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Introduction ....................... . .
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If he d g en me space, there d have been
G|.|T ..

Motorsport can he dangerous. All fans of racing and rallying know that. Indeed, it's part of the

attraction, as without the spills there wouldn’t be so many thrills. Motorsport in all of its forms

is spectacular and we all love the screech of tyres, the sight of tyres smoking and a car sliding
sideways or even spinning, especially if this happens in the heat of battle. If we're being
honest, a driver losing control gets the adrenalin flowing like nothing else, but only as long as

the drivers concerned come out of it shaken but not stirred. This frisson of danger and the

anticipation as to when a dicing duo will change order or clash in so doing makes the

competition that we love all the more gladiatorial.

Thankfully, modern technology and an ongoing campaign for greater safety has led to a

massive reduction in injury and even death, enabling drivers to pop their belts alter a big

impact, clamber out of their wrecked machinery, salute the fans and walk away. Their

forerunners were not so fortunate, with scarcely a weekend passing in the 1950s and 1960s



without another driver “ buying the farm." lt’s not just the cars that are safer now, but the

circuits too, with gravel traps, debris fencing, walls and crash barriers keeping the cars and

drivers away from the scenery. No more do race tracks thread their way through forests with
nothing other than thin air separating the drivers from the trees.

The statistics of driver fatalities made incredibly grim reading several decades ago, so we

must all raise our hats to those who have campaigned so hard to develop roll cages that can

keep touring car or NASCAH drivers alike secure in their cocoon in a major collision. It has

always been a tougher job protecting single-seater drivers in the case of a major impact,
such is the exposure of their head and shoulders, but the use of the very strongest types of

carbonfibre for the construction of their monocooues has paid off as they can now withstand
impacts at speeds of up to 24i]mph, something of which their antecedents could only

have dreamed.

Consider too the way in which the drivers of today go out to compete. A driver of the 1950s
might have thought of them as spacemen. Indeed, the racer‘s uniform has changed out of all

recognition. Look back to the 1950s, and many single-seater drivers wore cloth hats rather

than helmets. Their cars pushed out 5U0bhp and could hit 18lJmph, but many Formula 1

drivers of the clay even went out to battle wearing a short-sleeved cotton shirt so that they

could keep cool when the races were long and summer was at its height. It was only when

the single-seaters of the day followed the route of fitting the engine behind the driver rather

than in front that cars started to be fitted with a roll hoop behind the driver’s head to offer

some form of protection should the car end up inverted. Furthermore, it wasn’t until the

||lTIllIIIlIT|=IIt=-?



middle of the following decade that all drivers accepted that wearing a safety harness might

be a good idea. Indeed, with fire a terrible spectre for all, something that killed just as many

as a severe impact, many preferred to be thrown clear in an impact than remain trapped on

board and risk being burned to death.

Staying firmly in place in the case of an accident, strapped securely into a tailor-made seat

wearing three-layer fireproof overalls that can withstand a full blaze for several minutes and a

neckbrace to prevent whiplash injuries is now the accepted way to remain safe. Flace and

rally fans the world over must be thankful that such advances have been made so that we can
watch the sport we love without the fear that the spectacular need end in tragedy.

Certainly, egos may be bruised, the drivers shaken and their budgets battered in an accident,
but what is important is that we can marvel at the thrills and spills yet all say “and they

walked away..." as the dust settles, the wrecked cars are cleared away and the racing

recommences.

This book is dedicated to those moments when a driver overestimates their own ability and

oversteps the mark, often with inevitable consequences, or is caught up in a moment caused
by someone else doing the same and collecting them. A momentary loss of concentration is

all it takes, .a- atlppety patch efetl on to notice or, perhaps, mechanical faliure.

indeed, some of the most spectacular accidents have happened when the car has cried
‘enough, its suspension sagged or its brakes failed, leaving the driver incapable of doing
anything but attempting to scrub off some speed by spinning the car or, if this isn’t



¿t

hill-

possible, taking their hands off the ste
arms across their chest to stop--them flapping around in the ensuing moment and then saying
their prayers.

wheel, their feet off the pedals and crossing their

" I,‘-IN‘.-II]:

Driver error happens.-at every level of the sportfrorn World Champions to novice racers and

from Grand Prur ct

funny and even

left the
"“'--.

a bumpy rrde

four decades in which we at Àtelr Àights

their root always sate il'l the

quotes from the drivers rhvdl/M

I‘

to NASCAFI oval to rally stage. As the level of racing category rises, so
the prmsre to and thus, as you expect, there's usually a variance in

there are also some extremely
back on momehts that

relieved

wetakea -some ofth
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Canadian GP, Montreal, June 1993: Picture
the scene. tt's your ¿rst full year of
Formula 1, you‘re driving for Benetton and
you’re tith on the grid. Gallingly, your
team-mate Giancarlo Fisichalla is fourth.
So it's obvious that you have even more
reason than normal to plant your throttle
foot and make up ground at the start. The
dash to the ¿rst comer is short, the track
narrowing into a tight left-hander that
feeds almost immediately into a long
right. To stand a chance of scoring points,
it's lmperatlveto pickoffafewoars inthe
¿rst few seconds. This is whatÀrleirander
Wurzwaalocrkingtodowhensomettring
happened ahead of him. tn F1, things
happen so fast that there's seldom time to
respondand, lnan lnsmntwurzwas
upside down bouncing across the gravel...
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What had happened was that Jacques villeneuve had locked up
and his Williams team-mate Heinz-Harald Frentzen had backed
off to avoid him. catching out Jean Alesi behind him. As shown in
photo i,Wurz had to take to the grass but still clipped Alesis
Sauber and got airborne. Fortune favoured Frentsen as Wurz just
missed him (photo 2). then slid across the track, starting to turn
over (31 as Alesi‘s damaged car followed him. with Jarno Trul|i‘s
Prost also running out of room as Eddie Irvine threads his Ferrari
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and started to roll {4} With wheels bouncing everywhere and
Damon Hill keeping out ot trouble in the background Trulli
inspects the underside of Wore s car l5} as it bounces past [E-i
The Italian then heaves a sigh of relief as the Benetton comes in
to land in front of him rather than on him l?i Finally with Alesi s
team mate Johnny Herbert also beached in the gravel having
heen pushed wide in the melee behind Wurz comes to a halt l8i
still calm despite rolling three times The Austrian then ran back to

through behind. Un hitting the gravel bed, il'ilurz‘s Benetton dug in the pits and took the spare car for the restart
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Brazilian GP, lnterlagos, April 2003: Being in the driving seat suggests being in control.
But we all know that this lsn’t always the case, as displayed here by Jordan racer Fialph
Finnan who proves I:l1at it's possible to be in tl1e driving seat yet still be a passenger...
This scary incident occurred when rain hit Brazil's annual bonanza and caused chaos.
Unlike reigning World Champion Michael Sehumaeher and several others, Haiph didn't
lose control through the river of vvater running across the track a¿er the Senna S. No, he
lost it on the startf¿nish straight. As you can see in this sequence oi photos, though, it
was absolutely not his fault. It wouid have been hard enough seeing through the spray
kicked up by Olivier Panis and his own team-mate Gianoarlo Hsichella, but to then ¿nd
your view blocked by a wheel, one of your wheels, would have added somewhat to the
situation. Pitching the car into a slide was the best solution to slowing his yellow rocket
down, but avoiding an unsighted Panis was obviously not in question. Still, it could have
been worse: he could have taken out his team-mate, that same team-mate who went on
to win the race... New you understand why succm in motor racing is a bit of a lottery.
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Canadian GP, Montreal, June 1993: Staying calm after an accident
is crucial, with the ability to steady your nerves and concentrate
on the race ahead truly imperative. So, just halt an hour alter
Alexander Wurz's race-stopping rolls on pages 12-15, it was time
to do it all over again. Amazingly, lightning does strike twice, as
Jame Trulli and Jean Alesi experienced, both ¿nding themselves
removed from the running by the ¿rst comer. This time, Flatt
Schumacher triggered the incident, his Jordan getting out oi line
and then spinning, bunching up those behind as they to-ok evasive
action. When the dust settled, Trul|i's Frost was found sitting
across the nose of Alesi's Sauber, its left rear wheel very close to
the French driver's head. He was less than amused.
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Belgian GP, Spa-Francorchamps, August 1996: Even the best can get it wrong occasionally. Michael Schumac
had arrived at Ferrari as a double World Champion, but the chassis was not the best. In trying to make up for
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shortcomings, the German genius overstepped the mark in Friday practice, having his F31 ii snap away from him
at the Fagnes left-hander. The tyre wall in front of the crash barrier absorbed some of the impact, but
Schumachar still tore a muscle in his right leg on impact. Not that it stopped him from winning on the Sunday I-I-I
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Australian GP, Melbourne, March 2002: Every Grand Print driver dreams of getting their campaign oft
to a Àying start, hut Flali Schumacher took this more literally than most in the ¿rst race of the 2002
World Championship. Apart from winning, the most important thing for a driver is to heat his team-
mate and this Ralf had done, lining his Williams up third on the grid, with Juan Pablo lvlontoya's a
second slower, hack in sixth. So far so good. But then came the start of the race. This was likely to
be the best chance to pass the two Ferrarls lining up ahead of him. Half was going to use Hi he
horsepower available from his BMW engine and try to thread his vvay past the two red ears in tront
of him. Yet, as the title of this book suggests, things didn't go quite according to plan as Hall‘ Hid
rival Huoens Barnchello came together for a truly hair-raising moment that guaranteed that the
opening race of the season was given even more television airtime than normal and photographs el
its wildest moment guaranteed more newsprint than normal. And, oh yes, they malty did vvalk away.
Han, actually, in the preconditioned way that drivers have when they think that they might be aisle to
take the team's spare car for the restart...
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When is a swerve not a swerve? Observe hovv Rubens Berriohelio
leads away (1) with Michael Schumacher heading to the right of
thephete.HelfScl1umachermalreaamnuptl1emiddle(3)tnen
Barricheliospomhim(il).l-lestartstotiaadhimo'if(5l,btrlaaI1e
rnovestohisIefthetalresthetracltÀ1atFlalftvanted.Tlieyclwi
and the Williams is sent elrywards (6). Emphaeielng his greater
pace,Flalltaltesdlitl1eFen'arl'erearvringandkeepsonrising(7).
ButwliatgoesupmostcomedownandlialfslamsdovmontoÀie
gram(1li]andthenintetliegr"avel,luoi<ytoemergeur|seatl1ed.
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Austrian GP, the A1 —Fling, May 2002: There are accidents and there are accidents. This one was so violent
in its impact that it left even the most hard-nosed oi onlookers deeply shocked. Yet, so strong are the
Formula 1 cars of the 21 st century that Takuma Sato, the driver of the exploding Jordan shown here, was
talking oi being ¿t and ready for the very next race a fortnight later. Had this shunt happened even as
recentiy as the rsros, he would not have lived... As it was, the cockpit of his Jordan was shattered but it
had absorbed sufficient energy that the Japanese driver escaped with no more than bruising. Bruising
almost fmm top to toe, admittedly. No shunt for years has exemplified the strength of an Ft car so well.

Sato was taken out by the spinning Sauber of Illicit Heidteld. He'd been negotiating Tum 2
- the uphill right-hander at the top of the hill - when Hetdleld lost control under braking
on the entry to the comer and slammed gearbox ¿rst into the Jordan as it exited the tum.
When the dust settled, Sato could see the ground thmtm lite-remains of his cocltplt and
his legs were trapped, but he'd just survived one of the smashes ill F1 history.
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Monaco GP. Monaco, May 1984: Fresh out of Formula 3 and aware that the best place to impress would be on
the streets of Monaco. Martin Bmndle made an impact in his Tyrrell. Trouble was. it was the wrong sort of
impact. It didn't half bring him to the attention of the world’s media,though, even if the TV cameraman in the
background was so busy watching the accident unfold that he forgot to point his camera at it... The spectacular
upending came in the closing moments of qualityin at Tabac. the fast left-hander on the harbourhtlnt before
Piscine. Martin entered the corner just a traction too last, but the impact with the barriers still ripped the wheels
off the left side of his car before he slid along the track. hearing the rasp of metal on tarmac. You can be sure
that when he clambered out and removed his helmet that he would have had to endure ribald comments from
those aboard the yachts in the harbour on how they could have done better... The photographers separated from
the accident by the thickness of the crash barrier probably took rather longer to regain the power of speech.
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German GP, Hockenheim, July 1994: Fire was all too
commonplace in the 1950s and 1960s. World Champion Niki
Lauda nearly perished in it in 1976, but it had become mercifully
rare after that, which is why motorsport fans were rocked on their
heeis when this inÀagration engulfed the Benetton pitcrew in
1994. what triggered it was a faulty valve in one of the team's
refuelling nozzles when its number two driver Jos Verstappen
dropped in for a tank full of fuel and four new tyres. A drop of fuel
hit his car's hot engine and ignited, instantly enveloping those
around in a ball of flame. Quick work with extinguishers by the
attendant mechanics on ¿re watch duty brought the situa¿on
under control, but not before two mechanics‘ overalls had caught
¿re. Verstappen simply closed his visor, found his belt buckle,
popped it and, amid a ball of Àame, clambored out. Unsurprisingly,
there were calls for refuelling to be banned, but some said that
this was just a case of people getting a little hot under the collar,
albeit nothing like as hot as this mechanic...
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Dutch GP, Zandvoort, July 1982: Nestiing in the sand dunes on Holiand’s North Sea coast,
the Zandvoort circuit is little more than a stone's throw from the beach. And this is where
Fienaulfs Rene Fuhouit appeared to he heading when he went straight on at the Tarzan
corner. What this photo sequence of him slamming into, then up and over the tyre wall
before coming to rest on top of it and the crash barrier that it was protecting shows, is
that his offside front wheel had parted company with the car just when he needed it most
as he braked for the 130-degree right-hander at the end of the unusually long startifinish
straight “When the wheel came off, I had no steering and no brakes... ljust waited for
the impact," explained Rene. Despite having started from pole position, Rene had fallen to
fourth place a few laps before the accident and recalled later that he had felt a vibration
for several laps but had assumed that it was tyre wear. So, when people say that some
drivers have mechanical sympathy, please be aware that this doesn't mean that all do...
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Formula 1 testing, Valencia, May 2ooo; Accidents will happen, but
nothing rlles a driver more than being involved in a big one if he
feois that it was either unnecw or, worse slill, caused by
someone else or, worst of all, This is one such and it
occurred not in a race but in testing, making the contact between
the two cars all the harder to understand. lt’s not as though they
would have been racing for position. Still, Fisichella slammed his
Benetton into Tn.|lll‘s Jordan at the Turn 11 hairpin, taking off its
rear wing w he somersaulted ciean over the top before landing
om ¿rst in a gravel trap and bouncing over once more and
coming to rest, fortunately, the right way up. “It was really crazy,“
exclaimed Trulli. “He made a really big mistake. I was on my
installation lap and l mw a oar coming up behind me and moved
overto|etitby.Tl1enlmwitgosldeways,hitmointl1eback and
Àyoverthetopofme.ldidn‘tknowwhoitwas.'Toaddl|1sulttn
injumthiswastheirseoondclmhinfourdays,iheltrstoomlngIn l ___
the EuropeanGP.ltwasolearIytinteftl'1t|eaeonn1patl'lotetoeIt
down and clear the air before _

-I
1|-

to



_1_ __

HW

|_|II _ILqH l‘___

___

_-___

P

X

_\

r_

'_ I

'_

1L_____pl_Pi____

X

E‘H

\
-1‘___

X



 |IlllPi _ ||  ||l||_ill

llI

1

IIr_

___

I____

I

1*

I

I

1

I

I‘W*_‘_

__________
I___1I~_q___ _H__Q_in__I___ _____________|_

IPH‘___ 

Ila__"___;iGI:_1

________u______i|_

___IILI__L_____

II_____I_
_‘_____L__L___|___

_h__ I__

__

_ ______
_

__Mi‘P
__ __l__u_%HI_j

[___I_

_
____gmV F

fQ_

¥-_ _

‘iw

___________l__

R__À

_IFI___

1Irl

__‘____ L_"________r

MyEg

______I
I___

‘___

___

-‘

____ ____I

_':W__l_t I¿mpwhmfW_1 _rM___HFr_____‘8

H'______ l_IF___

_+I
_.E_J‘#1_______’H

__,_____1_I_*_{_____1

I____IiI

_____._l___

K&___ E_______+__?_____ _____._________ __l__

___i__M_____‘____H___*r__%_____

‘____—____ ____ I____if_E__J___

_¿_.__\_______!_ _‘_______ l____*_‘_F___-____

___

.______-___M__

___J_9_ _ In_"

-ll‘_____‘_-___,-1_______
___ I-EI_Ii

I_I ‘___?F__

_ ____|_J_-___‘l-qI _l_||'l_t_____-_TI

J\HJ.__ _ __NH_t_ F

_4'In_-___j_m____%mH1_F___1_________

___%@L____\_— ____________

___$____ ___’____ __a__

_______

\ I M1‘E_-

___1

____

__U___r__TN____ _____

I *_qr________'_I5

___ _______
___

I__-

__A__“.|P___m
___h_F_h

______:k_*__n_L________$V__g_._



¿t-I

ti
ll JE __

1| Jr'-
'1

-_.--"""-'-.-I

F 

JI-

W'-

It

3'1

3!?-

e‘t=\

"tr

:5"

-'ll'*.'li"-a

if

lin._-Ii

H3:-Fl5IlIl|El.l.ll 1- Iii-FlSl'J|tEL|.l

j
-“--""'h-

Itlei

E
1-|,__-À"'

nta¿¿lÀll r mo-H5lI1l[l.l.l

|||';I-ll

jr-‘F'_‘-' '
all-1-.

-I-I_I-ulu-:II-II

ll
‘It

"Ir!"

-
|- I

1.
vi?

_"I+i' -l

III- -'IlI -I

I-Il'IiH'ir.'|II Niki.‘-qr

-"

2 _ It '1-

Ir-n"'!rlr';-ir cnlniuvtt -I

 _

s I111-H5IIlE1.|.l 1- l‘IbFlSElE|.l.l

li¿lta-3?



n-o -"‘ SS
F ‘Fl -FII 1F, \-I

‘I-II -'_

-It — "'

' \-

'|

HI" ‘I-

._.---:=:.:.:.s-:~ =ee.:u_=!-*--:.=-ws|nI|i
?

"1-1

-_.
-,..,,_.I-_

38::-EHlFTEli'|

,1-|I"_*_:'_""“'II-villi:--,1-_-;'.;.:|. -I. -

=71. l“i‘

‘I-I r-_
._§.'|.I

-

‘L.-"._
i

|IdL‘ -s
"'-"*1.

-*

1-"I"
J“. -'-"*:""~I-r".- "-i-1.-""""h"l

. __|.Q. I - Ii

' ' __y.;*"'

,.+, _; J r 

. -H .' :~:.-:i.?= 1.‘.-:-r--3 -.
‘ill: .| I Ill-

H "Io:-"'*""'

 —

British GP, Silverstone, July 1973: This is one of the most famous crashes in F1 history, in
which a keen rookie tried to impress and did quite the opposite. The driver in question is
Jody Scheckter, driving a third McLaren. The result was the race being stopped after his
spin out at Woodcote led to mayhem, taking out eight cars. Team-mate Denny “The Bear"
Hulme summed it up best: “Baby Bear [Jody] didn't need any help to spill his porridge.
From where I was sitting - about two lengths behind him at t35mph through Woodcote —
it looked as though there was going to be porridge and broken chairs all over the place."
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“The ¿rst thing that | sa
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Formula 1 testing, Silverstone, April 2000: Some drivers have all the luck while others
seem to be tripped up throughout their career. Braziiis Fiicardo Zonta, while talented
enough to win the Formula 3000 title, falls into the latter camp. He‘d endured two huge
accidents when racing for BAH in the teamis first season in 1999, but they were dwarfed
by what he experienced when testing in 2000. Hammering down the Hangar Straight
towards Stowe at t90mph, he hit a problem : his suspension broke, and his car snapped
into a spin. It bounced over the gravel trap, hit the tyre wall side on and then cleared the
barriers and, worryingly, the debris fencing too. But, once again, he walked away...
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German GP, Hockenheim, July 2000: Even the very best get it sweeping past. Running C|l.'lWIl to the ¿rst corner, hoping at least to -
wrong tram time to time, as Michaei Schumacher demonstrated in slot into 1:hlrd place, Michael’s Ferrari ran out towards the outside
his home race. Still gunning for his ¿rst driver title with Ferrari and edge of the circuit, leaving Giancarlo Fisicheila nowhere to go in
with MoLaren’s David Coutthard and Mika Hakkinen right with him his Benetton. He locked up but they clashed and, for once, took
on points, he was anxious to bounce back alter two straight out only themselves as they bounced through the gravel trap into
retirernents. But this was not the way to do it... His first mistake the barriers. Fearing that Michael had lost his bearings, a helpful
was to make a bad start, but this was made worse by I-lakkinen marshal offers the fallen hero directions back to the pits.
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, _ '3'” German er, Hockenheim, July 2o01: Spectators who enjoyed the thrills and spills of the
1 I ¿rst corner of the 2000 German GP would have made sure they had seats in the

grandstands overlooking this stretch of track for 2001 . and they would not have been
disappointed, for this was considerably more impressive. Michael Schumacher was
involved again, but it was Prost driver Luciano Burti who caught everybodys attention.
And howl When the lights went out to get the race underway, Michael's home race curse
struck again as gearchange gremlins hit his Fenari. Sitting stationary at the head of a
charging pack is never a good place to be... And his luck ran out when Luciano slammed
into his rear. Frost then rocketed skywards before landing tail ¿rst almost on top of
Enrique Bemoldi's Arrows and then barrel rolling along the track into the gravel trap. The
pair walked back towards the pits, but then Michael noticed that the race was being

- -- stopped and, realising that this meant that he could take the spare ear, immediately
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started sprinting back to his pit. A World Champion, you see, always has his eyes open.
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Argentinian GP. Buenos hires. April 1996: Some races run without missing a beat. but also
without producing a single moment of drama- Others seem to throw action at you from
every angle.This was one of them. Luca Badoer clipped Pedro Diniz's Ligier with his Forli
and went a—rnl|ing. Unfortunately for the Italian. it came to a hall upside down. leaving
him to remember not to simply pop his belts to get out, as that would have led to him
falling downwards onto his head. You may laugh. but this has happened more times than
is funny as drivers race to getaway from their inverted wrecks. Then. five laps later, Diniz
roared back on track after a pitstop. only for his filler nozzle not to have closed, allowing
petrol to slosh out when he braked for the ¿rst time and ignite on the hot engine. It made
for quite a fireball and gave the Brazilian a chance to show just how quickly he could
evacuate his car... A few laps later, Tarso Marques kept the action coming thick and fast
when he slammed his lviinardi into Martin Brundles Jordan. taking both out.
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Portuguese GP, Estorii, September 1939: Fiooerto Moreno
was one of those drivers for whom the breaks never
earned Driving for Coloni wasn’t seen as a way forward.
Indeed, Roberto found great difficulty going fonnard as

this sequenoe shows. He was Àat-out in qualÀying when he oarne
aoross Eddie Cheever‘s Arrows at Tum 3 and then his rodeo ride
began. He was fortunate not to roll, but stili hit the barriers hard.
The penalty, though was mental anguish rather than ohysioai pain.
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Mexican GP, Mel-tioo City, June 1991: A
little bravery can go a long way, but a lot
can get you into trouble as reigning Wood
Champion Ayrton Senna found out when
he attempted to take the oirouit‘s toughest
comer, Peraltada, in sixth gear. To make
matters worse, just as he moved his hand
to the gear lever to ohange up from ¿fth
the ear hit one of the many bumps and
snapped away from him, whipping into a
130 degree spin before hitting the tyre
wall and flipping over. And to think that
this happened just a few days after he
was hit on the head by a jet sId...His stars
were clearly very muoh out of alignment.
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French GP, Paul Ricard, July 1989: Motor racing can be bright, so did every other driver out there. “i aimed for a gap," he would
colourful, loud and spectacular. Thars what it says on the tin, and say later, “ but suddenly there was Manseli right in front, Berger to
that’s what it detivered here. This vibrant accident had the lot, the left and Boutsen to the right. As the gap closed, I braked a
with star perlonner Mauricio Gugelmin scoring big for artistic little harder, locked my front wheels and that was it..." The next
merit. Alain Frost went on to win the race but, afterwards, few thing that anyone knew, there was an explosion of car parts, with
could talk about anything other than this first comer accident. It Gugelmin‘s March silhouetted against the sky after using Nigel
was really, rather special. Gugeimin had started from 10th place Manseli's Ferrari as a launch pad. The Brazilians March was
and had clear ambitions to make up places at the start. But then junked but Gugelmin simply took the restart in the spare...
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Brazilian GP, lnterlagoe, April 2003: Many describe an F1 monocoque as a survival cell
and this has seldom men more obvious than when Mark Webber rattled his Jaguar off
the watts enclosing the track to bring this race to an early ¿nish. Basheo and battered
from the impacts, he came to a halt sitting in e cockpit from which all four wheels and
suspension had been ripped. Oh, and nose cone, hose wings, barge boards, tuming vanes
and much more besides. There was so much debris littering the track that the organisers
had no choice but to send out the safety car for a record fifth time, but when Femando
Alonso failed to observe the yellow Àags and arrived at the crash scene at 1B0mph, only
to hit it and slam his Renault into the wall, there was no choice but to call a halt to
proceedings... Webber and Alonso weren't alone in leaving red-faced as Juan Pablo
Montoya, Michael Schumacher, Jonson Button and Jos lrerstappen went off at Tum 3. The
FIA was red-faced too, as it got confused with its own n.rles on countback and awarded
victory to Kimi Haild-ronen, only to have to give it to Giancario Frsichelia at a later date.
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Jame Trulli manages to do what his
Renault team-mate Fernando lilo-Ilse
lalledtodoanrlplciralriswaypaettlve
dolrtls strewn across the track at the
beginning of the startflinlsh straight by
Mark lhlehber‘s accident
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European EH the Nurburgring, September 1999: inverting a modem racing oar is always
going to come as a surprise to the driver, but they can usually rely on their head and
shoulders being protected by the roll hoop, especially in a modem day F1 car. But not
always, as Pedm Diniz discovered when Alexander Wurz pitched his Sauber into a mil and
found die ground to be closer to his helmet dran it should have been as the roll hoop
sheared when the car slid over a kerb. Luckily, Sauber had long championed high cockpit
sides and these kept him from ending up rather shorter than he‘d been at the outset
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Monaco GP, Monaco, May 1930: The first comer at any Grand Pris: is where most accidents happen and
especially at Monaco. Hot only is it incredibly tight, but the rest of the circuit is so narrow that it's all but
impossible to overtake anywhere else, making the pressure to pass here even greater than usual. Ste Devote is
where the drivers hold their breath and brake as late as they dare. Trouble is, some like Derek Elaly leave it that
liltte bit too late. This photo shows his Tyrrell taking a rather dilterent line to everyone else. He'd hit Bmno
l3iacomelli’s Alta Romeo, clipped Alain Prost’s NlcLaren and come back clown on top of Jean-Pierre Jarier. Yes, he
took out his tearn-mate... Daly said: “l remember that afterwards Jean-Pierre was saying to Bruno ‘you hit me‘.
Bruno said that he hadn't and Alain hadn't a clue what was going on. Then Jean-Marie Balestre waded in and
told everyone that I was responsible." Then, after a short walk back to the pits, Derek not only made his excuses
to team owner Ken Tyrrell but also apologised to his mechanics whose work load he’d just increased, big time-..
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British GP, Brands Hatch, July 1976: Ft
fans have long missed the thrills provided
by Brands Hatch, with its bowl-like terrain
affording great viewing. Best of its corners
was Paddock Hill Bend and it was here
that the race burst into life on its opening
lap. Niki Lauda led away from pole and
Ferrari was delighted as team-mate Clay
Ftegazsoni demoted Lauda's chiei rival
James Hunt to third. But Hegazzonl
clipped Lauda and started to spin. Hunt
had nowhere to go and his McLaren
bounced o¿ Begazrcni onto two wlteets
before slamming back to earth, scattering
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lfltlÀÀ behind. The race was stopped, but
utrh-enllhÀlÀtti-tcleatthatitvvould be ' "* ‘I
restarted without Hunt the crowd went
wlld and refused to shut up until he was \il
readmitted. He went on to win but the
sport's goveming body
him and gave the race win to-Lauda.
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gwe ydu a clue: despite having ail teur wheele an the deer-1, ire nut LlEil"l'liJ|"l HI||'5 witliarne
en the iett. Ne. it’e Eddie Irvine's Jerdan en the right. He'd spun at the eireuit's new
ehieane and iett Damon with newhere ta ge as he arrived in maximum attack mede en a
qualifying tap. “What can you de?" asked Daraen phiieeephieally. "Eddie lest eentrei. He
didn*t dd it deliherateijir. I euuld see him cdming back aereee the track. hut there wae
nowhere te ge. It wae the first time that We been upside dawn in a racing ear. It may
have leaked pretty tarne an televieien, but there'e etiil 5U0kg ef raeing car en tnp et1rnu...*

E0 BHAPTEH1
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Spanish GP.Jaran1a. April ‘l9?D: The mere thought of ¿re still makes drivers of the 1950s
and 1960s break into a eeld sweat. This charred aftermath shows that ¿re was still a
threat in the 19?ds. lndeed.it teek a great deal of bravery from a spectating soldier to pull
Jaeky leltx from the wreekage of his flaming Fenarl. He and Jackie dliver had been
¿ghting ever ¿tth plaee en the opening lap when the BHIlll’s brakes failed and Oliver tried
to aim his ear elf the eireuit past Islet but slammed amidships inte the Ferrari. Fuel tanks
still erupted in these days and this happened in a Àash. leler's overalls were ablaze as he
struggled to release a bent belt buckle to free himself, and was pulled clear to be doused
by the marshals. Treuble was, he was left in his fuel-soaked overalls and suffered seeend
degree bums all ever. Worse still, the marshals allowed his buming ear roll bank aeress
the traek, leaving a wall of buming fuel in its wake. Still, at least lelet walked away...
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NASCAH Winston Cup, Chlcageland. July 2003: Terry Labonte found himself a little warmer than he'd have liked
when an accident unfolded in front of him and, in the flash of an eye, he was part of it. Casey Nlears and Johnny
Benson had collided and Benson's car bouneed right into the path of Labonte‘s Joe Gibbs Racing Chevrolet
llilente Carlo. Labente hit him and spun up the banking. Straight into the wall. Md it was this impact that ripped
the rear off his ear and crushed the fuet cell, leading to this eh so spectacular Àame—eut. It was ime to get out of
titers, but ¿rst Labonte had to wait for his blazing wreck to come to a halt, praying that no one would hit him.
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Labente's Chevrolet kept on sliding along the wall, a terrible
screeching of metal on concrete ¿lling his ears as the acrid smell of
buming ¿lled his nostrils. Then, once the car had drifted down to the
grassy in¿eld, Labonte started to evacuate, popping his belt and
posting himself out of the window as fast as he could as the infemo
raged away at the rear of the car. The ¿re tender was soon on the
scene to douse both driver and car. "It looked worse than it was," he

-I

told reporters. “I smell like a barbecue, but other than that l feel fine.“
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NASBAH Winston Cup. [laytona 500. February 2003: No racing series has as many high-
speed or multi-car smashes as l'~lASt3AH‘s premier stock car racing formula. This ezample
from 2003 is typical of what happens when you fill a banked oval with more than 40
hard-charging heavyweight cars running in close company. Une steals the air off the nose
of the car behind and this is what happens. Mayhem hardly covers it as war breaks out
and everyone behind has to act. quickly... The conundrum is whether to try to avoid a
spinning car or to aim at where it is now, on the basis that it ought to have moved
elsewhere in the fraction of a second before you reach it. 0n the other hand...

This squeeze with Ward Button and lten Schrader. subsequent wall slarn, slide down the
banking into the infield and aerial bouncing sequence is what befell Hyah Newman in
l'~lASCAH‘s big one: the Daytena 500. But then his battered Penske Hacing Dodge Intrepid
dug in when it reached the grass infield and was pitched into a spectacular series of rolls
that went oh and on and oh. It realty wasn‘t the ideal way to launch his 2003 campaign.
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So, there he was giving his car a rattling ride across the grass of

as a seats hlgh in the massive grandstands

hard hit...” ltvrnÀmwl

the infield when Ryan Newman thought that he'd offer keen
model makers a chance to take a look at the underside of his car,
to help them with their detailing. “Aah, so that’s how the errhaust
pipe is ducted," they rnust have been thinking as they trained
their binoculars on the flipping Dodge from the safety of their



IEI 1 :Ir"'I Q

“ll%_..t’t.___J'?' %Q_J‘I;,_.
I T T‘-_A...._F

_ | !'l- _.- .

ii.-I

.1’.ht-I’.

i 1;‘? '
‘Fl irtt¿

l'*-I,_'jF"|-

J
I ._

' IITII

1 -I-
1 .1 —

£_5_____j
3;Y:

_.III-"""

I
" Ir

il-_ I IFE,,rL‘t\h-‘:3!

E55

_'-I-I.

--e'~1"F"-t
F

_-

-:‘\---rI
- H-In

H--i

"'1; _.-,-. -—' '

ll-

_ __ '1'-__—i

"""'- t~ -=-y-- 1'. -I"-I'-1|
_|__q.|:1.-

-1-J-¥| I-' --

"\- .|l'L -....--.-*1‘- -Pr‘ "'---
w-- ___.‘ -|— w

:,_- _ ,|__ Ir __ _ ,|,.-|,.|-'1-I-_ |;_"l-I-I-ir ___H.__ _ ‘I-

‘I.‘I ..-5-"r
I-'_""

‘F F -ii: -r --‘-_ _ fr 1 .|I:¥'# ‘E I‘

_ -I-I--I-ii‘-iH-rl|:'-.""" ,_ ,_L F *.-*2'..tI;- " “= T§;‘¿l'.-rr-else



1‘ .,.

H-j.'|J

-IIir_.l"
|'-I.-.-.-I

‘___ _ ‘\-‘K '

. qr I‘?

" ‘I -'-‘J
ll Z-. -:-i-,i-I-\_ J:-I F |-\ I _ - _ . Id" .-I L‘ ‘I 1*‘! '

'1 II‘. I - I. Ht J-I . _- ,. .' *-—.1.T"w€‘-.'.-":'-_I-- -- -*-"' 9"“ - -- I
I J-I _' " ' I _ _ -‘I . -

- ___ J

/'

-I
'-I-|I_‘?'J'-‘:1’-

% --_""-.'-III.-

- *1

'\‘|I,_\_\-tL ‘Ii:. II:

._|_,-I-

I I‘ "

K*1-
“""'--.

I '_ .

-1*,‘

..=r '-" ‘F-‘==“*
F’!--.

_£=~
"-1-r--.1.-“ " "" I--l'-I _," I"

IL'4. . '—iI ' 1. I I.I. ll III _. - I. -5--II I

_ r - ' - "I - II-À.'I_
|- . I - ll . -P 1.-.1...
_-I-in ' In ’ 

__ _
_.I-. _ ‘I T“ I

'|'III .l'

-"--I1. -'T"""'." ' ' ' . "
-I I - _ II ‘Z

IF -I -I I-:_ “Ir -Ii _ -I F _.-

Il.-II.I ~{_|_..L
.:'Ir—-‘II l_ -À-I'_:l--

l\ .1.1, H-

‘FL_ __._-11“

.I 1-1.11!
I-

r
Q

|' . I ‘I _. - . '
. - -_ —+ . _-".I._-i'-'- __.--'_""__ . = 1--_ _

_| .-'". |__. __ ‘Ii

' -'l||' .'-'—-‘Iii__1-

Fl’

I

-.:-r
 }.L 1

--F '-I-1'.-_'“‘; ‘___

-G"-* ‘I

_.--I:

‘in; ~11" .
-I

I-~

,,I

11""

"—IIl-ll-In-'

_.- I
-|.-. .

--I. .-

1|-_

I-fl .-
W» *. ‘P .i""- Ii _,| 1. "

I.

1'

4.-I'll
#-

..._ 1511:‘;

- I

Ir ‘I-I-nl-.

""":pIII-I

v%L'___-
'I I



I-‘fl CHAPTER I

‘=5.

J-

“I-!I—I-
-i

-__I- I-

—i ‘III-_-1-.

H

.,___‘

-|III—"‘h'

‘I I|__

_—'

L-it; À
T-Iii

L
is

'_

NASCAH Busoh Series, Bristol, August 2001: Larry Foyt slides
sideways up by the wall, alter a oollision with Michael Waltrip as
Kevin Lepage thanks his lucky stars that he was running lower
down the narrow Bristol honking, emphasising how it oan he a
something of a lottery oornpeting on short ovals.
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NASCAR Winston Cup. Kansas Speedway. October 2003: The
raoe wae 400 milee long. but not everybody managed to 1
keep their oare oft the wall for all of that time. with Elliott
Sadler having a wretohed time ae hie Chevrolet rattled along
the oonorete and then oaught fire. Finding that he was unable
to get out of the oar unaided. it‘e not aurprieing that he was
feeling the worse tor wear when he was helped out of the oar
by the eatety orew. Sadler oalled tor oars to oe titled with roof
hatohee to make it easier to get out after an acoident.

“I couldn't get out of the car like I
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NASCAH Bueeh Grand Netienel, [lever lnternetienel Speedway,
September 2000: Fire at the heck, fire at the frent then then fire
et the beck again. Mike Skinner‘e Chevrelet Monte Berle Ieevee e
treil ni burning fuel es he gyretee dewn eh‘ the banking te the
epren. seeking e eleee out nt herme way where he can park up
near e fire tender and get the heek nut ef there. And feet...
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NASCAH Wtnston Cup, Atlanta Motor Speedwayr, ltilareh 2001:
Jerry Nadeau spins as Buckshot Jones (44) holds his I:|reath and
squeezes by in his Petty Enterprises Dodge intrepid. However,
while spinning is one thing, ¿nishing is quite another and
although there's e saying that “spinners aren‘t winners“, they oan
be ¿nishers and Nedeau somehow kept his Hendrick Motoreports
Chevrolet Monte Carlo o¿‘ the well during this spin to motor on
and avoid ell further mishaps to ¿nish the race in third plane.

ile spihni i§o _ thing,
¿nishing is quite another, alrs  ere is

ll¿ÀlllsÀi



NASCAH Winston Cup, Daytone 500, February 2003: Je¿ Green was delighted when he
quali¿ed on pole. But he wasn't smiling any more when he modi¿ed the tail of his
Chevrolet against the wall at Tum 4 after a clash with Jimmy Spencer. Note the pair of
roof flaps that are ¿tted to rise and help to slow the ear if it’s running backwards.
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NASCAH Winston Cup, Talladega Superspeedwav, April 2000: This is the fastest track on
the calendar, so thev didn’t name this race the 0ieHard 500 for nothing and all the big
guns are involved in this smokv mi:-i~up. There‘s Michaei Waltrip (T) on the left of frame
facing backwards and Fiobbv Gordon spinning down the banking as Robert Presslev (T?)
and Stacv Compton (9) tlesperatelv trv to stav low on the track to keep out of the wav. All
told, fullv 16 of the 43-car field became involved, perhaps eitplaining how Jeff Gordon
was able to start 36th vet come through to win. The incident came three laps after the
field was released following a caution, which eiiplains why the cars were running in such
close order and couldn't all avoid each other when Jeremy Mayfield triggered this chain
reaction bv bumping Scott Pruett who hit Flobbv Gordon before the others joined in.



more spectacular than a fire mks display
NASCAH Winston Cup. Richmond International Speedway, September 2000: Some drivers reallv do love to be
centre stage. Not content with his bit part in the massed crash on the opposite page, Michael Waltrip is at it
again. This time it's a spectacular solo display, in which his Chevrolet Monte Carlo left the race in a shower of
sparks that were more spectacular than a fireworks displav but less enjovable. Well. to him... Fittinglv, the race
was named The Chevrolet Monte Carlo 400. Just think what might have happened had he been driving a Pontiac
earlier in the vear when the race at Richmond three-quarter mile oval was named The Pontiac Ei-icitement 400!
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Wcrld Rally Championship, Rally Deutsohland, July 2003: Hacing drivers face risks at
every tum, but they're nothing compared to those negotiated by rally drivers as they "give
it death“ on stages rather than on sanltised racing circuits. There are seldom barriers to
ccntain their cars once they‘re on an unplanned trajectory. Indeed, they‘re just as likely to
bend metal against a rock outcrop, a fence post or a tree, or even “get air” over the edge
of a preciptce. Danger lurks around every comer and it's up to the co-driver to call the
pace notes accurately, and 1:l1en uptothe driverto decide just how herd he wants to
attack. But still the rally drivers give it their all. Take this roll by Roman ltresta. He‘s
clearly going for it just a little too much into this right-hander, especially as this wasn't in
the event proper, just the shakedovvn. Some shakedown... The Peugeot privateer was
limbering up to give it his best shot in the rally in the hope of impressing the works
teams. As it happens, he dtdn’t let this inversion atfect him and was quickly “hack on the
horse" once the rally got underway and showing an equal amount of commitment but a
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H 'lite mangled Ford came to rest back on rts

asitb instinct: he gunned the throttle”

Over the years. World Champion lvlcFtae eliminated most oi the causes of accidents that
iittered his early career, bot not all of them... Take this Focus-bending roll in Cyprus. It
was his second. Not his second of the rally. but his second oi the day... it wasn*t a good
day for the Ford team, as Colin clipped a concrete block early on and damaged his car's
steering. Then team-mate Markko Martin inverted his Focus at the very same point, with
Ford privateer Janne Tuohino coming within a whisker of doing the same. .. In this
second roll, Colin carried plenty of speed into a fast corner but slid wide. This wouldn’t
have mattered if there hadn’t been a muddy patch on the outside that caused his Focus
to dig in and he was suddenly rolling onto his root. But it didn't stop there and the car
went over again, modilying the rooflirle at the rear. Fortunately, the mangled Ford came to
rest back on its wheeis and Colin did what all good rally drivers do, as it by instinct: he
gunned the throttle. Sadly. he was disorierttated and he headed olt in the wrong direction
before co-driver Nicky Grist made him do a u-turn. Then, at the end of the stage. Colin
vented his anger by giving the car a good kicking...
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Where it all went wrong for Morel and Marty was at a fast right-
hand bend. Coming in too fast. it was clear that they weren‘t
going to make it and their little Peugeot was soon starting to turn
turtle. The meagre grass verge couldn't stop them. And nor could
the flimsy wire fence beyond. Then the French duo really came
into their own as the roll was foilowed by a sequence of
somerseuits. Fortunately. they missed the trees at the comer and
travelled over a hillside of scrub before crashing through a few
saplings and coming to a halt at the bottom oi the valley.
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Wprld Rally Champipnship. Rally Deutschland. August 2002: Flying ch‘ a read is
frightening. But flying ch‘ a read intp trees is what really fpcuses a rally -:lriyer's attenticn.
ask. Armin Schwarz. .. This spectacular tldnding with nature dccurred when his wcrlts
Hyundai Accent. struggling with a punctured right rear tyre. slid wide thrcugh a fast right-
hander ch the Panaerplatte stage cn the seccnd mcrning cf the three-day rally. Drivers
always say that it gees hcrrihly quiet when their cars leaye the grcund. with he tyre npise
tp speak ct. But. as what gees up must ccme dawn. sc there was seen a rending pf metal
as the Hyundai hit the trees at almcst unabated speed, ripping cpen its left side. The car
then hcunced right and made further heayy impact with its right trcnt ccrner. The
strength cl mddern rally rcll cages was shcwn by the tact that Schwara and cp-driyer
Manfred Hiemer came put pt the wreck aliye. but they were taken tc hdspital with a
dislccated rid and heayy chest cruising respectiyely- This reinfcrced that tarmac rallies
are fast and trees are sclid. spmething that rally drivers wduld dc well td remember.
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Midgets. Indiana State Fairgraund. September 2002: it ever there vvas a categerv bf meter
racing that vvas steeped in spectacular accidents. it is midget racing- Beieved fer its ciese.
entertaining racing actipn en Americas quarter-miie pvais. it e¿ers fans the sight at verv
small. verv garish cars being driven verv sidevvavs. usuailv an dirt. their pregress merited bv
a spray bf dirt. semetimes a blaze at sparks and aivvavs bv a wall at spend. Thev alse crash
a let. Ne wander the tans Àeck thrcagh the turnstiles te vvatch them-

The accident sequence shown here is typical pf the all but inevitable midget incidents as
dne car gets in under anether and prepels it inte the vvali, semething that happens a let
as the drivers dice fer pesitien at the entry at the cerners. But where ene gees, the ethers
tend tc tdilcvv. vvith many an end-ever-end actuailv happening net ta the car that vvas
tipped aft in the ¿rst case. but te ene at the cars veering eh‘ ceurse in avpidance...
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Formula Ford, Silvorstone, June 1984: Formula Ford at Shh was always a inouth-
watering prospect for those who liked their racing oirching. Well, any race in which cars
run three-abreast into corners and then try to make that ¿ve-abreast is bound to grab
your attention. Back in the early 1980s, It offered the most competitive racing on the
planet asa host of future Fomiuia1 drivers out theirteeth in iiie sport. """"'

little bit too far in his quest for glory Trying to make space for himself into the notorious
Wcodcote chicane, something that was akin to trying to pass a camel through the eye of
a needle, he clipped a ritra|’s wheel and started a flight ct which the Wright brothers
would have been proud. Having started oartwheeiing, he hit arid cleared the tyre barrier
and kept on bouncingi right towards a hospitality suite in which his sponsors were
entertaining guests. no doubt hoping to get them to support Paul as well. Uh welli.
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This race was no different, but the star of this piece, Paul South. stuck his neck out just a 1, __ --.-.. ‘ 7"” 1
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Renault Clios Brands Hatch June 2002
One-make racing is perpetually popular
in club racing circles as it s cheap and the
cars are made to be equal which ensures
that racing will be close as no one enjoys
a mechanical advantage Trouble is this
equality makes it hard to ¿nd the extra
speed to pass the car ahead which leads
to dnyers talong some maior risks

The ¿ery outcome oi this accident
iniiolwng Jason Templeman is not what
the spectators had been waiting for
though To make matters worse he‘d been
tipped irito a spin by Andrew KiÀtaltty l:l1en
hit by Bob Smith his own team mate
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Formula Ford, Brands Hatch, October 2003: The Formula Ford Festival is an annual get-
together of the wci'|d*s best Formula Ford drivers. Unfortunately, some drivers take this a
little too literally, as Indian driver Suk Sandher discovered when arrived at the Druids
hairpin at the top of the hill. Just as he focused ori getting his braking right, he
eiiperienced a helping hand from behind from Ollie Smith and. in an instant, was flipping
over, bouncing on his roll hoop and heading off to park in the gravel trap. As always in a
situation like this, the race had to be stopped so that the marshals could remove the
unfortunate driver and his stricken car to safety, not something that is best done with
2t] or more keen young Formula Fordsters arriving at racing speed like a bomb blast.
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British Teuring Cars. Kneckhill, Juiv 1994: Sitting high an a Scettish hillside, the Knuckhill
circuit cc-uld be described as being en tsp ef the werld. and this is new Alta Finmee works
driver Gabriele Targuini felt when he arrived there. sitting at the tcip ef the paints table. He
didn't qualitv well. but was seen making up greund in the first race when he hit a little
treuble that resulted in the mest spectacular accident pf the seasen. Luckilv fer the
ltalian. whe failed tn start the seccmd race. he went cm tn became champicm.

His spectacular sequence cf barrel rblls was triggered by an impact tram behind when
Renault werks driver Tim Harvev theught he saw a gap as Gabriele lcciked fer a wav past
Flickard HvdelI‘s ‘delve estate. ‘feu knew hew frustrating it can be when vbu‘re stuck
behind dne ef these... Sp Harvev peunced as they dived inte the 90mph Mclntyres right-
hander. but he clipped the Alfa's right rear and Gabriele gut te see the Scettish circuit as
he'd never seen it befc-re. Gabriele was extracted scimewhat dazed and suffering frcim
whiplash and bruising. Altheugh Tim finished the race in fciurth place. he was disqualified.
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Spa 24 Heurs, Spa-Francerchamps. July 1992: Many censider the mighty Spa—
Francerchamps circuit quite dangereus eneugh in its ewn right, its twists and tums and fast
changing weather cenditiens a real driving challenge. Stretch the race te 24 heurs te add
endurance te the mixture, then spice this up with refuelling steps te keep the mechanics en
their tees and veu have all the ingredients fer incident.

Hewever. few weuld have predicted what happened about ¿ve
heurs inte the race when Antlers Ellefssen was given the 'ge‘
signal and pulled eff in his paceesetting Nissan GT-Ft. But it all
went wmng as the car snagged the refuelling hese and this pulled
ever the refuelling rig, spilling fuel dewn the sleping pitlane. In a
matter ef secends, it ignited, lighting the evening sky with ?Elft
Àames that licked up to the balcenv above the pits. Fortunately,
this being Belgium, mest tans had drifted eff fer a perlien ef frites ,,_e>-ti
et mayennaise. Three Nissan mechanics suffered frem inhaling
extinguishant and miner bums but it had been a right scare and a
vlraming te all ether eempetiters. Te make matters werse. the
team’s ether car had retired just 15 minutes inte the 24-heur race.



British Teuring Cars. Gulten Park. May 1999: Racing circuits can leek perfectly safe until
an accident that’s eut ef the erdinarv, exposing a flaw in their anneur. One such accident
happened when Spence began a train ef events that ended up with him taking his
Renault Laguna te meet the fans. Keen as they were te meet him. they'd have preferred it
if he'd net breught his car with him... The incident eccurred in qualifying, en a wet track.
Lecking his brakes en the 12lIlmph en the appreach te Ledge cerner, he spetted Alain
Menu's Ferd Mendee already beached in the gravel trap. This ferced him te steer te the
right, thus the unusual angle ef hitting the tyres and his subsequent breach ef security as
his car bouneed eff the tyre wall and straddled the safety fencing. Spence was herrified
with where he'd ended up: “I get en the radie and said ‘l’ve had a henendeus accident,
l’m in the crewd'. I theught I'd killed a marshal." Thank geedness it wasn't race day when
theusands ef fans weulcl have been lining the track te get clese te the actien.
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Australian Supercar V95, Calder Park, July 1999: Preving that sequence ef five flips. when the dust had settled, rival Lang
even the masters ef their craft can get it wreng, multiple Perkins was ene of manv whe pulled up at the scene te see if
champien Craig Lewndes went fer ene ef the most vielent redee they eeuld help, but Greg Murphy was already there, helping te

Mb tlllllll

rides ever seen in Australia. Having wen the ¿rst of the three extract the shecked driver whe’d injured ene ef his knees. "Once
races, Lewndes was clipped en the run te the ¿rst cemer ef the it was en the reef,"said Levmdes, "all I eeuld tie was brace myself.
secend race. Deing 12Drnph at the time, his Helden was tumed I teek my hands eff the steering wheel and eevered mv heed.
ente its reef and ran like that fer 190 metres befere pitching inte a Then I waited for the bang. l knew it was geing te be a big ene."
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Australian Supercar VBs,Pukekehe, hleverhber 2993: Jasen Richards may spend his year
racing in Australia but his family hails frem New Zealand a generatien back, se ne wender
he was trying particularly hard te impress when the Supercar VB series cressed the Tasman
Sea te race at Pukekehe near Auckland. With it being a herseracing venue as well, Richards
behaved even mere unpredictably en the grass than eur feur-legged friends. Then his
Helden leeked as theugh it was shaping up te clear the fences areund the in¿eld betere
electing te lie dewn fer a rest en its back, like a herse with its legs in the air.
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lndy Racing League. Atlanta Meter Speedway. April 2091: Every new and then. a driver en an eval has an
accident then decides its net fair that the ethers are missing eut en the fun. This was ene ef these. but unusually
it was net caused by a driver lesing centrel. Uri this eccasien. it was by a driver slewing dewn... Cery Witherill
was the culprit. marking his first race in the IRL by deing se unespectedly in frent ef Felipe Giaffene at Tum 4.
Then the fun started as he sent Casey lvlears inte a spin and car alter car was caught eut as they jinked and
dived in attempted aveidance. Rebbie Buhl (24) thumped the wall, with Jack lvliller's car it 1 i previdmg the
pyretechnics- They were jeined in the melee by Billy Beat, ..len Herb. Sarah Fisher. Al Unser .ir.. Davey Hamiiten.
Jeret Schreeder and Rebby lilic¿ehee. Amazingly. enly Miller was injured. being cencussed. Scarily. a liberated
wheel made its way inte the grandstand. Fertunately. it was in a clesed-eff secter. but it stressed the danger ef
airberne debris. emphasising why safety fences need te be se high at circuits en which cars hit 24lJmph.

and then, a dr er has an accident then

BART ‘I35
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CART, lndianapelis 590. May 1989: Winning the Indy 500 ranks right at the tep ef any driver's hit list, even fer
drivers as illustrieus as twe-time Fermula 1 champien Emersen Flttipaldi er Al Unser Jr. Neither at this peint had
wen America's biggest race, theugh, and this was the result ef their degfight. Imagine the scene: they're way eut
frent and it's lap 199 ef 209. Unser Jr. is ahead, Fittipatdi heping te find a way past. Then they hit traffic dewn the
back straight. Flttipaldi e:-rplains hew it was that his rival ended up in the wall at Turn 3 and he went en te cellect
that fameus trephy: “l was en the inside line and I wasn't geing te back eff. We teuched wheels and he went eff
inte the wail. l almest spun, tee. It was a big mement." Angry at the time. Unser Jr later acknewledged it as a
racing accident: "I wasn't geing te lift and Emersen didn‘t lift either...“ The result was inevitable.
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This was ne eval-style hit and slide aleng the wall reutine. theugh. but a full. head-en impact that all but ripped
the frent eff the Chip Ganassi Racing Reynard. Scett Di:-ten. fellewing clesely behind. was presented with a cleud
ef debris and was hit en the helmet by Gidley's rear wing ishewn at the betlem ef phetes 5 and G} which then
teek eff his rear wing. Altheugh he had te be cut frem the wreckage. the accident easily ceuld have been se
much werse. Luckily fer Gidley. as he gathered his theughts in hespital and nursed a fractured right arm and
bruised knees as he centemplated his racing return. he had abselutely ‘ne memery' ef this vielent accident.
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CART, Nazareth, May 2099: Picking up a puncture when lacing en an eval is nebedy's idea ef fun, as it leads te a
sudden inability te tum and an all but inevitable cellisien with the wall. Ouch! Se, when debris is spread fellewing
an accident ne ene minds if the safety car cemes eut while the track is l:rrushed clean te be sure that ne driver
hits a jagged shard with the aferementiened censequences. Unfortunately, a lengthy peried spent lapping at
reduced speed behind a safety car leads te a reductien in heat in the cars‘ tyres. This means a less ef grip and
makes full here cemering semething ef a risk when the all-clear is given and the pack is released te race again.

This brain-rattling, wheel-shedding crash sequence invelving Mark Blundell and Helie Castreneves happened
when the field had just been released after a period behind the safety car, with Brazilian hitting the rear ef the
Englishman's Meterela-liveried Reynard, sending beth inte the wall. Nete hew Paul Tracy is able te keep lew and
stay eut ef treuble. Blundell was livid: "I can't believe that he tried te make a meve en me there." As ever in
racing, the ether driver saw it differently, with Gastreneves saying: “l get halfway in frent ef him. He was already
a lap dewn and I theught he'd give me reem, but he came dewn en me and we hit, then went up inte the wall.“
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CAHT, Heckingham, September 2001: Water seeping thrcugh the track surface cf this all-
new circuit lacked set ta scupper the first CAFIT championship reuncl in Britain, with delay
fellewing delay as the race erganieers attempted to scrt cut the pr-cblem. However, ¿nally,
it was “gentlemen, start ycur engines" and ail statiens ge and Max Papis gave the fans in
the granclstancls a ¿rst taste ct high—speeci spinning by lasing it eut cf Turn 4 and gyrating
in a wreath of lyre smoke ail the way dewn the startf¿nish straight. He did a greet jab in
keeping it away from the walla, but Burnc Junqueira and Tera Takagi fell eh‘ in aveidance.
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CART, Rockingham, September 2001: No oval is like another. They may look similar, but each
has its quirks and the CART Championship Series’ ¿rst visit to the Hockingham speedway in
England gave drivers a chance to master something new, or not... The result was a host of
drivers going for a spin, particularly out oi Turn 4, a corner that required a lltlie litt. British
driver Dario Franchitti didn’t spin there, but he certainly got to look into the eyes of someone
who did: Michel Jourdain. “We soon got into lapping traf¿c," said the Soot, "and Michel spun
right in front of me in Turn 4. That’s the closest I've ever been to something like that without
being involved! I was on the brakes, saw a gap, otl the brakes, gap vanished, on the brakes
and he’s coming up the track towards me. I got on the power and just made it by.“ Team-
mate Michael Andretti also got closer to the spinning Mexican than he would have liked.
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Le Mans 24 Hours, June 1999: Automotive manufacturers love to win this classic French
enduro as it gives them bragging rights that their cars are not only the fastest but the
toughest. Porsche has basked in its wins there for decades with Jaguar and Mercedes
also making the most of their successes. But the Gennan manufacturer experienced the
Àip side of the coin in 1999 when their cars had an inability to stay connected with terra
¿rma. Mark Webber had survived a dramatic Àap on the flat-out, 22Umph Mulsanne
Straight in qualifying, then suffered a near identical somersault in the warm-up on race
moming. To make matters worse, Mercedes‘ motorsport bosses elected to modify the
cars and race on, only for Peter Dumbreck to Ày into the trees in one of the sister cars.
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WeliliuWebber claimed that his ¿rst aerial detour had been “a bad cocktail of bumps and no

downforce on the front" but he remains unclear to this day as to what happened to
trigger the second, the one shown here. Despite there being no car immediately ahead of
him to steal the air from the nose of his CLH, and thus the downforce, the Australians car
clearly got light over the crest, the nose lifted and it started a backwards Àip that came
back to ground oh so close to landing on a Dodge Viper. Thankful for the structural
integrity of the CLH, Webber lived to ¿ght another day, suffering just light bnrising.
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The following photographers or agencies captured the dramatic moments capttlred in tl1is ti-ool-c The Auto-car Collection, 122-
123; Lorenzo Bellanca, 13-1 T; Jeff Bloxham, 2-3, 3, 23-23, 43-51, 93-91, 92-33, 95-9?, 124-121', 132-135, 133-139, 144-
141‘; Michael C Brown, 133; Charles Coates, 19, 26-2?, 43-43; DPPI, 3-9, 136-137, 143-143; Glen Dunbar, 133-131; John
Dunbar, 33, 53-59; Martyn Eltord, 33, 94-95; Steve Etherington, 13; Getty Images, 13-11, 34-3?, 93-131, 134-135, 123-124
Malcolm Gril¿ths, 44-45: Dan'en Heath, 23-21; Leland Hill, 139; llieith I-lovres. 39; Jeli Hutchinson, 53-5?; Loren Hygema,
132-133, 113-113; Hebert LeSieur, 4-5, 32-35, 3?; Michael Levitt, 114-11?; Picme, 22-25; Pascal Ftontleauf¿elty, 43-49;
Clive Hose, 123-121; Peter Spinney, 113-119; Michael Tee, 33, 31; Steven Tee, 12-15, 33-31 , 4?, 52-55; John Tovmsencl, 32
33; Bryn Williams, 123-129; Peirce Williams, 33, 33-39, 136-13?.
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The history of motorsport is littered vvith accidents that had a devastating
eltect on the lives of those involved. But this book does not dwell on those
events. Instead, insightful text and jaw-dropping photography illustrate the
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But the accidents are spectacular. Many of these historic circuit crash scenes
are in a sequence of stills where the race lensmen caught the exact moment
of impact, or the flash of fire, or the headlong departure of driver from car.

The vivid account of these crashes is from Formula 1, NASCAR, Rallying,
Tourings cars, Sports cars, CART, and Club racing. Even if egos may be bruised
from the spills, we can marvel at the thrills and say... “and they walked away."
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