

























































































































































































Lotus Elite
1961, Great Britain

Colin Chapman’s Lotus Engineering com-
pany grew from a part-time hobby building
trials specials in the late forties and early
fifties into a company which dominated the
competition world, thanks to Chapman’s
advanced thinking on chassis and suspension
design. His aerodynamic-bodied, ultra-light-
weight sports-racing cars set new standards
during the fifties, and in the middle of the
decade Chapman began to plan production
of a road-going flagship model to capitalize
upon his prestige and competition success.

This model, the Lotus Type 14 Elite, made
its debut in 1957 and was not only startlingly
attractive but also of absorbing technical
interest. It *was the first Lotus intended
primarily for road use, and yet naturally it
retained immense competition potential. It
was based upon a fully stressed monocoque
body/chassis unit which was unique in being
constructed entirely of glass-fibre mouldings:
the sophisticated all- -independent suspension
was bolted onto strong-points moulded into the
structure. For structural reasons the car was
only offered as a fixed-head coupé. Power was
provided by a 1216cc Coventry Climax
single-overhead-camshaft engine delivering
about 75bhp and this endowed the good-
looking and very lightweight projectile with
a standard top speed of some rr2mph. Disc
brakes were fitted all round.

Unfortunately the Elite proved a pretty
deceiver, certainly of its manufacturer, for
production costs were far higher than antici-
pated and mimimal profit was shown on cach
one built; very soon Lotus was selling the

cars at a loss. The unique plastic body
structure proved vulnerable to fatigue cracks
and many customers became disgruntled, but
on the racing circuits of the world the Lotus
Elite proved itsell a formidable contender in
the 1300cc class, winning its class at Niir-
burgring in 1950, and at Le Mans every year
from 1959 to 1964.

Today the better-maintained surviving Lot-
us Elites are much-prized collectors’ cars and
thev are still raced with tremendous success
at amateur level in Britain. Europe, Australia,
the Far East and America.

{OTU>

All Lotus cars bear the unmistakeable stamp of the
Jirm’s founder, Anthony Colin Bruce Chapman, and the
Lotus badge carries his initials.
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Perhaps the Triumph TR range of inexpensive
sports cars, economical to run, yet with
undoubted high performance, reached its
peak with the introduction of the muscular
TR4 model in September 1g62. By that time
over 80,000 TR3 and TR3As had been
produced and the new model, with its
square-cut, chunky Italian styling by Michel-
otti, proved a worthy replacement.

It used the trusty Triumph four-cylinder
engine in 2138cc form, developing 105bhp
gross at 4600rpm, which was transmitted via a
very pleasant-to-operate, four-speed-and-rev-
erse, all-synchromesh gearbox. The independ-
ent front suspension with coil springs was
retained from the model’s immediate pre-
decessor, the TR3A, along with the live rear
axle on half-elliptic leaf-springs. The TR4 was
based upon a slightly wider chassis frame than
that used in the TR3 family, and proved very
attractive upon its introduction, reasonably
priced at £10g5 in open form and £1146 as a
closed two-seat coupé. A detachable “Surrey

top’ proved an unusual innovation, the roof

panel alone detaching to leave a fixed rear

Austin-Healey 3000
1963, Great Britain

When the 2.6-litre Austin-Healey 100-6 was
announced in 1956, it ‘was obvious that its
sales potential could be greatly enhanced
by the competition possibilities of the six-
cylinder engine. However, the bodyshell used
by the 100 -6 was more a 2 + 2 than a tradition-
al two-seat roadster, offering shell space
behind the front seats for two small children
or a ‘transverse normal adult’. This made the
car some 450lb heavier than the basic four-
cvlinder Austin-Healev 100, but weight was
trimmed with great success by the British
Motor Corporation competitions department
at Abingdon, who took the 100—6 and modified

it not for racing, but for the arduous sport of

rallying.
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Triumph TR4
1962, Great Britain

screen stll in place. Wind-up side windows
completed the cockpit protection.

The new model had a o—50mph acceleration
time of just over seven seconds, which was
quitc brisk in those days; it could cover the
standing-start quarter mile in 17.5 seconds,
and had a top speed of about 110mph.

In January 1965 the TR4A was announced,
this being the first all-independently-sus-
pended sports car in the TR range. It used
the Triumph 2000 saloon-car independent
rear suspension with trailing-arm and coil
springs; with 1o4bhp it was slightly heavier
than the TRy4 which it replaced, 40,300 TR4s
having been produced. The TR4A was never
quite a match for the TRy either in a straight
line or around corners, but it rode more
comfortably and was more refined. Some
28,500 TR4As were built before the model’s
disappearance in August 1968, the fuel-
mnjection TR5 and restyled TR6 continuing
the tradition umi] the advent of the modern
TR7 coupé in the seventies.

I'hus the ‘Big Healey’ came into existence
in raily trim, finished in the factory colours of
red and white, and festooned with long-range
driving lamps and spotlights. The raucous
six-cylinder cars came into their own after
1959 when the engine was taken out to
2gi2cc to produce the Austin-Healey 3000.
By 1965 this power umt was delivering a
reliable 160bhp, while the body and chassis
proved robust enough to withstand the worst
buffets and batterings of the roughest inter-
national rally conditions. Essentially the rally
Healeys were excellent high-speed open- road
competition cars, but when driven in the
early sixties (notablv by dirt-road-bred Fin-
nish aces like Timo Makinen) they also made
their mark on loose-surface [orest stages in
such gruelling events as the British RAC Rally.

In 1961 and 1962, crewed notably by
Stirling’s sister Pat Moss with Ann Wisdom,



and by the Morley twins Donald and Earle,
the big Healeys won the testing Liége-Rome-
Liege, and in 1g64 the Ausmian Alpine
Rally. The production road-going versions
basked in the reflected glory of these achieve-
ments until February 1968, by which time
over 50,000 of the large-engined Austin-
Healeys had been built.

Sadly, management panicked at the intro-
duction of restrictive legislation in the large
American export market, killing off the
Healeys in favour of the misbegotten three-
litre-engined MGC. Datsun in Japan studied
the Healey theme, and updated it in their
very successful 240Z. showing what could have
been done with just a hittle enterprise.

e P =
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MGB
1963, Great Britain

Sydney Enever’s technical team at Abingdon
developed their first unitary-construction
monocoque sports car for release in 1962,
replacing the separate-chassis MGA. This
model, known logically enough as the "MGB',
did not win itsell instant affection from the
MG test-drivers. Whereas the MGA had been
a forgiving and good-handling car right from
prototype the Abingdon company had teeth-
ing troubles with the MGB in making the
chassis structure sufficiently rigid to offer
predictable handling qualities and adequate
controllability. After a fairly fraught develop-
ment period the car was licked into shape,
and the 1795¢cc 95bhp MGB was released to
the public in 1962 offered as a two-seat

roadster—and in October 1965 a fixed-roof

MGB GT coupé joined the range.

The MGB was a handsome-looking car
with an appeal quite different from that of the
flowingly stvled, almost glamorous little MGA.
It remained in production with few apparent
changes other than those dictated by new
safety regulations in its major markets until
1980, when MG in its existing form was
killed off by its parent. the British Leyland
group. By this tme the MGB was old-
fashioned and obsolescent, even though mar-
ket demand was still very high.

Certainly the MGB once properly developed
formed a solid, road-going sports car with
good handling, and many competition vari-
ants appeared which did quite well up to the
late-sixties in minor long-distance sports-car
races and the occasional rally.

The car sold very well in the USA until in
cut-price deference to new safety regulations
vast impact-absorbing bumpers had to be
added to the existing bodyshells and, more
serious, they had to be located at a regulation
minimum height. To achieve this level, the
export MGB version was jacked up on its
suspension into the air: in this form, further
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hindered by smog-limiting emission-control
devices which strangled the engine’s already
rather modest power output, the poor MGB
not only did not like going round corners, but
also had barely sufficient power to step smartly
along the straights.

Shelby-American Cobra
1964, United States/Great Britain

Large-engined sports cars have always had a
special appeal for American enthusiast drivers,
and in the early sixties Carroll Shelby
formerly with the Aston Martin works team
and winner at Le Mans in 1959) decided that
he was going to build just such a car. He
looked around Europe for a suitable vehicle
for a cheap-to-buy, easy-to-maintain yet very
powerful, proprietary American V8 engine,
and he chose the AC Ace chassis and body
being built at Thames Ditton.

In 1962 the first Shelby American prototype
cars were constructed. mating a 4.2-litre
Ford V8 from Detoit with the British twin-
tube chassis and pert Ferrari Barchetta-
derived bodyshell. Initial experience of these
Anglo-American hybrids showed-up—predict-
ably - handling and strength problems which
were rapidly remedied. although the cars
alwavs remained demanding machines to
drive really quickly.

Alfter 75 of these Cobra sports cars had been
built, the 4.2-litre Ford engine was replaced
in 163 by the latest 4.7-litre variant which
offered 1g5bhp. In England the cars were
known as AC Cobras, while in the USA
Shelby American took full credit with no
mention at all of the AC parentage.

By 1965 Shelby was shoe-horning the
latest 6g8gce Ford V8 engine into further-
improved Cobra shells. These were more
bulbous, with extended wheel-arch eyebrows



to enclose ever-wider wheels and tvres, and
with suspensions uprated to accommodate the
seven-litre engine’s greater mass and power
output, which hovered around the 345bhp
mark. Acceleration and braking in a straight
line was shattering, o-100-0-100-0mph being
achieved in less than 30 seconds! ldenufied
by their 28g- and 427 cubic-inch capacities
respectively, the 4.7- and seven-lire Cobras
were literally earth-shaking devices, although
in competition around corners drivers claimed
they had to shut their eyes and hope. Even the
smaller car could punch iwelf from rest o
6omph in 5.5 seconds, and reach 138mph
flat-out. A special Daytona coupé competition
model with enveloping bodywork was con-
structed with a 38o0bhp 4.7-litre engine - this
was capable of 195mph. Construction of all
models ceased in 1968.

Y Shelby American tntended
their Cobra to be “all bear

and succeeded.,

<:'c X - ‘-ﬁ\;-‘-'-%' e ? @ r
Exhausting drive— Dan Gurney's Cobra in the 16y
Targa Florio.
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Morgan
1965, Great Britain

I'he remarkable Morgan Motor Company
has survived into the eighties with an ever-
faithful band of enthusiasts queuing up to
buy its sports cars, which are still constructed
in the traditional manner. Their ash-framed
bodies feature separate flowing wings and
running boards, and offer fairly spartan
accommodation. Morgans even today have a
"thirues” character they arce sull “the real
thing’. and not by any means a replica.

Under the direction of Peter Morgan, son

‘H.F.S." the founder, the Malvern Link
company developed during the fifties, build-
ing first a Plus Four model ftted with the
tuned 7ohp Standard Vanguard engine, and
later. from 1954, a gobhp Triumph TR2
engine which provided genuine 1oomph
performance for the first time,

In 1955 a small Morgan was reintroduced.
fitting into the range below the Plus Four
and using the faithful 1172 cc side-valve Ford
four-cylinder engine which had powered the
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old F4 Morgan three-wheeler. discontinued
in 1g50. This new four-wheel model was
known as the 4/4 Series 2: later the overhead-
valve Ford rojE engine was substituted as
Dagenham dropped the side-valve.
Meanwhile the Plus Four kept pace with
Triumph TR engine development. A stream-
lined coupé model very similar in general
appearance to the Lotus Elite was offered in
1964 to a roar of disapproval from the Morgan

traditionalists, and from 1968 into the cighties
to date Morgan have used the quiet, reliable
and excellent Rover gl-litre V8 engine in their
Plus-Eight model. (‘apahle of a comfortable
125 mph on its large wheels and tyres without
losing any of the age-old Morgan character.
In many ways Morgan is an anachronism
in a modern motoring world - but Thank God

for Independence and the retention of old
standards of workmanship and pride.

'....-Fl' =

Ford Mustang
1966, United States

The Ford Motor Company’s answer to Chev-
rolet’s early success with the Corvette was the
Thunderbird, introduced in 1955. This hand-

some if not exactly sporting machine was

larger and more powerful than the Corvette,
with 4.8 litres, 200 bhp and 115 mph. However.
instead of continuing the two-seat roadster

theme, Ford backed out of the market in 1958.
modified the Thunderbird range to carry four
seats and so killed it as a *sports car’.

At the United States Grand Prix meeting at
Watkins Glen in 1962, Ford's engineers
displayed a two-seat mid-engined roadster
exercise which they called the “Mustang™. In
very different form, the Mustang emerged in
production in 1963 as a compact front-
engined four-seater offered with a massive
range of optional equipment. This allowed the
successful voung man or woman to personalize
the car to choice, making it as sporty or as
civilized as they wished. The Mustang was
available with six- and eight-cylinder engines
in four sizes from 2781 cc to 4728¢c and with
power output ranging from 101 bhpto210bhp.
The Mustang in these various forms was good
for anything from g5mph to a full-blooded
r2omph: and when Carroll Shelby adopted
the model and *breathed upon it’. he produced
the Shelby Mustang GT350 with modified
bodvwork, engine, suspension, brakes, fittings
and trim. The road variant gave 306 bhp and

the competition model 350bhp from the
4.7-litre V8 engine, Ford’s famous “28¢’

cubic-inch unit. In 1967 Shelby introduced
the GT500 with the full seven-litre V8 giving
360 bhp in road tune or goobhp for the race
track. Even the road car could top 135mph
and still a vast range of options was available
to normal owners who would never dream ol
hazarding their production Mustangs in com-
petition.

The Ford Mustang featured strongly in
competition saloon car racing in Britain,
Europe and the USA in the mid-sixties, but in
truth it was essenually a modern ‘sporting’,
rather than ‘sports’, car.

nig past the Reomy
Automobile.
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Ford GT40
1968, Great Britain

Ford of America began to realize in the early
sixties just how much the masculine and
youthful image of motor racing could boost
their car sales. The Mustang development
was aimed at a ‘youth’ market, for the post-
war baby boom had produced a new car
market with a low average age. Ford supplied
this market very successfully, and in order
to gain prestige and a glowing competition
image rapidly they even attempted, in 1962
63, to take over the Ferrann company in
Italy. Mr Ferrari had no heir and was worried
about the future for his creation. Ford could
assure that future, but, Mr Ferrari decided,
only at too great a cost to his own and to
Italy’s prestige.

Thus rebuffed the Ford Motor Company
decided to release funds to take on Ferrari
at his own game. Their prime objective was
the Le Mans 24-Hours race, with Indianapolis
as a secondary target. Coincidentally in
1963 the Briush specialist company of Lola
Cars under Eric Broadley had developed a
mid-engined competition coupé car powered
by a 4.2-litre Ford V8 engine. Ford arranged
to absorb the Lola project to save time on
development of their own GT, which was

Alejandro de Tomaso, an Argentinian, first
came to prominence in the mid-fiftiés as a
racing driver, campaigning OSCAs built by
the Maserati brothers. He married wealthy
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being produced under the aegis of engineer
Roy Lunn. The first Ford GT40 (so named
because it stood only 40 inches high) was
completed in 1964 but suffered immense and
mortifying teething troubles which came close
to making Ford a laughing stock. Certainly
Mr Ferrari could not resist a smile at their
expense.

In 1965 this Anglo-American project neared
fruition, with Ford Advanced Vehicles at
Slough, England, building the cars which
were then raced largely under US manage-
ment and guidance. With 4.7-litre V8 engines,
victory came at Daytona in 1965, but the
cars failed with seven-litre power at Le Mans.
In 1966 seven-litre Mark II cars won Le
Mans, and in 1967 the different, but stll
seven-litre-powered, Mark IV cars were
victorious for Ford. Meanwhile the GT4o0
basic design had been developed around
4.7-5.0 litre V8 engines as Group 4 production
sports cars, and the self-same car, chassis
‘1074, won Le Mans in 1967 and 1968.
About 112 cars were built in all, and today
they are all collectors’ pieces, much prized
200mph grand tourers.

De Tomaso
Pantera
1971, Italy

American lady driver Isabel Haskell and
together they were to become a considerable
force on the Italian motoring scene, as they
came to control Maserati and Innocenti,
among other concerns, in the late seventies.
De Tomaso began building cars of his own
in small quantities in the early sixties. He



started with the Vallelunga GT coupé, named
after the Roman race-track, using a 1}-litre
Ford Cortina engine mounted amidships and
about 50 Vallelungas were produced before he
became more ambitious and developed a more
powerful, but largely similar, device using a
Carroll Shelby-tuned 4.7-litre Ford Cobra V8
engine giving some 305 bhp.

In 1967 De Tomaso took an interest
in the famous Ghia styling house, and Ghia
developed an ultra-low and excitingly exotic
body-shape for the new car, which De Tomaso
named the Mangusta. This was a rather
crude device, difficult to handle, despite its
good looks and considerable potential. It
could reach 145mph in a rather wobbly
straight line and accelerated from rest to
tbomph in a blistering 6.1 seconds.

The Mangusta went into series production
for the American market, being modified to

Matra 530
1970, France

Engins Matra is a giant French aerospace
company, primarily concerned with advanced
rocketry and systems but in 1964 it acquired
the failing René Bonnet racing-car company
to gain international publicity. Matra Sports
was established in 1965 to continue develop-
ment of the Bonnet Formula 3 monocoque-
chassis racing cars and to run the existing
Renault-engined sports models. Production
cars initially followed the René Bonnet stream-
lined coupé theme using glass-fibre reinforced
resin bodyshells and Gordini-tuned Renault
engines. In 1966 the Djet, as the car was called,
could achieve rogmph thanks to good aero-
dynamics. In 1967 the car was uprated to use
a 1250cc 105 bhp Renault engine and a new
2+2 car appeared with a 1.7-hitre Ford
Taunus V4 engine amidships. This vear.
incidentally, was the beginning of a period of

accord with ever-changing US Safety and
Emission Regulations as the months passed.
In 1969 De Tomaso’s plant in Modena was
turning out about 20 Mangustas a month, and
the Argentinian had forged a US marketing
link with the Ford Motor Company.

Vignale, another of the great Italian styling
houses, came under his umbrella and after the
failure of a coupé named the Mustela and
powered by a 2.g-litre V6 Britush Ford engine,
De Tomaso bounced back with the American
Ford V8-engined Pantera two-door mid-
engined coupé. With 5.8 litres and 330bhp
this fearsome device was again handsome and
very fast but suffered various quality and
handling problems which did not rest comfort-
ably with 162 mph speed. Many Panteras were
raced, however, and found an enthusiastic
following among the braver enthusiasts, especi-
ally in the USA.

Matra success on the race-track.

In 1968 the Djet was dropped and the
angular-bodied 530 production coupe took
prominence, a closed sports car of good aero-
dynamic shape, with good handling and per-
formance. During 1969 Ford of Cologne
produced a new V4 engine which was adopted
for the 530 coupe, but Matra were already
discussing atakeover by Chrysler-Simca which
later went through. So Martra-Simca came
into existence and the Ford engine tie-up had
to cease. In 1973 a new Chrysler 1294cc
transverse mid-engined car replaced the 530 —
this three abreast model was named the
‘Bagheera’.
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Ferrari Dino 246GT
1970, Italy

Enzo and Laura Ferrar’s only son was
christened Alfredo after his uncle, Enzo’s
brother, who had died of natural causes
during World War I. In lalian “Alfredino’
1s the affectionate form of this christian name,
and the diminutive of Alfredino 1s simply
‘Dino’. Poor Dino Ferrari died from compli-
cations of progressive muscular dystrophy
in 1956. Within months of his death a new
1500cc V6 Formula 2 engine was running
on the Maranello test-beds, and Mr Ferrari
decreed that this engine should carry the
name Dino after his beloved son: in 1958
Ferrari Dino V6 Grand Prix cars carried
Mike Hawthorn to his World Drivers” Champ-
1onship title.

In 1959 Dino Vb6 engines powered sports
and Formula 1 cars and by 1961 Ferrari V6s
were in a position to win the World Champion-
ship agamn. During the sixties a string of
developing V6 and V8 engines carried the
Dino name, and come 1967 and the intro-
duction of a new 16oocc Formula 2. Ferrari
wanted access to a production engine from
which a racing Formula 2 unit could be devel-
oped. He sold Fiat the idea of their building
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The Ferrant Dino 15 a classic
mn the mid-engined tradition,
V6 engine and Pininfarina
bodywork being combined with
superb road-holding.

v road wheel for the Ferrari Dino.




]_11'[:(IL1('Iiun version ol his two-litre V6 so
that he could ‘'modifv it for racing’ and s
slide what was effectivelv a purebred 1600ec
racing engine around the new Formula 2
rules. He was suceessiul, although the Formula
2 cars were not, until the end ol 1968.

At that ume the road-going small Ferran.
using the two-litre Dino Vb6 engine, was
introduced as an exotic but inexpensive car
wearing pretty Pminfarina bodywork. This
model was later updated to accommodate a
full 2.4-litre 246G’T V6 engine, and in spider
and coupé forms these Dinos proved mouth-
watering road cars offering tremendous per-
formance and superb road-holding. The V6
engine was set transversely amidships behind
the two-seat cockpit. and the little cars were
good for 1g0mph \\uh acceleration to martch.
Their steel bodies have proved subject to rust
and decay. which is a -!!';l!_{{‘(h_ for they are
truly -'1-'r1‘i~'ru% litdle m;uilin:m and the sev t"Il(iL\“l
supreme embodiment of the ~[:< ris-car tradi-
tion. They were discontinued in 1973. and
replaced by three-litre transverse \'J-‘.-f_\ngnn_'f_l
Dino meodels.

[)i“l-i was run as a []'!;H(I‘Ii' “.'l)ill‘-l'l' [.[-ll;'[-i
Ferrari, until production outran that ol their
larger brethren. This was an interesting

point for Ferrari dealers and importers around
the world considered that 1o create a "Dino’
marque was itsell a marketing ervor. for their
customers required true Ferraris and were
put ofl by the idea of buving something which
was regarded by owners of the more t_\p(‘]hl\:
and larger models as ‘not a proper Ferrari'.
In truth, however, the Dino name had
achieved enough in competition to be truly
honourable. '

In fact it was the Dino cars which intro-
duced truly modern chassis engineering mto
the Ferrari tradition. for while the lzit't__:m',
mr-(}nn"lmml Viz-engined Ferrans had
x!mt*;!; engines and gearboxes their }Lt]ull]lw
and corne f]!l:;: behaviour was --1T_t_I] LlnL!qLJL
at best and ‘truck-like” at worst. With the
svelte little Dino range Ferrari really offered
.10.::({111[: indeed outstanding road-holding
in the modern idiom, and that development
made an immense difference to this most
of post-war classic manufacturers,

classica
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Lamborghini Miura
1972, Italy

During the sixties the Italian tractor manu-
facturer Ferruccio Lamborghini took to car
manufacture more or less as a hobby. He
pursued his enthusiasm for matchless cars and
created a line of luxurious, very high-perform-
ance Grand Touring cars which achieved the
highest standards of technical sophistication.

The first Lamborghini car appeared at the

-

Turin Show of 1963. It was a front-engined
GT coupé using a 3i-litre four-cam V12 engine
with six Weber carburetters. This very Ferrari-
like device looked more like a true racing
than a production road-going unit, the whole
project being supervised by ex-Ferrari engi-

neers Giotto Bizzarimi and Gian Paolo

Dall’ara.

ian exoticar-- Lamborghimt Espada.




After unforeseen problems in preparing the
Lamborghini 350GT for production it began
to appear in numbers in the mid-sixties.
Meanwhile Dall'ara had produced an even
moreexciting designin the Miura - named after
the pugnacious Spanish breed of fighting bull,
Lamborghini’s response to Enzo Ferrari's
Prancing Horse.

This strikingly unconventional Miura pack-
ed a four-litre Vi2 engine set transversely
behind the two-seat cockpit amidships, driving
through spur gears to the clutch and five-speed
transaxle assembly. This remarkable assem-

Lola T212
1972, Great Britain

Former architect Eric Broadley began* his
competition-car construction company in the
late fifties more or less as a hobbyv. He had
built himself a club-special which he named
‘Lolita’, and the ‘Lola’ cars which followed
were built on the precept that whatever Lola
wants, Lola gets.

During the sixties Lola Cars Ltd worked
briefly with the mighty Ford Motor Company
of Dearborn, Michigan, to develop the original
GT40 model, and that programme really
established Broadley’s company in fit form to
‘go it alone’. Currently-mn 1979-80-Lola
Cars of Huntingdon are the world’s largest
manufacturer of pure competition cars, build-
ing sports and single-seater models for virtually
every International racing class.

TheE Luropeantwo-litre Championshipcame
to prominence in the sports car world in 1970
and remained there for five years during which
time Lola products featured strongly. Broad-
ley’s Lola T212 design, for example, featured
a central monocoque chassis which carried its
Cosworth-Ford four-cvlinder FVC engine of

blage produced and handled no less than
420bhp at 8ooorpm, and yet with simply
incredible reliability and lack of temperament
the car could poodle around city streets or
streak along the Autostrada del Sole at any-
thing up to a genuine 18omph. It was the
World’s fastest production car for some time.

In the seventies the Miura’s crown was
inherited by the remarkably uncompromising
Lamborghini Countach of generally similar
specification, which takes its name from a
Modenese slang word meaning more or less
‘Corr . . .; and with reason.

1790cc (and yet 245bhp!) in a tubular cradle

behind the cockpit. All-independent sus-
pension featured, as was conventional com-
petition practice, with coil-spring/damper
units and wishbone location. Gearbox was a
proprietary Hewland five-speed transaxle.
These cars gained considerable success in
Britain and western Europe while many were
sold to the USA for club racing there. In 1972
the Lola T2go version appeared with cleaned-
u% sharper-nosed body lines; the Cosworth
BDA or FVC engines were taken out to as
much as 1g30cc and produced over 250bhp
at goorpm. In 1973 this model was followed
by the T2g2 with a large wing over the tail
and lengthened nose, with 275bhp Cosworth
power. The 1974 model wasa further improved
car known as the T2g4, while in 1975 com-
pletely revised acrodynamic thinking pro-
duced the Tggo with curved and bulbous lines
reminiscent of an Alpine-Renault.

Throughout all these years the two-litre
Lolas were amongst the best-selling ofa modern
sports-racing line, directly in the tradition
of the Lotus, Jaguar, Aston Martin and MG
racers of the fifties and before.
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Alpine-Renault A110
1973, France
Automobiles Alpine was founded at Dieppe by
Jean Redélé in 1955. He was an enthusiastic
Renault dealer who that vear built a competi-
tion-orientated special using Renault compon-
ents. The car promptly featured successfully
in the small-car class of the classic Italian
Mille Miglia race. He used moulded glass-
fibre bodywork for his cars, offering them as
two and four-seat coupés.

In 1961 Redélé offered two new body
styles, one a 2+ 2 GT coupé and the other a
very aerodynamic two-seat Berlinette. The
glassfibre bodywork of the latier was mounted
upona central-backbone chassis which carried
the one-litre Renault engine in various tune-
states and forms at its extreme tail. behind the
rear axle hine. Redélé called the Berlinette the
A1ro “Tour de France™ after the great speed
competition for GT cars still being held in
France and immediately neighbouring count-
ries each autumn.

The A1to actually set out with only 850cc
and less than 50bhp to propel it, but Redélé
became increasingly confident as

TVR Vixen
1973, Great Britain

The Lancastrianspecialistsports-carcompany.
TVR. derives its name from that of its origi-
nator, Trevor Wilkinson, who began building
tube chassis and later complete car kits in the
late 1g50s. His tiny Blackpool works produced

SUCCCess

followed success. Renault showed increasing
mnterest, and their engine consultant Amédée
Gordini produced ever more ellective com-
petition power units for the Dieppe factory’s
use. Renault 8. then Renault 16, and hAnally
very highlv-tuned 1800 cc power units develop-
ing close on 200bhp were slotted into the
sleek little competition coupé’s tail. The
chassis were well-balanced, extremely agile,
and responded magnificently when asked o
change direction or dodge suddenly. They
were also far, far stronger than they looked.
and these attributes rendered them magnifi-
cently suitable for International rallving, in
which the Alpines’ extraordinary agility gave
them the edge over often far more powerful
rivals. In 1973 the works Alpine-Renault
team from Dieppe won the prestigious World
Rally Championships.

The A11o was finally removed from the
catalogues in 1977. to be replaced by the less
attractive-looking Ag1o model. The A110 was
a modern classic sports car by any standards.
and sadly missed.

a two-seat coupé knmown as the Grantura,
with a glass-fibre body. powered by Coventry
Chmax or Ford 100E engines and suspended
on Volkswagen components. In

1gbo  the




Mark IT Grantura retained the same basic
body shape—which has proved timeless-but
adopted Ford 105E and MGA additional
power units. John Turner devised a new
Mark III tubular chassis frame with double-
wishbone suspension in 1962 and these TVRs
from Blackpool really began to make a name
for themselves in minor-level club races and
rallies.

Meanwhile the TVR company itself had
undergone many management and ownership
changes, but the little Blackpool-built cars
soldiered through good times and bad with
adequate success. A Ford V8-engined Anglo-
American model known as the TVR Griffith
was produced in conjunction with an Ameri-
can promoter, and after his company collapsed
TVR continued V8 production.

Trevor Fiore designed a graceful and very
Italianate new body style in 1965, which was

The Triumph company found its way into the
sports-car markets of the world with the TR
series. There appeared also to be a gap in
the market for an inexpensive, small-capacity
sporting car, easy to drive and not too fast -
just the thing in fact for the youthful or lady
enthusiast who liked the sporting idea if not
the full-blown practice.

In October 1962 Triumph released the
Spitfire 4, an 1147 cc two-seat model developed
from the successful Herald saloon with its
backbone chassis. Styling was by the Italian
house of Michelotti; mechanically there was
little difference from the Herald except for the
use of softer springs to accommedate the
lightweightbody. A twin-SU-carburettor vers-
ion of the Herald 1200 engine was used,
producing 63bhp at 5740rpm. Rack-and-
pinion steering gave the minute turning
circle of only 24 feet and the four-speed
gearbox with synchomesh on all but first gear
was another attraction. This hittle car was
good for ggmph, would reach 50mph from

later developed as a separate (and unsuccess-
ful) marque using the large Austin-Healey
chassis and running gear. In 1966 TVR pro-
duced ‘their Mark IV with 1800 MGB power
unit and in 1968 a move was made down-
market with the litde Tina, using Fiore
bodystyling and a Hillman Imp engine. The
18008 model was also offered with Ford
Cortina power—which was a very practical
proposition -and they called this model the
TVR Vixen.

Come the seventies and a Triumph-engined
2500M appeared, fitting a new multi-tubular
backbone chassis frame under that so-familiar
but still not dated body style. In 1972 this
chassis was applied to all TVR engine options
and later in the decade a convertible appeared,
together with a Turbo version, using a hlghl)
tuned, turbocharged Ford V8 power unit.

Triumph Spitfire
Mk IV
1973, Great Britain

rest in around 12 seconds and its fuel consump-
tion was a major selling point at 35mpg. It
was priced at £729 and sold very well.

From September 1963 overdrive and a
hardtop were available for the now best-
selling little Spitfire, and in March 1965 an
improved Mark I1 Spitfire offered a 67bhp
engine, improved trim and furnishing, and
was altogether a less spartan device. Fast-
back coupé versions were raced at Le Mans
with some success in the 24-Hours endurance
race and in October 1966 the Spitfire-based
two-litre Triumph GT6 coupé was announced.
In carly 1967 the Spitfire was itself uprated to
house a 1296¢cc engine; with 7obhp at 6ooo
rpm this Mark 111 version offered 95 mph, and
a o 50mph time of around 10 seconds—still
with 36mpg fuel consumption. A Mark IV,
with changes in styling and mechanical detail,
followed in 1g970.
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Datsun 240Z
1975, Japan

During the sixties the Japanese motor industry
slammed into world wide export markets with
shattering effect. Companies like Datsun and
Toyota proved extremely adept at producing
practical and reliable motor-cars to a price,
and with back-up service which the average
customer could not afford to ignore. The
Japanese also looked at the performance-car

field. and Datsun in particular scored a notable
suceess with their 240Z coupé model.

I'he Kwaishinsha works had produced its
first car in rg12 in Tokyo, and in 1914 a more
successful second car was produced which the
company named the Dat, using the initials of
the proprietors, K. Den, R. Aoyama and A,

»q0. rally car at home in the rugsed

Works Datsun
0 is of the East Afvican Safari Rall

and dusly co

82




Takeuchi. In 1926 Kwaishinsha merged with
Jitsuyo Jidosha Seizo to form the Dat Auto-
mobile Manufacturing Company of Osaka,
actually making trucks. When car production
resumned in 1931 they were called Datson
son of Dat’), but in order to suggest the nati-
onal Japanese emblem of the rising sun the
name assumed its final form. Datsun, in 1g932.
Immediately after World War 11 Datsun
cars were based on the American Crosley

design and during the fifties the company
hm]l nothing less (nor more) than the Austin
A5o under licence. It was during the sixties
that Nissan Datsun modernized their range
and attacked international markets so success-
fully while the market at home was heavily
protected against Imports.

Triumph TR7
1975, Great Britain

The long line of Triumph TR sporting cars
had developed as ldl’ as the long-nose TR6.
when, in January 19735, the two-door two-seat
coupé TR7 replac (‘d lhe old traditional line
with its directly traceable “fifties” pedigree.

The new IR coupé was Ift‘\ll._l’l[‘(l VEry
much with the \rﬂt’ru‘tn market in mind.
which in part excuses the exaggerated wedge-
shape profile with ugly, sculptured indent-
ation in the body sides. The wheelbase. at
only 7ft 3in, was rather too short for comfort
when combined with a 4ft 7in wack front and
rear, and the result was a car which, though
nimble and quick to change direction, rode
rather choppily and felt a little unstable along
any bumpy straight.

It was marketed as the “front-engined car
with the mid-engined looks’ but in truth
combined perhaps the worst points of both
designs. Its [our-cylinder engine with a single
overhead camshaft displaced 1998cc and

Effectively the 2407 coupé was the result of
examination of the Austin-Healey 3000 six-
cvlinder model. which had been allowed to
wither'on the vine in the face of stringent new
US Federal Safety Regulations i 1968.
Datsun developed their own 2.4-lire single-
overhead-camshaft six-cylinder unit enclosed
in strikingly attractive streamlined coupé
bodvwork: with five-speed all-synchromesh
transmission,  all-independent  suspension,
front disc brakes and 160 bhp the big Datsun
carried on where the big Healey had been
allowed 1o die. The 2407 was fast, handled
adequately well, was quite cconomical and
very reliable very much a sports car for the
seventies.

developed about 8obhp ar 5400rpm. A
[our-speed manual gearbox transmiited power
to the rear wheels. The bodywork was an
all-steel unitary structure with independent
front suspension and a live rear axle, on
coil-springs all round. Disc brakes featured at
the front and drums at the rear, with dual
hydraulic circuits and vacuum servo assist-
ance. This little car was claimed to have a
108mph top speed, not hall as fast as its
appearance implied, but it has proved reason-
ably successful both in the USA and in Europe.

The basic TR7 was progressively updated
by the introduction of a five-speed gearbox
and later by the installadon of the Rover
3500 V8 light-alloy engine which at last gave
it real power. Known as the TR8 in this guise,
the car was rallied extensively by a works team
with some success, and in Briush Airways
sponsorship livery the TR8's certainly looked
the part as their drivers fought their way with
visible excesses of power around the rally
stages of the world.
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Fiat X1/9
1976, Italy

During the seventies the sporting car in
general developed as a two-seater coupé.
American Safety Regulations at one time
looked likely to ban the open-top car for good,
hence Triumph’s replacement of the TR6 by
what was in original form a coupé-only TR 7.
and Jaguar's replacement of the E-Type
roadster by the X]J-S coupé-only model.
Some manufacturers were less cautious, and
Porsche developed the so-called Targa top
in which the fixed windscreen surround was
augmented by a roll-over bar-cum-rear-screen
surround behind the cockpit, and a rigid but
detachable roof panel was provided to insert
between them. This system had appeared in
the Triumph TR-series ‘Surrey top’ but
Porsche gave it its modern name following
their successes in the arduous Targa Florio
race around Sicily. This race favoured open-

And everything opens! Fiat's
Xilg was a danng gamble
which paid tremendous
dividends for Fial and
stylist-cu r’-'l-fn.‘{-fl'-b.’fffrffr'r
Bertone.

cockpit cars, which nevertheless had to retain
good aerodynamic shape for the long Buon-
fornello Straight along the coastline.

In fact it was upon the Targa Florio circuit
in Sicily that Fiat first introduced their
extraordinary X1/q Targa-top sports car to the
world’s motoring press. What this vast manu-
facturer of utility cars had done was to take the
transverse engine and front-wheel-drive pack-
age from the existing and very successful
Fiat 128 and install it amidships behind the
two-seat cockpit of a striking, wedge-profiled
bodyshell both designed and made for them by
the house of Bertone, at Grugliasco outside
Turin. The rigid roof panel could be removed
and stowed away in the front locker and thus
converted the figure-hugginglittle X 1 /g proved




to be a staggeringly enjoyable little car.

The high-revving 1300 cc four-cylinder eng-
ine could punch the car along at speeds as high
as 1o3mph, and it would accelerate from
o—6omph in about 12.6 seconds. It covered
the standing-start kilometre in 34.5 seconds,
which was a very worthy achievement, re-
turning an albeit modest 21.5 28mpg. Disc
brakes on all four wheels were without the
servo which in other Fiat models had proved

Lotus Esprit
1979, Great Britain

The Lotus Elite ceased production in 1963, to
be replaced by the more practical Elan, and
later the Europa mid-engined coupé. In due
course, too, a new Elite was offered, with a
Vauxhall-based engine developed by Lotus.
At the Turin Motor Show in 1972 Giorgetto
Giugiaro’s Ital-Design styling house produced
a mid-engined study which placed the new
Lotus engine behind the two-seat coc kpit of a
sleek and very low-slung coupé of gor geous
appearance. Colin Chapman was very inter-
ested in this project, and detailed engineers
Tony Rudd and Mike Kimberley to form a
team to develop a production variant of this
Italian study. Working closely with Giugiaro
in Turin, Lotus evolved their striking Esprit
two-seater which was introduced in October

1975-

The four-cylinder engine of 5.2 mm bore x
6g.2mm stroke displaces 1g73cc and carries
twin overhead camshafts actuating four valves
per cylinder. Peak power is 160bhp at 6200
rpm and this is delivered to the rear wheels via

disturbingly harsh in operation, and the X1/g
set new standards for nimble and agile
handling, controllability, braking and general
driving fun in the very best sports-car tradi-
tions.

In 1978 a 1.5-litre version was added to the
range and as the eighties dawn the baby Fiat
is still very attractive to all who enjoy their
motoring.

a five-speed gearbox. The Esprit uses a
backbone chassis frame with all-independent
suspension front and rear based directly on
Lotus’ vast experience of single-seater and
sports-car racing worldwide. Vacuum servo-
assisted disc brakes appear all round, with
fat tyres on neat, lightweight, cast-alloy
wheels and very precise rack-and-pinion
steering.

Unfortunately, in the Series 1 cars at least,
the gearchange was not very good owing to
the problems, common in mid-engined cars,
of mating up a cockpit change with rear-
mounted transmission while at the same time
insulating the cockpit area from noise and
vibration. There was body boom generated in
the engine bay, and it took quite a while to
sort these difficulties out to the customers’
satisfaction. Finally it was achieved, with the
Esprit Series 2.

In 1978 a turbocharged version of the
pretty Esprit was developed by one of Lotus’s
major distributors, and so brought real power
to a sports car worthy of the eighties.




Panther Six
1979. Great Britain

Bob Jankel established his Panther Westwinds
company essentially to build what were
virtual modern-day rephicas of the SSioo
pre-war sports car. They proved very success-
ful, they were very well made and beautfully
finished, and Jankel's company progressed to
make all manner of replica-type sporting
vehicles plus some high-quality special coach-
work projects. This programme culminated
in the series production of the Panther Lima
GM-Detroit and Vauxhall-engined two-seat
sports car. This was very much an evocation of
the MG TC era. l'\[li't‘ﬂf"d in modern high-
quality glass-fibre and based on a production-
car chassis pan, engine, gearbox and runmi
gear offering no spares and servicing problems.
Panther now wanted a flagship model for
their newly broad range, and during 1976
_]'J.I]kt"] was impn-m-r] by the performance on
circuit of the six-wheeled Tvrrell Project .-',_rr
Grand Prix cars. He determined to make
sporting car to excel all others.
Panther installed side-byv-side
ing for three at most in the open cockpit of a

Porsche Turbo
1979, Germany

As the seventies reached their close undoubt
edly the most potent sporting car generally
available in the sports-car market was Porsche’s
Fype 930 Furbo. This had evolved [rom the
long-serving Porsche g11 family whose world-
wide success in production trim was based
on one of the most com pre ‘hensive and exXpen-

bench seat-

engined six-wheeled ol outstanding
comfort and opulence. To achieve the stunning
performance required Jankel chose a seven-
or eight-litre American Cadillac V8 engine

mat

ted 1o a General Motors automatic trans-
What was more. he contracted Ak
\f ller -a prince of the Californian hot-rod
movement -to fit twin Garrett AiResearch
turbochargers to the V8 engine to boost it to
l_nl_;u|1]1;}.

I'he result could have been either stunning
or frightening. In fact Panther adopted what
they' called ‘“sofilv-softly’ ride control from
Jaguarsaloon suspension units and the Panther
.‘\";_\_ as the « ar was L}_-!"hlr'nrri_ |'m:_‘t':{r't"i as an
incrediblv comfortable device with tremendous
power and performance potential both in a
straight line and through corners. The author
was the first journalist to drive it, and al-
though underdeveloped it impressed him
decply with its bite under brakes and turning
Unfortunately Panther
themselves crippled over supply of the special
front tyres required, and production ol the
six-wheeler hung fire.
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chose to adopt exhaust-driven turbo-super-
charging in which an impeller vane intro-
duced into the exhaust stream is forced 1o
revolve, Its spindle then drives a similar
impeller in the induction side of a super-
charger unit which then feeds the engine
with mixture under pressure. This system
had been developed by Porsche in competition
from 1972 in the road-going Porsche Turbo
2+ 2 coupé the three-litre engine was boosted
at a maximum of 121lb per square inch
pressure, and responded by producing an
enormously reliable - and not uneconomical

26o0bhp at 5500rpm. What was more mm-
portant, the turbocharged engine gave an

De Lorean
1980, Great Britain

John Zachary De Lorean was a chief executive
of the mighty General Motors Corporation
the world’s largest private enterprise—urmtil he
suddenly decided to go his own way and build
his own high- pr'rtornnmc cars. \Iam others
had done this before, but very few had ever
succeeded. De Lorean was ambitious in an
unusual way and set out to build a sporting
car primarily for the American market which
would break new ground in automotive
technology. ]

He wanted a mid-engined two-seater car
with outstanding styling, including gull-wing
doors a la Mercedes 300SL; it would combine
advanced safety features with good perform-
ance and fuel economy. Structurally the car
was to employ a number of plastic processes
for which De Lorean held US licences.

In December 1974 De Lorean and his chief

engineer, Bill Colhns, another ex-GM man,
went to the Turin Motor Show in Ttaly to talk
with the world’s top stylists and Giorgetto
Giugiaro was their choice as the man with the
most attractive ideas.

Giugiaro consequently styled the De Lorean
prototype which was built up to completion in

incredibly wide power band which allowed
the Porsche Turbo driver to outperform almost
anything on the public road without wearing
himself out by continual resort to the gear
lever. The Turbo would potter happily about
at 2000rpm in top gear, but with the driver’s
foot hard down it would reach 50mph from
rest in a mere 3.6 seconds, 1oomph in 11.8
seconds and 125 mph in less than 20 seconds.
Top speed was around 155mph at 6ooorpm

but the brakes in these carly cars had a hard
time and it was not until the advent of the
3.3-litre Turbo version in September 1977

that the model finally received the brakes \\ln(,h
its enormous pt:rfermancc really demanded.

October 1976. A Ford V6 was contemplated
initially as the power unit for this car but
the first prototype was fitted with a 2.2-litre
Citroen CX four-cylinder engine and trans-
axle, while later cars were to use the Renault

30 power-train. This featured the alloy
Peugeot/Renault/Volvo V6 engine which de-
livers about 120bhp at 5500rpm. This was
good cnough for a o—6bomph acceleration
ume of about eight seconds and fuel economy
of the order of 22 mpg in city driving and 29
mpg on longer runs. With all-independent
suspension and [our-wheel disc brakes the De
Lorean was remarkable for its stainless-steel
external panels. and the company initially
planned to open a factory on a disused U S
military base in Puerto Rico once its plans had
received sufficient financial backing from the
American institutions and private investors.
Subsequently, however, De Lorean was
attracted to Ulster by Britush Government
subsidies, and the development of his dream
car was undertaken in collaboration with one
of his major potential rivals, the Lotus Group.
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The Sports Car Constructors

Many manufacturers in motoring history have built what might be described as “sporting’
cars. The list which follows tells who, what and when . . .

Nationalities are given according to convention as
{ollows: A = Austria, AUS = Australia, CH =
Switzerland, CZ = Czechoslovakia, D= Germany,

E =Spain, F = France, GB=Great Britan, 1 = lialy,
J =Japan, USA = United States, ZA = South Africa.

Abadal (E) 1912 -14 Some performance models
Abarth (I) 195071 Ali sperting cars, tuned saloons
ABC (GB) 1920 2q Absut 1500 made
AC (GB) 1908 1o date See fext
Ader (F) 1900 o7 Clement Ader, pioneer aviator
Adler (D) 1900-39 Today's ypewriter company
Aero [ Z) 1929 47 Czechosiavakian sports cars
Minor (CZ) 1646 -52 Ran a car al Le Mans 1549
AF {GB) 197172 Morgan 3-wheeler “replicar’
A;:Pgl):l 1919 -28 Ran tn Targa Flonio 1924
JI;inn (USA) 195056 Ultimate sports car, il
could fly
Alco (USA) 1905 - 13 Locomotive company, 1909 10 cars
won Vanderbilt Cup race
Alcyon (F) 1906 28 Well-known in Voiturette racing
Alda (F) 1912 22 "4k, la Délicieuse Automobile” . .
Alexis (GB) 1961 - Trials specials, then single-seaters
All': Romeo (I) 1910 to date See text
GB) 1937 60 Ser text
Alplu( l‘lq-}g—-gl Only four bult, Le Mans car 1929
Alpine& ) 1955 to date See text
Alta (GB) 1931 54 Geoffrey Taylor's “hobby'
Alvis (GB) 1920 -67 Fine molor cars
Ameédee Bollee (F) 1885 -1922 Pioneer sporting cars
American Austin (USA) 1930 31 Bantam Austin 7
dertvative
Amilcar (F) 1921 -39 See fext
Anagasti (ARG) 1911 15 Argentinian enthusiast’s cars
Anzani (I) 1923 24 Fast light cars
Apolio (D) 1g10-26 (rzman sporls cary
Agquila-Italiana (I) 19o6-17 Up-market ltalian
Arab (GB) 1926 28 Reid Railton designed
Aries (F) 1903 -38 Up-markei Frenchman
ASA () 19b2 67 Bailt baby Ferrar
Aston Martin (GB] 1922 to date See lext
Atalanta (GB) 1937 -39 Advanced lechnology didn’t sell
ATS (1) 1962 -64 Poor attempt to oul-Ferrari Ferrari
Auburn (USA) 1goo 57 See fext
Audi (D) 1910 -35 Successful varly trial cars, current
margue re-formed in 1965
Austin-Healey (GB) 1053 71 Ser fext
Austro-Daimler (A) 1899 36 Austria’s most famous
Ballot (F) 1g19-32 Se¢ Racing Cars, companion vol.
Bandini (I) 1947 56 Small ltalian sports-racer
Batten (GB) 1935 -38 Stark Ford V8-based sports cars
Béchereau (F) 1924 25 Ligh! car by onginator of
‘monocogue’ aircraft fuselage construction
Bedelia (F) 1910 25 See fext
Bentley (GB) 1920 30 Ser text
Benz (D) 1885 - 1926 Pioneer merged with Daimler 1926
Berkeley (GB) 1956 -61 See fext
Berliet (FL‘ 95 1939 Models included fast roadsters
Beverley-Barnes (GB) 1924 31 High-guality
individual *specials’
n (F) 1918 30 Genuinely sporting cars
Biota (GB) 1068 - BMC Mini-based sports special
Bizzarini (I) 1065 69 By ex-Ferrari GTO engineer
BMW (D) 1928 to date See text

BNC (F) 1923 31 French sporting vottureltes
Bobsy (USA) 1962  American sports-racing cars
Bocar (USA) 1958 61 Sports cars using US engines
D) 1939 61 Dustincily sporting German
Brabham (GB) 1902 71 Trur racers, some two-sealers
Brasier (F) 18a7 1930 See Racing Cars, companion vol.
Bristol (GB) 1947 1o dawe ['p-markei advanced sporting
cars
British Salmson ( ) 1934 30 French-licensed
Bucciali (F) 1923 g; ‘nconventional and expensive
Buckler (GB) 1047 62 Bull-if-yourself specials
Bugatti (F) Sec text
Caban (F) 1926 g2 Built by Yves Giraud-Cabantous,
ractng driver
Calthorpe (GB) 1oy 32 Some sporiing models
Cannon (GB) 1G53 - One-man-buzll lrials specials
Case (USA) 1q10 27 From agricultural machinery works
Cegga (CH) 1960 67 Swiss specialists
Ceirano (I) 1910 31 Range included sporiing cars
CGV-Charron (F) 1901 30 Racing drivers’ partnership
Chadwick (USA) 1904 16 Lee Chadwick’s enthusiast
conaern achieved high produciion
Cllennl-Walcker (F) 1901 46 Won first Le Mans,

é SA) 1911 10 date See lext
B) 1961 o dawe Sports-racing cars
Clnrlln.n {l) 1914 27 Small sports cars renowned in ltaly
Cisitalia (I) iq;ﬁi 65 See text
Clement-Bayard l") 1899 - 1922 French lourers
CMN (1) 1q1y 23 Enzo Fervari was a works tester!
Coldwell (GB) 1467 Mmni-based grand towring cars
Connaught (GB) 1949 57 Sports cars led to Grands
Prix
(GB) 1448 6g Same sports cars amongst the racers
Cord (USA) 1929 37 Strikingly modern performance cars
gouttes (F) 1003 33 French ‘cad’s car’
Crespelle (F) 1906 23 French sperting cars
Cresley (USA) 1939 -52 Crosley Hot-Shot good two-
seater
Crossle (GB) 1959 Ulster sports-racing cars
Cunningham "JjSA] 1951 355 Le Mans project begat
roadsiers
Darracq (F) 1896 - 1920 Early French sports-racing
marqiie
DB (F) 1938 61 French high-performance *specials’
De Bruyne (GB) 1968 Took over Gordon-Keeble GT
De Dietrich (F) 1897 - 1905 Early French sporting marque
De Dion-Bouton (F) 18831932 Included racing success
amid conservalism
m:{ﬂ 1905 -54 Ar honvured marque
ye (F) 18g4 354 See text
Dellow (GB) 1049 59 Sperting irial specials
Derby (F) 1921 36 French, notably front-drives
De Tomaso (I) Iq-,q to date Argentinian-founded
Diatto (I) 1go5 27 Set Maserati brathers on their ay
Disbrow (USA) 117 18 Racing driver's two-sealers
DEW (D) 1928 -66 Included sporting models
Duesenberg (USA) 1920 37 Up-market performance
marque
Elva (GB) 1955 -68 Sporis-racing cars, one roadsler
EMW (EDR) 1945 55 £ast German BMW works
Eric-Cam {GB) 19126 British sporting car
Excelsior (B) 103 -32 Buwlt GP cars amangst range
Facel Vega (F) 1954 64 Costly Franco- American




Fairthorpe (GB) 1954 - Small-series sports range

Ferrari (I) 1940 to date See text

Fiat (I) 1899 to date See text

Fitch (USA) 1949 51 Racing driver’s margue

Ford (USA) 1q03 to date See lexi

Frazer Nash (GB) 1924 6o British and race-bred

Georges Irat (F) 1921 46 Small French sports cars

Giannini (I) 1920 - Tuned Fiats, own sporls-racers

Gilbern (GB) 1g59 - Wales's sporting marque

Ginetta (GB) 1057 - Suffolk’s sporting marque

GN (GB) 1910 25 See fext

Gobron-Brillie (F) 1898 -1930 Fine French performance
and racing cars

Gordano (GB) 1946 -50 Bristolian project for
enthusiasts

Gordini (F) 1951
Frenchman

Gordon-Keeble (GB) 1960 67 Fine but under-financed
Briton

Gregoire (F) 1903-24 Numerous sporting models

GSM (ZA[GB) 1958 66 Anglo-South African GTs

Healey (GB) 1946 54 See fext

Hermes (B) 1906 -0y Racing driver’s sporiing car

Hispano-Suiza (E[F) 1gog 44 Ser lext

Horch (D) 1900 -39 See fext

Hotchkiss (F) 1903 355 American’s French ordnance
works-cum-motor company

HRG (GB) 1936 56 Ser lext

HWM (GB) 1950 56 Some jaguar sports-racers

Imperia (B) 190649 Products included a race winner

Invicta (GB) 1925 38 Fine British sporting car

Iso (I) 1gb2  lialian up-market exoticar

Isotta-Fraschini (I} 1goo —4g See text

Itala (I) 190434 Fabled ltalian marque

Jaguar (GB) 1945 to date See fext

Jensen (GB) 1936 -75 Fine British marque

Jowett (GB) 1906 34 Buill advanced sporting cars

Kieft (GB) 195061 Specialized sporis-racing cars

Kurtis (USA) 1948 55 Indy specialist-built roadsters

La Buire (F) 1904 30 Dignified French marque

Lagonda (GB) 190665 Fine British cars from

57 Noble but under-financed

American
Lambert (F) 1926 53 Included sporting models
Lamborghini (I) 1965 Up-market tractor .
manufacturer

Lanchester (GB) 18g5 56 See fext

Lancia (I) 1906 to date See text

La Perle (F)} 1q13-27 French small sporting cars

Lea-Francis (GB) 1go4 bo Stop-go production

Lenham (GB) 1968 1o date Sporis-racing specialists

Lester (GB) 194q-55 Sports-racing specialist

Ligier (F) 1969 to date French GT and Formula 1
specialists

Lion-Peugeot (F) 190613 Frenck votturette kings

Lister (GB) 1954 59 Brisivl and Jaguar-engined racers

Lola (GB) 1458 to date See text

Lombard (F) 192729 Sporting voiturettes

Lotus (GB) 1952 to date See text

Lozier (USA) 190517 Great American sportsman

Marendaz (GB) 1926 36 Successful sportsman

Marmon (USA) 19a2--53 Excellent American marque

Maserati (I) 1926 1o date See fext

Mathid (D) 1808 50 Alsatian enthusiasm

Matich (AUS) 1965 Ausiralian enthusiasm

Matra (F) 1965 to date See fext

Mazda (J) 1960 to date Japanese rotary-engined

McLaren (GB) 1964 to date New Jealander’s racing
team

Mercedes-Benz (D) 1926 to date See lexi

Metallurgique (B) 1898-1928 Fine Belgian sporiing
margie

MG (GB) 1924 to date See text

Miller (USA) 1q15-32 American genius in a golden age

Moretti (I) 1945 to date lialian small cars

Morgan (GB) 1910 to date See lext

Mors (F) 18951943 Legendary French marque

Nacional Pescara (E) 1g2q-32 Aristocratic Spantard

Napier (GB) 1900 24 Quality Briton

Nardi (I) 1947 -56 Enthusiasiic Italian

Nash (USA) 1917 57 Multi-national enthusiasm

Nazzaro (I) 1911 23 Racing driver's dream

OM (I) 1918-34 See text

OSCA (I) 1947 67 Maserati brothers” last resting place

Panther (GB) 197280 Classic-styled replicars

Peerless (GB) 1957 -60 Triumph TR3-based GT

Pegaso (E) 1951 508 See text

Piper (GB) 1966 - Striking super-low GTs

Porsche (D) 1948 to date Ser fext

Probe (GB) 1960 71 Anather super-low GT

Railton (GB) 1033 -49 Reid Railion’s oawn marque

Reliant (GB) 1952 to date Four-wheeled GT5s oud of
three-wheeler predecessors

Rene Bonnet (F) 1962 -64 French specialist sold to
Matra

RGS-Atalanta (GB) 1947 358 Specialist built on
Atalanla base

Riley (GB) 1898 - 196g Se¢ fext

Rohr (D) 1928-35 Sensationally advanced sporting cars

Rolland-Pilain (F) 1906 31 French high technology

Salmson (F) 1g21-57 See text

SARA (F) 1923 30 Air-cooled performance car

Sbarro (CH) 171 to date Swiss build anything up-
market

Serenissima (I) 1965 70 Short-lived successor to ATS

Shelby-American (USA) 1962 70 See text ( AC Cobra)

Siata (I) 194970 Mullinational GTs

Simca (F) 1935 to date With Gordini's help made racers

Simplex (USA) 1907 -17 Big American took sporting
honours

Singer (GB) 1905 70 Small Briton took sporting honours

Sizaire-Naudin (F) 1go5-21 See texi

Squire (GB) 1934 36 See fext

SS (GB) 1931 -45 See text

Stanguellini (I) 194666 Small [talian sporting and
rﬂrm cars

Steyr (A) 192040 Fine Austrian marque

Straker-Squire (GB) 1906 26 Advanced sporting
vintagen

Stutz &JSA] 1911-45 Legendary American sports and
racing cars

Sunbeam (GB) 1953 to date See fext

Talbot (GB) 190338 See lexi

Tatra (CZ) 1923 to date High-speed Czech

Terrier (GB) 1959 61 British club racing specialist

Thornycroft (GB) 190313 Serious concern dabbled in
rﬂ(fl'[g

Th. Schneider (F) 1910 31 Energelic race promation for
road designs

Tojeiro (GB) 1052 -62 Sports-racing car specialist

Tornado (GB) 1958 -64 Another British special

Tracta (F) 1926 34 Fine French froni-drive

Trident (GB) 1965 -Brutish GT specials

Triumph (GB) 1923 to date See fext

Turner (GB) 1951 -66 British sporting specialist

TVR (GB) 1954 10 date Apparenily immortal specialist

Uz (GB) 1959 to date The ultimate club-racing cars

Vale (GB) 132 -36 Brutish sports cars

Vauxhall (GB) 1go3 to date See text

Veritas (D) 1948 53 See text

Voisin (F) 1919-3q Aviation-minded innovation

Wanderer (D) 1911 -39 High-minded German

Warwick (GB) 1960 -62 Peerless transmogrified

Winton (USA) 1897 -24 American pioneer marque

Wolseley (GB) 18qg—75 Included sporting models
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AC 57; Ace 57, 57, 70; Cobra
70; Petite 57

AFM 45

Agnelli, Giovanm 38

Alfa Romeo 64; 8C-2300 10,
12, 35; 35; GTA 12; P2
Grand Prix cars 35

Allard 115 J2 51 57

Allard, Sidney 51

Alpine 8o

Alpine Rally 49; (1953) 60;
(1954) 60

Alpine Trials 33. 51

Alpine-Renault 72, 79: Ar10
8o, fo

Alvis 10; “12/50" 24, 24; 12/50
Super Sports 24

Amilecar 10, 24, 25, 26, 31;
CGS, CC, €S, 4C and G6
models 24

Anzani engine, 40, 65

Aston Martin 12, 70; 1l-litre
Mk II 37, 37; ‘International’
37: Ulster 37; DB1. DB2,
DB3S and DB2/4 53. 53;

Auburn 8/88 Speedster 27, 27

Austin, Herbert 31

Austin Seven 44; Ulster,
Sports, Brooklands and
Super Sports models 31, 37

Austin engine 54

Austin-Healey 11, 51, 59, 6o:
‘100" 54, 54: ‘100-6" 68;
‘3000’ 68 9, 6y, 83

Autocarriers 57

Ballyshannon 14

Bamford, Robert 37

Barnato 32

Barratouché 33

Becchia, Walter 50

Bedélia 10, 167

Behra, Jean 64

Bentley, W. O. 20, 21, 32, 39

Bentley 10; 3-litre 201, 20,
21, 32; ‘Red Label’ Speed
Model 20; ‘Blue Label’ 20;
‘Green Label” 20; 43-litre
16; 4i-litre ‘blown’ 32, 32;
63-litre 32: Speed ‘6" 32

Benz 50hp 145, 14

Bertelli, A. C. 37; Enrico 37

90

Berkeley b5. 65

Bertone coachbuilders 84

Birkigt, Marc 30

Bizzarini, Giotto 78

Blackburne engine 19, 39

BMC Competition Tuning
Dept. 68

BMW 47: 315 44: '319/17 44:
‘326" 44 '328° 445, 44 45.
57, 64

Bol d’Or 24-hour race (1922}
26

Bond 65

Bonnet, René 75

Brands Hatch 66

Bristol 45

Bristol engines 57

Broadley, Eric 74, 70

Brooklands 23, 25, 32; 200-
Mile Race 24, 30: 500-Mile
Race 33: Double-12 Hour
Race 37; JCC Meeting
(1939) 37; see also Riley
Nine

Bugatti, Ettore 21, 34°

Bugatti 51; Type ‘13" 18; Tvpe
‘22" 18, 34: Types ‘50T,
‘51°,"54’, and ‘57 34; Type
‘55 11,34, 34,40

Cadillac engines 51

Campari, Giuseppe 31

Carracciola, Rudolfl 31

Carrozzeria Touring
coachbuilders 55

Castro 30

Centric supercharging 39

Chapman, Colin 67, 85

Chiron, Louis 50

Chevrolet Corvette 12, b2—3,
62, 63, 73

Chrysler engines 75

Cisitalia “Farina’ Coupe 46,
46; " Dy6" 46

Citréen engine 87

Collins, Peter 53. 59

Cord, Ernest Lobhan 27

Cosworth-Ford engines 79

Cotal gearbox 41

Coventry-Climax engines 80

Coventry-Simplex engines 37

Cozette supercharging 31, 39

Crawford, J. M. 27

Cyclecar Grand Prix 30

Cyclecars, see Bedélia

Dall *ora, Gian Paolo 78
Darracq 6o
Datsun 2407 82—3. 82

Daytona Beach 15

de Caters, Pierre 14

De Dion rear suspension 55

De Lorean 87, 87

De Tomaso 74-5; Mangusta
75; Pantera 13, 74-5;
Vallelunga 75

De Tomaso, Alejandro 74. 75

Delage 26, 41 .

Delahaye 135 *Competition’
41,41 '

DFP 20

Dixi-Thle 44

Duesenberg 27

Dusio, Piero 46

Edge. Selwyn Francis 14
EMW 45

Enever, Sidney 6o, 70
Enfield-Allday 37

ERA 40

Erle, Fritz 15

Excelsior engine 65

Fangio, J. M. 59

Fantuzzi coachbuilders 65

Farina, Pinin 64; see also
Pininfarina

Federal Safety Regulations
(US) 13, 66, 75

Ferrari 12, 53, 58, 59, 76, 77;
‘250" Testa Rossa 64 5, 64;
Dino 246GT 767, 76, 77

Ferrari, Alfredo 76; Dino 76;
Enzo b4, 74

Fiat Ballila 38, 38; ‘128" 84;
X1/984 -5, 84

Fiore, Trevor 81

Ford 12, 51, 74; Cortina 12;
Escort 12, 13; Fiesta 12;
‘GT40’ 12, 74, 74, 79;
Lotus-Cortina 15; Mustang
12, 73, 73; Thunderbird 12,
73: Advanced Vehicles 74

Ford engines: V6 87: V8 70,
74, 75. 81: Cologne 75;
Dagenham 57. 65, 72. 73,
75. 70, 817 see also Cosworth-
Ford engines

Formule Libre 34

Fox & Nicholls Lid 33

Frazer Nash 37, 389

Frazer-Nash, Capt. Archie 17,
31. 38, 42

French Grand Prix (1936) 41;
(1937) 50

Garrett AiResearch
Turbocharger 86



General Motors 12, 23, 62, 86,
87

Giugiare 85, 87

GN 10, 16, 17, 30, 38, 42

Godfrey, H. R. 17, 42

Goodyear Nine Hours Race
\1952) 53

Gordini, Amédée 38

Gordon Bennett Trophy g, 14

Gordon England, E. C. 31

Gough engine 39

Grand Prix de 'ACF 23

Grand Prix des Vieux Tacots
18

Grand Prix des Voiturettes
{Brescia) 18

Gurney, Dan 71

Halford, E. A. 42

Harvey, Major C. M. 24

Hawthorn, Mike 59, 76

Healey, Donald 50, 51

Healey 12, 54; Silverstone
50 1,50

Herkomer Trial g, 14, 15

Higginson, John 22

Hispano-Suiza 10. 30, 30, 55

Horch 14, 15

HRG 12; 1}-litre 42, 42

Innocenti 74
Isotta-Fraschini 16, 16, 37:
toohp 15; 28/70hp 16

Jaguar 11, 43, 73, 55. 86; XK
series 40: XKi120 48-g, 44,
49: Mark VII 4q9; C-Type
12, 58, 66; D-Type 12, 58,
58, 59: XKSS 58: E-Type
49. 58, 66, 66 see also SS100

Jankel, Bob 86

Jano, Vittorio 55

JAP engine 18, 19

Jellinek, Emile 14

Jenatzy, Camille 14

Jenkinson, Denis 59

John, T. G. 24

Kidner, Percy 22
Kling, Karl 59

Lagonda engine 53

Lagonda Mys5 and other
maodels 39. 39

Lamborghini 78, 79: Espada
78; Miura 13, 78—q, 78:
350GT 79; Countach 79

Lancia, Vincenzo 19

Lancia 10, 12, 58; Aprilia 38;

Lancia (Contd): Lambda
11, 19; Trikappa 19
Land Speed Record 25
Lands End Trial 11, 24 =
Le Mans 24-Hours Race 10,
12, 18, 28, 32, 35, 30, bo, b1,
81: (1923) 30: (1924) 20;
1926) 2r; (1927) 20;
(1930) 33: (1931) 37;
1932) 33. 37: 11933) 37:
1935/ 41; 11937) 41,423

(1938) 41, 42: (1939) 42, 43;

1959) 49; 59; 51,.53:

(1951) 49, 52, 53; (1954) 58;

1955) 58, 59: [1956) 58;
(1957) 58: (1958) 65;
(1959) 59. 67. 70; (1960) 66,
67: (1g61) 67; (1962) 67
(1963) 67: (19b4) 67:
1967) 74: (1968) 74
‘Levegh’, Pierre 59
Liége-Rome-Li¢ge Rally 6g
Lola 79; T212-T390 models
79, 79

Loof, Ernst 47

Lotus 67, 87; Elite 67, 67, 73;
Esprit 85, 85

Lycoming cngine 27

Lyons, Sir William 48, 40, 66

Mackinen, Timo 68

MAG engine 19

Marriott, Fred 15

Martin, Lionel 31

Maserati 12, 58, 64; Ab1500,
ABGES, 1508, 20085, 2508,
3008, 3508 and 4508
maodels 64, 6y

Matra 530 13, 75; Djet 75

Matra-Simca 75: Bagheera 75

Mays, Raymond 18

Meadows engine 38, 39. 42

Mercédes ‘Gordon Bennett’
6ohp 9. 14. 14: 40hp 14:
gohp 14; GP (1914) 21

Mercedes-Benz 12, 58; °S§” 10,
28 -9, 28, 29; ‘SSK’ 29, 29;
500K/540K /770K 29: Type
170 29; Wzj5 29; 3008L 39,
87:30058LR 12, 59, 59

Mercer Raceabout 17

Mercury engine 51

Merosi, Ing. Giuseppe 35

MG 54, 60, 62;: K1-K3
Magnettes 36; K3 Magnette
9, 10, 36, 40: 14/40hp 36;
18/8ohp 36: M-Type
Midget g, 31, 36; F-Type

Magna 36; ZA Magnette 61,

" MG (Comd;: T-Series g, 11,
6o, 61; TB 46; TC 46-7. 47,
TD 46; TF 46; MGA 601,
61, 70: MGA engine 81;
MGA Twin Cam 61; MGB
70, 70; MGB engine 81;
MGC 69

Michelott 81

Mille Miglhia 10, 28, 35, 36, 38,
45. 51, 64

Miller 35

Montlhéry 50

Morgan, H. F. 5. 18, 1q, 72

Morgan, Peter 72

Morgan 18-19, 72—3; Aero
18-g; ‘Grand Prix’ 19;
Plus Eight 72, 72

Morley, Donald and Erle 6g

Morris 36

Moss, Pat 68

Moss, Stirling 59

Moss gearbox 66

Moyet, Edmond 26

Napier 14

Nash, collaboration with
Healey 51

Nibel, Dr Hans 2q

Niurburgring 12, b4, 65, 67

Nuvolari, Tazio 36

OM 32-3, 33: Tipo 665
Superba 33
OSCA 74

Panther Lima 86; Six 86, 86

Panther Westwinds 86

Parry Thomas, J. G. 25

Pegaso 55, 55

Peugeot 21, 31

Pininfarina 635, 77

Pomerovy, Laurence 22

Porsche, Dr Ferdinand 52

Porsche 84; *356" 52, 52; ‘g11’
86: Carrera 86; ‘930" Turbo
13,867, 86

Powerglide automatic
transmission 63

Prince Henry of Prussia 15

Prince Henry Trophy g, 15

Pullen, Eddie 17

RAC Rally 56, 68

Railton, Reid 25

Redélé, Jean 8o

Renault engine 75

Ricart, Wilfredo 55

Riley, Percy 25

Riley Nine ‘Brooklands’ 25, 25

91



Riley engine 51

Robins, Guy A. 42

Roebling 17

Roebling-Planche 17

Rolls-Royce 32

Romeo, Nicola 35

Rootes Group 60

Roots-type supercharging 26,
35

Rosier, Louis 50

Rover V8 engine 73, 83

Roval Enfield engine 65

Rubin 32

Rudd, Tony 85

Salmson ro, 25, 37; 10-20hp
30-1

Sampietro, A. C. 50

Saoutchik coachbuilders 55

Scaglietti coachbuilders 65

Sebring 12-Hours Race 58, 6o

Shelby, Carroll 70, 73, 75

Shelby Mustang 73

Shelby-American Cobra 57,
70-1, 71

Simca 38

Singer Nine engine 42

Sports Car club of America 12

Squire, Adrian 40

Squire cars 401, 40

SS1 43; SS2 43

SS100 10, 43, 43

Standard 16 engine 43 (see also
SS100); Standard Little
Nine engine 43; Standard
Vanguard engine 72

Stanley steamers 15

Stutz, Harry C. 34, 35

Stutz cars 27; Le Mans 34 5,
34: Speedway Six 34; Black
Hawk 35

SU carburettors 81

Sunbeam Alpine 6o, 6o; Tiger
6o

Sunbeam-Mabley voiturettes
6o

Sunbeam-Talbot ‘go’ 60

Sunbeam-Talbot-Darracq 60

Talbot 60; “14/45 ‘Light Six
33:°90’ 33; “105" 10, 33

Talbot Lago 50

Targa Florio 71, 84

Thomson & Taylor 25

Tojeiro, John 57

Tour de France Automobile 73

Tourist Trophy (RAC) 10, 20,
23, 25, 31, 33, 36, 37, 49, 53

Triumph TR series 11, 13, 56,
6o, 65, 68, 81, 83, 84; TR2
56, 56; TRy 68; TRG 84;
TR7 13, 83, 83, 84; TRS 83;
Spitfire 81, 81; Herald 81;
GT6 81

TVR 8o, 8o, 81

Van Damm, Sheila 6o
Vauxhall Prince Henry 22;
‘30/98’ 10, 22-3, 22, 23

Vauxhall engine 85, 86

Veritas 45, 47; Comet 47;
Saturn 47, 47

Vignale coachbuilders 75

Volkswagen 80; components in
Porsche 52

Von Eberhorst, Dr Robert
Eberan 53

Walker, Rob 41

Watkins Glen 58°

Weber carburettors 78
Weller, John 59

Werner 28

Wilkinson. Trevor 8o

Wilson preselector gearbox 40
Wisdom, Ann 68

World Land Speed Record 15
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