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ABARTH

AB Il'I'I'l (I)
A prnhlem unique tn Ah-arth is trying tn decide litnv manv
mndels were made: estimates range irnm 100 tn 250 hecause
hardly.-' anv twn cars were alike and it is difficult tn knnw at
what pnint a tvpe hatl nntlergnne ennugh changes fnr it tn
he regartled as a new mndel.
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Al:-t:rl'|1s arrive For scrutineerlng tit Le Mans, ‘I060

Karl Ahanh was hnm in snistriti in 1908 hut his familv
mnved tn italv lust alter the First ‘w't1~rld War. He hecatne a
serinus mntnrcvcie racer in the late 1920s and develnped intn
a 'wnrld—class rider whn was five times Champinn nf Eurnpe.
friince ltalv was in neetl nf spnrting hernes tn match Gemian
achievements. he was mnre nr less adnpted hv the Fascists.
whn intluced him tn stav in Italv.

In t'Jctnher 1959, Aharth was severelv injured in a race in
“r'ugtislas-'iti and when he was released Frnm hnspital he stayed
in the cnuntr}-' where he wnrked nn engines. At the end nl
the writ he turned tn his nld friend, Ferrv Pnrsche, whn
t‘nipltwed him in his tlesign studin. Aharth thus hecame
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Al:-tIrl'|1 I H10 Spycler by B-nnnn, 1955

invnlved with the Cisitalia prnject and when Cisitalia's patrnn.
Piern Dusin, left Italy in 1949 Guidn Scagliarini ta Cisitalia
driver) persuaded his father tn set up Aharth in husiness.

At first he cnntinued the Cisitalia cnmpetitinn prngramme,
and then began making dual-purpose Tipn 204 spt'.*-rts~r'acing
cars under his nwn name. These were nnt immediatelv
successful, althnugh Nuvnlari wnn the last cnmpetitinn til his
career, a hill climh. in an Ahatth. Frnm the heginning Sctmltvritt
Abnrtb made tuning accessnries, mainlv fur Fiat engines, hut
Aharth silencers hecame availahle fnr manv cars.

The 204 Berlinetta, which used a tuned Fiat 1100 engine in
a hespnke chassis with Pnrsche~style trailing link tnrsinn har
frnnt suspensinn, came in 1950. Special editinns nf the Fiat
1100 fnllnwcd, tngether with the ndd prn~tnl"vpe, and tn drum
up publicity Aharth tumed tn recnrd hreal-ting, with a great
deal nf success. It was nnt until 1955 that the cnmpanv serinusly
hegan tn huild cnmpetitinn car.s, introducing the Tipo 2.0?
E-pvder, with mndi¿ed Fiat 1100 ninning gear and an up-en
tsvt'1~seathtJd}; hv Bnann. There is a stnry that the hnmnlngatinn
minimum limit nil 2.5 was achieved lw huiiding 15 cars and
phntngraphing them in frnnt nf a large mirrc.-rl The last nfthe
200 series cars was the Bnannhndied 215A cnupé nf 1956.

When Fiat intrnduced the 600 in 1956, Aharth hegan tn
make a 750cc versinn, which was fnllnwed lay the HSUTC
tTttrr'srnn Crirrtperieiriire, nnt ‘Twin Cami}. Fiat supplied part
¿nished cars and, in retum, received a great deal nf puhlicitv
as they tnnk thnusantls nf nutright and class wins tin 197/'2,
Fiat put the number at 1200}. By degrees the engines were
enlarged tn nne litre. As well as a dnhc head there was nne
with crnss-nver pushrnds rather like the BMW 528 engine.
Many nf these cars ran with the rear engine cnver
permanently npen, supported nn a tuhular frame, and this
imprnved cnnling and acted as an aertithil ill¿Àg hefnre
anvnne else twigged the virtues nf this}.

The Fiat 500 was nnt fnrgntten, hut the Tnpnlinn cnnversinn
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was never as pnpular hecause it was nnt mttch cheaper than
the larger car. These were availahle with engines up tn 689cc,
and as well as the standard Fiat hndv there were special hndies
hv Zagatn and Farina.

¿n the chassis nf the Aharth-Fiat 6-00 Zagatn essayed a verv
attractive cnupé hndv in aluminium, with a distinctive 'dnuhle
huhhle‘ rnnÀine tn clear the nccupants' heads. Mnst nf these
were snld with 750cc engines hut snme had different sized
engines. There were even a few 'dnuh]e huhhle' cars with
smn-nth rnnfs and snme npen cars. l'*~inl".st1d"_v knnws hnw many
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of these were made. estimates ranging frtim I500 tn 1800, which
shtiws the level of confusion surrtiunding Aharths. There was
alsti a steel-bodied versitin. the Sestriere. with a smotith roof.
and aht.iut 15 were made before Zagato and nliarth had a clash
of temperament and the relationship came to an end.

Vignale, "v'iotto, Farina, Bertone and Allemano alsti liuilt
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Aliitirtli B50 ctiupé by Allemono, 1960

hodies on this base. hnth coupes and spydets, hut hardly any
two were alike since the customer could select from a wide
menu of engine options and. as each body was hand built,
they ctiuld he altered tti individual requirements. There were
also some space-framed sports-racers using dohc one-litre
engines.

In 1960 Karl .-*-'i.liaitli‘s friendship with Feny Porsche found
a material eitpression in the Porsche-Aharth Carrera GTL; this
had a Porsche 5565 chassis, a dnhc i5B2cc Carrera engine,
and a body by Abarth which was both signi¿cantly lighter
thy over 500lhi than the standard Forsche body and much
more slippery. These cars were capable of 135mpl‘tx’215|-tnih
and a later versitin with a 2-litre engine and disc brakes was
capable of 1=i0inpli.f225kmli. Mtist tif the It-i made were used
for ctimpetititin and between 1960 and 1965 they were very
successful.

In 1961 Abarth formed a relationship with Simca which
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uars isti Ztigulu ‘Double mutt
followed the same pattem as that with Fiat: there were
niti-di¿ed versitins tif the biimca 1100 salntin and special

liodies on hoth front- and rear-engined Simca chassis. As
with the Fiat cars there was a long menu of engine options,
up to a dnhc 2-litre version, so what began as the stodgy
Simca 1500 ¿nished up as a very attractive coupe capable
of lsi5mphJ'230kmh. Most of these were actually made for
competition but a few were seen on public roads. When
Chrysler took over I-iimca in 1965 the relationship ended.

These affairs with other makers did not weaken the
marriage with Fiat and there were rebodied Abarth versions
of many of the larger Fiats from the 1100 tn the 2300. ‘When
the 850 came along in 1964 this received the usual treatment:
modi¿ed road cars and cars with special bodies. (Many
people believe that the Fiat 850 engine derived from Al::rarth‘s
own work on the Fiat 600. thus he ¿nished up modifying a
modi¿ed version of one of his own modi¿cations!) By this
time aharth was also making its own dnhc four-cylinder 1.3-
litre and 1.o—litre engines, some of which found their way
into Fiat 850 chassis.

Abarth also made a number of ‘all-Ahartlf sports-racers.

Hinrih Simcu I300, ‘I962

Although some were very successful, others were ill-starred
and. besides, mtittir racing was a ¿nancial drain because
direct sponsorship was not permitted in Europe until 1968.
Aharth became fairly ambitious and planned both a 5-litre
Fomiula 1 engine and a 6~litre V12 unit to make an assault
on the World (sports car) Championship. A lot of investment
and work went into the latter but it was stillborn because a
change in regulations imposed a 5-litre limit. The F1 engine
was also stillbom.

Fits stash itiuti 5pyt:|o|'l:yFhiinfu'int|. im



These projects helped tti weaken the company. In 19?0
Ahartli produced its last distinct model, the Scoipione, a mid-
engined wedge-shaped ctiupc which used an enlarged Fiat
12-"ii engine. That year Ahartli alsti signed a contract tti produce
special versions of the Atittihianchi A112, but by l9T"1 the
company was in such ti parlous state that Fiat took it over,
retaining Harl Ahartii as technical ctinsult.ant. Fiat had already
ht iught Ferrari and decided that Fen'ari would look after racing.
and Aharth wt itild bectirne the rallying ami of the ctinipany.

Karl Ahartli. for so lt.ing his tiwn master. soon found
himself unhappy working for a large corporation with its
liureaucracy antl liean ctiunters. so he retired and returned
tti Austria. The ctimpany dcveltiped the successful Fiat rally
cars of the late 1970s anti the equally successful Lancias of
the I91-30s. antl in 1935 Fiat‘s rorty Strada *hot hatch‘ was sold
as the fitrada Ahartli lfiIlTC.

ABS {GB}
From 19Fit'i, Autti Iiuild-up iiervices made a I.ainhorghini
Ctiuntaeh copy tti a high level of fit and finish. In 1990 an
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tipen version, the Mtinacti, was announced which like its
sister was availahle with a choice of ‘v’6 and vs engines.

C (GB)
Founded in 1908, AC was taken over liy the I--lurloclt brothers
in 19150 and thereafter gained a reputation for a range of high
quality sptirts cars which were tnade in small numl.iers. After
— : 

_ TE

the Second World War it marketed a 2'.-litre saloon and tnurer
with a decidedly old-fashioned specification and things ltitiked
bleak for the car building side of the ctinipany iAC's main
work came from general engineering and the manufacture of
invalitl carriages} until it introduced the Ace. which was a
re¿ned version of a Ttijeirti. The ctimpany continued to make
variations of the Ace while alsti eitperinienting with a number
of l1t1I'l?1{.1ÀlEill‘y'—t.1[)[)t1!~iEEl engines designed by Zdztislaw
Ivlarcaewski. There were twins. fours and siztes. some air-
ctitiled and stime water-cotiled, htit although some of these
engines were tested in cars, none saw productitin.

A.s the Ace began to show its age in the early 1960s it seemed
as though it would fatle away, but then Carroll Shelby had the
bright idea of ¿ning a 4-litre Ford Viri engine into an Ace chassis,
and so was bom the AC Colira. In various fomis this kept the
company active until 1915 when. again. it had no new product.
It had taken over a mid—engined prototype {the Bohanna Stables
‘Diaholo'} but that took years to reach even limited production.
as the AC 5000 ME, and even then it was never satisfactory.
Clther commercial interests kept AC alive until 1980. when it
hit financial difficulties and was sold. In 1984. rights to the 5000
ME were taken over by AC (':-ictitlandi Ltd tqv), a company
which did not survive to see its second birthday. In 1988 this
prtiject was revived under the name 'Ecosse' tqvi.

In 1980. Autokraft, a company based at the old Brooklands
track in Surrey, acquired stile rights tti the AC name and in
1985 was granted the right tti use the Cobra name. Thus
Autokraft became the only maker of Cobra replicas, and the
Ford Mnttir Ctimpany. which owns the name ‘Cohra'. took
steps to prevent unlicensed use of it. The Mk IV Ctihra is
listed under ‘Autokraftl
To complicate matters further. in 191-iii Autnkraft slitiwetl a
new sports car which I't:'i‘lIv'L’t.l the name ‘AC st~t-‘. The
ct impany‘s managing tlirecttir. Iirian Angliss. shnwetl the car
tti Henry Ftird ll antl in IEJHT Ford antl Auttikraft hecame
equal partners in AC Cars l-ttl. with Atittikraft itself remaining
an independent company with a wide range of interests,
including the restt.iratitin of vintage aircraft. In I99-‘(.1 Ftirtl
anntiunced that it no longer intended tti pursue the new Ace
lint AC Cars Ltd tleveltipeti the concept antl sold a few cars.
Linfortunately it was in financial trouhle by 1996.

lei/lei-lrllhl, I 954-63. Prod: 226.1"-’i-66. Racing
driver Cliff Davis bought a Toieiro chassis. ¿tted a Bristol
engine, and had a copy of a Ferrari 166 Bnrcbettn body
made. After an eittremely successful season on the tracks in
‘II I I-— 11-‘?-‘I-Iq
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1955 the car was shown to the Hurltick brothers, who decided
tti put it intti production (john Toieiro received a .555 royalty
for the ¿rst 100 carsi. Its twin tulie ladder frame and
independent suspension by dtitihle wishbones and trans-
verse leaf springs were pure Tojeiro ttir Cooper, to be blunt)
litit AC's Allan Tumer turned a pretty body intti a stunning
one. Initially. power was frotii AC‘s I991cc straight-siit
engine (dating back to 1919!} which gave 80bhp in 1954
and It-\2bhp by 1958. hut performance was brisk rather than
startling. The if-ristol engine was availabie frtim 1956 and,
with up tti ljl¿hhp, ttip speed was 1l7mph.»"1I-i8kmh I0-
(itiniph in 9.1 seconds}. The Ace was very successful in
production sports car racing on btith sides of the Atlantic
and was good entiugli tti finish seventh tiverall. and ¿rst in
class. at Le Mans in 1959.

In 1958. AC commissioned _]ohn Tojeiro tti build a special
*Ace‘ which had a space frame. de Dion rear aitle. and a
body styled by Cavendish Morton. The works ran it only
twice, at Le Mans where it finished second in class despite
the rear suspension lireaking tip. and in the Tourist Trophy
where it suffered ctioling problems.

Iil / I-Bristol, ‘I 955-63. Pl'Dd.: 15ti!169. A
fastback Ace. but with a wooden frame under its aluminium
body (and all that means ftir the collector). As with the Ace.
overdrive was an option and. frtim 1958. front disc brakes
were ¿ned. In later Acecas and Aces the old Moss gearhoit

AÀhcticti

gave way to Triumph T113 intemals in an AC casing, which
was a huge improvement. With an eittra 1151b to carry the
Aceca was ntit quite as nimble as the Ace, but the aerodynamics
of its coupé body meant that top speed was about the same.

@I'O1|lllllIld, ‘I §5Q-Q3-t Prod: B0. A four-seater Aceca
which failed to catch on, perhaps partly due tti the fact that
the British market was not used tti what was essentially a
GT car on Italian lines. Most C-reyhounds had Bristol units
although a handful were fitted with AC and 2.6-litre Ford
engines. With its greater weight the Greyhound was never
a road bumer, and its longer wheelbase and different weight
distribution did nothing for its handling.

_"I._.l.||l"' -’ Ill_ "\l||.. I

ACGmyliound
lilll/lllll 2-6, I Q51 -$3.. Prod: 47. I-Len Hndcl used
tt.i win all the 2-litre sports car races in the South of F.ngland
with his Ace. Peter Bolton won them in the :“\'t.ii1li. and the
[wt] À‘It.?l"I never ITIEIL t.'iI't [l'It-.? t‘itt‘ttiI:-A t'I~;t‘e|"iI when llIt."y' were
paired in a works car at Le .'ilans. liudd ran a tuning shop
and when he ¿tted a hot Fort.l liepliyr engine to an Ace it
impressed the tacit in." enough it ir it to he offered as an option.
Un the later cars the litidy was changed. e-specitilly at the
frtint. and the Ace began to lake tin the ltitiks wliicii wtittltl
become more familiar as the Colira.

mi I -

il¿itoal¿hudmvisodnosl

Cnll-I'll 26¢/289, Illtll 239, ‘I962, ‘I 963-B5.
Prod: 75/"51, 523, lt is the stuff of legentl that 'l‘esan racing
driver. Carroll Fihellif.-'. hit tin the itiea of slitie-htirning the
lightweiglit liitl cu in l-I—lllI‘L‘l Ford Fairlane It-“H intti the Ace

if _- l -
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chassis. f"il'lt3llTy*l'JI.Ill1t1 prtittitype in 1961 and production began
in 19t'iE. AC sent htitlyt-"'rtilling chassis units twith disc brakes
on all wlieelsl tti America where they had the transplant and
were sold as iilielhy-AC Ctihras. The Mkll version kept the
old chassis but liatl rack and pinion steering. AC did not launch
the car in Britain until l';)fFl and niatle the 289 cu in iii.-4-litr'e}
engine the base unit ft.ir the home market.

Cllllrll Mklll 289/427, ‘I 965-GB. Prod: 27.1348.
The Mklll chassis was designed by Btib hlegstadt of Slielby-
American and Allen Turtier of AC; the basic laytiut of the old
clias.sis was retained but the main tubes were larger and set
further apart. antl coil springs replaced the transverse leaf
anungement. Cars with 289 cu in I -it-‘i-litre) engines were sold
in Britain and Eurtipe while America took the 42? with a T-
litre engine. and this version, with its bulging wheel arches,

AC Cobra Mltlll 239

is the favtiurite with the dortens of t.itttfits who have built
sometimes poorly engineered copies.

what can one say about this beast? Even customer cars
had f590blip and =’i?5lli.-"ft of torque. which meant 0-60mph
in -i.2 seconds and a ttip speed of 1(i5rnphr’265knih. It should
he said. htiwever. that very, very few drivers were capable
of getting the liest out of them. and there was far tt.iti much
power for the cnide chassis.

‘ifariatitins on the theme included the Daytona coupes rtin
by Dan Ctumey in 1965, and a special works coupe styled
by Allan Turner which ran. and crashed, at Le Mans in 1965.

‘-28, I Q¿¿-13-. Prod: 86.. A long-'wht:ell“i'ase version of
the Cobra Mklll which was usually ¿ned with the tamer
5-45bhp Ciala:-tie engine. Frtia styled and supplied the steel
ho-dies, which looked ntit unlike their body for the Maserati
Mistrale. Top speed was I-’r0mpl'v’225knih, with 0—60mph in
5.9 seconds—fair ¿gures ftir the day, but somehow the car’s
pretty ltitiks did nt.it get customers‘ hearts beating in the way
that the Cobra could. Two styles were offered. a fastback (58
made it and a ctinvenihle ('28 made) but these were Italian steel
hotlies, which means they were hit i-degradable. Home cars have
been converted into more glamortius. and valuable, Cobras.
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ac -us. styled by FÀlil
3001 ‘I 979-84. Pl'Dd: s2. Lilte the at-t.-. the 5000MB
was a bought—in design. It was ¿rst shown by its creator,
Bohanna Stables, in 1973 when it was ¿ned with an Austin
Ma:-ti engine/‘transmission. AC announced it would make it
in 197’-1i but took ¿ve years to get it intti production. "When
the car did arrive, power came from a transverse mid-mounted
5—litre Ford V6 engine driving through a special transmission,
but performance was relatively disappointing i'120mphr’
195kmh maitimumi, and its handling took a long time to sort
out. As time went on its projected price increased. and when
it finally did go into production it arrived in the middle of an
econtimic downtum and it suffered by comparison to the
Lotus Esprit. The project was eventually taken on by another
company (AC. (5cotland)_} which made a further 30 eitamples.
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III. First shown in 1986, the Ace was a frtint-engined 2+2
coupe with a Targa top. It had a steel monocoque with an
aluminium body, and Ford—derived independent suspension
all round. Ford Sierras’Scorpio four wheel drive was projected
and i.s was eitpected that the custoriier would be able tti specify
either the Ford V6 engine or the f:iierr'a Comtorth turbo unit.
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I936 AC Ace did not go into production
ttstit the latter engine. a top speed of over '1-itttripiii-"'2;25kriili
was claimed. and a Ll-fitlriiplt time of trntler seyen seconds.

C (SCOT D) (GB)
In l9t-i-i the rights tti the AC jtttItI."vtE were bought by a Sctittish
htisinessriiari antl the new company rnatle 50 e:-tamples in ten
months: gtititl by AC stantlartls but ntit so good for a finn
which was gcaretl tti riiakc silt] cars a year. In 1985 a
replaceriierit riititlel. the ‘F.cossc'. was anntiuncetl. This had a
completely new hotly style. a £.=i-litre Alfa Romeo ‘v'(i engine.
a nd a cla irned rt ip speed of 1a¿trtpli.--Eii¿kiiilt, but the ctirnpany
ftiltlctl within a few weeks.

By 19H-H a new company called 'Ecosse' ttjvt had taken
over the design.

.¢ (GB
This kit car company's offering was the 'Htinitt'i', which was
originally built by the Ariierican firm. Fiberfah. and then
manufactured by the assticiatetl Cterman Fiherfah company.
In 1982 the tlcsign was licensed to ACM but was soon sold
on tti another British firm. Seraph Cars Ltd tqvi. The Bonito
was a 3+2 coupe inspired by the Ford CT-i0. usually based
on a ‘v""t"it' lloorpan with a nttinher of engine options. Seraph
Cars Ltd litiilt a new backbone chassis rind offered front-
enginetl versitins using Ford Capri or Granada or Rover ‘UH
ctimptinents. litrt the company folded in 198?.

“Ii
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ACM B-nniln was based tin VW chassis

C (MC) tt.tt- cr-:r~:T.t.rru-3

The mime tintler which some Honda. models. including the
NS-X spons car. are marketed in the USA. In 1990, one of

the rntist prestigious cars tti own in japan was a iltinda HS-
}; ertponed tci America under the Acura name. ct iin plcte with
left hand tlrive. and then re-irttptirted intti japan which.
ctirrectly. tlrivcs on the left.

Arum H5-I

D (GB) tt-t-r.tr'r"os-ror'ri.-'1-1 tit-ii.--ritors--ri:s'1"s

D O (BR)
Ciriginally a riiakcr t.if beach buggies. in 199’ri Adamo began
making fibreglass Ferrari Dino ctipics using Beetle
running gear.

AdnmoGTof'l9?Il1otlnodoors

IIIIIIB ADAMS VS! (USA)
A 19B0s kit to tttm a ntstetl first-series vw Colf. or any
Scirocco. intti a wedge—shaped open two-seater called the
‘jack Rabbit". That name recalls one of the earliest of all sports
cars, the Apperstin _Iack Itabbit speedster of 190?. Herb
Adatns was one of the team which revitalised Pontiac in the
19fi0s. and was a noted engineer in Trans-Am racing.

S IOADSTER (GB)
In 19Bfi Dennis Adams, who designed btith the Matctis and
the Probe. began tti marker a tradititinally—styled roadster
with a ladder chassis, fibreglass body. and the running gear
from the "tilt-enginetljaguar H6. It was usually sold as a tum
key car, with a ltigli standard of trim. and the company could
provide a complete car or accept a donor car for ctinvcrsitin.
Since the complete car weighed little tiitire than a ttin, with
a t‘i.2-litre engine it could reach I25iitphr’.E'.00kiiili.



O (CS)
Aere was a Czech aircraft manufacturer which built light cars.
alwavs with twe-streke engines, frent "1929. Its 955-cc [eur-
cvlinder Type 50 ell 1957 was a Trent wheel drive, ¿tilalip,
clese-ceupled sperts car ell striking appearance and all
independent suspensien. A few were made after the War hut
preductien ceased in 1'5)-='i7'.
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O I IO .(CS}
here Miner was a shert-lived {l9-ti¿-T'i2) pestwar Czech
maker net cennected te its cetnpatriet “Acre”, altheugh its
cars shared such Features as a t1;vr"i-strel-¿e engine and frent
wheel drive. In fact the Aere Miner derived frent the _]awa
Miner, which had heen refined during the war. A nurnher
cif types were effered, all ef which used a water-ceeled twe-
cvlinder 615cc engine en a haclthene chassis, and serne
sperts cars with their engines hered eut te ?@is‘it*c were rnade.
ln 1949 ene ef these wen the ?’5(}cc class at Le Mans and in
the Spa as Heur race, and the Le Mans success was repeated
in 1950, hut after that Czech cars were seen ne rnere in
Westem rneter racing.

F see sure Feaea

Ferrner Bl’vfW engineer, Ales ven Fall-cenhausen set up a srnall
racing and tuning shep in Munich after the Secend wt'JFld War.
His ¿rst preducts were BMW 328 specials hut he rnade his
name with lzlit-»‘[‘w'-hased single seaters, the ¿rst ef which was
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ALBAR

ntade in 19si5i. AFMs perfenned well in Gennan FE races and
prc-vided the chief threat te Veritas. On the hack ef its racing
successes, in 1951 AFM made an attentpt te market a feur.»"five
seat lusurv ct 1-upe which used the running gear Frern the (itihhp
sis—evlinder 2.5-litre Opel Hapitiin. Apparently it did net
preceed hevend the pretetvpe stage and seen afterwards ven
Falkenhausen retumed te Bhlw.

G [CI-l]
This edd-ieeking twe seat ¿hreglass ceupé was launched in
Switzerland in 195-t. The inan hehind the preiect was ene
Pierre de Telede and the car is semetirnes referred te as the
Agea dc Telede. The square tuhe chassis ltarne accent-
ntedated a T='E1cc Creslejr engine which was tuned te give, se
it was claimed. ¢’iHl".|hp. E-iuspensien was lav Fiat 5t}t"l transverse
leaf springs frent and rear altheugh the live rear asle was frern
the Fiat lltltl. Mest unusualiv, transntissien was via a Lancia
Ardea five-speed gearhes. verv few were rnade and the preiect
had cellapsed within a vear.

1-_._,____L
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Ageu do To|15::loW55 euupé with Tile: ohc Crnsiuy engine

ALBAII [CI-l]
Frnm IW2, Al Bartnettler preduced a nuinher ei' huggies and
Beetle cenversiens. The 'Eienic' ef 1982 was a Futuristic wedge-

___ - I .¥n.._

MW Beetle-bun-cl Albur Sonic of 1982

shaped Targa-tep car hased en Beetle running gear. in l'EIIH‘5
it was ieined hv a 2+2 ceupé talse called ‘i~ienic‘i which had
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All:-ur kl, WEE

a hesp-el-re chassis. a rnid-rtteunted 1-‘XE-’ Gelfengine. and slightly
mere seher lines. it seld less well than the mere eutrageeus
versien.

ALDO (BR)
iiince l'?J7'T*'. hldri has heen a highlv successful ma l-{er fellriwing
the usual Brazilian pattern: a fihreglass hr_itlv en a M11? flenr
pan. Its cars are seld under the name ‘Miura'. ht first ceupes
and sperts cars were hased en the Beetle chassis hut in 1952
carne the 'Targa*. a ceupe en the ‘v-"W Passat fieer pan. An
epcn versien frillewed in l'¥JH:i and the iirillrrwving vear the
similarlv hased '1"~1aga'. in ceupe er epen ferrn, jeined the
range, seen cempletnented hv a 3+2 versien. 1'EJHH saw the
Ittt-i. with the eptien ef a 3-litre vat--' t¿trnttintri engine. which
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Aldo Miurt: Turgu, W35, with 1533:: VW engine

ceuld alse he turh~ech.arged. while these eszperted re the LISA
h.ad E-litre Ferd engines. A further update. the ‘Trip Hptllf.
fellewed in IEPHU.

l.FJ .0 E0 ll)

Until the l*J'50s. cars were a relativelv small part ef Àtlfa Rernees
httsiness. the main thrust heing the in.anufar:ture ef aere engines.
In the late l9Z0s and earl}-' Wjlis, hrrwes-'er, largelv thanks te
the genius ef 'v'itterie Jane. .~’tlf.a iitemee had wen dezens ef
Grands Pris, ten til‘ the twelve pre-war M ille Miglia races. and
Le Mans feur vears in a rew. Ferget Bugatti. ferget Mercedes-
lienz-Alfa Remee was the nutstanding marque ef the inter-
war perietl. .Mir.*r the .‘ier."rinri ‘vi-’rirlti War it cencentrated en

heceming a velume preducer. hut it wheeled eut its 1958 Tipe
158 racers and. after failing en the ¿rst euting in 19-"iti, wen
everv Granrl Pris these cars were entered in until rtiid-1051,
when a new Ferrari finally heat Alias 15-vear-eld design.

In l_‘}-i7 Alfa Hentee hegan limited preductien ef a pre-war
niedel as it struggled te recever with a facterv which had been
heavilv hernhed. In 1950 it sliewed its first pestwar design, the
1900. which was intended fer mass preductien. The cempanv
steered a ceurse te~w:-.trds heceming a 1.-'r_iit|me preducer and
lav 19?2 was making the small. pepular and cempetent Alfasud.
which was intended re he made at a rate ef 1000 a dav. The
car was huilt in a new factery near Hlaples which was heset
hv incredihle laheur prehlems anrl this. even mere than peer
preductien engineering. peer qtirtlitv and a tendencv re nast,
saw Alia Ftemee plunge inte deep crisis.

In the earl v 191-i0s Alia Rcanee was reduced te fitting the
Alfasud engine tea Datsun Cherrv and passing effthe hastard
icalled the *.*'~.rn.a'II as legitimate, while the rltlfa Heniee ti was
ene ef the werst saleens made in the l9ii0s. ‘With falling sales.
the centpanv was unahle re invest te pull itself nut ef the
spiral and the c|ualirv ef the cars it was mai-ting was duhieus.
In 198? it was taken ever liv Fiat and started en the wav te
regaining its lest reputatien.

QC QEUQ, I 941'-51-Prod: 1,451. As seen as Alfa Remee
was ahle te repair its war-daniaged lttcttirv and hegin
preductien. it cencentrated en this 105*) nu 1-del while preparing
its new cars. As the designatien suggests, it had a sis-cvlinder.
2.‘:-iitre dehc engine and a chassis that was pure Jane, with
frertt susp-ensien liv ceil springs and trailing arms and
independent rear suspensien hv swing aides and lengitudinal
tersien hars. Several lit]-t.i‘_l.-' stvles were availahle. mestlv
esecuted hv Teuring. and all had right hand drive. like every
ether Alfa hefere them. The hasic car used a ‘:}0lilip engine in
a lltiin wheelhase chassis. hut the Super H-pert t¿iij huilt) had
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Al¿a Rnrnue 2.50055 with Touring 5-uperleggeru body, I95]

llÀhhp, a swh (10hini chassis and was ge-ed fer 100+mph.
The rare El:'irrt;‘;Ieti.ziriirr* variant had l~a‘il1l1pt_ 1Z“'ini]1l1»""EiI)f.ll-lnth}
and ene ef these wen the l‘~.‘-‘ti’? Mille Miglia, i'dfa itemee‘s
eleventh and last win in the event.

‘I900 Splilni/Super Sprint, I954-58.. Prod:
9491354. Alfa*s first rnass-preduced car, the 1000 saleen,



arrived in l9S[i and set the pattern fer all the cempanv‘s cars
fer seme vears: unitary censtnactien, a de-hc feur-cvlinder
engine. a distinctlv s[)t1~rI}' feei. and peer detailing. It was net
leng hefere it received the attentien ef specialist ceachbuilders
tincluding the fameus BAT series} hut the ¿rst factery-
generated specirtl cars came in l"3,l"'i0. Tr il.lI‘it'tg stvied the ceupé.
Fininfarina the cahrielet. The engine had grrits-‘n te 19?5cc
with llihhp, there was a ¿ve-speed gearhes and suspensien
was lav ceil springs. with deuhle wishhenes at the frent and
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Alia Rnrneu ‘I900 Super Sp-rint

a live rear a:-tle lecated I":-v trailing anns and a triangulated link.
Levelv slvle and up te l1£rnpi'v’1t-i0lenh (SS Medel); shame
aheut the celumn change.

Iilulllliu Sprlni/Sprlnl Yelena, ‘I 955-62. Prod:
24,0831’3058. Basicallv a smaller 1‘-3'00 with similar censtnactien
and suspensien hut enlv l2'i>0cc and titibhp (.90hhp en the
'v’elecei. These were eutstanding power eutputs fer the day
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Alia llnrnie Giulielin Sprint Veloce

tcempare them with the '?0hhp fer the Persche 556 1500
Super} and even in standard fenn this pretty, Bertene-styled,
rwe-seat ceupe ceuld tep the ten. The Velece was geed fer
l10mplv'l?Skmh, and heth had handling te match.

Glullialln ipyclor/SpyllorVoha, ‘I 955-62. Prod:
14,.300f'2,796. This was an epen versien ef the Sprint hut with

ALFA RGMEO

Ff

Alf: llumeu Giulieihtt SpyderVeiucn

¿eer change frem the hegimting. The designatiens had the same
meanings; the "v'elece had S*0tJhp te the standard Spvder*s 80h-hp.
Like the clesed car, there was ne rhd until 1901 ivet ne Aifa
hefere 1950 had lhd!J. Mse like the ceupes. mest retted awav
leng age.

ZQQQ Spycler, I F58-E 'I . Pro-til: 3,443. Really anether
versien ef the 1900 Super Sprint with the same l1Sbhp engine,
and the satne chassis, hut given the '2000' designatien re
cemplement the new 20-00 saleen range. Teuring was
respensihle fer the handseme 2+2 hedv; the gear lever was
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Mfg llomno I000 Spydcr, Teuring lisdisd, hucl the wnn Super Sprint’:
'll5H'|p angina

en the fleer; and dn.tm hrakes were still ¿tted, altheugh they
were large Al¿n drums. They were en the heavv side se a
Giulietta was just as quick, and a let mere fun, frem A te H.
Steel disc wheels were standard—the enlv pest-1050 Alfas
with wires were factery cempetitien cars er special medels
created by ceachhuilders.

Gill" $5, SI, I 95T-¿2- Prod: 136l5;’200. The
ultimate Giulietta, with l00hhp which meant 120+mph. The
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Zogt:rlo's GiulieÀu SI

SZ had a sttthlw. hut stneeth. lurid? lay Zagate and tended
te he the cheice efthe serieus cem petitien driver. lift centrast,
the SS feund greater faveur at the kerhside with its startling
Bertene hedy. which had massive everhang at heth ends. It
was claimed re he aeredvnatnicallv seund hut it is neticeahle
that neither Alfa, ner anvene else, huilt anether car which
imitated its stvle.

2600 Spycler, I 962-65. Prod: 2255. as 1962. Alfa
preductien was up frem 122!-i cars in 1951 te areund 55.000
units tit weuld hit sis ¿gures in 1968'); this was achieved hf;

__t
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The silt-cyiincler Aiha Itenteu 21500 Spyder

cautieus pregress anti niche marketing. The E60-0 series
fellewed the hread ltwrittt ef its predecessers hut had a
i+"i5l"1l'tf.) set-t'vlinder engine which was .»’dfa‘s first eversquare‘
ttnit. An-ether first was disc hrakes and having decided te ¿t
them, etlfa went the whele heg and put them en all feur
wheels. Basically a re—engined E000. the estra pewer was
wclceme hut altheugh l2Sntpltt-"200k111h was pessihle, nimhle
the car was net.

Giulia Sprlni, I 962-66. Prod: 42,389. There were
twe distinct tvpes ef Giulia ceupes; the 1962 car was an

r
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Fiéi Mfr: Remee Giuiiu Sprint hurl the new 15704:: engine

interirn car and was actuallv a Giulietta given a new
aluminium-hleck 1S'i’0cc tlehc ‘feur‘. Since it had enly a single
carhuretter, and 92hhp, despite its higger engine it was
reughly the equivalent ef the 90hhp fiiulietta Sprint "v’elece
and like it was a 2+2. it came with frent disc hrakes (discs
all reund frem 19661 and, like the Giulietta, with a nest ef
tinwerm.

Glllllu Spycler/ipycler Feleee, ‘I 962-65. Prod:
9250)’ 1091. This was the Fininfarina—stvled Giulietta Spvder
which. as usual, paralleled the Sprint ceupe. Thus the Spvder
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Giuiiu Spyder u|st:| arrived in 1962, slyioci by Finirthrlrinct

had the new 92hhp 1S?0cc aluminium engine, and the ‘Jelece
had the twin—carhuretter l12hhp versien, which made it a
very nippy little car indeed.

Glullull ('l'ul|ol|Io]/‘I12, I963-64, ‘I965-66.
Pre-d: 1201*’50. Alfa itemee's successer te the S2; the TE
designatien steed fer Tuhular tits chassis} and Zagate. As
this name implies, it was a special car with independent
suspensien all reund hv ceil springs and deuhle wishhenes.
As seld ever the ceunter it had a 112hhp 1.0-litre engine hut
that was enlv the starting peint because rnanv ef these cars

Alfu lternee Giulie TI lebmrel end T12 llaeluwl
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ALFA EOMEQ

were used fer cempetitien and, fullv tuned, these weuld tep
1Stiniplifliitiktttli. tlif the 1.20 TZs tnade. ten had fihreglass
heslies. which was setnet hing ef a departure fer Alfa Remee
anti must have perplesed the t-'eriiitcei!i.

These cars were very successful in ctimpetititin and when
Persche respended with the ‘:70-1. Alfa Remee made the TZ2
which was lewer, and was cempetitive fer a little lenger.

‘I SUUGT Jllnitllr, ‘I Q61-12. Prod: 92,053, Wliile the
re-engined Giulietta masqueraded as the “Giulia”. mest cars
httilt under that name were hicleeus saleens disguising a
super chassis and engine. Frem the new family came the
13:l10GT_]ttnitir, which was an swh feur-seater with the 1290cc
Giulietta engine and dist: hrakes all reund. liertene stvled
the litirl}; {the stylist was Gittgiarei hut, true te ferm, these
rusted. Fewer was up en the Giulia saleen, at 89hhp, and
that meant lii¿inplt.-fl¿¿kmlt t0-fititttph in 15.2 secends}. The
real geetij.-' was the {STA {A = aluminium) which, with a 96hhp
twin-plug head and mttch less weight. was a ¿tter. Alfa Remee
made -=‘i1iT»' ef them and the hed}-' deesnit rust!
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Aifu liietnee ‘I300 GT Junier, ‘I96?

‘I 306 G1‘Junie! Z, 1 969-72.. Prod: 1,103. This ievelv
little car preves that Zagate has had mements ef luciditv within
living rttetittirv. It was hasicailv a lightweight special versien
ef the 13:00 junier with siightlv impreved perfermance.

; '| 96‘-¿?- Prod: 6,325. This simpie htidv hv
Fininfarina has hecerne a medern classic; a versien was still
in predttctien in 1990. and leeking hardlv a day elder. Under
the skin it was a 109hhp Giulia which meant t16mph.»’
It-ifikmh and 0-fitintph in 11.5 secends and since it came in
1960 there were dist: hrakes all reund. The name Tluette‘
was chesen after a cempetitien in the Italian press hut it was
alse knewn as the Giulia Sprint Spvder.

Th0i'?¿+l5Due¿e,firs|0fu|ong|ine

33/I $lI'Ill|Il|l, ‘I 961-69. Prod: 18. This was a read-
geing GT versien ef the car intreduced as a 2-litre sports-racer
in 1967 and which evelved inte the 5—litre 53./5, winner ef
several impertant races in the earlv i9?0s. The read car had
the same large-tuhc light allev ‘H’ frame, with estra stiffening
at the frent hv a magnesium allev casting and estra rear
stiffening iiv sheet steel, and the legs ef the ‘H’ were large
eneugh te take the fuel tanks. Suspensien was hy ceil springs
and deuhle wishhenes at the frent, ceil springs, transverse
links and radius anns at the rear, and the rear disc hrakes were
meunted inheard.

Twe valve per cylinder heads were used (dehc naturallvi
and, aided lw Spica indirect injectien, this levelv little VS
delivered 250hhp. a phenemenal eutput fer an engine ef
1E10Scc. This was delivered via a sis-speed gearhes and aided
hv light weight (just 1540lb) and a slippery, pretty ceupe hedv
hy Scagiiene. a tep speed ef l6lmphf259kmh was claimed.

‘I 750 GW, I967-72... Prod: 43,965. This hreught
tegether a new iT"79cc dehc feur-cylinder 118hhp engine
and the 2+2 bed}: frem the 1300GT junier, alheit with quad
headlights.
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AFullnrnao'I?'50GTV

‘I 15¢ , I P67-T1 -Pm-|:l:B722. Successer
te the Duette, hut with the new-familiar chepped-eff tail, this
had the 118-hhp l750Cc dehc ‘feur’ and while the speci¿catiens
en paper harked hack te 1950 {same censtructien, suspensien
laveut, etci there had been censtant updating. Ev the time it
was intreduced, mass-produced epen sp-erts cars at a reasenahle
price were heceming mere and mere rare.
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2600 Veleee, Inlrodueul IQTII. The
ultimate espressien ef the *f)uette‘ line; the basic chassis gees
back te 1950 and the engine is a 120bhp l962cc versien ef
the aluminium hleck ‘feur’ which was used in the 1962 Giulia
range. Fer a time it spreuted nasty ruhher humpers, hut in
} 



strs Retire

1090 the facter}; gave it a new iease ef life. A general face-
lift saw a new tail treatment and near new humpers, ceieur-
keyed with the htid}-'vt-'t'irk. By the end ef 1090 it was the
secenrl eldest medel availahle in the UK and with a tep
speed ef a claimed l1Smph.»-"’190krnh t0—t30mph in Elsi
secends) its perfemtance was harrilv electrifying. Still. there
esist huvers whe feel there is ne stthstirute fer the sheer
persenaiiry ef an Alfa Rtinseti.

E-"'

2000 Spydor Veioce arrived in 'l9i"'0.,.

...:|nc| geinecl nthher bumpers in the 19805
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À6ll*lI'I~ll|, 'l QT ‘I -17- Prod: 3925. This was an attempt
te huild a supercar at a reasenahle price which did net ceme
eff. The ‘quad cam‘ fuel-injected 2S95cc VS engine was a
read versien ef Alfa's hriefly successful T35 sperts-racer unir
which fed its 200hhp rhreugh a five-speed ZF gearhes, hut
the chassis was frem the Giulia ITSDGTV {and that hasicallv
went hack te 19501. Bertene‘s shape leeked geed, and the
i§i7mpl1./2E0kmh tep speed (0-00mph in "F15 secends} was
premising, hut Alfa Remee was entering its vears ef crisis
and decline. Mest Britens and Americans feund the driving,- L; -:4!is-_ ,‘.' ‘ii lli-I!
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Hit: llemee Montreal, 'I'W'1

pesitien uncemfertahle: the facterv was tern I":-v disputes,
which delayed preducrien; the engine was net preperlv
prepared fer series preductien; Alfa ¿emee did net push the
car; and 1?mpg did net help after the 1915 energy crisis.

Id 5-|DI'IlII', ‘I Q7‘-39- This was net really a sperrs
car by Alfa li‘.emee's standards hut is included hecattse the
Alfasud range gave rise re seme cempetitien rierivatives and
the Alfasud itself was impenant in the cempanj,-“s hisrery.
The range was created te hring EI11[]l{1‘}"À1EÀi re seuthem Iralv
and was a cemplete departure fretn ether medels, indeed,
Alfa Remee enceuraged the puhlic re censider it a separate
marque.

The mest radical departure was a llat—feur ‘heset’ engine
with single everhead camshafts. in the hase medel this was
ef 11St5cc. altheugh the Sprint had versiens ef iZS6r:r" t?(il:ihp,
1906-89.}, lti¿iÀccttii-rihhp, 1979—S6iand 1?1?cctil(ihl1p. 198?-
-S91. All Alfasuds had frent wheel drive. MacPhersen strut frent
suspensien and a hearn rear asle suspended en ceil springs
and lecated hv Watts linkages and a Panhartl red. The Sprint
was styled hv Giugiare and was a 3+2 fasthack ceupe which,
in 1.?-litre ferm, was geed fer 1.3i.En1plt:"1'§Ftl~:itth t0-62mph in
nine secends}.
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tars Aiiusud Sprint

5: CGIIQ6, 1 §QÀ- The S2. is primariiv a signal that Alfa
Remee is hack in husiness as serieus maker ef serieus cars
altheugh the Zagare hedv puts ene in mind ef the F1 team
ewner whese respense re a new car was te ask his designer
‘What were veu smeking when veu designed that?"

. 

Alfollemeo51eeup&,19'9D,byIc|gub

Apart frem the rwe-seat fibreglass hedy, which ferms part
ef the unitarv censrructien, mest ef the car cernes frem the



Alfa Remee pans hin se the engine is a 206-hhp versien ef
the 5-litre dehc V6 frem the Alfa 164 while ¿eer pan, five-
speed transasle, and suspensien ceme frem the Alfa ‘F5. with
lewer frent wishhenes, ceil springs and transverse links. and
a de Dien rear asle en ceil springs and trailing amrs. Alfa
Remee claims a rep speed ef 1S2n:plu"245kmli {'0-t’:~.2rrrph in
seven secends}.

D (GB)
Sydney Allard was a hrave and ferceful racing driver whe
admired American auremerive engineering at a time when it
was net fashienahle in Eurepe. His cars reÀected his persenality
and he began preducrien in a small way in the late 1950s, with
replicas ef his Ferd VB trials special. After the War, there was
a huge demand fer new cars ef any descriptien and Allard
clinched a deal, en very faveurahle terms, re buy Ferd VS Pilet
engines eriginaliy erdered by the gevemmenr fer the war effert.
This established him as a manufacturer and he was very
successful tproducrien peaked at 432 cars in 1948'}. until 1952
when restricriens en the heme marker were lifted and a let ef
new medels came en stream.

Allard prnductien slumped despite the fact that Sydney wen
the Menre Carle Rally in ene ef his cars, hut then it has re he
said that the cempany was still making what were, in essence,
pre-war Ferd specials. The cc-mpany went inte a decline which
net even a micre-car, the ‘Clipper’, ceuld reselve. Frem 1955
Ailards were availahle enly te special erder and car producrien
fennally ended in 1960. Later, hewever. Allard marketed seme
her Ferd Angiias knewn as ‘Ailardettes‘.

KI, I 91-6-43. Prod: 151. A new car in the immediate
pesrwar era was always an event, hut the K1 was a sensarien.
It was simplicity itself with a 10-pin wheelhase hes sectien
frame, transverse leaf and split t.i.Xl-E i.f.s., a transverse rear leaf
spring and iive asle, and a rwe-seat body made ef steel wirheut

I
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Allantl Ki in lhe mountains

a cemp-eund curve in sight. ‘With a cheice ef an ti¿hhp 5(:6Ecc
side-valve ‘v'i-i Pilet engine, er a 95hhp 55.‘)-litre Mercury unit
(which was hasicaily a larger versien ef the same engine} it
had an escellenr pewerezveight ratie and terri¿c accelerarien.

I-I ; I 9 I. Prod: 191.. This was a H1 with wheelhase
esrended hy din and anether rwe seats: a car fer the hairy-
chesred family man. Like the H1. many went ahread and, as

ALLAED

was re heceme Allard practice, sente went ahread wirheut
engine er gearbes. With a few escepriens, the rwe Ferd ‘Wis
were Ailard‘s werks-fitted mainstay, hut these were eften
medified. With the Ardun ehv cenversien, fer esample, the

Alurd |.1 hocl sent:
" '1 - forfour

Mercury engine weuld give l:=i0hhp—-and that was just the
beginning. The hasic rule is that if yeu lift the henner ef an
Allard, de net he surprised at what yeu find and, rememher,
ir may have heen there frem day ene.

-I I , I §l-1-4B- Prod: 12. A iighrer, sherrer (l00in wheel-
hase], slimmer versien ef the R, huilt with cempetitien in mind.
The J1 was always intended re he limited re a run ef 12 cars,
and each ene had the Mercury engine in a channel sectien
frame. Alrheugh it was the third postwar Allard medel re appear,
its designatien preperly indicates that it was really the father ef
the line 1 it was aimesr a direct descendant frem Allard‘s pre-
war specialsi. jls were very successful in the trials and sprints,
which then fermed the hackbene ef British meter spert.
._|.r p pr ..l|
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Alurd Jl had shorter grille

M, I 9‘?-IQ‘. Prod: 500. Descrihed as a ‘drephead ceupé‘
rather than as a 'ieur-seater sperrs car‘, there was seme attempt
at re¿nement in this tnedei. Hewever. the hasic pier was similar
re the L1. and ir had the same 112in wheelhase. Ceil spring

M type Allard, I'M?
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a de litiun tear asle tlncated hy an .=1i-frantic). a full width budy
and a yariety nf engines. althuugh the 5.=*ii-litre Cadillac Wt was
the fayuurite. Hydney Allard actually led the first lap at Le Mans
in 1955 in une. httt the race was wnn hy a jaguar (I Type with
prnper aerudynarnics. a space frante. and disc lan-tkes.

PÀllll ll-lI¢|I II, 195$-IQ... Pruclz T. in 1956 Allard
shuwed a yery pretty. cttryaceuus hudy un the Paint Beach
lrante. still with the uld swing asle frunt sttspensiun. and fitted
it with a jaguar Itfiilail engine. Un paper. it was prnntising
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The ktguur-pnwanecl 195-t’: Palm Beach ll

hut it was tun little. tun late. and unly seyen cars were huilt.
They had yarinus engines. in the Allard traditiun. and at least
une had a lasthaclt cuupe hudy. with a rear treatment that
presaged the later jaguar E Type. Hu ended Allard. nut with
a hang hut a whintper.

LLAIID (CDN)
Nut cnnnected tn the uriginal Allard cuncern. this curnpany
began in 1981 tu ntalte lihreglass cu-pies uf the Allard J21-K
puwered hy a Chrysler VB engine.

we-_ --t Allur:lJ!Jt2.l9B4

a|.|.|sp (USA)
lntrudttced in 15180. this was a lihrealass INC» TD laiciy un “~.»"*».‘i»"
Beetle iluur nan with the lttililip 1.?-litre ‘t.-"t.‘t-"'-ii'i.irst*lie engine.

O [GB]
A Lancia Stratus cupy uf the ntitl-liJi-ltts wltich was hased un
Lancia Beta running gear hut suffered hy cucnuansun with the
yersiun pruduced hy Transfnnrter Cars iqyi at ahuut the satne
tinte. Allura was suun in truuhle hut the pruject was reyiyed
as the Littun Curse iqyl.

QIJIST (USA)
A 195t1s maker uf fibreglass laudies tu ¿t duntestic chassis;
by 1950 its rttnge included lttudies fur the Renault slC‘v’ and
't.~’"'i'=it' Beetle.

AI-FINA [D)
Since 1965. Alpina has ntudi¿ed and cttsturnised BMW's.
Alpina has cluse links with the factury and is rectranisecl hy
the Gennan guyernnient as a tnanufactttrer in its uwn right.
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Alpina B?’ Turbo Coup-6, l5'B3,. n mo-cliliacl BMW 6 Series

__ lll
jean Redele. hurn in 1922. the sun cit a Renault dealer. was
an engineer and a rnutur spurt enthusiast. In the early 1950s
he cunipeted with surne success in eyents such as the Alpine
Rally and the Mille Miglia in a ntudified Renault =iCV salnun
and he fuunded ti-uciete Auturnuliiles Alpine in 1955.

The prututype car was little rnure than a twu seat fihreglass
cuupé hudy. styled by Michelutti. un a Renault -"iiC‘y' Àuur pan
but with the uptiun tif a fiye-speed gearhu:-t deyeluped by
Reclele and Claude Engineering. Redele druye une in the
1955 Mille Miglia and su it was launched as the A106 'Mille
Miles‘. with une uf these cars. Maurice Miclty wun his class
in the 1956 Mille Miglia.

A yersiun with a steel hudy. the A1i1?. was rnade as a
prututype but did nut gu intu pruductiun hut the A106
l"t-erlelitted fruITt new engines lrurn the Renault Dauphirte range.
By 195?. A10t3s were being rnade at a rate nf ahnut twu a week.
and when prucluctiun ended in 19-60 sume (i5lII had heen huilt.
1'-95? saw the shurt-liyed A108 cahriulet yariant. 1959 saw the
arriyal ul' a tuhular hacl-thune chassis. and 1961 saw a 2+2
yersiun and the aerudynantic Berlinette Tuur de France.
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Alpine A106 Mill: Miles. based nn Illa Renault -IICV

Frum the intruductiun uf the sturdy hackbune chassis.
Alpines had Renault engines muunted h-ehind the rear aide
line in cunjunctiun with Renault running gear. Naturally the
specificatiuns uf Alpines changed as the pruducts uf the
primary suurce changed. and Renattlt luuked with faynur un
the little utttfit which did su much tu change its image. Thus
4C‘i.»' cumpunents gaye way tn Dauphine parts and thuse. in
turn. gaye way tu pans frutn the Renault RB. hlatt.trally. frum
1957. there were C-urdini t'_t|y1 yersiuns uf the engines. Cars
¿tted with the Dauphine swing at-tle rear suspensiun became
famuus fur the etttraurdinary attitudes which a skilled driyer
cuuld assume in cumers.
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Alpine A110. built Frnm 19153 in WT?

The big breakthruugh came with the A110 uf 1965. the
car which established the classic Alpine shape. It started life
with a I108cc Renault R8 engine which gaye all nf B?hhp.
but 1.25-litre. 1.3-litre and 1.6-litre units were alsu fitted (the
1.6-litre cars were must popular). By the time pruciuctiun
ceased in 1975’. a Renault 16 engine uf up tn 1.-H litres and
up tu 180bhp was used. These cars were particularly
successful in rallying and amung many glittering results. a
1-2-3 in the 1969 Alpine Rally stands uut. Frum 19715 unwards.
the A110 was tulerated rather than prumuted and was mainly
uffered as a fairly mild ruad car. All Àayuurs uf the A110
were uffered as cabriulets hut the yast rnajurity uf buyers
preferred the cuupt-E. Sume B200 A110s were built.

In 1969. Alpine was making abuut ten cars a week and
these were suld thruugh Renault agencies with full warranties.

ALPINE

By 19?l. Alpine was ufficiaily numinated as Renault's
cumpetitiun ann. and the cumpany became part uf Renault
in 19?-=’i (it had suffered a sudden fall in sales fulluwing the
energy crisis}. The car which wun Le Mans in l9?H was
designated the Renault Alpine A442.

Meanwhile in 19T1. when Alpine was still an independent
cumpany. it had intruduced the A510 which hecame the main
pruductiun car fur the ne:-rt 14 years. its influence is still apparent
in the Alpine-Renault GTA. Preyiuusly. Alpines had been fast
but sumewhat fragile twu-seaters whuse rugged appruach tn
creature cumfurts cuuld be easily furgiyen in a rally but required
sume tulerance if they were tu be used as ruad cars.

"I-1.
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nrra Alpine A310
By cuntrast. the A510 tnuk accuu nt uf the passengers as

well as the driyer. Mechanically. it fulluwed Alpine's estab-
lished furmat with rear-engined layuut and all-independent
suspensiun in a hackbune chassis. Cumpared with preyiuus
Alpines the hndy was lung and wider—it was a genuine
2+2—and the styling was graceful rather than idiusyncratic.
Initially puwer came frum a 12'?bhp yersiun uf the 1605cc
Renault R16 engine which drtwe thruugh a mudified Renault
fiye-speed transa:-tie [uriginally made fur frunt wheel driye).
Suspensiun was by cuil springs and duuble wishbunes all
ruund and brakes were discs at the frunt. dnams at the rear.

This was a muye up-market and as the cumpany was nut
altugether geared fur this it suffered sume quality pruhlems
in the early days. As suun as the A310 was intruduced.
huweyer. pruductiun went up tu about ten cars a week fur
eyen with a 1.6-litre engine it wuuld tup 130mpl'1/*'2l0kmh
and sprint tu 60n*tph in 8.1 secunds. In late 19?6. this engine
was replaced by the l50bhp ‘PR5!’ V6 uf 2664cc and this
buusted tup speed tu 137mphf220i-tmh (0-60mph in 7'35
secunds). Disc brakes replaced the dntrns at the rear and
pruductiun was increased eyen further. Late yersiuns uf this
car had a number uf detail reyisiuns such as wider wheel
arches. imprtwed bumpers and a rear spuiler.

Renault replaced the A310 in 1985 but retained the nyerall
mechanical and styling layuut; the GTA was still a 2+2
¿breglass cuupé based un a backhune chassis with a rear»
muunted V6 engine. and the styling was recugnisably related.
but the car had been cunceiyed by a majur manufacturer
and nut a cuttage industry cumpany. One difference was that
the ¿breglass hndy had a luwer drag factur and was bonded
tu the chassis. thus creating a semi—munucut;]ue additiun tu
the pressed steel backbune.

Althuugh still bearing the name ‘Alpine’. the car was
intended tn he eyerything which a Renault shuuld be. and
that included haying mass appeal. America was the main
target market but that came tu nuthing when Chrysler bought



ALPINE
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ETA V6 Turbo, "I956
Renault‘s stake in American Muturs and fuund that the GTA
was tuu clnse tn a Maserati—derived car which Chrysler had
been planning. Thus the GTA did nut cruss the Atlantic.

The standard engine was 160bhp 2-.91=i9cc versiun uf the
PRV V6. hut a 20-Obhp turhucharged 24S8cc unit was the
uptiun preferred by many fur in this furm the car wuuld tuuch
1‘_50mph,»’2-*-i0l~trnh and sprint tu siitty in 6.3 secunds. The car
was very responsive althuugh at high cumering speeds the
39,051 weight distributiun cuuld he tricky. Enthusiasts shuuld
nute that because Renault is nut regarded as a great badge.
secund-hand GTAs can be wunclerful value.

In 1990 Renault introduced a limited editiun ‘Le Mans‘ versiun
with body bulges tu accumrnodate wider wheels and in any
culuur the custumer wanted. as lung as it was metallic burgundy.
The turbocharged engine gave liil¿bhp. slightly duwn un the
uriginal turbo. but it did cume with a catalytic cunvertur su the
perfumtance ¿gures were slightly duwn (1-=i6mpht’ 235kn1h. 0-
60mph in 6.8 secundsl but such differences were really
academic especially since develupment and the wider rear tyres
had irnpruved the car's handling.

K3-Bl
Frum 1952. Geuffrey Taylur built small numbers uf quite
advanced sports and racing cars in his wurkshups in i{ingstun-
upun-Thames. After the War. Taylur uffered a 2-litre spurts car
fur sale. and drawings appeared uf a new enveiuping bo-dy in
the Italian style. but there were few takers and pruductiun
ended in 1947. It was available as a spurts car ur spurring
saluun. and its main feature was its alluy and aluminium duhc
engine which. when bluwn. produced up tu 1B0bhp. This had
made it une uf the fastest British spurts cars uf any siae befure
the War. and althuugh the chassis was fairly cunventiunai.
handling was guud. Taylur was nut ten'ihly interested in ruad
cars. huwever. and prublems with supplies uf materials saw
him at-te the line after unly abuut 15 had been built. Thereafter
Alta cuncentrated un building nut very successful Furmula 1
and 2. cars. and racing car engines. must nutably fur Pfifeivi.
1950453. and Cunnaught. 1954-57.

ALVIS [GB]
Alvis was fuunded in 1919 and. as a hungry yuung cumpany.
made its name with small-engined spurts cars and light salu-uns.

as well as thruugh its piuneering frunt wheel drive and all-
independent suspensiun. Alvis thrived and gradually muved
up-market until in the late 1930s it was making cars which
challenged Bentley but. alung the way. it alsu became
cunservative. An aeru engine divisiun was started in 193? and
after the War cars became less and less important. There was
little investment and develupment and the cars were pale
shaduws uf the pre-war line. Sume Alvis enthusiasts might
argue fur all. ur must. uf the pusrwar saluuns it made fur
inclusiun in a buuk un sports cars. but thuugh graceful and
slightly rakish. they were punderuus by cumparisun with the
Alvis cars uf the 19505.

Alvis was bought by Ruver in 1965. car pruductiun ceased
the fulluwing year. and the cumpany has since cuncentrated
nn amiuured vehicles. In the late 19603. huwever. Alvis built
a mid-engined sports car powered by the 3.5-litre Ruver V8
engine. Everyune whu druve it raved abuut it but it was
ubviuusly tuu guud fur BL and it remained a prututype.

'I'I'| J, ‘I 949-IQ. Prod: 100. Alvis’ attempt tu essay a really
modem style cuincided with the anrtuuncement uf the jaguar
1Ci'{120—end uf stury. Llndemeath the ghastly budyshell was a
pre-war chassis with mechanical brakes. sulid I-.1J(lE5. and a fuur-
cylinder pushru-d 1B92cc engine. In fact it was a wa.rmed-uver
1938 12:70 which was hard pushed tu reach 85mph.t’l35kmh.
The 1948 Lundnn Show car had its headlights behind the radiatur
grill and a cucktail cabinet in une uf the duuts. but pruductiun
models were spared these eccentricities.

I-
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‘IF

AlvB1'Bl-|l,un\tnlonunu|ut:lopu|1\||'ufrun1lru|:lili-on

'I'II'I, ‘I 951 - Prod: 31. This had the TB]-=i b-ody. albeit
with a traditiunal Alvis tadiatur. but the chassis and engine
were new. Puwer came frum a new 95bhp seven-bearing
shurt struke 299f>cc straight sit-t. which then became the unly
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unit the cumpany was tu use fur the rest uf its life. Hydraulic
brakes antl cuil spring i.f.s. were imprnvements and despite
escessive weight the TBE1 cuuld nearly reach the tun. As
with its ugly sister. build quality and ‘badge’ were plusses.
but cust and style uutweighed them. Current tnvners have
saved a whale.

AMC (USA)
The American .'vlnturs Curpuratiun was fumred in 1954 frnm
Hudstm antl ftittslr anti by 1959 it was in fnurth place in the
pruductiun league. with an uuput uf just uver ~'i0-0.000 units.
its successful peritrds were achieved by Al‘-»lC anticipating
trends such as cnmpact cars anti. indeed. it matle nu ‘full-
sir.e' cars after 197"-s

A pic.-y which the srnailer American cnmpanies frequently
tried was the making uf a spurts car tu give it pttblicity and
presence at a relatively lnw cnst. Hash tried it with the Nash-
Healey. Raiser with the Darrin and Studebaker with the
Avanti. After a false start witlt an unsuccessful puny car called
the Marlin in l9fi(i. Aivitll buunced back with the _]avelin
fastback cuupe in 1908. in the same year it alsu made a twu-
seat versinn. the AME. which had a list uf engine uptiuns up
tn a j15bhp 15.-‘i-litre 'v'8.

Al mt ist as suun as the AA-iii was annuunced su Ai"v1C began
tu prnduce cuncept cars based un the fluur pan. Thus 196$
alsu saw the une-tiff A.-‘v"l}tHIiT. with a fibreglass budy and
rnachu errternal ertltaust pipes. This was fullt;nvetl by the A}.-l}~L*"E
uf 1909. basically a full-siite mu-ck-up uf a mid-engined cuupe
the shape uf wl‘tir.'b was frum AI‘-¢lC's nwn styling department
anti was cbnsen in preference tu a submis.siun l‘:.~y Giugiaru.

The Alt-L‘-L--""3 then becarrte the starting l7*‘.iint fur the Ai‘vi1'U5.
which vvas prepared fur pussible prntiuctinn. AMC tumed tu
Giuttu Biaaarrini. whu had becume sumething uf a specialist
in the cumbining uf American mechanical cumpunents and
Italian llair. and he created a very stiff semi-munucuuue with
a central backbnne and bu:-ted sills and all independent
suspensiun by cuil springs anti duuble wishbunes. Disc brakes
were fitted all rt iund. the uriginal butiy style was refined and
BA-19%‘ alsu had an input intu the final design.
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Milli

The lirst car was shuwn in 1_9?0 anti with the 6.51-litre VB.
which had 5si0hhp but an incredible si50lli.r‘ft turque at unly
5.600:-pnr. the Aiviii.-“"5 vvuuld tup 1(r0mph and sprint 0-60mph
in under sir-t secuntls. By all accuunts it handled as well as it
luuked. but when all the sums were dune it was fuund tu have
a price tag uf nearly 520.000 at a time when Fnrd had begun
tu sell the De Tnmasu Pantera at 59.000. Thus the AlvlXr"5 was
a:-ted after sis had been ntade.
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SP D SPICI I
(GB) see cur-rntsrrur-taay tlLA5Sltl

G(D)
AMG custuntises Mercedes-Hens mudels. makes duhc fuur
valves per cylinder versiuns uf lvlercedes-Bena ‘J8 engines
and generally eniuys clnse links with the factury. It alsu makes
the ‘Harnn‘ter'. a Mercedes 230CE sttluurt fitted with une uf
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Murcuci-as-Bun: strtrsrc by ms. Iss4
the mt idified engines and. with the (5-litre versinn. a tup speed
uf 1i-i5n1phr"E95krnh t0-00mph in five secundsl is claimed.

AMOIIE (USA)
A kit car maker. in 19TH Amure intruduced the ‘Cimhria'. a
gull-wing cuupe derived frum Richard Oakes‘ classic 'l"~luva'
tuvi un a ‘v"~Zit‘ Beetle iluurpan. it later made its nwn tubular
frame tu take larger engines and. frum 1981. this was marketed
in Britain as the ‘Eagle 55' tqvl.

ANADOI. (TR)
This is the brand name uf ‘Ustusan Clttrnitihil !5at‘taya'. a
Turkish car maker whnse prnducts were initially engineered
by Reliant anti which used Furd running gear. Anadul was
established in 1966 and. in typical Tbirti ‘itiurld style. its cars
had a separate chassis and fibreglass budy thence the use
nf Relianr‘s ettpertisel. A 1.6-litre cnupe was c-ffered frum
1'_9?si and remained in pruductiun ttntii the late 19?0s.

@
Anyune whu knuws the fringe car scene suun leams the
coded messages uf cumpany names. and ‘Antique 8: Classic‘

‘S5100’. I931
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means fibreglass cnpies nn pruprietary running gear.
Fnunded in 19?2. this cumpany essayed cnpies uf the Fraser-
i'~lash TI‘ antl iii?-100 un 1.6-litre 1r'\1i" Beetle chassis. By 19?“)
it was making inept Beetle-pcrwered parudies uf the Bugatti
Type 5511. a 19,51 Alfa Rumeu. and a Bentley-ish pastiche
which. even by the fimr's standards. was pretty awful. In the
late 19!-ills it was making reasnnable itnitatiun ‘jaguar 1{l~i12l.'1s‘
and '51‘-i100s'. with a range nf engine uptiuns frum the Fnrd
Pintn 'fuur‘ tn Fnrd ‘v‘t-is.

An Apal twn-seat cuupc based un a Beetle chassis with a
tuned 150bhpl 1.5-litre engine was uffered frum 1904. and
later a 95bhp 1.0-litre Renault engine was used. Apal alsu
tnatle beach buggies and jeeps‘ which were eitpnrted tn 20
cuuntries. in 19?!-1 Apal tnade the ‘_let Bursa’ which was a
gull-wing cnupe based un ‘v"‘2tI»‘ ntnning gear. Fur many years
it has alsu matle. in kit and turn key fnnns. a clnse cupy nf
the Pursche 550 Speedster with a fibreglass budy un a
shuneneti ‘s-‘W Beetle llnur pan which has been snld in Britain
as the ‘TPC.

1933 Apal uupy ui Fursclre 3515 Speedster

In 1990 Apal was alsu making the ‘Francnrchamps. a twu-
seat ruatlster with a detachable hardtup. The chassis was a
three-pan tubular steel affair and the budy. which was
principally nutable ft .1-r having si:-t headlights. was uf fibreglass
and it-Kevlar. Running gear catne frum the Mercedes-Benz 190.
As a quality. ltnturiuus turn key car. the Francurchamps was
available tu special urder unly; with the standard 12Zbhp
engine. a tup speed uf 13Brripl‘u"205knrh was claimed but
uptiuns included a ltli-valve 1t50l"ihp engine ur a 1Fl5hhp
turbuchargetl versitm.

APOLLO (USA)
A Califnmian spurts car uf 1902. the Apullu was designed by
Milt Bruwn. styled by Run lilescia. and the budies. must uf
which were cnupes. were made by Intermeccanica in Italy.
In style it resembled a cleaner and lunger MGB GT hut. nute.
nut even the MGB ruadster had been annuunced when the
Apullu was styled. Buick V8 engines nf 5.5 nr 5 litres were
used in a tubular latlder frame with suspensiun and nther
cump-unents frunt the Buick Special. with the larger engine

fr --iiPr‘1;-
hi_ P"

— -"'- " - -I-lg; . -"' ' -I- -.
_ I. 1--ll

. I _. 1- I i

I II '
‘F i--I ' |

11:‘
I-I J

'5' §"l

*

'LZ—'€

‘I I'-

-—.

Apollo, 1961. uvuiluble in 3.5- uncl 5-lilre versinns
¿tted. tup speed was claimed tn be 150n1ph.t'2-ti0krrrl1 (0-
60mph in T15 secundsl but the cumpany was nut sufficiently
strung tu advertise natiunally. nr establish a dealer netwnrk.
Tn make matters wnrse. nnhudy thnught very highly uf the
puwer ttnit—the Buick engine (which lives un as the Ruver
‘v‘t-it was nuturiuus fur giving truuble—the budies were
er-tpensive. and prudttctiun ceased in rat-a.

Intermeccanica then supplied the budies tu a firm in Tet-tas.
which used them tu make a car called the "v'etta ‘v‘entura {_qv1.
Productiun uf the Apullu was resumed in 1964 but this
venture was dead by the fulluwing year. In all 1-ll-1 Apullus
(11 uf which were cunveniblesl were made. tugether with
19 Vetta ‘venturas. but nut all Apullus were delivered and
sume were quietly scrapped.

Trivia fans might like tu knuw that an Apullu GT was the
car driven by the ‘baddies‘ in ‘Nae i'.tir..*e Brig.

APOLLO (USA)
Milt Bruwn and Run Plescia. whn were hebintl the first Apullu
venture. returned in 1_9H2 with a tradititmally styled ruadster
called the "v"eruna'. This luuked like a first cuusin tu a Murgan
yet was a distinct car in its nwn right. Available as a well-
fitted turn key car. ur a kit. the factury versiun hatl a 190bhp
turhucharged 5.8-litre Buick V6 engine. in this funn. 125rrtph»"
198knih was claimed with the 0-60 dash being cuvered in

_.- 15.:

Apullu Vurunu. rm
5.1-1 secunds. In the late 19i'li]s the "v'ernna' was manufactured
in Gemrany under the name “tit-I/’an"t"|tr.-utli‘ tqvi.

AOIIILA (USA)

A 19?i:l ‘Wit?’-basttd kit car made by American Fiber Craft inc.
which seemed tu have been inspired by the 13h’l"i'¢‘ M1. By
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1930 Aquila

1990. when it was still in pruductiun. the lines had been
cbangetl su that it was mure ufa distinct car. Iiy then a range
uf engine uptiuns was availabie. including Mazda. Pursche
and small-bluck American engines.

ARDEN (D)
Despite the very English name tShal-:espeare's mum was an
Arden} this is a Liemran cumpany which mudifies thejaguar
1t'.]t5 and it]-S and uffers a tvvin-tttrbu versiun uf the straight
sis engine.

AROYLL (GB)
British turbucharger pinneer. Bub Hendersun. created this
ltitleutts mid-engined cuupe in 19?t5 rind references tu it. and
its maker‘s ambitiuns. uccasitmally pupped up in the press
until the tT|id-l9Hi1s. it was intended fur limited prutluctiun.
but even had it been attractive the high price tag was nu
inducement tu btty. it had a bus sectiun chassis. Triumph
2500 all-independent suspensinn. and a Saab ur a Ruver ‘v‘H
engine lbutb turbuchargcd and transversely muuntedl driving
thruugh a five-speed ZF gearliurt. A tup speed uf 150mph.»-"
.2-"i0krnh was claimed fur the Ruver versiun. 1j0ntpl1.--"2 10krnh
fur the Saab-engined variant.

. -. ArgyllTurl:|n'GT

IS (F)
Clriginating in 1951 as the ‘Ranelagh". these cars were based
un the 850cc Panhard fluur pan and were available until 1965
as a steel-hndied ruadster. the 50bhp ‘Spurt'. ur a 42.bhp 2+2
fibreglass cnupé. the ‘Passy'.

E11’
_*Il.B

-.- 1903 Arislu. with
850:: Punlturcl

IIKLEY (GB)
A clever fibreglass budy kit intrudttceti in 19?0 tu save ntsted
Sprites and MG Midgets. lt recalleti cars such as the Murgan
yet remained a distinctive. rrtudern. design.
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AINOLT (USA)
Stanley Huward "~9aclty‘ Arnult started uut as a fuutball star
and became a hugely successful industrialist whu liked tu
race as a hubby. in 1952. he was taken by a pair uf styling
ertercises un the liertune stand at the Turin shtrw. placed a
large urder and saved the carniaatrria frum impending
bankruptcy. Since the eitercis-es were un MG T1) chassis.
Arnult arranged fur nude Tllts tu he shipped frum Abingdun
tn Turin and they were then suld in the States as Arnult—MGs.

About 100 MG-based cars had been made when. the
fulluwing year. Arnult was stmck by the Bristul 404 chassis and
the Arnult-Bristul suld in the States at half the price uf a -=10-ii.
While the .Arnult-MG was a pretty car. the Bristul-based tar

Amoll-MG wus built un lhu TD chussis
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Arnuli-Bristol cuupé. 195.5

was an uutstanding tlual-purpuse machine. This was a fine
ruad car which cuuld be parked with pride in any cumpany.
and. withuttt mu-diftcatiun. was very successful irt SCCA racing.
In 1955 and 19515. Amuit-Bristuls wun their class in the Sebring
IE Huur race and cumpetitiun success cuntinued intu the 1900s.
Open cars came either as the 'Bulide' {stripped duwn. nu
huu-dl ur ‘llielur-re" lfully trimmedl. Three cuupe versiuns were
made in 1955 but 12 cars uf the tutal uf 1si2 were destruyetl in
a fire. Pruductiun unly ended when Bristul stupped supplying
the basis in 1900.

O'l"I' (GB)
In 1951. Daphne Arnutt became perhaps the wurld’s unly
female racing car cunstructur wlten. wuri-ting with Geurge
Thurntun. the manager uf her family's garage business. she
designed a 500cc Furmula _5 car. It was made in small numbers
but the marque achieved little success in racing. althuugh it
had better lttck with a streamlined recurd breaker. A
pruductiun spurts car came in 1955 and twu years later. there
was a spurts-racer anti a racing GT car. buth with Climazt
engines. The latter ran at Le Mans in 195?. its unly race. but
retired with a drupped valve: that failure wiped uut the little
cumpany and Arnutt ceased making cars. Superchargers had
lung been pan uf the Amutt business. and the finrt made
special kits tn bnnst rnad cars.

$|I0l"Il, ‘I Q55-51- Prod: 7. The Arnutt used a ladder-frame
chassis similar tu the cumpany's F5 car. with all-independent
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Arnutt Sports. I955

suspensiun by cuil springs and tluuble wishbunes. bttt in this
case the engine was in frunt uf the driver. The base engine was
Austin A50 [three made). but uther cars hatl Standard 10. Lea-
Francis and Btrventry Climazs FWA units. The car was finished
with a fibreglass budy. similar tu a pruprietary shell later made
by Ru-chdale. and it received a iut uf publicity because it had
been created by a wuman. T‘-lu reliable ruad test figures are
available but a claim uf 1 10mphr'1?5kn1lr fur the Climar-t—engined
versiun seems rea.sunable. One uf these cars was entered at Le
Mans in 1955. but crashed during practice.

‘II (USA)
Late 197'0s maker uf a tlril":-ra cupy which bati MGB frunt
suspensiun._Iagttar i.r.s.. and a wide range ufengine uptiuns.
It was available as a kit ur turn key car. althuugh prutittctiun
ufthe latter was strictly litnited because under American law
a cumpany making nu rnure titan £50 ertamples uf a rnudel
can escape the usual certificatiun prucess.

A little—knt_rwn Italian marque which had substantial hacking
frum an enthusiastic industrialist. Tire real centre uf interest.
huwever. was the engine. which was uriginally a duhc fuur-
cylinder B50cc unit built by Ferrari (nu lessl in 195B. Giuttu
Birtrtarrini. designer uf the Ferrari GTCI. was respunsible fur
the chassis and Benune fur the hutly. Wlren it was first shcrwn
tu the public it carried nu badges. althuugh everytme knew
whu had made it. By 19151 Ferrari hatl decided nut tu pruceeci
further but tu hand uver the pruject tu the right penple: enter
the de Nura family.

I|\|||i, IQOO-OTI Prod: appruat 50-75. The Mille was
essentially a scaled-duwn 250GT with a tubular frame. cuil
spring and duuble wishbune frunt suspensiun and a live rear
aide. alsu un cuils. Disc brakes were un all fuur wheels
(unusual fur Italy at the time) and the Bertune budy was
L-_'1 ‘ |.,_.|l"i"'5i'T
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available as either a cuupe ur cabriulet. The 1051Iicc engine
produced 84bhp at t5B00rpm. bttt just délhfft turque at
5500rpm su althuugh it was the wurld’s must puwerful ruad
car fur its siae (it cuuld tup 115mph./’1B5kmh} it had a
decidedly peaky engine. By 1965. Furd 105E units were being
tweaked tu give similar nutput.



Ilellhur G1‘ sÀfllif, ‘I 966-67. Precl: see above.
The Iylille neyer seld in sufficient numhers te make meney,
it was yery t:I-tpensiye Fer the amttunt t'}f car and periermance
the custemer receiyed. In 1966 ASA tried again, this time
with a sis cylinder. 1.5-litre yersien ef the engine f there was
a lsiilhhp 17”5sicc yersien fer espert) and attempting te cut
cests hy haying the hedy made in fihreglass. Like the Mille,
it had a feur-speed transmissien with deuhle eyerdr-iyc hut
it tee feund few takers and the preject ielded in 1965'.

S IIDO (USA)
Built enly in 195*), this was a stnall and light fihreglass ceupe
using a tuned t lfitlhltpl 1.’.r~litrc dehc Alfa Remee engine and
feur-speed gearhes. Tep speed was claimed te he 15:?-ntplir’
Elikntlt (U-¿iltnph in (5.4 secends} hut its high price {_S"58'?5)
was against it.

_.¿--' |

The ‘I959 Asultlo
I550 AR-5

ASC [USA]
Made hy the American Ei~unrt:rtr!"£'_It'1mpany in the late 1980s,
the AI?-C McLaren was an epen feur-seater with ‘F.urepean*
styling (it seemed inspired hy the Mercedes-Hens ASUSLJ.
The cempany emphasised the iusurieus nature ef the
preduct, and yirtually any estra was ayailahle as an eptien,
se its sales literature stressed features such as steree speakers
in the head rests hut net speed er acceleratien. A 5-litre Ferd
‘JH engine dreye threugh either a fiye-speed manual gearhes
er a feur-speed autematic transmissien.

_ ml

ASE’: W90 Corvette Ill-I lenlurucl lowered windscreen

O [AUS]
This was a stylish 2+2 ceupe hedy en a 'y"W Beetle Àeerpan
which was launched in Sydney in 1958. Altheugh nething
was dene te eyerceme the inadequacies ef the hase yehicle,

ASHLEY

the engine was mildly tuned and the hedy was well-made
and trimmed. Net many mere than a deaen were made hefere
the preject cellapsed in 196i].
i - ~
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D (GB)
Beh Eggintens Autemetiye Systems Deyelepment ¿rst shewed
the Minim in 1984 as an advertisement fer the cempany which
rcsteres racing car.s and huild.s pretc-types. A tube and sheet
steel hacl-ch-ene chassis teek a mid-meunted Mini engine!’
gearhe:-t unit and a ¿breglass hedy which was entirely practical,
ifa little boxy. It was much admired asan henest piece efengineering
and puhlic ptes.surc saw limited productien. It remains availahle hut
the eempany has never pushecl it. ASD alsu prndueed the prototype
Trip-es iqyl and Maelstrem iqy}.

“-
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A-5D Minim, 1934

IIILEY (GB)
Keith Waddingten and Peter Pellandine Feunded Ashley
Laminates in 1954 te supply heclies fer Austin Seyen special
huilders and yery successful they were, selling eyer 500 shells.
Pellandine left te establish Falcen Shells, Pellandini and
Pelland tqy). In the late 1950s, ‘Waddingten tumed his
attentien te Ferd specials with equal success and in 1955
Ashley marketed its ewn ladder chassis with ceil spring
suspensien te take parts frem Ferd Ten dener cars and, ef
ceurse, an Ashley shell. Deyelepment ef the chassis allewed
ether engines te he fitted and ene huyer ¿tted a tuned MGA
unit which he claimed te he capable ef I5Ompl1, which made
him a line sheeter, a here, er a lunatic.

The E-ipertiya, introduced in 1962, was a last-ditch attempt
te reyerse a falling sales graph and was a mere practical
yariatien en the theme: it ceuld he heught in epen er clesed
ferms, with twe er feur seats. I11 the early 19605, a E{JI"[1l§]l]'1;1[i¿['1
ef the Sprite, Mini, MeT test, and an uptum in the ecenemy
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Ashley Sportive, ‘I962

hit the kit car market; it cellapsed almest eyemight in 19152.
with Ashley ameng the yictims.

That Ashley made a superier preduct may he gauged hy
the fact that. in l%+{J. Autecars Ltd ef Israel heught the rights
te an Ashley hedy fer its Sahra sperts car t'a.l-;.a. Reliant
Sahre} and in 1990. TA Deyeleptnents shewed a new
Certina-hased kit car hasetl en a lightly modified, hut
widened, Ashley shell.

‘IO A ll'l'l [GB]
An Asten Martin pretetype was huilt in 191-=1 hut preductien
did net hegin until 1932. Despite a series ef heautiful and
successful cars. Asten Martin neyer estahlished a seund
financial hasis. On the ether hand. the name has se much
charisma that there has always heen semehedy prepared te
saye it. In 1fJs't'F, fer esample. the tracter and gear magnate,
David Brewn. heught the firm fer .t-E-Ii}.i1iJil after seeing a small
ad in Hit’ Tft.rte.s. Hhertly afte1'wards he acquired Lagenda,
mainly te ehtain its new 2.(§i—litre straight sis which had heen
designed hy ‘ili»’.U. Bentley.

A series ef admirahle read cars fellewed supplemented
hy a cempetitien pregramme which was generally inept;
Asten Martins were designed fer the classic races hut spent
mest eftheir time running in British sprints. Despite that, in
1%-'1} Asten Martin wen at Le Mans {the field was the weakest
fer years] and wen the Wtrrlcl Sperts Car Champienship
(thanks. in the tnain. te the genius efF-tirling Mess). By 19?}!
the eempany was in the red te the tune ef £456,000 and Sir
Datlid Brest.-'n seld it te Cempany Deyelepments Ltd fer £100.
It was seen in treuhle ence tnere and was seld again in 19?‘§;
l9tltl saw it change hands ence mere; and 1985 saw a hrand
new majerity share helder. Finally, Ferd teek centrel in 1987',
a meye which enthusiasts yiewed with a misture ef
anticipatien and ansiety.

DB1 , ‘I 9'18-ID... Prod: 15. During the War, Claude Hill
laid eut a new he's-sectien chassis with trailing link frent
suspensien. a Iiye rear asle and ceil springs all reund. Desig-
nated the 'Atem‘ this was ¿tted with a pre-war pushred 2-litre
engine giying ‘J¿hhp and a pretty. if cenyentienal, feur-seater
aluminium hedy. It was underprrwererl and eyerweight, which

esplains why enly 15 were made, hut the petential ef the chassis
was demenstrated hy a stripped dewn twe-seater yersien with
which St _lehn Hersfall wen the 1948 Spa Esi-litnir race.
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UB1, '| 950-53. Peed: -ill). When the iil¿hhp Lagenda
engine was mated te the ‘Atern‘ chassis. and clethed in a
hedy ef timeless elegance, the result was the h-est car Asten
Martin has eyer made. In 1950 a DB2 came fifth at Le Mans
and shared the Indes ef Perfemrance. and then the cars scered
a 1-2-5 in class in the Teurist Trephy. A lightweight yersien
using the ll¿hhp "y*antage' engine came third at Le Mans in
1951 which, eyen ceunting the marque *s win in 1959. is surely
its ¿nest perfermance, fer the D112 was hasically a read car.
[IIB2s alse wen their class in the Mille Miglia in 1952 and
1953. Mest were made as ceup-es hut 49 were huilt as epen
cars. Heme early cars, used hy the werks team, ran with the
eld 2-litre engine, and seme had celumn gear changes.

_1

Minn Martin DB1

DB2/4 / DB2/ll-Mlltll, ‘I 953-55/' I 95$-59.Pred:
566.="199. By the end ef 1951 Asten Martin*s cempetitien efferts
were cencentrated en the UB5. an nut and eut spurts-racer
which, like mest pestwar Asten Martin cempetitien cars was



_ ASTONMARTIN

a censeryatiye design, ineptly managed. Censequently. the
DB2 was steed dewn as the cempany's main cempetitien teel
and was deyeleped te heceme a mere sephisticated read car.
Bodies, which had grewn an eccasienal rear seat. were huilt
hy H._]. Mulliner tall but Til were ceupesl, and the 2.6—litre
‘Vantage’ engine was standard until 1"~J*"‘.':-ii when it was replaced
hy a 15?hhp 5 litre unit.

b

DB if-ll lnl:-oval and ‘I95-b DB 2;‘-ll Mlrll [below]
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The Mkll yersien ef 1956 had a sharper rear wing line and
was ene ef the yery first cars te he made with a rear-epening
*hatch’. It ceuld alse he had in a netch-hack hard tep yersien
(Set madel as well as a drephead ta-i made}. witli a liitrllsltp
yersien ef the 5—litre engine tep speed was 12Un1ph.-»’19ilkn1li
with U-eO1nph achieyed in 11.1 secends.

DB2/1 Mklll, I 95?-SQ. Pre-cl: 551. A further reyisien
te a successful theme, the Ml-{Ill had a grill recalling the 131555
cempetitien car. It alse had frent disc hrakes. Early medels
ri -
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Astnn Marlin U521‘4 Mlrlll, ‘I95?

had 162hhp engines, with l7’t-lhhp units eptienal, hut in 1958
this went up te ll'lf_ll'Jl'1[), with l9".'ih-hp as an eptien. Acceleratien
was much impreyed and ether epti-: ms included an eyerdriye
er, perish the theught. autematic transmissien. Sellers placing

ady-ertisments eften call this car the Dhlll. which is misleading
fer the Dllfl was a sperts racer.

D535 iillll¿, '| Q55. P-red: 3. In 195st Asten Martin tried
running twe ceupe yersiens ef its DB55 sperts racer at Le
Mans hut they were slewer than the preyieus year's less
pewerful They had lewer drag hut lifted at speed and
nehedy in the werks was smart eneugh te find that eut hefere
the race. The be Mans cars were cenyerted hack te epen spec
hut later three ceupes were made fer read use.
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D535-:0-upé

QB‘, '| Q5‘-63. Prod: 1103. The first entirely new Asten
Martin read car made after Dayid Ii‘-rewn acquired the cempany.
the [T-Il3~"’i was huilt en a new chassis t with ceils and deuhle
wishhenes at the frent, ceils and liye axle at the rear}. and a
new dehc 5.7’—litre straight sis. which deliyered its ZsiÀltilip
threugh a new feur-speed gearhe:-t. Teuring ef Milan preyided
the hedy style and its Strtxrdtggtrrrr style ef censtnlctien, with
aluminium panels en a thin tuhular framewerk. lt was a huge
adyance yet retained the ilayc.-ur ef its predecessers. Tep speed
was ls’ilniphr’E.?I(ikml1, ti-¿tlmph ceuld he ctwerer.l in 8.’:-
secends ter hetter with the 2-¿elilip ‘Vantage’ eptien which
came in lilfil and. thanks te feur wheel disc hrakes. it was
quicker frem rest te the ten, and hack te rest than any car in
the werld. A cenyertihle was added in 1961 ta detachahle steel
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was Asten Martin net hurl Teuring body
hard tep was an eptienl and the knttrwledgeahle haye detected
fiye distinct series, which were net used hy the factery, and
were anyway miner facelifts. Mest desirahle ef all is ene ef the
E1’: cerwertihles made.



astow MARTIN

¿ll-GT, 1 960-63.. P1-ed: ‘I-'5. This was a DB4 Vantage
with Sin taken frem the wheelhase, twe seats enly. a lewer
reef line, faired-in headlights, and jltlllihp frem a twin-plug
versien ef the engine. A smaller car, it was lighter than the
standard DB-it. hut enly hy 1??-lli. It had ne eutstanding
cempetitien histery hut its read perfermance, l=t2|nphf
22f-ilenh and U-etltnplt in ii.-i secends, was a different matter.
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Fuirarl-in lnncllighls en the DBJGT

ZIQGIQ, '| Q6 '| -63- Fred: 19. l'-iew revered as
a great classic. thanks tea let ef hype, hut few penple theught
that the Zagate was particularly special in its day. hence few
were made. Its cempetitien career was net eutstanding even
in the hands ef the likes ef_|im Clark, hut 51-'ll‘ll't[1 in a read
car was net te he sniffed at. Altheugh it was ligltter thy 1Lli.lll?.I1
than the factery hedied DBr1iGT. at .?.ei)i1lh it was ne feather-
weight; sti ll, it had a mere slippery shape and l*Tif5r11phfE.-=ii§rkn1h
and U-¿tlmpli in ii-.1 secends were eutstanding figures at the
time—fer a read car.

DBJGTZOQIIIO

DB5, IQ‘:-55.. Fred: 1021. By the end ef 196,5 se
many miner changes had been made te the DB4 that it
deserved a new name. The faired-in headlights ef the last
DB-=‘ls were carried ever. and the DB5 had a 282bhp ii-litre
engine as standard. Frem tans. a j2’5l'il1p “vantage” versien
was effered, hut with an estra sisiÀlh lever the first DB4] the
additienal power was needed. All hut the earliest cars had
an all-syrlchre five-speed ZF gearhes save fer these whe
teek the three-speed autematic eptien. The cenvertible (125

 

made} received the name *‘v'elante‘, which then became
Asten's designatien fer its rag teps, and 12 cars were
cenverted inte sperting ‘sheeting hrakes‘ (net ‘estate cars‘,
perish the theughtl hy Hareld Radferd.
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Asten Martin DB5 Volunta

II , 19¢ -TO. Prod: 1753. The ret started te set in
with the DB6 as Asten Martins increasingly hecame high
speed carriages with a sperting ancestry; twelve years ef
censtant develepment had seen imprevements in lu:-tury but
hardly any in perfemtance. In the DB6 the wheelbase was
increased hy Zin te give mere reem fer the rear passengers
hut the chief e:-tternal difference was the bobbed tail, and
this actually gave a small increase in ma:-rimum speed.
Beneath the skin. hewever, the Sepenleggerrt method ef
censtructien was abandened and henceferward Asten
Martins had aluminium euter panels en steel inner panels.
Fewer and eptiens were as fer the DB5 hut with the additien
ef a limited slip differential and, after 196?, pewer steering.
The Mkll versien ef 196? had flared wheel arches and DB5
style wire wheels. Heme were fuel injected but teday these
are best aveided. Of the tetal, 140 were "lv'elante' rag teps
and sis were Radferd sheeting brakes.

DB6 lnlaevel end UB6 Volenln [below]

DB5, ‘I 961-13. Fred: B57. Built cencurrently with the
DB6, the new car had the elder medel’s chassis with an estra
inch in the wheelhase and sliiiin added te the frent and rear
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track. while rear suspensien was by a de Dien asle en ceil
springs. There were the same eptiens as en the DB6, and the
chief difference was the new hedy, styled by William Tewns,
which leeked very elegant with wire wheels hefere it started
te spreut wheel arches and speilers. Since Asten Martin was
racing a VB engine in a Team 1-iurtees Lela (in every race it
retired hefere David Hehhs. Surtees' partner, ceuld drivel, it
was net hard te deduce why the engine hay was se large.
Mest cars were fitted with autematic transmissien and three
sheeting hrakes were made.

nus was the lÀil silt-cylintler Asten Mm-tin

DIS VB lllnilell, ‘I 969-89. Pretliapprea: 2000. The
5.5-litre dehc ‘v'B engine arrived in 1969 and, taking a cue
frem Rells-lieyce. engine eutput was net disclesed ieducated
guesses have been made}. Fewer steering was standard en
all Vt-ls, and it was necessary hecause they were heavy cars
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I973 DB5 VB lnbwel end 195'? VB Vantage Vulrrnln lllelmvl

te drive and their dynamics were net wenderful. Even the
carburetter versien tepped lsi¿mphr’2351-rmh {t1—6Umph in 6.2
secends) hut mest had Besch fuel injectien (these engines

were estimated te deliver aheut ¿fiilbhpl; and the sijfllrlrp
"v'antage‘ did 17Un1pl1i’2?5kn1lt ii}-G¿rttplt in "iii secends]. The
‘DB' designatien was drepped after David Brewn seld the
cempany in 1‘)?2, thereafter the cars were knewn as ‘VB’,
‘Vantage (frem liJ?7, 520 made}. "Vcrlante‘ (frem I978. B00
made} and “v'e|ante Vantage‘ ifrem 1986. 115 made]. Frem
the early 19Bils, AM was hemeaning that it had lest directien
and sheuld be making a new DBs“i; we are still waiting.

Zllgllhl, I Q55-IT-. Fred: 50 + Z5 Velante. witlr cellecters
prepared te pay silly meney fer limited editien cars, Aste-n Martin
cemmi.s.siened Zagate te huild a new body en the Vantage
chassis. The result was ene ef the mest hideeus shapes ef recent
times which wags seen dubbed the ‘Asten Manin fiierrai. F-till,
there was a queue ef people prepared te pay ever the odds ter
an ugly tank with a chassis derived frem a 1950s design and a
let ef them humt their ¿ngers by deing se.

F -"-I-.

|.-.i-I-iii‘ '

-II§'

u:=_ ' J

Asten Marlin Vunluge Zugulo

Vlrrlge, ‘I 989 In present. Pre-cl: 5 per week. with
the Virage, stylists jehn Heffernan and Hen Greenley preved
that if yeu wish te create a car with stunning leeks, yeu de
net need te cemmissien an Italian studie whese best werk
was dene in the 1950s. Callaway Engineering ef Cennecticut
was respensible fer the feur-valve cylinder heads en the eld
VB and in the base ferm this meant Pi¿ilbhp, Z‘,-=it1lb.»’ft terque.
a tep speed ef 157mphf2E-Zkmh and the ability te sprint te
60mph in 6.8 secrmds. Un paper the hread mechanical layeut
was similar te the previeus cars hut, in fact, everything had
undergene subtle revisien. Dverall dimensiens were clese
te the previeus medel as well. but it was slightly narrewer
while having much impreve interier space. A twe seat
‘vielante versien was anneunced in 1990 and it was jeined
by a 2+2 early in 1991.
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Virago, 1990
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.0. {GB}
A shert-lived t 198%.-;"Sl kit car based en Ferd Certina cempen-
ents with 2+2 drephead budywerk.

'I'AlF)
A fibreglass ceupe with grill wing deers and a cheice ef
Panhard er Renault stilt-’ engines, made enly in 1958.

TS (ll
In 1961 Ferrari wen the ‘Wrrrltl Champienship with a Ferrari-
designed car fer the first time since l9SFi—ancl many ef the
senier persennel premptly left. The reasen was that Mr Ferrari
had been intent en recegnising an illegitimate sen and Mrs
Fenrari had retaliated by asserting herself in the werks. and had
irritated everyhedy. The dispute had been brewing fer seme
time and within days ef their leaving the defecters anneunced
that they weuld be werking fer a new censertium whese aim
was te heat Ferrari en the track and in the market place. The
196;?» ATS Fermiila 1 car was a ghastly mess, ene ef the mest
inept racing cars ever. and its appalling perfemiances did net
help the read crir.

IIUU GI, I 9‘3I“- Prod: 12. The werk ef Carle
Chiti, the ATS had a 2.5-litre sehc VB which preduced 210bhp
in read femi. Z+'1_5l"1l1[) fer cempetitien. This was meunted
amidships in a space frame and fed te a five-speed Celetti
gearbe:-t; in essence. it was a Ferrari Dine leng hefere the
Dine. It was a handseme car, with a hedy by Allemane. Tep
speed was claimed te he 16(lniphr’2SSknih but after the F1
car hecame the jeke ef the seasen few were prepared te
trust the read car. Ceunt ‘yelpi, ene ef the early ATS backers,
later attempted te revive the preject under the name
‘Serenissima'. and failed and a further attempt by Merene
Baldi in I970 was even mere disastreus.
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ATS ZSMGT, 19153

lllll . (USA end AUS)
Since 196?’, at least three cempanies, twe in America, ene in
Australia, have marketed cepies ef 1950s Auhum readsters

under the name ‘Auhum’. In additien there have been
numereus ether ‘Aubum‘ kit cars, made witheut hi~jacking
the eriginal makers name.
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Auburn are Spoatlshr by Culilurnirr Curlnrn Caoclr, WEI

IIIIO ICDN]
Feunded in 197? but new, apparently, defunct, Aurera made
a ‘turn key* Cehra cepy which had a space frame. fibreglass
body and 5-litre Ferd V8 engine.
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ll5'l'l (GB)
Feunded in 1905, Austin became a power in the industry with
the 1922 ‘Seven’ and, altheugh mest ef its preducts were dull,
after its merger with Menis in 1952 it became the deminant
partner in BMC, Britain‘s largest manufacturer. Other mergers
fellewed but, altheugh there were seme inspired decisiens
aleng the way (the Austin-I-Iealey 100 and the Mini), the
cempany was ill-managed and it began te slide in the late
19605. It threw away the sperts car market and preduced
terrible cars such as the Allegre. The name was drepped in
the late 19805 when it had heceme synenymeus with all that
was wreng with the British meter industry. Seme late Sprites
were badgecl ‘Austin* (see Austin-Healeyfl.

Mo W] 1 -53'! M 3800- ltt the

pestwar period, Austin suffered the preblems cemmen te the
rest ef the British meter industry. including restrictiens en the
heme market and shertage ef materials but, te its credit, it was
ready te try niche marketing. The Sheerline and Princess
limeusines, the A90 Atlantic, and the A40 Sports were all
esamples ef this. The A40 Sports used a Jensen-built laedy,
styled like a scaled-dewn Iritercepter, en the chrzlssis ef the A40
Derset saleen. There was a separate chassis with ceil spring
i.f.s., hydraulic brakes, arid a 50bhp twin carb versien ef the



feur-cyl inder 12iJ'0cc engine. Result: a car with ne perfennance.
ne handling, and few sales.
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Austin A40 Sports, I951

llS'l'l -III (GB)
The Denald Healey Meter De had been making small numbers
efsperts cars, which enjeyed a high reputatien, when, in 1952,
Healey ebtained a number ef Austin cempenents. Frem them
he huilt a twe-seater sperts car which he teek te jabbeke in
Belgium and recerded 11?rnph»*‘ 18Skinh. Then the car went
straight te Earls Ct.'JLl1'[ rind hecame the star ef the Lenden
Meter Shew. It was seen by Sir Leenard Lerd. managing
directer ef ll-MC. whe preinptly fell in leve with it. Lerd was
an autecrat whe did net hether with details like market
research—what he theught went, a style ef management
which ultimately did Bit-till ne geed at all. Further, Triumph
was shewing a pretetype which weuld heceme the T112, and
that leel-{ed as theugh it ceuld he a threat te l."vlCi which was
a liM(j ceinpany. There and then Lerd cencluded a deal with
Healey te take ever the design and te retain his cempany as
censiiltants en a leng—temi cnntract. A star was hem.

‘I 00/4 / I 00M, ‘I 953-56. Prod: BN1: 10,633; BN2:
2765; 100M: 1159. A 2.6—litre feur—cylinder Austin A90 engine,
a simple chassis, ceil spring and deuble wislib-ene frent
suspensien. and a live rear asle sprung en semi—elliptics—the

Austin-Henley I00 lnbuvel end IUUM [In-law]

AUSTIN-I-lEAl.EY

mechanical speci¿catien is erdinary, but the be-dy was ene ef
the leveliest. ever made. 'w'itli a tep speed ef abeut 10f5mph.f
l65kthh, an-;l [1-ifitlniplt in 10.5 secends. the 100x’-‘ii alse set new
perfemiance standards fer a relatively inei-tpensive mass-
preduced spt:rrts car and seen buyers (mestly American} were
queueing up te buy. The BN1 had three speeds, but everdrive
en the tep twe gears; the BN2, intreduced in 1955. had feur
speeds pliis everdrive tep; the 100M was a versien ef the BN2
with 110b-hp instead ef 90, twe-tene paint and detail me-ds.
The eiihnust system caused ei-tcessive ceckpit heat (never
curedl arid greiind clearance was peer. but semetimes yeu
have te stiffer fer style.

I QUE, I 95‘-5‘-t Prod: 55. A rare variant intended mainly
fer racirig with disc brakes frent and rear (the first preductien
car in the werld te have them), aluminium bedy panels, and a
152bhp engine with an alley cylinder head. Identity features
are leuvres and leather straps en the bennet. with
126m_t'ihf202kmh, and 0~60mph in 7.8 secends, there were net
many cars which ceuld live with it in a straight line but, like all
big *Herileys. the ceckpit was fairly cramped and it was a heavy
car te cl rive.

-ii" ‘ill _ ..|l—||-1-H]

The rurr: lÀÀii

‘I 00/6,. ‘I i956-59. Prerl: BN4: 10,259, an-t6= 4150. Styling
changes included an elliptical radiater grill and a henner sceep,
e:-rtemal deer handles appeared fer the first time and the
windscreen ne lenger felded flat. Twe estra inches in the
wheelbase helped impreve ceckpit space, and mest cars were
made with an er-rtra seat behind the driver. se the rare enes
are the straight twe-seaters. These made up te 1957' (BN4)

100,05 vrith lucltrvry lrurdiop

perfemied much less well than the 'Feur', hecause they were
heavier and the new 2.6-litre gave enly 102blip which
meant 102niphx’164kmh and 0—60niph in 12.9 secends. The
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Bhlfi, with 1l?l'Jl1p, saved the day: tep speed went up te
11liiipbr"1?Bknih and the (J-(i0inph time went dewn te 11.2
secends.

ll I, I P58-GI .. Fred: 43,999. The much-leved
‘Fregeye‘ wits simple, hasic rind net particularly quick, but it
was enennrius fun and filled the spet in the market which
lvI(3 vacated when it miived up-market. It made much use ef
Austin ASS cemp<inents (the engine was tuned te give -fi¿bhpjl
rind had unitary crinstructirin. It harely tepped t-l0mpha’ 130kmh
and 0-60niph te-ek 20.9 secends, but it wen hearts everywhere.
helped by its cheeky liiriks. Retractable headlights had been
planned hut were scrapped at the last mement fer being tee
cestly. There was ne time te te~style the brinnet, hence the
‘freg‘s eyes" which. with its railiatrir grille. gave it an endearing
smile. Other indicatiens that it was huilt te a price are the fact
the beet did net ripen and there were ne estemal deer handles.

FirilÀflililililt the rtrsa Spfile

3000,, I 95?-$8.. Pro-tl: Mltl: l3.650;Mkl1: 5450; Mkl]
Cenvcrtible: 61 15;, MkIII: 17,704. As the name suggests, this
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Austin-Hartley suun: Mlrl [top], sitar lmiclcllnl, Mlrlll them)

versien had a 5-litre engine, which gave 124hhp, and te cepe
with that, frent disc hrakes were titted, which was eddly late
censidering that the 100S had discs all reund in I954. The
Mkll ef1961, had a new gearhes, triple Slls and l52bhp. but
tune was difficult te maintain. In 1962, the hedy was subtly
re-jigged. the twe-seater eptien was drepped, the engine
reverted te twin S-Us and lest enly ene hhp; this was the Mkll
cenvertihle‘. The Mklll ef 1%} had l~'lBl)l"tp, serve-assisted
brakes, and a weeden facia; and was geed fer 121mph/’
19Skmh ('0—60mph in 9.8 secends .1. In 1964. radius reds replaced
the previeus Panhard re-d at the rear, which helped handling,
which was never the 'Healey‘s strring suit. The medel was aired
in 1968; the eflicial line was it was tee espensive te inedify
an aging car te meet [IS safety and emissien laws but the entry
en the abetted ‘400tl’ tells a different tale.

Sp:-he ll, I 961 - P1"'DlIl.t 31,665. In Mldi 11‘i1T1,Il'Iti' Sprite
was restyled with mere crinventjrinal, hut less individual, leeks,
and a beet which epened frem the eutside. Frent disc hrakes
were ¿tted and, in late 1962. the engine was enlarged te 1,098cc
which gave a useful 56bhp but it was still ne read humer:
85mphi’1fl+6lei1l1. 0-60inph in 1B.j secends. Like the Mkl, it had
detachable side screens and the deers had ne er-ttetnal handles,
hence ne lecks. The preductien figures suggests a drep in
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pepularity but the badge-engineered MG Midget rilme.st
deubled the everall ¿gure and, like the ‘Fregeye', it gave
theusands ef enthusiasts the chance te ewn a real sperts car.
Since, frir mest buyers, it was their sele transpert (net many
peeple then ceuld afferd te keep a fun car fer weekends]
detachable hardteps were a pepular eptien.

5|Il'|lI III, I §¿4-¿¿- Prod: 25,905. Basically this was
a mere civilised Mkll, with wind—up windews and ei-rtenial
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dnnr lncks. Handling was imprntred lw replacing the nriginal
quarter-elliptical rear springs {and radius rndsl with semi-
elliptics. which lncated the rear axle mnre securely. and there
was an estnt ¿hhp. With the Midi]. 9Untphf145lnnh was
possible. and the 0-(ail dash was dnwn tn the mid-teens. These
¿gures cnuld be beaten by many quite nrdinar}; salnnns. but
nn a winding rnad with the hnnd dnwn. and nne*s heart's desire
in the passenger seat. the Sprite gave mt-tny a ynung enthusiast
a finit taste nf paradise. By nne nf thnse ndd quirks nf the ‘classic
car" marl-tet. Sprites nnw have cachet hut the Triumph Spit¿re
actually nutsnld the Sprite and MG Midget cnmhined.

5|Il'|'l0 IV, V/Àlllflll , '| 955-59)’ I Q69-T‘ .
Prod: 14.350!’B443. The main difference was the 12?"5cc E¿bhp
engine. althnugh perfnrmance was enly fractinnally imprcrred.
A pennanentl}-' attached hnod replaced the rather etude ccwer
which had heen nn the Sprite frnm its inceptinn. The Mklf had
snme cnsntetic ‘imprtwements such as new trim. black sills and
Rn.sryle wheels. The ending nf the agreement with Healey led
the last 1022 cars tn he snld as ‘.-'-'tustins*. which was nnt a name
tn set the pulse racing. After l9?1. it was left tn the MG Midget
tn cnntinue the m0del’s life. which it did until 19?9. Of cnurse.
British Leyland cnuld have huilt a successnr. and kept the
cnnnectinn with Healey. hut its management had decided there
was nn ¿iture in sports cars. It was helped in its decisinn by
the fact that BL did nnt have a mndem engine in the pipeline
which ct iuld either take it intn the future. nr meet the LTS emissinn
laws which in-nmed nn the hnriann.
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Austin-Henley W, W66

I-HUD, '| 968- Prod: 3. Frnm 1964 Rnlls-Rnyce supplied
BMC. with the 4-litre engine which pnwered the Vanden Plas
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Auslin-Healey 4001}, I963. wilh I-ll pawn:

AUTC3B|Al\lCl-ll

R salnnn. Dnnald Healey huilt three prntntypes using this
engine as a pnssihle replacement fnr the 3000. The standard
car was cut dnwn the middle. and an estra sis inches were
added. and the grnund cleantnce was increased tn cnmply
with U.S. headlight law. The car inst nnne nf its lnnks but
gained in cnckpit space and. accnrding tn Healey. rnad
hnlding was imprnved. Rnlls-Rnyce essayed a dnhc cylinder
head which greatly imprnved the standard engine's l?‘5hhp.
sn a truly fabulnus car was within reach. It was all far tnn
gnod fnr British Leyland and a great line died.

IITEC (GB)
A late 19À[ls maker nf a faithful cnpy nf the jaguar C Type with
an aluminium body.

ll'|'ECl'I (I /J)
First shnwn in 1989. the Autech Zagatn Stelvin A21 was a 2+2
cnupé. There was a time when the name Zagatn was
synnnymnus with beauty but. in the 1980s. the nnce—great
styling hnuse had hecnme an emharrassment—-as if its styling
fnr Astcin Martin was nnt bad ennugh. Zagatn emphasised its
declining standards with the A211. Ugly heynnd belief. a snrry
mish—mash nf styling gimmicks. the car was hased nn the
platfnrm nf the 3-litre Nissan Lenpard. a car nu-m'tall"y avail-
ahle nnly nn the Japanese market. This had a 25ll1hp M6
turhncharged engine. MacPhensnn strut frnnt suspensinn. and
independent rear suspensinn by diagnnal arms and cnil springs.

Autech is the specialist cars divisinn nf Nissan and it enm-
missinned Zagatn and. presumably. apprnved the drawings.
Why Autech shnuld dn remains a mystery since. frnm the
mid—198(ls. l‘*~lissan’s in-hnuse styling deparmtent had shnwn
itself tn he pretty cnmpetent. This beast had a claimed tnp
speed nf 1S5rnph.»’25Àlnnh and U-60mph acceleratinn in 6.2
secnnds. These are cnmpetititre figures if nne is talking about
a Sierra Cnswnrth. hut here nne is tall-ting about a .£64.Eli'.l'[] car
with nn style nr prcwenance. It was prnmised tn limit
productinn nf the car tn just 203 examples but nne felt that
Autech wnuld never be pressured by that restrictinn.

AIITGBIANCIII (|]
Fnunded as 'Hianchi‘ by Ednardn Bianchi in 1899. Bianchi
mainly specialised in spnrts cars and sports salnnns (Nuvnlan
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Aubb-iunelai Stellinu. W64
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liar:-chin-n Special. ‘I965

nnce drnve nne in the Mille Miglial but the cnmpany never
hecame suiiiciently strnng tn survive setbacks. Productinn
ceased altngether between l".*.l.‘.l'.':1* ilÀd 1957' ‘wht:À. tinder Ilie
new name nf'Autnhianchi'. the cnmpany began tn make what
were essentially custnmised Fiats. Fiat ttink cnntrnl in 1965
and since then Autnbianchi has tnade 'a|temative' Fiats. mainly
fnr the hnme market and. quite nften. tn test ideas fnr the
parent cnmpany. Apart frnrn snme 'perfnm1ance* versinns nf
nrdinary cars. Autnhianchi nffered the 'Stellina'. a shnrt-lived
twn seat spnrts versinn nf the Fiat titl¿l in 1964. and the 1965
Bianchina was a cahrinlet based nn the Fiat 500. in 19?? the
cnntpany became asst iciated with Lancia and in 1990 made a
lusuty versinn nf the Lancia '1" ltl salnnn.

AIITOBLEIJ [F]
This cnnstnactnr built a pretty little cnupé based tin Renault
riC"v' running gear which was styled by Luigi Segre nf Ghia.
A cahrinlet fnllnwed in 1955. and in the satne year. Autnbleu
intrntluced a litia nn-bndied cnupe based nn Renault Fregate
ntnning gear with the engine tuned by Carin Abarth. After
making sti cars. the finn disappeared in 195?.
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The |1u:tr~|mginec| Auiobleu Cuupé. c1954

AUTO CRAFT ORTII .ST(USA)
in 1968 this Clregnn cnntpany made the Ml-till. as a kit nr a
limited editinn cnmplete car huilt tn custnmer’s individual

specificatinns. Twn basic variants were uffered. a rear-
engined car using the drive train nf the air-cnnled in-litre
flat-sis. Cnrvair. nr a mid—engined versinn which was nffered
with a chnice nf 5.2- nr 6.8-litre Chevrnlet ‘v-iii engines.

AUTO FOR (GB)
lntrnduced in 1987. the AF Spnrts was a kit car with a l.ntus-
style backbnne chassis. allrindependent suspensinn. a wide
range nf fnur cylinder engine nptinns. and an aluminium
bndy iwith GRP wings} in the style nf a l95Us spnrts car. A
large range nf engine nptinns was suggested. including the
'I'n~ynta and Fiat dnltc units. Depending nn the engine. up
tn l1’in1phr"1i~¿k1t1li was pnssible but. althnugh the car was
widely admired. the firm fnlded in 1'FJ‘9i].

_ TOKRAFT (GB)
Eirian Angliss’ Autnkraft cnmpany had included the restnratinn
nf AC Cnbnts amung its wide p-nrtfnlin nf wnrk. In l9irlt.}
Autt il-craft acquired the rights tn the AC name and in 198? became
inint partner. with Fnrd. in AC Cars Ltd. The cnmpany alsn
acquired all the nriginal jigs fnr the Clnbnt and. in 1985. was
given the right tn use the Cnbra name. which remains a Fnrd
trade mark. Autnkraft is thus the nnly licensed manufacturer nl
the AC Cnbra.

AC CI|II'lI ll , ‘I 98¢-|lI'iIlIllu Prod: approx 350
to the end of 1990. Hy using the nriginal iigs. Autncraft was
able tn cnntinue prnduetinn nf the Cnbra. and the chassis
speciftcatinn is the same as the Cnhra Mklll. Times change.
hnwever. and since the nriginal Mklll was in prnduetinn.
emissinn laws have stifled engine pnwer nutputs. The Mklv’
has had tn keep pace since mnst nf the prnduetinn gnes tn
America. In 1990. the Mkl'v’. which met all US safety and
emissinn laws. had a 22'_'iihhp '3-litre Fnrd "v'8 engine with
catalytic ennvertnr; this gave a 15-4mphf215kmlt maaimum
and t}-6iItmph in five secnnds. Snme cars. hnwever. have been
cnnverted by agents tn take the full—blnw1"t F’-litre engine
which restnres the brute fnrce nf the Shelby cars.

u'|_'o onus (5
First shnwn in 1986. the GMFSA SL cnupe was still being
readied fnr prnduetinn at the end nf 1990. A very sleek
fibreglass cnupe. which used the steel central sectinn nf the
Matra Mnrena. it had a mid-mnunted 20-Dbhp 2.5-litre Renault
V6 engine. as used in the Renault GTA. A tnp speed nf
15-1intph.*’2¢iSktttl1 was claimed. The cnmpany alsn had plans
fnr a versinn tn use a 2-litre fnur-cylinder engine.

AIITOMODA (USA)
In Italian. the name nf this cnmpany means 'Autnstyle'. and
it was nne nf a plethnra nf nut¿ts which spntng up in the
States in the late 1980s. hell—bent nn cnnverting a Pnntiac Fiern
intn snmething which might pass as an impnrt frnm Mndena.
In this case the cnnversinn was mnre cnmplicated than mnst



since Autnmnda cnnverted the base car intn a ‘Spyderl
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IITQ OTI D ll-0P _
Q5).
Maker nf the Allrrilllfl. a I934 fibreglass evncatinn nf the npen
tnpped Ferrari Dinn. with a frnnt-mnunted engine and Fnrd
Cnrtina nanning gear. Few were snld and the prnject was
snnn passed nn tn annther maker. AD alsn made a pnnr
quality cnpy nf the tjtilira 42? and supplied bndies and
chassis tn Gravetti tqvi.

AIITO-POWER [GB]
Mike Brnad’s Autn--Pnwer Services cnmpany annt 1-unced the
Magnum 42? in 198?. nlTering it cnmplete nr in kit fnrm.
Lnnsely based nn the Cc-bra 512?. and with sntne nutward
resemblance tn it. the Magnum specificatinn included a space
frame. jaguar suspensinn cnmpnnents and bntkes and a
single-skin plastic body shell.

I-ITO REPLI [E]
Maker. since 1981. nf the AR Si]. a cnpy nf the MG Tl) which.
despite the fact it is a 2+2. is fairly cnnvincing. due in nn
small pan tn having the right siae wheels and tyres. It has
cnil spring and wishbone frnnt suspensinn. a live rear asle.
a ?7bhp 1-1i5Bcc Seat engine. and a tnp speed nf Qtititpltr’
1451-tmh is claimed.
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All¿Àlouclshr. tats

IITOTII I (GB)
Maker since the mid-1930s nf the ‘Arist-neat’. a jaguarsbased
kit car with a fibreglass bndy which recalled the jaguar KR

AUTO UNIQN

Auiuhanu Arisiocul

spnrts cars nfthe Ii} ‘ids. but was seven inches wider tn accnrn-
tttndate the running gear nf the Hjti nr EH12. Willi mndern
ninning gear. it handled hetter. braked hetter. and was
quicker than the nriginal Pflisz in fact with the ‘v'l2 engine.
claimed perfnnnance figures were 1S2rnplt.»"'2~"iSkttilt and il-
nlfimph in 2.1 secnnds.

Aululune Gemini, 1983

Autntune alsn made the ‘Mirage. a Marcns Mantis lnnl-tali|~.'.e.
in 1iJi-iti but this Cnrtina-snurced car. which used a ttthular
backbnne chassis. appears tn have enjnyed nn better success
than the nriginal. in 1988 the cnmpany intrnduced the
‘Cit-ntini‘. a Fnrd iiscnrt Mk1."'2 based car with a fibreglass
bndy which was a near cnpy nf the Falcnn ‘Spnrts' bndy nf
the late l€F:-Os.

I-ITO ll IO (D)
A name fnr ever assnciated with a series nf astnnishing initi-

1---...__..
'-‘Ii.

rig.---' -In

lulu-Uninn IUDDSF. W60

engined Grand Pris cars in the 1950s. Autn Lininn cattte ahnut
with the merger. in 1952. nf Audi. IERW. Hnrch and
‘Wanderer. The factnries were all in Eastem Gennany and.
after the War. were natinnalised anti tnade cars under the



autnuwtow T

name 'lFA'. the blanket label fnr all East Gemian makers.
Twn fnnner D R115’ esecutives. htiwever. restaned prnduetinn
in West Gctmtanj.-' in 1‘~L1":-fl. using a pre-war DEW design. and
the Autn l'ni-nn ltltltl was a spnrts IJHW. In lÀlfifi the Audi
name was revived and DEW’ disappeared the fnllnwing year.

I 060 SF, I 958-65. Prod: 6640. This was a sp-(iris twn-
seater with a bt idy designed by Bauer nn a DEW lflfltl chassis.
It shared its parent's transverse leaf and lnwer wishhnne all-
independent suspensinn and frnnt wheel drive and had frnnt
disc hntkes frnm 1'?}(t5. The i~.1Hilct* three-cylinder twn-strnke
engine. which was alsn used by Saab. was tweaked tn give
SS)":-ltp. That was nnt much but it was acceptable at that
particular time and place.

(GB)
The A"v'A R1 was a kit car which appeared in 1512-in and was
nut nf the nrdinaty in that it had been designed in a wind
tunnel twith a claimed cd tift1.2":F:-1; its styling was similar tn
ct intempnrary tnajnr man ufacturers' ‘cnncept’ cars. and it had
frnnt wheel drive. Designed tn take a range nf engines. mainly
Fnrd. with a nntinnal 5t]-tlbhp. a trip speed nf lT*'tlntphr"Z?-’il<nih
was claimed. The A"v'A faded snnn after its arrival but late in
1990 the cnncept was revived. in its new guise. the chassis
and llnnrpan were ntade frnnt fa-IIR12 stainless steel sn the
fibreglass bndy panels were unstressed while pn-wer catne
frnm any Fnrd Escnrt hlkd engine. The revived marque was
snnn making its name in cnmpetitinn with the R1 RS ver.sinn.
which did away with details such as weather equipment.

"' ‘LI
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AVA KI, inh'0dl.|0ld in I936

I.l.O (BR)
Intrnduced in 1'§l?'t’i. the Avallnne was a reasnnably accurate
cnpy nf the MG TF which used lneally built Chevrnlet chassis
and running gear and a fibreglass bndy. In Braail. ‘Chevrnlet'
nften means F.urnpean GM cars such as the tltpelÀviatisltttll
range marketed under the Chevrnlet name. and in this case
the snurce car was the Chevette. Engine nptinns ranged frnm
a ¿illthp 1.-i-litre "fnur" up tn a 1St1bhp 2.5-litre 'sis' and the
cnmpany was still active in 19€Jt1.

. (GB)

A shnrt-lived cnupet tvsa-stn nriginally based nn a ‘v-“W Beetle
llnnrpan althnugh a versinn with Gulf GT1 running gear was

alsn made. The styling was nriginal and handsome. with hints
nf the Cnrvette Stingray and the Fnrd GT4[l.

Avunle carpi, 1934

TI II (USA)
After Studebaker clnsed its American branch in 1964. twn
enthusiastic dealers tnnk nver prnduetinn nf the Avanti
cnupe. An early (1%-6} imprnvement was the use nf a 5.5-
litre Chevrnlet engine ("T-.7"-litre in 1969} and Chevrnlet
engines have since been standard. Detail changes in the
specificatinn nccurretl as Federal laws required and in 1990
pnwer came frnm a 1?Sbhp fuel injected '5-litre engine driving
thrnugh a three-speed autnmatic transmissinn which meant
a tc.-p speed nf 118mphr’19Ukmh.

Annual prnduetinn reached 100 cars in 1968. the cnmpany

__»
.1? 1

-

l¿Àvursi-unoflhe
Avnniill

changed hands in 1982. made 2T6 cars in 1933 and. in 1985.
nffered a cnnvertihle versinn. Later that year the cnmpany
ceased trading but it was revived under new nwnership in
1986. A fnur-dnnr 'Tnuring Sedan’ nn a lnnger wheelbase
arrived in 1989.

OI (B)
This was a 194? prnject fnr a new sports car with all-
independent suspensinn ta Dubnnnet frnnt system and ruhher
springing at the rear}. Cnupe and salnnn variants were alsn
planned and if they had had the panache nf the twn seat
prntntype. they wnuld have been handsnme cars. The backers
claimed that the fnur-cylinder l95t1t:c engine that wnuld
prnduce ?0bhp. wnuld be snurced in Britain. but it is hard tn
put a name tn this prn¿le. It seems that nnly the prntntype
sports car was made.

The stil-bum I947
Avier
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flanks helped give if slack lines
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Above: Maserati’s MBGCS cycle-winged spyder. built in tiny numbers Right Sp-|:|in’s pestwar sports car. the Pegase. was an indulgence by the
19¢?-51. a cramped I952 twe-sealer with full-width bodywork. an-d this EHASA national camercial vehicle cnmpany and directer,-'designer
elegant ABGIICKID by Pinin Farina all used the same chassis. Wilfredo P Hi-cart. This Z1 DI has restrained Touring lines behind its
Early cars had a single ah: engine. this At5rG,/IUDD had a twin-cam ohc unit panderaus nase
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Lew Perspex screen and laclt at embellishments such es bumpers hint at the
centpeti¿ens intentions fur lh: Austin-ldedey 1005. Ihe bonnet strep is almest

anachrenistic. cl large fuel filer cap behind the ceclcpii was in character. as
werelhebunnetlewlesendtltenmissienafhaadnndsidescreens



(<35/Z/ill
In the late 19?t"ls Bill lladsey intrnduced the ‘Racing Eagle". a
twn-seat Targa-tnp spnrts car which seemed inspired by the
Fiat X1/’9 but was based nn HMC 111111/(131111) mnning gear.
Badsey fnund that the British market was nnt very receptive
tn the car {which apparently was very gnndl sn he retumed
tn his native Snuth Africa and set up prnduetinn there.

DI I (I)
ln 1'§l'-ii?’ Bandini built a spnrts car special using a tuned Fiat
5110 engine in a tubular frame and was snnn making small
numbers nf similar cars. By 19f-2 he was cnncentrating nn
the T“30cc class which was pnpular in ltaly. His cars had a
Fiat-derived engine with twin nverhead camshafts and frnnt
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Bandini T50

suspensinn by cnil springs and dnuble wishbnnes. llandini
enjnyed snme success in Italian racing the alsn made Tfttlcc
single seaters fnr a natinnal class) but the key tn espansinn
was success in America antl nn Fiat-based 'i'St1ct: car cnuld
cnmpete with Crnsley-based specials. Even Bandinis with
Crnsley engines cnultl nnt cnmpete since they were built
with rugged chassis fnr rnad racing whereas much SCCA
racing was nn airfield circuits. liandini snldiered nn until
1961 when he produced a frnnt-engined Fnrmula juninr
which was nbsnlete when the first drawings were tnade.

__(USA)
Shnrt-lived mid-1950s maker nf a simple ladder frame. which
wnuld take Fnrd suspensinn and which cnuld be mated tn

1-'

Bangert. W55.
evidently an "l:l|‘list"s
impression’.

BEAUJANGLE

an ill-favnured fibreglass budy which parndied liurnpean
spurts-racers.

b+h (D)
Frnm the early l'5l?t1s. Rainer lluchmann's b+h studin
specialised in custnmising cars tn individual requirements.
This wnrk ranged frnm special paint jnhs and interinrs tn
rewnrked bndies such as a ‘nntch hack’ versinn nf the Fnrsche
928- During 19?Br'9 the cntttpany built the CW51 l. a lusurinus
gull-wing mid-engined cnupé with styling inspired by the
esperimental Mercedes-Bena C111. ‘With a 57“5bhp 6.5-litre
Mercedes-Elena V8 engine. a tnp speed nf 21]-tlntplu’52i1kntlt
was claimed tt1=(1f.ln1pb in 4.5 secnndsl. It was made in very
small numbers. each tn special nrder. and the lsdera lmperatnr
(qvl was based nn the C‘-W51 1.

BBI. (GB)
 

A sltnn-lived fibreglass cnpy nf the Lambnrghini Cnuntach
which was marketed as the 'l—‘rimn* in the mid-1980s. The
design was nriginated by CiTD and used the satne space
frame as C-TD's cnpy nf the Fnrd E-Tali. usually with a Fnrd
'v'i-1 engine mated tn a Renault transasle.

B IIFOIID (GB)
Maker since the late l¿lt-ltls nf a 'nnstalgia' car. apparently
inspired by the Mercedes-liena SSH. with Fnrd Cnttina running
gear. Astnnishingly. a enntplete Mini budy shell is used as the
central .sectinn. disguised by a trunk shaped bnnt and by the
bnnnet panels.

' Beauhsrd rm. 5p0t
the Mini deers

BIAIIJANGLI (GB)
A Cam-Am style bady nn a shnrtened vvv Beetle chassis.
intrnduced 1l;J?2. Like many kit car prnjects it had a chequered
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B-eeujenple was VW Beelle hesed—even the heodlentps



BEAUJANGLE '

history and was last heard of in 198-1 in the hands of a new
maker.

BECK DE LOP I T (BR/USA)
This was a range of Porsche copies {S511 Spyder. Elli-"i Carrera
etc] on Beetle nrnning gear. The machines were built
in Braail as turn key cars for Clittt'k Beck tn sell in California
in the lljltlllls.

Beck 55llSpyder

LET (GB)
flne of the most famous names in motoring history. Bentley
was in deep financial trouble in 1‘~.l_’it1 and was taken over by
ittrlls-Rtryce. which marketed a new range as ‘The Silent
Sports tiar". After the Witt. the marque hecame a badge-
engineered Holler. the cltoice of ht rol-ties rather than (Jvvners.
bttt in the late lhll-ills it once more began tn assume an
independent identity. The name ‘Continental R‘ was revived
on a new model early in l'i.l".ll.

CilllillillllÀ ‘I 951-II. Prod: 207. The fastest
Grand Touring car of its day with a top speed of l20mphr"'
l";l"5kntlt. In some of lan Flemings books. blames Bond had
an even faster one. fitted with a "v'illiers supercharger {which
negated the warntnty 1. A Bentley R Type chassis ta.k.a. Rolls-
Royce Silver lllawniwas fitted with a ~i'5hf}ct* straight sis
t-"iSS'.?t"t‘ on later models} but the superb body by 11.]. Mulliner
made this car distinctive. lt was not a sports car but its
ltHJ+ntplt cruising speed made it the ultimate Grand Tourer:
you could drive from London to Monte Carlo and arrive fresh
enough to play the tables and the boot would hold a choice
of evening gowns for m'lady.

-1-

The inimitable Bentley Continental. admittedly net a sports ear

Bil ll (GB)
Berkeley of liiigglesvt-'at.le was Britain's leading maker of
cantvans in the 1'EF.-us. anti pioneered the use of fibreglass in

-iii
ii

Berkeley Bandit: enly lvve made

their construction. Laurie Bond was a maverick designer who.
apart frot'n his motorcycle engined Minicar. bad built a front
wheel drive fri.1t1cc F5 car without suspensinn {the fat but tiny
wheels. which were aircntft tail wheels. absorbed all the
forces} and would go on to build a fwd Formula junior car
with a fibreglass monocoque in 1"~)(i1. Berkeley built Bond's
idea of an econorrty sports car; followed it with a popular
three-wheeled version {some ZSUG were made}; then
commissioned _]ohn Tojeiro to design a Ford 1115-engined
replacement. the Bandit. This promising little car was almost
ready for production ttwo were made) when the caravan side
of the business took a dive and Berkeley folded.
Apprcotintately 2(}Lltl four-wheeled Berkeleys were made.

Of S, T QSO-OT, llIlI| ‘I QOT a A tiny. pretty. car
with fibreglass unitary construction and all-round independent
suspension. In line with Laurie Bond‘s general thinking. it had
front wheel drive via chains from a three-speed 'bo:rt on the
early models. with four speeds on later cars. The B60 had a
552cc Anzani engine and the B65 had a 52Scc Escelsior unit.
preferable because it was more powerful; botlt were air-cooled
two-stroke twins. It is not a coincidence that production was
suspended in IFJSB. the year that the Sprite appeared.

in ‘I
fl‘ _ -‘I. -I¿ —-r- _
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solid‘? natives

BQO, T Q5B-§9- Berkeley's answer to the Sprite came
either as a two or four-seater. This time the siE)2cc three-
cylinder version of the E:-tcelsior engine was used and
perfomtance was roughly the same as the baby ‘Healey. But
who wanted a tiny plastic car with a noisy two-stroke engine
when the Sprite was practical. had a great name. and could



' stutter

be serviced in any high street? incidentally. the type numbers
thtl. bi-. 901 indicated the claitned top speed.
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wsa Burlzelo-yB90
I Q /TO5, ‘IP59-OT. A fttnher up-date with up to
50bhp from the high compression version of the four-stroke
692cc‘ Royal Enfield '(Ionstellation' parallel twin. The chassis
coped very well with this large increment in power which
indicates that it was well conceived in the first place. The car
was distinguishable frotn its less powerful sisters by its large
rectangular grille and the fact it dispensed with the petspes.
headlight fairings. By the time Berkeley folded. ltrrvt-*ever. the
buying public had developed fairly sophisticated tastes.
largely thanks to the Sprite and Mini. and bought such cars
in preference to the much faster. but less comfortable. ‘large-
engined' Berkeleys.

Berkeley nvsms. tvsv

BERNAIIDIT (F)
Designed by Marcel "v’iolet. this was an unsuccessful attempt
to build a small. open. three seater just after the War. The
Bernardet had rakish lines and an original ‘oversquare'.
water-cooled. side-valve. four-cylinder engine of Biltlcc cast
from aluminium. This was mounted transversely and drove.
through the front wheels. via a four-speed gearbos set in an
independently-spmng chassis. If this sounds a little like the
Mini. it sltould be remembered that the transverse
engine,/’front wheel drive layout originated with DEW. it was
the gearbos in the sump which made the Mini distinctive.

The engine was enlarged to S-"it-lt‘t.' in ll)-"i? and. two years
later. was replaced by an air-cooled '?Stlcc two-stroke engine.
also built by Bernardet.

The project apparently had sound financial backing btrt
it is still uncertain how many Bentardets were made; and
the sttspicitrn lingers that there might just h.ave been a
constantly upntted prototype which was hawked around
motor shows in an effort to drum up interest in the project.

BIIJBIIIEIIII (D)
1n the late 19f?rfls this company made a small number of fibre-
glass coupes which used Porsche SSGB running gear. with
the engine tuned to give Tsbltp.

BEUTI. . (Cl-I)
‘Wlien Porsche was struggling to establish its factory between
1941-1 and 1951.1. it was helped in no small measure by Beutler.
a Swiss ctntcltbtriltling company. As a result. in 195?. llorsche
supplied Beutler with complete Type 556 chassis and these
were completed with a 2+2 two-door three l'rr.ot bt rtly and a
false radiator grill.

-#-
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Beutler-Baciedlauretlltipiter
The car looked like a cross between a Borgward Isabella

anti a Lagonda 5-litre antl it also used parts from the R-“W
Beetle and Hamiann tihia. Beutler made about ten a year.
and added a cabriolet version. 1‘,-JG] saw a revised nit)-del.
again in coupé and open fomts. this time reminiscent of a
Sunbeam Alpine. and Beutler also made a four-seat hard-top
coupe which retained the 556 nose. The bodies were heavy
and since the base model had only titlbhp perfor-mance was
not sparkling. About si:-rty Beutler specials were huilt in all.
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pros (est
The Mini engine..-‘transtttissitin ttnit has attntcted many
constructors btrt the problem all have found is the height of
the ltanp. If it is mounted at the front. its height causes
enormous problems in creating an attntctive style. tn 1‘:}hS
_lohn Houghton approached the problem by drawing a body
with bold lines. the slteer confidence of which carried the
style. and bringing in others to engineer the concept. The
prototype attracted a lot of favourable attention but the
originators were not geared up to co-p-e with the enthusiastic
response. and it took some time to get the concept right.
Although the Biota was built to he a road car tfour complete
cars were sold to Holland i. a specially prepared esample gave
its two drivers first and third overall in a British club hillclimb
championship in 1922. That did not help the cause. however.
and nor did the arrival of VAT in l'i1?.i; so few noticed when
the project folded in 1926 after .50 cars had been built.
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This was a 1'-}'l-ills kit car based on the Clan Crusader. and
engineered by Bob Luff. who was one of the luminaries of
the Clan project. Unlike the original two seater. the Birchall
McCoy was a 2+2 with front-rnounted Mini or Metro mnning
gear. and an estate version was also offered. In IEFEJU.
production of the range transferred to a new cotnpany.
Wynes tqvl.

Erich Bitter sold Frank Reisner‘s Intermeccanica cars in
Cremtany and he introduced Reisner to Ctpel. the upshot of
which was the Intermeccanica Indra tqvl. At the time Ctpel's
image was undergoing a change for the better and. in 19139.
the company produced a stylish eshibition car based on the
Opel Diplomat lloor pan. It was a hit at motor shows but
was not a pntctical production proposition. However. in
conjunction with Frua. the project was developed and the
show car which appeared in 1922 was both practical and
very pretty tit resembled the Maserati l'i'.hamsin which.
coincidentally. appeared at the satne timel.

Erich Bitter pressed Clpel to put the car into production
but Clpel was not prepared to do so under its own label. Cln
the other hand. the Chevrolet-engined Diplomat {there was
no ‘ifauahall equivalent) had been facing an uphill struggle
against Mercedes-Bent»: in the market place and with
unofficial help front Ctpel. Bitter was allowed to market the
car under his own banner.

The Bitter CD was a 2+2 fastback coupe with a pressed

steel body finalised anti built by a small Ct-nitttn
coachbuilder. Baur- Front suspension was by coil springs
and double wishbnnes. the de Dion rear asle was suspended
on coil springs and located by ntdius arttts and art A bnicket.
and disc brakes were fitted on all fottr wheels. Willi 25t1bhp
frotn its S_’r'i~"icc Chevrolet MS engine. a top speed n-f
1;’5i1rnpb.»"'21flkn1li was possible in-otltnph in 9.9 seconds) and
the car’s finish and level of trim matched its perfonuance
and stunning good looks.

Its price and the fact that Baur could not make more than
three bodies a week kept production figures down. but Bitter
soon established a niche in the market and -'tt1jl had been
bttilt by the time the model was replaced in 1€1'?9 by the SC.
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Bitter SC. an Opel Senator floor pan. I982
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The new car. also a 2+2 coupe. was based on the lloor pan
of the Opel Senator t"v'aus.hall Royale in Britain) with all-
independent suspension. a llzltllrltp :1-litre straight-sis‘. engine
and a choice of either automatictransmission or a five-speed
manual gearbos- In 19B5 Bitter offered an optional 21Uhhp
5.9-litre version of the engine which increased the ljlmph
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til the 5—litre car [H l—"t_’m"|plt Ejilktttit and retlttccd tlte ii-
hltttplt time til ten secnnds tn T-’.{i secttinitls. A cnnvertihle was
nllcrcd in l*:JH—t. then Bitter ltit financial prnhients and ceased
prtidttctitin l'nr a tirne.

The marque was res-'it'etl. and in 198? intrt::-tlttced the T1.-'pe
lll. a twn seat spnrts car httsetl nrt an Upel Ontega (aka
‘*r'aui-rltall Carltnni Ànnr pan which was snld in cnupe nr
ctinccrtihle l‘t}ITl’lI'-i. Frnnt stlspensirirt was hi}-' ii-lacl3'ltersr_in
struts. the independent rear was in-* cnil springs and trailing
anns. disc hrakes with Aliii were litteti all rnuntl and the 5-
litre straight sis delit-cred its 1?-thltp thrnugh a ¿ve-speed
rnanual gearhns. nr a fnur-speed autcintatic. ‘E-'itli the manual
gettrhcnt tnp speed was 1-i lriipli.--"RI-'kit1li 1' l5Ttiipli.-*"22f.ikn1h
with the autnrnatici. and {"1-¿littpli was achict-'ed in T»’.t?i
sectinds it"-l.~t secnnds witlt atttnmatic transrnissitinl. H}-' 199i}
()pcl's Etillilip tlnhc fnur calces per -L“}'llt‘|tZlt.‘l’ engine had
heen atlnptetl and this increased tnp speed tn 1*-i9tttph..--"'
léiill-antlt (nr liitiiiiplii-Eiiikittli with autnrnatic tntnsrnissinnl.

in typical ii-itter st}-'lc. the stantlartl elf Finish and trim was
tiutstanding and the cahrit:.~lct t--'ersit;rn was at-'ai|ahle with a
ltarcltnp. The l"sndies were httilt In-' it-"lagginnt in Turin. and
finished l1}-' Ste}-*r Puch in Austria. A lnng wheelhase fnur seat
cersinrt was intrti-(.lt1cer.l in l‘JH'1J.

lllll I (I)
Ginttn liht;-zttrrini wnrketl Fnr Allitt Rnttteti and Ferrari if where
he was respnnsihle fnr the .?Fi(iGTCIi hellnrc he estahlished
ltis nwn r.‘t".nnpan§.-' in lillfil. At first he untlertnnl~: suhcnntract
wnrk fnr nther ntakers. tnnst nnttthl';.-' [sn and Lanthnrghini.
His titrada ni' 1965 was l‘iasicall‘;.-' a lightweight twn seat Isn
Grifn. rnade with the perrnissinn hi‘ Isn. hut his stnall-engined
Ettrnpa til the lhllnwing year was a new departure as was
the t|nsuccessl'ul rnid-engined spurts racer. the F‘55H. A GT
censinn nf the 11558 was httilt fnr Isn httt was nnt pttt intn
prntluctinn. Despite ltacing nne nfthe tttnst wnnderful narnes
with which any nianufacturer has heen hlessed. his venture
ended in 1%‘) (mag.-'l'ie Hiinrarrini tlnesn't snund sci quick in
Italian]. iiiaaanini hecatne a freelance again and antnng his
later prniects were [1tl‘tI1'ItT}[}'[“J=l':.‘t~i fnr American Mntnrs and Isn.

SIHIIIII, ‘I 965-69. This was Eii.e:ran'ini*s versinn nf his
Isn Grilh A§5C—tlte rwn cars were ‘l--'i1‘[Ll£ill}-' identical hut the
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BLAKELY

1"-itrada was twcr —iUl_lllTi lighter. was lt.rwer ii}-' §.“_5irt. had skintpy
trirn and faired-in headlights. These are clues tn the real
dit't'erence. the .‘itntcla was intended fnr cntttpetitinn as weil as
the niad and had ¿¿¿lilip l'rnn1 its ‘i.='i-litre Cites-1' engine.
Lininnttnateljr. it fell hetween twn stnnls; it was nnt gnnd
ennugh tn he a cnnipetitinn car and tltnse whn wanted a rnad-
hurner preferred the Isn L'irift_":-. which was hetter equipped.
In the i.’!~iA it was snld as the Bit-1:-tarrini GT America.

IIIIIIIIII, 1 §GT-G§- Lnnking like a miniature iitrada. the
Eurnpa alsn Fell between twn stnnls. its Fihreglass hind},-' and
its chassis seemed intended fnr ccintpetiticin hut its unrnndilie-tl
l.9~|itre Opel engine produced nnly liÀhltp. That was
definitely nnt ennttgh fnr the .2‘.-litre class where Pnrsche and
Alfa Rnnten were active. The Flurnpa had a steel platfnnn
chassis with independent suspensinn all rnund lw cnil springs
and dnuhle wishhnnes. disc hrakes nn all fnur wheels. and
was t.‘lt1itTiL‘|‘Ll tn reach 12%-intph_r"2(F-niph. Intended tn hrnaden
Hi;n:arrini's ntndel range. it snld in tiny nunthers and its failure
hastened the rnarqtie's decline.
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Bizzunini Europa GT, I96?

BIS {GB}
Maker nfthe shnrt-iitred Mistral 2+2 gull wing cnupe annnunced
in 19%. A kit car. it used Fnrd C-nrtina running gear.

Bu El.Y_ [USA]
Fnundetl in i‘~J?E by David Blakeley. the cnrnpany first ntade
the "Bantam". a Fnrd Pintn-hased kit car using a space frante
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and an attractit-*c fihreglass l"II'-'_l'IE.l‘lt' recalling [‘À'Jlt_‘til lil¿iis spnrts
cars witltnttt heing tt specific t*tip}-'. This was fnllnwed lw an
itnprtn-'er.l rnndel. the ‘liearcat' in 1975. and the 'liearcat 1-i".
a liiiltttph car with a .1.j-litre Iiintn engine. in 1"~)?h. Iiy th.at
titne the nntt1pam.' was cnncentntting nn ‘turn key‘ cars.

B C (USA)
A l*.Fi.-1'. car frtitn (Ialifnrnia which ntated a twn—seat fihreglass
hnth.' tn a Singer 1’-ilitl chassis. [iii-1C stnnd fnr Hritish ivlntnr
tlartthe Hritish Ii-lntnr Cnrpnr:.ttinn had then nnt heen fnrmedi
wltich explains the apparentl';-,' ndd natne fnr a car snttrced
In,‘ the Hnntes Grrittp. (lriginally intended tn sell at a rate nf
~tllil ca rs a jt-ea r. the prniect act uall}.-' lasted nnly a few mnnths.

B WID)
in the l'FJ£tis liii-l‘t‘1i-"' made aern engines and ntntnrct.-'cles
hefnre heginning licensed prnduetinn nf the Austin Heeen in
l‘iJ'3‘i.l'. The ct 1~rnpan1r's first nrigirtal design arrh-‘ed in 19.5-1 and
twn rears later it estahlished its credentials with the 52-1-i.
which was ['}I't‘1-l".lt1l".ll'l.-' the best all-rnund spnrts car nf its dag.
After ltnstilities ceased. the firm's ntajnr plant in the East was
natinnalised and erentttallgr made the unlneed Wanlittrgs.
The i'*--lunich factnrg.-' sttrrieeti rnan}: calamities—at nne time
its main mndel was the lsetta huhhle car——httt in the mid-
l*)ntis the fnundatinns nf lii."1-'l‘~t'\'.-"'s present success were laid
with a series nf well—ntade small salnnns.

Ii}: the earl}; liJ?'t_is. Iii\'l"w' was making snme eerg.-* desirahle
salnnn cant which were ‘cert-' successful nn the race tracks.
and it alsn pinneered tttrhncltarging in Hurnpe with the lflfil
Turhn which ttITi'-.'er.l in li¿¿. just hefnre the energy crisis.
l"vl:.tn'3.* penple wnuld argtte fnr the ittclttsinn nf lib-1%’ i-Fifi! nf
lfl¿lil in a hrink nn spt irts cars hut. like_lagttat'. Hi"~'l‘t'Il-’ ltas alwajrs
heen ‘ct.-1'5; clear ahnut its nwn definitinn nf a spnrts car.

SUB, 'l 955-59. Prod: 413. iia-l¿t-'"s first pnstwar design was
a fnur-seater f.i'l' car at.-'ailahle as a cnupe nr t.‘nrt't-'et'lil?rle. The
shnn-lired _i1(ii-icc ‘*.-“H was fitted tn the 7?-U1 chassis which. in
tum. tlerhred frnm the pre-war _‘>2.(i chassis with tnrsinn har
springing all rnund and independent suspensinn at the frnnt.
He;-'lit1g was lw Ctittnt .-“tlhrecht [inerta and the prnject was
intendet.l tn annnunce that ta.-nit--' was hack in httsiness. and tn
eam precinus dnllars. The ct ilutnn gear shift was nnt quite in
keeping with the car's character and llfitriphi-" lH"'iknth tnp
speed. and nnlj.’ left hnnkers were made. hut the styling is
t ittteless.
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BMW SUE, W56

HUT, ‘I 956-59. Prod: 253. I'nder the skin. this was
l'iI't'J11{ll‘_l,-' the same as the *'it'i5 httt the wlteelhase was shnrtetted
lw llfiin and pnwer was tip frnm Hiihhp tn iiulaltp withnut
lnsing the e:-tcellent lnw-range tnrnue. (inert;-t was again
respnnsihle fnr the styling and this time he was less inhihitetl
-——lii‘*--1"~."£-"‘s first pnstwar twn seater lnnks equally gnnd as a
cnttpe nr as a rag tnp. Tnp speed was llsttttph.--"2{'liikmh {U-
hfltttplt in HE secnndsi httt a higher rear at-tle ratin was
availahle which wnttld allnw l_'i=itiipli_i--"' Z¿knili. There was
a flnnr gear change. and frnnt disc hrakes were fitted nn
snme late cars. The engine and gearhn:~t were alsn used in
the Lagt.t-Tall‘:-nt ‘America’.
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new are Spnrls, tear-

III , ‘I Q19-BU- Prod: 456. tlriginally intended as an nut
and nut ntcer. with a rnad versinn availahle tn htttnp up the
prnduetinn figures fnr hnmnlngatitin purpnses. the M1 fell
victim tn the cnntpan}-"s shift nf prinrities as it decided tn enter
F 1. March Engineering made a cnmpet it it }l"l versinn which was

new an had 1TTH'|p
a failure largely hecause as-rw' did nnt make ennugh cars tn
hnmnlngate it in the right categtirgr. f:itJ¿5EC|LltfÀ[l}¢' mnst nf its
cnmpetitin-n liisttirg was in the ‘Prn-('Ittr' series when Grand
Pri:-t tlrwena entenained the crnwds after f“l}.1lLll'(.li1‘}" qualifying.
lt was a fahulnus rnad car with a 2T?hhp dnhc fnur-ealees-
per-cylinder versinn nf lil*~-iii;-"s 5.=i-litre straight sht. mnunted
amidships in a space frame with independent sttspensinn all



 

rnuntl hy cnil springs and dnuhle wishhnnes. Styling was hy
Giugiarn. rendered in fihreglass. and tnp speed was
162mphf26Ukmh with ¿ilmph cnming up in 5.5 secnnds. Frnm
a cnrmnercial pnint uf yiew. the M1 was an eapensiye failure.
hut lucky nwners think differently.

I1, '| QBG-Q1 . The Z1 was nriginally huilt as a cnncept
car. hut puhlic demand saw Biy¿itif put it intn pruductiun. Under
the fihreglass skin was a mnnncnque nf steel and carhnn
cnmpnsites with MacPhersnn strut frunt suspensinn and BNIW’s
‘Z-axle’ wishhnne rear suspensinn. Pnwer came frnm a 1'?t]lalip
2.5-litre engine which prnpelled the Z1 up tn 156ntpha"21Hknth
with i]—6t)trtph in ?.‘;J secnnds. Mnst unusually. the dnnts slid
dnwn intn the shell fnr access—a rare eaample nf stew
emplnying a styling gimmick. It was hnnihly eapensiye in
markets such as Britain {the same mnney wnuld huy a Lntus
Elan Turhn atria! a TVH H51 where mnst cnmrttentatnrs fnund
its steering and response disappointing. the engine inadequate
and. all in all. rated the Z1 pnnr yalue fnr mnney.

Snme German tuners. hnweyer. put mnre muscle under
the hnnnet; Richard Hamman. fnr esample. wnuld effect a
transplant nf the 51‘ihhp 5.5-litre M5 engine. Late in 1990.
Blyfw annnunced that it wnuld cease prnduetinn in 1991 when
80110 e:-tamples had heen cnmpleted.
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BOCAR (USA)
Hnh Games nf Denyer. Cnlnradn. dreamed nf heing a tnp-
nntch sports car manufacturer. After a numher nf false starts
(nr prntntypes if nne wants tn he kind) he annnunced the
1-{P--*-‘i. which had strange styling and unpredictahle handling.
A replacement. the lift’-ti nf 19551. was hetter all rnund. hut
Cames neyer made the hig hreakthrnugh.

Althnugh the XI“--ii spun like a tnp when leaned nn. Cames
retained the shnrt t9tIIin1 wheelhase fnr his replacement. hut
mnderated the handling hy replacing the Mercury V8 with the
much lighter Cheyrnlet Cnryette engine and using Hunis-style
beam suspensinn and trailing tnrsinn hars. Quite a pretty car.
it came in npen nr cnupé fnrms and 12 were made. it perfnn"ned
reasnnahly well in cnmpetitinn withnut heing a winner.

Eincar’s secnnd and last year nf prndttctinn. 1960. saw the
X1-’-ti which was hasically an X1’-5 with 14in added tn the
wheelhase and a supercharger added tn the "y'ette engine
bnnsting nutput tn ¢iCtt]hhp. Apparently it handled reasnnahly
well while acceleratinn was phennmenal with 1.?.timph cnming
up in 16 secnnds nn its way tn a 1?t"imphf2?5kmh masimum.
The price tag nf $1l.7'(1tl litnited its market. hnweyer. and

_ RENE snnntt

few were snld. Carnes' swansnng was an nut and nut spurts-
racer called the ‘F-tilettn'. which was nn mnre successful than
the nther cars.

noun: tusg
A mid-engined cnupe. the Can-Am 1 had a 5.?-litre Fnrd V8
engine. it was annuunced in 19159 hut it is dnuhtful if any
were snld.

no|.w:|.|. 1%
This is nne Austntlian specialist car maker which nearly made
it. fnr the prnducts nf the lrlnlwell hrnt hers wnn wide-spread
adrrtiratin-n fnr their style and engineering. One nf the
hrnthers‘ early successes was with a kit car. the Mk 7'. which
was a hasic spnns car with Hnlclen cnmpnnents in a space
frame. ahnut fnur hundred were snld hetween 19ft? and l'*)'?2.

tar: B-olwell Nuguri
This was fnllnwed hy the Nagari which was an altngether

mnre amhitinus prnject and was snld as a tum key car. It
used Fnrd Falcnn mechanicals t~'i.9-litre V8'l in a haclthnne
chassis. tnpped with a stunning fihreglass hndy which was
availahle in GT fnmi nr as an npen twn-seater. With a ti-
(1-tlmpli time nf a shade nyer seyen secnnds. a tnp speed nf
15Dtnphr"21Uknth. and rnad hnlding tn match. the Nagari was
a deseryed success. Plans tn sell it in Arnerica were thwarted
hy L75 emissinn and safety laws [including headlight height}.
Similar laws in Australia did nnt help and prnduetinn ended
in 1‘-JTT4 after ahnut lsiti had heen made. Later the cnmpany
turned its attentinn tn industrial fihreglass prnducts thnugh
the lkara. a small spnns car using a mid-mnunted ‘Willi’ t';inlf
engine. was shnwn in 19?9—nniy ten kits were snld.

nnt! BONNET in
The partnership hetween Rene Iilnnnet and Charles Deutsch
which had heen sn successful when they were in hamess as
D15 trp-'1 came tn an end in 19131: Deutsclt went nn tn hecnme
a successful engineering cnnsultant while Bnnnet cnntinued
tn make cars. hut under his nwn name. Hnnnet's neat little
mid~engined Djet cnupe used Renault cnmpnnents and was
grand ennugh tn win its class at Le Mans in 1962 and 1-ass.
The Diet was nne nf the yery first tnid-engined rnad cars; it
has snmetimes errnnenusly heen cnmpared tn the Alpine-
itenault. hut that was nazrr-engined and. anyway. the thinking
heltind the car was recngnisahly D11. There was a tuhular
hackhnne chassis with independent suspensinn all rnund hy
cc:-ii springs and dnuhle wishhnnes and there were disc
hrakes nn all fnur wheels. It was clnthed in a yery pretty anti
slippery fihreglass bndy and kerh weight was just 15511111.



RENE BONNET

The usual engine was a Titlliltp 1 lU(Jcc unit hut there was a
i¿lilip ¿tirtlini‘ uptiun. ‘wiitlt the standard unit. the car cnttld
reach the tnn and return eitcellent fuel ecnnnmy. Tn keep
duwn weight. frills such as snund ahsnrptinn material were
ignured and that eitplains why mnre cars were used fur
cnmpetitinn than everyday mntnring.

The firm tttade twn nther tnndels. the ‘Le Mans‘ and the
"Missile". hut neither eniuyed the pnpularity ufthe Diet. heing
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tamer and suld largely as rnad cars. Hnth alsn used Renault
cumpunents hut were frnnt engined and had frunt wheel
drive. Engine nptinns nn these ntnged frnm HiÀcc tn 11t.1Ucc
and these cars had disc hrakes nnly nn the frunt wheels.

Hnnnet alsn made snme F2 and prntntype spurts cars
which received hacking frum Renault. when these prnved
unsuccessful. Renault withdrew its spnnsnrship which left
Bnnnet in sume difficulty. In 1964. Engins Matra. an aeru-
space cnmpany set nn expanding intn a new field. tnnk nver
Bnnnet and the cars were marketed under the name 'Matra-
Eiunnet‘. The frnnt-engined cars did nnt last lnng and
prnduetinn centred un the Diet. The 1966 mudel had an
engine with a hemispherical cylinder head and was capable
nf 109mplv'1?Skmh. The fnllnwing year saw a 12S'5cc 1U5hhp
versinn as well as a new 2+2. cuupé which use a Gt;"1‘1'1"1I=t1't
Fnrd ‘via engine. In the same year. Matra intrncluced its new
"550" spurts cnupe and the Diet was drnpped in 1963. and
with it went the name 'Bnnnet‘.

--ml-‘I1:

BO D (Di
In the 1950s. Bnrgward nccupied a place in the German car
market rnughly similar tn Audi's tnday hut it was ultimately
destruyed hy Carl Horgward. an autncrat whu had created the
cnmpany yet did nnt knnw when tn change his style nf
management. In 195? Hnrgward uffered a 2+2 cnupé. and
cahrinlet. hased nn the lsahella salnnn. with a 1.5-litre engine.
unitary cnnstructiun. and a 9‘5n1phf153kmh tup speed. Legend
has it that the car was huilt tn prevent Frau Burgward frnm

huying a V11?’ tiamiann Gltia. which perfectly illustrates Hen
Hurgward‘s apprnach tn httilding cars. The cumpany alsn made
snme fine spnrts-racers. which never ful¿lled their pntential
due tn the lack nfa prnper prngramme. and an advanced duhc
engine which was successful in Fumtula 2 in 1959. The Bnrgward
grnup cnllapsed in 1961.
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Burgwnrd Isabella Coupé. I958

BGSC I (RA)
In 19?.?.. an Argentine racing driver called Bnschi signed an
agreement with Lntus tn make the Seven under licence. and
these eaamples nf the Lntus Seven Series III were actually
hadged and snld as Lntuses. Cline cuuld say. therefure. that
there was nn such thing as a Bnschi. hut hnw else dues nne
list an uhscure Argentine nff-shuut nf Lntus? Fur the first year
nf prnduetinn. the 1.6-litre Fiat 125 engine was used hut then
was replaced hy a 1.5-litre Dndge unit {the Hillman Avenger
engine in Britain).

A kit car launched in 191-11. this was a cnpy uf the Cuhra 289
largely snurced frnm the MGB. A versinn with a Ruver VB
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engine was alsn uffered and a Vulvu-engined versinn was
made in Denmark under the name Summer Ctscar ttivi. BRA
intrudttced a 2+2 ‘traditiunal' spurts car tstyled afterthe 195115
MG Midgets} in 1984 and that year alsu prnduced a cnpy uf
the Cuhra 427". The cnmpany was still active in 19911.

!_3".$ ll?!
A 1980s mndifier and custnmiser nf Mercedes-Bena mndels.
including the SUUSL. In that case Hrahus cuuld supply a D—
litre versiun which produced mnre than *'1l:l‘Ell1l1{) and tnnk the
car‘s tup speed tn ahuttt 1?Utttpht'2?Sktttl1.

__ LEY (USA)
Bradley was a successful American kit car manufacturer
hetween 1972 and 191-12. The first car was a gull-wing cuupe
hased un Vii’ ntnning gear which was nuted fur its ease uf
assemhly. and 1.600 were made in the cntnpany's first fuur
years. By 1981 it had diversified intu ‘~»’"W-lfiased mndels nn
the lines uf the MG TD. 1955 Thunderhird. and Mercedes-
Bena SS and 511011. Cif special interest is the fact that Bradley
uffered sume uf its kits with electric puwer.

Bro|:leyGTwa:V'W
laasad

B Cl(I.I (USA/CDN]
The stury c:-f Malcnlm Bricklin’s car ttncannily parallels that uf
the later DeLurean. An ace American salesman cnnceives a
wedge—shaped ‘safety’ spnns car with gullswing dn-nrs and a
rut-resistant budy. He etnharks un a high pru¿le puhlicity drive
and persuades a fureign gnvemment tn put up the mnney tn
:'—~| fq
. 1;:__________.
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Bricltlin 5V-I at WT5 Ganava Shaw

pruduce it and the gnvemment tin this case that uf New
Brunswick. Canada) dues sn in nrder tu hring empluyment tn
a depressed area. The resulting car is very well received when

BFEICKLIN

shnwn as an eshihitinn mndel. and the advance nrder hunk
is prnmising. httt the first pruductiun versinns are almnst
unsaleahle. This is partly dtte tn the cnmplesity nf the
uutstanding sales feature. the gull-wing dnnrs. partly due tn
pnnr pruductiun engineering. and partly due tn the fact that
the newly recruited wnrkers ltave nu previnus esperience nf
tlte mutt tr industry.

Fly the time the car hits the market. it cnsts significantly
mnre than its prniected price tag. which means that the
pruductiun target will never he met. Furtlter. hecause nf the
cnmple:-tily uf the design. and in particular the prnhlem nf
adiusting the duurs. lahuur cnsts rise and each car has sn many
faults tn he recti¿ed hefure they are saleahle that the cnmpany
luses tnuney nn each une. Althuttglt hailed hy the press in
prntntype funn. the disappuinting quality plus hun'nr sturies
ahnut the uccupants heing trapped in the car when the dn-urs
refuse tn npen tin the Bricklin's case. they were electrically
uperatedl. kill the car‘s slender chance uf survival. Befnre lung
cars are heing heavily diseuunted and the entrepreneur
requests mnre mnney frum the gnvemment hut. rather than
thrnw guud mnney after had. this is refused and a year ur sn
after the car is launched. it is dead.

The guvernment luses a great deal nf mnney t$2.'_i.tJtJ-0.1.1111]
in the case uf the Bricklin} and the vvurkers whnm the pruiect
is suppused tu help are made redundant. There are ufficial
enquiries and it emerges that the principal player has a histnry
uf unsatisfactnry husiness practice thut he is unscathed and
huttnces hack in nther husinesses}. Later. the cars hecnme
a curiuus cult amung cullectnrs.

It is astnnishing. hut all these facts were cnmmnn tn huth
the Bricklin S1-#1 and the DeLurean DMC-2. Bricklin. ltnwever.
was persnnally hankrupted and nuhndy was ahle tu film him
with packets uf funny puwder. Further. the SV-1 was a much
hetter cuncept. it was designed tn sell nn integrity. and
apparently un the rnad it was snmething like a cruss hetween
a jaguar E Type and a Chevrulet Curvette. In additiun. the
Bricklin‘s pruductiun target was realistic since there was very
little nn uffer in its pruiected niche whereas the DeI.nrean was
taking un the new generatinn uf frnnt-engined Fnrsches.

Later Malcnlm Bricklin hegan tn impnrt the Bertuner’Fiat
S129 and the Pininfa.rina Spyder tfumierly the Fiat 12-it Spun '1
and. in 191-15 he fuunded Gluhal Mntnrs which impurted Yugu
cars. In a curiuus twist tn the stury. he snld C-lnhal Mntnrs early
in 1988 and within a few mnnths G lnhal Mntnrs tqvi annuunced
that it was guing tu huild a new 'intematiunal' spurts car.

SVII 'I , ‘I 911 Prod: 780. The S"v’~1 really did have
strung claims tn heing a safely spurts car: nut unly was the
separate chassis very strung hut there was a steel cage aruund
the cnckpit and hehind the integral frnnt humpers were
pneumatic rant.s tu ahsurh impact. Elf cnurse. these features
cuuld he negated hy the gull-wing dnurs—u-ccupants cuuld he
trapped if the car invened. ur if the hattery failed—hut there
were instances uf penple surviving very heavy crashes withuttt
a scratch. Many nf the teething truuhles stemmed frnm the
material used tu cunstruct the hndy which. unusually. was nf
acrylic resin hacked hy ¿breglass. It was prune tn crack and
ahnut 25 per cent nf all panels had tu he rejected.

Fnr the rest. it was a fairly cunventiunal car with frnnt
suspensiun hy cuil springs and dnuhle wishhnnes. a live rear
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asle was suspended nn semi-elliptic springs. and there were
frnnt disc hrakes. 19?-1 cars had a 1.51-litre American Mntnrs
151-1 engine which tlelivereti its 22fll1hpthrnugh a Chrysler ft1ur-
speetl manual gearhns it-"iii madei ur the t11t1re usual
tntnsmissinn was a.three-speed autt1tttatic. Witlt either methntl
t1f ittggling the ct1gs. tnp speed was 122t11plt.t"l'€1S-knth with 11-
('1t1n1pl1 in HS set-nt1tl tmanuall nr ‘-1.1 sect1ntls tautumatici.

‘VI I ,1 I Q15 BOIIOL l-‘rnd: 21 1?". Althnugh there was a *1'?.>1T*'t'1'
n1t 1-tlel. this refers tt1 ‘mndel year‘ as Bricklin went intu receivership
in S-eptemher 1921. After the 1921 n1t1tlel year. the manual gearhuit
nptit 11"! was tlruppetl antl l1t1tl1 engines and trartsmissinns were
supplied 11y Fnrd. The new =.-?12ct- ‘W-1 pruduced unly lT='s'ihhp.
antl less turque. l1ut n1a1timun1 nutput in l1t1th areas can1e n1uch
lt1vver in the rev range. sn althuugh tt 1p speed was slightly duwn
at 111-1mpl1/"1901-u1111. the ti-tititnplt dash time imprnved tn 9.5
sect1nd.s.

BlllGl'l'l'\VI'lE I. (GB)
Originally a huild-up specialist and an agent ft1r Sheldnnhurst.
when the latter went intt1 liuuidatinn in 1956. Brightwheel
tnnk t1ver the Sheldnnhurst tlnhra prniect. the chassis fnr
which were made hy the Rickman l1rnthers. Fnrd Granada
suspensiun was used and the Granatla ‘J11 was the favnured
pt iwerplant. althuugh t1tl1er units were availal1le. Brightwheel
was granted Gem1an T1 Ev’ apprnval. eapurted tum key cars
tt1 Ettrt1pe. and alst1 made a cnpy t1f the Latttl1urgl1ini
flnuntach. The cnnipany cullapsetl in 1511-11:1 l1ut the ‘Cul1ra'
was revived as the Cnhretti ttiv1.

nlusso u a._|.o-rz (F)
This cumpany tnade a speciality nf mndifying the Renault
+"iC"v’ and. in 195?. uffered a twnr'three seat t1pen car with a
fihreglass hndy t1n a 4121-’ flnur pan. ‘v'ery few were made
and the prniect was tlead within the year.

lien-aul1'-la-used
— Brissannaau It 1.01:,

195?'-..,..-I""

B ISTOI. (GB)
The t1rigins uf this ctm1pany were in a partnership hetween
the Bristul Aircraft Cnmpany and AFN Ltd. maker nf Fraaer
it-lash cars and the pres-war BMW ctmcessinnaire in Britain.
_Iust after the War Bristul tt1t1k pt1sses.sinn nf a nutnl1er nf
BMW designs as war reparatitms. A ctmflict nf philnsuphy
split the partnership and AFN resumed Fraaer Nash
prt1tluctinn using Bristul engines. By 19611 prnhlems in the
aircraft industry meant the mtmey was nnt availahle tn huild
a prnpnsed tlt1hc 5.6-‘,1-litre engine antl the car cnmpany
hecame a private cuncem t1wnetl l1y Sir Geurge White whu.
as chairman t1f Bristul Aircraft. had heen partly respunsible
ft1r creating it. Tnny Crnnk. whn was asst1ciated with Bristul

frntn its earliest days. l1et‘atne a t1iret'tnr at1tl. it1 191111. a
partner. He has since l1et.‘nme the prnprietnr antl 11as
enncentnttetl t1n Americansenginetl 'l1t|.sinessmen's
e1tpresses'. a line which l1egan in 19112.

00., 1 Q‘?-5°-1 Pro-t1:7t1t1. The --it1t1'sl1t11t—set"tit1n chassis
derived frt1n1 lilvt‘-it-’ 52(1. its alttntinium l1ntly was 11asetl nn the
aiaw 52?.--"1111. and the si1t—cylinder 1'5‘-‘Tit-t' cruss-pushrt1tl
engine can1e frt1n1 the 1111-"F11? 5.-EH. Hnwevt.-r. all the t-letttents
went thruugh 1-1ristnl's drawing nffice which sttl1stittttetl British
thread si:.tes and made nther minnr adiustments. wltile the
wl1t1le car shnwed the 11-enefits t1f 11ristnl's aircraft-tittality
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I100, the first Bristol

engineering. As pru-tlttcetl hy Hristnl. the engine was untler-
pnweretl with t1nly 1-itil1hp tit was regarded hy 1111-11111 as
t1l1st1lete 1. AFT“-1 wanted tt1 use a 2.1-litre dnl1cstntightsi1t 11111111-'
had nn the stt1cks. t1r at least tweak the .1211 unit tt1 give 12t1l1hp.
a fundamental difference which caused the split. Early -it]-Us
had three SLT carhttretters tst1n1e very early ertamples had tmly
t1ne carhuretteri l1ttt these were st1t in replaced 11y three St 1le1t
carl1s. The +1111 had :.t tt 1p speed uf tmly E1-itnplt.--"'1=i1kt1111 l1ttt
had ertcellent handling and nne finished ljth frum 51.131 starters
in the 1911111 Mille Miglia.

Fininfarina stanetl a trentl when it created a handsume
cahrinlet l1nt1y ft1r the -11111. antl 1? eitamples were matle.

4-BI, ‘I94-B-52.. Prod: 651}. Intrnduced at the 19-it-1
Ltmdnn Mt1tt1r Sltnw anti at first ft 1r espnn nnly. the ~11] 1 retained
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the chassis antl ntnning gear nf the -111111 with its tntnsverse leaf
i.f.s. and strlid rear arde suspended t1n tnrsinn hars. Althnugh
Can-naaeria Superleggera Ttruring is nften cretlitetl with the
styling. in fact it prnvided unly the hase tlesign {which anyway
had sunre similarity tu the Farina-hndietl -111111 and the ¿nal
shape was arrived at hy Dudley Hnl1hs after cnnsiderahle wtrrk
in Bristt1l's wind tunnel. strmething t1f a nnvelty in 19-1B. Hnhhs‘
wnrk included ct1ntt1ur-hugging humpers and flush press-
l1uttt1n tlt1t1r ltrcks while Tnuring's main cuntril1utit1n was the
Srr-per-ieggern t-trnstntctinn. which it pinneered. Apan frum a
mnre mndem appearance. the 41111 was mttch rutrmier than the
-1111] while the weight was cnn1pantl1le.

I-B2, ‘I 94B-5°- Prod: 20. Anntrunced at the same time
as the -1111. the same cnmments apply tn this clnse—ct1upled
ft1ttr-seater ca11riulet. althtrugh the chassis frame was slightly
lengtl1ened tt1 re—lt1cate the fuel tank. Witlt the huud stnwed
the -"'ilI12's lines were erttremely elegant l1ttt when it was raised
it gave the car a distinctly Teuttrnic ltrtrk wl1icl1 ill l1ecame an
essentially Italianate style.
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Brislal 4112.. aaisriolet sister af I'l1e 401

I-BB, '| ’53-55- Prod: 31111. An inrprnved -1111 and the
car which Bristul cuuld have built five years earlier. Despite
a new crankshaft. camshaft and larger valves. the engine still
gave nnly ltfitlhhp. which was a lung way shurt nf its potential.
A frnnt anti-rnll l1ar and Alfin hrake drums cumpleted the
pint but falling prtrductinn figures tell their nwn stury. The
main ertternal difference tn -1111 was the silveretl radiatnr grill
and the few ertamples r11at1e in 1911 had 1USl1i1p engines.
like the sit)-ii antl 4115.
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Bristul 403 llael-rindl and the exquisite 4011

I-O4, 1953-55. Prod: 40. Built nn the same shurt
wheell1ase as the Arntrlt-Bristtrls. the -1011 was a case t1fBristt1l
missing the huat. hecause few huyers wanted a twu-seater
cnsting twice as much as ajaguar 15-1111-‘ifi. which t1ut-classed
it in every way. Engine nptinns included a 12‘3l1hp versinn
{at last) hut even sn the car's ttrp speed was nnly
110mphr"1?T='kn1h. its hndy was amung the mnst lnvely t1f its

BRISTO1

time. with little tail fins echning the lrttge fins t1n the Bristul
-1111 racing cnupes. while the radiatnr grille shrugged t1ff the
u.-aw ancestry and was inspired 11y the leading edge trf the
wings trf the ill-fated Bristul Brahaann airliner. tlnftrrtunateiy
the hndy was nf aluminium un a pitch pine frame. and that
is the weak element nf thnse cars which have survived.

tising the same chassis. Arntrlt tqvi made a much l1etter
car at half the price—and strld twice as many.

I-B5, 1 Q5‘-BB-. Prod: 297. Like mt1st ufthe early Bristt1l
range this cttr trnly iust qualifies ft1r inclusiun in a l1t1t1k t1n
spnns cars. The -it1"_'i was hasically a ltrng wheelhase -11.1-1.
altht1ttgh withnut the 12Shhp engine nptinn. and it is still the
t1nly ft1ur-tlnur car the cnmpany has made. It was alsn the

-Ilr _'_- -' -Ir.-. ___ll. __ -I-.____‘_
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405 was a four-dear

first Bristul ttr have an npening hunt and althuugh st1n1e wnnd
was used in the cnnstructiun trf its hndy. tnust was ahuve the
waistline sn the prnhlerns nf survival are potentially less severe
than they are trn the -104. A taycnck de 1*-inrmanville nverdrive
was standard as were Michelin X radial tyres. Frnnt disc hrakes
came in 1951-1 and a twn-dunr cahrinlet versiun 145 made} was
alsn marketed up tt1 1956.

406 IIIQIIIO, ‘I BBB-61 . Prod: 7. Bristnl‘s last car tn
use the B1v1‘~1i’-l1ased engine. the standard -"1011 was an
ertpensive. and rather staid. tnurer. Althtrugh the engine was
enlarged ttr 221(1cc ttr irttprnve turciue. martimum nutput
remained at 10Sl1hp. On the utlrer hand. the much lighter
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Zagatn 2+2 versitrn which used a shnneneti chassis. anti had
a 1.-'it111hp engine. was gnntl fnr 12Elr11ph.-"'195kt11h and was
still a listeti mndel when jaguar unleashed the F. Type at a
fractinn t1ftl1e price.

Later Bristnls. with l1ig American engines. had much hetter
perftrrmance ttire -ill is the l1est trf the hunchi l1trt the -11111
Zagattr is the mnst e.-tciting rntrdel the cnmpany rttade.
Barring its disc l1rakes. it ctruld have l1een ten years earlier
l1ut Bristul aspired tn fill the gap vacated hy the Crewe-huilt
Bentleys. ‘The Silent Spnrts t1ar'. antl was ntrt interested in
nut anti nut perfnmrance-

i’u.rr.st"ript.- Since 19112. all liristnls have l1t.-en l1uilt nn the
tratiitinnal chassis. ctrntinutrusly tleveltrped. with Chrysler V1-i
engines anti atltnmatic transmissinns.

B .I‘I' IA [GB]
At-land Getides tlreamed nf making cars and. in 1957. he
cnmmissinned ‘lnhn Tnieirn tn design a GT car. 1'nfurtunately
tjeddes. wht.1 was related tn the Du nlt 1p empire. did nnt hack
his enthusiasm with efficiency. the prniect lacked tiirectinn and
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Britannia GT auisicle the factory

tl1e car itself trlferetl little ft 1r its .11-2-itifi. lt might alsn l1e added
that Tnieirn had previtrttsly tlesigneti trnly racing cars and that.
11y 191?. the car market was demanding higher levels nf
st rphisticatinn than trne designer wurl-ting altrne enttltl achieve.

A tul1ular chassis with all-independent suspensinn. a 2.11-
litre stnright sis Fnrtl Zephyr engine given the full Raymund
Mays treatment tsay. 1 1t1l1hp1 anti a reasnnably pretty. hut ntrt
esceptinnal. fihreglass hntly were the ingredients nf Acland
Geddes‘ dream car. t-{tr cuntempnnrry magaaine st|l1iected nne
tn a rt rad test 1 itself nt1t a prnmising sign}. sn there is nu relial1le
indicatinn rrf its perftrnnance anti cumpetence. Had it suld fur
half the price. it might have fnund a niche in the market.
alnngsitle the liet-rless..--“"1'1’ttr1s'icl-t. antl as an aitemative tn the
Daimler SP2"1ti. The real wtrnder is that Geddes fnund sir-t
penple wl1t1 preferred his special tn the cheaperjaguar 111-i.1‘5t1S.

Britannia alstr ntade Fumru la _]uninr cars tn boost its image
htrt these were undistinguished. sn the image was nnt l1unsted.
11$’hen the receiver was calleti in 19611. Tt1ieirt1 himself l1nugltt
snr11e trf the remaining I-iritannia F] frames antl cnmpnnents
anti marketed the car ttntier his trwn name. They went nt1
l1ettt-r fnr the change nf name.

B{D
Fnunded in 191-12. Brunnschmid specialises in cnnverting and
t.'ustun1ising cars. especially Fnrsches.

Brunnsrrlrmid AMD
W35 Farr-cite 935
Turitl-O

entirscr-| (0)
Egtrn Brtitsch was a racing driver whn es.sayeti a nutttl1er ui
prntntypes during the 19St1s. and st 1r11e trf his egg-shaped mini
cars reached prtrductinn under licence in Switaerland and
France. In 1915 Briitsch sl1t1weti a pretty twt1.»"ft1ur seat c-at
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l1ased un the running gear t1f the Ftrrtl Tatrnus 12M Spnrt. It
had a side valve engine trf 117’2cc ta famnus siael. uffered in
fit-il1hp nr =ii(1i1hp versitrns. and a tnur-speed ZF gearhnrt in place
rrf the three-speed Fnrd unit. The aluminium cal1rinlet and
cnupé l1udies were tn have l1een trrade at a rate nf ahnut une
a week 11y Wendler nf Reutlingen 11ut the prniect cullapsed.
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It was later taken trvcr hy a ctrmpany calletl W-'ttt"kc-r. whiclt
nffereti the tlesign with a revised l1t1dy ntade nf fihreglass.
Few were made.

BIJBK (J)
lntrutlttceti in the late 191-111s. B1TBH's “Le Seyde' was a Japanese
'nt1sta1gia' t'ar. which is tn say a part idy uf the ertcesses nf 19f‘1[ls
style nn a mndern chassis. In this case the hase car was the
Nissan 2t'1[1S}{. an ertcellent car in its trwn right. anti l1andst1r11e
tntr. ‘wilty anynne wt1trld want tn pay er-ttra fnr a caricature nf
style t1n tnp nf a teni¿c chassis is a mystery.

BIJCII (AUS)
l'*-‘at Buchanan was an Australian pinneer t1f fihreglass hudies
wl1n rttade his mark with a shell tn ctrnvert MG TCs intn a
‘mndern' spurts car. At the time that was nnt cnnsidered
heresy. the shells st1lti well and cnmpetitinn successes
hlaannetl the Buchanan name. Encnuraged l1y this. Buchanan
decided ttr market a small-engined spnns car in 195B. 11ut
even as it was heing readied fnr pruductiun the Austin-Healey
Sprite carrre nn the scene and sttrle its thunder and sales.

The (Inhra was a practical design with a gtrtld standard
trf finish. a useful hunt. wind—trp windnws and. hearing in
mind Incal cnndititrns. a decent grnund clearance. 1infnr-
tunately it was |1ased t_1n Standard Ten ctrmptrnents in a
hespnke chassis str. despite its lt1w weight. it uffered nt1
advantage trver a Sprite. Plans tn market the car thruugh
Australian Standard-Triumph dealers came tn nnthing and
the prtriect was airandnned after itrst seven had l1een made.

_B_l1Cl§I.E__(AUS)
Australia‘s first lttrrtte-grnwn pustwar sptrrts car was designed
and marketed 11y Bill Buckle whu drtrve nne in cumpetitiun
with st1n1e sttccess. In essence the Bttckle GT was a fully
assemhled 2+2 l1ased trn Ftrrd ctrrttpnnents. it featured a l1n1t
sectinn chassis. fihreglass hndy and a 2.6—litre straight-sis
Zephyr engine which meant it was gt1t_1d ft1r lliiintphr’
l¿tkmh. Many. huwever. were fitted with the Raymund Mays
ct1nversit1n which made them fairly putent machines.
Althnugh the style was similar tn any numher t1f fihreglass
l1ndies uf the time ti.e. undistinguishedi. features included
fnid-duwn rear seats and electrically uperated tlnur lncks.

it diti nut sell very well {nnly al1t1ut 25 ertamples l1etween
19’:-6 and 1911111. partly due tn its high price. and Btrckle lt1st
heavily trn the prniect. He was mtrre successful with annther
enterprise. the impnrtatinn trf Gt1ggt1tnnl1il cars ttivl. and the
creatit1n nf the ‘Dart’ which was a Gnggnmnhil ilnur pan
fitted with a pretty twn-seat fil1reglass hndy.

BIIC I. ill (GB)
Derek Buckler was inspired 11y the idea uf hringing mntur
sptrrt within the range nf everyman l1y selling high quality.
reasnnahly priced. kits. l‘*~it1t nnly was Buckler the father t1f
the kit car. he was the first maker anywhere tu sell space-
framed spurts cars tthe cnmpany‘s last gasp was an advanced

BUGKLER

l1acki1-une chassis]. while Buckler cltrse-ratitr gears were a
standard fitting nn all .serit1trs Ftrrd specials. inclutiing early
i.t1tus and Lula designs. A wide variety nffntmes were marketed
(tutal prnduetinn t_1f all types was al1t1trt 51.1111 anti when
fihreglass l1n-dies appeared. Buckler rttatie fnrmes tn fit the
l1etter e:-tamples.

‘ii-’l1t-n kaning arrived in Britain. it was natural fur Buckler
tt1 emhrace it since it was mntur spurt fur everyntan. and at
first Buckler karts were very successful. B-_y 19112 the Mini
and Sprite had killed the kit car market and Buckler himself
was in declining health. The ctrrnpany was snld l1ut. withtrut
the inspiratinn trf its ftrunder. it sntrn went under. The
fnllnwing entries are representative trf the Buckler range and
l1t1tl1 were snld as kits t1r er-tpnrted as ct1r11plete cars.

Mk‘, '| 91-Q-G2. The first t1f mnre than a dnaen Btrckler
designs was a versatile machine which wt1n awards in trials.
races. rallies. sprints antl tir-iving tests. Speciiicatinn varied
acctrrding tn the custnmer’s pur.se hut cuuld include Buckler
clt.1se ratitr gears. split axle i.f.s. . a supercharger and an aluminium

Br.r:lr.|er MIN

l1t1dy specially designed fur it hy antrther. luusely-related. ¿mr.
Ifa car was well finished Buckler wnuld give the trwner a l1t1nnet
hadge l1trt the numher trfhadges issued has neverheen disclnsed.

Availal1le thrnughuut the cnmpany-‘s life. sume Mk‘v's were
supplied ctrnrplete and the first British car with a fihreglass
l1udy was a Midi’ in 1955. Buckler entered the prntntype in
races. rallies. trials. hill climl1s. and driving tests land used
it as a rtrad car). and he tnnk t1ver 2110 awards. By the end
nf 1952. the day t1f the multi-purpose car was t.1ver. ‘liiflty
Mk‘v’ ftrr a first design? Buckler wanted tn give the inrpressiun
that it wasn't a first effnrt.

llllllfy, ‘I 954-52. A dual-purpnse rnadfrace car with
a slippery 11-ody that pre-dated the first aerudynamic Ltrtus

lucitlreriiÀantlre
circuit



BUCKLER

(the MkiÀlll. the Ninety was quite successful in club racing
but Buckler's insistence nn using Fnrd cnmpnnents.
including wheels. cable hrakes and split asle i.f restricted
its potential. Snme cars were fitted with the Cnventry Climas
FWA engine and almnst all Nineties used the *nf¿cial‘ body
supplied by a shnp nest dnnr. Later models included the
DD} and DUE. with de Dinn rear suspensinn. and were
intended tn used pruprietary fihreglass bodies. all Bucklers
were nnted fnr their high quality but that meant they cnuld
nnt cnmpete with snme nf the gimcrack nutfits which sprung
up in the late 1950s.

BUG 'I'l'l (F)
Althnugh Bugatti is nne nf the mnst famnus names in
mntnring histnry. it has tn be said that its mnments nf glnry
nn the race track were actually fewer than is widely believed
and were typically because the cnmpany was building racing
cars when nnbody else was. Thus The Bugatti Type 55
became famnus by beating nther Bugatti Type 55s in a perind
when mntur racing was in the dnldnims. Bugatti’s designs
were usually derivative and nld fashinned. They stir the blond
nf mndern enthusiasts largely because they were sn pretty
but the legend is sn much mnre powerful than the actual
achievement. and Ettnre Bugatti was adept at prnmnting his
legend.

By the mid-1950s the greater part nf Bugatti's business
was general engineering. During the‘ war it made prntntype
small cars (nne nf nnly 57ticcJ but these never saw
prnductinn. The death nf Ettnre Bugatti in 194? scntched
further wnrk nn new cars (jean Bugatti. his natural successnr:
had been I-tilled in 1959} fnr the cars were snld nn the maker's
charisma.

After the fnu nder*s death the ¿rm survived nn sub-cnntract
wnrk but the marque was brieÀy revived in 1951 by Finland
Bugatti. A shnrt perind nf prnsperity due in supplying
defence cnntracts led. in 19%. tn a radical mid-engined
Fnrmula Cine car tthc Type 251} which was an unmitigated
disaster. Defence cnntracts dried up and sn wnrk was
abandnned nn the Type 2'52. which was intended tn be a
spurts cat with a dnhc 1.5~|itte fnur cylinder engine. Later a
V12 GT car {the Type siili was prnpnsed. but it had nnt
prngressed heynnd preliminary drawings when the cnmpany
was snld tn Hispann-Suiaa in 1965. Bugatti was later absnrb-ed
by the gnvernment-nwned aeruspace cnmpany. ti-HECMA.

In 1988 the dnmtant trademark was snld tn an Italian
entrepreneur whn unveiled the EB1 10 GT. a fnur wheel drive
supercar with a ‘¿iflhhp ‘V12 turbocharged engine. The
EBH2. a fnur-dnnr salnnri was shnwn in 1995. and that year
Bugatti acquired Lntus. The cars did nnt sell in the market
nf the early 1990s tthey might have' dnne in the late 19H[isi
and the cnmpany cnllapsed in 1995.

1'1 GI, ‘I Q5‘ -56- Prod: 6. Bugattfs last prnduetinn
model was really nnly a lightly modified Type 5?, the mnst
prized nf all Bugatti rnad cars, which first saw the light nf
day in 1954. Thus the T101 had a dated specificatinn with
frnnt and rear snlid asles and suspensinn hy semi-elliptical
springs. A dnhc straight eight engine nf 5.25?cc' gave lf¿bhp
unhlnwn, nr up tn ZillÀbhp if the nptinnal supercharger was

fined; a five-speed gearbn:-t was listed hut all sis cars built
had a fnur-speed unit. Beautifully made and handsnme. it

Bugul'|iTlÀI.1'iF5‘l
was alsn heavy (520-Dllti} and nutragenusly expensive. and
nnt even widespread veneratinn fnr the marque cnuld entice
buyers.
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BugoÀi Ell ID, I993

IllGI'I'I'A (USA)
Intrnduced in 1968. this shnrt-lived venture was a mid-
engined 2+2 npen fibreglass-hndied car with a 4.8 litre Fnrd
VB engine.

Bll IO (BR)
This cnmpany hardly needs an entry because the infnmiatinn
is in its title! Bug Ftin makes beach buggies in Rin de janeirn
and naturally uses a ‘i-“W Beetle base. and it alsn makes a
rather hnxy Targa-tnp sports car nn the same fnundatinn.

BUICK (us) B
David Buick began making cars in 1903. and in 1908 his
cnmpany hecame a fnunder member nf General Mntnrs.
Buick became GM‘s mid-range marque and was quite nften
the clivisinn chnsen tn spearhead technical innnvatinn (such
as autnmatic transmissinn) and styling features. By the late



lUi'liJs the Buick range was largely cnnservative. sn it was
snmething u-fa surprise when. in IBHB. it launched the Reatta.
This twn-seat cnupe was hased nn the llnnr pan nf the Buick
Riviera salnnn. and it mnre nr less tnnk nver the market space
vacated h-y the Pnntiac Fiern talsn a GM car}. hut it lacked
the 11‘nntiac's hrin and the fact that a manual gearhns was
nnt availahle speaks vnlumes. ‘
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1990 Buick RauÀu

A 5.1%-litre ‘v't"i engine was mnunted transversely at the frnnt
and delivered its l¿¿bhp tn the rear wheels. Unlike the Fiern.
unitary cnnstructinn was used t with a frnnt subframel and
the all-independent suspensinn was hy Iviacliherstin struts at
the frnnt with. at the rear. a transverse fihreglass leaf spring
and hnth lnngitudinal and lateral amis. Disc hrakes. with
Teves ABS. were fitted tn all fnur wheels and tnp speed was
12.4ntphf20(lknth t0~¿0n1pl'i in just under ten secnnds). In
1990. a cnnvertihle was nffered and this went snme way tn
answering criticism ahnut the car's style and interinr.

Bllllll GTQN [GB]
The 'Arrnw'. ‘Beretta’. and ‘Dan‘ were ‘195Us style" spnrts
cars using Triumph Heraldf¿pitfire chassis tn he huilt frnm
plans. althnugh the cnmpany wnuld supply its nwn chassis
and hndy panels if required. In the early 1980s Burlingtnn
alsn marketed the 'Centurinn'. a cnupe hased nn a Triumph
Herald.="Spitfire chassis. hut the espertise required fnr the
hnme huilder tn make cnmpnu nd-curve hndy panels meant

Burlington Arrow, W83

BUTTEFEFIEL D

it was never pnpular. In additinn. Burlingtnn nriginated the
‘SET. a cnpy nf the Mnrgan. later marketed as the Dnrian 55.
Burlingtnn was fnunded in 1980. and was still active in 1990.

BIIIIOCIIII [G-Bl
at Fnrd-hased kit car nf the 1950s which. unusually. had an
aluminium hndy styled after a frnnt~engined Ferrari Grand
Pris car. Despite this. few were made.

Bll'l'l'EllFlEl-D {GB}
An unsuccessful 1961 attempt tn market a twn-seater cnupe
with tubular chassis. ¿breglass bndy and Mini mechanicals.



CADllLAC

CADILLAC [USA]
Fnunded by Henry it-1. Leland in 1Blt'lj. Cadillac hegan by
making simple single-cylinder cars. in 15101-i it was nne nf the
fnunder members nf General Mntnrs and quickly became
the cnrpnratinn's lusury badge. Apart frnm Iusury cars.
Cadillac becatne especially nntetl fnr its engines. and its first
‘v't~t arrived in 191%. in the l'~.Jj0s the cnmpany prnduced cars
with 1.-"ll and ‘v'1t'i engines—--America was streets ahead nf
any nt her cnunti'y in casting techniques and tltese were mass-
prts.luced and. by Eurnpean standards. inespensive.

After the Hecnnd lnhiftlfl¿l ‘vi--’ar Cadillac led the craae fnr fins
and chrnme but in mnre recent years the marques styling
has been nutably restrained. in 1'1.lt-in it launched a lusury
twn seater. the Allante. with a bndy styled and made by
llininfarina. In the manner nf Mercedes- Ben:-t. the Allante was
Ia L't1t1"v'L'l'lll‘lllL* supplied with a cnttpe hardtnp. At first sales
were disappninting. but in IBHH it received a larger and 1T|nre
pnwerful engine and revised suspensinn. This -i.‘?--litre fuel

The 19615 Cadillac All-ante

iniected ‘v'H was mnunted transversely at the frnnt and
delivered its Etltlbhp tn the frnnt wheels via a fnur-speed
autnmatic transmissinn. Cnnstructinn was unitary (with a frnnt
subframel. the all-independent suspensinn was by Mac-
lthersnn struts at the frnnt while the rear laynut emplnyed a
transverse fihreglass leaf spring with lnngitudinal and lateral
lncating arms. and disc brakes with linseh ABS were ¿tted all
rnttnd. Tnp speed was 1.3.t+tiiiph.--".?i00ktnh and ll-fitlniplt cnuld
be achieved in HE} secnnds.

LIFO CE [USA]
Wtittlcl yntt believe a l'1JHl1s (Ialifnrnian cnpy nftbe t late bndy
stylel AC Ace? ln essence. this 'Ace' was an MGB with a
fihreglass and Hevlar bndy.

W Y (USA)
Frnm the ntid-1'E.ll-itis. Reeves Callaway made a turbn
cnrtversinn ft 1-I‘ the Clievrnlet Cnrvette which cnuld be specified

when a custnmer nrdered his car frnm his lncal Chevy dealer.
and it came with a full factnry warranty tsee Chevrnlet
Cnr'v'ettel. Callaway alsn made a Cnrvette-hased car. the
‘E-'iler.lgeliaiiiiner' enupé. which had ‘:JE’.tJlili|ti frnm its enlarged
and turbncharged engine. The prntntype was nificially timed
at .2’:--"~’i.T»'t"implt--*"~itJ").‘i3‘lkmh. which made it the fastest rnad car
ever. yet apparently it was sufficiently tractable tn drive tn
wnrk. It was nnt simply a case nf adding large ttirbtsrltargers.
there was snrne subtle re-styling with panicular care taken nn
aerodynamics; there was a sis-speed ZF gearhns and selective
ride cnntrnl. Early in l‘~J'9l Callaway sl"s..'rwetl the Twin Tu rbn
Speedster. based nn the Cnrvette Li-18 with an 'Aernl'ie-dy”
cnnvenihle hndy and -'iB0=bhp VB.

Callaway was alsn respnnsible fnr the ‘fnur valve‘ head
used by Astnn Martin.

Ell [GB]
Cine nf a nurnber nf ca rs which appeared in the lllfitls using
Mini cnmpnnents. the Camber was the wnrk nf Genrge
Hnlntes and Derek Hislinp. whn was bnss nf Hernn lllastics
and whn had a garage in Camber Bands. Sttsses. A fihreglass
cnupé bndy was mnunted nn a tuhttlar frame. tn which Mini
suhframes were hnlted. and its rnnf was reinfnrced with sheet
steel bnnded intn the plastic. lt was a particularly well made
car but the headlights nf the first five cars cnmpleted were
belnw legal height; the sisth was cnnvened by the
distributnrs. Checkpnint Ltd. and had cnwled. square. lights.

A disagreement between the twn men saw llnlmes take
nver prnduetinn after sis had been made. and be renatned
the car the '1"vl:.tya*. The Maya had a revised shell which met

_-I-"--I
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the law. final specificatinn was chnsen by the custnmer and
nptinns included rear seats. Hnlmes' death in a rnad accident
spelled the end fnr prnduetinn after a further sis cars had
been mar.le.

R5 sis» ttssas-tntfst

STEL l/BUS)

Ctver the years. the Canstel has heen made by dillerent
cnmpanies and has ct ime. gnne. and retumed again. F-nltl mainly
in kit fnnn in Australia. it bnre mnre than a passing resemblance
tn the Lt1[UH.»""C2llEl'l111l1"l F-even hut its ingredients were a
fabricated l'l£lt.'l'{l'1t3-TIL‘ chassis. Triumph Herald sttspensinn ta
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live asle was nptinnal 1. a fibreglass bt >-dy. and a chnice nfengines
tthe Fnrd l.t’i-litre unit was the mnst pnpularl. The prnject fnlded
in l"~JT’5 after 5*) l-tits had been snld but it wa-.s revived in nther
lian-:.ls in 1927. It was re-engineered tn meet mndem type
apprnval requirements. while the cnckpit made cnncessinns tn
mndern esp-ectatinns nf cnnifnrt and equipment.

CAR (GB)
Classic A|.ttu|itntive R-epnsltictinns was an early 1980s nutlit
which wnuld huild a tum key ct ipy t ifany est sic car the cu.stnmer
desired althnugh mnst e-f the few made were ‘Ctiuntaclis and
Cnbnts‘ usttally using _laguar ntnning gear. CAR alsn nffered a
cnpy nf the Mercedes-Bcn;r. SSE which cn-uld b-e had with a
variety nf engines frnm the Rnver 'v't-l tn the _laguar V12.

'--- l'

\ *__ ~

Raver VB-powered EAR, 1954.

IIIS (GB)
Maker frnm the late l'~)B0s nf a traditinnal‘ spnrts car inspired
by the SSlt1tl and based nn Fnrd Pintn running gear.

Ir. H%!J| i
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Curisna:

IILTO (GB)
A kit car maker whuse ‘Carrera‘ was intrnduced in 1985 and
cnmbined style elements nf the Datsun 2t-102.. the Fnrd Capri
and the l-‘nrsche Turbn. ‘v'arinus engine nptinns were pnssihle.
frnnt Fnrd 1.(i-litre tn_laguar KR units. In 1’-'9?-10 it was inined
by the ‘Acct’. a ‘v'atisl1all-based cnpy nf the Turner Mkl Spnrts
nriginally made by MC Cars. In lihltl Carltnn was wnrking nn
the C400. which was an evncatinn nf the I966 De Tnmasn
llantera based nn Fnrd Granada cnmpnnents and intended
tn carry a Rtrver ‘v'i-l engine driving thrntigh a Renault transasle.

OIISEL (ZA)
Frntn the late 1‘5JBOs a maker nf a shrunk‘ cnpy nf an Astnn
Manin VB using Fnrd Cnrtina suspensinn and a fi—litre Fnrd
Uh engine in a ladder frame. The standard nf trim was high
and nnly cnmplete cars were snld. Carnusel alsn made a
cnpy nf the 1929 Mercedes-Bena SSH.

CARTER co|~|v:ns|o|~|s (USA)
Despite the fact that the Pnntiac Fiern was superinr tn the
Ferrari Dinn in several impertant areas. nnt tn mentinn quality
nf build and reliability. in the late 1980s Caner Cnnversinns
hegan tn practice plastic surgery nn Fierns tn turn them intn
Dinn lnnkalikes.

. (GB)
Since 1975 Caterham has been the nnly authnrised maker nf
the Lntus Seven. althnugh the cars have always been marketed
as Caterham Super Sevens. Airing the way Caterham has had
tn ¿ght nff pirate versinns nf the Seven and has had snme
success in the cnurts.

Caterham hegan by taking nver the Series Fnur mndel hut.
in 1924. when SS cars had been huilt. the Series Fnur was
drnpped and the Series Three was revived. After that. the
cnmpany did nnt lnnk back and by 1990 had made nver
5200 cars. In fact. the nlder the design became the mnre
pnpular it was. and in the late l9S0s it became a cult car in
japan. where hundreds were snld.
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Thnse snld in Britain have been kit nr cnmpnnent cars
and. until 1990. the usual pnwer unit was always Fnrd nr
Lntus Twin-Cam. and perfurmance depended be-th nn the
type nf engine. and its state nf tune. With a 15%?-bhp 1.21-litre
versinn -ufthe Fnrd 'l{.ent‘ engine. fnr esample. it wnuld sprint
tn 60mph in iust nver five secnnds and reach a tnp speed nf
112n1phf180kmh.

The HPC mndel nf 1990 used a versinn nf the 2~litre lb-
valve Vaushall engine. with twn twin-chnke ‘Welter
carhuretters in place nf the nnnnal fuel injectinn. This meant
1T*'"'il"il"|p. a tnp speed nf 126mphr’202.kmh and 0—60mph in
S-.2 secnnds. Standard nn this model was the de Dinn rear
suspensinn which had been an nptinn since 1987. and this



CATEEHAM

allnwed the fitting nf disc l1:-rakes all rnund.
Wliile the Caterham had all the advantages nf the Lntus

nriginal———terrific steering and chassis and phenemenal rnad
perfnn'nance—it alsn had all the drawbacks nf the nriginal.
nntably cramped cnckpit. tiny fuel tank. primitive weather
equipment. and hard ride. The difference is that back in 195?
a Lntus Seven was likely tn he its buyer's nnly car whereas
the Caterham increasingly became a ftin car fnr ¿ne
weekends.

LLO (GB)
First shnwn in l9'l-iii. the Cavalln Estivn was a high quality
cnmpnnent ear with bandsnrne and nriginal styling. It had a
fnttr-seat cnnvertihle bndy and used the running gear frnm
the BL 110051500. Hailed as an impnrtant new additinn tn
the British kit car scene when it first appeared. its actual
prndtlctinn life was shnrt.

CCC see TRIPLE c

CD5 (D)

Car Design Schacht was established in the 19th Century but
amnng its late 1980s prnducts were custnmised and mndified
versinns nf BMW and Mercedes-Bena mndels.

CEI 'I' I (MC)
Annnunced in 1990. Mnnacn's nnly spnrts car was a stuhhy
cnnfectinn nf unfnrntnate asp-ect. The basic speci¿catinn
fnllnwed cunent Grnup C thinking with a earbnn ¿bre and
aluminium hnneycnrnb mnnncnque. and body panels nf
earbnn ¿bre and Kevlar. It was launched tn celebrate 100 years
nf the Autnmnhile Club de Mnnacn. and intended tn he a
limited editinn nf ahnut twenty cars. yet frnm the start it was
surrnunded by cnntrnversy. It was presented at the nnly press
launch frnm which the press were escluded and it.s backers
claimed that it wnuld have a Lamb-nrghini Cnuntach engine
but Lamhnrghini denied this.

CINTAIIR (AUS)
In the late l9".i0s and early 1960s. Tim Harlnck built a small
number nf Centaur dual-purpnse cars in Brisbane. They were
in the Lntus Seven idinm with a space frame. aluminium
bndy and. usually. a small Fnrd engine. At least nne cnupé
was bttilt and this had a Hnlden engine.

CII 'l' UR (GB)
Centaur was the name under which a versinn nf the Adams
Prnhe was marketed by a cnmpany called Cnncept
Develnptnent.s hetween 1924 and 197B. Like the nriginal Prnbe.
it used Hillman Imp ntnning gear and a mnnncnqtte made
frnm a sandwich nf plywcss.l and ¿breglass. it was later snld
as the ‘Pulsar.

CI AIIR (USA)
intrnduced in 1930. this was a clnse cnpy nf the 1936
Mercedes-Bena S0014. special rnadster. It was built nn a GM
frame with a 5.8-litre VB engine and autnmatic transmissinn.

CG (F)
Between 196? and 1979i CG had a special relatinnship with
Simca and made mid-engined fibreglass rnadsters and
cnupes using Simca engines. frnm the 944cc ttnit tn a
supercharged versinn nf the 1.5-litre engine. Prnductinn was
tiny. less than nne a week. and the fimi never established
mnre than a lncal reputatinn.

F -_._‘-
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CG cuupé

CHE. 1' l'l (USA)
By 1963 Califnmian Bill Thnmas had hecnme the tnp
Chevrnlet tuning wiaard but his thunder was being stnlen
by the Fnrd-engined Cnbra. He therefnre built a car tn rival
it and his Cheetah did mnre than rival the Cnhra—it nut-
perfnrmed it. Despite the legend nf the Cnbra. nne has tn
say this was nnt difficult since it is nne nf the mnst nver-
rated cars ever made.

The Cheetah was a cnupe which appeared tn be all nnse
and nn hndy. largely hecause its -i00hhp 6.1-litre engine was

-i—|—

‘I1-

Clteuhah gull-wing lbmi|:l—ongiI1-ad

set well hack intn the frame tn give a si5f5‘_i weight
distrihutinn. much the same as a mid-engined car. In fact the
engine was sn far back that the gearbos was attached tn the
differential by a universal jnint. nnt a prnp shaft. Mnst nf the

3 
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cnmpnnents. including the independent rear suspensinn
{cnnverted tn cnil springs) were stnck Cnrvette pans. Tn
(udge by the car*s perfnrmance nn the race tracks. even when
pitted against spnns-racers. it had nutstanding hanr.iling tn
gn with its pcrwer. escellent tractinn and hrakes.

Llnfnnunately. Chevrnlet did nnt want tn becnrne invnlved
and Thnmas attempts tn build a hundred sn they cnuld be
hnmnlngated came tn nnught twell. tn sisteenl. Thus. when
Cheetahs were raced they were nnt pitched against Cnbras
and the like. but against the new breed nf mid-engined British
spnrts-racers. despite the fact that they were rnad-legal dual
purpnse cars.

In the 1980s the Cheetah received an accnlade when an
American cnmpany. Elegant Mntnrs. marketed a cnpy nfthis
estranrdinary gull-wing cnupe.

CHEETAH CARS (GB)
Cheetah was a shnn-lived maker nf cnpies nf the AC Cnbra.
the Fnrd GT40 and the Lambnrghini Miura in the mid-19S0s.
The ‘Miura‘ was pnwered by a 1.15-litre Fnrd XR3i engine while
the ‘GT1’-i0‘ was a cut-price versinn usually using a Renault 90
nr a Rnver VB engine. and Fnrd Granada cnmpnnents. Quality
and panel fit were indifferent. and Cheetah pitched its cars
tnn lnw in the market place. The cnmpany alsn made the
‘Shamal' an nriginal 2+2 cnupé which wnuld take Fnrd
Cnrtina. Lancia Beta. nr Alfasud cnmpnnents. All nne can say
ahnut the styling nf this is that Cheetah shnuld have stuck tn
aping the wnrk nf pre-fessinnal stylists.

CHEVROLET (USA)
Althnugh Chevrnlet was named fnr Lnuis Chevrnlet. a racing
driver. the cnmpany had little tn dn with the spnrt. nr sperting
cars. fnr the ¿rst fnrty years nf its life. Chevrnlets snld nn value
fnr mnney and nnt lnng after being fnunded in 1911 it was
nne nf the mnst p-npular makes in America. Chevrnlets nriginal
partner. 9l’.C. Durant. was the man whn fnnned General
Mntnrs and. frnm 191?. the marque became GM's inespensive
arm. It was the third mnst popular make in America by 1920
and. in 1931. knncked Fnrd frnm the tnp spnt fnr three years.
Fnrd and Chevrnlet vied with each nther fnr the hnnnur nf
making America’s mnst pnpular cars fnr a number nf years
and. by 1939. Chevrnlet had snld 15 millinn cars.

By the 1950s Chevrnlet had the upper hand and factnrs
nther than sheer vnlume were at play. America was entering
the fins and chrnme era. where image was everything and
dream cars prnliferated at mntnr shnws. America was alsn
impnning flnnds nf British spnns cars yet. by cnmparisnn
with dnmestic prnducts. they were slnw and espensive: in
194B. an MG TC cnst S1895 when a 100bhp 5.8-litre Fnrd VB
cnupe cnst just $1500.

Cthvinusly buyers were lnnking fnr mnre than just value
fnr mnney. but a car which cnmbined Eurnpean qualities with
American value had tn be a winner. In 1951. Harley Earl the
head nf GM styling instigated an idea fnr a spnrts car tn be
snld fnr about $1050. the price nf a 1948 MG. but it wnuld
have a 150bhp engine. Thus the "Vette was bnrn. althnugh it
had a trnubled start and was nearly ased early in its life.

it tt ink snme tithe tn establish the Cnrvettes reputatinn in its
hnme market. and it has never had a great deal nf ‘badge' value
in iiurnpe. yet the mndel intrnduced in 19$-lat is nne nf the mnst
cnmpetent spnrts cars ever made and can hnld its nwn in any
cnmpany escept snme e.-f the limited-pn iductinn supercans.

All Cnrvettes have been left hnnkers. even the ZRI which
was an Angln-American Prnject. Ynu c:.tn believe that Britain
has a special relatinnship with America when ynu see a
Cnrvette with right hand drive. ‘Wily-' have we been deprived?

COIVGIIQ, '| R53-- Prod: 3955. The nriginal car cnst
a lnt tnnre than the target and the big news abnttt the Cnrvette
was that it had a ¿breglass bndy. This was then a new ‘wnnder
materiali which alsn slashed tnnling cnsts t but it tnnk Chevrnlet
a lnng time tn get the dnnr sealing right]. Part nf the increase

I953 Corvette

in price nver the target was due tn the need fnr a new. smaller.
chassis. This fnllnwed nnrmal Chevrnlet practice. cnmprising
an R-member frame with bnsed sides. Cnil spring and dnuble
wishhnne frnnt suspensinn was used. with a live rear asle
suspended nn semi-elliptics and tn that estent it was similar
tn British spnns cars. it departed frnm British practice in that
the nld ‘Steve Pipe‘ 5.S~litre straight sis. delivered its 150bhp
thrnugh a twn-speed autnmatic transmissinn and everynne
knew that was wrnng fnr a spnrts car.

Clnly S15 Cnrvettes were delivered in 1955. partly due tn
difficulties in making the hndy. and partly because. tn raise
the mndel's image. it was snld nnly tn selected custnmers.
its first full year nf prnduetinn saw nnly 5t5sit1sr.ild. a third nf
the target. and 1500 less than Chevrnlet made. lt was priced
at $3490. which was in sight nf the _laguar IK120. yet was
gnnd fnr nnly l0?t'nph./1?2kn‘th fl]—6UI‘l1Pl1 in 11 secnnds) and
the handling was nnt right.

CGIIIIIQ, '| Q55. Prod: G74. The car began tn imprnve
in 1955 when Ed Cnle*s new -=‘i.j-litre VS. with a three-speed
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manual getttbtis. was tiffetctl as an nptiun. This was nne nf
the ‘milestnne' engines nf the American mntnr industry and
in its first versinn. gave l95bhp. lt was alsn lighter anti had
mnre tnrquc than the nld straight sis. and perfurmance
imprnved tn a tnp speed nf 1l9mph..-‘191kmh and 0-00|‘nph
in SF’ secnnds. This was mnre like a spnrts car. particularly
since Jtnra Arkus-Duntnv was able tn make snme chassis and
suspensinn adjustments which greatly itnprnved rnad
hnlding :tn-:.l handling. Ctnly ti?‘-i cars were made tall but sis
with the TH engine] and the Cnrvette lnnked set fnr the ase
until Fnrd brnttght nut the twn-scat Thunderhird. at which
pnint Chevr: 1lL"l t‘|eede:;l a spnrts car.

Gil‘? , 1 Q56-I1. Prod: 9806. Having been given
a stay nf esecutinn. the Cnrvette emerged as a new car. The
chassis remained hasically the same. but Arkus-Duntnv made
further itnprtivetttents tn the steering and handling. althnugh

lllrr
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the all-drum brake system was far frnnt perfect. l’nvver was
increased. and tttne nptinns ranged frnm a basic Zlflhhp
t195nl tn 2!-ljtlilip tl95'-"1-. with the latter tttne. the "vette
tnpped ljtli‘|‘tpl1.--"'2lilkmb l0~b0mph in 5.7 secnnds"! which
put it in a very select class indeed. Better still. the bndy was
cnmpletely restyled with a sensunus shape which bnth
recallcr..l snme Eurnpean ca rs yet was 100 percent American.
The nld twn-speed autnmatic transmissinn remained an
nptinn btit in 195?’ buyers cnuld have a fnttr-speed manttal
'bns. a limited slip differential. a chnice nf rear asle ratins
and a suspensinn and braking package fnr cnmpetitinn use.
When Cnrvettes did appear nn the circuits they gave very
gtsid accnunts nf themselves. and even scnred 1-2 in class
in the 195? Sehring Twelve Hnurs.

ii
 i

Gil‘? I953-‘Q-| Prod: 29.099. Frnm 1958 the
Cnrvette began tn sell arnund 1tl.000 units a year. althntigh
the new versinn was a retrngradc step in snme ways. The
purity nf the 1956: car's lines were Inst under chrnme and
fashinnable 'qttad lights. and weight increased by 20{llh; like
sn many nther spnrts cars it was thriving away frnm its rnnts

issa Corinth gal q.-.a light

and l‘iecnming mnre nfa GT car. The least pnv.-‘erful t‘ars had
25tllihp and the highest state nf tttne was the ."l]5bhp nptinn
nf 19150 bttt. nvetall. they were nnt as fast as the 195'?’ tiiticlcl.
Althnugh a number nf perftinttance nptinns were available.
nthers became inc‘tiq:1nnttetl intn the basic ear sn. in 1900 the
suspensinn was uprated while retaining the same chassis :tnd
basic laynut nf the 195 fa nitidels. The "v"ette was successful in
American racing and nne finished Silt at Le Mans in 1915i].

GDIWQIIQ, 1 Q6 I -62-. Prnd: Z5.-’-i70.Altl1tittgl‘i Chevrnlet
had b-een playing with a smaller and mnre advance:.l Cut"-.'ettc.
the intrnductinn nf its impnrtanl new Cnrvair salnnn meant
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that the Cnrvette was simply revised- 9;-’illiaitt 1.. Mitchell. whn
had taken nver frnm Harley Earl as GM's styling chief. did a
clever update nf the hndy which recaptured the essence nl
the '50 car and alsn made reference tn the special ‘SS' racing
'vc'ttes built in 195?. There was nn change in the chassis. nr
the basic engine nptinns. but in 1902 ca:ne a ¿btlliltp nptinn
which meant t_l-tit_l:iiplt in 5.5 secnnds and that made any nther
mass prnduced spnrts car lnnk slnw—it was nnt even bettercd
by the 1908 Ferrari Daytnna. Fur that ynu paid S5tlt1-0 and
received a car which was alsn practical. reliable and
cnmfnrtable. Tnp speed. li:.'rwever. remained at ahnut 1_50mph.-"
210krnh hecause the lssly was nnt slippery and it was alsn
wise tn pay estra fnr the special brake linings.

Corral-In Sling llny, 1 963-61. Pro-cl: 1 17.964. The
Sting Ray was an entirely new car: the chassis was a new
ladder frame. with a wheelbase she-rter by sin. and rear
suspensinn was independent by jninted half-shafts. lateral
and radius anns. and a transverse leaf spring. while an anti-
rnll bar was fitted tn the big-engined nptinns. Brakes were
imprnvcd. althnugh they were still dnims until 1905 when
all-rnund discs were an nptiun. But. nf cnurse. it was the
bndy tstill fihreglass) which caught the attentinn because it
nwed nnthing tn any nther car tescept a Bill Mitchell special)
and. in either rnadstcr nr cnupe fnnn. it was stunning. An
identity feature was the split rear windnw nf the '19t'?.~;'i mndel.

Even the humble 5.5-litre engine delivered 250bhp; the
big hlnck t’i.5-litre engine nf 1905 gave -"'-i25bhp; the 7'-litre
versinn gave up tn -'-‘i:l5l‘:hp (with s‘it50 lb..-""ft tnrquc). and that
meant 1s‘i0mph.»"'225k mh and 0-nilntph in ~‘i.t-i secnnds. Twenty
cars were fitted with a 7'-litre engine which gave 5t’i0bltp.
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Cnrvette Sting Ray. l9£:3

There was a lnng list nf civilised nptinns. up tn air
cnnditinning. and they were incredibly cheap. Althnugh nn
Cnrvette has ever had finesse in its rnad manners. the wnrst
thing ab-nut them was that few left their native land.

There is is rfgfereiictr he-rtceeir rt Srirrg R‘n_v nnrf rt Srirtgrr.:_v—
it is tint‘ rt pnirtrerls errnr.

Cnrenlh Slingnly, ‘I 968-77. Pro-cl: 339.651. The
Sting Ray had succeeded beynnd anynne's dreams. and its
replacement was launched simply as the ‘Cnrvcttc' but
‘Stingray tnne wnrdl was added in 1909. The chassis
remained as befnre but disc brakes were standardised. wheels
were wider. a three-speed atttnmatic arrived at last. and
althnugh the wheelbase remained the same. length increased
by seven inches. ;"'-Iew US laws were beginning tn bite yet the
Cnrvette had ‘impact' bumpers which integrated with the
bndy. unlike the mnnstrnsities which appeared nn cars such
as the MG B. The base engine nf 1968 gave 500hhp; that had
drnpped tn 1(i5bhp by 1975 but recnvered tn 210hhp by 192?.
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I969 Curveflu Slingruy

As always there were a number nf nptinns. The Tsi-"fi0t*c
engine nf 1970 was the biggest pnwer unit; this peaked at
~‘i25l‘ilip in 19'?1 but nutput had drnpped tn 27'0bhp by 1925.
Z"-lnt all buyers liked the new style but the T-bar tnp was
innnvative. Early cars were dngged by pnnr wnrkmanship
and the hig hlnck c::rs had cnnling prnblems. Factnrs
including strikes and the nil crisis affected prnduetinn but
nearly 50.000 were made in 19?? A sign nf the times was
that the rnadster was ased in 1925. due tn falling sales.

COI"I'0l'|'I; I 9T8-$l- Prod: 212.235. Chevrnlet went a
lnng way dnwn the line tn making a mid-engined replacement
but settled fnr a Stingray with a smnnther fastback bndy.

CHEVROLET

althnugh the ‘Stingray’ name was drnpped. In terms nf
marketing success. that was nnt a had decisinn because 1929
saw prnduetinn peak at nearly 54.000. The days nf raw pnwer
were nver. hnwever. and the base engine was the 5.‘?-litre
vs which gave just 18-5bhp in 1928 {there was a 220bhp
nptinn that ycarl. Pnwer peaked at Zjflbhp in I980 and was
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WFB Cnrvette

dnwn tn 200bhp in 1982. A 180bhp 5-litre engine was an
nptinn in 1980. By 1982 the nnly gearbns was a fnur-speed
autnmatic. Even thnugh the days nf brute fnrce were nver.
the hc:-ttest (250bhp_l ‘vette with a manual bns cnuld sprint
tn 60mph in 6.5 secnnds and. thanks tn a mnre slippery
shape. tnuch 15t'l:nplv'210knih.

Cil'I'Q‘l'IO, |IIl'l'QG|lIIQl| '| QB‘... The first entirely new
Cnrvette since 19t’i5 featured a pressed steel backbnne chassis
with an additinnal tubttlar structure and new suspensinn. In
place nf cnil springs the dnuble wishhnne frnnt suspensinn
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I984 Corvette

had a plastic transverse leaf spring; the independent rear. alsn
with a plastic transverse spring. had upper and lnrzver trailing
arms. lateral struts frnm the differential tn the hub carriers.
and tic rnds. The wheelbase was shnrtened by twn inches.
and the landy was shnrter by nearly nine inches. but cnckpit
and luggage space were increased; there was careful attentinn
tn weight saving. and a ‘si+_5* manual gcarbns (i.e. there was
an electrnnically nperated nverdrivc nn the tnp three ratinsl.

At ¿rst it was nifered nnly as a ‘Targa tnp‘. but a rnadster
became available again in 1985 {annther sign nf the tithes}. The
5?55Cc V8 started with 205bhp but by 1988 this had risen tn
2si5bhp which. thanks tn the car’s clean shape. meant
l51mph./'2-1i.3l<n1l1 and 0-t50mph in sis secnnds. Tn cnntrnl that.
the massive ventilated disc brakes were ¿tted with an ABS system.

Cornell: Cllllnnnly 'l"lI‘ll| Turbo, ‘I 985-pri: .
Althnugh this was an add-nn cnnversinn. by Reeves
Callaway. custnmers cnuld specify it nn the nptinns list when
 'i ' I-l- 
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Eon-veil: Culluwuy
Twin Turbo, IIFUB

tttev' erdered a titre-'ette frem tlteir leeal Chevrelet dealer.
and the warrantv remained valid. Tlte engine was eempletelv
rehuilt and hlueprinted hefere twe Itetemaster Cempaet
turheehargers were titted hut apart Frent magnesium wheels
and hadges. the rest ef tlte ear remained unteuehed which
spelte velumes fer its inherent eempetenee. With the
Callawav eenversien marsimutn ptvwer was 582hhp, with a
staggering ‘ital lit.-""t't terque at enly EiiÀÀrpnt. Mar-timum speed
ef the ruadster was Iiitimple-"2B5krtth hut the eeupe. heing
tttere aeredvnamieallv efficient. went en te It-I?rttphf5i]tJkntlt
and aeeeleratien figures were eemparahle. U-eÀntph in ii.-5
seennds. 0- I O¿mpit in I 1.3} seeends. Cal lawav shewed a Twin
Turhe Speedster in I991.

Fee Àtrther tvt.n'}rtrtt.s ef the Certette see 'C."etH.—::ttt=ett" stud
jertkef.

CGIVIIII II- I , ‘I PS9-Àfllilii. The ultimate t'at."tti1"_;-
huilt Cnrvette had a de-he feur valves per evlinder 5.?-litre
V8. develeped hv Lettts. whieh alse rewerl-zed the suspensien.
This engine delivered its f.-Htlltltp threugh a sis-speed ZF
gea rhes hut the tep ratie. at U.-I9. was an everdrive. Altheugh
the maI~ter's elaim et' lt~ttttttptt.="'2'1)tIl<ntlt was deuhted It-v British
read testers. thev still eeneeded at least 1?Umplv’2?5kmh. and
the U-{ttlntplt tittte ef ?'t.t'r seeends was mightilv impressive.
even if it was slewer than the Callawav Twin Turhe versien.
Net all read testers praised the Cervette's handling hut the
ZH—l has heen ealled ene HI‘ the vvnrld's great ehassis. Identity
features et' this medel ever the standard Cervette are a twe
ineh wider hedv and a mere reunded tail treatment.
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Cnrvette IR-"I

High perftrnttanee eests and altheugh the eriginal tjervette
was intended te undereut the MG TC. te hring a ZR-I inte
Britain in IEFJILI weuld have eest appresintatelv .£.?tI.(}[I0. Even
se. eempared te artvthing which had 'i' at the end e-ll the
maker's nattte that was a hargain.

Pestst'njpt.- The Cervette was .tuneriea‘s first mass-predueed
sperts ear. and altheugh it was slew te get eff the greund.
it helped strengthen and advanee Chevrelet's image. Cltn the
hack ef the Cervette's sueeess. Chevrelet launehed the
Camare musele ear in 196? and sueeessive deseendents ef
this further strengthened their pestien. Se sueeessful was this
estereise that Chevrnlets sister divisiun in General Meters.
Pentiae. teek the eeneept even further. In tum. Pentiae’s
sueeess led Chevrelet te make the Catttare mere sperting
and aggressive. The range intreduced in I981 eentained
seme medels. sueh as the 5."?-litre IRUE-Z whieh was a
desirahle I+=itJmptt.t'E'.2?'rl-{nth 2+2 availahle as a eeupe er
eenvertihle.

Chevrnlets 2+2. Beretta eeupi:. irttrndueed in 193?. was a
sperting eempaet with frent wheel drive and livelv
periermanee and speeial versiens wen their spurs in the
IMSA-GTO Champienship in 1989 and I990. Chevrelet’s
sports ear. hewever. was the Cervette.

CHI (USA)
Introduced in 1952. the Chieagean was a twe-seat fihreglass
sperts ear using ‘Willvs running gear. In I954. the name was
ehartged te “Triples” hut preduetiert eeased titat year after
aheut 15 ears had heen made.

Cl'II [AUS]
Built hv Australian sperts and raeirtg ear designer. Henrv
l‘*~iehrvheeki. the Chimera was first shewn in I980. Twe had
heen huilt hv I986. hut the Chimera apparently was a ehimera.
A feur seater eeupe. it had a hedv ntade ef aluminium and
Kevlar en a spaee Frame. all-independent suspensien and a
,_7r.B-litre V6 Heldert engine with twin tttrheeltztrgers.

CIIIIYS . _ ll [USA)
Walter P. Chrvslet'"s first jeh was as a Àeer sweeper ter a
railwav eempanv and. en ahiiitv alene. he rese te heeeme
President ef Buiek and a viee-president ef General Meters.
His reputatien as a manager was se high that he was hired
hv a hank te sert eut several ether meter eempanies and this
led te hint taking ever twe ef them. Maswell and Chalmers.
in I925. In I925 the Chrvsler Cerperatien was ferrned.

Frent the start. the ears were seld en re¿nement and value.
and thev quieldv heeame etstremelv popular in the middle
range ef the marl-cet. In I928 Chrvslers ¿nished third and Feurth
at Le Mans and the same vear saw the launeh ef the Plvmeuth
and De ti-ete marques which alltrmved the eerporatien te
espand inte the eheaper end ef the market.

Chrvsler was eften asseeiated with teehnieai advanees and
while it remained the smallest t1II]etrttit's ‘Big Three‘. it was
a leng wav ahead ef nunther feur. In 195B it hegan te espand
as a multi-natienal when it teek a stake in simea which
heeame full evvnetship in 1965. The fellewing vear it
aequired the Reetes Greup and teek a I5 pereent stake in
tvlitsuhishi in I9?t].

After the I9?3 energy erisis. Chrysler hegan te shed its
 



everseas hrancltes wlticlt included facilities in Spain, Turltev.
I-ieuth Africa and tieuth America. In the late 19'?0s Chnysler
hecame a weunded giant which recerded huge iesses. Its
fertunes were turned arnund hv Lee Iacecca whe was hailed
as a miracle werker and whe respended by heceming Mr
Instant Ctpinien.

The ‘miracle’ was net sustained and Cltnysler was in treuhle
again in the late 'l5‘H(}s. hv whiclt time it had acquired
I.aml.1-erghini. Televisien advertisements in the late 1980s
stressed Chi-vsler's sperts car links and featured a Lamherghini.
the Dedge Stealth {al-ta Ivlitsuhislti 50005-TI and the Dedge
viper which then was a much-puhlicised pretetvpe under
t.leveleprnent.

In 1985 Chrvsler intreduced its first twe seat car. the C‘-fi
ceupe. This frent wheel drive medel was availahle in a number
ef equipment levels, and was alse seld under a numher ef
narnes including I)t.tdge Uavttrntt. lvlanv weuld sav that enlv

Chrysler G5 Turbo 2, ‘I93?

the tep ef the range car. the ‘Shelby’. was a true sperting car.
In this fenn it came with a five-speed manual gearhes tthe
three-speed autetttatic was net listed as an eptien) and 1?+-’tl:shp
frt mt a ILlt'l'tt1tt.‘l1ttI'_*;_gL"t.l ft 1-ttr-cvl inder Elljcc engine. It was ge-ed
ft 11' 1;It~Intplt..»"'EE£I~:rttI"i t0-00mph in t-I5 secends).

The Cltrvsler TC hv Maserati. first shewn in 19-B5, censisted
ef a lu;\e.triet.tslv trimmed twe-seat cenvertihle he-dv en the
cltassis ef Chr*_vsler's H.-series range. with a feur-valves-pee
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Chrysler TC by Maserati, ‘I957

cvlinder turhecharged 2.2-litre *feur' which delivered 200hhp.
It was difficult te understand whv Maserati was cited en the
hadge—-it had heen a leng time since the ence-great Italian
cernpanv had heen spel~ten ef with respect, se this must have
heen the idea efa ntarleeting man. It did net merit an asseciatien
with lvlaserati, hut it was net entirelv a lest cause since it weuld
tep 1,-5%-irttplt.---"'£.22l<1t1lt and sprint te t't0mplt in B secends.

CISIT I. ll)
In I959. Fiern Dusie, a femter seccer star, set up a cempany
called Certserrrie Irrdestrictie Sportive Iteltta te manufacture and
sell a range ef sperts equipment. In fact it spent the War vears
making militarv aniferrns, and a fertune. and in 1946 effered
a single seater racing car. This was powered hv an 1l00cc Fiat
engine and was unusual in that it had a space frame—it was
the ¿rst series-huilt racing car te use this type ef censtn.tctien.
Since the cats were relativelv eheap. and the ¿rst pestwar design
te he availahle, thev seld in fair numbers and [Jusie persuaded
seme Swiss hackers te finance a 16-car ‘circus* where leading
drivers weuld draw lets fer a car and race it. This fell threugh
after a ceuple ef races in the Middle East. hut individual cats
enjeyed a great deal ef success fer manv veats.

Cisitalia fellewed the success e~f its single seaters with
lightweight twe-seat epen and ceupe cempetitien cars and
despite the handicap ef a tuned Fiat engine ef enly I100cc,
the great Tazie i"~luvelari nearly wen the 194? Mille Miglia in
ene {the time taken te dry a Àeeded magnete drepped him
te secend place). That vear saw the ¿rst Cisitalia read cars and
the cemmissiening efa GP car designed hv the Persche studie;
it had a space frame, a mid-engined laveut and feur wheel
drive hut. hv the time it was ready te race. Cisitalia was in
¿nancial difficulties and it remained a great Wlhstt it‘? Dusie
had ever-reached himself, the GP car had ta:-ted his reseurces
and in 1949 he clesed dewn his facteries in Italv and meved
te Argentina I the cempanv was net actually hanknapted).

Spud, ‘I 9
153tCabr1eIet, 17. In essence, the Gran Spert was similar te any
numher ef Fiat specials huilt just hefere, and alter the ‘War. Apart
frem the space frame. everything came frem the Fiat 1100:

7-49, I 950-52... Prod: Coupe

-||I_l' .
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Cisiluliu 202 Gmn Sport, I94?’

frent suspensien was hv a transverse leaf spring and lewer
wishhenes; the live rear axle was suspended en semi-elliptics;
the drum hrakes came frem the 1100 as did the feur cvlinder
10B9(:c engine and feur-speed gearbcnt. The engine was tuned
te give ¿cihhp, which was a gee-d figure fer the day. What set
the car apart was a superh hodv bv Pinin Farina which here
a familv relatienship te the shape he had created fer the Maserati
A6r’1500, but was even tnere sleek. On all sides it was hailed
as a masterpiece. hut Ievetv theugh it was the Cisitalia was a
Fiat special which ceuld hareiv tep 100mph vet cest twice as
much as a Jaguar EK120.

Pristscripr.- When Iftusie reached Argentina. he fnunded

CISITALIA



CISITALIA

‘Autear' wltich huilt cars hased en the Will}-'s,|eep. hut hearing
the (Iisitalia hadge. ‘H-"'itlt a new hacker. a remnant ef the
Italian fintt was revived in 1‘~FrtI under I)usie's sen. Carle. hut
predttctien was spastttedic at first attd American custenters
in p:.trticular were seen disenchanted. In I953 the firm effered

@-

_ Cisilaiia B1l?ra: Caupé
Taurism Spatial,
1963

a new crrupe with a fairlj; hasic chassis. a de I"1ien rear asle.
and a 1t‘r0hhp 2.8-litre feur-cvlinder BFM tttarine engine.
Altheuglr it was clairtted te de If¿ntplt.--"21?krttlt. ntaking it
ene ef the fastest cars in the werld. it fettnd few takers. fer
it simplv did net have the elan ef the eriginal car.

An unsuccessful sperts cettpe versien ef the Fiat I900
fellewed, and IiFr~'I saw a custetnised Fiat IIUU. with wire
wheels and T='tJhhp engine. which seld aheut 100 esamples.
hirr cars were made hetween I953 and I901 h|.tt then Cisitalia
came hack with the rather prettv Crrttpe Teurism Special.
This was really enlv a re-lredied Fiat 000. alheit with a cheice
ef ?’itIcc and ti"i0cc engines. It wasn't a had little car. hut the
hadge had mere weight than its cernpetence ceuld hear and.
after a chequered histurv. the cempanv finallv felded in 1i)t‘rS.

CITERIA (l\l L]
This premising Dutch preiect trf IFEB was a handsnme
lightweight fihreglass twe—seat hardtep. Prr.-wer came frent a
j0hltp (rI.'10c-c trstw Àat-twin engine and suspensien was
independent all reund. its--tws. ewn ‘F00 ceupe which
fellewed seen afterwards ruined the medel's chances.

J-
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1953 Cilaria rlirl nat malra

O ' (Fl
Andre Citrrren hegan making cars in 1"-.11'EJ. and these gained
a reputatinn fer heing cheap and reliahle. He made his hig
ltrreakthreugh with Trectferr .»=terett ef I954 which hecame
mere than a car, it hecame a syrttlrtrl ef France aleng with
ertiens, the Hifel Tewer. and that accerdien whiclt was alwavs

-.s='-ii

piaved in tttevies. Altlteugh it waste heceme a classic design.
the cest ef develeping the car sent the t.‘-.r|ttp.;tt‘|v inte
lrankruptcv and the Michelitt tvre cetttpanv ac-:.|uired it. Andre
Citreen died ef cancer itt 195%.

After the Secend ‘Wtrrld Wttr tiiitreiin httilt cars as diverse
as the EEK-" and the US 10. which is ene ef the few trulv
radical cars te have st rld well. Citreen has never nerrttally
heen asseciated with sperts cars. hut it surprised the werld
lw annettncing the Maserati-enginecl S.‘vI. In epinien pells
aheut stvling. this car regularlv appears heth en the "01-'rrrst
Ten‘ and ‘Best Ten' lists ef netninatiens.

SM, I §T'°-15- Prod: 12,920.. It-Iaserati sttpplied a I?'0hltp
2.?-litre deltc 'v'(i (later seen in the Meraltl and fiveespeed ‘lime
Citreen previded the lrvtlrrr-pneumatic svstent wltich
centrelled the suspensien. hntl~:es and steering. It alse supplied

_-—-' _,.—--
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The Polasureti-angirrud Citrain EM

the hedy stvle with its sis headlights, feur ef which swivelled
with the steering wheel. A t-ep speed ef liitlrttplt.»-' 23%-krnh was
claimed. with I.)-r¿tlntph centing up in 9.5 secends, while the
S-litre fuel-iniected versien was even faster. altheugh that was
seld enly with a three-speed auterttatic transmissien. Only left
lteekers were made. Such a car seemed a geed idea in 19'-I0
hut the 1"-W5 energv crisis hit sales hard and when Feugeet-
Talhet teek ever the certtpanv the SM was an early casualty.

E1‘
Anneunced in I989. the tfliaeta Mertrder was a tttassive {Blin
wide} mid-engined supercar with stvling lrjv Marcelle Crandini.
whe was respensih-le fer the Larnherghini Miura. Ceuntaeh

it
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The SaÀlrhp Cizaia Moraclar. a victim of the I990: market rallapse.

and Diahle. Its mest unusual feature. hewever was its fr—litre
V16 engine which was claimed te predace StiÀhh p. The car
was predicted te reach 20¢impl'u"52BknrIt t0-t’i0|nph in feur
secends).



CK (GB)
Maker frem the late Iiitltls efthe CE -42?. a Celrra ce.-pv wlticlt
derived frem the Cravetti CE -"I2? tc|vi. Since Beh Egginten
ttfASIf1 was invelved. the preduct was an itttprevement ever
the ill-starred eriginal.

(<3-Bl
Celin Chapman changed the appreach te racing and read
cars Irv his ewn designs. and attracted a stream eflike-minded
individuals te werk fer ltim and inspired tltettt te helieve in
thetttselves. Twe such were Paul Haussauer and _]ehn
Fravling. wlte werl-tetl en the Lettts Ettrepa and theught thev
ceuld see the nest legical step. Chapman had his ewn views
ef hew Letus sheuld develep. se Haussauer and Fravling
fetmded a cempanv te huild the car they felt Lettts sheuld
have made. Thev :.tttt'acted gevernment grants te set up a
facterv in Wrtsltingttrn. Ceunt}.-' flurham. and huild the
Crusader. Althnugh this was nicelv made. at .£-l~'tllt'I it was a
mite ertpensive fer its perfermance se hefere leng it was
effered in kit ferrtt. ‘rt-"lien ‘v"A'I" was intreduced in 1T~.1'.-F5 it
damaged the kit car tnarket and the final hlew came in the
sattte vear when the OPEC eil crisis spread general panic.

CI'IIl-Àail‘; I 97 I -14- Prod: 315. Letus nearljr cellapsed
when it marketed the eriginal Elite with its fihreglass tttene-
ceque hut hv the end efthe 1‘~}{'r0s the material was understeed
se an F.lite fer the Ii}Ttls was feasihle. Clan ttsed a Sunheatn
Stilette versien ef the Intp engine. tneunted in the rear ef a

"H-'i"*=*""‘
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Clan Crusader, WTI

neat. well finished and tritnrned. twe seat ceupe twith seats
fer veung children an eptieni which used a let ef ether Stilette
cempenents. I.?nfertt.tntttel';.-'. its perfennance en paper seertted
ntedest fer the price tI00n"rplt.»""'1t‘r1krtth tep speed. 0-t‘r0mph
in 1;?! secends) hut driving ene was a different matter fer it
chtrtg te the read artd. indeed. was quite successful in
cempetitien. Se rttttch ahetrt the Crusader was right hut it was
a victim ef circumstances whiclt nehedv ceuld have fereseen.

ll (GB)

Despite having had its fingers hurned hv the DeLerean saga,
the hlerthem Irish autherities gave hacking te this attempt
te revive the Clan Crttsader in l"1)B»ii. The hern~again Crusader
was distinguished frertt the eriginal hv having wider wheel
arches and retractahle headlights which gave it smeether
nese lines hut lest the car's iclitrsvncrrttic leeks. Fewer came
frent the Imp engine. which was still in prnductien fer

CLASSIC MCJTOR CARFEIAGES
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Clan l|,. 195?
industrial use. and a rttedel rising the Alfasud engine and
gearhes was alse effered. The Belfast Clan premised rttuclt
hut. despite senre success in rallying. the centpatty felded
in 1986 after ahe|.tt 40 c.ttrs had heen tnade. including sertte
fer cempetitien.

CLASSIC All'l'O
. PIIODLICTIO

CLASSIC

O'l'l
see CAR

A late 1‘;1?tIs attempt te market cars hased en It-'"‘~ti»’ Beetle
running gear with fihreglass he-dies eriginated lw the
American cempanv. Antique and Classic tqvl. If ene was te
he verv charitahle ene might call them ‘eve-catiensl ef classic
designs. hut a mere realistic assessment is that they were
nasty caricatures. The ¢'tlti—litre Bentlev. Bugatti BFB. and
SS100, were given this treatment. Apparentlv this cempanv
was a dead issue lit}; I9B0.

CLASSIC FACTORY {USA}
Maker. frent the I'§JHI_lrs, ef cepies ef 1950s cars including
Cerd and Auhum and Mercedes-

ll L-fr-‘ f '4"-_I' I'l “gr\F'v
I-I-‘
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Classic Factory's ’5UÀl(', ‘I933

CLASSIC oron tuu essiusm
In the 195-10s this maker claimed te he the ‘werld‘s largest

‘MG TD‘ by Classic
Hater Carriages,
I ‘PHI



CLASSIC MOTOR CARRIAGES
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Classic Motor Carriages Tiffany in I933

manufacturer ef replicars and speciality autemehiles'. Its MC
TF1 cepy and the Crrtaelle. eveking the Mercedes-Bena SSH.
were net very ct rnvincing hut a \.""l»lt-’-lrrrsecl versien ef the
Persche 5% Speedster. and the sperts versien ef the satne.
were a different matter—at least en the surface. A Ferd
Cnrtina-hased versien ef the Caaelle was effered in the [iii
fer a sltert time.

CLASSIC IIPLICARS he ttattttcatt

CLASSIC IIPRQDUCTIQNS 120 Z

CLASSIC SPQ CAQS (GB)

A cetttpany which, in the late 1'1lH0s. specialised in cenverting
lltatsun .~ls'itIZ and .'i'.ti0Z inte cepies ef the Ferrari ZSIICTO. A
Her.-“er ‘v't-I engine was an eptien. This nensense was stepped
In-' ceurt erder in I959.

CLIAIIFIELD (USA)
A shert-lived maker ef the ttticl-Iij¿fls which made fihreglass
hudies fer the likes ef the Fiat Tepeline and Cresley.

' tsss Cloor¿olcl

c|.s|~|s'r (us/1.)
.-‘ut eutr.tgeeus 'ttrrst;.|l_e_i;|' car at an eutragr.-eus price. the
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Clinrrtfrurirtsl

Clenet was a twe-seater with styling hased en the Mercedes-
Benr. Sa¿li (the ceckpit area was MC Midget) whiclt ran en
a hrand new Linceln Centinental chassis and drive train. A
feur-seater readster was effered in l9?9; the 19%-I1 Series II
was hased en the Mercury Marquis; the I982 Series III car
had a fr-litre Linceln-Mercury VB. Clenets were er-ttremely
espensive hut came with every cenceivahle estra. and were
made at a rate ef ahnut 12S units a year frem 1976 until 1'2-‘S5
when the cempany ceased trading. The name and line were
later revived hy a fermer empleyee ef the eriginal cempany.
In the wacky way ef the cepier. it was pessihle te huy a lew-
cest kit Clertet leekalike hy the late I9810s.

CLIIA (E)
A shert-lived (1958-591 attempt hy a Spanish metercycle
rnanufacturer re preduce an ecenemy sperts car. Looking a
little like an MCB. the Cltta Sperts had a fihreglass hedy and
a ~"1'1).7c‘c twin-cylinder metercycle engine. Like mest attempts
te pewer a car with a metercycle engine, it failed hut aheut
100 esamples were tttade.

_.l'

Cluo Sports, 1958

C C (USA)
In IQBB. Cerhett Meter Cars intreduced the ‘Ceuntach S0005‘,
which was a fihreglass cepy ef a certain Italian car. Fer
paupers. it ceuld he huilt frem a kit en a VW fleer pan hut
the cempany made tttrn key cars using a variety ef engines
{Mazda retary. Chevy V6 etc").

CO 'l' (USA)
In I985. Ceast te Ceast Autemetive Styling hegan te cenvert
innecent Pentiac Fieres inte sernething which suggested a
styling heritage reminiscent ef the tep Italian design studies.
In ether werds, its TR Fiere vaguely resembled a truncated
Ferrari Testaressa.

COBIETII (GB)
A 19‘,-)0 revival ef the Brightwheel Cehra cepy; the revised
product was effered as the ‘Viper’. It used _laguar suspensien
and weuld take engine eptiens fretn Rever VS via Chevy VB
te _laguar "v'12.

'l'Io CO

Germany has spawned few kit makers. and that alene makes
Celani unusual. Between I904 and 1968 it effered a twe-seat



fihreglass hedy. in the style ef centemperary sperts-racers.
lt ceuld he had as a ceupe er a readster and. naturally, used
‘v"'vi’ running gear.

COLD ELL (GB)
Unsuccessful 1967-09 attempt te huild a mid-engined Mini-
hased ceupe. Sis were made and the cempany later huilt
seme 2-litre sperts-racers, which were net very successful.

Coldwrcll GT

I'lllE (RA)
An Argentine ceupé intreduced in 1'90-‘:3 which used the
lecally designed and huilt Terine sehc 51-l+litre straight sis
engine tuned te give 200hhp.

CO) ONI L'I'l'l CUSTOM (USA)
Annnunced in 1980. the AR-1 was a mid~engined twe seat
ceupe ef ungainly aspect with a fihreglass hedy derived, at
several renteves. frent the Ferrari 528. and with a pinch ef
the Ferd GT1-“I0 threwn in fer geed measure. A mtrdilled
Cieneral Meters V6 engine was used in cenjunctien witlt a
ZF five-speed transasle, and the cnmpany premised te taller
each car te the ct1stemer‘s requirements. It appears, herwever.
that there were few. if any. custemers.

Commonwealth
1 Custom All-I, WED

CO (GB)
A shert-lived Lamhergltini Ceuntach cepy ef the tttid-19B0s
netahle fer its use ef a Letus Esprit style chassis.

CO DOII (D)

This 2+2 celape was the final espressitm ef the Trippel iqvl
and Marathen tqvl lines and was made frent I95? te 1958.
It had a steel hackhene chassis. a fihreglass hndy. and all-
independent suspensien hy swing asles and ruhher in
tersien. A tltree-cylinder twe-streke Heinkel engine ef fr??c'c'
delivered its 32hhp threuglt an all-synchremesh fettr-speed

C_Q_NNAU_Gl-IT

tlietrag gearhes and a tep speed ef Bfltnpltfljilkrttlt was
claimed. Aheut 200 were made.
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_ Condor STD, 195?,

had o?Tcc Hainlcol
power

CO llOl'l'I' (GB)
After the Secend ‘~i'Ii='trrld Wrtr Redney Clarke's Centinental Cars
garage had ne new cars te sell hut it was possihle te
circttmvent the severe restrictiens en the heme market hy
huying relling chassis. Thus Cennaught sperts cars were near-
standard Lea-Francis ta HF chassis with their feur-cylinder
1T*'(r?cc engines estensively medified hy Clarkels partner. Mike
Dliver. and hedies were huilt hy I.eacreft ef Egham.

The first custenter was Itienneth MacAlpine, wlte alse
cemtnissiened Cennattgltt te huild F2 and F1 cars whiclt
handled superhly hut were always let dewn hy the lack ef a
cempetitive engine. Clarke was a hrilliant innevater: he
cenceived a mid—engined GT car in I950 [net huilt due te a
lack ef a sttitahle engine}: he hegan werk en a mid-engined
meneceque F1 car in 1954 (net huilt hecause ef the lack ef
a suitahle engine}; and he werlted en such preiects as an anti-
leck hraking system. Financial censtrai nts ht rhhled his designs.
and the activities ef the Cennaugltt racing team.

It sheuld he neted. hewever. that the Cennattght was the
first British F1 car te win a Centinental Cl’ in the pestwar era.
Teny Breeks thrashed the werks Maserati team at Syracuse
in I955. Alas. the entire prnject was dead hy mid 195?.

L2,. L3, L3/SR, ‘I 9&9-S4. Pr-act: 6. 5. 5. At first rwe-
tttedels were eilered. Ll and L2. hut all sis custemers epted
fer the mere ptrwerful LE which had Ltp IF-"ll":-ltp as standard
while up te lllhhp ceuld he ehtained. Wlten Lea-Francis
intreduced tersien har i.f.s in late I949. the cars hecame knewn
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Connaught L2

as Ljis. hut handling was inferier and enly twe were cernpleted.
Despite its h-eam frent asle. and a chassis with the rigidity ef
a spenge. the L2 was a delight te drive altheugtr the ceckpit
was cramped. Despite appearances. heet space was virtually
nen-esistent. Wlten new, the LE was get t-d fer 1tHrttplt.t" lf¿krnlt
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til-fitliiiplt in 1].‘) secrindsi. which were escellent figures.
Cennaught spi ins cars achieved seitte miner cempetitien
sttccesses. I-[tiv~.'ever. they were tee espensive te sell well-

A stripped-dewn versien. the 1.35..-"'Sl~t. was intended fer the
American marl-:et. liut failed hecause it was espensive. peerly
finislted. and it was net particularly quick; enly three were
seld. "w"lic‘n preductien fermally ended in I954 tit had
actually ended years lieferet three remaining L5 cltassis with
Crinnaught-miidified engines were seld en. hut ene has
never heen htidied.

CO "Ii PO RY C SIC (USA)
Frem l*.l'T-"HI. a maker ef fihreglass-hiit.liecl Celira it-ii) and -t.7.!T"'
cepies whiclt used _laguar stispensien in a twin tithe ladder
frame with ii clreice ef Ferd It-"H engines. An attempt te market
it in Britain {as the Centeiitperari.--* Celira'I in the early 1‘-)St1s
was unsttccessful liut in l'i.liJtt it was imperted hy American
Speed Specialities and st ild as the Centemperary -"+2.7 SC.

COIIIVAIII (GB)
A fihreglass “special” liedy maker wlticlt essayed a kit car in
IEISH. It used a ladder frame. BMC series A engine and Miner
ter ASS} running gear. and Ci invair's net particularly handsnme
hedy. The venture ended within a year.

COOPER (GB)
Cine firiti wlticlt surely needs mi intreductien. Ceeper
cencentrated aliuest esclusively ert single seaters and liespeke
spurts racers liut. in the early days, e-ccasienally essayed a
sp-tirts car. There was the ene-elf ‘T-t'. lstsicttlly an enlarged
Siltlcc racer with an enveleping ls i-dy and mid—meunted
Triumph Twin engine. There was alse an uncempleted
prtitetype wliiclt was tti have lt:.td a frtint-nteunted_]AF' Iv’-twin
and settte peeple even cenverted mid—enginet.l Ce-eper ‘r00
Fji cars tti frtittt-ettgiried spens cars. In the end, enly tine
Ceep-er sperts car which ceuld even pretend te he a dual-
pttrpese macltirte saw series preductien.

TO/T1 I-/T21, ‘I 94-I/‘I 950/‘I 951 Pred:apprci:ic24.
The l'ti was a frt int—engi ned spt ins car hased en a similar chassis
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Cooper rs at Aintreo, I95?
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Leo-Francis engined Cooper special

te the "it'It'lci." racers: independent suspensit in frt int and rear hy
tep transverse springs and lewer vvishltenes. jeined tegether
liy a ligltt hut stiff chassis. The engine was ineunted well hack
in the frame. whiclt helped give it escellent handling and it
was usually finished with a tigltt aluminium hedy and cycle
wings. It was underpewered. ltewever. and the Tl-"'1 ef 1'-'-,I"'.‘i0

L. -nI _-

Clili Dclvis in cl Coiopo-r-HG cll Castle Colrtloe, I953

was effered with a tuned Mt} engine. Settte custemers ltad
their ewn hedies fitted and seme used different engines. A
secend hatch was made in l‘iFi.T-I and. hefere leng. st inie Ct i-eper-
Bristel Fl cars were given sperts hedies; tttest ef these have
heen cenverted hack te epen-wheeled fenit fer reasens net
unasseciatecl with cun*ent market value.

COPYCAT (GB)
Freitt the ttiltll-llil'l!‘IflS Cepycat ntade a faithful _laguar C Type
ctipy using _laguar cempenents.

CORBl'l'I' O'l'OR CARS see car:

CO D (USA)
Built hy Glenn Fray. wlte alse made ene ef the cat's which
used the name 'Auhum'. this was a 1%»-it revival ef the great
l‘?.l,‘i0s Cerd Slim.-I12. Cierden Buehrig, whe styled the eriginal
car created a versien which was aheut B0 percent ef the
eriginal's sise. hence it was marketed as the Cerd Hr"1tI. Like
the eriginal it had frent wlteel drive. this time liy reversing the
drive train efthe Cltevrelet Ct irvair. In I*?)fit"i. it was taken ever
hy anether cempany which re-engineered it fer rear wheel
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1965 Cord was scaled dawn

drive. A Ferd -‘i'.l~l-litre VS engine was staitdard fitting hut a T’-
litre Chrysler Magnu itt engine was eptienal. Freductien ended
in IUTE. hy which time alieut 100 cars had been made.

CORRY (GB)
In ISIB3 Ulster l"iusinessm:.in Will Cerry teek ever the assets
ef Davrian. The Cerry Cultra was a inedified Iiiavrian with
re-styled lit iclywtirk which was te few peeple's taste. A werks
car had a lirief ilewering ef success in miner rallies htit. after
that. netlting mere was heard efthe Cerry Cultra. The eriginal
tI]iivrian I cnncept. hewever. was revived as the Darrian tqvl.

Mid-engined Corry Cullra, I933

CORSON (USA)
In the late 1980s. Cersen was ene ef several American eutfits
which press-ganged Pentiac Fieres and made tlieiti leek like
seiiietlting which reseiiihled a Ferrari. In this case the Ferrari
SIEIBB was the cltesen victim and the cars were ntade in
cettpt¿ er epen ferni.

WEB Carson

cestirii

COSTELLO (GB)
In I‘)'.?0, fermer saleen car racer. Hen Cestelle, hegan te install
Itever MS engines in lvIt'_iB CTs and Iteadsters. The result was
a car wlticli weuld tep IZtsiiipli.--"'2t_l{iktttlt. sprint te sisty in TB
secends. and which feund a steady trickle ef sales. After a
ceuple ef years. British Leyland tried a Cestelle cenversien.
liked the idea. and preniptly did everything it ceuld te prevent
Cestelle making mere. In I975. BL hreught eut its ewn versien
wliiclt. altheugh generally censidered inferier te the Cestelle
car. undercut it in the market place. and came with a factery
wanranty. Cestelle cenverted ever 200 cars hefere heing
ferced eut ef htisiness.

COSTIN (GB)
In 19"'iti Frank Cestin was vverking fer the lite I Iavilland aircraft
cempany when his yeunger liretlier, Mike. st iught his advice
en an aeredynamic hedy fer a special a friend ef his was
making. The friend was Celin Chapman. the special was the
Letus M tent]. and se Frank hecame invelved in meter racing.
He designed a nuitiher ef hedies fer Lettis. intreduced
aeredynaitiics tas eppesed te streamlining} te Femiulri 1 with
his hedy fer the 1956 ‘ifanwall. rind alse designed liedies fer
Maserati and Lister.

In 1959 he cellalfierated with __lem Marsh te preduce the
Marcus tqvl rind suhsequently lie designed a nuiiiher ef
lightweight cars efetttstanding aeredynaiiiic efficiency. many
ef wlticlt used weeden meneceques. These included a
pretetype fer 'I“'v"It. the Cestin-?-lathan racing CiTs. the Fretes
Fenmila 2. cars and the TMC-Cestin tqv}. In the late l"~)FIOs a
financier tried te raise hacking fer a new Cestin supercar
which weuld have used a Ceswerth [)F"y’ engine t'Mike Cestin
is the 'Ces' ef Ceswenhi but altlteugli plietegraphs efa medel
were issued. this preject did net pregress te a serieus stage.

IIIIIQO; I QTO-12. Prod: 9. The Amige typified Frank
Cestin‘s appreach te meter cars: it was light. rigid, slippery
and efficient. but little acceunt was taken ef the requirements
ef the market place. The menecnciue was ef plyweecl; frent
suspensien wits hy a Maushall Victer pressed steel cress
memher with Vaushall ceil spring rind deuhle wishhenes:
rear suspensien was by ‘v'icter live asle lecated hy parallel
leading links and a Fanhard rod; the hase engine was the 2-
litre It-Iicter ‘v'Xsif90 unit and the same car previded the discf
drum braking system.

The Amige was se efficient that with enly Sl¿lihp it
weuld reaclt I5?mphr’220kniit I0-00mph in 7'15 secends};
liy ceniparisen the centemperary Ferrari Dine 246 needed
17”:'>hhp te reaclt 1s’i0mph (0-60mph in B.0 secendsl. With
a tuned engine the Amige ceuld he really quick hut it

v '- -.'_I~"I ' Coslin Amiga, rim
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cest .i-_’>._’itttt which ptit it en rt prir with the ‘v'1E _laguar E
Type. At that price. petentirtl iitiyers wanted iitcire
ctinventitinrtl styling and items such as wind-tip windews.
Tlttis ri car whiclt was eutstanding by any engineering
standards was scuppere-:;l liy the frtct that tttest littyers prefer
glitit te integrity.

COVENTRY CLASSICS (us/1.)
A sttiry fer ettr time lies within this cempany's Z jag
Hertdster. intredttced in IAJSI. fer it was rtn accurate cripy

in-
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Covenhy Classics I
-is Jog IoÀolsilr, trait
ef the jaguar SH120 using the rtinnitig gear ef the Datsun
Z series iif sptins cars. There was rt time when thejapanese
were great ctipiers.

CO I I (GB)
Maker. frtiiti It]!-i,-t, tif kits te cenvert a Type 5 Variant er
Frtstliack inte rt fihreglass 'Ftirsche' ‘J11 Turlie. Fersclte teek

_ _r-I-J
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Covin ‘WI Turbo’ coupe, 1990

legal actitin in ISIBS anti the result was a versien with lightly
revised litidy panels. which tinly rt Ptirsclte espert weuld
spet. liit-lti saw a versien which tised transversely meunted
Ferd engines I frtitn the SR2 rind ".'*{RjiI in a bespeke hackhene
chassis altheugh the It-"‘l‘.-5-' gearbeir and tersien har suspensien
was retained; rt discreet rrtdiater grill lieneath the frent
numlier plate was the enly giveaway. A cahrinlet versien
was tiffered rind a "v“'tli*' Beetle-liased Fersche 556 Speedster
cepy wits added in liltiil.

COVINI (I)
Cevini hegan in ISCIH with the manufacture ef feur wheel
drive cress-ceuntry vehicles. In I981 it shtiwed a mid-engined
GT car fitted with a 2.-"i—litre turhecharged MM diesel engine
which delivered its 13‘5lihp tlirtiugh a five-speed Lancia
gearlies ta Lancirt Gamma petrel engine was an eptien]. This
car had disc hrakes and all-independent suspensien. It
appears tti have faded seen afterwards.

CO (GB)
First seen iit 1’1'~§tt’iT’. the Cris CTA-"I was ri tiny mid-engined CT
car using Mini running gear. Putting the engine lieliind the
driver stilved ene ef the prtihleiiis inherent witlt crtrs using
Mini cempenents. its height. rind the CTM was rt very pretty
car. It was hased arettnd rt steel lies sectitin chrissis. with
medified Mini sulifraiiie. tripped liy rt fihreglass lietlyr it
leel-ted geed. hut it was difficitlt te huild.

::""
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Cos GTM, IFT3

The designs first years were marked liy itteves and
cempany changes, btit airing the way it was impreved in
detail. and in I'il'T~)0 was still in preductien liy a cumpany
called CTM Cars. which seemed tti he making rt decent fist
ef it. GTM liretight in Itichard Ctakes. efthe liitiva and Midas.
the twe ltidesttines ef the kit crtr industry. rind he did a tep
te tail rethink which was rt let ittere practicrtl yet still managed
te he a rectignisalile sililing ef the eriginal. The newreld car
was knewn as the CTM Ressa and was availahle as either a
readster er a ceupe.

CRIATIVI - (AUS)
In the late 1980s this eutfit liegrin cenvening the 1‘~J?i-TS
Teyeta Celicrt inte the 'ttalia', an evticatitin efthe Ferrriri 50i~l.
If a ctistenier faveured a mere seher ripprerich tti engineering.
it ceuld supply the parts tti cenvert a ‘t“1li»’ Beetle inte a
‘Ferrera‘. which was a Fersche Carrera cnpy. Alternatively.
the 'Peraga' lirtd a Targri tep.

CRESPI (RA)
I969 saw the arrival ef the Tulia CT. a fihreglass ceupe which
effered a cheice ef lecally-setirced sis-cylinder engines te.g.
Ftird, Bridge. Chevreletl in a ctinventienal frent-engined
chassis. In the I9B0s -ii-litre Ferd er ""i—litre Chrysler were the
engine cheices, linked tti rt ZF gearlitis. The handseme
1:1-.'...*: -re-Ire"
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Tulieta. intreduced in IQTS. cattte as rt 2+2. CIT ceupe er
cenvertihle, hrith with fihreglass bedies, en lrically-inade
Renault 6 chassis and with the 1.4-litre Renault 12 engine.
Suspensien was by tersien liars all reu nd. Oddly. the Tulietri
began life with drtim brakes all reund. theuglt frent discs
arrived tater.

CROSLIY (USA)
Fewell Cresley, rt self-iiiade iiiillienaire. hegan making small
simple cars pewered by inritrircycle engines just liefrire the
Secend ‘Jlterld War. After it he acquired the rigitts te a ?22cc
ehc feur-cylinder engine eriginally crimmissirined liy the LES
gevemntent. Between 1946 and 1952. Cresley made nearly
?0,000 small cars {seme as cheap as $29)} hefere selling his
diverse cerperatien te anether cempany which ceased car
preductien. By that time America had heceme affluent. and
the American buyer wanted the fins and cltrriine which
Detreit effered.

The engine. hewever. was still being mride in Ii?-)0; it
deminated SCCA Class H racing fer decades and was even
used by seme Eurepean makers. such as Meretti and Bandini.

Ila! Shol/Supr i-rs, 1 949-52. Prod: 2493.
America's first mass-prriduced spert car fer many. many
years; the enly difference between the twe medels was that
the Het Shet had cutaway side panels and the IE1?-.0 Super
Sports had deers. Beth were tiny. ultra-light, net very fast,
l.iut a let ef fun-—-they were Sprites ahead ef their time.
Standard engines gave enly Ittihhp but tuning shrips seen
seld goodies and ene in racing trim ceuld deliver S¿hltp,
Tlibhp if blewn. and the grind news was that they were
virtually indestructible. There was a simple frame. rt beam
frent asle en semi-elliptics while the live rear asle was
suspended en quarter-elliptics. 1949-50 Het Shets had
Geedyear-I-Iawley ‘spet’ disc brakes, a first en a preductien
car, but they were prene te seit-te and se were replaced by
Bendis drums.

\__
I Crosloy T¿cc Super

Sports, W50

Cine ef the first fibreglass bedies te be seld in America
was made fer a Cresley hase and cars se finished were knr.iwn
as Wilre Skerpiens.

CSC (GB)

1..,

First shewn at the beginning ef I955. the CSC BSO was ene
ef several early-1950s attempts te market a lightweight sperts
car huilt en the lines ef a twe-seat versien ef a 500cc Femiula
5 car. A tuhular frame heused a vertical twin 650cc BSA
gearbeir which was medified te cenvert ene ef the feur
speeds te a reverse gear. The all-independent suspensien

CUNNINGHAM

frillriwed Ceeper lines, witlt transverse leaf springs and lriwer
wisltlirines.

Since the kerb weight was enly aliriut Elilillli, perftimtance
was quite brisk with 78|riph.r’IE'5kmh itnd 0-fi0mplt in 17.0
secends. The makers were nrithing if net atnhitirius and
annrittnced that they had applied fer an entry rtt Le Mans;
that was wishful tltinking. hewever. and since all
centemperary plietegraphs shew the srtme ntiittlier plate. it
is likely that the car remained rt prritetype.

In 1955. the cempany tried again. this time rising Austin
A50 running gear in a tttliular frame. tripplrtl eff witlt a
Rechdale fihreglass body. It is unlikely that any were seld.

culuur nA|vt(u5A)
Briggs Cunningham, an American ntillirinaire. was attthitieus
tri win Le Mans and his cars came clese several times
(Cunningham himself was fritinh in I952 having driven 20
ef the 24 heurs}. Harl he succeeded it writtld have heen a

it

Cunningham C-I

‘I952 Cunningham C-Ill! sports mcer

hugely peptilar win fer his team cembined style with
spertsmanship—Cunningham was widely described as a
‘sperting gentleman’. the highest praise an Englishman can
cenfer. In 1952. enly bena fide manufacturers were allewed
te run at Le Mans. se Cunningham laid dewn a run ef read
cars te qualify. The last Ctinninghams ran at Le Mans in 1955.
hut that was by ne means the last time a Cunningham-entered
car ran there. The patren’s finest heur came in I958 when
he skippered tlhfitmbia te win the iturierica‘s Cup.

Cunningham C-3. ‘I 951 -55. Prod: 27. attired tin
the Cunningham C-2 sp0rts—racer, which was thet.iretically
available as a read car (brechures were printed but ne cars
were seld fer the read), the C-5 was riffered as a 2+2 ceupe
er a s.w.h. twe-seater rag tep {nine made] and liritli were
styled by Cievanni Michelritti with bedies built by Vignale.
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Michelotli-styled Cunningham C-3 coupé, I953
l7nder the skin was a ttibular clirissis. with i.f.s by ceil springs
rind dritible wisltlirines. ri live rear asle (the C-E had rt de
lltien systenit, rind rt Ellllilip SS-litre Chrysler ‘v'i~l engine
whiclt rlriive either thrtiugh a Chrysler Fltiid-Trirciue seitti-
ritittimritic transntissien er ri fiiiir-speed EF senti-atitriiiiritic
‘Ii-;i:r. Handstime rind uuick tIStt+mpli.--"'2-i0+kittlt. 0-fi0mpli
in ti.j secrintlsl. the C-35 was alse very espensive ISI l.U00+l'
whiclt ricciitints fer the lriw prridtictitin. but in truth
Cunninghant was really enly interested in rricing. After
building his riwn crirs fer five yerirs. and failing te make a
prrifit. under American law Ctinningliriiii was rilile tri write
riff the tiital espendittire as a tas ltiss. sriitietliiiig wlticli
esplains why l.ance Reventltiivs Scarrib preiect alse lristed
esrictly five yea rs.

CLIR'l'A A (GB)
First sliiiwn in prrittitype frimi in lS"~.It..t. the Ciinrinri was the
wtirk iif the it-"rirks lltesigit Sttidiri rif Sheffield. It was a iitirl-
enginer.l ripen rwe-seat kit crtr with a difference; its styling was
brith eriginal rind estnirirtliitririly striking—indeed it lirire
frivetirrilile criiiipririseii witlt ma iiy an ltrilirin stipercrtr. A tuhular
space frame acceitimritlated an Escert Mk_‘.i engine rind all-
independent stispensir in by ct iil springs rind deuble wishhenes.

-L; -rs. - ' -—'
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I990 Curtono prototype

Cl.lS'l'Ol(A (A)
lntrtir.lticed itt IS"-"'l. the Custrika ‘Hurrycan' was rt 2+2 ceupii

-I
II-'

Custoko Hurrycon of
‘".'-.-="i-‘r IIITI wos"ilW|:iosed-. .- -.53‘

based en l.f‘t—llII't.i' It-"T-i~’ Beetle rtinning gear tthe 1.?-litre ‘i.""'w'-
Fersche ‘feur’ was an eptien}; it had an eriginal fibreglass
hedy altheugh the designer ltad rilii.-'irittsly been smitten by
the Ferd GT-i0. The later ‘Strate ES‘. was a fairly crinventirinril
fastback 3+3 ceupe. which was sltrirter. nrirrtiwer and
marginally lighter. and less glriittrirritis.

CllS'I'O DISIGI SSOCI S
(USA)
Maker frriitt the lrite li.tt~i0s tiftlie CTF‘. rtn rr.vIrward evricritirin
ef the Ferrrtri f_iTB Silt-l. frent-engined because it was based
en the Ferd Fintri. A number ef Ferd engines critild be fitterl.
frem a 2..-S-litre 'v'{i te rt S-litre ‘v't-I.

I952 GTF by Custom
—— Design Associates
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The Imus Si: was Colin Chapman’: first cur. The Seven [shnwn
here}, inirnduced in 195?, was u d-uvelopmenf oi ii an-cl luocumu lotus’ ¿rst

pup-ulur mud cur







i
i

Catar|'|am's Sup-nr T HPC rnarkacl a cleparlura in 1990, for apart from var;
aarly Latus suggasiians ihai altemaiiwa engines such as H1: BMC A s-arias unit

mighibu¿iiacl itwas l'|1-u¿rsinsad-el in a 30-yaar~aH sari-aslhatwas nas
powered by a Farc!-based angina. lfs 2-lifra Vauxhall angina was rated at
l75b|1p in twin-carhuralhr hnn, and that was mans Ih-an lhraa ¿mas Àu:

pawn!’ an a¿lsr in lulu-‘l95Us Swans...
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Daihatstfs parent enmpanv hegan making internal
enmlatstinn engines in I9t'J?. three-wheeled vans in 1950,
three-wheeled passenger ears in 1'-1)‘i.l1i. and fnur-wheelers in
19-55. In 15i{i?' Dailtatsu was tal-ten nver hv Tnvnta and has
sinee maintained its nwn identilv: dull.

cÀlllilÀgll¿ iÀ¿lll; I 963-69. The ‘E"ipnrts' was nnt
a Eurnpean"s idea ni‘ a spnrts ear: it was a rag-tnp mndel in
a range wl‘iiel‘i ineiuded a sainnn and an estate ear {like the
Triumph Heraldi hut the Japanese regarded it as a spnrts ear
in 1965 heeause there was nnthing else arnund nn their hnme
ma rket. all the range had separate ehassis, with live rear aisle
suspended nn semi-elliptics, and in 1965 frnnt dise hrakes
were fitted. The ¿rst t't_it|r-tfvlinder engines were -ii ihhp ?9?ee
units hut. in 1965. ea p;it;‘ll‘jv' was increased tn 958n:. The spnns
versinn gave If¿laltp, whieh was verv respeetah-le fnr an
engine that size. and the ear vvnttld tnp 'i}[]tnphr'11i'§-kttth.

F.‘-"i .|_.
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L"i'?cc Daihahu
C°""P°9"" Swimwas

ELI l.ER {GB}
Fnunded in IH95 tn esplnit Gnttleih Daimlers patents,
Britain‘s nldest mntnr manufacturer was snnn ereating its
nwn designs and hei'nre lnng had nn fnrmal links with the
great German pinneer. The Prinee nf Wales {later Edward
vtn hnught a Daimler in 190-it and Daimler heeame the
rtivttl familv‘s first ehniee fnr Fiftv vears. The enmpanv,
whieh had heen taken nver lav BSA in 1910. fnund it hard
tn adapt tn ehanged ennditinns after the Seennd Wnrld ‘War,
and saw its traditinna] market shrink. In 1954 Daimler
mnved dnwn market with the small (2.5 litrei Crinnuest
series nf salnnns, nne nf whieh, the ‘Centurv, perfnrmed
ereditahlv in rallies and salnnn ear raeing. The enmpanv
then hegan tn present a mnre spnrting image lfiut it was tnn
stttall tn survive as an independent and in 196i) was tal-zen
nver Irv jaguar.

Canquali Canl-ury laaslÀlr, I 954-55. Prod:
65. Daimler‘s first spnrting ear sinee 19138. the Rnadster fitted
uneasiiv intn the market: Daintler‘s image was hardlv sparky.
the styling was tn few penple's taste, and it was eapensive.
tinder the skin it was pure Clnnquest. enmplete with l0s'iin
wheelhase. vvhieh esplains the elnngated shape and it
weighed the same as the salnnn. a pnnlv jldtilb. Frnnt

DAIMLER
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I954 Daimler Co-|1questCenhrry Iaadslar

suspensinn was hv wishhnnes and tnrsinn hars, the live rear
I-.'i.‘.'sIlt':_.‘ was suspended nn senti—elliptieal springs, while the
straight sis 2435ee engine was tweaked tn give lÀtihhp and
drnve thrnugh a Àuid flywheel and pre-seleetnr ‘hn:-t.
Perfnrmanee was hardlv startling and althnugh it has heen
ealled a '1Eit}mpli' ear, its true tnp speed was B9n"ipl1f145l~tmh
and it trsak 19.? secnnds tn reaeh si:-thy. Cin tnp nf that it was
thirstv ta driver was luele; tn average ZÀntph) and the dnim
hrakes were pnnr.

Àanquali Canillry iparii Caupé, I 956-51'.
Prod: 54. The Spnrts f'It':.-ape had imprnved hrakes and a
third seat was plaeed aernss the haek nf the enekpit, Like
the Rnadster it had eziteellent luggage eapaeitv and lu:-zury
items sueh as a pnwerenperated hnnd and autnmatie
ehassis luhrieatinn. Perfnrmanee remained medinere,
althnugh handling was quite gnnd. At £1928 it was mnre
espensive than a _laguar }{IsI1"5U, whieh helps tn esplain
its rarity.

H7250, ‘I 959-64. P1-ad: 2650. Often errnnenusly
ealled the *Dart' t¿ndge nwned the name and stamped nn
the ideai the 5P25O was distinguished hv a splendid tile:-tible
25-48ee ‘nver-square‘ V8 engine whieh delivered lsi¿lhhp
and gave the ear lively perfnrmanee [l2fimphr’2U(ikmh

-_.______*_______._
'“.-1-- -__

I
-III‘

Daimler SFESD



i:Ta'uvttEtt

ma.t-timttm speed. l.l—hl)mpl"t in B.H secnnds}. Disc hrakes all
rnund were then still unusual. Twn cltildren cnuld he carried,
the standard nf ¿nish was high, nptinns included a hard tnp,
and at .£-155?’: it was keenly priced. Linfnrtunately its ¿breglass
hndy was cnnceived in haste inr panic. as the end was in sight
lnr Daimler} and its stvling was cnntrnversial, and it never gnt
prettier. Fttrther, nn earlv mndels the chassis was sn ¿e:-tihle
that snme hp-dies cracked. which did nnthing fnr their lnnks.
_laguar snrted nut that prnhlem with the imprnved 'B‘ ntndel
[April 1961} hut the car never snld as well as it deserved.
Daintler’s image was partlv tn hlame. fnr mnst nf its prnducts
were then litnnttsines. The SP25U was rarelv raced in Eurnpe.
althnugh it was quite successful in the States.

R (BR)
In 19?“) this ¿n"n intrnduced the ‘Squalci’ which was a mid-
engined ¿hreglass cnupe hased nn the mechanical cnmpnnenn
nf the ‘v"+X=' Passat. It had disc brakes nn all fnur wheels and
all-independent suspensinn hv tnrsinn hars. 'Squaln' actuallv
means shark hut the hndv was whale~lii-re.

Built frnm 1981, this was a mid-engined. fihreglass-hndied
Brazilian cnupé which used a 1.5~iitre versinn nf a lncallv
prnduced 1..’:-litre Fiat engine.

IAN (GB)
alter the Iftavrian cnncept had hrie¿y passed intn the hands
nl‘ Will Cr:-rr'_t-* tqvi prnduetinn was revived again in I*~Inrth
Wales hv Tim Dttffee. Instead cif a simple ¿breglass
tttnnttecique.»’hndv the hnm-again versinn if which reverted tn
tl‘te D'tts'¿;1n s.tj_vle'It was rein¿arced with Hevlar. A rull cage
was integral and this hinted at the kev tn the revival: the car
was intended fnr cnmpetitinn. Uarrians were ¿tted with a
wide range nf engines, up tn an enlarged (2.2-litre} versinn
nfthe dnhc Hart F2 ttnit nf the early 198135. Mnre tn the pnint,
they seemed capahle nf taking 2.5[i+hltp and were verv
success¿tl in British cluh rallies.

[USA]
In the n"tid—19’5t.ls Hnrward Darrin, the man respunsible fnr
the striking lines n-ii the Kaiser-[Darrin sports car tqvi. hegan
tn market ¿hreglass hndies fnr dnmestic prnducts and alsn
nffered assetnhled cars. In additinn Darrin built an npen sis-
seat car nn a DKW hase and an esitranrdinarv twn-seat bndv
nn a Panhard chassis.

SPORT! (GB)
In 1990 this cnmpany revived the Listair Dash (qvi which was
a further develnpment nf the ‘Wit? Beetle-hased car which
Peter Pellandine develnped during his time in Australia and
in Britain was knnwn as the Rembrandt. Dash included
.»*.li'asud and Fiat-snttrced kits amnng its nptinns. The cc.-ntpanv
alsn tnnl; nver the NICA Spnrts hilt} which was a small spnrts
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car, using Fiat 126 cnmpnnents nriginallv designed by an
Italian lacing driver, Aurelin Beaai. It was a sensible spnrts
car fnr a vnnng driver hecause althnugh perfnrmance was
nnt etttranrdinarv, insurance premiums were lnw and 60mpg
was claimed.

DLTSIIN see Nissan

DAVRIAN (GB)

After structural engineer Adrian Evans had made a cnuple
nf npen-tnp prntntypes hased nn Hillman Imp running gear,
he intrnduced the Davrian ivtkl in 196?. This car used Hillman
Imp running gear in a stiff and light fibreglass mnnncnquer’
h-ndv. Like the specials, the ¿rst cars were npen tnpped hut
in 19-[38 the little ¿rm shnwed a fastback cnupe, the *Demnn’,
which cnuld take a variety nf engines.

Twn hundred kits had been snld by I9'?2 and by 1973

AI:Irat:eaIDa\nians



there was a range nf nptinns which included ‘¿ll-t Beetle and
Mini engines. Must custnmers preferred the ltttp engine,
hnwever. and there was a mis hetween huj.-'ers whn hnught
the cars fnr rnad use (tltev were remarkahlv cheapl and thnse
w hn wanted tn nice them. in 19?=i a Davrian wnn the British
Mndspnrts Champinnship ntitrigltt. and the marque then
dnminated the series fnr snme vears. The trnuhle was that
the bttving puhlic hegan tn regard thettt as racing cars, with
a rnad versinn available, rather than genuine dual-purpose
cars. Tltus while Davrian went frnm strength tn strength nn
the tracks. sales fnr rnad use tailed nff.

In 1‘~)?n the cnmpany; mnved tn Wales and, after it had
tnade annther an cars, it shnwed a new mndel. the Dragc:-n,
in l¿ltil. This had a crisp. if bland. versinn nf the estahlished
hndv tngether with the running gear nf the Fnrd Fiesta, with
disc hrakes all rnund- lt was pritnarilv intended fnr rnad use
and the Welslt Develnpment Agency invested in the idea.
I')avrian ei-tpanded and tnnk nn new premises but sales did
nnt hack the nptimisnt {there was a general tum-dnwn in
the ecnnnmvl and earlv in 1983 the cnntpanv fnlded, and
the assets were acquired hv Will Ctirrv (see Cnrrvl.

DAWB (GB)
Althnttglt nnljv ever intended as a t:tne—t;-fl‘, the DAWB
deserves its place here hecause it is. quite simplv. the ¿nest
special ever made. David Wttnds. a Belfast engineer, and
Archie Bell. a Nnrtnn wnrks rider, cnnceived it in 1955 and
it was 15 '3.-'ears in the tttaking. It was a strikinglv handsnme
2+2. 5'1" cnupe with a unique dnhc straight-sis airscnnled l.5—
litre engine tnnunted transverselv nver the frnnt wheels. Its
l50l."tltp was delivered via chains tn a bespnke gearb-nz using

_laguar ratins which. in tttrn, drnve the frnnt wheels.
iiuspensinn was independent all rnund by dnuble wishhnnes
suspended hv rubber bttshes in tensinn.

The numher nf pans nn the car which were snurced frnm
nther cnmpa nies was tiny and amnunted t"}t‘tl‘_l.’ tn detail ¿ttings
such as instruments and dnnr frames, fnr even the starter
mntnr and the fnur-wheel disc hrakes were speciallv made.
As if all this was nnt ennugh. the steel bndy was made tn
Rttlls—Rnvt'e standards.

It was quick and handled well hut, having fulfilled his
dream, ‘lftttatds lnst interest and started tn build a bnat. Sn,
the l}A‘~.ll/"ti, which tndav sits in the Belfast Transpnrt Museum,
cnvered little tnnre than 1000 miles.

sea D] SPCIIHTS CARE-

nn 0 A (USA)
Maker nftlte ‘Migi‘, a fihreglass ‘ivt¿ Tl)‘ hndv nn a ‘v"i\t»" Beetle
¿nnrpan which was intrnduced in IEJT6 and bv 1980 had

Ji 

I_.

I'?B2Da)1anaMaya

_  F_é

hecntne the mnst pnpular kit car in America. Like mnst cars
nf its tvpe it was let dnwn bv its wheels which were pressed
steel with ‘wire-effect‘ huh caps. In 1982, the 'Mt'tva' rnadster
jnined the range and the cnmpanv hegan tn nffer ‘lusurvi
trim kits and wire wheels. It is nnt tn be cnnfused with
annther American finn nf the same name which attempted
tn market a micrncar in 1956.

c stcs tee;
Mid-1980s maker nf the ‘204GT‘, a Ferrari Dinn cnpy using
Lancia Beta cnmpnnents. Uavtnna Classics intrnduced a
Trltlmph TR? t_‘n['>}=' in 1989. Why anynne shnuld want tn dn
this at a time when real TR'?s were still unlnved remains a
n"tvstet"_v.

DB (F)
Charles Deutsch and Rene linnnet were French enthusiasts
whn had nnce been prnmised a drive in a wnrks car fnr the
1956 French GP (ntn fnr spnrts cars} and when that failed
tn tnaterialize thev set ahnut making their nwn Citrnen-hased
specials. tinfnrtunateiv. these were nnt ready until 1959, sn
althnugh the twn friends were ahle tn nin in a few events
in France that vear. the cars then had tn stand idle fnr the
nezt si:-t.

1"--st
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Early W50: DB Panltarcl coupé

tn 194,5. hnth the Citrnen specials, nne a 1.5-litre car the
nther a 2—litre, were placed in the first pnstwar race meeting,
in Faris. Meanwhile a mnre advanced car was nearing
cnmpletinn. wnrk nn this had heen started clandestinelv in
nccupied France during the war, at snme risk tn the twn
enthusiasts. ?5bhp was claimed fnr the Citrnen 1lC"v' engine
and suspensinn was independent all rnund, hy tnrsinn bars
and wishbnnes at the frnnt, and swing at-tles at the rear. Given
the circumstances nf its birth. the chassis specificatinn was
advanced, while the hndv was trulv ntttstanding, a lnw,
envelnping aluminium shell resembling in prnfile the later
Pnrsche 550.

That car summarised the fnrrnula fnr all later DBs: lnw
weight. lnw drag and a tuned prnduetinn engine. In the
partnership, Charles Deutsch was the thenretical engineer
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whn had a natural instinct fnr aertttlynantics, while Rene
Bnnnet cnmplentented him tttltnirttlslj.-', heing a pragmatic
tttechanical engineer. This cnmhinatinn nf talents was tn
make DB pre-eminent atnung French makers nf small-
capacitv spnrts cars.

llli made a number nf LIitrnen~hased single-seaters and
spnrts cars nn a distinctive furl-{ed httclditnne chassis until
F.Iteutsch and Bnnnet discnvered Fanhard fnvl. a discnverv
encnuraged as Liitrtten prnved difficttlt nver the supply-' nf
pans. A prtittitype C.itrnett—l"atsed car intended fnr prnduetinn
was thus stillhnrn. In 15‘-ti). the friends fnrnted Autnmnbiles
IJB and. the fnlln'-.ving vear, huilt a 500cc Panhard-hased car
fnr the new lnternatinnal Fnrmula j. It was an ndd lnnking
device with a hugh grnttnd clearance and the engine
tttnunted tn the fnre nf the frnnt wheels. as nn the Fanhard
Iltvnit. Ahnttt the nnlv thing which can he said fnr it was that
it was une uf the hest French 500cc F5 cars, which was nn
distinctinn at all. and it had a very,-* varied single-seater
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l.ala as Panharsl caupli
career—t here was even a supercharged ?50cc versinn, whiclt
made it a F1 car which raced nnce. in the l9fi5 Pau GP (it
finished 16 laps dnwn}. and it was finallv resurrected fnr
Fnrmula _]uninr.

(Inncurrent witlt the ¿rst F5 car, DB tttrned its attentinn tn
spnrts-racers and while the single-seater had been nutlandish,
the spnrts cars were stthtle. Manv Panhard cnmpnnents were
used. antl the suspensinn was pure Fanhard escept that nnly
a single transverse leaf was ttsed at the frnnt. As with the
Citrnen-engined DBs, the ntttstanding feature was the all-
envelnping lnw-drag hndy-'.

DBs appeared at Le Mans frnnt l9t’i9 nn, but they were
nnt successful until the mid-1950s when they began tn
dnminate the 7“i0cc class in intematinnal events; there were
nttmernus class wins at Le Mans, at Behring. in the Mille
Miglia and even an nutright win in the 195-ti Tnurist Trnphv.
a Wtiritl Cltantpitinsltip event which was n.tn nn handicap.
All the successful cars used Panhard cnmpnnents, althnugh
snmetimes the partners made Renault-hased cars.

At the 1952 Paris iialnnn, DB eshihited a rnad-gning cnupe
hased nn a bins‘.-sectittn chassis using Panhard Dvna
stispensinn frnnt and rear. At ¿rst the engines in these cars
ranged frnm a 50bhp 610cc unit up tn a supercharged 850cc
engine which gave i¿hhp tfrum 1954}. The ¿rst cars had
aluminium bndies, hut fibreglass shells were ttsed frnm 1955,
htv which time frnnt disc hrakes were an nptinn and engines

nf 100-0cc and even 150Ut.'c were uffered. tflustnmers had a
great deal nf chnice in the final specificatinn nf their cars
and DB develnped an all-sjvnchrnmesh versinn nf the
Panhard gearhns unit hefnre Panltard did sn. titver the vears
the I"!-t_l~l;I‘jF"t"~.*t.‘tt'l-ti changed. and hecame slimmer. Prnductinn inf
rnad cars was minttte, and nn reliable rnad test ¿gures are
ava-.ilahle. Besides, since the custnmer chnse frnm a menu,
hardlv anv twn Dlls were alike.

In 1901 the twn partners had a disagreetttent: Bnnnet
wanted tn switch tn a Renault—l"tased car. Deutsch wished tn
stick with Fanhard; and sn thev went their separate wavs,
thtts ending a ltigltlv successful partnership. liv an ndd quirk
nf fate a ?'50cc Cl")-Panhard ttjf} = Charles llteutschi wnn its
class and came lnth at Le ivtans in 1'-J(?'t.2, while in l?th spnt,
and alsn a class winner. was a I-litre Bnnnet-Renault. Rene
Bnnnet made cars under his tnvn name and then was taken
nver lav Matra. Deutsch hecame a successful engineering
cnnsttltant.

DI BRIJY (GB/USA)
An American, jnhn de Bruvne, hnught the rights tn the
Gnrdnn-Heehle and, in 1968, tnnk space at the hletv Ynrk
Mntnr Eihnw tn dntm up httsiness. On the stand were twn
re-hadged (Iitirtitin-ltieehles and a new mid-engined cnupe
which had a 5.7-litre Chevrnlet engine, a five-speed tntnsazde,
and a claimed tnp speed nf 1t~i0tnplt.--"'z'E}[lkn1lt. That mnre nr
less cnncludes the sttiry nf De Bruvne.

DEEP S DEIISO [GB]
Chris Lawrence made his reputatinn as an engine tuner,
mainlv nf Triumph engines. anti as the driver nf a verv
successful Trittmph-engined Mnrgan. In 1960 his firm,
Lawrencetune, shnwed its first racing car, a ‘¿t?’-laased
Fnrmttla juninr car which had ahsnlutely nnthing tn
cnmmend it {nnr did a revised versinn a vear later). Bnth
were marketed as ‘Deep E-iandersnns' hecause the backer nf
the enterprise was called Handersnn and Lawrence was a fan
nf the jazz musician Deep Hendersnn.

After failing with fnrmula cars, Lawrence cnncentntted nn
spnrts cars. At the end nf 1961 he shnwed a twn seat fihreglass
cnupé hndv nn a backbnne chassis, with a Mini engine
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Deep 5-anclursan at practice, Ln Mans



behind the driver. and rear sttspensinn hv ‘Lawrence-link‘
trailing amts. The few snld were mainly.-' ttsed in cnmpetitinn.
then in l9nj-i Lawrence shnwed the ,?t0lGT. a mnre attractive
ttpdated derivative nf which l-i were snld.

Deep Handersnns ran several times at Le Mans in the l9~fitls,
alvt-'avs w ithnttt sttccess. The unsttccessful *50i' nf 1901i had
tuned Mini engines frnnt and rear, and the "505" cnupe was
bttilt f-nr Fnrd pnwer. Lawrence was alsn invnlved in the
abr.'trtive jack Pearce Fl effnrt and the Mnnica GT car fqvi,
which bnth used Martin ‘t.-"'1'-it engines.

DEETYPE REPIJCAS SEE wtsnrtstn

DE ll CHAPEI-I-5 (F)
A l9T»'t-i fibreglass tit:-pg nf the Bugatti Tvpe 5'5 based nn a
backl".tnne chassis with iii)-*I"W fl—series mechanical cnmpnnents
and a chnice nf engines frnm 2 litres tn ll-i litres. in 193-ll.'.l
there was a lnnger wheelhase, and mttdem wheels and tyres
tnade the car mnre cnmpetent nn the rnad. at snme cnst in
aesthetic aspects. ln 1990 a 2+3 mndel nffered and, by
that time. the De La Chapelle familv had taken nver the lvtlttii-i
cnttpe and had begttn marketing it as the "1.-’enturi'.
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De Lo Chapello Tourer and Roadster

D GE (F)
Lnuis Deluge h-egan making cars in 1905 but did nnt ct:tme tn
the fnre until the 1920s when his cnmpanv huilt snme superb
racing cars. In 1935 Deiage was acquired lay Delahave anti
eventuallv the cars hecame badge—e-ngineered versinns nf its
stepsparencs. ln l9‘30 French gnvemment ¿scal measures,
designed tn encnurage mass prnduetinn. dealt a hndy blnw tn
all French ltand-built car makers. In l9fs'l the cnmpanv merged
with Hntchkiss httt this new grnup died the fnllnwing year.

D‘, '| 946-53.. Prod: apprna: 250. Delage attempted tn
re-enter the market after the War witlt a warmt-rdsnver versinn
nf its 195'? D-6, which had been designed ht; Delahave. The
shnrt-strnke 5-litre engine, t'_'Intal electric gearbnz {fnur speeds
fnrwards and reverse l. and hvdraulic bra kes were pure Delage.
Like all prnper mntnr cars nf the time. mnst were supplied

DeIogeD63li|reatth|sFaris Solon in ‘I9-ll-I5

as a bare chassis and the client chnse his cnar.*l‘ihuilder. it
was available nnlv with right hand drive—tlte pnpular reasnn
is that rhd cars were safer when driving nn the right nver
the Alps bt.tt this writer thinks the real reasnn is that. deep
in their hearts, serinus French engineers knew it was cnrrect.

a|t|.At|AYs (F)
Delahave cnuld trace its rnnts hack tn a brick making factnrv
fnunded in IB-t’i5. Emile Delahave jnined the ¿rm twentv years
later and bv degrees he steered the cnmpany ¿rst tnwards
steatn, then gas engines. The first car was bttilt in lB9s'i and
bv the late 1950s Delahave had absnrhed Delage {qvl and
was making espensive high perfnnnance cars. Its n-tnge
included a car witlt a V12 engine which was ttsed in Grands
Pris. and lnternatinnal spnrts car racing ta Delahave finished
secnnd at Le Mans in 195? and in 1953, Delahayes were ¿rst.
secnnd and fnurthl.

Delahave. then, was a serinus cnnstn.tctnr httt that did nnt
help it when. in 1950, the French gnvemment intrnduced fiscal
measures which hit lah-our intensive ¿rms, althnugh pan nf the
trnuble was that all develnpment wnrk had been suspended
during the Ctccupatinn sn Delahave was marketing pre-war
designs. Things were nnt tnn bad in the immediate postwar
years because there was a seller's market bttt prnduetinn
drnpped frnm nearly 500 cars in 1950 tn three in 1955. Frnm
1951 Delahave made a _]eep~like vehicle fnr the ntilitarv and
ahnut 10,000 nf these were made until 1955. Delahave
cnmhined with the equallv ltard-pressed fimt nf Hntchkiss in
19fvi. and the revered name was used nn trucks until 1950.

'|"| 35, '| Q3‘-5 I . Prod: apprnatt 2.000 including pre-
warprnduetinn. In 1956 versinns nfthe T155 wnn the Mnnte
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attasavt H

Carin ltally. cante 1-.11-:1 in the Marseille Grand Pris and secnnd
and thirtl in the French GP. which was fnr spnrts cars. lt was.
therefttre, a car with prnvenance and availahle in twn and
fnur seat versitms. It had a ,'%.I.'fi-litre straight-si:-t engine {which
came in varinus states nf tune, giving up tn 155l:thp).
independent frnnt suspensinn. a tI.".ntal electrically nperatetl
eigltt-speed gearbns {fnur speeds in either directinnl and
massive 1-lin dn.tm brakes which were cable nperated. All
were huilt with right hand drive, sn espnrt nppnrtunities were
limitetl. ttnd all were presented nude with the custnmer
arranging the bndy with the cnachbuilder nf his chnice.

'|"| 15, ‘I 948-5 '| .. Pnad: approx 150. Delahaye's ¿rst prist-
war mntlel was a revised T15’; with a seven hearing. -11.5-litre
versinn nf the T155 engine which gave up tn l='1t0l?tltp. The nld
transverse leaf i.f.s. was replaced by Dub-nnnet cnils, tn the
detriment nftlte handling, but the I???» had a tie Dinn rear t1){lt:.‘
anti hytlraulic brakes tat last 1. l.nng—cltassis versinns(T1'?B anti
'l"1H0l were snld with a single carburetter l.?.5lZ:-ltp engine, but
these were bnth salnnns. Cars in this series had left hand drive.
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Delahoye TITS an the I951 Monte Carlo Rally

T135, ‘I Q5 ‘I -3.. Prn-d: apprnitt 90. Frnm 1951 Delahaye
tttade nnly nne tnntlel which was an uprated T1T*'5 with 1‘_i2l2tl1p
antl was uffered v.-'ith a standard. tntidern. bndy made by bnth
Antertt and Letnumeur et Marcband, thnugh e.-Lher bndies
ct tultl be ¿ttetl.
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I951 Dalohaye T235 by 5-aoutchilt

DE l'I' (GB)
A shnn—lived kit car maker nf the tnid—l9H~0s. ln 198-i Delkit
marketed the 'Caminn', a 2+2. cnupe tlesignetl tn take Fnrd
Cnrtina cnmpnnents nn a tubular backbnne chassis. The
{_1amintt’s styling was a little unusual and was the prnbahle
reasnn fnr its failure.

The I934 Delltit Camina usecl Carlirta ports

DEl.l.O (GB)
when itnn Lnwe matetl a Fnrd Ten engine tn an Austin Seven
chassis, and clad it with a simple bndy tttade nn the
strperittggertt principle. he ntatie a fnnnidahle trials car, and
was snnn asked tn huild replicas. His etnplnyer, l-{en
Delingpnle. himself a trials driver. saw the pntential antl.
wnrrietl by the prnspect nf lnsing his general manager, fnnned
a partnership. Space was fnuntl at Delingpt:-le's engineering
wnrks and prnduetinn hegan.

Dellnws were marketed as dual—purpnse cars and snld well
until 1952 when trials began tn be tlnminated by drivers with
bespnke specials, and restrictinns nn the hnme market were
lifted sn giving the buyer mnre chnice. The decline set in
during that year and. three years later, the prnject was taken
nver by l'*~Ieville 1*-Jiglttingale. By then the cnncept's days were
nver, and bliglttingale snld few cars. alt hnugh prndttct inn did
nnt fnrmally end until 1959.

MRI/II/IIC/III, ‘I 949-56. Prod: apprnx 250.
including kits. The earliest cars ttsed scrap Austin chassis hut

h.

__,_ )'1I==..'=tt=l
-I-I —

§-...¢|-| -1%.-

"; -I|""___1.|-1-—_"

- -1
1..

-' ‘I.

-t'1. I-ti-if.1!

Dellow Mitt



then Dellnw tnade a similar frame using es-WU rncket bndies.
This illustrates the prtiblertts faced by small British cnnstntctnrs
at the time-—-they were grateful ¿ir any material—hut the quality
tif the metal was superb and lilelltiw chassis dti nnt rust. At
first niarketetl as a kit car. using the Fnrd 11?.1cc engine.
Del lt iws were stitin stiltl ctimplete and Fnrd arranged fnr them
tn be distributed thrtiugh selected agencies. Snme were bought
eitclusively fcir rnad ttse and a finti nf agricultural engineers
btitight Dellnws ftir their mechanics becatise they cnuld tackle
remnte fann tracks. They were alsti snld tn famiers in Snutli
Africa and hiew Eealand. Cnil springs and a Fanhard rnd
replaced the Austin Seven-style quarter elliptics at the rear nn
the Mkll. The 1955 lltl tbuilt by hieville Nightingale} was an
ectinntny mt itlel using Fnrd l-**npular parts while the IIE, annther
l‘~iightingale car. hatl full instr"umentatit'in antl the 100E engine.

Mklll/IV, 1 952-55. P1'Dd: 1s.Ttit-;- Mklll ‘w.t'.1S it lnng
wheelbase ftiur-seater which was initially built tn accnmmndate
Rtin Ltiwe's grtiwing family. Unfnrtunately the revised weight
distributitin mtttle the Mklll unsuitable fnr ctimpetitinn and. at
.£B-“i0, it was an espensive way tti be ctild and unctimft'ir'table
tin the rtiad. The Mkl"'v' was Rtin Lnwe"s Ml-{Ill {which began
life as a Mkl, then b-ecame the prntntype Mklll ¿tted with a
1=i0tict' Ftird Cnnsul engine but. since Ft ird wtiuld ntit supply
these units. it retnainetl a prtitntype. Thus the Delltiw Mklll
and IV eitistetl tinly as erttensitins nf Rnn 1itiwe's ¿rst car.

HEY, ‘I 953-I5. The last tif the tradititinal Dellnws, the
l"t.-ll-tit-" was a lightweight mtidcl with a slimmer hndy and the
beam frtint aide suspentled nn cnil springs instead nf the
tradititinal Ftirtl transverse leaf. As usual there were nti dntirs
lthey were an tiptitinal eittra tin all cars but cutting the htiles
sptiiled rigidityl and this time the 1112 engine drtive thrtiugh
a ftiu r-speed Mnrris gearbtiit. lts day, ht iwever, was lting past
and few were rttatle altlitiuglt wnrks driver Tnny Marsh ran
nne in races. sprints and hill climbs as well as trials. Marsh
btiilt a special frtim Dellnw lvlkiv’ parts antl this still eitists,
with a later ¿lireglass litidy. as a Marsh Special.
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IAIN], ‘I 957-59.. Prod: 6. A Neville 1*-iiglttingale tar with
an enveltiping lititly made frnm aluminium tntit. as stimetimes
saitl. til lilireglassi tin a latltler frame. Frtint suspensinn was

DELOREAN

by swing aitles with cnil springs and underslung semi-elliptic
springs were used with the live rear aitle. It was htiped tn
use the 105-E engine which Fnrd had in the pipeline but when
this was late in ctirning the Mkifl was made with the elderly
10-0E unit. The result was a car which lnnked like a Fnrd Ten
special, was under-pnwered, and was eitpensive fnr its
perfnmtance and kerbside presence.

DELOR (USA/GB)
In its artitiety tti create inhs in l"~inrthen'i Ireland, the British
gnvemment igntired advice. and ctimmnn sense and backed
_lnhn Z. DeLnrean, whn had been tnuting his idea ftir a
resptinsible spnrts car tti any gnvemment which wnuld listen.
Tn have been successful it wtiuld have had tn have snld mnre
cars than every tither mndel in its class was selling, yet it was
billed as an ‘eitclusive' car. Its main selling pnints were really
nnly ginuriicks: gull-wing dtinrs and a ‘stainless steel body‘
which was really nnly a metal veneer nver a plastic shell and
stainetl easily. The car failed tn match its prnjected price, fuel
ecnntimy. and quality. The initial favnurabie receptinn snnn
cnnled. ¿nancial irregularities within the ctimpany did nnt
help matters and the prtiject quickly fell apart.

Gne thing nf particular interest is the number nf pnints nf
similarity the DeLnrean prnject had with the Bricklin t'_qv'l,
which was alsn a wedge-shaped ‘safety’ sptirts car with gull-
wing dnnrs, and was alsn prnmnted by a dazzling salesman.
The fttll stnry nf DeLurean is ttild under ‘Bricklin.

DMC-2, ‘I Pl ‘I -2. Prod: H533. ‘With Lotus develnping the
independently sprung backbone chassis, which fnllnwet! the
brnad laytiut nf the Elan. and Giugiarn styling the bndy, the
DMC-2 shtiuld have been a success, althnugh perhaps ntit nn
the scale dreamed nf by DeLnrean. Snme nf the prtiblems artise
frnm his design parameter~;—the 2.8-litre V6 Renault engine
nverhung the rear wheels, and this caused indifferent handling,
there were different sized tyres frnnt and rear, the cnckpit was
very claustrnphnbic. and the car was nverweight and a pnnr
perftinner cnnsidering its 525.000 price tag.

I‘-Inrthern Ireland has nn tradititin nf car building, but that
wnttld have been nti prtiblem with a car which had been
engineered ftir mass pniductinn. Design assnciate Lntus had
nti eitpertise in this—nn the cnntrary the quality nf its tiwn
cars was then appalling. when cars reached America, they
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The ill-starred Delarean



DELOREAN

rieetletl SE-jlltltl spent tin them tti make them barely
acceptable. Sttiries circulated tif failures in the gull-wing tlntir
lticking mechanism, iind tif trapped ticctipants. That did nti
gtititi tn the image tif ii car with a tnain selling [}(llÀI being
ticcttpant prtitectitin in a crash. Witltin it few mtintlts, the
prt iject was tleittl.

DEl.'I'AYll (GB)
The maker tif the 'l"rtiteus'. itn npen 1+2 sptirts car with
Titrga ttip wbieli appeared in l9i-in itnti tlisitppearetl stinn
aftertvartls. Suspensitin cit rtte frnm the _laguar }tI_l itntl it was
ptiweretl by a 5.5-litre Rt iver it-’H engine. Mitch was tnade nf
quality features stich as leittlter and walnut veneer bttt its
ntltl styling wtin few cnnverts. Deltayn seemed ntit tti he put
nut by this failure anti. in a litiltl mtive. tlecam ped frtitn l'itlLl1I"l
I-lumbersitle itntl reappeitretl in France at Magny Cnurs
Tecbntipnlis ta fancy name ftir an industrial estate) under
the name tif the Parratline Mntnr Ctintpany fqvl.

DIMOCRATA (BR)
Anntittncetl in l9ti5. the Deniticrata was named because it
was intended tti be finitncetl by pttblic subscriptitin. lt wits
an elegant frtint-enginetl fibreglass ctiupe and was tti have
had it purptise-built ES-iitre ‘t--‘ti engine. It is believed that
nnly tine citr was ct impletetl and that hiid a Chevrnlet Crirvair
engine.

DIMOISELLE (BR)
Mitlter since 19-B0 tif the F'hanttim SL. it l'itiity Targa—ttip 3+2
citr bitsetl tin the lltinrpan tif the l(i00cc ‘v’"‘i.‘t=' Beetle.

_____l__
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Dtirnaiselti
Phantom 5|.

D E_I. (A)
Altbtitigh Austria bred Dr Ptirsche itnd the early cars nf his
stin. Ferry. it has never been a mainr car making centre.
‘Wtilfgitng Denzel tried tn change that after the War when
he began building stime wtititlen-htidied spnrts ftiur-seaters
tin war-surplus V"~lt»' litibelwitgen chassis. Sntin Denzel
prtigressed tn pretty little sptirts cars with WW engines with
twin carhs. There was a btiit-sectitin chassis, with tubular
reinftircement, vw suspensinn was used and rntist had three-
seitter npen btidies, althnugh stime had narrtiwer twti-seat
lititlies. In stitne markets. such as America, the cars were
stild under the name

At first many had engines linered dtiwn tn 1l00cc but by
I955 I.Il!'-lIIII'L" engines were usual. At H.?..fiin, the wheelbase
was a ftitit shtirter than the rival Ptirsche anti the the car was

A
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A Denzel rallying in ‘I95?

lighter. Like Ptirsclte, Denzel estensively mtitlifieti the ‘1.-Willi’
base ttnit iind tweal-ted as much as Htibltp frtim a 1.‘?-litre
versitin which translated intti ltlStnpb..--" IT-"'0kntl‘| anti 0-(itlinplt
in ll sectintis.

in the mid-1950s Denzt-ls appeared in stime intcrnatitina]
rallies. and stimetinies tlitl well. but tin the wlitile they were
little kntiwn titttsitle their native liintl. ’w'liereas Ptirsche
prtigressed lieytind its ‘Beetle Special" tirigins. Denzel never
did. but then Ptirsclte received a rt iyitlty tin every ‘v"'lT'i’ Beetle,
which did titit bann its chances. By l9{i0 there was really nti
reastin tt'i buy a Denzel itntl the ¿rm ftildetl.

P_E PO IC À'l'
if a car's fate wits tlet'itletl tin ltitiks altine. the De Ftintitc
wnuld bitve been a runaway sticcess because tberc was ntit
mticlt tti ttittch it in the style stitkes in 19St“i. tinder the
fibreglass bntly. htiwever. was nnly it Citrtien .E'.C‘t-" engine. It
was btireti tittt tri *'it'Hlct' tfrtim the -iE'_'icc whiclt was then
standard). pnwer was tltitibletl tti Ebliltp, and a ttip speed
nf 'F"7'irnpli,..-"l.?ltlknili wits claintetl. Frtiductitin began in 1959
itnd custtitners ctiultl alsti specify Panhard running gear
itnd..--""tir ¿tiral patterned cltith incnrptirated in the bndywnrk!
Despite these tantalising ptissihilities, few were iitade.

-41?-

DeFantacolI956
hat:lCitroin2C't+'
engine

DESAIIDE (GB)
First shtiwn in llilfifi. the Desande Rnadster wits an evticittinn

Desancle Roadster,
1930
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tnnt it cnpy} nf the Mert"eties—l.ienz SSH with a "ii-litre
Chevrnlet ‘t-"'8 engine.

DESIIIAIS (F)
Altlitiugli this 1930 tipen twti-seitter was it micrncar. it wits
very pretty iintl ltitiketl like a grtiwn tip mndel. its makers
claimetl that it wits tiesignetl tn be able tn take any nitittir—
cycle engine. litit tletitils tif htiw this was tti be achieved have
nnt survived. just tti get things rtilling, Desbais tiffercd three
different twn-strrike engines including a tfibhp llficc unit
which wtittltl prtipel the car tti a blistering 51ttiphr""50knilt—
nr sti it wits clitintetl.

tjlbvitiusly mtire ptiwerfttl engines wtiuld prtidttce better
results but lilte mtist prtijects which used mtitnrcyclc engines,
this tlitl ntit get tiff the grtittntl.

‘ 2 I950 Deshais: 125,.
250 and 350::
engines were offered

DE TOMASQ (I)
Aleiantlrn tie Ttimitsti was btim in Argentina and made a
small reptttittitin as a ritcing driver in the 1950s, usuitlly at
the wheel nfan GSCA. He settled in Italy itnd had the fnresight
tn marry a very weitlthy Americitn lady, whn stimetimes cti-
tirtive with him in lting tlistitnce events. He began making
ctimpetititin citrs under his tiwn name, and acquired
ctimpanies including Maserati and lnnticenti. the mnttircycle
makers Benelli and Mtitn Guzzi and. thrnugh his brtither-in-
litw, ctintrtil nf the styling htiuses nf Vignale and Ghia.

De Ttimitsti's tiwn racing citrs were unmitigated failures
which tended tti be embarrassingly inept cnpies nf
ctintetiipnritry Cnnpers. In fitct. the de Ttimasn F1 cars were
prnbitbly the wnrst cars nf the 1901-05 fnnnula and they bad
tti beat stitne real drtiss tn take that title. De Tnmasn's rnad
cars bitve ntit been entirely successful, itlthtiugh the cars have
stintetirnes stild in quite litrge numbers. A ctimtntin prnblem
ltas been it lack tif attentitin tti detail.

Vltllllllllllgltl, 'I 965.. Prod: apprnit 50. De Ttimasn had
been threatening tn break intn the rtiad car market fnr snme

De Tamasa Vall-elunga, I965

time and hitd sbtiwn a number tif prtittitypes which attracted
little serititis itttentitin beftire this car appeared as it l9('i-i
shnw car. It wits itn npen twti-seater with a pressed steel
backbnne cliitssis. with tubular subframes. and all
independent suspensinn hy ctiil springs itntl dtiuble
wishbnnes. tlnusually ftir the time it was rttid-engined, witlt
a 1.5-litre Fnrd Cnrtina engine.

Apparently de Ttimasti btipetl that it majtir manufacturer
wtiuld take nver the design itnti. if it was ntit Ftirtl, wnuld
stibstittite a similar small capacity fnur-cylinder engine.
i'\ltIIl]t}llI'y* ttitik the liitit but the ftilltiwing year dc Tnmitsti
ctimmissitined Ginrgiti Giugiitrti. then wtirking fnr Ghia. tti
design a ctiupe bndy and thus the Mallelttnga wits litirn.
Llnfnrtunately the chitssis fleited in the area nf the drive train
and caused insnlulile viliratitin prtililems, and the Valleltinga
was quickly drtipped.

Mlngulla, I 967-TI . Pt-titl: apprnit 400. Tlte
'v'allelunga chassis was re-engineeretl tn take Ftird's 4.?-litre
VB which delivereti its ,’i0tililip thrtiuglt a ZF ¿ve-speed
gearbnit, and there were tlisc lint kes all rnund tti ctipe with
the clainietl 155niphr’Z‘_'i0l<iiih tnp speed. At the same time,
Ginttn Bizzarrini had designeti it mid-engined car ftir which
Giugiarn designed a bntly; this prnject was stilllitirn littt tie
Tnmasti tnnk nver the btidy shape and sti created the
Mangusta t'."Mtingtitise', an animal wbicli the ctilint—and
C'.tibra?—fears}. This time. penple tnnk nntice because the
Mangusta was stunning. itnd relittively cheap. and de Ttimasti
was in bttsiness.

The lnvely lines, hnwever. disguised a dtig nf a car: there
wasn't cntiugli passenger tir luggage space, the tiriveris visitin
was severely restrictetl. anti minimal grtittnd clearance
caused prnblems. There was wnrse iti cnme, the chassis hitd
fleited with a Fnrd Cnrtina engine, bttt with 50(il.ihp, itntl
392lli.t’ft tnrque. the chassis restl'.{].' ¿eited which ntatle ftir
character building rnad hnlding; even had it been as rigid
granite the car‘s f_i2r’6B weight tlistributitin wtiuld have
prtivided all the ftin anytine cntild handle.
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De Tantasa Mangusta

l'lllll'Il'|l, I 97'! -IIIIIQ. Prod: apprnit 10,000. Having
established himself as a manufacturer, de Tnmasn decided
tn build a mid-engined sttpercar fnr America. Giampanln
Dallara designed a pressed steel unitary chassis (with 112.558
weight distribtttitin, better than the Mangusta but still tail
heayyl with cnil spring and tlnuble wishhnne suspensinn all
rnund, with the rear laynut further lticated by radius rods.



DETOMASO _

Ftiwer cit rue frtini it =i7(i5it‘t* Ftirti "v'H t tttittle in Australia frtim
l9t-i0t which tleliveretl its jjtllilip ttir as little as 3?:-Ulilip in
tie-ttiitetl fnmil viit it ZF five-speetl tntnsintle. ln Etirtipean
trim it cnulti ttittcli 1(itlmph.--""almtist 2t’i0kinli and sprint 0-
D-Iltllflll in '71-.2 sectinds.

De Ttimitsti did it tleal whereby Fnrd hnugbt intn de
Ttimitsti Autnmnbili tantl Ghia) itntl tlistributed the Fantera
tlirtittgb its Linttiln-Mert'tiry netwtirk. The Fitnterit was nitire
pritcticitl than the Mangusta. bad Ititliitn style. a Fnrd engine
and it ctimpetitive price titg, sti it slttitiltl have been it winner.
But it stitin earnetl it reputittitin ftir rust. pnnr ventilittitin,
pnnr quality. and unreliability. Ftird was glitd tn drtip it in
19'.-"1 when it wits hit by the energy crisis and needed
cittensive wnrk tti meet new I7.S. regtilittitins. As part nf the
severance, Ftird ttink nver Ghia.

-are
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De Tomaso Pantera GT5

The Fantera bits reinitinetl in prtitlttctitin in stnitll numbers.
The GT‘: ltad mttch wider wheeis antl adtl-tin wheel arches.
the ttitire eitpensive GTS hitd f~=i{ll*ilip and it sensutius hndy
with ¿ared—in wheel arches; lititlt liitd it huge reitr wing as
itn tiptitin. Driver visibility wits ntit gtititi and ytiu needed tn
be it bntly littiltler tn tlrive tine. Cine impressive statistic is
that, with 550lli.t'l't ttirqtte. it wits pt issible tn accelerate frntn
standstill tn l(iLltttph——.Efi0ktttl1 in rtiund terms-—-in ttip gear!

By l9'90 de Ttimitsti ltittl stild l"vlaserati tti Fiat itnd his nnly
prtiductitin car wits the Fantera. The styling was revisetl by
Mitrcellti Gitntiini and the twenty year nld design wits
updated with a frtint dam itnd it rear wing treatment which
recitlletl the Ferrari F-“i0. Wliiltt previtius Pa nteras had nffered
intire presence than the list price wtiuld suggest, the price
was itlmtist tltiubled, and this made it ttiuch tttnre eitpensive
than far better cars such as the Mercedes-Benz "E-00SL nr the
Htinda i*~iS}t. The Pantera bad always been incnmpetent but
had been undeniably stylish; when it cnmpany starts charging
a seritius price, nne eitpects a seritius citr and that is
snmething the Pantera never has been.

longehnlnp, I972-89.. Alting with the Pantera. de
Ttiniasti launclted the Deauville, a very eitpensive ¿ve-seater
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De Tamasa Longtchomp

sitlntin by Ghia whiclt wits it shitrueless crili tif the jaguar
RIG. Mtist Ill‘ the paper speci¿cittitins were sitttilar tti the
Pitntera. with unitary cnnstructitin, independent sttspensitin
and disc liritkes all rtiund. itntl the sitttte "'i.T’-litre Ftird Mt-i,
altlit_iugh this was frtint-tntitintetl itntl tlrtive thrtiugh itn
ittttntnittic transmissinn. The Ltingchitmp wits a shtirt
wheelbase 2+2 versitin nf the Deittiville which wits claimed
tti ttiuch l'50titplt.-"E-'itlknili itntl tin which nne cnultl hitve a
five-speed ZF manual geitrlitiit.

It wits ntit really a sptirts car. itnd ntir were the GTS ctiupe
anti the cabritilet versinns. littt it is included tti keep the
recnrtl tidy and because it wits usetl as the basis nf the
Maserati I-Iyalami tw it b the Mitseritti race-develnped ‘v'l.-i ‘quad
cam' cngincl when de Ttirnitsti ttitik tiver the cnmpany itntl
tried snrtte badge engineering. Accurate prtiductitin figures
itre ntit availitlile bttt it is unlikely tti have eitceetled 600 cit rs
tif all types.

D I (USA)
Bill Devin marketed his first fibreglass btidy in 1952 when
he ttitik a mtittltl frtim it friend's Scitglietti-bndied Emtini.
Scaglietti later prtitluced it similar shape ftir the Ferrari
'Mtinza' and Devin rnitrketed his range nf bndies tintler the
name *Mtinza'. These all shared the sitme bitsic shape but
were available in sizes frtiin it Ttlin wlieelbitse {fnr Fiats.

/L_.._.
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Devin TypeÀhody.
l955,.ferPanhorcl
engines

Crnsleys etc} up tn l00in itntl stime 5000 were tti be snld.
In l9"il-1 Devin btitight in cbitssis rnittle in Belfast itnd the
ftillnwing year marketed a ctiiiiplete car. the SS. which was
essentially a Ctilira lieftire its time. A cut-price 1015’-ptiw'ered
kit car came in 1900 but, its in Britain, the craze fnr kit cars
was nver by I902.

$5, ‘I DID-ii. Prod: 15.. Based tin a sturdy ladtler frame
made tif fiin tubing, the SS had cnil spring anti tlntible wishbtine
frtint suspensinn. a ctiil spntng de Dinn rear aitle lticitted by
twin radius amis, itnd a standard Cnrvette engine driving
thrnugh a ftiur-speed Chevy manual gearlinit. Perftimtance was
sensatitinal: 0-60mph in =l.l-1 sectinds with a 1,°i0n"tph.t’210l-imh
maitimum; btit since there were plenty nf tuning gntidies ftir
the Cnrveue engine that was tinly the starting pnint. The build
and ¿nish were tiutstanding. the chassis matclietl the pnwer,
and Devins were very success¿tl in American spnrts citr nicing.



Llnfe-rtunatelv. Devin ran inte prehlems with cempcment
suppliers and get his sums wreng. In the first vear cif
prcrductien. he had te nearlv deuhle the price ($5995 te-
510.000. mere than the price ef a _laguar D Tvpe} and that
killed an eutstanding car.

Devin 55, W59

U, I 9‘@-6I- Cclmpared te the S5. the ‘IT was a hargain,
a kit requiring a UTE? er lie:-rsclte clener car ceuld he veurs
fe-r $1495 er. httilt cemplete with new 'v'W -cempenents. fer
$2950. The frame fellewed the hread eutline ef the SH hut
frent suspensien was hv V‘~.‘(-*' trailing links while the “v“W rear
swing asles were suspended by cc:-il springs and radius arms.
Devin cleverlv modified the ‘Men;:a' stvle EU the essence was
retained even witlt a rear-engined car. and it was undenialalv
prettv. Llnfcmttnatelv it cest ahctut the same as an Austin-
Healev 5000. hut with medie-cre perfermance and ne weather
equipment. In 1962 Devin effered the ‘D’ with a turhecharged
Cm-vair engine hut. at $4000. it fnund few takers.

D!'vinD,|ur\NtfurPorschaco|nponanh

D I. (GB)
The ‘Buccaneer GT car first appeared in l9?l with a mid-
mcl-unted Ferd Escert engine driving threugh a modified "v’W
Beetle gearhels. A square-tuhe space frame teek Triumph
Spit¿re frent and rear suspensien and the car was finished hy
an e.~utragec.-us ¿hreglass hndy with gull-wing deers. ‘With luw
weight and lcrw drag. the Buccaneer was a rapid machine and
with an l100cc Ferd engine was claimed te reach
120mplu'1'iJ5ktt1h and dc: the 0-60mph sprint in ten secends.
At least ten were huilt, fer heth re-acl and cempetitien use. hut
the cctmpanv appears te have heen a victim ef VAT in I975.

DIVA

TE [USA]
Listed frem l9?8., this was a turn kev ‘nestalgia’ car (styling
was a mi:-tture ef 19505 Cerd and Mercedes-Elena) with a 7-
litre Cadillac engine.

I933 Diumunh

DIBA (Cl-I)
In the ea rlv 19?0s this cclmpanv made a few esamples ef the
‘GTC which was a 2-litre Persche 911 given a steel cclupé
hedv. It was a very handseme car and. with its leng sleping
ne-se and false radiater grill. it leeked fer all the werld like
a frnnt-engined can indeed. it had a teuch ef the Maserati
Ghihli ahnut it.

DIVA (GB)
In 1902 Den Him. ene e-f the partners whe made the Yiml-tin
lqv}, was with a new cempany. Tunes; Cnnversinns. when
he designed the Diva GT. It was a cempact little car with a
prettv fihreglass he-dv en a space frame. with independent
suspensien all reund. disc brakes c:-n the frent wheels, and
the cheice ef a varietv elf feur-cvlinder Fe-rd engines. Frem
the start it was effered in cempetitien ctr rnad versiens. the
latter having uphelstered seats and ruhher engine meuntings
and sn en. In the event. everv ene nf the 65 huvers chese
the cnmpetitien versien, altheugh seme cars were alse used
cm the read.

Divas were phencimenallv successful in the popular small
engine GT racing class in Britain. ene even wen its class in
the 1964 hiiirhurgring 1000 lsltn race. and later they were
equallv successful in Histeric racing. Te serve a changing
market. Diva then made the Valkvr, a mid-engined ce-up-e.
hut this was never as successful er pepular. In 1907 rights
tc:- heth cars changed hands hut the new nwner had
withdrawn frem the market by 1968.

Divnf.-FT, 19154



D] SPORTS CARS

DJ SPORTS CARS (GB)
.»'t itticl-liJHt.ts maker ef the ‘Charger. a gull~wing fihreglass
ct atpe sltt;-wing Letus Esprit influence. which was hased en
the vv-;--' ii-eetle flee-r pan and had heen previeuslv tttade hv
I-Zmheesea Hit tjars t qvt. lt had a chequered career and was
last heard tif in IEJHT urtder the name MIIIB Saturn {qt-*1. B}-'
1082. hewe\.'r..'r. I1] had evelved its trwn Cttlitrtt ctipv wltich
was tTltlI'l~il;'lL'Ll under the name ‘Illa:-t'; like se many cars ef
its tvpe. this had a fihreglass heclv. a space frame chassis.
and suspertsit:-n snurced frem tltejaguar Elli er H112. A wide
range ef engine eptiens was availahle.

_Iehn Teieire. ene ell whese cars had ferrned the hasis ef
the All Pace. wltich evelved inte the tlehra. hecame Technical
l)irectc.-r ef the ct:|tttpat'|v in l‘_~}‘t~'i’a antl the Cehra cti:-pv was
re-named the 'l}.a:s. Ti:-ieirt1' in ltrintittr ttf the gntttclftttlter ef
the tllehra. litv lilt-it-i. Tejeire had created a mid-engined space
frame which l1ec.attte the hasis eli the flats HE-'A~'l0. a cttpy ef
the Ferd GT-ttl using the [U-'.w lmtlv.

Dos Tn-ieire

Una ltIVA4À

E
|'ac~:~;--’ ltad heceme v.-‘ell-ktttjtavtt fer its ttttttt1rt.“y'cles leng heliere
it made its first car in l"~.J£H. This has a rwe-streke engine. a
characteristic which marked the cempanv"s cars and was ttf
wee-:.len unitarv censtructien. t~ie-en the marques secend
distinctive feature. frent wheel drive. was estahlished. The make
hecame ene ef the feunders uf Aute L'nien. after the Secend
\s--t.-r1».'.l ‘i."i-iar the t."et‘nt1tttt'1v was tttttitlttttliaecl lav the East German
gctvernntent and a esw design ltrecarhe ene ef the hases ef
the prejects that led te the ll-‘A. the ‘vi-";tnl1t1rg and the Trahant.

ln West Gertttanv the esw name was revived in 1"-J4‘-9 {see
artist; Aute Linienl and pre-war designs were develeped. This
line feund its ultimate espressien in a range ef frent wheel
drive cars with three-c'y*lincler twt 1-streke engines ttl'i}Uilcc. give
er take a little. The nmning gear and. semetimes. the lleer
pans ef these machines hecame the hasis fer a numher efspens
and fennula cars in the late ll¿tls. During 1%? and 19?-H the
facterv itself made a small numher ef ‘Pv-Ien:et' twe-seat
fihreglass ceupes. with a iiialtp 'i}Ht.tcc versitm ef the engine.
which was geed fer a claimed lllllntplt.-""'lelkttth. A Spvder
versien ntav net have pregressed l1-e'_,'et"|tl the |?irttttt11,-'pe stage.

DICW Mu-nan, I95?’

D G (RP)
The Philippines" first and land tinl}.-'?t spens car was a
liihreglass ceupe en a "v"‘+1'l=" Beetle lleerpan called the ‘T-ere‘.
it was intreduced in 1"s‘-‘Ta.

D S [GB]
literset lvleter 1'-iervices made a Cehra cepv using Ferd Certina
cempenents frent the late 1€tt-ltfls. lit»-15 alse made a hedv kit
[ti cenvert a Fercl Capri lvlkl--".41 inte sentething that leel-zed a
little like a shrunken Asten It-'l:.trtin R--‘H which was marketed
under the name ‘li»ullitt'. A cenvertihle was alse availahle. In
lfJ‘?)tl l".'tlvlH made the ‘Ahingdt m'. a fihreglass cepv efthe stew
which ttsed Ferd Certina ntnning gear and effered a cheice
ef engines up te the Rnver ‘l.-‘H.

DM5 HulliÀ, I 990

lirv 1El*EJtt IJHK was the maker ef the ‘Hernet'. eriginated hf,-'
hlenhem Kit Cars tqvl. Still seurced frent the Certina. it had
acquired a lift-eut reef sectien and was seld as the ‘He-met ll‘.



DDDGE (USA)
The De-dge hrethers were earlv shareheiders in Ferd and
alse huilt engines fer the cempanv. The}-' hegan making cars
under their ewn name in l‘~Jl~l and in ll~J.Et't Hedge was the
secend mest pepular American marque. In 19.20 Fltedge
hecame pan ef the tlihrvsler tlerperatien and hecame the
‘secend stage" marque. in ether werds it ntade lew te medium
priced cars. ene step up frem Plvmeuth.

The 1968 ‘Charger’ was the first ef a nttnther ef verv
pewerful. and rapid. twe-deer saleens with a sperting edge.
In li)?0 the cempanv hegan selling seme fvlitsuhishi medels
under the Hedge name. altheuglt in IEJHT’ Cltnrsler
estahlished the "Eagle" marque te market mest ef these cars.
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The Uedge ‘fitealth‘ ef 1990 was a sperts ceupe virtually
identical te the MiLsu|')ishi 511100 GT tqv) and the tep ef the
range medel with a 2?t3hhp turhecharged engine was geed
fer lfi0mphf255kmh and 0-60mph in under sis secends. In
I990 the cempany was preparing fer preductien ef the
'viper'. an aggressivelv stvled frent-engined sperts car which.
as the name suggests. was intended te he a latter dav Cehra.

i _ __ 

DOF I. [USA]
First seert in l‘~}t"l.-3. U1: .tfr:.tl eflcred the 'I'.'.Ilassic T' as a tttrn kev car
er as :.t kit. lt was a fihreglass cep'_v ef the 1‘~J=.-F’ Ferd Tlu.mderhirt.l
which used the ntnning gear ef the Ferd liinte range.

DOLO (F)
intreduced in i'1J~t'.?. the l11ele_Ili—~'i was a streamlined ceupe
with a transparent l’le?-tiglass reef and a narrew ti‘?-in} rear
track. suspensien was independent all retmtl l1vtt;~rsien hats
and the prett:|tvpe was shewn with an air-t.'t:reletl flat-feur
engine ef '='.-Jlcc whiclt dreve threttgh the frent wlteels. The
cempanv alse listed a tnedel with a twin—carhuretter eight-
cvlinder engine ef llsl¿cc. A tep speed ef H‘?tttplt.--"'l¢|0k:ttlt
was claimed hut it is net knewn whether the car er the engine
was ever huilt. Delta attracted few. if anv. huvers and did
net reach its first hirthdav.

- 
First shtnvn in l‘~)'?"i. the l')cane-t'J was a handseme wedge-
shaped cettpe which its feur vettng creaters heped weuld
give ether_Iapanese makers a nudge and create cars ef which
meter enthusiasts ceuld he preud. The name ‘lTIettte' means
‘children's dream‘. A 1-"t5-ltltp sehc 2.H-litre straight-sis;
flatsun engine. as used in the it-lt.l?I. was meunted am idships
in a steel meneceque and dreve threugh a five-speed ZF
gearhes. Huspensien was independent all reuntl hv ceil
springs and deuhle \.vishhenes ter W. ‘w’isltl1tittrnes. as the
catalegue had it} and Girling disc hrakes were specified en
all fettr cerners. Apparently few were made httt in I980 a
F-'2 versien was effered. witlt a tttrhecharg:.s:.l versien ef the
engine. Tep speed was claimed te he lstilntplt.---'£E*'_'il-tmlt and
0-("'10 was said te he achieved in iust ch.-‘er sis secends.

Precise details remain elusive and the cempanv then
cencentrated en sperts car racing. alheit with ne great sttccess.
ln 1989. hewever. it shcrwed a new car. the _]iette Caspita.
whiclt was as clese te a read-legal G-reup C car as is pessihle
te imagine. It had a carhen fihre meneceque. active
suspensien tincluding ride height adjustment} and pewer
came frem a versien ef the 5.5-litre. five valves per t'vlintler
flat-12 Fl engine whiclt Carle Chili's Meteri 1"»-ledemi cencern
designed fer Suharu. This had heen seen hriellv. and
unsuccessfullv. in F] in 1990 and in the Deme. it tleliveretl
its 450lthp tltreugh a sis-speed gearhes. It was claimed that

Dnir|e—DuHhe'|9TBGencva5|1uw



DOME

the design used greund effect aeredynamics and weuld tep
...7i00tT|ph.-"'jZ0kntl'|. (Itttttpetitittn car practice was ehvit:-tts in
its specificatien. hut was ceupled with lusury. including air
cenditiening. electric winderws and central leeking.

DO I O (GB)
Frem the late 192-llts Demine has tnade the ‘Pimlice‘. a Mini-
hased fun car designed l'iy Richard Oakes. Ferfermance
depended en the dener vehicle-

DO RVOORT (N1)
In the early 1030s l}enkervt.s.:-rt made the Tittpet Seven. and
fer the use ef that name paid a reyalty te Caterham Cars. In
1985 Denkerveen predttced a car en strikingly similar lines
which it called the I-iuper Eight and this raised the wrath ef
Caterham Cars. The BHA ef 1900 had independent rear
suspensit ‘.lt"I; the St-IAT had a turhecharged 1?0hhp Ferd engine.
in 1988 Denkerveen intreduced the H10. with revised styling.
half-wheel-circumference frent cycle wings and a 2.2-litre Ferd
engine. which ceuld he turhecharged.
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Danltanraarl 53A

[USA]
This was an ndd tltree-seat readster frem 1950 which was
hasically an inept ¿hreglass Cerd B10 budy {the frent itad te
he hinged te allew the wheels te turn!) en a Willys jeepster
chassis. Ferfermance was mediecre and few. if any. were seld.

DO (GB)
In the late 1980s Derian made the '55‘. a kit car which aped

the Ivlergan and wltich ltad eriginally heen marketed hy
Burlingten tqvt.

DQRSET DTQR SERVICES see eats

DQIIGLAS (GB)
Frem 1990 the Deuglas Car cempany made the 'TF'. a
fihreglass evecatien ef the ."vIt3 TF hut with 2+2. seating. T~we
versiens were effered. ene hased en the Triumph Herald.-""
Vitesse.-r"'5pitfire. the ether using Ferd Escert and Cenina
cempenents. The TF was availahle as a kit er fully assemhled.

Douglas ‘TF’, I090. a 2+2

DD I. (USA)
In 1950 Dewal shewed the ‘Hhadt:rw' which was an evecatien
efa typical 1950s sperts car en a Ferd LTD chassis. The lvedy
reflected the S5100. hut it was net a cepy and ne-r was it a
cheap fihreglass shell. Deval actually recruited craftsnten
frem Asten Martin and I-tells-Reyce. a fact which was reflected
in heth the car‘s quality and its price. Later Deva] made a
Cehra cepy.

D GD FLY (GB)
Like the Arkley tqvl. this was a fihreglass. hedy kit te replace
rusted Sprites and Midgets. lt had 'traditienal' t10fl0s1 styling
and huyers had the eptien ef huying a cemplete ‘tum key‘ car.
The Dragenfly was intreduced in 1981 hut was gene Ivy 1986.

Dragonfly Roadster,
I 954

DREWS (D)
Between 19-18 and 1951. the hrethers Drews huilt aheut if-0
special 2+2 cahrielet hedies en vw Beetle ileer pans. The
hedies were ef steel and in prefile resemhled the firstjensen
Intercepter. while the hrightwerk sttggested American
inÀuence. Perfermance was aheut the sante as the Beetle



hut at least ene esample was fitted with a hard tep and a
Fersche 550 engine.

DRI SLEEVE [GB]
The lvleenraker was a shen-lived t19?‘1 enly) cepy ef the
Bugatti Type 35 using Ferd cempenents hut it was ene ef
the mere accurate Bugatti cepies. The name 'Dri Sleeve‘
referred te a cever te pretect the driver‘s right ann in had
weather (hand hrake and gear lever were estemall hut. as
they say in Vintage circles. ‘If yeu can't stand the celd. get
eut ef the Bug‘.

A Uri Show Moan-
“ Italrar

SS [USA]
Built frem 1980. this centpnsed a plastic MG TD hedy en a
NW fleerpan. It was a ‘tum key‘ car and ene ceuld huy frent-
engined er-tamples with small Ferd er Cltevrelet units.

DIIESE BE G [USA]
There have been several attempts te revive ene ef the greatest
names in autemetive histery. including seme unlicensed
cepies. A ll-J4? effert liaaled eut hut in 1960 ene was endersed
by Fritz Duesenherg. the sen ef Fred. ene ef the feunders
ef the eriginal cempany. It reached the stage ef a single car
with a medern chassis. a 7'-litre Chrysler engine. and styling
by Ghia. Hewever. the ¿nancial hacking evaperated.

ff
J-.'..-%:%\-

H-II in -J.-I rt-it-H-.|.|.

.. it

._ “"1
L  - _-

. -1-.-

j

The Ghia-styled I966 Duosenborg
Subsequently at least twe ether cempanies have used the

Duesenberg name and preduced high-quality cepies ef the
1930s cars. A third cempany. spensered by Frita Duesenherg.
has built stretch limes under the Duesenherg name.

' euttew

Dlllllll [USA]
In 102-iil Dunham intreduced the 't_‘lal"stllista‘. an unspeakahly
vulgar twe-seat fihreglass-hedietl ‘nestalgia‘ car using a
tilltevrelet Cervette chassis.

‘I93! Dunham
Calaallista

DIIRO [GB]
Availahle frent the mid—19t-10s. the 'Deluge‘ was a nestalgia
car ef the sen pepttlar in the F-tates. There was ne single
recegnisahle medel fer its rakish lines. Like the tllenet it used
the cnckpit sectien frent an MG lvlidget hut the rest cernprised
Durew's ewn chassis. Ferd Granada suspensien and a
fihreglass hedy.

Dll'I"I'DlIl [GB]
Dutten was a very prelific preducer ef kit cars. usually hased
en Ferd Escen Mk 1 and 2 dener vehicles. Its wide range
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Dalian Phaeton S3, I983
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Dulrlanlogorral¿
included saleens. estate cars. and sperts cars. The P1. a simple
cycle-winged sperts car en Lt IILIS Seven lines ihut net a crib}
was intreduced in 10T*‘fl and was usually ¿tted with B.‘-AC
engines. It was replaced twe years and nine cars later hy the
B-series and the Malaga. which had Triumph Spit¿re frent
suspensien and a wide range ef engine eptiens {nearly 900
kits were seld]. The Pltaeten was a develeped versien still in
preductien in 1090. The ivleles ef 1981 was a Phaeten with
‘tr-aditienal‘ styling ti.e. le-eking semething like a 19~*‘l0s spens
cart while the Legerra ZS. intretluced in 1986. had an
enveleping hedy. In 15‘-‘HE? Iltutten. which ence claimed te he
the werld ‘s mest successful kit car maker in temts ef kits tttade.
st 1-Id en all its prejects te ether makers. retaining enly the after-
sales side ef the husiness.

 



Gl.E [GB/USA]
Originally an American kit car design. altheugh heavily
influenced by the Neva tqvl. the Eagle hedy was made in
Britain frent 1981. The SSr"2. which had ‘gull-wing‘ deers.
ceuld be either rear-engined (hased en a SEW fleerpanl er
frent-engined. when Ferd cempenents were fitted te Eagle‘s
ewn chassis. An epen versien. the 2 Plus. was alse available.
The ‘it-12‘. was an Angle-Gemtan design with a multi-tuhular
hackhene chassis. launched in 190?. usually with a frent-
nteunted 2.9-litre Ferd Scerpie engine. In the late 1980s.
Eagle Cars teek ever preductien ef the Dutten Phaeten.

._I.

EAGLE

Eagle 5512

GLE [USA]
Eagle was launched in tttid-lllti? as a new divisien ef the
Chrysler Cerperatien. Altheugh its antecedants may seem
clear in the cempany‘s efficial name. jeep-Eagle. in fact it
was ene efthe American-Japanese cempanies which sprang
up in the late 1980s. In this case it resulted frem the Chrysler
Cerperatien ‘s links with Mitsuhishi. and the Eagle Talen was
a sperting 2+2 ceupé based en the Mitsubishi Galant and
Eclipse ranges.

1;“

s.-."1-I

Ea¿o Talon T5i, I990

The lleerpan was fairly cenventienal. with MacPhersen
strut frent sttspensien and an independent rear layeut by
trailing arms and an asle which was either 'dead‘ ten the
frent wheel drive cars) er 'live‘ ten the feur wheel drive
eptien}. Buyers ceuld cheese frem a menu ef variants ef a

EDWARDS
 

hasic 10-valve feur cylinder 2-litre engine. tneunted
transversely at the frent. which delivered frem 13‘5hhp (fuel
injected} te 195hhp tturhecharged} threugh a five-speed
gearhes.

GLE CD cl-| on [USA]
Maker ef 1‘-)B0s cepies efthejaguar Xi-i 12.0 and SS100 which
featured fihreglass he-dies en a hespeke chassis designed te
take the running gear frem the smaller American Ferds.

ECCO [USA]
Built frem l9S0. this car had a wedge-shaped ceupe hedy
en a shertened ‘v"~lii Beetle lleerpan.

gloss: [<35]
The English firm whi-ch relaunched the AC tScetl-and) Ecesse with
a turbtsharged E’.-litre Fiat engine irt 191-I8. calling it the Signature.

aasarsgassattrau

EDWIRDS [USA]
Sterling Edwards was a very wealthy individual whe liked te
relas hy driving racing cars. He was net an ace hut. hacked
hy the hest that meney ceuld buy. he acquitted himself fairly
well en the West Ceast until he retired frem the spert in 1055.

In 1954' Edwards decided te huild a read car fer general
sale. After a false start using a Kaiser chassis which preved
tee llesihle tas he feund eut by racing it}. he settled en a
cttt and shttt Mercury chassis and a 5.5-litre Linceln V8 engine
giving 205hhp. Edwards was respensible fer the elegant
styling. which was inspired by a Virgil Esner design and was
rendered in fihreglass. Twe tnedels were effered. heth with
feur seats. a ceupe and a cenvertible. The car wen ntuch
praise fer its styling. and perfemtance was apparently geed.
but it effered tee little fer the asking price ef S8000. The
preiect ended in 1955. after iust sis cars had heen huilt. and
Edwards lest meney en every ene.

Edward: Hardtop,
- .1." 1955: noarly siylacl
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E BDRAT DTDRS [USA]
In the late 1980s this American centpany hegan te import
the _Iagttar E Type leekalike hedy ntade by JFR in Britain.
tegether witlt that cempany‘s space frame. and effered it with
American Ferd running gear frem medels such as the Pinte.
Mustang ll er Mercury Behcat. Engine eptiens ranged frem
the 2.5-litre Finte ‘feur‘ te the small hleck ‘v'Bs.

ELEGAS l'l' O'I'O [USA]
Frent the late 19?0s this cempany made a tum key car fellewing
the lines ef the Auhum Speedster land 2+2 Sports Phaetenl
which used jaguar X112 running gear. By the late 1980s it was
alse making cepies ef the Lamborghini Ceuntach. Cerd 812.
AC Cehra. and Cheetah t 196->1 American car ef that name. qvl.

Elegant Malars’ IWE
B56, net the anly
Auburn S-paoclsiar
“W

EI.I'I'E [USA]
Late 19?0s maker ef the ‘Laser 91?‘. a ghastly paredy ef the
Fersche 91‘? en a 1.6-litre vhlv‘ Beetle chassis. This aberratien
was later made by Quint Enterprises tqv).

Eliia I-user 91?‘, I979

EI.I'l'E HERITAGE [USA]
Frent 1975. this cempany made turn key cepies ef the
Duesenherg. S] and Speedster.

_ _ 7 j_ l_

Drmonborq ll
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g|.- yo [0]
Henid and (thankfully) shert-lived fibreglass Bugatti Type 55
cepy en a lnfrlitre ‘v“‘iTi‘.‘i' Beetle chassis. huilt in the late 19?0s.

I I. [GB]
In the early 1950s. Frank hlichels built up a garage husiness
and was sufficiently successful te he able te indulge an

ambitien te ge meter racing. He cemmissiened Mike
Chapman te huilt him a car and the result. the CSM. was an
117"2cc Ferd-pewered. cycle-winged sperts car. lt perfermed
well eneugh te enceurage lilichels. tegether with his
mechanic ‘Mac‘ Witts. te set abeut an impreved vemien. which
was christened ‘Elva‘ (frem the French ellle arr. she gees).

"Mac‘ Witts was the true creater ef the car and he alse
designed the everhead inlet valve cenversien fer Ferd 1172cc
side valve engines whiclt Elva marketed. The Elva Mk1 space
frame fellewed the bread layeut ef the CSM (which. in turn.
was very similar te the Letus Mkd. as Celin Chapman was
the first te peint eut}. but Standard Ten frent suspensien
replaced the previeus swing asles and a simple semi-
enveleping aluminium hedy cempleted the plet.

The Mk1 achieved seme success in British club racing and
perhaps twe deaen were made. Further sperts-racers
fellewed and were particularly successful in America; they
did net have the ultimate read hnlding ef Letus and Lela cars
but they ceuld be chucked about and were fergiving. virtues
which appealed te the strictly amateur drivers in SCCA racing.
In fact. altheugh Elva did net have much ef a presence in
Eurepe. thanks te its American sales it was the cempany
which came clesest te Letus in temts ef cars made.

Funher espansien came with the intreductien ef the
Ceurier read car and in the early days efFem1ula_lunier Elva
was estremely successful. altheugh it was seen evertaken
by the likes ef Letus and Ceeper. That hicceugh apart. Elva
seemed destined fer leng-temt success but then the American
importer was gaeled fer financial inegularities and that wiped
the cempany eut.

The Ceurier preject was seld te Trejan. and hlichels
regreuped. His designer. Keith Marsden. preduced seme
escellent mid-engined spens cars. geed eneugh te be faked
in the 19B0s. and Nichels was able net enly te persuade Fersche
te previde him with engines (seme later Fersche sperts-racers
bore marks ef Elva influence) but alse breught BMW inte sperts
car racing. Elva was eventually absorbed by Trejan and made
the preductien versiens ef McLaren Can-AM cars.

COIIIIII I/II, ‘I SSS-DI . Prerir apprrss 700. In
Frank hlichels‘ ewn werds. the ideal Ceurier ewner sheuld
have a waterpreef head and a pneumatic bum; it was really
a built up special but it achieved a let ef cempetitien success
in preductien car racing en heth sides ef the Atlantic. It had
a ¿breglass hedy en tep ef a tubular frame. with ceil spring
and deuhle wishbene frent suspensien and a live rear asle
with ceil springs and radius arms. Frent disc brakes were
standard and the engine was almest always the BMC series
B unit. Apart frem seme early cars which used a Riley versien.
the Ceurier had the engine frem the MGA and MGB. se
during the m0del‘s life engine siae ranged frem 14B9Cc te
1'?9Bcc. Ceuriers were enly seld abread until 1960 when a
lightly revised Mkll versien came aleng and the car became
available as a I-cit en the heme market.

Cltnlrllir Hklll/IV, I 962-GD. P1-ad: approx let].
These were the cars built by Trejan and they differed frem
the eriginal in having a square tube frame. Cine ef the
criticisms ef the car was a cramped ceckpit. which Trejan
selved by putting the engine further ferward in the frame-—
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Elva Cauriar Mldll lbrlli MHV Sports [mi-rlirlel and Mldll caupi {ha-ttarrrl

and premptly ruined the handling. This was rectified in the
Mk.l‘r’ by putting the engine back in its eriginal pesitien. At
the same time an independent rear layeut by ceil springs
and deuble wishhenes was adepted. and this allewed the
eptien ef rear disc brakes. Ceupé versiens were alse effered.
seme with a Ferd Anglia style rear windew treatment. seme
with a fastback. Very few cars were made after 1965 and in
the latter days the Ferd Cenina GT engine was an eptien.

After Trejan ceased preductien an Elva specialist.Teny
Ellis. created a versien called the B000‘ with a revised ceupe
hedy and a tuned 3-litre Ferd V6 engine which gave it
1_?>0mph.»’210l<mh and 0-60mph in areund seven secends.

EMERY

Ellis failed te put the car inte prer.luctien and the pretetype
ne lenger esists.

GT1 DD, I DDS. Prod: 3. Had this preject ceme eff. it
weuld have changed Elva‘s histery and. pessibly. the histery
eftlte British specialist car industry. The idea was te take an
Elva Mk? sperts-racer and clethe it in a CT hedy styled by
‘l‘rever Fiere treal name Trever Frest. an Englishman) and
built by Fissere in Italy. Se far se geed: the chassis was ene
ef the best ef its time. the 2-litre BMW engine was in the brill
park. and Trever came up with a stunning br 1|-dy style. as he
se eften did. It failed. hesvever. and the reasens were
manifeld: Fissere underestimated the cest; the British
gevernntent impesed swingeing impert duties which ftrnher
sent up prices; and the hedy was tee heavy. hiichels was
trying te ge up-market when he might have tried a fibreglass
GT hedy en the Elva T’ chassis and. teday. he admits this is
what he shettld have dene. The GTlt’rt1 remains. hewever.
ene ef the leveliest cars ef its time.
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Elva GT 1&0, I965, BMW powered

E BE S I'I‘ GI K [ B]
The ‘Charger’ was a ‘v“W Beetle based gull-wing ceupe kit
which derived ferm the Siva Saluki tqvl. Embeesea ntade it
frent 19??‘ until the mid-19S0s when it was taken ever by D_I
Sperts Cars tqvl. The Charger ll was a 2+2 versien.

RY [GB]
Clnly cwe censtructers huilt cars te nrn in the first feur Wrrrld
Champienship fermulae. 1950-6'5—Ensri Ferrari and Paul
Emery. The difference between them was that Emery
designed. physically built. and eften dreve his ‘Emerysens‘.
Described by these whe werked with him as a 'genius‘.
Emery ceuld turn his hand te any pan ef a car but he was
always strapped fer cash and seme ef his designs might have
been better had he net had te rely en scrapyards. I-Ie ence
ehtained five Asten Martin engines frem the scrap nterchant
with the cerrtract te take sub-standard steck; after that. all
scrap Asten Manin engines were treated with a sledge
hammer hefere leaving the werks. Emery‘s biggest prehlem
was that he was ne businessman. and these whe backed his
preiects feund him impessihle te deal with. Every se eften
he seemed te be en the verge ef breaking inte the hig time.
ne mere se than when he created his ene read car. but
altheugh the GT shewed enemreus premise. the preject
felded when his financial backer suddenly died.

GT, ‘I 963. P1-ed: 4. The Etttery GT used a tuned Hillman



EMER1’

lntp engine meunted at the rear witlt the Imp gearhes
invened. A space frame chassis was used with all-reund
independent suspensien by ceil springs and wishbunes. anti-
dive at the frent. anti-dip at the rear. The pretetype had an
aluminium bedy. and because it was censtnrcted en an
uneven fleer ene deer sill was deeper than the ether. se the
drsrrs were efdifferent sises iEmery‘s respense was typical. . .
“Se what? ‘r‘eu can't see heth sides at ence“. The three ether
esarnples built had fibreglass bndies taken eff the pretetype
and these were bended ente the space frames. Altheugh it
was designed te be a practical read car the Emery GT was
a natural racer and in 1905 jehn Markey wen his class 15
times frem 10 stans. That was net eneugh te save the preject
when the backer died. Later Emery built 12 highly tuned
Imps witlt their reefs chepped dewn by feur inches.
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Emery GT. W63

W [DDR]
After the War the main BMW werks at Eisenach
natienalised by the East Gemtan gevernment and until 1955
preductien ef the pre-war BMW 526 and 32? was centinued
alengside IFA saleen cars. te a pre-war DEW design [IFA
was actually a natienalised unien ef several makers). The
52?. a 2-litre cahrielet. was marketed as the EMTS’ 521 but
due te a shenage ef high quality fuel the cempressien ratie
was lewered and perfermance was peer. Until 1952 the

‘I955 EMW 321

cempany seld its cars as ‘Blvl‘ll'lt" which caused the ‘West
German parent te request ‘Western imperters te put en a new
badge and te ftle the letter 'B‘ en the engine bleck se that it
leeked like an 'E‘. Few reached the West and mest which
did went te Finland.

A dispute ever the name and lege ensued in 1952 when
the Bavarian werks began preduct.ien again and. naturally.
laid claim te the Blvlliit‘ name since the initials stand fer
Bayerische Mritrrren-‘Werke. It was settled in 1955. in BM‘W’s
faveur. and ceincidentally the werks was turned ever te the
preductien ef “illt‘artburg saleen cars. Until 1956 the werks
alse made seme very rapid F2 cars and 1.5-2-litre sperts-
racers which used dehc versiens ef amt engines and which.
after 1955. were knewn as AWFE.

There is an intriguing "Wl1at ii?‘ in what is ethersvise a grey
stery. At the 1949 Leipzig fair in East Germany. ‘BlvlW‘
shewed twe new cars. heth based en the pre-war 328. Cine.
the 3si0S. was a lew and handseme sperts car. with an
enveleping body which was as pretty as anything en sale in
the werld at the time. The ether was an ultra-smeeth ceupe
with fully enclesed wheels. the headlights set in a wide grille.
and the fast-hack hard tep made ef perspes. The cars
eshibited all the flair peeple had ceme te espect efthe pre-
war Bll-tI"'*E»‘ factery but East Germany was net the place in
which te huild advanced spens cars. Faceless cemmissars
made sure that neither was put inte preductien.

iil
Cc-untry Classic Cars eriginated _laguar Eli and E Type cepies.
was taken ever by Autemebiles ef Distinctien in 1990 and that
year underwent a name change. In 1990 it effered a range ef
¿ve types. ‘}i]iI120r'1»1i0.f 150’ and ‘Series '1/’2 and 3 E Types‘.
hand huilt te erder and at very high prices. Apprepriate jaguar
straight sis er ‘v'12 engines were ¿tted. with the eptien ef an
eriginal feur-speed gearhes er a medemjaguar ¿ve-speed ih-es.

In 1985 this Argentine furniture maker intreduced the
‘Antique‘. a 1930s style fihreglass-bedied twe-seat sperts car
which seemed te have been inspired by the SS100.

{F3

Eniak Anlique, I983

O [BR]
Enveme specialised in tuning equipment fer lecally made
Chevrelets and. in 1978. marketed a pretty. sharp-edged
sperts car using the 2.5-litre feur-cylinder Chevrelet Clpala
engine. This was net a success and after 1980 the cempany
cencentrated en ‘MW-based cepies ef the Fersche 356.



 

Cabrielet and ceupe versiens were made. Enveme predttcts
were marked eut as they were se accurate that they wen
praise frem senier Persche persennel and were distributed
in Crennany by a Persche dealer.
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T‘ Enva-|no’r. ‘Porsche

ENZMANN [CH]
A pretty. epen. twe-seat fibreglass lsirly en a 'v“'iIi‘.-’ fleerpan
which was made as a turn key car between 195? and 1970.
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Enzrnann, with curious hardtop

. PI.I AUTO OBII.ES [USA]
This Cennecticut cempany seems te ltave missed the peint
that it usurped a ence-great name I.‘ EFl.A is new a divisien ef
the jack linight (lreup. building Mini Turbesl. In the mid-
19H0s it made run-ef—the—rnill cepies ef the AC Cebra and
Ferd CrTa0. Hewever. frem 192-l0 ERA‘s si0s were remarkably
fttithfui te the eriginal GT-“ill. witlt a slightly simplified
meneceque tmest GT-i0 cepies were built areund space
frames} and accurate lsslywerk.

-IQ... _;:-""’_=_

ERA Cobra copy.
I933

I ll [l]
Pasquale Ermini was ene ef a numher ef censtructers svhe
made small numbers ef Fiat-based sperts cars in the 1950s.
He tended te cencentrate en the I 100cc class. ln 1950
Piere Scetti wen his class in the Pescara -‘i l-leurs. the Teur
ef Sicily and the ‘l‘arga Flerie. hut altlteuglt Ermini made
small numbers ef such cars tltreugh the 1950s the marque
never again reached such heights. usually being
es-*erslt;trlr:river.l by Stanguellini tqvl. In 1955 Ermini

E‘v’Al\lTE CARS

sltewed a pretty 1.5-litre GT car with a bedy by Ghia but
few. if any. were sc-ld.
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1954 Ermini 1.3-lilra coupé. thisonowitlr Fma body

EIIRQ PQRT [GB]
Frem 1990. this cempany effered peseurs a gelden
eppenunity te tum a perfectly respectable Triumph Tit? inte
a Ferrari F-“i0 leekalike. It was still a Triumph TR? under the
fibreglass...
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Eurosparl rim. rm

EV_ s [NZ]
A late-191-10s lsiiwi attempt te redress the fact that very few
rhdjaguar 1'{l'~Il20s were made. Seurced frem jaguar Mks‘v’II-
Di. the ‘Xl{l20‘ was a fibreglass cepy ef a _laguar with a
similar name.

E CARS [GB]
Evante is an eff-sheet ef ’v‘egantune. an established and
respected engine tuner. This car. intredur:ed in the mid-
19tl0s. fellewed the eriginal Letus Elan in its styling and
everall engineering. There were btrlges and aeredynarnic
lips which the Elan never had. and the backbnne chassis was
made frem steel tubes. net fabricated frem sheet steel as the
Letus was. ‘iiegrrntune was cey aheut its car‘s ancestry but
had ne reasen te be se: the Evante was a recenstituted Elan
which. with the right engine. was hetter than the eriginal. lt



EVANTE CARS

was alse a practical car. with wcatltcr equiprttent. a decent
b-eet and an eptiertal walnut and leather interier package te
ge aleng witlt the teptienalt carpets.

- --I-.-

E :1‘ ‘gr
. - _.'r_.'.

i

I--*.l.

‘_-

'r'i\;'“ ".
.1“-

_.l|'
nÀi.|,!|L ;_

Evanla in I95?’

. OR .ISO [USA]
‘r‘et anether centpany which effered a Cebra cepy in the
l9H{ls.

lcnrraun [<35]
Intreducer.l in 19!-it3. and eriginally engineered areund a
Beetle llts irpan. this Escalibur was a 2+2 fibreglass and lsievlar
ceupé inspired by the mid-engined De Tentase ‘v‘allelunga.
The few preductien medels were seurced frem the Ferd
Cnrtina. altheugh the Cranarl;r."C;rpri ‘v‘t‘i engine ceuld alse he
ttsed in this frrmt-enginecl car. After an enthusiastic welceme
tapparently the Escalibur‘s rt std helding was very geed} little
mere was heard ef it-

I.IBIlR [USA]
Breeks Stevens was a leading industrial designer and amateur
racing driver whese taste in cars was distinctly Eurepean.
Like Hesvard Darrin. he figured that the lsiaiser Henry] chassis
was an ideal base fer a sperts car and. again like Darrin. he
theugltt that the ideal engine was the 2.0-litre Willy's F—head
straight sis. The cars were eutstandingly successful in SCCA
racing tthey ceuld. and did. beat Jaguars and Ferrarisl but
lienry _l lsiaiser refused te put the design inte preductien tit
cettld have seld fer S2000. a snipl and preferred Darrin‘s
r iut land ish beulevard cruiser.

Stevens made just feur esamples ef this Escalibur ‘_]‘; ef
the three cars made in 1952-5. ene had an Alfa liemee 1900
chassis. btrt the twe tnest successful cars had a l-iaiser base.
The ‘lZv‘illy*s engine was tttned te preduce l25hhp and was
set well lstck in the frame. resulting in eutstanding read
helding. Styling was ‘mid-Atlantic". with Stevens dravving his
inspiratien frent British cycle-vvinged sperts cars. and this
seems te ltave been the stumbling hleck with Kaiser.

In 195i-l Stevens built a feurth car. still en a liaiser frame.
this time with an enveleping hedy and a supercharged
_lagttar ;"'i.S-litre engine. and it wen the SCCA l"-iatienal
Champienship eutright. Had Henry] Haiser pessessed mere

feresight the histery ef the American sperts car might have
been very different.

Frem i9e-"i Breel~:s Stevens marketed high quality
Mercedes-Bees SSI-I leekalikes. l‘ntil 1909'. the car was based
en a Studebaker Daytena chassis; later the base was Ferd.
A feur-seater. the 'Phaeten‘. was efferer.l frem 1915'.-‘-’. and in
190B the cempany essayed a Bugatti cepy which did net
catch en. Escalibur was the first. and mest successful.
‘he-stalgia‘ car maker. and despite high prices the cars have
been made at the rate ef aheut five rt week. By I990 the
mechanical specificatien had changed. but if yeu are
interested in that yeu are net the natural buyer ef ene ef the
great pr rsemebi les.
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I 1953 Excalibur I was
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Esrolibur 55 at So-lrrirrg in l'l‘|o late ‘$05

OTIC D C as [us/1]
A 19Sfls Califernian cempany which made high quality cepies
ef the Lantbergbini Ceuntaclt tincluding an epen tep
‘l~'teadster'l and varieus hedy kits te cenven Persche 911s
inte Speedsters‘ and ‘959s‘.



F CEI. VEOA [F]
Ferges et Ateliers r.le Censtructien d‘Eure et de Leire SA. er
Facel. was fnunded in 195!-l as a maker ef machine teels fer
the aircraft industry. During the Cemtan Clccupatien it made
gas generaters fer cars and after the War it diversified inte
a number ef areas. including the manufacture ef car bedies.
mainly fer Panhard and Simca. It alse eriginated designs.
built a ene-eff bedy en a Bentley chassis and bttilt bndies
fer the Ferd tFrancel Cemete.

By 195-‘i tnest ef the eld French lustrry car makers had
gene. killed by a certthinatien ef fiscal measures and eld
fashiened designs. and Facel went against the trend with a
car simply called the "s-’ega‘ {the arrangement witlt Panhard
had ended and the centpany had spare capacity}. The ‘v‘ega
had a ~i.5-litre De Sete vs engine whiclt usually fed its 1S0bhp
th retrgh a twe-speed autematic transmissien. altheugh a Pent-
.ii-Meussen feur-speed manual gearbes was an esp-ensive
eptien. ‘il?ltritever the drive train. it was ¿tted te a tubular
chassis fr:-.trr|e with ceil spring and deuhle wishbene frent
suspensien and a live rear asle en semi-elliptic springs. The
chassis was tepped by a handseme and lusurieusly appeinted
feur-seat l"iedy.

A tetai ef -ifr Mcfgtts was seld in 195-i and 1955. but as the
French ecenemy grew strenger preductien was increased
and it seemed that Facel weuld becertte an establislted
feature efthe autemetive scene. Unfortunately. in 1960. Facel
‘v‘ega intreduced an eriginal spens car. the Pacellia. which
was a disaster. By the end ef 19152 the cempany was in the
hands efa receiver. A survival package was put tegether htrt
the cars preduced under it were net successful and Facel
was declared bankrupt in 1905.

VÀgl IIIID EVS, T954-S9. Prod: 35?. Originally
called the Facel "v‘ega‘. hefere leng the centpany was called
Facel Vega and the medel was called the The bare
details are given al".-e1.'e hm dtrring its pre-ductien life larger
engines were fitted and by the end there was a f525bhp 5.-"li-
litre Chrysler "v‘t-l and a third ratie in the autematic
transmissien. In 195? a brake serve was fitted and the
fellewing year disc brakes were an eptien. At the time. there
were few cars in the werld which weuld carry feur peeple
at 1fitlrttplt.--"'2ltlkmh and nene ef them was as stylish er as
well ntade as the ‘v‘ega.

...

Facel Vega, I951

FACEL VEGA

EIGGIIDIIID, T 958-O4-. Prod: 230. Net a sperts er even
a sperting car. but included te keep the recerd tidy. The
Escellence was a leng wheelbase versien ef the ‘v’ega.»’F“v’S
which eriginally had a 5.l:l-litre Chrysler engine and received
a 6.5-litre unit in 1959. The treuble was that the 1?ft leng
bedy was pillarless and centributed little te everall rigidity se
the deers seen gave preblems and it wen few friends.

_..::i'..T-5 Twill"
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The four-door‘ Foul Virgo Excellence

IIKSOO, 'I 959-OI . Prod: 500. An uprated ‘v’ega.»"P"v‘S
but with the 560hhp (1.5-litre engine. Until April 1900. feur
wheel disc hrakes were enly an eptien. This perhaps
highlights ene ef Facel‘s preblems: it was leng en style and
pewer but shen en the sen ef detail which a cempany
steeped in cempetitien wetrld have taken as read. Fer the
same reasen the seats were net right. se if a driver did press
en he was likely te be threwn areund the ceckpit.
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HK500. I959

EIIGII II, T POI-O4. Pro-cl: 184. An uprated HK500 witlt
sharper lines. better visibility and up te 590bhp. In this fenn
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Fara-I II. an uprated H1600



1FACEl vter.

it weuld tep- lS0mph.- 2-ttlkntlt ill-tithttplt in under eight
secends] and frem the beginning there were serve-assisted
disc brakes en all fettr wheels. In retrespect it truly seem a
mystery that it did net de better. but the chassis had net kept
pace with the increase in pewer e|.ttpttt and what was geed
enettglt fer 195-i was net geer.l eneugh fer l9fvi.

Ell I It TQOOIOD. Prod: 1153. This was the car en
which Facel pinned its hepes fer espansien tit was making
fewer and fewer bedics fer ether makers) but it brettght dewn
the cempany. In style it resemble-tl a smaller. twe-seat HK500.
It was available as a ltardtep ceupe era cenvenible. and the
chassis fellewed establislted lines altheugh. curieusly. drum
hrakes were an eptien until 1901. The preblem was the engine.
a In-i?t't' dehc fetrr-cylinder unit designed by femrer Talbot
engineer. Carin Marchetti. and built by Pent-i‘i-Ii-lr.iussen.

Fer a st.an the car was espensive fer a 1.1‘.--litre spens car
with ne cempetitien pedigree; it was heavy. perfemtance was
net eutstanding since the ll-Sbhp engine had a pewer
band. and the Facellia weuld enly iust tep lt15nrpltr‘1?tlkrrtlt
ll.l—h-lltttplt in 11.9 secends;-. There was ne shenage ef
eppesitien en these terms. wt the engine was neisy and
unreli.able and srsrn earned a reptrtatien fer h-urning eil and
pistens. ‘l‘he reet cause was peer rigidity and crsrling in the
hleck. and Facel was net placed te sen eut the preblem quickly.
The ¿nal cars were much better but by then it was trsr late.
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IIIII III/O, I DOD-O4. Prod: approx 1500126. Had
this been the eriginal package. it might have guaranteed
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Facal Ill. I963, had 1.8-lilro Volvo angina

Facel‘s sttccess—it seld mere in twe years than all ether Facel
medels tescepting the Facellia 1 did in eleven years. The Facel
lll was a Facellia with a l?Ht..lcc ‘i‘elve engine whiclt witlt
lllllbltp gave almest the sartte perfermance as with the
trc.~ubleseme Pr.rnt-it-Mrittssrin engine. but with escellent
reliability. The weight ef the "v‘elve engine meant that
handling suffered. but since Facel ‘v'ega's clientele seught
lusury and style rather than eutright perferrn:.tnce this was
net a big issue.

The rare Facel ti had a l:.'Ifll".'tl"l]'1 BMC Series C engine similar
te that used in the Austin-Healey jltltltl hm linered rlewn te
2S5lcc. The unit was smaller te bring the c.ar within a
significant French tas bracket b|.rt its pewer meant that the
perfermance ef the car was mtrch enhanced. tlnfertunately
it did net save the cempany.

F .l.EY [GB]
This was an trnsuccessful 1950 attempt te market a five-seater
cenvenihle and a twe-seater read-scempetitien car using
_]crwett _lavelin cempenents.

FAIRTIIORPE [GB]
Fe-unded by Air Vice Marshal Den ‘Pathfinr.let" Bennett.
Fainherpe began prer.luctier| in 19S-"i with the ‘Atr irni. a 'speny‘
btrbble car t‘ a centra-:.lictien in tenns if ever there was ene)
with hideeus leeks. Sports cars fellesved in 1950 and the
Electren Miner was a 'pre-Sprite Sprite‘. lt was. hewever. let
dewn by terrible styling. a Fainlterpe characteristic. Standard-
Trittmph rttechanicals were net very es-citing either but BMC
weuld net supply certtpenents fer rivals te the Sprite. Ferd‘s
small engines were still in the Stene Age and Standard‘s
chaimtan was Air Marshal Lerd Tedder. In 1905 Bennett‘s sen.
Terin. designed the equally eccentric series and in 19?0
this was estahlislted as a separate marque tqvl.

In 198? twe Fainherpe enthusiasts beught the eld werks
and the remaining spares te effer a service te esisting ewners.
‘illllten last heard ef they were preparing a Ferd Escert-based
kit car re rise a slightly medified versien efthe eriginal hedy.

EIl*l‘lI'iIl, ‘I DSD-O5. Prod: appros 30. A Fainherpe
ladder frame. a Micreplas 'Mistral‘ fibreglass brs.ly usually
seld te special builders. and a Ceventry Climas F"'ili»’A engine
were the ingredients fer the fimt‘s first sperts car.
Perfen"nance was quite lively. and it was the cheapest car te
use the Climas meter. but net many peeple wanted a car
whiclt ceuld be easily mistaken fer a Ferd Ten special and
which steed ne chance in cempetitien. Fairtherpe seen ntade
its erwn bedy sltell hut that. tee. leel-ted like a Ferd Ten
special. Frent disc brakes were fitted frent 195?.
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I959 FaiÀhorpo
Electron



Eloclron Minor, I951‘-73. Prod: approx 500. The
econorrry versien of the Electren get off to a good stan and for
a time seld at a ntte of ¿ve a week. but then came the Sprite.
Like the Electren it had a ladder frame and Standard 10 flater
l—ler'aldl front suspensien. A twin carb 50bhp Standard
engine pt rwered the early cars. the (rflblrp 1 1-'i?cc Spit¿re version
carrre in 1903» and the ?5hhp 1.5-litre versien was ¿tted from
1909; frent disc brakes cartre in 19150. if the body was ugly in
195?. by the 1"-)?0s it had becerrre a ptsrr joke.

.-‘S

Elaclron Minor at showtirrirr

EI&ltI'l‘IIlÀ.. 'I PO 'I -O3. Prod: approx 20. A 2+2 Electron
Miner with a reef. fer the eccentric family man. Apparently
eccentric family men were tltin en the ground. Like all
Fairthorpes it was seld cenrplete er as a kit.
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prettier: Ilroilaclrino,

t .1 I901

Illll, ‘I POO-OS. Prod: approx 20. Zeta was the name
given te a much-publicised contemporary preiect to estract
nuclear power frem water. It failed. so it was an appropriate
name to give this beast. which was an Electron ¿tted with a
Ford Zephyr engine. With the right tweaks. up to 15?bhp was
available and the Zeta was feansomely quick in a straight line.
brrt to drive it a frontal lebetorny was desirable.

ThaFordZop|1yrpawor'odIolo.19l5t0

' Falcon

Rclckllll, I 963-G7. Prod: appres 25. An Electren?
Zeta chassis with the ?0bhp Triumph "v‘itesse straiglrt-sis.
Early cars had a central third headlamp. a bold innovation
which did not catch on.
—
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FairII'rarpeIlodraÀa,lolarnrodolsvill1outcanlrallroocIanrp

rx or/s/as... r our-10. Prod: approx 50. Terin
Bennett‘s ¿rst car used a fenn ef cross-ever rocker arms in
the rear suspensien; it was called an innovation. but it had
been developed by Arnott in 195? and has reappeared at
regular intervals ever since. This system made the wheels
lean in. not out. when cornering and apparently it worked.
as it had worked on the Arnett. Cltherwise the car was the
misture as before. with a fibreglass body. Fainherpe frame
and. this time. a Triumph GT6 engine and gearbes. Frem
19159 the bedy was tidied up and became quite pretty. Some
cars were made en the GT6 chassis. the TR6 engine was
available on the SS. and inte the 19B0s it was still theoretically
available with the 1.5-litre Triumph engine. By that time TX
was established as a separate marque tqv).

Fairlharpo TI-55

O [GB]
After Peter Pellandine split with Ashley Laminates. he set up
his own company to make a wide range of fibreglass shells.
one of which became standard on the Elva Mkll and was
revived in the 19B0s as the Autetune *Gemini‘ (qvl. Falcon
then began making a simple tubular frame to fit under its
bodies and give a hasis for special builders. For a time Len
Terry twho later designed cars for Lottrs. BRM. Eagle. Sunees
 



FALCGN

and ntherst was ernplnved tn give advice tn custnmers. There
l'nllni.ved a kit car using the space frarne whiclt Terry had
designed fnr his Tenier cluhrnan‘s car. and a separate
cnrnpanv. nccupving the sarne premises. used this tn make
tlte Peregrine spnns car.

In lii¿j there was an attempt tn estahlish the cc:-ntpanv as
a regular cnnstnictnr with the Falcnn 515. which was stvled
hv a Braailian. T. Rnhnvni. The prettv ¿hreglass hndv was
hnntled tn a tuhular frame designed tn take Fnrd Cnrtina
pans. it was niiered as a cnmplete car. hut mnst nf the 25
cars prndttccd were suld as l-tits. Fur a time it ]tJt}l£E(l as
thnugh Falcnn was nn its vvav tn hecnnting a permanent part
ni' the scene hut it faded ttvwav in 1'9('r'i after its fnunder was
serinuslv iniured in a rnad accident. Peter Pellandine
recnvered. has since made kit cars in hcith Australia and
Britain. and has heen nntahle fnr his wnrk nn steant cars.

I-I
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Fulcun 515, W63

F LCD (GB)
Frnm the ntid- 1'91-itis. this cnntpanv etfferecl a Lntus 1-ieven-tvpe
car hut with 3+2 settling and hased un Citrnen Anti. Dvane nr
EICR-" cntttpnnents; it was alsn availahle as a set til‘ plans.
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RIIS (BR)
Estahlished in 1981. this specialist ntaker t'nllnwed the usual
liraailian lines in its car. with a fihreglass h-adv [which cnuld
pass Fur a cuusin nf the Ferrari Iitinn GT4] and lncallv snurced
engines. Lintil 1988 Fants rnade the ntid-engined 2+2 ML 929
{with a 1.5-litre Fiat engine) while the T5 1.6 was similar hut
had a L6-litre vw tlinlf unit. A revised mndel tthe Beta) using
hasicallv the sante hwndv was intrnduced in 1983 as a tnid-
engined twu seat cnupe nr cahrinlet. Lil-ze its fnrehears it had
a hackhnne chassis. allsindependent suspensinn and frnnt

disc hrakes. It was availahle with nr Chevrnlet engines,
bnth inf Z litres althnugh. fnr espcirt. a 3.2-litre Chrvsler
Leiiarnn Turhn unit was usual. In 2-litre fnrnt. a ntasinturn
speed csl' 12-iintphi-*"2tJ{il-{nth was clainted; the 2.2-litre turhn
versinn was naturallv qtticker and cnuld accelerate t}-¿ilntph
in arnund seven secnnds. in 1989 a frnnt-engined frnnt wheel
drive fnur seat cnupe. the Quadrn. was intrnduced.

ELDER (Cl-I]
Frnrn 1974 until the lE}HUs Willi Fell'.ier ntade sntall nunthers nf
spnrts cars and cnupés hased nn prnprietarv chassis. He it was
whn cnntntissinned the Panther Ferrari FF and its Lancia-hased
derivatives. In the late 1"J?tIis Felher nffered the Escellence‘.
which was availahle as either a cnupé nr a rnadster. its chief
srviing feature was a vertical radiatnr grille whiclt lnnked like
an inverted Etentlev grille. Felher F.scellences were hasically
re-hodieci Fnntiacs using the El¿hltp 6.6-litre vs engine and
three-speed autnrnatic transmissinn. Tnp speed was claimed
tn he ll¿inphfl¿Àkrtth.

This cnntpanv intrnrluced a cnpv nf the jaguar XKIJIU in
1951. It used a fihreglass hcndv and a straight—si:t-t -ri.1-litre
Chevrnlet engine.
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FE US [GB]
lntrnduced in 19-!-it-I. the Fergus 'l’vlnsc]ttite-' was a vvell~ntade
evncatinn nf the 1950s Astnn Martin Ulster. A fihreglass hndy
was fitted tn a has sectinn frame with dnuhle wishhnne and
tnrsinn har frnnt suspensinn. witlt decnrative ‘senti-elliptic‘
springs cnrtnected tn the frnnt dunth irnns tn give an air nl
authcnticitv. The perind lnnk was alsn aided hv 18in wire
wheels intc.-dern wheels let dt?rwn sn ntanv evncatinns crf
earlier cars). Pnwer came frnnt the I.-t-i-litre Rnver B series
engine which was alsu availahle in a Stage II E-litre versinn.

ER US (USA)
This was an unsuccessful 1i~J~i‘) attempt tn tnarl-tet a spnrts
car whiclt used Austin Astii cnmpnnents and had a lmclv
stvled nn hrnadly the same lines as the Austin A40 Sports.
Hnw cnuld it have Failed?

FERRARI (|]
Enan Ferrari was a frustrated engineer the Àunked technical
cnlleget whn hecarne a fairlv gnnd racing driver. an adept
 



pnlitician and wheeler—dealet'. and a very successful ream
manager whnse .5'crrn‘er'r'rr Fr-*rrrtrr' was effectively the wnrl-is
Alfa Rnmen team in the 1'l)5tts. After a split with Alfa. he set
up his nwn wnrltshnp and huilt a cnuple nf Fiat-hased
specials tcalied ‘Autn Avia' fnr crmtractual reasnnsl which
ran withnut success in the I'§J—’it1t'}ran Fremin di liirescia [nften
errnnenusly called the 19-"-"iil Mille Miglirrl.

His cnmpany flnurished during the 5-ecnnd ‘t'v'nrld War and
in ]‘;l'—i'.'»' he prnduced a new car under his nwn name. It was
very successful in spnrts car racing. largely hecause it was the
first pnstwar design. Ferrari's first attempt at a Fnrmula 1 car.
using a supercharged 1.?--litre engine. was less successhti and
it was nnt until he prnduced a -'i.'i-litre unhlnwn engine that
Ferrari was finally ahle tn defeat Alfa Rnmen t in 1951 fl. It shnuid
he retnemhered that the Alfetta was hy then I5 years nld. sn
perhaps it was nnt as great an achievement as it might seem.

Ferrari dnminated the nest twn seasnns nf racing hut after
that enjnyed nnly spasrnndic success in F1. and then usually
hy emplnying English engineers; in fact until _]nhn Hamard
inined the cnmpany in I986 and prnduced a radical senti-
autnmatic gearhns Ferrari had never. ever. intrnduced a new
idea. Un the cnntrary. it ltad heen sirzrw tn adnpt develnpments
such as disc hrakes and mid-mntmted engines.

Fnr the first twenty nr sn years nf Ferrari‘s esistence. rnad
cars tnnl~t secnnd place tn the firntls racing activities that they
funded it} althnugh that changed in 19139 when Fiat hnught
the rnad car divisinn irruietlyi and halfthe racing team. leaving
Ferrari tn frnnt the nperatinn. which he did until his death in
19?-F). The rnad cars wnn an unparalleled reputatinn. hut much
nf the credit rests with Fininfarina. which prnduced a lnng
line nfnften hreathtal-ringly heautiful hndies. These snmetimes
clnthed fundamentally incnmpetent cars with such elegance
that the sltnrtcnmings nfthe heast heneath have heen fnrgiven;
many nwners have heen in the pnsitinn nf a man h-esntted hy
a heautiful. e:-rciting. hut fecldess temptress.

tintil recently. Ferrari type numhers referred tn the capacity
nf a single cylinder in the engine in cuhic centimetres. When
sis-cylinder engines were intrnduced the designatinn referred
tn the engine sit-re in litres and the numher nf cylinders (cg.
Dinn Bah}. Mrist early Ferraris fnllnwed racing practice and
had right hand drive.

IQ‘ $|D0l'l / I6‘ llliif / I66 MM, IQ‘?-
I-B/1948-53/1?‘?-53. Prod: 2/37132. Ferrari
cnmtnissinned Ginacchinn Cnlnmhn tn design a new car.
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Chinel¿ at la Mun: in rt ‘I66, I949

FERRARI

which had a snhc "v'1 2 engine suspicinusly similar tn a stillh-om
Alfa Rnmen flat-12 with which Cnlnmh-0 had heen assnciated.
The ¿rst three cars tTipn 12$} were nf 1.5 litres hut the Tipn
166 had a 2-litre engine. Lip tn l¿tihhp was availahle tpnnr
materials were a limiting factnr nn early Ferraris} and this fed
thrnugh a five-speed gearhns. unusual at the time. Early Ferrari
chassis were crude tubular affairs with cnil spring and dnuhle
wishbone frnnt suspensinn and a live rear axle nn senti-
elliptics. hut thanl-ts tn the engine 16-6s wnn everything in sight.
including Le Mans and the Mille Miglia thence the MM}.

‘Q5 / I'll 212 IIIIII, 'l95À-53-Prod
approx: 251'25.1’B0. itacing nccupied mnst nf Ferrari‘s attentinn.
in particular he wanted tn beat Alfa Rnmen in the Grands Pris.
The ne:-a *rnad‘ cars tn appear had enlarged engines: Tipn 195.
Zjsilcc t'tnter‘. 15tJhhp; ‘Sp-nrt*. 150-17'(ihhp)t Tipn 212. 2562cc
Pinter’. l¿tilrhp; ‘E:-rpnrt'. l¿tlislt-i{Jhhp} hut the nriginal chassis
was still used twith a lnnger wheelhase nn the 212 Inter) and
stylists prnduced a variety nf hndies. The Tip-0 195 was nnt very
successful in racing hut the 212. which ran in the sante class.
wnn a lnt nf events althnugh it has tn he said the nppnsirinn
was negligihle.
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Ferrari 112 lnllur, Alpine Rudy I953 [above] and an unbem 212 lnlur L
Berlin: by Ghiu (balowi
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A ' . 340/342/375, I950-55. Prnd:22f6r'13.
After t;Inlnmhn‘s supercharged cars failed tn heat Alfa Rnmen
in F 1. Ferrari cnmmissinned Aurelin Lampredi tn design a ‘lnng
hlnck‘ snhc V12. This hegan as a 5.5-litre engine and was
gradually enlarged until. in 1951. it was running in Ft in 4.5-
litre fnrm. it alsn fnmted the hasis nf the ‘America spnrts car
series. which retained the nld chassis laynut twith extended
wheelhase]. and a fnur-speed all-synchrn gr:'arbn:s cnuld be
speci¿ed. alnng with the nnn-synchrn ¿ves-speed transmissinn.
As befnre. hndy styles varied as did the engine siae t3-411 =
siltllec. .?.Fitihhp; EH2 = 11101-cc. 25Uhhp. strictly a rnad car; 575
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= ~i=i.?1acc. ¿t itihhp t. Left hand cars were availahle. lt is interesting
that Ferrari wnrks Fl drivers Farina and Ascari hnught _laguar
C Types fnr rnad Lise. as did Fangin.
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Ferrari 342 Amuri-ra

25¢ Ilp¿fl, '| 953-54. Prod: —. Basically the last
espressinn rif the nriginal theme. the 3'50 Eapnrt replaced
the 21a series and used a lnng tiltiini wheelhase chassis
similar tn the 312 Inter. Hnwever. pnwer came frnm a linered-
dnwn ‘lnng liirs:i-:* engine which. unusually fnr a Ferrari. was
‘sr[uare' tfitirnnt hnre and strnl-te. 2‘~Jt’1~.fit'r"i. and was rated at
Etltihhp. It is nnt tn he cnnfused witlt later E5-tis. which used
t1nlnmhn's ‘shnrt hlncl-;' design. As usual. there was nn set
hndy style hut any numher nf Italian cnachhuilders were
happy tn nhiige.

25¢ Illl'II|I-G; '| Q53-5‘. Prod: 17. Until this mndel.
all ‘pri iductinn‘ Ferraris had really heen cnmpetitinn cars with
rnad-style hndies and de-tuned engines. Actually. all Ferraris
until the early liititis were really specials althnugh the parts
were made in-hnuse. The lnng wheelhase chassis had heen
used nn the Tipn 5T5 America (chassis laynut fnllnwed
estahlished lines althnugh it was actually new). The mndel
was intended fnr rnad use nnly. hence the lnng wheelhase.
fnur-speed synchrn 'hns. and a mildly tuned t2EiOl'iltp'1 Z9h5cc
v 1 2. A variety nfhr idies were fitted hut few custnmers wanted
a ‘civilised' Ferrari.

250 Europa by Fininfarina

25561’, ‘I Q5l-¿2- Prod: 905 (all varieties). This car
marl-ted the pnint when Ferrari edged tnwards being a
vnlume prnducer. The chassis fnllnwed estahlished practice
and althnugh it has hecnme l-znnwn the ‘lnng wheelhasei
mndel. at team. it was Hin shnrter than the 2.50 Eurnpa. The
engine was the *classic' eirpressinn nf Cnlrirnhn's nriginal
design t'F5 s "it-i.‘5mitt. .3i9"i5cci. Althnugh there was a variety

nf hndy styles. hy different cn;tchl'ittili.lers. Ferrari was fnrging
a relatinnship with Fininfarina which was tn he mutually
prnfitahle. Disc hrakes were fitted frnm late li¿ii and the
fnur-speed gearhns had nverdrive after 1%-ti.
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I953 Farrari ISUGT lry Fininfarina

4 I O lmorlca, ‘I 956-59... Prod: 38 (all types).
The replacement fnr the 575 America had a jsi¿lihp "5-litre
engine and was gnnd fnr if-ittplt..-"a1Tkrttlt with any hndy
(Italian stylists had tn lnnl-; up 'aerndynamics' in a dictinnaryl.
The first fifteen cars had the lltiin wheelhase chassis frnm
the 5?’: America while the pi.ist-19‘-‘J mndels had the ltiain
wheelhase chassis frnm the .i_"it}t.iT. Frnm li¿t-1. a revised
cylinder head raised the pnwer nutput tn ¿fiiahltp and nver
1i'i’5rttpl1-»"2"iUinttlt cnuld he seen. As the name implies. the car
was aimed at America. hut it did nnt sell well hecause it was
incredihly espensive and. like all Ferraris nf the time. was
tnn temperamental tn he a practical rnad ear.
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Ferrari 410 Sttperamariaa. 1956

zsaot awn, 1 959-04. Prod 232 (all types). The
shnrt t94.’5in) wheelhase ZEUGT is rightly regarded as
Ferrari's mnst perfect espressinn; and the reasnn is that it
emerged at the time nf transitirm when the prnductinn side
was establishing sensihle standards yet was still tied tn racing.

25061’ SWB (5cagl'|aItil
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The chassis laynut remained as hefnre. hut the shnrter and
stiffer frame endnwed the car with nutstanding rnad hnlding
anrl halance. At last Ferrari used disc hrakes. having heen
cnnvinced hy his English F 1 drivers. Cnllins and Hawrhnrn—
hrakes had heen a prnhlem nn iiiriny late 1950s Ferraris. It is
hard tn decide which is the mnst heautiful: the Hcaglietti
lierlinetta. the Fininfarina Califnmia Spyder. nr the Fininfarina
Lussn; here we are tall-ting the judgement nf Paris.

150 I-Ilil¿, ‘I Q¿l-G5. Prnd: 350. Althnugh the Lussn
t‘iusury't helnngs tn the aiititi-T HWB line. it was prnduced
in sufficient quantity tn deserve its nwn entry. Fnr many
Ferrari enthusiasts it is the ideal: it hears the signs nf Ferrari's
cnmpetitinn histnry tthe rear £1I."tlt_* lncatinn is frnm the GTE!)
hut is a civilised. ‘ti.-'ell*t.tpptti¿te£l rnad car nf supreme grace.
Linfnrtrtnately. the numher nf estant Lttssns has diminished
hy the same numher as fake GTtJs that have appeared-
there might he a cnnnectinn here.
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HUGT Lussa

:soarz+2/aaoar /aaoorz-|-2, nea-
oa/'| 904/ ‘I 905-ea. PIIII: appnax asrvstvlurru. This
was the line which saw Ferrari hecnme a signi¿cant producer
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25UGT 1+2 lalaoval, 33UGT 2+1 [below]
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nf rnad cars; the 2+2 had the sattte chassis as the lwh FIUGT
and the engine was wamt rather than hnt. rated at 2-iitihhp.
The 19f?ei ‘America was an interim car using Ferrari's new
;itl-Ethltp Tipn 209 ii-litre v 1 2. which was a new. lnnger versinn
nf the Cnlnmhn engine. A new live-speed gearhris replaced
the fnur-speed unit in 19t¿. allny wheels hecame standard
with liinnani wires as an nptinn. and new engine rnnunts
reduced nnise tn snften the car's character.

400 Supcrannorha, I 960-64.. Pro-rt 54(a1t types).
The wnrid wanted varinus fnnns nf the 2i'it}GT. even if nnly
a few whn wanted nne cnuld affnrd nne. In the face nf this.
and hunyed up hy cnmpetitinn and cnmmercial successes.
Ferrari tried tn milk the American marl-tet with a 4-litre supercar
with a pntential fnr nver 16l:lt11[]l1»’l26lill'{t11l1. nrsn it was claimed.
This used Cnlnmbn‘s snhc in its mnst stretched fnmt {Ferrari
had discarded the Lampredi ‘lnng hlncl<' unit]. Since America
had strictly~enfnrced speed limits. there was nn pnint in paying
silly mnney fnr thenretical tnp speed; the Ferrari huyer wanted
style and the 2.50 series prnvided that abundantly. Tn have
succeeded. the fiuperamerica wnuld have needed tn have
heen mnre heautiful than any 250. and that it was nnt.

4011 Sup-eramarica

zsoara... I962-64.. Prod: 59 (all lyp-es).[1erived
frnm a prntntype which had run at Le Mans in 1961. the GTO
is tnday cnnsidered the mnst desirahle nf all Ferraris hecause
it is a racing car which can he used nn the rnad. A 250
Testarnssa with a rnnf. jtiÀltrltp. a five-speed gearhna. and
lighter than the 25t}Fi‘WB. the GTO was a fnrmidahle machine
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FERRARl

nn the circuits althnugh technically. it was nnt leg11l hecause
Ferrari did nnt huild the ltttt esamples required fnr hnmnln-
gatinn. A si-litre versinn was nccrtsitinally run hy the wnrl-ts
and ll".lf14 cars were inwer and wider. with a ‘nntch' hack ilil-zc
the Z“'.i{_il..-"vii. tliinttn Iii:n'.:.1rrini and Fiern Drngn alsn made
snme lightweight cars hased nn .i=itlti‘»I=t="l3 cnmpnnents tthe
tttnst famnus nf which was ltnnwn as the 'hreadvan'i h11t
these acltieved little success. Tr rday E"-'1t]tJTtf.is l111ve 11n ‘auctinn
value' almnst heynnd helief.

259 I-0 IIIIII, ‘IP51--G5. Prod: 32. The first mid-
engined Ferrari GT car. Mt 1st 3’it_tI.ii-"ts were hnught fnr racing.
and were very successful. h11t they were viahle rnad cars with
enr rugh luggage space fr 1r a weel-tend tri p. Accnrding tn Fenra ri 's
nwn system nf numhering. it shnuld l111ve heen called the
2T‘.iLl‘t-1 hecause it had a 31.5-litre engine. h11t tiig. Ferrari insisted
it shnulrl have the '.i'it'_t‘ designatinn. The 1.-"12 engine was
installed in a space frame witlt all-int.lepettr.lent suspensinn and
tleliveretl its _i2t]hhp thrnugh 11 five-speed transa:-tle. it was the
last Ferrari which cnuld he raced at the very tnp level t¿rst and
secnnd at Le it-"Ians in llil¿fii yet cnuld he used nn the rnad.
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Farrari 250 l.a Man:

21561‘ / GT5, ‘I 964-67.. Approx prod: 940 (all
type-.5). This was the ft. 5-litre replacement fnr the E"it1GT series.
Althnuglt the Httrli Femtri tuhular frame cn11id he traced hack
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tn the earliest days. cnntempnrary racing practice cnt.1ld he
detected in the all-independent suspensinn 11nd the fivesspeed
transasle. The U'l*f*i {S = Spyderl cnnvertihle was intended as
a rnad car. sn had Etrtililip. hut the GTH t H = Herlir1ett;tic1;1ttpE'
was 11 ‘dual p11rpnse' machine and had at-1t_1l"1l1p. Fnr serintrs
cnmpetitinn wnrk there was the lightweigltt .37-""iti'l'li.--"C. Twin
nverhead camshafts appeared fnr the first time nn 11 prcalttctinn
Ferrari in 1":-}¿t‘i. hnnsting pnwer tn gititih-hp. and these cars
were designated tiTli.-*"=i. There was nn nf¿cial tipyder versinn
nf the truad-carn hut Hcaglietti h11ilt ten cnnvertihles fnr the
.i'u'nerican impnrter.

sup»-nut soo. I 904-61. Prod: 3711111 types). Five
litres. dnhc. a claimed ¢l'l.l[ll"tl1]‘) tIt11lian hnrsesi. 11 nnt very
successful hndy hy Pininfarina. plus unprecedented levels nf
lusury——-this led nne writer tn descrihe the ."-ltrperfast as
Ferrari's Bugatti Rnyale. The Ftnyale wasn't much gnnd either.
h11t in its favnur the ’1t1t)'s engine was special. heing an
amalgamatinn nf the Crtlrttttltrt and I..ampredi designs with a
large input hy tannnymnusi design staff. That was nnt ennugh
tn make a nntahle car.
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Ferrari Sup-arfast sari. rm

330 GT1‘: /GT5, 1 966-68..Prud= 6t10r'1t1tIt.Tl"1e chassis
fr 1r this series was hasically frnm the £T5GTli.t'1'-1. hut the capacity
nf the 'q11adcan1‘ engine was up tn litres. There was nn
increase in pnwer. at ititlhhp. hecause the 51511.1 was intended
tn he a *snfter' car. which esplains the nptinnal air cnnditinning.
Still. 1‘_5tIi1ttpi1r"2-"ital-trttlt maaimttm speed and U-fittrttplt in seven
secnnds were impressive ¿gures. The GT5 cnnvertihle was
slightly slcnver since it was heavier and less slippery. hut its
cnmparative rarity carries a premium in tnday‘s marl-tet.
_ --1-' I-1"" -I"-I"-I
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355 CI|||Ol'lIlI; '| RG5-‘Tl Prod: 14. This was the ¿rst
nf the ==i.1'l-litre ‘quad cam" cars and there are nn priaes fnr
guessing the target market. witlt a stunning hndy hy Fininfarina



FEIRRARI

nn 11 lnngish t 10-"tin wlteelhasei chassis. pnwer steering and
a higlt level nf appnintntent. the Califnmia was tnnre a
successnr tn the ".i0ll Huperfast than tn previnus ‘Califn-rnias'.
w hiclt were hased nn the L't"-i-"ti 2'i0t3T. Ctnly nne right hnnker
was tttade. and it lt11s since heen destrnyed.
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Ferrari 3-0.5 California, l9tlt-El

3§5G'|' 2+2, ‘IP57-7| . Prod: 801. Replacing the
551') 2+2 was the largest and ntnst lttxurinus Ferrari tn that
time. Althnugh the wheelhase remained at 10Ain. nverall
length exceeded 10ft. Air cnnditit.ming and pnwer hrakes.
tvindtrws 11nd steering were standard. the re:1r seats wnuld
actually accnrnmndate twn adults. there was a large hnnt and
there had even heen attentinn tn ergnnnrnics (annther wnrd
which It11li11n designers have tn lnnk up in a dictionary}.
Despite its gnritlies antl cnnsequent weight. it was nn slnttch
t 1~i0+rttpit.--"'22=1l-m1l"1. 0-t‘101nplt in 2.1 secnnds]. and it handled
well. The single nverhead camshaft asi-litre ‘vi 12 gave 520hhp.
Crnmndnra allny wheels were fitted until 1968. when they
were replaced hy Daytnna-style five spnl-te allnys. hut linrrani
wires were an nptinn.

#1» ""

3-t55ET 1+2. 196?

36-SGTC/GT5, ‘I 958-TO/' ‘I 958-69. Prod: approx
200.120. An updated shnrt chassis 550GTC given the 520hhp
-i.=i-litre versinn nf the single nverhead camshaft engine.

1:;ti!‘ 1.. Ir 11.‘ em Àutie
IiIi'lI'lII|I|I1I

IJ

._=._-.-
-1-'-

-I‘

3-GEGTC, 1005

which added nnthing tn perfnrmance but made fnr mnre
relaxed driving due tn imprnved tnrque. Like the 550 it was
smnnth rather than raunchy and was nne nf the first
indicatinns that Ferrari cnuld make sensible rnad cars. fnr the
fine perfnrmance and superh handling were allied tn cnmfnrt
and new levels nf huild quality. A twn-seater. it was
nvershadnwed by the much quicker Daytnna. which explains
its relative rarity. hut then it was intended tn be snphisticated
and elegant rather than exciting.

Dino 20561‘, ‘I 9G7-69. Prod: approx 100. Ferrari's
small capacity V6 engine had heen named fnr his snn. whn
had ntade snme input intn the design befnre his death in
1950 tit was largely the wnrk nf the greatest nf all Italian
designers. Vittr":1rin_Iann). Lnng hefnre the engine appeared.
mnunted transversely amiciships. in the first ‘haby' Ferrari.
versinns had enjnyed a lnng and successful cnmpetitinn
career in F1. F2 and spnrts car racing. The 2-litre versinn in
the Dinn was rated at 1El0hhp and drnve thrnugh a five-
speed transaxle. suspensinn was independent all rnund and.
thanks tn light weight and lnw drag. 1si2mphf228l<mh was
pnssihle (0-00mph in T'.1 secnnds}. Fininfarina’s styling
pointed the way fnr all mid—engined Ferraris. hut the cnckpit
was nnisy and luggage space was minimal. There was nn
Ferrari hadge fr::-r the Dinn was launched as a separate marque
and Fiat huilt the engine. The traditinnal mndel designatinn
changed: 206 stnnd fnr 2 litres. six cylinders.

Dina 20661.. 1967

305618/4 'D|:|ylan||' / 365015/4, I 968-14.
Prod: approx 1235.1’127 plus 20 Group 4 ears. Tn call the
D-aytnna the replacement fnr the 2?5G'1'B./ii is like calling
Chartres Cathedral a building. It has hecnme the stuff nf dreams
and it was the press. nnt the factnry. which was resp-ortsihle fnr
the ‘D-aytnna‘ nickname. It used the 2?'5 chassis but had 552bhp
frnm a 4.4-litre dry-sumped ‘quad cant’ engine. and with a
slippery hndy this translated intn 170+mphf2751-tmh ('0-60mph
in 5.9 secnnds.}. Finir1farina‘s styling has made the car legendary
('11c1ver's SDI was inÀuenced hy it). hut it was a hmte tn drive

asserts: rm
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fast and even the ah¿lilip Gre-up 4 versinns achieved little
hecause. despite aluminium ht)-dies, they were tr-verweight antl
their hrakes were inadequate. Facts can spoil gt:-hd ntyths.

Dllll 2 T / GT5, 1 F69‘-13. Prod: approx 2300/’
1200. The ¿rst rt'1ad—gt:ting Dinti did nut sell well, and few
reached the nhvihus market. America. Ari unctiniftirtahle and
ntiisv 2-litre car with little luggage space was a HE}-À¿ in the
wide npen spaces tif the States. On the tither hand, the I95hhp
2.4?-litre versitin {alsn ntiisv and impractical} stild well despite
the fact that it still did ntit have a Fenari hadge tsc:-me ciwners
have since recti¿ed the hmissitin}. F.ar!v cars had kntick-tiff
wheels hut Five-stud allnv wheels were ¿tted hv tiiid-l9?U. The
2-tih GT5 an"ived in 19?2, anti althciugh '5' 5[tTh‘Z)Ll fcir 'Eipvder'
the car was nnt a cnnvertihle hut a Targa-tnp. While lacking
the ultitnate perthnnance hf a Davttina [150:nphv"2-130101111 is
hardlv slcrw. lie-vveveri, a Dine» cciultl he quicker frcirn A IU B.
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Dinn 2-46GT,. IQTU
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35561‘:/II, 1 P1‘ -12- PPD-d: 501]. A shtirt-lived hut
pepular 2+2 which replaced htith the 565GT 2+2 and the
5(15GTC and accciuntetl ftir half hf Ferrari*s frcint-engined
prtitiuctitin in its shen life. The chassis was similar tci the
Davtc.ina's hut a ccinventitinal five-speed gearhcat replaced
the IItavtt:intt's transasle. Like all Ferraris it had a separate
chassis ta verv rigid tuhular frantei hecause the Ccimpanv
dries ncit huiltl its cntvn htidies. and this allciwed at least twe
special htidies tti he huilt tin a 5l55GTCr1i hase.

365 GTCI4, I'il‘T'l

365À'I'I- / 4001 / 4| 2|, I 972-75] ‘I 91$-I5/'
I Q85-ll. Prod: 470.?’ —f—.. Fenari's replacement fci-r the
56'5GTC.»’4 used that car‘s chassis, with a ltinger wheelhase. it
had the lLlJIEUI'l{JL]!~i appointments which marked its
predecesscrrs and Fiat was in charge sh quality imprtived. In
19?6tl1en1t:itlel receivetl a fuel-injected -4.5-litre f$4Uhhp engine
and auttimatic transmissien hecame an tipticm. Ellverall sales
were ntit startling as Ferrari sttipped selling its ‘J12 cars in the

States rather than ctimprnmise the engines tci meet teugher
EfI'Ilt-i.‘-F-l{J[‘l laws, hut that did nut step a few appearing cm the
‘grey market’. 1985 saw Bosch ABS and 4.9 litres; PDWET
remained at ¿st¿hltp but ['Ul'C[L1t" was imprcived.
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Auhnulic transmissinn arrives: the -IIIIH, I‘???

DIIIG 3UUG'|'I- / iÀÀ GT4, ‘I 913-19/‘I 975-
79. Prod: 2B2€v’840. as the type numher indicates, this was
a 5-litre car with a new 2"55hhp dnhc VS engine (the 17?hhp
208 was a ‘ta.tt hreal-t‘ car fnr Italy). The 508 was quicker than
previtius Dinh.s(150+mph.t’2ti[l+kmh, O-60mph in 6.4 secends).
It was t't"t=EII1"t:‘ practical tn-n, with +2 seating, but has heceme the
nearest tti a bargain used Fen'ari. The reasen is the Iii-erttine
hndy (the ¿rst time since 1953 that Pininfarina did net style a
series Ferrari} which dc:-es net have the charisma cif the Dine
216. Unlike the 246, the GT4 was hadged as a Fenari and the
name ‘Dinn’ was drtippcd frtiim 1977.
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Dinn BDEGTI 2+2, 1W3

JQSGT / 2 ‘I Q13-1‘/‘I Q15-
I5... Prod: 387.t"1956. A new multi-tube frame tc:-cik the
380hhp dehc 4.4-litre engine, mnunted amidships but in line,
the all-independent suspensien ftillewed Ferrari's
chntetnphrarv practice, and the Fininfarina studie surpassed
itself. In 19?t3 the type was given a 5-litre engine with the
same ptiwer but increased Àeitibility, a hih spciiler at the frnnt,
NACA ducts in frtint cif the rear arches, and a new model
designatien. ‘BB’ stands fer Berlinetta Beater, the latter
referring tci the Àat-12 engine, in which the pisttins mcive
away frcim each cither, like heaters sparring.

Ferrari had used this ctinfiguratihn fcir stinte racing engines
hut this was the ¿rst rtiad Ferrari that did ntit have a Vee
engine. Fuel injectic:-n arrived in 1981 and a few, very few,
Targa-trips were made. l88mph»”502kmh was claimed by the
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The3OBGTBwuswide|yregurdedususuneessnrnn:urelnevocHul|\0
c|ussi:146.lfwusiha¿rsipmduclinnFu1'urihlH:v0¿brogluu
boclywulz, and the lxnculiun by Scngliufli was us us
Fininhlrintfs lilies

lnihGTU5wIruimpodn|\f:uninFu1'u|ihisIoryaFÀ1oI960i,usll\ny
are in Fe|'rt:|ri|4:|m.T|\is 19¿4GTDausubovnu||acompalitianeu|-,u|1:
oft! hunltlhll built untltliulusl in Ferrari's linnof¿onhngirnd V12 3-
Hru¿-Trilrs





l':tctt_in.-'. hut this was queried lw some tnotoring magazines:
still. lacts count for nothing with Ferrari, where amhience is
all. Like other 1.3-cvlintler Fenaris of the 1980s this model
was not soltl in the ['55. which is not the same as saving that
none were sold there hecause there is the htirtler with Canada.
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30861‘! / 308615 / 208G'I'B / 208G'l'5, I 91'5-
8'| . Prod: —. This was the true successor to the Dino 2%
tthe {ET-t tlevelopeti into the 3+2 lvlontliall hut it was never
calletl a l'.lirto. lllnirtllarirta was in charge till" st}-‘ling and
protlucetl one of the most attractive shapes ever to emerge
from the stutlio and considering l1'ininfarina‘s track record.
that is saving sometlting. The chassis was hroadlv the same
as its predecessors. although the wheelhase was Hin shorter,
antl the £EIIE1t"t' engine was drv-sumped. lvlotlels until 19??
hatl fihreglass hotlv panels. whiclt was a first‘ for a
protluction Ferrari and a plus todav since steel—hodied cars
are prone to rust.

‘I-
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‘ZDBGTB

IÀÀI'Il“lI| B / 3.2, ‘I980-85/‘I985-BB. Prod:
25'l]lL-"——. Ferrari's replacement For the Dino GT¢'t, the
."vlt:-ntlial H shared that car's chassis hut the wheelhase was
increased hv -tin to make this a true four-seater. lt was
significant in that it was Ferrari's ¿rst attempt to huild a ‘world
car" antl. to meet various govemments regulations, the 5-
litre Vt-l was ¿tted with fuel iniection, which hrought power
down from Ei¿hhp in the {TB-"i to Eliihhp, with a
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ctirresptirtdlttg loss in torque. Still. l*'l5ntph.»’l’.,flUktnh was
claimed and, when the Zsttllahp qttattrovalvole {four valves
per t:vlinder_II engine was introduced in 1982, it hecame an
option. 1985 saw the introduction of a proper cahriolet, the
¿rst rag top Fenari had made since the Davtona I-ipider. In
1985, the model received the Ztitlhhp 5.E~litre engine.

/ 323515 / IUEGII f IUBGI5,
‘I QI1 Prod:—. The less powerful fuel-injected engine
which first appeared in the Mondial weakened the mid-range
ahilitv ofthe 508 and put 15t}i1tphr’2:lEIkinh out of reach. The
1982 quattrovalvole “clean” engine hil-ted power to 2-ti[Il:tlip,
increased torque. and restored the 3[lt-l's performance. At the
same time the 208, which had heen struggling on the Italian
market. was turhocharged. The 5.2-litre engine of 1955
hrought power up to 21?.-fllaltp with a useful increase in torque.
B}-' the time the 505 series was replacetl in 1988, it had hecorne
easilv the tnost popular model in Ferrari*s history.
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1931 303i ltllaovnl and l?B5 SZBGTB lbelcmrl

Gt¿, ‘I 9*‘-I1- Prod: 201]. Built for G roup B ctimpetititin,
which required a production run of at least 200 hut was
cancelled in 1985. the GTE) was considered special enough to
receive one of Ferrari's tnost famous model names. Designed
at the factorv, it resemhled a 5U8GTl3 and used that car‘s engine;
the difference was that the 5~litre V8 was mounted north!south
rather than eastfwest and, with twin IHI turhochargers and
‘Welter-Marelli electronic fuel iniection, it pumped out a mighty

 ''-_
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Ferrari Mcmcliul B, 1930 The W34 Ferrari GTO
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‘lÀljlillp. with _?:(>{ill1.»"ft torque at fititl¿rpnt. It is easily distin-
guished hy its high door mirrors. hut less ohvious is that the
wheelbase is in longer, mainly to accommodate the different
engine position. Ferrari claimed a top speed of l’9Ut't'tpl'1.»*’
fifl¿ktttlt and fl-fiÀntph in five seconds. ‘Road’ versions could
have air conditioning and power windows.

I'll ' II-Ill, IIIIIQJIIII-I I "‘- Another famous name
was resurrectetl for the model which replaced the Berlinetta
Bo:-ter. Fininfarina was responsible for the body which. unlike
tnost road Ferraris. was of aluminium save for the roof and
doors. The shape was evolved in a wind tunnel with special
attention paid to aerodynamic downforce, while the ‘egg slicer‘
side grilles were claimed to increase cooling efficiency (the
radiator was rear mounted). Larger overall than the 5121513 tit
was '.?8in wide}, it followed that car*s general chassis layout
hut was a little lighter (though still weighing 5660lhJ. The ‘:-
litre v12. with four valves per cylinder and Bosch fuel injection.
delivered jtiÀhhp {and maitimum ?:f'itlllifft torque) to a five»
speed transasle. This car was good for 181mphr'29lkrnh and
0--EtÀtttpli in 5.5 seconds.

Testarnssa Spycler, :| nun-sinnclurcl cnnversinn

Fl-U, Ill'I'I'lI-IIIIIIII I 98$. Built to celebrate 4U years of
Ferrari cars, the F40 was also designed to upstage the Porsche
959 and to he the world's fastest production car. In essence
it was a GTCJ with different body panels, stripped of carpets
and interior door panels, and it even had sliding Pleitiglas
windows to save weight. The engine was a short-stroke
variation of the 5—litre quattrovalvole V8 with twin IHI
turbochargers, and this gave si?1hhp with -:i26lhi/ft torque. In
this fonn it was claimed to top 2[lln1pltr'f525kmlt and reach
fiftmph in under four seconds. if this was a little tame, a
factory kit with larger turbochargers and different camshafts

12%--Ink _

F40, WE?’

could add a funher Ztltlhhp. Quintessentially it was an Italian
supercar—most British F1 designers reckoned it was crudely
engineered and some of them went off to tty to do better.

34-Bill Ioupi/Ilrgl, lnirolluccd I 989. The hig
news in this range of models was that the engine was
enlarged {to 5-’iO5t"t'l and was located longitudinally. This
allowed the engine to sit 5-in lower in the frame and
significantly lowered the centre of gravity. The new chassis
was claimed to he much stiffer than previous cars. The 548
was also wider than its predecessor hecause the radiator was
taken frotn the nose and was replaced by a pair of side-
motmted radiators. Despite the car*s greater bull-: there was
an improvement in aerodynamics and the Cd dropped from
0.56 to 0.52. The 29~6hhp haby Ferrari was claimed to top
1T0n1pl1.t'2?4kmh with O-60 in 5.6 second:-i—some haby.

Seen in isolation it was a magnificent car, but seen irt
contest it was a disappointing (and ponly) update of the 528,
with some styling elements (the egg-cutter side grilles)
cantied over from more eztotic models. Ferrari and Pininfarina
did no more than go through the motions with this one,
which one day may he seen as a mistake hecause other
constructors, such as Honda, were making much hetter cars.
The marque had charisma, hut charisma has a sell-by date
and in 199-0 time was running out for Ferrari.

Fan'uri3lBc1u|péund'lurg:|,l9'B9

Mlllltlllll I I 989.
Like the other V8 cars, Fenarfs four seater received the 296hhp
5-=l05cc engine, which was mounted longitudinally in the frame
although the radiator remained at the front. Along with the new
engine came a completely new ¿ve-speed transmission,
electronically controlled variable suspension, and a three-

I9'B9 Monclictl l't:uup-6 {above} uncl cunvurlibla [below]
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position manual suspension selector. The ertternal l'iody
revisions were less radical than its sister cttr httt the interior was
completely revised with tnuch more passenger room and
improved ergonomics. Top speed was l’rU'ntph»*"2’:-f'il-ttttlt and
the lII—ofJt1tph spring could he coveretl in (1.5 seconds.

Despite the many improvements. and a lower price than
the felt-I. the Mondial was a slow seller. hasically hecause it
fell hetween two stools. It was not sufficiently practical to
he used as a regular four seater, and was not as much fun
to drive as the ¿st-fl.

F llllill (USA)
The first of the Ford GT-='iU copies, this had a fihreglass hotly
with steel reinforcement and was huilt on a ‘v""‘~I'It' Beetle
floorpan. Ctfferetl as a kit or a complete car. it was made
only in 1965.

rs-Btu

was Ferrar ta, vw
' based

FIAT ll)
An old joke ran that in France the country ownetl the biggest
car maker, while in Italy the higgest car maker... Fiat is a vast
combine with incredibly varied interests. It was founded as
a car maker hy three wealthy young men in I89‘) and went
frotn strength to strength, helped in no small way hy
outstanding competition successes in the early years of the
century. By the time Italy entered the First Wtirld War Fiat
was also an estahlished maker of commercial vehicles, aero
engines and aircraft.

Mtist of Fiat's early cars were aimed at the middle of the
market but a mass-produced car, the ii-DI, introduced just
after the First World ‘War, saw Fiat on its way to becoming
Italyis most popular make. In the 1920s it hegan to acquire
other manufacturers and to estahlish manufacturing plants
in other countries. Most of these were very successful {SEAT
in Spain, ii-imca in France} hut two attempts to estahlish a
manufacturing foothold in Britain failed.

Fiat has continued its international policies with enormous
success. It has absorbed a numher of other makers latharth,
Alfa Romeo, Autohianchi, Ferrari, Lancia. Ivloretti etc} antl
has estahlished very successful hranches in Brazil and India
as well as supplying technology and designs to Eastern
Europe which have led to such as Polski-Fiat, Lada and
Zastava. Eio far as sports cars are concemed it should not he
forgotten that as well as those models which have home the
Fiat hadge, an amty of small constructors have used Fiat
components and these are to he found scattered throughout
this hook.

IV, I 952-54. Prod: 114. Most Fiats in the 19‘1'i[Is were
utility cars huilt to satishy mass hunger for the motor car-
Against this background the arrival ofthe 1"-W was something
of a surprise, hut it seems that a group of Fiat engineers was

given the opportunity to ‘think aloud‘ antl protlttce the sort
of car they would like to see in protluction. The result hatl
a "v'H engine of 1'1.3'9tict" with pushrotls operated hy a single
camshaft in the centre of the It-’ee. It was sold with ltfihltp
or ll’?'il":-hp outputs antl apparently even specialist tuners were
unahle to get more than l¿tihhp out of the unit.

The engine was set in a tuhular chassis frante to which
the steel hotly was welded to form unitary construction. and
suspension was all-independent hy coil springs antl tlouhle
wishhones. The four-speed gearlitnt hatl synchromesh on all
gears. unusual at the time, and late cars had four headlights.
tfihia, Fininfarina anti Jilagato huilt special liotlies for the H-‘v’
and fiiata usetl the engine for a model which easily outsold
the Fiat version.
_
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I I 00 Transfonnahile, ‘I 955-59. Prod: 571. This
otltl looking little car was a two seat Fiat l1l)I.lT‘v' tntrismo
t-'e:'t:t'ei. Of unitary constntction, it had coil spring and
wishbone front suspension, a liye rear asle suspended on
semi elliptic springs, and a fourscylinder engine of llltilulcc
which produced sisihlip. Top speed was only I-l5mpl1r'15?k:ttlt
antl sales were not stimulated hy the car's looks—Fininfarina
huilt the bodies hut always denied it hatl anything to do with
their styling. Despite its complete lack of distinction, the
Transfonnahile was the direct forehear of an important line
of sports cars.

IF

' Fiul I IUD
Trunslnnnobilo, ‘I956

I iÀÀ/I ID“/I l¿¿i/I ‘QU5, I 95’-Q‘. Prod:
approx 43,000. While Fininfarina tlenied having anything
to tlo with the Transfomiahile. the great studio was
unmistakahly responsihle for this line. Further, since
Fininfarina huilt the hodies, and the series sold well. the
model was an imponant factor in Pininfarina's eitpansion.
The hasis for the range was the Fiat 12[ll], which was an llllll



F 

I-___.-111$-.,h

- -~- 4%' .-' ——-In-11:1-
r I

.- I-- . ‘ta rE1,I

-'-4
I

—I-
____ _-

-F

J

--J

195? Fi-at 1200 labovei and ‘I903 ‘I500 ll:-elowll

with the engine enlarged to i22lcc.
The I200 had the hjliltp tiran Luce engine antl would

reach 'lJ'0tttph.-t"l—i=ikn1li, with thhtitttplt in 19.1 seconds. Wlien
this version was introtlucetl Fiat also launched the litifiii,
which had Ll dohc four-cylintler engine of lti91cc tlevelopecl
front an Osca design- ‘ls-'l1iIe (Jsca had achieved enonnous
competition success with the unit. Fiat kept the pt:vwer output
tlrrwn to I-llllhlip. giving a respectable httt not startling
mtutimum speetl of lU=.-tnplt.--""l?t_Il-ttnh I0-htiinph in 10.6
secondst. The litititi was tlistinguished from the 1200 by an
air scoop on the ht innet and, frrmt 1960. Dunlop dist‘ brakes
on the front wheels, while the 1200 retained dntms
throughout its life.

In lslhj the 1200 model was replacetl hy the I500, which
had a T"'2hltp i~'iHlct" pushrotl engine antl front disc brakes.
At the same time. the l‘:0t_is engine was enlarged to 1562-icc
antl power increased to i,l0hltp. From 1'~')t'i5 the 16005 had a
five-speed gearbtnt and tlisc hrakes all round. Late cars had
four headlights. Dsca also huilt cars based on the
1 "'illlll‘-i..-""' l f"i'l_illI'-l.

850 ipyclor, I965-73. Prod: 140,000. witliin a
year of introducing the rather l"i-t':e-ty Hill saloon, Fiat offered

The Benune-styled 850 Spyder, I905

a pretty four seat coupe version antl this Benone-styled spons
car on the same floorpan. Front suspension was hy transverse
leaf spring and lower wishhones. the independent rear was
liy coil springs antl semi-trailing anns and the four cylintler
fiiijt't‘ ¿sihltp engine was mountetl hehintl the rear asle line.
Front disc hrakes were standard, top speed was t-lT"t11pl1.r'
1~"i[Il-tnth anti the {I-fithttplt time was iti.2 seconds. In 1908
the engine was enlargetl to l§lU_‘it"t' and perfonnttnce improvetl
to ‘}lntpltr"'ls'i6ktttl1 (U-hfjtttplt in l"i.h seconds).

Fiat also sold tuned versions of the t-Fill saloon antl coupt':
under the Fiat-Aharth lahel after the Aharth taker:-ver.

I‘; I 968-85. Prod: approa; 130,000. Fiat
dropped its 1500 and lftliflfi sports cars in 1906 when it
introduced the 12-'i range of motlels (which livetl on as Ladas,
Folski-Fiats etcl antl it was not until 1%-H that the 2+2 sport
version arrived. All had coil spring antl tlouhle wishhone front
suspension. and a live rear aide on coil springs located by
trailing anns antl a Panhard rotl. Disc hmkes were fitted to
all four wheels and a five-speed gearh-ti:-t was ttsual, ttlthtiugh
a three-speed automatic was optional. Five different engines
were usetl during the model"s life httt all were four-cylinder
units with twin overhead camshafts. F.very car matle had left
hand drive.

The ¿rst version of the tipyder hatl a Qhhhp l-i,’il-it‘c engine
I the tipytier l~"'iU0'I antl this had a top speed of 102mphr"
lf?eikml1ll'l—ft{lmph in 12.0 secontls.l. In 1921 this was replaced
hy a lflsihhp lti0l'i»t't‘ unit which stayetl in production for two
years before heing replaced in turn. for 1925 only. hy an
engine of 1'iEJ2cc and 101-Ililip. This was the first of a new
generation of engines and the foreh-ear ofal] suhsequent units
fitted to the I24 t-ipytler.

The ll-lflfl arrived in l‘}}l'F'='i witlt an engine of 1T*"‘if.‘icc. For
European markets this was rated at llt-ihhp Itop speed
I0?tttphr’lT*'2kntl1. 0-hfltttph in lU."'i seconds I hut for America.
where most cars were sold, it was rated at only €l2hhp. This
engine remained the standard fitting on F.uropean cars but
to keep pace with U5 laws, cars for the Atnerican market
were fitted with a l995ctr unit tspyder 2000} in 1928. when
power dropped to t-iflhhp.

In 1982 the power output of engines in the us models
rose to 1U2hhp. thanks to fuel injection. antl the same year
a 120hhp turbocharged model was also offered. This was a
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conversion developed for Fiat of hiorth America by Legend
lntluslries and was good for lllsitttplt_.t"'lf¿lktltlt {D-G¿tttph in
Elsi seconds). For the American market there was also a short-
lived "v"olu1ne:-t' supercharged version which had sitnilar
output and perfonnance to the turbocharged car.

In lill-iii Fiat withtlrew from the sports car market but the
124 iipytler continued in production huilt hy Fininfarina and
hadged as a Fininfarina car in the satne way that Benone
took over the Fiat ){l_.-"'9. Production finally ceased in 1985.

Between I908 and IF??? Fiat also huilt a four-seat coupe
wlticlt had a longer wheelhase than the Spyder, while its
engines ran in parallel to the open car. It was phased out
after Fiat's stiles in America went into a sharp decline in 1924.

I 24 Alnlrll-I llullyo, I 972-75. Prod: 1013. This was
a 12-"i fipyder It-itltl developetl hy Aharth for rallying antl sold
as an ‘horntiltigation special‘. it had independent rear
suspension, some body panels of aluminium and fihreglass, a
pennanent hartl top and a huilt-in roll cage. Customer cars had
12t-ihhp I these had a I It-iiiipl1»""l'FJ'Ulttiilt top speed} but a few of
the 1925 cars had an even more powerful I6-valve unit.

1:: Aharth lilullye
Dinn Cnupi/Spyllor, I966-1'3. Prod: Àp]JI'ÀJi
7500. Wlien Ferrari announced its Dino road car, Fiat
announced cars with the same engine. This was before Fiat
hought Ferrari and hehind the collahoratitm was Ferrari's
desire to sell the engine in sufficient numhers for it to he
homologated for ttse in Formula 2.

The Coupe and the Spyder had steel bodies on a pressed
steel floorpan. although the Spytler had a shorter wheelbase.
Both hatl Bertone styling. with two doors and 2+2 seating.
Front suspension was hy coil spring and double wishbones
and early cars had a live rear aide suspended on semi-elliptic
springs a ntl locatetl hy radius anns and a Fan hard rod, similar
to the l2—"i Spyder. The l9B?cc tlohc Dino "F6 engine was
front-mounted and delivered its lhtlhhp via a Fiat five-speed
gearboit which was mounted in unit with it. Disc brakes were
¿tted to all four wheels.

Both models receivetl a very favourable reception hut
sales were slow. at least hy Fiat standards. The trouble was
that the motlcl was too espensive and complert for the
humhle hadge it hore, antl the Ferrari 20-fi Dino completely
upstaged it even though it sold in only tiny nunthers. The
2-litre .'-ipyder could reach 12?inph.»""2il_":lonh I'll-Ifilintph in 8.1
seconds} but while these were escellent figures hy most
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Fiat Dino 2000 Coup-6 lohrmil and 1400 Sp-ycler {below}

standards they were disappointing for a car with a Ferrari
engine.

In 1909 the two models were estensively revised although
styling remained unchanged. The Ztiltlcc engine used the
cast iron block from the Fiat 150, power increased to ltitlbhp
and torque was improved by 17 percent. The Fiat five-speed
gearboit was replaced by a ZF unit and the old live rear aide
was replaced hy an independent layout witlt coil springs and
trailing anns. To accommodate the eittra power, wider tyres
and larger hrakes were fitted.

Towards the end of the model's life, cars were built in
Ferrari's works at Mantnello whiclt had hecome pan of the
Fiat empire in 1969.

II/QIII/9 I SQU, I912-I9.Prod:appro:ItTlB0,0'[l0.
The last sports car to he introduced with a Fiat hadge, the
K129 was not the first mass-produced mid—engined sports
car tthat was the ‘Willi’-Ptirscltel but it became easily the most
successful. Benone convinced Fiat of the feasibility of the
concept and also designed the Targa-topped body.

Built around a central pressed steel monocoque, the all-
independent suspension was by MacF'herson stnats and disc
hrakes were ¿tted to all four wheels. Ctn its introduction the
X1.-"9 used the power pack from the Fiat 122-I Rally, a sohc
four-cylinder engine of 1290cc with an integral four-speed
gearhos: which was mountetl transversely. This gave only
?’5hl1p so top speed was only 99tnphr'16llkmh (0—00mph in
12.? seconds} but the same engine was usecl in cars for
markets on both sides of the Atlantic. Handling and
roadholding were both escellent hut the car cried out for
more power.

In 1'0-H0 Fiat installed a 1~i’99cc engine and five-speed
gearboit from the Ititmo.t'.‘_i.'-ttrada. The new engine gave Biilahp
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in ‘Hurnpean ft:-rtn' hut nnl'_',-'(¿'|1hp in Anteriean speeifieatinn
ears tT"':~hltp after 19!-I2 when fuel injeetinn was Fitted). Even
in l~Iurnpean tritn. perfnnrianee was nnt stanling with a tnp
speed nf lite-ntph.»-"1'.7’(il~trnl1 ti]-ntitnplt in 11 seennclsi and
nnanjr entltttsittsts rt.-,arettt_-tl that et.-"en rnnre pnwer was nnt
at'aiiahle heeause the ehassis was t.-'e-|1.' enrnpetent. as snrne
enttt}‘1et it it tn '-.-'ersit_1ns pri: wetl.

Fiat eeasetl prnduetinn nf the X1..-"'9 in 1932. at ahcttit the
sante tinte as it left the At"nerit.'an tnarl-tet altngether, whereupnn
pri. s;l|.tetit_1n was ta l-ten tr-.'t:ft' lw Hen-nne and the ear was hadged
as suelt. Bertnne snl-ti a numher nf ‘speeial editinns‘ hut
L'l"l:.tt‘tgt:s nn these were ei 1-sntetie.

Fiat Harlan: I'll’? I500

q

FAB (D)
This enntpant.-* was ftttttttletl in l*J(t*) tn market Atneriean
Fil1erl'al";i kits in Gertnantz hut the ltzrrtnal links were ltretken
in l‘FJT»'_-t. ln l‘)7‘i the entnpany hegan tn make a jeep-st},-*le
t'eltit."le nf its nwn design. The ttriginttl Anteriean B1-‘.1!-t'tlltIIt
etntpe was taken t.wer ltj-I a British l"it't‘n in 1932.

l L"!- .2
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Fihm¿th G-an'nany's Bonita, I969

FIB! FAB [USA]
Futtntletl in l‘-I-‘(¿t tin ntal-te fihreglass lattdies fnr use nn ‘HE?
Heetle ehassis. the t:t"itttPan}“s ¿rst ear was the Aatee. a ettupe
n-ntahlt: fnr its eheapness and ease nl ennstruetiun. in 1%?
Fiherfah uffered the ‘Vail-:';.'rie GT. a ntid-engine enupe with
a t|.th|.ilar irante. all-intlependent suspensinn. tlise hral-tes. a
i'it'e-speetl ZF tgearhns antl either a Fnrti nr a Chet-'rnlet ‘it-*8
engine. lltepentling nn the engine. a tnp speed nf up In
lHt.itt1ph.-"' Z‘Jt_]l<tnlt was el:.tin':et.l ttit-¿tttttplt was in a elainted 5.9

I965 Fiberlal: Aztec

" ¿hu-lab’: 5U0|:rl'|p
"' *=' Vallcyriu cam: with

’ "‘ ' parachute tilted
U; -. _ ._H_
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' ‘W32 Allan:

‘I96? Fiburlab Jamaican, VB powerecl

seennds} antl a paraehttte fnr atltlititJnal hraiting pnwer was
fitted! Olferetl hetween 1%? antl 1969' at 5l2.5t)t.‘I. it fnund
few takers ta l-tit ttersinn used the Chevrnlet tltnn.-=air engine}.

Later ea nte the H-nnanaa. Bt H1 itn. anti annther Aatee ta Fnrd
GTs'it'J enpyi. all hasetl nn "t-"‘*-It’ running gear althnugh ntin-‘v"+Jt='
engines enuld he speeifie<.l. The '_Iatnaiean" was a frnnt-engined
ear hase-:.l nn an MGA ehassis hut fittetl witlt a 551-litre Buiek
UH engine. [Pg the late 19Ht'ts the entnpany was enneentrating
nn a ‘Àit.-"~haset;l tI‘t1l[Tj»' nf the Pnrsehe 5*':i[1A Speetlster and the
‘Speedster Ca|ifnrnia'. whieh was hasieali}.-' a ettstn+ntisi.:t_l
s-'ersit'1n nif the F't.trsel"|e et:-pf.-'. St:-tttt: -tat‘ Fiherfaltfs hudies were
alsn made ahrnad.

FIBIRSPORT (USA)
A slturt-livetl t 1955'?-'='i} spnrts ear whielt was st tld either
enrnplete nr as a kit. It used a Crnslef,-* ehassis and engine. a
Bl"»’lC fttur-speed gt:arl‘itts and a llihreglass land}-'. A tttp speed
titf lÀ'Otnph.--"'l6ll<tttlt was elait‘net.l. C.rt'1slt:‘y prt:s;'lttetit1n ceased
in 1952 antl the supply uf ettntpttnents st:-tan dried up. st: the
enrnpan}-' ntatle its nwn eitassis.
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FIEIDBAY [GB]
Frnm the late IF}:-ttts a malter nii the ‘1--Ittgntittt 43?. a (Inhra
cnpy.
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Fielclbny Magnum 42?, 1990

FII.lPI 'l'I'I (Cl-ll
Hhnn-livetlt liilfiti-(1?) attempt tn market a twt i~seater ¿hreglass
cnupe using the 1.6-litre air-cnnletl engine.

Prototype Filipinetti t:au|:|-5

FI'l'CI'l [USA]
jnhn Fitch was a 5-iecnntl ‘w't:irltl ‘t‘t=';tr ¿ghter piiut anti nne ct-f
the ¿rst Americans tn maite a name in pnstwar Eurnpean
spnrts car racing—he was signed ht,-* A-1ert'edes-Benz. in 1955
tn drive alnngside the likes nf Fangin antl Ivtnss. He made
twn attempts tn hecnme a spnrts car cnnstructnr. in 1‘~}—'l‘;1 anti
't"~)t‘i(‘.-1. hut hnth attempts failed ltiecause he misjudged the
marltet. In het ween times he mntli¿etl Chevrnlet Ct":-rvairs sn
that tltev went like stinlt anti hatl hantlling tn match.

The ¿rst Fitch was a sensihle attempt tn huild an American
spnrts t'ar hefnre the Brits tnnlt nver the marltet. His hase
was a nttiidified Fiat tltttt chassis with a 2.2-litre Fnrd ‘UH and
clnthetl with a simple hntlv resetnhling the Crnslev Hntshnt.
At 53H"?-U it was lteenlv priced. and cnultl ciut-perinrm an MG
TC, hut it liailetl tn ¿nd ma nv huvers largely-' hecause it lacked
the cachet which the MG had. anti prntluctinn entletl in 1951.

In 1966. and ftilltnving the success nl" his modi¿ed
tInrv.airs. Fitch tried tn mnve up-market with a car pnwered
hy a lT'l}l2tltp tllnrvair engine and a hantlstime htidv stvled lav
t"It1~lti~_|,.-' "'»!'E*'ltit111tire. a cntnmercial artist. liiv I966 the Cnrvair

had attractetl the attentinn nf ltalph 1-’u.tr{;'t~* At’ fH1_]-'.lt;f){’F£+i
Nader. which ailched that car's image. The SilttÀ-D price tag
nfthe Fitch Phnenis did nnt help either sn it never prnceeded
hevcmtl the prntc.~tvpe stage.

FLETCHER (GB)
l"-innnan Fletcher was a hnat huilder whn fnund husiness
quiet at certain times til‘ veal‘ sti he tntr.-lt nver the mtiulds till
the Ogle 5111000 in nrtler tn talte up the slacit. tltistinguished
frnm the Ctgle hv a sharper tail and recessed frnnt headlights
hehind perspes cnvers_ the Fletcher cnuld nnt he said tn
have heen an aesthetic imprnvement cm ()gle's plastic egg.
It was tr.-riginallv prnduced Fnr t'n-mpetititm use. and t:I=t'.-
Ccitiper wnrlts driver _]uhn Hantllev enjcived a lnt nf success
in a Fletcher G1". which prnmpted the cnmpanv tn attempt
tn marltet a rnad-gning versitm. Fletcher received an nrtler
ltir 511 cars frnm fiw-'it:terland hut ltlvltl. tnte tn fnnn. cnultl
nnt. nr wnuld nnt. supplv the cnmpnnents. Thus the tleal
fell thrnugh and the prniect was ahantlnned after fnur hatl
heen made. all in 1%-r.

FI.I IDGE-DARRIII (USA)
This was a fihreglass twn-seat spnrts car ltitidv styled by
Htiw-'artl ‘Dutch Darrin ni' I-{aiser Darrin fame. It was huilt hv
Wtittitlill tqv} nn a nttw chassis in 1%? hut prtmductinn
prnhlems at Wtardill. cnmhinetl witlt ctinsumer resistance tn
the ‘l]'eelt's'tw'n—strt1l~;e engine. meant that nnlv 15 were huilt.

FORD [AUS]
Fcird's Australian ann was fnunded in 1925. initially tn ¿t
lcrcallv matle hndies tn American Fnrd chassis. Until the
19?i1s. mnst mndels derivetl frnm the American parent. then
came snme mt'1-dels nriginated in Eurnpe and snme which
tic-rivetl frnm the Mazda range. In 1990 it annnunced its ¿rst
spnns car. the Tlapri‘. a 2+2 cnnvertihie with styling hv Ghia.

A 1.6-litre fntir-t'vlinder Maacla engine was mnunted
transversely at the frnnt and drnve thrnugh the Frnnt wheels
via a ¿ve-speed gearhnitt. It was availahle with an 82l'.'J+hp fuel
iniected versinn tl'D’:'intpl1f1?0kmh. U-I5~0tnph in 11.5 secnnds)
nr with a lfiribltp turhnt‘hargetl unit t_l21impl1»"199ltmh, (}~
(ititttplt in 8.5 secnnds}. 5-iuspensinn was independent all rnund
hv l'v|at"Plterst:in struts. tlisc hraltes were fitted at the frnnt hut
were availahle as an nptinn nn the rear as well. Tn the
disappnintntent nf tnan},-*. Fnrd decided nnt tn sell the car in
Eurnpe. hut it was marltetetl in America as the Mercury Capri.

FORD (F)
Fnrd‘s French arm esisted hetween 19%? and 1955-ii and was
a hang nver frnm a pre-war licensing deal with a cnmpany
called i'vIatt'nrd. All cars huilt lav the cnmpany had a 63hhp
2.2-litre side-valve Vt-1 engine anti three-speed manual
transmissinn set in an Anterican-style chassis with cnil spring
and dnuhle wishhnne frnnt suspensinn. a live rear asle nn
semi-elliptic springs. hvdraulic hrakes and hvpnid ¿nal drive,
In 195-1 the cnmpany prnduced the tjnmirte. a verv handsnme
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2+2 witlt cnupe nr cnnvenihle hndies huilt hv Facel. Ctn these
cars a fnur-speed Ctrtttl gearhnrt was an nptinn and frnm 1954
ht.tvet's cnuld specifv :.t §.i."~.I'—litre versinn nf the engine lvvhit'h
was related tn the British Fnrd VB and the Mercurv VB}. Simca
act]uiretl the cnmpanv in 1*)’:-it. and the ‘V8 engine was ¿tted
tn the last Talht its after Simca had alsn hnught that cnmpanv.
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3.9-litra Forcl Cantata Manta Carlo. 1954

FORD (GB)
Fnrd's British nperatinn hegan in 1911 in a fnmter tramcar
factnrv in Manchester. The plant assemhled the Mndel T frnm
cnmpnnents sltippetl frnm the titates and bv 191a Fnrd was
the largest ma lter in liurnpe. After the Weir Fnrd‘s pnpularitv
in Britain hegan tn wane largelv hecause nther malters hegan
prnducing cars which were specificallv tailnred tn the market.
Fnrd hegan wnrl-i tn rectifv this and. at the same time. huilt
a large plant in Esses. The ¿rst vehicle was cnmpletetl at the
Dagenham factnrv late in 1951 and the fnllnwing vear
prnduetinn nf the Mntlel Y. a speci¿callv Eurnpean design.
set Fnrd haclt t:.-n its rnad tn success.

Fnrds were snld nn lnw price antl gnnd after-sales service
and thev were tn he pnpular even in the 1950s despite the
fact that the small cars were unecnnnmical and crudelv
engineered. Lintil I959 all small Fnrds still had side valve
engines and threesspeed gearhnses hut hecause the hase
mndels were simple. cheap and plentiful thev hecame
favnurites witlt special huilders and numernus cnmpanies
marketed fihreglass hntlies fnr them. The 11?2 Fnmtula.
which was framed arnund Fnrd cnmpnnents was particularlv
impnrtant tn the infant British tnntnr racing industrv—manv
designers cut their teeth nn 1172 cars.

Fnrds ¿rst mndern small engine. the 99?cc 105E nf 1959.
was tn he funtlamentallv impnrtant tn mntnr racing since
versinns tunetl hv the Àedgling t.'I.nswnrth cnrnpanv helped
Lntus tn dnminate the internatinnal Fnmtula Juninr.

In 1*}{11 the American parent cnmpanv. which had alwavs
heen the majnritv sharehnlder. tnnk cnmplete cnntrnl nf the
British branch.

Until the 1%-[is Fnrd's image was wnnhv hut dull. vet during
that decade it emharltetl nn a prngramme nf mntnr spurt
which successfullv emhraced Fnrmulae 1. 3. and 5 (thrnugh
its tie-up with Cnswnnht. Indvcar racing. spnns car racing
twith the Cnhra and the Fnrd GTAU1. salnnn car racing [the
Anglia. ivlustang and Lntus-tlnninat. and in rallving. The
cnmpanv image was cnmpletelv changed in a verv shnrt time.
 

Despite the fact that Fnrd 1GB} ltas usetl tnntnr spnrt as a
verv effective mariteting tntil. and has made snme verv spnrtv
cars tthe Capri R¿¿ltili. fnr ettample. was a serinus piece nf
kit). it has never marlteted a pt 1-pular spnrts car. On the nt her
hantl. Fnrd ltas nften lent a helping hand tn small specialist
malters and has thus had a prnfnund influence nn spnns cant
as well as the racing scene.

OT!-O, ‘I966-12. Prod: ltt7 (31 road ears). In the
earlv l9{it}s Ft ird tried tn huv Ferrari and when that fell thrnugh
it set nut tn huild a car which cnuld win at Le l'vtans. The
nperatinn was hased in Britain and 1.nla was chnsen tn fill a
mainr rciie as Eric Brnadlev had alreadv essavetl an advanced
mid-engined GT car which usetl a 4.’?-litre Fnrtl ‘v'H. The
partnership was nnt altngether ltappv—tnn manv Detrnit
empire huilders were invnlved anti Lula had tn malte tnn
manv cnmprnmises. Fnr eitample. Brnadlev wanted tn ttse
aluminium fnr the mnnncnttue. Fnrd insistetl nn mild steel.
Brnadlev was right. the men in the ettecutive suits were
wrnng.

Snme writers list the tjT--it) as an American car. hut in fact
the cars were huilt hv Fnrd Advanced ‘v'ehicies. which was
a suhsidiarv nf Fnrd nf Britain (and when a C=TtitJ ditl
eventuallv win at Le Mans the French awarded it the priae
fnr the highest placed British cart. Bevnnd that. credit fnr
the design is tlue tn Eric Brnatllev. fnunder nf Lnla. and an
e:-tpatriate Englishman. Rnv Lunn. One might add that Ericis
first design was fnr the 1111 fnmtula in 19%-?—and is an
ettample nf hnw the building nf Fnrtl specials ltatl a prnfnund
influence nn British mntnr racing.

The GI‘-Àit] was sn nametl hecause it was -ltttin high.
.‘:iuspensinn was independent ali rnuntl. hv cnil springs and
dnuhle wishbnnes. and nn custnmer cars the engine was a
-'11.?-litre VB which was tlrv sumped and gave up tn §90hhp.
whiclt was delivered thrnugh a five-speed ZF gearhn:-t {pre-
prnductinn cars had a fnursspeed ‘hnrti. Ferfnnnance
depended nn the rear asle ratin. and a wnrlts car achieved
mnre than 2[it1mpltr"'.?>22ltt11h at Le Mans. FA'v' huilt It]? GT~'itIis
at Slnugh. 31 heing delivered fnr rnatl use {cars tentletl tn
he cnnvened fnr ntcing. and vice versa. while the GTAIJ
served as the hasis fnr the l'vllt2. which wnn the Le Mans race
fnr Fnrd in 1966. and the later Mirage spnrts-racing car}.

During the 19B{1s the BT41) hecame a pnpular mndel fnr
kit car cnpies and while manv nf these were verv accurate
frnm the nutside n'1nst had space frame chassis and used
Renault transattles which required a higher thv ~'iin) engine
lncatinn and. hence. a higher centre nf gravitv. Amnng the
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esceptinns were Ha¿r and ERA Replica Autnmnhiles. which
used ntnnncnques. antl Mallnck. whn cnmhined a space
frame with a ZF transasie tn achieve the cnrrect height.

mu, ‘I 967-69.. Pro-cl: ‘r. islever -GT--in MR5‘. hut plain
Mk}. just as the related circuit machine was Mk2. The Mk?)
was intended tn he the definitive rnad car. with detuned
fifitiltltp engine. effective silencers. interinr trim and even
luggage space. This car had a central gear shift. which meant
that fnur cnultl he cnrnpleted as left-hand drive cars. Fnrd
pnlicv changes meant that "prnduetinn" ditl nnt even run tn
cnmpleting the first hatch nf Z11.

OTTO, ‘I QTO-Tl. Prod: 4. The nearest that Fnrd has
cnme tn tnaking a pnpular spnrts car. the GTTU was designed
fnr prnduetinn with a steel platfnnn. fihreglass hndv. all
intlependent suspensinn antl a mid-mnunted engine. It was
designed tn take either fnur cvlinder nr ‘v'(:- engines hut had
it gnne intn prnduetinn it wnuld have had the fnur cvlinder
LB-litre Fnrtl Cnswnnh BDA unit. This verv prnmising prniect
was shelvetl when Fnrd hit a stickv patch in the earlv 19?t1s.

F‘-F

Ford GTTD styling prototype

RQZOO, 'I ‘DB5-DO... Prod: 200. Linlike mnst nther¿rnup
B rallv cars. the R5201] was designed tn he a practical rwn-
seat rnad car which cnuld he serviced in anv cnuntrv where
Fnrti had nutlets. Thus items such as dnn-r lncks and glassware
came frnm the Fnrtl pans hin. as a matter nf pnlicv rather than
ettpediencv. It was designed hv Tnnv Snuthgate and had a
mid-mnunted turhncharged 1BU5cc Fnrd Cnswnnh BDT
engine which had heen develnped fnr the still-hnm Escnrt
Rf~it7'tit}T. Pnwer nutputs hegan at Z¿tilihp fnr rnad can-i and
rt use accnrding tn hnw the car was tn he used; hv the end nf
1986. wnrks rallv cars were prnducing -i‘50hhp. Brian Hart
later develnped a 2.1-litre versinn which develnped up tn
{Rf-Ulaltp fnr Rallvcrnss

Central tn the R.":i2f1[.l was a mnnncnque nf steel. Revlar and
carhnn fihre: suspensinn fnllnwed cnnventitmal cnmpetitinn
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practice. heing independent hv cnil springs and dnuhle
wishhones. and drive was tn all fnur wheels via a five-speed
gearbnzt and three viscnus cnuplings. The rnad versinn had a
tnp speed nf 140mpl1r’225knth (D-60mph in (1.0 secnnds) and
huvers cnuld have anv cnlnur thev liked. prnvided it was white.

FORD (USA)
The histnrv nf Fnrd is tnn cnmplicated. and is anvwav tnn
well knnwn. tn call fnr review here. Althnugh Henrv Fnrd
hati made his earlv reputatinn in mntnr spnn and in the 1930s
Fnrd cnupes had heen verv successful in natinnal racing. the
parent cnmpanv was generallv hnstile tn hnth mntnr sport
and cars with spnning aspiratinns. It was snmething nf a
surprise. then. when Fnrd annnunced the Thunderhird in
1955. althnugh it is less nf a surprise when nne recalls that
Chevrnlet had marketed the Cnrvette rwn vears earlier.

The ¿rst Thunderhirds were twn—seaters and were
marketed as Fnrds. Althnugh thev were nnt nut-and-nut
spnns cars. thev cnmfnrtahlv nutsnld the Chevrnlet Cnrvette.
After 1958 the T-hird transmuted intn a separate divisinn nf
Fnrd and the mndel name hecame a marque. At the same
time thev hecame nverweight fnur-seaters which were
‘persnnal' cars with nn spnning pretensinns.

In truth. the Thunderhird’s biggest achievement was the
fact that its presence in the market place meant that Chevrnlet
cnuld nnt drnp the Cnrvette. even thnugh it wanted tn after
the first mndelis pnnr shnwing.

'|'|Illl'll|Ol'D|l'I|.| '| Q55-511 Pro-cl: 53,166. Fnrd's answer
tn the Cnrvette. and the Eurnpean spnrts car invasinn. was
hasicailv a parts hin special which was deliberatelv slvled tn
emphasise its clnse relatinns. The 4.B~litre Mercurv VB wnuld
prnpel it tn 115mpl1r’185ltmh. At $5000 it was verv gnod value
nn a dnllar per mph hasis. It was quick in a straight line but
did nnt like the wigglv hits; in fact its handling was prettv dire.
hut then it snld tn penple whn were mnre interested in pnsing
in a twn-seater than driving nne hard. Bv 195? there were mnre
pnwerful engine nptinns and nne. a 5.1-litre supercharged unit
giving arnund 3.F.'£5hhp. was nffered. and this was gn-nd fnr
125mphf2[itIiltmh (0-60mph in seven secnnds}.

I955 Thundulaircl

FRAZ [USA]
intrnduced in 1951. the Fraaen was a twn seat ¿breglass-
hndied spnrts car hased nn the chassis and running gear nf
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the Raiser Henrv]. Availahle cnmplete. nr as a kit. all esamples
had the Raiser 2.6-litre side-valve straight sis. The Frazen's
perfnrrnance was tnetlincre. its stvling was ndd. its price was
tnn high. and verv few were huilt althnugh it was still listed
in 1962. lnng after Raiser had disappeared.

g_ I. |-ties)
Like manv small spnns car cnmpanies. the histnrv nf Frazer
Nash was marked hv crises. Fnunded in 1924 hv Archie Frazer
Nash. it nnlv gained stahilitv after it was taken nver hv H._I.
Aldingtnn in 1926 when the parent finn hecame AFN Ltd.
Althnugh thev were huilt in tinv nunthers. and were rather
crude. Frazer Nashes gained an enviable cnmpetitinn
reputatinn. At the end nf 1954 AFN hegan tn impon BMWs
which were marketed as Frazer Nttsh-BM‘tt»’s.

After the War. this cnnnectinn led tn the B1-=Wi=' 523 engine
hecnming the hasis nf the Bristnl unit (AFN was nriginallv a
partner in the Bristnl prnject 1. and tn Aldingtnn springing snme
Biv1'tiv' engineers frnm prisnn in tjennanv. AFN made a small
numh-er nf spnrts cars until 195? when it cuncentrated nn the
itttpnrtatinn nf Fnnsche cars and thnse few cars are nnw highlv
prized tand snmetimes fakedt. Pnrsche tLT1{1 tnnk nver AFN
when jnhn Aldingtnn. H._I.'s snn. retired in 1986.

Hhnuld Frazer Nash he hvphenated? The marque name
shnuld never have a hvphen. hut when dealing with the
fnunder the answer is slightlv mnre cnmplicated. He was
hnm in It-199 and was named Archihald Gnndman Frazer
Nash tnnt a hvphen in sight] hut nn 11th March 1958 he
changed his name hv deed pnll and hecame Frazer-Nash.
That is whv the reference tn the fnunder in the first paragraph
has nn hvphen hecause in 19}-"i he had nn hvphen.

lllgh I / lo Mun: loplltttl / I-0 Hans Mkll,
‘ID O P/IPSO-I2/IOSI-53.. Pro-cl: 4f25fB.
The hasis nf mnst pnstwar Frazer Nash cars was a tuned
Bristnl engine and gearhnit in a twin-tuhe chassis with
independent frnnt suspensinn hv transverse leafand dnuhle
wishhnnes and a live rear asle suspended nn tnrsinn hars.
AFN first made twn nne-nffs with envelnping hndvwnrk until
it made the stark. hut verv prettv ‘High Speed‘ (aka
‘tI.nmpetitinn'1. After finishing third at Le Mans in 19si9. the
mndel was renamed the Le Mans Replica. These cars
tlnminated their class nn British circuits and nne even wnn
the 1951 Targa Flnrin. The Le Mans Mkll had a new chassis
frame (called the Edi) series] which retained the estahlished
laynut hut was ahnut ltlltlilh lighter.

/==t-»_~

lnHan:Ropl'|aaanIl'n1953A|pinaltoIy

Three single seaters were huilt using the 200 series frame.
thev were nnt verv successful and twn nf them were later
cnnverted tn Le Mans stvle spnns cars. which was cnmtnnn
practice at the time tmanv single seaters were made intn
spnrts cars tn prnlnng their cnmpetitinn life). Unfnrtunatelv.
hecause the Le Mans Replica is bnth simple and desirahle.
a fair numher nf fakes have heen made.

tubrlalar, I 950. Prod: 1. Fritz Fiedler. a fnrnter amr
engineer whn hecame the mainstay nf Frazer Nash. was
allnwed tn huild a fnur seater ‘dream car’ nn a lengthened
Le Mans Replica chassis. Befnre the War. BMW had huilt snme
cars with verv advanced aerodvnamics. and lurking under
the chrnme and bulbous vulgaritv nf the Cahrinlet were snme
nf the ideas seen then. It was snld tn a maker nf liquorice
allsnns. which is apprnpriate.

'l'hcane—oflFra:iarl\l-asl1Cobri-alut

Fllil ‘I 949/ ‘I ‘RIO-I2. Prod:
21'11.. The specificatinn nf all postwar Frazer Nashes differed
accnrdtng tn the huvers wishes hut this mndel was basicallv a

FrozurHasl'|Mi§MiÀio

Le Mans Replica ¿tted with an envelnping bndv and a less fierce
engine. Althnugh it was primarilv intended fnr rnad use. it
acquired the name ‘Mille Miglizf after the prntcitvpe competed
in the 1949 event. Althnugh Frazer Nash cnvered itselfwith glntv
nn the circuits its attempts tn huild rnad ears never tnnk nff.
largelv hecause nf price.

Tlijll FIIIFIG, ‘I D52-SI... Prod: 13. The replacement fnr
the Mille Miglia was named the Targa Flnrin in hnnnur nf the
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marque‘s v'ictt.irv in 1951. anti it used the 201] series chassis
nf the Le Mans Mlttl. Like the Mille Miglia. it was intended
fnr rnad use anti hatl a fair degree nf luzurv. Twn basic
rnntlels were nffered. the Gran E-ipnn with 12‘?-bhp. and the
Turismn with Iflflliltp. Unlike previnus tnnclels. mnst Targa
Flnrins had hnlt~nn wheels in place nf the BM‘w'-stvle discs
with knnck-nff huhs. hut snme custnmers had wires and
snme had Le Mans Mkii hndies.

|'llllII
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Frazer Hash Targa Florio

I-I Àlllll CbIl|l§, I Q53-SO. Prod: 9. The first clnsed
car Frazer Nash ever nffereti as a production mndel. the
cnupti was nriginallv built fnr Le Mans and it nhliged hv
taking the 2-litre class in 1955. In essence it was a Targa
Flnrin with a hard tnp antl slightiv mntlified frnntal treatment.
hut it was nne of the smnnthest lnnking cars nf its (lav. Late
cars had adjustable rear tnrsinn hars.

-¥'.t".-tr‘-t'=
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Mans. I954

5-O|II"Illg, '| Q5-n Prod: 3. A dual-purpnse car fnr the rnad
nr track. with up tn 1="+tJhltp frnm the ageing Bristnl engine;
and named hecause a ‘Nash wnn the 1952 Behring 12 Hnur
race. AFN had cluh racing in mind hut nne ran at Le Mans in
195$. One nf the twn cars had a de Dinn rear artle and ‘Dickie’
Stnnp eninved snme success with it in British racing hut an
AC Ace-Bristnl in the right hands usuallv had the legs nf it.

19.54 Fraztar Hash Sabring

Canllnillllll G1‘, 1 956-57. Prod: 2. AFN‘s histnrv
is tvpi¿ed hv this car. The chassis was the fnrgiving ‘Z0-ti‘
series frame. the engine was BM‘1ti‘s f5168cc Vii. while the
rnnf and dnnrs came frnm Pnrsche. It was a verv prettv car.
bursting with pedigree but. alas. tnn eitpensive. In Britain it
cnst £5751 and. fnr that. vnu cnuld huv a cnuntrv cnttage. A
"Continental" was shnwn at the 1958 Lnndnn Mntnr Shnw
and. with the Behring. was a ‘prnduetinn’ model fnr snme
vears after. AFN made its last car in I95? but. like a bespoke
tailnr. it wnuld have run up a car had a custnnter sn desired.
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rt» vs Conlinan1IalGT.. rest»
FRIC (USA)
In 1955 Ettll Friclt made the "stuclillae which entailed ¿tting a
Cadillac engine in a Eitudehaker hardtnp. the result heing a
car with a 12fimpl‘u"20t1ltrnh tnp speed which wnuld spring tn
60mph in 8.5 sect rnds. Encnuraged. he attempted tn hecnme
a manufacturer in 1955. He designed a bnrt channel chas.sis
with cnil spring and dnuhle wishbone frnnt suspensinn and
a live rear attle sprung hv semi-elliptic leaf springs. Running
gear was Cadillac and the Ferrarislike hodv was hv Vignale.
Frnductinn figures are unknnwn but it is likelv that nnlv the
prntnrvpe was made.

Tho Vignolo-$l'ylor:|
I955 Frick

|= non: (es)
Introduced in 1986. the Frngeve was designetl tn allnw nwners
nf rntting ‘Frngeve iiprites tn recnn.stitute their cars withnut
having tn wnrrv abuut tin wnmi. The ‘restnratinn assemb|v'
cnnsisted nf an accurate and high—qualitv ¿breglass bodv. a
¿breglass central mnnncn-que and a tubular backbnne.
Genffrev Healev. snn of the nriginal designer. was sn impressed
with the product that he became a cnnsultant tn it and a tum
kev versinn was nffered. This had a 6-ililrp 1275cc *A‘ series
engine. frnnt disc brakes. and a revised rear suspensinn lavnut
hv trailing arms spnrng hv rubber in tnrsinn. The result was a
car which cnmfnnahlv nut-performed the nriginal. being good
fnr 9?-niphfltifikrnit fi]—tit1mph in twelve secnnds).
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OALY (F)
This was a tinv ct iu pe with a cht rice of a 1?‘?-cc nr 2Bl1ct' rear-
tnnuntetl engine. A ltantlful were huilt hetween I9"'e'1 and 1957.

RD R DOUGLAS (GB)
The G1) was a late-19%-ills Ct ihra 42.? ct ipv usingjaguar suspen.sinn
units nn a tuhular hackhnne chassis with a semi-mnnncnque
hodv antl the usual engine nptit ins te.g. _laguar V12. Ft rrd ‘viii etc 1.

Gardner Douglas GU42? (above) and chassis (below)

-I1

OATSBY COACIIIYIORKS (U§À
A l9BCls maker nf 'nnsta]gia' cars. that is 'tnrditinnal' hudies

Gatsby Griffin. rose

mated tn mndern iusuallv Fnrd) ch.assis with vs engines and
rnntlem refinements. Nnne nf the fimi's mntlels was a direct
cnpv hut the 't_iriffin' recalletl a late l9.f1L1s Alfa Rnnten. the
"Cabriolet" seemed inspired hv the Mercetles- Benz :11-'lf1l{. and
Sf] (111.

‘ISO (l\ll)
Built in tinv numhers hetween tats and 19"iti Irv Maurice
Gatsnnides. a tnp-line rallv driver. the Gatsn lnr Gatfnrdl
was an astnnishing 2+1 cnupe hasetl nn Fnrd cnntpnnents.
it had a strange 'aerndvnamic' htitlv made nf liuralium and
was h|.rilt nn aircraft fuselage principles. with three headlights
antl a perspert huhhle cannpv. Lisuallv a 12t'ihhp 5.9-litre side
valve Mercurv VB engine was fitted hut a liitihhp nhv versinn
was an nptinn ttnp speed with this was 112rnplrr1t~itikmh).
There was nverdrive nn all three gears.
.r...1ri_-Ii" A * III:-.._

Goiso roo:lshr—strange but trua

O YLORD (USA)
The Gavlnrd hrnthers were car enthusiasts whn tlreanted nf
creating their nwn spnrts car antl. since their father had
invented the bnhbv pin hair grip. thev had nn reasnn tn think
small. with stvling hv Brnnlss titevens nf Ertcalibur tqvl and
a chassis designed hvjim tfiavlnrd. the car had everv amenitv.
including a hard tnp which. at the push nf a huttnn. wnuld
fnld itself intn the hnnt. It alsn had a useful perfnmtance.

First seen in 1955. the Gladiator had a tuhular frame made
frnm chrnme mnlvbdenum steel with cnil spring and wishhnne
frnnt suspensinn and a live rear asle. The prntnlvpe had a
5.4-litre 51]-Ctbhp Chrvsler ‘~28 engine hut the nther three chassis
[nne was never hndiedl hatl Cadillac ‘FR units nf up tn 3""-Ribbp.
Regardless nf engine. tlrive was thrnugh a Hvtlra-Matic
gearhnrt mntlified tn change up nnlv at peak revs. unless the
driver shiftetl the stick manuallv. At statute it was nn
lightweight hut it cnuld reach 12tirttpl'u’19;ik|rrh and accelerate

‘I_h-

it-ss Gaylord Glarliarar



tn sirttv in under ten secnnds. Handling was said tn he good.
although that was hv American standards. At $1?.5t)11. a
custnmer hatl everv right tn ertpect perfection andjim Gavlord
agreed; the qualitv of the ¿rst cars led tn disputes with the
Oemtan cnachhuilders. there were recriminations and counter-
claims. and the prnject was dead liv 195?.

GD RACING (GB)
Frnm the mid-19Rt1s this companv made a Larrrhorghini
Cotrntach copv which was marketed as the ‘GB 5005‘. Like
most of its ilk. it trsed a space frame chassis and the list of
enginetgerrrlitrz options was erctensive. Tn set it apart. GB
advertised ‘litrenig-stvle‘ li.e. customised} panels.

GD see oattntsza notrca.-ts

9.5 (G51
The name under which the Oravetti GEAZ? tqvl was revived
hv an investment companv after Crravetti folded in 198?. This
was a shon-lived anta ngernent and the companv re-ernerged
as CK.

0 l.l.A (D)
A custorniser and modifier of cars which most enthusiasts
would prefer in the state thev left the factorv. Atttong other
offerings have heen a customised Ferrari Testarnssa. a two
seat Porsche 92B cnnvertihle. and varinus versions of the
Porsche 911 range.

_-
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Tha mop Gomlsolla AvlilltlrlÀltÀ, was

GE I ll (GB)
Matle hv the Trevor Cook Motor Companv from 1990. the
Gemini was a Lotus Elan lnnkalike (hut with feted headlights)
which used ‘v'au:-thall Chevette running gear in a ladder chassis.

GE IE (GB)
198f1s Fnrd Cnnina—sourced kit car with 195-Os stvling.

TRY see RMB. sP tvtornrts

<3; F ca

GEO (USA)
The marque name under which General Motors hegan tn
sell its smalljapanese-American cars in 199-U. The Gen ‘Storm’
was a 2+2 coupe which used various versinns of the same
Isuzu engine as pnwered the Lotrrs Elan; with the 122'ibhp
dnhc 1.6-litre engine a top speed of 12jrnplrf19-Bknrlr was
claimed {(1-t3{)rnplt in nine seconds]. It was first shown in
1990. ahead of production in 1991.

GEORGES I 'I' (F)
Founded in 1921. this companv specialised in spnning cars
which were often technicallv advanced. 1t came close to
collapse in 1955 but hnunccd hack with a rakish front wheel
drive spnns car which used the 11(l'flcc Ruhv engine. Until the
War it was made at the rate of about ten a week. During
hostilities new designs were fnmtulated and afterwards the
companv seemed readv to go into production with two
advanced cars. Both had integral cnnstntctinn. all-independent
suspension. hodies made from magnesium allov. and 11l}[lcc
Àat—four engines. One had front wheel drive. the other rear
wheel drive (and a dnhc version of the engine} but neither
saw production and the fimr folded in 19-AB.
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GE'l'I'Y DESIGN (USA)
Late 1980s maker ofthe “v'i.sion‘. which was a Porsche 91 1 hacked
ahnut so that it ¿nished up looking like a cahrinlet version of
the Porsche 959. a car which Porsche clrnse not to make.

GF see otraasz

GFG (D)
Since 1984 CFO has made the ‘F.lisar'. a high-qualitv
evocation of the Mercedes-Benz ‘$41151 using Mercedes-Benz
running gear.
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GFG Elisar, 1936
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GIIIIA (I)
The lirmous Italian coachmaker hatl hecnme known in
America through the Dual-Ghia range. which was a
cnllahnratinn hetween Ghia. Chrvsler and Dual Motors. a
Detroit trucking firm- These ctrrs solti rnainlv to showbiz
personalities and loopies. in March 19t'r=r Rrrrrrf fl Trrtcile
featured on its cover a Ghia-htrdietl Fiat 25GB anti Ben
tiuga mran of l.r rs Angeles fnund true love. Huga mtan managed
to interest Ghia and Chrvsier in his passion antl this led to
the Ghia ~"i’rti..--‘RH. which was a Plvmouth Barracuda t 25"5lili p.
-i.=t—|itre ‘v-“B. etci in evening dress. The trouhle was that the
Flvmouth was a Sfiflllli car anti the Ghia version was nffereti
at 5 l2.t'.it'it'J and there was little hetween them apart from the
frock. Fro. handsome as it was. the Ghia -'i’it).r"H5 did not take
America hv storm.

Tho I965 Ghia 450.55

G I l(|)
Attilio Giannini‘s companv was founder.l in 19211 Most of it.s
work was engine tuning. panicularlv of Fiat units. including
dnhc conversions. After the tiecond Wtrrld ‘War Giannini went
into pannership with Bernardo Taraschi and fnnned Giaur
tqv) but hv the second half ofthe 1950s was hack on his own.

In l9fr5 Giannini formed a new eponvmous companv and
hegan to market tuned and customised Fiats. just like
Ahanh—among the finn's initial range was an B"ii1cc coupe
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I957’ Fiat Giannini caupé
in - ' '1 -rt ".- r ' "-'
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Gionnini I000 Grand
Prix coups. 1969

haseti on Fiat frtiti components. In I9t'¿ this was replaced hv
another coupe hasetl on Fiat i-Frtt components. with the
engine enlarged to 9?,~[it't*. In 19o9 Giannini fitted its 99=it't'
engine to the Francis Lnmhartli t-Gil Granti Fris taka OTA.“-i
Granti Pt‘lI\t_l anti snlti it as the Giannini ltitltl Grand F'rirt.
OTAE-i also rrsetl Giannini engines in cars it sold untier its
own hanner.

i9?2 saw the ‘ii-iritr‘. an otiti looking (¿Ut‘t" twn-scat spnns
car hased on Fiat "E1111 parts. It tlitl not find favotrr in the
market place anti so-on afterwards Giannini once again
concentrated on rnodifving Fiat saloons.

GI UR (I)
Giaur was a cnllahnratinn hetween Attilio Giannini. an engine
tuner wlttr also rnatic cars under his own name tsee previous
entrvl. and Bemardo Taraschi who had taken over
production trfa maker of racing cars called 1iraniatGlAnnini
and 1.iRania gave Giaurt. Most of the cornpanv's cars were
single seaters witlt small capacitv engines hut Giaur also
matle some hasic tcvcle-winged} sports cars which were
road-legal although primarilv intended for the race track.
Thev were tvpicallv Italian in that the chassis was a simple.
rugged. ladtler frame anti suspension was motlifietl Fiat. with
mnst of the attention devoted to the engine. Giannini
produced sohc anti tlohc versions ofthe Fiat Topolino engine
and Giatir also solti Crnslev—engined cars in the USA. where
thev were hlown off hv Iocailv rttade Croslcv specials which
had more advanced chassis anti aerotlvnarrtics rind which
were Ironetl ttr the tracks on whiclt thev raceti.

“Ur...
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‘ = I953 Giaur with T50
Crosby angina
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750r:c dohc Giaur in I954. A tinv oar

Giaur made no impact hcvond a few domestic successes
and it seems to have faded during 1955. A Giaur design was
revived as the Taraschi Formula junior car in 19‘rB and. in
the first two vears of the fomrula. it was second nnlv to
Stanguellini tqv) in terms of race wins.



GILB [GB]
Gilhem was nne nf the verv few car makers hased in Witles
and nne cif the Few hased anvwhere tn graduate frnm making
kit cars tn turn key vehicles. The name derived frnm the
fnunders, GILes Smith and HE,Rl“~Iartl Friese, whn was a
Gennan, Frnm mndest heginnings, the enmpanv grew
steaclilv, and as it espanded had tn seek capital frnm eutside
until, in 19{it-i, it was taken ever lav At,'e Hnldings Ltd, alsn
hased in Wales. This cnmpanv was then Britain's largest
maker nf slnt machines and its ewner wanted tn he assnciated
with a lncallv made spnrts car, ‘When the cnmpanv changed
hands, Giles Smith left.

Friese left in 1969 when Ace Hnldings hecame part nf the
Mecca grnup, a leisure cnmpany which, amnng nther things,
ran dance halls and nrganised the Miss ‘Wtirld cnmpetitinn.
Mecca inherited rather than snught a specialist car maker,
which was essentially a detail in the ledgers and had tn pull
its weight tn he justified tn the share hnlders,

The maitiritv nf Gilherns were supplied in cnmpnnent
ferm (i.e, a partlv assemhlecl kit requiring the ewner tn
undertake nnlv as much wnrk as wnulcl escape purchase
ta:-ti hut the cnming nf VAT in 1975 altered the pnsitinn.
Gilbern might have survived had it still heen in the hands
nf enthusiasts but when difficult times arrived the parent
enmpanv was nut interested in seeing it thrnugh. Gilhem
went intn receivership in Septemher 19?5 and, despite effnrts
tn save it, snnn espired.

GT, ‘I F59-‘T’. P1-ed: apprnlr. 530. A handsnme and
practical 2+2 which was supplied with Gnventry Glimai-t rwa,
BMC Series ‘A’ (91-i8-cc, with the nptinn ef a supercharger] nr
Series 13‘ ( 1558-179-Scci engines, These were fitted in a multi-
tuhular Frame which used Austin A55 frnnt suspensien and
a BMC live as-,le sprung en cnils, There was nnthing startling
ahnut the style er specificatinn hut Gilhern‘s secret was tn
achieve a higher than average standard ef ¿nish, and satis¿ed
nwners spread the grind news.
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Gil:-ern et, W59
“OHIO; '| Q¿¿-‘Q.i apprcss: 2111]. The Genie had a
beefed-up GT cha-tsis, with MGB frnnt suspensinn and rear asle,
and Frnnt hrakes, tn take the 2, 5- and 5.0-litre Fnrd ‘U6 engines,
The bndv was cnmpletely new, with sharp lines and mnre
glassware, and was inspired hv the Alfa Rnmen Giulia Splint GT,
With the 3-litre engine, the Genie wnuld carry fnur adults tn
1l’i|nph,»"1i-I‘ikn1l1 hut uneven rnad surfaces wnuld reveal lnnse
dental Fillings and the rnad hnlding was nnne tnn special,

GINETT-A

E5 in
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‘I963 Gillncrn Genie

llnrllcllr, I 969-14. Prod: app:-ea 600, The Invader
was an updated Genie which retained the hread hedv and
chassis lavnut hut hatl much imprnved trim and suspensinn,
As hefere, there was a misture nf Fnrd and HMC cnmpnnents
and eptiens included everdrive and autnmatic transtnissinn.
It was updated in detail as the Ml-tII in l9T="1, when a sperting
estate car versinn was nffered. The ivlklll shnwn at the 19?2
Lnndnn Meter Shnw had a revised hes sectinn frame, Fnrd
Cnrtina frnnt suspensinn and a Ferd (Taunus} hack asle, and
a I=’iCll":-hp Ferd Vt).

G-ilhom Invader

GI. E'l'l' K55)
Hundreds elf small censtructers have ceme and gene since
195? sn Ginetta's survival is unusual; that it remained selvent
and was run |:iv its fnunders until thev retired in 1989 is
remarltahle. On tep ef that Ginetta stvling has invariably
been distinctive anti attractive.

In the 19535 the Walklett hrnthers, Hnh, Dnuglas, Ivnr and
Trevnr, ran an agricultural engineering business in
Wtsidhridge, Sttfftilk. Thev were all meter spert enthusiasts
and Iver huilt a special hased nn a ‘Wnlselev Hnrnet which,
in retrnspect, became knewn as the Ginetta G 1. The hrnthers
effered their first car, the G2, as a kit in 195? and hay 19512
the cempany had grewn suflicientlv Iinr the hrnthers tn
ahandnn their agricultural engineering husiness and te meve
tn new premises in Witham, I-lsses,

The talents nf the fnur men t"nmplen1c*ntt*d each nther
perfectlv: lvnr designed the cars, Trever stvled them, Bnh



 A _ _ _

administered the cnmpany and Dnuglas ran the wnrks.
Ginetta mnved away frnm kit cars tn almnst fully assemhled
cars in the 196{is, and alsn huilt snme eut and eut racers.
The cnmpany meved tn larger premises in IEFE but returned
tn its nld hase after ‘v'AT was intrnduced. After that, the
cnmpany became quite difficult tn pin dnwn: it made very
few cars and all were fully assemhled, yet unlike mnst small
spnrts car makers Ginetta did nnt gn bankrupt!

The cnmpany went thrnugh hard times in the 1'5l7'Ds but
was helped hy twn things: it was unusually self-sufficient
and hy the time the market cnntracted it had snld sn many
cars that it was ahle tn survive nn spares and rehuild husiness,
When kit cars enjeyed a revival in 1980, Ginetta entered the
market with such success that by the late 1980s it had a new
tum key car, the G52, en the stncks.

In 1989 the Walklett hrnthers were ready fnr retirement
and snld their cnmpany, althnugh Iver stayed en as a
cnnsultant fnr an agreed perind, The new cnmpany had
sufficient ¿nancial muscle tn submit its cars fnr Type
Apprnval sn that they cnuld he seld fully assemhled, and
they were alsn marketed prnperly. One thing which the new
nwners did nnt huy was the secret nf the name-nnly
members nf the Walklett family knew why Ginetta was
chnsen and they are nnt telling.

Since there dnes esist snme cnnfusinn nver Ginetta type
numhers, the “missing” numhers appear in italics hetween
the main mndel entries.

C; I-1:er ttierlkletr k it?-’tu'selt{i' Hnrrret Spet'ird,

$2, I Q51-‘U. Fred: apprnia: ltlÀ, This was nne nf the
mnre sensihle Fnrd-hased kits—it gave a reasnnably cempetent
mechanic a chance tn huild a spens car in the Lntus Si:-t idinm
fnr ahnut .£-250 t the hasic kit cnst S-156), It was anneunced after
Si;-t prnduetinn had ceased and befnre the Lntus Seven was
anneunced and had a space frame chassis tn which aluminium
panels were attached, making fnr a rigid stmcture. Them was
a split asle i.f.s. cnnversinn and the remnte gear change was
mt iuntnd nn the dashheard.

j-
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Ginellu G2,. I95?

Q3, IPGU-‘I. Prev-d.'~—. _|ust as the G2 had heen a
remarkahly well—cnnceived kit sn the G5 had a well-cnnceived
bndy. The chassis was very similar tn that nf the G2 but the
hndy came cnmplete, Items such as wheel arches and the hnnt
were huilt in, the dnnrs fitted, there was a prnp-er scuttle and
the standard nf ¿nish was high, hut the car was nnt everyhndy's
favtiurite shape. The hndy was alsn snld separately,

G4/G5/G6/G7 ‘I 96 ‘I -69, ‘I 98 ‘I -prllllll.
Prod: nver 500. The car which put Ginetta en the map was
first seen at the 1961 Racing Car Shnw in Lnndnn. It was nne
nf thnse cnncepts which are nlirvinusly right. An attractive
fibreglass hndy with rear wings like the Lntus Eleven cnvered
a space frame {the scuttle was hnnded tn the frame}, there
was cnil spring and dnuhle wishhnne frnnt suspensinn, a
live rear asle lecated hy trailing anns anti an A I:-racket, and
a 997"cc Fnrd IOSE engine, Befnre lnng a cnmplete kit was
effered fnr ,£-11199, which was al'ie.-ut the same as a Mini,
althnugh that was a fully assemhled car and attracted
purchase tas,

The Series II t llÀfijl had carpets and revised rear hndywnrk
which added Sin tn the nverall length anti imprnved luggage
capacity, A BMC rear asle replaced the Fnrd unit, nffering a
wider variety nf ratins and saving atilh, Amnng nptinns were
frent disc hrakes and a hard tnp.

The net (R fnr 'racing'l ef 1'1J{i~"i had disc hrakes nn all
fnur wheels, a lighter ht idy, and independent rear suspensinn
hy cnil springs and dnuhle wishhnnes, The latter hecame a
regular nptinn fnr rnad cars.
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The [Fr If time i was a ti-"it fitted witlt the lei"-JH cc Fnrd Cnrtina
engine. This caused cnnfusinn sn the designatinn was snnn
drnpped and the medel hecame knewn as the G4 ISIS],

The G4 Series III t 19615} was a ratinnalisatinn nf the design.
There was a new square-tuhe space frame, which was stiffer
yet easier tn make, and Triumph Herald frnnt wishhnnes
were ttsed, The windscreen was mnre sharply raked, there
was a new frent humper treatment and pep-up headlights.

The Gti was a nin nf three Series I Gris mnr,lified tn accept
DEW engines at the request nf a German custtmier.

The G? was a prntntype fitted with a Hillman transasle,
huilt tn esplnre the effects nf different weight distrihutinn,
particularly with hill climhing in mind.

In 1931 the G=i was revived in Series I‘v' fnrnt, with the
design revised tn accept cnntetT|pt'irary Fnrd cnmpnnents:
 



the 1fiUdt*c I-tent engine was standard hut 15(}t]cc and 2-litre
Fnrd engines were nptinns. It was actually Sin lnnger and
2in wider than the Series Ill cars, and this made fnr a rnnmier
cnckpit. That was impnrtant since the car was effered as
current mndel and nut as a nestalgia vehicle nr as a classic
revival. Ginetta develnped this intn the G2? hut the pest-
19S9 management revived the G51 Series II as a "rel".-em classic‘
primarily fnr the _Iapanese market.

Gtktnt ttrt,rttctftrsgtitt F3 cer tettb ttftbregftte rite:-tncnt_trte.

G9—e pmjectert 1'~'2terstntr nfthe Gt-i‘,

G '| U, ‘I Q55. Prod: 6. This car was intended tn cash in nn
the idea nf mating an English chassis and an American engine,
It had a multi-tubular frame hnnded tn a fihreglass hndy which
lnnked like an enlarged MGB rnadster with a smnnther frnntal
treatment, IIMGB dnnrs were used and prnprietary dnnrs dn
have a hahit nf impnsing their persnnality nn a whnle car.)
Suspensinn was independent all rnund hy cnil springs and
tlnuble wishhnnes, there were disc brakes en all fnur wheels,
and pnwer came frntn a -=i.T='-litre Fnrd ‘v’-S engine which
delivered its 27’iihhp via a Fnrd fnur-speed gearhn:-t.
15U:i1plir"24dknih was claimed and nnhndy dnuhted it.

It was a prnmising car fnr SGCA racing and wnrks driver
Ghris Meek had nn difficulty in heating cars such as the AC
Gnhra in I?-ritain, American nrders were placed hut since it had
nnt been hnmnlngated in SCCA racing it had tn face Mctarens
and Lnlas—and that it cnuld nnt dn. American interest stepped
there and then, nrders were ca neelled, and prnduetinn
remained at fnur fastback cnupes and twn npen cars,

G1 '| , I 966. Prn-cl: 12. The G 10 was re-engineered fnr the
hntne market hut with the MGB engine, gearhnzt and rear asle,
which was suspended nn cnil springs and lecated hy radius
am‘1s and an A-hracket. Great things were predicted fnr the
G11 but BMG fnund mainr prnhlems in prnviding dnnrs. After
a lnng delay 12 ftf¿ hettd dnnrs arrived, With a supply line like
that surrender is the nnly cnurse and the mndel was drnpped.

G't.£:'——t*srttttttrt:'i[v rt rrrtrf-ettgtrttrtt G4, rt I966-S sports-rectrrg
GT car tt.*t:.'tr:b rt-‘es srrccess¿trt trr rrtctrrg et tr rttrttnrtet tettet.
Snrrie cers were cer-teertett¿ir rettd ttse, rtgrttrrst the rtctetce ef
ff1[’_fIlCftJt:l', It re-trrrttrrtet prnrtrtcttnrt trt 1990 es tr 'r'et..tteert
ctttsstc ' prtrrtertty trtttvttted'ferjeper"t.

G't_':i—ttnt ttsertfnrsttpersttttntts rerrsnrrs.

Gt-#tt-rteirrtert tts rt reptttcerrteitt fnr the G4, best-'a' UH’ rt
tttbtttttr tJrtt'ta.irer-re ct:etsst.s,- it ttets nnt cnerpteted,

G1 5, '| 953-74. Peed: nver B00. In temis nf vnlume,
this was Ginetta*s tnnst successful car, due in nn small measure
tn the fact that it cnuld he snld in partly assemhled fnrm nn
the hnme market. intrnduced at the 196'? Lnndnn Mntnr Shnw,
the hedy nf the G15 was huilt as a semi—menncnque bolted
tn a square tube ladder fratne. Frnnt suspensinn was frnm
the Triumph Herald while the engine, transarde and
trailing arm independent rear suspensinn were frnm the
"5‘_5hl'ip Hillman Imp Spnrt, Tnp speed was 95mpht155kmh

GINETTA

til-fitlniplt in 12.9 secnnds].
Few cars had heen made when a Series II versinn was

intrnduced, This had cnsmetic imprevements, and the radiater
was mnunted at the frnnt lithe car was nnt intended fnr
cnmpetitinn hut it was snnn heing raced, and en-nling was hetter
with a frnnt radiatnr}, The Series III nf I921 had minnr
imprevements in trim and cnmfnn and frnm April 1st 1973 Ifwhen
VAT was imposed 1 all G 15s were snld hilly assemhled. The main
identity feature was Cnsmic Mk2 alley wheels with radial tyres.

Ginetta G15, I973

G't6'—i::t betferi-ttp npen GL2 ft E1615‘-69), destgrtett tn take
ertgtrresfrnrir ,2 .ittre,r.

Gt 7-—tt Frmrtttttt 4 strtgte sertter.

G It-i—e Ferrrtttttr Fnrd I600 ttet-efnprrterrt nfthe G1 7.

Gt9—tr Fnrrrttdrr 3 ct-:tr', stttrted httt ehrtrtdnrrert.

G,.?tI'—thts destgrtettnrr tees gteeir tn ttt-tn prcyects atbtcb were
pterrrrert tart rret rrrede.- tr I-etrrttttrt I crtr tt-thtcb tt-'EJttt'tIf bet-te
ased’ the HEM W2, ttttr! rt ¿trtber cteeetnpnrerrt nf the G12
a-which arts te are rt 3-titre Fnrd L-"'6 eirgtrre,

621 , '| QTU-TI. Prnd: apprclllt 150. Lnnking net unlike
a hig hrnther fnr the G1 S, the G21 series was a secnnd attempt
tn hreak intn the middle grnund nf the spurts car market,
withnut relying nn BMG fnr the supply nf vital pans. The
chassis was a tuhular steel structure with pressed steel
backbnne centre sectinn, while there was the usual ceil spring
and wishhnne frnnt suspensinn and a separate suhframe

Ginellu G21
 



GINETTA

carried the rear suspensinn and ¿nal drive, As first shnwn, the
G21 was available with a Fnrd ‘v'(i (i.r.s, with fised length drive
shafts acting as the upper lateral element} nr a fnur—cylinder
Fnrd engine {live rear asle lecated by twin rear trailing annsi.

It was lirst shnwn in 1920 hut did nnt gn intn prnduetinn
until 1922, The ce-ncept was engineered tn use Fnrd
cnmpnnents, hut mnst nf the iine had the 1T"25cc Chrysler Rapier
engine t?9lrhp; ltlnipltfliitikiiih, t)—htln1ph in 9.? secnnds} nr
a Hnlhay versinn hadged as G21S i95bhpj, 12tin1plt»/' 195kmh,
lJ—f1Un1ph in 8,5 secnnds), Mnst Gills were snld fully assemhled,

G22——rtit ttirst.icctts,ijiti Sports 2000 crtr,

G2_3—cnrtt-erttbftr hatred err G21, rtnt predrtced,

G12-=t— ret.-ased G21, rrnt prndtttfett.

G.?5—rrrttt~ertgtrrett ttte seat cnttpé based err Fnrd Fte,-rte
rtt rrrttrtg gear, rtnt predrtcert.
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G25 prohlypn in I954

G2(i—fnttrseetfrr,stbace ilrtt cersrtfneit based nit Fnrd Gerttrte
rttittrtrrg ,eeer,

G27, lll’l'I'OlllllOl| ‘I 935. A develnpment nf the G-ti
with Triumph ‘v'ites,se frnnt suspensinn and independent rear
suspensinn using shnrtened jaguar ¿sed-length drive shafts
with Ginetta lnwer wishhnnes and radius arms, A wide
variety nf engines cnuld be fitted, up tn the 5.5—litre Rnver
VS, and while mnst cars were snld as kits the factnry cnuld
supply fully assemhled cars. A Mazda-engined car entered
by the wnrks and driven by Mark Wttlklett was very successful
in British kit car racing.

G2S—~tr 'tb ree box ' 2+2 seteert llrtt crrr based en Ferra‘ Certtrttr
rrtrtrttrtg gtetr.

G29—e eire-e¿“sperts-recerjhr¿rtttrh 'Tii1ttrrrters,t>orrs‘senies,

G,3d—stmtter tn G26 bttt tettiir fares’ beettitgbts and btgber
borrrtet ttrte tn trtike Fnrd I/'6 ertgtries,

G3 I—st*mtter tn G28 but rt.-Pith p0,tr—t.t,p beerrfhgbts.

G32, Illlf¿dllll-1| 1 PIQ. In essence the G52 was a
latter day G15, using the running gear frnm the Fnrd Fiesta
SR2 with the standard 1,6-litre lltihhp fuel injected engine,

nra special 1.".-2-litre 155bhp versinn, Like the G15 it had Type
Apprnval, and was snld as a fully assemhled car aimed
squarely at the Tnynta MR-2 market.

A hes sectinn steel chassis was tepped by a fibreglass
hndy which at first was nffered enly in cnupe ferm, but a
cnnvertihle was intrnduced at the 1990 British Mntnr Shnw,
Frnnt suspensinn was hy cnil springs and dnuhle wishhnnes,
Fiesta frnnt l'Vl£lL‘Pl'lETSt1À struts were used at the rear, and
disc hrakes were fitted all rnund. In standard fnrm this mid-
engined car cnuld reach 12t1mpht193kmh (U—(1i]mph in 8,2
secnndsiwhile the 1,'})—litre car was capable ef 13t)mphv’
2U9kmh {U—60mph in 2,3 secnnds), Ginetta alsn nffered a
cnm petitinn mndel which was a lightweight cnupe fitted with
a 1.6-litre turbocharged tes-Fiesta) engine; in standard fnrm
this produced l5j>l",ilip but a Ztltllbhp versinn was available,

1990632

Q33, Àl':Il' Ill¿Àll ‘I §9@. In essence the G55 was a
further develnpment nf the G2? but made as a fully
assembled car. It had a cnmpletely new bndy and was nffered
with chnice e|':' a Itnver VS engines: a carburetter ls¿hhp 3,5-
litre unit er a 5.9-litre fuel-injected versinn which prnduced
2[l‘fJbl1p, Disc brakes were fitted tn all fnur wheels. The
prntntype had G2? style suspensinn but prnduetinn cars had
suspensinn frnm the Fnrd Sierra Cnswnrth, ‘With the mnre
pnwerful engine, a tnp speed nf 129mphf20?kmh was
claimed (U-60mph in 6,7 secnnds},

Ii
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GIT I (GB)
1962 was as had a time as 1925 tn latinch a small GT car in
Britain, fnr that year the kit car market cnllapsed, GF Plant
Ltd nf Wtrls-'erhanrpttrn cnuld nnt have fnreseen that when
it launched the Gitane, which was a pinneer ef a familiar
pattern: a prnprietary engine mnunted amidships in a space
frame and clnthed with a fihreglass hndy. It used a 992cc
Mini engine, gearbns, and suspensinn, hut had wire wheels
and disc hrakes all re-und. l_t'JI‘i_t.{*ti:r‘I1'i plans envisaged using
the Italian Giannini engine, hut this Fiat—derived dnhc unit
was espensive, the styling nf the car was nnt quite right, and
the manufacturers previeus esperience was making dumper
trucks, lt is therefnre nnt surprising that the cnmpany fnlded
within a year, after just sis cars had heen huilt.
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Gilunrr, 19152

__r_ (AUS)
G_]M intrndtrced the ‘Taipan‘ in IQS6, It was a fibreglass-
hndied Gnhra cnpy which was claimed tn be the nnly such
car tn surpass the awesnme perfnnnance nf the nriginal
Cnhra si2?—a U—i§(lmph time nf just under fnur secnnds was
claimed. Pnwer came frntn a medified ?.si-litre Cltevrelet
engine with twin turhnchargers and tn meet Australian
emissinn laws which nnmially called fnr unleaded fuei, it
was nm nn liquid prnpane gas,

Glas was estahlished in 1885 as a maker nf agricultural
equipment but in a diversificatinn prngramrne after the
Secend Wnrld War it intrnduced the Gnggn mntnr scnnter
and then the Gnggnmnbil micrn car tqvl, The Gr'rggt_rmr_rbil
was a huge success, in huhhle car terms, Glas hegan in see
itself as a mainstream manufacturer and intredtrced larger
cars, nne nf which, the 1004, was nntahle fnr heing the first
Eurnpean prnduetinn car tn use a tnnthed belt, instead nf
chain camshaft drive,

Sn far, sn gnnd Glas was an interesting newcnmer nn an
upward curve, but it was tn nver—reach itself and try tn nperate
nn tnn many frnnts. The range included a number nf spnning
cnupés, In 1965 Glas shnwed twn pretty cars, the 1500GT
and the 120-IIJGT. Beth had 2+2 bndies by Fnaa with integral
chassis, frnnt suspensinn by cnil springs and dnuble
wishbones, and a live rear asle nn semi-elliptic springs,
lncated by a Panhard rnd- Unusually fnr the time bnth had
disc brakes en the frnnt wheels.

GLASCAR

As the names suggest, nne had a igitiiict" engine, nne a
1?i,ltJcr," unit and hnth had a single nverhead camshaft cylinder
head. The S51":-hp l;it'iiiGT was capable nf Eli-irrrplr.--""1"i?krrth
iii-¿iirnph in 12-5 secnnds} while the ltilihhp l'?t1tlGT cnuld
tnp 112rnplr,---"'ISDkr11lr and sprint tn sisty in 11,2 secnnds,
These were very respectahle figures fnr the time, the cars
were pretty, and they were cnmpetitively priced, hut never
successful. The prnhlem was that Frua cnuld nnt make mnre
than five hudies a day and Glas" nwn prnduetinn facilities
were antiquated,
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1|.-"tr I I
---.1III--I‘ I

_-

-mi

.--I-""'--F
iiÀ

_,____

_F
-1!-IQ‘

I -II-.

_u_¢_.I-I

Despite these limitatinns Glas sl"inwed a nr,*rv.-* "v'l~l- cnupe in
19t:r5, Again the hndy was styietl by Frua and lnnked
snmething like thnse Maseratis which had Frua hndies; wags
snnn called them 'Glaseratis‘. The steel platfnmi was similar
tn the smaller Glas mndels but there was a de Dinn rear asle
nn semi-elliptic springs and disc brakes were fitted all rnund.
The snhc VS engine thasically twn ifitltlcc units nn a cnmmnn
crankshaft] came in twn sises, a ltl¿bhp 2.15-litre, and a
ihiihhp 5—litre, and the maker's claimed perfnmiance figures
were impressive: the 2hi}fJGT cnuld dn 124mphr’2t]tlkmh (U-
ti¿rnpli in 10,5 secnnds}; the 5tiD{]GT was gnnd fnr
125rnpltt'2U1knih and wnuld sprint tn tifinrph in nine secnnds.

This was all gnnd stuff but Glas was a small maker, with
nnly ahnut 1,5 percent nf the West German market, and it
was muscling in nn Mercedes-Benz and Persche territnry.
Glas did nnt have the infrastnacture tn suppnrt its arnhitinns
and, in 1966, it was taken nver by i5MW. The new nwner
briefly put the VS cars intn prnduetinn hut, hy 196?, the Glas
name was nn mnre,

euscan (us/¿t]
An unsuccessful 19515 attempt tn market a twn-seat spnrts
car using a tuhular chassis, a tuned Fnrd VS engine, and a
fihreglass hetly bearing snme resemblance tn the nriginal
Chevrnlet Cnrvette.



GLASPAC

_ rm: (BR)
in 19HI.'1 this cnmpany intrntlucetl cepies nf the AC Gnbra,
pnwered by a llzlflblrp 5-litre Fnrd ‘v-‘H engine.

I62 Gl.AS5l=l_BIIE (GB)
This ntldly nametl cnmpany began by tnaking beach buggies
anti added tbejet cnupe tn the range in the early 191-ifis. This
was a sharply-styletl fnur-seater based nn the ‘Witt’ Beetle
which did net catch nn, The cnmpany had gnne by 19-S6.

IC (USA)
Active frnm 1'-'-Àiifi-, Glassic's first rnntlels were fibreglass cnpies
uf the Fnrd Model A rnadster, using the mechanical
cnmpnnents nf the Internatinnal-Harvester Scnut, The
cnmpany changed ha nds in i_9'F'2 and the new nwners created
a new chassis and a 2t}i".ibhp ~"i,9-litre Fnrd ‘v'8 engine which
tnatle the car quite a rnad burner, Prtrductien increased
dramatically and in 1925 the Mntlel A was ieined by the
'Hnmulus Ii‘, a cnpy nfthe Auburn Speedster, using the same
Fnrd ‘v'S and a three-speetl autnmatic transmissinn. The
fnllnwing year the cnmpany changed hantis again (see Tntal
li'erfnmtance1, the mntlels were estensively revised,
Chevrnlet "v'i-i units were stantlardised, antl nther mndels
based nn the style nf the Mndei B Fnrd were added.

G S (USA)
Between 1951 antl 1955. Glasspar supplied fibreglass bndies
tn special builders, antl matle the bndy fnr the Wntrdili
Wiltlfire iqvi, The firm alsn built a tubular chassis which
wnuld accept a wide range nf cnmpnnents frnm dnnnr
vehicles usually Mercury. It marketed a few cnmplete cars
under the ‘Glasspar" name, nntably the Ascnt in 1955. This
was a basic spnrts car in the Lntus Sis idinm with a fibreglass
bntly. Initially a Fnrd 2,25-litre industrial engine was used,
but nther engines were alsn trietl. Giasspar fnlded at the end
nf 1955 and the Ascnt tlietl with it.

l
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A1953 Glusspur

* Glasspur Ascnt, I955

Gll lll.D (GB)
An early 1980s nestalgia car frnm Wales, which used Vaushall
'v'iva strspensinn and a 2-litre Fnrd engine, lts ¿breglass bntly
was dull which prnbably esplains why the car did nnt catch en,

Gl.O I. OTO (USA)
In 1988 details emerged nf a new npen mid-engined spnns
car being planned in America by Glnbal Mntnrs, the "r'ugn
impnrter which until the April nf that year had been nwned
by Malcnlm Bricklin, the man behind the Bricklin spnrts car
tqvl, The new nwners began tn dnrm up pre—launch publicity
in much the same way that Bricklin had.

An internatienal cnmpetitinn, which attracted mnre than
¿fty entrants, was set up tn decide the styling. Suspensinn
was tn be intlepentlent all rntind, a cnmpnsite materials
transverse leaf spring was scheduled tn be used at the back,
and a nutnber nf engines were under cnnsideratinn. The car
was scheduled in appear in 1990...

EQGGOMOBII. (AUS)
The Gemtan Glas cnmpany‘s mnst successful mt rdel was the
Gnggnmnbil, a small salnnn which was intrnduced with a
twn cylinder twn-strnke engine nf just 250cc mnunted at the
rear. By 1958 it trsed frnntsmnunted fnur-strnke ‘twins’ nf
i5f,1[1ce and ?(1{1ct?, Berween 1958 and 19fi1 Bill Btrckle, ereatnr
nf the Buckle spnrts car, built a range nf cars, all with
¿breglass budies, nn Gnggnmnbil ntnning gear, Arnnng the
variants was the ‘Dart’, a pretty little spnns car which weighed
nnly ?5l,llb, Tnp speed was nnly ahnut 55ntphfB5knth but
acceleratinn was brisk. Buckle built abnut 5[10tl Gnggnmnbil-
based vehicles and then came the Mini,.,

GOl.lA'l'l'l (D)
Garl Bnrgward‘s first mntnr cnmpany was fnundeti in 1928
and specialised in three-wheelers anti vans using engines nf
just 2t1Ucc. Frnm 1954 it cencentrated nn cnmmercial vehicles
and built a Hansa—designed light truck (Bnrgward had taken
nver the Hansa cnmpany}. Car prntiuctitm began again in
1950 and between 1951 and 1955 it made small numbers nf
an aerndynamic cnupe versinn nf its base mndel, the frnnt
wheel drive GPTUU, witlt a 2s‘ibhp twn—cylinder twn-strnke
engine tand nptinnal fuel iniectinnl, This was nnt nnmtally
a very reliable trnit althnugh it was usetl tn take several
recnrds fitted in a three wheeled chassis,

The GP9f1l], with a tiÀbhp fuel-injected Hlzi¿ct" versinn nf
the engine, came in 1955, and a few cnupes were fitted with
this engine, A flat fnur fnur-strnke engine nf 11t)i,iec arrived
in 195? and Gnliath made seme cenventinnally styled frnnt

/:1)
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wheel drive cnupes using a 55bhp twin carburetter versinn
nf this engine tthe unreliable fuel iniectinn system had been
drnpped}, They suffered frnnt the pnnr reputatinn nf the
earlier cars and were marketed as Hansa frnm 19515 tn 1961,
when the Bnrgsvard grnup cellapsed,

GORP O (GB)
Althnugh it had an Italianate name the Gnrdann was named
after Eastnn-in-Gnrdann, a village near Bristnl. Befnre the war
a grnup nf Bristnl enthusiasts bad pinneered lnw-cnst mntnr
racing antl after it they were largely respensible fnr the 5t1t}cc
Femiula 5, Walter Watkins, Rnbin jacksnn and Dick Caesar
frnm this grnup were the principals behind this prniect and
backing came frnnt jtre Fry, nf the chncnlate fimt, whn with
Caesar had created a famnus sprint special, the Freikaiserwagen.

The Gnrtlann was advanced fnr its time, with all-
indcpendent suspensinn, a bns sectinn chassis and a Gnrdann-
designed gearbns, A Crnss rntary valve engine was the
favnured pnwer unit but it preved trnublesnme sn the ¿rst
car, a handsnme spnns car with cycle wings, was ¿tted with
an MG TA engine, A secnnd car hatl a 1,T"—litre LeasFrancis
unit and was lined witlt an atlvanced cnupe bndy with flush
glass and push buttnn dnnr lncks, Fry's death in 1950 saw the
end ef the prnject after itist the rwe cars had been made.
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Ga-ntlana, lram lira finn’: 1943 catalogue

G°RD| | (F)
Amedee Gnrdini was an Italian whn established a name fnr
himself as a tuner and driver nf Fiat cars in the 1950s, His
esplnits came tn the attentinn nf the Snciete Industrielle de
Mecanique et Ganessene Atrtnmnbile, er Simca, which had
been set tip in France in 195A tn build Fiat,s under licence, and
Simca nffered him financial suppnrt tn prnmnte its name by
using its prnducts as the basis fnr his racing, By the time ‘War
brnke nut the relatinnship was weil established, and Gnrdini-
develnped Sitnca salnnns and spnns cars were regular and very
successful cnmpetitnrs at Le Mans frnm 195'? nnwards.

This anangernent cnntinued after the War until the twn sides
fell nut nver a questinn nf pnlicy in 1951. Thus began the sis-
year histnry nf the Gnrdini marque, which was characterised
by escellent design lintited by severe ¿nancial cnnstraint,s,

Gnrdini‘s first design as an independent was an F2 car
fitted with what was basically a dry-sumped 2-litre straight
sis versinn nf the ‘fnur he hatl designed fnr Simca, Witlr

GORDON-KEEBLE
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Gnrdini aigl¿-cylin-|:ler 3-litre Ire Mans car, was
‘square’ cylinder dimensiens {T5 s 25mm} and three twin
chnke ‘Weber carhuretters, it gave a decent 155bhp and was
fitted intn a lightweight ladder frame chassis with tnrsinn bar
suspensinn all rnund and a live back asle, This suspensinn,
which Gnrdini was tn use nn all his cars, cnnsisted at the
frnnt nf a rhnmbus fnmretl frnm single links with the
lnngitudinal tnrsinn bars lncated in the tnp nf a cast cradle
nn which the suspensinn links were pivnted, The basic car
was adapted fnr spnns car racing, with 2-litre er 2,5-litre
engines, and Gnrdini prnpnsed tn sell up tn ten cars a year
in ‘Berlinette‘ nr npen ferm fer rnad trse. Htrwever, they were
espensive and there were few, if any, takers.

In 1955 Gnrdini laid tlnwn a new 1,5-litre engine with an
eye trn the fnnhcnming Fnnnula 2 and a rnad car with a
llfibhp versinn was alsn mnnted, Gnrdini went sn far as tn
publish a leaflet giving details but it seems that nnne was
made. Gnrdini struggled en until early 195? when he went
tn wnrk fnr Renault.

GORDON-l(EEBI.E (GB)
_]nhn Gnrdnn had been assnciated with the Peerless GT (qvl
which nn paper was a very prnmising prnject. That prnject
failed, but befnre it did garage nwnerjim Heeble shnwed
Gnrdnn a Peerless which he had medified fer a custnmer,
with a Chevrnlet Cnrvette engine and drive train. Gnrdnn
saw the pntential nf this fnmrat and cnmmissinned Bertnne
tn create a bedy fnr it, Since it was a miner prniect Bertnne
threw it intn the lap nf a 21 year nld trainee called Giugiarn,

Wlren the Gnrdnn-Keeble was ¿rst armnunced {as the
‘Gnrdnrt’.1 in 1960, it seemed the answer tn many a mntnrist‘s
prayer: space frame, Bertnne bndy, Chevy engine and
1~=1t}mpht’22‘5krnh pntential. Had it been available frnm the
mement it was shnwn it might have been a huge success but
it did nnt prnduetinn until 1964. Even then it was an
nutstanding car and the best bndy maker nf me time, ‘Williams
tit Pritchard, was in charge nf reproducing the bndy in ¿breglass,

The Gnrdnn-Iieeble was inespensive (£2295) fnr the
specificatinn, but it was priced tnn lnw tn make mnney and
the firm failed in 1965. It was revived as Iteeble Cars twn
mnnths later but never hit its stride since it then had a mnre
realistic price (tE,»4t]5B), In 196-8 prnduetinn was taken nver
by annther firm which intended tn sell it in America as the
‘De Bruyne‘ tqvl.



GORDON-KEEBLE

GK]/IT, I 961--65, 'l¿65-67, ‘I968. Pro-t1:99,
a.lltyp-es._]nhn Gnrtlnn batl been assnciated with the Peerless
GT and his secnnd high perftrrniance fnur-seater was shnwn
iust as Peerless was fading away, The stunning Bertnne bntly
clnthed a space frame which had a de Illinn rear asle anti
disc brakes nn all fnur wheels, anti hnre mnre than a passing
resemblance tn the Peerless tqvl. Frnductinn cars hatl the
5.-'i-litre Chevy ‘t-‘i-1, which gave effnrtless and reliable
perftrnnance, and the car wnn praise fnr its all—rnund
cnmpetence. But with a realistic price tag it cnmpetetl with
the likes nfjensen anti was knncking nn the dnnr nf Astnn
Martin's market sectnr, In such ct rmpany it stnntl little chance.
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G-nrdon-Ita-eble was style-cl by Bertnne

(GB)
In 19?‘-1-1, a _)apanese nwner uf a Mercedesshena SSH
cnmmissinned Paul Weltltrn tn make a cnpy nf his car fnr
daily use, Fnmter F1 designer Len Terry engineered the
prnject and the t_rwner was sn delighted with the car that he
nrdered annther ten. Abnut sis were tttade fnr espnrt tn
japan, when the Angle-_Iapanese relatinnship snured and the
prnject fatled,

9',’ (GB)
tjriginally best knewn fer its beach buggies, GP intrnducetl
the ‘tIentrnn‘ in 1921, Like all GP‘s cars it was basetl nn a ‘v"S’
¿nnrpan antl hatl a fibreglass GT bndy with a rear deck
recalling the nne-eff Ferrari 'breadvan‘ nf the early 19ht1s. it
was nnt a success but has frequently appeared under different
names, matle by nther cntnpanies, GP‘s nest attempt at a car
rather than a beach buggy was the 'Madisnn‘ in 19811, This
was basetl nn either Fnrd Gnnina nr vw running gear and
was styled by Neville Trickett as a witty pastiche nf 195ils

GP Canlran, I9?!

American rnadsters, partictilarly the I959 liackard, anti a
cnu pt} versinn was alsn nffered, The ‘Talnn' npen twn-seater
lsiseti nn a vw Beetle flnnrpan alsn came in l9Ht1 tthis
nriginatetl in the l_lSA—st.*t-*Taltrn ll,'S11. The ‘Spytlt-r‘ was alsn
‘t-""9?-lriisetl antl was a cnpy nf the Fersche 5511 spnrts-racer,

GP Maclisan labavel, and ‘I932 G-P Spycler (below)

IITOS (GB)
A shnrt—lived early 19St1s cnnstructnr, respensible fer the
'Rnyale', a fibreglass lvltrrgan ltrtrkalike rm a ‘v"'~I'ti" Beetle
¿nnrpan. Graham Autns alsn rnatle the '1tembrantlt‘, nriginally
the ‘Pelland' tqvll which later became the Listair Dash tqvi
and in "1990 was made by lfrash Spurts Cars iqvl.

GRAIITIIAM (USA)
The Grantham was a Fnrtl-basetl car with a fibreglass bndy,
huilt by a cnmpany which was active 1955-5?,

Grantham sports cur,
I 956

gluururm (GB)
An trnsuccessful 196-S attempt by the cnmpany which made
T911 bndies tuntil 192111 tn build a ‘rival‘ twn-seat cnupe
pnwered by a 5-litre Fnrd ‘v'(r engine. Called the Gem‘, it
hatl independent suspensinn all rntmd by rnse—jninted
dnuble wishbnnes and disc brakes nn all fnur wheels, Its
nriginatnrs hnpetl that it might hecnme a prnduetinn Tvtt,



but althntrgh the chassis was prnmising the bndy was less
sn, and nnne was snld.
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HatpnÀy:Ihe19¿ÀGranturaGam

-'I'I'l (GB)
An early builder nf Gnbra cnpies, Gravetti was launched in
1985 with the GE427, which had a fihreglass bedy en a
fairly basic ladder frame with _laguar suspensinn. Altheugh
the quality nf the chassis and bndy {supplied by Autnmntive
Develnpmentsl was indifferent, Gravetti's marketing was
escellent and it pinneered the ‘Cub in a bns‘, a cemplete
kit ready tn screw tegether and thus eliminating any
prnblem assnciated with snttrcing pans frnm dnnnr
vehicles, The cnmpany was launched publicly in 19St5 antl
received favnurabie nntices in snme sectinns nf the press;
nthers, hnwever, recnrded reservatinns abnut its attitude
and cnmpctence. The finn fnlded in 1987. The design was
revived by an investment cnmpany, GE tqvi but this in turn
was shnrt-lived because the basic engineering nf the car
was pnnr. Snme elements nf the cnncept were revived by
CH, lqvl.

(F)
Between the War _I.A, Gregnire was assnciatetl wi", the
Tracta, a sperting car which pinneered frnnt wheel drive,
and the fwd Amilcar ‘Cnmpnund', which was made under
Tracta patents. In 1945 he shnwed a lightweight saltsrn which
became the basis nf the Panhard Dyna althnugh, after
pretracted legal battles, Gregnire never saw a franc. Attempts
were made tn market it in England tas the itentlalll and in
Australia tas the Hamerti but bnth prnjects failed,
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The 1956 Clrapran-laacliecl Grégaira

G_R1FF|TH

in 19515, Griegnire shnwetl a rwn seat cnnvertihle with a
new water-cnnletl supercharged llat-fnur 2.2-litre engine
which gave lfitlbhp and drnve the frtrnt wheels tltrnugh a
fnur-speed gearbns with nverdrive, Frnnt dist" brakes were
standard and Henri Ghaprnn designetl and built the
hantlsnrne bntlies. Only ten were made befnre the marque
fnltied in 19152 and each car was snltl at a censider:-,ible lnss,
Later Gregnire dabbletl with gas turbine anti electrically
pnweretl frnnt wheel drive cars, but snmehnw this
adventurnus and interesting engineer never ntatle it intn the
main stream.

0 _eo_ (use
Ben F, Gregnry was a piuneering American advtrcate nf frnnt
wheel drive whn built fwd cars as early as 1921}. In the mid-
195t1s he anneunced a ‘safety spnrts car which had styling
cnmbining Eurnpean and Arneric:,1n practice and a Tttibhp
Persche engine placetl fnrward nf the frnnt wheels, Mr
Gregnry annntrnced that he wnultl build up tn 211 esamples
nf his prntntype but, it seems, nnbndy wantetl nne.
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GRIFFITH (USA)
jack Griffith itnpnrted "11-‘Rs intn America, minus engine anti
gearbes, insertetl a Ftrrd ‘t-‘S and slapped nn his nwn badge.
The result was quick but pretty lethal; an American writer,
Rich Taylnr, wrnte ‘there btt,s rret er heerr rt rrrere rterrgertrrts
prt.vtrrt"tttrrr t*eirtt'le'. That is nn reflectinn nn T‘1t1t as the
Granttrra was, after all, built fnr a 1.5-litre engine. This
‘Grif¿th' is described in detail untier 'l"v'1t,

Grif¿th seems tn have been nne nf thnse individuals whn
was smitten by the dream nf building his nwn car, tn the
detriment nf his bank balance, anti he had the basic T1-fit
chassis lnnked nver by Frank Fteisner‘s ‘1ntermeccanica'
cnncern. The back asle was medified tn take disc brakes
(‘fnur wheel disc brakes‘ was then a big selling pnintl and
a 11.5-litre Plyrnnuth ‘v‘S was specified, The chassis was tepped
by a very pretty cnupe bndy, and abnut three dnaen nf these
bndies, made nf steel, were shipped tn Griffith. In 1%-tr he
ran nut nfcash and the Grif¿th stnry as such ended, althnugh
it cnntinued as Unrega‘,

__I
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Grillifh, I965



GRIFFON

GIIFFO (GB)
lntrnduced in 191-15, this was a kit car snurced frnm the
'v'ausball 1t=1trgnunt,»"i="'is'ti with a fibreglass "traditinnal" bntly
tierived frnm the American Witttrn Tiger, nr "Merlin" (see
Thnrnughbred, Merlin, antl Faris Cars),

OIIP SI (GB)
Based nn a ‘¿ll’ Ànnrpan, the itiea in tlesigner_Inhn Mitchell's
minti was a GanAm st_t'l'e t'ar fnr the rnati. It was nffereti as
a bndy kit in 1925 antl later that year a cnmpany began tn
make cnmplete cars, A cnupe was alsn nffered but nnly a
handful nf either type was btiilt.

GSM (ZA/GB)
One nf the few cars tn uriginate in Snuth Africa, the GSM was
the wnrk nf linb van 1'“-iiekirl-t and ‘lferster de Witt. After making
a snunti reputatinn at bnrne, the partners set up a factnry in
England and the Delta was fairly successful in British club
racing, The English branch was under-capitaliseti and
cellapsed, but van hiiekirk retumetl tn Snuth Africa and ftrunti
the capital tn espand there. A new cnmpany was fnnned nn
January 1st, 1965 antl a family car was planned but, in the
meantime, the cnmpany cnntintietl with the ‘[Z1elta' and
intrnduceti the ‘Flamingn‘, a 2+2 ctrupé versinn. Prnductinn
is reputed tn have peaked at five cars a week but the salnnn
never appeareti anti the cnmpany fnlded in 19i5fi.

8-6‘. P1111:-—. The Delta was
simplicity itself, but nnne the wnrse fnr that. A tuhular chassis
was fittetl with split asle i.f.s, and a Ftrrd 1Ut1E live asle
suspended en cnil springs. Early cars had tuned 1172cc
flathead Fnrd engines but as snnn as the 1i,15E became available
that became the usual unit, althnugh 11l}[1cc and 1511Ucc
Gnventry Climas engines were alsn nffered. Mnst were snltl
as npen cars but a pretty ceupe was alsn available. In Britain
it was a victim nf the kit car slump nf 1915152 althnugh it was
thenretically available until 19611. Prnductinn cnntinued in
Snuth Africa and the Flamingn, with a Ferd Tttunustfltrnina
engine, was intrntluced in 1965, The Flamingn was a
lusurieusly appointed cnu pe fnr which 12t1ntpltr'195kmh was
claimeti, Wtrrk was cnntinuing tm a dnhc cylinder head fnr
the Fnrd engine when the firm fnitletl.

~ ; i ,5

Ila, Flamingn, I9
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GI‘ DEVELOP E ‘I5 (GB)
Originally an agent fnr the I-{‘v‘A cnpy nf the Fnrtl GT~"ii1, frnm
the tttitl-19Si’1s GTD built its nwn space frame cltassis twhich
were usually ¿tted witlt Fnrtl ‘v'S engines driving thrnugh a
Itenault transaslel and then built its crwn versinn nf the ti'1‘st1
bntly. A l,ambnrgbini Ge-untach cnpy, which usetl the same
space frame as the GT-ttl, was snld as a prniect tn BB1, tqvi,
which nfferetl it as the “Prime” befnre fatling frnm the scene.

In 191-1? GT1) annuunced a cnpy nf the Lnla "1711 Mklll, in
turn key antl 'mntlular ft rrrnat'. This rnatl-gning versinn nfwhat
was essentially a circuit car was again built arnund a space
frame and was suitable fnr Fnrtl, Chevrnlet nr Htn-‘er vI-is, The
GT1) =11] Mk11 which came in 19911 was a re¿ned versien nf
the ct imp-etititm versinn nf the GT=“il_'1. lt was tlesignetl by Ray
Christnpber; 5-nr 7'-litre Fnrtl 'v'Ss were speci¿ed and the latter
gave a claimed masimum speed nf 15t1rttph,="2-"itikmh and l,1—
frtimph acceleratinn in 5,2 secnnds,
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GT (GB) seeCC1X

Ill CI (USA)
intrnduced in 19?S, the Guanci S_l_l-1 was a twn-seat tnid-
engined cnupe which lnnked a little like a Maserati Bnra. It



had all-intlepentlent suspensinn and a transverse turbnv
chargetl Bu ick ‘v‘i'i engine which drt,rve thrnugh a three-speed
autnmatic gearbns. By 19St1a 22t1bhp Chevrnlet ‘v'S was fitted
anti the cnmpany was stressing the escellence nf its seating
ta batl sign fnr a spnns car}. Despite this, and dated styling,
it was still in limited prntiuctinn in 19911.

Guanci 5.1.1-1, 1935

GIITBROD (D)
‘w’ilhelm Gutbrnd tirade srnall-engined cars under the name
Standard Superinr between 1955 and 1955 and be tried again
in 1919 with the Superinr trill), a bnsy twn-seat cnupe with
a twin-cylinder twn-strnke engine nf 595cc which drnve
thrnugh the frnnt wheels, There was a single tithe backbnne
chassis with cnil spring and swing asle rear suspensinn and
a frent layntrt by dnuble wishhenes, rncker arms, and inbnard
cnil springs {nute the specificatinn and ntrte the date). The
engine was enlarged tn ti(r5cc and varinus nther bndies were
used, then in 1955 Gutbrntl matle a twn-seat spnns car which
lnnked a little like a __1nwett Jupiter and was capable nf
ST»'nrplr..--“'1silkmh. It received an enthusiastic respense in
America bttt, despite that, Gutbrnd fnlded in 1954, Rights tn
the running gear were bnught by the l"~itrr"w-*egian backers nf
the Trnll prnject iqvl.
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LCO (U)
Made in sriiall numbers frtini 19'i'l-1, Uruguay's best lnved
spnns car was styletl after the MG T11 and used Fnrd Fa lcnn
cnriipnnents. This cnmpany alsti made a fnur-seater with a
Chrysler vs engine,

(<35)
A late 19St1s Fnrd-engined fibreglass cnpy n-f the Austin-
Healey 1t1i1M. It was basetl nn a ladder frame, and nnmially
the 2-litre Fnrd Finte engine was tiseti, althnugh tither fnur-
cylintier engines ctitild be fittetl, antl the suspensinn came
frnm the ‘v'aiishall Chevette, 'li"ifl1;,11t_“1.-'t,3t‘ nne thinks abntit cars
nf this ilk, at least the bntly cnuld ntit rust—nwners nf real
'Hea]eys tlreaiii iif bndies that dti nnt rust,
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I'IA'I'I'IlVlAY see HS i-:stiisi-isitise

I'IIAI.EY (GB)
in the l95f1s Dnnaltl 1 iealey was Technical f)irectnr nfTriu mph
but alter the War lie set tip a ctiriipany in ‘itiarw-'it'k tti make
cars bearing his name. By 19"-19 the new marque was
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Healey-Duncan light sports twn-sealer, 1943, clubbed ’Tlio Drone’

establislietl, its style recngniaable. Fnlltiwing the sensatitinal
debut nf the Healey 1t1tl at the 1952 Lnntlnn Mntnr Shtiw,
he entereti an esclusive we-rking agreement with BMC and
when his esisting cniiiriiitriients, including an agreement with
1"-lash, came tti an end in 195-'1 the 1S"arvv*it'k factnry was cltised.
While assnciated with BMG, hnwever, his tiwn wnrkslinp
frequently prnduced cnmpetitinn cars basetl nn Austin-
Healey rnad cars ie.g. Sebring Sprite}. Wlien the Austin-
Healey cnnnectinn was teniiinated by British Leyland, he
prndticetl a new spnns car in cnniunctinn with _)ensen. See
hiasli-Healey, Atistin-Healey and _lensen-Healey.

'W'lll‘I'IlIlI-H IIIIIIIIIOI, ‘I 94‘-I-Q. Pro-tilt 64, A ftitir—
seater rag tnp wliich mated a 2-1-i5t't' Riley fntir-cylintler engine
twhich had camshafts high in the hlnck in give a puslirnd
‘hemi' head} tn a stiif bns sectinn chassis. Frnnt suspensitin
was by cnil springs and trailing anns, ctiils alsn spning the
live rear asle, and there were hydraulic hrakes, ‘Willi a fairly
slippery bndy and weighing nnly abnut a ttin, the 9t1blip (later
ltltibhpi Riley engine wtiuld prtipel it tip tn abntit
1i]5riiplir"1?[1kmh, which riiatie it the fastest British fnur-seater
trf its time.
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Hnaley War-l'land Roadster, 194-B

IIIIII'I' illlillilll, ‘I 94‘-5U. Prod: 11111. Even faster than
the ‘Westlttnd, with 11Umph_t’1??kmh ptissible—nn ctinteni-
ptirary ftiur-seat clnsed car was qi,iicker- Ferspes windnws
saved weight and ctit cnsts btit nwners tntlay wntild rather
they had been glass, In the 19-iii-1 Mille Miglia Flnnald Healey
and his snn Genffrey finished ninth nverall in a Westland,
while_lnhnny 1,urani and Giugleliiin Sandri wnn a F‘rnductinn
Tnti ring Gar class in an Ellintt, Like the ‘+1i’estland,sniiie Ellinns
were fined with bndies by IT,‘-"tincan.
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Healey Elliott in the Buflin Rally at Clarion in 1950



Sporlllnulilll, ‘I 949.. Prod: 23. The 2-tss-.-.~t- engine
was rated at ltisihhp in this straight-sided and hulltv mndel.
The pnhlie reaetinn tn an attempt tn prndttee a tnnre ‘tnndern‘
line nn the esisting eltassis ean he judged hv the length nf
prnduetinn and the ntnnh-ers made.
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Sporlxmobile fnund few tulutn

$||I'II'I|'GlIi, '| Q11’-5 I - Prod: 105. A fine dual-
purpnse rnad and circuit ear. the Silverstnne had a shnrt
frame. an anti~rnll har at the frnnt {verv unusual Fnr the titnei
and a simple hut prettv hndv. witlt its gntsv engine and light
weight. it wntdd aeeelerate Ii]-1i}?tnph in tnp gear. A student
persuaded his tnnther tn huv nne as a shnpping ear and then
prneeeded tn make his nante nn the eireuits. His name was
Tnnv Brn-nits. later nf Cnnnaught. HEM. Astnn Martin. Ferrari.
and ‘v'anwall. Prnduetinn ended when the ehassis heeante
the hasis fnr the Nash-Hettlev httt snrne fa]-tes have sinee
appeared tn tna]-te up the numhers.
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TltkfÀlll, ‘I Q5 'I -51- Prnd: 224. Sharing the same hasie
style as the Ellintt. Tiel-:fnrd‘s versinn was cleaner nf line and
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hetter ettu ipped i it even had a prnper hnnt i. This was aehieved
at the priee nf s-nnte ntidtlie-aged spread and snme laek ni
ttgilit}-'. alil‘|nt1_t1;l1 it was gen red lnwer t-:1 1 enntpensate and was
still gnnd fnr the tnn. On the "I'iel<:t'nrd" glass. nnt perspes.
keeps nut the elentents.

llroplloccl Goupb, 1 951 -54. Prod: 77. as the
Tiel-tfnrd was tn the |:.'llintt. sn the Ahhwntt {Itmpe was tn the
Westittnd Hnadster. The line was reet_1gnisahlv related hut
sharper. and even with the rag tnp in plaee the Ahhntt kept its
stvie, whieh is tnnre than enuld he said fnr the Westland. Like
the Tield'nrr.l. it was a little p-nrtlv and sn had the lnwer gearing.
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Henley Ablaott Druphoucl Cotrpé, 1951
G Type (lulu: llvll-I-[inlay], ‘I 95 I -ll. Prod; 25.
An all-British versinn nf the nnglni-Ameriean i‘~iash-Healey
witlt the straight-sis 5-litre Alvis T1321 engine (and fnur-speed
gearhns I and a ntnre restrained radiatnr grille. I-iinee the Alvis
unit prnduced the same lil¿lsltp as the Hilev engine. and the
envelnping hndy was heavier, the G Type was never as
nirnhle nr as tntteh fun as the Silverstnne. Besides. the XK120
was faster. eheaper. and had tnnre style and eharisma.
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W52 G Type Henley

Y OTO

l'l SI {GB}

see I" I MC

This hide-nus enupe was ¿rst made in 1985 and was gnne
snnn after. Designed by Hugn Henrieksnn, whn had a prnven
traek reenrd in huilding kit ears, the enntpanjÀs nne nriginal
design. the M50. ttsed Fnrd Granada nr Cnnsul cnmpnnents.
It had a heltv ehassis and even thnse whn had reservatinns
ahnut its hiaarre inn]-ts enneeded that it was well made and



sense}: y_

the handling was gtital. l-I-"itl1 a Grant-ttla Vt: engine. a tnp
speed nl' tlitnpli.--"'2tlt}kmh was elaimed and a ‘F-litre VS
versinn was planned. After a very lew Hensen Mitts had
heen nt.ade. the tttanufaetttring rigltts tn the design were
taken nver hy Eagle Ca rs hut it seems that enmpa ny did nnt
gn ahead with prnduetinn. In 1984 Hensen alsn e.~lTered a
Cnhra -ll? enpy.

ll-IERI'!‘ GE E OINEERI G (GB)
in IUHS this enmpany prts.lueed a -:;'lnse enpy nf the _laguar C
Type. hased nn _laguar running gear. with a fihreglass hndy
and a spaee l'ntt‘ne similar tn the nriginal. lt lnllrrwed that with
a enpy nfthe SSlt'}tl. again_lagtatr-suureed, httt using a latlder
tihassis. In l";i'H"'-J it intrndtteetl a enpynla 1958 'knnl'Jhly* Lister-
jaguar. using a spat.'e llratne similar tn the ‘C Type‘. Snme nf
these ears were fitted with Funeriean VS engines.

HERITAGE MOTOR IS [USA]
A 19!-lt}s ma ker nf high quality ‘tum key" enpies nt' the Mercedes-
Bent: Stluli and "r'si0l'~1.

_ + *7-
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IIIERO (GB)
in the late l'EF:tls the arrival nf fihreglass and a shnrt-lived
Fad Fnr httilding speeials ied tn a spate nf shells tn ennvert
nld Fnrd and Austins intn dream spnrts ears. Cine nf the
prettiest hudies was the Hernn. designed Fnr the Austin Seven
ehassis. and when the spet.'ial-huilding market hegan tn dip
arnund 1*)(1l. Hernn's nwner. Ge-nrge Hishnp. decided tn
fnlltnv st nne nther hndy makers and ereate a whnle ear. using
a wider versinn nl' his shell with a rnnf added. The prntntype
*Eurnpa‘ tnnk nearly twn years tn make and when it appeared
in 1965 it was nt'fered. fully trimmed. fnr nnly S580. That was
a hargain—tnn mueh nl‘ a hargain, in iaet. fnr Hernn Inst
mnney nn eaeh ear made and the plug was pulled nn the
prnieet the Fnllnwing year after nnly 12 had heen made.

L
Hanan Eumpu, I963

The Eurnpa‘s lntekhvnne ehassis, with nutriggers, was
mnulded intn the hndy and this was a enmplieatinn whieh

enntrihuted tn the ear‘s prnduetinn ensts anti made repair
dif¿ettlt. Frnnt suspensinn was hy en-il springs antl wishh-nnes
while the rear end was Tritttnph Heraltl transverse leaf and
swing asles. snntething whieh may esplain its laek nl‘sttet"ess
nn eireuits. It was, primarily a well-equipped rnad ear hut
the laek nl' enntpetitinn stteness, plus the faet it enuld still he
mistaken fnr a Hen }À—l'Jt l'(.llt:."Ll Austin Seven speeial. mttst have
aifeeted sales. The usual engine was the 9‘§§'7t‘t‘ Fnrd IUSE
unit. althnugh snrne ears had Fnrd l‘i[ltlt't‘ engines whieh
gave a tnp speed ni 1 l¿ntph.--"1H5ktnlt. Peter Mnnteverdi. later
a ennstn.tetnr in his nwn right. snld snme in Switaerland under
the “ll-tBl‘vl' lahel tqvl.

l'llS O-Al
Frnm l";JT-"ti this enmpany made a haste spnrts ear nn the lines
nf the Lntus Seven pnwered hy lneal-made Fnrd nr Seat
engines. The entttpany alsn made enpies ni the mew 528
using mndern BMW parts. The name means ‘Spanish-German‘.
and this eame ahnut in 1‘:}T’1 when the Spanish I-‘nrsehe
impnrter. Verne Hen Heidrieh. enmmissinned Frua tn huild a
enupe hndy nn a ‘+J"~Et»’-|i'rii'st*he "Elli-i-(5 ehassis. It was intended
tn httiltl a small numher uf replieas nf this ear hut a dispute
arnse h-etween Heidrieh and Frua ahnut the nwnership nf the
rights tn the design. After ¿ve years nti legal hattles. Heidrieh
wnn. By that time prnduetinn t:l'tht.*‘»-'"*»I1t»'-ii'r1rs-elte had eeased.

I-ll-'l'E_Cl-I (GB)
Maker nl' Fnrd CiT="-‘tÀ enpy. Hi—Teeh was aetive in the late
1980s hut was defunet hy 1‘£19tl.

III C (GB)
in 1990 this enntpany shnwed the ‘Healey MkI‘v" and the
'Silverstnne'. whieh were high quality tum key evneatinns nf
the Austin-Healey ¿tlÀtl with a ¿hreglass l".-indy and a 5.5-litre
Rnver VS engine ¿tted in a tuhular haekhnne ehassis. This had
independent suspensinn and dist: hrakes nn all fnur wheels.
The twn mndels were identieal in essenee hut the Mld'y' had
a mnre lu:=n_trinus interinr. This snunds like the answer tn many
a Healey—nwner’s prayer ta ear with prnper hrakes. suspensinn,
a deeent en-ekpit and nn hndy rust]. Perinrmanee was markedly
superinr tn the Austin-Healey with a elaimed tnp speed nf
lsitltttpltf¿¿krtth (El-60mph in 5.6 seenndsl. Getiffrey Healey.
snn nf Dnnald, endnrsed the ear. whieh was initially nffered
as a ‘Healey’, hut a wrangle nver the right.s tn the name ttn
whieh Jensen had elaiml eaused "Healey" tn he drnpped.

l'lOF$'I'E'I"I'ER (BR)
The Hnfstetter Turhn was tnade in small numhers frnm 1984.
In style. this mid-engined gull-wing enupe had snmething
nl‘ the Lamhnrghini Cnuntaeh ahnut it. hut it was an nriginal
design. and rather hetter halaneed than the Cnuntaeh. Under
the handsnme hndy was a spaee frame. suspensinn was hy
e-nil springs with upper wishhnnes and inwer transverse links
at the Frnnt. while the rear laynut had trailing arms and
transverse links. Dise hrakes were fitted all rnund and the



engine was 2-litre ‘y-"N Gnlf GTi with a Garrett turhncharger.
which meant 1T3hhp. a tnp speed nf 1~¢t.5mph.»*"'2.fitJknth. and
t_l-(it_itnplt in a shade nver seven secnnds.

@ _ _ _ & OOOY (USA)
This respected tuning specialist and ntce entrant was
respnnsihle fnr the Fnrd ii-"ll-{ll spnrts-racing car in the 1960s.
huiltting them nn GT-fit} hases supplied frnm the Fav plant in
England. In 1990 it annnunced a 'i‘vlkIiA'. faithful tn the nriginal
hut suitahle fnr rnad use. assemhled hy snme nf the staff whn
huilt the l9i3¿—{1? cars. and carrying a very high price tag.

IIIO DA [J]
Snichirn Hnnda made his tttnney with a pistnn ring cnmpany.
which he snld after the Secnntl ‘tit/tirld War. He then wnrked
nn a nutnher nf prniects. including a scheme tn estract fresh
water frnm hrine. and huilt snme tnntnrised hicycles pnwered
hy small-es-military generatnr engines. He then huilt his nwn
Sticc twn-strnke engines. wltich were clipped nntn bicycles
and. in l'1)=tS. huilt the first Japanese mntnrcycle tn nriginate
frnm nnly nne maker. Hnnda espnrted his first mntnrcycles
in 195?. and hy 1962 was the wnrld's largest manufacturer.

It is nften said that the first Hnnda cars appeared in 1962
hut Snichirn Hnnda and his hrnther huilt several racing specials
in the ltliltis: he wnn several races hut retired frnm the spurt
after a frightening accident. Hnnda's first prnductinn cars were
intrnduced in 196.?! hut they were nnt well received. The cars
huilt thrnugltnttt the 1%tls were small hy Eurnpean standards
hut they did shnw evidence nf advanced engineering. Hnnda
entered FtJtTt‘tLtlt.t 1 in the lil¿tls. and althnugh it hardly tnade
a great itnpres.sinn. its aim was tn use the esercise tn train it.s
hrightest engineers. and the Civic nf 1972 henefitted.

Witlt that car Hnnda was nn its way tn hecnming a majnr
manufacturer whnse prnducts were preferred hy Westemers
ahnve thnse nf mnst nther Japanese makers. Hnnda entered
a technnlngy partnership with Liritish Leyland in IEJT9 and has
since espanded intn many nther markets. By 1984 Hnnda was
.*!unerica‘s fifth largest maker. and hy 1989 the Hnnda nccnrd
was the single mnst pnpular mndel snld in the States. In terms
nf Japanese manufacturers. Hnnda is the fnurth largest {hut
Tnynta. Nissan and Mazda dn nnt make mntnrcycles) while
the achievements nf its Fnrmula 1 engines frnm the ntid-1980s
nn are the stttff nf legend. at the end nf the decade it entered
the ‘superear‘ eategnry with the esemplary NS-X.

SIOO/SOOO/SIOO, ‘I 952-71 . Pro-d=—. The "‘iti-US
was a tiny spnns car with mechanical cnmpnnents clearly
reÀecting mntnrcycle practice. The hos sectinn chassis had all-
independent suspensinn hy tnrsinn hars hut the fnur-cylinder
dnhc Sjlcc engine delivered its siiihhp via individual chains tn
the twn rear wheels~—a strange mi:-tture nf snphiaticatinn (the
engine and frnnt disc hrakes) and hlacksmithery {the
transmissinn}. A tnp speed nf SSmphflS?kn1h was claimed.
All the cars huilt stayed in Japan.

in 1965 a cnupé versinn was intrnduced and the engine
capacity was increased tn ¿iitict: in the S600. This engine
prnduced fÀhhp and the S600 cnuld tnp 9t]ntphft4Skmh—

' - Ii

hnth remarkahle figures fnr sn small an engine.
The final espressinn nf the line. the Stitlti. was made frnm

1966. It hatl a ?91cc versinn nf the engine which revved tn
t~iiJU~tI-tpttt and gave Ttjlithp. Transtnissinn was via a cnnical
hypnid final drive. lt was capalitle nfclnse tn ltlilm ph.--"' 1 ntlkmh.
with escellent handling. and snme hegan tn wnnder hnw
tnttch lnnger cars such as the Sprite wnuld survive. in fact it
was tnn nnvel and cnmplicated tn threaten the Sprite. and it
rusted very quickly. hut it was a harhinger.
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"ill; EIIEIOIIIIII I lt tt'}t'.tl( HtlÀtltl tt lnng time
tn make a secnnd spnrts car. When it did sn. it was nnt a
minicar tn he pitched against the likes nf the Austin-Healey
Sprite. hut a supercar whiclt threatened Pnrsche and Ferrari.
Hnnda managed tn pull nff the incredibly difficult trick nf
prnducing a thnrnughly practical everyday car tynu cnuld
teach ynur kids tn drive in nne) yet nne which cnuld reward
the mnst skilled nf drivers.

i ‘hi-‘
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I990 Honda N5-I



HONDA

Mt ist nf the car was cnnstructed in aluminittm. including the
mnnncnttue and the all—independent suspensinn hy cnil springs
antl tlnuhle wishhnnes. The tttid-mnttnted dnhc 2i?T’t'c vti
engine delivered its .17-ililip thniugh a live-speed manual
gearhn:-t nr a fnttr-speed autnmatic. Tnp speed was
lti5tnplt.-""2fi5kttth and the t_l—h0tttph sprint cnuld he ct ivered in
5.1-i secnntls; these were nnt class-leading figures hut mnst
ct immentatt irs thnught that the ‘HS-K's nverall cnmpetence made
the ntld few miles per ltnur. nr tenths nf a secnnd. irrelevant.
In etfect. Hnnda tnnk a standing leap tn the tnp nf the heap.

l'lO'I'Cl'l ISS [F]
This nltl cnn1p:.tny picketl up its handsnttte lil¿tls line nf
spnrting cars after the Secnntl ‘tvtirid War. hut allnwed it tn
wither as tlevelnpment funds were squandered nn a Gregnire
salnnn prniect antl in the face nf fiscal pnlicies that were
ltnstile tn cars such as Hntchkiss‘s tfintnd Spnrt. A 5.5—litre
straight-sis was pan nf the cnnventinnal specificatinn. and
the nnly significant pnstwar innnvatinn was the atinptinn nf
cnil-spring i.f.s. There was a nnd tnwards the 1950s in full-
witlth hntlywnrk. But early in that decatie the car plant was
clnsetl and the attetnpt tn restart car prnductinn in 1954 after
a merger with Delahaye was shnrt-livetl.

l..»£L*¥.=.ii"‘“:;'-5'
% 194'? I'lo1cl\kiss¿1B&

Frunncl: sporting
butnutsporls

IIIRO (GB)
HRH was a partnership hetween EA. Halfnrtl. G.H. Rnhins
anti H.T. tfintlfrey. whn had heen the ‘Li’ nf ‘GM’. the mnst
fa tnnus anti successful tif1:".~ritislt cyclecars. The intentinn was
tn huild a car fnr the spnrtsman. and prntlttctinn hegan in
ltiljti. The simple. even dated. Stetttltin.-*s-engined HRG snnn
gaineti a reputatinn fnr heing a gnnd all-rnuntl car. equally
at hnme nn the rnad. the track. in trials nr in rallies tin 195?
nne finished secnnd in its class at Le Mttnsi. Since HRG5 were
hand huilt. and much mnre eitpensive than rivals such as
S-IG. fewer than #10 had heen tnade hy 1959. liy that time
HRS had switched tn Singer engines. which were mndified
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lnil:ulu|\onhnnH|lG¿l+e:lwifhoVÀMurcurycnginlh'iulingin I953

with the cn-npertttinn nfSinger. Apt-tn frnm a single Triumph-
engined car. shnwn at the 1'_-Jjt-i Lnndnn .'v1ntnr Shnw. HRG
was tn remain faithful tn Singer.

in the sellers‘ market nf the immediate pnstwar perit:-d.
HRG enjnyed snnte prnspcrity. and snme internatinnal
cnmpetitinn success talthnttgh a nne-nff Fnrmttla 3 car was
an unmitigated llnpi hut its rnad cars did nnt keep pace with
the times anti sales slumped in 1952. when a replacement
mndel appeared in 1955 it perhaps departed tnn far frntn
traditinnal HRG values while nnt heing ratlical ennugh tn
cnmpete with new makers such as I.ntus. Prnductinn ended
in 1956 anti HRG ct intinuetl as a general engineering cnncern.
later huilding snme prnmising prntntypes which might have
revived the marque. Llnfnrtunately. the death nf the then
nwner in liÀfi¿ scntched any such plans and snnn afterwards
the cnmpany went intn vnluntary liquidatinn.

I ‘I OO, I 939-SO. Postwar prod: 41 (total: 49). Htttj-‘s
small mn-del shared the simple ‘v"intage-style chassis tsnlid asles.
cart springs. frictinn dampers. minimal rigidity] nf the ‘1500'
hut was slightly smaller and had a 10?-tt't' -isihhp snhc Singer
Nine engine and Singer fnur-speed gearhnrt. Since HR(.Ts 1‘5fl(l
mndel had nearly 50 percent mnre ptrvwer fnr just 1t 1 percent
mnre tnnney. it is a wnnder that the I100 snltl at ail.

‘I BOO, ‘I939-55. Postwar prod: 126 (total: 133).
althnugh the l5t.10 had a tnp speed nf less than t-i5tnple"1_’>"Fktttlt
frnm its ntndified 1-'i9t5t‘t" {i1hhp snhc Singer engine. it enjnyed
a fair amntmt nf ctmtpetitinn success in the early pnstwar
years. the ttpes heingjnhn C-ntt winning a t.luupe tles Mpes.
A flesihle chassis. snlid t1l"tl-t_'S antl cahle hrakes speak nf the
1950s as dn the simple hut superhly prnpnrtitmetl lines.
Custnmers in the 1950s wanted snphisticatinn teven Mnrgans
were ativttncetl l‘i}'t.‘t1t11[3t1t‘1St"Jt'tlttÀtlltlll Hlttfi cnuld tin was tn
tiffer the Singer SM engine and hydrauiic hrakes in I955.
Twelve esamples nf the 1955 1500 series were snld.

FEW
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John Golf: HltG15DlJnn the 1951 Alpine ltttliy

I 500 'A0ro|lyI|||n|l|:", ‘I 946-1.. Prod: 30. Originally
designed in 19.59. this cnnsistetl nf a 1500 chassis with an
envelnping hndy hy Fns St T‘~lichnll mntmtetl nn nutriggers. All
left the factnry as npen twn-seaters hut the mnst successhtl in
cnmpetitinn was Haningtnn I?-rnckis. which had a cnup-E“ tnp.
Mt ire espensive than the sta ntlartl 1500. ‘Aerndynamics‘ were
nften hnught hy types whn wnuld nnt have tnuchetl the hasic
car hut they snnn fnttnd the tnttiitinnal HRt_'i values: a



I I‘

cnmhinatinn nfa llesihle chassis and a rnck-hard ride which
tentletl tn shake the hntly apart. Ivttist nf the cars have since
heen cnnvertetl hack tn tratlitinnal ‘Hurg‘ fnntt. anti are much
the hetter fnr it.
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HRG ‘Aerodynamic’
open Itnrtrs-ec|I'er in
I 943

I 5OO "I-|g|Il'\VI|g|Il"-. an aluminium tuhe nn wheels nr.
rather. three aluminium tuhes. these were standard 1500s
ntntlifietl anti lightened at Mt'inacn Mntnrs. Watftird. hy Jnhn
‘t‘t='y'er. 'I.ighrweights' were class winners at Le Mans and in the
Spa E-i Hnurs in I9-"i9. althnugh hnth successes were hy default
in thin fields antl. hecause the cars were sn rigidly sprung.
they finishetl ht ith races in a snrry state. As mndifted cars they
dn nnt appear separately in HRC-"s productinn lists.

MI Clllll, '| 955-50- Prod: 4. After prnduetinn dived tn
just sis cars in 195.3’: wnrk hegan nn a new car. This tnnk three
years tn finish anti was a ratlical tiepartttre frntn HRG practice.
witlt aliny wheels. all—indep-endent suspensinn. a 149?cc Singer
SM engine cnnvertetl tn tlnhc and rated at 10Shhp. and Palmer
aircraft dist" hrakes which were tnnttnted un the wheels with
the calipers nperating nn the inside nf the tlisc. at .iE.186? it was
espensive. the styling was nt III special. and nnr in the perspective
trf its cnntentpnraries was its specificatinn.

Singer was interestetl in the engine cnnversinn and at the
15.155 I.nndnn Mtittir Slttnv exhihited a car with an irnn versinn
nf the Hitti dnltc cylinder head. which suggests it was heing
serinusly cnnsideretl fnr prntluctinn. It was. hnwever. a victim
nf the Rnntes take—nver. as was HRG's ‘Twin Cam" engine.
hecause hefnre Inng the Singer hase unit was nn lnnger availahle.

--_-‘I-|__
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Twin Com HIIG. I955

Pn.srst'rt'pr.- Incretlihle thnugh it may seem. snme Hlitli 1500s
have heen made in Mnnteviden. Liruguay. Apparently lncal
fa rtners favnuretl Singer cars in the 1950s antl there is a ready
supply nf scrapped Singers. Mtist nf these tnndern Hlitjs
have heen snld in America.

_ l-l‘T'B_Fi_|[2

HS E GINEEI I G (USA)
In 1981 this cnmpany nffered the Hathaway W20 with a
fihreglass hndy which cnmhined elements nf the Mnrgan and
the BMW 528. Elustnmers cnuld huy a tuhular steel chassis.
which nnrmally tnnk Fnrd Pintn n.1nning gear. nr the hndy
cnttld he used nn any Triumph TR chassis. HS snld tum key
cars and fnr a while the car was alsn marketed in Britain.
The hndy later hecame the Hunter (USA).

HUNTER (AUS) seeJStS FIBHLEGLASS

HUNTER (USA)
Clriginally the H. S. Hathaway F.»’20. a 1930s style spnrts car
hased nn Triumph TH chassis. In 198'? the cnmpany was taken
nver hy the British firm. Tripns R ti: D tqv); the intentinn was
tn huild the prnducts nf hnth nutftLs in hnth cnuntries and re-
engineer the Hunter tn take Fnrd cnmpnnents. By the end nf
1990 such plans were suspended fnlinwing the cnllapse nf
the prnject. '

in-I,rI. ‘L Ff I

__L _ Hunter sports cur of
1"‘ the ntirl-1930:!

IIUTSO (GB)
I-Iutsnn tnnk nver pruductinn nf the Naylnr TF in 1986 fsee
l“~Iaylnr). Althnugh it maintained the Naylnr phiinsnphy nf a
quality hand-huilt prnduct. it alsn made a cnmpnnent versinn
marketed as the Mahcnn TF.

l'l BRIO (USA)
This late-198-05 maker ttsed the custnmised hndy nriginally
made hy its cnmpatriut. AIR. fnr the ‘HS’-Pnrsche. That car's
cltassis was used while suggested pnwer units were small-
hlnck American M65 nr a Mazda rntary unit.



IIINGA

ILIIIO (AUS)
An Australian attempt tn create a wnrld—class CE-'1' car .the
Ilinga AIR! nf I5‘-‘T’-"i was ltantlsnnte. well-engineered anti
prnperly develnped. Tnny Farrell. an Englislttnttn. designetl
this 2+2 cnupe with safety in tnind. He used a hns sectinn
chassis with three huilt-in rnll hars. independent suspensinn
all rnuntl. antl fnam-filletl fuel tanks. It had an attractive twn-
tlnnr aluminium lantly. The Eltihltp which its Leylantl -1't.tt-
litre ‘v’-ii engine tleliveretl was tttnre than adequate tn cnpe
with pnwer lnsses thrnugh weight. air ctmditinning. anti the
nptinnal autnmatic transmissinn-—tnp speed was arntmd
1.E5rnplt.--’2t_10kttth.

Unlike many cnntpanies with such prnjects. Ilinga Pty Ltd
set realistic prntluctinn sights antl even had a lnng—temt plan
fnr a successnr. tinfnrtunately this was alsn tlesignetl tn ttse
the engine frnm the 1.eyland Pitti salnnn. which has hecnme
knnwn as the "Us FIdsel'. when I.eyland's Australian nperatinn
cnllapsetl at the entl nf Ii}?-‘t. the Ilinga prniect was dnnmed.
Unly twn cars were matle.

| |=£|uA [B]
Fntmtietl in lS'0ti. Imperia specialised in medium-si;-ted
salnnns and spnrts mndels which snld in relatively small
numhers. In 121.5-i it hegan tn huild frnnt wheel drive cars
untier licence. and stain its nwn designs were tlrnpped tn
cnncentr.tte nn these. In IS-'55 it merged with the nther
surviving Belgian car maker. Minerva. This cnmpany
eninyetl a hrief pnstwar revival when it marketed the TAB.
a frnnt wheel drive spnrts car using a fnur-cylintler 1;ia0cc
Amilcar engine. a three-speetl gearhnit {with the lever nn
the tlashhnardi and hydraulic hrakes. Ah-nut 100 nf these
had heen tttade when. in IE1-"50. the cnmpany ctmcentrated
nn making Standard ‘v'anguartls and nther vehicles under
licence. vi-ilten the agreement with Standard-Trittmph
espired in I958. Imperia went intn liquidatinn.

The Amilcar-utrginacl
Imp-erin TAB, I94?

RIALSPEC ST l'l _ S(GB)
Mid-19S0s maker nf the ‘Jackaf. a traditinnally styled kit car
which nriginally used "v’atnthali Viva nr Magnum cnmpnnents
hut was later re-engineered tn accept Fnrd Cnrtina running gear.

I OCENTI (I)
Ctnce upnn a time. iiivltj prnducts were sn well thnught ni
that makers nverseas were pleasetl tn make them under
licence. amnng them Innncenti. makers nf the I.an1hretta
scnnter. They snmetimes atltletl lncally-styletl hntlies. such
as the lnvely shape Bertnne essayetl fnr the Mini. Innncenti
hecame part nf British I.eylantI t nr whatever it was calletl that
week I in 15‘-‘T-"'2. hut three years later BL pulletl nut. whereupnn
Innncenti ininetl the empire nf Alejantirn I"Je Tnmasn.

C/C¿llp¿, ‘I QOO-TO... Prod: approx 13.0{10.tTntlt-meath
the crisp styling there lurketl a Spritlget. which tnakes snme
enthusiasts wt.mder whey the Italian cnttld make such a pretty
car and the Iiritish cnttltl nnt. Twn styles were nfferetl. a mg
tnp hy Ghia and a cnupé styled hy t'Jsi. Hy the time prntluct inn
entletl in IEJTO. nnly the 1.1-litre enupe was nfferetl.
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I960 Innncenti 950

INSTITEC (RA)
Art nff-shnnt nfa gnvemntent-ni.vnetl aircraft cnmpany. Institec
was an attempt tn fnu nd an Argentine mt itnr industry. It made
a series nf cars. trucks. vans anti statinn wagnns using a fwd
twn-strnke twin deriveti frnm a I]i\"~I'£*' design. It was a shnrt-
lived prnject (1954-55} althnuglt it was later revived as the
Graciela. which was et]ua I ly sht rrt-lived tlespite using the classic
‘lit-tarthttrg engine. 1nstitec‘s llagship was the hidenusjusticial ista
Spnrts-—details are sketchy. hut its t'titrp{- hndy was nf fihreglass
and the 1.5-litre air-cn-nled engine was frntn Pnrsche.

Iq
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‘QI Institec Jus¿tinlislu
.._ Sports. 1954

_| 'r£__ psi wt (I/USA)
Frank Heisner. a Hungarian-hnrn American. fnuntietl
Intermeccanica in 1959 with the idea nf hringing tngether
the hest elements nf the Italian antl American autnmntive
industries. The cnmpany was invnlved in the making nf the

‘In



The Ford G-T40 was n genuine clunl-purpose ter. nnd while it seemed difficult
IoseItnt|Irnrcls1heencl1:fIi1e.IW'Au1nrnotive ntnithctsltteer-|c|n
cuclrernely popular mplicctr subio-ct since the nti-cl-I9'i"I.iIs. This is one of the

successful JWA-Gulf team curs in I915-B.





Con1poredwiththeCountoch.thedeTontosowasralhorrough and
teodywith its American VB and variable huild quality. However, it
was a genuinely iostcor and itwos in protluction for more than 20
years, albeit sometimes erratically. This is a GT5, with SiÀhhp

left: Lansborghini Countoch seemed an improbable show car in WTI but
was transformed into a sensational road cor by I'iI?'3. This I'??'5 car has
the original Bertnne lines little mamad by practical additions sud’: as the
radiator cawls and HAEA ducts. Later wide wheels and oerofoils did
little to improve the car's astonishing good looks
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IMP. Apnlln. Omega. and ‘v’etta ‘v'entura cars tnvt hut it alsn
made a numher nf cars under its nwn name. Amnng its nther
achievements was tn make a nttmher nf Maserati and Ferrari
rnatl ca rs a little tnnre practical hy re-wiring them: taking nut
the pasta. it was called.

Intermeccanica*s first car was the 'Italia‘ nf 1950. This was
an npen twn-seater similar in style tn the Omega anti was
pnwered hy a ='i.?—litre Fnrtl MS engine. It was created when
lteisner trailed up tn tnake a steel -hndied versinn nf the ’t"v't-t
Griffith which was called the Griffith Omega ttqv 1. Wltett this
prnject failed Iieisrter was left with nearly 150 spare
hndyv’chassis units. He arrangetl fnr Fnrd tn supply drive
trains and marketed the cars himself. selling 500 in the first
three years nf prnduetinn. In tans. a cnnvertihle versinn. the
‘Tnrinnl was nffered. with a chnice nf 5-litre nr 5.?-litre
engines. These cnntinued tn he successful and ahnut a
thnusand V8-engined Intemreccanica cars were made. the
last ertpressinn nf the line heing the IMX. with a lnvely
fihreglass cnupe hndy.

The stnry nf the cnmpany has many strantls: there is Jack
Griffith. maker nf the T‘i-‘Ii Griffith. whnse stnry is tnltl ttntier
'Griffith' and 'Gtmega'. and there is Erich Bitter. wltn suiti
Intermeccanica cars in Germany and whn made an
intrnductinn tn Opel. The ttpshnt nf this cnnnect inn was the
"Indra" cnupe. a steel-hndied car hased nn the flnnrpans nf
either the 2.t-I-iitre Gpel Admiral nr the tChevrnlet-derivetlI
5.-i-litre V8 Opel Diplnmttt.
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Intermeccanica Indra

These snld especially well in Germany tand led tiitter tn
estahlish his nwn marque) httt they were largely ignnreti in
the target market. America. This was ndd hecause. in tnp
spec. the Indra was gnnd fnr 150ntphr’2~i0kmh and 0-t'j0mph
in ahnut sis secnnds. in fact the style nf the cars and their
handling were widely admired. hut hefnre they cnuld get
intn their stride American emissinn and safety laws hegan tn
bite. In 19?5 the Turin nffice was clnsed anti the cnmpany
was re-lncated tn Califnrnia.

After the mnve the cnmpany prnspered cnmmerciaily but
the aip went frnm its prnducts and it made cnpies nf the
Pnrsche 556 Speedster nn ‘Wit Beetle flnnrpans and a grnss
*nnstalgia' car. the ‘La Crnsse’. which was hased nn Fnrd
rttnning gear with a 5.?-litre engine. Believed nn lnnger active.
Intemteccanica was a cnmpany which was esciting fnr a hrief
perind hut snmehnw failed tn carry thrnugh its early prnmise.

INVICIA

I--TER ATIO I. RESE
OTORSPO I C (USA)

A name like this perhaps evnkes an F1 team nr a majnr
campaign at Le Mans. ‘*iv’rt_ingl In the kit car wnrid nne Gnlden
Rule is that the grander the name the mnre mundane the
prntittct. In this case 1iiM was an nutfit which mndifietl
linntiac Fierns in the 191'-i0s sn that they lnnked as thnugh
they might he itnpnrts frntn Maranelln. Tn he fair. the finn
did carry nut suspensinn wnrk and nfferetl turhnchargetl
cnnversinns. which is mnre than tnnst sttch ntttfits attempted.

INVICTA (GB)
Ftruntletl in I925 hy hlnel Macklin anti IfJliver I.yie. Invicta
used prnprietary parts tn ma ke es pensive h igh-perfnrmanee
spnrting cars in small nutnhers. It had snme lncal cnmpetitinn
success with the 4.5-litre S Type nf 1951. hut fnltled in 15155.
Macklin went nff tn make the ltailtnn. using Hudsnn straight
eight engines. anti althnugh the finn revived hriefly it
disappeared again in l'§-H5. After the war there was a hrief
revival with the ‘Black Prince‘. Prniiectetl prntluctinn was 250
a year hut nnly 25 were snlti in all. ‘*»."i-’lten Invicta finally
fnlded in 1950 AFN hnught the assets and fnund it hatl
act|uired cnmpnnents fnr hundreds nf Black I-‘rinces. In the
early I9S0s the rigltt tn the name was hnught hy annther
cnmpany {see heltnvt.

IIIIIR ITPIIIIII, 'I 9 O-SO-i Prod: 25. A lusury spnrting
car. the Iilack Prince was snltl as a fnur-dnnr salnnn nf
markedly American style nr. mnre usually. as a twn-tlnnr
drnphead with traditinnal English styling. It was a very
cnmpleit design with a twin—plug tinhc straight sis ji-litre
Meadnws engine which delivered 12011-hp and drnve thrnugh
a fnrm nf cnnsta nt velncity transmissinn. This reiniceti under
the lahel nf the *Brnckhnuse hytlrn-kinetic turhn transtnitter'
and prnvided any ratin hetween 15:1 anti s'1..Z’.?:1. altltnugh it
didnit much like reverse. Suspensinn was independent all
rnund hy tnrsinn hars. hrakes were hydraulic as were the
huilt-in jacks. and hnth a radin anti heater were standard.
The trnuhle was that there were few takers fnr a radical new
design which weighed nearly twn ttms. had nnly a j-llI1'L‘
engine. anti carrietl a price tag nf .ii5ti9t1.

III
'§

Invicta Bloclt Prince saloon, I911-7



INVICTA _

.' (<31
In the early Ii)?-itts this cnmpany hnught the right tn ttse the
name ‘Invicta“ and nffered an evncatinn nf the pre-war car
wlticlt was hasetl nn _laguar running gear. The inevitahle
cntttprnmises which fnllnwed the use nf different sized
wheels and track tiimensinns meant that the result was a
part itly. lacking the cnhesinn nf the nriginal. Apart frnm the
prntntype few. if any. were made.

Invicta alsn essayed the ‘Tredecim‘ tLatin fnr *thirteen'i.
This was an evncatitm nftheJagttar K115. which snme regard
as the mnst heautiful spnrts-racing car ever huilt. even if it
never prnceetled h-eynnd a single prntntype. This appeareti
in 1'91-i--i hut. again. was nnt quite right- It appears that nnly
the prntntype was tnatie.
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I930: ‘Invicta’ [above] and W34 Invicta Troclocim prototype (below)

I VICT REPI.I _ (GB)
This cnmpany. which nffered a shnrt-lived Cnhra cnpy nf
the mitl-19-S0s. clearly had nnt lnnked up the wnrd ‘replica’
in a dictinnary.

IOTA (GB)
The men hehinti the Inta prnject were snme nf the fnunders
nf the 500cc racing rnnvement. and Inta made a cnuple nf
dntten single seaters fnr this class which. in 1950. hecame
the first lnternatinnal Fnnnula 5. In 1951 Inta prnduced a
prntntype remarkahle fnr heing perhaps the wnrld‘s first
spnrts car with mnnncnque cnnstructinn. Lnw and slippery.
it hati a mid-mnunted 550cc‘ Dnuglas Àat twin engine. anti
the all-independent suspensinn (slitting pillar frnnt. swing

asle rear with ratlius arms and a transverse leaf spring} was
mnuntetl nn tuhular suhframes. The prntntype was well
received hy the press. was snltl tn an authnr. and saw regular
service fnr several years.
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Iota

In 1952. the first prndttctinn tnntiel was shnwn. hut fnr
varinus reasnns nnly nne was made tthis survives and is a
very pleasant car tn drivel. It hatl a pretty ht itiy anti a 550cc
vertical twin itnyal Enfield engine. reputedly giving it-ihltp.
which drnve thrnu.gh a gearh-nit tnntiified frnm fnur speeds
tn three witlt the c.-dtl ratin used fnr reverse. There was still
i.r.s.. chain tlrive and. naturally. rtn tlifferential httt the swing
asles had given way tn fisetl-length tlrive shafts. and small
cnil springs mnunted in l't-vtsintt.

IPM (I)
IPM huilt a tiny GT cnupe in 10l’i0-(ii with a ntiti-mnttnted
twn-cylinder ti-’i5t*c Steyr-Puch engine. The cnmpany had
strnng cnnnectinns with lntemteccanica iqvi and the car's
hndy was styled hy Frank Heisner. Unly 21 were rnatle.

I SCIIE . (D)
First shnwn in 198-S. the Irmscher GT was a well-
prnpnrtinned. if hland. frnnt-engined 2+2 cnupf: hased nn
the flnnrpan nf the Ctpel Untegtt¿faushall Carltnn. The
engine was enlarged tn 5.0 litres tn give 19?hhp and drnve
thrnugh a special five-speed gearhnrt. Thanks tn very lnw
drag ta [Id factnr nf 0.2?5 was claimedl this meant a claimed
tnp speed nf 152ttipha’2si5krr1lt and 0-62mph in T9 secnnds.

I .O S ITIII (USA)
A 1980s cnpy nf the Bugatti Type 55. hased nn Fnrd running
gear with a chnice nf engines frnm 2-litre ‘Pintn' tn small-
hlnck vsa. Like sn many cars nf its type the final effect was
spniled hy mndem wheels and tyres. small heatllights. antl
dimensinns dictated hy the running gear.

ISOE (D)
The lsdera Imperatnr 101-ii was the creatinn nf Eherhard
Schula. whn had heen an assnciate nf Rainer Buchtnann at
h+h tqvl when he had created the h+h CW5] I. It was nnt



surprising. then. tltat the Imperatnr was fairl';.-' elnse tn that
ear and even used the periset".-pe wltielt replaeed tlte ttture
usual rear view ntirrnr. The eustntner nriginallj; hatl a ehniee
nl' Mereetles-Hen;-1 nr Pnrsehe ‘v'H engines whieh prnntisetl
the it-t'jtltttpl1 sprint in under five secnnds. Iiv 1ET'9{} the
spet‘il“it‘;ttinn ltttd settled and Fvlereedes-Hena engines.
ranging frnrn 5 tn {'1 litres, were nffered in a tuhular llrarne
witlt indepentlent suspensinn all rnund hv enil springs and
tintthle wishhnnes. Bntlies were nf fihreglass. A Eipvder
versinn witlt a high T-har and fttssv srvling hehind it had
presenee hat nnt. perhaps. line. H}.-' 1990 tntal prevtluetinn
had reaehed ahnut .34 eaeh nl' the F-pv-:.ler and Irnperatnr.
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lsderu Imperatnr

ISQ ll]

P»-1t1tt1revt'le ntannfaeturer Isn started the huhhle ear era;-:e in
1955 with its 'lsetta '. whieh was ntade under lieenee in Gennanv
(save. Franee t"\.-’l*ILAJ‘*vll. Spain t¿nrgwarti-Isn), and Brazil
ilsn-Itnntii. 1:!-etween 1955 and 1962 the iinn ntade nn mnre
ears hut tlten it eante up witlt a design as far rent-t'Jved ft'nnt a
huhhle ear as it is pnssihle tn imagine. a fnur-seat GT ear with
a 5-.-='i-litre Cltevrelet engine. Isn ears were in prnduetinn until
1'5J?=i_ when the enntpanv heeante a vietim nl‘ a numher nf
eireurnstanees. The energy erisis was nne faetnr hut there were
alsn ¿naneial and lahuur prtthlents tvhieh had the elTeet elf
narrtzrwing the priee gap hetween Isn and rnakes sueh as Ferrari
and Maserati. Thus an eseiting mid—engined 5.5—litre rwn-seat
prntntype designed lav C-inttn Biaaantini. the ‘v'aredn. did nnt
reaeh prt)dL|etit':.-n.

Then the linttnder. Renae ltivnlta. died and the Àrrn was
taken nver liq; his st an. The enntpanv was snld tn an Attteriean
rellrigeratnr ntanufat.'turer hut it was hanknapt in 19?? Annther
enntpanv. Enneaeta, was fnrntetl and. hetween l9T"6 and 19?9.
made a srnall numher nf Lele and Fidia models.

I|‘I'G|l'll, ‘I Q62-TU... Prod: 797. This was sintilar in style
tn the t¿rrrtinn-H.eeit]e_ hat then hnth ears were styled lay
Bertnne. iztnth had fnur-seat hndjvwnrk. a ‘iii-litre Chevrnlet
engine iwith up tn 555l:|itp}. tlise hral-{es nn all fnur wheels.
enil spring and dnuhle wishhnne frnnt suspensinn and a de
Dinn rear asle. The Rivtaltas platfnrttt ehassis was the wnrk
ni Gin-ttn Biaaanini. ltnwever. and the ear fared rather hetter
titan the Gnrdnn~l'£eehIe. Despite its t~"i;!rttplt.r';22i-lkntlt tnp
speed, and ti-¿tlmph in eight seen-nds, it never had the eaehet

ISO
 F

nf Italian ears with rne-re fantnas lfiadges. Dptinns ineitale-;l
wire wheels. a lql‘v'ti'-t-ipt:'t:Ll gettrl?-tnt. autnntatie transrnissinn
and air -ennclitinning. The Fidia was in efieet a fnur-dnnr
lnng-wheell}ase versitm nt the Hivnlta. styled In.’ Ghia and
intended as a high-speed eruiser. After 1‘-F55 it was ¿tted witlt
Fnrd "v"i-l engines. 192. were huilt.
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Isn llivoliu coupé [nbcwe] nncl Four-door Fidiu ll:-elaw]

1- _=_,.___,_ ¿ri-

Glil¿, '| 955-T - Prod: 504. Using a shnrtened versinn
ef the Rivnlta ehassis. the Grifn had a splendidly aggressive
shape, enurtesv nf Bertnne. Fnr the Faint elf heart there was the
starter ntudel with nnly ¿¿Àlahp. whieh was gnnd fnr
lL’itJtnph.»’22‘5l<.ntl1. Fnr thnse with hairy ehests there was a
5(r3hhp_ whieh was gnnd fnr 161mpl1!'260l—anlt and ti-(wtimph
in seven seennds:. fnr thnse with ntassive spheres. there was a
4U{}hl1p T’-litre versinn I191] were ntadel whieh meant nearly
1Bt]ntpltf29Ul-mtlt—and the ehassis enped well. Frnm the early
19?Us the nnse was revised tn impreve air penetratinn and there
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were llaps nver the headlights. as un the Daytnna. A lightweight
versinn nf this ntn-del was ntade by Liiararnni. as the ‘E-itr'ada'.
with ise-'s apprnval.

I-Ili, ‘I Q‘?-T9-. Prod: 317. Intended as a replacement
fnr the Rivnlta. and using the same chassis. the Lele actually
nverlapped the Rivnlta fnr neariy twn years. Bertnne was
respnnsihle fnr the hntzly. which had snmething nf the Dinn
trra ahnut it. The Lele had all the usual lmtury nptinns hut
Fnrd engines replaced Chevrnlet frnm 1975. Isn alsn made a
special editinn nf the car called the 'Marlhern'. after the
cigarette cnmpany. This apparently ndd link came ahnut
when hnth cnmpanies were invnlved as spnnsnrs in nne n-F
Frank ‘vi’illi;t:tts' early F1 effnrts under the nante ‘Isn-Marlburcf.
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Isn Lele

ISO F CIIIIIII {ll
Frnnt its fnundatiun in 1900. Isutta-Fraschini hecame nne nf
the great nantes in the Italian autnmntive industry and fnr a
time heft:-re the First tilifnrlcl War it was Italy's mnst prnlific
maker. It hecame knnwn fur its lusury cars and high speed
tnurers {which were the cert! Gran Turismn cars) hut by 1956
tlte cnmpany was making nnly trucks. and thnse were MAI“-I
designs huilt under licence.

After the Secnnd Wtirltl ‘War Isntta-Fr-aschini attempted a
cnmersack fnr at that time the wnrld"s mntnr industry was
hasically a hlank piece nf paper nn which anynne cnuld
write his name. Its nffering. the fnursseat Tipn HG Mtintertisa.
was an advanced piece nf kit: an snhc fist-litre 'v'H engine

lsutlu-Fruschini BC cnnvertihle

(prnduetinn mndels were destined tn have a 254-flee unit)
was mnunted at the rear nf a platfurm ehassis and drnve
thrnugh a five-speed all-synchrnmesh gearb-as with
nverdrive tnp. Hydraulic hrakes were ¿tted and the
independent frnnt suspensinn was by rubber in enmpressinn.

A number ef cnachbuilders uffered bndies: Zagatn essayed
a sleek fastback streamliner. Tnuring made a mnre
cnnventinnal clnsed car, and Eionesehi built a ee-nvertible. Only
sis ears had been made when. in 1950. the Italian gnvemment
liquidated the cnmpany tn prevent its hanlcnaptcy. Isntta-
Fraschini passed thrnugh nther hands and still esisted in 1990,
engaged in general engineering aetivities

I55 (GB)
Shnrt-lived mid-1930s maker nf the ‘Kestrel’. a ¿breglass
evncatinn nf the 19505 Riley Kestrel nn a ‘WW Beetle ehassis
which was availahle as a kit nr cnmplete ear.

A rarity this. fnr it was an italian-American hybrid made in
1950. A simple chassis. tnrsinn bar suspensinn, a Fnrd VB
engine and a Farina hndy were the ingredients, and America
was the target market, but nnly a tiny number were made
and serinus product inn never gnt under way.
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In 1950 jnhn A. Gri¿iths tried tn interest the public in a basic
spnrts car using Fnrd V8 Pilnt running gear in a simple tuhular
frame tepped by a ‘streamlined’ h0dy—a similar fnrmula tn
Allard‘s 1952 saw all such firms take a dive and JAG Cars nf
Thames Dittnn fnlded. It was revived in 1954 as RG5 Autnmntive
Cnmpnnents Ltd which marketed a smaller versinn nf the car
using the Fnrd 11?2cc Àat-head fnur. Snme MG—pnwered cars
were alsn made and these achieved mnderate success. RG5 was
nnt strnng ennugh tn weather the bumpy ride which fnllnwed
the 1956 nil shnrtage. and espired. Ah-nut 50 cars were made
in all. and snrne chassis frames were snld tn special hailders.

J GU . {GB}
‘William Lynns and Williant Walmsley set up Swallnw Sidecars
in 1922 in Biackpn-nl and by 1927 had begun tn nffer special
spnning bndies nn pnpular chassis The cnmpany mnved tn
Cnventty the fnllnwing year and in 1951 marketed its ¿rst car.
the rakish E-I51 twn-dnnr spnrts salnnn. which used Standard
cnmpnnents (including that firm’s side valve sis-cylinder
engines} in a special chassis. Frnm the start 55 nffered ‘West
End style at East End prices. Thnugh the cnmpany prnspered.
snme sneered and called the cars "Wardntir Street Eientleys'.
nr wnrse. Yet. asjaguar. the cnmpany was tn su rpass Hentley's
recnrd at Le Mans

After the Secnnd ‘Wrirtd ‘War. the cnmpany name was
changed tn_Iaguar F55‘ had acquired unfnrtunate cnnnntatinnsl.
“witlt a range nf mndels using the remarkahle sis-cylinder dnhc
5-442cc *1-CK‘ engine. Jaguar ni1"ered matchless value fnr rnnney.
It grew. tnnk nver firms such as Elaimler and Cnventry Clima:-t.
and then merged with EMC in 196?. when the grnup hecame
British Mntnr Hnldings. In turn this became British Leyland in
1912. During the 19?tIs the marque declined—indeed it came
clnse tn being ased. The appnintment nf _]nhn Egan as chief
e:-tecutive in 1980 saw a revival in fnrtunes and _laguar again
nperated as a separate entity until in 1984 it was launched nn
the Lnndnn fitnck Exchange. Success cnntinued hut the
cnmpany was still tnn small tn survive as an independent and
in 1989 was hnught by Fnrd.

XIII‘, I,‘-Q-Ila Pi 12,078. When develnpment
nfjaguars Mk VII salnnn. which was tn be the first tn have the
EH engine. tnnk lnnger than expected. the cnmpany decided
tn drum up interest by cutting and shutting the chassis and
¿tting a twn-seater aluminium rnadster bndy. It was planned tn
sell nnly 240 but the cars lnnks. price and perfnrrnance caused
a sensatinn. Fnr £998 jaguar nffered the mnst heautiful. and the
fastest. prnduetinn car in the wnrld; a demand that might have
been fnreseen led _laguar tn re-engineer it with a steel bndy.

Apart frnm the initial hatch nf 2-=it"i. serinus prnduetinn gnt
under way in late 1949; with 12U+tttphr"190+kmh tnp speed

JAG-UAR

and ill-I50ittplt in ten secnnds. _]aguar‘s nnly prnhlem was
making ennugh. Fiince style carries all. buyers accepted the
cramped cnckpit. small luggage space. inadequate headlights
and pnnr hrakes. A fisted-head cnupe was made frnm 1951.
and its lnnks nutweighed the claustrnphnbia. There was alsn
a special perfurmance versinn nf the engine. with nutput
increased frnnt 1¿t]hltp tn liitihhp. A drnphead cnupé was
nffered frnm 1953.
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C TYPO, '| F51 -53.Pro-cl: 53._]aguar had raced the }{]~Zl2i1
in 1950 but fnund it was tn-n fragile in rnad races such as the
Mille Miglia {the chassis flesedll. and tnn slcrw fnr events such
as Le Mans. The cnmpany therefnre huilt a special car i EH11 ZOCI
with a space frame. an aerndynamic II nnt ‘streamlined'1 hndy
designed hy ea-aircraft man Malcnlm ii-ayer. and a 21Uhhp
versinn nf the XE engine. Frnnt suspensinn was hy dnuhle
wishhnnes and tnrsinn bars. like the }II{12t.1. but in place nf
that car's semi-elliptic springs the live rear axle was carried hy
twin trailing at"IT15. tnrsinn hars and a Panhard rnd.

The first three cars built became jaguars I951 Le Mans
entries. and nne wnn at recnrd speed. It was then nffered
as a ‘catalngue' mndel and the first three Wtirld Champinns.
Farina. Fangin and Ascari. hnught them as rnad cars. whiclt
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suggests what they thnught nf Ferraris. .7\lumernus nther
ct }1"l"l[7L‘Illlt}Tl successes were achieved. mnst nntahly victnry
at l.e Mans in liFi;'r. where_laguar's use nf Dunlnp disc brakes
was decisive. iiisc hrakes had heen arnund fnr a lnng time
hut that win prtwed them heynnd -questinn.

XIII-U, ‘Q54-511 Prod: 8384. This was really an
ttpdated Ztiisilitt. and rnadster. cnupe. and drnphead cnupe
mn-dels were nfferetl frnm the start. all nn the familiar lie.-s
sectinn chassis. Pnwer went up tn l‘:1*Uhltp i2ifJhl'|p fnr the
iipecial Iinuipment mt 1-deli. nverdrive hecame an nptinn. and
snme late mndels had autnmatic transmissinn. New. heftier
humpers and fewer grille hars are identity marks and the
cnckpit was ntuch rnnmier. partly due tn the engine being
mnved fnrward jin. The cnupe had a smnnther rnnf line and.
like the drnphead. an nccasinnal rear seat. Tnp speed was
ahnut ljtirttplt-»""Etill-zrnh and i_I--ndittplt time was t-1.11 secnnds.
with imprnved handling and hrakes. and less tendency tn
nverheat than its predecessnr.
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ilÀllÀ lined-head wrupé

III SQ, '| Q57-G I - Prod: 9395._|agt1ar's last XE. spnrts
car was heavier and mnre refined. a 'snft' car hy cnmparisnn
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tn the I-‘{I'~i1Ei.i. sn altltnugh it was the mnst cnntpetent nf the
line and. in tenns nf annual prntluctinn. the mnst pnpular.
it dnes nnt ncnv attract the prices nf the earlier cars. It was
availahle in rnadster. cnupe and drnpltead versinns. and
autnmatic transmissinn hecame a pnpular npt inn since ntnst
went tn the States. it had disc l".'.-rakes nn all fnur wheels. nne
nll the first cars in the wnrld sn et]uipped. Initially. pnwer
nptinns were as the Iii]-iii hut the manual-nnly ‘Ff variant
nf i9‘ii-i had EH-Oiihp. Later that year. all cars received a ;i?t~i1cc
engine which gave the hase car .i~-.itIhhp and the '5‘ at¿liltp.
Hince nnly liihli ‘Ff mndels were made this is nnw the mnst
desirahle. especially as the 31.1-i-litre versinn was gnnd fnr
l¿hntplt.-*'E19kmlt and ti-hiltttplt in seven secnnds.

IK$$, ‘I 957- Prod: 16. Three Le Mans victnries made
the _laguar I) Type legendary hut it nnly wnrked nn fast.
smnnth tracks—the nnly nne whiclt ran in the Mille Miglia
shnnk apan. _laguar had a Int nf surplus I) Type parts and
decided tn dispuse nf thent hy huilding a versinn with full
weather equipment. humpers. etc. (Innstructinn was pure D
Type: an aluminium central mnnncnc|ue and a triangulated
tuhular frnnt suhfr:ame which estended intn the mnnncnque
as a hackhnne: tnrsinn har and wishhnne frnnt suspensinn;
and a live rear asle lncated hy twin tnrsinn-sprung trailing
arms and an nffset A-bracket. The ifiiiiti alsn had the D's
advanced aerndynamics. disc hrakes. and a E-tlliltp dry sump
¿st-ilcc engine which made it the fastest tt(1IJittplt..="‘E(i~0knthI
and hest-handling rnad car nf its day. Alas. after In had heen
cnmpleted a disastrnus fire at the factnry killed it.

1. if
J L

IIZ55, I95?

l 3-I, I Q5 I IQ‘. Prnd: 15,490. In essence the
E was a prnductinnised D Type. alheit with a rear tuhular
subframe tn carry the new independent suspensinn: twin cnil
springs. fised drive shafts and lnwer wishhnnes. and radius
amts. When annnunced the E was the mnst heautiful car in
the wnrid tfnr ahnut .£-30-HUI). and it hecame an icnn nf the
19605. witlt Z¿iihhp frnm the j_-i?i-I1ct' XE engine. 1~"i’i+ntphr"
Zji¿kmh and U-¿tlntph in 12 secnnds were pnssihle; rnad
testers actually esceeded 1"5i.1ntplt hut. fnr reasnns which
remain unesplained. custnmer cars cnuld nnt quite match the
speed nf the cars supplied tn the press...

With that perfnnnance. and style. few cnmplained that the
cnckpit was cramped. the luggage space lintited. the engine
gnhhled nil. nr that the hrakes were inadequate if the car
was driven at its limit. it was availahle in rnadster and cnupé



fnrms. and mnst snld in Britain were cnupes. Few custnnters
anywhere hnught the rnadster-based hardtnp nptinn. it was
nnt then anticipated that rust wnuld become a big problem.
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E Type 3.8 roadster

Llgllfwllghl I Typo, I on-64.. mat 15.1‘-I Types
snnn appeared nn the circuits but were nutclassed by cars
such as the Ferrari 25tlGTtI1. which shnuld have surprised
nnbndy hecause the _]ags were inespensive. massvprnduced
rnad cars. jnhn Cnnmbs. a leading private entrant. instigated
a develnpment programme with his cars which received
wnrks assistance and led _laguar tn build special cars fnr
selected buyers.

Each nne differed but the menu included an aluminium
mnnncnque and bndy panels; a five-speed ZF gearh-ns; an
engine with an aluminium hlnck. wide-angle ‘D Typel cylinder
head. and Lucas fuel iniectinn; Dunlnp allny wheels; revised
suspensinn geometry; imprnved brakes. Each car was essentially
a wnrks-huilt special. hand-made tn the buyers requirements.
Ail. hnwever. had pnwer nutputs in escess nf 265hhp (nutputs
as high as 54~4hhp were recnrded) and they have becnme
regarded as the ultimate espressinn nf a great line.
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l I--2, ‘I Q55-¿l-: Prod: 17.520. The ageing Kit
engine was increased tn -=i255cc; pnwer remained at Z¿¿laltp
but torque was increased and mid-range pickup imprnved.
Rnadster and cnupe styles were again listed. respective
prnduetinn figures being 95511 and ???i]. Detailed
refinements included mnre cnmfnrtable seats. radial tyres
frnm 1966. and synchrnmesh nn ¿rst gear—but the fnur-
speed gearbn:-t still wnn nn prises fnr smnnthness. Mnst went
tn the States. but a larger prnpnrtinn than hithertn stayed in
Britain. At half the price nf an Astnn Martin. nr a third of the
price of the cheapest Ferrari. the E Type was surpassed nnly
by the Lamborghini Miura in terms nf presence. yet it wnuld

JAGUAR

retum atlmpg and cnuld he serviced hy even a village garage.
The E Types unheatahle fnmtula has yet tn he matched.

E Type 11.2 roadster

I ma 4.2 2+2... 1900-ea. ms 5600. :1 Type
style fnr the family man. althnugh the estra 9in in length and
raised rnnf line spniled the caris lnnks. and fnr that reasnn
it is cheaper than a twn seater tnday. Like sn many +2 cars.
the rear seats were strictly fnr very ynung children. and the
estra space was prnhahly tttnre useful fnr luggage; it was
the nnly E Type in which twn penple cnuld undertake a lnng
tnur withnut calling at a launderette every few days. Made
nnly as a cnupe. it was the nnly si:-t—cylinder B Type available
witlt autnmatic transmissinn tthe re-engineered flnnrpan
made it pnssihle tn fit a Bnrg-Warnerautnmatic transmissinn}.

I ‘lypc 4.2 ||.. 1 909-11 . Prod: 18.808. Frnm
ahnut 19136 nn. the fieries I 4.2 began tn receive mndificatinns
sn that late cars were ‘Series Ii/i *. Identity features nf Series II

|ln'I'
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Saries ll E Type litre-rl-In-nd lubovol and 2+2 {below}
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cars are npen headlights and raised huntpers tn meet Uii
requirements hut itttprnvetttents included new switchgear.
cnllapsihle steering cnlttntn. and twin electric fans. Pnwer
steering was an nptinnal estra but autntttatic transntissinn
remained esclusive tn the +.i. ‘tlifeigltt increased nver the years
sn tltese later cars had snnte perfnnttance sltaved nff. hut
ls'l.intphr"E2tikntlt was quite fast ennuglt fnr mnst penple. and
was hetter titan the lE5ntph.»"' lillkmh the l?9hhp de—tns.ed
American versinn cnuld manage.

I '|'1|l0 §Ol'|Ol Ill, '| 911 -T5. Prod: 15.087. The E Type-is
perft tnttance was rest: ired hy the first ntass-prnduced V12 engine
fnr nver EU years The chassis frnnt the Cttupé +3 was used fnr
the new £T".i‘.lthp snltc 55-"ijcc engine which meant that the nld
twn-seat cnup-e 'wa.s drnpped. Mitre brightwnrk. a veg—dicer grill.
wir.ler wheel arches and. ttsualiy. ungainly disc wheels are
identity features and snttte nf the re:tsnn why enthusiasts nnw
prefer -Itieries l cars tntlters heing that a 1s'iZntpl1r’22Bkrr|lt tnp
speed and U-fttltttplt in as secnnds were nnt mttch tn shnw fnr
ten years nf develnpment}. Nevertheless the engine was a gent.
muscular yet silky. and let it nnt he fnrgntten that it fnnned the
hasis fnr a Le Mans-winning car. iust like the imntnrtal itlsi unit.

Altltnugh the styling hnre the signs nf a middle-aged
spread. cnckpit space was sensihle. details such as ventilatinn
were greatly imprnved. pnwer steering was standard and
autnntatic transtttissinn was an nptinn. It was a great car. httt
we are still waiting fnr the F Type.
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E Type S-alias lll VI! roadster, 19?!

Prtstst“n]'tl. The E Type was drnpped in favnur nf the X15. whiclt
ltas nnt heen included in a hnnk nn spnrts cars. Arnnng nther
reasnns. the E Type was _]aguar’s idea nf what a spnrts car
shnuld be. and the }{_]ii ran in i and wnn} the Eurnpean Tnuring
Gar Champinnsltip. which makes it a tnuring car. Even the
twn-seat cahrinlet variant intrnduced in 1985 was nnt a
replacement fnr the E Type. althnugh elsewhere in this bnnk
are entries fnr snme nf the finns t Arden. Lister. and 'l"'tlv’li'l
wltich ltave ttsed the XJS as the hasis fnr interesting variants.

jaguars nwn prnpnsed replacement fnr the E Type.
lngically dubbed the F Type. was built in prntntype fnrm
and was tested in the late 198[ls althnugh _laguar nnly
adntitted tn the car's esistence in tttid—l9")f.l. after the decision
had been made tn scrap it. It was a handsnme cnupe hearing
snme resemblance tn a Fininfarina cnncept car nf 19?9 and
tn the E Type. altltnuglt it was shnner. Cnde—nanted "K141".
it had a ¿siilhhp twin-turhn versinn nf jaguars 3.6-litre
straight-sis engine and was hased nn the Ànnrpan nf the
1986 X16 salnnn. The cnmhinatinn nf the salnnn car hase
and the estra plumhing required hy the turhncharging
systent. plus essentials such as air cnnditinning. meant that

the prntntypes were nverweigltt. and that cnnsideratinn
caused the idea nf fnur wheel drive tn be drnpped quite late
in the prngratttttte.

The weight nfthe car affected its acceleratinn. and it cnttld
nnt achieve its target nf U-tifltttplt itt arnund sis secnnds. By
19911. the idea that it ntigltt he hrnugltt in at under .51-5{l.ilil(l
had alsn prnve-d false and the cnncept was abandnned hy
the new (Fnrtll management. The real prnltlent was that its
gestatinn perind had been tnn lnng. fnr _Iaguar‘s resnurces
had heen stretched hy the new }‘{_]i't. In any case. _]aguariipnn
ta partnership hetweenjaguar and 'l"#3'l/’lil had in the pipeline
hntlt the XIEEU and the 1‘sI_lli- 15. twn super cars wltich hetween
thent had ennugh charisma tn fly the flag fnr_]aguar.

J ll PORT (GB)
Frnnt 191-19 this cnntpany. a inittt venture hetweettjaguar and
'l“‘~.'1I-"it. marketed custnntised and tttndified versinns nf_]aguar
rnad cars and huilt twn supercars. the '.‘sI_I£E'.l'_l and the I*<I_lli-15.

The }C_IH-15 cattte first in 19911 and was cnnceived as a
rnad gning versinn nf the_Iaguar li9li. wlticlt wnn at Le l'vla:ts
in 191%-i. Althnuglt hased nn Tnny 1'-'-nutltgate's design. it was
cnntpletely re-engineered tn make rnad use a pnssihility and
the hndy was styled by lieter iitevens. the ntttst:tttding stylist
nftlte iiliriils and respnnsihle fnr the revised Lntus Esprit. the
1989 Elan. and the i‘rlcLaren Fl supercar.

The sFtlll'Jll[‘l ft-litre ‘v'll' engine was mid-mnunted tin a
cnmpnsite carhnn fihre and Hevlar ntnnncnquel and.
fnllnwing cnmpetitinn practice. it was a fully-stressed ntenther
whiclt carried the re:tr suspensinn and sis-speed gearhns.
Its siae was reduced frnnt the "F-litre versinn use-d nn the Le
Mans sn that it wnuld nnt nut-perfnrnt the heavier ItI_|2£i.l.

Fnr the sante reasnn. the }i_]H-15 was nfficially snld as a
racing car itn ¿ll lucky penplel fnr the lntercnntinenta]
Challenge. Gtnly three races were run. and why did the car
ltave pnp-up lteadligltts. indicatnrs_ huntpers. and a practical
ground clearance? It was said at the time that any Grnup C
car cnuld be ttt:ade rnad—legal hut it is surely nnt a cnincidence
that it was easier tn du nn the }tIjl§i—l5 than nn any ntlter.

The K1220 wlticlt was first sltnwn in 1991 derived frnnt a
prntntype wlticlt snnte _lagu:tr engineers had ntade in their
nwn time fnr the sheer lnve nf it. It ltad an aluminiunt
mnnncnque. a turbncltarged 5-slhhp 5.5-litre ‘v'{: engine and
was nf¿cially timed at nver Zl¿mplt. Snme pntential
custnnters. ltnwever. felt they had heen clteated hy the
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intrnductinn of the RIR-15 and hy the fact that the car had
a to engine. not a ‘v'l.i'.. kt-"ltere:ts the 3'{_IR-1’: was a racer
wltich cnnverted tn a rnad car. the }~i_l.E2ll was the reverse
attd wnn tlte GT class at Le Mans in l9‘}‘fi. nnly tn he
disqualified nn a tecltnicality.

.| cps [A]
This was a 19h~'i attempt tn market a ntini-GT car based on a
Eiteyr-iiuch chassis. whiclt meant a dumpy fastback fibreglass
hndy on the ntecitanical elentents of a tuned Austrian-built
Fiat 500. A tnp speed nf 90:ttpltr"la5ktttlt was claimed. It is
doubtful if ntnre than a handful were ntade.

JANKEI. [GB]
After Rnhert ilankel. fnunder of liantlter ‘tlifestwinds. sold his
cnntpany he estahlisited iinbert jankel Design Ltd tn huild
modified lusury cars. such as stretch lintns and cnnvertihle
Ferraris and Bentleys. sold under the marque name Le
Marquis. In 19B?’ Le Marquis shnwed a new model. the ‘Gold
Label". and prodttction tat the heady rate of two a year} began
twn years later. Linder the aluminium convertih-le ltody was
the running gear of a Bentley Turhn E. which gave a
lfisintplt.-"".3isiiikmlt tnp speed and 0-(tlintph in ¿ve secnnds. It
alsn meant that qttality was assured since _]anl-tel is the nnly
maker to wltnnt Rolls-Royce has released cnmpnnents. ever.

Fnr paupers wltn cnuld not lay hands on the quarter of a
ntillinn pounds which Le Marquis required for its Bentley
ntndel. the contpany intrnduced a turbocharged two-door
versinn of the_laguar 1-{I6 whiclt was sold as the Le Marquis
Est]-"it'l t§;r:upe.jagt1:tr had planned a tvvo-door versinn of the
}i_lti hut ased the project dtte to the cnst of developntent.

In late 1990 _l:tnkel sitowed the Tempest. a 200mph car
based nn the Chevrnlet Gnrvette and like it availahle only
witlt left hand drive. It was not marketed underthe Le Marquis
lahel httt hadged llivttpest hr Rrrbenjrrrtlzrtf. The convertible
lsievlar ltndy twith a detacha.hle ltardtnp as a standard item}
cntttbined elements of hotlt the cntttemporary Corvette and
the Stingray {spniled hy fussy intakes and side strakes) and
was ntnunted on a Cnrvette All-1 cltassis. The engine.
ltnwever. was a supercharged. water-injected. (t.?-litre GM
‘vii-1 of a type developed in America for drag racing. This unit
prnduced a massive 555hhp and. even ntore astonishing.
608ll.trTt torque. wltlch ntade it one of the most muscular
engines ever let loose on the rnad.

That pnwer was delivered thrnugh the Cnrvettes fnur-
speed autntttatic nr via a special version of the Eli-1's sis-
speed ZF manual gearhott and _]ankel claimed a top speed

Robert Jnulnol witlt the
- Temp-est in I999

JBM

of over 200mphff520kmh and 0-60mph in 3.5 seconds. Cars
were made to special order and the level of trim and finish
was eaceptionally high. as on all of JankeI‘s cars. It was a
sign of the times that even though it had a price tag of around
ii-100.000 it was reasonahly priced. for it was easily the
cheapest of the 200mph sttpercars.

I815 FIBIIEGLASS [AUS]
This Sydney-based firm began by making body shells for
special builders and. in 1969. tried marketing complete cars
iust as any numher of similar British and American fimts had
embarked on the road to ohlivion. Bearing some similarity
to the Heron Europa. the Hunter coupe was a two-seater
dual purpose road-cnmpetitinn car. It had a tubular chassis.
Hnlden running gear. and was much admired but it appeared
ton late which esplains why no more than a couple of dozen
were made.

The Hunter was designed by Len Moir and_]&5 made small
numhers of his Moir-Renault fqvl sports car. Moir later
designed some buggies and other off-road vehicles for _Iiir5
along with some fibreglass ltardtops.

JBA (GB)
Fottnded in 19B2._lBA first offered the ‘Falcon’. a high quality
Fnrd Cnrtina-sourced kit car with ‘traditional’ {1930s} styling
whiclt was a cnmhinatinn of MG and SS influences. JBA
followed this with a conservatively styled four-seater Targa-
tnp convertible based on the Ford Capril ll. In 1990 the
company was concentrating on the Falcnn model in four-
seater {Tourer} form and the twn-seater Falcnn sports.
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1939 Falcon Sports

JB [GB]
Made hetween 1946 and 194B. the_lBM was a light. hasic. ‘dual
purpose" car with a very long wheelhase. a little like an Allard
_I2}{. Powered by a modi¿ed 5-.6—litre Ford VB Pilot engine.

..._
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fmnt}. ltydraulic hrakes. and a l5fJh-hp 5.9-litre Me;tdows
engine (which had terrihle vibration at a point in the rev range}.
For the PWA of 1949 an Austin straight-sis. was specified. ¿ne
PW was a drnphead. with a powered hood. but only four of
the seven cars made were actually sold. The PW was not a
sports car. or even a sporting car. hut it bred a line.

lllIOI'@Q|IltII', ‘I 950-57. Prod: 87. The Interceptor was
based on the PW chassis hut the frame was shortened by 12in.
rear suspension was by senti-elliptics and. curiously. early cars
ltad ltydro-ntechanical hrakes. althouglt full hydraulics were
soon back again. The engine was the -fl-litre wltich
powered the Austin A125 Eiheerline. and the Interceptor was
a high-geared. long-legged tottrer wlticlt would cruise all day
at B5-90mplt. First offered as a -conveniltle 125 ntade}. a hard
top model was added in 1952. when overdrive was fitted as
standard. _Iensen‘s association with Austin included making a
scaled-down Interceptor body on the A40 cltassis which was
sold as the A40 Sports.

ale, ‘L-
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Tltellilittlinterceplorcettve-rlible

'| , I 9 l9. Prod: 225. One of the outstanding cars
of its time. the 541 had a shortened Interceptor chassis. with
a stunning body made of ¿breglass Although the material was
then new to British car makers. the finish of the 541 ltas rarely
been equalled. let alone bettered. Required to pull only 5l65|b.
the torquey Austin engine would prttpel the 5-ill to l15ntph.»’
1B5l-tmh in overdrive top (and take steep hills in it..s stride} ltut
the lower gears were not entirely suitahle. Bervo-assisted
brakes were ¿tted from the start. then late in 1956. the 541
became one of the very first cars to have disc brakes all round.
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Jensen 541. 195-ll

5‘-ll, '|,51-‘Q- Prod: 20-0. A twin-carb 150bhp
version of the Austin engine ntade for a l25mphr’l9Bkmlt
mattimum speed with acceleration to match. Add to that the
many virtues of the 541 plus improved ride fAnnstrong
dampers} and rack and pinion steering. and the wonder is

that so few were snld. it was practical. well appointed and
¿nished. and had a respected hadge. The troultle was that
_laguar was tttaking the 5.-B-litre l‘vlkllsaloon. wlticlt did
everything the Jensen did hut at half the price; the _laguar
also won races and. ultimate accnlade. it was the wlteelntan's
first cltnice for a getaway car after a hank lob. Forget rnad
tests. the chnice nftlte wlteelsntan is always the ntnst accurate
hart tmeter of contpetence.
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T|1el95?' Slllll had increased puwer

51-‘II, '|96'|-‘3- Prod: 1118. Like so many other
cnmpanies. Jensen eventually tttade a first class GT car into
sontetlting a little ntore middle-aged. The 5-llii was wider
and lnnger. ltad ntnre rnnnt titan the hase car and was loaded
with goodies such as a lintited slip differential. a lteated rear
window and. unusually. seat helts. Buyers scent to ltave
perceived it as a fast tnurer rather than a GT car hecause
most opted for the Hydrantatic autotttatic transtttission.
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CV3, /ll/Ill, ‘I 962-63/‘I 9 65/ I 965-
5‘. Prod: 70:’2501'141. The 5-=11 chassis {which can he traced
hack to the 19415 PW) was fitted with a ('3-litre Chrysler ‘Vi-i and
Chrysler's Torqueflite automatic transmission la few had the
manual 3-speed ‘boat The fibregl:tss budy was recognisably
derived from the 541 hut one -of the prettiest cars of the 1950s

Jensen CV3 styling found few admirers



JENSEN

was turned intn nne nf the ugliest nf the 1960s. The Ml-cl was
gnnd fnr ltttlntph¿l¿knilt and the Ml-til was even quicl-ter
thanks tn a (1.5-litre engine. It alsn had Selectaride near dampers.
The Mldll had imprnved hrakes and equal-sised headlights.

, ‘I @151-T‘. Prc|d(all types): S577. A Vignale
hatchhack hr iclv nn tlte (NH chassis seems tn have heen what
the having puhlic wanted all alnng and prnduetinn peaked at
ahnut IEUU cars in nne year. Pnwer-assisted steering came in
1E1t'i9: the 1€t'?t Midi! mndel had a Zdtlllhp 12-litre engine, and
this hecaine the hest-selling versinn: the SF‘ versinn [105 made)
had jj¿ltiltp, air cnnditinning, and a steren, l9?4 saw a cnnvertihle
t2t’i? made} and there was a ctitipé versinn nf the cnnvertihle
with a pemtanent hardtnp ttitt made). The Interceptnr was a gas-
guaaler, sn was had news in 1‘?)T*'5, while the hin-degradahle steel
hndy can nnw he had news fnr the cnllectnr.
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Fri,srs*t‘n§tir.- 193? saw a lightlv up-dated model, the Interceptnr
Fsi. This had a "i.9-litre Chrvsler V8 engine with a number nf
nptinns nf tune, and pnwer nutputs ranging frnm 1B5hhp tn
245hhp. l'"~iaturallv, perfurmance depended nn the engine
nptinn, hut even with the 'cnnking’ engine l3[tmphr’21t1Ikmh
was claimed.

FF, I F51-TI . Prod: 327. Three things militated against
the FF: its price, earlv teething trnuhles, and the fact that the
wnrld was nnt reallv ready fnr fnur wheel drive, That dnes
nnt detract frnm the escellence nf the FF (Fergusnn Fnnnulall
which alsn was the first car tn have anti-Incl-t hrakes. This
was the mechanical Iitunlnp Masaret system, develnped fnr
aircraft, and the FF was the nnlv car tn use it. Tn hnuse the
transmissinn, the wheelhase was increased hv -tiin (all in the
hunnet) and the model can he distinguished hv twin cnnling

65
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vents in the side panels tstandard Interceptnrs had nne).
A hrave attempt at innnvatinn it-v a small cnmpanv, the

FF will alwavs have an hnnnured place in autnmntive histnry
despite the fact that Mercetles-lienztz has t'ret]ttentl}' made the
spttrinus claim that it was the first ct irnpa nv tn nffer an anti-
lncl-: hral-ting svstem. It appears that Pttttli hnught a _Iensen
FF and Àngged it until it cried fnr ntercv; as a result, Audi
l"H:.'L‘tt1Ttt3 cnmmitted tn fnur wheel drive.

J SEN-l'l Y [GB]
By the late 1960s, jensen needed a new prnduct tn guarantee
its future and Dnnald Healey, whnse ctmtract with BMCFBL
had espired, needed a new partner, sn a marriage was
anranged, with twn great names hehind the prnject it shnuld
have heen a success, hut the stvling nf the car was nnt thnught
tn he wnrthv nfjensen nr Healev. the Lntus engine that was
used gained a reputatinn fnr heing 'dit'iicult‘, the 1€t7'=1i energy
crisis was nn help and nnr were ever mnre strict U5 Federal
laws. In late 19?} _]ensen went intn vnluntarv linuidatinn,
althnugh a few cars were finished nff in the li)?(i|tir1del year,

Jinlln-lllllly, ‘I 912-76. Prod: 10,926. The
prnhlem with thejensen-Healev was that it was hard tn think
nf a gnnd reasnn fnr preferring nne tn the Triumph TR6. It
shnwed nn Hair in its styling, the chassis twhich used Vaushall
'v'iva suspensinn and steering) was cnmpetent hut had nn
estra sing, and while the lltlrtiplt/'1'-J¿krnli tnp speed and a
O-tiÀntplt time nf 7.8 secnnds were gnnd, thev were nnt
remarkahle. The dnhc, fnur valves per cvlinder, 2,-litre Lntus
engine gave a respectahle l*il~l.l=l‘Jh[1—*-'£1Àf.l a lnt nf trnuhle. As
if that was nnt ennugh, pntential huvers cnuld nnt help hut
nntice that the cars were prnne tn rust and rnad testers did
nnt speak highlv nf the scuttle shake and rather cnide hnnd.
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Jensen-Pleulay

Jlllllll GT, I 915-76. Prod: -t73,I11+nnaid Healev had
severed his linl-ts with the cnmpany hy the time this spnning
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Jensun GT, 1915
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twith nt.'ertlrivei was claitnetl tn he lEtiinph.--"l'55t,‘ll-tttilt hut ll}-'
the time it was read'_v tn gn nn stage, the shnw was nver.
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Jupiter R4

JPII (GB)
Frnnt liltlt _l|’l\l made a _laguar li T}"pc ‘lnn-kaliltel ti.e. nnt an
esact cnp§,'i; it was actuall}; t-lin wider than the E Type tn
accnmmn-date the Fnrd Cnrtina rear asle, sn what was lnst in
st‘_vle was gained in luggage space. i"vlnst mechanical cntttp-Cments
cante frnm the Cnrtina hut _ll3'R made its nwn chassis as well as
frames fnrnther I-tit car makers. In 1989 a 2+2 was nffered tngetlter
with versinns tn tal-Ie cnmpnnents llrnm a wide range nl
.-+*uneritan, Eurnpean. and Japanese dnnnr cars.
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The JFR WdclccÀ

-!WF.lAU5l
In the late l":l"‘it_]s this cnntPan}' started tn sell the 'i'vlilann'
lihreglass lfs: sly llnr r’tustin Heven specials. Much was ntade tit
it heing a miniature Ferrari Tvlnnaa hut nne harhnurs the
suspicinn that it was a rip-nff ninne nil the smaller shells made
lit’ lJevi:‘| tqvl. This stispicinn grnws when nne ltnnws that
the Milann shell l'1IL‘L'11tT1t.;‘ availahle as a whnle range tn ¿t a
numlser nt' wheelhases and tracl-4 siaes-—just like the Devin.



KIEFT

ISEII-D I _[USA}
The I-{aiser-Fraser Cnipnratinn was nne nf a numher nf new
American manufacturers tn appear after the Secnnd ‘#3-t»'nrld
‘War and, with nearly T?-U.DUU cars huilt in its ten-year liisttray.
it was easily the mnst successful. Hnward 'lJtttch' Darrin was
a playhciy and a gifted designer whn had a series nf cnach-
huilding finns hetween the wars and was used as a cnnsultant
hy mnst American ¿rms. He huilt his first fihreglass hndy in
19-fin and used the same material fnr a spurts car hased nn a
Raiser Henry_l chassis in 1952. I-taiser put it intn prnduetinn
in preference tn Brnnks Stevens" superinr F.scalihur_I tqv) hut
the ¿rm hit ¿nancial difficulties when defence cnntracts dried
up at the end nf the Knrean ‘ttfttr.

A cnnventinnal chassis, a Willys F-head .2.nslitre straight-
sis producing iust 90hhp. and a three-speed autnmatic
gearhns. tttade the I{aiser—Darrin a fairly sluggish car it)-
¿dmph in Iii secnnds, 9tintph..»"15Hkmli mas} hut it was
marketed nn the strength nf Darrin's fihreglass hndy. Its style
did nnt meet all tastes, and it was unusual in having sliding
dnnrs and landau hnnd irnns. (jnsting mnre than a tiadillac
62 nr Lincnln Capri. the car snld slnwly and snme huyers felt
the need tn spend attire nn tuning equipment.

When Kaiser hegan tn cnllapse. Darrin hnught ahnut a
hundred kits and ¿tted a f'i.=.‘r--litre 5iHlil1p Cadillac "v't~i which
prnpelled the car tn 1j55mpIu'.?.i'?Int1lt and 0-¿flntpli in ten
secnnds. In this fnrm, its muscle hacked its ltsiks. and snme
esamples were raced quite successfully. A tntal tiftfij¿ cars were
h-uilt, I955-54. Later Darrin huilt fihreglass hndies fnr dnntestic
chassis and essayed cars nn DI{‘t‘£/' and Farthard chassis.

':B\
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The ltlnisnr-Darrin IlBCII'lJI"liI sliding dnnrs
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In the late 1980s Simnn Saunders, an es-Astnn Manin stylist.
marketed a multi-purpnse vehicle hased nn the flnnrpan nf
the Fnrd Escnrt Mlei. Basically the custnmer decided his
mntnring needs and chnse frnm a menu nf ten hndy designs.
Thus a plumher whn wanted tn cut a dash at the weekend
cnuld have a van nr pick-up I‘.-n-rly nn his Flscnrt hase during
the vvnrking week and, cnme Saturday, fit a spnrts car hndy.
All Escnrt engine nptinns were availahle, including the
1fv2hhp turhn which gave a tnp speed nf 1.3.l*':-tnplt.--"ilfitll-ttnlt.

|.|.|so|~| (us/ti
jirn I‘-Zellisnn was a late l9‘5t}s maker nf fihreglass hndies fnr
the special huilder and the hest nf these were very stylish
indeed. Althnugh mnst nf I'~Iellisnn's lsidies were fitted tn
dnmestic chassis and specials, he alsn made a tuhular chassis
which wnuld accept a wide range nf running gear.

_ _ [USA]
In the late 1‘{.‘-'.7t}s Iielmark intrnduced a twn-seat fihreglass
cnupe influenced hy the Ferrari Dinn. The chassis was ‘v"W
Beetle hut the engine was the 1.?-litre R-“M-Ftirsclte unit and
a tnp speed nf 12"5tttpli.»-"2titJl~;rtilt was claimed.

Kalmnrlt GT Mldll,
I ‘P85

I 'I‘IlEl. (GB)
Put early l"J8(]s attempt tn revive the ticnrpinn prnject tqv}. The
main differences tn the nriginal were Fnrd Cnrtina frnnt
suspensinn and a mid-mnunted Alfasud engine and transmissinn.

KIIFT (GB)
Wlien the British steel industry was natinnalised in the 1940s
nne nf its ynung linns. Cyril Hieft, lnnked fnr new challenges
and lit nn mntnr racing. Financed hy his nwn fnundiy
husiness, Kieft designed a “':it]{tcc Fnrmula 3 car whiclt had
little success teven when iiieft hnught an advanced F5
design, the esamples it made were sn pnnr that the wnrks
driver. Dnn Parker. insisted nn huilding his nwn].

In 1952 I-{left made the (550 Spnrts, which was hased nn
the first liieft Fnrmula 5 car t ladder frame and cnnventinnal
cnil spring and dnuhle wishhnne independent suspensinn};
it had cycle mudguards, lights and a 650t:r: BSA vertical twin
engine. It was nne nf several rnad cars huilt nn Fnmtula 5
lines hut, like the nthers, it disappeared withnut a trace. The
snle esample went tn Gennany as a rnad car hut althnugh
Islieft was ready tn huild mnre. nnhody was interested.

Ftieft made a central-seater spnns racer in 1953 and, the
fnllnwing year, a De Sntn-pnwered car fnr an American
custnmer. Etlsn in 1954 came a small spnrts car which had
the distinctinn nf heing the first cartn use the Cnventry Climas
F‘+IvZ°t engine. It was perhaps the first car anywhere tn have
a single-piece fihreglass shell. This was nffered tn special
huilders hut it seems that nnne tnnk up the nffer.

That year Kieft scnred twn fluke class wins in the Wtirld
Sfsirts Car Champinnship: at Behring, which was effectively an
American cluh race that year and in the Tnurist Trnphy ta lt-lieft
was nnly finisher in its class]. ¿n the strength nfthat. Hieft was
given a stand at the 1954 Lnndnn Mntnr Hlttitv and, ever



KIEFT

amhitinus, nffered nne nf it.s Cnventry Climas-engined spnrts-
racers as a lltllmph rnad car. l'"~Itili-titty tnnk it serinusly; it was
ill-finished and impractical with little leg rnnm and nn luggage
space nr weather equipment. Its chassis wa.s a simple ladder
frame with all-independent suspensinn hy transverse leaf springs
and wi.shhnnes, anti this was nn match fnr the Lntus and Gnnper
mndels which were snnn using the t~"tK-is unit. It was nffered fnr
sale tat .£.l"'i-fit}! fnr snme years hut really there was nnly ever a
stand at the Mntnr ti-hnw and a hastily cnhhled shnw car.

When the steel industry was partly de-natinnalised in 1954
Cyril I-{ieft went hack tn it and the cnmpany hearing his name
passed intn ntlter ltands. l"it.'t far as car prnductinn was
cnncerned this new nutfit was a dead issue hy the end nf 1955
hut, in I960. the Iiieft name was revived nn a Fnmtula Juninr
racing car. The nnly cnnnectinn with earlier car.s, hnwever.
was the name and the singular lack nf success.

Itlieft ‘I100 sports, c.1954

llllE_ l<_3__Bl
Tnm Hilleen was a special huilder whn, in the Il}"iUs and
llltrtis, essayed a nu mher nfdesigns which nften incnrpnrated
unusual ideas hut which never quite fulfilled their pntential.
1955 saw the Iiilleen-l*~l£'i. the wnrld's third ttttmncnt_|ue twn
seater tthe first twn were made hy ltit;t—qvl. Apart frnm the
central structure, the rest nf the car was pretty cnnventinnal.
witlt cnil and wislihnne frnnt suspensinn. a de Dinn rear asle
nn tiuarter elliptical springs, an l‘v’lt'."- seat; engine enlarged
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tn l.t‘i6?t"t‘ and a slim twn-seat hndy with cycle wings. It was
entered in races hut achieved nn success.

In the 1960s Isiilleen designed a mid-engined cnupé with
a central mnnncnque, Hillman [mp running gear, a heam
frnnt asle suspended cm tnrsinn hars and dc iitinn rear asle.
It was intended fnr prnductinn hut it remained a prntntype
as apparently did every nther Hillc'en design.

I I G CI _ [GB]
An early 198-lls maker nf a cnpy nf the Bugatti Type 5:5.

ISIIIII [GB]
In an unsuccessful attempt tn revive the Minijem tnvi in the
early lllflfls, King¿sher 1"»-Intnrstifferetl a l2'5l1I1ptttrl1-nc'ltarged
versinn. cnuld supply a cnmplete car, and listed nptinns which
included a lintited slip differential and a CB radin.

Kl |=|s|-|_:|§ |nou|.|:||||os (es)
A shnrt—lived maker nf the ‘Cnuntess'. a ntitl-Iljtt-ttls cnpy nf
the Lamhnrghini Cnuntach nn a ‘v"‘f1t" Beetle flnnrpan.

l(l‘l'DEAl. [GB]
Fnunded hy Lee t‘~tnhle, the cnmpany's first nffering was the
Llltima nf 1955. a lnng and wide mid-engined car inspired hy
cnntempnrary tflrnup C spnns racers. tairttpnnerits came frnm
a wide variety nf cars and the engine nptinns were wide. This
hecame the tiltima Hhapecraft tvtklll in 1‘-Jt-l7, with a revised
hndy, and hnth versinns were very successful in British kit car
racing. In the late ll}!-ttls Hittleal nffered a cnpy nf the Ferrari
j3tiF'~'t with the Itenault ¿t} ‘v'f.i engine as the recnmmended
pnwer unit. and the pnpularity nf this led tn the tlltima Mklll
heing drnpped in l‘J‘9ll. .5'tserrLsrihltil1lt*.

ODIAK (D)
First shnwn in 1986, and made in tiny numhers. like snme nther
Gemtan supercars nfthe l9Htis, the Hndiak F I drew its inspiratinn
frnm the Mercetles-Hens Cl l l prt at itype. The hasic pit it invt ilved
.a fihreglass and Iievlar hndy, gull-wing dnnrs, and a tuiti-
mnunted "v'l-i engine. This cnuld he frnnt Mercedes-Iiena nr
Chevrnlet and the mnst pnwerful nf llnur engine nptinns was
Fti'vIG's it-l¿lihp versinn nf the '3-litre Mercedes-Bena unit. which
gave the Fl a tnp speed nf l'.F.iiiiplt»"'EHt.lluttlt and ti-ntitttpli
acceleratinn in s~.'1)sectincl_s. Apart fa rm its impressive perlinnnance,
the Hndiak was designed tn cns.set it.s driver, sn atttnmatic
transmissinn was an nptinn and the lusurinus cahin hna.sted nn
fewer than H2 lnud.sp-eakers fnr its steren system. ‘tllfltert the steren
system i.s a lead item in the hrnchure. ynu knnw yntt are in a
land_scape where cnmpas.ses pnint tn the west.

O IG (D)
Frnm the late ll}T"t}s Willy-' Hnenig tuned and custnmised ca rs
which mnst enthusiasts wnuld give their eye teeth tn nwn



LAD Wlll [USA]
In the late 1‘:3"it.ls this cnmpany made awkwardly styled
fihreglass hodies fnr special huilders. It cnuld alsn prnvitle
chassis frames which wnuld accept a wide variety nf t mainly
dnmestic) running gear.

,. --1-::-r-—"--1r~~
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LAFER (BR)
Lafer made the first, and mnst successful. nf a genre nf cars
which have mated a ¿breglass hndy in the style nf the MG TI)
tn a "‘v'"‘iltf Beetle flnnrpan. Active since 1972, Laller‘s first car, the
‘MP’, fnllcrwed the MG lines clnsely talthnugh the engine was
at the rear, nfcnurse} while the "Tl" nf 197% had slightly smr tr-nther
lines and a different nnse treatment. A l9?€:- attempt tn hrnaden
the cnmpany's hase by marketing a mndem 2+2 cnupe hased
nn lncally-made Chevrnlet cnmpnnents, with a straight-sis 1-
litre engine, was a cnmparative failure. This ‘LL' was an ill-
prnpnrtinned car which needed an inch taken nff here and a
curve added tltere. It was drnpped in the early 1980s.

Lafer espnrted its ‘Mill cars tn numernus cnuntries. By ll;-‘H5
a tntal nf 5500 had heen snld hut then prnductinn fell away
and in 1989 nnly 45 were huilt.

l.u'IerlrIP,I'P7?,uflurt|1eMGTD

LAGONDA (GB]
-One nf the great names nf British mntnring in the inter-war
years, Lagnnda was actually fnunded hy an American, Wilbur
Gunn, and was named fnr Lagnnda Creek, Clthiri. In the 195tls
Lagnnda replaced Bentley as the superinr British spnrts car,
it wnn at Le Mans in 1955 fa little luckily) and ‘Mill. Bentley
hecame chief designer snnn after that. its first pnstwar car
was espensive and the firm cnllapsed in 1951?, when it was
bought hy David Brnwn sn that Astnn Martin cnuld use the

trgnowrna

engine. Astnn l’vlar"tin's success in the llJ"5tls was mainly dtte
tn its use nf this engine. There was a plan tn market a range
nf Lagnnda ‘Hag ship‘ cars using a dnhc ‘v'12 engine. This was
huilt and r'un in cnmpetitinn hut had a ftrndamental design
fault and was ahandnned.

Lagnnda remained a distinct marque until 1%-5 hut
thereafter mndels appeared nnly spasmndically. New nwners
revived the name in I97’? with a vulgar mrmstrnsity which
is included here nnly tn cnmplete the recn-rd.

2.6 Ilia, 1 940-.53. Pro-r:I.r 550. tinder the cnnventinnal
and hulhnus lines there heat a heart nf gnld, wcr. Bentley's
2.6-litre dnhc straight-siat, tn he precise. This was fitted tn a
crucifnrm chassis which was adyanced fnr the time, with all-
independent suspensinn tcnils and wishhnnes at the frnnt,
tnrsinn hars at the rear) and inhnard rear hrakes. The nriginal
specificatinn included a Critrtl gearhcrs hut prnduct inn mndels
had a cnnventinrtal transrttissinn with a cnlurnn shift. The Ml-{II
nf 1952 had huilt-in iacks and minnr styling changes hut. salnnn
nr drnphead, the Lagnnda was tnn heavy tn cause esciterttent
and tnn espensive tn sell well.

-.II-5 '*""*
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larrgorrdu 2.15-Iilrn tlroplt-aor:I, I952

3 "ITO; ‘Q53-SB-. Prod: 430. Under the skin the
chassis was the same as the 2.6-litre car hut this 1955 mndel
had the Esllacc versinn nf the engine and. with its weight,
it needed it. Availahle as a twn-dnnr salnnn tfnur-dnnr frnm
I955) nr a drnphead, the fl litre was a handsnme car, with
cnachwnrk hy Tickfnrd. it did nnt sell well. largely due tn
its price and cnmple:-tity and the fact that it harely tnuched
1l}Umph,»"l6Ukrtih. It did hnwever receive snme cachet as the
chnsen transpnrt nf Prince Philip.

lugrondu3-Ii1recIropI\uod,nclrus:I(uyI(nnduIIn1II\uwI1noI

IIIQIIIO, I Q¿l -64. Prod: 54. Fnllnwing the success
nf the Astnn Martin [)B=’l. Tnuring was again hired tn style
[Iiavid Brnwn‘s nest car. It was less successful with this nne-
snmehndy shnuld have tnld Tnuring that if ynu wanted tn



LAGONDA

cnpy a frr int-end treatment. the Edsel was nr it the car tn cnpyl
The ltapide had a platfnnn chassis. a 5.9-litre versinn nf the
Astnn Martin l"JB~'l's engine thut hefnre Astnn Martin}, servn-
assisted disc hrakes all rnund, and a r.le lllinn rear asle
suspended nrt tnrsitm hars. It fnund few takers when new
and mnst huyers npted fnr atrtnrttatic transmissinn. which
speaks vnlum-es fnr the way it was perceived.

III "PI- .—--~,1“
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The I961 Itnpido, unlnved then lautnpprecinfed nnw

"I.À§rllIIl|I',. I F1 -Ti. Prod: 7. A great marque name
hecame. in effect. an Astnn Martin mndel name with this car.
at lnng wheelhase fnur-dnnr versinn nfthe Astnn Martin l'Jl'i5
UH whiclt had nriginally heen intended fnr a 1%‘) launch.
ll;-l'.T"¢r was nnt a gnnd year tn re-launch a marque with a gas-
gtrasling ii-.-"i-litre engine and the parent cnmpany anyway
went intn liquidatinn that year. The car alsn suffered frnm
lnnking lil-re a misprr.rpt.rrtinned Dill"-3; all in all, it is hard tc:-
imagine the prnfile nfthe intended nwner. lt is nnw valuahle
hecause nf its rarity—hut it is rare nnly heca use few penple
wanted nne in the first place.

The ‘lagorrdu’ of IWA, ruruly snnn

"|.iIQilldI', |IllI'¿I|llIIG| ‘I 91$. Again ‘Lagnnda' was
used as a mndel name rather than as a marcrue name- Willlant
Tnwns styled the angular hndy, which fitted nn the DB5-
derived cltassis nf the previnus mndel. It was annnunced
with an amaaing electrr rnic dashhna rd, whiclt caused endless
prnhlems, and the first custnmers did nnt take delivery until
1*.-EH, hy which time mnre cnnventinnal instnarnents were

I976 'I.ogo|1-cla"

‘I939 "Lc:|gondu'

fitted. The engine was a 5.5-litre ‘lr-"H. Tnp speed was litnited
tn 1sl5niphr"'2_-¿tikrtth anr.l the t}-ntlinph time t'l.H secnnds. The
chassis had mnst nf the virtues nf the Astnn Martin frnm
which it derived sn it was a wnlf in warthng‘s clnthing. A
smnnther. mnre rntrnded, hndy arrived in ltlt-l'.?'. Surprising
tltnugh it may seem, there ltave heen perinds when Lagnndas
have nut-sn-Id Astnn Martins.

I.A - [GB]
Hhnn-lived rttitl-Wt-ltls maker nf the “v'rryager'. a kit car using
‘v'aus.hall lv"iy:.t nr ‘t-"‘t'Ilr' Beetle running gear. In style it was a
pastiche nf llilsitls spnrts cars.

DE [GB]
A hrief lljlt-l-“i resurrectinn nf the I'll’. ‘Ct-ntrnn' kit car. hefnre
it hecame the MBIB Sapphire.

B RT (F)
Lamhert was a ‘niche market‘ manufacturer frnm l'1jt.?.t'i and
atnnng its prnducts was a range nf l1;itter'y'-pr?m'eretl cars huilt
r.luring the Hecnnd Wrirld 'tlt='ttr. In ta-rs the cnmpany shnwed
a new spnrts car. the 'Himplicia'. As its name implies, this
was a fairly hasic car—there was nnt even a starter mntnr
since ignitinn was hy rrragnetn. It had a lltlltlcc nhv fnur-
cylinder lituhy engine, which dated frnm 1‘F)2t_l, and this came
in a ntrrnher nf states nf tune frnm a hasic gt-nliltp up tn a
supercharged versinn which was gr ind fnr Qiirttplt.-" l¿jkinh.
Styling was usually distinctly pre-war ta few were fitted with
envelnping hndies J. hrakes were mechanical and suspensinn
was nnn-independent hy quarter elliptic springs. In car-
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starved France it snld reasnnahly hriskly. and even had snme
cnmpetitinn success, hut a cnmhinatinn nf gr rvemntent fiscal
measures and nppnrtunities tn htty mnre mnr.lern designs
saw the cnmpany fnld in 1952.

no r|||~|_|_i|_)_
Legend has it that Fenttccin Lamhnrghini, a successful
manufacturer nf air cnnditinning equipment and tractors,
hnught a Fen'ari and fntrnd it wanting. He tnnk it hack tn
Maranelln and, infuriated hy the haughty reeeptie-n he
received, vnwecl tn make a hetter car. lt’s a gr.rr.:~d stnry which
may be true, hut lnng hefnre he started his tractnr husiness
Lamhnrghini hacl huilt Fiat specials, Unlike Ferrari.
Lamhnrghini kept away frnm the race tracks and, in place rrf
cnmpetitinn pedigree, tender.l tn nffer cars with startling
styling. They are fantasies fnr penple whn have never driven
nne hecause, in fact, rnn.st have heen pnnrly tttade. Sig.
Lamhnrghini Inst interest in the 19?l}s when there was a dnwn-
tum in the tractnr market and snld cnntrnl nf the cntnpa ny tn
a Swiss watchrnaker, Georges-Henri Rnsetti.

Itnsetti was snnn suffering frnm a decline in husiness as
the Swiss watr.'h industry came under threat frnm Japanese
makers of r.]uart.z watches, and in the late 19?tis he snld part
nf his share in Lamhnrghini tn a property develnper called
Leimer. It was nnt a gnnd time tn huy intn an Italian cnmpany
hecause industrial unrest was rife and this did nnt help the
quality nf the prnduct. Then a prnpnsed deal whereby
Lamhnrghini wnuld huild prnductinn versinns nf the llM‘t!v'
M1 fell thrnugh. A numher nf packages were put tn-gether.
and failed, then Ftnsetti and Leimer snld their share tn twn
Germans: Hubert Hahne, a fnmter racing driver, and a Dr
l"'~Ieumann. Hahne and Netrmann snnn snld the cnmpany nn
tn an American, Znltan Reti, and befnre lnng he ptrt
Lamhnrghini intn receivership.

In 1981 the cnmpany was auctinned and was acquired hy
the Mimram family, whn widened its hase and had made it
intn a successful cnmpany hy the time they snld it nn tn Chrysler
in 198?. Mnst nf Lamb-nrgl1ini's nwners have faced a sudden
dnwn-tum in their main husiness and Chrysler was nrr
ertceptinn; it was snnn ¿ghting for its esistence againstjapanese
imports. Hnw lnng it will feel it needs a hranch like Lamhnrghini
is anynne‘s guess.

Lamhnrghini hegan tn supply Fnnnula 1 engines in 1989
hut these snnn revealed that the cnmpany was nnt in tcruch
with reality—it was only in tnuch with the type nf huyer fnr
whnm style is everything and engineering competence cnmes
a distant secnnd.

GSDGT/35051‘ ‘I-.0‘, ‘I DUI--G1’. Prod: 120.-"'23.
Lamborghini pitched its first car against the Ferrari 400
Superamerica and the Maserati Sebring. Giotto Biaaanini
designed the Z¿flhhp 5.5-litre dnhc V12 and the tuhular
chassis, which had all-independent suspensinn hy cnil
springs and dnuhle wishbones. Styling was by Francn
Eicaglinne, with improvements hy Tnuring, hut the end result
was hardly stunning and dnuhtiess cnntrihuted tn the car‘s
slnw stan. Sales picked up when word spread nf the car*s
escellent handling and l¿¿mphfltl¿kmh tnp speed ti]-
¿tlmph in 6.8 secnnds) and hy 1966 Lamhnrghini sales were

tarvrs_nRnH|r-r|

eating intn Maserati and Ferrari. Twenty three cars had the
5E;‘t.il'rlip Al-litre versinn nfthe engine anti, frnm lli¿fr, the nriginal
ZF fiye-sp-eer.l j3,L‘ttI'l)(1}.'. was replaced hy a Lamhnrghini unit.
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Scnglinnr.-’s exlruvngunt I963 IISUGT Velour lnbovel evolvertl intn the
Tnuring-In-rilintl SSDGT lbelnwl snnn her‘! ni the I965 Turin show
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0061', ‘I966-68. Prod: 250. Althnugh this was
nurwardly sirttilartn the 55t}GT, with quad headlights, Tnuring
cnmpletely re-wnrked the hndy sn nn twn panels were
cntttrnnn. Mechanically similar tn the ~t-litre ,':i‘.'rtl, the -iitltl was
availahle as a 2+2 GT nr as an npen twn-seater. Despite
lacking cnmpetitinn histnry, this car put Larnhnrghini nn the
map hecatrse it handled and went srr well t l'T">(iritpl1r"2'T'5lknth
and El-frtltntpli in ".15 secnnds}. At this end nf the market, huyers
are prepared tn put up with nnise anr.l huild quality they
wnrald nnt tnlerate in a mass-prndtrced ltatchhack.

—l..._,,__-I

Tlto JDUGT 2+2 of I96-6

MIIIII/S/5?, ‘I Q66-59/' ‘I 969-7'1 / ‘I 971 -72.
Pl'Dt1: 475.1"140;’ 15!]. The Miura had nn cnmpetitinn histnry
hut was a fnunder-memher nfthe liupercar Cluh. Suspensinn
was as hefnre hut the =i—litre engine was set transversely
amidships in a fabricated platfnrm chassis. The hndy was
hreathtaking, and still sets the standard fnr mid-engined cars
hut, alas. when the Miura apprnached its real tnp speed nf
rrrrerrrrd 1n5rriplu'26lknrlt (_18t}mph was claimed} the frnnt
end lifted. This was hecause Lamhnrghini is a maker nf male
jewellery. nnt serintrs mntnr cars. The S mndel had ,?r?"'irl"rl"rp
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and cnuld almost reach 1tliJmphr’E"'.90kmh while the SM, with
§ll'l‘.'rl".rhp antl wider track. cnuld just ahnut do it twith white
knuckles. hecause frnnt end lift had nnt heen cured), and
that versinn shaved the ll-frtlrttph sprint to (r.f'> secnnds.

lllllll/5, '| 95'-7“-. Prod 125/"1l}lIl.. Basically this was
a tilt]-t'.".I GT 2+2 with similar suspensinn and a tubular frame,
but imprnved in detail. The Islern had crisper lines, by
Maraaai, with a notch hack and retractahle headlights, and
the ¿ttings began tn match the price tag, with air conditioning
and power steering and windows. The base model had
52(lbhp, the ‘S’ had twenty ntore horses and could iust nudge
16Dmplv’Eii7kmh {U-Gflntph in ?.5 secnnds]. It benefited from
the glamour of the Miura but its front engine and cnnseryative
styling made it ideal for the buyer whn wished to be discreet.

-I‘-¢___

Islern I|o::I rnlrnrlnble headlights

|llll|l, '|Q69-73. Prod: 1217. When Lamborghini
introduced the Espada, Ferrari had yet tn make a four seater.
Maserati had made nne in 1964, but the Quattrnpnrte was
more saloon than sports car, so only five years after
introducing its first r:ar Lamhnrghini set a trend with the
Espada. Running gear was from the Islern, with 325bhp
t'_5‘3tJlrltp in the Series II of 1*9T»'tJ and frf¿lzrlip in the 19"F2
Freries III}. Ltnlike the Islern it had a platfnrm chassis, and a
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Tlterislirlrrli-'ve Espodu in l9?I

cnmhinatinn of an estra four inches in the wheelbase and
mnving the engine fnrward made for a genuine four seater
which, in its ultimate fomt was good for 16Umplu’257lanh.
The Bertnne body looked good from some angles, ghastly
from others, but since it was made from steel buying one
now could he a painful esperience.

rlllrlllll/S, ‘I 970-73;’ ‘I 913-TI. Prod: 177/150.
By 19'?{l Lamborghini was ready for its second generation of
cars. Giampanlo Dallara, who had guided the cnmpany
thrnugh it.s ¿rst stage, left and was replaced by Paolo
Stanaani. The last front-engined Lamborghini was basically
a shnrt wheelhase Espada with similar dimensions to the
Islern, Since it had the Espada‘s fabricated steel chassis it
was heavierthan the Islero, but could match it in performance
thanks to the 55Dbltp from the standard engine or fr¿iibhp
in the ‘5* model. Like the Espada, automatic transmissinn was
an nptinn. The jarama was a sensational performer but the
beefy Bertnne hndy lacked charisma.

H#’_______._
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llrrllnn P250/IISOQ/F200, 1 970-79. Prod
520!’ 1902'66. ‘With the wind behind it, Lamborghini decided
to tackle the Fenari Dino. The tirracn was the Miura’s younger
hrnther, althnugh the front and rear suspension was by
MacF'hersnn struts and lnwer wishhnnes, and the transversely
motrnted engine was a Illtlbhp sohc VB of just 2-465cc. Even
so, the 2+2 Urraco was more powerful than the Dino and
cnuld outpace it. However, the small factory overestimated
the prnhlerns of the popular end of the supercar market. It
took twn years to get the car into production and then the
cockpit was wrong. The P500 had a dnhc 5-litre engine and
E¿fihhp hut fined uneasily in the market tit was felt not to he
a ‘real’ Lamhnrghini and was too eccentric to attract, say,
F'nrsche enthusiasts], while the 2-litre 1S2bhp snhc Flt]-[It was
a lacklustre ‘tas bracket’ car for the Italian market.
-._ ‘r -— 1 — I  — i
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LAMBORGHINI

up the Ditrhltr: it was new, yet a logital development of the
Countach. Their chassis were similar on paper hut the Diahlo
had carhnn ¿bre reinforcements, anti while the I)iablo‘s
engine derived from the earlier car it was larger at ='r?29t‘c
and pnwer was increased to -i9Eblrp twith "5I2l"lII1,ffI torque).
Lamhnrghini claimed a top speed of 2tl2rrrplrr"52’rkrrrlr with
Ll-Erarrrplr in »='i.1 secontls.

Lnnrborghini Dinhlo in I99]

CIA ll]
l.aneia is a little like Alfa Romeo in that it is difficult tn equate
the company's sagging image in the 1980s with the niche it once
nccupied, although happily that position has begun ttr change
in the wake of improved prnduttirrn ctrrs and crrn.sitlerahle rally
successes. This is as it should be betause Lancia has long been
noted llor technical escellence and innovation: it was the first
manufacturer, ftrr esample, to dispense with a separate chassis
and use integral‘ construttion. and that was in 1922 on the
lambda, which alsn had independent frtmt suspension, a V:-1
engine and fotrr-wheel hrakes.

‘v"incen.ttn Lancia was a noted Grand Pris driver for Fiat in
the early years of the century, but after founding Fabrica
Automobile Lancia e Cia in 191% he always kept racing at amr‘s
length. Like a reformed alcoholic, he knew only too well that
one could not go racing lralf-lreartedly and that Lancia would
be involved in heavy espenditure. This policy changed in the
l9‘3t}s when 'v'int‘en:r:rr‘s son, Gianni. committed Lancia to an
ambitious competition programme, overseen by ‘v’ittorio_lano.
Unfortunately the racing programme sapped the company's
resources and, by rnid-1955, Automobile Lancia was in
desperate financial straits. The Lancia family sold their interests
to Carlo Pesenti, who immediately curtailed racing and
instigated a major moclemisation programme. The Fonrrula 1
cars passed to Ferrari, with Fiat ¿nancial hacking.

Under Pesenti, Lancia's new chief engineer, Antonio Fessia
instigated new models, but cnmpany policy put the emphasis
on small ears, and small cars do not make as much pro¿t as big
cars. In the late 1960s sales fell and the company was in trouble
again. In Ctctober I969 Lancia, with its huge debts (£15? million),
was taken over by Fiat for a nominal price t_.lfi'?U) and
rationalisation took place.

The ¿rst ‘Fiat’ car was the Beta, which suffered terrihle rust
problems largely due to the use of inferior steel from the Soviet
Union supplied in pan payment for Fiat setting up the Lada
plant. Unlike Volk.swagen, which suffered similar prohlem.s in
IP61 but managed to bury the story. Lancia did the honourable
thing and bought back cars, but despite this honest gesture it.s
reputatitrn suffered.

For most of the period of Flat nwnership, Lancia has heen

Fiat’s rally amt antl has enjoyed considerable success. This
has helped the marque regain the position it deserves, and
its reputatinn.

lllrlllll BIO-150061‘, ‘I951-IO. Prod: 2568.
i9=1’ilJl saw the announcement of_lano‘s Aurelia saloon, which
had all indepentlent suspension, inhoard rear hrakes, a four-
speed transartle and an nhv Vfi engine of l?5(lt1c. A GT
version tBE{Jll was introduced in 1951 with a slightly shorter
wheelhase. an H¿hhp 2-litre engine and a body styled by
Fininfarina. By degrees the engine was enlarged until it
reached 3.5 litres antl lltlltrlrp, and a tle Dion rear asle was
added in 195%.

It is difficult to prrt the Arrrelia B211 into a modem
perspective: one came second in the Mille Miglia in 1951,
another came third in 1952, splitting the works Mercedes-Bena
t~.lLs—yet it was really only a forehear of the ‘hot hatch‘. It also
won its class at Le Mans, scored a I-2-5 in the Targa Florio
and that is nnt tn mentinn successes in rallies. All in all it makes
the mndem ‘GT car look like a cynical piece of marketing
which such cars usually are.
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lunri-n Aurnlin B10 GT

and ColworlÀrlo, I 955-ll.
Prod: 761. A Fininfarina-styled two-seat open sports car (the
difference between the Eipyder and the Convertible was the
level of the weather equipment}, with the 245 lcc version of the
vs engine and the de Dinn rear axle.
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Applu Iconlrllnii in-In I/I, I 956-59/‘I 959-
63.Pr¿ 175.3408.These cars had special coupe or cabriolet
bodywork by such as Pininfarina, Viotti, Zagato and ‘v'ignale,
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The Gemran fimr of Lorena and Rankl made its reprrtatitrn by
marketing convertible versions of Ferrari GT cars, its rag ttrp
Testartrssa heing particularly successful. In the i9S{is it also
made a high-quality copy of the AC Cobra, which was unusual
for having rt 5-litre Mercedes-Bena ‘vii engine, and the ‘Silver
Falcon‘, which was an trriginal tlesign.

The Silver Falcon trsed the sarrre chassis antl Mercetles-
Benrt running gear as the Cobra copy antl the styling was
inspired by the Mercedes-Elena 5f]-BSL roadster, with a hint of
the BOBSLR sports-racer. It was. however, not a copy hrrt an
etrocrrriorr trf an era. and custntners could specify either an
aluminium hotly nr one matle frt rm I-Der-'ltrr. With the nptinnal
27"9bhp 5.6-litre engine, a top speed of ahnut 1?tlrnplr.t'2?5krrrlr
was possible.

I.A SAETIA (USA)
Between I952 and 1955 this company built about 1'5 spnrts
cars which used fibreglass bodies mated to shortened Ftrrtl
or Chevrolet chassis with Hudson or Ciltlsmnhile engines.

I.A'I' (GB)
A late-l9SlIls maker of the F2 Super Spons, a kit car whiclt rrsed
Triumph Dolomite components. The chas.sis consistetl of a
central contposite fihre mr:rnncr:rqtte witlt tuhular stthframes
front and rear, and the voluptuous fibreglass hotly, an open
two-seater, seemed inspired hy the Marcos Spyder.

I.‘ ll'I'O OBlI.E (BR)
This was a typical Brazilian specialist car, comprising a ‘tr-"W
Àoorpan antl a fihreglass hotly. The company hegan with a
copy ofthe IP51 Alfa Romeo Monaa in 1EJT»'t-t but soon afterwards
it added a modem 2+2 coupe, the "v'entura*.

DER sea sytwr

CIS (GB)

The Lea-Francis company was founded in lt-i973 to make
bicycles, motorcycles antl ttr undertake general engineering
work and its first car appeared in lilllsi. Only three were matle
and in I906 the design was taken over by Singer, which left
Lea-Francis to concentrate on its other attivities. Car making
was revived in 1920 and lasted until I955. There was ant rther
revival in 193? which lasted until 1952. llrlfril saw another
attempt at resuscitation, abortive hecatrse the ‘Lyn:-t" spnrts car
was a laughing stock.

T-4-Q. Prod: 129. Lea-Francis‘ l?o?ct"Sporll, ‘I 9
Tllbhp four-cylinder engine layout was similar to the classic
Riley, with camshafts morrntetl high in the block operating shnrt
pushrods. It was a willing engine which would propel the 2+2
Sp-nrts to alartrt H‘?-rrrtplt--"If_"r""ikri1lt. The car hatl escellent,
predictable handling. Later motlels had independent front

LEA-FRANCIS

strspensinn in place of the hearn asle antl senii-elliptics, htrt
many thorrgltt that this ditl not hring an improvement in
handling. The Connarrght L2 was basetl on the beam-asle
chassis. the Lj on the i.f.s. model.

I.er:-Frnnris 'l4I1p Sports

25-rj "ITO sÀilfll, I QSQ-53. Prod: 77. A much under-
valrretl car. the big Leaf sports had just nver ltJt]hlrp, torsion
har i.f.s. anti two tlecent-siaed seats in the hack. it was good
for the rrragic hundred, and althnugh it was a hig car it had
light and predictable steering, a crisp gear change, and could
be chucked about with abandon. Frotn 1952 hydraulic hrakes
were fittetl.

ll _ -r|I"".' ___,

"1 ""' ""'l'-Irr-rrr-r.j.||."
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Len-Frnnris Elli-litre Sports

lflll, IQEU. Prod: 3. Cine trf the great mysteries of
motoring history is how anyrrne corrld have styled such a
monstrosity; how someone else cnttltl see it antl say, llllegrrrro
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The unfcrtunnt: lan-Frnrrcis I.yr-ut, I969



LEA-FRANCIS

brittle’ M then. when it stnnd enmplete in all its ghastliness.
hnw snntenne en-ttld say. Gr'e.ni‘.*' ll‘-?e"l'i' trike it’ in {be .-Hnfnr
.‘~ibr.rte. ¿nally.-'. hnw snmenne cnuld say. frbirik it .a'nin'n' fnnile
grits! in H'i£'i'i‘H'£r"i'1'*i'”T!__L1]t'J|’tIlllS'il"llJ.{»l?l'I|"t'JI'.\£3. That is what happened
witlt the Lea-Franeis L}.-'ns. a seat spnrts ear whieh used
a iii-litre Fnrd IvÀepltj,-'r engine in a tuhular frame. Aithnugh
prnduetinn is listed at three. tltese were all prntntypes.
Htilanl}-' at.‘ttt;tll}' nrdered nne.

Pri.srsL'nf1!.- The t.'ntttpan§.' kept gtiing witlt general engineering
wnrk. and antnna its prnieets was an attempt tn make a
sueeess nf the ?*~lt:rltel t nee Fnldamnhil I huhhle ear. whieh was
a sili}-' ttttwe alter the lt't[l"tt{ll.lL‘llt.tÀ til the Mini. Hnnte wnrk
was dnne nn a large salnnn tn he pnwered he a tflhnrsler Vi-i
engine. hut this did nnt even reaeh tlte stage nf a eninplete
prntritjrpe. ln l"}("i2 the ltiusiness end ill‘ tlte entttpanjr was
taken twer l"1j,' the cnmpnnents lirnt. Qttintnn Ha;-tell Ltd. and
rights tn ear rnanulat.-tt1rinp_ were laiiigltt in’ Barrie Priee at
the sante time. in l'~T-’t’i liriee hegan wnrk nn a hand-huilt and
es:pensiire tnurer nsing_litaitar running gear and recalling the
styit-: uf liljits I.ea-Franeis n1nt.lels. The first ear was et.impleted
in i9i-iii and in l9'iJ*l_t tlte ear was still as-'ailahle tn speeial nreler.
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The Jaguar powarod lan-Francis

LEDI. (A)
Frnnt 1'1.‘-‘Tij Ledl's husiness i.'entrer.l nn heaeh |iup¢3,ie*s. hut it
alsn made small numhers nf the "Targa". a mid-engined enupe
with a ‘;‘-ii'n-':.t' fihreglass l"ii:ii;h,.-' tr|rJ. independent suspensinn
and dist." hrakes all rnund. and a trans-.-'ersel';.' mnunted L5-
litre Fnrd engine. Frnnt suspensinn was lay en-il springs and
dnuhle wishhnnes while Fnrd Fiesta MaePhersnn strut frnnt
suspensinn was Llepltiyed at the rear.

Letll has alsn made a partieularl*_g.' ltnrrid lihreglass ‘etip3." nf
the Hugittti Type jiii inn a 1.2-litre ‘i»'"'t3}" Beetle lltinrpttnl and
an t:'L]LlI.tll}’ Lll't1I.'t}l't‘..'l['t~t.'lt‘t‘i.-1'l":}3‘l;7 Mercedes-Bena SH" i 1 .t":i- nr 1.2-
litre M-‘W Ànnrpan}. in iiJ‘)i.i the finn enni.'entrated nn the "Al"-1'.
a i-‘nrd-hasetl ear whieh used the isinea-rlerii.-'ed laadtr. with
Esenrt T|.trhn pnwer. a tnp speed nfiust nver ljiintplt.-"’ 210]-:mh
was elain"ied. By then it was making ahnut twn ears a week.

l.EGGA'I'I'I (D)
| 

A late 1'-9!-tt'.lst1tiil-cerrifii ltiglt—i.|ii:.iiit§,.-" enpy nfthe Ferrari Daytnna
Hp}-tier hased nn the {Iherrnlet Eran-*eÀe. ‘Wits’ anynne 1a.-"nu ld
want tn take a ear t 1-lithe inteanty and eseel lenee nf the Cnrvette

and then spend a int nl tttnne},-* tn et.ins"ert it intn a lake is
l".ie';rnnd enmprehensinn.

gs (es)
A late 191-iÀs maker nf enpies nl' the _laguar (I T3.-*1":-e. III TfÀ]-t:
and H55 using _]itgi|itr running gear. Turn lit.‘}"' ears were
availahle.

.Qu|§ see *|a.sa-at-:1.
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In 1985 bemaanne intrn-dtteed the ‘Pulsar. an nnennvineing
Pnrselte 911 Caltritilet lnnkalike whieh used \="‘i.'1i*' Heetle running
gear hut the linrfs nwn ehassis. It did nnt last lnn_§_=,.

ll [GB]
Lenham hegan tn huild small numhers nf spnrts-raeing ears
in l9l'ii-i, snld the Hamlen F Fnrd 1(ii_i-it ear in the early 19?{]s.
and in l9?(i ll'llI't'ltlll.lt_‘t5II.l the l.enltattt-Heztley. This had an
estrenteh.-' pretty fihreglass and aiuminiunt l"in-r.l1; inspired hi},-*
the Bugiitti Type f¿ hut a distinet shape in its nwn right.
whieh Lenham Fitted tn the rentwate-Ll eltassis nl' an}-' nf the
large Austin-Healey-'s. At the time sueh ears were merely
rusting nld hangers. hilt when tlte*;.-' l‘s:eattte ‘elassies' supplies
dried up.

H‘;-
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LEO ARI! (GB)
Linnel Lennard isznight a tIIiitipi.'r—i*--it} spnns ear ehassis and
¿tted it with a enp';.' nfTtn1ring's larireherrrt hn-zily fnr the
Ferrari 166. This ear ireg. _|D‘t" 500} was later snltl tn Cliff
iltanris. whn in 1955 huilt it Tnieirn~Hristnl (LOY '5ll{li whieh
heeame the pattern fnr the AC nee. Lennard meanwhile huilt
a ear similar tn his Ctiriper-MG whieh he ealled a ‘Lennard-
Mt'..i'. Httnte anthnrities maintain that he enpied the Tnieirn
hnt sinee the Tnieirn was a t_‘f}['J‘t,,' nf the Cnnper it is a very
suhtle pnint.

In 1954 Lennard ttflererl eupies '-1.‘l'l‘ this ehassis fnr sale
and. in-r a hrief spell, a fihreglass versinn r.il' the bnrrhertri
hndy.-'. This was nne nf the very first fihreglass hndies
nffered tn the British speeial huilder. Tn judge Frnnt the
faet that it was ads-'ertised fnr nnly a few weeks it seems
that few ii‘ any.-' were snld. Hes-'eral penple litiught ehassis.
lttm-*et»'L*r. and fitted their nwn l'.'sa.lies. Hnnte iii these.
delih-erateh; nr mistakenly-'. have sinee heen passed nff as
Tnieirns.



LIGHTSPEED PANELS

LEO E (ll
A sltnrt—li"red t i‘~J=i‘£T'—=-iii] spnrts ear in the typieal Italian ididrn.
lt used a t1.|l11t|lar l'ran'te. and sttspettsinn and driye train eame
l'rt_".:-in the Fiat lltit]. A lltltiee versinn was alsn nffered hat
there were lew takers.

LEO TINA {I}
A faithful enpy elf the lilfitl Pfagatti-laes;lied .»tilfa Rnmen
1'1-"-ititit'Jf~i with a fihreglass hndy and enntentpnrary Alla
Hnrrten enrnpnnents. it was ¿rst t.il'l‘ered in IEWB hut had gnne
hy the end nt' ii]?-"B.

LEOPARD (GB)
First sltnwn in liiirii-i. the Lennard Miraeh was a ear in the
isitus.--"{Iaterham Hieeen idinm. There was a fihreglass and
l~Leylar hndy and an enlarged is-litret Rnver Vt-t engine whieh
gas.-'e Eiitilhitp. l'*i-'lasiinttm speed was elainted tn he FsÀtttpit.-*"
.3-lsttll-{nth with ti-fitltttplt aeeeleratinn in lqiye seennds.

LESTER (GBl
Harry Lester huilt 1ttes.lil'ied l‘*-»'Itf}s inst aiter the war and prt;'s.ltteed
the first Lester—l’*~-113 in l‘?)=i'9. it had a twin—tnhe ladder Fnime
witlt an upswept Frnnt tn aeenittittntlztte the enil spring and
dnuhle wishhtine frnnt suspensinn {frnnt the it-'lG ‘I’ Type
salnnni. the liye rear asle ti‘--"til; Tn '1 was suspended nn quarter
elliptie springs. and the it-ttfi TC engine was Iinered (_lt_II‘Wt't tn
it]i'i.Tee. The ear was en-tnpleted hy a sintple aluminium l.'s;)dy
with t.'ye|e wings. Twn were huilt fnr the 1*)‘5t} seasnn and were
l_;.tirl‘_t-' sLtet'essh.tl in British eltth raeing. Frnm 1951 an NIG engine
he-red nut tn 1-"'i6Tee was nffered.

Mnst Lesters were liitntgltt fnr raeing hut Lester alsn made a
tised head enape and snrne nil‘ these were espnrted. in 1iJ"35.
keeping the l".in'.iad nriginal laynut. Lester added independent rear
suspensinn lay a transyen~.e leal‘ spring and dntthle wislth-dnes. A
fihreglass ennpé hndy was nlifeietl and at least nne nf these was
httilt with a Ctn'er|t|'y Climas: F‘~I'L-M engine. Hy that time the eats
were tinenittp-etitiye in nteing hut a tiny numher were huilt fnr
rn.ad ase. The manque iarlesil arnund the end nf 1955.
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l.estnr—MG at Trengwuintu-n

LE VICO 'I'E lCDI\l)
A ‘nnstalgia' ear nf 19??-Ti) whit."h used Fnrd running gear
inelnding a 6.6-litre VB engine.
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Le V's:amlu Renaissance

LIBERTY SLR (USA)
A 'tntditinnal' spnrts ear witlt a fihreglass Iszidy made hy
Fil':rerlah hetween IEJTE5 and l'F)T¿. It used Fnrd running gear
and hnre snme resemblanee tn an Astnn Martin Ulster.

LIB CARS (GB)
in the tttid-1980s this enntpany made 'hat.lget' Cnhnt enpies
hased tin Fnrd Cnrtina enrnpn-nents. ‘tilnhra 189' and “-*-’tZ?'
hudies were tillered and engine nptinns hegan with a Fdrtl
l5tJtJee unit tjnst what the (In-hr‘.-.1 always needed) up tn Fnrd
‘Jtis. The =‘i2? 'Cnhra‘ was rnarketed as the ‘Hing Cnhra'; the
firm seems nnt tn have knnwn that a ‘Hing C-ahra‘ was aetually
a Cnnper l"v’lnnaen Fitted with a Fnrd 'y't:i engine hy Clarrnll
5helhy—but nnthing shnuld surprise nne ahnut an nutfit
whieh made a Cnhra enpy witlt a t ¿tttiee engine!

LlGl'l I G SPORTSCARS [GB]
A shnrt-lived ntitl-1980s Fnrd Cnrtina-snttreed l-zit ear inspired
h-y the tlheyrnlet Eit¿-“ELIE Stingray.

LIGHTSPEED E_LS {GB}
A kit ear rnal-ter whieh hrnaght nut the ‘Magenta’. a
Traditinnally‘ styled twn-seater hased nn BMC 11tJt}f15t}tII
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LIGHTS-PEED PANELS

enmpnnents in li3"?2. In 1'-‘~}‘T="t-t this was fnllnwed hy a versinn
{Magenta I¿litiw-'l1ielt used Fnrd Esenrt running gear and then.
in 'l‘}}l'iU. hy the Mini-hased Magenta Hprint. They were very
haste ears {withnut even dnnrs} and tn widen its hase in 1982
the enmpany t nnw ealled Magenta Cars] was alsn making the
‘Tarragnn‘. a Fnur-seater spnning estate using Fnrd Esenrt
enmpnnents. This enmpany fnlded in 1986 and the spnns ear
prnieet was taken nver by lvlntnrspeed. re-engineered tn take
MGH parts. and marketed under the name Magic‘. The
Fnllnwing year Henrhill Mntnrs tnnk nver the prnjeet and
nffered it as a Fnrd Cnrtina-hased kit. .-’tnd sn it gnes nn...
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LIGIER (F)
Es-rugby internatinnal Guy Ligier heeante a Fnmtula I privateer
after he hung up his studded hnnts. He was nnt e:-taetly an aee
and after he had had his Àing he turned his attentinn tn his
husiness interests and tn huilding enntpetitinn sp-nrts ears. All
Ligiers hear the ‘J5’ designatinn. in ntemnry nf Guy Ligier‘s
friend. _]-n Sehlesser. whn was killed in the 1968 Freneh GP.

The nne Ligier rnad spnns mndel appeared in l9'.i'1 hut in
l‘EJ?¿ the enmpany entered Fnrmula l and snnn devnted its
etTnrts tn that. a nd tn ntiern ears at the nther mntnring estreme.
In Fnrmula 1 there have heen ndd perinds nf sueeess. hut fnr
snnte years past the hest nne ean say elf Ligier is that it has
survived. with a little help frnnt its friends.

J52, IP11-T1. Prod apprnat: 10-U. The ehassis nf
Ligier‘s rnad mndel was a pressed steel platfnrm and the
enupé hndy was nf fihreglass. Its engine was the 5-litre versinn
til‘ the ‘v't5 whieh Citrnen had develnped fnr the SM. and this.
with its five-speed transmissinn. was tumed thrnugh it-if!
degrees tn allnw it tn be ntnunted hehind the driver. Herve-

l.

Ligier J52, was

assisted dise hrakes were Fitted tn all fnur wheels. whieh were
independently sprung. The J1-12. had a elaimed tnp speed nf
150mphr'E-’iUkmlt.

LIST] I . (GB)
The Listair Dash arrived in 1986 and derived frnm nne nf Peter
i’ellandine‘s designs previnusly marketed as the Remhrandt.
Engine nptinns ineluded the ‘Nit’ Beetle and Alfa Rnmen
"heater" units. The enmpany was in trnuhle hy 1988. and in
1990 the prnjeet was taken nver hy Dash tipnrts Cars Ltd (qv).

LIS'I'E . (GB)
Frnnt the early 1980s W1’ Autnmntive modi¿ed thejaguar X]-
5 and snld the ears as Lister-jaguars. thanks tn an arrangement
with Brian Lister. maker nf the famnus Lister-jaguar spnrts
raeer nf the 19‘5Us. witlt a 6-litre engine. up tn 1?Btnphf28f1ldT|h
was elainted t¿vhtimph in 5.4 seennds). In 1989 Lister
annnunced a run nf 50 ‘Le lvtans’ mndels. The standard hndy
was ntndified tthe ‘Àying huttresses‘ at the rear were remnved
and there was a new frnntal treatment}. There was alsn a new
gearhns. drive train and rear suspensinn. With a ‘5OUhhp 7'-
litre versinn nt thejaguar ‘v'12. a tnp speed nl‘2t}Umpl1x'52Àidnh
(ti-(ittmph in 4.4 seenndsi was claimed. In 1990. Lister
annnuneed annther limited editinn. nf 2'5 'I{nnhhlies' (the
affeetinnate niekname given tn the 1958 prnduetinn Lister-
_laguar spnrts raeert.

I984 Lister-Jaguar

Ll'l"l'ON (GB)
Frnm the late 19BUs Littnn made an unennvineing enpy nf
the Laneia Eitratns hased nn Laneia Beta enmpnnents and
nriginally marketed under the name *Allnra’ tqv}.

B (GB)
Leslie Ballarriy heearne well knnwn in the 1950s fnr his
rnndi¿eatinns tn prnduetinn ears. in partieular his split-asle
i.f.s. ennversinn fnr varinus heant asle Fnrds. In 1960 he
designed a range nf ladder-frame ehassis. eaeh using the
swing-asle i.f.s.. tn take varinus prnprietary ¿breglass hudies.



LOTUS

was also offered. When a Coventry Climas engine was ¿tted
the car became knnwn as the ‘Super Seven‘ and many of
these also had wire wheels. A ‘motorcycle on four wheels’.
the Seven had a hood twhieh leaked) and room for a
collapsible tooth brush; hut it was enonnous fun. and had
a Lotus hadge. Cars on the ltnme market had aluminium
cycle mudguards while the esport ‘Seven America‘ had
flowing fibreglass wings.

Ellll, ‘BB1-Q3... Prod: 998. Announced at the same
time as the Seven. the Elite was Chapman's first GT car. While
the Seven was basic. the Elite was a technical marvel. being
the world’s first car with unit construction in ¿breglass. in
the event. this prnved costly tn make and Lntus lost_ money
on every one. Power came from the 121t5cc FWE versinn of
the Coventry Climas F‘+Ztl~’A which produced ‘F1-95l'.iltp. and
seventl power options were offered throughout the model's
life. Frnnt suspensinn was hy coil springs and dnuhle
wishbones. and the independent rear was by ‘Chapman
struts‘. actually a modified MacPhersnn stn.1t. Disc brakes
were ¿tted all rnund. inbnard at the rear. One of the prettiest
cars ever. the Elite was quick tup tn a I2tlntph.f'l9§ikmh
mat-timum with the twin carh FWEI and handled like a dream
but was noisy and poorly made. Since the side windnws
were fiszed. occupants could bake in hot weather.

The prnductinn ¿gure. incidentally. is the nf¿cial nne; some
surplus budy shells found their way intn private hands and
other cars emerged. Subsequent attempts tn huild surplus
shells into reasonable cars by using Fnrd or Lntus ‘Twin Cam‘
engines have failed since the car‘s poise depended on the
light weight of the aluminium Coventry Climas engine.

l.ailus Elih Special E|:|ui|a|nant‘ arrivad in 1950

Boron Borlni ll, 1 960-68. Prod: 1350. The Seven
Series II had a new simpli¿ed space frame and lightly revised
suspensinn geometry. Early British esamples had aluminium
cycle mudguards hut the ¿breglass wings from the Seven
America snnn hecame standard on all cars. The 997cc Ford

Lalsns¿uvsn¿arinll
with 1.5-lilra Ford
angina

105E engine hecame available during 1960 ancl that soon
hecame the most popular l-litre engine. From 1961 the
15-40cc Ford 109E was ¿tted tn the Super Seven and later the
1.5-litre Ford Kent engine hecame the usual unit.

Elllll B1 , ‘I 962-$4.. Prod: inc]. S213. 7895. Lotus‘ ¿rst
conventional road car. the Elite. almnst bankrupted the ¿rm;
the Elan. hnwever. was the making o+f it. in place of the
¿breglass mnnncnque was a simple pressed steel backbone
chassis. a long-estahlished idea despite Chapman's attempts
tn claim it for his nwn. Each end was like a tuning fork: the
front fork cradled the engine. the rear the ¿nal drive. and
both canted the suspension. which was similar to the Elite
althnugh the wheelhase was slightly shorter. The ¿breglass
shell began as a rag top ta hard top was soon available) and
featured pop-up headlights which were then something of
a novelty. Lotus made its own engine. a 158Bcc twin-cam on
a Ford hlnck talsn used in the Lotus-Cnrtina) which was
initially rated at id¿hhp. A top speed of 115mph»’1-Fi¿ktnh
and 0-60mph in nine seconds were respectable ¿gures. but
the real perfomtance came from superb road holding and
handling. Build quality. alas. remained problematical.

‘J. _.
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“I051 Elan

IIIBZ, B3, ‘I964-G6, ‘I956-O9-Procl:soeIEihnS1.
Althnugh the Elan was always dogged by huild quality
prnhlems. which was unforgiveahle because it was not a cheap
car. owners were prepared to tolerate that to experience the
matchless handling. Besides it also had a lot of ‘badge value‘
since Lntus was dominating motor racing in every major single-
seater cIass.Dn the S2. centre-lock wheels replaced the previous
discs. and there were a number of detail improvements. The
majority of cars made were hard top. The S3 had a high ¿nal
drive ratio together with a close ratio gearhos. option. The ‘SE’
{Special Equipment) version had a 11'5hhp engine. close ratio
gears and servo brakes.

I-|--5-_-'1'

Eian 53 Special Equipment ha-cl 'l '|5H|=p angina
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Alla litaman built considerable numbers of sporting convertibles an W00.
IlilÀlil. Giulialln and Giulia bases. and like this Fininfarina-dasignacl Giulia

Spy1laraH|\aaarlyl'ilalJsfl1e1warainva¿aHyvarypruÀyfn1lecars

The sis-cylinder MGC was criticisacl by ra-ad tasiars for pa-ar hantling
and unttlarslaer. lsutanioysa loyal Fa¿awingta-cla-y



Europa 51, I966-69. Prod: all Europtas. 9230.
Chapman's ambitions to bttild a mid-engined GT car were
thwarted by the absence of a suitable powertrain until the
Renault if: arrived. I.ntus bought in ?Sl':-lip versions of the
Renault 1-‘i?tlcc engine and tfwdi transa:-tle. tumed the engine
tbrottgh l¿tl degrees. and re-rnated it to the suitably modi¿ed
tntnsarde. The chassis was similar to the Elan. but rear
suspensinn was by lnwer wishbones and transverse top links.
similar to cnntempnntry ntcing practice. The ¿breglass body.
which was bonded nntn the chassis. was controversial for it
lnnked like a st|uashed van. The ttl91nplt»-"tTt'Sknth top speed
and ti-(itiittplt acceleration in 10.? seconds were not outstanding
ligu res. the cnckpit was cramped and clattstrophobic. rearward
vision was pnnr and the windows did not open. but handling
was to Lotus" usual standards. The ¿rst two year's production
went to Europe. since Lottts wanted worldwide markets to
match its wnrldwide fame; and esports tn America began in
19(:~S with titilaltp l"ii’ir'icc‘ engines.
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Lntus Europa 5|, 1966

Sorrel! Series tn, 1 we-ro. Prod: approx 35:». The
Seven Series iil had detail body revisions t which made it a
little more civilised i. Triumph Hentld rack and pinion steering.
front disc brakes anti a Ford Escort back aide which gave a
slightly wider rear track. The basic Seven could be hnught with
a variety of small Fnrd engines. but the Super Seven had the
Lotus Twin Cam unit. It was the Series Ill which was put into
production by Caterham Cars anti which was subsequently
copied by many unlicensed makers. witlt the hood up. you
need tn he an acrobat to get in; and if there's someone in the
passenger seat. you'll become very close as a result.

Super Seven Series lll Twin Cam,196?: only/13 made

Europa S2, ‘I 968-Tl . Prod: see Europa 51. Tlte s2
was not available in Britain until 1969. and then it was usually
sold in kit form to escape pttrcl'1ttse tas lllke mnst other

LOTUS

Lotuses until 19?iii. It was not received with overwhelming
enthusiasm. largely because it was underpowered. but then
it was always intended to be a cheap car. Electric windows
were a welcome improvement. since ventilation was poor.
and the fibreglass body was now bolted. not bonded. tn the
chassis. which made repair very much easier. The cockpit
remained tight since the two seats were divided by the deep
backbone chassis. luggage space was laughable despite estra
space behind the engine. and taller drivers cottld forget the
Europa. People still hnught them. though. because nothing
at the price handled so well.
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Elllll-I-2, I965-1 Prod: 5201}. an indication of where
Lotus saw its future. as its name suggests. the Elan+2 coupe
was for the Lotus enthusiast with a young family t just like
Chapman]. Wider. and with a longer wheelbase. it did not
have the ultimate road holding of the base car but was still
streets ahead of almost anything else. Like all Lotuses it had
impeccable road manners. an escellent ride. and was easy on
fuel. From the start it had the ll'5l:'.-hp engine. The l5t}+2S of
19?1 had the 12(:bhp ‘big valve‘ engine which meant
12tJntplt:’1'9.’:kntlt and tit-titilrnplt in "LS secnnds. From l9T*'2 there
was the 150-5. which had Lotus‘ new ¿ve-speed gearboa. A
few were convened to rag tops after they left the f:actory. ln
keeping with its place in the market few were sold as kits.
which meant better build quality from new. and by the time
the +2 arrived. Lotus quality had improved a lnt.

Elan !3D+I5, WIS

EIIII S4, Splill, ‘I BBB-TI , ‘I 911 -T3. Prod: seelilan
S1. The S4 had as standard equipment most of the features
of the S5 ‘SE* such as servn-assisted brakes and the l1_Sbhp
engine; it also had wide wheel arches to accom-modate low-
pro¿le tyres. Lotus had taken to heart the many criticisms
abottt quality. and made a big effort to pttt things right. so
the general rule is: the later the car. the hetter its build. The
mnst desirable of all was the ‘Sprinti t'15‘.i3 made) with two-
tone paintwork and the i2t5bhp ‘big valve‘ engine. Even



totus__

amt ing the Sprints there were prime t'ars—~the few fitted with
the new five-speetl gearbos scheduled for the nest generation
of I.ott1s rt ratl cars. To the entl ofits life the Elan set the standartl
in roatl holding. trntl late models were capable of
13¢ rmp):_.---"1‘)5krttlt antl ti-titlrttplt in 6.? secnntls—no wontler
Maittla tool-t the Elan as its criteritm when building the lvllti-S.
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Elan 5-4 Sprint is the mast desirable

Seven IV, ‘I 970-73: Prod: approx 1000.
Lot us‘ changing priorities were retlectetl in this more ‘civilised‘
antl ‘sophistit'tttetl' version of the Seven. it hatl the same basic
layotrt as its predecessors bttt a new space frame. which was
slightly longer antl witler than before. frtmt suspensitm
derivetl from the Europa. anti more positive location of the
rear asle. Its fibreglass hotly was unstressed antl it offered
better weather protection antl creature comforts.

in retrospect it has been perceived as the 'soft‘ Seven bttt
that is uniustifietl; the fact that it sold more strongly than
other Sevens shows hnw it was perceivetl in its own day.
The sltift of perception came when ears such as the Seven
were no lnnger a motorists sole car but had become a
weekend nrnabout. That is the reason why the less practical
but more ntacho Series III enjoyed a great revival in the l98t]s
when made by Caterham Cars.
-._.
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Eurapa Twin Cant, I 971 -7'5. Prod: see Europa
51. At last the Europa received the prnver for which it was
crying otrt. antl the tt¿bltp Lotus-Fortl ‘Twin-Cam‘ engine
tr.tnsformed the car. Hand in glove witlt that went a mttch
sharper look. acltieved by cutting tlown the rear deck antl
the atldition of alloy wheels. Even better was the Special‘

which came in 197? with the tlohltp ‘big valve‘ engine anti
an optitmal five-speed gearbnrt. which meant lÀlmphr’
t9.’rkntlt and ti--IrÀmpit in ?.? secontls. Since Lotus quality
overall was improving year by year. ttnd few Europas were
sold as kits. the Europa is now a good buy. especially since
it tentls to be cheaper than a comparable Elan. Despite early
shortcomings. the Europa was arguably the world's first
practical mid-engined roatl car.

Eurapa Twin Carn Special was launcltecl in I'i>‘?'2

EIIIO 5 I , ‘I Q14-BU. Prod: 2393. tiltrtprtttrn bad decided
to move away frortt small spons cars. sold mainly in kit form.
and go up-market. This was a shrewtl move. since the
imposition of ‘v'AT in Britain could ltave tlamagetl Lotus. He
could not. however. have predicted the panic that followed
the 1973 CtPECoi| crisis and this did affect Lnttts sales.
altlttrttgh Efrntpg was good for a 1l‘.*'tntplt..-*".3'l(l-llltnth car {U-
frfintph in TEE secontlsi.

The new Elite had a backbone chassis. coil spring and
tlouble wishbone front suspension. antl independent rear
suspension by coil springs. ¿setl drive shafts. lower wishbones
and radius rods. It was pt".rweretl by an all-new tlohc till-valve.
2-litre. four-cylinder. I.otus Ht}? engine tfirst seen in the_Iensen-
Healey] which delivered its ltitibhp via a five-speed gearbos
tin American trim it had lr=iCtbhpt. A genuine four-se.a.ter. with
reasonable luggage space. its hatchback styling was not to all
tastes. but trim levels were high. The Elite St";-1 was the base
car. the SUE was a de ltute version with air conditioning. a
better stereo antl so on. The S05 was a SUE witlt power assisted
steering and the SCH was a SU5 with automatic transmission.
A problem was that Lotus had diliiculty making a sintple sports
car properly; it was not up to making an ‘ertecutivei sports car
properly.

i i_j__ 1-

latus Elite 51. 1914
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EIIllI BI, I 915-‘Q-: Prod: 1299- l.otus' set'ontl ‘new
generation car was basically a fttstback Elite antl sharctl that
car*s chassis antl drive train. The new style twhieh was to
be refinetl antl continued as the 'E:tcel’i hartlly retlucetl rear
passenger space but Lotus liked to call it a 2+2. possibly to
make the Elite seem larger. There were four levels of trim.
S21. S22. S25. SZ:1i. which correspo-ndetl to the Elite Sill. St1£.
Sti5 and Stisi. There was also an economy rnotlel. the Slit.
which hatl a skimpy interior. lotrr-speetl Fnrtl gearbos. anti
steel wheels with only S.Sin witle rims. This ditl not catch
on. however. and customers rnuch preferretl the more
espensive models.

In America the Eclat was sold as the Lotus 'Sprint'. not to
be confused with the Eclat Sprint wlticlt was a 19?? versitm
of the SEU or S21 with a lower rear asle ratio. white paint
and black flashes. Lotus went tltrough a period of building
tspecial editions?

The Eclat was about Itltllh lighter than the Elite antl hatl
a slightly more slippery body. thtrs it had a top speed of
129ntph,/’2(17krnlt anti woultl cover t1-fr¿rttplr in '1'!) seconds.
As before. Lotus builtl quality lagged behind the demands
n-f the market sector which the company ltatl targeted. trntl
early engines hatl relatively short lives before needing
espensive rebuilds. The dynamics of the car on the roatl.
however. were escellent and with the new generatinn I.otus
set new standards of quality and finish for plastics bodies.
The Eclat was not as rorty as an Elan. but then Cltttpntttn
himself htrd reached middle age and his cars reflected his
own tastes.
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Tha faur-sealer Eclat 51.19.75

Elprll SI /$2/52.2,, ‘I 916-78]I OTB-BO/‘I 980-
BI... Prod: 994/930,138. First sltown as a prototype on a
modi¿ed Europa chassis in 19?2. the Esprit was launched
in 19?S but did not reach production until mid-19715.
Although mid-engined. with a wonderful. if wide. body by
Giugiaro. under the skin it was recognisably the sister to
the Elite and Eclat. it had the same engine and suspension
layout on a pressed steel backbone chassis. but rear tlisc
brakes were inboard and the five-speed transartle was front
the Citroen SM.

Early cars (S1) were not as quick as Lotus hopetl—the
works claimed 158rttphr’222kmh but Arrtocorcould get only
12-1imph.r’2U0kmh with t1-60mph in 8.4 seconds. and other
road test ¿gures were similar. This suggests prnhlems with
the engine installation since the Esprit was slower than the
Eclat. There were also vibration and cooling problems which
were not sortetl out until the SE of 1'§JT"§J. This had a new
camshaft. wider wheels. revised interior trint. and improvetl

airflow to the engine bay witlt new collector tltlcts beltintl
the rear sitle wintlows. Eittemally. the origirtal blatle front
spoiler was replaced by an integrated wraparound spoiler.
The S3 tlitl tleliver the perfnnnance for which Lnttrs ltr rpetl anti
was tested at lf"rS-ntplt.»-"2 lT*'k.nth wit lt t'l-Hlrttplt in t"i.ti seconds.
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Esprit was styled by Giugiara

ln l'Eli'il1 the Esprit becartte the S12 when it receivetl the
larger ll‘?-ice Type ‘J12 engine. This was a fairly es.tensive|y
revised unit. still prr rtlucing ltitllrltp but with irnprr ivetl torque.

EIIIO 52.2, I §BU-B3- Prod: 133. The ntain improve-
ment was the 2.2-litre engine. which hatl more torque. antl
the five-speed Getrag ge.arbtnt whiclt replacetl the original
five-speed i.ottrs gearbort with EL rrrtios. The system ol
bridging the car tStll. Stilt etc} was dropped antl custonters
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Elite 52.2. l'ilBl

chose optitms in the usual way frtmt a list in the catalogtre.
Detail improvements inclutled tlifferent btrmpers and there
was a ‘Ftiviera' special edititm {the ‘speciali elements
amountetl to a sun roof and some badges}.

Eelal 52.2.. 1 980 *5. Prod: 223.a1t remarks ehtiirr
-.,.;-._ "'1'; 'h- 1.:--i
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Eclat 52.2 Riviera. WEI



LOTUS

the Elite Hi‘...-E‘. apply.‘ lt} the l-Ielat 1.-"ersitin. ineltttling the ‘Hit-'iera'
speeial editinn. It was still ptissihle lt} htrjr a eheaper trersitin
with the Ftirtl l'titir-speed gearht_is.

llÀfh TllfbÀ; '|§8Q-811 Prod: 1653. ¿tltlitiuglt the
engine tif the Esprit Ttirhti hatl the satne eapaeit}.-' as the
ntin"nall'_r aspirated versiun it was nitire than iust an engine
with a Garrett AiReseart.'l'| ttirli-tielittrger htiltetl t]-fl. It was
tlttirtitiglily re-wtirltetl antl earrietl the tlesignatitin T},-‘pt’ "~J1t.‘t-
‘w'lit*n the 3 ttJl"ihp Esprit T|.1rl"si appeared it set new stantlartls
it:-r a ear with sat:h a stnall engine t 1-tHtttpl1_-""2352-litiiilt ttip speed
and t t~t'>t)n1pli in ti. 1 seee-nt.ls;- yet stleh was the paee e-iprtigress
in the lE1HtIls that ht; 198": Ftirtl had tnatle the Sierra Ctiswtinh.
whit.'l'| had a snlaller engine yet siniilar perl't.n't1‘tanee.

The Tttrhti hatl a stillller ehassis. higger htintpers. a new
lift]-I‘ll sptiiler. ll'l‘l[)I'-tIl"t’L‘t_l hral-tes. anti larger wheels. The first
ll]-[.1 ears etirnprisetl a garish speeial editinn in the t'tiltntrs tif
tlie spt:-nstir til the l.tit|.ts Ftinnttla 1 team. Esse:-t F'etrtJleuttt.

Ft:-r the l‘_~JH"'i intitlel year there was a reeisetl ehassis with
a new frtint seetitin tn earrg.-' new frtint saspensitrn tstill t.'tllll
springs antl tltnilile wislthtinesi. Hy then tup speed had risen
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The mo ttpa Turbo
tti 1'33iitpli..-""3-¿ltiiili tti-{itliiiph in ‘iii seee-ntls} hat that has
never heen the main reast IIFI ‘t"t'l1‘_t-'1tt'"l*l,-’till1t_‘ wt ittltl lttty an Esprit
Tttrl":-ti; the reasnn is that l"lt}l"H1HI.l‘}'l{ÀtJ"t‘t'H1T1tJfE ahtntt handling
tir rtiatl ht.1~lt.ling than Lntus.

$3, 1 "1 -87- PfÀ-Ci: 767. The H5 hatl nttist till‘
tlte itttprtweinents whieh had heen inetirptintted intti the Esprit
Tttrhti. it alsti had a new rear sttspensitin l;'l‘ft."JL]lI with ltiwer

Esprit sa. was
wislihtines. serni trailing anns anti upper links whieli was
inetirptirated intu the Tttrhti antl later adtiptetl l't_ir the Eseel
when it replaeetl the Eelat. This intitlel was eapahle t if lfetntplt.-*"'
21‘?-ltinlt antl a tl-tt¿ttiplt tinte in (1.7-' seetintls.

Excel, illlrollucill ‘I 985. Production tn the end uf
1990: 1972. First stiltl in IUH5 as the Eelat 'Es.eel' ttti retluee
the et:-st tiitjepe apprt n.-'al lw t.‘tt|‘[‘§r‘lt"|_t.{ t;-tter Eelat eertifieatitin i.
this ear was an t.'stensit--'el1t-* re—engineeretl Eelat with stifter ht .s.l1.'
stj.»-‘ling. a 'l'tn,'t:tt;.t li\‘e—spet:t.l gettrlitis and 'l'ti}-'tittt heal-te
etirnptinents. tthe use til‘ *["tn;tita etiniptinents enhant:et.l
relitthilityi. The rear suspensit:-n was revised alting the lines tif
the Esprit H5. with ltiwer 'w'ishht'int:s. senii trailing arms :.tnd
upper linl-ts. 'l'tip speetl was lfstiiiplt.---""31‘?-lttnli and the tit-{itltnpli
time was Tl} seetinds.

In Oettiher 193% eaine the high etirnpressitin lHlll'Jl“|['J SE
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‘I939 Excel had revised tiir darn and honnet louvre:

rnettlel. whieh was I'|'t1tt‘§',it‘l;tll'y' t|uieltert l¿¿ttipli.--"'2 ltiltrnh and
ti-t’rt'.lttip]1 in (1.1-t seetintls l. and the ftilltiwing ‘jH;‘LlI'l1Tt1t1§.{l1lll1tf
sn. which alsti hatl the lH[ll"1l"l['J engine hut whieh used a
ftntr-speetl ZF autt::+niatie transtnissitin. IPJHH hrtiught ITl!lÀt}I'
1nt1dilit.‘atit'ins tti the l'it;ttl'_t-"w'tirl~:.

Il|Dl'|I' 54, IIIIIOHIIEOGI ‘I 9R7. t’.}iu_t.=,iarti's earlier Esprit
l‘}t]ILl}', styled during his ‘ltilded pa]"M:t" pet'it.1t.l_ was replaeetl
la}; an in—htiuse design suhntittetl against stilTetiii1petititin ht,-'
Peter Stevens. He heeante an instant star and went tin It) st}-'le
the 1989 Elan. the _laguar 1'*Z_lH-1‘: and It} wtirlt tin the l‘-*lt:Laren
sttperear pretieet- The l"ttJ{.l‘}-' hatl a ltiw tlntg faettir a ntl it needetl
that tti et::tttntentet an adtlititinal "iUUlli weight. The Esprit engine
tlelwteretl slightly." less puwer and lt]II"IZ.]l.IL' than the etluivalent
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Espri|54,1’WI

unit in the F.:ttt.'el SE. Its 1T"£hl"tp, deli‘-.-'eretl thrtiugh a Renault
GTA transasle. prtipelletl the Esprit 54 tti 15Hii1plir"22Eltn1l1 [U-
tiÀtiiplt in 6.5 seetindsl whieh were estnttirdinary figures ft:-r
a nt:-nnall}-' aspiratetl 2.3-litre engine. Than]-ts tti a nttire rigid
L'h:.tssis rtiad htilding was iniprtwed as well.

Esprit Turhn, Introclu: ‘I981. There was ntit a
hetter ehassis than the Esprit anti the Turh-ti HE henefitetl
lI'IIJlT'| the new lititljr. wl"|it"l"| was stntititlier anti rtititnier. The
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hase Turhti had tip tti littliiip tF.urtipean trim} which meant
1=it1ltnplitltittkntlt and ti-titttttpli in 5.5 seetinds. It was the
tiniv ear tin sale in Etritain whieh wtiultl tnp li¿ntpli. and
sprint tti sistv in under sis seetinds. antl eust less than .£-ZtU.l'.'.l{t[l.

Frtitn It-iav l'1}E’€J there was alsti the Turliu SE. whieh had
Etiiililtp. and ltir this tntidel I.titus was ahle tti elaint a ttip
speed tit lti3.T’ttipli.--"'£'.(i1.t~tknth with the Ll-tiÀtiipli dash in 4.?
seetinds. This put the Esprit HE in E-uperear League Div-'isit'in

_ ‘ii -Ii
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W89 Esp:-it Turbo

¿ne. where it was the tinlv plaver with a ftittr-evlinder engine.
ln l9‘~J"l) Ltitus huilt a run til' speeial ‘Cluh Hp-tin" versit ins til-

tlie Esprit Turliti with larger hntkes. a rtill eage and engine
tntidifieatitins. its the rtill eage irnplies. this variant was
speei¿ealiy intended ltir et iinpetitit in and ltilltiwed tin stteeesses
gainetl with an Esprit liv llttie itttntlv in Anieriean taeing.

I|lII, illlfÀdllliÀ I 989. l.titus had heen threatening
tti tnake an Elan replaeetnent ltir vears. and prtittitypes til
stlliseqttentlv aliandtinet.l prtiieets were tested in the early
19!-tt}s. Pan til‘ the trtiulile was that the Elan was a hartl aet
tti ftilltiw. hut the ear whieh was ehtisen tti hear the narne
was generallv weletitnetl as a tvtit"thv sueeesstir despite the
lttet that it had lrtint wheel drive.

This was altntist lieres';.-'-—latni1';.-' ears had frtint wheel drive.
sptirts ears hat.l rear wheel drive. ever}-'tine knew that. Ltitus
lirtike the tntiultl liv using a patentetl interaetive wishhtine
suspensitin tin a Htiating irtint suhtratne. ittiad testers stitin
tlet."ided that it was tittiel-:.t:r lrtiin at tti E» than vinuallv anv
tither ear and that ttirque steer was alisent.

The ehassis was a l‘iaeklitine al‘l'air. and the htidv was till?
et irn pt isites ttnanv petiple wtiultl eall it llihreglass hut in 1982
Ltitus asked writers. verv nieelv. tti use the ternt *etin1ptisites'. i.
The transverselv nttiunted l‘_'iHHee engine was hadged ‘Isuitu
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lotus Elan SE, 'l'P9'U'

t.titus' sinee Ltitus had niade a significant input intti the unit
tniade hv ajapanese etitnpan}-' in whieh General Mtitt.irs was
the largest sharehtilderl. It was a dtihe '1(i-valve‘ ftiu r—evlinder
unit whieh prtidueed 1 jttliltp when fuel injeeted. ltiililtp
when turlit ieharged. In ntirtnallv aspirated ft inn ttip speed was
l21tttpli.--"'1'§»"5kntlt tU—{iEniph in 8.2. seetindst hut the turliti-
eharged HE tnudel etiultl ttip ljtiritpli.--"21F)krtili l'l_l—(tl]tI1fll1 in
6.5 seetinds].

i'tnit:riean-lititind Elans hatl a ltinger ntise ttti aeetiinnitidttte
U5 hutnper laws} and petiple in the htirne tnarket felt that this
was an aesthetit: itnprtivetnent whieh ntight he nit"e tti have.
Ltitus sternlv rehtsed this wish.

ll! R0 DSTIRS {GB}
In the earlv 1980s. heftire he hit the hig titne. Adrian ltevnard
designetl a tuhular haekhtine ehassis ftir LR Rtiadsters and
this Ftinned the hasis tit" fihreglass eripies til the Ctihnt and
jaguar I} Tvpe ntarketed under the tnarque nitrite ‘Rain. A
stressed skin haeklitine ehassis ftirtned the iiasis tit' the Rani
RT. a _laguar-stiureed t*tipv tit' the Ferrari IT-an-ttina Epvtler.

[(35)
Starting in the earljt-' 19?'tJs l.‘jt-‘nit tnatle rivet lqtll‘ rivet etipies lrtirn
nriginal jaguar drawings til" the _laguar I) Type whieli were sti
faithl'|.il that. liv ehanging the instrunient panel. and a lew tither

Lynit D Type in I938

details. an unsentpultius perst in etitild pass tine tiff as the real
thing tntit that this has ever happened. Heaven ltirfentlit.
5(".ll.lI't'.It"lIl lreirn the _laguar E Tvpe. and availahle as a kit tir turn
kev ea r. the Lvnit had the E Tvpe's independent rear suspensit in
wltereas the I] Tit-‘pt: had a live aide. Ftir thtise wishing tti have
ereature etitnftirts as well as ]’}L‘l‘ft}I‘tt"i1tl"|L't.‘ tt";i'pit"ttllv. alitiut
t‘i"'.itttpl‘|.-"' 3=it']'kn‘tli and U-titiiiiplt in “Ti-.;"i !~'tL?t_"t'.J|“]-Eli‘-.i t. Lvnit a lsti tnade
an equallv line etipv til‘ the _laguar NH SH.



MACI-llA‘v‘ElL1 MOTORS

v:|.|.| ovo __ (us/at
Ftiunded in the mid-198-(ls ht; Htihhg Hentlerstin. whti had ftnallv
had entiugh cif the aggravatitin which can ctime frtim ciwrting
a real Femtri. ivlachiavelli ntade evticatitirts tif ctintempeirttrv
Fenaris. usually hased tin Ptintiac TransAm chassis and running
gear. The ditnensitins meant thev were ntit esact ctipies hut the
ct incept appealed and they snld liv the hundred.

AIM-dtitmrlli Mtilttirs cruti¿tin in I988

l$'l'llO (GB)
A 19t-it'i kit car in the Ltitus Seven iditint littt with a distinctive
wedge-shaped fihreglass liritly. Running gear was stiurced
frum the Ftird Ctirtina hut the space frame was prciperlv
stressed and the rising rate frcint suspensicin was ht: dciulile
wishhnnes. rticlter amts. and inlitiard cnil springs. Althnugh
a prtimising prtiiect tiitih Egginttin tif AED had engineered
it) it quickly ftilded. hut was updated and revived in 'lEl9I}
lit; PACE tqvi.

'|' see t.ttiHTs|=-twtri F-sitt=:t..s

ICO (DI
Established in 195i]. Maicti was well kntiwn ftir its mtittircvcles
when. in 1955. it jtiined a tltrting tif Gemtan ¿rms tti prtiduce
sntalhengined ectineimv cars tti meet the demands tif an

Meier: 500 Sport at the I95? Frankfurt Shaw

irnptiverished hut grciwing market. Its first mcidels were hased
ctn thtise cif ancither Gemtan maker. Champitin. and had
engines hetween 592cc and 452cc. Befcire Maicci withdrew
frtim the car market in 1958 tci ctincentrate cin mcitcircycles
again it made a twti-seat spcirts car using the twci cylinder
air-cticiled 452cc (Heinkel) engine in an independentlv
spntng hackhtine chassis. In 1957 this had nthher springing
which. that vear. was replaced hv cnil springs.

I ill (GB)
Nametl fcir its fciunder whti started tci ccinven rusted Bentley
Mk 6s intti ‘vintage-style cars in t9'?2. D. Mallalieu died in 1975
hut Ivtallalieu Cars Ltd was fcimted tti take civer the wtirlt and
huilt 45 units hefcire gning intci liquidaticin. The prnject was
then taken nver by The Ahingdtin Classic Car Company which
uffered twti models. hnth ccinvenihles with wire wheels. the
Tiarchena‘ and the ‘CJxft"itt:i*. and fcir a time made them at a
rate cif ahnut tine a mcinth. The number cif derelict Bentleys.
htiwever. was limited; -tither finns began tci ccinvert them. and
with price tags htivering artiund the £»3D.U[l'l] mark fin 1939)
the Mallalieu cciuld ntit survive.

A Mulhlieu Bet-ttley

|.|.oc|c tee] (MALLOCK RAg|t\t<3_t
Arthur Malleck. an armv cifficer and an engineer. huilt his
first special hefcire he was cild ennugh tti hcild a driving
licence. ffiuring the 1950s he hecame a well-knciwn character
tin the British cluh racing scene with an Austin Seven special.
and his career tucik tiff in 1959 when he hegan tti race a
Ftird-engined special he called ‘UZI (_vtia ttiti ctaii brine ta body
tithe iiitrie ran the tild Charles Atlas advenisements in which
weaklings had sand kicked in their faces"). The ¿rst U2
established the parameters fcir the Iviallticl-t line. which was
still gciing strting in 1990: the space frame was verv stiff. the
htidywtirk was simple with cycle mudguards. and the live
rear aide was carefully lticated.

l'vIalltick's success has been due tci his careful attenticin tci
detail in such areas as balancing spring rates and the tcirsicinal
rigidity tif his space frames. Scion after he started selling his
cars thev ceased tci be dual—purpcise machines and became
specialist circuit cars. but that was the custcimer‘s chtiice. ncit
l'vIalltick's. .Ilh"|IIJt*iI.Ilt‘I£1lltJ*t.Tl{ U2 cars have heen huilt ftir Clubmanti
racing hut directlv related designs tall frcint engined) have



appeared in single—setiter categtiries. Arthur MalItick's cause
was helped liv the driving skills tif his stins. Ricliartl and Rav.
and in Ithlli Riiv Malltick Limited lt_p'i started tti huild cars.
I’ I
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Muiloclt U1c|l'It:|1d'vouriinl'?B1

_ E i_.|.9§|( (GB) [RAY MALLOCK]
Rav Evliilltick intriidueed his t.'J'I*~'i{J liitikalike. the RML CrTs'IU.
in W91. Its ltigli—t1iialit}' fihreglass htidvwtirls cltithed a space
frame. hut unlike rtttist tiilter t."=TstJ ct ipies ilie RML car had a
2'.F gearlit is instead tif a Renault transaitle and this meant that
the engine was ftitir incltes ltiwer tlike the tiriginal. which tif
ctiiirse was in a mtintictique chassis}. The sittall-hlticl-; "i-litre
Ft ird ‘t-"H gave a claimed ntaitirntiitt speed tif tHt.littpli.»-"'29fiknth.

MALLOIICA [E]
A hasic ti.e. Ltiiiis F-et'en-tvpet sptirts car. the 'lti{tU' was first
tiffered in lEJT’fi. It ltad a platftirttt cltassis. fihreglass htidv.
etiil sprung independent suspensiun ali rtiund. and a l.i"i-litre
Fiat ftiur-cvlinder engine. The "t-"aleneia‘ tif ll???) used a Ftird
1.5-litre engine itttiiinted ainidships. vet with a frtint nidiattir.
Mtist tif the titlter ctirnptinents were Ftird as l'i}’ then Lincle
I-ienrv had set tip ii facttir‘;-.-' in Hpain tti prtiduce the Fiesta.

IC lCDl\l}
An aggressivelv stvled fihreglass ctiupe tif li)t"i9. the Manic
used a Renault 1.5-litre engine itttiunted ainidships. There
were few takers and the prtiiect was dead liv l‘J'.»"1.

/-’——/
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Munic GT, IPTD

___ _ _l__ MARAUDER

.'I' l (USA)
Fciunded in the earlv lil¿lls hit the late Brad Lti‘v’ette. Mantais
first product was the Miriige. a mid—engined kit car which
used a wide range tif Vt-I engines in a machine which was
styled after ctintempertirv CanAm cars. The cumpany
fcilltiwed this with the Mtintage. which was the first tif manv
cnpies tif the McLaren as GT car ttiriginallv an attempt tci
make a supercar liasetl tin McLaren‘s fahultiuslv successful
tlan.Am cars}. just twti real McLarens were made. the prnject
ending when Bruce Mctaren was killed. hut Manta matte
hundreds cif cnpies uf the litidy. whiclt was usually hased
tin the Vtttt Beetle fltitir pan. Manta alsci ntade its tiwn frame
tti take larger engines. in which case a Chevrnlet Ctjirvair
tratnsaitle was entpititted.

‘l9itJMtinlt:| Mn-riltigu

'l'l$ (GB)
 .

Dffered frnnt 196-3. this was a near ctipg tifthe Dennis Adams*
estravagant ‘Prtilie' htidv tin a Beetle chassis which survived
intti the earlv l98f.ls. It is ncit tci he ccinfusetl with the Marctis
Mantis wlticlt was alsti an Adams design.

'I'l'lO (F)
A 5I"ltJl'I*lI1t'E-i'.I tI9‘5ti-551 attempt tti mate a revised versitin tit
the aerndynamic hndy tif the unsuccessful German Trippel
cciupe with an Hiiictc Panhard engine and transaitle. mcived
thrciugh It-iii degrees frcirn its nnnnal mciunting. ftir this was
a rear~engined car. Twti mtidels. btith uglv. were ciffered: the
tlcirsair tctiupé) and the ‘Pin-.tte‘ (ripen sptirtsjt. The ctimpanv
had the distinctitin tifheing the ¿rst maker in France tti huild
a fihreglass hcidv.

IIDIR (GB)
In I948 stime Rciver engineers huilt a single-seater as a spare—time
prt_iit.-ct; it received Rtiver‘s tacit apprtival and the car was still
racing in I990. In 195i] twtitif the teaitt. Petertitfillcst the chairman's
nephew) and Getirge Mackie set up ‘ili’ilk.s. Mackie ii: C0 Ltd. and
this ctimpanv. hetter kntiwn fnr it.s 'Marauder‘ marque name
{which echcied Rcivc-r‘s ‘viking ltingship hadge) tiperated with the
ccicipeiatitin tif Rtiver. which supplied ctintptinents.

Based tin the Rtit.er7":t. the ’A' had a lightly mtidi¿ed (¿Àlihpl
ElÀfict.‘ engine while the ‘IOU’. which was stitin drtipped. had



Marina and. apprtipriateiy entiugh. the ctimpitny detncin-
striittir was fitted witlt an Alfa Rtittteti t.Itihc 1?‘?-iicc engine.
whiclt was listed as an tiptitin.

In 1984 the ctincept was re-engineeretl artiund Fcird
(ltinina ctirnptinenis hut stiine ciwners ltave fitted the larger
Ftird ‘tfét engines. A eltise-ctiiipled 2+2 ctiupé. the Berlinetta.
was tiffered frtim I984 tin a ltinger itnd wider chitssis. The
ctimpiiny was still iictive in I990.

tins" ‘TF1 i
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Marlin Biirliiietlu. I990

_ ll _ IJIZ [BR]
(Zine tif many liriiitilian firnts which tniited fihreglass hndies.
in tipen tir ctiupe ftirm. tti a vvr Heetle cltiissis. In this case
it was the 1.(i-litre platftirm. and the iwti seat '(3TivI' wits quite
a pretty car. The ctimpany wits iictive frtittt IEITH liut had
gtine heftire its tenth liirthtlay-

MAIISONETTO (Fl
The first car this ctimpany huilt was a fihreglass ctiupe using
F-'anhard Dyrrii ctiinptinents. in 1953. In I'EJt'.i“'i it intrtiduced
the Miirs 1. a ftitir-seat frtini wheel drive etiupe with Renault
E ctiittptinents. disc liriikes. all-intlependent suspensitin. and
a filiregliiss litidy. It wits replaced liy the Marscinettci 1600 in
'lEJ't'i?. antitlter filiregltiss ftiiir-seiii t'.]T car. this time using
Reniiult 1iiTi‘i ctinipcinents. Prtitliicticin ended in 19?.?..

___R!'l IUSA)
First shtiwn in 1931. this wits a twti—seat ‘ntistalgii-i" rciadster
which had a 5. L’-litre Iil‘vI‘~.'tI-" engine in a cast aluminium chassis.

l
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Martinique rtitidstvir, I‘-FBI

R'l'l.E'l' [GE]
David Martin is a respected resttirer tifltisttiric ca rs and. when
mtiney permits. a ctinsttticttir tif F Ftird ltititl cars. These have

MASERATI

heen made in small numhers tiver the years and itave heen
successful in cluh champitinships. In 1982 he essayed it hasic
sptirts car. the I)M“5. and hy the end cif the 1980s ¿ve ltiitl heen
ctiinpleted. A 'mcttcircycle tin fcrur wheels‘. this had a space
frame. fihreglass hndy and. usually. a Fcird lfittÀcc engine. tjltiil
spring and dciulile wishhtine frcint suspensitin derived frtim
Teitrn Manlct's racing eitperience and the live rear aide was
lticated by radius anns and a Panhard rtid. The appearance tif
a Lents Seven ccipy was aveided. In 19H7. Manin Shtirt wrin
the BRECC Kit Car Champitinship witlt the pnittitype.

MASERATI (ll
Between the Wars the Maserati hrcithers gitined a first class
reputaticin as suppliers tif racing cars tti the privateer. Their
attempts tci ctirnpete with the hig htiys at the highest level
were tiften ingenitius hut the ctimpany never gitined the
financial ur ptilitical muscle tti play in the hig league. At the
heginning tif 1958 the hrcithers were litiught tiut hy the Orsi
industrial grtiup. which was chieÀy interested in the Maserati
spark plug Iitisiness. At the end tif I947 the surviving Maserati
hrtithers had ctimpleied their service ctintriict and went crff
tti ftiu nd CIRCA iqv}. They might have stayed hut Elmer Elrsi.
the tiwner’s scin. was pressing ftir the ctimpany tti huilt GT
cars and the Maserati hrtiihets were interested tinly in racing.

Ftir ten years the ctimpany which htire their name
ctincentrated cin ctimpetititin cars ftir the privateer but a wcirks-
nin versitin tif the IiT'iUF Fumtula 1 car helped Fangici win his
¿fth wnrid Champitinship in I951

When in I95? the parent grtiup was threatened with
hankniptcy as a result tif_|uan Percin's civerthrtiw in Argentina.
where the ¿rst fiimily had cnnsiderahle interests. Maserati
tumed its attentitin tti rtiad cars. There fcillciwetl a line cif cars
which vied with Ferrari huilt in style and numhers scild. until
Ferrari was bciughi hy Fiat and made intti a sensihle
manufacttirer. In January 1968 Maserati entered intu a
cciciperative deal with Citrtien and. tvvti mtinths later. the
French firm tcicik ii majtirity sharehcilding.

In turn. Citrcien wits taken tiver by Peugetii in 19?5 and
the new tiwner ctinsidered liqtiidating Ma.serati. Aleiandrti
de Ttimasci put tngether a rescue package witlt the aid tif a
gciverntttent agency. The new management trimmed the
wcirkfcirce. gradually phased tiut the tradititinal designs and
intrtiduccd the Hiturhti saltitin which. thanks tci its famcitis
name and relatively reastinahie price tag. scild healthily
Iprtiductitin peaked in I98-ti at 6565 cars).

In I984 Chrysler htiught 5 percent tif Maserati in return
fcir a design ccintract fcir the Arnericitn firm. This saw material
eitpressicin in the ‘Chrysler Ttl hy Maserati‘. In 1990 de
Tcimasti stild a -19 percent stake iu Fiat.

I5/'| IUU, ‘I Q45-SD. Proclz¿l. l'vlaserati's first rciad car
used a lsit-it-icc stihc straight-slit which derived frtint the 1936
supercharged dcihc ECM. It gave a mtidest E¿hhp and drcive
thrtiugli a fuur-speed gearhtiii tti a live rear aide suspended
tin cnil springs. The chassis was a simple ladder frame. and
the ctiil spring and dnuhle wishhtine frt_int suspensiun derived
frtim racing practice. Mtisi cars had a timelessly elegant GT
htidy hy Finin Farina hut a few rag tcips were huilt and Zagatti
made iit least tine hedy. Tcip speetl was a claimed Qimphr’



MA_5_ERATl

I"-'if5kiitlt. which wits prtihahly tiptintistic. hut the chassis wits
sweet. It was entphiiticitlly a rt iatl car and its few ctitnpetititin
appearitnces were hy private liuyers.

I
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Matarati M I500 by Pinin Farina, I94?

I60/lt¿¿i¿À-O, I 95'! -54/' I 954-51.Prtidt16f61.
This series tif cars used the cltiissis frtim the Afii""lTiOii hut the
Atiti had iin engine enlarged tti 1'?-"?'i-it"t*. whiclt meant Iflfihhp
antl a genuine iIitIn‘ipli..--"'l¿fiknth. Bridles frciitt a variety tif
ct iachhiiilders were itvitiliihle and there were ticcasitinal tine-
tiffs—it is difficitlt tti find twti itienticiil cars. In l*)?'i='i Maserati
huilt its first dtihc engine ftir rtiiid-gtiing cars and this
prtidiicetl lfitilihp in standard trim. which translated intci
iliriittpliiil’-'~.T'tIikrrth iinti tl-titlmph in ltl secunds. Alilttiugh the
chassis was ntiw handling iwti and a ltiilf times the pnwer
tif the nriginal engine. it ctiped well.
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A66 iÀÀÀ cabriolet by Frua, I951 lal:-ave] and I956 caupi by
Allumana [below]
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350001‘/G'I'l, ‘I951-64. Prod: 2225. Althtitigh
Maseniti wen the Ft Wtirld tjhiimpitinsltip in 1FJ"i?. the Ctrsi
grtiup‘s financial ptisititin caused it tti withdraw frnm racing
tti ctincentratc tin rtiad t.ars and sptirts racers ftir private
ciisttimers. The 5"'it.‘itIGT made Maserati a significant prtiducer
tif rtiatl cars and it was stitin ctirttpeting neck itnd neck with
Ferrari. Designed Iiy Gitiliti Alfieri. the hest all-rtiiind designer
tif his day. the j*'II‘.'IfftI.TL' dtihc straight-sis derived frtint the
sptins racing 5505 unit and tlrtive thrtitigh a ftiur-speed ZF
gearhtiit tfive-speed tiptitiniil frtim lÀfiii. standard frtim 1961'}.
The chiissis was rectignisiihly the descentlent tif the A¿v’I‘5l}fI
hut the live rear aitle wits suspended tin semi-elliptics.
Standard htidies were a 2+2 hardttip Iiy Ttiuring anti a slightly
shtiner ‘v'ignale ctinvenihle. hut iltere were stiiite tine-tiff.s.
Frtint disc hrakes were tiptitinal in I9"?-fl. standard in 1960.
Mtist citrs had disc wheels hut E-tiriini wire wheels were a
1959 tiptitin. In 1961 the three Weiiers gave way tti Lucas
fuel injectitin and ptiwer went up Iiy lfilihp.
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Masarati 350061’ Caupé was Tauring ba-tiiecl

IUQQET, I P59-¿#- Prcid: 32. In I9"?-T»'. its last seasen
tif racing. Maserati neiirly wtin the ‘vi-’tirld Hptirts Car
Champitinship witlt its hniiish 4505. which iiseti the ti.5-litre
dtihc vs tiriginally ctimittissitined ft_ir tise in the Indianapcilis
5-t'}{l. In I959 a j¿tililtp fi-litre versitin was shtie~htirned intti
a ;FiIiI}¿T cltassis tti rniike it rtiad car which wtiuld ttiuch
1?Dntplti"ETDkinh and sprint tti fiiiinph in (1.5 secunds. Must
were 2+2 ctiiipes liuilt Iiy Allemanti. hut titlter ctiacitliiiilders
alsti ctintrihuted litidies anti at least tine cunvertilile wits
made. Three ctisttinters had ftrll racing engines—tite effect
tif these in a fairly crude chiissis dties nt it hear ctintemplaticin.
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I959 Maserati 5DDUGT
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engine had a ttip speed tif 1si[intphi"22'5kmlt (U-62mph in 6.2
secnnds}; with the ftiur valve engine thtise figures imprnved
tti Isi¿mphfljtlknth III-6[lmph in 5.5?‘ sectinds).

Df the If-J‘}U range the tiniy cars which merit a fticus in a
htitik tin sptirts cars are the Spyder. the Karif and the iihamal.
The Rarif was a rather hland-lticiking 2+2 ccrupe with larger
turhtichargens and Elrlfililtp frt_im its 2.8-litre engine. wlticlt
meant I ‘it}+ittpltr"2=ifi+ kmh tti-fiflittph in -ti .8 seccindsi. its rciad
hcilding and handling were ltiglily praised. The Shamal.
intrtiduced in December I989. was prtimised as a new twti-
seat supercar htii Maserati had little mtiney sti what actually
appeared was ii ctiupe wlticlt had a family resemblance tci
the tiarif and was the wtirk tif Marcellci Gandini. The civerall
laytiut was the same as tin the rest tifthe range hut the engine
was enlarged tti fi21?cc and delivered its ¿lrllihp thrtiugh a
slit-speed Getrag gearlitiit. Miiserati claimed a ttip speed tif
‘tiver 162mph'./‘tiver 26llkmh'.

Engins Matra was priritiirily an aertispiice ccimpany liui in 1964
it ttitik tiver Rene l3tinnet‘s little ctincem and made the Diet
ctiiipe as the Matra-Bnnnet. A Ftimtula 5 car arrived in l9(i‘5.
an F2 car the ftillt_iwing year. and htith were superb. Matra was
taken tiver hy Simca in I969. sti hecame pan cif the Chrysler
empire. Jackie iitewan raced Ctiswt.irth—engined Matras in the
Grands Pris in 1968-(i9. winning the Wtirld Champicinship in
I96‘) hut this successful pitnnersitip ended when Chrysler
refused tti supply a Matrii cltas.sis fcir use with a Ctisvvcinlt
engine {which had ‘Ftird' writ liirge tin the cam cciversi.
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Miitra's efftins with its tiwn V12 engine were ntuch less
sticcessftii in F1 . hut its sptirts cars wtin at Le Mans in 19?2.t5f5i
and hatl many cither successes. Feugetit hnught the fimt in
197i-l. and Renault acquired it ctintrcilling interest in I955.
since it regarded Matra ruatl cars as ctitnpetitcirs. Renault
turned the facttiry tiver tti making the Renault Espace. which
was a Miiirii tiesign.

MiiÀl, ‘I 967-73. Pro-cl: 9690. Tlte Ii-Fi.stIiA ltad tine
tif thtise tidd shapes which. every sci tiften. emanates frtim
France. Like it tir ltiiitlte it. the M*.'i.’>fl wits certainly distinctive.
Under the 2+2 fihregliiss htidy was a sheet steel unitary
stnicttire. all-independent siispensitin and disc hrakes all

rciund. A '?5hhp. 1.'?—litre Ctiltigne Ftirtl ‘vll was nttiunted
immediately hehind the c.t..ickpit and the ftiur-speed geariitis
was hehind the rear asle line. which meiini that there was
lttggage space hetween the engine and rear wheels as well
as at the frent. It handled estremely well hut was let dtiwn
Iiy its odd shape and lacklustre perftinttance t9"impl1/’
I¿¿krnh maiiiittuiti speed. I]-6tJittpIt in 15.t'i sectindsl.

I i Id Z

MatraM.5305J(

Ingllalra, 1 913-80. Prod: 47.802. I"~iamed after the
panther in I'{ipling‘s_fttirgt'e Brittle. the Iiagheera was marketed
as a Matra-Sintca until 1999. when it hecame Taiiitit-Matra.
Since Talhtit was part tif the Chrysler empire an ii-filihp 1.5»
litre Simca unit was fitted and perfcinnance was never startling
1'10-Elmpitr’ I6t'Jkrnh. [I-6Uttip]t in 12.5 seetinds}. Frtim 1'9?T='. the
'5' nttidel had an 1~"’i~i2cc. 90lihp engine. and lltlmpha’
I??kmh. The fihreglass htidy was rnuiintetl tin a space frame
in such a way that it later led tti cltiissis rtit. the enginefgearbtiit
was alting the rear iiitle line. siispensitin was independent all
rciund hy tcrrsitin hars. and there were disc hrakes tin all ftiur
wheels. The car's itttist uniistiiii feature. lttiwever. was its three
seats: the driver sat hehind the wheel as usual and. tti his
right. there wits a pair tif niirrtivver seats.
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The three-seater Malta Baglt-aura

Illlfillll, I 9:0-83-t Prod: 10.613. The Murena was
a develcipment tif the lrlagheera and retained the hasic
ct_insiructitin antl the three-seat cahin hut wits sulistantially
re-engineereti. There wits ii new htidy sltape with a ed tif
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just U..‘i£. the ttirsitin liar suspensiun was repliiced hy ctiil
springs. the five-speed triinsrnissitin which appeared cin late
Hagheeras was standard. and the cusitiiner had the chtiice tif
twu engines. The hiise unit was a 1.6-litre ieit-Simca} engine.
hut tltere was the tiptitin tif a 2-'.1S‘7'icc (Chrysler) lump with
lit-lhltp and very gtitid It'ifI’.]I.II:‘. In the tlesirahle 2.2 ftinn. the
Miirenii wtiiilti dti l2.lntplt..t'1'E)’5kntlt and sprint ter siitty in 9.3
sectinds. figures whiclt were iilmtist identical tti the mtire
eitpensive Ptirsche 924'}. As witlt the Bagheera. it wits ntade
as a left htitiker tinly hut five cars were ctinvertetl tt..i rhd.
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Maira Martina

YEIIICK [USA]
A filireglass-htidied sptins car hased tin a Cadillac cltassis
with a ‘iii-litre ‘v'tl engine. Siitteen feet lting with a wheel
liiise tif up tti lltiin. the Maverick wits a fairly hefty car. It
ttitik iwti penple at the frtint. witlt tine heltind. and criuld
he siipplieti witlt tine. iwti. tir three dtitirs. Seven were made
Iietween 1952 iinti 1955.

I955 Mavericks

iviAxro_|~_| (us/ti
In IEISJIJ Iitih Sutherland. a well-kntiwn criilectcir cif histciric
cars. hegan tci market twci kit cars. hoth nntahle ftir the
prettiness tiftheir litidies and their ltiw height. The 'Rcillerskate‘
had an enveltiping fihreglass hndy and wits designed tti take
Mazda rntary engines. Ely ctintrast. the ‘Mille Miglia‘ was a car
in the Ltitus Seven iditim hut. emphatically. it was ncit a cnpy—
fcir a stan. it was much Iietter ltitiking. It was designed tci take
a sis-cylinder Nissan ESIJZ engine. with a 22tJhhp
supercharged tiptitin. iintl a live-speed Alla Rt inieti transaitle.

YA .tt=-ti CAMBER

DA ll)
The Tcryti Cc:-rk I{tIt§2,'}i'tIJ Cci was ftiunded in Hirtishima in I920
tci manufacture ctirk prnducts. hut was scicin making
machinery. Iiy I931 the ccimpany wits making nttittireycles and
three-wheeled trucks iintl the latter were partictilarly successful;
Iiy the time war hrtike tiut alitiut 7'5 Mazda light trucks were
heing made each week.

Half the factciry was destrciyed Iiy htimhing hut limited
prriductinn hegan again in December 1945. Ely 1948 200
three-wheeled trucks a week were heing made; fnur-
wheeled trucks were made frtim I"EJ5I] and the first Mazda
car. with a 556cc engine. was launched in 1960. In 1961
Mazda signed an agreement with I‘*~lSI.i tti prcidiice the Wankel
engine and the fcilltiwing year it signed an agreement with
Bentine. Bcith signalled amhititins: the cine millicinth Mazda
was made in 1965. the sectind millicin was achieved in 1966.
anti the ¿ve millicin ntark was passed in 1992. Of equal
interest is the fact that Mazda prciduced its cine miliitinth
Wankel engine in 197-S. thus prciving that the cuncept cciuld
he ittade inte a viahle and reliahle prtipcisititin. althuugh in
achieving this Mazda did ctirne cltise tti hanknaptcy.

Ftird USA has a 25 percent stake in Mazda and this ltas led
tcr a numher tif iciint elftitts in stime markets. In Australia. ftjir
eitample. Ferd liuilcis the Mazda 525 which is scild as the Ftird
Laser in Australia and Japan. and the Australian Ftird Capri
{Mercury Capri when stild in America} is alsti hased cin the
Mazda 525.

'| IUQ Cllllp¿, IQQT-1'2-t Prod: 1176. Mazda's first
spcins car was alsci its ¿rst ‘~Iv’ankel—engined car. and it appeared
itlintist simultanetiusiy with the NSU RUHG. which was
in¿nitely mtire successftil in the marketplace. The 1105 was
a frtint-engined car with rear wheel drive and a de Dicin hack
aide. Its twin-rtittir engine had a nciminal capacity tif I96-Ace
and when first ntarketed ]')1‘t)(lL1tI‘ti'(l lllhhp. which meant a
tcip speed cif 111?-mpltf Itifikmh. A ¿ve-speed gearh-tiit was ¿tted
frcim 1969 and in l'}J'?[l pciwer wits increased tci I2Shhp
I12-fimpl‘ir“2IJtIlkmh ttip speed]. All cars had frnnt disc hrakes
and alsti the usual Wankel prtihlems with high rates uf engine
ccimpanent wear tin the early cars.
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II-T, ‘I Q18-8I. Prod: 504.926. After whetting appetites
with the i IDS Cciupé. Mazda tlten empltiyed the Wankel engine
cinly in a series cif small vulgarly styled saleens. After such cars.
the clean svelte lines tif the RX-? came as a surprise and certainly
helped tci break dciwn resist.ant.=e tci rcitary ptiwer.

The twin rcitcir engine had a ntiminal capacity tif 2292cc
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and delivered its iÀilahp thrcrugh a five-speed gearhcst, at
least in all the medels suld in Eurupe, Dther markets were
uffered autematic transmissiuns. Cars suld in America were
strictly twu-seaters, these seld in Eure-pe and japan had
additienal "child" seats which led tu the RX-7' heing allewed
te race in salucrn car events in Britain iit wun the FLAG Grcrup
Cine Champiunship in 1980}. In _lapan, the RX-.7 was suld as
the'SavannahK
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1913 Mazda RI-T

Apart frum the engine it was a cunventiunal car, with frunt
suspensien hv MacPherscin struts and a live rear asle un ceil
springs lecated hv le-wer trailing links, upper angled links,
and a Watts linkage. Standard cars had frcmt disc hrakes, hut
discs were fitted all reund en the tcr-p uf range GSL medel
suld in sume markets after 1981. In that vear pcrwer was
increased tu 1 15bhp and there were detail cnsmetic changes.

Meanwhile Japanese custemers had a 15Bhhp versiun
(seld in America as the GEL after 19H1),ar1d in 1955 a 1¿5hhp
turbocharged versiun which lifted tep speed tcr lf¿mphf
22Ul»:mh. In 1984, Americans had the tirpticrn crf the GSS-SE
which had a nciminal capacity ef2(':1(icc and 15'5hhp. In Eurupe
independent cumpanies suld turbocharger cunversiuns.

II-1, |Illl'Ol|lIGII| ‘I QB‘. After the phenemenal success
cif the eriginal RX-T, Mazda had a hard act tu fulltrw and perhaps
relied tuu much rm ‘ccmsumer clinics‘ and market research and
nut enuugh un gut reacticrn and Àair. Thus the secend
generatien car was styled in the Fersche vein and mest
curnmentaters felt that it was a retrcrgrade step since the RX-T
had its uwn niche.

The chassis was all new, hcrwever, with rack and piniun
steering, MacPhersen strut frent suspensiun, and a cemplez
independent rear layeut using trailing arms (Mazda billed
this as the ‘Dynamic Tracking Suspensiun 5vstem'—an
unwieldv name fcir a svstem that mad testers agreed wurked
verv well). The larger Z¿l¿cc engine was standard in japan
and America and in nennallv aspirated fcrm1 this gave 1~'-iT~'bhp

E427 UH

I""|l'-

II-T in WEB form

while a turbocharged versien prcstluced 182hhp. This latter
was hadged as ‘Turhu li* in all markets, even thciugh unly
japan had received ‘Turhn I‘,

Heme Eurnpean markets, including Britain, had cars with
a ntrnuallv aspirated engine uf a numinal 225<=icc which gave
lsiiilhhp (tep speed 12Bmphf206kmh, O-60mph in B.-ti secends)
while the tudmcliarged versiun in Eurupean trim gave ZÀ¿hhp
{which meant a tup speed pf 14Hmpfu’238kmh, O-6On1ph in
6.? secends). Markets such as Britain received a standardised
package speci¿ed hv individual imperters while the much
higger U5 market was effered a numl::-er cif different packages,

In 1988, a twcr-seat cu-nvenihle was effered, but in Turbe
furrn nnlv.

MI-5, '| §l§- Alsu knewn as the ‘Miata’ er,
in japan, as the ‘Eunes Readster‘, the MX-5 was an unashamed
attempt tu huild a Lotus Elan fur the 19905. A l598cc dehc
fcrur-valve engine was set in line in an integral chassisfhodv
and delivered its 118-hhp via a ¿ve-speed gearhoz, Fru-nt and
rear suspensien was hv cuil springs and deuhle wishbones
and there were disc hrakes un all fuur wheels.

It was an immediate hit fer it was practical, relatively
inespensive and eztremelv cempetent. Much cif the credit fur
the super handling ef the car was due tc: IAD, the British design
ce.~nsultanc"_v, and the must ccimnicinlv heard cemplaint was
that the car cciuld handle mere p-uwer, su turhcr cunversicrns
hegan tu appear. The standard MX—5 had a tcip speed cif
11-<imphf1B5l-duh {O-60111ph in 9.1 secends).

Ameng specialist cumpanies uifering turbo NIX-5s was
Brodie Brittain Racing, which preduced a versien with the ce-
uperatien uf Mazda iillil, ter he suld thm-ugh Mazda dealers
with a full Mazda warrantv. A Garrett T25 turho-charger boosted
puwer tu l¿Àhhp, an increase cif 52 percent, hut manv wuuld
have been mere grateful fer the 5-4 percent increase in turque.
Trap speed increased tu l5[}mph.»"2lDl-cnlh while the O-GÀmph
dash was dewn re 6.3 secends. The hasic car was ccmsidered
SD cempetent that nc: chassis mpdificaticms were ealled fer,
althuugh a limited slip differential was an crptie-nal estra.
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lulu:-I Ànlnn, lnfrollillll I990. This 2+2
ceupe appeared cm American and Japanese markets in
1990 under the marque name 'Eunus’. It had a triple rutur
engine uf a nciminal 392-¿icc which, fuel injected and
turhuchargecl, develnped 296hhp with 2891!),/ft terque. It
druve threugh a fuur-speed autematic transmissien and
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nermalIv-aspirated s. l-litre tlehc M12 engine made hf; BMW
selelv fer the F1. Freducing -13.2? hhp, and driving threugh
a sis-speed gearhes, this gave the F1 a tep speed ef ever
ljiirriph ii}-t’1il'tnpl1 in 5.3 secends] vet was perfectlv tractahle
in citv traffic. Dn the F1‘s launch it was said that ne mere
than -silt} weuld he made.

A cernpetitien versien. the GTH, wen at Le Mans en its
dehut in 19115. and Mt'Larens:alst1~tt:re~l-; third, fettrth and fifth
places. Freductien was due te end in 19% with fewer than
ltlti cars cempleted.

.t. ‘r err
-- '.s=' F-_ .r’:'-

1'-‘.-

.1-
-ID-1

4".-
‘Ur

 £
+1,~12,

-III
F

' I

Tl'|eMcl.nr:nF'l

__<==P@I_@1
Frem the mid 11.11-iltis a maker ef a GT-it} t.‘t1[‘rv which used the
svs versien ef the hetiv and was availahle in a numher ef
ferms frem hasic kit te turn kev car.

up (es;
In the mid—l'E1Btis, MIJB teek ever preductien ef the Charger.
Charger 2+2, and Centren kit cars which it renamed, respectivelv.
the ‘Harategs, 'Haturn', and ‘S-appltire‘. It was intended that the
twe ‘Charger derivatives sheuld he re-engineered te use Ferd
Cenina cempenents in a hespeke chassis httt the cempan*_v
felded hefen; that happened-

D_Al.l'l'0_ on : (use
Frem the n1id—lEJH»{Js, Mead made a fihreglass cepv ef the 195'?
rwe-seat Ferd Thunderhird, hased en the chassis and nmning
gear ef the lEl?l—t-it} Ferd Finte er Behcat ranges.

Between 1966 and l9T'2. this cempanv marketed mid—engined
ceupes and readsters in kit femt. The hasic tnake- up was a
space frame. a fihreglass hedv, all-independent suspensien,
and a wide cheice ef engines up te 2 litres.

IIIIO [I]
Slawvn in 196?, the MM 4'.'»'iii.'} used Ferd Mustang mechanical

cempenents with the ~'t.?'-litre ‘v’!-1 engine. These were fitted
te a square tuhe chassis with all independent suspensien and
a handseme eeupe l'ret;lv stvletl lav M ichelt rtti hut apparentlv
the MM did net preceed l".ieventi the pretetvpe stage.

I. {US [DDR)
Melkus first hecame widelv knewn in l"r.IP"'i-E1. when it made
Fennula _]unier cars using "i.‘v'ttt“tl“:ttrg inee mes--'1 engines. In
1969 it started pretluctien ef a rnitl-engined fihreglass cettpe
using a tuned l-litre three-cvlintler twe-streke ‘w’:.trtht1rg
engine and five-speed gearhes. in 1973 this was uprated
with a 1l19ct'?Ul"rl1p versien ef the engine and in 1‘:J'Ft-i frent
disc hrakes. previeusl}-' an eptien, hecame standard.

Mallcus I15 H110,
1 BTU

EIICEIIES-BE (D)
Since this cernpanv feunded the autemehile indttstr}-', anti
grew inte a massive cerperatien, it is impessihle te de justice
te its histerv in a few paragraphs. There is the stt:.~1-v ef Gettleih
Ilaimler. there is the stery.: ef Carl Benz (thev lived enly (tti
miles frem each ether and never met). There is the sterv ef
the earlv pieneering davs, the ster}-' ef meter sp-ert hefere the
First ‘tliicrrltl ‘War and the sterv ef the cempanv*s revival after
it. Mercedes-Benz S5 and ‘MU medels frem the inter-war vears
are lav far the tnest favetircd medels fer medern creaters ef
nestalgia cars.

In the ptrst-l‘EJs'l5 era the ctm1pany first h:.td te start again.
Univ .214 cars were made in 19411 hut preductien reached
55.9% in 19‘5U—h-lercedes-llettz is emhlematic ef Germany's
pestwar ecenemic miracle. German cars were harred frem
internatienal meter racing until 1950 and the fellewing vear
M-B resurrected a team ef its pre-war cars and ran them in
seme races in strgentina. Thev were seundlv heaten hv a
much smaller Ferrari hut M-B was sufficientlv enceuraged
te trv a ‘feeler‘ eperatien in 1'31?-2 sperts car events with a
team ef 5ilU5L ceupes. In IF}?-¿r the ctmtpanj,-' re-entered
Fennula 1 and, thanks te the genius ef Fangie, it did net
disgrace itself that vea r. M-B's pestwar ct urn petitien cars were
actually net verv special and all their mest tlistinctive features
(air flap hrakes, st raight-eight engines, desmedrernic valves,
inheard frent drum hrakes, enveleping streamlined hedies
en Fermula 1 cars} preved te he dead ends.

Mercedes did well fer a verv shert time against indifferent
eppesitien and then withdrew frem racing fer ever 5-D vears. it
cencentrated its reseurces in ether areas and there is ne denving
that its saleen cars hene¿ted. By the 1212-itls the cempanv had
an enviahle reputatien fer quality and reliahilitv hut nene ef its
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cars was esciting. Tewards the end ef the decade. hewever.
it made a verv successful cemehack in Greup C racing, at
first with 5-auher, and its new generatien ef spens cars
cemhined technical escellence and were fun ence mere.
Heme peeple wendered whether the twe- facts were
ceincidentai.

ilÀ¿il CIIIIPG, I 951--IT. Prod: 14110. The eriginal
,'iUt1HL was created fer the 1'5i"52 meter racing seasen and was
primarilv used te test the water prier te Mercedes-Benz
making a full-scale return te cempetitien. The esercise was
successful anti the tnedel wen Le Mans and the Carrera
Fanamericana. hut there was ne plan te put the car inte
preductien until the American imperter erdered a theusand.
F-ince the cempetitien medel had heen seurced frem the
pans hin fer the ,-51111 series saleen cars, it was relativelv easv
te put the 5[10'::lL inte series predttctien. Funher, its
cempetitien histerv, tegether with its fameus gull-wing
deers, ensured there was a readv market.

The gull-wing deers were necessarv te maintain rigiditv
in the space frame, which was still a fairlv unusual methed
ef censtntetien at the time. Pt:rwer came frem a drv sumped
versien ef the 51111 series sehc 29'-?frt"c straight-sis engine,
which was inclined en its side te reduce hennet height. Mest
unustlallv fer the time the engine was fuel injected, and it
delivered its E~"i0l".-lip threugh a feur-speed gearhea. Frent
suspensien was hv ceil springs and deuhle wishhenes while
there were high-pivet swing asles at the rear. Witlr a tep
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Mercedes-Benz 3DD5L Cuupé, I954

speed ef aheut l-=ii1r11pl1.=“'22"5ktttl1 tti-(5i]rnpl"| in H.-‘:1 secends)
the 5i1D5L was an eutstanding perfenner hut the swing asle
rear sttspensien ceuld induce vicieus eversteer tpanlv
everceme when letv-pivet-sv.-'ing asles were intreduced}.
Despite this inherent limitatien the ;iiJt1HL gave a geed
acceunt ef itself in endurance events such as the Teur de
France and the Mille Miglia.

I 909., ‘I 954-63. Prod: 25,ss1. Like the saest, the 190st
was seurced frem a saleen car, in this case the 180 series.
it was stvled te resemhle the 50051, which ne deuht helped
its cause in seme quarters vet caused it te disappeint in
ethers. It had a feur-cvlinder sehc engine ef lB9?cc which
preduced 1t15hhp. The chassis was an ahhreviated fleerpan
frem the 11511 saleen with ceil spring and deuhle wishhene
frent suspensien and a swing asle rear laveut. Tep speed

Il"'l.I":1

'l'Hl5l. Roadster

was abeut 105-mplLFl?Ukn1li {O-6i]mph in 13.3 secends}
which was clese te the centemperarv Triumph TR series hut
the handling was mere heulevard than race track. A facterv
hardtep was availahle.

3¿USI. , I Q51-53. Prod: 1858. On the classic
car market the 5U'U5L Readster has traditienallv heen less highlv
valued than the ceupé. vet it was a much hetter car. it was
made because the ceckpit ef the ceupé: was claustrephehic and
its deers, like all gull-wing deers, needed mere space te epen
than cenventienal deers, which was a lirnitatien in eveivdav

as en the ceupé mest ef the he-dv was steel apart frem
the hinged panels (deers, hennet and laeet lid} which were ef
aluminium. The readster retained the Besch mechanical fuel
iniectien, mazimum pewer was increased te 25lI]hhp and the
(1-60mph time impreved te T-".6 secends.

The adeptien ef a lew-pivet swing axle rear suspensien
laveut imprnved the read helding and handling, hut it still
had reem fer imprevement. Mercedes-Benz was slew te adept
disc hrakes (the 1*-let Invented Here svndreme?) and it was net
until 1961 that thev replaced the dnims en all feur wheels. A
facterv hardtnp was an eptien.

suost RooclzÀur nppuurucl in wsr
Ii¿il./ZIUSL/ilÀil, I PG;-55;’ I §“-GT/'
I 9‘?-T I . Prod: 19,B31f5196/13.885. This series did
net replace the 5i)tI1SL and 19t]5L, fer their dav was ever and
an entirelv new tvpe ef car was needed fer the 1960s. Thev
were net eut and eut sperts cars like, fer er-tample, thejaguar
E Tvpe, hut thev were sperting cars which were sufficientlv
fast, teugh and cempetent te win several impenant rallies.
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The pans hin which seurced this series was that ef the
secend—generatien 2211 series, which first appeared in 1959.
Thus these cars had an abbreviated pressed steel fleerpan.
frent suspensien hv ceil springs and deuhle wishhenes and
a swing asle rear laveut. All had fuel-injected sehc straight-
sir-r engines and there was an eptienal hardtep with a cencave
reefline—the ‘pagoda reef.

The 230Bcc engine in the 2,-MIJSL produced l?0bhp, which
meant it was good fer areund 12Untpb:" l9Àkmh (ll-60mph in
11].? secends). All cars in the series were availahle with a
feur—speed autematic transmissien but the manual ‘her-r en
the 2.5tIiSL had enlv feur gears. Disc brakes were ¿tted enlv
te the frent wheels.

Rear disc brakes arrived en the ESUSL which replaced the
ZEEUSL in 1966. Altheugh the engine increased in size te 2496Cc,
ma:s.imum power remained at 170bhp. with an increase in
terque. The 281115-L had an engine ef 2771-lcc and pewer
increased te 1B{1bhp, with anether useful increment in terque.
Frem 1969 a five-speed ZF gearhcat was an eptien. Bv the
time that the ZBOSL arrived the car had taken en erctra weight,
se the 2BUSL‘s straight line perfemrance (tep speed llsimphf
1B3lenh, 1)-60mph in 9.9 secends) was fairlv clese te the eriginal
.3-I5i}SL, but the suspensien was sefrer se it was net as much
fun te drive.

_‘I-ll
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I1 07-llrl-ll curl. ‘I 972-I9. The line which began
with the 230SL mav net have stirred the bleed but thev were
verv profitable. American huvers in particular respended te
the huild qualitv, cemfert and stvle and the replacement cars
carried the theme further. ‘S1,.’ stands fer sebr fercbt (verv
light); that had hardlv been a true descriptien ef the eld cars,
but the new enes began with an estra 511111-4i}t1lb (the lightest
was 355iIiibi. Thev were net therefere agile cars and the
change ef meed was signalled bv the fact that enlv autematic
transmissien was available. A.s hefere, a ‘pageda reef"
hardtep was available and this shape was echeed bv the
beet lid. Suspensir.rn fellewed the bread eutline of the earlier
car hut the swing asle rear laveut was medified te heceme
mere en the lines ef semi trailing arms.

Te summarise the varieus 5L Models:
5‘5OSL, 19?[l-BO. Fred: 15.504. 5499cc sehc ‘J8, ZÀdbhp.
Introduced as the baseline model fer Eurepe.
4'5(1tiL, 19?1-BB. Fred: 66,298. siil¿cc sehc Vt-3, 225bhp
{Europe}, 19Ubhp (Lit-ii. Initiallv fer the USA, bv the end ef
the 19'i'Ds it was seld in ether markets.
ZBDSL, 19?-‘i-1-i‘5. Fred: 22.‘59B. 2?4t3ct' dehc straight sis, 1?’?-

1E'-Sbhp. A Eurepean car in the wake ef the 1973 energy
‘l-.'|l'151l'i-.

3i:iCISL, 1980-B5. Frod: 45,056. 5B59cc sehc V8, l55bhp. The
replacement fer the ASUSL en the American marker, where
its feeble performance led te a ‘grev market‘ in Eurepean-
spec cars.
50-DBL, 1981}-B9. Fred: 11,812. 49?3cc sehc V8, 240bhp.
5[1U5L, 1937--B9. Fred: 15,?-=12. 2962cc sehc straight sia-t,
1B8hhp. Replacement fer the 28115-L with new engine.
=i2i]5L, 1985-89. Fred: 2148. 4196cc sehc ‘VB, 2lBbhp.
Replacement fer the 5BUSL.
56[15L, 1955-B9. Fred: si9.5-’-1?. 5547cc sehc MB, 22?bhp. It was
a sign ef the times that the mest espensive, and thirsrv,
individual medel effered was the ene which seld the best.

Shadowing the S1. series was the BLC series, which were
2+2 fitted head ceupes en a lain lenger wheelbase. These
have been described as ‘hemelegatien specials’ built bv
Mercedes-Benz fer rallving. Thev had seme success in
endurance events such as 1978 Reund tieuth America Rallv
but cannet be classi¿ed as sports cars.

1980511151.

SUOSL, GOOSL Introduced 1989. The ‘BL’ medels had
pursued a path rewards hulk, weight, and hreathlessness,
but this series reversed the trend. And thev did mere than
that, fer thev set new standards in tenns ef build qualitv,
dvnamics, and advanced safetv features.

Cemmen re all medels was a bodvrchassis with
eutstanding aeredvnamics—it was perhaps the ¿rst epen
preductien car ever made in which ene ceuld sustain l5i]mph
witheut ear plugs, geggles, helmet er discemfert. Frent
suspensien was hv ceil springs and deuhle wishhenes while
the independent rear laveut had, en each side, a semi-trailing
arm with tie red, upper transverse link, ceil spring and anti-
rell bar. An eptienal estra was a suspensien level centrel
svstem. Braking was bv discs en all feur wheels, with a Besch
anti-leck svstem as standard and with an anti-wheelspin
svstem as an eptien.

All cars were twe-seat cenvertibles but the heed was
electricallv eperated and when dewn stewed itself under a
bodv panel. A detachable hardtep ceuld then be put in place
and secured in a matter ef secends. A rell bar was fitted and
ewners ceuld drive with it in pesitien er retracted inte the back
ef the ceckpit area: in the case ef an accident, hewever, the
rell bar weuld snap inte place in 11.5 secends. Tinv eccasienal
seat.s h-ecame an eptienal estra.

Mercedes-Benz effered a cheice ef five-speed manual er



fettr-speed atltetnatic transmissit tns—at least these whe drive
en the wreng side ef the read were effered such a cheice.
Right hand drive ca rs had te have the atttentatic transmissien
hecause it-1-ll ceuld net he h-etltered te engineer the manual
‘hes with the apprepriate hias althettgh, after America and
tiennanv, Britain was the third largest market fer the car.

Tep ef the range was the T‘:-iIIt'_1F-L, wlticlt had a dehc ‘feur-
va|ve' vs engine ef -ii)"--‘¿t-c giving filaitltp. ‘~.‘v'itlt auterrtatic
transmissien this weuld reach 1Fiiittiplt.--""E‘:2kit1lt tti-diitttplt in
Ft.‘-J sect indsi. The 51'1USl. hase medel had a Z‘E.it't[_it't* sehc
straight sis which gave It-it-iltltp: with atttetnatic transmissien
this meant l5Bt11jrlt---Ellktttlt tti-tiltttplt in 9.-':i secendsi.
Fitchet.| hetween these the lljilliii 33111151-Zsi lt.ad, as the
designatien implies, a dehc ‘feur-valve" versien efthe 5-litre
engine. Althettgh this unit's at-ii-'ihhp was clese re the 5-DUEL
engine its tertjue was a leng vvav shert, whiclt ezplains its
tep speed twith atttetnatic tr:.tnstnissien 1 ef lit¿tttphi-""E5'5kn1h
iii-tiltrtplt in i-1.’: secendsi.

The 1959 50551

tvt|tn_|.||~| (es)
A ‘traditienal spens ear‘, eriginallv seld as the “vi-’ittttn Tiger"
in the USA isee Thereughhredi. Twe were itnperted inte
Britain in 1'31‘.-“J-‘ anti this led te an agreement fer the car te
he rnatle in Britain. hv a cetnpanv called Thereughbred Cars.
Fretn llil-iii it effered a cltassis which weuld take post-19711
Ferd Cenina cempenents, and it alse intreduced a Pitts Twe
tnedel. This cempanv seemed te he deing well hut in 19811

WED Merlin
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it ceased trading. The tnedel re-appeared, hewever, rttarketed
hv Paris Cans tqvi.

ESSEIISCII lI'l' (D)
just after the War, a Gennan cempanv called Fend preduced
an invalid carriage which. hv degrees, grew inte a tnicrecar
with twe seats in tandam. Fermer aircraft manufacturers in
Gertnttnv were ferhidden te make aircraft and tumed te ether
projects. in particular te the manufacture ef micrecars which,
given the ceuntrv‘s ecenentic state, filled a need. Thtts BMW
ieriginallv an aere-engine makeri, Elernier and Heinkel all
made vehicles and in 1955 Messerschmitt teek ever the Fend
buhhle car: it was neisv and felt unstable hut was cheap and
ecenernical.

T0500 er, ‘I958-61. Prod: 251]. British
enthusiasts neticed the Tiger when ene wen an impertant
natienal rallv and that is alse reasen enettgh fer its inclusien
here. It was a fettr-wheeled versien ef what was effectivelv
a three-wheeled enclesed sceeter, with a 495cc twe-strel-;e
'rwin* Fiehtel a Sachs engine (the trikes had 1?5t‘c and Ztll¿cc
engines). its Ztihhp dreve threugh a feu r-speed nen-svnchre
gearhes and the car was geed fer ?"'lntphr'l2f1knth; hence
hvdraulie brakes te tame it. Steering was via handlehars, and
was direct, hut that in a machine enlv 99in leng and silrlin
wide tnade the TG":ii]U ideal fer cempetitive driving tests,
which were a pepular fenn ef meter spen and tended te be
included irt rallies. It was net a vehicle fer the faint hearted.

Messuncltrniit TGSDU Tiger

 -

In late 1991] this Czech cempanv reflected the new me-ed
sweeping acre.-ss Eastern Eurepe when it anneunced plans
re huild a nve-seat sperts car hased en the ntnning gear ef
the Skeda Faverit. Freductien was scheduled te begin in
1991 and 100 units a vear were planned.

E'l'Al.I I (GB)
A shert-lived Cebra 42'? cepv ef the earlv 1980s. It fellewed
the usual lines, with a space frame, fihreglass bedv, _laguar
suspensien and the usual engine eptiens.



recegnisahle tlescentlent ef the TC hut its frent suspensien
was intiepentlent, witlt ceil springs anti deuhle wislthenes.
Allied re smaller anti wider wheels this tnatle the T111 tnere
m:,tr'tagt'ahle, anti it was ir't its element en a wintiing reatl.
Speeti was never the 'lT.1's ft:-rte. it weuld ittst tep
i-it1inp|t_." 1 jiikmh, witlt i 1-trtitttplt in £35 secentls. The rare T1)
Ii-lkil had titiiiltp, httt tnere pewer was alse availahle via
facterv tttning kits.

I'll I250/‘IT I500, I953-55. Prod: 620118400,
'i.'v'iti1 cars such as the Triumph THE anti the .-itustin-Healev
it!-11 in the tnarl-tet place, MG needed a metlern car. it had
ene en the stecks, httt the lift-ltl management insisted that it
shettltl seldier en with the ‘classic iine. The TF was a
srneetlter TD, with "'iT:'i"ti1p: a bigger engine arrived in 1"-F14.
giving tijltitjt, httt that was net enettgh, as the falling sales
figures sheweti. The TF 1Siiti was geed fer i-iStnph," 1 ,’i'.-"kntlt
ITF 1.7-'.Sii: Ht_irtl['1lt.-71_’ii.il-ttttlt} anti acceieratien was tnttch
imprevetl, the Frill} cevering ii-eiltnplt in ]f"t,j secends TTF
13511: it-i.'lJ' secentisi. These make-weights are new the tnest
settgltt-after ef the line,
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I./lt Cillp¿, I Q5 5-5Q. Prod: 53,750. The pretetvpe
was rcadv in 1952 httt cerperaie acceuntants did net give it
the green light until the TF was well past its ‘hest hefere‘
date. The A had a new rigid chassis with ceil spring and
tletthle wishhene frent sttspensien, a live rear asle httng en
semi-elliptics, tnetlern stvling, and a Tlhhp twin-carh versien
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MGA cu-upé

ef l3l'vlE's 14E1.?.cc series *li' engine. It added up te a car which
recaptttreti flV'1l:l+3."i true spirit: cheap anti cheerful httt aiwavs
fttn. Ferfermance figures were cempetitive fer the time:
fltirrtpir.-*"lSilkrt1it anti ti-{ititttplt in 1S.t'i secends. The facterv
efferetl :t tletachahle hard tep and, in i‘?Fiti, intredttcetl a
ceupe versien,

A hrin Gull, ‘I958-60. Prod: 2111. As lite name
suggests, this was an Mt'fiA fitted with a new 1"?-8t'icc, lt]8bhp
tlehc engine. It was shert-lived anti ttnsttccessfttl. Tep speed
was ever lltlmph,--*' lT»'?ktnh if!-(tiitttplt irt 9.1 secends), it had
disc hrakes all reunti, and ii ieeketi geetl, with Dunlep
centre-leck ailev wheels similar re these en the _laguar D
Tvpe. The engine hegan as a tieitc versien ef the series 'B*
but gradttaliv teek en a life ef its ewn: it was a geed itlea
in principle but t‘v-ltji was net geared te mass-preduce such
a sephistictited ttnit. it needed high ectane fuel er it tietenated
and the pistens cettld hum ettt. Sttch fuel was net alwavs
availahle. The engine alse gehhletl ell. its reptttatien anti its
ewners sulTereti. anti sales tlreppeti eff when the wertl
spread. MC; managed te cttre heth preblems hv iewering the
cetnpressien ratie, httt hv the time the cure was effected it
was tee late. MG drepped the medel and its stack ef spare
chassis hecatne the hasis ef the ‘lite Luse'.

MGA Twin Cum itod eanlnt-loci: wheels

A I500/llkll, I959-6|/"IDGI-62. Prod:
31,601,i’B719. The MGA 160411 had a siightlv larger (l5S~i-let‘)
engine, Bhlrhp, sliding side screens and frent disc brakes,
which were all medest but welceme imprevements. lt ceuld
tep the ten, just. and ceuld reach fr-Elntplt in 15.6 secends. A
‘De Ltute' versien, which had the Twin Catt‘: chassis {but
stantiartl engine} was efferetl, tti ttse up spare ‘Twin t,".atn‘



MG

chassis, and B2 ef these were huilt. The id-fit1Mkll hatl Sdhhp
frem its i¿.22cc engine, anti a higher rear asle ratie, which
kept tep speetl just ever ltiÀttrplt.-ilcttikmh httt hreught the
i]—t§0n1ph time dewn te 15.? secends. The ‘De Luse' versien
acceunted fer 515 units, and while the ‘Twin Cam‘ has
heceme the mest desirahle ‘A’, the Mk I1 ‘De Luse’ runs it a
clese secend, and is far less trnublesnme.
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New reer lump treatment for MGA 16110 Mltll

Mtlllgil I , I 95 I -El-. Pro-d: 25,631. ‘witlt this car
Mil} hecame a hadge en an Austin-Healev Sprite Mkll tqvl
hut did net sell as well. It had all the virtues tand
shencemingsi ef the Sprite. Tep speed was just
S“5ntph.r'157kmlt tti-Gtinrplt in 1S._?i secends) httt the real peint
ef the Mitlget was net te cempete in the Traffic Lights Grand
Pris hut te wind tilting secendarv rts-ttls with the tep dewn.
As en the Sprite, the engine was enlarged frem 941-icc te-
1t19Scc late in 196.1,.
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mt Midgefltlltl
I Rlelllleler. I 962-61. Prod: 115.898. This was the
first eriginal MG withettt a separate chassis. it tlerivetl directlv
frem the 'A' {ceil spring and deuhle wishbene frent
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EurlyMG-B Roadster

suspensien, semi-elliptics at the l't';1t‘l'tl|'it,l, n:,ttttrallv, it h:ttl
frent disc brakes. Its Elfibhp 1?98cc versitin ef the series '15"
engine meant 1115-mphfl¿¿kmh anti ti-tititttplt in 1,3,3
secends, and everdrive was an eptien en the ft.tt,tr-speed
gearbes. Mechanicallv it was net st-,tri|ing. hut its ltantlseme
bedv, stvled in-heuse, was titneless—althtiuglt each et'tt'
came readv te sttcceur Abingden tin wt inns. l'Tt1I11 late liit¿
the eriginal three-hearing engine was repl:tcetl with :t live-
hearing versien.

lllrll. I9 66. PI'D[1: 22,€t01.1'ite,'sikii lt‘-.'£lS;l
rehadged Mkll] Sprite, still net t|ttiie as pepttlar witlt huvers.
Like the Sprite, it had a taller vvintist'rcett, winti-up wintlews,
deer iecks, sen"ti—elliptic rear sprittgs. anti an cstnt _'il"thp. The
new rear sttspensien (which t'eplacetl the elti cantilever tjuaner
elliptics and radius arms} impreved ltantllirtg-
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l GT; I 965-57; PTDEI: 31.355. f“-tvlet,l witlt a.ssist;tt‘tt,‘t_' ft't 1111
Fininfarina, the GT was clese te is-ing a sperting estate.
altheugh luggage space was limited if veu wantetl te see
threugh the rear windew and the stttall rear seat was sttiiahle
enlv fer verv veung children. it was a t"let'er atiaptatieti whiclt
weighed enlv l6f1ib mt tt't' than the rt iatlster, sti its perfi innant"e
was enlv fractienallv inferier. Until 1'~.t‘i,iii it was marketllv less
espensive than the readster en the sect irttl hanti ma rket, hut
the availabilitv cif a cemplete replacement shell titai vear
changed the situatien.
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MG! GT arrived in ‘I965



Midge!‘ Mklll, ‘I966-69. Prod: 13,425. I*~iet as
pepular as the ettttivalent Sprite in its tlav, the Midget new
has tnere cachet in the sect 1-ntl-hantl—ser1'v, classie—car
market which demonstrates a low level of thinking? Like the
Sprite, the Midget Mklll had the l2?St*t' ti=_ihhp engine and a
pennanentlv attachetl heed which replaced the rather cn.tde
canvas and tube affair of the earlv cars.

I/I61‘ Mlltll, I 967-74. Prod: 218,8'.Tt1lr'91,2U7. Detail
refinements marked this medel: svnchromesh en hettem and
Restvle wheels (hut wires were eptienal]. while optional
autetnatic transmission was a new tiepanure, There was net
tnuch wrong with this car escept that, frent 1969. litatsun
intrtslttced the 1.tSrttplt 341.12’. to America. MG had no answer
to the Datsun, which hecatne the fastest selling spens car in
American histerv: in fact, to meet LTS emissien laws, late MGBs
seltl in the States had eniv Haiiltp and ceuld harelv tep
l}{ltnplir"'145ktttlt, in tie-tosetl fenn fl-ftliniplt teek 18.5 secends,
which was pretrv pathetic especiallv when the Datsun teek
eniv ten secends,

The preblem was deep-reetetl: BL had no ‘clean’ engine
on the stecks althettgh it had hatl as rnttch netice of the
emissien laws as anvene else. Fttnher, EXES4, a prettv frent-
engineti car stvletl hv Fininfarina whiclt was scheduled to
replace the 'B' in 19?t1, was asetl jttst after the BL merger of
llilfrli, when Ivltli hati to cempete with Triumph and _laguar for
tleveloprnent menev.

ttttat start had revised grille
C/CUT, IQGT-G9. Prod: -455234457. This was an
attempt hv BL to lill the gap left hv the Austin-Healev 501,1-[1

I '
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MGC Roadster, 1969
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hv shee-heming a 14Shhp 5-litre engine into the "B". There
were numereus ether medificatiens, including frent
suspensien hv wishhenes and tersien hars. Centrarv to
popular helief the "C" did net have the Healev's engine hut
used a seven-hearing unit which it shared with the Austin 5-
litre saleen. Whv such a heavv and inadequate lump was
fitted, when the light Rover 31,5-litre VS was available, remains
a mvsterv.

ldentitv features were 1"'iin wheels (the B had 14in wheels}
and a pewer bulge in the bonnet. Although the ‘C was a brisk
perfomiert12t1n'tph.»’195ktnh. U-¿tlmph in ten seconds}, it was
nese heavv, unbalanced and unresponsive. Since ntost classic
car huvers do not drive their cars hard the C has become
something of a cult, but eniv hecause it is rare; and its is
cemparativelv rare because it was net good eneugh to sell
well first time reund.

Htlllgil IAIKIV, I 969-1'4. Prod: 36,623. with the
Sprite becoming an 'Austin* in 19711, the Midget came into
its ewn. As en the Sprite the main escitement came from
new trim, black sills and Restvle wheels. The vision of the
new British Levland management was not leng in making
itself felt, and in 1'5-F2 tare veu readv for this?) the rear wheel
arches were tritttrded.
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U GT VI, I 913-TE. Prod: 2591. Long after some tuning
specialists, in particular Costello tqvl, began to make a living
bv ¿ning the Rover VS inte MGBs, BL get the message and did
the same with the Blft-1. Since the engine weighed only a few
pounds more than the 1.i-i-litre ‘feur’ the suspensien did not
have to he altered and the iine balance of the car was
unimpaired. Altheugh it ceuld tnatch the l?tatsun 24112’. for
perfennance t l24niph..-:".?.t1tiknth. 1}-¿Àntph in 8.6 secends} and



MG

hatl much tnere ‘hadge, the car was not solti in the States—
which tlreve another nail in the mart1ue's coffin. Altnost all
were seld in Britain but the heme market ditl not respond
weil to a relativeiv espensive car which was hasicallv an
eleven vear eltl tiesign {perhaps people tht:tught that a new
medel ttitt,stl‘.te waiting in the wings). There were. apparentlv,
also engine supplv prohlerns since the Rover SDl arrived in
twe and was ttn immediate hit. The G has heceme a cu it car
hecause it is relativeiv ntre. the 1.-it-1 has hecotne one hecause
it is a ¿ne motor car.

MG-B GT VB, alwu-ys titre-tee-hampered

I/I01‘ Mkll ‘hlnck humper’, ‘I914-80. Prod:
52.907.312.915. US safetv laws were responsible for the
increased ride height and uglv jistrdttts of the ‘black humper‘
Mklls. Earlv cars were justlv criticised for handling
deficiencies httt from 19?? on thev handled as well as
‘chrtime-hurnperetl‘ cars hecause MG got arountl to fining
anti-roll lstrs.

Half a million MG Bs were soltl httt the marque was allowed
to tlie despite the fat't that it had essaved two replacement
tnotleis: the B14254, asetl in 1968, anti the ADGEI. The latter
was a mitl-engined coupe which wottld have taken BL's sehc
ii-series engines, the 1??-‘Sec *four* and the .222?cc ‘sis’, heth
of which were engineered for a transverse location and had
five-speed gearhoses. In the end the rival Triumph TR? was
given the go-ahead, and with that decision MG was tloorned.
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tttctt at, twe, with lulu-cit humpers

BL hatl severe lahour problems, caused in no small measure
hv rotten management, so it closed dewn the MG works at
Ahingtlon which had the best record of anv BL plant.

IAIN, I 914-79. Prod: 73,399. To meet US
safetv regulations, the last espressien of the Midget had huge
plastic hutnpets anti increased ride height. The increase in ride
height did not have to adverselv affect handling, but it was
allewed to through lack of development. US emission laws led
to the use of the 14%-t't" Triumph Spitfire engine and gearhos,
which was no had thing since top speed esceeded
li}t1tnphr’ 1601-mih for the first titne. in a rarelv daring move, the
rear wheel arches were squared off again. Its healthv
production suggests that a proper replacement would have
been welcomed but, naturailv. the knuckle-dragging drongees
in charge of MG‘s fate cettid not see this and so the last genuine
sperts car for the masses was allowed to die.
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Postst'rt'pi': In 1985 BL ifthen called the Austin Rover Group)
entered Group B rallving with a mid-engined, turbocharged,
four wheel drive car developed hv Williams Grand Fris
Engineering. It was hadged as the MG Metro 6R4 and the
hodv was vaguelv Metro, alheit with fmnt and rear aerofoiis.
It was a promising project tone finished third on its debut
in the R.A.G. Rallv) but was a victim of the ban on Group B
cars earlv in 1981') when a series of serious accidents caused
the FIA to take tlraconian action. Unlike the Ford RS200,
which was developed with both Group B and read use in
mind, the Metro (iR4 was unashamedlv a competition car,

in the late 1980s, British Heritage began to market complete
shells for the ‘chrome humper’ B roadster, B GT, and the
Spritefivlidget. As a result, manv a rust bucket has been saved
from oblivion and some cars have been huilt up from new.

ICRO {GB}
The first Micron was completed in 1968 and had a plvwood
monecoque {ii la Marcos) topped bv a ¿breglass coupé be-dv
with gull-wing doors. It had a mid—mounted Mini engine on
a Mini sttbfrarne hut with coil spring and double wishbene
suspension. It appears never to have reached preductien,



 

achieved its production target of five cars a week and it
folded in 19911.

The ‘Japanese Miraciel has not been without its casualties and
Mikasa ofTokvo was one of a number ofcar companies which
appeared in the 1950s but which did not survive. The Mikasa
Spons was the first Japanese vehicle which ceuld be called a
sperts car, even bv a stretch of the imagination. Made between
195? and 1961, it was a prettv little four-seater which showed
the distant inÀuence of the AC Ace although it was podgv
rather than svelte. Like most Japanese cars of the time. it was
designed with economv in mind and an air-cooled twin-
tvlinder engine delivered its Efibhp via a fluid torque converter
te the front witeels.

I I GINIERI G (GB)
A 1990 rwe-seat sports car kit with modem stvling. it bad a
fihreglass monocoque with a front tubular subframe which
carried an AlfaSud engine, and other main components came
frem the same sottrce.
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1990 Minarisporls

ll [GB)
Test pilot and amateur racer Dizzv Addicet commissioned Paul
Emerv to build an aluminium coupe bodv on a Mini-van
fleorpan and he called the result the ‘Dart’. it was obvious
that aluminium was too espensive a material to sell to the
tvpical impecunious enthusiast so the origirtal was used to
make fihreglass shells and these were marketed bv Jeremv
Delmar-Morgan as the Minijem. The ‘Dart’ was also used as
the starting point for the similar Mini-Marcos since Jem Marsh
had also been involved in the project.

Like the Mini-Marcos, the Minijem had a ¿breglass
monocoque with wooden floor reinforcement. its light weight
gave sparlcy performance even with a standard Mini engine,
road holding was escellent, and Minijems scored some
ctimpetititin success. After the ¿rst change of ownership, in
1969, an improved Mkll shell, which was painted and trimmed,
was marketed——a wise move as some huvers had taken their
cars on the mad as soon as thev would tnove under their own
power and tattv Minijems did not help the cause. The secontl

MIDDLEBRIDGE
:  

j 

Minijem at Thrutttlart t:irct.tit in 1975

finn, ntn bv Rob Statham, eventuallv buckled under the
¿nancial strain of developing a V111’-based sports ear, die
‘Futura'. Tet another change of owners saw a further
improvement irt the form of an opening rear window, but the
ntid—19?[1s saw the kit car market collapse in Britain and
Minijem went in 1'll?6. About 351] Minijems wer made bv the
project’s various owners and, in the earlv 198115, the project
was revived vet again as the Kingfisher (qv).

I Pl.l [GB)
A late 1980s maker of a copv of the Ceuntach Quattro-valvele
with a wide varietv of engine options.

K35)
A mid~19B(1s kit car which seems to have harelv got off the
ground, the Mistral was a gull-wing 2+2 coupé sourced from
the Ford Gortina.

MITSUBISHI ill
The roots of this companv can be found in a shipping concem
founded in 18?t1. It made its ¿rst car, bmed on a Fiat design,
in 191? hut produced verv few before it switched to making
commercial vehicles. Buses and tntcks were eniv a small part
of the companv’s business, however, for the parent
corporation also built ships and aircraft {including the Zero
fighter).

Mitsubishi Fast built eats of its own design in 1959, and these
were tvpical of contemporarv Japanese cars, having engines of
no more than Sllilktc. In 1964 the three ft]-1'1'IlE.‘I‘ branches of
Mitsubishi amalgamated to become one of the world's largest
corperatiore with a verv wide range of interests. The car division
became independent in 19711 and the following vear the Chrysler
Gorpuratien bought a 35 percent share.

Until the 1980s the companv‘s products were seld under
tnarque names such as ‘Colt’ and ‘Lensdale’. At about the
same time as these names were dropped the companv began
to stress high performance, and its turbocharged saloons wen
a high reputation for their competence. Mitsubishi built a
number of sportv coupés If such as the Starien and Eclipse),
then in 1989 unveiled a sensational sports car which went
inte production in 1990,



QQQQET; illlfÀlllllÀd '| §§°- Uiilt-' iutir tir litre ‘years
hefere this ear was annnuneed, it wnuld lan-"e heen l‘L‘j_{ttt‘t;lL‘t.i
as a Mtittir Hhtrw ‘erineept tir 'dreatn' ear. Hueli was the paee
uf prugress in the late i9EiUs that dreams enuld lieeume reality
and with a L‘tJtI't[]1iF1l[lii-‘t;?l‘_l¢' reasunahle priee tag. The ji.lttt.lt]'l'.
hadged in America as the Dodge Stealth, and in japan as the
Starinn GTO. was a 3+2. w'l'1ieh had hair-wl"|eel drite. liiur-
wheel steering. anti-luel-; hral-Les. eleetrtiniealljt" eeintrnlled
slaaelc ahsurhers and retractahle Frnnt and rear spnilers. There
was even a euntrul en the eshaust s';,,*sten1 whieh wnuld reduee
eahaust nnise in huilt-up areas.

The Lit]-i'lL‘ *fiiur~val\.-'r_*' Z9?'£t‘L' W1. n1t;~unter_l trans‘-;ersel';.' in
frnnt ni the ear. was equipped with twin turh-n-el1;irp;ers and
prndtiued jiilililttl.'l'l1iHtTit.’11t"tt;.1ttII]"1 speed nf l(a'Jr1ipl1.- ltsillanli
ti]-tiÀinph in "i.~'i seei:inr_Lsi and ruad testers fnund that the rest nf
the ear's dynamies eranplemented sueh ¿gures.

*7 T 7 T-*1?7*ri' ‘r 7
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IFPD Mitsubishi BIHIDGT

SEE ALI H)

ODE DQD {USA}
Frum the rnid-i9H[is, Mudena Design at Develupment inade
the “Ciassie G'i'25{i', a turn key evueatiun tif the Fininfarina-
hudied Ferrari 2",iiIiGT ‘Caliiinrnia Hpytier‘ hased un a Fnrd
ehassis with a ~’i.?-litre Fnrd 1-"iii engine. The [1i't‘.l[tIIi'_1r']"itf was
featured in the film, Herntr )i;i'ii'£’”£’?‘i'i Dirty Off

"I956 Modem: Classic
GT 150

OIR [AUS]
Len Muir was a ytiung shtie salesnlan when. in 19"?-E? he
prudueed a tiny hut lnvely speeial whieh used Renault -itlir’
running gear in a tuhular ladder frame tepped lay a sleek
hntiy, the eentrai seetinn e.-ii whieh was tif steel and was lunati-
hearing, hut the fr-ant and rear seetiuns were uf fihreglass.

MONICA

his with the ii1'ip_ir1al Renault, the engine l‘|ting hehind tlte
rear asle line and it deli‘t-"ered its llhhn via a three-speed
transasle.

The ear eaused r.|uite a sensatinn when it ti]‘.I["i'L‘tlTL’t.l and
1':-rettjr stain yiitltig Len was sawed lrtini the sht:ie slttip. _It':~i;.‘i
put his sfieeial intn prtiduetitin with an ;tll—i‘il"ire‘L{l;tss laitij,-'_
and made ii). while .'*vit_iir designed whnle ears i'iir_]t-ti"-1 as well
as l'ihreg.:_lass hardte.-ps.

MOMD (US/1\]
A 1'-ii1=tlIt'i_-liit'L‘Li lltliti-—r""lLlI'tt_'I”it_'1tt"| i'tair-seat t_iT entipe intria.iueed
in ]'1J?l. i"i»'iI.lt"|j,.{'I.l't..‘lllI"ll made the ehassis. Frua the i'i-tJ~t_l'f, and
]"aiwer ealne irtitn a ’i..7—litre Cl‘ie\-'rtilet ‘fl-i engine whieh led
its j’iiil1lt[1 tlirtittgit either a liive-speeti IF gearlais tit‘ a three-
speed autumatie transmissinn.

‘H

i9TiMu|'nuM|t1

MONICA it/cg
The tidtl naine fnr this preijeet eatne iirnnt .'1-in-niqL|e_ wile iii
lean Tastes-"in. head uli the CFli'M niilw-'a';.' w'agun wurl-ts. it was
an attempt tn huild a Freneh superear hut the enagineering
was mainly.-' iiritish. Chris Lawrenee's Deep Handersnn i.'t ineern
was respeinsihle ii: 1|-I‘ the ehassis while the ehtisen puwer unit
was a Martin ‘UH. hut an unknuwn engine did nnthing tn huild
an 'itnage' and prtidttetiun ears ltad Cl1r'*_t-'sler units, like iTlttl"i‘}"
annther high speed GT ear.

Under the tnur-seat. fuur-tliair aluminium laaiy was a
spaee frame with sheet steel rL'inhirt"L'rt1ent_ a ‘i.h- ti-1' iii)-litre
Cl]F';.HslL‘r R-“H. a iii.-'e-speetl zF_i.{l.’tii'i']-E1111. and a de [Jinn rear
a sle. Fa: ane ears had a utnmat ie tra nsm issiun and a twi i-speed
haelt asle. The Mi.;iniea never really eaught the puhlie‘s
irnaginatinn and uni],-' 55 were tnatlel"1etw'een 19?] and i9'?"'i.
The prniect was then taken {lit-‘tit’ lay Panther Cars. w'l1nquiekly
furgut al"aiut it.
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Heading tar its 1'-l-Uth anniversary: the Canreite mndel name was retained
by GM l'l1rau-gh iaur decades at change, aithaugh this i?'?Ds car was tar

remavecl tram the ariginal...



ll DEVELOP E 'I'S {GB}
This was an earlv it}!-tits revival tti‘ Dennis .»*ttlam‘s l1'r-nhe
etmeept hut with sume ht itlv t‘h:.tnges. Based ti-I'l a lilsreglttss
|ntints;ut]tte. it used Hillman lntp running gear anti was
marketed under the nante ‘l’tilsar'.

(USA)I-ll-'I'lPl
.»"t iwti-seat spnrts ear whieh eante in l'?F+2, and went in i_EFi~'+
alter iust three had heen made. Tttned Willvs engines, an
t-l7hltp F—head 't'ntir' ta" a 13-il".-lip "sis". and Will}.-'s ntnning
gear, were titted tn .a ttihttlar liratne.

-P --J
Iq-I5

-.,_____._

Ansaeingly, anly three
Multiplex spud: cars

-. __ were mode

ll FORD ENGI ERI G (GB)
in IUHE .'l-itattfurtl intrudueed the ‘l‘viusketeer', a threte
wheeled spt;-rts ear hased tin ‘v’at1:\tltall ‘v'iva running gear.
l'1.lt-i-‘t saw a range tit‘ three mndels using air-eunleti Citruen
engines anti marketeti under the name ‘Lrinta:-1'. All used
Citruert ehassis. The 3.-if-. was a ivie-rgan-islt three wheeler
hased tin the twu-evlinder 2tI‘v' tir D}.-"tine: the .7;‘.E-“i was a fnttr-
wheeled versitin tit‘ the trike: and the —t2'.~t was hased tin the
iittttr-t*vli1ttler tiitrnen .='tmi. In 19!-i? annther finn tnnk uver
prtaltietinn tif the Citrnen hased ears and ntarketed thettt
under the hrantl name 'Lurnas'; the ‘it-ltisketeer‘ appears tti
have disappeared at the same time.

F'——

-e.*=,-'-.~- ---s"-mgiie¿v a'..-»--.s-.s-.1-t'~'!'F'l---.l'.*=.1;_i .ii"'-.- -. ""-'-= ‘T

Lanna in ‘I953

(USA]
Earl ‘it-itttin1ttn'tt-ttinta was a televisiun manttta;"tttrer and high-
ptrweretl salesman whn made his name with enmmereials
nn .+*tmerit'an televisiun just after the Wttr. in 1949 he hnught
the rights it] the lslurtis tripe-ns as a means ui' prumuting
himself. and like-minded ittnietr eelehrities, and tnarketed it

MUS

as the Mtlnta ‘jet’. The first EH ears. huilt lrv Hunts, were eitise
replieas nfthe I-{unis spnrts. ermtplete with aluminium hudies
anti, with a :1.-"I-li[i't.‘ Catlillae engine as standard, periit 1-rm:.tnt'e
was pretty livelv.

In tti"?-ti. ivittnta set up his ntvn nperatinn: he added 1‘:-in
tn the wlteelhase, made it intu a ¿ve-seater. replaeetl the
tjtttlillttt‘ engine with the rnueh heavier side-valve Linenin
‘v'ti. and ttsed steel instead till: aluminium fnr the ht:-dies. it
was still the fastest t ititrlinplt.-'l?tiktnlti. and qttiekest
aeeelerating ti]-titittiplt in 12.5 seenndsl .~ttr|"|r.*rit'.'.tn
prudttetiun ear tif its time and it was esuttisitely made.
Despite its priee {twiee as mueh as a tlatlillaei, jtjsi were
made, lttrwever, Ivittnts: lust mnnev tin everv nne, and the
plug was pttlied in i9"i-t when sume til his nther husiness
interests hit prnhlems.

-_-
Ills-'-

'l95I Htmlzlet, with
Five seats and Linceln

-1;? VB pnwer

[G-BG}
in 19'?-tit Mantir ‘v’ie"w* lvltittirs til‘ Guernse},-' nearlv hettame the
Channel Islands‘ first nttatir ntanttfaetttrer when it ulTered a
small npen twu seater. tt had a lihreglass lintiv, ladder frame,
all-independent suspensiun and a mid-mnunted ,fl2’5t‘r.' twn-
evlinder E-struke Anattni engine. althuugh a flliiet" engine is
nut evervnne‘s idea til" a spens ear unit, the tterkelev tqvl
hegan with :.t similar engine. iinlike the iierkelev. this prnjeet
did nut prngress hevund a lew prntnrvpes.

VS (F)
First shnvt-"n in i9’rl~'i, the it-Pt-"H ‘v'enturi was a striking twn se:.tt
enttp-é stvled hg tiierard Gntlfmv. A l9'?l'iltp 2.‘i~]itre
turhueharged Renault v'('i engine was niettnttsil amidships in a
sheet steel l'iaei-ch-une ehassis with all independent suspensiun.
at the frnnt hv enil springs and dnuhle wishh-nnes, and at the
rear hv enil springs. twin radius amts and a lnwer lateral link.
The ehassis itselfwas engineered lav Riandeau, the Freneh raeing
ear ntanttlaentrer tand Le it-tans winner} sn, rareiv fnr a new
marque. it arriver.l with a pedigree.

l‘t“l"‘v’5 disenvenzd that the gap hetween a prutnrvpe and a
prnduetinn ear ean he large and it was nut until 198? that the
tirst esamples anived an the market. The i'all-awing vear an
upen versiun was titiered. In euupé lt1~t'lTt the ‘v'enrt|ri was
eapahie at 1’iflmpl1t’2~’i{'1l-ttttit (fl-¿lllritph in 6.5 seetinds) with
ruad hnlding tn mateh. Althnugh hnth models were very well
reeeived, and praised fnr the quality and ltt:-any at‘ their finish,
revs was ha.sieallv under-tinaneed. it was nut lung hefere it
fnlded hut it was su-nn snapped up hv a partnership hetween
an investment eumpanv and the de la Chapelle lamilv, maker
at the epcinvmutts Bugatti repruduetinn.

The new enmpanv espanded the eapital hase anti
implemented plans it} huild up tti prtidttetitin tif ‘ii»ti*[i units a
vear. Earlv in 1989 it intrudueed the Venturi EHO, which had



MUS

the Ziitiiilee versiun tif the engine but with a Garrett T5
turhn-eharger. Running with inereased he-ust, the engine gave
E¿Àhhp hut, mnre impressivelv, 29HlhH'ft mas.imum turque at
nnlv 1?‘?-t) rpm, whieh may he a reeurd fnr a turhneharged
engine. This translated intn a tup speed nf lt'1t‘tmph.»’27'tikmh
with O—6{l1nph in 5.5 seennds (nnlv a tenth shy at the Ferrari
Testarnssa, whieh was the ¿mfs target}.
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hy the Astnn Manin Lflster anti while it was alsu suureed frnm
the MGB it iL*tJLtlLl take a H.tJver it-“H engine. The TI) tif iiltij
was a 2+2 versitin tif the TC while the TF tif the satne year
was a TC. witlt fltiwing wings. it was alsti the first Fit} tti have
dt:-tirs, althnugh tltey heeame an nptinn t.m all mndels l::~y l9Fi==‘i.

l‘-lGs were widely admired fnr finish antl engineering hut
the enmpa ny had disappeared hy i"9ti"9ih1..-' whieh time it was
pttssihle tti use lvl¿li parts in a new MG lTI{II(_l'3,’.fL*litttif-ii.‘-1 ttnit i.
The HG TA was made, hriefly, hy the TA it-lnttir Ctimpany
in 1987, when HG was listing tmly the TF. Then the entire
range was taken tiver hy Pastiehe Cars and the ears were
renamed. The TF heeame the ‘Henley anti was re-engineeretl
tti use Ftird Cnrtina er iiierra eurnptinents; the "Ila heeame
the ‘lnternatitinali. and was re-engineered artiund ll-ttittis
l*viarina.="ltal enrnpt".-nents; the TC heeame the "Aster". tn take
Milli t.'II' Mtirris Mttrintt parts.

I
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HG TC, 1934

IC OI-S [USA]
Late iE}*‘it]s maker tif a spnrts ear using Panhard rttnning gear
in a tuhttlar frame anti tnppetl hy an aluminium nr fihreglass
hndy. Tuned '5-liehtiis-Panhttrds were ttuite ptipular fnr
etm‘tpetitit;-n Lise.

I BUS (GB)
A 1985i mid-engined kit ear et'tt|pt"i whieh had snmething tif
the Clan Crusader in its styling. The hndy was tif fihreglass.
reinfureed with Iievlar. and the eentre seetitm was a
mt'intienqtte earrying Mini suhframes frnnt and rear. an
Austin lvietrti engine.---"gearht:at unit was usually fitted ta ivtini
engine was ptissihiel and, with a 1.="‘-i—litre versitin, the wttrl-ts
elaimed a 1E'.E:11pl1.#'19tik111h tup speed. Hy llaltifi it hatl passed
intu tither hands hut faded snnn afterwards.
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I- Himlsus caupé, was

i_il‘l'55*"*lil.

NISSAN (J)
In 1'-'-.?'.i.‘i the Ttihata lmtinti intlttstrial etimhine lattnt*hed the
isiissan ivinttir Cumpany. This netru rretl after the parent enmpany
had aequired a small autt:-mtitive etirptitratitin whieh ineluded
a ttnmpany ealled DAT. then making small numhers tif light
ears. Thus hiissan tfame tti malte Datsuns, and the first espnrts
were aehievetl within a few mnnths tif the fnrmatittn tif the
new etimpany. tiy the time_]apan entered the Eieetintl Wtirld
‘War prtidttetitjin tif all i‘*-'issan vehieles, including trueks, was
apprtiaehing Zilttititl units per artnum. Iiy then nnly the small
mndels were stiltl as 'l)atstms', larger vehieles heing snld
under the t'-£issan name.

Prtidttetitin tif pre-war mt"itiels restlmetl in liJs’iT*' and in
l9'32 Nissan hegan making snme Austin designs under
lieenee. This ettllah-tiratitit‘| was an impnrtant faettir in i“-lissan's
grnwth, anti hy the end nfthe li¿iis the enmpany was_]apan's
seet ind largest ear maker, prtidueing nver T=',tit'.tt'.l units a year.
Esptirts resumed in l‘?J't'.".-t_i anti the first nverseas manufaeturing
st.thsidiat‘y was estahlisheti in Me:-tieti the ftilltiwing year.
I-iinee then Nissan has estahlisheti manufaeturing faeilities in
.-itustralia, the United States. anti tireat iiritain. Mnst hlissans
were marketed ahruad under the lltatsun name until 1985
when the name was drtippetl.

D-3 SpÀfl, IQQQ-51-. Pr0t1.*—. This little ear was
hased nn a pre-war tiesign and its style was a misture tif tvltfi
anti Singer rnadsters. its engine seems tn have heen
inilueneed hy the Austin Heven anti was a sitie-valve ftiur-
eylinder unit tift-it"1t1t"t' with splash luhrieatitin. The similarity
did nut entl there, fttr the ear had a three-speed gearhmt. ti
‘t.'t]Ill elet;trit*s and a h-eam frnnt asle tIlI't a transverse leafspring.
The main differenees were semi-elliptie rear springs, a wtin"n-
drive rear asle anti ltiin hydraulie hrakes. 'U't'tt.;" etittld say
mayhe that the ear was tiverhraketi sinee, with tinly ahnut
Eilhhp, tnp speed was nnt mueh nver i":-tltnpit.»-""i~itii<nth.

.. _. \_

Hissan as 5-port, was

S21 ‘I, ‘I95?-52. Prod.-—. This 2+3 etinvertihle was
the first tif the tairlady line tif l"~iissan spurts ears httt nnly a
hrave, tir ftttilish, man wtiuld have pretiieteti the line's
sueeess tin the strength tif this t'ar. it was an arnaigamatitin
tif a fihreglass htitiy, the eltassis tif the I)-fi and the ill-i'5}*t't'
l:lI]ltlI'-t'.“yilI'l't.l-t.‘l‘ nhv engine frtirn the Type flit} illuehirtl. ‘#311-’itlt
(itlltltp, a tnp speed tif Htitnpli.--"'12?-ikrrilt was pt tssihle-—when
 



in a designer track suit. it was nut shnrt tif pt'iwer, at least
in the turhn versinn, anti althc.-ugh it was still related tti the
E-=“it'J2'. in its styling, it was a millicm miles away in spirit.
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1301111 2+2, 1930

200$!/Silvia, inirasluead 1 988. rtlthtiugh it 2+2
cuupe, this mudel was the spiritual heir tti the nriginal 2-’itiZ.
if nnly hecause it nfferetl an erctratirdinary level Elf style.
equipment, perfurmance and cnrnpetence ftjir the mnney. As
hati hecnme usual with mnst Japanese makers there were
several distinct variants within the mndel range and
individual imperters chuse particular packages far their
markets. By taking away custtimer chtiiice. save fnr a very
limited chnice tif ct;-ltiurs, the imptirter was ahle tti supply
cars immediately and was ahle tti negtitiate favnurahle terms
with the parent cumpany.

Thus Britain, where the ‘Silt-'ia‘ name was nnt usetl,
received unly the ZOUEX cuupe, in its Njliltp turhcicharged
versiun and with the five-speed manual gearhtnt. Other
markets had tlifferent type identificatinn: japan had the
‘espci-rt‘ versitin twith tailgate} as the 1l:ii]S}{. and sci cm. Snme
markets had the fuur-speed autematic transmissien, c.-thers
receiveti cars with a lfljhltp nurmally-aspiratetl engine, there
was a nutch-hack versiun hadged as Esititiiti, anti snme
markets received the cnnvertihle, which was available unly
with autematic transmissinn, at least in 1990. There were
alsu different final drive ratie-s, and tiptinns included ABS,
fnur wheel steering and a limited slip differential—-hut nca
all cif these were availahle in all tnarkets. While must engines
had duhc ‘fc-ur valve‘ heads, the American spec medel had
an snhc ‘three valve‘ heati an its tttrhci versiun.

Ccanmcin tct all cars, hnwever, was a five main hearing
fnur-cylinder engine uf 18iF)cc mnunted in iine and driving

The I939 Nissan 20051

NORTH AMERICAN FIBERGLASS

tn the rear wheels. Frnnt sttspensinn was hy iviacPhersnn
stnats while the independent rear used ltiwer wishhtines,
upper transverse links and tliagunal stntts. Disc hrakes were
fitted tu all fuur wheels. In British specificatinn itttrhtiicharged,
five-speed gearl*Jt:.-rt '1 the El]-til‘-i}Z.' was gnnd fnr 14timphf22’.‘ikml1
till-¿tlmph in 12 secnnds] and it _/eh‘ like a spnrts car.

3001!, inlraslusasl 1 989. witen the new 5-Utizat
reached Eurupe in 1990, Attrucar hailed it as “the first
Japanese supercar‘ if that was a few mcinths befnre the Hnnda
NS-X anived). Like the ZUOSX it was nnt sti muclt a car as a
menu and, again, ncit all markets receiveti all versinns. There
were twc.--seat and 2+2 versinns, a nctmtally aspirated Li'.2.?l'ihp
engine and a ;?.T*'¿ilttltp versiun with twin turhuchargers, a five-
speed manual gearhcet and a fuur-speed autnmatic
transmissinn, and versinns with. and witheut, catalytic
ctzinverttirs and a T-har rtinf.

All cars, he-wever, had a frctnt-mnunted duhc ‘ftsur valve’
29()f1t‘c vb engine with variahie inlet valve timing in an
integral h0dy.i'chassis with multilink independent suspensinn
all rnund. hlissttn restricted tup speed tn i55mphf2T'iEikmlt
i.{i-titlntph in 5.6 secnnds] hy fitting smaller turhcichargers
hut, in turn, that imprnved the car’s dynamics hy reducing
tttrhu lag. Despite having the very latest in technultigy (which
nnmtally has the effect uf distancing the driver frt;-m the rnad)
ruad testers were ahle tu repnrt that this was a ‘hack tct basics’
sports car.

1 '1" -. Itliilit
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atrnzit Turbo, 1959

_ osonsnonr (es)
Lee Nnhle fnunded Kitdeal tqvi. which was eventually re-
named Nuhle iviuturspart. Apart frnm the Ultima kit car and
the Ferrari 55if'P4 cepy the cnmpany alsn made a cnpy cif
the Lcttus 25 spurts-racer under the name ‘hlulale 23".

OIIDIC (GB)
An unsuccessful 1949 spurts car which used a supercharged
Fcird 11) engine in a medified Fnrd B chass.is with LMH split-
axle independent frent suspensiun. The hedy lct-uked like a
scaled-duwn Allard hut the car was high, dumpy and espensive,
and few if any were snld.

» FIBERG S
(USA)
A maker cif a Cuhra cepy in the 1980s.



NORTHEAST Exotic caR_s'

OR'I'l'lE _'I' EXOTIC RS (USA)
A late i‘~.li-ills maker tif a Lamhnrghini tlnuntach t‘ti]T.ty whit‘h
was nametl ‘Hctirpitin'. it was st;-ld with a variety tif ‘v’fi and
vs engines, in fnrms frnm hasic kit tn tum key car.

ORTHER l(I'I' CARS (GB)
Intruducetl as a prntntype in 1'~Itt-iii, the ‘Htirnet' was an
attractive. nriginal twu-seat ctiupe. A space frame can'ieti
titirtina running gear anti a ivlkli versitin had a Targa ttip:
the prtiiett was taken tiver hy lTii‘~Ii~L in 1iJti‘J.

1011 (AUS)
tinglisltman titty liuckinghanfs Tile-t.a Engineering httilt tiver
a huntlretl tiluhmans-tt.'pe spurts cars a ntl frcmt-enginetl single
seaters tluring the i‘~.l*'1its anti lilftils, anti stild stime tif its
Clttiittttttis cars fnr use tin the rtiad. The Type -t ttiir 'Fang".t tif
iiJT='] was the Hydney firnts t1['iL‘ sttecessfttl rt:-ad car tlesign
{mtire amhititius prtziiects were starteti hut ntit ct:-mpleteti 1 anti
it was tiffered fur sale as :.t kit car in llritain in ll.‘-‘T2. At .iaft-tti.
less engine, it might have enjtiyetl as mttch success in Britain
as in Attstralia, hut hy the time it had hectirne i~:nt:nvn, 'v'AT
anti the tfaltliti uil crisis had thrnwn a spanner in the wnrks.

F-tilti in kit fnrm tir fully assemhled in Attstntlia, the Type -‘i
usetl a space frame twith l".-uilt-in rnll hart, galvanised steel
lit it tr pan, alttminium inwer htitiy panels anti fihreglass tup
panels. Frtmt suspensiun was frtirn the Hillman Imp while
l‘:-el‘iind the twn-seat cttickpit was a ctimpiete iviini engine
.-gearlant--"'sttspt*nsitin ttnit in a A-"lini suhframe. A Ct:-tiper H unit
was favt at reti, hut even with a hug standard unit p-erftirmance
was gt:-tid. ftir the ctimpiete car weighed nnly 106-ills. anti
rt tad hnlding, assisted hy lain wheels. was reputetily escellent.

tn 1iJiit_t .‘*~1uta was still making small nttmhers tif specialist
cars. Tntal pruductiun tif the Type —'t was iiiii hut hy 1¥~.1'iJt_t
l"'~ittltt hati made tiver fititl c.ars. inclutiing racers.

NOVA [GB]
Designed hy Richarti tltakes. whu was respnnsihle fur the
iviitias, the hit iva was a rehtitiied v-"tv lleetle. Wlten intrnduced
in l‘~J'7l it was argttahly tine tif the must stunning shapes in
the wtirlti anti versinns were matie in Australia tF'urvis
‘l-It|reka‘t, America t‘$iterling'i_ and ltaly and Htaalt Africa
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The VW Beetle-basetl Have

i‘i1't|ma*i. it was even ctipied anti the ‘liagle' tttvl tlerivetl
frnm the i‘~Et:iva via the ‘tjimhria'. matle Ivy Ainnre Cars in
lvlilwattkee- The British ‘versitin, lttiw'ei.-‘er, had a chettuered
career :.tnd was nwned hy ftiur tliffe|'ent ct1m]‘tanies in its first
seven years, anti there have heen titlters since thet‘|. it ctimes
anti it gnes, hut it was in prntluctitm in iiiiltli.

. Sll ID)
Like H-ti many ufthe really lung-estahlisheti makers. H51’ grew
frtim nun-atttt;-mtitive rutits, in this case a sewing machine
ctitnpany fcatntied in lt~i?_’i. in liiitiifi l*JHLl l‘iegan tti make the
Belgian ‘Pipe’ car under licence hut a year later intrtiduced an
tiriginal design. The ctanpany prtispereti. espttnding inttt the
manttfacture tif cnmmercial vehicles anti rntitt"irt‘yt‘les, anti.
.after the First ‘ti-"tirlti ‘vi-"';tr tttatie st m‘|e successful small—engineti
ctimpetititin cars. i"~J!"il.l sufferetl during the tierman depressitlin
tif the ii)3t.1s. anti thrnugh the .activities tif a speculatur whu
ran intn finant‘ial tlillit't1ities. Fnr a time it had it} altantltm car
prtitlttt'titin anti then a -iti percent share was snld tti Fiat. A
ctimplicateti perittd ft:-lltrwetl. in which shares anti ctintrtil til
the ctanpany changed hantls. anti l\.'1~1.iT cuncentrated tIIl"t
nttittircycles, althtalglt in i'§.i_‘i~t it ct:-n‘|n‘|issitineti a car lTtIltt"1 Dr
Ferdinanti Ftirsche which was the ret"tignisttlile ancesttir til‘
the Beetle.

lirtidttctitin tif light mtittircycles resumed after the I‘ieccit‘|ti
\.‘Ii=‘tirld ‘iii-‘tir hut. save fnr mtipeds, was tlisctmtinttetl in lilfl.
The ctanpany hegan prnductitin tif a small car. the Prina, in
tilfiti anti the ftilltnving year hecame emhrtiiled in a dispute
with Fiat tiver the ttse tif the ?~il"iL' natne. fnr Fiat huilt cars in
Germany under the names ‘l"~it*t'kar' anti ‘hl¿l i-Fiat'. This was
finally r-est;-lved in liaifiii. hy which time N51? was a successful
cnmpany making a mtaiel with the ‘ivttnkel rntary engine.
which had heen under tievelnpment since 1951. in 1969 ?\1‘:~.it.i
merged with Audi, which was part nf the ‘v--“it.-"‘ empire, and
tine tif the ct 1-1T1 pany's designs was marketetl as the ‘v-“tit-i HTU.
a tlisaster ahtiut which vvv dues ntit like tti he rentindetl.
‘w'ltt_'n the advancetl ?-l!"-Ill Rtit-it} was tirtipped in 1977'. the
l\IHL' name tiisappearetl with it.

sÀÀ¿ FIIIII, '| QSQ-O1. Prod: 20,331. Althtiugh the
3+2 iierttme cuupe style ltinketi the husiness, underneath
was the chassis pan tif the mundane 1‘-if-ill ltrina. The initi-
tnuttnteti air-cttuled 'ii"i5t"t* snhc vertical twin t"i9t-icc frum
19611 delivereti its tTt;tI=tlI‘t‘i‘t1t‘t‘t taitput tif ;lflhhp anti 55ih.-“ft
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OQC (GB)
Ctdztl was eriginally Dldham and Crrrrvther, a cumpany which
specialised in ‘recreating' jaguars. It mnved intn the kit car
field in 198-"t with the ‘Sprirt'. a car in the Lntus Seven itlium.
lvinst unusually fur a small manufacturer, it attempted a farm
tif unitary ctinstructirm. "v‘ersirms were suld which cuuld take
cumpunents frum Fr:-rd Escrin Mk 1.52, Mrirris Minur nr Marina,
and Tnyrita Ct~lica-Ctiirtl claimed tn he the ¿rst kit car maker
tu tiffer a car using a Tuyrita hase. The ‘Thruttttini was hasically
a ‘E-1prirt* with rtn ugly hritiy kit tand weather equipment}
which made a fundamentally decent car lu-rik like semething
wltich might haunt the wnrst dreams tif the men whu make
ltiurgans. Ctbtrtl might alsti ltave heen the ¿rst kit car maker
it} sell a viden tape tti take the ciwner thruugh the stages uf
assetnhly. Hnwever. it seems tc.- ltave fadetl during 198?.

OOLE (GB)
In 1'EFis‘i David Ogle hecame une tif Hritain‘s first freelance
industrial designers when he started tu crifer cnmpanies
assistance with packaging and exhihitirm design and hy 1959
his cumpany emplnyed fuur designers. In 1960 he launched
the first uf what was intended l.t_t he a range nf cars, a mcive
it} puhlicise the studiu which alsu reÀected Ctgles uvt-'n interest
in cars and mntnr racing. Amcmg nther designs, it hodied a
Daimler 51125111 with a fihreglass shell which hecame the shape
tif the Reliant 5-icimitar criup-e, anti the studiri afterwards hecame
Reliant‘s first cheice fcir its hotly styles fur many years. Dgie
made a small numher tif cars under his r.iwn name and it was
in an Ctgle 1‘-iitiitttjtti that he met his death in 1962. The cumpany
cuntinued under Tum Karen and hecame estahlished as une
tif Britain's leading design cctnsultants.

1"",--r——""—=Q
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Daimler ‘lfÀ-engiriatl Ogle 51250 shape became the Reliant Scimitar

I -5, I 900-O:- PÀttdt T. Based tin Riley 1.5
cumpunents, this futtr-seat cnupe had a multi-tuhular frame
designed hy jcthn Tuieiru and a fihreglass hotly. Frent
suspensinn used Riley tie ivitlirris Minurl tursiun hars, and the
live rear asle was suspended rm cuil springs. The Blvitl series
B engine came in the satne state uf tune as the Riley with

twin carhs and rated rtt fitihhp hut the car was a slnw seller
and was drnpped after C.igie's death.
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Dglo'l.5, twirl

SIIOOO, ISO:-O4-. Pro-15:66. A high quality and
well-trimmed turn key Mini variant which demtltnstrated that
a really capahle designer cnuld make a pretty car un this
hase despite the very high hunnet line. A strengthened Mini
iluurpan, Mini suspensinn, and a hnnded fibreglass budy
cnmpleted the pita. and there was a chnice uf99?cc ¿t‘ t2?‘5cc
lviini-Cciaper engines. In truth, it was less practical than a
Mini, it was nnisier and the ham did nut npen frnm the
eutside. hut its main fu nctinn was tn hring the name cif Ogle
hefere the puhlic and it did that mare effectively than a multi-
millirm pnund advertising campaign. After 1964 the design
was taken uver and preduced as the Fletcher GT (qv).
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th, Mini-basetl Ogle Sitttttttt

(USA)
jack Griffith's vii-p<iwert*d versiun cif the TVR started tu hit
cc:-nsumer resistance as snnn as ward gut aruund about its
manifald deficiencies. Rather than give up he had the hasic
T‘v’R chassis lnnked uver by Frank Reisner's Intermeccanica
cnncern. The hack aide was modified ta take disc hrakes and
the chassis was tapped by a very pretty cctupé body, which
 



was scanet hing laetween a l,rttus'Elite and a Ferrari EBIJGTU.
Altnttt three dnsen rtf these brtdies. ntade rtf steel. were

shipped tn Griffith in America httt, by tilfitt. he had run tItLl1
rtf cash and the engineless cars gathered tittst. Enter a
ertmpany headed hy Steve Wiltler, technical editrtr rtf Crtr
atra'D.ttir-=r=.r. Wilder was ahle tti persuade Hrtlman and Mrtrtdy.
the Fnrd tuning aces, trt undertake assetnhly. Fttrd Mustang
drive trains were ttsed, with Ftird 11.?-litre Ml.-l pttwer ta "fi-
litre Fe-rd ‘v‘8 was an ttptirtn fnr 1‘~}i’t't-ii. Wltrtt hegan as a Griffith
then heeartte an Grttega. The cars did nut sell, hnwever, and
Reisner was left witlt ltiZ rulling chassis in Turin in 1968.
Thus the lntenneccanica ‘Italia' was hurn tqvl, and the
‘Gtmega' name passed tti GM.

OPEI. (D)
Gpel huilt racing cars befnre the First Wrtriti Writ, httt when it
hecame General Mrttrtts‘ Gemtan amt it became asst t-ciated witlt
wctnlty rather than esciting cars. Titus it was ttuite a surprise
wlten Opel introduced a sleek little twu-seat cuttpé in 1968 at
a time when it seemed set un itttilding a very staid image.

The GT was based rtn the liladett Rallye llrturpan. which
meant frent suspensinn hy a transverse leaf spring and ltt-wer
wishhtmes, witlt a live rear aide sprung cm cuil springs and
lucated by radius arms and a Panhard rnd. A Eitlltltp 1.9-litre
engine gave a tctp speed tif 11_’:implt.f1B5krttlt tti-Ettintph in
1.3 secrandsi. A ¿¿lthp 1.1—litre versitin was alsrt prnduced-
a sheep in st.-'e-ifs clntlting. The-se whu ltave driven the Opel
GT are full rtf praise fr:-r its cltaracter httt it was ntade ttnly
fnr thtise whrt drive un the wrung side rtf the re.-ad.

The GT sttld strttngly'-—1U5,jl?5 were ntade in its sitttrt
prc:-ductirtn life frum 1968 tu 1F)?5—~ltut nu replacement was
fe.~rthcr;tming.
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Up-ll tttttltt¿-T with ituocllamps raised

(GB)
Gtne tifthe many designs frum the fertile ntind ttf Laurie Bond,
the Gppemtan minicar appeared in I956. it ltad a fibreglass
body rtn a ¿breglass platfnrm chassis, strut ifs and trailing
amt independent rear suspensinn, and a rear-mnunted 528cc
Escelsier air-cuctled vertical-twin engine. It was tuu cmde tn
sell in any numhers and pnssihly unly ahcatt 2011 had been
made tsame as kits ,1 by the time prttductittn ended in 1959.

OSCA
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Dppannan Stirling

Befrtre the crmtpany fnlded, ltr:avever, it intrrtduced the
‘Stirling which was a pretty 2+2 crtupe with hydraulic hrakes
artd the engine enlarged trt -‘iltlcc ta Steyr-F"ttt'lt Ti-iJOt‘t‘ unit
was alsu tried 1. Trip speed was claimed trt he Tttrttpltti llkmh
but it crtst as muclt as a Mini when that appeared in 1‘-.Fr*:l'
and few were srtld.

OR (I)
A shurt-lived revival til???»-Ttil rtf the rttid-engineti Siata
spring spnns car. witlt seat 850 tnee Fiat ssrtt ctttttprments
and a h-utiy w lticlt parrtdied the MG TD.

 

In 1958 the three surviving Maserati hrnthers, Emestrt. F.ttr 1Ii‘l.;"
and Bindct, suld their ep-onyntctus cnmpany ttt industrialist
Aclttlfrt Girsi whtt used the firm's racing activities as a flagship
fur his gruup. After the ‘tiltar. the rtwner's sun, Gmer, trtttk rtver
the running cif the crtmpany and was suun pressing Maserati
tu build read cars wlticlt wnuld make meney. A rift develnp-eti
and in 194?, when their ten-year service crtntract was nver,
the hrethers left Maserati tn retum tu Brtlrtgna trt start their
awn cumpany. Gn 1st Decernher, 194? they registered Gfficine
Specialisaate per la Ct‘tstt‘tt;-tit'tne di Autttmrihiie - Fratelli
Maserati 5pA, wlticlt ahhreviated trt GSCA.
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OSCA

The talents rtf the three hrnthers were atlmirahly
cnrttplerttentary: Emestn was tlte tiesigner, Bitttltt the
httsinessntan and Ettrtre supervised the wnrksltnp, and they
were united lty their inve nf racing. Their crmtpany was tiny
tthere were never ntnre titan -tti emplrtyeesi and their nutpttt
was never any rttnre titan jtl cars a year.

Mnst nf Gt1~iCA's prntluctirtn cnnsistetl rtf sntall-engined
spnrts-racing cars, ranging frnnt Tiitlcc tn .?i'.*'i00t't‘, and until
advanced English cltassis frran 1.ntus, Gnnper and Lnla
appeared they were very successful. A 1.5-litre GE-LIA wnn
the 1954 Sebring 1.2 Hnttrs nutright. fnr etrantpie, anti tltere
were nttmernus class wins at 1.e Mans and in the Mille Miglia.
GECA alsn ntade a few single-seater racing cars.

The drtltc 1.5-litre UH-GA engine cattgltt the attentinn nf
the fnmter Ferrari designer Attrelin Lantpredi, wltn was then
at Fiat. anti lte arranged fnr Fiat tn rttake a prntluctinn versinn
nf it. its pnwer was deliherately kept in clteck and. witlt a
single Welter carltttretter, its t-l0hhp was a lnng way shnrt nf
its pntential. It was availaltle frratt late 1950 in the Fiat 1"'i00E
{later in the lfttitliii anti stayeti in prnductinn fnr sis years.

Micltolatti's19attD5CAi5Utteau|:-6
Ina reversal rtftlte pttlicy whiclt letl tltettt tn leave Maserati,

ifrarelii hegan tn httilti GT cars using a tuned liiiit-ltrtt versinn
nf the Firtt-GGCA engine wlticlt gave ltttlltltp. The chassis
was pure Fiat apan frnrtt disc hrakes rtn all fnttr wheels and
an nptinnal sis-speed gearhrnt. Like ntnst Italian specialist
GT cars uf the perinti. these were mnre nr less huilt tn
individual requirements and hudies came frnm Fisscire,
‘Vignale and Zagatrt.

Iagatohotliedtltisl9a1D'SCAl600GT

Ry liltid the hrnthers were in their late sittties nr early
seventies, anti maintaining the cnmpany had always been a
struggle. That year they snld ctut tn 1vl"‘v' Agusta, which
cnntinued tn make the GT cars in small numbers until 190?.
thnugh the last nnes were uffered with Fnrd V4 engines,
wltich was a satl end tn an illustrinus line.

OSPREY (GB)
An early 1915-0s 2+2 kit car styled after the Mercedes-Benz SS
and using Fnrd Cnnina cnmpnnents.

Made by Francis Lnmhardi between 1909 and 19'?1, this
cnupe hegan life as a Fiat prntntype based an the 905cc frnnt
wheel drive Autnbianchi A112. Lnmhardi, hnwever, huilt the
be-dy rtn the flur tr pan rtf the rear-engined Fiat 1:150 and suld
it with the standard engine as the Francis Lnmhartli Grand
Pris H50. Cnmplete cars less engines were seld tn Giannini
whiclt fitted its nwn engines, and dnhc Giannini engines
were snld tti GTA1-I. A versinn witlt the E~'9-='icc Giannini engine
rttarketed as the UTAH Grand Pris, and with the engine
linered dnwn tn 820cc trt bypass U5 emissinn laws it was
snld as the UTAH H2 GP, Aharth alsn ntade a versinn. the
ficnrpiune, wltich used a ntndified 1.5-litre Fiat 124 engine.

C Fl‘ (GB)
A late 1980s evncatinn cif the 55100, the Steadman T5100
used _laguar Hj¿ running gear and was suld as a high quality
tum key car with a hand-huilt aluminium hndy. Like many
nther makers nf sirttilar cars, Gttercraft ntade suhtle changes
tn the nriginal prnpc.-rtictns tn accnmmct-date the snurce-car‘s
wider track and smaller, wider wheels. By careful attentinn
tn detail (such as the ttse nf apprupriately large headlights)
the Steadman T5100 was much metre successful than mnst.



PANHARD

PACE [GB]
In liliitt li'et'i‘t1r111:tt1t."e Attt-:n11t1hi|e t§.t1t11;trtt1.*tit1r1 Et'|git'|eer:1
|1rt1tit|eetl tl1e 'Qtt;tt;iri§_t;t‘. at i'i|1re§;-',|;t:~;:1 t:t1p1.-' t1f the Ferrttri 52%-1
tin uittpe tir 'I";t1"‘t_1,;t-trip I“-:1rtt1t 11-"ith L:.n1t:i;1 Iietu running gent‘.
in 1'1II’~jitl the etttttpttnt-' ttl:1t1 ttit.1|< lIJ‘1"'ti'I‘ prtitittetitin t:-i' the
Mttel.-1trt1n1 r-apttrtrs ettr t't|1"i.
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P CIFIC CO Cll O S [USA]
In 19%-it] liiteifi-.2 :.1nnnttneed Ll Iintited editinn nf IUO units erf it
‘nn:~;t;tIgi;1' etitine 1.1-'l1it"l1 ttseti Li tttrI1t"1t:l1;1r§.{eti 5.8-litre Bttiek
*1-T1 engine.

PACIFIC MOTOR SPORTS {USA}
Thi:-1 111111 nne til“ the t1lLlI¿[H 1.1'hit:h itppettretl in Attteriezt in
the latte 19805 tn turn Pnntitte Fit:t‘t).‘~i intn pill"t}t.|it_".‘-i tif Itniiitn
ettn-1. [tn ‘Fiern Argenttf might httt-'e heen tni:-ttttl-ter! fttr at
:1ht't1nl<en Ferrttri Tt:5tttI‘t;t!~T-:-itl—tl[ tt tli:-ttttnee. in ]tt:n1'"_1-' ftig.

gmucnlt tee;
.1-‘1t"| eztrly l‘_~1H['i:1 lihregltt:-1:1; 1:1-‘ttetttitin tif the Lttnthtirghini
Cnttntzteit hilt-itjil UÀ the '1-""111? Beetle Àtinr pan-

PANIIIARD (F)
just Llbi it in u:-tefttl tn ineltttie ttn entt-1.-'t1n ‘¿e-li<:1'1r1.-'ttgen heentt:-te
:1-:1 n1ttn1.' ettrr-1 h;t1'e heen h;t5ti'11i tin its eh;1n.-1i:1. :-:t11 it in tt.:-tefttl
[U Ii:-at Pnnltttrti. 1.1-'ht1:-1e prtidttetn fnnttetl the h;t:1i:1 tti‘ tt fttirly

Ittrge nttrnher nf |n:.tinI1' F1'et1th :-1pet.‘i:.t]iHt L'2.I.l' 111;tker:~1. A.-1 in the
t‘1tr1e Hf‘ ‘1-"1"i-'1 |tt11'1‘e.'-.'et‘. F-';tt1|1;|r~:.i‘:1 n11.'n nptinittg tii'i't=ringn en: 1t|l1J
he t";t||e~ti :~1pt1t't.~=. ettrs t1nl1.-' I11.-' tt Iting Hit‘-t:IL‘i"t tif the itnttgintttitnt.

F-::-tn1t;ie1.| in it-i'lJl £1!-1 Pnititttrti et Lent:-::1t1r. ztnti tleri1'1_~t.i
iqrtntt ttn e1.-'en tiltlet etttttpttng.-3 lhtttltttrtl tn:.1t.|e Hen}! tlenignn
untier lieenee ztnti het‘ttt‘nt: nne tif tlte tttu.-;t s1t|1:ee:~:.1;i't1| -:1i'the
pit;-neer ttt:tnt|i'ttt"tt|ren-1. HL‘['1‘1.'L"L‘["l tlte 11'tt1'.*-1 it ntttg¿tttetl httt
it:-1 ll-zirtune:-1 re1.'i1'-eti in l'¥)~1t'1 1.1.'ith the [11,-‘nit It-ltlltltiltt. Thi:-1
t|eri1-'eti fnntn Ll¿ it-:i1';tt1t'1eti "]1et1]1]e‘.-1 eztri tiesignetl I1}-'
FI‘1lI'1L‘lIlIit-HI" Gregtiire ttntl re-engineered I11.-' Pttnltttrti. ti-regtiire
.~1tte1'.l the t"t1tt1t11:tn1.-' hut re¢;ei1-'et| ntl-thing [LT't}l'l'l the t.‘t1ttrt:-1.
11-‘hitch 1.1.';t:1 I't}Llj.{|‘1 itt:-tti1.‘e heetttt:-ae Pttnltttrti 111:5 tnni-:ir|g wltttt
1:1.';t:~: reet:-gni.11;tl1ly his enneept.

T1-"ittt_"h use 1.1'n.11 tttntle tti‘ ttltttttinittttt ttnti the ttir-etittle-Ll Hitl-
t11.'in filth:-.-;' engine 1.1.':.t:1 rnt1ttnte<.l tthetttgi tif the frtint ttatle line.
it tirt11'e the frttnt 11'hee|:~; 1-‘in at l't?1Ltr-:1['Jeet.l t:rtt:~;h genrl11t11t.
intiepentient frnnt :1tt.~1f1en:~tit'1t1 11-'11:»: I11; dnuhle trttnsn-'err=,e lenf
sittings. the 'tie;td' reztr ;t:1tle 11.11:-; spning UT! ttirsitin hnrs. the
hrttke:-1 were I11.-'t| rttulit; ttnti et1n.11tntt'tit1n 11.-"1111 ttnit:J.r1;_ 111.-'ith ttn
ttltnniniutn |1t1ti1-'. Hinee ¿t] tntteh ttluntinittnt 11-11.1 u:-tetl the
ettr 1111:»; ligltt. perftirtttttnee 11.'t1.1 nu r;"1ri:~;in,1'="-111,.-' .-1}".1rit1:|1,* fnr I"-iLlL"]'l
L1 nntttli engine. ttnti rnntl lttiltling 1.1:;t:1 erteellent; the ;.',ettrhtnt,
ht111:e1:er, 11:11:-1 htJI'l"i£_|, the ettr 1:1-':.t:-1 |‘"it}iH}". ttnti the ttntt.-ntttl
1.-"ttl1'e springing (I11; ttirsitin hnre} led tti .1=.e1-‘en: relitthilitg.-'
['JI‘[]h|'L‘I'|'l5-i in the ettrhi dttyn.

liq: 1"~J“':1tIt engine -::;t|?-:.tt"it}.-' lttttl heen inerettned tn ?~"i=it;1: unti
the i't1]|n11-'i11g 1.-*e;tr :11,-=nr_'ltrt11t1e:~1l1 1111.-1 fitteti tn the tnp t11:n
gen r11. In 19:12 Pztnltnrtl ttlTerL'tl the ‘_Iut1itn"t at [11-'t1 sent t'tJ+t11Lhi[1:|‘.
B}-* thttt tirne. ¿rttt:-1 :1ueh HH UH were ttirenths tttttking 1-tfmrt:-1,
nnd rtteing. t';1r:1 h;t:1etI nn Pttnltztrd etnt1punent:1. l9=1="i :-1:111,-' ll
new htrdf,-':-1t‘;.*]e ttntl at i"i-¿nzt" 1'er:~1it.1n tif the engine ;t.*1 stnntlttrtj.
in 195% Citrtien httttght ii F1 percent stuke in the t‘t1tttpttn*y,
whiclt In: then 1.1-'11.-1 ntztl-ting nhtiut lii_fJ-{JO earn it 1-'ettr. l‘:J‘5H
F-1111-' 11 :-;teeI ht:-:_I}' ttnti tn-‘er the He:-tt few ‘;,-'t.i'tl.]‘?'-I engine tiutput
11:11:-1 prt1gre5ni1’el}' inere;1.~1e1;l_ tu 11:1 tttueh 11!-1 hiihhp in the ‘Tig1'e'
1-ttrinnt tif 1‘}(11. The t.‘t.‘ttTi]"1tlÀ}-' 1.1'tt:~1 t"t'1tttpleteI}; tthmztrhed I11,-1
tliitrniin in 1F)t'1*'i nnd t"11't1 1-'e;tr.11 litter prndttetinn eetetedt Hinee
P:-.tnltttrti:-1 were e:1:]3~en:-1i1-'e;1nti_ I1}-' the 1‘~)¿(l.-1. l't..‘]i.l!'.i"1»'*l1:|‘_f€II.'t'l.l-tlitf,
the renl 1"-1'nntler in than the ntnrqtte lunte-.11 H-ll} lnng.

|JllÀi'l11l"{_l—hii5ULl e:.tr:1 enitn.-'e1;i at htir degree tti‘ [_‘{1I['l'l]'J-l.3'liIiIIJI-I"!
stteee:-ea ttnd 11't1n the ?‘i[lee t‘l:;t5.1i nt Le MilÀ¿ nu i‘e11»'e:|' than
.-:e1-"en tinten het1;1.'een 1955 atntl 1962.

Dyna Junior, I 952-55. Pro-ch approx 2000. A 11.1.-11 1-
t-sent L113:-en I-i]")(JI'[5 1;nr 1.1:hieh used tt Hitihhp t:i1"if?-ct" engine tit titjlhitp
nupereltitrgtnl Vl.?I'3'iit}Tl 1111:-1 ttpti-nnttl_i in :-1 he-:1: :-teetinn t;htt:1.11i:1
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Panhard Dyna Junior, W54



_ PEERLESS

enmpnnents 11nd tnppetl it witlt 1tn ultttniniunt nn 11sl1 I111-1.13.-*.
The h1tse engine w11s 11111111}-'s the side 1-'11l11'e 11?2ee Fnrd ttnit
(50 p-11111.-'er-p111.'l-cetl hnrses until 1*J"1?1 when nutput w11s
ir|tTre11ser.l tn }(1l":-hp} nnd tt three-speed gettrh-1111, hut 11 Àt1nr
ge11r el111nge w11s st11n1;l11rd. t'inn1e e11rs 11111.1 !~il1nrrnek nr Wade
supereh11rgers. in 19"i1'i the 1.5-litre nlw Fnrtl Cnnsul unit w11s
11n nptinn. 11nti this shnul1l h1t1-'e 1n11de the P1tr111nnunt :1 ntnre
1.-'i11hie prnpnsitinn with ?511tpl11»’il?k111i1 tnp speetl. hut I11;
then Fnrtl w11s n111rketing its nwn ennvertihles. The P11r111nnunt
with Cnnsul engine enst .£-1U{lEJ—t he Cnnsul 1;-1 nwertihle enst
1-£-Bill-l 11n1l nttt-perfrinned the P11r111nnunt in ever}-' irnpe-rt11nt
1tre11: tnp speeel, e-e11nt11111.-'. 11ntl 11eeeler11tinn. It w11s 1tlsn 11
n1ntlen'1 design 11 g11inst the P11r11n1nunt's 191it]s styling.

P S CARS [GB]
Tl1is enn1p11n}-' resurrected the Merlin kit e11r in l9irl(1 {see
Merlin 111111‘ Tl1r1r11t1ghhretli.

P RRADINE [F]
After Delt1t§1'n (qt-'1 lt11~1l i'1tile11l witlt the 'F'r11tetts‘ spnrts e11r. it
t11n11e1l tn M11gny-C11t1rs in Fr11nee 11n1l hee11rne the P11rr11dine
Mntnr C1:1111p11nj¢'. There it n11ttle the ‘Peg11sus‘_ 11nnther e11r
hssed nn the ninning gesr 11f the j1tgu11r ?{_](5e"12 hut with 11
l1t11;i1,1 st},-'le1_l I1},-' Rieh11r-11 (likes, whn w11s respnnsihle inr the
N111-'11 11nd Mir.!11s. The twn-se1tt enn11ertihle l1111;11,1 w11s 1n111le
frnnt 11 ntistu re nf entnpnsite rn11teri11ls 11ntl inrntecl p11rt nf the
e11r's senti-11111n11e11-qtte ennstruetinn. The enn1p11n}-' em-
phssised the lLl}tL1l"'jr' nf its tritn t11s well it inight witlt 11 priee
tug 11i"1_11rer 1180.000} 1tnr.l witlt 11 tuneti j6t'Jl1l1p versinn nf the
‘5.5-litre _I11gu11r V12 engine, 11 tnp spee-11 11f 1t5{i1npl'u’25?kmh
w11s elsinied. with the U-fitlntpli sprint in 4.5 seennds.

PAS'I'lCl'IE CARS [GB]
A enn1p11ny fnrnted it the l11te l9H[ls wl1iel1 tnnk n11er
prnduetinn 11f snme nf the hetter kit e11r prnieets ineluding
HG 11nt.l Mi1l11s itp-'l.

PBB [GB]
B11sie11ll1,-', this prnieet required 11 eustnnier tn I111}-' 11 Lntus
Esprit 11nd t11ke it tn PBB Design in Bristnl. They eut nff the
tnp. stiffened the rern11ins, 11nd hnnded h11ek 11 r1tg tnp Lntus
eslled the St Trnpez.

PEEI. [GB]
At the tirne nf writing Peel ren111ins the 11nl11 e11r rn11ker the isle
nf Mun h11s hred, wl1iel1 is 11 enn1*ers11tinn stnpper if ever there
w11s nne. After rnuking r11ther uninspired fihreglass shells, in
19512 it rnude 11 ‘5Ue1: n.1n11h0ut {"11 eh11ir in 11 h-n:-1 nn three
wheels'l whieh has 11 strnng el11in1 tn heing the srnsllest e11r
e1.-Fer rnude. In 1965 Peel e11rne up witlt the Mini-h11sed Viking.

A ne11t little 2+2 enupe, the Viking h11d 11 fibreglass bndy
with 11n intern11l steel struetu re tn whieh Mini suhirsmes were
11tt11ehecl. Beynnd th11t. sinee the eustnnter previded the

engine.--"'gL'1trl111s unit, the i*in11l speeit'ie11tinn 1.'11ried1 Origin11lly
it w11s e11lletl the Peel Triitlent Mini, hut 11i'ter twn e11rs h111l
heen enntpleted Hill I.1tst's Viking Perfnrn111nee {In heenrne
the tn11inl11nd 11gent 11nd the n11rne w11s ehztnged tn the Viking
Minisptirt. S1_111n 11Fterw11r1.ls Lust tnnk n1.-'er the 'I"Vi~?. Trirlent
11ntl put th11t intn prnduetinn tsee Trident} sn the Minispnrt
tnnk 11 h11ek se11t. Clnl}-' 11hnt1t 2U were n11u1le hefnre prnduetinn
ee11se-11 in 1915?.

- 4-:-.-!-'.'.- -7
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P111 Viking

PEERLESS [GB]
Bernie Rndger w11s 11 r11eing nteeh11nie 11ssnei11ted witlt 11
nunther nf prnjeets in the l9’5Us, nnne nil whieh 1t1nnunte1i
tn n1 ueh. hut he w11s nne 11f the few indi1-'idu11ls nnt ennneeted
tn 11 rnntnr tn11nui'11eturer whn h11c.I e1~1p-erienee ni huiiding
sp-see fr111nes. Cnnsequently he w11s 11pprn11eher.l hy twn es-
r11eers, jnhn Gnrd-nn t’ l11ter nfthe Gnrdnn-I-{eehlel 11nd_I11|nes
Byrnesi tn huild 11n 11ffnrd11hle 2+2 GT e11r1 The prntntype
e11l|ed the "*JIl*'111wiek‘, w11s 11 pretty lt11li11n11te e11r hut was
ennsidered tnn er11n1ped. The produetinn e11r w11s n11n1ed the
‘Peerless’ 11fter jnhn Gnrdnn's husiness. Peerless Mntnrs.

OT, I 951-OO-1 Prod: 325. A sp11ee fr111ne witlt t'.lt:‘ Dinn
re11r 11:11le suspended nn senti-elliptie le11f springs, prneen sntl
pnwerful TR5 running gesr, ineluding frnnt suspensinn 11n1:l
frnnt clise hr11kes—the n111ke up nf the Peerless w11s eseellent.
It w11s 11lsn re11snn11hiy prieed t1£-1500 in Brit11in_l11n-1i h11d rnnnt
fnr 11 funtily 11nd its luggsge. Tnp speed w11s nver

—

.1-

I"
.1‘

P11erlcnsG1'_. ‘I95?



PEERLESS

Iltl1npl1..-"'1?‘?-ktttlt. and ti-tiilmph enuld ht: etrvered in 9.8
seenntls, 1.1.-'hi1'h were verv respeetahle ¿gures at the titne.
One ran at Le Mans in l‘F+i~i. the nnlv fnur-seater in the raee.
and finished l¿th nver11ll. Puhlie reaetinn was favnurabie,
11nd sales nf 2-Fi¿tlil 11 3-‘ear seemed i‘easihle_ hut the 1'1 anpa njv
was tinder-finaneed 11nd it was all 111-'eri11,,' l9'¿+D. After Peerless
fnlded. liernie Rndger n1ndil'ied the design and revived it as
the *‘1Zv'11r1.1'i1*k‘ tqvi. whieh w11s a sltnrt-lived venture. _|nhn
G11rd11n left Peerless tn stan Gnrdnn-i1'.eehle. and the frame
nf tl111t ear lnnked suspieinusl1,' like that eif the Peerless...

PG O[E]
in the earlv 1950s Spain was n.1led ivy a dietatnr. ltad a tinv
mntnr vehiele industrv and was desperately pnnr. ‘Wilfredt1
Hieart. ltnwever. was w111"1ed haek tn his hnmeland frnm Alfa
Rnrnen tn ere11te ‘jewels fnr the rieh' heeause General Fr11nen
wished tn ennvey the itnpressinn tn the wnrid that Spain was
mnre adva need than it was. Ha r1llj-,-' anv twn Pegasn ears were
alike. they were very enmplie11ted. huild qualitv w11s pnnr
{althnugh they were lareatlttakingljv eitpensive}. and the}-'
perfnmted pn-nrly nn the few n-1:e11sinns the}-' 11ppe11re1i in
enmpetitinn.

IIO2/‘I O3, ‘I 95 ‘I -55/I 955-58. Prod: appi-1:111
125. A ['l'I'lI}l"Jll.’À1 witlt all l~'-‘egasns w11s th11t I-tie11rt‘s raeing
haekgrnund was tnn apparent. The Z102 engines were all
dnhe ‘v'l'-ls 11f1-'ar;.ring eapaeity 12.5. 2.11 11nd 5.3 litres) hut with
ehain driven eamshaits they were ineredil1lv rinisv. A
superehargecl versinn 111' the 2.ti~litre engine was el11in1ed tn
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Touring bodied the I.B—lilru ztuaus {$uper::|1:|rgod] Thrill (H11 and
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give 2H"5l1l1p. hut whatever engine the huyer ehnse, it drnve
tl1rnugl1 11 ¿ve-speed en-:1sh gearh-1111. Z1115 mndels. introduced
in 1955. had new VB engines nf 5.9 and 4.5 litres. hut with a
single camshaft in the vee. Hv all aeenunts the Pegasn ehassis
w11s a delight. with tnrsinn har and dnuhle wishhnne frnnt
suspensinn and 11 de Dinn rear. Hewever, ¿nish was pnnr and
Pegasns had nn pedigree if the parent enmpanv huilt tnaeks)
and were nnt ahle tn gain nne thrnugh any intrinsie eaeellenee
nr enrrtpetitinn sut;1.'ess.

in l‘lJ'i}fJ Pegasn annnuneed its intentinn tn make a new
h11tt:h 11f ears.

PELLAND [GB]
Peter Pellandine. fnunder nf Falcnn Shells and maker nf the
Australian Pell11n-zlini. httilt 11 enupe with a steam engine in
the ntid-l9?Ds, sinee he entertained hnpes nf breaking
recnrds fnr steam ears. In the late 19BUs he put it intn
prnduetinn as a cnnventinnal mid-engined sports en-ape. It
had a fibreglass hndy/’m11nt1e11que and was snureed frnm
varinus Alfa Rnmens whieh used the ‘heater’ engine nriginally
designed fnr the Alfasud, althnugh snme Triumph GT6
enmpnnents were used. With a 1.?—litre engine, a tnp speed
nf ljÀmphfliÀkmh was elaimed. Late in 1990 Pellandine
fnund hacking fnr his steam pnwer venture and the Pelland
prnieet was 11ffered fnr sale.

PELLANDINI [AUS]
After emigrating tn Australia, Peter Pellandine isee previnus
1‘-ft'l[I"_l’.l hegan making spnrts ears again and in 1973
annnuneed a gull wing enupé hased nn either Mini nr BMC
1101] meehanieals. It was remarkahle bnth fnr its beauty and
fnr the faet it remains the nnly ear tn have heen made in
Australia with a fihreglass mnnnen-que. The frnnt suspensinn
used Mini uprights but was ntherwise a enil spring and
wishhnne system unique tn this ear, and the independent
rear laynut was alsn hv eniis and wishhnnes. After seven
enup-E:-s had heen made, a rnadster versinn was nffered in
19?4. hut this remained a une-nil‘.

Fnr reasnns which remain a mystery. the puhlie did nnt
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want the car. hut in any case Pellandine snnn received a
grant frnm the Snuth Australian gnvernment tn develnp 11
steam pnwered car. The car he created tn test his engines in
was 11 tnpless twn seater. alsn witlt 11 fihreglass mnnncnque
hut this time using ‘WW’ Beetle suspensinn. In parallel with
the steam car, Pellandine11lsn made a cnuple nf‘v"1lZ~’-pnwtered
versinns and these had the engines reversed sn they were
111111‘-ertgirreri.

After the initial panic nf the energy crisis ealnted dnwn.
the Stiult A1tstr11li11n gtivernntent withdrew its suppnrt nf the
steam prnject and Pellandine had great difficulty registering
his ‘W133’ versinn. He retttrned tn England in 19??! and hrnught
hnth prniects with him. The ‘Remhrandt' kit car made in Britain
in the early lE1'i'l0s w11s the ‘11'"1l'1l-’-p1111-'ered ear (see Ryderi and
the 'Pelland' tqvi hecame the hasis fnr the steam car prnject.

P REORI E [GB]
A peregrine is 11 rare hreed nf fa lcnn. 11nd this 1961 car was
huilt in the premises nf Peter Pell11ndine's Falcnn Shells. It
was hased nn the space frame nriginally designed hy Len
Terry fnr his Terrier Ivlk 2‘. Cluhman's car. That was pri 1-duced
hy an nutfit which had taken nver the design and it had
ttndergnne mndificatinns which adversely affected its rnad
hnlding. The Peregrine used 11 Falcnn hndy shell, in npen nr
hard tnp fnnns. and Fnrd Anglia ninning gear. The larger
hndy. increased weight and impaired handling did nnthing
tn further the splendid reputatinn nf the Terrier. ‘very few
were made dttring the car‘s nne prnductinn year. 1901.

P" E 'I'I'I [AUS]
Built hy the Revnlutinn Fihreglass Pty Ltd nf lvielhnurne in
1985. the 2+.’-'1' Perentti cnupe w11s first snld as a kit car h11t
laterw11s11vailahle fully assenthled. It w11s hased nn a Hnlden
van chassis. and used Hnlden cnmpnnents and ntnning gear,
with a chnice nf str11ight~si"s nr ‘v'8 engines. The Perentti‘s
styling shnwed the inÀuence nf the Chevrnlet Cnrvette
Fitingray and the fihreglass hody w11s reinfnrcecl hy steel safety
hars 11nd 11 T-har rnnf. The cnmpany alsn marketed a shell
in cnnvert 11 ‘v"\Ji=’ Beetle intn 11 ‘Ferrari Dinn".

PERRY AUTO 01-111: [es]
In 1982 Perry hegan tn m11ke the 'l1I11m1a'. a fihreglass cnpy
nf the Ferrari Dinn which had heen created hy Custnm
Classics nf C11lifnrnia and. like sn many American kit cars,
was designed 11rn11nd the "v’"W Beetle flnnrpan. In 1985 the
Iiiritish prniect was taken nver hy Richard ‘lJv't1t1ley"s RW I-{it
Cars Ltd tqvl. which cnntinued tn supply the Eleetle-hased
car hut 11lsn nffered 11 Fnrd-snurced versitin. Fnr a shnrt time
there was a frnnt-engined variant hut this was a failure. largely
due tn the fact that the engine had tn he set tnn far hack tn
fit under the slnping hnnnet. The Fnrd versinn nf the Hanna
tnnk fnur- nr sh-1-cylinder engines. usually in cnnjunctinn
witlt a ltenault nr 1'.Iitr1'11'_'-n transaale. and used 11 miature nf
Granada and Cnrtina cnmpnnents. R‘1li»"s develnptnent wnrk
alsn saw the prn1'isinn nf twn cramped rear seats. The car
1:-vas e;'-tpnrted tn 11 numher nf cnuntries.

Pl-I C-__EI\ll§

PHILLIPS [USA]
A tum key 'nnstalgia* car styled after the Mercedes-Eena
5510K, the Phillips ‘I3erlina' was basically a Chevrnlet Cnrvette
chassis surntnunted hy a fihreglass hndy. In IEIT9 a ‘limited
editinn‘ nf 500 cars was nffered.
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PHOENIX [D]
A late 1980s maker nf a Cnhra cnpy.

OE I I [ET]
The nnly racing car tn wear 1-"inlet. which is Egypt's nfficial
racing cnlnur, the Phnenia spnns racer was actually the
hrainchild nf British husinessman I-‘taymnnd Flnwers, whnse
husiness interests in Egypt were threatened hy pnlitical
mnvements in the early 1950s. In 1956 a sports-racer
appeared at the Reims 12 Hnurs race hut did nnt start due,
it was said. tn sahntage. I-iince feelings ahnut the Suea Canal
were nmning high at the time. this may have heen true.

The spnrts-racer used 11 Triumph engine in a Lister chassis
hut in I955 Phnenis: marketed the ‘Flamehird‘, a twn-seat
cnupe hased nn Fiat 1100 cnntpnnents. Abnut 50 had been
snld when Flnwers had tn quit Egypt in 1956. sn that prnject
died. Flnwers hrnught his idea fnr a Phneni:-1 minicar hack
tn Britain and this appeared as the ‘Frisky’.

The Phoenix spurts r1:-1:11.-r, I956

PHOENIX [USA] .11-11 FITCH



PIKE ALJITOMOTIVE

PI E AUTO OT E [GB]
A l‘1)Hn kit car maker nf the 'lnvader'. a Mnrgan-like twn-
seater which used Fnrd Cnrtina and Sierra cnmpnnents. The
'Predatnr' was similar in style hut was snurced frnm the Fnrd
Granada and had the 2.8-litre V6 engine. A wide range nf
kits was nffered. up tn turn key cars, and the level nf trim
was high, hut the cnmpany stain fnlded.

[GB]
A kit car maker fnunded in the mid—l9S0s, Pilgrim was
respnnsihle fnr the 'Bulldng', snurced frnm the Mtirris Marina
and with a rather unfnrtunate ‘traditinnal sports car‘ ¿breglass
h-ndy. The ‘Hawthnrn' nf 1987 was a 1950s style sports car
with elements nf the Austin-Healey 10-0 and AC. Ace, and
was alsn lvlarina-hased. The 'Sumn' was a Cnhra cnpy using
Fnrd engines frnm 1jl00cc tn F1 litres. Pilgrim was still active
in 1990, hy which time it was making a fnur-seat ‘traditinnal
spnns car‘ snurced frnm the Fnrd Cnrtina, called the Pilgrim
‘Family Tnurer‘.

Pilgrim Bulldog [above] and Fwnily 'I'uu1'111r [below]

PI R [GB]
In the mid~l960s Piper was in the husiness nf making small
numhers nf fnrmula and spnrts-racing cars which were
designed by Tnny Hilder. Genrge Henrntte, a fnrmer racing
driver, cnmmissinned Hilder tn design a GT car, and this
caused quite a stir when it was unveiled at the 196? Racing
Car Shnw in Lnndnn. Tnny I-Iilder‘s stunning body design
was mnulded nn tn a tuhular hackhnne chassis with Triumph
Herald frnnt suspensinn and a live Fnrd rear aale. A separate
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Fipur 11-rt. 111111
firm, under Brian Sherwnnd, tnnk charge tif prnductinn the
Fnllnwing year and the car was gradually develnped, hut it
was still essentially an unrefined kit car. At ¿rst it was
intended tn take Fnrd. Hillman Imp nr BMC Series ‘Al engines,
hut after Sherwnnd tnnk nver prnductinn mnst cars had the
ltTl0cc Fnrd unit. It was always nffered cnmplete hut mnst
early buyers hnught the GTT as a kit.

Brian Sherwnnd died in 19'?0 and the cnmpany went intn
liquidatinn the fnllnwing year. It was revived in the same
year, hnwever, and an imprnved versinn, the P2, was nffered.
It had a lnnger and mnre rigid chassis with the spring rates
snftened tn imprnve the ride. Snnn pop-up lights, tinted glass
and sun rnnfs were nffered and the car heeame quite
lusturinus. Eventually mnst were snld as cnmplete cars, with
quite a high price tag, but Piper was nne nf the marques
which fell fnul nf VAT in 197"Ei and the ecnnnmic uncertainty
which fnllnwed the 19?4 nil crisis. Prnductinn ceased early
in l9'F5 after ahnut 150 cars had been made, hut the parent
Piper cnmpany still ilnurishes and is well~knnwn fnr its
special camshafts and nther tuning equipment.

TI R [USA]
A 1954 attempt tn huild an ecnnnmy spnns car in npen
(‘Henge’) nr cnupe t‘lvlarquis‘l fnrm using Renault ACV
cnmpnnents. A ¿breglass hndy was usual, althnugh the
Marquis‘ cnuld he had with an aluminium hndy.

OY [USA]

Annther unsuccessful attempt tn launch a new marque in
America just after the w'ar~—9? Playboy three-seater
cnnvertihles were made, 1946-51 and the cnmpany*s first



name. Midget lvlntnrs. puts the car in p1:rspecti1.-"e. Pt-"Inst had
a ¢i0l1-ltp ft111r-cylin1.ler tlnntinental Hercules~derive1.l IF-litre
engine. but snme late c11rs had a ‘1lv'illys 3.2-litre engine. ntted
at Tfllaltp cnntpared with the Cnntinental unit's ~'10hhp. linth
types drnve thrnttglt 11 three-speed manual gearhns.

Playboy Convertible

POD I [F]
A licensed 11111ker. since 191-I5, nf the Sharrn cnpy nfthe lll1'l‘~.‘1I-’
528.

POLI-EO I OLIS RIES [USA]
A Ii)?-l0s maker nfcnpies nf l'¥)50s style cnupes and rn11dsters.

PO TIAC [USA]
Pnntiac was lattnched as a divisinn nfGeneral Mntnrs in l“1lEt'1
11s 11 step up frnn1 the cnrpnratinns pr_1p11lar tlhevrnlet range.
Hy the early 1960s the marques image was fading and
Pnntiacs were regarded 11s stndgy cars. This pnsitinn w11s
rapidly changed, with much nf the credit due tn jnhn 2.
f1el..nrean, whn w11s h-ehind a series nf cars with spnrty style
11nd engine nptinns nffering astnnishing perfnmtance.
l'vlnre-t.1ver. there were nptinnal sttspensinn packages which
set new standards nf rnadhnlding and handling fnr 1nass-
prnduced American salnnns.

When Pnntiac started tn use the ‘GTU design11tinn fnr its
spnrtiest variants it attracted criticism frnm snme spnrts car
af¿cinnadns, hut the respected American magaaine 1Z.'r1r111111'
Dritter. which is nnt nnted fnr chauvinism, leapt tn Pnntiac's
defence: ‘with the additinn nf HASCAR rnad racing
suspensinn. the Pnntiac will take the measure nf any Ferrari
nther than prntntype racing cars...The Fenari cnsts S20,0t'l0.
With every cnncievahle nptinn nn a GTE), it wnuld he difficult
tn spend mnre than 255800.‘

Iiy 19?0 Pnntiac had est11hlished the ‘muscle’ car‘ as 11
feature nf the A111eric11n scene {Mustangs and Camarns were
knnwn as ‘ptiny cars‘). had attracted many imitatnrs, and had
estahlished a distinct line nf style which fnund ready
acceptance nn hnth sides nf the Atlantic. Many wnuld argue
that snme nf these mndels. particularly sn111e nf the TransAn1
line, were really spnrts cars, hut they were raced in salnnn
car classes I very successfully} and 1984 saw Pnntiac's nwn
idea nf a sports car, the Fiern.

The Itali11n name was 11 cltte tn Pnntiac's intentinns httt
the actual design was carried nut by an independent design
studin. Entech nf Detrnit, wltile varinus General Mntnrs
divisinns cnntrihuted cnmpnnents. In hase fnrm there w11s a

' Pnvsc¿

mitl-1n11unte1.l tr11ns1'err~11.' Ellliltp .1.=i-litre fn1.1r-cylintler engine
1vitl1 the nptinn nf 11 ftiur-speed rn11n1.1al gearh-11s nr 11 tl1ree—
speed 1111tnntatic tntnstnissinn. 11nd this was gnnd ft 1r ltF1n1pl1.="'
'lTtlkntl1 t'tl-fttltnplt in Hi secnnds}. Frnnt suspensinn w11s Ivy
Chevrnlet cnil springs and dntthle wishhnnes, while the
in1.lepen1.le11t re11r l11yn1.1t w11s hy cnil springs. t11h11p1'n11n struts.
lnwer wishhnnes and tie rnds.

A-"ltist un11s1111lly fnr 11 1n11ss-prnduced car the Fiern w11s
hased nn a space frame, sn the hntly, which w11s nf Entlur11fle:-1
plastic, nnt ¿hregl11ss, w11s unstresse1.l. This led tn 11 n1nt1l1er
nfcn111p11nies making Ferrari lnnkalike hn-dies fnr the Fiern
hut tltere was nnthing wrnng with the car's nriginal styling.
lntr-ndttcetl in I085 11s a twn-seat nntclt-h11ck cnupé it wnn
praise fnr the nverall p11ck11ge, l111t reservatinns were made
11hn11t nnise levels, the fnur—spe.ed tr11ns1nissinn 11nd the car's
t1lti1n11te handling. Pnnti11c respnnded tn all tltese criticisms
11nd st 11 1n nffered 11 l~"10hhp ‘v't'1 engine nf .7‘.H5T='1'1‘1vhi1*l1 hn-nsted
tnp speed tn l.3t.l111pl1.---' l‘~):il~t111l1 10-1’1tln1pl1 in T-’.‘.»-‘ secnnds).

In I01-l-'1 the Fiern 1.v11s chnsen tn he the pace car 111 the
lndi11n11pnlis S00, 1vl1ich is 11 n accnl111le. This c11rha1.l 11 revised
nnse tre11tn1ent and Pnntiac huilt t’1tH.'itl ‘Pace Car" replicas in
liJi'l=t. making the nnse standard fnr llll-l"i. In late I91-Pi came
a l11tn1.ls1n‘ne f11sth1t1.'l-1 l1c.-dy. the t'..iT1 111i1l-101% s11w 11 five-
speed t¿etntgl gearlitis; pn1.vcr drnpped tn lj¿liltp fnr the
19H? tntidel year 11s a result nf tighter emissinn cnntrnls; the
sttspensinn w11s revised fnr the l‘lJHH11111tl1*lyc=11r, the mndel's
final year nf prntluctinn. Althnugh the Fiern w11s steadily
imprnved. 11nd hecame prettier. sales went dnwn 11nd nnly
l0,S"~)t1 eitatnples were snld in l‘l.J'l-i‘? cnntparetl tn f1'F,(¿'1 in
191-iii. In time it will l'11.1c11me regarded as 11 classic car.

'_'-"-'lhI||l-..

I937 Pontiac Fiern GT

L°_ -"5-lDl
At the end nf the ':iecnnd Wtirlcl ‘IN-'ar. surviving tttetnhers nf
the design studin fnunded by Dr Ferdinand Pnrsche were
nperating frnm 11 disused tittther mill in Giniind, Austria,
where they m11de 11nd repaired agricultural irnpletttents. and
rennv11ted cars. Iltr Pnrwhe and snme nf his key persnnnel
were invited ivy the French tn 11d1.-'ise 1m the Renault -iEI‘v’.
and then were intprisnned nn tntmped-up 1var crime charges.
His cnlleagues were released hut Pnrsche w11s ransnmed 11nd
the studin paid fnr his release hy undertaking the design nl
an advanced Eli‘ car fnr Cisitalia.

In the meantime. Dr Pnrsche"s snn. Ferry, huilt 11
'v’t1ll1:swagen special {Ferdinand Pnrsclte had designed the
'1.-""‘11ll1’l11.-'hi1'l1 w11s snld tn 11n enthusiast in Switaerland whn
was sn delighted that he arranged fnr a 1'|'|ag1tI1'.lne tn rnad
test it. As a result nf11n enthusiastic review a hatch w11s n111de-
In 19511 the Pnrsche studin returned tn its Stuttgart
headquarters in Eiaenttany. At first c11rs were huilt in a pan
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nfthe Reutter plant and that cempanv rnade the steel hudies
tthe first Si] cars. made in Gmiind. had aluminium panelsi.

ÀneoHhe¿rst5DPorsd'|os,hundniudeiiGnu'irrtl.Auslriu
The cempanv grew and prespered. aided hv an enviahle

recerd in spnrts car racing. altheugh it sheuld he nnted that
the successful sperts racers were mid-engined while the read
cars. hetraving their Beetle heritage. were rear engined.
Pnrsche was alsn aided lay the fact that the cempanv was
ahle te negetiate a revaltv en everv ‘v"'~Iv' Beetle made. and
hy licensing tither manufacturers te use the famnus Pnrsche
svnchremesh sit-'stern which the studin had develnped Fnr the
Cisitalia GP car it had designed at Gnitind.

The feur cvlinder mid—engined spnrts racing cars ef the
late 1950s wen Wtarld Sperts Car Champinnship events en
nccasinn. despite having much smaller engines than their
main rivals. In a time when tnnst sperts car makers (including
Ferrari and Iviaseratii were special huilders er special huilders
at heart. Persches were made hv engineers.

Pnrsche spnrts cars fnr the rnad gained high reputatinns
despite the shnrtcemings inherent in the laveut nt‘ the staple
mndels. The 911 ‘family’ in panicular iust went en and en.
and tewards the end nf the 1980s the tnajer faults had been
irened eut. Either prnhlems were leeming. hewever. and as
the 19%-itis ended Persche sales fell serieuslv in snme impertant
markets. in pan as the cars seemed nver-priced.

As well as making cars under its nwn name. Persche has
a research divisien which acts as a cnnsultant te the meter
industrv in general. and it was this divisien which undennnk
the TAG Fennula 1 engine fer McLaren. The Liesch engine
management svstem was central tn its success. hnwever. which
e1-tplains why. fer the first time in its histery. Persche was ahle
te cetnpete at the cutting edge taf mntnr racing fer it has
ntherwise failed in its attempts tn cnnquer Grand Pris: and
Indycar racing. The V12 Fnrmula 1 engine which was supplied
tn the Fe-etwerl-t team fnim the heginning ef 1991 was greeted
with derisinn by nther engine designers hecause it seemed te
have nn centact with the realities cif Fennula 1. and certainly
did net impress in its ¿rst race meeting appearances.

As the cempanv grew under Ferrv Persche. sens and
nephews ef his senier celleagues were appeinted te impertant
pnsitinns in the cnmpany. There is ne suggestinn that this was
en greunds ether than merit but the cempany hecame sensitive
tn this and reasnned that if it was perceived tn he a hethed
ef nepetism then it weuld net attract the right sert ef hright

 

veung engineers Frnm eutside. The ruling dvnast}; deliherately
fragniented and snme members fnnned Pnrsche Design. an
entirely separate nperatinn which rnal-ies prrw-duets such as
sunglasses and spnrtswear and was nne cif the pieneers ef the
designer lahel.

35‘, 19‘-9-55-l Precl: 7627. This was a light and
aeredvnamic Beetle special and earlv cars had the Beetles
air-cnnled llfilcc Àat-feur tuned te give eÀhhp as eppesed
te 2Sli-lip. It was nnt a read hurner hut altheugh tep speed
was nnlv H=imph.r"l5ti-kmh. it had eutstanding read helding
Fer its dav. it was a rear-engined car {the gearhe:-t was in
frent ef the rear wheels. the engine hehind them) and a steel
platfemt chassis. Tnrsinn har springs were used. with trailing
links at the frnnt and swing aaies at the rear. and hrakes
were cahle nperated until 19-S1.

The engine was seen reduced tn lÀti¿cc. se it ceuld qualify
fer the ‘iliiticc class. and in 1951 Pnrsche wen the class en
its first appearance at Le Mans. Alsn in 1951. a cahrielet
versien elTered and the fellewing year saw the nriginal
split screen replaced hv a ene-piece screen.

Cnnstant develnpment saw the engine grew tn 12S'Fcc.
l290cc tin 1954}. and eventually twe 14SScc versiens were
effered: the '5‘."ih-lip ISUO and the ?l.']l:il1p 15-OI] Super. A hatch
ef 20 lightweight readsters went te America and estahlished
P'er.sche‘s name in cempetitien. and these led te the
"Speedster" mndel with a lewer windscreen and a hasic
cecl-tpit. stripped fnr speed.

._?i 5:;

A line-up oi 356: in 1952

356$ ‘I 955-59. Prod: 20,626. The main changes en
the secnnd versien ef the 556. the medel which really
estahlished the marque. were sn¿er suspensien. a steering
damper. a new dashheard. and smaller wheels tredueed frem
l¿in te 15in]. A hardtep ceupe versien was added te the
range. The 129i)r.*c mndels t13[1i] with eibhp. drepped in
195?; 150-U Super with eÀhhpi tended tn stay in Germanv.
The hread and butter medels were 1600 t¿tibhpi and 160-U
Super [TF5-hlipl with a ‘Speedster fer cempetitien werk er
heulevard chic.

In 1955. Persche intreduced an entirelv new dehc air-
cenled Àat-feur fer its sperts racing cats. and de-tuned
versiens nf this engine were used in the GS and GT ‘C.an*era‘
medels nf the 556. As versiens ef this engine came en stream.
se Persche read cars meved en frem heing ‘Velkswagen
specials. It is almnst heresv tn enmment that until the mid-
19"5Us all Pnrsche read cars were. in essence. ne mere than



Heetle specials. and sn they cnntinued until l‘ilnS. intrnduced
in l'?J=i’i. asa 1 liihhp LS-litrecar. the 1.1'.0|npl1.--"l‘?Jf'il~:111l1Carrera
hatl a l.('"i-litre engine l'rern l"~F»i-'1 (same pewer. hetter pnwer
curve} and Ii}-SH alsn saw a Speedster with the new engine.

356A Carrera hardtep lubovel end Speedster {below}
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3568/Cnrrurn 2, I959-63... Proc1:30.963r'1810.
Pnrsche prnductinn mushrnnmed and the new range helped
the image. with sharper styling—raised headlights. revised
hnnnet. larger rear windew and new humpers and wheel
trims. it was snld nnly with 1.0-litre engines. and all mndels
still had drum hraltes. ‘Àit-' steering gear. and a Fnur-speed
gearhns. hut the dnhc Carrera 3. intrnduced in 1900. had
lfl-lll}l'1]') and greatly iinprtwecl tnrnue. lt was in character that
drum hraltes were still used fnr the cnm pa ny has never heen
at the l'erel'rnnt til‘ design.

The ['JI1lSl11't1-Ll ‘~.'"‘*-S" derived engined cars ranged l'rern the
hllhhp lhllii. via the lhiitl Super with 7"‘_ihlT|p. tn the 16111,]
i -|._-J ___
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Super 90 which had ‘)0hhp. All wnuld tnp 100mph.»’ lntiltmh
hut the hase mndel ithe 1600} was nn dragster since the 0-
60mph time was 1=ii.S secnnds—hut that was net had fnr a
Beetle special. Still. Pnrsche huild quality. allied tn its
immense success in spnrts car racing saw annther huge
increment in prnductinn ¿gures even thnugh the rear-engine
layeut made high speed cnrnering in the wet a character
huilding ei-tercise.

35612/Carrera 2, I 963-65. P1-ed; 16.66Br’2134.
Since Persche was the last cnnstructnr tn use drum hrakes
in Fnrmula 1 it is nnt surprising that it tnnk until 1965 te
emplny discs nn rnad cars. hut nn these tnedels they were
¿tted all rnund. Read manners were imprnved hy a ZF
steering system. and a cnrnpensating transverse spring
calmed the swing asle and tnrsinn har rear suspensinn. It
was standard nn the Super and Carrera. eptienal en the 1600.
Read hnlding remained marginal near the limit. hnwever.
hut the cnmhinatinn cif swing asles and a rear engine was
hardly a sensihle laynut.

Pnrsche‘s higgest achievement has heen tn tame an
inherently unstahle design thrnugh censtant develnpment.
hut mest manufacturers wnuld perhaps have wnrl-{ed fer an
alternative in the first place. just twn pushrnd engined
mndels were effered: the ?"ihhp 1600 and the Qiihhp 1000
Super hut. as hefere. each mndel came with a chnice r.-F
hndics nr. rather. reefs.

356C cnnvertihle

PU‘ GT5, IP53-G‘. Pred: 100. llvlany ef the spnrts-
racers which Pnrsche made in the 1950s were tractahle rnad
cars. and snme were used as such. hut the same ceuld he
said nf any spnrts-racer nf the time. The 904. hewever. was
a true dual-purpese car. which wen the l9l5~"’i Targa Flnrin
and came secend in the 1965 Meme tlarln Rally. which was
nan in heavy snnw. Althnugh Persche already had its new
sirecylinder engine in prnductinn. the 90a used the 2-litre
dnhc tlat fnur in cntnhinatinn with a new five-speed
transasle. Unlike previnus 'rnad‘ Pnrsches. the 9'04 was a
midvengined car. with a tuhular heated chassis and fihreglass
hndy. Suspensinn was hy cnil springs with dnuhle wishhenes
at the frnnt anti transverse links and radius reds at the rear.
Read versinns h.ad Fi¿lalip tracing versinns had 11-i0hhpl
which meant litliiiph.-"'.?1¢'iilknih and 0-eÀtnph in I311 secnnds.

Q1 I /9 '| I L, 1 §‘4-‘$- Prod.-—.. The 911 had a laynut
which was hrnadly similar tn the SSO: the gearhes; was ahead
ell the rear wheels. the engine hehind them. anti springing
was hy ttirsitin hars. The gnnd news was that MacPhersnn



91 ‘I E, ‘I 968-691’ ‘I 969-T3. Prod:-—-. This w:.ts the
tnuring spet‘ car. with fuel injectinn and a l:.'i:Jl1l1]".l engine.
Frnnt suspensinn was hy Hnge self-levelling lrytlrnpnettinatic
struts in place nf the usual Pvlacl-‘hersnn struts and ttirsitin
hars. hut these were drnppetl nn all mndels in late 1969. ln
the main. the rest nf the specificatinn ef this series matched
the 01 1S. i.e. ventilated hrake discs. lnnger wheelhase. Àared
wheel arches and. frnm l‘)t'i!~J. a 2.2-litre engine. A live-speetl
transmissinn was standard hut Spnrtnmatic was an tiptitin.
Frnm liJti0 Targa-tepped mndels had a fised wrap-reund
glass rear windnsv. replacing the fnrmer ‘sip-nut" plastic
sectinn which usually leaked and increased engine nnise tn
the cncl-tpit. Ptiwer went up tn lf¿hhp with the £.~'i-litre
engine nf 1971. lt was drnpped at the end nf 19115.

l'PTl 2.4-lilre 5'1 llE

91 'I , ‘I 9T2-77'... Prod: all rnodel5, 57,737. Pnrsche‘s
pt 1-l icy nf censtant develt ipment a nd rev isinn was typified hy
the revival tif the Carrera name. There were ever wider
wheels. and wheel arches. mnre cnntrnllahle handling. new
humpers (frnm late 1":i?jil which met US impact laws and.
unlil-re snme humpers these actually enhanced the type‘s
lines. The Carrera was the first read Pt'.irscl1e tn have the 2.?—
litre versinn nf the Hat-sis engine. which gave Eltihhp. It alsti
had an aernfeil nn the engine lid which had heen develnped
fer the 911 Turhn which was then in preparatinn.

At the end nf 191%. the mndel range cnnsisted nfthe 911S.
the S11 ISC. and the Carrera; all with 2.?-litre engines in varinus
states nf tune. staning with the leÀhhp nf the 9115. Three-
litre engines hegan tn he intrnduced in 19?S. with the 315-hhp
RSH rt ittt.l.-="'track car. and were standard hy l9T='7. The American
marltet received strangulated emissinn-cnntrnlled medels.

I

I

1 _.—L- j -—-l_.""""__ I -1.

‘ill I Carrera. I974
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9'! 1 'l'u|-bu, I 975-77.. Prod: ears. es-s nf the s-sly
first Eurnpean turhncharged cars. the ‘Turhn’ was nriginally
designated the Carrera 5.0. its .i60hhp was nnt esceptinnal.
hut the tnrque was phenemenal and Pnrsche decided that
a special fnur-speed ‘hns. was preferahle tn the usual fives
speed transmissinn. 0-(itlniph in 5.2 secnnds was even mt ire
impressive than the tnp speed nf 1'Sen1pli.»’.E'=31l-cttih. The car
was quiet and tractahle under mnst circumstances hut there
was serinus turhn lag which. allied tn the inherent instahility
nf the rear-engined laynut. meant it cnuld he character
huilding—especially nn a rnundaheut in the wet—hut the
adnptinn nf liirelli P7’ tyres made a huge difference.

lvlassive wheel arches. and the engine lid aernfeil frnm
the Carrera. were identity features. while the interinr was
lusurinus with leather seats. air cnnditinning and pnwer
windtnvs. The ehassis was made stiffer tn cnpe with the
pr_iwer. indeed the car was sn fundamentally re-engineered
that. at Pnrsche. it was knnwn as the 95111 rather than a 911.

ms an Turl:-0 tags» will: was ass
924/9245, I 976-85. Pm-rt: 122.304r'—-1. vtilkswagenf
Audi cnmmissinned the design nf this car and Pnrsche duly
raided the ‘v"~‘.~i’ and Audi pans hins. Late in develnpment. it
was decided tn market it as a Pnrsche and the 924 was duly
hailed as the first frnnt-engined water-cnnled car frnm the
marque. even thnugh it was a hlandly styled ‘Wit’ which
cnmpletely lacl-ted any presence. A 2-litre sehc fuel injected
Audi van engine was persuaded tn give 12‘5lJhp and was fined
in a 2+2 cnupé with ‘v"W lvlacPhersen strut frent suspensien
and rear trailing arms sprung by transverse tnrsinn hars.

Audi actually huilt the 924 and ecnnnmy nf scale made it
the ¿rst ‘bargain’ Pnrsche fnr snme time: it was still espensive
fer its p-erfnm'iance—12{imphr'205lenh and 0-60mph in 9.5
secnnds—hut then the hadge cnmes dear. Early cars had a
fnur-speed transai-tie t five speeds arrived in 19TH] hut seme
unfnnunate esamples had a three-speed autnmatic. Galvanised
steel panels were a real plus and will ensure that there will he
a lnt ef 924s areund fnr a lnng time.

The 9245 nf 1955 had the 9‘-14's 'halancer shaft‘ engine and
165hhp. This increased tep speed tn 13v-'imphf215kmh (0-
{:~0mph in t-1.0 secnnds] hut since it retained the narrnw. hland
hndy it did nnt have the 9-41i’s visual presence althnugh the
price was nnt tnuch less.

Meanwhile. the 9211i Carrera GT was anneunced in 1'1)-S0.
as a supercar with cempetitiens petential—-hence the run
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was -it:-ii. sufficicient tn qualify fnr tftrnup -t ltnmnlngatinn.
ln ‘nnrma|' ft }I'1Tl this had a lltil‘:-hp turhnchargeti engine. httt
the racing variant tt1Tltt had giiiihhp anti the rally versinn
ttiTSi had EH-tlhhp. while the wnrl~;s cars fnr Le it-"tans had
-ttitthhp engines.
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Persche 914$, I985

91 I Turbo, Introduced I977. The sehc llat-sis
which hegan as a l‘~.tt)lt‘c unit reached 5.5 litres with this
mndel. the increase in sitte heing made largely tti maintain
perfnrmance in 17S-spec cars which were facing ever mnre
severe emissinn laws. in Eurnpean trim. litvwever. this meant
jtiiihhp. 1ti0mpli.--';ititil-anh tnp speed anti 0-l00mph in 12.5
secnnds. Te cnpe with this. hral-{es were upratetl with crnss-
drilletl ventilated hralte discs anti fnur~pnt calipers frnm the
mighty F-‘nrsche 917-’ spnrts-racer. Read testers still spnlte
darl-tly nf the handling heing interesting nn wet rnundahnuts
thnw many spun the heast?! hut it imprnved year hy year.
Frnm 1'3".-"T*'. the 'Turhti' was tifficittlly called the ‘Tttrlttf. hin
cahrinlet nr Targa versinn was made until 198?. anti a five-
speetl gearhns did nnt appear until 1909.

in i"-H0 a versinn appeared en the Carrera .?. platfnrm. It
shared mnst nf the revised hntiy panels nf the Carrera E and
Carrera -"i hut was availahle nnly in fitted head fnmi. It had
even mnre pnwer tjlltililtpi despite the fitting nf the three-
way catalytic cnnvertt.-r. and this meant a tnp speed ef
Ititiiiipli.---"'£?’0l-tttth anti 0-ti0rr|ph in 5.0 secnnds.

mu-

Tho 1981911 TuI'bo5E,nlnrcryfroml'|1eeri_ginul'i'Il

928 lnrlni, lnhlullulnl I 911. Aeredynamic it was.
anti efficient. hut huyers nf supercars lilte piaattaa and the
928 was shnn in that depanment. It had received a charisma
hy-pass yet it was an engineering masterpiece with huild
quality. reliahility. anti practicality which nnne nf its rivals
cnuld match. Anynne whn chnse a Ferrari in preference
annnunced either that he did few miles in it nr had at least

twn sti that titte was en the rt tad while the tither was heing
serviced.

The ‘E-lit-i's nverall layeut was similar lti the Slit twlticlt was
actually designed latert hut. in detail. they were challt anti
cheese. tjentral tn the pit".-t was a superh fuel—iniected snhc
it-"S tif —t.f+ litres. Smntith and tnrtptey. it delivereti its d*~llll'tl'lP
at nnly ‘i=iti0rp1n and tlreve tn a live-speed manual transartle.
thrnugh a twin-plate clutch. tir a three-speed atttnmatic. tlnil
springs all rnund were allictl tti dnuhle ‘iJt.'iSl1l"ittt'1L‘S :.tt the
frnnt. trailing anns at the rear. anti rnatl hnlding was
esemplary. Fer thnse fnr wlttint 1-tltttplt-'.'53El-il-;i1‘1lt and tl-
htlmph in "-".5 secnnds were nnt ennugh. the jil-tihlip ~t_T*'-litre

versinn nf 1'97"") rettlrncd l:i3n1pl1'3¥t‘il~:i11lt anti t_i—t10mpl‘t
in 0.2. sectinds twith the manual transmissinni.

The Series 2 mntlel nf tilt-t-t had a fnur-speetl autnmatic
gearhns. derived frnnt lvlert'eties-liet'st. as standard tthe five-
speed manual was a nn-cnst nptinni. Anti-lnclt hrakes were
standard. Ptrwer was increasetl tn .-i]0hhp. with slightly
in‘tprnvet.i ecnnnmy. anti. with the autnmatic transmissinn.
tnp speed was l~i‘l_:lI'l'l[‘ll"i.-- .3-ttll<ml‘| with ti-tjtltrtpl‘| in ti.S sect inds.

The Series 3': was a l.'SA-nnly car with a dnhc ‘fnur valve'
‘l-litre versien nf the engine. with linsch LI-l-_|etrnnic fuel
iniectinn. and this increasetl pnwer frt‘:-n‘| the Z¿tiltltp tif the
Stateside ‘S’ versinn tn iii-it-lliltp.

Fjurnpe received the S-litre tlnhc ‘fnur valve’ engine in
l0t-tti. in the Series Ptnver was increasetl tn Sltililtp t_.;’11til"i|'1p
in America) and with the manual gearhnrt Pnrsche claitneti
a tnp speed tif 1t1H111pl1 £7'tllttnli tntit a figure reprtid uced hy
British rnad testers—.i-.tnrt.e'at'hit.*vet.l 1Siiiitpli---"3Sfiki11li with
the autnmatic transmissinn}. l-‘nrsche alsn claimetl that the
0-hlntplt dash cnulti he achicvetl in SH secnnds t.-l1'nit'ir'
achieveti 0-00mph in ti.-t secnndsi. The Series -"t had a lnwer
drag cnefficient thanks tn a larger rear spniler and a revisetl
nnse sectinn.

Tho tfÀ 923

ln 19H‘-J a CHI‘ versinn was tifferetl with _-ilhltltp. stiffer
suspensinn. wider wheels. a hrnatler rear track and a claimed
tnp speed ef 1'i'1mpl1.--"3'?"il-itttlt.

Q2‘TIIIIO, '| 913-I3. Prod: 12.356. Despite aggressive
marketing. including a cnmpetitinn prngramme and a ‘nne
type‘ race series. the "_~)2~'i was nnt perceived in the same light
as the 'classic' 911 series; wnrse. a new generatinn nf hnt
hatchhaclts increasingly challenged its perfnrrnance figures.
The turhn versinn. with lTtihhp and greatly imprnved tnrt]ue.
set nut tn change that. until the 9-ts was ready. While
l~i2t11pli.-"'2;i'.Siti11h and 0-t10mph in ti?) secnnds set serinus
parameters. the curinusiy annnymnus styling was a handicap.
Rear disc hrakes replaced the drums nf the 03-ii and there



191-'8 924 Turbo etlmu with tilloy wheels

were alley wheels antl a discreet spniler arnund the hnttem
t if the rear windt iw.

91 ‘I, 'I Q78-Ci. Prod: —. ‘ts-’itli its hurgenning mndel
range. and the need tn huiltl a ‘wnrlti car’ tn meet tlilferent
gnvernments’ requirements. Pnrsche ratinnalised the 911
series tn the Turbn anti the SC. The nnmially aspirated 5~
litre engine meant it was gnntl fnr 1~iitnplt.--"'22?l~:tnl‘| and 0-
tititnpli in tifi secnnds in Eurnpean fnnn tit was much slnwer
in US spec 1. Servn-assisted hrakes were standardised in 1929.
the list nf ltntury nptinns grew. anti details such as headlight
washers arrived in 1982. 'l9l~i2 alsn saw the first genuine
cahrinlet since the ji¿ti series was phased nut. In 195-lit. the
snhc flat-sis engine was enlargetl tn 5.2 litres. and the SC
hecame knnwn as the Carrera.
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l9H’5 saw the SE tSpnrts Equipment ,1 mndel which might
he descrihetl as ‘a Turhn withnttt the turhncharger’. With

PORSCHE

2ji1hhp it was gnnd fnr tstiinpli.-""2ii2ktnlt and 04.’i0rnph in 0.1
secnnds. It was nnt. ht iwever. a success since it was censiderahly
mnre espensive than the Carrera anti was cnnsidered tn he
ever-l."iralted and nver-equipped fnr the engine.

Every year hrnught detail imprnvetnents and. althnugh
Pnrsche was nnce set tn kill nff the 911 tit was kept hecause
nf its histnrical assnciatinns} it leeks set tn gn nn fer ever.
In 1909 the 911 tnetamnrphnsised intn the 911 Carrera 2.

, I - - ‘I Q82. Althnugh nhvinusly similar tn
the 92==’i. the 9=isi had a great tleal mnre presence thanks tn a
new nnse treatment and wide wheel arches. In place nf the
92-t’s Audi van engine was a new in-line water~cnnled fnur
designed hy Pnrsche; hasically it cnmprised nne hank tif the
92S’s VS althnugh few parts were interchangeahle. This 160hhp
snhc 2.5—litre unit. with twin cnunter-weighted halancer shafts
tn nvercnme the vihratinn inherent in large capacity ‘fnurs'.
made the car intn a ‘real’ Pnrsche since its tnrque previded the
‘driveahility’ ene assnciates with the marque.
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1954 WI-4 lea

The 9~‘is'i Lu:-t was alsn intrnduced in Spring 1982. and
effectively ran tn 1989 althnugh the Lu:-t designatinn was
drnpped in 198?. It resemhled the 924 Carrera GT
‘hemnlngatinn special’ with unnhtrusive allny wheels. The
engine was rated at 165ltil"ip {giving a 15?mpl1t’220kn1h tep
speedl. A five-speed manual gearhtnt was nnmial. and a three-
speed autnmatic was nptinnal.

1986 saw hnth the 94115 and Turhn. bnth with wider wheels
tn the 928’s five-hnle design and hnth with similar
perfnnnance helnw 100mph. The ‘S’ had a dnhc ‘fnur valve’
head. and ltitihhp. Altheugh it was faster it was less fleitible
and the advantage was largely academic in real driving
cnnditinns.

A tlahrinlet versinn was nffered frnm mid-1988 and the
same year saw the hase 9t’is‘i receive a 2.7’-litre 1¿2hhp engine
tljffimph/'219kmh. 0-62mph in 8.2 secnnds) while the ‘S’
was replaced by the ‘S2’ which had a 5-litre engine and
208bhp which translated intn 1ti9mpltr’2ti0ktnl1 and 0-62mph
in ?.1 secnnds.

944 'I'Ill'bÀ, Illirlllllllttll 1985- tllriginally this
versinn used the 2.5—litre snhc engine which. with a KKK
turhncharger and a Besch engine management system. gave
21T=’bhp. By IQSH pnwer had increased tn 24?hhp. which
gave a tnp speed nf 1S2n1phx’2tii‘5knilt t0-60mph in 5.?



PORSCHE

secnntlsl. in liritain this was marketetl as the 9-t-t Turhn S1-I
hut tiesignatinns varieti frnnt cnuntry tn cnuntry anti sn tiitl
lncal spccificatitin.

A cahrit ilet versinn was nffered as a limitetl etlitinn in 1991.
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911-4 Turhn arrivetl in 193.5

959, ‘I981-Bl. Prod: Z01]. The 959 was nriginally
tlesignetl fnr tirnup 11 cnmpetitinn. hut hy the time it was
ready fnr prntluctinn. t.1rnup Ii was tlead anti the 200 cars
huilt hecame ‘merely’ a limitetl editinn supercar. perhaps the
T'l1t1S1 ativancetl rtiati car ever huilt. ant.l a pninter tn future
linrscltes. The engine was a 2.9—litre llat sis. with water-
cnnletl tlt:-he ‘feur valve’ heatls antl twin turhnchargers. lt
tleliveretl its -tt_1Shl‘|p. anti martimum 5199111.--""'lit tnrque. thrnugh
a sis-speetl transasle allieti tn a permanent fnur wheel tirive
system which hati senstirs tn vary the tnrque split depending
en cnnditinns.

li’erftirmant‘e was est ratirtiinary. 19tl+tttpl1.-"'_"il.l’i +l~:mh and
t]-htltttplt in 5.? secnnds. antl tn cnpe with that there were
anti-ltick hrakes. cn|'|‘|petititin style suspensinn tcnil springs
and tinuhle wishhnnes all rnund] with cnmputer-adjusted
ritle height anti even electrnnic mnnitnring nf tyre pressures.
The 't‘nn‘|fnn’ mndel hatl rear seats. adtlititinal snund
insulatinn antl air cnntlitinning.

91 I Althnugh the style
nf the Carrera was itlentical tn the 911 almnst all the hntly panels
were actually new. in the same way. the paper specificatinn
was similar tn the earlier 911 hut in fact it was all new and it
iinally really tatneti the rear-engine laynut nf the line.
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1990 911 Carrera I Cabriolet

ln 19519 this heavily rcvisetl 91 1 was la |.tnched in the guise
nf the tiarrera ~t which hati pennanent fnur wheel tlrive

tjil ’t'".~'*.l"l-"s split’-i antl a _'1.ti-litrtr versitin tif the llat-sis engine.
Pnwer increasetl tn 2-17-"blip whiclt meant a tnp speed tif
1":-titttpli.-2=11lti11lt til-titiinpli in S2 secnntlsi-

A twn wheel tlrive versinn. the tlarrera 2. arrive<.l late in
195-19 anti was l".|y a tiny fractinn t|uicker than the fnur wheel
drive cart 1St-tinpli.--’2S-tkmh. ti-ntitnpli in -3.1 sectmtlsi. It was
hailetl as the hest 911 yet matle hut rnatl testers mntleratetl
the welcnme with cnmments ahnut rnatl nnise. the usual
pnnr switchgear anti ergnnn-mics. anti felt the neetl tn pnint
nut that nn matter hnw gnnd a 911 hecnmes it will never
cnmpete in ultimate handling terms with a gnnd miti-
enginetl car.

Beth twe antl fnur wheel tlrive ranges nfferetl fisetl head.
cahrinlet. antl Targa-tnp versinns. Availahle as an nptinn nn
the twn wheel drive versinn was the 211-’ Tiptrnnic gearhns
tautnmatic transmissinn with additinnal manual shift) was
availahle fnr a small cnst in nutright perftirmance: it knncketl
i.ll'ttJl.11 a secnntl nff the ti-tihrnpli sprint time-

PROBE {G-B)
Dennis Adams tnatlc his mark with the hntly fnr the 19h’?
;‘v1arcns arltl tti funher prnmtite his wnris designed the
nutlantlish Prnhe it: with his hrnther. Peter. lt was nriginally
intendetl tn he a styling esercise rather than a serinus
prntittt'tinn car hut custnmers :.trrivetl hearing chetrues and
the Adams hrnthers huilt ten nf them. lt was nnt the mnst
practical nftiesigns. fnr nne clim|"s:ti intn the Prtihe hy lifting
the rnnf antl then adnptetl an almnst hnriztnntal pesitien
hehind the steering wheel. The fihreglass mt;tntit"nque
heused a Hillman imp engine tin the prntntype ll’rttr-he 1S1
hut prntluctinn c:.trs ll‘l1't1l’1'L’ ltii hatl a lillvl¿ li-1110 engine
mnunted transversely hehintl he tlriver. Prt 1-tluctinn was then
taken nver hy a shen-lived Scnttish firtn. The tlesign was
later reviveti hy nther eutfits. first as the ‘tlentaur’. then as
the ‘Pulsar’. A lielgian cnn‘|pany .t1lSt.’I attetnptetl tti market
the hntly nn a llnnrpan.
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PIIOCTOR lAUS]
Tetl Prnctnr is a strting candidate fnr heing the first tn create
an esample nf what was tn hecnme an almnst universal mndel:
the fihreglass hntly nn a 10.11? lieetle flnnrpan. SS-’l1en he sltt.rwetl
his GT ct iupe in 1992 it receivetl a very favnurahle press since
its lighter weight and reducetl tlrag meant a useful increase
in perfnnnance hut it suffered frnm heing the first tif its type
and nnly three were snld. Then snt‘nenne asketl fnr a shnrteneti
versinn tif the ht itly en a latitler chassis fitted with S-“W
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CECOIIP [GB]
liacecnrn was fnunded in tlte IEJ-Hits tn act as a service
crnnnany tn the tnntnr racing industry. with particular
emphasis nn cnmpnsite fihres. In 1‘-39f} the cnmpany nffered
the IA Rnadster. a hasic spnrts car in the Lntus Seven idinm
wlticlt wnuld take any Fnrd fnur-cylinder engine. Frnnt
suspensinn was hy cnil springs and dnuhle wishh-nnes and
custtnners had a chnice Inf t't.*:.ir laynut. the nptinns heing :1
live {Escnrt '1 asle with five-link lncatinn nr an independent
laynut using Fnrd Hierra cnntpnnents.

RAll.'l'Olll [GB]
Funded hy Tsin-el 1'vIac|-;lin. designed hy Reid Railtnn (hest
knnwn fnr his I.and Speed Recnrd carsi and huilt in the nld
Invicta wnrks at Chnhhant. Railtnn was fnunded in 1955 and
made an early Angln-.#utterir*ttn hyhrid. The chassis was
always a lightly medified Hudsnn and tlte hest esamples
ttsed the snlendid Hudsnn -1.2-litre straight-eight. Af'ter 1957'
the finn lnst its way when it tried gning dcrwn market tn
increase stiles. In 1940 it was snld tn Hudsnn and had a hrief
revival after the ‘w';tr.

Ilghl/ill, ‘I 946-49. Prod: 16. After the War Railtnn
made up a numher nf cars frnm parts in stnck at the nld
i-iudsr IIT1 asse1T|hly' plant at Chiswick. The Hudsnn ':~ii.s was fairly
nrdinary hut the Àathead Eight was wnnderful. heing very
stntttttlt and tnrctttey. All cars had hydmulic hrakes and were
'Railtnnised‘. which largely meant a smart hndy and stiffer
springing. Unfnnunately. gnvemment impnn restrictiens
ttteant that a new car wnuld cnst .£-W50 in 1948. 'Nt1ff said.

Il.'l'ON (GB)
A 1989 attempt tn revive a famnus name. the secnnd cnming
nl the Hailtc-n was given a thumhs dnwn hy thnse whn saw
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RED STALLION

it. The hase nf this .£~9il.i]t_it'J estraxttti-iÀnaa was the _lt1Rtt-.-tr X1-
5. E-ityling was hy William Tnwns hut had nnthing at all tn
cnmmend it.

see Ll-i HKJAIHTERH

tun [cat
A mini spnrts car pt rwered hy a mid-mnunted single cylinder
55{)t‘c Pvlh¿ engine. Thirty~five were made in the car's nnly
year nf prnductinn. Ifliin.

FPO (GB)
First shnwn in 1986. the Rappcirte Fc-rte was a lusurinus
fnur-seat cnnvertihle using jaguar running gear and
engines. frnm the j.-"i-litre EH unit tn the 5.5-litre V12. The
wedge-shaped l'sncly was nf aluminium nn a steel inner
structure. trim and equipment nf a very high nrder and
turhc.-charging was an nptinn. Llnfnrtunately. an ecnnnmic
recessinn is nnt the hest time tn launch an espensive new
car and few were made.

REAC (F)
Built in Casahlanca. 1955-551. the HEAC had an aerodynamic
fihreglass hndy nn a Panhard Dyna flnnrpan and was nntahle
fnr having an ndd turret tnp. Ahnve the waist it lnnked as
thnugh it was ready fnr T.E. Lawrence tn lead a desert
uprising. helnw the waist it lnnked like an advanced
aern-dynamic design; the trnuble was that the twn halves
were nnt in harmnny.

Gull-wing REAC-
Pnnhurtl, W53

RID S'I'Al.I.ION {USA}
An early 19805 cnpy nf the Cebra 42? with a ¿breglass hndy
built by Jim Kellisnn. nne nf the mnst famnus 1950s makers
nf bndies fnr specials, and a space frame designed by Paul
Lamar. whn had wnrked fnrjim Hall's Chap-para] team. Fnrd
suspensinn was used. there was a chnice nf V8 engines. and



Stililillll SE4-I, 'I Q¿lw¿¿t Prod: 297. Reliant hnught
the rights tn the ltttndsntne 3+3 cnttpe hndy whiclt the Ugle
design stttdin had first shnwn nn a I'Jaimler Hi-iliitl chassis.
The pressed steel chassis was new hut the running gear was
the same as the I"~iaht'e His until 1‘§)t¿_ when the rear suspensinn
was ret'ised. t_Jr|t.‘e that l‘|appet‘tt:-:.l. the Ht.'itttitttrl'1t_*t‘;t|tte a fine
car. with handsnme lnnks matched hy perfnrntance:
lit:-mph. It-t"-’lnnlt and fl-'f"lIilI'I'l['Ji'l in ll.-t secnnds. alsn in livf¿
wire wheels were replaced lfry disc wheels and the ZF
ge;trl"in?~t nptinn was drnpped.
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l9l54 Scimiiur EH-A

§I|lIl|‘|lIl' 5!‘-I/'5141:, '| §‘6-7°/ I §¿1-1°- PI'Dd:
591.3118. A stiffer ehassis and Fnrd's new ft-iitre ‘t-in engine
fttrther imprt;-ved the Scimitar. which was nnw gn-nd fnr
lllntph lEl"il\'tt'|l"t and i'l-fifltttplt in ten secnnds. The SE-'iC. an
‘ecnnnntyi versinn whieh had Fnr-dis .33.‘?-litre ‘it-i¿enginc‘, fnund
little favnur. The pnpttlarity nf the i'.Tl'E caused Reliant tn drnp
the cnupe. whieh is still ttnt.let"-‘altted as a enlleetnr's car.
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samttatsttc. was
Scimitar G1‘! SE5, ‘I968-75. Prod: 512?. Reliant
hit the iackpnt when it asked Ogle tn redesign the iicitttitar
as a spnrting estate car. The idea nf a spnrts estate had heen
arnund fnr a lnng tin1e—there was the Allard F-ttfttri Elf 1952
and Tnrnadn marketed an estate versinn nf the Typhnnn in
l9"i€1—ltttt the GTE hecame the trend setter and the cnncept
was cr"ipietl lay ntainr manufacturers. The fact that Princess
.»'*'tnne l‘tecante a UTE enthusiast did nnt damage its cause and

vEt|at§il

fnr the first time Reliant fnund it ltatl a chic car nn its hands.
l'vh.'t'lttittit'ttlly similar tn the cnupe. it had a new cltassis
with a innger wheelhase. it was a classic esample nf clever
niche n‘|arl-teting-—-'litnn Karen nf Ugle did the wnrl-; and
deset"ves t.'t'edit.

- _ I"-.
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Scimitar GTE SE5

Scllnlinr G1‘! SE6/Si¿n, ‘I975-B2. Prod: 543.1
3877. The GTE cnncept was sn rigltt that having decided tn
replace it Reliant fnttnt.l it cnuld dn nn hetter than rnake it
larger. This was achieved hy splitting the mnulds and adding
ft 1-ur inches tn the wheelhase and three tn the width. Tngether
with this middle age spread carne a new chassis which was
snfter in character. hut the GTE retained its pnsitinn as an
ideal cnmprnmise hetween a spnns car and family
transpnrtatinn. The Hhfatt versinn had a numher nf detailed
impr-nvements. including a stiffer scuttle tn eliminate dnnr
sag. and larger rear hrake dn.trns. The Fnrd lt-i-litre Vt’: was
intrnduced in '1":T.-?"~J. (Itf special interest tn the cnilectnr is that
gaivanised ehassis frames were intrnduced in 1981.
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5-cimilur GTE SE15 cnme in HTS

Scillllhlr GTE SE65, I 982-86. P1-od=437. The last
espressinn nf the C-'I"E had a numher nf cnsmetic itnpnave-
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5-cimiiur GTE SE68
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ments. a yet stiffer scuttle. anti was Still": lighter than its
immediate fnrehear. A fall in demand fnr all large engined
ca rs in the early 1‘§lt'ifJs saw prnduct inn drnp tn ltitt.-*’1‘5t} units
a year and the range was ased in i\'t:tt-'etttl".ter 1986. The
Hertnne—designed SEHE prniect. a pnssihle successnr. had
heen shelved fnur years earlier- l.ater the GTE was revived
hy Mitltllehridge Scimitar Ltd ttqvt_ which hnught the rights
tn it and the tL'iTt'.I. and Reliant undennnl-t snme re-engineering
fnr the new nwner. Despite the fact that Princess Anne was
nnce again a custnttter. a high price tag did nnt help tn seil
cars and the new cnmpany went intn receivership in I998.

ialllllilr GTC Sllll, ‘I 98¢-86. Prod: 443. Annther
fine esample nf niche marketing. the GTE was nne nf the
few fnur-seater rag tnps availahle anywhere when it
appeared in l9t-tti. Ogle was respnnsihle fnr the hndy. which
retained the family lnnk althnugh that was hecnming a little
dated. A detachahle hard tnp was availahle fnr winter
mntnring. Sales fnrecasts tnade in the late l9?'L'ls prnved
wildly nptitnistic as the car was lattnched at the heginning
nf a recessinn and never achieved the success it deserved.
Fnr the cnllectnr wanting a lnng-tenn investment. the GTC
is the rnnst desirahle nf all its family.

Scimitar GTE SEBB

Sclnlilllr $51 , ‘I 300/ I 606, ‘I 98‘-89. Prod.--.
tltnce mnre, Reliant predicted a trend. and with the SS1 it
revived the classical fnnnula fnr a pnpular spnrts car: twn
seats. rag tnp, gnnd handling and simple (Fnrd) mechanicals.
It shnuld have heen a rttnaway success. fnr it faced little
cnmpetitinn in the market place at the time it was launched.
hut few penple liked the fttssy and dated lines hy Michelntti.
Snme nfthe prnhlems arnse frnm the fact that Michelntti had

The WE-4 Scimitar 551

died hefnre cnmpleting the design. and Reliant had cnmmitted
itself sn far that it felt it had tn gn ahead. ltanly as a result nf
this panel fit was pnnr. as were ntany design details.

w-'tttat. the car was underpnwered: the t_’it}tt was a snail
and the 11300 cnuld he hutttiliatetl hy tiny numher nf hnt
hatches. Fnrd's fuel injected t'}{R§’ti_t engine was the nhvinus
snlutinn hut it wnuld nnt fit under the hnnnet. antl the nther
nhtvinus snlutinn. the 3.'iJ—litre Fnrd 'v'ft, was cnnsidered hut
nnt used. Annual sales were nnly a fractinn nf the predicted
5{ifJt'.‘I units. An nppnrtunity had heen tttissed. and a fine
chassis with all-independent suspensinn was gning tn waste.

551 '| UUUTI, ‘I 9"-Q9-t Prod.-—. ltecause nf lnng-
term cnntracts with nutside suppliers Reliant was unahle tn
respnnd quickly tn the almnst universal dislike nf the SS1
styling. But it was ahle tn dn sntnething ahnut the lack nf
pnwer and under the hnnnet nf the lHtJUTi tthe ‘SS'
designatinn was drnpped when Reliant entered Eurnpean
mari-tetsi was the turhncharged LH-litre engine frnnt the
Nissan Silvia. which is as sweet a turhn as any. With ljilitltp.
a tnp speed nf 1.?ttTin1ph.--Eflllttttlt and a 0-tititnplt time nf 6.9
secnnds. the Scitnitar tnn]-; nn a new lease nf life and sales
picked up immediately. The new engine demnnstrated what
a superh chassis there was under the skin. and it met USA
emissinn laws. Distinguished frntn the Fnrd-engined cars hy
a hlack hnnt spniler and allny wheels. the car still met
custnmer resistance due tn its ndd hndy.
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5-cimitar 551 lBÀÀTt. 19%

$52. With styling hy ‘tit-'illiattt Tnwns. this was a private
cnmmissinn hy an Atnerican cnmpany. Universal l"»ttt.ttt':trs.
whn wanted a British spnrts car tn sell. First shnwn in 195-iH_
when it received a favnurahle reactinn. it was lil-tely tn have
had a Buicl-t ‘t-‘(ti engine and such gnndies as air cnnditinning.
hut nn cars had heen made hy the time Reliant went intn
receivership in 1%-'t_l.

The WEB 552 ooncepl car



551' ‘I306 Tl/140°, IQQU. Pro-rl:—. This was
hasically a restyled SS1 with annther hndy by-'\1lt'illittn1 Tnwns.
this time cnmmissinned by Reliant. It was generally thnught
In he nnt as pretty as the SS2 but still a great imprnvement
nn the nriginal l’vlichelntti effnrt. Since the bndy was mttch
simplified it was easier tn achieve gnnd panel fit. but
custnmers still fnund it tnn hland. especially since by 1990
there was a prnliferatinn uf npen twn seaters. The 1SOtJTi
retained its esciting perfnrmance hut the ‘entry level’ car with
the 1.t='l-litre Fnrd CVH engine was cnnsidered disappninting.
Tnp speed was nnly 9Rmphr'1SSkmh {U-dÀmph in 12
secnnds} and the engine was nnt sufficiently pnwerful tn
allnw high-speed cnmering when a car needs tn he balanced
nn the thrnttle.
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gnu“ (t_)
in 1898 1.-nttis Renattlt. then aged just 21. made a car fnr his
nwn amusement but snme nf his friends were sn impressed
by it that they asl-ted him tn huild replicas. Within a matter
nf mnnths a cnmpany was fnrmed and dnaens nf custnmers
had placed nrders. That same year. 1-S99. saw Lnuis and his
hrnther Marcel run in the Paris-Trnuville race—and win the
light car sectinn. That and nther cnmpetitinn successes
helped estahlish the cnmpany. althnugh Lnuis retired frnm
the spnrt after ivlarcel was killed in 1905. A Renault wnn the
first Grand Pris in 12106 but snnn afterwards the cnmpany
turnetl its hack nn cnmpetitinn fnr many years.

Hy 1915 Renault was the largest mntnr manufacturer in
France. a pnsitinn it has never lnst. when the Secnnd Wnrld
‘Sittr began 1.nuis was lnath tn switch tn military prnductinn
since he was cnnvinced the war wnuld he shnrt. He thus
failed tn cnntrihute tn the French war effnrt. hut was snnn
fnrced tn cnntrihttte tn that nf the Germans. This was held
against him after Paris was liberated. as was his generally
autncratic attitude tn trade ttninns. He was imprisnned in
Septettther 19-iii and was brutally treated by guards with nld
scnres tn settle against ‘cnlIahnratnrs' and 'bnsses’. Denied
medical care. he died in Gt'tt1her 19114. and his cnmpany was
natinnalised the fnllnwing year.

Renault espanded in the 1950s and 1960s and became a
majnr eapnrter as well as setting up nverseas plants and
entering manufactttring agreements with nther cnmpanies.
The cnmpany returned tn mntnr racing in the 19.7't}s and was
particularly successful in Fnrtrtula 2 and spnrts cars. ln 19??
Renault entered Fnrmula 1 with a turbncharged car and as

_ _ tart-we

this became mnre and mnre cnmpetitive nther manufacturers
were encnuraged tn fnllnw suit.

Despite being a fnrce in Fennula 1 thrnugh its nwn team
and. latterly. by supplying engines tn nther teams. Renault
has nnly c:-ccasinnally essayed perfnrmance cars fnr the rnad.
It nwns Alpine {qvl but the nnly spnns car Renault has ever
made entirely under its nwn name was the 5 Turhn 2 nf19S5.

5 '|'IlI‘|I-0 I, ‘I Q33-Q‘. Prod: 3576. Althnugh this car
had the name and snmething nf the lnnks nf the Renault 5.
that was as far as it went. The Turhn 2 was a mid—engined
twn-seat cnupe hased nn a ‘hemnlngatinn special‘ cnnceived
fnr cnmpetitinn. This had aluminium panels and up tn
Z¿tlbhp whereas the rnad car had a steel body and a l¿Àbhp
versinn ctf the 129?cc pushrod fnur-cylinder engine. This
engine tand its five~speed transmissinniwas hasically the
same as in the frnnt-engined fnur-seat Renault 5 Gnrdini
Turbo. but had been tumed thrnugh 1S1] degrees.

The entire pnwer train was fit-ted tn a fabricated cradle
which alsn carried the rear suspensinn. An ahhreviated
standard Renault S platfnmt was used. with the usual tnrsinn
bar and dnuhle wishhnne frnnt suspensinn. while a cnil
spring and dnuble wishhnne laynut was emplnyed at the
rear. Rear wheels had 7’.‘5in rims fthere were Sin rims at the
frnnt.) and ventilated disc bra kes were fitted tn all fnur wheels.

With the standard 16tIlbhp the car wnttld reach
12s"tntphf2(l[lkmh {D-dtlmph in 7 secnnds) but that was nnly
a starting point since Renault. thrnugh its Alpine arm.
appr-nved a number nf tuning kits which increased pnwer
tn hetween ltilÀhhp and Zftllbltp. Accnrding tn rnad test
repnrts. the car‘s handling and rnad hnlding was easily able
tn cnpe with this pnwer.

Renault 5 Turl:-a 2, I983

IIEPCO (AUS)
A GT car first shnwn in 1959. the Repcn Dean was mnst
nntahle fnr a very large rear windnw divided by a fin. Hnlden
cnmpnnents were mnunted in a tuhular steel backbnne
chassis. The main nbject nf the eaercise was tn draw attentinn
tn Repcct and nnly a handful was made.



intn Britain in 1990. Caterham Gars instigated legal actinn fnr
use nf the name ‘Seveni and Westfield claimed infringement
nf cnpyright nver the chassis (Caterham had successfully
prnceeded against Westfield in 1987 fnr esactly the same
reasnn). The impnrter. Tiger Cars fqvl. which had heen
assured that there wnuld he nn prnblems. Inst heavily nn
the deal but respnnded by building the ‘Sis’. which was a
cnmpletely new design.

I. see MALLGCR

.O OSTER [BR]
First shnwn in 1951. the Rnadster ‘viictnria was a l*v’lnrgan cnpy
which used the nanning gear nf the 1.6-litre vw Gnlf.

IIOAIING '20l MOTOR CAR CO... {USA}
1980s maker nfthe ‘Cnrsair‘. a V8-p-0w'ered 1930s style rnadster.

Roaring ‘ID: Carsair, I933

OBEIITS O'I'Oll CO. (USA)
In the late 1980s Rnberts began tn cnnvert perfectly
respectable Chevrnlet Cnrvettes intn cnpies nf the Ferrari
Daytnna Spyder. A cnuple nfthese were used in the televisinn
series Miami Vice but then Fentari stepped in and nffered a
real car.

IIO I I IIOOII (GB)
In 1984 Rnbin Hood Engineering made a ‘Ferrari Daytnna
Spyder‘ using Rnver SD1 cnmpnnents and fnllnwed this with
Daytnna cnpies which were either _laguar-based nr built
arnund a Triumph TRY". This was a case nf ripping nff the rich

-5-—'-I-1".
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Robin Hood Jaguar-basotl R5 Daylona Spyder
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tn sell tn the pnnr. These cars disappeared after Ferrari began
tn take steps tn prnteet its cnpyright. Iiy 1990 the cnmpany
was mal-ting the S7. a hasic spnrts car which lnnl-ted nnt unlil-:e
a famnus car made by Caterham. but this used Tritttnph
Dnlnmite cnmpnnents. and h-uyers had the chnice nf a space
frame chas.sis nr a mnnncnque made frnm mild steel.

ROB Y OTORS (GB)
In 1990 this cntnpany tnnlt nver prnductinn nf the Leader
spnrts car which had heen created by Sylva tqvl and frnttt
19B5 had been made by Swindnn Spnrts Cars tqvl.

IIOCIIIII LE (GB)
Rnchdale was easily the mnst successful nf the dnaens nf
cntnpanies which supplied bndies fnr British special httilders
in the 19_Stls and 1960s. It was fnunded in 19t<iS tn malte
aluminium bndies fnr spnrts and racing cars. prngressed tn
fibreglass shells in 1955 and then. in 1957. hegan tn nffer a
chassis tn ma l-;e life easier fnr special builders using its hndies.
In "1959 it shnvved the prntntype nf its radical fibreglass
mnnncnqne design. the Olympic. which eninyed a nine-year
prnductinn life. interrupted by a fire whiclt destrnyed the
factnry in 1961. In 1968. having snld nver 1000 hntly shells.
in additinn tn the Glyntpic. Rnchdale decided there was mnre
mnney in industrial fibreglass and changed directinn.

Iinchclale ‘Riviera’ body an Forcl tanning gear
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O|1Ill|lil.t, ‘I POO-61. Prod: apprntt 150. The Olympic
was nnly the secnnd car tn be cnnstructed entirely frnm
fibreglass tthe first was the Lntus Elite nf 195?}. Althnugh
lacking the cachet nr sublime styling nfthe Elite. the Ulympic
had superinr prntluctinn engineering and wnuld undnubt-
edly have snld in larger numbers had it nnt been fnr the fire
at the factnry in 1961. Available as a cnmplete car nr kit. the
early Glympic used Riley 1.S nanning gear althnugh the live
rear asle was suspended nn cnil springs. Thnrnttghly
practical and safe {there was a built-in crash hnnpi. an
Ctlympic is still a sensible btty fnr a cnllectnr with litnited
resnurces.

I‘--I ‘I I
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at-trait. Glyrnpit in tat
Olympia II, ‘I Q53-TO. Prod: apprnat 250. imprnved
in detail with hetter access tn the engine bay and third ‘dnnr’
at the rear. the Mk II switched frnm BMC tn Fnrd cnmpnnents.
Base engine was the Cnrtina unit. the frnnt suspensinn was
changed frnnt BMC It]-1'S1tIt1“l bars tn Herald cnils and dnuhle
wishhnnes and there were disc lttralies nn the frnnt. In 1905
Rnchdale stnpped supplying cnmplete kits but. until l9?2.
still snld cnmplete bndyr'chassis units—abnut a hundred nf
these were snld.

Oiyrnpit ||. 19453

OCKEFELI- EE IUSA)
A fnur-seat spnrts car with fibreglass bndy. a Fnrd ‘J8 engine.
and Fnrd suspensinn. A tnp speed nf 100mphf'1(i-0kmh was
claimed. The cnmpany came and went in 1955.

IIOMANELLI t<:t>_t\it
An unsuccessful I 197111 attetnpt tt t market an ath"at'|t'et.l spntts
car with a fibreglass bndy and a liespnke ti-litre it'll et‘tgit‘te
which was claimed tn give Sltthhp antl, tlriving thrttugh a
bespnke five-speed gear l"tt'tI-ti. ltt give Lt ltiyt .sy1t.*t't.l til
205111ph.t’52Skn1h. it is difficult tn assess hnw serinus this
prniect was. fnr the car never appearetl.

RO (GB)
Basic. brutal. beautifully built. the t~tt.tttart ‘t‘1L'l-33 tlates frnm
19815. It had a backbnne space frame. altttninittm hntly
panels. jaguar suspensinn and either a sis-cylinder tir ‘till
_laguar engine. A serinus piece nf tn:tt"hinery. antl nne nf the
vety few cars snld as kits whiclt merit the tertn 'tlesirah1e‘-

ROYAL! [USA]
Frnm 1973. this cntnpany matle t.'ti|‘ties tif the Bugatti Type
35 and lvlercedes-Benz SS nn \.‘\.‘t' Beetle tittnrparts. Frnnt-
engined esamples using linrtl ltintti ettmpnnents were alsn
listed and. in 1977. a plastic cnpy tif the liugatti Rnyale was
made with Glvl running gear.
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Linceln-engined Rayaie Ra-aclster

II-SPORT [Ul
In 1955 and 1956 the Llntguayan impnrter nf Renault cars
made a few dnaen spnrts cars ttsing Renault -tt'I\.' et impt inents
in a lncally-built chassis tnpped by a fihreglass ht ttly.

IIIIF (D)
Tn call Altltls Rufa eusttuniser tif lit tt'scl‘te.‘- is tn state tl‘te tt't.tll‘t.
but nnt the whnle tnath. Althnugh Rufdnes wnrl-; tin ltnrseltes.
his cnnversinns are st t estensive that the German gnvemment
recngnises him as a tnanttfacturer in his tiv~.-"n right. and his
cars have distinct chassis plates. Rufs cnnversinn tif the
Pnrsche 911. fnr e:-tample. ltatl its ii litre engine l"tnretl nttt
tn 5.4 litres and. with twin tt||'ltneltargers. prnduct.-tl a tnighty
469hhp. This meant a verified tt tp speetl nf ittst nver .3 lt__tmph.--
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As Saab's advertising cnnstantly emphasises. the cnmpany is
really an aircraft manufacturer—it was fnunded in 19,5? with
state backing tn build defensive aircraft fnr the Swedish Air
Fnrce. Its ¿rst car. the 92. appeared in 1950 and used a DEW
twn-strnke engine. frnnt wheel drive and an aerndynamic
bndy. Frnm the very beginning Saabs were successful in
rallying. and its ¿rst victnry nccurred just twn weeks after
the marque was launched. Many majnr rally successes were
scnred until the end nf the 1960s but in mnre recent years
Saabs have hecnme the chnice nf the prnfessinnal persnn
whn wants snmething less bland than a BlvÀlf.

Sallllli ll/III, ‘I966-74. Prod: 10.219. The first
Snnnet was a cnncept car which did nnt reach prnductinn.
thus Saab's first spnrts car was the Snnnet 11. Launched with
the American market in mind. it had a 8-<l1cc three-cylinder
twn-strnke engine which. thanks tn a lnw pressure lubricatinn
system. wnuld run nn nrdinary pump fuel. Frnm 196'? the
1.5-litre Fnrd V4 engine was fitted and this raised pnwer frnm
60 tn 6‘5bhp. Frnm 19?0 the headlights retracted intn the
revised ¿breglass hndy (Snnnet I11). In the fnllnwing year a
?‘5bhp 1.7-litre engine was used and. thanks tn a 0.52 cd.
this versinn wnuld tnp the tnn. In 19?} American ‘impact‘
bumpers were fitted but sales were never high ennugh fnr
Saab tn essay a successnr.

Suubsonmrittltlll

S I I (USA)
Listed frnm 19?‘? tn the ntid-191-10s. this was a cnupe with a
¿breglass bn-dy and h-espnke chassis which used the running
gear nf the Opel GT.

l'll_ _—l_l_.-at-=

1930 Sttlblr GT

In nrder tn publicise its new range nf light cars made in
cnnjunctinn with Reliant in 1961. Autncars Ltd nf Haifa
created a fully-made Fnrd special using an LMB chassis and
an Ashley bndy. 1t was marketed by Reliant as the ‘E-iabre‘.
and the full stnry appears under ‘Reliant‘.

5'°l"'°P'°'°lYP°
SAFIR (GB)
Salir is the nnly maker nf Fnrd GT-40 replicas; the nthers are
cnpies nr fakes. The first was built in 1981. and in 1985-B6
Safir built a small series designated Mkll. They then had the
snle right tn use the name GT40. The chassis numbers fnllnwed
in sequence frnm the _[WAutnmntive prnduct. Sa¿r revised
the mndel and imprnved it in detail: the mnnnenque was made
in zinc cnated steel. fnr example. and the brakes were uprated;
fnr the rest its specificatinn was identical tn the Fnrd MRIII.
The Sa¿r is nnt tn be cnnfused with the many cnpies. which
tend tn have space frame. nnt mnnncnque. cnnstructinn.
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intrnduced in 1980. this was a slightly scaled dnwn cnpy nf
a Bugatti Type S5 spnns car. using the fnur-cylinder dnhc
Alfa Rnmen engine. in a chnice nf sizes. and Alfa Rctmen
mnning gear.



SO (F)
tlar making was a side line fnr Salmsnn. w ht ise mairt httsiness
was aern engines. Hnwever it had enjnyed great cnmpetitinn
success with its small cars in the 1920s. until the arrival nf
the MG it-litlget fundamentally changed its market. Frnm then
tin Salmsnn ct incentratetl nn stnall-capacity lusury cars and
when it fnlded it lttttl been making dnhc engines lnnger tltan
any nther maker. In l'9=i0 it tnade abnttt 5.llt’lt.l esamples nf
a pre-war design but fiscal measures intrnduced by the
French gnvernment saw sales dive. even thnugh a new car
was intrntlttcetl in l9S;i.

Salmsnn’s swan snng was the Z;‘i00S. an Italianate twn-
seat cnupd with a dnhc 2.31-litre fnur~cylinder engine which
delivered its ltlfibhp thrnugh a fnur-speed electrnmagnetically—
nperated tjlntal gearbna. Althnugh its chassis was
cnnventinnal. and the engine lacked lnw-speed tnrtjue. it had
escellent handling and perfnrrned well in natinnal and
lnternatinnal rallies. In l9‘.i’-’t it was jninetl by a cnnvertihle.

_|-I‘

Salmsan 23005 caupé

Lightly mndified versinns nfthe 2500S ran at Le Mans between
19SS and 195? but withnut distinctinn. The end nf the line
came in 1997-‘ when Saltnsnn was taken nver by Renault. by
which time it had built .22? esamples nf its last car.

In the classic tnnvie t'.’.a.et'hlrtiit‘ri. Claude Raines‘ character
was called ‘Renault’ and Sidney Greenstreet’s was ‘Ferrari’.
Sam was a small spnrts car made in Pnland between 1954
and 195-ft. A variety nf engines were used in the twelve cars
trtade. snme were tnntnrcycle units (Triumph. BMW etc}.
snme came frnm cars such as Fiat. Lancia. and IFA. Even
with the iiast-'93-‘est barriers dtiwn. at the time nf writing nn
sharper detail is available.

i “O OOD AUTO O'l'IVE (GB)
This shnrt-lived nutfit nf the early 1980s resurrected the
practice adnpted by all pre-war makers nf quality cars nf
prnviding nnly a rnlling chassis. It was a backbnne affair
which was fitted witlt an Alfasud engine. ntnunted amidsbips.
with independent suspensinn all rnuntl.

SBARRG

SA TA (BR)
Frnm l9T*’T»’ this cnmpany nffered a fibreglass 3+2 cnupe using
a lncally built t'i.l-litre straight-sis (ll‘tevrnlet engine in a
Chevrnlet llnnrpan.

Santa Matilda SM 4.1 cabriolet and caupé. 1954

SBARIIO (CH)
Frnm 19?1. Francn Sbarrn ltas made a wide variety nf eantic
cars. each in small numbers. His first effnn was a rnad—gning
cnupe hased nn the Lnla ’l’T"’0 Grnup F cttr. with a Saislitre
Chevrnlet VS. This was fnllnwed by the ‘Tiger’. a car whnse
styling was inspired by the Pnrsche 91?. but which was
pcrtvered by a t’i.f'i-litre Mercedes-Bertr-: ’v’S. and the ‘Stash’
series nf 3+2 mid—engined cnupes antl npen cars. which all
arrived in 19135.
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Micl-engine-t:| 6.3-litre S-laarra Tiger

IPFB Sbarra Stash



SBARRG

At first the Stash was nlfered witlt twin :"'~ISl’ "t‘t’.-"at‘tl-tel engines
nr a superchargetl 'v"t"i-" lit-lt’.t engine. but nther cars in this family
have been pt iwered by sis nr eight-cylinder Mercetles-Bena
engines. The Stash HS used a shnrtened antl mndified
flnnrpan frnm the ivlercedes ti‘?-0SBl. h.9 and had all-
intlepentlent suspensinn. lts t’iSjl~-tcc ‘t.-"B engine delivered its
.iil'lhl1ltp thrnttgh a three-speed M-B autnmatic transmissinn.
and gave a claimed tnp speed nf 1ti9tnpli.--"Eatlktnh.

In 1‘~.1-.=’,’i Sbarrn alsti prnt.lt|cet.l a clnse fibreglass cnpy nf
the Bil-'l"~.‘I1-" 52$ which. in standard fnrm. was based nn a
reinfnrced as-tw fill’: llnnrpan bttt it was spniled by having
inapprnpriate wheels and tyres. In this fnrm. a tnp speed nf
llatnplt.--"ll-lttktnlt was claimed httt variants cnuld be had
which ttsed nther 5 Series flnnrpans and the ‘America’ versinn
tbased nn the ll?v'l'~.‘v’ 352%} hatl a claitnetl tnp speed nf
l3Enipli.-"’2l£kitilt.

BMW 328 cepy by Slztarra

Sbarrn has alsn made cnpies nf the Fnrd GT~‘i0 and snme
nf these seem tn have been cunfttsed with the real thing.

Apart frnm ntndilied versit ins nf prt iductit in salnnns. lttrcurinus
t.'Jl’T*1’t.Ili1£1 vehicles and even electric cars. Sbarrn has alsn made
a cnpy nf a Bugatti Rt iyale t i9?9t with twin Rnver VB engines.
and a cnpy nf the l't-lercetles-Bent: SAGE 119311 with a S-litre
Chevrnlet 1.-‘R. Typical nf Sbarrn’s estranrdinary nne-nffs which
draw the crnwds at the Geneva Mntnr Shnw and dntm up
business wasa tinyt 10ft lnnglcarwhich lnnked like a shrunken
and stttnnthed Renault Ti. but was pnwered by twn Kawasaki
Z1 500 sis-cylinder engines which gave a nnminal 2ti0bhp and
meant that the car had a hetter ptiwter.t"wt-ight ratin than a
lhnrscltt: Turhn. Ferrari 1111512 nr Lamhnrghini Cnuntach!

Since then Sbarrn has nperated as a cnnstnactnr nf ‘nne-
nff custnmised lusttry vehicles accnrding tn plans discussed

ties Sb-arra Cl'tllll0I‘lQ8

with its clients’. hit: twn ears. thereft:-re. are identical and the
nearest thing tn a prnductinn spnrts car made by the cnmpany
in the late 191!-ll_ls was the ’C.l‘tallenge’. a w-'et.lge-sltttpt'tl cnupe
based nn the llnrsche 91 I. althnugh nther tt‘|echanical bases
and chassis etiultl alsn be specified. By l99t’t the tlhallenge
lll was fitted with an enlarged t 5.5 litret ltnrsche engine
whiclt prnmised 1-Sliltttplt.--"£9111-ttttlt fnr cttstnmers in a pnsitinn
tn write a sis-figure cheque.

SCEPTIIE (USA)
A tttrn key ‘nnstalgia’ c.ar intrnduced in 19TH. the Sceptre had
a fibreglass bt:tr.ly‘ inspired by the Alfa Rnmen Bil-E9111}, fitted
tn Mercury Cnugar chassis- llnwer came frnm a n.(i-litre
Mercury VS engine and variants included a 3+2 and a cnupe.
Tnp speed was claitttetl tn be 1£Sn‘tpit.---"'E00k|ttl‘t.

SCIIEIB (D)
191-10s maker nf a dreadfttl cnpy nf the it-1G Tl} which ttsed
either ‘v"~t-ti’ Beetle nr as-tw ntnning gear; a ‘lilt-"l’t‘t-’ 52.8’ twith
a Blylllti-’ engine ’t; a ‘Mercedes-Bena SS’ tnn a Beetle flnnrpan l;
and a ‘Mercedes-Bt.*n:t: 3.EllS’. althnugh why anynne vvnult.l
want tn cnpy that is a mystery.
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S-cl1ai1:|”s ‘I205 cabriolet’. 19511

$c|tu|.z (0)
A 1980s mndifier and custnmiser nf cars frnm Mercedes-
Bena.

SCM MOTORS (USA)
A late 19S0s nutfit dedicated tn taking new Chevrnlet
Cnrvettes tthe cntnpany stressed that the Chevrnlet wananty
was unaffected} and cnnverting them inlet ‘Chevrnlet
Culebras’. These were high quality evncatinns nf the Ferrari
Testarnssa but in npen fnrm.

SCO (F)
A twn-seat cnupe made hetween 19?S and 19T'l—l. it was mid-
engined. with a chnice nf Renault l.t’i- nr l-H-litre engines.



wl‘.tich were transversely tnnttnted. It had disc brakes. all
intlepentlent suspensinn. and a five-speed gettrlais.

SCOIIIIIILI. O'l'Oll$ (GB)
in l9BT. this cnmpany tnnk nver prndttctinn nf the it-'1FE
‘Magic’ ttjv It and re-engineered it tn take Fnrd Cnrtina ntnning
geat'.

SCOIIPIO (D)
A handsnme fibreglass twn-seat cnupe witlt gull-wing dnnrs.
hased t‘.tl’l ‘~.--‘Yti-" ntnning gear and tnade hetween 19?9 and 191-ll .

£O_llPlOlll (GB)
The Senrpinn was a neat mid-engined cnupd which arrived
in 1993. huilt by a cnmpany that was in difficulties the
linllntvving year when it was hit by VAT. l’)esigned by Tnm
Rilleen. whn was respnnsible fnr a nutnher nf specials. the
first Sct trpinn had a tt1bularl’rame. allsindependent suspensinn.
998cc ltnp mechanicals. retractable headlights and gull-wing
dnnrs. Befnre the events nf 197,5. it seemed tn l‘tave a gnnd
chance nf survival since the Ginetta G15 and Clan Clrusader
were bntlt tlning well—it detracts nnthirtg frnm a fine design
that it was hurt by esternal circumstances. A revisetl versinn
had a steel nit:-nt:tt.'t1~t;jtte and annther cnmpany was fnnned
tn press ahead but it failed in 19Tt“’.i. l.ater the design was
available as the ‘lvlirage’ kit car and since then it has emerged
perindically under varinus nther natttes.
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19?3 Scarpian caupé

SCORPION (GB)
An early 19%-lt_ls ¿breglass cnpy nf the MG TF based nn a
Triumph Spitfire chassis.

SELTZEII (USA)
intrnduced in 1998. the Seltzer ‘Willnw-" was a mid—engined

q

Seltzer Willaw. I980

SERENISSIAAA

kit spnrts car using a E-litre Fnrd Pintn engine. with disc
brakes all rnund. ’l’riumph Spitfire l’rnnt suspensinn antl ‘v"t‘=t"—
linrsche rear sttspensinn.

SE (GB)
Designed by an es-T‘v’R engineer. and having sntnething nl
the 19S0s T‘v’R Grantttra abnut it. the Sl:’.M ‘Saiga’ was first
shnwn in 1989. Under the rather unbalanced bntly was a
space frame waiting tn take Fnrd tllnrtina running gear.

sum tr)
Made in small nutnbers hetween 1959 and 1961. the Sera
was a twn seater. nffered as a rag tnp nr as a cntlpe. with a
fibreglass l‘.'vndy nn a shnrtened Panhard llnnrpan.

The Panltarcltlaasecl Sara. I959

SEIIAPII (GB)
The cnmpany was fnunded in the early 19B0s by jnhn
Grnssart. fnnnerly chief design engineer nf Girling. and
Seraph’s first car was the ‘SS’. This had a mid-mnunted Lntus
Twin-tflam engine in a cnmples space frame. with equally
cnmplicated suspensinn. which was l’ine nn the circuits but
did nnt make fnr a practical rnad car. Frnm this sprung the
11S and 215 mndels. the fnrr'ner using fnur-cylinder Fnrd
engines. the latter a Fnrd ’v’b—a tnp speed nf up tn
1-‘i0n1pl1.»"’2.’?.Skrt"tl"t was claimed fnr this versinn. Frnnt
suspensinn was frnm the Fnrd tlnrtina. the live rear asle was
lncated by dnuble radius amts and a Panhard rnd. and the
space frame derived frnm the SS. A handsnme fibreglass
cnupe bndy cnmpleted the plnt. Rnad hnlding was said tn
be nutstanding. Seraph alsn made a Fnrd-snurced versinn nf
the Bnnitn. The cnmpany was gnne by the end nf 1986.

Sill! ISSI (l)
What is it abnut spnrts cars which makes penple lnse all
reasnn? Cnunt “v‘nlpi had becnnte a laughing stnck when his
amhitinus ATS Fnmtula 1 team. which was set up tn
nverthrnw Ferrari. failed ignnmininusly. Many penple wnuld
take up breeding budgies al’ter that bttt nn. in 1965 "v’nlpi
was thre.-wing gt ind mnney aher bad as he revived the ATS



lucrative ‘add nn’ perfnrmance market) and by the American
gnverntnent thrnugh its emissinn and safety laws—in 19Tt’1
the tnnst pnwerful Fnrd Mustang had 5T0l1thp. three years
later the mnst ptiw-'erfttl Mustang had 105-bhp bttt tnnst had
nnly S¿bhp.

SIII l.DO l'lI.IIlS'l' (GB)
A shnrtened ’v"tItl Beetle flnnrpan with a chnice nf fibreglass
cnpies nf the nriginal Pnrsche and the 55b Speedster was
nffered in 19S-‘i. In the satne year the cnmpany listed the
‘Mnngnnse’. a kit which nriginated in America and which
cleverly cnmhined the essence nf a 1950s Fnrd cnupe and
the Lntus Seven. Sheldnnhttrst alsn ntade a Fnrd Granada-
snurced Cnbra cnpy and a _laguar-based fibreglass cnpy nf
the RK120. The cnmpany fnlded in 198?’ but the Cnbr-.;t prnject
was taken nver by Brightwheel tqvl which had been a
Sheldnnhurst agent.

SI'l I.l. I.I.EY OTORS (USA)
A 1980s maker nf a £’Jnl:ira iil? cnpy with a fibreglass and
Kevlar bndy. a chnice nf Fnrd nr _laguar suspensinn and a
range nf VB engine nptinns.

SI! ‘I’ (I)
The Spcieta ltaliana Applicazinne Transli irrrtazit zine Autt ]I1Tl-It ibilistiche
was fnunded in 192f.i by an amateur racing driver called
Ginrgin Atnbrnsini and. as the name implies. it tuned cars
and snld perfnrmance etjuipment. Fiat prnducts naturally
received tnnst attentinn and a particularly pnpular line was
an nltv cnnversinn fnr the Fiat Tnpnllnn.

In 194B SIATA shnwed the ‘Bersaglieri’. a tnid-engined
three-seat spnrts car t with the driver in the middlel which
had a tubular frame. a SIATA dnhc fnur-cylinder T”‘_"illcc engine
largely made frnm aluminium. a twn-speed rear asle. and

‘H’ -L--.

“'1. -I

Siala Amica. ‘I950. had Fiat 500 pawar

independent suspensinn all rnund by cnil springs and dnttble
wishhnnes. It appears that it did nnt reach prnductinn. nr it
snld nnly in tiny numbers. and the first pnpular mndel was
the Amica. This was a handsnme twn seater with a full width
bndy. available as an npen car nr a cnupe. which used Fiat
suspensinn nn a tubular frame (independent frnnt by
transverse leaf spring and lnwer vvisbbnnes: quarter elliptics
and a live asle at the rear} and Fiat S110 engines in varinus

.| .__‘

_ SIATA

states nf tttne. including :.t Ebbhp ?Sllt.'t: versinn. A special
cnmpetitinn versinn nf the Amica wnn the Italian Mntnr
Racing Cbampinnship in l9=tS.

19511 saw the little cnmpany link up with Fiat in nne nf
the first esamples til’ what became a regular Fiat plny: a small
cnmpany was encnuraged tn use Fiat cnrrtpnnents tn fill
niches which were tnn small andrnr specialised fnr the giant.
Thus came the ‘fitaina’ which used Fiat 1400 running gear.
again tuned and available in npen nr cnupe l’nnns. nr with
an nptinnal 1.5-litre engine: anti the l’nllnvving year saw the
‘Rallye’. a spnrts car which cnpied the l"vlG Tl}. and which
was alsti based nn the Fiat 14110. The Iltaina and Rallye stayed
in prnductinn until 19Sl-1. Frnm 1951 SIATA had nffered an
nptinnal five—speed gearbns nf its nwn tlesign.
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1951 Eiiala Daina caupé with Farina body
i -

‘t ”“" sttntt‘ Ralyu. 19:-t
Every spnrts car maker eyed the American market and in

1952 SIATA began tn btiild cars with American engines. There
was an Amica fitted with a ’.?20cc tjrtisley engine. and a large
cnupe. the ‘America’. whiclt used the Chrysler ‘hemi—head’
‘v’B in a tubular frame with independent ttirsitin bar frnnt
suspensinn. and a de Etinn rear asle. 1952 alsn saw a SIATA
versinn nf the Fiat Sly’. with a ‘v’ignale hndy twith pnp-up
headlights. and available as a mg tnp nr a cnupel and a fives
speed gearbns whiclt was snld as the SIATA 201-l and stayed
in prnductinn until 1955.
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The Chrysler-m-ginncl Si-ala America
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lslnne nf these cars snld in any great numbers and. apan
frnm a tttinicar called the Mitzi. SIATA thereafter cnncentrated
nn building cars based nn the Fiat (1110 and Fiat 1100. with
particular emphasis nn the latter. Frnm 19S-4 the cnmpany’s
main seller was the 1100- 105 fastback cnupe. whiclt had the
Fiat engine tweaked tn give Sabltp. Frnm then nn SlA’l’A
built mndified Flats which snmetimes had special bndies.

In 1999 SIATA jnined fnrces with Abartb tn fnrm a new
cntnpany called Siata-Aharth. but nn jnint-venture mndels
catne frnm this and the twn martjues cnntinued tn sell their
nwn mndels. The arrangement ended in 1901 when SIATA
became Siata-Autn. whiclt tended tn ct incentrate nn the Fiat
13100 and l*"il.l0 mndels. Mnst Siatas thus made were tuned
and mndified versinns nf the standard fnur-seat salnnn. but
a very handsnme GT bndy was alsn available.

The last Siata was the ‘Spring’ nf 1968. a parndy nf the
MG Tl’) nn a Fiat SSOS llnnrpan which was available in varinus
states nf tune. It was nne nf the cnmpany’s biggest sellers
but the cnmpany fnlded in 19710. The Spring was revived by
GRSA in 19*7':1.
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Siata Spring. I970

SIINNA (GB)
A late 1980s manufacturer nf Lamhnrghini Cnuntach cnpies.

Sll-l'lOlIE'I"I‘E (GB)
A twn-seat fibreglass cnupe nf 19?0. based nn a V"ilZ=‘ Beetle
flnnrpan. It featured an estranrdinary interinr ¿nish called

"v’elvetes. which was claimed tn he waterprnnf and snund
absnrbent. At first tttade with cnnventinnal dnnrs. a 19?]
gull-wing versinn was called the ‘Zagarnff’. and three were
espnrted tn Italy. Twelve were made befnre the prnject
fnlded in 19T.1.

I970 5-ilhatlottu

SIMCA (F)
Fnunded in 1954 tn make Fiats under licence in France. Simca
snnn began tn establish a distinctive identity thrnugh a link
with Amedee Gnrdini. whn.se heavily mndified Simcas tnnk
five class wins at Le Mans befnre the War. in 1951 the ¿rst
Simca-designed car. the Arnnde. appeared {althnugh its
engine derived frnm the 193? Fiat "505-ll and this snld nver a
millinn esamples. On the back nf this success. Simca bought
a number nf its rivals. including Talbnt and Ftird France. hut
Chrysler tnnk a cnntrnlling interest in 1965. It was renamed
Chrysler in 1996 antl Talbnt in 19?9. after Feugent tnnk nver.
After 19R1 nnt even this name survived.

Ilgllf Sport, ’I OI-B-S6. Pro-tl.-—. This was perhaps
the mnst handsnme car tn be nffered by a mass prnducer at
the time. but then the cnupé and cnnvertihle bndies were
bttilt by Facel Metallnn under licence frnm Pinin Farina and
clnsely resembled Farina’s bndies fnr Cisitalia and Maserati.
Originally its running gear was l’rnm the Simca-built Fiat 1100.
but with a "50bhp high cnmpressinn engine. One wnn its
class in the 1949 Alpine Rally. ln 1951 it received the running
gear nf the 122lcc Arnnde. tngether with cnil spring and
dnuhle wishbnne frnnt suspensinn. and was restyled with
mnre glass. wire wheels. a less curvy cnupé bndy. a distinctly
American grille and frnnt bumper treatment. but the
cnnvertihle was drnpped.

Simca Eight Sport. nan

llbllt It ’| 95T-O2- Prod: 11.560. Perhaps
best described as a twn-seater rather than a true spnrts car.



the Gceane taka Flein Ciell was available as a cnupe nr a
cnnvertihle. The big valve versinn nfthe lE90cc engine gave
5?hl1p but later cars had a revised five main hearing engine
which gave fiabltp in 1901 and T='0l"ihp in 1902. lts mechanical
specificatinn was fairly mundane but it snld nn its rnid-
Atlantic styling. cnu rtesy nl’ Facel.

Arancle Daéana canvartiltl-ti. 19.59

’| OOO CÀllp¿, '| QOZ-OTH Prod: 10.011. Simca’s 1000
salnnn was uglier than a car has a rigltt tn be. but Bertnne
waved a magic wand and transfnrmed it intn a crisp 2+2
cnupe. ’l’he 52bhp fnur-cylinder engine wnuld prnpel this
little car tn 9t’lniple"145kntlt. and disc brakes nn all fnur
wheels wnuld bring it back tn rest withnut fuss. An Aharth
versinn with a 1.5slitre dnhc engine was alsn available.

 

F, .
. I Ii

'i 

13 59132

Simaa 1000 Caupé

'I ZOOS, ’| Q61-11 'I Prod: 14.471. This mndel had the
shape nf 1000 cnupe with a stranger frnntal treatment and
lnuvres in the hnnt. The engine was enlarged tn 1204cc and.
witlt l-l5l*.thp. tnp speed increased tn just nver the ‘tnn’
althnugh this was stretching the chassis’ capabilities. Like the
1000 cnupe it was snld nnly as a left hunker. there was an
Aharth versinn and. unfnrtunately. it was prnne tn rust.
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I I Oil! (GB)
Singer ntnved nn frnm bicycles and tri-cars tn becnme a
‘prnper’ car maker in 1905. went intn receivership in 190B.
was revived in 1909. and then snldiered nn as a small-tn-
medium cnmpany with its nwn niche in the British tnntnr
industry. In 1955 it began tn make sports cars and at ¿rst these
did well. Then in the 19.55 Tnurist Trnphy the wnrks Singers
all suffered steering failure and phntngraphs nf the crashed
cars went arnund the vvnrld. This was a setback tn the
eapanding cnmpany and stiles dipped. but Singer survived.

After the War it revived its range. which was bland. and
fnr a time it nffered snme spnrting cars. These were shnrt-
lived and Singer decided tn cnntest a market sectnr which
Rnver alsn targeted. Singer tried hard. it was nne nf the few
British cars nf the time with an nverhead camshaft. and the
‘Hunter’ versinn nf its base salnnn was admired fnr its
handsnme bnnnet mascnt and metallic paint. Annther
variatinn brnke new grnund by being nffered withnut a spare
wheel because. it was said. the new breed nf tubeless tyres
was sn reliable that there was nn point in ¿tting a spare. A
frivnlnus accessnry. in the shape nf a dnhc cylinder head
made in cnnjunctinn with HRG. did nnt see prnductinn.

At the end nf 1955 Singer was taken nver by the Rnntes
Grnup and was snnn being snld as an up-market Hillman.
The Singer name later appeared nn Chrysler cars. but when
it disappeared in 19?0 the decisinn did nnt bring Singer
nwners rinting in the streets; by then it had becnme nn mnre
than a badge. and by the time it was drnpped nnhndy wanted
tn wear the badge.

IIIIII llaacllltar/Ilaadilar 4-I./Iaacllhr -I-ll,
‘I 939-49,! I 949-50] ‘I 95'! -52.. P¿fld: 2500;‘
33901’1000. A fnur-seat rag tnp with little tn cnmmend it. this
mndel snld vigctrnusly until 1952 simply because Singer was
able tn ezplnit a sellers’ market. All had a 1047’cc snhc fnur-
cylinder engine which delivered a mighty ft¿bltp thrnugh a
three-speed gearbns. During the mndel ’s life there were detail
changes tn the speci¿catinn (snme cars had nverriders nn the
bumpers. fnr esamplel but the nnly signi¿cant mnve was nn



SINGER

the sltnrt-lived Rnadster -tAB when the nld frnnt beam asle
gave way tn cnil spning independent suspensitm. If anynne
tells ynu that he was esceeding T-'0mph in nne nf these. he
is sbnnting a line.

%/'f...'

"I946 Singer Nina Ila-adstar

SM Rnadster, ‘I951-55. Prnd: 3440. The SM
Rnadster was a 4A B fitted with the shnn-strnke snhc 1497-*’cc
SM engine and hydrntttech brakes. 1955 saw a 5t-lhhp twin-
carburetter nptinn and alsn its release nntn the hnme market.
Mnst desirahle. and mnst rare. nf all pnstwar Singers are the
Bertnne-l"intliet.l SM Rnadsters whiclt the Atnerican impnrter
had created.
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Singar SM! faiiacl ta pleas:

SE1... 1953. Prod: 6. A variatinn nf the SM Rnadster
with smaller wheels. a staid envelnping style arid. nn snme
cars. a fibreglass bndy—this was the first time this material
was ttsed by a mainstream manufacturer in Eurnpe.

SI (GB)
Ftittntled by f‘s’"eville ’1’rickett. between 1969 and 1976 Siva
made a wide range nl’kit cars including buggies. ‘Edwardian’
cars. runabnuts and ‘Muke’ style vehicles. 19?l saw the arrival
nf the S100 GT. a handsnme and rnuch imitated gull-wing
cnupé based nn ’v"tli" running gear. The fnllnwing year. and
nnt lnng bel’nre the energy crisis. saw the S550 GT which
had a similarly styled bndy but it incnrpnrated a mnnncnque
antl had a mid-mnunted 5.5-litre Chevrnlet ‘v‘8 engine. In the
circumstances it is nnt surprising that few were made. The
handsnme and futuristic Saluki cnttpe. based nn V‘t’ti" running
gear. came in 14175. There was a dnwnturn in the market fnr
kit cars and Siva fnlded three years later.

Siva 5530 GT. I9?’2. with mittlsltips VB

5 ll)
Maker between 196? and 1990 nf the ‘Sirin’. a mid-engined
twn-seat ctiupt’: using a tuned t150hhpt Gennan Fnrd 20M
‘J4 engine.

O'l'O E (GB)
Frnm 19S4 this cnmpany made the ‘Milann’. a handsnme
fnur-seat fibreglass cahrinlet bndy designed tn rescue the
useable bits frnnt msted Alfa Rnmen G’l"'v’s. nt’ which there
was nn shenage. The l‘int.ly was inspired by Fininfarina’s
191-10 esercise nn the _laguar RJS. The ‘Spnrtiva’ nf 1986 was
a twn-seat versinn nf the ‘Milann’.

SKODA (CS)
Sknda was fnunded in the 19th Century and became nne
nf Eurnpe’s largest armaments manufacturers. Car
prnductinn began in 1925 but until the Secnnd Wnrld War
prndttctinn figures were relatively small and never
esceeded the 4-452 cars nf 193?. After the ‘War the cnmpany
was natinnalised and became Czechctsl-avakia’s main mntnr
manufacturer: Skeda prnduced the bread and butter cars
while Tatra made the prestige vehicles fnr the use nf Party
functinnaries and the like.

During the pnstwar period. Skeda twice nffered mndels
which passed fnr spnrts cars behind the lrnn Curtain: the
1100 Rnadster nf 194B and the twn-seat Felicia cnnvertihle
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¿ne uf lwu IlÀÀcc Sltocl-ti 4405 filled with ¿breglass bodies [by Karissa}
in 1956 for nctinn-ul rallies

made hetween 19% and l9{1I*'l. Under their different hndies
hnth ears were fundamenta|l';.r the same: hnth had a hael-;l?.unne
ehassis. all-independent suspensinn lay transverse leaf
springs and swing asles. and a frnnt mnunted liiur-cylinder
nhv engine. The lltjlÀ Rtittelster had a 52hhp 1["JHEJee engine.
the Felieia had a ":iUhhp 1L‘2lee versinn nf the same design.

The requirements nf the Cnnttnunist regime meant that
5knda's engineers nperated under set.-“ere ennstraints. hut
when allnwed a little lieenee they enuld respnnd. as shnwn
la}-' the rally versinns tif their murtdane salnnrts and lay att
advaneetl dnhe llllllee spnrts raeer which was ntacle in 1958.

SKOIIPION (USA)
Mattie hetween 1950 and 1955 the fil~:nrpinn hegan as a simple
twn-seat h-nt.l§.-' fitted tn a lnwered Crnsleja ehassis. in this
fnrm it was availahle as a kit fnr S-'iri5. nr enmplete fnr $1 201'].
Snnn custnmers enuld speeif';.-' Mn-rris Minnr. Renault AICV. tir
Fnrd V-H-nil engines. the latter heing a 2.2.-litre side-valve
unit. The ‘Super’ nf 195.91 used a eut and shut Studebaker

 i*

xi1 H use looking was
Slterpiun

SOUTHEASTERN REPLICARS

Champinn ehassis with a ehniee t_i¿-itttdeba ker nr Fnrd engines.
The piek nf the hunch was the Fnrd V8 in a Crnsley ehassis.

S I IE [USA]
Shnrt-lived 1955 attempt tn market a twn-seat spnns ear using
the Kaiser Henry_] ehassis and snme nf the lnwer hndy panels.
Althnugh the styling was nnt speeial. unusually fnr the time
there were sueh safety features as seat helts. a padded
dashhnard and reeessed knnhs wltile. at a tnueh nf a huttnn.
the hard tnp swung intn the hnnt.

SOMMEII {D|<]
In the early 1E}H[ls, C). 1F'=nn"|nter Ar-“H nf Denmark enmhined
with BRA nf Britain, tn re-engineer the latter's Cnhra enpy
tn take Vnlvn 240 Turhn running gear. The fully assemhled
result. the '(JSear‘. snld fnr a massii.-'e ti-2*'~i.0t'.I-O in 1985.
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Sornmar OS-cur

SORIIELI. (USA)
Late 1_95l]s maker nf ehassis frames and fihreglass hndies
designed tn aeeept tlnmestie running gear.

~15?
195550-rr:ll5R-IDD

S [F)
This ¿rm was fnunded in 1969. and mnst nf its nutput was
heaeh buggies and enm-'ersinns nf mass-prnduced salnnns.
It did. hnwes-'er. essay the LM2. a twn-seat npen ear nr enupé
hased nn a mndified ‘WW Heetle flnnrpan whieh was still in
prnduetinn in 15191.’).

SOUTHEASTERN n:r|.|e i (us/at
Maker sinee 197? nf cnpies nf ears sueh as the 1928 Stuta
Blaek Hawk. the Ctirtl H151-I and the Auhurn Speedster. These
were hased nn t.'tintett1pnrat1,.-' Arrleriean lttiainly GM)



SOUTHEASTERN REPLICAFES

llnnrpans and eame witlt a high level nf eqttiptttent. The
Httltr. !*ipeedster was mnre faithful tn the nriginal. in that its
ehassis was a reprnr.luetinn nf the 1935-l ear. althnugh the
‘hnat-tail" I".-trr.l~_»; was in l'ihreglass- ‘wiitli a —i.‘)-litre Fnrd sis ta
ttuek engine l it had a t.'laimt.*r;l tnp speed til‘ 1 lfittiph»-' It-lfikttth.
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Southeastern Replicas Speedster, WED

!'_oOl.l‘l'l'lI IIOADC F'I' (GB)
Fr-:m‘| IUH-t HR made a fihreglass t'.lnhr;t 1.1::-t'i*_»,' and. in 193?.
added the fill 1-'13 F-p'_l't.li.*r. This was st'_t*let.l after the Ferrari
ti.’-:.u,-"tiirtti ."‘i[Tf,*LlL*I‘ and used _laguar Fl.“-I enmpnnents.

souni s1" IIEPLICAS (gag
Ftittnded in l*.T'1"l"rJ as a kit ear huild sertriee. this enmpany
at‘|nnut‘|t'ed the Httntlitrs T";_.-'pe UL) in IE“-}9l:l. lt was a faithful
r.*t:-|n}.' til‘ the l'iJt’i2 Lntus .25 spnrts-raeer :n'ailahle as a kit nr
enntplete- There were a numher nf engine nptinns up tn the
Lntus Twin (lam unit and. althnugh mainly." intended fnr kit
ear r:.u.'ing. a rnad gning versinn was atxailalrle.

sovm@
is-'l;tl-ter nf l'rnnt-engine-:.l. frnnt wheel dri'-.'e. fihreglass enupes
hetween lklf¿ and lUhH. The eustnnter had a L‘l"lt]lI.'.'t;'* nf Renault
engines hetween H"it}ee and l_-iUl'.l-:.‘t.' ilE.l}tnplt..-’ lll¿litnlt was
elaimed with the latter unit) and suspensinn was independent
all rnund lw tnrsinn hars.
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OTOIIS (GB)
This was the last knnwn maker tin 1‘J‘1J{H nf the Rh-lit t-aka
Tl»-ll Kientrg. a kit ear etip},-' nl' the It-"l(i TF.
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SPARKS (USA)
An tiiutragentls nnstalgia ear first shnwn in 1'1)?-ill: the Sparks
was a 1'iJf_’>'l.ls rnadster pastiehe huilt as a turn key.-' ear and
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Spurlu Turbo Phaeton, I980
was tiffered in a litttited editinn tif jllll. It was hased tin a
Cadillac lln-nrpan. huilt tif steel. with a [1-litre "UH engine
lturhneharger nptinnal}. and featured a runthle seat and a
remt wahle hartltt zip.

SPAR‘! (GB)
Fnunded in 1*_1)'.-“'5 and still aetii.-'e in 19‘-Jil. Hpartan has heen
an immensely-' sutjeessful maker nf kit ears—-nver EGO
esamples have heen snld in 2'5 enuntries and there is an
enthusiastie trw-'ners' eluh. All have had the same hasie
‘traditinnal st}.-‘ling. whieh was designed arnund the
Triumph Herald ehassis. and this used a enmhinatinn ul
aluminium panels tn fnntt a settti-nit"innet._ique‘ eentral
seetinn. and fihreglass wings. A hespnke ehassis was
-.:.~l'fereLl frnm lif-"'='t. and a 2+3 versinn eame in l'§J?5t Mani’
different engines haixe l"s:en fitted hut Fnrd units l1El"|--'t.i' heen



SQUIRE SPORTS CARS

traditinnal ntanner with tttetal panels nn a wnnden frame. One
nf the h-est cnpies ever tttade. it ltas heen huilt in strictly litttited
numhens ant.l remains altttnst as rare as the nrigirlal Squire.

STA GUILLI I (I)
The father nf "v'ittnrin titanguellini was the ¿rst persnn in
Mndena tn nwn a car treg: it-IE1 1) and. given the fact that
Mndena is nnw synnnymnus with the mntnr car. it ntay cnme
as a surprise tn knnw that it was as late as 1910 when he
hnught it. The Stanguellini engineering cntn pany was fnttnded
in It-W9 hy ‘v'ittnrin's grandfather and hy the time ‘¿ttnrin tnnk
nt.-*er. in I93‘). the family httsiness included a Fiat agency.

‘v*ittnrin hegan tn mndify Fiats fnr cnntpetitinn. and was very
successful. In 1'-3158 he fnmted his nwn team. ¿qttadra
f'iutnguc*llini. and huilt a range nf Fiat—hased spnrts cars. nften
with very handsnme aerndynamic hndies. Fnr the rest nf his
manufacturing career Eitanguellini cnncentrated nn cnntpet itinn
cats httt iust after the Secnnd Wttrlcl War the cnmpany nffered
snnte rnad cars. In 1'94? cattte a fnur-seat herlinetta. witlt a
Iiertt me ht tdy and the tuned engine and running gear nf a Fiat
IIIIU in a tuhular eltassis. lt was alsn pnssihle tn nrder a 1.5-
litre versinn nf this engine. In 1948 a similar line was fnllnwed
in a twn-seat car hased nn the Fiat THU.
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A delightful Mu cl'Dru Stungu-ellini sports racer

By 195i} Stanguellini had made dnhc l‘I:tialhern'} versinns
nf the T‘?-Ucc‘ and 11l]{}cc Fiat engines; ntlhhp was claimed fnr
the smaller engine. Fitllihp fnr the 1100. hut it is likely that these
claims were esaggetatinns-—ltalian hnrses at the time were
usually nnt as strnng as hnrses frnm nther cnuntries. These
engines were availahle fnr rnad cars. and a few were httilt. hut
each was a hespnke car sn few generalisatinns apply. Fnllnwing
cnmpetitinn practice the chassis were rugged rather than
inventive (because there were a lnt nf rnad circuits in Italy with
cnhhle stnnes. manhnle cnvers and the like} and the usual
speci¿catitm included transverse leaf spring and lnwer
vvislthnne frnnt suspensinn with a live rear aide suspended nn
cnil springs. The ?=iOec Hialhern rnad ear was claimed tn dn
1l2tttpltt"IHOkttth. the lltl-[Ice versinn 13Utttplt.fI93knth.

Mnst ti-tanguellinis. ltnwever. were spnrts-racing cars
which were successful in Italy hut nnly rarely appeared
al"trnad—in the l9"iDs entrants nf small-capacity spnrts cars
tended play in their nwn hack yard. save fnr the ndd trip tn

Stunguellini nun B-erlinattu by Bertnne. rm
Le Mans. By the time suclt cars met ntnre nften nn the
lnternatinnal scene Lntus was in its stride and was dnminating
the 1'IIl'lJct." class.

I"-itanguellini received a secnnd wind when Fttrtttulttjttnitir
was annnunced in Italy in 195?. This was a single-seater
categnry using prnductinn engines and at first titanguellini
was very successful. gning nn tn make mnre than IOU
esamples nf its Fiat-hased frnnt-engined car. A Eitanguellini
wnn the first lnternatinnal Cltatttpinnsltip in 1959 hut. frnm
I96-O. the British Fnnttula_]uninr cnnstntctnrs were dnminant.
E-I-tanguellini struggled nn. ntalting ndd cnmpetitinn cars
tltrnuglt tn 191%. Thereafter it cnncentrated nn tuning
equipment and suhcnntract design fnr nther cnmpanies.
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S'I'AIlDIlS'I' (GB)
An uncnnvincing I990 plastic cnpy nf the ‘lnng nnseijaguar
D Type. using Fnrd Escnrt it-lkI..-"'2 cnmpnnents.
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5lItIl't:|l.lsI ‘U Type’, IPPU



STIMULA

the Opel Cnmmndnre. with a chnice nf 2.5- nr 2.8—litre
engines. set in a tuhular and bns; sectinn chassis. With the
larger engine. a tnp speed nf I24mphr’2[liJkmh was claimed.
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E¿mula 55 Series ll

STOR (USA)
A twn-seat spnrts car which cnmhined Bertnne bndywnrk
and a Z¿llhhp Dodge VS engine. It appeared in 1'5-J54 and it
is likely that nnly the prntntype was made.

STORY (USA)
This was an unsuccessful I950 attempt tn market a spnrts
car. Willys suspensinn was used nn a bespnke chrnme-
mnlyhdenum frame the rigidity nf which was aided hy steel
bndy panels welded tn it tn fnrm a semi-ttnitary cnnstructinn.
Lnw and handsnme. its styling was Italianate and it used a
tuned ( I l5hhp) 2.2-litre Fnrd V8-60 engine with Ciffenhauser
cylinder heads. A tnp speed nf 1D5mph_f 1?(}kmh was claimed.
the first car ntade fnund a ready huyer and a fnur-seater was
planned with tnrsinn har suspensinn and a cltnice nf larger
and mnre pnwerful engines. It seems. hnwever. that prnductinn
did nnt esceed the prntntype.
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I-I (l)
lntrnduced in 196?. the Strale was a fihreglass cnupe fitted
with a 6.5-litre Chrysler ‘Vii engine wltich. in tuned fnrm. was
claimed tn give the car a tnp speed nf ISUmphf290kmh. Few.
if any. were snld.

(USA)
Since the late 1960s Richard Straman has specialised in cutting
the tnps frnm cnupes tn make rag tnps. Prnvided that a car
has nnly twn dnnrs. Stcaman will cnnsider the prniect; his
mnst famnus cnnversinn was a Ferrari Testarnssa.

'I' BEETLE (GB)
Guess what running gear lies under this late-198135 cnpy nf
a Pnrsche 556 Speedster.

‘J

Street newt t.-stat Speedster
STROSEK (D)
A German custnmiser. wnrking mainly with Pnrsches.

S'I'llDE E (USA)
In I852 the Studehaker hrnthers set up in husiness as
hlacksmiths and wagnn makers and the firm*s ¿rst (electric)
cars appeared in 1902. Ely 1930 the marque was America’s
fnurth largest seller hehind Fnrd. Chevrnlet and Buick. That
pinnacle nf pnpularity was never repeated. hnwever. and after
the Secnnd Wnrld ‘War the cnmpany engaged in niche
marketing with particular emphasis nn ‘Eurnp-can‘ styling.
Based in Indiana. Studebaker was distant frnm the cnmpnnents
industry which was centred nn Detrnit. prnductivity at its main
plant was significantly lnwer than at thnse nf its rivals. the

The 1963 Studebaker lltvartti
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the Fnrd ~'t3(itict.* "v"i-i tn the Alpine I‘v’ and. wisely. he restricted
it tn the ‘cnnking' Iitvihltp versinn—after all the hasis nf the
c:.tr was still the Hillman Husky. The result was a car with
rack and pininn steering. a limited slip differential. and nearly
dntthle the Alpine"s pnvver. wlticlt ttteant Ilijtttplt.--"I'?.i.ikttth
and ll-(itltttplt in nine secnnds. The Tiger I was availahle in
liritain in l"~Jt’¿ hut the Tiger II. with Zhtiltltp -'i.i'-litre lump.
was snld nnly in the States- The Tiger was nnt sufficientiy
different frnnt the Alpine tn dn well. and it suffered frnm the
Alpine's lintp~wristed itnttge. hut it was a much under-rated
car. witlt Chrysler taking cnntrnl just as the Fnrd-engined car
was heing released. it is nnt surprising that its life was shnrt.
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1964 Sunbeam Tiger

§y can _( F)
intrnduced in l';Jt~iU and revised in l'l;l'l“i-4. the Sun Car Rnadster
was a 2+2 npen car with l95('is styling whiclt used frnnt
wheel drive and a 1ii“'-.‘»'T"t.'c Renault engine and drive train.
Cine was nnt fnrced hack in nne's seat when this heast was
under way.

._ _____ _._ 1
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5un Car Roadster, 'l?B-ll

Sll l.I'I' (GB)
Shnrt-lived t 19H5~i-i-iii attempt tn tttarket a fihreglass cnupé h-ndy.
nf Italian nrigin. using cnmpnnents frnm the. Fiat 500 nr I26.

SUPER O (GB)
A cheap Li-99 nn its intrnductinn in li)ft{i) and hasic kit car
cnnsisting nf a tuhular chassis and a simple fihreglass hndy
witlt cycle wings. Buyers added an nld Fnrd engine and
gearhns. and stirred. Ahnut twn hundred were snld in its five
year prnductinn. and snnte were even cnmpleted. It was alsn
knnwn as the ‘H-tm.'cien' and was made hy Super Accessnries.

SIITOI. (GB)
Late I’9i'ifJs cnpy nf the Lntus 25 spnrts—racer whiclt usually
used a ftittrcylittder Fnrd engine mated tn a ‘v"~Ji*' Beetle
gearhns. It was intended hntlt as a rnad car and fnr use in
kit c:.tr racing.

C (GB)
A hasic kit spnrts car nf the ntid~l98Us. the SVC Spectre had
a fihreglass hndy nn a space frame chassis witlt Ft trd Cnrtina
cnntpnnents and was nffered with engine nptinns up tn the
3.2-i-litre Fnrd Vii.

l.l.O (GB)
The Swallnw Cnachhuilding Ctimpany I 15155} Limited was
created hy ‘tiiiilliant Lynns. hut while his nriginal firm. Swallnw
Sidecars. hecame hest knnvt.-'n fnr its cars which featured
special bndies nn standard chassis. and develnped intn
_laguar. Swallnw Cnachhuilding tttade nnly sidecars. In 1945.
as part nf Lynns‘ pnstwar eitpansinn. it was snld tn Tuhe
Investntents hut in the 1950s the sidecar market declined.
Frank Rainhnw. an engineer with TI. was asked tn design a
spnrts car and ten mnnths after the request the ‘Dnretti' was
in prnductinn. Fnr a newcnmer it snld strnngiy. particularly
in Califnmia. sn tttuch sn that _|.tgtt.u' tnld TI tn chnnse
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hetween marketing a rival nr cnntinuing tn supply it with
cnmpnnents. Althnugh the Dnretti made a prnfit in its ten
ntnntlts nf prnductinn. it was nnt ennugh and Tl chnse tn
keep _] itguar lta ppy.

It 'I§5‘e55- Prod: Z76. Because the Dtiretti
used Triumph TR3 running gear it is snmetimes dismissed
as it re-hndied TR2 with inferinr perfnmtance. httt it was as
distinctive a car as. say. a TR-engined Mnrgan. A frame huilt
frnttt Reynnlds S51 tuhing was cnmpleted hy a handsnme
h-ndy witlt altmtiniunt panels nn a sheet steel inner skin. As
a hand-huilt. weil-equipped lfltlntpltfl¿tlkttth spnrts car the
Dnretti was a hargain despite lintited hnnt space. a result nf
the haste in which it had heen cnnceived. hut fitted luggage
cattte as standard and naturally it was made nf leather as
were mnst nf the car‘s trimmings. A secnnd ntndel. a 2+2
called the ‘Sahre'. was muclt mtire practical and was ready
fnr prnductinn ithree were made} when pnlitics killed the
prniect. Triumph was prepared tn take nver prnductinn hut
that plan fell tltrnttglt when the cnmp.any’s chairman was
serinusly iniured in a rnad accident.

SWIFT (GB)
A sltnrt-lived early I9BOs attempt tn market a high duality
1950s style spnrts car. The Swift F_] Z-iii) used a 2.8-litre Fnrd
‘V6 engine in it tnulti-tuhular hackhnne chassis and the hndy
was entirely nf aluminium. It was availahle in cnmpnnent
fnnn nr fully assemhled.
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| no sr-oars (ea)
In I986 this cnmpany hegan prnducing the "MPH" and the
'Brnnklands* wltich were snld under the marque name
‘Vincent’ (after their designer and first huilder. Martin ‘Vincent
and nnt tn he cnnfttsed witlt the cnntempnrary huilder nf
the ‘Vincent ‘Hurricane'I. Bnth were ¿breglass cnpies nf the
I954 Riley MPH. hut the Brnnklands had cycle mudguards.
There was a chnice nf Fnrd engines. frnnt suspensinn was
Triumph Spitfire and the live rear aide was Fnrd Escnrt. The
cnmpany alsti tnnk nver prnductinn nf the Sylva Leader SS
in 19i-i5. In I991 the Vincent MPH and Brnnklands were taken
nver hy llltwtirnik Engineering.

SYLVA (GB)
Jeremy Phillips. a structural designer. hegan marketing the
Vauithall~hased ‘Sylva Star‘ kit car in 198.2. Twn years later

SYLVA

he revised it and called it the "Leader" hut althnttgh he snld
ahnut ‘iil kits nf the twn types. he felt that the reitl market
was fnr a tttnre hasic citr and sti snld nn the prnject. which
hecatne knnwn simply as the ‘Leader'. It was tttade first hy
Swindnn Spnrts Cars and then. frnnt the end nf I990. hy
Rnhley Mntnrs.

Statting again frnm scti.ttch. Phillips prnduced the Sylva Striker
in I986. This basic little car is intended fnr hnth rnad and
cnmpetitinn and has scnred numernus wins in the 750 MC's Hit
Citr series. It was inined hy the ‘Cluhman's Mk4‘ in I988; with
an envelnping hndy and nn weather equipment. this is intended
primarily fnr cnmpetitinn. nf the ‘drive it tn the circuit‘ snrt.

Central tn the Striker range was a sturdy space frame ntade
nf square tuhing; nn the Mk 2 frnnt sttspensinn was inhnard
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by cnil springs and rncker arms; nn the Mk 3 it was cnil
springs and dnuhle wishhnnes using ‘Vauithali Chevette
uprights; either system was available nn the Mk A; all had
frnnt disc hrakes. A Ftird live rear aide twith dn..tm hrakes)
was suspended nn cnil springs and lncated by twin trailing
and leading arms and a Panhard rod. Mnst custnmers have
npted fnr It5EIOcc Fnrd crnss-Ànw engines hut Fiat units are
a pnpttlar alternative. Snme custntners have fitted Rnver VS
engines and nne had a tuned Alfa Rnmen Mnntreal unit. By
the end nf I990. alitiut BUG Strikers had been made. including
¿t) Cluhman versinns.



TSA SPORTS CARS

Tl SPORTS I (GB)
The maker nf the ‘Fredatnr'. a_laguar-snurced (Inhr:.t 427' ct ipy
int rnduced in I9‘)tI witlt a cltnice nf fihreglass nr I-{evlar hndies
and the usual engine nptinns. such as Fnrtl ‘V8 nr_laguar VIZ.

T OESIG 81 DEVELOP (GB)
The TA Spirit was a hasic spnrts cat nf I9-S'i) using Fnrd
Escnrt Mkifl cnmpnnents in a space frame. tnpped hy
an nriginal and distinctive envelnping fihreglass hndy.
In IEIEIU. the cnmpany shnwed a prntntype wltich usetl
it tnndified and widened npen 2+2 Ashley hndy {first
sltnwn in 1960} nn a ladder frame fitted with Fnrd Cnrtina
running gear.

T ECO (USA)
First nffered in 157?‘). the Tafcn Barnnta was a twn-seat cnupe
whiclt was claimed tn he the first rnad car tn use grnuntl
effect aerndynatttics. It was a luiturinus. well-equipped car.
wlticlt used Chevrnlet running gear and was claimed tn he
capahle nf Ifiilmph/’2='iOknth. The steel hndy was first shnwn
unpainted ta trick tn upstage the LIeLnrean?_I hut despite hnld
claims made fnr its advanced aerndynamics it was ungainly.
and its styling was nf the I96£Is.

T I SPORTS Cl

TALBOT (F)

. ' see _]C

Clement-Talhnt was actually a British fimt which started
making cars in I902. In 1919 it was taken nver by Darracq.
which was British—nwned hut hased in France. and Ijtarractt
hnught Sunheam in 1925. Rnntes hnught the grnup in 19?-S
hut Antnnin Lagn. a Venetian living in France. was ahle tn
htty Darracq and the Lagn cars were hadged as 'Darract1" in
Britain and ‘Talhnt’ in France. Pnsrwar the Darracq name
disappeared and the cars were varinusly knnwn as ‘Talb0t*.
‘Talhnt-Lagn‘ and ‘Lagn-Talhnt‘.

Frnm the mnment that Lagn tnnk nver in 1935. he instigated
a cti-ntpetitinn prngramme which emhraced Grand Pris racing
as well as spnrts cars. Against the might nf Mercedes-Benz.
and Autn Lininn Talhnt stnnd littie chance pre-war hut the
cnmpany played an impnrtant pan in the immediate pnstwar
peritid since it huilt an ideal privateers car—it was rugged
and reliahle and gnnd ennugh tn win three classic Grands
Friit as well as a large numher cif lesser races.

A spnrts versitin wnn Le Mans in I950. was secnnd in 1951
anti very nearly wnn again in 1952.. It had a ltandsnme lead
nver the wnrks Mercedes-Benz .’10t]SLs with little nver an
ltnur tn gn. After that Talhnts disappeared frnnt the results

frame althnugh cars cnntinued tn appear at Le Mans until
195?. Fiscal measttres intrnduceti hy the French gnvernment
dealt a hndy hinw tn the quality car industry and after 1950
Talhtnt prnductinn went intn a steep dive. Ail sttclt French
makes were affectetl—Antnnin Lagn managed tn hnld nn
lnnger than mnst hut there was nn mnney fnr new models and
sn attthitinus prnjects nn the drawing hnartl were still-hnm.

Sitnca tnnk nver the finn in I959 and the name disappeared
snnn afterwards. Antnnin Lagn whn had dnne sn much tn
sustain French prestige died in If-}¿1. It is an irnny that three
nf the greatest French makers. Bugatti. Gnrdini. and Lagn
were Italian.

The Talhnt name was revived in 19??) tn hadge thnse cars
teit-Rnntes. Sitttca etc] which had heen made by Chrysler
prinr tn a takenver nf the grnup hy Peugent. It was grnss
ahuse nf a great name.

Renard/Grand Sperl zactr, I941-se.. ma
apprttit 750. iilating hack tn I956. the Recnrd had a I?Ohltp
versinn nf Talhnt*s straight-siit 4.5-litre engine witlt camshafts
tttnunted high in the hlnck. Independent frnnt suspensinn
was hy transverse leaf springs and lnwer wishbones {lnng
wheelhase ntndels had cnil springs]. and hydraulic hrakes
were standard. as was a Wilstin pre—selectnr gearhnit. The
Grand Spnn was a shnn wheelhase versinn with I90l?iltp
t22i]hltp frnm 1955'} which made it. fnr a shnrt time. the mnst
pnwerful and fastest sports car in the wnrid. A versinn wnn

I94?’ [above] and I953 lbelavrl Tahattago Records. lhÀywoadattar
Raberi5tackisatIhewheelaItiieeadierear.andll1ebodyaItl1elatar
aarisl:yG|'al:|er
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Le Mans in 1950 and came clnse tn a repeat in 1952. and in
singie-seater tnmt it wnn classic Grands Priit. beating wnrks
Ferraris and Maserat is. It was n-ne nf the few trttly great cars



TERRIER

time he ntade the Terrier Mk 2.. witlt wlticlt Brian Hart nnt nnly
wnn the I I?2. tjhampinnsltip hut alsti wnn altnnst every tither
race he entered. Gin paper it had a cnnventinnal speci¿catinn.
hut the secret was the cnmplicated. and very stiff. space frame
witlt the hndy panels acting as it stressed skin.

Prnductinn nf this car was taken nver hy annther nutfit
and. like the Lnttts Seven. it was nffered as a rnad and circuit
ca r. Llnfnrtunately the new nutfit tried tn ctit cnmers in
making the cars and upset the careful thinking heltind the
design. which left huyers wnndering why their cars were nnt
as gnnd as Brian Hart's. Terry washed his hands nfthe prniect
and later Terrier cars ltatl nnthing tn dn with the firm which
ntade the prnductinn Terrier Mk Es.

There are pt istscripts tn this hriefstnry: the Terrier chassis
was used hy Falcnn fnr its *Spnrts‘ mndel tantl alsn the
assnciated ‘Peregrinel; Brian Han went nn tn hecnme a tnp-
line driver and engine designer; Gnlin Chapman was nnt
pleased tti see his chief designer*s private venture heat Lntus
cars nn the track sn Terry went nn tn design cars fnr Gilhy.
Shelhy. Eagle. BRM and. fnr a tinte. Lntus again.

E9“ (D)
A Iiltltls huilder nf the 'Ledl'. a versitin nf Richard Gakesi
hltit-'a thut with cnnventinnal dnnrsl wltich was huilt nn a ‘v'W
Beetle flnnrpan.

-I_l|I
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OROII B ED (USA)
The first kit car made hy this fimt. in IETTS. was a rakish
‘traditinnally styled‘ spnns car designed hy an Englishman.
Lennard Wittnn. whn was resident in the States. Called the
*Witttin Tiger’. it was unusual in that it cnuld he made with
the engine at the hack ("VS-‘V hase}. nr frnnt. A wide variety
nf engines. up tn small hlnck ‘Vi-ls and Mazda rntaries. was
¿tted hy eustnnters. A ‘Vii-pnwered cnpy nf the Mercedes-
Bentt SAUR fnllnwed in I980 and subsequent cars have
incltttled cnpies nf the 5t)-USLR spnrts-racer and the SOBSLR
cnupe. a unique variant made hy M-B in I955. The “Wittnn
Tiger‘ was made in Britain as the ‘Merlini fqvl.

=  E
il-I'i""

Tlialuuglvlarod Wittan Tiger. I980

TIIII .. ER (D)
The Tlturner ‘RS‘ was a fihreglass cnupe made hetween l9?tl
and 19??» It incnrpnrated cnmpnnents frnm the NSLI TT12tl[l.
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TIG (GB)
In 1990 Tiger Cars began tn impnrt a Snuth African spnrts
car. the RM? tqv} and then discnvered it cnntravened
cnpyrights nf hnth lltiestfield (qv) and Caterham lqvi.
Hnwever Tiger had twn nther prnjects in the pipeline and
the first tn he finished was the ‘Siit‘. This was a hasic cycle-
winged spnns car which ttsed any Fnrd fnur-cylinder engine
up tn 2 litres. mndified ‘WW Gnlf uprights in cast wishbnnes.
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Tiger Silt. 'l9"il'lJ

a cnil sprung Fnrd Cnrtina live À)tItE." lncated by twin trailing
arms and a Panhard rud. and VW Gnlf frnnt disc hrakes.

The nther prnject was a cnpy nf the ‘Ferrari 25tILM' which
had been nriginated hy Replicar (qv). passed thrnugh nther
hands and had last heen heard nf as the LM164 made by
‘Àtiestem Classics tqvl. Tiger hnught the rights tn the btidy
mnulds. which were in twn-seat and 2+2 fnrm. and created
an entirely new space frame. This time a mid-mnunted 'V“i'|i’
Gnlf engine was used. mnunted in line and mated tn an Audi
fnurs nr ¿ve-speed gearhns. In nrder tn give the right snund
and amhience. the fuel iniectinn was thrnwn away and was
replaced hy twin ‘tli='ehers. Gnlf dnuhle wishhnne frnnt
suspensinn was used at hnth ends. The standard nf finish
and leatlter trim was high.



T ='IIII~ N A EJ Cl

ttntler .’.i-Elli]. including the ct ist nf a tlnnnr c:.tr. itnd Tnrnittln
was nn its way. It caitte clnse tn hecnming an estahlished
part nf the scene. hut hit caslt-flt'in.v prnhlettts antl witltdrew
vnluntarily hefnre fnrced tn hy circumstances.

‘l‘y||I|a-an, ‘I958-62. Prod: tun. A simple littltier
frame. cnil springs at the rear. split aide frnnt sttspensinn.
antl a well-made hut ugly fihreglass hndy which actually
fitted the chassis—tltere was nntlting cnmplicated ahnut the
Typhnnn. That appealed tn special huiltlers. wltn prnhahly
cnntpleted it higher prnpnrtinn nf these kits than any nf their
rivals. It was nnt the prettiest shell hy any means. hut Tnrnadn
matle npen mndels. a cnupe. it ft I-I_lI'-St.*IIlt_‘I‘ versinn it ntl even
it sporting estate which pre-datetl the Reliant GTE hy years.
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Tarnada Typ-haan gain-g sideways

Tillpbli, ‘I QOO-G2. Prod: appraat 15. The hasic plnt
was similar tn the Typhnnn hut it was adapted tn take mnre
mndem engines frnm Ftird. I-IMC and Triumph. It alsn had
rack and pininn steering and Triumph Herald frnnt suspensinn
and hrakes.
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Tarnada Tempest

'I‘l|||n|let|'le-a-II, I 960.. Prod: 1. Tnrnadn gnt amhitinus
with this nne and heefed up and widened the chassis tn take
the Triumph TRSA nr Fnrd t.1nnsul engines. The nnly nne
huilt had the TR unit and althnugh it was claimed tn reach
Itli-impltr’ I7aktttlt it was alsn said tn have heen alntnst
impnssihle tn drive.

Talisman, I 962-64.. Pratt: 1s6.'ntt~. 1+: t.1'|"t-ttttt-t<=.=tt
a new tli t't-ct it in it tr 'l 't in tittlt t si [It.'t.' it was t ifl'eret.l its .t ct itttplete
car as well as a kit- The l'.ltl'Llt.*l' l't';t|ttt- lllltl cnil spring
suspensinn all rnuntl. witlt a ll't't‘ rt-itr .t?~;lt* itntl 'l'riumplt
Heraltl frnnt suspensitm. A v-.t-ll-ltitn-.liing little tttr wliich
prtirnised ttttich. it was t'nntl'nrt.tltlt'. pt".tttit'.tl, .tntl well-
finislted. AI nne p{JiI"t[ tltilitt illttlptttatt t'titt.sitlt't't'tl tilkittg il
nver and '-t.*llitIt!. it as a l.ttltts. hnt he h.ttl l'iit.mt'iitl wnrries
nf his t'}‘VVt‘i anti tltat ttleit hittl In lie sltelt'ed. 't'itt‘intt.-- Ft:-rtl
engines ‘t't't't't.' nl'lt-it.-ti in it ritnge tif tune lrttnt SS ltt H-iltltp-
The nitnte t ti the tuner was tlttsv.-ttrtlt. and thus the ‘lltlismttn
was the first rt std t".|r in lti|t'e '.t tlnr-.wnt'th engine.

Tama-do Talisman ltacl better laalts

rqn _ DO SPORTS CARS (GB)
l-'t't.t|i‘t llliri . Iltts t't ntt]"i;t|‘t‘t' tliiitlt‘ Li ll-lt'l-;trt'|‘1 "i-litlirlf l-[H tl-£;1lil<L*
lititiy wliich cnuld lie fitted tin it ‘t""».'\L' lieelle flnnrpan nr. ll
a ‘t'.‘-1 ettgltte was cht tst*t‘t. the ct mtpitny ct tnld sttppiy its nwn
-.|"t".tt't* iritme- 'l't:-rnittlti alsn tnatic it cnpy til‘ the Fnrtl GT-til.
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Tamada Sports Ears’ MtLaren MBGT tapy (above) and GT-IiÀ cepy
lb-elaw]
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TO O (RP)
The nnly spnrts car frnm the Philippines. this was a lST?ils
2+2 ¿breglass cnupé based nn a 1.5-litre ‘V‘~l‘t»' Beetle chassis.

TOYOTA (J)
Fnr many years nne perceptinn nf japan was that it made
shnddy imitatinns nf superinr Westem gnnds. There was a
fair amnunt nf suppnrting evidence fnr this view. but Tnynta
was initially funded as the result tif Sakichi Tnynda selling
the rights tn his imprnvements tn weaving lnnms tn a British
cnmpany in 1929. At that time nne huntired thnusand pnuntls
was a very large amnunt nf mnney and it illustrates hnw
much Tnynda's inventinns were valued. The tttnney was used
tn back Tn-ynda's snrt Iiiichirn in a new venture. which was
tn build mntnr cars. After a cnuple nf false statts Tnynta Mntnr
Cnmpany was fnrmed in I93? and hefnre lnng was building
General Mntnrs designs under licence.

The new cnmpany‘s early years were nnt easy and. in
cnmmnn with snttte nther manufacturers such as Nissan.
Tnynta was tam by industrial strife in the late 1940s and the
early 195tl's. This led tn the resignatinn nf Riichirct Tnynda.
whn was replaced by his snn. Eiji Tnynda. It tnnk snme time
fnr car prnductinn tn take nff hut in the meantime the
cnmpany was helped by lateral deals. such as Tnynta taking
nn the marketing nf Essn petrnil prnducts frnnt 1953.

Tnynta huilt its first spnrts cars in the 19605 and then pulled
back frnnt making cars with persnnal appeal. pnssihly
hecause they were cnmmercial failures. In the l9?()s Tnynta
made snme superb engines. nne nf which hecame almnst
standard ¿tting in Fnmtula 5. hut althnugh the protluctinn
cars intn wlticlt these engines were fitted bristled with fittings
they were penple mnvers. nnt drivers‘ cars. That did nnthing
tn hamper the cnmpany‘s rise ever upwards until it hecame
nne nf the wnrld*s Big Three. Then in I954 Tnynta shnwetl
it was capahle nfquality as well as quantity when it intrnduced
the MR2. a sports car which gave every nther maker pause
fnr thnught. It prnbably did mnre than any nther mndel tn
change the pnpular perceptinn tifjapanese cars as heing gnnd
value and reliable hut nnthing beynnd that.

‘BOO; TPO5-O9-t Prod: 3131. This mndel was based
an cnmpnnents frnm the Publica. which was then Tnynta's
small car range. and it is snmetimes incnn'ectly referred tn as
the Puhlica Spnrt. Gf unitary cnnstructinn. it had a frnnt-
mnunted air-cnnled ¿at-twin engine nf ?90cc which delivered
its -=i9bhp tn the rear wheels via an all-synchrnmesh fnur-speed
gearbes. Frnnt suspensinn was by tnrsinn bars and dnuble
wishhnnes and the live rear aitle was suspended an semi—
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Tayata Sim, 19159
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elliptics. Tnp speed wits 'i).Tntph.--""1*it’ikntlt hut the cnntpitny
stressed that maitimuttt cn.tising speed was t-ltttttpl1x"Iji’5ktttlt.
All cars had a Titrgit tnp hut since this was a year hefnre
Pnrsche perhaps it shnuld he called a Tnynta tnp.

QOOOOT, T 901'-TO- Prod: 337. This car is familiar tn
tnillinns as it featured in the James Bnnd tttnvie Hurt Gtt.{t' i'.t't e
Ta ‘ice. hut that was a cnnvenihle tttatle specially fnr the film-
prnductitin mttdels were all twn-seat cnup-es. The 2tl'iIi}GT
was nriginated hy ‘Vatttahtt. whiclt ltas undertaken a lnt nf
cnnsultancy wnrk fnr Tnynta. especially nn engines. and the
aluminium hndy was styled by Ctittnt Albrecht Gnerttt. later
respnnsible fnr the Datsttn E'.¢i0Z. It used a hackhnne chassis.
with all-independent suspensinn by cnil springs and dnuhle
wishhnnes. whiclt was clearly inspired by the Ltitus Elan.

1 H - nun? -1---1 1 -u - 1-1 -

Toyota IIIIUGT arrived in I'M?

Pnwer citme frnm a dnhc straight~siit engine nf I":3'9l'k't' whiclt
fed its l¿ilhltp thrnugh a five-speed manual gearbnit. The
engine was actually a ‘t"antaha-huilt versinn nf the 2.5-litre
snltc unit used in the Tnynta Grtrtvn salnnn.

Thanks tti light weight itnd a slippery shape. a tnp speed
nf If>?ntpl1.t'22i]kmh was pnssihle til-¿ilmph in 3.4 secnnds)
and esamples perfnmted well in prnductinn car racing in
japan. The EIJOCI-GT was nnt intended fnr series prnductinn-
had that heen sn it wnuld nnt have heen tttade nnly with right
hand drive because at the time the Attterican market was
cmcial. The car was intended tn test the water and tn generate
kudns fnr Tnynta—it handsnmely ful¿lled h-nth nbiectives.

¿ll, 'I PIl--O9- Prod: 166.104. Like tnnst Japanese
cars nf the I'§Jii0s. the MR2 was nnt sn much a mndel hut a
menu frnttt which an impnrter chnse a package fnr its market.

‘I935 Tayeta MR2



TOYOTA

There were twn hasic engines. an snltc carhttrettered unit nf
I~'tS;ict- and it tlnhc fuel-injected ‘Iii valve* engine nf 151-i?cc
which prnduced Ilt-lhhp nr I-i¿hhp when supercharged. an
nptinn w lticlt was availahle in snmt: ntarkets frnm 19iifi. Since
there was a cltnice nf a five-speed manual gea rhnit nr a fnttr-
speetl ittttnmatic. tnp speed nf the MR2 ranged hetween
liltirttplt.--"'liitlkmlt itntl lji[ltttplt..--"".ilflltttth.

Gnntntnn tn all cars was independent frnnt antl rear
sttspensitm by Macl"lterst.in struts. with sttpplemerttary
cnntrnl antts. trailing antts anti transverse artns at the rear.
litisc hrakes were fitted tn all ft iur wheels and nn matter which
engine wits fitted. it was mnunted transversely atttidships.

lt was it spnrts car fnr the 1*§lBfls. witlt superb handling
and rnadhnlding. a lively engine antl terrific gear change.
l'\lnt everynne liked the chunky styling hut nnne cnuld deny
that the nverall litynttt emplnyed space wisely and that the
cnckpit was a tttndel nf ergnnnrttics. In I986 a T-har rnnf
was availahle in snnte markets.

MR2, IllifÀÀllltlll TOUR. The replacement nf a
successful tttndel is always a prnhlettt hut Tnynta made things
even ltitrtler fnr itself hy prntlucing an entirely new design
nnly five years itfter their nriginal car was launched. As nn
the nriginal ntntlel there was a range nf engines but this time
they were all nf nne sise: 199-."it‘t.'. Tltey ranged frnm llfiihhp
tlnltc ‘Ifi valt-“cl. frnm the Gantry salnnn tmaitimum speed
Ilétittph.-"'2iJtIkntli. ti-h¿ntplt in 9.5 secnndsl. via a I‘.iSbhp
versinn isimilar tn the Celica's enginel which gave a [tip
speed nf IjiT'tttpit.--""'i'.£i}kt1tlt with ll-filtttph in T".f) secnnds. up
tn a turhticltargetl ttnit whiclt prnduced E'.E2h-hp antl gave
the car it claimed IStltttplt.--“';iit'lktttlt. A fnur-speed aittnmatic
transtttissinn was nptinnal nn the nnrntitlly aspirated cars but
nnt in all markets. and the turhncltarged versinn was snld
nnly in _Iapitn antl America.

Cit-'erall the car resemhled its pretlecessnr but it was nine
inches lnnger. an inch witler and lnwer. A T~har rnnf was
nptinnal frnm the time nf lattnclt and the turbncharged
versinn had ABS anti pnwer assisted steering.

with its larger tlitttensinns. bigger engine. and greatly
imprnt.-'ed perfnrmance. the secnntl generatinn MR2 ntnved
the cnncept up a nti-tclt nr twn. Unlike many annther car
which has added inches anti pnunds. this nne retained the
nittthleness anti itest nf the much lnved nriginal.
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MRRIH I990

TF.": I95).
The TPG Speedster wits the ‘British versinn" nf the Apal ‘V"‘iV
Beetle-hasetl cnpy nf the Pnrsche ¿fth Speedster. intrnduced
at the I9'Fs'i Lnntltm Mntnr Sltnw.

TPC Speedster

TRAA sro _ I ll (ea)
Maker nf the HF Etliitl. it Lancia-hased cnpy nf the Lancia
Stratns. nntahle fnr the accuracy nf its hndywnrk; there were
cases nf nwners nf the real thing replacing damaged panels
witlt thnse matle by Transfnrttter hecause they were cheaper
and nf hetter quality than the Lancia replacements.
Transfnnner was active frnm I986. In I98? it intrndttced the
‘SD Si]-J" cnpy nf the Fen'ari SUB Mnndial which had a dc
Dinn rear aide and was snttrcetl frnttt the Alfa Rnmen Alfetta
nr the GTV.

)..t 'lfl."'..'i ' F “.5

Transformer HFEDIID

TRIAD (AUS)
Lnnking nnt unlike the nriginal Ltitus Esprit. the Sydney-huilt
Triad cnupe was first shnwn in 19S-‘I. A tttid-engined twn
seater. it had a ES-litre ‘v'nlvn ‘t-"ft engine. all-independent

.. I954 Triad



suspensinn. a high level nftrittt anti equipment. a bndy huilt
nf fibreglass itntl l-ievlar. and a ciaitned tnp speed nf l-=’ilJmph.»"
Eliiknth. It appears never tn have gnne intn prntlttctinn.

TRIDE (GB)
The nriginal Trident was it T‘VR witlt styling hy Trevnr Finre.
T‘VR then went thrti-ugh nne nf its many crises and the prnject
was snltl tn nne nf its tlealers. Bill Last. whn was making the
Feel Trident as the ‘Viking Minispnrt. Althnugh the Trident
was nne nf the prettiest cars nf its time. prnductinn never
reached eitpected levels and the cntnpany fnlded in 19?4 in
the wake nf hnth the energy crisis and the prnhlems Trident
faced in meeting new American regulatinns. It was revived
witlt new hacking in l"JT(i and died again in I971-l.

Clipper, ‘I951-14/' ‘I OTB-TB. Prod: apprait 225.
all medels. Earlier Clippers had a TVR Grantura Mltlll
chassis. then Bill Last tumed tn an Austin-Healey 3000 chassis
intn wlticlt he pttt a 59tlhltp s’i.T»"-litre Fnrtl VS—the very
thnught nf sttclt it cntttbinatinn nf hrttte fnrce and ignnrance
is ennugh tn hring tears tn the eyes. It was marvellnus in a
straight line. less sn when it came tn stnpping nr turning
cnrners. whiclt is snmething nf a handicap fnr a spnrts car.
A cnnvenihle was nffered. but mnst were cnupes which had
pnwered windnvt-'s. Frnm I969 it mndifietl Triumph TRE-
chassis was used sint'e prnductinn nf the Austin~Healey had
ended; detail hn-dy changes came in 1Ei?tIl: in 19.71 the Clipper
ltad a S-litre tlhrysler engine. but it was hack tti Ftird {S15-
litrel fnr the marques revival in l97'(t.
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Trident Venlurer V6

tmros

II‘YO/TylllÀl, '| QOPITIJ‘I PTO-TO/' T 97] -
T Prod: see ab-care. This had the same basic style as the
Clipper hut the bndy was mnttnted nn a mndified TR6 chassis.
The ‘Venturer had the Ifuibhp Fnrd ‘Vt’i Wesses engine and
the Tycnnn the I¿Àlihp fuel injected Tlih engine. but this
was really a stnp-gap due tn the fact that Fnrd engines were
tempnrarily unavailable due tn a strike. Fnr the 19i'6 revival.
Triumph i.r.s. was drnpped in favnur nfa live rear aitle. All
in all. the Trident prniect was a waste nf nne nf the mnst
beautiful bndy styles nf its day.

1'n_|p. 1' urovsr (ea)
Early I‘:i)l:ll.Is maker nf the Prniect AUG. a fnur-seat cnnvertihle
kit car hased nn the styling nf the Ferrari Dinn.

TRIPLE C (GB)
Late I98tJs maker {aka GEE} nf the ‘Challenger’. a fibreglass
_laguar E Type cnpy which used Fnrd Cnrtina mnning gear
in a space frame. with the Fnrd V6 engine as an tiptitin.

TRIPLEX (USA)
An unsuccessful attempt in 1954-SS tn revive the Chicagnan
spnrts car prnject with a nne-piece fibreglass bndy. Almnst
any engine cnultl be fitted but the chassis was hasically
designed fnr Fnrd Viis. As if twn names were nnt ennugh. it
was alsn snld as the ‘Lightning.

TRIPOS (GB)
The RS1 was a lnvely and well—engineered hasic spnrts car
which lnnked as thnugh its style had been inspired by an
early 1960s Lntus single seater. A space frame designed by
Bnb Eggintnn carried Fnrd Cnrtina cnil spring and dnuble
Fl -q-'-IEI '.tr-I#- ':7""'.,|.
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Tripns ttst
wishhnne frnnt suspensinn. and the cnil sprung live rear aide
was lncated by twin radius arms and a Panhard rnd. The RSI
was usually fitted with a l.tS—litre Fnrd Rent engine t'_ the nhc
equivalents were tnn tall tn fit under the hnnnet line nf the
early cars). The RS1 stnnd head and shnttlders ahnve mnst
similar cars.

In 198? Tripns tnnk nver the American firm Hunter. which
made a 1950s style spnrts car nn Triumph TR running gear
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but the firttt was snnn in financial tlifficitlties. At the end nf
1"-.l"~Jl'l the Tripns was nnt in prntluctinn btit that appeared tn
he a tempnrary sitttittittn.

TRIPPEL (D)
Frnm I952 Hans Trippel had bt.tilt ampitibinus vehicles. snme
nf wlticlt were ttsetl by the German army. In 1*)St'l he shnwetl
it twn-seitt ct tupe with it buibnus fastback bndy twlticlt
lnnltetl sntttething like the later Saab 92) and a ntid-mnunted
llat-twin s‘ti)tlt"t* Ztlndapp mntnr cycle engine. Few were mitde
by the time prndttctinn ended in 1952. The design was briefly.
itntl equally itnsttccessfully. made in France as the ‘Marathnn‘.
witlt a Fanhitrtl engine.

TRITO (GB)
First seen in Iiittj. the ‘l‘ritnn was a special built by I‘Javid
_lttltnsttn-‘ttleltlt. with it space frame. a frctnt-mnunted BMC
‘B‘ series engine. hespnke suspensinn anti a ¿breglass hard
tnp hittly. _]ttltnstin-‘*ll’ehb used it mainly fnr cnmpetitinn and.
heing very light. it was reputed tn be capable nf
I--'ifltttph.="22’ikntlt. The ‘I‘ritnn was bttilt fnr its nwner‘s
pleasure httt the prnject wits titken nver by it businesstrtan
wltn intended tn pttt it intn prntluctinn as a rnad car. Twn
tttnre were built but then the prnject fuldetl.

Ill PI'I (GB)
Tritttttplt citrs itntl Triumph tttntnrcycles have a cnmnttm
ancestry. hut while the fintt‘s ¿rst car. a three wheeler. was
tttade in li)fI.‘t. the cnmpany‘s tnitin hitsiness cnntinued tn be
bicycles itnd mntnrcycles. In 192.’; the Triumph Cycle
Gnmpitny nfferetl a fnitr wheeler. fnllnwed it with nther
mndels which tnatie nn great impact and then. in 195tl. the
car bttsiness was nrgitnised as the Triumph Mntnr Cnmpany.
still it suhsitliary nf the ntntnrcycle cnmpitny. In 1936 the car
divisinn becattte independent and gained a reputatinn fnr
middle-range spnrting cars with a high level nf equipment
wltich were direct cnmpetitnrs tn SS (‘later _laguar).

Htitwever. Triumph went intn receivership in 1959. and
was ahsnrbetl by Standard during the ‘War. By the end nf the
l9Slls it had hecnme the dnminant partner. thanks tn its spnrts
cars. I'i)ftI saw Standard-Triuntph merge with BMC. and the
Stantlard name disappeared in 1965. Triumph became a
fnunder memher nf British Leylitntl in I968. and flnurished:
indeed. fnr a time it wits BL's favnurite snn. tn the detriment
nf marques such as MG. Snme nf BL's prnhlems arnse frnm
cnrpnrate in¿ghting as prntagnnists nf each marque under
the umbrella stnaggled fnr identity and survival. Snnte
spectacular mistakes by Bl.‘s management meant that by the
early 1980s Triumph had inst its spnns car market and this
great name was nnly a bitdge nn a British-built Hnnda.

Ra-slrleler ‘I CTR (‘I 800)/TRA (2000), I 946-
48/' ‘I PI-I-I9. Prod: 2501!‘2000. A twn-seater versinn
nf the staid. raitnr-edged. Triumph 1l.'iOi.l Salnnn which was
Rnller style fnr cnuntry snlicitnrs. the Rnadster had an
aluminium itnti ash bndy nn a shnnened cltassis and the last

tlickey seitt ever nffered nrt a prctdttctinn citr. The ISTR had
Stantlard‘s transverse leaf spring i.f.s. hut the TRA had a cnil
spring itnd tinuhle wislthnne arrangement witlt. unusually
fnr the time. an anti-rttll har; reitr sttspensinn was a live aide
nn settti-elliptic springs.

Pnwer in the IBTR wits cnurtesy nf the Standard nhy
I??{5cc engine. which wits itlsn sttpplietl tn _]itguitr. and it
deiiveretl its -é¿hitp via it fttttr-speetl li-nit. In Iiisit-l. as the
TRA. it received the fillilaltp Vitngttitrtl 2l.ll-il"lt'c engine itnti
tiartae-speetl tritnsntissinn. litrger brakes. a hypnid rear aide.
itnd a stiffer frame. Tnp speed went tip frnttt ‘itlntpltr’ I 12kmh
tn a mighty T?tnph.»-"I2s'ikttth but the lnss nf it ratin meant it
tnnk nver half a tttinttte tn tnt.tclt siitty.
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Triumph THUG Roadster. I946

TR-X, I 950s Prod: 3. An iterndynatnic car witlt it stressed
skin aluminium bndy. the ‘I‘R-R was intended tn replace the
Rnadster. It was basically a twn-seater Standard Vanguard
and it bristled witlt gitdgets-—electricity and hydraulics
pnwered the nverdrive. windnw. seats. bnnd itnd radin aerial.
it even had pnp-up headlights. The car weighed in at a hefty
27Stllb but. witlt a twin citrh ?2l.'tltp engine. it prntrtised tn
reach 9Umpht’1i’tSkmh. By the time it was ready the _laguar
}t‘.1'{12t] had made that lnnk small beer itntl the stan nf the
ltinrean War was used as an eitcuse tn drnp the prniect.

The ‘I950 Tilt-it

TR1, ‘I 953-55- Prod: 8628. In the early 19505 Triumph
cnuld nnt help but nntice that MGs were selling like ltnt
cakes in the USA and Triumphs were nnt. when an attempt
tn buy Mnrgan failed. Triumph made its nwn prntntype spnrts
car. the TSZD {nr ‘TRI ‘J. which was shnwn at the I952 Lttndnn
Mntnr Shnw. The rear hodywnrk was nnt liked {especially
when viewed alnngside the Austin-Healey IOU which alsn
made its debut at the shnw) and testing sltnwed that the
chassis was tnn fleitible.
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ta few went tn the USA with live aides‘! and this added ahnut
lÀfllh tn the nverall weight. sn acceleratinn suffered. hut as
the engine was slightly tweaked ttn give 1tJ+"ihl1pi tnp speed
went up tn l09niph.-""17Skn1li.

An interesting variant nf the TR4 was the 'lJr:we'. a 2+2
[fihreglass] fasthack cnupe cnnversinn e;s'.ecuted liq; Harringtnn
fnr Iltwes nf Wimliledtin. It was first shnwn as a prntntype in
19655. and ahnut St} esamples were mad-e.

Spllllrl I/ll, ‘I 962-G5/' I 965-61.. Prorli-45553:’
37,409. Triumplfs answer tn the Sprite used a rugged
hackhnne chassis frame. similar tn the Triumph Herald hut
with a shnrter wheelhase. and the fnur-cylinder 1 l~"i?cc ¿jlihp
engine frnm the Herald l2x"“.i»l)-pltis. Lil-te the Herald. it was
styled lw Michelntti and the hinged hnnnet made
maintenance easy. Quicker than the CtIÀ'ltJH1[}(lT'"L1["j.~' Sprite.
and with frnnt tlisc hrakes. the Spitfire I was gnnd fnr
9Un1phf1~'Fikt11h tiH'i¿n1ph in lh. ‘i secnnds} hut the transverse
leaf and swing aide rear suspensinn left much tn he desired.
‘tit-*'i re wheels. hardtnp and rwerdrwe were availahle frnm late
1965. The Ml-; II had t’J?l*il1p. which knncked a secnnd frnm
the ti-(itlnipli dash. and was hetter trimmed.
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Spil¿rn I

‘II! Ill/‘R250, ‘I 961-68. Prod: 294719434. Based
nn the TINA hut with Triumph's 2."5—litre straight-sis: engine.
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Since this weighed ahnut the same as the nld ‘fnur’. and
wnuld ¿t the engine hay. it was a fairly easy transplant. It
was alsn adaptable tn the new US emissinn laws. sn l'ilLIT"l't;‘I‘l£‘E1

receivetl the carl‘>uretted Itliihhp TREE‘:-U. which had a tnp
speed nf 1ti?n1plL-“'t?Ekn1h{.0-ntlmph in 10.6 secnnds}. while
nther markets had the litlhhp fuel-iniected model which was
gnnd fnr l20i11pl1r"195ln1ih tti-EiÀrnph in SS secnnds].

Ctirnparative prnductinn figures shnw that the
strangulatinn nf the engine fnr the American market did nnt
greatly affect sales. fnr ahnut T5 percent nf prnductinn
crnssed the Atlantic. Senni hrakes and radial tyres were
standard. as were hnrrid Rnstyle wheels {wires were still an
nptinn}. Early versinns nf the Lucas injectinn system cnuld
he trnublesnme.

Tlili¿À

SpliÀu Ill, I 967-70. Prod: 65.320. A new 1296-cc
engine and 75-hhp pushed tnp speed up tn ltltllmphfl¿tlkmh
(iusti and hrnught the ti-(1-Uiiiph time dnwn tn 13.6 secnnds.
This increase in muscle. hnwever. help-ed tn highlight the
shnrtcnmings nfthe rear suspensinn. The high frnnt humper
was adnpted tn meet American requirements while in the
cnckpit was a wnnden fascia and a smaller steering wheel.
Further refinements included wind-up windnws and a
pennanently attached hnnd.

The Spit¿re was a success stnry and. aided by its gnnd
lnnks and the Triumph hadge. it cnnsisteritly nutsnld hnth
the Sprite and the Midget cnmhined. While the Herald-derived
rear suspensinn cnuld be skittish. the car had the Herald‘s
virtues; small tuming circle. ease nf access tn the main
cnmpnnents and decent luggage spar:e. The separate chassis
meant that replacement nf hndy panels was easy. The Series
[II was the last Spit¿re tn have nptinnal wire wheels.

Spil¿mÀhndruisod¿urllbunqaw

QT‘, I P¿¿-‘Q. Prod: 15,318. A Spit¿re with a pretty
cnupe hndy which made it lnnk like an undernnurished
jaguar E Type. Pnwer came frnm the 95hhp straight-sis. 2-



litre ‘vitesse engine and made it gnnd fnr 1iiSr11pl1.i-""1ti9knil:
iil-i'ii_lmph in I2 secnnds]. Us-*c'rtlrive tnp was an nptinn. In
cnmmnn with the Spit¿re range. the standard nftrim was good.
hut when adding the rnnf Triumph fnrgnt ahnut ventilatinn
and sn the cnckpit had a nasrv hahit nf misting up. it lnnked
a gnnd car nn paper hut putting the heavier anti lnnger sis-
t'vlintier engine in the Spitfire chassis upset the balance nf the
car. and while the Herald-derived rear suspensinn was iust
ahnut ader.]uate fnr the Spitfire. nn the ntise-hettvv and mnre
puvverful iLiT{i it was interesting...hut stupid.
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GT6 was luunclied in I96-i’:

GT6 Mkll, '| 968-TD. Prnd: 12.066. The handling nf
the nriginal G'i'(‘i was sn had that Triumph had tn respnnd
quici<l}'. The revised rear suspensinn nf the ‘viitesse Mkll.
with dnuhie—jninted half shafts and the transverse leafspring
acting as tnp wishhnnes. was grafted nn. This transfnrmed
the car hut it shnuld have heen dnne in the first place and.
as a result. all t3T[1s have the reputatinn tifthe Series I clinging
tn them. Pnwer was increased tn lilihltp. which meant
l12nipl1.»"'li-it'll-cnil: and hrisk acceleratinn ti)-i¿tlinpii in 10.1
secnnds} in Eurnpean spec cars. while American cars had
9?-hhp tthe same as the Series Ii and the car was hadged the
t]Tt’i+. Like the cnntempnrarv Spitfire tlte GT6 had a high
frnnt humper hut it alsn had imprnved cnckpit trim and a
decent ventilatinn svstem. Wire wheels and nverdrive
cnntinued tn he listed as nptinns.
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GT5 Mlltll, l9¿À

TR‘; 1 96,-?¿- Pro-ll: 94.619. The last nf the true TR
line. the TR{i was a rehndied THS. the wnrk nf the Gennan
finn. iiamiann. ti-(itimph in S2 secnnds and a masimum
speed nf l l‘i.3'|11pl1.--"lEl1krnl1 were nutstanding figures fnr the
lime hut America had the less muscular dc-tn:'-ted versinn {U-

TRIUMPH
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(itlmph in 1{l.T secnnds. l09niplir’l?5kmhl. The engine was
nnt the epitnme nf smnnthness hut things imprnved in 1975
with a new camshaft prnfile. which made it less lumpv at

mi
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Triumph Tli¿

the cnst nf a slight lnss nf pnwer. An additinn in 1975 was
a small frnnt spniler and the fnllnwing vear there were hlack
humper guards tn meet LTS impact regulatinns. Mnst huvers
chnse the new stvle disc wheels hut wires were still an nptinn
as were hard tnp and nverdrive. The Tiifi was the last nf the
hairv-chested mass-prnduced spnrts cars.

$|I| Iv, '| QTU-1'4-it Prod: 70.021. Revised stvling
with new nnse and tail treatments. a new instnament lavnut
{ as nn ‘American spec‘ Ml-till cars}. and svnchrnmesh nn ¿rst
gear kept the Spit¿re ahead nf the nppnsitinn. A higher rear
aide ratin made the lvlkllv’ a mtire re¿ned car hut. in cnnjunctinn
with increasing weight. scruhhed a little nff its perfnmiance.
The hig news hnwever. was revised rear suspensinn with the
transverse leaf spring nn a pivnt which reduced rnll stiffness

Revise-|:| styling for |'l'il Spit¿re W

and gave the car the handling it shnuld have had all alnng.
Cars fnr the tiS market were sn strangled hv emissinn laws
that they wnuld ha reiv tnp S{linpl1f1'.'-l9kmh ti]-(itlrnph in 15.9
secnndsl and pnwer drnpped tn just 4Shhp in 1972. Tn regain
inst grnund American cars received the 1.5-litre engine t and
tnalv hidecius “impact” humpers] in 1973. a vear ahead nf the
Eurnpean market. The prnhlem was nnt American iaws—
everv manufacturer had received ample nntice nf them—hut
the fact that BL's engines were past their ‘sell hv‘ dates and
the cnmpanv had nn mndem engine tn nffer.

GT5 '| Q10‘-T3. PrÀ 13.042. The linai e:'-tpressinn
nf the iine shared styling revisinns with the Spitfire W and. in
1973. its rear suspensinn iavnut. Cars fnr Funerica inst pnwer
annuallv as new emissinn laws tnnk hnld and hv 197? had nnly
Tilillihp. Thus. while a Eurnpean spec car was gnnd fnr



TRIUMPH

ii.?.r:1pl1.»""1i-ltikrnli til-htlrttpli in itl.1 .'~iecnndsl. the American
versinn managed 9Srt1pl1r'1S-"ikiiili iil-¿ilntpli in twelve
secnnds). Sales fell as a result and lnnked tn fall nff further
as emissinn laws hit deeper. Since America was Tt'iumph‘s
main market. the mnr.iel was ased at the end nf 1975.
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GT6 Mklll

illlg, 1919-TY. Prod: 25.377. if ever a car shnuld
have heen a winner. it was the Stag-~there was nnthing like
it nn sale anvwhere—and it was keenly‘ priced. Fnr nnce.
‘2+2’ meant what it said—the rear seats wnuld accnmmndate
mature adults with legs. iiuvers had the chnice nf a rag tnp
nr a hardtnp. and trim level was high. ilnlike previnus
Triumph spnrts cars. the Stag had unitarv cnnstructinn. Frnnt
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The l9?D5iag

suspensinn was hv lvlacl-‘hersnn struts and the independent
rear h}-' cnil springs and trailing arms.

iiickering inside llritish Levland saw the nhvinus engine.
the Rnver ‘US. edged nut and in its place came a 5-litre V8
{hasically twn 'lJr.ilriniite' slant fc.-urs grafted tngether) which
was nnlv used nn the Stag. This prnduced 1-’i‘?'iltihp and meant
iifiriipltfl¿tikiiili tnp speed {'0-t3On1pl1 in 9.3 secnnds} hut
the prnhlem was that the cnnling svstem needed tn he
maintained verv carefully. if it was nnt head gaskets were
liahie tn gn and. apan frnm incnnvenience. they were
espensive tn replace. witlt the Rnver engine it cnuld have
heen a wnrid heater.

$|l|l'l|l'I ‘I IUU, '| 974-80. Prod: 95._.829- Over the
vears the Spitfire put nn weight and sn the i'v1ki‘v' was nnt

quite as nimhle as the ill. hut this was redressed with the
1500. the last espressinn nf the line. which was alsn the hest
in everv respect. The iii-93t‘r." engine. which wnuld alsn he
used in the lvttfi Midget. gave 71h-hp in Eurnpe tS7hhp in
America) sn the magic ‘tnn' was. again. j::.sr pnssihle in a
'Ettrripean' car til-fidinph came titnvn tn 15.3 secnnds}.
Handling was gnnd. the engine was willing and the cars snld
in Eurnpe lnnked as ivlichelntti intended them tn lnnk. ie
withnut the grnss humpers. Cine reasnn fnr the Spitfires
pnpularitv had heen its cheapness. since it shared sn many
parts with the Herald. 'v'itesse and GT6. hut thev had all lnng
gnne and. with them. ecnnnmv nf scale. in an}-' case. a
replacement was needed and BL was in deep trnuhle.
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l.asI5pi1fi:'awas the ‘I500

TIT, ‘I915-HI. Prod: 112.363. Triumph scnred an
nwn gnal with its first new spnrts car fnr twelve years. Gnne
was the separate chassis; in its place was unitary cnnstructinn.
with iviacPhersnn struts and a live rear asle. tlitine was the
chunl-av machn shape; in its place was an anaemic wedge
and. until 1979. a rnnf with nn rag tnp tiptitin. Einne tnn was
the grunt. fnr the T117 had a ltlfihlip lfl¿llicc versinn cif
Triumph‘s slant-fnur it-if:-hltp in America} and even in
Eurnpean spec tnp speed was nnlv lli"in1]1:l1.-*"l77ktnl‘i t [1-
6tIimph in 9.1 seenndsl. sn it was nnt as quick as the car it

Tit? drnphead banana: available in 1979

replaced. Tn he fair. hnwever. a "I'll? cnuld get frnm A tn ii
quicker than a T¿tfi.



TROLL

all rnund. and tnp speed was claimed tn he t-ltlniphflll-lknili.
Univ five were made.

'l'llI Ell (GB)
jack Turner was a special huilder whn made a car fnr his
nwn use and then was asked tn make nthers—thus he
hecame a manufacturer in a small wav nf husiness. As well
as cars. he made allny wheels and snme engines. including
a fnur-tfglinder dnhc Stltlcc unit. hut he made nn real
impressinn until he decided tn turn his hack nn racing and
make rnad-gning spnrts cars.

irnnicaliv. these were mnre successful in ctimpetititin than
Tu rner‘s racing machines had ever heen. The cnmpanv grew
tn a pnint at which it needed tn he restructured nn a mnre
prnfessinnal level. and jack hecame serinusl'_v ill. Without a
management infrastructure tn carrv nn. the cnmpanv hit
difficulties and went intn vnluntarv liquidatinn in 1966. Tumer
survived his illness hut chnse nnt tn return tn manufacturing.

SpÀrli, ‘I 95 I -52. Prod: 7. An earlv kit car with lna.enge—
shaped twin tuhe ladder frame. all-rnund independent
suspensinn lay transverse leaf springs and lnwer wishhnnes.
and allny wheels talsn used hv Tnieirn). The chassis hnre
mnre than a passing resemhlance tn the Cnnper spnrts car
tiust like the Tnjeirnl. Custnmers specified their nwn engines
and hndies (iust like Tnieirn); and mnst custnmers were lncal
tn Tumer ijust like whatsisname}. An eighth ehassis was
made intn an F2 car fnr jnhn Wehh {nnt the fnrmer llrands
Hatch supremnl in 195':-S and this was uprated tn Fl spec in
1515-ii. it was nnt a success. even in minnr events and even
when driven lay prnfessinnal racers.

I30 $|I0l'lI, 1955-57. Prod: 9t]. The pint was a
¿hreglass hndy. a light tuhular frame. with frnnt suspensinn.
hvdrnsmech hrakes. engine and gearhns frnm the Austin A50.
and a live rear aide suspended hv trailing anns and tnrsinn
ha rs. With Stln1pli.r'i.?.9k1i1li and -f¿rttpg. it was like the Austins
Healev Sprite hefnre the Sprite. BMC thnught sn and refused
tn supplv Turner directly. sn he had tn huy’ cnmpnnents frnm
Austin dealers; this put the price up and restricted sales. Like
all Turner spnns cars. it was availahle in kit fnnn.
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Tamar A30 Sparls

Q5“ sp¿fll, 1 951-59.: Prod: 170. This was clistinguished
frnm its [)[I:‘t'l.t;‘"tJt;'S.'i1E"JI‘lTJ}' vestigal ¿ns and used the same chassis
q  

as the Ajil Spnrts. hut with full}.-' hvdraulic hrakes and the
9’5Ucr: A55 engine. which came with tuning nptinns tn five
nutputs frnm 5+-"lhltp tn -"if-lilip. Snme were fitted with the
75hhp 1 ititlcc Cnventrv Climas FWA engine. Almnst all were
estpnrted. mainlv tn the States and Snuth Africa.

Tamar 950 Sports had fins

Spark, ‘I 959-6°-I Prod: 160. ‘Witt: a new hndv shell
nn the estahlished chassis. this cnuld he called a hand-huilt
Sprite with strikinglv gnnd lnnks. Frnnt disc hrakes were an
nptinn. as were the Climas F"ilFA and llltfict‘ 90l3-lip l'“*l1l*'E
engines. and a tuned Series A unit with twin carhs. it was
successful in prnductinn spnns car racing nn hnth sides nf
the Atlantic and was the mndel which put Turner nn the map.

1-
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I960 Tumer Spam

Mkll/Mklll, 1 F¿À-53/'| 9G3-6§- Pro-:1: 150.-“'90.
The tried and true chassis cnntinued until the end nf the
Turner line althnugh frnm I960 the A50 frnnt suspensinn
was replaced hv Triumph Herald cnil spring and dnuhle
wishhnne units. The nverall hndv shape remained. tnn.
althnugh the Mklii had a large bnnnet scnnp and elliptical
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Turner GT and Mkll 5|:-arts



tail lights. The hig change was tn Fnrti pnwer fnr the hase
engines; tilimas t-“¿t-".A and Fill-"E units rernainetl an nptinn hut
lnnst Turners usetl the Anglia. Classic and tlnrtina units.

Turner-Climax, I959-66. Prod: see above. As
rnentinnetl. Climas engines were an nptinn fnr all mntlels
frnnt the {Fill spnrts nnwartls. anti were tlistirtguishetl ll}-' the
hvphentttetl name. The tjlimait-engined cars alwavs had frnnt
disc hrakes and wire wheels.

imlliiL
Turner—Clima;:t FWA

."...-...~s-ts»-is ‘-+r- " - Sports, 1960

GT, I 96 I -$5.. Prod: 9. Designed lw Tumer as a fall-hack
shnultl the spnrts car falter twhieh it never tlitll the CIT was
huilt nnljr when an nccasinnal nrder arrivetl. it had a fihreglass
mnnncnt_|ue eentre sectinn with a steel ilnnr pan hnnded in.
and square-tuhe sectinns frnnt anti rear. Triumph Herald frnnt
suspensinn and the usual Turner rear end cnmpletetl the
nutline. while engines were either Fnrd tir Climas. Frnm st ime
angles the tiT was hreathtaking. frnm nthers it lnnked
'I.lti’t.TltLlt."f.ll‘f|,' ntltl. and it was nnt a particularljv thrilling car tn
drive: its steering was vague and it was ezttremelv nnisv inside.

ll (GB)
T‘:-"R has had manv escapes frnm nhlivinn. hut the cars it has
made have heen sn appealing that rescuers have heen fnund.
it all hegan in 1-tar when Trevnr ‘it-"ilkinstin fnunded a small
garage husiness called Trevcar ivlntnrs in his hnme tnwn tif
Hlackpnnl. where _laguar has its rnnts. ‘rt-"ilkinstin's first car.
an Alvis special. came a vear later. anti in that gear Trevcar
hecame T‘v’iit Engineering t_Tre'v'tiiti. in 1'1)-it) Wilkinstin huilt
a n'tulti—tuhular chassis. fitted cnmpnnents frntrt a wide varietv
nf tscrappetll cars. anti a tight hndv with cf,-'t‘le wings. and
the first 'l"v'tt was hnrn.

it was snltl and that financed a secnntl car. with a simpler
chassis. which largelv used Austin Atit) cnmpnnents. That.
tnn. was snld. A third car was made. fnr \'1l’ilkir1stJn's nwn
use. anti h}.-' 1955 T‘v'R was readv tn market a kit car using
prnprietarv fihreglass hndies. which were then appearing in
Britain. A new tuhular hackhnne chassis was designed in
195'? antl. the ftillnwing vear. three cnmpetitinn spnrts cars
went tn America; all earlv T‘v’Rs which crnssetl the Atlantic
were called __lnmars. nameti fnr_Inhn and Margaret Saidal. the
children nf itav Saidal. the first t_lS impnner. During 1957 the
first nf the nnw familiar GT cnupes was made. pioneer nf
what was tn hecnme a familiar British tvpe; a spnrting GT
car using a fihreglass htidv anti prnprietary cnmpnnents.

Arthur i.illev acquired the cnmpany in IEHSS. Martin Lillev
hecame managing directnr. anti the cnrrtpanv name hecame
T‘v'tt Engineering Ltd. This was retainetl thrnugh tn the 1990s.
althnugh Peter Wlieeler had taken nver in 1982. Befnre the
end nf the iilfitls the factt_ir§.' had settled tlnwn. and this was
reflected in imprnved httild qualitv. T"'v'R survivetl hv gning

fnr market niches. anti filling them mnre cnmpetentlv titan
mnst. tn the estent that in the l9St.is it cnultl claim tn he the
largest indepentlent prnducer nf spnrts cars in the IIK.

Gltllllillltll I, I Q51-59.. Prod: approx 100. The first
"Wit spnns cars hatl a smnnth fihreglass hndv whnse frnnt
antl rear l‘i~tIIt_l}"'Jv't}]‘l-It catne frnm the satne tnnuld! Flarlv 'l"*.-llits
were nntch-hack cnuptI."s tsis huilt). anti the first Granturas
tin ISJSHJ shnwed the unmistalteahle influence nf these cars;
thev were never fnrmalljv stvled. thev iust evnlved. Under
the skin was a tuhular h:.tt'kl"it_ir|e frame with R-"til" tnrsinn har
and trailing arm indepentlent suspensinn at hnth ends;
engine nptinns ranged frnm the Fnrd 1l72cc side-valve unit
tn the l'vtt_iA. As well as vvttle variatinns in mechanical
specificatinn. these earlv cars varied in nther details fnr they
were prtitiuctinn-engineeretl nn the run. wire wheels were
standard. as were tirum hrakes. h|.:t there was a lnng list nl
nptinns and a few lightweight cars were huilt fnr racing. True
tn its rnnts. T‘v'R snld these cars as kits in Britain.

ll .

TVII Grantura, I953

G_r||||h||-a ll/Ill, I 960-6 I / I 96 I -62. Prod:
approx -'-itlt]. Althnugh ii}-' 1960 rva faced manv rivals fnr
its niche in the market anti the hackstage mnves ii}; snme nf
the investnrs in the cnmpany read like the script fnr a snap
npera. it cnntinueti tn make prngress. it was helped hv the
quality nf its fihreglass. the fact the Grantura was quieter
than mnst cars in its class. and hv cnntinunus develnpment.
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Grantura IIA. I961

Alnng the wav. hnwever. the car acquired abnut ltltllh in
eittra weight, althnugh the lightweight cnmpetitinn versinn
remained an nptinn. The ]SSi:lcc t-ltlhhp MGA engine was
usual hut Fnrd and t'jnventrv Climas units were nptinnal.
Rack and pininn steering was stantlartl and the i'vikilA had

III
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front disc hrakes anti the l{i22cc Sfihhp MGA engine.
Althnugh the car was finding acceptance. the cnmpany was
in a mess and went into liquitlation in 1962.

Gl‘ÀIlI'Ill"lI III, I Q52-54.. Prod: approx 911. Under
new management prnductinn was slnw tn get intn its stride.
but the ivikiit was a much imprnved car and was received
enthusiastically by the press. There was a hra ntl new chassis.
also a multi-tuhular hackhnne arrangement. anti there was
independent suspensinn all rnund hy coil springs and
wishhones. Although there were Fortl anti Climas options.
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Grantura Ill, ltildl

almost all cars had the 1(i.2.?.t‘t' MGA engine or the 17l:l2ct'
MGB unit. Bnth gave a 1UOn1pltr’1(itikmh capability.

Ty’R‘s new priorities can he judged hy the fact that mnst
nptinnal e:-rtras were comfort features. and the lightweight
versinn was drnppetl. Uri the tither hand. the wnrks did enter
a team of cars in selected events such as Le Mans and
Sehring—and wished it hadn't. for the prngramme was a
fiasco. All TVS cars huilt in this period stayed in Britain anti
were officially soltl as kits tn be assemhled by selected dealers.

Grllllill 20¢/GOO, I Q63-G5. Prod: approx 300.
Legend has it that when the works "nnt-~. raced at Sehring.
they intrigued the American racing car entrant jack Griffith.
who saw them as a pntential new 'Gnhra‘. Be that as it may.
the first man tn install a Ford VS into a TVR was the British
works driver Peter Bolton. who remembers it as a heast.
When Griffith made an approach. TVR jumped at it and
supplied hodyfchassis into which Griffith installed the +¢l727cc
Ford VS. and four-speed Fnrd manual gearbort fautomatic
was an optionl. Griffith put his own hatlge on the cars when
they arrived in America. which esplains why some American
writers often list it as a distinct marque.

Pnwer ranged between 191hhp and 27-'1hhp; even with
the mild engine the car would top ifitiiniphi/’22‘_5ltn1h tti-
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¿timph in sht secnnds] while with a hot motor it would top
l'_"'?-l'_5l11[)l1af2'5\lillCI11l'l. The ‘ZUIIF cars were hased on the Mklll,
the sitiltl‘ on the better-engineered TVR 1vik1‘l-A Gnly 2.0 cars
stayed in Britain. where some are still raced. While British
T‘v'1-1 huyers would put up with the hard ride and patchy
quality. American huyers (who were paying more) wanted
hetter quality and hetter engineering and were not
encouraged hy such hasic prnhlems as a tendency to overheat.

There was annther prnhlem; when you replace an MG
engine with a Fnrd V8 you get a terjy interesting change in
weight distrihutinn. When driven hard. the Griffith was
unhalanced and fundamentally unsafe. The American writer
David E. Davis summed it up; “lGriffith changed] it from a
passive little car which did nothing wrong to a manic little
car which did nothing right."

Grantura MRIVI I 8005, I 96I--¿6/ I 966-G1.
Prod: 90r’7B. Although the Grantura continued tn be TVR’s
mainstay. the company essayed a number of prototypes.
Mtist notably there was a lightweight and aerodynamically
advanced coupti designed by Frank Costin. which was really
not for TVR. and there was the lnvely Trident (qv). which
was taken over and produced separately. Tylit was not set
up to make either tit was going through a hairy period
economically. and did not gain financial stability until the
Lilley family acquired control in 1965). The 18005 was
distinguished by its ‘Mame tail twith Ford Cnrtina tail lights);
an MGB engine was standard. and a 115bhp version could
he supplied on the rvtktv. The other main differences were
that the Mkll? had steel wheels (wires optional). a larger fuel
tank. hetter trim and an estentled list of options which
included a Sundym rear screen.

VIXIII 5‘ /$2/$3, I Q61-‘B/' I 95,-,“/f I F7“-
721- Prod: 117291553/163. There was little to distinguish the
‘v'i:ten from its predecessors apan from a new bonnet scoop.
tinder the new owners. hnwever. the factory was able to

Wltlfliten 52

settle down and huild the cars properly—quaii1"y. trim. and
refinement improved. Although that brought a weight
penalty. performance remained brisk (1tIi6mphf17tlkmh. tl-
ti¿mph in eleven seconds]. Apart from the ¿rst 12 cars. which
had MG engines. the Vixen line had the 1599Ce Ford engine
in SSl."ihp Cnrtina GT trim. The switch to Ford power and the
fitting of steel wheels as standard (wires and alloys were
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W11 Tuscan Racer

hackhnne chassis was similar tn the rest of the range. only
the dimensions changetl from motlei to mndel. there were
tiisc hrakes on all four wheels and suspensinn was hy dnuhle
wishhnnes all rnund. Pnwer came from a ~"it_1tihhp =ii.*"i-litre
versinn of the itnver ‘v't-1 engine which resuitetl in a masimum
speed of t(1‘5rnplt,i-""Et3Skrtth tti-titlmplt in 5.7 seconds}.

5|lIIII IIQIII, IIIIIOIIIIIIII I ¿ll. Originally the
Speed Eight was intended as the eventual replacement fnr
the jitii. hut it was not receivetl with overwhelming
enthusiasm when first shnwn in 1'i}'i~l‘iJ. A year was spent
reworking the design and when the result was unveiletl at
the lf)*Jt'l British Motor Show it hati grown intn a 2+2. the
first cnnveniihle 3+2. in T‘v'tt's history. The hackhnne chassis
was similar in cnncept tn nther T‘v'R mndels. hut a dnuhle
wishhnne rear suspensinn laynut seen on the prntntype was
changed to fitted drive shafts and lnwer wishhnnes on
prnductinn mndels.

A Zlitl-l"ihp 5S'St'lct' versinn of the itover VS was used and
TVR claimetl a top speed of iii-"iimpli.»"'l‘.;?i.?.k:nh l_'[l-(‘1(ll‘"t"t[)l't in
5.7 secnntisl. A it-lfihltp ="i.5—litre version was an option and.
as on other models with the Rover engine. disc hrakes were
fitted all round. Production hegan in 1991.

GrlÀlih. Introduced ‘I 99¢. The Grif¿th was
designed to he the ‘entry level‘ model tn the range of cars
with Rover engines. The hndy was entirely new. but much
of the car. inclutling the interior was sourced from the S5.
The prntntype had the trailing arm rear suspensinn from the
S5 hut Tuscan rear suspension was used on production cars
when these hegan to appear in 1990. '1"-fit claimed Zatlhhp
from the 5.9-litre engine and this translated into 1=iiSmphf
2.3Skinh and ti-Gtlmph in 4.9 seconds. TVR was panicularly
an:-tious that the power would be applicable to real driving
conditions and the Griffith was claimed tn be ahle to
accelerate St}-70mph in 7.2 seconds in fourth gear.
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(GB)
A late 1l5lSfls maker of fihreglass hndy shells and chassis
frames for the special huiltler. 'T'WM alsn marketed a two-
seat kit which usetl Austin A55 running gear. Willi the
optional Downton Engineering version of the engine. it was
claimed tn he good for ltlÀtiipltf lhtikmh.

TWR (GB)
Frnm the late 1fJ7tls Tom \IIi*'alkinsh:tw' Racing modified cars
frnm Mazda. BMW and jaguar. Hand in hand with these
activities went a number of highly successful racing
programmes. including _]aguar's Grnup G effort. in the late
19B[ls Tlitfltiaguar variants were marketed by a joint_]aguar-
'w’aikinshaw company called ‘_jaguarSport' which was
responsihle for the _laguar 14.12211 and 1-{JR-1S *supercars’.

‘IX (GB)
Designed by Tnris Bennett. son of the founder of Fairthorpe.
some TX cars were sold under the Fairthorpe name but a
separate company tTechnical Eztponents Ltd) was created in
1971] to market the ‘Tripper’. Availahle complete or as a kit
until 197i-l. the Tripper was a four-seat open car with a
doorless fihreglass hody which seemed inspired (if that‘s the
word} by a heach buggy. The chassis was basically the same
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TI Tripper departed in WTB

as that of the Fairthorpe "D-t GT. but suspension was from
the Triumph GT6. The usual engines fitted were the Triumph
Spitfire or Ford Cnrtina GT units. but options included the
2-litre or 2.5-litre Triumph straight-sht. Too ugly to live. the
Tripper's demise was a merciful release.



UVA

an UH engine mnunted :m1id:-ahip:~;. l.T"»"A :11:-an À‘1Ll{|£_’ the ‘F|.1giI:i\.-'e
u Hzljzn-style Tilillll¿-11:1‘? h;1:~;e:;l un KW Beetle running gear.
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UV!‘ Munluge [top], F33 Can hm [middln] nnd Fugilive {bone-ml



l.lE 'l'E (USA)
An eutrageeus twe-seat epen ‘nestalgia’ car ei IEJHI; it had
a fihreglass heclv. an ene-nnt:-us lit-ennet. and running gear
and a T-'.=.~-litre ‘R-"H engine hv Linceln.

vAuw4|.|. (GB)
In 1219i} a limited" editien ell a new sperts ceupe tltat weuld
revive the name efthe 1950s Fennula 1 team was anneunced.
The car was hased cm a special Letus whiclt £'}H.?~i [the current
ewner ell "vanclerv-'ell Predttcts. the ct anpanv which made the
‘v'anwa|li had cemmissiened as an eshihitien_.---"puh]icitv
vehicle in 1969. This was a Letus ii? tthe racing versien ef
the Eurepe} Fitted with a Rever "v'H engine. live-speed ZF
gearhci:-:. wider wheels and uprated hrakes.

IJGI-IA (USA)
A ‘L'~‘:|'}'t]l1HL‘LiFt‘ ctitlt¿t. which anneunced a sperts t.'ar in l9'?v'i.
Tltere seems te he ne recerd that a car was cempleted, let
alene delivered. hut ene was shewn. A 1.‘?-litre ehc R-"H engine
w'as plannned.
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@:1on(us/rt)
an .»~'unerican supercar which pepped up in reference heeks
frem IQHU as a 'real‘ car and even threatened te he put inte
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preductien. A 5.?-litre Chevrnlet engine. with twin turhe-
chargers_ was meunted amidships in an aluminium mene-
ccicltie and cielivered its (*.»i'ii'_lhl"1p threugh a reversed
Gldsntehile Terenade ieriginallv frent wheel drive}
transmissien- Fri mt suspensien was hrv ceil springs and deuhle
wishhenes. while the rear laveut used a de Dien asle. S-tvling
was spectacular. with gull-wing deers. and everv cenceivahle
estra was effered. including heated seats. Depending en turhe
htmst, speeds til‘ up in EsiiJmpl1»""59Uktnlt were cirrtrnera’ se.,
naturallv. there were massive disc hrakes all reund.

Details ef cars cempleted and seld remain in skeletal
eutline c.-nl‘_v'. hut then ene weuld net espect ene's tailer te
divulge iniermatien aheut ene's wardrehe—ifsemething can
he heught eff the peg, like .a Ferrari FAD. it is tee cheap te
he e-1' lasting value.

VECTOR ENTERPRISES (USA)
A late 1'5)?-iiJs cepv ef the 198% Cltevrelet Cnrvette Fer peer
peeple whe ceuld net aiTt:~rtl the real thing hut whe ceuld
st.retch tn a fihreglass hedv and a medium-siaetl GM dener
car such as the F-‘entiac I.e i'viians er Cltevrelet ivlente Earle.

v (USA)
in 195i) this spurts car wen a design cempetitien erganised
luv a meter ntagaaine and three vea rs later it appeared in the
metal. It had a space frame skinned with an aluminium hedy.
and a .E'..2—litre side-valve Ferd ‘v’H engine. Preductien medels
were scheduled te have fihreglass panels and a range ei
engines including MG and Singer units. hut it is deuhtful il
it reached preductien.

_:|:|'|' Q
just after the Secend Werld ‘)i1i='arl't:irtner Bl'vI"'\'Ii=' engineers Ernst
Leef and Lerenz Dietrich cemhined with e:-t-Aute Lfnien
driver Schersch Meier te huild spens cars. This was ne easv
ieh in pestwar Gemtanv tin the American aene ne car ever
1i]i)[ic?c ceuld he huilt} hut thev invited ewners ef taste 521!-is
te hring their cars fer cenversien te spens-racers and single
seaters. Thev then tneved te the French aene, where they
ceuld eperate epenlv, and Leef designed a new engine hased
en the BMW 52-H unit which was huilt hv Heinkel. Perhaps
this was tee amhitieus. fer the firm feided in "1950 and
Dietrich left. Leef. hewever. retumed in the same vear and,
frem a werkshep under the main grandstand at the
hiurhurgring. made small numhers ef cars threugh te 1955.
Then he returned te BMW. which had just resumed car
preductien. Altheugh uitintatelv a failure. "v'eritas did mere
than anv ether marque te revive meter spert in German}-'
after the War.

MIFIOI, '| Q‘-U-5Q-v Prod: 78 (all types). This twe-
seater was hased en the tuhular frame ef the special I:‘ii'1-"l"W
which wen the 1940 Brescia GP isemetimes wrenglv. called
the 194i] Mille Migliai. Pewer came Frem tsvnv 323 engines
in varieus states cif tune. and se.-nte even had reller hearings.
Since Leef was a BMW man. and I5i'vWi’ had been streets
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ahead ef ether ct impanies hefere the '\I'1i-"ar when it came te
aeredvnamics en its cempetitien cars. the Meteer had an
enveleping hndv. tifiemtanv was net pennitted te espen
cemplete cars hut the centents ef serne crates ef spares‘
imperted inte France here a marked similaritv te the ivteteer.

Verilus Mutant at the W50 Eifelrennen

Bylill-‘ilrlllll, ‘I 95¢-52.. Prod: see abeve. This is
a reallv ehscure meter car. It used a tuhular frame and a
'.»’~’i-~’ic*c* Àat-twin Fanhard engine cemplete with Fanhard
gearhcet and frent wheel drive. The cahrielet hedies were
designed hv ‘v’eritas and huilt ht.-' Baur ef Stuttgart. it was a
nicelv prepertiened little car hut it was enlv anether Panhard
special and few Gemtans had the cash te huv ene.

.--"‘ i
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‘I951 Dyna-Vuriius

Saturn/icurplnn/Camel, ‘I950-52. Prod: see
above. All ef these cars had Leef"s new seven-hearing
‘square straight sis. ef léititicc. altheugh shen-streke 1.?»-litre
versiens ceuld he supplied and BMW 52H engines were alse
fitted. Between 9Sl"iltp and 1~i?l1ltp was availahle. fed threugh
a five-speed ‘hes (verv unusual at the time). and altheugh
the eld BMW frame was retained it had uprated hrakes and
a de Dien rear asle. The Saturn was a ceupe. the Scerpien

4.!-.
-

Vnriiu: 5-alum, I950

a cahrielet. and heth had lO2in wheelhases. while the Cc:-met
was a dual-purpose car en a 9£.Sin wheelhase. Fer the recerd.
Leefalse huilt a leng wheelhase saieen.t’cahrieiet. thejupiter.

VEIIO C (CDN)
Frem 1981 this cempanv made high-quality and eitpensive
cepies ef the Auhum Speedster. Cerd 810 and varieus types
ef Duesenherg. including repreductiens ef ene~eff special
hedies. The pewer unit was nemtallv a 40-[ihhp GM V8.

VETIA v_:|~|1_'u|u (us/-x)
Made in small numhers lav the Vanguard Meters Cerp ef
Dallas hetween 19651 and 1966. the Buick-pewered ‘Fetta
Ventura was identical te the Apelle tqv) hut eutlasted it by
a few menths and was availahle eniv as a ceupe.

_ - _ - 1 1‘?t'54Ve1'tu Venture

VEYIAT (F)
First shewn in 1990 with a view te preductien in 1991. the
Vevrat (:1-5t'] 'v'S was an epen mid—engined twe seater with
stvling fellewing the pretervpe Fininfarina Mythes. Its
censtructien fellewed centemperan_,»‘ cempetitien car practice.
with fullv rt rse-ieinted deuhle wishbone and ceil spring
independent suspensien all reund. and a hedy cemhining
aluminium and carh-on ¿bre. Fewer came frem a standard
EU-[lhhp 3-litre Alfa Remee ‘v’-5 engine. and since the prettwype
weighed eniv 1S7[ilh acceleratien was claimed te be
t=iecrrr]j'tttg. Cine dav. perhaps. schelars may he ahle te prebe
the depths ef such werds and we mav all gain as a result.

VlC'l' . SS (USA)
A mid-19‘5i]s maker ef chassis frames and fihreglas.~. hetlies
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te enahle the enthusiast te make epen er ceupe spens cars
using altnest anv American car as a dener.

!||(||~|e (es)
Claimed tn have heen inspired hv the SSIUU. this preiect cif
the earlv l9SOs required the eager punter te previde ajaguar

er I‘-tlfi. and a fairlv large hag ef geld. in return he weuld
receive an ungainlv 19fit'is-stvle twe seater. It appears that
few. if tint‘. were sti ftielish.

1 ||u|~|s cnns @
This l"Jt'.'IJri‘_v‘ 2+2 cciupe. which used Ferd Escert Mk 1.»-"2 running
gear. arrived in 195? and seems te have depaned seen
afterwards.

VI CENT (GB)
A lF)Stis maker ef a fihreglass lititlv kit. the ‘Hurricane. te
save rusted Triumph Spitfires and t.i'l‘t‘is.
ii-I-—-I _ -I-iiiiiqiqi

f E-

Vincent Hurricane

I CENT see svttrtties stieers c.=uts

VINDICATOR (GB)
intreduced in 19911}. the ‘v'indicater SH was a leev-ccist spens
car with an eriginallv styled full—width fibreglass hedv. a
Targa tep. and Ferd Cenina Mk 4i-“'5 running gear. The same
vear ‘tiindicater anneunced the 'Sprint*. a hasic sperts car in
the Caterham Seven idiem.

VI LA ID (IS)
Haraldur "Harry" Iviagnttssen came te England in 1959 with
the aim cif making his mark as a racing driver. hut he
cemmitted himself te the SÀ¿cc Femiula 3+ at a time when it
had heceme a lest cause. Te suppc.-rt himself Harrv werked
fer _lehn Teieire ic|v) as a welder and when he returned te

vetKE'v¥JAeEt\|

Iceland in lijifitfi he was regarded as a man ef seme stature
in lecal metering circles. Cln the hack ef that Mttgnttsstrn
huilt a cepv ef the AC Ace ieriginallv a Tejeire design) hut.
te circumvent Iceland's ta:-t rules. it was fitted with the ‘I-}?ct'
Ferd IUSE engine and was seld as the ‘viinland "Saga".

Ferferrnance was l'l1t_‘Lil'-'.JCI't.3l’J‘f mest peeple's standards hut
was mere than adequate fer lceland’s read svstem and 19
were tnade in the first vear. in lililfil the veteran indvcar racer.
Chuck Garfield. anneunced plans te impen the chassis.»’hedv
inte Califernia and fit an American ‘v't-t engine. The Cehra had
net appeared in 1961 and the name ‘Chuck Gar¿eld‘ (lees
net appear in Carrell .Shell‘iv's heek en the Cehra.

Unfertunatelv fer Garfield. hefere he ceuld take deiiverv
ef the first chassis the ‘ti-“inland preject felded—-there were
simplv net eneugh peeple in Iceland whe wanted te huv an
epen sperts car. Harrv Magnussen later hecame ene ef the
kev men in Saah's rallv pregramrne. Seme ‘Finland Sagas
have heen fitted with -'i.'.-i’-litre Ferd VS engines and passed
eff as Cehras.

VISCOIJ -'l'
with a ¿breglass hedy which vaguelv recalled the lines ef
the Asten Manin Ulster. the rnid-19S[is ‘TC' was designed te
make a ‘traditienaf spens car frem a nisted Triumph Herald
hut it suffered frem direct cemparisen with i‘~ICi‘s rival kit.

orons (GB)

A late l9BIIis tnaker ef Letusr"Caterham Seven ieekalikes
marketed as the Rahman tlt¿hhp 2-litre Ferd engine) and
the Seventv Seven tllfihhp 2-litre Ferd engine]. In 1990 the
cempanv was werking en an eriginal design te he knewn
as the 'I*~Iarde‘.

VOLKSWAGEN (D)
Since se manv cars in this velume are hased en the V‘~I-ii
Beetle. it weuld he edd if the medel was net recerded. Dr
Ferdinand Fersche helieved in a 'peeple‘s car‘ and in 1951
hegan werk en his Freject 12. which was the Beetles
recegnisahle ancester. He ceuld net afferd te make it himself
hut the metercvcle manufacturers. Ztindapp. cemmissiened
a design fer a pepular car. and three pretetvpes were made
hefere Ziindapp withdrew when the mt'rtert"}rcle market
perked up. in 1955 anether metercvcle maker. NSLT.
cemmissiened werk en a car: mere pretetvpes were made
and then NSU decided te cencentrate en its metercvcles. hut
further pregress had heen made.

Cine persen whe shared Fersche‘s dream ef a cheap pepular
car was ndelf Hitler and in I954 Fersche was invited te meet
the Gemtan Chanceller te discuss such a pretect. Typically.
Hitler was leng en ideas and shen en meney. se Persche was
mere er less erdered te preceed. and he had te u.se seme ef
his ewn meney te de se. Funher. there was cencened
eppesitien frem ether German car makers whe did net like
the idea ef a cut—price car. hut when Adelf said semething was
geed evervhedv had te agree that. ves. it had its peints.

Hitler laid the feundatien stene fer the ‘tfelkswagenwerk



the Beetle hadge. and the cempaniesi nest cellaheratien was
marketed as a ‘Persche’ (924).

9 ‘I IS/91 45¢, ‘I 959-73/' I 97'2-T5- Prod: 78.643.
This was mere ‘~*"‘~1i' than Persche since the 9145 had the air-
ceeled flat-feur engine frem the ‘Willi’ 411; it was ef 1t'i?9cc
until 19?2 when a 1?95cc versien was ¿tted. Manv ef the
ether cempenents. including suspensien. came frem MW httt
there were disc hrakes en all feur wheels and a five-speed

'lW'3 VW-Pnrsche 9'14

gearhes: with a Spenematic tiptitin. Despite awful stvling
and an inflated price tag it seld quite strenglv in seme
markets. but net at all well in ethers such as Britain. The
91-iSC flhd eniv] had a 19?1cc engine and 120mphf195kin1t
was claimed. hut that did net impreve the heast‘s leeks.
lewer the price. er erase the ‘Witt hadge.

9|‘/G, 'I§¿9-11.. Prod: 3351. Like the 91-"1iS. the
‘Fersche’ versien {it had a lltihhp 911T engine) handled well
hut it still had edd leeks and a high price tag. Perfermance
was quite respectable fer the time. with a tep speed ef
12’_5mph,=’2tI1/illkmh {O-6t1mph in 8.5 secends) but few peeple
wanted a car with a vw hadge which cest mere than ajaguar
E Type. and Persche freaks shied away frem a car which.
altheugh it handled better than a 911T. cest almest as much
as a real Fersche. In fact. apan frem hedging. the eniv
eutward sign that this was the *superier' versien was Persche
wheels. Seen after its launch it was clear that it was never
geing te sell. and ne rhd versien was made.
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VOLVO

Q1 5, 'I 911 . Pr¿ 20. In an attempt te put seme aip
inte the 914%. Fersche planned a versien with the 19-Dhhp
fuel-iniected 9115 engine. This had wider tyres. a tep speed

VW-Pnrsche 9115

ef 14'5mphJ255kmh. and a fitted reef instead ef the Targa
tep. It ceuld have heen a real read burner hut Fersche read
the sales figures which the *afferdahle' cars were achieving
and realised that. fer all its merits. the mere espensive E116
weuld hemb. The preject was therefere cancelled hefere
preductien had efficiallv hegun.

VOLVO (S)
The frivelirv which evervt'ine asseciates with Sweden is
epitemised hv ‘ttelve. Feunded in 1926. it sells cars en the
safetv ticket vet has never pieneered an active safety measure
t'e.g. anti~leck hrakes ,1. fer ‘v'eives pretect passengers rt_,fi‘era
crash. Frem time te time. hewever. ‘v'elve has essayed a
sperts car hut thev have heen jtrvless.

P1 QUU, ‘I Ql¿. Prod: 67. In 1954 an arrangement with
the American fihreglass specialist Glasspar tqvi resulted in
a pleasant-leeking twe-seat sperts car en a tuhular chassis
with PV444 saleen suspensien. 1.-’-i-litre ?Ohhp engine. three-
speed gearhe:-t and sis. veit electrics. This was first seen in
1955. and went inte preductien in 1956. It did net take the
werld hv stenn and ene ef the first acts ef newlv—appeinted
chief esecutive Engeliau was te ase the medel.

Volvo PIPE}, I956

PI I00/‘I SO05/‘I BGOE, ‘I 951 -GI-/‘I 96l-6I/
1 969-71 . Prod: 6oetv'23.993/'9414. The tJvET'~?'v'-Elglll rate
hegan life with a lÀ¿hhp versien ef the 1'?T-‘Sec ‘Amaaen’
engine which weuld prepel it te ii1?ntplt.t1'.i2.knih t't_1-titimplt
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1943 Wimille
prototype

Ctdd leeking hut very slipperv. the Winrille hegan life with
a Citret-in 11C‘v" engine hut these huilt frem 19tit'1 had a 2.5-
litre side valve Ferd VS. a French ceusin ef the ‘vii-1 Filet
engine. The chassis was a rwin-tuhe affair with suhstantial
cress-hracing te make a verv rigid structure. frent suspensien
was hv ceil springs and deuhle wishhenes. and the
independent rear set—up was hv ceil springs and trailing artns.
The engine was mid-meunted and altheugh the maker ef the
feur-speed rear-meunted gearhrat was net acknewledged in
the cempanv‘s literature. it appears te have heen an adaptatien
ef the Citreen fwd unit.

The shen hennet centained the radiater. hatterv and spare
wheel; the driver sat in the middle witlt twin passenger seats
a little further hack. Bedv features ahead ef their time were
the "'v'enetian hl ind‘ rear windew treatment (later pepularised
hv the Lamberghini Miura 1. recessed drier handles. and deers
which eittended inte the reef-line. Freductien cars had the
radiater in the rear. with air intakes iust hehind the deers.
which allewed seme luggage space. Even with eniv aheut
Ttihhp it was claimed that the car weuld tep the ten. which
speaks velumes fer its aeredvnamic effic?iencv'.

VIINGFIELD (GB)
Since the earlv 19S(1s. Ftird GT4¿ resterer Bryan ‘tlitingfield
has made small numhers ef very accurate cepies ef the_laguar
C and D Tvpes seurced frem the _laguar E Tvpe. In 1'-Wt} the
cempany. which had heceme '1I1eetvpe Replicas Ltd‘. shewed
a versien ef the ene-eff _laguar X115.

n 0 n_ (_<3B)
leng estahlished British ‘Àint’ Beetle specialist whese wide
range ef fihreglass hedies included an evecatien ef a 195-tis
‘Willvs Ceupe fer street redding.
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Wi:1:|r|:l Beetle Rnadster

WYNES

OOIIII-I. (USA)
"*iv’tititl1,-" Wtiodill was a pieneer American kit car maker whe
claimed it was pessihle te make ene ef his cars in 14 heurs.
and apparentlv preved it. He heught fihreglass hedies frem
Glasspar and medified them. adding hinges. lecks and se
en. The chassis was engineered te take Ferd pans. and seme
cars were seld cemplete. making them the werld's first
fihreglass-htedied preductien ca r.

Between 1952 and 19SH. fer an American with S2i1tJ-[J and
a dener car. the ‘Wildfire effered street-cred en the cheap.
and if veu wanted stvle witheut getting veur hands dirtv.
veu ceuld huv ene cemplete fer $52613. Since the suspensien
and hrakes were Ferd. and the chassis was net the epitetne
ef rigiditv. 3.-ea weuld net have wanted te race ene against.
sa.v. a T115 en a winding read hut. fer a time. thev enieved
immense prestige and appeared in three Htillywtatd mevies.
Esact preductien figures remain a mysterv; 11Ft"ic.idill
estimated ¿tfitll. Cilasspar said it supplied less than 1013 hedies.

__ - L

‘W0-odill Wild¿re,
_ ‘ti-ail iv.-is

S (GB)
Frem 1990 ‘itifvnes ntade the ‘McCtiv‘_. which had previeuslv
heen huilt hv Birchall tqvi.

l¿Àwynerhk¿oy



EILLION

ll.I.IO (USA)
In the late 1E1Si1s. 1-tillien hegan te cenven Fentiac Fieres inte
setnething whieh ceuld he mistaken fer a Ferrari 52H.
Satisfied with this preject. Xillien launt'hed plans te cenvert
Fieres inte leekalikes ef ether mid-engined cars—and the
civilised werld was unahle te step it.

KR-6 (USA)
A He.t Rrefttitigaaine preject. huilt te inspire its readers in
1'E}{’vi. An epen twe-seater. it had a ttihular tihassis. a slim
angular hedy with edd cycle wings and a fltitlge slit-cylinder
engine.

XTC (USA)
ETC effered te cenven a Fentiac Fiere inte a cestemised
Ferrari Testaressa. cenven Flain _]ane inte Sephia Leren.
tinder the plastic surgery. the car was still a Fiere.

YA K (USA)
A twe-seat aluminium-hedied sperts car effered witlt a ‘tTv'i]lys
2.2-litre feur-cylinder engine in 1'5,‘-"iii. Tep speed was
?Hntpl1.»'"12'5knih {aheut the same as the iviti T131. hut even
with a medest S1-Iiilfi price tag there were few takers.

55 '5'-.|!'."F L45/“>1
Offered hetween 1955 and 1‘J.“':-~"i. the Clipper had a
lightweight chassis which used mainly Ferd running gear.
including a l¿flhlip ‘v'i"i engine. and was finished liy a Glasspar
G-2 fihreglass hedy. The car lew and mean hut needed
te he seld at a rate ef ten a week te iustify its price ef EF-Siifltl
The l‘:-uying puhlic. hewever. decided that this was tee niuclt
te pay fer semething with a special huilder"s hedy and few
were seld.

YI Kl (GB)
‘r'imkin Engineering appeared in the late 1‘E3'=it'1s as an engine
tuning werkshep. specializing in the BMC ‘A’ and ‘B’ series
engines. in 1958 it started te make a hasic ‘cluhman"s' spens
car te the usual recipe: a space frame. ceil spring and deuhle
vvishhene frent suspensien. a well-lecated live rear EtJ't.lL?. and
a skimpy hedy witlt cycle wings. Ah-eut sis; were made. and
mest were used en heth read and track. enjeying eneugh
success en the tracks fer a ct iuple tttere te he huilt fer Fertnula
junier. ‘fitnkin felded when heth partners n'tarried—a
husiness which will suppen twe enthusiastic hachelers will
net necessarily suppen twe families—hut ene efthe partners.
Den Sim. later heunced hack with his Diva GT iqvi.



H DER (D)
Every se eften Zender threatens the werld with an eriginal
sperts car design. hut. in the end. it centinues te make
cenversiens and hedy kits. The main prehlem has heen
ecenemic and se a series ef prernising pretetypes have
remained ne mere than that. The cempany's mest recent
pretetype was the FACT ~'i. a mid~engined ceupe in the Italian
supercar idieni. lt ltad a hedy and nieneceque ef carhen
fihre and a twin turhecharged versien ef the 5t'i|5.3ict' Audi vs
engine which cleiivered its -i»"'it-ilfilip threugh a five-speed ZF
gearhes.. A tep speed ef lililiiipli.-i¿tlfikrnli {Ll-t’10r1tpl‘i in All
secends} was claimed.

T IF\ -i"liI.l 1..... .

i"I'_"'_ ' -in.
..-1IiZI|.

"IF

fl'.;tl-is.,._..1

Iencler FACI 4

ZETA (AUS)
Lighthum ef Adelaide was -.1 diverse cempany whese activities
included the assemhly ef Alfa Retirees fer the Australian
market. In 1*9fi5 it marketed a utility micre-car and fellewed
with a sperts versien styled hy Micheletti. The plet was a
channel chassis. all-independent suspensien. a fihreglass hedy
and a mid—meunted 16hhp ‘i00cc F.M.R. engine. Tep speed
was claimed te he T¿inplt hut the Zeta Sperts really helenged
te the micre-car craze ef the mid-Fifties rather than the Sir-rties.
when the Mini and Sprite were en the scene. Neither medel
seld particularly well and the cempany ceased preductien in
1960 having ntade a tetal ef aheut 550 cars. slit ef them the
sperts medel.

IGC Ill (GB)
Late 1‘_~)'?0s maker ef a 1950s style kit car with a radiater that
was suspicieusly similar te the Ft-R trademark. A tuhular chassis
teek medified Triumph Spit¿re suspensien and the usual
engine was the l'vICiB unit hut very few were made.

ZITA

ll Ell (USA)
 

In 1980. the well—knewn caravan maker. Zimmer. hegan te
market a ‘nestalgia’ ceupé. the ‘Gelden Spirit‘. A hespeke ceil-
spning chassis. which had a wheelhase ef 1ti2 inches. used
Ferd running gear including a til litre "v't-i engine. Like mest
nestalgia cars it was erttravagent and eutrageeus. mere fer
shew than ge.

ZITA (GB)
First seen in 1971. the Zita ZS had a httndstrnte. and well-
trimmed. fihreglass hedy ¿tted te a vw Beetle fleerpan. it was
intended te effer a cemplete kit. with full trim. wiring and
instruments. hut enly ene funher car was made hefe-re the
preject fell apan due te an intemal disagreement ameng the
partners whe made it. it is pessihle that smite further esamples
were made using Austin lB00 cempenents in a h-esp-eke chassis.
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Auhurn Fhaeten cepy. Temmerews Classic. E9?
readster..-fspeedster cepies. Aul‘iurn_ ji-1; Classic? Car.

 i re. Elegant. ate. Glassic. 1-t-t; Ruska. 2?-t;
The alphahetical sequence means that this heek is alsti an Seutheastern. 235: lfettiÀtlt‘. :’i11'1
indes. te makes. This supplementary indeit is a guide te 1*-'Jl"-‘illllv Lt1lT'1"I1t1- 134
medel nantes and te cepies ef cars that were eriginally huilt ~*l1'J~"i11I"1-11~i1'i11'-‘~“_l"'. 59-L11
hy majer manufacturers. The cepies are indei-ted under the 11111 ‘~'11Pi"~ 1_1i~1l"5li11'1F~ 1'-1'l-l
name ef the seurce medel where this is a pest—19-"i5 car 500i} cepy. HMC. 152
included in the htitik- Autehianchi. 9

Autecars. ji-i
j1L]"g|_|-[l"|1 T-"_'1_} i"'t.l.1llI1l(l"i1ll[. {.1

R3111.-1_-y 1~"1;a;_ 131) Avalanche. Geinhaila. 15?‘
5-‘.i;n;1_.’t_h;m]1_ gag Avanti. Studehaker. 291

Ahhet. Healey. 151 d~5"11i-“‘5- Flhiillilhv 1511
Ahingden. DMS. 100
g[j_ t)_1g Bal‘i‘y. Talhet. Z95

Ace. *1); Califernia cepy. ti-i 1111i111L‘s‘l‘11~ 1‘-‘1i111‘11i 1'-13
tjehra. 10; cepies. AD. -'15; Arnta. 3521. A.urera. SB; Aute- Bantam. Blakely. "13

l"'t1‘L‘L't.fl'. -15; BRA. 5ft; Brightwheel. 551; CAR. 69-. CK. 1111"-10111» '1'L‘1"-Tiiit 394
??; Cheetah. 7'1; Centemperary Classic. S0; DAJL 100; 11Fi""'~'i11~ B1111“-‘~’ll*'~ 551
DMS. 100; Elegant. ltitii Etta. lei); Everett-Men‘istin_ Bentley ‘iii litre cepies. Claesit‘ Car. '-*7’; Ruatv. F5
110; Fieldhay. 13-1; eh. iste ejst. 145; Cilaspac. ttt; Beretta. Burlingten. es
(iravetti. 147: Hensen. 153; lnvicta. 103; Le’-:R. 187'". 115111111» 11115 511'
l.ihra_ IS‘); Metaline. 21*): Ham. E01; Henh American 11*-fT11I"1i1~ P111l11115~ -3151'
Fihetglass. ets; Fheenis. ass; Pilgrirn. zse. iteel Iierlieeaa B-eser. Ferrari. 120
Stallien. Bf‘:-7'; liush. 3.75; Sheldenhurst. 2H1; Shell. 11*‘-'-‘1"?"-i»1it11'~’-‘T1~ 510115, 3111
EH1; Sentmer. EH5: Setithern Headcraft. it-10; Sperts 1113111. Fti1'11H- 11*1
Car Services. 38?; T=S:A. £')~i; iinidue. 515; Weineiii. L1lI‘1L‘111- 150

1If!{.t't_'g-;[ {J_r_};|_;-;[_ 1lrllii.lI'l'1-fl‘: l1bll£i1‘iL‘lT.i1l.

.i..;~L=~_ .t.r;;_ -1} Black Prince. Invicta. 1(i1
Aceca. AC. 111 lihlw. 5-'1-5'5
Acer. Carlten. tti.) 521-i cepies. Hispane-Alemania. 153; Fedvin. 35?:

)5,-1t;'_j_ 315 Sharre. EFF; Scheili. 2-1-i
gr) .g}p_ 45 Benan;-ta. Fihet'fah_ 1511
Aeredt.-'namic. iilitli. l5-i 1111l"l11iI1- 1‘l\'111""1- 13
gF;~.;_ 15.-t Fiherfah. 1511
Ala d'C1re. Stanguellini. 2.1-tti 111111 15135513111 3111
Alfa ltemee. 1-i-10 Bewden. Super Twe. 2212

Menaa ce-py. 1-'A|.1ttirnehile. Iii? 151‘151'i3'1t '11'1"511
151511 cepy. Leentina. 1i-ii) 1i11*1111-15*~’- 1""11*'~li1~"i~ -131'

."ltllt1t"1lIt.". Cadillac. tit Breeklande. Pataliet. 351
Allard. 19-Z2 l"l1T1'~'-"‘~‘1'11~ 295
,i.|I-,i|~|._f-_ 33-3.1 B11-Ii. Marauder. £0~"i
Alpine. Sunheam. 391 111'-wvttrleerv Dial. 99
America. Ferrari. 115 Bugatti T55 cepies. Antique tit Classic. 50; Classic Car. T5’:

H]"g|_|*p|;]._ gag Dri Sleeve. 105; EL-1-iC=. 1t1{i; Irensntitlt. ltil-. Mike ii-ling
Talhet. 21.15 1T0; Led]. 'lHl.'1: Replicar. 2T2; lit;-y:.tle_ BT41; Teal. .195

Amica. SIATA. EH1 Tiii tile-yalei cepies. iteyale. 27’-‘i; Sharre. .3111-i
Arnigti. Cestin. H1 T15 ‘-'311l'7’lr"~ Rl5'l7l1"'-11113 -FF;
git-1}{_ _.t.}.1[‘__ Qt) T55 cepies. De la Chapelle. 95; Saga. 3?t'r; Stiniula_ 389
Antique. Eniak. tas rse t‘tiF'i'- L-eeiieev 191
_.»i.m-,i;1_ [gm-,[_-in‘ lg; liulldeg. Pilgrim. 250
Aristecat. Autetune. -1.5 Bullet. 1.."‘v'A. 515
Arende Cit‘eane. Simca. EH2 11lJ11111+ 1:-'1"*"15~ 11111
Arret.v. Darlingten. ¿gi
;t_g_1+ i_'_;.;;,|—m¢|~,.;y.n~.,t_-._-;1]1|]_ -re Cah+:.tllista. Dunham. 1055
,tp...;;.;,t_ |;}1;_“.._=.;p;“~_ 1.4.4 Califernia. Ferrari. lli-1

]1;“.;H,_~}~|,_-_ gt] Carnine. Delkit. "£1~‘i
Agtiyn 11.,-1;“-gm _1,4__tv Can-Am 1. lielide. 55

‘t-"ZS cepy. Careusel. ft‘) C11Pf1- F"711"1l 1*’l~1151- 151
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Mercury. 151 Di 1‘-{apeli Ceupe. Marauder. 20=i
Carrera. Carlten. 69 Dine. Ferrari. 119

Fersche. 259; Canerti CT. 261 Fiat. 129
Centren. CF. 1116 Dedge. 7'5. 101

Lalande. liitl Deningten._Iehnard. 1'25
Centurien. Burlingten. (15 Deretti. Swalltznw. 292
Challenge. Sharre. 2?:-1 Deva]. Squire. 21-12
Challenger. Triple C. 51.11 Dragen. Davrian. 91
Charger. D]. 100 Dual-Cihia. 15S

Emheesa. 10? Duesenherg cepies. 105; Elite. 1-(16
Cltevrelet. '21-'24 Duette. Alfa Remee. 1?

Cervette cepies. Mid-America. 225: Temerrtr-.v’s Classic.
29?; 1.-'ecter. 51?’ Eagle SS. 29

Chevren B16 cepy. Marauder. 204 Eclat. Letus. 199
Citnhria. Amere. 29. 2~i-"i Ecesse. AC (Scetlandl. 12
Cipher. Stevens. 21-19 Electren. Fainherpe. 112
Classic T. Defral. 101 Electren Miner. Fairtherpe. 115
Clipper. Trident. 3-01 Elan. Ltitus. first series. 192; secend series. 201

Yankee. .526 Elisar. GFG. 15?
Cehra. AC. 10 Elite. Ltitus. first series. 192; secend series. 191-i
Cemete. Ferd (F1. 151 Elliett. Healey. 150
Cempagne Sperts. Daihatsu. 1'15‘ Espada. Lamherghini. 182
Centiuest Century. Daimler. H9 F.stive. Cavalle. 20
Centinental. Bentley. 50 Eunes Readster. Mazda. 214

Fraaer Hash. 155 Eureka. Purvis. 244. 265
Cerd readster cepies. Classic Factety. 2?; Cerd S210. S0; Eurepa. Biaattrini. 55

Elegant. 106; Seutheastern. 2215: ‘v'erenac. .515 Heren. 152
Cersair. Marathen. 20.5 Ferrari. 116

Rt;-aring '20s. 22.5 Letus. 19?
Cervette. Chevrnlet. T1 Escel. Letus. 200
Ceuntach. Lamherghini. 1-S5 Er-tcellence. Facel Vega. 111
Ceuntess. Kingfisher. 126 Felher. 114
Cultra. Cerry. H1 Er-tpert. Ferrari. 115
Ceurier. Elva. 106
Crusader. Clan. 2?‘ Facellia. Facel ‘v'ega. 112
Cttlehra. SCM. 2'i'S FACT 4. Zender. 52?
C‘v‘t-1. Jensen. 121 Fairlady. Nissan. 242
CW 511. h+h. r19 Falcen. JBA. 169

Fang. 1‘~1eta. 2-fiei
Daina. SIATA. 2t-11 Felicia. Skeda. 2i-iii
Dan. Buckle. 01. 1411 Ferrari. 114-12?

Burlingten. 65 Daytena. 119; cepies. Leggatti. It-iii; Ram. 201; Reherts
Daimler SF250. S9 225; Rehin Heed. 225

Dash. Listair. 190 Dine. 119; cepies. Adame. 12; Daytena. 91; Ferentti.
Datsun. see Nissan 255; Perry. 255
Daytena. Dedge. 25 F40. 126; Eurespert cepy. 109

Ferrari. 119 25t]GTi’250CiTC1. 11?; cepies. Classic Spens Cars. 78;
DB series. Asten Manin. 54 Marauder. 20-ii; Medena. 22?
Dean. Repce. 221 250LM. 111:1; cepies. Replica. 222; Sharman. 2t-10; Tiger.
Deauville. de Temase. 91-1 296; Westem Classics. 524
Dehenair. EB. 191 308. 125; cepies. Creative Cars. B2; Custem Design. H4
Delta. GSM. lsii-1 321:1. I25; cepies. Pace. 2-“'19; Xillien. 526

I.ancia. It-16 BSDP4 cepies. Eitdeal. 126; 1'~lehle 245
Deluge. Durew. 105 500 Mendial cepy. Transfemier. 300
Demen. Davrian. 90 512BB. 120; cepies. Cersen. S1; Marauder. 204
de Temase. 9?-9S FF. Jensen. 122

Fantera 9?; Marauder cepy. 204 Fanther. 250
De Ville. Fanther. 250 Fiere. Fentiac. 25?
Diahle. Behanna Stahles. 9 Fiere Argenta. Facific. F19

Lamherghini. 1H5 F_]2flO. Swift. 295
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Flamehird, Iihnenist, 285
Flamingn, G8l‘vi, I48
Flaminia, Lancia, 185
Ftird, 151-135

8heen,28D
Indra, Intermeccanica, 1-51
Indv. Maserati, 2111
Inter, Ferrari, 115

GT4{1, I52; cnpies, Cheetah, 71; DAX, 111111; ERA, 109; Interceptur, Jensen, 17"1
Ferrer, 127'; Fiherfah, 150; GT Develupments, 148; lnternatinnal, Pastiche, 241
Hi*Tech, 152; EVA, 178; MGR, 7.116; RML, 2.115; Ea¿r, Invader, Gilbern, 13')
Z7'(i; Sharrn, 277'; Te-rnadu, E98 Pil-re, Z56

Mkll cnpy, Hnlman 8: I'v1n-ndv, 175 Islern, Lamhnrghini, 182
lvludel A cupv; Glassic, 144 Italia, Creative Cars, 82
Thunderhird, 155; cnpies, Defral, 1111; Mead, 2111; Intermecannica, 161, 247'

Regal, 2&8
Fune, Happen, 267 Jack Rahhit, Herb Adams, 12
France-rchamps, Apal, 511 Jackal, Imperial, 156
Frazer 1*-lash, 154, 155 Jagst 778 Riviera, 245

Tl" cupv, Antique and Classic, 50 Jaguar C tvpe, 165; cnpies, Autech, 41; Ccrpvcat, 88;
Fugitive, L117-'14, 516
Fulvia, Lancia, 185
F35. INA. 5111

Heritage, I52; Le Mans, 188; Pruteus, 265;
‘Wingfield, 525

U type cepies, Le Mans, 188; Lyrer, 201; Ram, 201;
Prnteus, 265; Stardust, 288; ‘Wingfield, 325

Gazelle, Classic Meter Carriages, 7'8 E type, 166; cc-pies, Elaborate, 106; English Cars cif
Gem, Grantura, 141':
Genie, Gilhern, I59
Gentry, RM11, 272.

815", 286
Ghihli, Maserati, 2111
Giulia, Alfa Rumeu, lu
Giulietta, Alfa Rnmen, 18
Gladiatur. Gavlurd, "156
Gnld, Midas, 223

Distinctiun, 1118; JP8, 174; Triple C, 501
88100 cnpies, Classic Car, 7'7’; Eagle, 105; Heritage, 152;

Clttercraft, 248; Ruska, 278; Squire, 287'
EJ15 cnpy, Pruteus, 265
K888, 166; cnpies, Le Mans, 188; Lvns, 2111
X81120, 165; cepies, Antique 8: Classic 50; Ceuntv

Classics, 82,; Eagle, 1115: English Cars tJfD'15l1I"1C[1¿H.,
108; Evans, 1119; Fera, 114; l‘-Iavain, 241}: ¿heldrmhurst
281: XHIZUZ, 526

Gulden Spirit, Zimmer, 537' }£Kl4E1, 166; English Cars nf Distinctinn cnpy, 1118
Graciela, Institec, 1511
Grand Spun, Talhnt, 294
Grantura, TVR, 509
Grevhc-und, AC. 111
Griffin, Gatslry, 1511
Griffith, T‘v'R, 310, 314
Grife, Isn, 16,3
GTE, Puma, 2135
GTC. Diba, 99
GTF, Custem Design, 84
GTM, Ce-s1, 82

Marques, 207'
GTSHGTE, Puma, 26’:-
GTI‘:-, Triumph, 3-U5
GT4£1, Ferd, 152

Hai, Munteverdi, 228
Hammer, l4,MG, 29
Hathavvav HEZO, H8. 1’;-5
Harvthurn, Pilgrim, 256
Heelev, RME, 272
Henley, Pastiche, 241
HF2[1t}[1, Transfcrrrner, 51111
Hnrnet, DNE, l[1

Nunhern Kit Cars, 244
Hurricane, Vincent. 519
Hurrycan, Custcrl-za, 84

Imperatnr, Isdera, 162

Xlili¿, 166; English Cars tif Distinctitin cnpy, 108
Jalpa, Larnhurghini, 185
Jamaican, Fiherfah, 151]
Jarama, Lamburghini, 182
Javelin, AMC, E9
Jet Crirsa, Apal, 50
Jet, Munta, 237'
Jetl-mu-met, MCA, 215
Jetstar, MCA, 215
Juninr, Dvna Panhard, 249
Jupiter, Juvvett, 51, 175: Heuttler bodied, 51
Justicialista Sperts, Institec, 1'56

Eallista, Panther, 2'51
Iiarif, Maserati, 212.
iiarma, Perry, 255

RW, 275
Kestrel, I55, 164
Ehamsin, Maserati, 210
H1, AVA, 44
Eyalami, Maserati, 211

Lamhnrghini, 181-184
Cnuntach, 185; cnpies, ABS, 9; BBL, 49; Brighnvheel,

58; CA8, 69; CMC, 7'8; Cunan, 7'9; Elegant, 106;
Escrtic, 1111; GB, 157'; GT Develupments, 148;
King¿sher, 176; Marauder, 204; lvlimge, 226;
Munheast Eszcnic Cars, 244; Panache, 249; Pru-va, 265
RM, 272; Sienna, 282



INDEX TO MODEIS

Miura, 181; Cheetah cr1pv, 7'1 Sprint Mntcirs, 287’; ‘1lv'1,=st1,*lt1,*st1,-r, 524
Lancia, 184-186 281lSL, 217; l\'t1rl1t1rgring cepy, 248

Stratns, 186; cnpies, Allnra, 22; Littnn, 15111; Transfnrrmer, 5111'1SL.--"'5111lSLR, 217; cnpies, Tlte-ruttghhrecl, 296; LES
51111 Gullvving. 51'7-

LA iiuaclster, Hacece-rp, 267' '7-11011 ccipv, Centaur, 7'11
Laser 917', Elite, 106 '1-40 cnpies, 1;1racile1.', S7’; GFG, 157'; Phillips, 2:18;
Laser, Panther, 2511 Sl"1arrt1, 278; Thc1rr1u__1.1hhrecl, 2'96
Leader, Rtrhlev, 275 Merlin, Paris Cars. 2“?-51

Svlva, 29,4 Meteur, "1-’eritas, 3117'
Ledl, Teveg, 296 Metisse, Hickman, 272
Leggera ZS, l')uttt1n, I114 I‘-.*1esir.?1:1, Maserati, 2011
Lele, Isu, 164 ME_’1O1]11, AC, 11
Le Mans, Ferrari, 118 MG, 2211-224

Fraser l‘\1aslt, Ij-1 MGA, Z21; I111-15 1,'t1p},', 11111
1*-Iash-1 Iealev, 2411 T11. 2211; cnpies, Autn Replica, 4,4; Iintdlev, S7’;

Le Sevde, 11111111, 61 Classic Mntnr C;1rri;1ges, 7'8; 111;1vtnn;1, 91; Ducltess,
Lightning, Triples, 31111 11J?1; Lafer, I79: Scheih, 278; TIT1 2111111, 211:1
Lima, Panther, 2811 TF. 221; cnpies, Avallnne, 4-1; I1r1uglas, 1112; Senrpinn
Lister-Jaguar, 191,1: Heritage t,‘11[')11', 1‘?-2 27"); SP, 286; TM, 2'1"-'7
LM2, Surva, 288 Miata. M11.r;d:1, 21-"1
Lucust,_]C, I7'1J I‘v1idge,JC, 171]
Lula T711 cnpies, GT II1evelt1pnients. 148; Marauder, 2114 Midget, 3'1-'11}, 222
Lumas, T‘-11t1n1l‘r1r1.l, 257 Migi, Davtcalna, 91
Lungchamp, de Tnmas-u, 98 Milane-, SJ, 284
Ltitus, 191-2111 Mille, AHA, 512

Seven, Ii-J1; cnpies, Rivl, 272; 11usl1, 27:1; see rrlsn Mille Miglia, Fraser 1‘~ias|1, 1,1-"1
Caterhant, 1)t1nl<ervr1t1rt, ‘111-"estliield Ivlastcm, 215

25. cepies, T*~1nhle, 2-15: Snuth 131-"’est Iteplicars, 286; Mille Miles, Alpine. 25
Suit:-l, 292 Minim, AS111, F15

Lussn, Ferrari, 117‘ Mini-Marcns, l'vlarcns, 2118
Lvns, Lea-Francis, 187' Mirach, Leupard, I8‘)

Mirage, Auttirtune, -"131
Maelstrem, Face, 2-1‘) Manta, 211;‘;
Magenta, 1.i__L1',l‘t1r-1|111.,fL’t.l, ll"l'i}.), 23511 Hctirliiiryn, 271)
Magic, Me-tnrspeed, 1911, 256 Mistral, HJS, 775

Scurltill, 279 Mistrale, Maserati, 211*)
Magnum 42?. F1eldl'1a‘[1-', I51 Miura, Aldti, 1-1
Malaga. C1t1ttr1n. I11-1 Lamhnrgltini, I81
Malverrl. Me-ss, 256 Muhavvk, Regis, 268
Mamba, Muss, 256 Ivtnnacn, A158, 9
Mangusta, de Te-masu, 97' l'vlr,1ss, 2,16
Mantis, Marcus. 2116 Mendial, Ferrari. 128
1'1-Iarathtlri, Trippel, 5112 ."'1"111ngt1use. Sheldunlturst, 281
1*»-Iarlhrirn, isr;-, I64 M-untage, Manta, 2115
Marlin, AMC, 29 1111-‘A, 515
Maruuis, Flasti-Car, 286 l‘vIunte Carlu, Allard, 21
Maserati, 8'8, 2117’-212 Lancia, 186

T61 cr1p§,", Rising Ilnuse, 272 Mcintere-sa, Isutta-Fraschini, 164
Mars 1, lvlarscmettri, 21,17’ Ivl-untreal, Alfa Re-1t'|er1, I8
Mav;1 GT, 6-'1 Mt;-naa, Devin, ‘J8
McLaren I1-"16GT cnpies, T1-"Ianta, 2115: Marauder, 211-1; l{t1Ll__$.{11r, 17"?’

Tr1rt1adc.1, 298; Ll‘v'A, 5118 l‘v1r1nnraker, Uri Sleeve, 1115
F1-Ic‘Cnv, 15irchalI, =12 Mrisquitri, Fergus, 114

'*-.'1-"'vnL*s. 528 T1-"It1"_1.'a, Havtrina, ‘:11
Melris, 1'1uttnn, 111-'1 A-11211, 'v"ir1cent, 295
Meral-;. M;1ser;1ti, 2111 M112, Tnvr1t;1, 2119
Mercedes-Bens, 216-211.1 Murena, ."1latra, 212

SS.1’SS1{ ce-pies, 11racllef1', "11--"'1 CAR, 6‘~J: Cart 1usel, 1121: i"1-'l1.I.'-1l'{=t.f1L"=t.fI', ."1-'1t1n1l't1rd, 2_‘F
Classic Mt1t11r Carriages, 7'7; Iiscalil"1ur. I111: 111111.211’. Mustang, Sl1ellr1,", 2811
146; Ledl, 188: Rnyale. 274; Ruska, 27"?-; Scheih, 228; I1-"I1-1-ii, Ma1;d;1, 21-1
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I"-Iagari, Belvvell, 55
Narde, MM, 319
Nirvana, Nyvrem, 245

Ctlympic, Rechdale, 275
CIScar, Semmer, 285

Palm Beach, Allard, 22
Menteverdi, 228

Fantera, cle Temase, 97
Passy, Arista, 51
Pegasus, Parracline, 255
Phaeten, Dutten, 1114

Escalibur, 1111
Phantem SL, Demeiselle, 96
Pheenis, Nurburgnng, 245
Pimlice, Domine, 1112
Pirate, Marathen, 2115
Plus Eight, Mergan 256
Plus Feur, Mergan, 254
Peraga, Creative Cars, 82
Perrera, Creative Cars, 82
Persche, 257-264

566, 258; Beuttler-bodied, 51; cepies, Apal, 31.1; Classic
Meter Carriages, 78; Cevin, 82; Enveme, 1118;
Fiberfab, 1311; Intermeccanica, 161; Shelclenhurst,
281; Street Beetle, 291); TPC, 51111

5511 cepies, Beck, 511; GP, 146; Technic, 295
9114, 259; Beck cepy, 511
911, 259; Cevin cepy, 82; Diba ceupé, 99; Ruf

cenversien, 274
917, Elite cepy, 106
959, 264; Esetic cepy, 1111
962, Keenig C62 read cenversien, 177

Preclater, Pike, 256
TELA1 294

Preject 41111,, Trident, 5111
Preteus, Deltayn, 96
Pulsar 1Centaur), 711, 264
Pulsar, bemazene, 188

MR Develepments, 257
Pythen Reaclster, Unique, 515

Quadriga, Pace, 249
Quaclre, Farus, 114
Quattrepcsne, Maserati, 2119

Racing Eagle, Baclsey, 49
Rahman, MM, 519
Rallye, SIATA, 281
Ranelagh, Arista, 51
Rapicle, Lagencla, 1811
Recercl, Talhet, 294
Rembrandt, 911, 146, 275
Renault Alpine, see Alpine
Riley MPH cepy, Ssvinclen, 295
Rie, Panther, 250
Riviera, NSLI-Fiat Jagst 7711, 245

Rechclale, 275
Rivelta, lse, 165

Reckette, Fainherpe, 115
Rellerskate, Ma:-rten, 215
Remulus 11, Glassic, 144
Reuge, Plasti-Car, 256
Reyale, Graham, 146
R5, Thurrier, 296
R71-7, Mazda, 213
R81, Tripos, 5111

Sabre, Reliant, 268
Sahra, 54, 268
Safari, Allard, 21
Saga, Alcle, 14
Saiga, SEM, 279
St Trepez, PBB, 255
Saluki, Siva, 284
Saphier,Jeh1e, 171)
Sapphire, MDE1, 216
Saratega, MD1-1, 216
Saturn, MDB, 216

‘Veritas, 518
Savannah, Mazda, 214
Scimitar, Reliant, 169
Scirecce GT, Speecles 287
Scerpien, ABS, 9

Kestrel, 175
Lancia, 186
Nenheast Esetic Cars 244
Veritas, 518

Scerpiene, Aharth, 9
SD51111, Transfermer, 51111
SE, West¿eld, 524
Sebring, Frazer Nash 155

Maserati, 2119
Seven, Caterham, 69 see else Letus Deni-cerveen

West¿eld
Shadevv, Deval, 1112
Shamal, Cheetah, 71

Maserati, 212
Sienna, Stevens, 289
Sierra, Mentevercli, 228
Signature, Ecesse, 1115
Silheuette, L.aml:1-c1rgl1mi 183
Silver Falcen, L-3:11, 187
Silverstene, Healey, 151 2411

Spycler, 287
Silvia, Nissan, 243
Simplicia, Lambert, 1811
Sirie, Giannini, 158

Siva, 284
Sis, Tiger, 296
Sledgehammer, Callasvay 64
SM Readster, Singer, 284
SM11, Singer, 284
SN 1, Steaney, 289
Sele, Panther, 251
Senic, Albar, 15
Sermet, Saab, 276
Sevran, Sterling, 289
Spectre, SVC, 292



Speed Eight, T’v'R, 511
Speedster, Persche, 258

TPC, 51111
Spirit, TZ, 294

‘v'indicatnr, 519
Spit¿re, Triumph, 5114
Spnrt Prinz, 1181.7, 2-14
Spertiva, Ashley, 59

SJ, 284
Spensmehile. Healey, 151
Spyder. Pininfarina, 57

Spens Car Engineering, 287
Spring, Siata, 282
Sprite, Austin Healey, 411, 155
Squale, Dankar, 911

liurlingten, 115
1~Isca1ibur, 1111
Seraph, 279

581..-""582, Reliant, 2711
Stag, Triumph, E1116
Starien, Mitsubishi, 227
Stash, Sbarrn. 277
Stealth, Iledge, 75, 1111, 227
Stelvie, Autech, 41
Stilette, 1"1t1car, 55
Sting Ray7'Stingray, Chevrnlet, 75
Stirling, Ctpperman, 247
.5tnrm, Gee, 157
Strada, Bizzarini, 55
Stradale, Alfa Rnmen, 17
Strate ES, Custeka, 84
Strates. Lancia, 186
Striker, Sylva, 295
Studillac, Prick, 155
Stt1tz Black Hawk cepy, Seutheastern, 285
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