton in 1987, the Sierra versus
Skyline battle of 1990, the all-Dick John-
son Racing battle of 1989 and all-Nissan
Skyline battle of 1992, Seton versus John
Bowe versus Peter Brock in 1995, Seton
versus Bowe versus Russell Ingall in 1997,

Oran Park Town is home to more than 25,000
residents and 7000 homes.

‘Grandstand Park in Oran Park Town
remembers Oran Park Raceway, with the track map
at the heart of the park keeping the memary of the
circuit alive.

XTRA
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an all-Commodore battle between Craig
Lowndes and Ingall in 1998 and Jamie
Whincup's first title success in 2008.

The latter was the final round held at
Oran Park. It marked the end of an era in
‘more ways than one; the final full-time
drive for Mark Skaife, the coronation of
Whincup and the farewell to Oran Park.

Since the closure of the circuit, Sydney
events have struggled to attract Oran
Park-like crowds. The circuit’s elevation
and camber changes made for great racing,
while banks of spectators gathered on
the outside of the final turn at one of the
great natural amphitheatres in Australian
motorsport that hasn’t been replicated
elsewhere.

The NSW government rezoned the land
for residential purposes in 2004 and the
circuit hosted its final track days and club-
level meetings in 2010.

Ten years since its final Supercars round,
Sydney is without a round on the schedule
for 2019. Nothing can replace what was
lost at Oran Park. 2€

Oran Park Town's ‘Walk of Fame' celebrates the
greats who raced and won at the circuit.

EELOW A huge crowd was on hand for the final Supercars
‘Tound at Oran Park in 2008.
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LEGENDARY TORANA - THE BATHURST YEARS
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EN LH &

TORANA L34

The Torana had already taken the fight to V8-powered Falcons in the early days of
Group C before it received a boost in power with the LH Torana SL/R 5000 L34.

ord ruled Australian touring
cars in 1973. Allan Moffat had
won the Australian Touring
Car Championship in the
Falcon GTHO Phase III. He
upgraded to XA Falcon GT Hardtop at
Bathurst and duly won the first Great Race
run to 1000 kilometres.
Holden needed a response. And, after

being the David to Ford’s Goliath with the
six-cylinder LJ Torana GTR XU-1 in recent
seasons, it joined Ford in racing a V8 with the
LH Torana SL/R 5000.

The LH Torana SL/R 5000 road car was
released in March 1974 and looked quite
different to its predecessor, with its longer,
wider and heavier body reflecting the
beefed-up engine.

‘The race-going version debuted in April
1974 and was raced by Peter Brock in the
second half of that season, helping him to
secure the drivers' title.

‘The upgraded L34 option would debut at
Bathurst in 1974. The main change came
under the bonnet with a Repco-developed
engine upgrade with an eye to success
on the racetrack. Bolted-on wheel arches

I —



‘The V8-powered L34
paved the way for the
the LXASX.

added to the aggressive look of the racer.

But one of the wettest Bathursts in his-
tory in 1974 wasn't the ideal setting for the
L34’s first crack at Mount Panorama. Ford
prevailed again, though the Blue Oval's lack
of support for its team and drivers gave the
Holden an advantage heading into 1975.

Brock, though, had split with the Holden
Dealer Team, moving to the privateer
Gown-Hindhaugh team. Colin Bond would
lead the factory team, while Allan Grice and
Bob Morris would also race L34s, with Ford
hero Moffat running a limited campaign in
his Falcon.

A rule change that allowed for an increase
in the maximum oil-sump capacity assisted
the Torana in terms of reliability, helping
the L34 dominate the season.

Bond won the title by a comfortable
margin, winning the season opener at
Symmons Plains Raceway and the final two
rounds at Adelaide and Lakeside. Grice and
Morris took two wins apiece to complete
the clean sweep of races in 1975.

Brock finished the championship in
seventh but made amends in the endur-
ance events with victory at Phillip Island,
Sandown and Bathurst, the latter his

only win in the Great Race away from the
Holden Dealer Team.

Ford returned as a supporter of Moffat
in 1976 and won the title, setting up the
foundations for the famed one-two forma-
tion finish they would achieve at Bathurst
in 1977. Bond was once again best of the
134 runners with second place in the
[E————

But the L34 was again on top in the
endurance events with wins at Phillip
Island and Sandown for Bond and Brock
respectively and a second consecutive
Bathurst success for a privateer entry, this
time the entry of Morris and John Fitzpat-
rick surviving a leaking gearbox oil seal in
the latter stages of the race for a popular
win.

Tt was symbolic of the L34’s history:
claiming success but with unreliability an
occasional concern.

The L34 was phased out during 1977 by
the LX A9X, which went onto dominate
Bathurst and the championship as the
curtain call for the Torana. And though the
LX A9X is arguably the best-remembered
Torana, the L34 set the foundations for its
success. €

TORANA L34
SUCCESSES

1975 |
Sandown 250: Peter Brock

1975 |
Phillp Isiand 500: Peter Brock

1975 |
Bathurst 1000: Peter Brock/Brian Samps(

Sandown 400: Peter Brock

Phillip Island 500: Colin Bond

ck
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GET IT SEEN!
GET IT 50LP!

From just $29.50

Log onto my105.com, place & pay for your ad online
using our secure payment system.

Royale 1982 Sports 2000
Royale Sports 2000, S2000M-014 made
in 1982in the UK for a client n California.
The car raced in the SCCA for approx 3
years and was then put in the shed for
the next 25 years. The car was purchased
and came to Australia several years ago
and has undergone a full ground up nut
and bolt restoration.

FOR CONTACT DETAILS,

'MORE INFORMATION AND PICS:
ww /

VS Sports Sedan
VS Is sports sedan all Work done

by professional people center line
suspension engine by Richard hulk motec
and fuel by spiteri engineering front and
rear splitter carbon Keviar , 3 piece 18
inch wheels by roh 13 off, with 2 sets of
Dunlop slicks and 1 set of wetsnew race
seat and hamess only raced twice last

VT Saloon Car
VT Saloon Car for sale. INTERSTATE
transport inc. Car has won 2 national

championships
twice. Finished on the podium in every
race 2016 WA state

p magic 2017
FOR CONTACT DETAILS,
MORE INFORMATION AND PICS:

WWW.my105.com/20054

4th in 2016 National

and Wanneroo 200 Y8 SUPERCAR
PMM 2009 KULWIKI chassis cumrently
and  racingin full

Maintained to the highest Std. Has
Milton Engine and Pfitzner gear box.
Only selling due to change of class.
FOR CONTACT DETAILS,

MORE INFORMATION AND PICS:

racks laptop with past data , refueling rig
, radios more than 50 9% life on parts +
engine , spares included all new white
respray race ready, nothingto spend.
FOR CONTACT DETAILS,

Group N Ford Mustang
BOSS 302

Historic Touring NC Class. Dan Gurmey/
Peter Revson TransAm Series Replica
Race Car. No expense spared during
its construction from the ground up.
Professionally built Boss 302 race engine.
Car comes with a good spares package,
including gearbox & diffs with ratios...
FOR CONTACT DETAILS,

MORE INFORMATION AND PICS:

‘WWW.my105.com/20555

Aston Martin DBRS9 GT3

1 of only 26 built | Only 245kms | Built by
PRODRIVEin England| Fully homologated
10 GT3 specifications | This example was a
Hong Kong delivery and is 1 of only 26
built, With only 245km on the odometer,
this DBRS9 is one of very few that have
never been raced and is in pristine
condition. The paintwork is near perfect
and the shut linesare in factory condition.
FOR CONTACT DETAILS,

MORE INFORMATION AND PICS:

Ginetta G50Z V8 GT3

Ex Craft Bamboo Racing - built for
Asian series. Zytek V8, 34ltr, 500++8HP
engine, same spec engine as run in the
LMP/ATGP race cars. Runs 98 Octane
fuel. Weighs 1050kg (dry weight). RIH
Drive, paddle shift, fully reconditioned
Hewland DTM/DTR transaxle/new case,
adjustable LSD, Traction Control, Bosch
ABS, Motec Dash with Shift Lights 4-way
Adjustable Sachs Dampers, Carbon race
clutch, Krontec Air Jack System...

FOR CONTACT DETAILS,

MORE INFORMATION AND PICS:

ww

EJ HOLDEN CIRCUIT
RACING CAR

FOR SALE. Holden FJ circuit race car.
Probably Aust. quickest, only raced twice.
Chassis car professionally built by, Tony
Haskins race cars Qid. Fabrication by
Adrian Brooke. RB30 Turbo with forward
facing plenum, 1000cc injectors, massive
list of engine work and componetry.
Approx. 500 FWHP.

FOR CONTACT DETAILS,

MORE INFORMATION AND PICS:

‘WWW.my105.com/20606

st

ww!

MORE AND PICS:

WWW.my105.com/20550

Check out the all new MY105.com Trade Directories...

EGX Falcon XR8 manual
sedan

FGX XR8 2015 TRACK CAR My pride and
joy is up for regretful Sale. | had an FGX
XR8 sedan that was in an accident and
written off by the insurer and | kept clear
title of the damaged vehicle...

FOR CONTACT DETAILS,

MORE INFORMATION AND PICS:

HQ 308-4 speed Group NC

1 have a mint condition factory original,
3084 speed hatful sounding Group
NC that is looking for its next owner, |
came across this rare, un molested-not
tubbed-guards haven't been rolled-mint
condition HQ...

FOR CONTACT DETAILS,
MORE INFORMATION AND PICS:

ww /
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THE YEAR

THAT WAS

The 1999 season saw the final implementation of changes that created modern-day
Supercars, from the inclusion of the endurance events into the championship and
the move to a control tyre to the debut of the Adelaide 500.

hree critical developments in
the 1990s set Australian tour-
ing cars down the path to what
‘we now know as Supercars.
There was the implementation
of the V8-only regulations from 1993, the
rebranding from the Australian Touring
Car Championship (ATCC) to V8 Supercars
in 1997 and, finally, the reworking of the
schedule in 1999.

Not only did the Bathurst 1000 become
part of the ATCC/Supercars championship
for the first time but there was the debut
of the Adelaide 500, which would establish
atemplate that the category could use for
‘marquee street-circuit events across Aus-
tralia and New Zealand.

‘The historic season started at Eastern
Creek with the paddock chat dominated by
talk of tyres. Bridgestone had been awarded

44 SUPERCARXTRA

the contract to provide the control tyre ina
move away from the tyre war of recent V8
seasons.

It was a logical move for a category that
had put such a heavy emphasis on achiev-
ing parity between the Holden Commodore
and Ford Falcon, with variance in tyre
performance often masking the form of the
teams, drivers and cars.

The Holden Racing Team entered the
season as the team to beat following Craig
Lowndes’ triumphant return from racing in
Europe to winning his second title in 1998.
Holden entries had filled the top-four
places that year with the debut of the VT in
the final rounds against the EL Falcon.

Ford teams upgraded to the AU for 1999
and with the new-look Falcon was a radical
departure from recent efforts from the
Blue Oval. And the arrival of the new car

coincided with significant changes amongst
its teams: Glenn Seton Racing receiving
backing from Ford to become the unofficial
factory team, John Bowe’s departure from
Dick Johnson Racing for the new-look Cat-
erpillar Racing and Paul Radisich replacing
Bowe in the #18.

But it would be a troubled season for the
new Falcon. Teething problems with body-
work and setup left the Ford teams playing
second fiddle.

By the end of the season the AU had won
just one round in the hands of Stone Broth-
ers Racing’s Jason Bright at Hidden Valley
Raceway in Darwin.

‘There were glimpses of what could have
been from the AU, which had one-lap speed
but struggled in the races, most notably
when Bright scored pole position for the
first Adelaide 500 and when Mark Larkham

‘The field charges into
‘Tum One at Hidden
Valley Raceway.



put his own Falcon entry on pole for the
season-ending Bathurst 1000.

Holden had an advantage having raced
the VT in the final rounds of 1998, carrying
that experience and momentum into the
following season with a strong cast behind
Lowndes: Perkins Engineering’s Russell
Ingall following his hot run of form the pre-
vious two seasons, the rejuvenated Gibson
Motorsport with Steven Richards and Greg
Murphy, the rising threat of Garry Rogers
Motorsport’s Garth Tander and Jason
Bargwanna, and Mark Skaife alongside
Lowndes at the Holden Racing Team.

It was Skaife who won his first round for
the factory Holden team at Eastern Creek
in a dominant display from the champion-
ship favourites. He and Lowndes finished
in first and second in two of three races and
swept the round.

The second round marked the debut of
the Adelaide 500, a new round on a slightly
shortened version of the city-based street
circuit that hosted the Australian Grand
Prix from 1985 to 1995.

Big crowds proved that Supercars could
be the headline act, having supported the
event with non-championship races during
the grand prix days, and they witnessed a
classic race.

Lowndes, after winning the first race,
was sent to the back of the grid for the
second following a tangle with a back-
marker but fought back and took the round
win.

Lowndes continued winning at Barba-
gallo Raceway, keeping a remarkable unde-
feated run at the circuit across three years,
then Skaife fought back with the round win

backaot the grid

at Phillip Island to give the Holden Racing
Team 11 straight race wins across the
opening four rounds.

Bright broke through for Ford at Hidden
Valley Raceway, the second round held at
the circuit outside of Darwin, after track
conditions and tangles for the leading
Holden entrants opened the door for a first
round win for the AU.

The Holden Racing Team recovered with
a round win for Skaife at Sandown, while
Tander won at the first round held at the
new Queensland Raceway circuit to signal
the rise of a new Holden threat.

Then it was onto Calder Park, where the
championship appeared to come unstuck
for Lowndes. At the start of the second race

of the weekend he was sent into a series of
frightening rollovers, coming to a stop of
his roof on an embankment. Other drivers
raced to his aid and Lowndes avoided major
injury, though a knee injury forced him

to miss the following round at Symmons
Plains.

Skaife closed up with round wins at
Calder Park and Symmons Plains, then
Lowndes returned for Winton, where Garry
Rogers Motorsport’s Jason Bargwanna
took the round win.

Skaife gained further ground with victory
at the final sprint round at Oran Park,
before the unknown of the endurance
events thrown into the championship
battle. The Holden Racing Team inevitably
kept its championship contenders in their
own cars, while the likes of Perkins Engi-
neering, Gibson Motorsport and others
paired up their main drivers.

‘The inaugural Queensland 500, which
had replaced the Sandown 500, was the
second round of the season at Queensland
Raceway and victory went to Perkins Engi-
neering’s Ingall and Larry Perkins. Lowndes
scored valuable points in third and Skaife
counted the cost of a tangle with Bright
down in 22nd.

With the points system heavily weighted
to the endurance races, five drivers could
still win the title at Bathurst: Lowndes,
Seton, Skaife, Ingall and Tander.

Debate would rage over whether
Bathurst should be included in the champi-
onship, with critics claiming that a Mount
Panorama season finale would lead to the
title winner being overshadowed, or vice
versa.

Lowndes' rollayerat,
Calder Park Raceyiay,
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Itlooked as though the Dick Johnson
Racing entry of Radisich and Steve Ellery
would take a surprise win for the AU until a
tangle with a backmarker led to mechanical
dramas that left Radisich on the side of the
road entering the final stint of the race.

It would have been a fairytale win for
the team in Dick Johnson’s final full-time
season, with the owner/driver and son
Steve Johnson finishing best of the Fords
in fourth.

‘The win went to the Gibson Motorsport
entry of Murphy and Richards, a historic
result with Richards becoming the first
driver to win Bathurst in a Ford and
Holden, in consecutive years, no less.

Lowndes wrapped up the title with
second place, fittingly joined on the podium

1339 ROUND WINNERS

by Skaife, who took third. Ad
season for Holden had ended with a
podium sweep for the VT, completing a

top-three finish in the ck :

Murphy, Richards and Lowndes shared
the podium and the spotlight as Bathurst
and championship winners, though the
arguments over whether the champion-
ship should end at Bathurst, let alone be
included in it, would continue on.

But the 1999 season was deemed a
success. The Adelaide 500 would lead to
similar events on the Gold Coast, Canberra,
Townsville, Sydney, Hamilton and Newcas-

tle, with varying success d
location.

Also, the endurance events remain in the
championship to this day. And though the
Holden Racing Team dominated, control

EASTERN
Mark Skaife, Holden VT Commodore
ADELAIDE
Craig Lowndes, Holden VT Commodore
BARBAGALLOD
Craig Lowndes, Holden VT Commodore
Murphy andRichards
FHILLIP ISLAND celabrat gty in the
Mark Skaife, Holden VT Commodore st S0
HIDDEN VALLEY
Jason Bright, Ford AU Falcon BHAMPIUNSHIP TUP Io
SANDOWN Craig Lowndes Holden VST Commodore
- ussell Ingall Holden VT Commodore
Mark Skaife, Holden VT Commodore ok Saits Tl VT G
QUEENSLAND RACEWAY fenn Seton Ford AU Falcon
: Garth Tander, Holden VS Commodore et e foldenVSTIGoodore
reg Murphy Holden VT Commodore
CALDER PARK teven Richards Holden VT Commodore
Mark Skaife, Holden VT Commodore 8 Jason Bright Ford AU Falcon
9 Lany Perkins Holden VT Commodore
SYMMONS PLAINS 10" Dick Johnson Ford AU Falcon
Mark Skaife, Holden VT Commodore
e BATHURST 1000 TOP 10
Jason Bargwanna, Holden VT Commodore |_Greg Murphy/Steven Richards _Holden VT Commodore
i des/Cam McConville _Holden VT Commodore
ORAN PARK lark Skaife/Paul Morris Holden VT Commodore.
i h Mark Skaife, Holden VT Commodore ick Johnson ord AU Falcon
on the lenn Seton/Neil Crompton ord AU Falcon
QUEENSLAND 500 5 Todd KellyMark Noske Holden VT Commodore:
Russell Ingall/Lany Perkins, Holden VT Commodore ussel Ingall/Larry Perkins Holden VT Commodore.
8 _Paul Weel/Greg Crick Ford AU Falcon
BATHURST 1000 9 Greg Rittr/Steve Oven Holden VT Commodore
Greg Murphy/Steven Richards, Holden VT Commodore 10 Geoff Brabham/Neal Bates Ford AU Falcon

tyres had levelled the playing field. €
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FALCONER

DICK JOHNSON

Ford’s most successful, enduring and popular figure in racing for
nearly 40 years, Dick Johnson is synonymous with the Falcon. Here he
takes a walk down memory lane to pay tribute to the iconic Aussie car

that helped make him one of the all-time greats

ley, DIR

IMAGES

Pen

pics.

o one has raced more Fords Since 1993 Dick Johnson Racing has remained faith-
forlonger than Dick Johnson.  ful to Falcon, with the alliance continuing through
Since 1977 Johnson has been  American mogul Roger Penske’s takeover to form DJR
the Blue Oval’s standard-bearer ~ Team Penske (DJRTP) in 2015.
on the track, driving Fords for ~ DJRTP last year joined Triple Eight Race Engineering
more than two decades and still  as one of the powerhouses of Supercars and will now
running them today. replace the ageing Falcon with a DJRTP-developed Mus-
Asaminority co-ownerof DJR  tang Supercar in 2019
Team Penske, the 73-year-old The return of the Mustang brings the sport full circle,
Ford folk hero remains the best-  harking back to the dawn of V8 tin-top racing’s popular-
known face in Australian motorsport. More recognised ity in the mid-1960s. Ford’s two-door coupe battled with
than Craig Lowndes, Daniel Ricciardo, Mark Webber, ~ Chevrolet Camaros and homegrown Holden Monaros
Alan Jones and even fellow Ford treasure Allan Moffat.  into the early '70s.

And when it comes to Falconry on the track, Johnson Johnson is the figurehead of the long Falcon racing
is the master of the bird of prey. He is to Ford Falcons era that is ending, but even he is more enthused about
what the late Peter Brock is to Holdens. Brock versus ~ Ford Australia’s comeback with the Mustang, Australia’s
Moffat popularised the Red versus Blue rivalry, but - and the world’s - hottest selling ‘sports car’.

Brock versus Johnson raised it to a new level.

Johnson, of course, shot to overnight fame by hit- ~ You’re the driver and team owner most synony-
ting a rock while leading the 1980 Bathurst 1000in his  mous with the Falcon, so it’s truly the end of an
Tru-BluXD Falcon. Out of despair came salvation, with ~ era. Your thoughts?

a TV fundraising campaign — matched dollar-for-dollar ~ Well, it was something that was inevitable once the
by Ford - securing his future. vehicle itself was no longer produced. The name’s

Of Johnson's five championship wins, the first three ~ disappeared, but it's certainly served us very well in
‘were won in Falcons and, of his three Bathurst 1000 tri-  motorsport and I think it's been a very good brand
umphs, two were in the Aussie iron as well. In between ~ for Ford. It’s well-known and it still has a huge follow-
his Falcon flights the laconic Queenslander raced Mus-  ing. I've always been a very loyal person. I tried to be
tangs - unsuccessfully — and Sierra Cosworths —verysuc-  loyal to Holden once, but that didn’t work, so when
cessfully - in the Group A era, when the international  the opportunity came to change to Ford I grabbed it
rules didn't allow a then non-existent local V8 Ford. with both hands.




EDGE

Mark Fogarty is an award-winning
motorsport writer.




You helped make the Falcon such an iconic car but
equally it helped make you, didn’t it?

Oh, absolutely. Without the series of events that Iwent
through, I probably never would've had a career like 've
had. We stuck with Falcon the whole way because we
knew the car pretty well and, as it turns out, it rewarded
us. And there was quite a difference, really, between the
Fords and the Holdens. They were different from the
point of view that they had different strengths and
weaknesses, and I think that's what the punters really
enjoyed and what made it more exciting.

Th £

as the golden era of Group C, when it was a five-
litre Commodore against a 5.8-litre Falcon.

Yeah, but the Falcon was a lot heavier and a lot bigger,
and not as nimble. Even further back, the ToranaXU-1s
were a very nimble little car when they were up against
the GTHO Falcons. It was always a very interesting era
and it depended on which track you went to as to which
one dominated.

As you say, you started raung Holdem lmt you

since. Whyhaveywst:yedthh Fords for solong?
Well, like I said, I've always been a very loyal person, but
T've also stuck with Ford because we had all the stuff
that worked with them. Remember, we were a privateer
team, as much as might think we were a factory team.
But that was never the case. Thad to pay my own billsand
all the infrastructure I had centred on the Ford. And to
be quite honest, I thought I had a much better chance of
winning in the Falcon because it was a bit more powerful
and it was reliable.

It was the Tru-Blu XD that made you famous but
your association with the Falcon started with the
XB through Brisbane Ford dealer Bryan Byrt. That
was the trigger for you to switch to Ford, wasn’t it?
Yes, it was because I was in a situation where I was
payingall my own bills and funding my own motorsport.
Having said that, the opportunity came along where I
actually drove a Holden Dealer Team XU-1 at Surfers
Paradise International Raceway once and I also drove
an XU-1 for Zupps (big Brisbane Holden dealer) for a
few years, but then Zupps decided they didn’t want to
continue in racing,

So there [ was, left with nowhere to go and back to
funding my own motorsport. Luckily, Bryan Byrt came
tomeand asked me if I'd like to drive his car. Right about
then it could've been a Skoda and I would've been in
there because someone else was paying the bills! Seri-
ously, though, it was a good, competitive car (XB Falcon
Hardtop).

Sure, it took a while to get my head around things
and get the preparation of the thing right. We were up
against the factory then, too, where Moffat had the fac-
tory cars. Butwe held our own in certain placesand led a
couple of championship races, only to have some minor
failures very close to the end, which was disappointing,
Obviously, the wins were to come later.
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And tlmt program sowed the seeds for the xn
a

AEOVE Johnson in the XD
Falcon at

n Bryan Byrt
just after Bathurst in 1978, the business got taken over
and sold. The guy who bought it, John Harris, continued
backing the team in '79, but the writing was on the wall
and I offered to buy all the bits and pieces, which we
could transfer into an XD body.

T also asked Harris to supply me with an XD - which
he did, an ex-highway patrol car, would you believe? -
and that was the deal that started Dick Johnson Racing.

We built the XD race car out of the patrol car and the
bits from the XC two-door. I gave him back the XC with
all the 351 V8 running gear out of the XD cop car. He
sold it as a road car. I think it was found in recent years
and rebuilt into the race car again. That’s how Dick John-
son Racing started and we did it all in the garage from
our home.

‘The Rock’ incident at Bathurst in 1980. Absolute
heartbreak, but it actually made your career.

It was the best thing that happened. At the time, it was
the worst thing, but it turned out to be the best thing.

Raceway in 1982.
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ABOVE Johnson with his
Group A Mustang in 1985.

We'd put an awful ot on the line to get to there and
it seemed like it was going to be the end, but because
of one of the callers to Channel Seven (who launched a
fundraising appeal), what happened saved us.

Seven's switchboard was absolutely jam-packed with
people ringing in to donate money to get us back on
track and one of the callers was Edsel B Ford II (Ford
Motor Company heir and then assistant managing direc-
tor of Ford Australia).

Edsel said that for every dollar donated he would
match it one-for-one — and he did.

He may have thought it was only going to be four or
five grand, but 78 grand later, he'd given us a pretty good
budget to do the full season the following year, which
Ineeded really bad. In a sense, that put an awful lot of
pressure on me.

I'm not one to let people down, so it made me, not try
harder, but it made it more important for me to get out
there and make sure I did the best job for all the people
who supported us.

Was $78,000 the total or what Edsel had to match?
That’s what he had to put in.

So it was $156,000 all up? That would have bought
you a nice new car.

Too right. That was alot of money in 1980. But we never
really did it easy because there was only the two of us. It
was (Dick's brother) Roy and I. We were building the car
together and I was building the engines and gearboxes.
Roy and I used to drive the truck everywhere and we'd
live in the truck. We didn’t have the budget to stay in
motels. There were some interesting times, I'll tell ya.

Ford ti i h i i ¥
ing levels of support over the years, but DJR has
never a¢ had full factory backing, has it?

Not 100 per cent. They obviously got to a point, in the
latter years, where they were putting in pretty good
money to support our team. But back in ‘81, after the
rock thing, it got me into Ford through Motorcraft (parts
and accessories division).

Doug Jacobi headed up Motorcraft and he was abso-
lutely fantastic. He did everything he could to support
what we were doing, sort of through the back door. And
thatled to bigger things later on when Howard Marsden
returned in the mid-to-late’90s when Ford Australia got
moreinvolved again. We had a meeting with Jac Nasser
(then boss at Broadmeadows) and Peter Gilitzer (then
marketing chief).

As you'll remember, Gilitzer was a huge supporter of
motorsport and Nasser saw the commercial benefits for
the Falcon being involved in racing. It was really in 93,
after the Sierras when we went back to V8 Falcons, that
we started getting some serious support. Then under
Marsden, who came from Tickford, the main Ford teams
all got significant backing. But we were never the official
factory team like Ford Performance Racing.

'You mentioned 1993, which was the return of the
Falcons and the start of the V8 era. As good as the
Sierra Cosworths were, it must have been great to
be back in a V8 Falcon?

It really was. And that was a result of the team owners
getting together as a group and starting TEGA (which
still exists as a legal entity to hold the teams’ sharehold-
ing in Supercars). That grew to the point where, along
with trying to work with CAMS, we could control our
own destiny. And that was a real fight, I can tell you.

It was almost wholly funded by Fred Gibson and
myself,and the one person that changed TEGA dramati-
cally when he came to work for me was Wayne Cattach.
He virtually masterminded the whole operation of con-
verting TEGA into what we see today. It was the founda-
tion of what became Supercars.

We were just a bunch of owner/drivers that really
wanted to see our future secured. Motorsport was chang-
ing from being a part-time thing into a full-time occu-
pation and that was pretty significant for me because
after about 1985 or 1986, I didn’t have another means
of support. When he came in and saw how this thing was
being run by a bunch of team owners he said, ‘Look, we
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really have to dismantle this to rebuild it.” He brought
in the idea of franchises for each of the teams and put
some structure around it.

Wayne did a magnificent job in laying down the rules
and then, after I finished driving full-time at the end
of 1999, he joined V8 Supercars as its chief executive
officer. But let’s go back a step. In "96 Tony Cochrane
and James Erskine came along and pitched the team

taking over the i touring-car racing
and we knew we needed something like that to take us
to the next level.

Anyway, in the early'90s, Group Awas dying. Our TV
ratings were going down, our attendances were going
down, so we sat down as this group as asked, ‘What are
we going to do to turn this around?’ And the answer
was what had already worked, which was the Ford and
Holden V8s. So that’s how that was born, and then
Cochrane came along and they took i to the next level
again. It's what we still have today, which is Ford versus
Holden.

We’ dbye to the Falcon, but th i
replzmmznt is the Mustang. Of course, you've
been there once before with the Group A Mustang
in1985/86. It’s abit like Groundhog Day. Very dif-
ferent, though, this time. Just explain why you
had to switch to the Mustang in ’85.
Well, when Group C finished after CAMS decided to goto
this worldwide Group A category, there wasn’t a Falcon
that was suitable to go racing (the V8 road-going model
had been dropped in 1982).

Our priority was to remain as competitive as possible
because at that point we knew the Sierra was coming
in a couple of years. It was too soon to go down the
road of the Merkur XR4 Turbo, which they were already
runningin Burope (as a forerunner to the Sierra RS Cos-
worth), and it was something totally different to what
T was used to. It had computerised electronic engine
management, whereas I was just a carburettor and dis-
tributor guy - the old Model T Ford stuff. I needed a bit
of time to find the right people and get my head around
what was coming.

So the Ford that fitted the bill was the Mustang, which
Zakspeed had been runningin Europe with engines built
by Jack Roush. Ross Palmer (of Palmer Tube Mills, DJR’s
main sponsor) and I went over to Germany to Zakspeed
and asked them if they wanted to sell the two cars they
had, which they did.

One of them had never been raced and the other one
had been raced a couple of times. So we bought the two
cars and brought them back to race here.

To be fair, it was a struggle with them, wasn’t it?
It was. It was difficult, but we could’ve done a much
better job if we had've been able to get into the fac-
tory to give us what was there and available, and get it
homologated.

Unfortunately, Ford was never involved because the
Americans weren’t interested in Group A. It meant noth-
ing to them and was, really, unique to Australia that the
Mustang was going to race in Group A.
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They didn't see any benefit in it. We made the most
of what we had and it filled the gap we needed to fill
until the Sierra.

So the new Mustang next year. How much are you
looking forward to that?

‘Well, the Falcon is past it's use-by date. Not only has it
been out of production for a couple of years, but techni-
cally and physically the FG X Falcon racer is at the end
of its life.

The ZB Commodore was a huge step forward and the
Mustang will enable us to catch up. You're only talking
about very small gains, but in such a tightly controlled
category little things make a big difference. It’s crucial
to have everything spot-on.

1¢ll be popular with the fans because the Mustang is
sold here in right-hand-drive and it's now Ford's sig-
nature model in Australia. It's what those people out
there want to see. And it’s great to have Ford Australia
involved in racing again.

Ithink they're really excited aboutit, too. I don’t think
they expected the reaction they got from the public when
they announced they were coming back to Supercars
with the Mustang. 3¢

2 The Group A version
of the Mustang (top) and
the Supercar Mustang that
debuts in 2018,
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COMMODCRE TO
CAMAROD

fyou've got your heart set on seeing in a

new decade of Supercars racing in 2020

with the Chevrolet Camaro part of the
action, be prepared to be disappointed.

For all the positive talk, the Bathurst pro-
motion and the obvious support of racing
fans on social media, there are a series of
significant hurdles to be overcome before
serious work on a Supercars Camaro gets

underway, let alone an actual racer fires
up in anger.
Those hurdles stretch from the techni-
cal and the political to the financial and even, perhaps,
the malicious. And they are substantial.

So why are we even talking about Camaro in the first
place? You can trace that back to Holden'$'decision to
end local manufacturing and kill off the lotally built
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Holden Commodore V8 that formed the basis of its
touring-car attack for nearly 40 years.

Subsequently, but intrinsically related, was Holden’s
decision to remove factory Holden Racing Team status
from Walkinshaw Racing and hand it over to Triple Eight
Race Engineering in 2017.

Along with that gig, Triple Eight was handed the sole
right to develop the new-generation imported Commo-
dore ZB (nee Opel Insignia) for Supercars racing, It lso
controls the sale of partsfor the new car.

What that means is Walkinshaw Racing - in 2017
transformed into Walkinshaw Andretti United (WAU)
with the buy-in from Michael Andretti and Zak Brown —
has gone from a factory outfit to just another customer,
paying to race a car over which it has had no fundamen-
tal development control.

Andjust asbadif not worse, WAU is no longer directly

“promoting caf$ being modified by Holden Special Vehi-
Zcles (HSV) Y“the Holden-sanctioned company started




by the late Tom Walkinshaw that has prospered for 30

years on the back of the locally built Commodore V8.
The ties between HRT and HSV were weld-tight, a

racing team and sports-sedan tuner working out of the

Ford back to Supercars with the Mustang in 2019. Tt will
be the first two-door coupe to enter the championship,
replacing the dated Falcon FG X sedan that went out of
production in 2016. It will also act as a cornerstone of

cross-|

same premises c
building on each other’s success.

But with the closure of Holden's Elizabeth plant, HSV
embarked on a new strategy, rejecting the imported
Commodore as a target for its tuning abilities, instead
modifying and uprating the Holden Colorado one-tonne
utility and converting to right-hand-drive General
Motors products sourced out of the USA that Holden
couldn’t convince its parent to supply RHD ex-factory.

The first of them was the Silverado full-size truck and
the second, launched in October, was a batch of 550
2018 V8 2SS specification Chevrolet Camaros. This was
the car HSV fans had been baying for ever since Holden
had announced plans to kill off the local V8 Commodore
and therefore extinguish HSV models such as the Club-
Sport, Senator and legendary GTS.

As soon as the rumours of HSV's plans for Camaro
began to solidify, the connection with the development
of a racing version was made.

After all, the current Gen2 technical regulations are
designed toallowbody styles other than four-door sedans
into Supercars. This change was driven by the need to
make the championship more attractive to more brands
aslocal manufacturing by long-term combatants Holden
and Ford, as well as Toyota, wound down.

The new rules allow Holden to race a five-door (the
new Commodore is a hatchback) and have also lured

ing and

for the Ford P ib-brand locally.

The arrival of the Mustang has created a tidal wave of
interest and bolstered the Ford faithful. The prospect
of a Mustang versus Camaro ‘pony car’ shootout has
elevated that hype to another level.

Some of us remember there was a time in the 1960s
and early 1970s when [an Geoghegan and Allan Moffat
starred in Mustangs while Bob Jane and Norm Beechey
raced Camaros (the latter only briefly). More recently
there’s been Kevin Bartlett’s Group C Camaro and Dick
Johnson's Group A Mustang,

MARKETING APPEAL

Clearly, the ruling clique at Walkinshaw Parkin the Mel-
bourne suburb of Clayton has taken notice of all this
attention. The promotional opportunities a Camaro
Supercar can provide for HSV are obvious. It also unteth-
ers WAU from Triple Eight's yoke.

The decision to show off one of its first locally con-
verted right-hand-drive Camaros in WAU colours at
Bathurst wasn’t only sticky paper to draw fans to mer-
chandise displays, it was an attempt to both gauge and
stir interest in a Camaro Supercar.

“We'd view it [Camaro] from an HSV perspective as a
‘marketing tool for the product that we make,” was how
HSV managing director Tim Jackson put it earlier this year.

“You can see the reaction from the public, ‘Oh yeah

\EOVE The race-liveried

Camaro road car at the 2018
Supercheap Auto Bathurst
1000.
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be Mustang versus Camaro shootout-type

| costs X [to develop] you need to be
comfortable there s enough of a marketing return and
we might say, ‘Yes thereis.

“If there is enough profile to generate enough excite-
ment around the product and alittle bit of that rivalry,
we might say that is a worthwhile marketing invest-
ment, as opposed to purely, ‘We have spent this, we
need to get this back from whatever parts we happen
to sell on the car.”

That dollar reference is important. Developing a
racing version of the Camaro is a multi-; rrulhon dollar
project. The Walkinst phasth ingand
design resources to attempt 1t but finances are a chal-
lenge. Even if some of the costs is written off as market-
ing expenditure, at least some of the cost would have to
be ameliorated by selling it to other teams.

“I'd imagine if you were the only team running it
wouldn’t make financial viability, you would need other
teams willing to run it,” says Jackson.

Finding other Supercars teams interested in Camaro
would probably rank as the least challenging of the
issues. Repeatedly the championship produces bedfel-
lows from bitter enemies bonded together by necessity.

Jackson is officially the managing director of HSV,
which is an independent structure within the Walkin-
shaw empire. But his reach stretches into all parts of
the organisation.

Despite his background as a world-class sprinter who
represented Australia at the 1996 Olympic Games in
Atlanta, he is cautious in his public statements and in
charting the company’s course.

He is the yin to company chairman Ryan Walkin-
shaw’s impetuous yang. The latter is passionate about
the racing business, hyper-competitive and aggressive.
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He talks up the Camaro program’s prospects while Jack-
son constantly takes a less bullish line.

HEAD SPACE

One message they do coalesce oniis the belief the control

Gen?2 chassis is going to have to be modified so a reason-
bl facaimile of Tadrani 1ded

“In order to make it fit the [Gen2] roll cage it looks
more like an Aussie Racing Car,” Jackson said. ‘T am
certainly not interested in it if it looks like that.

“It’s skinny and tall... it would look a bit weird.”

The offending item is the kink in the roll hoop above
the driver's head. It was specifically introduced to accom-
modate taller drivers. Call it the Garth Tander rule if you
like. In fact, Tander was one of the test pilots for the
modification back in 2012 when he was a HRT driver.

The practical problem with straightening the kink is
that the helmets of taller drives will make contact with
the roll-bar tubing when the car hits bumps and kerbs.
Dropping the seat deeper in the cockpit to compensate
isn't really viable, both for engineering and driver vis-
ibility reasons.

But the Walki plain. Th
work done by HSV's engineers - not WAU staff, Jackson
reveals - says the problem cannot be overcome without
a chassis modification, which requires a rule change.

“In order to be comfortable to put it together in a way
that reflects what Camaro is about we would need a rule
change to address the roll cage,” confirms Jackson.

At this point rock meets hard place. A rule change
would have to be ratified by the Supercars Commission,
whichincludes pitlane heavy hitters such as Brad Jones
(also a board member), Todd Kelly (Kelly Racing), Tim
Edwards (Tickford Racing) and Ryan Story, the boss of
DJR Team Penske (DJRTP), the team which is doing
much of the Mustang development.




And th hy

racers, the Bob Jane
Chevrolet Camaro 211 (top)
and Kevin Bartlett’s Camaro
228,

no interest in giving the Camaro
technical relief.

For a start, they've all had to shape and mould the
cars they race onto the standard chassis without a con-
cession, including the Mustang that comes next year.

“When we started work on the Mustang we also
wanted the roll hoop lowered and when that was rejected
wejust worked our arse off and figured out how towork
around it,” Edwards says.

Afundamental concern for teams running rival cars is
that lowering the height of the Camaro’s roll cage would
deliver it a centre of gravity advantage.

“Whether it's a perceived or real advantage everyone
will then be forced to build new cars to lower the cage
to lower the centre-of-gravity,” says Edwards, speaking
in his Tickford rather than commission role.

“We shouldn’t be forcing 26 cars to reshell to run lower
cages.”

Edwards’ point alludes to a concern that some teams
have; that HSV and WAU have yet to truly apply engi-
neeringrigour to the challenge of making the Camaro fit.

“There’s no doubt in my mind we could see a Camaro
racingas well [without a rule change],” declares Story. In
fact, it's understood DJRTP has even offered HSV data
from the Mustang project to help that process.

Clearly, there is a fear that more model-specific modi-
fications simply lead further down the rabbit hole. Those
around in the days of Group C will remember the mess
constant rule evolutions got the category into.

There is a current precedent here of course: the

concession handed to the ZB Commodore to run more
carbon-fibre panels than its predecessor was allowed.
That forced Ford teams and Kelly Racing into a rushed
and expensive retro-fit.

; eamer certainly downbeat

about the Camaro’s prospects.

“No, there’s not going to be any concessions made,” he
said when quizzed about the Camaro’s technical issue.

“We have the Mustang and we've worked through that
with Ford. We will continue to look at ways to support
Walkinshaw bringing the Camaro in should they wish
to, but those conversations haven’t happened at Com-
mission level yet.”

And what happens if the Supercars Commission does
have that conversation?

“think it's very unlikely that the commission would
agree to make a concession for one vehicle when the
concession hasn’t been made for the one that’s entering
[Mustang],” said Seamer.

Jackson clearly isn’t convinced that obstacle is insur-
mountable. While there have already been informal dis-
cussions with Supercars, th ionis p
can be applied. After all, the championship will be just
Commodore versus Mustang from 2020 because the
Nissan Altima drops out at the end of 2019.

“At some point we will probably ask the question of
Supercars how interested they are in having a Camaro
in the Supercar field,” says Jackson.

HOLDEN ON
You thinkall that’s complicated? Now consider Holden’s
stance and HSV's relationship with it.

Sure, Holden isn’t the big-bucks investor in Supercars
it once was, but it’s still in there spending and there are
signs under the new regime of former Toyota Australia
boss Dave Buttner and his marketing chief Kristian Aqui-
lina that its sometimes-shaky commitment is firming.

Having two GM products on the Supercars grid racing
each other isn't necessarily something Holden and its
US parent would endorse. In his most recent comments
Aquilina did seem to be leaning away from Camaro.

“I don’t mean to be a killjoy but it (Camaro) is a little
bit of a distraction from what we are here and in the
market to do,” he said.

“Fact of the matter is, resources aren't aplenty like
they used to be. We have to narrow our focus on what
we concentrate on and we've decided what we're con-
centrating on... is Commodore, making ZB an absolute
success.

“I can understand why fans are excited (about the
Camaro), but it’s our job to get as many people as pos-
sible excited about the Holdens that we're selling rather
than Chevys.”

If that attitude solidifies into policy then there’s no
doubt the Camaro Supercars plan would be dropped like
a hot rock. That's because HSV's commercial deal with
GM and Holden is far more important to it than a race
program it now co-owns.

The supply of Silverado, Colorado and Camaro (and
other models in the future) must be guaranteed above
all else.




“I think that is something that needs some fairly rea-
sonable discussion,” concedes Jackson.

“As Holden and HSV we have spent alot of time work-
ing together, so it might seem a bit weird actually going.
and competing against each other on the track.

“The spectator may not worry about it too much but
the industry may find it interesting.”

Intriguingly, Triple Eight boss Roland Dane says
there’s no way GM and Holden will sign up for the
Camaro program: “I know it won't happen,” he insists.

Dane obviously has skin in this game as Holden's
current factory representative and he is no friend of
Walkinshaw. So he's unlikely to talk the project up, but
he is well-connected and understands the intersection
between industry and racing better than most.

“The reality is it's a Chevrolet product, so you'd have
to get permission from Chevrolet but they don’t sell it
themselves here, it's sold by HSV,” says Dane.

“So where's the motivation in anyone allowing it to
happen? I don’t understand it. If the product was here
asafull-blown GM product on sale in Australia etcetera,
through GM then I can understand it might make sense.

“But at the moment it’s one batch of 550 cars which
are the old model, so it doesn’t stack up at the moment.
I'm not saying it won’t at some point in the future, but
right now it doesn’t stack up.”

GEN3?

All that leaves the Camaro where? Even now there is
quiet pessimism at Clayton that the Camaro w&
racingin 2020.

That could be the technical break point that presents
the best opportunity for HSV to get the Camaro into
racing.

By then Commodore may also no longer be Holden’s
racingweapon of choice, remembering sales are slipping
and supply from Opel (now owned by the French PSA
group and not GM) may be drying up.

All that boosts a potential HSV/WAU program. But
what if GM bites the bullet and commits to a right-hand-
drive program for the Camaro ex-factory to be sold here
by Holden rather than HSV?

Could Camaro then become the official Holden
Supercar entry even if it is badged with a Chevrolet
bowtie? Who then would get the job of developing and
racing it for the factory?

There are all sorts of permutations, twists and turns
to consider there. And then there’s one more challenge
for the Clayton crew if it does somehow get the Camaro
on-track: winning. Ultimately, that’s the point of all this.

“We can talk about rules and regulations and wanting
to race, but there needs to be an extraordinarily strong

behind all that,” admits Jackson.

“Iam sure GM wouldn't be happy if we go racing and
spend our time coming Second, third, fourth or fifth oF
somethingworse.” 3¢



We look forward to welcoming
you in November 2019!



BATHURST CHAMPS
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Craig Lowndes bowed out as a full-time driver in Supercars
with a seventh Bathurst win and the PIRTEK Enduro Cup

title, a fitting reward in the final outing for the Lowndes/Steven
Richards pairing. We caught up with them to reflect on their run.
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twas the dream result, a fairytale:
two mates driving together ina
Supercar at Bathurst for the fifth
and last time.

Craig Lowndes, alegend of the
sport and its most popular driver having
his last Bathurst outing as a lead driver,
aiming for title number seven. Steven
Richards, the perfect co-driver, smart and
accomplished, with four wins to his name.

But even heading to Bathurst in the
highly fancied Triple Eight Race Engineer-
ing squad, the pair was not ranked that
highly. Certainly not higher than the Red
Bull Holden Racing Team entries that had
dominated at Sandown.

Yet they did it. They won the race and
then the PIRTEK Enduro Cup. We sat down
with the duo to reflect on their Bathurst
success.

Hol

SX: On Friday it was probably not a
result you were expecting, was it?
Richards: From my perspective, when we
turned up, it seemed we had a good car, but
then the power-steering issue just kept rear-
ing its ugly head. Then were into Saturday
and we really hadn't resolved the issue.

At the start of the weekend I'm thinking,
“Yeah, we'lljust get this all turned around.
We'll get out there for the next session and
we'll be underway.” Then it became a bigger
issue. The boys hadn't been able to get on
top of it. So probably Saturday afternoon
was a bit uneasy from my perspective, but
we had all the right people in the right
places trying to get it sorted.

SX: When we talk about the power-
steering issue, what was happening?

Lowndes: When I first went out the steer-
ing was heavy straight out of the gate and.
Iwasn't really too concerned with it; then
it started to get worse. It actually got toa
point where it was locking up, and that’s.
never a good feeling going across the top
of the mountain. It was more so down into
the grate, under brakes, and that is an area
you don’t want a steering failure.
We changed the rack for that first

practice session and we ended up sacrific-

ing track time to try and fix it. But it
continued to snowball. We did everything
you would normally do at that point to
an issue like that.
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‘The two Red Bull cars were running at
1600psi and our car was running around
1200psi. It couldn’t generate the force or
the pressure in the system that we needed.

Richards: We just couldn’t work out why it
was doing it, so that was the weirdest thing.
We had so many instruments and tools to
look at but the guys just couldn’t find this
anomaly. They had no idea.

SX: Bizarre than that you showed up
Sunday and it had disappeared.

Richards: They basically changed the
whole of the steering system. They made
up new power-steering lines on both the
high pressure and the low-pressure side of
the system. They even did a little bit of a
redesign to try and counter something that
might have been impacting. The reality is,
in the end, whatever they did, the car was
sorted out by Sunday morning.

SX: How much of a relief was it to go
into the warm-up on Sunday and find
that it was working properly?

Lowndes: We had a big window between
Saturday-morning practice to Shootout,
and that was when they completely
changed the system from top to bottom.

The Shootout was more of an observa-
tion lap of making sure that it was actually
going to work. We didn’t quite maximise it,
which is why I think we went from sixth to
ninth, but at the end of the day the worst
we were getting was 10th. It felt okay, but
we still weren’t 100 per cent confident
because that was one lap and the pressure
was dropping over a distance.

It wasn’t until we did multiple laps in the
Sunday morning warm-up that we really
were confident that we had got on top of
it. So we probably fixed it midway through
Saturday, but we just weren’t sure until
that Sunday morning warm-up.

SX: It was a funny race because there
weren’t alot of incidents. I think when
we spoke to you at about lap 80, Craig,
you said the track was coming to the
car and everything was looking really
good. Does it just happen like that
sometimes? Some days the seas part
and off you go?

Lowndes: We talked about it beforehand
and our experience taught us pretty well.
We wanted the car to feel like it’s the
beginning of the race when the rubber goes
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down. We knew it would help the car and
turn it into one that's well-balanced. Which
it did.

I think experience definitely counts for a
lot at a place like Bathurst. Yeah, we had a
bit of luck... how often do you see a wheel
come off a car? Car #1 was really strong
throughout the week, and Dave Reynolds
was another car that could’ve won; they
were dominant, but then with Dave’s
problems it obviously took them out of the
picture.

We were positioning ourselves through-
out the race nicely. We lost a little bit of
time with Steve’s entry at pitlane, but we
were lucky enough that that was early in
the race so we had time to make that up.

Our stops were good, our brake-pad
changes were okay, but they weren’t the
fastest, though they definitely weren't the
slowest. As the track rubbered up we got
our positioning back. When it started to
rain we were still very quick and were able
to close up onto the leaders. We just kept
clawing back to the front.

SX: It was only 20 seconds lost for
Richo’s pitlane indiscretion, which
isn’t really that bad.
Richards: If you look at it from my per-
spective, I would say no, it's not. But I was
still pissed off that it happened. It was a
situation where I got myself in the position
during that stint where [ was doing a lot of
fuel saving. We were going pretty comfort-
ably at that point.

Thad it in reverse almost before I

stopped. I knew [ wasn’t going in that hot,
so I knew [ wasn’t going to hit the wall.
Anyway, my therapist says I'm getting over
itand I should be all right...

SX: There’s a trophy that helps you get
over it, isn’t there?

Richards: Yeah, it definitely does. It's one
of those situations where I think a lot of
guys see the rain coming and they don’t
drive to the grip of the car. They drive to
the wet on the windscreen.

Lowndes: We learned early in the week-
end where the crossover point was for
the tyres. I feel like we probably could've
pushed a little harder, but you don’t want
to go over the limit and stick it into the

Roland said he was a bit worried at times
that I was, but I felt quite comfortable.
Every now and then Irish (engineer John
McGregor) would get on the radio and
tell me how bad it is across the top of the
mountain. We had a spotter up there, but
by the time the rain had fallen out of the
sky it was almost already evaporated by the
time it hit the ground.

The track had warmth and the tyres had
warmth and you're able to go through it.
Idon't think at any stage that I was even
contemplating going to wets. You just had
to wait it out.

SX: So tell me about your job Richo,
was it driving to a time or a fuel use? Is
that what you’re looking at as you’re
out there?

Richards: No, not really. It just depends
on the situation. That last stint before
handing over I was doing some fuel saving
because the risk to try and pass to get track
position was a lot higher than fuel saving
and getting the track position during the
stop.

Thad a situation where I think we had
some fuel in hand over two cars in front
and I had been trying to keep cruising
along in the 2:10s. Then the guy peeled off
in front of me and I instantly got in the low
sevens and drove away.

You just evaluate the situation you're in
at the time, and at any time you can add
value to get a gain in track position for the
stop, it's what you do. I'm not sure how
other guys do it, but that's my take on it. At
the end of the day, my job is to make sure
the car comes back to Craig in a position
that he can go and fight for the race win.



SX: Now Craig, when you got in for
the triple stint, the first 40 laps were
pretty special to watch. Was it hard?

Lowndes: [ was driving the car as hard
and fast as I could. We were able to stay
with Dave Reynolds, then we dropped off a
little bit. I was not completely worried, but
Tknew Dave had a good car and I knew it
was going be a bit of a battle.

Then, as Richo was saying, you try and
save a bit of fuel without losing too much
track time to them, we knew we would
need less fuel on that last stop and that if
we were close enough we could pass him in
the pits.

‘We had an issue with the rear roll bar; it
got stuck, so I had to do all the adjustments
through the front one, but the car was
switched on and we could do low sixes and
eventually close the gap up to Dave. I think
at that point he was starting to hurt.

We were pushing hard to try and stretch
the lead once we had it. I think we ended
up with a 2.8 or a three-second gap when
we did our final stop and he pitted a lap
later.

Of course, you don’t know where they're
going to pop out and as I exited turn one
he was still coming out of pitlane. We had
hot tyres, we knew we had good track
position and from that point on it was just
trying to manage the gap.

Then when I got told that he had the
drive-through penalty it was, ‘Okay, who's
next?’ It was obviously Scott Pye and we
had an eight-second gap on him. So, again,
just trying to manage the gap but also
manage yourself. When you've got a good,
healthy gap like that you don’t want to be
too complacent. I asked Irish, ‘Tell me what
lap times he's doing, we'll try and match
them.” Which we did.

Basically, that last lap was an eight-
second gap. I've never been in that position
before, where you command the last lap of
the race in the lead with such a gap. I could
enjoyit.

SX: Were you aware that Dave was in
physical trouble?

Lowndes: I didn’t know he was in physical
trouble, all I was told was car #9 had prob-
lems. I took that as mechanical problems,
not physical or driver issues.

SX: So when did you find out it was
physical?

Richards: We were obviously scanning a
few teams and we were scanning Erebus

Richards
and Lawndes
celebrate
another
Bathurst win.

and literally the first time we heard of it was
on the lap that Craig passed him. We had
no idea that anything was going on. Dave
was keeping it pretty quiet, even to the
team. We hadn't heard anything from Dave
about his condition and it was only then
that Erebus said something on the radio to
indicate that he was having trouble.

SX: You've had time reflect on the win.
Has your view of it changed in terms of
what it means? Everybody likes to rank

australia

them, where does it rank for you now?

Lowndes: For me, I can put it as one of

the best ones I've done. The emotions of
knowing this is the last one that Steve and
Iwould drive together, the last oneasa
full-time driver. 'm probably never going
qualify a Supercar there again because that's
the lead driver’s role. So for me it was a very
emotional weekend. Not too dissimilar to
2006 in that sense. For me, it was one vic-
tory that Tl put up there very highly.
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Richards:  guess from my perspective,
since Craig announced his retirement, it
doesn’t really change anything that I do

in terms of preparation or the way to go
about things, but what it does change is it
makes you recognise the significance of the
occasion.

It’s a special one because of those
reasons. I guess also because the last one
you win is close to the one you’re never
going to win again. It is pretty special what
it means in ter: f Australian sport, not
just motorsport. It's an incredible thing
and I still look at photos of us on the
podium and still can’t believe it.

SX: Everyone was expecting some
sort of Triple Eight domination,
but you were always rated as the
third out of the three. Is there a
little bit of satisfaction at ending
up number one?

Lowndes: There’s no doubt that we had
good confidence. It's just a matter of going
out there and getting a car that works for
us. If we can do that, then we know we're
competent enough to drive hard and fast
all day. And that is what we did. €

64 F XTRA

=

Richards
Cup with a podium finish on the Gold Coast.

Lowndes secured the PIRTEK Enduro jgg
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MISS SUPERCARS 2018

ollowing a high-octane week of appear-

ances, judgings, education, media work-

shops, life-coaching activities and on and

off track action, Gabriella Bottarelli won

the prestigious title of 2018 Miss Supercars

Ambassador program driven by Unibet at the Vodafone
Gold Coast 600.

QT Gold Coast Resort hosted the final, including a

specially designed catwalk over the pool, under the stars.

The girls were judged in photographic, interview,

IMAGES Ric 'lcldM—ﬂ'\dHf]LP otography, Ben A

eveningwear and swimwear to ensure the perfect ambas-
sador for the brand and motorsport.

The 2018 Miss Supercars Ambassador Program cre-
ates pathways for the future of women in motorsport,
keeping within the sports brand values, reflecting
modern day societal norms and successfully changing
the perception of pageants or grid girl mentality; a new
educational movement, empowering women whilst
remaining an integral part of Supercars' Vodafone Gold
Coast 600.







MISS SUPERCARS 2018
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MISS SUPERCARS 2018

“This year's program has been a huge success with a
mature depth of contestants and ambassadors repre-
senting the Supercars and sponsors corporate image,”
says Selina Macdonald of Procon Leisure.

“Delivering an educational program and charity ele-
ments, the program is reaching new heights and chang-
ing the perception of the once lycra-clad Indy girl image.

“Gabriella is an extremely deserving winner, well
spoken, intelligent and driven. She is the perfect
ambassador to represent sponsors and the Miss
Supercars driven by Unibet brand with integrity and
professionalism.”

‘This year's competition raised over $25,000 for Variety
Queensland - the Children’s Charity. 2€

2018 MISS SUPERCARS
AMBASSADOR PLACINGS

WINNER Gabriella Botterell, Melbourne, VIC
Ist Runner Up Rice Litzow, Bundaberg, QLD
2nd Runner Up Ashley z0d, Brisbane, QLD
3rd Runner Up Saeran Tanton, Townsuille, QLD
Miss Charity Kayla Downey, Parkes, NSW
Miss Personality Elyce Vandersluys, Seaford, VIC
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MIKE HARBAR PRINTS

All these prints and more are available
from V8X.com.au or call 03 9372 9125
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10 CRAIG BAIRD

Baird made his name in Super
Touring in New Zealand, Aus-
tralia, South Africa and Britain,
though he also showed pace in

a V8 with a race win for Stone
Brothers Racing in 2000 and five
top 10sin the Bathurst 1000,

9 JASON RICHARDS A

Richards shone at Mount Pano-
rama, scoring three runner-up
finishes over a five-year period.
His career and life were tragically
cut short by cancer.

8 FABIAN COULTHARD

Coulthard has been a regular
in the top half of the field since
moving to Brad Jones Racing
in 2012. A further step up to
DJR Team Penske netted more
podiums and wins, though he’s
faced stiff inter-team competi-
tion from compatriot Scott
McLaughlin.

7 PAUL RADISICH

The two-times Touring Car
World Cup and Super Touring
star made a speedy transition
to Supercars, emerging as one
of fastest drivers in the Ford
AU Falcon with Dick Johnson
Racing. He scored three race
wins before his career was cru-
elled by leg injuries sustained
in huge crashes at Mount
Panorama.
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NEXTISSUE ON SALE

NEW ZEALANDERS IN
AUSTRALIAN TOURING CARS

6 ROBBIE FRANCEVIC

Francevic became the second
New Zealander to win the Aus-
tralian Touring Car Champion-
ship, driving a Volvo 240T in
1986. But a falling out with the
team left him sidelined for the
following season, curtailing the
chance to add to his tally.

S SCOTT MCLAUGHLIN

The former Dunlop Super2
Series champion made an
immediate impression in the
main game, scoring a race win
in his rookie season and star-
ring in the Volvo S60 for Garry
Rogers Motorsport. McLaugh-
lin has become Ford's lead
driver over the last two seasons
following a move to DJR Team
Penske in 2017.

4 SHANE VAN GISBERGEN

Van Gisbergen showed his
natural talent as a teenager at
Team Kiwi Racing and soon
become a regular challenger at
Stone Brothers Racing. After
reversing on a decision to

walk away from the sport, van
Gisbergen re-emerged at Tekno
Autosports for a race-winning
spell that led to a promotion to
Triple Eight Race Engineering,
where he has beaten record-
breaking teammate Jamie
Whincup in two of the last
three seasons.

3 STEVEN RICHARDS
Richards followed in the foot-
steps of father Jim Richards by
becoming a master at Mount
Panorama, notching up a fifth
Bathurst 1000 win in 2018.
The second-generation racer
has thrived as an endurance
co-driver following a full-time
career that included nine
top-10 finishes.

2 GREG MURPHY

Murphy stormed onto the
Australian touring-car scene
alongside Craig Lowndes in the
‘mid-nineties, winning Bathurst
with the Australian in 1996.
Though championship success

eluded Murphy, he became a
hero on home soil by dominat-
ing at Pukekohe Park Raceway
and went on to win a total of

four Bathurst 1000s.

1JIMRICHARDS ¥

Richards was the first New
Zealand to win an Australian
Touring Car Championship
and Bathurst 1000. His tally

of seven Bathurst 1000 wins,
three in a row with Peter Brock,
and the only wins for Nissan
and Volvo at Mount Panorama,
plus four championship wins
for BMW and Nissan, made
him the pioneer for New Zea-
landers in Australia. 2€
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The Ford Mustang ignites an inner “Wild Pony,” a passion that bridges
generations, and drives one’s take on life. The Wild Pony Products
range has the perfect gift for Mustang enthusiasts this Christmas.

As Australia’s official genuine Mustang product retailer, Wild Pony Products

is proud to offer you a range of genuine Mustang products previously available
only in America. Plus our own exclusive range of Ford Official Licensed Mustang
Product. Check out our range of premium quality jackets, hoodies, T-shirts, @
shirts, caps and more at great value prices.

Official
Ignite the inner Wild Pony for someone you love this Christmas at Licensed

www.wildponyproducts.com Products
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