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11-.I1e111 this l1e1:1l=: 11nd 11el111ewle1lge1"11e11ts
The Internet h.1d .1 I11t 111 1I11 with the 'de..1 I111 this h1111I1: in I11rL1n1s
1.-.1ri111,1:=.. tr.11:l1:1 .1111I 1;ir1.'11iI!.=1 '.-.-1.111: r'is.1:-11ss1:1I .1111] the 11111-1ti11r1
1:1fteh 11sI1e1I: wh11t ren111ine1I 11f the *r111_'I1 111-1I.111.1i' E'-.'er'.1 new 11nd
.‘1§.1,.1i11 5111111_1I111{I'.1 '1.-'.-111_1Ir.‘I E1115! £111 131.11 -1_.‘1lfi'1.-'1; ir11.1§1.: 11f .1 111i1:1_,1_: 11f
erun1hIing I1.1nI1i11;1_{_ 11r .1 f.1ded :11l'11e1‘isin11_, h11nrdi111g.

.11-.f11_-r 1=.1_'1_*ir1t§ 1j11i1_ t1_|r1_"g'. 111' tI1.1l _[_§r'1_1._1'_ 1111~11111ri.1I 111 tl'111151_' I1.1I1_'1,-'11r1
d.11.-s tI1.1t lies 1111.11 Eeims, I decided I hnd 111 s11e it f11r n11.1s11If.
Li'..-ir11J__ E11 5i1_fI11 11-I {_'r-1.-~5.t:.1I F'.‘.‘1l.11_'1_1 I I1,111_"1*.1 11f tI11_1 r1_'1r1r1E1r1t5. 111' tI1..1t
tr.11;I-1, .1nrI Br1111l1I.1111I:=.. .11. l111IirI.111 in tl111 l1'I.1'111:h F1‘.11|111l1Ii1: 1'11-.=.11lt11d
in .1 visit t11 the 1"-1=I.1s.1r1;.'I1rir1;e,. There 11111I then I 1.Ie1_'ided I11 visit
.1II 11f I:11r111111’1-1 I11-st 1.ir1'.11its .111rI -.1.-rite .1 111:-11 .1I11111t 11111 1111I-.1 1h1:1
hist11r';.' 111' the eentles. |1I.1t11Is11 whet remains 1:-1' then1 t111l11'1.1. This
1.1.1111Id I:1111..11r'11I'1i111-1I -.1.-ith .1 1.11-rt 11f tr.11.-1.~I r1.~|111rt11r 1.§1.1irI1- 1.1s.1.:rl
11h n11.-' 111-'-1'11 e:-1[.1erie111_'es-

.1-.1. 1,-1111 will 1.1.-1:, 11:1l111111;|1_r.1|_1l1-.1 is .1 I1-lg 11-.1r1 111' this I11111-I1,
I de1_'ided 111 tr1_.' 11nd find 11s n111111.-' |:1re1.1i11|_1sI1.-' unseen .1nd
|.1r11j11_|I1Ii5I11_"1:I |j11_:ri111jI 11.11.11.111-1 .15 I 1_r11_|I-II, .111-II .‘1It=.r1 1.1l1-;_~ 1.111111;
st-..1r'1ni1111, n1111I11r11 i1h.1;11_11s 11111.1!-111I1'. This Inst hit 1.11.11 .1 pr11hI11n1_.
I1111'.-'.-1_1'..'1_'r, ".15. |'1r1 '5.irr11_1I1,- 1111! 1_'.1|j1;;‘1lf1I1_~ 1111' 1E1I1,ir11J| '5.11,|r1r1ir11._§ i1r1..‘.‘11,_\§1_";'.
11fnn1.- 11.1111 - '111 11111 -11111111 .'1]1-.'-.1.111g.1.=. 1:.1p.1I1I11 11f t.1I1111e mw t'.1|11:1 11f
l|'l‘l-Jji-l_"i These "1i1_'l1.1res I did htwe which I intended 111 ser11| 111 the
111111-Iish1~rs I r.'th1~r 11t1111irII1.-' 1-1-111-11:=.11rI 111 1I.1'1.1Ii__1_1h1, f11r|1_111tting tI1.1t
the 1_'111'ner11 wt s I1111ded

I r11.:1:1'I111'I I'1:I|1, .'1111'ItI1..1l1..E1l111.: I11 th1.~f11r11111f.1 l.1I111‘1T1.:t‘I 1.-'11L1t1g
11h11t111_1r11pI1er I1';.' the r11=1r11e 11t G11'11i11 Ireland, wI111 111_g1ee1I 111 help
111_1t .1r1tI tr.1-.=1.:I 1.1-'i[I1 1111.: 111 tI11_* 1.ir1_t1it5 1I’11_1 I-1111I. {_..1'-.-'ir'1 I1£11‘I
t11I1en s11111ee111_'eIIentsh11ts 111 11e1_'1111"11:1.:1n'. 1111 11rtieIeIh11d written
1111 II11; Ei.|111rt5 'I{IÀ¿ r.11;i11_|1_ 1'.1_'ri1;1=., '.*.'I1i1_'I1 .1|j1|j11_'..'1r'1_'1'I i11 ."1.-;l'-11-|f1'1r:.||_1r1r.!
.I"~1'1-.1w.1. They '.'.'111'e f.1nt."1!1ti1:. I’n1 s1_11'11 11111.1 '1'.-ill 51111 .1 I111 11111re 11f
f_iEwir1's- w11rI1 111.1er the 11111-ct I-111-' '1“e.1rs.

‘1-'I."11 I1.1rI 111 1.111:i1I-11 whi-1:l1 1:ir1.:11its we 1.1.-1111Id f11.1t11r11. 51111111
were 11I11.'i111.1s: Er1111I1|-.111-ds. 11r11I F-teirns —|hetr111'I1whi1_'h 1_',r111'1_'s the
I111-1'1I.:’s f1'1111t 1:11'.111r, 1'111'1::1.'1n111l11 - I111t 11tl111rst1111I1. 11111111 t]11:111|11l1t.
We hud ..1 sh11rt|'st 11f 1_'ir1'L1i1s. s11n1-e 11Iwhi1_'h are h1er1ti11r1e1I in
the f11II11-.-.-ing 11-.‘ r.1111r.111h, t1111_1.:tI111r with I!h1~ 1111111111. 1.1.-I11.» tI11,-1.-
1Ii1.I11'trn11I1eitir1t11theh1111l1.

-ll

H111.1e11 |_1"£- [ss.1rts, Le 11.11.1111,. D11r1ir11J,|11r1 F'.1rI1. D1.1r11Ir1|-1|. 511.1
Frr1111:I11111:I'1.1n1ps-, M1111-111, I-'.'“.I1i111.1'1.', .‘i11Iit1111Ir.1, FtiI111-111g, Ii'.11st .11"1d,
11: 1h.1=1I.'iL1I. Diem;-e. .‘-"111-r1iL1ir;h F'11rI1 .1n1| Birn1ir11_',I11=1111. Eii11_',es was

'111'I11d11d 1111tiI .1 1.-1111; I.1t1-.11-11.11111-11-111111 f11.1t11ri11_11_ I11 1111111-11-1r.'1l'I'1|.' 1111:1135-1-
_11.1 st111.{,es. I l11we'-.'er. the 1_'ir1_'uit '11.‘-11s L1Itin111te|f.1 1Ir111111-ed -.1s we felt
‘h.1t 1.111111: 11f it 1.11-.'1:=.. 11111 I11 I1111-|1i1111 with th1- r1-st11fth1:I11111[-1. lh11
first 1_'ir1_'L1it 11111 11t the rL1r1nir1;1.{, 1.1.111: I?.11L1er1 Les Essarts. F-.|th11I..11_{_I1
11111_1.- .111 i111.r1.~1Iil:'1l1_~ 1.ire1.1it it's 11111-1 1111tl1i111.§ 11111r1: th.111 |1t1I1Ii1;,
r11111I, 11r'1dthere is '-.1er'§.1 little left 111 shew thnt it 1.'1'11s e1.-"er .1n1.1tI1ir1;=_=;
1_1Is.1;, TI1i5 1.ri11_~ri.1 ..1I511 rt1I1,-11 11ul I"-.’l1111tiI.1i1_:I1 F'.1rl-1, I_.l'i1_1|;1|§11_1 ..1r11jI
FtiI11:-ur1_1, .111d the snrne 131111 I111 s.1 id 11f 1"-.1ettet and E-11Iit1_1de, h111tI1
11f 1.1-'I1i1_'I1 I1.11.'1_1 11-r1I1_,' .1 srr1.1II I1|.1iI1:Iir'1;1J_ r1_~rr1.1ir1ir1_1I|, r1t1t 1_1r11_11_11I|I1 11,1
1111.1Iif'1.'.

|IZ'1.1r1dr11d: .111 e1-.111-e11li1-1e n11=1herr1 Irish '1-'er1L1e — I111! still in
11111.-_. .111 1111111111 '1.'11.1r I1iI-111111 1.t.1th11r f1:-r th1~ t.'I1=.t11r lI'ir.111rI |’1'i1-1. '11".-'11
1_'111.1I1|11'1 ih1_'I111Ie 1'ir1_'L1its 1h11t were still in use. 1111 the t111_11_=1h 1.‘-;1I|
hn1I 111 I11: 111.1111: t11rIr1:-11 5|1.1 I'1'Àl11'I111l’1'.I1.1r11|:'1:=. .1Is11. .1'1Ith111111_h .1
Ittrge 11n111L111t11t E-[111 is 11h11r11I11r'1e1I T11rn111r_' l_n111stI1.' [11.1I1Ii1_' r11111.I1,
ti'1.:11-'1 -5liII .111 .51,1i'1.'1_* 1ir1,1.1it11-11.1|111rti1111.111'1l11.~11I11I 1.111.|1’s.1.' — 1f..1r111_1
gees 1'11r Eh i111-.11.1.

TI11: 11r1jI1_*1’ r1-1' [I113 11.111 I15 was 1;-r11I11I1~111.11i1; .1r11:I '1.-'.-1_: l_i11..1II1I,' 1=.1_:tlI1_11jI
f11r |:11_1tti11g1I1e111 i11 11r1Ier 11f eI11-.=.1_1re. fr1111"1 first 111 I.1st.

F"1_|t1i11g tI1i11 1_1r11i1_11_'t I11;1J_1_1ti11_*r I1.1'5. i11'1-'11I'.-'1_11:I rr11_|1;_'I1 11111-r1_' lfI1..Jr1. I
in1.11:tjn1.111I it 1.1.1111 I1], .111.-1I :1 I11111-f11111111I11I1:11.-'11 I111I1111d11s-1111tnI111111
the '-11.111. s-11 |’1I IiI1e t11 th.11r1I1 ..1 few 11f Iherrt: F'11uI Fe11rr|Ie1_.1 11nd
.1[I .1t .'et1:1.'11r.1_111.1rr 111.1_11,.1:-:i111:; 11.-11111111111111 1‘11'11w.1 .1111"I .=11111'11.1,111'11 1-
Ft111| C1r..1ir11_{,er. "Jet-:1r|-ietl. 11r11l tlll 11t "-."e|111'e: E11|1 5eh1n1eli111__1,
l1L.1111l1i.1 1111111, Mnrtti .1'1Il1i11, H1 -1f~.1'11_1.g'.111 .11'11r1111111'.1.' 1111'.-.-1.|1.1|11:r, 1"1.1.111_.-
F-t11r_'h1:.;1111.I the .-HCC1. the Br1111I1I-;1r'11Is 1111.1se1.1n1. the Er';.'st11I F'11I11ee
1111_|51_~1,1r11, 1'_;I1.11.:11ti11 F'11th1,-1.11, the 1.11-1i r_Iri'-.11.~r .11 I-I1;I1.i11l1i .1ir|111rt,
Peter .|"-.‘111rIe'-.'. LF'1T |:1h11t111_1r1=1[_1l1ir_', Peter ‘11':1I'11e, Etef1111 l'v111rj11r11111,
.1r11jI T111111. .1r11jI H.‘1.~'1_'I ]r1.~I.111tI I111’ tI11-ir I111I.11:11II1_15£. |j.1ti1_:r11_1_', T1-1t1'.1
1|:1111_'i.1I ti1.1nl1s 11"1ust§_111t11f__i111.'i11 I111.-id IreI.111d f111':1f_1r1.sein1=_1t11
I11_1r_t1r111_1i111.'-t1I'.-'1_'1I ir1 |I11_1 fir'5.t 1_1I..=1r_t_',

5.5.C1:1llins
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lnt'reduc.tien
Scattered areunti EL|re[J-e are rings et crumbling Tarn'|ac which ence pla1,'e~tt hest te the high speetl theatre et lite and death that is
meter racing, These are net the e_reat eireuits et teri.=a1,*'s raciiig, hut the ~.r|::nues tit yt_1st:}r|:i;1-_.*’s- Huge, henlteci caulrirens ef empty
cencrete which were ence peuncleci hf; menster aert1|:|lane-engined h-easts -- their engines hewling new lie silent. grass grewing
ep threugh the t_It'E|t_':i-£5 in the traeiz,

Sinueus rneuntain ancl |:|ar|-:lan|:l circuits sweep hetween trees and threugh fields; seree have hacl new circuits huilt en them,
whilst ethers l1avet:|ee.n t-erwertetl iete put:-tirt: reacts. Ahanttunetl grarittstarttts and timing hex-es wait e.atient|';r- alter e lung-l'inis|it~tt
race; all new relics, full et fghests ef the past.

5t-.‘=|n-tlirtg en the ll}-artl-tirtg at Mertaa er Eireelslarttls, er [J-eering threugh the trees at tlrystal Palace er l3rne_. these ghests are palpable:
ye-u can alrnest see Eire in ii-".en1u|us rushiitg dewn the pglacle with Elehsen and Ma}-s in hetpursuit, whilst up en EreeltIane|s' Hyileet
lsanl-ting yeu e1qJ1_s_'t te see lu-hn CelJL1 Fly past in the Napier Railten; while the the hairs en the is-at-It uti necl-t stantt up as Percy
La nthetl strides past.

These circuits are very n1L|ch alive in the merrleries et these whe were there. anti l:|-1|.“ reputatien ier these tee yeung te have
heen, Mest are new ahantleneti; left te the elentents, anri en-tier thre..=tt ef tiernelitien er retteveleprnent, I felt new was the time te
remember these great ecliticesl. these Ftutedremes-, he-sts anti piaygreunds te the great Ged 5|:|ee|:l-

Cit the eiretiits censir_lered tell Eure|;|eae] |T‘|E|It':,-' were deeihed net interesting, eemelete, er signil'ir;:.ant eheugh fer inelusiee in
this heel-:- "."'t-‘hat we have here, then, are the nine venues that we censicier te he the greatest ahanclenecl circuits.

These are the .-ttutcrtl re rites-.

'5 - 5:.-'| _ . ' I |
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Phetegraehecs lntreductien
The phetegrap-h y fer this heel: has heen an ene rm eus |_1rivi lcge- Te cl imh the hanl-ting ef Ereeldands, er watch the evening sun fade
en the hteims rte-rlium where Wimille, It'“.aracciela, I-angle anri Clark t'||t‘|t'.t‘! steed, is te feel the very heattheat ef meter racing.

Linlting the nine chesen circuits is this ahiiity te stir the emetiens ef these even vaguely aware et their past glery- Serne — the
hltirhtirgring Sudschleife, ltleimela - are me re ehsctire than nth ers, hut he less enthralling fer it- The Eiffel tracl-: a lss'.=3-"s in the shatlew
ef the legendary hlertlschleife; the leng-fergetten Finnish venue's shert histery as varied as any circuit in the werl .

Then there are the trely e|;|ie hattegreeeds ef meter racing histery, P-.‘~.-'L.'E-, se chilling in its simple eereese; |'vtr.|-n.1.a, where ene
can sit in the ferest with l_e tvtans |:|-retet"y|:ies racing en the current circuit, fully estpc=ctant that their li:l5t}s equivalents will ceme
rna ring arnund the hanliing at any me rnent.

tvtest mevirg ef all was te watch the final races at L"F.utedren'|e de Linas-tvtentlhc-ry, and stand as anether great and histeric
tract-: slipped eut el life an-d inte histery.

In the very last phetegraeh ef the heelt is a hlemish, an ire|:|erfect'en. The seecl-i" en |'vtentll'|ery“s distant hanlting is a meped-
heund security guard whe, shertly after I shet my last image ef the dee"necl traclt, instructed rne that it was tee dangereus te lee en
any part ef the haniting, despite it remaining setid after mere than seventy years- lhis fasticliees, institntienalised aversien te rislt is
perhaps aliege rical ef the clesu re ef serne ei these circuits, and the cenfnued emasc ulatien ef many mere tracl-ts ac ress Eu repe. Few
‘I.-'-.-'»|;i|_,|||t‘| welceme a return te the lethal dangers pesecl hy these circuits in their clay, hut surely there is se-me middle greund hetweeh
the caged spectater enclesu res and hasic cernets ef te-day, and the thri ling intimacy ef these autedremes?

I weuld enceurage all whe read this heel: te visit these rnenurnental traclts I;-eferc they d1sa|;|eear entirety, and sueeert the
effects te |:rreserve thern. l"-tigel lileeheclt has written ef Fermuia Cine that he can thinlr. ef ne ether s|aert with such iittle regard fer
its heritage. I hepe that this ereves untrue et rneter racing in general, as these circuits are ingrainetl with the ltistery ef the. spurt.
They still rese nate with a passien that is the lifehleed ef racing. if my phetegraphs can cenvey even a fractien ef this, they will have
succeedecl in their aim.

Gavin D. lrela nd

H f'-t-'l:-_- t|;|l I -_:||= ||i-'i'-=1'-- ..|| r. .
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Drieieai eaten Greed Frat HÀilwÀt 5’"FIlE-Il"T
ceurse.

Elytleet Banking

Trains rattle past the eld straight, carrying cemmuters en their
interminable trudge frem the Surrey tewns ef Weir-ing and
tliuildferd teward Lenden. En reute the sharp-eyed amengst
them will have neticed a cellectien ef apparently abandened
aereplanes; there is a large building site nearby, where werl: is
well under way en a sh ert circuit. but the cemmuters are un liltely
te linew that. They are tee busy thinking aheut iiitegrated
management acceunts te realise that they're flashing past an
area where wheels ence seern ed te sereut wings.

Befere Elireeitlands there were ne autedremes; nething hut
the edd event en temperary circuits, such as the une at nearby
Crystal Palace- .-a.s far as meter racing circuits ge Etrnnldands is
the Genesis; prier te this ere-existing paths and reads — built fer
uses ether than rneterseert — had heen used.

The histery ef Ere eltla nds begins in liittllh in Eiicily. is-tetering
enthusiast Hugh Fert-escue Leche-Hing watched the Targa Flerie
race that year, and later the French Grand Pris, neither ef which
had any British entries, The rea sen fer this, Leeite-It-‘ting surmised,
was that as the Lllti was stifled by a hlanlr-et .i1t_iIn1|:|h speed limit,
there was ne way a British Ina nuta cturer ceuld cerneete witheut
having access te a permanent test and race venue- Lncite-lriing
called tegeth er te ‘I-"'tfeyiIttidge in Surrey all these at lil-te mind and
thrashed eut a plan-

hline menths ef hard werlt, river diversien, and railway
building later it was ready- at 3.135 miles {.5-.i-_:l.:'ii".'.l'l"I_il leng, the
werld’s first purpese-built meter circuit was finished. Reughly
eval in shape, the enter circuit was wide and fast; it had twe

lfi

"1.-'_: |r_:|'|.;1| I ‘fill '_-:_i:_|".'_

i-ti-.': "|'| :'|-.'.-|':1: F--='! |'|h.l :'n.';
I:..;tI |._-|'.;t Ei'_'.;-||r__1t|t

I Ic---'--|,- ' --"-|'||=-r'

. l:-a‘:l'|.-.|l'|-Ti :Et':".|.'i
‘Jichers

unic|ue, huge banked cerner-s at each end, the lenger and less
hanlr-ed efwhich was ltnewn as the Byfleet Bani-ting. the steeper,
sherter hanliing near the padde-cit and race Ht} the er-:cIusive
Members Hanl-ting. The entire venue was set up lilte a herse
racing circuit with a starting and finishing straight cutting its way
between a ltinl-: in the traclt at the ’ferlt" te the Members Banking.
jehn lIIel::|-lji, whe is syne|i'ynte'us with Hreeitlancls, described a
run areund the traclt in the Ifiiiti be-elt Meter Racing:

The enter circuit.
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"“"r"e-L| cannet tal-:e a really tast car en ruli threttle right reund
Iittatt-lr.l.tr'||fIs_, sirtt,-|_~ tjtisite apart frilna the |1IifI'ir_uIIit_::_=. II-I: the E‘-'y“'It_*t_"[
Efaniting and the tvtemhers Etanlting there. is a quite unh-ar'1:etI
-|_ |_|rvt_1 r-:_:t1|||tl' the ".-'i|_ ltt_'1'-5 Elie-tjl I.vI*it_h is net at till t_'as.y Itt I_._tn:_ I-tit; at
fuil speerl. This c-.irve, as a matter ef fact, is made inert: diff'cuIt
l‘.|er_aL|se the driver ef a car 1- enling fast e-ff the slept: ef the El-y leet
Eta-|"=iring cannet see clearly areund the turn, which means that
if the car is traveiling at I fit-in1|1h -IEHI I lt|Jl!': er rrrtr-re, ant-I .|net'r1er
sl|1wtr|', ;n‘|st':t:n car is t|t‘| the t'tII"|.-'t'r hut t.lt1st" I-:1 Tl‘|t': sitttti, the
situatien hecernes very difficult rer the driver et the faster r_'-tr.
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e's the first herne et the Brit-‘sh Eran-e‘ Frta. The scene here is the start er‘ the taas race. ft-?eerte.st»’ i_ri'.ii

"The turn itself haste he iedged very like a tu rn er er-tual radius
||-r1 the rt |at_‘i- Tht_t |,'asr.: vvilh whit It The -ear grate‘. rt_1t.'|'1t'i t'it_~|]|t_~n-ij-s l[|-
ne little er-ttent en esactly where ene leaves the p receding Eiyfleet
Fittrtltittg, aijltjleljl It] wl|it_h, if the 1.-vin-|_'I is in a t_'erI.ai|1 -:iirt_~t_.tir|r1, it
seems te heunce eff the side ef the 'y'ichers Shed and tends tn
Iaush a fast car Ire-var-tls the inner elil¿l.‘ til the Irach.
” I he run eetn the Heme E!-anhing is t'umparativeIf,- easy, theugh
again it is necessary te select the right pesitien ef entry, and a
t.ar's width up nr dnwn will malte ail the difference tn the tern;
hut eece en the hanl-ting the driver's diIfic'=_rIties are net ended,

ii
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f-ttr in .a rttalter nil‘ fifty ya eds er s-ti tltere is a t1ltI|E.t |j|-t_"|;_'t_|I iar pertitt-rt
ef the traclc I-_,]Iuite what is the matter nnhedy seems te I-tnew.
There is nu had hunlp, the radius el the turn dues net seern te
alter, hut at this precise spet the car tends tn swerve up er dewn
in a manner whicI' is mest alarming when first enteunlered, and
it is etitremely difficult te cress this peint at any time with the
threttle wide eper. This particular peint in the traclt tal-tes every
hit as n‘|t|t.lt linew'ng as a cnrner en the read-

" Fu rther en the car is sheltered hy the Ivlemhers Hill, as it n-ins
reund the tep ef the Heme Hanliing, hut this has its drawI'|a|,lis
heca use the machne cem es eut frem under the Ivtem hers Bridge
iusl wl1ere1l1t_1 l1il[t_t_1ases, and ifthe wind is hlewirtg irt a t_|_1rtain
directien it tends tn ma]-re the t:ar swerve tewards the tep ef the
harllsirtg.

“is. little further still there is anether prehlem. .-as the Heme
Banlting sweeps dewn tn the Railway Strt ighl it cresses ever a
hridge straddling the Iitit.-er ‘v‘I.’ey. Pessiltily ‘his h-ridge has settled
semewhat; in all events the traclt sudden y slepes tlewnwards,
and a set,tinn ef it resemleles a ltutnp-hatrterl hridge, heteming
mere humped tewards the tep ef the hanl~ti"|g, cutting the cerner.
as it were, ente the Ftailway E-traight, the h|um|:|, thnugh had was
net appalling. If, en the ether hand, the car has te run at iull speed
near The tr:-|jt rt-I‘ the hanltirtg at this pt}-inl, it leaps irttti Ih|_1 air fer a
very censiderahle distance, and alights ente the Ftailway Straight
with a crash whith certainly tlees he geed te the mechanisrn."

the first Isreeltlands events tee-I-r place in mid- I titii’, and were
ptthlitly hailed a success, httt Elreeltlands really suffered frem a
fair few tet-tning treuhles in the first few years nf its e:-tistence,
including Iew entries ter races and, mere werryingly, Iew
spet,tater Ittrnrt-ut. Iirepitttcitts tit. |,.t|-|'|‘||'Jl|,:It_~ fit S-t_'.IIl, l‘tar‘|t_‘Iit,-|'l al‘1||uI
at the time ei the circuit’s cenceptien, Ieel-ted Iilte heceming
rtjality, f_i-|jtt,'t,tatr::i's t_i:|Tt|jtIair1-|_~|jI that the vast rtaturt: ttf the vertue
made it hard te fellew the races. and car identificatien was
t'iiffit_'|_||| as the run ly vva y te cit: this was hy the |tlr'ivt_'rs' irJt_'ltt_*y-|iltt_'
celeured sillts. This situatien did net change until Iiitiii when
ri-.. ‘sf. EhhIewh'te persuadctl the Breeltlands r"-uternehile Cluh te
feature numhers en the sides ef t:empeting cars-

.r"-t the heg'nnin_g el the l"itIt!i seasen a meeting was held at
the tracl: it tr air ateur drivers; lap times were tal-ten in the merning
and the race rt n in the afterneen en a handicap system. Eleven

If

The werfts rattstrn Seven et .-srcnie Frazer-Nash pits during the
t.'Z'S't3' Junter Car -Stub Detreie TE‘ race. .g’tZ.‘eurtes_y can

t_rn|||jtt_'1itt1rs started arttjl s-|_~vt,'|| tirtisiteci willtitt the sarrte titte-
and-three--:|uarter minute peried: the race was wen by iust ten
yards. This was art ertciting race and the Elreeltlantls errtecutive
neted this-

r"t private cempetiter list wt s tlrawn Ll|_1. aleng with a set et-
regulatiens which included the "eIIe-wing:

1" is private ce-mpetiter sha I have ne direct interest in the
autemehile er accessnry irdustr'es,

tr P. private cempetitec shal neither enter, ner drive in any
raceat lirenhlands a veitit e wit], It is the priiperty nf a persen er
persens having a direct interest in the auteme-bile er acct-ssery
industries.

I Ft. private cntnpetiter shall net accept any fee er
rernuneratien ef any ltintl, whether direct er indirect frnrn any
firm er individual fer driving er entering a meter car in any race
er ce n1 petitien.

I F-. private cempetiter shall he entitled tn enter ferand drive
in races. even theugh, by their cenditiens, the races he epen
It: ttthers i'!|t_*sid|,: p-rivatt: |,'.||t‘|tt't-etllttrs, l'tL|I il‘| rar,.t_.-s fttr privatt;
cempetiters they alene shall he eligible te cempete-

This set 1:1‘ re-_t-tulatitt-r's — alctng with the If-ififi amateurs‘
meeting - is mest certainly the rent ef British cluh racing. and
alsn-, perltaps, rrtacie trttttn-r ratitig a spurt rather titan the st_'it_'||t_'e
that the tep level ef cempetitien always was and has been
since.

frtegular meetings regarding racing events and alse speed
recerd attempts teelr. place en the cirtuit. S. F. Edge set a Erl
henr speed recerd ef almnst hhntpltr I 'itIl miles iltt-h-2 lhlrp-h.r'
2SsI=il.Itt]:iltm]. In Ittt .i Percy Lamhert set the euter circuit speed
recerd. lamhert at,ltieyed a lt.'i'!i.H-ilntph |']hF'-ItiitpIt] lap hut felt
he cettld ge faster, se a few menths later made anether attempt
-I1l"| the rer_t:r-ti, whit_ h he prittttiseti his wt trrietl fiartt,t_i-|_" wt tulctl he
his last ever as it was due te tal-re place a very shert time hefere
their wt_'ij:Iciirtp_, The atterttp-t was ir1tjl|_1t_'ci his last as [luring i1 he
crashed and was ltiIIed-

Tlte ettthrealr ef war in 'lEil-“l effectively clesed the circuit fer
siti years altheegh it did try tn carry en regardless: the last prewar
meeting eccurred the day hefere the euthrealr. ef hcistilities-
During the war in F115 twe mntnrcyce race meetings were
held; '.-5-.II lshal-ti' and “Llnited Services‘- after the armistice it teelt



- _ I I-‘I I

__.--""

_|,|I"'

- ‘-—- I ‘I I -—I _

in _ h _ H ii‘?

- H H_arFt$-- Hr?

:|_'§_-__ |. _ _-._

H .I|I!"'-='.r"'."l-" --'-E ‘g’
-1 E. I -J-_ I-

|_||t_L:t_'-|'i]|1g.1 |_|r1[i| |'-il§.'I.'] [ta r|_~'_1[t:rt_: the 't-'t_'|'t:t_' [ta ;|[r_|t+|j| t|-r¿er .¢|t'|t_'r
the st":-Eirl tf,-'rt.*.=.~ mt rniiitnrf,-' 't-'t':ltit.Ees hnrl plaq,-t:~rJ |‘|I|'..-'t|-t.' at-£t|"| t"-e
Lirettit :iLtrl';a-t.‘-e.

the Jtmiur flat" Iflluh helrl the first nf tn; fE|l‘:'lt'rtJ!=. 1[H] mi tr
L|-t't':-';-I-L5_. anti I"-»’lu|-t_'-t.1||'r| '[_';||'|1tJE.1e|I |‘l'|LlL|L' at relurrt t-liter serving, in
the amp,-, hut the mre '.*.-as wtm he ant:-t|*t-t.-r |'|t:e.- t}1.mi|inr |1.El|T|t'.
I lerlrj,-' 5!_"L1;t_',F-H-"i." in Ll Talhtlt.

H-|'||nlt|Ft|tt'1:=. is mt; uri_r_1ir"|t1| Imtm: -t:-t' the Hritiqh EILr:||"|rl Pri:-;
|.1r1 -:_-1.-'er1t Ittter |"e|t1 ."'.’r Brands H;=|tL'|"|, .¢'ti|"|t'ee. an-LI e|.|rre|".’r|'gs

|"._;_I,""

-""" HDBILDIL
‘F

I

_H¢a:r--'

"1

E5i|'-;t_*r-;'|1r+r1|_"'l, The ir1;||_||;.§|,|r.;‘.|| 1_"et_"r1[ [rm-lt 51-|5|t_'t_' t:| -"'.|_t_t§|_|5| 111’ l"-IFI!'_|-
hut, |1t:-t;."=tt5t': the -:1-;.|=tt:-r t:irt:uit was |::|ee|"r|t:r:| nut quite riglit fer
l1'_'|r't-||'|r_| Prht |_r__H11|:_:t_'1Hir_rr1, 1.||_~|_+5 ~.~.-t_~r|_1 !t||+;t_'r! 1[_1 r1|.t-'al;t_~ the t_t_1|_|r5-|_*
t'|‘|t:te t'u|'|tir'entr1|- As El. rermlt twu t:|"|it=1nt':s - Tt1|*|1F".|m:.rg,- anrl
rretie eut 1:1‘ 5e|r|t|h;=|r'k*=i — were tltided tmtrr the end cat‘ 1|‘|e
1'i|1is'r|i|"|g srrnigltt- ||11'~ trad: T|‘|e|‘| _it1ir1t:r| the Men"||t".|t:r.-=. [-E:||'||-tin§_=,.
turni|"|;t_{, t||1ti-L'|t1eltwi5e alÀtl I-::||r_1-e.-irte thet.1u’rer L'irt_'L|51;1it1r15tt|1e
[*=L‘|i|1.-'-.-'.=‘={,- Fitrstipht, r|"|t~|'| rt:-tmrl the Ii-5.-|'It:et |'].Àrti'-;'ir‘|L|I_ 1.'~.-"Hit In f-:1-ir'|t:|I|
the fin]-5hi|1e,s1rni;t_§,l1t. ti entries were reL'ei't-'ed: at etntatl rield at the

I 3

1'15



__.-I.-"J-—-"' :

J‘.-

"'|II-

.§t/
: "

i
-r

1-I 11,
I-r_ J -I

-I.
‘-

I1HI"-"-"

"ll .

'.";31
#1*-

-‘“"1...3*"? -.'II

I'-I

I

Iv.'!II"l'

V

. -— -""-1-‘

| '-l_l‘,||'_H ,..,.- --_- ~=.- -»;

' -15' 1
"""‘:-Ff "~

_;|In.:*"'_,1" '3“
.IL-

|.L--."I"'-;_I_.:L-IT1|-
':-.2;-**"';‘-.‘~.-1

=-73--?'I -.'-p--_{':
1-ii-__$-||!_l:J_~_

\EfL"'|-’II'f_;-
1"‘?-s1'\-'-;-5'5

41!".

.4“

n_.|-

f“'r~
-I"

'1"-

_,“,_,,.,t.=¢1:=~h

ER’ICK
_-I--I

_-'—
1- -"-'-

-ll"
I-

J‘*._ _.t1
Il_|‘¿g :~;'.{.3"

I..-_--.
'-..II‘

—\.

F“
'|T;-'..5L'-FL_-__"1'‘_-

nu -.an-.--_-=
"'."1-T-¿t..._;f¢

_ .--"""T -"-- H-"'.."'.'-""'~. It. .' ' ' ' ‘J
___.:___-_-:|--|-_q-!u_II'I"' '1" L-I 151.1‘ -11"" ¿r _ . _-

‘ H - "“‘--F-'-'2- M7‘ ' ' '
__‘ |-‘ll-__-F " -r_ '-In _ I -

pl -~.. . ‘* --'|-" -. .' -_
1' _ -1|: =|- ..-j"'-

="-:r*-";. -.1. '

.'F"]||‘ -I-II | ;_:

i-Fr . C-‘El -

J

I 1
-.|"'

- ‘ITH
rq‘_lI

‘- um:

E;'-'-5*-1--"
w"

H"-
1'-IDANBROUKLS L1 '3!‘

-- ----—--* .1-qt . t-L-t,--1-3-t;-:5; Ni" "
.-.--I I F‘ I

'-!_.-' '| I .__ _-

_‘ _

I ‘Ir
-.hp

H‘.j:_3.
|I--‘I .-I:.,\i:||-

-
—

I

-_r‘

.||.r"' '

1. '- L. 1 ._

|I|_.-
I

‘”*£§?~.t.+:‘h»W

if

'1'!‘-

,r"""-
-.."'-

-A in-

L-L-ii 3‘ ,r .

_ J‘ -.,
t. ~*: *5F{$L

I_l- .

E?

.1--_,_,,t_-.
--liq.

AH-'1
-+-"Hcl*- 1* ..-.

. 1II

if
J.

1-"

:1 ,'.'_.
~T:lr’.?.---"'

1-;-_.- =~.



Fer the E135 JCS thterhettehet T:e,r:.~hy seeeiet Cf‘.|f-S-HtiE'5 were
seeee te the trees at the tert-t. The smeethest ehahhet ter the
sh-.-ter ears; the harshest ter the testest - ah ."hteresh'hg system
tilt hath-5'i'|?tt,eieatg. f'$Dtt."l‘|3'51," t_.À| ij

tiirte ‘f-it -:_ are ttml-1 the Etta rt, II'|rt_'t_' T._‘-iII}r|-[E., II|rt_'1t_* f_.I't_'I.;‘|;,§_i_'-5, I"-t’Ia I-l_ r|Irr1
Cantehttll in a Bugatti, Gtttirett Etgsten in his Piste-n tstartin, and
Frank I Ialt'erd’s llalfertl Sp-eeial. -"after ‘I ‘Iii lees ef the .E'.[: rrlile
t4-ittl:|n_i eeurse l~teI'iert !'T-enet:haI and Le-uis Wa;:.t__|"|er entereetl
1-tir.'terieus in their Delaee.

the it-.ttt:r i'.i|'t'eit rt-rnrrl was h||tI~_,- euntt-sterl twttr tI'|-:-1,,-'~:-ars,
and speeds increased rapidlft. Haste Den werl the [Jetty Heraid
Im,r1h-;.r|'awarrIt_~rI he the pa|eer fer fastest rIri'-.-er amend the tra-:_hi
in a elese fiit__ht with ’Tirn’ Birltin, ltIaf,re's Sunheairi lat:-pine, at
|fi.?',==-t‘!i|n|_1l1 |j£tl't.-ittii-tp-it], In It-}_t.'t Ftirltin snalt,hed the ret,e-rd in
his red h.ewer Bentley, eIer_'l-:ir|;e, iIt.T-'1tt1|T||::|h !I".IIE.iJI'i5II~;|:-Itfl. ts-tere
1.-'-.-'a'5. tn t_n|r1e, I'1-I1‘.-".-'t_"'-'-I_"I“ .-"in .-_t|Ir11it§l1ti,' E-i_ rap -|_~r15 |_ie1jl ft:-r |1|_1ter -|_ in:_ |,|it
suptrritirite; jehn Cehh wen eut in the end, Ia|1|:-inle; at i4.'in'|eh
l_I’.ti{].Il-tt:-ll] ir1 the hlapier-Railterl-. flis r_ar rerrlains at the trtleltfs
ineseurn, maintained in t'uII'g,- werhine eeitditten.

ht new r_'|erIt ef the t_'e-arse was a[J|Jeinted in ltt'.tiiJ, F"erL'1t
|:trarIIe';,- ineenterl anether r.nurse Iaetttit fer Hrtruldands, the
'i'-»“|e|.|ntain' eireuit- 5-intplft, it ran up ente the l'v1en'|l1-ers Elanhine
frt:|r‘|‘| flit: I-i|*|iI;I‘|ir'|~|'_F| 5!l’£|ij.t_I‘|i, ftillti-wi_'t'l it t.I|i|, I-;'|a.'i5t: i'l-|J'wr‘| Iii the
ferlt, then hard right up the finishing strai,1_{_ht- The shert tast
tratlt l'|11_"|;'lE-l_.|i't._‘[I 'I,1'_:|- r1"|iIt,'5 [L'.l.'fl'II-t]- Ii_.i'l_HIi1!lf| it If-I_'I-h |".;]-l_1_" rim -l‘l|'1
the t'-»'|eu|'|t:i|'| t_'irt_'|_|it Fta'g,tn‘|en|:I .'-hays estahlished the nteuntain
-l_|'l|_.|l'E|-l_" l"1_‘-l_-t'|l'l_'I a1i'l--“I-,_i'I|:r1|j|h l_'I:iH,h-fl-I-t|j1l1],

.-itnetlter t:e~|'|fi_t_t|_|ratien ef Etreeldands was used fer the first
'|nternatier1tiI Trr.1|'Jl1;r’. ft .'li..Ii:"i' rrtile i5.4'.?|l-trlti eeurse was
used, and the relline start ti-ti-tIttt’t’r.:~t'I en the |=taiIwa'g,- Straieltt,
with -L-.lF‘:i runnine, reund the ML'n1l1ers Eianlsine, and ente the
fi|1ishi|t_e__.straif_tI1t. At the enrl ef the straigltt a left-hantlt-H hairpin
en a linlt seetien ran up te the feet et the test hill, trer1 where
the |,et|rse in-tilt a right-hantl hair|ein titre-e,e;Iw a hit ef 5 wi;i.tj.}_Ie
and reieinee‘ the t-»‘|e|'nl'iers E!ar|I~:ini=; tee--ards its eenelusien. The
i_ar5 wi1|,|I-;':I [I*|t_~r1 r|_1r1 {:I»:i-wit [H |fI‘n_" ftitlt e']l'1[I t:|"||r|- the ."'|-"I|1_‘l'l"lI'l-lI_!l":'|
Etanltine.

Hl_"i_'l."|.'[_'lI_'|l l'f§l[IF' artijl I'f-iI:i.'-" Ttrririhlariel-5 re.E|II1_,r w._‘-I5 |l1t_' l|r|r1tt_'
et meter ra-::in;=_t in Britain, hut in the I‘-Jltiis it faeed seme stiff
i_err1|ae1itier1 frem the read -l_fi'L'L|Ilf at [Jer1ir1t!__ler1 Perl: and the
return e1'i'In,-stal |’aIat:e te the n1-eterse-ert seene- lhe lzireel-tlands
-"'- Liternehile Racine, Cluh res-[Jended te these read L'e|.|rse |.||.1s1arts
he t:unstrut'tin_e_ nne 111' its it-wn. [he new tiittiuii ran its first rate
en lst ."-eta}-' l‘.t.iF-

F‘rir1t_'t_' ':I'|l_JII;'l T_il1al;r'£|I]i1r1!]_5t_~ |1f Eiiarn t_*n1|_1rt_'-;':I hi5 ':|-'-l1l._Jl'|Ell_"|'
eeusin Bira in the first ra-t:e- He deserihes the new eeerse in his
lft.il-ft It-eelt lie-att' Star flat Tn'r_'lt.

The desiiztnens ef the 'i'“.a|"n|eheII -::irt:uit hart gririd spet:tatri|'
i.-'isil1iIit}-' in rnintl. and in 'II'|I5-II"|i_‘}-' sLier_eeded adrr|irah|'_,*. V‘-"he‘her
the t.in'.u it trult,-' reseinhlerl real read ITl|.'.Il'l:I.1,_lIIIiIIlI'lIl'i]TI1Ill'lF| has si "tet-
heerl the sahjeet et rnur_'h dehate. The new L'irr_'L|it is ef the ’read-
t.en~|-trat_I-t' sariete as at .'ste-rttIhtf~ri_,- in Iiranee, thttttglt here there
was n*||.|L'h less read. There's new a read whit_'h runs paralle tt1-
the eld 1'inish]n;|.t straijaltt en the t:-pet tsite side ei |l1|,tpatIt;Iet,lt, tntl
it's here that the start is Ien:_'atecI, at the end ef the Ii ne ef eseellent
t_'t:|r1t_'re|t_' |:|it';'., with a |jIet_'l-; fur 5|:|ei_[.atr|rE- air at the .""-Iftl'I']l,Il'_t1|"fllE;,

Frem the start the read runs tewartls the test hill, where there
is ti sleep tern te the ri;._§I11[Tt."5I I till ll-air|:JirtI_ Tl1e read shirts the
hill until it jeins the trael: at a shat|e left-hand t'.t:l’t‘ltt|' tlÀanl-tine
Bendf-, then taltes in a fast stre|Lh ltnewn as ‘flat eut l1Iind' alene,
theltanhineufthetrael: until itdeseentls intetht: Hailwai,-Straight.
Here, near the see-axsge tarn1, there’s a sharp left-hand eerner
fI'='.t‘liI'n.'£|'5.t Turns] and the new rear] htteirts, rttttttittfa parallel with
the Railways Stra ii_{,I'|t, turning rieht iheredrt:-me Cu ntei and eeine,
rirt Ifuwar-t'I [lie Hivttr "|."'I.f|t:'5,-' [Sahart Eilra i;.1l1[], wiiii_l1 i1 t_.t-|15'E.t_:5 .E|I-[er
a sharp left-hand t|_| rn |jHt1~we's Cernerl- It then eresses the eld
1'ir1i'5.i|in§1 5[r.ai;.:I|t at at 5Ia||1 an-it iriinE. the |j1it';'., Tl1i';'| irtt-i_~rt_'E.|fir1_iE|
t_'irt:uit, whit:h nteasures ale? miles |.~i.t-hit-tltnti, can he seen
alntest in its entirety t'rer11 ll1e-"--Ierr1l'iers I Iill.

'-".|||'r ||I F-l|'.|u |'

Hal-'..|'.' _||||

|'.'I|:'||::|.|:|
|_i'|'|'-:|'-;|

I'1i|'||'.|El|.||.||l

l H:..-|':.l ||||

Fl:|||lI|||§; Fl|I||'l

The C.5'rt.Ir_|tJ-ett eireett.
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The tL1ah1,r.‘»:11-e-til‘ efh:-hit ta aes’."t."en te -'3-"eeh'."ahes. Here. stte Fte-thee teees ifFist she‘ ttta-.sera tr as .|‘--tehthers t ti-‘I
."es."r.s eh- |j'£3een‘e t t-‘- it

The first rate run eh the new ititl'_I'i was erjaanised lw the
tsrnnhlanrls .-iti|ten"ehiIt- ttatiine Iilluh, anrl was tl‘|t' tIarn|1ht:II
Trttrslw race: ttiti laps. BEE: rhiles |I.th.t.FIe*1l_. and epen te ears et
atw t;||];|t it'5,-'. II"-1," tastes! |1rattitet?ntenl En" 'i'Ist:-ts '-.~.-as set I‘|'_t-'
Wat‘-ter aheard an EFt.t‘-.- .+‘-. eeetl eritl teel-t the start, with entries
lt:_'tl'|:i';Ii|!i;I-"IiII1ll Ftira in the It-i§|1__ |"-.-'It-|'_=.t_'|;|ti_, tri.|i _t1,.s|_1[t§Ii_"t:t '1 '§tlIfIt_'t_ FE-its.

th-

Fs |r|t_'.'|1tit.?|I'|It_' |fIir,'e I“.-t_'1wei_"r1 Hira antfl It:-rtjil Hti-w|_: ttnil-: |fiIat_e It-|,|t
entletl ha-tII'_tt with t-tewe suffering a rather nast';t sh._|nt as his t'ar
hit, the [j:|Jr.a|j|-|_"t tit [I'=t_' tt|rie';-§t_' -:11.-er the Fitis-'t_'r 1|.'I|l.|l|:_":|-I, The [1-e-t_'r '-".-'.;_"|:|
tttrewn elear and hre.-te sense rihs, tI"|eeeI1, I"-ae_eiI';.-,. ntade a fut:
r|_tr_'r_:-'-,-'t_'n,-' ar1t'I r|_~t,trne-|_l |r_| |r1r|-[tar r._a-|_i||t;, Eira w-i_~|tt en ti: win the
l'.‘|t.t: ::‘| tl‘|t: I"-"|.‘|!=.-t'rr‘t1i.

_
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I-5l.|:t.'e.e the test t-tttt I‘-.-'.:t.‘.r_r_1.-In ete'r.ir|5r the t3'tthte;;| a'e"t;|t|'ee t.ete."ne.n'en.et,' Test t-t.-tt eah t;.~e te the test et the
_etettire- .ft]er_.'rtes_',t t_,-5| t_.I

In If] If-l the t_.itt_.t_tit tltt-st:t':I tut the |'Ittt’atht|‘| nf ".-"'|."t:-:'It'I War E,
and was used instead he I-Iawl~;er and ‘t-'ir_'hers te huild r_'err1hat
ai:‘t_ raft. Ft sl it, e was t_.L|t tittt t:-f the Es-'1'It_'tj*t Ha ll I-;ir1_|.?| ttt al I|_|1.'-.-' .at_:t,ess
free": I31.-'st|:-r Lane-

.-"ttt_er the war there 1.-1-t_'rt_' |r1|11.-es [ta ret]|Je|t the t_'irt_'|,|it, h|,|t tire
tIa|na;=_te te the at_=__ed t:ent:rete was tgtt-r‘|st|:it.-r-erl tu-tt- ses-'ere. "-."|t:I~:ers

tnttl-; It-‘I.-'lI!t' th-tr site ar'||'I |t‘|t1t| tt's|‘t|1|'t left ft-tttnltla-ttfzls- Httt, as with
ntatw et the eireuits teatured in this test, that wasn't quite the
ettttl tat‘ the st_t_tr'_t-

In ttttit a n1useun‘| ee-ened te =_'eIr_'-hrate the histen_.-' ef
ltrttttltlatt-:Is_. t_':rt_'ser1.-'i||j1 stt-r1'=t_' tit‘ tlte It-'t_'||t_|t_"'s fet'|t|_tres, .;‘|r1r;I
t:e]Iet:tine a nunther ef i|tte|'ttstinp_ tnetes ears an-rl aircraft- H. few

I _."

1* —



Pregrehthte setter ter the Dent-e,e Jehttse thterhattehat.

yea rs later the ?5il Mteter [lute held a sprint en the rnain rurtwatr
whieh ran parallel Te the fialtara Straight, It was a tar r,n,r frent the
tra t.'h’s hey"-:Ia1r'; ears threaded their w'ay ree nd a sea et =:en es and
the. t_t't-'ent r_:t_:|,rItjl l‘1En.-'t_t l1!|ee|"| uh art},-' t‘li5|_15t_'1|jl .Eti|'t-it,'I|[l- The t_|nI'!r pa rt
nf the eld eeurse that was used was at the Menthers end nf the
Hiiltli-"-‘i-'t}‘ Straight, wltielt ferlnerl part ef the pa-tldeels.

ts

OFFICIAL
-- t___ -1* RACE CARD

- SATURDAY,

DCT. Iith, I933.

Price - Due Shilling.
CUITHIG HT.

All |l1',-|=ru~_|- mat-tar ll‘? l.|'lI-‘I I'rn|;r|urn-rtrul,
1;-||:l.|,plI11 the ILill'_'l tel‘ I:|:-|1'|-|1~n-ti=l!'i:|-|'I., ll.

, -it:-qt-p|r|-tf:':_ :|rIrtl any p-nrln-rt ‘tn-and \‘l'I-lIl:J
III;-|.|.I up tl*|l~|"I|:I Irlll ihl prre-5-ltui .

..|'

ii-

Fregrsmhte se trer th-‘see t.‘I'err:.t,| ter the Ustehsr t5 meeting,
which tsatersct raees eh the etrter etrrsutt. tIJarh,ehett and

tsteenta-tn etr-eetts. htete the hear ere-we‘ ens‘ he erewtsttng"-

and new
Our sperts histers-' is net well maintained in Etritain- Tedatr,
Ft‘-ttj:t_:l-;Iattt‘Is is it _i|_t|TtIf|Ie tit -Etsse-1"tt1:r§l t_:httt|I-as ttl tt_I"|_.ll't'lI']'IIt'lE h-its Lil'-
hanltirte and ah-artdened tract-ts. Fte=:enthr II1'ain1ler-Benz heu[='|!'|t
a If_l5 at_re ehurlls ef the site fer iest ..'E5.lf1iJGt,I[lUt], en whieh will
he huilt a test trael-r and tetihnttlttes-' centre which will “I-tier:-|:| the
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spirit nf Brnnldands alive"- the Ineal rnuneil has apprnt.-ed the
detrelepntent — new unltr time will tell if Breeldands will ertr-"e
again ring tn the stittnd nf high If; tttn-ed rating engines,

Dri't.'ing Lip the a..t-, Breelr-lands is clearly.» signpested
Hrenlr-'Iart|;Is industrial estate, that is; a rne-t;.h smaller sign sltews
the wae te the Breeldands museum-

Fellewing the signs threugh the Ieafjr Surrey seharhs gnu
reach a mini reundahnut and turn right- A strange sight awaits:

Pregrsmme setter ter the
tsreetrtends thterhsttenst Treehtr
en it-ts-tr 5- T535-

r.|-r1 nne side ef the read is a large Tesr--ti sup-ernlarlrett ert the
ether_- the derelict sweep ef the Btrflr-et Banking- We-"-eds pushing
their was-' up hetween the r-"tar-"Its in it, the puhlir-' read that runs
past the supermarlret and alnngside the B1,-fleet Banlting turns
left and eleat-‘es a wast threugh the eld trat-"l-t. r"-.t this peint in the
hanl-ting the name 'BrnnltIands' has heen r.ut intn the r.nnrretr:-

Dn the far side ef the read the eld hanlr-ing eentinues, tetal Ifr
tji-at_":rgrr"nw-|t hut with trees marlting its passage threugh the estate,
.-an unfriendly fenr-"e dist-"er-trages passers~bs' and peeple e:-tplering
the retnains frerti i|tw_tstigatir‘|g t't_trthr_tr,

Behind Tr-sen lies a large chunl-t ef the n'-rergrewn hanltirtg,
hidden frern p-uhlir; gate as it st-tirts past tl'1e industrial units ht-tilt
aleng its inner perimeter. The hat-"Ir nf the hanl-ting is fenced efi
te deter unwanted guests. tit security guard pauses te wateh us;
a small rahhit emerges frem higher up the hanlr-ing and hnps
awae teward Teseu t-wer the esergrti-wn r-"en:-'rete and threugh
the weerls, Eireps nf rain finally hegin te fall frern the Ieaden st-:1,-.
Breeldands is a meed;-r plat-"e

Tahing the train frem i-it,-‘fl-er-rt and t*~t-t-.-.-.- Haw retreats a little
mere, net enha aheut the peer state ef Britainfs raiIwa'_,.rs_. hut
alse aI:|-eut the Railway 1-itraight, Inn-Ir-ing t1|_tt ef the windnw it’s
clear that the industrial estate has eaten intn masshre r-'l'n-inlts ef
the wartue. tit hanger — sirnilar te that whit I1 sits en the startt
iinish line - alse residt: en the straight, whilst the rest ef the
area has l:|er;'enre a lergetten L'ar|JarI-t fur lergetteh ears and -.-ans.
¿n elnser in'-testigatinn nne nf these ears seemed |:‘t|t'eTt'-,- mueh
in rnint eertditien — et-reept fur the mess grewing ever it and the
familg nt rahhits Ii-sing under it.

Whilst the ether eireuit in Lenden's st-thurhs, Crystal Falaee,
has an aura efsad ahandnnment, ti rr_inld.anrIs suggests en lg waste,
Geed cars sit retting slewltr en the slewltr retting remnants ei a
e-n|;.e great tireeit, The end ei the t2aiIwa-,-- Eitraight is intaet up
tn the start ef the t'-rtemhers Banlting hut the set-'tien that ernssed
the 'tt"=-‘es-' is gene.

In the ether directien is mere ef the r-"tr-ruit, and hidden
at--as nearlw artether large pertierl ef altanduned harthing. This
set."-tin-n ef the Bgtleet Bani-ting is great and sn r.-‘erg er.-'eeati'-.re ef
hew the place must enee ha‘-re heen. ts-‘ti-teh uf the ‘high’ greet-re
is ~:rnnererI in thielr mess, the surfare hrnlten up he rnntant
eapesure te the elements and zere maintairtanr-"e since the start

15*



err‘ iht_' f_*ir_*~|_r|rt{l Wertd War, l_.t.air1tler 'i:llt‘:|.'E|l|._‘|" — ti|t_' .ari_~5|"5. ||t_'w
ewner - is dtwelepinst the area inte a earit, it is eiaimed. The
park weultl. il' huilt. he a '5-trar1t.te |2rlar;e: swings and r1rar1ir_'uretl
f_t_|T|55'f,' areas -tr".-'-trl'lert:rl-ted hf," the hrrirmrliitg hull: et the ‘ranl1tin;a_.
silerrtle ta-'aitin~t__t1't1r a rar_'e that |"I'l-.l}' never at-_=;ain he run.

In the r:-:-ntre et' the r.-t-nee, near the rnuseuin area, |1arts ef
the Canrrelr-ell r_'ireuit r:_'euld he itlentitied until the huildine, werl-:
l'!rt:fg£||‘|. 5'l|'ll"lfllt'l_[."| at Eiert:-t_‘lrt:rr‘|“|r_~ :_t1r'-rt: it was ]';re-ssil:'2rle tt:- tflriee
de-wn the Sahara 5traigl"|t, alheit hadlgs l1rel~:err and er-ttren‘|el';.r
re|_|s1lt, He-we‘s Lerner was ir1i.E|r_i, tun, as was the itridgae 111.--er
the Wet" where a certain individual had the hie ar_'r_'ident that
s1__a1.r|_1 the r:_e-rner its r|a|r1r_1 .-"'-. ;t]_r|||_1|:| er‘ r_~r1||:j:IIr,' -t'|'l-l'.lt_ t_' lfi-|_|il£lir1;;§E.
stands alenstside the eld finishing straight, new a large speed
hurn|e-ritltller.l ear |2rarlr.. 5-rn-all trees :r1arlr the eris!__ir1al width ei
the trat.l-:.

The trael-r rea|J|.1ears at the Test l lill tlair|ain. new en the etl;i_',e
ef the |‘|'|lJ5{‘lJ|t"| eeittplea, the run dewn te Bani-:in11_ H-end, the
ar:_'r_'ess read te the rnuseunt. Elements et the E-ahara Straight and
.r"e_-riirlreitte {Iuree are int.le-rlerl as ea rt et the lllaintler lIIIltr1.rsl1_~r
test trar_'l-: which, it-tr the time this heelt is euhlished. will l'|a1.-'e
l‘.rt_:en t.er1tt_tr |:[r_"rt'l, as werl; i5 t-trlh; |_|r1|jlr_~r win; ||r1 titre |tt_:w iiatailiirl,-',

A trip tn the museum area is well werthwhile- Heme ef the
t_trii_[|,|rt_";'| in this it-erelt -;'|l||ew the 51_ri_~.E|t Ln-llt_1t_'1ir|-r| eti Flritnltl.-J.|'|tlE.
ntemerahilia there, which rangtzs trent ears te trinl-tets, werld
larttl s|11eetl rer_ertl-l'rrealtire.t rr1aL'|1irr-es anti I"-rletlerrr F'l te-
|nd'g,-<::ar ntatihiiter-tr- P-.lse present are reminders ef IÀnzre-I-:lands'
aerenauti-r_'al his-ten“; sieniiirgant aireratl with r_'enr1er_'tiens te
Hrenldanrls if-|:|t‘| a |i'!lFtIIl'lll':|-‘Fill? Harrier itnnn jet tn t'Ient:erde.
Errthusiastir; stat1' n'|err|h-ers ewe t__tu ided teu rs et the I tarrier jun1[.1-
-tit, arttl the lt'|l't,!l"ltH" til-Ell ‘I.-"|."t:llit‘|;|.T_tt:rt l:‘:r|ir‘nl'ter. '|'wu |:'_!r;1|’ti-|_'t1l£!|r stars
are t'"|e silver i'~tapier-l?.ailten which will tererrer held the euter
-;irt.|_ it rt_:t_-errjl, artljl "lt.3't|T-EL’, the tar that [eel-1 1l1r_~lilet:rt']. Li. Parry
Ther"-as en Ftendine Eands.

_ht_* real treat, l1||'.'I.'t_*1.r|_1r, is the 1=.|_~r1ti-[j|rrt_'t=.t_'r1.'r_"|jl E.t_'t_'Iie|| ni tht_'
t-»ten' hers Banltiitg; even the run rlewn te the tinishiitg straight
rerrrt ins! The twirr turrrtels under the harrltirrp, are r_'err1|2r ete and
ene can he entered: theueh there’s little te see there's t‘|'|u-tIl‘| tn
teel as the atntesehere istant_;il1le. ft restaurarrt s-ittint_;at the tep el
the tstenthers Hill awaits resteratien; it selrl its last rrearn t.alte tn

ll]

ti|t_' “right r_r||wt'l' ir1 it-Hit, F'r_~rl1£||]5e|tt_*tl.a1_,- |h|_1 t_'re-wijl will trE_"l_|_|l"il.
it's rurneurerl that ene et them already" has - er perhaps l sheuld
say he rte‘-rer lelt. I"-rtarnr |:ree|:rle ese:-erier1r_'e an err-'.'err1l'ertahle
t'eel:nf_t when standing en the .'"-ternhers Han!-r:inp_ near Menthers
Elritlee. Few |-;newwh1_,' hut it’sheen sue;e,ested that this ntag.-' have
5-|1|t‘|-t'ilti|‘|_t1_'Ti1 dewith l"er:.:;.r Lanthert, inentiened ere-.rieusl1,-"in the
test- During the rar_'e in whir_'h he died, he ran streneltr areund
the Wet,-hrirlj:_|,: tra|:.lt, ar.-t-raging; t:'r.'er I lttnteh fur lltt laps, her
as he reunded I"-»ten"rl:-ers Banl=;in§_r__ en what heeante his last lap a
rear tr!-re hlew. The rnassiee ae-;itient that reselletl |H_eerretl in
the ‘vicinity e1'l"-»ten'|hers Bridge; Lanai:-ert didn’t stand a -r_'hanr_'e-
l-le eras l}L|l‘lrE_"-El at Hri1|r||j|[er| t_'t_'|r1r_~[a re in a t=.|!rr_~.ar11li||-;_'-t'l t_'et'|'ir1 that
n1att:hed his t:ar. Lalnhert is said te still haunt tetenthers Etankine,
and the r'ellewEr-.5; is an rJ'!.'-l_tJL|ttl lrern a ler_al resident.

"’{'Jn Halleween nne year r|n,,- n der hrether went eut te a
|Jart'-,,'. I asked him te wa ire rne up when he feet l1ar_lt se that we
-l.'l.l-l]ll.'l 1.t_|| eut tr: the raet: trat:l:, wit lr.Il‘| was eut Tht: l:'!rE1t'lr; et -uur
street- i"-.|1f;.-".1;-;=n.-', he welre rne up and we went threusth the we-eds
tt:rTl‘||e:l:'ta-|_'lr;t1r1'|!l‘|r_* t.it1LJiT ‘r.-t.-here ':."[lI_l t.a|"| get i|‘| tltreru{_tlt it heir: i|‘|
the Fence near the l:-ridt.{,e- Wit en we get there we heard teetsteps
-l1l"| [l't_: l‘|-ritf:lj.t_i_", 511 I L lir1'hret':l |_t|1r [er 5-l_‘l._! wltri was |l'ert_' l‘|-|_t[ [l1e.|'t_~
was ne eneareund. But the lentsteps were s-till wall~ti|'|3_{_ and ’ees
i1'5 Er r1|r_*t.E|l ltiritltt-t_' the |i::e1'5|t_'t}5 1.1.-'r_*r|_1 |.!|t_'1[ir1_1§ ler|,||:lt_'r, Then 1.-'t-"e
heard a t:ar t:en1ing reund the t:irt;uit, whir::h is r::ut ett' te ears, se
we ran away i"1ar_l=: |hreut_th the weetls".

this ster-J.-' is net unique as there have heen |'nan':r rep-erterl
er_'r_|.|rrent'r_'s; deers eper|in;t.f, and elesine, e1‘ their the-"=1 ar_t'erd,
t'eetstt~ps_. rew.-ine e|‘|j.}_ir‘|t‘::; and tr,-res squea ing. all in the dead
et nient. Senre repert havine heartl ea rs Fanning, areund the
Men" hers Hanltirie, and ethers ltar.-e heard a ntassiee sntash, 1,-er
uper reaehin1.; the area the neise can-re irern alnaest a lw'.1f.rs near
I"-.r1|:r1'lt-t_:r5 Ft-ritjl_t;§e — tl|ere'5 |ttithir1_1.T| there, Tlttjre l"h;'l.".'-l_" air;-|| l':|t_'1t_*n
sit_tht'|"|§_ts ef a tiiau re dressed in white en-'eralls and eleth helmet
1.1.-‘a llr: 'nt]_ Elrriurtrjl the ear pa rlzs that sit nu the -nltl tr.a:_ at lf_iI|'|r_~ ':|-'-l1l,_J|'|El
ler_'al had te he treated i'er she-::lt after seeing “.-. tte figure ef a
man staprlgelrirtg are|_||1|:l with his heartl ha ll ltartgirtpl r_]lt"' irtsi{le the
tra<::L- Hew ntu<::h truth there is in these tales is dehatahle. the
eltl tr-.e_'lr has net 1-ret revettletl all its seerets; whetl'er it ever will
is ent:ertain
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I-- =--'I'-- rytooaa circuit‘.

hlorcl alts
yetoeita

Flatlitilo Layarne

Euel Alta
Vobena

Some call itthe cauldron oi speed, but most call ithrlonaa, home
of the Italian Grand Pris, and the fastest circuit on the rnodern
Formula Cine tour oi the globe- llis a modem iaciiity - with a pit
and p-addoei: cornples that happily accornrnodates most oi the
world’s top racing series.

Elut in the woods that surround this modern autodrome,
howeyer, lies something old, almost iorgotten: La pista d'alta
yelocita. Ii you're lucl-ty you may catch a glimpse oi it during
Ty coyerage of the Italian GP. Modern racers speak oi it with
awe; quietly, in comem in hushed voices. A remnant oi a bygone
era, when it was plainly dangerous, today it is simply daunting-
Racers had a iear oi lylonaa - similar to that reserved ior the
hltirburgring — because oi its combination of yery high speeds
coupled with almost non-eatistent saiey measures, allied to cars
that were deathtraps compared to any modern racer. Death and
Monaa walited hand-in-hand; Monaa was a place where racers
died. The 'l":'l'IEiI world championship was decided by that iatal
pairing when Wolfgang yon Trips and a number oi spectators
lost their lives the day the German count’s championship riyal.
Phil Hill, took thtf! title.

The remnants oi ‘old’ it-iionaa sit in the woods and parltland
as a reminder of the dangers today's racing prerlecessors faced.
Such dangers do not sit well with modern racing; perhaps that’s
why the banlting was threatened with demolition in the late
it-I‘.-Jtis and early Etltitisi

Hettiil lo Tri I:-one

Construction oi the Monaa circuit began in 1912. Although
not the only c.ontender, it-'illa F-.eale Park was chosen as the
yenue as it oiiered a large enclosed area just a short distance
from Milan. The planned c;irr;:uit — designed by architect .-itliredo
Rosselli - was supposed to be htkm {ti-t-iii milesi in length, hut
worlt was almost immediately halted due to ”... artistic and
monumental yalue and landscape conservation .-." concerns.
The plans were altered and a lllltm iii-.21 mile] circuit was
constructed instead, comprising a high speed ring and a road
course [the latter the basis oi the current circuit used by the
Formula Kline circus].

Felice hlaaaaro and "s"inceneo Lancia had already laid the
foundation stone when the aiorenientionetl controversy about
the circuit's construction erupted. The modified design of the
high speed ring was on-al in shape; a =i.5l-on tIt.F'E't|Et rnile] route
consisting oi twin hanlted cunaes with a radius oi I!-It] metres
tEt5t]ydsIt, the bani-ting rising 2.5 metres tIt.I-'3ydsi irom ground
leyel. These turns were lini-ted hy two straights, each 1tl?t]I metres
t1 laoydsi in length, the pit straight being shared with the longer
road course. The tar-coated concrete cue-res were designed to
be taiten by the machines oi the day at a theoretical top speed
oi i'.i'tIIltph ti Ianiplti. The two straights were made oi ta r-coated
macadam.

Clo a da mp Sejptember day in 1922 the circuit was oiiicziaily
opened, and a yoiturette race run on the combined lt]=l1:rntE1.El

as



tnitei Lirt_ |_|it, t.s.'ort t‘,'iy F'it_*tr't:| H-ortjiirttt ir1 .a Fiat S-i]'l, The t_'irt_'|,|it
ran successfully for many years, but techno ogi-cal adyances in
the cars rneant that they t|uicltly outgrew the banlted cutyes,
designed for a ma:-timum speed of tiittltph it tttmph1-- Ears such
as the racing »'s'l.-t Ftomeos, and others of the early to mid Iitiitls,
were easily capable of speeds of around Elitltph [t.'!ii~.-mplt],
it not higher, anti eyen the biltes were closing on the Etttt'l~tph
tt 2-itmpht maria- just three years into its life tht-:att1|||1lro|tttiltat_‘i
become obsolete

tnglish racer Fart Howe |:list,esses lyto-n.ta in the t_.on|!inental
circuits chapter of the t‘~iI.'i'~t' boolt ."yt'otra'R‘ac'it1g:

".-"'-. tot-ally fiiill-1-‘t'l.-‘tit t-'irt-uii exists ir1 the E-o1_,.'a| Part: at .l't.-'|o|t.»',a.
.'ytoo.t:a is partly a tract-t and partly a road circuit. The principal
features are large radi-is tttentls with yery low bani.-ing, which
will not permit t:ars to go roond at anything lihe the speed of
which a modern rat-ing c-tr is capable.

" I he trrclt is yery beaotiiul ly laid oot anrl its surrotmrlings are
most attractiye. There have been many proposals for rnoditying
the tract; and the races re n on it, bot so far as I am aware up to
the present this has not been done.

"l titysajii |-rt-r1si|Ilt_:r the ir'|st11't'it_.it_*nt ltartltitty-I on the two |t'|.airi
bends of the traclt, and the fact that large portions of it run
1ltrt1t_.|gl1 ts-r1t1[ls, as its tnttst tjlartg_t_i-rt:-|_|s teatoros, and l tj.tt_*lit_*et_'
that, if it is impossible to proyicle banlting s|_fficient to talte the
rnore powerfu racing carat the peat; of its per 'ormance, it would
be better if the hanlting were done away wi‘h altogether. This,
howeyer, is merely a personal estpression ot opinion with which
probably many people would not agree. t'jer‘ain, howeyer, it is
that any driyer who enters a race at .'-r'|t:tn.'~:a s'"-ould be a man of
great |,:I=-tt'_2it:|'i|,:rtr,.t_*, oIl‘|er'n.'is|,: tl‘|e Ia-'£t'y I|| disaster is t,*;!|s'y".

In I H22-t tragedy struclt |"--tonaa. The first eyer serious accident
ir1 ltaliart ttttttor racing liistttry t:-t_t_|_irr't_*tjl wlteli 5| t_t:|llisi||n ttrt
the main straight during the Italian Grand F'rbt claimed the
li1.'t_~s of tjlrii.'t_~r Erttilitt Iytatorassi antjl Iw|_1r1ty-st_n.'|_1r1 s|:|s_~t_'tE|[-:1-rs,
The following year the race was run on the high speed
course only.

ieteanwltile, ‘yiincen ao Florio, president of tta lian rnotorsport's
goyerning body. hatl been investigating the possibility of creating
a new, shorter course- the resultant ‘I-lorio’ circoit was marle op
of the Southern Elanlting, a short straight, anti a pair of ninety

Sit

tjlt_Àrt,'t_*l‘|t_~r1|jls, artci itaci 5| lt_~r'Ii!,ll1 rt-l i"|.itl+;r1| -I-'i.I mil-|_~sf|, l1 was |_tst_'d
for both car and bil-te Grands Pris in Tiii-tit.

The lull combined circuit was again used for Grand Pris
'acing in t'-i.'i.l3- The ey-er-present dangers of tytonaa made their
Jresence felt during the following yeat’s Grand Pris, a day that
‘tecame l-tnown as Hlacit Sonrlay. a record crowd had turned
_|p at the circuit, fully e:-tpecting to see a pair of great races;
‘he Italian -Grand Pris on the -;.ontbined course, anrl the l'-.rtonaa
H._-rand F'ris on the high speed traclt. Ft light drizzle greeted fans
who watched t oigi Fagioli in an .-slfa Romeo, ahead of tytaserati
star Taaio l*~tu'-.'olari. There was more racing to come, and most of
the |r_|-pi -;'iriet_'r's of the (la y were er1lt,'rs_-d for the I"y’Iurt.-:.a 'l.'_iF' wlti-t_ it
consisted of three fourteen lap heats and a final.

The first heat ran without major incident until the ninth tap
when the I-Ituesenb-erg clriyen by the then pres'dent of Scucleria
Ferrari. Count Trossi, blew its engine on the Southern Elanltin_g-
tzstimates reported that foor gallons of oil were depositerl on the
traclt. though itls disputed that Trossi's car problem caused this oil
sliclt, Whatt_n.-|.1r the cause, it was at this spot that tiiey I"-dtill sport
badly on the sliclc later complaining of the danger to officials-

Tltt-" grid for the tiescl iit_:.Et1 i|it_l|,||:lt_'|Il racirtg liert: [_iit1st_*p]1ts_~
Campari, who had elected to sit out the ltalian Grand F'ri.\t in the
r||rJ-rniug to |;_'u-r1t_'t_'||tratt_*o-r1 the al'tt_~rr1t1t1rt's r.at_ es, tits |l1t_1 r:_'.a rs tn.-t_'rs_*
poshed up to their grid positions, the Italian ace's appearance
was hailed by the partisan crowd. Shouts of “Garnpari. 'l_'arnpari.
httss__l"|er, htegher" were receiyed with a waye, the I-toyal bro:
ar-'l~;no-st-'ledgeti with -.t fascist salute. ii"-tcgher was 'lIampari’s
n‘c!-toame rloe to his yery dart; sltin.t the tanned Italian had jost
announced his intention to retire from motor racing to become
a pro1't_-ssional singer.

Pts the cars waited on the grid, officials coated the oil spill
with santjl, titillttwirig |'ytttll's ctirttplaittts, '1.-"t."itli the traclt t_.lt_"ar for
racing, the starter dropped his flag and the field set off. Baconin
Fi-ti-rs:.at_ r_'l1i||i ls_'1|ji into lflt-t_' first turn with tjaropari in ht:-1 |j||_1s|,|it.
The field roared out of sight on the htorth Bani-ting, and all eyes
turned to the esit of the South Gun--e. Three dots appeared.
racing out of the turn, but only three; the front nmners had all
but yanished! Camp.-tri, Boraachinni, Castelb-.trco and Eiarbieri
were out of the race. the heat continued with jost three cats
running for 2-In minutes. Elalestro winning from Pellegrini.
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Then Elarbieri was spotted wallting b-aclt to the pits from

South Gown- It transpired that disaster had stroctt on the first
lap. Campari had passed E-orzacchini for the lead, but lost
controi on the oilslicl-:, tftlne of tIampari’s wheels had hoot-:ed
the edge of the banldng, forcing the car off the traclt after about
tee metrr-s. It flipped oycr. crushing ‘ts’egher' to death. Behind
the leader, hayoc, with driyers trying to ayoid further accidents-
iL'astelharco's and EtariJieri's cars both rolled, fortunately neither
driyer suffering serious injury- Etiorzacchini was not as luclcy; his

The prograntme coirer for an event which occurred shortly after
tne war. .-=‘1.ttnnoon the banning was not used on this occasion.
the cover design seems to be a stytisect version or the banrehg.

back was broken when his car rolled and he died soon after
arriying at hospital.

The net-tt heat went ahead. two hours delayed, though
Giulio aymini and Piero Taroffi withdrew- lt passed with little
incident and the grid for the final was readied and started, though
shortened by it taps. Gtn the ninth tour tragedy strucit South
Gurye for the third time that day, when the car of Bugatti driyer
and winner of the first heat, Stanislaus 'l:.i'I|;'l:ll-IL'II_'t'|.".-'5l'iil, flew off the
circuit_. landing upside down and well ablaze- Czail-r.owslti was
said to have been ltilled instantly but it’s hard to ttnow hew bad
his injuries were as the fire l-tept officials bactt until both car and
corpse were coinpletety burnt.

Tazio lstuyolari had withdrawn from the afternoon's race
due to tyre trouble, but if he had competed there's little doubt
that the “Flying tytantuan' would haye been a front n-inner and
therefore caught up in the chaos. ¿ts it was he lost two close
associates that day, and spent the night by the side of the corpse
of his friend El-orzacchini-

Following Ii’.-laclt Sunday the speed course was abanclonect
as a yiabie race circuit, though parts were still used during
some of the following year's races. another reaction was to
seeit alternatiye traclt layouts, and in tssa a short traclr. using
the Southern Hartltirtg, the ‘Florin’ circuit linlt antl a rnatteshift
hairpin on the stan.ffinish straight was devised- Gin other layouts
chicanes considerably slowed the circuit.

Shonly before the second world war began facilities at
the circuit were upgraded with a new main grandstand [BEIGE]
capacity], facilities for timeiteepers, and a restaurant at ground
leyel. hiew pits were constructeti. and many other facilities
and bttildittg were added or improved- Howeyer, before the
improyed circuit could host any major eyents the war interyened,
though the new t'aeilities were used doting the conflict, hoosing
the public automobile registry offices, the offic¿ of the tytilan
Ftutornoliile club and, at one point, animals from tytilan soot

in t‘.-J45 a parade of a llied armour damaged thecircuit. t"-rtonza
suffered the same fate as had Sp-a-Franchorchamps the preyious
year during the Barrie of the Bulge when the caterpillar tra ct-ts of
heayy tanlts destroyed the tracts surface. Following this, Monza
was used to store military yehicles and surplus erjuipment, the
circuit falling further into disrepair-
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Joan tytanoet Faneio teacts tyter'cer-‘tea tearn-rnate sta-say tytoss tbottt in tne .strearrttineo' wtes;-:,r ott the roan‘ cc-arse as an opera
wtteater esits the bantehp.

Restoration of the circuit tools two tnonths in lSrtii. and was
undenaiten by the Milan aattorn-ohile Club. Subserjuently, the
circuit that was used tor racingwas the ti..il=;n1 road course and ntt-t
the combiner] yersinn which inc.lorierl the high speed circuit-

In 1‘-+55 the high speed circuit was rebuilt, rougity following
the Ii-ill! plan hot with much steeper hanlting- 't' "re new pista
d'aita yelocita thigh speed tracto, had twin super-eleyated cu Ft-"'l'_i'5
1.-yitlt a ]It".l t_'lt_:gtt_*t_'. radios, ar|t_‘l a prttgressiye gt.ar,'i't_"rtt up Tr|- iii]
per cent at the top -- designed to handle speeds of _tp to Ettsltph
ll T-'.?"|r1|j|lti, The rtt_"y'.-' t_'ir-t_|_tit l-ertgtlt t_1|f||_t.al lt_~|_'l -’-l ,T, S-tillictrt -t",'-i',th-=i |r|il-t_~sI|
Gtthc-tr improyements included new electronic scoreboards that
loilowed the rat-‘e; new offices, and a press payilion. The new
combined c.oorse hosted the tit.'i.'i, it-ish, test} and t‘-it-ht Italian
roonds of the Formula G'ne'tf'-"orltitIhan1pittnship. It also played
host to a fictional Ii-this race in the ii lm if j.r.-too‘ ttri-it, ‘rt.-‘es |'ytontard"s
character. lean Pierre Sarti, losing his life on the hanl-ting as his
Ferrari la|_tI"|tj.l‘|sj.*t'l from tlttjt ’[t't|ft tti tittj: S-|'_|ttTltt:rr‘| '-l:i1_tt'I.'t_‘-

The high speed course hosted two yery special eyents in
' ‘PIS? and “SH — the '|"-.-"t|_|rtt£||:t.ajj|rr_tii',=.' '_S'l_]t'i rttile e'r.-'t_:t'|‘t'_=., Titt_'st_~"1wt_t
world' races pitched the .-smerican Indianapolis racers against
_l1t_! t-_'st.altlisl|t_*tji stars til t_ltt_' [ctr-|_;||_‘tt_*';‘|r'| rr|t_|-[or r-_‘=tt_i|'tj;_1 c'irt_-t,_|s- Tl'n;_'
first race in test entailed ten of the best from the l._.S talcing on
-er1 nl the best Europeans, both sides using regular rnachinery.
Howeyer, on the run-up to the eyent a number of problems beset
the European entry. .r’I.tttt.tspt.trt magazine coyered the race and its
associated problems, most of which co-ncernecl safety.

"'l-Ttespiteall the hea d sinaltittg. and refusal by certa in European
driyers to taite part in the Stilt tnile race of ."-.-tonza. the eyent went
o '1' without a single accident. It was a wonderful spectar-ie: the
deep-throatecl roar of the Indianapolis ca rs eyoldng memories of
prewar racing between |'s-terceties-El-enz and auto Lloion. Mt-tch
n tnsense has been tallejsrl aboet the perils of high speed tract.-
rt-cing, but certain Scottish gentlemen with yast motor racing
espt,-rient_-e, and three courageous driyers made a certain tjrand
Pris coterie lo-nit a trifle silly-

"That curious organisation I-FPPI declared it wot.tld be
suicide to race on the tyionza banlced circuit: tyres would fly
off anti there would be terrible crashes. rltnd what happened?
Ettcited spectators saw cars passing each other at oyer It-tttmph
tEE'+tll-tphi. lap speeds ayeraging i?Smph tlttil ltphi, and a race
ayerageof oyc.-r thtimph |Ii'SFl-tph], all on a blazing hot day with
temperatures of around tttsi degrees F tsltt degrees C]. Tet there
was not a single tyre failure, in fact, the tyres on thejagoars were
scarcely worn despite high lap speeds”-

lt‘| tits; t_"r'|tji tltt_:r't_* 1.-1.-'t_*rt_" jost t_i'|r't_'!1t_'* -t_1r‘|t_t'itj"!_=.- titttrrt |'|_|rt_|rtf|-t_:, all irt_t|'r'|
the Ecurie Ecosse Jaguar team. Three European sports cars against
ten purpose-built .-'trnerican rat ers; it was the fastest rat e eyer run
in Eu rope, and eyen the .s.merican participants had neytsr raced
at such high speed, Their ears“ rigid sttst-tt_rnsi|.1n set-up l-t..1r:_:l-t -L-t
pounding on tytonzais rough banl-:ing, the stress transmitting to
other parts ot the cars. causing chassis failure and resulting in
retirement - as did split fuel tanlts.
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iii i'§'5i5t'i'1-5' Werts‘ Seerts sat tl‘ha.'e,eteeshti:i tees ie ihs Mensa
laantehg, F'tettirse' here is it-is Isis-autttet Fsrrari Dihe .’-E't'tE5 et
i ereeae Eeeijiei end i ue'eei'i:e Se5|."tie-it'i.

l‘-e'i-'i.'rtl1ele5s, the lit L‘-til L"~ter1| was tl|:er11e{l it E-ut LTJ55 antl
the .I:ll.|-|-||i:H-i|i.:|?|.rl|5 '-.te'.s-ei.'l te return, l"|[t-|'.It2l-l_|ll'ir' te fa-::e strenger
upapesitieti l're1T1 the ELl|‘[J|Ill_"tit1'.=-. i"-iritl they tli-tl. The Fl¿ii eeerit
het:an1e the ts-erlrl's fastest race te tlate ‘+1.-'l'lIt.tl'l jirn Hatltihann in
his Zinlt Letitler twertigetl lli:[:.F-'.ili'|'i[Jh [Elli--tt..ili|.1hJ threugheut the
t"-tent, thus heating Ht-rhtaitn Laiig"s ierirtl set at .t"i".i“l.,Fi he us-er
stntph ii1.=‘i.t-l~:ph'i. This time the ELlFt][.]L"i.|I‘| racing scene ha-tl [.1-ut
u|:'J a rlei_i_~ht -i_-rite,-, 1'i,~aturirig tittilte Ha-.-i-iltiirr, Luigi i"-iitussii, arirl
Phil Hill '-is-he W-L15 tlrisiing -L1 r|e'-.-'i-11.2 litre Ferrari; I-larry Eehell iri
a mritli|'iei:l I115} |'errari; t-itiiliiig Miziss irt a 4.2 istaserati l":-atlgigtl
as the Eli:lerai:le ltalia_ anrl Juan Manuel Fangie clreve the [lean
‘I-‘tin l_ll"|-I_"5 _":i-|jii_~i_i.|_=il, T1.-'-.-‘ii F_i_'|_rrii_' [i_'i:1;'5ii_' jagtiar F]-'|_':.-'[]'I_"E. "i-"i-'t_‘l"I_" alse
eri the entry" list dl'l".'-[E'|‘| he t'-ttristen l_'§regtti"3i' and leer Bueh, aleng
with ti ,lat_l-i Fairiiitt I1--tlriveri Lister Iagtiar.

there was seine tl-iiuht that the e-sent weultl at:tuall';.t ruii
l1et_t|use ui the weather; as »’1iLI[tJ5'f_-'tJft repertetlt

"’ I liings liiiilierl fairly h i-al-: in mid weel-i, s-i-ith a t:ehtinuuus
tleiwnpittir et rain which preventetl i.'l|'l'_[." [1r.J.etit_'e until Friday
-Elli!-l._"|"|"ll.l-I|l'l. Tlttrit lht: weather i_l‘i£||‘igt:t_‘i i-Ill" [l"|li_" l'tt:tlt:r £it'ii'l the
ergtinisers liegan te It-reathe ireelfp. F’est[Jenen1ent iii the rar_'e
1.-‘I.-'|IlL||{Il l'1|;'l‘|.-'IZ_! t_"t1[i;'llllE_‘{] l1i_~£|t-1; l'-l|'1|;'l|'1-l_i.|]l lll'5E|_. aitt':l ll"ll._! ]1iti1l.'t.al‘iili[t,'
that Eu repean drivers wiiulrl he l_ll'lt'll'I'l=l'_" te -:_'en'i|1ete ewir-g te
-l_ l'lt|'|t1'|ll_lT1i_"|'1[E. i_"l1=.t_1wl1-i_~ri_'”,

The sat'et'y iii the high speerl i:it-urse was i:en'in'iente1tl en he
E'iHl.t "i’eith, siter his steering L'tJ-ll..|lT1i'I L‘-il1T1L‘ ttilrilt, nit tliiultit -trlue
ltt the eugh nature ef the hanltirig surt'at:e. the lzteh lzstes seiti.ia[
iniitle '1 st|t'el1i' l1aL'l-t tit the |Jits. "i"eith rerriarl-te-Ll:

"’Fiii't- is a :=.a1't- trai:L; Ii that"rl l'lE!|'.I|I'lIIttl‘lttt-l'l at lntlf,-' |’i"l has-e
heen threugh -L1 is-tillf”. Stirling Mess' special hit the wall due
iii .1 s] hilar prultlern, hut alse esr,.a|:ii_~rl s-.-iiltuut inajei tlarttage;
the Dai'i';.-' Eti|l.Jt'iE':i1-' news[_1a[_1er ran it irent page phiititgraph et the
at.ei£li."r1t.

The hanltei:l i.'iri_'uit saw -[1Ei_'El5l-iJ|"|-E1l Lise isluring the ttliails
.Elt1-[l |l"|-I_" J"-.iti:|'i.r.Eir1'¢‘i|jii1li5 |I_"I.'-t_"t1l_E. ".-‘I.-'lI_'l't_" ri_"|:ii_1£|ti_'~ijl, Thi_1 lti5|f 1inti_~ st
real If}-raitcl Fri:-i ran en the hanlting was in Fit-it, an es-erit nwest
rernernltere-Ll let the hiirrilii; ai_L'i-tleiil that clairnetl the lives el-
l-errari <:lri'i.ter Wiiltgaitg s-en tries anrl a iiurnher ei speutaters.

Lise el lteth the htinlted i_'irL'uit and i_'t:ir|1l.1ineiJ euurse
t'iii"itii'iueirl iur a nu nht-r iii it-ears, the-ugli the high 5]'!Ii[*[![l ltewl
was l'il"_g."iT|ll'_"lLi he i_'i'|iea11es intended ti: reLi'LiL'e the speetl at it-i-'hi~i_'h

i_'.Qtr';'i titiiilt 1ht_1 [wit It_I_.||"'|."[_!5, r_".'-I_"t1l_l,_|.;'lll't,-' 1l'|l_" ltianl-iirtg tell nut IIIIT I_i';'ii_*,
the erld hen-t:i:-n'ipetitiei? nestalgia run heing T‘|-E? eels» tletlisated
iaseiils. The lt-at ril-ieel eeurse alse hiiste-Ll stages i1l' the i"-tluiistt rtt lls,
as-ith [tit-tT|'Fl t:hii:anes arlderl aleng the length uf the trai'.l-t.

anrl new
lt]-El-?|‘|-', the ls-anlcerl i.'tII-L||'!iE is a haunting, etiriesitsi, whith sweep:-s
as-.-ag; imm the merls-re Grariil Pris rir=:.ui|, an tl|'liL'.tIIl't'1'iIIti|"t.-'!il'I|lt¥'
rerninrler ef a httgene era, -i_'ern|tletel@.t at etlrls wiilt the ultra
sale aiitl |I|lf1ltI-:ll we-rlrl iiil l'ii-rlnuli-1 liilrie iii i|:-'- tIIl._ltTE'll'l giiisie-- The
F'irn"ii_'e harriers is-ltich ruri arriurirl the ten ef the hariltetl hleitli antl
E-ii-i_ith Ctirsies rust gt'.:'ll1l't|-' in the E-l,_|lT'llT'lE'F '~|l._ll|. lll |Il|.i-'|tt'-t;"'-| |!II-_-l.i|'|l'E'l'i-
en s|terisei'slti|t tletails crurrihle await» te i'e-teal rnei'e cerreiletl
steelwiprlt. The start ef the EIl!IlL.l'l'l'lE'|'|"| Etattltiiig, whieh witi1i;1';.'~i5-tl
the hlacliesl niierrieitts et' Black Suntlaj,-, new hesis graitrlstaitiis
'1-"r'l'l|f.'l‘I eserlite-l+t the first 'I.'l'l|'l_'-E‘ll'lE:‘ en .1 rrietlernisetl Men.ta re-att
ceurse-

Further reuntl the 'L'L||'s'1'_“' the trael-t i_'ri1sses the rua-tl i_'ei.|rse en
|'l‘ii; £||ji|1|t’ii.atl‘i ti: the HE-t..t'.ri l._.l"llIi_|;'ll'l|._!. lr‘| lltt: it'iit_‘l-liill-ills !~1i:ut‘ii_~i||‘i-i_"
matte tIil']"i.-'lt.]|..lEi the'r enthusiasm ier their ttwetirite If-rantt F‘ri:t
l".;'lII_t_"|" l'i1_,- piiiittirtg [l' li_" iflriet_:r"5 tta ttt: ||r1 ll" t_: l‘|tirtl-;i|"|jJ,, 5|| ituw l._1'I.-'t_‘t"'||.'
time the leader prsses under the hanliing, teleeisien i_'an'ieras
|]-iII_'l-I nut the i_ltriE-fifirt n.arr|t_" iil lhi_' l"-Il‘Li'l’"i ritrrttula 't'_11it_' wiiirliil
i:]'iarnpien, Daiiter H'll.

The trees tit |h: s'tle til‘ the lrtteli liiwe l_*l1li.'l'l1'-tl'!_'l'I-l_"lIl, an-tl their
rustling leaves seen T‘: as-ltispirr the names ef the great ai:es whe
eni_'e ri|i;e='J ariitintl tl'is i_'iiLilt.lre=1 el speetl. The straight liril-ting
Fietitlt {Turee te hliirtlt is littlt- userl, sa-at: as a i:ar earl: at ihaiur
meetings en the read i_'iiurse. The surlui_'e. hitwever, has heen
r'riaihtairii,:i:l, anrl is LIE-l._"[l he the Flt“-. aritl Ferrari Tl.l- ti_-st t1,-res and
trai_'l-; stiriaees. anti te simulate wet weather i_'er-izlitiens. Ferrari
[1351 [.l|"l'I.-'t_‘tE it1i_i51 hi; '5.iiiri_'le li_:|Ti|§i1t_:t':l ti: li;i_'i_1:| tl‘|i_*ir' t_..t| r5 t|i_-i_ i:li_*r£i[ir1;g
ente the hanliing at full tilt, the ever-|:iresent tltiiuglt faded i_i'elli:ss-
llt1l_"E. i:i¢t|'ii_'ir1_t§ .Ei'.'I.-'.Eie ir1 the i:li';'.1Eir1Lt_',

.'--ten:—:a's hanlterl i:iir.:uit sheulrl he hut a i"nemer';-', hut it
reinairis lit tttritalise racers an-tl reritler s|:ier_-taters El‘-"-'E."§lFL|i_'li-2.
It has seen eff threats et tlestruutien, if.-et it has he iuture. the
Cur‘-i'a i.li 5-IIJ-[J|'LlL'lU'i.-'-Jlll [the lttinltingt is the past — 1| ghesl; was it
es--er iea i
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The start -at the H39 Fre-itch Grart-e‘ Fear. A Gerrnan
eee»s-¿t. Taste ts'utre|'arf tra-acts his Ame Urttert t-aaet-mate

.' tr;-.s"e.a.'t-rt r't»t.I_1|'i'er, The ts‘-ete t_1'tttt;e1 El-ttrcles are eut in
freer et the Ieng tatereeees Elena racers.

The 1--illaee HI‘ 'i_iL|eL|t-i is a quiet, tie icttte |itl|e piece. lietweell it
pertct in the centre tat the s-'i|lae,e and the t'rr:|nt et the church the
ttatrte e1‘ the 1--i||ae,e is spetl eut irt it le|2|ittr1,' hush. This eerltte
cttrtter rat I-rattce irt the Itea rt rtt the Chattt paerte pttwittce crte |r||t't
he rlicer it it tried.

H-ttl.-"rt':'I.'1'"l’, Esifluut Fl [-ti]-t:-1'|'|1"ttr:r tn the west l.|-ii T|‘|-1" '|ri| iÀgtt tltr-re“s
a ttart-: h-reettine presence lseepine, watch ever the main reatt irtt-it
the =.--E||ae_+,~- E‘ar_'iert atls-ertisi|te_ |'||r Iutjal eltaittpaeee hueses peels
awafr as uric-:tr|cer|teLt trteterists sweep past. a few, perhaps,
wertr|erir1;.1 what tltese rleserterl erarttlstaattls await.

It was ettce ette et The wrtr||:t's great circuits, Itrtstine werlct
t_i'1E|t1l|I]IiItI|l'|tE.i‘ltfIl ll'_ir'E|r1[|5 Pris art-ft tit-|:_t= |r_'1.'e 5|Jer|E-t_'£|r r'ar_'t_-5, The
tracls was fast, trer}-' tast, matte up et |t-ultlic reads eat the edge
-|_t|' the 1.'i||'¢tgs_~, .-"'1, tra|;_'1-; rm 1-1-i1ir_'h tj:-r:-th the E-i|'-,-'er r‘I.rrr_|-ws attct
Ftltarletese I-erraris ran ttew lies rrtttirtp an-rt aharidetted. the
Circuit cte EL|e|.|r-t — rltere etten tinewn as sin1ph_,- F=tr.'irP-s er Heires-
II'it_e|.e: - stanrts as a reittinrter et' these ttalr-,-‘nit rtaf,-"s e-1' I-nrmula
Dre meter racing: et Ferrari, ei Letus, an-Lt rr-a.r'-st ether ereat
tta ttes whit_.it rttarte this stretch et t'ar|tta:_. the hatln-.~.-1,-rt eriittttrl
it is. .‘--tan1_,- rnillierts ei teeter racirle tans w-:tr|r_twitte reearct the
|1||£t_.t_* with the 5£|rt"|t_* rt_*tr|,:t't_:|tt_.t_* .515 that rt_:',=.t_*r1.rt_1|:| I-rtr rttiitet t.1rt_*£|[
circuits, sL|ch as the full Spa Fra|"|cherc|'|a|'nps, the t"-t'|rhutt_{,rirts=;
it-lrtr-:tE.t_'i| eite, attiit t_'1.'ert t"-.-ht-r|.¢'t»:_tt, E-t_~irtt'5. 'r'-‘FIE El |ZI|-El-t_'t_* witt_'rt_'
Ieeenrls were made attrl nwths createtl.

The tracts was hest te the ’l“.Jh| French Lira I1-it Pris. an-it
the winner - IL_]iartt:ar|rt Hagltetti - was rtris-'in|i_=; irt his first werlrt
charnpienship race, the tiirst arlci erthgr tirtte a Ferrnula Ctr-e
werlrt rqltatttpieitship t-|1u|tt‘| has hr-ee '.-.-mt t".r-_,- a |tewr:e|ttr:r- the
car Elat.{,hetti ttresre was evert mere leeenttttre: the Witt Ferrari
t':|t's t]'i|‘|t1 '.'I.-"its it |‘H,'£||,|1itu||'§,' t,'r£t1'ter't, "I.-"ts pr-tt-'..*|.'|,:rt:-t':| |t'|£|t_.]ti|"|1_" witit
such ese-ctttcltine, st';r|irte, that it I:-ecante ttnewrt sintpls-' as ‘the
Ei-itftricrttts-|,:'_, at rtftrtte tr.-itir_|‘| 5[ir_|t51|| t|ti5[|.E|1_,',

Ctn .-'!'tLl__L'{l..lE-t W25 the Circuit cte Gueuat sprang irtte life fer
the I-ir';'|1 1irtt-|_~, h-|t';'.1irt§§ it |rtt_~t_'tir1t;§1'ttrt".|r:-1|t r_'¢1r';'| 5|rttj| it-i|»;|_15, 1|.-'t."i|| ||t_'r ral-
the tttaitt e'-rent. the inaugural C-rattct Fri:-.' r e Ia is-tartte, was Pierre
f_'|ause tlrit-'ir1t_1 it E litre BitJ,t1at1 at an at-'e‘a'|;-_§~e speed eli l't12|s|:|h
|'F4.5 rnpltl- the tttllrtw-i|1e_ treat the 13 heu ‘e rte t'iuete-: spurts ear
race — which hecarlte a '-set}-' peputar |'is;|L|"e en the ittterrtatienai
meter ravine t||ur- was run fer the first ti rre. Uurtite the race the
sunrise was art attttitienal pre|t|erT| ter t|'e alreachr c'ha||er1§aett

I-

clris-ers, whe were dazzled hf,-' it en the appreach ttt Thilleis. An
|_|tt|ii=:t_"h,r 5tt||_|ti|ttt '.".-‘it-5| trturttjt irt titres '|.E|pett| at :|]_i.§.|'|1 et_'|e't_'t t_|_tr|_.airt
wltich was Ituttg acrrtss the escape ‘earl just he}-'e|tr| the cerrter!

These epertittg rtleetitttls were ‘est rewartl ler the man whe
hart rtreatttert u|:'t this hla st threuglt t:'tantpae;rtt': r.:rmntr';.-', i"L'i‘t.-'lT‘|t:-t‘|t'i
‘Te-te' Reche. tlis ereat t.f,r..|11t|t|a|.|;-.1|'ter i.=-tr ntarriag-_1e, Ma.rj,r Fteche
W|tittirtf_=_te|t, l‘|||W hearts the Ftntis rte t'.'irt'uit rte II']ueus |'.+‘-.t'IE']'|
which cares ter the r|.|ins.

Titt_r1te'w' |'r;||, at t.:tet:5is1t_:tf| ttt it tt1I,|j.t_|‘||':.-' t|'i5|1tt.=,_t1|£||' r,.ttt,|r:§.e |t‘|;|th_"
up frem p|.|it|ic ‘eatts with a tetal lettgth e1 .T.t-t¿ttttnt t4.t-tt¿
rt‘|i|t_"5], £|rt|:| 1.-'|r.E|5 '}'t|_1.att;-;':| f|,t',=.t r:||,|[:5i-[hi the 5|tt.E||| 1-'i|h1.j.1t_" -:11‘ [_l|,|t_:|,|a;,
ts-test et the circu't ran threuc,h epen ceutttrf,-' h|.|t, at rtrte peiht,
|:|;E|r'1e|j| t||r'r|-|,|t§|'| ti t_* -:t|,|15i;ir15 nti the 1.'i||.E|;.§r_', It 1.-sets |:|r_'t_'i|j tjtjt |_||¢t1
the start line weuld he en the CHEF, a faith," |'nitt-rtr read that
rtt.;tirth:,' 5.t_1r'-,'t_*-tjt the It-'i||.§q_J||_t_ Frr:-ttt titere the rgars ran |:_tr:-wrt intri-
'L_jueu:~; '.-'i| |ae_e |tse|t' and turrtert sharp right hetweett the hui Irtirtgs

'.'ir.;|r_]|_: -:_t|_: E,_||_:|_|:-=

Fi'eim:=_t.' the er1'gr'net
rarrrtrtt.

T|1i|||;:i'5.
F2-1||_|l-:1" F‘-.[||||_':|".§:_ :'_"- E I '3'-""'i*'-"5'?
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attta-'aftfrtg tfte .s.'art ef the I95‘? .":.rrs".Ir';tt C1‘ra1.nrt .":'rr'ar, a| ,r:~er:trer.1' ft'e.tr;1'tls ttrs.'trtert't;-tr ttt-.=,!.»fttfe F|'e.'"rtert 'i' et ._|'tre.n i".ttl'ent.|».='.1.I' F.'1.rJgrr1 enrt’

t3.'i.I:se,rJ,r;-e Fatrirte, .E|.I'r}nc,r it-'i!|"t the Fer.-*.se' I-F5 er t-'5t|'|'_te.rtr'J ritseart.

an-::t sheps ertte anether nsiner react, the CCH-ts, fer a Eterit tt_E4
|r1itr_*I| gt;-|_"r1tte |,||j|-hitt rurt t_r_:- |_a 't_iare|etr_' 1_|trrtr_'r, H|_'rr_:, the trat_tr
jeinert Fiteute tsatier:-a e I-it, a much mere sienifiriattt rrtart which
se-'1-'eLi F-teints rather than etttis-'irt_t__t s-itiatges. The Fth|.i-t fertnert
the ntain straiettt, stepittg |ee|tt1.- rtewtthitt te the |':,-=_=,ttt-ttanrtert
Thitieis Hairpin which tert the circuit itacis rtnte the CDEF. the
finish i|t_e_ straigttt.

These tirst races were a success, anti nteetint_',s cerltinueci
te tte itetrt en the trari: at rteh aert re1it-:_'ttantp]eestttp {JP tr_:s-e
untii ttt'-:tE when the Circuit rte Ctueur-1 ttestert the Granct F‘ri:~:
|:jtr_' t'r’u_|trtrt'ttti‘titc' i.'_'i1:t‘t t'_tt_'- Fr.a|'tr_e -I.'!'t[_ii'I-, |,1t-t't_'r_.1i~.'t_*t'§,-' ti'|t_' Frt_!r|r_'i|

r-t-F:

Cirattrt ttrit-:. the circt it hart tFut';.-' F|r'|’it.-'t':t‘t err the iriternatiertat
scene, where it rerr'-aireet until ctr:-sure ciecartes tater- The "Fi}"il“-t-1
tstar|t|,|a|t' Taaie tsesa tari wrirt that first Iijranrt Fre-i, rtris-iitfa, the
supertt ‘s-’itt-erie tane-r’esi§__=;r|ect -ttita Ftentee F'.'t. The race ran fer
it |t't|r'|_||,1ttt||jt__-lift-I r1titr_'t_=. IT"-’tl'i-:|r|II at er: ttsr|_'ra;t.1;_" t_=-pr_!-t_*tjt rat i-1iit'i.5t~:|f1t"=
lttlit.-"-ntphl; fer a rear ceurse ttsaitthr ce|tsistin3s__ ef te|te_ straiehts
arttjt hairpirts it ta.-"as t_-tear thttt Et_"irtt';'| Ia.-'.[|s 't-‘err; t'E|E-I ir|r_'tr_'r_'rt,

Hewes-er, the te-ttewinhe, t_.-'earthe Grand F"ri;~r ctirt net return te
the Ci'=ae1pa;-._tne circuit, insteati itetlrline, te the t-in-is-r"--1-r:|ntii1c'rt;r'
circuit near Paris. It teet-r sis 1.-'ea|'.s fer the Cit‘ te tr:-turrt, arid when
it iii-rt in ttillte it iareutaht the C-errnaris with it. r"-. new tinting;
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Rei*tt.s.' the The wiee ets-eh seaces et Fi'et.'ns. Here. in the tree Gretta‘ F'i'at.
estehrie-rt circuit. ' ' “ ' the Ferrari t.T.I'ine are er Wetttjiatig tree thtes reeets the trehwati er

-'I.' I |- |'|-.I.|:..|||."

J‘

tl|l|:r-

ll '-'-IL Ill

-._l

i'.||||.-'-.I:|

|| I |'|‘-||||| |'ll:|| ||

- hecause ei. sente sat-', a hattie with Spa Francherc "ramps fer
the title tit fastest r_'irL|_|it irt [|_|rri|}e. "N-|tri=: l‘|e_t§a|| in "F15:-" with
the censtructien ef a new seuthern sectierl, Bretelle Sad, which
lir1ir.er-i the le5J_,s that ran te an-ti frern Gueus trillat-te 'r1 a tart-te
sweep hefere rejeinttte the etrt r:eurse at La Hesrette cerner.
The circuit then centinueci as hefere up te La Garenne. the new
ti‘-.ttr|'all length lieiitct =t-IIFE |ttilr:s|jF.t't]i1tett'|.

.t". further chanee was ntacie fer the t‘.i.E-It seasen when a
|tt:'-.-'-.r pr:-ttitiit tit tracit, l"|r;'lt"l'llI_!It_'2l t'i-retelr: t‘~.'errt, was l‘iuilT li|tl-ting
the La i-tesrette sectien with the I?-ts'I;t1 strait-{,ltt- This new ceurse
r_ri|tt|j|ris.|-trt a rig;-tltit-itartt‘t t_|trrt|-tr, 1'|tl||weit'i l'|-"tr a |jl-ttwttitilt tut‘
enriine, in a left cursre, with a new cli eh en reutete cennectwitlr
the El"-. Iii at h1‘||,|i.rr:-rt
carrie te 5.1 tih ntiles tt-t.Ii4Fiit|nt, altheugh a sherter ‘test circui‘
eptien wt s a'-railahle usin;t-1 seine el the l‘i'5.';' circuit. r'.|aa rt trern t

at a- rt|_1'a.', eercr "i51ht r_'rir||.er, The rt-e'.'=.-' lentlti
I F

few mine‘ r:lta|te;es !l"| t*iI'=.h this was the r.ircuit's rtefin ithre la1.'eet_.
the rerna ins et which sit in the prett';.' Cha nt|-tat-;ne ceuntrstsicte.

the f'rst tfjranrt Pris en the new c|||tfifa__eratie|t wa.s te he a
ciecisis-'e ene. a huge r-iuel ctetrelepine lietween I"-ttitre l lawthern
aitrt the |,:w_-r-|;ii_-rfrirnti|t_|'-5jean ."-t'|.a|te-el t‘anc=,ie- Hewe-.-er, this was
superserteri hr; entertaintnent ei a rtifferent sert. Ltnusualhg. the
12 Her-|rr_",E. tile 't'_i|_||-:|-ti-: I.-1.-"as run as part ll-ti the santie rite-t_~1in§-t_ as the
Grancl Pris cie l'F'iCF
e||r't at ntirrrt. The r_'r_'
with plenty,-' ef attract

, ancl the race was te start at nrticittit-tht anct
eltratirtns .Etl'1[l Fir:-|1_:ti_'|¿r.|1r':,'. iticjlart arr:-|_|n|jl iti|j|n|
ens; rtancine t-tirls galere, wrestli nf-1 |r|atches_.

aicrei:-ats. cat]-aret terrs frern Paris’ I3.-at Tait-ea rin anti f"-‘iii-Llliil Re‘-I t-tc.
nine dance hanrts ter epen air rlancinp, a tnantrneth tirewert-r
display — anct, ef ceurse — urlliniiterl chan'|pae,ne. "Few ef -he
ctreat crewrt t-tere are lit.eh.- te tr:-l’[_trtT ’La Ciranrie h.eit rtes tzteiles
et rtu Chantti-;'~t-5ne”'. xi-tlrtwect HI etespt.1r't the 1tiltewin,c=; weelc.

The F'a-|tr:| t‘|| tltite Eilleh rte '::l'|.i!l'l"l|§li;'t_t'_"|t'llI_! hart rnarte a real effert
te equip the Few circuit fer nit-tht racine, eating se far as te erect
giant pelt ins 1
he the secenct

| hrilrjt liltilttlftliÀlitii, Fat |tti|flrti|;-=I,ltt the rate starterl r;'lt1[t_,
lap. the4.5 litre werirs Ferrari ef Llntherte h-taelittli

anct tjarirti ltatjl tat-ten a t_'lI||'|'||'1ti;'llI|I:iii1!1 lr_'a-ti, which it helrt until
rta'g,threat=.- Sherrie hefere 5-ant itwas seen runnine wttheut lie,ltts_.

it-ti

Tent» Eireeits.

t_rtr1tr.a1.reni||tt rate rr_'t1|_|lati|trts whir_'lt state titat all r_'ar';'. rttust run
with lights ahlaae until iant. Then, the car went in fer a pit step
anc'l clri'-ter chantlte iust as the race rlirecter arrii-.rec'i irt the Ferrari
stall te witness the rert car heint-5 sersticeri he n"-ere than the
perniittecl 11un'|her ef n"-echanics. Te cen"|pe|-incl rratters further
the car was thee push-startert - at-tain, against ti" e rules. the
leactint-f, car was prentptl';.' ctisctualitiect anti the sen'ewhat trecal
pretests ef the Ferrari teant fell en rleaf ears- 'l'he h aclt flag was
ctisp at-rert te it-rtat-glieli as he passert the pits hut he cl'ese te it-tnere
i1,T we r_rt1wr,‘t was rilert he the effir-tats’ eterisieit, 1.-et.alisirte this
witi' hees, ehscenities ancl catcalls. Displasr flewers were tern
up .5 url itI,|rlerl ri||tr| the trael-:, as the ttaliaits t_t'irtti|t|-teci tri ittttri-re
thei' rtisquatiiicatien- E1.-'entualhr, hew-e'rer, the r:ar was fercee
eut. teat-'in,t-F, Eitirlirte, Mess ant-‘i F'eter Wl1i1el1r_=ar-l te win the race
in their C-ttrpe tat-tear.

The tlt heurs race was an appetiser ter the main esrent. the
II'§ranrt t’ri:t- .=rt.Ite.s_ri-err ntaj-ta.'tinr- was en ttanrt te r.e'-.-er what
it clescriliecl as "Tl IE RACE CJF Tl IE CEhtT|._-F-t"t". in ene et the
;e_reatest nteter races er.-er run, ."-.-tit-re Hawthern sat.-ert the rta'g.- fer
Scucteria Ferrari after heine, i n'irel'-rert in a fantastic i:-attle with luan
t'-.r1an|,|el Fans-tilt it-.rtaserati] i'||r ntttre titart ltalf the hit lap t'tista|tr,r_~
ef the new Gueus: circuit at Reints. .stutespert's' cei.-"eras-{_e went
en te state that the twn rert ca rs tlashe-it past the pits. ail-srit|.|tel1.'
|ter:lr-anrl-ner:tt in the clesint-t laps, at least ten times-

Eietere the ilae, hart es-'e=1 tire-pp-erl there was spec ulatien aleeut
whether the t-errari teant - still dist-testr.-rt after rtiseualificatirtn in
the I2 heurs race — weulci start. F-turneurs circulaterl that the
team's cars weelrl run eitlg,-' the ntinintuin netnher ||t laps te
tultill centractu.-ti i:tli|it-gati|:ins- -"it the race start, hewcwer, feur
n,:rl cars with ltraitcinj-1 Herses paint-|_s-rt ||t‘| the sirte lineri ep en
the grict

Fts the. starter, Charles Fartit-tic. |_|rtt-I-|rlr_:-;':l the flat-1 tr: start the
ta ce. the crewrl at-gain 1-reicerl its rlispleasure at the clisq ual ificatien
ttt Terra ri in thr_' t_1r|ri|_|ra ||r_'e r.ar_r_', i'IltI||III'§. artrt hi'§.E.r_",=. erttartatirttt trr:-rtt
the trihunes. The flat-I, rlrepperl anci the race starterl, “Pampas
hull’ Frelian fjen.ral-ea ltlas-ting irlte the learl ire-In the thirrl rew
in a h-taserati 15[tt-, teas-inf-1 frent rew erisrers I-ant-tirt and |:ten-ette
in sheet." as he surttect away.-' frent thern. Btr the tirne the It-"l c-tr
fielrt shrieteert rtes-'-.-"n tlt|'ei.:e_lt tiarrenne an Ftll'l'liHl'lT':.-' scrap was
ctes-'eltipi|tt-5-
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t_'-tirt.r_.al|,_1.{ was leaijling, tirtitlrswetl tn; a tig|ittl1|,.- |I|ar_itt_'-tjt t}|_|nt_'h
censisting ef Ftscari, 'tr'itleresi, Fangie, Hawthern, Eenette.
."'|-"l|.-JFttT'||I!||‘l anti Farina, wittt Etta ht:-t tin the heels nt this t}|,_|rteit
ef red r:ars- F-.t the enrt ef lap twn t'inn.'tale.t had pulled eut a
feur secenti act‘-.rantage and leelsed litte increasing it esren mere.
t-iehind hitn hattle was raging fer secenrt pesitien- .»'tt.'ttis'pr:i.'t
tattes up the stt:-r';.r:

""-"I.~’itl"| Cit ||‘|?!ate.?t tIIl,J‘t in irtrrtt, the fierce strti;|-t_gl-e l:".-ehit‘| rt |'ll_"'|."'l_"l"
dict let up fer a rne-ntent- The htaserati tiid the first fisre laps at
an a1.-erage speerl nf e-aer 1 tlinph [ttt~t],.Z'=titpitj|, Fangie hegart
te clese up en Farina, whilst Ftscari, Hawthern and "-.-"illeresi
eti||tir||_|all';,-' r_'t|tsppt_1tl anti changeri p-lar_|_1s - less tl|.a|| halt a
set:end separating all three-"

.-‘ifter ten laps the leattier was se-aerls secentis aheatl. with
the tep drisrers placed as fellews: t. Cirtttaatez if.‘-.»taseratit, 3.
llawthern t_Ferrarit-. .it. r"-iscari tFerrarit-. ti. ‘--'illeresi tFerrari|. 5.
t-arina it-r.-rrarit, is- I-angle |'i'~.ttaserati1~- t-innzalez itept increasing
his leati. anti a.t EU laps hati an ttt secenct atisrantage with
iuur Ferraris stilt l‘|-attliltt-t_ it nut- Hti'w|-:'i.-'et, Fartgitt tlttiugltt it
aheut tirne he get in en the act and swept past Farina untier
the Cttittlupt Hritjtj-1_e, tittltr tti he retal-ten tire Farina irttti Thilitiis,
Ctn lap E4 eccurred a ntest e:-ttraerdinarst sight- After Gtittrtalert
wertt litre-|_|gi|, .-tistari, "|.titleresi, Hawtiterrt, Fangie, Farina anti
."-rtarin"|en - all tnring te pass each ether - hurtlert en ntasse past
the trilI=-unes- Ewen the Maserati anti Ferrari pit stall were shalten:
pint the peer teant managers whe hart tn t:t:i|n.tes-' pnsttiens te the
drivers!

then the inaneeu-.rr]ng hegari: Fangie was en the nttwe,
whistling past three cars te sit en rt-.scari's tail; Genzalez signalled
That he was t,ti|t‘|irtg inttt The pits fur ittel, ha-.ting l:".||-rt-1=_l-r|"i the race
en half full tantts. Fangie then at-tnewletigeti a nt'_,rsterieus ce-de
tin his pit heard- [_it|-rt.‘-'alt_:;" t||re net r:-Ii the pits ltiatt-'i|tj-1 ltist Iii
secnnds, and dreppecl tn sit-tth place- The nest lap a scrap fer the
leatl ltegart, with t-E|t1||lil_I|_, ."itst_ar'i an-[i Hawtttrt-rrt tearing artitttttjt
desperatelsr trsring te get in frent. .-tiscari lest greund lea‘-.-ing
Fangie anti Hawthern eut in frent. where .-ritrtteptart tal-tes up the
stnnr enr.e ntere:

"The tight at the trent centinued unah-atetl. Fangie anti
Hawthern ttept up their epic ding-deng, anrt the c|'ewd all reund
the circuit was alntest hesertt with er-zitensent. The .-tirgentinian

5tt

was ltrittgirtg all his east ei-.pt_'rie1|r_'eintr1 play, h|_|t r_tt|_|lrt trtatte
ne intpressien en that t:eel, green--clad figure in the Ferrari-
Ewrstirte seerrtetl te sense that Fa rlgie had tnet anether Inaster
ef nteter racing- This was certainl';.' t'-.-titre Hawthnrn’s hnur, anrt
Enae Ferrari ntttst ha"-re hlessed the clasr he signed up the Farnharn
fl}-er-"

With titre laps te ge, Fangie cante past the pits a wheel
wirtth alteart ef Hawthern, artrl rettnrt thes- went, r,.tte-pping anrt
changing. Feur laps te ge anr-i Fangie weasreti as l-lawthern trieti
te pass. tsttitte tmiit te the grass rnernenlarite in frent nf the new
tinting he:-t. rece'~.rere-d. and the pair levelled as they disappeared
|_tn-[ier the Fit nln-p it-ritlge,

The re-:ci‘entent was indescrihahle, with etrersrtttte en their
feet- in the ‘tit:-unes sceres et liieltl glasses were fecuser.i en
't'hilleis- Lip Itt the press trihune the ."i".l'tI_C!ÀtiHtEll'| cetnrnentater
was practica is in a state et cellapse after ialihering nen-step
fer es-er tw'e-and-a-half he-ens, with harels-' a |ne|nent's hreathing
space! Three laps later Fangie anti llawthern were again dead
lesrel past the tinting l‘1ti.'-t. Harri-hearted ieernalists, ~.-eterans ef
tiezens et Grand Pris etrents. lest their usual nenchalance anti
het_art‘|e l'l'1.El-[tl':,-' ettt_i[e|jt rt-rtltirtt-ters, 't'_ilne t-terttlerttan e'-ten went s||
far as te tear up his netes, stand en his hat and. finalist. falt ester
his tit-sir!

The last lap: fer the tenth tinte the leaders dead heaterl twer
the line. -"~le-ene will ester terget that Fnish. at Thilleis l'latwthern
edged ahead ef his ri'-rat anrt helrt his slender lead all the "w-‘as
tiewn the straight. Dewn carne the flag with the Ferrari aheut tit]
-yards in fn int ef the ."-.-rtaserati.

ilewesrer, hefere esrersrene ceulti let eut their helti ttreath
there was anether terrific thrill, aitaiting a last rninttte hid,
Gt]-n.'tale:-t left it-.scari standing eut ei Thilleis, and tere tiewn the
straight, ail hut eatetttint-1 Fartgiri tin the line, In this ’l1at_.e -tit the
Centu re‘, just Tr‘-ti secnnds separated the first fisre cars.

Heittts hatt l‘.|et_'ttn|r_' Trartt_'e's pr|_1nti|_1r rtte-ttir rat_'in|;_§ t_ir-:_|,|it
twith the te-tceptien, perhaps, ef Le circuit de la Eiarthe at Le
tstanst- it planretl hest te the French reund et the Ferrnula
fine i."".tt'|l'lt'i Cltatrtpienship en a regular hasts; the Ciranrt Pris-:
taking enl';.' the eccasienal iireatt te s-'isit lieuen-les-Essarts anti
t-Tlettnent-I-r-rrand. the circuit alse perindicall1.- hested stages ef
the French anti Wt.'irlti Cs-'c'le Chantpienships. the Teur de France
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rttutn. and varinus high prnfile mntnrcvcle meetings. The decade
between niid titties and niid st:-fties was the circ-eit's geltlen era;
the stands were alwat-'s pacited and evervthing went smnnthltr-
But the t-lasts ef pure read ceurses tas eppesert tn street circuits]
were numbered fer car racing and tndasr nnhr a few remain in
neutered ferm litre Spa-Franc-hurt-hamps and Le f'--tans. Cine ef the
reasrrns fer this was clearlv the safctsr aspect. iinch a fast ceurse
based nn public reads was bnund tn he dangernus, and the
Circuit rle Genus clainied the lives ef a nurnber ef cernpetittrrs.
amnngst their number Luigi tvtussn, l-tilled in an accident at
Curve tlrs ¿ttettrr tluring the i'.i'5-El Grand Pris, which was alse
luan Manuel Fangin’s final Cirand Friar- Enan Ferrari cnmmented
en his driver's fate: “I have wen at Fteims but the price is tee
high- I have inst the nnlv Italian driver whe mattered”-

The Grand Pris circus pitched its tent at Heims fer the final
time in ttihh, heading the fnllnwing vear tn the new Bugatti
circuit at Le tvtans. That final Grand Pris was nan at sreme speed.
ten, Eiaridini turning in the fastest ever lap at Fitc-ims in practice
at I-i':l1?'-Eli. 233.Bitph fl=5i5.3 mph] and tacit Eirabham winning
the race.

The circuit went intn decline frem this pnint, with the final
"I 2 heurs race — an annual tirrtu re — eccurring the ftrllewing treat.
The taaa race was scheduled and lnnited certain tn tatte place
until the ritrts which were sweeping the ceuntrsr at that tinie
resulted in its cance[latinn- The fnllnvring treat was tn he the
final ene fer car racing; en tune E9 the Fermula Twe circus
arrived fer wh at turned nut tn he the la st ever meeting at Helms-
Fellewing the race a press release was issued abeut the future
ef the circuit:

”t'-rtndificatictns being studied tn give the Eeims circuit
a lasrettt cnnfnrming with current racing regnlatinns will

Eiraharn Htit was nne nt many werict charnptehs whe raced
arntrnct the reads ntrtside Greens.

require inspectitrns anti alteratitrn werl: fairing several nrenths.
Cnnsequentlv, the rttutnmnhile Club nf Champagne, wishing tn
carry nut alteratiens se that its races false place under the best
cnnditinns, has decided nnt tn nrgantae the Reims car race
meeting in l'£iF’t]. and instead effer starting pesitiens te amateur
racing drivers fer t*.iIi't ,”

The wnrtr was never dnne fer a number nf reasnns. nne nf
which was that the prepnscd changes wneld simplv he far ten
at-tpensive Widening nf the pit straight tn accn ntmndate a prnper
pit lane and wall {Refers nnhr ever had a Tarmac apren and pit
cnuntert wnuld have required the dentnlitinn and recnnstructinn
trf the pit antt paddecir rznnipleir. — a rnajnr undertalting. espc+r:iatl3,r
as Clerrnent-Ferrand was pushing hard tn hecnme the regular
hest ef the Gra nd Prirt. tvieterevcle racing did. hewever. trentinue
at the circuit intn the seventies, fnr a while at least- With the ca rs
gene, theugh, a gued prepertien ef suppert fer racing dried up.
‘rvcs Cernpan wen the last cver racc at the Circuit rte Grace:-r tin
it tune, tilt’:-1, riding his .'F5t]Icc Hnnda bit-re.

The erganisers nactred up their belnngings and left the
circuit, never tn return- The pit and paddnc stnnd ernptrtr and
untnuched until early Etltjht, apart frem hered teurists detng a spnt
nf eitplnring, and wantnn vandalism, when the lncais decided tn
begin resteratien crf the circuit buildings. In the winter ef EIEIEIEI
a read realignment scheme fnr Ciueu:-r meant annihilatinn nf the
t"-rtuiae-Thitleis sectien. which was replaced lav a new read; La
Garenne was cut nff hf,-' an nverpass- The nriginat read can he
feltewed fer a distance until. in the middle ef a farmer's field.
a small wenrlen cress - Àewers he its side - marlrs the paint at
which it ends-

... and new
Tcrtlatr. the circuit has reverted tn public read use. hie-thing
distinguishes it frn nt any nth er French bacl-t read; nething. that is,
until grtru reach the etrt startrfinish area which is litre a snapshet
nf meter racing in the late 1'.-i-htts- imagine nne nftndav’s Grand
Pris; circuits — the new hliirlsurgring, mavbe — abantleneti anti
untnuched fnr thirv-five vears, and gnu might get an idea nf just
hew atmespheric Reims is.

Prettsr rnuch evervthing remains — albeit suffering the effects
nf fnrtsr greats nf decatr — bar a cnuple ef buildings- Rising tn the
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Ftt fever eut".-he the IE‘ heurs raee.' jest a tear rears tater the
erreert was ahancrerrect. |‘E3eertes_tr .'_r1|tfI

left are |l1|_1 lwe l1|_|1I|t_1 1r'il1r'|_1|||t_"5.; I-.|]t_tll|t1[l'|g_~|t1 at russt the rearl i':'- tl|¢_.
pit anrl paclclecl-: centplesr. Iflnce pacl~re.cl full ef rearine crerarrzls,
their rteia-' sit ri|eie|l'gr he the reaclsirile in the clealer1ir1;e, silence.

There is se ntueh te see- e:~;pl-eratien enrler the twe inain
erantlstenes re'reals ticlret ellices antl restaurants: the rear eti the
stanrls, like er.rer'§,- ether sr.|r"ar.e in the area, are t.u-'-.-‘er-t't'l in farlerl,
flal=;irr-5.1 arr-cl ter;_is_etten acleerts ter ElF', Esse, L'Eeuipe an-Ll "»“ee~Llel,
amenest utlters. 5i_~lling their wares Tu an a|,||;lii_-nee nu In-nper
lturrine.

Ft sien naminp_ the stancl ‘Triherie l?.ar,-inimrl Serniner’ is
heinp; repaintecl er-ith great care he a ntentheref the ACE: alatwe
hint en the pleateiil artrjl r_'ur1.'ir1§§ reel el the slarnil Er FJL|1|lr:p l.tI|5:rtI|
gradually faeles inte nterner';.r.

P-efrertcl the large rrtairi twe trihunes lie a pair el srnaller
epen stands, rw-e|'|en:r.'.-n with ltlaclrlte|'|"y heshes. ,-1-trches an-tl
pillars in the fielcl hehincl the starrtls are ‘-ttlÀtltfl}-' reminiscent ef
the |tt::1L;alitlts at Steneltenge. in the seuth west ef |1|'lHlFll!'ll.'.l, hut
rather th..|.rr ancient ceremenial teatures, these are all that remain
111' The Sp-t:t_latr1t r;n1l’ar‘||,'.t: gattrs, a |:‘|‘|||nu|t'|et‘|l tr: The past-

Urn the far sicle ef the react there is rnuch mere: the main pit
ltr,|il-;‘lin;|.[r_|rrt5i1=.[ir1;.[ rrl 5| lint; ref pit l1rr:Zr;r_"5 altr-rt_!I,F|',=.i-|jlr_*1ltt,' apren;
the paclcleclr centple:-r ancl asseciatecl structures. .='theut halfe-raj,-
up the lirre el pit hrrsers trrwers a ll-Llilrilirrg esetl as a restaL|rar|t
area. lnsicle the pit he:-res at the far enrl are the remains e-f seree
relieelling eri|eiprtient, new restirr-5.1 an-Ll epen te the elements. The
tel.-,-er anrl tan]-: that lrept thein fell ef feel lie eff te the left, rustiee

t'.a|jlir1_[§ ir1 the late '._5.|_|l'1il!T1I_1|" -t_'1.'i_"r1i:|t!*{1|_.|1|E-l1ir'|t_*, a5 ||a1|_|r't,' 5l|_]wl1_,r
reclaims these eclifices. lust as the Flteirnan eladiate-rs plarrerl eut
lile artril rileath scertaries irr the arena, here, he-rses were replacertl
lie mar.:hines_. anrl shield anrl arnteur l‘l-‘:3 helrnet anrl grteglrrs.
Gene hut net eu'te lere_etten, the wttrlcl has sirnphr rne'-recl en,
l-eas-iitpl hehjnrl a 'uined tentple te the p_r~:-at eerls -::-f speerl.

Centinuing. tte track itself is naestlgr intact apart frent the
pres.-iiiesle ntr_~|"|tE::~:t-erl ruentlahuet at the entr~_,- ef the {Iuerlte rle
Gue|.|r-;. ancl anet'"-er at the renarrants ef Thilleis I-lairpin, heth
r|-l wltitlt ferni pr rt uf the n iatl intpreeeinents ef Etttttt- Ettnr-e
clesere ef the circuit the Fteute hlatienale .':t'| has heen wiclenecl
and is ||r_|-w a l‘||_1*_I11_|.- tleal r;arria3;r~s-.-aj,r,

The pre-11152 circuit is -easilir-rlri'-ren teclaf,-, anrl the huilclings
are-until the "t“irai.§e rile Gr.|e|.|s appear little chan;e,etl. l1‘s |:lr..1ehIt'ul
that the uilla|ee ef t'ieee:r has r::lta|tp,t:rl inech either; ene lecal
teltl me that a heiltline nest te the circuit still here the scar frern
a '-areenrl inflicted h~';,- a Ferntan racer in the l'°l'tt]s. the ltuilrliitg
in e|uestien certain lfr cleers harre a scrape in the ri;-_=;ht spet hut hew
it rr_-all-_.r r,ante te he can enl';,- he ]I_l_Jrt_"Et¥t_"fl at

A ereup ef lecal enthusiasts, l~;ne'-rt-n as F-.n'| is tle Circuit Lle
ti_i|,|r_"|,|s: -t.-*tlI_'.[_i] are l:l"_r“il"|§.5!__. 5l||wl'F', tr: rt,'5[t:rr_" parts tit‘ th-|_" 1r'ar,lt,
ts-tin in1al funcli ne ancl e rr I1,-' rreluntarrr werl-r ma lzes prepress cliffi cu lt
hut '
the ti
sarep,
eu tpi

es arrris-' liave sL|r_r;ee£le£l in resterirre the E 1|-[J-|,_1a ta nr_ l._" ul-_l
ntins; parrillien tPasrillen ,-tetrlre Lanthertt- he cluh alse
-|ar-:ls the tr-sclrfs histerrr, r_ellectir1r.§ eirerrr sl're-if er rrieclia
-t cennecterl te the r.'.i|'r.u it- Hecentl'g,r, the tr-tf_tEt tisatien facerl

gentle in the alterneen sen. r'she1re the pit l
twertisentr-nts; e'-.rer-,r ta-all has farlerl ntarlrir

Er-rpleriae the haclr. ef the pit heilcline tL
|;|arlrl-eclt - a nrl the pa rl|;leclr.s inain |;'lII_.II_.l_".§5 p
tunnel. It shews sente signs ef fleedinp; lt-

reses are mere teclerl
e ufseine l-:ir‘|t‘|-
rns up the er-.rer;!.{,rewn
rlrtt, a l£||’f_1r_*, twrt-latte
_|t etherwise appears

ir1 i.'r_*|"_tr §.1;|1r1{l |,trr1|jliti|rrt, 5-rintcrwltat ‘¿r-'rtI|l"E|t_‘ ‘fur er.-'r_*£|r, artrjl I'l'1lI|5'll'r|-'
hriclrerl up, is the feet tunnel, the steps en the paclcleclr sicle
l‘.|r,|rit_'-;':l ir1 rr._.|l‘.|l}lr_", [lie-|_|f_fl:| r_lr_*._‘rr|_1r nu [lie lril] erie sicle.

|"-rlanr-_,r ef the walls areunrl the ce|Tiple:~t are arlernerl with
erarlili, which has clantagecl the periecl pairrteril walls ancl
centr'huterI te the f_1ene|'al air ef ahaeden ntent-

When the Hentan empire turnetl its haclr; en Elritain il lett
hehind ntan'§,- ahanrlnnerl structures, anrl the reinains that sit
hir the Reute .‘-latiena|e .1-l are errecatirre ef these, ferrrier ;e,|r.:r'-,-

the challenge el tr large Lletachnrent ef 31,3.-'|Jsies, er tra‘-rellers,
setting, up cainp in the elrl parlrleclr- the intrurlers he-arrlecl up
the treshlgr painte-Ll pasrillien te heltl a we-:lciine_ aartyr. llappihr,
the tta‘-.rr_~llr_*ts t||||l-: l‘|||Tr,: Ell: the F't|:Il:i'5 pleas anrl tl‘|-|_~ 'lEe'_=.|j|r_~|,'l' Th-|_"
site‘ stencils clette-Ll aheut the place, the enlrr dantttee l1-eing a
small arm:-|_|rtt ufjsraffili,

Werr:l has it that the h-uilclinp_s are threatenecl with clentelitien,
hut it's r:leehth..l thal this will ever liatjrperr. Le-Lal resiclents are
preurl ef their meter racing heritage te the extent that ntanr-Ir weuld
rilte te see rtieter rar.-the return. Gisrerr the arrreerrl eli rt1enc's' the
charnpagne ceinpanies turn errer it '-rreelrl net he a surprise if tltery
stern-pe-r,l up the fu ncls te return les Circuit cle f:rL|L"L|1-L te actierr, still
using the elrl pits anrl parlrleclt; what an esrent that '|.r.'-:1-tll-:':l hr-1
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NLiretirgn'e_:_jt ci'ret.'tt.
t-.'-'_:||;ll-.-;|t|-;|

:IlI'§_llIIl Ij.|lIIiIIIllII

J‘
If

E|.,_||:l-I-'J"li'|'|

'¥r.'|arlcr l-.:'.-|.'||
i7t;|s'_='r.Ic'-.

!J:.:|'|l-::l-::|:-l

I‘-.1.;l -'_:-'|l'| '|$l'|

|:I'§l: |'|-:ll"$.f |'| EIJ

E|f|l[||j:|‘|

Hc-.‘.-.r.':r.rg

l'r-n|r1 ti|t_*eE|rl1_,- {l.t|e5[lri1.-t_~r1=-l1.E||:l£|1'-i_"{|rt:r'll|t_'|r£|t_'l-L;5||r1|et_'lairr|t_'|:l
it te he haunterl he ancient spirits, whicl' weule‘ en‘|e|'_t_te t'|'e|n
he1'-'-'eer1 the trees at the siele el the lrar.'rr and lerce a car eti-
the tracl-t at speetl. ‘t-'I."itl‘|e|it deuht a nt-n"|her ef straitsae and
inei-r[.r|ir_'ahle crashes eccurrecl en the 5i'|r.‘s-chleile, and in l'Et-i.'i
rlri-aers refuserl t'ht|-i|tT-l'tlE'.|‘|l-i te rare en it -|'.t||'it'|jI_ the II'i|'and Pris.
It tlees seem tar-tetchetl, hewe'-rer, te c aim that ghests were
rt_-s|:rensi]"ile fer the at.t_it'lee1s. Wltate-aer the reas+i|'|, the tratlt
was little used thre|_t_;heut its existence, cernparetl with the
t-t||rtlsr.t1lei|'e part ef the trait; at least.

E-ermane, heme rlatien et the car, has always e|"|jt11_,-'er:l
s|_|t_'t_'t:5'5. wltert it t_'-:2-rt1t_~5 1|1 |r|| iltrrise-ijl sprirt, lr| l ‘it'll? the |:|-::t_‘.r|_| l.E|riI':,-'
et'-::en1petitie|'| n"|eterin§_t letl te the intrerluctien et the Haiserpreis
series e1' races. F‘erha['1s as a result el l3rer..1ltlancls, a |2|errrranent
testing venue fer tL'ierrnan |nant1tat:turers was nteetetl, and
2-Li;-_1t;_=',r_*s1et| lecatiens inc|utler.l an area in the Eilel meuntains,
E!l'l'llll"|1IFT nth-:-rs. Htw.-'{w'ttl', ne cenclttsien hart heen tlrawn he
the time EI..|rt:r|ue tlescenclecl intn hlt:-ed}-' war.

|t'-.-.-asn'tt|ntil It-tltl tltattlteirlea r|,:surt'at_i,~tjl-F'."r.-"l_t!‘;i[F-.uten"|e-hil
‘-Jerlteh rs-LJl1uny,strasse_| a circuit matle up et autehahn just
ti-|_|[5i|jlt_" Herlirt — was |_t-;'.t_*tjl tittr i'q;'|l._ll'|§.5:_, lltert, in l"-it:-FF:-, Ur T_T'1ltr
Creuz, a memher et the Eitel district ceuncil, came up with the
i-ljleit 111' 1l1t_" t-tiirl1t|rt5:ir11{ air-::l 5|_1lT-|r1i1lt_'ci it in April 'l‘-IE5. He |.:£=tir|t_1|:l
the sup|1ert ef ADP-.C, the fierntan mete-rsperts §_I;e-srerning ltweelf,-_.

as

Eirttjl als-:1 l-Ittr|r.a-|j:l s"t|:l|_1r1E||_|t_'r, Jttaerir t:-ti li_'t:|]u;!]_r1t_~, wlm t_trt_*r5tt.Q_tj:lt_"|jl
the s;tw-er|1|T|ent te suppert the irlea. The reeien was in ecenemit:
celaressierr -Elrttl the her1e1'it'£- et a tlet.liLateL'l lracls were clear: the
ge-aern rnent grantee the ere]-ect 14.1 rnillien |-teit:hsn"|arl=:s.

Eenstructierl lt-eean er E? 5t'_‘f.I'|fL“|"I'llJ-Ii.'f,. 1E+E'.'i- There’s seme
rlehate ah-eut n-recist:l}-' where werl; first starter] hut, in his l't-tttil-'.,
F5 tahre h-r'ttr.iJur_t_trt'e_t;', tvtichael Elehrnclt claims that cnrlstructien

a

we-rlr: l‘it_'-_|.t_;'|r‘| ||r‘| the iii]-t'lst.l l|,:i1'|,: ti-r siiutittrtn st:t.tiu|t. Tl‘|i.'§- w-:1-|,|l|'l
make the seuthern leep tte eltlest [J-art et the Ting. t-leweeer,
etan~,- |‘t1t_,ttrt'lE. were lust ctr, rine, the 1-ietnntl 't"'|i'nrl|;l ‘t-‘Jar.

's"'-.-'erlt en the circuitw s cem|:rletecl in 1°12? ancl the epenins;
r:|t_'t_'|i1|51_ wits rr_||| ||r1 Hi,-"l"_-J‘ ]|_|||t_' rt‘.-‘er the tiull t_'irt_|_|it, The 1r£|t_'lt
was s'er'g,- leng, and -:1-eulrl alse he split in twe: the lens;-er 14.2
mile l_EE'.Itltrr1] -‘"-lercls-|_hleil'e ler ir'r|:rr1a1ier1al races ancl the shert
-Ht |niletF.?l-:n"e5i]clschleiterlesi|r.1 terl fer -tIlul‘l- ratiiitg and testing-
Ettrnhir-int; the twe traclts macle the Gasarnstreclte hea1.'f,"-veieht
t1tTl‘|t:-t'irtIt|lt wttrltl at lF'.? t'|‘|llt:f=. 'Ett-.l!Il1r5l-:|t‘|}|.

During-_=; the traclrfs First tew 1;-‘ea rs et er-zisten ce, the twe circuits
weft: t.| ir‘nl':-int_"t'l |tt| IE-l' tn-ti tltt: [ir‘|‘|t_* 5 l"|1'l tit L.t:5 were run tat.-'t_*t the [lull
2-ttiltrn (lit milest. The First time the sherter traclt was usetl was
{lttrirtj.§ [l'|t_: l'i1't_~lrt_*|‘||"|t_*|‘| in Mitt,-' l*3i|l'-Fl '.".-'l"|en [h-t_* 1'ir1.E|l r£|t_t_" HT. the
clay" saw hiltes and cars cen1|:retin;g ttigaether en the sarne traclt -- a
rare -nr:_t_ I_||"I"lI_'|lII_'1_", ft. L'ru_||j|lt_*t1|- weel-:5 l.alt_'r -tjltrrirtt¿ at _'l_:|-I-'l~;r1| -Il'I{l
ntilesfl race a new traclt recerd was estahlished; 5-rri ttttjth was
nur.-'t-" the fl1i;'lt'lIi, lit: lf|t_~'¢tlf,

these with an interest in ineter racing ltnew ef the
l"~!erclschleii'e‘s tlauntint; reptitatierl, a tracts that has cl-.|in'|ecl the
lit.-es tit inane seeerl n'|t-rtihants ever the years, and still rlees -l.ll'|
a re;-sular hasis- The 'rir1t_;’s mest tanteus inciclent clitln't actually
i1t'r.-'t:rl1.-t' |;'|f'l':." t.1t5|li1i|,:5, tl‘|||t1jI_l‘| it ‘r.-'r|_*l"!.r |‘|t:.5lrlf|.r cliiim-|_~t'l The lilt: rt:-T
the reigning Fermula Cine Wt:-rltl Ch.'.tmpien; this was. er ceurse,
‘-like I £||_4[l£|'5 hnrriiic Fer-t-s||1asl1 |:lt|rinj.1_ the Iijerntan II_Lrancl Pris
'n t‘t.Tr't'1. That acciclent eccurrecl near the mest nertherl';i' |:r-eint et
_i|t_' t1IlI||"l_l‘llI_'t'Il l|'H'l|].

Hewe¿.-er, tew l=;nt1'.=i'wrr'y'n1r..:r.:l'r aheut the ee|uall'§.» chal lenging
tut sherter circuit a tew lsilernetres te the seuth- The circuit L|‘3'E."t.l
‘he sarne start anrl finish stretch as the t-lerrlschleit'e_. a Etttt metre
.lti-'ltJlti lent; straight et EU metres’ tlii.]1'tI- witlth. The ceurse ran
tlewn te the first rerner where it separaterl frern the t~t+irtl.scl"|leit'~:r
at Siitlltehre, an almest ninety.» clegree lett-hantl turn. -‘stttw en



Harts Herejram tin his Perscne F1555‘, ear" Id.
the i'iT_-|ll:ilE|lI_ii"lll._ilTl-|._' t_.?|rE. tjrrrtr-t_:t_*etjlt_~|jl eut tall the [tr:'n artrjl |j|liu!tgr_*rj:l
clewnhill underneath a read hridge. attter the hridge the tract-t
st.-'rrt_:tj:r1 |:lrJ-er.-'r'| i:n1t] a t.-'alle':,', 1l"|rr_||,|;|_‘_[l1 a 5r1£|lc|,_1 |_|l lt_'1'|- artrl right-
hand eurees, wltich led inte the Et-ranltetr:ept' sectien er tracts, a
tricln_.-', writhing gre|.||J eI' turns that snreetherl inte a shert straight-
tr-test up was the fast right-hancler, .a.schensr:hlag, tellewed he a
shert straight and slight leit ltinlt. Emerging tre-m the ltinlt after
atschenstihlag, rariers were 'rnmerliatt':l1,-" presented with .‘ieitgt':n|,
a right-leit centhinatien. the lett epening eut §_=',t'-i.‘|Ll't.:ti‘|ll}" inte a
tast and straight-ish seetien that nisltetl rewards the Hlet_.l~:sl1erg
ltinit. Blecltsherg a last right-hander that claimed the lite t1-t
l_‘ril-;r_.~r lTl'i-|_lrir_" :IIalt_: in l'Ei[".rI [hiring the I-ll-1_‘lI't_"l'|l'|rE_‘l'| es-'t_:rt[ — is the
seuthern erstrentief et the Htirhtrrgring, seine .'-'.5lr.rn l4.h milest
l-l"[_llTT'l ÀlE_"l";|;_li's"||'-l,:l'|-Ii, -l_ l'H"l"l Ell",

adter Etlet:l=;sherg the ceurse ran right reund te the eutsltirts
el the rriiilage ell‘ -"-rlrullenhaclr: the ninet'gr degree right-hand cerner
here at the t'.eurse's lewest puint hears the village's name. .1‘-.r'ter
Mullenltach the traclt hegan te climh haclt uphill inte Eassruclt,
a fast climh threugh the tnrest. at the r:li|nh's snrnrnit lies nne et
the tightest turns almesta hairpin -- en the 5L'|dschlei1'e, 5r_'harter-
tr-’.r:-pt] The right-hander i|nrnr;:diateh,- t'tews har_L; intn a left sweep,
epening inte a Icing straight and rejeining the Tsterclschleite
at lf_it_"gt_'||gt_*r£|t'lt_: running parallel te the starlrfirrisls line, The

Eititlsettleite again splits fre-r11 the nurthr;-re leep at .‘~lr|r{ll-;t;itrt_:,
a '~.'er'5r wide left-hander that spat cars inte the Etetenl-;ehre lse
rtarttretjl as it was tt1.a-[le -t;r|_t| rt-T ‘l]rr;*[t_:-rt", [lie li_'-t_!1'|t1ar'| 1.".-'t_1rrrj:l fer
cencretet, a right-hand turn that hreught cars reund ente the
start-"t'inisl1 straight te cemplete a F'.F"-'lF'ltrt'r lf-’l.tI- mile] lap.

the Fiiirlsr:hleit'e was alwat_,'s the n1.rerleel:ed pan et the ring,
usetl lar less than the r‘-lerrtlschleile. There are a nu m|.1er er‘ reasens
fer this, ghests asirle. tt was ner.-er inteederl that the seetl"|ern
luep sheuld held l:-rig races er internatienal events hut. lrqr the
t*iI'tt'.ts, s|_|r_.h eeertts hart her_.n-rne a matter e-1' prestige, t]t_:rmarq,-
was en a missien te preee its greatness, and German cars swept
|fl"|t_*i1r-|_1artjl irt t_'1.'-t_"r':.-' rnajer ta-r_ L1, The l"-lt_|-rt'iE.t lt lr|_1it't_" was the grt_"a[t_-'-st
traclt -at all; a German win in the greatest car en the greatest
traelt taras .3 rtt.5|jr_rr ljrtt-t_r-E-t lrt-r 'li_it_'r|r1ar1';,-', The |:la|,_|r1tir1g |tt_:rth|,_1rr1
;leep’s prentinence grew and crewds ef er.-"er Ettttlttttt attended
the German Grand Pris.

5tirlsr.hleit'e was net entireh,r trirgetten; altheugh races were
run entry intrequenthr, it was a pepular testing t'acilit';r, and well
nsaintainerl. a tint: ser'.tien er trael; was hutlt te allew t~trirrlscl"rlett'e
and 5|'_itlschleit'ete he used at the same time. Stichstrasse ran frent
near the pedr_-strian hridge at the [slam [It J1 rni lei pr rst te just after
the hridge at Siidltehre. tr-larrew. single tra cl: and quite l:|un'|p}r_. this
tfrt_*e-lir'1t_*-[l 5r|_*|_[lt|n er.-'.a:5 t1t_*e|,:r trE.t_:t_'l t'||r r_rt-t'it_'i£|l rating |_'Jl_.tt"[Iltt_I|'§.l._!E--
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rt rtetd er sperts and sateen racers a,e,eears tram the erhs-rear
mist which etteh hung ever the circuit.

Hatirlg at the l"-lt,'|rhr|_|rgrir1|;§ r_'t_'.aserl ir| tale 1['t_"ifil as lL'_ierrr|.a|:|'r,'
had ether things te eccupsr it. 't-"'r.-'l‘|r.H‘| Ftmerican ferces arrived
in r"--tullenh-ach in -"'-rtarch ef lft-'15, their r-errlrnarnder errlered
a greup et tanl-rs up the Fiiidschleife teward the F-'-t'.hafer-trIep1',
whilst anether greup headed up the traclr in the wreng directien
tuward the startr'tinish straight- this area and the Gttgrrrrgerade
sectien were used as l IQ lg-.-' the allied te-rces.

The traclr was hadlg,- damaged he the tanl.-s, anrl '5.rears ef
nr-glect frem t*iI:ttt teel~: their tell. Witlt help frem the French
grwereinerrl the 1*ii_]dsr_hlei1e was rehtiitl in tttsti-', tn-etrnem_ieg
with the star‘tr'finish line in Mast that sear- There were few
alteratiens; a new s|,|rlar._'e and slight hanlzirtg rt-r1 srnrte turns.
The seuthern leep's inaugural errent was a hilre race in August,
tu which seme tit]'.iIItt't]' farts paid the li Deutschrrtarlt arlrnissierr
tee. ‘-3 races were helrl_. riders wearing different celeur helmets
te shew in which class thesr were cempeting- The nerthern leep
was net r:empleteh,- repaired until titrtt-t.

Frem t'J.3tt the 5i-idschleite was used en a regular hasis, and
ct ||‘|tintre1rl 1|| he sti Th rt|-Lt;|-{hr tut the ltestt rdera |1le- lr‘| l'f:i":r"i F-|1r|t‘| Lila
It cars descended upen the seuthern leep, and l-leinz Weelte
set the tastt_"st lap tit‘ the It] lat} r5tr_e, his tirne 111' -"-i-l'l'| It-T-il setttnels
ec|uating te an aeerage speed ef tttttltph tt-i-2 mph,

5-rtrrtte ntirtttr t_irr_'c|it t_'l|a||g_es w|_1re rttarjie t':l|_|rinsJ_ the ‘If-il¿¿s.
ln t*t.'i-5 the Gengengerade was widened te ti! metres |IttiIft;- anrl
resurlacerl in Tarmac, and in lfifi? the entire start artrl finish
area - with the e:rceptien ef tztetenltehre - was re-crwered in
Tarmac. rafter this had heen dene, the Siidschleife hegan te run
a few mere high prefile es-ents. the annual tifelrennen meeting
returned te the seuthern lcrep during the fifties, Welfgang win
Trips winning the Wit race in his Fiat, and setting the fastest lap
in jtm still-T.

'r.-"'.."lt.att shti|_|lt':l l"|£nrt_: heen the E:ii_it':lsr_.lt leEte's greatest tjla';,-' r_ arne
en August t. ll-Hat]. The It}-ill Gresser Fries rren Deutschland
[lL'_ierr1tar'r t_'.ra|id Pris] 1.-1.-‘as Tl_.|It rm the st1|_||h|_1rr1 ltirsta, The rar_'e
was actuallsr run te Fermula I regulatiens hut still attracted seme
ltig names: I-e Bunnier, "rert Trips, Graharrr |'lill, I-tans |'terrnarnr|-
anrt Edgar Etarth lined up in ttersche Ft ttrls, and pitched against
them was the Letus ltt pairing ef lnnes lrelantl and Dan Gurney.
anrl a huge gaggle ef It".-eepeis, whrise drir.-ers included tact-:
Etralzrham. Etruce ."-rtcLaren and le Schlesser. amengst ethers-

Hrtwt_*eer, the rttaletrrtlertt spirits rtti the we-rt-rjls arutirtrl the
Si-idschleife were up te ne geed as spectater turn eut was peer,
and the weather was terriltle. Fag gave was-' te terrential rain,
and se |nur.h i.-'rater fell frem the leaden sle,r that ttrtullenhach
Cerrler fleeded deep-hr and had te h-e pumped tlrsr his the lecal
fire hrigade. I-innlh,-', the circuit was deemed as rearh,- as it iwer
weuld lee, and the race was started.

.-=ttirr:spr-irt maga:-:ine reperted tr-rt the r_~-.r|.:|:tt in its ‘i .-sugtist
issue: “Thiclc frag and an almest centinueus dewnpeur ef rain
set the scene fer the Liermae tjrand Pris, held rm Strrtrlae fer
Fermula E cars as a IIenstructer's Champienshi|:- errent en the
shttrter 5-i'||jl'sr_'ltleit'r_' er set-|tlt t_ irr_'|_1it at the T"-.t,'|rl::r|_1rgrir1g, lijrrrtrlitiri-rrs
were at their werst - the weather, it was generally» agreed. was
e'-ren rtrure unpleasant than at this jrearfs lttttttltrtrs spurts car race
at the circuit - and that went en recerd as the werst eeer fer
the Eitel.

"the race was a real '-.rir.ter'g,- fur l’ersche- With the nen-
appearance et Ferrari atter a disagreement with the atutemehile
[iluh 'I.'ul‘| lIlet|tst_'l‘|l.El|tt_‘l, The trt‘|l'r.-' r_l‘|.='tllet‘|;|-t_e t..='!||t‘|e t-ru|T‘| wr:rlt_‘l
champien tact-r E-rahham, 'whe perfermed miracles with an
r|-|,|tr_ lasserl ‘ti-lel’ t'_t-"Ft-t_: li_ir:|rt|j|-er tr: talte third rala t,e. Hut first, sr_*r_t1nd,
feu rth. fifth and sisth places went te the German marc|ue, lea ltim
Httunier st_'erirt;g the rn_|trigl|t 1.1.-'ir1 artril tressing the line [List tnrer
a secend ahead et Wel1'gang een Trips. laclr Etrahham's third
place — the result ef a strategy-' werl-ted eut the night hefere —
means that Ifeeper anrl Fersche share the learl in the t-'ermula E
Gen structer's Champienship with Eta peints each-"

thefull repert ran te i'|ie|'pages, c|intinr.|ing with a rlescriptien
et the seuthern leep, and men-tiening the t]ualit';.' ef surface in the
I‘I-etrtrthelt re .;tnt_‘tl l"-lr:-r-dl-:el‘r re 'ser_.Tiu|ts.

"The hairpin is surfaced with cencrete slat]-s. hetween which
are er‘ tr-rr1t|r:r|,|s r,r.at_ lcs, artrjl it is |_tntjlerstt|-trtjl that the s|.|rfar_ t_: is that
whicl' was laid dewn in T‘-31?!"

T-re srnall trar_'t-t rr_'ar_he|jl its [jteai-t ti-nllrtwirtg the fjrartd F‘ri:-r
and t'1rt:-ugheut the ttitatts with a numher ef Fermula E and .ti
races tal-ting place. The staple [J-air el annual 5i'|clsclneife e'-rents
during that perierl were the Eifel rennen in F-.pril and the Eifelpel-:al
Eennen in '5-eptemher.

During the earlr,-' sisrties the dangers ef the spert were
hreught heme when twe cempetiters were l-tilled during the

his
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Car ts! and Hans Hermann agate.

rjlri't-'t_*r~_'1, it was ||t_*1.r|_1r lrtr1_t§ tIrtr this ssrrtrltil l|| 'l*}T"'§ the 1r'at_l: 1.-'-rats
iinalhr eleserl tr: the teu rist dris-ers whe eeule‘ |:-as‘ a tee te ~:lri'-re
err the trar_lr, rtrur_h like the ssrsterrr that epertttes tetltw rr-rt the
t"~terrlst'.hleirIe- It was prrt|tt|;".rtls- ahattrlrrntsrl and fert_1etten, apart
lrrr-n"r lr-eine, usetl as ..t r_'-.tr park en ttr_'r_asirtn ler hie events heste='.l
rm tlte ."'~l-|J|'t't:=|rIl‘|lttilItt. Lturirtst its rI|rllr,- aeti-.re lite frent I112? te-
ltt'?l the t*~lr'_irl1-ur;-_;ri|'|It._t 5r'_ittsr_'h|eite r_'lain1er.l the litres u1I it}
rlris-ers, sunte rrtter-s, -anrre tuurists; tlr_~s|;|itr_- this_. the |,.[|'-:_uit was
seen terf_gt:-tten.

The "“~.liI|rl'|-|,|rg|'i|"|;|.1_ t_tnthH hatt heen irtt-esti,-aaltrna a rte-w, sale-r
r_'ir-r_'uit clurinp, the t*iIF'tts with a trarietjr -et su;=_=4_{,estetl larfttttts, hut
rttttte was rjlt_"t-'t_'lr||jr|_~|:l, Thert l_ar_|r;ia'5 hr:trri1Iit_' ar:_t_'i|:le||t-:jl|_rrir1t§tl:|-;_'
t*t'F-'~t~.- [Ijranrl Pris: hrrsustltt matters eante te a heart. The ‘ring l't€E|-t'l
lust the Gerrrr.-ln LIP’. a new tract; was :1ee|.'letl. E1,-es turrtetl tr:
the startffinish area an-rl the anti te the seuth, tlte 5iirlst:ltle:rIe-
ln 1‘!-til the lirst stene was I-.ritl en the new l*~lr'_irhr.|r§3,rint;, the
IIIiranrl Pris: Pi-tret'l<:e, a 4-'il-:n1 t2.?£iI ntilet tilttiuit with I-nrtnula
Cine partieipatirtn tirrnhr in its sights. The eltl startftinislt area.
I.-rrfts tr1r|‘| up i|‘| it-it-H-E arttl rtthttt 'E.t:t_.T]rJ|t5 tttI the l'I|-|jt'l';r:_l"|lt:itIt: '-.-t.'|,:rtr
~:lr_'rstrr:-itrertt, tltrtueh sttme were r_'en'-.-ertetl tr: [_1uhlir_' re.:|el.

and nerw

the Tar|r1E|t_' 5|1|ri||;,§ at lint: rtlI "t-‘tr-|_|r11§t_'r trr_~t_'5, It§r'r:m-rt u|:3- E.Er|t_'r_* the
r:irt:u|t <::leset'l, anel ereating a harrier hetween the retest anrl the
lurslutterr traelt. The l3rt‘tr_lrrilrrt|'J is une tr-I sheer 1‘reaut';.r, the t|uiet
village heralrline a wirler 1.-'iew Àt'.ftt55 the l:liI[?l nttt-untains. It he
-"'~li'|r|1urt_;i=1e, is the mrtst1-ris-utrllv-r.lr-.r|n1.Jtit'
the sheer sea le trtI it has t

r_"reuit in the wrtrltl anti
tr he seen ‘tr he telies-erl.

r‘-.t the summit ttrI the rise rIren1 I"-»t_| |enhar_'h is a steeplfr
|tT|| Ett.ltart't:r-I-its)‘ anrl arrir.-at hatlt in

L'is'ili:—:atitrt. t‘ser<:lst_'hleite n1aintenanr_'e le'rIes run1ltr1e past, and
here the 5t]|:ls|_l1leiie eartisltes, the run int I-'5

l‘|-;'|r‘|lr;e-|'l r__rt"-rt: l|,:.§|tf:li|*|j.t_ i

the twr:r pt ra lel straigltts
art t_r|‘|rjl .1’it_'l 5r_ l1lietIt_~,

hr‘-t_'e linl~;e-:t he Ete‘enlr.urs'e that hesteel
Is tjlrrr1|irt.£|tt_'t':l l‘1r_tr the
td trihu nes rising up

tlte pits, is E.i|r||j|l'r,-' rut rtte-re, l"-ltr-w the areit
nteelern Grand Fri:-: ei r-::uit s|:ret:tat~nr hanlts a
where the r_ttrs urree rd eetl.

there is ner sign ef the r.:irt:uit until the start HT the rluwttltill
seetien har_lt tewartls tr-“lr.|l enl1treh1ril|a;e,e. new ar;r_'esse-r.l tIrun'| the
wide main rn-art that runs tehinrtl thepits. the Fiiirlseltleiie here is
new lrnewn as the lE'II."-'2. The rt:-a-Ll sthests the seuthern leep et the
hiirltrurgring estar_t]r,- thrnt eh its -rlnwnhill sr_-r;tinn, tltuuglt then_-‘s
little tr: tliiterentiate it trrtrt ans" ether el the twistin,1_{_ rrtatls in the
area, apart, that is, tIrr::||t1 its lIt:rr't;l:trr:trt_‘li|"|:|.1_ atntn5|:|lten_-. Here, the
trees rise higlt, rear_'hin_§_t ‘er the sler thre-u§.r;i'| the shitting mists tn
the [itIt_*l, .-"t E-rrtall |_rtr1Lr't_*"t_1 |j:|r'|';'|1 that as-35 t:||t_'t_* t_sar|r::lIll1t_1 t_'|||_||'5t_1Tt:rjl.L11_,-, e|.'lt£|t’s lt_'tIt | |lI1hr_~t_ irr_ |_tit L|1i't-'t_";'| |:t1.E|r1r,.- hi|:|lf';'| tr: wttall rr||_|sl l1E|'-re

h . . : ' T .heen an inererli
elrrwrt tr: Blerehs
Ftiir:lst:hleit'e. tIJiI
sign, just .1 srna

‘rert; tire pttlt-lie re-Ml tullr
le trat.l-. te rat e t:rt'|- Frern ]L|5T heterre Etranleel-rzepi

rws the euurse rel the
the run rltwen te tstullenhaelt there is '-sen,-' little

I |Jath running where the traels ence tlitl- The
set:t|un trn-nt. l~t;ssr|n'.l-t up rt: E‘?-t:l"|artIr:|'-tr-’.-tn-;".rt' is still |t‘||rt'l‘| as it
was in l‘t?’5 a santlenett apart tIren'r it-eine usetl en erL'r_'asien
as pa rt r1tI a rallg,» starge, wlttrre elri-.=|,:rs are uften hearrl ret'errEn53_
te 5r_'harter-trier]-i as 'Laul:rlr:ur'-.-'e', due te the eften lr_=ai-r_'en.rer-r_'-r.t
5t1rtIaet_*, -It aultr is '[_it;r|t|£|r1tIr|r t_~£|'t-'t_*5.Ir

The errer-present true tnean-::lers threugh the terest that
s|_1rrrttr|tt':l5 the [rat-lt, tltirt e..'iE.|jt5 5t_1t_'|r1ir|I§ In rt_~£|r_l1 t:r|_|tf lrttrtt
hetween the trees; it’s ne wrtneler that st:
was htturtte1L'l! Clirrtltirre u|2r the hill trrr-nr -"--1-L
runs rrrtrgltle parallel te a new se-::tien tat

‘ne tltrtufgltt this place
llerrlirttelr the tr-l£l trad:

‘end. Ilte atntusphttre
is srntilar tr: that etI an a|tantlt:rner.l r_'hurr_""|. unsure it the tr-=1L'e
he-l-,r e_re-unrl is still t.n-nset.raterl. I-runt the rlit<.'h~:-s tr: the sirle t:-t'

tI|..|rl1 tture, httltl||ts.=:__ a tele|t tene te sum ntern help t|'t the er-rent et an
tterqitlerrt, is all that rerr1ttIns. hea rt lrtsrtt rTtt_rr|1[]rit_"5.,

I l'|et’t:-£|t'tl5]‘rllTs away tI'h|n theelrl t:irt:u it iust hefere ttltt-elrsherg
err-rner, anrtl ';rrtr.| are tlrtrw¿ inte th
I-errari-uhsesserl tswttt-r
et the eireuit’s lire when 1-rrlla

e ‘-“ill-.tji',t_"- fat Easth-Jus Gilles the
happilsr re|ntni.st't:s ahnut the last rlasrs

II F . I . I | . .-trs ttrulr part in w hat thee r_a|lrr_
’l"te-htw rates’ un the altartrluner. tratlt- ”IIIII|"|r_~ lute; at.t.irlent, and
|‘-ti'|rlturts_,rin5_r§, Grnitl-l said tl'e restaurateur, lest fer English,
§t_"51t1rr_"s t|| '5.lttrw that the t,ir|, |_|I1 ttwrttrrs |;|rt_“trt;|t1r_~[l £||‘|1I,.- |n||n_~
ar._'tis-itrr en the 5i.ir.:lsr_'hleitIe her_'ar_

The l"-lL]rh|_|rt!Irir1t§ |t1|_rst_'r_r|r| I
l’|‘|tt-St t|'at:l: maps - as, in tIat:t_. rte
the rrarrte erI a street en the etl;-_§e rrrI I"-rtul
the s'illa!r_1ttrs will tIrtrettt_. tee, an

se ht E-Et1ItJt'f.-' r_'r::rn eerns.
;t]_|trtrr_"5 tl|t_' ,EiiI|rjl'g'1r_ltlt_'ilIt_', as [irr-
mest |:-ee|:-le. Te many it’s just

errhar_lt. In rgrears trr eurtre
d the <::irr.:uits will entie again

helune, tr: the rIr:-rest -.tn-rsl its spirits .-
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.}1ir"|"-= I5 il'it_: -||lt'lt::=.i |'ri|ti-t1|f:=.pt:-r'|' s-'t_:iit|t_: iri |§|'i1£|i:i, Flritl t‘;-ti-s'iil't-;l'f,' |'l'tt~
rings-st l1ist|:irs-' l[]| 1,-tears [Ii all 1--'ur||_|r_*s- Tl1utrtu_'l; r_*.*tpr.*ri|:.!1t_'r_'-ti
]1_~rit:t':l5 tat‘ at'1i'-;i[1,' lrtrrn It!-"-i"3.l' rif_1ltt |_||_‘1 |_||1[il 1i_?['I'['l, itlul as '§.'t1-ts will
tlis|'_'m-'|'_-r fan:-r in Thu lmrilt. its lwisttarf,-" tr-=as-" r::ttt;-rL:' us-'t'::1 furth-ttr

Tl1i_" t_".‘_'||"l‘|,' t'l.a*-_,'s ||l- H.'i|_i5l1 r11|:_:1|_1rir|;.__1 '.".'1_"rt_" I'll t:-tjl wilflw r11$:|'-1,-
it:-llf,-' trs-t.-nts rur. I11; tratlmsiasts- Runs anti rt':|iai1'|its-' trials ‘ts-r:'t:
l-ilut:rtlr:rr|l'1l'H:t|<1s-' —t1s wvrr: rmli-trr s'it1,-'-t1.1-~;'it1_,-' rt t's"s. l ltiw-L"--+_"r.
u-..ar att=-..-|"|tm:1 is rl|'a'.-.-r. tu t|-t‘|t': partit ular tr-.-'t.-rit. lint: 1,-trar H!i*j'*~i",: a
5-L|ll'..-T'T.l-l1‘}" ir1 uarl},-' -'*--‘|af_-', anti |'r1t' watts‘ 1*-'as1l1r: |1t|-Ils til llw His-‘tar
|lsa|"m:s. lht: law wit i~.'l1 ralmpt"-fit-rl all mnturists [11 ht: pl‘:-t.r:rlr~r
hf,-' 1| rr|.=.r- ti-'1 tiitit '-'.'a'-rings a rrati '-‘la;-.1 ha-ti l!iIIIJ'!_*l‘I r4:|Ju.|ir:tl iust a
itH.-'|.- -:.--mars |_‘F|.‘lit':!'_, Firitfi ll"|-t.‘ |Jlt:-rit_:t:r:-A Iii!‘ |‘|itrit':r'ir‘|_|_§ wt-rt: i1|t_!jJ,irir'|11if_1



tass was the ¿rst as-ar that Cerstar Fataca was used ter
rneters,eert_. with cars ce-'r;r:-sting in a aan'a|'_ir et airs-nts tncfedfng
etesact eeersa strcett racing err tna hanttad esat strata raer'n-gr
trees. ftieertesjr t_A't;I

tr] |,_1.1rp-lure [l|t_' |I:tl'j-{1}}-fl']'ill‘lEt_".'§. ti-f rritite-rise-[l 's|:j:er1 — iri a 1-'t_*ri,.r t_i1.-il
manner, ei ceu rse. Ctn t'-.tas- hth that srea r, the t'-tteter Ear 't'.luh had
ergariised a nieet el cars with serne cerrtpetitien -HL'll'~“il}' en the
traclt atthe Err,-stal Palace- The cars were te meet at Westminster
Etritlge at neen and then preceed te the parh in ctinsrtnr. Their
nmte was thre-ugh Eris-ttun, titreathani, and aleng firs.-stal ]’alace
Parade iietere entering the parl-t at “l?.ecl-zhills’.

Tl‘|ere ‘was E|[ll"'l'lt_‘ -t._'ltl'llil,_|'.§-ilIll't alt-:2-Lit et-;at.Tl"I' wlteit tlte t.-ti-|:t'=.-':i'5.-'
weuld depart. .r1'.utecar fe-llewed the event in its |"-rttw Hth issue
111' the sa me f,-ear;

“ts-te sert -ef erder appeared te have heen arranged and
rit:-urns: st_'t_*|r1|_1|:l tr} lat: ir1 -:_'lia|‘jI|t_1 I_1l- the ¿.;'!|ll1|_"t'it'|_1I|, s-|_1 it was rte-If
surprising when rt aheut 12.15 it was suddenly rlist:e'-.rererl that
the frent pertieri r.1l'ti1e assemblage hatt tlisaepearetl, app-arerl-Ils-
witheut instrtnttien te these hehind, whe were cen'||elace|t.tle
awaiting p-ern'|iss'en te ge. Then. ene after the ether, as the 1'anc';,'
ine-aed hint, eat: 1 rlrt-w eut and the the-usand nr se spectaters
whe had turned eut dispersed as the last car weund its way twer
tl‘|e l‘1rlt_‘lge"'-

atleng the reute a nurnlter ef cars jeined the new disjeinted
t_|||"|'arrsr, i|‘|r_l|,||:li|tg sti-rite itntaltle t_:1t1|’fes, Ill, ",:.i, Hulls was presertt
in a new Fanhard racer, there was an electric car ltnewn as a
'[_'lit-1, arilj r.l'.;'llt1llt_"l' it.-"."ag_e|||t_*lt_t_* tlrisreri l‘e,.r Mr 't."'r.f, M, |"-.-'lrir'ris tti
name hut three entries. Llpen arris-'al at the parlr. the frirw er se
1-“Ul'1lt.'lU5-:lftUlIl up en each side el the paratle greuntl. tTl1e peried
phetns st-ggest that this was en the ttalianate terrat:es ahtwe the
a pthr nanred Terrace Straight.) hrtest ‘vehicles rern-ainetl ‘:il-.llltJ-t‘|i-Jl"§.t'
tu all-uw these whe had gathered te arhnire them, hut a few
enthusiastic ritlers “.._ treelsr and rapidly patrelled the pathwa'-J's
.-,” as Tlte F|.trtr.n:_'.a.r juuritiilist [_tut' it.

Ft series ef ’centrel tests’ had heen arranged and were the
at-tt_'rr'|ru|r1's ritain t_*s.rr_"r1[, Tlte tinrittat tall tltese [t_"s1s elties r'|||[ sa_'ert‘|
tee diss'niilar te a inedern day speed event. at twe-n'|ile ceurse
[tine er-tE|t_'t la'5,-'t:|_|t t:-1' wl|ir_l1 seeiris |ri- l"|.|_T'|."lI_" l']'t_"|I_'Ill lust! -::1.'er l_lI|t1-t_"]
harl heen lairl eut, and theaint was te ceeiplete the ceurse in the
shertest pessihle tirtle. l'|ewe1--er. it wasn't as sirriple as it seunds.
as the ceuese was sinueus with t':|I.1ltt.t a few gradient changes-
Te ma!-te matters werse fer these srerfa earls" meter cars and
tT‘|ttlttttItf|.-'t'.lt:1s, at ft peints areund the ceurse the cninpetit-::r was
elrtliged te step hetween twe tlags placed alteut sesren metres

apart, .-"t t_'ar er l'1l|Ij[I!IIH__':."[_'lt_" wlii-:_'li |f._tilt_1|:l tr] strip l]-t_'|fw-t_*r|_"r1 tliesrj
flags face-rl disqualilicatien.

The r_'ernpe1itis'e part ef the raserit was due te start at Ep-re,
hut due te laclt ef erganisatien the first lT'l['tltirl'IiIif|.‘[IlP.'t set eff ferti-Jr
minutes late, lellewetl he anether sis cerrrpetiters- Wt:|rr.l seen
reacherl the start line that ur‘|l'f,' twe had finisherl the ceurse, and
a tair distance apart at that. The twe Finishers were Hichardsen
atttfl Iaitrtrtt, hut as fer 1l‘|e |tl'l"|II_?l" fetlr staitters little was l~:r'|uw|‘|.
Pt clelegatien was sent te in-eestigate, including the .rst_rtecar
jnutitalist, wltu II_tIt|'l'l|"1'iII_!I'i!-t._‘t[l} “Friirit tltert tI|i'l it was t_"I'IIlII'IE_"l'l"llI_!l"||."
difficult te elicit aiw infermatien frem the judging line as te what
If-est was reall-5; |[§ri-ing ri-r1, arid we tl:|er'r_*t'ri-re t'e|_|r1t;l tier‘ ss'£|':,-' tri-
step-ping peints E and ft, the first at the l‘t-tt-lT[]tt"t ef a leng gentle
sleping den.-'t-'r1grade, and the ser_er1tl at the eritl el an ahn_r]Jt
descent ef aheut erte in eight_. er thereaheuts, with an acute
angled turn irnrnediatelsr tellewing.

"Ht-re we fuunrl that he-th cuntrelling ||lllt'.l.-‘|lF| in t.hargt-
had a small pile el trephies in the shape ei nurnh-ers detached
l-|"t]I'|'l r:_t1|T'||§|etit‘|_g teats '-.-t.-l‘|it,l"| ltat_‘l1'ailet':l tr:-]'_!|ull |,,||;| ll"| the ret_']t|it’et_‘l
distance, and we understand that when these disr_]uali’licatiens
wer'e |"1'h;'tIt_'Ilt_‘_, matters 'wt_'rt_: tier a time ll'at_*l':,-', r_'-sp-t_*r_iall'e witlt 1l1r_"
n"|eterc':.rclists"-

Uilfererit a|J|:|rt1acl1es te this triclw settien were tried ‘I1.-r
rirlers and d|'isrers, seme t:ars creeping wars‘ slewl}-' dewri the hjl I,
ethers geihg ler it at illrealrriec!-t speetl. then slarnrriing en ‘he
l1|'alte-s te jerl-t re a halt- It must have heen es-tiring te see - tie
stietecar repert singles eut C. 5- Ftells in particular as h-eing e-re
ef the niest "rlas]ijng'-

llev.'-In-"er, fer all the carraing en and heuts et ‘dashing’
anislfur ‘li'-.-el}-' l‘1||_~l‘|a'-.-‘inter, ne at_.r_'idents '-.-.-ere reperletl; antaaing,
censidering that the ceurse was challenging fer cars ef that era,
[lte finisltirtg straight lteiitg quite at steep |_||}l'|i l slntj:-e, Uitlsr ||r1-|_"
car- a Lena. - struggled te matte the clinth. with the driver ha‘-ting
te get eut arltl pushl

ln his heels, Ten 'r’t-.-ars ef t't-tetr:-rs and .I'trteter liiactttg,
Charles larrett hints at a riurnlt-er eli rtieterspert even-ts talsirig
place at Cry-stal Palace in It-ttttt, and relasrs this acceunt ef the
|"-tta}; e'-tent:

" the fnlluwing innnth in t--tast, the |"-.r'lt|-tut t'jar t'“.luh, wl'|lt'l'|
then had as its secretar';s |"-rtr F. W. El-alley. arranged a 1.-erg ei-tciting
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Has-he Uri‘ tna evsta track" in tse I.

rneeting- the entire greunds ef the Cr},-‘stat l"alar.e were given
ever te the event, and a circular ceurse mapped eut- The cars
and reg,-i'lt:s were elassified, and seine ver'§,- interesting raring [til uh
place. The event parteelt ef a series ef centrel tests and I thinl=: l
s|_|t_:t_r'_~e|jlt_'tjl irt vvlrtitiitg tlte r_ lass r..r.:r11'i|1e|jl In r"|tt_itt_1t r_ It-'t_:ir_'-.5 assisletl
hv pedalling. The great event ef the afterneen was the race fer
1lu_' i"-.-'lt,'-11;|r Car l1,l|_|l] lf_ilia|r1|j|-ieirtsltip H,"

The .*v'|a1,r event is descrihed in seine detail as a race hetween
the tricetles pt‘ E. G. "-"'i-‘ritigetri-'a1,', 5. T. Etlge anti Iarrett. Edge's
in.-1t:h'ine never arrived se the race was hetween Jarrett and
it-‘t"ricigew'av. lartett's acceunt et the event descrilies the sirnple
l"ianl-rert I iva I la}-"1 ll.]T ef the 1 nurse; " again and aga ie Wrirlgew a v
ca nte eut en the straight at each side et the traclt te e=n deaveur te
pass eie, arid again and again, gri|nh,- hnlrling en tn the pesitien
l had secured, I was ahle te retain rhv lead. The speed seemeci
1-|;~rrii_1|lt_:, .ar1|jl tlte t_:1|t:~rr'|1t1t_:s t_ r-:1-wt_'l w attj ltlr1_|.‘; [lie r.at_e ga ve vent ttr
their escitentent in terrific cheering.”

triti-

te the end Iarrett wen hv little ntere than a wheel, Eater
writing that it was ene et the mest esciting races he had ever
tat:-en part in,

larrettis tinte was the hest ef the dav, and he was te taste
s|_1t_-|_ ess agairt as a five r'1t llt_' irtvitatie-rt r1'it_t-1| |rt_ ';,-'t_:le |:'._ttj-e was [rt line
held en the eval cf,-'cle trach. Ftlengside the invitatiers race was
a rria|t_':l| r.at_t_' !:|t_'|we~|_t-r1 [iilg-|_" i;'l|'1l[f 't."'|.-‘ritlg-t_".-'vav, Tl|t_!st_' r.at_'es vt-tjte
meant te start at areund half-past five hut didn't actually hegin
until alter sis. Feur entrants teel: the start at the int-itatienal:
Cltarltts Jarrett and CI. til- ‘r.-'s“rigr:wav en .=-‘asters, up against J- W-
Ste-cits en a De Dieh, and l l. E. Zacharias eh a Earriere tticvcle-
_|Ett|'tJT 'wtil‘| ti!‘-|'1|T‘| '1.-"'|."|'lII‘l%|LF|t':‘-.t.ra'§,', '-.'|.'l‘|ilt: tl‘|e trtlt-;'r|' II‘-.-'|.-tt ft‘|llet'l tn
finish.

Ft iertiier event that vear was a sinaller affair in Fieptenilt-er,
cenfinedtethecf,-'cletracl1:. ltwasrnadeclea rthatsernecenspetiters
1.-1.-'ereri:_1t1.".-'-t_rlt_t:-r'1te1a.-'itl| tlteir useal |r||_||_i|its, H-H a|_t_t:-urit tit. tflie
terrer which their speed pr-nwess has engenderetl”. rts the usuai



tit .- .

trici ef iarrett, Edge anti 'ri"ir'ridgewav entered it must he presumed
that tliev ai,c|i_iired slewer rnacitiiies en which te i_'i_iriip-ere, tn the
end enle these three entered the race which hecame a straight
fight l.tr.'tv-'eer| the lite tTtii_iiis tit Jarrett anti Etlge. Writlgew-av’s
Phehus Ftster was eff the pace and it quicltlv hecame ehvieus
that he wasn't in the running.

_|=arrett tntiit the win in a pripular manner, setting tip the
leader. Edge. en the nan eut er the linal turn. Iarrett teeit the
win he less than three inches tF’.tit:i"itj. Edge get his ewe hat-.l-:
in the ene mile handicap when he arid Jarrett were in a clese
tjnntest fer the entire race, jarrntt regaining the twente feet lest
at the start. The pair cressed the line in a dead heat- Edge wen
the ri_iri riff he less than a wheel, after taiting the inside line en
the final heed,

These earlfr meetings eiten evelved inte a dice llletween the
leading pieneers tif British met-rirspert. Charles Iarrett's heeit
Ten ‘Fears ef -|"-rte-!ttrs' and t'vle-ter l'~'-’.at'ih-g cevers mest ei these and
is well wtirth a read-

During the first vear ref the Eclwartlian reign meterised spe-rt
cnntineed in jriseph t’asten’s ’stj:-rerid heme“ ef't".rvstal l’alace_at
it-lerweeti ileights. De til April, i'3t]i the i-enden suhurhs areund
i""-l[}I"i."i.'['t|]|Ii Heights rangtiji the tlistinct rear ef ntritercem|;it:titien,-
Al mile speed trial was run lev the English tvtti within the path,
and ’[l‘|e t_:ve|1’[ w.as 'i.-vi_|-r‘i i'J'i,-' tlte Ii.-'t_-:|:t|,|t_:"s trtiist si_ir_'.i_ l._'!',:-lit,|l i_t1r"-itpietitt,1r
at that peint, Charles iarrett, this time in an tthp F"anl"iard in Em
itch. Ft repeat event en Ii? ii‘-.|31ril was wen it-v E. 5. lifells in a
Listhp tvters, alheit en a much she-rter ceurse rif just Iiti-tt ‘yards
[31-it] metres].

and that was itfer a fair few 1,-ears- the Palace lay quiet entii
the lit-Etts when that distinctive rear was ence again heartl.

[Jiiririg the earlv twt_':nties the lrinse surface paths and tracl-ts
ef ceuntrv heuses had heen arranged te ierm a numher eti small

tfttesa racing thte Stactttim Ute i'ri t.he tate tease. htete the
grandstands and crewds atengi the Stactitrm Straight.

rrietrtrr-srcile tract»-s. These were cluh ‘venues and wtitrltl prehahlsr
he the equivalent ef the smaller cluh mt"itercvcie tra cits int tedae,
er what Lsddtrn i-lill circuit is te cars. Events were run all ever
England en these smaller tracits, and netahle venues included
Dravttin tvtaner, Eshelt Parlt and Eivsten Ftartt-

In IFJE [1 a greup ef n1t'itert:vcie erithesiasts gatiiereri trigether
he Fred tvtecitferd and Cecil Smith fcirmeti Lenden t"-rieter E-perts
l.tt_i, with the aim ef hringing h-acit cltjised cirtiiait racing te
Lenden. The greup seen saw the petential t1iftErvstai Palace path
as a meter raciiig venue and, iii lEl'l'?', a|:i|:irijiai,'itet'l the trustees
ef the parlt- After seme persuasien p-ermissien was granted fer a
race met-ttirig 1t_i lite -|_:It'gElr| it-ie-El.

Eariv ene E-undav merning a greup ef racers was invited te
trv etit the prepesetl cei-rrse made up ei the parlt's patliwae,'s.
Thev lrived it and en tvtav 2], 1111? the inaugural t.'Ir';,rstai Palace
read racing event eccurred. Cemp-rising a it'll race hill, all races
were epen re ntemhers nf cluhs in the Se-utlri Eastern centre rif the
r'vtILI [.-'hli-iiI'_I- Cvcle Unien]. The ceurse was a mitt ef hard paclted
her still tense surface st",-ctiens liniting tarred hends, The start.’
finish line was en the centre walit frem where it ran reughlv
straight and slightly uphill te the ."vtaae Hairpiii, an ultra-tight
left-hand cerner pepular with spectaters- The tracit ran straight
tier a shert tlstaince and then turned threegh a greater than Ei¿
degree right- tand cerner ltnewn as Three Tree Bend-

r"inether -ight right-hantler — ‘it-iew Zealaind’ — fellewetl alter
a shert ephil- straight. [It was named New iealand hecatise ef
the it-Jew Zea anti Emhasss replica which sat in the parit near the
trat-lt.t t‘~tew rleaiand ripened inte a leng left-hand sweep that
was endeti hv a super tight right-hand cerner called the Statue
Hairpin, tutti-titer left-hand sv.-eep led tiphili inte t'-i'teclii'iills
Hairpin, a right-hander which led ente a fast dewnhill sectien
past the iaiie- tastl-tr, a right-hand svveep teeit the tratii hehind
the sperts greund and haclt te the startr'finish line-

Ea rs reti-rrnetl te ra cirtg at Er-;istal Palace ir1 areuntl 1 itlti when
midget racers tee-it te the evai cinder traci-t used fer speecivt-av - it
didn't ge dewn vrarsr well with the speedwav crewd, eut te see
their heln-ved Glaziers team perferm.

tvtuch ef this ‘path’ ceurse has h-een eltliterated ever the vea rs
the-ttgh tantalising shreds remain- I-terithills Hairpin was renamed
F'enti Hairpin, and the tast dewnhill sectien that fellewed it

ts?



Fi:shern'ian's Bend sta-;iii_irn Ei_irvie

Stactium Straight

Ftamp Brand

Fisherman's 5iEl'5i"-IF!" Uitil "i"'i'5ri"ii'i FiÀmij
Ccirner

Fisharrnarte Fliers
The Gtacte

|'|.-lat:-:irr'i Elisa

I‘-l-ew Eealencil Hill

F'i:ir|ct Hairpr Eli-;| Tree Braiicii The MIG?

Terrace Straight Scum TjwÀr
hlerth Tewer Eras-ant tlcirner

r3r;.erai' Pataca res r-rese.

hecaniira Fish erman’s Rise; it-eth ef these have survived the pa rlt's
tumultueus eitisten ce.

The neat inajer tievelepnieiit at the circuit heralded a
halcven peririd fer the venue. In the mid~thirties rumriurs
began in the metering and sperting press ei ti Tleningten fer
Lendri-n’. The general manager hf the parlt’s trustees, Sir Henrv
Bucitland, had decided that a preper meter racing circuit ceuld
hring hactt the huge crewds that had visited in the past fer heth
the path racing and alse the speedway, which attracted crewds
in es-tcess ef Ft],-lfittift, mere than a niedern rlav Premier League
fcicithall match!

A design prepesal ef a Etta niile tjltilr mi circuit that sltirteci the
edge ef the pa rit mere er less, with a sinueus ‘inner’ leep areund
the maze, was first rurrieured in I935. The rurrieur turneti eut te
he tn-re,’ a E mile t'I:t.I!Ilcm} traclt had heen designed hv architect
E. L. Clavten. Develepment ef this traclt weuld determine the
lave-ut ef the parit right up until the present dav.

anti what a traclt it was. The starting grid was situateti en
a gentle right-hand itinlt; the starter's flag weuld drep and the
mi:-ted grid cif EB..-its, i"vtaseratis and Bilevs weuld leap fci n.-vard and
accelerate tiewn the Stadium Straight, hlasting ever the statliu in
access suhwav- 5-pectaters en the speedwav hanlt get a great
view ef the field as it drifted its wav inte a fast rigiit-hand sweep
at the end ef the straight ltnewn as Ftamp Bend. The traclt then

BB

clinihed up the ultra-triclrv anti fast Ramp Straight and tvtarrim
Rise sectiens, te this dav still deceptive, nearlv catching me
eut as I researched this prejr.-ct when t anceunteretl a tiawdling
Ftenault ceming in the epprisite directien- P-.t the trip ef tvta:-rim
ttse the tra:-it passeti untter the seetrtater access hritige iren-i
tl'e lew level train statien t¿rvstai Palace had twe train statieris;
hgh and lew levelt, then cunred right at Seuth Tewer Cr-i-rner

‘rte the ultra-icing Terrace Straight- In the shadew ef the grand
'vstal Palace the terrace straight weuld ciften witness cars ef
c dav exceeding ljiijiniph iltifts'tr|sh]- The straight swc-|:n. geiittv

eft at the end and then inte the especiallv leng. spectacular and
challenging right-hander that was hterth Tewer Crescent, which
ed inte perhaps ene hf the mest heautiful parts cif anv race circuit
've ever visited.

.-after the sweep hf i"-lt'tlTl"| Tewer the traclt meandered
dewnhill threugh an allev ef everhanging trees, the Glade,
which maite it dif¿cult tn helieve that 1,-'eu are in Sleuth Lenden-
lt must have heen incredible te drive threugh this darlt avenue
at s|?ieett- it was fast hut was ended tsv the tight rigtii-hander at
Fisherman's Bend, se called as the traclt shirts ene cif the parit's
lattes stilt pep-ular with anglers. l:il'Li’t ef Fisherman's Send the
traclt sweeps left aleng the laiteside and then turns tight-ish right
at the cenfusinglv naniecl [given the name ef the previees tern]
Fisherman’s Eerner. The traclt ri-ins uphill rewards the ltalianate
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terraces that tientinate the ianti it-etween the Terrace Straight anti
the site ttT the |‘F|i.‘|t"t‘t it‘!-1t:iT.

Fe||t.1wint_t1i1e[s'-.|th et the 1‘.JEtJs circuit rie,|1t up 1e the lett-
|"|anrh_-ri He-t It-hills Hairpin - new itne-we as I-‘nnti Hairpin - the
tra-eit then sw'e|J-t rieitt and 1-"arneti left at Etie Tree Bend tittwn
i"-it_:‘w' F"t_*ai.|=t|‘|t'i Hiii. The tta |r||_" t |T [ht_' it-iii i5 £|r'|t1|ht_::' i a:|e_t_:-'-.-er irtt-|:|"|
the t‘~t'2[ts, thttueh the traclt at this 1:|t:|int tines net ft:-Elew the
t1|r_'| t_'t1tt.",=.t_',

F11 the hntttt-n'| ni f"-lew Eeaiéatt-tl hill the traeit turne-tl Eett
ii'1|'|j_l-|_|j;'ii'1 £t.t_at1ii|_trr| [lip theta Lit:-w'|1 it Ethttrl |_|r1n.;t|r1|t_'t_i strttigitl inttjt
a lent; rie,l1t-hantit:-r at 5tat1'it|n‘| Pitt"-.tt":. t_Jn the et-.-it ef this t:-::rner
the tielti thtsheti east the |irr1in5=__=; ittnt, enter ’rhe e,riti_. anti |tt'ean
anether lap.

There was alse the eptien ttt Lt sherter circuit with a ri3_{,ht-httntl
tjen.-ealmet ha|t'wa:,- aleng the itj:rrat;.e.‘:jtraie_|tt Iinl-;ine_1ht_-straielnt

Ant EF-‘t-1'| ts wa."rnet't we tn the ,eee'e'e-ett et.'.n'ng e tea-te h.tsten'e
tneet. The Terreee St-"eight _g.'ene'ste.nes- een he seen in the

et-rgn;'.|t.'.nt-jt.a'ee'gthg tjt_-,» the gent w.I'tt‘.| hte ttngt;-.r1=: tn ."‘.|t5 ea-,re,
the ear ttttee tt,r;',eettr te he rather .~'e-ee‘. .T.'1'|;' |':'F1-5'. ene et
tt.Ir_:- mttet .st.'t;trr_:.sete|' r;._'tr..=t in -E1r_!,tettt|' F'tt|'er.:t.*'._=t |t_‘.lt"lfl"t"r't_i!t' g'.'t.'.*_tt.~
— trempeigeett he the .I't'.|te.s et Wt.It'tet"|ttett, Dtt.t.1.=ten t1nr.1' .5'ir.'i.
fl?-eet'te.t|t tT'ew1rt_e_eete_t

lit: |"'-|t_:e.' ,T£'_t_~._'t anti Hiii, Ti|iE. Ti;|1h|-itttrttjier '.".-'.a';'. itttttwrt a5 "the iir1it'.
Three tin}-'s hefnre t1t':nstrut:tit:n ef the circuit was rlue ttt

start. tl t"elastrtt|Jhe strut:it Stt-Ltth Lttrttien. C-In ‘*-itn--elrtit-er .1tt_.
t'tEI'th L'jr':a=-tat Palace hurnt tn the grttttttti, t:at-tine 'ttEe tnnre than
a ;-_tt:|_| nt-let!-iti|1;e, irttn srteielttn. Even stt, wttrit en ‘he new cin'_|.|il
heean ee time anti, w'thin '3 menths ef the fine, tte new t.irt'.u it
was reatht. Cln 1'4 .-'i".|Jl'ii, 1‘.t-t~.T the first tneetine teeit place anti
the u|_1t-nine race was wen he a Fat E]. Fairt'it_-lei in "tit wt't.*it:_=- I-.|~‘.F'-.;
he alse estahlisheti the lttp tecerti fer the new circuit, a't'eraei|'|g
5*-|.':|"-]r1‘|§_t|§'| tii?.El-‘ii-t|:f:i|l,

The circuit ran with great success, and n1an';,' ‘names’ raceel
lfht_*|'t_", ir1t_'||_tt_iir1g F':'i|1t_ L1 |_"Jir£| witty ||1atj|t_: ll'_Irt_e1=-[.3| Fa|[|t_'t_' hi5. rte.-'|'|,
liticharei F-eatnan, whe ratietf fer the ereat wer|~;s.t--’1e|'t't':eiee Benz
rtLttlTt_. |'1rrtL|_t.:ht his ‘t-"-"T35 E-ih-"er ti-rtrtws In the F‘-alace anti tirtwe
a few tiemenstratinn laps- The t:;tt'uit t:|t:~seeT in ILH‘-.i' at the
ettth-reait tut war with Fiat,-'n'|ttrtt| t"--tat.--s in his EFL!"-. setting-.1 a linal
Tan ret:r.|r-rl nf t1t].*]?ntph -Fit-t.l II-:|1hj| a |tItt|t|‘ti['! ef ntenths hetnre
the start e1 httstilities.

.|"-.-"|t_t-5-T ||1' Thi:=.- t‘ i|'t't,ti1 rt_:r‘|‘1.Etti|:t5 II-|tt:i.=.| f,-, Twit ¢1|,:t_'|'ittt"|'=. are |t'|i!_=-Fti |t{_1:
the first. irttn-| haltwat-' rttunti Hie, Tree Bend ell the ta-"en,-' tn the
tat-.i[ nil ,'_'i[at‘§i;_:|T| |I_itt|'1.'t_", '.".-".51; [tt:5irt,1'g.-'t_-[i it",-' 1ht_" t_:=t|_t:|tE.i1.-t' wurit irt
the parlt in the W?t'ts; the ether sectie-n tta eta wasthe n'|i|:itJ|e Etttt
r1tt_~|t_'r'§- [Ii lifi't-'tji5II ull 1h|__1 Terra t_'t_* E§|1rai§,§_|tl,

It tee-it the |1-arit H '_t-‘ea rs tn re.t:en.-er trttrn the war and fer
rntt-ter ratine ltt retern. Lttttli resitlt-uts were nerte ten lteen |t.t
see the return ef ratiin_e at the 5l’a|at'.e anel Lit:L.er:l up a fuss, with
the result that recin_t__: was restricteti ttt just F titles per j_-tetlr. The
trat'|-t, tee, was t'hant;t:-ri at the innet itttt-|‘t was t'it:t::'|‘|t":ti tee slew:
a new linit was atltieti hetween Fishe=n1t|n's Etenti anti the er-cit
ttT 55-tatliern IIIIun.-e- h{t_-w Linit, as it was Itrmwn, was a stt_:t_':e- 1-
in-H tlrttp which n1at.le the [Jrecetiin;=__t Fisherman's E!-enti much
t'at.1er, The sta r|.-'Ti:|i:5it |it|t_' '-a.-at=. rt_:5i[t:ti Eta iTwa';,-' a irt|'1_|.{ [ht] f'i[atjiit_1|T'|
5trai3_{_ht, anti safet}-' was in"-prtw-e-tl hf,-' new harriers.

The '|1t_~'.'=.-" t_'rt-stal Pia |._‘|r_ t_: rt|jt|_1r1t_'ti |]|1 "t-"I."hi1 .|"..-"|t:|r=|:i.;t.t,.= 'i‘i'§_]- anti
attrat:tee| twer =1[t,{]ttt] s|:-et:tate-rs. The fresh read racing ceurse
|_t|'t|-"t-'t_!t_i re|_|cE1 l'.3~;'||-t_~r, wi1h Tr_|-r1';,-' H,t_:|| in his 'T_'|_1r1||._a|_4;!3_i'|| it_t;t_t-|:_:irt1_'| at
an at-'ttra§_1,tr speetl ei .'-'.l!.?'i|np|"| |_i 1ttt;.ta. 1 tt- t'.jrt.uit was frntn
then en t'irrn|';.-' ttn the rntttttrsrartrt ma|J, heieine re;-_1L| lar Ft:|rn1l_||a
E tt=tt':t':T§|tÀ:=. i|‘st'11t|:t.=t_i‘|tt-trt iii. ttttisitt-:‘|t.t'r AF. '-.-'-.-t'i| ¿t; |‘r‘|F|tt':.-' ttiitttt t'I1t'
anti hiite e-tents.

H‘-J



Stadiurn Straight

Startttinish 1553-1 SSSNew Link Fiarnp Etend

Part-t Eiurtte

The Glade

Terraee Straight

Starttfinieh ‘lS'5l]-1El'i'2

anerley Hemp

iI."lEtt-IlI't"t Ftise

The alley

5-euth Tewer
Hart" Tewer Breasnt Cryerat Fataee teas-rate. Elerner

Further changes in the "tasat meant the starttfinish line was
repnsitinned nn the Terrace Straight and can even he seen in that
classic filrn caper The ttatian tee eeniplete with crashing Minis!
These latter changes were tn allnw the cnnstmctinn nf the new
natiunal spurts centre.

In the early IPiF{]-s it was hecnming clear that Crystal Palace
was grnwing tee fast and dangeruus te run med ern cars asayerage
lap speeds were he-ginning ta ettteed itttilniph ti E-tilltplih and
run-eff was nen-ettistent. Suggested safety irnprcnternenfs weuld
cest £25£t,t]t[t[t- Thing were net lnnlting gend fer ‘Le-nt;len's nwn
circuit’ At the start nf IEIF2, after iytilte Hailwcrerd had set the
¿nal eirettit lap ree-etrd at a hrealtnect: 'llIl.1'§trnph t'ltErt3.3:ilt|gh}
in a Surtees-Fnrd, the Greater Lendnn Cnuncil annnunced I at
the circuit weuld clese at the end -nf the seastrn.

Crystal Palace seem ed tn he Inst fnreyer tn rnntnrspnrt,
l.':ut in 199? S-eyenualts and Eltistriet Meter Clullr llrreught haclt
the spnrt- [tn the May hanlt hnliday it ran a speed hillclimh
using parts uf heth pre- and pest war circuits. and alse created
twn new cerners. The new speed ceurse stained near the tep
ef Fisherrnan's Rise and fellnwecf the prewar inner leep up
tn where Big Tree Bend lteaded left hefere the euthrealt nf

Slit

war. hlew there was a new cerner. a tight right-hand hairpin
- Lilucl-tha ms Etig Tree Etenrl - which cnnnercted the prewar inner
circuit tn the Terrace Straight in a mirrer image ef ‘the linlt'. The
tars then ran dewn the straight fer a shert distance tn anether
new turn. Pa rfitts Chicane, a classic chicane which turned sharp
right nnte the eutside cri the Pn ntlrlt eel-:hil ls Hairpin, then sharp
left haclt nntn the Straight. The finish line was tuclted away in
the Glade.

The eyent ran annually fnr fnur years until Etrnmley Enuncil
laegan werl-t un the park. The last ever rnuterspurt eyent at Crystal
Palace tnnlt place nn tytnnday Eli May, Etiltttil - a hanlt hnliday,
as was the tra-tfitien fer events at the Palace. tits all whe attended
fully ettpected tn return in ltfttjli the yenue faded away with little
mere than a fizzle, with the cnuncil netifying the erganising
cluh just menths hefere the IUD! event was due tn tatte place.
Seyennalts and District Meter Club's magazine. the atcetrn. ran a
frent page feature entitled ‘Crystal Palac.e FtlF”.

Ceruncil wnrlt carried nut nn the circuit censisted nf halying
the width cit part cit the eld circuit. antl adding a white surface;
the affected areas are Parfitts Chicane, htnrth Tewer Crescent,
the Glade. Fisherrrtan’s I?-en-tf and Fisherman's Rise.
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lst: JLtL"r, I939
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and new
There are currently plans tn reinstate the spert at the venue
hut enly time will tell if they ceme eff. The plan is central tn
new initiative tn hring tnere minnrity grnups inte the spnrt, as
Crystal Palace is new surrnuneled by a thri'-ring and multicultural

Pregrarn-me frem t'..tuf_tr. I939 — tltrystat Fataee Cup Meeting.
the pentrtttrnate tneetthe run en the E‘ rnite rs.er.en,t read racing
edtrrse. The s-hr-',ete twe-eefeer design depicts the frent and er
the ratedr. and ene et the iwe tdwers that ren'tdfned atter the
Fataee hernt tiewn- The eentent inetettee a witty teett at seme
ef the rtsttthgt in-ein'en-ts ent;1’r.s-t.'ers et' the tfrage A smeit trttatrte te
he-peter racing driver Hiehard Seaman, whe had reeentty heen
tniied define the Etefgilan Grand F't'itr. appears steep with the
rertrn'ri=_;;r nrder and entry fists.

eemtnunity, as a visit te any nne ef the pnhs clese tn the cireuit
wiil cenfirm.

l?.esiden1_s whe, fer thirty years, have generally fnrgettten
ahnut the eld traclt are heing reminded nf it hy lncal enthusiasts
and the lncal paper. fn Uctuher EBB] the News Sffepyter ran
a large stnry in its sperts sectien entitled ’Big drive fer return
uf meter racing festival.’ The fnlluwing weelt ."yfeturs,eert News
featured a stnry entitled ’Crystai Balls.’ Beth aÀieles were ahnut
attempts by Seveneai-ts t-deter Cluh te restart speed hillclimhs at
the cirt:uit, thntrgh t sus pert that its attempts will he unset:cr:ssful,
regretfully

rt. fair arneunt ef the r;.irc|,.|it remains tnday. The Stadium
Straight is new usecl lay Spert England as a car parlt, and the
nriginat circuit retaining wall is intact '|.-'|.-'ill"t a itist-aheut-ruadahle
Etunlnp advert. Ramp Bend right up te Mattim Ftise has harely
changed theugh the surface is lt-reaiting up in places and is in a
p-ner state generally- Snuth Tnwer Cunre has heen maintained
as it furrns part uf the part-Us access te the natienal spurts centre
car part-t.

Rather than fnlluw the line el the Terrace Straight the reatl
swings away right and inte a car parlt, and the straight is hurled
under a fa rge pile ef ru hhish frem recent werl-t in the pa rlt. Befere
that it had ltreen rassetfnver. Wheretl"ie straight re-emergees near
Big Tree Bend tliie surface has been damaged threugh negiect.
anti hea-try plant part-ting en it has etrt a numher nf gnuges, at
mentinned earlier recent actinn hy Brnmley Cnuncil has hatved
the width el a churtlt nf the tract: in the 'Curtcer1 Br‘;-wt’ sectien;
the eriginal surface has heen destreyed in this sectien alsn.

visiting Crystal Palate is strange as the entire area has an
everwhelming aura ef derelictinn and decay, frem the vast empty
train statien te the rife-crepit 'v'icteriana antl evergrewn Palace site.
Situated in Snnth l:asf Len dnn the remnants ef the eirceit are new
all within the cenfine-s ef Crystal Palace parlt. Trains te Crystal
Palace: statinn are fairly frequent [whieh everlrtni-ts it-tattim ttisei;
turn right nut ef the statinn, threugh the epen turnstiles and yeufre
en the speetater hridge ever tytairim Rise, "r'nu wnnldn't ltnew that
a mnter race had ever talten place there, and even nn the traclt
there’s little tn see. apart frnm a lfluirnt-eut rritlpetl lying en the

St]
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rghallengers ranging t're-rn Mirtis anrl l“~.'1-it_.ls tr: a similar '3 t'|, and
mest things in-helween- Endurance racing became part nf the
1rac:lr’s lahrie. arirl lseimela later hesteel the lnig err-tl|.|rar1r.e racers
nf the lnterserie-

Cln the traclt. hammering rile-wn the leng main straight in
3,-eur ‘trig hanger’ Persche ‘HF, the first challenge is the lnng
iaanlsecl, right-hantlecl censtant rarlius Seulhern Curve which
lea rls ha eh nn itself re a sh-an straight ha elr tnward the pits. a Àat
eut leit anti ltinlr whips '-feu past the pit entry. unusual in that it
isn’t lrireated he the grirl. Hearing rlerwn the pit straight rrw.-ards
"-Jarif-rlrelraarre, er Pit Cur'.=e_. anether slightly la-anireel censtant
raclies r;|_'|rr1er, this time a let'1-h.a|1rl semir;:irr;.le, Heatling aleng a
sh ertstraight tnwa rcl the paricincir, the "|."‘|.-'I." Eunre, nameel atter the
stanrl there spctrtrseretl lay ‘-."v'I.“, swirl-gs ~,re|.| right pa st the heli-patl.
Eiefnre gnu es-en nntice the 5ft ti .5n1f| high htnrth State cigarette
hes arilsrertising te f-seer left ';re|.|'re heacling right. threugh Eurre's
l:u|"."e is-n I- Thetrartl-: then ilews gently left again hefere the net-
quite-llat-eut lIurre"s 'E|.|rire Ne 2 whir_'l1 threws gee lraclr. te the
right. [Currr_1's [furs-r:-s are narnerl atter the trar:lr‘s t'r_:trnr;ler Etrrt
"lIurre’ Lincelna

As seen as the ear has left the right-hantl tI|,|rre’s seetien
it's heacling intn BF’ Curve, a leng clewrlill leit-hancler. .-atter ElF
Euwe there's a tirw straight seetieri lsefere Eia|_|nalenlrl-ti, a tight,
right-hancl hairpin hencl at the trar_'l=;"'s lewc-st peint that leads
traclt ente llte le-rig straight. The traclt heatls uphill as seer: as
ssnu es-rit the hairpin until gee pass ever the summit uncler the
eenerete arch testeenecl with l"-le-stle spensership. antl past the
main stanri tn hegin a new lap-

Curt l_inL'e-ln was alse leehen FlCin|:lt’sl'ath-er-in-law. an-Ll user}
this linlr tn persuarle litinrlt tn tall: tn seme nf his internatinnal
racing rii-rals aheut Finland's new traelr- Lin celn was a cleterminert
fellrrw and, app-arerrtly, a persuasirre nne, tne, in l"3il[sl'_s, the

l [E

li"rtE.'l"'-.5“-E|"|iE raeers heist east the er:--wet tewer in TQFU. a Persehe
st F teaiztirrg.

+.iruiit's iirst tell 1,-ear e-|' existence. the Finnish llirarirl Pris was
stagecl, and jack Brahham, lim Clarlr, Elena}-' Hulme, Graham
Hill an-tl Ftinclt tee-ls part. The race was run. unusually‘, en a
Werlnesclay evening, and was cneerecl t‘:-qr .=1tete.sperr magazine
which ltlltt-J55 up theste-r';.'.

“Cine nf the mnst escciting F2 raees ni the '5.-ear was helrl at
the new Isieimela circuit e_|tsicle l-lelsirilri en Wt-_=cinesrJa';,' .7_'~tth
Futgtist. P-.t the en-el r_it' hett heals the tsrahharn Henrlas ef jaeir
Elrahh-am ancl Denny" I-lulr1e were in Iirent, with _Iimm1_r Clarir
¿lling thircl plaee in the Hr‘;-r‘ Harris-Tr;-arir Lrjittts |'s*tleH just alieaijl
eflncheri Ftinclt in the 'l."'i.~'inlr’e|"nann Elirahhain Cnswerth- The race
was tIlis.ri{lt;'{Il inte twe I-teats el ten laps anrl E5 laps. with results
hasecl nn the .'i5 lap aggregate- Elrahham a'-reragecl HH-5-tisniph
ever the 35 laps el the 2.4]-“IF! mile lung traclt."

With gneel light until well after t-tpm it was quite feasihle
te have the race en a rnicl-weelr. t-_".r1':‘|'lir|g_. altheugh twe 1'ar_'ters
aÀiecterl attenelanee: niarw prreple were nut -nt Helsinlri en
heliclafr. and the whele race was heing telc-srisetl. circuit ewner
and termer Srjanclinai.-ian r_'.han'rpi-en, {Iurt Linerrln, has-ing se-ltl
the Ti.-’ rights. -stltlieugh traclt censtrtictien hacl laegun fust Feur

The emait in tereerie tie-ict passes this tatte — this was the wew
trern the eerrtrei tttwer.



Lee l-tirinenen en his wear te winning the rs;-‘r
interserie raee.

rrie-ntills pre-.-iet|_|si1,~_, it was vrjrig near r;.err1|j|l§etir_:r1 l-tilt" |i'|r_' first es-'r_'r
full internatinnal race in Finland. It was well laid nut with an
alitundance el pits. mere parldeclr space than was rtr-'cessar;r.
a cafe fer cnmpetitnrs- anrl a splendid cnntrel tnwer ciewned
lav the three-peinted star el Merr-'edes Elena. Cine ef the nicest
tnuches nf Cert Lincnln's erganisatinn was tn ese rnemhers nf
the lncal jude cluh te marshal the ceurse.

Ft few unusual names appeared nn the F3 entn,-: tII|_|rt t-inr;.nln
teelr. part hut a hig draw was rallv star Time ivtalrinen in his
first r;a_|ting in a singie seater, The evertt was a ser_:r_ess and was
repeated in 't'~ti1-F with lim Ciarl-r. winning the FE eventfrem Ftindt,
I-lill, Rr_!r_t-5 artrji 'l.'_iar|:ie|tr_'r, ].ar;lr_ Braltili-.arr1 relfireiii tier} [|;_r |j|rr_']ltlr_ur1'5
with his fuel metering unit.

ln tses the iltig spert racers arrived fer the l'~lerclic Challenge
Cup. The field included Ftersche ‘-itttts which set the scene fer
the reailv l-rig cars el lnterserie. The F'ersche ‘-'t"lF"s and their
rivals arrived in IttFt".I- I-tieimnla was reund -it nf the tiiittl series-
Dutchman Gijs van Lennep wen the 51-l lap race in his Eiiitlsi in
just ever an hnur, lnterserie returned in IEIFI and “I-'2; .-tt.-tnspnrt
cevered the ILJF-'1 race-

"l_ee Itiinnunen deiighted the partisan r." rnwd nn 5endaj,- when
he tenir an ."il'..":'|ll|"ll|.'l'5|:i'|I|'l"l5'l.'i|T'E'|:l Persche t-H? sps-cler te a cnnvincing
vir."tr-trv in h-eth parts ef the lltterserie race. aheatl ef Peter Ifjethin
in the Sid Tavlrirrfastrril tvt-r:Laren ivttiE- Helmut It-telleners tee-tr
the March .7-*1? te third plat-e and its hest reselt after a geed
drive, while varinus trnuhi-es lr.ept the re-st nf the smali field nut
ei cu-ntentien. ltIinner|en’s win new puts him in a lirm lead el the
charnpinnship whilst tliethin ntnvr.-s up tn serinnd place"-

rits was espected, the filth reund ei the lnterserie
ttIhan'|pir_insltip suffered the werst entr'-,- te date l_1r_-eaese, despite
this race heing ehligaterv in the peints fer the Champienship,
t-r_1'w tlttttrgltt it 'w'r_rr[h- the lr_1r'|g iI]1_.It't'II_"':|.",. The i{r_.~ir‘|‘|r_:la r_:irrj|_|i1 is
situated a few miles frem Helsinlri and, apart frem nne geed
straight rt-l areuntl ll-an [l t}Fl.i1.'ris_t. the rest ef the circuit is a series
ef genmetric curves whir:h cln net reallv suit G? racing-

ltiinnunen alse wen the last lnterserie race at the circuit
in ILEIFE in damp cnnditirrns driving the menstreus lie-rsrthe
‘-it .?'t'llIl.

i-tallving iegend Pentti .-ttirilrlrala tnnir part in a numher nf
races at ltieimela, and rernemhers hew he managed te win his

first ever race there: "I was entered in the races at ttieimr:-la in a
ear fer '.-‘I.-'lIl-l_.l1 I had net ‘it,-'rr_::5, I had seen these fa=ntastic .-tunerir; an
racing tvres advertised and decided te huv seme. Because ef the
tir1|r_* it vvr_;||_4lcl tal-re l_[tE[!1 lite-rrt te l'inl.anrji il -|_r]|_4l|[l urtlv |;_'r_:rllr_!r_'t
them frem the airpnrt the dav hefere the rar:e- 'I.’t~'l"|e|1 l get there
I was he-rrifierl l.‘ie-cause thev hart sent me what l theught were
seme eld, wnrn nut tvres with ne treads left hut, her:ause l had
nething else. l had te Lise them. Di ceurse. I wen the race easilv
and thnught it was hter:ausel was a great driver wl‘|e|‘|_, in rr-alitv,
it was the tvres. I had never seen sliclr tvres la-efere -- neither had
aiivrjine else in Finland at the time, I lrt‘|r_'|'t.-'t.-' hetter nnw!"

ln the seventies a lr.art traclt was huilt hehind the paddecl-r.
arttfl r‘|r,'_12r;,t tr] ll'|r_: Pit lI_I|_trvr_r, Titre net.-'r.-' traclt; witr'|r_~5sr_*-[l the ljegiltltirtg
ef a future wnrld champien’s career: ivtilsa Hatrlrinen went en tn
win the T-|_;|rrr1|_tla lf_'.'Ir1r_> 't."'t.-"r_trirji l:i|.ar!1pir_:rr15.i1ip l'r_n' ."vl|r_'L.arr1'r| in l'ft"§l¿
and ttttiti. Fnrmer Ferrari Fl driver ."vtil1:a Sale was alse active
at the trat-"ls and heat l-lalrlrinen there en at least ene er-"casien.
Their rivalrv was still apparent in Fermula lT}nen1anvi,'ears iater,
the twe is-tilsas still allegedl}-' tailing te see efve-tr:-eve!

During the It-iIFt]s the r_:irr_:eit"s nwners r_e-:plnreri rnanv
avenues fer its use in erder te generate a geetl prefit. which
it was struggling tn dn, Drag racing, rallvrjrnss anr_l even rnr_:l.-
cencerts were tried eut. and a scaied-clnwn ‘Kiddie I-ieimela’
iF'ilrlr.'u t-tieirn-eta] was heiit near the pit entrf.-, eemplete with '.-"1
scale cnntrel tewer. lt wasn't ennugh; the traclt ne lenger had
a trrairir it1[r_'rna|tir_:rr.a| rr1r_*r_~.[ir1g, ur_r lr_1ngr;|‘ had a irtairar spr-;'r_'t.;'!|t-|_1r
draw, nn lnnger made a prniit. its time had run eut.
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t'.§-‘iandesttne racing teei-r piece en the ahandenee trees during the t Ettitits.

eff and all signpesting leng gene. Lecal veungstees lrnew ef the
wasteland as in earlv It]-iii a fire was started in the lvre dump
which teelr ever three davs te e.t-rtingeish. The hla:-re was huge.
see-rching the centrel tewer, and sending ac-ricl fumes inte the
suhurhs ef Heisinlri. The Finnish fire service struggled tn centrel
the hia-re as it hart '-rert-' little eaperiencre ef dealing with fire ef
this tvpe. The teenagers were caught and feund themselves in
serieus treuhle — as was what rerrta ined ef the tra cls.

Lil-re seme leng fnrgntten er-itpnst ef a departed civilisatien,
the ltieimelan lvteterstadien is little mere than a curiesitv in the
weeds, which iew gn nut nf their way tn visit. the circuit is still
a wasteiand and — lilce manv ef the traclrs in this heelr — is under
threat. 1 he cnntrel tewer is [est visihle frern the nearlw mntnrwai,-,
peelring ever the treeteps, theegh the t'-itercedes star is ieng
gene, The tr_:-w-er's hast} is fll"i'1'I-l':|." :se.5tlr_:|fI r_:|pt with 1.-'t.-'rjirr_rt_‘l- hriclr .=l|tt_‘i
cn ncrete- Graffiti cevers the tewer pertien ef the tewer het aheve
it are fadeti adverts fer Tet-race. a reminder ef the cireuit's histery.-.
Damage frem the fire is still evident as pieces ef hurnt weed swa v
gentlv in the wind, dangling frem the sicle ef the tewer.

Under the winter snnw the starting grid can still he made
eut — again. cleeplv faded. Trees grew eut el the tracir where the
surface. has heen gnugeri; these cuts cdsscress the entire tracl-r
and grewing up threugh them are lines ef small trees and scrula
which fnrm strange gee-metric patterns.

I-leading reund the side ef the paddeci=:.it';,'re sterage area
are the remnants nf F"llcict.| tteimela, the small 1; hildren's en-ntrnl
tewer which is surreunded hv trees hut ethenr-rise intact- Ctne
tree fr'_|-lltjtvt.-'s the rj'r_1r'rtr_']|_tr ef the ijttrilciirtg |ji|;_trfer_:tl'y': Pii-:l;|_t |'-fr_~irr‘|r_1la
is new part ef the fnrest- lt will eventually-' heceme ceinpletelv

ift¿

lest in thiclr. weer-i as the Tarmac it-realss up and trees terce their
w'a1,- up alengside an nnea.st-g cencrete neighhnu r,

The remnants ef advertising heardings at Eaunalenldri have
new all vanished, theegh were stili there in the rrticl-Ittsttts, set
haclr hehind the tree I ine. In 1 tttttt ma nvnf the reinainingsigns that
lti-eirrtela was ence a race circuit were renieved when the land's
current ewner. newspaper greup Heisingin Sannmat, decided te
heild a new printing we rlrs en the i‘-rteterstarlien site. Dem elitien
wnrir hegan hut pressure frem ler:al enthusiasts stepped it- The
circuit was left alene again and the printing presses installed in
anether [ncatinn ahnut Elrm t.1-I milest awav.

ltieimela really is a fergetten place; clitficuit te tind. ahandened
and wa sted, tjlf all the circuits featured, I-tieintela is the ntest intact
and ceuld easilv he restered tn use as an active race circuit- it's
clese tn mater read links, within |[l'lc|'|‘| th.2 miles] ef the airpert
at ‘sfantaa. and Etttrm iI}E-==t milest frem Helsintri citv centre. '"r'et
it sits arirl cIrL|r|ilI|-it-"'.:'-.

Hecentlv. what's left has again crime under significant
threat. The citv ef ‘-tantaa is planning te esp-and its rail netwerls;
currentlv the rrniv1.vaf,-- tn get tn Helsinlti airpert is he tai-:i er hes,
which is censidered inadequate. Plans have heen prep-esed fer
a new cnnimuter rail linlt tn serve the airpert, and new areas
created he urhan e:-rpansien, ene et which weuld he huiit en
the tteimela site, This lnnlrs almest certain te he carried ttttt he
El-tit}. when all signs that there was ever anvthing there hefere
the |‘|t_1=.-1.-' eslfa[i_:s 1.-viii lire erased fer g_tJr_irj:l and l'fei|rti_|ia will i_‘.rr_*
gene- Twe pedestrian hridges have aireadv heen huiit ever the
ttearhtr rrteterwav as part nl the plan: there leelrs te he little hepe
ef reprieve fer Finlandfs first race circuit
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The Jelly" C.‘tee Mitene 5-"t»'i'W EISL er‘ Berle Fa-zettt ene‘ -'vi'an'ine
Finette etasts ateng the stertf¿nish straight with the I.TlE'|t3-J"E'S5“|l'?_I§'
Erne 5“LIl3lt.'|'1'J-S tn the eaettgreuitd. The year was ea F5. eut little

has changed in the .'i'11't.'-'rI.-'-I-;'nti'1g' years.

as the traclt heads away frern the eutshirts eli Time. the t_Ill'5|-' still
deminates; little wender, then, that few eall it he its cerrect name
eti Masar;t»lein;;:,. rnest 5-irnp1s' ep-ting ler Brne. Bet the rneetl el
an urhan street circuit seen chanp_es as this is nee et the few
circuits in the werl-Ll where a 'l.lTl'|.-'t-.'I' actuallf; Feels like he has
heen sr1n'|t':wl"|r:re eeer ‘hr: t'.['|-lJl’F.t"! el a lap.

A 1.-rert-' triclw right-hander in the small harnlet et '--‘esell=;a
r_:e-ulrl have r_:auj_:|l"|t eu‘ the unwary as it picllts its -w-tn.» hr-twt_:en
lauilclines- There's litt'e here: a few small hentes and hasic
l2IL|si1H.'s5ea, H's '~»'trr}r e|.|iet. The races r‘eust l1a'-re really laeen a
definittg event, with tlre entire place centine te a standstill, its
1r1.air'| rt__1.a{l tt_4rr1t_-[l cwer tu |jl|_1t,'_1.li|1_1; i'.ar_'r_1.r5,

Fellewirtg that right heel»; the traclt character changes:
it gets last here, '-.'t_'-|"§.-' last. Rural serenity’ weuld it-est descrihe
the interlinl-:e-rl straights at Heints an-rl the lenpv fast, uttclulatirtg
stretches at Spa Franr_hercha.rnps, and this pertien el the Czech
r:irr.uit |eiw':s a little taste r:|t' that serenitfg, theugh is still sentehew
darlter in nneetl. Sweeping, threugh fields and ever crests in the

-I_-
-!‘

w
F - iw

Di'eter Glemster getting tivety in a Fete Cetegne Capri 5'5 EEDD
in the tats .';Ttl‘ reee. which he wen he a tap.

us

-I
-I1-—I

‘|'|:-I
'-1

'|'

-

I-1___

-1!

re|.|e,h directien el the new circuit. the traclt is slightly" at etltls
with its surreunrlings. In the mid-eighties t:T{'I races helrl here
cars were hitting speeds in e:-tcess el ttltlmph t2tIl'Ltl=;ph_l aleng
this sertirin, anr_l net all e-1' it hail crash l]lt;'ll"|"i't._"l"E|-.

The 1 *.~M‘rt-t ass variant et the ceurse splits awa1t-'te the left en
a iiarree.-er rea-rl et'1' If-t1'|."|.-'._=|1'|:j2lE. the ltairpin at Feh-|_1tin village, where
it jeins the hu[=-,e1*t.'ttJ-Hit? eriginal. The first circuit had carried
straight en at ‘s’esell:a. E-wer;'pir|g west thre-L|1._?,h the t+.1ee=|r}-"side
fer miles and miles, all the was te CIstreeat:ice where a hairpin
swung the cars it-aclt in the directien el Brne. -"t challenging set el-
esses fellewed shertlijr after £'Jstres-aci-re, which is new the turn-
e1't' te the new |"~’lasar§,'l=:rin5t_1;.

lhe eriginal centinues te se.-ee|".| its at-"as; tee.-are i-Iehetin
where it jeins the lite‘)-it-161'} incarnatien, the pair sweeping
eastwarrl ti]-g-etl"|t_:r,

at the end el the leng hlast alter "-ilersellsa usecl lay the ETC
5|_1|:jJt_~|' 5.5|l1_1{1|t|:E. is £|r'|t_][l|L:r iu;|te’[i-en, .5 tight l]-|_|[ ljtattlee-[l |;l|_'_r1.-1.-'|t.hill
rie;h1-hancler named alter l-lans Elaltisherger - a n1eterc':scle rider
1.1.-'|1r;: l-L15! l1i5 lilt_' in ‘l'F.l5t_1- near the sit:-_* t_1l- this turn, The l.a*_t|_ et_e'.*;'.i-|_1t1
ef the tracl-: jeins the ether three variants - dating frent 1‘-Htil
thretlgh te 1'-Tttits — ter a. challenging, uphill sectien.

The Masar}-hring is still fast and rlangereus terlafa, and rletterl
aleng its length are small heartlelt rnemerials te these lest en
its treachere-us -r|.|rees_ Eieme ef the trihetes are recent, such as
these en the twisting uphill sectien inte l'ieheute=.rice, theugh
tragic. atczitl-t-nts in these r;.nrne:'s letrwt-‘n as the Farina esses are
rething new. In the ltilsllt Grand Fri:-=; race Farina had a s-"ere had
£|t_:t_.l-[l-|;'.l“|[ wlti-:_:l‘| ltillt_t1:j:l ts‘.-'t_1 -|_:||t|lut_1l~;|:r'_=.- The 5tjt_1r'|t_! 11:)‘-.-'-' is .3 quictt
place hearing a plaque, net in n"|en1er';s ef the spectacters whe
died hut a mere recent tratge-thr; perhaps a nl-eterist whe was
caught eut liq,-' the traw:l~t"s still dane_ereus cur‘-res
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Here Its-hrs

The AIFJS

At Geerdweetl I leuse near Chich ester in micl-summ er e'~.rerjr';rei1r,
when Fnglanrrl is at its must gluriu-us, the rust-rlent Lurcl I~.rtar»:_lt
gives twer the greunels fer a celehratien ef meter racing histtte,-'-
F-.[ .L~,1L.It uf his I ur[l5hi|J-'s annual garrlen parties, an 1;-..-ertt lr.rt||w|t
as the Festival ef E-peecl, there is a fantastic scul|::|ture, a new une
e-I-r,-rt; -t-ear, £lerlir;a|r_-rl Ir} a great |:|ertet:l ef 1he sp-ert's l|i5IrJ-r'5,r,

In the late Itilittis the sculpture harl-ierl ltacl-t re a tlarl-rer
|:|eriur.i, shurtltr hefere the larttl areuntl C-mt-t|'wttttci I luuse was
requisttterrerl I1}-' the I11.-at-_. anrl lung hefere Geerlwrmrl hecame
-r_enner_tetl with meturspert. The giant eciilice was a stL|nnir'-5.1,
silt.-r-r strt-amlirrerl car ruunrling an ]m|1ussihlt_.r ltanlterl nrrner,
ettul-ting .1 race run seme sist;-.-' jrears earlier ti: esalt C-erntang.-"s
Ha .r.i gtw-emment. Ha rely.» a '5.rr_-arafter tit is ptrlitica lit.» t.ltarj.t_|,:t_‘ll‘1ti|-Ii:-r
race, the rattle ei machine guns iiller_l the air ever Gtttt-ilw'tseil, as
l-l|_|r'rit5||tt_:aruil1*i|j|i[I_i|:'t_~fi_|IF1l|Ift_"rpl£|r1t_'5 llt_:wir1[r:-t_rtr1tl'|-{I1I'rt1||t H.-5'-.l'
Westhan1|1|'|ett_ an airfielcl which went en tu heceme anether
larrtuus race circuit.

Ft leading tuurist guide deseriltres Berlin as heing as e:-tciting
as Elactt.1r1-en-5et'|;11::-sur'_arise, then, thtt tr t|uiclt 5-_1lar1ce at -1 map
r:rf H-erlin's race circuit shuws |'|r.rtl'rt|'tg tu recem men-rl it. l;sse|1tiall@.r
twe leng straights iuinetl by simple cerners at each erlil, it’s nut
the must thrilling t.irt'uit lat,-rrttt lw any means, hut |:'!|t|-te|‘|IiÀll'!.-‘tn-|‘|t".~
ef the tastest, thttttgh as metlern Fermula Cine shews us. spree-Ll
altrrtu t'l-I1-es |‘|uI |“|t:r_ess£|ril'!.r t:t']ual t_*t-t|..iturt‘|t_*|"|T- H-|1'=.-'|.-re‘-.'t_~r, |:'_tl"|t:|t||s
et stunnirtga P-tute L-nien ancl I‘-»tercer_fes streamliners lslasting
Errrturttjzl a |;|eril||usl'5.r lti§1_l“-I "'l."'|.-'.t=|ll rtt'|'it|:a1l1' itartltirtg, 1-"tr-Elit_l1t_~|jl leg,-
hlaclt Lmifer|'nec.l men, tell a cliffererlt strtrt-'-

The .-"'|.|_11rtr1||r:|l}il "t-"t_*rlit_'i|r1=- |_||:|[l Lllturtgs El-Ifr.E|515t_~, ur a "t-"l,_.|f_'i-, =.".'.a5
r:ent:ei~.-ed arrtu nri the same time as th-e *-IE|rlturg|'i|1-g. anrl fer
1.rr_1r':,' '5.irr|ilar rt_*a'_-Lnrts, In 1'Et't]Ii-’ the l'lI.ai'_-|_=-r 'w-at-:_'ltt_=-|jl an Italian wirt .;1
lfittrriun I:t-etrmett race helrl in the Iaunus mu-untains. .-“ts a result
he was met-'etl te fuunil the Kaiser r"tuten'|el1i le clult twhich later
ltetame Ftututnuhilia lI'“.lul"r '-.-en [lit-utst'h]anrl - Fwtji. His st|t‘1-t‘|-||l’I
ter the newsuurt centinuetl, anti he felt a meter vehicle test traclt
was rt:-:']|,|ir|,:t_‘l iit Iltt: capital tits" ||f H-t_~|'lil“|. Tltt: tra:_l~; was tn i‘:-tr
huiit hetween the Charlettenlturg area ef Eterlin anel ‘sticltelasee
iust nutsitle the Lil‘;-'.

III III Euctttehre

i't§l.i'I-IEIHQ.

I"-. l"i'.f:|l=ItT| |_IE-l? mile] traclt was censtructedt twe huge
straights linlterl lt|[|.- liglttly ltanltecl return leu|_tsatr_-aeit enrl furmecl
the circuit- The I"~Ir::rrthern Cttrve was ltrluwn as |‘-'ertlltehre and
the i_~iu|_1tl1t_'rr1 as 5-iitjllti_:l1ri_:, It t.-'-'{|s nut it t_|tr1‘|tj:-lest affair — tl1i_: [wri-
straights were parallel, se|:-aratecl hf; a strip rtf grass just a crtuple
r_|-I‘ r1|r_'1 res 1.-'-ri-ljle

The prrecjse rlate ef the first race seems tu has-"e heen lest
us-"er the ‘rears: Hut strrprisirtg, censitlerirtg the turltultueus perietl
that hegan in Berlin in I"~I'=t5. It's heen sai-rl that the .a.‘-.-'L,5 is the
werlr.l’s Iirst I'l‘I[JlltJ-|"n"n'-L1}-', e|Jerating as Ll tell react helure the First
Wmlrl War, durirg wl‘|lt'.l‘| all mutu|'sp-urt at'ti-atttr ::t~asecl-

The traclt was net usetl fer racing hetweefl the en-if uf the
First Werlrl War and I112 I__ when we-rl-; instigatetl lw ene Huge
Stein nes te l:-ring haclt racing was cempletecl. The first race after
[l‘|t_* w.E|r ‘writs 'w-t1|1lT_t-' Frilfrr 't-'t|-rt'i_]|1|t_*l,1'i[tir|gl'tr t_*|‘|t:|_|Hlt ir1.t1|"|'i_Il|§||:l,
The entire gr|~:l was macle up ef Eerntan cars. Ft"i’|_J5 was te
l}|_1r_'r:-|t1t_" all al]-rJ|_|t Ii_]t_'r|r1a|| £|I_tt_t|rt_~rr|¢‘|r_'t:,',

Fitre trears later the traclt |:-la';.rerl hest tu the inaugural Ger man
Grarttl Pris. antl E'Et],t}t}t]' [ample turrtetl up tr: see the race. Willt
ca rs ach ietrrrtg speeds uf Ettttntplt |'.'tiL-3 I .tthl-chit] the seectatile must
ha‘-re heen increciiltle, es|uet_ial|y as the race was run in uuuring
rain. ht-u-rli t.".arrat'iula wen the race tur |"~.rtert:er.es_. wltlt'.l‘| turt':~.-er
earnt him the re[Jut..ttiun et rcgenrneister train ‘nasterfl.

Tltt; t'lt_~|;|rt:'5sitnrt l:‘:|rt:L|{_1ltl! £|i‘||t:-LII 5| lull, 'w.'itl‘| -iItltr in ‘he 'w.'E|':r -IJI
muterspnrt 1er a few 1,-"ears, with the ettceptiet ef a few recent
a1tem|:=|sir1 I1II.T.'t!i, I‘.luringtlti5|1erir1{lthe l"'-..E|[it: "|.f|l 1~iet'alis1 parlfrf
grew a|1ace. its leacler, Ftclelf Hitler. in the ascenclancgr. at st:-me
|}t1i It Hitler was i|t1rrJ[lu|_t_'|:l in |‘{|r_'ing |:l|‘i1.'t_~r Hans f_'i-t|_1t_'lt wlm,
aleng with ethers, Impressed Ll|t1'|tJ1'l the fast r|s|ng pulittctan the
i|'|1|2|ertt1r'rceul'rrt-:1-ter racing as a pru|2|agantla tee-l.

hlacing retumerl in I¢i't3_. anrl ence again huge crrtwris
turrletl eut en a regular ltasis te watch the inc'rei1singl';.-' last anil
streamlinerl ears. E']erman'-,- was at the lm:gtnr|ing ut a nt~w era
et mttterstmrt, a fact tlrtrmmetl heme at the I‘.I.t.ti Berlin .‘-rtuter

ur
genre a sp-eer_'h stressing hew impertant mttterspert was tu the

Sltuw hul-rl just a few mi es at-.-aw, when Hitler - new tilltan-:_e[

li_i|:|‘r1‘|.a|‘| rtatit tn,

[It-J
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F‘-tde-ll l'litl+:r'r£- inliltaen-|_e en nteterspert can still be E-een
in the spert tndav in the t'a<;:t that Silver etrrnvrs still appear at
the lre-nt el the Ere nti F‘ri1-: grid but thefs e l]'t.l't}l'L in ilseii.
Legend has it that in t¢].'i5 he v.-atehed Mercedes Benz win the
.r‘tvL|srer|nen at en average speed et 2.-l-5._'iltph |'I4t.i.Emph]. lt'e
said that during this rneeting Hitler himself s|_1ggested that the
tvm turns he t"ell'g,' henl-ted tu increase average speeds. 't]ern1anv.
he detnaedetl, slmttld have the v.-+_1rld“1_; t'a5test raee tjireeit

A nietereyetet rides the |'Ll.5'rtirri]5i,1,' n1eter'e_vet'e reeling and
net etrte.rnet:|.')'e reefne ts the str.e-jest er’ the AVU5 mernenet.

t¿eertesy Erhard‘ Etened,I

The Mercedes tewer euttdine dttrttig e tere ?£I3-its reee meeting.‘
the numher et enitenned men tetts its ewn stery
ttffetrrtestr Erna-rd Elenedi

Se: il v-'35. th.;'t1 |;_:rtt»r1=_1tr|,_r-t_'1iu-:1 vv-|_]rl-; ljt-r_:§_.5|n Inn l"-ltt-r£il+:,t_'h|'-t_*.'_=|r1tjl rfteirttg
v.-as halted thtnughn-|.|t ‘t*~t'.iih se the werl-r enuld eentinee. Tl'e
result we.5- a *JL'.ti degree retlitts it-end, litertlted at en elarmir
4'-t.-h degrees. The hanl-ting rese tn 12.42 metres |f4tt-F'4itt ar
watts surleeed with it-riL'l-z paving — making“ it treeeherttus in ti"

r'.:e|.-1-“1.:r-ti
v.-et. tvtanv drivers strngglerl tn get am,-where near the tep, ar
eventuailv a white line watt added. aheve which drivers we
t‘|t'|t .'|ll|'t'.-veil If-:_1 gt'|-.

The tra-r_'l+; reeperted en 5U |"-rl.a},', IEHF- hlew r_'emp-lete with
Hitler's “wall |_|t'deatl1‘, eirteit length was. ll5iI,]-ltrn [I l.?i'§t' miles],
It was the Fastest traei-c in ’rhe werld - and remained se fer three
mere derqedes.

That late .'-viav meeting the Itilft? Ft‘-.-‘LIE-|'|1*|'tt‘|I;'|‘| race meeting
that was alse -=t rnejer Nazi |;;rep-agartcia event, ‘wits 1e lire a it-lg
ene- Entries ineluderli E 't-‘1.-’15l=-’.-|"-.-ttI!5 E-treamliner |'vter-eedes
Benz te he driven iilv Cerreteitria and Lang: ven Breuehtiseh in a
tvte.rr:ede.5 'I."|.~'2'it=i-I."-I.-ttti 5.4"".-L F-treamliner; Ht1se|mj:1_,-err in an P-.utn
Llnien E tvpe. and a brace e-t private Maseratis. The 5-r_"L|deria
Ferrari .#'-.lt'a Hemetvg v.-itl"|dr-r_~.w I1-et'nre the meeting. Wt':ll uver a
quarter et' a millien peeple turned up te spectate. and it was
t_':lt15|r '|.-vl'|u titt; t_.t:-tttrullirtg ljt-ttttlv 'w.a5 l'ru|:t‘| Thtt large r||_|r‘nl:ft|t_'r ui
sv.'astil=;a flags fluttering in the hreeze-

The 1.-'-.-'.e|rrr|, earl}-' 5.|_|r1:|t1t3r':5 -|jl.Et1|,r Eittvvrt-|,_=-tjl |f|-t_!I1'|;1t_:!||':,-', ]::5t_Pi
Geehhels, Minister fer Pre-paganda, tenlt his seat in the stand
te wet-t_'h the veiturette reee end the three he-at -'À'|'I-"|.l".:'|l-L"l_ll-l‘|:_"|-l. The
r:r|tr{,-', ten, seemed tn he all ahnut German suprernae':.-': "'Witl"|n:.|t
esaggeratien, there was gathered at the Berlin if-HL'l'L easilv the
tastest gtttttp rd raring ears in the wnrld- I--nnr .r"mtn Ljniuns,
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The crrc.ur't ,nta_Ired nest tn DTM races. wnt-:r.'t saw the great
battles er rtnre Llnten. Mercedes, and Arts Hertted ren'nd|'ed.

ecr_asie11 a tew rears atltt. The marl t_-tees tltretlt-El‘ H in-rest and
there are gaps in the trees . and if there is a side wind hln'.I.'ing it
is well tn renternlt-er this, lt-ecause ;.-‘nu rrtatr errlerge t'ren'I| an area
at calm air intn strnng wind, and this ntatr ntalte things diiiicult
inr the ewner nl a set}-' last car.

"*1 he set.-rtatnrs are ahle tn -t_:1'||ne rqeite clnse up tn the trar:lr._,
and ii a car did Lnr any chance get intn diiTiculties, a rndst serin|.|s
ar.r_:ir_lertt, |t-erhans in'r.-'nl'|.-ing hundreds ni s;:ner_'tat:jIrs, crtnlri easil'5.-
tatte place.

"’|"r|_tlt't the -|jlti'.-'r;r"s rj:-r_Ii||1 rj-ti 1.-Ii-|_rI.I.-' ertder ifta-[l t_|_|rttjlitit|-its r_Ii
weather the traclt can get I-.rer'_-r sli|:t|:-ert_r. De-'i|tg tn the turns
tal-ting place at the end el lctng straights. it is essential lnr the
rlritrer tn ltnnw the hra I-ting paints and int h is hra ltes tn he hef,-‘end
suspicinn. The suriace el the turn at the Berlin end was surtaced
with hricl-: and, I helieve, still is, and a rlritrer nught tn rernemher
that. as lndianapnlis has shnwn us, slight nil rlrnp-[J-ings en a hricl-:
surface nrndutie nne ni the wnrst sl~:irl surfaces in the w'nrir;l_"

The war put a step tn racing tnr ttlwinus reasnns. When
L15 trr_'I|'tps arris-ecl thet,-' inuanrl the c.irr.|.|it harlh,- elantagerl, with a
cnl lapsed l.I.|ridgel1lncl-ting part di it. During a I.-'isit l:nr President
Ttutttart, tl"|t_I r_:irr_"|_|it '.I.-'ltiL.it -|1|t=t_.I;I srjrr'.rI_I.t‘l tit F'_!l|'I_]lT'I[jl_E' {_]erntan
su|::|erinrittr was used as a parade greund inr the trictnrinus
."'t rr|r_!rir_'ar|= snlriiers,

lt wasn't until 11151 that the AULIS returned tn the racing
scene. alter a greup. letl lie,-' lsierl Lincler, gut things geing again-
ttrtercedes returned in inrce three gears later in 1‘-1.54, iietding the
i.il3=er team ntluan Manuel Fangie, Fla rl tiling and l lansl lerrnann.
I-trw.-e.w:r, at the t'q"i.'5 Le ts-tans 24 hnnrs race a wnrlts ttrterredes
tlew etl' the traclt and l-tilled a large numher nt s[.tectatnrs as well
as rlri-aer Pierre |-esreglt, This trage-rig.» caused the cnntnant,- In
ahandnn all racing actit-rite: wnrlts cars item it-rtercedes Elena did
r‘|t_tt_ I't_.‘l_L||"I'| tr|-r ‘I;-|_Ia rs-

Fnr a iew yea rs the circuit was used rt-nhr inr natinnal racing,
ljtul Ur-anrl Pris racing was tn rnalre a return in l'5|5'-."=' wllen l-r.ttus.
Ferrari, Cnnper and HEM were all re|Jresented_ The meeting was
a tragic ene as lncal French iatre-Ltrite lean Beltra went cwer the
ten nt the hanl-ting in his Ftnrsche and was ltilled instantlt,-'. Hitler’s
wall ei death had liw_Iclu|_1te its nicltname

at that race meeting Stirling Mess ga -re an inten.-'iew, and nne
ni the questinns he was aslsed was: "De treu cnnsider this tthe

.¢t.‘-.-'L_J5':- a satie cirr:uit~i' ."-.»tnss renlied: "‘t-tn, I dnn't. It's sen,-' unsate
- it's trertr unsatisittctnre -— it's uninteresting — it |areIres nething.
'nd I think it's a great shame when in tI."||.".rrrtattI.rtltt;1,r lta'-.ren:tent

lljnmn-u

'I|e werst traclts in the wnrld, and |:tnssihlf,r nne nf the hest traclts
' It the wnrlri [the nttirltergrittgt, hut they |j:|lr_:l~;' the werst and r|_|rt
'* [the Grand F'rit-r_| there". He cnntinued “I suppnse it“s pnlitical
Elttl i titirtlc that l’rtI in with all |it|,_= rt-titer [iris-"era wl1r_t agree witlt
rte that we thin!-t this is a trertr had, unsatist'actnr'5r and untesting
ceurse as tar as the dritrers are cencernetl at-tl nnt werthy LII‘ a
's"t~tnrld t'.'“.ham|J-tnnship race." The inter-rie'w was git.-en heinre the
death eilean Behra. The rt"-"’L"E= never hdsted the Gerrnan Grand
Fria again as in |'?:I|'tt'l it mnt.-erl tn the httirlttrrgrittg Fttidscltlr':iie.
Mess was reundlfr slated in the German press inr criticising the
r.irt_'.t|it and retiring nn the ¿rst Ian ni the race.

In itilt-J the hlnrdl-teltre hanlting was demnlished tn allnw a
rtt_1'.I.' |n+_1tnr'.-.-as- j|_|rtr_.t_ir_Ir't 'll_l- ljte huiit — The nt_II.-1.-' r_:r_:-rrtrar t't'_1llr,'-'.*.'e|:l
the same ceurse as the nld hut was flat escept fer a slight ca mlser.
The circuit was clesetl ltetween 'l‘Fl'l3T" and reepertetl in l‘=lI"l,
new measuring Hi.t ltm tf5-tt'-].'t miles]. This cnniiguratinn was
usecl fer It} -years and the traclt ran races tnr e'I.'er';.-tltirtg ranging
irnnt Fft tn BIT.‘-rt, and et.-‘en the hig senrtscars nt lnterserie.

The tinal curtailnI|ent at the circuit eccurred in ltltitilit when
anether Stjdltehre was hnilt rnuch clnser tn the nits. the r:irr.uit
new measured just Eatztrtlrm tl.IE:-=1 ntilesi. The I-rastlsr pup-uiar
tjerntan te-|_|ri|tg rat r.ltam|:|innshi|_t |ftIt1'|'srt] trisiterl nn an anneal
l:-asis until in l'.~l'U5 a numher nf huge shunts culminated in a
nt|_|lli|:|le ear pile-en, The EITt'-rt teants - ttteluding snnte ni the
great wnrlts teams, F’-.li.1 Ennten, ."--tercedes and Ftutn Llninn
tr"-utlii seuarls ttultits, which were actit--e en the circuit in the
tttl-ttis - lett in disgust netrer tn return-

r’iLrtr_.1s'tsIt.:-rt retanrtetl the race, er, mere ]Jrecisel';.-', the big
crash:
“Pile-up halts rt‘-nrus race; luture in dnultt?

the inurth rnund nf the It¿erntan 'l'n-uring [Tar IITltantiI.|innsltip
was ahandnned atter a multip e pile-up iett eight cars destrcnred
and ealletl intn qeestintt the sat'en.- nf the .1-.'t.“L.l5 aetnltahn r;.irr.|.|]t

I35
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The eette'-e,e te the stert et the test REF Grand Fret. t_et{r.I'
Fegtett ene‘ Ehneste Maserati ere ehtengst these ,eteteree'.'
ears trem tatte Fternee. Maserati er.-et Detege are rh the ttete'.
|‘Ceertes1; t_.¢tTj

l'et the I925 seasen the planned read ceurse was lauilt.
l:-ringing tetal circuit length tn 12.?-lttn t.»".Ft-t miles]. It was tt}
metres |IltZt.‘£t1.'ttls_:- wide with a gradient eli 'l-in--El at its must hilly.
Surtaced with tar it came tn ranlr. amrtngst the werid’s greatest
laps. The read ceurse leel-ts nething spet.-ial en a map. hut it
was serieush;- challenging. A high speed run-et't - the Piste tle
"»’itesse — lereught cars screaming past the pits. then. rather than
swinging haelt ente the hanlting te the right, the tra-elt aseended
a slight hill and headed enter the twin hridges at Les Deue Pents.
at eere leng tast straight ran up te a very tast right-hand Ltinlt
at Les Quatre Bernes- High speed was the erder -ef the day as
the ears reared up anether lzilemetre leng straigltt. hut a steep
dip and steeper rise preceded the turn-in peint fer a fast right-
hantt sweep. the apes situatetl en a tr-lintl 1.-rest. The super euiclt
sweep was iellnwed he artnther steep drnp with the tight left-
handed Lacets de Ceuard at its hase. The exit et'Ceuard led inte
a right-hander which switt_.hed hack tn the left at the Ti am H .Ht=t4
milet pest- its the car e:-cited the letit-hander here. the read simple
rlreppetl. the steep tlewnhill gratlient weultl tease atw racers
sternach behind: it’s daunting just te wallt it.

at the hettern uttltt.1dt't.1p the read tiitl-ted te the leit and ente
anether shert straight- Epingle des E'»ru'et‘_-res ieliewed the straight
and was a tight tight cetrlet — a hairpin. in Ltl-iil;‘-ll.-i. Ft shert squirt
en the prtwer hreught a tight left-hartder hefere the leng hiast
tiewn te the letit-right-right-right se1e|uence el e'-reetightening
turns which made up the Iflarnge des Etiscernes leep. The fieal
91] degree right-hander led ente the ‘.5l-trn [lll.1-'=li_l‘flilIl straight
up te the tree-lined ‘-Jirage rte la Fer¿t- [The eld entranee tn the
circuit is at the start et this straight.) "-Frage de la Feret swung
right and h-reught the eeerse hael-: eph'll tn shatlr_tw the earlier
part et the lap. .-"tt the tep ei the hill a ‘ew sweeps led ester the
erest e1" the hill and -tjl-|_']'|.-1.-"at inte the tight le1't-rightsettienettfirage
du Gendarme. Frem here the ne1<:t1weltilemetrest'I-2 miles) ran
slengsitle the eppesite leg ei the eireuit. hat-l~: threugh t'..‘_tustre
E-ernes and ente Eileuttr Fnnts where the ceurse turned sharply
lelt at the lt.'ll=;n1 t't't|.2l mile] pest th‘e|.|gh hiirage-de la Ferrne. The
harlt ni the Western Etaniting lnnrned te the right -ni the traclt as
the cars headed up a straight and inte the hairpin at Epingle Du
I-'a~,-t:. Frern there the tracit ran straight and reieined the Piste De
'tt'itesse reund the Eastern Bani-ting. and ente a new lap.
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.s-ten‘ e." the test-: Fret aeh =.'3rs.r re‘ F'.eI.=;-- are F|':'.~.r.r.-e-:= T.iee E .-=s- a-:e.- Eter e ties. The iaee a-- ree-' r::.'s-1 et the titans
with are Ftt_1.'n~ee. E-et;_.1a re". a u te Ur .-ten st re‘ ~‘a'ere .'.-: .'i't s .t-;._tht te s-e-.e.t'e.r.es -.2 t- .-In F.-at tee

as rnt.-re and |*1t.t|'t- pr-ttple usetl wlinle saplings ter shade-- t.'}r|t:
i|1rjli1.'ir_l|_|.ti_. ta|_|n-lil=;t_' i|1 a!;|t_:t_~._=|r.|r||_|;' anti t.'||itit_~|_l .| rit_l'- site-t_t_" ti-I
hrew:i, l'arl =1t'1|t'2I?.|'r.rl‘tll'f.- r..e|np.etel-_.- tl|st.ar-rl~.srl al: his t lethes in
the sci:-rt'l1i|1g |'ea|_: a lire -estir1_|_',L|isi"|r.'r "'.'nar.le ilselt ge -nt|'" en tl-e
_e_ra.-itlstarzd. gent-|'atin_e_ tn-:'nt~r|rleus hilariti.-, whllst, tit.-1:.“ it all,
the --"-CF tlae Jttt-L|tl"'.' tlew .1 Jsitle -tiewn er the treat Jele alt-r.t-weI“ |

tl'|t' |'1|'t~'t=t l'i||2-:."

E1-'e|1t".'.=lifr_. the Lars made their wag-' te the grid. all spetless
in prt-a~r.la1i| ir'|. lite |i|1_|_t_.;‘|'.1i tl’i't-'t':':-'- i'| a ti: 1|‘-teir na rnt~s l"t1'ilI'IIit'l.i"l H'1['['l
en the st_'uttlr_-s e1 their cars in hrilliant silt-'er, whilst the .-at-..te
|i_.'|iiri|1'5 |_‘|rr||||'li'5.-' l||||t_~ :_=.'r..-.t~itiltt|:§. tin |l||.'i| tail5_ TI'|i_' I.-i_'r';,-' |'!|l"-Il_'|.'l
grid termed up.

"l'i._|r1s ?_*i||_||_l-; i.-"'.|_|lr: i_.l|'.i||r1 -"I.-l_r.'|1|_~j- .|r|tj: .-"tr_l|illt_~ ‘I.-'.|r.ri
tSt:L|tlr-ria Ferrari r‘=..l'a H.t|n'|r.:-:.|| ’|'|t'|tlt.' up the rreet re-it--; ht-hind
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the .Tt_1]' rt -1'5 ran-:11‘ t-‘.r.I';-r_. .:i-h-r_.' tt i e tt-1--.'n |‘.rte.rr_?ee'|;.! tr‘.-’E’:j.5t er t- t.'_.-e'e."t -‘.1a.rr.§tr_;.'e.'.e ti'r_si.I|jJ'.'.':-g_t hh :11 .'_ trigr t‘-.71-_;rt'r_i|'.' r_-1-‘|r_1w the w-'.;':'}-r te .'-|'ah.=_=r 5 ti retris
In 1 tn -l_|'|'"|'.'i'I'J'| .r’t- tge-t 1 .ihr.:- et 1rhr.=r is '.t1'.r.-age |':'i'.:- ta Ft.'rrr|t?.

tht-n" '.-.-t'-|'t- iritt-:'l-till t'jan'at iela ']."'--’tL't'tt:t"lt:1=| Ht-.-1.1 'I."'t-'3'5'i. h-tt.|rr.l1»ergt:r
-j-"I.|_|t_t: l_.r'.i|_|t'|I-_ ._|nt| t'_'|ii't:n t.-"-.l|..!;_ T;|..{it_'| ‘t-lt_te'r|l..ari et-'._i-_. the lirsl
et' the [-t.=gattis,- hehinrl hint sat tzteeei.-=.1 and lJ'Ftr';.-l--..:-I jr-. siinilar
cars. Teward the ha-t.'lt el the grid T'nssi I.-"tlt.!t. s'-he Firattcirltisch
-Ih.-’li"rt.t*t'lt::-'1t. .~"'t'l'|F|:'|tlt'| Ii"-r1F|:1i'r.-1.T.iI. arid llartt -;*li|" 2|"-»’lt'|:€t:-t.-‘tli'l wt'|'t_:
in trer-1 er last placetl n"-a|"- Luigi Fagit:-Ii in the third t'~rterr_'-:_'des.""

|"-.-'||"rt_.r_'t'lt_':4. 1.-'t-._I|:§. tin: '5lr'rir|t§ t't'|'t-'tr|_|rilt_:. its rtew 'l."'i-'It'_'i .|f'ill'|.'l_'t'
Ftrrews shewing territie s_;1e-ed in |:-rataict:-. as did the .+*-.ute
l_l|1-in-.'|'_-L. .;'iltlit1._.-git lt|t_":.' li..‘1|_'l l||_'t_'|! t':t_'t_"ri |';t|tlit_~r |_|t1t'|._'ll._'!i'IIlt_" {_'tl ll1|_'
rest enl-,-' the Ferrari-.run at ias seetnert -tiapahie er es-en t:en'||ng

_ | tl'|t_~ Silt-'t_'r t_r't_'..'i|"| r;|r_r_'r';..

].“.i-l"i

"'Twr.r Inirutes tn twtt. .-"its la -' as the -U}-'l_" r_e|.|lr.| see the grn-.1|1ds.
ttanes, trees. the landst"ape j.1._t'r‘|t:’£L _
set.‘-thing with esr_iten'*-ent, cencentrtlted nrl t'nese thirteer lirigl"-thi-
|_||lt1i|ret'lF1iit:||1 tats. iitt:t'li-'1:ipiir'|i_'1.1-‘fir; |r|;|:_trtili-: trnt. [_']'rn:-a|1fl-
a halt min|.|tt_-s1r..1ge: net a seund. ref a n'.es'e|*-tent. Ctne rrir--;1e-
l't-'t'|f,-r1"-t"|_li.-‘|r||t '_1w-._.|'tt l||:_=. t_ar's. slarlettl: l1ar||'l-ti.

""tn ene glerI=eus grewl tit seun-:l the rat ir-g tars sp*.'=.r=g te Iit't_--
".-‘I. iiigli ||ll|r_'|.'|E -t‘|l tin: .-"tt_l'. |'|r-n||||'ilt_'tl he the l||'|r_'.-;ta_"|_~|'||_~r.

|'a'aserl the t:luh's hlee "lag. the |1-e-wt:-|' ef |"'|a-11; l"|er-rlrerl herses
1.'-.'el etl |_||'_I in a li-t_*rt_r_' '_-.t_'r-t_"ar1i |_|l |i=ni5t_"_ Fnt|r ';.et_'-n|:tl'_-._ leert-. tint; ..
ttuite dt:l|l1t:ra1t'-5'1.-. .t st-e.-ned. Ln.-ren's st:a|"et .-ttlta -n-e"-.-ed frezn



Fteerehime eetreii The Greed Frat ere t_'.»-ape e"tII'r in hire‘ June.
Edda was the ttnet ear reethp elrent eh this histerie euteererhe.

Eighty steers er raerhg trnetty earhe te ah ene‘.

the third ten.-'-.-'_. the flag lie-.sit.a|t_:tjtl, |[lt't_1pp-etl. tLl"|i|'t_:-r1 wertt straight
he as the twels-e ether cars went eff in a wall ef seunci.“

The race was under wast and the sihrer t_ilt!:'i hegan te hunt
tlewn t'“.l1irert’s scarlet car which led- The Fsute Ltninn ef Hans
Stuclt was in the lead he the third lap. the r=.tt.s seme wast behind
with a te1r:rcerle_s in het perseit. Perhaps it was the het weather.
perhaps it was the new tech nelegga er semething else entirely
l't|._|t, ||t"|-I11-i‘:n.'-tJr"|r.'_', t|ti_: t_'.ttt'5 iftegtttt -[it‘t_‘1|][t|ir‘|g nt_tT. |'-aemherger
went first en liap ltt with steering prehlems en his at-.ute Llnien;
the tt_illr;iwir'1g lap elaimed |'tant_"elin and 1.-en Hraer;l1tist'l1.
then n1ere drnpped eut hetween laps ta and 1?- The Bugatti
shared lie" "|.-'t."irr1i||t_=- a|r't-tji |"'-.l|_tet_|-ia|‘i was gt_1t1t_1 as 1.-trere the rest el-
the Mercedes team. Caracciela and Fagieli. Hans Stuck lasted
le-nger hut drepped eut en the F-End teur as did Eehender en
the fellnwing lap- Benn-ist was running at the finish hut was net
ciassified.

"the F-cuderia t-errari rt-.lfa lrtnmen team ef tifhirnn, Varai
and the partnership ef Trussi and tstell finished the race in that
erder. t'Itnce the P-.lfas had seiaetl centn 1| the race heeame rather
deeeid ef entertainmentsn the crewd made its ewn. greeting the
arrival nf ministers ef the Freheh ge-eernmerit with a stupendeus
cherus ni shrielts. hewls and whistling in respnnse te e:-rtra
tats-es titer,‘ had irnpesed. The litre er se rninutes hetere the ears
came are-end again were enlieened he ene gentleman dre-pping
a llarning cigarette lighter dewn the haci; el anether. the tire
hrigade rushing tn deal with the resultant cnmplicatien-"

The circuit centinued in use right up until the war. when.
fer reasens ef e-ccupatinn, it herame inactis--e, theugh the last
C-rand Pris had heen r|.|n there in l".T_i?. Fellewing the war the
cirr_.eit returned te aetien whilst ti-‘re-el-tlan-rls was letftte rnt, leased
te the l_-'nien Technic|ue de l’Fu.|tei'nt:thile du t'-rteterc'g.rcie et du
t_I-trcle |ft_tTF'.'t_I_t- en a leng term hasis- The hande-1.-er tee-it place
in Decemher tititts. The traclt. was renneateci ester the felinwing
twe pears. a centre-l tewer was sdeled. plus a 'l'lit".ltIl seater stand
and feeliing area. and parts ef the een ue were cnn eertecl fer use
as a s'ehit_le pres-'ing greund. whir_h has rnainle eccupied the
traclt tn the present daf.-.

There was a let mere racing te he enjesred. hewetrer. and tur
mane gears during the Paris teteter ti-hnw the II'feupr:s rlu Ftalen
was run. and anether rnaier e'-rent was the ltllttttltm de Paris.

autedreme de Linas-Meetlhéry

~l1tt"let:t:ttien
erase-sit:
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which ran en an irregular hasis frem littit-1 tn Etttht, latterly in
ahhresriated ie rm.

In mere recent -gears the [irand Pris de I’.-ttge tl"tIIlr - an
histeric festival celehrating the circuit"s past and recreating the
t{ttJ-t"tltm de Paris - was added te the calendar, In P-.pril Etllttt
the tstatienal Speed Cemmissien renewed the circuit"s permit te
allew racing until Etlttlhi. The perrnit will net he renewed again.

Cleer the gears mndificatiens has-e heen made te the traclt:
chicanes were added at the hase el the ftanlsing. and alse just
after the read ceurse reinirts the Piste rte ‘e'itesse_: linl-ts were huiit
h-etween the twe legs el the read ceurse at Deutt F'ents. Ceuar-Li.
[Tate Lapiae tnear IZ'ir_r|"tr:lar|'hel, and a rew cerner huiit after
Brut-reres. "i“irage Careline. a fast right-hard sweep that lnrtsasses

I5?



the ii-ist_'rtrr1t_".=. E-t_'t_'|it:||:|, r1.ar1|t_'el ft tr a ~_,'-nu ttg lads; witri ttlied lht_'rt_* ir|
1itt1t- These linl-ts ge-re numereus circuit la1,reuteptiens-

and new
r‘-. rt-rasenalt-ls' large crewd turned up fer the sees Grand Pris
de l'a.ge d't“IIr and was rewarded with huge grids full ef a wide
trariehr et histeric racing cars. The access read was jam med hacl-:
it-rite the tttain read nut HT Paris. tjlln-trat_lt .ttt_ti-a-rt was plentiful,
especiallf,-' aleng the start-ftinish straight, which, in its final ferm.
was 1.-er-,= wide indeed at ene end, and ultra-narruw at the ether,
The hettlenecl-; grid caused chaes at the start ef ene 44 car race.
with fi t_ ars ir1w|- 1.'t_~tjl ir1 a t1'|lt1l p-ile-Lip. In a l.-_t|tt_1r ra cea r||r|-r1|_trrn_1r|tal
duel teel-r. place hetween twe huge Br.=|'|tl-ej-'s- .'"~te-ene cared that
these were the twe si-uwest r_ars en the traclt and there seemed
|'ttt'w.rt rnuch tnnre than an inch hetween them; semetitnes their
were line astern. sernetimes alireast. Then. haltiwajr threugh the
race the hig Bentlees pee ed intu the pits antl pulled up line astern.
Beth drhrers leapt nut et their cars, the lead car talsen e'-rer its-' its
s|.:c.tt-ttttl rlris-er. Tr: t_*nsurI.: tt fair fight the t_‘lrit.rt.'r nf the set.-t:r‘|t_‘l car
ran areund it hetere jumping haclr. in- The t'we Bentless pulled
taut it-ti the pits .a|‘|r.':l rt_".s|.|r1‘|t_*-tjl their 'st_-tap. Tl"|rt1I.|jJ_lt|t:|.|[ the entire
race, including the es-'ents in the pits, the actien didn't ahate. It
was the last great rrtritrt-r racing l]at|lr_' the t_ irt_t_1it '.".-'e-|_| lel es-'t_'r st_~|_1-

Great hattles and great cars, there's nu deuht this was ene
eti the circuitfs greatest rlas-"s. Stirling Mess rlre-w.' denienstratien
mes. and titeee |"-.ttcI1'_§tt1~:rt:n's Pursche ittttt was raced against Lela
Tiitts and a hrutal Ce-reette in the lttttttlcm de Paris- Barltecues
and |'r-ministenct-s re-unded eff each rlatj-L

Cln the final It-it-t's' ef the meeting the last race was rL|n as
the sen was setting- This was net simpl'j- the end uf jest anether
Parisian weelcend, ner the end ef an era, hut the end nt a life.
This |.itt_uit [is-'t_'t'i,

15B

The "-rirage fjarnlint; hatjl a strange at|r1|1s|::-l'a_'re, sligl'|lli.'
emineus- ."-rtatjrltte it was the eppressiee presence ef an Firms-
cepet, er E-ilTt|Ill'§.r the deserted nature el the area. It was trerjr.
-rert; r|uiet, a hirdless grenre- Ba-clt up en the autedreme sectien
the final car races ran, and e'-rerjr new and then a liurst ef rather
she-::ldng nuise shattered the unnatural silence-

Tedae, the circuit is mest fr intact. Faded adt.-'erts adern the
pit and start areas, the pit t.u|.|r|‘-er remains e nt.hanged hut, again,
rL n dewn- The twe great lianl;'ngs are there hut stained with rust
frem the harri-ers at the tep; ir places repairs glee a patclwrerlt
quilt effect. Ctut nn the read ce-trse part uf the Biscern es leep has
l‘|t_~t_~r1 -nl‘1lit-|_"ratt_~|jl l:tn.' the cnns1r_ir_'tir|r1 it-1' a it-.arr.at_l-ts. the either leg
hlet:l~red eff hf,“ a large metal gate- The lterhing paint is frded and
|'|-"tiring. the red pigment has h-leached te pinlc. The traclt surface
is scarred lie crarl-rs and humps, and ts-"re walls has-e heceme
er-rergrewn with fle-wering weeds-

.-tt nutherune: the smal l stune hearing the name ufa dead racer,
is tut-'l~a-tr-l dewn in grass that is slewljr enrergrewing it. r‘-.leng the
edge ef the tra|..l-:, spat. ed apart almest t._!'I.-'t_‘l‘tl'j,-' as if he design, las-
menuments td the fallen. The drenein the hacl-tgreund istamiliar,
hut 1.-|.1r'5,-' distant, lil:t_' an irttt|_1t.'it_*r. art ir'trut':lt_~r in a |.i_:|:|‘|t_"ter1_,.-. ‘I.-“'t"t_~
stand hacl: and leelt and wender just hew this rider lest his liie;
t_e'l't-|_.| '.'=.-'£|r1t In lajr flrtwtjrs lf|';,-' the E.itI||tti_" — '.=.r|-r1|t_'htt-d'§.' slttiultjzl — i‘,'||.|t
few netice these little stenes he the side ef the traclt. We me-ire
en as, in the dstance, anether race starts. '.:iernething darlr lies
in the grass at T‘|-[!' side ef the traclt en the far side ahnut twenty
metres away. r‘-.-teth er ene

Linas is a ti rte capsule; a tragic retninder ef the past- It weuld
talse huge ineesfment fer racing tn return te the full ceurse as the
l1;it‘|l-cir‘|jI,t_ is -t_'ru|t‘|l]liitg, t,hurtlcs -nf t_||nt,ret|.: l‘|atri: fa-llert ;|t‘|t'l ituw
litter the underside. Lin as ne lenger has a meter racing circ uit; dees
a|‘|et1nt_*itt1l1t_"tt:wr1t,att_*t'Titt_n.-'slill ltaw: a ltart traclt. after all
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Fteims; one oi Europeii crossroatla. Millions hat-e passed through this iairlqr quiet French town, and aome oi them will
have clrit-en clown lhe H3-I toorarrla Paris. ¿n the road into the 'r.-'illae|e of Galena, across the iields off to the right, atancl

some large, stra.|1ge-loolting, abandoned structures: a htlge. crunthling granrlstantl watches the ex-ergaiay traiiic drone
pat-L an-El the pit cornpleit eraite in eairt ior loltg-gone racere. lhe place is atmospheric to the point oi eeriness.

In the ifrech lte1:t|hlic’s second city of E‘-rno there's a tower hloclt with "Ziranri Fria' spelled out hf; letters ¿ned atroee the
ioy-er. the “G” oi '£irantl' has iallen oil. leaving a etained wall tun] only memories oi greater tlays

it-'tar1f|r of the cars that raced here are no more, and the same 5-;c|re-.-_-; tor the men who drotre them.
The ruins near lteints and I?-rno are not the only ones: lzurope is littererl with ‘lost circuits’. This hoolt is ah-out these
lorgotten race tmclta. and is declicatecl to those who racecl on them, worltecl on them, itgase them their all. which, in

some cases, incllnled their lives.
."eta1r|1e in a coI_|ple of th oue-:tr|cl fr-ears archeologisls will he puzzling on-or the |::-|.|r|'.u:|-so of these abandoned ancl

forgotten circuits l‘t‘|ttlIl‘l as thee tlo toda'_ro1-er the great stone circles at Stonehenge anrl »'wehur}-'. These circuits must
he protected - many of them are under threat oi 'progret-s’ he bulldozer. We must try to protect and |.'Ireset"t'e I.l;IEh'I'!

heaotiiul remains oi a lost era
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