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During the years from 1940 
through 1970, the American auto 
industry produced some of the 
most exciting, unusual, memorable 
cars in history. These are the cars 
sought today-by those who grew 
up with them and those too young 
to remember them first-hand. 
Whether we owned one, or merely 
dreamed of owning one, the cars 
from this significant 30-year 
period became an intimate part 
of our daily lives. Today, among 
enthusiasts and non-enthusiasts 
alike, 1940-70 cars command more 
interest than those built in all 
other years. 

I n recognition of this phenom­
enon, noted automotive historian 
Richard M. Langworth and The 
Editors of CONSUMER GUIDE® 
magazine have compiled the 
Encyclopedia of American Cars, 
1940-1970. This one complete 
volume offers a clear, concise, 
and factual account of some 36 
major nameplates, plus brief 
descriptions of over 200 fascin­
ating minor makes. Never has so 
much research been compiled to 
bring you the full story of the 
engineers, stylists, and execu­
tives who shaped these cars. 
You'll learn why the cars turned 
out like they did, and how they 
did on the market. 

The book is divided into two 
parts-"Major Makes" and "Minor 
Makes." Each entry in the "Major 
Makes" section includes valuable 
reference tables showing every 
series, every body style, and 
every engine offered, along with 
weights, prices, and model year 
production figures. A year-by­
year list of total model year pro­
duction and industry rankings is 
also provided. This material, much 
of it not easily found elsewhere, 
makes for a comprehensive 
reference work ideal for the 
experienced car collector and 
hobbyist. 
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Introduction 

About 10 years ago, a fairly small minority of auto­
motive writers realized that the focus of interest in 

old cars had shifted-or was shifting-dramatically. To 
editorial colleagues reared in a different age, they 
preached that the emphasis of coverage should move 
away from the antiques and Classics of the pre-WW II 
years, and toward the more interesting of the postwar 
cars. Generally, these pleas fell on deaf ears: the "post­
war fanatics" were dismissed as a gaggle of dirty-fin­
gernailed upstarts without taste or understanding. 

No longer. 
Take any random sample of car enthusiasts today, 

and ask them to pick their favorite 30-year period in 
automotive history. The vast majority will probably 
select a span bounded roughly by 1940 and 1970. To­
day, there are more cars from 1940-70 being preserved 
and restored (and more clubs devoted to them) than 
from all previous years put together. Publications that 
haughtily dismissed post-1940 models as unworthy 10 
years ago are now struggling to regain readers lost to 
other publications that responded faster and earlier to 
the surging interest in postwar cars. Today, the prewar­
oriented car book is the exception, instead of the rule. 

The reason for the prominence of the 1940-70 era has 
little to do with the period's technological significance. 
The automobile as we know it today was developed 
largely during the 1930s, not the '40s or '50s. (The clos­
est contemporary equivalent to a '30s-style revolution 
in car design started in the late 1970s, as the U.S. indus­
try began a massive move toward high-efficiency engi­
neering with the emphasis on better space utilization 
and fuel economy through smaller size, lighter weight, 
and greater attention to vehicle aerodynamics.) One 
automotive writer has characterized the 1940-70 period 
as Part III in a three-part drama. In Part I (1900 through 
World War I), we experimented with all manner of ap­
proaches to personal transportation, using engines 
running on electricity and steam as well as gasoline. In 
Part II (roughly, the "between-the-wars" period), we 
settled on the internal-combustion engine, and then 
proceeded to perfect it and the components around it. 
In Part III (1940-1970), we didn't create anything funda­
mentally new at all-only better and better versions of 
basic concepts laid down in the '30s. 
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Why then all the fuss about these later cars? The 
cause of this sociological quirk is uncommonly appar­
ent: nostalgia. The millions who grew up with these 
cars are now at their peak earning level-which means 
discretionary income. A person with fond memories of a 
1940 LaSalle, a 1950 Kaiser, or a 1960 Studebaker will 

find it infinitely more fascinating-and desirable as a 
collector's item-than a 1930 Pierce-Arrow or a 1920 
Peerless. 

Call it a temporary fad if you like. But there is evi­
dence to suggest this is not the passing craze antique 
cars were in the '30s and '40s, or Classics were in the 
'40s and early '50s. The advent of government regula­
tions and the increasing automotive sameness that 
resulted mean relatively few cars of the 1970s will be 
worth remembering-or saving-in the future. Of 
course, there were interesting cars, even great cars, 
built during that decade. Some are still around today, 
and others will no doubt appear in the future. But the 
broad spectrum of interest that surrounds the cars of 
1940-70 is missing. One indication is today's younger 
enthusiasts, who are looking even farther back in time 
than their fathers for automotive excitement. Young 
people not yet born when the last '57 Chevy rolled off 
the line are finding their passion in a fuel-injected Bel 
Air coupe, for example. The Milestone Car Society, 
devoted to recognizing the finer automobiles of the 
post-1945 period, has cut off its consideration of cars 
built after 1967-the last year before federal regulations 
took hold. 

Writing this book has been gratifying for those of us 
who were part of that small, vocal minority ten years 
back. We believed that what were then called "special­
interest cars" deserved a place in history. This book 
provides such a place. Yet, while its publication fulfills 
that goal, this book is also something we welcome out 
of necessity. As writers and researchers, and as enthu­
siasts, having all these facts at hand in one volume will 
perhaps be the greatest reward of all. 

Genesis of an Era 
Ironically, the styling and engineering developments 

of 1940-70 were almost wholly the result of lessons 
learned during the greatest economic disaster in mod-



ern h i story. The Depression m ay h ave meant the end for 
m any automobi l e  prod ucers,  but  i t  fo rced the su rvivors 
to th i n k ,  p l an ,  and i nvent .  In so do i n g ,  they altered the 
sh ape of the Ameri can automob i l e  al most complete ly .  

Dur ing  the  1 930s, the  i n d u stry parted com pany w i th 
c l umsy,  u nsynchro n i zed man u al tran sm i ss ions; com­
p l i c ated sleeve-valve en g i nes ;  anc ient  wood-and-fabr ic  
bod ies ; mechan i ca l  b rakes ; and so l i d  f ront  ax les .  In  
the i r p l ace came synch romesh gears, sem i -automat ic  
and fu l l y au tomat i c transm i ss ions ,  s ide-valve and  over­
head-valve en g i nes,  a l l -steel bod i es com posed of fewer 
and l arger pane ls  we lded together ,  hyd rau l i c brakes , 
and i ndepen dent front su spen s ion . As roads i m proved , 
b u yers d e m an d ed m o re speed , so h i g h e r- revv i n g  
en g i nes were needed . Th i s led to new fou n d ry and 
en g i ne-bu i ld i n g  tec h n i ques that g u aran teed h i g h- rpm 
re l i ab i l i ty .  Cars cou ld  then be geared h i g her  to t ravel 
faster .  The advent of automat i c  sh i ft l ess t ransm i ss ions 
made i t  less i m portan t  to gear and " c am "  a c ar so the 
l azy d r iver cou ld pu l l  away f rom a craw l  w i thout  chang­
ing  out  of " H i g h . "  As we learned how i n depen dent front  
suspens ions  and ru bber en g i ne mou nts cou l d he lp  ab­
sorb road shocks,  we were ab le to des i g n  st i ffer chas­
s is ,  w h i ch made overal l construct ion  t i g hter and more 
so l id .  Compared to i ts 1 930 forebear-an up r i ght box 
on art i l l e ry whee ls  wheez i n g  along on fou r  or  s ix sm al l 
cyl i n ders-the automob i l e  of 1 940 w as a s leek torpedo 
on s lotted stee l whee ls ,  with more room i n s ide ,  a longer  
w h ee l  b ase , and a v i  b r at i o n - f ree ,  ru  b ber -mou n ted 
en g i ne-and i t  was a good 20 mph faster .  

I n  the process of th i n n i n g  out  i n d u st ry ran ks,  the 
Depression  years l arge ly determ i ned the n atu re of the 
m ajor  prod ucers as we know them tod ay-and selected 
those i ndependents strong enou g h  to s u rv ive .  Ever 
s ince its fou n d i n g  by W. C .  Du rant in 1 908, General  
M otors had been str iv i n g  for m an ager ia l  an d creative 
decentral i zat ion  th ro u g h  i ts d iv i s ion structure .  Wh i le 
Hen ry Ford ru led h i s  stron g ly central i zed company 
al most s i n g lehandedly ,  the d iv i s ion  con cept put G M  
ahead i n  prod uct ion d u r i n g  the ear ly 1 920s.  O n l y  after 
Henry Ford I I  took over h is g randfather 's  trou b led f i rm 
in 1 945 d i d  Ford beg i n  to decentral i ze-and to rebu i l d .  

Walter P .  Ch rysler  w as a n  o ld  G M  m an ,  and saw the 
l i g ht very ear ly  on.  A l tho u g h  C h rys ler  Corporat ion  was 
fou nded i n  the '20s,  i t  c ame of age d u r i n g  the '30s .  Fo l ­
low i n g  a d iv i s ion  st ruct u re not u n l i ke G M 's ,  C h rys ler  
b u i l t the second l argest c ar company  in  the n at ion  d u r­
i n g  the decade, and i t  remai ned so un t i l the ear ly 1 950s. 

By 1 940, o n l y  a few i ndependent manufactu rers were 
left . After the war there were j ust fou r, a l l  w ith h i g h  
hopes :  Nash ,  H u d so n ,  Pac k ard ,  Stu debaker .  Together  
w i th  newcomer Ka i ser- Frazer and l ater jo i ned by C ros­
ley and Wi l lys ,  the i n dependents en joyed as m u ch as a 
1 5-percent m arket sh are i n  the l ate '40s and ear ly '50s.  
But i t  d i d n ' t  l ast. Nash ' s  pres ident  George M ason w as 
the o n l y  h i g h-ran k i ng exec ut ive amon g  the i ndepen­
dents  who cou ld  envis ion the benefits of  merger.  He had 
m an aged to add H u d son  to h i s  emp i re i n  1 954 , thus  
form i n g  Amer ican Motors, but  d ied before he cou l d  

Introduction 

meld  i n  Pac kard and Studebaker .  One by one ,  the other 
i n dependents van i shed , th oug h Studebaker-Pac k ard 
l asted longer  than most . O n l y  AMC is st i l l  han g i n g  o n ,  
and seems dest i ned t o  su rv ive  as a prod ucer o f  "spe­
c i a l ty" mode ls  not offered by the "B i g  Three . " 

The 19405 

Althoug h c l assi c fou r-squ are styl i n g  was l arge ly  
abandoned after World War I I ,  some of i ts f i nest expres­
s ions  appeared in 1 940-42 : the sen ior  Pac k ards,  the 
H u p p  Sky lark and G raham H o l l ywood , and the l ast p ro­
d uct ion LaSal le .  Other cars,  l i ke the s leek Fords and 
M ercu rys of 1 940,  offered near-perfect ion  in  l i ne and 
for m .  C h rys ler 's  1 949 produ cts,  boxy and u pr igh t ,  sym­
bo l i zed that corporat ion ' s  concern for ample i n ter ior  
space w i th i n  compact exter io r  d i mens ions .  

The modern V8 en g i ne was perhaps the  most s i g n i f i ­
c an t  en g i neer i n g  deve lopment of t he  dec ade.  Of  
cou rse, V8s had been around for years-at Cad i l l ac 
s i nce 1 9 1 5 , and at Ford s ince  1 932.  Bu t  these were re l a­
t ive ly heavy,  long-stroke,  l ow-compress ion eng i nes,  
known for smoothness rather  than performance .  I n  
1 949 , Cad i l l ac and Ol dsmob i l e p ioneered a new gener­
at ion  of V8s, the forerun ners of the powerp l ants fou nd 
i n  most l arge US cars today. Amer ica 's  l i g ht ,  effi c ient ,  
and powerfu l V8 soon bec ame famous wor ldwide for  i ts  
performance and rel i ab i l i ty .  

The '40s a lso offered trad i t i o nal l y  des ig ned e n g i nes 
for those who p referred them .  Pac kard ' s  magn i f icent  
356 cu b ic- i nch  strai gh t  e i g ht and C ad i l l ac ' s  346 V8 
were L-head u n i ts k nown for q u ietness and smooth 
operat io n .  Both are h i g h ly pr i zed by tod ay' s  c o l l ectors 
and enthus i asts .  

Most en g i nes of the 1 940s, however,  were p l ai n  s i de­
valve i n l i ne si xes and e ig hts that may not have been 
revo l ut ionary, but were dependab le  and economica l . 
The 230- and 1 70-c i d  s i xes so l d  by P lymouth and Stude­
baker ,  respect ive ly ,  served thei r m akers we l l  r i ght on 
t h rou g h  the ' 50s, and were wel l -known for  th r i ft i ness.  
Stu debaker 's powerp l ant was a trad i t ional w i n ner  in the 
M ob i l g as Economy R u n .  

R ac i n g  was not emphasi zed b y  the i ndustry a s  a 
who le  d u r i n g  the '40s, but  m any i n d iv i d u al s  recorded 
performances that i n d i cated the compet i t ion  potent ia l  
o f  cer ta i n prod u c t i o n  mod e l s .  T h e  su p e rc h arged 
G rah am of 1 940-41  was among the  fastest c ars powered 
by a convent iona l  si de-valve s i x .  The Hudson  Super 
Six ,  the G rah am 's  postwar cou nterpart , cou l d  reach 
speeds that far exceeded what was norma l l y  expected 
from s ix  cyl i n ders .  Ol dsmob i le  and C adil l ac ach i eved 
early com pet i tion success w i th the i r  overhead-valve 
V8s. Cad i l l ac scored an u n bel i eveab le 1 0th- and 1 1  th­
p l ace f i n i sh at the g rue l i n g  24 hours of Le M an s  in 1 950 . 
O ldsmob i le 's  fast, l i ghtwei g ht 88 dom i n ated stoc k-car 
rac i n g from 1 949 throu g h  1 95 1 . 

Another  extremely  i m portant en g i neer i n g  h i g h l i g h t  of 
the '40s was the i ncreas i n g  use of the modern auto­
m at i c  transm iss ion. Before, there h ad been o n l y  sem i -
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autom at ics .  O l dsmobi le  offered one i n  1 937, then 
dropped it in 1 938 for Hydra-M ati c-the most success­
fu l comp lete ly sh i ft-free tran sm iss ion of a l l t i me. Chrys­
ler enthus iast ical ly  marketed i ts Fl u i d  Dr ive (wh ich  
e l i m i n ated most sh i ft mot ions)  we l l  i nto the  1 950s. Ford 
was conservat ive ,  and stayed with the man u al gearsh i ft 
(both wi th and wi thout overd rive) for a l l  1 940-49 Fords 
and Mercu rys . I t  offered the G M -bu i l t Hyd ra-M at ic  for 
the 1 949 Li nco ln , but d i d  not man ufactu re an automat ic  
of i ts  own u nt i l 1 95 1 . Nash and Kai ser- Frazer stayed 
w i th sticksh i fts un t i l 1 950, then g ave in and pu rchased 
Hydra-Mat ic ,  too. Hudson a lso bought  the G M  trans­
m i ss ion ,  but not unt i l 1 951 . 

Two i ndependents that d i d  str i ke out w i th automat ics 
of thei r own were Packard and Studebaker .  Packard 's  
U l tramat ic  was the  on ly  such u n i t deve loped ent i re ly  by 
an i ndependent without any he lp  from a t ransm iss ion 
f i rm .  I t  was a smooth -sh i ft i ng  gearbox , but not amen­
able to the extra power de l ivered by l ater Packard 
eng i nes.  Studebaker teamed up w i th Detro i t  Gear to 
create a f ine th ree-speed automat ic ,  but it d i d n ' t  arr�ve 
un t i l  1 950 . 

G M  real ly  had the autom at ic  market to i tse l f  i n  the 
1 940s. Cad i l l ac beg an offe r i ng  Hyd ra-M at ic  in 1 948; 
B u ick  debuted its Dyn af low Drive the same year. 
Thou g h  smooth in operat ion ,  Dyn aflow was not in the 
same performance leag ue as Hyd ra-Mat i c .  

The '40s were years o f  att r i t ion a n d  false starts for the 
smal ler  automakers. Amer ican B antam,  H u pmob i le ,  
and G raham a l l  ceased prod uct ion wel l before Wor ld  
War  I I-and d i d  not  retu rn afterward . Wi l l ys-Overl and ,  
wh ich  offered convent iona l  passen ger cars through  the 
1 942 model year, came bac k  after the war w i th an i nter­
est i n g  l i ne of Jeep- l i ke veh ic les .  These i n c l u ded the 
u n ique Jeepster that appeared for 1 948-the l ast true 
tou r i n g  car i n  the American i n d ustry .  The decade 's  
best-known fai l u re was the Tucker-a br i l l i an t  concept 
that nevertheless saw no more than a few dozen copies.  
For years, the assu mpt ion was that the Tucker had been 
k i l l ed-premat u r e l y-by G en e r al M otors and  i t s  
cohorts. Yet even though  i t s  adm i rab le desi g n  caused 
the b i g  manufacturers a bit of concern , i t  was not actu ­
a l ly  a ser ious th reat to  them . Whether the  c ar cou ld  
have been real i st ical ly  prod uced at the pr ice Preston 
Tucker c l ai med w i l l  probab ly never be k nown .  

The 19505 
A lot of people t h i n k  the cars of the ' 50s are respon­

s i b le for t he  sor ry state o f  t he  automotive scene tod ay . 
Cr i t ics tel l us  they were heavy , u n g ai n ly ,  d u m b- l ook i n g  
beasts w i th no-or at best few-redeem i n g  v i rtues. Yet , 
they were nowhere near as u n i formly bad as skept ics 
l i ke to i ns ist .  In  fact ,  severa l  i m portant advances were 
made between 1 950 and 1 960 . 

Cons ider ,  for example ,  tors ion bar su spens ion ,  short­
stroke V8s, eff ic ient  autom at ic  transmiss ions ,  and u n i t 
co nstruct ion-which we tr ied and l i ked-and ai r sus­
pens ion ,  tai l f ins, and pushbutton transmiss ions-which 
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we tr ied ,  d i s l i ked , and d i scarded . Notw i thstan d i n g  the 
emphas is  on ch rome- l aden g i mm i c k ry,  the 1 950s a lso 
brou ght  some i n n ovat ive new body sty les such as the 
two- and fou r-door p i l l ar less hardtop ,  and the a l l -stee l 
stat ion wagon that became (for the f i rst t i me i n  i ts h i s­
tory) more l i ke a car than a t ru c k .  

I f  these years are remembered for some o f  t h e  i n d us­
try ' s  worst styl i n g  excesses, they a lso were marked by 
some of the f i nest automotLve des i g n s  of al l t ime :  the 
Studebaker " Loewy cou pes , "  the Cont i nenta l  M ark I I ,  
the Darr i n -styled Kai sers, the two-seat Th u nderb i rds .  
F ina l ly-and th is  m ay come as a su rpr i se-American 
c ars of th is  decade are cons idered by m any experts to 
have been safer than cars had ever been before . M aybe 
the seatbelts ,  padded d ashes,  and d i shed steer i n g  
whee ls  weren 't  merely sales g i mmicks  after a l l .  

There 's  someth i n g  e lse about these automobi les that 
even thei r ad m i rers often fai l to ment ion , perhaps 
because i t ' s  so obv ious .  These c ars h ave an i ntr i ns i c  
c h aracter-a spec i al appeal-w h i ch the  i n d ust ry some­
how lost in the l ate '60s . They were d i fferent-vast ly  d i f­
ferent-from the cars of tod ay . Th i s  was probably the 
l ast decade when a manufactu rer d ared sel l someth i n g  
c lear ly u n iq ue ,  l i ke the " Step-down "  H udso n ,  the t i ny  
Nash M etropo l i tan , or  the  f i berg l ass Wood i l l  Wi l df i re. 
Cars of the ' 50s were a lso b u i l t d i fferent ly :  i nter iors 
were t r i m med i n  co mfort a b l e  moh a i r or g e n u i n e 
leather; bod ies were m ade of heavy-g au g e  stee l .  Thei r 
makers shunned t h i n g s  l i ke p l astic ,  c ardboard , and 
deca ls .  Wh i le the average fam i ly car of 1 950-59 prob­
ably h and led as s lopp i l y  as everyone  said i t  d i d ,  i t  w as 
a lso bu i l t w i th  more pu re i n teg r i ty than i ts more n i m b le  
successors .  Every p iece o f  t r i m met every other p iece 
p rec i se ly  where i ntended.  Each door, t ru n k l i d ,  and 
hood c losed w ith a resou n d i n g  c l u n k ,  swi n g i n g  shut  on  
vau lt- l i ke h i n ges.  Co l l ectors st i l l  d i scover rust-free 
examp les w ith s i x-f i g u re m i l eage ,  and i n ter iors ,  pai nt ,  
and mec h a n i cal  components in  approx i m ately the 
same sh ape as when the c ar l eft the factory a q u arter 
centu ry ago .  And th i s ,  desp i te the i n du st ry 's  reputat ion  
for  haphazard assembly  q u al i ty i n  the l atter years of the  
decade .  

The 19605 
The '60s do not real ly  seem that l ong  ago,  and head­

l i nes from that tu rbu len t  era are sti l l  fresh in m any  mem­
or ies .  I t 's not at a l l  d i ff i cu l t  to remember the c ars : the 
1 8-foot- long  l u x u ry h ardtops,  the bucket-seat sporty 
com pacts, the personal c ars ,  the ponyc ars,  and the 
m u sc le  cars of 1 960-69 . An i nc red i b le assortment of 
types streamed out of the factory g ates in those years. 
There was a car for every taste and budg et-anyt h i n g  
from t h e  $ 1 700 M etropo l i tan t o  t h e  $ 1 8 ,500 Crown 
I mper ia l  l i mous ine .  

Government demands that the  i n d ustry c lean u p  ex­
haust em iss ions and make c ars safer were good i deas , 
even i f  the leg i s l at ion  that fo l lowed w as often contro­
versi a l . But the mandates that took effect in the l ate 



'60s also g u aranteed an end to the u n i n h i b i ted exper i ­
mentat ion that characteri zed the ear l y  years of  the 
decade. 

In a way ,  the pub l i c  had as much  to do w i th the 
dec l i ne of i n novat ion  as the govern ment .  W h at i n cen­
t ive was there for autom akers to deve lop someth i n g  
real ly  new or  d i fferent  when buyers seemed i n terested 
m ai n ly  i n  performance,  styl i n g ,  and " p i zzazz?"  Con­
s ider  the record . After generat i n g  h i g h  i n i t i a l i nterest , 
the soph ist icated Corva i r  w as soon forgotten-long  
before Ra lph  Nader c ame a long . Buyers yawned at the 
f i rst Pont i ac Tem pest , not su re what to make of i ts 
a l l - i n d e p e n d e n t  s u s p e n s i o n a n d  r e a r - m o u n t e d  
transax l e .  The Tem pest so l d  wel l ,  but  i t  m i g ht have 
done even better w i th a more o rd i n ary d r ivetrai n .  I n  
1 966 , O ldsmob i le  i nt roduced i ts rad i ca l ,  superb ly  
en g i neered fron t-wheel-d r ive Toron ado-wh ich  was 
cons istent ly  outso l d  by the convent ional l y  des ig ned 
B u i c k  R iv iera.  Pont i ac ' s  overhead-cam six of 1 966 , an 
eng i n e  that offered as good a bal ance between econ­
omy and performance as any e n g i n e  on the m arket,  was 
al most comp lete ly  i g nored as most customers i n s isted 
on b i g -b lock V8s. 

Sales records asi de ,  there is someth i n g  s i g n i f i c an t  
about the tech no log i ca l  tou rs de force o f  the  '60s :  
near ly a l l  of them c ame from G eneral  Motors.  There are 
m any reasons for th i s .  The dec l i ne of the i ndependents 
after Wor ld War I I  (the mergers and dem i se of Nash and 
H udso n ,  Pac kard and Studebaker ,  p l u s  the d i sappear­
ance of Kai ser and Wi l lys) rad i cal l y  a l tered the n at u re 
of the i n d ustry .  Soon ,  the h i g h-vo l ume m an u factu rers 
d i scovered there were not j u st one or  two k i nds of buy­
ers ,  but  s ix  or e i ght .  The resu l t  was a raft of new si zes 
and concepts des ig ned for d i st i n ct seg ments of the 
m arket-and new categ or ies l i ke compact ,  sporty-com­
pact ,  i n termed i ate,  stand ard , l u x u ry ,  and person al -spe­
c i alty .  Yet i ron i ca l ly ,  a l l  t h i s  var iety g rad u al ly b l u rred 
the d i st i nct ion i n  pr ice or  status  between makes.  What 
h ad happened was that the m arket h ad su bd iv i ded after 
about 1 955,  but  had n 't rea l l y  expanded . T h i s  c an be 
seen in the p rod u ct ion  f i g u res. C hevro let ,  for examp le ,  
wasn ' t  actu a l l y  tu rn i ng out any  more c ars i n  1 970 than i t  
d id  in  1 960, but  i t  was bu i ld i n g  a far  g reater var iety of  
mode ls .  

General  M otors w as best ab le  to  adapt to th i s  new s i t­
u at ion . Ford h ad i ts successes-the M u stan g ,  the Con­
t i nen tal M ark I I I ,  and the Tor i no-but they were t r i ­
umphs of pac kag i n g  or  market i n g ,  not tech no logy.  But  
GM h ad g rown so l arge by the m i d- '60s t h at i t  cou ld  j ust 
as eas i ly prod u ce ei ther u n usua l ,  tec h n ica l ly i n terest­
i ng des i g n s  l i ke the Corva i r or Toronado or bor i n g ly or­
d i n ary cars l i ke the Chevy I I  or  I mpa la .  

Desp i te the domi n at ion  of the m arket by GM and 
Ford, a few spec i al ty manufactu rers operated p rof i t­
ab ly  d u r i n g  the '60s by appeal i n g  to sma l l  but  s i g n i f i ­
c an t  g ro u ps of buyers over loo ked by the i n d ustry 
g i ants .  The Avant i  I I  h as con t i n ued to occu py i ts own 
m arket n iche  up to the present  d ay, long after i ts parent 
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company fe l l  apart . The'or i g i n al She l by G T-350 was l i t­
t le  more than a re-en g i neered M u stang des ig ned by a 
former racer who bel ieved there was a t i n y-but 
voc al-m arket for a l l -out  performance.  C hecker sti l l  
sel l s  6000 cars a year to pract ical fo l k  look i n g  for tax i ­
c ab to u g h ness a n d  s imp l i c i ty .  B rooks Stevens fou n d  
that others sh ared h i s  d ream o f  d r i v i ng  a " modern c l as­
s i c , "  and wou ld buy an Exc a l i bur .  

B uyers d id  not  a lways react enth u s i ast ica l ly  to  i m­
portant en g i neer i n g  advances i n  the 1 960s ,  but  they d i d  
become more d i sc r im i n at i ng i n  the i r  j udg ments o f  g i m­
m i c ky o r  u se less featu res. As the decade  beg an ,  the 
pu b l i c  a lmost i m med i ate l y  started reject i n g  such th i n g s  
as ta i l f i ns ,  pushbutton transm iss ions ,  retractable h ard­
tops, and ch rome-encrusted su per-cru i sers .  R ap id ly ,  
new mode l s  appeared from the  l i kes o f  Pon t iac ,  l i n ­
co ln ,  Dod g e, and  C hevrol et-cars that i l l ustrated that 
good des i g n  means more t h an .a f ive-pound  hood orn a­
ment .  The ear ly com pacts proved that the i ndustry 
cou l d  sti l l  b u i ld pract i cal c ars-and th at they cou l d  be 
d e s i g n ed to se l l-after  a g e n e r at i o n  of  offer i n g  
i m p ract i c a l  o n e s .  T h e  s p o rty c o m p acts b ro u g  h t  
h o m e  a po i n t  t h e  Europeans h ad l o n g  accepted : t h e  best 
c ar i s  not necessar i l y the b i g g est . Head i n g  i nto the 
1 970s, i t  was c lear that Amer ica 's  automotive val ues 
were s low l y  beg i n n i ng to change.  As events were 
to prove , the c h an ges cou l d n ' t  h ave been more t i me ly .  

Today and Tomorrow 

Few i n  the Amer ican automob i le i n d u stry are pre­
pared to pred i ct where we go from here. On the one 
hand ,  there is  the th reat of  fore i g n  compet i t ion ,  ch ief ly  
f rom J apan . At i ts worst i t  cou ld leave the U n i ted 
States i n  the same pos i t ion as G reat B r i ta i n :  dependent 
on  i m ports ,  and without a n at ive i n d ustry ab le  to re­
spond q u i c k ly enou g h  to chan g i ng con d i t ions .  On the 
other  hand ,  there i s  the possi b i l i ty t h at the events of the  
'70s-fuel  sh ortages, i nf l at ion , the near-deaths of  AM C 
and C h rysl e r-may have tau g h t  Amer i c ans  a l esson . 
A l ready i t  i s  ev i dent that govern ment reg u l at ion  i n  a l l 
ph ases of l i fe enj oys far less p u b l i c  su pport than i t  d i d  
1 0  years ag o .  That app l i es t o  t h e  cars w e  d r ive a s  much 
as  anyth i n g  e lse .  Ten years from now,  we may we l l  f i nd  
ou rse lves b l az i n g  a new trai l o f  p lenty,  i n stead of  roam­
i n g  aro u nd on the r im of d i saster .  T ime and the deg ree 
of com mon sen se we choose to app ly  w i l l  be the dec i ­
s ive factors .  

T h i s  book m akes no pred i ct ion  about the futu re .  I t  
does , however, succ i n ct l y  d escri be where we've been 
and what we've done-the m i stakes , the successes ,  the 
good cars,  the g reat c ars ,  the awfu l cars.  If certa i n  dec i ­
s ions  h ad been d i fferent ,  wou l d  the o utcomes h ave 
been a l tered ? They m i g ht h ave bee n ,  but h i nds ight i s  
cheap and far too eas i l y  i n d u l ged . I n  t h i s  context, i t  i s  
perh aps we l l  t o  rec a l l  t h e  ad mon i t ion o f  G eorge Santa­
yana-th at those who i g nore the m i stakes of the past 
are bound to re l i ve them . 
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Qualifications 
and Exceptions 

Even the best system of termi no logy an d c l ass i f ica­
t ion has i ts except ions .  For the major m akes sec­

t ion , the i ntent was to i n c l ude every volume man ufac­
turer that d i d  busi ness in America between 1 940 and 
1 970. Thus ,  G rah am and H u pmob i le ,  for examp le ,  are 
l i sted even thou g h  both were act i ve on ly  br ief ly  i n  1 940, 
and produced j ust a h andfu l  of cars.  Si m i l ar ly ,  there is a 
l i st i ng for AM C ,  act ivated as a separate n amep l ate i n  
1 965, though i t  d i d n ' t become American Motors' o n l y  
m ake unt i l 1 970. 

Several m akes usu al ly  cons i dered " m i nor" by the i n ­
dustry are the f i rst except ions .  Avant i  I I ,  Chec ker ,  
Excal i bur ,  and She lby are al l t reated as m ajor  makes,  
even though thei r prod uct ion was a mere fract ion of 
total  i n d ust ry vo l u me. The reason ing  was part l y  su bjec­
t ive,  and tem pered by present cond i t ions .  Avanti I I ,  
Checker ,  and Excal i b u r  are sti l l  i n  bus i ness tod ay . 
Thou g h  the i r  vo l u me i sn ' t  l i ke ly  to i ncrease, any make 
sti l l  in prod uct ion 1 0  o r  more years s i nce 1 970 war­
ranted more than a mere notat ion  among the " m i n ors , "  
i n  ou r  v iew . As for She lby ,  that make exp i red i n  1 970, 
but in some years i ts vol u me w as q u i te cons iderable for 
a t i ny  company-not to ment ion the i mpact of the cars 
themselves . 

Canad i an-bu i l t cars are not i nc l uded here, but  ag a in  
there i s  an  except ion : the  1 965-66 Studebaker,  wh ich 
was nom i n a l l y  a Canad i an prod uct i n  those years. Th i s  
dec is ion  was made o n  the g rounds that Studebaker h ad 
been too much a part of the American scene i n  prev ious  
years to  leave out i ts  l ast cars .  The prob lem , of course, 
is that if  Can ad i an Studebakers are l i sted , then Can a­
d i an P lymouths,  for example ,  shou ld  be i n c l u ded , too . 
An arg ument,  though perhaps l ame, can be made for 
the 1 965-66 Stu debakers, because i nc l u d i n g  them ef­
fect ive ly caps a story; l u mp ing  i n  Canad i an P lymouths 
wou l d  only have exceeded the basic scope of th i s  book .  

A d i fferent prob lem ar ises i n  dec i d i n g  how to treat 
major  models of certa in  makes-cars su bstan t i al ly  d i f­
ferent i n  technology or ch aracter from the company's 
usu al products .  For i m proved c l ar i ty and coverage,  the 
u n ique rear-eng i ned Corvai r and the si n g u l ar Corvette 
sports car h ave thei r own ch apters apart from "Chevro-
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let . "  L i kew i se,  the Ford M u stang and Thu nderb i rd ap­
pear separate ly  fro m " Ford . "  But  th i s  led to more ex­
cept ion s :  the Kai ser  Darr i n  is not l i sted separate ly  from 
Kai ser ,  for examp le .  Another reason for treat i n g  Cor­
vai r ,  Corvette , M u stan g ,  and Thu nderb i rd i n d iv i dua l l y  
i s  that t he  ma in  Chevro let and  Ford entr ies were al ready 
enormous .  

The Nash Metropol i tan i n vo lved two more excep­
t ions .  Bec ause of i ts i n d iv i d u al ch aracter ,  many author­
i t ies cons ider  i t  d i st i nct from other Nash mode ls .  Yet , i t  
was l abe led a Nash u nt i l 1 958 , when that n amep l ate d i s­
appeared and Metropo l i tan became a m ake i n  i ts  own 
r ight .  For conven ience,  a l l' the Metropo l i tans are 
g rou ped in one p l ace as a second ch apter after Nash . 
On the other han d ,  there was no need to do the same 
t h i n g  w i th H u dso n ' s  compact Jet ,  or  the Va l i ant (off i ­
c i al l y ,  a separate make i n  1 960, and  a P lymouth model 
from 1 961 ) .  Thou g h  smal ler  than the i r rel at ives in the 
H udson and P lymouth l i nes , the Jet and Val i ant  were 
not ,  i n  ou r  v iew ,  "su bstan t ia l l y  d i fferent "enou g h ,  e i ther  
techn ica l l y  o r  in  ch aracter, to warrant such treatment .  
In  other cases ,  i ndustry term i no logy is  fo l lowed . The 
1 956 C l i pper,  for example ,  has i ts own entry as a m ake 
bec ause Studebaker-Pac kard reg i stered i t  as such ,  and 
c reated separate C l i pper fran c h i ses that year .  The 1 956 
C l i pper was near ly ident ical to the 1 955 vers ion except 
that i t  was ,  st r ic t ly  speak i n g ,  not a Pac kard . So , a l l 
non- 1 956 C l i ppers are fou n d  u nder Pack ard . 

Cont i nental was a lso a d i st i n ct m ake i n  1 956-60 , and 
ag ai n w i th release of the M ark  I I I  i n  1 968 . A l though i ts 
modern-day statu s i s  vague ,  there was no prob lem sep­
arat i n g  appropr i ate models from L inco l n  in the per iod 
covered . 

With AM C (the m ake,  not the corporat ion ) ,  the same 
pr i nc ip le  app l ies.  Amer ican Motors used the n amep l ate 
" R am bler" al most exc l u s ive ly from 1 957 th rou g h  1 965 ; 
the 1 965 Am bassador  and M ar l i n  both bore R amb ler  
scr i pt and  emb lems .  I n  1 966-67 , however, these mode l s  
had new " AM C "  ident i f icat ion . I n  1 968, t h e  Rebe l ,  
AM X ,  a n d  J ave l i n  a lso appeared as AM C prod ucts and 
not as R amb lers .  In 1 970, the R amb ler  n ame d i sap­
peared ent i rely in favo r of A M C .  Thus ,  the reader w i l l  



find the 1965 Marlin, for example, discussed under 
"Rambler," and the 1966-67 Marlins under "AMC." 

The editors were fairly groggy by the time they ar­
rived at Willys, but unfortunately this make posed some 
of the most serious problems encountered. Officially, 
the Willys passenger car ended after 1955 with the expi­
ration of the domestic Aero-based models. But a steel­
bodied station wagon continued to be offered through 
1961-variously called a Willys, a Kaiser Jeep, and a 
Jeep. From 1963 on, Jeep Corporation marketed the 
four-wheel-drive Wagoneer much like a passenger 
model, and in 1 967 Kaiser-Jeep Corporation re­
leased the Jeepster 2, designed in the image of the 1948 
original. 

Most industry sources and the collector hobby con­
sider the 1948-51 Jeepster a passenger car, but none 
list the Jeep wagons, Wagoneer, or Jeepster 2 as such. 
They are all defined as "trucks." Including the original 
Jeepster might seem to imply including the wagons, 
Wagoneer, and Jeepster 2 as well. The problem was 
that by leaving in those models, the book would be 
opened up to similar contemporary competitors like the 
Ford Bronco or International Scout, which were defi­
nitely beyond our scope. Ultimately, it was decided to 
make two more exceptions: the original Jeepster and 
Aero passenger cars are the only Willys models 
discussed. 

Chapter Texts 
The general text for each entry presents a detailed 

account of each make's history. There is, we think, 
sound reason for this even in a reference work. Too of­
ten "encyclopedias" simply report statistics. But to un­
derstand what was done, it is essential to know how and 
why it was done, and what the result was. Therefore, a 
cumulative total of 40 years' research has been sur­
veyed for information on the designers, engineers, and 
executives who shaped these cars; the reasons why 
they did what they did; the alternative plans they re­
jected; and the successes or failures that followed. 
Each chapter is intended to offer a concise, yet com­
plete, description of each major manufacturer-a basic 
outline for the casual user, a quick education for the 
uninitiated, and a solid review for the expert. In the pro­
cess of writing these entries, the authors and contri­
butors have attempted to puncture many hoary automo­
tive legends - that the Corvair was torpedoed by Ralph 
Nader, for example, or that Studebaker was a victim of a 
plot at Ford. So much ignorance has been prepetuated 
by inexpert or poorly researched accounts in the past 
that the temptation to set down reliable facts was too 
great to resist. 

Photographs 
Selecting photographs for a work like this can be 

more difficult than editing teAt. Limitep space and the 
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great variety of cars offered by the larger companies 
mean it is not always possible to provide a truly repre­
sentative sample for each model year over such a broad 
time span. While this book cannot contain the detailed 
photographic references of a single-make history, the 
most important and influential models are shown. 

Unlike some other automotive encyclopedias, this 
one includes pictures of selected prototypes, experi­
mentals, and show cars as well as production models­
all clearly labeled as such. The reasons are the inordi­
nate interest in such non-production designs among 
today's enthusiasts, and the importance of these 
proposals as benchmarks. While there are hundreds, 
even thousands, of styling studies for each model and 
model year among most of the major makes, there are 
those interesting or key design ideas that either 
evolved into production or were abruptly dismissed. 
The prototypes selected represent the industry at its 
best and its worst in line with the major goal of this 
book: to present a broad, clear, and factual account of 
the American automobile industry. 

Tables 
At the end of each chapter is a series of tables listing 

every model and body style offered by each make in the 
1940-1970 period. Of all the elements in a book like 
this, charts are the most time consuming, and pose the 
greatest problems of style and accuracy. Space 
naturally plays a part in the choice of material to be in­
cluded. The object was to provide, at a glance, the data 
most readers would be likely to require in a hurry: 
models, wheelbases, body styles, weights, prices, 
model year production, and engine availability. In using 
the tables, the reader should keep the following in 
mind: 

Series or Model  Entries 

Each group of body styles is listed under a series or 
model heading. This indicates the factory model or se­
ries code number (where applicable), name, and wheel­
base (in inches). Code numbers posed many problems. 
On several occasions, it was unclear whether a code 
applied to the series or model as a whole, or to specific 
body styles-or both. In rare instances where they were 
misleading or irrelevant, the code numbers were omit­
ted. Where a code applies to both model/series and 
body style, the first part is shown with the model/series 
and the second with the body style. An example is 
Dodge from 1959 onward. Officially, the' 1959 Coronet 
six-cylinder club sedan was designated by the factory 
as MD1-L21, but "MD1-L" applied to all Coronet sixes, 
and "21" only to the club sedan. The number is divided 
accordingly. 

In the '60s, some code systems became more com­
plex, so numbers are listed as the situation required. In 
1961, for example, codes for the Dodge Lancer follow 
1959 practice because there was only one of each. But 
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the 1 961  Dart S ix ser ies co ns isted of Sen ec a, P ioneer,  
and Phoen ix  sub-ser ies .  In th i s  case, on ly  the ser ies 
n u m ber "R D3" i s  shown i n  the head i n g ,  the rest of the 
desi g n at ion appeari n g  alongs ide each i n d iv i d u al body 
sty le .  In real i ty ,  a 1 961  Dart six Phoen ix  hardtop coupe 
was R D3-H434; it i s  shown as model R D3,  body sty le 
H434 . 

Body Styles 

For best read abi l i ty ,  it was i m portant to l i m i t  each en­
try to  one l i ne .  To do th i s  the  fo l low i n g  standard abbre­
v i at ion s were adopted : 

abbreviation 
AIS 
bus cpe 
cpe 
comm 

conv cpe 
conv sd n 
d iv  

fstbk 
form 
htp cpe 
htp sdn 
htp wgn 

meaning 
auxi l i ary seats 
busi ness coupe 
coupe 
commerc i al ,  as i n  spec i al -order 
ch ass is  
two-door convert i b l e  coupe 
fou r-door convert i b le  sedan 
d iv is ion  wi ndow, as for 
l i mousi nes 
fastbac k ,  torpedo 
form al , as in sed an 
two-door h ardtop (p i l l ar less) 
fou r-door h ardtop (p i l l ar less) 
h ardtop wagon (two- or fou r­
doors) 

JIB jet-bac k ,  ear ly  form of fastbac k  
l i mo l i mousi ne 
proto prototype 
rdst r two-door,  two-seat roadster 
sdn 2d two-door sed an 
sdn 4d fou r-door sed an 
spt cpe sport coupe 
spt sdn sport sedan 
T IB tru n k-bac k  or notch bac k  sed an 
ut i l  u t i l i ty ,  as i n  sedan (two-door) 
wgn 2d two-door stat ion wagon 
wgn 4d fou r-door stat ion wagon 
The reader shou ld  assume that al l body sty les except 

sports cars and smal l model s l i ke Amer ican B antams 
are of  f ive- or  si x-passen ger c apac ity. Except ions  are 
spec i fi ed .  There were a lso cases , Cad i l l ac i n  part i c u l ar ,  
where it was necessary to i n d i cate the n u m ber of s ide 
wi ndows to d i fferenti ate between otherw ise i dent ical 
body styl es. These var ious abbrevi at ions  are as fo l lows:  

abbreviation 
P (7P, 8P ,  etc . )  

S (2S, 3S, etc . )  

meaning 
n u m ber of passen gers 
(m ax i m u m )  
n u m ber o f  seats (used mai n ly 
for wagons)  

W (4W, 6W) n u m ber of s ide w i n dows 
En g i ne desi g n at ions  fo l low a cons istent pattern of 

one letter and one d i g i t (except for Corv ai r ) .  The letter 

1 0  

i s  for conf i g u rat ion , the d i g i t ,  fo r the n u m ber of cyl i n ­
ders : 

abbreviation meaning 
L (L6,  L8, etc . )  i n l i ne  or  "strai g ht"  e n g i n e  
V (V6, V8 , etc . )  V-type eng i ne 
M an ufactu rers often d i ffered i n  t reat i n g  en g i ne op­

t ions .  Some g ro u ped both stand ard and extra-cost en­
g i nes u nder the same model  code ; others l i sted en g i nes 
separately and even g ave them separate model n u m ­
bers. T h e  ch arts fo l low t h e  pract i ce each man u factu rer  
used for a g iven model year . Pont i ac si xes and e i g hts ,  
for example ,  were always separate model s an d. are 
shown as such . P lymouth en g i nes were usua l l y  dIffer­
ent opt ions with i n  the same mode l ,  and are com b ine� . 
Th i s  d i fferen ce i s  emphas i zed by spel l i n g  out  an d c apI­
tal i z i n g  the words " Si x" and " Ei g ht" i n  cases l i ke 
Pont iac ,  or  us i n g  the abbrev i at ions  " L6" and "V8" i n  a 
case l i ke P lymouth . 

Where eng i ne  opt ions  are com bined ,  pr i ces shown 
are for s ix -cy l i nder mode ls  on ly .  Prod u ct ion  f i g u res are 
for the total n u m ber of that model b u i l t ,  reg ard less of 
e n g i n e .  

Weight 

The co l u m n  marked "wg ht" shows the i n i t i a l adver­
t i sed curb we ight (not adj usted for passengers ,  fue l , or 
cargo) fo r each body sty le ,  as shown by i n d ustry 
sou rces, usua l ly  the Nat i o nal Automob i l e  Deal ers As­
soc i at ion (NADA) . The reader may expect these fi g u res 
to d i ffer s l i g h t ly  from other p u b l i shed f i g u res,  because 
we ig hts var ied depen d i n g  on  equ i pment f i tted , or  even 
the scales u sed . 

It i s  i m portant to note , however,  that when more t h an 
one eng i ne  was offered , the c u rb wei gh t  h as been aver­
aged. For examp le ,  the 1 955 Chevro l et Bel  Ai r convert i ­
b le  wei g hed 331 5 pounds  a s  a s i x  a n d  3285 pounds a s  a 
V8.  O u r  l i sted wei gh t  i s  the average :  3300 pou nd s .  
Usu al ly  t h e  cho ice o f  e n g i n e  d i d  not ch ange  c u rb 
wei gh t  by more than 100- 1 50 pounds .  Averag i n g  was 
deemed necessary for m ax i m u m  read ab i l i ty .  

Prices 

Fi g u res shown i n  the pr ice co l u m n  are based on i n i ­
t i a l  advert i sed del ivered pr i ces accord i n g  to N A DA and 
si m i l a r  comtemporary sou rces.  L i ke we i g hts,  pr i ces 
var ied d u r i n g  most model years. When more than one 
stand ard en g i ne was avai lab le ,  however ,  pr i ces were 
not averaged. I n stead , the least expensive stand ard ver­
s ion (usua l ly  a s i x )  is show n .  

Model Year Production 

The q uest ion most often asked about o lder  cars (and 
one of the most important for a reference work)  i s :  
" How m any d i d  they m ake?" T h e  answer i s  not a lways 
c lear-c ut ,  as produ ct ion  f i g u res h ave been the su bject 
of research-and some d i spu te-among automotive 



h i stor i ans  fo r several decades . The f i g u res l i sted , how­
ever ,  have been thorou g h l y researched and cross­
chec ked . 

Note that on ly  model year prod u ct ion f i g u res, not 
calendar  year f i g u res are u sed th rou ghout  th is  book i n  
both the tab les and the text. The reason for th i s  i s  that 
calendar year tota ls a lways i n c l ude some port ion  of at 
least two model years, wh ich  creates confus ion when 
compar i ng  one make w i th another .  Model  year f i g u res 
normal ly  represent  prod uct ion of on ly  a si n g l e  l i ne of 
cars marketed as the 1 949 , 1 959, 1 969 , etc . models .  

Compar i n g  prod uct ion fi g u res str ic t ly  on a mode l  
year bas is  revea ls  some surpr i ses .  For examp le ,  Ford 
ou tprod uced Chevrolet in model year terms more often 
than is  common ly thoug ht-and Plymouth nearly passed 
Fo rd as n u m ber-two p rod u c e r  on at l e ast th ree 
occasions .  A su m m ary of model  year prod uct ion (q u an­
t i t ies of 1 000 c ars or  more) i s  fou n d  at t he  end  o f  the  ma­
jo r  makes sect ion . 

Prod u ct ion  by make received long  and pain stak i n g  
ana lysi s .  Too often i n  the past, l i sts o f  prod u ct ion  f ig ­
u res have been based so le ly  on com pany h andouts,  
w h i ch  are often m i s lead i n g  and somet i mes i n accu rate . 
The 1 953 B u ic k  Skyl ark ,  for examp le ,  i s  l i sted by B u i c k  
(and at least o n e  other sou rce) as the "Roadmaster 
Ann iversary Convert i b le . " The contrad i ct ions and 
fa lse trai l s  of factory l i sts were fu l l y exp lored , and com­
pared to other l i sts from a dozen d i fferent sou rces . 
Somet i mes,  i t  was d i scovered that there were c ars b u i l t  
that weren ' t  "off i c i al ly"  l i sted; i n  other c ases, mode ls  
were l i sted but  not actu al ly  prod uced . 

There were a few cases where i t  was possi b le  to go  
beyond k n own i n format ion by  esti m at i n g ,  such  as 
where a company l i sted a combi ned total for two or  
th ree model  years. Such l u m p i n g  serves nobody .  
Where w e  fe l t  conf ident t o  do  so , prod u ct ion  was pro­
port ioned over i n d iv i d u al model  years. The usual stan­
d ard for these breakdowns w as calendar year output  i n  
cases where i t  very near ly  c o i n c i ded w i th model  year 
output  (usu a l l y  when a model year beg an in J an u ary 
rather than September or October) . 

I n  some i n stances, avai l ab le  fectory f i g u res i n c l uded 
non-prod uct ion mode ls ,  usua l l y  sty les i ntended for 
prod u ct ion  but not prod uced i n  vo l ume .  These are 
i n c l uded i n  the ch arts an d are c lear ly l abeled as 
n o n -p rod u ct i o n .  W h i l e  not  a l l  c o m p a n i e s  i n c l u d e 
non-prod u ct ion  mode ls ,  the ones avai l ab le  are shown 
for completeness. 

There were a few cases where even est i m at i n g  
proved i m possi b le ,  or  where a l arge g ro u p  o f  model s  o r  
body sty les were l u mped together .  I t  i s  hoped that fu­
tu re ed i t ions  of t h i s  book w i l l  be ab le to make some of 
these fi g u res more spec i f i c .  

Engine 

U nder each set of model  year l i st i n g s  i s  a l i st of stan ­
d ard (S )  and  opt iona l  (0 )  en g i nes and  the i r  model  or  
ser ies avai l ab i l i ty .  Other  b as ic  i n format ion  prov i ded 
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i n c l udes conf i g u rat ion  (L or V ) ,  n u m ber of cyl i n ders ,  
d i sp lacement ( to the nearest 0 . 1 cu b ic  i n c h ) ,  bore and 
stroke ( to the nearest .0 1  i n c h ) ,  and SAE g ross horse­
power .  In cases where there was more than one stan­
dard e n g i n e ,  al l are shown as " S . "  

Add it ions and Corrections 

M uch  c are has been taken i n  compi l i n g  th i s  book to 
i n s u re a h i g h  deg ree of accu racy. Nevertheless,  add i ­
t i onal research m ay y ie ld  d ata or  conc l us ions  other 
t h an those presented here .  The pub l i shers welcome 
add i t ions  and sug gest ions .  They m ay be add ressed to 
R i ch ard M.  Lan gworth ,  Box 385 ,  Contoocook ,  New 
H ampsh i re 03229 , or  to CONSUM ER G U I DE® mag a­
z i ne ,  384 1  West Oakton St reet , Sko k i e, I l l i no is  60076. 

-R i c h ard M .  Langworth 
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Allstate Sears, Roebuck & Co. 
Chicago, I l l inois 

T heodore V. Houser ,  Sears v i ce-pres ident for mer­
chand is i n g ,  had a seat on the board of Kai ser-Fra­

zer. In 1 949 , Hou ser d i scu ssed wi th K-F the poss ib i l i ty 
of offe r i ng  one of W i l low R u n ' s  automob i l es u nder the 
A l l state n ame.  Sears wan ted to se l l  a com plete car ,  
a long wi th parts an d accesso r ies for  i t ,  a t  the  new auto 
shops then open i n g  up adj acent to its retai l stores . A 
hookup wi th Ka iser- Frazer was a natu ral . At the t i me,  
Houser was buyi ng Homart enamelware from Kai ser 
Metals Company,  in wh ich Sears he ld  a 45-percent 
sh are. 

The f i rst A l l state proposals were s imp ly  the l arge 
1 949 K-F cars bear i n g  d i ffe rent logos .  Unt i l the compact 
Henry J arr ived for 1 95 1 , Sears rem ai ned du b ious .  The 
Henry J ,  however ,  was exact ly  what T .  V.  Houser  had 
been look i n g  for-a low-pr iced , u ncompl icated , easy­
to-serv ice car .  

Kai ser- Frazer pres ident  Edg ar F. Ka iser managed to 
conv i nce h i s  dealers to accept a department store as a 

1 952 Deluxe two-door sedan 

1 952 Deluxe two-door sedan 

1 2  

com pet i tor ,  and the A l l state was an nounced i n  Novem­
ber 1 95 1 . I t  was the o n l y  new make fo r 1 952,  and the 
fi rst car offered by Sears si nce i ts h i g h-wheeler of 1 9 1 2 . 
I n  an apparent attempt to fee l  out  the market w i th  a p i l ot 
p rog ram , Sears concent rated A l l state promot ion on the 
So utheast,  a l thou gh  the car was av ai l ab le n at ional l y  
th rou g h  the  1 952 Sears cata log .  

Based str i ct ly  on the  Henry J ,  the  A l l state featu red a 
d i st i nct ive front-end treatment by des ig ner  A l ex Trem u­
l i s ,  spec i a l A l l state badges,  and a maj o r  i nter ior  up­
g rad i n g  that fo l l owed Sears' p ract i ce of i m prov i n g  on 
propr ietary prod ucts. K-F 's  i n ter io r  spec i a l i st ,  Car leton 
Spencer ,  used q u i lted saran p last i c  comb i ned with a 
coated paper f i ber encapsu l ated i n  v i ny l-a mater i al 
he 'd  d i scovered in use on the transat lant ic  teleg raph 
cab le .  I t  seemed i m perv ious  to n o rmal wear,  and was 
super ior  to the upho lstery mater ia l  used i n  most Hen ry 
Js .  

The  cars wore Sears- A l l state t i res and  tu bes, bat-

Al l state proposal based on a la rge K - F  model 

1 952 Del uxe i nter ior 
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February 1 952 proposal by Brooks Stevens for A l l state wagon 

ter ies, and spark p l u gs,  each w i th the appropr i ate g u ar­
antee : 1 8  months for the t i res , 24 months for the battery, 
and 90 d ays or  4000 m i l es for the who le  car  (the stan­
dard K-F warranty) . A l l states were usua l l y  f i tted w i th  
t ru n k l ids and dashboard g l oveboxes, i tems t h at were 
fou nd less often on Hen ry Js .  The bas ic  and standard 
mode ls  l ac ked the open i n g  t ru n k .  The more expens ive 
De l u xe S ix  had armrests and a horn r i n g ,  wh ich  were 
not avai l ab le  or  opt ional on the lower-pr i ced vers ions .  

Sears ag g ress ive ly  marketed the A l l state w ith f ive 
tr im var i at ions  (ag ai nst fou r  for the Henry J)  and two d i f­
ferent L-head en g i nes-a s ix  and a fou r .  The lowest­
pr iced 1 952 A l l state (the bas ic  Fou r) was pr i ced j u st be­
low the stand ard Hen ry J .  

For 1 953, there was l i tt le  c h an g e .  A fu l l -wi dth ru bber­
covered pad was added ac ross the i nstrument pane l ,  
and the tai l l i g hts were re located to the rear fenders .  
The l i ne was red uced to j u st th ree mode ls-two Fou rs 
and the S i x .  

Al l state Specificat ions 
1 952 
A2304 Four (wb 1 00.0) Wght 

1 1 0 basic sdn 2d 2,300 
1 1 1  std sdn 2d 2,300 
1 1 3 Deluxe sdn 2d 2,300 
A2404 Six (wb 1 00.0) 

basic sdn 2d 2,325 
1 1 5  Deluxe sdn 2d 2,325 
1 952 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

Price 

1 ,395 
1 ,486 
1 ,539 

1 ,594 
1 ,693 

L4, 1 34 .2 3 . 1 1 x 4.38 68 S-Allstate Four 
L6, 1 61 .0 3 . 1 3  3 .50 80 S-Alistate Six 

Prod 

200 
500 
200 

200 
466 

JA i l  

But  the i dea fai led .  Whether i t  fa i  led because peop le  
d id n 't take to bu y i n g  c ars i n  department stores, or  be­
cause of the n ar row market i n g  approac h i n  the South­
east, i s  d i ff i c u l t  to determ i ne .  Both factors probably 
contr i buted . O n l y  1 566 A l l states were bu i l t for 1 952 ; the 
count  w as 797 when Sears cance l ed the proj ect i n  
ear ly 1 953.  Exact mode l -by-model p rod uct ion  f i g u res 
are no longer  avai l ab le ,  so the f i g u res shown i n  the ta­
b les are est i m ates based on re l i ab le  sou rces. 

The A l l state's dem i se k i l led Sears' p l ans  for futu re 
mode ls .  Among these were two proposals  for a two­
door stat ion  wag o n ,  one by i n d u st r i al des i g ner  B rooks 
Steven s ,  the other by Gordon Tercey of K-F Styl i n g .  

Tod ay,  A l l states are extremely rare, and are cons id­
ered more desi rab le than comparable Hen ry Js  be­
cause of t h i s .  I n  1 97 1 , A l l state I n su rance purch ased one 
of the Sears' c ars for  h i stor ica l  pu rposes .  I n  the '60s i t  
wou ld have been hard to conv i n ce the fo l ks  at  Sears 
parts cou nters that the car had ever ex i sted . 

1 953 
A3304 ,Four (wb 1 00.0) Wght Price Prod 

2 1 0  std sdn 2d 2 ,405 1 ,528 200 
2 1 3  Deluxe sdn 2d 2,405 1 ,589 225 
A3404 Six (wb 1 00.0) 

2 1 5  Deluxe sdn 2d 2,455 1 ,785 372 
1 953 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L4, 1 34.2 3 . 1 1  x 4 .38 68 S-Alistate Four 
L6, 1 6 1 .0 3 . 1 3 x 3.S0 80 S-Allstate Six 
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American Bantam American Bantam Car Co. 
B utler,  Pennsylvania 

Americans have rare ly bou g ht rea l l y  t i ny  cars i n  
g reat n u m bers.  Of the var ious fi rms that have t r ied 

to make a go of m i n i cars,  the one that l asted the longest 
was American Aust i n ,  wh ich became Amer ican Bantam 
i n  1 935 . 

S i r  Herbert Aust i n  came to America  from B r ita i n i n  
1 929 , seek i n g  a company to bu i ld h i s  famous Aust i n  
Seven under l i cense .  H e  met w i th the c i ty fathers of B ut­
ler, Pennsy lvan i a , who were look i n g for new i ndustry­
and But ler  became the Aust i n ' s  home.  A l thou g h  Detro i t  
was al ready the mecca of the Americ an automotive i n ­
dustry, Si r Herbert chose But ler  bec ause o f  i ts advan­
tages for a smal l operat ion . I t  was c lose to the East 
Coast, so gett i n g  i m ported components from dock to 
factory wou l d be easy . It a lso had a so l i d  l abor force. 
(Aust i n  also consi dered an early fee ler from M anches­
ter,  New Hampsh i re . )  By 1 930, Aust i n  had set up shop i n  
a factory that had once hou sed the Stand ard Steel C ar 
Company.  

Amer ican Aust i ns were produced th rou gh  1 934 , but 
the company 's  f i rst year was by far i ts best . About 8500 
cars left the assem bly l i ne i n  1 930 . After that ,  produ c­
t ion  never exceeded 5000 . The f i rm was t roub led by 
prec a r i o u s  f i n an ces and  seve ra l  reo rg a n i zat i o n s .  
Desp ite c l a i ms that 1 80 ,000 i n i t i al orders h ad been re­
ce ived , off ic i als  probably never expected to reach De­
troi t-sty le product ion  leve ls .  The or i g i n al m i n i m u m  
f i  g u re S i  r Herbert set-for t h e  f i  rst 1 0  years o f  opera­
t ion-was on ly  50,000 cars,  and the f i rm d i d  average 
that many cars d u r i n g  i ts f i rst f ive years. 

But i n  1 934, Amer ican Aust i n went i n to rece iversh i p ;  
i t  had not been able to recover from the Depress ion .  For 

1 940 A mer ican Bantam Panel De l i very 
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a l most two years i t  looked l i ke the car from B ut ler 
wou ld  be h i story. Then Roy S .  Ev ans,  a hard-d r iv i n g  
salesm an w h o  ear l i e r  had so ld  8 percent o f  t h e  f i rm 's  
p rod u ct ion ,  bou g ht the company.  He looked for  a novel 
trademark  to symbo l i ze h i s  c ar ' s  d u rabi l i ty and rugged­
ness, and  chose the  bant"am rooster.  The  Amer ican 
Aust i n  was d u l y  ren amed the Amer i can B antam. 

Wh i le Amer ican Aust i ns  were c lose cop ies of the i r  
B r i t i sh  cou s i ns ,  the B antams were q u ite d i fferent .  
A lex i s  de Sakhnoffsky c reated the B antam ' s  handsome 
styl i n g : a hor izontal -bar g r i l le pai nted body co lor, pon­
toon fenders ,  a smooth rear apron , and an attract ive ly 
resty led d ash . For h i s  work ,  de Sak h n offsky ch arged a 
fee of o n l y  $300 , and Roy Evan s too led the ent i re B an­
tam l i ne for a total cost o f  o n l y  $7000 . 

The or ig i n al Aust i n  en g i ne was a lso a l tered for the 
B antam . B abb i t  bear i n g s  repl aced the ear l i er c ar ' s  
more expens ive ro l ler beari ngs , and  fu l l -pressu re l u br i ­
cat ion  w i th  mechan ica l  pump feed was u sed . D r ivetra i n 
mod i f i cat ions  i n c l uded a stu rdy new th ree-speed gear­
box w i th synchromesh on second and th i rd gears.  The 
rear ax le was a sem i -f loat i n g  Hotc h k i ss type w i th  sp i ral 
bevel gears. Ross c am-and- Iever steer i n g  was a 
m arked i m provement over the o l d-fash ioned Aust i n  
steer i n g .  T h e  frame and cross mem bers were heav ie r  
than the  Aust i n ' s ,  and  the c l utch was rev i sed for 
smoother operat ion . 

I n i t i al prod uct ion com pr ised roadsters and cou pes 
on ly .  A l ater add i t ion  was the Bou levard Del ivery.  Th i s  
sty le  mated the front end o f  the roadster w i th i ts  
d ropped be l t l i n e  to a squ are-cut  panel  box t r i mmed 
w i th t i ny carr i age l amps .  T h i s  car was "open d r ive , "  



1 940-41 A mer ican Bantam convert ib le sedan 

1 939-40 A mer ican Bantam Boulevard Del ivery 

that i s ,  i t  h ad a sn ap-on top for cover i n g  the d river 's  
com partment  in  i nc lement weather.  Another  i nterest i n g  
creat ion  w as Alex Trem u l i s '  R i v i era d rophead convert ­
i b le .  I t  beg an as  a custom bu i l t for Roy Evans and ended 
u p  i n  l i m i ted product ion . (Nei ther model  m ade the "off i ­
c ia l "  l i st ,  thoug h  they were avai l ab le . )  

U n fo rt u n ate l y ,  t h ese n ov e l  c re at i o n s  were n o t  
enou g h  t o  brake a long  s l ide,  a n d  t h e  ear ly  '40s were 
Ameri c an B an tam 's  l ast years as a c ar produ cer .  The 
most i m portant feat u re for the 1 940 l i ne w as me-

American Bantam Specifications 
1 940 
Series 65 (wb 75.0)-800 bui lt Wght Price Prod 

65 cpe 1 ,261 399 
65 Master cpe 1 ,275 449 
65 cony cpe 1 ,340 525 
65 Master rdstr 1 ,2 1 1 449 
65 cony sdn 1 ,296 549 
65 wgn 2d 1 ,400 565 
1 940 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L4, 50. 1 2 .26 x 3. 1 3  22 S-all 

American Bantam 

c h an ic al .  A three-mai n -bear i n g  cranksh aft rep l aced the 
o ld  two-bear i n g  des i g n .  Th is  s i g n i f i cant ly  i m proved re­
l i ab i l i ty at h i g h  speeds .  The en g i ne was a lso e n l arg ed 
s l i g ht ly  by i nc reasi n g  the st roke.  The company q uoted 
a 0-30 mph  t i me of o n l y  5 . 5  seconds ,  and was not exag­
gerat i n g .  When the B antam 's  l i gh t  we i g h t  i s  taken i nto 
accou nt ,  i t ' s  easy to see why i t  was so q u i c k .  

Other chan ges for 1 940 i n c l uded i m proved mec h an ­
i c al brakes w i th  n o  brake anchor p i n s .  T h i s  e l i m i n ated 
feed back w i thout  i nc reas i n g  pedal  effort .  Mon roe hy­
drau l i c  shocks were added, p l u s  G oodyear a i rfoam seat 
cush ions i n  de l u xe mode ls .  A l ess des i rab le change af­
fected the head l amps .  From a convent i o n al posit ion  be­
tween the hood and fenders,  they moved outboard to 
the tops of the fenders-an aesthet i cal l y  d i sp leas i n g  
pos i t i o n .  

There were s l i g ht ly  fewer offe r i ngs  i n  t h e  1 940 l i ne  
than  the year before. Th ree cou pes, a roadster ,  a con­
vert i b le ,  and a w agon were l i sted . Panel  t rucks,  R iv i ­
e ras, and the Bou l evard Del ivery were a lso so l d  i n  sma l l  
q u ant i t ies .  Bu t  a mere 800 Amer i c an B antams were so ld 
for 1 940.  The 1 94 1  l i ne ,  w i th  o n ly 1 38 est i m ated sales,  
w as a cont i n u at ion  of the 1 940 models .  

W h at saved Amer ican B antam was Wor ld  War I I .  I n  
l ate 1 939 , the company successfu l l y ad apted i ts Pen n­
sylvan i a  Nat iona l  G u ard scout  ca r  to  the Army's GP 
(General Pu rpose) spec i fi c at ion . The  resu l t  w as a g o­
anywhere fou r-wheel-d r ive veh ic le  wei g h i ng o n ly 1 300 
pou nds .  Wor k i n g  prototypes of  what wou l d  be know n  
a s  t h e  Jeep were on t h e  road by 1 940. Though  Bantam 
wou l d n ' t  m ake as m any  of them as Ford and W i l l ys­
Over land ,  it does get the c red i t  for the J eep 's  or ig i n al 
des i g n .  (Wi l l ys-Over lan d  lost a cou rt c ase i n  w h i ch i t  
c l ai med to  h ave been the i nventor . )  

When the war ended ,  Roy S .  Evans left the company,  
after dec i d i n g  not to resume c i v i l i an c ar prod u ct i on-in 
retrospect, a w i se move . The f i rm b u i l t  tra i l ers u n t i l  
1 956, when t h e  p l an t  was so l d  t o  t h e  Armco Stee l 
Corporat ion . 

1 94 1  
Series 6 5  (wb 75.0)- 1 38 bui lt Wght Price Prod 

65 cpe 1 ,26 1 399 
65 Master cpe 1 ,275 449 
65 cony cpe 1 ,340 525 
65 Master rdstr 1 ,2 1 1 449 
65 cony sdn 1 ,296 549 
65 wgn 2d 1 ,400 565 
1 94 1  Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L4, 50. 1  2 .26 x 3. 1 3  22 S-all 
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AMC Americ a n  Motors Corp,  
Kenosha , W i scons in  

Ameri can Motors f i rst marketed cars w i th the  AM C 
l abel i n  1 966 , when the " R am b ler"  pref ix fo r the 

Am bassador and M ar l i n  was dropped . I n  1 968 , the Reb­
e l l ost i ts Rambler  name too , and the new AM X and J av­
e l i n  were added to the company's stab le .  The Rambler  
namep l ate appeared for  the l ast t i me i n  1 969 on the f i na l 
ed i t ion  of the Rambler  Amer i can des i g n  that had ap­
peared i n  1 964 . I n  1 970,  t h i s  was rep l aced by the Hornet 
and G rem l i n .  

The top-of-the- l i ne 1 966 Am bassador was a face l i fted 
vers ion of the redesi g n ed 1 965 Rambler  Am bassado r .  I t  
was one  o f  t he  better efforts from the stu d i os of R i c h ard 
A. Teag ue,  AMC v i ce-pres iden t  fo r styl i n g .  A g racefu l ­
look i n g  car ,  i t  rode a wheel base fou r i n ches longer  than 
the 1 964 Am bassador 's .  A spec ia l  mode l  for '66 was the 
elegant ly appo i n ted DPL h ardtop, w h i c h  h ad recl i n i n g  
bucket seats , fo ld -down center arm rests ,  p i l e  carpet­
i ng ,  and an exten sive l i st of accessor ies .  Off i c i a l l y ,  the 
DPL was a model in i ts own r i g ht ,  not an Am bassador .  I t  
bec ame the Am bassador  DPL in 1 967.  

Ran ked be low the DPL were the reg u l ar Am bassador 
sed ans,  wagons ,  h ardtops, and one convert i b le ,  avai l ­
able i n  t he  880 and  990 ser i es .  A l l  were offered w i th  t he  
long- run n i ng "Typhoo n "  232-c id  s i x ,  o r  w i th  a cho ice 
of two opt iona l  V8 en g i nes,  i n  287- and 327-c i d  s i zes. 
On ly  the 270-bhp 327 V8 req u i red prem i u m g aso l i ne.  

1 966 Ambassador DPL hardtop coupe 

1 966 A mbassador 990 convert ib le  
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A l thou g h  most Ambassadors were ordered w i th  auto­
mat i c  transm iss ion ,  a few were eq u i pped w i th  a th ree­
speed manua l  tran sm i ss ion or AM C ' s  "Tw i n  St i c k "  
ove rd r ive .  A fou r-speed syn ch romesh gearbox was a lso 
marketed for the Am bassador 990 and DPL .  

The  b ig  Am bassador evo lved n i ce ly  t h rough  the  l ate 
'60s. For 1 967 ,  w heel base was lengthened and sem i ­
fastback styl i n g  w i th  s l i g h t ly  rou nder  body contou rs 
was adopted . I n  1 968 , the hood was ref i ned and a n ew 
model seq uence appeared : Am bassador ,  Am bassador  
DPL ,  and Am bassador  SST. New frontal styl i n g ,  w h i ch 
i n c l uded a sc u l ptu red hood , p l ast i c  g r i l l e ,  and hor i zon­
tal  q u ad head l i g h ts ,  arr ived in 1 969 . The 1 970 vers ion  
was restyled w i th new rear fenders and ta i  l I amps on  se­
dans and h ardtops ,  and new roof pane ls  and ta i l l am ps 
on wagons .  By 1 969 , the Am bassador 's  w heel base 
h ad g rown to 1 22 i nc hes,  and a i r  con d i t i o n i n g  was 
stand ard . 

AMC made an u n successfu l try at the boom i ng per­
so na l -c ar market w i th the rad i cal ly  sty led 1 965 Ramb ler  
M ar l i n ,  ren amed AMC M ar l i n  fo r  1 966-67 .  Sty led by 
Teag ue,  the M ar l i n  was a huge  fastbac k based on the 
i n termed i ate R amb le r  C l ass ic  c h ass is of '65 - '66 and 
borro w i n g  some of  i ts  front-end sheetmetal . I t  featu red 
rak i sh l y  sh aped rear s ide w i n dows and C-p i l l ar sty l i n g .  
The '66 model w as c h an g ed on ly  s l i g h t ly .  I t  h ad a n ew 

1 967 A m bassador DPL hardtop coupe 

1 966 Ambassado r 990 station wagon 



1 967 Marl i n  fastback coupe 

1 968 R ebel SST conve rt ib le 

g r i l le ,  a sway bar was adopted for si x-cyl i nder  mode ls ,  
and  an opt iona l  b l ack  v i n yl -covered roof treatment  was 
offered . The 1 967 M ar l i n  was the l ast of the l i ne .  I t  was 
fu l l y resty led and a much  more handsome car bec ause 
of i ts longer  wheel base shared w i th  that year 's  Ambas­
sador .  Measu r i n g  6 .5  i nches longer  than 1 965-66 M ar­
l i ns ,  it was perh aps the n i cest- look i n g  of the th ree . B ut 
i t  remai n ed a very low-p rod u ct ion  i tem . Fewer than 
5000 and 3000 M ar l i n s  were bu i l t for 1 966 and 1 967 ,  re­
spect ive l y .  M a r l i n  offered some sports car featu res (op­
t iona l  fou r-speed transm i ss i o n ,  tachometer ,  buc ket 
seats, and e n g i n es ran g i n g  u p  to 280 bhp) , but  i t  l ac ked 
a sports c ar 's  taut ,  prec i se hand l i ng  and smal l ,  effi c ien t  
s ize .  

A more successfu l i n n ovat ion  was the 1 968 J avel i n ,  a 
ponycar i n  the M ustang i m age .  I t  was beau t i fu l l y 
sh aped and exc i t i n g .  More i m portant ,  i t  was successfu l :  
ove r 56 ,000 u n i ts were bu i l t th at year, he l p i n g  A M C  re­
cover from a fou r-year sales s l u m p .  Wi th  i ts  stand ard 
232 s i x ,  the J ave l i n  c ru i sed at 80 m p h ;  w i th  the opt iona l  
290 V8, i t  cou ld  do 1 00 mph . The J avel i n ' s opt iona l  " Go 
Pac k age" i nc l uded a 343 V8 wi th  fou r- barre l carbu re­
tor ,  dua l  ex h austs ,  power fron t  d i sc brakes , heavy-d uty 
su spen s ion ,  and w ide  t i res. So equ i pped,  the car wou ld 
run  from 0 to 60 mph i n  e i g ht seconds ,  and approach 
1 20 mph m ax i m u m .  The J ave l i n  was roo m i er, l arger ,  
and lon ger than i ts  M u stan g ,  C am aro ,  an d B arrac u d a  
r iva ls .  I t s  styl i n g  was c leaner ,  too. 

The J avel i n  was face l i fted for 1 969 w i th  a s l i g ht ly  al­
tered g r i l l e .  In 1 970,  i t  received a " tw i n -ven tu r i "  g r i l le ,  
rev i sed whee l  covers,  and a n ew hood w i th s i m u l ated 
a i r scoops.  Sales were not as i m p ress ive i n  1 969-70 as 
they were i n  1 968 because of add i t i o n al com pet i t i on  i n  
the ponycar market-notab ly a s leek new C amaro. 

An exc i t i n g  m i d- 1 968 i ntrod uct ion  was the AM X ,  a 

AMC 

1 967 Marl i n  fastback coupe 

1 968 Javel i n  fastback coupe 

two-seat co u pe based on  the J ave l i n  bodysh e l l  and r id­
i n g  a spec ia l  shorter whee l base. AM C i n t rod uced a 
n ew 390-c id  V8 for the AMX wi th 3 1 5 bhp and 425 foot­
pou nds  of torq ue .  It i n c l uded a forged-stee l c ranksh aft 
and con nect i n g  rods.  The stand ard eng i ne was a 290 
V8, and the 343 was ava i l ab le  as an opt i o n .  The A M X ' s  

1 968 Jave l i n  SST fastback coupe 

1 968 Jave l i n  fastback cou pe 
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AMC 

.�. 

1 968 AMX two-seat fastback coupe 

1 968 Ambassador SST fou r-door sedan 

1 968 Ambassador SST hardtop coupe 

t i g h t  su spen s i o n ,  com p re h e n s i v e  i n st r u mentat i on , 
bucket seats, and opt iona l  fou r-speed gearbox made i t  
a gen u i ne sports car, and i t  d id  we l l  i n  compet i t i on .  As  
w i th the  M ar l i n ,  the AM X 's  best styl i n g  came in  i ts l ast 
year .  The 1 970 models were smooth ly  i n teg rated and 
looked the part of a ser ious  sports car .  Product ion was,  
however ,  much lower than man agement h ad expected . 
The car never so ld wel l ,  and prod uct ion  for al l th ree 
years fa i led to top 20 ,000 u n i ts .  As good as it was ,  
Amer ican Motors was probably the  wrong  company to 
sel l  a performance c ar l i ke the AMX.  (The company h as 
rev ived the AM X n ame from t i me to t i me for i ts sporty 
mode ls  i n  the 1 970s . )  

Another new AMC make fo r 1 968 was t h e  Rebe l ,  i n ­
trod uced the year before as a R amb ler  model tak i n g  
over from the C l assi c .  Rebe l  was AM C's  i n termed i ate 
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1 968 R ebel SST convert ible 

1 968 R ebel SST hardtop coupe 

1 969 Rebel S ST hardtop coupe 

wi th  a 1 1 4- i n ch wheel base . A var iety of  s ix-cyl i nder  and 
V8 e n g i nes was offered . Pr ices were com pet i t i ve ,  start­
i n g  at around $2500. Sed ans,  h ardtops, wagons ,  and a 
convert i b le  were ava i l ab le i n  three ser ies .  Rebel  was 
the on ly  A M C  l i ne  to offer a convert i b le  i n  1 968 , but  few 
were b u i l t :  o n l y  377 i n  the  550 ser ies and another 823 i n  
SST g u i se .  I n  fact, these wou ld  be AMC 's  l ast convert­
i b les.  The 1 969 l i neup was t r immed to two ser ies-ba­
s i c  and SST. A w i der  trac k  and a new g r i l l e ,  p l u s  a re­
styled rear deck and tai l l i g hts ,  were the on ly  c h an ges of 
note. 

For 1 970 ,  Rebe l  sed ans and h ardtops were length­
ened two i n ches to accommodate redes i g ned roof pan­
e ls  and rear fen ders ,  and new tai l l i g hts appeared . I n  
add i t ion  to the bas ic  and SST ser ies ,  AM C ag ai n went 
after the performance crowd with "The M ac h i ne"-a 



1 969 Ambassador SST four-door sedan 

1 969 Javel i n  SST fastback coupe 

1 970 A M X  two-seat fastback coupe 

Rebel w i th  a d i fference. Th i s  c ar pac ked the company's  
most poten t  V8 , a fou r-speed H u rst- l i n kage t ransm i s­
s ion , and a 3 .54 : 1  rear ax le  r at io .  The two-door hardtop 
body featu red a R am-Ai r hood scoop, a spec i al red­
w h i te- a n d - bl u e  p a i n t  t re at m e n t ,  and 1 5- i n c h  m ag 
whee l s  w ith ra ised-wh ite- Iette r  t i res.  An 8000-rpm tach­
ometer, d u al exhausts,  low-back-pressu re m u ff lers, 
and a defi n i te front-end  rake completed th i s  expensive 
pac k age .  A l thoug h  The M ac h i ne certa i n l y  h ad a per­
formance i m ag e ,  the rac i n g  h onors went to the  J ave l i n .  
M ark Donohue d rove a J ave l i n  SST to the Trans-Am 
c hampionsh i p  that year .  

Amer ican M otors spent $40 m i l l i on ,  a m i l l ion m an­
hours ,  and three years to desig n  i ts  new compact for 
1 970. The car was du bbed H ornet, the fi rst t i m e  t h at t i me­
honored n ame h ad been seen si nce the l ast H udsons i n  

AMC 

1 970 Jave l i n  fastback coupe 

1 970 Hornet two-door sedan 

A .-, 

1 970 G re m l i n  two-door sedan 

1 957 . Ent i re ly  new from the g round u p, the Hornet c ame 
as  a two- or  fou r-door sedan on a 1 08- i n ch wheelbase, 
and both s i x  and V8 eng i nes were avai l ab le .  Hornet 
sales for the year were 92 ,458-a stron g  show i n g  t h at 
helped the company ' s  sag g i n g  f i n an ces.  B ut on the 
who le ,  Kenosha sti l l  lost money t h at year-$58 .2  m i ll i on 
on  sales of over $1 b i l l i on . 

I n  Apr i l  1 970 , another  new model arr ived , i ntr i g u i n g ly 
n amed the G rem l i n .  As the fi rst "subcompact" i nt ro­
d uced by an Ameri can automaker it so ld  wel l ,  and over 
26 ,000 moved out  before the short model year ended i n  
m id- 1 970. The G remli n carr ied A M C ' s  most econo m i c al 
s i x-cyli nder  eng i ne and attract ive pr ices.  I ts styl i ng w as 
based on  the Hornet ' s .  Ahead of the B-p i llar, the two 
c ars were q u i te s i m i l ar ,  but the G rem l i n  h ad a t run c ated 
rear end .  Overal l ,  the c ar 's  appearance was controver-

1 9  



AMC 

1 970 Rebel SST hardtop coupe 

s ia l . Styl i st Teag ue i n s i sted the G rem l i n ' s  unorthodox 
des ign  was the on ly  way to go .  " Nobody wou ld  h ave 
pa id it any attent ion if it h ad looked l i ke one of the B i g  
Three , "  he sai d .  

Wi th the Hornet and G reml i n ,  American Motors be­
g an to switch fro m be i n g  a " fu l l - l i ne"  automaker to a 
spec i a l ty produ cer of com pact and su bcom pact cars. 
Th is  was the approach that h ad been so profi table for 
the f i rm i n  the ear ly '60s. The Rebel and A M X  appeared 

AMC Specifications 
1 966 
Marl in (wb 1 1 2.0) Wght Price Prod 

6659-7 fstbk cpe 3,050 2,601  4,547 
Ambassador 880 (wb 1 1 6.0)" 

6685-2 sdn 4d 3,006 2,455 
6686-2 sdn 2d 2,970 2,404 
6688-2 wgn 4d 3 , 1 60 2 ,759 
Ambassador 990 (wb 1 1 6.0)" 

6685-5 sdn 4d 3,034 2,574 
6687-5 cony cpe 3,462 2,968 
6688-5 wgn 4d 3 , 1 80 2 ,880 
6689-5 htp cpe 3,056 2,600 
DPL (wb 1 1 6.0)" 

6689-7 htp cpe 3,090 2,756 
1 966 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

L6, 232 3 .75 x 3.50 1 45 S-Marl in 
L6, 232 2.75 x 3 .50 1 55 S-Ambassador 
V8, 287 3 .75 x 3.25 1 98 O-all 
V8 , 327 4.00 x 3 .25 250/ 270 O-all 

' Tota1 1 966 calendar year 279,225; includes Rambler American and Classic 
models and early 1 967 production. 

1 967 
Marl in (wb 1 1 8.0) 

6759-7 fstbk cpe 

20 

Wght 

3,342 
Price Prod 

2,963 2,545 

1 970 Ambassador DPL fou r-door sedan 

for the l ast t ime in 1 970.  Though  the company d al l i ed 
wi th  the low-se l l i n g  Am bassador and the Rebe l ' s  M ata­
dor rep lacement for most of the ' 70s, it soon reached 
the conc l us ion  that i t  cou l d  not com pete model -for­
model w i th  the B i g  Three.  Further  spec i a l i zat ion­
wh ich  meant d rop p i n g  the J ave l i n ,  M atador ,  and Am­
bassador and i n trod u c i n g  the l ater Pacer ,  Concord,  
Sp i r i t ,  and Eag le  mode ls-m arked AM C ' s  s low c l i m b  
back toward profi tabi l i ty i n  the ' 70s.  

Ambassador 880 (wb 1 1 8.0)* Wght Price Prod 

6785-2 sdn 4d 3,279 2,657 
6786-2 sdn 4d 3,3 1 0 2 ,5 1 9  
6788-2 wgn 4d 3,486 2,962 
Ambassador 990 (wb 1 1 8.0)" 

6785-5 sdn 4d 3,324 2,776 
6788-5 wgn 4d 3,545 3,083 
6789-5 htp cpe 3,376 2,803 
Ambassador DPL (wb 1 1 8.0)" 

6787-7 cony cpe 3,434 3, 1 43 
6789-7 htp cpe 3,394 2,958 
1 967 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 232 3 .75 x 3 .50 1 45 S-Marl in 
L6, 232 3 .75 x 3 .50 1 55 S-Ambassador; O-Marlin 
V8, 290 3 .75 x 3 .28 200 S-Amb. cony; O-others 
V8, 343 4.08 x 3.28 235 O-all 
V8, 343 4.08 x 3 .28 280 O-all 
'Total 1 967 calendar year 229,058; includes Rambler American and Rebel 
models and early 1 968 production. 

1 968 
Rebel 550 (wb 1 1 4.0)" Wght Price Prod 

68 1 5  sdn 4d 3,062 2,443 
68 1 7  cony 2d 3, 1 95 2 ,736 377 
68 1 8  wgn 4d 3,30 1 2 ,729 
681 9  htp cpe 3, 1 1 7  2,454 
Rebel 770 (wb 1 1 4.0)" 

68 1 5-5 sdn 4d 3,074 2,542 
68 1 8-5 wgn 4d 3,306 2 ,854 



Wght Price Prod 

68 1 9-5 htp cpe 3 , 1 1 6  2,556 
Rebel SST (wb 1 1 4.0)' 

68 1 7-7 conv cpe 3 ,427 2,999 823 
68 1 9-7 htp cpe 3 ,348 2,775 
AMX (wb 97.0)' 

6839-7 fstbk cpe 2S 3,097 3,245 6 ,725 
Javel in  (wb 1 09.0)-56,462 bui lt  

6879-5 fstbk cpe 2,826 2,482 
6879-7 SST fstbk cpe 2,836 2 ,587 
Ambassador (wb 1 1 8.0)* 

6885-2 sdn 4d 3, 1 93 2,820 
6889-2 htp cpe 3,258 2,892 
Ambassador DPL (wb 1 1 8.0)' 

6885-5 sdn 4d 3 ,265 2,920 
6888-5 wgn 4d 3 ,475 3,207 
6889-5 htp cpe 3,321 2,947 
Ambassador SST (wb 1 1 8 .0)" 

6885-7 sdn 4d 3 ,496 3, 1 5 1 
6889-7 htp cpe 3,530 3 , 1 72 
* Total 1 968 calendar year 268,439; includes Rambler American and early 
1 969 production. 
1 968 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 232 3 .75 x 3 .50 1 45 S-Javel in,  Rebel exc SST 
L6, 232 3 .75 x 3.50 1 55 S-Amb exc SST 
V8, 290 3 .75 x 3.28 200 S-Rebel SST, Amb SST; O-all 
V8, 290 3.75 x 3.28 225 S-AMX; O-Javel in 
V8, 343 4.08 x 3.28 235 O-Rebel ,  Ambassador 
V8, 343 4.08 x 3.28 280 O-AMX Javel in , Rebel, Amb 
V8, 390 4 . 1 7 x 3 .57 3 1 5  O-all 

1 969 
Rebel (wb 1 1 4.0)' Wght Price Prod 

69 1 5  sdn 4d 3,062 2,484 
69 1 8  wgn 4d 3,301 2 ,8 1 7  
69 1 9  htp cpe 3 , 1 1 7  2 ,496 
Rebel SST (wb 1 1 4.0)" 

691 5-7 sdn 4d 3,074 2,584 
691 8-7 wgn 4d 3,306 2,947 
69 1 9-7 htp cpe 3, 1 40 2,598 
AMX (wb 97.0)" 

6939-7 fstbk cpe 2S 3,097 3,297 8,293 
Javelin (wb 1 09.0)-40,675 bui lt  

6979-5 fstbk cpe 2,826 2 ,51 2 
6979-7 SST fstbk cpe 2,836 2,633 
Ambassador (wb 1 22 .0)" 

6985-2 sdn 4d 3,276 2,9 1 4 
Ambassador DPL (wb 1 22.0)* 

6985-5 sdn 4d 3,358 3 , 1 65 
6988-5 wgn 4d 3,561 3,504 
6989-5 hlp cpe 3,403 3, 1 82 
Ambassador SST (wb 1 22.0)* 

6985-7 sdn 4d 3 ,508 3,605 
6988-7 wgn 4d 3 ,732 3,998 
6989-7 hlp cpe 3,566 3,622 
' Total 1 969 calendar year 242,898; includes Rambler American and early 
1 970 production. 

1 969 Engines bore x stroke bhp 
---------

L6, 232 
L6, 232 
V8, 290 
V8, 290 
V8, 343 
V8, 343 
V8, 390 

1 970* 

3 .75 x 3 .50 
3 .75 x 3 .50 
3 .75 x 3 .28 
3 .75 x 3.28 
4 .08 x 3 .28 
4.08 x 3 28 
4. 1 7 x 3 . 57 

Hornet (wb 1 08.0) 

7005-0 sdn 4d 
7006-0 sdn 2d 
Hornet SST (wb 1 08.0) 

7005-7 sdn 4d 
7006-7 sdn 2d 
Rebel (wb 1 1 4.0) 

701 5-0 sdn 4d 
701 8-0 wgn 4d 
70 1 9-0 htp cpe 
Rebel SST (wb 1 1 4.0) 

701 5-7 sdn 4d 
701 8-0 wgn 4d 
701 9-7 htp cpe 
Rebel Machine (wb 1 1 4.0) 

701 9-0 htp cpe 
AMX (wb 97.0) 

7039-7 fstbk cpe 2S 
G reml in  (wb 96.0) 

7046-0 sdn 2d 
7046-5 sdn 2d 
Javel in  (wb 1 09.0) 

7079-5 fstbk cpe 
7079-7 SST fstbk cpe 

1 45 
1 55 
200 
225 
235 
280 
3 1 5  

7079-7 SST/Trans-Am fstbk cpe 
Ambassador (wb 1 22.0) 

7085-2 sdn 4d 
Ambassador DPL (wb 1 22.0) 

7085-5 sdn 4d 
7088-5 wgn 4d 
7089-5 htp cpe 
Ambassador SST (wb 1 22.0) 

7085-7 sdn 4d 
7088-5 wgn 4d 
7089-5 hlp cpe 

AMC 

avai labi l ity 
----------------

S-Javel in ,  Rebel 
S-Amb, Amb DPL; O- Rebel 
S-Amb SST; O-Amb, Reb, Jav 
S-AMX; O-Javel in 
O-Rebel ,  Ambassador 
O-AMX, Jav, Rebel, Amb 
O-AMX, Jav SST, Amb SST 

Wght Price Prod 

2,748 2,072 
2 ,677 1 ,994 

2 ,765 2,22 1 
2 ,705 2 , 1 44 

3 , 1 29 2 ,636 
3 ,356 2 ,766 
3, 1 48 2,660 

3, 1 55 2,684 
3,375 3,072 
3 ,206 2 ,71 8 

3 ,650 3,475 

3, 1 26 3 ,395 

2,497 1 ,879 
2,557 1 ,959 

2,845 2 ,720 
2,863 2,848 
3,340 3,995 

3 ,328 3 ,020 

3,523 3,588 
3,8 1 7  3,946 
3 ,555 3 ,605 

3,557 3,722 
3,852 4, 1 22 
3 .606 3 ,739 

* Tota1 1 970 calendar year 276 , 1 1 0 ;  includes early 1 97 1  production. 

1 970 Engines 

L6, 1 99 
L6, 232 

L6, 232 
V8, 304 
V8, 360 
V8, 360 
V8, 390 
V8, 390 

bore x stroke 

3 75 x 3.00 
3 .75 x 3 .50 

3.75 x 3 .50 
3 .75 x 3 .44 
4.08 x 3.44 
4 .08 x 3 .44 
4. 1 7 x 3 .57 
4. 1 7x 3.57 

bhp 

1 28 
1 45 

1 55 
2 1 0  
245 
290 
325 
340 

availabil ity 

S-Hornet, Greml in 
S-Hornet SST, Rebel ,  Javel in ;  
O-Hornet, Gremlin 
S-Amb; O-Hornet, Rebel 
S-DPL, SST; O-all exc AMX 
O-Rebel, Amb, Jav 
S-AMX; O-Reb, Amb, Jav 
O-AMX, Jav, Reb SST, Amb SST 
S-Rebel Machine; O-all 
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Avanti II Avant i  Motor Corp.  
South Bend , Ind i a n a  

S tudebaker f led to  Canada i n  1 963 . Leo Newman 
and the l ate Nathan Al tman had been partners i n  

one of the o ldest Stu debaker dealersh i ps i n  the cou nt ry .  
Two years l ater ,  Newman and Al tman resu rrected the 
Avant i , Stu debaker 's  g reatest car of the '60s. 

The Stu debaker Avan t i ,  desi gned by a team of styl i sts 
work i n g  under  Raym ond Loewy, had been a fai l u re i n  
the marketp lace .  B u t  i t  was loved by h ardcore Stude­
baker enthus i asts-the on ly  Studebaker in two genera­
t ions  to have i n sp i red such i n terest . Before it was 
phased out  by Studebaker ,  the Avant i  had captu red v i r­
tua l ly  every major  U .S .  Auto C l u b  speed record , i nc l ud­
ing a 1 70 . 78-m ph f ly i ng-m i l e at  Bonnev i l l e .  Newman 
and Altman dec i ded the Avant i  was too good to lose.  
So, they bou g ht the n ame, the p roduct ion  r i g hts ,  and 
the tool i n g  for i t ,  a long with a port ion  of Studebaker 's 
abandoned factory in South Ben d .  Prod uct ion  of a 
rev i sed vers ion cal led the Avant i  I I  commenced i n  l ate 
1 965 . The goal  was an output  of 300 cars a year .  That 
f i gu re was never ac h i eved , but  prod uct ion h as been 
adeq uate and cons istent ever  s i nce .  

Un l i ke i ts predecessor ,  the Avant i  I I  h as been a 
commerc i a l success. The car 's f i berg l ass body panels 
i nsu red there wou ld  be no expen s ive sheetmetal d i es 
to mai nta i n .  Construct ion  co u l d  be done by h an d  on a 
m i n i atu re assembly  l i ne  so each car cou ld  be b u i l t care­
fu l l y  and ta i lored to each customer 's  persona l  spec i f i ­
cat ions .  A l tman ,  a born  salesman , reveled in  the Avant i  
I I  bu s i ness. V i s i tors to the factory would frequ ent ly  f i nd  
h im w i th  te lephone i n  hand ,  ta l k i n g  long-d i stance to  an 

1 966 Avanti I I  sport coupe 
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aff luent  customer abo ut i nd i v i d u al i z i n g  h i s  car .  
The Avant i  I I  i s  st i l l  i n  prod uct ion  tod ay , thou g h  i t& 

base pr ice  at t h i s  wr i t i n g  h as soared to about $23,000. 
In the 1 960s,  i t  was a far better buy :  p r ices began at 
$6550. And i n  those days, even the most ded icated 
devotee of h i g h  l i v i n g  wou l d have been h ard put to push 
the pr ice  of  a ta i  lo r-made Av ant i  I I  past $ 1 0 ,000, though 
Newman and A l tman t r ied the i r  best to  he lp .  The opt ion  
l i st i n c l uded a H urst fou r-speed sh i fter ,  power steer i n g ,  
a i r  co nd i t i on i n g ,  e lectr ic  w i n dow l i fts ,  t i n ted w i ndsh ie ld  
and  rear w i ndow,  AM /FM rad i o ,  Eppe fog or  d r i v i n g  
l i g hts ,  l i m i ted-sl i p  d i fferent i a l ,  M ag n u m  500 c h romed 
whee ls ,  and a var i ety of Fi restone  and M i ch e l i n  b i as-p ly 
and rad i a l t i res .  The bas ic  Avant i  I I  came w i th v i ny l  t r i m ,  
but  textured " R ap h ae l  v i ny l " cou l d  b e  ordered for $200 
extra.  Gen u i ne leather  seats and door pane l  t r i m  cost 
$300 , and fu l l  leather  t r im  went fo r $500 . Pai n t  co lor  
cou ld be ordered to  su i t  any p reference .  

A l though ear ly  Avant i  l i s used the same mod i f i ed 
Studebaker convert i b le  frame as the or i g i n al Avant i , 
they were not powered by Studebaker V8s . The supply  
h ad d r i ed u p  when Studebaker left South Bend .  I nstead , 
the factory sw i tched to the C hevro l et 327 cub ic - i nch  V8 
i n  Corvette tune .  D i sp l acement was l ater en l arged to 
350 c i d .  Buyers cou l d  choose e i ther  a fu l l y synch ro­
n i zed Borg-Warner fou r-speed man u al t ran s m i ss ion  or 
Avan t i ' s  " power-sh i ft"  automat i c ,  des i g ned to perm i t  
m an u al se l ect ion  o f  f i rst and second g ears.  A l l  these 
mec h an ica l  c h anges were h i dden from v iew under a 
body that was al most i dent ica l  w i th  that of the or ig i n a l  



Avant i . The ma in  v i su al c l ues fo r i dent i fy i ng  the new 
model were i ts more level stan ce (A l tman ' s  customers 
d i s l i ked the or i g i n a l ' s  not i ceable front-end rake) ,  the 
add i t ion  of a Roman n u meral I I  to the Avant i  scr i pt ,  and 
red uced-rad i u s  wheel open i n g s . 

The Corvette en g i ne  prov i ded exce l lent  performance 
for the aerodynam i c  fou r-p lace g rand tourer .  A typ ic al 
0-60 mph accel erat ion  t i me for an Avant i  I I  w i th  auto­
mat i c  was u nder n i ne seconds ;  w i th a 3 . 54 : 1  rear ax le 
rat io ,  the car cou ld ach i eve 1 25 m i les per hour'. The 
C hevy V8 was l i g hter than the o ld Studebaker e n g i ne ,  
and th i s  i m proved front/rear wei g ht d i st r ibu t ion  from 
the 59/4 1  of the or i g i n al car to 57/43 for the Avanti I I .  
The new car st i l l  u ndersteered , but  f i nal oversteer cou l d  
b e  i n d u ced b y  a j ud i c ious  poke at the thrott le .  The 
front-d i sc/rear-d rum brakes resi sted fade ,  and prov ided 
near ly 1 G decelerat ion  from 80 mph i n  a pan i c  stop .  
Obv i ous ly  Newm an an d A l tman cared about safety as 
much as strai g h t- l i ne performance.  

The Avant i  I I  so ld  to a somewhat d i fferent c l i ente le  
than Studebaker 's  versio n .  I n  the 1 960s , i ts $6500 base 
pr ice was Cad i l l ac E ldorado money .  The or ig i n al Avant i  
h ad sold for $4445 ,  w h i c h  was Ch rys ler  terr i tory. New­
man and A l tman real i zed t h i s  d i fference meant a 
change  i n  m arket appeal . Accord i n g ly ,  the i r  promot ion  

Avant i I I Specif icat ions 

1 965 
(wb 1 09.0) 

spt cpe 

1 965 Eng ine bore x stroke 

V8 , 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 

1 966 
(wb 1 09.0) 

spt cpe 

1 966 Engine bore x stroke 

V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 

1 967 
(wb 1 09.0) 

spt cpe 

1 967 Engine bore x stroke 

V8, 327.0 4.00 x 3 . 25 

Wght 

3 ,2 1 7  

bhp avai labi l ity 

300 S-all 

Wght 

3 , 1 8 1  

bhp avai labi l ity 

300 S-all 

Wght 

3 ,2 1 7  

bhp avai labi l ity 

300 S-all 

Price Prod 

6,550 2 1  

Price Prod 

7,200 77 

Price Prod 

7 ,200 60 

Avanti II 

1 968 Avanti I I  sport coupe 

was a imed at the customer i nterested more i n  " per­
son al - l u x u ry"  than perform an ce.  

On the open road , the Avant i I I  was in  i ts e lement .  
Road testers gave i t  poi nts for safety, q u i etness,  struc­
tu ral r i g i d i ty ,  and a r ide that was f i rm but  comfortab le .  
" I n th is  day of g reat concern over automotive safety, "  
wrote John  R .  Bond i n  1 966, "the Avanti  I I  sho u l d  make 
new f r iends ,  for obv iou s ly  there was more thou ght  g iv­
en to safety i n  i ts concept ion  than i n  most Amer i can 
cars .  Good brakes , sens i b le  i n ter io r  des i g n  and decent 
h and l i n g  i m part secu r i ty to the d r iver . . .  I t ' s  a better 
car  than it was three years ag o . "  

1 968 
(wb 1 09.0) Wght Price Prod 

spt cpe 

1 968 Engine bore x stroke 

V8, 327.0 400 x 3 .25 

1 969 
(wb 1 09.0) 

spt cpe 

1 969 Engines bore x stroke 

V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 
V8 , 350.0 4 .00 x 3 .48 

1 970 
(wb 1 09.0) 

spt cpe 

1 970 Engine bore x stroke 

V8, 350.0 4.00 3 .48 

3 ,2 1 7  6,645 

bhp avai labi l ity 

300 S-all 

Wght 

3 ,2 1 7  

bhp avai labi l ity 

300 S-all 
300 O-all 

Wght 

3 ,342 

bhp avai labi l ity 

300 S-al l 

Price 

7 . 1 45 

Price 

7,500 

---

89 

Prod 

1 03 

Prod 

1 1 1  

-
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Buick Buick Division, General Motors Corp . 
Fl int ,  Michigan 

Dur i ng  the 1 940s, Bu ick  was G M ' s  n u m ber-two pro­
du cer a�ter Chevro let ,  and usual ly  fou rth i n  the i n ­

dustry beh i nd the " B i g  Th ree"-C hevy, Ford ,  an d 
P lymouth .  The d iv i s ion normal ly  tu rned out u pwards of 
300 ,000 cars a year .  After the war,  as GM end u red an 
extended st r i ke,  Bu i ck  took awh i le to reg a in  momen­
tum, but by 1 949 i t  was prod u c i n g  nearly 400 ,000 cars.  
In 1 950, i t  wou ld  top half a m i l l i on .  

"Valve i n  Head-Ahead i n  Va lue"  was Bu ick 's  s lo ­
g an ,  and  the  cars reflected that character ist ic  th rou g h ­
out the '40s. They were b i g ,  b u t  o n ly s l i g ht ly  ostenta-

1 940 Series 80 L imited Strea m l i ned formal sedan 

1 94 1  Series 70 Roadmaster convert ible  phaeton 

1 941 Series 60 Century fou r-door sedan 
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t ious .  For those who fe lt  status  w as everyth i n g ,  there 
was always Cad i l l ac .  B u i c k ' s  buyers were, for the most 
part ,  profess iona l  people ,  a loyal g roup  that retu rned to 
the c ars from Fl i nt t i me and t i me ag ai n .  The prewar l i n e  
was one o f  the w i dest i n  B u i c k ' s  h i story, o n e  that 
wou l d n ' t  be matched i n  scope un t i l wel l i nto the 1 950s. 

For 1 940, the Bu ick  l i neup was d iv ided i nto fou r se­
r ies,  bearin g  names as we l l  as n u m bers. The Series 40 
Spec i a l ran ged from s imp le sedans to spectacu lar  open 
sty les .  The Ser ies 50 Super compr ised a smal ler  n um­
ber  of  mode ls ,  i nc l u d i n g  a wood-bod ied estate wag o n .  

1 941  Series 90 L i m i ted e ight-passenger sedan 

1 941  Series 60 Centu ry business coupe 

1 94 1  Series 70 R oadmaste r fou r-door sedan 



Spec i a ls and Su pers rode a 1 2 1 - i nch  wheel base, and 
were powered by the 248 cub ic- i n ch B u ick  f ive-m ai n­
bear i n g  s t ra i g h t  e i g ht ,  a smooth  an d respected 
powerplant .  

The l arger  cars were the Ser ies 60 Centu ry, Ser ies 70 
Road m aster,  and the Ser ies 80 and 90 L im i teds, a l l 
powered by a 320 .2-c id  eng i ne ,  a lso w i th  f ive ma in  
beari n g s .  The  long sed ans and  l i mous i nes used a 1 40-
i nch  wheel base . 

A n u m ber of i nterest i n g  spec i al bod ies were of­
fered for 1 940,  some of them for the l ast t ime .  The crop 
of converti b le  sed ans h ad started to t h i n  out by the start 
of the decade, and the l ast i n  the Century l i ne appeared 
that year. The Super and Road m aster versi ons con­
t i n ued for one more seaso n .  In  the L im i ted ser i es ,  B u i c k  
b u i l t j u st 1 4  Stream l i ned Sed ans,  w i t h  fastback sty l i n g  
rem i n i scent o f  t h e  L inco ln -Zephyr .  M ore popu l ar was 
the L i m i ted convert i b le  sed an o r  phaeto n ,  wh ich  had 
convent iona l  "tru n k back"  sty l i n g  and so ld for $1 952. 
B u ick  so ld  j u st seven stream l i ned phaetons and 250 
t ru n kbacks .  Si m i l ar body a l ternat ives were offered for 
the formal  sed ans.  

Cu stom bod ies occasi onal l y  appeared in  1 940,  but  
not as reg u l ar cata log offer i n g s .  R ak i sh town cars from 
B rewster ,  one of wh ich  rode the Series 90 chassi s ,  were 
not ident i f ied as Bu icks at a l l .  But  the Series 90 Brew­
ster Bu ick  was the fi rst to earn coveted " C l assic" 
status from the C l assic Car C l u b  of Amer ica.  Buffalo 's 
Brunn Company a lso des igned custom mode ls ,  i nc l ud­
i n g  a fair ly convent ional town car body on the Roadmas­
ter ch assis-str ict ly a one-off. 

B u ick  had a ban ner year i n  1 94 1 . M ode l  year produc­
t ion  totaled 374,000 u n its .  Lead i ng the l i ne was a beau­
t i fu l ser ies of opu lent  c u stoms by B r u n n  on  the Li m i ted 
chassis .  These i nc l uded a ph aeton ,  town c ar ,  l andau 
brou g h am,  and fu l l  l andau .  M ost f l am boyant was the 
B ru n n  convert i b le  cou pe, offered to dealers for $3500 . 
At that pr ice,  on ly  the prototype was sold .  The car 
was s ign i f icant because of i ts "sweep-spear" s ide 
m ot i f ,  w h i c h  pref i g u red a po stw a r  p rod u c t i o n  
styl i ng  trademark .  

The Road m aster l i neup cont i n u ed u nc h an ged i n  
1 94 1 , w h i l e  the Century ser ies was t r immed o f  i ts con­
vert i b le ,  convert i b le  sed an,  and c l u b  cou pe. The stat ion  
wagon s h i fted from the Super  to the Spec i al ser ies,  but  
neverthe less so l d  for about $200 more than i ts 1 940 
cou nterpart. Spec i als  were spl i t  into two su b-series: the  
40 ,  wh ich  rode a 1 1 8- inch  whee lbase " and the 40A o n  a 
1 21 - i n ch span . 

The 1 94 1  Spec i al /Super  248-c id  eng i ne  featu red a 
new p iston desi g n  that prov ided better com press ion of 
the fue l /a i r  m i xtu re before combu st ion  and a corre­
spond i n g  i ncrease in horsepower.  Avai l ab le  for the 40A 
Spec i al tou r i ng  sedan and sed anet w as Compound 
C arbu ret ion , two c arburetors wi th a p rogessive l i n k­
age, w h i ch fu rther  boosted horsepower to 1 25 .  Com­
pou nd Carburet ion  was stand ard on other  mode ls ,  re­
su l t i ng  in 1 65 bhp  for the Centu ry ,  Road m aster, and 
L im i ted . The 1 94 1  c h ass i s  des i g n  w as a carryover for al l 
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Harl ey Ear l ' s  V-Job show car 

1 942 Series 70 R oadmaster convert i ble  coupe 

but the L im i ted ,  wh ich  u sed a new X-mem ber frame. No 
Bu ic k  was yet ava i l ab le  wi th  automat ic  transm ission . 

Styl i n g  w as evo l ut ion ary, m arked mai n l y  by a bo lder ,  
heav ie r  g r i l l e and rev i sed ports  a long the s i des of the 
hood . One new idea was the fastback,  offered as the 
40A Spec i al and Century tour i n g  sed an , bus i ness 
cou pe ,  and sed anet. I t  d id  away wi th  anac h ron i sms of 
the " t run k back "  age.  Apparent ly  it appealed to the pub­
l i c :  over 1 00 ,000 Spec i al fastback  tou ri n g  sed ans 
were so l d .  

Wor ld War I I  came at the w rong t i m e  for B u ick .  C ar 
produ ct ion  ended after Febru ary 2 ,  1 942.  The new mod­
e ls  h ad been complete ly resty led along the l i nes of H ar­
ley Ear l ' s  V-Job show c ar ,  and were much s leeker t h an 
any that h ad gone before. A w ide ,  low ,  vertica l -bar 
g ri l l e arr ived , and wou ld  be cont in ued on postwar mod­
e ls  th rough 1 954. Fastbac k ,  o r  "torpedo ,"  styl i n g  w as 
more popu l ar than ever .  The Cent u ry put  i n  i ts  l ast ap­
pearance u nt i l 1 954, and w as avai l ab le  i n  o n l y  two 
sty les ,  both fastbac ks.  The stream l i ned model s con­
t i n ued to dom i n ate Spec i al sa les ,  and a lso appeared as 
sedanets i n  the Su per and Roadm aster Ser ies .  

M ost '42 Bu icks  featu red H ar ley Earl ' s  new " A i rfo i l "  
front fenders,  wh ich swept back  th rou g h  al most the en­
t i re len gth of the car to meet the lead i n g. edge  of the 
rear fenders.  L im i teds and Spec ia l s  l ac ked the fu l l ­
sweep treatment ,  b u t  the i r  fenders extended back  wel l 
i n to the doors.  Stream l i n i n g  h ad tru l y  arr ived i n  Fl i n t .  

Cars  bu i l t after J an u ary 1 ,  1 942 used pa inted metal 
i n stead of p l ated parts, as per government  o rder.  On  
Spec i a ls  and  Su pers, cast- i ron p i stons  were used i n  
p lace o f  a l um inum ones. Base horsepower d ropped to 
1 1 0 bhp ( 1 1 8  w i th Compound C arbu ret i o n ) .  By the t ime 
prod uct ion  g round to  a hal t ,  more than  92 ,000 of  the 
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1 942 mode ls  had been bu i l t .  Prod uct ion wou l d  not be­
g i n  ag a in  u nt i l October 1 945 .  

When cars started ro l l i ng off the Fl i n t l i nes ag ai n ,  
there were n o  exot ic  Brunn  customs. On ly  standard 
prod uct ion bod ies were offered . B u i c k  b u i l t  a mere 
2482 cars i n  the c l osi ng  months of 1 945.  But  prod uct ion 
p icked up  the fo l l owi n g  year when more than 1 50 ,000 
u n its were bu i l t .  Natu ral ly ,  the postwar cars were 
warmed-over '42s,  but were avai l ab le i n  a few new body 
sty les :  sed ans and sedanets in Spec i al ,  Super,  and 
Roadmaster g u i se ;  Super and Road master convert i ­
b les ;  and  a Super estate wag o n .  Sty l i n g  was c leaned 
u p .  Most mode ls  bore s i n g l e  i n stead of doub le  s ide  
mo l d i n gs ,  a si mpler  g r i l l e ,  and the  fi rst o f  B u ick ' s  d i s­
t i n c t i ve " g u n s i g h t"  hood orn aments .  Whee l b ase 
cho ices, now wi thout a L im i ted i n  the f ie ld ,  were re­
stri cted to 1 2 1 i nches for the Spec i al ,  1 24 for the Super ,  
and 1 29 for Roadmaster .  Compou nd Carbu ret ion  was 
not offered , so Spec i a l s  and Supers were both rated at 
1 1 0 bhp .  Th i s  com b i n at ion of mode ls ,  whee l bases, and 
eng i nes would endure through  1 948 w i th on ly  m i nor  
changes i n  horsepower. 

Undoubted ly ,  B u i c k ' s  product ion potent ia l  in the 
early postwar years was left u nexplo i ted . The Spec i al ,  
wh ich  wou ld  set many records i n  the 1 950s, actual ly  ac-

1 946 Roadmaster sedanet 

1 946 Special sedanet 

1 947 Roadmaster convertible cou pe 
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cou nted for the smal lest n u m ber  of sales i n  th i s  period . 
Supers were the most popu lar .  The Spec i a l  d i d  not out­
str i p  the Su per i n  produ ct ion  u nt i l  1 950, when i t  became 
B u i c k ' s  b i g g est success story.  By 1 954 , it wou ld he lp  
the d iv i s ion su rpass P lymouth . 

Styl i n g  changes for the 1 947-48 models were m i n i ­
m a l ,  s i nce G M  p l an ned to i n t rod u ce its fi rst a l l - new 
postwar cars for 1 949 . The '47 B u i c ks were marked by a 
w i n g -top g r i l l e that g ave them a very low loo k .  A new ,  
more el aborate crest appea

'
red above i t .  I n  1 948, Spe­

c i a l s  rece ived a fu l l - len gth belt mo ld i n g ; Su pers and 
Roadmasters acqu i red ch rome fen der n amep l ates. I n ­
strument  panel  g auges were go ld-co lored , and steer i n g  
whee ls  were three-spoke,  f lex ib le  types w i th semi -c i r­
c u l ar horn r i ngs .  The most i m portant news i n  1 948 was 
Dyn af low, B u i c k ' s  excel lent automat i c  transm i ss ion .  I t  
was offered as  a $244 opt ion on the Roadmaster on ly .  
Demand for th is  torque-converter auto m at ic  was so 
h i g h  the d iv i s ion  had to dou b le  i ts p lan ned prod uct ion .  
By 1 950,  Dynaf low was bei n g  f i tted to  85  percent o f  al l 
B u i cks  so l d .  

T h e  long-awai ted 1 949 desi g n  he l ped model  year 
p rod uct ion  surge to 324 ,276 u n i ts ,  r i gh t  beh i n d  the 
Chevy- Ford-P lymouth t r io .  The '49s were s leek and 
g racefu l compared to the i r  p redecessors, and re-

1 949 R oadmaster R iv iera hardtop coupe 

1 950 Special sport coupe 



v iewers ag reed they were worth a l l  the attent ion  they 
got .  H ar ley Ear l ' s  Art & Colou r Stu d i o  had successfu l l y  
ad apted a i rcraft fuse l age  l i nes t o  a n  automobi le .  On ly  a 
h i nt of the separate rear fen der  rem a ined on the Su per 
and Road master (the Spec i al retai ned 1 948 fen der sty l ­
i n g ) .  The new bod ies featu red the fi rst o f  B u i ck ' s  now­
legend ary portholes ,  an idea i n spi red by Ned N ick les of 
Ear l 's  staff . Easi ly ,  the most eye-catc h i n g  model was 
the Roadmaster R iv iera .  Together w i th  Cad i l l ac ' s  
Coupe deV i l le a n d  O ldsmob i le 's  H o l i d ay ,  i t  was t h e  fi rst 
m ass-prod uct ion hardtop i n  the modern sense, and 
ushered in a new trend that wou ld eventua l l y  make the 
convert i b le obsolete. Road m aster R iv ieras were good­
look i n g ,  l uxu r ious cars with beaut ifu l p i l l ar less roof­
l i nes .  They were avai l ab le  wi th  e i ther convent i o n al 
strai g h t  s ide mol d i ngs  or  w i th  sweep-spear t r i m .  The 
l atte r  q u ick ly  bec ame another  B u i c k  trademar k .  

With t h e  emphas i s m a i n l y  on styl i n g ,  t h e  '49 B u icks  
were much the same mec h an ica l l y  as  the  ear l ie r  post­
w ar mode ls .  The Spec i al ' s  horsepower rem a ined at 1 1 0  
bhp ,  the Super 's at 1 1 5 .  Su pers equ i pped w i th Dyn af low 
a lso got h i g her  6 .9 : 1  com pression heads for an output  
of 1 20 bhp .  The Roadm aster h ad been rai sed to 1 50 bh p 
i n  1 948 , and i t  con t i nued i n  that form w i th Dyn aflow 
Drive stand ard .  Bod ies remai ned u n altered for the most 
part .  The woody wagon w as reworked to f i t  the new 
styl i n g .  A l thou g h  the resu l t  was very pleasi n g ,  the 
w agon so ld in sm al l n u m bers.  

Thanks to the 1 942 redesi g n ,  B u ick  emerged from the 
war in  f i ne  fett le .  Wh i le near ly al l manufactu rers were 
forced to stay w i th the i r  prewar des ig ns ,  Fl i n t ' s  styl i n g  
was tech n ical ly o n ly o n e  year o l d  i n  1 945 and sti l l  fai r ly  
fresh . Packard ,  by contrast,  w as left w i th a two-year-o ld  
des i g n  i n  i ts very h andsome C l i pper , and fe l t  o b l i ged to 
u n dertake a severe facel i ft by 1 948 . B u i c k  was able to 
stretch out  its '42 too l i n g  th rou g h  the 1 949 Spec i al­
and come back  wi th  a brand-new model for 1 950.  One 
year m akes a d i fference. 

Three d i fferent  sty l i n g  per iods, a 50th ann iversary, 
and the advent of V8 e n g i nes m arked B u i c k  h i story i n  
the '50s.  Throug hout  the decade ,  B u icks were b i g ,  
powerfu l ,  and somet i mes g ar ish cars. They reflected 
what cou ld  be considered as either the best contempo­
rary t h i n k i n g-or the worst deprav i ty of those g l ittery 
years before the advent of compacts, po l l u t ion  contro ls ,  
and  safety reg u l at ions .  B u icks of the '50s were very d i f­
ferent from the d iv i s ion ' s  present-d ay c ars .  Yet both 
generat ions  share a trad i t ion  of q u al i ty, h i g h  perfor­
m ance i n  the i r  c l ass, and p rod uct l i nes carefu l ly or­
chestrated to f i t  the t i mes and the m arket . 

The 1 949 resty l i n g  adopted by al l G eneral  Motors 
l i nes resu lted i n  the lowest , s leekest B u icks i n  h i story. 
B ut there was more to come in 1 950.  I f  '49 had been the 
Year of the Portho le ,  1 950 was the Year of the Sweep­
spear .  Throug h 1 953,  the l i ne u p  comprised the Spec i al ,  
Super ,  and Road m aster ser ies.  The Spec i al was s leek ly  
sty led and compet i t ively pr i ced , des ig ned to catch 
th i rd-p l ace P lymouth i n  the p roduct ion race. Yet i t  be­
g an the decade as a rather u t i l i tar i an ser ies .  Att ract ive,  
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1 950 Roadmaster four-door sedan 

1 950 Su per R i v iera hardtop coupe 

1 95 1  Super Del u xe two-door sedan 

1 95 1  Spec ia l  sport coupe 

LeSabre show car of 1 95 1  
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sporty hardtops and convert i  b l es were added l ater .  The 
p ioneer i ng  two-door R i v iera h ardtop of 1 949 cont i n ued 
in Super and Road master t r i m ,  and was extended to the 
Spec i a l by 1 951 . The R iv iera n ame was a lso app l i ed to a 
very we l l -proport ioned fou r-door sed an i n  the Super 
and Roadmaster ser ies r id i n g  a spec i a l extended 

-' _ _ r 

1 952 Special  R i v iera hardtop cou pe 

1 953 Skylark convert ible coupe 

1 953 Roadmaster four-door sedan 

1 954 Century four-door sedan 
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wheel base . There were also two woody wagon s offered 
w i th wooden body parts made of mahogany and w h i te 
ash . They were b i g ,  expens ive hau lers : the 1 953 Road­
master estate wagon cost $4031 and we i g hed 431 5 
pou nds .  

Fo r a l l  1 950-52 mode ls  and the '53  Spec i al ,  B u i c k 
cont in ued to rely on its ag i ng  but proven valve- i n -head 
stra igh t e igh t .  D isp lacement ,  com press i o n ,  and horse­
power var ied from model to model . The base Spec i a l 
eng i n e  of 1 950 prod uced 1 1 5  bhp ,  or 1 20 bhp wi th  Dy­
n af low automat ic .  Su pers and the 1 95 1 -53 Spec i a l s  of­
fered up  to 1 43 bhp .  Roadm asters used a hefty 320-c id  
vers ion  that pu t  ou t  1 70 bhp at 3800 rpm by  1 952.  

Dyn af low Dr ive (some cal led i t  " Dyna-sl ush" )  h ad 
been i n trodu ced as a stand ard Roadmaster i tem i n  l ate 
1 947 .  It became i n c reasi n g l y  popu l ar on other mode ls  
at aro u nd $200 extra .  I t s  torque converter system de­
pended on i n d uced rotat ion of  a d r ive tu rb ine  th rou g h  
an o i l  bath by a fac i n g  c ran kshaft-d r iven tu rb i ne .  Dyna­
f low was smooth ,  but none too exc i t i n g  i n  performance.  
The Tw i n -Turb i n e  Dyn aflow of 1 953 was more posit ive 
in operat io n .  By the end of the decade,  an even better 
Tr ip le-Tu rb i ne  setup  was offered across the board as a 
$296 opt ion . But  Dyn aflow i n  al l i ts forms cou l d n ' t  de­
l i ver accelerat ion  l i ke Hydra- M at ic ,  and was therefore 
hand icapped i n  an age of horsepower and hot rods .  

Go lden A n n iversary year 1 953 was si g n i f icant .  I t  saw 
the arr ival  of  power steer i n g ,  a 1 2-vo l t  e lectr ica l  system ,  
and a f i ne  new overhead-valve V8 for the Su per and 
Roadmaster .  The en g i ne was an oversqu are des i g n  of 
322 c i d  deve lop i n g  up to 1 88 bhp than ks to an i n dustry­
topp i ng  8 . 5 : 1  compress ion rat io .  

T h at year a lso saw the debut  of the  l i m i ted-ed i t ion  
Sky lark  sports convert i b le ,  a car  for  f l ashy Ho l l ywood 
types and Texas o i l  barons .  B u i c k  made on ly  1 690 of 
them , pr iced at an extraord i n ary $5000 eac h .  M any cus­
tom featu res were stand ard , i n c l u d i n g  wraparound  
w i ndsh ie ld  and  spec i a l bodywork . 

Skyl ark was another of those H ar ley Ear l  styl i n g  proj­
ects for wh ich  G M  h ad long been famou s .  Typ i cal of  
com pany th i n k i n g ,  i t  was desi g n ed for the broadest 
poss ib le  appeal . I n stead of be i n g  a two-seat sports 
car-wh ich  accounted for o n l y  0 .27  percent of  the mar­
ket i n  1 953-it was a l u xu r ious ,  sporty " persona l"  fou r­
seater l i ke Ford ' s  post- 1 957 T h u n derb i rds an d B u i c k ' s  
own R iv iera o f  t h e  '60s. L i ke t h e  s i m i la r  O ldsmob i le F i ­
esta and Cad i l l ac E ldorado ,  the Skyl ark was a l arge 
chopped-and-sect ioned convert ib le .  Fou r  i nc hes were 
removed from wi ndsh ie ld  he igh t ,  and the top was cor­
respond i n g ly lower .  Skyl ark was much c l eaner- look i n g  
than stan d ard Bu icks .  I t  h ad no portho les and n o  
h u bc aps ,  b u t  spo rted t h e  Ke l sey- H ayes c h ro m e  
w i r e w h e e l s  t h at w e r e  c o m i n g  i n t o  f a s h i o n  
t h rou g hout the i ndust ry by 1 953.  

Skyl ark was bac k  ag a in  the fo l l ow i n g  year ,  but the ' 54 
vers ion was much less rad i cal  and so ld  for o n ly $4483. 
I t  arr ived with tac k-on ta i l f i n s  and h uge ,  C h rome- p l ated , 
d i e-cast tai l l i g ht  hous i n g s .  I ts fu l l  c i rcu l ar wheel  cut­
outs approx imated those of the Wi ldcat I I  show car .  B ut 



apparen t ly ,  the '54 Sky lark  was l ess i m p ress ive than the 
'53,  for on ly  836 were so ld  and the mod el  was d i scon­
t i n ued for  1 955.  

B u i c k ' s  show cars of the ' 50s were amon g  the w i l dest 
in the i ndustry .  Led by the X P-300 and the LeSabre of 
1 95 1 , they were ro l l i n g  l aborator i es-test veh i c les for a 
n u m ber of u n i q ue i deas. 

Both the X P-300 an d the LeSabre used an exper i ­
mental  2 1 5-c id a l u m i n u m  V8.  Th is was not a foreru n ner 
of the 2 1 5 V8 of the ear ly '60s, but rather a very spec i al 
job ,  exact ly sq uare with 3 .25- i n c h  bore-and -stroke d i ­
mens ions .  I t  boasted a 1 0 : 1  com press ion rat io  and  over 
300 b h p .  I n d uct ion was boosted by a Roots-type su per­
c h arger .  A l l t h i s  meant a com bi nat ion of methano l  and 
g aso l i n e h ad to be used for fu el . 

Sty l i n g  on these two showpieces was rad i ca l . On a 
1 1 6- i nch wheel base, LeSabre sported the wraparound  
w i ndsh ie ld  and  " Dag mar" bu mpers that wou l d  be  fea­
tu red on prod u ct ion mode ls  a few years l ater . The 
X P-300 sat on a 1 1 5- i nch-wheel base chassi s and fea­
tu red a concave g r i l l e and mesh-backed head l amp n a­
ce l l es that wou l d be seen on the '54s.  

Meanw h i le ,  B u i c k  produ ct ion was push i n g  relent­
less ly  toward the i ndustry ' s  n u m ber-th ree spot .  The d i ­
v i s i o n  broke a n  al l -t ime record i n  calendar year 1 950 wi th  
more than 550,000 cars .  Fl i n t b u i l t 531  , 000 u n i ts i n  1 954 , 
and fou nd i tse l f  trai l i ng  on ly  Chevro let and Ford-a po­
s i t ion i t  h ad not he ld  si nce 1 930 . I n  1 955,  output h i t  
78 1 ,000 , another record and near ly 50 percent h i g her 
t han the prev ious best f i g u re .  Th i s  success was based 
l arge ly on the Spec i a l ,  wh ich  h ad become one of  the i n ­
dustry ' s  best se l lers .  

Spec i a l sales beg an to take off with the arr ival  of a 
264-c i d  V8 i n  1 954 . I n  the i n d ustry's banner  year of 
1 955,  Spec i a l s  were everywhere.  Over 380 ,000 were 
made,  i n c l u d i n g  1 55 ,000 R iv iera  two-door h ardtops, the 
s i n g l e  most popu l ar model of  the day.  The ent i re B u i c k  
l i ne h ad been resty led i n  1 954, w i t h  a longer ,  squ arer 
body sty le  and wraparound  w i ndsh i e l d .  That on ly  
he lped keep sa les boom i n g .  

Bu i c ks became rea l l y  fast c ars i n  1 954 , too . T h e  Cen ­
tu ry series reappeared wi th  a 1 95- bhp V8 i n  the 
smal ler ,  l i g hter Spec i a l bodyshel l .  I t  i m med i ate ly  be­
c ame the " hot" B u i c k .  

Fou r-door and two-door R iv i eras jo i ned t h e  Spec i a l 
and Centu ry ser ies i n  1 955 ,  fo l lowed by Super and 
Road m aster vers ions in  1 956 . The rest of the i ndust ry 
h ad to p lay catch-up  w h i l e  B u i c k  dealers enj oyed u n­
precedented success. 

The m i l d  1 956 face l i ft le ft the l i ne rel at ive ly u n­
c h anged ,  and the cars d i dn ' t  se l l  as wel l as the year be­
fore. The d iv i s ion  added model year des i g n at ion  to ex­
ter ior  n amepl ates beg i n n i n g  in '56 .  T h i s  pract i ce was 
l ater abandoned after customers com p l ai ned i t  made 
l ast year 's  model obso lete even sooner than w i thout i t .  
Wi th  the horsepower race in  fu l l  swi n g ,  the '56s were 
the most powerfu l B u i cks yet. The Spec i al de l ivered 
220 bhp ,  the rest of the l i ne  h ad 255. A '56 Centu ry 
cou ld leap from 0 to 60 mph i n  1 0 . 5  seconds and top 1 1 0 
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mph-and every model  I n  the l i n e cou ld  do at least 
1 00 mph . 

The l i ne was fu l l y resty led ag a in  i n  1 957 .  Ed Rags­
da le ,  B u i c k ' s  general  manager ,  never sai d how much 
the  retoo l i n g  had cost , bu t  i t  m u st h ave run  several h u n­
d red m i l l i on . Yet , desp i te the most sweepi ng  alterat ions  
s ince 1 949 , the  '57s  d i d n ' t  se l l  part icu l ar ly  we l l ,  pos­
s ib l y  bec ause Bu ick ' s  r iva ls  were press i n g  h ard . At 

1 955 Centu ry con verti b le coupe 

Centu r ion show car of 1 956 

1 956 R oad master R iv iera hardtop sedan 

1 956 Special fou r-door sedan 

29 



Buick 
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1 958 L im i ted hardtop coupe 

1 959 E lectra 225 converti ble 

1 959 LeSabre hardtop sedan 
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Chrysler ,  V i rg i l  Exner 's  tai l f i n ned " Forw ard Look "  had 
been i n trod uced . H i g h l and Park was sel l i n g  a l most as 
many 1 956 cars as i t  had sold i n  1 955,  and P lymouth 
was forg i ng  i ts way back i n to t h i rd p lace .  But  the ' 57 
B u icks  were c lean ,  we l l -sty led automob i l es .  M odel  ad­
d i t ions were few but i nterest i n g : the fou r-door hardtop 
Cabal l ero stat ion wagon in the Century and Spec i al 
ser ies ,  and a Ser ies 75 Road m aster based on the Series 
70,  offer ing  every poss ib le  accessory except air  cond i ­
t ion i n g  as  stand ard .  Ser ies 75s came w i th Dynaf low , 
power steer i n g ,  power brakes, f lex i b le-spoke steer i n g  
whee l ,  d u al exhausts ,  automat ic  w i ndsh ie ld  washers 
and w i de-an g le w i pers,  bac k u p  l i g hts, c lock ,  spec i al 
i n ter ior  w i th deep-p i le  carpet i n g ,  and a host of other 
featu res . Tho u g h  1 957 was a good year fo r B u i c k ,  i t  was 
even better for P lymouth ,  wh ich  knocked F l i n t  out  of 
th i rd p l ace for the fi rst t ime in th ree years. 

I n  those days , the answer to sa les prob lems was to 
p i l e  on more ch rome.  Thus ,  the u g l iest B u i cks  in h i story 
mater ia l i zed for 1 958. From a monstrou s g r i l l e that con­
tai ned 1 60 ch rome squ ares w i th i n  a huge she l l ,  to h ast­
i l y contr ived ch rome-d raped tai l f i n s ,  it w as a g h ast l y  
loo k i n g  mac h i ne(and the  rev ived L im i ted series i n  par­
t ic u l ar) . I t  d i d n ' t  sel l ,  but the '58 recession was probab ly  
more to  b l ame than the awfu l styl i n g .  B u i c k  prod uct ion 
d ropped to 240 ,000 u n i ts ,  and the d iv is ion s l i pped be­
h i nd O ldsmob i l e  to f i fth p l ace.  A i r  suspension was of­
fered , but  se l dom ordered . A l together ,  ' 58 was a very 
bad year. 

So was 1 959 . But wh i le the '58 des ign  had been taste­
less,  the '59 went the other way i n  a peak year for Bu i c k  
styl i n g .  Tho u g h  dom i n ated b y  the  now-o m n i present 
tai l f i n ,  the new desi g n  was at least smooth , c lean , and 
fai r ly  d i g n i f ied (the g ri l l e had fewer ch rome squ ares , 
too ) .  B u ic k  now shared the corporate A-body w i th  other 
GM l i nes,  but  i t  wasn ' t  obv ious .  Gone were the trad i ­
t i ona l  model n ames:  t he  Spec ia l  was ren amed LeSabre, 
the Centu ry became I nv icta,  the Su per and Road m aster 
were du bbed E lectra and E lectra 225.  At the bottom 
end ,  LeSabre and I nvi cta retai ned the o ld  Spec i al /Cen­
tury body sty les .  The hardtop wagon , wh i ch h ad n 't so l d  
wel l ,  was d ropped . The two E lectras were pr i ced down 
q u i te a b i t  from 1 958,  and rode s l i g ht ly  shorter wheel­
bases. B u i ck  was cal led 1 959 ' s  most chan ged car ,  and 
the c h ange  was for the better .  

There were some new mec h an ica l  deve lopments that 
year: a 401 -c id  V8 wi th  325 bhp  was offered for the u p­
per th ree mode l s ,  a 364 V8 for the LeSabre. Power 
brakes and steer i n g  were standard on E lectras, a $ 1 50 
opt ion for the other series.  A i r  cond i t ion i n g  was a $430 
extra. A i r  su spen s ion ,  for the rear on ly ,  was sti l l  not  
popu l ar .  

S i g n i f icant ly ,  Bu ick  dealers were sel l i n g  more Ope ls  
i n  1 959 than  ever before. The captive G erman i m port 
aSSi g n ed to B u i c k  i n  1 958 g rabbed an i ncreas i n g  n um­
ber  of  customers as  peop le  saw pen al t ies i n  overs ize,  
overwe ight automobi les .  But  B u i c k  D iv is ion was a l ­
ready p lan n i ng i ts own compact ,  the 1 961  Spec i al /Sky­
l ark ,  and its star wou ld  r i se agai n .  



1 960 LeSabre fou r-door sedan 

1 961  Special fou r-door sedan 

1 96 1  LeSabre hardtop sedan 

For B u i c k ,  the 1 960s were very successfu l years .  The 
d iv i s ion  bu i l t about 250,000 c ars in 1 960 , ran k i n g  n i nth 
in the i n d u st ry .  For the 1 969 model  year B u i c k  bu i l t 
more than 665 ,000 u n i ts ,  an d enjoyed a t i g ht ho ld  on 
f i fth p l ace.  The i m provement was due  i n  part to the de­
but  of the Spec i a l and Skyl ark , and i n  part to i ncreased 
prod u ct ion  of the l arger mode ls .  For ex ample ,  some 
56,000 E lectras c ame off the l i nes in 1 960 ; near ly 
1 59 ,000 in 1 969 . LeSabre prod u ct ion  was about  1 52 ,000 
u n i ts i n  1 960 , and near ly  1 98 , 000 i n  '69 .  The Wi l dcat ,  
wh ich  rep l aced the I nv icta i n  1 964 , beg an at  the 35,000 
level but  al most dou b led that fi g u re by 1 969 . 

The 1 961  Spec i a l was one of the " second-wave" G M  
compacts-the B u ick-Oldsmobi le-Pont i ac cars that fol­
l owed the 1 960 Chevro let Corvai r .  The Spec i a l ' s  fi rst 
en g i ne  was a 2 1 5-c i d  a l u m i n um-b loc k  V8 that w as l i g ht ,  
smooth-ru n n i n g ,  effic ient ,  and econom ica l . T h i s  q u iet ,  
powerfu l en g i ne wou ld  have a long l i fe .  After GM so ld  
manufactu r i ng  r i g hts to B r i t i sh Ley l an d ,  i t  went on i n  
mod i fi ed form t o  power Rover sed ans i n  the l ate '60s 
th rou g h  the 1 976 3500 sed an and V8 Land-Rover of 
1 980.  

To p rof i t  from the sporty-car market p ioneered i n  
1 960 by the Corvai r Monza ,  B u i c k  i ntrod uced the 
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1 962 Spec ia l  Del u xe conve rti ble coupe 

2 

1 962 E l ectra 225 hardtop coupe 

1 963 Wi l dcat hardtop sedan 

m i d - 1 961  Spec i al De l u xe Sky lark .  Th i s  cou pe had 
bucket seats, d e l u xe t r i m ,  v i ny l -covered roof, and a 
1 85-bhp vers ion  of the al u m i n u m  V8.  M o re than 1 2 ,000 
were so ld before the end of the model  year. I n  1 962,  
B u i c k  i n trod u ced a Skyl ark convert i b le  and an qptiona l  
Borg-Warner fou r-speed transmi ssion-and w atched 
sales i n c rease to more than 42 ,000 . 

I n  the ear ly part of the decade ,  the b i g  B u i c ks 
changed d ramat i cal l y .  The 1 960 LeSabre, I nv i cta, E lec­
tra, and E lectra 225--sedans ,  stat ion wagons ,  two-door 
and fou r-door hardtops, and convert ib les-were heavy 
i ron objects of d ub ious styl i n g  mer i t ,  bas ica l l y  face­
l i fted '59s. The i r  1 96 1  rep l acements had shorter whee l ­
bases, we i g hed 1 00 to  200 pou nds  less,  and  looked 
much c leaner .  I n  1 962 , the Wi ldcat appeared as a spe­
c i alty model based on the I nv i cta .  I t  was a two-to n ,  1 23-
i n ch-wheel base l u x u ry hardtop pr iced at near ly  $4000, 
eq u i pped wi th  buc ket seats,  v i ny l  roof, and d i st i n ct ive 
exter ior  tr i m .  I t  was we l l  received and retu rned for 1 963 .  
Fewer t h at 3 1 ,500 Inv i ctas were sold th at year .  From 
1 964 on , W i l dcat was B u i c k ' s  m idd le  fu l l -s i ze ser ies .  

Prod u ct ion of the top-of-the- l i n e  E lectra stead i ly i n ­
creased th rou g hout t h e  '60s. B u i c k  offered two E lectras 
in '61 -the basic mode l ,  an d the lon ger ,  more l u xu r ious 
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1 963 R iv iera hardtop cou pe 

1 964 Wi ldcat hardtop coupe 

1 964 R i v iera hardtop coupe 

1 965 LeSabre Custom hardtop coupe 
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E lectra 225 (n amed for i ts overal l length ) .  In 1 962, the 
base model was d ropped , and al l E lectras became 
"225s" ; the d iv is ion  then concentrated on fewer offer­
i n g s .  E lectras were powered by B u i c k ' s  l argest eng i ne ,  
the 40 1 -c id  V8 .  I ts  output  was 325 bhp at 4400 rpm for 
1 960-63. 

Du r i ng  these years,  B u i c k  styl  ing was h ard ly  excep­
t iona l . But the 1 963 R iv iera ,  a persona l - l u x u ry sports 
coupe,  changed the d iv is ion ' s  stod gy image al most 
overn i g ht .  M any people fe l t  that B i l l  M i tche l l ,  ch ief of 
G M  sty l i n g ,  had created one of the best automotive 
sh apes of al l  t ime .  

The R iv iera 's or i g i ns can  be  fou n d  i n  M i tchel l ' s proj ­
ect to rev ive the LaSal le ,  Cad i l l ac 's  low-pr i ced cous i n ,  
w h i c h  had d i sappeared after 1 940.  Nu merou s render­
i n gs  and c l ay models had been completed-notably,  an 
exper i mental  convert ib le  shown at the 1 955 M otoram a 
featu r i n g  a LaSal le-type gr i l l e .  Desi g ned by B u ic k  sty l ­
ist Ned N ick les ,  i t  was n amed LaSal l e  I I .  A l thou g h  i t  
never went i nto prod uct io n ,  i t  encou raged G M  to  b u i l d  
a " person a l - l u x u ry" competitor to Ford ' s  Thu nderb i rd . 
U l t imately ,  man agement tapped B u i ck  to des i g n  and 
bu i l d  i t .  Cad i l l ac d i dn ' t  have the fac i l i t ies ,  Chevro let 
was enj oyi n g  record sales, and O ldsmo b i l e  an d Pont iac 
were occup ied w i th other th i n g s. B u i c k  sales needed a 
shot i n  the arm , thou g h .  The n ame R iv iera was a n at­
u ra l ,  hav i n g  been assoc i ated w i th the make s i nce 1 949.  

The R iv iera borrowed some of i ts desi g n  featu res 
from var ious  sou rces. For example ,  En g l i sh custom 
coachwork i n sp i red i ts razor-edg ed body sty l i n g .  But  
the f i n i shed prod uct was handsome and i nd iv i d u al .  The 
f i n al c l ay model was approved by ear ly 1 961 , and a p ro­
d uct ion ru n of 40 , 000 was sched u l ed for the 1 963 model  
year. R i d i n g  a 1 1 7 - inch wheel base, R iv i era was about 
1 4  i nches shorter than other B u i cks .  The 325-bhp 401 
V8 was stand ard in i ts debut year. A 425-c id  powerp l ant 
w i th up to 360 bhp was a 1 964 option . Tran sm i ss ion  was 
two-speed Turb ine  Dr ive i n  '63 ;  th ree-speed Twi n -T u r­
b i ne Hydra-Mat ic  was used from 1 964 on . 

The R iv iera 's  hand l i n g w as we l l  up  to i ts perfor­
m ance .  Stan d i n g  q u arter-m i  Ie  t i me was 1 6  seconds at 
85 mph w i th the stand ard V8 ; 1 5 . 5  seconds and 90-p lus  
mph w i th the  360-bhp eng i ne .  

I n  1 964 , B u ic k ' s  compact l i ne was restyled and en­
l arged . Wheel bases went  u p  to  1 1 5  i nches for  sedans ,  
1 20 i n ches for stat ion  wagons .  There were new en­
g i nes,  too : a 225-c i d  V6 wi th  1 55 bhp and a 300-c i d  VB 
w i th 2 1 0  bhp .  The p l u sh Skyl ark w as now cons idered 
part of the Spec i al ser ies ,  thou g h  i t  is l i sted i nd iv idua l l y  
i n  ou r  model year produ ct ion  ch arts .  People l i ked the  
l u x u ry i t  offered . By 1 964, Skyl ark was rapid l y  becom­
ing  B u i c k ' s  most pop u l ar comp�ct .  The p rodu ct ion  
rat io of Sky larks to Spec i al s  was about  9 to  1 0  in  1 964 . 
From 1 965 o n ,  Skyl ark pu l led away .  By 1 969, B u i c k  was 
bu i ld i n g  near ly f ive Skyl arks to every one Spec i al . 

The l arge B u icks-LeSabre, Wi ldcat ,  and Electra­
were lengthened for 1 964, a l thou g h  there was no  
change  i n  whee l base . The  LeSabre's  stand ard eng i n e  
became a 300-c i d  VB . W i ldcats were t h e  h o t  rods o f  the 



fam i ly ,  s i nce they car r ied the 40 1 -c id  E l ectra eng i n e  i n  
the l i g h ter , shorter LeSabre chass i s .  A s  such ,  the Wi ld ­
cat was Bu ick ' s  performance model , much l i ke the  
Centu ry had been i n  the '50s .  R iv ie ra, meanwh i le ,  re­
mai ned bas ical ly  u n c han ged , thou g h  a 425-c id  V8 was 
added to the opt ion  l i st .  

I n  the f i rst ha l f of the decade, B u i c k  prod uct ion  rose 
by 50 percent ,  the d iv i s ion  c l i m b i n g  from n i nth to f i fth 
p lace .  And i n stead of a l i m i ted l i neup of l arge cars 
pr i ced j u st be low Cad i l l ac ,  B u i c k  offered fu l l -s i ze and 
i n termed i ate mode ls , p l u s  the u n i q ue R iv iera .  R iv iera 
sa les cons istent ly  ran at 35 ,000 to 40,000 u n i ts a year. I n  
1 965, R iv iera 's  head l i g h ts were h idden beh i n d  the 
g r i l l e ,  and the tai l l i g hts were i n teg rated wi th  the rear 
bumper .  

The year 1 965 was s i g n i f i c ant  i n  oth er ways, too . 
Nu merous t r im and model  var iat ions  were offered so 
the buyer cou l d custom-bu i l d  h i s  B u i c k .  There were 
stan dard,  Del uxe ,  and Sky lark  vers ions of the compact 
Spec i a l ,  w i th  V6 or V8 e n g i nes ,  pr i ced from about  $2350 
to $3000 ; and  V8 Spec i a l Spor tw a g o n s  i n  t h e  
$3000-$3200 ran g e .  The Wi l dcat was offered w i t h  stan­
d ard,  de l u xe,  and Custom t r i m packages as a sed an , 
h ardtop sed an , and coupe, and as a de l uxe and Custom 
convert i b le .  LeSabres and E lectra 225s came in stan­
d ard and C u stom vers ions .  The most expensive B u i c k  
was the E lectra 225 C u stom convert i b le ,  pr i ced at 
$4440.  LeSabres were f i tted w i th  the 300-c id  V8 ;  Wi l d­
cats and E lectras h ad the b ig  401 . 

An i m portant performan ce opti on  for '65 was the 
G ran Sport package  for R iv i era and Skyl ark .  G ran 
Sports were equ i pped w i th  $250 worth of roadab i l i ty i m­
p rovements .  F i tted wi th  ove rsize t i res, Super-Turb ine  
300 automat i c  t ransm iss ion , and  the  Wi ldcat 401  en­
g i ne ,  the  Skyl ark G ran Sport was every i nch a g rand 
tou r i n g  car .  The R iv iera vers ion  w as ,  of cou rse, even 
g rander .  Us i ng  the 425-c id  e n g i ne ,  i t  cou ld reach 1 25 
mph o n  the strai gh t .  Motor Trend m ag az i n e  pronounced 
it superb i n  every categ ory:  " I t goes and hand les better 
than before,  and that 's  q u i te an i m p rovement . "  

There were many chan g es for the 1 966-67 R iv ie ra .  A l ­
thou g h  the c r i sp ,  razor-ed ged body was now m uch 
more massive, i t  rode a wheel base on ly  two i nches 
lon ger  than that of the 1 965 mode l .  The second-g enera­
t ion  model ' s  smooth sheetmetal , c lean h i dden -head­
l i g ht g r i l le ,  an d l arge w i ndows melded to c reate an i m ­
p ressive effect .  Yet i t  s o l d  f o r  on ly  about $4400-an 
amou n t  that seems u n be l i evab ly  low tod ay . 

R iv iera was B u ick 's  ma in  news i n  '66 because the 
rest of the l i ne was most ly  a c arryover .  M odest face l i fts 
of g r i l les ,  s ide  t r im ,  and tai l l i g hts were the o n l y  altera­
t ions  ag a in  i n  '67. R iv iera got a n ew g r i l l e w i th  a hor i ­
zonta l  c rossbar and red esi g n ed park i n g  l i g hts .  Spe­
c i als  and Skyl arks ,  wh ich  cont i n ued wi th  the 225 V6 or  
the 300 V8 ,  were d i st i n g u i shed by  d i fferent g r i l les .  

For 1 967, B u i c k  i n trod uced one of i ts  l argest e n g i n es 
ever :  the 430-c id  V8 standard on  Wi ldcat ,  E lectra,  and 
R iv iera .  I t  had n o  more horsepower than prev i ous  en­
g i nes ,  but  i t  ran more smooth ly  and q u iet ly .  A l so new 
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Riv iera S i l ver A r row show ca r of 1 965 

1 966 E l ectra 225 ha rdtop coupe 

1 966 Specia l  Deluxe fou r-doo r sedan 

1 967 R i v i e ra GS hardtop coupe 

1 967 Special  De l uxe fou r-door sedan 
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1 968 LeSabre converti ble 

1 968 Skyl ark Custom hardtop sedan 

was a 400-c i d  cast- i ron V8 for the Spec i al /Skyl ark chas­
s i s .  Th i s  powerpl ant appeared i n  a sporty ser ies w i th  
bucket seats dubbed GS400 , offered as a convert i b le ,  
hardtop, or  p i l l ared coupe .  An i dent ica l  hardtop w i th 
the 340 eng i n e  appeared as the G S340 . Sales were ex­
ce l lent .  Model year prod uct ion  came to over 560 ,000 

1 969 Sportwagon fou r-door station wagon 

1 969 Wi ldcat Custom hardtop coupe 
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1 968 E lectra 225 hardtop coupe 
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1 969 R i v iera hard top coupe 

u n i ts ,  and the d i v i sion  ran ked f i fth i n  the i n d u stry. 
In 1 968 , Skyl ark dom i n ated sales among  the " smal l "  

B u i c ks,  a l thou g h  by then i t  had g rown from compact to 
i n termed i ate s i ze .  A record n u m ber were bu i l t for the 
model  year . The j u n ior  ed i t ions  used th ree d i fferent 
wheel bases :  1 1 2  i nches for Spec i a l and Skyl ark two-

1 969 GS400 hardtop coupe 

1 969 E l ectra 225 hardtop coupe 



doors, 116 inches for four-doors and Special Deluxe 
station wagons, and 121 inches for Sportwagons. 
Again, a group of Gran Sport models was fielded. They 
were the GS350 hardtop, and the GS400 hardtop and 
convertible. The V6 gave way to a 250-cid Chevy six, but 
compression was lowered to meet emissions require­
ments. There was a new 350-cid V8 with 280 bhp for the 
GS350. It also powered LeSabres, which rode the 
wheelbase length they'd had in 1960. The 430 was still 
reserved for Wildcat, Electra, and Riviera. 

Buick's restyling for its 1968 big cars included new 
divided grilles , altered rear bumpers, and concealed 
windshield wipers. Skylarks and Specials were given a 
down-sloped side contour line and new grilles. The Rivi­
era got a much heavier divided grille and was not quite 
as clean-looking as it had been in 1966-67. The senior 
cars featured bodyside moldings somewhat reminis­
cent of the old sweep-spear of the '50s. Many Buicks 
kept with tradition in another way-stylized "venti­
ports," a design trademark dating from the '40s. 

No engine changes were made for the record-break­
ing 1969 model year when Buick produced more than 
665,000 cars-its highest output for any year in the 
60's . The Electra 225, Wildcat, and LeSabre were given 
new bodies with ventless side glass and busier grilles. 
Gran Sports and Sportwagons, meanwhile, were all but 
separate models now. GS350 and GS400 hardtops and 
convertibles, plus Sportwagons with two or three bench 
seats, were offered as in 1968. LeSabres remained 
structurally unchanged, but the Wildcat was switched 

1 970 Estate Wagon four-door station wagon 

1 970 GS455 h ardtop coupe 

Buick 

back from the Electra chassis to the LeSabre's, and 
handling was improved. 

With this hot-selling lineup, Buick stood pat for 1970. 
Skylark, Sportwagon, Gran Sports, Wildcat, Electra 
225, and the inevitable Riviera were continued. A new 
model designation was the Estate Wagon, actually a 
pair of upper-class haulers designed to do battle with 
the likes of the Chrysler Town & Country. The full-size 
line received new grilles, bumpers, and lights. Interme­
diates were restyled with a longer hood, shorter deck, 
and different grilles for each series. The '70 Riviera had 
a thin-line vertical-bar grille extending below the 
bumper. The big hardtop also reverted to exposed 
headlamps and adopted a longer hood and wider rear 
window than in 1969. Altered bumpers completed the 
package. 

Mechanical ly, the big news in 1970 was an enormous 
455 V8, the largest ever, which gulped premium gas at 
the rate of 12 mpg and was offered with compression 
ratios of at least 10 :1. The last mammoth V8 Buick 
would build, the 455 was available in three versions 
with up to 370 bhp. In one of these guises it was stan­
dard on the GS and LeSabre 455, Riviera, Electra 225, 
Wi Idcat, and both Estate wagons. 

Buicks of the '60s and 1970 were remarkably consis­
tent from year to year in both design and engineering. 
The division never needed sensational engineering or 
styling breakthroughs (other than the Riviera) to main­
tain its sales position-a tribute to the sound design 
and value of its cars. 

1 970 R iv iera hardtop coupe 

1 970 Wi ldcat Custom convert ible  
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B u ick Specifications 
Series 60 Century (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 

6 1  sdn 4d 4,025 1 ,288 1 5, 1 36 

1 940 
66 bus cpe 3,870 1 , 1 95 222 
66S sedanet 3 ,920 1 ,24 1 5 ,547 

Series 40 Special (wb 1 21 .0) Wght Price Prod Series 70 Roadmaster (wb 1 28.0) 
4 1  sdn 4d 3,660 996 68 ,81 6  7 1  sdn 4d 4,0 1 0  1 ,364 1 0,553 
4 1 C  spt phtn 3,755 1 ,355 597 7 1 C  cony phtn 4,469 1 , 775 326 
4 1 T  taxi 3 ,700 1 ,000 48 76C cony cpe 4,045 1 ,457 1 ,869 
46 bus cpe 3,505 895 1 2 ,382 76S spt cpe 3,920 1 ,282 2,834 
46C cony cpe 3,665 1 ,077 3 ,763 

Series 90 Limited (wb 1 39.0) 46S spt cpe 3,540 950 8,401 
48 sdn 2d 3,605 955 20,768 90 sdn 4d , 8P, A/S 4,680 2,360 906 
Series 50 Super (wb 1 21 .0) 90l l imo 8P, A/S 4,760 2,465 669 

9 1  sdn 4d 4,575 2, 1 55 1 ,231 
5 1  sdn 4d 3,790 1 , 1 09 97,226 9 1 F form sdn, A/S 4,665 2,3 1 0  296 
5 1 C  spt phtn 3,895 1 ,549 534 
56C cony cpe 3,785 1 ,2 1 1 4,804 1 94 1  Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

56S spt cpe 3,735 1 ,058 26,462 l8, 248.0 3 .09 x 4 . 1 3  1 1 5 S-40A, 40 exc SE 
59 wgn 4d 3,870 1 ,242 501 l8, 248.0 3 .09 x 4 . 1 3  1 25 S-50, 4 1  SE,  46SSE 
Series 60 Century (wb 1 26.0) l8 , 320.2 3 .44 x 4.3 1  1 65 S-60, 70, 90 
6 1  sdn 4d 3,935 1 ,2 1 0  8,708 1 942 6 1 C  spt phtn 4,050 1 ,620 203 
66 bus cpe 3,800 1 , 1 28 44 Series 40A Special (wb 1 1 8.0) Wght Price Prod 
66C cony cpe 3 ,91 5 1 ,343 550 44 uti l  cpe 3,5 1 0  990 461 66S spt cpe 3,765 1 , 1 75 96 44C cony cpe 3,790 1 ,260 1 ,788 
Series 70 Roadmaster (wb 1 26.0) 47 sdn 4d 3,650 1 ,080 1 ,652 
7 1  sdn 4d 4,045 1 ,359 1 3,733 48 bus sedanet 3,555 1 ,0 1 0 559 
7 1 C  spt phtn 4, 1 95 1 ,768 238 48S fam sedanet 3,61 0  1 ,045 5,990 
76C cony cpe 4,055 1 ,43 1 6 1 2  Series 40B Special (wb 1 21 .0} 
76S spt cpe 3,990 1 ,277 3,972 4 1  sdn 4d 3,760 1 , 1 20 1 7,397 
Series 80 Limited (wb 1 33.0) 4 1 SE sdn 4d 3,785 1 ,200 2,288 
80C Streamlined spt phtn 4,540 1 ,952 7 46 bus sedanet 3,650 1 ,020 1 ,408 

46S fam sedanet 3,705 1 ,075 1 1 ,856 8 1  sdn 4d 4,440 1 ,553 3,898 46SSE fam sedanet 3,725 1 , 1 30 1 ,809 8 1 C  T/B spt phtn 4,540 1 ,952 250 49 wgn 4d 3,925 1 ,450 327 8 1 F T/B form sdn 4,455 1 ,727 270 
87 Streamlined spt sdn 4d 4,380 1 ,553 1 4  Series 50 Super (wb 1 24.0) 
87F Streamlined form sdn 4,455 1 ,727 7 5 1  sdn 4d 3,890 1 ,280 1 6,265 
Series 90 Limited (wb 1 40.0) 56C cony cpe 4,025 1 ,450 2,489 
90 sdn 4d , 8P, A/S 4,645 2,096 828 56S sedanet 3 ,800 1 ,230 1 4,629 
90l limo 8P, A/S 4,705 2, 1 99 634 Series 60 Century (wb 1 26.0) 
9 1  sdn 4d 4,590 1 ,942 4 1 8  6 1  sdn 4d 4,065 1 ,350 3,3 1 9  
1 940 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 66S sedanet 3,985 1 ,300 1 ,232 
l8, 248 .0 3 .09 x 4. 1 3  1 07 SAO, 50 Series 70 Roadmaster (wb 1 29.0) 
l8, 320.2 3 .44 x 4.3 1  1 41 S-60, 80, 90 7 1  sdn 4d 4, 1 50 1 ,465 5 ,4 1 8  

76C cony cpe 4,300 1 ,675 5 1 1 
1 941 76S sedanet 4,075 1 ,395 2 ,475 
Series 40 Special (wb 1 21 .0) Wght Price Prod Series 90 Limited (wb 1 39.0) 

4 1  sdn 4d 3,730 1 ,052 92,528 90 sdn 4d, 8P, A/S 4 ,71 0 2,445 1 50 
4 1 SE sdn 4d 3,790 1 , 1 34 1 3,402 90l I imo 8P, A/S 4,765 2 ,545 250 
46 bus cpe 3,630 935 9,201 9 1  sdn 4d 4,665 2,245 2 1 5  
46S sedanet 3,700 1 ,006 88, 1 48 9 1 F form sdn 4,695 2,395 85 
46SSE sedanet 3,690 1 ,063 9,6 1 4  1 942 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
49 wgn 4d 3,980 1 ,463 850 l8 , 248.0 3.09 x 4 . 1 3  1 1 0 S-40A, 40B exc SE 
Series 40A Special (wb 1 1 8.0) l8, 248.0 3.09 x 4 . 1 3  1 1 8 S-50, 46SSE, 4 1 SE 
44 bus cpe 3,530 9 1 5 3,261 l8, 320.2 3.44 x 4 .31  1 65 S-60, 70, 90 
44C cony cpe 3,780 1 , 1 38 4,309 
44S spt cpe 3,590 980 5,290 1 946 
47 sdn 4d 3,670 1 ,02 1 1 4 , 1 39 

Series 40 Special ( 1 21 .0) Wght Price Prod 
Series 50 Super (wb 1 2 1 .0) 4 1  sdn 4d 3,720 1 ,580 1 ,650 5 1  sdn 4d 3,770 1 , 1 85 58,638 46S sedanet 3 ,670 1 ,522 1 ,350 5 1 C  cony phtn 4,0 1 4  1 ,555 508 

Series 50 Super (wb 1 24.0) 56 bus cpe 3,620 1 ,03 1 2,452 
56C cony cpe 3,8 1 0  1 ,267 1 2,391 5 1  sdn 4d 3,935 1 ,822 77,724 
56S spt cpe 3,670 1 , 1 1 3  1 9,876 56C cony cpe 4,050 2,046 5,987 
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Wght Price Prod Series 70 Roadmaster (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 

568 sedanet 3,795 1 ,74 1 34,425 7 1  sdn 4d 4,205 2 ,735 55,242 
59 wgn 4d 4, 1 70 2 ,594 748 76C cony cpe 4 ,370 3, 1 50 8,244 
Series 70 Roadmaster (wb 1 29.0) 76R Riv iera htp cpe 4,420 3 ,203 4,343 

768 sedanet 4, 1 1 5  2 ,6 1 8  1 8 ,537 
7 1  sdn 4d 4, 1 65 2 , 1 1 0 20,864 79 wgn 4d 4,490 3,734 653 
76C cony cpe 4,345 2,347 2,587 
768 sedanet 4,095 2 ,01 4 8,292 1 949 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

1 946 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity lB, 24B.0 3 .09 x 4 . 1 3  1 1 0 S-40 
lB, 34B.0 3.09 x 4 . 1 3  1 1 5/ 1 20 S-50 

lB, 24B.0 3 .09 x 4 . 1 3  1 1 0 S-40, 50 lB, 320.2 3.44 x 4 .3 1  1 50 S-70 
lB, 320 .2  3 .44 x 4 .3 1  1 44 S-70 

1 947 
1 950 

, Series 40 Special (wb 1 21 .0)  Wght Price Prod 
r Series 40 Special  (wb 1 21 .5) Wght Price Prod 

4 1  sdn 4d 3,720 1 ,623 1 8,431 
468 sedanet 3 ,760 1 ,6 1 1 1 4,603 4 1  sdn 4d 3,7 1 0  1 ,94 1 1 , 1 4 1 

I 
41 0 Deluxe sdn 3,735 1 ,983 1 4 1 ,396 

Series 50 Super (wb 1 24.0) 43 JIB sdn 4d 3,71 5 1 ,809 58 ,700 
5 1  sdn 4d 3,9 1 0  1 ,929 83,576 430 Deluxe JIB sdn, 4d 3,720 1 ,952 14 ,335 
56C conv cpe 4,050 2 ,333 28,297 46 JIB  cpe 3,61 5 1 ,803 2 ,500 
568 sedanet 3,795 1 ,843 46,9 1 7  460 Deluxe JIB cpe 3,665 1 ,899 76,902 
59 wgn 4d 4, 1 70 2 ,940 2,036 468 JIB sedanet 3,655 1 ,856 42,935 
Series 70 Roadmaster (wb 1 29,0) Series 50 Super (wb 1 21 .5) 

7 1  sdn 4d 4, 1 90 2,232 47, 1 52 5 1  sdn 4d 3,745 2 , 1 39 55,672 
76C conv cpe 4,345 2,651 1 2,074 56C cony cpe 3,965 2,476 1 2 ,259 

i 768 sedanet 4,095 2 , 1 3 1  1 9,2 1 2  56R Riv iera htp cpe 3,790 2 , 1 39 56,030 
79 wgn 4d 4,445 3,249 529 568 JIB sedanet 3,645 2,04 1 1 0,697 
1 947 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

59 wgn 4d 4 , 1 1 5  2,B44 2,480 

lB, 24B.0 3 .09 x 4 . 1 3  1 1 0 S-40, 50 Series 50 Super (wb 1 25.5) 

lB, 320.2 3 .44 x 4 .3 1  1 44 S-70 52 sdn 4d 3,B70 2 ,2 1 2  1 1 4,745 
Series 70 Roadmaster (wb 1 25 .3 ;  72-1 30.3) 

1 948 7 1  sdn 4d 4, 1 35 2 ,633 6,738 
72 R iviera sdn 4d 4,220 2 ,73B 54 ,2 1 2  

Series 40 Special (wb 1 2 1 .0) Wght Price Prod 75R R iviera htp cpe 4 , 1 35 2,633 2 ,300 
4 1  sdn 4d 3,705 1 ,809 1 4,051 76R Riv Deluxe htp cpe 4,245 2 ,854 B,432 
468 sedanet 3,635 1 ,735 1 1 , 1 76 76C conv cpe 4,345 2,981 2 ,964 

768 JIB sedanet 4,025 2 ,528 2,968 
Series 50 Super (wb 1 24.0) 79 wgn 4d 4,470 3,407 420 
5 1  sdn 4d 3,855 2,087 53,447 1 950 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
56C cony cpe 4,020 2,5 1 8  1 9,01 7 

1 1 5/1 20 568 sedanet 3,770 1 ,987 33,8 1 9  lB, 24B.0 3 .09 x 4. 1 3  S-40 
59 wgn 4d 4 , 1 70 3, 1 27 2 ,0 1 8  lB, 263 .3 3 . 1 9 x 4. 1 3  1 24/1 28 S-50 

lB, 320. 2  3 .44 x 4.31  1 52 S-70 
Series 70 Roadmaster (wb 1 29.0) 

7 1  sedan 4d 4, 1 60 2 ,4 1 8  47,569 
76C conv cpe 4,3 1 5  2,837 1 1 ,503 

1 95 1  768 sedanet 4,065 2 ,297 20,649 
79 wgn 4d 4,460 3,433 350 Series 40 Special (wb 1 21 .5) Wght Price Prod 
1 948 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 4 1  sdn 4d 3,605 2 , 1 39 999 
lB, 24B .0 3 .09 x 4. 1 3  1 1 0 S-40 4 1 0 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,680 2 , 1 85 87,848 
lB, 24B.0 3 .09 4 . 1 3  1 1 5 S-50 45R R iviera sdn 2d 3,645 2 ,225 1 6,491 
lB, 320.2 3 .44 x4 .3 1  1 44 S-70 46C conv cpe 3,B30 2 ,561  2,099 

468 spt cpe 3,600 2 ,046 2 ,700 
4BD Deluxe sdn 2d 3 ,61 5 2 , 1 27 54 ,3 1 1 

1 949 Series 50 Super (wb 1 21 .5 ;  52-1 25.5) 
Series 40 Special (wb 1 21 .0) Wght Price Prod 5 1  sdn 4d 3 ,755 2 ,356 1 0,000 
4 1 sdn 4d 3,695 1 ,861 5 ,940 52 Riviera sdn 4d 3,845 2 ,437 92,886 
468 sedanet 3,625 1 , 787 4,687 56C conv cpe 3,965 . 2 ,728 8, 1 1 6 
Series 50 Super (wb 1 21 .0) 

56R Riviera sdn 2d 3 ,765 2 ,356 54,5 1 2  
568 Deluxe sdn 2d 3,685 2 ,248 1 ,500 

5 1  sedan 4d 3,835 2 , 1 57 1 36,423 59 wgn 4d 4 , 1 00 3, 1 33 2 ,2 1 2  
Series 4 0  Special (wb 1 2 1 .0 Series 70 Roadmaster (wb 1 26.3 ; 72R-1 30.3) 

56C conv cpe 3,985 2 ,583 22, 1 1 0  72R R iviera sdn 4d 4,240 3 ,044 48,758 
568 sedanet 3.735 2,059 66,250 76C conv cpe 4,355 3,2B3 2,9 1 1 
59 wgn 4d 4, 1 00 3, 1 7B 1 ,847 76MR Riviera htp cpe 4, 1 85 3,05 1  809 
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Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

76R Rlv htp cpe, hydraulic controls 4,235 3, 1 43 1 2 ,901 56R Riviera htp cpe 4,035 2,626 73,531 
79R wgn 4d 4,470 3,780 679 Series 60 Century (wb 1 22 .0) 
1 951  Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 61  sdn  4d 3,805 2,520 3 1 ,9 1 9 
l8, 263.3 3 . 1 9 x4 . 1 3  1 20/1 28 S-40 66C conv cpe 3,950 2,963 2,790 
l8, 263 .3  3. 1 9 x 4. 1 3  1 24/1 28 S-50 66R R iviera htp cpe 3,795 2,534 45,7 1 0  
l8. 320.2 3.44 x 4 .31  1 52 S-70 69 wgn 4d 3, 975 3,470 1 ,563 

1 952 
Series 70 Roadmaster (wb 1 27.0) 

Series 40 Special (wb 1 21 .5) Wght Price Prod 
72R R iviera sdn 4d 4,250 3,269 26,862 
76C conv cpe 4,355 3,521 20,404 

4 1  sdn 4d 3,650 2,209 1 37 76R R iviera htp cpe 4 ,2 1 5  3,373 3,305 
4 1 0 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,665 2,255 63,346 Series 1 00 Skylark (wb 1 22.0) 
45R Riviera htp cpe 3,665 2,295 2 1 , 1 80 
46C conv cpe 3,850 2,634 600 1 00M conv cpe 4,260 4,483 836 
46S spt cpe 3,605 2 , 1 1 5  2,206 1 954 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
480 sdn 2d 3,620 2 , 1 97 32,684 

1 43/1 50 V8, 264.0 3.63 x 3 .20 S-40 
Series 50 Super (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  52-1 25.5) V8, 322.0 4 .00 x 3.20 1 77 /1 82 S-50 
52 sdn 4d 3,825 2,563 71 ,387 V8, 322.0 4.00 x 3.20 1 95/200 S-60 
56C conv cpe 3,970 2,869 6,904 V8, 322 .0 4.00 x 3.20 200 S-70, 1 00 
56R R iviera htp cpe 3,775 2,478 55,400 1 955 59 wgn 4d 4, 1 05 3,296 1 ,64 1 
Series 70 Roadmaster (wb 1 26.3 ;72R- 1 30.3) 

Series 40 Special (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 

72R sdn 4d 4,285 3,200 32,069 4 1  sdn 4d 3,745 2,291 84, 1 82 
76C conv cpe 4,395 3,453 2,402 43 Riviera htp sdn 3,820 2 ,409 66,409 
76R Riviera hlp cpe 4,235 3,306 1 1 ,387 46C conv cpe 3,825 2 ,590 1 0,009 
79R wgn 4d 4,505 3,977 359 46R R iv iera hlp cpe 3,720 2 ,332 1 55,8 1 8  

48 sdn 2d 3,71 5 2 ,233 61 ,879 
1 952 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 49 wgn 4d 3,940 2 ,974 2,952 
l8, 263 .3 3 . 1 9 x 4 . 1 3  1 20/ 1 28 S-40 Series 50 Super (wb 1 27.0) 
l8, 263 .3  3 . 1 9 x 4 . 1 3  1 24/1 28 S-50 52 sdn 4d l8, 320 .2 3 .44 x 4 .31  1 70 S-70 4, 1 40 2,876 43,280 

56C conv cpe 4,280 3,225 3,527 
1 953 56R R iv iera hlp cpe 4,075 2,831 85,656 
Series 40 Special (wb 1 21 .5) Wght Price Prod Series 60 Century (wb 1 22.0) 

41 0 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,7 1 0  2,255 1 00,3 1 2  6 1  sdn 4d 3,825 2,548 1 3,269 
45R Riviera hlp cpe 3,705 2 ,295 58,780 63 R iv iera hlp sdn 3,900 2,733 55,088 
46C conv cpe 3,81 5 2,553 4,282 66C conv cpe 3,950 2,991 5,588 
480 Deluxe sdn 3,675 2 , 1 97 53,796 66R Riviera hlp cpe 3,805 2,601 80,338 
Series 50 Super (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  52-1 25.5) 

68 sdn 2d 3,795 2,490 270 
69 wgn 4d 3,995 3, 1 75 4,243 

52 R iviera sdn 4d 3,905 2,696 90,685 Series 70 Roadmaster (wb 1 27.0) 56C conv cpe 4,035 3,002 6,701 
56R Riviera htp cpe 3,845 2 ,61 1 9 1 ,298 72 sdn 4d 4,300 3,349 3 1 ,7 1 7  
59 wgn 4d 4, 1 50 3,430 1 ,830 76C conv cpe 4,4 1 5  3,552 4,739 
Series 70 Roadmaster (wb 1 21 .5 ;  72R-1 25.5) 

76R Riviera hlp cpe 4,270 3,453 28,071 

72R R iviera sdn 4d 4, 1 00 3,254 50,523 1 955 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

76C conv cpe 4,250 3,506 3,3 1 8  V8, 264.0 3 .63 x 3.20 1 88 S-40 
76R Riviera hlp cpe 4, 1 25 3,358 22,927 V8, 322.0 4.00 x 3.20 236 S-50, 60, 70 
76X Skylark conv cpe 4,31 5 5,000 1 ,690 1 956 79R wgn 4d 4,3 1 5  4 ,03 1 670 
1 953 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity Series 40 Special (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 

l8, 263 .3 3 . 1 9 x 4 . 1 3  1 25/1 30 SAO 4 1  sdn 4d 3,790 2 ,4 1 6  66,977 
V8, 322.0 4.00 x 3.20 1 64/170 S-50 43 R iviera hlp sdn 3,860 2 ,528 9 1 ,025 
V8, 322.0 4 .00 x 3.20 1 88 S-70 46C conv cpe 3 ,880 2 ,740 9,7 1 2 

1 954 
46R R iviera hlp cpe 3,775 2,457 1 1 3 ,86 1  
48  sdn 2d  3,750 2,357 38,672 

Series 40 Special (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 49 wgn 4d 3,945 2 ,775 1 3,770 

4 1 0 Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,735 2,265 70,356 Series 50 Super (wb 1 27.0) 

46C conv cpe 3,8 1 0  2,563 6, 1 35 52 sdn 4d 4,200 3,250 1 4,940 
46R R iviera htp cpe 3,740 2,305 71 , 1 86 53 R iv iera htp sdn 4,265 3,340 34,029 
480 Deluxe sdn 2d 3,690 2,207 41 ,557 56C conv cpe 4,340 3,544 2,889 
49 Deluxe wgn 4d 3,905 3, 1 63 1 ,650 56R R iv iera hlp cpe 4, 1 40 3,204 29,540 
Series 50 Super (wb 1 27.0) Series 60 Century (wb 1 22.0) 

52 Riviera sdn 4d 4, 1 05 2,71 1 41 ,756 6 1  sdn 4d 3,930 exp 1 
56C conv cpe 4, 1 45 2,964 3,343 63 R iviera hlp sdn 4 ,000 3,025 20,891 
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Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

63D Riviera Deluxe htp sdn 4,000 3,041  35 ,082 63 R iviera htp sdn 4 ,267 3 ,436 1 5, 1 7 1 
66C conv cpe 4,045 3,306 4,721 66C conv cpe 4,302 3,680 2 ,588 
66R R iviera htp cpe 3,890 2,963 33,334 66R Riviera htp cpe 4, 1 82 3 ,368 8 , 1 00 
69 wgn 4d 4,080 3 ,256 8, 1 60 68 sdn 2d 4, 1 89 exp 2 
Series 70 Roadmaster (wb 1 27.0) 69 Caballero htp wgn 4d 4 ,498 3,831 4,456 

72 sdn 4d 4,280 3 ,503 1 1 ,804 Series 75 Roadmaster (wb 1 27.5) 

73 Riviera htp sdn 4,355 3,692 24,779 75 R iviera htp sdn 4,668 4,667 1 0 ,505 
76C conv cpe 4,395 3 ,704 4 ,354 75C conv cpe 4,676 4,680 1 , 1 8 1  
76R Riviera htp cpe 4,235 3,591 1 2 ,490 75R Riviera htp cpe 4,568 4,557 2 ,368 
1 956 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity Series 700 Limited (wb 1 27.5) 

V8, 322 .0 4.00 x 3. 20 220 S-40 750 Riviera htp sdn 4 ,71 0 5 , 1 1 2  5,571 
V8, 322 .0  4. 00 x 3.20 255 S-50, 60,  70 755 Riv iera htp cpe 4,69 1 5,002 1 ,026 
1 957 756 conv cpe 4,603 5 , 1 25 839 

Series 40 Special (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 
1 958 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 364 .0  4 . 1 3 x 3 .40 250 5-40 4 1 sdn 4d 4,0 1 2  2 ,660 59,739 V8, 364.0 4 . 1 3 x 3 .40 300 5-50, 60, 75, 700 43 Riviera htp sdn 4,041 2 ,780 50,563 
46C conv cpe 4,082 2 ,987 8,505 1 959 46R Riviera htp cpe 3,956 2 ,704 64,425 
48 sdn 2d 2 ,596 2 , 596 23 , 1 80 4400 LeSabre (wb 1 23.0) Wght Price Prod 
49 wgn 4d 4,292 3 ,047 7,0 1 3  44 1 1  sdn 2d 4, 1 59 2 ,740 1 3 ,492 49D Caballero wgn 4d 4,309 3 , 1 67 6,8 1 7  44 1 9  sdn 4d 4,229 2 ,804 51 ,379 
Series 50 Super (wb 1 27.5) 4435 wgn 4d 4,565 3,320 8,286 
53 Riviera htp sdn 4,356 3,681 41 ,665 4437 htp cpe 4, 1 88 2 ,849 35 , 1 89 
56C conv cpe 4 ,4 1 4  3 ,981 2,065 4439 htp sdn 4 ,266 2 ,925 46,069 
56R R iviera htp cpe 4,271 3,536 26,529 4467 conv cpe 4,2 1 6  3 , 1 29 1 0,489 

Series 60 Century (wb 1 22 .0) 4600 Invicta (wb 1 23.0) 

6 1  sdn 4d 4, 1 37 3 ,234 8,075 46 1 9  sdn 4d 4,33 1 3,357 1 0 ,566 
63 Riviera htp sdn 4 , 1 63 3,354 26,589 4635 wgn 4d 4,660 3,84 1  5 ,231 
66C eonv cpe 4,234 3 ,598 4,085 4637 htp cpe 4,274 3 ,447 1 1 ,451 
66R Riviera htp epe 4 ,08 1 3 ,270 1 7 ,029 4639 htp sdn 4,373 3,51 5 20, 1 56 

4667 4,3 1 7  3,620 5 ,447 68 sdn 2d 4,080 exp 2 conv epe 
69 Cabal lero wgn 4d 4,423 3 ,706 1 0 , 1 86 4700 E lectra (wb 1 26.3) 

Series 70 Roadmaster (wb 1 27.5) 471 9  sdn 4d 4,557 3,856 1 2 ,357 
73 Riviera htp sdn 4,469 4 ,053 1 1 ,401 4737 htp cpe 4,465 3 ,81 8 1 1  ,2 1 6  
73A R iviera htp sdn ,  1 -pieee 4739 htp sdn 4,573 3,963 20,61 2 

backl ight 4 ,455 4 ,066 1 0 ,526 4800 Electra 225 (wb 1 26.3) 
76C conv cpe 4,500 4,066 4,363 4829 R iviera htp sdn 4,632 4,300 6,324 76R Riviera htp sdn 4,374 3,944 3,826 4839 htp sdn 4,64 1 4,300 1 0,49 1 76A R iviera htp sdn ,  1 -piece 4867 conv cpe 4 ,562 4 , 1 92 5,493 backlight 4,370 3,944 2 ,81 2 
Series 75 Roadmaster (wb 1 27.5) 

1 959 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

75 Riviera htp sdn 4 ,539 4,483 1 2,250 V8, 364 .0  4 . 1 3 x 3 .40 250 5-le5abre 
V8, 40 1 .0 4 . 1 9 x 3 .64 325 5-others 75R R iviera htp cpe 4 ,427 4,373 2,404 

1 957 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 1 960 
V8, 364.0 4 . 1 3 x 3 .40 250 5-40 4400 LeSabre (wb 1 23 .0) Wght Price Prod 
V8, 364 .0  4 . 1 3 x 3 .40 300 5-50, 60, 70, 75 44 1 1  sdn 2d 4 , 1 39 2 ,756 1 4 ,388 
1 958 44 1 9  sdn 4d 4,2 1 9  2 ,870 54,033 
Series 40 Special (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 

4435 wgn 4d , 25 4,568 3,386 5,331 
4437 htp cpe 4, 1 63 2 ,91 5 26,52 1 

4 1  sdn 4d 4 , 1 1 5  2 ,700 48,238 4439 htp sdn 4,269 2 ,991 35,999 
43 R iviera htp sdn 4, 1 80 2 ,820 31 ,92 1 4445 wgn 4d, 35 4,574 . 3,493 2 ,222 
46C conv cpe 4, 1 65 3,041 5,502 4467 conv epe 4,233 3 , 1 45 1 3 ,588 
46R Riviera htp cpe 4,058 2 ,744 34 ,903 4600 Invicta (wb 1 23 .0) 48 sdn 2d 4,063 2 ,636 1 1 ,566 
49 wgn 4d 4 ,396 3, 1 54 3,663 461 9  sdn 4d 4,324 3,357 1 0 ,839 
49D Caballero htp wgn 4d 4,408 3,261 3,420 4635 wgn 4d, 25 4,644 3,84 1  3,471 
Series 50 Super (wb 1 27.5) 

4637 htp cpe 4,255 3,447 8,960 
4639 htp sdn 4,365 3,5 1 5  1 5 ,300 

53 Riviera htp sdn 4,500 3 ,789 28,460 4645 wgn 4d, 35 4,679 3,948 1 ,605 
56R Riviera htp cpe 4 ,392 3,644 1 3,928 4667 conv cpe 4,347 3 ,620 5 ,236 
5eries 60 Century (wb 1 22.0) 4700 E lectra (wb 1 26.3) 

6 1  sdn 4d 4,241 3 ,3 1 6  7.241 471 9 sdn 4d 4,544 3,856 1 3 ,794 
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Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

4737 htp cpe 4,453 3,8 1 8 7,4 1 6  4639 htp sdn 4, 1 59 3,667 1 6,443 
4739 htp sdn 4,554 3,963 1 4 ,488 4645 wgn 4d, 3S 4,505 3,91 7 4,61 7 
4800 Electra 225 (wb 1 26.3) 4647 spl cpe 4,077 3,733 1 0 ,335 

4647 Wi ldcat spl cpe 4, 1 50 3,927 2,000 
4829 Riviera hlp sdn 4,653 4,300 8,029 4667 cony cpe 4,2 1 7  3,61 7 1 3 ,471 
4839 hlp sdn 4 ,650 4,300 5,841 

Electra 225 (wb 1 26.0) 4867 cony cpe 4,571 4, 1 92 6,746 
1 960 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 48 1 9  sdn 4d 4,304 4,05 1 1 3,523 

4829 R iviera hlp sdn 6W 4,390 4,448 1 5,395 
V8, 364.0 4 . 1 3 x 3 .40 235/250 S-LeSabre 4839 htp sdn 4,309 4, 1 86 1 6,734 
V8, 401 .0 4. 1 9 x 3 .64 325 Soothers 4847 hlp cpe 4,235 4,062 8,992 
1 96 1  

4867 cony cpe 4,396 4,366 7,894 

Price Prod 
1 962 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

4000 Special (wb 1 1 2.0) Wght 
V6, 1 98 .0  3.63 x 3.20 1 35 S-Special 401 9 sdn 4d 2,6 1 0  2 ,384 1 8 ,339 V8, 2 1 5 .0 3.50 x 2 .80 1 55 S-Special Deluxe 4027 spl cpe 2 ,579 2 ,330 4,232 V8, 2 1 5 .0 3 .50 x 2 .80 1 85 S-Skylark 4035 wgn 4d 2,775 2 ,68 1  6, 1 01 V8, 401 .0 4 . 1 9 x 3 .64 265/280 S-LeSabre, Invicta 4045 wgn 4d , 3S 2,844 2,762 798 V8, 401 .0 4 . 1 9 x 3 .64 325 S-Electra 4 1 1 9  Deluxe sdn 4d 2 ,632 2 ,5 1 9  32,986 

4 1 35 Deluxe wgn 4d 2,794 2,8 1 6  1 1 ,729 
1 963 43 1 7  Skylark spl cpe 2 ,687 2,62 1 1 2 ,683 

4400 LeSabre (wb 1 23.0) Special (wb 1 1 2. 1  ) Wght Price Prod 

441 1  sdn 2d 4,033 2,993 5,959 40 1 9  sdn 4d 2,696 2,363 2 1 ,733 
4435 wgn 4d 4,450 3,623 5,628 4027 cpe 2,66 1  2 ,309 2 1 ,886 
4437 hlp cpe 4,054 3, 1 52 1 4 ,474 4035 wgn 4d 2,866 2,659 5,867 
4439 htp sdn 4, 1 29 3,228 37,790 4045 wgn 4d, 3S 2 ,903 2 ,740 2,4 1 5 
4445 wgn 4d, 3S 4,483 3,730 2,423 4067 cony cpe 2 ,768 2 ,591  8,082 
4467 cony cpe 4, 1 86 3,382 1 1 ,951 4 1 1 9  Del sdn 4d 2,720 2,521 37,695 
4469 sdn 4d 4, 1 02 3, 1 07 35,005 4 1 35 Del wgn 4d 2,854 2,81 8 8,77 1  

4347 Skylark spl cpe 2,757 2,857 32, 1 09 
4600 Invicta (wb 1 23.0) 4367 Skylark cony cpe 2 ,81 0 3,01 1 1 0,21 2 
4637 hlp cpe 4,090 3,447 6,382 LeSabre (wb 1 23 .0) 
4639 htp sdn 4, 1 79 3,51 5 1 8 ,398 441 1 4667 conv cpe 4,206 3,620 3,953 sdn 2d 3,905 2,869 8,328 

4435 wgn 4d 4,320 3,526 5 ,566 
4700 Electra (wb 1 26.0) 4439 htp sdn 4,007 3, 1 46 50,420 
471 9  sdn 4d 4,298 3,825 1 3,81 8 4445 wgn 4d, 3S 4,340 3,606 3,922 
4737 htp cpe 4 ,260 3,8 1 8 4,250 4447 htp cpe 3,924 3,070 27,997 
4739 htp sdn 4,333 3,932 8,978 4467 cony cpe 4 ,052 3,339 9,975 

4469 sdn 4d 3,970 3,004 64,995 
4800 Electra 225 (wb 1 26.0) 

Wildcat (wb 1 23.0) 4829 R iviera htp sdn 4,4 1 7 4,350 1 3 ,71 9 
4867 cony cpe 4,44 1  4, 1 92 7, 1 58 4639 htp sdn 4,222 3,871 1 7, 5 1 9  

4647 hlp cpe 4, 1 23 3,849 1 2 , 1 85 
1 961  Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 4667 cony cpe 4,228 3,961 6,02 1  
V8, 2 1 5.0 3.50 x 2 .80 1 55 S-Special (Slylark 1 85 bh p )  Invicta (wb 1 23 .0) V8, 364.0 4. 1 3 x 3.40 235/250 S-LeSabre 
V8, 401 .0 4. 1 9 x 3.64 325 Soothers 4635 wgn 4d 4,397 3,969 3,495 

1 962 Electra 225 (wb 1 26.0) 

Special (wb 1 1 2.1 ) Wght Price Prod 
481 9  sdn 4d 4,24 1 4,05 1 1 4,268 
4829 pi l larless sdn 4,284 4,254 1 1 ,468 

401 9  sdn 4d 2,666 2,358 23,249 4839 hlp sdn 4,272 4, 1 86 1 9,71 4 
4027 cpe 2,638 2,304 1 9, 1 35 4847 htp cpe 4 , 1 53 4,062 6,848 
4035 wgn 4d 2 ,876 2,655 7,382 4867 cony cpe 4,297 4,365 6,347 
4045 wgn 4d, 3S 2 ,896 2 ,736 2 ,8 1 4  Riviera (wb 1 1 7.0) 4067 cony cpe 2,858 2 ,587 7,9 1 8  
4 1 1 9  Del sdn 4d 2,648 2,593 31 ,660 4747 spl cpe 3,988- 4,333 40,000 
4 1 35 Del wgn 4d 2 ,845 2,890 1 0,380 1 963 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity 4 1 67 Del cony cpe 2,820 2 ,879 8,332 
4347 Skylark hlp cpe 2,707 2,787 34,060 V6, 1 98.0 3.63 x 3.20 1 35 S-Special, Special Deluxe 
4367 Skylark cony cpe 2,871 3,0 1 2  8,9 1 3  V8, 2 1 5.0 3.50 x 2.80 1 55 O-Special Deluxe, Skylark 
LeSabre (wb 1 23 .0) 

V8, 2 1 5.0 3.50 x 2.80 200 S-Skylark, O-all SpeCials 
V8, 401 .0 4. 1 9 x 3.64 265/280 S-LeSabre 

441 1 sdn 2d 4,041 3,091 7,4 1 8  V8, 401 .0 4 . 1 9 x 3 .64 325 S- Invicta, Wildcat, Electra, 
4439 Sip sdn 4, 1 56 3,369 37,51 8 Riviera 
4447 htp cpe 4,054 3,293 25,479 
4469 sdn 4d 4, 1 04 3,227 56,783 1 964 
Invicta (wb 1 23.0) Special (wb 1 1 5.0;  wgns-1 20.0) Wght Price Prod 
4435 wgn 4d 4,471 3,836 9 , 1 3 1  4027 cpe 2 ,991 2 ,343 1 5,030 
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Wght Price Prod LeSabre (wb 1 23 .0) Wght Price Prod 

4035 wgn 3,266 2,689 6,270 45237 htp cpe 3,753 3,030 1 5 ,786 
4067 conv cpe 3 , 1 08 2,605 6,308 45239 htp sdn 3,809 3,090 1 8,384 
4069 sdn 4d 3,008 2 ,397 1 7,983 45269 sdn 4d 3,788 2 ,948 37,788 
4 1 27 Del cpe 3,006 2,457 1 1 ,962 45437 Cus htp cpe 3,724 3, 1 00 2 1 ,049 
4 1 35 Del wgn 4d 3,285 2, 787 9,467 45439 Cus htp sdn 3,81 1 3, 1 66 23,394 
4 1 69 Del sdn 4d 3,026 2 ,490 3 1 ,742 45467 Cus conv cpe 3,8 1 2  3 ,325 6,543 
4337 Skyl spt cpe 3,057 2,680 42,356 45469 Cus sdn 4d 3,777 3,024 22,052 
4367 Skyl conv cpe 3 , 1 75 2,834 1 0,225 

Wildcat (wb 1 26.0) 4369 Skyl sdn 4d 3,070 2,669 1 9,635 
4255 Skyl Spt Wgn 3 ,557 2 ,989 2 ,709 46237 htp cpe 3,988 3,286 6,031 
4355 Skyl Spt Wgn 3,595 3 , 1 6 1  3 ,9 1 3  46239 htp sdn 4,089 3,346 7,499 
4265 Skyl Spt Wgn 4d 3S 3,689 3 , 1 24 2,586 46269 sdn 4d 4,058 3, 1 82 1 0, 1 84 
4365 Skyl Spt Wgn 3,727 3,286 4,446 46437 Del htp cpe 4,0 1 4  3,340 1 1 ,6 1 7  
LeSabre (wb 1 23.0) 46439 Del htp sdn 4,075 3,407 1 3 ,903 

46467 Del conv cpe 4,069 3,502 4,6 1 6  
4439 htp sdn 3,730 3, 1 22 37,052 46469 Del sdn 4d 4,046 3,285 9,765 
4447 htp cpe 3,629 3,061 24, 1 77 46637 Cus htp cpe 4,047 3,566 1 5,896 
4467 conv cpe 3,787 3,3 1 4  6,685 46639 Cus htp sdn 4 , 1 60 3,626 1 4 ,878 
4469 sdn 4d 3,693 2,980 56,729 46667 Cus conv cpe 4,087 3,727 4,398 
4635 wgn 4d 4,352 3,554 6,5 1 7  

Electra 225 (wb 1 26.0) 4645 wgn 4d, 3S 4,362 3,635 4,003 
Wildcat (wb 1 23 .0) 48237 htp cpe 4,208 4,082 6,302 

48239 htp sdn 4,284 4,206 1 2 ,842 
4639 htp sdn 4,058 3,327 33,358 48269 sdn 4d 4,261 4,071 1 2 ,459 4647 htp cpe 4,003 3,267 22,893 48437 Cus htp cpe 4,228 4,265 9,570 4667 conv cpe 4,076 3,455 7,850 48439 Cus htp sdn 4,344 4,389 29,932 4669 sdn 4,02 1 3, 1 64 20, 1 44 48467 Cus conv cpe 4,325 4,440 8,505 
Electra 225 (wb 1 26.0) 48469 Cus sdn 4d 4,272 4,254 7 , 1 97 
48 1 9  sdn 4d 4,2 1 2  4 ,059 1 5 ,968 Riviera (wb 1 1 7.0) 
4829 pi l larless sdn 4,238 4,261 1 1 ,663 49447 htp cpe 4,036 4,408 34,586 4839 htp sdn 4,229 4, 1 94 24,935 
4847 htp cpe 4, 1 49 4,070 9,045 1 965 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
4867 conv cpe 4,280 4,374 7, 1 8 1  V6, 225.0 3 .75 x 3.40 1 55 S-Special ,  Skylark 
Riviera (wb 1 1 7.0) V8, 300.0 3 .75 x 3.40 2 1 0/250 S-Special, Skylark, LeSabre 
4747 htp cpe 3,951 V8, 401 .0 4 . 1 9 x 3.64 325 S-Wildcat, Electra, Riviera 4,385 37,658 V8 , 425 .0  4 .31  x 3.64 340/360 O-Wildcat, Electra Riviera 
1 964 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

1 966 V6, 225.0 3.75 x 3.40 1 55 S-Special 
V8, 300.0  3.75 x 3.40 2 1 0/250 S-LeSabre 4400, Special Special (wb 1 1 5.0;  wgns-1 20.0) Wght Price Prod 
V8, 401 .0 4. 1 9 x 3.64 325 SoleS 4600, Wildcat, Elec 43307 cpe 3,009 2,348 9,322 V8, 425.0 4 .31 x 3.64 340(O-360)&Riv; O-LeS 4600, WIdct, Elec 43335 wgn 4d 3,296 2 ,695 1 ,451 
1 965 43367 conv cpe 3,092 2 ,604 1 ,357 

43369 sdn 4d 3,046 2 ,40 1  8,797 
Special (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 43407 cpe 3,09 1 2 ,4 1 8  5,7 1 9  
43327 cpe 2,977 2,343 1 2,945 43435 wgn 4d 3,399 2 ,704 3,038 
43335 wgn 4d 3 ,258 2 ,688 2 ,868 43467 conv cpe 3,223 2,671 2,036 
43367 conv cpe 3,087 2,605 3,357 43469 sdn 4d 3, 1 48 2,471 9 ,355 
43369 sdn 4d 3,0 1 0  2,397 1 3,828 43507 Del cpe 3,009 2,432 2 ,359 
43427 cpe V8 3,080 2,4 1 4 5,309 435 1 7  Del htp cpe 3,038 2 ,504 2 ,507 
43435 wgn 4d 3,365 2 ,759 3,676 43535 Del wgn 4d 3,290 2 ,783 824 
43467 conv cpe 3, 1 97 2 ,676 3,365 43569 Del sdn 4d 3,045 2,485 5,573 
43469 sdn 4d 3, 1 1 7 2 ,468 8 , 1 21 43607 Del cpe 3 , 1 1 2  2 ,502 4,908 
43535 Del wgn 4d 3,242 2 ,787 1 ,677 436 1 7 Del htp cpe 3, 1 30 2 ,574 1 0,350 
43569 Del sdn 4d 3,0 1 6 2,669 1 1 ,033 43635 Del wgn 4d 3,427 2 ,853 7 ,592 
43635 Del wgn 4d 3,369 2 ,858 9, 1 23 43669 Del sdn 4d 3, 1 56 2,555 27,909 
43669 Del sdn 4d 3, 1 43 2,561 26,299 Skylark (wb 1 1 5.0;  wgns - 1 20.0) 
Skylark (wb 1 1 5.0;  wgns-1 20.0) 44255 wgn 4d 3,7 1 3  . 3,025 2 ,469 
44255 wgn 4d 3 ,642 2 ,989 4,226 44265 wgn 4d , 3S 3 ,81 1 3, 1 73 2 ,667 
44265 wgn 4d, 3S 3,750 3, 1 23 4,669 44307 cpe V6 3,034 2,624 1 ,454 
44327 cpe 3,035 2,537 4, 1 95 443 1 7 htp cpe 3,069 2,687 2,552 
44337 htp cpe 3,057 2,680 4,549 44339 htp sdn 3, 1 72 2 ,846 1 ,422 
44367 conv cpe 3, 1 49 2 ,834 1 , 1 81 44367 conv cpe 3, 1 58 2 ,837 608 
44369 sdn 4d 3,086 2,669 3,385 44407 cpe 3, 1 45 2,694 6,427 
44427 cpe 3 , 1 46 2,608 1 1 ,877 444 1 7 htp cpe 3, 1 52 2 ,757 33,326 
44437 htp cpe 3, 1 98 2,751 47,034 44439 htp sdn 3,285 2 ,9 1 6 1 8,873 
44455 Cus wgn 4d 3,690 3, 1 60 8,300 44455 Cus wgn 4d 3 ,720 3 , 1 55 6,964 
44465 Cus wgn 3S 3,802 3,285 1 1 , 1 66 44465 Cus wgn 4d , 3S 3,844 3,293 9,5 1 0  
44467 conv cpe 3,294 2,905 1 0 ,456 44467 conv cpe 3,259 2,904 6, 1 29 
44469 sdn 4d 3, 1 94 2,740 22,335 44607 GS cpe 3,479 2 ,956 1 ,835 
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Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

446 1 7  GS htp cpe 3 ,428 3 .01 9 9,934 45287 htp cpe 3,8 1 9  3,084 1 3 ,760 
44667 GS cony cpe 3, 532 3 . 1 67 2,047 45439 Cus hlp sdn 3.873 3,236 32,526 
LeSabre (wb 1 23.0) 

45467 Cus cony cpe 3,890 3.388 4,624 
45469 Cus sdn 4d 3,855 3,096 27,930 

45237 hlp cpe 3,751 3 ,022 1 3 .843 45487 Cus hlp cpe 3 .853 3 . 1 72 22,666 
45239 htp sdn 3,828 3,08 1  1 7,740 

Wildcat (wb 1 26.0) 45269 sdn 4d 3,796 2 ,942 39. 1 46 
45437 Cus htp cpe 3,746 3 , 1 09 1 8 ,830 46439 hlp sdn 4,069 3 ,437 1 5, 1 1 0  
45439 Cus hlp sdn 3,824 3, 1 74 2 1 ,9 1 4  46467 cony cpe 4,064 3 ,536 2 ,276 
45467 Cus cony cpe 3,833 3.326 4,994 46469 sdn 4d 4,008 3,277 1 4 ,579 
45469 Cus sdn 4d 3,788 3.035 25,932 46487 hlp cpe 4,02 1 3,382 1 0 ,585 

------ 46639 Cus htp sdn 4 , 1 1 9  3 ,652 1 3 ,547 
Wildcat (wb 1 26.0) 

--- 46667 Cus cony cpe 4,046 3.757 2 ,9 1 3  
46437 hlp cpe 4,003 3,326 9,774 46687 Cus htp cpe 4,055 3.603 1 1 ,871 
46439 hlp sdn 4, 1 08 3,391 1 5 ,08 1  

Electra 225 (wb 1 26.0) 46467 cony cpe 4,065 3 ,480 2 ,690 
46469 sdn 4d 4,070 3,233 1 4 ,389 48239 hlp sdn 4,293 4 , 1 84 1 2 ,49 1 
46637 Cus hlp cpe 4,0 1 8  3,547 1 0 ,800 48257 hlp cpe 4, 1 97 4,075 6,845 
46639 Cus htp sdn 4, 1 76 3,606 1 3 ,060 48269 sdn 4d 4,246 4,054 1 0, 787 
46667 Cus cony cpe 4,079 3 ,701 2,790 48439 Cus htp sdn 4,336 4,363 40,978 
Electra 225 (wb 1 26.0) 48457 Cus hlp cpe 4 ,242 4,254 1 2 , 1 56 

48467 Cus cony cpe 4,304 4 ,42 1  6,941 
48237 hlp cpe 4, 1 76 4,032 4,882 48469 Cus sdn 4d 4 ,3 1 2  4 ,270 1 0 , 1 06 
48239 htp sdn 4,271 4, 1 53 1 0,792 

Riviera (wb 1 1 9.0) 48269 sdn 4d 4,255 4,022 1 1 ,740 
48437 Cus htp cpe 4,230 4,2 1 1 1 0, 1 1 9  49487 htp cpe 4 , 1 89 4,469 42,799 
48439 Cus htp sdn 4,323 4,332 34 , 1 49 1 967 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 48467 Cus cony cpe 4,298 4,378 7, 1 75 
48469 Cus sdn 4d 4,292 4,201 9,368 V6, 225.0 3 ,75 x 3 .40 1 60 S-Special ,  Skylark 
Riviera (wb 1 1 9.0) 

V6, 300 .0 3 .75 x 3 .40 2 1 0  O-Special ,  Skylark 
V8, 340 .0 3 .75 x 3 .85 220/260 S-4400 wgn, LeS ; O-Skyl 

49487 htp cpe 4, 1 80 4,424 45,348 V8, 40 1 .0 4 . 1 9 x 3.64 340 S-GS400 
1 966 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity V8, 430.0 4 . 1 9 x 3 .90 360 S-Wildcat, Eleclra, Riv iera 

V6, 225.0 3 .75 x 3 .40 1 60 S-Special , Skylark 1 968 
V8, 300.0 3 .75 x 3 .40 2 1 0  O-Special ,  Skylark 

Special Deluxe (wb 1 1 6 .0 ;  2d-1 1 2.0) Wght Price Prod V8, 340.0 3.75 x 3.85 220 S-4440 wagon , LeSabre 
V8, 401 .0 4 . 1 9 x 3 .64 325 S-Skylark GS, Wildcat, Electra 43327 cpe 3, 1 85 2 ,5 1 3  2 1 ,988 
V8, 401 .0 4 . 1 9 x 3 .64 340 S-Riviera; O-Wi ldcat, Electra 43369 sdn 4d 3,277 2 ,564 1 6,571 

1 967 
43435 wgn 4d 3,670 3,001 1 0 ,91 6 

Special (wb 1 1 5.0 ;  wgns- 1 20.0) Wght Price Prod 
Skylark (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  2d-1 1 2.0) 

43537 htp cpe 3,240 2,688 32,795 
43307 cpe 3,071 2 ,41 1 6,989 43569 sdn 4d 3,278 2 ,666 27,387 
43335 wgn 4d 3,343 2 ,742 908 44437 Cus htp cpe 3,344 2 ,956 44, 1 43 
43369 sdn 4d 3,077 2 ,462 4 ,71 1 44439 Cus htp sdn 3 ,481 3, 1 08 1 2 ,984 43407 cpe 3, 1 73 2 ,481 8 ,937 44467 Cus cony cpe 3,394 3 ,098 8, 1 88 43435 wgn 4d 3 ,425 2 ,8 1 2  1 ,688 44469 Cus sdn 4d 3,377 2,924 8,066 43469 sdn 4d 3 , 1 96 2,532 5,793 
435 1 7  Del htp cpe 3 , 1 27 2 ,566 2,357 Sportwagon (wb 1 21 .0) 

43569 Del sdn 4d 3 , 1 42 2 ,545 3,650 44455 wgn 4d 3,975 3,34 1 1 0 ,530 
436 1 7  Del htp cpe 3,202 2,636 1 4 ,408 44465 wgn 4d , 3S 4 , 1 1 8  3 ,499 1 2,378 
43635 Del wgn 4d 3 ,31 7 2,901 6,851 

G ran Sport (wb 1 1 2.0) 43669 Del sdn 4d 3 ,205 2 ,6 1 5  26,057 
Skylark (wb 1 1 5.0 ;  wgns-1 20.0) 43437 G S350 htp cpe 3,375 2 ,926 8,3 1 7  

44637 GS400 htp cpe 3,5 1 4  3 , 1 27 1 0,743 
340 1 7  GS340 htp cpe 3,283 2,845 3,692 44667 GS400 cony cpe 3,547 3,271 2,454 
44307 cpe V6 3 , 1 37 2,665 894 

LeSabre (wb 1 23.0) 44407 cpe V8 3 ,229 2 ,735 3 , 1 65 
444 1 7  htp cpe 3 , 1 99 2 ,798 41 ,084 45239 htp sdn 3 ,980 3,281 1 8,058 
44439 htp sdn 3,373 2 ,950 1 3 ,721 45269 sdn 4d 3,946 3 , 1 4 1  37,433 
44455 wgn 4d 3,772 3,202 8,554 45287 htp cpe 3,923 3,223 1 4,992 
44465 wgn 4d, 3S 3,876 3,340 1 0 ,529 45439 Cus htp sdn 4,007 3,375 40,370 
44467 cony cpe 3 ,335 2 ,945 6,3 1 9  45467 Cus cony cpe 3,966 3,504 5,257 
44469 sdn 4d 3,324 2 ,767 9,2 1 3  45469 Cus sdn 4d 3,950 3 ,235 34, 1 1 2  
44607 GS400 cpe 3,439 2 ,956 1 ,0 1 4  45487 Cus htp cpe 3,932 3,31 1 29,596 
446 1 7 GS400 hlp cpe 3,500 3 ,0 1 9  1 0 ,659 

Wildcat (wb 1 26.0) 44667 GS400 cony cpe 3,505 3, 1 67 2, 1 40 
LeSabre (wb 1 23.0) 46439 htp sdn 4 , 1 33 3,576 1 5, 1 53 

46469 sdn 4d 4,076 3 ,4 1 6  1 5,201 
45239 hlp sdn 3 ,878 3 , 1 42 1 7,464 46487 htp cpe 4,065 3,521 1 0 ,708 
45269 sdn 4d 3,847 3,002 36,220 46639 Cus htp sdn 4, 1 62 3,791 1 4 ,059 
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46667 Cus cony cpe 
46687 Cus htp cpe 
Electra 225 (wb ( 1 26.0) 

48239 hlp sdn 
48257 htp cpe 
48269 sdn 4d 
48439 Cus htp sdn 
48457 Cus htp cpe 
48467 Cus cony cpe 
48469 Cus sdn 4d 
Riviera (wb 1 1 9.0) 

49487 htp cpe 
1 968 Engines bore x stroke 

, L6 , 250.0 . -

V8, 350.0 
V8, 350.0 
V8, 401 .0 
V8, 430 .0 

1 969 

3.88 x 3.53 
3.80 x 3.85 
3.80 x 3.85 
4. 1 9 x 3.64 
4 . 1 9 x 3 .90 

bhp 

1 55 
230 
280 
340 
360 

Special  Deluxe (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  2d-1 1 2.0) 

43327 cpe 
43369 sdn 4d 
43435 wgn 4d 
43436 lUXUry wgn 4d 
Skylark (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  2d-1 1 2.0) 

43537 htp cpe 
43569 sdn 4d 
44437 Cus htp cpe 
44439 Cus htp sdn 
44467 Cus cony cpe 
44469 Cus sdn 4d 
Sportwagon (wb 1 21 .0) 

44456 wgn 4d 
44466 wgn 4d , 3S 
Gran Sport (wb 1 1 2.0) 

43437 GS350 hlp cpe 
44637 GS400 hlp cpe 
44667 GS400 cony cpe 
LeSabre (wb 1 23.2) 

45237 hlp cpe 
45239 hlp sdn 
45269 sdn 4d 
45437 Cus hlp cpe 
45439 Cus hlp sdn 
45467 Cus conv cpe 
45469 Cus sdn 4d 
Wildcat (wb 1 23.2) 

46437 htp cpe 
46439 hlp sdn 
46469 sdn 4d 
46637 Cus htp cpe 
46639 Cus hIp sdn 
46667 Cus conv cpe 
Electra 225 (wb 1 26.2) 

48239 hlp sdn 
48257 hlp cpe 
48269 sdn 4d 
48439 Cus htp sdn 
48457 Cus hlp cpe 
48467 Cus conv cpe 
48469 Cus sdn 4d 

Wght Price Prod 

4 , 1 1 8  3,873 3,572 
4,082 3 ,742 1 1 ,276 

4,270 4,330 1 5 ,376 
4, 1 80 4,221 1 0 ,705 
4,253 4,200 1 2 ,723 
4,3 1 4  4,509 50,846 
4,223 4,400 1 6 ,826 
4 ,285 4,541  7,976 
4,304 4,4 1 5  1 0,91 0 

4,222 4,6 1 5  49,284 
availabil ity 

S-Special Del , Skylark 
S-Swgn, Sky Cus, LeS; O-Spec, Sky 
S-GS350; O-Sp Del , Sky, LeS, Swgn 
S-GS400, Sportwagon 400 
S-Wildcat, Electra, Riviera 

Wght Price Prod 

3,2 1 6  2,562 1 5 ,268 
3, 1 82 2 ,6 1 3  1 1 , 1 1 3 
3,736 3,092 2,590 
3,783 3, 1 24 6,677 

3,240 2,736 38,658 
3,270 2 ,7 1 5 22,349 
3,34 1 3,009 35,639 
3,477 3, 1 5 1 9,609 
3,398 3, 1 52 6,552 
3,397 2,978 6,423 

4, 1 06 3,465 9, 1 57 
4,32 1 3,62 1  1 1 ,5 1 3  

3,406 2 ,980 4,933 
3,549 3, 1 8 1  6,356 
3,594 3,325 1 ,776 

3,936 3,298 1 6,201 
3,983 3,356 1 7,235 
3,966 3,2 1 6  36,664 
4,01 8 3,386 38,887 
4,073 3,450 48, 1 23 
3,958 3,579 3,620 
3,94 1 3,3 1 0  37, 1 36 

3,926 3,596 1 2,4 1 6  
4,304 3,651 1 3 ,805 
4, 1 02 3,491 1 3, 1 26 
4, 1 34 3,81 7 1 2, 1 36 
4,220 3,866 1 3,596 
4, 1 52 3,948 2,374 

4,294 4,432 1 5,983 
4,203 4,323 1 3, 1 28 
4,238 4,302 1 4,52 1  
4,328 4,61 1 65,240 
4,222 4,502 27,0 1 8  
4,309 4,643 8,294 
4,28 1 4 ,51 7 1 4,434 

Buick 

Riviera (wb 1 1 9.0) Wght Price Prod 

49487 htp cpe 4 , 1 99 4,701  52.872 
- -

1 969 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

� L�.; 250.0 3 .88 x 3.53 1 55 S-SD cpe & sdn, Skylark 
V8, 350.0 3 .80 x 3 .85 230 S-SD wgn ,  Sky Cus, LeS 
V8, 350.0 3 .80 x 3 .85 280 S-GS350 ; O-LeS, SW, SO, Sky 
V8, V8, 40 1 .0 4 . 1 9 x 3 .64 340 S-GS400 ; O-Sportwagon 
V8, 430.0 4 . 1 9 x 3 .90 360 S-Riviera, Electra, Wildcat 

1 970 
Skylark (wb 1 1 6 .0 ;  2d-1 1 2 .0) Wght Price Prod 

43327 cpe 3,250 2,685 1 8 ,620 
43369 sdn 4d 3,31 1 2 ,736 1 3 ,420 
43537 350 hlp cpe 3,277 2 ,859 70,9 1 8  
43569 350 sdn 4d 3,320 2 ,838 30,281 
44437 Cus hlp cpe 3,435 3, 1 32 36,367 
44439 Cus htp sdn 3,565 3,220 1 2 ,41 1 
44467 Cus cony cpe 3,499 3,275 4,954 
44469 Cus sdn 4d 3,499 3, 1 01 7 , 1 1 3 
Sportwagon (wb 1 1 6 .0) 

43435 wgn 4d 3,775 3,2 1 0  2,239 
43436 lUxury wgn 4d 3,898 3,242 1 0,002 
Gran Sport (wb 1 1 2.0) 

43437 hlp cpe 3,434 3,098 9 ,948 
44637 455 hlp cpe 3,562 3,283 8,732 
44667 455 cony cpe 3,6 1 9  3,469 1 ,4 1 6  
LeSabre (wb 1 24.0) 

45237 hlp cpe 3,866 3,4 1 9  1 4 , 1 63 
45239 hlp sdn 4,0 1 8  3,477 1 4 ,8 1 7  
45269 sdn 4d 3,970 3,337 35,404 
45437 Cus hlp cpe 3,92 1 3, 507 35,641 
45439 Cus hlp sdn 3,988 3,571 43,863 
45467 Cus cony cpe 3,947 3,700 2,487 
45469 Cus sdn 4d 3,950 3,431 36,682 
46437 Cus 455 hlp cpe 4 ,066 3,675 5,469 
46439 Cus 455 htp sdn 4 , 1 43 3,739 6,54 1  
46469 Cus 455 sdn 4d 4, 1 07 3,599 5,555 
Estate Wagon (wb 1 24.0) 

46036 wgn 4d 4,69 1 3,923 1 1 ,427 
46046 wgn 4d, 3S 4,779 4,068 1 6 ,879 
W ildcat Custom (wb 1 24.0) 

46637 hlp cpe 4,099 3,949 9,447 
46639 hlp sdn 4, 1 87 3,997 1 2 ,924 
46667 conv cpe 4,2 1 4  4,079 1 ,244 
Electra 225 (wb 1 27.0) 

48239 hlp sdn 4,296 4,592 1 4 ,338 
48257 hlp cpe 4,2 1 4  4,482 1 2,0 1 3  
48269 sdn 4d 4,274 4,46 1 1 2,580 
48439 Cus htp sdn 4,385 4,771 65, 1 1 4  
48457 Cus stp cpe 4,297 4,661 26,002 
48467 Cus cony cpe 4,34 1  4,802 6,045 
48469 Cus sdn 4d 4,28� 4,677 1 4, 1 09 
Riviera (wb 1 1 9.0) 

49487 hlp cpe 4,2 1 6  4,854 37,336 
1 970 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

� L6 ... 250.0 3.88 3 .53 1 55 S-Skylark, Skylark 350 I · V8, 350.0 3.80 x 3 .85 260 S-LeS, Sky Cus, SW; O-Sky 
V8, 350.0 3 .80 x 3.85 285 O-LeS, Sky, Sportwagon 
V8, 350.0 3 .80 3.85 3 1 5  S-GS;  O-LeS, Sky, Swgr, 
V8, 455.0 4.31 x 3.90 350/360 S-GS455 
V8, 455.0 4.31 3.90 370 S-Wldcl, Esl Wgn, LeS 455, 

Elec, Riv 
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Cadillac Cad i l lac Motor Car  Div ision,  General Motors Corp . 
Detroit ,  Michigan 

C ad i l lac was fou n ded in l ate 1 902 by Henry Martyn 
Le l and ,  a br i l l i an t  en g i neer w i th pr ior  exper ience 

at Ford and O ldsmobi le .  The f i rst c ars were s i n g le-cyl­
i nder mode ls .  The fou r-cyl i nder Cad i l l ac 30 was i n t ro­
duced i n  1 909 , and rema ined i n  prod u ct ion  u nt i l 1 9 1 5 . 
Dur i ng  th i s  per iod ,  Le land 's  emphas i s  on parts stan­
dard i zat ion came to the not ice of the you n g  auto i ndus­
try. I n  Eng land ,  th ree Cad i l l acs were d i sassembled ,  
the i r components m i xed up ,  and three com plete cars 
reassembled from the p ieces. Th i s  won Cad i l l ac its f i rst 
Dewar Trophy, and was the source of i ts  s logan ,  " Stan­
dard of the Wor ld . " 

I n  1 909 , Cad i l l ac became part of the f ledg l i n g  G en­
eral M oto rs Corporat ion .  In those d ays, i t  was an upper 
m idd le-pr i ced car ,  not d i rect ly compet i t ive wi th  Pack­
ard and P ierce-Arrow, but a lways a h i g h- q u a l i ty i tem .  
The company's p i oneer V8 eng ine  of  1 9 1 5  set new stan­
dards for smooth ness, com pactness, power, and rel i a­
b i l i ty. Sales i ncreased thro u g h  the l ate Teens  and '20s. 
By 1 930, Cad i l l ac was compet i n g  d i rect ly  with Pack ard 
at the top of the l ux ury c l ass. That was the year it i n t ro­
duced the outstan d i n g  V1 6 eng i ne .  Later, a V1 2 was 
prod uced as we l l .  The Depress ion led to several bad 
years after 1 929 . At one po i n t ,  General M otors actu al ly  

1 940 Series 72 F leetwood five-passenger formal sedan 

1940 Series 60 Specia l  fou r-door sedan 
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cons idered d i scont i n u i n g its h i g hest-pr i ced car. Bu t  
sales recovered by  the m id - ' 30s, and  by  the start o f  the  
'40s Cad i l l ac was f i rm ly  estab l i shed as  a lead i ng  Amer i ­
can l u x u ry make.  Cad i l l ac never bu i l t a m i d d le-pr iced 
model l i ke the Packard One Twenty-LaSal l e  was a 
Cad i l l ac product ,  but  d i d not carry i ts  " parent 's"  n ame. 
Con seq uent ly ,  Cad i l l ac outstr i pped Pac k ard as a l ux­
u ry-car bu i lder  by 1 935, and has rem ai ned the n at ion ' s  
lead i ng prest i ge make r i g h t o n  thro u g h  to the present .  

Some of  Cad i l l ac ' s  most i m portant e n g i neer i n g  de­
velopments,  as we l l  as many of i ts most beaut i fu l  au to­
mobi les, made the i r  debut  i n  the '40s. The decade be­
g an w i th the l ast of the opu lent  V1 6s and no fewer than 
fou r  var i at ions  of  B i l l  M i tche l l ' s  br i l l i an t  60 Spec i a l .  
L i ke B u i c k ,  Cad i l l ac offered face l i fted models i n  1 940 
and '41 , then brou gh t  out a comp letely resty led l i ne for 
1 942 . Th i s  put the d iv i s ion  i n  a good posi t i on to resume 
c iv i l i an car prod uct ion  after Wor ld  War  I I .  

M ost 1 940 Cad i l l acs were re lat ive ly p la i n - I oo k i n g­
al most C hevrolet- l i ke at the front end ,  w i th  s i mp le  bar­
type g r i l les .  One except ion was the V 1 6  Ser ies 90, 
w h i ch had an eggc rate g r i l l e th at wou l d i nsp i re postwar 
styl i n g .  The V1 6 sh ared i ts 1 41 - i nch  whee l base (the 
longest for Cad i l l ac up to that t i me) w i th the V8 Ser ies 

1 940 S i xteen (Ser ies 90) f ive-passenger town sedan 

1 940 Ser ies 62 convertible sedan 
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1940 Ser ies 75 F l eetwood converti ble coupe 

75. The V 1 2 models  had been d i scont i n ued ear l i er .  Ex­
cept for the i r  en g i nes,  the Series 90 and 75 offered an 
i dent ica l  l i neup  of two cou pes, a convert i b le ,  a tou r i n g  
sedan w i th and w i thout  d i v i der w i ndow,  a tru n kback 
convert i b le  sed an , formal  sedans for  f ive o r  seven pas­
sen gers, and a var iety of seven-passen ger  sed ans .  The 
b ig d i fference was pr ice .  A basic Ser ies 75 f ive-passen­
ger sed an so ld  for  $2995 ,  wh i le the same car in  V 1 6  
g u i se cost $51 40 . The pr ice spread was not real ly  j u st i ­
f ied by  the powerpl ant ,  fo r the Cad i l l ac 346 c u b i c- i nch  
V8 was one of  the smoothest e n g i nes anywhere. V 1 6  
sales were therefore low,  and 1 940 p roved the l ast year 
for th i s  exot i c  eng i ne.  

One step down from the 90 and 75 was the Ser ies 72, 
mou nted on a 1 38- i nch  wheel base. The 72 wou ld a lso 
be m ak i n g  i ts l ast appearance that year. I t  offered 
s l i g ht ly  fewer mode ls  pr i ced between $2670 and $3695 .  
The  72 was an  i m p ress ive and  we l l -des i g ned automo­
b i le ,  but  i ts market was l i m i ted due to com pet i t ion  from 
the more l uxu r ious  75.  Even count i n g  75s, C ad i l l ac pro­
d uced on ly  a l i t t le ove r 2500 long-wheel base mode ls .  I n  
l ater years, when the 75 was ma i n ly a l i mo u s i ne l i ne,  
prod uct ion often neared 5000 u n i ts  per year. 

The c r i sp 60 Spec i a l ,  w i th i ts th i n  door and w i n dow 
p i l l ars and sq u ared-off roof l i ne ,  was the f i rst d i rect ev i ­
dence o f  you n g  B i l l  M i tc he l l 's ta lent .  Later, i n  1 958 , 
M itche l l  wou l d  rel i eve the legend ary H ar ley Earl  as G M  
c h ief of styl i n g ;  h i s  r i se to prom i nence i s  d u e  d i rect l y  to 
the su ccess of th i s ,  h i s  f i rst p rod u ct ion  desi g n .  

The 60 Spec i a l came i n  many var iet ies for 1 940.  Both 
the town sed an and I m per ia l  (d i v i s ion-w i n dow sed an) 
cou ld  be ordered w ith a su n roof ; the town car  was ava i l ­
ab le  w i th e i ther pa i nted metal o r  leather-covered rear 
roof. On ly  1 5  town cars were b u i l t ,  however .  The bu l k  of 
60 Spec i al prod u ct ion  was the bas i c  sed an,  w h i c h  ac­
cou n ted for 4472 u n i ts .  

Least expens ive of the 1 940 C ad i l l acs was the 62 , 
w h i c h  came as a coupe ,  convert i b le ,  and convert i b l e  
sedan o r  tou r i n g  sed an , ran g i n g  i n  pr ice from $ 1 685 u p  
t o  $2 1 95 .  Mou nted on  a 1 29- i nch  wheel base, the 6 2  ac­
cou nted for the b u l k  of C ad i l l ac sales,  an d w as ch i ef ly  
respons ib le  for the d iv i s ion ' s  success in  1 940 , as i n  
l ater years. I t  w as c lean ly  sty led , l usb ly  u pho lstered , 
and offered a broad var iety of body sty les des ig ned to 
appeal to every buyer .  

Cadillac 

1941 Ser ies 60 Specia l  fou r-door sedan 

A l l  Cad i l lacs except the Ser i es 90 sh ared the 346-c i d ,  
90-deg ree L-head V 8  f i rst seen i n  1 936 . U s i n g  a u n i t 
b lock and cast- i ron cran kcase, i t  featu red th ree m a i n  
bear i n g s  w ith cou nterwei g hts and d u al downd raft car­
buretors . The 346 was heavy, but re l i ab le  and excep­
t iona l ly smooth- runn i n g . I t  deve loped 1 35 horsepower 
for the 62 and 60 Spec i a l ,  and was tuned for 1 40 bh p on  
the  72  and  75.  

The Cad i l l ac V 1 6  was a lso an L-head , but  b u i l t on a 
n arrow 1 35-deg ree ang le .  With 431  c i d  i t  de l i vered 1 85 
bhp .  L ike  the V8 , i t  was m ade of cast i ron  and h ad d u al 
carbu retors. B ut i t  featu red n i ne m a i n  bear i n gs ,  and 
separate man i fo l d i n g  for eac h cy l i nder  b lock .  Each  
ban k of cyl i nders a lso h ad i ts own  water p u m p  and  d i s­
tr i bu tor .  I t  was a b i g ,  i mpressive e n g i ne ,  typ i cal  of mo­
tori n g 's c l assi c  age-but i ts best d ays were long past. 
Cad i l lac h ad not prod uced more t h an 300 V 1 6s a year 
s i nce 1 93 1 . After 1 940 , the V 1 6  became d i spen s i b le .  

A s i g n i f i cant and attract ive mode l  c h ange  occu rred 
for 1 94 1 . C ad i l lac 's  compan ion  m ake,  LaSal le ,  was re­
p laced by the rel at ive ly  low-pr iced Ser ies 61 . T h i s  was a 
m arket i n g  dec i s ion based on  the success of Pac kard 's  
contemporary One Ten /One Twenty and the L i nco ln ­
Zephyr-but the  6 1  w as eve ry i nch  a C ad i l l ac ,  and on ly  
moderate ly  u nderpr i ced com pared to  the 62 .  Packard 
cont i n ued to bu i ld med i u m-pr i ced models  long  after 
World War I I ,  w h i le Cad i l l ac (and L i n c o l n )  kept i ts c ars 

1941 Ser ies 62 convert ib le  sedan 
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Cadillac 

1 941 Series 62 convertible coupe 

st r i ct ly in the l ux u ry brac ket. As a resu l t ,  Pac kard ' s  rep­
u tat ion as f i ne-car b u i l de r  d i m i n ished i n  the '40s, and 
d i sappeared ent i re l y  in the ' 50s.  

The 1 94 1  mode ls  wore a fresh face--a complex eg g­
crate g ri l le  w i th  the central sect ion  most promi nent .  
Th is  remai ned a Cad i l l ac sty l i n g  trad i t ion  i n to the 
1 970s. Tai l l i g hts were. a lso made more prom i nent ,  and 
one of them concealed the g as f i  l Ie r  cap-another long­
ru n n i n g  feature .  A l l  '4 1  s used the 346 V8 ,  rated at  1 50 
bhp .  The departu re of the V1 6 and Ser ies 72 a l lowed the 
d iv i s ion to redu ce the n u mber of c h assis ,  and o n ly th ree 
wheelbases were used. The 75 rode a 1 36- i nch wheel­
base, the 67 a 1 38 ,  and al l  other models a 1 26.  Three 

1942 Series 63 fou r-door sedan 

1942 Series 60 Special  fou r-door sedan 
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ax le rat ios were offered : the 3 .77 and 4 .27  were stan­
dard , wh i le the 3 .36 was for Hyd ra-M at ic  on the short­
whee l base mode ls .  H i gher  com press ion  and more 
horsepower meant that most ' 4 1  C ad i l l acs cou ld 
ac h ieve a gen u i ne 1 00 mph .  The i r  0-60 mph acce lera­
t ion  t i mes averaged around 1 4  seconds-i mpressive 
performance 40 years ago.  

The form u l a  of  V8s o n l·y and a broad pr ice  span 
he l ped Cad i l l ac reac h al l - t i me record product ion for 
ca lendar 1 94 1 -66,1 30 u n its .  Th is  was o n ly 6700 u n i ts 
short of Packard, wh ich  was se l l i n g  a m u c h  h i g her  pro­
port ion  of lower-pr iced mode ls. M uch of the i n crease, 
of course, was due  to the new 61 . But the 62 l i n e  was 
a lso up  d ramatic al l y-and Cad i l l ac had added a Ser ies 
63 fou r-door that accou nted for another 5000 sales .  The 
outstan d i n g  60 Spec i a l scored a heal thy 4 1 00 u n i ts ,  
even tho u g h  i t  was offered o n ly as a sed an or  d iv i s ion­
wi ndow town c ar .  

The 1 942 l i neup  was s i m i la r  i n  spec i f i cat i on but  h ad a 
brand-new l ook .  Lon g  pontoon fenders appeared, run­
n i ng back i nto the front  doors. M atc h i n g  rear fenders 
were b lended i n to the rear doors on fou r-door models .  
Fastback sty l i n g ,  w h i c h  had appeared on  t h e  1 94 1  Se­
r i es 61 , was now extended to the 62 . Before prod u ct ion  
was c u rtai led by  the  war ,  Cad i l lac bu i l t 1 6 ,5 1 1 cars .  I n  
Febru ary 1 942,  the  f i rm converted to  w ar work  and 
m ade tan ks ,  a i rcraft e n g i nes,  and m u n i t ions  u nt i l  V-J 
Day. 

1 946 Series 62 fou r-door sedan 

1947 Series 62 convertible 



Resu m i n g  c i v i l i an operat ions took several months 
after the war ended .  The d iv i s i on man aged to b u i l d  o n l y  
1 000 Ser ies 61  sed ans before t h e  end  o f  that year. I n  a l l ,  
j u st 31 , 944 o f  the 1 946 models  were made .  These were 
on ly  s l i g ht l y  chan ged i n  appearance from the 1 942 ver­
s ions ,  but model  offer i n g s  were g reat ly  red u ced.  The 63 
and 67 ser ies were e l i m i n ated , a long w ith the d iv i s ion­
w i n dow 60 Spec i a l .  What rem ai n ed were the fastback 
6 1  s, fastback o r  notc h back 62s,  60 Spec i a l ,  and the 75.  
Hyd ra-M at i c  t ran s m i ss ion  h ad become opt ional in 1 94 1 . 
I t  remai ned opt ional th rou g h  1 949 on a l l  models .  

For one  more year ,  Cad i l l ac cont i n ued to re l y  on i ts 
prewar styl i n g ,  so the '47s were qu i te s i m i l ar to the 
'46s.  The m a i n  v i su al d i fferences were rou n d  i n stead of 
recta n g u lar  park i n g  l i g hts, and scr i pt i n stead of b loc k­
letter fender n amepl ates. The 60 Spec i a l l ac ked the 
previous mode l 's  three vert i cal  c h rome louvers beh i nd 
the rear s ide w i n dow; the 1 947 Series 75 omi tted the 
sta i n less-stee l -tr i m med ru n n i ng boards former ly used . 
Pr i ces were $ 1 50 to $200 h i g her than i n  '46,  m a i n l y  d ue 
to postwar i n f lat i o n .  Prod uct ion h ad now reg ai ned i ts 
prewar str i de,  and near ly  60 ,000 u n i ts were b u i l t for the 
calendar year. In model  year tota ls ,  the 62 carr i ed most 
of the vo l u me ,  w i th  j u st under  40,000 u n i ts .  

Then came 1 948--the year of  the ta i l f i n .  Cad i l l ac 
desi g ners B i l l  M i tche l l ,  H ar ley Ear l ,  Fran k Hershey, and 
Art Ross h ad been i nsp i red before the war by the then­
sec ret P-38 Lockheed L i g htn i n g  p u rsu i t  f ig hter .  D u r i n g  
t h e  war,  a skeleton crew p l ayed w i t h  i deas for postwar  
styl i n g  that wou ld i ncorporate the p l ane 's  featu res­
pontoon front  fen ders,  po i n ted noses, cockp i t- l i ke 
c u rved wi ndsh i e lds, and ta i l fi ns. 

Besides Cad i l lac 's  ta i l f i n ,  the P-38 i n f l uence wou ld  
be  seen a t  other G M  d ivi s ions. O ldsmobi le,  for exam­
ple ,  adopted an eng ine-scoop mot i f  for the head lamp 
beze ls  of  i ts  " Futuram ic"  1 949 models .  But  the  f i n  had 
the most last i ng  impact on Cad i l l ac styl i n g .  Said B i l l  
M i tche l l :  " From a des i g n  standpo in t  the f i ns  g ave 
def i n i t ion  to the rear of the c ar for the f i rst t i me .  They 
m ade the bac k  end as i n te rest i n g  as the f ront ,  and es­
tab l i shed a l ongstan d i ng Cad i l l ac styl i n g  h a l l m ar k . "  

O n  the 1 948 Cad i l l ac ,  the tai l f i n  was the f i n i sh i ng 
touch on  a mag n i f i cent  overal l des i g n  package.  At the 
fro nt ,  the t rad i t i onal g r i l l e sh ape was reta i ned ,  made 
more ag g ressive by a l arger  eg g crate p attern and a 
more sh ape ly hood . The l i nes of the roof and fenders 
were c lean , c u rvaceous ,  and beaut i fu l from every 
ang le .  Attent ion  was g iven to the i nter ior  as wel l :  the 
1 948 d ash board was dom i n ated by a h u ge ,  orn ate 
d ru m-type hous i n g  for the speedometer, m i nor  g au g es,  
and contro l s .  Th is  l asted on ly  a year ,  because i t  was 
com p l i c ated and cost ly  to p rod u ce.  For 1 949 , i t  was 
rep l aced by a s i m pl i f i ed d ash d u p l ic at i n g  the g r i l l e 
sh ape, a des i g n  fo l lowed c lose l y  for the next e i g ht 
years. 

C ad i l l ac stayed w i th  the '47 model and body sty le 
l i neup  for 1 948,  but  there was a new add i t ion  the next  
year :  the Coupe deV i l l e .  A $3497 entry i n  the 62 ser ies, 
i t  j o i ned O ldsmo b i le 's  Ho l i d ay and B u i ck 's R iv iera as 
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1 948 Ser ies 62 convert ible 

1 948 Ser ies 62 club coupe (sedanet) 

1948 F leetwood Series 60 Special four-door sedan ( p rototy pe ) 

1948 F leetwood Ser ies  75 seven-passenge r i mper ia l  sedan 

the f i rst product ion  h ardtops. Cad i l l ac so ld  2 1 50 of 
them in 1 949-a h i g her  percentage of prod uct ion than 
e i ther  Ho l i d ay o r  R iv i e ra. The i dea was to comb ine  the 
a i r i ness of a convert i b le  w i th  the s n u g n ess of a c l osed 
car-and it succeeded adm i rably .  It started a trend th at ,  
by the l ate '50s, wou l d  dom i n ate i ndustry body sty les .  
(There was a lso one 60 Spec i a l Coupe deV i l le b u i l t on 
the 1 33- i n c h  whee l b ase str i ct ly  as an exper i mental  
model . )  

Fo l low i n g  C ad i l l ac ' s  sty l i n g  revo lu t ion o f  1 948, the 

47 



Cadillac 

1949 Ser ies 61 c lub cou pe (sedanet) 

1949 Ser ies 62 convertible 

1949 Ser ies 62 Coupe deVil le hardtop coupe 

1950 Series 61 four-door sedan 

1950 Fleetwood Series 60 Special fou r-door sedan 
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exc i t i ng  overhead-valve V8 of 1 949 was the secon d  
pu nch i n  a potent one-two com b i n at ion  de l ivered 
d i rect ly to Packard,  L i n c o l n ,  and C h rys ler  I m per ia l . De­
s ig ned by Ed Co le ,  Jac k  G ordon , and H arry B arr ,  it was 
the prod uct of ten years' concentrated research and ex­
per i mentat ion .  The goa ls  had been to red u ce we i g ht 
and i n crease compress ion  to take advantage of the 
h i g her-octane fue ls  promi sed after the war .  Th i s  d i c­
tated the valve arrangement ,  a st roke shorter than the 
bore,  wedge-sh aped com bust ion ch ambers,  and " s l i p­
per" p i stons .  The l atter, deve loped by Byron E l l i s , 
t rave led low between the c rankshaft cou nterwe ig hts, 
a l low i n g  for short con nect i n g  rods and low rec i proc at­
i ng wei g ht .  

The new V8 d i sp laced 331  c i d  and deve loped 1 60 
bhp .  Although th is  was a mere 1 0  percent numer ica l  i n­
c rease over the o ld  L-head eng i ne ,  there were other 
factors in the ohv ' s  favor .  Though b u i l t  of cast i ro n ,  i t  
we i g h ed near ly 200 pou n ds less than i ts p redecessor .  
Com press ion rat io  was j u st 7 . 5 : 1 , yet i t  was capable of 
bei n g  pushed to as h i g h  as 1 2 : 1  shou ld  the fuel become 
avai lab le .  I t  prod uced more torque and de l ivered 1 4  
percent better fue l  economy. I t  was d u rable and rel i ­
ab le .  And i t  cou ld be bored and stroked to  much  l arger 
d i sp l acements.  The rel at ive ly  l i g ht 62 model  w i th  t h i s  
powerp lant  cou l d  c lock 0-60 m p h  t i mes o f  arou nd 1 3  
seconds and eas i l y  top 1 00 mph .  

Dr iven by  Sam and  M i les Co l l ie r ,  a 1 950 Cad i l l ac f i n ­
ished 1 0th overal l at Le  M ans-a performan ce u n­
matc hed by any other l u x u ry m ake.  I ts speed down the 
M u lsanne St rai g ht was around  1 20 m ph ;  average  speed 
was 8 1 . 5  mph .  B r i g g s  C u n n i n g ham a lso raced a 
Cad i l l ac at Le M ans  that year-a stream l i n ed spec i a l .  
He was even faster than the Co l l i ers,  b u t  lost top g ear 
and s l i d  in some corners,  resu l t i n g  in an 1 1 th-p l ace 
f i n i sh .  

Another enth u s i ast i c  C ad i l l ac booster w as Edward 
G aylord of C h i cago,  amate u r  racer ,  l ater co-des igner  of 
the G ay lord automobi le .  " I  owned one of the 1 950 61 s 
w i th sti cksh i ft and 3 .77 rear ax le rat io , "  G aylord said , 
" a long w i th a new J ag u ar XK-1 20.  The C ad i l l ac was the 
faster car up to about 90 m p h .  M y  Cad i l l ac set what was 
then a stock-car record at the or i g i n al quarter-m i l e  d rag 
races in Santa Ana, Ca l i forn i a  . . .  The on ly  compet i ­
t ion  I had in  acce lerat ion  was fro m  the sma l l  1 35-horse­
power O lds  88 coupe ,  but  the Cad i l l ac e n g i n e  w as 
su bstanti a l l y  more eff ic i ent  both i n  performance and 
economy . "  

T h e  best styl i n g  i n  t h e  i n d u stry a n d  t h e  n e w  V 8  put 
Cad i l l ac f i rm ly  atop the l ux u ry-car f ie ld . So we l l  d i d  the 
V8 meet i ts needs that Cad i l l ac retai ned the 331 -c id  
s i ze throu g h  1 955 .  But  t he  V8  ga i ned over 1 00 horse­
power in the 1 949-55 per i od-u lt i m ate ly  reac h i n g  270 
bhp in the '55 E ldorado.  

The good sty l i n g  d i d n ' t l ast . The most u n fo rtu n ate 
aspect to ' 50s Cad i l l acs was the g rad u al dec l i ne from 
smooth des i g n  to ch rome- l aden g l i tter .  The trend 
peaked in 1 958-59;  a return  to more con servat ive arc h i­
tectu re began  i n  t h e  1 960s.  B u t t h e  E ar l /M i t c h -



1951 Series 62 Coupe deVi l l e  hardtop coupe 

1951 Series 62 convert ib le 

1951 F leetwood Series 60 Specia l  four-door sedan 
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e l l /Hershey/Ross sty l i ng of 1 948 was so g ood that not 
much  face l i ft i n g  w as needed to keep i t  fresh .  As 
M itc he l l  sa i d ,  "a trad i t iona l  look is a lways preserved . I f  
a g ri l l e i s  c h an g ed ,  t h e  ta i l e n d  i s  l eft a lone ;  i f  a f i n i s  
c hanged,  the  g r i l l e i s  n o t  mon keyed w i th . "  

Thro u g h  1 953,  styl i n g  chan ges were fai r ly  m i nor :  a 
new g r i l l e and a one- p i ece w i ndsh ie ld  i n  1 950,  smal l 
aux i l i ary g r i l l es u nder the head l am ps i n  1 95 1 , a w i n g ed 
badge  i n  that spot for 1 952,  " Dagmar" b u m pers and a 
one-pi ece rear w i ndow i n  1 953.  

The model  l i neup d i d n ' t c h ange  much e i ther .  The 62 
seri es, account i n g  for most sales,  com pr ised a fou r­
door sedan ,  coupe, Coupe deV i l le (h ardtop) and 
convert i b le ;  the 60 Spec i a l w as a sed an w ith i ts own 
1 30- i nc h  wheel base (down from 1 33 in 1 949) ; the 75 
l i mousi ne and sedan rode a wheel base of 1 46 .8 i nches.  
The l atter were updated for the f i rst t i me in 1 950 ; d u r i n g  
1 948-49 t h e  sm al ler  Cad i l l acs had new styl i n g ,  b u t  the 
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1952 Series 62 convert ib le 

1952  Ser ies 62 fou r-door sedan 

1953 Series 62 convert ib le  

75 reta i ned prewar l i nes .  Low product ion  prec l uded 
ear l y amort i zat ion  of the prewar d i es .  

The Cad i l l ac 61 , on a short 1 22 - i nch  whee l base, was 
ava i l ab le  i n  1 950-5 1  in sed an or  sedanet (cou pe) fo rm.  
M a n u al s h i ft was stan dard and the 6 1  was pr iced $575 
less than the 62 . Bu t  by 1 952,  the d iv i s ion  no longer  
needed a pr ice leader-sales of  the "stand ard " model  
62 were more than adeq u ate . The 61  wa,s acco rd i n g ly 
d ropped, never to appear ag a i n .  

A featu re at General  M otors i n  1 953 was the u l tra-ex­
pen s ive, M otorama- i n sp i red l i m i ted ed i t i on : B u i ck ' s  
Skyl ark , O l dsmob i le 's  F iesta, and C ad i l l ac ' s  E ldorado.  
O n l y  532 of the l atter were b u i l t ,  l arge ly  because each 
one so ld  for a tower i ng  $7750 . L i ke B u i c k ' s  Sky lark ,  the 
E ldorado featu red a custom i nter io r  and spe c i a l c ut­
down panoram i c  w i nd sh ie l d .  A metal  l i d  covered the 
top when lowered . I t  was i ndeed a str i k i n g  c ar, and i t  
p ref i g u red many styl i n g  feat u res o f  t h e  near futu re. 
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1 953 Fl eetwood Series 60 Specia l  fou r-door sedan 

1953 Ser ies 62 E l dorado convert i ble 

1954 F leetwood Series 75 e ight-passenger sedan 

1954 F leetwood Series 60 Special  fou r-door sedan 

Model year 1 954 saw a major  resty le-longer ,  l ower, 
and w ider cars w i th more power. Wheel bases were 
lengthened throu g hout the l i ne, even  on the Ser ies 
75. Power output on the V8 was up  to 230 bhp .  C ad i l l ac 
reduced the pr ice of an Eldorado to $4738 and made 
more of them-21 50 u n i ts .  Sales doubled for 1 956, 
when the E ldorado l i ne doub led to i nc l ude the Sev i l l e 
cou pe and B i arr i tz conve rt i b le ,  each pr iced at $6556 . 
From 1 955 onwards ,  E ldorados were d i st i nct ive ly sty led 
w i th sharply po i nted f i ns  above rou n d  tai l l i g hts. The 
rest of the l i ne cont i n ued to use the smal l ta i l l i g ht-and-
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1954 Series 62 converti ble 

1955 Ser ies 62 E ldorado convert ible 

1 955 Series 62 Coupe deVil le hardtop coupe 

l 

1956 Ser ies 62 Sedan deV i l l e  hardtop sedan 

f i n  desi g n  that had become a Cad i l l ac trad i t i on .  
D iv i s ion  sales had topped 1 00 ,000 c ars for the f i rst 

t i me i n  1 950, and cont i n ued to i mprove throu g h  the 
m id d le years of the decade. In 1 955 ,  Cad i l l ac so l d  
140 , 777 u n i ts ,  t h e  h i g hest ever .  Even t h i s  was o n l y  a 
temporary p l ateau . Product ion wou ld break 200,000 i n  
the '60s, and 223,000 by 1 969 .  Desp i te momentary c h al ­
lenges-a rev i ta l i zed I m per ia l  i n  1 957 , a c r i sp new l i n ­
co l n  Cont i nenta l  i n  1 96 1 -Cad i l l ac was never real ly  
th reatened as the standard of  the l u x u ry-car wor l d .  
Ne i ther L i nco l n  nor  I m peri a l  ever b u i l t more than 40,000 



1956 Series 62 El dorado Sevi l l e  hardtop coupe 

1 956 Series 62 four-door sedan 

1957 Series 62 E ldorado B iarr itz convertible 

1957 Fleetwood Series 60 Specia l  hardtop sedan 

cars in one  year; at Cad i l l ac ,  that wou ld  be cons idered 
a good q u arter ly output .  

The l i n e  was resty led again for 1 957,  t h i s  t i me i n ­
sp i red b y  t h e  E ldorado Broug h am a n d  Park Avenue  
show cars.  The  product ion 1 957 E ldorado Broug h am 
so ld for a p r i nce ly  $ 1 3 ,074 . One of C ad i l l ac ' s  most 
i n te rest i n g  cars, i t  had descended from the Or leans ,  
Park Avenue ,  and B ro u g h am showmobi les of  1 953-55. 
I t  w as a p i l l ar less sedan wi th  center-ope n i n g  doors and 
a bru shed sta i n l ess-stee l roof-the l atter one of H ar ley 
Ear l ' s  favor ite touches.  The B rou g h am a lso featu red 
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1957 Series 62 El dorado Sev i l l e  hardtop coupe 

1957 E ldorado Brougham hardtop sedan 

1957 Fl eetwood Series 75 n i ne-passenger l i mousi ne 
«, .� 1 'F, •. �. ,1 t ' �', 

1958 Fleetwood Series 60 Special hardtop sedan 

q uad head l ig hts-a fi rst for the i nd u stry,  sh ared wi th  
N ash and L inco ln  that year. 

M ec h an ica l ly ,  the B ro u g h am's  most u n ique  feat u re 
was i ts a i r  suspens ion ,  des ig ned by en g i n eers Lester 
M i l l i ken and Fred Cow i n .  Based on  systems u sed for 
commerc ia l  veh i c les s i nce 1 952 , it emp loyed an a i r  
" sp ri n g "  at each whee l .  T h e  spri n g  cons isted o f  a dome 
ai r chamber,  r u b be r  d i aphragm , and p i stons .  The 
domes were fed by a central  a i  r compressor, and were 
cont i n u a l l y  adj u sted for load and road cond i t ions  by 
v a l v e s  a n d  s o l e n o i d s .  T h ese  d e v i c e s  k e pt  t h e  
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1958 Ser ies 62 E l dorado Sevi l le hardtop cou pe 

Cad i l l ac's futu r ist ic  Cyclone "dream car" from 1959 

1959 E l dorado Brougham hardtop sedan (by P i n i nfar ina ) 

Brou gham level and smoothed i ts r ide .  The system d i f­
fered from those offered opt ional ly  by other G M  d iv i ­
s ions because i t  was an  open arran gement :  i t  took i n  a i r  
from the  outsi de .  

B ut the cost and complex i ty of  a i r suspens ion  proved 
too h i g h  i n  re lat ion  to i ts benefits .  The ai r domes 
leaked , and dealer rep lacements were frequent .  I n  
many Broug hams the system was s i m p ly rooted out i n  
favor o f  convent iona l  co i l spr i ngs .  Fou r  years l ater, a i r  
su spens ion was d ropped . 

The Bro u g ham i tse l f ,  after two years of prod uct ion 
total i n g  704 u n its ,  was completely resty led and fi n al 
assembly  farmed out to P i n i nfari n a  i n  I ta ly .  O n ly 99 
were b u i l t  in 1 959 , 1 0 1 i n  1 960 . 

Sty l i ng  for 1 958 was typical of G M  th at year, and 
amon g  the most g ar i sh ever seen .  The c ars were b i g ,  
heavy, l aden w i t h  br ig htwork ,  a n d  far less memorab le  
t h a n ,  say ,  t he  1 953 E l d o rado o r  t h e  E l do r ado  
Brougham.  Sales were poo r, due  probably to  the 
n at ionwide recess ion rather than the sty l i n g ,  wh ich  
was, after a l l ,  i n  vog ue .  Product ion ,  at 1 21 , 778 u n its ,  
was lower than i t  had been s i n ce 1 954 . The DeV i l le be­
came a 62 su b - ser ies,  p i l l a r  sed ans were temporar i ly 
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1959 Series 62 hardtop coupe 

1959 Series 62 s ix-window hardtop sedan 

1959 E l dorado B iar r i tz convert ible 

e l i m i n ated , and the 62 l i ne  was expanded by a spe c i al 
fou r-door wi th  an extended deck .  

C ad i l l ac ' s  d u rable V8, w h i c h  had been bored o u t  to 
365 c id for 1 956 , was deve lop ing  3 1 0  bhp  by 1 958. A l l  
models that year were ava i l ab le w ith c r u i se contro l ,  
h i g h-pressure coo l i n g  system ,  two-speaker rad i o  wi th 
automat ic  s i g n al -seek i n g ,  and automat ic  par k i n g  brake 
re lease. There was even a spec ia l  show E ldorado wi th  a 
" th i n k i n g "  convert i b le  top that rai sed i tse l f  and the s ide  
w i n dows when a sensor spotted ra i ndrops.  

The resty l i n g  for  1 959 resu lted in  tai l f i ns  of near­
r i d i c u lous proport i ons ,  but there were some suspen­
s ion i mprovements,  a new 390-c id  en g i n e, and better 
power steer i n g .  The l i neup  i n c l uded convert i b les,  h ard­
top two-d oors, and fo u r- and s i x-w i ndow h ardtop se­
dans .  Th i s  was the l ast year for the o l d  75 c h ass is ,  
which was updated in  1 960 . Pr i ces were general ly  
h i g her  than before, w i th 62s at  around $5000 and 
E ldorados go ing for $7400 and up.  B ut Cad i l l ac bu i l t  
1 38 , 000 c ars for c alender 1 959, a fai r i mprovement on  
i ts  1 958 show i n g . 

The l i ne was face l i fted for 1 960, w i th  a more re­
stra i ned look than the chrome- l aden ' 59 .  The g r i l le was 



1960 F leetwood Ser ies 60 Special  hardtop sedan 

1 960 E l dorado B rougham hardtop sedan ( by P in infar ina)  

1 961 F leetwood Series 60 Special hardtop sedan 

c leaner  and the ta i l f i ns  were redu ced i n  he i g ht .  A carry­
over featu re was a cho i ce of roof l i nes on h ardtop se­
d ans  i n  the 62 and DeV i l le ser ies .  P r ices t h rou ghout  the 
l i ne  were not c h an ged from the year before. Nor  were 
there any chan ges i n  mec h an ica l  spec i f i cat ions .  The 
stahd ard h orsepower rat i n g  was st i l l  325 ; the E l dorado 
offered 345 . C ad i l l ac h ad d ropped to 1 0th  p lace in p ro­
d uct ion i n  1 958, but  stayed 1 0th ag a i n i n  1 960 . It wou l d  
cont i n ue t o  ho ld  1 0th  p l ace-an i mpress ive pos i t ion  for 
a l ux u ry m ake-u nt i l 1 965 . M odel year 1 960 was the l ast 
for the l i m i ted-ed i t ion  E ldorado B rou g h am.  M an age­
ment  was a l ready work i ng on a successor that wou l d  
se l l  i n  h i g her n u m bers and WOU ld ,  therefore, b e  more 
prof i tab le .  

I n  1 96 1 , styl i n g  began show i n g  the i n f l uence of 
Wi l l i am M i tchel l ,  who favo red a more ch i se led l ook  
than  H ar ley Earl  and  was not terr i b l y  en amored o f  
c h rome.  The  '61 s were c leaner th an any C ad i l l ac h ad 
bee n i n  years. The g r i l l e was red u ced i n  s ize  to a 
modest g r i d  between the head l i g hts .  The wraparound  
w i ndsh ie ld  was abandoned (except fo r t he  Series 75) ,  
yet M itche l l  contr ived to i mprove v i s i b i l i ty .  The model  
range a l so th i n n ed :  the E ldorado Sev i l l e  was d ropped 
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1961  Ser ies 62 hardtop coupe 

I 

1962 s ix-window Sedan deV i l l e  hardtop sedan 

1963 four-wi ndow Sedan deV i l l e  hardtop sedan 

a long w i th the B rougham .  The so le rem ai n i n g  E ldorado 
was the B i arr i tz convert ib le ,  but the '61 ed i t ion  used the 
standard 325-b h p  eng i ne .  

At  Genera l  M otors,  the ear ly  '60s was a per iod  of l i tt le  
styl i n g  c h an g e :  the corporat ion  h ad fou n d  what i t  
wanted and was ho l d i n g  on to  i t .  Pred ictab ly ,  Cad i l l ac 
chan ged l i tt le  for '62 .  Tai l f i ns  were lowered , and 
corne r i ng  l i g h ts were added to the front  fender .  Deta i l  
t r i m c h an ges i n c l uded a sl i g ht ly  fl ash ie r  g r i l l e  and  a 
t h i n  br i g h t metal mo l d i ng low on the bodys ides .  The 
roof l i n e, was sq u ared off on  some model s ;  bac k u p, turn ,  
and stop l i g hts were com bi ned in  pane ls  that showed 
wh ite in the d ay l i g ht .  New models  were the 62 Town 
Sed an and the DeV i l le Park Ave n u e, a pa i r  of short­
deck fou r-door h ardtops. The e n g i n e  rem ai ned u n­
changed , but  a new d u al brak i n g  system appeared w i th 
separate fron t  and rear hyd rau l i c  l i nes .  Cad i l l ac p ro­
d uced about 1 60 ,000 cars ,  some 23 ,000 more than the 
prev ious  year.  

The long-ru n n i n g  V8 was rev i sed for 1 963 for the f i rst 
t ime i n  1 4  years. D isp l acement ,  bore, and stroke were 
u nc h an ged,  as were va lves,  rocker arms, cy l i nder  
heads, and  con nect i n g  rods .  B ut everyt h i n g  e lse w as 

53 



Cadillac 

d i fferent .  The new block was st i ffer, but 50 pou nds 
l i ghte r, than its predecessor. There was a l i ghter ,  
stronger  cran ksh aft. Accessory mou n t i n g  points were 
relocated for i m proved access i b i l i ty .  The reworked 
eng i ne added l i t t le to Cad i l l ac 's  a l ready top-c l ass per­
form ance, but i t  was smoother and q u i eter by far. And 
performance was al ready of a h i g h  order .  The 1 963 
models  wou ld  reach 1 1 5- 1 20 mph ,  do 0 to 60 mph i n  1 0  
seconds and 0 to 80 mph i n  1 6  seconds ,  and return 
about 14 m i les per ga l lon .  M ost i m p ressive was the i r 
near-s i lence at h i g h  speed-many testers he ld  them 
su peri o r  to Rol l s-Royce in t h i s  respect .  

The 1 963 model  was,  general ly ,  a departure f rom re­
cent styl i n g  t rad i t ions .  The f i ns were st i l l  there, but  
lower than ever ;  a b u l k i e r  fu l l -w idth g r i l l e contai ned 
park i n g  l i g hts bu i l t i n to g r i l le  extens ions  u nder the 
head lamps. New body pane ls  and side mo ld i ngs  c re­
ated a more sl ab-s i ded look than past mode ls .  The rear 

1 964 Fleetwood E ldorado Biarritz convertible 

1964 Ser ies 62 hardtop cou pe 

1 964 F l eetwood Series 75 n i ne-passenger l i mousine 
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end was more massive,  w i th e longated vert ica l  ta i l l i g ht 
and bac k u p  l i g ht hou s i n g s. 

Pr ices rose on ly s l i g ht ly i n  1 963,  and Cad i l l ac re­
ma i ned an exce l len t  buy fo r the money. Stan d ard 
eq u i pm e n t  i n c l u d ed H y d r a- M at i c ,  power  stee r i n g , 
power brakes, heater ,  remote-control  outs ide m i r ror ,  
and bac k u p  l i g hts.  A s i x-way power seat became stan­
d ard on E ldorado ;  power wrndows were stand ard on al l 
mode ls  except 62 sedans and coupes. Even  power vent 
w i n dows were offered . The spec i f i cat ions  i nc l uded 
se l f-adj ust i ng  brakes, corner i n g  l i g hts ,  an d tu rn  s ig n al 
i n d icators atop the front fen ders .  Remarkably ,  the 62 
st i l l  cost as l i tt l e  as $5026 . Even the E ldorado B i ar r i tz 
was o n ly $6608 . Prod uct ion topped 1 64 ,000 i n  c alen d ar 
1 963. 

Rev is ions  were m i no r  for '64. New, lower ta i l f i n s-the 
l ast true Cad i l lac f i n s-created an u n broken be l t l i n e, 
accentu at i n g  length .  There was a body-co lo r  hor izontal 

1965 Cala is  hardtop coupe 

1965 Fleetwood El dorado converti ble 

1965 Sedan deV i l l e  hardtop sedan 



g r i l l e  d iv ider  bar ,  and new ta i l l amp hou s i n g s  wi th  the 
usu al assortment of red and wh ite l i g hts .  Cad i l l ac ' s  
new Comfort- Control  heat i n g /a i r-cond i t ion i n g  system 
mai nta i ned a set tem peratu re reg ard less of outs ide 
cond i t ions .  I t  has been on the Cad i l l ac opt ions sheet 
eve r si n ce .  Sales were around 1 65,000, s l i g ht ly h i g her 
than 1 963 and st i l l  g ood for 1 0th  p lace in the i n d u stry. 

C ad i l l ac had a reso u n d i n g  year in 1 965,  prod u c i n g  
c lose to 200 ,000 cars .  B u t  i t  was a ban ner  year for the 
rest of the i n d u stry too ,  and even th is  output was o n ly 
good for 1 1  th p lace.  The Ser i es 62 ,  w h i c h  h ad been 
aro u n d  s i n ce 1 940,  w as f i na l l y  put to rest ; i ts p l ace w as 
taken by the Ca la i s .  DeV i l le ,  E ldorado,  60 Spec i a l ,  and 
75 were cont i n ued . The l ast t h ree comprised the Fleet­
wood ser ies .  Each  bore F leetwood n amep lates, a 
wreath-and-crest med al l io n ,  broad b r i gh t  rocker pane l  
and  rear q u arter mo ld i n g s, and  rectang u l ar pattern rear 
app l iq ues .  A new Fleetwood B rou g h am offered a v i ny l  

1 966 F leetwood Seventy - F i ve l i mousine 

1966 Coupe deVi l l e  hardtop coupe 

1966 F l eetwood Brougham fou r-door sedan 
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roof w i th  " B rougham" scr i pt on the rear roof p i l l ars .  
The m ajor  sty l i n g  change for  1 965 was a longer, 

l ower si l houette and the d i sappearance of ta i l f i n s . The 
60 Spec i a l reg a i ned i ts c u stomary 1 33- i n c h  wheel base, 
after us i n g  the stand ard 1 29 .5 - i nch-whee l base c h ass is  
from 1 959.  Rear  styl i n g  cons isted of a stra ight  b u m per 
and vert i ca l  l amp c l u sters. There was a n ew f l u sh-top 
contour  on the rear q u arter pane ls ,  and c u rved-g lass 
s ide  w i ndows. Horsepower was now up to 340 bhp,  g iv­
i n g  Cad i l l ac the h i g hest power-to-wei g ht rat io  i n  the 
i ndust ry .  On  a l l  models  except the 75 there was dual  d riv­
i n g  ran g e  Turbo Hydra- M at i c  and  a per i meter-type 
frame. A l l  C ad i l l acs  featu red a son ic al l y  bal anced ex­
h au st system .  Pr ices were st i l l  remarkably stab le .  
They'd r i sen o n l y  a few do l l ars s i n ce 1 96 1 . 

I n  1 966, Cad i  l I ac had i ts f i rst 200 ,000-car year. For the 
J an u ary- December per iod , 205 ,00 1  were assembled .  
The 1 966 was a m i l d  face l i ft of  the '65 desi g n ,  w i th  new 
front  bu m per ,  new g r i l le ,  and i nteg rated vert ical ta i l ­
l i g ht hous i n g s . The per i meter frame was now adopted 
for the 75,  w h i c h  was fu l l y  resty led for the f i rst t ime 
s i nce 1 959 . Var iab le-rat io  power steer i n g ,  wh ich  pro­
v ided max imum ass ist at low speed and m i n i m u m  at 
c ru i s ing  speed , was i nt roduced for a l l  models. Another  
new opt ion  was c arbon-c loth seat heat i n g  pads .  The 
F leetwood Broug ham moved u p  one  step by adopt i n g  
t h e  1 33- i n c h  6 0  Spec i al whee l b ase;  i t  was more 
l u x u r i ous ly  tr i m med , and pr i ced about $320 h i g her .  

M an agement c h an g es occu rred rap i d l y  in 1 965-66 . 
C h ief eng i neer Fred Arno ld  ret i red i n  1 965 , after a l o n g  
a n d  r i ch  c areer ,  succeeded b y  Car leton A .  R asmussen . 
The fo l low i n g  year saw general  manager  H aro ld  G .  
Warn er ret i re i n  favor of Ken neth N .  Scott. Scott was re­
p laced s ix  months l ater by Ca lv in  J .  Werner ,  who re­
mai ned g eneral  m an ager  u nt i l 1 969 . In J u ly of t h at year, 
he was re l ieved by Georg e R .  E lges .  

The new front-whee l -d r ive E ldorado of 1 967 was the 
most s i g n i f icant  s i n g l e  Cad i l l ac model  of the '60s. 
B ased on  the O ldsmob i le  Toro n ado,  wh ich  h ad ap­
peared the year  before, it was a new con cept i n  the l u x­
u ry f i e ld .  Front  d r ive g ave i t  ou tstand i ng road ab i l i ty ;  B i l l  
M i tc he l l g ave i t  magn i f icent  styl i n g .  I n  market or ienta­
t ion , i t  was the  long-awaited rep l acement for the 
1 957-60 E ldorado B roug ham.  S i x  years of c arefu l p l an­
n i ng and research were beh i n d  i t .  

The E ldorado p roject began W i th a 1 959 styl i n g  exer­
c i se c0ge-n amed XP-727 , w h i ch u n derwent  several  re­
th i n ks d u r i n g  1 960-62.  By ear ly 1 962,  i t  was dec ided 
that fron t-wheel d r ive wou l d  be used , and p rototypes 
deve loped w i th  that cons i derat ion  i n  m i n d .  For awh i le ,  
Cad i l l ac cons idered c al l i ng the new c ar LaSal le ,  but  
u l t imate ly  p i cked E l dorado, a more cu rrent n ame w i th 
g reater pu b l i c  recog n i t io n .  C l ay model  X P-825,  wi th  
razor-ed g ed l i nes and a formal  roofl i n e ,  was the d i rect 
p redecessor of the prod u ct ion  front-d r ive E ldorado .  

Compared w ith the  Toron ado,  the new E ldorado ' s  
1 967 i ntrod uct ion was,  i n  typ ica l  C ad i l l ac fash ion ,  very 
low-key.  Cad i l l ac prefe rred i t  that way,  and i t  u sed the 
extra lead t i me to m ake some i m p rovements on the 
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Toron ado package .  The E ldorado rode bette r than the 
Toronado, yet i t  hand led at least as wel l .  I ts front sus­
pens ion cons isted of torsion bars, A-arms,  and te le­
scopic shocks ;  rear su spen s ion was by sem i -e l l i pt ic  
leaf spr i n gs wi th  fou r  shock absorbers-two hor izonta l , 
two ve rt i cal . The chassi s featu red self- level i n g control 
and rad ia l l y  vented cal i per  front d i sc brakes. 

On i ts own re lat ive ly compact 1 20- inch whee lbase , 
the Eldorado so ld for $6277. Cad i l l ac ,  orchestrat i ng  i ts 
debut with trad it ional  prec is ion ,  targeted the car for ten 
percent of total product ion ,  or  about 20,000 u n i ts .  The 
actual  1 967 model year f igure was 1 7 ,930. Sales held at 
over 23,000 i n  1 968 , 1 969 , and 1 970 . The E ldorado 
qu ick ly became establ i shed as a tech no log ica l  tou r  de 
force-the u l t i m ate C ad i l l ac .  And, u n l i ke the E ldorado 
B rougham before i t , i t  made money from the d ay 
i t  appeared . 

The remai nder of the 1 967 l i ne was broken down i n to 

1967 F leetwood E ldorado hardtop cou pe 

1967 F leetwood Brougham four-door sedan 

1967 Coupe deVi l le hardtop cou pe 
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the usua l  Ca la is ,  DeV i l le ,  and F leetwood ser i es .  Front 
ends were rev i sed and g iven a fo rward- rake g r i l le  and 
fenders .  L i ne-w i de features were mylar p r i n ted c i rcu i ts 
for the i nstrument pan e l ,  automat i c  level contro l  (stan­
dard on a l l  F leetwoods) , cru i se contro l ,  and t i l t  steer i ng  
whee l .  Bo lstered by  the  new E ldorado, Cad i l l ac b u i l t 
2 1 3 , 1 6 1  cars for the ca lendar year .  

I n  1 968, the focus  was o n  the eng i ne ag ai n :  a n  a l l ­
new 472-c id  V8 w i t h  375 bhp .  Desi g ned around  govern­
ment e m i ss ion  control req u i rements, the 472 was exten­
s ive ly  proven ,  ru n n i n g  the equ iva lent  of 500 ,000 m i les 
in l aboratory test i n g .  Other mechan ic al featu res for '68 
were h idden w i ndsh ie ld  w i pers and several new safety 
dev i ces, most mandated by the government .  

M ajor  styl i n g  c h an ges for the 1 968 E ldorado were a 
new g ri l i e ,  longer  hood , s ide  marker l i g hts ,  and l arger 
tai l l i g hts .  O�her mode ls  were a lso g iven a longer  hood , 
a long wi th  a rev i sed g r i l l e and a tru n k l i d  des ig ned to i n -

1968 DeVi l l e  converti ble 

1968 Hardtop Sedan deVi l le hardtop sedan 

1968 Fleetwood E ldorado ha rdtop coupe 



crease cargo capac i ty .  The new en g i n e was not as 
econom i cal  as the o ld  one ,  but i t  was c apable of pro­
pel l i n g  a Coupe deV i l le from 0 to 1 00 mph i n  
27 .8 seconds .  

In  1 969 , Cad i l l ac broke back i n to the top ten p ro­
d ucers w i th  a record 266 ,798 u n its for the ca lendar 
year .  I t  passed both C h rysler and Amer i can Motors, 
mov i n g  i n to n i n th p l ace .  The E ldorado 's  front end w as 
revi sed , i ts head l i g hts no  longer  h i dden as i n  1 967-68 . 
The other mode l s  were com plete ly  resty led ,  w i th  a new 
body and squarer roofl i ne .  H ead l am ps were now hor i ­
zonta l  i n stead of  vert i ca l .  Par k i n g  l i g h ts w rapped 
arou nd at the front ,  the g r i l l e was new, and the hood 
was longer .  A somew h at u n popu l ar c h ange  was the 
e l i m i nat ion  of front vent w i ndows.  Pr ices ranged from 
j u st over $5400 for the Ca la is  to wel l over $ 1 0 ,000 for 
the 75 l i mous i ne .  

E ldorado h ad a new e n g i n e  for 1 970 , and a badge 

El dorado Biarritz Town Coupe show car, 1968 

1969 F leetwood E ldorado hardtop coupe 

1969 F l eetwood Brougham four-door sedan 
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read i n g "8 .2  l i tres" (500 c u b i c  i n c hes) to prove i t .  The 
l arg est prod u ct i on-car  eng i ne in  the wor ld ,  i t  developed 
400 bhp and 550 pou n ds-feet of torque .  Other models  
reta i ned the 472 V8 w i th  375 bhp .  New mechan ical fea­
tu res i n c l uded i n tegra l  stee r i n g  k n u c k le ,  b i as-p ly  f i be r­
g l ass-be l ted t i res, a rad i o  anten n a  i m bedded i n  the 
w i ndsh i e l d ,  and more safety featu res . A l l  Cad i l l acs now 
came equ i pped w ith energy-absorbi n g  stee r i ng  co l ­
umn,  pushbutton seatbe l t  buc k les, shou lder h arnesses, 
head restra i n ts ,  h az ard fl ashers,  fo l d i n g  front seatback 
l atc hes,  bac k u p  l i g hts ,  s ide marker l i g hts ,  and reflec­
tors.  Cad i l l ac offered an ant i -theft i g n i t i on  key warn i n g  
buzzer, and ant i -theft stee r i ng c o l u m n /trans m i ss ion 
lock w i th  starter sw i tc h .  

Sty lew i se,  t h e  major  c h an ges for 1 970 were a new 
g ri l le  w i th b r igh t  vert i cal accents over a c ross-h atch 
pattern ,  new hor i zonta l  c h rome tr i m  on par k i n g  l i g hts ,  
w i nged c rests i n stead of "Vs"  on h oods of the DeV i l le 

1969 Coupe deV i l l e  hardtop coupe 

1970 Coupe deV i l l e  hardtop coupe 

1970 Hardtop Sedan deV i l l e  hardtop sedan 
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and Cala is ,  and new tai l l amps.  The E ldorado g r i l l e was 
n arrower and separate from the head l am ps,  w h i l e  i ts 
tai l l amps were more slender than in 1 969 . 

Cad i l l ac ' s  performance was d i sappo in t i ng  i n  1 970 . 
Calendar year output dropped ove r 1 00 ,000 u n  i ts ,  put-

Cad i l l ac Specificat ions 
1 940 
Series 62 (wb 1 29.0) Wght Price Prod 

62 1 9  sdn 4d 4,065 1 , 745 4,302 
6227 cpe 2-4P 3,975 1 ,685 1 ,322 
6229 conv sdn 4,265 2 , 1 95 75 
6267 conv cpe 4,080 1 , 795 200 
62 chassis 
Series 60 Special (wb 1 27.0) 

60 1 9F division sdn 4, 1 1 0  2,230 1 1 0  
60 1 9S sdn 4d 4,070 2,090 4,472 
6053LB town car-leather back 4,365 3,820 6 
6053MB town car-metal back 4,365 3,465 9 
Series 72 (wb 1 38.0) 

72 1 9  sdn 4d 4,670 2,670 455 
72 1 9F div ision sdn 4,7 1 0  2,740 1 00 
7223 sdn 4d, 7P 4,700 2 ,785 305 
7223L l ivery sdn 7P 4,700 2,690 25 
7233 imperial sdn 7P 4,740 2 ,91 5 292 
7233F formal sdn 7P 4,780 3,695 20 
7233L livery imp sdn 7P 4,740 2,825 36 
7259 formal sdn 4,670 3,695 1 8  
72 comm chassis (wb 1 65.0) 275 
Series 75 (wb 1 4 1 .3) 

75 1 9  sdn 4d 4,900 2,995 1 55 
74 1 9F division sdn 4,940 3 , 1 55 25 
7523 sdn 4d, 7P 4 ,930 3,2 1 0  1 66 
7529 conv sdn 7P, TIB 5 , 1 1 0  3,945 45 
7533 imperial sdn 7P 4,970 3,360 338 
7533F formal sdn 7P 4,970 3,995 42 
7539 town sdn 4,935 3,635 1 4  
7553 town car 7P 5 , 1 95 5 , 1 1 5  1 4  
7557 cpe 2-4P 4,785 3,280 1 5  
7557B cpe 4,8 1 0  3,380 1 2  
7559 formal sdn, T IB 4,900 3,995 48 
7567 con v cpe 4,9 1 5  3,380 30 
75 chassis 3 
75 comm chassis (wb 1 61 .0) 52 
Sixteen (wb 1 4 1 .3) 

90 1 9  sdn 4d 5, 1 90 5, 1 40 4 
9023 sdn 4d , 7P 5,2 1 5  5,270 4 
9029 conv sdn, TIB 5,265 6,000 2 
9033 imperial sdn 7P 5,260 5,420 20 
9033F formal sdn 7P, TIB 5,260 6,055 20 
9039 town sdn, TIB 5,220 5,695 1 
9053 town car 7P, T IB 5,330 7, 1 75 2 
9057 cpe 2-4P 4,830 5,340 2 
9057B cpe 4,930 5,440 1 
9059 formal sdn, TIB 5, 1 90 6,055 2 
9067 conv cpe 2-4P 4,970 5,440 2 
90 chassis 1 
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t i n g  the d i v i s ion  bac k i n  1 1  th p l ace beh i n d  C h rysler and 
AMC. St i l l ,  Cad i l l ac had out-prod uced L inco ln  3- 1 and 
I mperi al 1 5- 1  in  a year that had been general ly  q u iet for 
the i ndustry as a who le .  As before, Cad i l l ac re ig ned 
su preme as Amer ica 's  n u m ber-one l u x u ry c ar .  

1 940 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

V8, 346 .0 3 .50 x4 .50 1 35 S-62 , 60S 
V8, 346 .0 3 .50 x 4 .50 1 40 S-72, 75 
V 1 6 , 43 1 .0 3.25 x 3 .25 1 85 S-Sixteen 

1 941 
Series 61  (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 

6 1 09 sdn 4d 4,065 1 ,445 1 0,925 
6 1 090 del  sdn 4d 4,085 1 ,535 3,495 
6 1 27 cpe 3,985 1 ,345 1 1 ,8 1 2 
6 1 270 del  cpe 4,005 1 ,435 3,01 5 
6 1  chassis 3 
Series 62 (wb 1 26.0) 

62 1 9  sdn 4d 4,030 1 ,495 8,0 1 2  
62 1 90 del sdn 4d 4,050 1 ,585 7,850 
6227 cpe 2-4P 3,950 1 ,420 1 ,985 
62270 del cpe 2-4P 3,970 1 ,5 1 0  1 ,900 
62290 conv sdn 4,230 1 ,965 400 
62670 conv cpe 4,055 1 ,645 3, 1 00 
62 chassis 4 
62 comm chassis (wb 1 63.0) 1 ,475 
Series 63 (wb 1 26.0) 

63 1 9  sdn 4d 4, 1 40 1 ,695 5,050 
Series 60 Special  (wb 1 26.0) 

601 9  sdn 4d 4,230 2, 1 95 3,878 
601 9F d ivision sdn 4,290 2 ,345 220 
6053LB town car 4,485 
60 chassis 
Series 67 (wb 1 38.0) 

671 9  sdn 4d 4,555 2,595 3 1 5  
671 9F d ivision sdn 4,6 1 5  2 ,745 95 
6723 sdn 4d, 7P 4,630 2 ,735 280 
6733 imperial sdn 7P 4,705 2,890 2 1 0  
Series 7 5  (wb 1 36.0) 

75 1 9  sdn 4d 4,750 2,995 422 
751 9F divis ion sdn 4 ,8 1 0  3 , 1 50 1 32 
7523 sdn 4d, 7P 4,800 3 , 1 40 405 
7523L business sdn 9P 4,750 2,895 54 
7533 imperial sdn 7P  4,860 3,295 757 
7533F formal sdn 7P 4,9 1 5  4,045 98 
7533L business imperial sdn 7P 4,8 1 0  3,050 6 
7559 formal sdn 4,900 3,920 75 
75 chassis 5 
75 comm chassis (wb 1 63.0) 1 50 
1 94 1  Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 346.0 3 .50 x 4.50 1 50 S-all 
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1 942 Wght Price Prod 

Series 61 (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 6 1 09 sdn 4d 4 , 1 65 2,324 5 , 1 60 
6 1 07 c lub cpe 4,035 1 ,450 2,482 Series 62 (wb 1 29.0) 
6 1 09 sdn 4d 4 , 1 1 5  1 ,530 3,2 1 8  
Series 6 2  (wb 1 29.0) 

6207 club cpe 4 , 1 45 2 ,446 7,245 
6267 conv cpe 4 ,455 2,902 6, 755 

6207 club cpe 4 , 1 05 1 ,545 5 1 5 6269 sdn 4d 4 ,235 2 ,523 25,834 
62070 club cpe 4 , 1 25 1 ,630 530 62 chassis 1 
62670 conv cpe 4 ,365 1 ,880 308 Series 60 Special  (wb 1 33 .0) 
6269 sdn 4d 4 , 1 85 1 ,630 1 ,780 
62690 sdn 4d 4 ,205 1 ,705 1 ,827 6069 sdn 4d 4,370 3 , 1 95 8 ,500 
Series 63 (wb 1 26.0) Series 75 (wb 1 36.0) 

63 1 9  sdn 4d 4 , 1 1 5  1 ,745 1 ,750 75 1 9  sdn 4d 4,875 4,471 300 
Series 60 Special (wb 1 33 .0) 

7523 sdn 4d , 7P 4,895 4,686 890 
7523L business sdn 9P 4,790 4 ,368 1 35 

6069 sdn 4d 4,3 1 0  2,265 1 ,684 7533 imperial sdn 7P 4,930 4,887 1 ,005 
6069F div ision sdn 4,365 2 ,41 5 1 90 7533L business imperial sdn 9P 4,800 4 ,560 80 
60 chassis 1 75 chassis 3 
Series 67 (wb 1 38.0) 

75 comm & bus chassis (wb 1 63.0) 2 ,623 

67 1 9  sdn 4d 4,605 2,700 200 1 947 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity 

671 9F divis ion sdn 4,665 2,845 50 V8, 346 .0 3 . 50 x 4 . 50 1 50 S-all 
6723 sdn 7P 4,680 2,845 260 
6733 imperial sdn 7P 4,755 2,995 1 90 
Series 75 (wb 1 36.0) 1 948 
75 1 9  sdn 4d 4,750 3,080 205 Series 6 1  (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 
75 1 9F d ivis ion sdn 4 ,8 1 0  3,230 65 
7523 sdn 4d, 7P 4,800 3,230 225 6 1 07 club cpe 4 ,068 2 ,728 3,521 
7523L business sdn 9P 4,750 2 ,935 29 6 1 69 sdn 4d 4 , 1 50 2 ,833 5 ,081 
7533 imperial sdn 7P 4,860 3,375 430 6 1  chassis 1 
7533F formal sdn 7P 4,9 i 5  4,2 1 5  80 Series 62 (wb 1 26.0) 
7533L business imperial sdn 9P 4,860 3,080 6 6207 club cpe 7559 formal sdn 4,900 4,060 60 4 , 1 25 2 ,9 1 2  4 ,764 
75 chassis 1 6267 conv cpe 4,449 3,442 5,450 
75 comm chassis (wb 1 63.0) 425 6259 sdn 4d 4, 1 79 2,996 23,997 

62 chassis 2 
1 942 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

Series 60 Special (wb 1 33 .0) 
V8, 346 .0 3 . 50 x 4 .50 1 50 S-all 6069 sdn 4d 4 ,356 3 ,820 6,561 

1 946 Series 75 (wb 1 36.0) 

Series 61  (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 
75 1 9  sdn 4d 4 ,875 4,779 225 
7523 sdn 4d, 7P 4,878 4 ,999 499 

6 1 07 club cpe 4 , 1 45 2,052 800 7523L business sdn 9P 4 ,780 4 ,679 90 
6 1 09 sdn 4d 4,225 2, 1 76 2 ,200 7533 imperial sdn 7P 4 ,959 5, 1 99 382 
6 1  chassis 1 7533L bus imperial sdn 9P 64 
Series 62 (wb 1 29.0) 75 chassis 2 

75 comm chassis (wb 1 63.0) 2,067 
6207 club cpe 4 ,2 1 5  2 ,284 2,323 

1 948 Engine 62670 conv cpe 4,475 2,556 1 ,342 bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

6269 sdn 4d 4 ,295 2,359 1 4 ,900 V8, 346.0 3 .50 x 4 .50 1 50 S-all 
62 chassis 1 
Series 60 Special  (wb 1 33 .0) 

6069 sdn 4d 4,420 3,095 5,700 1 949 
Series 75 (wb 1 36.0) 

Series 61  (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 
751 9  sdn 4d 4,860 4,298 1 50 6 1 07 club cpe 3,838 2 ,788 7523 sdn 4d, 7P 4,905 4 ,475 225 6,409 
7523L business sdn 9P 4,920 4, 1 53 22 6 1 69 sdn 4d 3 ,91 5 � ,893 1 5 ,738 
7533 imperial sdn 7P 4,925 4,669 221 6 1  chassis 1 
7533L business imperial sdn 9P 4 ,925 4,346 1 7  Series 62 (wb 1 26.0) 
75 comm chassis (wb 1 63.0) 1 ,292 6207 club cpe 3,862 2,966 7,5 1 5  
1 946 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity 6237 Coupe de Vil le htp cpe 4,033 3,497 2 , 1 50 
VB, 346.0 3.50 x 4.50 1 50 S-all 6267 conv cpe 4,2 1 8  3 ,442 8,000 

6269 sdn 4d 3,956 3 ,050 37,977 

1 947 
62 chassis 1 
Series 60 Special (wb 1 33.0) 

Series 61  (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 6037 Coupe de Vil le htp cpe 4,200 exp 1 
6 1 07 club cpe 4 ,080 2.200 3.395 6069 sdn 4d 4 , 1 29 3 ,828 1 1 ,399 
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Series 75 (wb 1 36.0) Wght Price Prod 

75 1 9  sdn 4d 4,579 4 ,750 220 62370 Coupe de Vi l le htp cpe 4,203 4,0 1 3  1 1 , 1 65 
7523 sdn 4d, 7P 4,626 4 ,970 595 6267 cony cpe 4,4 1 6  4 , 1 63 6,400 
7523L business sdn 9P 4,522 4,650 35 Series 60 Special (wb 1 30.0) 
7533 imperial sdn 7P 4,648 5 , 1 70 626 
7533L business imperial sdn 9P 4,573 4,839 25 60 1 9  sdn 4d 4,255 4,323 1 6, 1 1 0  
75 chassis 1 Series 75 (wb 1 46.8) 
86 comm chassis (wb 1 63.0)  1 ,861 

7523 sdn 4d, 8P 4,698 5,428 1 ,400 
1 949 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 7533 imperial sdn 8P 4,733 5,643 800 
V8, 331 .0  3 .81  x 3. 63 1 60 S-all 8680S comm chassis (wb 1 57.0) 1 ,694 

1 952 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity 

V8, 331 .0 3.81 x 3 .63 1 90 S-all 
1 950 
Series 61  (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 

6 1 37 club cpe 3,829 2,761 1 1 ,839 
1 953 6 1 69 sdn 4d 3,822 2,866 1 4 ,93 1  

6 1  chassis 2 Series 62 (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 

Series 62 (wb 1 26.0) 62 1 9  sdn 4d 4,225 3,666 47,640 
62 1 9  sdn 4d 4,01 2 3,234 41 ,890 6237 cpe 4 ,320 3,571 1 4,353 
6237 club cpe 3,993 3, 1 50 6,434 62370 Coupe de Vil le htp cpe 4 ,320 3,995 1 4,550 
62370 Coupe de Vi l le htp cpe 4,074 3,523 4,507 6267 cony cpe 4,500 4 , 1 44 8,367 
6267 conv cpe 4,3 1 6  3,654 6,986 6267S Eldorado conv cpe 4,800 7,750 532 
62 chassis 1 62 chassis 4 

Series 60 Special (wb 1 30.0) . Series 60 Special (wb 1 30.0) 

601 9  sdn 4d 4 , 1 36 3,797 1 3,755 601 9 sdn 4d 4,4 1 5 4,305 20,000 

Series 75 (wb 1 46.8) Series 75 (wb 1 46.8) 

7523 sdn 4d , 7P 4,555 4,770 7 1 6  7523 sdn 4d , 8P 4 ,830 5 ,408 1 ,435 
7523L business sdn 9P 4,235 exp 1 7533 imperial sdn 8P 4,850 5 ,62 1 765 
7533 imperial sdn 7P 4,586 4,959 743 8680S comm chassis (wb 1 57.0)  2,005 
86 comm chassis (wb 1 57.0) 2,052 1 953 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 
1 950 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity V8, 331 .0 3 .8 1  x 3 .63 2 1 0  S-all 
V8, 33 1 .0 3 .81  x 3.63 1 60 S-all 

1 954 
1 95 1  Series 6 2  (wb 1 29.0) Wght Price Prod 
Series 61 (wb 1 22 .0) Wght Price Prod 62 1 9  sdn 4d 4,370 3,933 34,252 
6 1 37 club cpe 3,829 2 ,8 1 0  2,400 621 9S DeVille htp sdn proto 1 
6 1 69 sdn 4d 3,827 2,9 1 7  2,300 6237 htp cpe 4,365 3,838 1 7,460 
Series 62 (wb 1 26.0) 

62370 Coupe de Vi l le htp cpe 4,405 4,261 1 7, 1 70 
6267 conv cpe 4,6 1 0  4,404 6,3 1 0  

621 9  sdn 4d 4,062 3,528 55,352 6267S Eldorado conv cpe 4,8 1 5 4 ,738 2, 1 50 
6237 cpe 4,08 1  3,436 1 0, 1 32 62 chassis 1 
62370 Coupe De Ville htp cpe 4, 1 56 3 ,843 1 0,241 Series 60 Special (wb 1 33.0) 6267 conv cpe 4,377 3,987 6 , 1 1 7  
62- 1 26 chassis 2 60 1 9  sdn 4d 4,500 4,863 1 6,200 
Series 60 Special (wb 1 30.0) Series 75 (wb 1 49.8) 

601 9 sdn 4d 4,234 4, 1 42 1 8,631 7523 sdn 4d, 8P 5,055 5 ,875 889 
Series 75 (wb 1 46.8) 

7533 imperial sdn 8P 5 , 1 05 6,090 6 1 1 
8680S comm chassis (wb 1 58.0) 1 ,635 

7523 sdn 4d, 8P 4,62 1 5,200 1 ,090 1 954 Engine bore x stroke 7523L business sdn 9P 4,300 exp 30 bhp availabil ity 

7533 imperial sdn 8P 4,652 5,405 1 ,085 V8, 331 .0  3 .81  x 3.63 230 S-all 
86 comm chassis (wb 1 57.0) 2,960 
1 951  Engine bore x stroke bhp avai lability 

V8, 331 .0 3.81 x 3.63 1 60 S-all 1 955 
Series 62 (wb 1 29.0) Wght Price Prod 

1 952 
62 1 9  sdn 4d 4,370 3 ,977 45,300 
6237 htp cpe 4,358 3,882 27,879 

Series 62 (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 
62370 Coupe de Ville htp cpe 4,424 4,305 33,300 
6267 cony cpe 4,627 4,448 8, 1 50 

62 1 9  sdn 4d 4, 1 40 3 ,684 42,625 6267S Eldorado cony cpe 4,809 6,286 3 ,950 
6237 cpe 4 , 1 73 3,587 1 0,065 62 chassis 7 
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Series 60 Special (wb 1 33.0) Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

60 1 9  sdn 4d 4,540 4,728 1 8 ,300 62370 Coupe de Vi l le htp cpe 4 ,705 5,25 1 1 8 ,4 14  
Series 75 (wb 1 49.8) 6237S E ldorado Sevi l le htp cpe 4,9 1 0  7 ,500 855 

6239 htp sdn 4,675 4,891 1 3 ,335 
7523 sdn 4d, 8P 5,020 6, 1 87 1 ,075 6239E htp sdn (ext. deck) 4,770 5,079 20,952 
7533 l imo 8P 5 , 1 1 3  6,402 841 6239 Sedan de Vil le htp sdn 4,855 5,497 23,989 
8680S comm chassis (wb 1 58.0 1 ,975 6267 conv cpe 4,856 5,454 7 ,825 
1 955 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 6267S Eldorado Biarritz conv cpe 5,070 7,500 8 1 5  

62 chassis & exp sdn 206 
V8, 33 1 .0 3 .81  x 3 .63 250 S-62 , 60S, 75 

Series 60 Special  (wb 1 33 .0) V8, 33 1 .0 3 .81  x 3.63 270 S-Eldorado 
6039 htp sdn 4,930 6,232 1 2 ,900 
Series 70 Eldorado Brougham (wb 1 26.0) 

1 956 7059 htp sdn 5 ,3 1 5  1 3,074 304 
Series 62 (wb 1 29.0) Wght Price Prod Series 75 (wb 1 49.8) 

62 1 9  sdn 4d 4 ,430 4,296 26,666 7523 sdn 4d, 9P 5,360 8,460 802 
6237 htp cpe 4,420 4,201 26,649 7533 limo 9P 5 ,425 8,675 730 
62370 Coupe de Ville htp cpe 4,445 4,624 24,086 8680S comm chassis (wb 1 56 .0) 1 ,9 1 5 
6237S E ldorado Sevil le htp cpe 4,665 6,556 3,900 

1 958 Engine bore x stroke 62390 Sedan de Ville htp cpe 4 ,550 4 ,753 4 1 ,732 bhp availabil ity 

6267 conv cpe 4,645 4,766 8,300 V8, 365 .0  4 .00 x 3 .63 3 1 0  S-al l  
6267S Eldorado Biarritz conv cpe 4,880 6,556 2, 1 50 
62 chassis 1 9  
Series 60 Special (wb 1 33.0) 1 959 
601 9 sdn 4d 4,6 1 0  5,047 1 7,000 Series 62 (wb 1 30.0) Wght Price Prod 
Series 75 (wb 1 49.8) 6229 htp sdn 6W 4,770 5 ,080 23,461 
7523 sdn 4d, 8P 5,050 6,61 3 1 ,095 6237 htp cpe 4 ,690 4 ,892 2 1 ,947 
7533 limo 8P 5, 1 30 6,828 955 6239 htp sdn 9W 4,835 5 ,080 1 4, 1 38 
8680S comm chassis (wb 1 58.0) 2 ,025 6267 conv cpe 4,855 5,455 1 1 , 1 30 
1 956 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity 62 export sdn 60 

V8, 365.0 4 .00 x 3.63 285 S-62, 60S, 75 De Vi l le (wb 1 3.0) 

V8, 365.0 4 .00 x 3.63 305 S-Eldorado 6329 htp sdn 6W 4,850 5,498 1 9, 1 58 
6337 htp cpe 4,720 5 ,252 2 1 ,924 
6339 htp sdn 4W 4,825 5 ,498 1 2 ,308 

1 957 Eldorado (wb 1 30.0) 

Series 62 (wb 1 29.5) Wght Price Prod 6437 Sevi l le htp cpe 7 ,401 975 
6467 Biarritz conv cpe 7,401 1 ,320 

6237 htp cpe 4 ,565 4,677 25, 1 20 6929 Brougham htp sdn 1 3 ,075 99 
62370 Coupe de Vi l le htp cpe 4 ,620 5, 1 1 6 23 ,81 3 

Series 60 Special (wb 1 30.0) 6237S E ldorado Sevil le htp cpe 4,8 1 0  7,286 2, 1 00 
6239 htp sdn 4 ,595 4,78 1  32,342 6039 htp sdn 4,890 6 ,233 1 2,250 
62390 Sedan de Vi l le htp sdn 4 ,655 5 ,256 23,808 

Series 75 (wb 1 49.8) 6239S Eldorado Sevil le htp cpe 4,8 1 0  7 ,286 4 
6267 conv cpe 4,730 5,293 9,000 6723 sdn 4d, 9P 5,490 9,533 7 1 0  
6267S Eldorado B iarritz conv cpe 4 ,930 7 ,286 1 ,800 6733 l imo 9P 5 ,570 9,748 690 
62 chassis & export sdn 385 6890 comm chassis (wb 1 56.0) 2 , 1 02 
Series 60 Special (wb 1 33.0) 1 959 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

6039 htp sdn 4,735 5 ,6 1 4  24,000 V8, 390.0  4 .00 x 3 .88 325 S-62, DeVil le, 60S, 75 
Series 70 Eldorado Brougham (wb 1 29.0) V8, 390.0  4.00 x 3. 88 345 S-Eldorado 

7059 htp sdn 5 ,3 1 5  1 3,074 400 
1 960 

Series 75 (wb 1 49.8) 
Series 6� (wb 1 30.0) Wght Price Prod 

7523 sdn 4d, 8P 5,340 7 ,440 1 ,0 1 0  
7533 limo 8P 5 ,390 7,678 890 6229 htp sdn 6W 4,805 5 ,080 26,824 
8680S comm chassis (wb 1 56.0) 2 , 1 69 6237 htp cpe 4,670 4,892 1 9,978 

6239 htp sdn 4W 4 ,775 5,080 9,984 
1 957 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 6267 conv cpe 4,850 5,455 1 4,000 
V8, 365.0 4 .00 x 3 .63 300 S-62, 60S,  70 62 chassis & export sdn 38 
V8, 365.0 4 .00 x 3 .63 325 S-Eldorado DeVil le (wb 1 30.0) 

6329 htp sdn 6W 4,835 5 ,498 22,579 

1 958 
6337 htp cpe 4,705 5 ,252 2 1 , 585 
6339 htp sdn 4W 4,8 1 5  5,498 9,225 

Series 62 (wb 1 29.5) Wght Price Prod Eldorado (wb 1 30.0) 

6237 htp cpe 4,630 4,784 1 8,736 6437 Seville htp cpe 7,401 1 ,075 
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Wght Price Prod 1 963 

6467 Biarntz cony cpe 7,40 1 1 ,285 Series 62 (wb 1 29.5) Wght Price Prod 

6929 Brougham hlp sdn 1 3 ,075 1 01 6229 hlp sdn 6W 4,6 1 0  5,2 1 4  1 2 ,929 
Series 60 Special (wb 1 30.0) 6239 hlp sdn 4W 4,595 5,2 1 4  1 6,980 

6257 hlp cpe 4,505 5,026 1 7,786 
6039 hlp sdn 4 ,880 6,233 1 1 ,800 6267 cony cpe 4,545 5 ,590 1 7,600 
Series 75 (wb 1 49.8) 62 chassis 3 
6723 sdn 4d, 9P 5,475 9 ,533 71 8 DeVille (wb 1 29.5) 
6733 l imo 9P 5 ,560 9,748 832 6329 hlp sdn 6W 4,650 5,633 1 5, 1 46 
6890 comm chassis (wb 1 56.0) 2 , 1 60 6339 hlp sdn 4W 4,605 5,633 30,579 
1 960 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity 6357 hlp cpe 4,520 5,386 3 1 ,749 

6389 Park Avenue hlp sdn 4,590 5,633 1 ,575 V8, 390.0 4.00 x 3 .88 325 S-62, DeVille, 60S, 75 
V8, 390.0  4 .00 x 3 .88 345 S-Eldorado Eldorado (wb 1 29.5) 

6367 Biarritz cony cpe 4,640 6,608 1 ,825 
1 961  Series 6 0  Special (wb 1 29.5) 
Series 62 (wb 1 29.5) Wght Price Prod 6039 hlp sdn 4,690 6,366 1 4,000 
6229 hlp sdn 6W 4,680 5,080 26,2 1 6  Series 7 5  (wb 1 49.8) 6237 htp cpe 4,560 4,892 1 6,005 
6239 htp sdn 4W 4,660 5,080 4,700 6723 sdn 4d, 9P 5 ,240 9,724 680 
6267 cony 4,720 5,455 1 5,500 6733 limo 9P 5,300 9,939 795 
62 chassis 5 6890 comm chassis (wb 1 56.0) 2,527 
DeVi l le (wb 1 29.5) 1 963 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

6239 htp sdn 6W 4,7 1 0  5 ,498 26,41 5 V8, 390.0 4.00 x 3 .88 325 S-all 
6337 htp cpe 4,595 5,252 20, 1 56 

1 964 6339 htp sdn 4W 4,7 1 5  5 ,498 4,847 
6399 Town Sedan hlp 6W 5,498 3,756 Series 62 (wb 1 29.5) Wght Price Prod 
Eldorado (wb 1 29.5) 6229 htp sdn 6W 4,575 5 ,236 9,243 
6367 Biarritz cony cpe 6,477 1 ,450 6239 htp sdn 4W 4 ,550 5 ,236 1 3,670 
Series 60 Special (wb 1 29.5) 

6257 htp cpe 4 ,475 5 ,048 1 2 , 1 66 
6267 cony cpe 4 ,545 5 ,6 1 2  1 7,900 

6039 htp sdn 4,770 6,233 1 5,500 DeVi l le (wb 1 29.5) 
Series 75 (wb 1 49.8) 6329 htp sdn 6W 4,600 5,655 1 4,627 
6723 sdn 4d, 9P 5,390 9,533 600 6339 htp cpe 4W 4,575 5,655 39,674 
6733 l imo 9P 5,420 9,748 926 6357 hlp cpe 4,495 5,408 38, 1 95 
6890 comm chassis (wb 1 56.0) 2,204 Eldorado (wb 1 29.5) 
1 961  Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 6367 Biarritz cony cpe 4,605 6,630 1 ,870 
V8, 390.0 4.00 x 3.88 325 S-all Series 60 Special (wb 1 29.5) 

1 962 6039 hlp sdn 4,680 6,388 1 4,550 
Series 62 (wb 1 29.5) Wght Price Prod Series 75 (wb 1 49.8) 

6229 htp sdn 6W 4,640 5 ,2 1 3 1 6,730 6723 sdn 4d, 9P 5 ,2 1 5  9 ,746 6 1 7  
6239 hlp sdn 4W 4,645 5,2 1 3  1 7,3 14  6733 limo 9P 5,300 9,960 808 
6247 htp cpe 4,530 5 ,025 1 6 ,833 6890 comm chassis (wb 1 56.0) 2,639 
6267 cony cpe 4,630 5 ,588 1 6,800 1 964 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 6289 Town Sedan htp sdn 4,590 5,2 1 3 2 ,600 V8, 429.0 4 . 1 3 x 4.00 340 S-all 
DeVi l le (wb 1 29.5) 

6329 htp sdn 6W 4,660 5,63 1  1 6,230 1 965 
6339 hlp sdn 4W 4,675 5,63 1  27,378 Calais (wb 1 29.5) Wght Price Prod 6347 hlp cpe 4,595 5,385 25,675 
6389 Park Avenue hlp sdn 4,655 5,63 1  2,600 68239 hlp sdn 4 ,500 5,247 1 3,975 
Eldorado (wb 1 29.5) 68257 hlp cpe 4,435 5,059 1 2,5 1 5 

68269 sdn 4d 4,490 5,247 7,721 6367 Biarritz cony cpe 4,620 6,61 0 1 ,450 DeVille (wb 1 29.5) 
Series 60 Special (wb 1 29.5) 68339 hlp sdn 4,560 5,666 45,535 6039 htp sdn 6W 4,71 0 6,366 1 3,350 68357 hlp cpe 4,480 5,4 1 9  43,345 
Series 75 (wb 1 49.8) 68367 cony cpe 4,690 5 ,639 1 9,200 

68369 sdn 4d 4,555 5 ,666 1 5,000 6723 sdn 4d, 9P 5,325 9,722 696 
Eldorado (wb 1 29.5) 6733 limo 9P 5,390 9,937 904 

6890 comm chassis (wb 1 56.0) 2,280 68467 cony cpe 4,660 6,738 2, 1 25 
1 962 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity Sixty Special (wb 1 33.0) 
V8, 390.0 4.00 x 3.88 325 S-all 68069 sdn 4d 4,670 6,479 1 8, 1 00 
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Seventy-Five (wb 1 49.8) Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

69723 sdn 4d, 9P 5, 1 90 9,746 455 68367 cony cpe 4,600 5 ,736 1 8,025 
69733 l imo 9P 5,260 9,960 795 68369 sdn 4d 4 ,680 5,785 9,850 
69890 comm chassis (wb 1 56.0)  2,669 Eldorado (wb 1 20.0) 
1 965 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 69347 htp cpe 4 ,580 6,605 24,528 
V8, 429. 0  4. 1 3 x 4.00 340 S-al l Sixty Special (wb 1 33.0) 

1 966 68069 sdn 4d 4 ,795 6,583 3,300 
68 1 69 Fleetwood Brougham sdn 4d 4 ,805 6,899 1 5 ,300 

Calais (wb 1 29.5) Wght Price Prod 

68239 htp sdn 4 ,465 5 , 1 7 1  1 3 ,025 
Seventy-Five (wb 1 49.8) 

68257 htp cpe 4,390 4,986 1 1 ,080 69723 sdn 4d, 9P 5,300 1 0,629 805 
68269 sdn 4d 4,460 5 , 1 7 1  4 ,575 69733 I imo 9P 5,385 1 0,768 995 

69890 comm chassis (wb 1 56.0)  2 ,4 1 3  
DeVille (wb 1 29.5) 

1 968 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity 
68339 htp sdn 4 ,51 5 5,581 60,550 
68357 htp cpe 4,460 5,339 50,580 V8, 472 .0  4.30 x 4 .06 375 S-all 
68367 cony cpe 4,445 5,555 1 9,200 
68369 sdn 4d 4,535 5,581 1 1 ,860 1 969 
Eldorado (wb 1 29.5) Calais (wb 1 29.5) Wght Price Prod 

68467 cony cpe 4,500 6,631 2 ,250 68247 htp cpe 4 ,555 5 ,484 5,600 
Sixty Special (wb 1 33 .0) 68349 htp sdn 4,630 5 ,660 6,825 

68069 sdn 4d 4 ,61 5 6,378 5,455 DeVille (wb 1 29.5) 

681 69 Fleetwood Brougham sdn 4d 4,665 6,695 1 3 ,630 68347 htp cpe 4,595 5 ,72 1  65,755 
Seventy-Five (wb 1 49.8) 68349 htp sdn 4,660 5,954 72,958 

68367 cony cpe 4,590 5,905 1 6,445 
69723 sdn 4d, 9P 5,320 1 0,31 2  980 68369 sdn 4d 4,640 5,954 7,890 
69733 l imo 9P 5 ,435 1 0,52 1  1 ,037 

Eldorado (wb 1 20.0) 69890 comm chassis (wb 1 56.0) 2,463 
1 966 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi I ity 69347 htp cpe 4,550 6 ,71 1 23,333 

V8, 429.0 4 . 1 3 x 4 .00 340 S-all Sixty Special (wb 1 33.0) 

68069 sdn 4d 4 ,765 6,779 2,545 
1 967 68 1 69 Fleetwood Brougham sdn 4d 4 ,770 7 , 1 1 0  1 7,300 

Calais (wb 1 29.5) Wght Price Prod Seventy-Five (wb 1 49.8) 

68247 htp cpe 4,447 5,040 9,085 69723 sdn 4d, 9P 5,430 1 0,84 1 880 
68249 htp sdn 4,495 5,2 1 5  9,880 69733 l imo 9P 5 ,555 1 0,979 1 , 1 56 
68269 sdn 4d 4,499 5 ,2 1 5 2,865 69890 comm chassis (wb 1 56.0) 2 ,550 

DeVil le (wb 1 29.5) 1 969 Engine bore x stroke bhp availability 

68347 htp cpe 4,486 5 ,392 52,905 V8, 472.0 4 .30 x 4.06 375 S-all 
68349 htp sdn 4,532 5,625 59,902 
68367 conv cpe 4,479 5 ,608 1 8 ,202 1 970 
68369 sdn 4d 4,534 ·5 ,625 8,800 

Calais (wb 1 29.5) Wght Price Prod 
Eldorado (wb 1 20.0) 68247 htp cpe 4,620 5,637 4,724 
69347 htp cpe 4,500 6 ,277 1 7,930 68249 htp sdn 4,680 5,8 1 3 5 , 1 87 
Six1y Special (wb 1 33.0) DeVil le (wb 1 29.5) 

68069 sdn 4d 4,678 6,423 3,550 68347 htp cpe 4,650 5,884 76,043 
681 69 Fleetwood Brougham sdn 4d 4,7 1 5  6 ,739 1 2,750 68349 htp sdn 4,725 6 , 1 1 8  83,274 
Seventy-Five (wb 1 49.8) 68367 cony cpe 4,660 6,068 1 5, 1 72 

68369 sdn 4d 4,690 6 , 1 1 8  7,230 
69723 sdn 4d, 9P 5 ,344 1 0,360 835 

Eldorado (wb 1 20.0) 69733 l imo 9P 5 ,436 1 0,571 965 
68490 com m  chassis (wb 1 56.0) 2 ,333 69347 htp cpe 4,630 6,903 28,842 
1 967 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity Sixty Special (wb 1 33.0) 

V8, 429.0 4 . 1 3 x 4.00 340 S-all 68089 sdn 4d 4,830 6, 953 1 ,738 

1 968 
681 89 Fleetwood Brougham sdn 4d 4,835 7 ,284 1 6, 9 1 3  
Seventy-Five (wb 1 49.8) 

Calais (wb 1 29.5) Wght Price Prod 69723 sdn 4d, 9P 5,530 1 1 ,039 876 
68247 htp cpe 4,570 5 ,3 1 5  8 , 1 65 69733 limo 9P 5,630 1 1 , 1 78 1 ,240 
68249 htp sdn 4,640 5,491 1 0,025 69890 com m  chassis (wb 1 56.0) 2 ,506 
DeVil le (wb 1 29.5) 1 970 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity 

68347 htp cpe 4,595 5,552 63,935 V8, 472.0 4 .30 x 4.06 375 S-all exc Eldorado 
68349 htp sdn 4,675 5,785 72,662 V8, 500.0  4 .30 x 4.30 400 S-Eldorado 
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Checker Checker Motors Corp. 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 

C hecker ,  the Kal am azoo bu i lder of tax icabs and a i r­
port l i mousi nes, beg an market i n g  passenger  cars 

i n  1 960. The company's pract i c al fou r-door, the Su­
perba,  had the same upr ight,  tan k- l i ke styl i n g  that had 
become fam i l i ar to anyone who'd ever seen a tax i .  
Checker presi dent Morr is  M ark i n  was steadfast : there'd 
be no change  to th i s  ut i l i tar i an ,  but u n attract ive,  des i g n  
from year to year as l o n g  as there were customers who 
wanted a car w i th a tax i 's  re l i ab i l i ty and d u rabi l i ty .  The 
Superba's desi g n  dated back to the A8 tax i cab of 1 956 . 

The eng i ne u sed i n  Chec kers of th i s  era was of Con­
t i nental  Motor Company des i g n ,  rou g h ly the same as 
that used i n  Kai sers of the l ate- 1 940s and 1 950s. It d i s­
p laced 226 c u b i c  i nches,  but  was offered w i th e i ther 
s ide or  overhead valves. The s ide-valve vers ion  had a 
7 . 3 : 1  compress ion rat io ,  and produced 80 horsepower 
at 3 1 00 rpm . The ohv e n g i n e  h ad an 8 .0 : 1  com pression 
rat io  and an output of  1 22 bhp  at 4000 rpm . E i ther 
eng i n e  cou l d  be ordered in 1 960 for the same pr ice .  

The 1 960 Checker Su perba was avai l ab le  as a fou r­
door sed an and a fou r-door stat ion wag o n ,  i n  stand ard 
o r  Spec i a l form .  The Spec i al came w ith upg raded i n ­
ter ior  tr i m .  True to i ts tax i cab her i tage,  t h e  Superba 
sed an had a pai r of j u m p  seats in the rear compartment 
and cou ld carry up  to e i g ht adu lts .  The wagon 's  rear 
seat cou ld be fo lded up or  down by mean s of an e lec­
tron ic  servo control led from the d ashboard . Th i s  g i m­
m i ck ,  and i ts d i fferent bodywork ,  made the C hecker 
wagon about $350 more expensive than the sedan .  

For 1 961 , t he  Superba Spec i al was ren amed 

1965 Marathon fou r-door sedan 

1970 Marathon De luxe four-door sedan 
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M aratho n .  The sed an 's  1 5- i nch whee ls  were rep l aced 
by 1 4- i nchers for a sl i g ht ly lower r i de he ig ht .  The over­
head-valve eng i ne became stand ard on stat ion  
wagons .  Pr ices d id  not  change .  A i r  cond i t ion i n g  cost 
$4 1 1 extra;  power steer i ng  was a $64 opt ion .  L i ke 
C hecker cabs, the Superba and M arathon had a f u l l  
ban k o f  g au ges, a spartan b u t  we l l -padded i nter ior ,  
w ide doors,  and a spac i ous  rear compartment .  

The same fou r  offe r i n g s  were cont i n ued for 1 962 . The 
on ly change was a return  to 1 5- i nch whee ls  for  the 
sedans .  I n  1 963, ou put on the overhead-valve en g i ne 
was i ncreased to 1 4 1 bhp  at 4000 rpm.  Pr ices rose 
i n  1 964-about $ 1 00 across the board . O pt i m i st ica l l y ,  
C hecker dec ided to  i n trod uce a $7500 Town C u stom 
l i mous ine  on a 1 29- i nch  whee l base i n  '62 . In add i t ion  to 
a g l assed-off d r iver' s com part m ent ,  the l i mous ine  of­
fered a fu l l  range  of power opt ions .  Prod u ct ion  was 
l i m i ted , probably  because demand for th i s  most expen­
s ive of tax i s  was low. 

The Superba n ame w as d ropped in 1 964,  wh i ch was 
a lso the l ast year for the o ld  226-c i d  eng i ne .  Checker 
than sw i tched to Chevrolet eng i nes for 1 965 : a 230-c i d  
s i x ,  a 283 V8, and a 327 V8 . T h e  Town C u stom 
l i mousi ne  was st i l l  offered, but  on ly  on spec i al order .  
The opt iona l  283 V8 cost $ 1 1 0  extra,  auto m at i c  trans­
m i ss ion  was pr iced at $248, and overdr ive cost $ 1 08. 

The 1 966 C hecker added a de l u xe sed an , and a 
lower-pr iced l i mous ine  at $454 1 , temporar i l y  reestab­
l i sh i n g  i ts four-model l i neup .  These two models were 
d ropped the fo l lowi ng year. The de l u xe sedan w as 
rev ived for 1 968 , and the del uxe l i mous ine  reappeared 
for 1 969. 

C heckers bec ame faster c ars d u r i n g  these years as 
the i r Chevy V8s became i n creasi n g ly more potent .  The 
b i g  350 was prod u c i n g  300 bhp when C hecker i ntro­
d u ced i t  as an opt ion  i n  1 969 ; em iss ion  controls cut out­
put to 250 bhp i n  i ts 1 970 form ,  however.  Pr ices for the 
opt iona l  e n g i nes were usua l l y  low :  In  1 968 , these were 
$ 1 08 for the 307 and $1 95 for the 327. 

Sales were moderate for C hecker i n  the '60s, 
a l thou g h  adequ ate to sustai n the level  of p rodu ct ion  the 
f i rm desi red-6000 to 7000 u n i ts a year. Chec ker 's  best 
year of the decade was 1 962 , when 8 1 73 c ars were bu i l t .  
M ost of these , of cou rse, were so ld  as commerc i al tax i s .  

M orr is  M ark i n ,  C hecker 's fou nder ,  never w aivered 
from h i s  goal to bu i ld a tou g h  tax i cab. If he  cou l d  also 
se l l  a few of them as passenger  cars,  so m u c h  the bet­
ter. Bu t  the f i ck le  p u b l i c ,  he i ns i sted, wou ld never con­
tro l  C hecker styl i ng o r  eng i neer i n g .  ( I t  i sn ' t  w i de ly 
known,  but Nath an Al tman o nce made overtu res to 
C hecker as a poss ib le  b u i lder  of h i s  Avant i  I I .  M ark i n ,  
however,  sa id  the Avant i  was too u g ly to sel l . )  

M ark i n  d ied i n  1 970 . H i s  son Dav i d  then took over the 
com pany's operat ions .  



Checker 

Checker Specificat ions 1 965-6 , 1 36 bui lt ,  i nc taxi s  
Marathon (wb 1 20.0) Wght Price Prod 

1 960-6,980 bui lt ,  i nc taxis  sdn 4d 3,360 2 ,793 
wgn 4d 3,450 3, 1 40 

Superba (wb 1 20.0) Wght Price Prod 
Town Custom (wb 1 29.0) 

sdn 4d 3 ,4 1 0  2 ,542 l imo 8P 4,800 8,000 Special sdn 4d 3 ,4 1 0  2 ,650 
wgn 4d 3, 780 2,896 1 965 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 
Special wgn 4d 3 ,780 3,004 L6, 230 .0 3 .88 x 3 .25 1 40 S-all 

1 960 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity V8, 283 .0 3 .88 x 3.00 1 95 O-all 
L6, 226.0 3.31 x 4 .38 80 S-all V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 250 O-al l  
L6, 226 .0 3 .31  x 4.38 1 22 O-all 1 966- 1 ,056 bui l t ;  5,761 inc taxis 

1 961 -5,683 bu i lt,  inc taxis Marathon (wb 1 20.0) Wght Price Prod 

Superba (wb 1 20.0) Wght Price Prod A1 2 sdn 4d 3 ,400 2,874 
A1 2E Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,800 3,567 sdn 4d 3 ,320 2,542 A 1 2E l imo 8P 3 ,800 4,541 wgn 4d 3 ,570 2,896 A 1 2W wgn 4d 3 ,500 3 ,500 

Marathon (wb 1 20.0) 1 966 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
sdn 4d 3,345 2,650 L6, 230.0 3 .88 x 3 .25 1 40 S-all wgn 4d 3 ,61 5 3 ,004 V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 250 O-all 

1 961 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp avai labi I ity 
1 967-935 bui l t ;  5,822 i n c  taxis L6, 226.0 3.31 x 4.38 80 S-al l  

L6, 226 .0 3.31 x 4 .38 1 22 S- wgn ; 0- sdn Marathon (wb 1 20.0) Wght Price Prod 

1 962-8, 1 73 bui lt ,  i nc taxi s  
A1 2 sdn 4d 3 ,400 2 ,874 
A 1 2W wgn 4d 3,500 3,075 

Superba (wb 1 20.0) Wght Price Prod 1 967 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 
sdn 4d 3 ,320 2,642 L6, 230.0 3 .88 x 3 .25 1 40 S-al l wgn 4d 3 ,570 2,991 V8, 327.0 4.00 x 3.25 250 O-all 

Marathon (wb 1 20.0) 1 968-992 bui l t ;  5 ,477 i n c  taxis 
sdn 4d 3 ,345 2,793 

Marathon (wb 1 20.0) Wght Price Prod wgn 4d 3 ,6 1 5 3 , 1 40 
Town Custom (wb 1 29.0) A 1 2  sdn 4d 3 ,390 3,221 

A1 2E Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,590 3 ,91 3 
l imo 8P 5,000 7,500 A1 2W wgn 4d 3,480 3,491 

1 962 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 1 968 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 
L6, 226.0 3 .3 1  x 4.38 80 S-all L6, 230.0 3 .88 x 3 .25 1 40 S-all 
L6, 226.0 3 .31  x 4.38 1 22 O-all V8, 307.0 3 .88 x 3.25 200 O-all 
1 963-7 ,050 bui lt,  inc taxis 

V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 275 O-al l  

1 969-760 bui l t ;  5,41 7 i n c  taxis Superba (wb 1 20.0) Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 3 ,485 2,642 Marathon (wb 1 20.0) Wght Price Prod 

wgn 4d 3,625 .2 ,991 A1 2 sdn 4d 3,390 3 ,290 
Marathon (wb 1 20.0) A 1 2W wgn 4d 3,480 3,560 

sdn 4d 3 ,485 2,773 Deluxe (wb 1 29.0) 
wgn 4d 3,625 3, 1 40 A 1 2E sdn 4d 3 ,590 3,984 

Town Custom (wb 1 29.0) A12E  l imo 8P 3,802 4,969 

l imo 8P 5,000 7 ,500 1 969 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

1 963 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity L6, 230 .0· 3 .88 x 3 .25 1 55 S-all 
V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 235 O-all 

L6, 226 .0 3.31 x 4.38 80 S-all V8, 350.0 4 .00 x 3 .48 300 O-all 
L6, 226.0 3.31 x 4.38 1 41 O-all 

1 970-397 b u i lt 
1 964-6,3 1 0  b u i lt,  i n c  taxi s  Marathon (wb 1 20.0) Wght Price Prod 
Marathon (wb 1 20.0) Wght Price Prod A1 2 sdn 4d 3 ,268 3,671 

sdn 4d 3,625 2,8 1 4  A1 2W wgn 4d 3,470 3,941 
wgn 4d 3,720 3, 1 60 Marathon Deluxe (wb 1 29.0) 

Town Custom (wb 1 29.0) A1 2E sdn 4d 3,378 4 ,364 
l imo 8P 5 ,000 8,000 A 1 2 E  l imo 8 P  3 ,578 5 ,338 

1 964 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 1 970 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

L6, 226.0 3.31 x 4.38 80 S-all L6, 230.0 3 .88 x 3.25 1 55 S-all 
L6, 226.0 3.31 x 4.38 - 1 41 O-all V8, 350.0 4 .00 x 3.48 250 O-al l 
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Chevrolet Chevrolet Motor Division, General Motors Corp. 
Detroit ,  Michigan 

G eneral Motors' fastest-se l l i n g  make had i ts f i rst 
m i l l ion-u n i t ca lendar year i n  1 927.  The d iv i s ion 

prod uced 1 ,750 ,000 cars, overpower i n g  Ford ,  w h i ch 
was i n  the th roes of transfer r i ng  from Model  T to M odel  
A .  Ford recovered , but on ly  br ief ly .  I n  the Depress ion 
era, Chevy outso ld i ts r iva l  a l most every year, and by 
1 939 was c lear ly  estab l i shed as Amer ica 's  n u m ber-one 
car .  The pattern cont i n ued throug hout the ' 40s. Chevro­
let prod uced a m i l l i on 1 94 1  mode l s ;  by model year 1 950 
i t  had a lmost topped 1 .5 m i l l i o n .  

Compet i t i veness was ev ident i n  the 1 940 l i ne .  The 
cars were thorou g h ly face l i fted wi th  what Chevrolet 
ca l led Royal C l i pper sty l i n g .  Tho u g h  not a drast ic  
change from the  past, i t  was suff i c ient ly  fresh to  make 
the cars much newer- loo k i n g  than the '39s .  A new Spe­
c i a l Deluxe ser ies was c reated for the top of the l i ne ,  
and i n c l uded a convert i b le that was not ava i l ab le  the 
prev ious year. The soft-top was qu i te successfu l :  near ly 
1 2 ,000 copies were so l d .  

Speci a l and M aster Deluxe l i nes came standard w i th 
Knee-Act ion ,  the i n dependent front  su spens ion deve l­
oped i n  1 934 by M au r i ce O l l ey. Chevrolet h ad rei nt ro­
duced a cheaper model w i th a so l id front ax le i n  1 935, 
and th i s  rema ined ava i l ab le th ro u g h  1 940,  when i t  was 
cal led the M aster 85.  Both M aster ser ies were ava i l ab le  
as bus i ness coupes and two- and fou r-door sedans ;  the  
Master 85 i nc l uded a woody wagon .  The top- l i ne Spe­
c i al Deluxe a lso c ame in wagon form. These wagons ,  
o f  cou rse, were far  d i fferent from today' s  a l l -stee l wag ­
ons. Wooden construct ion  made them heavy,  u n g ai n ly ,  
and hard to  ma in ta i n .  later, Chevrolet and Plymouth 
wou ld  lead the trend to a l l -steel stat ion  wagons .  

The eng ine that powered a l l  Chevrolets of  the '40s 
had evo lved from a desi g n  f i rst seen i n  the 1 920s, and 
hel ped Chevy d i s lodge Ford from the n u m ber-one spot.  
I t  was deve loped by Ormond E .  H u n t  from an ear l ier  de­
s i g n  by Henry Crane.  A l i g h t  l-head , i t  had or i g i n al ly 
produced 46 horsepower .  I t  was n i c k n amed the " Stove­
bo l t  S ix"  for i ts s lotted-head bo l ts or stove bo lts .  It was 
a lso known as the " C ast- I ron Wonder" because of i ts 
cast- i ron p i ston s .  

I n  1 934, th is  powerpl ant got the n ame B l ue F lame S ix  
a long w i th a longer stroke that boosted horsepower to 
80 .  The 1 940 conf i g u rat ion arr ived in  1 937 , when the 
B l ue F lame was redes ig ned fo r near ly squ are cyl i nder 
d i mens ions .  I mprovements over ear l i e r  versi ons i n­
c l uded fou r  ( i n stead of th ree) m a i n  bear i n g s, shorter 
length , and better o i l  and water pumps.  I n  1 94 1 , the 
B l ue F lame's  output was boosted to 90 bhp at  3300 rpm,  
and th is  is  how i t  rema ined through  the '40s and i nto the 
' 50s. 

The B l ue F lame Si x ga i ned an u ndeserved reputat ion  
as  a sl u g g ard. I n  real i ty ,  i t  was c apab le of surpr i s i ng  
performance.  One  man  who  proved i t  was J u an M anue l  
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Fan g io ,  l ater one of the wor ld ' s  g reat Formu l a  One d r iv­
ers.  In 1 940,  Fan g io won the 5900-m i l e  B uenos A i res­
l ima road race i n  h i s  C hevy cou pe, averag i n g  53.6 
mph .  H i s  car was seen ag a i n  after the war ,  and took 
th ree more f i rst-p lace v i ctor ies.  

In model year prod uct i on ,  1 94 1  was a lso a m i l l ion-car 
year for C hevrolet .  The d iv i s ion  f ie lded the body/c h as­
s i s  com b i n at ion  that wou l d  c arry i t  th rou g h  1 948 :  1 1 6-
i nch  whee l base, Knee-Act ion  on a l l  mode ls ,  90-bhp s ix ,  
and  attract ive new styl i n g  by  H ar ley Ear l ' s  Art & Colour  
Stu d i o .  The  M aster 85  ser ies was d ropped . The  M aster 
Deluxe and Spec i a l Deluxe reta i ned the 1 940 body 
styl es. The Fleet l i ne fou r-door sed an was a spec i al ad­
d i t i on ,  and 34 ,000 were so ld  that year. I t was d i st i n ­
g u i sh ed by a new, more fo rmal - loo k i n g  roofl i n e  w i th  
c losed- i n  rear q u arters,  a takeoff on styl i n g  i deas f i rst 
seen on the Cad i l l ac 60 Spec i al .  The eng i ne 's  90 bhp  
was  obta i ned by  mean s of  a 6 .5 : 1  com press ion head , 
new p i stons ,  and red uced com bust ion ch am bers. 
Valves, rocker  arms, and water pump were a lso 
reworked.  

Fu rther ref i nements to the '4 1  sty l i ng were made for 
'42 : fenders were extended back i n to the  front doors as 
on the more expensive GM cars ; and a sm art , c lean 
g ri l l e  rep l aced the somewhat busy '4 1  rend i t i on .  The 
model  l i ne stayed most ly  the same,  but new n ames were 
added : Sty lemaster for the lower-pr iced M aster Deluxe 
cou pes and sed an s ;  F leetmaster for the Spec i al De­
luxe.  An offshoot of the u pper ser ies was the  Fleet l i ne ,  
compr i s i n g  a new torpedo-style two-door Aerosedan 
and a convent iona l l y  styled fou r-door Sportmaster se­
dan .  Both were d i st i n g u i shed by t r i p le  bands of br ig ht­
work on front and rear fenders. 

C i v i l i an car product ion stopped in Febru ary 1 942 .  
C hevro let ' s  mode l  year total u p  to then was 254,885 
u n i ts, of wh ich  o n l y  45 ,472 were prod uced in c alend ar 
year 1 942 .  I n  the Spec i a l Deluxe ser ies,  o n l y  a h andfu l 
of convert i b les ,  wagons ,  and bus iness cou pes were 
b u i l t .  Because they are so rare, 1 942 Chevys are h i g h l y  
sought-after b y  co l lectors today. 

Product ion at G M  was hampered after the war by 
str i kes and mater ia l  shortages.  If you count  C hevy's  
t i ny  output  i n  1 945 as  a ca lendar year, i t  was outpaced 
by Ford by about  three to one .  But after t h at ,  C hevy was 
on top ag a i n ,  even thoug h  i ts 1 946-48 c ars were o n l y  
s l i g h t ly mod i f ied vers ions  o f  the ' 4 2  des i g n .  

The d i fferences were sl i g ht ,  but  they were there. The 
'46s had fewer g r i l le bars  and a hood emblem w i th u p­
r i g ht i n stead of hor izonta l  w i ngs .  Park i ng l i g hts were 
rectang u l ar,  f i tted hor i zontal ly  i nto the lower corners of  
the g ri l le i n stead of vert i ca l l y  as before. The model l i ne­
u p  went u nchanged ,  a l though the o l d  M aste r  ser i es was 
S i mp ly  cal led Stylemaster. Th i s  l i ne com pr ised two- and 
fou r-door sedans ,  sport coupe ,  and bus i ness coupe.  



Fleetmaster sed ans,  coupes,  converti b le  and wag on ,  
and the  Fleet l i n e  Aerosedan and Sportm aster were al l 
cont i n u ed .  

I t  was d u r i n g  t h i s  per i od that C hevro let exper i mented 
wi th  and rejected a new rear-e n g i n e  sma l l  car code­
n amed Cadet .  The des i g n  team was led by M au r ice O l ­
l ey.  Several  d i fferent confi g u rat ions  were cons idered . 
After spe n d i n g  a few m i l l ion  d o l l ars on  deve lopment ,  
management  conc l u ded there was no  m arket for  i t .  
Ford h ad reached the same conc l us ion  at  about the 
same t i me.  Ne i ther  of the two g i ants f ie lded a smal l car  
u nt i l  1 960 , when the C o rv a i r a n d  F a l c o n  w e re 
i nt rod u ced.  

Styl i n g  for each of the next two model  years was ba­
s ica l ly a rerun of 1 946.  There w as no  c h an g e  i n  the l i n e­
u p  of fou r  Sty lemasters ,  f ive F leetmasters ,  and two 
F leet l i nes,  except for i n c reased pr i ces.  Bu t  there were 
detai l appearance c h an ges.  For 1 947 ,  the hor izonta l  

1940 Master Deluxe four-door Sport Sedan 

1941 Master De luxe two-door Town Sedan 

1942 Special Deluxe F leetmaster fi ve-passenger coupe 

Chevrolet 

g ri l l e bars were w ider ,  the n ameplate went from the bot­
tom to the top of the g r i l le ,  the hood med al l ion  was now 
hor i zonta l , and s ide hood and be l t l i ne mo ld i n g s  were 
e l i m i n ated . For 1 948,  the g r i l l e acq u i red a centra l  vert i ­
ca l  bar  r is i ng  to the  base of  the top horizontal  mold i n g  
w i th a s m a l l  " C hevro l et"  emblem near i t s  top.  T h e  
1 947-48 F leet l i nes h ad hor izonta l  ch rome mo ld i n g s  on  
front  and rear fen ders ;  Sportm aster sed ans h ad p ivot­
i n g  w i n d  w i n g s  in the rear doors.  

A l thou g h  there was l i tt l e  v i s i b l e  c h an g e  at C hevy d u r­
i n g  th i s  per iod , the d iv i s i o n  th at h ad wr i tten the i n d u s­
try 's g reatest success story w as never k nown for stand­
i n g  pat ,  o r  for m ak i n g  wro n g  dec i s ions .  M an agement 
was chan g i ng ,  and new ideas were be i n g  d i scussed for 
the future :  sports cars,  h ardtop convert i b les,  and a l l ­
stee l  stat ion  wagons .  

I n  J u ne 1 946,  Nick  Dreystadt,  former C ad i l l ac general 
manager, rep l aced M .  E .  Coyle as genera l  man ager  of 

1946 Stylemaster four-door Sport Sedan 

1947 F leetmaster four-door Sport Sedan 

----

1948 F l eetl i ne two-door Aerosedan 
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Chevro let .  Dreystadt encou raged deve lopment of new 
models ,  and w i th a forcefu l  eng i neer i n g  prog ram 
bro u g ht new l i fe to a make that had a rather stodgy i m­
age by then . But  Dreystadt u nexpected ly  d i ed two years 
later, and h i s  successor ,  W. E.  Armstron g ,  res i g n ed 
ear ly  because of i l l ness. Thomas H .  Keat i n g  then 
stepped u p. He fo l lowed Dreystadt 's  po l ic i es and spoke 

1 949 Deluxe Sty le l ine fou r-door Sport Sedan 

1950 Deluxe Sty l el ine four-door Sport Sedan 

1951 De luxe Sty le l ine Bel Air hardtop coupe 

1951 De l uxe Style l i ne fou r-door sedan 

R8 

bu l l i sh l y  about C hevrolet 's future .  Soon after Keat i n g  
took over, Edward N .  C o l e  j o i ned t h e  team a s  Chevy 's  
c h i ef en g i neer .  

The f i rst order  of busi ness after the war was to 
change C hevy's  look comp letely .  GM h ad sched u led its 
f i rst corporate postwar redes i g n  for the 1 949 model  
year, and C hevy 's  vers ion was amon g  the most attrac­
t ive .  A l thou g h  wheel base was actu a l l y  an i n c h  shorter, 
the '49 was c lean ly  sty led from nose to ta i l and looked 
much  more stream l i n ed than the 1 948 model . I ts two­
p iece w i ndsh i e l d  was c u rved and two i nches lower ;  
fenders swept bac k  smooth ly  th roug h the cowl  and 
doors,  wh i le the rear fenders rol led forward.  Suspen­
sion rev i s ions  and a lower center of g rav ity made the 
' 49 one of the best-hand l i n g  C hevro lets ever-probab ly  
su per ior  to  that year ' s  P lymouth and Ford . The '49s 
were a lso beaut i fu l l y put  together .  The prec i se f it of 
body pane ls ,  the way the sh i fter  sn i c ked c lean ly  
th ro u g h  the gears, and the  c ar 's posi t i ve response to 
controls test i f i ed that eng i neers and product ion  people 
had gone to extremes to make them " r i g ht . " 

For the f i rst t i me i n  years, the model  l i ne was over­
h au led for 49 . The less expen s ive Ser ies 1 500GJ com­
pri sed the Spec i al Sty le l i n e  and the fastbac k  Spec i al 
F leet l i ne sedans .The more l uxu r ious  Ser ies  2 1  OOG K i n­
c l u ded the De l uxe Style l i n e  models-two- and fou r­
door sedans ,  a coupe ,  convert i b le ,  and two stat ion 
wagons .  One of the wagons was t r immed w i th  wood, 
one was a l l -stee l ,  both car r ied e i g ht passengers.  Th i s  
seri es also offered a pai r o f  fastbac k  sedans n amed 
Deluxe Fleet l i ne ,  a two-door and a fou r-door .  I n i t i a l l y ,  
the fastbac ks so ld  wel l ,  but  as t ime went on they fe l l  out  
of favor, and d i sappeared at  the end of 1 952.  

In  the 1 950s, Chevrolet evo lved from sta id  fam i ly c ar 
to hot performance mac h i ne .  The d iv i s i o n  moved from 
d u l l  sedans to fast, sporty c ars . C hevy a lso d ropped 
from n u m ber-one in the i n d u stry to n u m ber-two-but  
on ly br ief ly .  

M ost of Chevro let 's  dec i s ions between 1 950 and '59 
were the r i g ht ones .  I t  was r i g ht to b u i ld the Bel A i r, f i rst 
as a s i n g l e  hardtop and l ater as a separate ser i es .  I t  was 
h ig h ly successfu l ,  dom i n at i n g  p rod uct ion by 1 957 .  I t  
was r i g ht to bu i ld the 265 and 283 c u bi c- i nch  V8s ,  the  
eng i nes that chan ged C hevrolet 's performan ce reputa­
t ion  a lmost overn i g ht .  And i t  was r i g ht to m arket the I m­
pala ,  because i t  added strength to the top of the l i ne .  
C hevro let wou l d  no  longer be j u st one  of the " Iow­
pr i ced th ree" : now, i t  was an a l ternat ive for those who 
prev ious ly  wou l d  have bou g ht Pont iacs ,  Dodges, or  
M ercu rys . 

The 1 950-52 per iod saw the l ast of the t rad i t iona l  low­
cost, low-suds C hevys ; 1 953-54 saw a t rans i t i on ;  1 955 a 
revo l ut ion . I n  the ear l y  years ,  the Spec i a l accounted for 
about 1 5-20 percent of total prod uct i o n .  The cost l i er 
Deluxe accou nted for the rest, and offered a w ide  var i ­
ety o f  models .  Spec i a l s  c ame in  two- or  fou r-door se­
dans ,  cou pes, and bus i ness coupes known as Sty le­
l i nes, and two- and fou r-door fastback sedans c al led 
Fleet l i nes. The Deluxe l i neup  had no bus i ness coupe ,  



but  offered wag o n ,  h ardtop ,  convert i b le ,  and the Fleet­
l i ne fastbacks .  

F leet l i nes d i d  wel l  enou g h  in  the se l le r 's  market of 
1 946-50 , but  the fastback fad had faded by the ear ly 
' 50s .  Accord i n g ly ,  Chevro let p h ased them out .  The l ast 
was a two-door i n  the ' 52 De l uxe ser ies ,  and re l at ive ly  
few were m ade .  As rap i d l y  as the fastbac ks d i sap­
peared , Bel A i r  hardtops took the i r  p l ace .  C hevro let 
was a year ahead of  Ford and P lymouth i n  i n trod u c i n g  a 
p i l l ar less coupe ,  and sales were b r i sk .  A l l  1 950-52 
Chevys were powered by the hoary o l d  "stovebolt  s ix . "  
B y  th i s  t i me, the 2 1 6 . 5-c id  m i l l  had been coaxed u p  to 
92 bhp  at 3400 rpm , or  1 05 bhp  at 3600 when teamed 
w i th opt iona l  Powerg l i de two-speed automat ic .  Pr ices 
in those years were competi t ive and sty l i n g  w as cons is­
tent ,  vary ing  o n l y  i n  m i nor  deta i l s  l i ke g r i l l e ,  ta i l l i g hts ,  
and s ide mo l d i n g s .  

I n  1 953,  a l l G M  cars g ot a maj o r  face l i ft ,  b u t  C hevy 

1952 Deluxe Sty le l i ne four-door sedan 

1 952 De luxe Sty l ine two-door sedan 

1953 Bel A i r  four-door sedan 
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and Pont i ac looked newest . C hevy ren amed the Spec i a l 
the One- F i fty and the De l u xe became the Two-Ten ; the 
Be l  A i r was m ade a ser ies in  i ts own r i g h t  w i th  a fu l l  
range of  body sty les .  The b i g  news that year was the 
Corvette , America 's  f i rst postwar sports c ar (see sepa­
rate chapter) . The B lue  Flame Six was rev ised agai n ,  
w i th m u c h  h i g her  compress i on g iv i n g  u p  t o  1 1 5 b h p .  I t  
was cont in ued th roug h t h e  ' 50s a n d  beyo n d ,  g r i n d i n g  
o u t  as m u c h  as 1 45 bhp .  I t  w as sou nd and rel i ab le ,  but  
not very exc i t i n g .  Ed Cole 's  V8 took c are of that .  

W i thout  q uestio n ,  the 265-c id  V8 that appeared for 
1 955 was one of  the i n d u stry 's  m i lestone  en g i nes .  
Thou g h  desi g ned to be eff i c ient  and cheap to bu i l d ,  i t  
was real ly  one of those " bl u e  sky" proj ects of the type 
t h at comes a long on ly  once or tw ice  i n  an eng i neer 's  
c areer .  Said Cole ,  " I h ad worked on V8 e n g i nes a l l  my 
p rofess i o n al l i fe .  I h ad l ived and breathed e n g i n es .  
[ M otor e n g i neer H arry F . ] B ar r  and I were a lways say-

1953 Bel  A i r  convertible 

1 954 Bel Air fou r-door sedan 

1 954's Nomad show car - forerunner  of Nomad wagons 
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1 955 Bel A i r  N omad two-door station wagon 

1955 Two-Ten hardtop coupe 

1 958 sty l ing  preview-Biscayne show car,  1 955 

i n g  how we wou l d  do it if we cou l d  ever desi g n  a new 
eng i ne .  You j u st k now you want f ive ma in  bear i n g s­
there 's  no dec is ion  to make.  We knew that a certai n 
bore-stroke re lat ionsh i p  was the most compact .  We 
k new we 'd  l i ke a d isp lacement of 265 c u b i c  i n c hes . . .  
And we never chan ged any of th i s . We released ou r  en­
g i ne for too l i n g  d i rect from the d raw i n g  boards-that 's  
how crazy and conf ident  we were . "  

Cole and Barr h ad reason to be enth u s i ast i c .  The 265 
we i g hed even less than the s i x .  I t  had low rec i procat i n g  
mass, wh ich  al lowed h i g h  rpm ; d ie-cast heads w ith i n­
teg ral , i n terchangeable valve g u i des ;  a l u m i n u m  s l i pper 
p i stons ;  and a cran kshaft of forged pressed-stee l i n­
stead of a l loy i ro n .  I t  performed beaut i fu l l y ,  putt i n g  out 
1 62 bhp at  4400 rpm, or  1 80 bhp  at  4600 w i th  Power-pak 
(a fou r-barrel carburetor and dual exhau sts) . I t  became 
the basi s of al l the g reat Chevy en g i nes of the i mmed i ­
ate fu ture :  the  225-bhp ' 56 Corvette and the bored-out 
fue l - i n jected 283 of 1 957 ,  the f i rst mass-prod uct ion 
eng i n e  wi th  one horsepower per  c u b i c  i nc h .  C hevrolet 
deve loped a new 348-c id V8 as a b ig -c ar opt ion  for 
1 958, and i t  was a good one .  But  the 283 remai ned the 

70 

1956 Bel A i r  hardtop sedan 

1956 Bel Air Nomad two-door station wagon 

1957 Bel A i r  convertible 

best-know n ,  best- loved eng i ne of the per iod ,  earn i n g  
Chevy a reputat ion  for performance i t  h ad never en­
joyed wi th the s ixes.  

Powerg l i de automat i c ,  a torque converter usi ng  the 
Dyn aflow pr i nc i p le ,  was an i nc reas i n g ly pop u l ar opt ion  
i n  those years a t  a p r ice  u nder  $200. Smooth i n  opera­
t ion ,  i t  w as wel l -su i ted to al l bu t  the h i g h-powered mod­
e ls. These were ava i l ab le with a manua l  or  st i ck-over­
dr ive, three-speed Turbog l ide automat ic  from 1 957 on ,  
and an  a l i - synch romesh fou r-speed man u al start i n g  i n  
1 959 . 

Sty l i n g  was as much a part of the m i d - 1 950s p ic ture 
as e n g i neer i n g .  H ar ley Ear l ' s  Chevy des i g n  team­
C l are M acK ichan ,  Chuc k  Stebb ins ,  Bob Veryzer, C ar l  
Renner, and others-worked u nder Ear l ' s  g u ide l i ne :  
"Go a l l  the way, then  bac k  off . "  Though the '55  d id n 't 
reach produ ct ion  look i ng the way i t  had i n  fanc i fu l  ren­
der i ngs ,  it wasn ' t  far off. The be l t l i n e  d i p  and wrap­
aro u nd w i n dsh ie ld  h ad been i ns p i red by the Cad i l l ac 
E ldorado, O ldsmobi le  Fiesta, and Bu ick  Skyl ark l i m ited 
ed i t ions  of 1 953 ;  the eggcrate g r i l le h ad been i nspi red 
by Ferrari and was one of Earl 's favorite touches. The 



1 957 Two-Ten fou r-door sedan 

1 957 One-F ifty two-door uti l i ty sedan 

1 957 Bel A i r  Nomad two -door station wagon 

g ri l le was u npopu lar  wi th the pu b l i c  thoug h ,  so the '56 
vers ion w as broader, b r ig hte r, and more convent iona l .  

C arl Ren ner  w as the  m an respons i b le for a u n i q ue 
h ardtop wagon ca l led the Bel  A i r  Nomad .  Actua l ly ,  i t  
w as too i m p ract ica l  as  a wagon , too bu l ky as  a h ardtop.  
But i t  was the ideal  styl i st i c  b lend of both . I f  i t  d i d n 't se l l  
we l l ,  i t  w as more because two-door wagons were g en­
eral l y  less popu l ar than fou r-doors rather  th an l ac k  of 
appeal .  The Nomad was rel at ive l y  expensive,  but  there 
h ad never been such a beaut i fu l w ag o n .  H ad anybody 
e l se b u i l t  i t ,  the Nomad wou l d  p ro bab ly  be q u i te rare to­
d ay .  Vo l u me,  however ,  was re lat ively h i g h :  8386 were 
bu i l t for 1 955 ; 7886 for '56, 6 1 03 for 1 957.  

A m i l d  face l i ft came about  for '56 ,  another i n  '57 .  
Both Ford and P lymouth were complete ly  resty led i n  
1 957,  so C hevro let suffered by compar iso n .  Yet record 
m arket penetrat ion  of c l ose to 28 percent w as ach i eved 
i n  1 956, and the ' 57 face l i ft was a good one .  The en­
g i nes prev i ous ly  descr ibed h ad the go to match the 
looks .  A '57 Bel A i r  fou r-door hardtop w i th  the 270-bhp 
eng i n e  wou ld streak f rom 0 to 60 mph in  9 .9 seconds ,  
do  the q uarter- m i le i n  1 7 . 5  seconds ,  and r u n  u p  to  we l l  
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1958 I mpa la  hardtop coupe 

1 958 Bel  A i r  hardtop sedan 

1 958 B iscayne  four-door sedan 

over 1 1 0  m p h .  The l i g hter One-F i fty w i th  the i n j ected V8 
was even faster .  

Pro per ly  equ i pped , the 1 955-57 Chevy was,  and is ,  a 
form idab le  compet itor on the race trac k .  Before the 
Automob i l e  M an u factu rers Assoc i at ion  recom mended 
the i nd u stry w i t h h d raw from organ i zed rac i ng i n  1 957 ,  
Chevy d id q u i te we l l  on NASCAR and other c i rc u i ts .  At 
the 1 957 Dayton a  Speed Weeks ,  i t  added more ac h i eve­
ments .  In C l ass 4 (21 3 to 259 c u b i c  i nches) C hevrolets 
won the f i rst th ree p l aces i n  the two-way f ly i n g -m i le ;  i n  
C l ass 5 (259 to 305 c u b i c  i nches)  they took 33 o u t  o f  3 7  
p l aces,  w i th  the best c a r  averag i n g  1 3 1 .076 m pg .  Chevy 
a lso won the P u re O i l  M an u factu rers Trophy i n  '57 w i th  
574 poi nts ,  ag a i n st o n l y  309 for r u n ner- u p  Ford . 

The effects of the rac i ng ban d i d n ' t  take lon g .  For 
1 958,  Chevy back-peda led on performance w ith a l i ne  
of  softer ,  more  l u xu r ious  c ars . M ost rev i ewers were 
u n h appy. Sa id Tom M c C ah i l l  of Mechanix Illustrated, 
" When an ad man c an ' t  wr i te about  h i s  p rod uct 's  suc­
cess at P i kes Peak,  Dayton a  Beach o r  Dar l i n gton , or  
how fast i t  gets away from a traff i c  l i g ht ,  what 's  he  g ot 
l eft? A l l  he  can do  i s  te l l  about the h an d-woven I n d i an 
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rugs on the f loor,  the Da V i nc i  scu l ptu red door hand les,  
or the ' ten m i les per ga l lon ' i t  averaged u nder the feath­
erfoot of a profess iona l  economy j oc key. "  

McCah i l l  was r i g ht .  The ' 58 Chevys were longer, 
lower, w ider ,  heav ier  . . .  and s lower.  The d iv i s ion  was 
reac h i n g  for a new market sector-the so l id ,  su bstan­
t i al Pont i ac-types it h ad never gone after before-wi th 
such cars as the I m pal a. People who bou g ht I m pa las ,  
then as now, d i d n ' t  care about performance o r  h an­
d l i n g .  They wanted s i ze and comfort. The I mpala 
de l i ve red . 

Desp i te a rou g h  year for the U .S .  economy i n  '58, 
Chevy man aged to bu i ld over 1 . 1 m i l l i on  c ars :  60,000 
were Impa las .  That was a decent show i n g  for a new 
seri es cons i st i n g  of o n ly a hardtop and convert i b le .  The 
One- Fi fty was ren amed De l ray; B i scayne repl aced the 
Two-Ten t i t le .  Bel  Air  was st i l l  top of the l i ne ,  w i th I m­
pa la as a sub-ser ies for '58 on ly .  " Stat ion  Wagon"  be­
came a separate ser ies w i th no fewer than f ive mode ls :  
the  two-door Yeoman ; fou r-door Yeoman ,  Brookwood , 
and Nomad ; and the n i ne-passenger  B rookwood . The 
'58 Nomad wasn ' t  the same car i t  had been in  1 955-57 .  I t  
was now j u st a convent iona l  wagon ,  and i t  remai ned so 
through  1 961 , its l ast year. 

Chevro let probab ly deserves cred i t  for buck i ng  the 
tai l f i n  trend in 1 958, but the styl i sts made up for i t  the 
fo l low i n g  year w i th  an overdecorated bat-w i n g  tai l .  The 
resu l t  was a rear deck ,  as Tom M c C ah i l l  sa id ,  " b i g  
enou g h  t o  l and a P i per  C u b . "  I t  cou ld h ave been worse. 
Car l  Renner  said  one 1 959 proposal ca l led for an u p­
r i g ht, Edse l - l i ke g r i l l e and was one of the u g l iest t h i n g s  

1959 Biscayne two-door sedan 

1959 I mpala four-door sedan 
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he 'd  ever see n .  As i t  tu rned out, the front  end of the '59 
was re l at ive ly  m i ld ,  but the rear was a t h i n g  from an­
other wor l d .  Th i s  was the year Ford beat Chevy i n  
ca lendar year product ion ,  so Chev ro let 's  rear end w as 
a lot more subdued for 1 960 . 

Del ray d isappeared i n  , 1 959, leav i n g  the B i scayne, 
Bel  A i r, I m pa la, and Stat ion  Wagon  in the l i neup .  A l l  
rode a 1 1 9- i nch  wheel base , t h e  longest i n  postwar h is­
tory. The g rowth between 1 957 and 1 959 was amaz i n g .  
Wheel bases were u p  b y  fou r  i nches,  length  b y  near ly  
e leven i n c hes, w i dth by  seven i n c hes, and wei g ht i n ­
c reased by  300 pounds .  The ' 59s  were the f i rst o f  the  
ove rstuffed generat ion  that wou ld  l i ve on  for the next  1 5  
years. O n l y  recent ly  has G M  been wean i n g  the pu b l i c  
from these enormous veh ic les .  A t  t h e  t i me,  o f  course, 
they made a deg ree of sense .  In o rder to compete, the 
low- pr i ced three-Ford , C hevy and P lymouth-needed 
l arg er  and l arger d i mens ions ,  cars the s ize of  C ad i l l acs 
and L i nco l ns  that wou ld  se l l  at  ha l f  the pr ice .  Chevy led ; 
Ford and P lymouth fo l l owed su i t .  

Dur ing  the 1 960s, Chevro let expanded i nto a t  least 
f ive new m arket areas : compacts w ith the Corv a i r  and 
C hevy I I ,  i nte rmed i ates  w i th t h e  C h eve l l e ,  su per  
stockers w ith the  M al i bu and I m pal a SS ,  l u x u ry fu l l -s i ze 
models w i th  the Capr i ce, and " ponyc ars" w i th  the 
C am aro . (The C o rvette a n d  C o rv a i r are d i ffe ren t  
enough to  be  t reated separate ly . )  Each new product  of 
the decade was c arefu l l y des i g ned to f i l l  a bas i c  need . 
Near ly every one succeeded . 

M ov i n g  i nto so m any new m arkets wou ld seem to i m­
p ly  i ncreased prod uct i o n .  The d i v i s ion  d i d  set some 

1960 I mpala convertible 

1 961 I mpala two-door sedan 



records d u r i n g  the decade .  But  i t  was on ly  prod u c i n g  
some 500 ,000 more cars a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  '60s than i t  
h ad been at t h e  beg i n n i n g ,  desp i te i nt rod u c i n g  fou r  
new l i nes i n  d i fferent  s i ze categor ies .  Actu al ly ,  the mar­
ket h ad been su bd iv ided .  The depart u re of the i n de­
pendent autom akers and the r ise of compacts,  sporty 
compacts,  and i n te rmed i ates i n  the '60s generated 
more compet i t ion  than there had been i n  the '50s.  I n  
m any c ases, Chevy was compet i n g  aga i n st i tself  o r  
other G M  d iv is ions .  

Chevro let offered a w i de range  of c ars by  the  end of  
the decade,  bu i l t on j u st fou r  whee l bases : 1 08 i n c hes 
for the Corvai  r and C amaro,  1 1 0  for the Chevy I I  and 
Nova, 1 1 5 for the Cheve l le ,  and 1 1 9 for the b ig  Chev ro­
lets.  The o n l y  except ion  w as the 1 968-72 Cheve l l e .  L i ke 
other G M  compacts of those years,  i t  used a 1 1 2- i n c h  
wheel base for two-door mode ls  and a 1 1 6- i nch  wheel ­
base for the fou r-doors.  

The b i g  C hevrolet p rog ressed from oversty led out­
rageousness to c lean , c r i sp e leg an ce .  The '60 model  
was a fac e l i ft of the horrendous ly  f i n ned '59 ed i t ion .  
The f i ns  were c ropped and complete ly  d isappeared for 
'61 . By 1 963, there was a new scu l ptured body with­
out a trace of the out l and i sh ' 50s. Without a change i n  
wheel base , the l arge Chevrolet g rew bu l k ie r  i n  the l ast 
years of the decade, but  was deft ly  sty led nonethe less. 
Another complete resty le  in 1 965 broug ht f low i n g  l i nes 
and a s l i g ht u pw ard sweep to the rear q u arter pane ls .  
Th is  sh ape cont in ued u nt i l  1 969, when a new look was 
fash ioned wi th  e l l i pt ica l  wheel  open i n g s, emphas ized 
by subt le  bu lges .  The prett iest f u l l -s i ze Chevy of the  
per iod  m i g ht be the 1 962.  I t  h ad strai gh t ,  cor rect l i nes 
and i n te rest i n g  roof styl i n g  w i th " bow" sc u l ptu r i n g  l i ke 
a ra ised convert i b l e  top.  

B i sc ayne was st i l l  the pr ice l eader,  but  buyer i n te rest 
fel l d u r i n g  the decade. The Be l  A i r  h ad become the m id­
pr iced b ig  C hevro let in  1 959 but  i ts sa les a lso de­
creased i n  the '60s. The top- l i ne I mpal a h ad rap id l y  
become the  most popu l ar s i n g l e  model  i n  t he  Un i ted 
States .  I ts best sales year of the decade was 1 964, when 
889 ,600 u n its were bu i l t .  

One I m pa la  worthy of parti cu lar attent ion  i s  the per­
form ance-b red Su per Sport of 1 962-67. L i ke Corva i r  
and Camaro,  the I m pa la  SS i s  a l ready a co l l ector 's  i tem .  

The  concept w as s imp le :  take the b i g ,  1 1 9- i nch  stan­
d ard-whee l base c h ass is ,  add sporty styl i n g  touches,  
and offer opt ions  des i g n ed to e n h an ce performance 
and h an d l i n g .  The I m pa l a  SS was avai l ab le  as e i ther  a 
two-door h ardtop o r  convert i b le .  A s ix-cy l i nder  en g i ne 
was offered , but  o n l y  3600 were eq u i pped w i th  one i n  
1 965 .  The exter ior  featu red spec i a l S S  em b lems and de­
leted the reg u l ar I m pal a 's rocker pane l  br ig htwork .  
V i nyl  bucket seats and a centra l  gearsh i ft conso le  were 
standard .  Tachometer and sport stee r i n g  wheel  were 
opt iona l .  B ig-d i sp lacement V8s were offered ,  l i ke the 
famous 409 that deve loped 425 bhp .  Eq u i pped wi th  ex­
c i t i n g  h an d l i n g  opt ions  l i ke st i ffer spr i n g s  and shocks,  
s i ntered metal l i c  brake l i n i ngs ,  fou r-speed gear box,  
and u l tra-q u i c k  power steer i n g ,  the I m pa la  SS was the 
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1962 I mpala  convert ible  

1962 Chevy I I  300 two-door sedan 

1963 I mpala converti ble 

1 963 Chevy I I  1 00 two-door sedan 

1964 I mpala hardtop coupe 
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Prototype for 1 964 Chevel le  Mal i bu fou r-door sedan 
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1965% Caprice hardtop sedan 

1 965 I mpala hardtop cou pe 

1966 Caprice ha rdtop sedan 

h i g hest-performance b ig  Chevy i n  h i story, 
But it d i d n 't l ast .  Government reg u l at ions ,  a dec l i ne 

i n  demand for race-bred automobi les ,  and the i n ­
creased popu l ar i ty o f  smal ler  sporty cars a l l  comb i ned 
to do i n  the I mpal a SS after 1 967, Product ion fe l l  rap id ly 
d u ri ng  the f ive model years , Meanwh i le ,  Chevrolet h ad 
found  a far more l u crat ive market by do l l i n g  up  the I m­
pala w i th the best g rades of upho lstery and t r i m ,  and 
ca l l i n g  i t  Capr i ce ,  Th i s  top-of-the- l i ne Chevy arr ived i n  
1 965 and captu red some 1 80 ,000 buyers i n  1 966 , 

Next i n  Chevrolet ' s  s ize h ierarchy of the '60s was the 
i n termed i ate Cheve l le ,  i n troduced in 1 964 to com pete 
ag a inst Ford 's  Fai r l ane .  The Cheve l le  was conven­
t ional : front en g i ne ,  rear d r ive, co i l  spr i n g s  in front,  leaf 
spr i ngs  i n  the rear. I t  prov ided a lmost as much i n ter ior  
room as the I m pal a, but  had a more sens i b ly  s ized ex-

74 

ter ior .  In effect, i t  was a rev ival  of the i deal ly  propor­
t i o n ed ,  m i d d l e- w h ee l b ase " c l ass i c "  C h ev ro let o f  
1 955-57 , Sales went  nowhere but  up ,  from 328, 400 u n i ts 
i n  i ts f i rst year to near ly 440,000 by 1 969 , The add i t ion  of 
n u merous performance opt ions  and i ts  own SS var ia­
t ions  on ly  enhanced Chevel le 's  appeal . 

Th i rd down the s ize sc ale was the 1 1 0- i nch-wheel­
base Chevy I I .  I t  had been ru shed i n to prod uct ion for 
1 962 as a stopgap ag a inst Ford 's  Falco n ,  wh ich  w as 
hand i l y t r i m m i n g  Corva i r i n  the com pact market .  Wh i le 
Corva i r  appea led ma i n ly to car enth us i asts, Fal con 
p l eased the much broader range of  average buyers. 
Chevy l i s were ava i l ab le w i th a 1 53-c id  fou r-cy l i nder  
eng i n e  w i th  90 bhp,  or  a 1 94-c id  1 20-bh p s ix .  ( Fa lcons 
had on ly  s i x-cyl i nder powerp l ants . )  

Chevro let hoped t o  outf lan k a n d  outproduce Ford i n  
t h i s  seg ment .  Bu t  th rou gh  1 966, C hevy l i s outn u m bered 
Falcons on ly  once,  i n  1 963.  Between 1 963 and '64 ,  
sales d ropped near ly 5 0  percent ,  due  part ly  t o  compet i ­
t ion  from the Cheve l l e ,  A spate of Super Sport models 
d i d n ' t  he lp .  By the m i dd le  of the decade,  C hevy I I  
seemed dest i ned for o b l iv ion . 

Then i n  1 968 , Chevy g ave i ts compact an a l l -new 
body with a 1 1 1 - i nch wheel base for two-door cou pes 
and fou r-door sed ans,  The new cars were known by 
the n ame of the prev ious  top- l i ne ser ies,  Nova, Bac ked 
by a strong ad campa ign  and compet i t ive pr i ces, the 
Chevy I I  Nova made a comeback .  The d iv i s i on  concen­
trated on j u st the two body sty les,  wh ich  so ld  as fast as 
they cou ld  be b u i l t .  Sales were up to 201 ,000 u n i ts i n  
1 968 , the best year s i nce '63.  The Chevy I I  t i t le  was 
d ropped , and the bas ic  desi g n  cont i n ued as the Nova 
th rough  1 979 , when i t  was rep laced by the front-wheel­
d ri ve C i tat ion .  

The  Camaro i s  one o f  the  more i n terest i n g  Chevrol ets 
of the '60s,  and potent i a l l y  the most co l lect i b le  (as ide 
from Corvettes) . I n trod uced for  1 967,  i t  was an i mmed i ­
ate h i t .  Prod u ct ion  topped 220,000 cars t h e  f i rst year, 
fo l lowed by 235, 1 00 for 1 968 , and 243 , 1 00 for 1 969 . 

The Camaro was born out  of a need to rep l ace the ai l ­
ing Corva i r .  Desp i te the beaut i f u l  styl i n g  and i mpres­
s ive performance of the a l l -new 1 965 mode ls ,  Corva i r  
was no th reat to Ford 's  i ncred i b ly  successfu l M u stang 
in the b u rgeo n i n g  "ponycar" market.  Fu rthermore,  the 
Corvai r  was expens ive to bu i ld ;  i t  was en t i re ly  d i fferent 
in concept and techno logy from m a i n stream C hevro let 
mode ls .  S i x  months after the '65s arr ived , d i v i s ion  m an­
agers decided Corvai r wou l d  be  al l owed to  fade away. 
Its rep lacement wou l d  be a convent iona l  front-eng i n e  
sporty car-the u l t i m ate so l u t ion t o  the M u stan g .  

The Camaro's desi g n  became the respons ib i  l i ty of 
Wi l l i am L .  M i tche l l ,  G M 's v i ce-pres ident  of styl i n g ,  and 
head of the corporat ion ' s  Styl i n g  Staff . There was no 
better team of des ig ners i n  the i ndust ry d u r i n g  th i s  
per iod .  The  look  that resu l ted-f lat nose, c h i se led p ro­
f i l e ,  chopped-off rear dec k ,  and low roofl i n e-was 
exact ly r i g ht .  The Camaro appealed to those who 
wanted a fou r-seater w i th  hand l i n g  to match i ts 
stra i g ht- l i ne performance.  



1967 I mpala ha rdtop coupe 

1967 Camaro ha rdtop coupe 

1967 Chevy I I  Nova SS hardtop coupe 

1 968 I mpala  convert ible 

The Camaro was more than a new Chevrolet :  i t  was a 
new concept .  M u stang had poi nted the way, and GM 
h as never been ret icent  about bo rrowi n g  a good i dea. 
Some 81 factory opt ions  and 41  dealer- i n stal led acces­
so ri es were offered so the buyer co u l d  tai lo r  the c ar to 
taste and budget .  Pr ices started at $2466 f .o .b .  fo r the 
1 40-bhp s ix-cyl i nder  coupe and $2704 for the convert i ­
b le .  The 1 55-bhp, 250-c id  s i x  cost $26 extra; the 2 1 0-
bhp  327 V8 was an add it i onal $1 06. Next on the l i st was 
a 350- c i d  V8 w i th 295 bhp ,  exc l us ive to Camaro i n  '67 .  
(Later, i t  became the most popu lar  Corvette power­
p lant . )  To get it , the buyer had to order the Super Sports 
pac k age .  

The SS opt ion cost $21 1 and i n c l uded a t ight  suspen­
s ion  (st i ff spr i ngs  and shocks) ,  070- 1 4 F i restone Wide 
Ova l  t i res, mod i fied hood w i th extra sou nd i nsu l at ion , 

Chevrolet 

1 968 Camaro converti ble 

1 968 Chevy I I  Nova coupe 

1 968 Cheve l l e  SS 396 hardtop coupe 

1969 Cheve l l e  SS 396 hardtop coupe 

SS emblems,  and spec i a l hood st r i p i n g .  Early in the 
model  year, the L-35 C hevro let 396-c id  V8 and Tu rbo 
H yd ra-M at i c  became ava i l ab le  at a cost of near ly $400. 
Scores of other opt ions tempted buyers : custom carpet­
i n g ,  bucket seats , fo ld -down bac k  seat ,  a spec i al 
i n te r io r  g ro u p ,  fu l l  i n st ru mentat i o n ,  a n d  c o n so l e­
mounted sh i fters for the Turbo Hydra-M at ic ,  heavy-duty 
th ree speed m an u al or  fou r-speed m an u al .  For $ 1 05,  
the R a l l y  Sport package added a h i dden-head l i g ht 
g ri l le ,  spec i a l ta i l l i g hts and emblems ,  a l u m i n u m  rocker 
panel  mo ld i n g s ,  b l ac k-pai nted rocker bottoms,  and 
m i sce l l aneous t r i m .  There were f ive d i fferent wheels  
and wheel  covers ,  three types of  steer i n g  wheel s ,  p l u s  
head rests,  shou lder  be lts ,  t i n ted g l ass,  rad i os ,  heater, 
a i r cond i t io n i n g ,  c loc k ,  c ru i se contro l ,  and a v i ny l ­
covered roof for h ardtops. M echan ica l  opti ons  i n c l uded 
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1969 I mpa l a  Custom hardtop coupe 

1969 Nova coupe 

1969 Camaro 2-28 ha rdtop coupe 

1970 Caprice hardtop coupe 

s i ntered metal l i c  brake l i n i n gs ,  vent i l ated front  d i sc 
brakes, vacuum brake booster, power steer i n g ,  fast­
rat io  manua l  steer i n g ,  st i ff suspen s ion ,  Positract i on ,  
and  a dozen d i fferent ax le rat ios .  Without  too much  
trou b le ,  a Camaro ' s  pr ice cou ld  be  boosted to  $5000 . 

The Camaro wasn 't  s i g n i f i cant ly chang ed i n  1 968 or  
'69 ,  although  i nter i m  face l i fts were proposed . The u l t i ­
mate resty l i n g  was sched u led for 1 970. The  '68 model 
rece ived a new hor izonta l  g r i l le texture, vent less s ide 
g l ass, and resty led tai l l i g hts .  For 1 969 the re were s l i m­
mer body contours,  lower front and rear wheel open­
i ngs ,  a V-sh aped g r i l l e ,  and a new rear sty l i n g .  

A successfu l compet i t ion  Chevro let o f  these years 
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1970 Monte Car lo hardtop coupe 

1970 Nova coupe 

1970 Chevel le  SS 396 hardtop coupe 

1970 Camaro sport coupe 

w as the Z-28 Camaro, wh ich  won 1 8  of 25 Sports Car 
C l u b  of Amer ica Trans-Am races and w as Trans-Am 
sed an c l ass champ ion  in 1 968 and 1 969 . V i ncent W. 
P i g g i ns,  veteran compet i t ion  e n g i neer ,  h ad conv i n ced 
man agement a car sho u ld be bu i l t  express ly  for SC CA 
sedan rac i n g .  P i g g i ns combi ned the 327 V8  b lock  wi th  
the 283 crankshaft to get a bore and stroke of 4 x 3 
i nches fo r a d i sp l acement of 302 .4 c u b i c  i nches.  Off i ­
c i a l l y, th i s  eng i ne de l ive red 290 bhp at  5800 rpm 
(actua l ly  i t  was more l i ke 350) and 290 pou n ds-feet of 
torq ue at 4200 rpm . Th i s  en g i ne was comb i ned w i th 
heavy-duty suspens ion ,  front d i sc brakes, meta l l i c­
l i ned rear d rums ,  1 1 - i n c h  c l utc h ,  c lose- rat io  fou r-speed 



transm iss ion  wi th a 2 .20 : 1  f i rst gear ,  q u i c k  steer i n g ,  and 
wide Corvette wheel s .  The hood was reworked to i n­
crease ai rf low to the carburetor.  

The Z-28 n ame came from the pac k age 's  option n u m­
ber (not from Zora Arkus-Du ntov, the famed Corvette 
eng i neer) . I t  was a whale  of an automobi le  for about 
$3300. Few Z-28s were i ntended for the general p u b l i c ,  
o f  cou rse ;  t h e  object was to w i n  t h e  Trans-Am 
champ ionsh i p .  But prod uct ion q u i ck l y  c l i m bed,  from 
602 in 1 967 to 7 1 99 in 1 968 and 1 9 ,0 1 4  in 1 969 .  The 
Z-28s are the u lt i mate performance C am aros . A decade 
or  two from now, they w i l l  be one of the u l t i m ate co l l ec­
tor's C hevys. 

In 1 970,  C hevro let ente red the person al- l u x u ry f ie ld  
wi th the M onte C ar l o  and f ie lded an a l l -new Camaro . A 
65-d ay st r i ke  prevented the d iv is ion  from outprod u c i n g  
Ford for t h e  c3 1endar year, but t h e  1 2-month total of 
near 1 .5 m i l l i on cars was respectab le  nonethe less. 

The c lean ly  sty led M onte Car lo  h ardtop sat on the 
1 1 6- i nch  wheel base used for the Chevel le  fou r-doors. 
F i tted with the 350-c id  V8 as stand ard , i t  was avai l ab le  
w i th  a var iety of l u x u ry and  performance opt ions to  su i t  
every buye r. Nu merous  e n g i ne cho ices were offered , 

Chevrolet Specifications 

1 940 
KB Master 85 (wb 1 1 3 .0) Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 2,865 659 25,734 
Town Sedan 2d, T/B 2,9 1 5  699 66,43 1 
Sport Sedan 4d, T/B 2,930 740 1 1 ,468 
wgn 4d , 8P 3, 1 06 903 41 1 

KH Master Deluxe (wb 1 1 3 .0) 

bus cpe 2,920 684 28,090 
Sport Coupe 2,925 7 1 5  1 7,234 
Town Sedan 2d, T/B 2,965 725 1 43, 1 25 
Sport Sedan 4d, T IB 2 ,990 766 40,924 

KA Special  Deluxe 

bus cpe 2,930 720 25,537 
Sport Coupe 2,945 750 46,628 
cony cpe 3, 1 60 898 1 1 ,820 
Town Sedan 2d, T/B 2,980 761 205,91 0  
Sport Sedan 4d, T/B 3,0 1 0 802 1 38,81 1 
wgn 4d, 8P 3 , 1 58 934 2,493 

1 940 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 2 1 6 .5  3 .50 x 3 . 75 85 S-all 

1 941 
A G  Master Deluxe (wb 1 1 6.0) Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3,020 7 1 2  48,763 

Chevrolet 

u p  to the h u g e  454-c id  V8 . At a base pr ice of near ly 
$3000, the M onte Car lo  so ld wel l :  over 1 30 ,000 cop ies 
i n  i ts f i rst year, ag a inst a mere 40 ,000 of Ford ' s  
Thu nderb i rd .  O f  cou rse, the T- B i rd was cons iderab ly 
more cost ly ,  but  the M onte C ar lo  m u st be j udged a 
success.  

Shorn of i ts Chevy I I  desi g n at ion ,  the Nova was face­
l i fted for 1 970, rece iv i n g  a f i ne-mesh g r i l l e and l arge 
front ,  s ide ,  and rear l i g hts .  The i ntermed i ate C heve l le 
was vast ly  altered ,  and now bore a fam i ly resemb lance 
to the fu l l -s ize mode ls .  I t  h ad a d iv ided g r i l l e ,  scu l p­
tu red sides, and was offered as both a h ardtop and a 
f ixed-p i l l ar cou pe .  The b i g -car sales emphas i s  was sti l l  
o n  the l uxu r ious  I mpal a and Capr ice ;  B i scayne and Bel  
A i r were red uced to one  fou r-door sedan eac h ,  offered 
w i th e i ther  s ix  or V8. 

The br i l l i ant new 1 970 C amaro was i nt roduced in the 
spr i n g  of  that year ;  the 1 969 model was so l d  th ro u g h  the 
p rev ious  Decem ber .  The new C am aro brou g ht d ram at ic  
European - i n sp i red G T  sty l i n g  to  the ponycar f ie ld .  Over 
1 43 ,000 examples were so ld  that year. I ts sty l i n g  was so 
g ood that i t  was st i l l  arou n d  wi th  su rpr is i n g l y  few 
c hang es ten years l ater.  

Wght Price Prod 

cpe 3,025 743 79, 1 24 
Town Sedan 2d 3 ,050 754 2 1 9,438 
Sport Sedan 4d 3 ,090 795 59,538 

AH Special Deluxe (wb 1 1 6.0) 

bus cpe 3,040 769 1 7,602 
cpe 3,050 800 1 55 ,889 
cony cpe 3,285 949 1 5,296 
Town Sedan 2d 3,095 8 1 0  228,458 
Sport Sedan 4d 3, 1 27 85t 1 48,661 
wgn 4d , 8P 3,41 0 995 2,045 
Fleet l ine sdn 4d 3, 1 30 877 34, 1 62 

1 94 1  Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 2 1 6 .5  3 .50 x 3 .75 90 S-all 

1 942 
BG Stylemaster (wb 1 1 6.0) Wght Price Prod 

cpe 2P 3,055 760 8,089 
cpe 5P 3,060 790 1 7,442 
Town Sedan 2d 3,090 800 4 1 ,872 
Sport Sedan 4d 3 , 1 1 0  840 1 4 ,093 

BH Fleetmaster (wb 1 1 6.0) 

cpe 2P 3,070 8 1 5  1 ,7 1 6 
cpe 5p 3,085 845 22 , 1 87 
cony cpe 3,385 1 ,080 1 , 1 82 
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Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

Town Sedan 2d 3 , 1 20 855 39,42 1 2 1 34 cony cpe 3,340 1 ,750 20,471 
Sport Sedan 4d 3 , 1 45 895 3 1 ,44 1 FK Fleetl ine (wb 1 1 6.0) 
wgn 4d, 8P 3,425 1 ,095 1 ,057 

2 1 1 3  Sportmaster sdn 4d 3, 1 50 1 ,492 64,21 7  
B H  Fleetline (wb 1 1 6.0) 2 1 44 Aerosedan 2d 3 , 1 00 1 ,434 2 1 1 ,861 

Aerosedan 2d 3, 1 05 880 61 ,885 1 948 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 
Sportmaster sdn 4d 3, 1 65 920 1 4,530 

L6, 2 1 6 .5  3 .50 x 3 .75 90 S-all 
1 942 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 2 1 6.5 3 .50 x 3 .75 90 S-all 
1 949 

1 946 GJ Special Sty leline (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 

OJ Stylemaster (wb 1 1 6.0) Wght Price Prod 1 502 Town Sedan 2d 3 ,070 1 ,4 1 3  69,398 
1 503 Sport Sedan 4d 3 ,090 1 ,460 46,334 

Sport Sedan 4d 3 , 1 75 1 ,205 75,349 1 504 bus cpe 3,0 1 5  1 ,339 20,337 
Town Sedan 2d 3 , 1 70 1 , 1 52 61 , 1 04 1 524 spt cpe 3,030 1 ,4 1 8  9,3 1 0  
spt cpe 3 , 1 30 1 , 1 37 1 9,243 

GJ Special Fleetl ine (wb 1 1 5.0) bus cpe 3, 1 05 1 ,098 1 4,267 
OK Fleetmaster (wb 1 1 6.0) 1 552 sdn 2d 3,060 1 ,4 1 3 58, 5 1 4  

1 553 sdn 4d 3,095 1 ,460 36,31 7  
Sport Sedan 4d 3,225 1 ,280 73,746 

GK Deluxe Styleline (wb 1 1 5.0) Town Sedan 2d 3 , 1 90 1 ,225 56,538 
spt cpe 3, 1 45 1 ,2 1 2  27,036 2 1 02 Town Sedan 2d 3 , 1 00 1 ,492 1 47,347 
cony cpe 3,445 1 ,476 4,508 2 1 03 Sport Sedan 2d 3 , 1 25 1 ,539 1 91 ,357 
wgn 4d, 8P 3,465 1 ,7 1 2  804 2 1 09 wgn 4d, wood body 3,485 2,267 3,342 

OK Fleetline (wb 1 1 6.0) 2 1 1 9  wgn 4d, steel body 3,465 2,267 6,006 
2 1 24 spt cpe 3,065 1 ,508 78,785 

Sportmaster sdn 4d 3,240 1 ,309 7,501 2 1 34 cony cpe 3 ,375 1 ,857 32,392 
Aerosedan 2d 3, 1 65 1 ,249 57,932 

GK Deluxe Fleetl ine (wb 1 1 5.0) 
1 946 Engine bore x stroke bhp availability 2 1 52 sdn 2d 3 , 1 00 1 ,492 1 80,251 
L6, 2 1 6 .5  3 .50 x 3 .75 90 S-all 2 1 53 sdn 4d 3, 1 35 1 ,539 1 30,323 

1 949 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

1 947 L6, 2 1 6 .5  3 .50 x 3 .75 90 S-all 

EJ Stylemaster (wb 1 1 6.0) Wght Price Prod 

Sport Sedan 4d 3 , 1 30 1 ,276 42 ,571 1 950 
Town Sedan 2d 3,075 1 ,2 1 9  88,534 

HJ Special Styleline (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod spt cpe 3,060 1 ,202 34,51 3 
bus cpe 3,050 1 , 1 60 27,403 1 502 Town Sedan 2d 3 ,085 1 ,403 89,897 

EK Fleetmaster (wb 1 1 6.0) 1 503 Sport Sedan 4d 3, 1 20 1 ,450 55,644 
1 504 bus cpe 3,025 1 ,329 20,984 

Sport Sedan 4d 3 , 1 85 1 ,345 9 1 ,440 1 524 spt cpe 3 ,050 1 ,408 28,328 
Town Sedan 2d 3 , 1 25 1 ,286 80, 1 28 

HJ Special Fleetline (wb 1 1 5.0) spt cpe 3,090 1 ,281 59,661 
cony cpe 3,390 1 ,628 28,443 1 552 sdn 2d 3,080 1 ,403 43,682 
wgn 4d, 8P 3,465 1 ,893 4,9 1 2  1 553 sdn 4d 3 , 1 1 5  1 ,450 23,277 

EK Fleetline (wb 1 1 6.0) HK Deluxe Stylel ine (wb 1 1 5.0) 

Sportmaster sdn 4d 3 , 1 50 1 ,371 54,531 2 1 02 Town Sedan 2d 3 , 1 00 1 ,482 248,567 
Aerosedan 2d 3 , 1 25 1 ,3 1 3  1 59 ,407 2 1 03 Sport Sedan 4d 3, 1 50 1 ,529 3 1 6,41 2 

1 947 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 2 1 1 9  wgn 4d, steel body 3,460 1 ,994 1 66,995 
2 1 24 spt cpe 3 ,090 1 ,498 8 1 ,536 

L6, 2 1 6.5  3 .50 x 3.75 90 S-all 2 1 34 cony cpe 3,380 1 ,847 32,81 0  
2 1 54 Bel Air htp cpe 3 ,225 1 ,741 76,662 

1 948 
HK Deluxe Fleetl ine (wb 1 1 5.0) 

2 1 52 sdn 2d 3 , 1 1 5  1 ,482 1 89,509 
FJ Stylemaster (wb 1 1 6.0) Wght Price Prod 2 1 53 sdn 4d 3 , 1 45 1 ,529 1 24,287 
1 502 Town Sedan 2d 3,095 1 ,3 1 3 70,228 1 950 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 
1 503 Sport Sedan 4d 3 , 1 1 5  1 ,371 48,456 L6, 2 1 6 .5  1 504 bus cpe 3,045 1 ,244 1 8,396 3 .50 x 3.75 92 S-all 
1 524 spt cpe 3,020 1 ,323 34,5 1 3  
FK Fleetmaster (wb 1 1 6.0) 1 951 
2 1 02 Town Sedan 2d 3 , 1 1 0  1 ,381 66,208 

JJ Special Styleline (wb 1 1 5.0) 2 1 03 Sport Sedan 4d 3, 1 50 1 ,439 93, 1 42 Wght Price Prod 

2 1 09 wgn 4d, 8P 3,430 2 ,01 3 1 0, 1 71 1 502 sdn 2d 3,095 1 ,540 75,566 
2 1 24 spt cpe 3,050 1 ,402 58,786 1 503 sdn 4d 3, 1 30 1 ,595 63,71 8 
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Wght Price Prod 1 954 
1 504 bus cpe 3 ,040 1 ,460 1 7,020 1 50 Special (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 
1 524 spt cpe 3 ,060 1 ,545 1 8,981 1 502 sdn 2d 3 , 1 65 1 ,680 64 ,855 
JJ Special Fleetl ine (wb 1 1 5.0) 1 503 sdn 4d 3 ,2 1 0  1 ,623 32,430 
1 552 sdn 2d 3,090 1 ,540 6,441 1 509 Handyman wgn 4d 3 ,455 2 ,020 2 1 ,404 
1 553 sdn 4d 3 , 1 30 1 ,594 3,364 1 5 1 2  Ut i l ity sdn 2d, 3P 3 , 1 45 1 , 539 1 0,770 

JK Deluxe Stylel ine (wb 1 1 5.0) 2 1 0  Deluxe (wb ( 1 1 5.0) 

2 1 02 sdn 2d 3 , 1 1 0 1 ,629 262,933 2 1 02 sdn 2d 3, 1 85 1 ,7 1 7 1 95,498 
2 1 03 sdn 4d 3 , 1 40 1 ,680 380,270 2 1 03 sdn 4d 3,230 1 ,771 235, 1 46 
2 1 1 9  wgn 4d 3,470 2 , 1 9 1  23,586 2 1 09 Handyman wgn 4d 3,470 2 , 1 33 27, 1 75 
2 1 24 spt cpe 3 , 1 1 5  1 ,647 64,976 2 1 24 Del ray cpe 3, 1 85 1 ,782 66,403 
2 1 34 conv cpe 3,380 2,030 20, 1 72 240 Bel Air  (wb 1 1 5.0) 
2 1 54 Bel Air htp cpe 3 ,225 1 ,9 1 4  1 03,356 2402 sdn 2d 3 ,220 1 ,830 1 43,573 
JK Deluxe Fleet l ine (wb 1 1 5.0) 2403 sdn 4d 3,255 1 ,884 248,750 
2 1 52 sdn 2d 3 , 1 25 1 ,629 1 3 1 , 9 10  24 1 9  Townsman wgn 4d, 8P 3 ,540 2,283 8, 1 56 
2 1 53 sdn 4d 3 , 1 55 1 ,680 57,693 2434 conv cpe 3,445 2 , 1 85 1 9,383 

2454 Sport Coupe htp cpe 3,300 2,061  66,378 
1 95 1  Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

1 954 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 
L6, 2 1 6.5  3 .50 x 3 . 75 92 S-all L6, 235.5 3 .56 x 3 .94 1 1 5  S-manual 
1 952 L6, 235.5 3 .56 x 3 .94 1 25 S-Powerglide 

KJ Special  Sty le l ine (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 

1 502 sdn 2d 3,085 1 ,6 1 4  54 ,781 1 955 
1 503 sdn 4d 3 , 1 1 5  1 ,670 35,460 1 50 (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 
1 504 bus cpe 3 ,045 1 ,530 1 0,359 
1 524 spt cpe 3,050 1 ,620 8,906 1 502 sdn 2d 3 , 1 45 1 ,685 66 ,4 1 6  
KK Deluxe Stylel ine (wb 1 1 5.0) 

1 503 sdn 4d 3 , 1 50 1 ,728 29,898 
1 5 1 2  Ut i l  sdn 3 ,070 1 ,593 1 1 , 1 96 

2 1 02 sdn 2d 3 , 1 1 0  1 ,707 2 1 5 ,4 1 7  1 529 Handyman wgn 4d 3,275 2,030 1 7,936 
2 1 03 sdn 4d 3 , 1 45 1 ,761 3 1 9,736 2 1 0 (wb l 1 5.0) 2 1 1 9  wgn 4d 3 ,475 2 ,297 1 2 ,756 
2 1 24 spt cpe 3 , 1 00 1 ,726 36,954 2 1 02 sdn 2d 3, 1 30 1 ,775 249 , 1 05 
2 1 34 conv cpe 3,380 2 , 1 28 1 1 ,975 2 1 03 sdn 4d 3 , 1 65 1 ,8 1 9 3 1 7 ,724 
2 1 54 Bel Air htp cpe 3 ,21 5 2,006 74,634 2 1 09 Townsman wgn 4d 3 ,355 2, 1 27 82,303 
KK Deluxe Fleet l ine (wb 1 1 5.0) 

2 1 24 Del ray cpe 3 , 1 30 1 ,835 1 1 5,584 
2 1 29 Handyman wgn 2d 3 ,31 5 2 ,079 28,91 8  

2 1 52 sdn 2d 3 , 1 1 0  1 ,707 37, 1 64 2 1 54 htp cpe 1 1 ,675 
1 952 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity Bel Air (wb 1 1 5.0) 

L6, 2 1 6.5 3 .50 x 3 .75 92 S-manual sh ift 2402 sdn 2d 3, 1 40 1 ,888 1 68,3 1 3  
L6, 235 .5  3 .56 x 3 .94 1 05 S-Powerglide 2403 sdn 4d 3 , 1 85 1 ,932 345,372 

2409 Beauvi l le wgn 4d 3 ,370 2,262 24,3 1 3  
1 953 2429 Nomad wgn 2d 3 ,285 8,386 

2434 conv cpe 3,300 2,206 41 ,292 
1 50 Special (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 2454 Sport Coupe htp cpe 3, 1 80 2 ,067 1 85 ,562 
1 502 sdn 2d 3 , 1 80 1 ,6 1 3  79,4 1 6 1 955 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 
1 503 sdn 4d 3,2 1 5  1 ,670 54,207 
1 504 bus cpe 3, 1 40 1 ,524 1 3 ,555 L6, 235.5 3 .56 x 3 .94 1 23/ 1 36 S-manual/Powergl ide 
1 509 H andyman wgn 4d 3,420 2,01 0 22,408 V8, 265.0 3 .75 x 3 .00 1 62/ 1 70 O-manual/Powergl ide 
1 524 club cpe 3, 1 40 1 ,620 6,993 V8, 265.0 3 .75 x 3 .00 1 80 O-all 

2 1 0  Deluxe (wb 1 1 5.0) 

2 1 02 sdn 2d 3 ,2 1 5  1 ,707 247,455 1 956 
2 1 03 sdn 4d 3 ,250 1 ,761 332,497 1 50 (wb l 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 2 1 09 Handyman wgn 4d 3,450 2 , 1 23 1 8,258 
2 1 1 9  Townsman wgn 4d, 8P 3 ,495 2,273 7 ,988 1 502 sdn 2d 3, 1 54 1 ,826 82,384 
2 1 24 club cpe 3, 1 90 1 ,726 23,961 1 503 sdn 4d 3 , 1 96 1 ,869 51 ,544 
2 1 34 conv cpe 3,435 2,093 5 ,61 7 1 5 1 2  Uti l  sdn 3 , 1 1 7  1 ,734 9,879 
2 1 54 htp cpe 3,295 1 ,967 1 4,045 1 529 Handyman wgn 2d 3,299 2, 1 7 1 1 3 ,487 
240 Bel Air (wb 1 1 5.0) 2 1 0  (wb 1 1 5.0) 

2402 sdn 2d 3,230 1 ,820 1 44 ,401 2 1 02 sdn 2d 3, 1 67 1 ,9 1 2  205,545 
2403 sdn 4d 3,275 1 ,874 247,284 2 1 03 sdn 4d 3,202 1 ,955 283 , 1 25 
2434 conv cpe 3 ,470 2 , 1 75 24,047 2 1 09 Townsman wgn 4d 3,371 2 ,263 1 1 3 ,656 
2454 hlp cpe 3,3 1 0  2,05 1 99,028 2 1 1 3  Sport htp sdn 3 ,252 2 , 1 1 7  20,021 
1 953 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

2 1 1 9  Beauvil le wgn 4d, 9P 3,490 2,348 1 7,988 
2 1 24 Delray cpe 3, 1 72 1 ,971 56,382 

L6, 235.5 3 .56 x 3 .94 1 05 S-manual shift 2 1 29 H andyman wgn 2d 3 ,334 2 ,2 1 5  22,038 
L6, 235.5 3.56 x 3 .94 1 1 5 S-Powerglide 2 1 54 Sport hlp cpe 3, 1 94 2,063 1 8,61 6 
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Chevrolet 

Bel Air (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

2402 sdn 2d 3, 1 87 2,025 1 04,849 1 747 Impala htp cpe, L6 3,458 2,586 
2403 sdn 4d 3,22 1 2,068 269,798 1 749 sdn 4d, L6 3,467 2 ,440 
24 1 3  Sport htp sdn 3,270 2,230 1 03,602 1 767 Impala conv cpe, L6 3,522 2 ,734 
24 1 9  Beauville wgn 4d , 9P 3 ,506 2,482 1 3,279 1 83 1  Sport htp cpe , V8 3,458 2, 554 
2429 Nomad wgn 2d 3,352 2,608 7,886 1 839 Sport htp sdn, V8 3, 5 1 4  2 ,6 1 8  
2434 conv cpe 3,330 2,344 41 ,268 1 84 1  sdn 2d , V8 3,427 2,493 
2454 Sport htp cpe 3,222 2 , 1 76 1 28,382 1 847 Impala htp cpe,V8 3,459 2,693 
1 956 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 1 849 sdn 4d, V8 3,470 2 ,547 

1 867 Impala conv cpe, V8 3,523 2,841 
L6, 235.5 3 .56 x 3.94 1 40 S-all 

Station Wagon (wb 1 1 7.5)- 1 87,-063 built V8, 265 .0 3.75 x 3.00 1 62/ 1 70 O-manual/Powergl ide 
V8, 265.0 3 .75 x 3.00 205/225 O-all 1 1 9 1 Yeoman 2d, L6 3,693 2,4 1 3  

1 1 93 Yeoman 4d, L6 3 ,740 2,467 
1 29 1  Yeoman 2d, V8 3,696 2,520 
1 292 Yeoman 4d, VB 3,743 2,574 

1 957 1 593 Brookwood 4d, 6P, L6 3 ,748 2,571 
1 594 Brookwood 4d, 9P, L6 3,837 2,678 

1 50 (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 1 693 Brookwood 4d, 6P, V8 3,751 2 ,678 
1 502 sdn 2d 3,21 1 1 ,996 70,774 1 694 Brookwood 4d, 9P, V8 3 ,839 2 ,785 
1 503 sdn 4d 3 ,236 2,048 52,266 1 793 Nomad 4d, L6 3,768 2 ,728 
1 5 1 2  Uti l  sdn 2d 3 , 1 63 1 ,885 8,300 1 893 Nomad 4d, V8 3,771 2,835 
1 529 Handyman wgn 2d 3,406 2,307 1 4,740 ' To nearest 1 00 .  Impalas approximately 60,000 . 
2 1 0  (wb 1 1 5.0) 1 958 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

2 1 02 sdn 2d 3,225 2 , 1 22 1 60,090 L6, 235 .5  3 .56 x 3 .94 1 45 S-six 
2 1 03 sdn 4d 3 ,270 2 , 1 74 260 ,401 V8, 283 .0  3 .88 x 3 .00 1 85 S-V8 
2 1 09 Townsman wgn 4d 3,461 2,456 1 27,803 V8, 348 .0  4. 1 3 x 3.25 250 O-all 
2 1 1 3  Sport htp sdn 3,320 2 ,270 1 6, 1 78 
2 1 1 9  Beauville wgn 4d 3,561 2,563 21 ,083 
2 1 24 Delray cpe 3,220 2 , 1 62 25,644 
2 1 29 Handyman wgn 2d 3,406 2,402 1 7,528 

1 959 2 1 54 Sport htp cpe 3,260 2,204 22,63 1 
Bel Air  (wb 1 1 5.0) Biscayne: (wb 1 1 9.0)-31 1 ,800· built Wght Price Prod 

2402 sdn 2d 3,232 2,238 62 ,757 1 1 1 1  sdn 2d, L6 3 ,535 2 ,247 
2403 sdn 4d 3 ,276 2,290 254,331 1 1 1 9 sdn 4d, L6 3,605 2,301 
2409 Townsman wgn 4d 3,460 2 ,580 27,375 1 1 2 1  Util sdn 2d , L6 3 ,480 2 , 1 60 
241 3  Sport htp sdn 3,340 2,364 1 37,672 1 2 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 3,530 2,365 
2429 Nomad wgn 2d 3,465 2,757 6, 1 03 1 2 1 9  sdn 4d, V8 3,600 2,4 1 9  
2434 conv cpe 3,409 2,51 1 47,562 1 22 1  Uti l sdn 2d, V8 3,490 2,278 
2454 Sport htp cpe 3,278 2,299 1 66,426 Bel Air  (wb 1 1 9.0)-447,1 00· bui lt 
1 957 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 1 51 1 sdn 2d, L6 3 ,51 5 2,386 
L6, 235.5  3 .56 x 3.94 1 40 S-all 1 5 1 9  sdn 4d , L6 3,600 2,440 
V8, 265.0 3 .75 x 3 .00 1 62 O-all wi manual shift 1 539 Sport htp sdn, L6 3,660 2,556 
V8, 283.0 3 .88 x 3 .00 1 85 S-all w/automatic 1 61 1 sdn 2d , V8 3,5 1 0 2 ,504 
V8 , 283.0 3 .88 x 3 .00 245/250 O-all 1 6 1 9  sdn 4d, V8 3,6 1 5 2,558 
V8, 283 .0 3.88 x 3.00 270/283 O-manual shift 1 639 Sport htp sdn, V8 3 ,630 2 ,674 

Impala (wb 1 1 9.0)-407,200· built exc 1 867 

1 71 9  sdn 4d, L6 3 ,625 2 ,592 
1 958 1 737 Sport htp cpe,  L6 3 ,570 2,599 

1 739 Sport htp sdn, L6 3,665 2,664 
Delray (wb 1 1 7.5)-1 78,000· built Wght Price Prod 1 767 conv cpe, L6 3 ,660 2,849 
1 1 2 1  Uti l sdn 2d, L6 3,35 1 2 ,01 3 1 8 1 9  sdn 4d, V8 3,620 2,7 1 0  
1 1 4 1  sdn 2d, L6 3,396 2 , 1 0 1  1 837  Sport htp cpe, V8 3,580 2,7 1 7  
1 1 49 sdn 4d, L6 3,439 2 , 1 55 1 839 Sport htp sdn ,  V8 3,670 2,782 
1 22 1  Util sdn 2d, V8 3, 1 56 2 , 1 20 1 867 conv cpe, V8 3,650 2,967 65,800 
1 241  sdn  2d ,  V8 3,399 2,208 Station Wagon (wb 1 1 9.0)- 1 95,583 bui lt  exc 1 2 1 5 
1 249 sdn 4d, V8 3,442 2,262 1 1 1 5 Brookwood 2d, L6 3 ,870 2,571 
Biscayne (wb 1 1 7.5)-1 00,000· built exc 1 541  1 1 35 Brookwood 4d , L6 3 ,955 2,638 
1 54 1  sdn 2d, L6 3,404 2,236 76,229 1 2 1 5  Brookwood, 2d,  V8 3,860 2,689 1 8,800 
1 549 sdn 4d, L6 3,447 2,290 1 235 Brookwood, 4d, V8 3,955 2,756 
1 64 1  sdn 2d, V8 3 ,407 2 ,343 1 535 Parkwood 4d, L6 3,965 2,749 
1 649 sdn 4d, V8 3,450 2,397 1 545 Kingswood, 4d, 9P,  L6 4,020 2,852 

1 635  Parkwood 4d ,  V8 3,970 2,867 
Bel Air (wb 1 1 7.5)-592,000' built 1 645 Kingswood 4d, 9P, V8 4,0 1 5 2,970 
1 73 1  Sport htp cpe, L6 3,455 2,447 1 735 Nomad 4d, L6 3,980 2,891 
1 739 Sport htp sdn ,  L6 3 ,51 1 2 ,5 1 1 1 835 Nomad 4d, V8 3 ,975 3,009 
1 74 1  sdn 2d, L6 3,424 2,386 ' To nearest 1 00. 
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1 959 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 235 .5 3.56 x 3 .94 1 35 S-six 
V8, 283.0 3 .88 x 3.00 1 85 S-V8 
V8, 348 .0  4. 1 3 x 3 .25 250-3 1 5  O-all 

1 960 
Biscayne (wb 1 1 9 ,0)-287,700· built Wght Price Prod 

1 1 1 1  sdn 2d, L6 3 ,485 2,262 
- 1 1 1 9 sdn 4d, L6 3 ,555 2,3 1 6  
1 1 2 1  Util sdn 2d, L6 3,455 2, 1 75 
1 2 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 3,500 2,369 
1 2 1 9  sdn 4d, V8 3,570 2 ,423 
1 22 1  Uti I sdn 2d, V8 3,470 2,282 
Biscayne Fleetmaster (wb 1 1 9 ,0)-prod included with Biscayne 

1 3 1 1  sdn 2d , L6 3,480 2,230 
1 3 1 9  sdn 4d, L6 3,545 2,284 
1 4 1 1 sdn 2d , V8 3,495 2,337 
1 4 1 9  sdn 4d , V8 3,560 2,391 
Bel Air (wb 1 1 9.0)-381 ,500' bui lt 

1 5 1 1  sdn 2d, L6 3,490 2,384 
1 5 1 9  sdn 4d, L6 3,565 2,438 
1 537 Sport htp cpe,  L6 3,5 1 5  2 ,489 
1 539 Sport hlp sdn, L6 3,605 2,554 
1 6 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 3,505 2 ,491 
1 6 1 9  sdn 4d, V8 3,500 2 ,545 
1 637 Sport htp cpe, L6 3,530 2 ,596 
1 639 Sport htp sdn, V8 3,620 2,661 
Impala (wb 1 1 9.0)-41 1 ,000' bui lt exc 1 867 

1 71 9  sdn 4d, L6 3,575 2,590 
1 737 Sport htp cpe,  L6 3,530 2 ,597 
1 739 Sport htp sdn, L6 3,625 2,662 
1 767 conv cpe, L6 3,625 2,847 
1 8 1 9  sdn 4d, V8 3,580 2,697 
1 837 Sport htp cpe,  V8 3,540 2,704 
1 839 Sport htp sdn, V8 3,625 2,769 
1 867 conv cpe, V8 3,635 2,954 1 00,000' 
Station Wagon (wb 1 1 9.0)-21 2,700· bui lt  

1 1 1 5 Brookwood 2d, L6 3,845 2,586 
1 1 35 Brookwood 4d, L6 3,935 2,653 
1 2 1 5  Brookwood 2d, V8 3,855 2,693 
1 235 Brookwood 4d, V8 3,935 2,760 
1 535 Parkwood 4d, L6 3,945 2,747 
1 545 Kingswood, 4d ,  9P, L6 3,990 2,850 
1 635 Parkwood 4d, V8 3,950 2,854 
1 645 Kingswood 4d, 9P, V8 4,000 2 ,957 9 
1 735 Nomad 4d, L6 3,955 2,889 
1 835 Nomad 4d, V8 3,960 2,996 
* To nearest 1 00 ;  model 1 645 dropped. 
1 960 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi lity 

L6, 235.5 3 .56 x 3.94 1 35 S-six 
V8, 283.0 3 .88 x 3.00 1 70 S-V8 
V8, 348.0  4 . 1 3 x 3.25 250-335 O-all 

1 96 1  
Biscayne (wb 1 1 9.0)-201 ,000· bui lt Wght Price Prod 

1 1 1 1  sdn 2d, L6 3,4 1 5  2,262 
1 1 2 1  Uti I sdn 2d, L6 3,390 2, 1 75 
1 1 69 sdn 4d, L6 3,500 2,3 1 6  
1 2 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 3,425 2,369 
1 22 1 Uti I sdn 2d, V8 3,395 2,282 
1 269 sdn 4d, V8 3,505 2,423 
Biscayne Fleetmaster (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 3 1 1 sdn 2d, L6 3,4 1 0  2,230 
1 369 sdn 4d, L6 3 ,495 2,284 

1 4 1 1 sdn 2d,  V8 
1 469 sdn 4d , V8 
Bel Air (wb 1 1 9.0)-330,000' built 

1 5 1 1  sdn 2d , L6 
1 537 Sport htp cpe, L6 
1 539 Sport htp sdn, L6 
1 569 sdn 4d, L6 
1 6 1 1  sdn 2d , V8 
1 637 Sport htp cpe, V8 
1 639 Sport htp sdn, V8 
1 669 sdn 4d, V8 
Impala (wb 1 1 9.0)-426,400· bui lt exc 1 867 

1 7 1 1  sdn 2d , L6 
1 737 Sport htp cpe, L6 
1 739 Sport hlp sdn, L6 
1 767 conv cpe, L6 
1 769 sdn 4d , L6 
1 8 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 
1 837 Sport hlp cpe, V8 
1 839 Sport hlp sdn, V8 
1 867 conv cpe, V8 
1 869 sdn 4d, V8 
Station Wagon (wb 1 1 9.0)'·· 

1 1 35 Brookwood 4d, L6 
1 1 45 Brookwood 4d , 9P, L6 
1 235 Brookwood 4d, V8 
1 245 Brookwood 4d, 9P, V8 
1 535 Parkwood 4d, L6 
1 545 Parkwood 4d ,  9P, L6 
1 635 Parkwood 4d, V8 
1 645 Parkwood 4d, 9P, V8 
1 735 Nomad 4d, L6 
1 745 Nomad 4d ,  9P, L6 
1 835 Nomad 4d, V8 
1 845 Nomad 4d ,  9P, V8 

* To nearest 1 00 .  
· ' I ncluded with B iscayne. 

" ' Included with models above. 
1 96 1  Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 235 . 5  3.56 x 3.94 1 35 
V8, 283.0 3.88 x 3 .00 1 70 
V8, 348.0 4. 1 3 x 3.25 250-335 

1 962 
Chevy 1 1 1 00 (wb 1 1 0.0) 

0 1 1 1  sdn 2d, L4 
0 1 35 wgn 4d, L4 
0 1 69 sdn 4d, L4 
021 1 sdn 2d, L6 
0235 wgn 4d, L6 
0269 sdn 4d, L6 
Chevy 1 /  300 (wb 1 1 0.0) 

031 1 sdn 2d , L4 
0345 wgn 4d, 9P, L4 
0369 sdn 4d, L4 
041 1 sdn 2d, L6 
0445 wgn 4d , 9P, L6 
0469 sdn 4d, L6 
Chevy 1/ Nova 400, L6 (wb 1 1 0.0) 

0435 wgn 4d 
0437 Sport hlp cpe 
044 1 sdn 2d 
0449 sdn 4d 
0467 conv cpe 

Wght 

3,4 1 5  
3,500 

3,430 
3,475 
3,550 
3,5 1 5  
3,435 
3,480 
3,555 
3,520 

3,445 
3,485 
3,575 
3,605 
3,530 
3,440 
3,480 
3,570 
3,600 
3,525 

3,850 
3,900 
3,845 
3,895 
3,865 
3,9 1 0  
3,860 
3,905 
3,885 
3,935 
3,880 
3,930 

Chevrolet 

Price Prod 

2 ,3�TI- 3 000 2,391 ' 

2 ,384 
2 ,489 
2,554 
2,438 
2,49 1 
2 ,596 
2, 661 
2 ,545 

2,536 
2,597 
2,662 
2,847 
2,590 
2,643 
2,704 
2,769 
2,954 64,600 
2,697 

2 ,653 
2, 756 
2,760 
2,864 
2 ,747 
2 ,850 
2,854 
2,957 
2,889 
2 ,992 
2 ,996 
3,099 

availabil ity 

S-six 
S-V8 
O-all 

Wght Price Prod 

2,4 1 0  2,003 
2,665 2,399 - 1 1 ,500' 
2 ,445 2,041  
2 ,500 2,063 
2,755 2,399 -35,500' 
2 ,535 2 , 1 0 1  

2,425 2 ,084 
2,765 2 ,51 7 
2 .460 2 , 1 22 
2 ,5 1 5  2 " � 
2,855 2,577 - 92,800' 
2 ,550 2 , 1 82 

2 ,775 2 ,497 
2,550 2 ,254 59,586 
2,540 2 , 1 98 44 ,390 
2,575 2 ,336 1 39,004 
2,745 2,475 23,74 , 
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Chevrolet 

Biscayne (wb 1 1 9.0)-1 60,000" bui lt Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

1 1 1 1  sdn 2d, L6 3,405 2,324 1 1 69 sdn 4d, L6 3 ,280 2,376 
1 1 35 wgn 4d, L6 3,845 2,725 1 2 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 3,340 2,429 
1 1 69 sdn 4d, L6 3,480 2,378 1 235 wgn 4d, V8 3,8 1 0  2 ,830 
1 2 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 3,400 2,431 1 269 sdn 4d, V8 3,41 5 2,483 
1 235 wgn 4d, V8 3,840 2,832 Bel Air  (wb 1 1 9.0)-354,1 00' bui lt 
1 269 sdn 4d, V8 3 ,475 2,485 
Bel Air (wb 1 1 9.0)-365,000" built 

1 5 1 1 sdn 2d, L6 3 ,2 1 5  2 ,454 
1 535 wgn 4d , L6 3,685 2,81 8 

1 5 1 1 sdn 2d, L6 3,41 0 2,456 1 545 wgn 4d, 9P, L6 3,720 2,92 1 
1 535 wgn 4d, L6 3 ,845 2,81 9 1 569 sdn 4d, L6 3 ,280 2 ,508 
1 537 Sport rtp epe, L6 3,445 2,56 1 1 61 1 sdn 2d, V8 3,345 2,561 
1 545 wgn 4d, 9P, L6 3,895 2,922 1 635 wgn 4d, V8 3,8 1 0  2 ,925 
1 569 sdn 4d , L6 3,480 2,51 0 1 645 wgn 4d, 9P, V8 3,850 3,028 
1 6 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 3,405 2 ,563 1 669 sdn 4d, V8 3,4 1 5  2 ,61 5 
1 635 wgn 4d, V8 3,840 2,926 Impala (wb 1 1 9. )-832,600' bui lt ( includes SS models) 
1 637 Sport htp epe, V8 3,440 2,668 
1 645 wgn 4d, 9P, V8 3,890 3,029 1 735 wgn 4d, L6 3 ,705 2,960 
1 669 sdn 4d, V8 3,475 2,6 1 7  1 739 Sport htp sdn, L6 3 ,350 2,732 

Impala (wb 1 1 9.0)-704,900" bui lt ( includes SS models) 
1 745 wgn 4d, 9P, L6 3 ,745 3,063 
1 747 Sport htp epe , L6 3,265 2,667 

1 735 wgn 4d, L6 3 ,870 2,961 1 767 eonv epe, L6 3,400 2,91 7 
1 739 Sport htp sdn, L6 3,540 2,734 1 769 sdn 4d, L6 3,3 1 0  2,66 1 
1 745 wgn 4d, 9P, L6 3,925 3,064 1 835 wgn 4d, V8 3,835 3,067 
1 747 Sport htp epe, L6 3,455 2,669 1 839 Sport htp sdn, V8 3,475 2,839 
1 767 eonv epe, L6 3,565 2,9 1 9  1 845 wgn 4d, 9P, V8 3,870 3 , 1 70 
1 769 sdn 4d, L6 3 ,51 0 2 ,662 1 847 Sport htp epe, V8 3,390 2 ,774 
1 835 wgn 4d, V8 3,865 3,068 1 867 eonv epe, V8 3,525 3,024 
1 839 Sport htp sdn, V8 3,535 2,84 1 1 869 sdn 4d, V8 3,435 2,768 
1 845 wgn 4d, 9P, V8 3,920 3 , 1 71 *To nearest 1 00 ;  does not include wagons. Total wagons 1 87,600; Chevy I I  1 847 Sport htp epe, V8 3,450 2,776 wagons 75,274. 1 867 eonv epe, V8 3,560 3,026 
1 869 sdn 4d, V8 3,505 2 ,769 1 963 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

*To nearest 1 00 .  L4, 1 53 .0 3 .88 x 3.25 90 S-Chevy I I  
* * Does not include wagons. L6, 1 94.0 3 .56 x 3 .25 1 20 S-Chevy I I  
1 962 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 230 .0  3 .87 x 3 .25 1 40 S-Chevrolet 
V8, 283.0 3 .88 x 3 .00 1 70 S-Chevrolet 

L4, 1 53 .0 3 .88 x 3 .25 90 S-Chevy II 1 00, 300 V8, 327 .0  4 .00 x 3 .25 250/300 O-Chevrolet 
L6, 1 94.0 3 .56 x 3 .25 1 20 S-Chevy I I  all V8, 409.0 4 .31  x 3 .50 340-425 O-Chevrolet 
L6, 235 .5  3.56 x 3.94 1 35 S-Chevrolet 
V8, 283 .0  3.88 x 3 .00 1 70 S-Chevrolet 

1 964 V8, 327.0 4.00 x 3 .25 250/300 0-V8-all Chev 
V8, 409 .0 4.31 x 3 .50 380/409 0-V8-all Chev Chevy 1 1 1 00 (wb 1 1 0.0)-53,1 00 bui lt' Wght Price Prod 

0 1 1 0  sdn 2d , L4 2,455 2,01 1 

1 963 
0 1 69 sdn , L4 2 ,495 2,048 
021 1 sdn 2d, L6 2 ,540 2,070 

Chevy 1 1 1 00 (wb 1 1 0.0)-50,400' bui lt Wght Price Prod 0235 wgn 4d, L6 2,840 2,406 
0269 sdn 4d , L6 2 ,580 2 , 1 08 

0 1 1 1  sdn 2d, L4 2,430 2,003 
0 1 35 wgn 4d, L4 2,725 2,338 Chevy II Nova 400, L6 (wb 1 1 0,0)- 1 02,900' built ( includes SS) 

0 1 69 sdn 4d, L4 2,455 2,040 041 1 sdn 2d 2,560 2,206 
021 1 sdn 2d, L6 2,520 2,062 0435 wgn 4d 2,860 2 ,503 
0235 wgn 4d, L6 2 ,8 1 0  2,397 0437 Sport htp epe 2 ,660 2,271 
0269 sdn 4d, L6 2,545 2,099 0469 sdn 4d 2,595 2,243 
Chevy II 300 (wb 1 1 0,0)-78,800' bui lt Chevy II Nova SS, L6 (wb 1 1 0.0) 

031 1 sdn 2d, L4 2,440 2,084 0447 Sport htp epe 2,675 2,433 
0345 wgn 4d, 9P, L4 2,8 1 0  2,5 1 6  

Chevelle 300 (wb 1 1 5,0)-68,300' bui lt 0369 sdn 4d, L4 2,470 2 , 1 2 1  
041 1 sdn 2d, L6 2,530 2 , 1 43 531 1 sdn 2d, L6 2 ,825 2,231 
0445 wgn 4d, 9P, L6 2,900 2,575 53 1 5  wgn 2d, L6 3,050 2 ,528 
0469 sdn 4d, L6 2 ,560 2 , 1 80 5335 wgn 4d, L6 3 , 1 30 2,566 
Chevy II Nova 400, L6 (wb 1 1 0.0) 5369 sdn 4d, L6 2 ,850 2,268 

541 1 sdn 2d, V8 2,995 2,339 
0435 wgn 4d 2,835 2 ,494 541 5  wgn 2d, V8 3, 1 70 2,636 
0437 Sport htp epe 2,590 2,267 87,4 1 5  5435 wgn 4d, V8 2,250 2,674 
0449 sdn 4d 2,590 2,235 58,862 5469 sdn 4d, V8 2,980 2,376 
0467 eonv epe 2,760 2,472 24,823 
Biscayne (wb 1 1 9.0)- 1 86,500' bui lt 

Chevelle Malibu (wb 1 1 5.0) 1 49,000' bui lt 

5535 wgn 4d, L6 3, 1 40 2 ,647 
1 1 1 1  sdn 2d, L6 3,205 2,322 5537 Sport htp epe, L6 2,850 2,376 
1 1 35 wgn 4d, L6 3,685 2,723 5545 wgn 4d, 9P, L6 3,240 2,744 
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Wght Price Prod 

5567 cony cpe, L6 2 ,995 2,587 -

5569 sdn 4d, L6 2 ,870 2,349 -

5635 wgn 4d, V8 3,265 2,755 -

5637 Sport htp cpe, V8 2 ,975 2,484 -

5645 wgn 4d, 9P, V8 3,365 2,852 -

5667 cony cpe, V8 3, 1 20 2,695 -

5669 sdn 4d , V8 2,996 2,457 -

.Chevel le Mal ibu SS (wb 1 1 5.0) -67, 1 00* built 

5737 Sport htp cpe, L6 2 ,875 2 ,538 -

5767 cony cpe, L6 3,020 2 ,749 -

5837 Sport htp cpe, V8 3,000 2 ,646 -

5867 con v cpe, V8 3 , 1 45 2 ,857 -

Biscayne (wb 1 1 9.0)- 1 73,900' bui lt 

1 1 1 1  sdn 2d, L6 3,230 2 ,363 -

1 1 35 wgn 4d, L6 3,700 2,763 -

1 1 69 sdn 4d, L6 3,300 2 ,4 1 7 -

1 21 1  sdn 2d, V8 3,365 2,471 -

1 235 wgn 4d , V8 3,820 2,871 -

1 269 sdn 4d, V8 3,430 2,524 -

Bel Air  (wb 1 1 9.0)-3 1 8, 1 00* bui lt 

1 51 1 sdn 2d, L6 3,235 2,465 -

1 535 wgn 4d, L6 3,745 2 ,828 -

1 545 wgn 4d , 9P, L6 3 ,705 2,931  -

1 569 sdn 4d, L6 3,305 2,5 1 9  -

1 61 1 sdn 2d, V8 3,370 2,573 -

1 635 wgn 4d, V8 3 ,825 2,935 -
1 645 wgn 4d ,  9P, V8 3,865 3,039 -
1 669 sdn 4d, V8 3,440 2,626 -

I mpala (wb 1 1 9.0)-889,600* bui lt  ( includes SS) 

1 735 wgn 4d, L6 3 ,725 2,970 -
1 739 Sport htp sdn, L6 3,370 2 ,742 -
1 745 wgn 4d , 9P, L6 3 ,770 3,073 -
1 767 cony cpe, L6 3,400 2,927 -
1 769 sdn 4d, L6 3,340 2,671 -
1 835 wgn 4d , V8 3,850 3,077 -
1 839 Sport htp sdn, V8 3,490 2,850 -
1 845 wgn 4d , 9P, V8 3 ,895 3 , 1 8 1  -
1 847 Sport htp cpe, V8 3,4 1 5 2 ,786 -

1 867 conv cpe, V8 3,525 3,035 -

1 869 sdn 4d , V8 3,460 2,779 -

Impala SS (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 347  htp cpe, L6 3,325 2,839 -
1 367 cony cpe,  L6 3,435 3,088 -

1 447  Sport htp cpe, V8 3,450 2,947 -
1 467 cony cpe, V8 3,555 3, 1 96 -

* To nearest 1 00 ;  does not i nclude wagons. Wagon production : Chevy I I  
35,700; Chevelle 44,000; others 1 92,800. 
1 964 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L4, 1 53.0 3.88 x 3.25 90 
L6, 1 94.0 3 .56 x 3.25 1 20 
L6, 230.0  3.87 x 3 .25 1 40 
L6, 230.0 3.87 x 3.25 1 55 
V8, 283 .0  3 .88 x 3 .00 1 95 
V8, 283.0 3 .88 x 3 .00 220 
V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 250/300 
V8, 409.0 4.31 x 3.50 340-425 

1 965 
Chevy 1 1 1 00 (wb 1 1 0 .0) 

1 1 1 1 1  sdn 2d, L4 
1 1 1 69 sdn 4d, L4 

avai labi l ity 

S-Chevy I I  1 00 
S-Chevy 1 1 1 00/400, Chevelle 
S-Chevrolet; O-others 
O-all 
S-V8 Chvlle, Chvrlet; O-Chevy I I  
O-Cheve"e 
O-Chevrolet 
O-Chevrolet 

Wght 

2,505 
2,520 

Price Prod 

,2 ,01D-- 1 300' 2,048 ' 

Wght 

1 1 3 1 1 sdn 2d, L6 2,605 
1 1 335 wgn 4d , L6 2 ,875 
1 1 369 sdn 4d , L6 2,620 
Chevy II Nova 400, L6 (wb 1 1 0.0)-51 ,700* bui lt 

1 1 535 wgn 4d 2,880 
1 1 537 htp cpe 2,645 
1 1 569 sdn 4d 2 ,645 
Chevy II Nova SS, L6 (wb 1 1 0.0) 

1 1 737 htp cpe 2,690 
Chevelle 300 (wb 1 1 5.0)-3 1 ,600* bui lt 

1 3 1 1 1  sdn 2d, L6 2,870 
1 3 1 1 5  wgn 2d, L6 3 , 1 40 
1 3 1 69 sdn 4d, L6 2 ,900 
1 32 1 1 sdn 2d , V8 3,0 1 0 
1 32 1 5 wgn 2d , V8 3,275 
1 3269 sdn 4d, V8 3,035 
1 33 1 1 Del sdn 2d , L6 2 ,870 
1 3335 Del wgn 4d , L6 3 , 1 85 
1 3369 Del sdn 4d , L6 2 ,9 1 0  
1 34 1 1 Del sdn 2d, V8 3,0 1 0  
1 3435 Del wgn 4d , V8 3,320 
1 3469 Del sdn 4d, V8 3,050 
Chevelle Mal ibu (wb 1 1 5.0) 1 52,200* built 

1 3535 wgn 4d, L6 3,225 
1 3537 htp cpe, L6 2,930 
1 3567 cony cpe, L6 3,025 
1 3569 sdn 4d, L6 2,945 
1 3635 wgn 4d, V8 3,355 
1 3637 htp cpe, V8 3 ,065 
1 3667 con v cpe, V8 3 , 1 60 
1 3669 sdn 4d, V8 3,080 
Chevelle Mal ibu SS (wb 1 1 5.0) -81 , 1 00* bu ilt 

1 3737 htp cpe, L6 2 ,980 
1 3767 cony cpe, L6 3,075 
1 3837 htp cpe, V8 3 , 1 1 5  
1 3867 cony cpe, V8 3,2 1 0  
Biscayne (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 53 1 1 sdn 2d, L6 3,305 
1 5335 wgn 4d, L6 3,765 
1 5369 sdn 4d, L6 3,365 
1 54 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 3 ,455 
1 5435 wgn 4d, V8 3,900 
1 5469 sdn 4d, V8 3,51 5 
Bel A i r  (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 51 1 1  sdn 2d, L6 3,3 1 0 
1 5535 wgn 4d, L6 3 ,765 
1 5545 wgn 4d, 9P, L6 3,81 0 
1 5569 sdn 4d, L6 3,380 
1 56 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 3,460 
1 5635 wgn 4d, V8 3,905 
1 5645 wgn 4d, 9P, V8 3,950 
1 5669 sdn 4d, V8 3,530 

Chevrolet 

Price Prod 

2 07i} 
2 ,41 3 39,200' 
2 , 1 1 5  

2 ,5 1 0  -
2,270 -
2,243 -

2,433 4,800' 

2 , 1 56 -

2,453 -

2 , 1 93 -
2,262 -
2,561 -
2 ,30 1 -
2,231 -

2 ,567 -

2,269 -

2,339 -

2,674 -

2,377 -

2 ,647 -
2 ,377 -
2,588 -
2 ,250 -
2,755 -
2,485 -

2,696 -

2,458 -

2,539 -
2,750 -
2,647 -
2 ,858 -

2,363 
2,764 H 07,700' 
2 ,4�� 
2,470 . 
2,871 f-37,600' 
2 ,52� 

2,465 
2,828 f-1 07,800' 
2 ,93 1  
2 ,5 1 9  
2 ,573 
2,936 
3,039 f--1 63,000' 
2,62� 

Impala (wb 1 1 9.0)-803,400* built ( includes Caprice pkg) 

1 6335 wgn 4d, L6 3,825 2 ,970 -
1 6337 htp cpe, L6 3,385 2 ,678 -

1 6339 htp sdn, L6 3,490 2 ,742 -

1 6345 wgn 4d, 9P, L6 3,865 3,073 -
1 6367 cony cpe, L6 3,470 2 ,943 -
1 6369 sdn 4d, L6 3,460 2,672 -
1 6435 wgn 4d, V8 3,960 3,078 -
1 6437 htp cpe, V8 3,525 2,785 -

1 6439 htp sdn ,  V8 3,630 2,850 -
1 6445 wgn 4d, 9P, V8 4 ,005 3, 1 8 1 -
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Chevrolet 
- - --

Wght Price Prod 

1 6467 conv cpe, V8 3,605 3,05 1 -

1 6469 sdn 4d, V8 3,595 2,779 -

-- -- -- -- --

Impala SS (wb 1 1 9.0)-243, 1 00' built 
- -- - -- -- ----

1 6537 htp cpe , L6 3,435 2,839 -

1 6567 conv cpe , L6 3 ,505 3, 1 04 -

1 6637 htp cpe, V8 3,570 2,947 -

1 6667 conv cpe, V8 3,655 3,2 1 2  -

-

'To nearest 1 00 ;  does not Include wagons. Wagon production : Chevy I I  
2 1 ,500; Chevelle 37,600; others 1 84 ,400 . Convertible production : Mal ibu 
1 9 ,765;  Impala SS 27,842. 
1 965 Engines bore x stroke 

L4, 1 53 .0  3 .88 x 3 .25 
L6, 1 94.0 3 .56 x 3.25 
L6, 230 .0 3 .87 x 3.25 
V8, 283 .0 3.88 x 3.00 
V8, 283 .0  3 .88 x 3.00 
V8, 327.0 4.00 x 3 .25 
V8, 327. 0  4.00 x 3 .25 
V8, 396 .0 4 .09 x 3 . 75 
V8, 409 .0  4 .31  x 3 .50 

1 966 
Chevy I I  1 00 (wb 1 1 0.0) 

1 1 1 1 1  sdn 2d, L4 
1 1 1 69 sdn 4d, L4 
1 1 3 1 1 sdn 2d, L6 
1 1 335 wgn 4d, L6 
1 1 369 sdn 4d, L6 
1 1 4 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 
1 1 435 wgn 4d, V8 
1 1 469 sdn 4d, V8 
Chevy I I  Nova (wb 1 1 0.0) 

1 1 535 wgn 4d, L6 
1 1 537 htp cpe , L6 
1 1 569 sdn 4d, L6 
1 1 635 wgn 4d, V8 
1 1 637 htp cpe, V8 
1 1 669 sdn 4d, V8 
Chevy II Nova SS (wb 1 1 0.0) 

1 1 737 htp cpe, L6 
1 1 837 htp cpe, V8 
Chevelle 300 (wb 1 1 5.0) 

1 3 1 1 1  sdn 2d, L6 
1 3 1 69 sdn 4d, L6 
1 32 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 
1 3269 sdn 4d, V8 
1 33 1 1 Del sdn 2d, L6 
1 3335 Del wgn 4d, L6 
1 3369 Del sdn 4d, L6 
1 341 1 Del sdn 2d, V8 
1 3435 Del wgn 4d, V8 
1 3469 Del sdn 4d, V8 

bhp 

90 
1 20 
1 40 
1 95 
220 

250/300 
350 

325/425 
340/400 

avai labi l ity 

S-Chevy II 1 00 
S-Chevy I I ,  Chevelle 
S-Chevrolet; O-others 
S-Chevrolet, Chevelle; O-Chevy I I  
O-all 
O-all 
O-Chevelle 
O-Chevrolet, Chevelle 
O-Chevrolet 

Wght 

2,520 
2 ,535 
2 ,620 
2,855 
2,635 
2 ,775 
2,990 
2,790 

2,885 
2,675 
2,640 
3,0 1 0  
2,830 
2,800 

2 ,740 
2,870 

2,895 
2,935 
3,040 
3,080 
2 ,9 1 0  
3 ,2 1 0  
2,945 
3,060 
3,350 
3,095 

Price Prod 

2,028 
2,065 
2,090 1--44,500' 
2 ,430 
2 , 1 �� 
2, 1 97 
2,536 � 2,500' 
2 ,23� 

2,511j 
2,271 r-54,300' 

� :��� 
2,377 1--1 9,600' 
2 ,35.L 

2 ,430 6,700' 
2,535 1 6,300' 

2 , 1 50 1--23,300' 2 ,20£. 
2,27 1 f-- 5 300' 2 ,3�� , 
2 ,239 
2,575 
2,276 
2,345 -37,600' 
2 ,68 1  
2,38L 

Chevelle Mal ibu (wb 1 1 5.0)-241 ,600* built 

1 35 1 7  htp cpe, L6 2 ,935 2,378 -
1 3535 wgn 4d, L6 3,235 2,65 1 -
1 3539 htp sdn, L6 3,035 2,458 -

1 3567 conv cpe, L6 3,030 2,588 -
1 3569 sdn 4d, L6 2,960 2,352 -

1 36 1 7  htp cpe, V8 3,075 2,484 -

1 3635 wgn 4d, V8 3,375 2 ,766 -
1 3639 htp sdn, V8 3, 1 80 2 ,564 -

1 3667 conv cpe, V8 3, 1 75 2,693 -

1 3669 sdn 4d, V8 3 , 1 1 0  2 ,456 -

84 

Chevelle Mal ibu SS, V8 (wb 1 1 5.0)· 72,300' built 

1 38 1 7 htp cpe 
1 3867 conv cpe , V8 
Biscayne (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 53 1 1 sdn 2d, L6 
1 5335 wgn 4d, L6 
1 5369 sdn 4d, L6 
1 54 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 
1 5435 wgn 4d , V8 
1 5469 sdn 4d , V8 
Bel Air  (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 5 1 1 1  sdn 2d , L6 
1 5535 wgn 4d, 2S, L6 
1 5545 wgn 4d, 3S, L6 
1 5569 sdn 4d, L6 
1 561 1 sdn 2d, V8 
1 5635 wgn 4d, 2S, V8 
1 5645 wgn 4d, 9P, V8 
1 5669 sdn 4d , V8 
Impala (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 6335 wgn 4d , 2S, L6 
1 6337 htp cpe , L6 
1 6339 htp sdn, L6 
1 6345 wgn 4d, 3S, L6 
1 6367 conv cpe, L6 
1 6369 sdn 4d, L6 
1 6435 wgn 4d, 2S, V8 
1 6437 htp cpe, V8 
1 6439 htp sdn, V8 
1 6445 wgn 4d, 3S, V8 
1 6467 conv cpe, V8 
1 6469 sdn 4d, V8 
Impala S5 (wb 1 1 9.0)- 1 1 9,300* built 

1 6737 htp cpe , L6 
1 6767 conv cpe, L6 
1 6837 htp cpe, V8 
1 6867 conv cpe, V8 
Caprice, va (wb 1 1 9.0)- 1 81 ,000* bui lt 

1 6635 wgn 4d, 2S 
1 6639 htp sdn 
1 6645 wgn 4d, 3S 
1 6647 htp cpe 

3,375 
3,470 

3,3 1 0  
3,770 
3,375 
3 ,445 
3,895 
3,5 1 9  

3,3 1 5  
3,770 
3 ,8 1 5  
3,390 
3 ,445 
3,895 
3,940 
3,525 

3,805 
3,430 
3,525 
3,860 
3,484 
3 ,435 
3 ,990 
3 ,555 
3 ,650 
4,005 
3,6 1 0  
3,565 

3,460 
3 ,505 
3,585 
3,630 

3,970 
3,675 
4,020 
3,600 

2, 776 -

2,984 -

2 ,37n 2 ,772 -83,200' 
2,431 
2,48D-
2,877 39,200' 
2 ,537 

2 ,835 72 1 00' 
2,47rr-
2,948 ' 
2,531 

2 ,940 1 64 500' 
2,584 � 
3,053 ' 
2 ,63� 

2,684 
2 ,97n 
2,747 , 
3 ,08U-33, 1 00 
2,935 
2,678 

2,789 
3,O76 l 
2,852 62 1 800' 3 ' 1 8� , 
3 ,04 1  
2,783 

2 ,842 -
3,093 -
2,947 -

3, 1 99 -

3,234 -
3,063 -

3,347 -

3,000 -

' To nearest 1 00 ;  does not include wagons. Wagon production: Chevy I I  
2 1 ,400 ; Chevelle 31 ,900; others 1 85 ,500. Impala S S  convertible cpe 1 5,872. 
1 966 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L4, 1 53 .0  3 .88 x 3.25 90 S-Chevy I I  1 00 
L6, 1 94.0 3 .56 x 3 .25 1 20 S-Chevy I I ,  Chevelle 
L6, 230.0 3 .87 x 3 .25 1 40 S-Chevrolet; O-others 
V8 , 283 .0 3 .88 x 3.00 1 95 S-Chevelle, Chevrolet ; O-Chevy I I  
V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 250/300 O-all 
V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 350 O-Chevel le,  Chevy I I  
V8, 396.0 4 .09 x 3 . 76 325 S-Chvlle 396 ; O-Chvrlet, Chvlle 
V8, 409.0 4 .31  x 3.50 340/400 O-Chevrolet 

1 967 
Chevy 1 1 1 00 (wb 1 1 0.0) Wght Price Prod 

1 1 1 1 1  sdn 2d , L4 2 ,555 2,090 
1 1 1 69 sdn 4d, L4 2,560 2 , 1 20 
1 1 3 1 1 sdn 2d, L6 2,640 2, 1 52 .-34,200' 
1 1 335 wgn 4d, L6 2,865 2 ,478 
1 1 369 sdn 4d, L6 2,650 2 , 1 82 
1 1 4 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 2,770 2,25§.. 

• 

I 



Wght 

, 1 1 435 wgn 4d, V8 2,985 
I 1 1 469 sdn 4d, V8 2 ,780 

Chevy II Nova (wb 1 1 0.0) 

1 1 535 wgn 4d, L6 2 ,890 
1 1 537 htp cpe,  L6 2,660 i 1 1 569 sdn 4d, L6 2 ,660 

1 1 1 635 wgn 4d, V8 3 ,01 5 
- 1 1 637 htp cpe, V8 2,790 
1 1 669 sdn 4d, V8 2,790 

Chevy II Nova SS (wb 1 1 0.0) 

1 1 737  htp cpe, L6 2 ,690 
1 1 837 htp cpe,  V8 2 ,820 

Camaro (wb 1 0S. 1 )  ( includes 602 Z-2Ss) 

, 1 2337 htp cpe, L6 2,770 
, 1 2367 cony cpe, L6 3,025 
! 1 2437 htp cpe, V8 2 ,920 
, 1 2467 cony cpe, V8 3 , 1 80 ! 

Chevelle 300 (wb 1 1 5.0) 

1 3 1 1 1  sdn 2d, L6 2 ,935 
1 3 1 69 sdn 4d, L6 2 ,955 
1 32 1 1 sdn 2d , V8 3,070 

I 1 3269 sdn 4d, V8 3,090 
1 33 1 1 Del sdn 2d, L6 2 ,955 

J 1 3335 Del wgn 4d, L6 3 ,230 I , 1 3369 Del sdn 4d, L6 2,980 
1 34 1 1 Del sdn 2d, V8 3,090 
1 3435 Del wgn 4d, V8 3,360 
1 3469 Del sdn 4d, V8 3 , 1 1 0  
Chevelle Mal ibu (wb 1 1 5.0) 

1 35 1 7 htp cpe, L6 2 ,980 
1 3535 wgn 4d, L6 3 ,260 
1 3539 htp sdn, L6 3,065 
1 3567 cony cpe, L6 3,050 
1 3569 sdn 4d, L6 3 ,000 
1 36 1 7 htp cpe, V8 3 , 1 1 5  
1 3635 wgn 4d , V8 3,390 t 1 3639 htp sdn, V8 3,200 
1 3667 conv cpe, V8 3, 1 85 
1 3669 sdn 4d , V8 3, 1 30 

Chevelle Concours (wb 1 1 5.0) 

1 3735 wgn 4d , L6 3 ,270 
1 3835 wgn 4d, V8 3,405 

Chevel le Super Sports (wb 1 1 5.0)-63,000' bui lt  

1 38 1 7  htp cpe 3,4 1 5  
1 3867 cony cpe, V8 3,485 

Biscayne (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 53 1 1 sdn 2d, L6 3,335 
1 5335 wgn 4d, L6 3,765 
1 5369 sdn 4d, L6 3 ,395 
1 54 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 3,465 
1 5435 wgn 4d , V8 3,885 
1 5469 sdn 4d, V8 3,525 

Bel Air  (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 5 1 1 1  sdn 2d, L6 3,340 
1 5535 wgn 4d , 2S, L6 3 ,770 
1 5545 wgn 4d, 3S, L6 3 ,825 
1 5569 sdn 4d, L6 3 ,41 0 
1 56 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 3,470 
1 5635 wgn 4d , 2S, V8 3,890 
1 5645 wgn 4d , 9P, V8 3,940 
1 5669 sdn 4d, V8 3,535 

Price Prod 

2,58r 1 ,700' 
2 ,287 

2 ,566 
2,330 f-34,400' 
2 .29!L 
2,67 1 
2,435 -13 ,200' 
2 ,403 -

2,487 1 ,900' 
2 ,590 8,200' 

2 ,468= 58 808 2,704 ' 
2 ,572 1 62 1 09 2,809 ' 

2 ,221 1 9 900' 2 250 f- , 
' --=-2,326 f-- 4 800' 2 ,3�� , 

2 ,290 
2,6 1 9  1- 1 9 ,300' 
2 ,32� 
2,400 
2 ,725 ,-- 7,000' 
2,43Q... 

2 ,4:3Lt 
2,695 
2,506 I- 40,600' 
2 ,637 
2 ,40Q.., 
2 ,540 
2,801 
2 ,61 1 ;-1 87,200' 
2 ,743 
2,50� 

2,827 5,900 
2,933 2 1 ,400 

2,825 -
3,033 -

2,442 
2,81 7 I- 54,200' 
2 ,481... 
2 ,547 
2 ,923 1-38,600' 
2 ,58� 

2,542 
2,881 I-- 4 1  ,500' 2,993 
2,58i.. 
2,647 
2,986 f-1 38,200' 3,098 
2 ,68� 

• 

Impala (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 6335 wgn 4d , 2S, L6 
1 6339 htp sdn ,  L6 
1 6345 wgn 4d, 3S, L6 
1 6367 cony cpe, L6 
1 6369 sdn 4d, L6 
1 6387 htp cpe, L6 
1 6435 wgn 4d, 2S, V8 
1 6439 htp sdn, V8 
1 6445 wgn 4d, 3S, V8 
1 6467 con v cpe, V8 
1 6469 sdn 4d , V8 
1 6487 htp cpe, V8 
Impala SS (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 6767 cony cpe, L6 
1 6787 htp cpe, L6 
1 6867 cony cpe, V8 
1 6887 htp cpe, V8 
Caprice, VS (wb 1 1 9.0)- 1 24,500' built 

1 6635 wgn 4d, 2S 
1 6639 htp sdn 
1 6645 wgn 4d, 3S 
1 6647 htp cpe 

Wght 

3 ,805 
3 ,540 
3,868 
3,5 1 5  
3 ,455 
3,475 
3,920 
3 ,660 
3,990 
3,625 
3,575 
3 ,590 

3, 535 
3,500 
3,650 
3 ,61 5 

3,935 
3,7 1 0  
3 ,990 
3,605 

Chevrolet 

Price Prod 

3,016 
2,793 
3, 1 29 t-- 1 8,800' 2,991 
2 ,723 
2,74� 
3 , 1 22 
2,899 
3,234 f.-556,800· 3,097 
2 ,828 
2 ,84� 

3 , , 4t: 400' 2 ,898 
3 ,254 73 600' 3 ,003 ' 

3,301 -
3, 1 30 -
3,4 1 3  -
3,078 -

' To nearest 1 00 ;  does not include wagons. Wagon production :  Chevy II 
1 2 ,900 ; Chevelle 27,300 ; others 1 55 , 1 00. Convertible production Camaro 
25 , 1 4 1 ; Impala SS 9,545. 
1 967 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L4, 1 53 .0 3 .88 x 3.25 90 S-Chevy I I  1 00 sdns 
L6, 1 94 .0  3 .56 x 3.25 1 20 S-Chevy I I  
L6, 230 .0  3 .88 x 3 .25 1 40 S-Camaro, Chevelle 
L6, 250 .0  3 .88 x 3 .53 1 55 S-Chevrolet exc Caprice; O-others 
V8, 283 .0 3 .88 x 3.00 1 95 S-all exc Camaro 
V8, 327.0 4.00 x 3 .25 2 1 0  O-Camaro 
V8 , 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 275 O-all 
V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 325 O-Chevelle 
V8, 350.0 4.00 x 3.48 295 O-Camaro 
V8, 396 .0 4.09 x 3.76 325 S-Chevelle 396 ; O-Chevrolet 
V8, 396.0 4 .09 x 3 .76 350 O-Chevelle 396 
V8, 427.0 4.25 x 3.76 385 O-Chevrolet 

1 968 
Chevy I I  Nova (wb 1 1 1 .0)-201 ,000' built Wght Price Prod 

1 1 1 27 cpe L4 
1 1 1 69 sdn 4d , L4 
1 1 327 cpe L6 
1 1 369 sdn 4d , L6 
1 1 427 cpe, V8 
1 1 469 sdn 4d, V8 
Camaro (wb 1 0S.1 )  (includes 7,1 99 Z-2Ss) 

1 2337 htp cpe, L6 
1 2367 cony cpe, L6 
1 2437 hlp cpe, V8 
1 2467 cony cpe, V8 
Chevelle 300 (wb 1 1 2.0; 4d-1 1 6.0) 

1 3 1 27 cpe, L6 
1 3 1 35 Nomad wgn 4d, L6 
1 3227 cpe, V8 
1 3235 Nomad wgn 4d, V8 
1 3327 Del cpe, L6 
1 3335 Cus Nomad wgn 4d, L6 
1 3337 Del htp cpe, L6 
1 3369 Del sdn 4d, L6 
1 3427 Del cpe, V8 
1 3435 Cus Nomad wgn 4d, V8 
1 3437 Del htp cpe, V8 
1 3469 Del sdn 4d, V8 

2,760 
2 ,790 
2,860 
2,890 
2,995 
3,025 

2,8 1 0 
3, 1 1 0 
2,955 
3,245 

3,020 
3,370 
3, 1 55 
3,500 
3,035 
3,41 5 
3,050 
3 , 105 
3 , 1 70 
3,545 
3, 1 85 
3,240 

2,222 -
2,252 . -
2,284 -
2,31 4 -
2,390 -
2,4 1 9  -

2,51:: 50 937 2,802 ' 
2,694 
2,908 1 84 , 1 78 

2,3411 
• '2,625 I--- 2,900 

2 M7 
2'731 f-- 9,700' 
2 :41 5 
2,736 
2,479 t-- 25,500' 
2,44� 
2,521 
2,84 1  
2,584 f-- 1 7,700' 
2,55Q. 
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Chevrolet 

Chevel le Malibu (wb 1 1 2.0;  4d-1 1 6.0) Wght Price Prod 

1 3535 wgn 4d, L6 3,440 2,846 
1 3537 htp cpe, L6 3,070 2,558 
1 3539 htp sdn, L6 3, 1 85 2,629 - 33, 1 00' 
1 3567 conv cpe, L6 3 , 1 35 2,757 
1 3569 sdn 4d, L6 3, 1 25 2,52� 
1 3635 wgn 4d , V8 3,575 2,95i 
1 3637 htp cpe, VS 3,204 2,663 
1 3639 htp sdn ,  VS 3,3 1 5  2,735 r-233,200' 
1 3667 conv cpe, VS 3,.260 2,S63 
1 3669 sdn 4d. VS 3,255 2,62� 
Chevelle Concours (wb 1 1 6.0) 

1 3S35 wgn 4d , V8 3,580 3,OS3 
Chevelle 55 396 (wb 1 1 2.0) 

1 3S37 htp cpe 3,550 2,S99 60,499 
1 3S67 conv cpe 3,570 3, 1 02 2,2S6 
Biscayne (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 53 1 1 sdn 2d, L6 3 ,400 2,5S1 
1 5335 wgn 4d, L6 3,790 2,957 1--44,500' 
1 5369 sdn 4d, L6 3,465 2,623 
1 54 1 1 sdn 2d, VS 3,520 2,686 
1 5435 wgn 4d, V8 3,900 3,062 1-37,600' 
1 5469 sdn 4d, VS 3,585 2,72� 
Bel Air (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 55 1 1 sdn 2d, L6 3,405 2,681 
1 5535 wgn 4d, 28, L6 3,SOO 3 ,020 r- 28,800' 1 5545 wgn 4d, 38, L6 3,845 3, 1 33 
1 5569 sdn 4d, L6 3,470 2,7�� 
1 56 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 3,525 2 ,786 
1 5635 wgn 4d, 28, V8 3,9 1 0  3 , 1 25 1-1 23,400' 1 5645 wgn 4d , 38, V8 3,955 3 ,238 
1 5669 sdn 4d, VS 3,590 2,82� 

Impala (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 6339 hpt sdn, L6 3,605 2 ,917 
1 6369 sdn 4d, L6 3,520 2,846 f-- 1 1 ,400' 
1 6387 htp cpe, L6 3 ,250 2,863 
1 6435 wgn 4d, 28, V8 3,940 3,245 
1 6439 htp sdn, V8 3,7 1 5 3 ,022 
1 6445 wgn 4d, 38, V8 3,905 3,358 
1 6447 Cus htp cpe, V8 3,645 3,021 r-699, 500' 
1 6467 conv cpe, VS 3,680 3 , 1 97 
1 6469 sdn 4d , VS 3,630 2,951 
1 6487 htp cpe, VS 3,630 2,96§..... 
Caprice (wb 1 1 9.0)- 1 1 5,500' bui lt 

1 6635 wgn 4d, 28 3,950 3,458 -
1 6639 htp sdn 3 ,755 3,271 -
1 6645 wgn 4d, 38 4,005 3,570 -
1 6647 htp cpe 3,660 3,2 1 9  -

'To nearest 1 00 ;  does not include wagons. Wagon production:  Chevelle 
45 ,500; others 1 75 ,600. Chevy I I  Nova S8 cpe 5 ,57 1 ; Camaro convertible 
cpe 20,440. 

1 968 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

L4 , 1 53.0 3 .88 x 3.25 90 8-Chevy I I  
L6, 230.0 3.88 x 3 .25 1 40 8-Chevy I I ,  Camaro, Chevelle 
L6, 250.0 3.SS x 3.53 1 55 8-Chevrolet; O-Camaro, Chevelle 
V8, 307.0 3.S8 x 3 .25 200 8-Chevy I I ,  Chevelle, Chevrolet 
VS, 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 2 1 0  8-Camaro 
VS, 327.0 4.00 x 3.25 250 O-Chevrolet 
VS, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 275 O-all 
VS, 327.0 4.00 x 3 .25 325 O-Chevelle 
V8, 350.0 4.00 X 3 .4S 295 O-Chevy ", Camaro 
VS, 396.0 4.09 x 3 .76 325 8-Chevelle 396; O-Camaro, Chevr 
VS, 396.0 4.09 x 3 .76 350 O-Chevrolet 
VS, 427.0 4.25 x 3.76 385 O-Chevrolet 
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1 969 
Chevy I I  Nova (wb 1 1 1 .0) 

1 1 1 27 cpe , L4 
1 1 1 69 sdn 4d, L4 
1 1 327  cpe L6 
1 1 369 sdn 4d, L6 
1 1 427  cpe, VS 
1 1 469 sdn 4d, VS 

Camaro (wb 1 08. 1 )  (includes 1 9,01 4 Z-28s) 

1 2337 htp cpe, L6 
1 2367 conv cpe, L6 
1 2437 htp cpe, VS 
1 2467 conv cpe, VS 

Wght 

2,785 
2,8 1 0  
2,895 
2,920 
3,035 
3,065 

3,040 
3 , 1 60 
3 ,050 
3,295 

Price Prod 

2,237 
6 1 00' 2 ,26Z-� , 

2,3 1 5  f-- 1 0  200' 2 ,34� , 
2 ,405 89 900' 2 434 r- , ' -....:.... 

2,63ij:65 008" 2 ,852 ' 
2,726 1 7S 08r' 2,940 ' 

Note : wagon designation "CT" refers to conventional tai lgate, opening from 
top. Most wagons had dual-action tailgates, opening from top or from side, 
from 1 969 onward . 
Chevelle Nomad (wb 1 1 6.0) 

1 3 1 35 wgn 4d, CT, L6 
1 3 1 36 wgn 4d , L6 
1 3235 wgn 4d, CT, VS 
1 3236 wgn 4d, VS 

Chevel le 300 Del (wb 1 1 2.0 ;  4d-1 1 6.0) 

1 3327 cpe, L6 
1 3337 htp cpe, L6 
1 3369 sdn 4d , L6 
1 3427 cpe, V8 
1 3437 htp cpe, V8 
1 3469 sdn 4d, V8 

Chevelle Greenbrier (wb 1 1 6.0) 

1 3335 wgn 4d, CT, L6 
1 3336 wgn 4d, L6 
1 3435 wgn 4d, CT, V8 
1 3436 wgn 4d , 28, V8 
1 3446 wgn 4d , 38, V8 

Chevelle Mal ibu (wb 1 1 2.0;  4d-1 1 6.0) 

1 3537 htp cpe, L6 
1 3539 htp sdn,  L6 
1 3567 conv cpe, L6 
1 3569 sdn 4d, L6 
1 3637 htp cpe, V8 
1 3639 htp sdn, V8 
1 3667 conv cpe, V8 
1 3669 sdn 4d, V8 

Chevelle Concours (wb 1 1 6.0) 

1 3536 wgn 4d, L6 
1 3636 wgn 4d, 28, VS 
1 3646 wgn 4d, 38, VS 
1 3836 del wgn 4d, 28, V8 
1 3S46 del wgn 4d, 38, V8 

Biscayne (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 53 1 1 sdn 2d, L6 
1 5336 wgn 4d, L6 
1 5369 sdn 4d, L6 
1 54 1 1 sdn 2d, VS 
1 5436 wgn 4d, VS 
1 5469 sdn 4d, V8 

Bel Air (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 55 1 1 sdn 2d, L6 
1 5536 wgn 4d, 28, L6 
1 5546 wgn 4d, 38, L6 
1 5569 sdn 4d, L6 

3 ,390 
3,475 
3,5 1 5 
3 ,600 

3,035 
3,075 
3, 1 00 
3 , 1 65 
3,205 
3,230 

3 ,445 
3 , 530 
3,585 
3 ,665 
3,740 

3,095 
3,205 
3, 1 75 
3 , 1 30 
3,230 
3,340 
3,300 
3,265 

3,545 
3,685 
3 ,755 
3,680 
3,730 

3,530 
4,045 
3,590 
3,670 
4 , 1 70 
3,725 

3,540 
4,045 
4 , 1 00 
3,590 

2,668 -
2 ,7 1 0  -
2,758 -
2,800 -

2,458 
2,521 f--1 1 ,000' 
2 ,48� 
2,548 
2,61 1 1--3 1 ,000' 
2 ,57L 

2,71!}:7 400' 2 ,821  ' 
2,869 
2,91 1 3S,500' 
3,020 

2,601 
2,672 1-- 23,500' 2 ,800 
2,562.. 
2,690 
2,762 r-343,600' 2 ,S89 
2,65L 

2,931 -
3,021 -
3, 1 4 1  -
3, 1 53 -
3,266 -
2,64'S 
3 ,064 - 27,400' 
2 ,6S7 
2,751 
3 , 1 69 1-41 ,300' 
2 ,793 

2,74} 
3 , 1 27 • 

3,240 1 7,000 
2,787 



1 56 1 1 sdn 2d, va 
1 5636 wgn 4d , 2S, va 
1 5646 wgn 4d, 3S, va 
1 5669 sdn 4d. va 

Impala (wb 1 1 9,0) 

1 6337 htp cpe. L6 
1 6339 htp sdn, L6 
1 6369 sdn 4d. L6 
1 6436 wgn 4d, 2S, va 
1 6437 htp cpe. va 
1 6439 htp sdn, va 
1 6446 wgn 4d, 3S, va 
1 6447 Cus htp cpe , va 
1 6467 conv cpe, va 
1 6469 sdn 4d. V8 

Caprice, V8 (wb 1 1 9,0)-1 66,900* bu i lt 

1 6636 wgn 4d , 2S 
1 6639 htp sdn 
1 6646 wgn 4d, 3S 
1 6647 htp cpe 

' To nearest 1 00 ;  does not include wagons. 

Wght 

3,675 
4. 1 75 
4.230 
3.725 

3,650 
3,735 
3,640 
3 ,725 
3,775 
3,a55 
4,2a5 
3,aoo 
3,835 
3,760 

4,245 
3,a95 
4,300 
3,81 5 

Price Prod 

2'85� 
3,232 1 39 700' 3 .345 . 
2 ,893 

2,927 
2.981 f-- 8.700· 
2.91 L 
3 .352 
3,033 
3.056 
3,465 1- 768,300' 
3,oa5 
3,261 
3.01 � 

3,565 
3,346 
3,678 
3,294 

" Includes 1 970 extension of 1 969 model .  Wagon production : Chevelle 
45,900 ; others 59,300. Chevy II Nova SS cpe 1 7,564; Camaro convertible 
cpe 1 7,573. 

1 969 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

S-Chevy I I  
S-Chevelle, Chevy I I  

L4, 1 53.0 
L6, 230 .0 
L6, 250 .0  
va ,  307.0 
va, 327,0 
va, 327.0 
va, 350,0 
va, 350 .0 
va, 396.0 
va, 396,0 
va, 396.0 
va, 427.0 

3 .aa x 3.25 
3 .aa x 3.25 
3.aa x 3.53 
3.aa x 3.25 
4.00 x 3.25 
4.00 x 3.25 
4.00 x 3 .4a 
4.00 x 3 .48 
4.09 x 3 ,76 
4 .09 x 3 .76 
4.09 x 3.76 
4,25 x 3 ,76 

90 
1 40 
1 55 
200 
2 1 0  
235 
255 
300 
265 
325 
350 

S-Chvr; O-Chvl, Chev I I ,  Cam 
S-Chevy I I ,  Chevelle 
S-Camaro 
S-Chevrolet 
O-all 
O-Chevr, Chevl, I I SS, Cam SS 
S-Chevelle 396 ; O-Chevrolet 
O-Chevelle 396, Camaro SS 
O-Chevelle 

335/390 O-Chevrolet 
Note: Station wagon engines-for wb 1 1 6 read Chevel le;  for wb 1 1 9 read 
Chevrolet. 

1 970 
Nova (wb 1 1 1 ,0)-254,242* bui lt  Wght Price 

1 1 1 27 htp cpe, L4 2 ,a20 2,335 
1 1 1 69 sdn 4d, L4 2,a43 2,365 
1 1 327  cpe, L6 2 ,9 1 9  2 ,4 1 4  
1 1 369 sdn 4d, L6 2,942 2,443 
1 1 427 cpe,  va 3,04a 2,503 
1 1 469 sdn 4d, va 3 ,071 2,533 
Camaro (wb 1 08. 1 )  ( includes 8,733 Z-28s) 

1 2387 spt cpe, L6 3,076 2,749 
1 2487 spt cpe, V8 3, 1 90 2,839 
Chevelle (wb 1 1 2.0 ;  4d- 1 1 6.0)-354,855 bui lt ( including Malibu) 

1 3337 htp cpe, L6 3, 1 42 2,620 
1 3369 sdn 4d , L6 3, 1 96 2,585 
1 3437 htp cpe, va 3,260 2 ,7 10  
1 3469 sdn  4d , va 3,3 1 2  2,679 

Chevel le Mal ibu (wb 1 1 2.0 ;  4d-1 1 6.0) 

1 3537 hlp cpe, L6 
1 3539 hlp sdn, L6 

3, 1 97 2,71 9  
3,302 2,790 

Prod 

1 2,566 
1 1 2,323 

Chevrolet 

1 3567 
1 3569 
1 3637 
1 3639 
1 3667 
1 3669 

cony cpe. L6 
sdn 4d. L6 
htp cpe , va 
htp sdn , va 
Cony cpe, V8 
sdn 4d. V8 

Station Wagon (wb 1 1 6.0) 

1 3 1 36 Nomad 4d. 2S. L6 
1 3236 Nomad 4d. 2S. V8 
1 3336 Greenbrier 4d, 2S. L6 
1 3436 Greenbrier 4d. 2S. va 
1 3446 Greenbrier 4d, 3S. va 
1 3536 Concours 4d. 2S . L6 
1 3636 Concours 4d , 2S. va 
1 3646 Concours 4d, 3S. va 
1 3a36 Concours del wgn 4d, 2S, V8 
1 3846 Concours del wgn 4d. 3S. V8 
Biscayne (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 5369 sdn 4d . L6 
1 5469 sdn 4d . Va 
Bel Air  (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 5569 sdn 4d, L6 
1 5669 sdn 4d. V8 
Impala (wb 1 1 9.0)-495,909 bui lt  exc 1 6467 

1 6337 htp cpe. L6 
1 6369 sdn 4d, L6 
1 6437 htp cpe, V8 
1 6439 htp sdn, va 
1 6447 Cus htp cpe. va 
1 6467 cony cpe, V8 
1 6469 sdn 4d. V8 
Caprice (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 6639 hlp sdn 
1 6647 hlp cpe 
Monte Carlo (wb 1 1 6.0) 

Wght 

3.243 
3.221 
3.307 
3,409 
3.352 
3 .330 

3,61 5 
3 ,71 a 
3 .644 
3,74a 
3 .794 
3 .6a7 
3 .794 
3 .836 
3.a21 
3 .a80 

3.600 
3 .759 

3 ,604 
3 .763 

3 ,64 1 
3,655 
3, 788 
3.871 
3,a0 1  
3,843 
3 .802 

3,905 
3,821 

Price 

2,9 1 9  
2 .6a5 
2.809 
2.aa1  
3.009 
2.775 

2.a35 
2 .925 
2 .946 
3, 1 00 
3 .2 1 3  
3.056 
3.2 1 0  
3.323 
3,342 
3 ,455 

2.7a7 
2,898 

2.a87 
2 .998 

3,038 
3,02 1 
3 , 1 49 
3,203 
3,266 
3,377 
3, 1 32 

3,527 
3,474 

Prod 

9,562 

1 3857 htp cpe 3 ,460 3, 1 23 1 30 ,657 
Station Wagon (wb 1 1 9.0) 

1 5436 Brookwood 4d, 2S 
1 5636 Townsman 4d, 2S 
1 5646 Townsman 4d, 3S 
1 6436 Kingswood 4d, 2S 
1 6446 Kingswood 4d, 3S 
1 6636 Kingswood del 4d, 2S 
1 6646 Kingswood del 4d, 3S 
' I ncludes 1 9,558 SS coupes. 

4,204 
4,208 
4,263 
4,269 
4,329 
4,295 
4,36 1 

1 970 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

3.88 x 3.25 90 S-Nova 

3,294 
3,357 
3,469 
3,477 
3,5a9 
3 ,753 
3,8a6 

L4, 1 53,0 
L6, 230 .0  
L6, 250.0 

3.BB x 3 .25 1 40 S-Camaro;  O-Nova 
3 .88 3 .53 1 55 S-Chevrolet exe Caprice & Impala 

cpe. Crevelle; O-Nova, Camaro 
3.BB x 3.25 200 S-Nova. Camaro; O-Chevelle 
4.00 x 3.48 250 S-Chevr, MC ; O-others 

VB, 307.0 
VB, 350.0 
va, 350.0 
VB, 396.0 
VB,  396.0 
va, 400.0 
VB, 400.0 
va, 454.0 
va,  454.0 
VB, 454.0 

4 .00 x 3.4B 300 O-Chevr, MC, Chevl, Cam, Nova SS 
4.09 x 3.76 325 O-Camaro 
4.09 3.76 350 O-Chevelle 
4. 1 2  x 3 .75 265 O-Chevrolet, Monte Carlo 
4. 1 2  x 3.75 330 O-Monte Carlo, Chevelle 
4.25 x 4.00 345 O-Chevrolet 
4.25 x 4,00 360 O-Monte Carlo 
4,25 x 4.00 390 O-Chevrolet 

Note : Station wagon engines-for wb 1 1 6 read Chevelle; for wb 1 1 9 read 
Chevrolet. 
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Chevrolet Corvair Chevrolet Motor Division, General Motors Corp . 
Detroit ,  Michigan 

C hevro let 's work on a smal l rear-en g i ne car beg an 
after World War I I ,  w i th a sti l l born prototype cal l ed 

the Cadet. But postwar buyers were so h u n g ry for cars, 
even warmed-over prewar models ,  that the d iv is ion  saw 
no need to bu i ld Cadets. By the l ate 1 950 's ,  however,  
the situ at ion had changed rad ica l l y .  I m port m akes, l ed 
by Vol kswagen and Renau lt ,  were b i t i n g  i nto the do­
mest ic  market . The g row ing  n u m ber of economy-car 
sales was beco m ing  too large to ig nore.  

The fi rst modern com pact, Stu debaker 's 1 959 Lark,  
was so successfu l that i t  temporar i ly ha l ted Stude­
baker 's  s l ide  i n to ob l i v ion .  The Lark soon h ad r ival s .  I n  
Detro i t ,  Ford had laid  p lans for the Falco n ,  C h rys ler was 
ready with the Val i ant ,  and both were i ntrod uced as 
1 960 mode ls .  I n  1 958-59 , General M otors had stemmed 
the t ide wi th i ts so-c al led "captive i m ports , "  the B ri t i sh  
Vauxha l l  and the German Opel . For  1 960, GM p i n ned i ts 
smal l -car sales hopes on the Corva i r .  

Larg ely the work of  Edward N .  Cole ,  lon g-t i me G M  
en g i neer (and futu re G M  president ) ,  the Corvai r was a 
tech n i c i an ' s  car, by far the most rad ica l  of the B i g  
Three 's  new compacts . Its powerp l ant was a f lat s ix  that 
developed 80 o r  95 horsepower .  Re lat ively comp l i ­
cated , i t  had two cyl i nder heads,  s ix  separate cyl i nder 
barre ls ,  and a d iv i ded crankcase. F lat s i xes were not 
common i n  automob i les ;  Corvai r 's  powerp l ant m i g ht 

1958 clay for 1 960 Corva i r  

1960 prototype for production 1962 convertible 
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have been i nsp i red by Cole 's  i n terest in ai rp l anes.  U n ­
fo rt u n ate l y ,  t h e  prod u c t i o n  e n g i n e we i g hed 388 
pou nds ,  some 1 00 pou nds more than the target wei g ht .  
Th is  m i scalc u l at ion  wou ld  h ave a neg at ive effect on the 
car 's  hand l i n g .  

The suspens ion  o f  the 1 08- inch-wheel base c h assi s 
was bas ic-perhaps too bas ic .  U p  front  were w ish­
bones and co i l  spr i n g s ;  i n  back were sem i -trai l i ng 
swi ng  ax les .  There was no ant i -sway bar,  altho u g h  G M  
had known th i s  was one of several ways to ach i eve ac­
ceptable h an d l i n g  w i th sw i n g  ax les i n  a car  w i th a rear­
end we i g ht  b i as .  M anagement ' s  dec is ion to redu ce cost 
wh i le max i m i z i n g  ease of serv ice  and eff i c i ency of 
assembly  prevented the u se of more sop h i st icated 
suspens ion components u nt i l 1 962 , when a reg u l ar 
prod u ct ion  opt ion  i n c l u d i n g  st i ffer spr i n gs ,  shorter rear 
ax le l i m it straps, and a front sway bar was made avai l a­
b le .  A m aj or su spens ion i mprovement was m ade i n  
1 964, when a t ran sverse compensat i n g  spr i n g  was 
adopted.  

I t  shou ld  be poi nted out ,  however,  that the 1 960-63 
Corvai r ' s  rather bas ic  fou r-wheel i ndependent suspen­
s ion did not c reate a "d an gerous ,  i l l -hand l i ng car, " as 
l awsui ts c l ai med.  The car d i d  not oversteer , to be su re .  
But  the oversteer was not excessive when the t i  res were 
i n f lated to the recommended pressu res :  1 5  psi  front, 26 

1 961 700 Lakewood four-door stat ion wagon 

1962 700 fou r-door station wagon 



psi rear. The po i n t was arg ued for years, and was set­
t led o n l y  by a con g ress ional i nvest i g at ion ,  wh ich  found  
i n  the  Corvai r ' s  favor .  

The Corvai r 's  1 0-year prod u ct ion  run can be d iv ided 
i n to two seg ments :  the fi rst generat ion  of 1 960-64 , and 
the second generat ion of 1 965-69 . 

Corvai rs were i n i t i al l y  offered i n  th ree ser ies .  The 500 
was the most bas ic  pac kage .  The 700 was s l i g ht ly  bet­
ter t r immed . M ost i n terest i n g  was the 900 M onza wi th  
i ts de l u xe i nter io r  and buc ket seats .  When Chevy of­
fered an opti onal fou r-speed gearbox i n  1 961 , Monza 
sa les  cau g ht f i re .  A new market had been u ncovered a l ­
most by acc i dent :  the sporty , fun-to-d r ive,  bucket-seat 
com pact. Th i s  was fortu nate, becau se the 500 and 700 
ser ies Corva i rs were not compet i t ive i n  pr ice w i th the 
Falcon and were bei ng outso ld  by i t .  

The most h i g h l y  pr i zed fi rst-generat ion  Corvai r i s  the 
tu rboch arged Monza Spyder of 1 962-64 . I ts 1 50-bhp en­
g i ne ,  m u l t i -gau g e  i nstrument pane l , m any  h and l i n g  an d 
performance opt ions ,  and cho ice of cou pe and convert­
i b le  mode ls  made i t  h i g h ly desi rab le .  U n fo rt u n ately ,  i t  
wasn ' t  cheap :  the pr ice was about $2800 p l u s  opt ions .  
Prod u ct ion  was l i m i ted to  about 40,000 u n i t s over th ree 
years. 

For 1 961 , the f l at six was bored out to 1 45 cid and op­
t iona l  horsepower went u p  to 9 8 .  i n  1 964,  the en g i ne  
was stroked fo r  a d i sp l acement of 1 64 cub ic  i n ches and 
95 to 1 1 0 hp in nonsu perch arged form . 

Another i n terest i n g  f i rst-generat ion  Corv ai r  was the 
Lakewood stat ion  wag o n ,  w h i c h  appeared in 1 961 . The 

1963 900 Monza Spyder convert i ble  

1 966 Corsa converti b le 

Chevrolet Corvair 

Lak ewood offe red a s u r p r i s i n g  am o u n t  of c ar g o  
space-58 c u b ic  feet beh i nd the front seat , and 1 0  more 
c u b i c  feet u n der the hood.  Th is  was more than other 
com pact wagons ,  and even more than some l arger  
mode ls .  The wagon d i d n 't sel l wel l ,  however ,  and p ro­
d u ct ion  bare ly  topped 25,000 u n its in 1 961 . For 1 962,  
the Lakewood n ame was d ropped , but the wagon was 
offered i n  both the 700 and M onza ser ies .  The Monza 
wagon was p l u s h ,  equ i p ped with bucket seats and de­
l u xe tr i m .  O n l y  about 6000 of the 1 962 models were bu i l t 
before th i s  body sty le  was d ropped ent i re ly  to make 
room on the assemb ly  l i ne for the hot Chevy I I .  

The s leek  1 965 Corvai rs were a des i g n  revo l ut i o n .  
G ood- loo k i n g  even from norm al l y  u nf latter i n g  an g les,  
they were a tr i bute to the f i ne  edge honed on GM cars 
by then styl i n g  ch ief W i l l i am L .  M itche l l  and h i s  desi g n ­
ers .  T h e  new Corvai r l ooked al most l i ke t h e  work o f  an 
I tal i an coac h bu i lder .  ( I n  fact, P i n i nfar i n a  b u i l t a spe­
C i al ly bod ied 1 964 Corvai r wi th  s i m i l ar l i nes . )  I t  was 
n i ce ly  sh aped and not overdone,  wi th j u st the r i gh t  
amount  o f  t r i m .  The car was new u nder the  s k i n  a lso .  
The tu rboch arged en g i ne prod u ced 1 80 bhp  at  400 rpm,  
mak i n g  i t  the most powerfu l stoc k powerp l ant .  B ut 
probably the best al l -arou nd Corvai r en g i ne was the 
new 1 40-bhp versio n .  New cy l i nder  heads ,  redes i g n ed 
m an i fo lds ,  and fou r  prog ress ive ly l i n ked carbu retors 
g ave it i ts extra power. 

The 1 960 Corvai r h ad been the f i rst m ass-prod u ced 
Amer ican car  to offer a sw i n g-ax le  rear suspens ion .  
The  1 965 Corv ai r was the  f i rst to  offer fu l l y i ndependent 
su spens ion  (aside from the Corvette) .  There was o n l y  
o n e  d i fference between the two : Corvette ' s  suspens ion  
desi g n  used a transverse leaf spr i n g  w h i le Corva i r ' s  
h ad a co i  I spr i ng  at each whee l .  The  rest of  the  two sys­
tems were the same:  u pper an d lower contro l  arms were 
u sed at each rear whee l .  The u ppers were actu al l y  the 
ax le  h al f-sh afts ;  the lowers were u nequa l  length ,  non­
paral le l  bars.  These fou r  arms contro l led al l , l ateral 
wheel  mot ion .  Smal l ru bber-mou nted rods extended 
from each  arm to the main  rear cross-member to absorb 
shocks from movement at the trai l i n g-arm p ivot poi nts .  

No longer  was there any q uest ion  of tr icky h and l i n g  
o n  h ard corners .  The Corvai r 's  corner i ng  was now 
nearly neutral , tend i n g  toward m i ld understeer at h i g h  
speeds.  The rear whee l s , remai n i n g  at a constant ang le 
w i th the g round ,  took most of the car 's  wei g ht and en­
ab led i t  to  be pu shed around corners at g reat speeds .  
Attent ion was al so g iven to  the  front  suspens ion , wh ich  
was tu ned to  comp lement the new rear-end· desi g n  and 
to prov ide  ro l l  st i ffness. 

Of al l  second-generat ion  Corvai rs, the 1 965-66 Corsa 
was the most desi rab le .  I t  came as a sport coupe with a 
base pr ice of $25 1 9  and as a convert i b le  at $2665, com­
p lete wi th  a fu l l  set of i n stru ments,  spec i al exter ior  tr i m 
( i n c l u d i n g  an al u m i n u m  rear pane l  for i n stant i dent i f i ­
cat io n ) ,  de l u xe i nter ior ,  and the 1 40-bhp en g i ne .  The 
tu rboch arged s ix was a $ 1 58 opt i o n .  With i t ,  the Corsa 
was def i n i te ly  in  the h i g h-performance category .  A typ i ­
cal  0-60 mph  accelerat ion  t i me was less than 1 1  sec-
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1 967 Monza hardtop sedan 

onds,  and the car cou ld  do the stand i ng-start q u arter­
m i l e  in 1 8  seconds at 80 mph .  The Corsa cou ld  h i t  1 1 5  
m ph when g iven enough st rai g htaway , yet del iver more 
than 20 m i les per gal lon at moderate h i g hway speeds .  

Unfo rtunately ,  the  Corsa d i d n 't sel l  part icu l ar ly  wel l 
ag ai n st Ford ' s  M u stan g ,  wh ich  cou ld  better the C hevy 's  
performance.  Even more cr i t ical  was a dec l i ne in  
M onza sales . Th i s  most pop u l ar Corvai r ral l ied s l i g ht ly  
i n  1 965,  but  the fo l lowi n g  year, product ion  p l unged to 
about one-th i rd the '65 level . By that t ime,  R alph  Na­
der 's book Unsafe at  Any Speed was hav i n g  an effect on 
Corvai r 's  sa les .  But ,  accord i n g  to Kar l  Ludv i g sen i n  h i s  
h i story o f  Corvai r, the car 's  fate had al ready been 
sealed by a GM d i rective i n  Apri l 1 965 : " No more devel­
opment work , "  was the order.  

Chevrolet Corvair  
Specificat ions 

1 960 
500 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

0527 cpe 2,270 1 ,984 1 4 ,628 
0569 sdn 4d 2,305 2,038 47,683 
700 (wb 1 08.0) 
0727 cpe 2,290 2,049 36,562 
0769 sdn 4d 2 ,31 5 2, 1 03 1 39,208 
900 Monza (wb 1 08.0) 
0927 cpe 2,280 2,238 1 1 ,926 
1 960 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

flat 6, 1 40.0 3.38 x 2.60 80 S-all 
flat 6 ,  1 40.0 3 .38 x 2 .60 95 O-all 

1 96 1  
500 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

0527 cpe 2 ,320 1 ,920 1 6,857 
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1969 Monza hardtop cou pe 

When the C am aro was added to the sporty-car l i sts 
for 1 967,  the Corvair  l i ne was t r immed to j u st two ser ies :  
the 500 sed an and coupe;  and the Monza sedan , cou pe, 
and convert i b le .  I t  wou ld  be the l ast year for the h ardtop 
sed ans ,  wh ich  are col l ector 's  items tod ay . 

The 1 968-69 Corvairs were the rarest of the breed , 
avai l ab le  i n  j u st th ree model s-500 hardtop, Monza 
coupe, and Monza convert i b le .  These c ars are read i ly 
ident i f iab le  by thei r front s ide m arker l i ghts-c l ear 
lenses in 1 968, amber ones in 1 969 . Monza convert i b les 
were the scarcest of al l .  

I t  was obv ious  by 1 968 that the Corvai r was becom i n g  
a n  orphan . Some Chevrolet dealers wou ldn ' t  h and le  
them , and others refu sed to  serv i ce them . Co le ' s  v i s i on 
had faded , and Corvai r d ied an u ndeserved death .  

Wght Price Prod 

0535 Lakewood wgn 4d 2,530 2,266 5,591 
0569 sdn 4d 2,355 1 ,974 1 8 ,752 
700 (wb 1 08.0) 
0727 cpe 2,350 1 ,985 24,786 
0735 Lakewood wgn 4d 2,555 2,331 20,451 
0769 sdn 4d 2,380 2,039 51 ,948 
900 Monza (wb 1 08.0) 
0927 cpe 2,395 2,201 1 09,945 
0969 sdn 4d 2,420 2,201 33,745 
1 96 1  Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

flat 6, 1 45.0 3.44 x 2 .60 80 S-all 
f lat 6, 1 45.0 3 .44 x 2 .60 98 O-all 

1 962 
500 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

0527 cpe 2,350 1 ,992 1 6,245 
700 (wb 1 08.0) 
0727 cpe 2,390 2,057 1 8,474 
0735 wgn 4d 2,590 2,407 3,7 1 6  
0769 sdn 4d 2,4 1 0 2, 1 1 1  35,368 
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900 Monza (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 1 965 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

0927 cpe 2 ,440 2,273 1 44,844 flat 6, 1 64 .0 3 .44 x 2 .94 95 S-all exc Corsa 
0927 Spyder cpe 2,465 2,636 6,894 flat 6, 1 64 .0  3 .44 x 2 .94 1 1 0 O-al\ exc Corsa 
0935 wgn 4d 2,590 2,569 2,362 flat 6 ,  1 64 .0  3 .44 x 2.94 1 40 S-Corsa ; a-others 
0967 cony cpe 2,625 2,483 1 3,995 flat 6, 1 64.0 3 .44 x 2 .94 1 80 O-Corsa 
0967 Spyder cony cpe 2,650 2,846 2,574 
0969 sdn 4d 2 ,455 2,273 48,059 

- 1 962 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 1 966 
flat 6, 1 45.0 3.44 x 2 .60 80 S-all exc Spyder 500 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 
flat 6, 1 45.0 3 .44 x 2.60 98 a-all exc Spyder 
flat 6, 1 45.0 3 .44 x 2 .60 1 50 S-Monza Spyder 1 0 1 37 htp cpe 2,400 2 ,083 24,045 

1 0 1 39 htp sdn 2,445 2, 1 57 8,779 

1 963 
Monza (wb 1 08.0) 
1 0537 htp cpe 2 ,445 2,350 37,605 

500 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 1 0539 htp sdn 2 ,495 2,424 1 2,497 
0527 cpe 2,330 1 ,992 1 6,680 1 0567 cony cpe 2,675 2,493 1 0,345 

700 (wb 1 08.0) Corsa (wb 1 08.0) 

0727 cpe 2 ,355 2,056 1 2 ,378 1 0737 htp cpe 2 ,485 2,5 1 9  7,330 
0769 sdn 4d 2,385 2, 1 1 0 20,684 1 0767 cony cpe 2,720 2,662 3, 1 42 

900 Monza (wb 1 08.0) 1 966 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

0927 cpe 2,4 1 5  2 ,272 1 1 7,91 7 flat 6, 1 64.0 3 .44 x 2 .94 95 S-al\ exc Corsa 
0927 Spyder cpe 2 ,440 2 ,589 1 1 ,627 flat 6, 1 64.0 3 .44 x 2.94 1 1 0 a-all exc Corsa 

flat 6, 1 64.0 3 .44 x 2.94 1 40 S-Corsa ; a-others 0967 cony cpe 2 ,525 2,48 1 36,693 flat 6, 1 64.0 3 .44 x 2.94 1 80 O-Corsa 0967 Spyder cony cpe 2,550 2,798 7,472 
0969 sdn 4d 2,450 2,326 31 , 1 20 
1 963 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

1 967 f lat 6 ,  1 45.0 3 .44 x 2.60 80 S-all exc Spyder 
flat 6, 1 45.0 3 .44 x 2.60 98 a-all exc Spyder 500 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 
flat 6, 1 45.0 3 .44 x 2 .60 1 50 S-Monza Spyder 1 01 37 htp cpe 2,435 2, 1 28 9,257 

1 01 39 htp sdn 2,470 2, 1 94 2,959 

1 964 Monza (wb 1 08.0) 

500 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 1 0537 htp cpe 2 ,465 2,398 9,771 

0527 
1 0539 htp sdn 2,5 1 5  2 ,464 3, 1 57 

cpe 2,365 2 ,000 22,968 1 0567 cony cpe 2,695 2,540 2, 1 09 
600 Monza Spyder (wb 1 08.0) 1 967 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
0627 cpe 2,470 2 ,599 6,480 flat 6, 1 64.0 3 .44 x 2.94 95 S-al\ 
0667 cony cpe 2 ,580 2,81 1 4 ,761 flat 6, 1 64.0 3 .44 x 2. 94 1 1 0/ 1 40 O-al\ 
700 (wb 1 08.0) 
0769 sdn 4d 2,41 5 2 , 1 1 9  1 6,295 1 968 
900 Monza (wb 1 08.0) 500 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 
0927 cpe 2,445 2,281 88,440 1 01 37 htp cpe 2 ,470 2,243 7,206 0967 cony cpe 2,555 2,492 31 ,045 
0969 sdn 4d 2,470 2,335 21 ,926 Monza (wb 1 08.0) 
1 964 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 1 0537 htp cpe 2 ,500 2,507 6,807 
flat 6, 1 64.0 3 .44 x 2 .94 95 S-al\ exc 600 1 0567 conv cpe 2,725 2,626 1 ,386 
flat 6, 1 64 .0  3 .44 x 2. 94 1 1 0 O-al\ exc 600 1 968 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai lability 
flat 6, 1 64 .0  3.44 x 2.94 1 50 S-600 flat 6, 1 64.0 3 .44 x 2 .94 95 S-al\ 

flat 6, 1 64 .0 3 .44 x 2 .94 1 1 0 O-al\ 

1 965 
500 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 1 969 
1 0 1 37 htp cpe 2 ,385 2,066 36,747 500 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 1 0 1 39 htp sdn 2 ,405 2, 1 42 1 7,560 
Monza (wb 1 08.0) 1 01 37 htp cpe 2,5 1 5  2 ,528 2,762 

1 0537 htp cpe 2,440 2 ,347 88,954 Monza (wb 1 08.0) 
1 0539 htp sdn 2 ,465 2,422 37, 1 57 1 0537 htp cpe 2,545 2,522 2,71 7 
1 0567 conv cpe 2,675 2,493 26,466 1 0567 cony cpe 2,770 2,64 1 521 
Corsa (wb 1 08.0) 1 969 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi lity 

1 0737 htp cpe 2 ,475 2,5 1 9  20,291 flat 6, 1 64 .0  3 .44 x 2 .94 95 S-al\ 
1 0767 conv cpe 2,71 0 2,665 8,353 flat 6, 1 64 .0  3 .44 x 2.94 1 1 0 O-al\ 
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Chevrolet Corvette Chevrolet Motor Division, General Motors Corp.  
Detroit , Michigan 

C hevrolet 's Corvette was Amer ica's f i rst and on ly  
successfu l f i berg lass sports car .  I t  debuted in  

1 953, the product of a 30-month cooperat ive deve lop­
ment prog ram between Har ley Ear l ' s  Art & Colour  Stu­
d io  and the Chevrolet D iv is ion Eng i neeri n g  Staff. A 
s imp le  manager ia l  dec i s ion to have a sports car i n  the 
Chevy l i neup was al l i t  took to get the Corvette project 
in mot ion . The dec i s ion  was a brave one,  s i nce sales of 
i mported sports cars in the m i dd l e- '50s amounted to 
less than one percent of the market . 

The fi rst-generat ion 1 953-55 Corvette was m arked by 
rou nded , rather bu l bous sty l i n g  der ived from a var i ety 
of Motorama show cars and stud io  sketches.  With ex-

Corvette Motorama show car of 1 953 

1 953 Corvette converti ble roadster 

Motorama hardtop showcar,  1 954 
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tended pod-type tai l l i g hts, a bu sy front end ,  and the 
then-mandatory wraparound wi ndsh ie ld ,  i t  was h ard ly  a 
t i meless desi g n .  I ndeed , the Corvette a lmost expi red af­
ter 1 955 due  to d i sappo in t i ng  sales,  wh ich some 
b l amed on i ts rather  awkward com b i n at ion  of featu res . 
Dyed- i n -the-wool d r i v i ng  enth u s i asts fou nd it hard to 
accept the Corvette' s  two-speed Powerg l i de automat ic  
t ransm i ss ion ,  even tho u g h  i ts mod i f ied C hevro let s i x  
developed a commendable 1 50 horsepower .  " Bou le­
vard ier"  types,  on  the other h an d ,  d i s l i ked the p last ic 
s ide c u rtai ns ,  and wou ld h ave preferred proper ro l l ­
down w indows l i ke those of reg u l ar passenger  cars . A 
V8 fi na l ly  arr ived i n  1 955 : the 265 c u bic- i nch Chevro l et 

Corva i r  fastback show car of 1 954 

1 955 Corvette convert i  ble roadster 

1 956 Corvette with optional  hardtop 



smal l -b lock  c reated by Ed Co le, John  G ordo n ,  and 
others.  Th i s  powerp l ant de l i vered vast ly  i mproved per­
forman ce ,  and al most al l Corvettes that year were V8-
equ i pped . Sti l l ,  total 1 955 model  year prod u ct ion fai l ed 
to su rpass 700 u n its .  

Late in 1 954, a dec i s ion was made to g ive the 
Corvette a repr ieve, and a fu l ly redes ig ned model  
was read ied for 1 956. I t  was a cons iderable i mprove­
ment on the stu bby look of the earl ier  cars.  H ar ley Ear l  
had deve loped a beauti fu l l y  scu l pt u red body featur i n g  a 
c u rv i n g ,  concave sect ion j u st aft of the front wheel  
open i n gs ,  and a "toothy" g r i l l e .  E n g i n e  chan g es-the 
s ix  was d ropped completely after 1 955-eventual ly  put  
Corvette i n  the ser ious  performance c l ass.  Ear l ' s  sty l ­
i n g  l asted a fu l l  seven years before i t  was repl aced by 
B i l l  M itche l l ' s  Sti n g  Ray desi g n  in 1 963. I n  the process, 
Corvette became Amer ica 's  favorite sports car .  The 
'56-'62 ser ies was ag g ressive - loo k i n g ,  wh ich n i ce ly  
m atched i t s  performan ce .  M an u al as we l l  as  Power­
g l ide tran sm i ss ions were avai lab le  from 1 956 on ,  and 
eventual ly  a c lose-rat io  fou r-speed jo i ned the l i st .  

For 1 957,  t he  265-c id  V8  was bored out  to  283 c id ,  and 
fue l  i n ject ion versions  of  th i s  were offered . " Fue l ie"  
Corvettes deve loped a phenomenal  250 to  283 bhp  that 
year. Thou g h  they were thu nder i n g ly fast i n  a strai g ht 
l i ne,  they were o n l y  moderate ly  successfu l i n  road rac­
i n g  compet i t i on . There were three carbu reted and two 
i njected V8s offered th rou g h  the end of the ' 50s,  and 
h and l i n g  opt ions  i mproved roadab i l ity of the l ater mod­
els .  Thou g h  GM h ad beg u n  deemphas i z i ng  rac i n g  with 
the rest of the i ndustry in 1 957,  n umerous  pr ivate d r iv­
ers cont i n u ed to campai g n  Corvettes.  By  d i n t  of the i r  
n u m bers, Chevy' s  sports c ar beg an pi l i n g  u p  w i n s  i n  
road rac i n g  as we l l  as on the d rag str i ps b y  the end of 
the decade.  

For 1 960, Corvette was su bstant ial l y the same as i t  
h ad been i n  1 958-59-f lashy and fast . B ut there was an 
i n c rease in  the u se of al u m i n u m :  i n  the c l utch hous i n g ,  
t h e  rad i ator ,  and t h e  cyl i nder  heads o f  fue l - i n jected en­
g i nes.  The 1 960 model a lso featu red ant i-sway bars 
front and rear, wh ich  g reat l y  i mproved r ide and h an­
d l i n g .  I t  was the f i rst u se of a rear sway bar on an Ameri­
c an c ar .  

A lso that year, Corvette ach i eved i nternati onal rec­
og n it ion  in the 24-hour  race at Le M an s  in Fran ce .  
Th ree cars entered by  B r i g g s  C u n n i ng ham in  the GT 
c l ass al l performed exceptio n al l y  wel l :  one  h it 1 5 1 m i les 
per hou r on  the long  M u l san ne Strai g ht .  A Corvette f in­
i shed e ig hth overal l in that race, the tou g hest of al l i n ­
ternat iona l  endu rance contests. 

The 1 960-61 period was the l ast for the 283 V8. D u r­
i n g  those two years, s i x  var i at ions  were offered . They 
ranged from a s i n g l e  fou r-barre l -carburetor e n g i n e  to a 
fuel - i n jected vers ion wi th 31 5 bhp .  A wide assortment  
of  rear ax le rat ios and th ree transm iss ion cho i ces 
(th ree� speed and fou r-speed m an u al p l u s  automat ic )  
were avai l ab le .  I t  was now possi b le  to  tai lo r  a Corvette 
to very spec i f ic  req u i rements ,  from bou l evard tou r i n g  to 
al l -out  competi t ion .  

Chevrolet Corvette 

1 956 Corvette convertible roadster  

1 957 Corvette with  optional  ha rdtop 

Rac ing show car from '57-Corvette S R -2 

Sebri n g  SS racer with Du ntov at the wheel 

1 958 Co rvette with optional hardtop 
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1 958 Corvette with opti onal hardtop 

1 959 Corvette converti ble roadster 

Mitchel l ' s St ing R ay racer in "street" tri m 

Styl i n g  for 1 961 -62 was a m i ld face l i ft of the 1 960 
model , but it was h i g h ly effect ive . The cars retai ned the 
bas ic 1 958-60 front end and m idsect ion ,  but were com­
p letely restyled at the rear .  By that t i me, M i tche l l  h ad re­
l i eved H arley Earl as GM sty l i ng  ch ief,  and the new 
rear-end treatment was h i s  idea. A "ducktai l "  sh ape, i t  
was der ived from M i tchel l ' s  St i n g ray racer and the ex­
peri mental XP-700 . 

E n g i n e  an d gearbox opt ions for 1 961 were un­
changed from 1 960. More than 85 percent of Corvette 
buyers ordered man u al transm iss ion ,  and more th an 
hal f  of them requested the fou r-speed . The 31 5-bhp en­
g i ne was most impressive when coup led to stu mp-p u l l ­
i n g  rear ax le rat ios .  Wi th the 4 . 1 1 : 1 gearset , for ex­
ample ,  the car cou ld  accelerate from 0 to 60 mph in 5 .5  
seconds,  and cover the stand ing  qu arter-m i l e  in  1 4 .2  
seconds at 99 mph.  Desp i te th i s  short gear i n g ,  top 
speed cou l d  approach 1 30 mph .  

For 1 962, M i tchel l fu rther refi ned the Corvette's sty l ­
i n g .  De-emphas i z i ng  the  concave bodyside "cove ,"  he  
el i m i n ated i ts ch rome out l i ne .  He a lso rep l aced the 
" speed streaks" i n side i t  wi th a verti cal g r i d .  The g r i l le 
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X P-700 show car of 1 958 

St ing R ay race r in '61 - offic ia l ly  a "Corvette" 

was b lac ked out ,  and a decorat ive str i p of anodi zed 
al u m i n u m  was added to the rocker pane ls .  A lso i n  '62, 
sti ffer spr i ngs  were b rought  back as an opt i o n .  Dr .  
R ich ard Thompson won the Sports Car C l u b  of Amer ica 
(SCCA) A-produ ct ion championsh i p  th at year  w i th a 
Corvette so eq u i pped . 

After Semon E .  " Bu n k ie"  Knudsen became Chev ro­
let 's general m anager  in 1 962 , Corvette was s lated for 
i nc reased producti o n .  The c ar had tu rned the p rofit cor­
ner  i n  1 958 , and the d iv i s ion  was see i n g  an adequ ate 
return on its i nvestment .  Prod u ct ion  cont i n ued to r i se i n  
the years that fo l lowed . 

I n  1 962 , a new 327-c id V8 , c reated by en l arg i n g  the 
283,  was i nt rodu ced . The fue l - i n ject ion system was 
a lso mod i f ied .  A 3 .08 : 1  f i n al d r ive rat io  was adopted 
for q u ieter c r u i s i n g  w i th the two lowest-horsepower 
en g i nes.  

The 327 rem ai ned the bas ic  Corvette powerpl ant 
th roug h  1 968. Wi th i ts i mproved torque,  the 327 Cor­
vette with 3 .70 : 1  rear ax le  cou ld run  the q u arter-m i le i n  
1 5  seconds at more than 1 00 mph . And , w i th  i ts new op­
t iona l  s i ntered metal l i c  brake l i n i n gs ,  Corvette cou ld 



1 96 1  Corvette conve rti ble roadste r 

1 962 Corvette convert ib le  roadster 

1 963 Corvette Sti ng  R ay roadster w ith hardtop 

stop as we l l  as it cou l d  g o .  I n  SCCA rac i n g ,  it was now 
the u n d i sputed c h ampion  i n  both A- and B-prod uct ion 
c l asses ,  and i t  com peted in  good form at  Sebr i n g .  

The 1 963 Sti ng  R ay was a revo l ut ion ,  a comp lete rev i ­
s ion  of Chevrolet 's  sports car ,  wh ich  h ad been most ly  
u nchanged u p  to  that po in t .  The o n l y  i tems carr ied over 
from 1 962 were the eng i nes.  In add i t ion  to the Sti n g  R ay 
roadster, there was a beaut i fu l  new fastbac k g rand tou r­
i n g  coupe .  M ore than 1 0 ,000 copies of each  were so l d ,  
and both were u n q uesti on ab ly  l andmark des i g n s .  

Prototypes for what bec ame t h e  1 963 Corvette beg an 
appear i n g  i n  l ate 1 959 . The f i rst of these cars was the 
exper i mental  XP-720 . Based on  the M i tchel l -desi g ned 
Sti n g ray racer, th i s  cou pe featu red a smooth fastback 
fuse lage  set off by a d i st i n ct ive sp l i t  rear w i ndow.  That 
w i ndow was M itchel l ' s  i dea, but  i t  stayed i n  prod uct ion 
o n l y  one year, 1 963.  To h i s  d i sg u st ,  but  for better v i s i b i l ­
i ty ,  i t  was rep l aced on t h e  1 964 cou pes b y  a one-p iece 
wi ndow. 

The XP-720 package was pract ical as we l l  as attrac­
tive. Ear ly alterat ions  from the Sti n g ray raoer i nc l uded 
h i dden head l i g hts,  ach i eved th rou g h  the use of p ivot-

Chevrolet Corvette 

1 963 Corvette St ing R ay "spl i t-window" coupe 

' 63 Sti ng  R ay roadsters with and without tops 

i n g  sect ions  th at l ay f l ush  w i th the creased front end .  
There was an  attractive d ip  i n  the be l t l i ne at the upper 
trai l i n g  edges of the doors .  The coupe's  doors were cut 
i nto the roof.  A new " d u al cockp i t"  dash board was a 
fresh approach  that worked rem arkably wel l .  

After the X P-720 was f i rmed u p ,  a roadster vers ion 
was deve loped . A fou r-passenger  Corvette was cons id­
ered too , but the i dea was d ropped because i t  seemed 
out  of ch aracter with the car 's  con cept. Fi na l  prototypes 
were i ntens ive ly  eval uated . W i nd tu n ne l  tests were 
m ade to determ ine  aerody n am i cs .  Body en g i neers 
added as we l l  as su btracted we i g ht .  As a r�su lt ,  the 
1 963 model  had al most tw ice as m u c h  stee l su pport i n  
i ts central  body st ructu re as the 1 962 Corvette and less 
f i  berg I ass in i ts body. 

The 1 963 St i n g  Ray h ad a shorter whee l b ase than the 
1 962 mode l ,  and i ts rear trac k was two i nches n arrower .  
Frontal  area was reduced by one squ are foot . I nter io r  
space, however ,  was at least as  good i n  every d i men­
s ion . And,  than ks  to the added steel re i n forcement ,  the 
coc kp i t  was stronger  and safer th an before . 

Com pared to the '62 model , the '63 was a super ior  
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car .  There were no eng i ne changes from the prev ious  
year, bu t  the  chassi s was extens ively reworked , pr i mar­
i l y at the rear. I ts most s i g n i f i cant feature was the fu l l y  
i ndependent rear suspension , a th ree- l i n k  type with 
dou b le-jo in ted open dr ivesh afts at e i ther s ide,  control 
arms, and trai l i ng rad i u s  rods .  A s i n g l e  t ransverse leaf 
spr i n g  was mou nted to the frame with rubber-cush­
ioned st ruts.  I n  accord w i th the wishes of  lead i n g  Cor­
vette eng i neer Zora Arkus- D u ntov, the d i fferent i al was 
bo lted to the rear cross-mem ber. The frame i tsel f  was a 
wel l - re i n forced box . Wei ght  d i str i but ion was 48/52 , 
compared to the previous 53/47. As a resu lt of a l l  th is ,  
the '63's r ide and hand l i n g were si g n i f icant ly  better .  A 
new rec i rc u l at i ng-bal l steer i ng  gear,  combi ned with a 
du al-arm , th ree- l i n k  bal l -j o i n t  fror.t suspens ion made 
the steer ing  q u icker .  The front brake drums were wider ,  
and a l l  brakes were self-ad justi n g .  There was an alter­
nator i nstead of a generator ,  positive cran kcase venti l a­
t ion ,  a smal le r  f lywhee l ,  and a new al u m i n u m  c l utch 

1 964 Corvette Sti ng Ray coupe 

Mako Shark I I  show car from 1 965 
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housi n g .  Compet i t ion options  i nc l uded st i ff suspen­
s ion ,  metal l i c  brake l i n i n g s ,  cast-al u m i n u m  knock-off 
whee ls ,  and a 36.5-gal lon  long-d i stance fu e l  tan k .  

Sty l i n g  actual l y  became c leaner d u r i n g  the f ive years 
of the Sti ng  Ray 's  l i fe. In 1 964, the fake hood louvers 
were de leted ,  and the cou pe ' s  rear q u arter vents were 
made fu nct i onal . I n  1 965, the scu l ptu red hood pane l  
was smoothed ou t ,  and the  front  fender  s lots were 
opened up. By 1 967 , the car had reached i ts sty l i ng 
peak , and the o n l y  chan ges were an ob long back-up  
l i g ht ,  bolt-o n i n stead of k nock-off al u m i n u m  whee ls ,  re­
v i sed front fender  louvers,  and an opt iona l  v i ny l  cover­
i n g  for the roadster ' s  removable h ardtop .  

Mechan ical ly ,  i mportant advancements were m ade 
th ro u g h  the m id- 1 960s.  The new fuel - i n jected smal l ­
b lock  eng ine  of  1 963 developed 1 . 1 5  bhp  per  cu b ic­
i nc h .  For 1 965, Corvettes were eq u i pped with d isc 
b rakes on al l fou r whee ls ,  and the new M ark  IV eng i ne 
that deve loped 425 bhp  made its debut .  

1 965 Corvette Sti n g  R ay coupe 

1 966 Corvette Sting R ay coupe 

1 966 Corvette Sti ng Ray roadster 



The f i rst M ark  I V  d i sp l aced 396 c i d ,  but  t h i s  was i n ­
c reased to 427 i n  1 966. T o  hand le  i t s  bruce force , C hev­
ro let u sed a st i ffer su spens i o n ,  extra-heavy-d uty c l utc h ,  
and a l arger  rad i ator and fan .  Wi th the 4 . 1 1 : 1 rear ax le  
rat io ,  a 1 966 M ark  I V  cou ld  go  from 0 to  60  i n  l ess th an 
five seconds ,  w i th  a top-end m ax i m u m  of more than 1 40 

. mph . Fuel  i n ject ion  was d ropped after 1 965 for the 
smal le r-d i sp l acement en g i nes .  Th i s  was mai n l y  due  to 
i ts h i g h  prod uct ion  costs and low sales .  

Chevro let h ad cons i dered b u i l d i ng a m i d-en g i ne 
Corvette for 1 968, but that was ru led out  due  to the h i g h  
cost o f  mak i ng the transax le  that wou ld  b e  needed . I n ­
stead , there was a com p lete resty l i ng ,  c h i ef ly  t h e  work 
of the d i v i s ion ' s  desi g n  stu d i o  u nder  Dav i d  Ho l l s .  The 
1 968 model  was an ag g ressive ,  swoopy- Ioo k i n g  car 
w i th an ai r dam at the front and a spo i ler  at  the rear .  I ts 
aerodyn am ic  propert ies ,  however ,  were not espec i al ly 
good . A roadster and a notchback  hardtop were of­
fered . Pop- u p  h i dden head l i g h ts and concealed w i nd-

1 966 Corvette Sti ng R ay coupe 

1 966 Corvette Sti ng R ay coupe 

1 967 Corvette Sti ng R ay coupe 

Chevrolet Corvette 

sh ie ld  wi pers were featu red . The 1 968 model  retai ned 
the 1 967 eng i ne l i neu p .  From 1 967 o n ,  buyers cou ld  
spec i fy the  potent L88 , a com pet i t i on en g i ne that p ro­
d u ced u p  to a stag ger i n g  560 bhp .  It  h ad al u m i n u m  
heads ,  and came with a n  extra-heavy-d uty c l u tch .  I t  
was j o i ned in 1 969 by the Z L- 1  rac i n g  eng i ne ,  w i th a d ry 
sump and al u m i n u m  b loc k .  The ZL-1  wei g hed 1 00 
pou nds less than the L88 , but  it cost $3000 ! 

The St i n g  R ay name d i sappeared i n  1 968, o n l y  to re­
tu rn-as one word-for  1 969 . These cars were i m­
proved i n  detai l .  The exter ior  door hand les  were 
c leaner than before, b l ack-pa inted g r i l l e bars repl aced 
the c h rome,  and the back-up  l i g hts were i n teg rated 
w i th the i n ner  tai l l i g h ts. H an d l i n g  was i mproved by 
w ider  whee ls ,  and the frame was sti ffened . The i nter io r  
was rev i sed to  create more room for passengers and 
the i r  be long i n g s .  The 327 en g i ne was stroked to 350 c i d  
a n d  was offered i n  300- and 350-bhp. t une .  Fou r  427 e n ­
g i nes were a lso avai l ab le ,  w i t h  a n  array o f  ax le  rat ios 

1 968 Corvette coupe 

1 968 Corvette roadster 

1 968 Corvette roadster 

1 969 Corvette Sti ngray coupe 
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1 970 Corvette St ingray conve rt ib le  roadster 

from 4 .56 : 1  to 2 .75 : 1 . 
The 1 968 package ,  however,  was not rece ived with 

u n am i mous pra ise ,  and debate su rrounds i t  to th is  d ay .  
Road & Track mag az ine  summed up  the  case for  the  op­
posi t ion ,  say ing  that the car was " h i g h ly  rem i n i scent of 
certai n older Ferrar is ,  laid  around a chassis that 
seemed fai r ly  modern i n  1 962 but i s  now qu i te d ated by 
the march of prog ress . . .  We fee l that the general d i ­
rect ion o f  t h e  change i s  away from sports car and to­
ward image-and-g adget car . " 

Chevrolet Corvette 
Specificat ions 

1 953 
290 (wb 1 02.0) Wght Price Prod 

2934 cony rdstr 2 ,705 3,5 1 3  3 1 5  
1 953 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 235 .5 3.56x 3.94 1 50 S-all 

1 954 
290 (wb 1 02.0) Wght Price Prod 

2934 cony rdstr 2,705 3,523 3,640 
1 954 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 235.5 3.56 x 3.94 1 50 S-all 

1 955 
290 (wb 1 02.0) Wght Price Prod 

2934 cony rdstr 2,650 2,799 674 
1 955 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 235.5 3.56 x 3 .94 1 50 S-all 
V8, 265. 0  3 .75x 3.00 1 62 O-all 
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The new body was seven i n ches longer  than its 1 967 
predecessor, most of that in extra front overhan g .  The 
car ' s  wheel base was u nchan ged at 98 i n ches,  but i ts i n ­
ter ior  was more cramped , and there was less l u g g age  
space .  About 1 50 pou nds had been added to  what Road 
& Track cal l ed the " al ready g ross avo i rd u po i s . "  I t  was 
a g reat mac h i ne ,  the mag az ine  sai d ,  "for  those who l i ke 
the i r  cars b i g ,  f lashy,  and fu l l  of b l i n k i n g  l i gh ts and trap 
doors . . .  The con no isseu r  who val ues f i nesse, effi ­
c i en cy ,  and t h e  l atest c h assi s desi g n  w i l l  h ave to look ,  
u n fo rtu nate ly ,  to  Eu rope . "  

Altho u g h  the 1 963-67 Sti n g  Ray i s  cons i dered the 
c l ass ic  Corvette of the '60s, the 1 968-70 mode ls  were 
more successfu l with the p u b l i c .  The prod u ct ion  peak 
was set in 1 969 , with 38 ,762 u n i ts-a record th at wou l d  
stand u nt i l  1 976. They were longer ,  heav i er ,  and c l u m ­
sier than thei r predecessors, but they were sti l l  very fast 
and appeal i n g .  They remai ned Amer ica 's  o n l y  true 
sports cars .  "Corvettes are for dr iv i n g ,  by d r ivers, " Car 
Ufe mag az i ne sai d .  "The Corvette d r iver w i l l  be t i red of 
sm i l i n g  long  before he 's  t i red of the car ."  

1 956 
290 (wb 1 02.0) Wght Price Prod 

2934 cony rdstr 2, 764 3, 1 49 3,388 
1 956 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 265.0 3 .75 x 3.00 225 S-all 

1 957 
290 (wb 1 02 .0) Wght Price Prod 

2934 cony rdstr 2,730 3,465 6,246 
1 957 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 283 .0 3.88 x 3.00 220 S-all 
V8, 283 .0  3.88 x 3.00 245/270 O-all 
V8, 283 .0  3.88 x 3 .00 250/283 O-all (F I) 

1 958 
(wb 1 02 .0) Wght Price Prod 

867 cony rdstr 2,793 3,63 1 9, 1 68 
1 958 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 283 .0 3 .88 x 3 .00 230 S-all 
V8, 283 .0 3 .88 x 3 .00 245/270 O-all 
V8, 283 .0 3 .88 3 .00 250/290 O-all (F I )  

1 959 
(wb 1 02.0) Wght Price Prod 

867 cony rdstr 2,840 3,875 9,670 
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1 959 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 1 965 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

VS, 2S3. 0  3.SS x 3 .00 230 S-all VS, 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 250 S-all 
VS, 2S3.0  3 .SS x 3 .00 245/270 O-all VS, 327. 0  4 .00 x 3.25 300/350 O-al l 
VS, 2S3.0  3 .SS x 3 .00 250/290 O-all (F I )  VS, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 395 O-all (F I )  

VS, 396 .0 4 .09 x 3 .75 425 O-all 

1 960 
(wb 1 02 .0) Wght Price Prod 1 966 

OS67 conv rdstr 2 ,S40 3 ,S72 1 0 ,261 Sting Ray (wb 98.0) Wght Price Prod 

1 960 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 1 9437 cpe 2,9S5 4,295 9,958 
1 9467 conv rdstr 3,005 4,084 1 7,762 

VS, 2S3.0 3 .S8 x 3 .00 230 S-all 1 966 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity VS, 2S3. 0  3.SS x 3 .00 245/270 O-all 
VS, 2S3.0  3.SS x 3 .00 275/3 1 5  O-all (F I )  VS, 327 .0  4 .00 x 3.25 300 S-all 

VS, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 350 O-all 
VS, 427 .0  4.25 x 3 . 76 390/425 O-all 

1 96 1  
(wb 1 02.0) Wght Price Prod 

OS67 conv rdstr 2,905 3,934 1 0 ,939 1 967 
1 96 1  Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity Sting Ray (wb 98.0) Wght Price Prod 

VS, 2S3 .0  3 .88 x 3 .00 230 S-all 1 9437 cpe 3,000 4,353 8,504 
VS, 2S3.0  3.88 x 3.00 245/270 O-all 1 9467 conv rdstr 3,020 4 , 1 4 1 1 4 ,436 
VS, 2S3 .0  3 .SS x 3 .00 275/3 1 5  O-all (F I )  1 967 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

VS, 327 .0 4 .00 x 3.25 300 S-all 
1 962 VS, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 350 O-all 

VS, 427 .0  4 .25 x 3 . 76 390-435 O-all 
(wb 1 02.0) Wght Price Prod 

OS67 conv rdstr 2 ,925 4,038 1 4,53 1  
1 962 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

1 968 VS, 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 250 S-all 
VS, 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 300/340 O-all (wb 98.0) Wght Price Prod 
V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 360 O-all (F I )  1 9437 cpe 3,055 4,663 9,936 

1 9467 conv rdstr 3,065 4 ,320 1 8 ,630 
1 968 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

1 963 VS, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 350 S-all 
Sting Ray (wb 98.0) Wght Price Prod VS, 427 .0  4.25 x 3 . 76 400-435 O-all 

0837 cpe 2,S59 4,252 1 0,594 
0867 conv rdstr 2,S8 1 4,037 1 0 ,91 9 
1 963 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 1 969 
VS, 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 250 S-all Stingray (wb 98.0) Wght Price Prod 
VS, 327.0  4 .00 x 3 .25 300/340 O-al l 1 9437 VS, 327.0  4 .00 x 3 .25 360 O-all (F I )  cpe 3, 1 40 4,7S1  22, 1 54 

1 9467 conv rdstr 3, 1 45 4,438 1 6,608 
1 969 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

1 964 
VS, 350.0 4 .00 x 3 .4S 300 S-all 
VS, 350 .0  4 .00 x 3 .48 350 O-al l 

Sting Ray (wb 98.0) Wght Price Prod VS, 427.0 4 .25 x 3 . 76 390-435 O-all 
OS37 cpe 2,960 4 ,252 S,304 
OS67 conv rdstr 2 ,945 4 ,037 1 3 ,925 

1 970 
1 964 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

VS, 327.0  4 .00 x 3 .25 250 S-all Stingray (wb 98.0) Wght Price Prod 

VS, 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 300 O-all 1 9437 cpe 3, I S4 5 , 1 92 1 0,668 
VS, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 395 O-all (F I )  1 9467 conv rdstr 3, 1 96 4,849 6,648 

1 970 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 350 .0 4.00 x 3 .4S 300 S-all 
1 965 VS, 350.0 4 .00 3 .4S 350/370 O-all 

V8 , 427.0 4 .25 3 .76 390/460 O-al l 
Sting Ray (wb 98.0) Wght Price Prod 

1 9437 cpe 2,975 4 ,32 1 S , 1 86 
1 9467 conv rdstr 2,985 4, 1 06 1 5,376 Note : 1 967-70 racing engines not l isted ; see text . 
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Chrysler Chrysler D iv ision, Chrysler Corp. 

H ighland Park, Michigan 

C h rys ler Corporat ion restyled a l l  i ts cars for 1 940, 
cappi ng  a decade of notab le  eng i neer i n g  ad­

vances. Dur i ng  the ' 30s, Ch rys ler  had i ntrod uced fu l l y 
f lex i b le ru bber e n g i n e  mounts,  opt ional overdr ive ,  hy­
d rau l i c  brakes, F l u id  Dr ive (hyd rau l i c  c l utch ) ,  and a 
new low-fr ict ion e n g i n e  mac h i n i n g process cal l ed Su­
perfi n i sh . C h ryslers had always been eng i neers'  cars. 
Kaufman Th uma Ke l ler  succeeded fou nder Walter 
C h rysler  as president in 1 935. A lthoug h  he lac ked a 
techn i cal background ,  Ke l le r  cont i n ued to emphas ize 
e n g i neer ing  with h i s  top man agers. The general m an­
ager of Ch rys ler  D iv is ion ,  for ex ample ,  was Dav id  A.  
Wal l ace, an i nventor w i th 75 automotive patents to h i s  
cred it .  

The ear ly '40s were g ood years for Ch rys ler  D iv is ion .  
From dangerous ly  low product ion  i n  recess ion year 
1 938 , the make rose stead i ly from 1 1 th to e ig hth p lace 
in the i nd u stry between 1 939 and '4 1 . Its success was 
due part ly to the 1 940 l i ne ,  wh ich  span ned a pr ice scale 
ran g i ng from $895 for the Royal coupe to $2445 for the 
Crown Imper ia l  e ig ht-passenger  l i mous ine .  

Styl i n g  was not rad i cal : notch backed , smooth at the 
front  and rear, i nd iv idual fenders .  The des i g n  work had 
been d i rected by Raymond H .  D ietr i c h ,  the famed 
coachbu i lder .  Yet eng i neer ing  prevai led over sty l i n g ,  
and was su pported wholehearted ly  b y  Kel ler ,  an arch­
conservat ive.  The desi g n  that resu l ted, as one wag put 
i t ,  "wou l d n 't knock you r  eyes out but wou ldn 't knock 
you r  h at off e i ther ."  (Ch rys ler 's  rad i cal A i rf low had so ld  
poor ly  in  the 1 930s, so the d iv i s ion had gone to q u ieter­
look ing  cars i n  the '40s. ) 

The l i ne was set u p  i n  s ix- and e ig ht-cyl i nder ran ks. 
S ix-cyl i nder Royals and Windso rs rode a 1 22 .5- inch  
wheel base , wi th a 1 39 .5- i nch  wheel base for the  e i g ht­
passenger  sedans and l i mousi nes.  The e ig ht-cyl i nder 
Trave le r, New Yorker ,  and Saratoga  rode a 1 28 .5- inch  
wheel base (the l ast two i nc l uded formal sedan s as 
wel l ) .  A 1 45 .5- i nch  whee l base carr ied the C rown I m pe­
r ial sedan s  and l i mous ine .  A l l  of the upper mode ls  used 
a 323 .5 cu b ic- i nch  e i g ht th at developed 1 35- 1 43 bhp at 
3400 rpm.  

Add i n g  a l i tt le  c l ass to  the 1 940 l i ne were two stri k i n g  
show cars from the house o f  LeB aron-the Newport 
and Thu nderbolt .  Six of each were bu i l t .  The Newport, 
desi g ned by Ra lph  Roberts of LeBaron , was a d u al ­
cowl phaeton bu i l t on the  Imper ia l  chass i s .  I t  had a rak­
i sh envelope body and smooth fenders .  The Thu nder­
bolt ,  des ig ned by Alex Trem u l i s  of Br iggs ,  had a s i m i l ar 
enve lope body, but was a retractab le hardtop with s i n­
g le bench seat mou nted on the New Yorker chassis .  
Desi g ned to wow the pub l i c  at auto shows, these two 
d ream cars wou ld l ater i nspi re postwar styl i n g .  

After the war, C h rysler wou l d  cont i n ue t o  use sepa­
rate fenders,  even for the total redes ign  of 1 949 . M ore 
customs, one-offs mai n ly, were tu rned out by the Der-
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ham Body Company. These i n c l uded town cars an d a 
du al-cowl phaeton .  Ch rys ler  itse l f  b u i l t  a cu stom formal 
sedan , and A.  J .  M i l le r  of Oh io  bu i l t a l ong-wheel base 
l i mousi ne/hearse. 

The most i nterest i n g  new model  of 1 94 1  was Dave 
Wal l ace 's  u n ique  Town & Count ry stat ion  wagon ,  the 
fi rst of that body sty le for C h rys ler .  U n l i ke other 
wood ies of the day, the Town & Country had a c lean,  
rounded shape and " c l amshe l l "  type rear doors th at 
opened from the center .  B u i l t on the Windsor chass is ,  
Town & Cou ntry was avai l ab le with s ix - o r  n i ne-passen­
ger  seati n g .  It so ld for a remarkab ly  low pr ice,  and a to-

1940 R oyal  coupe 

Thunderbolt show car by Le Baron 

N ewport phaeton show car by Le Baron 



tal of 999 were bu i l t ,  most ly  the n i ne-passenger  var iety. 
Styl i n g  chan ges for the rest of the '41 l i ne were m i ­

n o r, i n c l u d i n g  s i mp ler  g r i l les a n d  more orn ate tai l ­
l am ps .  The  Traveler  was e l i m i n ated . The  Saratoga se­
r ies was ex panded from two mode l s  to i nc l ude c l u b  and 
bus i ness coupes ,  two- and fou r-door sed ans ,  and a 
town sed an . C h rys ler  a lso i ssued a wide var iety of u p­
ho lstery i n  '4 1 . There was H i g h l ander  P l a id ,  a str i k i n g  
com bi nat ion o f  Scots p l a id  and leatherette tr i m ;  Saran 
t ri m ,  a woven p l ast i c  and leatherette des ig ned for cer­
tai n open  mode ls ;  and N avajo ,  a pattern  rese m b l i n g  the 
b l an kets of the Southwest I n d i ans .  One new mechan i cal 
featu re was opt iona l  Vacamat ic  transm iss ion ,  a self­
sh i fter th at operated between the two lower and two 
h i g her  gears .  M an ual  sh i ft i n g  was st i l l  requ i red from 
the low to h i g h  ranges.  

A s i g n i ficant f ront  face l i ft m arked the 1 942 mode ls .  A 
smooth appearance was ach ieved by wrapp i n g  the 
g r i l le 's  c h rome bands r i gh t  arou nd to the front fenders.  
The hood l i ne looked s leeker  than before, and opened 
from the front i n stead of the s ide .  The ru n n i n g  boards 
were h i dden from v iew,  concealed u nder  f l ares at the 
bottoms of the doors.  H i g h l ander P la id  was optional ;  
another spec i al u pho lstery ca l led Thu nderb i rd a lso 
borrowed I n d i an mot i fs .  The Town & Cou ntry wag on 
was moved to the W i nd so r  ser ies .  The s ix-cy l i n der  en­
g i ne was bored out  to y ie ld  1 20 bhp  at 3800 rpm.  The 
e i g ht ,  wh ich rema ined at 323 .5  c id ,  was rated at 1 40 bhp 
for  other mode ls .  

Li ke other  cars,  C h ryslers b u i l t after J an u ary 1 ,  1 942 
u sed pa inted tr i m i n stead of c hrome.  In  ear ly Febru ary, 
p roduct ion ended altogether .  In those two months ,  the 
f i rm b u i l t  o n l y  5292 cars.  D u r i n g  the war ,  C h rys ler  bu i l t 
ant i -a i rcraft g u n s ,  Wr ight  Cyc lone  a i rp lane eng i nes ,  
l and  m i n e  detectors, radar u n its, m ar i n e  en g i nes,  and 
Sea M u le h arbo r  tugs .  But  tan ks were its most famous 
wart ime product .  

When they cou ld d u r i n g  the war ,  sm a l l  teams of de­
s igners and e n g i neers wou ld  work on postwar car 
i d e as ,  most  of w h i c h  n ev e r  reac h ed p ro d u c t i o n .  
P l an ned but  not i mp lemented were smoother vers ions  
of the  1 940-42 sty les ,  w i th  fu l l y  wrapped b u m pers and 
g r i l l es, th i n ner  A- and B-p i l l ars ,  and s k i rted rear fend­
ers .  U lt imate ly ,  C h rys ler  p roduced warmed-over ver­
s ions  of its 1 942 cars from 1 946 thro u g h  the f i rst part of  
1 949.  Even the fu l l  redesi g n  of m id - 1 949 was conserva­
t ive compared to r iva l  m akes.  

For 1 946,  fender  b r ig htwork was redu ced.  The g r i l le 
was g iven prom i nent  vert ical  bars, wh ich  m ade i t  one  of  
the most h i g h ly ch romed in  the i n d u st ry .  The fou r  
wheel bases were cont i n ued with the same body sty le  
offe ri n g s  as  befo re. The s ix - and e ig ht-passenger  
C rown I m per ia l  sedan s were dropped , leav i n g  o n l y  the 
l i mo u si n e .  The '46 Town & Cou ntry was no  longer  a 
wag o n ,  but  a th ree-car l i ne cons ist i n g  of s ix ­
cy l i nder  and  e i g ht-cyl i nder sedans and converti b les. 
Or ig i n al ly ,  C hrys ler  h ad pro m i sed an array of non­
wagon  wood ies ,  i n c l u d i n g  two-d oor  brou g h ams,  road­
sters,  and a h ardtop, but o n ly a h andfu l  were bu i l t .  

Chrysler 

1 942 New Yorker fou r-door sedan 

Prototy pe 1 946 Town & Cou ntry hardtop cou pe 

1 946 Town & Country fou r-door sedan 

1 946 R oyal  cl u b  coupe 

1 946 Windsor convertible coupe 
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1 947 Crown I mper ia l  e ight-passenger l i mous ine  

1947 Windsor Trave ler  fou r-door sedan 

Prototype Town & Country hardtop coupe for 1 949 

1 949 Saratoga cl ub coupe 

There were seven hardtops in al l ,  made by g raft i ng  an 
e longated coupe top onto a Town & Cou ntry convert i ­
b le .  The e ig ht-cyl i nder Town & Country sedan was 
e l i m i nated after a run  of one hu ndred 1 946 models .  
Prewar e n g i nes were carr ied over,  but were detu ned 
s l i g ht ly .  

Pr i ces i n creased d ramat ica l ly  between 1 942 and 
1 946, mai n ly as a resu lt  of wart ime and postwar i n f la-
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t io n .  A Ch rys ler Royal cou ld be bought  for a l i tt le more 
than $1 000 in 1 942 ; by '46 ,  i ts m i n i m u m  pr ice had r i sen 
to nearly $ 1 500 .  Pr ices wou ld cont i n ue to r i se th rou g h  
the rest o f  the decade, to the po i n t where a Crown Im­
peri al so ld for near ly dou b le  i ts 1 940 f i g u re. Even so, 
C h rysler was back among the top ten i n  model year 
p rod u ct ion i n  both 1 947 and '48 . 

For 1 947, there were on ly detai l alterat ions  to fender 
tri m ,  hu bcaps, co lors,  carburet ion ,  whee l s , and i n st ru­
ments.  Between A u g u st and November,  G oodyear low­
pressu re Super C u sh i on ti res were adopted . One new 
model  i n  the Windsor ser ies was the Trave le r, a l u x u ry 
u t i l i ty car with spec ia l  pai n t  and i n ter ior ,  and an att rac­
t ive wooden l u g g ag e  rac k .  U n l i ke the comparable 
DeSoto Subu rban , the Trave ler  d id not have fold-down 
t r ip le  seats or  wooden f loorboards in the rear,  h av i n g  a 
separate t ru n k  c o m p artm e n t  i n stead . T h e  e i g ht­
cyl i nder ser ies went u nchan ged , except for a new 
e ig ht-passenger  sedan i n  the C rown I mper ia l ser ies.  

C h rysler ' s  extravag ant " j u kebox" das h board was 
one of the f lash iest i n  the i m med i ate postwar per iod.  
M ak i n g  use of so l i d  o r  mott led p l ast ics ,  i t  was a sym­
metri cal affai r  wi th  g au ges at the left ,  a g l ovebox at the 
r i g ht ,  and a h u g e  rad io  speaker and a bank of control  
k nobs in the m idd le .  The k nobs were m ade of  c lear l u­
c i te ; chrome p lat i n g  was everywhere.  The rad i o  had a 
tone se lector prov i d i n g  adj ustment from " M e l lo"  to 
" Speech , "  with i ts d i a l chan g i ng from b l u e  to red in the 
p rocess .  The steer i ng  wheel was 1 8  i nches i n  d i ameter, 
and had th ree spokes w i th an enormous c h rome horn 
r i n g .  Over on the far l eft , the u m brel l a- h and le  h and­
brake was a long  reac h ,  but i t  was h i g h l y  effective. It  
operated on  the d r iveshaft rather than the rear brake 
drums-a heavy-h anded approac h ,  but i t  worked . 

The 1 948 l i ne was a cont i n u at ion  of the '47 model r un .  
The  s ix-cy l i nder  Town & Cou ntry sed an was d i scon­
t i n ued at m id-year,  but  the e i ght-cy l i nder  convert i b le 
carr ied on.  Eventua l ly ,  8569 wou ld  be bu i l t f rom 1 946, 
i nc l u d i n g  a h andfu l reser ia led for the f i rst part of 1 949. 

Chrys ler  wasn ' t  ready on t ime with i ts redes ig ned 
S i lver Ann iversary models for 1 949,  so f rom Decem ber 
to M arch the old mode ls  were offered ag ai n-without 
the Town & Cou ntry. Pr ices weren ' t  changed ,  and none 
of  the o ld-style " fi rst ser ies" cars were actual ly  b u i l t  
that year. 

M any ideas had been con sidered for a stream l i ned 
' 49 des i g n  with i nteg ra l ,  sk i rted fenders.  None of them 
came to pass. Ke l le r  i ns i sted on bo l t-u pr i gh t  sty l i n g  
wi th vast i n ter ior  space, and he g ot i t-w ith some loss 
of sales appeal . The '49 C h rysle r  was ornate, wi th a 
massive ch rome- l aden g r i l le ,  prom i nent  br ig htwork on 
the s ides, and c u r ious  vert ica l  tai l l i g hts end ing  in a l i t­
t le hump .  (On l y  the C rown I m per ial was spared those 
g audy dev ices. ) There was a new I m per ial sed an and a 
convert ib le  Town & Cou ntry. A long with the new sty l i n g  
came a host o f  g i mmick  names for certai n desi rable 
featu res : Safety-Level R ide,  Hyd ra- Li zer  shock absorb­
ers, Safety-R i m  whee l s , Fu l l - F low o i l  f i l ter ,  and Cyc le­
bonded brake l i n i ngs .  



An assortment of c u stoms were bu i I t  on  C hrys ler  
c h ass i s  in  the l ate '40s, mai n l y  by Derham of Pen nsy l ­
van i a . I t  offered a town l i mous i ne  and a du al-cowl 
phaeton in the 1 946-48 pe r iod , and t r ied the same pad­
ded-top treatment on the '49 New Yorker .  Bu t  the w i ld­
est of al l was a New Yorker promot ion  car  wi th  a m id-

. sect ion des ig ned to look  l i ke a g i ant Z i ppo l i g hter .  
As the 1 950s began, C h rys ler  was a h i g h-vo l u me l i ne 

compri s i n g  no fewer than seven d i fferent ser ies and 22 
models .  When the decade ended ,  i t  h ad become an u p­
per med i u m-pr ice m ake  with j u st 1 5  mode ls  i n  fou r  
bas ic  se r ies .  T h e  l i neup  sh ran k when I m per ial became 
a separate make in 1 955 and the W i ndsor s i xes were 
d ro pped after 1 954 . B ut over the years, sty l i n g  and 
eng i nee r i n g  i m p roved . The dowdy 1 950 c ars powered 
by p l odd i n g  l-head e n g i nes wou ld g ive way to perfor­
m an ce mac h i n es w i th exc i t i n g  sty l i n g  by 1 955 . Even tu­
a l l y , C h rysler wou ld have some of  the best- look i n g  tai l ­
f i ns  of the  age .  

Those tai l f i ns ,  wh ich  arr ived i n  g rafted-on  form in  
1 956 , were n i ce l y  i nteg rated i n to the a l l -new '57 sty l i n g .  
They were the work o f  V i rg i l  M .  Exner ,  who j o i ned 
C h rys ler  after leav i n g  Studebaker i n  1 949 . Exner 's  
tastes ran to c l ass ic  cars-mean i n g  bo l d ,  u p r i g ht rad i a­
tor g r i l les ,  open-whee l desi g ns,  and rak ish  l i nes .  On 
arriv i ng  at  C h rys ler  he  fou n d  the en g i neer in g-or iented 
boxes of K .  T .  Kel le r, who was then prepari n g  for ret i re­
ment .  Un fo rtu n ate ly ,  peop le  d i d n ' t want pract ica l  com­
pact cars in  the ear ly '50s-at l east , not the peop le  who 
bou g h t  C h rys le rs .  The d iv i s ion was h av i n g  sales trou­
b les,  and before Exner was able to get any completely 
new desi g ns i n to product i o n ,  C h rys ler  san k from 
1 8 0 ,000 u n i ts to bare ly  1 00 ,000. 

For 1 950, the boxy cars that had emerged as C h rys­
ler 's  f i rst new postwar desi g n  were l arge ly  carryovers.  
Several models  were on the i r  way out .  The s ix-cyl i nder  
Roya ls, wh ich so ld for l ess th an $2200, were d ropped 
after that year. The exot i c  wood-decorated Town & 
C o u ntry ser ies was down to one  model-the Newport, a 
h ardtop powered by the strai gh t  e i g ht and equ i pped 
wi th  fou r-wheel  d i sc b rakes. By then ,  i t  h ad out l ived i ts 
purpose, to g l amor ize an u n g l amorous l i neup  by offer­
i n g  someth i n g  v iv id ly  d i fferent,  so the T & C h ardtop 
was d ropped for '5 1 . After that ,  the Town & Country 
n ame was reserved for stat ion  wag ons  on ly .  The Sara­
toga, a l so a per i phera l  se l l e r ,  was dropped after 1 952.  

For a short t ime, there were standard and l uxu ry ver­
s ions  of the W i n dsor and New Yorker .  B ut by the t ime  
the  " H u n d red M i l l i on  Do l l ar look"  arr ived i n  1 955, the 
l i ne was down to j u st two ser ies sans I m per ia l ,  wh i ch 
h ad become a separate make i n  i ts  own r i g ht .  

I t ' s  easy to  su m mar ize the  1 950-54 C h rys lers because 
they were al l so m u c h  a l i ke .  A l l  except the C rown I mpe­
r ia l  and the lon g -wheel base W i ndsor sed an were b u i l t  
on  1 25 .5- o r  1 3 1 . 5- i n c h  wheel bases. A l l were sty led 
pretty m u c h  the same way. 

The '50 models  wore b road ,  c h rome,  eg g crate 
smi  les ;  the 1 951 -52 models had a more con servat ive 
th  ree- bar  g r i  l i e .  T h ere  were n o  s i  g n  i f i c a n t  d i ffe ren ces 

Chrysler 

1 950 Crown I mperia l  l i mous ine by Derham 

1 951 Wi ndsor club coupe 

1 952 Saratoga e ight-passenger sedan 

between the ' 5 1 s and '52s, (the fi rm d i d n ' t even keep 
separate prod u ct ion  f i g u res for those two years) . The 
o n l y  way to te l l  them apart is  by the tai l l i g h ts :  the '52s 
h ad b u i lt- i n  bac k u p  l am ps .  

W h i le i t  l asted ,  the Saratoga was the q u i c kest C h rys­
le r  and a notable stock-car contender .  It u sed a Hem i  V8 
i n  the shorter Wi ndsor c h assi s .  New Yorkers came i n  
rou g h ly the same form as W i n d sor  Deluxe mode ls ,  but  
on the lon ger  wheel base . I m per ia ls  were b u i l t as  se­
d ans ,  c l u b  cou pes, h ardtops,  convert i b les ,  and long­
wheel base cars i n  those years. For 1 950 , there was  a 
spec ia l  I m per ia l  sed an w i th custom i n ter ior .  

Perhaps i t  was the p la i n  styl i n g  of th i s  per iod that 
g ave r i se to C h rysler 's  reputat ion for en g i neer i n g .  I t  
was certai n ly the company 's  g reat strength  i n  the ear ly 
'50s.  A c h an g e  in powerp l ants was part of  that empha­
s is .  The C h rys ler  s ix  h ad been a dom i n ant se l le r  for 
so me years, so i ts d i sappearance after 1 954 came as a 
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surpr i se to many. But  i n  real ity i t  was part of a broad­
based p lan ,  partly i n sti g ated by Kel ler 's  successor, 
Lester Lum "Tex" C o l bert. 

Co lbert set several ear ly goals ,  among wh ich  were 
the decentral izat ion  of d iv i sional management,  the total 
redesi g n  of al l passenger  cars as soon as poss ib le ,  and 
an ambit ious prog ram of p l ant expansion and f inanc­
i n g .  G iv i n g  the d iv is ions  freer rei n meant that peop le  
c loser to  the  sales level cou ld  take more cont ro l  i n  m ap­
p ing  po l i cy. At C h rysler  D iv is ion ,  the on ly m arket sector 
avai lab le was the top one .  DeSoto h ad staked out  the 
lower g round .  

When the  hemi -head V8 arr ived i n  1 95 1 , the  s ix  was 
g radua l ly  de-emphasized . It had taken c lose to 1 00 ,000 
sales i n  1 950 , but  dropped to 84 ,000 by 1 953 and to 
45 ,000 in 1 954 .  

The  331 -cid hem i-head V8 was f i rst offered on the  '5 1  

Exner-sty led C-200 show car by G h i a  from 1 952 

1 953 Custom I mperia l  four-door sedan 

1 953 New Yorker Del uxe Newport hardtop coupe 
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Saratoga-New Yorker- I m perial . Though not real ly a new 
i d e a  at  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  H e m i  o f fered e x c e pt i o n a l l y  
g ood vo l umetr ic effic iency for tru ly  outstan d i n g  per­
formance. A lso ,  i t  had a lower compress ion  rat io  and 
cou l d  therefore u se lower-octane fuel  th an non-Hem is .  
Yet i t  was capab le  of p rod u c i n g  as  m u c h  power as  a 
convent ional e n g i n e  wi th more d i sp l acement .  

The Hemi 's  output was- more than am p le :  one ear ly 
demonstrat ion vers ion  ach i eved 352 bhp on  the dyna­
mometer after m i nor  modi f ications  to the camshaft, car­
buretors,  and exh aust. Drag racers wou l d  l ater get as 
much  as 1 000 h orsepower from i t .  On  the other h and ,  i t  
was complex and cost ly ,  req u i r i n g  double the n u m ber  
of rocker sh afts ,  push rods, and rockers.  The  heads 
were heavy and expens ive to manufact u re .  As resu l t ,  
the Hemi  was rep l aced fo r '59 by more conventio n al 
383- and 41 3 -c i d  wedge-head V8s .  But  w h i le i t  was 
aro u n d ,  i t  wrote a g reat sto ry.  

A stock Saratoga  Hemi wou ld  run from 0 to 60 mph i n  
as l i tt le as 1 0  seconds and ach i eve c l ose t o  1 1 0 m p h  f l at 
out .  B i l l  Ster l i n g  won the Mex ican Road R ace stock-car  
c l ass in  a Saratog a and was t h i rd overal l-beh i nd two 
Ferrar i s-in  1 95 1 . C h ryslers p laced h i g h  i n  NASCAR 
rac i n g ,  though they were ec l i psed in  1 952-54 by the re­
m arkab le H u d son  Hornets. B r i ggs  C u n n i n g h am beg an 
run n i ng h i s  outstan d i n g  C h rysler- powered sports cars 
in European road races. In 1 953,  he  d rove h i s  C-5R to 
t h i rd p l ace at Le M ans ,  averag i n g  1 04 . 1 4  mph ag a inst 
1 05 .85 mph for the w i n n i ng J ag uar C-Type. 

C h rysle r  eng i neers h ad bu i l t fou r  spec i al Hemi en­
g i nes for the 1 953 I n d i an apo l i s  500 , a l l  of wh ich devel­
o ped over  400 horsepower us i n g  H i l l born  fuel i nj ect ion .  
But  a d i sp lacement l i m i t  prevented them from reac h i n g  
thei r fu l l  potent ia l .  Then c ame t h e  C h rys ler  300 i n  1 955, 
del iver ing  300 bhp from i ts stock  Hem i .  The 300 dom i ­
n ated NASCAR events i n  1 955-56,  a n d  probably wou l d  
h ave done s o  for several more years h ad t h e  Auto M an­
u factu rers Assoc i at ion n ot ag reed to  de-em phas ize rac­
ing i n  1 957. 

The 300 was part of  V i rg i l  Exner 's  a l l -new 1 955 l i ne ,  
wh ich  ral l i ed C h rys ler  from a 1 00 ,OOO-u n i t  year in  1 954 
to 1 50 ,000,  and f i na l l y  bro u g ht styl i n g  u p  to par wi th 
performance.  Based on a long l i n e  of G h i a-bod ied Ex­
ner  show cars, the '55s were c l ean and agg ressive­
look i n g .  Thei r 1 956 successors were general l y  even 
better-someth i n g  rare for a face l i ft d u r i n g  the '50s. 
The modest ly  g r i l led ,  g racefu l ly f i n ned Forward Look 
cars of 1 957 were probab ly  Exner 's  des i g n  p i n n ac le,  
and that year's 300C was a breathtak i n g  m ac h i ne-big 
and powerfu l ,  yet safe and contro l l ab le .  I t  was avai l ab le  
as  a convert ib le  for the f i rst t ime .  

For 1 955-56 , there was a second two-door h ardtop in  
the  Windsor and New Yorker  l i nes cal l ed Nassau and 
st . Reg is ,  respect ively .  They were more conserv at ive ly 
two-toned and offered s l i g ht ly  better i nter iors.  There 
were si x- and n i ne- passenger  Town & Count ry stat ion 
wagons f rom 1 958 on . A h ast i l y  conce ived i tem i n  '56 ,  
the new fou r-door h ardtop sedan was espec ia l l y  pretty 
i n  i ts  1 957 form . 



Bu bble-top Le Comte show car,  1 954 

1955 Wi ndsor four-door sedan 

1955 New Yorker Deluxe convert ib le  

1955 300 h ardtop coupe 

The Saratog a retu rned for '57, and over 37,000 were 
sold that year. I t  ag ai n offered a performance p re­
m i u m-a 295-bhp version of the Hem i .  PowerFl ite two­
speed automat ic  transm i ss ion  had come a long i n  1 953, 
jo i ned by the th ree-speed TorqueF l i te in m id- '56 , one of 
the f i nest automat ics  ever b u i l t .  In 1 956, C hrys le r  auto­
m at ics adopted the famous (or  i n famous)  push button 
contro ls ,  mou nted i n  a h andy  pod to the left of the steer­
i n g  whee l .  

Wh i le t h e  1 957 styl i n g  was superb ,  C hrysle r ' s  r u s h  to 

Chrysler 

1956 300B h ardtop cou pe 

E xner's Dart show car by Gh ia,  1956 

1 957 Ch rys ler  300C convertible 

set the pace h ad a negat ive effect on  overal l q u al ity. 
Workmansh i p  was a lso hampered by a series of str i kes.  

No d i sc u ss ion  of  C h rysl e r  in the ' 50s is complete 
w ithout a ment ion of Tors ion-A i re r ide ,  offered from 
1 957 on . Torsion bars were n ot a new i dea-Packard 
h ad i ntrod uced an exce l le nt fou r-wheel  system i n  
1 955-but  Torsion-A i re  went a l o n g  way toward prov i n g  
b i g  Amer i can cars cou ld hand le  decent ly .  I n stead of 
sen d i n g  road shocks up i nto the car l i ke co i l o r  l eaf 
spr i n g s  d i d ,  tors ion  bars absorbed force by w i n d i n g  u p  
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ag ai nst thei r anchor po in ts. The resu l tant tw isti ng  mo­
tion e l i m i n ated most of the upward force caused by 
road i rreg u l ar i t ies .  U n l i ke Pac kard, C h rys ler  put tors ion 
bars on the front whee ls  on ly . I t 's  l i ke ly  they were used 
mai n ly to prov ide more eng i ne  compartment space 
rather th an to i m prove suspension geometry. Neverthe­
less, torsion bars must be reg arded as a major  step to­
ward better hand l i n g .  They were st i l l  used on Chrysler 
products i n to the '80s, an i nd i cat ion  of how wel l they 
worked . 

1957 Wi ndsor hardtop sedan 

'IV ., - '  .... 
� -��,---.. ... '.� r 

1957 New Yorker hardtop cou pe 

\=4 ,.....".----. 

1 958 300D hardtop coupe 

1959 New Yorker ha rdtop sedan 
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Partly as a resu l t  of buyer d i ssat isfact ion  wi th qua l i ty 
contro l ,  and part ly  because of a recess ion ,  1 958 was a 
terr i b le year for the d iv i s ion .  There was no major  styl i n g  
change  to enhan ce the l i ne 's  al l u re .  H i g her hopes were 
p i n ned on Exner 's  resty le fo r '59 . The resu lt  was less 
g racefu l ,  but the new soar i ng  tai l f i ns  seemed to solve 
the sales problem anyway. The " l ion-hearted" 1 959 
C h rysler scored c lose to 70,000 sales for the model 
year. 

A Windsor  convert ib le  was added in 1 958.  but other­
wise the '59 l i ne stayed the same:  Wi ndsors rode the 
1 22- inch  wheel base that h ad appeared the year before; 
other mode ls  kept the 1 26- i nc h  wheel base that h ad 
been used s i nce 1 955. The new wedge-head V8 wasn ' t  
as  powerfu l as  the  Hem i ,  but  i t  was much s i m pler  to 
b u i ld ,  and wou ld  survive for a long t ime .  

That year 's  300E h as been u n d u l y  c r i t i c i zed as a per­
form ance weak l i n g  compared to its Hem i-powered p re­
decessors,  but road tests do not bear t h i s  out .  It was 
j u st as q u i c k  as the 3000 before i t .  With 1 0 . 1 : 1  compres­
s ion ,  TorqueFl i te ,  and a 3 . 3 1 : 1  rear ax le  rat io ,  the E 
cou ld acce lerate from rest to 60 mph i n  less than 8 .5  
seconds ;  i n  1 7 . 5  seconds ,  i t  wou l d  be  do i n g  90 .  But  
product ion i n  1 959 was a record low for the  300 ser ies.  

D u r i n g  the '60s, Ch rys ler  advert i s i n g  had a str ident ,  
a lmost bel l i gerent tone, as the company repeated ly de­
c l ared there wou ld  n ever be a smal l C h rys ler. (Of 
cou rse there would be, when the t ime was r i gh t  and the 
government wou ld  al low l i tt le e l se . )  As r ival man ufac­
tu re rs were rush i n g  compacts i nto product ion ,  Ch rys ler  
cr ied out  i t  wou ld  do no  such th i n g .  Let Dodge and 
Plymouth d iv i s ions hand le  the compacts; C h rysl ers 
wou ld  always be the l arge,  b rawny,  l uxu r ious cars 
they'd trad i t iona l l y  been . And so they rem ai ned thro u g h  
t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  decade.  

The 1 960-61 C h rys lers were Exner' s  l ast out land i sh l y  
p lu med c reat ions .  I n  t he  vernac u l ar o f  the  sty l i st ,  they 
were c lean-u nc lu ttered by excess ch rome-and f i tted 
w i th lots of g l ass and ag gressive, i nverted trapezo id  
g ri l les .  Detai l i m provements fo r 1 960 i nc l uded fou r-way 
hazard f lashers and opt iona l  sw ivel  seats that p ivoted 
outward through  an automat ic  l atch release when a 
door was opened . 

The Saratoga h ad i ts l ast year i n  1 960 . The Windsor 
lasted thro u g h  1 961 , rep laced by the attract ive Newport 
that became C h rysler 's  vo l u me car i nto the ' 70s. New­
ports were compet i t ive ly pr iced at j ust u nder $3000 
th ro u g h  1 964 , a po in t  emphas ized i n  d i v i s ion adverti s­
i n g .  Sales soared , exceed i n g  1 25 ,000 u n its by 1 965 . 
The larger-en g i ne  models compr i sed s i x  var iet ies of 
the l uxury New Yorker ,  wh ich  so ld at a rate of about 
20,000 u n i ts a year.  I t  was pr iced j u st under  I mper i al ,  
and was competit ive w i th the l arger B u i cks .  

The  most exc i t i n g  of a l l  C hrys lers i n  1 960 was the  
s i xth ed i t ion o f  the " letter ser ies" l i ne ,  the  300F. I t  com­
b i ned racy styl i n g  wi th a road-hu g g i n g  suspens ion and 
an opt ional Pont-a-Mou sson fou r-speed gearbox. A set 
of ram- i nduct ion man i fo lds  boosted output of i ts 4 1 3-
c id  V8 to 375 bhp .  The 300F wou ld  do the stand i n g  



Turbo- F l ite gas turbine experimental , 1 961 

1961 New Yorker hardtop sedan 

q u arter- m i le in 1 6  seconds at 85 m p h .  It rode h ard , but  
cornered better than any other car of i ts s ize .  A h al f  
d oze n d i fferent ax le  rat ios cou ld be o rdered . (Us ing  the  
3 .03 rat io ,  spec i al tu n i n g ,  and some stream l i n i n g ,  Andy 
G ran ate l l i  came c lose to  1 90 mph for the f ly i n g - m i le. ) 
Offered as a h ardtop o r  convert i b le ,  the 300 F was n 't 
cheap,  but  i t  offered a l ot of performance for the money .  

The 1 960 mode l s  were s i g n i f icant  i n  that they were 
the f i rst C h rys lers wi th  u n i t body construct i on  i n stead 
of the trad i t iona l  body on frame attached w i th  f lex i b le  
mount i n g s .  S i n ce u n i t bod ies were he ld  together more 
by welds than by n uts an d bo l ts ,  they were not as prone 
to loose ness o r  ratt les ,  tho u g h  they were more suscep­
t i b le to rust .  

The 1 96 1  l i ne was most ly  a repeat of 1 960,  except for 
the advent of the Newport and the dem i se of  the Sara­
toga.  The Newport was equ i pped w i th  a smal ler  eng i ne ,  
and that year ' s  300G d i d  n o t  use t h e  F ' s  o pt io n al fou r­
speed French gearbo x .  The letter ser ies a lso returned 
to 1 5- i n c h  whee l s  for the fi rst t ime s i nce  1 956 . Two 
e n g i nes were offered w i th 375 and 400 bhp ,  both w ith 
ram- i nd u ct ion .  

M anagement c h anges dur i ng  1 96 1  h ad an  immed i ate 
effect on C h rys ler  prod ucts .  At the end of  J u ly ,  corpo­
rate pres ident  Lester Lum "Tex" Co l bert ret i red u n der 
f i re and tu rned over the pres idency to h is  c hosen suc­
cessor,  W i l l i am Newberg . But  Newberg q u i t after two 
months when he was fou n d  to h ave f i n an c i a l i n terests i n  
several o f  C h rys ler 's  supp l iers .  Lyn n A .  Townsend ,  for­
mer  adm i n i strat ive v i ce-p res ident ,  u l t i m ate ly repl aced 
Co l bert. I n  1 967 ,  Tow n send became bo ard cha i rman .  
C h rys ler 's  pres ident  from J an u ary 1 967 to J an u ary 1 970 
was V i rg i l  Boyd . 

Chrysler 

1 962 300 hardtop coupe 

1962 New Yorker hardtop sedan 

Th is  sh akeu p b rou g ht w i th  it a n ew sty l i n g  head .  Ex­
ner  departed after  shapi n g  the 1 962-64 mode ls .  H i s  re­
p l acement was E lwood Eng le ,  the former Ford desi g ner 
genera l l y  c red ited for the e l eg ant  1 96 1  L i n c o l n  Cont i ­
nenta l . As a resu l t ,  the m id - 1 960s were years of change 
for C h rys ler  styl i n g .  For 1 962 ,  the  d iv i s ion  f ie lded what 
Exner  ca l l ed the " p l u c ked ch icken " :  a repeat of the 
conservat ive '61  but without the f i ns .  The 1 963-64 mod­
els h ad w h at C h rys ler  ca l led "the c r isp ,  c lean c u stom 
l oo k . "  They were c h i se led ,  c hu n ky c ars ,  the l ast de­
s i g ned by Exner before he departed . For 1 965,  E n g l e  
u nve i l ed h i s  smooth , concave- si ded sty l i n g  w i t h  fen ­
ders edged i n  b r igh t  meta l , o n e  of  h i s  trademarks .  T h i s  
shape cont i n ued thro u g h  1 968, w h e n  En g le came u p  
w i th more rou nded,  l ess b u l ky " fuse lage" styl i n g  for 
'69 . 

For 1 962 ,  the Wi ndsor n ame was d ropped,  repl aced 
i n  the th ree-t ier  model  l i neup  by the " no n - l etter "  300s. 
These were sporty- l oo k i n g  cars h av i n g  fas h i o n ab le  fea­
tu res such as a cente r  conso le  and front  b uc ket se ats .  
Offered a,s h ardtops o r  convert i b l es,  they were q u i te 
pop u l ar .  

The New Yorker  rode a 1 26- i nch  whee l base in  '62 ; a l l  
other C h ryslers h ad a wheel base of  1 22 i nches .  For 
1 963-64, the shorter whee l base was adopted across the 
board , m ak i n g  New Yorker  the same general  s i ze as the 
l ess expensive mode l s .  Th i s  d id not h am per  New 
Yorker  sales,  wh ich  were stro n g  in both years. Two spe­
c i al models  in th i s  period were the 300 Pace Setter,  two­
door h ardtop and converti b le ;  and the New Yorker 
Sal o n ,  a fou r-door h ardtop sedan . The Pace Setter com­
memorated C h rys ler 's  se lect ion as pace c ar for the 
1 963 I n d i an apo l i s  500 ,  and was ident i f ied by crossed 
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checkered-f lag emblems and spec i al tr i m .  The Salon 
came wi th such standard l u x u ry accessor ies as ai r con­
d i t ion i n g ;  AM /FM rad i o ;  auto-p i lot ;  power brakes, 
steer i n g ,  seats, and w indows ; TorqueFl i te automat i c  
transm i ss ion ; co lor-keyed wheel  covers ; and v i ny l ­
covered roof .  Chrysl er stayed wi th the same bas ic  l i ne­
up i n  1 964 . 

The 1 963-64 300J and 300K (they sk i pped the letter 
" I "  to avo id  confus ion wi th the n u m ber " 1  " )  were b i g ,  
bu rl y  cars i n  the letter ser ies trad it ion ,  the J on ly  i n  

1 964 N ewport Town & Cou ntry hardtop wagon 

1 964 300 K convert i ble  

--

1 966 Newport hardtop sedan 

1 967 300 hardtop coupe 
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hardtop form .  Some 400 of the 300J s were bu i l t (an al l ­
t i me low ) ,  bu t  300K product ion (with the  convert i b le  now 
rei nstated ) was i n creased con s iderably .  The 1 965 300L 
was the l ast of the true letter ser i es cars . The 1 963-65 
letter ser ies 300s weren 't q u i te the potent  m ach i n es 
the i r  predecessors had been ,  but they d i d  have t i g ht 
suspens ions  and were the most roadable C h ryslers i n  
the l i neup .  The ser ies was d i scont i n ued after 1 965 be­
cause of low vo l u me ; Chrysler h ad successfu l l y at­
tracted a sporty-car c l iente le wi th its " non- letter" 300 . 

1 967 Newport Custom hardtop coupe 

1 968 Newport convert ib le  

1968 300 hardtop coupe 

-- -

1969 Town & Cou ntry Station wagon 



A l l  mode ls d i d  we l l  i n  1 965 and 1 966 . The d iv i s ion 
bu i l t ove r 1 25 ,000 Newports, near ly  30 ,000 300s, and a l ­
most 50,000 New Yorkers i n  '65 .  Sa les  were even better 
i n  '66 .  Prod u ct ion  of 300s near ly doub led ,  and Newport 
c l i m bed by 42,000 u n i ts .  

T h e  E n g l e  C h rys lers o f  1 965-69 were shorter than 
the i r  predecessors,  but  j u st as b i g  i ns ide .  Whee l base 
on al l models except wag o n s  was 1 24 i n ches, u p  two 
i nc hes from 1 964 . D u r i n g  the l ate 1 960s, the l i ne u p  
g rew.  T h e  Newport was jo i ned i n  ' 6 7  b y  a Newport C u s-

Concept 70X show car,  1969 

1 969 Newport Custom hardtop sedan 

1 970 Town & Country stat ion wagon 

1 970 New Yorker hardtop coupe 
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tom ,  pr iced about $200 h i g her .  Promoted as " a  g i ant 
step i n  l u x u ry, a t i ny  step i n  pr ice, " the C u stom com­
pr i sed two-door and fou r-door hardtops and a fou r-door 
sedan .  De l u xe i n ter iors were done in j acq u ard o r  tex­
tured v i n yl u pho lstery and featu red pu l l -down center 
arm rests .  The dash of a fu l l y equ i pped Newport C u stom 
h ad e i g ht tog g l e  sw itches,  three th u m bwheels ,  1 6  
push buttons ,  th ree s l i d i n g  l evers, and 1 2  other contro ls 
that, as C h rys ler  broc hu res proc l a i med , " put you i n  
ch arge of a l most every opt ion  i n  the boo k . "  I t  was the 
u l t imate in  g adgetry. V i ny l -covered l i ft hand les were 
used on the tru n k .  

C h rys ler  wagons  went thro u g h  m any c h an ges d u r i n g  
t h e  l ate '60s. The l u xu r ious  New Yo rker Town & Cou n­
try was dropped after  1 965 (very few u n its were so ld  th at 
year) .  D u r i n g  1 966-68 , wag o n s  c ar r ied the Newport 
n ame .  A l l -v i ny l  upho l stery was u sed i n stead of the 
c loth-and-v i ny l  in  Newport sed ans :  Stand ard featu res 
i nc l uded power steer i n g ,  power brakes,  and auto m at ic  
transm i ss i o n .  Wagons  a lso h ad a th ree- i n-one front 
seat that looked l i ke a convent iona l  ben c h .  Each  h al f  
cou ld  b e  adj u sted i nd iv i d u al l y, a n d  there was a rec l i n ­
i n g  seatback on  the passenger 's  s ide .  For 1 969 , the 
Tow n & Cou ntry retu rned as a separate ser ies in  i ts own 
r i g h t .  

M id -year spec i a l s  were t h e  foc u s  o f  the 1 968 spr i n g  
sel l i n g  season .  Sportsg ra in  s i m u l ated wood pane l i n g  
( l i ke that o f  the wagons )  was offered as a $ 1 26 opt ion 
for Newport h ardtops and convert i b les .  Newport Spe­
c i a l two-d oor and fou r-door h ardtops were avai l ab le  
w i th turq u o i se co lo r  schemes,  l ater extended to  the  300 
ser ies .  

After record ca lendar year prod u ct ion  in  1 968 , the fu­
sel age-sty led 1 969s d id a l most as wel l .  The '69s were 
hand some,  w i th  a com b i n at ion  b u m per/g r i l l e ,  c lean 
l i nes,  and s m o o t h  cont ours .  If not the most beaut i fu l 
C h rys lers of the decade, they were c l ose r iva ls  to the 
g ood- loo k i n g  '62s and '65s.  Whee l b ase rema i n ed at 
1 24 i n c hes.  Length  kept grow i n g ,  to a l most 225 i nc hes 
ove ral l w i th  width of near ly  80 i nches-about as b ig  as 
an Amer i can passenger  car wou ld  get .  

M i d-year 1 970 saw the f i rst Cordobas:  h ardtop 
coupes and hardtop sedans in the Newport l i ne ,  pa i nted 
g o l d  w i th spec i a l v i ny l  roof and bodys ide m o l d i n gs ,  
go ld  whee ls  and g r i l le ,  and  " Aztec Eag le"  upho lstery. 
New ports were n ow offered w i th the 440-c id  V8. A spe­
c i a l Newport 440 hardtop was l i sted , comp lete w i th 
Torq u e Fl i te,  v i ny l  roof, and spec i a l accessor ies.  

Another f l ashy prod u ct that year was the 300-H ,  for­
m a l l y  k nown as the 300-H u rst because of the f loor­
mounted s h i fter u sed for i ts automat ic  g earbox.  Per­
form ance o pt ions  were standard, i nc l u d i n g  spec i al 
road whee l s  and H 70 x 1 5  w h i te- letter  t i res,  the 440 en­
g i ne ,  and heavy-d uty su spen s ion .  A l l  t h i s  was set off by 
a g o l d-and-whi te pai n t  job ,  c u stom i zed h ood , rear deck 
spo i l er ,  spec ia l  g r i l l e  pai nt ,  p i nstr ip i n g ,  and a custom 
i n ter i or .  

Vast c h anges were ev ident in  corpo rate adm i n i stra­
t ion  by 1 969-70 . Q u al i ty contro l  h ad become an end  i n  
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i tse l f for the f i rst t ime in h i story, as en g i neers stru g g l ed 
to co rrect the f i rm 's  reputat ion for poor body d u rabi l i ty .  
The old centra l ized structu re had been decent ral i zed 
un der Col bert .  Townsend recentral i zed i t ,  but reta i ned 

Chrysler  Specif icat ions  
1 940 

-- -

Series C-25 (wb 1 22.5 ;  SP-1 39.5) Wght Price Prod 
- --

Royal sdn 4d 3, 1 75 995 23,274 
Windsor sdn 4d 3 ,2 1 0  1 ,025 28,477 
Royal sdn 2d 3 , 1 50 960 9,851 Windsor sdn 2d 3, 1 75 995 
Royal bus cpe 3,075 895 5 , 1 1 7  Windsor bus cpe 3,095 935 
Royal cpe 3 , 1 1 0  960 
Windsor cpe 3, 1 35 995 4 ,3 1 5  
Windsor High lander cpe 3, 1 35 1 ,020 
Windsor conv cpe 3,360 1 , 1 60 2,275 
Windsor Highlander conv cpe 3,360 1 , 1 85 
Royal sdn 4d, 8P 3,550 1 ,235 439 Windsor sdn 4d, 8P 3,575 1 ,275 
Royal l imo 3,640 1 ,3 1  98 Windsor l imo 3,660 1 ,350 
chassis 1 52 

Series C-26 (wb 1 2S.5) 

Traveler sdn 4d 3,590 1 , 1 80 
New Yorker sdn 4d 3,635 1 ,260 - 1 4 ,603 
Saratoga sdn 4d 3, 790 1 ,375 
Traveler cpe 3,525 1 , 1 50 
New Yorker cpe 3, 570 1 ,230 1 , 1 1 7  
New Yorker Highlander cpe 3,570 1 ,255 
Traveler bus cpe 3,475 1 ,095 73 1 New Yorker bus cpe 3,490 1 , 1 75 
Traveler sdn 2d 3,555 1 , 1 50 
New Yorker sdn 2d 3 ,61 0 1 ,230 -- 275 
New Yorker conv cpe 3,775 1 ,375 
New Yorker Hlghlndr conv cpe 3,775 1 ,400 845 

-

Series C-27 Crown Imperial (wb 1 45.5) 

sdn 4d 4,340 2 ,245 355 
sdn 4d, 8P 4,330 2,345 284 
I lmo, 8P 4,365 2,445 2 1 0  
chassis 1 

1 940 engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 24 1 .5 3.38 , 4.50 1 08 S-Royal ,  Windsor 
L8, 323.5 3.25 , 4.88 1 35 S-Traveler, NY, Saratoga 
L8, 323.5 3.25 4.88 1 43 S-Crown Imperial 
1 94 1  
Series C-2SS Royal (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  SP-1 39.5) Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 3,300 1 ,09 1 51 ,378 
club cpe 3.260 1 ,085 1 0 ,830 
luxury brougham 2d 3,270 1 ,066 8,006 
bus cpe 3, 1 70 995 6,846 
town sdn 4d 3,320 1 , 1 36 1 ,277 
sdn 4d, 8P 3,650 1 ,345 297 
l imo 8P 3,695 1 ,4 1 5  3 1  
chaSSIS 3 

1 1 0 

some d iv i s iona l  i dent i ty between Ch rys l er-P lymouth 
and Dod ge .  St i l l ,  the C h rys ler  marque wou ld face tou g h  
s ledd i n g  i n  the 1 970s, part ly becau se of  i ts dec i s ion  not 
to produce a smal ler  car  u n t i l  the very last m i n ute. 

C-2SW Windsor (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  SP-1 39.5) Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 3,300 1 , 1 65 36,396 
club cpe 3,260 1 , 1 42 8 ,513  
conv cpe 3 ,470 1 ,3 1 5  4,432 
luxury brougham 2d 3,270 1 , 1 28 2 ,898 
town sdn 4d 3, 3 1 5  1 , 1 98 2 ,704 
bus cpe 3, 1 70 1 ,045 1 ,921 
Town & Country wgn 4d, 9P 3,595 1 ,492 799 
Town & Country wgn 4d , 6P 3,540 1 ,4 1 2 200 
sdn 4d, 8P 3 ,575 1 ,4 1 0  1 1 6 
l imo, 8P 3,660 1 ,487 54 

C-30K/30N (wb 1 27.5) 

Saratoga sdn 4d 3,755 1 ,320 
New Yorker sdn 4d 3,775 1 ,389 1 5,86S 

Saratoga club cpe 3,685 1 ,299 2,845 New Yorker club cpe 3 ,690 1 ,369 
Saratoga town sdn 4d 3,750 1 ,350 2,326 New Yorker town sdn 4d 3,785 1 ,399 
Saratoga bus cpe 3,600 1 ,245 771 New Yorker bus cpe 3,635 1 ,325 
Saratoga lUXUry brougham 2d 3 ,71 5 1 ,293 
New Yorker lUXUry brougham 2d 3,745 1 ,369 293 
New Yorker conv cpe 3,945 1 ,548 1 ,295 
Town & Country wgn 4d exp proto 1 
chassis 9 

C-33 Crown Imperial (wb 1 45.5) 

sdn 4d 4,435 2 ,595 1 79 
sdn 4d, 8P 4,495 2,696 205 
l imo 8P 4,560 2,795 3 1 6  
special town sdn 4d" 3,900 1 ,760 , 894 
chassis 1 

' C-30 body and chassis, C-33 engine and nameplates. 
1 941  Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 241 .5 3.38 x 4.50 1 1 2 S-Royal, Windsor 
L8, 323.5 3.25 x 4.88 1 37 S-Saratoga, NY 
L8, 323.5 3.25 4.88 1 43 S-Crown Imperial 

1 942 
Series C-34S Royal (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  SP·1 39.5) Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3,331 1 ,075 479 
club cpe 3,406 1 , 1 68 779 
brougham 2d 3,43 1  1 , 1 54 709 
sdn 4d 3,476 1 , 1 77 7,424 
town sdn 4d 3,48 1 1 ,222 73 
sdn 4d, 8P 3,854 1 ,535 79 
l imo 8P 3,895 1 ,605 2 1 

C-34W Windsor (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  SP-1 39.5) 

bus cpe 3,35 1 1 , 1 40 250 
club cpe 3,426 1 ,228 1 ,7 13  
conv cpe 3,66 1 1 ,420 574 
brougham 2d 3 ,44 1 1 ,220 3 1 7  



Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 3,496 1 ,255 1 0 ,054 
town sdn, 4d 3 ,506 1 ,295 479 
Town & Country wgn 4d , 6P 3,6 1 4  1 ,595 1 50 
Town & Country wgn 4d, 9P 3,699 1 ,685 849 
sdn 4d, 8P  3,879 1 ,605 29 
l imo 8P 3,900 1 ,685 1 2  

�-36K Saratoga (wb 1 27.5) 

bus cpe 3 ,703 1 ,325 80 
club cpe 3 ,788 1 ,380 1 93 
brougham 2d 3,798 1 ,365 36 
sdn 4d 3,833 1 ,405 1 ,239 
town sdn 4d 3,843 1 ,450 46 
chassis 2 

C-36N New Yorker (wb 1 27.5) 

bus cpe 3 ,728 1 ,385 1 58 
club cpe 3,783 1 ,450 1 ,234 
conv cpe 4,033 1 ,640 40 1 
brougham 2d 3 ,798 1 ,440 62 
Town & Country wgn 4d, 9P  proto 1 
sdn 4d 3,873 1 ,475 7,045 
town sdn 4d 3,893 1 ,520 1 ,648 

C-33 Crown Imperial (wb 1 45.5) 

sdn 4d 4,565 2 ,81 5 81  
sdn 4d ,  8P  4,620 2 ,9 1 5 1 52 
l imo 8P 4,685 3,065 2 1 5  
chassis 2 

1 942 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 250.6 3.44 x 4.50 1 20 S-Royal, Windsor 
L8, 323.5 3.25 x 4.88 1 40 S-others 

1 946 
Series C-38S Royal (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  8P-1 39.5)" Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 3,523 1 ,561 
sdn 2d 3,458 1 ,526 
club cpe 3 ,443 1 , 551 
bus cpe 3,373 1 ,431 
sdn 4d, 8P  3,997 1 ,943 
l imo 8P 4 ,022 2 ,063 
chassis 

C-38W Windsor (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  8P-1 39.5)" 

sdn 4d 3,528 1 ,6 1 1 
sdn 2d 3 ,468 1 , 59 1 
club cpe 3,448 1 ,601 
bus cpe 3 ,383 1 ,481 
conv cpe 3,693 1 ,86 1 
sdn 4d, 8P 3 ,977 1 ,993 
I imo 8P 4,052 2 , 1 1 3 
Traveler sdn 4d 3,6 1 0  1 ,746 

C-39K Saratoga (wb 1 27.5)' 

sdn 4d 3,972 1 ,863 
sdn 2d 3,932 1 ,838 
club cpe 3,892 1 ,848 
bus cpe 3,8 1 7  1 ,753 

C-39N New Yorker (wb 1 27.5)" 

sdn 4d 3,973 1 ,963 
sdn 2d 3,932 1 ,938 
club cpe 3,897 1 ,948 
bus cpe 3,837 1 ,853 
conv cpe 4, 1 32 2 , 1 93 
chassis 

C-38/39 Town & Country (wb 1 21 .5 ;  L8-1 27.5)" 

sdn 4d, L6 3,9 1 7  2,366 4,049 
brougham 2d, L6 proto 1 

conv cpe, L6 
sdn 4d , L8 
conv cpe, L8 
htp cpe, L8 

C-40 Crown Imperial (wb 1 45.5)'  

l imo 8P 
1 946 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 250.6 3.44 x4 .50 1 1 4 
L8, 323 . 5  3.25 x4 .88 1 35 

1 947 
Series C-38S Royal (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  8P-1 39.5)* 

sdn 4d 
sdn 2d 
club cpe 
bus cpe 
sdn 4d, 8P  
l imo 8P 

- -- --

C-38W Windsor (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  8P-1 39.5)" 

Chrysler 

Wght Price Prod 

proto 1 
4 ,300 2 ,7 1 8  1 00 
4 ,332 2 ,743 2 , 1 24 

proto 7 

4,8 1 4  3 ,875 
availabil ity 

S-Royal , Windsor, T&C SIX 
S-others 

Wght Price Prod 

3,523 1 ,661 
3 ,458 1 ,626 
3,443 1 ,651  
3 ,373 1 ,561 
3 ,997 2 ,043 
4,022 2 , 1 63 

-- - --- -

sdn 4d 3,528 1 ,7 1 1 
Traveler sdn 4d 3 ,6 1 0  1 ,846 
sdn 2d 3 ,468 1 ,691 
club cpe 3,448 1 ,701 
bus cpe 3,383 1 ,6 1 1 
conv cpe 3,693 2 ,075 
sdn 4d, 8P  3,977 2 ,093 
l imo 8P 4,052 2 ,2 1 3  

C-39K Saratoga (wb 1 27.5)" 
- --

sdn 4d 3 ,972 1 ,973 
sdn 2d 3,900 1 ,948 
club cpe 3,930 1 ,958 
bus cpe 3,8 1 7 1 ,873 

C-39N New Yorker (wb 1 27.5)" 

sdn 4d 3,987 2 ,073 
sdn 2d 3,932 2 ,048 
club cpe 3,940 2 ,058 
bus cpe 3,837 1 ,973 
conv cpe 4 , 1 32 2 ,447 

C-38/39 Town & Country (wb 1 21 .5 ;  L8-1 27.5) 

sdn 4d, L6 3,955 2 ,7 1 3 2 ,751  
conv cpe, L8 4,332 2 ,998 3, 1 36 

-

C-40 C rown Imperial (wb 1 45.5)* 

sdn 4d, 8P  4 ,865 4,205 
l imo 8P 4,875 4 ,305 

1 947 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 250.6 3 .44 4 . 50 1 1 4 S-Royal ,  Windsor, T&C SIX 
L8, 323 . 5  3 .25 x 4 .88 1 35 S-others 

1 948-1 949 F i rst Series 
Series C-38S Royal (wb 1 21 .5 ;  8P-1 39.5)' Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 3,523 1 ,955 
sdn 2d 3 ,485 1 ,908 
club cpe 3,475 1 ,934 
bus cpe 3,395 1 ,8 1 9  
sdn 4d, 8 P  3,925 2 ,380 
l imo 8P 4 ,022 2 ,506 

C-38W Windsor (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  8P-1 39.5r 

sdn 4d 3,528 2,02 1 
Traveler sdn 4d 3,6 1 0  2 , 1 63 
sdn 2d 3 ,51 0 1 ,989 

1 1 1  



Chrysler 

Wght Price 

club cpe 3,475 2,000 
bus cpe 3,395 1 ,884 
conv cpe 3,693 2 ,4 1 4  
sdn 4d, 8P 3,935 2,434 
l imo 8P 4,035 2,561 

C-39K Saratoga (wb 1 27.5)* 

sdn 4d 3,972 2,291 
sdn 2d 3 ,900 2,254 
club cpe 3,930 2,265 
bus cpe 3,8 1 7  2 , 1 65 

C-39N New Yorker (wb 1 27.5)* 

sdn 4d 3,987 2,41 1 
sdn 2d 3,932 2,374 
club cpe 3,940 2,385 
bus cpe 3,837 2,285 
conv cpe 4 , 1 32 2,81 5 

C-3S/39 Town & Country (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  LS- 1 27.5) 

sdn 4d, L6 
conv cpe, L8 

C-40 Crown Imperial (wb 1 45.5)* 

sdn 4d, 8P 
I imo 8P 

1 945 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

3,955 2,860 
4,332 3,395 

4 ,865 4,662 
4,875 4,767 

avai labi l ity 

Prod 

1 , 1 75 
3,309 

L6, 250.6 3 .44 x 4.50 
L8, 323 .5 3 .25 x 4 .88 

1 1 4 
1 35 

S-Royal , Windsor, T&C six 
Soothers 

Note : F irst Series 1 949 models sold December 1 948 through March 1 949 
identical in weight and price to 1 948 models and comprised about 1 5% of 
total production. 

* Factory combined production figures for 1 946 through 1 949 first series 
and breakdowns are not available from Chrysler archives. However, since 
the Town & Country f igures have been obtained (by historian Donald Narus) , 
it is very l ikely that breakdowns exist for other models. 

Combi ned 1 946- 1 949 Fi rst Series Prod uction : 
C-3SS Royal (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  SP-1 39.5) 

sdn 4d 
sdn 2d 
club cpe 
bus cpe 
sdn 4d, 8P 
l imo 8P 
chassis 

C-3SW Windsor (wb 1 21 .5 ;  SP-1 39.5) 

sdn 4d 
Traveler sdn 4d 
sdn 2d 
club cpe 
bus cpe 
conv cpe 
sdn 4d , 8P 
l im0 8P 

C-39K Saratoga (wb 1 27.5) 

sdn 4d 
sdn 2d 
club cpe 
bus cpe 

C-39N New Yorker (wb 1 27.5) 

1 1 2  

sdn 4d 
sdn 2d 
club cpe 
bus cpe 

Prod 

24,279 
1 , 1 1 7  
4,3 1 8  
1 ,221 

626 
1 69 

1 

1 61 , 1 39 
4 , 1 82 
4,034 

26,482 
1 ,980 

1 1 ,200 
4,390 
1 ,496 

4,61 1 
1 55 
765 

74 

52,036 
545 

1 0,735 
701 

Prod 

conv cpe 3,000 
chassis 2 

C-3S/39 Town & Country (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  LS-1 27.5) 

sdn 4d, L6 7,975 
brougham 2d, L6 (proto) 1 
conv cpe, L6 (proto) 1 
sdn 4d, L8 1 00 
conv cpe, L8 8,569 
htp cpe, L8 (proto) 7 

C-40 Crown Imperial (wb 1 45.5) 

sdn 4d, 8P 750 
l imo 8P 650 

1 949 Second Series 
C-45-1 Royal (wb 1 25.5;  SP-1 39.5) Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 3,550 2 , 1 34 1 3, 1 92 
club cpe 3,495 2 , 1 1 4  4,849 
wgn 4d , 9P 4,060 3 , 1 21 850 
sdn 4d, 8P 4,200 2,823 1 85 

C-45-2 Windsor (wb 1 25.5;  SP-1 39.5) 

sdn 4d 3,68 1  2 ,329 55,879 
club cpe 3,63 1 2,308 1 7,732 
conv cpe 3,845 2,741 3,234 
sdn 4d, 8P 4,290 3,01 7 373 
l im0 8P 4,430 3, 1 44 73 

C-46-1 Saratoga (wb 1 31 .5) 

sdn 4d 4, 1 03 3 ,6 1 0  1 ,8 1 0  
club cpe 4,037 2,585 465 

C-46-2 New Yorker (wb 1 31 .5) 

sdn 4d 4 , 1 1 3  2 ,726 1 8,799 
club cpe 4,048 2,700 4,524 
conv cpe 4,277 3,206 1 , 1 37 
chassis 1 

C-46-2 Town & Country (wb 1 31 .5) 

conv cpe 4,630 3,970 1 ,000 
C-46-2 Imperial (wb 1 31 .5) 

sdn 4d 4,300 4,665 50 
C-47 Crown Imperial (wb 1 45.5) 

sdn 4d, 8P 5,250 5,229 40 
l im0 8P 5,295 5,334 45 

1 949 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 250.6 3 .44 x 4 .50 1 1 6  S-Royal, Windsor 
L8, 323 . 5  3 .25 x 4.88 1 35 Soothers 

1 950 
C-4S-1 Royal (wb 1 25.5;  SP-1 39.5) 

sdn 4d 3,6 1 0  2 , 1 34 1 7,71 3 
club cpe 3,540 2 , 1 1 4  5,900 
Town & Country wgn 4d, wood 4,055 3, 1 63 599 
Town & Country wgn 4d, steel 3 ,964 2,735 1 00 
sdn 4d, 8P 4, 1 90 2,855 375 

C-4S-2 Windsor (wb 1 25.5;  SP-1 39.5) 

sdn 4d 3 ,765 2,329 78, 1 99 
Traveler sdn 4d 3,830 2,560 900 
club cpe 3,670 2,308 20,050 
Newport htp cpe 3,875 2,637 9,925 
conv cpe 3,905 2,741 2,201 
sdn 4d, 8P 4,295 3,050 763 
l imo 8P 4,400 3, 1 76 1 74 
chassis 1 



Chrysler 

C-49-1 Saratoga (wb 1 31 .5) Wght Price Prod 1 952 
sdn 4d 4, 1 70 2 ,642 1 ,000 C-51 W Windsor (wb 1 25.5 ;  8P-1 39.5) Wght Price Prod 
club cpe 4 , 1 1 0 2 ,61 6 300 sdn 4d 3,640 2 ,498 5,961 • 

C-49-2 New Yorker (wb 1 3 1 .5) club cpe 3 ,550 2,475 2 ,492' 
sdn 4d 4, 1 90 2 ,758 22,633 Town & Country wgn 4d 4,0 1 5  3,200 728* 
club cpe 4 , 1 1 0  2 ,732 3 ,000 sdn 4d, 8P 4, 1 45 3,342 234' 
Newport htp cpe 4,370 3 , 1 33 2,800 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,775 2 ,727 27,940' 
conv cpe 4 ,360 3,232 899 Deluxe Newport htp cpe 3,855 3,087 3,774' 
wgn 4d , wood proto 1 Deluxe conv cpe 3,990 3 ,2 1 0  1 , 554' 
chassis 2 C-55 Saratoga (wb 1 25.5 ;  8P-1 39.5) 

C-49-2 Town & Country (wb 1 3 1 .5) sdn 4d 4,0 1 0 3 ,2 1 5  1 3, 1 41 ' 
Newport htp cpe 4,670 4,003 700 club cpe 3,935 3, 1 87 3 , 1 45' 

Town & Country wgn 4d, 8P 4,345 3,925 48 1 *  
C-49-2 Imperial (wb 1 31 .5) sdn 4d , 8P 4,5 1 0  4, 1 72 68* 

sdn 4d 4 ,245 3,055 9,500 C-52 New Yorker (wb 1 3 1 .5) 
Deluxe sdn 4d 4 ,250 3 , 1 76 1 , 1 50 sdn 4d 4,205 3 ,530 1 4 ,954* 

C-50 Crown Imperial (wb 1 45.5) Newport htp cpe 4 ,325 3,969 2 , 1 46' 
sdn 4d, 8P  5 ,235 5,229 209 conv cpe 4,450 4,093 8 1 4' 
l imo 8P 5,305 5,334 205 C-54 Imperial (wb 1 31 .5) 
chassis sdn 4d 4,3 1 5  3,839 8,033' 

1 950 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity club cpe 4,220 3,826 1 ,30r 
L6, 250 . 6  3 .44 x 4 .50 1 1 6 S-Roya l ,  Windsor Newport htp cpe 4 ,365 4,224 440* 
L8, 323 . 5  3 .25 x 4 . 88 1 35 S-others C-53 Crown Imperial (wb 1 45.5) 

1 95 1  sdn 4d, 8 P  5,395 6,872 1 33' 
C-5 1 W  Windsor (wb 1 25.5 ;  8P-1 39.5) Wght Price Prod l imo 8 P  5,430 6 ,994 1 25' 

sdn 4d 3,527 2 ,390 1 0, 1 5 1 ' 1 952 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

club cpe 3,570 2 ,368 4,243' L6 , 264 .5  3 . 44 x 4.75 1 1 9 S-Windsor 
Town & Country wgn 4d 3,965 3,063 1 ,239* V8, 331 . 1  3 .8 1  x 3 .63 1 80 S-others 
sdn 4d, 8P 4, 1 45 3 , 1 97 399' 

• As with other corporate makes, Chrysler combined model year production ambulance (sp. order) 1 53 
Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,775 2 ,608 47,573' for 1 95 1 -52 . However, production f igures are known for several 1 95 1 -only 
Deluxe Traveler sdn 4d 3,890 2 ,867 850 body styles, making production estimates of remaining body styles (span-
Deluxe club cpe 3,700 2 ,585 8,365 n ing both years) more accurate. In the above cases n, estimates are based 
Deluxe Newport htp cpe 3,855 2 ,953 6 ,426' on the known percentages of the two-year run :  63% in 1 951 and 37% in 1 952. 
Deluxe conv cpe 3,945 3,071 2 ,646' 1 953 
Deluxe sdn 4d ,  8P  4 ,295 3,4 1 6  720 

C-60-1 Windsor (wb 1 25.5;  8P-1 39.5) Deluxe l imo 8P 4,4 1 5 3,557 1 52 Wght Price Prod 

C-55 Saratoga (wb 1 25.5 ;  8P-1 39.5) sdn 4d 3,660 2 ,462 1 8,879 
club cpe 3,600 2 ,442 1 1 ,646 

sdn 4d 4,0 1 8 3,0 1 6 22,375' Town & Country wgn 4d 3,960 3,259 1 ,242 
club cpe 3,948 2 ,989 5 ,355' sdn 4d , 8P 4 , 1 70 3,403 425 
Newport htp cpe proto 1 

C-60-2 Windsor Deluxe (wb 1 25.5) Town & Country wgn 4d 4,31 0 3 ,68 1  8 1 8' 
sdn 4d, 8P  4,465 3,9 1 2  1 1 5' sdn 4d 3,775 2,691 45 ,385 
ambulance (sp. order) Newport htp cpe 3 ,775 2,995 5 ,642 

C-52 New Yorker (wb 1 3 1 .5) conv cpe 4 ,005 3,2 1 7 1 ,250 

sdn 4d 4,260 3 ,378 25,461 • 
C-56-1 New Yorker (wb 1 25 .5 ;  8P-1 39.5) 

club cpe 4, 1 45 3 ,348 3,533 sdn 4d 4 ,005 3, 1 50 37 ,540 
Newport htp cpe 4,330 3 ,798 3,654' club cpe 3,925 3, 1 2 1  7,749 
conv cpe 4,460 3,91 6 1 ,386' Newport htp cpe 4,020 3,487 2 ,525 
Town & Country wgn 4d (4 C51 s) 4,455 4,026 251 Town & Country wgn 4d 4 ,265 3,898 1 ,399 
chassis 1 sdn 4d, 8P 4 ,5 1 0  4,334 1 00 

C-54 Imperial (wb 1 31 .5) C-56-2 New Yorker Deluxe (wb 1 25.5) 

sdn 4d 4 ,350 3,674 1 3 ,678' sdn 4d 4,025 . 3 ,293 20, 585 
club cpe 4,230 3,66 1  2,226' club cpe 3,925 3,264 1 ,934 
Newport htp cpe 4,380 4,042 749' Newport htp cpe 4,025 3,653 3,7 1 5  
conv cpe 4 ,570 4 ,402 650 conv cpe 4,295 3,945 950 

C-53 Crown Imperial (wb 1 45.5) chassis 2 1  

sdn 4d, 8P  5 ,360 6,573 227" C-58 Custom Imperial (wb 1 33.5 ;  htp cpe-1 31 .5) 

I imo 8P 5,450 6,690 2 1 3' sdn 4d 4,305 4,225 7 ,793 
chassis 2 town l imo 6P . 4,525 4 ,762 243 

1 95 1  Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi I ity Newport htp cpe 4,290 4,525 823 

L6, 250.6 3 .44 x 4 .50 1 1 6 S-Windsor C-59 Crown Imperial (wb 1 45.5) 

V8, 331 . 1  3 .81 x 3.63 1 80 S-others sdn 4d, 8P  5,235 6,872 48 

1 1 3 



Chrysler 

Wght Price Prod 1 956 
I Imo 8P 5,275 6,994 1 1 1  C-71 Windsor (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 
chassIs 1 sdn 4d 3,900 2 ,870 53 , 1 1 9  

1 953 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity Newport htp sdn 3,990 3, 1 28 7,050 
L6, 264 .5  3 .44 . 4 75 1 1 9 S-Windsor Nassau htp cpe 3,9 1 0  2 ,905 1 1 ,400 
V8, 331 1 3 8 1 , 3.63 1 80 S-others Newport htp cpe 3,920 3,04 1  1 0,800 

conv cpe 4, 1 00 3,336 1 ,0 1 1 

1 954 
Town & Country wgn 4d 4 ,290 3 ,598 2 ,700 

C-62 Windsor Del (wb 1 25 .5 ;  8P- 1 39.5) Wght Price Prod 
C-72 New Yorker (wb 1 26.0) 

-- - sdn 4d 4 , 1 1 0  3 ,779 24,749 
sdn 4d 3 ,655 2 ,562 33,563 Newport htp sdn 4,220 4 , 1 02 3 ,599 
club cpe 3 ,565 2 ,54 1  5,659 Newport htp cpe 4, 1 75 3 ,951 4 , 1 1 5  
Newport htp cpe 3,685 2 ,83 1 3,655 SI .  Regis htp cpe 4, 1 75 3 ,995 6,686 
conv cpe 3 ,9 1 5  3,046 500 conv cpe 4 ,360 4,243 921 
Town & Country wgn 4d 3 ,955 3,32 1  650 Town & Country wgn 4d 4,460 4 ,523 1 ,070 
sdn 4d, 8P 4 , 1 85 3,492 500 

-- C-72 3008 (wb 1 26.0) 
C-63-1 New Yorker (wb 1 25.5 ;  8P-1 39.5) 

htp cpe 4, 1 45 4 ,41 9 1 , 1 02 
sdn 4d 3,970 3 ,229 1 5 ,788 
club cpe 3 ,9 1 0  3 ,202 2 ,079 1 956 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

Newport htp cpe 4 ,005 3,503 1 ,3 1 2  V8, 331 . 1  3 .81  x 3 .63 225 S-Windsor 
Town & Country wgn 4d 4,245 4,024 1 , 1 00 V8, 331 . 1  3 .81  x 3.63 250 a-Windsor 
sdn 4d, 8P 4 ,450 4,368 1 40 V8, 354.0 3.94 x 3.63 280 S-NY 

C-63-2 New Yorker Deluxe (wb 1 25.5) V8, 354.0 3.94 x 3 .63 340 S-300B 
V8, 354.0 3.94 x 3.63 355 0-300B 

sdn 4d 4,065 3,433 26,907 
club cpe 4,005 3,406 1 ,86 1 
Newport htp cpe 4 ,095 3, 707 4 ,8 1 4  1 957 
conv cpe 4,265 3 ,938 724 
chaSSIS 1 7  C-75-1 Windsor (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 

C-64 Custom Imperial (wb 1 33.5) sdn 4d 3 ,995 3,088 1 7,639 

sdn 4d 4,355 4,260 
htp sdn 4,030 3 ,2 1 7  1 4,354 

4,324 htp cpe 3,925 3 , 1 53 1 4 ,027 town l imo 6P 4 ,465 4 ,797 83 Town & Country wgn 4d 4,2 1 0  3 ,575 2,035 special town l imo 6P 4,475 2 
Newport htp cpe 4,345 4,560 1 ,249 C-75-2 Saratoga (wb 1 26.0) 

conv cpe proto 1 sdn 4d 4 , 1 65 3 ,71 8 1 4,977 
chassis 2 htp sdn 4 , 1 95 3,832 1 1 ,586 

C-66 Crown Imperial (wb 1 45.5) htp cpe 4,075 3 ,754 1 0,633 
sdn 4d, 8P 5,220 6,922 23 C-76 New Yorker (wb 1 26.0) 

l imo 8P 5,295 7,044 77 sdn 4d 4 ,31 5 4 , 1 73 1 2 ,369 
1 954 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity htp sdn 4,330 4 ,259 1 0,948 
L6, 264 .5  3.44 x 4 .75 1 1 9 S-Windsor Deluxe 

htp cpe 4,220 4,202 8,863 
conv cpe 4,365 4,638 1 ,049 V8, 33 1 . 1  3 .8 1  x 3.63 1 95 S-NY Town & Country wgn 4d 4 ,490 4 ,746 1 ,391 V8, 331 . 1  3 .8 1  x 3.63 235 S-others 

C-76 300C (wb 1 26.0) 

1 955 htp cpe 4,235 4,929 1 ,9 1 8  
C-67 Windsor Del uxe (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod conv cpe 4,390 5 ,359 484 

sdn 4d 3,925 2,660 63,896 1 957 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

Nassau htp cpe 3 ,930 "2,703 1 8 ,474 V8, 354 .0 3 .94 x 3.63 285 S-Windsor 
Newport htp cpe 3,925 2 ,8 1 8  1 3 , 1 26 V8, 354 .0 3 .94 x 3.63 295 S-Saratoga 
conv cpe 4 ,075 3,090 1 ,395 V8, 392.0 4 .00 x 3 .90 325 S-NY 
Town & Country wgn 4d 4,295 3,332 1 ,983 V8, 392 .0 4 .00 x 3 .90 375 S-300C 

C-68 New Yorker Deluxe (wb 1 26.0) V8, 392.0 4 .00 x 3.90 390 0-300C 

sdn 4d 4 , 1 60 3,494 33 ,342 
Newport htp cpe 4, 1 40 3,652 5,777 1 958 
SI. Regis htp cpe 4, 1 25 3,690 1 1 ,076 LC-1 -L Windsor (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod conv cpe 4,285 3,924 946 
Town & Country wgn 4d 4,430 4 ,209 1 ,036 sdn 4d 3,895 3 , 1 29 1 2,861 
chassis 1 htp sdn 3,91 5 3 ,279 6,254 

C-68 300 (wb 1 26.0) htp cpe 3,860 3,2 1 4  6,205 
Town & Country wgn 4d, 9P 4,245 3,803 862 

htp cpe 4,005 4 , 1 1 0  1 ,725 Town & Country wgn 4d, 6P 4, 1 55 3,6 1 6 79 1 
1 955 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity conv cpe 2 

V8, 30 1 .0 3.63 x 3 .63 1 88 S-Windsor Deluxe LC-2-M Saratoga (wb 1 26.0)" 

V8, 33 1 . 1 3 .81  x 3.63 250 S-NY Deluxe sdn 4d 4, 1 20 3,81 8 8,698 
V8, 331 . 1  3 .81  x 3.63 300 S-300 htp sdn 4 , 1 45 3 ,955 5,322 

1 1 4 



htp cpe 
LC-3-H New Yorker (wb 1 26.0) 

sdn 4d 
htp sdn 
htp cpe 
conv cpe 
Town & Country wgn 4d, 9P 
Town & Country wgn 4d, 6P 

LC-3-S 300D (wb 1 26.0) 

htp cpe 
conv cpe 

1 958 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 354.0 3 .94 x 3 .63 290 
VB, 354.0 3 .94 x 3 .63 3 1 0  
VB, 392 .0  4 .00 x 3 . 90 345 
VB, 392 .0 4 .00 x 3 .90 380 
V8, 392.0 4 .00 x 3 .90 390 

1 959 
MC- 1 -L Windsor (wb 1 22.0)  

5 1 2  htp cpe 
5 1 3  sdn 4d 
5 1 4  htp sdn 
5 1 5 conv cpe 
576 Town & Country wgn 4d, 6P 
577 Town & Country wgn 4d , 9P 
MC-2-M Saratoga (wb 1 26.0) 

532 htp cpe 
533 sdn 4d 
534 htp sdn 
MC-3-H New Yorker (wb 1 26.0) 

552 htp cpe 
553 sdn 4d 
554 htp sdn 
555 conv cpe 
578 Town & Country wgn 6P 
579 Town & Country wgn 9P 

chassis 
MC-3-H 300E (wb 1 26.0) 

592 htp cpe 
595 conv cpe 
1 959 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

VB, 3B3 .0 4 .03 x 3.75 305 
V8, 3B3 .0  4 .03 x 3 .75 325 
VB, 4 1 3 .0 4 . 1 8 x 3 . 75 350 
VB, 4 1 3 .0  4 . 1 B x 3 . 75 380 

1 960 
PC-1 -L Windsor (wb 1 22.0)  

23 htp  cpe 
2 7  conv cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
43 htp sdn 
46 Town & Country wgn 4d, 6P 
46 Town & Country wgn 4d, 9P 
PC-2-M Saratoga (wb 1 26.0) 

23 htp cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
43 htp sdn 
PC-3-H New Yorker (wb 1 26.0) 

23 hlp cpe 

Wght Price Prod 

4,045 3,878 4,466 

--- -- -

4, 1 95 4,295 
4 ,240 4, 404 
4,205 4 ,347 
4,350 4 ,76 1  
4 ,445 5,083 
4 ,435 4,868 

4,305 5 , 1 73 
4 ,475 5 ,603 

avai labi l ity 

S-Windsor 
S-Saratoga 
S-NY 
S-3000 
0-3000 

Wght Price 

3.830 3,289 
3,800 3,204 
3 ,735 3,353 
3 ,950 3,620 
4,045 3,691 
4 .070 3,878 

3,970 4 ,026 
4 ,01 0 3 ,966 
4,035 4 , 1 04 

4 ,080 4 ,476 
4 , 1 20 4 ,424 
4 , 1 65 4 ,533 
4 ,270 4,890 
4,295 4 ,997 
4,360 5 ,2 1 2  

4,290 5 ,31 9 
4 ,350 5,749 

ava i labi l ity 

S-Windsor 
S-Saratoga 
S-NY 
S-300E 

Wght Price 

3,855 3,279 
3.855 3 ,623 
3,81 5 3 , 1 94 
3,850 3,343 
4 ,235 3,733 
4 ,390 3 ,8 1 4  

4 ,030 3,989 
4 ,0 1 0 3,929 
4 ,035 4 ,067 

-- --- --

- ---

4, 1 75 4 ,461  

7 , 1 1 0  
5 ,227 
3 .205 

666 
775 
428 

6 1 8  
1 9 1 

Prod 

6 ,775 
1 9,9 1 0  

6,084 
961 
75 1 
992 

3,753 
8,783 
4,943 

2 ,434 
7 ,792 
4,805 

286 
444 
564 

3 

550 
1 40 

Prod 

6,496 
1 ,467 

25, 1 52 
5 ,897 
1 , 1 20 
1 ,026 

2 ,963 
8 ,463 
4,099 

2 ,835 

27 conv cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
43 htp sdn 
46 Town & Country wgn 6P 
46 Town & Country wgn 9P 

--- - --

PC-3-H 300F (wb 1 26.0) 
---- - ---

23 htp cpe 
27 conv cpe 

---

1 960 Eng ines bore x stroke 

V8 , 383 .0  4 .03 x 3 . 75 
V8, 383.0 4.03 " 3 . 75 
V8, 4 1 3 .0  4 . 1 8 :>.. 3 . 75 
V8, 4 1 3 .0  4 . 1 8 x 3 . 75 
VB, 41 3 .0 4 . 1 8 x 3 . 75 

1 96 1  
RC-1 -L Newport (wb 1 22.0) 

8 1 2  htp cpe 
8 1 3  sdn 4d 
8 1 4  htp sdn 
8 1 5  conv cpe 

-

bhp 
-- --

305 
325 
350 
3 75 
400 

858 Town & Country wgn 4d, 6P 
859 Town & Country wgn 4d, 9P 
RC-2-M Windsor (wb 1 22.0)  

822 htp cpe 
823 sdn 4d 
824 htp sdn 
RC-3-H New Yorker (wb 1 26.0) 

832 htp cpe 
833 sdn 4d 
834 htp sdn 
835 conv cpe 
878 Town & Country wgn 4d , 6P 
B79 Town & Country wgn 4d , 9P 
RC-4-P 300G (wb 1 26.0) 

842 htp cpe 
845 conv cpe 

, 

1 961  Engines bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 361 .0 4 . 1 2 x 3 .38 265 
V8, 383.0 4 .25 x 3 .38 305 
V8, 4 1 3 .0  4 , 1 8 x 3 .75 350 
V8, 4 1 3 .0  4 . 1 8 x 3 .75 375 
V8, 4 1 3 .0  4 . 1 8 x 3 . 75 400 

1 962 
SC1 -L Newport (wb 1 22.0) 

8 1 2 htp cpe 
8 1 3  sdn 4d 
8 1 4  hlp sdn 
8 1 5  conv cpe 
858 Town & Country wgn 4d, 6P 
859 Town & Country wgn 4d, 9P 
SC2-M 300 (wb 1 22.0) 

822 htp cpe 
823 sdn 4d 
824 htp sdn 
B25 conv cpe 
SC3-H New Yorker (wb 1 26.0) 

833 sdn 4d 
834 htp sdn 
878 Town & Country wgn 4d , 6P 

Chrysler 

Wght Price Prod 

4, 1 85 4 ,875 556 
4, 1 45 4 ,409 9,079 
4 . 1 75 4 ,51 8 5,625 
4 , 5 1 5  5 ,022 624 
4, 535 5 , 1 3 1  671 

4 ,270 5 .4 1 1 964 
4,3 1 0  5,84 1  248 

----

avai labi l i ty 
-- -

S-Windsor 
S-Saratoga 
S-NY 
S-300F 
0-300F 

Wght Price Prod 
- -

3.690 3,025 9 ,405 
3 ,71 0 2,964 34,370 
3,730 3, 1 04 7,789 
3,760 3,442 2 , 1 35 
4 ,070 3 ,54 1  1 ,832 
4 , 1 55 3,622 1 ,571 

3 ,71 0 3,303 2,941 
3 ,730 3,2 1 8  1 0,239 
3,765 3,367 4, 1 56 

4 ,065 4 , 1 75 2 ,541 
4 ,055 4 , 1 23 9,984 
4 . 1 00 4,261 5 ,862 
4 ,070 4 ,592 576 
4 ,425 4 ,764 676 
4 ,455 4 ,871 760 

4 ,260 5 ,4 1 1 1 ,280 
4 ,3 1 5  5 ,84 1  337 

ava i labi l ity 

S-Newport 
S-Windsor 
S-NY 
S-300G 
0-300G 

Wght Price Prod 
----

3,650 3,027 1 1 ,9 1 0  
3,690 2 ,964 54 ,8 1 3  
3,7 1 5  3 , 1 06 8,7 1 2  
3, 740 3,399 2 ,05 1 
4 ,060 .3 ,478 3,271 
4 ,090 3 ,586 2 ,363 

- -- -

3 ,750 3,323 1 1 ,34 1 
1 ,801 

3,760 3 ,400 1 0,030 
3,8 1 5  3 ,883 1 ,848 

- --

3,925 4 , 1 25 1 2 ,056 
4,005 4 ,263 6,646 
4,225 4,766 728 

1 1 5 



Chrysler 

879 Town & Coun try wgn 4d. 9P 

SC2-M 300H (wb 1 22.0) 

842 htp cpe 
845 conv cpe 

1 962 Eng ines bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 3 6 1 . 0  4 . 1 2 x 3 . 38 265 
V8, 383 . 0  4 .25 x 3 . 38 305 
V8, 4 1 3 . 0  4 . 1 8 x 3 . 75 340 
V8, 4 1 3 . 0  4 . 1 8 x 3 . 7 5  380 
V8, 4 1 3 . 0  4 . 1 8 x 3 . 7 5  405 

1 963 
TC 1 -L Newport (wb 1 22.0) 

8 1 2  htp cpe 
8 1 3  sdn 4d 
8 1 4  htp sdn 
8 1 5  conv cpe 
858 Town & Country wgn 4d,  6P 
859 Town & Country wgn 4d,  9P 

TC2-M 300 (wb 1 22.0)  

8 0 2  Pace Setter h t p  cpe 
822 htp cpe 
805 Pace Setter conv cpe 
825 conv cpe 
823 sdn 4d 
824 htp sdn 

TC3-H New Yorker (wb 1 22.0) 
- -

833 sdn 4d 
834 h tp sdn 
884 Salon htp sdn 
878 Town & Country wgn 4d, 6P 
879 Town & Country wgn 4d, 9P 

TC2-M 300J (wb 1 22.0) 

842 htp cpe 

1 963 Eng ines bore x stroke bhp 

Wght Pr ice 

4 . 455 4. 873 

4 . 0 1 0  5 , 090 
4 . 080 5 . 461 

ava i lab i l ity 

S- Newport 
S-300 
S-NY 
S-300H 
0-300H 

Wght 

3 , 760 
3 , nO 
3,800 
3 , 825 
4 ,200 
4 ,2 1 5  

3 , 790 
3 , 790 
3 ,840 
3 , 845 
3 , 790 
3 , 8 1 5 

3 , 9 1 0 
3,950 
4 , 290 
4,350 
4,370 

4 ,000 

Price 

3 , 027 
2 , 964 
3 , 1 06 
3, 399 
3, 478 
3 , 586 

3 , 769 
3 ,430 
4 , 1 29 
3 , 790 

3 .400 

4 ,98 1 
4 , 1 1 8 
5 , 860 
4 , 708 
4 , 8 1 5 

- ---

5 , 1 84 
----

ava i lab i l ity 
- - --- ---

V8 , 3 6 1 . 0  
V8, 383.0 
V8, 4 1 3 . 0  
V8, 4 1 3 . 0  
V8, 4 1 3 . 0  
-- ---

1 964 

4 . 1 2 x 3 .38 
4 .25 x 3 . 38 
4 . 1 9 >< 3 . 7 5  
4 . 1 9 x 3 . 7 5  
4 . 1 9 >< 3 . 75 

VC1 -L Newport (wb 1 22.0) 

8 1 2  htp cpe 
8 1 3  sdn 4d 
8 1 4  hlp sdn 
8 1 5 conv cpe 

265 
305 
340 
360 
390 

858 Town & Cou ntry wgn 4d, 6P 
859 Town & Country wgn 4d, 9P 

-- ---

VC2-M 300 (wb 1 22.0)' 

822 htp cpe 
824 hlp sdn 
823 sdn 4d 
8 2 5  conv cpe 

VC3-H New Yorker (wb 1 22.0) 

832 htp cpe 
833 sdn 4d 
834 htp sdn 
878 Town & Country wgn 4d, 6P 

1 1 6 

S-Newport 
S-300 
S-NY 
0-300 
S-300J 

-- - --

Wght Pr ice 
- --

3 , 760 2 ,962 
3,805 2,901 
3 ,795 3 ,042 
3 ,8 1 0  3 ,334 
4 , 1 75 3, 4 1 4  
4 ,200 3 , 52 1  

3 ,850 3 ,443 
3,865 3 , 5 2 1  

4 , 1 20 3,803 

4 ,0 1 5 3 , 994 
4 ,035 4, 1 3 1 
4,385 4 , 7 2 1  

Prod 

793 

435 
1 23 

Prod 

9 . 809 
49,067 

8 . 437 
2 , 093 
3 ,6 1 8  
2 ,948 

306 
9, 423 
1 ,8 6 1  
1 , 535 
1 .625 
9 , 9 1 5 

1 4 .884 
1 0 ,229 

593 
950 

1 ,244 

400 

Prod 

1 0 , 579 
55,957 

9 ,7 1 0  
2 , 1 76 
3 , 720 
3 ,041  

1 8,379 
1 1 ,460 

2 ,078 
1 ,4 0 1  

300 
1 5 ,443 
1 0 ,887 

1 , 1 90 

Wght Price Prod 
-- ---

879 Town & Country wgn 4d, 9 P  4 . 3 9 5  4 ,828 

884 Salon htp sdn 4 , 280 5 ,860 

VC2-M 300K (wb 1 22.0)* 

842 htp cpe 3 , 965 4 , 056 

845 conv cpe 3 . 995 4 . 522 

' S l lver 300 mod e l s :  300- 2 , 1 52 :  300K senes-255 

1 964 Eng ines bore x stroke bhp 

V8. 36 1 .0 4 . 1 2 / 3 . 38 265 
V8. 383.0 4 . 2 5 , 3 . 38 305 
V8, 4 1 3 . 0  4 . 1 9 , 3 . 7 5  340 
V8, 4 1 3 . 0  4 . 1 9 · 3. 75 360 
V8, 4 1 3. 0  4 . 1 9 > 3 . 7 5  390 

1 965 
AC1 -L Newport (wb 1 24 .0 ;  wgns-1 21 .0) 

C 1 2  htp cpe 
C 1 3  sdn 4d,  4W 
C 1 4  h tp sdn 
C 1 5  conv cpe 
C 1 8  town sdn 4d , 6W 
C 5 6  Town & Country w g n  4d,  6 P  
C 5 7  Town & Country w g n  4d,  9 P  

AC2-M 300 (wb 1 24.0) 
- -- -- -

C22 htp cpe 
C24 htp sdn 4W 
C25 conv cpe 
C28 htp town sdn 6W 

- --

ava i lab i l ity 

S-Newport 
S-300 
S-NY;  0-300 
S- 300 K ;  0-300 
0-300K 

- - -

Wght 

4 , 035 
4 , 045 
4,050 
4 , 025 
4 , 000 
4 ,360 
4 ,455 

-

4, 085 
4 , 1 50 
4 , 1 40 

Price 

3. 070 
3 , 009 
3 , 1 49 
3 .442 
3, 1 46 
3 . 52 1  
3 , 629 

3 , 5 5 1  
3 ,628 
3 , 9 1 1 

AC3-H New Yorker (wb 1 24 .0 ;  wgns-1 2 1 .0) 

C32 htp cpe 
C34 h tp sdn 
C38 town sdn 4 d ,  6W 
C76 Town & Country wgn 4d,  6 P.  
c n  Town & Country w g n  4d,  9 P  

AC2-P 300L (wb 1 24.0)  
- - --

C42 h tp cpe 
C45 conv cpe 

1 965 Eng ines bore x stroke bhp 
---

V 8 , 383 . 0  4 .25 x 3 . 38 270 
V8, 383.0 4 .25 x 3 . 38 3 1 5 
V 8 , 4 1 3 . 0  4 . 1 9 >< 3 . 75 340 

-

4 , 270 4 , 1 6 1 
4 ,295 4 ,238 
4,265 4 . 1 04 
4 , 650 4 , 827 
4 , 745 4 , 935 

4,245 4 , 1 53 
4 , 1 70 4 , 6 1 8  

--

ava i labi l ity 
- ----

S- Newport ; 0-300 
S-30 0 ;  O-Newport 
S-NY 

1 ,603 
1 ,62 1 

3 ,022 
625 

----

P rod 

23,655 
6 1 , 054 
1 7,062 

3, 1 92 
1 2 , 4 1 1 

4 , 683 
3 , 738 

1 1 ,6 2 1  
1 2 ,452 

1 ,4 1 8  
2 , 1 87 

- -

9, 357 
2 1 , 1 1 0  
1 6 ,239 

1 ,368 
1 , 697 

---

2,405 
440 

V8, 4 1 3 . 0  4 . 1 9 x 3 .75 360 S-300L ;  0-300, NY 
-----

1 966 
- -- -- - - - - -

BC1 -L Newport (wb 1 24.0 ;  wgns- 1 2 1 .0)  Wght 

23 htp cpe 
27 conv cpe 
4 1  sdn 4 d ,  4W 
42 sdn 4d,  6W 
43 htp sdn 
45 wgn 4 d ,  6P 
4 6  w g n  4d,  9 P  

-

BC2-M 300 (wb 1 24.0)  

23 hlp cpe 
27 conv cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
43 h tp sdn 

- --

3 , 920 
4 ,020 
3 , 875 
3 , 9 1 0  
4 ,0 1 0  
4 ,370 
4 , 550 

----- -

3,940 
4 ,0 1 5  
3,895 
4 ,000 

------ - --

BC3-H New Yorker (wb 1 24 ,0) 

23 htp cpe 4,095 
42 sdn 4d 4 , 1 00 

Price 

3 , 1 1 2 
3 , 476 
3 , 052 
3 , 1 83 
3 , 1 90 
4 ,086 
4 , 1 92 

- - - -

3 , 583 
3 ,936 
3, 523 
3,659 

4 , 1 57 
4 , 1 0 1 

- - --

Prod 

37,622 
3,085 

74,964 
9 ,432 

24 ,966 
9 , 035 
8 ,567 

24, 1 03 
2 , 500 
2 ,353 

20,642 

7,955 
1 3,025 



43 hlp sdn 
1 966 Engines bore x stroke 

-- --- - --

V8, 383.0 4 .25 )( 3 .38 
V8 , 383 0 4 .25 , 3 .38 
V8 , 440.0 4 .32 ' 3 . 75 

1 967 

---- - --

Wght Price 
----

bhp 

270 
325 
350 

4, 1 40 4 .233 
avai labi l i ty 

S-Newport 
S-300 : O-Newport 
S-NY 

CC 1 -E Newport (wb 1 24.0 ; wgns-1 22.0)  Wght 

3.920 
3 ,970 
3 ,955 
3.980 
4 ,495 
4 .550 

Price 

23 htp cpe 
27 conv cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
43 hlp sdn 
45 wgn 4d, 6P 
46 wgn 4d, 9P 

3. 2 1 9  
3 , 583 
3 . 1 59 
3. 296 
4 . 264 
4 ,369 

C C 1 -L Newport Custom (wb 1 24.0)  

23 htp cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
43 hlp sdn 

---- ---

CC2-M 300 (wb 1 24 .0)  
-- �  

23 hlp cpe 
27 conv cpe 
43 h lp sdn 

---- -----

C C3-H New Yorker (wb 1 24 .0)  

23 hlp cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
43 hlp sdn 
1 967 Engi nes 

V8, 383 .0 
V8, 383 .0  
V8, 440 .0  
V8, 440 .0  

1 968 

bore x stroke 

4.25 x 3.38 
4 .25 x 3.38 
4 .32 x 3 . 75 
4 .32 >-. 3 . 75 

3 .935 
3 .975 
3 ,995 

4,070 
4 , 1 05 
4 . 1 35 

4 , 1 70 
4, 1 85 
4,240 

3 .407 
3 .347 
3 .485 

3 .936 
4,289 
4.0 1 2  

4 ,264 
4 ,208 
4 ,339 

bhp ava i lab i l ity 
-- - -- -

270 S-Newport 
325 O-Newport 
350 S-300, NY:  O-wgns 
375 O-all exc wgns 

DC 1 -E Newport (wb 1 24 .0 ;  wgns-1 22.0) Wght Pr ice 
- --

CE23 hlp cpe' 3 ,840 3,366 
CE27 conv cpe' 3 ,9 1 0  3,704 
C E4 1  sdn 4d 3,850 3,306 
CE43 hlp sdn 3 ,865 3,444 
CE45 Town & Country wgn 4d, 6P 4 ,340 4 ,41 8 
CE46 Town & Counlry wgn 4d, 9P 4 ,4 1 0  4,523 

--------

D C 1 -L Newport Custom (wb 1 24.0) 
-'-----

C L23 hlp cpe 
C L4 1  sdn 4d 
CL43 hlp sdn 
DC2-M 300 (wb 1 24.0)  

CM23 
CM27 
CM43 

hlp cpe 
conv cpe 
hlp sdn 

----

-------

DC3-H New Yorker (wb 1 24.0)  

CH23 hlp cpe 
CH4 1 sdn 4d 
CH43 hlp sdn 

3,890 
3,855 
3,860 

3,985 
4 ,050 
4 ,0 1 5  

4,060 
4,055 
4,090 

' Sportsgrain models :  hlp cpe 965 ; conv cpe 1 75. 

3, 552 
3 ,493 
3,63 1 

4 ,0 1 0  
4,337 
4,086 

4,424 
4,367 
4 ,500 

---------

1 968 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l i ty 

V8, 383.0 4 .25 3 .38 290 S-Newport, T&C 
V8. 383 .0 4.25 3.38 330 O-Newport, T&C 
V8, 440.0 4 .32 3.75 350 S-300, NY;  O-T&C 
V8, 440.0 4 .32 3 .75 375 O-all exc T&C 

Prod 

26.599 

Prod 

26,583 
2 .89 1  

48,945 
1 4 .247 
7 , 1 83 
7.520 

1 4 . 1 93 
23 . 1 0 1 
1 2 ,728 

1 1 ,556 
1 ,594 
8 ,744 

6,885 
1 0 ,907 
2 1 ,665 

Prod 

36,768 
2 ,847 

6 1 ,436 
20, 1 9 1 

9 ,908 
1 2 ,223 

1 0 ,34 1 
1 6,9 1 5  
1 1 ,640 

1 6 ,953 
2 , 1 6 1  

1 5,507 

8 .060 
1 3,092 
26,99 1 

Chrysler 

1 969 
EC-E Newport (wb 1 24.0)'  

CE23 htp cpe 
CE27 conv cpe 
CE4 1 sdn 4d 
CE43 htp sdn 
EC-L Newport Custom (wb 1 24.0)  

CL23 htp cpe 
CL4 1  sdn 4d 
CL43 htp sdn 
EC-P Town & Country (wb 1 22.0) 

C P45 wgn 4d. 6P 
C P46 wgn 4d. 9P 

-

EC-M 300 (wb 1 24 .0) � -

CM23 htp cpe 
C M27 conv cpe 
CM43 htp sdn 

-

EC-H New Yorker (wb 1 24 .0) 
-

CH23 htp cpe 
CH4 1  sdn 4d 
CH43 htp sdn 

- - -

'Sportsgrain models 1 95 .  
- -- - ------

1 969 Eng ines bore x stroke bhp 
----

V8, 383 .0 4 .25 ,, 3 .38 
V8 , 383.0 4 .25 x 3.38 
V8. 440 .0 4 .32 x 3 . 75 
V8, 440.0 4 .32 "  3 . 75 

1 970 
FC-E Newport ( w b  1 24 .0)  

C E23 htp  cpe" 
C E27  conv cpe 
CE41  sdn 4d 
C E43 h lp sdn' 
FC-L Newport Custom (wb 1 24 .0)  

C L23 hlp cpe 
CL4 1  sdn 4d 
CL43 hlp sdn 
FC-P Town & Country (wb 1 22.0)  

CP45 wgn 4d. 6P 
C P46 wgn 4d. 9P 
FC-M 300 (wb 1 24.0)  

CM23 hlp cpe" 
CM27 conv cpe 
CM43 h lp sdn 
FC-H New Yorker (wb 1 24 .0)  

CH23 hlp cpe 
CH41  sdn  4d 
C H43 hlp sdn 

290 
330 
350 
375 

Wght Price 

3.89 1 3 .485 
4.026 3 .823 
3 .94 1  3.4 1 4  
4 . 1 56 3 .549 

3 .891 3 .652 
3 ,951  3 ,580 
3 .971  3 .730 

4 .435 4 ,583 
4 .485 4 ,669 

3,965 4 . 1 04 
4 .095 4 .450 
4 .045 4 , 1 83 

4 ,070 4 ,539 
4, 1 35 4 ,487 
4, 1 65 4 ,61 5 

ava i l ab i l ity 
-- -- --

S-Newport, T&C 
O-Newport, T&C 
S-300, NY :  O-T&C 
O-all exc T&C 

----

Wght Price 
- --

4,030 3,589 
4,085 3 ,925 
4,080 3 ,51 4 
4 , 1 1 0 3 .652 

4 ,035 3,781 
4.091 3,7 1 0  
4 , 1 25 3,861 

--- -

4,490 4 ,738 
4 ,555 4,824 

4. 1 35 4.234 
4. 1 75 4.580 
4.220 4 .31 3 

4 .235 4,681 
4 .31 0 4 .630 
4 ,335 4,761 

- -

Prod 

33.639 
2 . 1 69 

55.083 
20.608 

1 0 ,995 
1 8 ,40 1 
1 5.98 1 

1 0 , 1 08 
1 4 .408 

1 6 ,075 
1 ,933 

1 4 .464 

7,539 
1 2 .253 
27 , 1 57 

Prod 

21 ,664 
1 , 1 24 

39,285 
1 6.940 

6.639 
1 3.767 
10 ,873 

5 ,686 
9 ,583 

1 0 ,084 
1 .077 
9 ,846 

4.9 1 7  
9 .389 

1 9 ,903 
"CE23 includes 1 ,868 Cordoba hlp cpes; CE43 Includ�s 1 ,873 Cordoba htp 
sdns;  CM23 includes 400 300-H "Hurst" hlp cpes. 
1 970 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l i ty 

- - -- --

V8, 383.0  4 .25 x 3.38 290 S-Newport, T&C 
V8, 383 .0  4 .25 x 3 .38 330 O-Newport aulo, T&C 
V8, 440.0 4 .32 x 3 .75 350 S-NY, 300 ; O-T&C 
V8. 440 .0  4 .32 x 3 .75 375 O-all exc T&C 

1 1 7  



Clipper Packard -Cl ipper Division, Studebaker-Packard Corp. 

Detroit , Michigan 

Market i ng  wi zard James J.  Nance became president 
of Pac kard i n  1 952.  Immed i ately ,  he started to d i ­

vorce the med i u m -pr i ced 200 models from Pack ard 's  
l u xury l i nes, dec lar ing  that cont i n ued emphas is  on  
cheaper mode ls  after Wor ld War I I  h ad been " bleed i n g  
the Packard name wh i te . "  Accord i n g ly ,  t h e  200 became 
the Packard C l i pper in 1 953. For 1 956, Nance reg i stered 
C l i pper as a separate make.  There were also separate 
Pack ard and C l i pper dealer s igns ,  and even the factory 
was renamed Packard-C l i pper D iv is ion of Studebaker­
Pac kard Corporat ion .  The Packard n ame appeared no­
where on C l i ppers except for a t iny scr ipt on the deck­
l i d .  Ear ly  product ion models d i d n 't even have that .  

Nance's ai m was to  d i st i n g u i sh the  C l i pper sti l l  fu r­
ther from the " sen ior"  Packard .  P lans  for 1 957 cal l ed 
for C l i pper to use the larger Studebaker bodyshe l l  
wh i l e  Packard wou ld cont i nue  with o n e  o f  i ts own . That 
never mater ia l i zed , however ,  because lenders fai led to 
commit  suff ic ient  funds for the corporat ion to f i nan ce 
i ts al l -new 1 957 l i ne .  Nance res ig ned i n  Aug ust 1 956. 

Studebaker-Pac kard rece ived temporary repr ieve by 
way of a management ag reement wi th C u rt i ss-Wri gh t  
Corporat ion , wh ich  needed S-P m ai n ly as a tax loss .  
Under C-W m anagement ,  the Packard name was saved 
for 1 957's del uxe l i ne of Studebaker-based cars .  But  
these were cal led Packard C l i ppers, so  C l i pper d i sap­
peared as a d i st i nct make after on ly  a year . 

The 1 956 C l i pper l i ne compr ised f ive models i n  
Delu xe , Super ,  and Custom ser ies wi th a cho ice o f  two 
body sty les .  A l l  sh ared a 1 22-i nch wheel base and an 
overhead-valve Packard VB.  C l i ppers also featu red 
Pac kard ' s  i n n ovat ive Tors ion-level su spens ion ,  a l ­
thou g h  a convent ional suspens ion was avai l ab le  on the 
bottom- l i n e  Deluxe.  Opt ions i nc l uded overdr ive trans­
m i ss ion ($1 1 0) ,  U l tram at i c  transm i ssion ($1 99 ) ,  power 
steer i n g ,  power brakes, and ai r cond i t ion i n g .  

C l i ppers were l u xu r ious ly  tr i mmed and n i ce ly  sty led ,  
thou g h  thei r sal es vo l u me wasn 't  suff ic ient  to he lp  the 

C l ipper Specificat ions 

1 956 
5640 Deluxe-Super (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 

5622 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,745 2,731 5,71 5 
5642 Super sdn 4d 3,800 2,866 5 , 1 73 
5647 Super htp cpe 3,825 2,91 6 3,999 

1 1 8 

1 956 S u per  hardtop coupe 

1 956 Custom fou r-door sedan 

�-----

1 956 Deluxe fou r-door sedan 

company.  The Deluxe sed an was the best se l l er .  The 
handsome Custom Conste l l at ion h ardtop was rarest , 
accoun t i ng  for fewer than 1 500 u n  i ts .  

M ak i n g  C l i pper a separate m ake was a good idea,  
but  i t  came too l ate. H ad the f i rm beg u n  th is m arket i n g  
approach i n  the huge  se l ler ' s market o f  1 946, t h e  story 
m i g h t  h ave had a happier  end i n g .  

5660 Custom (wb 1 22.0) 

5662 sdn 4d 
5667 Constel lation htp cpe 
1 956 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 352.0 4.00 x 3.50 240 
V8, 352.0 4 .00 x 3 .50 275 

3,860 3,069 
3,860 3 , 1 64 

avai labi l ity 

S-Deluxe, Super 
S-Custom 

2 , 1 29 
1 ,466 



Continental Continental Division , Ford Motor Co. 
Dearborn , Michigan 

T he Cont inental  " M arks" of 1 956-60 an d 1 968-on 
were, and are, not off i c i a l l y L i nco l n s .  The f i rst of 

these were p rodu cts of a separate d iv i s ion  at Ford , c re­
ated with the goal of estab l i s h i n g  the f i rm 's  dom i n ance 
in the uppe rmost reaches of the m arket-even h i g he r  
than Cad i l l ac .  O n l y  o n e  model  was offered for 1 956 an d 

- 1 957 : the f law lessly sty led ,  beaut i fu l l y crafted M ark  I I .  I t  
was pr iced at $ 1 0 ,000 , and worth every pen ny.  Yet Ford 
lost about $ 1 000 on every M ark  I I  i t  so l d ,  bec ause th i s  
was pr i m ar i ly  an " i m age" car-more of an  ego  t r ip  
than a ca l c u l ated prof it-maker .  An attempt was made to 
put Cont i nental i n to the b l ack wi th  a lower-pr iced 
1 958-60 model  based on the stand ard L i nco l n ,  but it 
never so ld  part i c u l ar ly  wel l .  The separate d iv i s ion  was 
gone by 1 96 1 , and the Cont i nental name was app l i ed to 
a new l i ne  of fou r-door hardtops an d convert i b les de­
s ig ned by E lwood Eng le .  

Ever s i nce the dem ise o f  the  or i g i na l  L i n co l n  Cont i ­
nenta l  in  1 948, Ford had been pressu red by i ts dealers 
and c u stomers to bu i ld a su ccessor .  In 1 953,  wi th prof­
i ts l oo k i n g  u p ,  the effort was beg u n .  Wi l l i am C l ay Ford , 
you ng e r  b rother of Hen ry Ford I I ,  was put i n  charge of a 
Spec i a l P rod ucts D iv is ion  to come up  wi th  a desi g n .  He 
cal l ed i n  f i ve  outs i de consu ltants to  submi t  the i r  i deas 

Mark I I  c lay model 

Proposed Mark I I  retractable hardtop 

fo r compar i so n .  M anagement revi ewed 1 3  d i fferent pro­
posals u s i n g  front ,  s ide ,  rear,  and 3/4-front v iews,  and 
u n an i mous ly  selected the desi g n  from Spec i a l Prod­
ucts .  H ar ley F .  Copp, ch ief en g i neer  of the Spec i al 
Prod ucts D iv i s ion , des ig ned a u n ique  chass is  that 
d i pped low between front an d rear ax les to permit  h i g h  
seat i n g  w i thout a h i g h  roofl i n e .  The stark l y  s imp le  
cockp i t  and  dash were i n sp i red by  ai rc raft and locomo­
t ive desi g n s .  The en g i nes were L i nco ln  V8s spec ia l l y  
selected from the  assemb ly  l i ne and  i nd iv i d u al l y ba l­
anced . These were con nected to M u l t i -Dr ive th ree­
speed automat ic  t ransm iss ions  and 3 . 07 : 1  rear ax les .  
The s leek  and t ime less cou pe measu red 2 1 8 . 5  i n ches 
overal l .  I t  was g reeted w i th wonderment on both s ides 
of the At l an t ic ,  and has been cons idered one of the 
a l l -t i me g reat des i g n  ach i evements ever s i nce its debut .  
I t  was in a c l ass by i tse l f. 

Bu t  the euphor ia  d i d n ' t  l ast .  Thou g h  the Cont i nental  
D iv i s ion  was hop i ng to add a beaut i f u l  fou r-door ber l i ne 
and perhaps a convert i b le to the l i ne for 1 958 , word 
fro m the sales department def l ated th ose hopes.  The 
M ark I I  h ad not h ad much i m pact on l u x u ry-car p rod uc­
t ion ; G eneral  Motors was sti l l  the leader .  A moneyed 
few were i ndeed buyi n g  M ark  l i s ,  but the car was not 

Chanel l ed L incoln  test mule  for Mark I I  chassis 

1956 Mark I I  hardtop coupe 

1 1 9 



Continental 

1957 Mark I I  hardtop coupe 

\ / 

1958 Mark I I I  convert ib le  

1958 Mark I I I  Landau hardtop sedan 

conv inc i ng  those with sl i ght ly  less cash to buy L inco lns  
i nstead o f  Cad i l l acs. 

Accord i n g ly ,  the $ 1 0 ,000 pr ice of 1 956-57 was cut to 
$5825 or  $6283 for 1 958 . A Mercu ry cost expert was 
brought i n ,  and a new Cont inental appeared , du bbed 
the M ark I I I .  Th i s  L inco ln-based g i ant had a 1 31 - i nch  
wheel base , w i th  e lon g ated fenders, l arge chrome ap­
p l i ques,  huge  tai l f ins ,  and canted quad head l amps. 
Fou r  mode ls  were offered ,  and sales improved . 

I n  1 959 , the face l i fted M ark  I V  arr ived . A town car and 
l i mous ine were added w i th extraord i n ary pr ices.  A s im i ­
l ar cou rse was taken i n  1 960 w i th the  M ark  V .  The 
M arks were then su spended ,  rep l aced by the smal ler  
and more h andsome L inco ln  Cont i nental in  1 961 . Con­
t i nental D iv i s ion qu iet ly d i sappeared . Sales th rou g h  
1 960 were always far above the M ark  I I ' s  leve l .  

One  Ford execut ive said years l ater that the  M ark  I I  
prog ram was, on balance, a tragedy.  " For obv ious  rea­
sons we don ' t  l i ke to tal k about i t , " he said .  "What we 
had go ing  for us in the M ark I I  was l i teral l y  a revival  of 
the Duesen berg concept. What we ended up with was 
someth i ng  much less-and even that d i d n 't l ast long 
. . .  It was a project that for a t ime broke B i l l  Ford ' s  
heart, and I guess you cou ld say that I n  many ways i t  
broke ours too . "  

1 20 

1959 Mark I V town ca r (formal sedan )  

1968 M a r k  I I I  hardtop coupe 

C l assic automobi les, it seems,  are never q u i te forgot­
ten .  Du r i ng  the ear ly  '60s, Ford execut ives,  e n g i neers, 
sty l i sts,  and dealers longed for another Cont i nental i n  
the trad i t ion  of the M ark  I I .  The answer was the 1 968 
Cont i nental M ark  I I I .  

The new Cont i nental , accord i n g  to Ford Motor Com­
pany ,  was the car most c lose ly  l i n ked to Hen ry Ford I I .  
J u st as h i s  brother  W i l l i am C l ay h ad i n f l uenced the 
ear ly M ark I I  and h i s  father Edse l had sponsored the 
" M ar k  1 , "  Henry I I  i n su red that the '68 M ark  I I I  was a re­
f lect ion  of h i s  personal taste. Why was the M ark I I I  
des ig n at ion  u sed ag ai n ,  i n stead of the more log ical 
M ark V I ?  The reason i s  that Ford v iewed the heavy­
we igh t  1 958-60 cars as u nworthy of the Cont i nental 
marque .  As a resu l t ,  company promot ion bal lyhooed 
the new 1 968 entry as a d i rect descendant  of the 
M ark I I .  

The M ark  I I I  entered the p roduct-p lan n i n g  stage i n  
l ate 1 965.  F rom the beg i n n i n g  the goal was c lear:  th i s  
was to  be  a perso n al - l uxu ry car w i th a long  hood and 
short deck in the Cont i nental  t rad i t ion .  Sty l i n g was 
su perv i sed by deS i g n  ch ief Eugene Bord i n at .  Hermann 
B ru n n  (n amesake of the g reat coach bu i lder)  was a 
member of Bord i n at 's  staff , and was l are ly  respons ib le  
for the  car' s i nter ior .  B ru n n  desi g ned l arge,  comfort-



able buc ket seats and a woodg rai ned d as h bo ard w i th 
easy-to-reach contro ls .  Hen ry I I  selected the car' s fi n a l  
sh ape from a n u m ber o f  desi g n s  submitted by Fo rd 
styl i sts i n  early 1 966 . 

The M ark I I I  was ready by Apr i l  1 968 . Because of its 
l ate i ntrod u ct ion , o n l y  a few thou sand were bu i l t that 
year, but there was n o  quest i o n  abo ut the car 's  r i g ht­
ness for the m arket : in 1 969 and 1 970, more than 20 ,000 
were so l d .  

The M ark I I I  was set on a 1 1 7 .2- inch wheel base, 
some n i ne i n ches shorter than the M ark I I ' s ,  and was 
the same length as the front-whee I-d rive C ad i l l ac E l ­
dorado. A l th o u g h  the Eldorado was more tec h n i cal l y  
advan ced , t h e  Cont i nental seemed t o  h ave more m ag i c 
i n  its n ame.  I n  sales, it a l most m atched Eldo rado d u r i n g  
i ts fou r-year l i fespan a n d  never trai l ed b y  more than 

Continental  Specificat ions 

1 956 
Mark I I  (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 

60A htp cpe 4,825 9,695 1 ,325 
1 956 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 368.0 4 .00 x 3.66 285 S-all 

1 957 
Mark I I  (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 

60A htp cpe 4,800 9,966 444 
1 957 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 368.0 4 .00 x 3.66 300 S-all 

1 958 
Mark I I I  (wb 1 3 1 .0) Wght Price Prod 

54A sdn 4d 4,800 6,072 1 ,283 
65A htp cpe 4,865 5,825 2,328 
68A conv cpe 5,040 6,283 3,048 
75A Landau htp sdn 4,965 6,072 5,891 
1 958 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 430.0 4.30 x 3.70 375 S-all 

1 959 
Mark IV (wb 1 31 .0) Wght Price Prod 

23A limo 5 ,061 1 0,230 49 
238 form sdn 5, 1 90 9,208 78 
54A sdn 4d 5,061 6,845 955 
65A htp cpe 4,967 6,598 1 ,703 
68A cony cpe 5,076 7,056 2, 1 95 
75A htp sdn 5,050 6,845 6, 1 46 
1 959 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

V8, 430.0 4.30 x 3.70 350 S-all 

Continental 

2000 u n i ts a year. T h i s  was a si g n i fi c ant ach i evement,  
becau se L i n co l n ' s  enti re an n u al prod uct ion h ad never 
come c l ose to m atc h i n g  C ad i l l ac ' s  overal l .  

The M ark I I I  was powered by a 460 cu bic- i nch V8 with 
1 0 . 5 : 1  com pressi o n ,  one of the i n d u stry ' s  l argest en­
g i nes.  I t  w as a good- loo k i n g  car,  with the l o n gest hood 
-more than s ix  feet-in the l an d .  The buyer  h ad a 
w i de choice of l u x u ry i nter i o rs and cou l d  c h oose from 
26 exter ior  colors,  i nc l u d i n g  fou r  spec i al " M oondust" 
metal l i c  pai nts.  The 1 969 and 1 970 mod e l s  i n c reased in 
pr ice but c arr ied few c h anges.  Stand ard featu res on al l 
M ark I l l s i n c l uded Sel ect-Sh i ft Tu rbo- Drive auto m at ic 
transmiss ion ,  power brakes (d iscs i n  front ,  drums in  the 
rear) , concealed head l i g hts,  vent less s ide w i n dows, 
power seats,  powe r w i ndows, fl ow-th ro u g h  venti l at i o n ,  
and 1 50 pou n ds o f  so u n d-deaden i n g  i n s u l at ion . 

1 960 
Mark V (wb 1 3 1 .0) Wght Price Prod 

23A l imo 5,481 1 0,230 34 
238 form sdn 5,272 9,208 1 36 
54A sdn 4d 5, 1 43 6,845 807 
65A htp cpe 5,044 6,598 1 ,461 
68A cony cpe 5, 1 80 7,056 2,044 
75A htp sdn 5, 1 39 6,845 6,604 
1 960 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 430.0 4.30 x 3 .70 3 1 5  S-all 

1 968 
Mark I I I  (wb 1 1 7.2) Wght Price Prod 

89 htp cpe 4,739 6,585 7 ,770 
1 968 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 460.0 4 .36 x 3 .75 365 S-all 

1 969 
Mark II I (wb 1 1 7.2) Wght Price Prod 

89 htp cpe 4,762 6,758 23,088 
1 969 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 460.0 4 .36 x 3.75 365 S-all 

1 970 
Mark I I I  (wb 1 1 7.2) Wght Price Prod 

89 htp cpe 4,675 7 ,28 1 2 1 ,432 
1 970 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 460.0 4.36 x 3 . 75 365 S-all 

1 2 1 



C rosley Motors Inc .  Crosley R ichmond -Marion,  Ind iana and Cincinnati , Ohio 

The M i dwestern bus i nessman who'd bro u g ht us 
rad ios and ref r igerato rs in the '20s and '30s de­

c i ded to get i n to the car bus i ness in 1 939 . Powel 
C ros ley,  J r . offered a very sm a l l  economy veh i c le on an 
80- i n ch whee l base and carry i n g  the lowest p r i ce in the 
l an d .  In  i ts f i rst year ,  Cros ley so ld 201 7 of them . To buy 
one,  you v i s i ted you r local  hardw are store o r  app l i ance 
sh op-a novel i f  sh orts ig hted market i n g  scheme. About 
5000 Cros leys had been prod uced by 1 942,  when the 
war brou ght  passeng er-car produ ct ion  to a ha l t .  
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1 940 Series 2A converti ble  "sedan" coupe 

1 946 CC Four  pickup 

1 948� CC Fou r two-door sedan 

1 22 

The 1 940 Cros ley l i ne con s i sted of f ive mode ls  pr i ced 
as l ow as $299 . I t  i nc l uded a standard and Deluxe 
sed an with convert i b le  top ;  stat ion  wagon ; convert i b le ;  
a "covered wag o n "  w i th  fu l l  canvas top ;  p l u s  several 
com merc i a l bod ies .  Styl i n g  was bas ic ,  dom i n ated by 
l ow ,  freestan d i n g  fenders and a p rom i nent  hood bu lg ­
i ng  ou t  ahead of smal l hor i zontal  g r i l les bu i l t i nto the 
f ront  apro n .  Head l amps were attached to e i ther  s ide of 
the hood . I n te r i o rs  were barre n-j u st a cen t ra l  
speedometer f l an ked by fuel  an d water g auges .  

For  i ts 1 940-42 mode ls ,  C rosley chose an ai r-coo led 
Wau keshaw two-cyl i nder  en g i ne  wi th  two ma in  bear­
i n gs .  Performance wasn ' t  qu i te as bad as the spec i f i ca­
t ions  suggest, s i nce Cros leys were geared low at 5 . 1 4 : 1  
and 5 .57 : 1 . Mec h an ic al brakes,  s ix -g a l lon  fue l  tan k ,  
d i sc whee ls ,  and t i ny 4 . 25 X 1 2 - i nch t i res comp l eted the 
econ omy pack age.  

Th i s  des i g n  changed l i tt le fo r 1 94 1 . The same mode ls  
were carr ied over ,  and  the  mechan i ca l  spec i f i cat ions  
were ident i cal w i th  the  1 940 vers ion . Pr ices were 
ra i sed , however .  The c ars were now sold by separate 
automob i l e  dealers bes i des C ros ley ' s  app l i ance out­
l ets .  The l i ne u p  was repeated for 1 942.  

D u r i n g  the war ,  C ros ley developed the overhead-cam 
fou r-cy l i nder  Cobra eng i n e  for a U . S .  Navy project,  u s­
i n g  brazed copper and sheet stee l for the b lock .  Th i s  
eng i n e  was sel ected to power the postwar c iv i l i an cars .  
Th is f ive-ma in -bear i n g  en g i ne  had been fai r ly  success­
f u l  d u r i n g  the war i n  a var iety of mach i nes from t ruck 
ref r igerators to  Mooney M i te a i rp lanes . I t  was less 
u sefu l in i ts  automotive app l i cat i o n .  The copper-steel 
b lock was su bj ect to e lectro l ys i s ,  wh ich  cau sed ho les 
to deve lop  i n  cy l i nders and resu l ted i n  ear ly rebu i lds .  
C ros ley soon rect i f i ed the fau l t  by  offe r i n g  a cast- i ron  
b lock  that reta i ned the  or i g i n al cy l i nder  d i mens ions .  
S i g n i f i cant ly ,  u sed-car p r i ce g u ides of the  day g ave a 
h i g her  t rade- i n  va lue for cars w i th  the cast- i ron e n g i ne ,  
i n c l u d i n g  1 946-48 mode ls  that had been ret rofi tted w i th  
the new u n i t .  

The 1 946
' 
C ros ley f i rst appeared as  a two-door fou r­

seat sed an . Product ion  beg an i n  J u ne 1 946.  later that 
year, a two-door convert i b le  was added . A wagon and 
ut i l i ty model fo l l owed by 1 948 . Commerc i al bod i es 
were also offered , and i n  t h i s  per i od the futu re l ooked 
b r i ght .  After bu i l d i ng a lmost 5000 cars i n  model  year 
1 946, C rosley went on to p rod uce 1 9 ,000 1 947 mode ls ,  
and  c lose to  29,000 of the  1 948s . B ut th i s  marked the 
end of p rosper i ty .  New desi g ns from the B i g  Th ree, i n ­
novative new cars from the i ndependents ,  and C ros­
ley ' s  g row i ng reputat ion  for en g i ne p rob lems combi ned 
to lower product ion  drast ica l ly  i n  model year 1 949 . 

The sales s l i de was i ro n i c  i n  that the C ros ley had be­
come a much better car by 1 949 than it had ever  been 
before . New styl i n g  was i ntrod uced : a smooth hood,  



1 946-47 CC Four  convert i ble  and Powel Crosley 

i n teg ral  front  fend ers w i th seal ed-beam head l i g hts ,  re­
mote-contro l door  han d les,  and tu rn i n d i c ators on 
sed ans and convert i b les .  In add i t ion  to the 80- i n c h  
whee l b ase for sed an , de l i very , convert i b le ,  a n d  stat ion  
wagon mode ls ,  C rosley f ie l ded an  85- i n c h  whee l base 
for i ts new Hotshot road ster .  

The 1 950 l i ne com pr i sed wag o n ,  convert i b le ,  and se­
dan body sty les i n  stand ard and Super t r i m ,  and a 
cho i ce of two roadsters :  the spartan , doo r less Hotshot,  
and the s l i g h t ly  better-tr i mmed Super Sports (with con­
vent ional doors ) .  

Wi th  i t s  low pr i ces C rosley was i n  a c l ass by  i tse l f­
but i ts en g i neer i n g  was al so u n i q u e . Fo r exam p le ,  the 
1 949-50 model  featu red d i sc brakes . A long  wi th  C h rys­
ler 's  1 950 Town & Cou ntry Newport ,  i t  was the f i rst 
d i sc-braked car i n  ser ies prod uct ion .  Unfortu nate ly ,  
Cros ley ' s  des i g n  proved trou b lesome, d ue to i n su ff i ­
c i en t  p re-p rod u ct ion  deve lopment .  The brakes q u i ck l y  
deter iorated when exposed t o  road sal t  and g r i me ,  

1 95 1  C D  Four  H otshot roadste r 

Crosley 

" � ' lJ T 
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1 949-50 CD Four  two-door sedan and wagon 

cau s i n g  t rem endous serv ice woes . S i nce Cros ley h ad 
o n l y  recent ly  recovered from a rash of serv i ce d i ff i cu l ­
t ies w i th  i ts u n l amented sheetmetal en g i nes ,  t he  d i sc 
brake p rob lem was the l ast th i n g  dea lers wanted to hear 
about .  Convent ional d ru m  brakes were re i n st i tu ted for 
1 95 1 . 

Thou g h  the Cros ley roadster fai 'led to sel l ,  they were 
tremendous c l ass com pet i tors i n  rac i n g . R i g h t  off the 
showroom f loor ,  the l i tt l e  roadsters cou ld  do up to 90 
m p h .  The i r  h and l i n g ,  than ks  to sem i -e l l i pt i c -and-co i l ­
spr i n g  front suspens ion  w i th q u arter-e l l i pt i cs  at the 
rear ,  was outstand i n g .  The H otshot 's g reatest accom­
p l i sh m ent  was w i n n i n g  the I n dex of Perfo rmance at Se­
br i n g  i n  1 95 1  after a f i ne  show i n g  i n  the 1 2-hour  end u r­
ance race .  Buyers were not i m pressed , however ,  and 
Cros ley ended car prod u ct ion i n  m i d - 1 952 . The com­
pany merged w i th  General Ti re and R u bber ,  wh ich  
q u i c k l y  d i sposed of the  automotive bus i ness.  I n  al l ,  t he  
ventu re had cost Powel C ros ley about  $3  m i l l i on . 
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Crosley 

Crosley Specificat ions 

1 940 
Series 2A (wb 80.0)-422 bui l t  

sdn 2d 
Deluxe sdn 2d 
cony cpe 
covered wgn 2d 
wgn 2d 

1 940 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

L2 , 35.3 3.00 x 2. 50 1 2  

1 941  
Series CB41 (wb 80.0)-2,289 built 

sdn 2d 
Deluxe sdn 2d 
cony cpe 
covered wgn 2d 
wgn 2d 

1 941  Engine bore x stroke bhp 

l2 , 35.3 3.00 x 2 .50 1 2  

1 942 
Series C842 (wb 80.0)- 1 ,029 built 

sdn 2d 
Deluxe sdn 2d 
cony cpe 
wgn 2d 

1 942 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

L2 , 35.3 3.00 x 2 .50 7 .5  

1 946 
CC Four (wb 80.0) 

sdn 2d 
cony cpe 

1 946 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

l4, 44.0 2 .50 x 2.25 26.5 

1 947 
CC Four (wb 80.0) 

sdn 2d 
cony cpe 
wgn 2d 

1 947 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

l4, 44.0 2 .50 x 2.25 26.5 

1 948 
CC Four (wb 80.0) 

sdn 2d 
Sport Ut i l i ty sdn 2d 
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Wght Price Prod 

975 349 
975 359 
950 299 

1 , 1 25 399 
1 , 1 60 450 
ava i labi l ity 

S-all 

Wght Price Prod 

975 390 
975 400 
950 339 

1 , 1 25 44 1 
1 , 1 60 496 
availabil ity 

S-all 

Wght Price Prod 

975 468 
1 ,050 5 1 6  

975 4 1 3  
1 , 1 05 582 
availabil ity 

S-all 

Wght Price Prod 

1 , 1 45 905 4,987 
1 , 1 50 proto 1 2  
availabil ity 

S-al l ;  O-cast- iron block 

Wght Price Prod 

1 , 1 55 888 1 4,090 
1 , 1 50 949 4,005 
1 ,305 929 1 ,249 
availabil ity 

S-al l ;  O-cast-i ron block 

Wght 

1 ,280 
1 , 1 60 

Price Prod 

86i}--
799 2,750 

cony cpe 
wgn 2d 

1 948 Engine bore x stroke 

l4, 44.0 2 .50 x 2 .25 

1 949 
CD Four (wb 80.0 ;  rdstr-85.0) 

Deluxe sdn 2d 
cony cpe 
wgn 4d 
Hotshot rdstr 

1 949 Engine bore x stroke 

l4, 44.0 2.50 x 2 .25 

1 950 
CD Four (wb 80.0 ;  rdstr-85.0) 

sdn 2d 
Super sdn 2d 
cony cpe 
Super cony cpe 
wgn 2d 
Super wgn 2d 
Hotshot rdstr 
Super Sports rdstr 

1 950 Engine bore x stroke 

l4, 44.0 2 .50 x 2.25 

1 95 1  
CD Four (wb 80.0; rdstr-85.0) 

bus cpe 
Super sdn 2d 
wgn 2d 
Super wgn 2d 
Super cony cpe 
Hotshot rdstr 
Super Sports fdstr 

1 95 1  Engine bore x stroke 

l4, 44.0 2.50 x 2.25 

1 952 
CD Four (wb 80.0; rdstr-85.0) 

Standard bus cpe 
Super sdn 2d 
Standard wgn 2d 
Super wgn 2d 
Super cony cpe 
Hotshot rdstr 
Super Sports rdstr 

1 952 Engine bore x stroke 

l4, 44.0 2 .50 x 2 .25 

bhp 

26.5 

bhp 

26.5 

bhp 

26.5 

bhp 

26.5 

bhp 

25.5 

Wght Price Prod 

1 ,2 1 0  899 2,845 
1 ,305 929 23,489 
availabi lity 

S-al l ;  O-cast-iron block 

Wght Price Prod 

1 ,363 866 2 ,23 1  
1 ,320 866 645 
1 ,403 894 3,803 
1 , 1 75 849 752 
avai labi l ity 

S-al l ;  O-cast-iron block 

Wght Price Prod 

1 ,363 882 
1 ,363 951 -1 ,367 
1 ,320 882 478 1 ,320 95� 
1 ,403 9 1 6 
1 ,403 98� -- 4,205 
1 , 1 75 872 742 1 , 1 75 92� 
availabil ity 

S-all 

Wght 

1 ,355 
1 ,370 
1 ,002 
1 ,077 
1 ,035 
1 , 1 80 
1 , 1 80 

Price Prod 

1 ,033 1 ,077 94� 
1 ,420 9 500 1 ,450 ' 
1 ,3 1 0  391 

95D---
1 ,029 646 

availabil ity 

S-all 

Wght 

1 ,355 
1 ,400 
1 ,430 
1 ,480 
1 ,400 
1 ,240 
1 ,240 

Price Prod 

1 033 2 1 6  �H= 1 :002 1 355 1 ,077 ' 
1 ,035 1 46 

95n---
1 ,029 358 

avai labi l ity 

S-all 



DeSoto De Soto D iv is ion ,  C hrys l e r  Corp.  
Detro i t ,  M ich igan  

I n the ' 20s ,  when i t  seemed as  i f  p rosper i ty wou ld  
go  on  foreve r ,  auto manufactu rers l ooked u pon 

expan s ion  as  the natu ra l  way of l i fe .  From GM and 
C h rysler ,  new m akes pro l i ferated . G en era l  Motors 
bro u g h t  forth the M arquette , V i k i n g , and Po nt i ac ;  
C h rys ler  pu rc h ased Dodg e ,  t hen  created P l ymouth and 
DeSoto . 

As a lower-pr i ced a l ter n at ive to the b i g  C h rys ler  w i th  
more prest ige  than Dodg e, DeSoto fou n d  a market 
n ic he b ig  enou g h  to she lte r it from the Depress i o n ,  and 
moved sm art ly forward in the recovery years of 1 939-41 . 
From 1 935 ,  prod uct ion  kept i nc reas i n g , w i th a s l i g ht 
h i tc h  d u r i n g  the 1 938 recess ion . I n  1 94 1 , DeSoto D iv i ­
s ion  bu i l t n ear ly  90 ,000 cars ,  and  was r u n n i n g  a sol i d  
1 0th i n  the prod uct ion  race .  A l thou g h  i t  n ever rose q u i te 
that h i g h  afte r the war ,  DeSoto cont i n ued to contr i bute 
i ts sh are to C h rys le r ' s  profit p i ctu re in the l ate '40s . 

DeSoto genera l ly  fo l l owed C h rys ler  i n  sty l i n g  cyc les 
and eng i nee r i n g  i n novat i on s, and the '40s were no 
excepti o n .  I t  reta i ned the '41  body past 1 948 before the 
a l l -new postwar models  debuted i n  M arch 1 949 .  

Ever s i n ce 1 933,  DeSoto h ad used s i x-cy l i nder  

1 940 Custom coupe 

1 941 Studio rende r i n g  for postwar DeSoto sty l i n g  

powerp l ants exc l u s ive l y .  The 1 940 eng i n e was a cast­
i ron  l- head that deve loped 1 00 horsepower at 3600 
rpm ,  or 1 05 bhp  w i th h i g h-compress i o n  a l u m i n u m  
head . A stra ig htforward fo u r-ma i n - bear i n g  desi g n ,  i t  
emp l oyed a Carter carbu reto r a n d  Autol i te i g n i t i on .  
Deluxe and C u stom ser i es were offered on  two whee l ­
bases :  1 22 . 5  i n ches standard , and 1 39 . 5  for  l o n g  
sedans a n d  t h e  l i mou s i ne . A C u stom convert i b l e  and 
l i mous i ne  were a l so avai l ab le .  Among m i no r  styl i n g  de­
velopments for 1 940 were DeSoto ' s  f i rst sealed- beam 
head l amps, car r ied i n  the fen ders i n stead of freestand­
i ng as before .  Dash boards featu red warn i n g  l i g hts for 
low o i l p ressu re and d i sc h arge ,  l ow fue l ,  and excess ive 
w ate r tem perature .  L i ke C hrysle r ' s ,  DeSoto 's  speedo­
meter g rad u al l y  c h an g ed from g reen to red as speed i n ­
c reased . A l together ,  i t  was a convent ion a l  l i neup  w i t h  
l ess var iety t h a n  C h rys ler ,  a i med at a re l at ive ly sma l l 
seg ment of  the market .  

P rod uct i o n  soared with i n trod u ct ion  of the '41 s :  
good- l ook i n g  c ars with lower hoods and bolder front 
ends .  G r i l les featu red the prom i nent  vert ica l  " teeth " 
t h at wou ld  be a DeSoto h a l l mark th ro u g h  1 955 .  A I -

1 941 Custom fou r-door sedan 

1 942 Sky-V i ew tax icab 
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DeSoto 

1942 Custom convert ible coupe 

1948 Custom c lub coupe 

thou g h  the d iv is ion  had produced o n ly about 65 ,000 of 
the 1 940 mode ls ,  model year product ion reached near ly 
1 00 ,000 on the st rength of the new '4 1  l i ne .  

The standard-size cars lost an inch i n  whee l base , but  
were 5 .5  i nches longer  overal l than the '40 mode ls ,  as 
we l l  as wider  and lower .  For the f i rst t ime ,  DeSoto of­
fered Fl u id Dr ive, wh ich  g reat ly  si mp l i f ied gear chang­
i n g .  A new model was the C u stom Town Sedan , a for­
mal adaptat ion of the stand ard sedan with b l i nd rear 
roof quarters.  Th i s  very pretty car so ld  for about $50 
more than the standard C u stom fou r-door. DeSoto 
wooed the buyer with many opt ional extras, i nc l ud i ng  
a n  underseat heater,  pushbutton rad io ,  and stream l i ned 
fender sk i rts .  

One of the more i nteresti ng  model years was 1 942, 
when the d iv i s ion adopted " A i rfo i l "  h idden head l am ps .  
They rem ai ned "out  of  s ight ,  except at n i gh t . "  Wh i l e  
not a fi rst , they were the o n l y  h idden l amps i n  the i ndus­
try that year, and i mparted a c lean look to the front end.  
Des ig ners p laced the ent i re g r i l l e  on the lower ha l f  of 
the car's face. A scu l pted lady was i ntrod uced as a 
hood mascot, and stayed i nto 1 949 . 

Although  the 1 942 model l i ne was ident ical w i th 
1 941  's ,  there was a "squarer" l-head s ix .  Somewhat 
detu ned , it wou ld power al l DeSotos for the the rest of 
the decade.  Stroked s l i g h t ly ,  i t  wou ld cont i n ue in pro­
duct ion as the Powermaster S ix  th roug h  1 954-the l ast 
year for s ix-cy l i nder  mode ls . 
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1 946 Custom Subu rban e ight-passenger sedan 

1 949 Custom fou r-door sedan 

There wasn 't much t ime in 1 942 for spec ia ls  before 
c iv i l i an product ion ceased,  but DeSoto d id  manage  a 
p l u sh F i fth  Avenue  version of the C u stom Town Sed an . 
D i st i n g u i shed on the exter ior  o n l y  by a n amep l ate, i t  
sported a l ux u r i o u s  leather and Bedford c l oth i nter ior ,  
and so ld  for about $75 more than the  stand ard Town 
Sedan . Because produ ct ion was so low, 1 942 DeSotos 
are rare i ndeed . Fewer than 25,000 were b u i l t alto­
gether ,  with fewer than 1 000 of some sty les .  

When the d iv i s ion opened its doors ag a in  after Wor ld 
War I I , the model  l i neup  was cut ,  thoug h  the d r ivetra in  
and chass is  com b i n at ions  u sed for  '42 were retai ned.  
The lon g -wheel base Deluxe was d i scont i n ued , and a 
convert ib le  was su bst i tuted for the bus i ness cou pe i n  
the C u stom ser ies .  O n l y  th ree mode l s  rode t h e  long 
wheel base : a seven-passenger  sedan , a l i mous ine ,  and 
the i ntr i g u i n g  DeSoto Su bu rban . 

Des inged to p rov i de the u l t i mate i n  sty l i sh cargo 
h au l i ng for hote ls ,  a i rports, and we l l -hee led i nd iv i ­
d u al s, the  Subu rban featu red a fold-down rear seat 
without tru n k  part i t ion ,  prov i d i ng a h u g e  cargo ho ld .  A 
meta l-and-wood roof rac k  and beaut i fu l l y f i tted wooden 
i nter io r  pane ls  completed the package .  Not surpr is­
i ng ly ,  i t  was the most expensive model i n  the 1 946 
l i neup ,  l i st i n g  at nearly $ 1 00 more than the l i mous ine .  

The 1 947 and '48 mode ls  were l arge ly 1 946 carry­
overs. Ser ial n u m bers are the on ly  g u ide to model 
years. The '46 facel i ft h ad been m i l d :  fenders f lowed 



1950 Custom wood-tri m med fou r-door station  wagon 

1951 Custom Sportsman h a rdtop coupe 

i n to the front doors ,  the g r i l l e was heav ie r  and w ider ,  
med a l l i ons  and par k i n g  l i g hts were s h u ff led ,  and the 
rear fenders were deepened .  Horsepower was l i sted at 
1 09  for 1 946-48, down 6 bhp  from 1 942 .  Th i s  was n ot a 
res u lt of mec h a n i cal  alterat ions ,  j u st a new rat i n g  
method.  

DeSoto b u i l t 1 1 ,600 tax icabs in  1 946-48,  m ak i n g  t h i s  
t h e  f i fth most popu l ar model i n  i t s  l i ne .  Subu rban p ro­
d uct ion was a lso q u i te sat i sfactory :  7500 of the l ux­
u ri o u s  car rya l l s  were bu i l t  i n  the th ree-year per iod .  

For 1 949,  the l i n e  was com p lete ly  resty led,  as was the 
rest of C h rysler Corporat ion . Standard models  used a 
longer  wheel base, and DeSoto took on  the boxy, u p­
r i gh t  sty l i n g  typ ica l  of C h rysler  p rod u cts that year, 
wh ich  were conservat i ve compared to the i r  Ford and 
G M  compet i t ion .  The 236-c id  s i x  was con t i n ued wi th  
s l i g ht ly  more horsepower. F l u id Dr ive wi th  "T ip-Toe.hy­
d rau l i c  s h i ft "  became stand ard for C u stoms and a $ 1 2 1  
o pt ion  on  Deluxes.  The front end sported a vert i ca l -bar  
g ri l l e si m i l ar to that of the 1 942-48 desi g n .  The l ady 
m ascot was rep l aced by a bust of Hern ando DeSoto. 
L i ke a l l  proper hood ornaments of  those years, Her­
n ando g lowed b r i g ht ly  i n  the d ark .  

The 1 949s appeared in  M arch after a br ief r u n  of o ld ­
styl e  mode ls  to  f i l l  the g ap, and  featu red some i nter­
est i n g  new ut i l i ty veh i c l es .  DeSoto 's  Deluxe ser ies 
i nc l uded a new woody wagon pr iced at $2959 . M ore 
s i g n i fi cant was the a l l - steel Carry-A l l ,  s i m i l ar to the 

DeSoto 

1 952 F i redome fou r-door seda n  

1 953 F i redome eight-passenger seda n  

Subu rban but  on  the  stand ard whee l base. The C ar ry­
A l l ' s  rear seat fo lded down to prov ide  a l o n g  c argo bed . 

I n  the C u stom l i ne ,  the l ong -whee lbase Suburban 
was cont i n ued on  a c h ass i s  sh ared w i th  an e ig ht-pas­
sen ger  sed an . As before, the Subu rban prov ided g reat 
carg o  space and a rooftop l u g g age  rac k .  I t  was also f i t­
ted wi th  j u m p  seats, g iv i n g  it t rue n i ne-passe n g er 
capac ity .  

Of these th ree ut i l i ty mode ls ,  the C arry-A l l  poi nted 
the way of the futu re by h and i ly sel l i n g  2690 copies .  
Woody wagon produ ct ion  was on ly  680 ;  Subu rban o ut­
put ,  a mere 1 29 .  The woody cont i n ued o n l y  th ro u g h  
1 950 . Emphas i s was then p laced on  t h e  C arry-A l l . ' 

G enera l l y ,  1 949 h ad been  a spectac u lar  year for 
DeSoto . For the 1 949 model  year, i t  b u i l t  th ree t i mes as 
m any  C u stoms as Deluxes,  an i n d i cat ion  of buyer pref­
e rence for more l u xu r ious ,  h i g her-p r iced cars.  The d iv i ­
s i o n  bu i l t i ts f i rst V 8  i n  1 952 . But  produ ct ion  dec l i ned to 
bare ly  more th an a t r ick le by the end of the '50s.  Never­
the less ,  DeSoto h ad several g ood years d u r i n g  the de­
cade. By  the start of 1 959, there was l i tt l e  i nd i cat ion  the 
m ake wou l d  be ph ased out  w i th i n  24 months .  

I n  ear ly  1 950s, DeSoto st i l l  h ad s i x-cyl i �der cars 
w i th en g i nes w i th u p  to 250 . 6 c i d .They were st i l l  l-heads, 
p rovi d i n g  up to 1 1 6 bhp fo r two ser ies .  The Deluxe was 
ut i l i tar i an ,  wh i l e the C u stom offered hardtops ,  convert i ­
b les,  and  long-wheel base sed ans .  The  1 950 model  was 
boxy- look i n g ,  wear i n g  more c hrome u p  front  t h an per-
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haps any other C h rysler prod uct .  Sty l i st V i rg i l  Exner 
brought  in a somewhat s leeker sty le for ' 5 1 . 

For 1 952, DeSoto i n trod uced i ts vers ion of the 
hemi spher ica l -head V8 , the 276 . 1 -c i d  Fi redome.  Based 
on the l arger Chrys ler  Hem i ,  it deve loped 1 60 bhp  at 
4400 rpm,  and put  DeSoto f i rm ly  i n  the horsepower 
race . Immed i ate ly ,  Fi redome E i g hts accoun ted for 
near ly 50,000 sales. The s i x-cyl i nder  C u stom an d 
Deluxe series were combi ned i n  1 953 as the Power­
maste r S ix ,  but sales d i d n ' t fare as we l l  as the e i g ht­
cyl i nder mode ls .  By the end of 1 953, F i redomes were 
outse l l i n g Powerm asters by a marg i n  of two to one .  
Both ser ies i n c l uded Sportsman h ardtops.  

Model  year 1 954 marked the debut of PowerFl i te two­
speed automat ic  transm i ss ion . Throu g h  that year, 
DeSotos came w ith th ree-speed man u al transmiss ion 
stand ard.  F lu id  Dr ive was the major  gearbox opt ion  at 
$ 1 30 , fol lowed by overdr ive at $96 . That year a lso 
marked the end of the Powermaster and the long­
wheel base sed ans .  Two br i l l i ant ly  en g i neered , good­
look i ng 1 955 ser ies,  the F i redome and the new top-of­
the- l i ne F i refl i te ,  c ame w i th a 29 1 -c id  V8. With i ts 

1954 F i redome convertible 

1 955 F i refl i te fou r-door sedan 

1 28 

attractive two-tone co lor  schemes, " g u l l w i n g "  d ash ,  
and h i g h ly ch romed f ront  end ,  the '55 was j u st in  t i me 
to save the d iv i s ion  temporar i l y .  Sales h ad been very 
poor in 1 954-a n i g htmare period for a l l  of Ch rys ler 
Corporat ion . 

No '55 Chrysler prod uct was rea l l y  sed ate i n  appear­
ance,  but DeSotos were poss i b ly  the most g l i ttery of al l .  
They appealed to buyers and so ld  wel l ,  putt i n g  the d iv i ­
s i o n  over t h e  1 00 ,000 mark .  T h e  F i redome ser ies of­
fered a cheap Spec i a l ' hardtop at $1 1 0  l ess than the 
Spo rtsm an ; the Coron ado sedan led the F i ref l i te ser ies 
at a $1 00 prem i u m  over the $2800 stand ard sed an . The 
Coro n ado i s  a m i n or  co l lector 's i tem today.  I t  i s  s i g n i f i ­
cant  because i t  bro u g ht us one of  the  f i rst th ree-tone  
pa in t  j obs-turquo ise ,  b lack ,  and  wh i te .  

Horsepower went up  to 230 and 255 bhp for 1 956 . The 
teeth were yanked out  of the g ri l le ,  repl aced wi th a w i re 
m es h .  U n read a b l e  g o l d - o n -w h i te i n st r u m e n t s  ap­
peared , and DeSotos g rew ta i l f i ns  as d id other C h rysler 
l i nes.  General ly ,  t h i s  face l i tt produced q uest ionab le  re-

continued on page 145 

Adventurer I show car by Gh ia ,  1 954 

1955 F i refl i te converti ble 



1940 Bu ick Series 60 Century Sport Phaeto n 
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1941  Packard One Twenty c lub coupe 
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1940 LaSa l l e  Ser ies 50 four-door sedan 
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1942 Chrysler Town & Country four·door station wagon 

-, 

1946 Ch rysl er Town & Cou ntr four·door sedan 



1 946 Ford Su er  De Luxe fou r-door stat ion wa on 
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1950 Ford Custom convert ible 



195 1  Ka iser  Dragon fou r-door sedan 

Th i rd E xcal ibur  prototy pe rac i n g  car 1953-54 
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1953 Studeba ker Commander  Star l ight  coupe 

1 954 Mercury Monterey Sun Val l ey h a rdtop coupe 

1 4 1 



1954 H udson Super Wasp Hol lywood ha rdtop coupe 
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1955 Ford Thu nderbi rd two-seat convert i ble  
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L 1955 Chevrolet Bel  A i r  ha rdto cou e 
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1955 F i refl i te Sportsman h a rdtop coupe 

continued from page 128 

su its .  A h i g h l i g h t ,  however was the new l i m i ted-ed i t ion  
Adventu rer ,  a g o ld-bedecked two-door  h ardtop su per­
car. Equ i pped wi th  a 341 -c i d ,  320-bhp  V8 , it was part of 
the w i l d  perfo rman ce asso rtment that a lso i n c l uded the 
C h rys ler  300B ,  P lymouth Fu ry,  and Dodge  0-500 . 

One other i ntrod u ct ion  for ' 56 was DeSoto ' s  fi rst fou r­
door h ardtop .  The Fi redome version  was ca l led Sev i l le ,  
and appeared j u st as Cad i l l ac was adopt i n g  that name 

1 957 F i refl i te Sportsman h a rdtop sedan 

1957 Adventurer ha rdtop coupe 

1 957 F i refl i te Sportsman hardtop coupe 

DeSoto 

1 956 Adventu rer hardtop coupe 

for its two-door  E ldorado h ardtop .  No lega l  entan g le­
ments deve l oped . 

DeSoto fared ext remely  wel l i n  1 956, w h i l e  other 
C h rys ler  d iv i s ions  suffered extens ive prod u ct ion  c ut­
backs .  And 1 957 p roved to be another successfu l year.  
A low-cost F i resweep ser i es on the 1 22- i nch  Dodge 
wheel base jo i ned the two upper l i nes i n  a l ast effort to 
extend DeSoto 's  market terr i tory . I t  he l ped ; customers 
cou ld buy a F i resweep fo r o n l y  ,$2777 (the cheapest 
F i redome was $2958 ) ,  and there was a fu l l  l i ne  of 

1 957 F i refl i te Shopper s ix-passenger stati on wagon 

1 957 F i redome fou r-door sedan 
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sed ans,  hardtops,  and wagons to choose from . 
I n  1 957 ,  DeSoto came as near as i t  ever d i d  to passi ng  

C h rys le r  i n  product ion ,  end i n g  u p  l ess than 8000 un i ts 
beh i n d .  The '57s were b i g ,  heavy , powerfu l cars .  The 
two upper ser ies used a V8 wi th  up  to 290 bhp.  The F i  re­
sweep eng ine  was more conservat ive, prod u c i n g  about 
260 bhp. An Adve ntu rer soft-top now made i ts debut ,  of­
fe r i n g  345 bhp .  

Of  a l l  the Exner f i nned fan tas ies that arr ived that year, 
DeSoto was the c leanest . Smooth rear pane ls ,  att ract ive 
ta i l l i g hts ,  s imp le  but p leasant s ide mo l d i n gs ,  and a 
front bumper u n ique to the d iv i s ion  a l l  he lped g ive the 
'57  OeSotos f i rst-rate styl i n g .  Yet , as good as they 
looked , the d iv i s ion  wou ld  not be ab le to su rv ive on 
looks alone. From a prod uct ion level of 1 1 8 ,000 un i ts i n  
ca lendar year 1 957 ,  DeSoto fe l l  to 50 ,000 the fo l low i n g  
year-the d iv i s ion ' s  lowest output s i nce 1 938 . T h e  re­
cessi on ,  a reputat ion  for poo r qual i ty ,  and u nwise mar­
ket i ng  dec i s ions a l l  contr i buted to the downward spi ra l . 

The 1 958 models  were basi ca l l y  the same as the '57s, 
except for a m i ld face l i ft .  The g r i l l e became busier ,  and 
al l  mode ls  came w i th  fou r  l i g hts .  (As of 1 957 ,  some 
st ates st i l l  had not leg al i zed " q u ad r i l i g h ts, " so DeSoto 
front fenders had been des ig ned to accept e i ther  one o r  
two head l amps . )  Wagons and Sportsman hardtops pro­
l i ferated a long w i th  fou r-door sed ans ;  no  fewer t h an 
fou r  convert i b les were offered . The Adventurer  ragtop 
was the most expens ive DeSoto i n  h i story, thou g h  
C h rys le r ' s  correspond i n g  3000 convert i b l e  cost $ 1 300 
more. 

As ever ,  OeSotos were ext reme ly q u i c k .  Fast-Sh i ft i n g  
TorqueF l i te automat i c  tran smiss ion a n d  tors ion -bar 
su spension made them amon g  the most roadworthy 
cars as we l l .  A DeSoto F i redome with Tu rbofl ash V8 
and the opt ion al 305-bhp setup  cou ld  acce lerate from 0 
to 60 i n  7 . 7  seconds,  to 80 mph i n  1 3 . 5  seconds ,  and 
cou l d  reach 1 1 5 mph with l i tt l e  strai n .  

DeSoto said i ts tower i n g  ta i l f i ns  o f  1 957-61 " added 
stab i l i ty at speed , "  but th i s  was advert i s i ng  pro­
pag anda.  Although  they d i d  l i tt l e  from an aerodynam i c  
standpo in t  u nder 80 mph ,  they d i d  make the c ars look 
d ramat ica l l y  d i fferent from the oppos i t ion . The tai l f i ns  
reached the i r he ight  i n  1 959 , the  year that marked the 
beg i n n i n g  of the end .  

DeSoto h ad jo i ned the corporate sw i tch to  wedge­
head eng i nes i n  '58 .  For 1 959 , F i resweeps used the 361 -
c id  un i t ,  and other models got the more potent 383 . 
M ax i m u m  horsepower-stan dard on the Adventu rer­
was 350 bhp at 5000 rpm . The wedge-heads g ave away 
l i tt le to the Hemis i n  accelerat ion . As before, there was a 
w ide cho ice of hardtops, wagons ,  sed ans ,  and conver­
t i b les .  The Adventurer  became a reg u l ar ser ies,  and 
sales i m proved s l i g ht ly .  But it was hard ly  the k i nd of 
vo l u me that had susta ined DeSoto earl i er i n  the 
decade. 

DeSoto show cars in the '50s vied with th ose of the 
C h rys le r  labe l . They were bu i l t mai n ly by G h i a  of I ta ly to 
Exner 's des igns .  Adventurer I was the f i rst ,  part of Ex­
ner 's  ear ly ser ies that beg an w i th  the 1 95 1  C h rys ler  
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1 958 F i refl i te converti ble 

1 959 F i redome Sportsman hardtop sedan 

Ce l l a  I show car of 1 959 

K-3 1 0 . Bu i l t i n  1 954 , the Adventu rer I rode a shortened 
1 1 1 - i nch wheel base, and accommodated fou r  passen­
gers. I ts off-wh ite coupe body was f i tted w i th  outs ide 
exhausts,  w i re wheels ,  and fu l l  i n strumentat ion .  I t  came 
c loser to prod uct ion than any other Ex ner spec i a l .  " H ad 
i t  been mass-prod uced , "  Ex ner sa id ,  " i t  wou ld  h ave 
been the f i rst fou r-passenger  sports c ar made in th i s  
cou ntry. I t  was better than a two-p l us-two, and  of 
cou rse it had the DeSoto Hem i .  It was my favor i te car . "  



1959 F i refl i te Sportsma n ha rdtop coupe 

1960 Adventurer ha rdtop coupe 

1 961 ha rdtop seda n 

1961 ha rdtop cou pe 

Adventu rer I I  fo l lowed i n  1 955. Th i s  stan dard-whee l ­
base , fou r-passenger  coupe was des i g ned more by 
G h i a' s  craftsmen than Exner .  It was pai nted deep red , 
was fi tted w i th w i re whee ls ,  and had no b u m per .  Adven­
tu rer I I  l ac ked the s leek  i n teg rated styl i n g  of i ts 
predecesso r and was not ser ious ly  cons idered for 
prod u ct ion . 

DeSoto was d i scont i n ued i n  1 96 1  after 33 years of 
p roduct ion . I ts dem i se was h astened by a change i n  

DeSoto 

C h rys le r ' s  market i n g  approac h .  I n  the past there h ad 
been th ree types of dea lers :  C h rys ler-P lymouth ,  
DeSoto- Plymouth , and Dodge- P l ymouth . The advent  of  
I m per i a l  as a separate make i n  1 955 prom pted Ch rys ler 
D iv i s ion  to concentrate on the lower end of i ts market ,  
w h i l e  l arger and more l u x u r i o u s  Dodge  mode ls  i n ­
c reased that d iv i s ion ' s  spread u pward . Both C hrys ler 
and Dod ge ate i n to DeSoto 's  terr i to ry .  R u mors of 
DeSoto ' s  i m m i nent dem i se were heard as ear ly  as 1 959, 
and they natu ral ly  affected sa les .  

The stat i st ics were o m i no u s .  A l th o u g h  1 959 c alendar 
year prod uct i on h ad i n c reased s l i g h t ly  from 1 958 , the 
vo l u me for  both years was less than ha l f  that of 1 957 ,  
when DeSoto b u i  I t  near ly  1 20 ,000 c ars .  The d iv i s ion  
was in  the same k i n d of tro u b l e  as  m any other  m i d d l e­
pr i ced cars,  i nc l u d i n g  O l dsmobi le ,  B u i c k ,  and M ercu ry .  
Bu t  those r i val s had h i g he r  vo lume and co u ld stan d to  
lose more money .  Fu rthermore,  a l l  of them h ad smal ler  
models  ready fo r i n troduct ion  in  1 96 1 . A l though 
DeSoto 's  1 962 p l ans i nc l uded downs i zed standard 
mode ls ,  there was no prog ram for a com pact .  

I n i t i a l l y ,  r u m o rs of  DeSoto ' s  term i n at i o n  were 
stro n g l y  den i ed ,  and i n  1 959 a ce lebrat ion  was he ld  to 
mark the d iv i s i o n ' s  two-m i l l ionth  car .  Press releases 
noted there were al most a m i l l i on  DeSotos st i l l  reg i s­
tered . The d iv i s ion  annou nced $25 m i l l i on  wou l d be i n ­
vested i n  the en g i neer i n g  an d sty l i n g  o f  futu re cars,  $7 
m i l l i o n  of wh ich  wou ld be earmarked for the 1 960 
mode ls .  Offi c i al s  said comm i tments h ad been m ade for 
1 96 1 , an d work on the 1 962-63 l i ne was in the develop­
ment stag e .  I t  was al so po i n ted out  that C h rys ler  h ad 
reg u l ar ly  m ade a prof it  on DeSoto . 

I n  1 960 , however ,  C h rys ler  merged DeSoto and P lym­
outh i n to one d iv i s i o n ,  w i th  Val i ant as an osten s i b ly  
separate make .  Val i ant  d id very we l l  and P lymouth d i d  
fai r ly  wel l ,  but DeSoto fared poor ly .  D u r i n g  the f i rst two 
months of 1 960 , sales tota led 4746, or 0 . 5 1  percent of 
the i n d u stry total . Th i s  was down cons iderably f rom the 
f i rst two months of 1 959 , when the fi g u res were 6 1 34 
u n i ts and 0 . 72 percent .  By the end of 1 960, p l ans  for the 
restyled 1 962 mode l s  h ad been shelved , and the ' 6 1  
DeSotos, an nou nced i n  October ,  were taken off the 
market .  Some DeSoto- P lymouth dealers became 
C h rys ler- P lymouth agenc ies ,  much to the chag r i n  of 
ex i st i n g  C h rys ler-P lymouth dealers nearby.  

For 1 960, the DeSoto l i ne was redu ced to two ser ies,  
eac h with three body sty les : sedan , h ardtop sed an , and 
h ardtop cou pe .  The Adventu re r  took the p l ace of the 
F i ref l i te ,  thou g h  i ts pr ice was a few h u n d red do l l ars less 
than the '59 Fi ref l i te .  The F i refl i te was moved down i n to 
the $3000 area former ly occu p ied by the Fi resweep, 
w h i c h  was e l i m i n ated a long w i th the m i d- l i ne F i re­
dome.  Stat ion  wag o n s  and convert i b les were a lso 
d ropped . The most popu lar DeSoto was the F i ref l i te 
sed an,  product ion  of wh ich  fai led to exceed 1 0,000 . 

A l l  models rode the 1 22- i nch  wheel base sh ared w i th 
Ch rys ler ,  and ad opted the company 's  " u n i body" con­
st ru ct i o n ,  new that year. Adventu rers used the C h rysler 
383-c i d  V8 with the same com press ion , but  305 bhp at 
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4600 rpm . Automat i c  t ransm i ss ion ,  e i ther PowerFl i te or  
TorqueFl i te ,  was opt i o n al on the Fi ref l i te .  Styl i n g fea­
tu red a b l u n t ,  t rapezo ida l  g r i l l e  s i m i lar to Chrys ler 's ,  
composed of  sma l l  hor i zonta l  bars and car r ied over a 
huge, cu rved bu mper w i th  rubber-c apped bumper 
g u ards .  F i ns  were as h i g h  as they'd ever been ,  an d 
g l ass area was huge .  Performance was med i ocre. The 
Adven turer 's  spec i f i cat ion  dup l i cated the Chrys le r  
Wi n dsor ' s ; t he  Fi ref l i te 's  V8 was bo r rowed from Dodge .  
I n  a drag race, an  Adventurer cou ld  stay w i th  a Wind­
so r, but wou l d  lose to  a Saratog a or  the l i gh ter 383 
Dodge Phoen i x .  

The '61  DeSoto' s br ief appearance resu l ted i n  very 

De Soto Specificat ions 

1 940 
5-75 Deluxe (wb 1 22.5;  7P-1 39.5) Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3,001 845 3,650 
cpe, A/S 3,026 905 2,098 
sdn 2d 3,066 905 7,072 
sdn 4d 3,086 945 1 8,666 
sdn 4d, 7P 3,490 1 , 1 75 1 42 

S-7C Custom (wb 1 22.5;  7P-1 39.5) 

bus cpe 3,024 885 1 ,898 
cpe, A/S 3,044 945 2,234 
cony cpe 3,329 1 ,095 1 ,085 
sdn 2d 3,084 945 3, 1 09 
sdn 4d 3, 1 04 985 25,22 1  
sdn 4d, 7P  3 ,490 1 ,2 1 5 206 
l imo 7P 3,550 1 ,290 34 
chassis 52 

1 940 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 228 . 1  3 .38 x 4 .25 1 00 S-all 
L6, 228 . 1  3 .38 x 4.25 1 05 O-all 

1 941 
5-85 Deluxe (wb 1 21 .5 ;  7P-1 39.5) Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3 , 1 34 945 4,449 
club cpe 3,2 1 9  1 ,025 5,603 
sdn 2d 3,224 1 ,008 9,228 
sdn 4d 3,254 1 ,035 26,41 7 
sdn 4d, 7P 3,629 1 ,270 1 01 

S-8C Custom (wb 1 21 .5;  7P-1 39.5) 

bus cpe 3, 1 44 982 2,033 
club cpe 3,239 1 ,080 6,726 
cony cpe 3,494 1 ,240 2,937 
brougham 2d 3,264 1 ,060 4,609 
sdn 4d 3,269 1 ,085 30,876 
town sdn 3,329 1 , 1 33 4,362 
sdn 4d, 7P 3,649 1 ,3 1 0  1 20 
l imo 7P 3,700 1 ,390 35 
chassis 1 
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low prod uct ion f i g u res.  No ser ies n ames were used ; the 
cars were s imply " DeSotos . " The fou r-door p i l l ared 
sed an was e l i m i n ated . P u b l i c i ty concentrated on the 
desi g n ' s  i n d i v i d u al i ty .  Odd m i g ht be a more apt de­
scr i pt ion . The front d i sp layed a cu r ious  doub le  g r i l l e 
f l an ked by d i agona l l y  stacked head l i gh ts .  A l at t ice- l i ke 
lowe r g r i l l e was topped by a l arge ,  b l u n t  oval bear i n g  
t h e  n ame DeSoto i n  sty l i zed letters agai nst a f ine  mesh.  
Prod uct i o n  tapered off  by Chr i stmas 1 960, after w h i ch 
the few ex i st i n g  o rders were f i l led most ly w i th  Ch rysler  
Wi ndsors .  I t  was a sad f i n a le for  a m arque t h at had 
bro u g ht cons i derable prest i ge  and prof i ts to Ch rys ler 
for more than th ree decades . 

1 941  Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 228. 1 3 .38 x 4 .25 1 05 S-all 

1 942 
5-1 05 Deluxe (wb 1 21 .5;  7P-1 39.5) Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3, 1 90 1 ,0 1 0  469 
club cpe 3,270 1 ,092 1 ,968 
cony cpe 3,500 1 ,250 79 
sdn 2d 3,270 1 ,075 1 ,781 
sdn 4d 3,3 1 5  1 , 1 03 6,463 
town sdn 3,335 1 , 1 47 291 
sdn 4d, 7P 3,705 1 ,455 49 

S-1 0C Custom (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  7P-1 39.5) 

bus cpe 3,205 1 ,046 1 20 
club cpe 3,270 1 , 1 42 2,236 
cony cpe 3,5 1 0  1 ,3 1 7  489 
sdn 2d 3,305 1 , 1 42 9 1 3  
sdn 4d 3,330 1 , 1 52 7,974 
town sdn 3,365 1 , 1 96 1 ,084 
sdn 4d, 7P 3 ,725 1 ,504 79 
l imo 7P 3,820 1 ,580 20 

1 942 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 236 .6 3 .44 x 4 .25 1 1 5  S-all 

1 946 
S-l l S Deluxe (wb 1 2 1 .5)" Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3,302 1 ,331 
club cpe 3,392 1 ,451 
sdn 2d 3,397 1 ,426 
sdn 4d 3,427 1 ,461 

S-l l C Custom (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  7-8P-1 39.5)* 

club cpe 3,378 1 ,501 
cony cpe 3,6 1 8  1 ,761 
sdn 2d 3,423 1 ,491 
sdn 4d 3,433 1 ,5 1 1 
sdn 4d, 7P 3,837 1 ,893 



Wgh t  Pr ice Prod 

I imo 8P 3,937 2,0 1 3  
Suburban sdn 4d, 8P 4 ,0 1 2  2,093 

1 946 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 236.6 3 .44 x 4 .25 1 09 S-al l 

1 947 
S-1 1 S DeLuxe (wb 1 21 .5)* Wg ht Price Prod 

bus cpe 3,323 1 ,451 
club cpe 3,4 1 3  1 ,541 
sdn 2d 3 ,4 1 8  1 ,5 1 6 
sdn 4d 3,448 1 ,551 

S-1 1 C Custom (wb 1 21 .5 ;  7-8P-1 39.5)* 

club cpe 3,398 1 ,591 
conv cpe 3,61 8 1 ,965 
sdn 2d 3,443 1 ,581 
sdn 4d 3,453 1 ,601 
sdn 4d, 7P 3,837 1 ,983 
l imo 7P 3,995 2,0 1 3  
Suburban sdn 4d, 8P 4 ,0 1 2 2,283 

1 947 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 236.6 3 .44 x 4 .25 1 09 S-all 

1 948 
S-1 1 S Deluxe (wb 1 21 .5)* Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3,285 1 ,699 
club cpe 3 ,385 1 ,8 1 5  
sdn 2d 3,375 1 ,788 
sdn 4d 3,435 1 ,825 

S-1 1 C  Custom (wb 1 21 .5 ;  7-9P-1 39.5)* 

club cpe 3 ,389 1 ,874 
conv cpe 3,599 2,296 
sdn 2d 3,399 1 ,860 
sdn 4d 3,439 1 ,892 
sdn 4d, 7P 3,8 1 9  2,3 1 5  
l imo 7P 3,995 2,442 
Suburban sdn 4d , 9P 3,974 2 ,631 

1 948 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 236.6  3 .44 x 4.25 1 09 S-al l  

1 949 Fi rst Series 
S-1 1 S Deluxe (wb 1 21 .5)* Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3,285 1 ,699 
club cpe 3,385 1 ,8 1 5 
sdn 2d 3,375 1 ,788 
sdn 4d 3,435 1 ,825 

S-1 1 C Custom (wb 1 2 1 .5 ;  7 -9P-1 39.5)* 

club cpe 3,389 1 ,874 
conv cpe 3,599 2,296 
sdn 2d 3,399 1 ,860 
sdn 4d 3,439 1 ,892 
sdn 4d, 7P 3 ,81 9 2,3 1 5  
limo 7P 3,995 2,442 
Suburban 4d, 9P 3 ,974 2,631 

1 949( 1 )  Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 236.6 3 .44 x 4.25 1 09 S-all 
• Factory combined production figures for 1 946 through 1 949 First Series. 

DeSoto 

Combi ned 1 946- 1 949 Fi rst Series Prod u ction : 
S-1 1 S Deluxe (wb 1 21 .5) 

bus cpe 
club cpe 
sdn 2d 
sdn 4d 

S-1 1 C  Custom (wb 1 21 .5 ;  7-9P-1 39.5) 

club cpe 
conv cpe 
sdn 2d 
sdn 4d 
sdn 4d, 7P 
l imo 7P 
Suburban 4d, 8-9P 
chassis 

1 949 Second Series 
S-1 3-1 Deluxe (wb 1 25.5) 

club cpe 
sdn 4d 
Carry-All sdn 4d, 6P 
wgn 4d, 9P 

S-1 3-2 Custom (wb 1 25.5 ;  8-9P-1 39.5) 

club cpe 
conv cpe 
sdn 4d 
sdn 4d, 8P 
Suburban 4d ,  9P 

1 949(2) Engine bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 236.6 3 .44 x 4.25 1 1 2 

1 950 
S-1 4-1 Deluxe (wb 1 25.5;  8P-1 39.5) 

club cpe 
sdn 4d 
Carry-All sdn 4d , 5P 
sdn 4d, 8P 
chassis 

S-1 4-2 Custom (wb 1 25.5;  8-9P-1 39.5) 

club cpe 
Sportsman htp cpe 
conv cpe 
sdn 4d 
wgn 4d (wood) 
wgn 4d (steel) 
sdn 4d, 8P 
Suburban 4d, 9P 
chassis 

1 950 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 236 .6  3 .44 x 4.25 1 1 2 

1 95 1  
S-1 5- 1  Deluxe (wb 1 25.5 ;  8P-1 39.5)* 

club cpe 
sdn 4d 
Carry-All sdn 4d 
sdn 4d, 8P 

. Wght Price 

3,455 1 ,976 
3 ,520 1 ,986 
3,565 2, 1 91 
3,9 1 5  2,959 

3,585 2 , 1 56 
3 ,785 2,578 
3,645 2 , 1 74 
4 ,200 2,863 
4 ,4 1 0 3, 1 79 
avai labi l ity 

S-all 

Wght Price 

3,450 1 ,976 
3,525 1 ,986 
3 ,600 2 , 1 9 1  
3 ,995 2 ,676 . 

3 ,575 2 , 1 56 
3 ,735 2,489 
3 ,8 1 5  2,578 
3,640 2 , 1 74 
4,035 3,093 
3,900 2,71 7 
4 , 1 1 5  2,863 
4 ,400 3 , 1 79 

avai labi l ity 

S-all 

Wght Price 

3,475 2,2 1 5  
3,570 2,227 
3 ,685 2,457 
4 ,045 3 ,001 

Prod 

1 ,950 
8,580 

1 2 ,751 
32 ,2 1 3  

38,720 
8, 1 00 
1 ,600 

1 26 ,226 
3,530 

1 20 
7 ,500 

1 05 

Prod 

6,807 
1 3 , 1 48 
2,690 

680 

1 8,431 
3,385 

48,589 
342 
1 29 

Prod 

1 0,704 
1 8,489 
3 ,900 

235 
1 

1 8 ,302 
4,600 
2 ,900 

72,664 
600 
1 00 
734 
623 

2 

Prod 

1 49 



DeSoto 

S-1 5-2 Custom (wb 1 25 .5 ;  8-9P-1 39.5)* Wght Price Prod 

club cpe 3,585 2,4 1 8  
Sportsman htp cpe 3,760 2 ,761 
conv cpe 2,862 2 ,840 
sdn 4d 3,685 2,438 
wgn 4d 3,960 3,047 
sdn 4d, 8P 4, 1 22 2,21 1 
Suburban 4d, 9P 4,395 3,566 

1 951  Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity 

L6, 250 .6  3 .44 x 4 .50 1 1 6 S-all 

1 952 
S-1 5-1 Deluxe (wb 1 25.5;  8P-1 39.5)* Wght Price Prod 

club cpe 3,435 2 ,31 9 
sdn 4d 3,540 2 ,333 
Carry-All sdn 4d 3,650 2 ,572 
sdn 4d, 8P 4,035 3, 1 42 

S-1 5-2 Custom (wb 1 25.5;  8-9P-1 39.5)* 

club cpe 3,565 2,53 1  
Sportsman htp cpe 3,720 2,890 
conv cpe 3,865 2,996 
sdn 4d 3,660 2,552 
wgn 4d 4 ,020 3, 1 89 
sdn 4d, 8P 4, 1 55 3,362 
Suburban 4d, 9P 4,370 3,734 

S-1 7  Firedome (wb 1 25.5;  8P-1 39.5) 

club cpe 3,675 2 ,7 1 8  5,699 
Sportsman htp cpe 3,850 3,078 3,000 
conv cpe 3,950 3 , 1 83 850 
sdn 4d 3,760 2 ,740 35,651 
wgn 4d 4,080 3,377 550 
sdn 4d , 8P 4,325 3,547 50 

1 952 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 250.6 3.44 x 4.50 1 1 6 S-Deluxe, Custom 
V8, 276 . 1  3 .63 x 3.34 1 60 S-Firedome 
'Factory combined 1 95 1 - 1 952 Deluxe and Custom production figures. 

1 951 - 1 952 Del uxe and Custom Production : 
S-1 5-1 Deluxe (wb 1 25.5;  8P-1 39.5) 

club cpe 
sdn 4d 
Carry-All sdn 4d 
sdn 4d, 8P 

S-1 5-2 Custom (wb 1 25.5 ;  8-9P-1 39.5) 

1 953 

club cpe 
Sportsman htp cpe 
conv cpe 
sdn 4d 
wgn 4d 
sdn 4d, 8P 
Suburban 4d, 9P 

S-1 8  Powermaster (wb 1 25.5 ;  8P-1 39.5) 

club cpe 
Sportsman htp cpe 
sdn 4d 
wgn 4d 
sdn 4d, 8P 

1 50 

Wght Price 

3,480 2 ,334 
3,585 2 ,604 
3,535 2,356 
3,845 3,078 
4,080 3,251 

Prod 

6, 1 00 
1 3 ,506 

1 ,700 
343 

1 9,000 
8,750 
3,950 

88,491 
1 ,440 

769 
600 

Prod 

8,063 
1 ,470 

33,644 
500 
225 

S- 1 6  Fi redome (wb 1 25.5;  8P-1 39.5) 

club cpe 
Sportsman htp cpe 
conv cpe 
sdn 4d 
wgn 4d 
sdn 4d, 8P 

1 953 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 250.6 3.44 x 4 .50 1 1 6 
V8, 276. 1 3 .63 ..< 3.34 1 60 

1 954 
S-20 Powermaster (wb 1 25.5;  8P-1 39.5) 

club cpe 
Sportsman htp cpe (discont'd . )  
sdn 4d 
wgn 4d 
sdn 4d, 8P 

S-1 9  Fi redome (wb 1 25 .5 ;  8P-1 39.5) 

club cpe 
Sportsman htp cpe 
conv cpe 
sdn 4d 
wgn 4d 
sdn 4d, 8P 
chassis 

1 954 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 250.6 3 .44 x 4.50 1 1 6 
V8, 276 . 1  3 .63 x 3 .34 1 70 

1 955 
S-22 Firedome (wb 1 26.0) 

Special htp cpe 
Sportsman hlp cpe 
conv cpe 
sdn 4d 
wgn 4d 

S-21 Fireflite (wb 1 26.0) 

Sportsman htp cpe 
conv cpe 
sdn 4d ( inc.  Coronado) 

1 955 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 29 1 .0 3 .72 x 3 .34 1 85 
V8, 291 .0  3 .72 x 3.34 200 

1 956 
S-23 Firedome (wb 1 26.0) 

Sevil le htp cpe 
Sevil le htp sdn 
Sportsman hlp cpe 
Sportsman htp sdn 
conv cpe 
sdn 4d 
wgn 4d 

S-24 Fi reflite (wb 1 26.0) 

Sportsman htp cpe 
Sportsman htp sdn 
conv cpe 
Pacesetter conv cpe 

Wght Price Prod 

3,655 2,622 1 4,59 1 
3,740 2 ,893 4,700 
3,990 3 , 1 1 4  1 ,700 
3,720 2 ,643 64 ,2 1 1 
3 ,995 3,35 1 1 , 1 00 
4,270 3,529 200 
ava i labi l ity 

S-Powermaster 
S-Firedome 

Wght Price Prod 

3,505 2,364 3 ,499 
3,590 2 ,635 250 
3 ,570 2 ,386 1 4,967 
3,855 3, 1 08 225 
4 , 1 00 2,381 263 

3,735 2,652 5 ,762 
3 ,81 5 2,923 4,382 
4,01 5 3, 1 44 1 ,025 
3,790 2 ,673 45,095 
4 ,045 3,38 1 946 
4,305 3, 559 1 65 

1 
availabil ity 

S-Powermaster 
S-Firedome 

Wght Price Prod 

3,801 
3,805 

2 ,54 D-- 28 944 2,654 ' 
4,0 1 0  2,824 625 
3,870 2 ,498 46,388 
4, 1 85 3 , 1 70 1 ,083 

3,890 2 ,939 1 0,31 3  
4, 1 1 5  3, 1 5 1 775 
3,940 2 ,727 26,637 
avai labi l ity 

S-Firedome 
S-Fireflite 

Wght Price Prod 

3,800 3,734 1 9, 1 36 
3,920 2 ,833 4,030 
3,835 2,854 4,589 
3,945 2 ,953 1 ,645 
4,080 3,081 646 
3,780 2,678 44,909 
4,095 3,37 1 2 ,950 

3,905 3,346 8,475 
3,970 3,431 3,350 
4,075 3,544 1 ,385* 
4,070 3,61 5 1 00' 



Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 3,860 3, 1 1 9 1 8,207 
Adventurer htp cpe 3,870 3 .728 996 

' Estimated ; total cony cpes 1 ,485. 
1 956 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

V8, 330.4 3 .72 x 3 .80 230 S-Firedome 
va, 330 .4  3 .72 x 3.80 255 S-Fireflite exc Adventurer 
va, 34 1 .4  3 .78 3.ao 320 S-Adventurer 

1 957 
S-27 Fi resweep (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 

Sportsman htp cpe 3 ,645 2,836 1 3 ,333 
Sportsman htp sdn 3, 720 2,9 1 2  7 , 1 68 
sdn 4d 3,675 2,777 1 7,300 
Shopper wgn 4d , 6P 3 ,965 3, 1 69 2 ,270 
Explorer wgn 4d, 9P 3,970 3,3 1 0  1 , 1 98 

S-25 Firedome (wb 1 26.0) 

Sportsman htp cpe 3,9 1 0  3 ,085 1 2 , 1 79 
Sportsman htp sdn 3 ,960 3 , 1 42 9 ,050 
cony cpe 4,065 3,36 1  1 ,297 
sdn 4d 3,955 2,958 23,339 

S-26 Firefl ite (wb 1 26.0) 

Sportsman htp cpe 4,000 3,6 1 4  7 ,2 1 7  
Sportsman htp sdn 4, 1 25 3,671 6,726 
cony cpe 4,085 3,890 1 , 1 5 1 
sdn 4d 4,025 3,487 1 1 ,565 
Shopper wgn 4d , 6P 4 ,290 3,982 837 
Explorer wgn 4d, 9P 4 ,250 4 , 1 24 934 

S-26A Adventurer (wb 1 26.0) 

htp cpe 4,040 3,997 1 ,650 
cony cpe 4,235 4,272 300 

1 957 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

va, 325.0 3.69 x 3 .80 245 S-Firesweep 
va, 325.0 3 .69 x 3.80 260 O-Firesweep 
va, 34 1 .0 3.7a x 3.80 270 S-Firedome 
va, 34 1 .0 3 .78 x 3 .80 290 S-Fireflite 
va, 345.0 3 .aO x 3.80 345 S-Adventurer 

1 958 
LS1 -L Fi resweep (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 

23 Sportsman htp cpe 3,660 2,890 5,635 
27 cony cpe 3 ,a50 3 ,2 1 9 700 
4 1  sdn 4d 3,660 2 ,8 1 9  7,646 
43 Sportsman htp sdn 3,720 2,953 3,003 
45A Shopper wgn 4d, 6P 3,955 3,266 1 ,305 
458 Explorer wgn 4d, 9P 3,980 3 ,408 1 , 1 25 
LS2-M Firedome (wb 1 26.0) 

23 Sportsman htp cpe 3 ,825 3, 1 78 4,325 
27 conv cpe 4,065 3 ,489 5 1 9  
4 1  sdn 4d 3,855 3,Oa5 9,505 
43 Sportsman htp sdn 3,920 3,235 3, 1 30 
LS3-H Fireflite (wb 1 26.0) 

23 Sportsman htp cpe 3 ,920 3,675 3,284 
27 conv cpe 4, 1 05 3,972 474 
4 1 sdn 4d 3,990 3,583 4, 1 92 
43 Sportsman htp sdn 3,980 3,731 3,243 
45A Shopper wgn 4d, 6P 4,225 4,030 3 1 8  
458 Explorer wgn 4d, 9P 4 ,295 4, 1 72 609 
LS3-S Adventu rer  (wb 1 26.0) 

23 htp cpe 4,000 4,071 350 
27 conv cpe 4 , 1 80 4,369 82 

- - --

1 958 Engines bore x stroke 

V8, 350.0 4 .06 x 3 .38 
V8, 350.0 4 .06 x 3.38 
V8, 361 .0 4. 1 3 x 3.38 
V8, 36 1 .0 4 . 1 3 x 3.38 
V8, 361 .0  4. 1 3 x 3 .38 
V8, 36 1 .0 4. 1 3 x 3 .38 

- - -- --

1 959 
MS1 -L Firesweep (wb 1 22.0) 

23 Sportsman htp cpe 
27 cony cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
43 Sportsman htp sdn 
45A Shopper wgn 4d, 6P 
458 Explorer wgn 4d, 9P 
MS2-M Firedome (wb 1 26.0) 

23 Sportsman htp cpe 
27 cony cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
43 Sportsman htp sdn 
MS3-H Firefl ite (wb 1 26.0) 

23 Sportsman htp cpe 
27 cony cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
43 Sportsman htp sdn 
45A Shopper wgn 4d, 6P 
458 Explorer wgn 4d, 9P 
MS3-S Adventurer (wb 1 26.0) 

23 htp cpe 
27 cony cpe 

DeSoto 

bhp availabi l ity 
-- --

280 S-Firesweep 
295 O-Firesweep 
295 S-Fl redome 
305 S-Firefllte ; O-Firedome 
345 S-Adventurer 
355 O-Adventurer 

- - --

Wght Price Prod 

3,625 2,967 5,48 1 
3 ,840 3 ,3 1 5  596 
3,670 2,904 9,649 
3,700 3 ,038 2,875 
3,950 3,366 1 ,054 
3,980 3,508 1 , 1 79 

3 ,795 3,34 1  2 ,862· 
4,0 1 5  3 ,653 299· 
3 ,840 3,234 9, 1 71 -
3 ,895 3,398 2,744-

3,9 1 0  3 ,83 1  1 ,393 
4, 1 05 4, 1 52 1 86 
3,920 3,763 4,480 
3,950 3,888 2,364 
4 , 1 70 4,2 1 6  271 
4,205 4,358 433 

3,980 4,427 590 
4, 1 20 4,749 97 

' I ncludes Sevi l le htp cpe, conv cpe, sdn 4d, and htp sdn ,  trim variation intro-
d uced in Spring 1 959 to mark DeSoto's 30th anniversary. 
1 959 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

va, 361 .0 4 . 1 3 x 3 .38 295 S-Fi resweep 
V8, 3a3 .0 4.25 x 3 .3a 305 S-Firedome 
va, 3a3.0 4.25 x 3 .38 325 S-Fireflite 
va, 3a3 .0 4.25 x 3 .38 350 S-Adventurer; O-others 

1 960 
PS1 -L Firefl ite (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 

23 htp cpe 3,885 3, 1 02 3,494 
4 1  sdn 4d 3,865 3 ,01 7 9 ,032 
43 htp sdn 3 ,865 3, 1 67 1 ,958 
PS3-M Adventurer (wb 1 22.0) 

23 htp cpe 3,945 3,663 3,092 
4 1  sdn 4d 3,895 3,579 5 ,746 
43 htp sdn 3 ,940 3,727 2,759 
1 960 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

va, 361 .0  4 . 1 3 x 3.38 295 S-Fireflite 
va, 3a3 . 0  4.25 x 3 .38 305 S-Adventurer 

1 961  
(wb 1 22.0) 

6 1 2  htp cpe 3,760 3, 1 02 9 1 1 
6 1 4  htp sdn 3,820 3, 1 67 2, 1 23 
1 961  Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

va, 36 1 .0 4 . 1 3 x 3.38 265 S-all 

1 5 1 



Dodge Dodge Div is ion,  Chrys ler Corp. 
Detroit and Hamtramck, M ichigan 

C hrysler bou ght  the 1 4-year-o ld  Dodge Brothers 
Corporat ion  i n  1 928, and managed to prod uce 

1 25 ,000 Dodge cars the fo l l ow i n g  year before the De­
press i on altered the economic  c l i m ate. Yet, wh i l e  other 
manufactu rers were bottomi ng out in 1 933 and 1 934 , 
the new d iv i s ion of Chrysler was prod u c i n g  an average 
of 1 00 ,000 u n i ts a year, ru n n i ng fourth in the i ndustry 
beh i nd Chevro let ,  Ford, and P lymouth . 

I n  i ts ear ly  years, Dodge had never made any pre­
tense at sport i ness. The Dodge brothers were trad i ­
t iona l  i ndustr i a l i sts who be l i eved i n  pract i c al i ty and 
do l l ar-for-do l l ar va l ue. Even i n  the 1 940s, there was l i t­
t le about the marque that sug gested the h i gh -perfor­
mance cars to come. Dodge was s imp ly  a so l i d ,  re­
l i ab le ,  low-to-m idd le-pr iced car, the next step up  from a 
P lym outh .  

Dodge had bu i l t e ig ht-cyl i nder eng i nes in  the ear ly  
'30s ,  and wou l d  do so ag a in  in  the ' 50s . But  in  the '40s, 
a l l mode ls were powered by s i xes. Th is  was a cast- i ron 
f lathead u n i t  w i th  des i g n  roots g o i n g  bac k  to 1 933. 
S i nce then ,  i t  had been en l arged to 2 1 7 .8  cub ic  i nches.  
For 1 942 , i t  was stroked for 230 .2  c i d ,  and i ts Strom berg 
carbu reto r was repl aced by a Carter .  In th is  form,  i t  de­
veloped 1 05 bhp at 3600 rpm , and wou ld be cont i nued 
thro u g h  1 949 and beyond .  

Dodge reta ined the  same body from 1 940 through  its 
" f i rst ser ies" 1 949 mode ls .  The stand ard wheel base 
was 1 1 9 . 5  i nches .  The car 's  1 940-4 1 styl i n g  was typica l  
o f  C h rys ler  i n  that era: freestand i n g fenders ;  bu i l t- i n  
head lamps ;  prom i nent ,  peaked rad i ator g r i l l e ;  h i g h  
su perstructu re; l i m ited g l ass area. 

The 1 940 l i ne was g rou ped i nto Spec i a l and Deluxe 
ser ies .  The Spec ia l  compr ised th ree body sty les :  a two­
seat coupe,  and two- and fou r-door sed ans.  The De­
luxe offered these p lus  a convert ib le ,  a l arger cou pe, 
and a seven-passenger  sedan and l i mous i ne.  Deluxe 
pr i ces ran ged up  to $ 1 1 70 for the l i mous i ne .  The run­
n i n g  board was dec l i n i ng i n  popu l ar i ty ,  so i t  was a $ 1 0 
opt ion fo r a l l  models .  Of about 1 95 ,000 cars bu i l t  for 
1 940 , 1 20 ,000 were Deluxes, a l thou g h  on ly  1 000 of 
these were on the long wheel base . A featu re that year 
was opt iona l  two-tone pai n t ,  wi th fenders,  hood , and 
deck done in a contrast i n g  shade. Pred ictably ,  it g ave 
the car a tax i cab look and was not popu l ar .  

I n  1 94 1 , a c lean face l i ft us i n g  a bold ,  hor izontal  g r i l l e 
g reat ly i mproved Dodge appearance. The Deluxe 
n ame now desi g n ated the i nexpensive th ree-model 
l i ne .  The new top-of-the- l i ne ser ies was l abeled Cus­
tom . The 2-4 passenger  coupe was rep l aced by a Town 
Sedan (with b l i n d  rear roof qu arters) ; the two-door se­
dan was cal l ed the B rougham .  F l u i d  Dr ive became an 
opt ion ,  and the eng i ne was boosted to 91 bhp through  
changes i n  compress ion .  Park i ng  l i gh ts were moved i n­
board to the g r i l l e .  Turn i n d i cators were housed i n  l arge 
chrome pods atop the fenders. 

1 52 

As it was for most man ufacturers,  1 94 1  was a ban ner 
year for Dodge .  M odel year product ion was one of the 
h i g hest in the d iv i s i on ' s" h i story:  some 1 06 ,000 Deluxes 
and 1 3 1 , 000 C u stoms were bu i l t .  The new Town Sed an 
was a modest success . long-wheel base models con­
t i n ued to se l l  i n  smal l q u ant i t ies .  The d iv i s ion he ld  sev­
enth p lace i n  the i n d u stry, then crept ahead of s ixth­
p lace O ldsmobi le  in  1 942.  

When the federal  government ordered car prod uct ion 
halted in  February 1 942 ,  Dodge had bu i l t on ly  about 
68 ,000 of i ts new mode ls .  They were good- look i ng 
cars-not q u i te as rad i ca l  as the h i dden- head l amp De­
Sotos,  but n i ce ly  done thro u g hout .  G r i l les were now 
fu l l -w i dth ,  heav ier and w ider  than before, featu r i ng  a 
prom inent eggcrate central  sect ion . Opt ional fen der 
sk i rts  carr ied br ight  mold i n g s  to b lend wi th  rear  fender 
tr i m .  Performance was i m proved by means of an en­
l arg ed e n g i n e  that prov ided 1 05 bhp .  A c l u b  cou pe was 
added to the Deluxe l i ne .  Product ion wasn 't  low 
enou g h  to make the '42 Dodge as rare as some other 
makes that year. Of the stand ard whee l base models, the 
convert i b le  cou pe-1 1 85 u n i ts-is the scarcest. 

After the war,  Dodge got off to an espec i al l y s low 
start ,  and on ly  420 of the '46s were b u i l t  before Decem­
ber 3 1 , 1 945.  Wart i me stud ies had produced a var iety of 
i n terest i n g  postwar styl i n g  p roposals for the 1 940-42 
body. Among them were smooth gr i l les ,  wraparound  
bumpers, t h i n  door  p i l l ars, and  i nteg ral fenders.  B ut 
body too l i ng was far from amort i zed i n  1 942,  and 
Dodge 's  dec is ion to prod uce a m i l d l y  face l i fted vers ion 
of i ts prewar desi g n s  for 1 946-48 was typ i cal  of the 
postwar i ndustry .  Between J an u ary and Decem ber 
1 946,  Dodge turned out these cars rapid ly ,  f i n i sh i n g  the 
year fou rth beh i n d  the low-pr iced th ree. 

Face l i ft i n g  for the 1 946-48 Dodges (wh i c h  were phys­
ica l ly  ident ica l  except for ser i al n u m bers) was car ried 
out by sty l i sts A .  B .  G r is inger, John C h i k a, and Herb 
Wei ss inger-a tr io later to w in  fame at  Kaiser- Frazer. 
A l lowed bo l t-on alterat ions on ly ,  they opted for a new 
g ri l l e wi th  very w ide hor izontal  and vert ica l  bars form­
i n g  a pattern of rectan g les. Park i n g  l i ghts were squ are, 
located at e i ther s ide of the g r i l le w i th  the Dodge n ame­
p late mounted above i t .  Mec h an i cal  ch an ges i n c l u ded 
re locat ion  of the starter from a foot pedal  to a button on 
the dash,  and front  brakes eq u i pped w i th  doub le  wheel 
cyl i nders.  The transm i ss ion was a lso rev i sed .  An i n - l i ne 
fue l f i l te r  and fu l l -f low o i l  f i l ter bec ame stand ard .  

One part that is  easy to change ,  despite c arryover 
bod ies,  is the d ashboard.  Th i s  u nderwent cont i n uous 
a l te rat ion  at Dodge i n  the '40s. The 1 940 ed i t ion  was a 
re l at ive ly  p la i n  affai r ,  f l at and sq u are, w i th  i n struments 
g rouped u nder a b ig  th ree-spoke steer i n g  whee l .  I n  ' 4 1 , 
the steer i ng  wheel came wi th two pai rs of hor izontal  
spokes and the dash was symmetr ica l : speedometer 
and l arge c lock f l an ked a central rad i o-speaker panel , 



with m i nor  g auges pos i t i oned i n  a row to the l eft of the 
speedometer.  In  1 942,  the d ash got a wood g ra in  f i n i sh ,  
and the  steer i n g  whee l  went  back to  th ree spokes.  Th i s  
pattern was retai n e d  for t h e  1 946-48 mode ls ,  w i t h  the 
add i t ion  of more b r i g htwork .  Dash board sym metry was 

'
stan dard fare i n  the '40s-often at the ex pense of v i s­
i b i l i ty . Dod ge pa id  attent ion  to pract i c al i ty ,  howeve r ,  by 
reta i n i n g  need le g auges that were c l ear and read able .  

After 1 946, F l u i d  Dr ive was made stand ard for a l l  
models .  T h i s  was an i m portant se l l i n g po i n t in  an age 
when peop le  were t i r i n g  of manua l  sh i ft .  I n au g u rated i n  
1 938, F l u id Dr ive was a com p l i cated so l u t ion to a s i m ­
p le  prob lem.  Com b i n i n g  a conven t ional c l utch w i t h  
torq ue converter a n d  e lect r ica l  sh i ft i n g  c i rcu i ts ,  i t  p ro­
v ided what one wr iter ca l led a " fu l l  ran g e  of pote n t i al 
tran sm iss ion  trou b le . " But  i t  d i d  repl ace the conven­
t ional f lywhee l with a f l u i d-coup l i n g  torq ue converter .  
The converte r performed the usu al  f lywheel funct ions­
sto r i n g  energy ,  smoot h i ng power i mpu lses,  and c arry­
i n g  the r i n g  gear that meshed w i th  the starter p i n ion  . 

• 

1 940 De luxe four-door sedan 

rli ,l,� 
-===--======;c- ' \ 

1 940 Specia l  two-door sedan 

1 941 Custom fou r-door sedan 

Dodge 

Lac k i n g  a c l u tch p late contact,  a c l utch was mou nted i n  
tandem.  The f l u i d  cou p l i n g  i tse l f  was a d r u m ,  f i l led w i th 
l ow-v i scos i ty m i nera l  o i l .  As the e n g i n e  ran , a set of 
vanes attached to the i n ner  c asi n g  rotated ,  t h row i n g  o i l  
outward on to a fac i n g  r u n ner that h ad another set of 
vanes .  The o i l  tu rned the run ner ,  a l l ow i n g  a smooth 
f low of power and avo i d i n g  any meta l -to-metal contact .  

There were two gear posi t i ons :  Low for f i rst and sec­
o n d ;  H i g h  for t h i rd and fourth . Low was used m ai n ly for 
fast starts or  tow i n g  s i tuat ions .  For normal d r i v i n g ,  you 
s i mp ly  sh i fted i n to H i g h  and pressed on the acce lerator .  
A t  1 4  mph when  the acce lerator was re leased ,  a 
" t h u m p" announced the car  had sw i tched from t h i rd to 
fou rt h  gear .  Stops and starts were acco m p l i shed w i th­
out any c l u tc h i n g  or gear sh i ft i n g  at al l .  Fl u i d  Dr ive 
e l i m i n ated 95 percent of gear sh i ft i n g .  The c l utch w as 
there,  but  i t  was u sed o n l y  to change  between Low and 
H i g h ,  or  to bac k  u p .  

Dodge 's  resty led 1 949 models  were n o t  ready at new­
car announcement t i me,  so leftover '48s were so ld as 

1 941 Custom convert ible cou pe 

1 942 Deluxe c lub  coupe 

1 946 Del uxe th ree-passenger coupe 
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1949 Coronet four-door sedan 

1 949 Wayfarer roadster 

A-227 front-wheel-dr ive prototype, 1949-50 

1 950 Coronet four-door sedan 

1950 Wayfarer Sportabout roadster 
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'49s u nt i l  Apr i l .  The "second ser ies" 1 949, powered by a 
1 03-bhp  versi on of the o ld  s ix ,  was ent i re ly  redesi g ned . 
F i rst came the i nex pens ive Wayfarer ser ies on a 1 1 5-
i nch wheel base . I t  compr ised a sed an ,  coupe, an d a 
nove l roadster wi th  s ide cu rtai ns ,  i n  a p r ice range of 
$ 1 6 1 1 to $ 1 738 . The Meadowbrook and Co ron et-the 
vo lume cars of the l i ne-rode a 1 23 .5- i nch  wheel base . 
They were more l u xu r ious ly  tr i mmed and avai l ab le  i n  a 
w ider  var iety of body sty les .  The Coronet Town Sed an 
was a l u x u ry t r im opt i on ,  about $85 more expensive 
than the standard mode l .  I t  featured beaut i f u l  and l uxu ­
r ious  Bedford cord upho lstery. The  Meadowbrook was 
a s i n g l e  fou r-door sed an , tr i m med more s i mp ly  and of­
fered at about $75 less th an the com parab le Coronet .  

The new squ ared-off body styl i n g  rem ai ned qu i te 
conservat ive.  A bo ld eggc rate g r i l l e bore some re­
sem b lance to the 1 946-48 desi g n ,  but was more mas­
s ive .  Bo l t-on rear fenders were capped by ta i l l i g hts v i s­
i b le from three s ides.  The sl ab-sided body was embel­
l i shed by stai n less-stee l mo ld i n g s .  C o l l ectors today 
ag ree that the Wayfarer road ster i s  the most desi rable 
'49 Dodge ,  and many of these have been restored . By 
contrast, the 1 949 woody wagon was not successfu l :  
on ly  800 u n i t  sales were reco rded for the model year. 
After 600 were so ld  in 1 950, i t  was ph ased out. Dodge 
produced near ly  257,000 cars i n  1 949-a new record.  

Dodge 's  i mage was iransformed in the '50s.  The c ars 
beg an the decade as stodgy s ix-bangers, but soon be­
c ame V8 track stars. Styl i n g  kept pace w i th  perfor­
mance. The d iv i s ion had i ts u ps and downs i n  sa les,  
however, as i t  deserted one k i nd of buyer for another.  

The th ree-box '49 bodyshe l l  got a major face l i ft for 
1 950 and a new D i p lomat h ardtop was added . Gyro­
M at ic  d r ive, an i mprovement on stand ard F l u i d  Dr ive 
that e l i m i n ated gear chan g i n g ,  a lso appeared . A l l 
models were powered by the sturdy f lathead s ix ,  wh i ch 
wou ld serve Dodge thro u g h  the decade .  Two bas ic  
model l i nes were f ie lded .  The 033 Wayfarer, i n c l u d i n g  
a w i n some sport convert i b le ,  was pr i ced j ust above the 
more expen sive Plymouths.  The 034 ser ies compr ised 
Meadowbrook and Coronet sedans and Coronet wag­
ons,  coupes, convert i b les,  and hardtops. Th rou g h  1 952 , 
Coronet wou ld  a lso be offered as a long-wheel base 
sed an,  Dodge 's  heav i est car ,  fo r taxi and l i mous ine  
purposes. 

Styl i n g  in the ear ly  ' 50s was pretty d u l l .  Bu t  Dodge 
represented a step u p  i n  prest ige  for  P lymouth owners 
in those years,  and the cars d i d  we l l .  The d iv i s ion b u i l t 
over 340,000 i n  1 950, and 290 ,000 i n  1 95 1  to n ai l  down 
seventh p lace in the i n d u stry. Dodge  he ld onto seventh 
in  1 952 by bu i ld i n g  on ly 206 ,000 cars, but  d ropped 
bac k  to e i ghth  for 1 954 as produ ct ion  reached o n l y  
1 5 4 ,000 u n i ts .  

Without a sw itch in wheel bases, sty l i n g  became 
smoother and s leeker for 1 95 1 -52 .  A lower g r i l le open­
i n g ,  c lean f lanks ,  and fai red- i n  ta i l l i g hts g ave a new 
look .  The model l i neup rem ai ned exactly as i t  had been 
in 1 950. Wayfarers set the pr ice pace ;  Coronets sup­
p l i ed the w idest var iety of body sty les ;  and the Meadow-



brook fi l i ed the g ap between them w i th  a lone  fou r-door 
sedan . Appearance c h an ged o n l y  s l i g ht l y  for ' 52-the 
g r i l l e bar i mmed i ate ly above the b u m per was pa in ted . 

For 1 953,  a m aj o r  revam p i n g  was accom pan i ed by 
the Red Ram VS for the f i rst Dodge performance cars of 
the decade .  Or i g i n al l y ,  the Red R am prod u ced 1 40 bhp ,  
thou g h  i t  was capable of much  more than that .  I t  was 
essent i a l l y  a scaled-down ve rs ion of the 33 1 -c i d  
C h rys ler  Hem i i ntrodu ced i n  1 95 1 . C h rys ler  h ad long  
been exper i ment i n g  w i th hem i spher i cal com bust ion  
chambers,  and was now cash i n g  i n  on  what i t  h ad 
learned . The Hem i 's advantages i n c l uded smoother 
man i fo l d i n g  and port i n g ,  l arger  valves set farther  apart , 
i m proved thermal  eff i c iency, p lenty of room for water 
passages,  a more centra l  spark p l u g  locat ion , and l ow 
heat rej ect ion i n to coo l ant .  I ts m a i n  d i sadvantage w as 
cost : eng i n e for eng i ne ,  Red Rams were more expen­
s ive to b u i l d  than Chevy 265s,  for exam ple .  

The 1 953 Dodge  was amon g  the f i rst prod uct ion  
C h rys ler  automob i les sty led by V i rg i l  Exner ,  who h ad 
come from Studebaker a few years ear l i e r .  Surpr i s i n g ly 
l i g ht ,  they h an d led we l l ,  and were known for economy 

1 952 Wayfarer two-door sedan 

1952 Coronet fou r-door sedan 

Apr i l  1 950 proposal for 1 953 Dodge resty l e  
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as we l l  as performance .  A Dodge VS scored 23 .4 m i l es 
per g al l on i n  the ' 53 Mob i l g as Economy R u n ;  the same 
year ,  other  VSs broke 1 96 AAA stock-car record s at 
Bonnev i l le ,  and Danny  Eames d rove one  to a record 
1 02 .62 mph at EI M i rage dry l ake in Cal i forn i a .  Dodge 's  
VS w as a smal l -d i sp lacement ,  h i g h-effi c iency power­
p l an t-u n i que  in i ts hem i - head co nstruct io n ,  rel i ab le ,  
and stro n g .  

O n l y  detai l c h an g es were made for ' 54 .  However ,  a 
new,  l u x u r ious  Royal ser ies appeared, j o i n ed at m id­
year by the Royal 500 convert i b le ,  n amed for the I n d i an ­
apo l i s  race.  Dodge  h ad paced t h e  I n d i an a  c l ass ic  t h at 
year, and a rou nd of pace-car rep l  i cas seemed l i ke a 
g ood i dea.  I n c l u ded i n  the 500 pac kage  (at o n l y  $2632 ) 
were Ke lsey-H ayes ch rome w i re wheels ,  a " cont i nen­
ta l " spare t i re ,  spec i a l  orn amentat i on , and a 1 50-bhp 
Red Ram VS.  Dea lers  cou ld  even spec i fy a fou r-barre l 
Offen hauser m an i fo l d  that m u st have m ade the 500 a 
screamer,  thou g h  C h rys ler  never q u oted the actu a l  
horsepower. 

Of the R oyal convert i b les sold i n  1 954 ,  o n l y  701 were 
500s,  but the pac k age  w as far more successfu l  than that 

1 953 Coronet 500 converti b le  

1953 Coronet four-door sedan 

F i rearrow show car of 1 954 by G h i a  
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f i g u re su ggests .  The d iv i s ion had estab l i shed i tse lf  as 
the " performance team " at Chrys ler ,  and had beg u n  to 
ro l l  up  v i ctor ies .  L inco ln  i s  famous for i ts dom i n ance i n  
the Mex ican Road Race of th ose years. What i s  not 
w ide ly  known i s  that Dodge overwhel med the race 's  
Med i u m  Stock c l ass , tak i n g  the 1 -2-3-4-6-9 pos i t ions  in  
the 1 954 marath on . 

Compet i t ion su ccesses hel ped boost sales.  I n  a gen­
eral ly poor year for Chrysler products, the Dodge sold 
we l l  in  '54 .  The d iv i s ion came back wi th  another major 
resty l i ng  that was mai n ly the work of Exner staff mem­
ber M u r ray Baldw i n .  Set on a new 1 20-i nch wheel base, 
the '55 Coronets, Royals ,  and Custom Royals offered 
eng i ne opt ions of up to 1 93 bhp .  They were much 
large r, but n i ce ly  styled and we l l -bu i l t .  

I n  1 956, a l l  C h rysler products g rew tai l f i ns  and 
Dodge was no except ion .  PowerFl i te automat ic  trans­
m i ss ion ,  wh ich had arr ived w i th gear lever control  i n  
' 54 ,  now had push buttons.  Face l i fted styl i n g  and new 

1954 Royal V8 convertible 

1 955 R oyal V8 fou r-door sedan 

1 955 Royal  Lancer V8 hardtop coupe 
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i n ter iors were enhanced by a new eng i n e, the opt ion al 
0-500 VB , wh ich  deve loped a hefty 260 bhp at 4400 rpm . 
Dodge also u nvei led a fo u r-door Lan cer hardtop i n  al l 
th ree ser ies .  I n  a dec l i n i n g year for the i n d u stry, the 
d iv i s ion bu i l t only 240 ,000 cars but  st i l l  man aged to 
ho ld  onto e ig hth p lace.  The fo l l ow i n g  year ,  with tor­
s i o n -b a r  s u spe n s i on �nd  a l l - n ew sty l i n g ,  Dod g e  
c l i m bed to seventh p lace,  b u i  I d i n g  near ly 290 ,000 u n i ts .  

Exne r 's  Forward Look was new from the g round up 
fo r 1 957 ,  yet i t  h ad n '  t p rog ressed to extremes. Th at 
year ' s  Dodge  was smooth ly  sty led and agg ressive­
look i n g ,  w i th a massive bumper/g r i l l e, lots of g l ass, and 
sti l l  more power .  An array of Hemi  eng i nes,  ran g i n g 
f rom the m i ld 325 to the top 354-c id  0-500 wi th 340 bhp, 
offered performance enthusi asts much to choose from.  
Eve n the  o ld s ix got a horsepower boost . 

Dodge d i d  not fo l low C h rysler ,  DeSoto,  and P lymouth 
w i th a l i m i ted-ed i t ion  " su percar" for '57.  I n stead, i t  
offered the 0-500 opt ion  across the bo ard , even on the  

1956 Custom Royal Lancer hardtop sedan 

" La Femme" show car based on 1956 Custom R oyal Lancer 

1957 Royal Lancer hardtop coupe 



p l a i  n C o ro n et two-door  sed an . A l l  D-500s were 
eq u i pped wi th  st i ff shocks ,  st i ff spr i n g s , and tors ion  
bars fo r  what Motor Trend magaz i n e  c al led " c lose l i ai­
son with the road . "  The soft r ide of  convent iona l  
C hrys ler  cars was rep l aced by f i rm suspens ion  sett i n g s  
that p u t  D-500s a t  the top o f  t h e  c l ass i n  h an d l i n g .  A n d  

' w i th  t h e  245- bh p e n g i ne ,  t h e  c a r  ran 0 t o  6 0  i n  9 .4 sec­
onds  in the magaz i ne 's  tests. The 0-500 model  con­
t i n ued in  1 958-59 , but  i ts expens ive Hemi  en g i ne was 
repl aced w i th  a wedge-head V8.  Offered w i th  opt ion al 
fuel  i n j ect i on for 1 958 , the 361 -c i d  wedg e  wou l d  pro­
d u ce 333 b h p  at 4800 rpm-the h i g hest power offered 
by Dodge  that year .  , 

R i d i n g  a 1 22- i nch  whee l base i n  1 957,  Dodge  cont in­
u ed w i th  the same body and chass is  for 1 958-59 . The 
' 58s got a m i l d  but  att ract ive facel i ft wi th fou r  head­
l amps and a l ess m assive front i sp iece .  The model  
l i neup  was g eneral l y  u n changed ,  but  the Reg a l  Lancer 
h ardtop m ade i ts debut in  February .  

1 957 Custom R oyal Lancer  hardtop sedan 

1 957 Custom R oyal converti b le  

1 958 R egal Lancer hardtop coupe 
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Fuel  i n ject ion was a short- l i ved ventu re, marked by 
l i tt le  success.  Few buyers opted for i t .  M ore popu l ar 
were the conven t ional V8s ran g i n g  u p  to 320 bhp .  The 
o ld f l athead s ix  was st i l l  aro u n d ,  but  was re leg ated to 
the Coronet ser ies o n l y  and w as not  a w i se buy.  
Accord i n g  to one tester :  " I t cou ld  be pretty m u c h  of a 
wh ite e lephant  when you g o  to se l l  i t . "  Dodg e  i tse l f  was 
somewhat of a wh i te e lephant  i n  1 958,  a d isastrous 
year .  Product ion  p l u nged to 1 38 ,000 for the  model  year, 
bare ly  e n o u g h  to beat out C ad i l l ac .  M an ag ement re­
m a i ned c a l m-it  was,  after a l l ,  an abnorma l l y  poor 
year-and rebo u n ded w i th a resty led 1 959 l i ne com­
posed of the same bas i c  mode ls .  The d i v i s ion  b u i l t 
about 1 56,000 cars for i ts trad i t i onal e i g hth-p l ace f i n i sh .  

Fi n s  went  w i l d  on  most 1 959 C h rys ler  Corporat ion  
c ars ,  but  remai ned fai r l y  modest a t  Dod g e .  The fron t  
end was g iven a new look ,  the i nter ior  rev i sed,  and  sev­
era l  i n terest i n g  opt io n s  pre m i ered . Dodge  and i ts com­
pan ion  d iv i s ions  now h ad the pop u l ar swivel  seat, a 

1958 Custom R oyal Lancer  hardtop coupe 
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1959 Custom Sierra n i ne-passenger stat ion wagon 

1 960 Matador hardtop sedan 

1 57 



Dodge 

semi -bucket affai r that pivoted outward as the door 
opened . The tw i n  fou r-barrel 383 V8 produced 1 959 's  
top horsepower-345 at 5000 rpm .  A lso ava i l ab le were 
325 and 361 wedges,  and the fl athead s ix  was marketed 
for the last t ime .  I nc idental ly ,  the 0-500 eng i nes weren ' t  
cheap.  The 383 wi th fou r-barrel cost $304 extra; the 
Super vers ion w i th tw i n  fou r-barrel cost $446 . Both 
were th i rsty, but i t  was the age of 30-cent g aso l i ne .  Peo­
p le  were w i l l i ng to spend extra money on the eng i nes 
and g as to get the added performance.  

Exner 's  Dodge show cars are worth ment ion .  There 
was a Fi rearrow ser ies beg i n n i ng i n  1 953 wi th a mock­
up  roadster that was made road-ready the fo l low i ng 
year .  I n  l ate 1 954 came a F i rearrow sport coupe and 
convert ib le .  The l atter i n sp i red the l i m ited-product ion 
Dual-G h i a  of 1 956 . The Fi rearrow coupe was aero­
dynam ica l l y  stable and ach ieved 1 43.44 mph on the 
ban ked oval  at C h rys ler 's  Provi ng  G rounds .  

Another show car was 1 955's La Femme, a Custom 
Royal Lancer two-door hardtop pai nted p i n k  and 
upho lstered in wh ite. Many custom accoutrements 
were featu red , i n c l u d i n g  a fo ld i ng  um brel l a  and f i tted 
handbag stored i n  the backs of the front seats . La 
Femme was bac k  ag a in  for the 1 956 show route, and 
was al l  the rage. For awh i le, i t  was cons idered for 
vo l u me product ion ,  but no more than a handfu l were 
u l t imate ly  prod uced . 

By 1 970, Dodge was one of the lead i n g  n ames i n  h i g h  
performance.  I n  product or ientat ion ,  the d iv is ion  had 
pushed upward i nto the market vacated by DeSoto, and 
downward i nto the compact and " ponycar" f ie lds .  As a 
resu l t ,  vo l u me i ncreased rap id ly .  From 1 964 th rou g h  
1 969 , Dodge  b u i l t  a n  average of over ha l f  a m i l l i on c ars 
a year .  I n  the i ndustry 's peak year of 1 968 , the d iv is ion  
bu i l t a record 627,533 cars .  But  the compet i t ion was i n­
c reasi ng  output too, so Dodge's stan d i n g  i n  the pro­
d uct ion race var ied . I n  i ts best years, the d iv is ion  
ran ked f i fth  or  s ix th ;  i n  the  worst 1 961 -63 per iod ,  i t  was 
e i g hth or  n i nth .  The re l at ively poor show i n g  i n  the early 
1 960s was temporary; Dodge q u ick ly reor iented its 
product l i ne and recovered rapidly. As Robert McCu rry 
assu med the  post of d i v i s i o n  pres i d e n t  i n  the  
m i d- 1 960s,  Dodge ach i eved new status as  a bu i lder  of 
hot cars. 

On ly one ser ies on a fai r ly  long whee lbase had been 
offered in 1 959 . For 1 960 , Dodge recog n ized the g row­
i n g  i nterest in smal ler  cars and added the new Dart l i ne 
of si xes and V8s with a 1 1 8- inch  wheel base for sedan s 
and h ardtop and a 1 22- inch wheel base for wagons .  
Darts were avai l ab le i n  th ree ser ies :  Seneca,  Pioneer ,  
and Phoen i x .  The "sen ior"  M atador and Po l ara rode 
the 1 22- inch wheel base and were offered with V8s on ly . 

Dart ' s  si x-cyl i nder en g i ne was the l arger of two ex­
cel lent Ch rys ler  Corporat ion s l ant si xes. D isp l ac i n g  
225 c i d ,  i t  con t i n ued i n  var ious Dodge models  on 
th rough  the '70s. The Dart 3 1 8  V8 was another so l i d ,  
rel i ab le  u n i t .  M atadors used the Chrysler 361 -c i d  V8 ; 
Po l aras got the 383 V8, the l atter offered opt ional ly  on 
M atador and Phoen i x .  

1 58 

1960 Dart Phoen ix  hardtop coupe 

1 961 Dart Phoe n i x  convert ible 

U n i t  body/ch assi s  construct ion  was new for 1 960, ac­
compan ied by a complete restyl i n g .  The Dart and the 
l arge Dodges got "chrome-y"  front ends,  l arge b l u nt 
g r i l les ,  and reworked tai l f i ns .  On the b ig  cars the fi ns  
ended ahead of the  tai l l i g hts ;  t he  Dart ' s  ran al l t he  way 
bac k .  Despite the heavy-h anded appearance,  most 
models were rel at ively l i g ht and offered good perfor ­
mance w i th  reasonab le  economy.  The  year bro u g ht an 
i ndust ry-w i de recovery from the 1 958-59 recess ion ,  an d 
vo l u me was up  by over 200 ,000 u n i ts .  

For 1 961 , Dodge was ready with i ts  tw i n  to the com­
p act  V a l i an t .  Ca l l ed Lancer ,  i t  u sed a m o dest l y  
reworked version  o f  the Val i ant body/ch ass is .  Lancers 
h ad a hor izontal -bar g r i l l e ,  i n stead of V al i ant 's  square 
one, and s l igh t ly  better tr i m .  There were two ser ies ,  1 70 
and 770 , each with sedan s and wagons .  The 770 a lso 
h ad a h ardtop .  Power came from a 1 70-c i d  s l an t  s i x  w i th 
1 01 bhp .  The Dart ' s  225-c id was option al . 

The Dart was face l i fted for 1 961 , w i th  a fu l l -w idth 
concave g r i l le i ncorporat i n g  q u ad head l i g hts, and 
reverse-sl ant  tai l f i ns .  The si x and V8 Seneca, P ioneer,  
and Phoen i x  model s cont i n ued . The sen ior  l i ne was 
pared down to the Po l ara ser ies o n l y , tho u g h  a convert­
i b le was added in the V8 Phoen i x  ser ies . Darts and 
Po l aras retai ned 1 960' s  l i neup of V8s. The top power­
p l an t  was the 383-c id  0-500 with 330 bhp .  Twi n  fou r­
barrel carburetors and ram- ind uct ion were respons i b le  
for th is  outstan d i n g  output ,  and made the Po l ara 
extraord i n ar i ly  fast , fu l l y capable of 1 20 m ph .  Overs ized 
Chrysler brakes and torsion -bar front  suspen s ion com­
b ined to  m ake the 0-500 as  road ab le  as  i t  was q u i c k .  
Si nce the ram- induct ion  en g i ne was avai l ab le  on Darts 



1 961 Polara hardtop sedan 

1962 Custom 880 hardtop sedan 

as wel l  as Po l ar as ,  Dodg e  also h ad an extremely  rap id 
" i ntermed i ate . "  The 0-500 Dart Phoen i x  h ad al most 
o n e  horsepower for every 1 0  pou n d s  of wei g h t .  

Sa les d ropped b y  over 25 percent i n  1 96 1 , as a resu l t  
of  i n c reased compet i t ion  in  the  compact-car m ar ket , 
and an overal l downtrend i n  the i n d u stry .  Lancer d i d  not 
sel l wel l ,  but  i t  w as a tempo rary entry anyway. As 
deve lopment  work prog ressed on  i ts  successor ,  L an cer 
ret u rn ed for '62 wi th a bus ie r  g ri l l e as the o n l y  s i g n i f i ­
cant  ch an g e .  

Dart an d Po l ara were t reated t o  a brand-new body on  
a 1 1 6- i nch  wheel base for 1 962.  I nsp i red by  V i rg i l  Exner ,  
these c ars were as  m u c h  as  400 pou n ds l i g hter and s i x  
i nc h es shorter t h an the '6 1  s .  I f  Amer ican s  l i ke com­
p acts,  Exner  reasoned ,  they 'd  a l so  p refer downs ized 
versio n s  of stand ard-s i ze model s .  U n fo rt u n atel y ,  the  
des i g ner  w as about 1 5  years ahead of h is  t ime :  the  '62s 
d i d  not sel l wel l .  M ost m a n ufactu rers en joyed i n ­
c reased sales t h at year , but  Dodg e  d ro pped . W h at 

1962 Pol ara 500 convert ib le  

Dodge 

1962 Lancer  G T  h ardtop coupe 

1963 Custom 880 hardtop sedan 

saved the d iv i s ion w as a separate l i ne  of  Ch rys ler­
based l arge c ars i nt rod u ced at  m i d -year on  a 1 22- i nch  
wheel b ase , the 880 and  C u stom 880 . The  year 's  per­
formance news was m arked by re lease of  two 4 1 3-c id  
wedge  en g i nes ,  offer i n g  4 1 0 and 420 bhp .  

W h i l e  P lymouth stru g g led o n  for  another  year  w i th  i ts  
shortened '62 desi g n ,  Dod ge  i nc reased stand ard whee l ­
base to 1 1 9 i nches for  1 963 and emph as i zed perfor ­
mance. T h e  41 3-c i d  wedge  wi th  360 bhp w as ava i l ab le  for 
880s .  The perform ance vers ion  w as punched out to 426 
c i d  as the R am c h arger .  Wi th  al u m i n u m  p istons and 
h i g h- l i ft cam ,  i t  developed 4 1 5 or 425 bhp .  R amch arg­
ers were avai l ab le  in the l i g ht 330 , 440, and Pol ara c ars 
t h at won the 1 962 N at i o n al Hot Rod Asso c i at ion  C h am­
p ionsh i p  for  Dod ge .  The 330 re i g ned supreme on l i ter­
a l l y  every d rag str i p .  They were also strong  contenders 
at Dayton a. 

A l so new for 1 963 w as the compact rep l acement for 
the Lancer .  Dodg e  added f ive i nches to the V al i ant  

1 964 Custom 880 convert ib le  
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1964 Pol ara hardtop coupe 

1964 Dart GT hardtop coupe 

1965 Dart GT convertible 

." 

1965 Monaco hardtop coupe 

1 965 Coronet 500 hardtop coupe 

1965 Coronet 500 hardtop coupe 
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wheel base fo r a l l models except wagons to create an 
a l l - new Dart .  Hardtops, sedans, wagons,  and convert i ­
b les were offered . Sales rebou nded,  and Dodge moved 
ahead of R ambler i nto seventh p lace .  

The 1 964 l i neup was su bstanti a l ly  the same as 1 963's ,  
d i st i n g u i shed by face l i fts .  Darts could be ordered w i th 
the 273-c id  Val i ant V8.  The GT hardtop and convert ib le  
were sn azzy, and pr i ced remarkably l ow .  The b ig  
Dodges c ame w i th  the usual assortment o f  si xes and  
V8s . Th i s  year ' s  R amch arger was powered by the 
fab led Hem i ,  m ak i n g  i ts retu rn to the performan ce wars.  
Dodge 's  Hemi -powered i n termed i ates (and thei r Plym­
outh counterparts) dom i n ated the NASCAR oval s that 
seaso n ,  sweep ing  the Dayton a  500 , for examp le ,  1 -2-3. 
The 880 cont i n ued to sat i sfy b ig -car customers .  Dodge 
c l i m bed bac k  i nto s i xth p l ace for  the f i rst t ime si nce 
1 960 . 

Dart rece ived on ly  a m i nor  facel i ft for 1 965 . The d iv i ­
s ion ren amed its m i drange l i ne Coronet,  wh ich featu red 
new styl i n g  and a 1 1 7- i nch  wheel base for a l l models but  
the wagons ,  wh ich rode a 1 1 6- i nch  whee l base. A spe­
c i al 1 1 5- i nch  whee l base Coronet Hem i -Charger was 
a l so offered , a two-door sedan wei g h i n g  j u st 3 1 65 
pou nds .  The Hemi -Charger was perh aps one of the 
g reatest performance barg a i n s  of the decade .  I t  so l d  at 
a base pr ice of $31 65, w h i ch i nc l u ded heavy-d uty 
spr i n g s  and shocks,  ant i - ro l l  bar, fou r-speed transmis­
s ion ,  and st rong  " po l i ce" brakes . I t  cou l d  acce lerate to 
60 mph in seven seconds,  and h i t  a top speed of 1 20 
mph .  I n  rac i n g  tune ,  deve lop ing  u p  to 430 bhp ,  i t  ru led 
the tracks  i n  1 965.  

The '65 l i ne a lso i n c l uded the g l amorous Coronet 500 
h ardtop and convert i b le  w ith bucket seats and center 
conso l e ,  p l u s  a comp lete ly  new 1 2 1 - i nc h  wheel base 
l i ne of Pol aras, C u stom 880s, and the sports/l u x u ry 
M o n aco hardtop .  Aside from the wagons ,  the Monaco 
was the most expensive of the sen i o r  Dodges.  

For 1 966, the offer 1 n g s  cont i nued to be s ix and V8 
Darts; s ix  and V8 Coronets in stan dard,  De l uxe,  440, 
and 500 g u i se ;  V8 Po l aras and Monacos;  and a h ardtop 
Monaco 500 . The Custom 880 was d ropped in favor of a 
f u l l - l i n e  Monaco ser ies.  A br ig ht new add i t ion  was the 
fastbac k  Charger on the 1 1 7  - i nch  whee lbase. Althou g h  
i t  sh ared some sheetmetal wi th t h e  Coronet ,  the 
Charger had a look al l  i ts  own :  h i dden head l amps, fo ld­
down sp l i t-bac k  rear seat, a spo rty i nter ior .  Standard 
power was the 31 8 V8, but the 36 1 ,  383 ,  and 426 Hemi  
V8s were ava i l ab le  as opt i ons .  So were man u al t rans­
m i ss ion , " Ral lye" suspen s ion ,  and long  l i st of l ux u ry 
eq u i pment .  A 383 Ch arger w i th TorqueF l i te automat ic  
cou l d  ru n 0-60 mph in  about  n i ne seconds and h i t 1 1 0 
m ph .  

Dodge resty led most o f  i ts mode ls  for 1 967.  Dart h ard­
tops, sed ans,  and convert i b les cont in ued on the 1 1 1 -
i nch whee l base , but the wagons were d ropped . The 
new body styl i n g  was good- loo k i n g  and c lean- l i ned .  
Monaco and Po l ara adopted the Chrys ler  Newport 's  
styl i n g  and s leeker roofl i n e  for  a much lower prof i le  
than the i r  predecessors .  The Charger retai ned i ts 1 966 



look , wh i le the Coronet h ad a m i n o r  face l i ft and two 
new add i t ions ,  the RfT ( Road fTrack )  h ardtop and con­
ve rt i b le . Stand ard RfT equ i pment i n c l u ded the 440-c i d  
375- b h p  eng i ne ,  heavy-duty su spens ion , w i d e  t i res ,  
and ove rs ize brakes .  The 426 Hemi  V8 was ag a in  l i sted 
as an opt ion  fo r the  Coronet R fT  and the C h arger .  
. The approach for 1 968 was to face l i ft the Dart, Pol ara, 
and M o n aco,  and to complete ly  resty le the Coronet 
and C h arger .  These were the best- look i n g  Dodge i n ter­
med i ates of the decade,  w i th  a lon g ,  low,  b u l let-sh aped 
fuse l ag e ;  l arger w i n dows;  a p l ai n  g r i l l e ;  and strong but  

f 

1 966 Charger fastback hardtop coupe 

1 96 6  Coronet 500 hardtop coupe 

1 966 Dart GT convertible 

1 966 Monaco 500 hardtop coupe 

Dodge 

l i g ht b u m pers.  The C h arge r featu red h id den head l am ps 
and a " f ly i n g  b uttress" roofl i n e .  

Severa l  n e w  var i at ions  appeared i n  t h e  compact and 
i ntermed i ate l i nes.  The Dart GTS compri sed p l ush ,  
g rand tou r i n g  h ardtops and convert i b les  ava i l ab le  w i th  
a new l i g h twei g ht 340-c id  V8 . The Coronet Super Bee 
was a l i g h t, fast two-door c o u pe ,  eq u i pped w i th a spe­
c i a l  335-b h p  vers ion of the 383 en g i ne. RfT equ i pment  
was m ade avai  lab le  for the C h arger  as we l l  as the Coro­
net and resu l ted i n  a f i ne  road car .  

The Super Bee, Dart  G TS,  Coronet and C h arger R fTs 

1 967 Dart GT h ardtop coupe 

1 967 Coronet 500 hardtop coupe 

1 967 Monaco hardtop sedan 

1 968 Dart GTS hardtop coupe 
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Dodge 

composed what Dodge cal l ed i ts " Scat Pack , " each 
denoted by bumb le-bee str i pes. These were amon g  the 
most road able mac h i nes in Amer ica d u r i n g  1 968 . The 
R!T's u l t imate e n g i nes, a 375- bhp M ag n um 440 or  a 
425-bhp Hem i ,  made it a w i n n i ng entry on the nat ion 's  
drag str i ps once  ag a i n .  

L i ke other Chrysler models  that sh ared the same 
bodyshe l l ,  Pol ara and Monaco rece ived a l l -new "fuse­
l age" styl i n g  for 1 969, but reta ined thei r 1 22- inch  
whee l base. The Dart, Coronet, and Charger were face­
l i fted . Chargers were g iven a spl i t  g r i l l e ;  Coronet R!Ts 
and 500s sported fu l l -w idth tai l l amps. The usual w ide 
range of en g i nes was offered . A new var iat ion was the 

1 968 Monaco 500 hardtop coupe 

1968 Coronet R /T hardtop coupe 

1968 Coronet 440 hardtop coupe 

1968 Charger hardtop coupe 
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Dart Swi nger  two-door hardto p, w h i ch came wi th  spe­
c i a l ident i fy i n g  tr i m ,  a br i gh t  a l u m i n u m  gr i l l e ,  an d a 
cho ice of 3 1 8- or  340-c id  V8s. 

The pr ide of the '69 f l eet was the exot i c  Ch arger 
Daytona,  bu i l t espec i a l l y for the Daytona 500. I t  featu red 
a w ind-cheat i n g  b u l let nose wi th  h i dden head l i g hts ,  a 
front spo i ler , an aerodynam i c  fu l l -fastback roof, and a 
tower i ng  rear-deck stabi l i zer .  Compared w i th  the pre­
v ious Charger 500 rac i n g  car ,  the Dayton a was about  20 
percent more aerodyn am i c ,  wh ich  g ave it an advantage 
of 500 yards per  lap .  Dodge bu i l t on ly  505 C h arger  
Dayton as-j ust enough to  q u a l i fy the mode l  as  a pro­
d uct ion car for NASCAR rac i n g .  The l i st pr ice was 

1969 Charger hardtop coupe 

1 969 Charger Daytona hardtop coupe 

1 969 Polara 500 hardtop coupe 

1969 Dart Swinger  hardtop coupe 



about $8000 . A Dayton a  won the Tal l edeg a 500 i n  Sep­
tem ber  1 969 , but arc h -r iva l  Ford fai led to show u p .  I n  
1 970,  the Dayton as and P lymouth ' s  s i m i l ar Superb i rd 
won 38 of  48 major NASCAR races.  

For 1 970,  Dodge f ie lded its answer to the M u stang 
and C am aro ponycars,  f i tt i n g ly  n amed C h al lenger .  L i ke 
i ts Ford and G M  r iva ls ,  C h al lenger  w as offered wi th  
both s i x-cy l i nder  and V8 e n g i nes .  There were th ree 
mode l s :  h ardtop cou pe ,  convert i b le ,  and the Spec i a l 
Ed i t ion . The l atter was a c o u pe wi th  a padded v i n yl roof 
and sm al ler  " forma l"  rear w i ndow.  Pr iced attract ive ly i n  
the $3000-3500 range and offer i ng a broad l i st o f  op­
t ions, the C h a l lenger  sold extremely we l l .  S ix-cy l i nder  

1 969 Coronet 500 hardtop coupe 

1 969 Coronet R /T hardtop coupe 

1 969 Charger 500 hardtop coupe 

1 970 Pola ra Custom h ardtop coupe 

Dodge 

m ode ls  ou tpaced the V8s .  Hardtops were the most 
popu lar ;  o n l y  about 1 0 ,000 Spec i a l Ed i t ion  coupes 
fou n d  buyers .  

Though  spec if i cati ons  and d i mens ions  of the 1 970 
l i ne l arge ly  d u p l i cated those of 1 969 ,  some s i g n i f icant  
styl i n g  c h an ges occur red . Darts and Coronets received 
a new sp l i t  g r i l l e .  The Dart was part i cu l ar ly  wel l-ex­
ecuted,  with a longer  hood and new rear sty l i n g . The 
C h arger, c lose ly  rese m b l i n g  its 1 969 predecesso r, h ad 
a fu l l -w idth g r i l l e su r ro u n ded by a m assive loop bu m per  
and was offered i n  s i x-cyl i nder form fo r  the f i rst t ime .  
The exot ic  Dayton a h ad proved i t s  po i n t  on  the race 
t racks and w as d ropped . 

1 970 Dart Swi nge r  340 ha rdtop coupe 

1 970 Charge r hardtop coupe 

1 970 Coronet 500 hardtop coupe 

1970 Chal lenger R /T convert ib le  
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Dodge 

The sen i or-ser ies Pol ara and Monaco were resty led 
fo l lowi ng  the general ' 70 theme. Loop-type bumpers 
surrounded gr i l l e and tai l l i g h ts ;  s ide marker l i g hts were 
set i n to the bu mper ends.  I gn i t ion/steer ing  co lumn 

Dodge Specificat ions 
1 940 
0-1 7  Specia l  (wb 1 1 9.5) Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 2,867 755 1 2 ,001 
sdn 2d 2,942 8 1 5  27 ,700 
sdn 4d 2,997 855 26,803 

0-1 4  Deluxe (wb 1 1 9.5;  7P-1 39.5) 

bus cpe 2,905 803 1 2 ,750 
cpe , A/S 2,973 855 8,028 
conv cpe 3 , 1 90 1 ,030 2 , 1 00 
sdn 2d 2,990 860 1 9,838 
sdn 4d 3,028 905 84,976 
sdn 4d, 7P 3,460 1 ,095 932 
l imo 7P 3,500 1 , 1 70 79 
chassis 298 

1 940 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 2 1 7.8 3 .25 x 4 .38 87 S-all 

1 941  
0-1 9  Deluxe (wb 1 1 9.5) Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3,034 862 22,31 8 
sdn 2d 3, 1 09 9 1 5 34 ,566 
sdn 4d 3, 1 49 954 49,579 

0-1 9  Custom (wb 1 1 9.5 ; 7P-1 37 .5) 

club cpe 3 , 1 54 995 1 8,024 
conv cpe 3 ,384 1 , 1 62 3 ,554 
brougham 2d 3, 1 69 962 20, 1 46 
sdn 4d 3 , 1 94 999 72,067 
town sdn 3,234 1 ,062 1 6,074 
sdn 4d, 7P 3 ,579 1 , 1 95 604 
l imo 7P 3,669 1 ,262 50 
chassis 20 

1 941  Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 2 1 7.8 3.25 x 4.38 91 S-all 

1 942 
0-22 Deluxe (wb 1 1 9.5) Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3,056 895 5,257 
club cpe 3, 1 3 1  995 3,31 4 
sdn 2d 3, 1 3 1  958 9,767 
sdn 4d 3, 1 7 1 998 1 3 ,343 

0-22 Custom (wb 1 1 9.5 ;  7P-1 37.5) 

club cpe 3, 1 7 1 1 ,045 4,659 
conv cpe 3,476 1 ,245 1 , 1 85 
brougham 2d 3 , 1 7 1  1 ,008 4,685 
sdn 4d 3,206 1 ,048 22,055 
town sdn 3,256 1 , 1 05 4,047 
sdn 4d, 7P 3,693 1 ,395 201 

1 64 

locks ,  f i berg l ass-be l ted t i res, d u al -act ion wagon tai l­
g ates, and a long l i st of federal ly  mandated safety 
equ i pment completed the 1 970 equ i pment package .  
With so me 400 ,000 sa les ,  the year proved encou rag i n g .  

Wght Price Prod 

l imo 7P 3 ,768 1 ,475 
1 942 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 230.2 3.25 x 4.63 1 05 S-all 

1 946 
D-24S Deluxe (wb 1 1 9.5)" Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3, 1 46 1 ,229 
sdn 2d 3,236 1 ,299 
sdn 4d 3,256 1 ,339 

D-24C Custom (wb 1 1 9.5;  7P-1 37.5)" 

club cpe 3 ,24 1 1 ,384 
conv cpe 3,461 1 ,649 
sdn 4d 3,281 1 ,389 
town sdn 3,331 1 ,444 
sdn 4d, 7P 3,757 1 ,743 

1 946 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 230.2 3.25 x 4.63 1 02 S-all 

1 947 
D-24S Deluxe (wb 1 1 9.5)" Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3, 1 47 1 ,347 
sdn 2d 3,236 1 ,4 1 7  
sdn 4d 3,256 1 ,457 

D-24C Custom (wb 1 1 9.5 ;  7P-1 37.5)" 

club cpe 3,241 1 ,502 
conv cpe 3,461 1 ,871 
sdn 4d 3,281 1 ,507 
town sdn 3,331 1 ,577 
sdn 4d, 7P 3 ,757 1 ,861 

1 947 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 230.2 3 .25 x 4.63 1 02 S-all 

1 948 
0-24S Deluxe (wb 1 1 9.5)" Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3, 1 46 1 ,587 
sdn 2d 3,236 1 ,676 
sdn 4d 3,256 1 ,7 1 8  

D-24C Custom (wb 1 1 9.5;  7P-1 37.5)" 

club cpe 3,241 1 ,774 
conv cpe 3,46 1  2, 1 89 
sdn 4d 3,281 1 ,788 
town sdn 3,331 1 ,872 
sdn 4d, 7P 3 ,757 2, 1 79 

1 948 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 230.2 3.25 x 4.63 1 02 S-all 

9 



1 949 F i rst Series 
0-24S Deluxe (wb 1 1 9.5)* Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3, 1 46 1 ,587 
sdn 2d 3 ,236 1 ,676 
sdn 4d 3,256 1 ,7 1 8 

0-24C Custom (wb 1 1 9.5 ;  7P-1 37.5)* 

club cpe 3,24 1 1 ,774 
cony cpe 3,461 2, 1 89 
sdn 4d 3,281 1 ,788 
town sdn 3 ,331  1 ,872 
sdn 4d , 7P 3 ,757 2 , 1 79 

1 949( 1 )  Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 230.2 3.25 x 4 .63 1 02 S-al l 
*Factory combined production figures for 1 946 through 1 949 First Series. 

Combi ned 1 946- 1 949 Fi rst Series Prod uction : 
0-24S Deluxe (wb 1 1 9.5) 

bus cpe 
sdn 2d 
sdn 4d 

0-24C Custom (wb 1 1 9.5 ;  7P-1 37.5) 

club cpe 
cony cpe 
sdn 4d 
town sdn 
sdn 4d, 7P 
l imo 7P (proto) 
chassis 

1 949 Seco nd Series 
0-29 Wayfarer (wb 1 1 5.0) 

cpe 
sdn 2d 
rdstr 

0-30 (wb 1 23.5 ; 8P-1 37.5) 

Meadowbrook sdn 4d 
Coronet sdn 4d 
Coronet club cpe 
Coronet cony cpe 
Coronet wgn 4d, 9P 
chassis 

1 949(2) Engine bore x stroke 

L6, 230 .2 3.25 x 4 .53 

1 950 
0·33 Wayfarer (wb 1 1 5.0) 

bus cpe 
sdn 2d 
Sportabout rdstr 

0-34 (wb 1 23.5;  8P-1 37.5) 

Meadowbrook sdn 4d 
Coronet sdn 4d 
Coronet club cpe 
Coronet cony cpe 

bhp 

1 03 

Coronet Diplomat htp cpe 
Coronet wgn 4d (wood) 
Coronet Sierra wgn 4d (steel) 
chassis 

1 950 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 230.2 3.25 4.63 1 03 

Wght 

3,065 
3 , 1 80 
3 , 1 45 

3,355 
3 ,380 
3,325 
3,570 
3,830 

Price 

1 ,6 1 1 
1 ,738 
1 ,727 

Prod 

27,600 
8 1 ,399 
61 ,987 

1 03,800 
9,500 

333,9 1 1 
27,800 

3 ,698 
2 

302 

Prod 

9,342 
49,058 

5,420 

1 ,84TI-1 44 390 1 , 927 ' 
1 ,9 1 4 45,435 
2 ,329 2 ,41 1 
2 ,865 800 

1 
availabi l ity 

S-al l  

Wght 

3 ,095 
3,200 
3, 1 55 

3 ,395 
3,405 
3,340 
3,590 
3,5 1 5  
3 ,850 
3,726 

Price 

1 ,6 1 1 
1 ,738 
1 ,727 

Prod 

7 ,500 
65,000 

2 ,903 

1 ,8481 221 791 1 ,92U ' 
1 ,9 1 4  38,502 
2,329 1 ,800 
2,233 3 ,600 
2,865 600 
2 ,485 1 00 

1 
avai labi l ity 

S-all 

Dodge 

1 95 1  
0-41 Wayfarer (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Pr ice Prod 

----

bus cpe 3, 1 25 1 .795 
sdn 2d 3 ,2 1 0  1 .936 
Sportabout rdstr 3, 1 75 1 ,924 1 ,002 

0-42 (wb 1 23.5;  8P-1 37.5)* 

Meadowbrook sdn 4d 3 ,4 1 5  2 ,059 
Coronet sdn 4d 3,4 1 5  2 , 1 48 
Coronet club cpe 3,320 2 , 1 32 
Coronet Diplomat htp cpe 3, 5 1 5  2,478 
Coronet cony cpe 3,575 2 ,568 
Coronet Sierra wgn 4d 3,750 2 ,768 
Coronet sdn 4d,  8P 3.935 2 ,9 1 6  

1 95 1  Engine bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

L6, 230. 2  3.25 x 4 .63 1 03 S-al l  
- -

1 952 
0-41 Wayfarer (wb 1 1 5.0)* , Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3,053 1 ,886 
sdn 2d 3 , 1 40 2,034 

0-42 (wb 1 23.5 ; 8P-1 37.5)* 

Meadowbrook sdn 4d 3 ,355 2 , 1 64 
Coronet sdn 4d 3 ,385 2,256 
Coronet club cpe 3 ,290 2 ,240 
Coronet cony cpe 3 ,520 2 ,698 
Coronet Diplomat htp cpe 3 ,475 2 ,602 
Coronet Sierra wgn 4d 3 ,735 2 ,908 
Coronet sdn 4d, 8P 3,935 3 ,064 

1 952 Engine bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

L6, 230 .2  3.25 x 4 .63 1 03 S-all 
* Factory combined 1 95 1 - 1 952 production. 

Combi ned 1 951 - 1 952 production : 
0-4 1 Wayfarer (wb 1 1 5.0) Prod 
------�---------------------------------------

bus cpe 6,702 
sdn 2d 70,700 
Sportabout rdstr ( 1 95 1  only) 1 ,002 

0-42 (wb 1 23 .5 ;  8P-1 37.5) 

Meadowbrook-Coronet sdn 4d 
Coronet club cpe 
Coronet cony cpe 
Coronet Diplomat htp cpe 
Coronet Sierra wgn 4d 
Coronet sdn 4d , 8P 

1 953 
0-46 (wb 1 1 9.0) 

Meadowbrook Special cpe 
Meadowbrook cpe 
Coronet cpe 
Meadowbrook Special sdn 4d 
Meadowbrook sdn 4d 
Coronet sdn 4d 

0-47 Meadowbrook Subu rban (wb 1 1 4.0) 

wgn 2d 
0-44 Coronet Eight (wb 1 1 9.0) 

club cpe 
sdn 4d 

Wght 

3, 1 00 
3,085 
3, 1 55 
3, 1 95 
3 , 1 75 
3,220 

3, 1 90 

3 ,325 
3,385 

Price 

329,202 
56, 1 03 

5,550 
21 ,600 

4,000 
1 , 1 50 

Prod 
-

1.,95� 
1 '9Sli--36,766 
2,084 
2,000 
2 ,000 84, 1 58 
2 , 1 1 1  

2 , 1 76 1 5,751 

2 , 1 98 32,439 
2 ,220 1 24,059 
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Dodge 

0-48 Coronet Eight (wb 1 1 4.0) Wght Price Prod 
----�----------�-----------------

cony cpe 
Diplomat htp cpe 
Sierra wgn 2d 
chaSSIS 

3,438 2,494 4, 1 00 
3,3 1 0  2,361 1 7 ,334 
3,425 2 ,503 5,400 

1 
1 953 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

------------�----------�----------

L6, 230.2  3.25 x 4.63 1 03 S-D-46, D-47 
V8, 241 .3  3.44 x 3.25 1 40 S-D-44, 0-48 

1 954 
051-1  Meadowbrook L6 (wb 1 1 9.0) Wght 

club cpe 3 , 1 20 
sdn 4d 3 , 1 95 

050-1 Meadowbrook V8 (wb 1 1 9.0) 

club cpe 3,335 
sdn 4d 3,390 

051 -2 Coronet L6 (wb 1 1 9.0) 

club cpe 3 , 1 65 
sdn 4d 3,235 

052 Coronet L6 (wb 1 1 9.0;  2d-1 1 4.0) 

Suburban wgn 2d 3 , 1 85 
Sierra wgn 4d, 6P 3,430 
Sierra wgn 4d, 8P 3,435 

050-2 Coronet V8 (wb 1 1 9.0) 

club cpe 3,345 
sdn 4d 3,405 

053-2 Coronet V8 (wb 1 1 4.0;  4d-1 1 9.0) 

Sport htp cpe 3,3 1 0  
cony cpe 3,505 
Suburban wgn 2d 3,400 
Sierra wgn 4d, 6P 3,605 
Sierra wgn 4d, 8P 3 ,660 

050-3 Royal V8 (wb 1 1 9.0) 

club cpe 3,365 
sdn 4d 3,425 

053-3 Royal V8 (wb 1 1 4.0) 

Sport htp cpe 3,355 
cony cpe (prod inc 701 model 500) 3 ,575 
chassis 

1 954 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

1 1 0  S-a1 1 6s 

Price Prod 

1 ,983 3,501 
2 ,025 7,894 

2, 1 54 750 
2 , 1 76 3,299 

2 , 1 09 4,501 
2 , 1 36 1 4 ,900 

2 ,229 6,389 
2 ,71[1-----3 1 2  2,790 

2 ,223 7,998 
2 ,245 36,063 

2 ,380 1 00 
2 ,5 14  50 
2 ,51 7 3 , 1 00 
2,96TI---988 3,03 1  

2 ,349 8,900 
2 ,373 50,050 

2,503 3,852 
2,632 2 ,000 

1 

L6, 230.2 
V8, 24 1 .3 
V8, 24 1 .3 

3.25 x 4.63 
3.44 x 3.25 
3.44 x 3.25 

1 40 S-Meadowbrook V8 
1 50 S-others (Offenhauser manifold 

avai lable) 

1 955 
056-1 Coronet L6 (wb 1 20.0) 

sdn 2d 
sdn 4d 
Suburban wgn 2d 
Suburban wgn 4d, 6P 
Suburban wgn 4d, 8P 

055-1 Coronet V8 (wb 1 20.0) 

sdn 2d 

1 66 

club sdn 2d 
sdn 4d 
Lancer htp cpe 
Suburban wgn 2d 
Suburban wgn 4d, 6P 
Suburban wgn 4d , 8P 

Wght 

3,235 
3,295 
3,4 1 0  
3,480 
3,595 

3,360 
3 ,235 
3,395 
3,375 
3,550 
3,590 
3,695 

Price Prod 

2,01 3 1 3,277 
2,093 1 5 ,976 
2 ,349 3 ,248 
2,46D--
2,565 1 ,3 1 1 

2, 1 1� 
2, 1 24 1 0,827 
2, 1 96 30,098 
2,28 1 26,727 
2,452 4,867 
2 ,56D--
2 ,668 4,64 1  

055-2 Royal V8 (wb 1 20.0) Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 3 ,425 2 ,3 1 0  45,323 
3,425 2,395 25,831 Lancer htp cpe 

Sierra wgn 4d, 6P 
Sierra wgn 4d, 8P 

3,655 
3,730 

2,65i}-- 5 506 2 ,761  ' 
055-3 Custom Royal V8 (wb 1 20.0) 

sdn 4d 
Lancer sdn 4d 

3,485 
3,505 

2,47D--55 503 2 ,51 6 ' 
Lancer htp cpe 3,480 2 ,543 30,499 
Lancer cony cpe 3,61 0 2,748 3,302 

1 955 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

L6, 230.2 3.25 x 4.63 1 23 S-a11 6s 
V8, 270. 1 3 .63 x 3 .25 1 75 S-all V8s exc Custom Royal 
V8, 270. 1 3 .63 x 3 .25 1 83 S-Custom Royal 
V8, 270. 1 3 .63 x 3 .25 1 93 O-Custom Royal 

1 956 
062 Coronet L6 (wb 1 20.0)-
1 42,6 1 3  built ( inc ludes 063- 1 )  Wght 

sdn 2d 3,250 
sdn 4d 3,295 
Suburban wgn 2d 3 ,455 

063-1 Coronet V8 (wb 1 20.0) 

club sdn 2d 3,380 
sdn 4d 3,435 
Lancer htp sdn 3,560 
Lancer htp cpe 3,430 
cony cpe 3,600 
Sierra wgn 4d , 6P 3,600 
Sierra wgn 4d, 8P 3,7 1 5  
Suburban wgn 2d 3,605 

063-2 Royal V8 (wb 1 20.0)-48,780 bui lt 

sdn 4d 3 ,475 
Lancer htp sdn 3,625 
Lancer htp cpe 3,505 
Sierra wgn 4d , 6P 3 ,71 0 
Sierra wgn 4d , 8P 3,800 
Suburban wgn 2d 3,620 

063-3 Custom Royal V8 (wb 1 20.0)-49,293 built 

Price 

2 , 1 94 
2 ,267 
2 ,491 

2 ,302 
2 ,375 
2 ,552 
2,438 
2,678 
2,7 1 6  
2 ,822 
2,599 

2,5 1 3  
2 ,697 
2 ,583 
2,869 
2,974 
2 ,729 

sdn 4d 3 ,520 2 ,623 
Lancer htp sdn 3,675 2,807 
Lancer htp cpe 3,505 2,693 
cony cpe 3,630 2 ,9 1 3  

1 956 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

L6, 230.2 3.25 x 4.63 1 3 1  S-a11 6s 
V8, 270.0 3.63 x 3 .25 1 89 S-Coronet V8 

Prod 

V8, 3 1 5 .0 3.63 x 3.80 2 1 8  S-Royal , Custom Royal 
V8, 3 1 5 .0 3 .63 x 3 .80 260 O-all 

1 957 
072 Coronet L6 (wb 1 22.0)-1 60,979 
bui lt ( includes 066 and 050 1 )  Wght 

club sdn 2d 3 ,400 
sdn 4d 3,470 

066 Coronet V8 (wb 1 22.0) 

club sdn 2d 3 ,530 
sdn 4d 3,620 
Lancer htp sdn 3 ,665 
Lancer htp cpe 3,570 
cony cpe 3 ,8 1 5 

Price Prod 

2,370 
2 ,451 

2 ,478 
2 ,559 
2,665 
2 ,580 
2,842 



Dodge 

0501 Coronet 0-500 VS (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 1 959 
- -- --

club sdn 2d 3 ,885 3,3 1 4  M 0 1 -L Coronet L 6  (wb 1 22.0)-

cony cpe 3 ,975 3,670 96,7S2 bui lt ( includes M02-L) Wght Price Prod 

067-1 Royal VS (wb 1 22.0)-40,999 bui lt  2 1  club sdn 2d 3 ,375 2,5 1 6  
23 Lancer hlp cpe 3,395 2 ,644 

sdn 4d 3,620 2,7 1 2  4 1  sdn 4d 3.425 2 ,587 
Lancer hlp sdn 3 ,690 2,8 1 8  

M 02-L Coronet VS (wb 1 22.0) Lancer hlp cpe 3 ,585 2,769 
067 -2 Custom Royal VS (wb 1 22 .0)-55, 1 49 bui lt  2 1  club sdn 2d 3 ,565 2,636 

23 Lancer hlp cpe 3,590 2, 764 
sdn 4d 3 ,690 2,881 27 con v cpe 3,775 3,089 
Lancer hlp sdn 3 ,750 2,991 4 1  sdn 4d 3 ,61 5 2 ,707 
Lancer hlp cpe 3 ,670 2,920 43 Lancer hlp sdn 3,620 2 ,842 
cony cpe 3,8 1 0  3 , 1 46 

M 03-M Royal VS (wb 1 22.0)- 1 4,S07 bui lt 
070 Station Wagon VS (wb 1 22 .0) - 30,4S1 built ( includes 071 )  23 Lancer hlp cpe 3,625 2 ,990 

S ierra wgn 4d, 6P 3,930 2,946 4 1  sdn 4d 3 ,640 2 ,934 
Sierra wgn 4d, 9P 4 ,01 5 3 ,073 43 Lancer hlp sdn 3 ,690 3 ,069 
Suburban wgn 2d 3,830 2,861 

M 03-H Custom Royal VS (wb 1 22.0)-2 1 ,206 built 
071 Custom Station Wgn VS (wb 1 22.0) 23 Lancer htp cpe 3,675 3,201 

S ierra wgn 4d , 6P 3 ,960 3,087 27 cony cpe 3,820 3,422 
S ierra wgn 4d,  9P 4 ,030 3 ,2 1 5  4 1  sdn 4d 3,660 3, 1 45 

1 957 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 43 Lancer htp sdn 3 ,745 3 ,270 

L6, 230.2 3 .25 x 4 .63 1 38 S-072 M03-L Sierra VS (wb 1 22.0) - 23,590 bui lt ( includes Customs) 

VB, 325.0 3.69 x 3 .80 245 S-all exc 072, 067-2, 050 1 45A wgn 4d ,  6P 3 ,940 3 , 1 03 
VB, 325.0 3 .69 x 3 .80 260 S-067-2 45B Sierra wgn 4d, 9P 4 ,01 5 3 ,224 
VB, 325.0 3 .69 x 3 .80 285/3 1 0  O-all ( 0-500 ) 
VB, 354 .0  3 .94 x 3.63 340 O-all ( 0-500 ) M 03-H Custom VS (wb 1 22.0) 

45A wgn 4d, 6P 3 ,980 3,3 1 8  
45B wgn 4d, 9P 4 ,020 3.439 

1 958 
1 959 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

LO-1 Coronet L6 (wb 1 22.0)-
L6, 230.2 3 .25 x 4 .63 1 38 S-Coronel 6 
V8, 326.0 3.95 x 3 . 3 1  255 S-Coronel V8 

77,388 bui lt ( includes LO-2 Coronet) Wght Price Prod VB, 361 .0 4 . 1 2 x 3 .38 305 S-all exc Coronel 
club sdn 2d 3 ,360 2,449 VB, 3B3 .0 4 .25 x 3 .38 320/345 O-all (0-500, Super 0-500) 
sdn 4d 3,4 1 0  2,530 

1 960 Lancer htp cpe 3 ,400 2 ,572 
LO-2 Coronet V8 (wb 1 22.0) P03 Oart L6 (wb 1 1 8.0 ;  wgns-1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 

club sdn 2d 3 ,505 2,556 L21 Seneca sdn 2d 3 ,385 2'27� 
sdn 4d 3 ,555 2,637 L4 1 Seneca sdn 4d 3,420 2 ,330 - 93, 1 67 
Lancer hlp sdn 3,605 2,764 L45 Seneca wgn 4d 3 ,805 2 ,695 
Lancer htp cpe 3,540 2,679 M21  Pioneer sdn  2d 3 ,375 2,4 1 0  
cony cpe 3 ,725 2,942 M23 Pioneer hlp cpe 3 ,4 1 0  2,488 

LO-2 Royal V8 (wb 1 22.0)-1 5,1 65 bui lt 
M41  Pioneer sdn  4d 3,430 2,459 - 36,434 
M45A Pioneer wgn 4d , 6P 3,820 2,787 

sdn 4d 3,570 2,797 M45B Pioneer wgn 4d , 9P 3,875 2,892 
Lancer htp sdn 4d 3 ,640 2,91 5 H23 Phoenix hlp cpe 3,4 1 0  2,618 
Lancer htp cpe 3 ,565 2,854 H27 Phoenix cony cpe 3,460 2 ,868 f-6,567 

LO-3 Custom Royal V8 (wb 1 22.0) 
H41  Phoenix sdn  4d 3,420 2,595 
H43 Phoenix htp sdn 3 ,460 2,67L 

sdn 4d 3 ,640 3,030 P 04 Oart VS (wb 1 1 S.0;  wgns-1 22.0) Lancer htp sdn 3 ,670 3, 1 42 
Lancer htp cpe 3,61 0 3,071 23,949 L2 1  Seneca sdn 2 d  3 ,530 2,397 
cony cpe 3,785 3,298 L41 Seneca sdn 4d 3 ,600 2,449 - 45,737 
Regal Lancer htp cpe 3 ,650 3,245 1 , 1 63 L45 Seneca wgn 4d 3,975 2,8 1 5 

LO-3 Station Wagon V8 (wb 1 22.0) - 20, 1 96 built 
M21  Pioneer sdn  2d 3 ,540 2,530 
M23 Pioneer htp cpe 3,6 1 0  2,607 

Sierra wgn 4d, 6P 3,930 3,035 M4 1 Pioneer sdn 4d 3 ,6 1 0  2,578 1-- 74,655 
Sierra wgn 4d , 9P 3,990 3 , 1 76 M45A Pioneer wgn 4d, 6P 4,000 2,906 
Suburban wgn 2d 3,875 2,970 M45B Pioneer wgn 4d, 9P 4 ,065 3,0! :l-
Custom Sierra wgn 4d, 6P 3,955 3,2 1 2  H23 Phoenix htp cpe 3,605 2 ,737 
Custom Sierra wgn 4d, 9P 4 ,035 3,354 H27 Phoenix cony cpe 3,690 2 ,988 

1 955 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity H 4 1  Phoenix sdn 4 d  3 ,6 1 0  2 ,71 5 166,608 
H43 Phoenix htp sdn 3 ,655 2,79§..J 

L6, 230.2  3 .25 x 4 .63 1 38 S-Coronel 6 
P01 - L  Matador (wb 1 22.0)-27,90S bui lt VB, 325.0 3 .69 x 3 .80 252 S-Coronel V8 

VB, 325.0 3 .69 x 3 .80 265 S-Royal V8 23 htp cpe 3,705 2,996 
VB, 350.0 4 .06 x 3 .38 285 S-Cus Royal, wgns 4 1  sdn 4d 3 ,725 2,930 
VB, 361 .0 4 . 1 2 x 3 .38 305/333 O-all ( 0-500 ) 43 htp sdn 3,820 3 ,075 



Dodge 
-

Wght Pr ice Prod 
-

45A wgn 4d, 6P 4,045 3,239 -

458 wgn 4d, gp 4, 1 20 3,354 -

P 02-H Polara (wb 1 22.0)- 1 6,728 bui lt  
- -

23 hlp cpe 3,740 3 , 1 96 -

27 conv cpe 3 ,765 3 ,4 1 6  -

4 1  sdn 4d 3,735 3, 1 4 1 -

43 htp sdn 3,81 5 3,275 -

45A wgn 4d, 6P 4,085 3,506 -

458 wgn 4d, 9P 4,220 3,62 1  -

- --

1 960 Eng ines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6. 225 0 3.40 )( 4 . 1 3  1 45 S-Oart 6 
V8, 3 1 8 .0 3 .91 -< 3.31 230 S-Seneca, P�neer V8 
V8, 3 1 8 .0 3 .91  -< 3 .3 1  255 S-Phoenix V8 
V8, 361 .0 4 . 1 2 x 3 .38 295 S-Matador ; O-Pioneer, Phoenix 
V8, 383 .0 4.25 >" 3 .38 325 S-Polara; O-Matador, Phoenix 
V8, 383 .0 4.25 '< 3 .38 330 O-Polara, Matador, Phoenix 

- --

1 961  
RW1-L Lancer 1 70 (wb 1 06.5)-25,508 built Wght Price Prod 

7 1 1 sdn 2d 2,585 1 ,979 -
7 1 3  sdn 4d 2 ,595 2 ,04 1 -
756 wgn 4d 2 ,760 2 ,354 -

RW1 -H Lancer 770 (wb 1 06.5)-49,268 built 

723 htp cpe 2 ,595 2, 1 64 -
73 1 spt cpe 2,643 2,075 -
733 sdn 4d 2,605 2, 1 37 -

776 wgn 4d 2 ,775 2 ,449 -

R03 Dart L6 (wb 1 1 8.0;  wgns-1 22.0) 

L4 1 1  Seneca sdn 2d 3 ,290 2 ,278 
L4 1 3  Seneca sdn 4d 3 ,335 2,330 --60,527 
L456 Seneca wgn 4d 3,740 2,695 
M42 1 Pioneer sdn 2d 3 ,290 2,4 10 
M422 Pioneer htp cpe 3,335 2,488 
M423 Pioneer sdn 4d 3,335 2 ,459 �1 8,2 1 4  
M466 Pioneer wgn 4d, 6P 3,740 2 ,787 
M467 Pioneer wgn 4d, 9P 3,825 2 ,89� 
H432 Phoenix htp cpe 3,325 2 ,61 8 
H433 Phoenix sdn 4d 3 ,350 2,595 --4,273 
H434 Phoen ix htp sdn 3,385 2,67L 
R D4 Dart V8 (wb 1 1 8.0;  wgns-1 22.0) 

L51 1 Seneca sdn 2d 3,470 2,397 
L5 1 3  Seneca sdn 4d 3 ,5 1 5 2,449 -27, 1 74 
L556 Seneca wgn 4d 3,920 2,81 � 
M52 1  Pioneer sdn 2d 3,460 2 ,530 
M522 Pioneer htp cpe 3,500 2,607 
M523 Pioneer sdn 4d 3 ,51 0 2,578 t---39,054 
M566 Pioneer wgn 4d, 6P 3,940 2,906 
M567 Pioneer wgn 4d , 9P 4,005 3 ,01 L 
H532 Phoenix htp cpe 3,520 2 ,737 
H533 Phoenix sdn 4d 3,535 2 ,71 5 
H534 Phoenix htp sdn 3,555 2,796 t---34,31 9  
H535 Phoenix conv cpe 3,580 2,98!L 
R D 1 -L Polara (wb 1 22.0)- 1 4,032 bui lt 

542 htp cpe 3,690 3,032 -
543 sdn 4d 3,700 2,966 -
544 htp sdn 3,740 3 , 1 1 0  -
545 conv cpe 3 ,765 3,252 -
578 wgn 4d, 6P 4 , 1 1 5  3,294 -

579 wgn 4d, gp 4, 1 25 3,409 -

1 96 1  Engines bore x stroke bhp avai lability 

L6, 1 70.0 3.40 x 3 . 1 3  1 01  S-Lancer 
L6, 225.0 3.40 x 4 . 1 3  1 45 S-Oart 6; O-Lancer 
V8, 3 1 8.0 3 .91  x 3 .31  230 S-Oart V8 

1 68 

bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

V8, 3 1 8 .0  3 .91  x 3 .3 1  260 
V8, 36 1 .0 4 . 1 2 x 3 .38 265 
V8, 36 1 .0 4. 1 2 x 3 .38 305 
V8, 383. 0  4.25 x 3 .38 325 
V8, 383 .0 4 .25 x 3 .38 330 

1 962 
SL 1 -L Lancer 1 70 (wb 1 06.5)-'1 9,780 built 

7 1 1 sdn 2d 
7 1 3 sdn 4d 
756 wgn 4d 
SL 1 -H Lancer 770 (wb 1 06.5)-30,888 built 

73 1 sdn 2d 
733 sdn 4d 
776 wgn 4d 
SL 1 -P Lancer GT (wb 1 06.5) 

742 htp cpe 
S01 Dart L6 (wb 1 1 6.0) 

L40 1 Fleet Special sdn 2d 
L403 Fleet Special sdn 4d 
L4 1 1 sdn 2d 
L4 1 3  sdn 4d 
L456 wgn 4d 
M421 330 sdn 2d 
M422 330 htp cpe 
M423 330 sdn 4d 
M466 330 wgn 4d 
H432 440 htp cpe 
H433 440 sdn 4d 
SD2 Dart V8 (wb 1 1 6.0) 

L50 1 Fleet Special sdn 2d 
L503 Fleet Special sdn 4d 
L51 1 sdn 2d 
L51 3 sdn 4d 
L556 wgn 4d 
M52 1 330 sdn 2d 
M522 330 htp cpe 
M523 330 sdn 4d 
M566 330 wgn 4d, 6P 
M567 330 wgn 4d, 9P 
H532 440 htp cpe 
H 533 440 sdn 4d 
H534 440 htp sdn 
H535 440 conv cpe 
H576 440 wgn 4d, 6P 
H577 440 wgn 4d, 9P 
SD2-P Polara 500 (wb 1 1 6.0)-1 2,268 built  

542 htp cpe 
544 htp sdn 
545 conv cpe 
SD3-L Custom 880 (wb 1 22.0)- 1 7,505 built 

6 1 2  htp cpe 
6 1 3  sdn 4d 
6 1 4 htp sdn 
6 1 5  conv cpe 
658 wgn 4d, 6P 
659 wgn 4d , 9P 
1 962 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 1 70.0 3.40 x 3 . 1 3  1 0 1  
L6, 225 .0  3 .40 x 4 . 1 3  1 45 
V8, 3 1 8.0 3.91 x 3.31  230 
V8, 3 1 8.0 3.91 x 3 .31  260 
VB, 361 .0 4. 1 2 x 3.38 265 
VB, 361 .0 4. 1 2 x 3.38 305 

O-Oart V8 
S-Polara 
O-Oart V8 (0-500) 
O-Polara (0-500) 
O-Polara, Dart V8 (ram ind) 

Wght 

2,495 
2 ,525 
2,685 

2 ,520 
2 ,540 
2 ,705 

2 ,560 

2,965 
2 ,995 
2,970 
3,000 
3 ,270 
2 ,965 
2 ,985 
3,000 
3,275 
3,025 
3,045 

3, 1 30 
3, 1 65 
3, 1 35 
3 , 1 70 
3,435 
3, 1 35 
3, 1 55 
3 , 1 70 
3,435 
3,500 
3 , 1 85 
3 ,205 
3,260 
3,285 
3,460 
3,530 

3,3 1 5 
3,360 
3,430 

3,61 5 
3,655 
3,680 
3,705 
4,025 
4 ,055 

Price Prod 

1 ,951 -

2,01 1 -

2,306 -

2 ,052 -

2 , 1 1 4  -

2 ,408 -

2 ,257 1 3 ,683 

2 , 1 58 
2,2 1 4  
2,241 f-- 43,927 
2 ,297 
2,64� 
2,375 
2,463 t--- 1 1 ,606 2,432 
2 ,73� 
2,606 I--- 3 942 2 ,584- ' 

2 ,31 6 
2 ,372 
2,348 1---1 7,981 
2 ,404 
2,7�1-2,482 
2,570 
2 ,540 -26,544 
2 ,848 
2,94� 
2 ,7 1 3  
2 ,691 
2 ,763 
2,945 -42,360 
2,989 
3,092 

3,0 1 9  -

2,960 -
3,268 -

3,030 -

2 ,964 -
3 , 1 09 -

3,251 -
3,292 -

3,407 -

availabil ity 

S-Lancer 
S-Oart 6; O-Lancer 
S-Oart V8 
O-Oart V8 
S-Custom 880 
S-Polara 500; O-Oart V8 

I 



1 963 
Tl1 -L Dart 1 70 (wb 1 1 1 .0 ; wgns-1 06.0)-
58,536 bui l t  Wght Price Prod 

7 1 1  sdn 2d 2 ,605 1 ,983 -

71 3 sdn 4d 2 ,625 2 ,04 1  -
756 wgn 4d 2 ,7 1 0 2 ,309 -

TL 1 -H Dart 270 (wb 1 1 1 .0 ;  wgns 1 06.0)-61 , 1 59 bui lt 

731  sdn 2d 2 ,61 0 2 ,079 -

733 sdn 4d 2 ,635 2 , 1 35 -
735 conv cpe 2 ,740 2 ,385 -
776 wgn 4d 2 ,735 2 ,433 -

TL 1 -P Dart GT (wb 1 1 1 .0)-34,227 bui l t  

742 htp cpe 2 ,690 2 ,289 -

745 cony cpe 2 ,765 2 ,5 1 2  -

TD1 -L 330 L6 (wb 1 1 9.0 ;  wgns-1 1 6.0)-51 ,761 bui l t  

401 Fleet Special sdn 2d 3,040 2 ,205 -
403 Fleet Special sdn 4d 3 ,065 2,261 -
41 1 sdn 2d 3 ,050 2 ,245 -

41 3 sdn 4d 3,070 2,301 -
456 wgn 4d, 2S 3,320 2 ,648 -
457 wgn 4d, 3S 3,380 2 ,749 -

TD1 -M 440 L6 (wb 1 1 9.0;  wgns-1 1 6.0) - 1 3 ,  1 46 built 

42 1 sdn 2d 3 ,050 2,381 -
422 htp cpe 3,050 2 ,470 -
423 sdn 4d 3,075 2 ,438 -

TD1 -H Polara L6 (wb 1 1 9.0)-68,262 bui lt 

432 htp cpe 3, 1 05 2 ,624 -
I 433 sdn 4d 3 , 1 05 2 ,602 -

TD2-L 330 V8 (wb 1 1 9.0;  wgns 1 1 6.0)-33,602 bui lt 

601 Fleet Special sdn 2d 3 ,3 1 0  2 ,3 1 3  -

! 603 Fleet Special sdn 4d 3,335 2,369 -
61 1 sdn 2d 3,220 2 ,352 -

6 1 3  sdn 4d 3,245 2,408 -
656 wgn 4d, 2S 3,490 2 ,756 -

: 657 wgn 4d, 3S 3,550 2 ,857 -

I TD2-M 440 V8 (wb 1 1 9.0;  wgns 1 1 6.0)-49,591 bui lt 

: 62 1 sdn 2d 3,2 1 5  2,489 -
622 htp cpe 3 ,245 2 ,577 -
623 sdn 4d 3 ,250 2 ,546 -
666 wgn 4d, 2S 3,495 2,854 -

l 667 wgn 4d, 3S 3 ,555 2 ,956 -

TD2-H Polara V8 (wb 1 1 9.0)-40,323 bui lt 

I 632 htp cpe 3 ,255 2 ,732 -

633 sdn 4d 3,275 2,709 -

634 htp sdn 3 ,330 2 ,781 -
635 cony cpe 3,340 2,963 -

I TD2-P Polara 500 V8 (wb 1 1 9.0)-7,256 bui lt  

642 htp cpe 3 ,375 2,965 -

I 645 cony cpe 3,455 3, 1 96 -

T A3 880 V8 (wb 1 22 .0) 

I E503 sdn 4d 3,800 2,81 5 
E556 wgn 4d, 6P 4, 1 45 3 , 1 42 1--- 9,831 
E557 wgn 4d, 9P 4 , 1 75 3,25L, 
L5 1 2  Custom htp cpe 3 ,825 3,030 
L5 1 3  Custom sdn 4d 3,81 5  2,964 
L5 1 4  Custom htp sdn 3,840 3, 1 09 
L5 1 5  Custom cony cpe 3,845 3,251 1--1 8,435 
L558 Custom htp wgn 4d, 2S 4, 1 60 3,292 
L559 Custom htp wgn 4d, 3S 4, 1 86 3,40L 
1 963 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 1 70 .0  3.40 x 3. 1 3  1 0 1  S-Dart 
L6, 225 .0 3 .40 x 4 . 1 3  1 45 S-3301 4401 Polara 6 ;  O-Dart 

I t 

Dodge 
--

bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

V8, 3 1 8 .0  3 .9 1  x 3 .31  230 
V8, 36 1 .0 4 . 1 3 x 3 .38 265 
V8, 383 .0  4 .25 x 3.38 305 
V8, 383.0 4 .25 x 3.38 230 
'./8 ,  4 1 3 .0  4 . 1 9 x 3 . 75 360 
V8, 426.0 4 .25 x 3 .75 4 1 5/425 

1 964 
VL 1 -L Dart 1 70 (wb 1 1 1 .0 ;  wgns-1 06.0) 

7 1 1 sdn 2d 
7 1 3  sdn 4d 
756 wgn 4d, 2S 
VL 1 -H Dart 270 (wb 1 1 1 .0 ;  wgns-1 06.0) 

731 sdn 2d 
733 sdn 4d 
735 cony cpe 
776 wgn 4d, 2S 
VL 1 -P Dart GT (wb 1 1 1 .0) 

742 htp cpe 
745 cony cpe 

-

S-330 , 440, Polara V8 
S-880, Custom 880 
S-Polara 500; O-others exc Dart 
O-all exc Dart 
0-880, Custom 880 
O-all exc Dart (ram Ind) 

Wght 

2,61 5 
2,640 
2 ,740 

2 ,625 
2 ,645 
2 ,735 
2 ,745 

2,670 
2 ,770 

-

Price Prod 

2,053 L6: 74,625 19Sn-
2 ,3 1 5  V8 : 2 ,509 

-

2 , 1 60 _ L6: 58,972 
2 'O9� 
2 ,389 V8: 7,097 
2 ,41� 

2 ,3 1�_ L6:  37,660 
2 ,536 V8 : 1 2 , 1 70 

VD1 -L 330 L6 (wb 1 1 9.0;  wgns-1 1 6.0)-57,957 bui l t  

4 1 1 sdn 2d 3, 1 1 5 2 ,264 -

4 1 3  sdn 4d 3, 1 45 2 ,31 7 -

456 wgn 4d, 2S 3,400 2 ,654 -

457 wgn 4d,  3S 3,475 2 ,755 -

VD1 -M 440 L6 (wb 1 1 9.0)- 1 5, 1 47 bui lt  

421 sdn 2d 3 , 1 1 0 2 ,401 -

422 htp cpe 3, 1 20 2 ,483 -

423 sdn 4d 3, 1 45 2 ,454 -

VD1 -H Polara L6 (wb 1 1 9.0)-3,8 1 0  bui lt  

432 htp cpe 3, 1 35 2 ,637 -

433 sdn 4d 3 , 1 70 2 ,61 5 -

VD2-L 330 V8 (wb 1 1 9.0 ;  wgns-1 1 6.0)-46,438 built 
-

6 1 1 sdn 2d 3 ,285 2 ,372 -
6 1 3  sdn 4d 3,325 2 ,424 -
656 wgn 4d, 2S 3,570 2 ,762 -

657 wgn 4d, 3S 3,620 2 ,863 -

VD2-M 440 V8 (wb 1 1 9.0 ;  wgns-1 1 6.0)-68,861 built 

621 sdn 2d 3 ,280 2 ,508 -

622 htp cpe 3 ,295 2 ,590 -
623 sdn 4d 3 ,330 2 ,562 -
666 wgn 4d, 2S 3, 585 2,861 -
667 wgn 4d, 3S 3,640 2 ,962 -

VD2-H Polara V8 (wb 1 1 9.0)-66,988 built 

632 htp cpe 3,320 2 ,745 -

633 sdn 4d 3 ,365 2 ,722 -

634 htp sdn 3 ,395 2 ,794 -

645 cony cpe 3,435 2,994 -

VD2-P Polara 500 V8 (wb 1 1 9.0)-discont'd-1 7,787 bui lt  

642 htp cpe 3,340 2,978 -

645 cony cpe 3,550 3,227 -

VA3 880 V8 (wb 1 22 .0) 

E5 1 3  sdn 4d 3,795 2 ,826 
E556 wgn 4d, 6P 4 , 1 65 3 , 1 55 1 0,526 
E557 wgn 4d, 9P 4 , 1 85 3,270 
L522 Custom htp cpe 3,765 3,043 
L523 Custom sdn 4d 3 ,825 2 ,977 
L524 Custom htp sdn 3,860 3 , 1 22 2 1 ,234 L525 Custom cony cpe 3,850 3,264 
L568 Custom htp wgn 4d, 2S 4, 1 55 3,305 
L569 Custom htp wgn 4d , 3S 4, 1 85 3 ,420 

-

-1 c n 



Dodge 

1 964 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6 1 70 0  3.40 - 3 1 3  1 0 1 S-Dart 
L6. 225 0 3 40 · 4 1 3 1 45 S-330/440/Polara 6 ;0-Dart 
V8 , 273 .5  3 63 · 3 .31  1 80 O-Dart 
V8 , 3 1 8 0 3 9 1 · 3 .3 1  230 S-330. 440. Polara V8 
V8, 361 0 4 1 3  � 3 38 265 S-880, Custom 880 
V8. 383 .0  4.25 - 3 38 305/ 330 O-a/l exc Dart 
V8, 426 0 4 .25 · 3 75 365 O-a/l exc Dart 
V8, 426.0 4 25 , 3 75 4 1 5/425 O-a/l exc Dart ( ram md) 

-

1 965 
--

AL 1 -L Dart 1 70 (wb 1 1 1 .0 ;  wgns-1 06.0)-
86,01 3 bui lt Wght Price Prod 

- -

L 1 1  sdn 2d 2,645 2,074 -

L 1 3  sdn 4d 2,660 2 . 1 39 -
L56 wgn 4d 2 ,770 2,407 -

- ---

AL 1 -H Dart 270 (wb 1 1 1 .0 ;  wgns 1 06.0)-78,245 built 
--

L31 sdn 2d 2,650 
L32 htp cpe 2,675 
L33 sdn 4d 2,670 
L35 conv cpe 2, 765 
L76 wgn 4d 2,770 
Al 1 -P Dart GT (wb 1 1 1 .0)-45, 1 1 8  bui lt 

L42 hlp cpe 2 ,71 5 
L45 conv cpe 2,795 
AW1 -l Coronet l6 (wb 1 1 7.0 ; wgns-1 1 6 .0)* 

W 1 1 Deluxe sdn 2d 3 ,090 
W 1 3  Deluxe sdn 4d 3 , 1 40 
W2 1 sdn 2d 3,070 
W23 sdn 4d 3,095 
W56 Deluxe wgn 4d 3,390 
AW2-H Coronet 440 l6 (wb 1 1 7.0 ;  wgns-1 1 6.0)* 

W32 hlp cpe 3, 1 00 
W33 sdn 4d 3, 1 25 
W35 conv cpe 3,230 
W76 wgn 4d 3,395 
AW2-l Coronet V8 (wb 1 1 7.0;  wgns-1 1 6.0)* 

W0 1 Hemi-Charger sdn 2d 3, 1 65 
W1 1 Deluxe sdn 2d 3 , 1 60 
W 1 3  Deluxe sdn 4d 3,2 1 0  
W21 sdn 2d 3, 1 45 
W23 sdn 4d 3, 1 95 
W56 Deluxe wgn 4d 3,470 
A W2-H Coronet 440 V8 (wb 1 1 7.0 ;  wgns-1 1 6.0)* 

W32 hlp cpe 3, 1 80 
W33 sdn 4d 3,230 
W35 conv cpe 3,295 
W76 wgn 4d, 6P 3,490 
W77 wgn 4d, 9P 3 ,560 

-

AW2-P Coronet 500 V8 (wb 1 1 7.0)-32,745 built 

W42 hlp cpe 
W45 conv cpe 
AW2-l Polara V8 (wb 1 2 1 .0)-1 2,705 built 

0 1 2  
0 1 3  
0 1 4  
0 1 5  
023 
056 
057 

hlp cpe 
sdn 4d 
hlp sdn 
conv cpe 
sdn 4d (3 1 8) 
wgn 4d, 6P 
wgn 4d, 9P 

-- --

3,255 
3,340 

3,850 
3,905 
3,965 
3,940 
3,847 
4,220 
4 ,255 

AD2-H Custom 880 V8 (wb 1 21 .0)-44,496 built 
- - -

032 hlp cpe 3,945 
034 hlp sdn 4, 1 55 

1 70 

- --

2, 1 80 -

2,274 -

2,247 -

2,48 1 -

2 ,506 -

--

--

2,404 -

2,628 -

2,257 -
2,296 -

2,21 7 -

2 ,256 -

2,592 -

2,403 -

2,377 -

2 ,622 -
2,674 -

- -

2,353 -

2,392 -

2 ,3 1 3  -

2 ,352 -

2,688 -

2,499 -

2,473 -

2 ,7 18  -

2,770 -

2,868 -

2,674 -

2,894 -

2,837 -
2 ,806 -

2,9 1 3  -

3 , 1 3 1  -
2,730 -

3 , 1 53 -
3,259 -

3,085 -

3, 1 50 -

Wght Price Prod 

035 conv cpe 3,965 3,335 -
038 sdn 4d 3 ,9 1 5  3,0 1 0  -
076 wgn 4d, 6P 4,270 3,422 -
077 wgn 4d, 9P 4.355 3,527 -

-

AD2-P Monaco V8 (wb 1 21 .0) 
-

042 htp cpe 4,000 3 ,355 1 3 ,096 
'Comblned L6 and V8 production : Coronet 7 1 ,880; Coronet 440 1 04,767. 
1 965 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6. 1 70 .0 3 .40 x 3 . 1 3  1 0 1 S-Dart 
L6, 225 0 3 .40 y  4. 1 3  1 45 S-Coronetl440 6; O-Dart 
V8, 273 .5  3.63 x 3 .3 1  1 80 S-Coronet/440/500 V8s; O-Dart 
V8, 273 .5  3.63 x 3 .31  235 0-Coronet/440/500 V8s, Dart 
V8, 3 1 8 .0 3 .9 1 / 3 .3 1  230 0-Coronetl440/500 V8s 
V8, 361 .0 4 . 1 2 >< 3.38 265 0-Coronetl440/500 V8s 
V8 , 383 .0 4 .25 x 3 .38 3 1 5  S-Monaco; O-Coronets 
V8, 383 .0  4 .25 x 3.38 270 S-Polara, Custom 880 
V8 , 383.0 4 .25 Y 3.38 330 O-Coronet, 440, 500 V8s 
V8 , 4 1 3 .0  4 . 1 9 x 3 . 75 340 O-Polara, Custom 880, Monaco 
V8, 426 .0  4 .25 x 3 .75 365 S-Heml -Charger ; O-olhers 
V8, 426 .0 4.25 y 3 . 75 425 S-Heml-Charger 425 

1 966 
Bll Dart (wb 1 1 1 .0 ;  wgns-1 06.0)-
75,990 bui lt Wght Price Prod 

1 -2 1  sdn 2d, L6 2,670 2 ,094 -
2-2 1 sdn 2d, V8 2 ,860 2 ,222 -
1 -4 1  sdn 4d, L6 2,695 2, 1 58 -

2-41 sdn 4d, V8 2,895 2,286 -
1 -45 wgn 4d, L6 2 ,780 2 ,436 -
2-45 wgn 4d, V8 2 ,990 2 ,564 -

B lH Dart 270 (wb 1 1 1 .0 ;  wgns 1 06.0)-69,996 bui lt  

1 -23 hlp cpe, L6 2 ,720 2 ,307 -
2-23 hlp cpe, V8 2,890 2,435 -
1 -27 conv cpe, L6 2,805 2 ,570 -

2-27 conv cpe, V8 2,995 2,698 -
1 -4 1  sdn 4d, L6 2,680 2 ,280 -
2-41 sdn 4d, V8 2 ,895 2,408 -

1 -45 wgn 4d, L6 2 ,795 2,533 -
2-45 wgn 4d, V8 3,020 2,661  -

BlP Dart GT (wb 1 1 1 .0)-30,041 bui lt 

1 -23 hlp cpe, L6 2 ,735 2,4 1 7  -
2-23 hlp cpe, V8 2 ,91 5 2 ,545 -
1 -27 conv cpe, L6 2 ,830 2 ,700 -
2-27 conv cpe, V8 2,995 2,828 -

BWl Coronet (wb 1 1 7.0)-66,1 61 bui lt 

1 -2 1  sdn 2d, L6 3,055 2,264 -
2-2 1 sdn 2d,  V8 3,2 1 5  2 ,358 -
1 -4 1  sdn 4d, L6 3 ,077 2 ,306 -

2-41  sdn 4d,  V8 3,245 2,396 -
1 -2 1  Deluxe sdn 2d,  L6 3,050 2,303 -

2-2 1 Deluxe sdn 2d, V8 3,2 1 5  2,391 -
1 -4 1  Deluxe sdn 4d , L6 3 ,075 2,34 1 -

2-41  Deluxe sdn 4d , V8 3,240 2,435 -
1 -45 Deluxe wgn 2d, L6 3,480 2,63 1 -
2-45 Deluxe wgn 2d,  V8 3 ,595 2 ,725 -

BWH Coronet 440 (wb 1 1 7.0)- 1 28,998 bui lt 

1 -23 hlp cpe, L6 3 ,075 2,457 -
2-23 hlp cpe, V8 3,235 2 ,551 -

1 -27 conv cpe, L6 3, 1 85 2 ,672 -
2-27 conv cpe, V8 3,3 1 0  2 ,766 -

1 -4 1 sdn 4d, L6 3,095 2 ,432 -
2-4 1 sdn 4d , V8 3,220 2 .526 -
1 -45 wgn 4d, L6 3 .51 5 2 ,722 -
2-45 wgn 4d . 2S. V8 3.585 2.81 6 -



Wght Price Prod 
-----

2-46 wgn 4d, 3S, V8 3,680 2,926 
BWP Coronet 500 (wb 1 1 7.0)-55,683 bui lt 

1 -23 htp cpe, L6 3 , 1 1 5 2 ,61 1 
2-23 htp cpe, V8 3 ,275 2 ,705 
1 -27 conv cpe, L6 3, 1 80 2 ,827 
2-27 conv cpe, V8 3,345 2,92 1  
1 -4 1  sdn 4d, L6 3 , 1 20 2 ,586 
2-4 1 sdn 4d, V8 3,280 2,680 
BX2-P Charger (wb 1 1 7.0) 

29 htp cpe 4P 3,499 3, 1 22 37,344 
BD2-l Polara (wb 1 21 .0)- 1 07,832 bui lt 

23 htp cpe 3 ,820 2 ,874 
27 conv cpe 3 ,885 3, 1 6 1  
4 1  sdn 4d 3,860 2,838 
4 1  sdn 4 d  (3 1 8) 3 ,765 2,763 
43 htp sdn 3 ,880 2,948 
45 wgn 4d, 2S 4,265 3, 1 83 
46 wgn 4d, 3S 4 ,295 3,286 
BD2-H Monaco (wb 1 21 .0)-49,773 bui lt 

23 htp cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
43 htp sdn 
45 wgn 4d, 28 
46 wgn 4d , 38 
BD2-P Monaco 500 (wb 1 21 .0) 

23 htp cpe 
1 966 Engines bore x stroke 

L6, 1 70 .0  
L6, 225.0 
V8, 273 . 5  
V8, 273. 5  
V8, 3 1 8 .0  
V8, 361 .0 
V8, 383.0 
V8, 383.0  
V8, 426.0 
V8, 440.0 

1 967 

3.40 x 3 . 1 3  
3 .40 x 4. 1 3  
3 .63 x 3. 3 1  
3 .63 x 3. 3 1  
3 .9 1  x 3. 3 1  
4 . 1 3 x 3.38 
4.25 x 3 .38 
4.25 x 3.38 
4.25 x 3.75 
4.32 x 3.75 

3 ,855 
3 ,890 
4 ,835 
4,270 
4,3 1 5  

3 ,895 
bhp avai labi l ity 

1 0 1  S-Dart 6s 

3 , 1 07 
3,033 
3, 1 70 
3 ,436 
3 ,539 

3,604 

1 45 S-Coronet 6 ;  O-Dart 6 
1 80 S-Coronet V8, Dart V8 
235 O-Dart V8 

1 0,840 

230 S-Chrgr; O-Cor V8, Pol 3 1 8 sdn 4d 
265 O-Charger, Coronet V8 
270 S-Pol, Pol 500, Mon ; O-Mon 500 
325 8-Monaco 500 ; O-all exc Dart 
425 O-Charger (max perf cam avail) 
350 O-Pol, Pol 500, Mon, Mon 500 

Cll Dart (wb 1 1 1 .0)-53,043 bui lt  Wght Price Prod 

1 -2 1  sdn 2d, L6 2 ,7 1 0  2 , 1 87 
2-21  sdn 2d, V8 2 ,895 2,3 1 5  
1 -4 1  sdn 4d, L6 2,725 2 ,224 
2-4 1 sdn 4d, V8 2,9 1 0  2 ,352 
ClH Dart 270 (wb 1 1 1 .0)-63,227 bui lt 

1 -23 htp cpe, L6 2,725 2,388 
2-23 htp cpe, V8 2,9 1 0  2 ,5 1 6  
1 -4 1 sdn 4d, L6 2 ,735 2,362 
2-4 1 sdn 4d, V8 2 ,91 5 2,490 
ClP Dart GT (wb 1 1 1 .0)-38,225 bui lt 

1 -23 htp cpe,  L6 2 ,750 2 ,499 
2-23 htp cpe, V8 2,930 2,627 
1 -27 conv cpe, L6 2,850 2,732 
2-27 conv cpe, V8 3,030 2,860 
CWE Coronet (wb 1 1 7.0)-4,933 bui lt 

1 -45 wgn 4d, L6 3 ,485 2,622 
2-45 wgn 4d, V8 3,650 2,71 6 
CWl Coronet Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0)-29,022 bui lt 

1 -2 1  s d n  2d, L6 3,045 2,359 
2-2 1 sdn 2d, V8 3,2 1 0  2 ,453 

Dodge 

Wght Price Prod 

1 -4 1  sdn 4d , L6 3 ,070 2 ,397 
2-4 1 sdn 4d , V8 3,235 2 ,491 
1 -45 wgn 2d, L6 3 ,495 2,693 
2-45 wgn 2d, V8 3 ,625 2 ,787 
CWH Coronet 440 (wb 1 1 7.0)- 1 06,368 bui lt 

1 -23 htp cpe, L6 3 ,065 2,500 
2-23 htp cpe, V8 3 ,235 2,594 
1 -27 conv cpe,  L6 3, 1 40 2 ,740 
2-27 conv cpe, V8 3,305 2,834 
1 -4 1  sdn 4d , L6 3 ,060 2 ,475 
2-4 1 sdn 4d , V8 3,225 2 ,569 
1 -45 wgn 4d, L6 3 ,495 2,771 
2-45 wgn 4d, 28, V8 3,605 2 ,865 
2-46 wgn 4d, 38, V8 3 ,705 2 ,975 
CWP Coronet 500 (wb 1 1 7.0)-39,260 bui lt ( includes RfT) 

1 -23 htp cpe, L6 3 , 1 1 5  2 ,679 
2-23 htp cpe, V8 3,280 2 ,773 
1 -27  conv cpe, L6 3 , 1 90 2 ,9 1 9 
2-27 conv cpe, V8 ' 3 ,355 3 ,01 3 
1 -4 1  sdn 4d, L6 3 ,075 2,654 
2-4 1 sdn 4d, V8 3,235 2 ,748 
CW2-P Coronet RfT (wb 1 1 7.0) 

23 htp cpe, V8 3 ,565 3, 1 99 
27  conv cpe, V8 3 ,640 3 ,438 
CW2-P Charger (wb 1 1 7.0) 

29 htp cpe 4P, V8 3 ,480 3, 1 28 1 5,788 
C D2-l Polara (wb 1 22 .0)-69,798 bu i lt 

23 htp cpe 3 ,870 2,953 
27  conv cpe 3 ,930 3,24 1 
4 1  sdn 4d 3 ,885 2 ,91 5 
4 1  sdn 4d (3 1 8) 3 ,765 2,843 
43 htp sdn 3 ,920 3,028 
45 wgn 4d,  2S 4,440 3,265 
46 wgn 4d,  3S 4,450 3,368 
C D2-M Polara 500 (wb 1 22.0)-5,606 bui lt 

23 htp  cpe 3,880 3, 1 55 
27  conv cpe 3,940 3 ,443 
C D2-H Monaco (wb 1 22.0)-35,225 bui lt 

23 htp  cpe 3,885 3 ,21 3 
4 1  sdn 4d 3 ,895 3, 1 38 
43 htp sdn 3 ,945 3,275 
45 wgn 4d, 2S 4,425 3,543 
46 wgn 4d , 3S 4 ,475 3,646 
C D2-P Monaco 500 (wb 1 22.0) 

23 htp cpe 3 ,970 3,7 1 2  5 ,237 
1 967 Engines 

L6, 1 70 .0  
L6, 225 .0  
V8, 273.5 
V8, 273.5 
V8, 3 1 8.0 
V8, 383.0 
V8, 383.0 
V8, 426.0 
V8, 440.0  
V8, 440.0 

1 968 

bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

3.40 x 3 . 1 3  1 1 5 8-Dart 6 
3 .40 x 4 . 1 3  1 45 S-Coronet 6 ;  O-Dart 6 
3 .63 x 3 .3 1  1 80 8-Dart V8, Coronet V8 
3 .63 3 .3 1  235 O-Dart V8 
3 .91  x 3. 3 1  230 8-Chrgr, Polara 3 1 8; O-Cor V8 
4.25 3.38 270 S-Polara, Monaco, O-Cor, Mon 500 
4.25 x 3.38 325 S-Mon 500; O-Cor, Chrgr, Pol, Mon 
· �.25 x 3.75 425 O-Coronet RfT, Charger 
4.32 3.75 350 O-Polara, Monaco 
4.32 3.75 375 S-Cor RfT; O-Chrgr, Pol, Mon 

Dll Dart (wb 1 1 1 .0)-60,250 bui lt Wght Price Prod 

1 -2 1  sdn 2d, L6 
2-21  sdn 2d , V8 

2 ,705 
2 ,875 

2,323 
2 ,451 

1 7 1 



Dodge 
Wght Price Prod 

1 -4 1  sdn 4d, L6 2 ,725 2,360 
2-41 sdn 4d, V8 2,900 2,488 
DLH Dart 270 (wb 1 1 1 .0)-76,497 built 

1 -23 hlp cpe , L6 2 ,725 2,525 
2-23 hlp cpe, V8 2 ,885 2 ,653 
1 -4 1  sdn 4d, L6 2,71 0 2 ,499 
2-41 sdn 4d,  V8 2,900 2,627 
DLP Dart GT (wb 1 1 1 .0)-26,280 built 

1 -23 hlp cpe, L6 2 ,7 1 5 2,637 
2-23 hlp cpe, V8 2,895 2,675 
1 -27 cony cpe, L6 2 ,790 2,83 1 
2-27 conli cpe, V8 2,970 2 ,959 
DL2-S Dart GTS (wb 1 1 0.0)-8,745 bui lt  

23 hlp cpe, V8 3,065 3, 1 89 
27 cony cpe, V8 3 , 1 50 3,383 
DWL Coronet Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0)-46,299 built 

1 -2 1  cpe, L6 3,0 1 5 2 ,487 
2-21  cpe, V8 3,200 2,58 1  
1 -4 1  sdn 4d, L6 3,035 2,525 
2-4 1 sdn 4d, V8 3,220 2 ,6 1 9  
1 -45 wgn 4d, L6 3,455 2 ,8 1 6  
2-45 wgn 4d, V8 3,590 2 ,9 1 0  

DWH Coronet 440 (wb 1 1 7.0)-1 1 6,348 built ( includes Super Bee) 

1 -2 1  cpe, L6 3,0 1 5 2,565 
2-21  "pe, V8 3,200 2 ,671 
1 -23 hlp cpe, L6 3,040 2,627 
2-23 hlp cpe, V8 3 ,225 2 ,733 
1 -4 1  sdn 4d, L6 3 ,035 2,603 
2-41 sdn 4d, V8 3 ,320 2 ,709 
1 -45 wgn 4d, L6 3,450 2,924 
2-45 wgn 4d, 2S, V8 3,585 3,030 
2-46 wgn 4d , 3S, V8 3,680 3, 1 40 
DWH Coronet Super Bee (wb 1 1 7.0) 

M-21  cpe, V8 3,395 3,027 
DW2-P Coronet 500 (wb 1 1 7.0)-40,1 39 bui lt 

23 hlp cpe, V8 3,260 2 ,879 
27 cony cpe, V8 3,360 3,036 
4 1  sdn 4d, V8 3,240 2 ,91 2 
45 wgn 4d, 2S, V8 3,61 0 3,2 1 2  
46 wgn 4d , 3S, V8 3,700 3,322 

- DW2-S Coronet R/T (wb 1 1 7.0)- 1 0,849 built 

23 hlp cpe, V8 3,530 3,379 
27 cony cpe, V8 3,630 3,6 1 3  
DX1 -S Charger (wb 1 1 7.0)-96, 1 08 bui lt 

1 P-29 hlp cpe 4P, '_6 3 , 1 00 2 ,934 
2P-29 hID cpe 4P, V8 3,305 3,040 
2X-29 R/T hlp cpe, 4P, V8 3,575 3 ,506 
DD2-L Polara (wb 1 22.0)-99,055 built 

23 hlp cpe 3,700 3,027 
27 cony cpe 3,755 3,288 
4 1  sdn 4d 3,735 3,005 
43 hlp sdn 3 ,755 3, 1 00 
45 wgn 4d, 2S 4 , 1 55 3 ,388 
46 wgn 4d, 3S 4,2 1 0  3 ,454 
DD2-M Polara 500 (wb 1 22.0)-4,983 bui lt  

23 hlp cpe 3,740 3,226 
27 cony cpe 3,780 3,487 
DD2-H Monaco (wb 1 22.0)-37,4 1 2  bui lt 

23 hlp cpe 3,845 3,369 
4 1  sdn 4d 3,885 3,294 

1 72 

Wght Price 

43 hlp sdn 3 ,9 1 0  3,432 
45 wgn 4d , 2S 4,295 3 ,702 
46 wgn 4d, 3S 4,360 3,835 
DD2-P Monaco 500 (wb 1 22.0) 

23 hlp cpe 3,885 3,869 
1 968 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

3.40 x 3 . 1 3  1 1 5 S-Dart 6 
3.40 x 4. 1 3  1 45 S-CoroneI 6 ; O-Oart 6 
3.63 x 3 .3 1  1 90 S-Oart V8 ,  Coronel V8 
3 .91  x 3 . 3 1  230 S-Chrgr, Pol ; O-Oart V8, Cor V8 
4.04 x 3.31  275 S-Oart GTS 
4.25 x 3.38 300 O-Oart GTS 
4.25 x 3.38 290 S-Mon; O-Cor V8, Chrgr, Pol 
4 .25 x 3.38 330 O-Cor V8, Chrgr, Pol, Mon 
4 .25 x 3.38 335 S-Coronel Super Bee 

Prod 

4,568 

L6, 1 70 .0  
L6, 225.0 
V8, 273.5 
V8, 3 1 8 .0  
V8, 340.0 
V8, 383 .0  
V8, 383.0 
V8, 383 .0  
V8, 383.0 
V8, 426.0 
V8, 440.0 
V8, 440.0 

4.25 x 3 .75 425 O-Cor RIT, Chrgr R/T; S-Chrgr Day! 
4.32 x 3.75 350 O-Polara & Monaco wgns 
4.32 x 3.75 375 S-Cor R/T, Chrgr R/T; O-Pol, Mon 

1 969 
LL Dart (wb 1 1 1 .0)- 1 06,329 bui lt 
( includes Swinger 340) Wght Price 

23 Swinger hlp cpe 2 ,795 2 ,400 
4 1  sdn 4d 2 ,8 1 0 2 ,41 3 
LM Dart Swinger 340 (wb 1 1 1 .0) 

23 hlp cpe 3,097 2 ,836 
LH Dart Custom (wb 1 1 0.0)-63,740 bui lt  

23 hlp cpe 2,795 2,577 
4 1  sdn 4d 2 ,8 1 0  2 ,550 
LP Dart GT (wb 1 1 1 .0)-20,91 4  bui lt 

23 hlp cpe 2,800 2,672 
27 cony cpe 2 ,905 2,865 
LS Dart GTS V8 (wb 1 1 0.0)-6,702 bui lt 

23 hlp cpe 3, 1 05 3 ,226 
27 cony cpe 3,2 1 0  3,4 1 9  
W L  Coronet Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0)-23,988 bui lt 

2 1  cpe 3,067 2 ,554 
4 1  sdn 4d 3,097 2,589 
45 wgn 4d 3 ,552 2 ,922 
WH Coronet 440 (wb 1 1 7.0)- 1 05,882 built 

2 1  cpe 3,067 2,630 
23 hlp cpe 3,097 2,692 
4 1  sdn 4d 3 , 1 02 2 ,670 
45 wgn 4d, 2S 3,557 3 ,033 
46 wgn 4d , 3S, V8 only 3,676 3,246 
WM Coronet Super Bee V8 (wb 1 1 7.0)-27,846 bui lt 

2 1  cpe 3,440 3,076 
23 hlp cpe 3,470 3 , 1 38 
WP Coronet 500 V8 (wb 1 1 7.0)-32,050 bui lt  

23 hlp cpe 3 , 1 71  2,929 
27 cony cpe 3,306 3,069 
4 1  sdn 4d 3 ,206 2 ,963 
45 wgn 4d, 2S 3,61 1 3,280 
46 wgn 4d, 3S 3,676 3,392 
WS Coronet R/T (wb 1 1 7.0)-7,238 built 

23 hlp cpe 3,601 
27 cony cpe 3,72 1 
XP/XS Charger (wb 1 1 7.0) 

3,442 
3,660 

Prod 

XP29 hlp cpe, L6 3 , 1 03 
XP29 hlp cpe, V8 3,256 

3,0251 69 1 42 3 , 1 2� , 



Wght Price Prod 

XS29 R/T hlp cpe, V8 3,646 3,592 20,057 
Daytona htp cpe, V8 4.000 505 

XX Charger 500 V8 (wb 1 1 7.0)· 

XX29 hlp cpe 3,671 3 ,860 
DL Polara (wb 1 22.0)-83, 1 22 bui lt 

23 hlp cpe 3,646 3 , 1 1 7  
27 cony cpe 3,791 3 ,377 
4 1  sdn 4d 3,701 3,095 
43 hlp sdn 3 ,73 1  3 , 1 88 
45 wgn 4d , 2S 4 , 1 6 1 3 ,522 
46 wgn 4d , 3S 4 ,21 1 3,629 
OM Polara 500 (wb 1 22.0)-5,564 bui lt 

23 htp cpe 3,681 3 ,31 4 
27 cony cpe 3,801 3 ,576 
DH Monaco (wb 1 22.0)-38,566 bui l t  

23 htp cpe 3 ,81 1 3 ,528 
4 1  sdn 4d 3,846 3,452 
43 hlp sdn 3,891 3,591 
45 wgn 4d , 2S 4,306 3 ,91 7 
46 wgn 4d , 3S 4,361 4,046 
·Production i ncluded wilh XP 29 models 
1 969 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 1 70 .0  3 .40 x 3. 1 3  1 1 5 S-Dart 
L6, 225 .0 3 .40 x 4 . 1 3  1 45 S-Coronel De1/440 ; O-Dart 
V8, 273 .5  3 .63 x 3 .3 1  1 90 S-Dart V8 
VB, 3 1 B.0 3 .91  x 3 . 3 1  230 S-Cor Del/440/500, Chrgr, Pol; O-Dart 
VB, 340.0 4 .04 x 3 .3 1  275 S-GTS, Swinger 340 
VB, 3B3 .0  4.25 x 3 .38 290 S-Monaco ; O-Polara, Chrgr, Coronel 
VB, 3B3.0 4.25 x 3 .38 330 O-GTS, Cor V8, Mon, Pol, Chrgr 
VB, 3B3.0  4.25 x 3.38 335 S-Coronel Super Bee 
VB, 426.0 4.25 x 3 .75 425 O-Coronel R/T, Charger R/T 
VB, 440.0  4.32 x 3 .75 350 O-Monaco & Polara wgns 
V8, 440.0  4.32 x 3.75 375 O-Monaco & Polara exc wagons 

1 970 
LL Dart (wb 1 1 1 .0) Wght Price Prod 

23 Swinger hlp cpe 2,903 2,261 1 1 9,883 
4 1  sdn 4d 2,900 2 ,308 35,499 
LH Dart Custom (wb 1 1 1 .0)  

23 hlp cpe 2 ,898 2 ,463 1 7,208 
4 1  sdn 4d 2,905 2,467 23,779 
LM Dart Swinger 340 (wb 1 1 1 .0) 

23 hlp cpe 3 , 1 30 2,631 1 3 ,785 
JH Chal lenger (wb 1 1 0.0) 

23 htp cpe 3,028 2,851 53,337 
27  conv cpe 3, 1 03 3 , 1 20 3 , 1 73 
29 S.E.  hlp cpe 3 ,053 3,083 6,584 
JS Chal lenger RfT (wb 1 1 0.0) 

23 htp cpe ( inc T I A) 3 ,405 3,226 1 4,889 
27  cony cpe 3,470 3,535 1 ,070 
29 S .E .  h lp  cpe 3,440 3,498 3,979 
WL Coronet Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0) 

2 1  cpe 3, 1 50 2,669 2,978 
4 1 sdn 4d 3, 1 88 2,704 7,894 
45 wgn 4d 3,675 3,048 3,694 
WH Coronet 440 (wb 1 1 7.0) 

2 1 cpe 3, 1 70 2 ,743 1 ,236 
23 htp cpe 3, 1 85 2 ,805 24,341 
4 1  sdn 4d 3, 1 90 2,783 33,258 
45 wgn 4d 3,673 3, 1 56 3,964 
46 wgn 4d 3,775 3,368 3 ,772 

WM Coronet Super Bee (wb 1 1 7.0) 

21 cpe 
23 hlp cpe 
WP Coronet 500 (wb 1 1 7.0) 

23 hlp cpe 
27 cony cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
45 wgn 4d , 2S 
46 wgn 4d , 3S 
WS Coronet R/T (wb 1 1 7.0) 

23 hlp cpe 
27 cony cpe 
XH/XP Charger (wb 1 1 7.0) 

X H29 htp cpe 
X P29 500 hlp cpe 
X S/XX Charger R/T (wb 1 1 7.0) 

XS29 htp cpe 
X X29 Daytona hlp cpe 
DE Polara (wb 1 22 .0)· 

4 1  sdn 4d, L6 
45 wgn 4d , 2S, V8 
46 wgn 4d , 3S,  V8 
DL Polara "Deluxe" V8 (wb 1 22.0) 

23 hlp cpe 
27  cony cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
43 htp sdn 
45 wgn 4d, 2S 
46 wgn 4d, :3S 
OM Polara Custom V8 (wb 1 22 .0)· 

23 hlp cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
43 hlp sdn 
DH Monaco (wb 1 22.0) 

23 hlp cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
43 hlp sdn 
45 wgn 4d ,  2S 
46 wgn 4d, 3S 

Wght 

3 ,500 
3 ,535 

3,235 
3 ,345 
3,255 
3 , 7 1 5  
3 ,785 

3,545 
3,61 0 

3 ,293 
3,293 

3 ,6 1 0  . 3 ,7 1 0  

3 ,775 
4 , 1 80 
4 ,235 

3 ,770 
3,830 
3,805 
3,850 
4, 1 80 
4,235 

4,005 
3,975 
3,925 

3,950 
4 ,0 1 0 
4 ,045 
4,420 
4,475 

Price 

3,01 2 
3,074 

3 ,048 
3, 1 88 
3 ,082 
3 ,404 
3,5 1 4  

3 ,569 
3 ,785 

Dodge 
Prod 

-- --

3,966 
1 1 ,540 

8 ,247 
924 

2 ,890 
1 ,657 
1 ,779 

2 ,3 1 9  
296 

3'0m-3, 1 39 39,43 1 

3 ,7� 1 0,337 
3,993 

2,960 
3,5 1 3  
3,62 1 

3 ,224 
3 ,527 842 
3,222 
3 ,31 6 
3,670 
3 ,778 

3,458 
3,426 
3 ,528 

3 ,679 3 ,522 
3,604 4 ,721  
3 ,743 1 0,974 
4 , 1 1 0  2 ,21 1 
4,242 3,264 

·Dodge combined production figu res for most Polara models. Ava i l-
able figu res are: 

23 htp cpe (DL,  OM) 1 5,243 
27  cony cpe ( DL) 842 
4 1  sdn 4 d  (DE ,  DL,  OM)  1 8 ,740 
43 htp sdn (DL, OM) 1 9,223 
45 wgn 4d , 2S (DE ,  DL)  3,074 
46 wgn 4d , 3s (DE, DL) 3 ,546 

1 970 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 1 98 .0 3.40 x 3 .64 1 25 S-Dart 
L6, 225.0 3 .40 x 4. 1 3  1 45 S-Chal/Cor/Chrgr/Polara 6s; O-Dart 
V8, 3 1 B.0 3 .91  x 3 .3 1  230 S-Dart exc Swngr 340, Chal ,  Cor, 

Chrgr,  Pol 
V8, 340.0 4 .04 x 3. 3 1  275 S-Swngr 340 ;  O-Chal 
V8, 383.0 4.25 3.38 290 S-Mon, Pol Cus; O-Chal/Cor/Chrgrl 

Polara V8s 
VB, 3B3 .0 4 .25 x 3.38 330 O-Chal, Cor, Pol, Pol Cus, Monaco 
V8, 3B3 .0 4.25 x 3 .38 335 S-Super Bee, Chal R/T; O-Chal, 

Chrgr R/T 
VB, 426.0 4.25 x 3.75 425 O-Chal , Super Bee, Cor/Chrgr R/Ts 
VB, 440.0 4.32 3 .75 350 O-Monaco, Polara, Polara Cuslom 
V8, 440.0 4 .32 x 3.75 375 S-Chrgr/CoronetiChalienger R/Ts 
VB, 440.0 4.32 x 3 .75 390 O-Chrgr/Cor/Chal R/Ts, Super Bee 



Edsel Ed se l D iv i sion,  Ford Motor Co.  
Dearborn ,  Michigan 

A comedy of errors ,  o r  a good idea at the wrong 
t ime?  The Edse l  was both-proof that even g i an t  

m u l t i n at iona l corporat ions  somet i mes m ake m i stakes. 
0 0  I ts a im was r i gh t . " sa id  a prom i nent  auto h i stor i an . 
. . but the target moved . "  

The Edsel was devel oped i n  1 955, when sales of 
l ow e r - m e d i u m - p r i ce cars  were boom i n g .  Pon t i ac .  
Bu i c k ,  and Dod ge were prod u c i n g  near ly two m i l l i on 
veh ic les com b i ned . By the t ime Edse l  appeared in  l ate 
1 957 ,  the market had bottomed out .  New-car sales were 
in a s l u m p  general ly ,  and the m arket sh are fo r med i u m ­
pr ice cars had d ropped from 2 5  percent to about 1 8  per­
cent .  Edse l D iv i s ion  started w i th  a goal of se l l i n g  
1 00 .000 of the f i rst-year 1 958 mode l s .  I t  prod uced a l i tt le  
over 50 ,000 cars by the end of  ca lendar 1 957.  From 
there it  was al l down h i l l .  I n  ca lendar 1 958, o n l y  26, 563 
Edse ls  were bu i l t .  Output was less th an 30,000 u n its i n  

1 958 Citat ion hardtop sedan 

Irl.t 
, r 

1 959 Corsa i r  hardtop sedan 

1 74 

1 959 , and the l i n e d i sappeared fo r good by the end of 
Novem ber that year .  

The car was neve r i n tended to bear the n ame of 
Hen ry Ford 's  son ,  but i t  wasn ' t  for l ack  of try i n g .  Ford 
had rec ru i ted poetess M ar ianne  Moore to n ame the new 
car and she came u p  w i th  some stu n n ers :  " M o n goose 
C i v i q u e , "  " T u rcot i n g  a , " a n d  " Ut o p i  an Tu rt l eto p . "  
Ranger ,  Pacer ,  Corsai r ,  an d C i tat ion  were the top f i n ­
i shers o f  t h e  6000 n ames cons i dered by t h e  ad agency.  
Ernest B reech ,  Ford Motor Com pany's c ha i rman of  the 
board , d i d n ' t l i ke any of them , thou g h  they were adopt­
ed as ser ies desi g n at ions  for 1 958 . When told t hat 
Hen ry Fo rd I I  was ag ai nst cal l i n g  the car  Edse l ,  B reech 
rep l i ed , " I ' l l  take care of Hen ry . "  And he d i d .  

Ran ger a n d  Pacer came on a 1 1 6- or 1 1 8- i nch  whee l ­
base sh ared wi th  the '58 Ford . Corsai r and C i tat ion  rode 
M ercu ry 's  1 24- i nch  whee l base. Bodyshe l l s  were s i m i -

1 960 R anger fou r-door sedan 

1 960 R anger converti ble 



l ar l y  sh ared and Edsel offered a w i de c h o i ce of body 
sty les .  Pr ices were about  $500 dow nstream of compar­
able M ercu rys . A long  w ith i ts  u n i q u e  " horse-co l l ar "  
g r i l l e  a n d  n ar row hor izonta l  tai l l i g hts (wh i ch one  cyn i c  
c al led the i n g rown toena i l ) ,  Edsel  featu red n u merous  
g ad g ets .  The  "Teleto u c h "  auto m at i c  transm iss ion  w as 
contro l led by push buttons  recessed i n  the steer i n g  
whee l h u b ;  the speedometer was a rotat i n g  d ru m ;  and 
a l most everyth i n g  except the rearv i ew m i rror cou ld  be 
power-ass isted . 

Two V8s were offered . A 361 c u b i c - i n c h  en g i ne w as 
f i tted to the two l ower ser i es and stat ion  wag o n s ;  the 
4 1 0-c i d  u n i t  was i nstal led i n  the Corsai r/C itat i o n .  Ed­
se l s  were q u i te rap i d ,  espec i al l y when eq u i pped w i th 
the b i g  en g i ne .  

For 1 959 , w i th  sales d ropp i n g  to  basement leve l ,  the 
l i ne u p  w as rad ica l l y  cu t .  On ly  R an g ers,  Corsa i rs ,  and 
stat ion  w ag o n s  were offered on a s i n g l e  whee l base. 

", 

Ed sel Specificat ions 
1 958 
Ranger (wb 1 1 8.0; wgns-1 1 6.0) Wght Price Prod 

21  sdn 2d  3,729 2,5 1 9  4,61 5 
22 sdn 4d 3,805 2 ,592 6,576 
23 htp cpe 3,724 2 ,593 5 ,546 
24 htp sdn 3 ,796 2,678 3 ,077 
26 Roundup wgn 2d 3,761 2 ,876 963 
27 Vi llager wgn 4d, 6P 3 ,827 2,933 2,294 
28 Vil lager wgn 4d, 9P 3,900 2,990 978 
Pacer (wb 1 1 8.0;  wgns-1 1 6.0) 

42 sdn 4d 3,826 2,375 6,083 
43 hlp cpe 3,773 2,805 6, 1 39 
44 hlp sdn 3,857 2 ,863 4,959 
45 conv cpe 3,909 3,028 1 ,876 
47 Bermuda wgn 4d, 6P 3,853 3, 1 90 1 ,456 
48 Bermuda wgn 4d, 9P 3,9 1 9 3 ,247 779 
Corsair (wb 1 24.0) 

33 hlp cpe 4 , 1 34 3 ,346 3,31 2 
34 hlp sdn 4 ,235 3,425 5 ,880 
Citation (wb 1 24 .0) 

33 hlp cpe 4 , 1 36 3,535 2 ,535 
34 hlp sdn 4,230 3,61 5 5 , 1 1 2  
35 cony cpe 4 ,31 1 3,801 930 
r 958 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

VB, 361 .0 4.05 x 3.50 303 S-Ranger, Pacer 
VB, 4 1 0.0 4 .20 x 3.70 345 S-Corsair, Citation 

1 959 
Ranger (wb 1 20.0) Wght Price Prod . 
57F htp sdn 3,682 2 ,756 2,352 
5BD sdn 4d 3,774 2,684 1 2,8 1 4  

Edsel 

The C orsai r l i ne  d i sappeared for 1 960 . 
The 1 960 Edse l ' s  stand ard en g i ne was a 292-c id  V8,  

but  at no  extra cost,  a buyer cou ld  order Ford 's  223-c id  
i n l i ne s i x .  For $58 more,  the  customer cou l d  have the 
" Su per Express" V8,  w h i c h  devel oped 300 horsepower .  
C ars so eq u i pped were capable of 0-60 mph  t i mes of  
less than 1 0  seconds .  

For 1 960 , the u p r i g ht centra l  g r i l l e was repl aced by a 
hor i zonta l  mot i f ,  d iv i ded i n  the center ,  w h i c h  looked 
susp i c i ous ly  l i ke the ' 59 Pon t i ac .  Heavy c h rome ac­
cents were u sed on the fend ers and s i des of the body, 
w h i c h  was a m i l d l y  resty led vers ion  of the al l -new 1 960 
Ford des i g n .  Two-speed or th ree-speed automat i c  
transm iss ion ,  power steer i n g ,  and  a i r cond i t ion i n g  
were opt ions .  T h e  Ranger  convert i b le ,  equ i pped w i th  
a i r cond i t i on i n g  and other opt ions ,  cou ld  ru n u p  to 
$3800. Extremely  low product ion  m akes the 1 960 model  
the rarest of Edse l ' s  th ree model  years . 

Wght Price Prod 

63F htp cpe 3,591 2,691 5 ,474 
64C sdn 2d 3,547 2,629 7,778 
Corsair  (wb 1 20.0) 

57B htp sdn 3 ,709 2,885 1 ,694 
58B sdn 4d 3,696 2 ,81 2 3,301 
63B htp cpe 3,778 2 ,81 9 2 ,31 5 
76E cony cpe 3 ,790 3,072 1 ,343 
Station Wagon (wb 1 20.0) 

7 1 E Vil lager wgn 4d, 9P 3,930 3,055 2 , 1 33 
7 1 F Vi llager wgn 4d, 6P 3 ,842 2,971 5 ,687 
1 959 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 223.0 3.62 x 3.60 1 45 a-Ranger, Station Wagon 
V8, 292 .0  3 .75 x 3 .30 200 S-Ranger, Station Wagon 
VB, 332.0  4 .00 x 3 .30 225 S-Corsair ;  a-others 
VB, 361 .0 4.05 x 3 .50 303 a-all 

1 960 
Ranger (wb 1 20.0) Wght Price Prod 

57A htp sdn 3,7 1 8 2 ,7.70 1 35 
58A sdn 4d 3 ,700 2,697 1 ,288 
63A hlp cpe 3,64 1  2 ,705 295 
64A sdn 2d 3,601 2 ,643 939 
76B cony cpe 3,836 3,000 76 
Station Wagon (wb 1 20.0) 

7 1 E Vil lager wgn 4d, 9P 4,046 3,072 59 
7 1 F Vil lager wgn 4d, 6P 4,029 2 ,989 2 1 6  
1 960 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

L6, 223 .0  3.62 x 3. 50 1 45 a-all 
VB, 292.0 3.75 x 3.30 1 85 S-all 
VB, 352.0  4 .00 x 3 .50 300 a-all 

-1 7 &;. 



Excalibur 5 5  Automobiles Inc .  
Mi lwaukee, Wisconsin 

Amer ica 's  most successfu l bu i lder of cars fash­
ioned in the image of the g reat c l ass ics is Exca l i ­

bu r ,  the M i lwau kee concern fo unded by i n dustr i a l  
des i g ner B rooks Stevens .  Fast id ious ly  assem b led , the 
Excal i bu r  i s  a su perb road mac h i ne .  I t 's a lso exc l u s ive : 
there have never been enou gh  of them to meet deman d .  

The Excal i bu r  Ser ies I ,  i n trodu ced i n  1 964 , remai ned 
i n  i ts or ig i n al form unt i l i t  was repl aced by the Series I I  
i n  1 970.  I ts styl i n g  echoes the c l ass ic  1 928 Mercedes­
Benz SSK . Even Excal i bu r ' s  sales l i teratu re was pat­
terned after that of the prewar Mercedes . Carefu l en g i ­
neer i ng  and c lever des ign  d i st i n g u i shed the Excal i bu r  
from a motley g rou p o f  VW-powered rep l icas that fo l ­
lowed i t .  

I n  1 964 , Stevens was f i n i s h i n g  fou r  years of des i g n  
consu l t i ng  for the i l l -fated Studebaker Corporat ion .  
Stu debaker had ceased car  prod uct ion at i t s  South 
Bend ,  I nd i ana p lant in l ate 1 963, but cont i nued some 
operat ions at i ts Ham i l ton , Ontar io factory . Stevens 
hoped prod uct ion wou l d go on . But  he was u n i m­
pressed by the fi rm 's  mu ndane cars at the 1 964 C h i ­
cago Auto Show, and was determ i ned t o  bu i l d a more 
exc i t i ng  Studebaker "spec i al "  fo r the New York show 
i n  Apr i l .  So, he ordered up  a Lark Dayton a  convert ib le  
chass is w i th power d i sc brakes and  a 290-horsepower, 
superch arged 289 cub ic- i nch  Avant i  V8. Studebaker 
managers tentat ively approved h i s pl an to bu i l d  " a  
modern c l assi c" for the i r  company 's  New York d i sp lay .  

The prototype Excal i b u r  was created i n  j u st s i x  weeks 
by Steven s and h i s  two sons ,  Dav id  and Wi l l i am .  No 
sooner had i t  left for New York than Studebaker offi c i a ls  

! 

1965-69 Series 1 SS K roadster 

1 967-69 Series 1 phaeton 

1 76 

changed the i r  m i nds .  A "contemporary c l assi c , "  they 
sai d ,  wou ld  conf l i ct w i th  the i m age of the " common­
sen se car" they wanted to c reate for  Studebaker .  

More than t ime and money was at stake for Steven s,  
and he refu sed to sc rap the proj ect .  Th rou g h  hu r r ied 
phone ca l l s  to the sh ow 's  man agement ,  he arran ged to 
d i spl ay the Excal i bu r  on a separate stand . The car was 
a h i t  an d i n  August 1 964 , Stevens and h i s  sons  fou nded 
SS Automob i l es to manu factu re i t .  Some 1 00 cop ies 
had been so ld by the beg i n n i n g  of 1 966 . 

Studebaker' s dem i se ended the supply of 289 V8s af­
ter 1 965,  so Stevens went shopp i n g  for a new eng i ne .  
The 327-c id  Corvette un i t  was du ly  prov ided by  Ste­
vens'  f r iends Ed Cole and Semon E. " B u n k ie"  Knudsen 
at General  Motors.  After 1 966, Excal i b u rs were a lso of­
fered w i th a Paxton-superch arged V8 rated at 400 bhp ,  
and h i g h-performance Corvette eng i nes.  Wi th  the stan­
d ard 3 .31 : 1  rear axle rat io ,  the car was c l a i med to h ave 
a 0-60 mph t i me of less than f ive seconds and a top 
speed i n  the area of 1 60 mph . Th i s  was a cons iderable 
i mprovement over the 289 , w h i ch d id 0 to 60 in  about  
seven seconds.  

The 1 09- inch  whee l base Studebaker Dayton a  con­
vert i b le  chassis was hard ly  modern , but  i t  offered some 
advantages . U n l i ke concu r rent torque-box frames, i t  
was q u i te n arrow as i t s  frame rai l s  were not spread as 
far apart as other chass i s  that had to accommodate 
more modern , w ider  body s i l l s .  Th is  made it perfect ly 
su i ted for the Excal i bu r' s  n ar rower, v i n tage-sty le body .  
As a convert i b le  chass i s  i t  was f i rmly  X-braced . But  i t  
needed cons iderable re-en g i neer i n g  to i n su re safe 
h and l i n g i n  a h i g h-powered car that we i g hed at least 
500 pou nds less than a Corvette. 

Dav i d  Stevens was l arge ly respons ib le  for the Excal i ­
bu r ' s  eng i nee r i n g .  The car 's  c l ass ic-sty le cow l forced 
h i m  to lower the Studebaker steer i n g  co l u m n  and con­
t ro l  peda ls ,  but t h i s  was j ust the beg i n n i n g .  I t  was a lso 
necessary to alter the su spen s ion geometry drasti ca l ly  
by dec reas i n g  the spr i ng  rates and chan g i ng caster and 
camber .  Th is  mod i fied Stu debaker chass is was re­
tai ned for al l Ser ies I cars. L i ke a l l  Exc a l i bu rs that fo l ­
lowed , the  1 965-69 mode ls  were fast on both c u rves and 
strai ghts .  

B rooks Steven s was respon s ib le  for the styl i n g ,  
wh ich was a su rpr i s i n g ly accu rate rend i t ion  o f  the 
fabu lous SSK. To Steven s, outs ide exhaust p i pes were 
mandatory, but no one i n  the U n i ted States cou l d  
supply them . U l t i mate ly ,  h e  bou g ht the f lex i b le  tub ing  
from the  same German f i rm that h ad supp l i ed i t  to 
Mercedes-Benz back i n  the 1 920s. The bod i es of the 
f i rst few cars were made of hammered al u m i n u m ;  
S S  soon sw i tched t o  f i berg l ass, mai n ly for reasons  of 
cost and pract ica l i ty .  The rad i ator was made of sheet 
brass on the prototype ; p roduct ion rad i ators were 
cast a l u m i n u m .  The Mercedes th ree-po i n ted star sug-



gested the hood orn ament ,  an Excal i bu r  sword i n  a c i r­
c le .  Th i s  resembled ,  but  d i d  not compro m i se ,  the M er­
cedes emb lem ,  of w h i ch the G erman f i rm i s  notor ious ly  
p rotec t i ve . F re n c h - b u  i I t  f ree-st a n d  i ng  h e ad l amps 
c l ose ly  rese m bled the  o r i g i n a l SSK u n i ts .  Wh i te-on­
b l ac k  i n stru ments f rom the Studebaker H awk were 
p l aced i n  an SSK-l i ke en g i ne-tu rned d ash pane l . The 
seats u sed were mod i f ied Stu debaker buc kets , covered 
i n  expanded v i ny l  ( leather u pho lstery wou ld  be used 
l ater) . The i n i t i a l pr ice was al most u n be l i evably low : 
$7250 for a hand-b u i l t car hav i n g  one of the most com­
petent ly  e n g i n eered c h assi s in  the b u s i n ess . 

For 1 966 , SS Automob i les expanded i ts l i ne  by add­
i n g  a more e l aborate roadster .  U n l i ke the ag g ress ive­
loo k i n g  SSK,  the roadster had fu l l  fenders and ru n n i n g  
boards .  B y  1 967,  the l i ne a lso i n c l uded a ph aeto n .  

A s  p r i ces went u p ,  t h e  eq u i pment offered a n d  m a­
t e r i a l s  u s e d  i n c re as e d  i n  v a r i e ty  a n d  q u a l i t y .  
Stand ard equ i pment by 1 969 i n c l u ded ai r con d i ­
t ion i n g ,  heater a n d  defroster, var i ab le-rat io  power 
steer i n g ,  t i l t  steer i ng  whee l ,  power front  d i sc brakes, 
Pos i t ract ion  rear ax le ,  c h rome- p l ated w i re whee ls ,  l u g ­
g age  rac k ,  A M - FM stereo , l eather  seats ,  Turbo Hyd ra-

Excal ibur  Spec ifications 

1 965 
Series I (wb 1 09.0)" Wght Price Prod 

SSK rdstr 2 , 1 00 7 ,250 
1 965 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 289.0 3 .56 x 3.62 290 S-all 

1 966 
Series I (wb 1 09.0)" Wght Price Prod 

SSK rdstr 2 , 1 00 7,250 
rdstr 2 ,500 8,000 

1 966 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

118, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 300 S-all 

1 967 
Series I (wb 1 09 .0)" Wght Price Prod 

SSK rdstr 2 , 1 00 8,000 
rdstr 2 ,500 8,500 
phtn 2,600 9,000 

1 967 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

118, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 300 S-all 
1/8, 327.0 4.00 x 3.25 400 O-all 

Excalibur 

M at ic  tran sm i ss ion , tw i n  s i de-mou nted spare t i res ,  a l l ­
weather  h ardtop ,  a i r horns ,  d r i v i n g  l i g hts ,  stee l -be l ted 
rad i a l t i res, and automat ica l l y  contro l led self- leve l i n g  
rear shock absorbers . For 1 970, the Ser i es I I  was i n ­
trod uced on a longer  whee l b ase w i th  a l arger  Corvette 
VS . The same three body sty les were offered , each r id ­
ing  a redes i g ned box-sect ion frame .  The c h ass i s  m ade  
exten s ive u se of Corvette su spen s ion  components .  The  
fou r-speed " M u nc i e "  m an u al g earbox w as stand ard ,  
wh i le th ree-speed Tu rbo Hydra- M at i c  became opt ion al . 
I ndependent su spen s ion  and fou r-wheel d i sc brakes 
comb i ned w i th G oodyear Polyg l as t i res mounted on 
spec i a l l y desi g ned w i re whee l s  to offer a f i ne bal ance 
between r ide  and h and l i ng .  Accord i n g  to  SS Automo­
b i les ,  the Ser ies I I  SSK wou ld leap from 0 to 60 m ph i n  
s i x  seconds  f lat and reach 1 50 m p h .  

T h e  l i the ,  cyc le-fendered S S K  w as t h e  defi n i t ive Ex­
ca l i b u r , and is the mode l  most soug ht-after by co l l ec­
tors tod ay .  Tho u g h  i t  w as ph ased out  in  the ear l y  1 970s, 
i t  h as not been forgotten . B rooks Steven s h as s i nce de­
veloped the Ser i es I I I  and the 1 9S0 Ser ies IV  Excal i bu rs,  
w h i c h  owe the i r  sty l i st i c  i n sp i rat ion  to su bsequ ent  M er­
cedes- Benz mode ls  of the 1 930s. 

1 968 
Series I (wb 1 09.0)" Wght Price Prod 

SSK rdstr 2,300 9,000 
rdstr 2 ,500 9 ,250 
phtn 2,600 9,500 

1 968 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 300 S-all 
V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 435 O-all 

1 969 
Series I (wb 1 09.0)" Wght Price Prod 

SSK rdstr 2 ,400 1 0 ,000 
rdstr 2 ,550 1 0 ,500 
phtn 2 ,650 1 1 ,000 

1 969 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 300 S-all 
V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 435 O-all 
• Production 1 965-69 : SSK 1 68 ;  rdstr 59;  phtn 89. 

1 970 
Series I I  (wb 1 1 1 .0) Wght Price Prod 

SSK rdstr 2 ,750 1 2,000 
SS rdstr 2 ,900 1 2,500 
SS phtn 3 ,000 1 3,000 

1 970 Engine bore x stroke bhp ava i labil ity 

V8, 350.0 4.00 3.48 300 S-al l  



Ford Ford Divis ion,  Ford Motor Co . 
Dearborn, M ichigan 

H enry Ford was a crusty o ld  man in the 1 940s, d i s­
tru stfu l of younger  leaders, new ideas, and espe­

c i a l ly  wary of organ ized labo r. Even son Edsel , 
respected fo r h i s  bus i ness ac umen , was u n ab le  to i n f lu­
ence h is  father 's  dec i s ions .  The o ld  man was often i n ­
c l i ned to trust the j u d g ment of se l f-seek i ng  assoc i ates 
who he lped h i m  ru le with an i ron han d .  Ford cars suf­
fered as a resu lt of th i s  conservat i sm .  Unt i l 1 939 , Hen ry 
had i n s i sted on mechan ica l  i n stead of hydrau l i c  brakes. 
He had a lso opposed the i dea of a s i x-cyl i nder eng i ne, 
or  a market gap f i l ler  l i ke Mercury.  The 1 940 Ford , the 
th i rd face l i ft of a l ate- 1 930s desi g n ,  was one of the most 
beau t i f u l i n  h i sto ry . B u t  des i g n er  B o b  G re g o r i e ,  
encou raged by Edsel , must be g iven more cred i t  than 
Henry for i ts  styl i n g .  

After the war, Hen ry wou l d  pass the re i n s  o f  h i s  com­
pany over at l ast-but not to h i s  son . Edsel had d ied i n  
1 943,  at age 49 .  Henry had cont i n ued to manage h i s  
i ncreasi n g ly troub led f i r m  u nt i l h i s  fam i ly i n s i sted o n  a 
change i n  1 945.  Contro l  then passed to g randson 
Henry Ford I I .  " H F I I "  ret i red in  1 980 after 33 years at  the 
he lm,  years marked by g reat success . U n l i ke h i s  g rand­
father,  he cons istent ly sou g ht and encou raged talented 
managers .  However ,  he j u st as cons istent ly encour­
aged the i r  ret i rement when they reached a certai n level  
of power.  Thou gh  the fam i ly no longer owns a major­
i ty of com mon stoc k ,  Ford i s  st i l l  very much a fam i ly 
operat ion . 

Sty l i n g  of the fi rst Ford of the '40s was good-so 
good that th i s  car has become one of the most desi rable 
s i n g le mode ls  made by any man ufacturer .  The hood 
was cr isp ly  po inted , meet i ng  a handsome g r i l l e com­
posed mai n ly of de l i cate hor i zontal bars ,  f lowi n g  
smooth ly  back t o  a rak i sh l y  ang led w i ndsh ie ld .  The 
head l amps,  sealed-beams for the f i rst t i me,  were fai red 
i nto neat fender n acel les .  The fenders themselves were 
beau t i fu l l y curved to complement the body contou rs, 
and were often sk i rted at the rear for the u l t imate 
stream l i ned appearan ce. 

On a 1 1 2- i nch wheel base , Ford mounted two d i fferent 
eng i nes:  50- and 85-bhp l-head V8s. The V8/50 , never 
very popu l ar, was a price leader .  The larger V8/85 came 
in a w ider ran ge of mode l s  and two tr i m  stages-stan­
dard and Deluxe. 

When Mercury arr i ved in 1 939 , many dealers were 
d i sappo in ted,  s i n ce they fe lt a s ix-cy l i nder Ford wou ld  
have been a better se l ler .  Edse l  Ford prom ised them 
one,  but then had to reckon wi th h i s  father .  Hen ry ap­
proved a s ix  i n  one of those strange about-faces for 
wh ich he was noted . Ed se l  went to work ,  and brou ght  
out an l-head s i x  i n  1 94 1 , the Ford Spec i a l .  Th i s  car  
repl aced the u n popu l ar V8/50. I ts we l l -bu i l t f l athead 
d i sp laced 225 cub ic  i nches,  90 more than the smal l V8, 
for a horsepower i ncrease of 50 percent .  In 1 941 , i t  ac-

1 78 

tual ly  de l i vered more horsepower than the V8/85 . A vast 
array of s i x  and V8 Speci a ls, Deluxes,  and Super 
Deluxes was offered . Styl i n g ,  i f  not ent i re ly  new in  the 
m idd le ,  was al tered at  each end .  There were w ider  an d 
more i n teg ral front fenders, a busy g r i l l e com posed of 
vert i cal bars, a chromed-up hood , and l arger rear 
fenders .  

None of these c h an ges d id much for Ford prod uct ion .  
I t  remai ned about  the same in  '41  as i t  was i n  1 940 : less 
than two-th i rds of Chevro let ' s  output .  Ford h ad sur­
passed Chevrolet j u st once i n  the '30s.  C hevy wou l d  
re i g n  supreme th roug hout  the '40s,  except for model 
years 1 945 and '49 . 

A more cohesive,  lower g ri l l e  was i n troduced for 

1940 V8/85 Deluxe Fordor sedan 

1940 V8/85 De luxe coupe 

Wartime prototype for postwar Ford 



1 942 . Ford bu i l t o n l y  43,000 cars from J an u ary 1 
th ro u g h  February 2 ,  when c iv i l i an prod u ct ion  ended .  
The low-pr iced Spec i a l s  were rest r i cted to s ix  cy l i nders 
o n l y  that year, but  otherwise the model  l i ne u p  was 
u nc h an ged . Pr ices were i nc reased abo ut $ 1 00 th rou g h ­
out ,  m ak i n g  the convert i b l e  coupe the f i rst Ford (as ide 
f rom wag ons) to se l l  for  over $ 1 000 s i n ce the M odel  A 
town cars of about  1 0  years ear l ie r .  

The e lder  Henry had been a renowned pac i f i st before 
Pearl H arbor .  After the J apanese attack ,  he g r asped the 
a l te red s i tuat ion , and q u i ck l y  converted to war prod u c­
t ion . Ford b u i l t  a var iety of m i l i tary veh i c l es i n c l u d i ng 
Jee ps (w ith  Wi l lys-Over land and Amer ican Bantam) 
d u ri ng the conf l i ct .  Ford a lso bu i l t  the m i le- long Wi l low 
R u n  p lan t  n ear Detro i t ,  w h i c h  prod u ced a var iety of 
bom bers t h roug h  1 945 .  You n g  H e n ry I I  moved i n to car 
prod uct ion  fast after J apan surrendered . For model  
year 1 946,  the company w as once ag ai n the i ndustry 

1942 Super De luxe fou r-door stat ion wagon 

1946 Supe r  Deluxe Fordor sedan 

1 946 Super Deluxe Sportsman convert ib le  

Ford 

leader .  Chevro l et ,  however ,  was back i n  fu l l  sw i n g by 
1 947 ,  and led prod uct ion  tota l s  that year. 

The 1 946 Ford used prewar d ies and the o l d  1 1 4- i n c h  
wheel base , b u t  i m portant mechan ica l  c h anges were 
made and body offe r i n g s  were rev i sed . The s ix  re­
ma i ned at 90 bhp ,  but the V8 was boosted to 1 00 bhp ,  
the  resu l t  o f  a bore i ncrease that g ave 239 c i d .  The Spe­
c i a l ser ies of low-pr iced si xes was e l i m i n ated , leav i n g  
t h e  Deluxe a n d  Super Deluxe w i th  s i x - a n d  e i g ht­
cyl i n der en g i nes.  There was no s i x-c y l i nder  convert i ­
b le ,  but  there were two convert i b le  V8s , the stand ard 
model  and a novel  var i at ion  cal led the Sportsman . 

Deve loped from des i g n  sketc hes m ade by G regor ie  
d u r i n g  the war ,  the Sportsman featu red w h i te ash and 
mahogany tr i m  over i ts  doors ,  rear body pane ls ,  and 
deck l i ke the C h rys ler  Town & Cou nt ry .  Th is  was an  
attract ive way to  add someth i n g  new to an o l d­
fash ioned des i g n ,  and he lped i n c rease f loor  traff i c  at 

1948 D e l u xe Fordor sedan 

1948 Super Deluxe convert ib le  

1948 Super De Luxe  fou r·door sedan 

7. 



Ford 

Clay proposal for 1949 station wagon 

1 949 Custom V8 stat ion wagon 

1 949 Custom V8 Tudor sedan 

Ford dealersh i ps .  The Sportsman was q u i te expensive,  
however, some $500 more than the reg u l ar convert ib le .  
As  such i t  d i d  not se l l  i n  h igh  n u m bers.  

L i tt le  outward change  marked the 1 947-48 mode ls .  
Al terat ions i nvo lved a sh uff le of  n amepl ates and lower­
mou nted round park i n g  l i g hts i n  1 947 .  No styl i n g  
changes were made for '48 . The s i x  was now rated at 95 
i n stead of 90 bhp. Respon d i n g  to postwar i n f lat ion ,  
pr ices were on the r i se ,  i ncreas ing  about  $ 1 00 model 
for model in 1 947 and ag ai n in '48 . 

I n  the booming postwar se l ler's market, no styl i ng  or 
eng ineer i ng  changes were real ly needed .  Ford output 
exceeded 429,000 u n i ts i n  1 947, but  was on ly  236,000 i n  
'48 .  That d rop d i d  not i n d icate trou b le i n  Dearborn ,  on ly  
an ear ly  end to 1 948 model  prod uct ion . Ford manage­
ment had real i zed that a new car was needed. Work on 
the al l -new postwar des i g n  began in early 1 946, and the 
'49s were i ntrod uced ear l ie r  than usual , in June 1 948 . 

Sty l i ng  for the '49s was a compet i t ive operat ion , as 
Ford so l i c i ted i deas from freel ance des ig ners as we l l  as 
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from i ts own des i g n  department .  One of the competitors 
was George Wal ker, who employed a you ng sty l i st 
named D i c k  Ca lea\ . The Walker team developed a 
package  i n corporat i n g  i n teg ral fenders. However, as 
the dead l i ne approac hed, Ca leal ran i n to troub le  w i th  
the front and rear styl i n g .  Accord i n g  to Robert Bou rke, 
then ch ief des i g ner  for ·the Loewy Stu d i os at Stu de­
baker, C aleal  approached Bourke and h i s  ass i stant Bob 
Koto for he lp .  The Loewy people ag reed to lend the i r  
fr i end Caleal wh atever expert i se they cou ld  on thei r 
own t ime .  Late-n i g ht sess ions at the Caleal  home i n  
M i sh awaka, I n d i an a  fou nd the th ree men concoct i n g  a 
smooth- look i ng  c l ay model wi th  a bu l let or  sp inner­
type g r i l l e rem i n i scent of the l ater ' 50 Studebaker. 
Accord i n g  to Bourke,  the q u arter-scale c l ay was sub­
mi tted to Wal ker ,  who put i t  u nder h i s  arm and took i t  to 
Dearborn .  It was accepted al most wi thout  a l terat ion .  
The on ly  s ign i f i cant change was in  the  tai l l i g hts :  
hor izontal  lenses were used i nstead of  the vert ical ta i l ­
l i g hts the team had p lanned . The desig n ,  of course , had 
none of the Studebaker 's rad ica l  l i nes.  But  i t  brought  
Ford a ca lendar year prod uct ion  level the  l i kes o f  w h i ch 
the company h ad n 't seen s i n ce 1 937.  I n  1 955, Wal ker 
became desi g n  d i rector at Ford , m a i n l y  on the strength 
of  th is  contr i but ion . 

The 1 949s used the 1 00-bhp  V8, wh ich  made for a 
spr i g ht ly performer ab le to run  c i rc les arou n d  r ival 
Chevys and P lymouths .  I f  a '49 Ford cou l d n ' t  actu al ly  
ach i eve 1 00 mph,  the mod i ficat ions necessary to m ake 
i t  do so weren ' t  that i nvolved . M u lt i p le  c arbu retors, 
headers, d u al exhausts,  and other speed equ i pment 
were al l  avai l ab le  at local auto accessory stores . 

The low-se l l i n g  Sportsman was e l i m i n ated for 1 949 , 
but  a wider range  of body types was offered . Ag ai n 
pr ices i nc reased . Overdr ive was opt iona l  on al l mode ls  
a t  $97 . Ford wou l d  not have i ts own automat i c  transm is­
s ion u nt i l 1 95 1 , thou g h  i t  h ad t r ied h ard to get one 
earl ier .  Studebaker had developed an exce l lent  auto­
mat ic  for 1 950, i n  assoc i at ion w ith Warner Gear. Ford 
t r ied to buy the r ig hts to use i t  on i ts own cars, but  
Studebaker refused-much to i ts reg ret l ater .  

The '49 Fords were without doubt worthy automo­
b i les .  They were the f i rst tan g i b le  ev idence of a new 
h and at the contro ls-Hen ry I I ,  ab ly ass isted by a team 
of youthfu l execut ives. 

The 1 950-53 Ford cont i nued to offer sixes and the 
famous f l athead V8 so popu l ar wi th  hot rodders.  By 
1 953, th i s  eng ine  was pump i n g  out 1 1 0 bhp at 3800 rpm.  
Ford repl aced the f lathead s ix  with an overhead-valve 
u n i t i n  1 952 . From 1 951  on ,  al l these eng i nes were ac­
compan ied by an opt iona l  two-speed Ford-O-Mat i c  
sh i ft l ess t ransmiss ion .  

Through  these ear ly  years of  the decade Ford M otor 
Com pany exper ienced a rev iva l , mov i n g  ahead of 
Ch rysler  i n to the n u m ber-two spot. The reason ?  I n ­
terest i n g  cars that so ld we i \ .  

A spec i al confect ion for 1 950-5 1  was the V8 Crest­
l i ner .  Th i s  l i m i ted-ed i t ion  two-door was d i st i n g u i shed 
by a v iv id  contrast i ng  co lor  sweep on i ts s ides and a 



1 950 Custom C rest l i ner  two-door sedan 

1951 Custom Tudor sedan 

1952 C rest l ine  Sun l iner  convert ib le  

I I 

padded v i ny l  top .  O n l y  26,304 were so l d  before the 
se r ies w as c an ce led i n  1 952 ,  but  the  w i l d ly co lored c ars 
remai n co l l ector ' s  i tems to t h i s  d ay .  The rest of the l i ne 
was d iv ided between DeLuxes and C u stoms,  s i xes and 
V8s,  sedans and coupes,  C u stom wag o n s, and the C u s­
tom V8 converti b le .  Sty l i n g  w as rather  h i g h  and w ide 
compared to arc h -r iva l  Chevro let ,  but  w as better t h an 
P lym outh ' s .  Ford b u i l t over a m i l l i on cars i n  model  year 
1 950,  i ts h i g hest total  s i n ce 1 930 . 

For '5 1 , the h ardtop V icto r i a  w i th  the same styl i n g  as 
the rest of the l i ne appeared in the C u stom V8 ser ies .  
Th i s  neat a l terat ion  of the two-door coupe so ld  m u c h  
better t h an t h e  C rest l i ner .  A n ew bodyshe l l  came i n  
1 952 ,  w i th a look  that wou ld be m ost l y  u ntouched for 
the next severa l  years.  The c ars were lower and w ider  
on a longer  1 1 5 - i nch  wheel base. M ai n l i n e  and C u stom­
l i ne n ow rep l aced the De l u xe and C u stom desi g n a­
t ions .  The C rest l i n e  became a top-of-the- l i n e  V8 series 
compri s i n g  the V ictor ia  h ardtop, Su n l i ner  convert i b le, 
and the posh Cou ntry Squ i re stat ion  wag o n .  The l atter 

Ford 

1 953 Custo m l i n e  Fordor sedan 

1 954 Crestl i ne Sky l i ner  hardtop coupe 

t �i: �' ... "'� ..am 

1 954 Crestl i ne Cou ntry Sq u i re station wagon 

was the fi rst a l l -steel Ford wag o n ,  w ith  wood decal  t r im .  
Though  1 953 was Ford ' s  G o l den Ann iversary year, no  

s ig n i f i can t  c h anges were m ade  to  ce lebrate the  even t­
except for an i ncrease i n  pr i ces .  Ford D iv is ion  b u i l t 1 . 2 
m i l l i o n  cars t h at year-an output  sh attered i n  1 955 wi th  
near ly  1 .5 m i l l i o n  c ars .  Ford w as c losi n g  i n  on  Chevy,  
but  w as strai n i n g  i ts dealers to do so .  A Ford cou ld be 
bou g ht at " less t h an cost" in 1 953-54 when the " Ford 
B l i tz" reached i ts peak . Chevro let was not ser iou s ly  
d amaged by the ons lau g ht ,  but  the i ndependents were .  
U n ab le  to d i scou n t  as  much ,  Stu debaker ,  Ameri c an 
M otors,  and Kai ser- W i l lys dealers were h i t  h ard . The 
Ford B l i tz i s  genera l l y  cons idered one of the most i m ­
portant factors i n  t h e  dec l i ne of  t h e  i ndependents i n  the 
m i d- '50s.  

Ford m ade  head l i nes in 1 954 when i t  i n trod uced i ts 
new overhead-valve ,  " Y-b lock"  V8 w i th 1 30 bhp.  Th i s  
was easi l y  the hottest eng i ne i n  the low-pr ice f ie ld .  To­
g ether  w ith bal l -j o i n t  front suspen s ion , a lso new that 
year,  the Y-b lock g reat ly  n ar rowed the en g i neeri n g  g ap 
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1955 Fai rlane Crown Victoria hardtop coupe 

1 956 Fa i rlane Victor ia hardtop sedan (prototype) 

1 957 Fa i rlane 500 Skyl iner  retractable hardtop 

1 957 F a l r l ane 500 Victor ia  hardtop sedan 
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between expen sive and i nexpensive cars.  Though i t  
d i sp l aced 239 cub ic  i nches (exact ly  the  same as  i t s  f l at­
head predecesso r) , it was ent i re ly d i fferent i n  bore and 
stroke w i th oversqu are d i mens ions .  The Y-b lock  h ad a 
7 . 2 : 1  com press ion rat io  i n  standard tr i m ,  but cou ld be 
upped to 1 2 : 1  if req u i red . 

I n  sty l i n g ,  1 954 was mai n ly the same story as ' 53 ex­
cept for one noteworthy add i t ion : the Crest l i n e  Skyl i ner  
hardtop, wi th a novel front roof sect ion made of trans­
parent p last i c .  The concept was developed by i n ter ior  
styl i n g  d i rector L .  Dav id  Ash . I ts  cu rrent counterpart is  
the moon roof, thou gh  these are made of  g l ass and 
cover a smal ler  area. 

The 1 955 Ford , bear i ng  some resem b l ance to the 
1 952-54 mode ls ,  was a good des ig n ,  c lean i f  h i g h l y  
ch romed , w i th a rak ish look o f  motio n .  Fran k Hershey 
was the man i n  ch arge of styl i n g .  (Hershey a lso gets 
most of the cred i t  for the ' 55 Thu nderb i rd ,  one of the 
most i m portant Fords in h i story. See separate ch apter . )  

Ford retai ned i t s  bas ic  l i ne for ' 56-M ai n l i ne ,  Cus­
tom l i ne ,  Fai r lane ,  and Stat ion  Wagon .  Th i s  year the 
company t r ied to make safety a sel l i ng  po i nt .  Stand ard 
for a l l  mode ls  were a d i shed steer ing  wheel , break­
away rearv iew m i rror,  and crashproof door locks ;  pad­
ded d ash and sunv iso rs cost $ 1 6 extra, and factory- i n ­
stal led seatbelts cost $9 . The pu b l i c  took to safety i n  a 
modest way early i n  the mode l  year. But  the rush to i n ­
sta l l  seatbelts overtaxed Ford ' s  suppl i er ,  a n d  on ly  20 
percent  of the cars were so eq u i pped.  Ford cont i nued to 
stress safety for a few years, but after Ford fai led to 
catch Chevrolet in 1 956, a lot of dealers said perfor­
m ance was more i m portant .  

An i n terest i n g  1 955-56 model  was the two-door 
Crown V ictor ia, deve loped from the 1 954 Sky l i ner .  
Some featu red the transparent ha l f-top.  Al l  had a broad , 
stai n less-stee l wrapover roof band that looked l i ke a 
ro l l  bar, but  added � i t t le i f  any stren gth . The model w as 
d ropped for 1 957 .  A l together ,  Ford so ld  1 3 ,344 p l ast ic­
roof cars for 1 954, 1 999 for '55;  and o n l y  603 for ' 56.  
Thoug h  attract ive,  they were expen sive and the p l asti c 
roof made them hot on a su m mer d ay .  

Ford met dealer demand w i th a n  a l l -new ' 5 7  l i ne,  
offer i ng  a vast array of V8 eng i nes from the 1 90-bhp 
" 300" powerp l an t  on up  to the Th underbi rd ' s  su per­
ch arged 31 2 V8 wi th  300 bhp.  Wheel base g rew s l i g ht ly ,  
and there were now two of them,  1 1 6 and 1 1 8 i nches.  
The model  l i neup was rearran ged accord i n g ly .  There 
were Customs, i nc l u d i n g  a bus i ness sedan ; C u stom 
300s;  Fai r lanes ;  Fai r l ane 500s, i n c l u d i n g  a Sun l iner  
convert i b le  and a retractab le  h ardtop convert i b le ;  and 
Stat ion Wag ons.  A l l  were avai l ab le  w i th s ix or  V8 
power .  The new styl i n g  was part i c u l ar ly  s imp le  for the 
per iod . I t  featu red a c lean , fu l l -w idth rectang u lar  g r i l le ;  
rak ish  s ide mold i n g s ;  and t i ny  ta i l f i ns .  I t  was a good 
year for the d iv is ion .  Some stat i st i c i ans showed Ford 
ahead of Chevro let in c alendar year output  for the f i rst 
t i me s ince 1 935 , but the fi na l  tabu lat ion  i n d icated 
Chevy ahead by 1 30 c ars.  I n  model year produ ct ion ,  
thou g h ,  Ford scored a su bstant i al v ictory. 



The Sky l i ner  retractab le h ardtop was a u n iq u e  
m i d- 1 957 arr ival  based on ear l ier  deve lopmental  en g i ­
neer i n g  b y  Cont i nental  D iv i s ion . ( A  M ark  I I  retractab le 
was cons idered , but  not prod u ced . )  Ford so ld  20, 766 
retractables i n  1 957 ,  but  prod u ct ion  tapered off q u i c k ly .  
The Skyl i ner  was com p l i cated and expen sive : i n  '57 ,  i t  
cost $350 more than a stand ard convert i b le .  

F o r d  s e t t l e d for  a f a c e l i f t  i n  1 9 58 , u s i n g  a 
bumper/g r i l l e rem i n i scent  of  the ' 58 Thu nderb i rd and 
q u ad head l i g hts .  The cheaper of the two C u stom ser ies 
was retai ned . A recess ion  now s lowed sales.  Ford so l d  
fewer cars th an C hevro let ,  b u t  h ad n ' t i nvested a s  m u c h  
money that year and was st i l l  a b l e  t o  keep prod uct ion 
near a m i l l ion  u n i ts .  

In  1 959 , Chevro let f ie lded i ts a l l -new l i ne of rad i c al 
bat-f i n model s that d i d n ' t  st r i ke the pu b l i c ' s  fan cy.  Ford 
passed Chevy by some 1 2 ,000 u n its for the 1 2  m o nth s .  
The ' 59 Ford u sed the bas ic  '57 body w ith u pd ated , 
tho u g h  st i l l  conservat ive,  sty l i n g .  B i z arre two-to n i n g  
and rad i ca l  f i n s  were avoi ded i n  favor o f  a squ ared-off 
g r i l l e w ith  f loat i n g ,  star l i ke o rnaments ,  and s i m p le  s ide  
mo ld i ng s .  A new G al ax i e  ser ies w ith a T- B i rd- l i ke roof­
l i ne was added . I t  i n c l u ded sed ans ,  h ardtops,  and a 
convert i b le .  

For Ford M otor Com pany as  a who le ,  1 959 j u st i f ied 
the st renuous  efforts of Henry Ford I I  and board c h ai r­
man Ernest B reec h .  They h ad assu med control  of a 
th i rd- rate company  i n  1 945 ,  and h ad t u rned i t  i nto 
someth i n g  approac h i n g  General  M otors i n  less than 1 5  
years.  

Fo rd ' s  h i s t o ry i n  t h e  ' 60 s  c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l s  
C hevro let ' s .  When the decade ended ,  the d iv i s ion  was 
prod u c i n g  about 1 00 ,000 more c ars each  year than i n  
1 960 .  D u r i n g  the per iod ,  Ford expanded i nto several  i m ­
portant n e w  m ar kets, i nc l u d i n g  economy compacts and 
sport ie r  versio n s  of reg u l ar p rod u ct ion  models .  And 
l i ke C hevrolet ,  Ford bu i l t these d iverse types on  re l a­
t ive l y  few whee l b ases.  (The two most h i g h l y  spe­
c i a l i zed Fords, M u stang an d Th u nderb i rd ,  are d i s­
cussed separate l y . )  

M an agement c h an ged rap i d ly .  Lee A .  l acocca ar­
r ived as d iv i s ion general m an ager  i n  1 960.  I n  1 96 1 , 
G eorge Walker  l eft as c h ief sty l i st ,  and Eugene Bor­
d i n at became Ford ' s  ch ief of automot ive des i g n .  l acoc­
ca soon put an  end to Robert S .  M c N am ara 's  concept of 
bu i l d i n g  m u n d ane  peop le-hau lers .  By 1 970,  Ford w as 
offer i n g  some of  the wor l d ' s  best road c ars .  For m u c h  of 
the decade, Fords were the c ars to beat on  the n at i o n ' s  
racetracks .  I n  fact, t h e  1 968-69 Dodge C h arger rac i n g  
pro g ram w as a n  al l -out  effort t o  h alt  the Ford su per­
stockers .  I n  t h i s  per iod ,  the d iv i sion  a lso evolved from a 
" Chevy-fo l lower" to a " C hevy- leader . "  I ts  compact 
Fa lcon outso ld  the Corva i r ;  i ts 1 962 Fai r l ane i n ter­
m ed i ate w as a bit ahead of ,  and more pop u l ar th an ,  
the C hevy I I ; i t s  M ustang c h an g ed the  p u b l i c ' s  att i tude 
toward compact  cars and sent  Chev ro let rac i n g  to  the 
d raw i ng boards to deve lop  the C am aro.  

Loo k i n g  at  the s i ze of  Ford 's  prod u cts is  the best w ay 
to su m m ar i ze i ts c ars of the '60s.  The s m al l est w as the 
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1957 Fa i rlane fou r-door Town sedan 

1 958 Fa i rlane 500 Skyl i ner  retractable h ardtop 

Prototype for 1 959 Galax ie  h ardtop coupe 

Fa lco n ,  w h i c h  rode a 1 09 . 5- i nch  wheel base throu g h  
1 965,  a n d  longer  whee l bases from 1 966 on . Fal con p ro­
d u ct ion  g rad u al ly decreased , l arge ly  bec ause of com­
pet i t ion  from both i n s ide  and outs i de  Ford D iv i s ion ,  but 
the c ar w as a lways a p rofit-m aker .  To m any ,  i t  w as the 
u l t i m ate ".th row-away" car-bu i l t to se l l  at a l ow pr ice ,  
and des i g ned to be d iscarded w ith i n  a few years. Com­
pared w ith the Corvai r ,  Falcon 's  convent ional i ndepen­
dent  front suspen s ion ,  beam-ax l e  rear suspens ion ,  and 
o rd i n ary s i x-cyl i nder  en g i ne were u n i n terest i n g .  B ut 
they added u p  to a si m p le  l i tt l e  car that rode wel l ,  
stopped we l l ,  prov ided exce l len t  space ut i l i z at i o n ,  
and de l ivered 20-25 m i les  pe r  g al lo n .  

Ford broug ht o u t  t h e  bucket-seated Falcon Futu ra 
coupe as an answer to the Corva i r  Monza i n  the spr i ng  
of 1 96 1 . Th i s  sporty l i t t le car  was restyled for '64 w i th  a 
much less d i st i nct ive, squared-off shape. The u lt imate 
c o l l ecto r 's  Fa lco n ,  however, i s  the Futura Spr in t ,  i ntro­
d u ced for 1 9631/2. Offered as a convert i b le  or h ardtop, it 



Ford 

1962 Falcon Futura two-door coupe 

, 

1963 Falcon Futura Spr int hardtop coupe 

1964 Falcon two-door sedan 

was powered by the compact yet l ive ly smal l -b lock 
Fai rl ane V8.  I t  was one of  the fi nest eng i nes bu i l t ,  and 
one of  the most econom ica l .  The 260 completely tran s­
formed the Fal con 's  performance w ithout  g reat ly  affect­
i n g  gas m i l eage. Spri nts had spec i a l tr i m ,  bucket seats, 
conso le ,  and fu l l  i n strumentat ion i n c l u d i n g  a 6000-rpm 
tachometer. When equ i pped with opt iona l  fou r-speed 
transm iss ion ,  they were g reat fun to d r ive. 

In 1 966, Falcon was resty led a th i rd t i me .  I t  rece ived a 
longer whee l base and long-hood/short-deck propor­
t ions l i ke the M u stang 's .  I t  remai ned i n  t h i s  form 
through  the rest of the '60s. Ford l ater en l arged the 
smal l -b lock V8 to 289 cid and it a lso became a Falcon 
option .  In its l ast year before emiss ion contro ls ,  the 289 
"Stag e 2" offered 225 bhp w i th fou r-barrel carburetors, 
and made Falcon Spri nts very fast . For 1 968, the 289 
was detu ned to 1 95 bhp ,  but  the l arger 302-c i d  V8 ap­
peared as an opt ion .  Equ i pped wi th  a two-barrel car­
buretor, the 302 ran on reg u l ar g as and devel oped 2 1 0  
bhp .  With the fou r  barre l ,  i t  req u i red prem i u m  fue l ,  but 
deve loped 230 bhp. Str i ngent  emiss ions contro ls  meant 

1 967 F al con Futura Sports Coupe 

.,.�. 
1 968 Fa lcon F utura fou r-door station wagon 

1969 Fa lcon F utura Sports Coupe 

the end of the fou r-barrel pac kage  by 1 969 . 
Ford he ld  pat i n  ear ly 1 970 with a Falcon ident ica l  to 

the '69 versi on .  Then i t  brought out a new m id-year 
model us i ng  the i ntermed i ate Tor i no bodyshel l .  These 
were much larger cars,  from 1 0  to 22 i n ches longer  than 
thei r predecessors. U l t i m ately,  Falcon was d i sp laced 
by another new 1 970 offer i n g ,  the compact M aver i ck .  

I n  1 962,  Ford broke new g rou nd w ith the  " i ntermed i ­
ate-s i ze "  Fai r l ane.  The n ame (or i g i n al l y der ived from 
Henry Ford ' s  estate) had been l i fted from a series in the 
l arg e Ford l i ne .  In concept, the Fai r l ane  was ident ica l  
w ith V i rg i l  Exner 's  downs ized '62 P lymouths and 
Dod ges. But  u n l i ke C h rysl er ,  Ford retai ned i ts fu l l -s ize 
cars-a w ise move, even thou gh  Fai r l ane so ld  more 
than 297,000 u n i ts for 1 962 , and broke the 
300 ,000-u n it level  in 1 963 . 

The Fai r l ane was s ign i f i c an t  for reasons  other than 
f i rst-year sales.  I t  was the f i rst Ford to use the smal l ­
b lock  V8, t he  bas is  for some o f  Ford 's  hottest perfor­
mance mode ls .  Bored out to 289 c i d  as a 1 963 opt ion , i t  
developed 27 1  bhp ,  a lmost one horsepower per cub ic  



1970 F al con F u tu ra fou r-door sedan 

1 963 Fa i r lane 500 four-door sedan 
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1 967 Fa i rlane 500 X L  hardtop coupe 

i nc h .  Stroked to 302 c i d  i n  1 968, it de l i vered 230 bhp  
when equ i pped w i th  the spec i al carburet ion  setup .  
Powerfu l and  smooth ,  yet su rpr is i ng ly  econom i cal , th i s  
en g i ne i n  a l l  th ree d i sp l acements was the def i n i t ive 
sma l l  V8 .  Tu ned vers ions  u sed in rac i n g  and sports 
cars l i ke the Ford GT40 and the Shel by Cobra d i s­
p roved the o l d  saw about there bei n g  no  su bst i tute for 
c u b i c  i nches .  The G T40 near ly  took the wor ld  G T  
M an ufactu rers Trophy away from Ferrar i  i n  i t s  f i rst fu l l  
year o f  com pet i t i on , 1 964.  I n  1 966 and ag ai n i n  '67 ,  i t  
won the LeM an s 24 Hou rs out r ight .  

I n i t i al ly ,  Fai r l ane rode a 1 1 5 .5 - i nch  wheel base and 
offered o n l y  two-d oor and fou r-door sed an body sty les .  
As t ime went on ,  the l i ne got more exc it i n g .  A long w i th  
a n u m ber  o f  stat ion  wagons ,  a new Fai r lane 500 ser i es 
was added for 1 963.  The best Fai r l anes appeared i n  '66 
w i th a com p lete ly  resty led body mou nted on  a 1 1 6- i n c h  
wheel base ( 1 1 3  i nc hes for wagons ) .  These were lon g ,  
s leek  cars w i th smooth l i nes ,  c u rved s ide  g l ass,  and 
vert ica l  ta i l l i g hts . The top of the l i n e  th at year was the 
b u cket-seat 500 X L  ser ies ,  a h ardtop cou pe and a con-
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1968 Torino G T  fastback hardtop coupe 

1 969 Torino Squ i re fou r-door station wagon 

1969 Fa i r lane 500 converti ble 

vert i b l e  in standard and GT tr i m .  A l tho u g h  they co u l d  
b e  ordered w i t h  t h e  1 20-bhp s i x ,  most were eq u i pped 
w i th  the 289 V8. The fastest were the GTs, powered by 
Ford 's  new 390 V8 as standard equ i pment .  R ated at 335 
horsepower,  t h i s  potent powerp l ant  h ad a 1 0 . 5 : 1  com­
press ion  rat io  that necessi tated prem i u m  fue l .  S i nce the 
390 could be ordered on any Fai r l ane ,  rac i n g  dr ivers 
s lotted i t  i n to the l i g hter two-door sed an s that q u i c k l y  
earned respect for the i r  com pet i t ive p rowess . From 
1 964 o n ,  Ford offered a g row i ng assortment  'of h and l i n g  
and performan ce opt ions ,  i n c l u d i n g  s h i fter suspen­
s ions  and fou r-speed gearboxes . 

For 1 968 , Fai r l ane  was ag ai n resty led and the Tor i no 
i n t rod u ced as the top- l i ne ser ies .  The base Tor i n o  came 
w ith the 1 1 5-bhp s i x ,  but  the GTs were far more exc i t­
i n g ,  featu r i n g  bucket seats,  center conso le ,  pai nt st r i p­
i n g ,  and more perform ance opt ions  th an a salesm an 
cou ld memor ize .  

For 1 969, Tor i n o  was l arge ly  u n c h anged except fo r 
two new arr ival s ,  the fastbac k  and h ardtop Tor i n o  
Cobra.  The n ame sym bo l i zed Ford 's  c l ose re l at i onsh i p  
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with Carrol l She lby 's  musc u l ar sports cars. The Cobra 
came wi th the 428-c id eng i n e  from the M ach I M u stan g .  
Th i s  powerpl ant had f i rst appeared i n  the 1 968 1/2 Mer­
cu ry Cyc lone ,  and was known as the Cobra Jet .  A $ 1 33 
opt ion was " Ram-Ai r, " a fi berg l ass hood scoop wi th a 
spec i al ai r c leaner assembly that d ucted i ncom i ng ai r 
d i rect ly i nto the carbu retor th rough  a valve i n  the ai r 
c leaner .  Fou r-speed gearbox , compet i t ion suspens ion 
i n c l u d i n g  st i ff shocks and spr i ngs ,  and functi onal hood 
loc k i n g  p i ns  were a l l  standard . One mag az i n e  was ac-

1969 Torino GT fastback ha rdtop coupe 
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1970 Tor ino Brougham hardtop coupe 

1970 Torino GT fastback hardtop coupe 
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tua l ly  d i sappoi nted when i ts To r i no  Cobra ran from 0 to 
60 i n  7 .2  seconds and the qu arter-m i le i n  1 5  seconds at 
98 .3  m i les per hou r !  On the other hand , j u st about 
everyone ad m i tted that of al l the '69 "supercars"­
Plymouth GTX, Dod ge Ch arger R/T, Pont iac GTO, 
C heve l le  396, and B u i c k  GS 400-the Tor i n o  Cobra was 
the t ig htest , the best bu i l t ,  and the q u i etest . 

Tor i nos were potent rac i n g  m ac h i nes.  Ford fou n d  
that t h e  styl i n g  o f  the Tor i no 's  Merc u ry counterpart, the 
Cyc l one,  was s l i g ht ly  more aerodyn am i c ,  and in 1 969 

1961 Galaxie two-door seda n 

1962 Galaxie two-door sedan 

1 963 Galaxie 500 ha rdtop coupe 



o n ly Cyc lones were run  i n  races more than 250 m i les 
lon g .  Neverthe less,  both the Tor i n o  and the Cyc lone  
cou ld  ach i eve about  1 90 m p h .  Lee Roy  Yarborou g h  won 
the 1 969 Dayton a  500 in a Ford .  

For 1 970,  the  Fai r lane n ame was appl i ed to  an off­
shoot of the Tor i n o  l i ne .  There was a l l - new aero­
dyn amic styl i n g  on a o ne- i nch  longer  whee l base. 
Profi les were lower and f ive i n c hes longer  than i n  '69. 

Desp i te the Fa lcon and Fai r l ane ,  Ford w as sti l l  a 
dete rm i n ed prod u cer  of  fu l l -s i ze c ars i n  the 1 960s. The 

1965 Galax ie  500 LTD hardtop sedan 

1966 Country Squ i re fou r-door station wagon 

1 967 G alaxie  500X L  hardtop coupe 

Ford 

b i g  models-the C u stom , pre- 1 962 Fai r l ane ,  G a l ax ie, 
G al ax i e  500, 500 X L ,  and LTD-a l l  used Ford 's  1 1 9- i n c h  
whee l base ( i n c reased t o  1 2 1 i n ches for 1 969) .  They 
were heavy and not part i cu l ar ly  exc i t i n g  to d r ive on 
anyt h i ng other  than a su perh i g hway. B ut p lenty of i n ­
terest i n g  var iat ions  deve loped that made  these 3000-
4000-po u n d  c r u i sers surpr i s i n g ly c apable ,  even on 
w i n d i n g roads .  

The  b ig -car l i neu p for  1 960 compr ised C u stom ,  Fai r­
l ane ,  G a l ax i e , and stat ion  wagon mode ls  ava i l ab le  w i th  

1 968 Galax ie  500 converti ble 

1 968 LTD hardtop sedan 

1969 Country Sq u i re fou r-door stat ion wagon 
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1969 Galaxie 500 fastback hardtop coupe 

1969 LTD hardtop sedan 

si xes and V8s. The a l l -new bodyshel l h ad been h asti ly 
deve loped to keep pace with the complete ly  redes ig ned 
'59 Chevro let .  But to everyone's surprise, the boxy Ford 
outsold Chevy i n  '59 .  So for 1 961 , Ford face l i fted i ts one­
year-o ld  sty l i n g  by c l i pp i ng  i ts modest bat-w i n g  f i ns 
and revert i n g  to rou nd ta i l l i g hts topped by d i screet 
b l ades. A fu l l -width concave g r i l le wi th  a textu re s i m i l ar 
to that of the '59 Gal ax i e  appeared i n  front .  The bucket­
seat Ga lax ie  500 XL V ictor i a  hardtop cou pe and Sun­
l i ner convert i b le  bowed for 1 962 1/2. The "500" stood for 
the 500-m i le races in wh ich  Fords were do ing  wel l .  ( I n  
1 963,  Ford won every 500 race . )  Al though t h e  stand ard 
powertra i n was a 292 V8 with Cru i se-O-M at ic ,  a l arge 
n u m ber of opt ions could be ordered to tu rn  a 500 XL 
i nto a real f i re-breather .  There were 300-bhp ,  340-bhp,  
and 40 1 -b h p  vers ions of the 390 , p lus a Borg-Warner 
fou r-speed gearbox. I n  1 963, an even l arger 4 27 -c id 
en g i ne was added , but was rarely  ordered on "street 
Fords , "  even 500X Ls. 

The 1 963 G al ax ie  was a facel i fted vers ion of the 
c h u n ky '62 styl i n g .  The l i ne was aug mented at m id -year 
by a set of 500 and 500XL sports hardtops w i th  u l tra-t h i n  
fastback roofl i nes.  Both were avai l ab le wi th  427 cub ic­
i nch eng i nes. For 1 964 , the b ig  cars had more 
scu lptu red sheetmetal and a hor izontal-bar g r i l le ,  as 
we l l  as a new roofl i ne for fou r-door hardtops. 

The 1 964 l i neup co l lect ive ly  won Motor Trend mag a­
z i ne 's  "Car  of the Year" award on the bas i s  of i ts " total 
performance" i mage. Performance was j ust what the 
big Fords del ivered . A pai r of Ga lax i e  500XLs tested by 
the magaz i ne that year were tru ly  i mpress ive.  The 390 
V8 powered one of them from 0 to 60 mph i n  9 .3  sec-
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onds;  the 427 made that run i n  7 .4  seconds .  The on ly 
com p l ai nts were the car 's tendency to nosed ive i n  
pan ic  stops and a s l i gh t  rou g h ness i n  the power brakes. 

The 1 965 Fords were complete ly  restyled with longer,  
s leeker l i nes.  They were a lso f i tted w i th a new, soph i st i ­
c ated fron t  suspens ion . M ak i ng thei r debut  were the 
G al ax i e  L TO hardtop coupe and sed an , pr iced at about 
$3300 . L TOs were favorab ly  compared in q u i etness at 
speed to Rol l s-Royces-at least i n  Ford advert i s i n g . 

Ford he ld  onto the '65 desi gn  th rou g h  1 967, a long 
w i th the 1 1 9- i nch  wheel base. The 1 968 models had new 
sheetmetal below the belt l i ne ,  and concealed head­
l i gh ts on XL and L TO mode ls .  The '69 ed i t ion  had new 
sheetmetal everywhere, a two- i nch longer  wheel base, a 
tu n ne led bac k l i g ht fo r SportsRoof (fastback)  mode ls ,  
and vent  less door  g l ass on hardtops and convert ib les .  
The L TO had become a separate seri es in  1 967, and 
qu i ck l y  became a strong sales contender .  Ford bu i l t 
near ly 1 39 ,000 of them for '68 ,  and more t h an tw i ce that 
many for '69 .  

Throughout  t h e  decade, Ford prod uct ion kept pace 
w ith Chevrolet 's ,  often com i n g  c lose to lead i n g .  I n  
1 965 , Ford enjoyed i ts f i rst two-m i l l i on-car year. 

The fu l l -s i ze 1 970 Fords had new g r i l les with a 
' poke-through '  center sect ion on L TOs and X Ls ,  new 
sheetmetal , and a new rear bu mper w i th  i nteg ra l ,  hor i ­
zontal ta i l l amps.  No less than f ive ser ies were 
offered ,  w i th the L TO B rougham at the top of the l i ne.  A 
brand-new entry was the M aver i c k ,  a com pact sem i ­
fastback two-door sedan o n  a 1 03- i n c h  wheel base. 
Ideal for the '70s, M aver i c k  took off i n  sales and suc­
ceeded the Falcon as the economy c ar i n  the l i neup .  
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Ford Specifications 

1 940-54 1 ,896 b u i lt 1 942-1 60,432 b u i lt 
01 A V8/85 (wb 1 1 2.0) Wght Price Prod 2GA S ix  (wb 1 1 4.0) Wght Price Prod 

cpe 2,763 660 70C Special Tudor sdn 3 ,053 81 5 
bus cpe 2,80 1 681 73C Special Fordor sdn 3,093 850 
Tudor sdn 2 ,909 701 77C Special cpe 2,9 1 0  780 
Fordor sdn 2 ,936 747 70A Deluxe Tudor sdn 3, 1 22 840 
wgn 4d 3,249 875 72A Deluxe sdn cpe 3,045 865 
Deluxe cpe 2,791 722 73A Deluxe Fordor sdn 3, 1 4 1  875 
Deluxe bus cpe 2,83 1  742 77A Deluxe cpe 2,958 805 
Deluxe cony cpe 2 ,956 849 79A Deluxe wgn 4d, 8P 3 ,405 1 ,035 
Deluxe Tudor sdn 2 ,927 762 708 Super Deluxe Tudor sdn 3 , 1 36 885 
Deluxe Fordor sdn 2 ,966 808 728 Super Deluxe sdn cpe 3 , 1 09 9 1 0  
Deluxe wgn 4d 3,262 947 738 Super Deluxe Fordor sdn 3 , 1 79 920 

02A V8/S0 (wb 1 1 2.0) 76 Super Deluxe cony cpe 3,2 1 8  1 ,080 
778 Super Deluxe cpe 3,030 850 

cpe 2 ,5 1 9  6 1 9  798 Super Deluxe wgn 4d, 8P 3,453 1 , 1 1 5 
bus cpe 2 ,549 640 

2 1 A  V8 (wb 1 1 4.0) Tudor sdn 2,669 660 
Fordor sdn 2 ,696 706 70A Deluxe Tudor sdn 3, 1 4 1  850 

1 940 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 72A Deluxe sdn cpe 3,065 875 
73A Deluxe Fordor sdn 3, 1 6 1  885 

V8, 1 36 .0  2 .60 x 3 .20 60 S-V8/60 77A Deluxe cpe 2,978 81 5 
V8, 221 .0 3 .06 x 3 .75 85 S-V8/85 79A Deluxe wgn 4d 3,420 1 ,090 

708 Super Deluxe Tudor sdn 3, 1 59 895 
728 Super Deluxe sdn cpe 3, 1 20 920 

1 94 1 -691 ,896 b u i lt 
738 Super Deluxe Fordor sdn 3,200 930 
76 Super Deluxe cony cpe 3,238 1 ,090 

1 GA S ix  (wb 1 1 4.0) Wght Price Prod 778 Super Deluxe cpe 3,050 860 
Special cpe 2 ,870 684 798 Super Deluxe wgn 4d, 8P 3,468 1 , 1 25 
Special Tudor sdn 2,975 720 1 942 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labil ity 
Special Fordor sdn 3,020 761 l6, 226.0 3.30 x 4.40 90 S-Six 
Deluxe cpe 2 ,947 7 1 5  V8, 22 1 .0 3.06 x 3 .75 90 S-V8 
Deluxe cpe, AlS 2,970 746 
Deluxe Tudor sdn 3,065 756 
Deluxe Fordor sdn 3, 1 00 797 
Deluxe wgn 4d 3,395 946 1 946 Super Deluxe cpe 2,934 761 
Super Deluxe cpe, A/S 2,974 792 SGA Six (wb 1 1 4.0)* Wght Price Prod 
Super Deluxe sdn cpe 3,030 833 70A Deluxe Tudor sdn 3 , 1 57 1 , 1 36 Super Deluxe cony cpe 3 , 1 45 931 
Super Deluxe Tudor sdn 3 ,096 802 73A Deluxe Fordor sdn 3, 1 87 1 , 1 98 
Super Deluxe Fordor sdn 3 , 1 3 1  843 77A Deluxe cpe 3,007 1 ,074 
Super Deluxe wgn 4d 3 ,400 998 708 Super Deluxe Tudor sdn 3, 1 57 1 ,2 1 1 

728 Super Deluxe cpe sdn 3 , 1 07 1 ,257 
1 1  A V8 (wb 1 1 4 .0) 738 Super Deluxe Fordor sdn 3,207 1 ,273 

Special cpe 2 ,878 700 778 Super Deluxe cpe 3,007 1 , 1 48 
Special Tudor sdn 2,983 736 798 Super Deluxe wgn 4d 3 ,457 1 ,504 
Special Fordor sdn 3,033 777 69A V8 (wb 1 1 4.0)* 
Deluxe cpe 2 ,953 730 70A Deluxe Tudor sdn 3, 1 90 1 , 1 85 Deluxe cpe, AlS 2,981 761 
Deluxe Tudor sdn 3,095 772 73A Deluxe Fordor sdn 3,220 1 ,248 
Deluxe Fordor sdn 3 , 1 2 1  8 1 3  77A Deluxe cpe 3,040 1 , 1 23 
Deluxe wgn 4d 3 ,4 1 2  962 708 Super Deluxe Tudor sdn 3, 1 90 1 ,260 
Super Deluxe cpe 2 ,969 777 7 1  Super Deluxe Sprtsmn cony 3,340 1 ,982 1 ,209 
Super Deluxe cpe, A/S 3,001 807 728 Super Deluxe cpe sdn 3, 1 40 1 ,307 
Super Deluxe sdn cpe 3,052 849 738 Super Deluxe Fordor sdn 3,240 1 ,322 
Super Deluxe cony cpe 3, 1 87 946 76 Super Deluxe cony cpe 3,240 1 ,488 
Super  Deluxe Tudor sdn 3 , 1 1 0  8 1 8  778 Super Deluxe cpe 3,040 1 , 1 97 
Super Deluxe Fordor sdn 3, 1 46 859 798 Super Deluxe wgn 4d, 8P 3,490 1 ,533 
Super Deluxe wgn 4d 3 ,4 1 9  1 ,0 1 3  *Model Year Production b y  Body Style (Six/VS): 

1 94 1  Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity Deluxe (wb 1 1 4.0) 

l6, 226.0 3.30 x 4 .40 90 S-Six Tudor sdn 74,954 
V8, 221 .0 3.06 x 3.75 85 S-V8 Fordor sdn 9,246 
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cpe 
chassis 

Super De Luxe (wb 1 1 4.0) 

Tudor sdn 
Fordor sdn 
sdn cpe 
cony cpe 
cpe 
wgn 4d 
chassis 

Wght Price 

1 946 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

l6, 226 .0  3.30 x 4 .40 90 
1 00 

S-Six 
S-V8 V8, 239.4 3 . 1 9 x 3 .75 

1 947 
7GA Six (wb 1 1 4.0)* Wght 

Deluxe Fordor sdn 3,2 1 3  
Deluxe Tudor sdn 3, 1 83 
Deluxe cpe 3,033 
Super Deluxe Fordor sdn 3,233 
Super Deluxe Tudor sdn 3, 1 83 
Super Deluxe cpe sdn 3, 1 33 
Super Deluxe cpe 3,033 
Super Deluxe wgn 4d, 8P 3,487 

79A V8 (wb 1 1 4.0)* 

Deluxe Fordor sdn 3,246 
Deluxe Tudor sdn 3,2 1 6  
Deluxe cpe 3,066 
Super Deluxe Fordor sdn 3,266 
Super Deluxe Tudor sdn 3,2 1 6  
Super Deluxe cpe sdn 3, 1 66 
Super Deluxe conv cpe 3,266 
Super Deluxe Sprtsmn cony 3,366 
Super Deluxe wgn 4d, 8P 3,520 

*Model Year Production by Body Style (Six/V8):  

DeLuxe (wb 1 1 4.0) 

Tudor sdn 
Fordor sdn 
cpe 
chassis 

Super DeLuxe (wb 1 1 4.0) 

Tudor sdn 
Fordor sdn 
cpe sdn 
wgn 4d, 8P 
chassis 

Price 

1 ,270 
1 ,2 1 2  
1 , 1 54 
1 ,372 
1 ,309 
1 ,330 
1 ,251 
1 ,893 

1 ,346 
1 ,288 
1 ,230 
1 ,440 
1 ,382 
1 ,409 
1 ,740 
2,282 
1 ,972 

1 947 Engines bore x stroke 

l6, 226.0 3 .30 x 4 .40 
bhp 

90 
1 00 

avai labi l ity 

S-Six 
V8, 239 .4 3. 1 9 x 3.75 

1 948 
87HA Six (wb 1 1 4.0)* 

70A Deluxe Tudor sdn 
77A Deluxe cpe 
70B Super Deluxe Tudor sdn 
72B Super Deluxe cpe sdn 
73B Super Deluxe Fordor sdn 
79B Super Deluxe wgn 4d , 8P 
89A V8 (wb 1 1 4.0)* 

70A Deluxe Tudor sdn 

1 90 

S-V8 

Wght Price 

3, 1 83 1 ,2 1 2  
3,033 1 , 1 54 
3, 1 83 1 ,309 
3, 1 33 1 ,330 
3,233 1 ,372 
3,487 1 ,893 

3,2 1 6  1 ,288 

Prod 
1 0,670 

86 

1 63,370 
92,056 
70,826 
1 6,359 
1 2 ,249 
1 6,960 

37 

Prod 

22, 1 59 
2 ,250 

44,523 
20 

1 0,872 
23 

1 36, 1 26 
1 1 6,744 

80,830 
1 6, 1 04 

23 

Prod 

Wght Price Prod 

77A Deluxe cpe 3,066 1 ,230 
70B Super Deluxe Tudor sdn 3,2 1 6  1 ,382 
7 1 B Super Deluxe Sprtsmn cony 3,366 2,282 28 
72B Super Deluxe cpe sdn 3, 1 66 1 ,409 
73B Super Deluxe Fordor sdn 3,266 1 ,440 
76B Super Deluxe conv cpe 3,266 1 ,740 1 2 ,033 
79B Super Deluxe wgn 4d, 8P 3,520 1 ,972 
*Model Year Production by Body Style (Six/VS) : 

DeLuxe (wb 1 1 4.0) 

Tudor sdn 
cpe 

Super DeLuxe (wb 1 1 4.0) 

Tudor sdn 
Fordor sdn 
cpe sdn 
wgn 4d , 8P 

1 948 Engines bore x stroke 

l6, 226 .0  3 .30 x 4 .40 
V8, 239.4 3. 1 9 x 3.75 

1 949 
Standard (wb 1 1 4.0) 

70A Tudor sdn 
72A club cpe 
72C bus cpe 
73A Fordor sdn 

chassis 
Custom V8 (wb 1 1 4.0) 

70B Tudor sdn 
72B club cpe 
73B Fordor sdn 
76 cony cpe 
79 wgn 2d, 8P 

chassis 
1 949 Engines bore x stroke 

l6, 226.0 3.30 x 4.40 
V8, 239 .4 3 . 1 9 x 3. 75 

1 950 
DeLuxe (wb 1 1 4.0) 

070 Tudor sdn 
D72C bus cpe 
073 Fordor sdn 
Custom (wb 1 1 4.0) 

C70 Tudor sdn 
C70C Crestliner sdn 2d 
C72 club cpe 
C73 Fordor sdn 
C76 cony cpe 
C79 Country Squire wgn 2d 

bhp 

95 
1 00 

bhp 

95 
1 00 

1 950 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

l6, 226.0 3 .30 x 4 .40 95 
V8, 239.4 3. 1 9 x 3.75 1 00 

1 951 
Deluxe (wb 1 1 4.0) 

70 Tudor sdn 

avai labi l ity 

S-Six 
S-V8 

Wght 

2,965 
2,945 
2,89 1 
3,0 1 0 

2 ,968 
2,948 
3,0 1 3 
3,254 
3,543 

Price 

1 ,425 
1 ,4 1 5  
1 ,333 
1 ,472 

1 ,5 1 1 
1 ,5 1 1 
1 ,559 
1 ,886 
2, 1 1 9 

availabi l ity 

S-Six 
O-V8 

Wght Price 

3,007 1 ,424 
2,949 1 ,333 
3,064 1 ,472 

3,01 5 1 ,5 1 1 
3,050 1 ,7 1 1 
2 ,98 1  1 ,5 1 1 
3,078 1 ,558 
3,263 1 ,948 
3,5 1 1 2,028 
availabil ity 

S-all exc C70C, C76 

23,356 
5,048 

82, 1 61 
71 ,358 
44,826 

8,9 1 2  

Prod 

1 26,770 
4, 1 70 

28,946 
44,563 

1 

433,31 6  
1 50 ,254 
248, 1 76 

5 1 , 1 33 
31 ,41 2 

1 8  

Prod 

275,360 
35, 1 20 
77,888 

398,060 
1 7,601 
85, 1 1 1  

247 , 1 8 1  
50,299 
22,292 

S-C70C, C76; O-others 

Wght Price Prod 

3,043 1 ,4 1 7 1 46,0 1 0  
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Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

72C bus cpe 2,979 1 ,324 20,343 72C bus cpe 3,082 1 ,548 1 0 ,665 
73 Fordor sdn 3, 1 02 1 ,465 54,265 73A sdn 4d 3 ,203 1 ,701 55,37 1 
Custom (wb 1 1 4.0) C ustoml ine (wb 1 1 5.5) 

60 Victoria htp cpe 3 , 1 88 1 ,925 1 1 0,286 59B Ranch Wagon 2d 3,405 2, 1 22 36,086 
70 Tudor sdn 3,043 1 ,505 3 1 7,869 70B sdn 2d 3, 1 60 1 ,744 293,375 
70C Crestliner sdn 2d 3,065 1 ,595 8,703 72B club cpe 3, 1 4 1 1 ,753 33,951 
72 club cpe 3,0 1 5  1 ,505 53,263 73B sdn 4d 3,2 1 6  1 ,793 262 ,499 
73 Fordor sdn 3 , 1 02 1 ,553 232,69 1 79B Country Sedan wgn 4d, 6P 3 ,574 2,202 48,384 
76 cony cpe 3,268 1 ,949 40,934 Crest l ine (wb 1 1 5.5) 79 Country Squire wgn 2d 3,530 2,029 29,01 7 
1 95 1  Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

60B Victoria htp cpe 3,245 2,055 95,464 
60F Skyl iner htp cpe 3,265 2, 1 64 1 3,344 

L6, 226.0 3 .30 x 4.40 95 S-all exc 60 , 70C, 76 73C sdn 4d 3,220 1 ,898 99,677 
V8, 239.4 3. 1 9 x 3 .75 1 00 S-60, 70C, 76; O-others 76B Sunl iner cony cpe 3,292 2, 1 64 36,685 

79C Country Squire wgn 4d, 8P 3,624 2,339 1 2,797 
1 954 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

1 952 L6, 223.0 3.62 x 3 .60 1 1 5 S-all exc 79B 
Mainl ine (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod V8, 239.4 3 .50 x 3 . 1 0  1 30 S-79B;  O-others (ohv) 

59A Ranch Wagon 2d 3,2 1 2  1 ,832 32,566 
70A sdn 2d 3 , 1 1 1  1 ,485 79,931 1 955 72C bus cpe 3,035 1 ,389 1 0, 1 37 
73A sdn 4d 3, 1 90 1 ,530 41 ,227 Main l ine (wb 1 1 5.5) Wght Price Prod 

C ustoml ine (wb 1 1 5.0) 70A sdn 2d 3 , 1 1 9  1 ,707 76,698 
70B sdn 2d 3 , 1 1 1  1 ,570 1 75,762 700 bus cpe 3,08 1 1 ,606 8,809 

72B club cpe 3 , 1 1 6  1 ,579 26,550 73A sdn 4d 3 , 1 61  1 ,753 4 1 ,794 
73B sdn 4d 3, 1 90 1 ,6 1 5 1 88,303 C ustomline (wb 1 1 5.5) 
79C Country Sedan wgn 4d, 6P 3,61 7 2,060 1 1 ,927 70B sdn 2d 3, 1 39 1 ,801 236,575 
Crest l ine (wb 1 1 5.0) 73B sdn 4d 3, 1 8 1 1 ,845 235,4 1 7  
60B Victoria htp cpe 3,274 1 ,925 77,320 Fairlane (wb 1 1 5.5) 
76B Sunl iner cony cpe 3 ,339 2,027 22,534 60B Victoria htp cpe 3,251 2,095 1 1 3,372 
79B Country Squ i re wgn 4d , 8P 3,640 2 , 1 86 5 ,426 64A Crown Victoria htp cpe 3,3 1 3  2 ,202 33, 1 65 
1 952 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 64B Crown Vic htp cpe, glass top 3,32 1 2 ,272 1 ,999 

L6, 2 1 5 .3  3.56 x 3 .60 1 0 1  S-all exc 79C, Crestline (ohv) 70C club sdn 2d 3, 1 55 1 ,9 1 4  1 73,31 1 
73C Town Sedan 3,201 1 ,960 254 ,437 

V8, 239.4 3 . 1 9 x 3.75 1 1 0 S-79C, Crestl ine ;  O-others 76B Sunliner cony cpe 3,31 5 2 ,224 49,966 
Station Wagon (wb 1 1 5.5) 

1 953 59A Ranch 2d, 6P 3,376 2,043 40,493 
59B Custom Ranch 2d,  6P 3 ,394 2, 1 09 43 ,671 

Main l ine (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 79B Country Sedan 4d,  8P 3,536 2,287 53,209 
59A R anch Wagon 2d 3,406 1 ,9 1 7 66,976 79C Country Squire 4d, 8P 3,538 2,392 1 9,0 1 1 
70A sdn 2d 3,092 1 ,497 1 52,995 790 Country Sedan 4d, 6P 3,460 2 , 1 56 53,075 
72C bus cpe 3,0 1 8  1 ,400 1 6,280 1 955 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
73A sdn 4d 3, 1 38 1 ,542 69,463 L6, 223.0 3.62 x 3 .60 1 20 S-all 
Customline (wb 1 1 5.0) V8, 272.0 3 .62 x 3 .30 1 62 O-all 
70B sdn 2d 3 , 1 00 1 ,582 305,433 V8, 272.0 3.62 x 3 .30 1 82 O-all 
728 club cpe 3,084 1 ,591 43,999 
738 sdn 4d 3 , 1 54 1 ,628 374,487 

1 956 798 Country Sedan wgn 4d, 6P 3,539 2,076 37,743 
Crest l ine (wb 1 1 5.0) Main l ine (wb 1 1 5.5) Wght Price Prod 

608 Victoria htp cpe 3,250 1 ,941 1 28,302 70A sdn 2d 3, 1 43 1 ,850 1 06,974 
768 Sunl iner cony cpe 3,334 2,043 40,861 700 bus sdn 2d 3,088 1 ,748 8,020 
79C Country Squire wgn 4d , 8P 3,609 2,203 1 1 ,001 73A sdn 4d 3 , 1 83 1 ,895 49,448 

chassis 2 Customline (wb 1 1 5.5) 

1 953 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 640 Victoria htp cpe 3,202 1 ,985 33, 1 30 
L6, 2 1 5 .3  3 .56 x 3 .60 1 0 1 S-all exc 79B, Crestl ine 70B sdn 2d 3, 1 63 1 ,939 1 64 ,828 
V8, 239.4 3 . 1 9 x 3 .75 1 1 0 S-79B, Crest l ine;  O-others 738 sdn 4d 3,203 1 ,985 1 70,695 

Fairlane (wb 1 1 5.5) 

1 954 57A Victoria htp sdn 3 ,369 2,249 32, 1 1 1  
Mainl ine (wb 1 1 5.5) Wght Price Prod 

64A Crown Victoria htp cpe 3,289 2,337 9,209 
648 Crown Vic htp cpe, g lass top 3,299 2,407 603 

59A R anch Wagon 2d 3,399 2,029 44,3 1 5 64C Victoria htp cpe 3,274 2, 1 94 1 77,735 
70A sdn 2d 3, 1 47 1 ,651 1 23,329 70C club sdn 2d 3 , 1 79 2,047 1 42,629 
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Wght Price Prod Fairlane 500 (wb 1 1 8.0) Wght Price Prod 

73C Town Sedan 3,2 1 9  2,093 224,872 5 1 A  Skyliner retrac cony cpe 4,069 3, 1 63 1 4,7 13  
76B Sunl iner cony cpe 3,384 2,359 58, 1 47 57A Victoria htp sdn 3,488 2,499 36,509 
Station Wagon (wb 1 1 5.5) 58B sdn 4d 3,452 2,428 1 05,698 

63A Victoria htp cpe 3,390 2,435 80,439 
59A Ranch 2d, 6P 3,402 2, 1 85 48,348 64B club sdn 2d 3,380 2,374 34,041 
59B Custom Ranch 2d, 6P 3,4 1 7  2 ,249 42,3 1 7  76B Sunl iner conv 3,556 2,650 35,029 
59C Parklane 2d 3,432 2,428 1 5, 1 86 

Station Wagon (wb 1 1 6.0) 79B Country Sedan 4d, 8P 3,555 2,428 85,374 
79C Country Squire 4d, 8P 3,566 2,533 23,221 59A Ranch 2d, 6P 3,552 2,397 34,578 
1 956 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 59B Del Rio 2d, 6P 3,734 2,503 1 2,687 

79A Ranch 4d, 6P 3,608 2,451 32,854 
L6, 223.0 3.62 x 3.60 1 37 S-all 79C Country Sedan 4d, 9P 3,682 2,664 20,702 
V8 , 272 .0 3.62 x 3.30 1 73 O-Mainline, Customline 790 Country Sedan 4d, 6P 3,6 1 4  2,557 68,772 
V8, 292 .0 3 .75 x 3 .30 200 O-Fairlane wgn, (202 bhp w/auto) 79E Country Squire 4d, 9P 3,7 1 8  2,794 1 5,020 
V8, 3 1 2 .0 3 .80 x 3 .44 2 1 5 O-all (225 bhp w/auto) 

1 958 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

1 957 L6, 223 .0  3.62 x 3. 60 1 45 S-all exc 5 1 A  
V8, 292 .0 3.75 x 3.30 205 S-51 A; O-others 

Custom (wb 1 1 6.0) Wght Price Prod VB, 332 .0 4 .00 x 3 .30 240 O-wgns (265 bhp w/auto) 
70A sdn 2d 3,21 1 1 ,991 1 1 6,963 V8, 332 .0 4 .00 x 3 .30 265 O-all 
700 bus sdn 2d 3,202 1 ,879 6,888 V8, 352 .0 4 .00 x 3 . 50 300 O-all 
73A sdn 4d 3,254 2,042 68,924 
Custom 300 (wb 1 1 6.0) 

70B sdn 2d 3,224 2, 1 05 1 60,360 1 959 
73B sdn 4d 3,259 2, 1 57 1 94,877 Custom 300 (wb 1 1 8.0) Wght Price Prod 
Fai rlane (wb 1 1 8.0) 58E sdn 4d 3,436 2,273 249,553 
57B Victoria htp sdn 3,41 1 2,357 1 2 ,695 64F sdn 2d 3,360 2,2 1 9  228 ,576 
58A Town Sedan 4d 3,376 2,286 52,060 64G bus sdn 3,334 2, 1 32 4,084 
63B Victoria htp cpe 3,366 2,293 44, 1 27 Fair lane (wb 1 1 8.0) 64A club sdn 2d 3,331 2,235 39,843 
Fai rlane 500 (wb 1 1 8.0) 

58A Town Sedan 4d 3,466 2,41 1 64,663 
64A club sdn 2d 3,382 2,357 35, 1 26 

5 1 A  Skyliner retrac cony cpe 3,9 1 6 2,942 20,766 Fairlane 500 (wb 1 1 8.0) 57A Victoria htp sdn 3,426 2,404 68,550 
58B Town Sedan 4d 3,384 2,286 1 93, 1 62 57A Victoria htp sdn 3,502 2,602 9,308 
63A Victoria htp cpe 3,381 2,339 1 83,202 58B sdn 4d 3,468 2,530 35,670 
64B club sdn 2d 3,346 2,281 93,756 63A Victoria htp cpe 3,41 6 2 ,537 23,892 
76B Sunl iner cony cpe 3,536 2,505 77,726 64B club sdn 2d 3,388 2,476 1 0, 1 41 
Station Wagon (wb 1 1 6.0) Galaxie (wb 1 1 8.0) 

59A Ranch 2d, 6P 3,455 2,301 60,486 5 1 A  Skyl iner retrac htp cpe 4,064 3,346 1 2,91 5 
59B Del Rio 2d, 6P 3,462 2,397 46, 1 05 54A sdn 4d 3,456 2,582 1 83, 1 08 
79C Country Sedan 4d, 9P 3,6 1 4  2 ,556 49,638 64H club sdn 2d 3,388 2,528 52,848 
790 Country Sedan 4d, 6P 3,525 2,451 1 37,251 65A Victoria htp cr.>e 3,428 2,589 1 21 ,869 
79E Country Squire 4d, 9P 3,628 2,684 27,690 75A Victoria htp sdn 3,544 2 ,654 47,728 
1 957 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

76B Sunl iner cony cpe 3,578 2,839 45,868 

L6, 223.0 3.62 x 3.60 1 44 S-all exc 5 1 A  Station Wagon (wb 1 1 8.0) 

V8, 272.0 3.62 x 3.30 1 90 S-5 1 A; O-others 59C Ranch 2d, 6P 3,640 2,567 45,588 
V8, 292.0 3.75 x 3.30 2 1 2  O-Fairlane, Fairlane 500, wgns 590 Del Rio 2d, 6P 3,664 2,678 8,663 
V8, 3 1 2.0 3.80 x 3 .44 245 O-all 7 1 E Country Sedan 4d, 9P 3,8 1 8  2,829 28,8 1 1 

7 1 F Country Sedan 4d, 6P 3,768 2,745 94,601 
7 1 G  Country Squi re 4d, 9P 3,808 2,958 24,336 

1 958 
7 1 H Ranch 4d , 6P 3,736 2 ,634 67,339 
1 959 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

Custom (wb 1 1 6.0) Wght Price Prod L6, 223.0 3.62 x 3.60 S-al l  exc 5 1  A 1 45 
70A sdn 2d 3,250 2,055 36,272 V8, 292.0 3.75 x 3 .30 200 S-51 A; O-others 700 bus sdn 3,227 1 ,967 4,062 V8, 332 .0 4 .00 x 3.30 225 O-all 73A sdn 4d 3 ,278 2, 1 09 27,8 1 1 V8, 352.0 4 .00 x 3.50 300 O-all 
Custom 300 (wb 1 1 6.0) 

70B sdn 2d 3 ,300 2,305 1 37, 1 69 
73B sdn 4d 3,328 2, 1 59 1 35,557 1 960 
Fairlane (wb 1 1 8.0) Falcon (wb 1 09.5) Wght Price Prod 
57B Victoria htp sdn 3,450 2,4 1 9  5 ,868 58A sdn 4d 2,288 1 ,974 1 67,896 
58A Town Sedan 4d 3,427 2,275 57,490 59A wgn 2d 2,540 2,225 27,552 63B Victoria htp cpe 3,373 2,354 1 6,41 6  64A sdn 2d 2,259 1 ,9 1 2  1 93,470 
64A club sdn 2d 3,375 2,221 38,366 7 1 A  wgn 4d 2,575 2,287 46,758 
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; 

Custom 300 (wb 1 1 9.0) Wght Price Prod 

, 
58F sdn 4d 3,576 2,284 572 
64H sdn 2d 3,465 2,230 302 

Fairlane (wb 1 1 9.0) 

58E sdn 4d 3,656 2,31 1 1 09,801 
64F sdn 2d 3,582 2,257 93,256 
64G bus sdn 3,555 2 , 1 70 1 ,733 

Fairlane 500 (wb 1 1 9.0) 

58A Town Sedan 4d 3,663 2,388 1 53,234 
64A club sdn 2d 3,586 2,334 91 ,041 

Galaxie (wb 1 1 9.0) 

54A Town Sedan 4d 3,684 2,603 1 04,784 
62A club sdn 2d 3,603 2,549 3 1 ,866 
63A Starl iner htp cpe 3,61 7 2,6 1 0  68,461 
75A Victoria htp sdn 3,692 2,675 39,21 5  
768 Sunl iner cony cpe 3,791 2,860 44,762 

Station Wagon (wb 1 1 9.0) 

59C Ranch 2d, 6P 3,881 2,586 27, 1 36 
7 1 E Country Sedan 4d, 9P 4,058 2,837 1 9,277 
7 1 F Country Sedan 4d, 6P 4,0 1 2  2 ,752 59,302 
7 1 G Country Squire 4d, 9P 4,072 2,967 22,237 
7 1 H Ranch 4d, 6P 3,998 2,656 43,872 

1 960 Engines bore x stroke bhp availability 

L6, 1 44. 3  3.50 x 2.50 90 S-Falcon only 
L6, 223.0 3.62 x 3.60 1 45 S-all exc Falcon 
V8, 292.0 3.75 x 3.30 1 85 a-all exc Falcon 
V8, 352.0 4.00 x 3. 50 235 a-all exc Falcon 
V8, 352.0 4.00 x 3.50 300 a-all exc Falcon 

1 961  
Falcon (wb 1 09.5) Wght Price Prod 

58A sdn 4d 2 ,289 1 ,976 1 59,761 
59A wgn 2d 2,525 2,227 32,045 
62A Futura cpe 2,322 2 , 1 62 44,470 
64A sdn 2d (inc 50 Economy sdns) 2 ,254 1 ,9 1 4  1 50,032 
7 1 A  wgn 4d 2,558 2,270 87,933 

Custom 300 (wb 1 1 9.0) 

58F sdn 4d 3,51 6 - 303 
64H sdn 2d 3,405 - 49 

Fairlane (wb 1 1 9.0) 

58E sdn 4d 3,634 2,3 1 7  96,602 
64F sdn 2d 3,536 2,263 66,875 

Fairlane 500 (wb 1 1 9.0) 

58A sdn 4d 3,642 2,432 98,91 7 
64A sdn 2d 3,551 2,378 42,468 

Galaxie (wb 1 1 9.0) 

54A sdn 4d 3,61 9 2,592 1 41 ,823 
62A sdn 2d 3,537 2,538 27,780 
63A Starl iner htp cpe 3,566 2,599 29,669 
65A Victoria htp cpe 3,594 2,599 75,437 
75A Victoria htp sdn 3,637 2,664 30,342 
768 Sunliner cony cpe 3,743 2,849 44,61 4 

Station Wagon (wb 1 1 9.0) 

59C Ranch 2d, 6P 3,865 2,588 1 2,042 
7 1 E Country Sedan 4d, 9P 4,01 1 2,858 1 6,356 
7 1 F Country Sedan 4d, 6P 3,983 2,754 46,31 1 
7 1 G Country Squire 4d, 9P 4,01 5 3,0 1 3  1 4,657 
7 1 H Ranch 4d, 6P 3,960 2,658 30,292 
7 1 J  Country Squire 4d, 6P 3,969 2,943 1 6,961 

� 

1 961 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 1 44.3 3 .50 x 2 . 50 85 
L6, 1 70.0 3.50 x 2.94 1 0 1 
L6, 223.0 3 .62 x 3.30 1 35 
V8, 292 .0 3 .75 x 3.30 1 75 
V8, 352.0 4.00 x 3.50 220 
V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3.78 300 

1 962 
Falcon (wb 1 09.5) 

58A sdn 4d 
588 Deluxe sdn 4d 
59A wgn 2d 
598 Deluxe wgn 2d 
62C Futura cpe 
64A sdn 2d 
648 Deluxe sdn 2d 
7 1 A  wgn 4d 
7 1 8  Deluxe wgn 4d 
7 1 C Squire wgn 4d 

Fairlane (wb 1 1 5.5) 

54A sdn 4d 
62A sdn 2d 
548 500 sdn 4d 
628 500 sdn 2d 
62C 500 spt cpe 

Galaxie (wb 1 1 9.0) 

548 sdn 4d 
628 sdn 2d 

Galaxie 500 (wb 1 1 9.0) 

54A sdn 4d 
62A sdn 2d 
65A Victoria htp cpe 
658 XL Victoria htp cpe 
75A Victoria htp sdn 
76A Sunliner cony cpe 
768 XL Sun liner cony cpe 

Station Wagon (wb 1 1 9.0) 

7 1 A  Country Squire 4d, 9P 
7 1 8 Country Sedan 4d, 6P 
7 1 C Country Sedan 4d, 9P 
7 1 D Ranch 4d, 6P 
7 1 E Country Squire 4d, 6P 

1 962 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 1 44.3 3.50 x 2. 50 85 
L6, 1 70.0 3 .50 x 2 .94 1 0 1 
L6, 223 .0 3.62 x 3. 60 1 38 
V8, 221 .0 3.50 x 2.87 1 45 
V8, 260.0 3.80 x 2.87 1 64 
V8, 292.0 3 .75 x 3.30 1 70 
V8, 352.0 4.00 x 3.50 220 
V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3.78 300/340 
V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3.78 375/401 

1 963 
Series 0 Falcon (wb 1 09.5) 

54A sdn 4d 
62A sdn 2d 

Series 1 0  Falcon Futura (wb 1 09.5) 

548 sdn 4d 
628 sdn 2d 

Ford 

availabi l ity 

S-Falcon 
a-Falcon 
S-all exc Falcon 
S-all exc Falcon 
a-all exc Falcon 
a-all exc Falcon 

Wght 

2,279 
2,285 
2,539 
2,545 
2,343 
2,243 
2,249 
2,575 
2,581 
2,591 

2,848 
2,81 5 
2,865 
2,832 
2,928 

3,636 
3,554 

3,650 
3,568 
3,568 
3,672 
3,640 
3,730 
3,83 1 

4,022 
3,992 
4,01 0 
3,968 
4,006 

Price Prod 

2 047 
2

' 
1 33 -1 26,041 , 
." �:;: f- 20,025 

2,273 1 7,01 1 
1 , 980 
2 071 f- 1 43,650 

2 :341 
2,427 1-- 66,81 9 

2,603 22,583 

2,2 1 6  45,342 
2, 1 54  34,264 
2,304 1 29,258 
2,242 68,624 
2,403 1 9,628 

2,507 1 1 5,594 
2,453 54,930 

2,667 1 74, 1 95 
2,6 1 3  27,824 
2,674 87,562 
2,268 28,41 2 
2,739 30,778 
2,924 42,646 
3 ,518 1 3, 1 83 

3,088 1 5,666 
2,829 47,635 
2,933. 1 6,562 
2,733 33,674 
3,0 1 8  1 6, 1 1 4  

availability 

S-Falcon 
a-Falcon 
S-all exc Falcon 
O-Fairlane 
O-Fairlane 
S-768; a-all exc Falc, Fair 
a-all exc Falcon, Fairlane 
O-all exc Falcon , Fairlane 
a-all ex,: Falcon, Fairlane 

Wght Price Prod 

2,337 2,047 62,365 
2,300 1 ,985 70,630 

2,345 2, 1 61 31 ,736 
2,308 2,1 1 6  27,0 1 8  
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Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

638 htp cpe 2,438 2 , 1 98 28,496 1 4  Sprint conv cpe 3,008 2,671 4,278 
63C Sprint htp cpe 2,438 2,320 1 0 ,4 79 1 5  conv cpe 2,7 1 0  2,48 1 1 3,220 
76A conv cpe 2,645 2 ,470 31 , 1 92 1 6  sdn 4d 2,4 1 0  2 , 1 76 38,032 
768 Sprint conv cpe 2,645 2,600 4,602 1 7  htp cpe 2 ,51 5 2 ,209 32,608 
Series 20 Falcon Wagon (wb 1 09.5) 

1 9  sdn 2d 2,375 2, 1 27 1 6,833 

59A wgn 2d 2,580 2 ,298 7,322 Series 20 Falcon Wagon (wb 1 09.5) 

598 Deluxe wgn 2d 2,586 2,384 4,269 2 1  wgn 2d 2,660 2,326 6,034 
7 1 A  wgn 4d 2,6 1 7  2 ,34 1 1 8,484 22 wgn 4d 2,695 2,360 1 7,779 
7 1 8 Deluxe wgn 4d 2,623 2,427 23,477 24 Deluxe wgn 4d 2 ,71 5 2 ,446 20,697 
7 1 C  Squire wgn 4d 2,639 2,603 8,269 26 Squire wgn 4d 2,720 2 ,622 6,766 
Series 30 Fai rlane (wb 1 1 5.5) Series 30 Fairlane (wb 1 1 5.5) 

54A sdn 4d 2,930 2 ,2 1 6  44,454 3 1  sdn 2d 2,855 2 , 1 94 20,421 
62A sdn 2d 2 ,890 2, 1 54 28,984 32 sdn 4d 2,895 2,235 36,693 
7 1 8 Cus Ranch Wagon 4d 3,298 2,61 3 29,6 1 2  38 Ranch wgn 4d 3,290 2,531  20,980 
7 1 0 Ranch Wagon 4d 3,281 2,525 24,006 Series 40 Fairlane 500 (wb 1 1 5.5) 71 E Squire Wagon 4d 3,295 2,781 7,983 
Series 40 Fa i rlane 500 (wb 1 1 5.5) 

4 1  sdn 2d 2,863 2,276 23,447 
42 sdn 4d 2,9 1 0 2 ,3 1 7  86,91 9  

548 sdn 4d 2,945 2,304 1 04, 1 75 43 htp cpe 2,925 2,341 42,733 
628 sdn 2d 2,905 2,242 34,764 47 htp cpe , bkt sts 2,945 2,502 2 1 ,431 
65A htp cpe 2,923 2,324 4 1 ,641  48 Ranch Cus wgn 4d 3,3 1 0  2 ,6 1 2  24,962 
658 htp cpe, bk1 sts 2,923 2,504 28,268 Series 50 Custom (wb 1 1 9.0) 
Series 50 300 (wb 1 1 9.0) 5 1  500 sdn 2d 3 ,559 2,464 20,61 9 
54E sdn 4d 3,627 2,378 44 , 1 42 52 500 sdn 4d 3,659 2,5 1 8  68,828 
62E sdn 2d 3,547 2,324 26,01 0  53 sdn 2d 3,529 2,361 4 1 ,359 
Series 50 Galaxie (wb 1 1 9.0) 54 sdn 4d 3,6 1 9  2,4 1 5  57,964 

548 sdn 4d 3,647 2,507 82,4 1 9  Series 6 0  Galaxie 500 (wb 1 1 9.0) 

628 sdn 2d 3,567 2,453 30,335 60 XL htp sdn 3,722 3,298 1 4,661 
Series 60 Galaxie 500 (wb 1 1 9.0) 6 1  sdn 2d 3,574 2,624 1 3,041 

62 sdn 4d 3,674 2,678 1 98,805 
54A sdn 4d 3,667 2,667 205,722 64 htp sdn 3,689 2,750 49,242 
62A sdn 2d 3,587 2,61 3 2 1 , 1 37 66 htp cpe 3,584 2,685 206,998 
638 XL htp cpe, fstbk 3,772 2,674 1 34 ,370 Sunliner conv cpe 3,759 2,947 37,31 1 
65A htp cpe 3,599 2,674 49 ,733 68 XL htp cpe 3,622 3,233 58,306 
75A htp sdn 3,679 2,739 39 , 1 54 69 XL conv cpe 3,687 3,495 1 5 , 1 69 
76A Sun liner conv cpe 3,757 2,924 29,71 3  

Series 70 Station Wagon (wb 1 1 9.0) 
Series 70 Station Wagon (wb 1 1 9.0) 72 Country Sedan 4d, 6P 3,973 2,840 68,578 
7 1 A Country Squire 4d, 9P 4 ,003 3,088 1 9,567 74 Country Sedan 4d, 9P 3,983 2,944 25,661 
7 1 8  Country Sedan 4d, 6P 3,977 2,829 64,954 76 Country Squire 4d, 6P 3,988 3,029 23,570 
7 1 C  Country Sedan 4d, 9P 3,989 2,933 22,250 78 Country Squire 4d, 9P 3,998 3,099 23, 1 20 
7 1 E Country Squire 4d, 6P 3,99 1 3,0 1 8  20,359 

1 964 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
1 963 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity L6, 1 44 .3  3.50x 2.50 85 S-Flcn exc conv, Sprnt, Del wgns 
L6, 1 44.3 3 .50 x 2 .50 85 S-Falcon L6, 1 70.0 3 .50 x 2.94 1 01 S-Flcn conv, Sprnt, Del wgn ; 
L6, 1 70.0 3 .50 x 2.94 1 01 O-Falcon O-other Flcn 
L6, 200 .0  3.68 x 3. 1 3  1 1 6 S-Fairlane L6, 200 .0  3.68 x 3. 1 3  1 1 6  S-Fairlane; O-Falcon 
L6, 223 .0  3.62 x 3.60 1 38 S-all exc Falcon, Fairlane L6, 223.0 3.62 x 3 .60 1 38 S-all exc Fairlane, Falcon 
V8, 22 1 .0 3 .50 x 2.87 1 45 O-Fairlane V8 , 260.0 3.80 x 2.87 1 1 6 S-Flcn Sprnt, Fairlane ;  O-Flcn 
V8, 260.0 3 .80 x 2 .87 1 64 S-Falcon Sprint ; O-others V8, 289.0 4.00 x 2 .87 1 95/271 S-60, 68, 69; O-all exc Flcn 
V8, 289.0 4.00 x 2.87 271 O-Fairlane V8, 352 .0 4.00 x 3.50 250 O-all exc Falcon, Fairlane 
V8, 352 .0 4.00 x3 .50 220 O-all exc Falcon, Fairlane V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3.78 300/330 O-all exc Falcon, Fairlane 
V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3.78 300/330 O-all exc Falcon,  Fairlane V8, 427.0 4.23 x3 .78 425 O-all exc Falcon, Fairlane 
V8, 406.0 4. 1 3 x 3.78 385/405 O-all exc Falcon, Fairlane 
V8 , 427.0 4.23 x 3.78 41 0/425 O-all exc Falcon, Fairlaine 

1 964 
1 965 
Series 0 Fa lcon (wb 1 09.5) Wght Price Prod 

Series 0 Falcon (wb 1 09.5) Wght Price Prod 0 1  sdn 4d 2,366 2 ,020 35,858 
0 1  sdn 4d 2,365 1 ,996 36,441 0 1  Deluxe sdn 2d 2,381 2 , 1 20 1 3,824 
0 1  Deluxe sdn 2d 2,380 2,096 28,4 1 1 02 sdn 4d 2,406 2,082 30, 1 86 
02 sdn 4d 2,400 2,058 27,722 02 Deluxe sdn 4d 2,426 2, 1 82 1 3,850 
02 Deluxe sdn 4d 2,420 2, 1 58 26,532 Series 1 0  Falcon Futura (wb 1 09.5) 
Series 1 0  Falcon Futura (wb 1 09.5) 1 3  Sprint htp cpe 2,749 2,337 2,806 
1 1  htp cpe, bkt seats 2,545 2,325 8,607 1 4  Sprint conv cpe 2,971 2,671 300 
1 2  conv cpe, bkt seats 2,735 2,597 2,980 1 5  conv cpe 2,673 2,481 6,2 1 5 
1 3  Sprint htp cpe 2,8 1 3  2 ,436 1 3,830 1 6  sdn 4d 2,41 3 2 , 1 92 33,985 
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Wght Price Prod Series 40 Fairlane 500 (wb 1 1 6 ;  wgn-1 1 3.0) Wght Price Prod 

1 7  hlp cpe 2,491 2,226 25,754 40 XL GT hlp cpe, V8 3 ,493 2,843 33 ,0 1 5  
1 9  sdn 2d 2,373 2 , 1 44 1 1 ,670 4 1  club cpe 2,839 3,3 1 7  1 4 , 1 1 8  
Series 2 0  Falcon Wagon (wb 1 09.5) 42 sdn 4d 2,884 2,357 68,635 

43 hlp cpe 2,94 1  2 ,378 75,947 
2 1  wgn 2d 2,61 1 2 ,333 4,891 44 XL GT cony cpe 3 ,070 3,068 4,327 
22 wgn 4d 2,651 2 ,367 1 4 ,91 1 45 cony cpe 3, 1 69 2,603 9 ,299 
24 Deluxe wgn 4d ( Futura) 2,667 2,506 1 2,548 46 XL cony cpe 3, 1 84 2 ,768 4,560 
26 Squire wgn 4d 2,669 2,665 6,703 47 XL htp cpe 2,969 2,533 23,942 
Series 30 Fairlane (wb 1 1 5.5) 48 Deluxe wgn 4d 3,277 2 ,665 1 9,826 

49 Squire wgn 4d 3,285 2,796 1 1 , 558 
3 1  sdn 2d 2,902 2,230 1 3 ,685 

Series 50 Custom (wb 1 1 9.0) 32 sdn 4d 2,954 2,271 25 ,378 
38 wgn 4d 3 ,279 2,567 1 3 ,91 1 5 1  500 sdn 2d 3,397 2,481 28,789 
Series 40 Fairlane 500 (wb 1 1 5.5) 52 500 sdn 4d 3,466 2,533 1 09,449 

53 sdn 2d 3,355 2,380 32,292 
4 1  sdn 2d 2,901 2 ,3 1 2 1 6,092 54 sdn 4d 3,455 2,432 72,245 
42 sdn 4d 2,959 2,353 77,836 

Series 60 Galaxie 500 (wb 1 1 9.0) 43 htp cpe 2,973 2,377 4 1 ,405 
47 htp cpe , bkt sts 2 ,984 2 ,538 1 5, 1 4 1 60 LTD htp sdn 3,649 3 ,278 69,400 
48 wgn 4d 3,3 1 6  2,648 20,506 6 1  7 Litre htp cpe 3,9 1 4  3,62 1  8 ,705 
Series 50 Custom (wb 1 1 9.0) 62 sdn 4d 3 ,478 2,677 1 71 ,886 

63 7 Litre cony cpe, V8 4,059 3 ,872 2,368 
5 1  sdn 2d 3,336 2,464 49,034 64 htp sdn 3,548 2,762 54,884 
52 sdn 4d 3,408 2 ,51 8 96,393 65 cony cpe 3,655 2,934 27,454 
53 500 sdn 2d 3,306 2,361 1 9,603 66 htp cpe 3,459 2,685 1 98 ,532 
54 500 sdn 4d 3,378 2 ,41 5 71 ,727 67 LTD htp cpe 3,601 3,201 31 ,696 
Series 60 Galaxie 500 (wb 1 1 9.0) 68 XL htp cpe 3,6 1 6 3,231 25,7 1 5  

69 XL  cony cpe 3,761 3,480 6,360 
60 LTD htp sdn 3,578 3,3 1 3  68,038 

Series 70 Station Wagon (wb 1 1 9.0) 62 sdn 4d 3,440 2,678 1 8 1 , 1 83 
64 htp sdn 3,480 2,765 49,982 7 1  Ranch 4d 3,94 1 2 ,793 33,306 
65 cony cpe 3, 592 2,950 3 1 ,930 72 Country Sedan 4d, 6P 3,956 2,882 55,6 1 6  
66 htp cpe 3,380 2,685 1 57,284 74 Country Sedan 4d, 9P 3,997 2,999 36,633 
67 LTD htp cpe 3,486 3,233 37,69 1  76 Country Squire 4d, 6P 4,026 3 , 1 82 27,645 
68 XL htp cpe 3,497 3,233 28, 1 4 1  78 Country Squire 4d, 9P 4,040 3,265 4 1 ,953 
69 XL conv cpe 3,665 3,498 9,849 

1 966 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 
Series 70 Station Wagon (wb 1 1 9.0) 

L6, 1 70 .0  3 .50x 2 .94 1 05 S-Falcon 
7 1  Ranch 4d, 6P 3,869 2,763 30,8 1 7 L6, 200 .0  3 .68 x 3 . 1 3  1 20 S-Flcn Futura/wgn, Fair exc GT, 
72 Country Sedan 4d, 6P 3,879 2,855 59,693 GTA; O-Flcn 
74 Country Sedan 4d, 9P 3 ,893 2,959 32,344 L6, 240.0 4 .00 x 3 . 1 8  1 50 S-al l  exc Flcn, Fair; O-Flcn wgns 
76 Country Squire 4d, 6P 3,925 3 , 1 04 24,308 V8, 289.0 4 .00 x 2 .87 200/225 S-XL, LTD;  O-Flcn, Fair exc GT, 
78 Country Squire 4d, 9P 3 ,937 3, 1 74 30,502 GT A; 50, 60, 70 exc 7L 
1 965 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity V8, 352.0 4 .00 x 3 .50 250 O-all exc 7L, Fairlane, Falcon 

V8, 390 .0  4.05 x 3 .78 265 O-all exc 7L, Fair GT /GTA, Flcn L6, 1 70 .0 3 .50 x 2 .94 1 0 1  S-Flcn exc Futura, Squire until V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3 .78 3 1 5 O-all exc 7L, Fairiane, Falcon 9/25/64 V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3.78 335 S-Fair GT /GTA; O-other Fair 
L6, 2oo.0 3.68 x 3. 1 3 1 20 S-Futura/Squire, Fairlane; O-Flcn V8, 427.0 4 .23 x 3.78 4 1 0/425 O-al l  exc 7L, 70, Fairlane, Flcn 
L6, 240.0 4 .oo x 3. 1 8  1 50 S-all exc Flcn, Fairlane, LTD, XL V8, 428 .0 4 . 1 3 x 3.98 345 S-7L; O-others exc Fairlane, Flcn 
V8, 289.0 4.00 x 2.87 200-271 S-L TD, XL;O-others 
V8, 352.0 4.oo x 3.50 250 O-all exc Falcon, Fairlane 
V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3.78 300/330 O-all exc Falcon, Fairlane 
V8, 427.0 4 .23 x 3.78 425 O-all exc Falcon, Fairlane 

1 967 

1 966 Falcon (wb 1 1 0.9 ;  wgn-1 1 3.0) Wght Price Prod 

Prod 
1 0  sdn 2d 2,520 2 , 1 1 8  1 6,082 

Series 0 Falcon (wb 1 1 0.5 ;  wgn-1 1 3.0) Wght Price 1 1  sdn 4d 2 ,551  2 , 1 67 1 3,554 
0 1  club cpe 2,5 1 9  2,060 4 1 ,432 1 2  wgn 4d 3,030 2,497 5,553 
02 sdn 4d 2 ,559 2 , 1 1 4  34,685 Falcon Futura (wb 1 1 0.9; wgns-1 1 3.0) 06 wgn 4d 3,037 2,442 1 6,653 

6,287 20 club cpe 2 ,528 2,280 
Series 1 0  Falcon Futura (wb 1 1 0.9;  wgn- 1 1 3.0) 2 1  sdn 4d 2 ,559 2 ,322 1 1 ,254 
1 1  club cpe 2 ,527 2 , 1 83 2 1 ,997 22 spt cpe 3,062 2,437 7,053 
1 2  sdn 4d 2 ,567 2,237 34,039 23 Squire wgn 4d 2,556 2,609 4 ,552 
1 3  spt cpe 2 ,597 2,328 20,289 Fair lane (wb 1 1 6.0;  wgns- 1 1 3.0) 1 6  wgn 4d 3,045 2,553 1 3,574 

2,297 1 0,628 30 sdn 2d 2,832 
Series 30 Fairlane (wb 1 1 6 ;  wgn 1 1 3.0) 3 1  sdn 4d 2,867 2,339 1 9,740 
3 1  club cpe 2 ,832 2,240 1 3,498 32 Ranch wgn 4d 3,283 2 ,643 1 0,881 
32 sdn 4d 2 ,877 2,280 26, 1 70 33 500 club cpe 2 ,840 2 ,377 8,473 
38 wgn 4d 3,267 2 ,589 1 2,379 34 500 sdn 4d 2,887 2,4 1 7  51 ,522 
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Ford 
- -

Wght Price Prod Torino (wb 1 1 6.0;  wgn-1 1 3.0) Wght Price Prod 
----

35 500 htp cpe 2,927 2,439 70, 1 35 38 Squire wgn 4d 3,425 3,032 1 4,773 
36 500 conv cpe 3,244 2,664 5,428 40 htp cpe 3,098 2,7 1 0  35,964 
37 Deluxe wgn 4d 3,29 1 2,71 8 1 5 ,902 4 1  sdn 4d 3,062 2,688 1 7,962 
38 Country Squ ire wgr l  4d 3,302 2 ,902 8,348 42 GT fstbk htp cpe 3,208 2,747 74, 1 35 

43 GT conv cpe 3,352 3,001 5,3 1 0  
Fairlane 500XL (wb 1 1 6.0) 44 GT htp cpe 3, 1 94 2 ,772 23,939 
40 htp cpe 2,955 2,724 1 4 ,871 Custom (wb 1 1 9.0) 
4 1  conv epe 3,272 2,950 1 ,943 
42 GT htp cpe 3,301 2,839 1 8,670 50 sdn 2d 3,471 3,584 1 8 ,485 
43 GT conv cpe 3,607 3,064 2 , 1 1 7  5 1  sdn 4d 3,498 2,642 45,980 

Series 50 Custom (wb 1 1 9.0) 
52 500 sdn 2d 3,460 2,699 8,983 
53 500 sdn 4d 3 ,51 1 2,74 1  49,398 

50 sdn 2d 3,430 2,44 1  1 8 , 1 07 Galaxie 500 (wb 1 1 9.0) 5 1  sdn 4d 3,488 2,496 41 ,41 7 
52 500 sdn 2d 3,482 2,553 1 8 , 1 46 54 sdn 4d 3,5 1 6  2,864 1 1 7,877 
53 500 sdn 4d 3,490 2,595 83,260 55 fstbk htp cpe 3,534 2,88 1  69,760 
Galaxie 500 (wb 1 1 9.0) 

56 htp sdn 3,562 2,936 55,461 
- -- 57 conv epe 3,679 3, 1 08 1 1 ,832 
54 sdn 4d 3,500 2,732 1 30,063 58 htp cpe 3,540 2,9 1 6 84,332 
55 htp epe 3,503 2,755 1 97,388 60 XL fstbk htp epe 3,588 2,985 50,048 
56 htp sdn 3,571 2,808 57,087 6 1  X L  eonv cpe 3,745 3,2 1 4  6,066 
57 eonv cpe 3,682 3,003 1 9,068 LTD (wb 1 1 9.0) 
58 XL htp sdn 3,594 3,243 1 8, 1 74 
59 XL conv cpe 3,794 3,493 5, 1 61 62 htp cpe 3,679 3, 1 53 54, 1 63 
LTD (wb 1 1 9.0) 

64 sdn 4d 3,596 3, 1 35 22,834 
66 htp sdn 3 ,642 3,206 61 ,755 

62 htp epe 3,626 3,362 46,036 Station Wagon (wb 1 1 9.0) 64 sdn 4d 3,795 3,298 1 2,491 
66 htp sdn 3,676 3,363 51 ,978 70 Ranch 4d, 6P 3,925 3,000 1 8 ,237 
Station Wagon (wb 1 1 9.0) 

7 1  Ranch 500 4d, 6P 3,935 3,063 1 8, 1 81 
72 Ranch 500 4d, 9P 3,981 3, 1 76 1 3,421 

70 Ranch 4d, 6P 3,930 2,836 23,932 73 Country Sedan 4d , 6P 3,944 3, 1 84 39,335 
7 1  Country Sedan 4d, 6P 3,943 2,935 50,8 1 8  74 Country Sedan 4d, 9P 4,00 1  3,295 29,374 
72 Country Sedan 4d, 9P 4,023 3,061 34,377 75 Country Squire 4d, 6P 4,0 1 3  3,539 33,994 
73 Country Squire 4d, 6P 3,990 3,234 25,600 76 Country Squire 4d , 9P 4,059 3,6 1 9  57,776 
74 Country Squire 4d, 9P 4,030 3,359 44,024 1 968 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
1 967 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity L6, 1 70 .0 3 .50 x 2 .94 1 00 S-base Falcon cpes, sdns 
L6, 1 70.0 3.50 x 2.94 1 05 S-Faleon exc Futura, wagons L6, 200.0 3.68 x 3. 1 3  1 1 5 S-Fair, Tor , Flcn Fut wgn ; O-Flen 
L6, 200.0 3.68 x 3. 1 3  1 20 S-Flcn Futura/wgns, Fair exc GTs L6, 240.0 4.00 x 3 . 1 8  1 50 S-all exc Futura, Tor GT, LTD 
L6, 240.0 4.00 x 3. 1 8  1 50 S-all exc Falcon, Fairlane V8, 289 .0 4 .00 x 2 .87 1 95 O-Falcon 
V8, 289.0 4 .00 x 2.87 200 S-Fair GT, 500XL, LTD; O-others V8, 302.0  4 .00 x 3.00 2 1 0  S-LTD, Tor GT; O-all exc Flen 
V8, 289.0 4.00 x 2.87 225 O-Faleon V8, 302 .0 4 .00 x 3.00 230 O-Faleon, Fairlane , Torino 
V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3.78 270 O-Fairlane V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3.78 265 O-all exc Falcon 
V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3.78 31 5 O-Cus, Gal, LTD, Station Wgn V8, 390 .0 4 .05 x 3 .78 3 1 5  O-all exc Falcon, Fairlane 
V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3.78 320 O-Fairlane V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3.78 335 O-Fairlane 
V8, 427.0 4 .23 x 3 .78 4 1 0/425 O-all exc Falcon V8, 427.0 4 .23 x 3.78 390 O-Fairlane/Torino htps 
V8, 428.0 4. 1 3 x 3 .98 345 O-all exc Falcon, Fairlane V8, 428 .0 4. 1 3 x 3.98 340 O-all exe Falcon, Fairlane 

1 968 1 969 
Falcon (wb 1 1 0.9;  wgn- 1 1 3.0) Wght Price Prod Falcon (wb 1 1 0.9; wgn-1 1 3 .0) Wght Price Prod 

1 0  sdn 2d 2,680 2,252 29, 1 66 1 0  sdn 2d 2,700 2,283 29,262 
1 1  sdn 4d 2,7 1 4 2,301 36,443 1 1  sdn 4d 2,735 2,333 22 ,71 9 
1 2  wg;l 4d 3, 1 23 2,61 7 1 5,576 1 2  wgn 4d 3, 1 00 2,660 1 1 ,568 
Falcon Futura (wb 1 1 0.9; wgn-1 1 3.0) Falcon Futura (wb 1 1 0.9; wgn-1 1 3.0) 

20 sdn 2d 2,685 2,4 1 5  1 0,633 20 sdn 2d 2,7 1 5  2,461 6,482 
2 1  sdn 4d 2,7 1 9  2 ,456 1 8,733 2 1  sdn 4d 2,748 2,498 1 1 ,850 
22 spt cpe 2,7 1 3  2 ,541 1 0,077 22 spt cpe 2,738 2,598 5,931 
23 wgn 4d 3, 1 23 2 ,728 1 0,761 23 wgn 4d 3, 1 20 2 ,771 7,203 
Fairlane (wb 1 1 6.0; wgn-1 1 3.0) Fai rlane (wb 1 1 6.0; wgn-1 1 3.0) 

30 htp cpe 3,028 2,456 44 ,683 30 htp cpe 3,079 2,499 85,630 
3 1  sdn 4d 2,986 2,464 1 8, 1 46 3 1  sdn 4d 3,065 2 ,488 27,296 
32 wgn 4d 3,333 2,770 1 4,800 32 wgn 4d 3,441 2 ,841 1 0,882 
33 500 htp cpe 3,066 2,591 33,282 33 500 htp cpe 3,090 2,626 28, 1 79 
34 500 sdn 4d 3,024 2,543 42,930 34 500 sdn 4d 3,082 2,568 40,888 
35 500 fstbk htp cpe 3,080 2,566 32,452 35 500 fstbk htp cpe 3, 1 37 2,60 1  29,849 
36 500 conv cpe 3,226 2,822 3,761 36 500 conv cpe 3,278 2 ,851 2,264 
37 500 wgn 4d 3,377 2,880 1 0, 1 90 37 500 wgn 4d 3,469 2,951 1 2,869 
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Torino (wb 1 1 6.0;  wgn-1 1 3.0) 

38 Squire wgn 4d 
40 htp cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
42 GT fstbk htp cpe 
43 GT cony cpe 
44 GT htp cpe 
Custom (wb 1 2 1 .0) 

50 sdn 2d 
5 1  s d n  4d 
52 500 sdn 2d 
53 500 sdn 4d 
70 Ranch wgn 4d 
7 1  500 wgn 4d, 6P 
72 500 wgn 4d, 9P 
Galaxie 500 (wb 1 21 .0) 

54 sdn 4d 
55 fstbk h tp  cpe 
56 htp sdn 
57 cony cpe 
58 htp cpe 
73 Country Sedan wgn 4d, 6P 
74 Country Sedan wgn 4d, 9P 
XL (wb 1 2 1 .0) 

60 fstbk htp cpe 
6 1  conv cpe 
LTD (wb 1 1 9.0) 

62 htp cpe 
64 sdn 4d 
66 htp sdn 
75 Country Squire wgn 4d, 6P 
76 Country Squire wgn 4d, 9P 
1 969 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 1 70 .0  3 .50 x 2 .94 1 00 
L6, 200.0 3 .68 x 3. 1 3  1 1 5  
L6, 240.0 4 .00 x 3 . 1 8  1 50 
L6, 250.0 3 .68 x 3 .91  1 55 
V8, 302 .0  4 .00 x 3 .00 220 
V8, 351 .0 4 .00 x 3 .50 250 
V8, 351 .0  3 .00 x 3 .50 290 
V8, 390.0  4.05 x 3.78 265 
V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3.78 320 
V8, 428.0 4 . 1 3 x 3.98 335" 
V8, 429 .0 4 .36 x 3. 59 320/360 

Wght 

3,503 
3, 1 43 
3, 1 28 
3 ,220 
3,356 
3 , 1 73 

3,605 
3,628 
3, 590 
3,640 
4,089 
4 , 1 02 
4 , 1 52 

3,690 
3, 700 
3 ,725 
3,860 
3,655 
4,087 
4 , 1 1 2  

3,805 
3,955 

3,745 
3,745 
3,840 
4,202 
4,227 

availabil ity 

Price 

3, 1 07 
2 ,754 
2,733 
2,840 
3,090 
2,865 

2,649 
2,691 
2 ,748 
2,790 
3,091 
3, 1 55 
3 ,268 

2,91 4 
2,930 
2,983 
3 , 1 59 
2,982 
3,274 
3 ,390 

3,069 
3,297 

3,251 
3 ,209 
3,278 
3 ,661 
3 ,738 

S-Falcon exc Futura 
S-Futura 

Prod 

1 4,472 
20,789 
1 1 ,971 
61 ,3 19  

2 ,552 
1 7,951 

1 5 ,439 
45,653 

7,585 
45,761 
1 7,489 
1 6,432 
1 1 ,563 

1 04,606 
63,921 
64,031 

6,9 1 0  
71 ,920 
36,387 
27,5 1 7 

54,557 
7,402 

1 1 1 ,565 
63,709 

1 1 3, 1 68 
46,445 
82,790 

S-all exc Flcn, Fair, Tor GT, LTD 
S-Fairlane, Tor exc GT, Cobra 
S-L TO, Tor GT; O-others 
O-Fairlane, Tor exc Cobra 
O-Fairlane, Tor exc Cobra 
O-ful l-size 
O-Fairlane, Tor exc Cobra 
S-Tor Cobra; O-Fairlane 
O-fu ll-size 

"Available in standard and Ram Air versions .  

1 970 
Maverick (wb 1 03.0) 

9 1  sdn 2d 
Falcon (wb 1 1 0.9, wgn-1 1 3.0) 

1 0  sdn 2d 
1 1  sdn 4d 
1 2  wgn 4d 
Falcon Futura (wb 1 1 0.9; wgn-1 1 3.0) 

20 sdn 2d 
2 1  s d n  4d 
23 wgn 4d 
" 1 970W' Falcon (wb 1 1 7.0) 

26 sdn 2d 
27 sdn 4d 
40 wg n 4d 

Wght 

2,41 1 

2 ,708 
2,753 
3, 1 55 

2,727 
2,764 
3 , 1 9 1  

3, 1 00 
3, 1 1- 6 
3,483 

Price 

1 ,995 

2,390 
2 ,438 
2,767 

2,542 
2,579 
2,878 

2,460 
2 ,500 
2,801  

Prod 

578,91 4  

4,373 
5 ,301 
1 ,624 

1 , 1 29 
2,262 
1 ,005 

26,071 
30,443 
1 0,539 

Ford 
--------- --- ---- - - - - - -

Fair lane 500 (wb 1 1 7.0;  wgn-1 1 4 .0) 
-'-----

28 sdn 4d 
29 htp cpe 

Wght 

3, 1 66 
3 , 1 78 
3,558 

Price 

2,627 
2,660 
2,95 7 

Prod 

25,780 
70,6;;6 
1 3,6 13  4 1  wgn 4d -------=------ - - ---

Torino (wb 1 1 7.0 ; wgn-1 1 4.0) 
-----'--------==-----------'--- ---- ---- -- - - --

30 htp cpe 
3 1  sdn 4d 
32 htp sdn 
33 Brougham htp cpe 
34 fstbk htp cpe 
35 GT htp cpe 
36 Brougham htp sdn 
37 GT cony cpe 
38 Cobra fstbk htp cpe 
42 wgn 4d 
43 Brougham wgn 4d 

Custom (wb 1 2 1 ,0) 
- ---- - - -- -- -

3,223 
3,208 
3 ,239 
3,293 
3,261 
3,366 
3 ,309 
3,490 
3,7 14 
3,603 
3,673 

2 ,722 
2,689 
2,795 
3 ,006 
2,899 
3 , 1 05 
3,078 
3 ,2 1 2  
3,270 
3, 1 64 
3,379 

49,826 
30, 1 1 7  
1 4, 3 1 2  
1 6,91 1 
1 2,490 
56,81 9 
1 4 ,543 

3,939 
7 ,675 

1 0 ,61 3  
1 3, 1 66 

5 1  sdn 4d 3,545 2 ,850 42,849 
52 500 htp cpe 3 ,5 1 0  2,9 1 8  2 ,6'17 

41 ,261 
1 5,086 
1 5 ,304 

53 500 sdn 4d 3 ,585 2 ,872 
70 Ranch wgn 4d 4,079 3,305 
71 500 wgn 4d, 6P 4,049 3,368 
72 500 wgn 4d, 9P 4 , 1 37 3,481 9,943 

------------ ----
Galaxie 500 (wb 1 21 .0) 

------- --- -- -- -- -

54 sdn 4d 
55 fstbk h tp  cpe 
56 htp sdn 
58 htp cpe 
73 Country Sedan wgn 4d, 6P 
74 Country Sedan wgn 4d, 9P 
X L  (wb 1 2 1 .0) 

3,601  3,026 1 01 ,184 
3,6 1 0  3,043 50,825 
3 ,672 3,096 53 ,8 1 7  
3,61 1 3,094 57,059 
4,089 3,488 32,209 
4 , 1 1 2  3 ,600 22,645 

--------

--- --- -- -- _.- --------.--

60 fstbk htp cpe 
6 1  conv cpe 
LTD (wb 1 21 .0) 

62 htp cpe 
62 Brougham htp cpe 
64 sdn 4d 
64 Brougham sdn 
66 htp sdn 
66 Brougham htp sdn 
75 Country Squire wgn 4d,  6P 
76 Country Squire wgn 4d, 9P 
1 970 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 1 70 .0  3.50 x 2.94 1 05 
L6, 200 .0  3 .68 x 3. 1 3  1 20 
L6, 240.0 4 .00 x 3. 1 8  1 50 
L6, 250 .0  3 .68 x 3.91  1 55 

V8, 302 .0  

V8, 351 .0  

V8, 351 .0  
V8, 390.0 
V8, 429.0 
V8, 429.0  
V8, 429.0 
V8, 429.0 

4 .00 x 3.00 

4.00 x 3.50 

4 .00 x 3.50 
4.05 x 3.78 
4.36 x 3 .59 
4.36 x 3.59 
4.36 x 3.59 
4 .36 x 3.59 

220 

250 

300 
265 
320 
360 
370' 
375 

"Available in standard and Ram Air versions. 
1 970V2 Engines 

L6, 250.0 
V8, 302.0 
V8, 351 .0 
V8, 429.0 
V8, 429.0 

bore x stroke 

3.68 x 3.91  
4 .00 x 3.00 
4 .00 x 3.50 
4 .36 x 3.59 
4 .36 x 3.59 

bhp 

1 55 
220 

250/300 
360 
370 

3 ,750 
3,983 

3,293 
3,501 

27,251 
6,348 

3,727 
3 ,855 
3,701 
3,829 
3,771 
4 ,029 
4, 1 39 
4, 1 85 

.-::-3,356 >-- 96 324 3,532 ' 
3,307 r--78 306 3,50� , 
3,385 
3,57�:-- 90,390 
3,832 39,837 
3,909 69,077 

availability 

S-Maverick 
S-Falcon;  O-Maverick 
S-ful l -size exc XL, LTD 
S-Tor exc GT, Brghm, Squire, 
Cobra 
S-Tor GT IBrghm/Squ ire, 
Cobra; O-others 
S-XL, LTD, big wgns ;  O-all exc 
Flcn, Cobra 
O-Torino exc Cobra 
O-all ful l -size 
O-all full-size 
S-Tor Cobra; O-Ford, Torino 
O-Torino exc wgns 
O-Torino, Cobra 

availabil ity 

S-Falcon 
O-Falcon 
O-Falcon 
O-Falcon 
O-Falcon (w/o Ram Air) 
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Ford Mustang Ford Division, Ford Motor Co. 
Dearborn, Michigan 

The g reatest s i n g l e automot ive success of the 
1 960s rai sed Ford vo l u me by we l l  over ha l f  a m i l ­

l i on cars,  and set an al l -t ime record for f i rst-year sales 
of any new mode l .  Between i ts Apr i l  1 964 i n trod uctory 
d ate and Janu ary 1 965 , a total of 680 ,989 M u stangs 
were so ld .  Truck d r ivers d rove throug h  showroom w i n ­
dows star i ng  at them, housewives entered contests to 
w i n  them, and dealers auct ioned them off because 
buyer demand exceeded supply by 1 5  to 1 .  Amer ica 
loved the M ustan g .  

Th i s  remarkab le  accomp l i shment can b e  cred i ted to 

M i d -engi ne Mustang  I experi mental model 

, . 

Mustang I I  show car of 1 963 

1 964% convertible 
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Lee A. l acocca,  the eng i neer turned sa lesman , who 
worked h is  way from an obsure sa les posi t ion  to  v ice­
presi dent and general manager  of Ford D iv i s ion i n  f ive 
years, Later ,  l acocca becarne pres ident of Ford Motor 
Com pany and wou ld go on to become chai rman of the 
board at C h rys ler  Corporat io n .  

l acocca 's  i dea was a new " persona l  car . "  I n  h i s  ear ly 
days as sales manager , people h ad p leaded wi th  the 
f i rm to br i n g  back the two-seat Thu nderb i rd.  l acocca 
d reamed , dood led ,  and scr i bb led down thoug hts in the 
l i tt l e  b l ack  book by wh ich he governed h i s  career .  By 

1 965 2+2 fastback coupe 

1 965 hardtop coupe 

1 966 GT 2+2 fastback coupe 



1 96 1  he  h ad a p l an . H i s  you n g -person 's  car wou l d be 
i n ex pens ive to b u i l d ,  but  peppy and sporty- look i n g .  I t  
wou ld se l l  for l ess than $2500. Projected vo l u me was 
1 00 , 000 u n i ts a year. 

The f i rst M ustan g prototype was a low ,  m i d-en g i n e  f i ­
berg l ass two-seater on a 90- i nch  wheel base, powered 
by a Ford Card i n al (soon to become the German Ford 
Tau n us 1 2M )  two- l i ter  V4 w i th 90 h orsepower.  T h i s  
M u stang I was pretty b u t  i m pract i c al . W h e n  l acocca 
looked at  the people who gathered arou nd i t  at  a show , 
he said : "That 's sure not the car we want to bu i l d ,  be­
cause it can ' t  be a vo l u me c ar .  I t ' s  too far ou t . "  M ore 
prototypes fo l lowed , c u l m i n at i n g  i n  the fou r-seat , con­
vent iona l l y  l ai d  ou t ,  1 08 - i n ch-wheel base prod uct ion 
M u stang of 1 964 1/2. From a market i n g  standpo i n t ,  i t  

1 966 h ardtop coupe 

1 967 GT 2+2 fastback coupe 

-

1 967 converti ble 

Ford Mustang 

cou l d n ' t have been bette r.  
Fo r the 1 965 th rou g h  '68 model years, M u stang c ame 

i n  th ree bas ic  forms :  a hardtop,  a convert i b le ,  and a 
sem i -fast bac k coupe .  Convert i b le  sa les started at the 
1 00 ,000- u n i t an n u a l  leve l but  had d ropped to l ess than 
1 5 ,000 a year by 1 969 . The c r i sp notch back h ardtop w as 
the sa les leader .  The coupe ,  k n own as the " 2 +  2 , "  was 
i n troduced with the rest of the Ford l i n e  i n  autumn 1 964 . 
I t  soon overtook the convert i b le  i n  sa les ,  and averaged 
about  50,000 u n i ts a year throu g h  1 970.  

The standard M u stan g e n g i nes d u r i n g  the  f i rst s i x  
months o f  prod uct ion were t h e  1 70 c u b i c - i n c h  Falcon 
and the 260- c i d  smal l -b loc k  V8. By fal l ,  these h ad been 
rep l aced by Ford ' s  200-c i d  s i x  and the bored-out  289 
V8.  I n  the l ast years of the '60s ,  before g overn ment reg-

1 967 h ardtop coupe 

GT /SC package on 1 968 hardtop coupe 

1 968 GT 2+2 fastback coupe 
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Ford Mustang 

u l at ions put an end to Ford ' s  "Total Pe rformance" pro­
g ram, the company offered i ncreasi n g l y ha i ry en g i ne 
opt ions .  For 1 967 ,  there was a 390 V8 w i th  320 bhp ; for 
1 968, the most powerfu l eng i ne was a 427 of 390 bhp ;  
for 1 969, a 335-bhp 428 was avai l ab le .  The 1 970 Boss 
ser ies i n c l uded a 429 V8 w i th  375 bhp .  

Part of  M u stan g 's appeal l ay i n  i ts  myr iad opt ions ,  
wh ich enabled a customer to personal i ze the car .  Care­
fu l use of the order form cou ld  resu l t  i n  anyt h i n g  from a 
cute economy car to a thu nderi n g l y  fast d rag racer or  a 
decept ively n i m b le sporty car .  Transm i ss ion cho ices 
compr ised autom at i cs,  fou r-speeds,  th ree-speeds,  and 
st i ck-overdr ive u n i ts .  Hand l i n g  pac kages , power steer­
i n g ,  d i sc brakes, a i r  cond i t ion i n g ,  tachometer, and a 
c lock were avai l ab le .  A M u stang cou ld be ordered w i th 
bench seats i n stead of the stand ard buckets, though 
few people d i d  so . Fo r $ 1 70,  the GT pack age offered a 
p leasant asso rtment of good ies ,  i nc l u d i n g  front d i sc 
brakes, a fu l l -g auge i n stru ment pan e l ,  and spec i al 
badges .  A var iety of i n ter iors was avai l ab le, a long w i th  
accent str i pes and spec i a l mo l d i n g s  for the exter ior .  

M u stan g ' s  sh ape was i n sp i red,  the work  of  Joe Oros, 
L .  Dav id  Ash, and G ay le  L. Ha lderman of the Ford D iv i ­
s ion styl i n g  stud io .  The long-hood/short-deck sty le was 
to fasc i n ate many buyers in the '60s and ear ly  ' 70s. For 
the next several years, i t  was the o n l y  form u l a  for what 
soon became known , i n  honor  of l acocca's brai n c h i l d ,  
as the " ponyc ar. " Styl i n g  was s o  good that i t  was 

1 969 Mach I fastback cou pe 

1 969 converti ble 
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h ard ly  c h anged at a l l d u r i n g  the fi rst few years. The '66s 
were most ly  un a l tered ; the '67s h ad a deeper g r i l l e and 
scu l ptured s ide pane ls  that ended in tw i n  s i m u l ated ai r 
scoops ; the '68s h ad a new g ri l i e  w i th  an i n ner  br i g ht 
r i n g  around the M u stang emblem . The 2 + 2  adopted 
fu l l -fastbac k styl i n g  for '67 . On ly in 1 969 was the pac k­
age chan ged more exten s ive ly . The '69 vers ion was 
lower,  longer ,  and w ider  trl an ear l i e r  mode ls ,  w i th  vent­
less side g l ass and an eggcrate g r i l l e .  A " SportsRoof" 
fastback w i th s i m u l ated a i r  scoops and rear deck 
spo i ler jo i ned the l i ne, a long w ith  the s ix or  V8 G rande 
h ardtop coupe pr iced at $2866 to $297 1 , and the M ach I 
fast back at $3 1 39 . The M ach I h ad a 351 V8. 

The 1 970 Boss M ustan g was even more u n i que than 
the '69-f lash i l y pai nted , we l l -suspended ,  and f i tted 
w i th the hottest en g i nes ever .  A com pet i t ion  s h i fter w i th  
H u rst l i n k age  was new.  Up the  pr ice scale was the Boss 
429, powered by Ford ' s  Co bra-Jet NASCAR en g i ne 
w i th  cast-mag nes ium rocker arm covers and sem i ­
hem i spher ical combust ion  c h ambers. 

Avai l ab le  M ac h  I en g i nes fo r 1 970 ranged from a 35 1 
V8 to a 428-c id  fou r-barrel u n i t w i th  R am A i r . M ac h  I 
styl i n g  features i n c l uded a spec i a l g r i l le w i th  dr iv i n g  
l amps, a d u l l -f i n i sh b l ack  center  hood sect ion ,  func­
t iona l  hood scoop, q u i c k-f i l l  g as cap,  and b lac k  honey­
com b rear panel  app l i q ue. The l u x u ry G rande was st i l l  
offered wi th  e i ther s i x  o r  V8 power. Li ke a l l  M u stang s  
that year, i t  i n her i ted the '69 M ac h  I ' s  h i g h-back front 

1 969 G rande hardtop coupe 

1 970 Boss 302 fastback coupe 



buc ket seats .  A l an d au-style b lac k  o r  w h i te v i ny l  roof, 
rac i n g -type m i r rors ,  spec i a l ident i f i cat i o n ,  and b r i g ht 
whee lwe l l  mo ld i n g s  completed the pac k ag e .  

There were st i l l  bas ic  M u stan g s  i n  1 970,  ava i l ab le  
w i th the  stand ard s ix  o r  302 V8 i n  h ardtop ,  convert i b le ,  
and SportsRoof fastback sty les .  L i ke othe r  models ,  they 
featu red n ew front-end  styl i ng and reverted to s i n g le 
head l i g hts.  Recessed ta i l l am ps appeared at the rear.  

Ford M ustang Specificat ions 

1 965 
(wb 1 08.0) 

07 
08 
09 

htp cpe 
cony cpe 
fstbk cpe 

1 965 Engines bore x stroke 

L6, 1 70.0 3 .50 x 2.94 
L6, 2 00.0 3 .68 x 3 . 1 3  
V8, 260.0 3 .80 x 2.87 
V8, 289.0 4 .00 x 2.87 
V8, 289.0 4 .00 x 2.87 

1 966 
(wb 1 08.0) 

01  htp cpe 
02 fstbk cpe 
03 cony cpe 
1 966 Engines bore x stroke 

L6, 200.0 3 .68 x 3 . 1 3  
V8, 289.0 4 .00 x 2 .87 
V8, 289.0 4 .00 x 2.87 

1 967 
(wb 1 08.0) 

0 1  htp cpe 
02 fstbk cpe 
03 cony cpe 
1 967 Engines bore x stroke 

L6, 200.0 3 .68 x 3 . 1 3  
V8, 289.0 4 .00 x 2 .87 
V8, 289 .0 4.00 x 2 .87 
V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3.78 

1 968 
(wb 1 08.0) 

0 1  htp cpe 
02 fstbk cpe 

bhp 

1 0 1  
1 20 
1 64 
200 

225/271 

bhp 

1 20 
200 

225/271 

bhp 

1 20 
200 

225/271 
320 

Wght 

2 ,583 
2,789 
2,633 

Price 

2 ,372 
2 ,6 1 4 
2 ,589 

ava i labi l ity 

Prod 

501 ,965 
1 01 ,945 

77,079 

S-all through 9/24/64 
S-all after 9/25/64 
a-all through 9/25/64 
a-all after 9/25/64 
a-all 

Wght Price Prod 

2,488 2,41 6 499,751 
2,5 1 9 2 ,607 35,698 
2 ,650 2,653 72, 1 1 9  

avai labi l ity 

S-all 
a-all 
a-all 

Wght Price Prod 

2,568 2,461 356,271 
2,605 2,592 71 ,042 
2,738 2,698 44,808 

availabi l ity 

S-all 
a-all 
a-all 
a-all 

Wght Price Prod 

2,635 2,602 249,447 
2,659 2,71 2 42,581 

Ford Mustang 

Convert i b l es became m u c h  scarce r now;  buyer prefer­
ence for a i r con d i t ion i n g  and c losed cou pes had trans­
formed the market ,  kee p i n g  ragtop prod uct ion low .  

I n  l ate 1 970, Ford abandoned most of  i ts Trans-Am , 
U SAC,  NASCAR , and i n ter n at ional compet i t ion  efforts ,  
and a lso beg an to c h ange  the M u stan g ' s  ch aracter .  
After what Ford D iv i s i on had cal l ed the " S i zz l i n '  '70s, " 
l ater M u stangs wou ld  seem re l at ive ly  tame. 

03 cony cpe 
1 968 Engines bore x stroke 

L6, 200.0 3 .68 x 3 . 1 3  
V8, 289.0 4.00 x 2.87 
V8, 302.0 4.00 x 3 .00 
V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3 .78 
V8, 427.0 4.23 x 3 .78 

1 969 
(wb 1 08.0) 

01  htp cpe 
02 fstbk cpe 

bhp . 

1 1 5 
1 95 
230 
335 
390 

Wght Price Prod 

2,745 2,8 1 4  25,376 

avai labi l ity 

S-all 
a-all 
a-al l  
a-al l  
a-al l 

Wght Price Prod 

2,798 2,635 1 28,458 
2,822 

02 Boss 302 fstbk cpe, V8 3 ,21 0 
2 ,63n--61  980 3,588 ' 

03 cony cpe 2,908 2,849 1 4 ,746 
04 Grande htp cpe 2,873 2,866 22 , 1 82 
05 Mach I fstbk cpe 3, 1 75 3 , 1 39 72,458 

1 969 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 200.0 3 .68 x 3 . 1 3  1 1 5 S-all exc Mach I ,  Boss 302 
L6, 250.0 3 .68 x 3 .91  1 55 a-all exc Mach I, Boss 302 
V8, 302 .0 4 .00 x 3 .00 220 a-all exc Mach I ,  Boss 302 
V8, 351 .0 4 .00 x 3 .50 250 S-Mach I; a-others exc Boss 302 
V8, 351 .0 4 .00 x 3 .50 290 a-all 
V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3.78 320 a-all 
V8, 428.0 4 . 1 3 x 3.98 335 a-Mach I (Ram Air avai l )  

1 970 
(wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

0 1  htp cpe 2,822 2,72 1  82,569 
02 fstbk cpe 2,846 
02 Boss 302 fstbk cpe, V8 3,227 

2,77r 45 934 3,720 ' 

03 cony cpe 
04 Grande htp cpe 
05 M ach I cpe 
1 970 Engines bore x stroke 

L6, 200.0 
L6, 250.0 
V8, 302.0 
V8, 351 .0 
V8, 351 .0 
V8, 428.0 
V8, 429.0 

3 .68 x 3. 1 3  
3 .68 x 3. 9 1  
4 .00 x 3.00 
4.00 x 3.50 
4.00 x 3 .50 
4 . 1 3 x 3.98 
4.36 x 3. 59 

2,932 3,025 
2,907 2,926 
3,240 3,271 

bhp availabil ity 

1 1 5  S-all exc Mach I ,  Boss 302 
1 55 a-all exc Mach I, Boss 302 
220 a-all exc Mach I ,  Boss 302 

7,673 
1 3,581 
40,970 

250 S-Mach I ;  a-others exc Boss 302 
300 a-all 
335 a-Mach I (Ram Air avai l )  
375 a-Mach 1 , Boss 

20 1 



Ford Thunderbird Ford D iv is ion,  Ford Motor Co. 
Dearborn, M ic higan 

T he two-seat Th un derbi rd was a spectac u l ar- look­
ing newcomer in 1 955,  and st i l l  turns heads tod ay. 

I n i t i a l l y , it was Ford 's  an swer to the Chevro let Corvette. 
Styl i n g  came from Ford D iv is ion  des ig ners work i n g  un­
der  Fran k Hershey, and not d i rect l y  from the George 
Wal ker consu ltant team as is often q uoted . A lso ,  i t 's not 
l i ke ly  the project started with d iv is ion  general  man ager 
Lew i s  Crusoe ad m i r i n g  fo rei g n  sports cars at  the 1 951  
Par i s  Automobi l e  Show.  Hershey and others say a two­
seater was al ready i n  the works at Ford Sty l i n g  wel l be­
fore that .  Ear ly  market su rveys had i nd icated a demand 
for a two-seater .  B ut l ater, an even g reater market was 
p i n po i nted for a fou r-seat mode l .  As a resu l t ,  the two­
seaters p l an ned for 1 958 and beyond were d ropped . T­
B i rd was en l arged and beg an stress i n g  l uxury over 
sport i ness. I t  proved an i n tel l i gent move from a sales 
standpo i n t :  the 1 958 and l ater Th underb i rds h an d i l y 
outso ld  the Corvettes, and were a lways we l l  ahead i n  
sales of the 1 955-57 two-seaters. 

The 1 955 Th u nderbi rd was pr iced j u st be l ow $3000 
w i thout opt ions .  U n l i k e  the f i rst Corvettes, m an u al and 
st ick-overdr ive t ransm i ss ions were avai lab le  as we l l  as 

1 955 two-seat convert ib le  with hardtop ( pre-production ) 

1955 two-seat convert i b le  ( pre -product ion)  
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automat ic .  Powe r came from the 292-c id  "Y-b loc k "  V8,  
and a detachab le  hardtop was offered as an opt ion .  For 
1 956 , eng i n e  output was 202 bh p .  Due to comp la i nts 
about l i m i ted tru n k  space, Ford p l aced the spare t i re 
outs ide ,  "cont inenta l " sty le ,  for the ' 56 ed i t ion . A popu­
l ar no-cost opt ion  on ' 56- ' 57 hardtops was the famous 
T- B i rd portho les ,  der ived f rom vi ntage coachwork by 
Ford sty l i st B i l l  Boyer. Portho le  hardtops outsold non­
portho le  vers ions heav i ly i n  1 956 , and v i rt ua l l y  al l ' 57 
Thu nderb i rds h ad them. 

Fo r 1 957,  the two- seater got what wou l d  be the on ly  
major  restyle for i ts th ree-year des i g n  cyc le .  Modest 
tai l f i ns  were added , trai l i n g  back from m i dway on the 
body, and the front end featu red a combi n at ion  
bumper/g r i l l e .  Thoug h  bas ic  st i c ksh i ft mode ls  st i l l  
came wi th the 292 V8 , other vers ions  h ad l arger en­
g i nes-al i the way to a su perch arged 3 1 2-c id  u n i t  w i th 
300 bhp .  With a base pr ice st i l l  u nder $3500 , the '57 T­
B i rd was an att ract ive buy .  Because i t  rem ai ned i n  pro­
d uct ion throu g h  the end of the year, more '57s were 
b u i l t  than e i ther of the f i rst two mode ls .  

The fou r-seater fo l l owed i n  1 958. I t  was a dramat ic  

1956 two-seat convert ib le  with hardtop 

1 956 two-seat converti ble 



1957 two-seat convert ible  with hardtop 

des i g n  w i th  u n i body construct ion ,  a l l -co i l  suspens ion ,  
and  rak ish  lowness .  C r i sp new styl i ng popu l ar i zed the 
squ are-cut  " forma l "  h ardto p roof l i ne .  The 1 1 3- i nch  
wheel base was compact,  yet prov i ded amp le  i nter ior  
room fo r fou r . Both h ardtop and convert i b l e  models 
were offered , thou g h  a ru mored retractab le  h ardtop 
model l i ke the Ford Sky l i ner  was c an ce led in the des i g n  
stage .  

With two mod e l s  a n d  room for fou r , t h e  ' 58 T h u n der­
b i rd was a so l i d  success.  A l most tw ice as m any  
fou n d  buyers as  any  of the p rev ious  two-seaters. The 

1958 hardtop coupe 

1959 convertible 

Ford Thunderbird 

1957 two-seat convert ib le  

'59s c h an g ed o n l y  in detai I :  a hor izonta l  i nstead of  
honeycomb pattern for  g r i l l e ,  a i r  scoop, and tai l l i g ht 
pane ls ;  project i le - l i ke  door mold i n g s ;  reworked Thun­
derb i rd sc r ip t ;  a b i rd emblem for the h ardtop 's  rear roof 
p i l la r  i n stead of the ' 58 ' s  rou n d  e m blem . Ow ing  to pro­
d uct ion  over a fu l l  model  year ,  the '59 bested the '58 i n  
sa les .  

The 1 960 vers ion  was the l ast " sq u areb i rd" in  the 
th ree-year styl i n g  cyc le .  I t  w as su bstant i  al l y  the same 
as i ts predecessor, but  h ad a new g r i l l e  w i th  a main hor­
i zonta l  bar b i sect i n g  th ree vert i ca l  b'ars ahead of a g r i d  

1960 hardtop coupe 

- -

1 960 hardtop coupe 
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Ford Thunderbird 

1 961 hardtop coupe 

1 962 con"erti ble 

1 963 Sports R oadster 

1 964 Landau hardtop coupe 

1 965 convertible 
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i nsert ,  new t r ip le  ta i l l i g ht c l usters, and smal l t r im  
chan ges. A 352-c i d  V8 was standard . The L inco ln  Con­
t i nental  430 V8 was opt iona l . H ardtops outso ld  convert­
i b les by near ly an e ight to one rat i o ,  i nd i c at i n g  T- B i rd 
customers wanted l u x u ry f i rst and sport i ness second .  

The 1 961  mode l  was ent i re ly  new,  thou g h  a 1 1 3- i n ch 
whee lbase was retai ned .  Th i s  styl i n g and eng i neer i n g  
would be cont i n ued th roug h  the 1 963 model  year. The 
bu l let-sh aped 61  s had severely poi nted front prof i les ,  
modest ta i l f i ns ,  and the trad i t iona l  Ford c i rc u l ar tai l ­
l i g hts. On ly  one eng ine was now offered : the 390 V8 
(c reated by st rok ing  the o ld 352 a qu arter- inch) . I n  
1 962, the 390 was offered with a powerpack opt ion .  
With m i nor  horsepower al terat ions ,  these two wou l d  be 
the bas ic  Th underb i rd powerpl ants throu g h  1 968 , to be 
accompan ied by b ig-b lock  opt ions i n  1 966-68 . 

Thu nderb i rd eng i neer ing i n  the ear ly and midd le  '60s 
was conse rvative but sou nd .  Ford had considered f ront­
wheel-d r ive for 1 961 , but fe l t  it was too u northodox for 
t h i s  market .  I n stead , en g i neers stressed q u al i ty contro l ,  
so l i d  construct ion ,  h i g h  r ide stand ards, a n d  m i n i m u m  
no ise at speed . Extens ive use o f  ru bber bush i n g s  for 
the i ndependent front suspens ion and leaf-spr i ng  rear 
su spen s ion made the 1 961 -63 Thunderb i rds among the 
best-r i d i n g  cars of the day.  

Sty l i n g  for 1 962 and 1 963 was general ly  the same as 
for '61 , but two new models  were added.  These were the 
Sports Roadster and the Landau . 

The Sports Roadster was the on ly  p rod uct ion fou r­
seat car to become a two-seater. (There are many ex­
amples of the oppos i te ,  of cou rse , i nc l u d i ng the 1 958 
Thu nderb i rd . )  The dec i s ion to bu i l d  it was made by Lee 
A. l acocca, Ford D iv is ion  general  m an ager , because 
dealers were bese i ged wi th  requests for another two­
seater .  l acocca conc l uded there was no s i g n i ficant  
market for anyth i n g  l i ke the 1 955-57 Th u n derbi rd , but  a 
sem i -sports model wou ld n 't h u rt .  

The desi g ner  most respons ib le  for the Sports Road­
ster was Bud  Kaufman . He deve loped a f i berg lass ton­
neau cover to h ide the area beh i n d  the front  seat . When 
f i tted , the cover formed tw i n  head rests for the front 
seats .  Kaufman overcame f i tt i n g  problems so the c ar 's  
soft top cou ld  be rai sed and lowered w i th  the cover i n  
p lace.  Kel sey-Hayes w i re whee ls  were f i tted to al l 
Sports Roadsters.  The stock rear fender sk i rts were l eft 
off because they wou l d n ' t  c lear the pseudo knock-off 
h u bcaps. 

L im ited demand made the Sports Roadster rare. The 
prob lem was pr ice .  I t  so ld  for about  $650 more than the 
standard Thunderb i rd convert ib le .  In 1 964 , dealers of­
fered the tonneau cover and w i re whee ls  as accessor­
i es .  These are even scarcer today. 

The Land au was more popu l ar,  because i t  cost o n l y  
$77 more t h a n  t h e  standard h ardtop .  I t  sported a v i ny l ­
cove red roof w i th  a fake l an d au ( " S " )  bar on each rear 
p i l l ar .  Th i s  d i st i n ct ive touch made the Landau a h i t .  By 
1 966, i t  was outsel l i n g  the u n adorned hardtop, and 
com posed the bu l k  of T-B i rd prod uct ion by 1 969. 

The 1 963 model  run a lso i n c l uded 2000 examp les of a 



1966 Landau ha rdtop coupe 

1967 h a rdtop coupe 

1 968 hardtop coupe 

L i m i ted Ed i t ion  Landau ,  i ntrod uced in the spr i n g  of t h at 
year .  I t  was ident i f ied by a spec i a l n u m be red p l aque  on  
the  conso le ,  a l l -wh ite bac k g rou nd i n  the rear roof q u ar­
ter, a l l -wh i te i n ter iors ,  and spi n n er wheel  covers .  

Th underb i rd received complete ly  new sheetmetal  i n  
1 964, a long  w i th  a lot  of bodyside scu l pt u re .  The th i rd­
generat ion  fou r-seater, st i l l  on the o r i g i na l - length  
wheel base, wou l d  be con t i n u ed wi thout  m aj o r  change 
t h ro u g h  1 966. These were years of  i nc reas i n g  emphas is  
on  q u iet ,  refi ned l u x u ry.  Du r i n g  th i s  per i od , convert i b le  
sales dec l i ned not i ceably .  The l ast convert i b les were 
r u n  off for 1 966 , and accounted for o n l y  7 . 5  percent of 
p rod u ct ion .  

Among  featu res i ntroduced on  the '64- '66 c ars were 
a cockp i t-sty le  passenger  compartment and Si lent- F lo 
vent i l at ion  ( 1 964) ;  f ront  d i sc brakes ( 1 965 ) ;  fu l l -w idth 
tai l l i g ht hous i n g s  i n c l u d i n g  b ac k u p  l i gh ts  and sequen­
t ia l  tu rn  s i g na l s ;  and a " Town "  (fo rma l )  roof l i ne for  the 
Lan d au and h ardtop ( 1 966) .  A pop u l ar accessory, 
w h i ch  h ad fi rst appeared i n  1 96 1 , was the  " Sw i n g ­
Away" steer i n g  whee l .  I t  sh i fted about 1 0 i nches i n -

Ford Thunderbird 

1968 Landau fou r-door sedan 

1969 Landau fou r-door sedan 

1969 Landau ha rdtop coupe 

board so the  d r iver c o u l d  be seated more easi ly .  
T h roug hout  the '60s , the pros and cons of offer i n g  a 

T h u n derb i rd sed an were stead i ly debated by Ford off i ­
c i als .  By 1 965,  l acocca was sat i sf ied that the sport i n g  
i m ag e  was be i n g  hand led by other Ford s :  h e  h ad 
l au n ched the M u stan g ,  and had an attract ive array of 
Falcons and Fai r l anes .  M arket su rveys i nd i c ated t h at 
T h u n derb i rd ,  now f i rm ly  entrenched as a persona l - l ux­
u ry car ,  no longer  needed an i m ag e  of sport i n ess.  Ac­
cord i n g ly ,  the car  was complete ly  resty led for 1 967 .  I n  
p l ace of the convert i b le  came a fou r-door .Landau o n  a 
1 1 7  - i n c h  wheel base. The h ardtop and two-door  Lan d au 
were cont i n ued on  a two- inch  shorter wheel base . The 
fron t  featu red a deep ly  recessed honeyco m b  g r i l l e w i th  
concealed head lamps .  The front  bu m per  was wrapped 
u nderneath .  On  two-door mode ls ,  rear q u arter w i ndows 
retracted hor izonta l l y i nto the roof p i  I I  ars . 

T h i s  ser ies was con t i n ued th rou g h  1 970,  despite the 
fact that the p l a i n  hardtop was a s low se l l e r, as were 
other models  i n  the l i ne .  Sales moved s low l y  but  con­
s i stent ly  downward in  the l ast th ree years of the de-
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Ford Thunderbird 

1 970 Landau four-door sedan 

cade.  The fou r-door Landau was not very practical ; its 
rear doors seemed to detract from the form al roofl i ne .  It 
d ropped in sal es from a lmost 25,000 cars in 1 967 to 
s l i ght ly more than 8400 for 1 970. 

Styl ing changes to d i st i n g u i sh the 1 968 and 1 969 
Th u nderbi rds were m i nor .  For 1 968, an eggcrate g r i l l e 
pattern repl aced the '67 honeycomb,  and bodys i l l  mold­
i n gs were n arrowed . For 1 969, the g r i l l e texture was 
changed to hor izontal  louvers with th ree vert ical  d iv id­
ers, and d iv ided ta i l l am ps rep laced the fu l l -w idth c l us­
ter .  The Landau coupe's rear qu arter w i ndows were 
e l i m i nated . The ' 70 was restyled on the same wheel-

Ford Th underbird 
Specificat ions 

1 955 
(wb 1 02.0) 

40A conv 2S 
1 955 Engines bore x stroke 

V8, 292 .0  3.75 x 3.30 
V8, 292 .0 3.75 x 3 .30 

1 956 
(wb 1 02.0) 

40A conv 2S 
1 956 Engines bore x stroke 

V8, 292 .0 3 .75x 3.30 
V8, 3 1 2.0 3.80 x 3.44 
V8, 3 1 2 .0 3.80 x 3.44 

206 

bhp 

1 93 
1 98 

bhp 

202 
2 1 5  
225 

Wght Price 

2,980 2,944 
availabi l ity 

S-stickshift 
S-automatic 

Wght Price 

3,038 3, 1 5 1 
avai labi l ity 

S-3-speed trans 
S-overdrive 
S-automatic 

Prod 

1 6, 1 55 

Prod 

1 5,631 

1 970 hardtop coupe 

base ; it received a longer  hood and a more prom i nent ,  
snout- l i k e  gr i l l e .  Windsh ie ld  w ipers and rad io  ante n n a  
were concealed, and two-door mode ls  had a " faster" 
roofl i ne.  

Although  Thu nderbi rd h ad no performance i mage to 
u phold by now, the Ford s logan was "Total Perfor­
mance . "  B i g-b lock V8s were offered , but they d id  not 
se l l  wel l .  The 1 966-67 opt ion was Ford ' s  428. For 
1 968-70 , the 429 became standard. The 390 en g i ne,  
wh ich h ad powered Th underbirds for e ight years, was 
no longer  offered altho ugh  it was used i n  some Fai r­
l anes, Tori nos, M u stangs,  and fu l l -s ize Fords. 

1 957 
(wb 1 02.0) 

40 conv 2S 
1 957 Engines bore x stroke 

V8, 292.0 3 .75 x 3.30 
V8, 3 1 2 .0 3.80 x 3. 44 
V8, 3 1 2 .0 3.80 x 3 .44 
V8, 3 1 2 .0 3 .80x 3 .44 

1 958 
(wb 1 1 3.0) 

63A htp cpe 
76A conv cpe 
1 958 Engines bore x stroke 

V8, 352 .0 4.00 x 3 .50 
V8, 430.0 4.30 x 3 .70 

1 959 
(wb 1 1 3.0) 

63A htp cpe 
76A conv cpe 

bhp 

2 1 2  
245 

270/285 
300 

bhp 

300 
350 

Wght Price 

3 , 1 45 3,408 
avai labil ity 

S-3-speed trans 
S-overdrive, automatic 
a-al l (3-speed briefly) 

Prod 

21 ,380 

a-auto; few od/3sp (superchgd) 

Wght Price Prod 

3,876 3,631  35,758 
3,944 3,929 2, 1 34 
avai labi l ity 

S-all 
a-prod questionable 

Wght Price Prod 

3,8 1 3  3,696 57, 1 95 
3,903 3,979 1 0,261 



I 

1 959 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 352. 0  4 .00 x 3 .50 300 
V8, 430.0  4 .30 x 3.70 350 

1 960 
(wb 1 1 3.0) 

63A htp cpe 
63B htp cpe, gold top 
76A cony cpe 
1 960 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 352.0 4 .00 x 3 . 50 300 
V8, 430.0 4 .30 x 3 .70 350 
' Est imated . 

1 96 1  
(wb 1 1 3 .0) 

63A htp cpe 
76A cony cpe 
1 961  Engine bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3.78 300 

1 962 
(wb 1 1 3 .0) 

63A htp cpe 
63B Landau htp cpe 
76A conv cpe 
76B Sports Roadster cony cpe 

avai labi l ity 

S-all 
O-all 

Wght Price Prod 

3,799 3,755 78,447 
3,799 3,900' 2,536 
3,897 4,222 1 1 ,860 
availabi l ity 

S-all 
O-all 

Wght Price Prod 

3,958 4, 1 72 62 ,535 
4 , 1 30 4,639 1 0 ,51 6 
avai labi l ity 

S-all 

Wght Price Prod 

4, 1 32 
4, 1 44 

4,32 1}-69 554' 4,398 ' 
4,370 4,788 7,030' 
4,471 5 ,439 1 ,427' 

·Some sources l ist total of 68, 1 27 hardtops/Landaus and 9,884 convert ibles. 
1 962 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 390.0  4.05 x 3 .78 300 S-all 
V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3.78 340 O-all . 

1 963 
Series 80 (wb 1 1 3 .0) Wght Pr ice Prod 

63A htp cpe 4, 1 95 4,445 42,806' 
63B Landau htp cpe 4 ,203 4,548 1 4 , 1 39' 
76A cony cpe 4,322 4 ,9 1 2 5,91 3' 
76B Sports Roadster cony cpe 4,396 5 ,563 455' 
'Some sources l ist total of 59,000 hardtops/Landaus and 5 ,457 convertibles. 
Model 63B i ncludes 2 ,000 Limited Edition Landaus with special tri m ;  model 
76B i ncludes 37 units with 340-bhp engine. 
1 963 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3 .78 300 S-all 
V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3.78 340 O-all 

1 964 
Series 80 (wb 1 1 3 .2) Wght Price Prod 

83 htp cpe 4,431 4 ,486 60,552 
85  conv cpe 4,586 4,953 9, 1 98 
87 Landau htp cpe 4,44 1 4,589 22,7 1 5 
1 964 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

V8, 390.0 4.05 3 .78 300 S-all 

Ford Thunderbird 

1 965 
Series 80 (wb 1 1 3.2) Wght Price Prod 

83 htp cpe 4 ,470 4 ,486 42,652 
85 conv cpe 4,588 4,953 6,846 
87 Landau htp cpe 4,478 4,589 20,974 
87 L imited Ed Special  Landau 4,500 4,639 4,500 
1 965 Engine bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

V8, 390.0  4 .00 x 3.78 300 S-all 

1 966 
Series 80 (wb 1 1 3.2) Wght Price Prod 

8 1  Town Hardtop cpe 4,359 4,483 1 5,633 
83 htp cpe 4,386 4,426 1 3,389 
85 cony cpe 4,496 4,879 5,049 
87 Landau htp cpe 4,367 4,584 35, 1 05 
1 966 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

V8, 390 .0  4 .00 x 3 . 78 3 1 5  S-all 
V8, 428.0 4 . 1 3 x 3.98 345 O-all 

1 967 
Series 80 (wb 1 1 4.7 ;  4d-1 1 7.2) Wght Price Prod 

8 1  htp cpe 4,248 4,603 1 5,567 
82 Landau htp cpe 4,256 4,704 37,422 
84 Landau sdn 4d 4,348 4,825 24,967 
1 967 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 390.0 4 .00 x 3 .78 3 1 5 S-al l  
V8, 428 .0  4 . 1 3 x 3 .98 345 O-all 

1 968 
Series 80 (wb 1 1 4.7;  4d-1 1 7.2) Wght Price Prod 

83 htp cpe 4,366 4,7 1 6  9 ,977 
84 Landau htp cpe 4 ,372 4,845 33,029 
87 Landau sdn 4d 4,458 4,924 2 1 ,925 
1 968 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3.78 3 1 5 S-al l 
V8, 429 .0 4 .36 x 3 .59 360 O-all 

1 969 
Series 80 (wb 1 1 4.7;  4d-1 1 7.2) Wght Price Prod 

83 htp cpe 4,348 4,824 5,9 1 3  
84 Landau htp cpe 4,360 4,964 27,664 
87 Landau sdn 4d 4,460 5,043 1 5,695 
1 969 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 429.0 4 .36 x 3.59 360 S-all 

1 970 
Series 80 (wb 1 1 4.7;  4d-1 1 7.2) Wght Price Prod 

83 htp cpe 4,354 4,961 5 , 1 1 6  
84 Landau htp cpe 4,630 5 , 1 04 36,847 
87 Landau sdn 4d 4 ,464 5, 1 82 8,401 
1 970 Engine bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

V8, 429.0 4 .36 x 3 .59 360 S-all 
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Frazer Graham-Paige Motors/Kaiser-Frazer Corp. 
Wi l low R un, Michigan 

Joseph Wash i n gton Frazer, a descendant  of the 
V i rg i n i a  Wash i n gtons,  was a h i g h-born ari stocrat 

who loved motorc ars . Sh u n n i ng the h i g h  soc i ety i n  
wh ich h e  wou ld have b lended n i ce ly ,  h e  en ro l l ed i n  a 
techn ic al co l lege ,  and learned salesm ansh i p  wi th 
Packard ,  P ierce-Arrow , and General Motors . He was 
one of many ta lented men who he lped Walter Percy 
Chrysler bu i l d  a g reat corporat ion in the 1 920s . He even 
n amed the P lymouth i n  1 928 . Du r i ng  the '30s, Frazer 
breathed new l i fe i nto W i l l ys-Over l and .  In the '40s, he 
and h i s  assoc i ates acq u i red o ld - l i ne  G rah am-Pai ge 
Motors with the idea of prod u c i n g  a postwar car .  The 
Frazer was the resu l t .  

Early i n  1 945, Frazer was loo k i n g  for a moneyed part­
ner .  Fr iends i n troduced h i m  to Henry J .  Kaiser,  the West 
Coast sand-and-g ravel tycoon and wart ime bu i lder of 
Li berty sh ips .  Kai ser- Frazer Corporat ion was founded 
i n  J u ly 1 945.  

I n i t i al l y ,  Frazers were to be prod uced by G raham-

1 947 Standard fou r-door sedan 

Paige and Kai sers by Kaiser- Frazer under a j o i nt ten­
ancy ag reemen t at Wi l l ow R u n ,  the h u ge factory 1 7  
m i les outs ide Detro i t  that once had prod uced bombers. 
In early 1 947 ,  however,  Gr�h am-Pai ge was u n able to 
sustai n p lant  i nvestment and so ld i ts automot ive i nter­
ests to Kai ser-Frazer. J .  W. Frazer was company pres i ­
dent  from 1 945 to ear ly  1 949 ; Hen ry J .  Kai ser was cha i r­
man of the board . 

Du r i ng  the c los ing  years of the war,  Frazer h ad asked 
i nventor W i l l i am Stout and custom-car des ig ner How­
ard Darr i n  to come up  w i th ideas for the new postwar 
mode l .  Stout 's  creat ion ,  cal led Project-Y ,  was der ived 
from h i s  novel rear-e n g i ned Scarab. It was too u northo­
dox and comp l i cated for G-P to b u i l d .  Darr i n ,  however, 
des ig ned a smooth- l ook i n g  sed an body w i th f low­
through  fenders ,  a h i g h  and b l u n t hood , an d acres of 
space i n s ide .  Al thou g h  the end resu l t  was not a l l  Dar­
r i n ' s work ,  it led d i rect ly  to the prod u ct ion Frazer .  

B u i l t i n i t i a l l y  as a fou r-door sedan on ly ,  the Frazer of-

1 948 Manhattan fou r-door sedan 

Joseph W. F razer ( left ) and Henry J .  Ka i ser ( r ight) with the ir  cars in 1946 

208 



fered tremendous i n ter ior  space .  At 64 i n ches , i ts front  
seat was one of the w idest in  the i n d u stry .  Wel l over 80 
percent of i ts tota l  w i dth was avai l ab le  for  passenger  
room .  Frazer ' s  s i x-cy l i nder  powerp l an t  was der ived 
from the Cont i nenta l  ! I Red Sea l "  i n d ustr i a l  en g i ne ,  i n ­
corporat i n g  i m p rovements for i ts automotive app l i ca­
t ion . M ost of the en g i nes were b u i l t by Kai ser- Frazer ;  a 
few were assemb led by Cont i nenta l . Frazer h ad no  
auto m at i c  t ransm i ss ion  un t i l  1 95 1 . U p  to  then , a 
th ree-speed m an u al tran sm i ss ion was offered , w i th  
Borg-Warner overd r ive an  $80 opt ion . The box-sect ion  
c h ass i s  w as eq u i pped w i t h  a c o nv e n t i o n a l  s u s­
pen s i on-co i l s  and w i s h bo n es i n  front ,  a beam ax le 
and sem i -e l l i pt ic leaf spr i n g s  at  the rear.  

Product ion  beg an in J u n e  1 946,  with a rat io  of one  
Frazer to  every two Ka isers .  The base sed an w as jo i ned 
by the e legant ly  upho lstered (and u s u a l l y  two-toned)  
M an h attan , p r i ced about  $400 h i g her .  

I n  a m arket l aden w i th  prewar desi g n s ,  the a l l - new 
Frazer was a refresh i n g  standout .  I t  w as extremely 
c lean , w ith no  s ide  tr i m  to speak of an d on ly  a modest 
hor izonta l  g r i l l e .  It demonstrated Darr i n ' s  sty l i n g  i dea l s 

Clay models (or ig i nal  smal l e r )  for 1 947 F razer 

1 949-50 Manhattan convert ible sedan 

1 949-50 Manhattan fou r-door sedan 

Frazer 

1 95 1  Vagabond fou r-door uti l i ty sedan 

i n  its l ac k  of sheetmetal scu l pt u re or decorat ive 
c h rome .  The l o n g  whee l base p rov ided a smooth r ide ,  
and the s ix -cy l i nder  en g i ne de l i vered excel lent  fue l  
economy .  Some peop le  thou g ht these were shortcom­
i n gs ,  h owever ,  and wou ld h ave p referred e i g ht cyl i n ­
ders a n d  more c h rome.  Frazer u l t i m ate ly  offered op­
t i o n al h ood orn aments and more g l i ttery i n ter iors ,  but 
w as not able to prov i d e  an e i g ht-cy l i nder  e n g i n e ,  
tho u g h  several  were cons idered . 

The 1 948 mode l s  were c h an ged o n l y  i n  deta i l ,  such 
as  redes i g ned n amep lates . P r i ces i ncreased . Despite 
the re l at ive ly  ta l l p r ices ,  Frazer cont i n ued to do wel l  i n  
w h at was a se l le r ' s  m arket . A total 48 ,071 c ars were 
so l d  for 1 948 .  

Kai ser- Frazer surpr ised the i nd u st ry w i th i ts  vo l u m e  
d u r i n g  those years. Observers h ad expressed a l ac k  of 
conf i dence in the m an ager i a l com b i n at i on . Henry Ka i ­
ser  w as a sh i pbu i lder ,  they sai d ,  and d i d n ' t k now an au­
tom o b i l e  from a motorboat.  And Frazer h ad never b u i l t 
c ars before ; he 'd  o n l y  so ld  them . Yet, desp i te postwar 
m ate r i a l shortages ,  K-F su cceeded . I t  formed a c rac k 
team of exped i tors who foraged the cou ntry fo r ·every­
th i n g  from sheetmetal stee l  to copper w i re .  They 
u s u a l l y  g ot w h at they w anted-at a pr ice .  Thus ,  Kaiser­
Frazer h ad the h i g hest output  of any i ndependent i n  
1 947-48 , and a vo l u me suff i c ien t  for n i n th  p l ace i n  the  
i n d u st ry p rodu ct ion  race .  

The s i tuat ion  c h an ged i n  1 949 . Joseph Frazer rea l ­
i zed th i s  wou l d  be a face l i ft year  for the company ,  and 
that i ts  c ars wou l d  be opposed by a l l -new desi g n s  from 
the B i g  Th ree and N ash . He recommended cutt i n g  bac k 
on  p rod u ct i on , but  Henry Ka iser  w anted even more out­
put .  The two were at log gerheads ,  so Frazer stepped 
down as pres ident ,  tak i n g  the mean i n g less posi t ion  of 
board v i ce-c h ai rm an .  Ka iser 's  son Edgar  assu med the 
presidency ,  too led up for  200,000 c ars-and so ld  on ly  
58,000 . The f i rm ' s  down h i l l  s l i de  had beg u n .  

The face l i fted 1 949 Frazers were wel l - b u i l t ,  good­
look i n g  cars .  They adopted an egg-crate g r i l l e  w i th  
pro m i nent  rectan g u l ar park i n g  l amps and l arge ,  vert i ­
c a l ,  two- lens  ta i l l amps .  A nove l fou r-door convert i b l e  
was added t o  the  M an h attan ser ies .  I t  w as a m akesh i ft 
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Frazer 

1951  Manhattan ha rdtop sedan 

job  at best . Eng i neers John  Wi dman and Ra lph I s­
brandt ,  d i rected to do or d i e ,  sheared the top off a se­
dan .  put  l i t t le g l ass panes where the door p i l l ars were, 
and purch ased beefed-up X-member frames for an i nor­
d i n ate pr ice .  Pr iced at over $3000 , they s i mp ly  weren ' t  
sal ab le i n  l arge q u ant i t i es .  

Frazer 's  1 949 sales were general ly d i sappoi nt i n g .  
About 5000 leftovers were reseri aled for the br ief 1 950 
model ru n ,  w h i c h  en ded i n  the spr i ng of that year. 

Model ye ar 1 95 1  was c lean u p  t ime for Frazer .  At that 
po i n t ,  Ka iser h ad a bran d-new body, but the Frazer was 
mere ly  a restyled 1 949-50 Kai ser. The restyl i n g  made 
the Frazers look rad i cal ly  d i fferent ,  however ,  and 
50,000 orders were p l aced . Yet far fewer than that were 
del ivered , and the marque came to an end as soon as 

Frazer Specificat ions 

1 947 
Price Prod Standard (wb 1 23.5) �----------------�----------------Wght 

F47 sdn 4d 
Manhattan (wb 1 23.5) 

F47C sdn 4d 
1 947 Engines bore x stroke 

L6, 226.2 3.31 x 4.38 
L6, 226 .2 3.31 Lt.38 

1 948 
F485 Standard (wb 1 23.5) 

4851 sdn 4d 
F486 Manhattan (wb 1 23.5) 

486 1 sdn 4d 

3,340 2,295 36, 1 20 

3,375 2 ,712  32,655 
bhp availabil ity 

1 00 S-all 
1 1 2 O-Manhattan 

Wght Price Prod 

3,340 2,483 ' 29,480 

3,375 2,746 1 8,591 
1 948 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

- - ---------------------'----------'----------

L6, 226 .2 3.31 x 4.38 1 00 S-all 
L6, 226.2 3.31 x 4.38 1 1 2 O-Manhattan 

2 1 0  

Proposed 1 952 Manhattan based o n  '5 1  Kaise r  

al l the o ld  Kai ser  bod ies were used up .  
For the abbrev i ated 1 95 1  model  year, the Frazer too k 

on a new look .  Leftover Kai ser u t i l i ty sed an s ,  w i th rear 
hatches and fo l d i n g  rear seat,  were converted i nto Fra­
zer Vag abonds ;  former Kai ser V i rg i n i an fou r-door h ard­
tops became M an h attan sed ans ;  p i l l ared sedans were 
ass ig ned to the stand ard Frazer ser ies ,  but were 
t r immed s i m i l ar ly  to the prev ious  year 's  M an h attan s .  A l ­
together ,  1 0 , 2 1 4  o f  the  ' 5 1  s were so l d .  

Kai ser- Frazer 's  sty l i n g  department  h ad c reated n u m­
erous render i n g s  for future Frazers, based on the new 
1 951 Kaiser  styl i n g .  However ,  w i th Joe Frazer out of the 
corporate p ict u re,  the Ka isers dec ided to d i scont i n u e  
t h e  Frazer and concentrate on  the i r  new smal l car ,  the 
Henry J .  

1 949-50 
F495/505 Standard (wb 1 23.5) Wght Price Prod 

4951 /5051 sdn 4d 3,386 2,395 1 4 ,700-
F496/506 Manhattan (wb 1 23.5) 

4961 /505 1 sdn 4d 3,391 2 ,595 9,950' 
4962/5052 conv sdn 3,726 3,295 70' 
-Est imated : actual total 24,923. Years were combined by factory ; estimated 
breakdown 85% 1 949, 1 5% 1 950 . 
1 949-50 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 226.2 3.31 x 4.38 1 1 2 S-all 
1 951 
F51 5 Standard (wb 1 23.5) Wght 

5 1 5 1  sdn 4d 3,456 
5 1 55 Vagabond uti I sdn 4d 3,556 
F51 6 Manhattan (wb 1 23.5) 

5 1 6 1 htp sdn 3,771 
5 1 62 conv sdn 3,941 
'Estimated from actual total of 9,93 1 . 

Price 

2,359 
2,399 

3,075 
3,075 

1 951  Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 226.2 3 .31 4.38 1 1 5  S-all 

Prod 

6,900' 
3,000-

1 52 
1 3 1  



Graham Graham-Paige Motors Corp .  
Detroit ,  Michigan 

The th ree G rah am brothers-J oseph ,  Robert ,  and 
R ay-pu rch ased the dec l i n i n g  Pai g e  M otor Com­

pany i n  1 927 to  bu i ld the i r own c ar ,  i n  add it ion  to  a l i ne 
of farm eq u i pment .  The c ar was c al led G rah am-Pai ge 
th rou g h  1 930 and s imp ly  G raham afterward , thou g h  
Pa ige  rema i ned part o f  the company  n ame .  Prod u ct ion  
reached near ly  80,000 veh ic l es i n  1 929 . Then  c ame the  
Depress ion and company fortu nes p l u n g ed .  G raham­
Paige lost money in every year of the ' 30s except 1 933.  
I ts  attem pt to rebo u n d  in 1 938, d u bbed " Sp i r i t  of M o­
t ion , "  was too rad i ca l  for the p u b l i c  and w as u nsuc­
cessfu l i n  the m arket .  

Com pany pres i dent Joseph G rah am h ad put  a h alf­
m i l l i o n  do l l ars of h i s  own money i nto the f i rm to keep it  
g o i n g .  He rea l i zed a new model  was needed , and 
q u i c k ly .  In 1 939 he w as approached by Norman De 
Vaux ,  who 'd  once b u i l t  h i s  own c ars and l ater w as gen­
era l  m an ager  of  H u pm o b i l e .  H u pp was in  s i m i l ar ly  d i re 
fi n anc i al st raits i n  ' 39 ,  but  De Vaux had an i dea.  He 'd  
bou g h t  the  too l i n g  for the  d i scont i n ued 1 936-37 Cord 
Bever ly sedan and wanted to bu i l d  a H u pp vers ion  of i t  
w i th rear-wheel  d r ive i n stead of front  d r ive .  G rah am 
sai d he 'd  ag ree to sh are the p roj ect 's  cost by bu i ld i n g  
t h e  bod ies ,  p rovi ded h i s  company cou l d  produce i ts 
own vers ion w i th a G rah am-Pai ge e n g i n e .  The resu l t i ng  
G rah am H o l l ywood h ad i t s  own spec i al " face" to  d ist i n ­
g u ish  i t  from H u pmobi le ' s  c ar ,  c al l ed t h e  Sky lark .  B u t  
g ett i n g  t h e  l i ne  ready for p rodu ct ion  took m any months ,  
and the s lee k  n ew Hol lywood sed ans d i d n ' t ro l l  out  of 
the factory u nt i l M ay 1 940.  

The 1 940 G raham l i ne beg an w i th a s l i g ht ly  face l i fted 
" Sp i r i t  of M ot ion"  i n  two ser ies , Deluxe and C u stom , 
avai l ab le  w i th  o r  wi thout  su perch arger .  The b lower w as 
G rah am ' s  own centr i fu g al type, and was the o n l y  such 
u n i t avai l ab le  on  a pop u l ar ly  pr i ced car .  Th ree body 
sty les were offered : a com b i n at ion  coupe, and sed ans 
wi th  two o r  fou r doors.  The powerp l ant ,  des ig ned by 
Cont i nental , deve l oped 93 horsepower at 3800 rpm i n  

1 938 G raham Standard two-door sedan 

stand ard form ,  or  1 20 bhp  at 4000 rpm w i th su per­
c h arger .  A h i g h  n u mer ica l  axle rat io  of 4 . 27 : 1  g ave ex­
cel l ent  acce l erat ion .  B ut prod u ct ion  was a mere 1 000 
u n i ts .  

The Ho l l ywood w as f i rst b i l led as a convert i b le  and 
sed a n ,  pr i ced at $ 1 380 and $ 1 250. In fact ,  on ly  one or 
two convert ib le  p rototypes were bu i l t .  The sed an u sed 
the s u perc h arged 1 20-bhp s i x  and a 1 1 5- i n c h  whee l ­
base, 1 0  i n ches shorter th an the Cord ' s .  To f i t  the tal l 
Graham en g i ne i n to the Bever ly 's  body, eng i neers h ad 
to offset the carbu retor and a i r  c leaner  that g ave 
c l e arance for the Ho l lywood ' s  low hood l i ne .  The front  
end  featu red a p l easi n g  two-g r i l le com b i n at ion  w i th 
freestand i n g  head l am ps and del i c ately c u rved front  
fenders .  

The b ig p rob lem in u s i n g  the o ld  Cord d ies w as the i r  
complex i ty :  i t  took seven separate p ieces o f  metal to 
make a top,  for example .  Joseph G rah am h ad hoped to 
s imp l i fy such m atters,  but assemb ly  operat ions  were 
h am pered . Perh aps p rod u ct i on  wou l d n ' t  h ave been 
h i g h  in any case , because the p u b l i c  h ad lost conf i ­
dence in  G rah am by 1 940.  The " Sp i r i t  of M ot ion " mod-

1 937 Graham Supercharge r  Ser ies 1 10 two-door sedan 1 940 G raham Supercharger Custom fou r-door sedan 
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Graham 

Rendering for 1940 Hol lywood Custom Super fou r-door sedan 

e ls  so ld  i n  such smal l qu ant it ies that they were d ropped 
from the 1 94 1  l i ne .  After J u l y  1 940, on ly  the Ho l l ywood 
was l i sted . 

For 1 941 , G rah am i ncreased horsepower and sold the 
Ho l lywood for $968 ; the su perch arger cost an add i ­
t ional $97 .  The low pr ices d id n ' t he lp ,  and  i n  November 
the factory c losed for good . 

G raham-Pai ge's departu re from the car busi ness a 
year before U .S .  entry i nto World War I I  proved to be 
benef i c ia l .  The company rece ived $20 m i l l ion worth of 
defense contracts and prospered through the war. Jo-

Graham Specifications 

1 940 
1 07 Supercharger (wb 1 20.0)-
est. 1 ,000 built ( includes Standard) Wght Price Prod 

Deluxe cpe 3,245 1 , 1 60 
Deluxe sdn 2d 3,250 1 , 1 35 
Deluxe sdn 4d 3,250 1 , 1 60 
Custom cpe 3,370 1 ,295 
Custom sdn 2d 3,365 1 ,265 
Custom sdn 4d 3,370 1 ,295 

1 08 Standard (wb 1 20.0) 

Deluxe cpe 3, 1 90 1 ,020 
Deluxe sdn 2d 3, 1 95 995 
Deluxe sdn 4d 3, 1 95 1 ,0 1 5  
Custom cpe 3,31 5 1 , 1 60 
Custom sdn 2d 3,3 1 5  1 , 1 35 
Custom sdn 4d 3,320 1 , 1 60 

Hollywood Custom Super (wb. 1 1 5.0) 

sdn 4d 2,965 1 ,250 

2 1 2  

; 

seph W.  Frazer bought  the f i rm i n  1 944 , and bu i l t the 
Frazer as a G-P product in 1 946-47 at Ka iser 's  Wi l low 
R u n  factory rather than G-P 's  o ld  Detro i t  p l ant .  I n  ear ly 
1 947,  G rah am-Paige sold its automotive i nterests to 
Kai ser- Frazer,  and i n  1 952 q u i t  the farm prod u ct f ie ld  as 
wel l .  The f i rm then became a c losed i nvestment corpo­
rat ion ,  d ropp i n g  the word ' M otors' from i ts t i t le .  Later, 
G rah am-Pai ge operated M ad i son Squ are G arden and 
owned several profess ional New York ath l et ic  teams. 
A l l  these non-automotive endeavors proved far more 
prof i table than c ar mak i ng  h ad ever been . 

conv cpe (prototype) 
1 940 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 2 1 7.8 3.25 x 4 .38 93 
L6, 2 1 7.8 3.25 x 4 .38 1 20 

1 941 
1 09 Custom Hollywood Schgd (wb 1 1 5.0) 

sdn 4d 
1 1 3  Custom Hollywood (wb 1 1 5.0) 

sdn 4d 
1 941  Engines bore x stroke 

L6, 2 1 7.8 3.25 4.38 
L6, 2 1 7 .8 3.25 x 4.38 

bhp 

95 
1 24 

'TotaI 1 940-4 1 Hollywood production 1 ,859. 

Wght Price 

3,075 
avai labi l ity 

S-unsupercharged 
S-supercharged 

Wght Price 

2,965 1 ,065 

2,9 1 5 968 
availabi lity 

S-unsupercharged 
S-supercharged 

Prod 

1 -2 

Prod 



HenryJ Kaiser-Frazer C orp.  
Wi l low Run,  Michigan 

K a iser- Frazer was at the crossroads in  1 949 .  The 
com pany h ad degenerated from heal thy ,  record­

h i g h  prod u ct ion  in 1 948 to j u st a ske leton the fo l lowi n g  
year-from n i n th p l ace i n  the i n d u stry to fou rteenth . 
Henry Kaiser ,  dec i d i n g  to press o n ,  borrowed $44 m i l ­
l ion  from the Reconstruct ion  F i n an ce Corporat ion  to 
ma i nta i n i nventor ies,  and too led u p  for new mode ls .  
Th is  cau sed the  abrupt departu re of cofou nder  Joseph 
W. Frazer.  Ka ise r  prom i sed h i s  len ders that part of the 
loan wou ld  go toward a new sm al l car th at al l  Amer i ­
cans cou ld  afford to buy:  the Henry J .  

Des i g ner  How ard " Dutc h "  Darr in  h ad sugg ested a 
short-wheel base compact rel ated to h i s  beaut i fu l 1 95 1  
Kaiser ,  w h i c h  was  al ready loc ked u p  d u r i n g  Hen ry J 

K- F 1 948 proposa l for Henry J based on ' 5 1  Kaiser  
s;; 

1 951  Standard ( four )  two-door sedan 

1951  De Luxe ( s ix )  two-door sedan 

p lan n i n g .  But M r . Ka ise r  wanted someth i n g  a l l -new. He 
sett led on a prototype bu i l t by Amer ican Metal  Prod­
ucts, a Detroit supp l ier  of frames and spr i ng s  for c ar 
seats .  Darr i n rel u ctant ly t r ied to i m p rove the sty l i ng of 
th i s  u n g ai n ly l i tt le  two-door sed an , app ly i ng  h i s  trade­
m ark " d i p" i n  the be l t l i n e  and l i tt le  tai l f i ns .  

H e n ry J s  were powered by W i l lys L-head fou rs and 
s i xes of 1 34 and 1 6 1 cu b ic  i nches ,  respect ive ly .  I ncred i ­
b le  economy was prom i sed fo r the fou r , w h i le the  s i x ­
cy l i nder  car  tu rned out  to  be a hot rod , g iv i n g  0 to  60 
t i mes of aro u n d  1 4  seconds than ks to i ts l i g ht body .  
Tho u g h  bu i l t  on a 1 00- i nch  whee l base, the H e n ry J 
cou l d  h an d l e  fou r  passen gers and a cons iderab le 
amount  of l u g g ag e .  The bas i c  fou r-cy l i nder  model  cost 

1 952 Corsa i r  D e Luxe ( s ix )  two-door sedan 

1952 Corsa i r  (fou r )  two-door sedan 
- .. 

1952 Vagabond De Luxe ( si x )  two-door sedan 
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Henry J 

1 953 Corsa i r  ( fou r)  two-door sedan 

about $200 less than a Chevrolet . 
K- F began its 1 95 1  model year early,  i n  March 1 950. 

For a wh i le ,  the Henry J was in deman d :  near ly 82,000 of 
the '5 1  s were so l d .  Unfortu n ately ,  that satu rated the 
market and sales were down sharp ly by the end of 1 952.  

The 1 952-54 models rece ived a m i l d  face l i ft-a re­
sty led fu l l -w idth gr i l l e ,  reposi t ioned tai l l i g hts ,  and new 
i nter io rs.  An i nter im mode l ,  marketed i n  an effort to use 
up  unwanted '51  s ,  was the 1 952 Vag abond .  Th is  was 
merely the prev ious year' s model  f i tted with a "cont i ­
nental " outs ide spare t i re ,  i dent i fy i ng  scr ipt ,  and a 

Henry J Specifications 
1 95 1  
K51 3 Standard (wb 1 00.0) 

5 1 34 sdn 2d 
K51 4 Deluxe (wb 1 00.0) 

5 1 44 sdn 2d 
1 951  Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L4, 1 34.2 3 . 1 3 x 4.38 68 
L6, 1 61 .0 3 . 1 3 x 3.50 80 

1 952 
K523 Vagabond (wb 1 00.0) 

5234 sdn 2d 
K524 Vagabond Deluxe (wb 1 00.0) 

5244 sdn 2d 
K523 Corsair  (wb 1 00.0) 

5234 sdn 2d 
K524 Corsair  Deluxe (wb 1 00.0) 

5244 sdn 2d 
1 952 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L4, 1 34.2 3 . 1 3 x 4.38 68 
L6, 1 6 1 .0 3. 1 3 x 3.50 80 

2 1 4  

Wght Price 

2,293 1 ,363 

2,341 1 ,499 
availabi l ity 

S-K51 3 
S-K5 1 4  

Wght Price 

2,365 1 ,407 

2,385 1 ,552 

2,370 1 ,5 1 7 

2,405 1 ,664 
availabi l ity 

S-K523 
S-K524 

Prod 

38,500' 

43,400' 

Prod 

3,000' 

4,000' 

7,600' 

8,900' 

1 954 Corsair  Deluxe ( s ix )  two-door sedan 

b lack-p l ast ic-and-ch rome hood ornament .  
By 1 954 when the l ast Henry Js (reser ia led 1 953s) 

were so ld ,  i t  was ev i dent the proj ect had fai led .  M any 
fe l t  the or i g i na l  approach was wron g .  The austere, 
st r ipped 1 95 1  models  l acked g loveboxes, tru n k l ids ,  and 
other featu res normal ly  held essent i al-they were j ust 
too p la in  for most buyers. " I  wou ld  have brou g ht it 'out  
dressed u p , "  said J .  W.  Frazer ,  " and undressed i t  
l ater . "  Advance p l ans for hardtops, wagons ,  fou r-door 
sed ans ,  an d convert i b les d ied wi th the l ast Hen ry J .  To­
tal prod uct ion came to about  1 30 ,000 u n i ts .  

:: 

1 953 
K533 Corsai r  (wb 1 00.0) Wght Price Prod 

5334 sdn 2d 2,395 1 ,399 8,500' 
K534 Corsair  Deluxe (wb 1 00.0) 

5344 sdn 2d 2,445 1 ,561 8 , 1 00' 
1 953 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L4, 1 34.2 3. 1 3 x 4.38 68 S-K533 
L6, 1 61 .0 3. 1 3 x 3.50 80 S-K534 

1 954 
K543 Corsa i r  (wb 1 00.0) Wght Price Prod 

5434 sdn 2d 2,405 1 ,404 800' 
K544 Corsai r  Deluxe (wb 1 00.0) 

5444 sdn 2d 2,455 1 ,566 300' 
1 954 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

L4, 1 34 .2 3 . 1 3 x 4 .38 68 S-K543 
L6, 1 6 1 .0 3 . 1 3 x 3.50 80 S-K544 
*Estimates based on highest serial numbers found. Total model year 
production : 

1 95 1  al l  
1 952 Vagabond 
1 952 Corsair 
1 953 al l  

8 1 ,942 
7,0 1 7  

23,568 
1 6,672 

II 

; 1 

1 954 al l  1 ,  1 23 ,� 
I 



Hudson H ud son Motor Car Co. 
Detroit ,  M ic higan ( 1 940-54) 

H udson produced some of Amer ica 's  f i nest, f leetest 
automob i les  throu g hout  i ts h i story, and u s u al ly  

p l aced h i g h  in  the prod uct ion  race.  The l ow-pr iced,  
fou r-cyl i n der  Essex ,  i ntrodu ced i n  1 9 1 9 , brough t  the 
company up to t h i rd p l ace beh i n d  Ford and Chevro let 
by 1 925.  H udson ran ked th i rd ,  fou rt h ,  o r  f i ft h  i n  the i n ­
d u stry throu g h  1 930 . The company started t o  fee l the 
Depress i o n  in '3 1 . Product i on ,  w h i c h  h ad topped 
300 ,000 u n i ts in 1 929 , fe l l  to bare ly  40 ,000 in 1 933 .  

Roy D .  C h ap i n ,  Sr . , who had he l ped to fou n d  H udson 
in  1 9 1 0  and h ad been one  of i ts leaders s i nce that t i me, 
retu rned from tem porary government  serv ice  in 1 933 to 
rev i ve h i s  a i l i n g  company .  I n  1 8  months he ra i sed $6 
m i l l ion in loans and put most of the money i nto an Essex 
der ivat ive ca l led the Terrap l ane .  T h i s  new model  so ld  
for as l i tt le  as $425 ,  went l i ke a rocket ,  and bro u g ht new 
l i fe to the company .  Sa les in  1 936 t r i p led those of 1 933,  
and product ion  peaked at 1 23 ,266 u n i ts .  But by then ,  
H u d son  h ad d ropped to  e i g hth p l ace .  Sa les  were cu t  i n  
h a l f  d ue to the  1 938 recess ion , and ag a i n the  f i rm  
started to  lose money .  

H u d son  had comp lete ly  resty led i ts 1 939 l i ne ,  so the 
1 940 mode l s  were mere ly fac e l i fted . The look  was not 
i n novat ive ,  but  p l easi n g  and c lean : a rak ish ly  poi nted 
nose ,  a d iv i ded hor i zonta l  g r i l le ,  and l i tt l e  s ide  orna­
mentat ion . H u d son  added another  page to i ts book of 
e n d u rance runs  i n  1 940 by t rave l i n g  over 20,000 m i les 
at an average of 70.5 m i les an  hour ,  sett i n g  a new Amer­
ican  Automob i le  Assoc i at ion  record .  

The 1 940 l i ne  compr ised seven d i st i n ct ser ies ,  th ree 
wheel bases, and th ree d i fferent en g i nes .  On a 1 1 3- i n c h  
whee l b ase were t h e  Trave ler  a n d  DeLu xe ,  offered a s  a 
convert i b le  and convert i b le  sed an powered by H ud­
son ' s  smal le r  L-head s ix .  A l arger  s i x  powered the 1 1 8-
i nch-w heel base Su per, o ffered i n  a w i de var iety of body 
sty les ,  and the 1 25- i n c h-wheel base " B i g  Boy" ser ies,  
m ade up of  a car ry-a l l  and a seven-passenger  sed an .  
The L-head e ight  was ava i l ab le  for  the  1 1 8 - i nc h -wheel­
base models ,  i nc l u d i n g  some d e l u xe var i ants .  The 1 25-
i n c h - w h e e l b ase ei g h t -cy l  i n de r  m od e l s  fo rmed t h e  
C o u nt ry C l u b  ser ies .  T h i s  con s i sted of two s i x-pas­
se n g e r  sed a n s  a n d  o n e  seve n - p asse n g e r  sed an . 
R e g i strat ions  i n  1 940 d i d  not exceed 80 ,000 ; the  
company lost about  $ 1 . 5  m i l l i on  for  the c alendar  year. 

Another face l  i ft w as perfo rmed for 1 941 , several n ew 
mode l s  appeared , and H ud so n ' s  u n i t  body w as rev i sed 
for new whee l b ases :  1 1 6 i n ches fo r Trave le r  and DeLu xe 
S i xes,  1 2 1  and 1 28 i nc hes for the l arger  S i xes  and 
E i g hts .  A new Commodore ser ies debu ted , l i st i n g  a 
w i de ran g e  of  mode ls  on  the two longer  whee l bases. A l l  
the '4 1 s h ad n ew park i ng l i g hts moun ted i n  l arge 
c h rome h o u s i n g s  atop the front fen ders .  Reg i strat ions  
were al most the same as  i n  1 940,  but the  company 
made a prof i t o f  near l y  $4 m i l l i on . C red i t  t h i s  to defen se 

American Motors Corp . 
Kenosha,  Wisconsin ( 1 955-57) 

1 940 E i ght converti ble coupe 

1 94 1  Super Six fou r-door sedan 

1 94 1  D e l uxe fou r-door sedan 

1 941  Com modore E i ght convert ib le  coupe 
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Hudson 

contracts, wh ich  beg an mate r i al i z i ng i n  ear ly 1 941  and 
i nc reased the com pany 's  total sales by 1 0  percent .  

The defense bon us a l lowed H udson a breather .  The 
1 942 l i ne, annou nced in August 1 941 , was one of the 
prettiest of al l .  R u n n i n g  boards were h i dden ,  the g r i l l e 
was lowered and c leaned u p, and the park i n g  l i g hts 
were moved off the fenders.  Hudson ' s  famous wh i te t r i ­
an g le logo,  p l aced on e i ther s ide of the hood , was i l l u ­
m i n ated to  add a touch  o f  d i st i nct ion  after dark .  The 
cars were sou n d ly bui  I t  and r i c h ly appo i nted . Ag a in ,  the 
l i ne beg an with the ser ies of sm a l l  s ixes-coupes, se­
d ans,  and convert i b le sedans .  Next was the Super S ix ,  
offer ing the  same body cho i ces p lus  a stat ion wagon .  
A t  the top o f  the  l i ne were the Commodore S ix  and 

1 942 Commodore E ight fou r-door sedan 

1 942 Super S i x  convertible coupe 

1 946 Super S i x  convert i ble 

2 1 6  

E igh t .  Most of them rode the 1 2 1 - i nch wheel base, 
thou g h  one long sedan was offered as wel l .  The war put 
an end to al l  car prod uct ion by February 2 ,  so Hu dson 
reg i stered o n ly 5396 cars in  calendar year 1 942. 

Dur i ng  Wor ld  War I I , H u d son  bu i l t  He l l d iver ai r­
p l anes, H udson I nvader eng i nes for l an d i n g  craft, sec­
t ions  for 8-29 bom bers and A i rcobras, and a var iety of 
n aval m u n i t ions .  The company made a smal l prof i t  i n  
the war years,  and j u mped back i nto c ar product ion 
q u ic k ly after V-J Day .  Hudso n ' s  output of 4735 cars in  
1 945 was enou g h  for f i fth  p lace in  th is  abbrev i ated c al­
endar year. The f i rm h ad n 't he ld that s lot s i nce 1 934-
and wou ld  not ho ld  it agai n .  

The 1 946-47 cars were sl i g ht ly  facel i fted prewar mod-

1 947 Super S ix  fou r-door sedan 

1 948 Super S i x  Brougham converti ble 

1 948 Super Six club coupe 



e l s . The e n g i nes were st i l l  s ixes and e i g hts ; the wheel ­
base st i l l  1 2 1 i nc hes .  There were th ree trans m i ss ion  op­
t ions :  overdr ive ,  p r iced at $ 1 0 1 ; Dr ive-M aster ,  $ 1 1 2 ;  and 
V ac u motive Dr ive, $47 .  V ac u mot ive automat ica l l y  en­
g aged and d i se n g aged the c l utc h ;  Dr ive-M aster e l i m i ­
n ated both c l utch and gear l eve r mot io n .  H u d son bu i l t 
over 90 ,000 of i ts 1 946 mode ls ,  two-th i rds  of w h i c h  were 
S u per  S i xes.  

The 1 947s were u n c h an ged except in deta i l s  such as 
a new c h rome n amepl ate on  the t ru n k ,  r i g ht-hand as 
we l l  as left -hand door  locks ,  and a smal l l i p  aro u n d  the 
center g r i l l e e m b lem hous i n g .  Ag a i n ,  H udson p rodu ced 
a rou n d  9 0 , 000 c ar s ,  t h o u g h  i t s  i n d u st ry  r an k i n g  
c h an ged . N i n th  i n  prod u ct ion  for 1 946,  H u d son 
d ropped to 1 1 th in  '47 , desp i te a 1 0  percent  g ai n  in  ac­
tu al vo l u me .  Other m an ufactu rers were g rowi n g  faster 
as a l l  Detro i t  respon ded to the u n precedented se l le r ' s  
m arket . H u d son  sa les  exceeded $ 1 20 m i l l ion  i n  1 946, 
and the f i rm made a profit of over $2 . 3  m i l l i o n .  Fo r 1 948, 
H u d so n  h ad a brand- new c ar w i th  a new eng i ne ,  and 
m ade  more money than i t  h ad at  any  other  t i m e  after  the 
war ,  nett i n g  $ 1 3 .2  m i l l i on o n  g ross sa les of  $274 
m i l l io n .  

T h e  Step-d own u n i t-body H udson o f  1 948-49 ( both 
mode ls  were ident ica l  except for ser i a l  n u m bers) w as 
o n e  of the g reat postwar des i g n s .  Low and s leek ,  i t  
h u g ged the g ro u n d  and h an d l ed wel l ,  t h an ks to a 
rad i cal ly  low center of g rav i ty .  The desi g n  team was led 
by Fran k Spr i n g ,  a f i xt u re at H udson and ahead of h i s  
t i me .  T h e  Step-down evo lved from wart i me dood l i n g­
sleek ,  aerodyn am i c  forms modeled i n  q u arter-sca le 
c l ay and p l aster .  L i ke a l l  H u d so n s  s i n ce 1 932 , i t  h ad a 
u n it body and c h ass is  that w as extreme ly  strong  and 
ratt l e-free. The n i ck n ame Step-down refer red to the 
d ropped f loorpan , which w as completely su rro u nded by 
frame g i rders .  I t  w as probably the safest automotive 
pac k ag e  of  i ts t i me ,  and perh aps one of  the safest ever .  

I t  w as a l so beaut i fu l i n  an u nderstated w ay .  The s i des 
were c lean , the g r i l l e was low and hor izonta l ,  the ta i l ­
l i g hts were modest. The d ash board was f l at and posi­
t ioned u pr i g ht in front of the d r iver .  I t  conta i ned a b i g  
speedo meter a n d  c lock ,  warn i ng l i g hts for battery d i s­
c harge and low o i  I pressure ,  and g au g es for fue l  and 
w ater tem perat u re.  

As the new H udso n s  were i ntrod u ced in m id - 1 948 , 
dea lers c heered . Here w as p rec i se ly  the form u l a  they 
needed for g ood sa les i n  those heady d ays when there 
were lots of eag er  customers.  Fou r  mode ls ,  a l l r i d i n g  a 
n ew 1 24 - i nch  whee l b ase,  were offered : the  S u per  S i x  
and E i g ht ,  and the  Commodore S i x  and  E i g ht .  

V i o l at i n g  an o l d  Detro i t  r u le about resty l i n g  and re­
en g i neer i n g  i n  the same year,  H u d son  a lso brou g ht out  
a new eng i n e  for  '48 : the 262-c id  Super  S ix .  I t  devel­
oped 1 2 1 bhp at 4000 rpm, o n l y  seven h orsepower l ess 
t h an the e i g ht .  A l thou g h  it h ad on ly  fou r  m a i n  bear i n g s  
i n stead o f  f ive l i ke t h e  e i g ht-cyl i nder  u n i t ,  t h e  s ix  w as a 
smooth-ru n n i n g ,  durab le e n g i n e .  By 1 95 1 , i t  h ad 
evo lved i n to the  308-c id  H o rnet powerp lan t ,  the l argest 
modern L-head s ix  ever b u i l t .  The Hornet w as k i n g  of 

Hudson 

stock-car rac i n g  from 1 952 t h rou g h  1 954 .  Even i n  1 948 
tune ,  the b i g  s ix  packed surpr is i n g  power.  The c ar 
cou l d  do 0 to 40 mph  i n  1 2  seconds us i n g  Dr ive- M aster .  
M a n u a l -sh i ft cars were even faster .  H u d so n s  h ad been 
adeq u ate but n ot outstan d i n g  performers i n  1 946-47 ; 
the g u tsy s i xes m ade  them some of the q u i c kest,  most 
road ab le  Amer ican c ars fo r 1 948-49 . 

There was one  prob lem .  I n  c reat i n g  the  beaut i f u l  
Step-d own ,  H u d son  commi tted i tse l f  to  a desi g n  that 
wou l d  be d i ff ic u l t and cost ly to c h an g e .  U n i t  bod ies are 
a lmost i m possi b l e  to rework ,  and H udson l ac ked the f i ­
n an c i al base to add new Step-down der ivat ives such as 
a stat ion  wagon ,  w h i c h  probably wou l d  h ave so ld  we l l .  

_ ..... ---- _ ..... 

1 950 Pacemaker fou r-door seda n 

t:.�lj�� - � .-� ._- ' ): 

1 95 1  Com modore S i x  Custom Hol lywood hardtop coupe 

1 953 Super Wasp fou r-door sedan 
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Hudson 

1 954 Jet- L i ner fou r-door sedan 

1 954 Hornet Spec ial  c lub cou pe 

1 954 Super Wasp Hol lywood hardtop coupe 

Marsh al l Teague, AAA poi nt leader, in '53 

2 1 8  

For too many years, each  new Hudson wou l d  look too 
much l i ke l ast year 's  model . Th i s , com bi ned w i th  the 
n atural  dec l i ne of the se l le r 's  market after 1 950,  eventu­
al ly dest royed the make in the m i d- '50s.  By 1 952 , pro­
d uct ion had dropped to we l l  under 1 00 ,000 u n i ts .  I n  
earl y 1 954 , Hudson merged wi th Nash,  form i n g  Amer i­
can M otors. To a l arge extent ,  Hudson ' s  prob lems were 
common to a l l  i n dependents after the war: they had too 
l i tt le money for rea l l y s i g n i f i cant product ion ,  and too l i t­
t le depth for suff ic ient  change  and i n novat ion to keep 
the pub l i c  i n terested . 

Roy D .  Chap i n ,  J r . , who was a Hudson sales execu­
t ive  i n  the  1 950s, exp la i ned the  s i tuat ion  t h i s  way : " I f 
you don 't  have enou g h  money to do somet h i n g  and do 
i t  r i g ht ,  and i f  you haven ' t  learned to spec i a l i ze in  a 
g iven t h i n g  . . .  sooner o r  l ater you f i nd  you j u st can ' t  do 
everyth i n g . [ Hudson was]  usua l ly  react i n g ,  rather than 
ant i c i pat i n g . "  

Nevertheless, the f i rm entered the '50s i n  f i ne  fett le .  I t  
so ld  more than 1 43,000 cars in 1 950, i nc l u d i n g  more 
than 60,000 of i ts new Pacemaker .  General l y  pr iced un­
der $2000, the Pacemaker used a destroked version of 
the f lathead Super S i x .  Performance was as good as 
that of Nash 's  top- l i ne Ambassador,  and put it we l l  
ahead i n  i ts pr ice c l ass.  The Super S i x  and Super E i g ht 
and the Commodore S ix  and Commodore E i g ht were 
carr ied over from 1 948-49 . 

A l l  mode ls  were ava i l ab le  w i th overdr ive,  and Dr ive­
M aster or Su permat ic  Dr ive-two H udson sem i-auto­
matics of repute. Drive-Master re l i eved the driver of the 
need to sh i ft and dec l utc h .  The car was started by 
p l ac i n g  the sh i ft lever i n  " H i g h "  and acce lerat i n g .  
The d r iver wou ld ease up  o n  the acce lerator when 
the s h i ft to reg u l ar d r ive was des i red . Wi th  Su per­
mat i c ,  a h i g h  cru i s i n g  gear was added ; the s h i ft 
to h i g h  occu rred automat ica l ly  at 22 mph when a dash­
board button was engaged . In  1 950, overd r ive cost 
$95 extra; Dr ive-M aster cost $1 05 ; Supermat ic  was 
pr iced at $1 99 .  None of these was a su bst i tute for 
fu l l  automat i c  transm i ssi on ,  of cou rse. When Hudson 
offered propr i etary Hyd r a- M at i c  i n  ' 5 1  ( at o n l y  
$1 58 extra) Supermat ic  was d ropped . 

The Hudson Hornet, w i th  i ts powerfu l s i x ,  was i ntro­
d uced in 1 951  with fou r  body styles, and was pr iced the 
same as the Commodore E i g ht .  The Hornet powerpl ant 
prod uced o n ly 1 45 bhp at 3800 rpm i n  stoc k form, but 
was capable of much more than that in the hands of pre­
c i s ion tu ners .  The most famous of these, M arsh a l l  
Teag ue,  c l a imed he cou ld  get  1 1 2 mph from a Hornet 
cert i f i ed as stock by AAA or NASCAR.  He was hel ped 
by an enth us i ast i c  cadre of H udson en g i neers who de­
ve loped " severe usage" opt ions  that were real ly  th i n ly 
d isg u i sed rac i n g  parts. Tw i n  H-Power, offered i n  1 953 , 
cons isted of tw i n  carbs and dua l  man i fo ld  i nduct ion  
(the f i rst d u al man i fo ld  on a s ix )  for g reat ly  i mproved 
breath i n g . The " 7-X" rac i ng eng i ne ,  wh i ch arr ived i n  
l ate 1 953, used .020 overbored by l i nders ,  spec i a l c am 
and head , l arger  valves, h i g her  compression ,  Twi n  H­
Power, and  headers. Output was about 2 1 0 bhp.  



1 954 I ta l i a  sport coupe 

1 955 R a mbler  Cu stom Cross Country station  wagon 

The Hornet w as i n v i n c i b l e  i n  AAA and NASCAR rac­
i ng d u r i n g  most of 1 95 1 -54 . Teag ue f i n i shed h i s  1 952 
AAA season w i th  a 1 000-po i n t  lead over h is  nearest r i ­
val  after w i n n i n g  1 2  of the  1 3  stock-c ar events .  
NASCAR d r ivers l i ke Herb Thomas,  D i c k  R athman n ,  A I  
Ke l ler ,  and Fran k M u ndy  drove Hornets to 27  v icto r ies 
i n  1 952 ,  2 1  i n  1 953,  and 1 7  i n  1 954 .  Usu a l l y , th ree out  of 
every fou r  Hornets t h at entered a race wou l d  f i n i sh .  
Eve n after 1 955 when  the  Step-down w as repl aced by  
the  Nash-bod ied mode l ,  Hornets were st i l l  w i n n i n g  
races. 

B u t  rac i n g  success w asn ' t  eno u g h  to keep the H ud­
son sh i p  afl oat .  Thou g h  the company kept  add i n g  and 
su btracti n g  ser ies th ro u g h  1 954 , i t  was u n ab le  to add 
n ew body styl es .  The standard Pacemaker and the Su­
per E i g h t  were d ropped for ' 5 1 , when the Hornet and the 
Ho l l ywood h ardtop were added ; the Wasp repl aced the 
Super  S ix  for ' 52 .  A l l  the  Commodores were d i scont i n­
u ed for ' 53 ,  and the  l i ne  of b i g  cars w as cu t .  A lower­
pr iced Hornet Spec i a l for ' 54 fai l ed to spark sa les .  
T h ro u g hout  th is  per iod ,  H udson cou ld offer o n l y  two 
whee l bases and fou r  bas ic  body sty les .  Product ion  
d ro pped accord i n g ly .  

T h e  Step-down c r i e d  for restyl i n g  i n  1 952 ,  b u t  H u d ­
son cou l d n ' t  afford i t .  T h e  fi rm  h ad su n k  $ 1 2 m i l l ion i nto 
a compact,  the i l l -fated Jet, in 1 953.  Us i n g  o l d  Com mo­
dore E i g h t  too l i n g ,  the J et ' s  202-c id  s i x  produced 1 04 
bhp .  Twi n  H-power and a h i g h-com press ion  head were 
o pt ional , and made for a speedy pac k age .  Jets were 

Hudson 

1 955 H o rnet Custom Hol lywood hardtop coupe 

1 956 Hornet Custom fou r-door sedan 

road able and  we l l -bu i l t ,  but n ot very pretty . Over the o b­
j ect ions  of ch ief  des i g n e r  Spr i n g ,  m an ag ement  h ad i n­
s i sted on bol t-up r igh t ,  s l ab-s ided styl i n g  t h at fai led to 
i m p ress many c u stomers .  H u d so n  t r ied h ard,  add i n g  a 
very c heap Fam i ly C l u b  sedan and  l ux u r ious  Jet-L i ner  
mode ls  i n  1 954,  but  the c ar sti l l  so ld  poor ly .  

The Jet  d id spark  a project  that m i g ht h ave become 
the l o n g-awai ted and m u c h- needed new H udson : the 
I ta l i a . Th is  fou r-p lace gran turismo on  the Jet c h assi s 
w as desi g ned by Spr i n g  and b u i l t  by C arrozzer ia  Tou r­
i n g  of M i l an . I ta l i as h ad wraparo u n d  w i ndsh ie lds ,  doors 
cut i nto the  roof ,  fender  scoops t h at d ucted coo l i n g  a i r  
t o  t h e  brakes,  f low-throu g h  vent i l at ion , and form-f itt i n g  
leather seats. They were 1 0  i n ches lower t h an the p ro­
d uct ion  ' 54 Hornet .  Thou g h  powered by the  1 1 4- b h p  
Hornet en g i ne,  I ta l i as weren ' t  very fast , a n d  t h e  al u m i ­
n u m  body was n ot very sol i d .  B u t  these were prob lems 
that m i g ht h ave been so lved i f  H udson on ly h ad money 
for a m aj o r  comm i tment .  The f i rm 's  con serv at ive en g i ­
neers he ld  l i tt le  hope for the w i ld Eu ropean styl i n g  any­
way .  O n l y  25 " produ ct ion " I ta l i as ,  p l u s  the prototype 
and a fou r-door der ivat ive c a l l ed X- 1 6 1 , were b u i l t .  Roy 
D .  C hapi n ,  J r . ,  l ater AM C Pres ident ,  served as I ta l i a  
sa les m an ager .  H e  shoved them out  as fast as h e  cou l d  
at $4800 a copy.  " I  got r i d  of them , "  h e  sai d ,  add i n g ,  " I t 
w asn ' t  one  of my g reatest accom p l i sh ments . "  

Late i n  1 953 ,  r u mors beg an c i rc u l at i n g  about  a H ud­
son-N ash merger .  N ash cou l d n 't h ave come c al l i n g  a t  a 
better t ime .  H ud so n  sales were si n k i ng : the books  were 

2 1 9  



Hudson 

1 957 H ornet Custom fou r-door sedan 

wri tten in red i n k .  Between January 1 , 1 954 and the end 
of Apr i l  when i t  c losed as an i ndependent company,  
Hudson had lost over $6 m i l l ion on sales of only $28 .7 
m i l l i on .  O ld-hat styl i n g ; the ug ly ,  s low-se l l i ng Jet ; a 
weak dealer network ; and i n su ff ic i ent  cap i tal for devel ­
opment of  new models  were the reasons .  

I n  merger tal ks ,  George M ason of  Nash i ns isted on 
one b ig  cond i t ion : the Jet had to go .  Hudson Pres ident 
A .  E .  Bar i t  fou g ht th is ,  but not for lon g .  He was in a very 
poor pos i t ion to barg ai n .  

The merger was rea l l y  a Nash takeover .  Hudson ' s  De­
troit  p lant  was soon shut  down,  and prod uct ion  was 
t ran sferred to Kenosh a, Wi scons i n .  Natu ral ly ,  every­
body recog n i zed the al l -new 1 955 Hudson : i t  was a re­
styl ed Nash . It used Nash 's  u n it-construct ion sedan and 
hardtop bodyshe l l ,  with a spec ia l  eggcrate g r i l le ,  d i s­
t i nct t ri m ,  and reworked rear end .  The on ly  l i n k  to prev i ­
ous Hudsons was the d ash board ,  w h i ch used the  o ld  
1 954 i n struments.  Wasps were powered by  the  former 
202 Jet e n g i n e ;  the big six was reta i ned for the Hornet;  
the Hornet V8 used a 320 Packard m i l l  of 208 bhp.  Twi n  
H-Power was ava i lab le on the s ixes,  i nc reasi ng  Hornet 
and Wasp horsepower.  A l i ne of M et ropo l i tans and 
R amblers with H udson emblems was a lso offered . 

H ud son Specificat ions 

1 940 
40-T Traveler (wb 1 1 3.0)" Wght Price Prod 

cpe 3P 2,800 670 
Victoria cpe 4P 2,830 750 
sdn 2d 2,895 735 
sdn 4d 2,940 763 

40-P Deluxe (wb 1 1 3.0)" 

cpe 3P 2,840 745 
Victoria cpe 4P 2,865 791 
cony cpe 2,860 930 

220 

1 957 Hornet Custom Hol lywood hardtop coupe 

Amer ican Motors i ntrod uced i ts own 1 90-bhp V8 for 
1 956, rep l ac i n g  the Packard u n i t  i n  m i d-season for the 
Hornet Spec i a l .  The smal l Wasp Six rem ai ned ,  as d i d  
t h e  Hornet S ix ,  a long w ith t h e  usua l  assortment o f  so­
ca l led H u d son R am blers .  "V- l i ne Styl i n g "  was the way 
AMC descr i bed the horrendous ch rome-p lated n i g ht­
m are created by Ed mund  E .  Anderson . I t  was the u g l iest 
H udson  i n  a generat ion . And the A M C  V8 was far less 
powerfu l than the Pack ard u n it .  An anem ic  eng i n e  and 
terr i b le  styl i n g  m ade for depress i n g  sales .  O n l y  1 0 ,671 
non- Rambler  H u d sons were pedd led in '56.  In the next 
year-H udso n ' s  l ast-styl i n g  d i d n ' t  i mprove, and on ly  
3876 were so l d ,  a l l  V-8s. R am bler was l i sted as  a sepa­
rate make in 1 957,  but a rumor that R amb l ers wou ld  d i ­
verge i nto very d i fferent 1 958 Hudson a n d  Nash mode ls  
came to  naught .  There was no  money for that .  

AM C ' s  dec is ion to drop H udson and Nash was o n l y  
common sense. Said Roy Chap i n ,  "We ran Hudson and 
Nash Metropo l i t ians and Ramblers-it was a charade . 
They were bas ica l l y  the exact same automobi les,  and 
the dec i s ion real ly  was one that said we've got to spend 
our money and our effort and our concentrat i on on the 
R am bler because we have n ' t  got the dough to update 
the big Nashes and the b ig  Hudsons . "  

Wght Price Prod 

sdn 2d 2,930 775 
sdn 4d 2,965 808 
cony sdn 2,920 955 

41 Super (wb 1 1 8.0)" 

cpe 3P 2 ,950 809 
Victoria cpe 4P 2,980 860 
cony cpe 2,980 995 
sdn 2d 3,020 839 
sdn 4d 3,050 870 
cony sdn 3,020 1 ,030 



Hudson 

43 Country Club (wb 1 25.0)· Wght Price Prod 1 8  B ig  Boy (wb 1 28.0)· Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 3,240 1 ,0 1 8 sdn 4d, 7P 3, 1 55 1 ,223 
Special sdn 4d 3,240 1 ,044 "Total model year production :  91 , 769 ; Sixes: 82,051 ; Eights : 9 ,7 18 .  sdn  4d ,  7P 3 ,355 1 ,230 

44 Eight (wb 1 1 8.0)· 1 94 1  Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

cpe 3P 3,040 860 L6, 1 75 .0  3 .00 x 4 .38 92 S- 1 0  
L6, 2 1 2.0 3 .00 x 5 .00 98 S-1 8 Victoria cpe 4P 3 ,075 942 L6, 2 1 2 .0 3 .00 x 5 .00 1 02 S-l l ,  1 2  cony cpe 3,065 1 ,087 L8, 254.0 3 .00 x 4 . 50 1 28 S- 1 4, 1 5, 1 7  sdn 2d 3 , 1 40 9 1 8  

sdn 4d 3, 1 85 952 
cony sdn 3 , 1 30 1 , 1 22 

47 Country Club Eight (wb 1 25.0)" 1 942 
sdn 4d 3 ,285 1 , 1 1 8 

20T Traveler (wb 1 1 6.0)" Special sdn 4d 3,285 1 , 1 44 Wght Price Prod 

�dn 4d , 7P 3,400 1 ,330 cpe 3P 2,795 828 
48 Big Boy (wb 1 25.0)" club cpe 4P 2,845 897 

sdn 2d 2,895 878 
Carry-all sdn 4d 3,245 989 sdn 4d 2 ,940 905 
sdn 4d, 7P 3 , 1 40 1 ,095 

20P Deluxe (wb 1 1 6.0)" 
"Total model year production :  87,9 1 5 ;  S ixes : 77,295 ; E ights : 1 0,620. cpe 3P . 2 ,845 9 1 6  
1 940 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity club cpe 4P 2 ,900 967 
L6, 1 75 .0  3 .00 x 4 .38 92 S-40 sdn 2d 2,935 946 
L6, 2 1 2 .0  3 .00 x 5 .00 98 S-48 sdn 4d 2,971 978 
L6, 2 1 2 .0  3 .00 x 5 .00 1 02 S-41 , 43 cony sdn 3, 1 40 1 ,2 1 2  
L8, 254.0 3 .00 x 4 .50 1 28 S-44 , 47 21 Super (wb 1 2 1 .0)" 

cpe 3P 2,950 1 ,036 
1 94 1  club cpe 4P 3 ,0 1 0 1 ,090 
1 O-T Traveler (wb 1 1 6.0)· Wght Price Prod 

sdn 2d 3,035 1 ,065 
sdn 4d 3,080 1 ,093 

cpe 3P 2,765 754 cony sdn 3,200 1 ,332 
club cpe 4P 2,835 847 wgn 4d 3,3 1 5 1 ,4 1 2  
sdn 2d 2,870 824 22 Commodore Six (wb 1 21 .0)* sdn 4d 2,900 852 

1 o-p Deluxe (wb 1 1 6.0)" 
cpe 3P 2 ,995 1 , 1 1 5  
club cpe 5P 3,090 1 , 1 75 

cpe 3P 2,840 870 sdn 2d 3,090 1 , 1 52 
club cpe 4P 2,880 91 7 sdn 4d 3 , 1 45 1 , 1 82 
sdn 2d 2,905 891 cony sdn 3,280 1 ,402 
sdn 4d 2,945 925 24 Commodore Eight (wb 1 21 .0)· cony sdn 3,085 1 , 1 32 1 40 est 

1 1  Super (wb 1 21 .0)" 
cpe 3P 3 , 1 30 1 , 1 56 
club cpe 5P 3 ,205 1 ,2 1 5  

cpe 3P 2 ,925 956 sdn 2d 3,230 1 , 1 87 
club cpe 4P 2,995 1 ,0 1 1 sdn 4d 3,280 1 ,224 . 
sdn 2d 3,005 976 cony sdn 3,400 1 ,451 
sdn 4d 3,040 1 ,007 25 Commodore Custom Eight (wb 1 21 .0)" cony sdn 3 , 1 45 1 ,230 300 est 
wgn 4d 3,3 1 5  1 ,298 1 00 est club cpe 4P 3 ,235 1 ,3 1 1 

1 2  Commodore Six (wb 1 2 1 .0)· 27 Commodore Custom Eight (wb 1 28.0)" 

cpe 3P 2,970 1 ,028 sdn 4d, 6P 3,395 1 ,430 
club cpe 4P 3,045 1 ,090 "Total model year production : 40,661 ; Sixes: 34,069; Eights : 6 ,592. sdn 2d 3,070 1 ,059 
sdn 4d 3 , 1 35 1 ,087 1 942 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

cony sdn 3 , 1 60 1 ,297 200 est L6, 1 75 .0  3.00 x 4.38 92 S-20 
1 4  Commodore Eight (wb 1 21 .0)· L6, 2 1 2 .0  3 .00 x 5 .00 1 02 S-2 1 , 22 

L8, 254 .0  3 .00 x 4.50 1 28 S-24, 25, 27 
cpe 3P 3 , 1 1 0  1 ,071 
club cpe 4P 3 , 1 95 1 , 1 33 
sdn 2d 3,200 1 ,096 
sdn 4d 3,250 1 , 1 32 

1 946 cony sdn 3,350 1 ,347 200 est 
wgn 4d 3,400 1 ,384 80 est 51 Super Six (wb 1 21 .0)-61 ,787 built Wght Price Prod 

1 5- 1 7  Commodore Eight (wb 1 21 - 1 28)" sdn 4d 3,085 1 ,555 
cpe 3P, wb 1 21 .0 3 , 1 85 1 , 1 62 Brougham sdn 2d 3,030 1 ,5 1 1 
club cpe 4P, wb 1 2 1 .0 3,235 1 ,225 club cpe 3,01 5 1 ,553 
sdn 4d, wb 1 28.0 3,370 1 ,330 cpe 3P 2,950 1 ,481 
sdn 4d ,  7P, wb 1 28.0 3,440 1 ,537 Brougham cony cpe 3, 1 95 1 ,879 1 035" 
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Hudson 
52 Commodore Six (wb 1 21 .0)- 1 7,685 built Wght Price Prod 1 948 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

sdn 4d 3, 1 50 1 ,699 - L6, 262.0 3.56x 4 .38 1 2 1 S-48 1 , 482 
club cpe 3,065 1 ,693 - L8, 254.0 3 .00 x 4.50 1 28 S-483 , 484 

53 Super Eight (wb 1 21 .0)-3,961 built 

sdn 4d 3,235 1 ,668 -

1 949 club cpe 3, 1 85 1 ,664 -

54 Commodore Eight (wb 1 21 .0)-8, 1 93 built 491 Super Six (wb 1 24.0)-91 ,333 bui lt Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 3,305 1 ,774 - sdn 4d 3,555 2,207 -

club cpe 3,235 1 ,760 - Brougham sdn 2d 3,5 1 5  2, 1 56 -

Brougham cony cpe 3,4 1 0  2,050 1 40' club cpe 3,480 2,203 -
cpe 3P 3,485 2,053 -

'Estimated ; total convertibles 1 , 1 77. Brougham cony cpe 3,750 2,799 1 ,870' 
1 946 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 492 Commodore Six (wb 1 24.0)-32,71 5 built 
L6, 2 1 2 .0 3 .00 x 5.00 1 02 S-51 , 52 sdn 4d 3,625 2,383 -
L8, 254 .0  3.00 x 4.50 1 28 S-53 , 54 club cpe 3,585 2,359 -

Brougham cony cpe 3,780 2,952 655' 

1 947 
493 Super Eight (wb 1 24.0)-6,365 bui lt  

sdn 4d 3,565 2,296 -
1 71 Super Six (wb 1 21 .0)-49,276 bui lt  Wght Price Prod Brougham sdn 2d 3,545 2,245 -

sdn 4d 3 , 1 1 0  1 ,749 club cpe 3,550 2,292 --
Brougham sdn 2d 3,055 1 ,704 - 494 Commodore Eight (wb 1 24.0)-28,687 built 
club cpe 3,040 1 ,744 -

sdn 4d 3,650 2,472 -
cpe 3P 2,975 1 ,628 -

club cpe 3,600 2,448 -

Brougham cony cpe 3,220 2,021 1 ,460' Brougham cony cpe 3,800 3,041 595' 
1 72 Commodore Six (wb 1 21 .0)-25,1 38 built 'Est imated ; total convert ibles 3 , 1 1 9. 

sdn 4d 3, 1 75 1 ,896 -
1 949 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity club cpe 3,090 1 ,887 -

1 73 Super Eight (wb 1 21 .0)-5,076 bui lt L6, 262.0 3.56 x 4.38 1 2 1 S-49 1 , 492 
L8, 254.0 3 .00 x 4 .50 1 28 S-493, 494 

sdn 4d 3,260 1 ,862 -
club cpe 3,2 1 0  1 ,855 -

1 74 Commodore Eight (wb 1 21 .0)- 1 2,593 bui lt 1 950 
sdn 4d 3,330 1 ,972 -

500 Pacemaker (wb 1 1 9.0)-39,455 bui lt Wght Price Prod club cpe 3,260 1 ,955 -
Brougham cony cpe 3,435 2, 1 96 360' sdn 4d 3,5 1 0 1 ,933 -

Brougham sdn 2d 3,475 1 ,91 2 -"Estimated ; total convertibles 1 ,823. club cpe 3,460 1 ,933 -

1 947 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity cpe 3P 3,445 1 ,807 -

L6, 2 1 2.0 3.00 x 5.00 1 02 S- 1 71 , 1 72 Brougham cony cpe 3,655 2,428 1 , 1 00' 
L8, 254.0 3.00 x 4 .50 1 28 S-1 73, 1 74 50A Pacemaker Deluxe (wb 1 1 9.0)-22,297 built 

sdn 4d 3,520 1 ,959 -
Brougham sdn 2d 3,485 1 ,928 -
club cpe 3,470 1 ,959 -

1 948 Brougham cony cpe 3,665 2,444 630" 
481 Super Six (wb 1 24.0)-49,388 built Wght Price Prod 501 Super Six (wb 1 24.0)-1 7,246 bui lt i l sdn 4d 3,500 2,222 - sdn 4d 3,590 2, 1 05 -

Brougham sdn 2d 3,470 2, 1 72 - Brougham sdn 2d 3,565 2,068 -
club cpe 3,480 2,2 1 9  - club cpe 3,555 2, 1 02 -

cpe 3P 3,460 2,069 - Brougham cony cpe 3,750 2,629 465' 
Brougham cony cpe 3,750 2,836 8S' 502 Commodore Six (wb 1 24.0)-24,605 bui lt ! I 482 Commodore Six (wb 1 24.0)-27, 1 59 built sdn 4d 3,655 2,282 -

sdn 4d 3,540 2,399 - club cpe 3,640 2,257 -
club cpe 3,550 2,374 - Brougham cony cpe 3,840 2,809 700" 
Brougham cony cpe 3,780 3,057 48' 503 Super Eight (wb 1 24.0)- 1 ,074 bui lt 

I I 483 Super Eight (wb 1 24.0)-5,338 bui lt  sdn 4d 3,605 2, 1 89 -

sdn 4d 3,525 2,343 - Brougham sdn 2d 3,575 2, 1 52 -
club cpe 3,495 2,340 - club cpe 3,560 2, 1 86 -

484 Commodore Eight (wb 1 24.0)-35,31 5  built 504 Commodore Eight (wb 1 24.0)- 1 6,731 bui lt 

sdn 4d 3,600 2,5 1 4  - sdn 4d 3,675 2,366 -
club cpe 3,570 2,490 - club cpe 3,655 2,341 -
Brougham cony cpe 3,800 3, 1 38 64' Brougham cony cpe 3,865 2,893 425-

'Estimated ; total convertibles 200. -Est imated ; total convert ib les 3,322. 
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Hudson 

1 950 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 78 Hornet (wb 1 24.0)-35,921 bu ilt Wght Price Prod 

L6, 232.0 3 .56 x 3 .88 1 1 2 S-500 sdn 4d 3,600 2,769 -

L6, 262.0 3 .56 x 4 .38 1 23 S-50A, 50 1 ,  502 club cpe 3 ,550 2,742 -

L8, 254 .0  3 .00 x 4 .50 1 28 S-503 , 504 Hol lywood htp cpe 3,630 3,095 2 , 1 60-
Brougham conv cpe 3 ,750 3,342 360-

88 Commodore Eight (wb 1 24.0)-3,1 25 bui lt  

sdn 4d 3,630 2,769 -

1 95 1  club cpe 3,580 2 ,742 -

Hol lywood htp cpe 3,660 3,095 1 90-
4A Pacemaker Custom (wb 1 1 9.0)- Brougham conv cpe 3,770 3,342 30-
34,495 bu i lt Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 3,460 2 , 1 45 
- E st imated ; total convertibles 636; total hardtops 3 ,777. 

-

Brougham sdn 2d 3 ,430 2 , 1 02 - 1 952 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

club cpe 3 ,4 1 0  2, 1 45 - L6, 232.0 3 .56 x 3 .88 1 1 2 S-Pacemaker 
cpe 3P 3,380 1 ,965 - L6, 262 .0  3 .56 x 4 .38 1 27 S-Wasp, Commodore Six 
Brougham conv cpe 3,600 2,642 430- L6, 308.0 3 .8 1  x 4 .50 1 45 S-Hornet 

5A Super Six Custom (wb 1 24.0)-22,532 bui lt L8, 254.0 3 .00 x 4.50 1 28 S-Commodore Eight 

sdn 4d 3,565 2,287 -

Brougham sdn 2d 3,535 2,238 - 1 953 
club cpe 3,525 2,287 -

Hollywood htp cpe 3,590 2,605 1 , 1 00- 1 C  Jet (wb 1 05.0)-21 , 1 43 bui lt 

Brougham conv cpe 3,720 2,827 280- ( includes Super Jet) Wght Price Prod 

6A Commodore Six Custom (wb 1 24.0)- 1 6,979 bui lt sdn 4d 2 ,650 1 ,858 -

sdn 4d 3,600 2,480 - 2C Super Jet (wb 1 05 .0) 

club cpe 3 ,585 2,455 - sdn 4d 2,700 1 ,954 -

Hol lywood htp cpe 3,640 2,780 820- sdn 2d 2,695 1 ,933 -

Brougham conv cpe 3,785 3,01 1 2 1 0-
4C Wasp (wb 1 1 9.0)-1 7,792 bui lt ( inc ludes Super Wasp) 

7 A Hornet (wb 1 24.0)-43,656 bui lt sdn 4d 3,380 2,3 1 1 -

sdn 4d 3,600 2,568 - sdn 4d 3,350 2,264 -

club cpe 3,580 2,543 - club cpe 3,340 2,3 1 1 -

Hollywood htp cpe 3,630 2,869 2, 1 00-
5C Super Wasp (wb 1 1 9.0) Brougham con v cpe 3,780 3,099 550-

8A Commodore Eight Custom (wb 1 24.0)- 1 4,243 bui lt 
sdn 4d 3 ,480 2,466 -

sdn 2d 3,460 2,41 3  -

sdn 4d 3,620 2,568 - club cpe 3,455 2,466 -

club cpe 3,600 2 ,543 - Hollywood htp cpe 3,525 2,81 2 590-
Hol lywood htp cpe 3,650 2,869 670- Brougham conv cpe 3,655 3,048 50-
Brougham conv cpe 3,800 3,099 1 80-

7C Hornet (wb 1 24.0)-27,208 bui lt 
-Estim ated ; total convertibles 1 ,65 1 ; total hardtops 4,689. sdn 4d 3,570 2,769 -

1 951  Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity club cpe 3,530 2,742 -

L6, 232.0 3 .56 x 3 .88 1 1 2 S-Pacemaker Hol lywood htp cpe 3,6 1 0  3,095 9 1 0-
L6, 262.0 3.56 x 4.38 1 23 S-Super & Commodore Six Brougham conv cpe 3,760 3,342 -

L6, 308.0 3.8 1 x 4. 50 1 45 S-Hornet · Estimated; total hardtops 1 ,501 . 
L8, 254 .0  3 .00 x 4. 50 1 28 S-Commodore Eight 

1 953 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 202.0 3 .00 x 4 . 75 1 04 S-Jet 
L6, 202.0 3 .00 x 4 .75 1 06/ 1 1 4  O-Jet 

1 952 L6, 232 .0  3 .56 x 3.88 1 27 S-Wasp 
L6, 308.0 3.81 x 4 .50 1 45 S-Hornet 

48 Pacemaker (wb 1 1 9.0)-7,486 bui lt Wght Price Prod L6, 308.0 3.81 x 4 .50 1 60 O-Hornet 
sdn 4d 3,390 2 ,3 1 1 L6, 308 .0  3 .8 1  x 4 . 50 1 70 O-Hornet (7-X) 

-

Brougham sdn 2d 3,355 2,264 -

club cpe 3,335 2,3 1 1 - 1 954 
cpe 3P 3,305 2, 1 1 6 -

1 0  Jet (wb 1 05 .0)- 1 4,224 bui lt 
5 8  Wasp (wb 1 1 9.0)-21 ,876 bui lt ( includes Super Jet and Jet-Liner) Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 3,485 2,466 - sdn 4d 2,675 1 ,858 -

Brougham sdn 2d 3,470 2 ,4 1 3  - Uti l ity sdn 2d 2 ,71 5 1 ,837 -

club cpe 3,435 2,466 - Family Club sdn 2d 2,635 1 ,62 1 -

Hol lywood htp cpe 3,525 2,81 2 1 ,320-
20 Super Jet (wb 1 05 .0) Brougham conv cpe 3,635 3,048 220-

68 Commodore Six (wb 1 24.0)- 1 ,592 bui lt sdn 4d 2,725 1 ,954 -

club sdn 2d 2 ,71 0 1 ,933 -

sdn 4d 3,595 2 ,674 -

club cpe 3 ,550 2 ,647 - 3D Jet-Liner (wb 1 05 .0) 

Hollywood htp cpe 3,625 3,000 1 00- sdn 4d 2 ,760 2 ,057 -

Brougham conv cpe 3,750 3,247 20- club sdn 2d 2,740 2 ,046 -
-
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Hudson 

40 Wasp (wb 1 1 9.0)-1 1 ,603 bui lt 

( includes Super Wasp) Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 2,256 3,440 -
club sdn 2d 2,209 3,375 -
club cpe 2,256 3,360 -

50 Super Wasp (wb 1 1 9.0) 

sdn 4d 3,525 2,466 -
club sdn 2d 3,490 2,4 1 3  -
club cpe 3,475 2,466 -
Hollywood htp cpe 3, 570 2,704 -
Brougham cony cpe 3,680 3,004 -

60 Hornet Special (wb 1 24.0)-24,833 built ( includes Hornet) 

sdn 4d 
club sdn 2d 
club cpe 

70 Hornet (wb 1 24.0) 

sdn 4d 
club cpe 
Hollywood htp cpe 
Brougham cony cpe 

Ital ia (wb 1 05.0) 

cpe 
1 954 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 202.0 3.00 x 4 .75 1 04 
L6, 202 .0 3 .00 x 4.75 1 06/1 1 4 
L6, 232.0 3.56 x 3.88 1 26 
L6, 262 .0 3.56 x 4.38 1 40 
L6, 308.0 3.81 x 4.50 1 60 
L6, 308.0 3.81 x 4.50 1 70 

1 955 
54 Metropolitan (wb 85.0)-3,000* bui lt 

1 cony cpe 3P 
2 htp cpe 
55 Rambler (wb 1 00.0) 

1 2  Deluxe bus sdn 
1 4- 1  Super Suburban wgn 2d 
1 6- 1  Super club sdn 
1 7-2 Custom Cntry Club htp cpe 
55 Rambler (wb 1 08.0) 

1 5  Deluxe sdn 4d 
1 5- 1  Super sdn 4d 
1 5-2 Custom sdn 4d 
1 8- 1  Super Cross Cntry wgn 4d 
1 8-2 Custom Cross Cntry wgn 4d 
3554 Wasp (wb 1 1 4.3) 

5- 1 Super sdn 4d 
5-2 Custom sdn 4d 
7-2 Custom Hollywood htp cpe 
3556 Hornet 6 (wb 1 2 1 .3) 

5- 1 Super sdn 4d 
5-2 Custom sdn 4d 
7-2 Custom Hollywood htp cpe 
3558 Hornet V8 (wb 1 21 .3) 

5-1  Super sdn 4d 
5-2 Custom sdn 4d 
7-2 Custom Hollywood htp cpe 
Italia (wb 1 05.0) 

cpe 
'Estimated ; total Nash & Hudson, 3 ,849. 
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3,560 2,61 9 -
3,51 5 2,571 -
3,505 2,6 1 9  -

3,620 2,769 -
3,570 2,742 -
3,655 2,988 -
3,800 3,288 -

2 ,710  4,800 20 
availabi l ity 

S-Jet 
S-Ital ia ;  O-Jet 
S-Wasp 
S-Super Wasp 
S-Hornet 
O-Hornet (7-X) 

Wght 

1 ,803 
1 ,843 

2,400 
2,532 
2,450 
2,5 1 8  

2 ,567 
2,570 
2,606 
2,675 
2,685 

3,254 
3,347 
3,362 

3,495 
3,562 
3,587 

3,806 
3,846 
3,878 

2,71 0 

Price Prod 

1 ,469 -
1 ,445 -

1 ,457 34 
1 ,869 1 ,335 
1 ,683 2,970 
2,098 1 ,601 

1 ,798 7,2 1 0  
, .69tl= 
1 ,989 
1 ,975 
1 995 1 2,023 , 

2,2�n-- 5 6 2,460 ,5 1 
2 ,570 1 ,640 

2,56� 5 357 2,760 ' 
2,880 1 ,554 

2,82i]--4 449 3,01 5 ' 
3, 1 45 1 ,770 

4,800 5 

1 955 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L4, 73.2 2.56 x 3.50 42 S-Metropolitan 
L6, 1 95.6 3. 1 3 x 4.25 90 S-Rambler 
L6, 1 95 .6  3. 1 3 x 4.25 1 00 S-Rambler fleet model 
L6, 202.0 3.00 x 4 .75 1 1 0 S-Wasp 
L6, 202.0 3.00 x 4.75 1 1 4 S-Ital ia 
L6, 202.0 3.00 x 4.75 1 20 O-Wasp 
L6, 308.0 3.81 x 4 .50 1 60 S-Hornet 6 
L6, 308.0 3 .81  x 4.50 1 70 O-Hornet 6 (Twin-H) 
V8, 320 .0 2 .81  x 3. 50 208 S-Hornet V8 

1 956 
54 Metropolitan (wb 85.0)-3,000* bui lt Wght Price Prod 

1 cony cpe 3P 1 ,803 1 ,469 -
2 htp cpe 3P 1 ,843 1 ,445 -
56 Rambler Deluxe (wb 1 08.0)-5,000 built 
( includes Super and Custom) 

1 5  sdn 4d 2,891 1 ,829 -
56 Rambler Super (wb 1 08.0) 

1 5- 1  sdn 4d 2,096 1 ,939 -
1 8- 1  Cross Cntry wgn 4d 2,992 2,233 -

56 Rambler Custom (wb 1 08.0) 

1 3-2 Cross Cntry htp wgn 4d 3,095 2,494 -
1 5- 1  sdn 4d 2,929 2,059 -
1 8-2 Cross Cntry wgn 4d 3 , 1 1 0  2,329 -
1 9-2 htp sdn 2,990 2,224 -
3564 Wasp (wb 1 1 4.3) 

sdn 4d 3,264 2,2 1 4  2 ,51 9 
3565 Hornet Special (wb 1 2 1 .3) 

sdn 4d 3,467 2,405 1 ,528 
Hollywood htp cpe 3,488 2,5 1 2  229 

3566 Hornet 6 (wb 1 21 .3) 

Super sdn 4d 3,545 2,544 3 ,022 Custom sdn 4d 3 ,636 2,777 
Hollywood htp cpe 3,646 2,888 358 

3568 Hornet V8 (wb 1 21 .3) 

sdn 4d 3,826 3,026 1 ,962 
Hol lywood htp cpe 3,026 3, 1 59 1 ,053 

-Estimated;  total Nash & Hudson 7,645. 
1 956 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

L4, 73.2 2.56 x 3 .50 42 S-Metropolitan 
L6, 1 95 .6  3. 1 3 x 4.25 1 20 S-Rambler 
L6, 202.0 3.00 x 4.75 1 20 S-Wasp 
L6, 202.0 3.00 x 4.75 1 30 O-Wasp (Twin-H) 
L6, 308.0 3.81 x 4. 50 1 65 S-Hornet 6 
L6, 308.0 3 .81  x 4.50 1 75 O-Hornet 6 (Twin-H) 
V8, 320.0 3.81 x 3. 50 208 S-Hornet V8 (through 3/56) 
V8, 250.0 3.S0 x 3.25 1 90 S-Hornet Special (3/56 on) 

1 957-3,876 bu i lt I ' 
357-1 Hornet Super (wb 1 21 .3) Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 3,63 1  2,82 1  -
Hol lywood htp cpe 3,655 2,91 1 -

357 -2 Hornet Custom (wb 1 21 .3) 

sdn 4d 3,678 3,01 1 -
Hollywood htp cpe 3 ,693 3, 1 01 -

1 957 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 327.0 4.00 x 3.25 255 S-all 



Hupmobile Hupp Motor Car  Corp.  
Detroit, Mich igan 

H u pmob i l e ' s  best year ever was 1 928 , when the 
company recorded over 50,000 reg i strat ions .  From 

there i t  was a l l  down h i l l .  After 1 932 , the company never 
p roduced more than 8000 cars an n u al ly .  I ron i ca l l y ,  the 
" Aerodyn a m i c "  ser ies i ntrod u ced in 1 934 w as amon g  
t h e  better des i g n s  o f  t h e  per iod . B u t  buyers j u st 
d i d n ' t  res po n d .  H u p m o b i l e  c l osed d o w n  m i dw ay 
t h ro u g h  1 936 , reopened to prod uce a h an dfu l of 
1 937-38 models ,  then stru g g led on  w i thout  m u c h  suc­
cess i n to 1 939 . 

Norm an De Vaux ,  H u pmob i l e ' s  genera l  m an ager ,  h ad 
bou g ht the body d i es for the defunct  fro nt-d r ive Cord 
8 1 0/81 2 Bever ly  sports sedan from A u bu r n .  He then 
proposed to b u i l d  a rear-dr ive der ivat i on , and re­
ported ly  h ad 6000 orders.  Bu t  H u pm o b i l e  was u n ab le  to 
get the reborn Cord i n to prod uct ion beyond  35 hand­
m ade  p rototypes i n  1 939.  De Vaux now approached 
G ra h am - P a i g e ,  w h i c h  ag reed to m an u fact u re t h e  
bod i es prov i ded i t  cou l d  h ave i ts own vers ion  o f  t h e  c ar .  
The deal  g ave H u pp a ready su ppl i e r  and G raham had a 
new model  to su pp lement  i ts l an g u i sh i n g  "sharknose" 
des i g n .  Th i s  cooperat i o n ,  sa id  H u pp 's  pres ident ,  J .  W. 
D rake ,  "does not  mean a merg e r  of the  two corpo ra­
t i ons. The H u pp- G raham con tract i s  a most favorab le 
one  for both of u s  as c arefu l check i n g  of  a l l p rod uct ion  
costs demonstrated that  g reat sav i n g s  cou l d  be m ade. " 
Actua l ly ,  i t  was a partne rsh i p  of desperat ion . 

H u pp 's  Cord-der ived sed an was cal l ed the Sky lark .  
L i ke G rah am 's  H o l l ywood,  i t  was i dent i ca l  w i th  the 
Cord from the cowl  bac k ,  but  had a shorter hood and 
ove ral l l ength .  Whi  Ie  the H o l lywood used a doub le  
g r i l le ,  t he  Skyl ark h ad a s i n g le ,  hor i zonta l -bar des i g n ,  
n ot u n l i ke t h e  g r i l l e  o f  t h e  l egend ary Cord i tse l f-ex­
cept that the head l amps were freestan d i n g ,  not h idden .  

Each company  u sed i t s  own e n g i ne .  I n  H u pp 's  c ase, 
th i s  was an L-head s i x  w i th  fou r m a i n  bear i n g s  and a 
d i sp l acement of 245 c u b i c  i n ches,  as opposed to 
G raham ' s  2 1 7 .8  c i d .  The H u pp powerp l an t  w as a b i t  
l i ve l ie r  than the  reg u l ar G rah am e n g i ne,  but  the  su per­
c h arged H o l l ywood h ad 1 20 bhp and w as faster .  

B ad l u c k  p l ag u ed the H u p p-G raham o perat ion  from 

H up mo bi l e  Specificat ions 
1 940 

1934 421 - 1  " Aerodyna m i c" four-door sedan 

1 940 Skylark fou r-door seda n 

the start . G raham took n i ne months to set u p  the as­
semb ly  l i ne ,  and p rod uct ion  d i d n ' t  beg i n  u n t i l  M ay 
1 940 . By that t i me ,  most of the advance orders h ad been 
c an ce led ,  and sa les were low for both com pan i es .  
G rah am g rabbed the l io n ' s  share of pu b l i c i ty w i th  i ts 
b low n  en g i ne ,  and bu i l t s i x  t i mes as many c ars as i ts 
partner. H u pp g ave u p  i n  October 1 940 ,  o n l y  th ree 
week s after 1 94 1  model  prod uct ion h ad started . J u st 
3 1 9 of the '4 1  Sky larks  h ad been  bu i l t .  Reg i strat ions  
were eq u a l l y  d i s m al : 2 1 1 i n  1 940 ; 1 03 i n  1 94 1 . 

H u pp recovered s l i g h t ly d u r i ng the w ar by way of de­
fen se contracts.  After 1 945 ,  m an ag ement e lected n ot to 
return  to the c ar bus i ness.  I n stead , the f i rm  turned to 
m ak i ng accessor ies for other auto compan i es .  

1 94 1  
R-0 1 5  Skylark Custom (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod R-1 1 5  Skylark Custom (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 

ROK sdn 4d 
1 940 Engine bore x stroke 

L6, 245.0  3.50 x 4.25 
bhp 

1 0 1 

3,000 1 , 1 45 
avai labi l ity 

S-all 

ROK sdn 4d 
1 94 1  Engine bore x stroke 

L6, 245.0 3 .50 4.25 
bhp 

1 01 

3 ,000 1 ,095 
availabi l ity 

S-all 
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Imperial Chrysler - Imperial  Division,  Chrysle r  Corp . 
Detroit ,  M ichigan 

I mper ia l  became a separate and d i st inct  make i n  
1 955,  and remai ned as such throug h  1 975. Long 

before that ,  i t  had been C h rys ler 's  most l u xu r ious 
mode l .  I ndeed , I m per ia l cou ldn ' t  shake i ts i m age as a 
C h rys ler , thou g h  i t  had some of i ts most successfu l 
years i n  the 1 950s. 

The beaut i fu l  1 955-56 models ,  based exten sively on 
V i rg i l  Exner 's  Parade Phaeton show cars an d the 
C h rysler K-31 0 ,  are recog n i zed by many today as the 
most desi rable I m per ia ls  of a l l .  Wear i n g  a d i st i nct ive 
sp l i t  g r i l l e  up  front and e leg ant ly  t r immed i ns ide and 
out ,  these big sedans and hardtops st i l l  look very good 
today. The i n famous " g u n si g ht" tai l l i gh ts were the o n l y  

Parade Phaeton show c a r  o f  1 954-56 

1955 Newport hardtop coupe 

1 955 Newport hardtop coupe 
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non-fu nct iona l  des i g n  feature ,  thou g h  the treatment 
was certai n ly d i st i n ct ive .  The '55s were powered by a 
33 1 cu b ic - i nch hemi-head V8;  the ' 56 models used a 
bored-out vers ion of the same eng i ne.  

The 1 956s rode a longer wheel base, w h i ch made 
them the longest I m per ia ls .  (Wheel base shran k  to 1 29 
i nc hes i n  1 957 . )  They were g iven tai l f i ns ,  perh aps the 
on ly  Ch rys ler p rod uct of the d ay to wear them as wel l .  
Styl i n g  was n i ce ly  i ntegrated , and al most appeared to 
h ave been a g round-up  desi g n ,  rather than the q u i ck 
face l i ft i t  was.  The on ly  s i g n i f icant  opt iona l  extra for 
1 955-56 was ai r cond i t io n i n g ,  pr iced at $567. The cars 
were com prehens ive ly  equ i pped , w i th  PowerFl i te trans­
m i ss ion standard.  Tho u g h  not in the c l ass of C h rys ler 's  
300 , I m per ia ls  were l ive ly performers yet surpr i s i n g ly 
econom ica l . I mper i al s  stead i l y won l u x u ry-c l ass l au re ls  
i n  the  Mob i l gas Economy R u n s. 

C rown I m per ia l  lon g-wheel base sedans or l i mou­
s i nes were ava i lab le  in  1 955-56 . B u i l t i n  Detro i t ,  they re­
p l aced a l l  prev ious  Dodge,  DeSoto,  and C h rys ler  long­
wheel base cars .  Tho u g h  we l l  sty led a long the l i nes of 
the stand ard I m per ial , they sold s lowly .  

For  1 957 came Exner 's  a l l -new Forward Look .  I m­
per ia l  sprouted huge  tai l f i ns  and a fu l l -w id th ,  com­
p l i c ated - l oo k i n g  g r i l l e .  I n  an  effort to  su rpass 
L i nco l n ,  then second to Cad i l l ac in the l u x u ry f ie ld ,  
I m pe r i a l added two new ser i es ,  the C rown and 
LeBaron . More e l aborate ly  tr i m med than standard 
cars,  the Crown came as a sed an , two- and fou r­
d o o r  h ardto ps ,  a n d  a new co nvert i b l e-th e  f i rst 
soft-top I mper ial s ince 1 953 . The LeB aron ser ies 
was added i n  J an u ary and compr ised a p i l l ar sedan 
and fou r-door Southampton hardtop. Both new ser ies 
were pr iced cons iderably h i g her  than the basic mode ls .  
TorqueF l i te th ree-speed automat i c  transm iss ion  (new 
that year) and a 392 Hemi  were stand ard for a l l .  

From 1 957 thro u g h  1 965,  Crown I mper ia l  l i mous i nes 
were bu i l t by G h i a  of Tu r i n ,  I ta ly .  Based on potent ial 
sales,  C h rysler cou ld no longer j ust i fy the t i me and 
space necessary to  bu i l d  such cars in  Detro i t .  Ag a inst a 
potent ia l  $3.3 m i l l ion too l i ng b i l l  at home,  G h i a  offered 
to tool Crown I mper ia ls  for o n l y  $ 1 5 ,000, prov ided 
Ch rysler  cou ld  sh i p  the bas i c  " k i t "  to Tor i no .  

Each Gh ia  l i mous ine  beg an as  an  unf i n i shed two­
door hardtop body mounted on a r i g i d  convert i b l e  chas­
s is ,  and was s h i pped wi th al l body pane ls  i n tact . G h i a  
c u t  the car apart, added 20 .5 i nches t o  the whee l base, 
reworked the structu re above the be l t l i ne ,  f i tted and 
tr i mmed the l uxur ious  i nter i o r, and f i n i shed off the ex­
ter ior  us i n g  1 50 pou nds of lead f i l ler .  Construct ion of 
each car took a month ,  and i n i t i a l de lays made the 
C rown I mper ia l  a very l ate 1 957 i ntroduct ion ,  pr iced at a 
stratospher ic $ 1 5,075.  Sales were not i m press ive :  on ly  
1 32 Gh ia  Crowns  had been bu i l t by  the  t i me the  l i ne 
ended i n  1 965 , but  a l l  of them were i m peccab ly  ta i l ored. 



I m pe r i a l ' s  best year ever was 1 957 .  Near ly  38 ,000 
c ars were b u i l t ,  a l most edg i n g  ou t  L i n co l n .  Accord­
i n g ly ,  the 1 958 I m pe r i a l w as c h an ged o n l y  s l i g ht ly .  C i r­
c u l ar park i n g  l i g h ts and a complex mesh-and-eggcrate 
g r i l l e were the ma i n sty l i ng featu res fo r t h i s  face l i ft .  The 
model  l i ne u p  was u n c h an g ed ,  but  p r ices were marg i n ­
al l y  h i g her .  Horsepower w a s  boosted aga i n .  T h e  year 
p roved to be a poor one fo r C h rys le r  p rod ucts i n  gen­
e ra l ; I m pe r i a l produced on ly  about 1 6 ,000 u n i ts .  I n  
model  years 1 959 and 1 960 , I m pe r i a l f i n a l l y  ou tsold L i n­
c o l n ,  but  these were the o n l y  t i mes i t  d i d .  Frustrat i n g  
d e a l e r s ,  peo p l e  st i l l  c a l l e d  t h e  c ars " C h ry s l e r  
I mper ia ls"-and a " C h rys ler , " thou g h  p rest i g ious , 
d i d n 't h ave the c h ar i sma of a Cad i l l ac .  

The bas ic  1 957 sty l i n g  was more exten s ive ly  face­
l i fted for '59, w i th  a toothy g r i l l e and added b r i g htwork 
a long  the s ides.  For the f i rst t i me the stand ard ser i es 

1956 Crown I mperial  l i mous ine 

195 6  fou r-door sedan 

1957 Crown convert i bl e  

Imperial 

h ad i ts own model n ame,  C u stom .  The l i ne u p  w as 
otherw i se u nc h an ged . Offered aga i n were Tors ion -A i re 
front su spen s ion , Torqu e Fl i te automat i c ,  and " Fu l l ­
T i me" power steer i n g .  A long  w i th other C h rys ler  p rod­
u cts, I m per ia l  sw i tched to the 4 1 3-c i d  wedge-head V8,  
w h i c h  prov i ded performance com parab le  to t h at of the  
Hem i ,  but  was more econom ica l  to  b u i l d  and ma i nta i n .  

Exner 's  hero i c a l l y  f i n ned I m pe r i a l s  of the ear ly  '60s 
were the k i n d of c ars that cause modern sty l i sts to g r i ­
m ace ,  b u t  they seemed perfect ly  va l id  at t h e  t i me.  They 
sold we l l ,  thou g h  not in record n u m bers .  I m per i al re­
m ai n ed str i ct l y  an a lso-ran among  l u x u ry m akes.  C ad i l ­
l ac w as t h e  overwhe l m i ng cho ice amon g  l u xu ry-car 
buyers,  L i n co l n  was a d i stant  second ,  and I mper i al w as 
u s u a l l y  an even more d i stant  th i rd .  

I m per ia l  rode C h rysler 's  l argest stand ard wheel base,  
but  u n l i ke the f i r m ' s  other  1 960 prod u cts reta i ned sep-

1957 fou r-door sedan 

1958 LeBaron fou r-door sedan 

J 
O' E legance show car from 1 958 

227 



Imperial 

Sty l i n g  c lays u nder development, probably for 1 958 

1959 Crown I mperial for Queen of England's Canadian tour 

1 960 Cu stom Southampton hardtop sedan 

arate body-and-f rame c o n st ru c t i o n .  Th i s  a l l owed 
g reater i n su l at ion between body and frame,  necessary 
i n  those days to ach i eve the level of smooth ness and s i ­
lence I mper ia l  buyers demanded . The on ly  eng ine  
avai l ab le was he ld  over from 1 959 , the  wedge-head V8 
that req u i red prem i u m  fuel and had 1 0 : 1  compress ion . 

The 1 960 l i ne was a repeat of '59 .  Th ree standard 
ser ies were offered : Custom, Crown ,  and LeBaron ,  
each separated by  about $600. Custom-bu i l t C rown I m­
per i a l l i mousi nes were sti l l  avai l ab le on  the longer 
1 49 .5- inch  wheel base. Sty l i n g  was ag a in  a face l i ft , w i th  
a new g r i l l e and a "wrapover" br ight  metal roof panel  
that extended al l  the way to the w i ndsh ie ld .  Comfort 
was the b ig  feature for 1 960, w i th a new h i g h-back 
d rive r 's seat padded in th ick  foam rubber,  adj ustable 
" spot" a ir  cond i t ion i n g ,  si x-way power seat wi th s i ng le  
rotary-knob contro l , Auto-P i lot c ru i se contro l ,  and 
automat ic  head lamp d i mmer.  Customs were uphol ­
stered in  pretty c rown-pattern nylon .  C rown u pho lstery 
was ny lon and v iny l , woo l ,  or  leather .  Wool broadc loth 
was used for LeBarons .  
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1 960 Crown I mperial  l i mousine by G h ia 

1 961  Crown Southampton hardtop sedan 

1 961 LeBaron Southampton hardtop sedan 

The 1 961  model was altered cons iderably ,  though i t  
used the  1 960 shel l .  Fi ns were the  most b l atant ever to 
appear on an I m per i a l ,  and were accompan i ed by a new 
g i mm i c k :  freestand i ng head l am ps pocketed i n  the 
c u rve of the front  fenders .  Th i s  was another i dea from 
Exner ,  who was i n f l uen ced by c l ass ic cars.  Freestand­
i ng tai l l i g hts su spended from the toweri n g  f ins were 
a lso used . The stran ge- look i n g  head l i g hts su rv ived 
through  1 963, but rear styl i n g  was g rad u al l y  i mproved 
d u r i ng  1 962 and '63. Custom, Crown ,  and LeBaron 
models were ag a in  offered , but the fou r-door p i l l ared 
sed ans were e l i m i n ated . 

Before Exner left the corporat ion du r i ng  1 961 , he h ad 
env is ioned a completely new, t runcated I m per i al for '62 
as a compan ion for h i s  downsized Dodges and Plym­
ouths of that year. Th i s  d id n ' t reach product i o n ,  
wh ich i s  fortun ate cons ider i ng  t h e  fai l u re o f  the 
c h eaper  m akes .  The p rod u c t i o n  I m per i a l ' s  s m a l l  
changes for '62 added u p  t o  a much improved appear­
ance. The f ins  were shorn down to mere n u bs of what 
they 'd  been . The new, e longated bu l let ta i l l i gh ts were 



freestand i n g ,  but  b lended better w i th  the rear fenders 
than the ear l i e r  " g u n s i g ht" versions .  Pred i ctab ly ,  sales 
were better than in '61 . 

I m per i a l  rece ived another m i l d  face l i ft fo r 1 963, 
w h i c h  i nc l u ded a new g r i l l e com posed of e longated 
rectan g les ,  a cr isp  new roof l i n e ,  and a resty led rear 
dec k .  Freestand i n g  ta i l l i g hts were d i scont i nued .  The 
sty l i st respo n s i b l e  for m u ch of th is rev i s ion  was E lwood 
E n g le ,  who h ad repl aced Exner  i n  m i d - 1 961 . The l i neup  
w as u n c h anged ,  except for the G h i a  C rown I m per i a l .  
M ode l  year prod u ct ion  tota ls  were about t h e  same a s  i n  
'62 .  

E n g l e ' s  sty l i n g  complete ly  rep l aced the o ld  Exner s i l ­
houette for 1 964 . I m per i al w as now very rem i n i scent of 
the fou r-door L i nco l n  Cont i nenta ls  he h ad sty led d u r i n g  
h i s  Ford d ays. Fende r l i nes were traced i n  b r i g htwork ,  
j u st l i ke on the b ig  L i nco lns .  A d iv ided g r i l l e appeared , 
and the freestan d i ng head l am ps were rep l aced by i n ­
teg ral  u n i ts .  The C u stom h ad not so ld  wel l  a n d  was 
e l i m i n ated , a long wi th  the South am pton desi g n at ion  for 
p i l l ar less body sty les .  T h i s  pared the l i ne down to j u st 
f ive mode ls .  Sales were exceed i n g ly g ood w i th  over 
23 ,000 u n i ts fo r the mode l  year .  Th i s  performan ce 
wou l d  not be approached u nt i l 1 969 . 

G ood sa les and the b ig  '64 redes i g n  d ictated a stand­
pat l i neup  for the 1 965 seaso n .  The o n l y  s i g n i f i c ant 
c h an g e  was a new g r i l l e w i th g l ass-en c l osed d u al 
head l i g hts.  At the New Yor k  Automob i le Show,  I m per ial 
d i sp layed i ts exot i c LeB aron O 'Or  show c ar ,  w h i c h  
u sed go ld  str i p i n g  a n d  em bel l i sh ments ,  a n d  w as 
pa in ted a spec i a l co lor , Royal  Essen ce Lau rel G o l d .  
The usua l  r a n g e  was ag ai n offered . Pr i ces were about 
$ 1 00 to $200 h i g her than they'd been in 1 964 . 

G h i a  stopped b u i l d i n g  l i mous i nes i n  1 965,  thou g h  1 0  
more C rown I m per ia l s  were constructed i n  Spai n u s i n g  
g ri l l es a n d  rear decks from t h e  '66 mode ls .  W h e n  I m­
peri a l  f i n a l l y  went to u n i t body construct ion i n  1 967,  
C h rys ler  worked out  a l i mou s i ne p rog ram with Stage­
w ay Coaches of Fort Smi th ,  Arkan sas . B u i l t from 1 967 
th rou g h  1 97 1  at the rate of about s i x  per year,  the Stage­
w ay c ars were ca l led LeB aron s  rather th an C rown I m­
per i al s .  They were m u c h  l o n g er than the i r  p redeces­
sors, h av i n g  an u n be l i evab le 1 63- inch  whee l base, by 
far the lon gest i n  the Amer ican i n d u stry .  P r ices ran ged 
from $ 1 2 ,000 to $ 1 5 ,000 , depend i n g  on  eq u i pment .  

O n ce more in  1 966, the E n g l e-styled C rowns and Le­
B aro ns  were offered w i th o n l y  deta i  I c h anges .  The 
g ri l l e was a ce l l u l ar affai r ,  each "ce l l "  hous ing  the fa­
m i l i ar e lon g ated rectan g les .  The rear deck was c leaned 
up by remov i n g  the fake spare t i re cover ,  a th rowback 
to the Exner  years. B ac k u p  l i g h ts were i nset i n  the rear 
b u m per .  The wedgehead V8 w as bored out  to 440 c u b i c  
i nc hes a n d  rated at 350 bhp .  M ode l  year prod u ct ion  
d ropped cons i derab ly ,  however .  

By 1 967 ,  C hrys ler  en g i neers h ad eno u g h  exper ience 
wi th  u n i t construct ion to be sat i sf ied w i th  th i s  approach 
for the i r  most expensive produ ct . V ast tech no log i c al 
i mprovements h ad a l so occu red , a l l ow i n g  computer­
i zed stress test i n g  of any g iven sh ape before actua l  

Imperial 

1 962 LeBaron Southampton hardtop sedan 

1 963 LeBaron Southampton hardtop sedan 

1 964 Crown Coupe hardtop 

1 965 LeBaron hardtop sedan 

1 966 C rown hardtop sedan 

1 967 Crown convert i b le 
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Imperial 

1 968 Crown hardtop sedan 

1969 LeBaron hardtop sedan 

1 970 LeBaron hardtop sedan 

construct ion . U n i body construct ion also cut wei ght by 
1 00 pounds compared to 1 966 . As a resu l t ,  the '67s were 
a l l -new and completely resty led .  A new g r i l le with a 
prom i nent n amep l ate was accompanied by sh arp front 
fenders that housed the park i n g  l i g hts.  Head l i g hts were 
sti l l  i nteg rated with the g r i l l e .  There were vert ica l  rear 

. bumpers and hor izontal "ch aracter l i nes" a long the 
bodysides.  Wheel base contracted to 1 27 i nches.  The 

Imperial  Specificat ions 
1 955 
C69 (wb 1 30.0) Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 4,565 4,483 7,840 
Newport hlp cpe 4 ,490 4,720 3,4 1 8  
cony cpe (proto) 4,600 1 
chassis 1 

C70 Crown Imperial (wb 1 49.5) 

sdn 4d, 8P 5, 1 80 6,973 45 
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fou r-door p i l l ar-type sedan retu rned w ithout a series 
n ame. Other models were cont i n ued as before. 

Vo lume d ropped for 1 968, and caused C h rysler to 
make a far-reac h i n g  dec i s ion : for 1 969-70 and beyond ,  
I m per i a l  wou l d  sh are i ts sheetmetal w i th C h rysler .  
Among the casu a l t ies of th i s  dec is ion  was the Crown 
convert i b le ,  wh ich made i ts l ast appearance in 1 968 . 
The '68s were o n ly s l i g h t ly  altered from the '67s. 
Changes i nc l uded a new g r i l l e that extended around 
the front end to enc lose the park i ng  and corner i n g  
l i g hts,  d u al mold i n g s  o n  the lower bodys ides,  and rear 
side marker l i g hts (now req u i red by the govern ment) .  
Narrow pai nt str i pes were appl ied a long the be l t l i ne on 
al l mode ls .  The 440 V8 was sti l l  standard . Dual ex­
hausts and tw i n-snorkel  ai r c leaners were offered as an 
opt ion .  

The C h rysler- l i ke cars of  1 969-70 were certai n ly the 
c leanest I m per i al s  in h i story. They h ad long , low "fuse­
l age styl i n g , "  a fu l l -w i dth eg gcrate g r i l l e ,  concealed 
head l am ps, and sequent i al turn  s i g n al s  set i nto the rear 
bumper .  Vent less s ide g l ass was a featu re of ai r-con d i ­
t i oned coupes.  Al thou gh  t h e  1 27 - i nch  wheel base w as 
reta ined,  the new styl i n g  stretched overa l l  length by f ive 
i nches,  yet cu rb  we i g ht was about 1 00 pounds  less. The 
eng i ne ,  as before, was the 350-bhp 440 V8.  A hardtop 
coupe and sedan were offered i n  both Crown and Le­
Baron tr i m ,  p l us  a p i l l ared C rown sed an pr iced ident i ­
cal ly with the Crown hardtop. LeBaron was no longer the 
$7000 sem i -custom i t  had been in  past years. I ts l i st 
pr ice was s l ashed by about $800 . Combi ned sales of the 
two LeBarons exceeded those of the Crown for the f i rst 
t ime .  Th i s  was a gen u i ne boost to sales,  w h i ch reached 
22,183 u n its in 1 969 , the th i rd best fi g u re in I m per ia l  
h i story. 

Unfo rtu n ately,  I m per i a l ' s  i ncreasi ng  resemb lance to 
C h rysler  du r i ng  the ear ly 1 970s caused sales to d rop 
rap id ly .  I n  1 975, i ts l ast year, on ly  about 9000 were b u i l t .  
The " 1 976 I m per i al "  tu rned out  to be a C h rysler New 
Yorker with a lower pr ice .  Sales i m p roved temporar i ly ,  
but  were down by 50 percent in  1 976. The I mper i al 
n ame was absent un t i l  C h rysler rei ntrod uced i t  for a 
super- l uxu ry 1 98 1  mode l . 

l imo 
1 955 Engine bore x stroke 

V8, 331 .0 3 .81  x 3.63 

1 956 
C73 (wb 1 33.0) 

sdn 4d 

bhp 

250 

Wght Price 

5,230 7,095 
avai labi l ity 

S-all 

Wght Price 

4,575 4,832 

Prod 

1 27 

Prod 

6,821 



Imperial 

Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

Southampton htp sdn 4,680 5,225 1 ,543 635 cony cpe 4,850 5,774 555 
Southampton htp cpe 4,555 5,094 2,094 M Y 1 -H LeBaron (wb 1 29.0) 

C70 Crown Imperial  (wb 1 49.5) 653 sdn 4d 4 ,865 6, 1 03 5 1 0  
sdn 4d , 8P 5 , 1 45 7,603 51  654 Southampton htp sdn 4,875 6, 1 03 622 
l imo 5,205 7,737 1 75 Crown Imperial (wb 1 49.5) 

1 956 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity l imo 5 ,960 1 5,075 7 
V8, 354.0 3 .94 x 3.63 280 S-all 1 959 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

V8, 4 1 3 .0  4 . 1 8 x 3 . 75 350 S-all exc Crown Imperial 
1 957 V8, 392.0 4 .00 x 3 . 90 325 S-Crown Imperial 

I M 1 - 1  (wb 1 29.0) Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 4,640 4,838 5,654 1 960 
Southampton htp sdn 4 ,780 4,838 7,527 PY1 -L Custom (wb 1 29.0) Wght Price Prod Southampton htp cpe 4,640 4,736 4,885 

I M 1 -2 Crown (wb 1 29.0) 
9 1 2 Southampton htp cpe 4,655 4 ,923 1 ,498 
9 1 3  sdn 4d 4,700 5 ,029 2,335 

sdn 4d 4 ,740 5 ,406 3,642 9 1 4  Southampton htp sdn 4 ,760 5 ,029 3 ,953 
Southampton htp sdn 4,920 5,406 7,843 PY1 -M Crown (wb 1 29.0) Southampton htp cpe 4,755 5,269 4 , 1 99 
cony cpe 4,830 5 ,598 1 , 1 67 922 Southampton htp cpe 4 ,720 5 ,403 1 ,504 

I M 1 -4 LeBaron (wb 1 29.0) 
923 sdn 4d 4,770 5,647 1 ,594 
924 Southampton htp sdn 4 ,765 5 ,647 4,5 1 0 

sdn 4d 4,765 5,743 1 ,729 925 cony cpe 4,820 5,774 6 1 8  
Southampton htp sdn 4,900 5,743 9 1 1 P Y 1 -H LeBaron  (wb 1 29.0) 

Crown Imperial (wb 1 49.5) 933 sdn 4d 4,860 6,31 8 692 
l imo 5 ,960 1 5,075 36 934 Southampton htp sdn 4 ,835 6,3 1 8  999 

1 957 Engine bore x stroke bhp ava i labil ity Crown Imperial (wb 1 49.5) 

V8, 392 .0  4 .00 x 3.90 325 S-all l imo 5 ,960 1 6,500 1 6  
1 960 Engine bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

1 958 
V8, 4 1 3 .0  4 . 1 8 x 3. 75 350 S-al l 

L Y 1 -L (wb 1 29.0) Wght Price Prod 
1 96 1  23 Southampton htp cpe 4,640 4,839 1 ,801 

4 1  sdn 4d 4 ,590 4 ,945 1 ,926 RY1 -L Custom (wb 1 29.0) Wght Price Prod 
43 Southampton htp sdn 4,795 4,945 3,336 9 1 2 Southampton htp cpe 4 ,7 1 5  4,923 889 
L Y 1 -M Crown (wb 1 29.0) 9 1 4  Southampton htp sdn 4 ,740 5, 1 09 4 , 1 29 
23 Southampton htp cpe 4,730 5,388 1 ,939 RY1 -M Crown (wb 1 29.0) 
27 cony cpe 4,820 5 ,729 675 922 Southampton htp cpe 4 ,790 5 ,403 1 ,007 4 1  sdn 4d 4 ,755 5,632 1 ,240 924 Southampton htp sdn 4,855 5 ,647 4,769 43 Southampton htp sdn 4,9 1 5  5 ,632 4 , 1 46 925 cony cpe 4 ,865 5 ,774 429 
L Y 1 -H LeBaron (wb 1 29.0) R Y 1 -H LeBaron (wb 1 29.0) 
4 1  sdn 4d 4 ,780 5 ,969 501 934 Southampton htp sdn 4,875 6,426 1 ,026 
43 Southampton htp sdn 4 ,940 5 ,969 538 
Crown Imperial (wb 1 49.5) 

Crown Imperial (wb 1 49.5) 

l imo 5,960 1 6,500 9 l imo 5,960 1 5,075 3 1  
1 96 1  Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

1 958 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 
V8, 4 1 3.b 4 . 1 8 x 3.75 350 S-all V8, 392 .0  4 .00 x 3 .90 345 S-all exc Crown Imperial 

V8, 392 .0  4 .00 x 3.90 325 S-Crown Imperial 

1 962 

1 959 SY1 -L Custom (wb 1 29.0) Wght Price Prod 

M Y 1 - L  (wb 1 29.0) Wght Price Prod 9 1 2  Southampton htp cpe 4,540 4 ,920 826 
9 1 4  Southampton htp sdn 4,620 5, 1 06 3,587 

6 1 2 Southampton htp cpe 4,675 4 ,9 1 0  1 ,743 
SY1 -M Crown (wb 1 29.0) 6 1 3 sdn 4d 4,735 5,0 1 6 2,071 

6 1 4  Southampton htp sdn 4 ,745 5,0 1 6 3,984 922 Southampton htp cpe 4,650 5 ,400 1 ,0 1 0  
M Y 1 -M Crown (wb 1 29.0) 

924 Southampton htp sdn 4,680 5 ,644 6,9 1 1 
925 cony cpe 4,765 5 ,770 554 

632 Southampton htp cpe 4,8 1 0  5,403 1 ,728 
SY1 -H LeBaron (wb 1 29.0) 633 sdn 4d 4 ,830 5,647 1 ,335 

634 Southampton htp sdn 4,840 5,647 4,7 1 4  934 Southampton htp sdn 4,725 6,422 1 ,449 

2 3 1  



Imperial 

1 962 Engine bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 1 967 
V8, 4 1 3 .0 4 . 1 8 x 3 .75 340 S-all CY1 -M (wb 1 27.0) Wght Price Prod 

23 Crown htp cpe 4,780 6,01 1 3,235 
27 conv cpe 4,8 1 5  6,244 577 

1 963 4 1  sdn 4d 4,830 5,374 2, 1 93 
43 Crown htp sdn 4,860 5,836 9,41 5 

TY1-L Custom (wb 1 29.0) Wght Price Prod 
CY1 -H LeBaron (wb 1 27.0) 

9 1 2 Southampton htp cpe 4,640 5,058 749 43 htp sdn 4,970 6,661 2 , 1 94 9 1 4  Southampton htp sdn 4,690 5,243 3,264 
TY1 -M Crown (wb 1 29.0) LeBaron, Stageway body (wb 1 63.0) 

922 Southampton htp cpe 4 ,720 5 ,41 2 1 ,067 l imo 6,300 1 5 ,000 6 

924 Southampton htp sdn 4,740 5,656 6,960 1 967 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
925 conv cpe 4,795 5,782 53 1 V8, 440.0 4 .32 x 3.75 350 S-all 
TY1 -H LeBaron (wb 1 29.0) 

934 Southampton htp sdn 4,830 6,434 1 ,537 
Crown Imperia l  (wb 1 49.5) 1 968 

l imo 6, 1 00 1 8,500 1 3  Y M  Crown (wb 1 27.0) Wght Price Prod 
1 963 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 23 htp cpe 4,660 5 ,722 2,656 
V8, 4 1 3.0 4 . 1 8 x 3 .75 340 S-all 27 conv cpe 4,795 6,497 474 

4 1  sdn 4d 4,685 5,654 1 ,887 
43 htp sdn 4 ,71 5 6 , 1 1 5  8,492 

1 964 YH LeBaron (wb 1 27.0) 

VY1 -M Crown (wb 1 29.0) Wght Price Prod 43 htp sdn 4,8 1 5  6,940 1 ,852 
922 htp cpe 4,950 5,739 5,233 LeBaron, Stageway body (wb 1 63.0) 
924 htp sdn 4,970 5,581 1 4, 1 8 1 l imo 6,300 1 5,000 6 
925 conv cpe 5, 1 85 6,003 922 

bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 1 968 Engines 
VY1 -H LeBaron (wb 1 29.0) 

V8, 440 .0  4 .32 x 3 . 75 350 S-all 
934 htp sdn 5,005 6,455 2,949 V8, 440.0 4.32 x 3 .75 360 O-all (dual exhaust) 
Crown Imperial (wb 1 49.5) 

l imo 6, 1 00 1 8,500 1 0  
1 964 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 1 969 
V8, 4 1 3.0 4 . 1 8 x 3 .75 340 S-all 

Crown (wb 1 27.0) Wght Price Prod 

YL23 htp cpe 4,555 5,592 224 
1 965 

YL43 htp sdn 4,690 5,770 823 
Y M4 1  sdn 4d 4,620 5 ,770 1 ,6 1 7  

A Y 1 -M Crown (wb 1 29.0) Wght Price Prod LeBaron (wb 1 27.0) 
922 htp cpe 5,075 5,930 3,974 YM23 htp cpe 4,6 1 0  5,898 4 ,592 
924 htp sdn 5,0 1 5  5,772 1 1 ,628 YM43 htp sdn 4,7 1 0  6, 1 31 1 4,821 
925 conv cpe 5,345 6, 1 94 633 

LeBaron, Stageway body (wb 1 63.0) 
A Y 1 -H LeBaron (wb 1 29.0) 

l imo 6,300 1 6,000 6 est 934 htp sdn 5,080 6,596 2 , 1 64 
1 969 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

Crown Imperial (wb 1 49.5) 
V8, 440.0 4.32 x 3.75 350 S-all l imo 6 , 1 00 1 8,500 1 0  

1 965 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

V8, 4 1 3 .0 4 . 1 8 x 3 .75 340 S-all 
1 970 
YL Crown (wb 1 27.0) Wght Price Prod 

1 966 23 htp cpe 4,6 1 0  5,779 254 
BY3-M Crown (wb 1 29.0) Wght Price Prod 43 htp sdn 4,735 5,956 1 ,333 
23 htp cpe 5,000 5,887 2,373 YM LeBaron (wb 1 27.0) 

27 conv cpe 5,31 5 6, 1 64 5 1 4  23 htp cpe 4,660 6,095 1 ,803 
43 hlp sdn 4,990 5,733 8,977 43 hlp sdn 4,805 6,328 8,426 
BY3-H LeBaron (wb 1 29.0) LeBaron, Stageway body (wb 1 63.0) 

43 hlp sdn 5,090 6,540 1 ,878 l imo 6,500 1 6,500 6 est 
1 966 Engine bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 1 970 Engine bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 
V8, 440.0  4.32 x 3 .75 350 S-all V8, 440.0 4.32 x 3.75 350 S-all 
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Kaiser K aiser- Frazer  Corp . 
Wi l low-R un, Michigan 

K aiser Motors Corp. 
Toledo, Ohio 

Henry J. Kai se r  and J oseph W. Frazer h ad a d i s­
ag reement long  befo re they went i n to bus i ness to­

gether .  In 1 942 ,  Ka ise r  was exper i ment i n g  w i th  $400 to 
$600 p l ast i c  cars and suggest i n g  that auto compan i es 
annou n ce the i r  postwar p l an s  i m med i ate ly .  Frazer 
ang ri l y  rep l i ed :  " I  resen t  a West C o ast s h i pb u i lder  ask­
i n g  us if we h ave the courage  to p l an postwar automo­
b i les when the Presi dent  h as asked us to forego al l 
work  w h i c h  wou ld take away from the war effort. Ka iser  
h as done a g reat job as a sh i pbu i l der  . . .  bu t  I t h i n k  h i s  
c h al le n g e  t o  automob i l e  men i s  as ha l f-baked as some 
of h i s  other statements . . .  I th i n k  the pu b l i c  is  be i n g  
m i s led b y  a l l  these p ic tu res o f  p last i c  models  w i th  g l ass 
tops, done by art i sts who probably wou l d n ' t  want to s i t  
u nder those tops i n  the su mmer  and sweat . " 

After the two c ame together to form Kai ser- Frazer i n  
J u ly 1 945 ,  the i r  re l at i onsh i p  appeared am i c ab le .  Both  
s i des compro m i sed . Henry Ka ise r  w as u n ab le  to b u i l d  
h i s  c heap p l ast i c  ca r  fo r  the common m an ,  but  he  h ad 
h i g h  hopes for a Kai ser w i th  to rs ion- bar suspens i on 
and front-wheel d r ive .  

The proposed front-d r ive Ka iser  K-85 u sed a u n i t 
body/c h ass i s  based on  the  convent i o n al Frazer ,  but  i ts  
d r ivetrai n and su spens ion ,  conce ived by en g i n eer  
H e n ry C .  M cCasl i n ,  were very d i fferent .  I ts 85-horse­
power eng i ne, des i g ned by Cont i nental , d rove the front 
whee ls .  Power was taken th ro u g h  a conven t ional th ree­
speed tran s m i ss ion ,  routed to the f ron t  whee l s  by a he l i ­
c al -gear tran sfer c ase, and c arr ied t o  the f ron t-mounted 
d i fferent i al by a u n iversal j o i nt .  The tors ion  bar for each 
whee l  w as a 1 . 3- i nc h  steel rod ,  44.5 i n ch es l o n g ,  r un ­
n i ng the  length  of the c ar .  The bars tw i sted to  p rov i de 
the spr i n g i n g .  U n i t const ruct ion  w as adopted , M c­
C as l i n  sa id ,  because " we needed to use more of the 
operat ion  in  the p l ant .  We h ad the weld i n g  equ i pment 
but  l ac ked l arge d i es and c ranes.  I t  w as a com pro m i se 
to get the car  i nto product i o n . "  

B ut t h e  f ront-dr ive Ka ise r  never saw p rod u ct ion .  
H u g e  prob lems deve loped-h ard steer i n g ,  g ear wh i ne ,  
whee l  sh i m my.  Wi th  so m u c h  we i g h t  over the f ront 
wheels ,  the  K-85 needed power steer i n g ,  w h i ch wou l d  
h ave added $900 t o  i t s  reta i l  p r ice .  I n  M ay 1 946, the 
dec i s ion  was m ade to drop the project .  I n stead, K- F 
wou ld  b u i l d  a conven t ional , rear-d r ive Ka iser  s i m i l ar to 
the Frazer but p r iced lower .  

Th i s  Ka ise r  Spec i a l w as i n troduced for 1 947 at $ 1 868 , 
but  the pr ice q u i c k l y  rose to ove r $2000 . I t  s h ared the  
Frazer 's  body and 1 00-bhp s i x-cy l i nder  e n g i ne .  Kai ser 
u sed a m u l t i -p iece g r i l l e that was cheaper to produce 
t h an the Frazer 's  because the p i eces were smal l e r. I t  
w as mu ndane  i n s ide ,  u s i n g  convent iona l  p i n -str i ped 
u ph o l stery.  Late i r  the  model  year, a fanc ie r  model  
c a l l ed the Ka ise r  C u stom appeared , pr i ced about $350 
h i g her  t h an the Spec i a l ,  $1 50 h i g her  than the standard 

Fraze r, and about $250 less than the top- l i ne Frazer 
M an h attan . 

W i l l ow R u n ,  Ford ' s  ex- bom ber  p l ant ,  was q u i c k l y  
converted fo r  car  prod u ct ion ,  and  K- F w as tu rn i n g  ou t  
f i n i shed veh i c les by J u ne 1 946. The o r i g i n al p l an h ad 
been to b u i l d  two Kai sers for every Frazer, but  i n  1 947 
the company b u i l t  about one  to one to sati sfy i n i t i a l or­
ders .  The c ars were bas ica l l y  u n c h an g ed for '48 ,  but  
very few C u stom s  were bu i l t .  Both  1 947 and 1 948 were 
ou tstan d i n g  years for the you n g  corporat i on . Prof i ts 
were near $20 m i l l i on i n  '47 and $ 1 0 m i l l i o n  i n  '48 .  Com­
b i ned output  put  K-F n i nth in  the' i nd u st ry ,  the best of  
any i n dependent .  

A face l i ft in  1 949 g ave Kai se r  a broad hor i zonta l  g ri l l e 

K-85 front-wheel -dr ive prototype, 1 946 

1947 Special  fou r-door sedan 

1947 Custom fou r-door sedan 
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and l arger tai l l i ghts.  Several new models were added.  
Hen ry Kaiser had thought up  the TravelerNagabond 
ut i l i ty car-a convent ional sed an with a doub le-door 
hatch cut i n to the rear sect ion and a fo l d-down rear 
seat . The eco n o m i c a l Trave l e r  and  the  l e at h e r­
upho lstered Vag abond enabled the company to bu i l d  a 
wagon-type model without the too l i n g  expen se nor­
mal ly req u i red for a separate wood- or stee l -bod ied sta­
t ion wagon . 

Two other new Kaisers for '49 were the V i rg i n i an 
fou r-door hardtop and the Deluxe fou r-door convert­
i b le ,  the fi rst postwar models to use those body sty les .  
Both were l av ish ly  upho lstered , and offered exce l lent 
v is i bi l ity because they had no steel " B "  p i l l ars. But they 
were as expensive as Cad i l l acs, and on ly a h andfu l 
were prod uced.  The ones that d i d n ' t  sel l i n  '49 were 
g iven new ser i a l n u m bers for 1 950. 

A u n ique Kaiser- Frazer featu re was a w ide range of 
u n u su al colors ,  the work of co lor  and fabr ic desi gner  

1949-50 Deluxe convert ib le sedan 

1949 Virgi n ian (or ig i nal ly  " Hard Top" ) sedan 

1949 Deluxe Vagabond ut i l ity sedan 
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Car leton Spencer .  He and K- F a lso worked w i th co lor  
research for home i nter iors wi th House & Garden mag a­
z i ne .  The resu lts were hues l i ke I n d i an Ceram ic (a v iv id  
p i n k ) ,  Crystal Green , Cari bbean Coral , and Arena 
Yel l ow .  On Kaiser ' s  Deluxe sedan , the  co lor  n ame was 
wr i tten i n  chrome scr ipt on the front  fenders.  There 
were 1 50 d i fferent i nteri or fabr ics offered by the auto­
mob i le  i ndustry in 1 949 , and K-F owned 62 of them . Of 
the 2 1 8 exter ior co lors offered that year, 37 were Kai ser­
Frazer ' s .  

Between 1 948 and '49 ,  Ka iser' s d ash board changed 
d ramat ica l ly .  I t  h ad been an i n expensive u n it w i th 
hor izontal  g auges i n  1 947-48 . I n  '49, it became more or­
n ate with a g i ant speedometer in front of the d r iver and 
a matc h i n g  c lock on the passen ger ' s  side. In De luxe 
mode ls ,  the d ash spark led w i th ch rome,  stai n less stee l ,  
and a m assive ivory steer ing  wheel w i th a b ig  sem i ­
c i rc u l ar ch rome horn r i n g .  T h e  f lashy i n ter ior  desi g n ,  
co lorfu l pai nt ,  a n d  fash ion upho lstery d i d  m u c h  to d o l l  
u p  what was bas ica l l y  a n  u n al tered '47- '48 body. 

Kaiser  C u stoms were i mproved in performance with 
o pt i o n a l d u a l  i n take  and e x h a u st m an i fo l d s  t h at 
boosted horsepower to 1 1 2 . Th i s  became standard on 
the 1 949 Deluxe,  Vagabond , and V i rg i n i an .  Kaiser h ad 
no autom at i c ;  its on ly  t ransm i ss ion alternative was 
overdr ive,  pr iced at $80 extra .  

Unfortu n ate ly ,  K-F sa les p J u meted i n  1 949.  The main 
reason was the i ntrod uct ion of brand-new postwar 
desi g n s  by G M ,  Ford,  and C h rysler , wh i le K-F had a 
mere facel i ft .  Joseph Frazer saw the on rush com i n g  
a n d  w arned ag ai nst m ak i n g  too many '49s.  New K - F  
desi g n s  were sched u led for re lease i n  ear ly 1 950, and 
Frazer 's  adv ice was to retrench u nt i l  then . But Hen ry 
Kaiser  wou l d n 't h ave i t .  "The Kai sers never retrenc h , "  
h e  sai d .  B y  th i s  t i me, the i n f l uence o f  Kaiser 's  people 
was far  g reater th an Frazer 's ,  so Joe Frazer y ie lded the 
presidency to Kaiser 's  son Edg ar ,  rem ai n i n g  on the 
board o n l y  for appearance's sake. 

K-F too led up for 200,000 u n its i n  '49,  but  b u i l t  on l y  
some 1 01,000. About 20  percent of these cou l d n 't be  so ld ,  
and h ad to  be g iven 1 950 ser i al n u m bers .  I t  i s  i m possi­
ble to separate 1 949 model year prod uct ion from 1 950's 
except to say that the ' 49s accou nt for about 84 percent 
of the total . 

By ear ly 1 950, the new '5 1  Kaiser  was i n  prod uction . 
I ts debut was set for M arch of th at year, s ix  months 
ahead of normal  i n trod u ct ion  t ime. Sales rocketed . 
C lose to 1 40 ,000 were so l d ,  ag ai nst abo ut 1 5 ,000 of the 
1 950s. From a d i smal  1 7th p l ace in the i nd ust ry in '49 , 
Kaiser shot u p  to 1 2th-the h i g hest i t  wou l d  ever 
ach ieve . 

There was reason to be enth us iast ic about the '5 1  
Kaiser .  From every an g l e  i t  was u n l i ke any other Ameri­
c an c ar of the d ay .  I t  offered 700 squ are i nches more 
g l ass area th an i ts nearest com petitor ,  and a lower be l t­
l i ne th an any Detroit car prod uced th rough 1 956 . 
Un ique  sty l i n g  was complemented by an array of bri g ht 
exter ior  co lors and exc it i ng i nter iors-ag ai n the work 
of co lor  en g i neer Spencer.  



Ka ise r  w as probab ly  the f i rst company  to real ly  push 
safety. I t  advert i sed the n ew model ' s  pad ded d ash ,  
recessed i n st ruments ,  n arrow w i ndsh ie ld  corner  posts, 
outstan d i n g  v i s i b i l i ty ,  and a w i ndsh ie ld  that popped out  
i f  struck  w i th  a force of more than 35 pou n d s  per squ are 
i n c h .  The en g i n eer i n g ,  too ,  was commendab le .  En g i ­
n eers John  W i d m an and R a l ph I sbrandt sh u n ned u n i t  
construct i o n ,  but  des i g ned a ve ry r i g i d  separate body 
for a frame that we i g hed o n l y  200 pou nd s .  A low cente r  
of  g ravi ty g ave Ka ise r  f i n e  h and l i n g ,  yet c u rb we i g ht 
was o n l y  about 3 1 00 pou nds .  M any  fe lt a V8 wou ld  h ave 
m ade the car u n beatable in the performan ce stakes.  
The l ac k  of one wou l d  h u rt Kai ser sa les as the ' 50s 
wore o n .  

T h e  face l i fted ' 52s weren ' t  q u i te ready b y  the e n d  of 
1 95 1 ; in the i n ter i m ,  Ka ise r  offered the V i rg i n i an .  About 
5500 of these were bu i l t .  They were near ly  ident ica l  to 
the '5 1  desi g n  w ith s i m i l ar body sty le  offer i n g s .  

A smal le r  l i ne u p  a n d  a m i l d  face l i ft m arked t h e  " re g u ­
l ar" ' 5 2  ser ies .  The most s i g n i f i cant sty l i n g  c h an g es 
were "teardrop" ta i l l i g hts and a heav ie r- l oo k i n g  g r i l l e .  
Ka ise r  n ow c a l l ed i ts top ser ies M an h attan (the o l d  
Fraze r model  n ame) and t h e  c heaper Spec i a l became 
the De luxe .  The l ater '52s are fa i r ly  rare : o n ly 7500 
De lu xes and 1 9 ,000 M an h attan s were b u i l t i n  the short 
p rod u ct ion  run  before the new-model  c h an g eover .  

The 1 953 Kai se r  " H ardtop" Dragon sedan was the 
most l u x u r ious  Ka ise r  of a l l ,  i n sp i red by Spencer 's  
Dragon tr i m  opt ion  f rom ' 5 1 . D i st i n g u i shed by g o l d­
p l ated exter ior  t r i m  (hood o rn ament ,  bad ges,  scr i pt ,  
and keyho le cover)  the Dragon featu red a padded top,  
u su al l y m ade of " bam b u "  v i n yl .  T h i s  tou g h ,  o r ienta l ­
sty le mater i a l  a l so covered the d ash and parts of the 
seats and door  pane ls .  Seat i n serts were done i n  
" Lag u n a" c loth , a fabr i c  w i th  a n  ob long  pattern  created 
by fash ion  des i g ner  M ar ie N i cho ls .  The Dragon c ame 
stand ard with every poss ib le  opt ion : t i nted g l ass, 
H yd ra-M at ic  d r ive,  w h i tewal ls ,  dua l -speaker  rad io ,  and 
Ca lpo i nt c u stom carpet i n g  on the f loor  and in the tru n k .  
A g o l d  med a l l i o n  on the d ash w as eng raved w i th  the 
owner 's n ame .  The Dragon w as a spectac u l ar c ar ,  but  
i ts h i g h  pr ice restr icted sa les .  On ly  1 277 were bu i l t 
a l together ,  and the l ast few were al most g iven away. 

Asi de from the D rag o n ,  chan ges for 1 953 were s l i g ht .  
Kai se r  offered a str i pped Carol i n a  model  start i n g  at 
$231 3 ,  but  so l d  o n l y  a few cop ies .  The company  adm i t­
ted the C aro l i n a' s  c h i ef pu rpose was to d raw peop le  
i nto the  showrooms .  The two-door Trave lers were 
e l i m i n ated , a long  w i th the c l u b  c o u pes.  Eng i n e  output 
went up to 1 1 8 bhp,  and power steer i ng  w as offered l ate 
i n  the season as a $ 1 22 opt i o n .  

Ka i se r  sa les were p l u m meti ng  i n  these years .  T h e  
m ake  h ad fal len  ag ai n to i t s  accustomed l o w  stan d i n g  
i n  t h e  product i on  r ace ,  scor i n g  o n l y  32 ,000 u n i ts fo r 
1 952 and j u st 28 ,000 for ' 53.  The Toledo- bu i l t ' 54 
models  were a l ast-d i tch effort , c l ever ly face l i fted by 
styl i st B uzz G r i s i n ger .  The front end was m u c h  l i ke the 
B u i c k  X P-300 show car  (one of Ed g ar Ka iser 's  favor i te 
des i g ns )  w i th a w i de ,  concave g r i l l e  and "f loat i n g "  

Kaiser 

1951 Travel e r  four-door uti l i ty sedan 

1 95 1  Deluxe club coupe 

1952 Manhattan four-door sedan 

1 953 " Hardtop" D ragon four-door seda n  

1 954 Special  two-door sedan 
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head l i ghts .  Rear styl i n g  was set off by " Safety-G lo"  
ta i l l i g hts-b i g ,  rou nded affai rs w i th  a l i g hted st r ip  run­
n i n g  up  a long the top of  the fenders.  

In an effo rt to wr i ng  more power out of i ts 226-c i d  s i x ,  
Ka i ser  bo lted a McCu l loch centr i fuga l  su percharger to 
M anhattan eng i nes. Boost i n g  power to 1 40 bhp, the 
b lower went i nto fu l l  operat ion  on ly  when the accelera­
tor was pressed to the f loor .  A longs ide the two- and 
four-door M an h attan s ,  K- F sold the u n supercharged 
Spec i al in two mode ls .  The fi rst series was a g roup of 
warmed-over 1 953 M an h attans with ' 54 front ends­
another effort to use u p  leftovers.  The second was a 
genu i ne ' 54 w i th a wraparou nd rear wi ndow l i ke the ' 54 
M an hattan 'S .  Neither vers ion d id  wel l .  

For 1 955, Ka i ser f ie lded Manhattan s on ly ,  d i s­
t i n g u i shed by a h i g her  f i n on the hood scoop and l i tt le 
e lse.  Lp,ss than 300 gen u i ne '55s were so l d .  About 1 00 
were loaded on a sh i p  bou nd for Argent i n a, where 
Ka iser  Motors hoped to keep the model i n  product ion .  
I t ' s  a tr i bute to th i s  des i g n ' s  d u rab i l i ty that i t  was bu i l t 
there as the Ka iser  Carabe l l a  through  1 962.  

Another memorable but  unsuccessfu l exper iment 
was the Ka iser Darr i n  s l i d i ng-door sports car of 1 954 , 
based on the 1 00- i nch-wheel base Henry J chass is .  
" Du tc h "  Darr i n  desi g ned i t  in  l ate 1 952,  and tal ked 
Hen ry Ka iser  i n to market i n g  i t  for $3668 . On ly  435 were 
bu i l t before company operat ions wound dow n .  

The f i berg l ass Darr i n  was beaut i fu l l y sty led ,  and st i l l  
looks good today. I n  add i t ion to the u n i que s l id i n g  
doors, i t  featu red a l andau top w i th an i n termed i ate 
ha l f- u p  pos i t ion . Fu l l  i n stru mentat ion was featured , and 
the c ar was usua l ly  f i tted with a th ree-speed f loorsh i ft 
and overdr ive,  w h i ch g ave economy of around 30 mpg . 
Yet , the Darr i n  cou l d  do the 0-60 mph spr i nt i n  about 1 3  
seconds,  and approach 1 00 mph f l at out .  The project 
was a b i g  d i sappoi ntment to Dutch Darr i n .  At the l ast 
m i n ute,  he bou g ht about 1 00 leftovers from the factory, 
f i tted some wi th  Cad i l l ac V8s, and sold them for $4350 
each at h i s  Los Angeles showroom . The Cad i l l ac­
powered cars were potent i n deed , capable of about 1 40 
mph at the top end .  

Kaiser  Specificat ions 
1 947 
K 1 00 Special (wb 1 23.5) 

1 005 sdn 4d 

K 1 0 1  Custom (wb 1 23.5) 

1 0 1 5  sdn 4d 

Wght 

3,295 

3,295 

Price Prod 

2, 1 04 65,062 

2 ,456 5,41 2 -------------------------------------
1 947 Engines bore x stroke 

L6, 226.2 3 .38 x 4.38 
L6, 226.2 3 .38 x 4.38 
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bhp availabi lity 

1 00 S-all 
1 1 2 O-Custom 

1954 Manhattan fou r-door sedan 

, ."., 

1953 prototype fo r Darr in sports car 

1954 Darr in  roadster (production model ) 

The Ka iser  i tse l f  came to an end i n  Amer ica i n  1 955, 
after 1 0  years and a loss of $ 1 00 m i l l ion . They were usu­
al ly  good cars, offer i n g  many i n novat ive featu res, but  
they never seemed to  make i t  w i th  the p u b l i c .  Edg ar 
Ka ise r  l i ked to say: " S l ap a B u i c k  n amep l ate on it , and 
i t  wou ld se l l  l i ke hotcakes. " 

1 948 
K481 Special (wb 1 23.5) Wght Price Prod 

481 5 sdn 4d 3,295 2,244 90,588 

K482 Custom (wb 1 23.5) 

4825 sdn 4d 3,295 2,466 1 ,263 

1 948 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 226.2 3 .38 x 4 .38 1 00 S-all 
L6, 226.2 3 .38 x 4 .38 1 1 2 O-Custom 
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1 949-50 1 952 Engine bore x stroke bhp ava i labil ity 

K491 Special (wb 1 23.5) Wght Price Prod L6, 226.2 3.38 x 4 .38 1 1 5  S-all 
491 1 sdn 4d 3,3 1 1 1 ,995 29,000' 
49 1 5  Traveler uti l sdn 4d 3,456 2,088 22,000' 
K492 Deluxe (wb 1 23.5) 1 953 
4921 sdn 4d 3,341 2, 1 95 38,250' K530 " Hardtop" Dragon (wb 1 1 8 .5) Wght Price Prod 4922 conv sdn 3,726 3, 1 95 54' 
4923 Virg in ian htp sdn 3,541 2 ,995 946' 530 1 sdn 4d 3,924 3,320 1 ,277 
4925 Vagabond util sdn 4d 3,501 2,288 4,500' K531 Deluxe (wb 1 1 8.5) 
' 1 949-50 production combined by factory ; approximate breakdown 84 per- 531 1 sdn 4d 3,200 2 ,513  5 ,800' cent 1 949, 1 6  percent 1 950. Estimates for body styles based on body 53 1 4  sdn 2d 3 , 1 50 2 ,459 1 ,500' n u m bers in extant vehicles. Actual 1 949-50 production : 95, 1 75. 53 1 5  Traveler uti l sdn 4d 3 ,31 5 2 ,61 9 1 ,000" 
1 949-50 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity K532 Manhattan (wb 1 1 8.5) 
L6, 226.2 3 .38 x 4.38 1 00 S-Special 5321 sdn 4d 3,265 2,650 1 5,450' L6, 226.2 3 .38 x 4.38 1 1 2 S-Deluxe 5324 sdn 2d 3,235 2 ,597 2 ,500' 

5325 Traveler uti l sdn 4d 3,371 2 ,755 
1 95 1  K538 Carol ina (wb 1 1 8. 5) 

K51 1 Special (wb 1 1 8.5) Wght Price Prod 538 1 sdn 4d 3, 1 85 2,373 1 ,400" 
5 1 1 0  Traveler uti l sdn 2d 3,2 1 0  2,265 1 ,500' 5384 sdn 2d 3, 1 35 2 ,3 1 3  400' 
5 1 1 1  sdn 4d 3, 1 26 2,21 2 43,500' 1 953 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
5 1 1 3  bus cpe 3,06 1  1 ,992 1 ,500' L6, 226.2 3 .38 x 4 .38 1 1 8 S-al l  5 1 1 4  sdn 2d 3 , 1 06 2 , 1 60 1 0,000' 
5 1 1 5  Traveler uti l sdn 4d 3,270 2 ,31 7 2,000' * Estimates based on extant vehicles. Model year production :  
5 1 1 7  club cpe 3,066 2 ,058 1 ,500' K53 1 Deluxe 7,883 

K532 Manhattan 1 7,957 
K51 2  Deluxe (wb 1 1 8.5) K538 Carol ina 1 , 1 82 
5 1 20 Traveler uti I sdn 2d 3,285 2 ,380 1 ,000' " One example found ;  volume production questionable. 
5 1 2 1  sdn 4d 3, 1 71 2,328 70,000' 
5 1 24 sdn 2d 3, 1 51 2,275 1 1 ,000' 
5 1 25 Traveler uti I sdn 4d 3,345 2,433 1 ,000' 
5 1 27 club cpe 3, 1 1 1  2 ,296 6,000' 1 954 
' Est imates based on extant vehicles. Actual total model year production : 

1 61 Darrin (wb 1 00.0) Wght Price Prod 1 39 ,452.  
1 95 1  Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 1 6 1  rdstr 2 , 1 75 3,668 435 

L6, 226.2 3 .38 x 4 .38 1 1 5 S-al l  K542 Manhattan (wb 1 1 8.5) 

5421 sdn 4d 3,375 2 ,670 3,860' 
1 952 5424 sdn 2d 3 ,265 2,334 250' 

K521 Virginian Special (wb 1 1 8.5)* Wght Price Prod 
K545 Special (wb 1 1 8.5)** 

2,085 5451 sdn 4d 3,265 2,389 3,000' 5 1 1 0  Traveler uti l sdn 2d 3 ,2 1 0  5454 sdn 2d 3 ,235 2 ,334 . 500' 5 1 1 1  sdn 4d 3 , 1 26 2,036 
5 1 1 3  bus cpe 3,061 1 ,832 K545 SpeCial, late (wb 1 1 8.5) 
5 1 1 4  sdn 2d 3 , 1 06 1 ,988 545 1  sdn 4d 3 ,305 2,389 800' 
5 1 1 5  Traveler uti ! sdn 4d 3,270 2 , 1 34 5454 sdn 2d 3,265 2,334 1 25" 
K522 Virginian Deluxe (wb 1 1 8.5)* 1 954 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 
5 1 20 Traveler uti l sdn 2d 3 ,285 2 , 1 92 L6, 1 61 .0 3 . 1 3 x 3.50 90 S-Darrin 
5 1 2 1  sdn 4d 3, 1 71 2 , 1 43 L6, 226.2 3.38 x 4 .38 1 1 8 S-Special 
5 1 24 sdn 2d 3, 1 5 1 2 ,095 L6, 226.2 3 .38 x 4 .38 1 40 S-Manhattan 
5 1 25 Traveler uti! sdn 4d 3 ,345 2,241 

*Est imates based on extant vehicles. Model year production: 5 1 27 club cpe 3 , 1 1 1  2 , 1 1 4  
K542 Manhattan 4 , 1 1 0  

K521 Deluxe (wb 1 1 8.5) K545 Special" 3,500 
521 1 sdn 4d 3, 1 95 2,537 5,000" K545 Special, late 929 
52 1 4  sdn 2d 3, 1 45 2,484 2,000" "Converted leftover 1 953 Manhattans. 
52 1 5  Traveler uti l  sdn 4d 3,369 2,643 
52 1 7  club cpe 3,045 2,296 500" 
K522 Manhattan (wb 1 1 8.5)  1 955 
522 1 sdn 4d 3,220 2 ,654 1 6,500" Manhattan (wb 1 1 8.5) Wght Price Prod 
5224 sdn 2d 3, 1 85 2 ,601 2,000" 5 1 363 sdn 4d (export) 3 ,350 1 ,021 5227 club cpe 3 , 1 85 2 ,622 500" 5 1 367 sdn 4d 3,375 2,670 226 

' Total Virg inian production :  5 ,579 5 1 467 sdn 2d 3,335 2 ,61 7 44 
" Est imates based on extant vehicles. Total Deluxe/Manhattan production :  

1 955 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 26,552. 
• • • Actual production questionable. L6, 226.2 3.38 x 4 .38 1 40 S-all 
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LaSalle Cadi l lac Motor Car Division, General Motors Corp . 
Detroit,  Michigan 

LaSa l le  was the resu l t  of G M  Pres ident Alfred 
S loan ' s  desi re to bu i l d  "a car for every pr ice and 

pocketboo k . "  In the m i d- 1 920s, Sloan detected a g ap i n  
the pr ice structure between B u i c k  and Cad i l l ac ,  and as­
s ig ned Cad i l l ac D iv i s ion the job of f i l l i n g  i t .  The mag­
n i f icent 1 927 LaSal le ,  desi g ned by H ar ley Ear l ,  am ply 
fu l f i l led al l i ts bu i lders'  hopes, and was the car that 
l aunched Earl on h i s  i l l u st r ious 30-year career as the 
company's dean of des i g n .  

Throughout  t h e  1 930s ,  LaSal le prov ided t h e  sales 
vo l u me that he l ped Cad i l l ac su rvive.  Rarely d i d  Cad i l ­
l ac /LaSal le prod uct ion surpass Packard 's ,  but La­
Sal le 's  sh are was usu a l ly  substant i al-and somet i mes 

1940 Series 52 Specia l  fou r-door sedan 

1940 Ser ies 52 Special  coupe 

1940 Series 52 Special fou r-door sedan 
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cruc i a l .  In the hard Depression  year of 1 933, the d i v i ­
s ion ' s  model year prod uct ion s l i d  to  6700 u n i ts :  LaSal l e  
accou nted for more than hal f  that total . I n  1 937,  Cad i l ­
l ac D iv is ion  bu i l t 46,000 cars :  32 ,000 of them were 
LaSal les.  

Yet LaSal le sales never real ly  sat i sf ied GM man­
agers , who wanted much more.  They m i g ht h ave been 
happy w i th 50,000 i n  1 937 , when the make rece ived a 
new V8 eng i ne ,  a longer  wheel base, and a more com­
fortab le r ide.  Then came a recess ion in 1 938 , and no­
body d i d  very we l l .  In 1 939, LaSal le  got a complete 
resty l i n g ,  more g l ass, a shorter wheel base, and an op­
t ion al metal su n roof for sed ans .  R u n n i n g  boards were 

1940 Ser ies 52 Special convertible sedan 

One of two prototypes for 1941 LaSa l le  never produced 

Updated front-end sty l i n g  of proposed '41 LaSa l le  



LaSa l l e  I I  roadste r, 1 955 show car 

removed from a l l but the convert i b le  (for wh ich  they 
were an opt io n ) .  B u t  ag ai n ,  p rod u ct ion  w as d i sappo i nt­
i n g : o n l y  a few more th an 23,000 were b u i l t t hat year .  

The LaSal l e  V8,  der i ved f rom the 1 936 C ad i l l ac Ser ies 
60, produced 1 30 horsepower  at  3400 rpm .  I ts power, 
g reater than that of the ear l i e r  stra i g ht e i g hts,  al lowed 
lower axle rat ios and smoother  c ru i s i n g .  Top speed w as 
c l ose to 90 m i les  an hou r .  

The new styl i n g  for 1 940 w as one  of the h i g h  poi nts i n  
the m arque 's  1 4-year  h i story .  I n stead of C ad i l l ac ' s  free­
stan d i n g  head l am ps ,  LaSal le ' s  sealed-beams were i n ­
teg rated i nto the fen ders .  L i nes were gent ly  rou nded , 
fu nct i o n al ,  and c lean .  Wi ndows were l arge,  and the i n ­
ter i o r  spac io u s  bec ause o f  a whee l base i n c rease from 
1 20 i nches i ri 1 939 to 1 23 for 1 940.  The trademark La­
Sal le  g r i l l e  h ad a lways been more n arrow and del i c ate 
than C ad i l l ac ' s .  The 1 940 ren d i t ion  retai ned these ch ar­
acter i st i cs  and was f l an ked by " c atw al k "  open i ng s  ( an 
idea  of  Ear l ' s) b u i l t i nto the lead i n g  edges of the front  
fen ders .  

LaSal les for 1 940 came in two ser ies ,  the 40-50 and 
the p l u sh 40-52 Spec i al .  The Spec i al l i ne was expanded 
at m id -year by a convert i b le  and convert i b le  sedan ,  the 
most e legant  LaSal les that f i n al season . 

B ut the m arque 's  exc l us ive pr ice n i che  h ad d isap­
peared by 1 940.  W h i l e  the C ad i l l ac nearest in pr ice w as 
the 62 at $ 1 685 , B u i cks  l i sted from as l i t t le as $895 u p  to 
$2 1 99 .  LaSal le ' s  or i g i n al m ar ket pos i t ion be low C ad i l ­
l ac w as be i ng covered b y  a more popu l ar G M  m ake .  

La Sa l le Specifications 
1 940 
40-50 (wb 1 23.0) Wght Price Prod 

501 1 sdn 2d 3,760 1 ,280 375 
50 1 9  sdn 4d 3,790 1 ,320 6,722 
5027 cpe, A/S 3,700 1 ,240 1 ,527 
5029 cony sdn 4,000 1 ,800 1 25 
5067 cony cpe 3,805 1 ,395 599 
50 chassis 1 ,032 

LaSalle 

LaSa l l e  I I  hardtop sedan shown at 1 955 Motorama 

C ad i l l ac D iv i s i on d i d  we l l  in 1 940 . Out of about 
37,000 c ars, LaSal le accounted for 24, 1 30. But the ju ­
n ior  make ran ked on ly  sl i ght ly ahead of  L incol n ,  and 
rema i ned far beh i n d  Pac kard . So , the most rom ant ic of 
G M 's "compan i on " c ars was d i scont i n ued for 1 94 1 , i ts 
p l ace taken by the new l ow-pr iced C ad i l l ac 6 1 . 

I n  the long  r u n ,  the dec i s ion  to d rop LaSal le  was a 
correct one .  Buyers cou ld  h ave a 1 94 1  C ad i l l ac for 
about  $ 1 300 , and the m ag i c  of that n ame was i m portant 
to dealers.  C ad i l l ac cont i n u ed to pr ice the 6 1  in l u x u ry 
terr i tory to p revent  cheapen i n g  i ts i m age .  Eventu a l l y ,  
t h i s  wou l d  h e l p  C ad i l l ac dom i n ate the f i ne-car m arket . 

LaSal le  never real ly  d ied i n  the m i nds  of des i g ners,  
thou g h .  To them i t  h ad a lways stood for d ist i n ct i o n ,  re­
f i n e ment,  and c l ass. G M  Sty l i n g  h ad actu al ly prepared 
a LaSal le  des i g n  for 1 94 1 . A pretty c ar w ith the trad i ­
t i onal n arrow g r i l le and "catw al k"  fender  i n lets,  i t  fea­
t u red th i n  hor i zontal  park i n g  l i g hts,  sp i n ner  h u bc aps,  
and a rev iva l  of the ear l ie r  LaSal le  rad i ator badge-the 
" LaS" monog ram in a c i rc l e .  In 1 955 ,  H ar ley Ear l ' s  
stu d i o  p rod u ced a fou r-door h ardtop sed an and a two­
seat roadster ,  both d u b bed LaSal le  I I ,  for that year ' s  
M otorama.  I n terest i n g ly ,  both these c ars h ad g r i l les 
composed of  vert ica l  s l ats l i ke that of the i r  1 940 fore­
bear,  and the trad i t iona l  LaSal le  badge  g raced the i r  
hoods .  I n  the  ear ly  1 960s, the n ame w as ag a in  cons id­
e red fo r w h at became the B u i c k  R iv iera.  And on ly  at  the 
l ast m i n ute was LaSal le  d ropped in  favor  of Sev i l le as 
the m o n i ker  for C ad i l l ac ' s  1 976 com pact .  

40-52 Special (wb 1 23.0) 

52 1 9  sdn 4d 3,900 1 ,440 1 0,250 
5227 cpe 3,81 0 1 ,380 3,000 
5229 cony sdn 4, 1 1 0  1 ,895 75 
5267 cony cpe 3,91 5 1 ,535 425 

1 940 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

VB, 322.0 3 .3B x 4.50 1 30 S-all 
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Lincoln Ford Motor Company, ( Lincoln-Mercury Division from 1 947) 
Dearborn, Michigan 

For L inco l n ,  1 940 was the year of the Cont i nental­
one of the most stu n n i n g automotive des igns  of 

the decade, and perhaps of a l l  t ime .  The Cont i nental  
was Edsel Ford 's  i dea, sty led by Bob G regor i e .  Edsel 
had d i rected h i m  to make i t  " thorou g h ly cont i nental , "  
com plete w ith outs ide spare t i re-hence the n ame. 

Or ig i n a l ly ,  th is new L inco ln  was a one-off custom for 
Edsel to use on h i s  an n u al vacat ion  i n  Palm Beach . B ut ,  
everyone who saw i t  that wi nter of 1 938-39 thoug ht i t  
was sen sat iona l . Scarce ly a year l ater, the  L inco ln­
Zephyr Cont i nental  was on sa le  i n  L i nco l n  showrooms. 
A coupe and cabr io let were offered at about $2850 a 
copy, and brought  customers i nto dealersh i ps by the 
thou sands .  The market i n g  p lan had been to attract a l l  
k i nds o f  customers, and  the  Cont i n ental d i d  j u st that .  

The L inco l n-Zephyr,  on wh ich i t  was based , had f i rst 
appeared i n  June 1 935 as a 1 936 model . The beaut i fu l l y 
stream l i ned desi g n  by John Tj aard a employed a u n i t  
body/chassi s t o  save we i g ht ,  and was apparent ly qu i te 
aerodyn am i c .  Althou g h  w i nd tu n nel  tests were never 
form a l l y  conducted , the prototype Zephyr-u s ing  an 
80-horsepower rear-mounted V8-performed exce l ­
lent ly ,  show i n g  less than expected w ind resi stance at 
h i g h  speeds .  

Prod uct ion Zephyrs used a very d i fferent powertrai n :  
a front-mounted L-head V 1 2 . With the except ion of a 
few h i g h-pr iced 1 940 L inco lns  that used a 4 1 4-c id  V1 2 ,  
a l l  1 940-48 models  were powered by  the smal ler  Zephyr 
V 1 2 . In 1 940-4 1 form i t  prod uced 1 20 bhp at 3500 rpm . 

The or i g i n al Zephyr en g i ne was a 75-deg ree cast­
i ron u n i t  w i th  fou r  ma in  bear i ngs ,  stee l p i stons ,  and a lu­
m i n um-al loy heads. I t  looked l i ke a new desi g n ,  but i t  
actu a l ly  re l i ed heav i l y  on the  Ford V8 .  The two eng i nes 
used many i n terchangeable parts and had ident ica l  
strokes.  But  as a "stretched" V8,  the V 1 2 was severe ly  
c r i t i c i zed , and not w i thout  reaso n .  Water passages, for 
example ,  were i n adeq u ate, caus ing  overheat i n g ,  bore 
warpage, and r i ng  wear. I n adeq u ate cran kcase vent i l a­
t ion  created o i l  s ludge bu i ldup .  Poor o i l  f low was a lso a 
prob lem . I n  1 938 , the eng i n e  was g iven hyd rau l ic valve 
l i fters, and had cast- i ron heads from 1 942,  but it never 
lost i ts reputat ion for serv i ce d i ff icu l t ies .  Had World 
War I I  not come a long ,  th i s  powerpl ant m i g ht have been 
complete ly  re-eng i neered . I n  fact, it never was. Owners 
of many 1 940s L i ncolns d iscarded the V1 2 i n  favor of 
l ater L-heads or overhead-valve V8s. 

The o ld  41 4-c id  " K "  ser ies L i nco ln  was l i sted i n  
ear ly  1 940,  but o n ly 1 33 were actual ly so ld that model 
year.  There were many styles to choose from , some 
bu i l t in q u ant i t ies of one or  two . Custom bod i es by W i l ­
loughby,  B ru n n ,  LeBaron ,  and Judk i ns  were offered . 
Pr i ces started wi th  the LeBaron sed an and ended wi th a 
Brunn  cabr io let .  The Ks were mou nted on wheel bases 
rang i n g  from 1 36 to 1 45 in ches.  E i g ht Customs (on a 
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1 38- i nch wheel base) were a lso bu i l t ,  powered by the 
Zephyr en g i ne .  

The Zephyr l i ne was L inco l n ' s  mai n  sales hope i n  
those days, but vol ume was low.  I n  the ear ly 1 940s, 
sales d ropped to around 20,000 u n its an n u al ly .  Two 
Zephyr ser i es were offered for 1 940 : the stand ard 
coupes, convert i b les ,  and sed an , and custom- i nter i or  
c l osed mode ls .  The l atter g roup  i n c l uded a spec i a l f i ve­
passenger  "town l i mous ine" bu i l t by B r i g g s  out  of a 
fou r-door sedan . The Brunn  Company a lso made fou r  
custom Zephyr town cars, th ree o f  w h i c h  went t o  the 
Ford fam i ly .  These were heavy- loo k i n g ,  with roof l i nes 

Edsel  Ford's  or ig inal  Continental ,  1 939 

1940 Continental  c lub coupe 

1940 Continental  c lub coupe 



that d i d n 't f i t  the c h i se led lower body styl i n g .  
Cont i nental bec ame a separate model  for 1 94 1  i n ­

stead o f  a Zephyr ser ies ,  a n d  prod u ct ion  i n c reased . The 
old Ser ies K was d ropped comp lete ly  in favor of the 
Zephyr-en g i ned ,  long-whee l base C u stoms .  The em­
phas is  rem a ined on  Zephyr ,  thoug h  the town l i mous ine  
w as de leted . As  i n  1 940,  some were avai l ab le  w i th cus­
tom i nter iors .  P r i ces i nc reased s l i g ht ly ,  but  sty l i n g  
changes were sl i g h t  on both Zephyr and Cont i nental . 
Zephyrs c an be i dent i f ied by the i r  fender-mou nted 
park i n g  l i g hts ; '41 Cont i nenta ls  have push button exte­
r io r  door  knobs and d i rect ional s i g n al s  com bi ned w i th  
the park i n g  l i g h ts .  

The year 1 942 was s i g n i f i c ant  for both styl i n g  and en­
g i neer i n g .  L i nco l n  adopted a new 305-c id  V 1 2 that w as 
more re l i ab le  than the en g i ne i t  rep l aced . A f l ashy face­
l i ft prefi g u red i m med i ate postwar styl i n g .  A l l  mode ls  

1 940 Zephyr  th ree-passen ger  coupe 

1 941 Conti nental  convert ib le  coupe ( "cabr iolet")  

1941 Conti nental  c lub coupe 

Lincoln 

now h ad lon ger ,  h i g her  fenders,  w h i c h  i n c reased the 
Cont inenta l ' s  length  by more than seven i nches .  He i g ht 
on  al l mode ls  was red u ced s l i g ht ly ,  but  we i g h t  went u p .  
The front e n d  acq u i red a bold g r i l l e  of hor izontal bars, 
and head l am ps f lan ked by park i n g  l i g hts on e i ther s ide.  

Prod u ct ion  in the years j u st before World War I I  h ad 
been steady ,  but  hard ly  spectac u l ar .  The Zephyr h ad 
been L i n co l n ' s  low-pr iced key to su rv iva l  i n  the Depres­
s ion-comparab le to the Pack ard One Ten/One Twenty 
and C ad i l l ac ' s  LaSal le .  B u t  Zephyr never so l d  we l l  
enou g h  to put L i n co l n  i n  the same vo l u m e  leag u e  as its 
r iva ls .  In i ts  best p rewar year, 1 937,  the f i rm bu i l t bare ly  
o n e-fou rth the n u m ber of cars Pac k ard d id ,  and 
reached o n l y  two-t h i rds the C ad i l l ac/LaSal l e  fi g u re .  
T h e  l ast p rewar L i n c o l n  ro l led o u t  o f  the factory on Feb­
ru ary 1 0 , 1 942,  and model year prod uct ion w as there­
fore s l i m  . 

• • •  
• • •  

. --

1942 Conti nental convert ible coupe ( "cabr iolet")  

1947 converti b le and Continental c lub coupe 

1948 four-door sedan 
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Lincoln 

Dur i ng  the war, Ford styl i sts were ab le to spend a l i t­
t le  t ime dev i s i ng  postwar des igns .  The " bathtub" look ,  
wh ich  wou ld  capt ivate manu factu rers in  the l ate '40s, 
evo lved q u i c k ly .  Dozens of scale mode ls  were bu i l t ;  
hund reds o f  render i ngs  were draw n .  L inco ln  concepts 
of these years were often g rotesque :  they looked , as 
one styl i st put  i t ,  as if they'd been " carved out of a bar of 
soap . "  After V-J Day, c iv i l i an prod uct ion resumed w i th  
1 942 d i es. The f i rst postwar cars were unchanged from 
1 946 through  1 948 as presentat ion  of an a l l -new L in ­
co l n  was put off u nt i l  1 949 . 

Long-whee lbase offer i n g s  were d ropped for 1 946 , 
a long wi th  several prewar sty les, such as the th ree-pas­
sen ger coupe .  A sed an,  c l u b  coupe,  and convert i b le  
were f ie lded for 1 946-48 ; c losed mode ls  were avai l ab le 
w i th  custom i nter i ors. Cont i nentals came in prewar 
form-coupe and cabr io let. A l l  L i nco l n s  cont i n ued to 
use the 1 25- i nch  whee l base and the V1 2 , wh ich  then 
produced 1 25 bhp. 

The g r i l l e was now composed of vert ica l  and hor izon­
tal bars, w i th  a L i nco l n  emblem in the upper seg ment .  A 
w i nged g lobe was adopted for the hood orn ament. The 
Cont i nenta l ' s  hood was low and c lean . Body l i nes 
f l owed back to a tapered rear deck an d a protected 
spare t i re mount i n g .  Cont i nenta ls were st i l l  good- look­
ing c ars, devoid of br ig ht metal s ide mol d i ngs .  The only 
n ame ident i f i cat ion was a modest " L inco ln  Cont inen­
tal " scr ipt at  the rear edge of the hood . The metal t i re 
cover was pai nted body color .  For 1 947,  the L inco l n  
n ame appeared o n  h u bcaps, pu l l -out  door h and les 
were used,  i nter io r  armrests were "pocket" types, and 
the hood ornament received a longer  "wi n g . "  No 
changes at a l l  occu red when the '47s became the '48s.  

L i nco ln  cons idered a new Cont i nenta l  for 1 949, but 
u l t imately d ropped the i dea and concentrated on h i g h­
er-vo l u me mode ls .  Pred i ctably ,  the '49 sty l i n g  was of 
the bar-of-soap schoo l ,  but was neverthe less a c lean­
look i n g  desi g n .  R i d i ng 1 2 1 - i n ch and 1 25- i nc h  wheel­
bases, the models  were deSi g n ated L inco ln  and L inco ln  
Cosmopo l i tan , respectively .  The base series compr ised 
a sedan,  coupe,  and convert ib le .  The cost l ie r  Cosmo­
pol i tan i n c l uded these th ree body sty les p lus  a town 
sedan . L inco ln  now d i sc arded the aged V1 2 and 
adopted an L-head V8 of 337 cid with 1 52 bhp at 3600 
rpm . Overd r ive was avai l ab le  for $96 extra. 

For its t ime ,  the styl i n g  of the '49s was d i g n i f ied .  Fend­
ers faded i n to the body on the base ser ies, and were 
e l i m i n ated comp letely on the Cosmopol i tan . Head l i g hts 
and tai l l i g hts were "frenched , "  and g r i l les were con­
servat ive. The Cosmopol i tan used a c u rved one-p iece 
( i n stead of two-p iece) w i ndsh ie ld ,  b road c h rome g ravel  
def lectors over the front wheelwel ls ,  and th i n  w i n dow 
frames.  T h i s  basi c styl i n g  wou ld carry L inco ln  th rou g h  
1 95 1 . Model  year vo l u me for 1 949 was a record 73,507 
u n its.  

The ' 50s wou ld  be a topsy-tu rvy decade for L i nco ln .  
I ts 1 950-5 1  cars were posh , bu t  bu l ky and  slow. By  
1 952, they'd be  tran sformed i nto the  taut,  powerfu l road 
mac h i nes that wou ld  rei g n  su preme i n  the i r  c l ass at the 
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Clay model proposal for '49 sty l i n g  

1949 Series 9E  L sport Sedan 

1950 Cosmopol itan Pres idential converti ble 

C arrera Panamer icana.  The l i ne was overhau led ag ai n 
for 1 956 . L i nco l n  c h an ged d ramat ica l ly  i nto a very lon g ,  
good- look i ng  h i g hway cru i ser .  From 1 957 o n ,  i t  g rew 
f i ns ,  acq u i red some l amentable styl i n g  tou ches,  and 
adopted the b ig gest e n g i n e  in the bus iness. 

The 1 950-51 Li nco l n s  comp leted the th ree-year cyc le 
for the '49 desi g n .  Eas i l y  d i st i n g u ishab le  by the i r  
sun ken head l amps (covered l i gh ts were i n tended f i rst ) ,  
they appear at f i rst to  be  b ig  M ercu rys. As  i n  1 949, the 
Cosmopo l i tan sh ared no body pane ls  with Merc u ry ,  
thou g h  the  smal ler  L i nco l n  used Merc u ry pane ls  from 
the cow l bac k .  

T h e  exp l an at ion  l i es i n  Ford ' s  postwar p lan n i n g .  
Or i g i n al l y ,  the 1 1 8- i n ch -wheel base Mercu ry was to 
have been the '49 Ford,  and the 1 2 1 - i nch-wheel base 
L i nco l n  was to h ave been the '49 M erc u ry.  Wh at 
became the Cosmopo l i tan was,  i n  fact, the p roposed 
'49 Zephyr,  w h i c h  never mater i a l ized,  of course. When 
Ford ' s  pol i cy commi ttee , led by Ernest B reech and 
H aro l d  You n g ren , u rged the adopt ion  of a shorter, 1 1 4-



1 950 Series O E  L Sport Sedan 

1952 Cosmopol i ta n  fou r-door sedan 

i nc h-whee l b ase Ford ,  the var ious  des i g n s  were al l 
moved down a notch and Zephyr was e l i m i n ated . The 
ex-Mercu ry L i n co l n  w as thus  a m u c h  cheaper c ar than 
the Cosmopo l i tan .  The l atter h ad heavy c h rome mold­
i n g s  over  the f ron t  wheelwe l l s  and a more com p l i cated 
g r i l l e t h an the  L i n co l n .  Both c ars ,  however, u sed the  
same en g i n e-a 336.7-c i d  L-head o r i g i n al l y des ig ned 
for Ford t rucks .  

F rom 1 950 to 1 954, L i nco lns  offered Hyd ra- M at i c  
t ransm iss ion  (opt ional 1 950-5 1 ) bou g h t  from arch-r ival 
G M .  W h i l e  not k nown for perform ance,  the L i n co l n 's 
spec i f i cat i o n  was good enou g h  for n i nth  p l ace i n  the 
1 950 Mex ican race . A h i g h-geared L i n co l n  a lso won the 
M ob i l g as economy run in  ' 5 1  w i th  a 25 .5-mpg average .  

The 1 950 mod e l s  featu red a brand-new d ash board 
c reated by Tom H i bbard , then ch ief  des i g ner .  An  attrac­
t ive ,  rol led affai r w i th  an ob long w i n dow cover i ng  the 
i n stru ments ,  i t  w as pop u l ar enou g h  to rem a in  in  use as 
l ate as 1 956. Lon g er rear fen ders were adopted for ' 5 1 , 
and up r igh t  ta i l l i ghts  repl aced the rou n d  1 949-50 un i ts .  

Lincoln 

The 1 95 1  g r i l l e  was s i m p l i f i ed , wheel  covers were 
c h anged ,  and horsepower w as i n creased . I n  both 1 950 
and 1 95 1 , spec i a l l i m i ted ed i t ions  were offered wi th  
c u stom i n ter iors and padded canvas tops.  In  the b ase 
L i nco l n  ser ies the spec i al w as cal l ed L ido .  Cosmopo l i ­
t a n  offered t h e  Capr i .  Not m any  o f  e i ther  were so l d .  For 
the complete ly restyled 1 952 models ,  however,  C apri be­
c ame the n ame of the u pper ser ies,  wh i l e  the former u l t ra­
l u xu r ious Cosmopo l itan became the lesser L inco l n .  

Sales were u p  a l i t t le  for 1 952-54 , but  l ag g ed m i les 
beh i n d  C ad i l l ac .  Perh aps th i s  was a resu l t  of d u l l  u n i ­
form i ty :  the same f ive models  were offered i n  a l l  t h ree 
years .  Cosmopo l i tan and C apr i  were both avai l ab le  as 
fou r-door sedans and two-door  h ardtops ; C apr i  a l so 
w as offered as a convert i b le .  Styl i ng was on the sed ate 
s ide ,  w h i c h  m ay h ave been another p rob l e m .  Neverthe­
less, these were th ree of  L i n co l n ' s  best years. 

The most s i g n i f i cant mec h an i ca l  featu re of 1 952-54 
w as a new va lve- i n -head V8, a super ior  e n g i n e  in m any  
w ays.  The c ran ksh aft, fo r  example ,  h ad e i gh t  cou nter­
we ig hts ,  rather t h an the usua l  s i x  of i ts  com pet i tors .  
The i n take valves were oversi ze ,  a l l ow ing  better breath­
i n g ,  g reater effi c iency ,  and more o utput  for every c u b i c  
i n c h .  ( I n  1 953,  t h e  L i n co l n  V 8  prod u ced 0 .64 bhp  per 
c u b i c  i nc h ,  ag ai n st 0 .63 for C ad i l l ac and 0 . 54 for the  
C h rys ler  Hem i . )  There w as a l so a deep-sk i rt c ran kcase, 
wh ich  extended below the c ran kshaft center l i n e  to 
c reate an extreme ly  sti ff su pport for the s h aft . 

There was more to the story than the en g i ne .  I n  1 952,  
L i n co l n  i n trod u ced the f i rst ba l l -j o i n t  f ron t  suspensi o n .  
T h i s  very f lex i b le ,  contro l l ab le  system w as a foreru n ner 
of su spens ions  u sed by most  c ars tod ay .  Rec i rc u l at i n g ­
ba l l  power steer i n g ,  overs ize d rum brakes,  a n  opt iona l  
fou r-way power seat, and l i beral  sou nd deaden i n g  
i n su l at ion  were a lso i ncorporated . M ode ls  eq u i pped 
w i th  opt ional factory ai r con d i t ion i ng offered f low­
th ro u g h  vent i l at ion  when the  compressor was tu rned 
off .  Fabr ics and leathers ,  f i t  and f i n i sh  were of a q u al i ty 
t h at far exceeded convent io n al Ford p rod u cts .  

Desp i te a r ather  short 1 23- i nch  whee l b ase, L inco l n s  
o f  th i s  per iod offered more room i ns ide  t h an preced i ng 
m od e l s  d id ,  and somet i mes more t h an the i r  su ccessors 
wou l d .  V i s i b i l i ty was better t h an o n  any other contem­
porary c ar except Kai ser,  and exter io r  t r i m w as notably 
free of the era's excesses. The ta i l l i g hts were f l uted , 
l i ke th ose of a l ate- ' 70s M ercedes-Benz ,  w h i c h  enab led 
them to shed water and d i rt .  Whether t h i s  w as pu re 
eng i n eer i n g  o r  j u st a l ucky  styl i n g  i dea, i t  fu n ct ioned 
extremely wel l .  

L i nco l n ' s  performance i n  M ex i co w as spectac u l ar .  I n  
the second,  t h i rd ,  and fourth Carrera Panamer ican a, the 
m ake had no  r ival  in the  I nter n at iona l  Stand ard C l ass.  
L i nco lns  took the top f ive p l aces in 1 952,  the top fou r  i n  
1 953,  and f i rst and second i n  1 954 . M ajor  c red i t  for the  
race p reparat ion  g oes to  C l ay Sm i th ,  a g i fted mec h an i c  
w h o  w as trag i c a l l y  k i l led i n  a p i t  acc i dent  i n  1 954 . Smi th  
h ad he lp  from pu b l i c i ty-consc ious  Ford , w h i ch sup­
p l i ed h i m  w ith "export" su spen s ions ,  Ford t ruc k  cam­
sh afts ,  mec h an i cal  valve l i fters,  spec i a l front  wheel  
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sp i n d l es and hubs .  and a cho ice of two rear ax le rat ios .  
The h i g her one enabled a stoc k L i nco l n  to top 1 30 mph .  
The 1 952 race w in ner ,  Chuck  Steven son , actua l ly  f i n ­
i shed the  2000-m i le g r i nd from Ju arez to  the  G u atema la  
border near ly an  hour  ahead of  the  Ferrar i  that had won 
the year before. 

L i nco ln  wasn 't  ready for a total redes ign  in 1 955,  and 
i ts l i ne that year was the most conservative in the i ndus-

1953 Capri fou r-door sedan 

1954 Capri hardtop cou pe 

1955 Capri hardtop coupe 

• 

1956 Pre m iere hardtop coupe 
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try .  The wraparound w i ndsh ie ld  was be i n g  used almost 
everywhere e lse ,  but L inco ln  d id n ' t  have i t  yet-and as 
a resu l t ,  was more pract i ca l .  Wheel base rem ai ned at 
1 23 i nches,  but wei g ht i nc reased by 50 to 1 00 pou nds .  
The company f ina l ly  offered i ts own autom at ic  trans­
m i ss ion ,  ca l led Tu rbo- Dr ive.  I nstead of Cosmopol i tan , 
the bottom l i ne was now cal led Custom ; the Capr i  re­
mai ned wi th the same th ree body styles as before .Sty l i n g  
was cr isp ,  c lean , and eleg ant .  I n ter iors were a l ux­
u r ious com b i n at ion  of q u al i ty fabr ics and top-g rai n 
leather .  Sales, un fortunate ly ,  were down for '55 :  L i nco l n  
was one of the few makes to d o  better i n  1 954 than '55 
becau se i t  wasn ' t  " new " enou g h .  

Drast ic  change occ u rred i n  1 956 . " Unm istakably L i n­
co l n , "  read the ads-but buyers had to look tw i ce to see 
vest ig es of the '55s i n  the newer ed i t ion .  Gone were the 
short wheel base and tr i m styl i n g ,  repl aced by a 1 26-
i nch-wheel base chassi s and a body seven i nches 
longer  and three i nches wider .  Capr i  became the lower 
ser ies;  the u l t imate L inco ln  was now cal led Premi ere. 
Sty l i n g  f i t  the new, e n l arged body extremely wel l .  The 
g r i l le was c lean , w i th peaked head l i g hts and s imp le  
ornamentat ion ; two-ton i n g  was conf i ned to the roof ; at 
the rear were rak i sh vert ica l  tai l l i g hts capp i n g  long ex­
haust ports and a "gr i l l e" motif dup l i c at i n g  the front  
desi g n .  The eng i ne was as new as the styl i n g ,  a 368-c i d  
V 8  w i th 285 bhp at 4600 rpm-"True power , " t h e  ads 
sai d ,  "that works for you r  safety at every speed . "  De­
spi te the i r  bu l k ,  the c ars d i d n ' t  wei g h  much  more th an 
the 1 955 mode ls .  As the on ly  company that year wi th a 
major restyle  i n stead of a mere face l i ft ,  L inco ln  d i d  we l l  
i n  '56 .  Over 50,000 cars were b u i l t  for the 1 2  months.  
This was sti l l  on ly about  a t h i rd of Cad i l l ac 's  tota l ,  but  
was encou rag i n g  to L inco l n ,  neverthe less.  

Among the changes for '57 was the fi rst ent i re ly  new 
body sty le  s i nce 1 951 , a fou r-door hardtop d u bbed the 
Landau .  L i nco l n 's response to a popu l ar Detro i t  trend ,  
the Landau was offered i n  both the Capr i  and Prem iere 
l i nes.  The Prem iere convert i b le ,  pr iced at $5381 , was 
sti l l  the most expensive model . Tai l f i ns sprouted , and 
fou r- l amp front-end sty l i n g  was adopted a bit  in ad­
vance of most compet i tors.  With 1 0 : 1  com press ion , the 
368 V8 del ivered up to 300 bhp.  L inco ln  had a good year 
in '57, but not a g reat one .  I t  so l d  sl i g ht ly  more cars than 
I m per i a l ,  and p i n ned i ts hopes for ' 58 on yet another 
total ly  new desi g n .  

Model  year 1 958 proved t o  be a bad one cons ider i ng  
the m i l l ions  i nvested i n  new tool i n g .  The economy bot­
tomed out ,  and car sales d ropped by 50 percent  or more 
from '57 leve ls .  E l sewhere at Ford ,  the Edsel was beg i n ­
n i ng i ts rap id  sl i de t o  nowhere,  Mercury sales were ru n ­
n i ng 40  percent beh i n d  1 957,  and Ford was trai l i ng  
Chevrolet by  a qu arter - m i l l i on u n i ts .The new Li nco l n s  
were longer ,  lower, and wider  at a t i m e  w h e n  l u x u ry-car 
bu yers were th i n k i n g  about more com pact d i mens ions .  
M odel  year product ion accord i ng l y  d ropped to about  
1 7 ,000. 

At the bottom of th is  ava lanche stood the 1 958 Li n­
co l n ,  longer  by s ix  i nches than the '57 ,  w i th a 1 31 - i nch  
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1956 Premiere fou r-door sedan 

Futura show car ( l eft) and 1 95 6  P rem iere h ardtop coupe 

1 957 Premiere hardtop coupe 

wheel b ase.  I t  was eas i l y  reco g n i zed , for there wasn ' t  
much e l se l i ke i t :  sh arp tai l f i n s , po i n ted front fenders 
c arry i n g  fou r  head l i g hts i n  s l anted recesses, a heav i ly 
ch romed g r i l l e ,  and g i g ant ic  f l ared b u m pers.  Under  the 
hood w as the l argest e n g i n e  u sed i n  an Amer i c an pas­
sen ger  c ar for 1 958-the 430-c i d  Cont inen tal V8 of 375 
bhp .  It cou l d  be arg ued the L i nco l n form u l a  w as never­
the less r i g ht .  Recessi on or not ,  most buyers i n  t h i s  
c l ass were sti l l  deman d i ng c ars l i ke th i s .  Yet , C ad i l l ac 
was attract i n g  more people w i th a less rad ic al face l i ft ,  
and I m pe r i a l w as g arner i ng  resi d u al sales wi th i ts  
f i nned wonders .  The two r iva ls h ad recent ly  expanded 
with n ew ser ies and body sty les,  and C ad i l l ac ' s  com­
parable models  were pr iced several h u n d red dol l ars 
lower than L i nco ln ' s .  It w as the 1 958 debac le  that ush­
ered in  E lwood Eng le  and a th ree-year  sty l i n g  p rog ram 
that c u l m i n ated in the al l -new,  razor-ed ged look for 
1 961 . 

I n  the meant i me,  L i n co l n retu rned for 1 959 w i th the 
o n l y  th i n g  i t  h ad :  more of the same. The Prem i e re con­
vert i b l e  h ad been e l i m i n ated in  '58 ,  and the l i ne u p  
stayed t h e  same for another  year. (Up  ahead i n  pr ice 
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1 957 Capri  fou r-door sedan 

I 

1 958 Pre m i e re hardtop coupe 

1961  Cont inental  hardtop sedan 

w as the Cont i n ental , st i l l  a m ake on its own and av a i l ­
ab le  i n  a s i m i l ar array o f  body sty les . )  Sales now s l i d  to 
near-c r i s i s  leve ls .  On ly  about  7800 each of  C apr i  and 
Prem iere were so ld .  For the f i rst t i me in h i story, I m pe­
r i a l su rpassed L i nco ln  i n  model year product ion ; and 
wou ld do so ag ai n i n  1 960 . M echan i ca l l y ,  the ' 59 L i n ­
c o i n s  were ' 58s w i t h  less horse power.  I n  desperat ion ,  
L i nco l n  he ld  pr i ces to  about  where  they'd been .  

For 1 960 , the two-year-o ld  bodyshel l was face l i fted 
w i th a rev i sed g r i l le and front b u m per .  The m assive 
b u m per g u ard s were moved i nw ard of the c anted head­
l i g hts.  The deck w as redes i g ned,  w i th  ta i l l i g hts and 
bac k u p  l i g hts set i nto a " rear g r i l l e" pane l , rather  than 
i n  the rear edges of the fenders.  The roof arid rear w i n ­
dow were resh aped , and a fu l l - length  bodyside mo ld i n g  
w as appl i ed . Standard eq u i pment o n  both L i nco ln  and 
L i nco ln  Premiere i n c l uded Twi n-Range Tur bo- Dr ive 
auto m at i c ,  se l f-ad just i n g  power brakes,  power steer­
i n g ,  heater and defroster ,  w h i tewal l t i res, u ndercoati n g ,  
c l o c k ,  w i ndsh ie ld  washers,  rad i o ,  remote-control  out­
s ide m i rror ,  padded i n strument  panel  and sunv isors,  
bac k u p  l i g hts,  park i ng brake warn i n g  l i ght ,  and fu l l  
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whee l covers. Premieres also came w i th power seat, 
power w indows, and a rear compartment read i n g  l i g ht .  

Better th ings  were i n  the  mak i ng  for 1 961 . I n  fact, the  
generat ion of  sed an s,  convert ib les,  and hardtops that 
beg an that year was one of the most memorable of the 
decade . A c l assi cal ly beaut i fu l  des ign  was combi ned 
wi th superb eng i neer i ng  to create the most sati sfy i n g  
L inco lns  si nce the prewar K series.  

The ch iseled styl i n g  was the work of seven Ford de­
s igners, who received the an n u al award of the I ndus­
tr i al Des igners I n st i tute i n  J u ne 1 961 . They were Eu­
gene Bord i n ant ,  Don DeLaRossa, Elwood P .  Eng le ,  
G ayle L .  Halderman , John Naj j ar ,  Robert M .  Thomas, 
and George Walker .  The 1 0 1 ,  which  rare ly  g ives pr izes 
to automob i le des ig ners, cal led the '61 L i nco l n  an "out­
s t a n d i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  s i m p l i c i ty a n d  d es i g n  
e legance . "  

Al thou gh  the new car-now cal l ed L inco l n  Cont inen­
tal-looked u n ique ,  i t  sh ared too l i n g  ahead of the cowl 
w ith that year ' s  revamped Thu nderbi rd .  Th is  cut  tool i n g  
costs for two low-product ion automobi les i n  hal f .  How­
ever ,  the Cont i nental was a b i g  fou r-door car on a 1 23-
i nch wheel base , the T-B i rd was a two-door on a wheel­
base 1 0  i nches shorter. 

Sty l i n g  of the 1 961  and l ater L inco lns  i nvolved a 
smooth- l i ned body su rface set off w i th br ight  metal 
fender str ips that ran u n i nterrupted from stem to stern ,  
p lus a modest g r i l l e  composed of hor i zontal and vert i ­
c al e lements.  The fender l i ne emphas is  made al l fou r  
fenders easi ly  v is i b le from beh i n d  the whee l ,  wh ich  
he l ped maneuverab i l i ty .  I n  front v iew,  the  w i ndows 
s loped i nward toward the roof for the g reatest ang le  of 
" tumb lehome" yet seen on a l arge American l uxu ry 
car ,  and marked one of the fi rst uses of c u rved s ide 
g l ass i n  reg u l ar prod uct ion . 

The Cont i nental convert i b le ,  offered th rou gh  1 967 , 
was the fi rst fou r-door convert i b le  sed an si nce Kaiser­
Frazer 's abort ive 1 95 1  Frazer M an h attan . U n l i ke the 
Frazer 's ,  the L inco l n ' s  s ide g l ass and w i n dow frames 
s l i d  complete ly  out of s ight .  So d i d  i ts convert ib le  top, 
w ith the help of 1 1  rel ays con nect i n g  mechan ical and 
hyd rau l i c  l i n k ages.  

As ide from styl i n g ,  the 1 961  and l ater L inco lns  were 
renowned for q u al i ty of construct ion . The man ch ief ly 
respons i b le for t h i s  was Haro ld C .  M ac Dona ld ,  ch ief 
en g i neer of Ford 's  Car and Truck G roup .  M acDonald 
created no  start l i n g  i n novat ions ,  but ref i ned and per­
fected tech n i ques that were al ready known . The new 
L inco lns  had the most r i g id  u n i t  body and chassis ever 
prod u ced,  the best sou nd i n s u l at ion and shock damp­
i n g  in mass product ion , extremely c lose mach i n i ng to l ­
erances for al l mechan ical components,  an  u n prece­
dented n u m ber of long- l i fe serv ice components, a com­
p lete ly  sealed e lectr ical  system , and super ior  rust and 
corros ion protect ion . 

F ina l ly ,  Cont i nental  rece ived the most thorou g h  
prod uct test i ng  ever app l i ed by Detro i t .  Each en g i ne 
was tested on a dyn amometer at 3500 rpm (equa l  to 
about 98 mph)  for th ree hours.  Then i t  was torn down for 
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1962 Conti nental convert ib le sedan 

1963 Continental hardtop sedan 

1 964 Conti nental hardtop sedan 

i n spect ion and reassembled .  Every automat i c  transm is­
s ion was tested for 30 m i n utes before i nstal l at ion . Each 
f i n i shed car was road tested for 1 2  m i l es and had to 
pass nearly 200 i nd iv idual c ategor ies.  Then ,  b l ack  l i g ht 
was u sed to v isua l i ze a f l uorescent  dye i n  the c ars '  l u ­
bri cants a s  a check for o i l  leaks.  A s  proof o f  t h e  Cont i ­
nenta l ' s  i nv u l nerabi l i ty ,  L i nco ln  offered a two-year, 
24,OOO-m i le warranty. 

Pub l i c  response to the new l i ne was i mmed i ate and 
sat i sfy i n g .  Sales of the 1 961  s exceeded 25,000 u n i ts ,  
and put L inco ln  ahead of I mper i al for keeps. Sty l i n g  
changes for the second and t h i rd year were m i n i ma l ,  
s ince L inco ln  had decl ared i t s  i ntent ion to  make i m ­
provements on ly  for fu n ct ion  a n d  not s i mp ly  for the 
sake of change .  The '62 had a c leaner g r i l l e than the 
1 961  wi th a n arrower central  c rossbar. Head l amps were 
not sunk  i nto the g ri l l e ,  and contou rs were removed 
from the front  bu mper.  The '63 had a squ are-textu red 



lehmann-Peterson l i mousine based on 1 9 64 Conti nental 

1 965 Conti nental  hardtop sedan 

! 

1967 Continental  fou r-door sedan 

g r i l l e ,  a resty led back pane l  app l i q ue, and i n c reased 
t ru n k  space. 

For 1 964, L i n c o l n  whee l base w as extended to 1 26 
i nches ,  a length  retai ned i n to the 1 970s. The bas ic  sty l ­
i ng  theme ,  however ,  rem ai ned the  same. A s l i g ht l y  con­
vex  g r i l l e w i th  vert ica l  bars,  a w ider  roof, a b roader rear 
w i ndow,  and a l ow-contou r convert i b l e  top were the 
o n ly m aj o r  a l terat ions .  

Convert i b les h ad a lways acco u n ted for j ust a smal l 
fract ion  of total sales,  u s u a l l y  about  1 0  percent .  L i n co l n 
wanted a more popu l ar body sty le ,  and added a two­
door h ardtop cou pe for 1 966. Pr ices were cu t  across the 
board , and sa les moved sharp ly  u pw ard as a resu l t .  The 
model  year total was more t h an 54,000 u n i ts .  A l thou g h  
st i l l  on l y  2 5  percent o f  C ad i l l ac ' s  f i g u re ,  th i s  w as a L i n ­
c o l n  record . 

A lso for 1 966, the Cont i nenta l  V8 w as bo red and 
stroked to 462 cid and rem ai ned in t h i s  form as the stan-

Lincoln 
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1 967 Conti nental  hardtop coupe 

1968 Conti nental  hardtop coupe 

1 969 Conti nental fou r-door sedan 

d ard (and on ly) l i nco ln  powerpl ant u nt i l 1 968 . At that 
po i nt ,  the c ars rece ived the 460 V8 from the Cont i nenta l  
M ark  I I I  w i th 365 bhp at 4600 rpm . 

The 1 965 L i n c o l n  had a new hor izontal g r i l le ,  com b i ­
n at ion  par k i n g  and tu rn  s igna l  l i g hts hou sed i n  the front  
fenders ,  and r i bbed ta i l l i g hts .  For 1 966 , the h ood w as 
lengthened for an i n c rease i n  overal l length  of abou t  
f ive i nc hes .  Rear  wheel  c utouts were en l arged,  and  a 
s l i g ht hop-u p appeared i n  the rear be l t l i ne .  A new g r i l l e 
and fron t  bu m per were app l i ed ;  the l atter wrapped al l 
the w ay bac k  to the front wheel  cu touts .  Another g r i l le­
and-tai l l i g ht shuff le and a spr i n g - loaded hood emblem 
d i st i n g u i shed the '67s. The convert i b l e  put  in  i ts  l ast ap­
pearance t h at year and saw o n l y  2276 copies .  

Du r i n g  1 967-68 , Leh mann-Peterson Company b u i l t 
spec i a l -o rder Cont i nenta l  l i mous i nes on a 1 60- i n ch 
wheel base. A lso,  L i n co l n  de l i vered two custom con­
vert i b l es to the U .S .  Secret Serv ice  for  off ic i a l funct ions .  
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These i ncorporated a var i ety of c l ass i f ied featu res, and 
repl aced two other cars that had been in serv ice for a 
decade. They were eq u i pped w i th a retractable p l atform 
for Secret Serv ice r iders .  The i r  rear doors were de­
s ig ned in two sect ions to al low agents to enter the mov­
i n g  car from the run n i n g  boards throu gh  a 1 5- i nch-wide 
space. The tops were made of transparent v iny l . A rear­
fac i n g  seat beh i nd the front seat, advan ced e lec­
tron ic  commu n i c at ions  systems, a PA speaker ,  a s i ren ,  
and emergency f lasher l i g hts were a l l  part of  the 
spec i f icat ion .  

I n  October 1 968 , L inco l n  de l ivered a Pres ident i al l i m­
ous ine to the Whi te House. Th is  custom had a g l ass en­
c losu re over the passenger compartment w i th a h i nged 
center sect ion  so the occu pan ts cou l d  stand u p  du r i ng  
a parade .  The  rear bumper o f  th i s  2 1 -foot Cont i nental 
cou ld  be lowered l i ke a ta i l g ate and converted i nto a 
p latform for Sec ret Serv i ce agents . The l i mous ine had 
more advanced secu r i ty ,  commun icat ions ,  and en g i ­
neer ing  featu res than any other automob i l e  ever used 
by the Wh i te House .  

Accom pan ied by  the  new Cont i nental  M ark I I I ,  the 
L inco l n  Cont inental sedan and coupe were the offer­
i n g s  for 1 968 . One of the easi est t h i ngs  to change for 
model ident i f i cat ion  are the front and rear treatments, 
so the '68s got a new hor izontal textu re at both ends .  
Front fenders hou sed th ree-fu nct ion l i g hts fo r turn s ig­
nals ,  park i n g ,  and front s ide markers. The rear l i g hts 
had fou r  funct ions ;  turn s i g n als ,  brake l i g hts ,  tai l l amps,  
and rear s ide markers.  The i r c lean des ign  b lended wel l 

1969 Conti nental ha rdtop coupe 

1969 Conti nental fou r-door sedan 
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w i th the fender l i nes and a l lowed Li nco l n  to avo id  
c l u msy,  separate s ide marker l i g hts as a means to  meet 
government mandates. 

For 1 969 , there was a new, sq u ar ish g r i l le ,  with a 
ra ised center sect ion exten d i n g  i n to the hood . A Town 
Car i nter ior  opt ion for the sedan prov i ded " u n i que ,  
super-pu ff leather-and-v i ny l  seats and door  pane ls ,  l ux­
u ry wood-tone front seat back and door t r im  i nserts, ex­
tra p l ush carpet i n g  and spec i a l n apped ny lon head l i n ­
i n g . "  Government-req u i r'ed safety eq u i pment i n c l uded 
a d u al hydrau l i c  brake system with warn i n g l i g ht ,  fou r­
way emergency f lasher,  day/n i gh t  rearv iew m i rror, and 
energy-absorbi n g  steer ing  co l u m n  and i n strument 
pane l .  Cont i nentals retai ned the 1 26-i nch wheel base , 
but overal l length had g rown to 224 .5  i n ches.  

Aside from h i dden head l i g hts and a more hor izontal  
g r i l l e desi g n ,  the 1 970 Li nco l n  was s i m i l ar to the '69 ver­
s ion .  Vent less s ide g l ass, concealed w ipers, w ider 
doors, and fu l l -w idth tai l l i gh ts were the major  d i ffer­
ences.  The 460-c i d  en g i ne w i th appropri ate emiss ion 
contro ls  rem ai ned the so le  powerpl ant .  

By the end of the '60s, the L inco ln  Cont i nental  had 
g rown apprec i ab ly  i n  s ize, i f  not i n  wei g ht .  Sales con­
t i n ued at  a respectable leve l ,  for the marq ue had made 
many fr iends among l uxu ry-car buyers .  The Cont i nen­
ta l  had a lways been a good performer (0  to 60 mph i n  1 1  
seconds ,  top speed 1 1 7  mph ) .  C lean des i g n ,  carefu l at­
tent ion to q u al i ty contro l ,  and conservat ive but thor­
ough  eng i neer i n g  had prod uced a h i g h ly desirable l ux­
u ry automob i le .  

1 970 Continental fou r-door sedan 

1970 Continental  fou r-door sedan 



Linco l n  Specificat ions 

1 940 
06H Zephyr (wb 1 25.0) 

56 Continental cony cpe 
57 Continental club cpe 
72A cpe 3P 
72A cpe 3P,  Custom interior 
72B cpe, A/S 
73 sdn 4d 
73 sdn 4d, Custom interior 
76 cony cpe 
77 c lub cpe 
77 club cpe, Custom interior 
22 Custom Town Limousine 
26 Custom Town Car 
K Series (wb 1 36 .0)* 

404A sdn 4d 
406 cpe, Wil loughby 
408 cony Victoria, Brunn 
4 1 0  rdstr, LeBaron 
4 1 2  stationary cpe, LeBaron 
K Series (wb 1 45.0)* 

407A sdn 4d , 7P 
407B l imo 
409 cabriolet, Brunn  
4 1 1 brougham 7P,  Brunn 
4 1 3  cony sdn ,  LeBaron 
4 1 5 sdn limo 7P,  Judkins 
4 1 7A berl ine 2W, Judkins 
4 1 7B berl ine 3W, Judkins 
4 1 9  l imo, Wil loughby 
421  spt  sdn ,  Wil loughby 
425 cabriolet 2P, Brunn 
'Total K Series model year production:  1 33 .  
1 940 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

V 1 2, 292.0 3.88 x 3.75 1 20 
V 1 2 , 4 1 4.0 3. 1 3 x 4. 50 1 50 

1 94 1  
1 6H Zephyr (wb 1 25.0) 

72A cpe 3P 
72A cpe 3P,  Custom interior 
73 sdn 4d 
73 sdn 4d , Custom i nterior 
76 cony cpe 
77 club cpe 
77 club cpe, Custom interior 
1 6H Continental (wb 1 25.0) 

56 cony cpe ("cabriolet") 
57 club cpe 
1 68H C ustom (wb 1 38.0) 

3 1  sdn 4d, 8P 
32 l imo 
1 94 1  Engine bore x stroke bhp 

V 1 2, 292.0 2 .88 x 3.75 1 20 

1 942 
26H Zephyr (wb 1 25.0) 

72A cpe 3P 
72A cpe 3P, Custom interior 

Wght 

3,740 
3,850 
3 ,500 
3,500 
3 ,480 
3,660 
3,660 
3,760 
3, 590 
3,590 
3,700 
3,650 

5 ,735 
5 ,61 5 
5 ,530 
5 ,505 
5 ,4 1 5 

5,880 
5,970 
6,0 1 0 
6, 1 20 
5,670 
5,950 
5,770 
5 ,840 
6, 1 40 
6,300 
5 ,870 

Price Prod 

2 ,9 1 6  54 
2,783 350 

1 ,506 1 ,256 
' ,39ft 
1 ,429 
1 ,439 1 5 764 1 , 547 ' 
1 ,8 1 8  700 
1 ,43£]--3 500 1 ,547 ' 
1 ,787 4 
1 ,750 4 

4,905 
5,926 
5,926 
5 ,3 1 3  
5,3 1 3  

5 , 1 09 
5,2 1 1 
6,947 
7,049 
5,823 
6,334 
6,028 
6, 1 30 
6,232 
7,049 
7,253 

avai labi l ity 

S-Zephyr 
S-K Series 

Wght 

3,560 
3,560 
3 ,71 0 
3 ,71 0 
3 ,840 
3,640 
3,640 

3 ,860 
3 ,890 

4 ,250 
4,270 

Price Prod 

, ,47ti=:972 1 ,557 
1 ,54 1 1 4 469 1 ,641 ' 
1 ,858 725 
1 ,54IJ--1 78 1 ,541 

2 ,865 400 
2 ,8 1 2 850 

2,704 355 
2,836 295 

avai labi l ity 

S-all 

Wght Price Prod 

3,730 1 ,650 1 ,236 3,730 . 1 ,735 

,. Lincoln 

Wght Price Prod 

73 sdn 4d 3,920 1 ,70f}--
73 sdn 4d , Custom interior 3,920 1 ,795 4 ,4 1 8  
76 cony cpe 4 , 1 30 2 , 1 50 1 9 1  
77 club cpe 3,8 1 0  1 , 7°n---253 77 c lub cpe, Custom interior 3,8 1 0  1 , 795 
26H Continental (wb 1 25.0) 

56 cony cpe ( "cabriolet") 4,020 3,000 1 36 
57 club cpe 4 ,000 3,000 200 
268H Custom (wb 1 38.0) 

3 1  sdn 4d, 8 P  4 ,380 2 ,950 47 
32 l imo 4 ,400 3,075 66 
1 942 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V 1 2 , 305.0 2 .94 x 3 .75 1 30 S-all 

1 946 
66H (wb 1 25.0)- 1 6, 1 79 bu i l t  Wght Price Prod 

73 sdn 4d 3,980 2 ,337 
73 sdn 4d, Custom interior 3,980 2,486 
76 cony cpe 4 ,2 1 0  2,883 
77 c lub cpe 3,380 2 ,31 8 
77 c lub cpe, Custom interior 3,380 2,467 
66H Continental (wb 1 25.0) 

56 cony cpe ("cabriolet") 4,090 4,474 20 1 
57 c lub cpe 4, 1 00 4,392 265 
1 946 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi lity 

V 1 2 , 292.0 2 .88 x 3.75 1 25 S-al l  

1 947 
76H (wb 1 25.0) - 1 9,891 bui lt Wght Price Prod 

73 sdn 4d 4,0 1 5 2 ,554 
73 sdn 4d , Custom interior 4 ,01 5 2 ,722 
76 cony cpe 4,245 3 , 1 42 
77 c lub cpe 3 ,91 5 2,533 
77 c lub cpe, Custom interior 3 ,91 5 2 ,70 1  
76H Continental (wb 1 25.0) 

56 cony cpe ("cabriolet") 4 , 1 35 4 ,746 738 
57 club cpe 4, 1 25 4,662 831 
1 947 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V 1 2 , 292.0 2.88 x 3.75 1 25 S-al l 

1 948 
876H (wb 1 25.0)-6,470 bui lt Wght Price Prod 

73 sdn 4d 4,0 1 5  2,554 
73 sdn 4d, Custom interior 4,01 5 2,722 
76 cony cpe 4,245 3, 1 42 
77 c lub cpe 3,9 1 5  2 ,533 
77 c lub cpe, Custom interior 3,9 1 5 2,701 
876H Continental (wb 1 25.0) 

56 cony cpe ("cabriolet") 4 , 1 35 4 ,746 452 
57  club cpe 4 , 1 25 4 ,662 847 
1 948 Engine bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

V 1 2 , 292.0 2 .88 x 3 .75 1 25 S-all 

1 949 
9EL (wb 1 21 .0)-38,384 bui lt Wght Price Prod 

cpe 3 ,959 2 ,527 
Sport Sedan 4d 4,009 2 ,575 
cony cpe 4 ,224 3 , 1 1 6  
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9EH Cosmopol itan (wb 1 25.0)-35, 1 23 bui lt 
--

cpe 
Sport Sedan 4d 
Town sdn 4d 
conv cpe 

1 949 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 336.7 3 .50 / 4 .38 1 52 

1 950 
OEL (wb 1 2 1 .0) 

L-72 cpe 
L-72C Lido cpe 
L-74 Sport Sedan 4d 
OEH Cosmopolitan (wb 1 25.0) 

H-72 cpe 
H-72C Capri cpe 
H-74 Sport Sedan 4d 
H-76 conv cpe 
1 950 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 336.7 3 .50 x 4.38 1 52 

1 951  
1 E L  (wb 1 2 1 .0) 

L-72B cpe 
L-72C Lido cpe 
L-74 Sport Sedan 4d 
1 EH Cosmopol itan (wb 1 25.0) 

H-72B cpe 
H-72C Capri cpe 
H-74 Sport Sedan 4d 
H-76 conv cpe 
1 951  Engine bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 336 .7  3.50 x 4 .38 1 54 

1 952 
2H Cosmopolitan (wb 1 23.0) 

60C Spt htp cpe 
73A sdn 4d 
2 H  Capri (wb 1 23.0) 

60A htp cpe 
73B sdn 4d 
76A conv cpe 
'Combined sedan production:  1 5 ,854. 
1 952 Engine bore x stroke bhp 
- -

V8, 3 1 7 .5  3.80 x 3.50 1 60 

1 953 
8H Cosmopol itan (wb 1 23.0) 

60C Sport htp cpe 
73A sdn 4d 
8H Capri (wb 1 23.0) 

60A htp cpe 
73B sdn 4d 
76A conv cpe 

250 

Wght Price Prod 

4 , 1 94 3, 1 86 
4,259 3,238 
4,274 3,238 
4 ,4 1 9  3,948 
avai labi l ity 

S-all 

Wght 

4,090 
4, 1 45 
4 , 1 1 5  

4,375 
4,385 
4,4 1 0  
4,640 

Price Prod 

2,52D-5 748 2,72 1  ' 
2,576 1 1 ,74 1 

3 ' 1 8� 1 824 3,406 ' 
3,240 8,341 
3,950 536 

avai labi l ity 

S-all 

Wght 

4,065 
4 , 1 00 
4 , 1 30 

4,340 
4,360 
4,4 1 5  
4,61 5 

Price Prod 

2,5°D--4 482 2,702 ' 
2,553 1 2 ,279 

3, 1 2�2 727 3,350 ' 
3 , 1 82 1 2,229 
3,891 857 

avai labi l ity 

S-all 

Wght Price Prod 

4, 1 55 3,293 4,545 
4, 1 25 3 , 1 98 

4,235 3,5 1 8  5,68 1 
4, 1 40 3,331  
4,350 3,665 1 , 1 9 1 

avai labi l ity 

S-all 

Wght Price Prod 

4 , 1 55 3,322 6,562 
4, 1 35 3,226 7,560 

4, 1 65 3,549 1 2 ,91 6 
4, 1 50 3,453 1 1 ,352 
4,3 1 0  3,699 2,372 

1 953 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

V8, 3 1 7 .5  3 .80 x 3.50 205 S-all 

1 954 
Cosmopol itan (wb 1 23.0) Wght Price Prod 

60C Sport htp cpe 4 , 1 55 3,625 2,994 
73A sdn 4d 4, 1 35 3,522 4,447 
Capri (wb 1 23.0) 

60A htp cpe 4,250 3,869 1 4 ,003 
73B sdn 4d 4,245 3,71 1 1 3,598 
76A conv cpe 4,3 1 0  4 ,031 1 ,951 
1 954 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 3 1 7 .5  3 .80 x 3.50 205 S-all 

1 955 
Custom (wb 1 23.0) Wght Price Prod 

60C Sport htp cpe 4, 1 85 3 ,666 1 ,362 
73A sdn 4d 4,235 3,563 2, 1 87 
Capri (wb 1 23.0) 

60A htp cpe 4,305 3,9 1 0 1 1 ,462 
73B sdn 4d 4,245 3,752 1 0 ,724 
76A conv cpe 4,4 1 5  4,072 1 ,487 
1 955 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 34 1 .0 3 .94 x 3.50 225 S-all 

1 956 
Capri (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 

60E Sport htp cpe 4,305 4 , 1 1 9  4,355 
73A sdn 4d 4,3 1 5  4,2 1 2  4,436 
Premiere (wb 1 26.0) 

60B htp cpe 4,357 4,601 1 9,61 9 
73B sdn 4d 4,347 4,60 1 1 9,465 
76B conv cpe 4,452 4,747 2,447 
1 956 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 368.0 4 .00 x 3.66 285 S-al l 

1 957 
Capri (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 

57A Landau htp sdn 4,460 4,794 1 ,451 
58A sdn 4d 4,349 4,794 1 ,476 
60A htp cpe 4,373 4,649 2,973 
Premiere (wb 1 26.0) 

57B Landau htp sdn 4 ,538 5,294 1 1 ,223 
58B sdn 4d 4,527 5,294 5 , 1 39 
60B htp cpe 4,451 5, 1 49 1 5, 1 85 
76B conv cpe 4,676 5,381 3,676 
1 957 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 368 .0 4 .00 x 3.66 300 S-all 

1 958 
Capri (wb 1 31 .0) Wght Price Prod 

53A sdn 4d 4,799 4,95 1 1 , 1 84 
57A Landau htp sdn 4,8 1 0  4 ,95 1  3,084 
63A htp cpe 4,735 4,803 2,591 
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Premiere (wb 1 31 .0) Wght Price Prod 1 964 
538 sdn 4d 4,869 5 ,565 1 ,660 Continental (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 
578 Landau hlp sdn 4,880 5 ,565 5,572 82 h tp  sdn 5,055 6,292 33,969 638 htp cpe 4 ,820 5 ,31 8 3,043 86 cony sdn 5,393 6,938 3,328 
1 958 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 1 964 Eng ine bore x stroke bhp availability 
V8, 430.0 4.30 x 3 .70 375 S-al l  V8 , 430.0 4 .30 x 3 . 70 320 S-all 

1 959 
1 965 

Capri (wb 1 31 .0) Wght Price Prod 

53A sdn 4d 4,823 5,090 1 ,3 1 2  Continental (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 

57A hlp sdn 4,824 5,090 4 ,4 1 7  82 h tp  sdn 5 ,075 6,292 36,824 
63A htp cpe 4,74 1  4 ,902 2,200 86 cony sdn 5,475 6,938 3,356 
Premiere (wb 1 3 1 .0) 1 965 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil it'l 

538 sdn 4d 4,887 5,594 1 ,282 V8, 430.0 4 .30 x 3.70 320 S-al l 
578 htp sdn 4,880 5 ,594 4,606 
638 htp cpe 4,798 5 ,347 1 ,963 
1 959 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 1 966 
V8, 430 .0 4 .30 x 3 .70 350 S-all Cont inental (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 

82 sdn 4d 5 ,085 5 ,750 35,809 
86 Cony sdn 5,480 6 ,383 3 , 1 80 

1 960 89 htp  cpe 4 ,985 5 ,485 1 5,766 
(wb 1 3 1 .0) Wght Price Prod 1 966 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

53A sdn 4d 5,01 6 5,441 1 ,093 V8, 462 .0  4 .38 x 3.83 340 S-all 
57A Landau htp sdn 5 ,0 1 2 5 ,441 4 ,397 
63A hlp cpe 4,9 1 7  5 ,253 1 ,670 
Premiere (wb 1 31 .0) 1 967 

538 sdn 4d 5,064 5 ,945 1 ,0 1 0  Continental (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 

578 Landau htp sdn 5 ,060 5,945 4 ,200 82 sdn 4d 5,049 5,795 33,331 
638 htp cpe 4 ,965 5,698 1 ,364 86 cony sdn 5 ,505 6,449 2 ,276 
1 960 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 89 htp  cpe 4 ,940 5 ,553 1 1 ,060 

V8, 430.0  4 .30 x 3 .70 3 1 5 S-all 1 967 Engine bore x stroke bhp availability 

V8, 462.0  4 .38 x 3.83 340 S-all 

1 961  
Continental (wb 1 23.0) Wght Price Prod 1 968 

53A htp sdn 4 ,927 6,067 22,303 Cont inental (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 

57C htp sdn ,  special model 4 8 1  htp cpe 4 ,883 5 ,736 9,4 1 5  
74A cony sdn 5 ,2 1 5 6 ,7 1 3  2 ,857 82 sdn 4d 4,978 5 ,970 29,7 1 9 
1 96 1  Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 1 968 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 430.0  4 .30 x 3 .70 300 S-all V8, 460 .0  4 .36 x 3.85 365 S-al l 

1 962 1 969 
Continental (wb 1 23.0) Wght Price Prod Continental (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 

53A htp sdn 4 ,966 6,074 27,849 8 1  htp cpe 4,9 1 0 5,830 9,032 
74A cony sdn 5 ,370 6,720 3,2 1 2  82 sdn 4d 5 ,005 6,063 29,258 
1 962 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 1 969 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

V8, 430.0 4.30 x 3.70 300 S-al l V8, 460 .0  4 .36 x 3.85 365 S-all 

1 963 1 970 
Continental (wb 1 23.0) Wght Price Prod Continental (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 

53A htp sdn 4,936 6,270 28,095 8 1  htp cpe 4,669 5,976 9,073 
74A cony sdn 5,340 6,91 6 3, 1 38 82 sdn 4d 4 ,7 1 9  6,21 1 28,622 
1 963 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 1 970 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 430.0 4 .30 x 3. 70 320 S-all V8 , 460.0  4 .36 x 3.85 365 S-all 

2 5 1  



Mercury Ford Motor Company ( Lincoln-Mercury Division from 1 947) 
Dearborn, Michigan 

Mercury was conceived l argely by Edsel Ford , who 
saw a p lace for it  in the market some t ime before 

h i s  father d i d .  I t  was announced i n  l ate 1 938 as a '39 
mode l .  I n  pr i ce, Mercury was i n  the same f ie ld  as the 
e ig ht-cyl i n der Pont iac and somewhat below Ol dsmo­
b i l e ,  prec i se ly  where Edsel Ford wanted i t-and where 
Ford Motor Company needed i t .  Wh i l e  Merc u ry never 
approached the vo lume of those popu l ar GM makes, it 
d i d  average about 80,000 cars per year in the early '40s.  
This put i t  in 1 2th or 1 3th p l ace in the i ndustry, and 
brou ght  the corporat ion i mportant sales in the market 
sector between Li ncol n-Zephyr and Ford . 

• The en g i ne i n trodu ced with the or i g i n al Merc ury re­
ma ined i n  prod uct ion th rough 1 948 . It was an L-head V8 
s l i ght ly  l arger than the Ford V8/85,  hav i n g  the same 
bore but a longer  stroke.  Unt i l 1 942,  i t  prod uced 95 
horsepower at 3600 rpm ; from 1 942 thro u g h  '48 , output 
was 1 00 bhp at 3800 rpm . Merc u ry qu ick l y  g ai ned a rep­
utat ion for performance eq ua l  to its n ame.  Wel l -tuned 
models i n  stock form were qu icker than the V8/85, and 
were usua l ly  capab le  of turn i ng c lose to 1 00 mph .  

Merc u ry 's  whee l base was not  much longer  than the 
more expen sive Ford 's ,  but i t  was suff ic ient to bal ance 
the l i nes and make the car look l arger than the Ford . 
The dash was s i m i lar  to Ford 's ,  us i ng  st ri p-type i nstru­
ments.  Mercu ry exc l ai med about i ts co l u m n-mou nted 
gear lever . 

The car 's 1 940 sty l i n g  was Ford- l i ke :  a cr isp,  poi nted 
nose ; f l ush-mou nted head l amps ;  and rou nded l i nes 
that tapered to a beet le  bac k .  There were f ive body 
sty les priced from $946 to $1 21 2 .  The convert i b le  sed an 
was a new add i t ion  for 1 940 : the heav iest and most ex­
pensive model i n  the l i ne .  But  the convert ib le  sedan 's  
popu l ar i ty had dec l i ned by the ear ly  '40s, so Mercu ry 
d i scont i n ued i ts vers ion the fo l low i n g  year after a run of 
on ly  about 1 000 u n its .  

Sales were br isk in 1 940, and Mercury looked for sti l l  
g reater success w i th i ts restyled '41  l i ne .  Seven d i ffer­
ent models were offered , i n c l u d i n g  a 2/4-passenger 
coupe, bus i ness coupe, and stat ion wagon .  Styl i n g ,  
ag ai n i n  the Ford mo l d ,  was c h u n ky and awkward . 
Longer ,  h i g her,  squ ared-off fenders were accompan ied 
by a d iv ider-bar g r i l l e and fender-mou nted park i n g  
l i g hts .  

Merc u ry tr ied harder i n  1 942 w i th a ser ious facel i ft ,  
1 00-bhp eng i nes, and a c l utc h l ess transm i ss ion cal led 
L iq u i d m at ic .  But the war prevented a fu l l  model r u n .  
C h rome was " i n , "  at least before government reg u l a­
t ions restr icted i ts use.  The '42s wo re a broad , g l i ttery 
two-sect ion g r i l l e composed of massive hor izontal 
bars . Dou b le  chrome bands were app l ied to front and 
rear fenders, and a br ight  bel t l i ne mold i n g  ran com­
p letely around the hood . Park i n g  l i g hts were sh i fted i n ­
board , b u t  prom i nent ch rome mo l d i n g s  remai ned o n  
the tops o f  the front fenders. The general  effect was 

252 

busier than the '41 desi g n ,  wh ich  had been bus ier  than 
the 1 940 . D ist i nct ly more el aborate styl i n g  seemed to be 
develop i n g .  

At the c lose o f  the war,  when Henry Ford I I  retu rned 
from the Navy to run the f i rm ,  Ford Motor Company 
moved back qu ick ly i n to c iv i l i an car prod uct ion .  Mer­
c u ry reached tenth pl ace i n  1 946, prod u c i n g  86,808 
u n i ts .  Though p lans had been l ai d  for an a l l -new post­
war desi g n ,  the company dec ided to stay w i th i ts pre­
war model for a few years. The '46 Merc u ry was there­
fore q u i te s i m i l ar to the '42 .  The i n board park i n g  l i g hts 
and two-band fender mo l d i n g s  rem ai ned ,  but the g r i l l e 
was resh aped wi th  a vert ical -bar mot i f ,  and the hood 
orn ament was b l ended i nto the hood . The words 
" Merc u ry E ight"  were prom inent ly  d i sp layed front 
and center. Mechan ica l ly ,  the car was u n changed .  
A poss ib le  d i sadvantage was that i t  st i l l  sh ared 
i ts en g i ne w ith the lower-pr i ced Ford . 

I n  1 946, the bus i ness coupe was repl aced by the 
novel Spo rtsm an convert i b le ,  comparab le to Ford ' s  
Sportsman . Desi g n ated model  7 1 , i t  was a convert i b le  
coupe with woodwork-m ap le or  yel low b i rch fram i n g  
mahog any i nserts. T h e  panel i n g  was structural , not 
merely decorat ive .  Th i s  created a prob lem at the rear, 
where the stand ard prod uct ion fenders co u l d  not be f i t­
ted . To solve th i s , the company used 1 94 1  sed an del iv­
ery fenders,  and des ig ned the wooden structure around 
them.  The frame was constructed of  so l id wood , m it red 
together wi th  beaut i fu l  craftsm ansh i p  and fi n i shed wi th  
m u l t ip le  coats of  varn ish .  

The Mercu ry Sportsman cost over $200 more than i t s  
Ford counterpart. Ford prod uced qu i te a few, but  M er­
c u ry made on ly  205. Ford con t i n ued the Sportsm an 
throu g h  1 948, but i t  was d ropped from the M ercu ry l i ne­
up  after '46. 

An i m portant corporate real i g nment in 1 947 was the 
org an i zat ion of L i ncol n-Merc u ry D iv is i o n .  Up to that 
t i me, L inco ln  and Merc u ry had been i n tr i ns ic  parts of 
Ford ,  but Henry Ford I I  decided that the two makes 
cou ld be more compet i t ive as an autonomou s opera­
t ion , i n  the sty le of the var ious G eneral  Motors d iv i ­
s ions .  L inco l n-M ercu ry has remai ned a separate d iv i ­
s ion  ever si nce.  

The 1 947 Mercu rys were proof that raw mater ia ls  that 
had been scarce du r i ng  World War I I  were now i n  
g reater supp ly :  al u m i n u m  p istons and hood orn ament,  
ch rome-p l ated i nter ior  h ardware, and a ch rome g ri l l e 
frame rather than a pai nted one.  Dash board g auges 
were more leg i b le  than before, hav i n g  s i l ver letters on 
b lack  backg rou nds .  The be l t l i ne mo l d i n g  no longer  
wrapped around the hood,  but  stopped j ust ahead of the 
cow l .  Body styles decreased to f ive with the de let ion of 
the Sportsm an . Pr i ces i ncreased by about $1 50 model 
for model . Prod u ct ion of the g l i ttery '47s d i d n ' t  beg i n  
unt i l Febru ary of that year, so model year output was 



1940 con vert i ble  sedan 

1 94 1  Town Sedan 

1942 convert ib le  coupe 

about the same as the year before .  
No c h anges at al l were recorded for 1 948,  and the 

o n l y  ident i f i cat ion  for these mode ls  w as the i r  ser i a l 
n u m bers .  M ercu ry offered the same body sty les and 
pr ices ( l ess the two-door sedan ) ,  and sold 1 948-model  
c ars f rom November 1 947 u nt i  I m i d -Apr i  I 1 948 , when 
the '49s appeared . As a resu l t ,  1 948 p rod u ct ion w as the 
l owest for any postwar year .  

M e rc u ry w as fu l l y resty led for '49 w i th smooth,  c u rv­
i n g  l i nes th at m ade  i t  appear m u c h  longer  than before­
thou g h  its 1 1 8- i n c h  whee l b ase w as the same as before. 
In fact, i t  sh ared its bodyshe l l  with the s m al le r  1 949 L i n ­
co l n .  I n i t i a l p l an n i n g  h ad ca l led for a n e w  L i n co l n ­
Zephyr i n  th i s  posit ion . Merc u ry was t o  u se a 1 1 6- i n c h  
wheel base a n d  Ford a shorter o n e .  B ut man agement 
dec ided a s m al l e r  Ford w as u n n ecessary, so the Zephyr 
w as d ropped in favor of the new M ercu ry .  Sty l i n g  w as 
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Wart i me proposal for postwar front-end sty l i n g  

1 947 Town Sedan 

1949 restyle  tak i n g  shape on 1 946 clay model 

good-c lean , massive,  stream l i ned . The new g r i l l e re­
tai ned a rese m b l an ce to the '48 desi g n ,  but  w as lower 
and w i der ,  and had a fai red- i n  c av i ty .  A s i n g l e  p iece of 
b r ight  metal  decorated the f lanks .  Overal l ,  i t  was a 
p leasi n g  sty le  that st i l l  looks good tod ay .  The 1 949 
mode ls  q u i c k l y  became hot i tems among c u stom izers ,  
who g ave them spec i al g r i l l es ,  l owered bod ies,  and 
sk i rted rear fenders .  The tai l -d rag g i n g c u stom M erc ,  
w i th  c r u i ser  sk i rts, foxtai l ,  and fog l i g hts,  became a 
com mon s i g ht arou nd h i g h  schools  I n  the ' 50s .  

The 1 949 Merc u ry a lso benef i ted from a heft ier  en­
g i n e :  the L-head had been st roked 0 .25 i n ch for  a d i s­
p l acement of 255.4 c u b i c  i n ches ,  and de l ivered 1 1 0  bh p 
at 3600 rpm . Dua l  downd raft Ho l l ey carbu retors were 
stand ard . M ercu ry thus  bec ame a gen u i ne 1 00-mph car 
for the f i rst t ime .  A lso i nt roduced was an automat ic  over­
d r ive opt ion p r i ced at $97 ,  teamed up wi th  a 4 . 27 : 1  rear 
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ax le  rat io i nstead of the stan dard 3 .90 : 1 . Mercury re­
mai ned a one-ser ies make. There were no "de luxe" 
vers ions u nti l 1 950. 

The 1 949-5 1 Mercury was an excel l ent val ue ,  cons id­
er i ng i t  was sty led l i ke the L inco ln  but had a lower 
pr ice .  I ts V8 was about 1 2  percent l arger than Ford 's  
and offered 1 5  more horsepower. M any fe lt t h i s  made 
up  for the Mercu ry's  extra 300-some pou nds in c u rb 
we ight .  

Essent ia l ly ,  the  1 950-5 1  l i ne consi sted of on ly  one se­
r ies,  but w i th i n  it was a variety of new offer i ngs .  These 
i n c l uded the Monterey, a low-prod uct ion sport coupe 
w i th spec i a l t r im and a padded top of e i ther canvas or 
leather .  Mercury wou ld  get a true hardtop, but some­
what l ater than i ts GM and C h rysler com pet i tors .  Mon­
terey f i l led the gap i n  the meanti me.  

The 1 950 and '51  models  were very much al i ke .  The 

1 949 eight-passenger station wagon 

1949 converti ble 

1950 cou pe 
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'51 had a sem i c i rc u l ar c rest and Mercu ry name above 
the g r i l l e ,  w h i le the '50 had the n ame spel led out on a 
hood ch rome st r ip  and the crest was smal ler .  Park i n g  
l i ght  hous i n g s  were l arger on the ' 5 1 , sweepi ng  back to 
the front wheel we l l s .  The '51 s a lso used a d i fferent rear 
fender treatment-more upr igh t ,  w i th rou nded corners 
dropp i n g  strai gh t  down to the rear bumper .  Mercu ry 's  
V8 deve loped 1 00 bhp i n  1 950, 1 1 2  i n  1 95 1 . And '5 1  was 
the f i rst year for Merc-O-M at ic ,  the two-speed auto­
mat ic  developed in cooperat ion  with the Warner Gear 
D iv is ion of Borg-Warner .  M ercury ran s i xth in produc­
t ion in both 1 949 and 1 951 . 

Ford Motor Company was the on ly maker to i ntro­
du ce complete ly  new sty l i n g  for 1 952,  and Merc u ry re­
ce ived the same sort of t i ght ,  c lean l i nes as that year 's  
L i nco l n .  Whee l base length was unchanged .  The L­
head V8 was retai ned,  but power was boosted to 1 25 

1951 Sport Sedan 

1952 Custom hardtop coupe 

1 953 Monterey four-door sedan 



b h p  by means of a h i g her  com pressi on  rat io .  
For 1 953, M ercu ry d i d  some mode l  sh uff l i n g ,  and 

emerged with two ser ies . The C u stom offered two- and 
fou r-door sed ans and a hardtop. The Monterey became 
a separate ser ies offer i n g  convert i b le ,  h ardtop ,  wag o n ,  
a n d  sed a n .  M onterey sed ans were l u x u r ious ly  upho l ­
stered i n  q u al i ty broadc loth ; convert i b les and  h ardtops 
u sed leather and v i ny l . So l id co l ors were used for the 
sed an , but  the h ardtop came w i th  two-tone pa int  stan ­
dard .  The dash board was i n terest i n g , w i th  ai rcraft-type 
tog g le levers for heat i n g  and vent i l at ion  f l an k i n g  a cen­
tra l  g au g e  c l u ster .  Sales fe l l  a long w i th  those of the rest 
of the i n d u stry i n  1 952 ,  part l y  bec ause of Korean War 
restr ic t ions  on prod u ct ion . Yet the resty led l i ne ac­
cou n ted for over 1 70 ,000 u n i ts ,  enough  to put  Merc u ry 
i n  e ig hth p l ace .  B u si ness p i c ked u p  i n  1 953 as Merc u ry 
bu i l t over 300,000 cars- thou g h  stay i n g  i n  e i g hth . 

A s i g n i f i c an t  e n g i neer i ng  c h an g e  w as m ade for 1 954 
as M erc u ry jo i ned Ford i n  a sw i tch to the overhead­
valve V8 .  M e rc u ry 's  version w as the same size as i ts 
prev i o u s  L-head, but h ad squ arer bore-and-stroke d i ­
mens ions .  Wi th  a low 3 .9 : 1  rear ax le  rat io  and  standard 
t ransm iss i o n ,  the '54 was a fast c ar off the l i ne .  The new 
en g i ne used a f ive-m ai n -bear i n g  c ranksh aft and came 
in stand ard form w i th  a fou r-barrel c arburetor .  Another 
m aj o r  mec h an ica l  c h an g e  w as the use of ba l l -j o i n t  fron t  
su spen s ion . Sty l i n g  was measurab ly  i m proved by  the  
add i t ion  of w raparound  ta i l l i g h ts and a c lean g r i l l e .  The 
model  l i neu p stayed the same,  except fo r the add i t ion  of  
one  new model  that i s  more famou s  tod ay than i t  w as 
then : the Monterey Sun  V al ley .  

Ford ' s  sty l i ng department had fo r some t i me exper i ­
mented wi th  p l ast ic -topped c ars :  the Sun V al ley (and 
the com pan ion  Ford Sky l i ner )  was the res u lt .  I n  theory, 
i t  was sort of  a c ross between the a i ry convert i b le  and 
the comfortab l e  c losed h ardtop .  In p ract i ce ,  i t  w as 
somet h i n g  e l se .  Th ou g h  the p l ast i c  front  h al f  of the roof 
w as t i n ted and a shade prov ided for rea l l y  hot weather ,  
c u stomers com p l ai ned the i nter ior  heated up l i ke an 
oven . Pred i ctab ly ,  sales weren ' t  i m pressive.  The ' 54 
S u n  V al l ey was the most attract ive of th i s  short- l ived 
breed . I t  c ame in se l ect co lor  com b i n at ions  of ye l l ow or 
m i nt  g reen to comp lement  i ts  dark g reen top .  Embel ­
l i shed w i th  g o l d-anod i zed fender scr i pt ,  i t  w as a hand­
some automob i l e .  The pr ice ,  however ,  w as forb idd i n g .  
M e rc u ry was more successfu l w i th  the '54 S u n  Va l ley 
t h an wi th  the '55 vers ion , w h i c h  so ld  o n l y  1 787 cop i es .  
The  g l asstop was then d ropped-to nobody's g reat 
surpr i se .  

At  260,000 u n i ts ,  1 954 wasn ' t  the g reatest sa les year 
ever ,  but there were h i g h  hopes for 1 955 .  With al l -new 
sty l i n g ,  a new V8,  and the f i rst whee l base i nc rease 
s i nce 1 94 1 , the '55 cou l d n 't m i ss ,  and over 329 ,000 were 
r u n  u p .  I t  w as the most appeal i ng Merc u ry i n  years, of­
fered i n  more mode ls  and ser ies t h an ever before .  

The l i ne  leader  that season w as the brand-new M ont­
c l ai r ,  offered as a fou r-door sed an ,  h ardtop, convert­
i b le ,  and S u n  V al ley .  N i ce ly  sty led ,  it u sed an evo l u t ion­
ary  form of the  ' 54 g r i l l e ,  and w as d i st i Q g u i shed by a 
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th i n  co lor  pane l  ou t l i ned i n  b r igh t  metal u nder the s ide 
w i ndows.  Next came the Monterey sedan ,  h ardtop ,  and 
wag o n ,  fo l l owed by the C u stom ser ies w i th the same 
body sty les p l u s  a two-door sed an . The stand ard C u s­
tom and M onterey eng i ne was a 1 88-bhp 292-c id  V8.  
For Montc l a i r , and opt ional on other mode ls ,  was a 1 98-
bhp vers ion  w i th an 8 . 5 : 1  com press ion  rat io ,  offered 
o n l y  w i th  M erc-O-Mat i c  tran sm i ss ion . 

1 954 Monterey hardtop coupe 

1 954 Monte rey Sun Val ley coupe 

1955 Monterey fou r-door sedan 
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TV host Ed Su l l ivan an nounced the " B ig  M i l  l i ne fo r 
'56 ,  an am b i t ious  ex pan s ion i n to somewhat unch arted 
terr i tory. Pr ices were on the r i se,  so to stay competit ive 
Mercury offered the cut-rate Medal i st for the bottom­
l i ne buyer .  There was a fu l l  range of body sty les :  two­
and fou r-door hardtops and two- and fou r-door sed ans .  
Unfortunate ly ,  i nf lat ion took i ts  tol l .  The " l ow-pr iced " 
Medal i st was actual ly  more expensive than the prev ious 
year 's Custom .  At the same t ime,  i t  wasn ' t  pr iced far 
enough below the better-tr i mmed 1 956 Custom .  A l ­
thou gh  l inco ln-Mercu ry dealers pu shed hard wi th the 
pr ice- lead i n g two-door sed an , a total of on ly  45 ,81 2 
Medal i sts were so l d .  Customs ,  Montereys, and Mont­
c l ai rs al l su rpassed the Medal ist by at least dou ble its 
product ion ,  and the ser ies was accord i n g ly d ropped for 
1 957 .  C u r iously ,  i t  reappeared i n  '58, i n terfer i n g  i n  a 
pr ice bracket that shou ld  have been so le  terr i tory for 
the new Edse l .  

The '56 face l i ft was a usefu l update of the '55 styl i n g .  
S i de mold i n g s  were connected front-to-back i n  a sort of 
l i g htn i ng-bol t  mot i f  that was att ract ive and looked new. 
Fou r-door h ardtops now arr ived in force in al l fou r  
ser ies .  Known as Phaetons ,  they sold wel l ,  out-sel l i ng 
the stand ard fou r-door sed an i n  the Montc la i r  ser i es .  
Throu g hout the  l i ne ,  Mercu ry used an  en l arged V8 that 
provi ded 21 0 bhp i n  standard form,  up  to 235 bhp for 
Monterey and Montc l ai r .  It was a down beat year for 
the auto i n d u stry, but Merc u ry was an except ion . Some 
328,000 rol led off the l i nes, a b i t  below the ' 55 
pace.  Most promis ing  was the Montc lai r , wh i ch man­
aged to sel l a lmost as we l l  as i t  had in 1 955 .  I t  was pos i ­
t ioned i n  a h i g her  pr ice brac ket than Monterey, how­
ever,  and the j u n io r  model cont i n ued to be emphasi zed 
as Mercury's breadwi n ner .  

In 1 957,  everyone's eyes were on the Turnp i ke 
Cru i ser-a "d ramat i c  express ion of dream car desi g n "  
offered as t h e  top-of-the- l i ne  series i n  two- and fou r­
door h ardtop and convert ib le  form . It had ,  Merc u ry 
thou ght ,  j u st about everyth i n g .  There was the "sky l i g ht 
dua l  c u rve wi ndsh ie ld"  and a retractable,  reverse­
s l anted rear w i ndow. There were du al ai r i n takes over 
the w i ndsh ie ld  corners that housed l i tt !e protru d i n g  
rad io  antennae .  There was even the creat ively named 
"Seat-O-M at ic"  dev ice ,  wh ich  automat ical ly  adj usted 
the d r iver 's  seat to any one of 49 preset pOSi t ions at the 
tw i st of a d i al . The Cru i ser used push buttons l i ke 
C h rysler 's to control i ts Merc-O-Mat ic transm i ss ion . 
The convert i b le  was a rep l ica of the 1 957 Indy pace car .  
Desp i te al l the g adgetry, the Cru iser fa i led m i serab ly .  I t  
was pr iced too h i g h ,  for one th i n g .  And w h i le i t  could be 
said that today's  k i tsch was h i g h  sty le i n  the '50s, the 
Cru i ser  was too far out even then . 

For the rest of the l i ne ,  1 957 brought  a major  redes ign  
on a new 1 22-i nch-wheel base chassis .  A fu l l  range of 
Montereys and Montc l ai rs was offered . Stat ion wag­
ons were made a separate ser i es, w i th no fewer than s ix  
entr ies .  There was a Col ony Park fou r-door n i ne-seater,  
a Voyager in the same conf i gu rat ion a long with a two­
door versi on ,  and th ree Commuters wi th  the var ious 
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1957 Monterey two-door sedan 

1957 Turnpike Cru iser hardtop sedan 

1957 Turnpike Cruiser  convert ib le 

1958 Park Lane Phaeton hardtop coupe 

seat and door comb i n at ions .  I t  was a complex l i neup ,  
but fai r ly  successfu l .  The B i g  M had g row n a b i t  heavy­
loo k i n g  by '57 ,  w i th b i g ,  ob long bumpers up front .  The 
Turn p i ke Cru i ser wi th i ts q u ad head l i g hts looked even 
we i g ht ier .  The V8 had g rown commensu rate ly ,  and now 
offered up  to 290 bhp .  

Si m i l ar ,  s l i gh t ly  q u i eter styl i n g  was offered for 1 958 , 
but  the year was a d isaster .  From 286,000 u n i ts i n  1 957,  
prod uct ion fe l l  to 153 ,000 . The Turnp i ke Cru iser was 



1 959 Monterey ha rdtop coupe 

1 962 Comet S-22 two-door sedan 

1962 Meteor two-door sedan 

1964 Comet Cyclone h a rdtop coupe 

m ade an u pper model  in the M ontc l a i r  ser ies .  The 
M ed a l i st w as bac k  for a short en core ,  w i th  two- and 
fou r-door sed ans attempti n g  to reach i n to the l ow-pr ice 
f ie l d .  Agai n ,  sales were d i sappo i nti n g :  o n l y  1 8 ,732 . U p  
i n  t h e  h i g her  brac ket above Montc l ai r  came t h e  new 
Park Lane h ardtops and convert i b le ,  ostens i b ly  to 
rep l ace the Turn p i ke C ru i ser ,  w i th l ess out lan d i sh 
l ooks  and the 430-c i d  L i n co l n  V8 .  The same g rou p of 
stat ion  wagons was offered , and a new automati c 

Mercury 

ca l led M u l t i - Dr ive m ade  its debut .  
What h ad h appened w as that the bottom had d ropped 

out of the m i dd le-pr iced market .  T h i s  is ev ident  from the 
fact that M ercu ry d i d n ' t  l ose its e i g hth p l ace pos i t ion i n  
1 958 , desp ite bu i l d i n g  o n l y  4 0  percent o f  i ts '57 vo l u me .  
B u t  s i g n i f icant ly ,  an  i n dependent from Kenosha h ad 
passed M ercu ry i n  sales and w as g ai n i n g  fast on  Pon­
t iac ,  O lds ,  and  Bu ick .  The Ramb le r  revo l u t ion was 
u n derway .  I n  i ts wake,  Merc u ry wou ld  never be the 
same.  

A l i tt l e  more of the same o ld stu ff h ad to be c leared 
out  before Merc u ry jo i ned the rush to compacts and 
i ntermed i ates . Accord i n g ly ,  the ' 59s  were g iven a 
longer  c h  a s s i  s that resu l ted i n  a more convent iona l  fu l l ­
w idth g r i l l e a n d  a n  extens ion  of  the odd con c ave rear 
fender  styl i n g  of 1 957-58 . The M ed a l i st and Tu rnp ike  
Cru i ser  were b lessed ly forgotten as  the l i ne  th i n ned to 
fou r :  Monterey, M ontc l ai r , Park Lane ,  and Stat ion  
Wag o n .  Even these s u rv ivors were severe ly  c ropped . 
The M ontc l ai r  went down from s ix  mod e l s  to j u st fou r , 
and there were o n l y  fou r  var iet ies of wagons .  Despite 
retrench ment ,  M ercu ry bu i l t 1 50 ,000 cars-hard ly  the 
i mprovement expected . A new e n g i n e  for ' 58 w as the 
383-c id  V8-same d i sp l acement as C h rys ler 's  eng i ne 
but  w i th more oversq u are d i mens ions .  I t  was stand ard 
equ i pment fo r Montc l ai r  and stat ion w agons .  

I n  the '60s, M e rc u ry evo lved throug h a p lethora o f  
mode ls ,  s izes ,  body  types, and whee l bases, com p l i ­
c ated b y  several  c h anges i n  model  n ames from year to 
year.  T h i s  is perh aps symbo l i c  of the m ake's  m i xed for­
tu nes d u r i n g  the dec ade and its strug g le to m ake im­
provements .  Despite the  confu s ion , m any  fam i l i ar 
n ames at the start of the decade were st i l l  arou nd to­
w ard its e n d .  Comet and M onterey span ned the ent i re 
1 0  years ; M ontc l ai rs and Park Lanes were sti l l  bei n g  of­
fered i n  '68 . M eteor ,  the l o n g -t ime brand for a Cana­
d i an-made  M ercu ry der ivat ive,  w as seen on two d i ffer­
ent U . S. mode l s  between 1 96 1  and 1 963.  

The f i rst Amer ican M eteo r appeared as a budget­
pr iced vers ion of the '61 fu l l -s ize Merc u ry Monterey. 
600 and 800 ser ies were offered , powered by the 223-
c i d  overhead-valve Ford s i x .  A l th o u g h  M eteor actu al ly  
outso l d  Monterey i n  '61 , i t  w as rep l aced the fo l low­
i n g  year by a basic M onterey as t h e  M eteor n ame 
went  on  M ercu ry 's  vers ion of the i ntermed i ate Ford 
Fai r l ane.  

Everyth i n g  recorded about  the Fai r l an e  a l so app l ies 
to the 1 962-63 M eteor .  The c ars sh ared the same body 
(a l thou g h  the M ercu ry 's  styl i n g  w as bus i er) and came 
wi th  an opt ion al smal l -b lock 221 -c id  V8 . This w as 
supp lemented i n  1 963 by an opt iona l  260-c id  sm a l l ­
b lock  for the  M eteor C u stom and  S-33 l u x u ry h ardto p .  
B u t  the M eteor d i d n ' t  se l l  as  we l l  as  the Fai r l ane,  
and M erc u ry d ropped i t  for 1 964 to put  i ts compact­
car deve lopment fu nds  i nto an exten s ive ly  face l i fted 
Comet .  

The Comet arr ived i n  1 960 as a compan ion  of the 
Ford Fa lcon , and so ld  over 1 1 6 ,000 copies .  Sales rose 
in '61  and were st ron g  in '62 .  Except for stat ion wagons ,  
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Comet had a wheel base f ive i n ches longer  than Fal con .  
One of the reasons Meteor d i d n ' t  sel l i s  that Comet was 
comparab ly  s ized,  yet pr iced lower.  The dec is ion to 
make Comet the on ly " smal l Mercu ry" after 1 963 was a 
good one .  Sales j u mped by 55,000 un its fo r '64 and re­
mai ned h i gh  i n to '67 . 

Com pared w i t h  the  Fa l c on , Comet  was better 

1 967 Comet Cycl one GT hardtop coupe 

4 
.( 

/ 
._ - -

1 969 Cyclone CJ428 fastback hardtop coupe 

1 970 Cyclone GT hardtop coupe 

1 960 Colony Park four-door station wagon 
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tr i mmed and more e l aborate ly  sty led ,  but pr i ced less 
than $1 00 h i g her .  Several i n terest i n g  models were of­
fered . When i t  bec ame obv ious  that peop le  l i ked sporty 
com pacts , Mercury i n trodu ced the $2300 buc ket-seated 
S-22 two-door sed an i n  1 961 . At the same t i me, a l l  Com­
ets became avai l ab le  wi th  an opt ional 1 0 1 -bhp s i x .  For 
1 963, an S-22 hardtop and convert i b le  were added . 
With the squ ar i sh face l i ft of 1 964, the S-22 was ren amed 
Cal i ente.  By then , any Comet cou ld  be eq u i pped wi th 
the outstan d i n g  260-c i d  smal l -b loc k .  For al l -out  per­
form ance ,  t h e re w as a spec i a l Cyc l o n e  h ardtop 
powered by the 2 1 0-bhp,  289-c id  V8.  

Comet rece ived i ts f i rst major  overhau l in 1 966 , when 
i t  deserted the compact-c ar f ie ld and became an i nter­
med i ate shar i ng  that year 's s leek new Fai r lane body­
shel l .  Th i s  sh i ft u nder l i ned a bas ic  market i n g  dec i s ion : 
Mercu ry customers were assumed to be weal th ie r  than 
Ford buyers,  and wou ld  therefore probably be h app ier  
w i th a car l arger than the Falco n .  Comet reta i ned th i s  
1 1 6- i nch-whee l base p l atform through  1 969 , b u t  exper i ­
enced several  lean years a long the way as the name 
was g rad u al l y  ph ased out .  In 1 967 ,  for example ,  i t  ap­
peared on ly  on the very bas ic  "Comet 202 " model . The 
rest of the i n termed i ate l i ne cons isted of the Capr i , 
Cal iente,  Cyc lone ,  and Stat ion  Wag o n .  For 1 968, these 
were repl aced by the l u xur ious  Montego i n  th ree t r im 
leve ls :  the bas ic  sedan and hardtop cou pe ;  the M X  
sedan , hardtop cou pe, convert i b le ,  and wagon ; and the 
top- l i ne MX Brou g h am fou r-door sed an and hardtop 
coupe .  The MX was outf i tted w i th  h i g h-q u al i ty c loth 
u phol stery and other l u x u ry detai  Is .  The Comet name 
was retai ned for a pr ice leader coupe ,  and d i sappeared 
after 1 969 . 

The 1 964-70 Cyc lone an d Montego i n termed i ates 
were the bas i s  for some of the most roadworthy Mer­
c u rys of the decade, i n c l u d i n g  several champ ion  race 
cars.  After adopt i n g  the Fai r l ane she l l  i n  1 966 , Mercu ry 
offered the Cyc lone GT hardtop coupe an d convert i b le .  
Powered by  Ford 's  335-bhp 390 V8 ,  the  Cyc lone offered 
a var iety of usefu l su spens ion opt ions .  The '67 ed i t ion  
was even more i mpressive w i th the  opt ional  427-c i d  
Ford V8, w h i c h  prov i ded 4 1 0-425 bhp .  S i m i l ar street 
racers were avai l ab le  i n  1 968 , thou g h  the 427 was de­
tuned to 390 bhp that year. 

An exc i t i ng  pai r of fastback hardtops,  the Cyc lone 
and Cyc lone CJ ,  h i t  the streets for '69 .  Both  h ad spec i a l 
i dent i f icat ion ,  n arrow rac i n g  pa in t  str i pes , and u n ique  
rear-end and  ta i l l i gh t  styl i n g .  Opt ions i n c l uded w i de 
be l ted t i res , turb i ne-sty le wheel covers, and rac i n g ­
sty le outs ide m i rrors. Both models h ad c lean s ides,  no 
ch rome, and a b l acked-out g r i l l e .  The CJ carr ied a 
funct iona l  hood scoop for its Ram-Ai r 428 Cobra-Jet 
eng i ne .  Al though Ford was NASCAR G rand Nat iona l  
Ch ampion in  1 968-69 , the Cyc lone tu rned i n  m any not­
able performances. The best was Cale Yarborou g h ' s  
v i ctory i n  the 1 968 Dayton a  500 , at an average speed of 
1 43 .250 mph .  

Mercury's most cons istent and  steady sales i n  the 
'60s came from i ts stand ard-s ize cars.  Prod uct ion leve ls  



were u s u a l l y  around  1 00 ,000 u n i ts an n u a l l y ,  except fo r 
those bac k-to-back record years of 1 965 and '66 .  Of  
a l l  the b i g  M ercs,  on ly  M o nterey span ned the en­
t i re decade.  The u pper-pr iced Montc l a i r  and Park 
Lane were d ropped i n  1 96 1 , rev ived for 1 964-68 , and 
d ropped ag a i n  in  '69 to be repl aced by the M arqu i s  and 
B rou g h am .  

The 1 960 fu l l -s i ze l i ne  rode a 1 26- i n c h  whee l base. As 
before, the stand ard eng i ne for Montc l ai r  and P ark  
Lane w as the L inco ln  430-c i d  V8.  M ontereys and Com­
m uter wagons were avai l ab le  w i th a 3 1 2-c id  u n i t ,  and a 
383 V8 wi th  280 bhp  was an opt ion . Sty l i n g  w as a more 
m odest ren d i t ion  of '59 : a short ,  concave,  f u l l -w i dth 
g r i l l e ;  resty led tai l l i g hts ;  a s i n g l e br i g ht m etal  s ide  str i p ;  
and rev i sed b u m pers.  T h e  M on terey dom i n ated sales .  

For 1 96 1 , M ercu ry moved down i nto the m arket va­
c ated by Edse l .  M ontc l a i r  and Park Lane were d ropped , 
as were the h i g h-pr i ced C ru i se r  hardtops from the Mon­
terey se r i e s ,  a n d  t h e  afo re m e n t i o n ed s i x -cy l  i n d e r  
M eteor w as added .  The 430 V 8  w as c an ce led , and a 
292-c i d  en g i ne  was stand ard . Sales were not spectacu­
lar .  Comet ,  however, h ad a record year w i th  over 
1 97 ,000 u n its so l d .  

M eteor w as m ade a n  i ntermed i ate for '62,  s o  t h e  stan­
d ard l i ne n ow cons isted of two M onterey ser ies ,  p l u s  
C o l o n y  Park a n d  Commuter  w agons .  There w as an­
other move u p-m arket with the M onterey C u stom 
ser ies,  w h i c h  i nc l uded a convert i b le .  Jo i n i n g  the 
bucket-seat b r i g ade  at m id -year were the S-55 h ardtop 
c o u pe and convert i b le .  Sty l i n g  w as bus ie r  i n  '62 , w ith  
tun n e l -mou nted tai l l i g hts and a g audy g r i l l e .  The p r�­
v i o u s  V8 l i neu p stayed i n tact, and a s i x  w as offered for 
the standard M onterey . 

Once more ,  the Monte rey and w ag o n s  m ad e  u p  the 
en t i re fu l l -s ize l i n e  in  '63 .  Merc u ry i n trod uced " B reeze­
w ay Sty l i n g "-a reverse-sl ant  rear w i ndow l i ke that of 
the o l d  Turnp i ke  Cru i ser ,  w h i c h  d ropped down for bet­
ter vent i l at io n .  M onterey and M onterey C u stom re­
tu rned ,  and wagons were pared down to j u st the Co lony  
Park . The 8-55 notch back h ardtop cou pe and con­
vert i b l e  were jo i ned by a s lopebac k  h ardtop for  1 9631/2, 
paral l e l i n g  Ford ' s  XL offer i n g s .  

By  '64, t rad i t ion  h ad retu rned .  Merc u ry restored i ts 
o l d  ser ies l i n e u p  of M onterey, Montc l a i r ,  Park Lane,  
and Comm uter  and Colony Park wagons .  The f i rst th ree 
i nc l u ded two-door and fou r-door h ardtops, fou r-door 
sed ans ,  and fastbac k  " M arauder" h ardtop sed an s .  The 
390 V8 h ad become the stand ard powerpl ant in  1 963, 
accom pan ied by an opt ional 427 -c id  en g i ne  for al l 
m ode l s  except wagons .  M arauders w i th  the 425-bhp 
versio n  were awesome performers.  

In record year 1 965, the fu l l -s ize M ercu ry sh ared a 
restyl e  w ith Ford .  The wagons rode a 1 1 9- i n c h  wheel ­
b ase;  others h ad 1 23 i n ches.  B reezeway and conven­
t ional fou r-door models  were fou n d  in al l ser ies ,  w i th 
the u su al l i ne of  390 and 427 V8s.  M ercu ry touted 
"Torque  Box" body const ruct ion : frames tu ned for 
each body sty le  to m i n i m ize n o i se ,  v i b rat ion ,  and 
h arsh ness .  

Mercury 

1961 Colony Park four-door stat ion wagon 

1 962 Monterey two-door sedan 

1964 Montc la i r  Marauder fastback hardtop sedan 

1 965 Park Lane Breezeway fou r-door sedan 

1 966 Montc la i r  fastback hardtop coupe 
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For 1 966 , a new d ie-cast gr i l l e was adopted . Two­
door models  got a new " sweep-sty le  roof" w i th con­
cave bac k l i g h t-a dram at ic  break with the Breezeway 
desi g n .  Styl i n g  was rev i sed ag ai n on the '67s .  The 
l i m i ted-prod uct ion Marqu i s  was announced : a two­
door hardtop w i th broad rear roof p i l l ars and v i nyl  top. 
Another newcomer was the v i ny l -topped Park Lane 
B roug ham,  a hardtop sed an that was expanded i nto a 
complete s3r ies the fo l low i n g  year. M arq u i s  and 
B roug ham repl aced the long-ru n n i n g  Montc l ai r  and 
Park  Lane for 1 969 . 

A h i gh-performance, low-prod uct ion '69 entry was 
the M arauder fastback hardtop,  w h i ch accou nted for 
1 4 ,666 sales . I ts s leek ,  c lean bodywork featu red the 
M arq u i s  gr i l l e ,  concealed head l i g h ts, q u ad ta i l l i ghts, 
and vent less side wi ndows . The 1 970 l i neup was a 
repeat of '69 .  Al l models sported new g r i l les,  s ide 
ornamentat ion ,  rear tr i m ,  and tai l l i g hts. 

One of the more i n terest i n g  and des i rab le  M ercu rys 
of the decade was the 1 1 1 - i nch-wheel base Coug ar, 
prem ier i ng  as a hardtop for 1 967 and jo i ned by a con­
vert i b le  in '69 .  B ased on the M ustan g but r i d i n g  a 3- i nch 

1968 Marquis  hardtop coupe 

1969 Marauder X-IOO hardtop coupe 

1970 Marquis  Brougham hardtop sedan 
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longer  wheel base, it was a de luxe vers ion of Ford 's  
h i g h ly  successfu l " ponycar, " pr iced about  $200 h i g her .  
Wh i le M u stang came w i th a s ix-cy l i nder  eng i ne as 
standard, Cou g ar 's  base eng i ne was a 200-bhp V8. I n  
1 969-70 the CJ 428 pac k i n g  335 bhp was ava i l aill ie  at 
extra cost . 

The or ig i n al Cou g ar was a d ash i n g  car ,  ident i f ied by 
i ts "e lectr ic-sh aver" g r i l le and h i dden head l i g hts. Se­
q uent ia l  turn s ig n al s  were a feature from the f i rst .  The 
vert ical g r i l l e bars were b lac ked out for 1 968 , g iv i n g  the 
c ar a more convent ional look.  For '69 ,  the body was 
w i dened and lengthened.  A f u l l - length contour  l i ne ,  
ven t less c u rved s ide g l ass, d i e-cast g r i l l e ,  and fu l l ­
w idth ta i l l i g hts were al so featu red . The ' 70 model 
adopted a d iv i ded g r i l l e w i th b l ac ked-out sect ion  for the 
l u x u ry XR-7 .  The best of the Cou g ar l i ne, the XR-7 
was eq u i pped w i th a r ich l eather i nter io r  and com­
prehens ive i n stru mentat ion  set i nto a s i m u l ated wal n ut 
d ash board . 

G T  and GTE Coug ars powered by the 427 V8 were 
ava i l ab le  beg i n n i n g  in 1 968 , offered w i th  a var iety of 
hand l i ng and performance opt ions .  Thou g h  it never ap-

1968 Cougar X R 7-GTE hardtop coupe 

1 969 Cougar  hardtop cou pe with " El i m i nato r" option 

1970 Cougar hardtop coupe with " E l i mi nator" option 



proached the M u stan g i n  sa les ,  Cou g ar was a boost to 
M ercu ry .  I t  w as a l so more so l i d  and l u x u r i o u s  th an 
M u stan g ,  but eq u al l y  roadab le .  Among co l lectors,  
the appeal of the 1 967-68 Cou g ars h as long  been 
ac knowledged .  

Mercury Spec ifications 

1 940 
Series 09A (wb 1 16.0H1 ,128* built Wght Price Prod 

conv c pe 3, 1 07 1 ,079 
sdn 2d 3,068 946 
cpe-sd n  2d 3,030 987 
Town Sedan 4d 3, 1 03 987 
conv sdn 3,249 1 ,2 12  

* Est imate (see note below 1 942). 
1 940 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 239.0 3 . 1 9 X 3.75 95 S-a l l  

1 941 
Series 19A (wb 1 18.0)-82,39 1 *  built Wght Price Prod 

67 c pe ,  A/S 3,049 936 
70 Tudor sdn 3, 1 84 946 
72 c pe-sdn 2d 3, 1 1 8  977 
73 Town Sed an 4d 3,221 987 
76 conv c pe 3,222 1 , 1 00 
77 cpe, 2P 3,008 9 1 0  
79 wgn , 4d 3,468 1 , 1 41 
* Est imate (see note below 1 942). 
1 941  Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 239.0 3 . 1 9 x 3.75 95 S-al l 

1 942 
Series 29A (wb 1 1 8.0)-22,816* built Wght Price Prod 

70 Tudor sdn 3,228 1 ,030 
72 c pe-sdn 2d 3, 1 48 1 ,055 
73 Town Sedan 4d 3,263 1 ,065 
76 conv c pe 3,288 1 ,2 1 5  
77 c pe,  3P 3,073 995 
79 wgn , 4d , 8P 3,528 1 ,260 
* Est imate (see below) .  
Note:  Factory records prov ide on ly  c alendar year product ion dur ing 
1 940-41 . Est i m ates are ca lcu l ated by add i n g  25% of previous year's ca l -
endar  p roduction to 75% of c urrent year's product ion .  Model  year p ro-
duct ion began i n  October each  year. 
1 942 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity 

V8, 239 .0 3. 1 9 X 3.75 1 00  S-al l  

1 946 
Series 69M (wb 1 18.0) Wght Price Prod 

70 sdn 2d 3,240 1 ,448 1 3, 1 08  

Mercury 

Cou g ar put  the f i n i sh i n g  tou ch  on a decade that w it­
nessed a comp lete reversal of M ercury 's  i m age .  By 
1 967 the m ake was k nown for performance as we l l  as 
l u x u ry .  By 1 970, M ercu ry had ag a i n become the hot c ar 
i t  h ad been i n  the l ate '40s and ear ly  ' 50s .  

-------

Wght Price Prod 
------ - - -

71 Sportsman conv c pe 
72 cpe-sdn 2d 
73 Town Sed an 4d 
76 conv c pe 
79 wgn 4d 

c h assis 
1946 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 239.0 3 . 1 9 x 3.75 1 00 

1 947 
Series 79M (wb 1 18.0) 

70 sdn 2d 
72 cpe-sdn 2d 
73 Town Sedan 4d 
76 conv c pe 
79 wgn 4d 

ch assi s  
1 947 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 239 .0 3. 1 9 x 3.75 1 00 

1 948 
Series 89M (wb 1 1 8.0) 

72 c pe-sdn 2d 
73 Town Sedan 4d 
76 conv c pe 
79 wgn 4d 

ch assi s  
1 948 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 239 .0 3. 1 9 X  3.75 1 00 

1 949 
Series 9CM ( wb 1 18.0) 

72 cpe 
74 Sport Sedan 4d 
76 conv c pe 
79 wgn 4d , 8P 

c h ass is  
1 949 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 255.4 3. 1 9 x 4.oo 1 1 0 

1 950 
Se ries OCM ( wb 1 18.0) 

M -72A cpe (economy) 
M -72B c lub  cpe 
M -72C Monterey c pe, canvas top 
M -72C M onterey cpe, v i ny l  top 

3,407 
3 , 190 
3,270 
3,340 
3,540 

availabil ity 

S-a l l  

Wght 

3,268 
3,21 8 
3,298 
3,368 
3,571 

availabi l ity 

S-a l l  

Wght 

3,2 1 8  
3,298 
3,368 
3,571 

availability 

S-a l l  

Wght 

3,32 1  
3,386 
3,59 1  
3,626 

availabil ity 

S-a l l  

Wght 

3,345 
3,430 
3,480 
3,480 

2,209 205 
1 ,495 24, 1 63 
1 ,509 40,280 
1 ,71 1 6,044 
1 , 729 2,797 

1 1  

Price Prod 

1 ,592 34 
1 ,645 29,284 
1 ,660 42,281 
2,002 1 0,221 
2,207 3,558 

5 

Price Prod 

1 ,645 1 6,476 
1 ,660 24 ,283 
2,002 7,586 
2,207 1 ,889 

34 

Price Prod 

1 ,979 1 �,6 16  
2,031 1 55,882 
2,4 1 0  1 6,765 
2,71 6 8,044 

1 2  

Price Prod , .s[t-
1 ,980 1 51 489 2 , 1 46 ' 
2, 1 57 
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M-74 Sport Sedan 4d 
M-76 conv cpe 
M -79 wgn 4d. 8P 

1950 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 255 .4 3 . 1 9 x 4 .00 1 1 0  

1 951 
Series 1 CM (wb 1 18.0) 

M-728 c pe 
M-72C Monterey cpe, c anvas top 
M -72C Monterey cpe, v i nyl top 
M -74 Sport Sedan 4d 
M-76 conv c pe 
M-79 wgn 4d , 8P 

1951 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 255.4 3 . 1 9  x 4 .00 1 1 2  

1 952 
Series 2M ( wb 1 18.0) 

608 Monterey htp cpe 
60E Sport Coupe 
708 sdn 2d 
738 sdn 4d 
73C Monterey sdn 4d 
768 Monterey conv c pe 
798 wgn 4d , 6P 
790 wgn 4d,  8P 

1952 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 255 .4 3 . 1 9 X 4 .00 1 25 

1 953 
3M Custom ( wb 1 18.0) 

60E Sport Coupe 
708 sdn 2d 
738 sdn 4d 

3M Monterey (wb 1 1 8.0) 

608 htp c pe 
73C sdn 4d 
768 conv c pe 
798 wgn 4d , 8P 

1953 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 255.4 3 . 19 x 4.00 1 25 

1 954 
Custom (wb 1 18.0) 

60E Sport htp cpe 
708 sdn 2d 
738 sdn 4d 

Monterey (wb 1 1 8.0) 

608 htp cpe 
60F Sun Val ley htp c pe 
73C sdn 4d 
768 conv c pe 
798 wgn 4d , 8P 

1954 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

V8, 256.0 3.62 x 3. 1 0  1 61 
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Wght 

3 ,470 
3 ,7 10  
3 ,755 

availabil ity 

S-a l l  

Wght 

3,485 
3 ,485 
3,485 
3,550 
3,760 
3,800 

availabil ity 

S-a l l  

Wght 

3,520 
3 ,435 
3,335 
3,390 
3,375 
3,635 
3,795 
3,795 

availabil ity 

S-a l l  

Wght 

3,465 
3,405 
3,450 

3,465 
3 ,425 
3,585 
3,765 

availability 

S-a l l  

Wght 

3,485 
3,435 
3,480 

3 ,520 
3,535 
3,51 5 
3,620 
3,735 

availabil ity 

S-a l l  

Price Prod 

2 ,032 1 32,082 
2 ,41 2 8,34 1 
2.561 1 ,746 

Price Prod 

' ,9ill-
2 , 1 1 6  1 42 , 1 68 
2 , 1 27 
2,000 1 57,648 
2,380 6,759 
2,530 3,8 1 2  

Price Prod 

2 ,225 24,453 
2 , 1 00 30,599 
1 ,987 25,8 1 2  
2,04�83 475 
2 , 1 1 5  ' 

2 ,370 5,261 
2,52n--2 487 
2 ,570 ' 

Price Prod 

2, 1 1 7  39,547 
2,004 50, 1 83 
2,057 59,794 

2 ,244 76, 1 1 9  
2 , 1 33 64 ,038 
2 ,390 8,463 
2,591 7 ,719  

Price Prod 

2,3 1 5  1 5,234 
2 , 1 94 37, 1 46 
2,251 32,687 

2 ,452 79,533 
2 ,582 9 ,761 
2 ,333 65,995 
2,61 0 7 ,293 
2,776 1 1 ,656 

1 955 
Custom (wb 1 1 9.0; wgn-1 18.0) Wght Price Prod 

60E htp cpe 3 ,480 2,341 7,040 
708 sdn 2d 3,395 2 ,2 1 8  31 , 295 
738 sdn 4d 3,450 2 ,277 2 1 ,2 1 9  
798 wgn 4d 3,780 2 ,686 1 4, 1 34 

Monterey (wb 1 19.0; wgn-1 1 8.0) 

608 htp c pe 3,51 0 2 ,465 69,093 
73C sdn 4d 3,500 2 ,400 70,392 
79C wgn 4d 3 ,770 2,844 1 1 ,968 

Montclair  (wb 1 19.0) 

58A sdn 4d 3 ,600 2 ,685 20,624 
64A htp cpe 3 ,490 2 ,631 7 1 ,588 
648 Sun Val ley htp c pe 3,560 2 ,7 1 2  1 ,787 
768 conv cpe 3,685 2 ,71 2 1 0,668 

1955 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 292.0 3 .75 x 3 .30 1 88 S-Custom, Monterey 
V8, 292 .0 3 .75 x 3 .30 1 98 S-Montc la i r ;  O-others 

1 956 
Medal ist (wb 1 19.0) Wght Price Prod 

570 Phaeton htp sdn 3,530 2 ,458 6,685 
64E Sport htp c pe 3,545 2 ,389 1 1 ,892 
70C sdn 2d 3 ,430 2,254 20,582 
730 sdn 4d 3,500 2,31 3 6,653 

Custom (wb 1 19.0; wgn-1 18.0) 

57C Phaeton htp sdn 3,550 2,555 1 2, 1 87 
64 0 Sport htp c pe 3,560 2 ,485 20,857 
708 sdn 2d 3,505 2 ,351 1 6,343 
738 sdn 4d 3,520 2 ,4 1 0  1 5,860 
76A conv c pe 3,665 2 ,7 1 2  2 ,31 1 
798 wgn 4d , 8P 3,860 2 ,8 1 9  9 ,292 
790 wgn 4d , 6P 3,790 2 ,722 8,478 

Monterey (wb 1 19.0;wgn-118.0) 

578 Phaeton htp sdn 3,800 2 ,700 1 0,726 
588 Sport Sedan 4d 3 ,550 2,652 1 1 ,765 
64C Sport htp c pe 3,590 2 ,630 42,863 
73C sdn 4d 3,570 2 ,555 26,735 
79C wgn 4d, 8P 3,885 2 ,977 1 3,280 

Montcl air (wb 1 19.0) 

57A Phaeton htp sdn 3,640 2 ,835 23,493 
58A Sport Sedan 4d 3 ,6 1 0  2 ,786 9,61 7 
64A Sport htp c pe 3 ,620 2 ,765 50,562 
768 conv c pe 3,725 2,900 7 ,762 

1 956 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

V8, 31 2.0 3.80 X 3.44 2 1 0  S-Medal ist ,  Custom 3spd 
V8, 31 2.0 3.80 X 3.44 225 S-Medal ist ,  Custom auto, M ntc l r  
V8,  3 1 2.0 3.80 X 3.44 235 S-Montc la i r ;  Monterey auto 

1 957 
Monterey (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 

57A Phaeton htp sdn 3,9 1 5  2 ,763 22,475 
58A sdn 4d 3,890 2 ,645 53,839 
63A Ph aeton htp cpe 3,870 2 ,693 42, 1 99 
64A sdn 2d 3,875 2 ,576 33,982 
76A Ph aeton conv c pe 4,035 3,005 5,033 

Montclair (wb 1 22.0) 

578 P h aeton htp sdn 3,925 3,31 7 21 ,567 
588 sdn 4d 3,905 3, 1 88 1 9,836 
638 Phaeton htp c pe 3,900 3,236 30, 1 1 1  
768 Phaeton conv c pe 4,01 0 3,430 4,248 



Mercury 

Turnpike Cruiser (wb 1 22 .0) Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

65A htp c pe 4 ,005 3,758 7,29 1  63C htp cpe 4,31 1 3,955 4,060 
75A htp sdn 4,01 5 3,849 8,305 76C cony cpe 4,455 4 ,206 1 ,254 
76S cony c pe 4 , 1 25 4 , 1 03 1 ,265 Station Wagon (wb 1 26.0) 
Station Wagon (wb 1 22 .0) 56A Comm uter 2d , 6P 4,334 3 , 1 45 1 ,051 
56A Commuter 2d,  6P 4 , 1 1 5  2 ,903 4,885 77A Commuter 4d ,  6P 4,405 3 ,2 1 5  1 5, 1 22 
568 Voyager 2d , 6P 4,240 3,403 2,283 778 Colony Park 4d , 6P 4,535 3,932 5 ,929 
77A Commuter 4d, 6P 4 , 1 95 2 ,973 1 1 ,990 770 Voyager 4d , 6P 4,483 3 ,793 2 ,496 
778 Colony Park 4d , 9P 4, 1 65 3,677 7 ,386 1 959 Engines bore x stroke bhp availability 
77C Commuter  4d, 9P 4, 1 55 3,070 5 ,752 
770 Voyager 4d , 9P 4,280 3 ,570 3 ,7 1 6  V8, 31 2.0 3 .80 X 3 .44 2 1 0  S-Monterey 

1957 Engines bore x stroke bhp avail abil ity 
V8, 31 2 .0  3.80 x 3.44 280 O-Monterey 
V8, 383.0 4 .30 x 3 .30 280 S-Commuter 

V8, 31 2.0 3.80 X 3.44 255 S-al l  exc Turn p i ke Cru iser V8, 383.0 4 .30 X 3.30 322 S-Montc la i r , Voyager ,  Col Park 
V8, 368 .0 4 .00 x 3 .66 290 S-Tu rnpike Cru iser;  O-others V8, 430.0 4 .30X 3 .70 345 S-Park Lane 

1 958 1 960 
Comet (wb 1 14.0; wgn - 1 09.5) Wght Price Prod 

Medal ist (wb 122.0) Wght Price Prod 

58C 
54A sdn 4d 2,432 2 ,053 47,4 1 6  

s d n  4d 3,875 2 ,61 7 1 0,982 59A w g n  2d 2,548 2 , 3 1 0  5 , 1 1 5  
648 sdn 2d 3 ,790 2 ,547 7 ,750 62A sdn 2d 2 ,399 1 ,998 45,374 
Monterey (wb 1 22 .0) 7 1 A  wgn 4d 2 ,581 2 ,365 1 8 ,426 

57A P h aeton htp sdn 4 , 1 50 2 ,840 26,909 Monterey ( wb 1 26.0) 
58A sdn 4d 4 , 1 60 2 ,721  28,892 57A Cruiser htp sdn 4,01 1 2 ,845 9 ,536 
63A Ph aeton htp c pe 4 ,075 2 ,769 1 3,693 58A sdn 4d 3,981 2 ,730 49,594 
64A sdn 2d 4 ,080 2,652 1 0,526 63A Cru iser htp c pe 3,931 2,781 1 5 , 790 
76A c o ny c pe 4 ,225 3,081 2 ,292 64A sdn 2d 3,901 2 ,631 2 1 ,557 
Montclair  (wb 122.0) 76A c o ny c pe 4, 1 31 3,077 6,062 

578 Phaeton tp sdn 4 , 1 65 3 ,365 3,609 Monclair  (wb 1 26.0) 
588 sdn 4d 4 , 1 55 3,236 4,801 578 Cruiser htp sdn 4 ,285 3 ,394 5 ,548 
638 P h aeton htp c pe 4,085 3,284 5,01 2 588 sdn 4d 4 ,255 3,280 8,5 1 0  
65A Turnpike Cruiser htp c pe 4 , 1 50 3,498 2,864 638 C ru iser htp c pe 4 ,205 3 ,331  5 ,756 
75A Turn p ike Cruiser htp sdn 4 ,230 3,577 3,543 
768 cony cpe 4,295 3 ,536 844 Park Lane (wb 1 26.0) 

Park Lane ( wb 1 25.0) 57F Cru iser htp sdn 4 ,380 3,858 5 ,788 

57C P h aeton htp sdn 4,390 3,944 5,241 
63F Cru i ser htp cpe 4 ,300 3 ,794 2 ,974 

63C P h aeton htp cpe 4,280 3,867 3 , 1 58 
760 c o ny c pe 4,500 4,0 1 8  1 ,525 

76C cony c pe 4 ,405 4 , 1 1 8  853 Station Wagon (wb 1 26.0) 

Station Wagon (wb 1 22.0) 77A Commuter 4d,  6-9P 4 ,301 3 , 1 27 1 4 ,949 

56A Commuter 2d , 6P 4,400 3 ,035 1 ,9 1 2 
778 Colony Park 4d , 9P 4,558 3,837 7 ,41 1 

568 Voyager 2d , 6P 4,435 3 ,535 568 1 960 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

77A Commuter 4d , 6P 4,485 3 , 1 05 8,601 L6, 1 44.3 3 .50 X 2 .50 90 S-Comet 
778 Colony P ark 4d ,  6-9P 4 ,605 3,775 4 ,474 V8 , 31 2.0 3 .80 X 3 .44 205 S-Monterey, Commuter 
77C Commuter 4d , 9P 4,525 3,201 4,227 V8, 383.0 4 .30 X 3.30 280 O-Monterey, Commuter 
770 Voyager 4d ,  6-9P 4,540 3,635 2 ,520 V8, 430.0 4 .30 x 3 .70 3 1 0  S-Montcla i r, P Lane,  C o l  Park 

1 958 Engines bore x stroke bhp availability 1 961 
V8, 31 2.0 3 .80 X 3.44 235 S-Med a l ist o n l y  

Comet ( wb 1 14.0; wgn -109.5) Wght Price Prod 
V8, 383.0 4.30 X 3.30 31 2 S-Monterey, Commuter 
V8, 383.0 4.30 X 3.30 330 S-Montc lai r, Voyager, Co l  Park 54A sdn 4d 2,41 1 2 ,055 85,332 
V8, 430.0 4 .30 X 3 .70 360 S-Park Lane 59A w g n  2d 2 ,548 2 ,3 1 2  4 , 1 99 

62A sdn 2d 2 ,376 2,000 7 1 ,563 

1 959 62A S-22 sdn 2d 2 ,441 2 ,284 1 4,004 

Monterey (wb 1 26.0) Wght Price Prod 
7 1 A  wgn 4d 2 ,581 2 ,355 22 , 1 65 

57A htp sdn 4,0 1 3  2 ,9 1 8  1 1 ,355 
Meteor ( wb 1 20.0) 

58A sdn 4d 3,985 2 ,832 43,570 58A 600 sdn 4d 3 ,7 1 4  2 ,589 �1 8,1 1 7  
63A htp cpe 3,932 2 ,854 1 7 ,232 64A 600 sdn 2d 3,647 2 ,535 

64A sdn 2d 3 ,9 1 4  2 ,768 1 2,694 54A 800 sdn 4d 3 ,762 2 ,767 

76A cony cpe 4 ,074 3 , 1 50 4,426 62A 800 sdn 2d 3,680 2 ,7 1 3 r---35,005 

Montcla ir  ( wb 1 26.0) 
65A 800 htp cpe 3,694 2,774 
75A 800 htp sdn 3,780 2 ,839 

578 hlp sdn 4,234 3,437 6 ,71 3 
Monterey (wb 1 20 .0) 

58 8  sdn 4d 4,205 3 ,308 9 ,514  
638 hlp c pe 4 , 1 46 3,357 7 ,375 548 s d n  4d 3 ,777 2 ,871 22,881 

Park lane ( wb 1 28.0) 
658 hlp cpe 3 ,709 2 ,878 1 0,942 
758 hlp sdn 3 , 795 2 ,943 9 ,252 

57C hlp sdn 4,386 4,031 7 ,206 76A cony c pe 3,872 3 , 1 28 7 ,053 
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Station Wagon (wb 120.0) 

7 1 A  Comm uter 4d ,  6P 
71 8 Colony Park 4d , 6P 
71 8 Colony Park 4d , 9P 
71 C Comm uter 4d , 9P 
1961 EngInes bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 1 44.3 3.50 X 2.50 85 
L6, 1 70.0 3 .50 x 2 .94 1 0 1  
L6, 223.0 3.62 X 3.60 1 35 
V8, 292.0 3.75 x 3.30 1 75 
V8, 352 .0 4.00 X 3.50 220 
V8, 390 .0 4 .05 x 3.78 300 

1 962 
Comet (wb 114.0; wgn-109.5) 

54A sdn 4d 
548 Custom sdn 4d 
59A wgn 2d 
598 Custom wgn 2d 
62A sdn 2d 
628 Custom sdn 2d 
62C S-22 sdn 2d 
71 A wgn 4d 
71 8 C ustom wgn 4d 
7 1 C  V i l l ager wgn 4d 
Meteor (wb 1 1 65) 

54A sdn 4d 
548 Custom sdn 4d 
62A sdn 2d 
628 Custom sdn 2d 
62C S-33 sdn 2d 
Monterey (wb 1 20.0) 

54A sdn 4d 
62A sdn 4d 
65A htp cpe 
75A htp sdn 
Monterey Custom (wb 120.0) 

548 sdn 4d 
658 htp epe 
65C S-55 htp epe 
758 htp sdn 
76A eonv epe 
768 S-55 conv epe 
Station Wagon (wb 1 20.0) 

7 1 A  Commuter 4d ,  6P 
71 C Comm uter 4d, 9P 
71 8 Colony Park 4d, 6P 
7 1 0 Colony Park 4d, 9P 
1962 EngInes bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 1 44.3  3.50 x 2.50 85 
L6, 1 70.0 3.50 X 2.94 1 01 
L6, 223.0 3.62 X 3.60 1 38  
V8, 221 .0 3.5O X 2.87 1 45 
V8, 260.0 3.80 X 2 .87 1 64  
V8, 292.0 3.75 X 3.30 1 70 

V8, 352.0 4 .oo X 3.5O 220 
V8, 390.0 4.05 X 3.78 330 

1 963 
Comet (wb 114.0; wgn·1095) 

54A sdn 4d 
54 8  Custom s d n  4d 
59A wgn 2d 
598 Custom wgn 2d 
62A sdn 2d 
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Wght 

4 , 1 1 5  
4 , 1 31 
4 , 1 71 
4 , 1 55 

availability 

S-Comet 
O-Comet 

Price Prod 

2 ,924 8,945 
3, 1 2�7 887 3, 1 9 1 ' 
2,994 6 

O-Meteor 600/800, Commuter 
S-a l l  exe Comet 
O- a l l  exe Comet 
O-al l exe Comet 

Wght 

2,457 
2,648 
2,626 
2,642 
2 ,420 
2,431 
2 ,458 
2 ,662 
2 ,679 
2,71 2 

2 ,956 
2,964 
2,922 
2 ,930 
2 ,960 

3,772 
3,695 
3,71 2 
3,781 

3,836 
3,772 
4 ,802 
3,851 
3,938 
3,968 

4 , 1 20 
4 , 1 32 
4 , 1 86 
4 , 1 98 

availabil ity 

S-Comet 

Price Prod 

2 , 1 39 
2 226 1--70,227 

, : =-2,396 r--2 1 21 2 ,483 ' 
2 ,084 
2 , 1 70 1--73,880 
2,3� 
2 ,439 
2 526 1--1 6,759 
2:7 1 0  2,31 8 

2 ,340 1 8,708 
2,428 23,484 
2 ,278 1 1 ,550 
2 ,366 9,4 1 0  
2 ,509 5,900 

2 ,726 1 8,975 
2 ,672 5,1 1 7  
2 ,733 5,328 
2,798 2,69 1  

2,965 27,591 
2,972 1 0,81 4 
3,488 2,772 
3,037 8,932 
3,222 5,489 
3,738 1 ,31 5 

2.9i}= 8 389 2 ,990 ' 
3,21 9 9 596 3,289 ' 

S-Meteor; O-Comet 
S-Monterey, Commuter 
O-Meteor 
O-Meteor 
S-Custom,  Col Park ; O-M ntry ,  
Cmmtr 
O- a l l  except Comet, Meteor 
O-al l  exe Comet, Meteor 

Wght Price Prod 

2 ,499 2 , 1 39 24,230 
2,508 2,206 27,498 
2,644 2,440 623 
2,659 2 ,527 272 
2,462 2 ,084 24,351 

Wght Price Prod 

628 Custom sdn 2d 2 ,471 2 , 1 71  1 1 ,897 
62C S-22 sdn 2d 2,51 2 2,368 6,303 
638 Custom htp cpe 2,572 2,605 9,432 
63C S-22 htp epe 2 ,61 3 2 ,635 5,807 
71 A wgn 4d 2,681  2,483 4,4 1 9  
7 1 8  Custom w g n  4d 2,696 2,570 5, 1 51 
71 C V i l lager wgn 4d 2,736 2,754 1 ,529 
76A Custom conv cpe 2,784 2 ,557 7,354 
768 S-22 c onv c pe 2 ,825 2,71 0 5,757 
-

Meteor (wb 1 165; wgn·1 1 55) 

54A sdn 4d 3,025 2,340 9 , 1 83 
548 Custom sdn 4d 3,031 2,428 1 4,498 
62A sdn 2d 2 ,986 2 ,278 3,935 
628 Custom sdn 2d 2,992 2 , 366 2,704 
65A C u stom htp epe 3,01 0 2 ,448 7,565 
658 S-33 htp cpe 3,030 2 ,628 4,865 
71 8 wgn 4d,  6P 3,303 2,631 2,904 
71 0 Cus Cru i ser wgn 4d , 6-9P 3,3 1 9  2 ,886 1 ,485 
71 E Custom wgn 4d , 6-9P 3,31 1 2 , 7 1 9  3,636 
Monterey (120.0) 

54A sdn 4d 3 ,944 2 ,887 1 8, 1 77 
62A sdn 2d 3,854 2 ,834 4,640 
65A htp epe 3,869 2 ,930 3,879 
75A htp sdn 3,959 2,995 1 ,692 
Monterey Custom (wb 120.0) 

548 sd n 4d 3,956 3,075 39,542 
638 M arauder fstbk htp cpe 3,887 3,083 7,298 
63C S-55 M arauder fst bk htp cpe 3,900 3,650 2,319 
658 htp cpe 3,881 3,083 1 0,693 
65C S-55 htp epe 3,894 3 ,650 3,863 
758 htp sdn 3,97 1 3 , 1 48 8,604 
75C S-55 htp sdn 3,984 3,71 5 1 ,203 
76A eonv epe 4,043 3,333 3,783 
768 S-55 eonv epe 4,049 3,900 1 ,379 
Stat!on Wagon ( wb 1 20.0) 

71 8 Colony Park 4d , 6P 4,306 3,295 6,447 
71 0 Colony Park 4d, 9P 4,3 1 8  3,365 7,529 
1963 EngInes bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 1 44.3 3.50 x 2 .50 85 S-Comet sd n s  
L6, 1 70.0 3.50 X 2.94 1 0 1  Soother Comet, Meteor 
V8, 221 .0 3.50 X 2.87 1 45 O-Comet, Meteor 
V8, 260.0 3.80 X 2.87 1 64 O-Meteor/Cus, S-33, Comet 
V8, 390 .0 4 .05 x 3.78 250 S-Monterey, Monterey Custom 
V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3.78 300 S-S-55; O-other Monterey 
V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3.78 330 O-Montereys, wagons 
V8, 406.0 4 . 1 3 x 3.78 385 O-Monterey, Monterey Custom 
V8, 406.0 4 . 1 3 X 3.78 405 O-Monterey , Monterey C u stom 

1964 
Comet 202 (wb 1 14.0) Wght Price Prod 

01 sdn 2d 2,539 2 ,1 26 33,824 
02 sdn 4d 2,580 2 , 1 82 29 , 1 47 
32 wgn 4d 2,727 2 ,463 5,504 
Comet 404 (wb 1 14.0) 

1 1  sdn 2d 2,551 2 ,2 1 3  1 2,51 2 
1 2  sdn 4d 2 ,588 2 ,269 25,1 36 
34 Custom wgn 4d 2 ,741 2,550 6,9 1 8  
36 V i l l ager wgn 4d 2 ,745 2 ,734 1 ,980 
Comet Caliente (wb 1 14.0) 

22 sdn 4d 2,668 2 ,350 27,21 8  
23 htp epe 2,688 2 ,375 31 ,204 
25 eonv c pa 2,861 2 ,636 9,039 
Comet Cyclone (wb 1 14.0) 

27 htp epe 2,860 2 ,655 7,454 
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Monterey (wb 120.0) Wght Price Prod Park Lane (wb 123.0) Wght Price Prod 

4 1  sdn 2d 3,895 2 ,8 1 9  3,932 62 Breezeway sdn 4d 3,988 3,369 8,335 
42 sdn 4d 3,985 2 ,892 20,234 65 cony c pe 4,01 3 3,599 3,006 
43 htp c pe 3,91 0 2,884 2,926 67 htp cpe 3,908 3,367 6,853 
45 cony c pe 4,027 3,226 2 ,592 68 htp sdn 3,983 3 ,442 1 4 ,21 1 
47 M arauder fstbk htp cpe 3,9 1 6  2 ,884 8,760 

Station Wagon (wb 1 19.0) 48 M arauder fstbk htp sdn 3,91 4 2 ,957 4 , 1 43 
Montclair (wb 120.0) 

72 Commuter 4d,  6P 4, 1 78 3,235 5,453 
72 Com m uter 4d , 9P 4,2 1 3  3,3 1 2  2 ,628 

52 sdn 4d 3,996 3 , 1 1 6  1 5,520 76 Colony P ark 4d, 6P 4,228 3,434 6,9 1 0  
5 3  htp c pe 3,921 3, 1 27 2 ,329 76 Colony Park 4d , 9P 4,263 3,51 1 8,384 
57 M arauder fstb k  htp cpe 3,927 3 , 1 27 6,459 

1965 Engines bore x stroke bhp availability 58 M arauder fstbk htp sdn 4,01 7 3 , 1 8 1  8,655 
Park Lane (wb 120.0) 

L6, 200.0 3.68 x 3. 1 5  1 20 S-Comet 
V8, 289 .0 4 .00 x 2 .87 200 S-Cyc lone;  O-other Comet 

62 sdn 4d 4 ,035 3,348 6,230 V8, 289.0 4.00 X 2.87 225 O-Comet 
63 htp c pe 3,960 3 ,359 1 ,786 V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3 .78 250 S-Monterey, Comm uter 
64 htp sdn 4,050 3,4 1 3  2 ,402 V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3.78 266 S-Montc l a i r, Colony P ark 
65 cony c pe 4,066 3 ,549 1 ,967 V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3 .78 300 S-Park Lane;  O-al /  exc Comet 
67 M arauder fstb k  htp c pe 3,966 3,359 1 ,052 V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3 .78 330 O-a l /  exc Comet 
68 M arauder fstbk htp sdn 4,056 3,4 1 3  4,505 V8, 427.0 4 .23 x 3 .78 425 O-al /  exc Comet 
Station Wagon (wb 1 20.0) 1 966 72 Com muter 4d , 6P 4,259 3,236 3,484 
72 Commuter  4d,  9P 4,271 3,306 1 ,839 Comet 202 (wb 1 1 6.0; wgn-113.0) Wght Price Prod 

76 Colony Park 4d , 6P 4,275 3,434 4 ,234 01  sdn 2d 2,864 2 ,206 35,964 
76 Colony Park 4d, 9P 4,287 3,504 5,624 02 sdn 4d 2 ,908 2 ,263 20,440 
1964 Engines bore x stroke bhp availability 06 Voyager wgn 4d 3,282 2 ,553 7,595 

L6 , 1 70.0 3.50 x 2 .94 1 01 S-Comet Comet Capri (wb 116.0; wgn-113.0) 

L6, 200.0 3.68 x 3. 1 5  1 1 6 O-Comet 1 2  sdn 4d 2 ,928 2 ,378 1 5,635 
V8, 260.0 3.80 x 2.87 1 64 O-Comet 1 3  htp c pe 2 ,960 2 ,400 1 5,031 
V8, 289.0 4.00 x 2.87 2 1 0  S-Cyc lone;  O-other Comets 1 6  V i l / ager wgn 4d 3,31 9 2 ,790 3,880 
V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3 .78 250 S-al /  exe Comet, Park Lane 
V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3.78 266 O-a l /  exc Comet, Park Lane Comet Cal iente (wb 1 16.0) 

V8, 390.0 4 .05 X 3.78 300 S-Park Lane 22 sdn 4d 2 ,930 2 ,453 1 7,933 
V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3.78 330 O-Park Lane 23 htp c pe 2 ,966 2 ,475 25,862 
V8, 427.0 4.23 x 3.78 4 1 0  O-Monterey, Montc l air ,  P L ane 25 cony c pe 3,228 2 ,735 3,922 
V8, 427.0 4 .23 x 3.78 425 O-Monterey, Montc l ai r ,  P Lane 

Comet Cyclone (wb 1 16.0) 

1 965 27 htp c pe 3,078 2 ,700 6,889 

Comet 202 (wb 1 14.0) Wght Price Prod 
27 GT htp cpe 3,31 5 2 ,89 1 1 3,81 2  
29 cony c pe 3,321 2,961 1 ,305 

01  sdn 2d 2 , 584 2 , 1 54 32,425 29 GT cony c pe 3,595 3, 1 52 2 , 1 58 
0 2  s d n  4d 2 ,624 2 , 2 1 0  23,501 

Monterey (wb 123.0) 32 wgn 4d 2 , 784 2,49 1 4,81 4 
Comet 404 (wb 1 14.0) 

42 B reezeway sdn 4d 3,966 2 ,9 1 7 1 4 , 1 74 
43 sdn 2d 3,835 2,783 2,487 

1 1  sdn 2d 2 ,594 2,241 1 0,900 44 sdn 4d 3,903 2 ,854 1 8,998 
1 2  sdn 4d 2 ,629 2 ,294 1 8 ,628 45 cony c pe 4,039 3,237 3,279 
34 Custom wgn 4d 2,789 2 ,578 5,226 47 fstbk htp c pe 3,885 2 ,9 1 5  1 9 , 1 03 
36 V i l / ager w g n  4d 2,789 2 ,762 1 ,592 48 fstbk htp sdn 3,928 2 ,990 7,647 
Comet Caliente (wb 1 14.0) 5-55 (wb 123.0) 

2 2  s d n  4d 2 ,659 2 ,378 20,337 46 cony cpe 4 , 1 48 3,6 1 4  669 
23 htp sdn 2 ,684 2 ,403 29,247 49 fstbk htp cpe 4,031 3,292 2 ,91 6 
2 5  cony c pe 2 ,869 2 ,664 6,035 

Montclair (wb 123.0) 
Comet Cyclone (wb 1 14.0) 54 sdn 4d 3,921 3 ,087 1 1 ,856 
2 7  h t p  c pe 2 ,994 2 ,683 1 2,347 57 fstbk htp cpe 3,887 3 , 1 44 1 1 ,290 
Monterey (wb 123.0) 

58 fstbk htp sdn 3,971 3 ,2 1 7 1 5,767 

42 Breezeway sdn 4d 3,898 2 ,904 1 9, 569 Park Lane (wb 123.0) 

43 sdn 2d 3,788 2 , 767 5,775 62 Breezeway sdn 4d 4,051 3,389 8,692 
44 sdn 4d 3 ,853 2 ,839 23,363 65 cony c pe 4 , 1 48 3,608 2 , 546 
45 cony c pe 3,928 3,230 4,762 67 fstbk htp c pe 3,971 3,387 8,354 
4 7  htp c pe 3,823 2 ,902 1 6,857 68 fstbk htp sdn 4,070 3,460 1 9 ,204 
48 htp sdn 3,893 2,978 1 0,047 

Station Wagon (wb 1 19.0) 
Montclair (wb 123.0) 72 Commuter 4d, 6P 4,280 3 ,240 3,970 
52 Breezeway sdn 4d 3,933 3 , 1 37 1 8,924 72 Comm uter 4d, 9P 4,331 3,336 2,877 
57 htp c pe 3,848 3,1 35 9 ,645 76 Colony Park 4d , 6P 4,332 3 ,502 7 , 1 90 
58 htp sdn 3,928 3,2 1 0  1 6,977 76 Colony P ark 4d, 9P 4,383 3,598 1 1 ,704 
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Mercury 

bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3.78 3 1 5  S-P Lane,  Brg h m ,  M arqu i s ;  0- V8, 429 .0 4 .36 x 3.59 360 S- X- 1 00 ; O-other fu l l-size 
other fu l l-s ize 1 970 V8, 390 .0 4 .05 x 3.78 325 S-C o u g ar GT;  O-Montego exc � .. 

MX wg n ,  Cyc lone,  Cougar,  XR7 Montego (wb 1 1 7 .0; wgn-1 14.0) Wght Price Prod 
V8, 427.0 4.23 x 3.78 390 S-C o u g ar GTE;  O-Montego htps 
V8, 428.0 4 . 1 3 x 3.98 340 O-fu l l -s ize o n l y  0 1  h t p  c pe 2,859 2 ,645 21 ,298 

02 sdn 4d 3,208 2,631 1 3,988 
1 969 06 MX sdn 4d 3,2 1 5  2,728 1 6,708 

07 MX htp cpe 3,228 2,740 1 5 ,533 
Comet (wb 1 1 6.0) Wght Price Prod 08 MX w g n  4 d ,  6P 3,653 3,091 5,094 
01  htp cpe 3, 1 75 2 ,532 1 4 , 1 04 1 0  M X  Bro u g h am sdn 4d 3 ,238 2 ,896 3,31 5 

1 1  M X  Brougham htp cpe 3,248 2 ,9 1 5  8,074 
Montego (wb 1 1 6.0; wgn-11 3.0) 1 2  M X  Broug h am htp sdn 3,268 3,037 3,685 
06 sdn 4d 3 , 1 40 2,556 21 ,950 1 8  M X  Brghm w g n  4d,  6P 3,668 3,304 2 ,682 
07 htp cpe 3, 1 54 2 ,605 1 7,785 Cyclone (wb 1 17 .0) 
08 MX wgn 4d 3,504 2 ,979 1 0 ,590 1 5  1 0  M X  sdn 4d 3, 1 74 2 ,71 8 1 6, 1 48 htp cpe 3,721 3,238 1 ,695 
1 0  M X  Bro u g h am sdn 4d 3 , 1 98 2 ,808 1 ,590 1 6  G T  htp cpe 3,462 3 ,226 1 0, 1 70 
1 1  M X  htp c pe 3 , 1 86 2 ,736 23, 1 60 1 7  Spoi ler  htp cpe 3,773 3 ,759 1 ,631 
1 1  M X  Bro u g h am htp cpe 3 ,2 1 0  2 ,826 1 ,226 Cougar (wb 1 1 1 .1 )  

Cyclone ( wb 1 1 6.0) 9 1  htp cpe 3,285 3 , 1 1 4  49,479 
1 5  fst bk htp cpe 3,273 2 , 771 5,882 92 cony cpe 3,382 3,480 2 ,322 
1 6  C J  fst bk htp cpe 3,634 3,224 3,261 93 XR7 htp c pe 3,31 1 3 ,4 1 3  1 8, 565 

94 XR7 cony cpe 3,408 3,692 1 ,977 
Cougar ( wb 1 1 1 .0) 

Monterey (wb 1 24.0; wgn-121 .0) 
9 1  h t p  c pe 3,2 1 9  3,0 1 6  66,331 44 sdn 4d 3,926 3,248 29,432 92 cony cpe 3,343 3 ,382 5,796 45 cony c pe 4,071 3,668 58 1  
93 XR7 htp c pe 3,221 3,31 5 23,91 8 46 htp cpe 3,890 3,329 9,359 94 XR7 cony c pe 3,343 3,595 4,024 48 htp sdn 3,96 1 3,406 5,032 
Monterey ( wb 1 24.0, wgn 1 21 .0) 72 wgn 4d , 6P 4,235 3,682 1 ,657 
44 sdn 4d 3,948 3, 1 58 23,009 72 wgn 4 d ,  9 P  4 ,327 3,774 3,507 
45 cony c pe 4,093 3,540 1 ,297 Monterey Custom (wb 1 24.0) 

46 htp cpe 3,970 3 ,237 9 ,865 54 sdn 4d 3,931 3,520 4,823 
48 htp sdn 4,008 3,31 3 6,066 56 htp cpe 3,922 3,600 1 ,357 
72 wgn 4d ,  6-9P 4,277 3,536 5,844 58 htp sdn 3,973 3,676 1 , 1 94 
Monterey Custom (wb 1 24.0; wgn-121 .0) Marauder (wb 1 21 .0) 

54 sd n 4d 4,01 3 3,377 7 , 1 03 60 htp c pe 3,972 3 ,503 3,397 
56 htp c pe 3,998 3,459 2 ,898 61 X - 1 00 htp cpe 4 , 1 28 4 , 1 36 2,646 
58 htp sdn 4 ,023 3,533 2,827 

Marquis (wb 1 24.0; wgn-121 .0) 74 w g n  4 d ,  6-9P 4 ,342 3,757 1 ,920 
62 Bro u g h am sdn 4d 4 , 1 66 4 ,367 1 4 ,920 

Marauder (wb 1 21 .0) 63 sdn 4d 4 , 1 2 1  4,052 1 4 ,394 
60 htp c pe 4,044 3 ,368 9,031 64 Bro u g h am htp cpe 4 , 1 1 9  4 ,428 7 , 1 1 3  
61 X-1 00 htp cpe 4 , 1 9 1  4 ,09 1 5,635 65 cony c pe 4,337 4 ,3 1 8  1 ,233 

Marquis (wb 1 24.0; wgn-121 .0) 
66 htp cpe 4,072 4 , 1 1 3  6,229 
67 Brougham htp sdn 4 , 1 82 4 ,500 1 1 ,623 

63 sdn 4d 4 ,226 3,857 1 6,787 68 htp sdn 4 , 1 4 1  4 , 1 85' 8 ,41 1 
63 Bro u g h a m  sdn 4d 4 , 1 95 4 , 1 29 1 4,601 74 w g n  4 d ,  6P 4 ,347 3,930 959 
65 cony c pe 4,359 4 , 1 24 2 , 3 1 9  74 w g n  4d , 9P 4,393 4,022 1 ,429 
66 htp c pe 4 , 1 92 3,9 1 9  9,907 76 Colony Park w g n  4d,  6P 4 ,442 4 , 1 23 4 ,655 
66 Bro u g h a m  htp c pe 4,21 5 4 , 1 9 1  8 ,395 76 Colony Park wgn 4d , 9P 4 ,488 4,21 5 1 4,549 
68 htp sdn 4 ,237 3,990 1 4 ,423 1 970 Engines bore x stroke bhp availability 
68 Bro u g h am htp sdn 4 ,436 4,262 1 4 ,966 
76 Colony Park w g n  4d , 6-9P 4,376 3,895 25,604 L6, 250.0 3.68 x 3.91 1 55 S-Mo ntego 

V8, 302.0 4 .00 x 3.00 220 O-Montego 
1 969 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity V8, 302.0 4.00 X 3.00 290 O-Cougar E l i m i n ator 
L6 , 250.0 3.68 x 3.91 1 55 S-Comet, M o n tego V8, 351 .0 4 .00 x 3.50 250 S-Cyc lone, Cougar;  O-Montego 
V8, 302.0 4 .00 x 3.00 220 S-Cyc lone;  O-Comet, Montego V8, 351 .0 4.00 x 3.50 300 S-C g r  E lmntr ;  O-C o u g ,  Montego 
V8, 351 .0  4 .00 x 3 .50 250 S-Co u g ;  O-Montego, Comet, V8 , 390.0 4 .05 x 3 .78 265 S-Mon terey, M arauder, C. Park 

Cyc wim an 
V8, 351 .0 4 .00 x 3.50 290 O-C o u g ,  Comet, Cyc, Montego V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3 .78 280 S-above mode ls  w/auto 
V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3.78 265 S-M ntry,  Mrdr,  SW wim an V8, 428.0 4 . 1 3 x  3.98 335 O-C o u g ar 
V8, 390.0 4 .05 x 3 .78 280 S-M ntry,  M rdr,  SW wiman V8, 429 .0 4 .36 x 3.59 320 S-M arq u i s  exc Colony Park 
V8, 390.0 4.05 x 3.78 320 O-C o u g ,  Monteg o ,  Cyc, Comet V8, 429.0 4 .36 x 3.59 360 S-Cyc, M rd r  X - 1 00 ;  O-Montego 
V8 , 428.0 4 . 1 3 x 3 .98 335 S-CJ ; O-Cou gar;  Montego exc exc Spoi ler,  M n t ry,  Mrdr, C P ark 

B rg h m ,  SW, conv/sd n s  with V8, 429 .0 4 .36 X 3.59 370 S-Spoi ler;  O-Cyc lone,  GP 
4spd V8, 429 .0 4 .36 X 3.59 375 O-a l l  Cyc lone 

V8, 428 .0 4 . 1 3 X 3.98 335 O-C o u g ,  Cyc, Cyc CJ (ram air)  V8, 429 .0 4 .36 x 3.59 375 O-a l l  Cyc lone ( " Boss") 
V8, 429 .0 4 .36 X 3.59 320 S-Marq u is;  O-othe r f u l l-size ·Avai lable i n  Ram-Air and non-Ram-Air versions.  
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Nash N ash-Kelvinator Corp. ( 1 940-53 ) ;  N ash Div is ion ,  American Motors Corporation ( 1953-57) 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 

The f i rst Nash appeared in  1 9 1 8  and so ld  wel l .  The 
company ex panded i n  the 1 920s, absorb i n g  f i rms 

l i ke M i tche l l  and Lafayette ,  and prod uced the low­
pr i ced , s ix-cy l i nder Aj ax . Nash re i n trodu ced the Lafay­
ette as an i nexpens ive compan ion make i n  1 934 . Se I l ­
i n g  for as l i tt le as $600, Lafayette estab l i shed its 
bu i lder 's  i n tent ion to pu rsue the low-to-midd le-pr ice 
market .  

After bottom ing  out at 1 5 ,000 u n its in Depress ion year 
1 933, Nash sales stead i l y i nc reased , reach i n g  a record 
i n  1 937 . A momentary downtu rn occu r red the next year, 
but the com pany soon retu rned to h i g h  vo l u me:  60 ,000-
p lus  in 1 939 and '40, 84,000 i n  1 94 1 . In the l ate '30s, 
Nash and Lafayette combi ned prod uct ion had ranked 
around 1 4th i n  the i ndustry.  

For Nash ,  1 940 marked the end of an era :  the l ast 
Lafayette and the l ast use of separate body-and-chassis 
construct ion . The l i ne cons i sted of the Lafayette Six 
and the Nash Am bassador with s i x-cyl i n der or  strai ght­
e i g ht power.  The s ix  was a valve- i n -head des i g n ,  p ro­
d u c i n g  99 horsepower i n  the Lafayette and 1 05 bhp i n  

1940 Ambassador E ight fou r-door fastback sedan 

1 941 "600" De Luxe fou r-door sedan 
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the Ambassador .  Hav i n g  seven mai n bear i n g s , i t  was 
an except ional ly  q u iet and smooth- run n i ng  u n i t ,  i f  not 
exact ly speedy off the l i ne .  The ref i ned n i ne-m ai n-bear­
i n g  Ambassador e igh t  was a lso a valve- i n-head power­
p lant ,  w i th 1 1 5  bhp .  For about $ 1 50 more than the Lafay­
ette , the Am bassador S ix  offered a fo u r- i nch longer  
wheel base and more horsepower .  Looks were s i m i l ar .  
Both used stron g ,  vert i cal , peaked g r i l les and smooth , 
f low i n g  l i nes comp lemented by n i ce ly  rou n ded fenders.  
Body styles in al l th ree ser ies were exact ly the same. 
Nash and Lafayette com bi ned output recorded 62, 1 3 1 
u n i ts fo r the model  year. 

The u n i t  body/chass i s  600 for 1 94 1  was an i m portant 
breakthrou g h  for Nash . (The desi g n at ion ,  i n c i dental ly ,  
stood for 600 m i les to a 20-ga l lon tankfu l . )  Sty l i n g  was 
s i m i l ar to the 1 940 l i ne,  but d i fferent en ough  to be 
accepted as ent i rely new .  I t  was a handsome package 
on a 1 1 2- i nch  wheel base and pr ice was rem arkab l e :  
j u st $805 for the fastback fou r-door sed an , less than the 
pr ice of a Ford V8 . Time ca l led i t  " the o n l y  completely 
new car in 1 94 1 , "  and sales were h i g h .  The 600 eng i ne 

1 940 Ambassador with custom cabriolet coachwork 

1 941 Ambassador Eight Al l -Purpose cabriolet 



was a 1 72 .6-c i d  s i x .  E i g ht d i fferent mode ls  were offered 
wi th  Spec i a l or Del u xe t r i m ,  al l e i ther  sed ans or cou pes .  
C abr io lets (two-door convert i b les )  were l i sted in  
the h i g h-p r i ced Am bassador  S ix  l i ne ,  w i t  h the 234 
eng i ne and a 1 2 1 - i nch  wheel base , and t h e  Am bassador  
E i g ht that shared th is  same body and chass is .A l together, 
1 94 1  proved to be very p rof i tabl e .  N ash-Kelv i n ator 
c l osed the fi scal year w i th  a $4 .6  m i l l i on prof i t .  

Nash b u i l t on ly  3 1 , 780 cars  fo r the short 1 942 model  
year .  They had d i st i nct ive styl i n g ,  the resu l t  of a b ig 
face l i ft .  Fo l l owi n g  a desi g n  trend of the day ,  Nash 
adopted a low , wraparound  g r i l l e made up of th ree hor i ­
zontal  bars . Th i s  mot i f  was repeated on the fenders .  
The tal l '4 1  front isp iece was d ropped i n  favor of a vert i ­
ca l  n amep late a n d  smal l u pper g r i l l e o f  hor izontal bars.  
Park i n g l i g hts appeared atop the front fen ders and a 
l arger  h ood orn amen t was u sed . The th ree-model  
l i n e u p-600, Am bassado r  S ix  and E i g ht-remai ned ,  
but  fewer  body styles were offered . 

D u r i n g  the war ,  Nash -Kelv i n ator m an u factu red $600 
m i l l ion  worth of a i rcraft en g i nes an d parts,  m u n i t ions ,  
cargo trai lers ,  and  bi nocu l ar cases . 

N ash f i n i shed th i rd i n  the f i rst postwar prod uct ion 
race .  That was c alendar year 1 945 ,  wh ich amou nted to 
o n l y  fou r  months  of c iv i l i an car b u i l d i n g .  But  the f i rm 

1 942 A m bassador E i ght  fou r-door sedan 

1942 "600" fou r-door sedan 

Nash 

resumed operat ions  ear l i er than  most ,  and actua l l y  bu i l t  
6 1 48 cars d u r i n g  that per i od-one Nash for every two 
Chevro lets .  I n  1 946 . the fi rst fu l l  postw ar mode l  year, 
Nash produ ced about 94 .000 c a r s  an d ran ked e i ghth ; i n  
1 947 -48 , hav i ng prod u ced 1 0 1 ,000 a n d  1 1 0 ,000 u n i ts ,  i t  
ran 1 0th a n d  1 1 th .  These e3r ly  postwar years were good 
ones for the com pany,  and profits were h i g h .  

I n  J u n e  1 948 , c i g ar - c h o m p i n g  N a s h  p re s i d e n t  
G eorge W .  M ason su cceeded t h e  venerab l e  Char les W .  
Nash as c h ai rman o f  t h e  board . Nash d i ed that month 
at age 84 . D u r i n g  the 1 946 ce lebrat ion  of the i n d ust ry ' s  
G o lden J u b i lee ,  he 'd  been one  of  a dozen i n d ustry p i o­
neers sti l l  l i v i n g  to sh are i n  the honors .  Among execu ­
t ives o f  i n dependent  compan ies ,  M ason was t h e  most 
far-see i n g . He k new the i ndependents wou ld  eventual ly  
h ave to merge to s u rv ive ,  and hoped to put  Nash to­
g ether  w i th  H udso n ,  and u l t imate ly  wi th  Studebaker 
and Pac kard as wel l .  

L i ke most other automakers ,  Nash bu i l t s l i g ht ly  reno­
vated vers ions  of i ts 1 942 mode ls  for 1 946,  '47 ,  and '48 .  
M an agement d ropped the e i g ht to con cent rate on 
s i xes, i ncreas i n g  the 600 's  horsepower to 82 and the 
Am bassador ' s  to 1 1 2 .  Even thou g h  alterat ions  were 
m i nor ,  styl i n g  appeared q u i te fresh . 

The 600 ser ies compr ised th ree model s i n  1 946-47 : a 

1946 A m bassador fou r-door sedan 

1 946 A m bassador Suburban fou r-door sedan 
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Nash 

two-door brou gham and fou r-door sed ans w i th tru n k­
back or fastback l i nes . The Ambassador Six offered 
those th ree p l us  the u n i que Sed an Subu rban . L i ke the 
Ch rys ler Tow n & Cou n try and Fo rd/Mercury Sports­
man ,  it was l av i sh ly  tr i m med with wood . Nash bu i l t 272 
Sedan Su bu rbans i n  1 946 ; 595 in 1 947 ;  1 30 i n  1 948 . 
Becau se of the handwork i nvolved , they were q u i te ex­
pen s ive, and were not fast se l lers .  But they pl ayed the 
same role as the i r  Chrys ler  and Ford counterparts, 
att ract i n g  buyers to showrooms w i th the promise of 
someth i n g  new. Suburbans were pretty cars ,  and u l t i ­
mate ly  became popu l ar w i th  co l lectors.  Unfo rtunate ly ,  
on l y  about 1 0  to 1 5  are thought to ex ist today .  

The 1 946 styl i n g  was on ly  s l i g h t ly  mod if ied for '47 . 
Nash had used i n board park i n g  l i g �; ts and a w ide cen-

1947 Ambassador fou r-door sedan 

1948 "600" Super fou r-door sedan 

1949 Ambassador Super fou r-door sedan 
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tral  g r i l l e in 1 946. For '47 ,  g r i l l es were w i dened ag ai n ,  
and new rai sed-center h u bcaps were used . Then i n  
1 948, the s i de mo l d i ng be low the be l t l i ne was el i m i ­
n ated , a n  i nexpens ive change  that i n advertent ly  made 
the cars appear h i g her and less stream l i ned than 
before . 

The model  l i ne was expanded fo r 1 948 . Ant ic i pat i n g  a 
s i g n i f ic an t upsurge i n  buyer dem and,  the company 
made the best of i ts  preVv'ar desi g n ,  offer i ng  th ree sty les 
of 600 an d two of Ambassador .  The pr ice leader was the 
600 Deluxe bus i ness coupe .  The usual  assortment of  
sed ans and brou g h ams was offered i n  Super and Cus­
tom tr i m .  S i m i l ar ly,  the Am bassador Super and Custom 
were l i sted . The Sedan Su burban was cont in ued as a 
Super .  The Custom i nc l uded a new co nvert i b le-the 
fi rst open Nash s i nce the war .  One thousand of these 
j au n ty soft-tops were prod uced that year .  (The company 
a lso b u i l t  a l i m ited n u m ber of trucks bear i ng  sed an -type 
front ends beg i n n i n g  i n  1 947 ;  most were exported . )  

Nash offi c i a ls  knew they 'd  have to come u p  wi th  an 
a l l -new car for 1 949 . M ost of the company's i ndepen­
dent r ivals had restyled by then ,  and the Big Th ree were 
ready ing  al l -new desi gns  that year .  Nash ' s  an swer was 
the 1 949-5 1 A i rf lyte. Though  it looks pos i t ively awfu l 
now, i t  was one of the most advanced cars of i ts d ay,  
br i st l i n g  wi th  u n u sua l  features .  I ts  shape was as pure ly 
aerodynam i c  as a postwar car ever had .  Thou gh  al l 
manufactu rers had toyed wi th  the " bathtu b"  look ,  o n l y  
Nash actua l ly p u t  i t  i nto produ ct ion . T h e  Ai rfl yte beg an 
d u r i n g  Wor ld  War I I .  N i l s Er i k Wah l berg had been a 
Nash eng i neer ever s i nce the com pany was formed i n  
1 9 1 6 . Ted U l r i c h ,  who 'd  been a un i t-body expon ent 
s i nce the '30s,  had hel ped create the 1 94 1  Nash wh i  Ie  
he was at Budd I n c . ,  the  body bu i lders.  The '41  was the  
fi rst successfu l mass-prod u ced u n i t-body car .  I ts  suc­
cess led to Wahl berg h i r i n g  U l r ich . 

Actu al styl i n g  of the Ai rflyte i s  c l ai med wi th  some 
author i ty by Holden Koto , who, with partner  Ted 
Pietsc h ,  showed a sma l l  scale model very much l i ke the 
eventua l  product ion vers ion to Wah l berg in 1 943.  Wah l ­
berg must have been i n terested becau se he  had been 
exper iment i ng  w i th w i n d  tunne l  tests on stream l i ned 
bod ies .  The Ai rf lyte ' s  aerodynam ics were super ior :  on ly  
1 1 3  pou nds o f  drag at 60  m i les per  hour ,  compared to  as 
much as 1 7 1 pounds for the s i m i l ar- loo k i n g  '49 
Pack ard . 

A l l  Ai rf lytes had a one-p iece c u rved w i ndsh i e l d ,  
" Un i scope" g auge  c l u ster (a pod mou nted atop the 
steeri ng  co l u m n ) ,  and fu l ly rec l i n i ng front seatbacks  
(pneumat ic  mattresses were so ld as  accessor ies) . The 
seats,  together w ith  the Nash-Kelv i nator " Weather­
Eye" heat i n g  and vent i l at ion  system , made the new 
Nash the most hab i table lon g-d i stance tou r i n g  car in 
Amer ica .  

Nash prod uced 1 35 ,000 cars for the 1 949 model year, 
shooti ng  i n to the i nd u st ry ' s  top 1 0 . The Ai rflyte 600s 
and Am bassadors u sed the same whee l bases and 
powerp l ants that had been u sed the year before. Th ree 
body types were offered : a two-door sedan ,  a fou r-door 



sed an , and a b ro u g h am (c l u b  coupe ) .  Pr i ces rem a ined 
compet i t ive : u nder  $2000 for the 600s ;  about $2200 to 
$2400 for the Am bassadors .  

At  the he i g ht of  the sel le r ' s  market , these cars d i d  
very wel l :  better ,  i n  fact, than any b i g  cars i n  Nash h i s­
tory.  For 1 950,  the f i g u re was 1 72 ,000 u n i ts-an al l - t ime 
company record ,  thou g h  i t  i n c l uded about  58,000 
R am b l ers .  The Statesman ( nee 600 )  eng i ne at 1 72 .6  
c i d  a lso powered the  R am b ler .  Respected s i nce i ts 
debut as an L-head in 1 928 , N ash 's  hardy old seven­
ma i n -bear i n g  s i x  h ad one  of the  longest prod uct i on  
runs  i n  h i story, and  was no t  d ropped u nt i l 1 956 . 

R i d i n g  a 1 00- i nch  whee l base , the l i tt l e  R am b le r  w as 
the very ant i thesi s of the h u g e  A i rf lyte. Thou g h  there 
h ad been sma l le r  c ars long  before Wo r ld  War I I , the 
R am b ler  was real ly  the f i rst com pact to se l l  in h i g h  vo l ­
u me .  I t  was the  progen i to r  of an  ent i re l y  new breed o f  
Amer i c an autom o b i l e .  Ford and  C hevro l et h ad exper i ­
mented w i th (and q u i c k l y  d i sc arded ) com pact-car 
desi g n s r i gh t  after the war, but  the i r  con cepts were 
fundamenta l ly  d i fferent from Nash ' s .  As former AM C 
Pres ident  G eorge Rom ney sai d ,  " I t 's  one th i n g  fo r a 
smal l com pany-a m arg i n al f i rm-to p ioneer a new 
concept l i ke that and real ly  push i t .  Bu t  i t ' s  another  
t h i n g  for peop le  who al ready h ave a b ig  s l ice to beg i n  
push i n g  someth i n g  that u ndercuts the i r  bas ic  m arket . "  

Sm al l c ars fasc i n ated George M ason .  I n  add i t ion  to 
strength-th ro u g h-merg ers,  M ason k new t h at i n depen­
dents needed c ars the B i g  Th ree d i d n ' t offer .  Together  
w i th  ch i ef en g i neer Meade M oore,  M ason kept  ham­
mer i n g  away u nt i l the R amb le r  w as a real i ty .  I t  arr ived 
j u st as the se l l -anyth i n g  era was com i n g to a c lose, and 
held N ash 's  head above water u n t i l the company 
merged w i th H u d son  to become Amer ican M otors i n  
1 954 .  AM C concentrated on  R amb lers after 1 957 . 

The f i rst-generat ion  R am bler  span n ed model  years 
1 950-52 .  I n  i ts f i rst seaso n ,  i t  w as so ld  as a two-door 
stat ion  wagon and an i n terest i n g  convert i b le ,  on  w h i ch 
the w i ndow frames were perm anent ly  f i xed and o n l y  the 
top co l l apsed . A Country C l u b  h ardtop was added for 
' 5 1 , but  most sa les came from the pract i ca l ,  attract ive 
wagons .  In  those ear ly d ays of a l l -steel w agons ,  R am ­
b lers accou n ted for 22 percen t  o f  total U . S .  sales o f  that 
body type. 

Road tester Tom M cC ah i l l  adm i red M ason and Nash 
tremendou s ly .  They were, he  sai d ,  " bus ier  than a 
mouse i n  a barrel of h u n g ry cats" w i th  the i r  m any proj ­
ects . Yet another of these endeavors was the Nash­
H ealey sports c ar .  

B ac k  where prod u ct ion  real l y  cou n ted , A i rf l yte sa les 
h ad s lowed . Last of that type was the ' 5 1 , eas i l y  recog­
n i zab le by i ts p ro m i nent  rear fen ders ( 1 949-50 c ars had 
rou nded bust le-bac k s ) .  For h i s  1 952 redes i g n ,  M aso n 
went to P i n i n far i n a  and the res u l t  w as m u c h  n i cer- look­
i n g  i f  less aerodyn am i c .  The new, squ ared-off l i n e  i n ­
c l u ded the Statesman a n d  t h e  l arger Am bassador ,  both 
w ith u n i t  construct ion . 

The story was much  the same for the 1 953 mode ls ,  
i dent i f ied by  sma l l  c h rome spacers on .the cowl a i r-

Nash 

1951  A m bassador Super four-door sedan 

1952 Statesman Custom fou r-door sedan 

1951 R a m bler  G reenbr ier  station wagon 

scoop .  The Statesm an eng i ne rece ived a boost i n  out­
put  to 1 00 bhp .  Am bassadors offered a " Le M ans"  
power opt ion based on the  l atest N ash-Hea ley eng i ne :  
1 40 b h p  at 4000 rpm th rou g h  d u al c arbu retors and a 
h i g h-com press i o n  al u m i n u m  head . 

An attract ive new "f loat i n g "  g r i l l e w as adopted for 
1 954 . The l i neup ,  however ,  was m uch  the same as it 
h ad been the prev ious  two years. One d i fferen ce was 
the de let ion  of two-door sed ans from the two C u stom 
ser ies .  Du al  c arbs and h i g h  compress ion h ad been suc­
cessfu l on  the Am bassador ,  so the Statesman got these 
mod i f i cat i ons  in '54. I ts s i x  was ra ised to 1 to bhp ,  and 
the setup  was k nown (wi th  a fu rt ive look to C h rysler)  as 
" Du al Powerfl yte . "  Nash probab ly  got away w i th  us i ng  
that n ame (s i m i l ar to  C h rys ler 's  PowerF l i te transm i s­
s ion )  o n l y  becau se sales were so d i sma l .  From the 
heady years of 1 950-51 , they'd d ropped stead i ly :  
1 54 ,000 i n  1 952 ; 1 2 1 000 i n  1 953 ;  9 1 , 000 i n  1 954 .  A n d  a 
g row i n g  port ion  was accou n ted for by R am bler .  The l at­
ter h ad been face l i fted for ' 53 w i th  a c leaner  front  end .  
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Fo r 1 955,  the b ig  N ash appeared w i th i n board head­
l i g h ts, an easy way to make the car look d i fferent ,  and a 
V8.  Cooperat ion between newly formed Amer ican 
Motors and Studebaker-Packard put Pac kard ' s  320-c i d  
V8 i n  the Am bassador E i g ht .  I t  was much q u i c ker than 
the s ix  and cost $300 more. The Am bassador S ix  co n­
t i n ued to use the si x-cyl i nder eng i n e  with opt ional le 
M ans power pac k .  The Statesm an cont i n ued with its 
own l-head s i x .  Each series came in two body styles.  

After H udson jo i ned N ash ,  1 955-56 R amb lers were 
d i st r ibuted to Hudson and Nash dealers al i ke w i th the 
appropri ate g r i l l e badge .  The model l i neup g rew to i n ­
c l ude t h e  Delu xe, Super,  and Custom sed ans,  h ard­
tops, and Cross Cou ntry or Subu rban wagons .  A com­
p lete ly rev i sed mode l  w i th a 1 08- i nch  wheel base was 
added for '56 .  I n i t i al ly ,  i t  was so ld as a Nash ,  but 
became a separate make the fo l l ow i n g  year .  A boxy but 
pract ica l  des i g n ,  the Rambler l i ne S ign i f i cant ly  i n ­
c l uded a novel fou r-door h ardtop (C ross Cou ntry) 
wagon and a hardtop sed an.  

With al l that ,  the b ig  Nash was de-emphas ized for '56. 
The l ast Statesm an,  a fou r-door sed an,  appeared that 

1953  Ambassador Custom Cou ntry Club hardtop coupe 

1954 Rambler  Custom convertible 

1954 Ambassador Custom Coun try Club hardtop coupe 
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year. Am bassadors used the Pac k ard V8 ear ly in the 
seaso n ,  then sw itched to AM C ' s own 1 90-bhp,  327-c i d  
V8 i n  Apr i l .  Cars wi th  the l arger powerp l ant were cal l ed 
Am bassador Spec i al .  

Fo r 1 957,  Nash moved the head l i g h ts back out to the 
fenders and f ie l ded only two Am bassador mode ls ,  
Super and  Custom.  The l atter was hero i ca l l y  overdec­
orated , and eq u i pped wi th  a more potent 327 V8, deve l ­
op i n g  255 bhp w i th  t he  he lp  o f  fou r-barrel carburetor ,  
d u al exhausts,  and 9 : 1  com press ion rat i o .  The styl i n g  
was pretty good by contemporary stand ards. Nash was 
among the f i rst to offer fou r  head l i g hts as standard,  
(vert i cal l y  stac ked , no less) , but the make was in i ts l ast 
year. AMC was on ly  s low ly  recover i ng  from the debts 
forced on it through  the Hu dson merger and su bse­
quent reorgan i zat ion . Romney, who bec ame company 
pres ident on Maso n ' s  death in 1 954 , p i n ned h i s hopes 
for the fu tu re so le ly  on the R ambler .  

Note : the  Metropo l i tan , a Nash model i n  1 954-57, was. 
a separate make from 1 958 on .  For conven ience,  Metro­
pol i tan is d i scu ssed u nder a separate head i n g .  

con tinued on page 289 

1955 A m bassador Custom four-door sedan 

1 956 Ambassador Custom fou r-door sedan 

1957 Ambassador Custom Country C lub  hardtop coupe 



1955 Chrysler  300 hardtop coupe 
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1957 Chevrolet Bel A i r  convertible 



1957 Mercu ry Turnpike Cruiser hardtop sedan 

1 957 L incol n Prem iere Landau hardtop sedan 

277 



1957 Conti nental  Mark I I  
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1958 Ford Thu nderbird hardtop coupe 



1 961 Chevrolet Corvette con ve rt ib le  roadster 
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Lark Daytona hardtop coupe 

1963 L i ncol n Continental fou r-door sedan 





1 964Y2 Ford M ustang I n d i anapol is  500 Pace car 
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1 969 Bu ick E l ectra 225 L i m ited ha rdtop seda n  
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1 969 Pontiac GTO convert ible 
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1970 AMC H ornet two-door sedan 

1 970 PI mouth GTX hardto cou e 
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1970 Ford Tor ino Cobra fastback h a rdtop coupe 

1970 Chevrol et Monte Carlo h ardto 



continued from page 272 Nash 

N ash Specificat ions 1 942-31 ,780 bui l t  
600 (wb 1 1 2.0) Wght Price Prod 

4240 T/B sdn 4d 2,655 9 1 8  
4242 bus c pe 2 ,540 843 
4243 Brou g h a m  2d 2 , 580 883 
4248 fstbk sdn 4d 2,650 893 I 1 940--62,1 31 b u i l t  4249 sdn 2d 2 ,605 873 

Lafayette (wb 1 1 7.0) Wght Price Prod Ambassador Six (wb 1 21 .0) 

401 0  TIB sdn 4d 3,280 875 4260 T/B sdn 4d 3,335 1 ,069 
401 1 Al l -Purpose c a briolet 3,31 0 975 4262 bus cpe 3,200 994 
401 2 Al l-Pu rpose cpe 3 , 1 90 850 4263 Brou g h a m  2d 3, 230 1 ,034 
401 3  fstbk sdn 2d 3,235 845 4268 fstbk sdn 4d 3,335 1 ,044 
40 1 4  b u s  cpe 3 , 1 90 795 4269 sdn 2d 3,285 1 ,024 
401 8  fstbk sdn 4d 3,275 875 Ambassador Eight (wb 121 .0) 

Ambassador Six (wb 1 21 .0)  4280 T/B sdn 4d 3.485 1 , 1 1 9 
4020 T/B sdn 4d 3,385 985 4283 B ro u g h am 2d 3,385 1 ,084 
4021 Al l-Pu rpose c abriolet 3,41 0 1 ,085 4288 fstbk sdn 4d 3,485 1 ,094 
4022 Al l-Pu rpose cpe 3,295 960 1942 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 
4023 fstbk sdn 2d 3,350 955 
4025 bus c p e  3,290 925 l6, 1 72.6 3 . 1 3 x 3.75 75 S-600 
4028 fstbk sdn 4d 3,380 985 l6, 234 .8 3.38 x 4 .38 1 05 S-Ambassador Six 

l8, 260 .8 3 . 1 3 X 4 .25 1 1 5  S-Ambassad o r  E i g h t  
Ambassador Eight (wb 1 25.0) 

4080 T/B sdn 4d 3,660 1 , 1 95 
4081 Al l-P u rpose cabri o let 3,640 1 ,295 1 946-94,000 bui l t  
4082 Al l-Pu r pose cpe 3,575 1 , 1 70 600 (wb 1 12.0) Wght Price Prod 4083 fst bk sdn 2d 3,260 1 , 1 65 
4085 b u s  cpe 3,555 1 , 1 35 4640 T/B sdn 4d 2,740 1 ,342 
4088 fst bk sdn 4d 3,655 1 , 1 95 4643 Brou g h am 2d 2 ,685 1 , 293 

1 940 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
4648 fstbk sdn 4d 2,780 1 ,298 

l6, 234 .8 3.38 x 4 .38 99 S-lafayette Ambassador (wb 121 .0) 

l6, 234 .8 3.38 x 4 .38 1 05 S-Ambassador Six 4660 T/B sdn 4d 3,335 1 ,51 1 
l8, 260.8 3 . 1 3 x 4.25 1 1 5 S-Am bassador E i g h t  4663 B ro u g h am 2d 3,260 1 ,453 

4664 S u bu rban sdn 4d 3,470 1 ,929 272 
4668 fstbk sdn 4d 3,360 1 ,469 

1 941-84,007 bui l t  
1 946 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

l6, 1 72.6 3 . 1 3 x 3.75 82 S-600 
600 (wb 1 1 2.0) Wght Price Prod l6, 234 .8 3. 38 X 4 .38 1 1 2  S-Am bass ad o r  
4 1 40 Deluxe T IB sdn 4d 2,655 880 
4 1 42 Deluxe bus cpe 2,500 772 
4 1 43 Deluxe Bro u g h a m  2d 2,575 835 1 947-1 01 ,000 bui l t  
4 1 45 S pec i a l  bus cpe 2 ,490 730 
4 1 46 Spec i al fstbk cpe 2 ,630 765 600 (wb 1 1 2.0) Wght Price Prod 

4 1 47 Spec i al fstbk sd n 4d 2,61 5 805 4740 T/B sdn 4d 2 , 740 1 , 464 
4 1 48 Deluxe fstbk sdn 4d 2 ,630 837 4743 B ro u g h am 2d 2,685 1 ,4 1 5  
4 1 49 Deluxe fstbk sdn 2d 2 ,640 797 4748 fstbk sdn 4d 2 ,780 1 ,420 . 
Ambassador Six (wb 1 21 .0) Ambassador (wb 1 21 .0) 

4 1 60 TIB sdn 4d 3,300 1 ,065 4760 T/B sdn 4d 3,335 1 ,809 
4 1 61 Al l -Purpose c abrio let 3 ,430 1 , 1 30 4763 B rou g h am 2d 3,260 1 ,751 
4 1 62 b u s  cpe 3, 1 80 940 4764 Subu rban sdn 4d 4 ,664 2, 227 595 
4 1 63 Brougham 2d 3,235 1 ,009 4768 fstbk sdn 4d 3,360 1 , 767 
4 1 65 Spec i al bus cpe 3,3 1 0  890 
4 1 67 Spe c i al fstbk s d n  4d 3,300 970 1 947 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

4 1 68  fst bk sdn 4d 3,300 1 ,020 l6, 1 72.6 3 . 1 3 x 3.75 82 S-600 
4 1 69 Spec ia l  sdn 2d 3,320 933 l6, 234 .8 3.38 x 4 .38 1 1 2  S-Ambassador 
Ambassador Eight (wb 1 21 .0)  

4 1 80 TIB sdn 4d 3,475 1 , 1 86 1 948* 
4 1 8 1  A l l - P u rpose c abriolet 3 ,580 1 ,250 600 (wb 1 1 2.0) Wght Price Prod 
4 1 83 D e luxe B rou g h am 2d 3,400 1 , 1 1 6  
41 87 Spe c i al fstbk sdn 4d 3,465 1 ,091 4840 Super T IB sdn 4d 2 ,786 1 , 587 
4 1 88 DeLuxe fstbk sd n 4d 3,455 1 , 1 4 1  4842 Deluxe bus c pe 2,635 1 ,478 

1 941 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
4843 Super Brou g h am 2d 2,731 1 ,538 
4848 S u pe r  fstbk sdn 4d 2 ,826 1 , 543 

l6, 1 72.6 3 . 1 3 X 3.75 75 S-600 4850 Custom T IB sdn 4d 2 , 786 1 ,776 
l6, 234 .8 3 .38 X 4 . 38 1 05 S-Ambassador Six 4853 C u stom B roug h am 2d 2 ,731 1 ,727 
L8, 260.8 3. 1 3 X 4 .25 1 1 5  S-Am bassador E i g h t  4858 Custom fstbk sdn 4d 2 ,826 1 ,732 
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Ambassador (wb 1 2 1 .0) Wght Price Prod 1 951*  
4860 S u per T/B sdn 4d 3 . 387 1 .9 1 6  Rambler (wb 1 00.0) Wght Price Prod 
4863 S u per B ro u g h am 2d 3,3 1 2  1 .858 

5 1 1 4  S u p e r  Su bu rban w g n  2d 2 ,5 1 5  1 ,885 
4864 Super Su burban s d n  4d 3.522 2 ,239 1 30 

5 1 2 1  C u stom con v cpe 2 ,430 1 ,993 
4868 S u per fstbk sdn 4d 3 ,4 1 2  1 ,874 5 1 24 C u stom w g n  2d 2 ,5 1 5  1 ,993 
4870 C u stom T /B sdn 4d 3 ,387 2 , 1 05 51 27 C ustom C n try C l u b  htp cpe 2 ,420 1 ,968 
4871 C u stom cabr io let ( c o n v )  3 ,465 2 . 345 1 ,000 
4873 C u stom B ro u g h am 2d 3 ,31 2 2 ,047 Statesman (wb 1 1 2.0) 

4878 C u stom fstbk sdn 4d 3, 4 1 2  2 , 063 
---- 5 1 32 DeLuxe bus cpe 2 ,835 1 ,84 1 

' M ode l year reg i strat i o n s :  1 1 0 ,000. 5 1 43 Su per c l u b  cpe 2 ,935 1 ,952 
5 1 48 Su per s d n  4d 2 .970 1 ,955 

1948 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
5 1 49 Su per sdn 2d 2 ,930 1 ,928 

L6, 1 72 .6 3. 1 3 X 3 . 75 82 S-600 5 1 53 C u stom c l u b  cpe 2 ,950 2 , 1 22 
L6 . 234 .8 3.38 x 4 .38 1 1 2 S-Am bassador 5 1 58 C u stom sdn 4d 2 , 990 2 , 1 25 

5 1 59 C ustom s d n  2d 2 ,940 2 ,099 1949* 
Ambassador (wb 1 21 .0)  

600 (wb 1 1 2.0) Wght Price Prod 
51 63 S u per c l u b  cpe 3, 370 2 .326 

4923 S u per Spec i a l  Brougham 2d 2 ,960 1 ,846 51 68 S u per sdn 4d 3, 4 1 0  2 , 330 
4928 S u pe r  Spec i a l  sdn 4d 2 ,950 1 ,849 5 1 69 S u per sdn 2d 3, 370 2 ,304 
4929 S u pe r  Spec i a l  sdn 2d 2 ,935 1 .824 5 1 73 C u stom c l u b  cpe 3,395 2 ,496 
4943 S u per B ro u g h am 2d 2 ,960 1 ,808 5 1 78 C u stom sdn 4d 3 ,445 2 ,501  
4948 S u per sdn 4d 2 ,950 1 .8 1 1 5 1 79 C u stom sdn 2d 3 , 380 2 ,474 
4949 S u pe r  sdn 2d 2 ,935 1 , 786 

' M od e l  year reg i st r at i o n s :  205,307. 4953 C u stom Bro u g h am 2d 2 ,970 1 ,997 
4958 C u stom sdn 4d 2 ,985 2,000 1951 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai l ab i l ity 
4959 C u stom sd n 2d 2 ,985 1 ,975 L6, 1 72 . 6  3. 1 3 x  3 . 75 82 S - R a m b l e r  
Ambassador (wb 1 21 .0) L6 , 1 84 . 0  3 . 1 3 x 4 .00 85 S-State s m a n  

4963 Su per B ro u g h am 2d 3,390 2 , 1 9 1  
L6, 234 .8 3.38 x 4 . 38 1 1 5  S-Am bassador 

4968 Super sdn 4d 3,385 2 , 1 95 1 952* 
4969 S u pe r  sdn 2d 3,365 2 , 1 70 

Rambler ( wb 1 00.0) Wght Price Prod 4973 C u stom B rou g h am 2d 3,4 1 5 2 ,359 
4978 C u stom sdn 4d 3 ,4 1 5 2 , 363 521 4 Super Su b u rban w g n  2d 2,51 5 2 ,003 
4979 C ustom sdn 2d 3,400 2 ,338 5221 C u stom conv cpe 2,430 2 , 1 1 9  
4993 Super Spec i a l  Brou g h am 2d 3,390 2 , 239 5224 C u stom w g n  2d 2,51 5 2 , 1 1 9  
4998 Super Spec i a l  sdn 4d 3,385 2 ,243 5227 C u stom C nt ry C l u b  htp cpe 2 , 420 2 , 094 
4999 S u per Spec i a l  sdn 2d 3 , 365 2 , 2 1 8  

Statesman ( wb 1 14.3) 
' M od e l  year reg i strat i o n s :  1 35, 328 . 

5245 Super sdn 4d 3,045 2 , 1 78 
1949 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 5246 Super sdn 2d 3,025 2 , 1 44 

L6, 1 72 . 6  3 . 1 3 x 3 . 75 82 S-600 5255 C u stom sd n 4d 3,070 2 , 332 

L6, 234 . 8  3 .38 x 4 .38 1 1 2  S-Ambassador 5256 C u stom sdn 2d 3,050 2 ,3 1 0  
5257 C u stom C n try C l u b  htp cpe 3,095 2 , 433 

1950* Ambassador ( wb 121 .3) 
Rambler (wb 1 00.0) Wght Price Prod 5265 Super sdn 4d 3,430 2 , 557 
5021 C u stom Landau conv cpe 2 ,430 1 ,808 5266 S u pe r  sdn 2d 3,4 1 0  2 , 52 1  
5024 C u stom w g n  2d 2 ,5 1 5 1 ,808 5275 C u stom sd n 4d 3,480 2 , 7 1 6  

Statesman (wb 1 12 .0) 5276 C u stom s d n  2d 3,450 2 ,695 
5277 C u stom C n t ry C l u b  htp cpe 3,550 2,829 

5032 DeLuxe bus cpe 2 ,830 1 ,633 
* Mo d e l  year reg i st rat i o n s :  1 54 , 29 1 . 5043 S u pe r  c l u b  c pe 2 ,940 1 , 735 

5048 Super sdn 4d 2 ,965 1 ,738 1952 Engines bore X stroke bhp availabil ity 
5049 Super sdn 2d 2,930 1 , 7 1 3  L6, 1 72.6 3 . 1 3 X 3.75 82 S-Ram bler  
5053 C u stom c l u b  c pe 2 ,965 1 ,894 L6, 1 95 . 6  3 . 1 3 X 4 .25 88 S-Statesman 
5058 C u stom sdn 4d 2 ,990 1 ,897 L6, 252.6 3 .50 X 4 . 38  1 20 S-Ambassador 
5059 C u stom sdn 2d 2,950 1 ,872 

Ambassador (wb 121 .0) 1 953* 
5063 Super c l u b  cpe 3,335 2 ,060 Rambler ( wb 100.0) Wght Price Prod 
5068 S u pe r  sdn 4d 3,350 2 ,064 531 4 Super Su bu rban w g n  2d 2,555 2 ,003 
5069 Super sdn 2d 3,325 2 ,039 532 1 C u st o m  c o n v  cpe 2,590 2 , 1 50 
5073 C u stom c l u b  c pe 3,385 2 ,2 1 9  5324 C u stom w g n  2d 2 ,570 2 , 1 1 9  
5078 C u stom sdn 4d 3,390 2,223 5327 C u st o m  C n t ry C l u b  htp c pe 2,550 2, 1 25 
5079 C u stom sdn 2d 3,365 2 , 1 98 

Statesman ( wb 1 14.3) 
* M o d e l  year reg i strat i o n s :  1 71 , 782. 

5345 S u pe r  sdn 4d 3,045 2 , 1 78 1950 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 
5346 Super sdn 2d 3,025 2 , 1 43 

L6, 1 72.6 3 . 1 3 X 3.75 82 S-Ram bler 5355 C u stom sd n 4d 3,070 2,332 
L6, 1 84 .0 3 . 1 3 x 4 .00 82 S-Statesman 5356 C u stom sdn 2d 3,050 2 ,31 0 
L6, 234.8 3 . 38 x 4 .38 1 1 2  S-Ambassador 5357 C u stom C n t ry C l u b  htp cpe 3,095 2 , 433 
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Ambassador ( wb 1 21 .3) Wg ht Price Prod 
5365 Super sdn 4d 3,430 2 .557 
5366 Super sdn 2d 3,4 1 0  2,521 
5375 Custom sdn 4d 3,480 2 , 7 1 6  
5376 C u stom sdn 2d 3,450 2,695 
5377 Custo m  Cntry C l u b  htp c pe 3,550 2,829 
· Mode l year reg istrat ions:  1 2 1 ,793. 
1953 Engines bore X stroke bhp availability 

L6, 1 84.0 3. 1 3 X 4 .oo 85 S-Ram bler m an u a l  
L6, 1 95.6 3. 1 3 X 4.25 90 S-Rambler auto m at ic 
L6, 1 95.6 3. 1 3 X 4 .25 1 00  S-St atesman 
L6, 252 .6 3.50 X 4.38 1 20 S-Am bassador 
L6, 252.6 3 .50 X 4.38 1 40 O-Am bassador 

1 954* 
Rambler (wb 100.0, 4d-1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

5406 De Luxe sd n 2d 2 ,425 1 ,550 
54 1 4  Supe r  Subu rban wgn 2d 2 ,520 1 ,800 
541 5 Super sdn 4d 2,570 1 , 795 
54 1 6  Super sdn 2d 2,425 1 ,700 
541 7  Super C n t ry C l u b  htp cpe 2 ,465 1 ,800 
5421 C u stom conv c pe 2 ,555 1 ,980 
5424 C u stom wgn 2d 2,535 1 ,950 
5425 C u stom sdn 4d 2,630 1 ,965 
5427 C u stom Cntry C l u b  htp cpe 2,51 5 1 ,950 
5428 C u stom C ross C n t ry wg n 4d 2 ,7 1 5  2,050 
Statesman ( wb 1 1 4.3) 

5445 Super sd n 4d 3,045 2 , 1 58 
5446 Su per sdn 2d 3,025 2 , 1 1 0  
5455 Custom sdn 4d 3,095 2,332 
5457 C u stom Cntry C l u b  htp c pe 3 . 1 20 2,423 
Ambassador (wb 121 .3) 

5465 Super sdn 4d 3,430 2 ,4 1 7  
5466 Super sdn 2d 3,4 1 0  2,365 
5475 Custom sdn 4d 3,505 2,600 
5477 Custom Cntry C l u b  htp c pe 3,575 2 , 735 
· Model year reg ist rat ions :  91 , 1 2 1 . 
1 954 Engines bore x stroke bhp availability 

L6, 1 84.0 3. 1 3 X 4.oo 85 
L6,  1 95.6 3. 1 3 X 4.25 90 
L6, 1 95.6 3. 1 3 X 4 .25 1 1 0 

S-Rambler 2dr m an u a l  
S-Rambler 4d r, 2 d r  automatic 
S-St atesm an 

L6, 252.6 3.50 X 4 . 38  1 30 
L6, 252.6 3 .50 X 4. 38  1 40 

1 955* 

S-Am b assador 
O-Ambassador 

Rambler (wb 100.0, 4d-108.0) Wght Price 

551 2 Fleet bus sdn 2d 2,400 
551 4  De Luxe Subu rban wgn 2d 2,528 1 ,771 
551 4-1 Super Su bu rban wgn 2d 2,532 1 ,869 
551 5 DeLuxe sdn 4d 2,567 1 ,695 
551 5- 1  Super s d n  4d 2,570 1 ,798 
551 5-2 C u stom sdn 4d 2,606 1 ,989 
551 6  DeLuxe sdn 2d 2,432 1 ,585 
551 6-1 Supe r  sdn 2d 2,450 1 ,683 
551 7-2 C u stom Cntry C l u b  htp c pe 2,51 8 1 ,995 
551 8- 1  Fleet Cross C n t ry wgn 4d 2 ,675 
551 8-2 Cus C ro ss Cntry wgn 4d 2,685 2,098 
2504 Fleet u t i l  wgn 2d 2,500 
Statesman ( wb 1 14.5) 

5545-1 Super sdn 4d 3, 1 34 2 ,21 5 
5545-2 C u stom sdn 4d 3,204 2 , 385 
5547-2 Custom Cntry C l u b  htp c pe 3,220 2,495 

Prod 

Ambassador Six ( wb 121 .3) 

5565- 1 Super sdn 4d 
5565-2 Custom sd n 4d 
5567-2 Cus Cntry C l u b  htp c pe 
Ambassador Eight ( wb 121 .3) 

5585-1 Super sdn 4d 
5585-2 Custom sdn 4d 
5587-2 Custom Cntry C l u b  htp cpe 
· Model year reg ist rat ions:  1 2 1 ,261 . 

Wg ht 

3,538 
3,576 
3,593 

3, 795 
3,827 
3,839 

1 955 Engines bore X stroke bhp avail ability 

Price 
2 ,480 
2 ,675 
2,795 

2 ,775 
2 ,965 
3,095 

L6 , 1 95.6 3. 1 3  X 4 .25 90 S- Rambler exc Fleet 

Nash 

Prod 

L6, 1 95.6 3. 1 3 X 4 .25 1 00 S-Ram bler Fleet , Statesm an 
man 

L6,  1 95.6 
L6 , 252.6 
L6, 252 .6 
V8, 320.0 

3. 1 3 X 4.25 
3.50 X 4 . 38  
3.50 X 4.38 
3.81 X 3.50 

1 1 0 S-St atesm an auto 
1 30 S-Am bassador Six 
1 40 O-Am bassador Six 
208 S-Am bassador Eight  

1 956 
Rambler (wb 108.0)· 

56 1 3-2 Cus C ross Cntry htp wgn 4d 
561 5 DeLu xe sdn 4d 
561 5- 1  Super sdn 4d 
56 1 5-2 Custom sdn 4d 
561 8- 1  Super Cross Cntry wgn 4d 
561 8-2 Cus C ross Cntry wgn 4d 
561 9-2 Custo m  htp sdn 
Statesman (wb 1 1 4.5)· 

Wght Price 

. 3,095 2,494 
2,891 1 ,829 
2,906 1 ,939 
2 ,929 2,059 
2,992 2,233 
3 , 1 1 0  2,329 
2,990 2,224 

5645-1 Super sdn 4d 3, 1 34 2, 1 39 
Ambassador Special ( wb 1 21 .3)-4,145 built· 

5657 - 1  sdn 4d 3,397 2 ,355 
5657-2 Count ry C l u b  htp cpe 3,41 8 2 ,462 
5657-3 C u stom sd n 4d 3,567 2 ,541 
Ambassador Six ( wb 1 21 .3)· 

5665-1 Super sdn 4d 3,555 2 ,425 
Ambassador Eight (wb 121 .3)· 

5685- 1 Super sdn 4d 3,748 2,71 6 
5685-2 Custo m  sdn 4d 3,846 2 ,939 
5687-2 Cus Cntry C l u b  htp c pe 3,854 3,072 

Prod 

· Est i m ated Rambler prod uct ion 1 0 ,000; total St atesm an/Am bassador 
1 4,352. 
1956 Engines bore X stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 1 95.6 3. 1 3 X 4 .25 1 20 S-R am bler ,  St atesman 
L6, 252.6 3.50 X 4.38 1 30 S-Am bassador S i x  
L6, 252.6 3.50 X 4. 38  1 40 O-Am bassador S i x  
V8, 320.0 3.81 X 3.50 208 S-Am bassador E i g h t  
V8, 327 .0 4.oo X 3.25 1 90 S-Am bassador Spec i a l  

1 957* 
Ambassador Super (wb 1 21 .3) Wght Price 

sd n 4d 3,639 2 ,586 
Country C l u b  htp c pe 3,655 2 ,670 

Ambassador Custom ( wb 1 21 .3) 

sdn 4d 3,701 2,763 
Country C l u b  htp c pe 3,722 2,847 

• Appro x i m ate model year prod uction:  5,000. 
1 957 Engine bore X stroke bhp avai labil ity 

V8, 327.0 4.oo X 3.25 255 S-a l l  

Prod 

2 9 1  



Nash Metropolitan 
American Motors Corp. ,  Kenosha,  Wisconsin  
(v ia  Longbridge, England) 
Note : Nash model  1954-57 ; H ud son mod e l  
1955-57 ; separate make 1958-62 

American Motors Pres ident George W .  M ason 
loved smal l cars . The Rambler  was h i s  f i rst , the 

M etropol itan fol l owed . Unfortunately ,  M ason d ied i n  
1 954 before the " M et"  had met w i th  its g reatest suc­
cess . A Nash model i n  its earl y days, the M etropo l i tan 
was a lso badge-eng i neered as a H udson d u r i n g  a br ief 
per iod before that make was d i scont i n ued . From 1 958 
on , Metropol i tan was cons idered a separate AMC 
n amep late. 

The car 's  or i g i n s go back to j u st after Wor ld War I I ,  
when M ason and Nash en g i neer M eade F. M oore ac­
cepted a desi g n  by i ndependent sty l i st B i l l  F la jo le .  
Based on a Fi at 500 ch ass i s/d r ivetrai n ,  the prototype 
was named NX I  (Nash Exper i mental I nternat i ona l ) .  M a­
son ' s top ass i stant and he i r-apparent ,  George Romney,  

1 954 Se ries 54 ( 1 200) conve rti ble 

1 954 Series 54 ( 1 200) coupe 
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d i sp l ayed the N X I  at a var iety of pr ivate show i n g s  i n  
1 950, carefu l l y s i z i n g  u p  pu b l i c  react ion before mov i n g  
ahead w i th product ion . React ion was favorable ,  but 
M ason st i l l  moved s low ly :  i t  wasn ' t  u nt i l  the end of 1 953 
that arran gements for vo l u me prod uct ion were com­
p lete. Bod i es wou ld be bu i l t in En g l and by the we l l ­
known B i rm i n g h am man ufactu rers Fi sher & Lud low, 
Ltd . From there,  they wou ld  be sh i pped to Aust i n  at 
Lon g br idge, where the 42-horsepower A-40 fou r-cyl i n ­
der eng i nes were i nsta l l ed .  The M etropo l i tan debuted 
in ear ly  1 954 in hardtop and convert i b le  sty les .  A l l  h ad 
loud two-tone pai nt  sc hemes resem b l i n g ,  as one sty l i st 
put i t ,  Neapol i tan i ce cream. Sales took off and Aust i n  
sh i pped 1 3 ,905 cars from l ate 1 953 th rou g h  '54 .  

M i d-year 1 956 saw a more powerfu l 1 500cc en g i ne 

1 957 Series 56 ( 1 500) convert i ble 

/� 

.J-

1 959 Series 56 ( 1 500) cou pe 

1 961 Series 56 ( 1 500) convertible 



w i th 52 bhp . The 1 500s used d i fferent pa i nt com b i n a­
t ions ,  a l arger  c l utc h ,  and a new oval g r i l l e beari n g  
Nash o r  H u d son  emb lems .  The fake h ood scoop that 
h ad adorned the o r ig i n al 1 200 was d ropped . Com pared 
to about 70 mph  for the ear l i e r  mode l ,  the 1 500 wou Id do 
c lose to 80, tho u g h  not w i th sports-c ar eff i c i ency .  I t  was 
a l so h i g he r  pr iced .  

M i d-year 1 959 brou g h t  more ref i nements ,  thou g h  the 
1 500 desi g n at i on rema i ned . Metropo l i t an s  now re­
ceived o pen i ng tru n k l i ds for the f i rst t i me.  ( Before, 
c argo had to be pushed i n to the compartment from be-

N ash Metropo l itan 
Spec ificat ions 

1 954 
Series 54 (wb 85.0)-1 3,095* bui lt 

541 con v cpe 3P 
542 cpe 3P 

Wght 

1 ,803 
1 ,843 

Price 

1 ,469 
1 ,445 

Prod 

* I ncludes 743 shipments in 1 953. All production f igures are calendar year 
sh ipments, including some destined for Canada. 
1 954 Eng ine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L4, 73 .8  2 .56 x 3 .50 42 S-al l  

1 955 
Series 54 (wb 85.0)-6,096 bui lt Wght Price 

54 1 conv 3P 
542 cpe 3P 
1 955 Engine bore x stroke 

L4, 73.8 2.56 x 3.50 

1 956- 9,068 b u i lt 
Series 54 (wb 85.0) 
541  cony 3P 
542 cpe 3P 
Series 56 "1 500" (wb 85.0) 
56 1 cony 3P 
562 cpe 3P 
1 956 Eng ines bore x stroke 

L4, 73.8 2 .56 x 3 .50 
L4, 90.9  2 .88 x 3 .50 

1 957 

bhp 

42 

bhp 

42 
52 

1 ,803 1 ,469 
1 ,843 1 ,445 
avai labi l ity 

S-all 

Wght Price 

1 ,803 1 ,469 
1 ,843 1 ,445 

1 ,803 1 ,551 
1 ,843 1 ,527 
avai labi l ity 

S-Series 54 ( 1 200) 
S-Series 56 ( 1 500) 

Series 56 " 1 500" (wb 85.0)- 1 5,317  bui lt Wght Price 

56 1 cony 3P 1 ,803 
562 cpe 3P 1 ,843 

1 ,59 1 
1 ,567 

1 957 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L4, 90.9  2 .88 3 .50 52 S-a l l 

Prod 

Prod 

Prod 

Nash Metropolitan 

h i n d  the seats . )  M ore comfo rtab le  seats,  vent w i n g s,  
and tube less t i res were other  i m provements .  P r ices h ad 
r i sen  to over $ 1 600, but  M etropo l i tan nevertheless en­
joyed its best year ever .  Wi th 20,435 bu i l t  fo r cale n d ar 
1 959 , i t  ran ked second on ly  to Vo lkswagen amon g  the 
" i m ports . "  On  i ts 85- i nch  wheel base, i t  was the smal l ­
est car  so ld  by  any  domest i c  fran c h i se.  

Prod uct ion ended i n  m id - 1 960 , tho u g h  leftovers ac­
counted fo r 853 u n its so ld  in 1 961  and another 4 1 2 i n  
'62 . L i ke many i m ports,  M etropol i tan was a v i ct i m  of the 
compact o n s l a u g ht from the B i g  Th ree in  1 960 . 

1 958 
Series 56 " 1 500" (wb 85.0)- 1 3,1 28 bui lt Wght Price Prod 

561  cony 3P 1 ,835 1 ,650 
1 ,626 562 cpe 3P 1 ,875 

1 958 Engine bore x stroke bhp 

L4 , 90 .9  2 .88 x 3 . 50 52 

1 959 
Series 56 " 1 500" (wb 85.0)-22,309 bui lt 

561  cony 3P 
562 cpe 3P 
1 959 Engine bore x stroke 

L4, 90 .9 2 .88 x 3 .50 

1 960 

bhp 

52 

Series 56 "1 500" (wb 85.0)- 1 3, 1 03 bui lt 

56 1 cony 3P 
562 cpe 3P 
1 960 Engine bore x stroke 

L4, 90 .9 2 .88 x 3 . 50 

1 96 1  

bhp 

52 

Series 56 "1 500" (wb 85.0)-853 bui lt 

561  cony 3P 
562 cpe 3P 
1 961  Engine bore x stroke 

L4, 90 .9 2 .88 x 3 .50 

1 962 

bhp 

52 

Series 56 " 1 500" (wb 85.0)-4 1 2  bui lt 

561  cony 3P 
562 cpe 3P 
1 962 Engine bore x stroke 

L4, 90 .9 2 .88 x 3 .50 
bhp 

52 

avai labi l ity 

S-all 

Wght Price 

1 ,835 1 ,650 
1 ,875 1 ,626 
avai labi l ity 

S-all 

Wght 

1 ,850 
1 ,890 

Price 

1 ,697 
1 ,673 

avai labi l ity 

S-al l 

Wght 

1 ,850 
1 ,890 

Price 

1 ,697 
1 ,673 

avai lab i l ity 

S-all 

Wght 

1 ,850 
1 ,890 

Price 

1 ,697 
1 ,673 

avai labi l ity 

S-a l l 

Prod 

Prod 

Prod 

Prod 
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Oldsmobile Olds Motor Works and Old smobi le D iv is ion of  General  Motors Corp. ,  
Lansing,  M ichigan 

As the "exper i mental " d iv i s i on of  General Motors, 
O l dsmob i le prod uced some of the corporat ion 's  

g reat i n novat ions through the  ye ars. Two of  these came 
i n to prom i nence d u r i n g  the 1 940s-Hydra- M at ic  dr ive 
and the h i g h-compress ion V8.  Hyd ra- M at ic  was devel­
oped j u st before the decade beg an ,  the V8 at i ts end .  
Both st ron g ly  i n f l uenced i nd ustry th i n k i n g .  

Hydra- M at ic  arr ived l ate i n  the 1 938 model year, but 
O ldsmob i l e  had actu al ly bu i l t  a no-sh i ft d r ive ear l ier .  I ts 
1 937 Automat i c  Safety Transm iss ion used a conven­
t ional c l u tc h wh i le el i m i n at i ng  most gearsh i ft act ions .  
Hydra-Mat ic ,  however, was comp lete l y  c l utch-free, 
comb i n i ng  a torque converter w i th  a fl u i d  coupl i n g .  I t  
was the f i rst transm i ss ion that sh i fted for  i tse l f ,  and 
he lped put O ldsmob i l e  among Detro i t 's  produ ct ion 
leaders. D iv i s ion  vol ume,  wh ich  had d i pped be low 
1 00 ,000 u n i ts i n  recessi on year 1 938 , came bac k  to 
nearly 1 60,000 i n  '39 .  I n  1 940 and ' 4 1 , O lds  prod uced a 
tota l of more than 400 ,000 cars, pass i n g  Dod ge to reach 
s ixth p lace in the i ndustry-which  it wou l d  su rpass 
after Wor ld  War I I .  

The  O l d smo b i l e  l i n e  for  1 940 c o m p r i sed th ree 
models ,  each hav i n g  i ts own wheel base . The Ser ies 60 
and 70 used a convent iona l  six that produced 95 horse­
power at 3400 rpm . The Ser ies 90 L-head e i g ht deve l­
oped 1 1 0 bhp at  3600 rpm . Each l i ne offered a range of  
body styles in  keepi n g  wi th  i ts pr ice categ ory .  The 60 
i nc l uded a wagon wi th a Hercu les al l -wood body. The 
l arg er and heav ier  70 offered coupes, sed an s ,  and con­
vert i b les .  Ser ies 90 styles i n c l uded Oldsmobi le 's  most 
expensive mode l ,  the convert i b le  phaeton .  Sty l i n g  
fo l lowed standard G M  pract ice .  Head l i g hts were f l ush 
w i th the fenders, freestand i n g  fenders were used a l l  
around ,  and roofs were " tu rret tops" w i th  c losed rear 
qu arters.  

The 1 94 1  models  took a step toward stream l i n i n g .  
The front fenders b lended i n to the bodys i des, but the 
rear fenders rem ai ned separate.  Th i s  desi g n  change 
was accompan ied by  a mode l  real i g n ment : O ldsmob i l e  
now had new whee lbases-1 1 9  and  1 25 i n ches-in s i x  
d i fferent ser ies .  The s i x-cyl i nder en g i ne was bored out 
s l i g ht ly ,  boost i ng  output to 1 00 bhp .  Spec i a l s  used the 
1 1 9- i nch wheel base ; other s i xes used the 1 25 .  The 
e i g ht powered the Spec i a l ,  Dyn am i c  Cru i ser ,  and 
Custom Cru iser E i ghts .  Body sty les were i dent ica l  w i th 
e i ther eng i ne,  except for the convert ib le  phaeton , avai l ­
able on ly  w i th the e ight .  I t  remai ned al most the same as 
it had been the year before, but on ly  1 1 9 copies were 
produced in i ts l ast year. O ldsmobi le  adopted new 
model n ames for '41  that wou l d  remai n fam i l i ar for 
years :  the prev ious 60 , 70, and 90 ser ies des ig nat ions 
were al tered to  reflect the car 's  n u mber of  cyl i n ders.  
For example ,  the Custom Cru i ser  E i g ht was cal led the 
98 ; the Dynam ic  Cru i ser  S ix  became the 76 . By 1 952, 
n ames had g iven way to n u mer ica l  d i s i g n at ions .  
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Olds bu i l t over 67,000 1 942 mode ls  but s l i pped to 
seventh. A f ive -model l i neup was offe red ,  and the 
n u m ber of body sty les was reduced in most ser ies .  A 
new Town Sedan wi th  formal roof l i ne was added to the 
60 se r ies .  Sty l i n g was rev ised w i th " Fuse lage Fend-

1940 Ser ies 90 convert ible coupe 

1 940 Series 90 fou r-door sedan 

1 941  Custom Cru iser 8 convertible coupe 

1941 Special  8 fou r-door sedan 



ers"--e lo n g ated pontoon types fai red i nto the front 
doors.  The rear fen ders were lon ger ,  and tapered 
beyond the drop of the tru n k  dec k .  They were sti I I  
bol t-on components .  

D u r i n g  the war ,  O l dsmob i le m an u factu red 350 ,000 
p rec i si o n  ai rcraft en g i ne parts, 1 75 m i l l i on pou nds of 
g u n  for g i n gs ,  1 40 ,000 mach i ne g u n s,  and m i l l i ons  of 
ro u n ds of art i l l ery am m u n i t i o n .  On J an u ary 1 , 1 942 ,  the 
com pany acq u i red a new n ame :  O l dsmob i le  D iv i s ion  of 

1942 Sixty 8 fou r-door stat ion wagon 

I. t_ 

1942 N i nety 8 conve rt i ble coupe 

1 946 Specia l  66 convert ible 

1 947 Dynamic  Cru i se r  76 club sedan 

Oldsmobile 

General M otors .  I ts prev ious  n ame,  O l d s  M otor Works,  
had d ated from the fou n d i n g  of the company by Ransom 
E l i  O l d s  in  1 896 .  

O ldsmo b i l e  ran seventh i n  the i nd u stry d u r i n g  
1 946-47 . P rod uct ion  o f  i ts warmed-over prewar cars 
was good:  output  had reac hed near ly  200 ,000 u n its an­
n u a l l y by 1 948 . The '46 l i ne u p  now cons i sted of fou r d i f­
ferent ser i es ,  and mode ls  were cons i derab ly real i g ned . 
S i x-cyl i nder  cars u sed the 1 1 9- i n c h  wheel base ; the 
most expen s ive C u stom Cru i ser  98 ser ies rode the long  
1 27- i nch  whee l base . A l l  other  models  con t i n ued on the 
prewar 1 25- i n ch wheel base. The 1 00-bhp s ix and the 
1 1 0 -b h p  e i g h t were ret a i n ed ,  and w o u l d  rem a i n 
u n al tered th ro u g h  1 948 .  O ldsmob i l e  cont i n u ed to stress 
i ts popu la r  Hydra- M at i c ,  and prod uced more automat ic­
eq u i pped cars as a percentag e of total vo l u me than any 
other company i n  the i n d u stry. In styl i n g ,  the 1 946-47 
c ars were o n ly s l i g ht l y  changed from the '42 mode ls .  
The g audy ,  com p l i c ated p rewar g r i l l e w as repl aced by 
fou r  s i m p le  bars for 1 946 ,  and a sh ie ld -type hood 
med a l l i o n  was dev i sed . Fo r 1 947 ,  a V-sh aped p last ic 
hood orn ament appeared , and the n amep l ate on the 
fender  mo ld i n gs  was en l arged . Stran ge ly ,  O l dsmo b i l e  
d i d  n o t  supp ly  par k i n g  l i g h ts on these ear l y  postwar 
models .  

M i dway th rou g h  1 948 model  year  came a memorab le  
n e w  d e s i g n -t h e  " F u t u r a m i c "  9 8 . A p p e a r i n g  
s i m u l taneous ly  w i th  a s i m i l ar new sty le  from Cad i l l ac ,  
Futu ram i c  was G M 's f i rst a l l -new postwar body des i g n ,  
c reated by H ar ley Ear l ' s  Art & Colou r Stu d i o ,  and i nf l u ­
enced by the wart i me Loc kheed P-38 f ig hter ai rcraft . 
(The P-38 i s  we l l -k nown for h av i n g  i nsp i red C ad i l l ac ' s  
ta i l f i n s . )  T h e  beaut i fu l l y sh aped 98s i n c l u ded sed an , 
c l u b  sed an , and convert i b le  sty les .  The sed an and c l u b  
sedan were offered w i t h  stand ard and d e l u xe t r i m ,  the 
convert i b le  as a d e l u xe on ly .  Pr i ces ran g ed f rom $2078 
for the stan d ard c l u b  sed an to $2624 for the convert i b le .  
The 1 948 ser ies 66 ,  68 ,  76 ,  and  78  reta i ned prev io us  
styl i n g ,  w i th  detai l c h an g es o n ly .  Amon g  these were a 
rou n d  hood medal l io n ,  " O l dsmob i le" spel led out i n  
b lock  l etters on the h ood , the o m i ss ion  of  fender  n ame­
p l ates, and the add i t ion  of fu l l - l ength  c h rome str i ps to 
the  rocker  pan e l s .  The pu b l i c  responded to the new 
l i ne ,  part i cu l ar ly  the Futu ram ics ,  with exci tement .  By 
the  c lose of  the model  year ,  over 60,000 98s h ad been 
so l d ,  over ha l f  of them fou r-door sed ans .  

Another  i mportant i n novat ion  c ame in  1 949 wi th  the 
Rocket V8 en g i ne ,  des i g ned by G i l bert B u r re l l .  I t  w as 
an automot i ve l an d m ar k-one of the f i rst two h i g h -com­
press ion v alve- i n -h ead V8s.  C ad i l l ac a lso i n t rod u ced 
an ohv V8 t h at year, but it was deve loped i ndependent ly  
of Olds .  Both d iv i s ions  h ad been encou raged to com­
pete w i th each other ,  and C ad i l l ac actu al ly  ra i sed the 
d i sp l acement of i ts V8 to exceed O l dsmob i le ' s .  The 
Roc ket d i sp laced 303 c u b i c  i n ches ;  C ad i l l ac h ad 
started wi th  309 c i d ,  then i n c reased i t  to 331 . 

The Roc ket V8 was a f ive-mai n -bear i n g  en g i ne w i th  
oversqu are bore-and-stroke d i mens ions ,  and deve l ­
o ped 1 35 b h p  at 3600 rpm .  The 88's power-to-we i g ht 
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1 948 Futu ramic  98 Del uxe fou r-door sedan 

1 949 Futuramic 76 Deluxe fou r-door station wagon 

1949 F uturamic 98 Del uxe converti ble 

1 950 Futuramic 88 convert i bl e  

1 951  Super 88 convert ible  
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rat io  was about 22 . 5 : 1 -qu ite good for the era.  Torq ue 
was also i m pressive at 240 foot-pounds .  A l though i t  
had a 7 .25 : 1  com press ion rat io  i n  1 949 form,  O ldsmo­
b i le had des i g ned the Roc ket for rat ios as h i g h  as 1 2 : 1 . 
Eng i neers had ant i c i pated the av ai l ab i l i ty of h i g h-oc­
tane fuel  after the war,  thou gh  octane leve ls  never 
became h i g h  enou g h  to make such rat ios pract ical . 

The best-known app l i cat ion  of the new V8 was i n  the 
re l at ively l i gh t  88 body .  M an agement had o r i g i na l ly  
p l an ned i t  fo r the 98 on ly ,  but  then e lected to drop i t  i n to 
a short-wheel base model as wel l .  The resu l t  was the 
Rocket 88, a car that soon beg an wr i t i ng  compet i t ion  
h i story.  Though  O ldsmo b i l e  d i d n ' t sponsor rac i n g ,  
stoc k-car d r ivers soon had 88s ru n n i n g  and w i n n i ng o n  
oval tracks al l around the cou ntry . Meanw h i le ,  the 1 949 
Ser ies 76 L-head eng i n e  was bored and stroked to 257 . 1  
c i d  for 1 05 b h p  at 3400 rpm . I t  rem ai ned i n  t h i s  form 
throu g h  its l ast year, 1 950. 

Two new body sty les that pred i cted futu re tren ds 
were released for 1 949 . An a l l -steel stat ion wagon ,  
offered i n  the  76  and  88 ser ies,  was s i m i l ar to  wagons 
from Pont i ac and Plymouth-and dest i ned for tremen­
dous popu l ar i ty in the 1 950s. For the 98 ser ies,  O lds  
i n trod uced the Ho l i day two-door " h ardtop convert i b le . " 
A long w i th  B u i c k ' s  R iv iera and Cad i l l ac ' s  Cou pe 
deVi l le ,  the H o l id ay was the f i rst p i l l ar less h ardtop i n  
vo l u me produ ct ion . 

Styl i n g  fo r 1 950-51 cou l d  be traced bac k  to prewar 
render i ngs  and c l ay models ,  wh ich  f i rst emerged (w i th  
Cad i l l ac )  i n  the 1 948 model  year .  Smooth ,  low,  and 
stream l i ned com pared to the upr i ght sty les of the past , 
i t  was extremely we l l  received , and soon i n f l uenced the 
ent i re G M  l i ne .  O ldsmob i le 's  " Futu ram ic"  des i g n at ion 
adequ ate ly  descr ibed th i s  outstan d i n g  sh ape. O lds  
restyled i n  1 95 1  and ag ai n i n  1 954, but the bas i c  des i g n  
concept-pronounced fenders and prom i n ent  g r i l les­
rem ai ned th rou gh  1 956. 

After 1 950, al l  O ldsmob i les were powered by V8s. 
The Roc ket 88 en g i ne cont i n u ed to i m press race-goers 
i n  the ear ly ' 50s, and O ldsmob i l e  was NASCAR rac i n g  
champ from 1 949 through 1 951 . Wei g h i n g  300-500 
pou nds less than the 98 , the Roc ket 88 was an obv ious 
compet i tor ,  and i t  scored ear ly .  Of  n i ne G rand Nat ional 
events he ld i n  1 949, 88s won s i x ,  w i th " Red" Byron the 
n at iona l  champ ion . In 1 950, an 88 broke the c l ass 
speed record at Dayton a  w i th a two-way average of 
1 00 .28 m p h .  That same year, it won the f i rst Mex ican 
Road R ace,  best i n g  such form i d ab le  com pet i tors as 
A l fa Romeo , Cad i l l ac ,  and L i n co l n .  On the ovals ,  O lds 
won 1 0  out of 1 9  races in  1 950;  the fo l low i n g  year, 20 
out of 4 1 . Thou g h  d i sp l aced by the H udson Hornet i n  
1 952-54, 88s cont i n ued to show the i r ab i l i ty i n  other 
compet i t ions .  Pau l Frere, for exam ple ,  won the 1 952 
Francorch amps stoc k c ar race i n  Be l g i u m wi th  one, 
and a 1 950 88 n i cknamed " Roar i n '  Rel i c"  was st i l l  w i n­
n i n g  the occasi o n al mod i f ied race as l ate as 1 959 . 

Such g o i n gs-on n atu ral ly  he l ped keep sales h i g h  
after the se l ler 's  market beg an to shr i n k  around  1 950. 
O lds so ld  about 400,000 cars that year ; d u r i n g  1 95 1 -53 



i t  d i d  less we l l ,  but  never fe l l  below e i g hth p l ace i n  pro­
d u ct i on . By 1 955 O l d s  was ru n n i n g  fou rth , and had even 
passed P lymouth . I n terest i n g ly ,  the d iv i s ion  m an aged 
such sales t r i u mphs w i th  o n l y  th ree bas i c  ser ies,  and 
d i d n ' t  even offer a stat ion  wagon  between 1 95 1  and ' 56 .  

For 1 950 , w i t h  t h e  76 sti l l  i n  t h e  l i ne u p , there was o n l y  
one  8 8  ser ies .  Standard a n d  Deluxe t r im vers ions  were 
offered for sed ans ,  c l u b  cou pe ,  Ho l i d ay h ardtop,  
wagon , convert i b le ,  and the l ast of Olds '  spec i a l " c l u b  
sed ans ,"  a fou r-door fastbac k .  The 9 8  a lso came i n  
stand ard or  Delu xe form i n  notch bac k and fastback 
sed ans ,  H o l i d ays, and convert i b les ,  A l l  th ree '50 con­
vert i b les-the 76 ,  88 ,  and 98-were c u r i ous ly  p l aced 
i n  the " stan d ard"  c ategory : there were no Deluxe 
vers ions .  

Fo r 1 95 1 , t he  Super  88 arr ived on  a new 1 20- i nch  
wheel base and w i th  rev i sed sty l i n g .  The  base 88  l i ne 
sh ran k to sedans on ly ,  the 76 van i shed , and the 98 was 
offered as fou r-door sed an ,  H o l i d ay h ardtop ,  and con­
vert i b le .  The a l l -stee l wagons were d ropped , poss i b ly  
because they were ahead of the i r  t i me .  Sty l i n g  w as a b i t  
g au d ie r  than before,  thou g h  the  g r i l l e w as formed by 
s i mp le  bars,  s ide deco rat ion  was m i n i m a l ,  and ta i l l i g h ts 
were b u i l t i n to l i tt l e  u p r i g h t  f i n s  on the rear fenders .  The 
same bas i c  appearance was cont i n ued for '52,  thoug h  
t h e  8 8  moved up  t o  t h e  1 20- i nch  whee l b ase .  

A long w i th  Cad i l l ac ' s  E ldorado and B u i ck ' s  Skyl ark ,  
O l dsmob i le offered a l i m ited-prod uct ion  convert i b l e  for 
1 953.  Se l l i n g for $57 1 7, the F iesta featu red a c u stom 
leather i n ter io r ,  panoram ic  w i ndsh i e l d ,  and a spec i a l 
1 70-b h p  vers ion of  the Rocket V8 . Stand ard featu res i n­
c l uded Hyd ra-M at i c ,  power b rakes and steer i n g ,  and 
hydrau l i c  servos for w i ndows and seat . F iesta's sp i n ner  
wheel  covers were soon cop ied by every accessory 
house i n  the b u s i n ess,  and appeared on  hot rods and 
c u stom c ars from coast to coast. O n l y  458 Fiestas were 
p rod u ced , and the model  was d i scont i n ued for 1 954 . 
B u t  i t  d i d  pred ic t  a h ost of styl i n g  featu res to come.  

The 1 954-55 per i od marked another  sty l i n g  genera­
t ion , and some of the most attract ive O l d smob i l es of the 
decade.  Each ser ies offered the same body sty les in  al l 
th ree years, w i th  the add i t ion  of fou r-door h ardtops for 
1 955-56 .  A popu l ar feat u re i nt rod u ced for ' 54 w as 
" Au tro n i c  Eye , "  G M 's nove l au tomat i c  head l i g h t d i m­
mer .  Wheel base w as 1 22 i nc hes for both the  88s and 
1 2 6 for  98 . A bored-out  324-c id  V8 w i th  3 .9  x 3 .4- i n c h  
bore a n d  stroke appeared , tu ned t o  de l iver  1 70 bhp  for 
the bas i c  88, and 1 85 bhp  for Su per 88 and 98 . As the 
horsepower race cont i n ued in  ' 56 ,  the f i g u res were 
b u m ped u p  to 230 and 240 bhp .  

O l d s  b u i l t a record n u m ber of c ars i n  1 955 ,  over 50 
percent more than i n  '54 ,  and i m proved i ts  model  year 
stan d i n g  to fou rth p l ace .  M odel  offer i n g s  and 1 954 ' s  
n e w  bodyshe l l  were reta i ned ,  thou g h  sty l i ng was d ras­
t i c a l l y  face l i fted w i th  a new g ri l l e  and two-tone co lor  
com b i nat ions. Together w i th  B u i c k ,  O l d s  i ntrod u ced 
the fou r-door h ardtop, dest i ned to be one  of the most 
popu lar  body sty les of the l ate '50s.  A l l  G M  d iv i s ions  
h ad i t  by  1 956, h av i n g  p l an ned fo r  i t  we l l  i n  advance.  

Oldsmobile 

1953 F iesta convert ib le  

1953 Ser ies 98 convertible 

1 953 Starfi re show ca r 

1954 Ser ies 88 fou r-door sedan 

1955 Ser ies  98 Del uxe  Hol i day hardtop sedan 
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1 957 Golden R ocket Super 88 converti ble 

F-88 rectractable-hardtop show car. 1 959 
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The rest of the i n dustry hur r ied to put h ast i ly  contr ived 
cop ies i nto prod uct ion .  Fou r-door h ardtops general ly 
were prone to let in ra i n and dust as the ru bber  w i ndow 
sea ls  beg an to wear, but  the i dea of a fou r-door sed an 
wi th  the a i r i ness of a hardtop attracted buyers anyway. 

There was yet another redo in 1 956 . Most of the 
chan ges were made up front, w i th  a large gap i ng  g r i l l e 
der ived from the Starf i re show car .  The d iv i s ion  d i d  
except iona l ly wel l ,  prod u c i n g  some 485 ,000 veh ic ies .  

Then c ame the ' 57s-an a l l - n ew de s i g n  w i t h an  ex­
pan ded model l i neup ,  i nc l u d i n g a reborn stat ion  
wagon .  Once ag a i n  O l dsmob i le was i n novat i ve : some 
of i ts wagons were a lso fou r-door hardtops. The 88s 
were labeled Go lden Rocket, after another show car ;  
the 98 was cal led Starfi re .  Stat ion  wagons ,  du bbed 
F iestas,  came w i th and w i thout  B-p i l l ars in the 88 l i ne ;  
p i  I I ar less on ly  i n  Super  88  form .  St andard horsepower 
was 277, but a popu l ar option was the famous J-2 
Rocket en g i ne w i th  th ree two- barrel carbu retors and 
300 bhp .  The J-2 cou ld  propel an 88 from 0 to 60 mph i n  
less than e i g h t  seconds .  

For a ' 57 G M  car ,  O lds  was rather  c lean ly sty led .  The 
w i de-mouth g r i l l e was on ly  m i l d ly resh aped ; a broad ,  
stai n less-steel sweep-spear d ropped down from the 
m idd le  of the be l t l i ne ,  shooti n g  stra i g ht bac k  to the rear 
fenders to de l i neate the two-to n i n g  area. In the face of 
V i rg i l  Exner 's  Forward Look at C h rysler ,  G M  sty l i n g  was 
beg i n n i n g  to seem a l i tt le  o ld- fash i oned , and the age of 
H ar ley Ear l was com i n g to an end . Neverthe less, O lds  
b u i l t near ly 400 ,000 cars  and f i n i shed f i fth ag a i n .  

I n  recess ion year 1 958, most o f  t h e  i n d u stry faltered, 
but O lds  ran fou rth and he ld  prod uct ion to near the 
3 1 5 ,000 mark .  Body offe r i ngs  were as for '57 except that 
two-door sed ans were now l i m i ted to the stand ard 88 
series on ly .  Sty l i n g ,  most observers con c l uded,  was 
at roc ious :  Ford ' s  Alex Trem u l i s  sat i r i zed the fou r  rear­
fender  ch rome str i ps by draw i n g  i n  a c lef and a few 
notes of m u si c .  I n deed, the '58 Fords were better- look­
i n g  than GM cars,  and C h rysler 's  prod ucts were i n  
another league ent i re ly .  But  O ldsmob i le st i l l  manag ed 
to se l l  wel l-aided,  no dou bt ,  by potent en g i nes.  A 37 1 -
c i d  V8 had been i n trod uced i n  '57 ,  and the hottest ver­
s ion prod uced 3 1 2 bhp  for '58 .  

Beh ind  the scenes i n  Detro i t  and Lans i n g ,  b ig  
changes were be i n g  contem p lated . For the f i rst t i me, 
corporate c ross-po l l i n at ion wou l d  occ u r :  GM d iv i s ions 
wou ld  sh are bas ic  bodyshe l ls .  A new g reen house 
des i g n  us i ng  w ide wraparound w i ndows front and rear, 
p l u s  n ar row p i l l ars, was dev i sed for al l  m akes.  I n ner  
pane ls  were sh ared between Chevro let and Pont i ac, 
and between Oldsmob i l e  and B u i c k .  Chevys rode the 
shortest wheel base , w h i le O lds and B u i c k  sh ared two 
c h ass i s  w i th  wheel base of 1 23 and 1 26 i n c hes.  Pont iac 
was s l i g ht ly  shorter .  O n ly Cad i l l ac retai ned i ts own i n­
d iv i dual pane ls .  Exter io r  sty l i ng was dev i sed to make 
eac h  d iv i s ion ' s  products look d i fferent from each other ,  
thou g h  there was more resemb lan ce between Olds and 
Pon t iac than O lds  man agement wou ld h ave l i ked . Pon­
t i ac su rged past O ldsmo b i l e  in ' 59 model year produc-



t i on , somet h i n g  i t  had n ' t done s i nce 1 953 .  
Body shar i n g  h ad other  repercuss ions .  Chevrolet ,  for 

exam ple ,  had to d rop its 1 958 tool i n g  after  o n l y  a year. 
O ldsmob i l e ' s  prev ious  bodyshe l l had on ly  two years 
beh i nd i t .  St i l l ,  it was an effect ive move because body 
s h ar i ng  he ld  prod uct ion  costs dow n ,  and the company 
was ab le to put  that much more t ime and money i n to i ts  
forth com i n g  compacts.  O ldsmo b i l e  wou ld  fo l l ow i ts 
peers i n to smal l -car  terr i tory w i th  the F-85 i n  1 961 . 

The 59 's ,  however, were b i g ,  roomy cars offe r i ng  
h igh  performance and  low m i leage .  En g i nes ran ged 
from the 88 's  37 1 -c i d  u n i t w i th 270 o r  300 bhp  to the new 
394 V8 for the Super 88 and 98 t h at prov i ded 3 1 5  bhp  
w i th  9 . 75 : 1  compress i o n  rat io  and four-barrel  carbu re­
tor .  Performance,  of cou rse, was an O l d s  trad i t ion . 
Com pared to B u i c k ,  O l d s  sty l i n g  w as sed ate i n  ' 59 .  The 
g r i l l e was a rather  s i m p le  du m b be l l  sh ape with fou r  
w i de ly  spaced head l i g h ts ;  t h e  ta i l carr ied modest f i ns .  
The usua l  vast array of co l orfu l i n ter i ors in  v i ny l  and 
j ac q u ard w as offered . 

As the i n novator among G M  d iv i s ions ,  O l dsmo b i le 
a l so l ed the way w i th  i ts d ream c ars i n  the ' 50s .  After the 
l i m i ted-ed i t i on Fi esta came a ser i es of two-seaters. The 
' 53 Starf i re was Corvette- l i ke .  I ts g r i l l e  des i g n ,  taken 
from the A i r  Force 's  Starf i re jet  f i g hter p l ane ,  eventu a l l y  
fou n d  i ts  way onto 1 956 p rod uct ion mode ls .  Perhaps 
the most exot i c  O lds  show car was the 1 956 Go lden 
Rocket ,  a w i ld - look i n g  aerodyn a m i c  coupe m ade  of 
f i berg l ass and e q u i pped w i th  a 324-bhp  Rocket en g i ne.  
Featu res i n c l uded g u l l w i n g  roof panels t h at rose when 
the doors were opened , sw ivel  seats ,  r u n n i ng l i g hts 
mou nted i n  stu bby f i n s  beh i nd the doors,  and a t i l t  
steer i n g  whee l .  

D u r i n g  the 1 960s O ldsm ob i l e  cont i n ued t o  exper i ­
ment-with i ts prod uct ion mode ls .  The d iv i s ion  i ntro­
d uced a var iety of new m ode ls  from com pacts to fu l l ­
s ize  cars ,  new e n g i nes new powertra i n s-and i ts prod­
u ct dec i s i o n s  were rarely m istake n .  I n  ann u al vo l u me, 
O l d smob i le never ran ked be low seventh p l ace ,  often 
p l aced fou rth ,  and averaged about  f i fth  th rou g h  the 
decade.  From a model  year ou tput of about 350,000 c ars 
i n  1 960, p rod uct ion  rose to 635,000 i n  1 969 . 

O ldsmob i le jo i ned the compact w ars i n  1 96 1 . The 
F-85 and the Cu t lass var i at ions  that fo l l owed set record 
after record ; prod uct ion  throu g h  1 968 exceeded that of 
each p rev ious  model  year. T h i s  success w as d u e  to 
O l d smob i le 's  correct m atc h i ng of customer tastes w i th  
new prod u cts :  compact V8s for 1 961 -62 ; l arger com­
pacts w i th  V6 opt i on for 1 964-65 ; and the h i g h -perform­
ance 4-4-2 ser ies  from 1 964 on.  Every year,  O ldsmo­
b i le 's  smal l est ser i es seemed to offer a package t h at 
was r i g ht on  the m oney.  I ts standard-s ize c ars a lso con­
s i stent ly  so ld wel l .  

The F-85 was p art o f  G M 's " second-wave" compact 
prog ram for 1 96 1 . B u i c k ,  O ldsmob i l e ,  and Pont i ac each 
deve loped i ts own vers ion  of the same bas i c  c ar us i n g  a 
shared bodyshe l l and d i mens ions .  Pont i ac ' s  Tempest, 
with i ts c u rved d r ivesh aft and rear t ran sax le ,  w as very 
rad ica l ; O lds  took a more convent i on al route.  The 
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1961 F-85 Cutl ass sport coupe 
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1 962 F-85 Jetf i re sport coupe 

1964 Cutlass Hol i day h ardtop coupe 

1966 4-4-2 Hol iday h ardtop coupe 
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F-85 's  V8 was bu i l t  by B u i c k  and deve loped 1 55 bhp .  I t  
prov ided good performance (0  to  60  mph  i n  1 3  seconds) 
and reasonab le  economy ( 1 8  mpg ) .  Sty l i n g was c l ean 
and  less busy t h a n  t h e  B u i c k  Spec i a l ' s .  It h ad 
scu l ptu red bodys ides,  a c r isp roof i i ne ,  and a s imp le  
vert i cal- bar g r i l l e .  

Nam i ng the  F-85 had been a sma l l  prob lem . Starfi re 
had been the or i g i na l  cho ice ,  but t hat seemed to denote 

1968 4-4-2 Hol iday hardtop coupe 

1970 Cutlass Supreme Hol iday hardtop coupe 

1970 4-4-2 Hol iday hardtop coupe 

1966 Toronado hardtop coupe 
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a b i g  spo rty car. Roc kette was sugg ested , but was 
thou ght  to proj ect an u nwanted i m age of the Rad i o  C i ty 
M u s ic  Hal l  d ancers .  The numer ica l  desi g n at ion  was i n ­
sp i red by a n  O l d s  show c a r  cal led F-88 . T h e  n u m ber 85 
was chosen bec ause it su g gested a fam i Iy re lat ionsh i p  
w i th that exper i menta l ,  yet was d i fferent enoug h  from 
"88 "  to avo id  confus i on w i th the fu l l -s ize cars. I n i t i a l l y, 
F-85s were offered in standard and de luxe form as 
sed ans, coupes,  and wagons.  The De l uxe cou pe w i th 
bucket seats and l ux u ry t r im  was cal led Cut l ass-a 
n ame that wou ld su pp l ant the F-85 mon i ker  l ater on .  

For 1 962 , t ne  Cut lass came standard w i th a 1 85-bhp 
Power-Pac k  vers ion of Bu ick ' s  l i t t le 2 1 5 V8. A lso 
offered was a new mode l ,  the turboch arg ed Jetf i re. The 
tu rbocharger i n c reased output to 2 1 5 bhp-one horse­
powe r per cub ic  i nch-bu t the en g i ne suffered prob­
lems, i n c l u d i n g  carbon bu i ld u p  w i th certa i n  g rades of 
g aso l i ne .  O lds  resorted to the unorthodox tec h n i que of 
water i n ject ion (actual ly ,  a m i xt u re of water and 
alcoho l )  to cure these ma lad ies. The car  was remarka­
bly fast (0 to 60 mph i n  8 .5  seconds w i th  a top speed of 
1 07 mph) ,  but the i n ject ion system proved u n re l i ab le .  
In  1 964, O ldsmob i le g ave up  on tu rbocharg i n g  and set­
t led on a new 330-c id  eng i ne,  a convent ional V8 th at 
prov i ded 230 to 290 bhp. The 225-c id  B u i ck V6 was ad­
ded as an opt ion , and con t i n ued u nchan ged un t i l 1 966 
when i t  was repl aced by an i n l i ne s i x  w i th the same 
horsepower. 

The F-85 g rew l arger through these years, as the 
p u b l i c  kept i n s i st i n g  on  more i m press ive "compacts . "  
Wheel base went from 1 1 2 t o  1 1 5 i n c hes for 1 964, and to 
1 1 6 ( 1 1 2  for two-doors) for 1 968 . Bod i es g rew longer  
and wi der ,  but  styl i n g  actu a l l y  i m p roved as t i me went 
on.  The tru ncated '61 - '62 or i g i n al was g reat ly  c leaned 
u p  for 1 963, and was even c leaner for '64 after a facel i ft 
that g ave i t  a c l oser ident i ty w i th the fu l l -s i ze O ldsmo­
b i les. I n  1 966, the straig ht be l t l i n e  y ie lded to a more 
f low i n g  conto u r, i ncorporat i n g  a "Coke-bott le" h u m p  
over t h e  rear wheels .  After 1 968, styl i n g  began t o  get 
c l u ttered aga i n ,  w i th a bus ier  g r i l le and deck and c l u m­
sy- l ook i n g  v i ny l  tops. Th i s  trend c u l m i n ated i n  1 970 
w i th the al l -new Cut l ass Su preme Ho l i d ay coupe w i th  
notch back roof l i ne .  

The F-85 that offered the best performance was the 
exc i t i n g  4-4-2. The desi g n at ion  stood for fou r  speeds 
(or after 1 965 , 400 c u b i c  i nches) ,  fou r-barrel carbu retor, 
and d u al exhausts.  The f i rst 1 964 ed i t i on came w i th  a 
hot 330-c i d  V8, heavy-d uty suspens ion ,  and a fou r­
speed man u al gearbox . In 1 965, it was hotter st i l l  w i th  a 
400-c id  V8, an u nder-bored vers ion  of the b i g  425 
e n g i n e  used in the fu l l -s i ze mode ls .  The 4-4-2 opt i on 
package  w i th fou r-speed cost on ly  about  $250 i n  1 965. 
I t  i n c l uded heavy-duty whee ls, shocks ,  spr i ngs ,  rear 
ax le ,  d r i vesh aft , e n g i n e  mou nts, stee r i ng  and frame;  
stab i l izer bars f ront  and rear ;  fat t i res; spec i a l exter ior  
and i n ter io r  tr i m ;  1 1 - i nch  c l u tc h ;  and a 70-amp battery. 
Performance was sensati ona l : 0 to 60 i n  7.5 seconds ,  
the quarter- m i l e  in  1 7  seconds at  85 mph,  and a top 
speed of 1 25 mph .  The 4-4-2 proved , as Motor Trend 



m ag az i n e  sa i d ,  " that Detro i t  can b u i l d  c ars that per­
fo rm , h a n d l e  a n d  sto p ,  w i t h o u t  sac r i f i c i n g  road 
comfort .  . . . " 

Each su ccess ive 4-4-2 was eager ly  awai ted .  The 400-
c i d  eng i ne was never pu shed m u c h  beyon d  350 bhp ,  
but  the cars cont i n ued to  be good- loo k i n g ,  fast , and 
g reat fu n to  dr ive .  The 1 969s h ad b ig  4-4-2 n u mera l s  on  
the center g r i l l e d i v i der ,  front fenders, and  dec k ;  tw i n ,  
b l ac k  h o r i z o n t a l  g r i l l e s ;  a n d  a u n i q u e  " t w o- p l ateau " 
hood w i th  spec i a l st r i pes i n  cont rast i n g  pa in t .  They 'd  
become a b i t  ou t l an d i s h ,  perhaps ,  but  were no less the 
performance cars than they'd been in the beg i n n i n g .  

I n  1 966, thou g h ,  C ut l ass and 4-4-2 were oversh ad­
o w e d  by t h e  i n t r i g u i n g  n e w  f ro n t - w h e e l - d r i v e  
Toron ado .  Offered o n l y  a s  a hardtop coupe,  th i s  car 
represented a c l ean break w i th the past (and a com m i t­
ment  to front-wheel-d r ive that wou ld  become co rpo­
rate-w ide  by 1 980) .  It m arked a b i g tu rn about for a com­
pany that had once pan ned the front-dr ive Cord , b ut 
G M  p l an ned wel l :  the To ronado worked,  and worked 
beau t i fu I l y .  

The goa l  for  t h i s  front-whee l -dr ive exerc i se was to  
com b i n e  t rad i t i ona l  Amer ican  b i g-car power w i th  out­
stan d i n g  hand l i n g  and tract i o n .  Toronado 's  425-c i d  V8 
w as sh ared w i th  the convent iona l  fu l l - s i ze models ,  but  
was teamed wi th  i ts own new tran s m i ss ion  d i v ided i n to 
two parts .  The torque converter was mou n ted beh i nd 
the en g i ne ,  the gearbox was located remote ly  u n der  the 
l eft cyl i n d er ban k ,  and both were connected by a cha i n 
d ri ve and sprocket .  The c h ai n  d r ive ,  v i rtu a l l y  u n break­
ab le  yet f lex i b le ,  was deve loped to save we i g ht and cut  
costs . I t  a l so resu l ted in  a very com pact eng i ne and 

1967 Toronado hardtop coupe 

1968 Toronado hardtop coupe 

Oldsmobile 

1969 Toronado hardtop coupe 

1970 Toronado ha rdtop coupe 

d ri vetra i n pac k age .  M ost prev ious  front-dr ive systems 
h ad put  the en g i ne beh i nd a front-mou nted t ransm i s­
s i o n .  Toron ado 's  sp l i t  t ransm i ss i on enab led the en g i ne 
to be p laced d i rect ly over the fron t  whee ls .  The res u l t  
was a front/rear wei g ht d i st r i bu t ion  o f  54/46 , exce l lent  
for a front-whee l -d r ive car .  

Toro n ado 's  sty l i n g  w as as sop h i st i c ated as i ts eng i -

1960 Super  88 converti ble 

1961 Super 88 Sta rfi re convert ible 
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1 962 N i nety E ight convert ib le 

1963 Starf i re hardtop coupe 

., �- '  
" 

1963 N i nety E i ght convertible 

1 964 Jetstar 88 Celebr ity fou r-door sedan 

nee ri n g .  The C-p i l l ars fe l l  gent ly  from the roof, there 
was no obv ious be l t l i n e  aft of the rear w i ndows, and the 
roof l i ne fl owed down smooth ly as a rak i sh fastback .  
The cu rved fuse l age  was set off by  bo ld l y  f l ared wheel 
arc hes. The front  and rear were c lean and wrapped 
t ig ht ly u nderneath ,  as were the s ides.  Don Vorderman, 
t h e n  ed  i t o r  of A utomo bi l e  Q u a rterly m ag a z i  n e ,  
re m ar ked : " A  rad i c a l l y  d i fferent  l oo k  h as been 
ach i eved w ith a m i n i m u m  of fuss .  There are no loose 
ends, no u n reso lved l i nes . . .  The resu lt i s  log ica l ,  
i m ag i nat ive,  and  total ly  u n ique . "  

The  Toronado was a su perb mac h i ne .  I t  exh i b i ted 
some u ndersteer ,  but not much for a fwd car ,  and ran 
q u i et ly  even at 1 00 mph .  I t  cou ld  do 1 35 mph when 
pressed , even w i th a " standard " rear axle rat io  and 
automat ic  transm i ss ion .  I t  was probably the most out-
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1965 Delta 88 Hol iday ha rdtop sedan 

1 967 N i nety E ight  Ho l iday hardtop coupe 

/ 

I 

1 969 N i nety E ight  Ho l iday hardtop coupe 

1970 Delta 88 Custom Hol iday hardtop sedan 

stand i ng s i n g l e  O lds  model of the '60s .  A l thou g h  the 
1 968-70 versi ons were not as c lean as the '66 and '67,  
the Toronado was a l andmark  creat ion . 

Wh i le produc i n g  the i n terest i n g  and exc i t i ng  F-85 , 
Cut lass, 4-2-2 ,  and Toronado,  O ldsmo b i l e 's  mai nstays 
were its convent i ona l  stand ard-s ize mode ls .  The 1 960 
l i neup was trad i t iona l : Dyn am ic  88, the pr ice leader ;  
Super 88 , the b i g-en g i ned performance c ar of the 
g rou p ;  and 98 (a lso cal led " N i nety E i g ht " ) ,  the l ux u ry 
seri es. The l i neup  was expanded for 1 964 when the 
Jetstar 88 arrived at the low end ,  along with the Jetstar 
I sports cou pe (w i th  concave back l i gh t ) .  To make room 
for the Jetstar, the Dyn am i c  88 moved up a notch on the 
pr ice sca le .  In 1 965,  the Delta 88 repl aced the Super ;  
the Jetstar was repl aced by the De lmont  a year l ater .  
The Del mont 's  market terr itory was expanded in '67 by 



e l i m i n ati n g  the o ld  Dyn am ic  ser ies .  Fo r 1 968 , the l i ne 
reve rted to a th ree-se r ies  ran g e  of De l mont ,  De l ta, and 
98 .  Then in 1 969 ,  the De lmont  was dropped and De l ta 
88s were offered in  stand ard ,  C u stom , and Royale .  

The  b road ran g e  o f  body sty les offered throu g h  most 
of the '60s i n c l u ded hardtop coupes and sed ans,  con­
vert i b l es ,  the V i sta C r u i ser  wagon (wi th  tran sparent 
roof w i n dows) , and F i esta wagons .  The desi g n  was 
c lean i n  1 960 , c leaner i n  '6 1 , and spectac u l ar ly hand­
some ("Stra i gh taway Styl i n g " ) i n  '62 .  Though  face l i fts 
b ro u g ht rou nder ,  fatter bod i es in 1 965,  the fu l l -s i ze cars 
reta i n ed v i sua l  s i m i l ar i ty to the i r  predecessors th rou g h ­
o u t  the decade.  I n  1 968-70 the w i de,  sq u are 1 962-64 
g r i l l e reappeared . I n  between was an era of broad , 
po i n ted noses ;  s i n g le-bar g r i l l es ;  and pro m i nent  q u ad 
head l i g h ts .  Styl i n g  cont i n u ity was preserved th rou g h  
the use o f  j u st two whee l bases ,  1 23 a n d  1 26 i n ches ,  
from 1 960 to  1 968 . An i nch  was added to eac h chass i s 
i n  1 969.  

O ldsmob i le en tered the '60s w i th two V8s : a 371 for 
the Dyn am i c  88, and a 394 for the Super  88 and 98 . The 
l atte r was the o n l y  b ig O lds  en g i ne for 1 962-63 . The 

Oldsmo b i l e  Specificat ion s  

1 940 
F-40 Series 60 ( wb 1 1 6.0) Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 3,030 807 2,752 
c l ub  c pe 3,0 1 5  848 7.664 
cony c pe 3, 1 1 0 1 ,021 1 ,347 
sdn 2d 3,065 853 27,220 
sdn 4d 3, 1 00 899 24,422 
wgn 4d 3.255 1 ,042 633 

G-40 Series 70 (wb 1 20.0) 

bus cpe 3, 1 00 865 4,337 
c l u b  cpe 3, 1 05 901 8,505 
cony cpe 3,240 1 ,045 1 ,070 
sdn 2d 3, 1 70 9 1 2  21 ,486 
sdn 4d 3,220 963 41 ,467 

L-40 Series 90 (wb 1 24.0) 

c l u b  c pe 3,440 1 ,069 1 0,836 
cony cpe 3,590 1 ,222 290 
sdn 4d 3,555 1 , 1 31 33,075 
cony phaeton 4d 3,750 1 ,570 50 

1940 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai l abi l ity 

L6, 229 .7 3.44 X 4. 1 3  95 S-60, 70 
L8, 257. 1  3.25 x 3.88 1 1 0  S-90 

1 941 
66 Special  6 ( wb 1 1 9.0) Wght Price Prod 

bus c pe 3, 1 45 852 6,433 
c lub  c pe 3. 1 85 893 23,796 

Oldsmobile 

low-pr iced '64 Jetstar sh ared the F-85 's  330 eng i n e.  I n  
1 965,  the 394 was stroked o u t  to 425 c i d ,  and power 
g rad u a l l y rose to 385 bhp  fo r the 1 966-67 To ronado.  
Outpu ts decreased s l i g h t ly across the bo ard in 1 968-70 
w i th the advent of e m i ss ion  contro l s .  The De lmont  
started out  in  '67 w i th  the F-85 's  330-c i d  V8,  w h i c h  was 
bored out  to 350 c i d  (250 bhp )  fo r 1 968 . 

The Starf i  re of 1 96 1 -66 and the Jetstar I of 1 964-65 
were O ldsmob i le ' s  f l i n g s i n  the market of bucket-seated 
performance cars .  The Starf i re debuted as a l i m i ted­
ed i t ion  i te m ,  but p rod uct i on  was boosted to over 40 ,000 
cars for the 1 962 model  year. Equ i pped w i th  O lds '  most 
powerfu I en g i nes ,  Starf i  re h ardtops and cou pes fea­
t u re d  i n d i v i d u a l sty l i n g ,  w i t h  b r o ad sweeps of  
brushed al u m i n u m  on ear l y  mode l s ;  buc ket seats w i th  
center  conso l e ;  and l ux u r i ous  i n ter i ors .  The Jetstar I 
was the same idea at a more popu l ar pr ice .  B ut i t  d i d n ' t 
catc h on ; prod uct ion  tota led on ly  abo ut 22 ,600 u n i ts 
ove r two model  years.  A l th o u g h  ne i ther  Starf i re nor Jet­
star met the t rue def i n i t ion  of a sports car  (as O l dsmo­
b i le  often refer red to them ) ,  they h an d led we l l  for the i r 
s i ze and offered d i st i nct ive tran sportat ion . 

Wght Price Prod 

cony cpe 3,355 1 ,048 2,8 14  
sdn  2d 3, 1 90 898 30,475 
sdn 4d 3,230 945 25,899 
Town Sed an 4d 3,220 945 1 1 ,921 
wgn 4d 3,565 1 , 1 76 604 

68 Special  8 (wb 1 19.0) 

bus cpe 3,260 893 1 88 
c l u b  cpe 3,300 935 2,684 
cony c pe 3,455 1 ,089 776 
sdn 2d 3,305 940 499 
sdn 4d 3,360 987 3,831 
Town Sed an 4d 3,345 987 2 , 1 88 
wgn 4d 3,660 1 ,2 1 7  95 

76 Dynamic Cruiser 6 ( wb 1 25.0) 

bus cpe 3,260 908 353 
c l u b  sdn 3.325 954 46,885 
sdn 4d 3,390 1 ,0 1 0  40,71 9 

78 Dynamic Cruiser 8 ( wb 1 25.0) 

bus cpe 3,360 944 51 
c l u b  sdn 3,420 989 1 3,598 
sdn 4d 3,500 1 ,045 1 5,580 

96 Custom Cruiser 6 ( wb 1 25.0) 

c l u b  cpe 3,320 1 ,043 2 , 1 96 
cony cpe 3.525 1 , 1 9 1 325 
sdn 4d 3,41 0 1 ,099 4 , 196 

98 Custom Cruiser 8 (wb 125.0) 

c l u b  cpe 3,430 1 ,079 6,305 
cony cpe 3,620 1 ,227 1 .263 
cony ph aeton 4d 3,790 1 ,575 1 1 9 
sdn 4d 3,500 1 , 1 35 22,08 1  
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1941 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai l abi l ity 1946 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai lab i l ity 

L6, 238 . 1  3 .50 x 4 . 1 3  1 00 S-66, 76, 96 L6, 238 . 1  3 .50 X 4 . 1 3  1 00 S-66, 76 
L8, 257 . 1  3.25 x 3.88 1 1 0 S-68, 78, 98 L8, 257 . 1  3.25 x 3 .88 1 1 0 S-78, 98 

1 942 1 947 
66 " Sixty" 6 (wb 1 19,0) Wght Price Prod F-47 Special  66 (wb 1 19.0) Wght Price Prod 

bus c pe 3,230 9 1 5  1 ,026- c l u b  sdn 2d 3,330 1 ,5 1 3  21 ,366' 
c lub  cpe 3,265 955 3 ,762- c l u b  c pe 3,325 1 ,488 1 0,723' 
cony cpe 3,560 1 , 1 85 746- cony cpe 3,605 1 ,845 3,949 
c lub  sdn 3,270 970 9 ,744* sdn 4d 3,355 1 ,556 1 6,995' 
sdn 2d 3,280 960 3 ,245" wgn 4d 3,770 2,456 968 
sdn 4d 3,31 5 1 ,005 7,086-
Town Sed an 4d 3,320 1 ,005 3,42 1 *  E-47 Special 68 ( w b  1 19.0) 
wgn 4d 3,735 1 ,280 700* c l u b  sdn 2d 3,430 1 ,572 7 , 1 22' 

68 " Sixty" 8 (wb 1 19.0) c l u b  cpe 3,420 1 ,546 3,574' 

bus cpe 3,365 955 1 40" 
cony cpe 3,7 1 0  1 ,903 2 ,579 
sdn 4d 3,460 1 ,61 4 5,665" 

c l u b  cpe 3,405 995 501 *  wgn 4d 3,885 2 ,51 4 492 
cony cpe 3,7 1 5  1 ,225 1 02" 
c lub  sdn 3,405 1 ,01 0 1 ,022* G-47 Dynamic Cruiser 76 (wb 1 25.0) 
sdn 2d 3,41 0 1 ,000 443* c l u b  sdn 2d 3,470 1 ,584 22,509* 
sdn 4d 3,455 1 ,045 967* Deluxe c l u b  sdn 2d 3,51 5 1 ,705 3,951 * 
Town Sedan 4d 3,445 1 ,045 467* sdn 4d 3,525 1 ,659 1 8, 1 96* 
wgn 4d 3,890 1 ,320 95* Del uxe sdn 4d 3,590 1 ,773 4 , 7 1 0* 

76 " Seventy" 6 (wb 1 25.0) 
J-47 Dynamic Cruiser 78 ( wb 1 25.0) 

c l u b  sdn 3,395 1 ,01 0 7 ,481 * 
c l u b  sdn 2d 3,590 1 ,643 1 5,643' De l u xe c l u b  sdn 3,460 1 ,095 2,247* 

sdn 4d 3,465 1 ,065 6,507* De l u xe c l u b  sdn 2d 3,650 1 ,762 2,476* 

Del uxe sdn 4d 3,51 0 1 , 1 50 2,4 1 4* sdn 4d 3,655 1 ,7 1 7 1 2 ,645* 

78 " Seventy" 8 ( wb 1 25.0) 
Del u xe sdn 4d 3,705 1 ,830 3 , 1 84* 

c l u b  sdn 3,520 1 ,050 3,055* 
L-47 Custom Cruiser 98 (wb 1 27.0) 

Del u xe c l u b  sdn 3,570 1 , 1 35 9 1 8* c l u b  sdn 3 ,71 5 1 ,865 8,475 
sdn 4d 3,580 1 , 1 05 2,659* cony cpe 4 ,075 2 ,307 3,940 
De luxe sdn 4d 3,640 1 , 1 90 986* sdn 4d 3,795 1 ,9 1 7 24,733 

98 " Ninety" 8 ( wb 1 27.0) ' Estimates based on percentage d i�tr i but ion of k nown product ion of 66 
cony c pe 3,955 1 ,450 2 1 6  

(55,61 0) ,  68 (1 7,956) ,  76 (49,71 1 )  and 7 8  (33,963). 

c l u b  sdn 3,635 1 ,220 1 ,771 1 947 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 
sdn 4d 3,71 5 1 ,275 4 ,672 L6, 238. 1  3 .50 x 4 . 1 3  1 00 S-66, 76 

' Estimates based on percentage d istr i bution of known product ion of 66 L8, 257 . 1  3.25 X 3 .88 1 1 0  S-68, 78 , 98 
(30,21 9) , 68 (4,089) , 76 ( 1 9,01 3) and 78 (7,803).  

1 942 Engines bore ;( stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 1 948 
L6, 238 . 1  3 .50 X 4 . 1 3  1 00 S-66, 76 Dynamic 66 ( wb 1 19.0) Wght Price Prod 
L8, 257. 1  3 .25 x 3.88 1 1 0 S-68, 78, 98 

c l u b  sdn 2d 3,285 1 ,634 1 5,07 1 *  
1 946 Del u xe c l u b  sdn 2d 3,300 1 ,776 2,016' 

F-46 Specia l  66 (wb 1 19.0) Wght Price Prod 
c l u b  cpe 3 ,240 1 ,609 5,923' 
Del u xe c l u b  cpe 3,255 1 ,749 792* 

cony c pe 3,605 1 ,681 1 ,409 cony c pe 3,550 2 ,003 1 ,801 
c l u b  cpe 3,31 5 1 ,407 4,537 sdn 4d 3,320 1 ,677 1 1 ,406' 
c lub  sdn 2d 3,330 1 ,433 1 1 ,721 De l u xe sdn 4d 3,335 1 ,8 1 8  1 ,656* 
sdn 4d 3,350 1 ,471 1 1 ,053 wgn 4d 3,620 2,61 4 840 
wgn 4d 3,750 2,089 1 40 De luxe wgn 4d 3,635 2,739 553 

G-46 Dynamic Cruiser 76 (wb 1 25.0) Dynamic 68 ( wb 1 19.0) 

c l u b  sdn 2d 3,460 1 ,497 30,929 c l u b  sdn 2d 3,420 1 ,693 5,86 1 *  
De l u xe c l u b  s d n  2d 3,505 1 ,61 0 1 ,923 Deluxe c l u b  sdn 2d 3,435 1 ,834 784* 
sdn 4d 3,5 1 0  1 ,568 1 8 ,425 c l u b  cpe 3,355 1 ,667 2,303' 
De l u xe sdn 4d 3,555 1 ,678 2 , 1 79 Del uxe c l u b  cpe 3,370 1 ,808 308' 

J-46 Dynamic Cruiser 78 ( wb 1 25.0) cony c pe 3,660 2,061 2 ,091 
sdn 4d 3,445 1 ,735 4 ,436' 

c l u b  sdn 2d 3,600 1 ,554 8 ,723 Delu xe sdn 4d 3,460 1 ,876 644" 
De luxe c l u b  sdn 2d 3,630 1 ,666 2 , 1 88 wgn 4d 3,770 2 ,672 760 
sdn 4d 3,640 1 ,624 7 , 1 03 De l uxe wgn 4d 3,785 2 ,797 554 
De luxe sdn 4d 3,670 1 ,733 2 ,929 Dynamic 76 (wb 1 25.0) 

L-46 Custom Cruiser 98 (wb 127.0) 
c l u b  sdn 2d 3,425 1 ,726 9,984' 

c l u b  sdn 2d 3,680 1 ,762 2 ,459 Delu xe c l u b  sdn 2d 3,445 1 ,873 4,866-
cony c pe 4,025 2 ,040 874 sdn 4d 3,500 1 ,801 7 ,342" 
sdn 4d 3,775 1 ,8 1 2  1 1 ,031 De l uxe sdn 4d 3,535 1 ,947 7 , 1 99" 
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98 (wb 124.0) Wght Price Prod 1955 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
----

sdn 4d 3.765 2 ,786 58. 550 V8. 324 .3 3.88 x 3.44 1 85 S-88 

conv cpe 4 . 1 1 1  3.229 3 .544 V8. 324 . 3  3.88 x 3 . 4 4  202 S-Super 88. 98 

Hol iday hlp cpe 3.874 3.022 1 4 . 1 50 
1956 

1952 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 
88 (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 

V8. 303. 7  3.75 X 3.44 1 45 S-88 
sdn 4d 3.748 2 ,487 57,092 

V8. 303.7 3 75 x 3. 44 1 60 S-Super 88. 98 
sdn 2d 3.69 1 2 ,422 3 1 ,949 

1953 Hol iday hlp sdn 3,797 2 .671 52,239 

88 Del uxe (wb 120.0) Wght Price Prod Ho l iday htp c pe 3 , 7 4 1  2 ,599 74,739 

sdn 4d 3.642 2 .327 20,400 Super 88 (wb 1 22.0) 

sdn 2d 3.603 2.262 1 2 ,400 sdn 4d 3,768 2 .640 59.728 

Super 88 (wb 120.0) 
sdn 2d 3, 7 1 7  2 .574 5,465 
H o l iday htp sdn 3.869 2 .881 6 1 . 1 92 

sd n 4d 3.673 2, 462 1 1 9 . 3 1 7  H o l iday h t p  cpe 3.771 2 .808 43.054 
sdn 2d 3.628 2.395 36.824 conv cpe 4 . 033 3.031 9. 561 
conv c pe 3.905 2 .853 8 .31 0 

98 (wb 1 26.0) 
Hol iday htp cpe 3.66 1  2 .673 36.881 

98 (wb 124.0) 
sdn 4d 4.028 3 .298 20, 1 05 
H o l iday htp sdn 4 . 1 67 3.551 42 .320 

sdn 4d 3.779 2 .786 64 ,431 H o l iday htp c pe 4.080 3,480 1 9,433 
conv c pe 4 . 1 1 9  3.229 7 .521  Starfi re conv cpe 4 .325 3, 740 8 . 581 
Ho l iday htp cpe 3.893 3.022 27 .920 

1956 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai l ab i l ity 
Fiest a conv cpe 4 ,453 5, 7 1 7  458 

1953 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai l abi l ity V8. 324 . 3  3 .88 x 3 . 44 230 S-88 
V8. 324 .3 3 .88 x 3 .44 240 S-Super 88. 98 

V8. 303.7 3.75 x 3 . 44 1 50 S-88 
1 957 V8. 303.7 3 . 75 x 3. 44 1 65 S-Super 88. 98 

1 954 Golden Rocket 88 (wb 122.0) Wght Price Prod 

88 ( wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 361 1 sdn 2d 3.942 2 ,733 1 8,477 

3637 H o l iday htp cpe 3.963 2 .854 49 . 1 87 
sdn 4d 3,71 9 2 . 337 29.028 3639 Hol iday htp sdn 4 .052 2 .932 33,830 
sd n 2d 3,699 2 . 272 1 8,01 3 3667TX conv cpe 4 , 232 3, 1 82 6,423 
Ho l iday htp cpe 3,721 2 ,449 25,820 3669 sdn 4d 4 ,000 2,798 53,923 

Super 88 (wb 1 22.0) 3693 Fiesta wgn 4d 4,281 3 ,202 5,052 
3695 Fiesta htp wgn 4d 4,31 4 3,31 3 5,767 

sdn 4d 3,780 2 ,477 1 1 1 , 326 
sdn 2d 3,729 2 ,41 0 27,882 Golden Rocket Super 88 (wb 1 22.0) 

con v c pe 4,003 2 ,868 6 ,452 3637 S D  H o l iday htp cpe 4 ,01 0 3 , 1 80 31 , 1 55 
Deluxe Ho l iday htp cpe 3.775 2 ,688 42, 1 55 3639SD H o l iday htp sdn 4 , 1 1 7  3,257 39,1 62 

98 (wb 1 26.0) 3667 DTX conv cpe 4,283 3,447 7 , 1 28 
3669D sdn 4d 4 ,044 3,030 42,629 

Del u xe sdn 4d 3,895 2 , 806 47 ,972 3695SD Fiesta htp wgn 4d 4,364 3,54 1 8,981 
Hol iday htp cpe 3,851 2 .826 8 , 865 sdn 2d 4 ,001 2 ,968 2,983 
Del uxe Ho l iday htp cpe 3,938 3.042 29,688 
Starf i re conv cpe 4 , 1 93 3 ,249 6,800 Starfire 98 (wb 1 26.0) 

1 954 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 3037SD X  Hol iday h t p  cpe 4 ,296 3,937 1 7,791 
3039 S D X  Hol iday h tp  sdn  4,385 4,01 3 32,099 

V8. 324 .3 3.88 x 3 .44 1 70 S-88 3067D X  conv cpe 4 ,572 4 ,2 1 7 8,278 
V8, 324 .3 3.88 x 3 .44 1 85 S-Super 88, 98 3069 D sdn 4d 4 ,322 3,74 1 2 1 ,525 

1 955 1 957 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

88 (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod V8, 371 . 1  4 .00 x 3 .69 277 S-al l  

sdn 4d 3,707 2,362 57,777 1 958 
sdn 2d 3 ,688 2 ,297 37,507 Dynamic 88 (wb 1 22.5) Wght Price Prod 
Hol iday htp sdn 3,768 2 ,548 4 1 ,31 0 
Hol iday htp cpe 3 ,707 2 ,474 85,767 361 1 sdn 2d 3,961 2 , 772 1 1 ,833 

Super 88 (wb 1 22.0) 
3637 H o l iday htp c pe 3,972 2 .893 53,036 
3639 Hol iday htp sdn 4,035 2,971 28,241 

sdn 4d 3,762 2 , 503 1 1 1 ,3 1 6  3667TX conv cpe 3,987 3,221 4 , 456 
sdn 2d 3,720 2 ,436 1 1 ,950 3669 sdn 4d 3,985 2 ,837 60,429 
conv cpe 3,983 2 , 894 9 . 007 3693 Fiesta wgn 4d 4 ,258 3 ,284 3,249 
Deluxe Ho l iday htp sdn 3,825 2 ,788 47,385 3695 Fiesta htp wgn 4d 4 , 297 3 , 39 5  3,323 
Deluxe Hol iday htp cpe 3,765 2 ,7 1 4  62, 534 Super 88 (wb 1 22.5) 

98 (wb 1 26.0) 
3637SD Hol iday htp c pe 4 ,000 3,262 1 8,653 

sdn 4d 3,864 2 ,833 39,847 3639S D  Hol iday htp sdn 4 ,073 3,339 27,521 
Starf i re conv cpe 4 , 1 59 3,276 9, 1 49 3667DTX conv c pe 4,01 0 3,529 3 , 799 
Deluxe Hol iday htp sdn 3,976 3 , 1 40 31 ,267 3669D sdn 4d 4,008 3 , 1 1 2  33,844 
Deluxe H o l iday htp c pe 3,924 3,069 38,363 3695SD Fiest a  htp wgn 4d 4,334 3,623 5 , 1 75 
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98 (wb 1 26.5) Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

3037S0X H o l id ay htp c pe 4 ,329 4,020 1 1 ,0 1 2  3027 c l u o  cpe 2 ,549 2 ,330 2,336 
3039S0X Ho l iday htp sdn 4 ,391  4 ,096 27,603 3035 wgn 4d ,  6P 2 , 7 1 6  2,68 1 6,677 
30670X cony c pe 4,31 8 4 ,300 5,605 3045 wgn 4d , 8P 2 .800 2 ,762 1 0 ,087 
30690 sdn 4d 4,31 6 3,824 1 6,595 

--

F-85 Del uxe ( wb 1 12 .0) 
1958 Engines bore x stroke bhp avail ability 31 1 7  Cut lass spt cpe 2 ,664 2.621 9 ,935 
V8, 371 . 1  4 .00 X 3.69 265 S-88 31 1 9  sdn 4d 2 ,547 2 , 5 1 9  26.31 1 
V8, 371 . 1 4 .00 X 3.69 305 S-Super 88. 98 3 1 35 wgn 4d , 6P 2 ,731  2 ,8 1 6  526 
V8, 37 1 . 1 4 .00 x 3.69 3 1 2  O-Su per 88 , 98 3 1 45 wgn 4d , 8P 2 .822 2 ,897 757 

1 959 Dynamic 88 ( wb 1 23.0) 

Dynamic 88 ( wb 1 23.0) Wght Price Prod 
321 1 sdn 2d 3,966 2 ,835 4 ,920 
3235 wgn 4d ,  6P 4 .354 3,363 5 ,374 

321 1  sdn 4d 4 ,040 2 ,837 1 6, 1 23 3237 H o l i d ay htp c pe 3,98 1 2 ,956 1 9 ,878 
32 1 9  Celebrity sdn 4d 4 , 1 30 2 ,902 70,995 3239 Ho l iday htp sdn 4,074 3,034 51 ,562 
3235 Fiesta wgn 4d 4 ,465 3,365 1 1 .298 3245 wgn 4d , 8P 4,428 3,471 4 ,0 1 3  
3237 Sce n i c  htp c pe 4 ,085 2 ,958 38,488 3267 cony cpe 4 ,068 3,284 9 ,049 
3239 Ho l id ay htp sdn 4 , 1 65 3,036 48 , 707 3269 Celebr ity sdn 4d 4 ,031 2 ,900 42,584 
3267 cony c pe 4 , 1 20 3,286 8 ,491 

Super 88 ( wb 1 23.0) 
Super 88 (wb 1 23.0) 

3535 wgn 4d , 6P 4 ,382 3,665 2,761 
351 9  Celebr i ty sdn 4d 4 , 1 35 3 , 1 78 37 ,024 3537 H o l i d ay htp cpe 4,024 3, 325 7 ,009 
3535 Fiesta wgn 4d 4 ,485 3,669 7 ,01 5 3539 Ho l id ay htp sdn 4 ,099 3,402 23,272 
3537 Sce n i c  htp cpe 4,090 3,328 20,259 3545 wgn 4d ,  8P . 4 ,445 3 ,773 2 , 1 70 
3539 Ho l id ay htp sdn 4 , 1 85 3,405 38,467 3567 cony cpe 4 ,099 3,592 2 ,624 
3567 cony c pe 4 , 1 35 3,595 4 ,895 3569 Celebr i ty sd n 4d 4 ,065 3, 1 76 1 5,328 

98 ( wb 1 26.3) 3667 Starf ire cony c pe 4 ,330 4 ,647 7 ,600 

38 1 9  Celebr i ty sdn 4d 4,390 3,890 23, 1 06 98 ( wb 1 26.3) 

3837 Sce n i c  htp cpe 4,360 4 ,086 1 3 ,669 3829 Hol iday htp sdn 4 ,269 4 ,021 1 3,331 
3839 Ho l id ay htp sdn 4,450 4 , 1 62 36 ,81 3  3837 Ho l id ay htp c pe 4 , 1 87 4 ,083 4 ,445 
3867 cony c pe 4,360 4 ,366 7 ,5 1 4  3839 Sport Sedan (htp)  4 ,31 9 4 , 1 59 1 2 ,343 

1 959 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 3867 cony c pe 4,225 4 ,362 3,804 

V8, 371 . 1  4 .00 X 3.69 270 S-88 1 961 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 371 . 1  4 .00 X 3.69 300 0-88 V8, 2 1 5.0 3.50 X 2 .80 1 55 S-F-85 
V8, 394.0 4. 1 3 x 3.69 31 5 S-Super 88, 98 V8, 394 .0 4 . 1 3 X 3 .69 250 S-88 

V8, 394 .0 4 , 1 3 x 3.69 325 S-Super 88, 98; 0-88 
1 960 
Dynamic 88 ( wb 123.0) Wght Price Prod 1 962 
321 1 sdn 2d 4,026 2 ,835 1 3,545 F-85 ( wb 1 1 2 .0) Wght Price Prod 

321 9  Celebrity sdn 4d 4,091 2 ,900 76,377 301 9  sdn 4d 2 ,599 2,457 8,074 
3235 Fiesta wgn 4d, 6P 4 ,449 3,363 8,835 3027 c l u b  c pe 2,607 2 ,403 7 ,909 
3237 Scen i -Coupe htp 4,049 2 ,956 29,368 3035 wgn 4d ,  6P 2 ,780 2,754 3,204 
3239 H o l iday htp sdn 4 , 1 39 3,034 43,761 3045 wgn 4d ,  8P 2,852 2 ,835 1 ,887 
3245 Fiesta wgn 4d ,  8P 4,470 3,471 5 ,708 3067 cony cpe 2,790 2 ,760 3,660 
3267 cony c pe 4 , 1 01 3,284 1 2,271  

F-85 Deluxe ( wb 1 1 2.0) 
Super 88 ( wb 123.0) 

31 1 7  C u t l ass spt cpe 2 ,651 2 ,694 32,461 
351 9  Celebrity sdn 4d 4 , 1 28 3 , 1 76 35,094 31 1 9  sdn 4d 2,634 2 ,592 1 8,736 
3535 Fiesta wgn 4d ,  6P 4 ,483 3,665 3,765 31 35 wgn 4d ,  6P 2 ,8 1 2 2 ,889 4 ,974 
3537 Sce n i -Coupe htp 4,086 3,325 1 6,464 3 1 67 Cut l ass cony cpe 2 ,830 2,971 9 ,893 
3539 Ho l iday htp sdn 4 , 1 82 3,402 33,285 31 47  Jetf i re spt c pe 2 ,739 3,049 3,765 
3545 Fiesta wgn 4d ,  8P 4 ,506 3,7,73 3,475 

Dynamic 88 ( wb 1 23.0) 3567 cony cpe 4 , 1 34 3,592 5,830 

98 ( wb 1 26.3) 3235 w g n  4d, 6P 4,392 3,460 8 ,527 
3239 Ho l id ay htp sdn 4 ,080 3, 1 31 53,438 

38 1 9  Celebrity sdn 4d 4 ,360 3,887 1 7, 1 88 3245 wgn 4d ,  8P 4 ,428 3,568 6,4 1 7  
3837 Sce n i -Coupe htp 4 ,322 4 ,083 7 ,635 3247 H o l i d ay htp cpe 3,992 3,054 39,676 
3839 Ho l iday htp sdn 4 ,431  4 , 1 59 27,257 3267 cony c pe 4 , 1 04 3 ,38 1  1 2 ,21 2 
3867 cony cpe 4,349 4 ,362 7 ,284 3269 Celebrity sdn 4d 4,038 2,997 68,467 

1 960 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity Super 88 ( wb 1 23.0) 

V8, 371 . 1  4.00 x 3.69 240 S-88 3535 Fiesta wgn 4d 4 ,4 1 2  3,762 3,837 
V8, 371 . 1  4 .00 X 3.69 260 0-88 3539 Ho l id ay htp sdn 4 , 1 1 7  3,499 2 1 , 1 75 
V8, 394.0 4. 1 3 x 3.69 3 1 5  S-Super 88, 98 3547 Ho l id ay htp cpe 4,022 3,422 9 ,0 1 0  

3569 Celebrity sdn 4d 4,069 3,273 24 , 1 25 
1 961 

Starfire (wb 1 23.0) 
F-85 ( wb 1 1 2 .0) Wght Price Prod 3647 htp cpe 4 ,21 3 4 , 1 3 1 34 ,839 
301 9  sdn 4d 2,541 2 ,384 1 9 ,765 3667 cony c pe 4,334 4 ,744 7, 1 49 
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98 ( wb 126.0) Wght Price Prod Wght Price P rod 

38 1 9  Town Sed an 4d 4 . 258 3.984 1 2 . 1 67 3 1 27 De l Sport s  C o u pe 2 ,824 2 ,537 6 ,594 
3829 H o l i d ay h t p  sdn 4 , 306 4 , 1 1 8  7 ,653 3 1 35 Del  w g n  4d 3 . 304 2 . 797 909 
3839 Sport Sedan ( h t p )  4 . 337 4 ,256 33,095 3 1 69 Del  sdn 4d 3,055 2 , 505 7 ,428 
3847 Hol iday h t p  cpe 4,231 4 . 1 80 7 , 546 

Cutlass (wb 1 1 5.0) 
3867 cony cpe 4.298 4 ,459 3 ,693 

3227 Sports C o u pe 3, 1 4 1  2 .644 1 5 ,440 
1962 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 3237 H o l i day h t p  c pe 3, 1 80 2. 784 36, 1 53 
V8, 21 5.0 3 .50 X 2 .80 1 55 S- F-85 exc C u t l ass/Jetf ire 3255 C u stom wg n 4d 2S 3 . 7 1 4  3 , 1 46 3,320 
V8, 21 5.0 3 .50 X 2 .80 1 85 S-F-85 C ut l as s ;  0- F-85 3265 C u stom Wgn 4d , 3S 3,781 3,270 7,286 
V8, 2 1 5.0 3 .50 X 2 .80 2 1 5  S-F-85 Jetf i re 3267 cony c pe 3, 263 2 , 984 1 2,822 
V8, 394 0 4 . 1 3 X 3 .69 280 S-88 Jetstar 88 (wb 123.0) 
V8, 394 .0 4 13 x 3 69 330 S-Super 88, 98 
V8. 394 .0 4 . 1 3 X  3 69 345 S-Starf l re 3339 H o l i d ay h t p  sdn 3, 783 3,069 1 9 ,325 

3347 H o l i d ay htp cpe 3 . 70 1  2 ,992 1 4,663 
3367 cony c pe 3,754 3 , 3 1 8  3,903 

1 963 3369 Celebrity sdn 4d 3, 729 2 ,935 24 ,61 4 

F-85 (wb 1 12.0) Wght Price Prod Dynamic 88 ( 1 23.0) 

30 1 9  sdn 4d 2 ,629 2 , 457 8 ,937 3435 wg n 4 d ,  2S 4 , 286 3 , 468 1 0,747 

3027 c l u b  c pe 2,599 2 ,403 1 1 ,276 3439 H o l i d ay h t p  sdn 4 ,0 1 2  3, 1 39 50,327 

3035 wgn 4d 2 ,8 1 2  2 , 754 3,348 3445 wg n 4d, 3S 4,324 3, 576 6,599 

F-85 Deluxe (wb 1 1 2.0) 
3447 H o l i d ay htp cpe 3,924 3,062 32,369 
3457 Jetst a r  I spt c pe 4 ,01 9 3 ,603 1 6 ,084 

31 1 7  C u t l ass c l u b  cpe 2 ,679 2 ,694 4 1 ,343 3467 c o n y  cpe 3,996 3 ,389 1 0,042 
31 1 9  sdn 4d 2 ,659 2 ,592 29,269 3469 C e l ebr i ty sdn 4d 3,966 3,005 57,590 
3 1 35 wgn 4d 2,833 2 ,889 6,647 Super 88 (wb 1 23.0) 
3 1 47 Jetf i re htp c pe 2 , 774 3,048 5,842 
3 1 67 Cut l ass cony c pe 2 ,858 2 ,971  1 2 , 1 49 3539 H o l i d ay htp sd n 4 , 069 3, 486 1 7, 778 

Dynamic 88 (wb 1 23.0) 
3569 Celebrity sdn 4d 4 , 009 3,256 1 9 ,736 

3235 w g n  4d , 6P 4 ,322 3,459 9 ,6 1 5  
Starfire (wb 123.0) 

3239 H o l i d ay htp sdn 4 ,059 3 , 1 30 62,351 3657 h t p  c pe 4 , 1 67 4 , 1 38 1 3,753 

3245 w g n  4d, 8P 4 , 354 3,566 7 , 1 1 6  3667 cony c pe 4 ,253 4 ,753 2 ,4 1 0  

3247 H o l i day htp c pe 3,839 3 ,052 39,071 98 ( wb 1 26.0) 
3267 cony c pe 4,039 3,379 1 2 ,55 1  
3269 Celebr i ty sdn 4d 3,998 2 ,995 68,61 1 38 1 9  Town Sed an 4d 4 ,234 3,993 1 1 ,380 

3829 L u x u ry sdn 4d 4,337 4 , 342 1 7,346 
Super 88 (wb 123.0) 3839 Sport Sed a n  (htp)  4 ,323 4 ,265 24, 791 
3535 Fiesta w g n  4d 4 , 347 3 , 748 3,878 3847 htp c pe 4 ,205 4 , 1 1 8  6 , 1 39 
3539 H o l i d ay htp sdn 4 , 083 3,473 25,387 3867 cony cpe 4,255 4 , 468 4 ,004 
3547 H o l i d ay h t p  cpe 3,966 3,408 8 ,930 3947 C u stom htp c pe 4 ,271  4 ,391 4 , 594 
3569 Cele brity sd n 4d 4 ,027 3,246 24, 575 1 964 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity 
Starfire (wb 123.0) V6, 225.0 3.75 x 3.40 1 55 S- F-85 
3657 htp cpe 4 , 1 72 4 , 1 29 21 , 1 48 V8, 330 .0 3 .94 x 3 . 38 230 S-Vista Crsr ;  0- F-85, Jetsta r  88 
3667 cony c pe 4 ,293 4 , 742 4 ,401 V8, 330 .0 3.94 x 3 .38 245 S-Jetst a r  88 

98 ( wb 1 26.0) 
V8, 330 .0 3.94 x 3 . 38 290 S-C u t l ass;  0- F-85 , Jetstar 88 
V8, 394 .0 4 . 1 3 X 3 .69 280 S-88 

38 1 9  Tow n  Sedan 4d 4 ,240 3,982 1 1 ,053 V8, 394 .0 4 . 1 3 X 3 .69 330 S-Super 88, 98 ; 0-88 
3829 L u x u ry htp sdn 4 , 362 4 ,332 1 9 , 252 V8, 394 .0 4 . 1 3 X 3.69 345 S-Jetstar I ,  St arfire,  98 C u stom ; 
3839 Sport Sedan (htp)  4,34 7  4 ,2 58 23,330 O-Sueer 88, 98 
3847 H o l i d ay h t p  c pe 4 ,2 1 5  4 , 1 78 4 ,984 
3867 cony cpe 4 ,272 4 ,457 4 , 267 1 965 
3947 C u stom h t p  cpe 4 ,285 4 ,38 1 7 ,422 

F-8S (wb 1 1 5.0; Vista Crsr-120.0) Wght Price Prod 
1963 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

3327 c l u b  c pe ,  V6 2,940 2 , 344 5 ,289 
V8, 2 1 5.0 3 . 50 x 2 .80 1 55 S-F-85 exc C ut l ass/Jetf i re 3335 w g n  4 d ,  V6 3,252 2 ,689 7 1 4  
V 8 ,  2 1 5.0 3 .50 X 2 .80 1 85 S-F-85 C u t l as s ;  0- F-85 3369 sdn 4d , V6 2,99 1  2 , 398 3,089 
V8, 2 1 5.0 3 .50 X 2 . 80 2 1 5 S-F-85 Jet f i re 3427 c l u b  cpe,  V8 3 , 1 46 2 ,4 1 5  7 ,720 
V8, 394.0 4 . 1 3 x 3.69 280 S-88 3435 w g n  4 d ,  V8 3,457 2 , 760 2 ,496 
V8, 394.0 4 . 1 3 x 3.69 330 S-S u per 88, 98 exc C u stom 3455 V i st a  Crsr .  w g n ,  6 P ,  V8 3 ,732 2 ,937 2 , 1 1 0  
V8, 394 .0 4 . 1 3 X 3.69 330 S-St arf ire,  98 C u stom 3465 V i st a  C rsr.  w g n ,  8 P ,  V8 3,809 3,072 3,335 

3469 sd n 4 d ,  V8 3 , 1 74 2 ,469 5,661 

1 964 F-8S Deluxe (wb 1 1 5.0; Cus-1 20.0) 

F-8S (wb 1 1 5.0; Vista Crsr-1 20.0) Wght Price Prod 
3527 Sports C o u p e ,  V6 2,980 2 , 538 6 , 1 41 
3535 w g n  4d, V6 3,262 2 ,797 659 

3027 c l u b  c pe 2 ,980 2 ,343 1 6,298 3569 sd n 4 d ,  V6 3,0 1 6 2 , 505 4,989 
3035 w g n  4d 3,274 2 ,689 4 ,047 3635 w g n  4 d ,  V8 3,459 2 ,868 1 0, 365 
3055 V i st a  C r u i ser w g n  4d , 2 S  3,652 2 ,938 1 ,305 3669 sdn 4d , V8 3,2 1 8  2 ,576 47,767 
3065 V i sta C r u i se r  w g n  4 d ,  3S 3, 729 3,072 2,089 3855 C u s  w g n  4 d ,  6 P ,  V8 3,762 3, 1 46 9,335 
3069 sdn 4d 3,025 2,397 1 2 , 1 06  3865 C u s  w g n  4 d ,  8 P ,  V8 3,864 3 ,270 1 7,205 
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Cutl ass (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

3827 Sport s  Coupe.  V8 3.221 2 .643 26,44 1 33465 wgn 4d . 3S 3.806 3,087 1 ,869 
3837 Ho l iday htp cpe.  V8 3.245 2 ,784 46. 1 38 33855 Custom wgn 4d .  2S 3.765 3 . 1 37 8 ,9 1 0  
3867 cony cpe,  V8 3.338 2 ,983 1 2 .628 33865 Custom wgn 4d,  3S 3.861 3. 278 1 4 . 1 64 

Jetstar 88 (wb 1 23.0) 4-4-2 (wb 1 1 5.0) 

5237 H o l i d ay htp cpe 3,688 2 .995 1 3.9 1 1 33407 cpe 3,454 2 .604 1 ,430' 
5239 Hol iday htp sd n 3 .775 3,072 1 5.922 336 1 7 htp c pe 3,502 2 ,769 3,827* 
5267 cony c pe 3,741 3. 337 2.879 33807 spt c pe 3,506 2 ,786 3,937* 
5269 Celebr i ty sdn 4d 3. 726 2 .938 22.725 338 1 7  Hol i d ay hlp cpe 3,523 2 ,923 1 0 .053* 

Jetstar I ( wb 123.0) 
33867 cony cpe 3.629 3.1 1 8  2 ,750* 

5457 Sports Coupe 3.982 3.602 6.552 
Jetstar 88 ( wb 1 23.0) 

Dynamic 88 ( wb 1 23.0) 
35237 Ho l iday hlp cpe 3.727 2 .983 8,575 
35239 H o l iday htp sdn 3.823 3 ,059 7 ,938 

5637 H o l i d ay hlp cpe 3.873 3,065 24 ,746 35269 Ce lebri ty sdn 4d 3,776 2 ,927 1 3,734 

5639 Hol iday h tp  sdn 3,961 3, 1 43 38 .889 Dynamic 88 ( wb 1 23.0) 
5667 cony cpe 3.946 3,408 8 ,832 
5669 Celebr i ty sdn 4d 3.908 3.008 47,030 35637 Hol iday htp cpe 3,899 3,069 20,768 

Delta 88 (wb 1 23.0) 
35639 H o l i d ay htp sdn 3 ,982 3 , 1 44 30, 784 
35667 cony cpe 3,971 3,404 5,540 

5837 h tp  c pe 3.924 3 ,253 23. 1 94 35669 Celebr i ty sdn 4d 3,930 3 ,0 1 3  38,742 
5839 htp sdn 4 ,01 0 3,330 37,358 Delta 88 (wb 1 23.0) 
5869 Celebr i ty sdn 4d 3.940 3, 1 58 29 ,9 1 5  

Starfire ( wb 1 23.0) 35837 H o l id ay htp c pe 3,944 3,253 20,857 
35839 H o l i d ay h tp  sd n 4,026 3,328 33,326 

6657 htp c pe 4 . 1 52 4 , 1 38 1 3,024 35867 cony cpe 4,01 0 3 ,588 4 .303 
6667 cony c pe 4 ,247 4 ,778 2 .236 35869 Celebr i ty sd n 4d 3,963 3 , 1 60 30, 1 40 

98 ( wb 1 26.0) Starfire ( wb 1 23.0) 

8437 htp c pe 4 . 1 78 4 , 1 97 1 2 , 1 66 35457 htp cpe 4 ,0 1 3  3,564 1 3 ,01 9 
8439 htp sdn 4,286 4 .273 28,480 98 ( wb 1 26.0) 
8467 cony cpe 4,250 4,493 4 ,903 
8469 Town Sedan 4d 4 , 1 86 4 ,001 1 3.266 38437 Ho l iday h tp  c pe 4 , 1 65 4 , 1 58 1 1 ,488 

8669 Luxury sdn 4d 4 ,285 4,351 33,591 38439 Ho l iday h tp  sdn 4 ,266 4 ,233 23,048 

bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
38467 cony cpe 4 ,233 4 ,443 4 ,568 

1 965 Engines 38469 Town Sedan 4d 4 , 1 77 3 ,966 1 0,892 
V6, 225.0 3.75 x 3 .40 1 55 S-F-85 6 38669 Luxury Sed an 4d 4,271 4 ,308 30, 1 23 
V8, 330 .0 3.94 x 3.38 250 1260 S- F-85 V8 exc C u t l ass IJetstar 88 Toronado ( wb 1 19.0) 
V8, 330.0 3.94 x 3.38 31 5 S-Cut l ass 

39487 htp cpe 4,31 1 4 ,61 7 6,333 
V8, 400.0 4 .00 X 3.98 320 O-C u t l ass 
V8, 425.0 4. 1 3 X  3.98 31 0 S-Delta 88 , Dyn am i c  88 : 0-98 39687 Deluxe htp cpe 4,366 4 ,8 1 2  34,630 

V8, 425.0 4 . 1 3 x 3.98 360 S-98 ; O-other f u l l -s ize * P roduct ion  combined ; n u m bers g iven are proport iona l  to product ion  of  

V8 . 425.0 4 . 1 3 x 3.98 370 S-Jetstar I .  St arfi re : 0- ful l-size same models i n  F-85 and C u t l ass l i nes .  Total 4-4-2 prod uct ion : 2 1 ,997.  

1 966 1 966 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity 

F-85 (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 
L6, 250.0 3.88 X 3.53 1 55 S-F-85 6 
V8, 330.0 3.94 x 3.38 250 S- F-85 V8, V i sta  C rsr ; 0-Jetst a r 88 

33307 c pe ,  L6 2,951 2 ,348 6,34 1  V8, 330.0 3.94 X 3.38 260 S-Jetstar 88 
33335 wgn 4d ,  L6 3.246 2 ,695 508 V8, 330.0 3.94 x 3 .38 31 0 O-C u t l ass, F-85, V ist a  Crsr 
33369 sdn 4d ,  L6 3,001 2 ,401 2 ,862 V8, 330.0 3.94 x 3 .38 320 S-Cu t l ass ;  O-Jetstar 8,8 , F-85, 
33407 c pe ,  V8 3, 1 53 2 ,4 1 8  4 ,923* Vst . Crsr 
33435 wgn 4d ,  V8 3,431 2,764 1 ,652 V8, 400.0 4 .00 X 3,98 350 S-442 
33469 sdn 4d ,  V8 3, 1 87 2 ,471  3 ,754 V8, 425,O 4 . 1 3 X 3.98 300 O-Delta 88, Dyn amic 88 

F-85 Del uxe ( wb 1 1 5.0) V8, 425.0 4 . 1 3 X 3.98 31 0 S-Del ta 88, Dynamic  88 
V8, 425.0 4 . 1 3 X 3 .98 365 S-98 ; O-De l ta  88, Dyn amic  88 

335 1 7 H o l iday htp cpe,  L6 2 ,990 2,5 1 3  2,974 V8, 425.0 4 . 1 3 X  3.98 375 S-Starf i re ;  0-98, Delta 88 
33535 wgn 4d ,  L6 3,273 2 ,793 434 V8, 425.0 4 . 1 3 X 3.98 385 S-Toron ado 
33539 H o l id ay h tp  sdn ,  L6 3,077 2 ,629 1 ,002 
33569 sdn 4d,  L6 3,023 2,497 3,568 1 967 
3361 7 H o l iday hlp cpe,  V8 3 , 1 96 2 ,583 1 3, 1 4 1 '  F-85 (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 
33635 wgn 4d ,  V8 3,453 2 ,862 8,058 
33639 H o l i d ay hlp sdn ,  V8 3,272 2 ,699 6,9 1 1 33307 c l u b  cpe,  L6 3,01 4 2 ,4 1 0  5,349 

33669 sdn 4 d ,  V8 3,2 1 0  2,567 27,452 33335 wgn 4d ,  L6 3,295 2 ,749 2 ,749 

Cut l ass ( wb 1 1 5.0) 
33369 Town Sedan 4d , L6 3,031 2 ,457 2,458 
33407 c l u b  cpe,  V8 3, 1 84 2 ,480 6 ,700 

33807 Sports Coupe 3,21 9 2 ,633 1 3,51 8' 33435 wgn 4d ,  V8 3,463 2 ,8 1 8  1 ,625 
3381 7  Ho l iday h tp  c pe 3,243 2 , 770 34, 580' 33469 Town Sedan 4d , V8 3,469 2,527 5 , 1 26 
33839 Supreme hlp sdn 3 ,296 2 ,846 30,871 Cut lass (wb 1 1 5.0) 
33867 cony c pe 3,349 2,965 9 ,4 1 0' 
33869 Celebrity sdn 4d 3,240 2 ,673 9 ,01 7 3351 7 Ho l iday h tp  cpe,  L6 3,033 2 ,574 2 ,564 

Vista Cruiser  ( wb 1 20.0) 
33535 wgn 4d ,  L6 3 ,308 2 ,848 365 
33539 H o l i d ay h tp  sdn ,  L6 3, 1 25 2 ,683 644 

33455 w g n  4d,  2S 3,735 2 ,935 1 ,660 33567 cony cpe,  L6 3 , 1 25 2 ,770 567 
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Oldsmobile 
Wght Price Prod 1 968 

33569 Town Sedan 4d, L6 3,055 2,552 2.2 1 9  F-8S (wb 1 1 6.0; 2d- 1 1 2.0) Wght Price Prod 
336 1 7  Ho l iday h l p  cpe. V8 3 ,216 2,644 29, 799 

331 69 Town Sedan 4d,  L6 3. 1 08 2 ,560 1 ,847 
33635 wgn 4d , V8 3,473 2 ,9 1 7  8 , 1 30 

331 77 c l u b  cpe,  L6 3,062 2 ,5 12  4,052 
33639 Hol iday hlp sdn , V8 3,292 2 ,753 7,344 

33269 Town Sedan 4d , V8 3,304 2 ,665 3,984 
33667 cony cpe, V8 3,306 2 ,839 3,777 

33277 c l u b  cpe,  V8 3,255 2,6 1 8  5,426 
33669 Town Sedan 4d , V8 3,223 2 ,622 29,062 

Cutl ass Supreme (wb 1 1 5.0) 
Cutlass (wb 1 1 6.0; 2d - 1 12 .0) 

3,473 2 ,969 354 
1 3,04 1 - 33535 wgn 4d , 2S, L6 

33807 Sports Coupe 3,238 2,694 
33539 Hol iday hlp sdn ,  L6 3, 1 93 2 ,804 265 

338 1 7  Hol iday hlp cpe 3,262 2,831 41 ,344-
33567 cony cpe, L6 3 , 1 6 1  2 ,949 4 1 0  

33839 Hol iday h lp  sdn 3,346 2 ,900 22,57 1 
33569 Town Sedan 4d , L6 3 , 1 43 2,674 1 ,305 

33867 cony cpe 3,867 3,026 7 ,793-
33577 Sports Coupe, L6 3,064 2,632 1 , 1 8 1  

33869 Town Sedan 4d 3,258 2,726 8,346 
33587 Hol iday h lp  cpe,  L6 3 , 1 08 2 ,696 1 ,492 

4-4-2 (wb 1 1 5.0) 33635 wgn 4d , 2S, V8 3,649 3,075 9,291 

33807 Sport s Coupe 3,540 2 ,788 5 ,21 5- 33639 Hol iday hlp sdn , V8 3,374 2 ,9 1 0  7 ,839 

338 1 7  Ho l iday hlp cpe 3,568 3,01 5 1 6 ,51 4- 33667 cony cpe, V8 3,342 3,055 1 3,667 

33867 cony cpe 4,047 3,2 1 0  3 , 1 04- 33669 Town Sedan 4d,  V8 3,325 2,779 25,994 
33677 Sporl Coupe, V8 3,271 2 ,738 1 4,586 

Vista Cruiser (wb 1 20.0) 33687 Ho l iday htp cpe, V8 3,282 2,801 59,577 

33465 wgn 4d,  3S 3,836 3, 1 36 2 ,748 Cutlass Supreme (wb 1 1 6.0 ; 2d- 1 1 2.0) 
33855 Custom wgn 4d, 2S 3,796 3,228 9 ,5 1 3  

34239 Ho l iday htp sdn 3,421 3,057 1 5,067 
33865 Custom wgn 4d,  3S 3,907 3,369 1 5 ,293 

34269 Town Sedan 4d 3,372 2 ,884 5,524 
Del mont 88 "330" ( wb 123.0) 34287 Ho l iday htp cpe 3,3 1 2  2 ,982 33,51 8  

35239 Ho l iday htp sdn 3,932 3, 1 39 1 0 ,600 4-4-2 (wb 1 1 2.0) 
35269 Town Sedan 4d 3,867 3,008 1 5,076 34467 cony cpe 3,580 3,341 5, 1 42 
35287 Hol iday htp cpe 3,8 1 9  3,063 1 0,786 34477 Sports Coupe 3,502 3,087 4,282 

Delmont 88 "425" (wb 123.0) 34487 Hol iday htp c pe 3,51 2 3, 1 50 24 , 1 83 

35639 Ho l iday htp sdn 4 ,007 3,202 22,980 Vista Cruiser (wb 1 21 .0) 

35667 cony c pe 4,01 0 3 ,462 3,525 34855 Custom wgn 4d , 2S 3,9 1 7  3,367 1 3,375 
35669 Town Sedan 4d 3,968 3,071 28 ,690 34865 Custom wgn 4d , 3S 4 ,027 3,508 22,768 
35687 Ho l iday hlp cpe 3,9 1 4  3, 1 26 1 6,699 

Delmont 88 (wb 1 23.0)-
Delta 88 (wb 123.0) 

35439 Hol iday htp sd n 3,928 3,278 21 ,056 
35839 Hol iday htp sdn 4,053 3,386 21 ,909 35467 cony cpe 3,9 1 6  3,5 1 5  2,8 1 2  
35867 cony cpe 4,039 3,646 2 ,447 35469 Town Sedan 4d 3,873 3 , 1 46 24,365 
35869 Town Sedan 4d 3,986 3,21 8 22,770 35487 Hol iday htp cpe 3,844 3,202 1 8,391 
35887 Hol iday htp cpe 3,956 3,3 1 0  1 4,471 

Delta 88 (wb 123.0)-
Delta 88 Custom ( wb 1 23.0) 

36439 Ho l iday htp sdn 4,038 3,525 30,048 
35439 Hol iday htp sdn 4,081 3,582 1 4 ,306 36469 Town Sedan 4d 3,979 3,357 33,689 
35487 Hol iday htp c pe 3,994 3,522 1 2, 1 92 36487 Ho l iday htp c pe 3,950 3,449 1 8,501 

98 (wb 1 26.0) 36639 Custom Hol iday htp sdn 4,059 3,721 1 0,727 
36687 Custom Ho l iday htp c pe 3,982 3,661 9 ,540 

38439 Hol iday htp sdn 4,323 4 ,276 1 7,533 
98 (wb 126.0) 38457 Hol iday htp cpe 4,221 4 ,2 1 4  1 0,476 

38467 cony c pe 4,271 4,498 3,769 38439 H o l iday htp sdn 4,278 4 ,422 21 , 1 47 
38469 Town Sedan 4d 4 ,242 4 ,009 8 ,900 38457 Hol iday htp cpe 4 , 1 85 4,360 1 5,319 
38669 Luxury Sedan 4d 4 ,309 {351 35,51 1 38467 cony c pe 4,264 4,61 8 3,942 

Toronado (wb 1 19.0) 38469 Town Sedan 4d 4 , 1 97 4 , 1 55 1 0, 584 

39487 htp c pe 4,31 0 4,674 1 ,770 
38669 Luxury Sedan 4d 4 ,273 4 ,497 40,755 

39687 De l u xe htp c pe 4 ,362 4 ,869 20,020 Toronado (wb 1 19.0) 

- Product ion combined ; numbers g iven are proport iona l  to product ion of 39487 htp c pe 4,322 4 ,750 3,957 
same models in Cut l ass Supreme l i ne .  Total 4-4-2 production : 24,833. 39687 Custom htp cpe 4 ,374 4,945 22 ,497 

1967 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai l abi l ity - Factory records also ind icate 54,794 Dynamic 88s, although other 
sou rces do not i n c l ude these models .  

L6, 250.0 3.88 x 3.53 1 55 S-F-85 6, Cut lass 6 1 968 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
V8, 330.0 3.94 x 3.38 250 S-F-85 V8, Cut lass V8, Vst. Crsr, 

De lm 88 man ; O-Delm auto L6, 250.0 3.88 X 3.53 1 55 S-F-85 6, Cut lass 6 
V8, 330 .0 3.94 X 3.38 260 S-Delmont 88 w/auto V8, 350.0 4 .06 x 3.38 250 S-Vista Crsr; O-Cut ls ,  F-85 
V8, 330.0 3.94 X 3.38 3 1 0  O-Supreme, C u t i s ,  F-85, VC V8, 350.0 4 .06 x 3.38 31 0 S-Su preme;  0-F-85, Cut is ,  V ista 
V8, 330.0 3.94 X 3.38 320 S-Sprme; O-De l m ,  VC,  F-85, C ru i ser, De lmont 88 auto 

Cut is  V8, 400.0 4 .00 x 3.98 290 0-442 auto, V ista Cru iser  auto 
V8, 400.0 4 .00 x 3.98 300 O-Sprme c pe & cony V8, 400.0 4.00 x 3.98 325 S-442 auto;  O-Vista C ru i ser  auto 
V8, 400.0 4.00 X 3.98 350 O-Sprme c pe & cony V8, 400 .0 4 .00 X 3 .98 350 S-442 manua l  
V8 , 425.0 4 . 1 3 X  3.98 300 S-a1 1 88 man ; 0-a1 l 88 auto V8, 400.0 4 .00 x 3.98 360 0-442 a l l  
V8, 425.0 4 . 1 3 X 3.98 3 1 0  S-a1 1 88 automat ic  V8, 455.0 4 . 1 3 X 4 .25 31 0 S-De lta 88 & C ustom; O-De l m  
V8, 425.0 4 . 1 3 x 3.98 365 S-98; O-De lta 88, Delmont 425 V8, 455.0 4 . 1 3 X 4.25 320 O-above models w/automat i c  
V8, 425.0 4 . 1 3 X 3.98 375 0-98, Delta 88 , De lmont 425 V8, 455.0 4 . 1 3 X 4.25 365 S-98; O-a l l  88 w/automat i c  
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Oldsmobile 

bore x stroke bhp avai l ab i l ity bore x stock bhp ava i labi l ity 

V8, 455.0 4 . 1 3 x 4 .25 375 S-Toro n ado V8, 455.0 4 . 1 3 X 4 .25 390 O-al l  De lta 88 
V8, 455.0 4 . 1 3 X 4 .25 400 O-To ron ado V8, 455.0 4 . 1 3 x 4 .25 400 O-Toronado 

1 969 1 970 

F-8S ( wb 1 1 6.0 ; 2d -1 1 2.0) Wght Price Prod F-8S ( wb 1 1 6.0; 2d- 1 1 2.0) Wght Price Prod 

331 77 Sports Coupe, L6 3,082 2 ,561  2 ,899 331 77 Sports Coupe,  L6 3, 1 90 2 ,676 2,836 

33277 Sport s  Coupe.  V8 3,281 2 ,672 5 ,54 1  33277 Sports Coupe,  V8 3,401 2 ,787 8 ,274 

Cutl ass ( wb 1 1 6.0; 2d-1 1 2.0) Cut l ass (wb 1 1 6.0 ; 2d-1 1 2.0) 

33535 wgn 4d,  2S,  L6 3,537 3,055 1 80 33535 wgn 4d . 2S, L6 3,630 3 ,234 85 

33539 H o l id ay h tp  sdn , L6 3,2 1 2  2 ,853 236 33539 H o l i d ay htp sd n .  L6 3,326 2 ,968 238 

33567 S cony cpe,  L6 3, 1 88 2 ,998 236 33569 Town Sedan 4d,  L6 3,257 2 ,837 1 , 1 7 1 

33569 Town Sed an 4d , L6 3, 1 55 2 ,722 1 37 33577 S Sports Coupe.  L6 3,201 2 ,796 484 

33577 S Sports Coupe,  L6 3,093 2 ,681 483 33587 S Ho l iday htp cpe ,  L6 3,238 2 ,859 729 

33587 S Ho l iday htp cpe ,  L6 3 , 1 1 8  2 ,745 566 33635 wgn 4d , 2S, V8 3,837 3,344 7 ,686 

33635 wgn 4d , 2S, V8 3,736 3, 1 65 8 ,559 33639 Hol iday htp sdn ,  V8 3,523 3,079 9 ,427 

33639 H o l iday htp sdn ,  V8 3,407 2 ,964 7,046 33669 Town Sed a n ,  V8 3,468 2,948 35,239 

33667 S cony cpe ,  V8 3,386 3, 1 09 1 3 ,498 33677 S Sport s  Coupe,  V8 3,4 1 6  2 ,907 1 0,677 

33669 Town Sed an 4d . V8 3,356 2,833 24,521 33687 S H o l i d ay htp cpe,  V8 3,452 2 ,970 88,578 

33677 S Sports Coupe,  V8 3,293 2 , 792 1 0 .682 Cutl ass Supreme (wb 1 1 6;  2d - 1 1 2.0) 
33687 S H o l i d ay htp cpe,  V8 3,31 6 2,855 66 ,495 

34239 H o l iday htp sdn 3,558 3 ,226 1 0,762 
Cutlass Supreme (wb 1 1 6; 2d- 1 1 2.0) 34257 H o l iday htp c pe 3,471 3 , 1 51 68,309 

34239 H o l i d ay htp sdn 3,421 3 , 1 1 1  8 ,7 1 4  34267 cony c pe 3,5 1 0  3,335 1 1 ,354 

34269 Town Sedan 4d 3,361  2 ,938 4 ,522 4-4-2 (wb 1 1 2.0) 
34287 H o l id ay htp c pe 3,331 3,036 24 , 1 93 

34467 cony cpe 3,740 3,567 2 ,933 
4-4-2 ( wb 1 1 2.0) 34477 Sports Coupe 3,667 3 ,31 2 1 ,688 

34467 cony cpe 3,580 3,395 4 ,295 34487 Ho l iday htp cpe 3,7 1 3  3 ,376 1 4 ,709 

34477 Sports Coupe 3,502 3, 1 4 1 2 ,475 Vista Cruiser ( wb 1 21 .0) 
34487 H o l i d ay htp c pe 3,51 2 3,204 1 9 , 587 

34855 wgn 4d , 2S 4 ,064 3,636 1 0,758 
Vista Cruiser ( wb  12 1 .0) 34865 wgn 4d , 3S 4 , 1 66 3, 778 23,336 

34855 wgn 4d ,  2S 3,952 3,457 1 1 ,879 Delta 88 ( wb 1 24.0) 
34865 wgn 4d,  3S 4,052 3,600 2 1 ,508 

35437 H o l iday htp c pe 3,900 3,590 33,01 7 
Delta 88 ( wb 1 24.0) 35439 Ho l iday htp sdn 3,986 3,666 37,695 

35437 Ho l iday htp c pe 3,8 1 2 3,277 4 1 ,947 35467 cony c pe 3,985 3,903 3,095 

35439 Ho l iday htp sdn 3,901 3,353 42,690 35469 Town Sedan 4d 3,944 3,534 47,067 

35467 cony cpe 3,892 3,590 5,294 36437 Custom Hol i d ay htp c pe 3,999 3,848 1 6 , 1 49 

35469 Town Sed an 4d 3,859 3,222 49,995 36439 C u stom Ho l iday htp sdn 4 ,087 3,924 28,432 

36437 Custom H o l i d ay htp c pe 3,927 3 ,525 22 ,083 36469 C u stom Town Sedan 4d 4,040 3,755 24,727 

36439 C u stom Ho l iday htp sdn 4,009 3,600 36,502 36647 Royale H o l i d ay htp cpe 4 ,002 4 , 1 59 1 3,249 

36469 C u stom Town Sedan 4d 3,962 3,432 31 ,01 2 98 ( wb 1 27.0) 
36647 Royale H o l id ay htp cpe 3,935 3,836 22,564 

38439 Ho l iday htp sdn 4 ,329 4 ,582 1 4 ,098 
98 ( wb 1 27.0) 38457 Ho l iday htp c pe 4 ,257 4 ,656 21 , 1 1 1  

38439 Ho l iday htp sdn 4 ,260 4 ,523 1 7,294 38467 cony cpe 4 ,289 4 ,9 1 4  3 , 1 6 1  

38457 Ho l id ay htp c pe 4 , 1 50 4 ,461 27 ,041 38469 Town Sedan 4d 4 ,263 4 ,451 9 ,092 

38467 cony c pe 4 ,223 4 , 7 1 9  4 ,288 38639 Luxury htp sdn 4 ,400 4 ,888 1 9,377 

38469 Town Sed an 4d 4 , 1 50 4 ,255 1 1 , 1 69 38669 Luxury sdn 4d 4 ,356 4 , 793 29 ,005 

38639 L u x u ry Sed an (htp)  4 ,288 4 ,692 25,973 Toronado ( wb 1 19.0) 
38669 Luxury Sedan 4d 4,245 4 ,598 30,643 

39487 htp c pe 4,331 5,023 2 ,351 
Toronado (wb 1 1 9.0) 39687 C u stom htp c pe 4,386 5,2 1 6  23,082 

39487 htp c pe 4,3 1 6  4 ,835 3,421 
1 970 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai l abi l ity 

39687 C u stom htp c pe 4 , 368 5,030 25,073 

1 969 Engines bore X stroke bhp avai l abi l ity 
L6, 250.0 3.88 x 3. 53 1 55 S- F-85, Cut lass 
V8, 350.0 4 .06 X 3 .38 250 S- F-85/Cut lass V8, Vst C rsr ;  0-

L6, 250.0 3.88 x 3.53 1 55 S- F-85, C u t l ass Supreme 
V8, 350.0 4 .06 X 3.38 250 S-Cut l ass S/sdns/Wgns ,  F-85 , V8, 350.0 4.06 x 3.38 3 1 0  S-Su preme;  O-Vst C rsr ,  F-85, 

De lta 88, Vst C rsr;  O-Supreme Cut l ass 
V8, 350.0 4 .06 X 3.38 31 0 S-Su preme;  O-Cut lass, Vst C rsr,  V8, 350.0 4 .06 x 3.38 325 0- F-85, Cut l ass S auto or 4 spd 

F-85 V8, 455.0 4 . 1 3 x 4.25 3 1 0  S-De lta 8 8  manua l  
V8, 350.0 4.06 x 3.38 325 O-Cut lass S, F-85 V8, 455.0 4 . 1 3 X 4.25 320 O-Cut lass w/automat i c  
V8, 400.0 4.00 X 3.98 325 S-442 auto,  V ist a  Cru i ser  auto V8, 455.0 4 . 1 3 x 4 . 25 365 S-442, 98; O-Supreme ,  88Nst 
V8, 400.0 4 .00 x 3.98 350 S-442 m a n u al Crsr m a n u al 
V8, 400.0 4 .00 x 3.98 360 0-442 V8, 455.0 4 . 1 3 X 4 . 25 370 0-442 w/auto or c l o se-rat io 4 spd 
V8, 455.0 4. 1 3 x 4.25 31 0 S-Dl ta  88 C us/Royale;  O-Delta V8, 455.0 4 . 1 3 X 4.25 375 S-Toron ado 
V8, 455.0 4. 1 3 x 4.25 365 S-98 ; O-a l l  Delta 88 V8, 455.0 4 . 1 3 X 4.25 390 O-Delta 88 
V8, 455.0 4 . 1 3 X 4.25 375 S-Toron ad o  V8, 455.0 4 . 1 3 x 4.25 400 O-Toron ado 
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Packard 
Packard Motor Car Co. Detroit ,  Michigan (to 1 954 ) ;  
Packard-Cl ipper Division ,  Studebaker- Packard Corp . 
South Bend , Ind iana ( 1954-58) 

Pac k ard w as ab le  to su rv i ve t h e  Depress i o n  
through c lever market i n g . Un l i ke Cad i l l ac or  l i n ­

co l n ,  th is  o ld  i n dependent company h ad no g i ant  cor­
porat ion to lean on when l u x u ry car sales dec l i ned .  I n­
stead , it had to move down i nto the broader market wi th  
new mode ls  sel l i ng  fo r l ess than any Packard ever had .  
Accord i n g ly ,  t he  f i rm redes ig ned i t s  prod uct ion fac i l i ­
t ies for expanded vo l u me,  an d i n  1 935 i n t roduced the 
popu lar One Twenty-a stra i g ht e i g ht that loo ked l i ke a 
Pack ard, but sold for less than $1 000. For 1 937, there 
was a s i x-cyl i nder vers i on pr i ced even lower.  From a 
rock-bottom 6000 u n i ts i n  1 934 , product ion  zoomed to 
50 ,000 cars i n  1 935 ; 80,000 i n  1 936 ; and near ly 1 1 0 ,000 
i n  1 937 . Packard now ran ked n i nth  i n  the i n d ustry­
h i g her than ever before-and the d i sma l  years of the 
ear ly '30s were forgotten .  Packard cont i n ued to re ly on 
si xes and smal l e i g hts i nto the 1 940s, but never with the 
su ccess of i ts '37 mode ls .  

The 1 940-41 cars were among the most i nterest i n g  
and beaut i fu l  i n  t h e  company's l o n g  h i story. The 
Packard Six was now des ignated One Ten and so ld  i n  
an attract ive pr ice range .  S ix  body styles were offered 
i nc l u d i n g  f i ve-passenger  coupe and convert i b le coupe.  
The One Twenty ser ies i nc luded f ive de l uxe-tr im  
coupes and  sed ans.  One except ion  to  t h i s  compet i t ive 
pr i ce structure was the custom-bu i l t Darr i n V icto r ia, 
l i sted at $38 1 9 .  An exqu i s i te sport i n g  soft-top wi th  c ut­
down doors and raked w i ndsh ie ld ,  it was the work of 
styl i st Howard " Dutc h "  Darr i n ,  and is one of the few 
One Twentys accorded " C l assi c "  status by the C l ass ic  
Car C l u b  of Amer ica (CC CA) .  The One Ten was the 
smal lest Pack ard in a generat ion ,  and rode a 1 22- i n ch 
wheel base. I ts 1 00-horsepower six d i sp laced 245 .3  
cub ic  i nches. The  One Twenty sat on a 1 27 - i nch  wheel­
base and was powered by a 282-c id  e igh t .  

Packard d ropped i t s  1 2-cy l i nder cars for 1 940, bu t  re­
tai ned an i mpress ive l i ne of Super and Custom E ig hts.  
Wheel bases ranged from 1 27 to 1 48 i nches.  Sty l i n g  re­
ma ined trad i t ional : an upr ight ,  s lope-shou l dered rad i a­
tor and ch i se led hood . The shortest chass is was re­
served for coupes, convert i b les ,  and sed ans.  A tou r i n g  
sed an rode a 1 38- i nch wheel base, and a l o n g  sedan 
and l i mous ine  used the 1 48 .  Custom coachwork was of­
fered for the h i g hest-pr iced models ,  two Darr i n s :  a Cus­
tom E ight V ictor i a (pr iced on ly  about $800 h i gher than 
the One Twenty Darr i n ) ;  and a s leek ,  fou r-door con­
vert i b le sed an pr iced at  $6332, mak i n g  i t  the most 
expensive of al l .  Other spec i al s  were the Ro l l ston al l ­
weather cabr io let ,  $4473 ; and town car ,  $4599 . But  such 
exot i c  models  accounted for  on ly a fract ion of  total out­
put .  Of 98,000 cars, on ly  5662 were Super E ig hts and 
j u st 1 900 were Customs. The rest were One Tens and 
One Twentys. Product ion was lower for 1 94 1 . 

Packard' s  f i rst b ig  departu re from trad i t iona l  sq uare-
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r i g ged styl i n g  came wi th the '41  C l i pper .  Desi g n ed by 
Darr i n  and mod i f ied by Packard 's  own Werner G u b i tz ,  
the C l i pper had f low i ng fenders,  h idden ru n n i n g  
boards, a tapered ta i l ,  and a n ar row vert ica l  g r i l l e .  I t  
came i n  on ly  one body sty le ,  a fou r-door sed an pr iced 
at $1 420-sq uarely between the One Twenty and One 
S ixty. The C l i pper used a 1 27 - i nch  whee l base and 282-
c id  st rai g ht e i g ht .  

The same range  of  One Ten s and One Twentys was 
p l aced at the lower end of the '41  l i ne ,  wh i le the Super 
E igh t  (now cal led One S ixty) and Custom Super (One 
E igh ty) were the posher models .  Ag ai n ,  Pac kard of­
fe red Darr i n ,  Ro l l ston , and LeB aron custom coach­
work .  LeB aron b u i l t lon g-whee l base sed ans and l i mou­
s i nes and the beauti f u l l y  formal  Sport Bro u g h am .  An 
Electromat ic  C l utch , wh i ch el i m i n ated the need to use 
the c l utch pedal  (but d i d  req u i re the d r iver  to s h i ft  
gears) , was offered for on ly  $37 .50 .  Power for Supers 
and Customs came from a s i l ky smooth strai gh t  e ig ht ,  a 
356-c id  u n i t that deve loped 1 60 bhp  at 3800 rpm.  Wi th 
n i ne ma in  bear i n g s  and a crankshaft that we i g hed 1 05 
pou nds,  the 356 was i m pressively q u i et and powerfu l ,  
capable o f  prope l l i n g some o f  the l i g hter models at wel l 
over 1 00 mph .  I t  was used i n  Su pers and C u stoms 
through  1 947,  in the Custom on ly  th rou g h  1 950, and 
was then d ropped . Pac k ard never bu i l t as l arge an en­
g i ne agai n .  The C l i pper was popu l ar, and over 1 6 ,000 
so ld i n  1 94 1 . Accord i n g ly ,  Packard converted a lmost 
ent i re ly  to C l i pper styl i n g  for 1 942.  The on ly  except ions  
were the  One Twenty convert i b le  and  some One E ig hty 
mode ls. 

Du r i ng  the war, Pac k ard bu i l t Ro l l s-Royce Mer l i n  a i r­
craft e n g i nes and other power u n i ts for m i l i tary veh ic les 
and PT boats . I t  was the o n l y  i n dependent  to emerge 
from the war complete ly  free of debt .  B ut then a s i g n i fi ­
cant  dec is ion  was made-one that wou ld  adverse ly af­
fect the company' s  futu re.  I n stead of revert i n g  to l uxu ry 
cars on ly ,  Pac kard cont i n ued to se l l  m i dd le-pr ice 
mode ls  i n  the One Twenty trad i t ion . Wh i le such c ars 
had been necessary before the war, they were not after­
ward and ser ious ly  d am aged Pac kard 's  i m age .  After 
1 945,  Cad i l l ac found  it cou l d  sel l anyth i n g  on whee ls ,  
kept the  cheaper laSa l ie  bur ied ,  and  bu i  I t  h i g h -pr iced 
cars on ly .  Soon ,  it repl aced Pack ard as the n at ion ' s  
premier  l uxu ry make.  

The 1 946 and '47 models were i dent i ca l  in  al l re­
spects except for ser i al n u m bers.  The low-pr iced '46 
C l i pper S i x  sed an and coupe looked exact ly l i ke the 
C l i pper Eight series, w h i ch a lso i n c l u ded a Deluxe 
sed an and c l u b  sed an.  Al l  used a 1 20- i nch  wheel base . 
C l i pper  Su pers  and  C u st o m s-sed ans  a n d  c l u b  
sed ans-rode the 1 27- inch wheel base . The C u stom 
series also offered a seven-passenger sed an and a 
l i mous ine  on the 1 48- i n ch wheel base . Ei g hts were 



1 940 One E i gh ty custom sport sedan by Darr in  

1 94 1  One E ighty Sport  Brou gha m by LeBa ron 

1 942 Custom Super Cl i pper ( 1 80)  club sedan 

equ i pped w ith the  p rewar 282 e n g i n e ,  w h i l e  Su pers 
and C u stoms u sed the 1 65-bhp 356. Overd r ive and 
E lectro m at i c  c l utch were avai l ab le as opt ions .  C u stom s  
were t r i mm ed w i t h  p l u sh bro adc loth a n d  leath er upho l ­
stery, spec i al c arpet i n g ,  and  beaut i fu l  i m i tat ion  wood 
panel i n g .  Dash boards in these years were sym metr ical , 
as they'd been before the w ar .  The speedometer w as lo ­
c ated at the left , m inor  g auges  at the fa r  l eft , c lock  at 
the  r i g ht ,  and the  rad io  and h eater contro l s  i n  the cen­
ter .  Pac kard moved out  over 30 ,000 c ars in  1 946,  and 
over 50,000 in 1 947.  

But the C l i pper des i g n  w as grow i n g  o l d .  Packard re­
p l aced it w i th  an exten s ive ly  face l i fted model  for '48 ,  
based on a prewar show c ar k nown as the  Phan to m .  
T h e  resu l ts were debatab le .  M an agement  d i ctated 
heavy c h u n ks of sheetmetal for a f low-th rou g h-fender  
effect ,  bu t  th is  added about 200 extra pou nds  and made 
the n ew c ar look  fat .  " Preg n an t  e lephant" was the term 
u sed by many to desc r i be it .  The sty l i n g  wasn ' t  he lped 
by a short ,  sq u at g r i l l e-an eggcrate sty le  on  C u stoms 
and a bar-type on  other  mode l s-th at w as far  l ess e le­
g an t  than the ta l l ,  n ar row 1 946-47 g r i l l e .  Yet the 1 948s 
sold we l l ,  and Packard produced some 92 ,000 of  them.  

Packard 

1 946 Cl i pper E i ght fou r-door sedan 

1 946 Custom Super Cl i pper l i mousine . 

1 948 E i ght  Stat ion Sedan (wagon)  

In  1 949 i t  d id even better ,  bu i ld i n g some 1 1 6 ,000 
veh i c l es .  

C h ass i s  ass i g n ments remai ned u n c h anged for 1 948 , 
but  the eng i ne l i neup  w as rev i sed . C u stoms retai ned 
the 356 en g i ne ,  but  Su pers were f i tted w i th  a new 327 
stra i g ht e i g ht w i th  f ive ma in  bear i n g s . Stand ard E i g hts 
rece ived a m u c h  squ arer 288-c i d  e n g i ne .  These power­
p l ants were carr ied i nto 1 949 ; horsepower on  stand ards 
w as ra ised to 1 35 bhp,  Su pers to 1 50 .  

The 1 948 l i ne u p  i n c l u ded some fam i l i ar mode ls :  the 
stand ard and Deluxe E i g ht in sed an and co u pe for m ,  
and the  sedan a n d  cou pe Super a n d  Custom E ig hts .  Bu t  
so me i nterest i n g  add i t ions  were m ade :  t he  novel Sta­
t ion  Sedan  i n  the  stand ard E ig ht ser ies ,  pr i ced at 
$3425,  and a pa i r  of convert i b les , one wi th  the 1 27- i nch  
wheel base.  The Stat ion  Sed an was m ade '  a l most en­
t i re l y  of  steel ; i ts  wooden body work  was struct u ral  o n l y  
a t  t h e  t a i  I g ate . T h e  C u stom E igh t  convert i b l e  was the 
most l u x u r ious stand ard-w heel base Amer i c an car and,  
at  $4295 ,  the most expens ive .  A 1 4 1 - i n c h  Su per E i g ht 
whee l base for two seven-passenger  sed ans and two 
l i mous i nes w as a lso added , and a few long  C u stom 
c h ass i s  were c reated for commerc ia l  u se .  Packard b u i  I t  
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1 949 Cu stom E i ght convertible 

Scale model proposal for 1 95 1  

1 951  Patr ic ian 400 fou r-door sedan 

si xes on ly  for tax i  and export markets i n  1 948.  
A l l  Packard offer ings  were cont i nued u nchanged 

through M ay 1 949 , when a new ser ies appeared . These 
were on ly  s l i g ht ly facel i fted , mai n ly w i th  a belt l i ne 
spear. A new Su per De l uxe ser ies,  us i n g  the Custom 's  
eggcrate g r i l l e ,  was added to  the  l i neup. The l ate '49s 
cont i n ued u nchanged for 1 950. 

The big news was U l tramat ic-the on ly  automat i c  
transm i ss ion deve loped by a n  i ndependent wi thout  
he lp  from a transmiss ion man ufacturer .  Th is  sh i ft l ess 
dr ive com bi ned a torque converter wi th  m u lt i p le-d i sc 
and d i rect-d r ive c l utches and forward/reverse bands .  
The c ar started from rest us ing  the torq ue converter, 
then sh i fted i nto d i rect mechan ica l  d r ive at about 1 5  
m i les an hour .  Compared to Hydra-M at i c ,  i t  was much 
smoother, but  prov i ded on ly  le isu re ly  accelerat ion . Fre­
quent use of the low range for faster starts caused pre­
mature transm i ss ion wear. 

Packard f i na l l y  man aged a total  resty l i n g  for 1 951 , 
ut i l i z i n g  des i g ner John Rei nhart ' s  prai seworthy shape 
on 1 22- and 1 27 - i nch whee l bases. But the f i rm per-
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1 952 300 four-door sedan 

Pan Amer ican show car by Henney, 1 952 

1 953 Cari bbean convert ib le 

s isted wi th i ts l ess expen sive mode ls .  I ts 200 ser ies 
even i n c l u ded a bus i ness coupe (the cheapest ' 5 1  
C ad i l l ac was $500 more expen sive ) ,  p l u s  two- and  fou r­
door sed an s i n  bas ic  and Deluxe t r i m .  The 200 real l y  
w asn 't  a Pac kard i n  the t rad i t i onal sense of the  word , 
and when the se l ler 's  m arket su bsi ded i t  wasn 't able to 
compete with estab l i shed m idd le-pr i ced r iva l s .  Produc­
t ion  was 71 ,000 cars in  1 95 1 , and less than 47 ,000 the 
fo l low i n g  year . 

The " real " Pack ard i n  1 95 1 -52 was the 250 , 300, and 
400 l i ne-al l we l l -bu i l t ,  comfortab le, h i g h -speed road 
cars.  The 250, on the shorter 1 22- i nch  whee l base, i n ­
c l u ded t h e  M ayfai r hardtop a n d  250 convert ib le ,  
l u x u r ious ly  t r immed , co lorfu l ,  sporty cars that so ld  
fai r l y  wel l .  The 300 and 400 were sed ans,  i n c l u d i n g  the 
Pat r i c ian ,  Pac kard ' s  h i g hest-pr iced car in  these years.  
The 356-c id  strai g ht e i g ht was cons idered too expen­
s ive to bu i ld in l i gh t  of potent i a l sales,  so the top eng i n e  
for '5 1  was a 327 e i ght ,  a lso w i t h  n i ne bear i n g s  and a l ­
most the same output .  

The '52 l i ne was bas ica l l y  u n chan g ed , thou g h  the 200 



1 953 Cl i pper Deluxe fou r-door sedan 

Bal boa show car from 1 953 

1 954 converti b le  ( se ries 543 1 ) 

bus i ness cou pe was d ropped . Sty l i n g  c han ges were 
m i n o r :  the most obv ious  was a d i fferent  w i n g  posi t ion 
on the pe l i can hood ornament .  Co lorfu l i nter io rs i n  
h i g h -q u al ity fabr ic  and leather  were done u p  by fash ion  
des i g ner  Dorothy Draper.  Power brakes were offered 
for the f i rst t ime .  

I n  M ay 1 952 ,  Packard ' s  ag i n g  p resident ,  Hugh  Ferry, 
an n o u n ced the arr ival  of h i s  successor,  J ames J .  
Nance,  and i t  was hoped that t h i s  m arket-w i se promoter 
cou l d  i n v i gorate the f i rm .  By the t ime  N an ce arr ived , the 
p l ant was work i n g  at  o n ly 50 percent of capac i ty .  I n ­
c red i b ly ,  several  l ong-t i me exec ut ives felt t h i s  was 
g ood enou g h .  But  N ance cou ld  see Pack ard was 
doomed at that l eve l .  A g g ressive ly ,  he  sou g ht U . S .  m i l i ­
tary bus i ness and l a i d  o u t  a v i gorous  new auto po l i cy .  
N ance decreed the cheap 200 wou ld  henceforth be 
ca l led  C l i pper and wou l d  eventua l ly  become a separate 
m ake .  He a lso sa id Pac k ard wou l d  go back to b u i l d i n g  
noth i n g  b u t  l u x u ry cars,  retu r n i n g  t o  the long­
wheel base for m al sed an s and l i mous i nes i t  h ad 
neg l ected . 

Packard 

1 955's R eq uest show car 
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1 955 Cl i pper Custom Constel l at ion hardtop coupe 

1 956 Patr ic ian  fou r-door sedan 

There was no t i me for a complete l i ne-w ide  c h an g e  
for ' 53 ,  b u t  N an ce d i d  see to t h e  i n c l us ion o f  e i g ht-pas­
sen ger  sed ans and l i mous i nes .  He even contracted 
w i th the Derham Body Com pany to b u i ld a few formal 
Patr i c i an s  wi th  leather-covered tops and t i ny rear w i n­
dows,  pr iced at $6531 apiece.  The g l amorou s Car i b­
bean convert i b l e  was i n trod u ced , w i th h andsome styl ­
i ng  and a 1 80-bhp eng i ne .  L i m i ted to  750 cop i es ,  i t  was 
we l l  received and outso l d  C ad i l l ac ' s  com parable E l do­
rado .  A co lorfu l  C l i pper Sportster cou pe was added at 
the bottom of the l i ne.  

N ance had hoped for a l l -n ew 1 954 models ,  but  t i me 
d i d n 't perm i t  th i s .  I n stead , a look-al i ke i n ter i m  ser ies 
was offered-outward ly  d i st i n g u i sh ab le  from the '53s 
by horn- r i m med head l am ps and bac k u p  l i gh ts b u i l t  i n to 
the tai l l i g ht assem bl ies .  The st rai g ht-ei gh t  Patr i c i an en­
g i ne was e n l arged to 359 c i d .  Pac k ard h ad been among  
the  f i rst to  i n troduce a i r  con d i t i on i n g  i n  1 940,  and  i t  was 
bac k i n  '54 for the f i rst t i me s i n ce the war.  But  Pac kard 
had a ter r i b le  year ,  prod u c i n g  o n l y  about 30 ,000 cars.  A 
revo l u t ion ary new model  was on  the way, but was de-
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l ayed ,  partly because of the h u bbub over the so-ca l led 
Studebaker-Pack ard merger .  Actua l l y ,  Pack ard bou g ht 
Studebaker .  What Nance d i d n ' t  know when he s ig ned 
the papers was that Studebaker h ad h uge prod uct iv i ty 
problems i n  i ts h i g h-overhead South Bend p lant ,  and 
that i ts break-even po int  was somewhere over 250 ,000 
cars . Contrary to many accou nts , Packard was st i l l  
healthy at th is  t ime ,  but Studebaker was s i n k i n g  and 
wou l d  drag Packard down wi th  i t .  

As  the  '55s neared product ion , another smou lder i ng  
problem bu rst i nto f lame. Packard had g iven away its 
body bus i ness to Br iggs  in 1 940 . B r iggs  had so ld  out to 
C h rys ler  i n  1 954 . Chrysler to ld  Nance it wou ld  not con­
t i nue  Br iggs '  contract,  and Pack ard h ad to sett le  for a 
cramped body p lant on Con ner Aven ue i n  Detro i t .  

Predictor show car by Ghia ,  1 956 

Mock-up for '57 C l ipper inspired by Predictor 

-,..�� 

Pred ictor-based steel prototype for 1 957 sen ior  series 
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Never b ig  enoug h ,  the p lant  cau sed b ig  prod uct ion l i ne 
t ie-ups and qual i ty control prob lems.  Thou g h  Packard 
bu i l t over 55 ,000 cars i n  prosperous 1 955 , the com­
pan y wou ld  h ave done better to cons i g n  body bu i ld i n g  
to i ts o l d  but adequ ate mai n  p l ant  o n  Detro i t ' s  East 
G rand Bou levard . 

Desp i te a l l these woes, the 1 955 Packard was a 
tech nolog ical wonder .  Lead i n g its l i st of featu res was 
Tors ion-Leve l su spen s ion ,  an i n ter l i n ked tors ion-bar 
setup operat i n g  on a l l  fou r  whee ls .  A com p l i cated e lec­
t r ical system al lowed the suspens ion to correct for load 
wei g ht ,  and the i nter l i n k i n g of a l l  fou r  whee ls  prov ided 
tru ly  extraord i n ary r ide and h and l i n g .  And there was 
more:  the o ld-fash ioned st ra i g ht e i g hts were su per­
seded by powerfu l new V8s. These oversq u are, very 

... 
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1 957 C l ipper fou r-door Country Sedan ( wagon)  

f 

1 957 Cl ipper fou r-door Town Sedan 

1 958 Hawk hardtop coupe 



powerfu l eng i nes d i sp l aced 320 c i d  on C l i pper Deluxe 
and Super ,  and 352 c id on C l i pper C u stoms  and Pack­
ards .  U l t ram at ic  was a lso i m p roved to deal  better wi th 
the e n g i nes '  h i g her  torq ue outputs .  Wi th  the V8,  U l t ra­
m at i c ,  and Tors ion- level  su spen s ion ,  Packard had a 
f i n e  c h ass i s .  Car i bbean s ,  w i th  fou r-barrel  352s be l t i n g  
o u t  275 b h p ,  were i m pressive ly  fast a n d  road ab le  cars­
real Pac k ards i n  every sen se of the word . Sty l i n g  a lso 
was i m press ive .  A c l ever face l i ft of the o ld  1 95 1  body 
prod uced " c athedra l " ta i l l i g hts ,  peaked front  fenders, 
and an ornate g r i l l e .  The C l i pper was g iven i ts own spe­
c i a l g r i l l e  and 1 954-sty le ta i l l i gh ts .  

Some prob lems at the Conner  p l ant  were f i n a l l y  
l i cked , but  n o t  i n  t i me t o  save t h e  1 956 mode ls .  Stude­
bake r ' s  desperate stru g g  Ie  was scar i n g  customers 
away . A l so ,  m any  peop le  refused to buy a '56 because 
of the notor i o u s  q u al i ty and serv ice  prob lems of the 
'55s .  I ron ica l l y ,  the ' 56s were better b u i l t .  U l t ramat ic 
was g iven new e lectro n i c  push butto n contro l ,  and 
horsepower i n c reased .  The C l i pper,  as a separate 
m ake ,  was g iven the 352 ; the Pack ard e n g i n e  was 
bored out  to 374 c i d .  There w as a h ardtop as wel l as a 
convert i b l e  Car i b bean . Both had u n i q u e  revers i b l e  seat 
c u sh i o n s-fabr ic  on  one  s ide ,  l eather  on the other .  I n  
m i d -year,  a n  Exec ut ive appeared on t h e  1 22- i nch  
wheel base i n  sed an and h ardtop form ,  b r idg i n g  the g ap 
between Packard an d C l i pper .  Execut ives wore the 
C l i pper ' s  po in ted tai l l i g hts and Pac k ard g r i l l es .  B ut 
none  of th i s  prod uct shuff l i n g  hel ped , and on ly  about 
1 0 ,000 Pack ards were b u i l t fo r model  year 1 956 . 

No f i n an c i a l backer w as fou n d  for an al l -new 1 957 
l i ne ,  and i n  Aug u st 1 956, N ance res i g n ed .  Stu debaker­
Pack ard w as p ic ked up by C u rt i ss-Wr i g ht Corporat ion 
as a da l l i ance and/or  a tax wr ite-off, and C-W's Roy Hu r ley 

Packard Spec ifications 

1 940 

1 800 One Ten ( wb 1 22 .0) - 62,300 built Wght Price Prod 

1 382 sdn 4d 3,200 996 
1 383 wgn 4d ,  8P 3,380 1 ,200 
1 384 sdn 2d 3, 1 90 964 
1 385 c l u b  cpe 3, 1 65 940 
1 388 bus c pe 3,1 20 867 
1 389 cony cpe 3,200 1 , 1 04 

1 801 One Twenty ( wb 1 27.0) - 28,1 38 built 

700 conv vic by Darrin 3,826 3,8 1 9  
1 392 sdn 4d 3,520 1 , 1 66 
1 393 wgn 4d , 8P 3,590 1 ,404 
1 394 sdn 2d 3,5 1 0  1 , 1 35 
1 395 c l u b  cpe 3,450 1 , 1 1 1  
1 396 c l u b  sdn 3,520 1 .239 

Packard 

began d i rect i n g  the f i rm 's  fortu nes.  late i n  1 955, S-P de­
c i ded to leave Detroit and to bu i ld Studebaker-based 
Pac k ard cars i n  South Bend .  

The 1 957 Packard C l i pper (or  " Pack ardbaker, " as 
detractors ca l l ed i t )  was,  despi te it al l ,  a very good 
Studebaker ,  thou g h  h ard ly  in the i m age  of the cars be­
fore i t .  A sedan and a stat ion  wagon were offered . A su­
perc h arged Studebaker 289 V8 p rov ided 275 bhp ,  the 
same as some prev ious  Pack ard V8s .  Sty l i n g  evoked 
Pack ard themes,  and p r ices were h i g her  than on com­
parable Studebakers .  I t  was a c h arade ,  of cou rse, and 
the p u b l i c  recog n i zed i t :  o n l y  about  5000 ' 57 C l i ppers 
were b u i l t .  

A b i g - Pack ard rev iva l  was st i l l  theoret ica l ly  poss i b l e  
a s  t h e  ' 58s were p l an ned , s o  t h e  f i rm ag a i n t r ied a ho ld­
ing  act io n .  Th is  t ime ,  fou r Studebaker-based cars  were 
m arketed at pr i ces up to $3995.  On the shorter wheel­
base came a two-door hardtop and wagon ;  a sed an and 
the Packard H aw k  u sed the longer  wheel base . The l at­
ter, perhaps the most famous of th i s  gen erat io n ,  was a 
more l u xu r i o u s  vers i on  of the Studebaker Go lden  
H aw k . Featu red were an  a l l - l eather  i n ter io r  and b izarre 
styl i n g .  I n  defen se of sty l i st D u n c an M c R ae ,  the Pack­
ard H aw k  w as real ly  b u i l t on ly  bec ause of  Roy H u r ley ,  
w h o  dem anded t h e  lon g ,  bolt-on f i berg l ass nose and 
g audy ,  gold my lar tai l f i ns .  M c R ae ,  however, takes cred­
i t  for the car 's  outs ide armrests .  M c R ae was also forced 
to create the other th ree ' 58 Packard s-g ari sh , f i n n ed 
affai rs w i th  h ast i l y  contr ived fou r-head l i g h t  systems de­
s i g n ed to keep up w i th  the compet i t ion . On ly  the H aw k  
reta i ned t h e  su perch arged en g i n e .  After '58,  Pac kard 
van i shed from the automot ive scene ,  a l th o u g h  the  
n ame w as cont i n ued in  the corporat i o n ' s  t i t l e  u n t i l  
1 962 . 

Wght Price Prod 

1 397 cony sdn 3,7 1 0  1 ,573 
1 398 bus c pe 3.340 1 .038 
1 399 cony c pe 3,540 1 .277 
D E 1 392 De l u xe sdn 4d 3,495 1 .246 
D E 1 395 De l u xe c l u b  cpe 3,400 1 , 1 6 1  
D E 1 396 Deluxe c l u b  sdn 3,480 1 ,31 4 
D E 1 399 Deluxe cony c pe 3,470 1 .3 1 8  

1 803 Super Eight One Sixty (wb 1 27.0) - 5,662 built 
( inc l udes all One S ixtys) 

1 372 sdn 4d 3.855 1 ,655 
1 375 c l u b  c pe 3,760 1 .6 1 4  
1 376 c l u b  sdn 3,855 1 ,740 
1 377 conv sdn 4.000 2 ,075 
1 378 bus  cpe 3.735 1 ,524 
1 379 cony cpe 3,825 1 ,797 

3 1 7  



Packard 

1804 Super Eight One Sixty (wb 1 38.0) 

1 362 sdn 4d 

1805 Super Eight One Sixty (wb 148.0) 

Wght Price 

4 , 1 65 1 ,9 1 9  

1 370 l i mo 7P 4,500 2 , 1 79 
1 371  sdn 4d,  7P 4 ,425 2,051 

1806 Custom Super Eight One Eighty (wb 127.0) - 1 ,900 built 
( inc ludes al l  One Eightys) 

700 conv V I C  by Darri n 
1 356 c lub  sdn 

4 , 1 2 1  
3,900 

1807 Custom Super Eight One Eighty (wb 1 38.0) 

4,593 
2,243 

694 ANJ cabriolet by Rol lston 4,050 4 ,473 
7 1 0  conv sdn by Darr in 4 ,050 6,332 

1 332 form sdn 4,2 1 0  2.855 
1 342 sdn 4d 4 ,2 10  2 ,422 

1808 Custom Super Eight One Eighty (wb 148.0) 

695 ANJ town car by Rol lston 4 , 1 75 
1 350 l i mo 7P 4 ,585 
1 351 sdn 4d,  7P 4 ,51 0 

1940 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 245.3 3.50 X 4 .25 1 00 S-One Ten 
L8, 282 .0 3.25 x 4.25 1 20 S-One Twenty 

4,599 
2 ,683 
2 ,554 

Prod 

L8 , 356.0 3.50 x 4 .63 1 60 S-Super/Custom Super E ights 

1941 
1900 One Ten (wb 1 22 .0) - 34,700 built Wght Price 

1 482 sdn 4d 3,260 1 ,076 
1 483 wgn 4d,  8P 3,460 1 ,251 
1 484 sdn 2d 3,250 1 ,0 1 0  
1 485 c lub  cpe 3,230 1 ,020 
1 488 bus cpe 3, 1 90 927 
1 489 conv cpe 3,260 1 , 1 95 
1 463D E De lu xe wgn 4d,  8P 3,470 1 ,236 
1 482DE De luxe sdn 4d 3,280 1 , 1 36 
1 484D E  De lu xe sdn 2d 3,270 1 ,070 
1 485DE De l u xe club cpe 3,250 1 ,058 
1 489D E  De l uxe conv cpe 3,280 1 ,229 

1901 One Twenty (wb 127.0) - 17,000 built 

1 473 De l u xe wgn 4d , 8P 3,730 1 ,541 
1 492 sdn 4d 3,535 1 ,291 
1 493 wgn 4d , 8P 3,720 1 ,466 
1 494 sdn 2d 3,525 1 ,260 
1 495 c lub  cpe 3,470 1 ,235 
1 497 conv sdn 3,725 1 ,753 
1 498 bus cpe 3,360 1 , 1 42 
1 499 conv cpe 3,570 1 ,407 

1951 Cl ipper (wb 1 27.0) 

1 401  sdn 4d 3,725 1 ,420 

1903 Super Eight One Sixty (wb 1 27.0) - 3,525 built 
( inc l udes a l l  One Sixtys) 

1 472 sdn 4d 
1 475 c l u b  cpe 
1 477 conv sdn 
1 478 bus c pe 
1 479 conv cpe 
1 477DE De l u xe conv sdn 
1 479DE Deluxe conv c pe 

1904 Super Eight One Sixty ( wb 1 38.0) 

1 462 sdn 4d 

1905 Super Eight One Sixty (wb 1 48.0) 

1 470 l imo 7P 
1 471  sdn 4d 7P 

3 1 8  

3,995 1 ,795 
3,900 1 ,754 
4 , 1 40 2,225 
3,875 1 ,639 
3,965 1 ,937 
4, 1 60 2,450 
3,985 2, 1 1 2 

4 ,305 2,054 

4,570 2 ,334 
4,495 2 ,206 

Prod 

1 6,600 

1906 Custom Super Eight One Eighty 
(wb 127.0) - 930 built ( inc a l l  One Eightys) Wght 

1 429 conv V I C  by Damn 4,040 

1 907 Custom Super Eight One Eighty (wb 1 38.0) 

794 ANJ cabriolet by Rol lston 4 ,075 
1 422 spt sdn by Darri n 4,490 
1 432 form sdn 4,350 
1 442 sdn 4d 4,350 
1 452 Sport Brougham by LeBaron 4 ,450 

1908 Custom Super Eight One Eighty (wb 148.0) 

795 ANJ town car by Ro l i ston 4,200 
1 420 l imo 7P by LeBaron 4 ,850 
1 421  sdn  4d ,  7P by  LeBaron 4 ,740 
1 450 l imo 7P 4,650 
1 451  sdn 4d ,  7P 4,590 

1 941 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

S-One Ten 
S-One Twenty 
S-C l ipper 

Price 

4,595 

4 ,695 
4 .795 
3,090 
2 ,632 
3,545 

4 ,820 
5,595 
5,345 
2,9 1 3 
2,769 

L6, 245 .3 
L8, 282 .0 
L8, 282 .0 
L8, 356.0 

3.50 X 4 .25 
3.25 x 4 .25 
3.25 x 4 .25 
3.50 x 4 .63 

1 00 
1 20 
1 25 
1 60 S-One S ixty ,  One E ig hty 

1 942 
2000 Cl ipper 1 1 0  Special  (wb 1 20.0) -
1 1 ,325 built ( includes a l l  1 10s) Wght Price 

1 582 sdn 4d 3,435 1 ,232 
1 585 c l u b  sdn 3,4 1 5  1 , 1 99 
1 588 bus c pe 3,365 1 , 1 66 

201 0 Clipper 1 1 0  Custom (wb 1 20.0) 

1 502 sdn 4d 3 ,460 1 ,299 
1 505 c l u b  sdn 3,440 1 ,266 

2020 Cl ipper 1 1 0  ( wb 1 22.0) 

1 589 conv cpe 3,3 1 5  1 ,375 

Prod 

Prod 

2001 Cl ipper 1 20 Special (wb 1 20.0) - 19,199 built ( incl udes a l l  1 20s) 

1 592 sdn 4d 3,560 1 ,275 
1 595 c l u b  sdn 3,540 1 ,24 1 
1 598 bus c pe 3,490 1 ,208 

201 1 Cl ipper 1 20 Custom ( wb 1 20.0) 

1 5 1 2  
1 51 5  

sdn 4d 
c l u b  sdn 

2021 Cl ipper 1 20 (wb 1 27.0) 

3,585 
3,565 

1 ,341 
1 ,308 

1 599 conv c pe 3,585 1 ,469 

2003 Cl ipper One Sixty (wb 1 27.0) - 2,580 built 
( inc ludes all One Sixtys) 

1 572 sdn 4d 4 ,005 1 ,688 
1 575 c l u b sdn 3,985 1 ,630 

2023 Cl ipper One Sixty (wb 127.0) 

1 579 conv c pe 

2004 Cl ipper One Sixty (wb 1 38.0) 

1 562 sdn 4d 

2005 Cl ipper One Sixty (wb 148.0) 

1 570 l imo 7P 
1 57 1  sdn 4d, 7P 

2055 Cl ipper One Sixty (wb 1 48.0) 

3,905 

4 ,090 

4 ,445 
4 ,325 

1 590 bus l imo 7P 4 ,435 
1 591  bus sdn  4d,  7P 4,31 5 

2006 Cl ipper One Eighty (wb 1 27.0) - 672 built 
( inc ludes all One Eightys) 

1 522 sdn 4d 4,030 

1 ,786 

1 ,893 

2 , 1 56 
2,034 

2 ,01 0 
1 ,888 

2, 1 96 



Packard 

Wght Price Prod 1 947 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai l abi l ity 

1 525 c l u b  sdn 4 ,01 0 2 ,099 - l6, 245.3 3 .50 x 4 .25 1 05 S-C l i pper Six 
1 529 cony v ic  by Darr in 3,920 4 , 5 1 9  - l8, 282 .0 3 .25 x 4 .25 1 25 S-C l ipper E ight/Deluxe E i g h t  

2007 Cl ipper One Eighty ( wb 1 38.0) l8, 356 .0 3.50 X 4 .63 1 65 S-Su per/Cu stom Super C l i pper 

894 ANJ c abrio let by Ro l lston 4 .075 4 ,792 -

1 532 form sdn 4.390 3,01 1 1 948 
1 542 sdn 4d 4 ,280 2,440 -

2201 Eight (wb 1 20.0) - 1 2,782" bui lt  Prod Wght Price 
2008 Cl ipper One Eighty ( wb 1 48.0) 

2292 sdn 4d 3,81 5 2 ,275 -

895 ANJ town c ar by Rol lston 4,200 4 ,889 - 2293 Stat ion Sedan wgn 4d 4 ,075 3,425 -
1 520 l i mo 7P by LeBaron 4 ,850 5 ,690 - 2295 c l u b  sdn 3,755 2 .250 -

1 52 1  sdn 4 d ,  7P b y  LeBaron 4 ,740 5,446 -

1 550 l i mo 7P 4.540 2 ,645 - 221 1  De luxe Eight ( wb 120.0) - 47,807 built 

1 55 1  s d n  4d , 7P 4 ,525 2 .523 - 2262 sdn 4d 3,840 2 ,543 -

1942 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 2265 c l u b  sdn 3,770 2 ,5 1 7 -

l6, 245.3 3.50 X 4.25 1 05 S-C l i pper 1 1 0 2202 Super Eight ( wb 1 20.0) - 1 2,921 built 

l8, 282.0 3.25 x 4.25 1 25 S-C l i pper 1 20 2272 sdn 4d 3,855 2 ,827 -

l8, 356.0 3.50 X 4 .63 1 65 S-C l i pper One Sixty.  One E i g hty 2275 c l u b  sdn 3,790 2,802 -

2222 Super Eight (wb 141 .0) - 1 ,766 built 

1 946 2270 Deluxe l imo 7P 4,61 0 4 ,000 -

2100 Cl ipper Six ( wb 1 20.0) - 1 5,892 built Wght Price Prod 2271 Deluxe sdn 4d , 7P 4 ,590 3,850 -
2276 l imo 7P 4 ,525 3,650 -

1 682 sdn 4d 3,495 1 ,730 - 2277 sdn 4d, 7P 4 ,460 3,500 -
1 685 c lub sdn 3,450 1 ,680 -

2232 Super Eight ( wb 1 20.0) 
2101  Cl ipper Eight (wb 1 20.0) 

2279 cony c pe 4 ,025 3,250 7 ,763 
1 692 sdn 4d 3,630 1 ,802 1 ,500 

2206 Custom Eight (wb 1 27.0) - 5,936 built 
21 1 1  Cl ipper Del uxe Eight ( wb 1 20.0) - 5,714 built 

2252 sdn 4d 4 , 1 75 3,750 -
1 6 1 2  sdn 4d 3,670 1 ,869 - 2255 c l u b  sdn 4 , 1 1 0 3,700 -

1 6 1 5  c l u b  sdn 3,625 1 ,8 1 7  -

2226 Custom Eight ( wb 1 48.0) - 230 built 
2 103 Super C l ipper ( wb 1 27.0) - 4,924 built 

2250 l imo 7P 4 ,880 4 ,868 -
1 672 sdn 4d 3,995 2 ,290 - 2251 sdn 4d , 7P 4 ,860 4 , 704 -

1 675 c l u b  sdn 3,950 2,241 -
231 3  Custom Eight (wb 1 48.0) 

2106 Custom Super Cl ipper (wb 1 27.0) - 2,763 built ( inc ludes 1 48 wb) 
- c h assis - - 1 ,941 

1 622 sdn 4d 4 ,060 3,047 -

2233 Custom Eight ( wb 1 27.0) 1 625 c l u b  sdn 4 ,000 2 ,9 1 3  -

2126 Custom Super Cl ipper ( wb 1 48.0) 2259 cony cpe 4 ,380 4,295 1 , 1 05 

1 650 l i mo 7P 4 ,900 4 ,496 
1 948 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

-

1 651  sdn 4d . 7P 4 ,870 4 ,332 - l8, 288 .0 3.50 X 3 .75 1 30 S-E igh t ,  Deluxe E i g h t  

1 946 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai l ab i l ity l8, 327 .0 3 .50 X 4.25 1 45 S-Su per E ight  
l8, 356.0 3.50 X 4 .63 1 60 S-C u stom E ight  

l6, 245.3 3.50 X 4.25 1 05 S-Cl ipper Si x 
l8, 282.0 3.25 x 4.25 1 25 S-C l ipper E ig ht/Del u xe E ight  
l8, 356.0 3 .50 x 4.63 1 65 S-Su per/C ustom Super C l i pper 

1 949 Fi rst Se ries 

1 947 
2201 Eight (wb 1 20.0) - 1 3,553* built Wght Price Prod 

2100 Cl ipper Six (wb 1 20.0) - 1 4,949 built Price Prod 
2292-9 sdn 4d 3,8 1 5 2,275 -

Wght 2293-9 Stat ion Sed an wgn 4d 4,075 3,425 -
2 1 82 sdn 4d 3,520 1 ,937 - 2295-9 c l u b  sdn 3,755 2 ,250 -
2 1 85 c l u b  sdn 3,475 1 ,9 1 2 -

221 1 Deluxe Eight ( wb 1 20.0) - 27,422 built 
21 1 1  Cl ipper Deluxe Eight ( wb 1 20.0) - 23,855 built 2262-9 sdn 4d 3,840 2 ,543 -

2 1 1 2  sdn 4d 3,695 2, 1 49 - 2265-9 c l u b  sdn 3,770 2 ,5 1 7  -
2 1 1 5  c l u b  sdn 3,650 2 , 1 24 -

2202 Super Eight ( wb 1 20.0) - 5,879 built 
2 103 Super Cl ipper ( wb 1 27.0) - 4,802 built 2272-9 sdn 4d 3,855 2,827 -

2 1 72 sdn 4d 4,025 2,772 - 2275-9 c l u b  sdn 3,790 2 ,802 -

2 1 75 c l u b  sdn 3,980 2,747 -
2222 Super Eight ( wb 141 .0) - 867 built 

2 1 06 Custom Super Cl ipper (wb 1 27.0)  - 7,480 built ( inc l udes 148 wb) 
2270-9 Deluxe l i mo 7P 4 ,6 1 0  4 ,000 -

2 1 22 sdn 4d 4,090 3,449 - 2271 -9 Deluxe sdn 4d , 7P 4,590 3,850 -

2 1 25 c l u b  sdn 3,384 2 , 1 25 - 2276-9 l imo 7P 4 ,525 3,650 -

2126 Custom Super Clipper (wb 1 48.0) 
2277-9 sdn 4d, 7P 4 ,460 3,500 -

2 1 50 l imo 7P 4,920 4,668 - 2232 Super Eight (wb 1 20.0) 

2 1 51 sdn 4d , 7P 4 ,890 4,504 - 2279-9 cony c pe 4,025 3,250 1 ,237 
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2206 Custom Eight (wb 1 27.0) - 2,990 built Wght Price Prod 

2252-9 sdn 4d 4 , 1 75 3,750 
2255-9 c lub  sdn 4 . 1 1 0  3,700 

2226 Custom Eight ( wb 148.0) - 50 built 

2250-9 l imo 7P 4,880 4 ,868 
225 1 -9 sdn 4d , 7P 4,860 4 ,704 

221 3  Custom Eight (wb 148.0) 

chassis 220 

2233 Custom Eight (wb 1 27.0) 

2259-9 conv cpe 4,380 4,295 21 3 

1949 Second Series 
2301 Eight (wb 1 20.0) - 53,1 68· built Wght Price Prod 

2362 De luxe sdn 4d 3,840 2 ,383 
2365 Deluxe c lub  sdn 3,770 2 ,358 
2392 sdn 4d 3,81 5 2,249 
2393 Stat ion Sedan wgn 4d 4,075 3,449 
2395 c lub  sdn 3,740 2 ,224 

2302 Super Eight ( wb 127.0) - 8,759 built 

2372 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,925 2 ,9 1 9  
2375 Deluxe c lub  sdn 3,855 2,894 
2382 sdn 4d 3,870 2 ,633 
2385 c l u b  sdn 3,800 2 ,608 

2322 Super Eight ( wb 141 .0) - 4 built 

2370 De luxe l imo 7P 4,620 4 , 1 00 
2371 Deluxe sdn 4d,  7P 4,600 3,950 

2332 Super Eight (wb 127.0) 

2332 Deluxe conv cpe 4,260 3,350 685 

2306 Custom Eight (wb 127.0) 

2352 sdn 4d 4 ,3 1 0  3,750 973 

231 3 Custom Eight (wb 148.0) 

chassis 1 60 

2333 Custom Eight (wb 127.0) 

2359 conv cpe 4,530 4,295 68 

1 949 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

l8, 288.0 3.50 X 3.75 1 35 S-E ight ,  Deluxe E ight  
l8, 327.0 3.50 X 4 .25 1 50 S-Super/Super Deluxe Eight  
l8, 356.0 3.50 x 4 .63 1 60 S-Custom E ight  

1950 
2301 Eight (wb 120.0) - 36,471 ·  built Wght Price Prod 

2362-5 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,840 2 ,383 
2365-5 Deluxe c l u b  sdn 3,770 2,358 
2392-5 sdn 4d 3,81 5 2 ,249 
2393-5 Stat ion Sed an wgn 4d 4,075 3,449 
2395-5 c l u b  sdn 3,740 2,224 

2302 Super Eight (wb 127.0) - 4,528 built 

2372-5 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,925 2,91 9 
2375-5 c lub  sdn 3,855 2 ,894 
2382-5 sdn 4d 3,870 2 ,633 
2385-5 c lub  sdn 3,800 2,608 

2332 Super Eight (wb 1 27.0) 

2379-5 conv cpe 4 , 1 1 0  3,350 600 

2306 Custom Eight ( wb 1 27.0) 

2352-5 sdn 4d 4,31 0 3,975 707 

231 3 Custom Eight ( wb 1 48.0) 

chassis 244 

320 

2333 Custom Eight ( wb 1 27.0) Wght Price Prod 

2359-5 conv c pe 4,530 4,520 77 

1950 Engines bore X stroke bhp avai l abi l ity 

l8, 288.0 3.50 X 3.75 1 35 S-Eight ,  Deluxe E ight  
l8, 327.0 3.50 X 4 .25 1 50 S-Super/Super Deluxe E ight  
l8, 356.0 3.50 x 4 .63 1 60 S-Custom E ight  

• Although Pac k ard d id  not  break down model year product ion by  body 
style ,  some calendar year f igures ex ist for the Stat ion Sedan.  These are :  
1 26 i n  1 947, 3,266 i n  1 948, and 472 i n  1 949, for a total o f  3,864. A n  esti-
mated 75 percent were 1 948 models.  

1 951 
2401 200 (wb 122.0) 

2462 Deluxe sdn 4d 
2465 Deluxe c l u b  sdn 
2492 sdn 4d 
2495 c lub  sdn 
2498 bus cpe 

2401 250 ( wb 122.0) - 4,640 built 

2467 Mayfa i r  htp c pe 
2469 conv c pe 

2402 300 ( wb  127.0) 

2472 sdn 4d 

2413 300 ( wb 127.0) 

chassis 

2406 Patrician 400 ( wb 1 27.0) 

2452 sdn 4d 

1951 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

l8, 288.0 3.50 X 3.75 1 35 
l8, 327.0 3.50 X 4.25 1 50 
l8, 327 .0 3.50 x 4 .25 1 55 

1 952 
2501 200 (wb 122.0)-46,720 built 

2562 Delu xe sdn 4d 
2565 Deluxe c l u b  sdn 
2592 sdn 4d 
2595 c l u b  sdn 

2531 250 (wb 1 22.0)-5,201 built 

2577 M ayfai r  htp c pe 
2579 conv cpe 

2502 300 (wb 1 27.0) 

2572 sdn 4d 

2513 300 ( 1 27.0) 

c h assis 

2506 Patrician 400 (wb 1 27.0) 

2552 sdn 4d 

1952 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

l8, 288.0 3.50 X 3 .75 1 35 
l8 , 327.0 3.50 x 4 .25 1 50 
l8, 327.0 3.50 X 4 .25 1 55 

1 953 
2601 C lipper (wb 1 22 .0)  

2692 sdn 4d 
2695 c l u b  sdn 

Wght 

3,66(, 
3,605 
3,665 
3,600 
3,550 

3,820 
4 ,040 

3,875 

4, 1 1 5  

avail abil ity 

Price Prod 

2'61�
47 052 

2,563 
' 

2 ,469 
2,4 1 6  24,31 0 
2,302 

3,234 
3,391 

3,034 1 5,309 

401 

3,662 9,001 

S-E ight ,  Deluxe E ight  
S-250/300 man u al 
S-Patr i c i an 400, 250/300 auto 

Wght Price Prod 

3,685 2 ,695 
3,660 2,64 1 
3,680 2,548 
3,640 2,494 

3,805 3,31 8 
4,000 3,476 

3,380 3 , 1 1 6  6,705 

320 

4 , 1 00 3,797 3,975 

avai labi l ity 

S-E ight ,  Deluxe E ight  
S-250/300 m anua l  
S-Patric ian  400, 250/300 auto 

Wght Price Prod 

3,730 2 ,598 23,1 26 
3,700 2 ,544 6,370 



Packard 

Wght Price Prod 5426 (wb 149.0) Wght Price Prod 

2697 Sportster c pe 3,720 2 ,805 3,672 5450 Corporat ion l i mo 8P 4 ,720 5,960 35 
- c h assis - - 1 5451 Execut ive sd n 4d , 8P 4 ,650 5,61 0 65 

261 1 Cl ipper Deluxe (wb 1 22.0) 1 954 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

2662 sdn 4d 3,760 2 ,745 26,027 l8, 288.0 3 .50 x 3.75 1 50 S-54OO 
2665 c l u b  sdn 3,720 2 ,691 4 ,678 l8, 327 .0 3.50 X 4.25 1 65 S-5401 , 541 1 

2633 Cl ipper commercia l  (wb 1 22.0) l8, 327.0 3.50 X 4.25 1 85 S-5402 
l8, 359.0 3.56 x 4 .50 21 2 S-5406, 5426, 5431 (9 ma ins )  

- c h assis (Henney bod ies) - - 380 

2631 (wb 1 22 .0) 1 955 
2677 M ayfa i r  htp cpe 3,905 3,278 5, 1 50 5540 Cl ipper (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 
2678 C ari bbean conv cpe 4,265 5,2 1 0  750 
2679 c o nv c pe 4 , 1 25 3,486 1 ,5 1 8  5522 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,680 2,586 8,039 

2602 Caval ier (wb 1 27.0) 
5542 Su per sdn 4d 3,670 2,686 7,979 
5547 Su per Panama htp cpe 3,700 2,776 7,01 6 

2672 sdn 4d 3,975 3,244 1 0, 799 5560 Cl ipper Custom (wb 1 22.0) 
261 3 Packard commercial  (wb 1 27 .0) 5562 sdn 4d 3,885 2,926 8 ,708 

- c h assis (Henney bod ies)  - - 1 66 5567 Conste l i at ion htp cpe 3 ,865 3,076 6 ,672 

2606 Patric ian (wb 1 27 .0) 5580 (wb 1 27.0) 

2652 sdn 4d 4 , 1 90 3,740 7 ,456 5582 P at ric i an sdn 4d 4,275 3,890 9 , 1 27 
2653 form sdn by Derham 4,335 6 ,531  25" 5587 Fou r  H u n d red htp c pe 4 ,250 3,930 7,206 

2626 (wb 1 49.0) 
5588 C ari bbean conv cpe 4,755 5,932 500" 

2650 Corporat ion  l i m o  8P 4 ,720 7 , 1 00 50 
" A  very few 1 955 C ari bbean h ardtops have been d iscovered . 

2651 Executive sdn 4d, 8P 4 ,650 6,900 1 00 1 955 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

2602-2606-2631 V8, 320.0 3.81 x 3.50 225 S-Cl ipper Deluxe/Super 

c h assis 9 
V8, 352.0 4 .00 x 3.50 245 S-C l i pper C u stom 

- - -
V8, 352 .0 4 .00 X 3 .50 260 S-Pack ard exc Cari bbean 

· Co n structed from f in ished Patr ic ians . V8, 352.0 4 .00 X 3.50 275 S-Ca ribbean 

1953 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 
1 956 

l8 , 288 .0 3.50 X 3.75 1 50 S-2601 
l8, 327.0 3.50 X 4 .25 1 60 S-261 1 5670 Executive (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 

l8, 327.0 3.50 x 4.25 1 80 S-2602, 2631 (5 m a i n  beari n g )  5672 sdn 4d 4 , 1 85 3,465 1 ,784 
l8, 327.0 3.50 X 4.25 1 80 S-2606, 2626 (9 m a i n  beari n g )  5677 htp c pe 4 , 1 85 3,560 1 ,031 

1 954 
5680 (wb 1 27.0) 

5682 Patri c i an sdn 4d 4 ,045 4 , 1 60 3,775 
5400 C l ipper Specia l  (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 5687 Fo u r  H un d red htp c pe 4 ,080 4 , 1 90 3,224 

5482 sdn 4d 3,650 2 ,594 970 5688 Caribbean (wb 1 27.0) 
5485 c l u b  sdn 3,585 2 ,544 9 1 2  5697 htp cpe 4,590 5,495 263 
5401 Cl ipper Deluxe (wb 1 22.0) 5699 c o nv cpe 4,960 5,995 276 

5492 sdn 4d 3,660 2,695 7,61 0 1 956 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 
5495 c l u b  sdn 3,950 2,645 1 ,470 V8, 352 .0 4 .00 x 3 .50 275 S-Execu t ive 
5497 Sport ster  c pe 3,595 2,830 1 ,336 V8, 374.0 4 . 1 3 x  3.50 290 S-Patr ic ian ,  Fou r  H u nd red 
541 1 Cl ipper Super (wb 1 22.0) V8, 374.0 4 . 1 3 X 3.50 31 0 S-Cari bbean 

5462 sdn 4d 3,695 2 ,8 1 5  6,270 
1 957 Cl ipper 5465 c l u b  sdn 3,61 0 2 ,765 887 

5467 Panama htp cpe 3,765 3 , 1 25 3,6 1 8  57l ( wb 1 20.5; wgn-1 1 6.5) Wght Price Prod 

5433 Cl ipper commerc ia l  (wb 1 22 .0) Y8 Town Sedan 4d 3,570 3,21 2 3,940 
- c h assis (Henney bod ies) - - 1 20 P8 Cou ntry Sedan wgn 4d 3,650 3,384 869 

5402 Cava l ier (wb 1 27.0) 1 957 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

5472 sdn 4d 3,955 3 ,344 2 ,580 V8, 289.0 3.56 X 3 .63 275 S-a l l  

541 3  Packard commercia l  (wb 1 27.0) 1 958 
- c h assis (Henney bodies)  - - 205 sal ( wb 1 20.5 ;  wgn/htp-1 1 6.5) Wght . Price Prod 
5431 (wb 1 22.0) J8 sdn 4d 3 ,505 3,21 2 1 ,200 
5477 Pacif ic htp cpe 4,065 3,827 1 , 1 89 J 8  h t p  c pe 3,480 3,262 675 
5478 C aribbe an conv c pe 4,660 6, 1 00 400 K9 H aw k  htp cpe 3,470 3,995 588 
5479 convert i ble cpe 4,290 3,935 863 P8 w g n  4d 3,555 3,384 1 59 
- c h assis - - 1 1 958 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 
5406 Patrician (wb 1 27.0) 

V8, 289 .0 3.56 X 3.6 3  275 S-Hawk 
5452 sdn 40 4 , 1 90 3,890 2,760 V8, 289 .0 3.56 x 3.63 2 1 0  SoOth e rs 
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Plymouth Plymouth D iv ision of Chrysler Corp.  
Detroi t ,  M ichigan 

Wal ter P.  Ch rys ler  bu i l t  h is  fi rst P lymouth in  1 928, 
hop i n g  to g ive fr iend Hen ry Ford some strong 

com pet i t ion  i n  the low-price f ie ld .  P lymouth never out-
so l d  Ford,  but there were years when i t  came very 
c lose, often l i m i ted on ly  by p l ant capac i ty .  One of these 
was 1 931  when Plymouth i n trod uced its new PA model  
w i th Float i n g  Powe r-ru bber eng i n e  mounts .  Walter 
Chrysler took one of the f i rst PAs off the l i ne and drove 
it to Dearborn , spen t an hour  wi th  Henry and Edsel 
Ford, then left them with the keys and took a tax i  home.  
R u mor h as i t  that p lans fo r an updated Model A were set 
as ide after the Fords took the i r  r ide .  P lymouth moved 
i n to t h i rd p l ace i n  product ion that year, and usua l ly  

1940 De luxe fou r-door sedan 

I: 1""- . 

1941 Deluxe c lub coupe 

1942 Specia l  De luxe convert i ble  coupe 

322 

stayed there th rou g h  the m i d - 1 950s.  The form u l a  was 
con servative-a sturdy l-head s ix  and a convent ional 
suspens i on-but i t  was prec i se ly r i gh t .  Sou n d ,  bu i l t 
w i th  q u a l i ty ,  we l l  eng i neered , and re l i ab le as a Sw i ss 
watch ,  P lymouth was backed by a so l i d  dealer network 
and the Mopar parts org an i zat ion . 

The 1 940 mode ls  offered an i m proved body w i th  
" speed l i ne" fe n ders .  Sea l e d - beam h 8ad I amps ap­
peared for the f i rst t i me that year, and pr ices were as 
low as $645 ,  j u st a few dol l ars h i g h er than that of an 
eq u ivalent Ford V8/60 . The l i ne com pr ised two ser ies :  
Road k i n g  and Deluxe,  both on a 1 1 7- i nch wheel base . 
S i x  mode ls  were offered i n  the Road k i n g  ser ies .  The 
Deluxe  l i n e c o m p r i sed two- and f i ve-passe n g e r  
cou pes, sed ans,  a convert i b le ,  and a wood-bod ied 
e i g h t-passenger  stat ion  wag o n .  I n  add i t i on ,  there was a 
spec i a l 1 37- i nch-wheel base chass is for the Deluxe 
seven -passen ger sedan and l i mous i ne .  lon g -chass is 
cars were a Ch rys ler spec i a l ty in  th ose years, even on 
i ts low-pr ice makes, but the P lymo uth vers ions d i d  not 
sel l wel l .  

The fou r-mai n -bear i n g  1 940 s i x  developed 84 horse­
power at 3600 rpm . In no w ay d i d  it r ival  the perfor­
m ance of the Ford V8, but i t  d i d  provide re l i ab le cru is ing  
at  over 65 mph and was we l l  know n fo r i ts  economy. 
(The or i g i n al desi g n  d ated back  to 1 933 . )  For 1 94 1 , 
horsepower was boosted to 87 bhp at 3800 rpm . I t  was 
bored out  the year after that for 95 bhp at 3400 rpm . Wi th  
the same d i sp lacement,  output  was rai sed to  97 bhp at 
3600 rpm for 1 949 . 

P lymouth g ave its cars a face l i ft for ' 4 1 . Model  year 
prod uct ion  i ncreased to 546,000, thanks m ai n l y  to 
heavy output i n  the c losi ng  months of 1 940.  Actua l  ca l­
endar year f i g u res reflected the turn  toward defense 
prod uct ion a year l ater, ru n n i n g  some 50,000 u n i ts 
beh i nd Ford . The '41 s were good- loo k i n g  wi th  a s imp le ,  
a l most heart-sh aped hor izontal  g r i l l e ,  "speed l i ne" 
fenders, and modest br i g ht-metal s ide em bel l i sh ments.  
M odel  l i nes i ncreased to th ree : standard , De l u xe ,  and 
Spec i a l Deluxe, the l atter tak i n g  over from the 1 940 
Deluxe .  The longer  whee l base carr ied a seven-pas­
senger sed an , but the s low-se l l i n g  l i mous ine was 
d ropped after j u st 24 ear ly- 1 94 1  examp les were bu i l t .  
Other  rar i t i es among the '41 s i nc l ude the Deluxe c l u b  
cou pe, t h e  standard c l u b  cou pe, u t i l i ty sedan , and sta­
t ion  wagon .  New for a l l  mode ls  was a Ch rys ler  f i rst, the 
Safety R im wheel , des ig ned to prevent t i re loss du r i ng  a 
b lowout .  The battery w as moved u nder the hood for the 
f i rst t i me,  and P lymouth offered Powermat ic  s h i ft ,  a 
vac u u m  transm i ss ion assi st .  

T h e  1 942 l i ne was rev i sed w i t h  door sheetmetal ex­
tended to cover the ru n n i n g boards and a more m assive 
hor izontal  g r i  l i e .  P lymouth retai ned i ts 1 1 7  - i  nch stan­
d ard wheel base but d ropped the 1 37 .  O n l y  two l i nes 



were f ie l ded ,  Deluxe and Spec i a l Deluxe ,  and both 
u sed the more powerfu l en g i ne .  There were five Deluxe 
mode ls :  th ree- and si x-passenger  cou pes, two- and 
fou r-door sedans ,  and a two-door ut i l i ty sed an . There 
were seven Spec i al Deluxe offe r i n g s :  two cou pes, two 
sed ans ,  a convert i b le ,  a town sed an , and a stat ion  
w agon . The  town sed an was a new C h rys ler  sty le  o f  the 
era,  m arked by a c l osed or  " formal " rear roofl i ne .  

At  the t i m e  Wor ld  War  I I  ha l ted auto prod uct ion , P ly­
mouth ' s  1 942 output  was s l i gh t l y  more than 1 52,000 
u n i ts .  As a res u l t , many mode ls  are very scarce tod ay . 
O n l y  80 ut i l i ty sedans were bu i l t ,  fo r examp le ,  a long 
w i th  j u st 1 1 36 w agons  and 2806 convert i b les .  

P lymouth m an ufactu red m u n i t ions  and m i l i tary en­
g i nes d u r i n g  the w ar ,  wh i l e  sty l i sts  l i ke A .  B .  G r i s i n ger ,  
Joh n C h i k a, and Herb Wei ss i nger  worked on  postwar 
car ideas whenever they cou l d .  The i r des i g n s  took the 
form of most C h rysler prototypes in  th i s  peri od : 
rou n ded sh apes w i th  smooth fenders ,  th i n  door p i l l ars,  
and wraparou nd g r i l l es b lended i n to the bodys ides .  
When p rod uct ion resumed i n  l ate 1 945 ,  P lymouth 
f ie lded i ts p rewar sty les ,  and cont i n ued to do so u nt i l 
m idway in to  the 1 949 model  year. The al l -new postwar 
model s that arr ived i n  M arch were m u ch squ arer and 
more u pr i g ht than the wart ime prototypes h ad sug­
gested . Product i on took a w h i l e  to  b u i l d  u p  after V-J 
Day .  P lymouth b u i l t o n l y  770 cars before Decem ber 3 1 , 
1 945 .  Vo l u me q u ick l y  rose, however ,  exceed i n g  a 
q u arter- m i l l i on u n i ts for 1 946 and su rpass i n g  ha l f  a m i l ­
l ion  i n  1 949 . 

The 1 946 face l i ft cons isted of a new g r i l l e w i th  alter­
n at i n g  t h i c k  and th i n  hori zontal bars,  rectan g u l ar park­
i n g  l i g hts located u nder the head l amps ,  w ide front  fen­
der m o l d i n gs ,  a new hood orn ament ,  and reworked rear 
fen ders .  Deluxe and Spec i a l Deluxe ser ies retu rned , 
but  body cho ices were fewer t h an i n  '42 .  For 1 947 ,  
Deluxe pr i ces stayed where they'd been , but  Spec i al 
Delu xes ran as much  as $250 h i g her than the year 
before. The form u l a  was repeated for 1 948,  and ag a i n 
pr ices rose, th i s  t i me by as m uc h  as $300 . There were 
n o  sty l i n g  changes at al l ,  so the cars are i dent i f iab le  as 
to year o n l y  by ser i a l n u m bers .  The '48s were con t i n u ed 
as 1 949 mode ls  start i n g  i n  Decem ber 1 948,  wh i le P lym ­
outh read i ed i ts a l l -new des i g n  for spr i n g  i n trod uc­
t ion . In  the meant ime ,  there were a few en g i neer i n g  
c h an ges from prewar P lymouths ,  i n c l u d i n g  a switch i n  
t i re and wheel  s i ze arou n d  J an u ary from 6 .00 x 1 6s to 
6 . 70  x 1 5- i  n c h  ti res .  O t h e r  c h as s i s  m o d i f i c at i o n s  
res u l ted i n  a we i g h t  red uctio n  o f  about 5 0  pou nds .  

By  the t i me the " real " '49s  arr ived , sty l i n g  w i zards 
l i ke G r i s i n ger  and Wei ssi n g er had departed for Ka iser­
Frazer, and a new des i g n  p h i l osophy h ad been estab­
l i sh ed ,  i nf l u en ced by C h rys ler  Corporat ion  c h a i rm an 
K .  T .  Kel ler .  Kel ler ,  who took over as pres ident  after  
Walter C h rys ler  d i ed in  1 940,  d i d n ' t  l i ke low,  torpedo­
l i ke sh apes.  I n stead , he  preferred w h at sty l i sts ca l l ed 
"th ree- box styl i n g-one box on  top of two others. " H i s  
reaso n i n g  w as t h at pract i cal i ty sho u l d  take pr ior i ty over 
beauty, sayi n g :  " Cars shou l d  accommod ate peop le  

Plymouth 

1946 De luxe c lub coupe 

1947 Specia l  De luxe fou r-door station wagon 

1947 Special  De luxe four-door sedan 

Warti me proposal for postwar Plymouth 

rather  than the ideas of far-out  desig ners . "  What he  
d i d n ' t  real i ze was that after  the war ,  peop le. were willing 
to put  u p  w i th cramped headroom and low g round  
c learance fo r  the  l ong ,  low look .  I n  t i me,  Ke l ler 's  att i ­
t u d e  wou ld h u rt P l ymouth . 

Bu t  i n  1 949 the sel ler 's  market was at i ts peak,  and i t  
d i d n ' t m atter much  what the c ars l ooked l i ke .  Nonethe­
less,  the new desi g n  was a very eff ic ient  package,  com­
fortab le  and roomy wi th good v i s i b i l i ty .  I ts c h ass is  was 
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Plymouth 

1949 De luxe Subu rban two-door station wagon 

1 950 Deluxe c lub coupe 

1 950 XX-500 show car by Gh ia  

1 951  Cranbrook fou r-door sedan 

s l i g ht ly longer than before. P lymouth a lso offered a 
shorter 1 1 1 - i nch  wheel base for a two-door sed an , 
th ree-passenger coupe ,  and the new a l l -stee l Subu rban 
wagon .  

Plymouth l i ked to take cred i t  for th i s  fi rst " modern " 
stat ion wag o n ,  thou g h  Ol dsmob i l e  and Pont iac h ad al l ­
steel wagons at t he  same t i me.  St i l l ,  the Subu rban cost 
on ly  $ 1 840, wel l u nder the G M  makes, and therefore 
so ld  wel l .  Near ly  20,000 were reg istered , conv i n c i n g  
buyers that wagons d i d n ' t have t o  be made o f  wood . 
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Other Ch rys ler m akes and the rest of the i n d u stry fo l ­
lowed Plymouth 's  lead ,  and the "woody" soon van­
i shed from the scene.  

The longer-whee lbase mode ls i nc l uded the De luxe 
fou r-door sed an and cou pe, pr iced in the $1 500s ;  and 
the Spec i a l Deluxe sed an , coupe,  convert i b le ,  and 
wood-t r immed wagon , pr iced from about $1 600 to 
$2400 . The boxy body on a l l models carr ied a heavy 
g r i l le exten d i n g  u nder the head l amps ,  b lock l etters 
spel l i n g  " P lymouth " on the hood , an d an en l arged two­
pane wi ndsh i e ld .  Qu arter wi ndows were e l i m i n ated for 
sedans ,  and both front and rear fenden cont i n ued as 
bolt-on u n i ts .  Tai l l i g hts were mou nted h i g h  atop the 
rear fenders .  A chrome n amep late an d enameled crest 
were p laced above the l i cense p late on the dec k l i d .  

P lymouth ' s  evol ut ion i n  t h e  ' 50s c lose ly fo l l owed that 
of r iva l  Chevrolet .  I t  started the decade w ith econom i ­
ca l ,  no-nonsense transportat ion ,  t hen  f ie l ded one of the 
i ndust ry ' s  hot i tems in 1 955.  By the '60s ,  the d iv i s ion 
had an expanded l i ne of i ncreasi n g ly l u xur ious  and ex­
pensive mode ls .  P lymouths had no real  sty le  in 1 950, 
but were among the best- look i n g  cars in Amer ica  after 
1 956. 

The des i g n  and eng i neer i n g  revo l ut ions  of the ' 50s 
were prom pted by Plymout h ' s  dec l i n i n g  fortunes i n  
1 950-54 . From 1 931  u p  to that t i me,  the d i v i s ion h ad 
never been chal lenged as the n u m ber-th ree producer 
beh i n d  Chevro let and Ford ,  but  P lymouth bu i l t fewer 
and fewer cars in the early ' 50s, d ropp ing  to f i fth p lace 
in sales for ca lendar year 1 954. 

The 1 950-54 models were wel l -en g i neered, so l i d  and 
re l i ab le-but not very fast and a l i tt le d u l l .  A l l  of them 
were powered by the same en g i ne ,  C h rys ler 's  sm al lest 
l-head s ix ,  wh ich  prod uced 97 bhp  at 3800 rpm through  
1 952 . Output  was ra ised to  1 00 bhp for ' 53  (probably by 
the stroke of an ad wr i ter 's  pen ) ,  and to 1 1 0 bhp the fo l ­
l ow i n g  seaso n .  Th i s  powerp l ant  was capable of 20-23 
m i les per g al l o n ,  and perh aps 80 mph if pressed h ard 
enou g h .  ( I n terest i n g ly ,  the long- l i ved l-head l asted 
through  1 959, after wh ich  it was rep l aced by the mod­
ern overhead-valve s l ant s i x ,  but not before i t  had been 
boosted up to 1 32 bhp . )  

I n  1 950, there were two l i nes-Deluxe and Spec i al 
Deluxe.  The Spec i al outso ld  i ts stab lemate by about  
seven to f ive .  Two i m portant i n n ovat ions for the low­
pr iced f ield were automat ic  e lectr i c  choke and the com­
b i n at ion  i g n i t ion/starter sw i tc h .  

P lymouth had bu i l t  about  500,000 un its i n  1 949 and 
some 600 ,000 in 1 950. For 1 95 1 , i t  bu i l t 6 1 1 ,000 of a 
s l i g ht ly  modi f ied desi g n  that was a l i tt le  l ess b l u nt at the 
front end .  New model  n ames hel ped m ake the l i ne seem 
fresh . There were Concord two-door sed ans,  coupes, 
and wagons ;  Cambr idge fou r-door sed ans and coupes ; 
and Cran brook sedans ,  cou pes, h ardtops, and convert­
i b les .  The hardtop, chr istened Be lvedere, was Plym­
outh ' s  f i rst true p i l l ar less sty le ,  and arr ived a year be­
h i n d  Chevro let ' s .  I t  was d i st i n g u i shed from other 
models by a two-tone paint scheme. 

L ike other Ch rysler  Corporat ion cars, P lymouth re-



1952 C ranbrook Bel vedere hardtop coupe 

1953 Cambri dge two-door sedan 

1953 C ra nbrook c l u b  coupe 

G h ia's " Explorer" show car of 1 954 

m a i ned essent i al l y  u n c h anged for 1 952 .  The easi est 
w ay to te l l  the ' 52s from the '5 1  s is by loo k i n g  at the 
rear .  The '52s h ave the P lymouth n ame i n teg rated wi th 
the t ru n k  hand le  assemb ly ;  the '5 1  s spel l i t  ou t  in  a sep­
arate p iece of scr i pt .  One i m portant i m provement on al l 
1 95 1 -52 mode ls  w as the Or i f low shock absorber-a 
C h rys ler  hydrau l i c  type desi g ned to i m prove r ide and 
hand l i n g .  A bout  200,000 fewer cars ro l l ed out of the 
factory than the year before, but  the rest of  the i n d u st ry 

Plymouth 

1 954 Bel vedere fou r-door sedan 

1954 Bel vedere hardtop coupe 

-' . .,........'� .-� 

� �.?·\..,l � 
1 955 Bel vedere V8 fou r-door sedan 

1 955 Belvedere V8 Sport Coupe hardtop 

a lso cu t  back prod uct ion because of the Korean War 
and P lymouth remai ned n u m ber th ree . 

F low-th rou g h  fender l i nes and a one-p i ece w i nd­
sh ie ld  arr ived w i th  the redesi g ned 1 953 model s .  A 1 1 4-
i nch  whee l base repl aced the two c h ass is  prev ious ly  
u sed . The Concord was d ropped and the Cambr idge 
expanded to  i nc l ude bus i ness cou pes and wagons .  A 
m i d -year i n trodu ct ion  was Hy-Dr ive ,  a com b i n at ion  
m an u al t rans m i ss ion  and  torq ue converter that made 
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Plymouth 

second-to-th i rd sh i fts u n necessary-but the dr iver st i l l  
h ad to use the c lu tch for f i rst-gear getaways. Hy-Dr ive 
was a fo l l ow-u p to overd r ive,  i n trod uced the year 
before . The ' 54s wou ld  offer two-speed PowerFl i te 
automat ic ,  wh ich  was to prove very popu l ar .  

P lymouth , and Chrysler i n  general , su ffered i n  1 954 
as a resu l t  of u n i nspi red sty l i n g .  Fewer than 500,000 
P lymouths were bu i l t ,  desp i te a rearranged model 
l i neup .  P laza,  Savoy, and Be lvedere covered the pr ice 
spread between $1 600 and $2300 . 

These ser ies wou ld  be offered ag a in  i n  1 955,  but wi th 
a dramat ic  d i fference : V i rg i l  Exner 's a l l -new styl i n g . 
Sudden ly ,  P lymouth looked exc i t i n g ,  and w i th  a brand­
new polyspher i cal-head V8 i t  h ad performance to 
m atc h .  

The 260-c id " Hy- Fi re" V8 was a n  excel lent en g i ne i n  
the sm a l l -d i sp lacement generat ion that beg an wi th  Stu­
debaker 's  232 in  1 951 . Wi th  a bore and st roke of 
3.56 x 3.25 i nches,  i t  produced 1 67 bhp " stan d ard" or  
1 77 bhp wi th  fou r-barrel carb and d u al exh austs .  I ts out­
stand i n g  features i nc l uded l i g htwe igh t  al u m i n u m  p i s­
tons ,  an al u m i n u m  carbu retor, and chrome-p lated top 
p i ston r i ngs  for longer l i fe and better o i l  contro l .  

Other new mechan ical features for 1 955 were d ash­
board-contro l l ed PowerFl i te automat ic ,  suspended foot 
ped als ,  tube less t i res, and front  shocks enc losed wi th i n  
the co i l  spr i ngs .  For the f i rst t ime, ai r cond i t ion i n g ,  
power w indows, and power front seats jo i ned the op­
t ions l i st .  Br isk  new poi nted-end styl i n g  and neat two­
ton i n g  ch aracter i zed the th ree-ser ies l i neup .  The Be l ­
vedere i nc l uded a sporty h ardtop and convert i b le ,  the 
l atter avai l ab le  w i th  V8 only from ' 55 th rough  the end of 
the decade.  " A  g reat new car for the you n g  in heart , "  i t  
was cal led-a total departu re from the past . Model  year 
f i g u res for 1 955 are m i s lead i n g .  For the ca len d ar year, 
Plymo uth bu i l t 742 ,99 1 cars,  a record that wou l d  st i l l  
stand i n  the '70s. 

For 1 956, V i rg i l  Exner formal ly  an nou nced The 
Forward Look (wh i ch meant tai l f i ns )  and Plymouth 
rose to fou rth . The eng i neer i n g  department s imu l ­
taneou sly brou g ht forth pushbutton PowerFl i te ,  a 1 2-
vol t  e lectr i cal  system ,  and an opt ional H i g hway H i -F i  
record p layer that used spec i al records and a tone arm 
des ig ned to stay i n  the g roove. A new Subu rban l i ne 
covered fou r  d i fferent wagons,  a fou r-door h ardtop was 
added to the Belvedere ser ies ,  and a two-door h ardtop 
was added to the Savoy. 

The hottest performance news for '56 was the l i m i ted­
prod uct ion Fu ry-an attractive h ardtop pa in ted w h i te 
w i th go ld  anod i zed body app l i ques .  It featu red a 303-
c i d  version of the V8 wi th  a 9 .25 : 1  com press ion rat io ,  
so l id l i fters, stronger  valve spr i ngs ,  d u al exh austs, and 
Carter fou r-barrel carbu retor .  With i ts 240 bhp at 4800 
rpm,  the Fu ry approached 1 45 mph on test at Daytona 
Beach , and wou ld  do 0 to 60 mph in  1 0  seconds.  Top 
speed in stand ard form was 1 1 1  mph .  The Fu ry contr i b­
uted g reat ly  to Plymouth 's  g rowi n g  performance i m age,  
and 4485 were so l d-not bad for a car  pr iced $600 
h i g her  than the Belvedere h ardtop.  
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If 1 955 had seen a v ictory wi th record prod uct ion ,  
1 957 was a second tr i umph . Over 655 ,000 cars were 
bu i l t d u r i n g  the ca lendar year .  Exner 's  fresh new de­
s i g n  prom pted ad men to exc l a i m ,  " Sudden ly i t 's 1 960 , "  
and i ndeed, com pared to the compet i t ion ,  P lymouth 
probably was th ree fu l l  years ahead . I t  h ad the lowest 
be l t l i ne ,  the most g l ass, the c leanest l i nes,  and the 
h i g hest tai l f i ns  in the f ie ld .  I t  rode a 1 1 8- i nch wheel base 
(wag ons were 1 22 i nches) and was more powerfu l than 
ever .  The o ld  L-head s i x  now g round out  1 32 bhp ,  the 

1956 F u ry hardtop coupe 

1957 Belvedere convertible 

I 
\ 

1 957 F u ry ha rdtop coupe 

1957 Belvedere fou r-door sedan 



Hy- F i re V8 de l ivered up  to 235 bhp ,  and the Fury 's  new 
3 1 8 de l i vered 290 bhp .  L i ke other C h rys ler  cars that 
year, tors ion-bar front suspens ion was featu red , w i th 
rev i sed geometry that m ade for the best-h and l i n g P lym­
outh in  h i story . 

I t ' s  h ard to remember how tru l y  revo l u t ionary the ' 57 
P lymouths were at the t ime .  The h ardtop roof l i ne ,  fo r 
exam p le ,  was so c lean and d e l i c ate- loo k i n g  that i t  d i d  
not appear to serve any structu ral  pu rpose. The g r i l l e ,  
u su a l l y  a l arge ornate obj ect i n  those d ays, was s l i m  

1958 F u ry hardtop coupe 

1 958 Bel vedere hardtop sedan 

1959 Sport F u ry hardtop coupe 

1 960 F u ry h a rdtop sedan 
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and g racefu l .  G r i l l e he i g ht was red uced by a rai sed 
b u m per that rode over a separate stone s h i e l d .  At a t ime  
when r i va l  cars were often g ar i sh ly  two-toned , P lym­
outh sett led fo r a s l i m  contrasti n g  co lor  spear a long the 
s i des pa in ted to match the roof .  So l i d  col ors were a lso 
offered , or  somet i mes o n l y  the roof was done i n  a d i ffer­
ent h u e . Trad i t i onal p i l l ar sed ans had h u g e  g l ass areas ; 
the convert i b le ' s  w i ndsh ie ld  c u rved aro u n d  at the top 
as we l l  as the s i des.  By m i d-year,  there was a fou r-door 
h ardtop in the Savoy as we l l  as the Be lvedere l i ne .  A l l  
hardtops h ad beaut i fu l  i nter i o rs t r i m med i n  j acqu ard 
and v i ny l . Dashboards g rou ped al l i n stru ments i n  a 
bo l t-u pr igh t  pod d i rect ly  i n  front of the d r i ver ,  w i th  con­
trol  knobs located safe ly  out  of the w ay.  Suburbans 
saved load space by p l ac i n g  the spare t i re vert i ca l l y  i n  
the r i g h t  rear fender-an idea  f i rst seen o n  the P lym­
outh P l a i n sman show car of  1 956 . The ' 57s  were i ndeed 
memorab le ,  but the i r  tendency to rust (the des i g n 's ma­
j o r  f law)  has m ade  them rare f i nds  tod ay .  

P lymouth ' s  1 958 l i ne w as most ly  a carryover ,  except 
for fou r head l am ps and a new front stone sh ie ld  w i thout  
the  vert ica l  s lots .  The V8 's  output  was up to at  least 225 
bhp ,  and as much as 31 5 i n  the h i g h-performance Fu ry .  
I n stant  recog n i t ion  at the  rear w as p rov i d ed b y  ro u n d  
tai l l i g hts ,  w i th  t h e  space above them f i l l ed b y  a p iece of 
b r i gh t  meta l . Because of the recess ion , P lym o uth b u i l t 
fewer ' 58s ,  but  everyone  e l se was affected , too . The d i ­
v i s i o n  rem ai ned th i rd overal l i n  prod uct ion . 

Tai l f i n s  g rew as b ig  as they 'd ever g et i n  1 959 and 
were not very p retty . Front ends rece ived a more g ar i sh 
eggcrate g r i l l e and a f l atte r  hood , w h i l e  the more-ex­
pensive mode ls  u sed anod i zed s i lver pane ls  for s ide  
decorat ion . The P l aza l i ne v an i shed , and other  model  
n ames moved down a notch i n  pr ice as Fury became a 
separ ate ser ies  offer i n g  fou r-door sed an and h ardtop as 
wel l as two-door h ardtop and convert i b l e .  M ov i n g  i n  as 
the  new h i g h-perform ance entry w as the Sport Fu ry .  
P r iced at  arou n d  $3000-3200, th i s  two-door hardtop 
and convert i b l e  was the top of the ' 59 l i ne ,  equ i pped 
w i th  a stand ard 260-bhp vers ion of the 31 8 V8. For $87 
extra, buyers cou l d  get a new 361 Go lden Commando 
V8 w i th  305 bhp  at  4600 rpm . 

P lymouth show cars of the ' 50s were u n i q u e  and i n ­
terest i n g .  The X X-500 of 1 95 1  was a G h i a  exerci se-a 
very pretty sed an that won Exner 's  patro n age  for the 
I ta l i an coachworks to b u i ld  var ious  show cars and l i m­
ous i nes that fo l lowed .  G h i a  a lso d i d  the P lymouth Ex­
p lo rer of 1 954 , a fast , smooth ly  sty led g rand tou rer .  A 
B r i g g s  project was the 1 954 Be l mont ,  suggest i n g  there 
m i g ht be a P lymouth two-seater (bu i l t by B r i g gs)  to 
compete w i th  Corvette and Thu nderb i rd .  L i m i ted sales 
of the two Amer ican sports cars in '55 caused P lymouth 
to d rop the i dea.  Two d ream cars l en d i n g  new featu res 
to p rod uct ion mode l s  were both wag o n s :  P l a i nsm an i n  
1 956,  C aban a i n  1 958 . The P la i nsm an w as m arked by 
lots of g l ass l i ke Chevro let ' s  Nomad ,  and don ated the 
aforement ioned concealed spare-t i re compartment to 
the  '57s .  The C abana sported even more g l ass and fou r­
door  h ardtop styl i n g .  Ne i ther  saw prod uct ion . 
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1960 Fu ry hardtop cou pe 

1960 Val iant VIOO fou r-door station wagon 

1960 Val iant V200 four-door sedan 

1961 F u ry hardtop coupe 
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L ike the ' 50s, the '60s would be years of u ps and 
downs for P lymouth .  The d iv i s ion had barely recovered 
t h i rd p l ace i n  product ion when it was knoc ked out by 
R amb ler and O ldsmob i le .  A l i ne of s low-se l l i n g  i nter­
med i ates and no stand ard-si zed altern at ive dropped 
P lymouth to as low as e i g ht h  p lace in the ear ly '60s . l t  re­
covered i n  1 963, but cou ld  not d i s lodge Pont iac from 
t h i rd p lace.  These problems were of Plymouth ' s  own 
doi n g .  T ime and ag a in ,  management fai led to g auge 
the market correct ly .  P lymouth had the  r ight cars, but at 
the wrong t ime .  

The d i ff icu l t ies beg an at the top of  the l i ne ,  with a 
g ar ish , ta i l f i n n ed l i n e  of Savoy, Belvedere, Fury, and 
Subu rban model s for 1 960 . Although P lymouth 's  new 
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1962 Val i ant V200 fou r-door sedan 

1962 F u ry (Suburba n )  four-door station wagon 

1963 Val iant S ignet 200 hardtop coupe 

1963 F u ry hardtop sedan 

225-c id  s l ant-s ix  eng i ne was a good one,  R ambler cam­
pai g n ed with conservat ive styl i ng and more economi­
ca l  s ixes, outproduc ing  Plymouth by 2000 u n its for the 
calendar year. For 1 961 , Exner 's  d rast ica l ly  resty led 
bodyshe l l  was m arked by a st range ,  p i nched g r i l le and 
ponderous pod- l i ke tai l l i g h ts ,  and was total ly  devoid of 
f i ns .  The resu l t  was a fou rth - p l ace f in ish  as R ambler  
swept by on the stren gth of  i ts successfu l new 
compacts. 

In 1 962 came P lymout h ' s  worst m i stake of the de­
cade. Ant i c i pat i ng  a strong  dem and for compact "stan ­
d ard " cars, the company sh aved up  to e i g h t  i nches 
from the wheel base and 550 pou nds from curb wei g ht .  
The same model l i neup was f ie lded o n  a shru n ken 1 1 6-



1963 F u ry converti b le  

Sate l l i te I I  show car from 1964 

1965 F u ry I two-door sedan 

1966 Sate l l ite hardtop coupe 

i nch  whee l base with Va l i ant- l i ke styl i n g . P l ymout h ' s  
eng i nes prov i ded f i n e  performance i n  these l i g ht cars,  
but  th at d i d n 't m ake any d i fference.  A pu b l i c  st i l l  h u n ­
g ry f o r  l arge cars s h u n ned P lymouth a n d  looked t o  Ford 
or Chevro let i n stead . H asty facel i fts took p l ace .  A more 
convent ion al  g ri l le ,  razor-edg ed fenders,  and squ ared­
off roof styl i n g  were dev i sed for 1 963 ; a Chevy- l i ke 
g r i l le and i n c reased s ide  decorat ion  appeared for '64 . 
These c h anges d i d n ' t  he lp  m u c h ,  e i ther .  P l ymouth 's  
rebo u n d  to  fou rth p l ace in  1 963 w as l argely due  to 
the success of i ts compact V al i ant  rather  th an any i n ­
c reased demand for i ts revamped stand ard models .  

P lymouth 's  ren ai ssance real l y  beg an in  1 965 when 
the d iv i s ion  retu rned to the b i g-car fo ld  w i th a 1 1 9- i n ch 

Plymouth 

wheel base ( 1 2 1  i nc hes for stat ion  wagons ) .  T h i s  new 
Fu ry l i ne  was offered in fou r  ser ies : Fu ry I ,  I I ,  I I I ,  and 
Sport Fury .  The l argest P lymouths ever offered , they 
were g reater i n  whee l base, overal l l ength ,  and width 
t h an the 1 964 mode ls ,  w ith  g reat ly  i n c reased i n ter ior  d i ­
mens ions .  L i ke al l P lymouths s i n ce 1 960, they used 
u n i t i zed body/c h ass i s  construct i on , but a lso h ad a bo l t­
on  su bframe to car ry the en g i ne and front  suspens ion . 

P lymouth had retai ned i ts 1 1 6- i nch-wheel base for i ts 
1 965 i n termed i ate l i ne ,  wh i ch w as more i n  tune  w ith 
buyer tastes .  Desi g n ated Belvedere,  i t  w as sty led to re­
sem b le  the Fu ry wi th  a sq u ared-off roofl i ne ,  c lean 
s ides,  and a stamped g r i l l e .  There were Be lvedere I and 
I I  s i xes and V8s,  a Be lvedere I Super Stock hardtop, and 
a top- l i n e  Sate l l i te V8 h ardtop and convert i b le .  Stan­
d ard on the Su per Stoc k (and opt iona l  for other  Be lve­
deres and Fu rys) was a 426-c i d  wedge-head e n g i n e  that 
deve loped 365 bhp and 470 pou n ds-feet of torque .  The 
Super Stock had a spec i a l 1 1 5- i nch  whee l base and 
weig hed j u st 3 1 70 pou nds .  I ts m i g hty en g i ne prov ided 
ter r i f ic  performance:  1 20-mph top speed and 0 to 60 
m ph i n  e i g ht seconds .  Not cheap at a $4671  base pr ice ,  
the SIS was i n tended pr i m ar i l y  for raci n g ,  and cou l d  be 
ordered w i th a hemi-h ead 426 as we l l  as the wedge­
head . 

For 1 966, the i n c red i b le  425-bhp Hemi  w as m ade  
avai l ab le  as  an  opt ion on Be lvedere I I  and  Sate l l i te .  The 
res u lt w as the e lect r i fy i n g  " Street Hem i , "  eq u i pped as 
stand ard with heavy-d uty suspen s ion  and oversize 
brakes.  I t  w as f i rst offered w i th a fou r-speed gearbox , 
l ater w i th opt iona l  TorqueFl i te auto m at i c .  S ince the '66 
Be lvedere w as shorter and l i gh ter  than the '65,  the 
Street Hemi  cou ld  be a doc i l e  tou rer  at low speeds and 
a demon when st i r red u p. Equ i pped w i th the proper 
t i res and axle rat io ,  and correct ly  tu ned , i t  cou l d  reach 
1 20 mph in 1 2  o r  1 3  seconds .  R i g h t  off the f loor i t  w as 
ready for d r ag-race compet i t ion  i n  A/Stock or  AA/Stock 
c l asses ,  and a long w i th Dodge 's  Coronet w as a l lowed 
to r u n  on N ASC A R ' s  shorter c i rc u i ts i n  1 966-with p re­
d i ctable resu lts .  Dav i d  Pearson won the '66 N ASCAR 
champ ionsh i p  for  Dod g e ;  R i c h ard Petty won i n  -'67 for 
Plymouth .  Petty a lso won the 1 964 Daytona 500 i n  a Plym­
outh . These were m ajor  breaku ps of  Ford 's  otherw i se 
t i g ht strang leho ld  on  NASCAR between 1 965 and 1 970. 

The Sate l l i tes and Be lvedere l i s  were e legant- look­
i n g cars .  When eq u i pped w i th sm a l ler  V8s of 273, 3 1 8 ,  
and 36 1 cu b ic - i nch  d i sp l acement ,  they were among the 
best a l l -arou nd Plymouths .  The i r  cr isp ,  c h i se led sty l i n g  
w as retai ned for 1 967 .  I n  t hat year, t h e  H e m i  opt ion was 
offered on  the new Be lvedere GTX ,  i n  add i t ion  to a 440-
c i d  wedge-head V8 of 375 bhp .  G TXs loo ked the part , 
w i th  a s i lver-and-b l ac k  g r i l l e and rear deck app l i q ues ,  
s i m u l ated hood ai r i n takes, sport str i p i n g ,  and d u al  
exhausts.  

In 1 968 , P l ymouth resty led i ts i ntermed i ates w i th 
more rou nd ed l i nes than before that looked j u st as 
p retty.  The h ottest model  w as i n genuous ly  n am ed Road 
R u n ner ,  avai lab le  as a h ardtop o r  cou pe. The cou pe 
w as a European- l oo k i n g  m ac h i n e  w i th n arrow p i l l ars 
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1966 Barracuda hardtop coupe 

1 967 Bel vedere GTX ha rdtop coupe 

1967 Barracuda hardtop coupe 

1967 Val iant S ignet fou r-door sedan 

1967 VI  P hardtop sedan 

and f l i p-out rear q u arter w i n dows. Road R u nner  name­
p l ates and cartoon b i rds on the s i des and rear, p l us  
s i m u l ated hood scoops and  racy whee ls ,  ident i f ied i t .  
Squeezed u nder the hood was ei ther a 383-c id  en g i ne 
wi th  a 440 i ntake man i fo ld  and heads ,  or  a 426 Hem i .  
The GTX's  beefy suspens ion and four-speed transm i s­
s ion opti ons were a lso avai l ab le  for the Road Ru nner .  
On street or track ,  the car was dyn am i te. Extraord i n ary 
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as i t  seems,  th i s  f i ne ly tu ned pac kage of power and per­
form ance was avai l ab le  for on ly  about $2800 to $31 00. 

In add i t ion  to the Road R u n ner,  the GTX cont i n ued i n  
hardtop and convert i  b le  form for 1 968, a long wi th the 
more m u ndane Belvedere, Satel l i te ,  and Spo rt Sate l l i te 
sed ans, coupes,  and wagons .  The l i neup stayed most ly  
l i ke th i s  throu gh  1 970, but a Road R u n ner convert i b le  
was added for '69 .  

Fu l l - s i ze P l ym o u t h s  con t i n u ed on  the  1 1 9- i n c h  
whee l base through  1 968 .(wagons rode s l i g ht ly  longer  
spans ) .  Fu ry I ,  I I ,  and I I I  mode ls  were offered w i th s i xes 
and V8s. Sport Fury h ardtops, convert i b les ,  an d fast­
backs came w i th V8s in 1 967-68 . The top-of-the- l i ne 
model i n  1 966 was the V I P , wh ich  h ad a " formal " roof­
l i ne and conservat ive tr i m ,  i n  hardtop cou pe or  sed an 
form .  Power opt ions in 1 965 i nc l uded 361 , 383 ,  and 426 
hem i eng i nes.  In 1 966, a 440 wedge-head repl aced the 
Hem i .  From 1 967 on ,  the opt ional b ig -b locks were the 
383 and 440 . 

P lymouth ' s  salvat ion i n  i ts poorer years of the '60s 
was the compact Val i ant .  The ear ly 1 960-62 models 
were rugged ly  bu i l t ,  un i t-body cars. V i rg i l  Exner ' s  sty l ­
i n g  i n c l uded pronou nced fender l i nes ,  short decks,  and 
squ are gr i l les, a l l  on a 1 06- inch  wheel base . E lwood 
Eng le 's  c lean , square sty l i ng  was featured on the same 
whee lbase for 1 963-66. The l i ne was complete ly rede­
s i g ned ag ai n for '67 , adopt i n g  a 1 08- i nch wheel base 
and fou r-squ are l i nes rem i n i scent of some m idd le-s i ze 
European sed ans.  Val i ant remai ned i n  th i s  form,  the top 
sel ler  among Detro i t  com pacts, un t i l it was rep l aced by 
the Vo lare i n  the m i d- '70s. 

One of Val i an t ' s  strong po i n ts was i ts ro bust s lant-s i x  
eng i ne .  Th i s  powerpl ant was deve loped to  g ive a low 
hood l i ne ,  but  eng i neers a lso c l ai med certa i n manufac­
tu r i ng  and operat iona l  eff i c ienc ies for the confi g u ra­
t ion .  I n  stock form,  the 1 70-c i d  vers ion prod uced 1 01 
bhp ,  thou g h  a fou r-barrel carbu retor opt ion  for 1 960-61 
cal led Hyper-Pack  rai sed output to 1 48 bhp. A l arger ,  
225-c i d  u n i t  was stand ard on  l arger P lymouths i n  
1 960-61 . From 1 962 o n ,  the 225 was opt ional for Val i ant 
as wel l .  A long- l ived desi g n  of g reat d u rab i l i ty ,  the 225 
was st i l l  be i n g  used in the early '80s on some P lymouth 
mode ls .  

Val i ant was stra i g htforward i n  des i g n  w i th  a conven­
t ional suspens ion .  I t  was offered i n i t i a l l y  in two series­
the V 1 00 and V200 , w i th  sed ans and wagons on ly  i n  
1 960 . A hardtop was added the fo l l ow i n g  year, and a 
bucket-seat S ig net vers ion an swered the sporty com­
pact cha l l enge from Falcon and Corva i r  in '62 . When 
Eng le ' s  styl i n g  took over for 1 963, a S ig net convert i b le  
was added . 

The success of the Corvai r Monza and the i m m i nent 
arr ival  of Ford ' s  M ustang prom pted Plymouth to refocus  
i ts s ig hts on the  sporty-compact m arket .  Accord i n g ly ,  
the B arracuda was l au nched in  m id- 1 964 for the '65 
model year. A hasty too l i n g rev is ion  carr ied out on the 
Val i ant 's  upper body structu re,  i t  was a fastback coupe 
w ith a huge  p iece of cu rved g l ass form i n g  part of a 
rak i sh roof l i ne .  Barracuda came standard wi th  the 225 



s l an t  s i x ,  but  a new V8 was opt ion al , and des i rab le .  A 
der ivat ion  of the P lymouth 3 1 8 ,  i t  was a strong  r ival  for 
Ford ' s  exce l lent  260/289 . I t  d i s p l aced 273 cub ic  i nches 
and was oversq u are (bore and stroke 3 .62 x 3 .3 1  
i nches) . I n  base for m ,  horsepower was 1 80 ,  but  a h i g h­
performance 235-bhp versi on was a lso offered . The 235 
h ad a h i g h - l i ft ,  h i g h-over lap camshaft ; dome-sh aped 
p i stons ;  so l i d  l i fters ; d u al-contact breaker po i n ts ;  an 
u n s i l enced ai r c leaner ;  and a sweet-sound i n g ,  low­
back-pressu re exhaust system .  Wi th  Ra l lye Suspens ion  
(heavy-d uty tors ion  bars and ant i -sway bars u p  front ,  
p lus  st i ff rear l eaf spr i n g s ) ,  Fi rm-R ide  shocks ,  and a 
fou r-speed gearbox ,  the 235-bhp  Barrac u d a  wou l d  do 0 
to 60 mph i n  e i g ht seconds f l at and the q u arter-m i le i n  
1 6  seconds .  

Barrac u d a  offered a com b i n at ion  of spo rty looks ,  
h i g h  performance,  good h an d l i n g ,  u t i l i ty ,  and room for 
fou r . I t  w as the most popu l ar P lymouth model for 1 965 : 
a lmost 65 ,000 were bu i l t  that year. 

For 1 966, B arrac u d a  w as face I i fted w i th  an eg gcrate 
g r i l l e ,  then handsomely redes i g ned for '67 : whee l b ase 
was len gthened by two i nches ,  overal l len gth i n c reased 
f ive i n ches .  A s leek h ardtop cou pe and convert i b l e  
j o i n ed t h e  fastbac k .  P lymouth ' s  383-c i d  V 8  w i th fou r­
barrel c arb ,  detu ned to 280 bhp ,  w as now avai l ab le .  A l ­
thou g h  i t  g ave better st ra i g ht l i n e  perform ance ,  the 383 
added u p  to 300 extra pou nds ,  most ly over the front  
whee ls ,  to the det r i ment  of hand l i n g .  The 273 was a bet­
ter cho ice .  E i ther  V8 cou ld  be ordered w i th  a Form u l a  S 
package ,  w h i c h  i nc l uded heavy-d uty suspen s ion , tach­
ometer ,  G oodyear  W i d e-Ova l  t i res ,  a n d  spec i a l  
ident i f icat ion .  

H app i ly ,  B arrac u d a  w as not d rast ica l l y  changed fo r  a 
few years. A vert i cal -bar g r i l l e appeared i n  1 968 , and a 
checkered g r i l l e and redesi g ned tai l l i g h ts came alo n g  
i n  '69 . I n  both years beefy , b i g -b lock mode ls ,  t h e  ' C u d a  
340 a n d  383 ,  were offered . T h e  former h ad 275 bhp ;  t h e  
l atter 300 bhp  i n  '68 a n d  330 bhp  i n  1 969 . Then came the 
comp lete ly redes i g n ed 1 970 mode l , sh ar i n g  an a l l - new 
bodyshe l l  w i th a Dodge  dou b le, the C h al lenger .  Com­
pared to prev ious  models ,  the new B arrac u d a  w as 
shorter ,  w ider ,  and somehow less d i st i n ct ive.  One of 
the more i n terest i n g  var i at i ons  w as the m i d-year AAR 
(Al l -Amer i can R acer) ' C uda 340, q u i c k l y  ident i f i ab le by 
i ts bo l d  " strobe" tape str i pes .  Stand ard were a 340 V8 
w i th  Edel b roc k i ntake m an i fo l d ,  spec i a l  heads ,  and a 
mod i fi ed b lock  and valve tra i n ;  heavy-d uty suspens i o n ; 
w i de t i res ;  m atte- b l ack  f i berg l ass hood w i th funct iona l  
scoop ;  and fu nct i on al rear  spo i l er .  On ly  about  2800 
were bu i l t .  

V a l i ant u nderwent another o f  i ts per iod i c  rev iva ls  
w i th  the 1 970 debut  of the sem i -fastbac k  Duster cou pe, 
a p leasant ly  n amed l i tt le  car of good q u al i ty t h at ran u p  
near ly  200,000 sales .  Amon g these were several thou­
sand Go ld  Dusters,  an opt ion package cons i st i n g  of  
go ld  t r i m on  g r i l le ,  body ,  and i nterio r ,  p lus  bucket 
seats, w h i tewal l t i res, and spec i al whee l  covers. A racy 
der ivat i o n ,  the D u ster 340 ,  u sed a mechan ica l  pac k age  
s i m i la r  to  t h at o f  the AAR ' Cu d a, w h i ch tu rned the i n of-

Plymouth 

fensive V al i ant i n to a t i ger .  Equ i pment  i n c l u ded a 275-
bhp en g i ne ,  th ree-speed f loorsh i ft ,  front  d i sc brakes, 
w i de-tread t i res, and tu ned su spen s i on . 

Among Plymouth's i ntermed i ates , 1 970 's  most star-

1 968 Barracuda fastback coupe 

1 968 GTX hardtop coupe 

1968 Sport F u ry convert ib le 

1 969 Val iant Signet four-door sedan 

1 9 69 R oad R u nner  convertible 

3 3 1  



Plymouth 

1969 'Cuda 383 fastback cou pe 

1 970 Sport F u ry S/23 hardtop coupe 

t l i ng  newcomer was the Superbi rd (part of the Road 
Runner ser ies) , an evol ut ion of Dodge's 1 969 Charger 
Dayton a. With a spec i al "droop-snoot" front end, 
s l i ppery bodywork ,  and huge tai l f i ns  carry i ng  a stab i l ­
izer w i n g  h i g h above the rear deck ,  the Superbi rd 
looked fast-and it was .  Over 220 mph was recorded by 
rac i n g  vers i ons .  The standard street d r ivetrai n was the 
fou r-barrel 440 w i th TorqueFl ite automat ic ,  but  a s ix­
barrel 440, a rac i n g  426 Hemi ,  and fou r-speed man u al 
transm i ss ion were on the opt ions l i st .  After Dodge ef­
fort lessly b u i l t  about 500 Charger Dayton as to q u al i fy i t  
as  a " product i on " model for  NASCAR events,  the orga­
n i zat ion  increased its m i n i mum cou nt  to 1 500 . That was 
no problem for Plymouth,  and 1 920 Superbi rds were 
bu i l t .  

The Superb i rd ' s  g reat moment came at Dayton a  
when Pete H am i l ton romped t o  v ictory at a near- 1 50 
mph average-ahead of every Dodge an d every Ford.  
Of Chrys ler 's  38 Grand Nat ion al w i n s  in 1 970, 2 1  were 
Superb i rd v ictor ies.  NASCAR changed i ts reg u l at ions 
ag ai n in  1 97 1 , thus end i n g  the Superb i rd ' s  dom i n ance 
on the h i g h-speed ovals ,  but the aerodyn am i c  lessons 

Plymouth Spec ificat ions 
1 940 
P9 Roadking (wb 1 1 7.0) Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 2 ,769 645 26 ,745 
sdn 2d 2 ,834 699 55,092 
sdn 4d 2 , 869 740 20,076 
ut i l  sdn 2 ,769 699 589 
club cpe 2 ,8 1 4  699 360 
wgn 4d 3,089 925 80 
chassis 907 
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1970 Val iant Duster coupe 

1970 'Cuda hardtop coupe 

learned from th i s  car wou ld  l ater be app l i ed i n  develop­
i n g  the fuel -effic ient ,  u l tra-s l i ppery Plymouth Hor izon 
TC3 coupe of 1 979 . 

Even Plymouth ' s  fu l l -s ize cars were g iven the per­
formance treatment in 1 970. M ost notab le was the Sport 
Fu ry GT,  w i th  standard 440 e n g i ne,  heavy-d uty suspen­
s ion , and long- legged rear axle rat ios (as h i g h  as 
2 .76 : 1 ) .  Another Sport Fu ry package was the S/23,  
thoug h  i t  was not in  the GT's  leag ue .  Stand ard en g i ne 
here was the 31 8 V8.  Equ i pment a lso i n c l uded a tu ned 
su spens ion and "strobe tape . "  The l u x u ry V I P  was 
d ropped that year, but i n  the spr i ng Plymouth released 
the p l u sh G r an Coupe ,  wh ich  offered al most every com­
fort and conven ience featu re except ai r cond i t ion i n g  for 
$3833, and i nc l u ded " ai r "  for $42 1 6 . 

The prod uct ion f i gu res i n  t h i s  ch apter show n u mer­
ous rar i t ies ,  espec i al l y  among  Plymouth convert i b l es ,  
many of  wh ich  were produced in  q u ant i t ies of  under  
2000 . R ar i ty coup led wi th  h i g h  performance and good 
looks m ake l ate- '60s Plymouth convert i b l es-i nterme­
d i  a tes  e s p e c i  a l l y-p r i  me c a n d  i d at e s  f o r  f u t u  re  
co l l ectors. 

P1 0 Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0;  7P-1 37.0) 

bus cpe 2 ,804 725 32,244 
sdn 2d 2 ,889 7 7 5  76,78 1 
sdn 4d 2 ,924 805 1 73 ,351  
ut i l  sdn 2 ,824 775 4 
club cpe 2 , 849 770 22 , 1 74 
conv cpe 3 ,049 950 6,986 
wgn 4d 3 , 1 44 970 3 , 1 26 



Plymouth 
Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 7P 3.359 1 ,005 1 . 1 79 sdn 2d 3,062 1 , 1 99 
l imo 7P 3,409 1 ,080 68 sdn 4d 3 , 1 07 1 ,239 
chassis 503 club cpe 3,057 1 ,234 

1 940 Eng ine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity conv cpe 3,282 1 ,439 
wgn 4d 3,402 1 .539 

L6, 20 1 .3 3. 1 3  4.38 84 S-all chassis 

1 946 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
1 94 1  L6, 2 1 7 .8 3 .25 x 4.38 95 S-all 
P1 1 (wb 1 1 7.0) Wght Price Prod 

1 947* 
bus cpe 2,809 720 23,754 
sdn 2d  2,859 769 46,646 P1 5S Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0) Wght Price Prod 
sdn 4d 2,889 800 2 1 , 1 75 bus cpe 2,977 1 , 1 39 
uti !  sdn 2,794 760 468 sdn 2d 3,047 1 , 1 64 
club cpe 2,8 1 9  764 994 sdn 4d 3,082 1 ,2 1 4  
wgn 4d 3 , 1 39 1 ,006 2 1 7  club cpe 3,037 1 , 1 89 
DeLuxe bus cpe 2,839 760 1 5 ,862 chassis 
DeLuxe sdn 2d 2,899 809 46, 1 38 
DeLuxe sdn 4d 2,924 845 32,336 P1 5C Specia l  Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0) 
DeLuxe club cpe 2,859 804 204 bus cpe 2,982 1 ,209 
DeLuxe util sdn proto 1 sdn 2d 3,062 1 ,239 

i 
chassis 676 sdn 4d 3, 1 07 1 ,289 

P 1 2  Special Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0 ;  7P-1 37.0) club cpe 3,057 1 ,264 
bus cpe 2,859 795 23 ,851 conv cpe 3,282 1 ,565 

wgn 4d 3,402 1 ,765 
sdn 2d 2,934 845 84,8 1 0  chassis 
sdn 4d 2,959 877 1 90,5 1 3  
uti l  sdn proto 2 1 947 Eng ine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 
club cpe 2,934 842 37,352 L6, 2 1 7.8 3.25 x 4.38 95 S-all 
conv cpe 3, 1 66 1 ,007 1 0 ,545 
wgn 4d 3, 1 94 1 ,03 1 5 ,594 1 948* 
sdn 4d,  7P 3,379 1 ,078 1 , 1 27 

P 1 5S Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0) Wght Price Prod l imo, 7P 3,429 1 , 1 53 24 
chassis 321 bus cpe 2,955 1 ,346 

1 94 1  Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity sdn 2d 2,995 1 ,383 
sdn 4d 3,030 1 ,441  

L6, 20 1 .3 3. 1 3 x 4 .38 87 S-al l  c lub cpe 3,005 1 ,409 

1 942 
chassis 

P 1 5C Specia l  Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0) 
P 1 4S Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0) Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 2,950 1 ,440 
bus cpe 2,906 8 1 2  3 ,783 sdn 2d 3,030 1 ,471  
sdn 2d 2,961  850 9,350 sdn 4d 3,045 1 ,529 
sdn 4d 3,001 889 1 1 , 973 club cpe 3,020 1 ,503 
uti l  sdn 2,906 842 80 conv cpe 3,225 1 ,857 
club cpe 2,966 885 2,458 wgn 4d 3,320 2,068 
chassis 1 chassis 

P 1 4C Specia l  Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0) 1 948 Eng ine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

bus cpe 2,93 1  855 7 ,258 L6, 2 1 7 .8 3.25 4 .38 95 S-all 
sdn 2d 2,996 895 24, 1 42 

1 949 Fi rst Series* sdn 4d 3,036 935 68,924 
Town Sedan 3,061 980 5 ,821 P1 5S Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0) Wght Price Prod 
club cpe 3,01 1 928 1 4,685 
conv cpe 3,231 1 ,078 2 ,806 bus cpe 2,955 1 ,346 
wgn 4d 3,371 1 , 1 45 1 , 1 36 sdn 2d 2,995 1 ,383 
chassis 1 0  sdn 4d 3,030 1 ,441 

1 942 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
club cpe 3,005 1 ,409 
chassis 

L6, 21 7 .8 3.25 x 4 .38 95 S-all  P1 5C Specia l  Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0) 

1 946* bus cpe 2,950 1 ,440 
sdn 2d 3,030 1 ,471  

P 1 5S Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0) Wght Price Prod sdn 4d 3,045 1 ,529 
bus cpe 2,977 1 ,089 club cpe 3,020 1 ,503 

conv cpe 3,225 1 ,857 
sdn 2d 3,047 1 , 1 24 

wgn 4d 3,320 2,068 
sdn 4d 3,082 1 , 1 64 

chassis 
club cpe 3,037 1 , 1 59 
chassis 1 949( 1 )  Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

P1 5C Specia l  Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0) L6, 2 1 7 .8 3.25 4 .38 95 S-all 

bus cpe 2,982 1 , 1 59 ' Factory combi ned production figures for 1 946 through 1 949 First Series. 

333 



Plymouth 

Com bi ned 1 946- 1 949 Fi rst Series Production : 
P15S Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0) 

bus cpe 
sdn 2d 
sdn 4d 
club cpe 
chassis 

P1 5C Special Deluxe (wb 1 1 7.0) 

bus cpe 
sdn 2d 
sdn 4d 
club cpe 
conv cpe 
wgn 4d 
chassis 

1 949 Second Series 
P17 Deluxe (wb 1 1 1 .0) 

bus cpe 
sdn 2d 
Suburban wgn 2d 
chassis 

P18 Deluxe (wb 1 1 8.5) 

sdn 4d 
club cpe 

P18 Special Deluxe (wb 1 1 8.5) 

sdn 4d 
club cpe 
conv cpe 
wgn 4d 
chassis 

1 949(2) Engine bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 2 1 7.8 3 .25 x 4.38 97 

1 950 
P1 9 Deluxe (wb 1 1 1 .0) 

bus cpe 
sdn 2d 
Suburban wgn 2d 
Suburban Special wgn 2d 
chassis 

P20 Deluxe (wb 1 1 8.5) 

sdn 4d 
club cpe 

P20 Special Deluxe (wb 1 1 8.5) 

sdn 4d 
club cpe 
conv cpe 
wgn 4d 
chassis 

1 950 Engine bore x stroke 

L6, 2 1 7.8 3 .25 x 4.38 

1 951 * 
P22 Concord (wb 1 1 1 .0) 

bus cpe 
sdn 2d 
Savoy wgn 2d 
Suburban wgn 2d 

P23 Cambridge (wb 1 1 8.5) 
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sdn 4d 
club cpe 

bhp 

97 

Prod 

1 6, 1 1 7  
49,9 1 8  

1 20 ,757 
1 0 ,400 

1 0  

3 1 ,399 
1 25,704 
5 1 4 ,986 
1 56,629 

1 5,295 
1 2 ,9 1 3 

5 ,361  

Wght Price Prod 

2,825 1 ,371  1 5,7 1 5 
2 ,951  1 ,492 28, 5 1 6  
3, 1 05 1 ,840 1 9,220 

4 

3 ,059 1 ,551  6 1 ,021 
3,034 1 ,5 1 9  25,687 

3 ,079 1 ,629 252,878 
3 ,046 1 ,603 99 ,680 
3 ,323 1 ,982 1 5,240 
3,341 2 ,372 3 ,443 

981 

availabi lity 

S-al l  

Wght 

2 ,872 
2 ,946 
3, 1 1 6 
3, 1 55 

3 ,068 
3 ,040 

3,072 
3,04 1 
3,295 
3 ,353 

Price Prod 

1 ,371  1 6 ,861 
1 ,492 67,584 
1 ,84�

34 457 
1 ,946 ' 

1 

1 ,551  87,87 1 
1 ,5 1 9  53,890 

1 ,629 234,084 
1 ,603 99,36 1 
1 ,982 1 2 ,697 
2,372 2 ,059 

2 ,091 

availabil ity 

S-all 

Wght Price Prod 

2 ,9 1 9  1 ,537 
2 ,969 1 ,673 
3, 1 84 2 , 1 82 
3, 1 24 2 ,064 

3 , 1 04 1 ,739 
3 ,059 1 ,703 

---

P23 Cranbrook (wb 1 1 8.5) Wght Price Prod 
sdn 4d 3, 1 09 1 ,826 
club cpe 3 ,074 1 ,796 
conv cpe 3,294 2 ,222 
Belvedere hlp cpe 3 , 1 82 2 , 1 1 4 

- -

1 951 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

L6, 2 1 7.8 3 .25 x 4 . 38 97 S-all 

1 952* 
--- ----

P22 Concord (wb 1 1 1 .0) Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 2 ,893 1 ,6 1 0  
sdn 2d 2 ,959 1 ,753 
Savoy wgn 2d 3 , 1 65 2 , 287 
Subu rban wgn 2d 3 , 1 45 2 , 1 63 

-- - --

P23 Cambridge (wb 1 1 8.5) 

sdn 4d 3,068 1 ,822 
club cpe 3,030 1 ,784 

P23 Cranbrook (wb 1 1 8.5) 

sdn 4d 3,088 1 ,9 1 4  
club cpe 3,046 1 ,883 
conv cpe 3 ,256 2 ,329 
Belvedere hlp cpe 3, 1 05 2 ,2 1 6  

1 952 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 2 1 7.8 3 . 25 x 4.38 97 S-all 

' Factory combined 1 95 1  and 1 952 production figures. 

Combi ned 1 951 - 1 952 Production : 
P22 Concord (wb 1 1 1 .0) Prod 

bus cpe 1 4,255 
sdn 2d 49, 1 39 
Savoy/Suburban wgn 2d 76,520 

P23 Cambridge (wb 1 1 8.5) 

sdn 4d 1 79 ,4 1 7  
club cpe 1 01 ,784 

P23 Cranbrook (wb 1 1 8.5) 

sdn 4d 388, 785 
club cpe 1 26,725 
Belvedere htp cpe 5 1 ,266 
conv cpe 1 5,650 
chassis 4 , 1 7 1  

1 953 
P24-1 Cambridge (wb 1 1 4.0) Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 2 ,888 1 ,6 1 8  6,975 
sdn 2d 2 ,943 1 ,727 56,800 
sdn 4d 2 ,983 1 ,765 93,585 
club cpe 2 , 950 1 ,725 1 ,050 
Suburban wgn 2d 3 , 1 29 2 ,064 43,545 

P24-2 Cranbrook (wb 1 1 4.0) 

sdn 4d 3 ,023 1 ,873 298,976 
club cpe 2 ,971 1 ,843 92, 1 02 
Belvedere htp cpe 3,027 2 ,064 35 , 1 85 
conv cpe 3 , 1 93 2 ,220 6,301 
Savoy wgn 2d 3 , 1 70 2 , 207 1 2,089 
chassis 843 

1 953 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

L6, 2 1 7.8 3 .25 x 4.38 1 00 S-ail 

1 954 
P25-1 Plaza (wb 1 1 4.0) Wght Price Prod 

bus cpe 2 ,889 1 ,6 1 8 5,000 
club cpe 2 ,950' 1 ,700· 1 ,275 
sdn 4d 3 ,004 1 ,765 43,077 
sdn 2d 2 ,943 1 ,727 27,976 



Wght Price Prod 
- ----

Suburban wgn 2d 3 , 1 22 2 ,064 35 ,937 
chassis 1 

- --

P25-2 Savoy (wb 1 1 4.0) 
-- -

club cpe 2 ,982 1 ,843 30,700 
sdn 4d 3 ,036 1 ,873 1 39,383 
sdn 2d 2 , 986 1 ,835 25,396 
Suburban wgn 2d 3 , 1 65 '  2 , 1 72 "  450 
chassis 3 , 588 

---- ----

P25-3 Belvedere (wb 1 1 4 .0) 
--

sdn 4d 3 ,050 1 ,953 1 06,601 
Sport Coupe htp 3 ,038 2 , 1 45 25 ,592 
cony cpe 3, 273 2 ,30 1 6 ,900 
Suburban wgn 2d 3, 1 86 2 , 288 9 ,241  
chassis 2 ,031 

- --

" E stimated . 

1 954 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity i l6, 2 1 7.8 3 .25 x 4 .38 1 00 S-all to engine # P25-243000 
l6, 230. 2  3 . 25 x 4 .63 1 1 0  S-al l  from engine # P25-24300 1 

I 1 955 
P26-1 Plaza, L6 (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 

sdn 4d 3 , 1 29 1 ,78 1 68,826 
club cpe 3 ,089 1 ,738 45 ,561  
Suburban wgn 2d 3 ,261  2 ,077 23, 3 1 9  
Suburban wgn 4d 3,282 2 , 1 58 1 0, 594 
bus cpe 3,025 1 ,639 4 ,882 

I P27-1 Plaza, VS (wb 1 1 5.0) 

sdn 4d 3, 246 1 ,884 1 5,330 
club cpe 3 ,202 1 ,84 1 8,049 
Suburban wgn 2d 3 , 389 2 , 1 80 8 ,469 
Suburban wgn 4d 3,408 2 ,262 4 ,828 

P26-3 Savoy, L6 (wb 1 1 5.0) 

sdn 4d 3 , 1 54 1 ,880 93,7 1 6  
c lub cpe 3, 1 09 1 ,837 45 ,438 
chassis 1 

P27-3 Savoy, V8 (wb 1 1 5.0) 

sdn 4d 3, 265 1 ,983 69,025 
club cpe 3 ,224 1 ,940 29,442 

P26-2 Belvedere, L6 (wb 1 1 5.0) 

sdn 4d 3 , 1 59 1 ,979 69, 1 28 
club cpe 3 , 1 29 1 ,936 1 9,471  
Sport Coupe htp 3 ,330 2 , 1 1 3  1 3,942 
Suburban wgn 4d 3,3 1 2 2 ,322  6 , 1 97 

P27 -2 Belvedere VS (wb 1 1 5.0) 

sdn 4d 3 , 262 2 ,082 9 1 ,856 
c lub cpe 3,228 2 ,039 2 2, 1 74 
Sport Coupe htp 3 ,261  2 ,2 1 7  33,433 
conv cpe 3,409 2 , 35 1 8 ,473 
Suburban wgn 4d 3 ,475 2 ,4 2 5  1 2,291  

1 955 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 2 30 . 2  3 .25 x 4 . 63 1 1 7  S-al l  Sixes 
V8, 24 1 .0 3 .44 3 .25 1 57 O-al l  V8 
V8, 260.0 3 . 56 x 3.25 1 67 S-all V8 
V8, 260.0  3 . 56 x 3 . 25 1 77 O-al l  V8 

1 956 
P28/29-1 Plaza (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 

3 ,728 bus cpe 3 , 1 00 1 , 784 

60 , 1 97 sdn 4 d  3 ,2 1 0  1 ,926 
43,022 club sdn 3, 1 75 1 ,883 

P2S/29-2 Savoy (wb 1 1 5.0) 

sdn 4d 
club sdn 
Sport Coupe htp 

P2S/29-3 Belvedere (wb 1 1 5.0) 
-

sdn 4d 
Sport Sedan htp 
Sport Coupe htp 
cony cpe 

P28/29 Suburban (wb 1 1 5.0) 

Deluxe wgn 2d 
Custom wgn 2d 
Custom wgn 4d 
Sport wgn 4d 

--

P29-3 Fury (wb 1 1 5.0) 
- -

htp cpe 
-- --

1 956 Engi nes bore x stroke 
---

l6, 230 . 2  3 .25 x 4 .38 
l6, 230 . 2  3 .25 x 4 .38 
V8, 270 . 0  3 . 63 x 3 . 26 
V8, 277.0 3 .75 x 3 . 1 3  

V8, 277.0 3 . 75 x 3 . 1 3  
V8, 303 . 0  3 .82 >- 3. 3 1  
---

1 957 
P30/31 -1 Plaza (wb 1 1 8.0) 

bus cpe 
sdn 4d 
sdn 2d 

P30/31 -2 Savoy (wb 1 1 8.0) 

sdn 4d 
Sport Sedan htp 
sdn 2d 
Sport Coupe htp 

P30/31 -3 Belvedere (wb 1 1 8.0) 

sdn 4d 
Sport Sedan htp 
sdn 2d 
Sport Coupe htp 
cony cpe 

P30/31 Suburban (wb 1 22.0) 

Deluxe wgn 2d 
Custom wgn 2d 
Custom wgn 4d, 6P 
Custom wgn 4d, 9P 
Sport wgn 4d,  6P 
Sport wgn 4d ,  9P 

P31 Fury (wb 1 1 8.0) 

htp cpe 

1 957 Engines bore x stroke 

L6, 230 . 2  3 .25 x 4 .63 
V8, 277.0 3 . 75 x 3 . 1 3  
V8, 277.0 3 , 75 x 3 . 1 3  
V8, 30 1 .0 3 . 9 1  x 3. 1 3  
V8, 30 1 .0 3 . 9 1  3 . 1 3  
V8, 3 1 8 . 0  3 . 9 1  3 .3 1  

1 958 
LP1 /2-L Plaza (wb 1 1 S.0) 

2 1  c lub sdn 
22  bus cpe 

bhp 

1 25 
1 3 1  
1 80 
1 87 

200 
240 

bhp 

1 32 
1 97 
235 
2 1 5  
235 
290 

Plymouth 

Wght Price Prod 

3 ,228 2 ,025 1 5 1 , 762 
3 , 1 90 1 ,982 57, 927 
3 , 200 2 , 1 30 1 6,473 

3 , 248 2 , 1 09 84 , 2 1 8 
3,343 2 , 28 1  1 7, 5 1 5 
3, 243 2 ,2 1 4  24 ,723 
3 , 435 2 ,478 6,735 

- --

3,373 2 , 1 96 23,866 
3 ,4 1 8  2 ,267 9 ,489 
3 ,470 2 ,3 1 4  33,333 
3 ,5 1 3  2 ,484 1 5, 1 04 

3,650 2 ,866 4 ,485 

avai labi l ity 

S-all exc Fury ,  Belv cony 
O-all exc F u ry ,  Belv cony 
O-Plaza, Savoy , Belvedere 
S-Belv cony ; O-Belv,  Savoy, 
Plaza 
O-all exc F u ry 
S-Fury 

Wght Price Prod 

3 , 235 1 ,899 2 ,874 
3 , 333 2 ,050 70,248 
3 ,245 2 ,009 49, 1 37 

3,340 2, 1 94 1 53 ,093 
3,428 2 ,3 1 7  7 ,601 
3 ,263 2 , 1 47 55,590 
3 ,33 5  2 ,229 3 1 ,373 

3 ,373 2 ,3 1 0  1 1 0 ,4 1 4  
3 ,428 2 ,4 1 9  37,446 
3 , 288 2 ,264 55,590 
3 ,348 2,349 67,268 
3 , 585 2 ,638 9 ,866 

3 ,620 2 ,330 2 0 , 1 1 1  
3 , 668 2 ,440 1 1 , 1 96 
3 , 753 2 ,494 40,227 
3 ,800 2 ,649 9,357 
3 ,748 2 ,622 1 5, 4 1 4  
3 ,795 2 ,777 7,988 

3 , 595 2 , 92 5  7,438 

avai labi l ity 

S-al l  exc Fury,  Belv conv 
S-Plaza 
O-Plaza 
O ·al l  exc

' 
Fury 

O-al l  exc Fury 
S-Fury 

-- -

Wght Price Prod 

3,253 2 , 1 1 8 39,062 
3 , 245 2,028 1 ,472 
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Wght Price Prod 

4 1  sdn 4d 3,335 2 , 1 69 54, 1 94 

LP1/2-M Savoy (wb 1 1 8.0) 

2 1  club sdn 3,290 2 ,254 1 7 ,624 
23 Sport Coupe htp 3,320 2,329 1 9 ,500 
4 1  sdn 4d 3 ,3 1 0  2 ,305 67,933 
43 Sport Sedan htp 3,393 2 ,400 5 ,060 

LP1 /2-H Belvedere (wb 1 1 8.0) 

2 1  club sdn 3 ,305 2 ,389 4 ,229 
23 Sport Coupe htp 3,325 2 ,457 36,043 
27 conv cpe 3 , 545 2 ,762 9 ,941 
41  sdn 4d 3 ,343 2 ,440 49, 1 24 
43 Sport Sedan htp 3,425 2 ,528 1 8 , 1 94 

LP1/2 Suburban (wb 1 22.0) 

Deluxe wgn 4d 3 ,660 2 ,486 1 5,535 
25 DeLuxe wgn 2d 3 ,560 2 ,432 1 5 ,625 
25 Custom wgn 2d 3 ,630 2 , 553 5,925 
45A Custom wgn 4d , 6P 3 ,665 2 ,607 38,707 
45B Custom wgn 4d, 9P 3 ,763 2 ,747 1 7, 1 58 
45A Sport wgn 4d , 6P 3,680 2 ,760 1 0 ,785 
45B Sport wgn 4d, 9P 3 ,758 2 , 900 1 2 ,385 

LP2-H Fury (wb 1 1 8.0) 

23 htp cpe 3 ,51 0 3 ,067 5 ,303 

1 958 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

l6, 230.2  3 . 2 5 x 4.63 1 32 S-all exc Fury, Belv conv 
V8, 31 8.0 3.91 x 3 . 3 1  225 a-al l  exc Fury 
V8, 3 1 8.0 3 .91  x 3.31  250 a-al l exc Fury 
V8, 3 1 8.0 3.91 x 3. 3 1  290 S-Fury 
V8, 350.0 4 .06 x 3.38 305 a-all 
V8, 350.0 4 .06 x 3.38 3 1 5  a-all (fuel injection) 

1 959 
MP1 /2-L Savoy (wb 1 1 8.0) Wght Price Prod 

2 1  club sdn 3,333 2 ,222 46,979 
22 bus cpe 3 , 1 30 2 , 1 43 1 ,051  
41  sdn  4d 3 ,333 2 ,283 84,272 

MP1 /2-M Belvedere (wb 1 1 8.0) 

2 1  club sdn 3 ,3 1 0  2 , 389 1 3 ,81 6 
23 htp cpe 3 ,3 1 8  2 ,461 23,469 
27 conv cpe 3 , 580 2 ,8 1 4  5 ,063 
41  sdn  4d 3 ,353 2 ,440 67,980 
43 htp sdn 4d 3 ,335 2 ,525 5 ,7 1 3  

MP2-H Fury (wb 1 1 8.0) 

23 htp cpe 3,435 2 ,7 1 4 2 1 ,494 
4 1  sdn 4d 3 ,455 2 ,691  30, 1 49 
43 htp sdn 3 ,505 2 , 77 1  1 3,61 4 

MP2-P Sport Fury (wb 1 1 8.0) 

23 htp cpe 3,475 2 ,927 1 7,867 
27 conv cpe 3 ,670 3 , 1 25 5 ,990 

MP1/2 Suburban (wb 1 22.0) 

25 Deluxe wgn 2d 3 ,625 2 ,694 1 5,074 
25 Custom wgn 2d, 6P 3 ,690 2 ,8 1 4  1 ,852 
45A Deluxe wgn 4d 3 ,675 2 ,761 35,086 
45A Custom wgn 4d, 6P 3 ,678 3 ,881 35,024 
45B Custom wgn 4d, 9P 3 ,775 2 ,991  1 6,993 
45A Sport wgn 4d , 6P 3 ,760 3 ,021  7 ,224 
45B Sport wgn 4d, 9P 3 ,805 3 , 1 3 1  9 ,549 

1 959 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi I Ity 

l6, 230 . 2  3 . 25 x 4.63 1 32 S-Savoy, Belvedere, 
Suburb exc Cus 9P, Sports 

V8, 3 1 8 .0 3 .91  x 3 .31  230 S-Fury ;  a-other exc Sport 
Fury 

V8, 3 1 8.0 3 .91  x 3.31  260 S-Sport Fury; a-others 
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bore x stroke 

V8, 36 1 .0 4 . 1 2 x 3.38 

1 960 
V1 00 Val iant (wb 1 06.5) 

1 1 0 sdn 4d 
1 40 wgn 4d, 6P 

wgn 4d , 9P 

V200 Val iant (wb 1 06.5) 

1 30 sdn 4d 
1 70 wgn 4d,  6P 

wgn 4d, 9P 

PP1 /2-L Savoy (wb 1 1 8.0) 

2 1  club sdn 
4 1  sdn 4d 

PP1 /2-M Belvedere (wb 1 1 8.0) 

2 1  club sdn 
23 htp cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 

PP1 /2-H Fury (wb 1 1 8.0) 

23 htp cpe 
27 conv cpe 
4 1  s d n  4d 
43 htp sdn 

PP1/2 Suburban (wb 1 22.0) 

25 Deluxe wgn 2d 
45 Deluxe wgn 4d 
45 Custom wgn 4d, 6P 
45 Custom wgn 4d, 9P 
45 Sport wgn 4d, 6P 
45 Sport wgn 4d, 9P 

1 960 Engines bore x stroke 

l6, 1 70.0 3 .40 x 3 . 1 3  
l6, 1 70.0 3.40 x 3 . 1 3  
l6, 225.0 3.40 x 4 . 1 3  
V8, 3 1 8 .0 3 .9 1  x 3.31  
V8, 361 .0 4 . 1 2 x 3 .38 

1 961 
V1 00 Valiant (wb 1 06.5) 

1 1 1  sdn sdn 4d 
1 56 wgn 4d 

V200 Valiant (wb 1 06.5) 

1 32 htp cpe 
1 33 sdn 4d 
1 76 wgn 4d 

RP1/2-L Savoy (2b 1 1 8.0) 

2 1 1 sdn 2d,  l6 
3 1 1 sdn 2d,  V8 
2 1 3  sdn 4d, l6 
3 1 3  sdn 4d , V8 

RP1/2-M Belvedere (wb 1 1 8.0) 

2 2 1  s d n  2d,  l6 
321  sdn  2d,  V8 
222 hlp cpe, l6 
322 hlp cpe, V8 
223 sdn 4d, l6 
323 sdn 4d,  V8 

RP1/2-H Fury (wb 1 1 8.0) 

232 hlp cpe, l6 
332 htp cpe, V8 

bhp 

305 

bhp 

1 0 1 
1 48 
1 45 
230 
305 

avai labi l ity 

a-all 

Wght Price Prod 

2 ,635 2 ,053 52,788 
2 ,8 1 5 2 ,365 1 2,01 8  
2, 845 2 ,488 1 ,928 

2 ,655 2 , 1 30 1 06,5 1 5  
2,855 2 ,443 1 6,368 
2 ,860 2 , 566 4 ,675 

3 ,4 1 0  2 , 260 26,820 
3,433 2 ,3 1 0  5 1 , 384 

3,423 2 ,389 6,529 
3 ,438 2 ,64 1 1 4 ,085 
3,448 2 ,439 42, 1 30 

3,465 2 , 599 1 8,079 
3,630 2 ,967 7,080 
3 ,475 2 ,575 2 1 , 292 
3,528 2 ,656 9,036 

3,375 2 ,721  5 ,503 
3,8 1 5  2 ,787 1 8,484 
3 ,890 2 ,880 1 7,308 
3 ,875 2 , 990 8 , 1 1 6  
3 ,895 3 ,024 3,333 
4,020 3 , 1 34 4 ,253 

availabil ity 

S-Valiant 
a-Valiant only 
S-ful l-size only 
S-ful l-size V8 ( PP2) 
a-al l  ful l-size 

Wght 

2 , 590 
2 ,745 

2 ,605 
2 ,600 
2 ,770 

3 , 300 
3,440 
3 ,3 1 0  
3 ,465 

3,300 
3,450 
3 ,320 
3 ,460 
3 ,3 1 5  
3,470 

3,330 
3 ,520 

Price Prod 

2 ,0 1 4  25 ,695 
2 ,327 6 ,71 7 

2 , 1 37 1 8, 586 
2 , 1 1 0  59,056 
2 ,423 1 0,794 

2 . 26n:= ' 8 729 
2 , 379 ' 

2 ,3 1 0  
44 9 1 3  

2 ,430 ' 

2 ,389 
2 , 508 

4,740 

2 ,461  
2 ,580 

9,591 

2,43 
40,090 

2,559 

2 ,59il--- 1 6 1 41 
2 ,7 1 8  ' 



233 sdn 4d,  l6 
333 sdn 4d , V8 
234 htp sdn,  l6 
334 htp sdn , V8 
335 conv cpe, V8 
RP1/2 Suburban (wb 1 22.0) 

255 Deluxe wgn 2d, l6 
355 Deluxe wgn 2d , V8 
256 Deluxe wgn 4d, l6 
356 Deluxe wgn 4d, V8 
266 Custom wgn 4d, l6 
366 Custom wgn 4d, V8 
367 Custom wgn 4d, 9P,  V8 
376 Sport wgn 4d, 6P, V8 
377 Sport wgn 4d, 9P, V8 
1 961  Engines bore x stroke bhp 

l6, 1 70.0 3 .40 x 3 . 1 3  1 0 1 
l6, 1 70.0 3 .40 x 3. 1 3  1 48 
l6, 225.Q 3 .40 x 4 . 1 3  1 45 
V8, 3 1 8 .0  3 .91  x 3 .3 1  230 
V8, 3 1 8 .0  3 .91  x 3 .3 1  260 
V8, 36 1 .0 4 . 1 2 x 3. 38 305 -
V8, 383 .0 4.25 x 3.38 330 

1 962 
SV1 -L Val iant V1 00 (wb 1 06.5) 

1 1 1  sdn 2d 
1 1 3 sdn 4d 
1 56 wgn 4d 
SV1 -H Val iant V200 (wb 1 06.5) 

1 3 1  sdn 2d 
1 33 sdn 4d 
1 76 wgn 4d 
SV1 -P Valiant Signet (wb 1 06.5) 

1 42 htp cpe 

SP1 /2-L Savoy (wb 1 1 5.0) 

2 1 1 sdn 2d,  l6 
3 1 1 sdn 2d ,  V8 
2 1 3  sdn 4d , l6 
3 1 3 sdn 4d ,  V8 
SP1/2-M Belvedere (wb 1 1 6.0) 

221 sdn 2d, l6 
321 sdn 2d ,  V8 
222 htp cpe, l6 
322 htp cpe, V8 
223 sdn 4d,  l6 
323 sdn 4d, V8 
SP1/2-H Fury (wb 1 1 6.0) 

232 htp cpe, l6 
332 htp cpe, V8 
233 sdn 4d, l6 
333 sdn 4d ,  V8 
334 hlp sdn ,  V8 
335 conv cpe, V8 

SP2-P Sport Fury (wb 1 1 6.0) 

342 hlp cpe, V8 
345 conv cpe, V8 
SP1/2 Suburban (wb 1 1 6.0)* 

256 Savoy wgn 4d, l6 
356 Savoy wgn 4d,  V8 

Wght 

3,350 
3,5 1 5 
3,390 
3,555 
3,535 

3,675 
3,845 
3,7 1 5  
3,885 
3,730 
3,885 
3,985 
3 ,890 
3,995 

Price Prod 

2'57� 
2, 694 22,61 9 
2 ,656 8 507 2,775 ' 
2 ,967 6,948 

- -=-2 ,602 �2 464 2,7�l- ' 
2,668 1--1 2 980 2 ,7�� , 
2 ,761 
2 ,880 1---1 3 ,553 
2,99� 
3,024 2 ,844 
3, 1 34 3,088 

avai labi l ity 

S-Valiant 
O-Val iant only 
S-ful l-size only 
S-full-size eights ( RP2 ) 
O-full-size with TorqueFl ite 
O-full-size exc PowerFlite or 
air cond 
O-full-size exc PowerFlite or 
air cond 

Wght 

2,480 
2 ,500 
2,660 

2,500 
2 ,51 0 
2 ,690 

2 ,51 5 

2 ,930 
3 ,080 
2,960 
3 , 1 1 5  

2,930 
3,070 
2,945 
3 ,075 
2,960 
3,095 

2,960 
3, 1 05 
2,990 
3, 1 25 
3, 1 90 
3 ,2 1 0  

3, 1 95 
3,295 

3,225 
3,390 

Price Prod 

1 ,930 1 9 ,679 
1 , 991 33, 769 
2,285 5 ,932 

2,026 8,484 
2,087 55,789 
2,381 8 ,055 

2,230 25,586 

2,20!t=' 8 825 2 ,31 3 ' 
2 ,262 49 777 2,369 ' 

-:..;;::. 2,342 1---3 1 28 2 ,4�� , 

2,431 1-- 5 086 2 ,53!L ' 
2,399 f--3 1  263 2,50L ' 

2 ,58fl=:9 589 2,693 ' 
2 ,563 1 7 53 1  2 ,670 ' 
2 ,742 5 ,995 
2,924 4 ,349 

2 ,851 4 ,039 
3,082 1 ,5 1 6 

:;:J 2,6°,ir- 1 2 7 1 0  2 ,71  ' 

Wght 

266 Belvedere wgn 4d , 6P, l6 3,245 
366 Belvedere wgn 4d , 6P, V8 3,390 
367 Belvedere wgn 4d, 9P, V8 3,440 
376 Fury wgn 4d , 6P, V8 3,395 
377 F u ry wgn 4d , 9P, V8 3,455 

Plymouth 

Price Prod -
2,70�9 78 1  2 ,8 1 5 ' 
2 ,9 1 7  4 , 1 68 
2 ,968 2,352 
3,071 2 ,4 1 1 

'Due to factory numbering i n  1 962, model names such as "Savoy" were 
l isted as body style names. This practice occurred in 1 962 only. 

1 962 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp 

l6, 1 70.0 3 .40 x 3 . 1 3  1 0 1 
l6, 225.0 3 .40 x 4 . 1 3  1 45 
V8, 3 1 8 .0 3 .91  x 3. 3 1  230 
V8, 31 8.0 3.91 x 3.31  260 
V8, 36 1 .0 4 . 1 2 x 3 .38 305 

1 963 
TV1 -L Valiant V 1 00 (wb 1 06.0) 

1 1 1  sdn 2d 
1 1 3 sdn 4d 
1 56 wgn 4d 
TV1 -H Val iant V200 (wb 1 06.0) 

1 31 sdn 2d 
1 33 sdn 4d 
1 35 conv cpe 
1 76 wgn 4d 
TV1 -P Valiant Signet 200 (wb 1 06.0) 

1 42 htp cpe 
1 45 conv cpe 

TP1 /2-L Savoy (wb 1 1 6.0) 

2 1 1 sdn 2d, l6 
3 1 1 sdn 2d, V8 
2 1 3  sdn 4d, l6 
3 1 3  s d n  4d, V8 
256 wgn 4d, 6P, l6 
356 wgn 4d, 6P, V8 
257 wgn 4d, 9P, l6 
357 wgn 4d, 9P, V8 
TP1 /2-M Belvedere (wb 1 1 6.0) 

221 sdn 2d , L6 
321 sdn 2d, V8 
222 htp cpe, l6 
322 htp cpe, V8 
223 sdn 4d , l6 
323 sdn 4d, V8 
366 wgn 4d, 6P, V8 
367 wgn 4d, 9P,  V8 
TP1 /2-H Fury (wb 1 1 6.0) 

232 htp cpe, l6 
332 htp cpe, V8 
233 sdn 4d, l6 
333 sdn 4d ,  V8 
334 htp sdn ,  V8 
335 conv cpe, V8 
376 wgn 4d , 6P, V8 
377 .wgn 4d, 9 P ,  V8 
TP2-P Sport Fury (wb 1 1 6.0) 

342 htp cpe, V8 
345 conv cpe, V8 
1 963 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

l6, 1 70.0 3 .40 x 3 . 1 3  1 0 1  
l6, 225.0 3 .40 x 4. 1 3  1 45 
V8, 3 1 8 .0 3.91  x 3.31  230 
V8, 361 .0 4. 1 2 x 3 .38 265 
V8, 383.0  4.25 x 3 .38 330 

avai labi l ity 

S-Valiant 
S-SP 1 ; O-Valiant 
S-al l  SP2 exc Sport Fury 
O-all  SP2 exc Sport Fury 
S-Sport Fury ;  O-other SP2 
exc w/PowerFlite or AC 

Wght 

2 ,51 5 
2 ,535 
2,700 

2 ,51 5 
2 ,555 
2,640 
2,7 1 5  

2 ,570 
2,675 

2,980 
3,200 
3,020 
3,220 
3,325 
3,475 
3 ,375 
3,560 

3,000 
3 ,2 1 5  
3,025 
3 , 1 90 
3,020 
3,235 
3,490 
3,585 

3,030 
3,2 1 5  
3,075 
3,265 
3,295 
3,340 
3 ,545 
3,590 

3,235 
3 ,385 

Price Prod 

1 ,9 1 0  32,76 1 
1 ,973 54,6 1 7 
2,268 1 1 ,864 

2,035 1 0 ,605 
2 ,097 57,029 
2,340 7, 1 22 
2,392 1 1 , 1 47 

2 ,230 30,857 
2,454 9, 1 54 

2,206 
2 3 1 3  r--20,281 
2 : 262 
2,369 1--56,3 1 3  
2 ,609 
2 71 7  1-- 1 2,874 
2 :7 1 0  
2 8 1 8  1-- 4 ,342 

, . =-

2,342 
2,450 1---6,21 8 
2,431 
2 538 1--9,204 , 

'. =-2,399 1--54 929 2 ,50L ' 
2,8 1 5  1 0,297 
2,9 1 7  4 ,0 1 2  

2,588== 1 3  832 2 ,693 ' 
2,563 3 1  891  2 ,670 ' 
2,742 1 1 ,887 
2 ,924 5,221 
2 ,968 3,304 
3,071 3 ,368 

2,85 1 1 1 ,483 
3 ,082 3,836 

avai labi l ity 

S-Valiant 
S-all T P 1 ; O-Valiant 
S-all TP2 
O-al l  TP2 
O-al l  TP2 

I ' 
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Plymouth 

1 964 
W 1 -L Valiant V 1 00 (wb 1 06.0) 

1 1 1  sdn 2d 
1 1 3 sdn 4d 
1 56 wgn 4d 

VV1 -H Val iant V200 (wb 1 06.0) 
- -

1 3 1  sdn 2d 
1 33 sdn 4d 
1 35 cony cpe 
1 76 wgn 4d 

--

W 1 -P Valiant Signet 200 (wb 1 06.0) 

1 42 htp cpe 
1 45 cony cpe 
1 49 Barracuda htp cpe 

----

VP1/2-L Savoy (wb 1 1 6.0) 
---

2 1 1 sdn 2d, L6 
3 1 1 sdn 2d,  V8 
2 1 3  sdr, 4d ,  L6 
3 1 3  sdn 4d,  V8 
2 56 wgn 4d,  6P, L6 
356 wgn 4d,  6P, V8 
257 wgn 4d,  9P, L6 
357 wgn 4d, 9P, V8 

VP1 /2-M Belvedere (wb 1 1 6.0) 

22 1 sdn 2d,  L6 
321  sdn 2d, V8 
222 htp cpe , L6 
322 htp cpe , V8 
223 sdn 4d,  L6 
323 sdn 4d, V8 
366 wgn 4d,  6P, V8 
367 wgn 4d, 9P, V8 

VP1/2-H Fury (wb 1 1 6.0) 

232 htp cpe , L6 
332 htp cpe , V8 
233 sdn 4d, L6 
333 sdn 4d , V8 
334 htp sdn ,  V8 
335 cony cpe, V8 
376 wgn 4d, 6P, V8 
377 wgn 4d, 9P, V8 

VP2-P Sport Fury (wb 1 1 6.0) 

342 htp cpe, V8 
345 cony cpe. V8 

::: 1 964 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 1 70 .0 3 . 40 x 3 . 1 3  1 0 1 
L6, 225.0 3 . 40 x 4 . 1 3  1 45 
V8 , 273.0 3.62 x 3 . 3 1  1 80 
V8, 3 1 8 .0 3 .91  x 3.31  230 
V8, 36 1 .0 4 . 1 2 x 3.38 265 
V8, 383 .0  4 .25 x 3.38 330 
V8, 426.0 4 . 25 x 3 .75 365 

1 965 
AV1 -L Valiant 1 00 (wb 1 06.0)* 

V 1 1 sdn 2d 
V 1 3  sdn 4d 
V56 wgn 4d 

AV1 -H Valiant 200 (wb 1 06.0)" 

V3 1 sdn 2d 
V33 sdn 4d 
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Wght 

2 ,540 
2 ,575 
2 , 725 

2 , 545 
2 , 570 
2 ,670 
2 ,730 

2 ,600 
2,690 
2 ,740 

2 ,990 
3 ,205 
3,040 
3,2 1 0  
3,345 
3 ,495 
3,400 
3,600 

3 ,000 
3 ,2 1 0  
3 ,0 1 0 
3, 1 90 
3 ,065 
3 , 225 
3 ,5 1 0  
3,605 

3,040 
3,2 1 2  
3 ,045 
3 , 230 
3 ,300 
3,345 
3,530 
3,630 

3 ,270 
3 ,405 

Price Prod 

1 ,921  35 ,403 
1 ,992 44,208 
2 ,273 1 0 ,759 

2 ,044 1 1 ,0 1 3  
2 , 1 1 2  63,828 
2,349 5 ,856 
2 ,388 1 1 , 1 46 

2 ,256 37,736 
2 ,473 7,636 
2 ,365 23,443 

2 ,224 
f---2 1  326 

2 ,33£.. ' 
2 ,280 r--5 1  024 
2 ,388 ' 

- ::-2 ,620 f----; 2 40 1  
2 ,728 ' 

--:-2 ,721  
-- 3 24 2  

2 ,82� 
, 

' r> 

2 ,359 1---5 364 
2 ,466 ' 

2 ,444 

2 55 1  
f---1 6,334 

, . =--2 ,4 1 7  f--5
7 307 

2 , 524... ' 
2 ,826 1 0,3 1 7 
2 ,928 4 2, 1 07 

2 '59�36 303 
2 ,706 ' 

2 , 573 34 901 
2 ,680 ' 

2 ,752 1 3 , 7 1 3  
2 ,937 5 , 1 73 
2 ,98 1  3 ,646 
3,084 4,482 

2 ,864 23,695 
3,095 3 ,858 

avai labi l ity 

S-Valiant 
S-VP 1 ;  O-Valiant 
O-Valiant 
S-all VP2 
O-al l  exc Valiant 
O-al l exc Valiant 
O-al l exc Valiant 

Wght Price Prod 

2 , 560 2,004 40,434 
2 , 590 2 ,075 42,857 
2 , 750 2 ,361 1 0 ,822 

2 , 570 2 , 1 27 8 ,9 1 9  
2 ,605 2 , 1 95 4 1 ,642 

V35 
V78 

cony cpe 
wgn 4d 

-- -

AV-1 P Val iant Signet (wb 1 06.0)* 
-

V42 htp cpe 
V45 cony cpe 

AV1 -P Barracuda (wb 1 06.0)* 
--

V89 htp cpe 
- -

Belvedere I (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  SS-1 1 5.0) 

R01 Super Stock htp cpe 
R 1 1 sdn 2d 
R 1 3  sdn 4d 
R56 wgn 4d 

Belvedere I I  (wb 1 1 6.0) 

R32 htp cpe 
R33 sdn 4d 
R35 cony cpe 
R76 wgn 4d, 6P 
R77 wgn 4d,  9P 

Satell ite (wb 1 1 6.0) 

R42 htp cpe 
R45 cony cpe 

Fury I (wb 1 1 9.0 ;  wgns· 1 2 1 .0) 

P1 1 sdn 2d 
P 1 3  sdn 4d 
P56 wgn 4d 

Fury I I  (wb 1 1 9.0 ;  wgn· 1 2 1 .0) 

P21 sdn 2d 
P23 sdn 4d 
P66 wgn 4d, 6P 
P67 wgn 4d ,  9P 

Fury I I I  (wb 1 1 9.0 ;  wgns· 1 2 1 .0) 

P32 htp cpe 
P33 sdn 4d 
P34 htp sdn 
P35 cony cpe 
P76 wgn 4d ,  6P 
P77 wgn 4d ,  9P 

Sport Fury (wb 1 1 9.0) 

P42 htp cpe 
P45 cony cpe 

Wght Price Prod 

2 ,695 2,437 2 ,769 
2 ,755 2 ,476 6 , 1 33 

2 ,620 2 , 340 1 0,999 
2 ,725 2 , 56 1  2 ,578 

2,725 2 ,487 64 ,596 

3 , 1 70 4 ,671  
3 ,088 2 ,226 1 2, 536 
3, 1 53 2 ,265 35,968 
3,423 2 , 562 8 ,338 

3, 1 23 2 ,378 24 ,924 
3 , 1 28 2,352 4 1 ,445 
3,230 2, 597 1 ,921  
3,425 2 ,649 5,908 
3 ,488 2 ,747 3,294 

3,220 2 ,649 23,341 
3 ,325 2 ,869 1 ,860 

3,5 1 8 2 ,376 1 7, 294 
3,573 2,430 48 ,575 
4 ,030 2 ,776 1 3 ,360 

3 , 525 2 ,478 4 , 1 09 
3,573 2 , 532 43,350 
4 , 1 35 2 ,948 1 2,853 
4 , 1 60 3,05 1 6,445 

3,563 2 ,691  43 ,251  
3 , 595 2 ,684 50,725 
3,690 2 ,863 2 1 ,367 
3,7 1 0  3 ,048 5,524 
4 , 1 40 3 ,090 8,931 
4 , 200 3 , 1 93 9,546 

3 ,7 1 5  2 ,960 38,348 
3 ,755 3 , 209 6,272 

*Factory quoted only V8 Val iant prices this year, which are given along with 
V8 weights. For sixes, deduct approximately $ 1 28 .  

1 965 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

L6, 1 70 .0 3 . 40 x 3 . 1 3  1 0 1 S-Valiant 
L6, 225.0 3 . 40 x 4. 1 3  1 45 S-Barracuda, Furys,  Belv; 

O-Valiant 
V8, 273.0 3 .62 x 3. 3 1  1 80 S-Satell ite; O-Valiant, 

Barracuda, Belvedere 
V8, 273.0 3.62 x 3. 3 1  235 O-Valiant, Barracuda 
V8, 3 1 8 .0 3 .91  x 3. 3 1  230 S-Furys ; O-Belvedere, 

Satel l ite 
V8, 361 .0 4 . 1 2 x 3 .38 265 O-Belvedere, Satel l ite 
V8 , 383.0 4 .25 x 3 .38 270 O-Belv, Satel lite, Furys 
V8, 383.0 4 . 2 5 x 3 .38 330 O-Belv, Satell ite, F u rys 
V8, 426.0 4 .25 x 3 .75 365 S-Belv I SS; O-Belvedere, 

Satellite, Furys 
V8, 426.0 4 .25 x 3 .75 425 O-Belvedere I Super Stock 

1 966 
BV1 /2-L Valiant 1 00 (wb 1 06.0) Wght Price Prod 

2 1  sdn 2d 2 ,700 2 ,025 3 5,787 



Plymouth 

Wght Price Prod 1 967 
- -----

4 1  sdn 4d 2 ,725 2 , 095 36,031 CV1 /2-L Val iant 1 00 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 
----- -- -

45 wgn 4d 2 , 648 2 ,387 6 ,838 2 1  sdn 2d 2 ,738 2 , 1 1 7  29,093 

BV1 /2-H Valiant 200 (wb 1 06.0) 4 1  s d n  4 d  2 , 753 2 , 1 63 46,638 
- -

4 1  s d n  4d 2 ,728 2 ,226 39,392 CV1 /2-H Val iant Signet (wb 1 08.0) 
45 wgn 4d 2 ,883 2 ,502 4,537 2 1  sdn 2d 2 , 765 2 ,262 6 ,843 

BV1 /2-H Val iant Signet (wb 1 06.0) 41 sdn 4d 2 ,750 2 .308 26,395 

23 htp cpe 2 ,735 2 ,261  1 3 ,045 CV1 /2-P Barracuda (wb 1 08.0) 
27 cony cpe 2 , 830 2 ,527 2 ,507 23 htp cpe 2 , 793 2,449 28, 1 96 

BV1 /2-P Barracuda (wb 1 06.0) 27 cony cpe 2 ,903 2 . 779 4 ,228 
29  fstbk cpe 2 ,878 2 ,639 30 , 1 1 0  

29  h tp  cpe 2 ,865 2 , 556 38,029 

BR1 /2-L Belvedere I (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  wgn-1 1 7.0) 
CR1 /2-E Belvedere (wb 1 1 7.0) 

45 wgn 4d 3 ,543 2 , 579 5,477 
2 1  sdn 2d 3 ,095 2 , 277 9,381 
41  sdn 4d 3, 1 25 2 ,3 1 5  3 1 ,063 CR1 /2-L Belvedere I (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  wgn-1 1 7.0) 
45 wgn 4d 3 ,523 2 ,605 8, 200 2 1  sdn 2d 3,095 2 ,3 1 8  4 ,71 8 

BR1 /2-H Belvedere II (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  wgn-1 1 7.0) 41 sdn 4d 3 , 1 25 2 ,356 1 3, 988 
45 wgn 4d 3 ,553 2 , 652 3 , 1 72 

23 htp cpe 3 , 1 23 2 ,430 36,644 
2 7  cony cpe 3,200 2 ,644 2 , 502 CR1 /2-H Belvedere I I  (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  wgn-1 1 7.0) 

4 1  sdn 4d 3 , 1 1 5  2 ,405 49,94 1 23 htp cpe 3, 1 30 2 ,457 34,550 
45 wgn 4d,  6P 3 ,525 2 ,695 8 ,667 27 cony cpe 3 ,205 2 , 695 1 ,552 
46 wgn 4d,  9P 3,6 1 8  2 ,804 4 ,726 41  sdn 4d 3 , 1 1 8  2 ,434 42 ,694 

BR2-P Satel l ite (wb 1 1 6.0) 45 wgn 4d,  6P 3 ,553 2 ,729 5 ,583 
46 wgn 4d, 9P 3,595 2 ,836 3 ,968 

23 htp cpe 3 ,255 2 ,695 35,399 
27 cony cpe 3 ,320 2 ,9 1 0  2 ,759 CR2-P Satel l ite (wb 1 1 6.0) 

BP1/2-L Fury I (wb 1 1 9.0 ;  wgn-1 21 .0) 23 htp cpe 3 ,265 2 ,747 30,328 
27 cony cpe 3 ,335 2 ,986 2 ,050 

2 1  sdn 2d 3 , 5 1 8 2 ,426 1 2 ,538 
4 1  s d n  4d 3 ,570 2,479 39,698 CR2-P Belvedere GRX (wb 1 1 6.0)* 

45 wgn 4d 4 ,048 2 ,836 9 , 690 23 htp cpe 3 , 545 3 , 1 78 

BP1 /2-M Fury II (wb 1 1 9.0 ;  wgn-1 2 1 .0) 27 cony cpe 3 ,6 1 5  3 ,4 1 8  

2 1  sdn 2d 3 ,530 2 ,526 2 , 503 CP1 I2-E Fury I (wb 1 1 9.0 ;  wgn-1 22.0) 

4 1  s d n  4d 3 ,573 2 ,579 55,0 1 6  2 1  sdn 2d 3 ,493 2 ,473 6 ,647 
45 wgn 4d ,  6P 4 , 1 45 2 ,986 1 0,71 8 4 1  s d n  4d 3 ,533 2 , 5 1 7 29,354 
46 wgn 4d,  9P 4 , 1 75 3 , 087 5 ,580 45 wgn 4d 4 ,000 2 ,884 6 ,067 

BP1 /2-H Fury III (wb 1 1 9.0 ;  wgn-1 21 .0) CP1 /2-L Fury I I  (wb 1 1 9.0 ;  wgn-1 22.0) 

23 htp cpe 3 ,578 2 ,724 4 1 ,869 2 1  sdn 2d 3,490 2 ,571  2 , 783 
27 cony cpe 3 ,720 3 ,074 4 ,326 41  sdn 4d 3 ,526 2 ,6 1 4  45,673 
4 1  sdn 4d 3 ,2 1 7  2 ,7 1 8  46,505 45 wgn 4d , 6P 4 ,045 3 ,021  1 0 ,736 
43 htp sdn 3 ,730 2 ,893 33,922 46 wgn 4d,  9P 4 , 1 1 0  3 , 1 22 5 ,649 
4 5  w g n  4 d ,  6P 4, 1 55 3 , 1 1 5  9 ,239 

CP1 /2-M Fury I I I  (wb 1 1 9.0 ;  wgn-1 22.0) 46 wgn 4d , 9P 4 , 1 65 3 ,2 1 6  1 0,886 

BP2-P Sport Fury (wb 1 1 9.0) 23 htp cpe 3,535 2 ,872 37 ,448 
2 7  cony cpe 3 , 670 3 , 1 1 8  4 ,523 

23 htp cpe 3 ,730 3 ,006 32 ,523 4 1  sdn 4d 3 ,555 2 ,746 52 ,690 
27 cony cpe 3 ,755 3 , 2 5 1  3 ,4 1 8  43 htp sdn 3,650 2 ,922  43,61 4  

VP2-H VIP (wb 1 1 9.0)* 45 wgn 4d, 6 P  4 ,080 3 , 1 44 9,270 
46 wgn 4d, 9P 4 , 1 35 3 , 245 1 2, 533 

23  htp  cpe 3 ,700 3 , 069 
43 htp sdn 3 ,780 3 , 1 33 CP2-H Sport Fury (wb 1 1 9.0) 

* I ncluded with Fury I I I .  23 hlp cpe 3 , 630 3,033 
28 ,448 

23 fstbk htp cpe 3,705 3,062 
1 966 Eng ines bore x stroke bhp availab i l ity 27 cony cpe 3 ,645 3,279 3 , 1 33 

L6, 1 70.0 3 . 40 x 3 . 1 3  1 0 1 S-Valianl CP2-P VIP (wb 1 1 9.0) 
L6, 2 25.0 3 . 40 x 4 . 1 3  1 45 S-Brcda, Belv exc Satel lite, 

Fury sdn s/wgns, Fury 1 1 1 43 ;  23  h lp  cpe 3 ,705 3 , 1 82 7 ,9 1 2 

O-Val 43 htp sdn 3 ,660 3 , 1 1 7  1 0,830 

V8, 273.0 3 .62 x 3. 3 1  1 80 S-Sat; O-Belv, Brcda, Val " Included with Satel l ite. 
V8, 273.0 3.62 x 3. 3 1  2 3 5  O-Brcda ,  Val iant e x c  wgns 

1 967 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity V8, 3 1 8 .0  3 .9 1  x 3 .3 1  2 30 S-VIP,  Spt Fury ,  Fury I I  
wgns, Fury I I I  conv/htp/wgn ;  L6, 1 70.0 3 . 40 x 3. 1 3  1 1 5 S-Valiant 
O-Fury, Belv L6, 225.0 3 . 40 x 4 . 1 3  1 45 S-CR2 exc Sat/GTX,  Fury 

V8, 361 .0 4 . 1 2 x 3.38 265 O-Belvedere, Satell ite sdns, Fury I wgn, Fury I I I  
V8, 383.0 4 . 2 5 x 3.38 325 O-V I P ,  Furys, Belv, Sal htp, Brcda ;  O-Val 
V8, 426.0 4 .25 x 3 . 75 425 O-Belv, Sat  exc wgns V8, 273.0 3 .62 3 .31  1 80 S-CR2 exc GTX,  Brcda ,  Val 
V8, 440.0 4.32 x 3.75 365 O-VIP,  Fury s  V8, 273.0 3 .62 x 3. 3 1  2 3 5  O-Valiant, Barracuda 

339 



Plymouth 

bore x stroke bhp avai labi I ity 
- -

V8. 3 1 8 0 3 .91 � 3 3 1 230 S-Furys; O-Belv exe GTX 
V8. 383 0 4 .25 ' 3 .38 270 O-Furys; Belv exe GTX 
V8. 383 .0 4.25 " 3 .38 280 O-Barraeuda 
V8. 383 0 4 25 · 3 38 325 O-Breda, Furys, Belv exe 

GTX 
V8. 426 0 4 .25 ' 3.75 425 O-Belvedere GTX 
V8. 440.0  4.32 · 3.75 350 O-Fury wgns 
V8. 440 .0 4.32 · 3 75 375 S-GTX ; O-Furys exe wgns 

1 968 
VL Valiant 1 00 (wb 1 08.0)* Wght Price Prod 

2 1  sdn 2d 2 ,733 2,254 3 1 , 1 78 
41  sdn 4d 2 ,763 2,301 49,446 
VH Valiant Signet (wb 1 08.0) 

21 sdn 2d 2,745 2 ,400 6,265 
41 sdn 4d 2 ,768 2 ,447 23,906 
VH Barracuda (wb 1 08.0) 

23 hlp epe 2 ,81 0 2 ,605 1 9 ,997 
27 eonv epe 2 ,923 2,907 2,840 
29 fstbk epe 2,895 2 ,762 22,575 
RL Belvedere (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  wgn-1 1 7.0) 

2 1  epe 3,050 2,444 1 5,702 
41  sdn 4d 3,080 2,483 1 7, 2 1 4  
45 wgn 4d 3,553 2 ,773 8,982 
RH Satel l ite (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  wgn-1 1 7.0) 

23 hlp epe 3,070 2 ,594 46,539 
27 eonv epe 3, 1 88 2 ,824 1 ,77 1 
41  sdn 4d 3,080 2,572 42 ,309 
45 wgn 4d, 6P 3,605 2,891 1 2 ,097 
46 wgn 4d, 9P 3,625 2 ,998 1 0,883 
RP Sport Satel l i te (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  wgn-1 1 7.0) 

23 hlp epe 3, 1 55 2 ,822 21 , 0 1 4  
2 7  eonv epe 3,285 3,036 1 ,523 
45 wgn 4d, 6P 3,6 1 0  3 , 1 3 1  
46 wgn 4d, 9P 3,685 3,239 
RM Road Runner (wb 1 1 6.0) 

2 1  epe 3,440 2,896 29,240 
23 htp epe 3,455 3,034 1 5,359 
RS GTX (wb 1 1 6.0) 

23 htp epe 3,470 3,355 1 7,9 1 4 
27 eonv epe 3,595 3,590 1 ,026 
PE Fury I (wb 1 1 9.0) 

2 1  sdn 2d 3,480 2 ,61 7 5,788 
41 sdn 4d 3,653 2,660 23,208 
PL Fury I I  (wb 1 1 9.0) 

21 sdn 2d 3 ,488 2 ,7 1 5  3 , 1 1 2  
41  sdn 4d 3,533 2 ,757 49,423 
PM Fury I I I  (wb 1 1 9.0) 

23 hlp epe 3,538 2,9 1 2 60,472 23 fSlbk hlp epe "PX" 3,528 2 ,932 
27 eonv epe 3,680 3 ,236 4,483 
41  sdn 4d 3,545 2,890 57,899 
43 hlp sdn 3 ,635 3,067 45, 1 47 
PH Sport Fury (wb 1 1 9.0) 

23 hlp epe 3,620 3,206 6,642 
23 fslbk hlp epe "PS" 3,6 1 5  3,225 1 7,073 
27 eonv epe 3,7 1 0  3,425 2 ,489 
PP VIP (wb 1 1 9.0) 

23 fSlbk hlp epe 3,6 1 5  3 ,260 6,768 
43 htp sdn 3,655 3,326 1 0,745 

340 

DP Suburban (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 
--

45 wgn 4d 3,990 3,048 6 ,749 
45 Custom wgn 4d, 6P 4,045 3 ,252 1 7.078 
46 Custom wgn 4d, 9P 4,090 3,353 9,954 
45 Sport wgn 4d . 6P 4,055 3 ,442 9,203 
46 Sport wgn 4d, 9P 4 , 1 00 3 ,543 1 3 ,224 
' I ncludes "Val iant 200" trim option. 
" Sport Satell ite wagon included with Satel l i te wagon. 
-- ---

1 968 Engi nes 

L6, 1 70 .0 
L6, 225 .0 

V8, 273.0 

V8, 31 8 .0 

V8, 340.0 
V8, 383 .0 
V8, 383 .0  
V8, 383 .0 

V8, 383 .0 
V8, 426 .0 
V8, 440.0 
V8, 440 .0 

1 969 

bore x stroke 

3 .40 / 3 . 1 3  
3.40 ,.< 4 . 1 3  

3 .62 )( 3 .3 1  

3 .9 1 ,.< 3 .3 1  

4 .04 ,.< 3 .3 1  
4.25 x 3.38 
4 .25 x 3.38 
4 .25 x 3.38 

4 .25 x 3.38 
4 .25 x 3 .75 
4.32 x 3.75 
4.32 x 3 .75 

VL Valiant 1 00 (wb 1 08.0)* 

2 1  sdn 2d 
41  sdn 4d 
VH Valiant Signet (wb 1 08.0) 

2 1  sdn 2d 
4 1  sdn 4d 
VH Barracuda (wb 1 08.0) 

23 htp epe 
27 eonv epe 
29 fstbk htp epe 

bhp 

1 1 5  
1 45 

1 90 

230 

275 
290 
300 
330 

335 
425 
375 
350 

RL Belvedere (wb 1 1 6.0;  wgn-1 1 7.0) 

2 1  epe 
41 sdn rd 
45 wgn 4d 
RH Satel l ite (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  wgn-1 1 7.0) 

23 htp epe 
27 eonv epe 
41  sdn 4d 
45 wgn 4d, 6P 
46 wgn 4d, 9P 
RP Sport Satel l ite (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  wgn-1 1 7.0) 

23 hlp epe 
27 eonv epe 
41  sdn 4d 
45 wgn 4d, 6P 
45 wgn 4d, 9P 
RM Road Runner (wb 1 1 6.0) 

2 1  epe 
23 hlp epe 
27 eonv epe 
RS GTX (wb 1 1 6.0) 

23 htp epe 
27 eonv epe 
PE Fury I (wb 1 20.0) 

2 1 sdn 2d 
4 1  sdn 4d 

avai labi l ity 

S-Valiant 
S-Breda, Belv, Sat, FIl i i ,  F i l l 
sdn, htps, Suburban ;  O-Val 
O-Val ,  Belv, Sat, Spt Sat 
wgn 
S-Spl Sal, Fury I I I ;  O-Val, 
Breda, Belv, Sal, Spt Sal wgn 
S-Barraeuda Formula S 
O-Belv, Sal, Spt Sat, Furys 
O-Barraeuda Formula S 
O-Belv, Satell ite, Furys, 
Suburbans 
S-Road Runner 
O-Road Runner, GTX 
S-GTX ; O-Fury exe DP 
O-Suburban 

Wght Price Prod 

2,740 2,094 29 ,672 
2 ,760 2, 1 54 49,409 

2,740 2 ,253 6,645 
2,760 2 ,3 1 3  2 1 ,492 

2 ,8 1 5  2 ,780 1 2,757 
2,940 3,082 1 ,442 
2,902 2 ,8 1 3  1 7 ,788 

3,052 2 ,509 7,063 
3,082 2 ,548 1 2,91 4 
3 ,540 2 ,879 7 ,038 

3,080 2,659 38,323 
3,200 2,875 1 , 1 37 
3,087 2 ,635 35,296 
3,540 2,997 5,837 
3 ,61 2 3 , 1 06 4 ,730 

3, 1 56 2 ,883 1 5,807 
3,276 3,08 1 8 1 8 
3 , 1 96 2 ,91 1 5,836 
3,596 3,241 3,221 
3,666 3,350 3, 1 52 

3,435 2,945 33,743 
3,450 3,083 48,549 
3,790 3 ,31 3 2, 1 28 

3 ,465 3,4 1 6  1 4,902 
3,590 3,635 700 

3,501 2,701 4,971 
3,533 2 ,744 1 8,771 



PL Fury II (wb 1 20.0) 

21  sdn  2d 
4 1  sdn 4d 
PM Fury I I I  (wb 1 20.0) 

23 htp cpe 
27 conv cpe 
29 form htp cpe 
4 1  s d n  4d 
43 htp sdn 
PH Sport Fury (wb 1 20 .0) 

23 htp cpe 
27 conv cpe 
29 form htp cpe 

PP VIP (wb 1 20.0) 

23 htp cpe 
29 form htp cpe 
43 htp sdn 

EP Suburban (wb 1 22.0) 

45 wgn 4d 
45 Custom wgn 4d, 6P 
46 Custom wgn 4d , 9P 
45 Sport wgn 4d , 6P 
46 Sport wgn 4d, 9P 

' I ncludes "Val iant 200" trim opt ion. 
1 969 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 1 70.0 3 .40 x 3 . 1 3  1 1 5 
L6, 225.0 3 .40 x 4. 1 3  1 45 

V8, 273.0 3 .62 x 3 . 3 1  1 90 
V8, 3 1 8 .0 3 .91  x 3 .3 1  230 

V8, 340.0 4 .04 x 3 .3 1  275 
V8, 383.0 4.25 x 3 .38 290 

V8, 383.0 4 .25x 3.38 330 

V8, 383.0 4 .25 x 3.38 335 
V8, 426.0  4.25 x 3.75 425 
V8, 440 .0 4.32 x 3. 75 375 
V8, 440.0 4.32 x 3.75 350 

1 970 
VL Val iant (wb 1 08.0) 

29 Duster htp cpe 
4 1  s d n  4d 
VS Val iant Duster 340 (wb 1 08.0) 

29 htp cpe 
BH Barracuda (wb 1 08.0) 

23 hlp cpe 
27 conv cpe 
BP Barracuda Gran Coupe (wb 1 08.0) 

23 htp cpe 
27 cony cpe 
BS 'Cuda (wb 1 08.0) 

23 htp cpe 
27 cony cpe 
RL Belvedere (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  wgn- 1 1 7.0) 

2 1  cpe 
4 1 sdn 4d 
45 wgn 4d 

Wght Pr i ce Prod 
-- -----

3,506 2,8 1 3  3,268 
3 .536 2,84 1 4 1 ,047 

3,5 1 6  3 ,000 44, 1 68 
3,704 3 ,324 4, 1 29 
3,601 3 ,020 22,738 
3 ,54 1  2 ,979 72 ,747 
3,643 3 , 1 55 68,8 1 8  

3 ,603 3,283 1 4 , 1 20 
3 ,729 3 ,502 1 , 579 
3,678 3,303 2, 1 69 

3 ,583 3,382 4,740 
3,668 3,382 1 ,059 
3,663 3 ,433 7,982 

4,056 3 ,231  6,424 
4, 1 03 3,436 1 5,976 
4, 1 48 3 ,527 1 0,2 1 6  
4, 1 23 3,65 1 8,201 
4, 1 73 3 ,7 1 8  1 3,502 

avai labi l ity 

S-Valiant 
S-Brcda,  Belv, Sat, Fury 1/1 1 ;  
O-Valiant 
O-Valiant 
S-Spt Sat, Fury I I I ,  Spt Fury ,  
V IP ,  Suburban 
O-Barracuda 
O-Belv, Sat, Spt Sat, Furys,  
V IP 
O-Brcda, Belv, Sat, Spt  Sat, 
Furys, V IP 
S-Road Runner 
O-Road Runner, GTX 
S-GTX ; O-Furys exc EP 
O-Suburban 

Wght Price Prod 

2,830 2 , 1 72 1 92,375 
2,835 2,250 50,8 1 0  

3, 1 1 0 2 ,547 24,8 1 7 

2,905 2,764 25,65 1 
3,071 3,034 1 ,554 

3,0 1 5 2,934 8 , 1 83 
3 ,090 3, 1 60 596 

3,395 3, 1 64 1 8, 1 80 
3,480 3 ,433 635 

3,095 2,603 4 ,7 1 7  
3, 1 30 2 ,64 1  1 3,945 
3,655 3 ,075 5,584 

Plymouth 

RH Satel l ite (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  wgn-1 1 7.0) Wght Price Prod 
- -- - --

23 htp cpe 3, 1 05 2 ,765 28,200 
27 conv cpe 3,225 3,006 701 
41 sdn 4d 3, 1 25 2,741 30.377 
45 wgn 4d . 6P 3,637 3 , 1 0 1  4 ,204 
46 wgn 4d, 9P 3 ,747 3 ,2 1 1 3,277 

----

RP Sport Satel l ite (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  wgn-1 1 7.0) 
- -

23 htp cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
45 wgn 4d, 6P 
46 wgn 4d,  9P 

RM Road Runner (wb 1 1 6.0) 

21 cpe 
23 htp cpe 
23 Superbird htp cpe 
27 conv cpe 

RS GTX (wb 1 1 6.0) 

23 htp cpe 
PE Fury I (wb 1 20.0) 

21 sdn 2d 
4 1  sdn 4d 
PL Fury I I  (wb 1 20.0) 

21 sdn 2d 
4 1  sdn 4d 
PM Fury '" (wb 1 20.0) 

23 htp cpe 
27 conv cpe 
29 form htp cpe 
4 1  s d n  4d 

PH Sport Fury (wb 1 20.0) 

23 htp cpe 
23 S/23 htp cpe "PS" 
23 GT htp cpe "PP" 
29 form htp cpe 
4 1  sdn 4d 
43 htp sdn 
PL Fury Gran Coupe (wb 1 20.0) 

21 cpe 
FP Suburban (wb 1 22.0) 

45 wgn 4d , 6P 
46 wgn 4d, 9P 
45 Custom wgn 4d, 6P 
46 Custom wgn 4d, 9P 
45 Sport wgn 4d , 6P 
46 Sport wgn 4d, 9P 
' Included with Fury II sdn 2d. 
1 970 Engines bore x stroke 

L6, 1 98.0 3 .40 x 3.64 
L6, 225.0 3 .40 x 4 . 1 3  

V8, 3 1 8 .0 3 .91  x 3 .3 1  

V8, 340.0 4 .04 x 3 .3 1  
V8, 383.0 4.25 x 3.38 
V8, 383.0  4 .25 3 .38 
V8, 383.0 4 .25 x 3 .38 
V8, 426.0 4.25 x 3 .75 
V8, 440.0 4 .32 x 3. 75 
V8, 440.0 4.32 3 .75 
V8, 440.0  4.32 x 3.75 

-- --- --

3 , 1 70 2,988 8 ,749 
3,205 3,0 1 7 3 ,0 1 0  
3 ,675 3 ,345 1 ,975 
3 ,750 3,455 2 , 1 6 1  

----- -- -- - -

3 ,450 2 ,896 1 5, 7 1 6 
3,475 3,034 24,944 
3 ,785 4,298 1 ,920 
3, 550 3, 289 824 

3,5 1 5 3 ,535 7 ,748 

3 ,603 2 ,790 2,353 
3,640 2,825 1 4 ,8 1 3  

3,583 2,903 2 1 ,3 1 6  
3,643 2,922 27,694 

3,6 1 0  3 ,091 2 1 ,373 
3,770 3,4 1 5  1 ,952 
3,645 3,333 1 2 ,367 
3,645 3,069 50,876 

3,630 3,3 1 3 
3,660 3,379 8 ,0 1 8  
3 ,925 3,898 
3,645 3,333 5,688 
3,680 3,291 5 , 1 35 
3 ,705 3,363 6 ,854 

3,864 3 ,833 

4 , 1 25 3 ,303 5 ,300 
4 ,205 3 ,5 1 8  2,250 
4, 1 55 3 ,527 8 ,898 
4,2 1 5  3 ,603 6,792 
4 ,200 3 ,725 4 ,403 
4,260 3,804 9, 1 70 

bhp avai labi l ity 

1 25 S-Valiant, Duster 
1 45 S-Brcda, Belv, Sat, Fury 1 / 1 1 ;  

O-Valiant, Duster 
230 S-Spt Sat, Fury I I I ,  Spt 

Fury, Gr·an Coupe, 
Suburban 

275 S-Duster 340 ; O-'Cuda 
290 O-all exc Valiant 
330 O-all exc Valiant 
335 S-Road Runner, 'Cuda 
425 O-RR ,  'Cuda, GTX 
350 S-Spt Fury GT; O-other Fury 
375 S-GTX; O-'Cuda 
390 O-'Cuda, RR, GTX, PH23 

3 4 1  



Pontiac Pontiac Division of General Motors Corp . 
Pont iac , Michigan 

O f al l the compan ion m akes i nt roduced i n  the 1 920s 
by G M ' s  var ious d iv is i ons,  Pont i ac a lone sur­

vived . Bu i ck 's  M arquette and Oldsmobi le 's  V i k i n g  d i s­
appeared i n  the Depression ; Cad i l l ac 's  LaSal le  l asted 
on ly  unt i l 1 940. But Ponti ac ,  offered by Oak l and beg i n ­
n i ng i n  1 926, outso ld  i ts parent every year. I n  1 932 , 
when G M  decided to d rop its s low sel l ers, Oak l and was 
d iscont inued .  Pont i ac rol led on th rou g h  the Depres­
s ion ,  and was produc ing  about  a q u arter-m i l l ion cars a 
year by 1 940. Pont i ac usu al l y  ran f i fth i n  prod uct ion 
du r i ng  the '40s,  fo l lowi n g  B u i c k  and the " l ow-pri ced 
th ree" (Chevro let ,  Ford,  and P lymouth ) .  In model year 
1 950, i ts best up to that t ime ,  Pont iac prod uced over 
466,000 u n its.  

A l though Pont iac h ad offered a V8 i n  1 932, i t  concen­
trated on ly  on L-head en g i nes from 1 933 to 1 954 , sei l ­
i n g  s i x - and  e ig ht-cyl i nder  mode ls .  I n  1 940 there were 
two l i nes for each eng i n e :  the s i x-cy l i nder  Spec i al and 
DeLuxe ,  and the e ig ht-cyl i nder  DeLuxe and Torpedo.  
Each series offered fou r-passenger cou pes and fou r­
door sedans.  The l i neup al so i nc l u ded the Spec i al s ix­
cyl i n der bus iness coupe and wagon , the DeLuxe 
s ix-cyl i nder "cabri o let "  convert i b le ,  and the DeLuxe 
eig ht-cyl i nder cabr io let and bus iness coupe .  Pont iac 
en g i nes were stu rdy,  smooth-ru n n i n g  u n its del iver i ng  
modest perfo rm ance w i th  reasonab le  economy.  

Sty l i n g  was typ i c a l l y  G M :  pontoon fen de r s ;  a 
rou nded hood ; a d iv ided , hor izonta l-bar g r i l l e .  The d i s­
t i nct ive s i lver streak hood and deck t r im were created 
by desig ner V i rg i l  Exner ,  who wou ld  l ater he l p shape 
the 1 947-49 Studebakers, and the C h rys ler  products of 
the 1 950s. The st reaks had arr ived in the l ate '30s, and 
remai ned a Pont i ac trademar k  th roug h  1 956 . 

I n  keep i n g  with a corporate-wide restyle  for 1 94 1 , 
Pont i ac adopted h i g her ,  cr i sper fenders embel l i shed 
with add i t ional s i lver streaks .  A new body style  that year 
was a fastback sed an .  Si x separate series were offered : 
DeLuxe, Stream l i ner ,  and Custom Torpedos wi th s ix- or  
e ig ht-cyl i nder  eng ines. The DeLuxe Torpedo com­
pr ised the widest range of body styles, i nc l u d i n g  a M et­
ropo l i tan sed an with b l i n d  rear roof q u arters that gave a 
formal appearance. The convert i b le  was appeal i n g ,  
hav ing  c lean , s leek  l i nes and a soft top u n i nterru pted 
by rear s ide w i ndows, a treatment rem i n i scent of ear l ie r  
c u stom-bod ied Packards.  

Pont iac sales were good i n  1 940-2 1 7 ,000 for the 
model year. Sales were better yet the fo l lowi n g  year. 
The DeLuxe ser ies,  offer ing a w ide range of body 
sty les,  accounted for 1 50 ,000 sales .  Pont iac was seen 
as the next step up from Chevy, but was far l ess l uxu r­
iou s than O ldsmobi le  or  Bu ick .  Tri mmed conserva­
t ively ,  it l acked exot ic  bod y styles,  and was carefu l ly 
b u i l t to a pr ice.  Bu t  that pr ice was a compet i t ive one :  
u nder $800 for the cheapest mode l  i n  1 940 and j u st a 
l i tt le  more than that i n  '4 1 . The h i g hest pr ice i n  those 
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two years was $ 1 250 for the wood-bod ied Custom Tor­
pedo stat ion  wagon .  

For 1 942,  Pont iac bu i l t about 84 ,000 cars,  a l l  except 
1 5 ,000 produced in the c losi ng  months of 1 94 1 . Ag ai n  
Pont iac fol lowed G M  sty l i n g  pract ice :  long front fend­
ers  b lend i n g  i n to the front doors,  rounded "d rop-off" 

1940 Torpedo E ight fou r-door sedan 
• 

1940 Torpedo E ight sport coupe 

1941 Custom Torpedo E ight  fou r-door sedan 

1941 Custom Torpedo E ight Deluxe stat ion wagon 



rear fenders .  an d a g audy g r i l l e .  Cons i derab le  model  
shu ff l i n g  occu rred . The '42 l i n e i n c l uded o n l y  the To r ­
ped o on the 1 1 9 - i nch  wheel base and Stream l i ner  on the  
1 22 - i n c h  wheel base . Eac h  was av ai l ab le  w i th e i ther  a 
s i x- o r  e i g ht-cy l i nder eng i n e .  Stream l i ner  was broken 
down i n to stand ard and C h i eft ai n su b-ser ies ,  each of 
w h i c h  offered a coupe ,  sed an . and wag o n .  C h ieftai ns 
cost $50 more than the stan d ard St ream l i n er ,  w h i c h  was 
pr iced h i g her  than the Torped o .  The e i g ht-cy l i nder op­
t ion cost on ly  $25 more than the s i x . Prod uct ion  spl i t  

1 94 1  C ustom Torpedo E i ght th ree-passenger cou pe 

1942 Torpedo E i ght fou r-door sedan 

1 946 Torpedo E i ght convert ib le  

1 946 Stream l i ner  E i ght De l uxe station wagon 
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about 50/50 between s i xes and e ig hts 
W h i le  m ark i n g  t i me w i th  prewar body styles for 

1 946-48 . Pon t i ac styl i sts m ade each succeed i n g  ed i t i on 
look  a l i tt le  d i fferent .  The 1 946s, w h i c h  began ro l l i n g 
out  of the p l an t  i n  Septem ber 1 945 ,  were d i st i n g u i shed 
by t r ip le  c h rome fender st r i ps and a massive ,  fu l l -w id th  
g r i l l e  composed of vert i cal and hor izontal bars .  The 
g r i l l e was s i m p l i f i ed for  1 947 ,  but  became busy ag ai n 
fo r '48 : vert i ca l  g r i l l e bars returned , and a sma l l  upper 
g r i l l e  carr ied the Po nt i ac n ame.  The 1 948 was the f i rst 
Pon t i ac to bear the S i lver Streak n amep l ate , t hough  the  
term h ad been used ear l i e r i n  reference to styl i n g .  
Desp i te n ame c h an ges and m i nor  appearance altera­
t i ons .  however , these ear ly postwar models  were en­
t ;  re ly prewar i n  des i g n  and spec i f i cat i ons .  They used 
the same en g i nes ,  the same co nven t ional l adder ch as­
s i s .  the same suspen s ion . I n exp l i cab ly ,  the  e i g ht was 
l i sted at 1 04 bhp i n  1 948 i n stead of 1 03 ,  the  o n l y  c h an g e  
from 1 942 spec i f i cat i o n s .  

Pon t i ac offered j u st fou r  ser ies i n  ' 4 6 :  t h e  1 1 9- i n c h  
w h e e l b ase Torpedo a n d  t h e  1 2 2 - i n c h  w h ee l b ase 
Stream l i ner ,  eac h  ava i l ab le  w i th s i x- or e i g ht-cy l i nder  
en g i n es .  There was no  C h iefta i n su b-ser ies as  i n  '42 ,  
but  body sty les were the same as  before . The e igh t  cost 
$30 more than  the  s ix  t h rou g hout  the range .  Torpedo 
sty les i n c l uded two- and fou r-door sed ans,  bus i ness 
and sport coupes ,  and the coupe sed an , a f ive-passen­
ger fastback .  Wagons  h ad wooden bod i es and were 
cost l y  to b u i l d .  A l l  mode ls  came o n l y  w i th  th ree-speed 
m an u al t ran sm i ss ions  as Pon t i ac h ad dec i ded to stay 
away from G M ' s  pop u l ar Hyd ra- M at i c  for the  t i me 
bei n g .  

A l l  body sty les were carr ied over for '47 except for a 
d e l u xe convert i b l e  added to the  Torpedo l i ne .  For the 
1 948 model  year, there was a model  real i g n ment .  Wi th­
out  a l ter i n g  en g i ne or  c h ass i s  spec i f i c at ions ,  Pont i ac 
offered most of i ts body sty les w i th  a c ho ice of " stan­
d ard " or  "de l uxe" t r i m .  A d e l u xe so ld  for $90 to $ 1 20 
extra.  C h rome fen der m o l d i n gs ,  g rave l  g u ards, and 
wheel  d i scs were part  of the pac k ag e .  Al l  models were 
av ai l ab le  w i th e i ther s i x  or  e i g ht cy l i nders for a record 
30 separate body/en g i ne  comb i n at ions .  The d iv i s ion  
f i n a l l y added Hyd ra- M at i c  as  a $ 1 85 opt ion  i n  1 948, and 
t h i s  u n doubted ly  contr i b uted to Pon t i ac ' s  235,000 sa les 
that year. Hyd ra- M at i c  was espec i a l l y  i mportant to 
e i g h t-cyl i n der  bu yers who were g rad u a l l y  com i n g  to 
dom i n ate the ran ks of Pont i ac customers .  E i g h t-cyl i n ­
der  sa les su rpassed the  s i xes i n  1 947 ,  and were far 
ahead in ' 48 .  O n l y  50 percent of  the s i xes were 
e q u i pped w i th  Hydra-M at i c ,  compared w i th  80 percent 
of  the e ig hts .  

The i n creas i n g  sales of Pont i ac E i g hts i n d i cated the  
d iv i s ion  was mov i n g  aw ay from the " bi g  C hevy" c l ass 
and toward the upper-med i u m-pr ice brac ket . I n  those 
d ays ,  str i ct m arket p l acement was st i l l  the ru l e :  each 
GM m ake c arved out i ts own pr ice terr i tory .  A l thou g h  
Pon t i ac con t i n u ed t o  bu i ld s i xes u n t i l  1 955,  i t s  e i g ht­
cy l i n der  mode ls  h ad become the top sel l ers long  before 
t h at .  When the d iv i s ion  sw i tc hed to a new overhead-
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1947 Torpedo S i x  fou r-door sedan 

1948 Stream l i ner E i ght coupe sedan 

1949 Strea m l i ner E ight Deluxe coupe sedan 

valve V8 in 1 955, i t  s imu ltaneous ly  d ropped its s ix-cyl­
i nder eng i ne .  

I n  the  corporate-w ide restyl i n g  of 1 949 Pont i ac fared 
extremely wel l .  For the new 1 20- i nch-wheel base ch as­
s is ,  G M  styl i n g  ch ief H ar ley Earl deve loped a smooth 
body for the S i lver Streak S ix  and S i lver Streak E i g ht, 
each offered in stand ard and del u xe form as Stream­
l i ners or  C h i efta ins .  The l atter had notchback i n stead of 
fastbac k  styl i n g .  Del u xe models h ad extra ch rome, 
i nc l u d i n g  side mold i ngs ,  rear fender g ravel g u ards,  
chrome wheel d i scs ,  chrome vent w i ngs ,  and br i ght  
w i n d s h i e l d  t r i m .  E n g i n e d i s p l acement  rema i n ed 
unchanged from 1 948,  but a new h i g h-compression 
head boosted horsepower to 93 bhp for the six and 1 06 
fo r the e ight .  

Sty l i n g  was attract ive. A fu l l -w idth g r i l le was b isected 
by a s i n g l e  bar and a row of l i tt le  vert ica l  teeth , a con­
servat ive " face" in the automotive world that year .  Tra­
d it ion d i ctated Exner 's s i lver streaks wou l d  cont i n ue to 
adorn the deck and hood . However, the old pontoon­
style fenders were repl aced by free-flow i n g  front fend­
ers i n tegral  w i th the bodysi des. Belt l i n e  and roofl i n e  
were lower than those o f  any Ponti ac th at had gone 
before. Thou g h  the '49s loo ked l ig hter than the '48s, 
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1 950 Chiefta i n  E ight Deluxe Cata l i na ha rdtop coupe 

1950 Streaml iner  E ight coupe sedan 

1951 Chiefta i n  E ight  Super Catal i n a  hardtop coupe 

they actual ly wei g hed a b i t  more.  Performan ce stayed 
about  the same, despite the smal l horsepower i nc rease . 

I nf lat ion was an econom ic  real i ty i n  the l ate '40s, and 
Pont i ac pr ices rose consi derab ly  in 1 949 . The most 
expensive convert i b le  model i n creased by near ly $200 
over 1 948. The woody wagon now exceeded $2600 . The 
new metal-bod ied stat ion wagon was more pract i c al 
than the woody thou g h ,  and outso ld  i t .  Pont i ac was a 
p ioneer of th i s  body style ,  along w i th Plymouth and 
Oldsmob i le ,  and d ropped its wood-bod i ed wagons after 
'49 . 

Dur i ng  the ' 50s,  Pont i ac usua l ly  bu i l t the r igh t  cars at 
the r i g ht t ime .  When buyers beg an pass i n g  u p  s ix-cyl­
i nder med i u m-pr iced cars, Pont iac w i se ly  swi tched to 
V8s on ly ;  at the he ight  of the horsepower race, Pont i ac 
brou ght  out the Bonnev i l le .  For most of the decade, the 
d iv is ion  ma i ntai ned compet i t ive p r i ces, wh ich  hel ped 
w i n  sales, espec i al l y  from Plymouth and Dodge .  

Pont i acs of  the early ' 50s st i l l  offered s ix- o r  e ig ht­
cyl i nder eng i nes i n  the usual w ide  array of body sty les .  
For 1 950 there were two- and fou r-door sed ans,  bus­
i n ess and c l u b  coupes,  al l -steel wagons ,  h ardtops,  
co nvert i b l es ,  and two- and fo u r-door  St ream l i n e r  
fastbacks .  Styl i n g  was a face l i ft o f  the al l -new '49 



1952 Ch iefta i n  E ight Del uxe fou r-door sedan 

1 953 C h i efta i n  E ight Custom Catal i n a  hardtop coupe 

1 954 Star C h i ef C ustom Catal i n a  ha rdtop coupe 

desi g n .  The i l l u m i n ated cou n te n an ce of C h ief Pont i ac 
w as cont i n u ed as a h ood m ascot. O pt ion al Hyd ra-M at i c  
d r ive w as offered at $1 58 .  Th i s  was al so the f i rst year for 
a Pon t i ac h ardtop,  the C atal i n a, offered in fou r  varie­
t ies.  By the end of the year, C atal i n as were acco u n t i n g  
for some n i ne percent o f  total prod u ct i on . 

Alth o u g h  1 95 1  proved l ess su ccessfu l i n  sales vo l ­
u me,  i t  w as b y  n o  means d i sappoi nt i n g  t o  Pon t i ac .  Out­
put t h at year was the second -best i n  the d i v i s i o n ' s  h i s­
tory. (On A u g u st 1 1 ,  the fou r-m i l l i onth Po nt i ac was 
bu i l t . )  The Strea m l i ner  fastbac k  two -door sed an ,  the 
so l e  h o ldover of that styl e  from 1 950, w as d ropped i n  
the spri n g  o f  '51 . Other  mod e l s  were altered l i tt l e  from 
those of the year before, except fo r a new "V" g ri l l e  
motif .  

Pont i ac d ropped i ts coupe bod ies for 1 952 , red u c i n g  
both S i x  and E i g ht series t o  sed an s,  fou r-door w ag o n s ,  
C atal i n as ,  a n d  convert i b les .  With i n  each l i ne there 
were sti l l  th ree separate tr im l evels ,  stand ard , Deluxe, 
and Super  De l u xe.  Th i s  w as the l ast year for the 1 949 
desi g n ,  w h i ch wou l d  be repl aced by a new C h i eftai n S i x  
a n d  E i g ht o n  a 1 22 - i n c h  wheel base . Korean W a r  restr ic­
t ions and a n at ionwide steel str i ke s l owed 1 952 prod uc­
t ion to 271 ,000 cars,  but Pont i ac rem ai ned in f i ft h  p l ace.  

Pontiac 

Buyi n g  trends were c l ear as the 1 953 models m ade 
the i r  debut.  C atal i n a  h ardtops,  for exam p l e ,  were 
acco u n t i n g  for ove r 20 percent of vo l u m e ,  and Hyd ra­
M at ic i n stal l at ions had c l i m bed to 84 percent .  As a 
resu l t ,  the '53s bore a d i st i n ct resem b l ance to ear l ier  
sty l es ,  but were l arger i n  al most every d i mens i o n .  New 
feat u res were a k i ck-u p rear fen der l i n e  (Pont i ac fen d­
ers h ad tapered downward in  the past ) ,  a lower and 
more stream l i ned g r i l l e ,  u pr i g ht-w i n ged " c h ief" hood 
ornament ,  and a one- p i ece w i n d sh i e l d .  M ec h an i ca l  
i m prov e m e n t s  i n c l u d e d  o pt i o n al power stee r i n g .  
Hyd ra- M at ic mode l s  h ad an espec i al l y  l ow rear ax l e  
rat io o f  3.03 : 1 , w h i c h  g ave smooth top-ran ge perfor­
m ance.  A f i re in the Hydra-Mat ic p lant in m i d-1 953 short­
ened suppl ies,  however,  so about 1 8 ,500 Pon t i acs 
were fitted with  C hevro l et 's  Powerg l i de i n  '53 and '54 .  
Pon t i ac d i d  extremely wel l  f o r  model year 1 953, prod uc­
i n g  near ly 4 1 9 ,000 c ars.  

The 1 954 models  were face l i fted '53s, with rev i sed 
s ide m o l d i n g s  and a n arrow scoop b u i lt  i nto the central 
g r i l le bar. The new top- l i n e  series that year was the l u x­
u ry Star C h i ef i n  sed an s,  h ardtop,  and converti b le  form . 

A b i g  change was h i nted at i n  early 1 954 : Pont i ac ' s  
f i rst modern overhead-valve V8 . Known as t h e  Strato 
Streak,  it produced 1 80 b h p ,  or 200 bhp with opt i o n al 
fou r- barrel carbu retor .  O ri g i n al d i sp l acement was 287 .2 
c u b i c  i n ches,  but i t  was c apable of more and soon g rew 
to over 300 c i d .  A l ively ,  stro n g ,  convent ional  des i g n  
with five m a i n  beari n g s ,  i t  was u p  to d ate , over-sq u are , 
and ran on reg u l ar g as .  

Of cou rse, there was more for  1 955 besides a n ew 
en g i ne .  Pon t i ac c l ai med 1 09 new featu res altogether ,  
i n c l u d i n g  exten sively rev i sed styl i n g  and an i m proved 
c h assis .  The l i neup consisted of C h i eftai n and Star 
C h ief ser ies;  both featu red a wraparo u n d  w i n d s h i e l d ,  
cowl vent i l at i o n ,  n e w  colors a n d  two-to ne com b i n a­
t ions ,  t u be l ess t i res, and a 1 2-volt  e lectr ical  system . 
The 1 22-i n ch -w heel base C h i efta i n  compri sed an 860 
ser ies of sed ans and wag o n s ,  and an 870 l i ne of 
sed an s,  wag o n s ,  and C atal i n a  h ardtop.  C h i eftai ns  i n ­
c l u ded a n  exot ic  new h ardtop-styl ed Safari two-door 
wag o n  based on the C hevro l et Nomad .  C ar l  Renner ,  
C h evro l et styl i st said : "When Pont i ac saw [ th e  Nomad ]  
they fel t  they cou l d  do someth i n g  with i t  . . .  M an ag e­
ment w anted it for the Pont i ac l i n e-so i t  worked out . "  
Safari s  retai n ed th i s  styl i n g  t h ro u g h  1 957. They were 
pr i ced h i g her  than equ ivalent Nomads,  of cou rse, and 
so ld  i n  fewer n u m bers.  

On bal ance, 1 955 rated as a v i n tage year fo r Pont i ac .  
T h e  d iv i s i o n  bu i l t a record 553,000 cars. T h e  l i n eup was 
a so l i d  h it with  both pu b l i c  and dealers.  B u t  Pon t i ac h ad 
some rou g h  t i mes i n  the l ater 1 950s. The d iv i si o n  d i d n 't 
equal th i s  v o l u m e  ag ai n u n t i l  1 963, after w h i c h  i t  beg an 
sett i n g  n ew sales records. The reason was a change i n  
t h e  m arket. B u i c k ' s  Spec i al and O ldsmobi l e ' s  stan d ard 
88 were more competit ive l y  pr iced than they'd been 
before, and demand for lower-med i u m-price cars was 
s h r i n k i n g  as i m port sales stead i ly i n c reased . Pont iac 
d i d  not tend to c aptu re the enthusi asm of bu yers i n  t h e  
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1 956-58 per iod ,  even thou g h  i ts cars were certai n l y 
com pet i t ive i n  these years, and faster th an ever .  

A m i l d face l i ft and the add i t ion of fou r-door hardtops 
marked 1 956 . Sty l i n g  was less d i st inct ive (Tom McCa­
h i l l  said the ' 56 looked l i ke " i t  h ad been born on i ts 
nose" ) .  Thou g h  the V8 h ad g rown to 31 6 .6 c i d ,  i t  d id n ' t 
pack an extraord i n ary amount  of power-on ly 227 bhp 
max i m u m  i n  the Star Ch ief .  Unfortunately ,  too , the cars 
had p ic ked up a reputat ion fo r a hard r ide .  

.. 

1955 Star Ch i ef convert ible 

1956 Star Ch ief Custom Safari station wagon 

1957 Bonnev i l l e  convert ible 

1957 Star Ch ief Custom four-door sedan 
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GM appoi nted Semon E .  " B u n ky" Knudsen as Pon­
t i ac general  manager ,  to ld h i m  to do what he cou ld  w i th  
the ' 55- '56 en g i neer i n g ,  and hoped fo r the best i n  '57 .  
Knudsen h u st led . Thou g h  st i ck i n g  w i th  the same 
whee l base , the '57s had very long rear spr i ng s  mounted 
in rubber shac k l es .  Bal l - j o i n t  front suspen s ion ,  adopted 
by other G M  d iv i s ions ,  was not used , however.  New 1 4-
i nch t i res rep laced the prev ious 1 5- i nchers,  and a foot 
ped al par k i n g  brake was i n st i tuted , a lon g w i th  an op-

1958 Bonnev i l l e  hardtop coupe 

1959 Catal i na Vista hardtop sedan 

1959 Catal ina Sport hardtop coupe 

Bonnev i l l e  Special  show car of 1 954 



t i onal auto m at ic  anten n a .  The m assive buck-toothed 
g r i l l e  w as rev i sed , two-ton i n g sw i tched from i ts h aI f­
a-car 1 956 pattern to a s i mp ler sweep-spear mot i f ,  and 
S i lver St reak exter ior  t r im was ban ished . There was 
a new 347 V8 -and B u n ky h ad h i s  d ay by creat i n g  the 
fast and f l ashy Bonnev i l le .  

Prov i d i n g  300 bhp  b y  way o f  fuel  i n ject ion , hyd rau l i c 
l i fters,  and rac i n g  cam , th i s  $5782 convert i b le was the 
fastest Pont i ac in  h i story. I t  was even faster wi th op­
t i on al Tr i -Power (t h ree two-barrel carbs) . A fuel - i n ­
jected Bon nevi l l e  was t i med at 1 8  seconds for the 
stan d i n g  q u arter-m i le ;  one w i th Tr i -Power d id  the same 
leap in 1 6 . 8 .  Th o u g h  fuel  i n ject ion n ever proved popu­
l ar,  B onnev i l l e  w asn 't  a hot se l ler  m a i n l y  bec ause of i ts 
p r ice-o n l y  630 were so l d .  B ut i t  d i d  g ive the d iv i s ion  a 
who le  new perfo rmance i m age .  Corporate rac i ng was 
be i n g  p l ayed down ,  however .  A few '57 Po nt i acs raced 
w i th  d i st i n ct ion  i n  NASC A R ,  but were str ic t ly  pr ivate 
entr ies .  Yet l ac k  of race v i ctor i es d i d n ' t affect sales.  
C hevy, O lds ,  and B u i c k  a l l suffered downtu rns from 
1 956 (as C h rysle r  products f i l led the g ap ) ,  but Pon t i ac 
bu i l t about 333,000 of i ts '57 cars and moved to w i th i n  
5 1 ,000 u n i ts o f  O lds .  

An al l -new body shou l d  h ave brou g h t  added success 
i n  '58, but a recession  set i n  and he ld  the d iv i s i o n ' s  pro­
d u ct ion  to o n l y  21 7 ,000 u n i ts .  Com pared to most G M  
produ cts t h at year , Pont i ac w as real l y  wel l -sty led .  A 
s i mp ler ,  fu l l -w i dth g r i l l e was adopted , q u ad head l i g h ts 
appeared , and the s ide  spear was w i der  and now con­
cave .  Bod ies  were lower, but  not m u ch longer  o r  w ider ;  
whee l bases were u n c h anged .  No fewer t h an seven 
C ata l i n a  h ardtops were offered w i th  two or fou r  doors .  
Bon nev i l l e  became a reg u l ar ser i es with about 1 2 ,000 
convert i b les and h ardtops so l d .  

For 1 959 , Pon t i ac sh ared i n ner  body pane ls  w i t h  
C h ev ro let ,  B u i ck ,  and O l d s-and bu i l t some o f  the best­
look i n g  cars arou n d .  The f i rst of the famous sp l i t  g r i l l es 
was i n trod u ced , a long  w i t h  modest tw i n -f i n rear fenders 
and m i n i m a l  s ide  t r im-p l u s  the new Wide-Trac k  c h as­
s i s . The V8 was puffed up to 389 c i d  and de l i vered 31 5 
bhp  w i th Tr i -Power. Pont i ac a lso m ade a new Tempest 
420E u n i t  for econ omy-m i nded buyers,  an en g i ne that 
cou l d  de l iver  20 m i les per g al l on i f  d r iven prudent ly .  
The o l d  C h i efta i n and Super  C h i ef were d i scont i nued ,  
repl aced b y  t h e  C atal i n a  ser i es on  t h e  1 2 2  wheel base ; 
Star C h i ef and B o n nev i l le sh ared a 1 24 - i nch c h ass i s .  
B onnev i l le was a real h i t ,  a n d  some 82,000 were so ld  
i n  ' 59 .  

Du r i n g  the  ' 50s, Pont i ac p rod uced a n u m ber o f  i n ter­
est i n g  one-ofts. The smooth - l ook i n g  Strato Streak of 
1 954 w as a h arb i n ger of  p i l l ar less fou r-doors to come 
for '56.  A l so shown in ' 54 w as the f i rst Bonnev i l le ,  a 
Corvette- l i ke two-seater w i th  a c anopy-type cockp i t  
and  a 1 OO-i nch  wheel  base. Both  of these cars were f i t ­
ted with stra i g h t  e i g hts .  The Strato-Star of 1 955 was a 
two-door,  fou r-seat h ardtop t h at p rev i ewed ' 56 styl i n g .  
M etal l i c  s i lver pa in t  and a red l eather  and bru shed 
al u m i n u m  i nter io r  were featu red, as was f low-t h rou g h  
ven t i l at i on  and the new ohv V8. The w i l dest show car 
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was the 1 956 C l u b  de Mer  w i th  " tw i n  pod " seat i n g  and 
d u al bu bb le  w i ndsh ie lds .  Stan d i n g  on ly  38 .4  i n ches 
h i g h ,  i ts anod i zed-al u m i n u m  body was pai nted Ceru­
lean b l u e  (Harley Ear l ' s  favor i te co lor ) .  

After bei n g  honored for i ts ' 59 l i ne ,  Pont i ac was 
n amed C ar of the Year th ree more t i mes by Motor Trend 
m ag az i ne i n  the 1 960s. Some say that award i s  often 
breath less ly bestowed on ord i n ary cars or  worse, but  
Pont i ac tru ly  dese rved the t i t le .  P i loted by en g i neer i ng ­
or iented general man agers l i ke Knudsen a nd  E l l iot M .  
(Pete ) Estes ( l ater to become G M  pres i dent) , Pont i ac 
D iv i s ion  became the home of h i g h  performance .  The 
ear ly - '50s i m age  of sta id  fam i ly cars van ished . Ag ai n 
and ag a i n ,  Pon t i ac i n trod u ced exc i t i n g  automobi l es :  
the u n i que  '6 1  Tem pest, the person a l - l u x u ry '62 G rand 
Pr i x ,  the sw i ft and n i mb le  '64 GTO ,  the S i n g u l ar '66 
Tempest Spr i n t  w i th  i ts overhead-cam s i x ,  and the 
sporty '67 F i re b i rd .  A l l  were i n terest i n g  cars ;  some were 
g reat c ars .  

M ost of Pont i ac ' s  revo l u t i o n ary news was made by 
the com pact Tem pest , and the i ntermed i ate i n to w h i c h  
i t  l ater evo lve d .  T h e  or ig i n al ' 6 1  vers ion  w o n  t h e  Car of 
the Year aw ard for th ree reason s :  G M ' s  f i rst postwar 
fou r-cyl i nder  en g i ne ,  a rad i c al and u n precedented f lex­
i b le  d r ivesh aft , and a transax le  (rear-mou n ted transm i s­
i o n  and i n dependent l i n k -type rear suspen s i o n ) .  Motor 
Trend sa id  the new Tem pest " sets m any new trends and 
u nquest i o n ab ly  is  a p rototype of the Amer ican car  for 
the S ix t ies , "  a su m mary that w as w rong on at least one  
cou n t .  Nobody cop ied i t s  d r ivesh aft o r  transax le  ( u n l ess 
we count  the Porsche  928 of 1 8  years l ater) , and not u n ­
t i l  t h e  l ate 1 970s was there a stron g  sh i ft i n  Detro i t  to 
fou r-cy l i nder  en g i nes .  The p u b l i c  bou g h t  m any 1 96 1 -63 
Tempests ,  but  the i r  more convent i o n al successors d i d  
far better .  T h e  1 95-c i d  fou r , created i t  b y  chopp i n g  
o n e  cyl i nder  b a n k  from t h e  389 V8 , w as abandoned 
i n  '64 fo r  an  i n l i n e  s i x-pract i c a l ,  b u t  h ard l y  
i n n ovat ive .  

The Tem pest ' s  d r ivesh aft cou ld be l i kened to a 
speedometer cab le  i n  t h at i t  t ransm i tted rotary act ion  
th rou g h  a ben d ,  or  at least a s l i g ht c u rve .  I t  w as a long  
tors ion  bar ben t  i n  an  arc u nder  the f loor-t h i n ,  bu t  
l i g ht ly  stressed . Moun ted on bear i n g s ,  i t  w as perm an­
ent ly l u br i c ated i ns ide  a stee l c ase. The bent sh aft e l i m­
i n ated the f loor  h u m p  i n  the front ,  bu t  not i n  the rear .  I t  
a lso e l i m i n ated u n iversal  j o i nts and al l owed for  softer 
en g i ne mou nts g iv i n g  better i so l at ion  of v i brat ion  from 
the i n ter io r .  

The Tem pest t ransax le  w as a f i rst for Detro i t  ( i f  not 
the wor ld ) . As ide from a l l ow i n g  for an ostens i b l y  su per­
i o r  i ndependent  rear su spen s io n ,  it m ade  the Tempest 
less nose-heavy than its corporate cou s i n s ,  the O lds  
F-85 o r  B u i c k  Spec i al .  At the same t i me ,  the suspens ion  
m ade the car prone to oversteer ,  w h i ch cou l d  be espe­
c i al l y  a la rm i n g  on wet road s .  Yet the Tem pest hand led 
we l l  g eneral ly ,  and t racked safe ly  i n  m u d  and snow. I ts  
u n i t  body/c h assi s h ad a 1 1 2- i nch  whee l base that was 
the stan d ard B-O-P com pact p l atform fo r 1 96 1 -63. 

The fou r-cyl i nder  en g i ne came in several stages of 
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tune (reg u l ar or prem i u m  g as) and was avai l ab le w i th 
man u al and automat ic  transm iss ion . Over i ts th ree­
year-per iod , horsepower ranged from 1 1 0 to 1 66 bhp .  
The 1 961 -62 mode ls  were a lso offered w i th  Bu ick 's  155/  
1 85-bh p ,  2 1 5 V8 as an opt ion .  A 260-bhp 326 debuted for 
'63, mak i ng Tem pest a qu ick  car ,  capab le of 0-60 mph 
t i mes of  9 .5  seconds and a top speed of 1 1 5 mph . At 
f i rst , there was on ly  one ser i es of two-door and fou r­
door sed ans and a Safari wag o n .  A co upe and convert­
i b l e  were added fo r '62 in de l u xe and LeM ans vers ions .  
A separate LeMans ser ies was f ie l ded fo r '63  w i th a 
bucket-seat coupe and convert i b le offe r i ng  p l usher i n ­
ter i ors .  Styl i n g d i d n ' t change much d u r i n g  Tem pest 's  
ear ly years. A tw i n  sem i -oval g r i l l e was used for  1 961 , a 
fu l l -w idth th ree-sect ion desi g n  for '62.  The tw i n  g r i l l e 
retu rned for 1 963 a long w i th  sq u arer body l i nes .  For '64 ,  
GM lengthened i ts com pact whee lbase to 1 1 5 i n ches,  
and Pon t iac redesi g ned the Tempest , u s i n g  taut ,  geo-

1961 Tempest LeMans sport coupe 

1964 Tempest GTO sport coupe 

1966 LeMans sport coupe 
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metr ic  l i nes.  Good styl i n g  an d n u mero us h i g h-perfor­
m ance mode ls  won Pont i ac its second Car of the Year 
award in 1 965 . 

Dest i ned for g reatness was a m i d- 1 964 i n trod uct i o n ,  
t h e  Tem pest G T O ,  t h e  f i rst o f  what soon bec ame known 
as the " m usc le  cars. " The n i ckname was wel l taken . 
Equ i pped wi th  the proper opt ions ,  a GTO cou ld  de l iver 
un preceden ted performance for a s i x-passenger au to­
mob i l e .  Of cou rse, it cou l d be ordered i n  re l at ive ly m i ld­
mann ered form w i th au tomat ic  transm i ss ion ,  a 335-bhp 
eng i n e,  and  so on .  Enth u s i asts ,  however , learned to  use 
the opt ion book w ise ly .  The base was a Tem pest 
LeM ans  cou pe pr iced at $2500 . The GTO pac kage­
floorsh i ft ,  389-c id  en g i ne ,  qu ick  steer i n g ,  st i ff shocks ,  
d u al exhau st ,  and  prem i u m  t i res-cost about $300 . The 
fou r-speed gearbox was $1 88 more.  Another $75 
bou g ht a pack age compr i s i n g  meta l l i c  brake l i n i n gs ,  
heavy-duty rad i ator ,  and  l i m i ted-sl i p  d i fferent i a l .  And  

1968 LeMans hardtop sedan 

1969 GTO hardtop cou pe 

1970 GTO hardtop coupe 



an ad d i t iona l  $ 1 1 5  wou l d  buy a 360- bhp eng i n e .  At that 
po i n t , al l you needed was a lead foot and lots of 
g aso l i n e .  

Spo rts-car fo l k  took u m brage at Pon t i ac ' s  use o f  GTO 
(g ran tu r i smo omo logato ) ,  an i n te rnat iona l  term fo r pro­
d u ct ion-c l ass rac i n g cars .  Car and Driver m ag az i n e  
brazen ly took i ssue w i t h  t h e  cr i t i cs b y  compar i n g Pon­
t i ac ' s  GTO w i th Ferrar i ' s .  A good Pon t i ac ,  they sai d ,  
wou ld  t r i m the Ferrar i  i n  a d rag race and lose on a ro ad 
cou rse . B ut "w i th  the add i t i on  of N ASCAR road rac i n g  
su spen s io n ,  t h e  Pont i ac w i l l  take the measure of any 
Ferrar i  other than prototype rac i n g  cars . . .  The Ferrar i  
costs $20 ,000 . With every conce ivab le opt ion on  a GTO,  
i t  wou ld  be d i ff i cu l t  to  spend more than $3800 . That 's  a 
barg ai n . "  

T h e  1 1 5 - i n c h -w h e e l b ase LeM a n s  a n d  Tem pest 
c h an ged l i tt l e  in  ensu i n g years .  Vert i c al head l i gh ts and 
c r i sp sty l i n g  for a th ree- i nch- Ionger body appeared for 
1 966. " Coke-bott le"  rear fenders and a d iv i ded vert i c al ­
bar g r i l l e  were featu red for '67 .  I n  1 968 , the cars 
adopted G M ' s d u al wheel bases of 1 1 6 i nches for fo u r­
doors and 1 1 2 i n ches for two-doors ,  and borrowed sty l ­
i n g  th emes f rom the b ig  Pont i acs such as a l arge 
bu m per/g r i l l e . The GTO's  stand ard en g i ne that year 
was a 400-c id  V8 pu m p i n g  out  350 bhp .  I t  cou l d  a lso be 
ordered w i th 360 bhp by way of a R am-A i r hood scoop.  
The G TO feat u red an energy-absorb i ng  front  bumper 
m ade  of End u ra rubber that w as neat l y  b lended i n to the 
fron t-end styl i n g .  For performance m ai n ly ,  Pont i ac won 
i ts  fou rth C ar of the Year award in  1 968 . I ts 1 969 i n ter­
med i ates were facel i fted and c leaner than the '68s .  The 
hottest G TO w as now "The J ud g e "  w i th  a 366-bhp 
R am-A i r  V8 and th ree-speed m an u al gearbox w i th 
H u rst s h i fter .  The 1 970s h ad a l l -new sty l i n g  w i th 
c h anges at the front and rear ,  p l u s  new b u m pers and 
doors .  The end resu l t  was a c u rvy,  heav i er- look i n g  
Tem pest, GTO,  LeM an s ,  and LeM ans Sport .  Co l l ectors 
have s i n ce tended to p refer the t i d ie r  1 964-69 mode ls .  

The  1 964-65 Tem pest ' s  1 40-bhp O ldsmob i le s i x  g ave 
w ay to a su rpr i se en g i ne for '66 :  an overhead-cam s i x .  
T h e  f i rst performance s i x  s i n ce t h e  H udson Hornet ,  and 
n ot in  a leag ue  with ha i r ie r  G TOs ,  the ohc was never­
the less sat i sfy i n g .  Typ ica l  acce lerat ion  for the Spr i nt  
vers ion  w as 0 to 60 in  1 0  seconds f l at and a top speed of  
1 1 5 mph.  W i th a c apac i ty of 230 c i d ,  i t  deve loped e i ther  
1 65 bhp stand ard or  207 in  Spr i n t  form (w i th  Rochester 
Q u ad ra-Jet c arbu retor, hotter valve t i m i n g ,  and doub le  
valve spr i n g s ) .  The cran ksh aft h ad seven m a i n  bear­
i ng s ;  the camsh aft was d r iven by a f i berg l ass-re i n ­
forced notched b e l t  rather  t h an conven t i o n al chai n o r  
g ear d r ive .  The opt i on al fou r-speed transm i ss i o n ,  c lean 
sty l i n g ,  and an i n te r io r  that featu red bucket seats and 
conso le g ave the Spr in t  the look  and fee l  of a true g rand 
tou r i n g  car .  But i ts l i fe span w as short . By 1 968, the 
Tempest had g rown bu l ky, and by 1 970, the en g i ne had 
been emasc u l ated by em i ss i o n  contro ls  and det u n i n g  
and w as soon d i scont i n ued . 

S i nce Pont i ac h ad such a g ood reputat ion  for per­
formance and h an d l i n g ,  d iv i s i on m an ag ers knew that 
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1967 F i reb ird hardtop coupe 

1 968 F i re b i rd H . O .  hardtop coupe 

1969 F i reb ird convert i b le  

1970 F i reb ird Formula  400 hardtop coupe 

t h e  F i re b i rd " po n yc a r , "  b ased on t h e  C h ev ro l et 
C am aro, h ad to be so meth i n g  spec i a l . A l thou g h  i t  u sed 
the C am aro 's  bodyshe l l and 1 08- i nch  wheel base, F i re­
b i rd h ad its own d iv i ded g r i l l e and an opt ional 400-c id  
V8 .  Opt iona l  eng i nes i nc l u ded the ohc s i x ,  wh ich  m ade 
i t  a spr igh t l y  yet econom ica l  performer .  C h an ges were 
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1960 Catal ina  Vista hardtop sedan 

1962 Catal ina Vista hardtop sedan 
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1963 Bonnev i l l e  convert ible 
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s l i g h t  i n  su bsequent model years . S ide m arker l i ghts 
were added i n  1 968. The lower body and g r i l le were 
rev ised , and a host of government-ordered safety fea­
tu res were added in '69 .  Convert i b les cont i nued to be 
offered u nt i l F i reb i rd was redes ig ned w i th cou pe-on ly 
bodywork for  1 970. That styl i n g ,  t i meless and love ly ,  
was st i l l  around 10  years l ater-al be i t  w i th much tamer 
perfo rmance than a decade before. In the 1 967-70 
per iod , before federal reg u l at ions  took ser ious  perfor­
mance tol ls ,  Fi rebi rds rarely so ld  for more than $3500 . 
They were performance cars des ig ned to be enjoyed by 
good dr ivers. 

Desp i te the pu b l ic i ty won by Pont i ac ' s  smal ler  mod­
els ,  i ts fu l l -s i ze cars were among the better-sty led ,  bet­
ter-han d l i n g  standard-s i ze cars of the decade. The pub­
l i c responded enthus iast i cal ly .  Model  year prod uct ion 
for 1 960 had been about 400,000 . By 1 969 , the d iv i s ion  
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1965 Bonnevi l l e  convert ible 
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Anet h" 
1965 Catal i na 2+2 converti ble 

1967 Cata l ina hardtop sedan 

was bu i ld i n g  c l ose to ha l f  a m i l l i on fu l l -s i ze sed ans ,  
h ardtops, convert i b les,  and wagons .  I n  mode l  year out­
put ,  Pont iac ran th i rd to Chevrolet and Ford from 1 962 
throu g h  1 970, and the b i g  cars h ad a lot to do wi th  t h i s  
success. 

Pont i ac or i g i n al ly had a four-model l i neup .  The 
1 960-61 entr ies,  f rom bottom to top, cons i sted of Cata­
l i n a, Ventura,  Star Ch i ef ,  and Bonnev i l l e .  I n  1 962, the 
Ventu ra was d ropped ; i ts p l ace was taken by the 
bucket-seated ,  l i m i ted-ed i t ion  G rand Pr ix .  Th i s  ele­
g ant ly  ta i l ored h ardtop cou pe, with cr isp  styl i n g  and 
sve l te good looks, rap i d ly g ai ned in popu l ar i ty .  By 
1 969, i t  was outsel l i ng  al l l arge Pont iac models except 
Catal i n a-w ith a s i n g l e  body sty le .  (A convert i b le ,  
offered i n  1 967 on ly ,  i s  now a col lector 's  i tem s i nce on ly  
5 ,856 were bu i l t . )  

Des i g n  of  the stand ard-s i ze cars kept i mprov i ng , at 



1 968 G rand Pr ix  hardtop coupe 

1 968 Cata l i na hardtop coupe 

1969 G rand Pr ix  Model J ha rdtop coupe 

l east t h rou g h  1 966. The d i st i nct ive sp l i t  g r i l l e ,  f i rst 
i nt rod uced i n  ' 59 and d ropped for '60 , was re i n troduced 
i n  1 96 1 . C lean m ach i nes w i th  n ar row, sp l i t  g r i l l es were 
the  r u l e  for 1 963-64. The '65s were eq u al ly we l l  exe­
cu ted , but h ad a prom i nent ,  b u l g i n g  g r i l l e t h at w as 
toned down s l i g ht l y  i n  1 966 . B u l k ier  desi g n s  w i th  
heavy,  c u rved rear fen ders arr ived i n  '67 ,  and a h u g e  
b u m pe r/g r i l l e  was u sed i n  '68 .  The front e n d  was 
g reat ly  i mproved for 1 969-70 . C atal i n a  and G rand Pr i x  
a lways rode the sm a l le r  Pont i ac whee l base .  Bon ne­
v i l les ,  Star C h iefs,  and Execut ives rode the longer  one .  
Each  mod e l ,  separated from the others by a few h u n­
d red do l l ars ,  offered a comprehens ive range of body 
sty les .  

Pon t i ac ' s  b i g -car  en g i nes ,  thoug h offered w i th  n u m ­
erous horsepower rat i n g s, came i n  j u st two s izes 
t h ro u g hout  the '60s. The  sma l le r  w as a 389-c i d  V8 (400 
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1 969 Bonnev i l l e  convert ib le  

1970 Bonnev i l l e  hardtop sedan 

1970 Grand Prix Model SJ hardtop coupe 

c i d  after 1 966) . Standard on al l mode ls ,  i ts ho rsepower 
ranged from 2 1 5 on u p  to 350 , the l atter vers ion  be i n g  
stand ard on t h e  1 967-70 G rand Pr i x .  The l arger eng i ne ,  
opt i o n al on most l arge Pont i acs,  was a 421 -c i d  u n i t i n  
1 963-66 , and 428 u n t i l  1 970 w hen i t  was rep l aced by  a 
455 .  It beg an w i th  353 bhp  i n  '63 and reached 376 by 
'67 .  A 42 1 -c i d ,  427 - b h p  monster w as offered i n  1 963-64 
for a spec i a l  d rag rac i n g  C atal i n a  w i th  al u m i n um body 
pane ls ,  p l ast i c  s ide w i ndows,  and a d r i l led-put  frame .  

Pont i ac eng i nes never reached one horsepower per 
cub ic  i n c h  as d i d  G M 's other  d iv i s ions ,  but  i ts b i g-b lock  
V8s were more t h an adequ ate to m ake su i tab ly  eq u i p­
ped mode ls  very fast . The W i de-Trac k chass is  and taut 
su spen s ions  comb i ned to make them ro ad able as wel l .  

Luxu ry ,  performance,  comfort, and h an d l i n g-fu l l ­
s ize  car ,  com pact, o r  i n termed i ate-nobody d i d  i t  better 
t han Pont i ac between 1 960 and 1 970.  
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Pont i ac Spec i ficat ions 
1 940 
25HA Special S ix  (wb 1 1 7.0)-

Price Prod 1 06,892 bui l t  Wght 
------------------------�----------------

cpe 3P 3,060 
spt cpe 4P 3,045 
sdn 2d 3,095 
wgn 4d, 8P 3,295 
sdn 4d 3, 1 25 

783 
8 1 9  
830 

1 ,0 1 5  
876 

26HB Deluxe Six (wb 1 20.0)-58,452 bui lt 

cpe 3P 3 , 1 1 5  
3 , 1 05 
3 , 1 90 
3 , 1 70 
3,2 1 0  

835 
876 

1 ,003 
88 1 
932 

spt cpe 4P 
cabriolet (conv) 
sdn 2d 
sdn 4d 

28HA Delu xe Eight (wb 1 20.0)-20,433 bui lt  

cpe 3P 
spt cpe 4P 
cabriolet (conv) 
sdn 2d 
sdn 4d 

3, 1 80 
3 , 1 95 
3,280 
3,250 
3,300 

875 
9 1 3  

1 ,046 
9 1 9  
970 

29HB Torpedo Eight (wb 1 22.0)-31 ,224 bui lt 

spt cpe 4P 3,390 1 ,0 1 6  
sdn 4d 3,475 1 ,072 

1 940 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

l6, 222 .7  
l8, 248.9  

1 94 1  

3.44 x 4.00 
3.25 x 3 .75 

87 
1 00 

S-Six 
S-Eight 

25JA Deluxe Torpedo Six (wb 1 1 9.0)-
1 1 7,976 bui lt  Wght Price 

cpe 3P 3, 1 45 
sdn cpe 3 , 1 80 
cony cpe 3, 335 
sdh 2d 3 , 1 90 
sdn 4d 3,235 
Metropolitan sdn 4d 3 ,230 

828 
864 

1 ,023 
874 
921 
921 

26JB Streaml iner Torpedo Six (wb 1 22.0)-82,527 built 

sdn cpe 3,305 923 
Super sdn cpe 3,320 969 
sdn 4d 3,365 980 
Super sdn 4d 3,400 1 ,026 

24JC Custom Torpedo Six (wb 1 22.0)-8,257 bui lt  

sdn cpe 3,260 995 
sdn 4d 3 ,355 1 ,052 
wgn 4d, 8P 3,650 1 , 1 75 
Deluxe wgn 4d, 8P 3,665 1 ,225 

27JA Deluxe Torpedo Eight (wb 1 1 9.0)-37,823 built 

cpe 3P 3,220 853 
sdn cpe 3,250 889 
cony cpe 3,390 1 ,048 
sdn 2d 3,250 899 
sdn 4d 3,285 946 
Metropolitan sdn 4d 3,295 946 

28JB Str�aml iner Torpedo Eight (wb 1 22.0)-66,287 bui lt 

sdn cpe 3,370 948 
Super sdn cpe 3,385 994 
sdn 4d 3 ,425 1 ,005 
Super sdn 4d 3,460 1 ,05 1 

29JC Custom Torpedo Eight (wb 1 22.0)- 1 7, 1 91 bui lt 

352 

sdn cpe 3,325 1 ,020 

Prod 

sdn 4d 
wgn 4d, 8P 
Deluxe wgn 4d, 8P 

Wght 

3,430 
3,7 1 5  
3, 730 

Price 

1 ,077 
1 ,200 
1 .250 

1 941 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

l6, 239. 2  3 .56 x 4.00 
l8, 248.9 3.25 x 3 .75 

1 942 
25KA Torpedo Six (wb 1 1 9.0)-
29,886 bui l t  

cpe 3P 
sdn cpe 
spt cpe 
cony cpe 
sdn 2d 
sdn 4d 
Metropolitan sdn 4d 

26KB Streaml iner Six (wb 1 22.0) 

90 S-Six 
1 03 S-Eight 

Wght 

3,2 1 0  
3,255 
3,260 
3,535 
3 ,265 
3,305 
3 ,295 

sdn cpe 3,355 

Price 

895 
950 
935 

1 , 1 65 
940 
985 
985 

980 

Prod 

Prod 

sdn 4d 3,4 1 5 
wgn 4d, 8P 3 ,81 0 

1 ,035 r-- 1 0,284 
1 ,265 

Chieftain sdn cpe 3,400 1 ,030 
Chieftain sdn 4d 3 ,460 
Chieftain wgn 4d , 6P 3 ,785 

1 ,085 - 2,458 
1 ,3 � �  

27KA Torpedo Eight (wb 1 1 9.0)- 1 4,421 bui l t  

cpe dP 3,270 
sdn cpe 3,320 
spt cpe 3,320 
cony cpe 3,605 
sdn 2d 3,325 
sdn 4d 3,360 
Metropolitan sdn 4d 3,355 

28KB Streaml iner Eight (wb 1 22.0) 

sdn cpe 

920 
975 
960 

1 , 1 90 
965 

1 ,0 1 0  
1 ,0 1 0  

1 ,000-
sdn 4d 
wgn 4d, 8P 

3,430 
3,485 
3,885 
3,460 
3,51 5 
3,865 

1 ,060 - 1 5,465 
1 ,290 
1 ,055 Chieftain sdn cpe 

Ch ieftain sdn 4d 
Chieftain wgn 4d , 6P 

1 , 1 1 0  -1 1 ,041 
1 ,34� 

1 942 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

l6, 239 .2 3 .56 x 4 .00 90 
1 03 

S-Six 
S-Eight l8, 248 .9 3 .25 x 3 .75 

1 946 
25lA Torpedo Six (wb 1 1 9.0)-
26,636 bui lt Wght Price 

sdn 4d 3,361 1 ,427 
sdn 2d 3,326 1 ,368 
cpe sdn 3 ,326 1 ,399 
spt cpe 3,31 1 1 ,353 
cpe 3P 3 ,26 1  1 ,307 
cony cpe 3,591 1 ,63 1 

26lB Streaml iner Six (wb 1 22.0)-43,430 bui lt 

sdn 4d 3,490 1 ,5 1 0  
cpe sdn 3 ,435 1 ,438 
wgn 4d, 8P 3,790 1 ,942 
Deluxe wgn 4d, 8P 3,735 2 ,0 1 9 

27lA Torpedo Eight (wb 1 1 9.0)- 1 8,273 bui lt 

sdn 4d 3,436 1 ,455 
sdn 2d 3,396 1 ,395 
cpe sdn 3,391 1 ,428 

Prod 
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Wght Price Prod 8PA Torpedo Eight (wb 1 1 9 .0)-
35,300 bui l t  Wght Price Prod 

spt epe 3 ,376 1 , 381 
epe 3P 3 ,33 1 1 .335 sdn 4d 3,395 1 ,689 

eonv epe 3 ,65 1  1 .658 sdn 2d 3 .360 1 ,630 

28LB Streaml iner Eight (wb 1 22 .0)-49,301 bui lt 
epe sen 3,340 1 ,661 
spt epe 3.295 1 , 599 

sdn 4d 3 ,550 1 ,538 bus epe 3,295 1 ,548 

epe sdn 3 ,495 1 , 468 Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,395 1 ,778 

wgn 4d , 8P 3.870 1 ,970 Deluxe epe sdn 3 ,340 1 ,751  

Deluxe wgn 4d, 8P 3.850 2,047 Deluxe spt epe 3, 305 1 ,689 

1 946 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 
Deluxe eonv epe 3,600 2,072 

l6, 239 .2 3 .56 x 4.00 90 S-Six 
8PB Streaml iner Eight (wb 1 22.0)- 1 23, 1 1 5  bui l t  

l8, 248 .9  3 .25 ,- 3 .75 1 03 S-Eight sdn 4d 3, 525 1 ,775 
epe sdn 3,425 1 ,724 

1 947 wgn 4d, 8P 3 ,820 2 ,4 1 2  

6MA Torpedo Six (wb 1 1 9.0)-
Deluxe sdn 4d 3,530 1 ,864 
Deluxe epe sdn 3 ,455 1 ,8 1 4  

67, 1 25 bu i lt Wght Price Prod Deluxe wgn 4d , 6P 3 ,765 2 ,490 
sdn 4d 3.320 1 ,5 1 2 1 948 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity sdn 2d 3 ,295 1 ,453 
epe sdn 3 ,300 1 ,484 l6, 239 .2 3 .56 '- 4 .00 90 S-Six 
spt epe 3,295 1 ,438 l8, 248 .9 3.25 '- 3.75 1 04 S-Eight 
epe 3P 3 ,245 1 ,387 
eonv epe 3,560 1 ,8 1 1 
Deluxe eonv epe 3,560 1 ,853 1 949 

6MB Streaml iner Six (wb 1 22.0)-42,336 bui l t  6R Streaml iner Six (wb 1 20.0)-

sdn 4d 3,450 1 ,598 
69,654 bui l t  (i ncludes 6R Chiefta in)  Wght Price Prod 

epe sdn 3,400 1 , 547 sdn 4d 3,385 1 ,740 
wgn 4d , 8P 3 ,775 2,235 epe sdn 3,360 1 ,689 
Deluxe wgn 4d, 8P 3 ,7 1 5  2 ,3 1 2  wgn 4d, 8 P  wood body 3 ,745 2 ,543 

8MA Torpedo Eight (wb 1 1 9.0)-34,8 1 5  bui l t  wgn 4d,  8P metal body 3 ,650 2,543 
Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,4 1 5  1 ,835 

sdn 4d 3 ,405 1 , 559 Deluxe epe sdn 3 ,375 1 ,784 
sdn 2d 3 ,370 1 ,500 Deluxe wgn 4d , 6P wood body 3 ,730 2,622 
epe sdn 3 ,370 1 ,531  Deluxe wgn 4d , 6P metal body 3 ,580 2,622 
spt epe 3,360 1 ,485 

6R Chiefta in  Six (wb 1 20.0) epe 3P 3 ,3 1 0  1 ,434 
eonv epe 3 ,635 1 ,854 sdn 4d 3 ,385 1 ,76 1 
Deluxe eonv epe 3,635 1 ,900 sdn 2d 3,355 1 ,7 1 0  

8MB Streaml iner Eight (wb 1 22.0)-86,324 bui lt epe sdn 3 ,330 1 ,7 1 0 
bus epe 3,280 1 ,587 

sdn 4d 3 ,5 1 5 1 ,645 Deluxe sdn 4d 3, 4 1 5  1 ,856 
epe sdn 3,455 1 ,595 Deluxe sdn 2d 3 ,360 1 ,805 
wgn 4d, 8P 3 ,845 2,282 Deluxe epe sdn 3,345 1 ,805 
Deluxe wgn 4d , 8P  3 ,790 2,359 Deluxe eonv epe 3,600 2, 1 38 

1 947 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 8R Streaml iner Eight (wb 1 20.0)-235 , 1 65 bu i lt ( inc 8R Chiefta in)  

l6, 239 .2 3 .56 x 4 .00 90 S-Six sdn 4d 3,470 1 ,808 
l8, 248 .9  3 .25 x 3 .75 1 03 S-Eight epe sdn 3 ,435 1 ,75ff 

1 948 
wgn 4d, 8P wood body 3,835 2 ,61 1 
wgn 4d, 8P  metal body 3 ,690 2 ,6 1 1 

6PA Torpedo Six (wb 1 1 9.0)- Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,500 1 ,903 

39,262 bui l t  Wght Price Prod Deluxe epe sdn 3,445 1 ,853 
Deluxe wgn 4d , 6P wood body 3,800 2 ,690 

sdn 4d 3 ,320 1 ,64 1 Deluxe wgn 4d , 6P metal body 3,640 2,690 
sdn 2d 3,280 1 ,583 

8R Chieftain  Eight (wb 1 20.0) epe sdn 3,275 1 ,6 1 4  
spt epe 3 ,220 1 ,552 sdn 4d 3,475 1 ,829 
bus epe 3 ,230 1 ,500 sdn 2d 3 ,430 1 ,779 
Deluxe sdn 4d 3,340 1 ,731  epe sdn 3,390 1 ,779 
Deluxe epe sdn 3, 275 1 ,704 bus epe 3 ,355 1 ,656 
Deluxe spt epe 3 ,230 1 ,64 1 Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,480 . 1 ,924 
Deluxe eonv epe 3 ,525 2,025 Deluxe sdn 2d 3 ,430 1 ,874 

6PB Streaml i ner Six (wb 1 22.0)-37,742 bui l t  Deluxe epe sdn 3 ,4 1 5  1 ,874 
Deluxe eonv epe 3,670 2,206 

sdn 4d 3 ,450 1 ,727 
1 949 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity epe sdn 3,365 1 ,677 

wgn 4d, 8P  3 ,755 2,364 l6, 239.2  3 .56 x 4 .00 90 S-Six 
Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,455 1 ,8 1 7  l6, 239.2 3 . 56 x 4 .00 93 O-Six 
Deluxe epe sdn 3 ,370 1 ,766 l8, 248.9 3 .25 x 3 .75 1 04 S-Eight 
Deluxe wgn 4d, 6P 3,695 2,442 L8, 248 .9 3 .25 x 3.75 1 06 O-Eight 
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1 950 Wght Price Prod 

6T Streamli ner Six (wb 1 20.0)- sdn 2d 3,443 1 ,922 
1 1 5,542 bui lt ( i ncludes 6T Ch iefta in) Wght Price Prod epe sdn 3 ,4 1 8  1 .922 

fstbk sdn 4d 3 ,4 1 4  1 , 724 bus epe 3,388 1 , 787 
fstbk epe sdn 3 ,379 1 ,673 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,488 2,081 
wgn 4d,  8P 3 ,7 14  2 ,264 Deluxe sdn 2d 3 ,448 2 ,026 
Deluxe fstbk sdn 4d 3 ,4 1 9  1 ,8 1 9  Deluxe epe sdn 3 ,433 2 ,026 
Deluxe fstbk epe sdn 3,399 1 , 768 Deluxe Catal ina htp epe 3,543 2 ,257 
Deluxe wgn 4d, 6P 3,649 2,343 Deluxe eonv epe 3 ,683 2 ,388 

6T Chiefta in  Six (wb 1 20.0) Super Catal ina htp epe 3,548 2 ,320 
sdn 4d 3,409 1 ,745 1 951 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

sdn 2d 3,384 1 ,694 l6, 239.2 3.56 .-< 4 .00 1 02 S-Six 
epe sdn 3,359 1 ,694 l8, 268 .4 3 .38 / 3 .75 1 22 S-Eight 
bus epe 3 ,3 1 9  1 , 57 1 

1 952 Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,4 1 4  1 ,840 
Deluxe sdn 2d 3, 389 1 ,789 6W Chieftai n  Six (wb 1 20.0)- 1 9,B09 bui lt Wght Price Prod 
Deluxe epe sdn 3,364 1 , 789 sdn 4d 3 ,403 2,0 1 4  Deluxe Catal ina htp epe 3,469 2 ,000 sdn 2d 3,378 1 ,956 Deluxe eonv epe 3,624 2, 1 22 wgn 4d, 8P 3 ,7 1 8  2 ,61 5 Super Catal ina htp epe 3,469 2,058 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,403 2 , 1 1 9  

BT Streamli ner Eight (wb 1 20.0)-330,BB7 bui lt ( inc BT Chieftain)  Deluxe sdn 2d 3,378 2,060 
fstbk sdn 4d 3,499 1 ,792 Deluxe Catal ina htp epe 3 ,483 2,304 
fstbk epe sdn 3,464 1 ,742 Deluxe eonv epe 3,603 2,444 
wgn 4d, 8P 3,799 2,332 Deluxe wgn 4d, 6P 3 ,653 2 ,699 
Deluxe fstbk sdn 4d 3, 509 1 ,887 Super Catal ina htp epe 3 ,493 2,370 
Deluxe fstbk epe sdn 3,469 1 ,837 BW Chieftai n  Eight (wb 1 20.0)-251 ,564 bui lt  Deluxe wgn 4d,  6P 3,739 2 ,4 1 1 

BT Chiefta in  Eight (wb 1 20.0) 
sdn 4d 3 ,503 2 ,090 
sdn 2d 3 ,458 2,031 

sdn 4d 3,494 1 ,8 1 3 wgn 4d, 8P 3,8 1 3  2 ,689 
sdn 2d 3,454 1 ,763 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,503 2, 1 94 
epe sdn 3,444 1 ,763 Deluxe sdn 2d 3,458 2 , 1 36 
bus epe 3,399 1 ,640 Deluxe Catal ina htp epe 3 ,568 2,380 
Deluxe sdn 4d 3,499 1 ,908 Deluxe eonv epe 3,683 2 ,5 1 8  
Deluxe sdn 2d 3,464 1 ,858 Deluxe wgn 4d, 6P 3,758 2,772 
Deluxe epe sdn 3,454 1 ,858 Super Catal ina htp epe 3,573 2,446 
Deluxe Catal ina htp epe 3,549 2 ,069 

1 952 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity Deluxe eonv epe 3, 704 2, 1 90 
Super Catalina htp epe 3,549 2, 1 27 l6, 239.2  3 .56 x 4.00 1 02 S-Six 

1 950 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity l8, 268 .4 3.38 x 3 .75 1 22 S-E ight 
l6, 239 .2 3 .56x 4.00 90 S-Six 1 953 
l8, 268 .4 3 .38 .-< 3 .75 1 08 S-Eight 

6X Chieftai n  Six (wb 1 22.0)-3B,91 4  bui lt  Wght Price Prod 
1 951 sdn 4d 3 ,506 2,0 1 5 
6U Streaml iner Six (wb 1 20.0)- sdn 2d 3 ,466 1 ,956 
53,74B bui lt ( i ncludes 6U Chieftain) Wght Price Prod wgn 4d, 6P 3 ,71 3 2 ,450 

fstbk epe sdn 3 ,363 1 ,824 wgn 4d, 6P (woodgrain) 3 ,71 3 2,530 
wgn 4d, 8P 3,791 2 ,505 wgn 4d, 8P 3 ,71 8 2,470 wgn 4d, 8P (woodgrain) 3 ,79 1  2 ,585 Deluxe tstbk epe sdn 3,378 1 ,927 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,521 2, 1 1 9 Deluxe wgn 4d, 6P 3,638 2,556 Deluxe sdn 2d 3 ,48 1  2,060 

6U Chiefta in  Six (wb 1 20.0) Deluxe Catal ina htp epe 3 ,546 2,304 
sdn 4d 3,388 1 ,903 Deluxe eonv epe 3,696 2,444 
sdn 2d 3,358 1 ,848 Deluxe wgn 4d, 6P 3,751 2,590 
epe sdn 3,338 1 ,848 Deluxe wgn 4d, 6P (woodgrain)  3 ,751 2 ,670 
bus epe 3,308 1 ,7 1 3  Custom Catal ina htp epe 3,546 2,370 
Deluxe sdn 4d 3,388 2,006 BX Chieftai n  Eight (wb 1 22.0)-379,705 bui lt 
Deluxe sdn 2d 3,358 1 , 95 1 
Deluxe epe sdn 3,343 1 ,951 sdn 4d 3 ,58 1  2,090 
Deluxe Catal ina htp epe 3,458 2 , 1 82 sdn 2d 3 ,546 2,031 
Deluxe eonv epe 3,603 2 ,3 1 4  wgn 4d, 6P 3 ,81 1 2 ,525 
Super Catalina htp epe 3,468 2,244 wgn 4d, 6P (woodgrain) 3 ,8 1 1 2 ,605 

BU Streaml iner Eight (wb 1 20.0)-31 6,4 1 1 bu i lt ( inc BU Chiefta in)  
wgn 4d,  8P 3,881 2,580 
wgn 4d, 8P (woodgrain) 3,881 2,660 

fstbk epe sdn 3,458 1 ,900 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,596 2, 1 94 
wgn 4d, 8P 3,8 1 3  2,544 Deluxe sdn 2d 3,561 2, 1 36 
Deluxe �tbk epe sdn 3,463 2,003 Deluxe Catal ina htp epe 3,621 2 ,380 
Deluxe wgn 4d, 6P 3,743 2,629 Deluxe eonv epe 3 ,751  2 ,5 1 8  

-- --- Deluxe wgn 4d, 6P 3,84 1 2,664 
BU Chieftain  Eight (wb 1 20.0) Deluxe wgn 4d, 6P (woodgrain) 3,841 2,744 

sdn 4d 3,478 1 ,977 Custom Catal ina htp epe 3,621 2 ,446 
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1 953 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 870 Chieftain  (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 

L6, 239.2  3.56 x 4.00 1 1 5 S-Six man sdn 4d 3 ,51 2 2 ,4 1 3  22 ,082 
L6, 239.2 3.56 x 4.00 1 1 8 S-Six auto Catalina htp sdn 3 ,577 2,534 25,372 
L8, 268.4 3 .38 x 3.75 1 1 8 S-Eight man Catal ina htp cpe 3,5 1 2  2,840 24, 744 
L8, 268 .4 3 .38 x 3.75 1 22 S-Eight auto wgn 4d , 6P 3,657 2,749 21 ,674 
1 954 Custom Safari wgn 2d, 6P 3,642 3, 1 29 4,042 

6Z Chieftain Six (wb 1 22.0)-
Star Chief (wb 1 24.0) 

22,670 built Wght Price Prod sdn 4d 3 ,577 2,527 1 8 ,346 
Special sdn 4d 3,391 2 ,027 cony cpe 3 ,797 2,857 1 3 ,51 0 
Special sdn 2d 3 ,331  1 ,968 Custom Catal ina htp sdn 3,647 2,735 48,035 
Special wgn 4d , 8P 3,691 2,4 1 9  Custom Catalina htp cpe 3,567 2 ,665 43,392 
Special wgn 4d, 6P 3,601 2 ,364 1 956 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity 
DeLuxe sdn 4d 3 ,406 2, 1 3 1 V8, 3 1 6.6 3 .94 x 3.25 205 S-Chieftains DeLuxe sdn 2d 3,351 2,072 V8, 3 1 6.6 3 .94 x 3.25 227 S-Star Chief DeLuxe Catal ina htp cpe 3,421 2 ,31 6 
DeLuxe wgn 4d, 6P 3,646 2,504 1 957 
Custom Catalina htp cpe 3,421 2 ,382 

Chieftain (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 
8Z Chieftain Eight (wb 1 22.0)-1 49,986 built  sdn 4d 3,560 2,527 35,67 1 

Special sdn 4d 3,451 2 , 1 02 Catalina htp sdn 3 ,635 2 ,6 14  40,074 
Special sdn 2d 3,396 2,043 sdn 2d 3,5 1 5  2,463 2 1 ,343 
Special wgn 4d , 8P 3,771 2 ,494 Catal ina htp cpe 3,555 2,529 51 ,0 1 7 
Special wgn 4d, 6P 3,676 2 ,439 Safari wgn 4d, 9P 3,835 2,898 1 1 ,536 
DeLuxe sdn 4d 3,466 2 ,206 Safari wgn 2d, 6P 3,690 2,84 1  2 ,934 
DeLuxe Catalina htp cpe 3,491 2,392 

Super Chief (wb 1 22.0) DeLuxe wgn 4d , 6P 3,7 1 6  2,579 
Custom Catalina htp cpe 3,491 2 ,458 sdn 4d 3,585 2,664 1 5, 1 53 

8Z Star Chief (wb 1 24.0)-1 1 5,088 built Catalina htp sdn 3,640 2,793 1 9,758 
Catal ina htp cpe 3,570 2,735 1 5,494 

DeLuxe sdn 4d 3,536 2,301 Safari wgn 4d, 6P 3 ,765 3,021 1 4 ,095 
DeLuxe cony cpe 3,776 2 ,630 Custom Safari wgn 2d, 6p· 3,750 3,481 1 ,292 
Custom sdn 4d 3,536 2,394 

Star Chief (wb 1 24.0; wgn-1 22.0) Custom Catal ina htp cpe 3,551 2 ,557 
1 954 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity sdn 4d 3,630 2 ,839 3 ,774 

L6, 239.2 3.56 x 4.00 1 1 5 S-Chieftain Six man cony cpe 3 ,860 3, 1 05 1 2,789 
Custom sdn 4d 3,645 2,896 8 ,874 

L6, 239.2 3.56 x 4.00 1 1 8 S-Chieftain Six auto Custom Catalina htp sdn 3,71 0 2 ,975 44 ,283 
L8, 268.4 3 .38 x 3.75 1 22 S-Chftn 8/Star Chief man Custom Catal ina htp cpe 3,640 2,901 32,864 
L8, 268.4 3 .38 x 3.75 1 27 S-Chftn 8/Star Chief auto Custom Safari wgn 4d, 6P 3,8 1 0  3,636 1 ,894 
1 955 Bonnevi l le (wb 1 24.0) 

860 Chieftain (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod cony cpe 4,285 5,782 630 
sdn 4d 3,5 1 1 2 , 1 64 65, 1 55 • All Pontiac wagons were called Safaris in 1 957. The model i ndicated is the 
sdn 2d 3,476 2, 1 05 58,654 hardtop-styled Safari, first offered in 1 955 and discontinued after 1 957. 
wgn 4d , 8P 3,686 2,5 1 8  6,091 

1 957 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity wgn 2d, 6P 3 ,626 2,434 8 ,620 
V8, 347.0  3 .94 x 3 .56 252 S-Chieftain 

870 Chieftai n  (wb 1 22.0) V8, 347.0  3 .94 x 3.56 270 S-Super Chief, Star Chief 
sdn 4d 3 ,5 1 1 2 ,268 9 1 , 1 87 V8, 347.0 3.94 x 3.56 290 O-all exc Bonneville 
sdn 2d 3,476 2,209 28,950 V8, 347.0 3 .94 x 3.56 300 + S-Bonnevi l le (fuel injection) 
Catalina htp cpe 3,521 2,335 72,608 1 958 wgn 4d , 6P 3,676 2,603 1 9,439 
Custom Safari wgn 2d, 6P 3 ,636 2 ,962 3 ,760 Chieftain (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 

Star Chief (wb 1 24 .0) 2567 cony cpe 3,850 3,0 1 9  7 ,359 
sdn 4d 3,556 2,362 44,800 2731 Catal ina htp cpe 3 ,650 2,707 26,003 

3,791 2,691 1 9,762 2739 Catalina htp sdn 3 ,785 2,792 1 7,946 cony cpe 2741 sdn 2d 3,640 2,573 1 7,394 Custom sdn 4d 3 ,557 2,455 35,1 53 2749 sdn 4d 3 ,735 2,638 44,999 Custom Catal ina htp cpe 3 ,566 2 ,499 99,629 2793 S afari wgn 4d, 6P 4 ,025 3,0 1 9  9,701 
1 955 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labil i ty 2794 Safari wgn 4d , 9P 4,070 3,088 5,41 7 
V8, 287.2 3 .75 x 3.25 1 80 S-al l  Super Chief (wb 1 24.0) 

1 956 283 1 0 Catalina htp cpe 3,690 . 2 ,880 7,236 
860 Chieftain (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod 

2839D Catalina htp sdn 3 ,8 1 0  2,961 7 ,886 
2849D sdn 4d 3,770 2,834 1 2 ,006 

sdn 4d 3,5 1 2  2 ,298 4 1 ,987 
Star Chief Custom (wb 1 24.0) C atal ina htp sdn 3,577 2,443 35,201 

sdn 2d 3,452 2,240 4 1 ,908 2793SC Safari wgn 4d , 6P 4,065 3 ,350 2,905 
Catalina htp cpe 3,51 2 2,370 46,335 283 1 SD Catalina htp cpe 3,735 3 , 1 22 1 3,888 
wgn 4d, 9P 3,707 2 ,653 1 2,702 2839SD Catalina htp sdn 3,850 3,2 1 0  2 1 ,455 
wgn 2d, 6P 3 ,6 1 2  2,569 6 ,099 2849SD sdn 4d 3,825 3,071 1 0,547 
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Bonnevi l le Custom (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
---

2547SD htp epe 3 , 7 1 0  3,481 9, 1 44 V8, 389.0  4 .06 ;< 3 .75 283 S-Star Chief/Cat/Vent auto 
2567SD eonv epe 3, 925 3,586 3.096 V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3 .75 303 S-Bonnevi l le auto 

1 958 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
V8, 389.0  4 06 x 3.75 3 1 8  O-all (Tri- Power) 

-- 1 961  V8, 370.0 4.06 x 3.56 240 S-Chieftain/Super Chief man 
V8, 370.0 4 06 v 3.56 255 S-Star Ch ief/Bonnevi l le man Tempest (wb 1 1 2.0) Wght Price Prod 

V8. 370.0 4 06 x 3 56 270 S-Chieftain/Super Chief auto 21 1 7  Custom spt epe 2 ,795 2,297 7 ,455 
V8, 370 .0 4. 06 / 3. 56 285 S-Star Chief/Bonnevi l le auto 21 1 9  sdn 4d 2 ,800 2 , 1 67 22,557 
V8, 370.0 4.06 ;< 3.56 300 O-all (Tri- Power) 2 1 20 Custom sdn 4d 2,8 1 0  2 ,351 40 ,082 
V8, 370 .0  4 .06 / 3.56 3 1 0  O-all (fuel injection) 2 1 27 spt epe 2 ,785 2 , 1 1 3 7,432 

2 1 35 wgn 4d 2 ,980 2 ,438 7 ,404 
1 959 2 1 36 Custom wgn 4d 2,990 2 ,622 1 5,853 
Catalina (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod Catal ina (wb 1 1 9 .0) 

21 1 1  Sport sdn 2d 3,870 2,633 26, 1 02 23 1 1  Sport sdn 2d 3,650 2,631 9,846 
21 1 9  sdn 4d 3,955 2 ,704 72,377 2335 Safari wgn 4d , 6P 4, 1 35 3,099 1 2 ,595 
2 1 35 Safari wgn 4d, 6P 4 ,345 3 , 1 0 1  2 1 , 1 62 2337 Sport htp epe 3,680 2,766 1 4, 524 
2 1 37 Sport htp epe 3,900 2,768 38,309 2339 Vista htp sdn 3,785 2,842 1 7,589 
2 1 39 Vista htp sdn 4 ,005 2 ,844 45,0 1 2  2345 Safari wgn 4d , 9P 4, 1 75 3,207 7 ,783 
2 1 45 Safari wgn 4d, 9P 4,405 3 ,209 1 4 ,084 2367 eonv epe 3,805 3,078 1 2 ,379 
2 1 67 eonv epe 3,970 3,080 1 4 ,51 5 2369 sdn 4d 3 ,725 2 ,702 38,638 
Star Chief (wb 1 24.0) Ventura (wb 1 1 9.0) 

24 1 1  Sport sdn 2d 3,930 2,934 1 0,254 2537 Sport htp epe 3,685 2,97 1 1 3,297 
24 1 9  sdn 4d 4,005 3,005 27,872 2539 Vista htp sdn 3,795 3,047 1 3 ,91 2  
2439 Vista htp sdn 4,055 3, 1 38 30,689 Star Chief (wb 1 23.0) 
Bonnevi l le (wb 1 24.0; wgn-1 22.0) 2639 Vista htp sdn 3,870 3, 1 36 1 3,559 
2735 Custom Safari wgn 4d , 6P 4,370 3,532 4,673 2669 sdn 4d 3,840 3,003 1 6,024 
2837 Sport htp epe 3,985 3,257 27,769 Bonnevi l le (wb 1 23.0) 2839 Vista htp sdn 4,085 3,333 38,696 
2867 eonv epe 4,070 3,478 1 1 ,426 2735 Custom Safari wgn 4d 4 , 1 85 3 ,530 3,323 
1 959 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

2837 Sport htp epe 3,8 1 0  3,255 1 6 ,906 
2839 Vista htp sdn 3,895 3,33 1  30,830 

V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3 .75 2 1 5 O-all auto 2867 eonv epe 3,905 3,476 1 8,264 
V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3 .75 245 S-Catalina/Star Ch ief man 1 961 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity V8, 389 .0 4.06 x 3 .75 260 S-Bonnevil le auto 
V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3.75 280 S-Catalina/Star Chief auto L4, 1 94 .5  4 .06 x 3 .75 1 1 0 S-Tempest man 
V8, 389.0 4 .06 x 3 .75 300 S-Bonneville auto L4, 1 94 .5 4 .06 x 3.75 1 30 S-Tempest auto 
V8, 389.0 4 .06 x 3 .75 O-all (4bbl) V8, 2 1 5 .0 3 .50 x 2.80 1 55 O-Tempest 
V8, 389.0  4 .06 x 3 .75 3 1 0  O-all (Tri-Power) V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3.75 2 1 5 S-Star Chief/Cat/Vent man 

V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3.75 230 O-al l  auto exe Tempest 
1 960 V8, 389.0 4 .06 x 3.75 235 S-Bonnevi l le man;  

O-other man 
Catalina (wb 1 22.0) Wght Price Prod V8, 389.0 4 .06 x 3 .75 267 S-Catal ina/Ventura auto 
21 1 1  Sport sdn 2d 3,835 2,63 1  25, 504 V8, 389 .0 4.06 x 3 .75 283 S-Star Chief auto 
2 1 1 9  sdn 4d 3 ,935 2 ,702 72 ,650 V8, 389 .0 4 .06 x 3.75 287 O-Catal ina/Ventura auto 
2 1 35 Safari wgn 4d , 6P 4 ,3 1 0  3 ,099 2 1 ,253 V8, 389.0  4.06 x 3.75 303 S-Bonneville auto; 
2 1 37 Sport htp epe 3,850 2,766 27 ,496 O-Star Chief auto 
2 1 39 Vista htp sdn 3,990 2,842 32,71 0 V8, 389.0 4 .06 x 3.75 3 1 8  O-all exe Tempest 
2 1 45 Safari wgn 4d , 9P 4,365 3,207 1 4 , 1 49 (Tri-Power) 
2 1 67 eonv epe 3,940 3,078 1 7, 1 72 1 962 
Ventura (wb 1 22.0) Tempest (wb 1 1 2.0)" Wght Price Prod 

2337 Sport htp epe 3,865 2,971 27,577 21 1 7  spt epe 2 ,800 2,294 5 1 ,98 1 
2339 Vista htp sdn 3 ,990 3,047 28,700 21 1 9  sdn 4d 2 ,8 1 5  2,240 37,430 
Star Chief (wb 1 24.0) 

21 27 epe 2 ,785 2, 1 86 1 5,473 
2 1 35 Safari wgn 4d 2,995 2 ,51 1 1 7,674 

24 1 1  Sport sdn 2d 3,9 1 0 2,932 5,797 2 1 67 eony epe 2 ,955 2 ,564 20,635 
241 9  sdn 4d 3 ,995 3,003 23 ,038 Catal ina (wb 1 20.0;  wgn-1 1 9.0) 2439 Vista htp sdn 4,040 3, 1 36 1 4 ,856 
Bonnevi l le (wb 1 24.0; wgn-1 22.0) 

231 1  Sport sdn 2d 3,705 2,725 1 4,263 
2335 Safari wgn 4d , 6P 4 , 1 80 3, 1 93 1 9,399 

2735 Custom Safari wgn 4d, 6P 4,360 3,530 5 , 1 63 2339 Vista htp sdn 3,825 2,936 29,251 
2837 Sport htp epe 3,965 3,255 24,01 5 2345 Safari wgn 4d, 9P 4,220 3,301 1 0,71 6  
2839 Vista htp sdn 4,065 3,33 1 39,037 2347 Sport htp epe 3 ,730 2,860 46,024 
2867 eonv epe 4,030 3,476 1 7,062 2367 eony epe 3,855 3, 1 72 1 6,877 
1 960 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 2369 sdn 4d 3,765 2 ,796 68, 1 24 

V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3 .75 2 1 5  O-all auto Star Chief (wb 1 23.0) 

V8, 389.0 4 .06 x 3.75 245 S-Star Chief/Cat/Vent man 2639 Vista htp sdn 3,925 3,230 1 3,882 
V8, 389.0 4 .06 x 3 .75 260 S-Bonneyi l le man 2669 sdn 4d 3 ,875 3,097 27,760 
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Pontiac 
- --

Bonnevi l le  (wb 1 23.0) Wght Price Prod bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
---- --

2735 Custom Safari wgn 4d 4,255 3 ,624 4,527 V8, 326 .0 3 .72 >.. 3 .75 260 O-Tempest 
2839 Vista htp sdn 4,005 3,425 44,0 1 5 V8, 389 .0  4 .06 x 3 .75 2 1 5  S-Catal ina/Star Ch ief man 
2847 Sport htp cpe 3 ,900 3 ,349 3 1 , 629 V8, 389 .0  4 06 ;.., 3 .75 230 O-al l ful l-size auto 
2867 cony cpe 4,005 3, 570 2 1 ,582 V8, 389 .0 4 .06 ,< 3 .75 235 S-Bonn man; O-CaU 
Grand Prix (wb 1 20 .0) 

Star Chief man 
V8, 389 .0 4.06 x 3 .75 267 S-Catal ina man 

2947 Sport htp cpe 3,835 3,490 30, 1 95 V8, 389 .0 4 .06 '>( 3 .75 283 S-Star Chief man 
*Tempest i ncludes Deluxe and leMans tr im options. Factory records V8, 389 .0 4.06 x 3 .75 303 S-GP, Bonn auto; 
include the following production breakdowns: O-SC/Cat auto 

V8, 389.0 4 .06 x 3.75 3 1 8  O-all ful l-size (Tr i-Power) 
std Deluxe leMans V8, 42 1 .0 4 .09 >.. 4 .00 353 O-al l fu l l-size 

cpe 1 5 ,4 73 V8, 42 1 .0 4.09 x 4 .00 370 O-all fu l l-size 
spt cpe 1 2 ,3 1 9  39,662 1 964 
sdn 4d 1 6 ,057 2 1 ,373 

Tempest (wb 1 1 5.0) wgn 4d 6,504 1 1 , 1 70 Wght Price Prod 

cony cpe 5,076 1 5 ,559 2027 spt cpe 2,930 2 ,259 6,365 
1 962 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 2035 Safari wgn 4d 3,245 2,605 6, 834 

2069 sdn 4d 2,970 2,3 1 3  1 9,427 
l4, 1 94 .5  4 .06 x 3.75 1 1 0 S-Tempest man 2 1 27 Custom spt cpe 2,955 2,345 25,833 
l4, 1 94 .5  4 .06 x 3 .75 1 1 5 S-Tempest auto 2 1 35 Custom Safari wgn 4d 3,260 2,691 1 0 ,696 
V8, 21 5.0 3 .50 x 2.80 1 85 O-Tempest 2 1 67 Custom cony cpe 3,075 2,64 1  7,987 
V8, 389.0 4 .06 x 3 . 75 2 1 5  S-Catal ina/Star Chief man 2 1 69 Custom sdn 4d 2 ,990 2,399 29,948 
V8, 389.0 4 .06 x 3 . 75 230 O-all ful l-size 2227 leMans spt cpe 2,975 2,491 3 1 ,3 1 7 
V8, 389 .0 4 .06 x 3 .75 235 S-Bonn man; 2237 leMans htp cpe 2,995 2 ,556 3 1 ,3 1 0  

O-CaUS Chf man 2267 leMans cony cpe 3, 1 25 2,796 1 7 ,559 
V8, 389 .0 4 .06 x 3 .75 267 S-Catal ina auto 

Tempest G. T.O. (wb 1 1 5.0) V8, 389 .0 4 .06 x 3 . 75 283 S-Star Chief auto 
V8, 389 .0 4 .06 x 3 .75 303 S-Bonn auto, GP ;  O-others 2227 spt cpe 3,000 3,200 7,384 
V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3 .75 3 1 8  O-all fu l l -size (Tri-Power) 2237 htp cpe 3,020 3,250 1 8 ,422 
V8, 389.0 4 .06 x 3 .75 333 O-all ful l -size (4bbl) 2267 cony cpe 3, 1 50 3,500 6,644 
V8, 389 .0 4 .06 3 .75 348 O-all ful l-size (Tri-Power) Catal ina (wb 1 20.0 ;  wgn- 1 1 9.0)* 

1 963 231 1 sdn 2d 3,695 2 ,735 1 2 ,480 
2335 Safari wgn 4d, 6P 4 , 1 90 3,203 20,356 

Tempest (wb 1 1 2.0) Wght Price Prod 2339 Vista htp sdn 3 ,835 2,945 33,849 
2 1 1 7  Deluxe spt cpe 2,820 2 ,294 1 3 , 1 57 2345 Safari wgn 4d , 9P 4 ,235 3 ,3 1 1 1 3 , 1 40 
2 1 1 9  sdn 4d (incl Deluxe) 2,835 2,241 28,221 2347 Sport htp cpe 3 ,750 2,869 74 ,793 
2 1 27 cpe 2,8 1 0  2 , 1 88 1 3 ,307 2367 cony cpe 3,825 3 , 1 8 1  1 8,693 
2 1 35 wgn 4d ( incl Deluxe) 2 ,995 2,5 1 2  1 0 , 1 35 2369 sdn 4d 3,770 2 ,806 84,457 
2 1 67 Deluxe cony cpe 2,980 2,564 5 ,0 1 2  Star Chief (wb 1 23 .0) 
Tempest leMans (wb 1 1 2.0) 2639 Vista htp sdn 3,945 3,239 1 1 ,200 
221 7 spt cpe 2,865 2,4 1 8  45,701 2669 sdn 4d 3,885 3, 1 07 26 ,453 
2267 cony cpe 3,035 2 ,742 1 5 ,957 Bonnevi l le (wb 1 20.0 ;  wgn-1 1 9.0) 
Cata l ina (wb 1 20.0, wgn-1 1 9.0) 2835 Safari wgn 4d 4,275 3 ,633 5,844 
231 1 Sport sdn 2d 3,685 2 ,725 1 4 ,09 1 2839 htp sdn 3 ,995 3,433 57 ,630 
2335 Safari wgn 4d, 6P 4 , 1 75 3, 1 93 1 8 ,446 2847 htp cpe 3,920 3 ,358 34, 769 
2339 Vista htp sdn 3,8 1 5 2,934 3 1 ,256 2867 cony cpe 3 ,985 3 ,578 . 22,0 1 6  
2345 Safari wgn 4d, 9P 4,230 3,300 1 1 ,751  Grand Prix (wb 1 20.0) 
2347 Sport htp cpe 3 ,725 2,859 60,795 
2367 cony cpe 3 ,835 3, 1 79 1 8,249 2957 Sport htp cpe 3,930 3,499 63,8 1 0  
2369 sdn 4d 3,755 2,795 79,96 1 ' I ncludes models equipped with 2 + 2  option package. 
Star Chief (wb 1 23 .0) 1 964 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

2639 Vista htp sdn 3,9 1 5  3 ,229 1 2,448 l6, 21 5.0 3 . 75 x 3.25 1 40 S-Tempest exc GTO 
2669 sdn 4d 3 ,885 3 ,096 28,309 V8, 326 .0 3 .72 x 3 .75 250 O-Tempest 

V8, 326.0 3 .72 x 3 .75 280 O-Tempest 
Bonnevi l le (wb 1 23.0;  wgn- 1 1 9.0) V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3.75 230 O-all ful l-size auto 
2835 Safari wgn 4d, 6P 4 ,245 3 ,623 5 , 1 56 V8, 389 .0 4 .06 x 3.75 235 S-CatalinaiStar Chf man 
2839 Vista htp sdn 3,985 3 ,423 49,929 V8, 389.0 4 .06 x 3.75 267 S-CatalinaiStar Chf auto 
2847 Sport htp cpe 3,895 3,348 30,995 V8, 389.0 4 .06 x 3.75 283 S-Cat 2 + � option ; 
2865 cony cpe 3,970 3,568 23,459 O-CaUSC auto 

Grand Prix (wb 1 20.0) 
V8, 389.0 4.06 3 .75 303 S-GP/Bonn auto; 

O-CaUSC auto 
2957 Sport htp cpe 3,9 1 5  3 ,489 72,959 V8, 389 .0 4 .06 x 3. 75 306 S-GP/Bonn man; 
1 963 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

O-CaUSC man 
V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3.75 325 S-GTO; O-Tempest 

l4, 1 94 .5  4 .06 3.75 1 1 5  S-Tempest V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3. 75 330 O-full -size 
l4, 1 94.5 4 .06 3.75 1 20 O-Tempest man V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3.75 348 O-GTO 
l4, 1 94 .5 4 .06 3 .75 1 40 O-Tempest auto V8, 42 1 .0 4.09 x 4.00 350 O-full-size 
l4, 1 94.5 4 .06 3 .75 1 66 O-Tempest V8. 42 1 .0 4 .09 x 4 .00 370 O-ful l-size 
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Pontiac 

1 965 
233 Tempest (wb 1 1 5.0) 
-

27 spl cpe 
35 Safan wgn 4d 
69 sdn 4d 
235 Tempest Custom (wb 1 1 5.0) 

- -

27 
35 
37 
67 
69 

spl cpe 
Safari wgn 4d 
hlp cpe 
conv cpe 
sdn 4d 

237 Tempest LeMans (wb 1 1 5.0) 

27 spl cpe 
27 G .T .O.  spl cpe 
37 hlp cpe 
37 G .T .O.  htp cpe 
67 conv cpe 
67 G .T.O. conv cpe 
69 sdn 4d 
252 Catal ina (wb 1 21 .0) ' 

1 1  sdn 2d 
35 Safari wgn 4d , 6P 
37 Sport hlp cpe 
39 Visla hlp sdn 
45 Safari wgn 4d , 9P 
67 conv cpe 
69 sdn 4d 
256 Star Chief (wb 1 24.0) 

39 hlp sdn 
69 sdn 4d 
262 Bonnevi l le  (wb 1 24.0; wgn-1 21 .0) 

35 Safari wgn 4d 
37 Sport htp cpe 
39 htp sdn 
67 conv cpe 
266 Grand Prix (wb 1 21 .0) 

57 Sport htp cpe 

Wght Price Prod 

2,930 2,260 1 8, 1 98 
3,220 2 ,605 5,622 
2 ,975 2,3 1 3  1 5 ,705 

2,975 2,346 1 8,367 
3 ,21 5 2,6 1 9  1 0,792 
2,975 2 ,41 1 29,906 
3,080 2,64 1 8,346 
2,980 2,400 25,242 

3,020 2,491 1 8,881 
3,468 2 ,751 8,3 1 9  
3,030 2,556 60, 548 
3 ,478 2,8 1 6  55,722 
3 , 1 1 5  2 ,797 1 3 ,897 
3 ,563 3,057 1 1 ,3 1 1 
3,020 2,551 1 4,227 

3,695 2, 734 9,526 
4 , 1 65 3 ,202 22,399 
3,750 2 ,868 92,009 
3,855 2,945 38,8 1 4  
4,2 1 0  3,309 1 5, 1 1 0  
3,8 1 5  3 , 1 96 1 8,347 
3 ,750 2,805 78,853 

3,925 3,238 9, 1 32 
3,860 3, 1 06 22, 1 83 

4,3 1 0  3,632 6,460 
3,890 3,357 44,030 
3,990 3,433 62,480 
3,950 3, 594 2 1 ,050 

3,940 3,498 57,88 1 
' Includes models equipped with 2 + 2  option package. 
1 965 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

L6, 2 1 5.0 3 .75 x 3 .25 1 40 S-Tempest exc GTO 
V8, 326.0 3 .72 x 3 .75 250 O-Tempest 
V8, 326 .0 3 .72 x 3 .75 285 O-Tempest 
V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3.75 256 S-Cat/SC man;  

O-other full -size 
V8, 389 .0 4 .06 x 3.75 290 S-Catal inaiSlar Chf auto 
V8, 389 .0 4.06 x 3.75 325 S-Bonn/Grand Prix auto 
V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3.75 333 S-Bonn/Grand Prix man 
V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3 .75 335 S-GTO 
V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3.75 360 O-GTO 
V8, 42 1 .0 4.09 x 4.00 338 S-Cat 2 + 2 ;  O-other full-size 
V8 , 421 .0 4.09 x 4.00 356 O-all full -size 
V8, 42 1 .0 4.09 x 4.00 376 O-all ful l -size 
1 966 
233 Tempest (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 

07 spt cpe 3,040 2,278 22,266 
35 wgn 4d 3,340 2 ,624 40,095 
69 sdn 4d 3,075 2,331 1 7,392 
235 Tempest Custom (wb 1 1 5.0) 

07 spl cpe 3,060 2,362 1 7, 1 82 
1 7  htp cpe 3,075 2 ,426 3 1 ,322 
35 wgn 4d 3,355 2 ,709 7,61 4  
39 htp sdn 3, 1 95 2 ,547 1 0,996 
67 conv cpe 3, 1 70 2,665 5 ,557 
69 sdn 4d 3 , 1 00 2,4 1 5  23,988 
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237 LeMans (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 

07 spl cpe 3,090 2 ,505 1 6,654 
1 7  hlp cpe 3, 1 25 2,568 78 , 1 09 
39 hlp sdn 3, 1 95 2,701 1 3 ,897 
67 conv cpe 3,220 2,806 1 3,080 
242 Tempest G.T.O. (wb 1 1 5.0) 

07 spt cpe 3,445 2 ,783 1 0,363 
1 7  hlp cpe 3,465 2 ,847 73,785 
67 conv cpe 3,555 3,082 1 2,798 
252 Cata l ina (wb 1 21 .0) 

1 1  sdn 2d 3 ,71 5 2,762 7,925 
35 wgn 4d , 6P 4,250 3,2 1 7  2 1 ,082 
37 hlp cpe 3, 835 2,893 79,0 13  
39 hlp sdn 3 ,9 1 0  2,968 38,005 
45 wgn 4d , 9P 4,3 1 5  3 ,338 1 2,965 
67 conv cpe 3,860 3,2 1 9  1 4,837 
69 sdn 4d 3,785 2,831 80,483 
254 2 + 2  (wb 1 21 .0)' 

37 htp cpe 4,005 3,298 
67 conv cpe 4,030 3,602 
256 Star Chief Executive (wb 1 24.0) 

37 hlp cpe 3 ,920 3, 1 70 1 0, 1 40 
39 htp sdn 3,980 3, 244 1 0,583 
69 sdn 4d 3,920 3 , 1 1 4  24,489 
262 Bonnevi l le (wb 1 24.0;  wgn- 1 2 1 .0) 

37 htp cpe 4,020 3,354 42,004 
39 htp sdn 4,070 3,428 68,646 
45 wgn 4d, 3S 4,390 3 ,747 8,452 
67 conv cpe 4,0 1 5  3,586 1 6,299 
266 Grand Prix (wb 1 21 .0) 

57 htp cpe 4,0 1 5 3 ,492 36,757 
' Included in Catal ina production figures. 
1 966 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

L6, 230.0 3 .88 x 3.26 1 65 S-Tempest, LeMans 
L6, 230.0 3.88 x 3 .26 207 O-Tempest, LeMans 
V8, 326 .0 3 .72 x 3 .75 250 O-Tempest, LeMans 
V8, 326 .0 3 .72 x 3.75 285 O-Tempest, LeMans 
V8, 389 .0 4 .06 x 3 .75 256 S-Cat/SC man 

O-other full-size 
V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3.75 290 O-Catal ina, Star Chief 
V8, 389 .0 4.06 x 3.75 325 S-Bonn/GP auto; 

O-Cat, Star Chief 
V8, 389.0 4 .06 x 3 .75 333 S-Bonn/GP man, GTO 
V8, 389.0 4.06 x 3 .75 360 O-GTO 
V8, 421 .0 4.09 x 4.00 338 S-2 + 2 ;  O-other ful l-size 
V8, 42 1 .0 4.09 x 4 .00 356 O-all ful l-size 
V8, 421 .0 4.09 x 4.00 376 O-all ful l-size 

1 967 
223 Firebird (wb 1 08. 1 )  Wght Price Prod 

37 htp cpe 2,955 2 ,666 67,032 
67 conv cpe 3,247 2 ,903 1 5,526 
233 Tempest (wb 1 1 5.0) 

07 cpe 3 , 1 1 0  2,34 1 1 7,978 
35 wgn 4d 3,370 2,666 3,495 
69 sdn 4d 3 , 1 40 2,388 1 3, 1 36 
235 Tempest Custom (wb 1 1 5.0) 

07 cpe 3, 1 30 2,437 1 2,469 
1 7  htp cpe 3, 1 40 2,494 30,5 1 2 
35 wgn 4d 3,370 2,760 5,324 
39 htp sdn 3,240 2,608 5,493 
67 conv cpe 3,240 2 ,723 4,082 
69 sdn 4d 3, 1 45 2,482 1 7,445 



237 LeMa ns (wb 1 1 5.0) Wght Price Prod 

07 cpe 3, 1 55 2 ,586 1 0 ,693 
1 7  htp cpe 3, 1 55 2 ,648 75,965 
39 htp sdn 3 .265 2 ,77 1 8 ,424 
67 cony cpe 3.250 2 ,88 1 9 ,820 
239 Tempest Safari (wb 1 1 5.0) 

35 wgn 4d 3,390 2 ,936 4 ,5 1 1 
242 Tempest G.T.O.  (wb 1 1 5.0) I I 
07 cpe 3 ,425 2 ,871  7,029 
1 7  htp cpe 3 ,430 2 .935 65, 1 76 

I 67 cony cpe 3.5 1 5 3 , 1 65 9. 5 1 7 
252 Cata l ina (wb 1 21 .0), 

I 1 1  sdn 2d 3,735 2,807 5,633 I 
35 wgn 4d. 6P 4 ,275 3 ,252 1 8 .305 I 

I 39 htp sdn 3,960 3,020 37 ,256 

I 45 wgn 4d ,  9P 4,340 3,374 1 1 ,040 
67 3,9 1 0  3,276 1 0,033 cony cpe 
69 sdn 4d 3 ,825 2 ,866 80,551 
87 htp cpe 3 ,860 2 ,951  77,932 
256 Executive (wb 1 24.0 ;  wgn- 1 2 1 .0) 

35 wgn 4d, 6P 4 ,290 3,600 5 ,903 
39 htp sdn 4 ,020 3,296 8,699 I 

I 45 wgn 4d , 9P 4,370 3 .722 5 ,593 
69 sdn 4d 3,955 3, 1 65 1 9 ,861 
87 htp cpe 3,925 3,227 6,931 

i 
262 Bonnevi l le (wb 1 24.0;  wgn-1 21 .0) 

39 htp sdn 4 , 1 1 0  3. 5 1 7 56,307 
45 wgn 4d , 9P 4 ,41 5 3,8 1 9 6 ,771  
67 cony cpe 4,0 1 0  3 ,680 8 ,902 
87 htp cpe 3,975 3 ,448 3 1 ,0 1 6  
266 Grand Prix (wb 1 21 .0) 

57 htp cpe 4,005 3 ,549 37, 1 25 
67 cony cpe 4 ,040 3 ,8 1 3  5 ,856 

I 
' I ncludes models equipped with 2 + 2  option package. 
1 967 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

I L6, 230.0 3.88 x 3 . 26 1 65 S-Firebird, LeMans,Temp 
exc GTO 

L6, 230.0 3 .88 x 3 .26 2 1 5 O-Firebird, LeMans, Temp 
exc GTO 

V8, 326 .0 3 .72 x 3.75 250 O-Firebird ,  LeMans, Temp 
exc GTO 

V8, 326.0 3 .72 x 3 .75 285 O-Firebird, LeMans, Temp 
exc Tempest Safari wgn 

V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3 .75 255 O-GTO auto 
V8, 400.0 4. 1 2  3 .75 265 S-Cat/Vent/Exec man;  

O-auto 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3. 75 290 S-Cat/Vent/Exec auto 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2  3.75 325 S-Bonn auto, Firebird 400 

O-Catal ina, Ventura, Exec 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3.75 333 S-Bonn man; O-Cat, 

Vent, Exec 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2  3 .75 335 S-GTO 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3.75 350 S-Grand Prix 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2  3.75 360 O-GTO 
V8, 428.0 4 . 1 2 x 4.00 360 S-2 + 2 ;  O-Cat, Exec, Bonn, 

Grand Prix 
V8, 428.0 4 . 1 2 x 4.00 376 O-Catal ina, Exec, Bonn, 

Grand Prix 
1 968 
223 Firebird (wb 1 08. 1 )  Wght Price Prod 

37 htp cpe 3,061 2 ,78 1  90, 1 52 
67 conv cpe 3 ,346 2,996 1 6,960 
233 Tempest (wb 1 1 6.0 ;  2d-1 1 2.0) 

27 spt cpe 3,242 2,461 1 9,991 

Pontiac 
- - - - - -

233 Tempest (wb 1 1 6 .0 ;  2d-1 1 2.0) Wght Price Prod 
- - --

69 sdn 4d 3 .309 2 ,509 1 1 ,590 
-

- --
-

235 Tempest Custom (wb 1 1 6.0
'
; 2d-1 1 2.0) 

- - - --

27 spt cpe 
35 wgn 4d 
37 htp cpe 
39 htp sdn 
67 cony cpe 
69 sdn 4d 

-- -- -

237 LeMans (wb 1 1 6 .0 ;  2d-1 1 2.0) 
---

-----

27 spt cpe 
37 htp cpe 
39 htp sdn 
67 cony cpe 

--

239 Tempest Safari (wb 1 1 6.0) 
-

35 wgn 4d 
--

242 Tempest G .T.O. (wb 1 1 2.0) 

37 htp cpe 
67 cony cpe 
252 Catal ina (wb 1 2 1 .0) 

1 1  sdn 2d 
35 wgn 4d. 6P 
39 htp sdn 
45 wgn 4d , 9P 
67 cony cpe 
69 sdn 4d 
87 htp cpe 
256 Executive (wb 1 24.0 ;  wgn- 1 2 1 .0) 

35 wgn 4d, 6P 
39 htp sdn 
45 wgn 4d, 9P 
69 sdn 4d 
87 htp cpe 
262 Bonnevi l le  (wb 1 24.0 ;  wgn-1 21 .0) 

39 htp sdn 
45 wgn 4d, 9P 
67 cony cpe 
69 sdn 4d 
87 htp cpe 
266 Grand Pr ix (wb 1 21 .0) 

57 htp cpe 
1 968 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 250.0 3.88 x 3 .53 1 75 

L6, 250.0 3.88 x 3.53 2 1 5  

V8, 350.0 3 .88 x 3 .75 265 

V8, 350 .0  3.88 x 3 .75 320 

V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3 .75 265 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3.75 290 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3.75 330 
V8, 400 .0 4 . 1 2 x 3 . 75 335 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3.75 340 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3.75 350 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3.75 360 
V8, 428.0 4 . 1 2  4 .00 375 
V8, 428 .0 4 . 1 2 x 4 .00 390 
1 969 
223 Firebird (wb 1 08.0) 

37 htp cpe 
67 conv cpe 

-- - - -

3.252 2 .554 1 0,634 
3,667 2 ,906 8 ,253 
3,277 2 .6 1 4 40.574 
3.384 2 ,728 6 . 1 47 
3,337 2 ,839 3 ,51 8 
3 ,297 2 .602 1 7,304 

---- -- - --

- -- -- --

3 ,287 2 ,724 8 ,439 
3,302 2 ,786 1 1 0 .036 
3,407 2 ,9 1 6  9 ,002 
3,377 3.0 1 5 8 .820 

- ----

--
--

3,677 3, 1 07 4 ,4 1 4  
--

-- --

3,506 3 . 1 0 1  77,704 
3,590 3,227 9,980 

3,839 2 ,945 5,247 
4 ,327 3 ,390 2 1 ,848 
4,0 1 2  3, 1 58 4 1 , 727 
4 ,408 3,537 1 3 ,363 
3 ,980 3,391 7 ,339 
3 ,888 3 ,004 94,44 1 
3,943 3 ,089 92,2 1 7 

4,378 3 ,744 6, 1 95 
4 ,077 3 ,439 7,848 
4 ,453 3 ,890 5 ,843 
4 ,022 3,309 1 8 ,869 
3,975 3,371 5,880 

4 , 1 7 1  3 ,660 57,055 
4 ,485 3,987 6 ,926 
4 ,090 3,800 7 ,358 
4 , 1 22 3 ,530 3 ,499 
4,054 3,592 29,598 

4,075 3 ,697 31 , 70 1  
avai labi l ity 

S-Firebird, LeMans, 
Tempest exc GTO 
S-Frbrd Sprint; 
O-as above exc wgns 
S-Frbrd 350; O-Tempest 
exc GTO, LeMans 
S-Frbrd HO; O-Temp, LeM 
exc wgns 
O-GTO, a l l  ful l -size 
S-Catal ina, Ventura, Exec 
S-Firebird 400 
O-Firebird 400 ( Ram-Air) 
S-Bonn; O-Cat, Vent, Exec 
S-Grand Prix ,  GTO 
O-GTO 
O-Cat, Vent, Exec, Bonn, GP 
O-Cat, Vent, Exec, Bonn, GP 

Wght Price Prod 
-

3,080 2,821 76,059 
3 ,330 3,045 1 1 ,649 
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Pontiac 

233 Tempest (wb 1 1 6 .0 ;  2d- 1 1 2 .0)  Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

27 spt cpe 3, 1 80 2,5 1 0  1 7 , 1 8 1 87 Trans Am htp cpe 3,550 4 ,305 3 , 1 96 
69 sdn 4d 3,250 2,557 9,741 87 Esprit htp 3,435 3,24 1 1 8,961 
235 Tempest Custom (wb 1 1 6 .0 ;  2d-1 1 2.0) 233 Tempest (wb 1 1 6.0;  2d-1 1 2.0) 

27 spt cpe 3,2 1 0  2 ,603 7 ,91 2 27 cpe 3,225 2 ,623 1 1 ,977 
35 wgn 4d 3,595 2,956 6,963 37 htp cpe 3,250 2 ,683 20,883 
37 htp cpe 3 ,220 2,663 46,886 69 sdn 4d 3,295 2,670 9, 1 87 
39 htp sdn 3,31 5 2 ,777 3,9 1 8  235 LeMans (wb 1 1 6.0, 2d-1 1 2.0) 67 conv cpe 3,265 2 ,888 2 ,379 
69 sdn 4d 3,235 2,651 1 6,532 27 cpe 3,240 2 ,735 5,656 
237 LeMans (wb 1 1 6.0;  2d-1 1 2.0) 

35 wgn 4d 3,585 3,092 7 , 1 65 
37 htp cpe 3,265 2,795 52,304 

27 spt cpe 3,225 2,773 5,033 39 htp sdn 3,385 2,921 3 ,872 
37 htp cpe 3,245 2,835 82,8 1 7  69 sdn 4d 3,3 1 5  2,782 1 5,255 
67 conv cpe 3,290 3,064 5 ,676 237 LeMans Sport (wb 1 1 6.0;  2d-1 1 2.0) 69 htp sdn 3,360 2 ,965 6, 475 
239 Tempest Safari (wb 1 1 6.0) 

27 cpe 3,265 2,891 1 ,673 
36 wgn 4d 3 ,775 3 ,328 3,823 

36 wgn 4d 3,690 3, 1 98 4 , 1 1 5  37 htp cpe 3,290 2 ,953 58,356 
242 Tempest G.T.O. (wb 1 1 2.0) 39 htp sdn 3,405 3,083 3,657 

67 conv cpe 3 ,330 3, 1 82 4,670 
37 htp cpe 3,503 3, 1 56 64,85 1 
67 conv cpe 3,553 3 ,382 7,436 242 G.T.O. ( 1 1 2.0)* 

252 Catal ina (wb 1 22.0) 37 htp cpe 3,64 1 3 ,267 36,366 
67 conv cpe 3,691 3,492 3,783 

36 wgn 4d, 6P 4,455 3,51 9 20 ,352 
252 Catal ina (wb 1 22.0) 37 htp cpe 3,925 3, 1 74 84,006 

39 htp sdn 4,005 3 ,244 38,8 1 4  36 wgn 4d, 6P 4 ,51 7 3,646 1 6,944 
46 wgn 4d, 9P 4,520 3,664 1 3 ,393 37 htp cpe 3,952 3,249 70,350 
67 conv cpe 3,985 3,476 5,436 39 htp sdn 4,042 3,31 9 35, 1 55 
69 sdn 4d 3,945 3,090 84,590 46 wgn 4d, 9P 4 ,607 3,791 1 2 ,450 
256 Executive (wb 1 25.0; wgn-1 22.0) 67 conv cpe 4,027 3, 604 3,686 

69 sdn 4d 3,997 3, 1 64 84,795 
36 wgn 4d, 6P 4,475 3,872 6,41 1 
37 htp cpe 3,970 3,456 4,492 256 Executive (wb 1 25.0;  wgn-1 22.0) 

39 htp sdn 4,065 3,525 6,522 36 wgn 4d, 6P 4,552 4,0 1 5 4,86 1 
46 wgn 4d, 9P 4,545 4 ,01 7 6,805 37 htp cpe 4,042 3,600 3,499 
69 sdn 4d 4,045 3,394 1 4 ,831 39 htp sdn 4, 1 32 3 ,669 5,376 
262 Bonnevi l le (wb 1 25.0; wgn-1 22.0) 46 wgn 4d, 9P 4 ,632 4, 1 60 5,629 

69 sdn 4d 4,087 3 ,538 1 3 ,061 
37 htp cpe 4,080 3,688 27 ,773 
39 htp sdn 4, 1 80 3,756 50,8 1 7  262 Bonnevi l le (wb 1 25.0; wgn-1 22.0) 

46 wgn 4d, 9P 4,600 4 , 1 04 7 ,428 37 htp cpe 4 , 1 1 1  3,832 23,4 1 8 
67 conv cpe 4, 1 30 3,896 5 ,438 39 htp sdn 4,226 3 ,900 44,241 
69 sdn 4d 4 , 1 80 3,626 4,859 46 wgn 4d, 9P 4,686 4,247 7,033 
276 Grand Prix (wb 1 1 8.0) 67 conv cpe 4, 1 61 4,040 3,537 

69 sdn 4d 4, 1 8 1  3,770 3,802 
57 htp cpe 3,7 1 5  3,866 1 1 2,486 
1 969 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

276 Grand Prix (wb 1 1 8.0) 

57 htp cpe 3,784 3,985 65,750 
L6, 250.0 3.88x 3.53 1 75 S-Frbrd, LeMans, Tempest 

exc GTO ' Includes models equipped with "The Judge" option. 
L6, 250.0 3 .88 x 3.53 230 S-Frbrd Sprint ; O-LeMans, 1 970 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi I ity 

Tempest exc GTO L6, 250.0 3 .88 x 3 .53 1 55 S-Tempest, LeMans, Firebird V8, 350.0 3.88 x 3.75 265 S-Frbrd 350; O-Tempest, 
LeMans V8, 350 .0 3.88 x 3 .75 255 S-Firebird Esprit; O-above 

V8, 350.0 3 .88 x 3.75 325 S-Firebird 350 HO models, Cat exc conv 
V8, 350.0 3.88 x 3.75 330 O-Frbrd , Tpst, LeMans and wgns 

exc wgns/GTO V8, 400.0  4 . 1 2 x 3 .75 265 O-all auto exc GTO, Bonn 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3 .75 265 O-GTO/full-size auto V8, 400.0 4. 1 2 x 3.75 290 S-Cat conv/wgn,  Exec; 
V8, 400.0 4. 1 2 x 3 .75 290 S-Catal ina, Ventura, Exec O-other Cat 
V8 , 400 .0 4. 1 2 x 3 .75 330 S-Firebird 400 V8 , 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3.75 330 S-Frbrd 400 ; O-Tpst/LeM/ 
V8, 400 .0 4. 1 2 x 3 .75 335 O-Firebird 400 ( Ram Air) Cat/Exec auto 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3 .75 345 O-Firebird 400 ( Ram Air) V8, 400.0  4 . 1 2 x 3.75 345 S-Frbrd Trans Am; O-Tpst/ 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3.75 350 S-GTO, Grand Prix LeMans man 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3.75 366 O-GTO (Ram Air) V8, 400 .0 4 . 1 2 x 3. 75 350 S-GTO, Grand Prix 
V8, 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3.75 370 O-GTO (Ram Air) V8, 400.0 4. 1 2 x 3.75 366 S-GTO Judge; O-GTO 

1 970 
( Ram Air) 

V8 , 400.0 4 . 1 2 x 3 .75 370 O-GTO (Ram Air) ; 
223 Fi rebird (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod O-GTO Judge 

V8, 455.0 4 . 1 5 x 4 .21  360 S-Bonn ;  O-Cat, Exec, GTO 
87 htp cpe 3, 1 40 2 ,875 1 8 ,874 V8, 455.0 4. 1 5 x 4.2 1  370 S-Grand Prix SJ ; O-GP J, 
87 Formula 400 htp cpe 3 ,470 3,370 7,708 Cat, Exec, Bonn 
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Rambler American Motors Corp. 
Kenosha,  Wisconsin 

When G eorge Romney su cceeded G eorge M ason as 
pres ident  of Amer ican M otors, he tu rned h i s  fu l l  

atten t ion  to the R amb ler and soon forgot about M aso n ' s  
merger p l an s  (see Nash ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l i n k- u p  w i t h  Stud­
ebaker-Pac k ard . The R am ble r  was AM C ' s  most suc­
cessfu l  car ,  and developed a whole new m arket .  

Retai n i n g  the 1 08- inch  whee l b ase u n i t body/chassi s 
i n t rod uced i n  ' 56 ,  A M C  removed ostens ib le  Nash and 
H u dson parentage to m ake R am bler  a separate n ame­
p l ate for the 1 957 model year.  The car was sol i d l y  bu i l t ,  
re l i ab le ,  and perfect ly  att u n ed to the b u rg eo n i n g  m ar­
ket for economy cars.  By 1 961 , its successors h ad 
bro u g h t  R am b ler  to th i rd p l ace i n  the i n d u stry . 

A l l  bu t  forgotten today i s  the fact t hat A M C  i ntro­
d uced the i nd u stry 's f i rst fou r-door h ardtop wag o n :  the 
1 956 (Nash and H udso n )  Rambler  C ross Cou ntry.  Th i s  
neat ,  a i ry ,  roomy wagon featu red a 33 percent i ncrease 
i n  cargo space over t hat of the ' 55s ,  and a ro l l -down 
ta i l g ate w i ndow that e l i m i n ated the c l u msy u pper 
hatch . " We j u st rol led w i th  those cars , "  said former 
AMC Board C h a i rman Roy D. C h ap i n ,  Jr .  " We cou l d n ' t  
g e t  enou g h . "  There was noth i n g  l i ke the l u x u r ious  l i t t le 
C ross Cou ntry ,  and the pu b l i c  responded accord i ng ly .  

I n  1 957 ,  w i th  the b ig  H udson and N ash  dest i ned for 
o b l iv i o n ,  Amer i c an Motors b u i l t 1 1 8 ,  990 cars ; 1 1 4 ,084 

1 957 Custom ha rdtop sedan 

1 957 Custom Cross Cou ntry hardtop wagon 

of them were R am blers .  The overhead-valve s i x  was 
ra ised i n  horsepower,  w h i l e  a l ive ly  new oversq u are V8 
w as offered w i th  1 90 hp at 4900 rpm . I t  was ava i l ab le  
on ly  on the u pper-pri ced cars-C ustom and Su per 
sedan and w ag o n .  An i n terest i n g  new C u stom model  
w as the spec i a l l y  t r immed Rebe l ,  a fou r-door h ardtop 
an nou nced at m i d-year w i th  an even l arger  V8,  the new 
AMC 327 . The Rebel  h ad G abr ie l  shocks,  an ant i - ro l l  
bar ,  heavy-d uty spr i n g s ,  power steer i n g ,  and power 
brakes. A l l t hat and 255 b h p  from the V8s 9 . 5 : 1  com­
press ion  rat io  transformed R am b l er ' s  i m age .  D u r i n g  
tests at Dayton a Beac h ,  a Rebel  f lew from 0 t o  6 0  m ph 
(and 50 to 80) i n  scarce ly more than seven seconds .  
U n fortu n ate ly ,  i t  j u st d id n ' t appeal to the R am bler  m ar­
ket ,  and o n l y  1 500 were bu i l t .  Rebel w as the most 
expen s ive '57 offer i n g ,  and t h at m ay h ave contr i buted 
to i ts low sales .  

Economy cars were cont i n u i n g  to set sales records ,  
so  A M C  brou g ht back i t s  o l d  1 00- i nch  ' 55 mode ls  for 
1 958 .  Ca l led Rambler  Amer i can and f i tted with a new 
mesh-type g r i l l e ,  i t  was pr iced very low .  I t  cou l d n ' t  he lp  
but  sel l ,  and  over 42 ,000 Amer icans were reg i stered for 
the 1 2  months .  Larger R am b l ers received more than 1 00 
c h an ges for '58 ,  and were outw ard ly  q u i te d i fferent from 
the i r  predecesso rs .  The g r i l l e was m ade more massive 

• 

L 

1 957 De luxe four-door sedan 

1 957 R e be l  Custom hardtop sedan 
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Rambler 

and sq uare, dual head l amps were used , fash ion able l i t­
t le f i ns  appeared at the rear, and a ped al -type park i n g 
brake was adopted . The s i x-cy l i nder Super Cross 
Country wagon was the top se l l er that year .  The Rebel 
n ame was retai ned for top- l i n e models powered by the 
250-c id  V8 . But  Rambler  d id not rev ive i ts fancy, 

1 958 Rebel  Custom four-door sedan 

1 958 Rebel  Custom Cross Country stat ion wagon 

1 959 R e bel Custom Cou ntry Club hardtop sedan 

1 959 American Super  two-door sedan 

362 

l i m i ted-ed i t ion  Rebel h ardtop .  I n stead , it c reated a new 
1 1 7  - i nch wheel base for a separate l i ne powered by the 
327 V8 and named Am bassador .  

Actu al ly ,  Am bassador styl i n g had been pred i cted in  
m i d- 1 957 , when i t  was thou g ht that these c ars wou ld  
bear separate Nash and H udson ident i f icat ion . I n  es­
sence,  they were stretc hed vers ions of the roomy, 
squ ar ish  Rambler u n i t  body/c h ass is ,  avai l ab le  as fou r­
door sed ans and wagon.s ,  w i th or w i thout roof p i l l ars . 
The Ambassador h ardtop wagon was the on ly  one of i ts 
type i n  the '58 l i ne ,  and on ly  294 were so ld .  I n  fact, sales 
overal l were qu i te d i sappoi nt i ng-j ust 1 340 for the 
mode l  year .  Am bassador was enter i ng  a f ie ld  of heavy 
compet i t ion and dec reas ing  demand ,  and AMC d i d  
much  better w i t h  i t s  smal ler  R amb l ers. Reg istrat ions of 
a l l 1 958 mode ls  c l i m bed in a year that was general ly  a 
d i saster for other m anu factu rers.  After fou r  years of 
losses,  AMC tu rned the corner,  m ak i ng a profit of $26 
m i l l i on on sales of $470 m i l l i on . 

For 1 959 , i t  was the same form u l a  ag ai n .  Th i s  t ime ,  
the com pany netted $60 m i l l i on i n  prof i ts and bu i l t 
near ly 364,000 cars for an al l -t i me record.  The same 
models and powertrai ns were f ie lded , but horsepower 
wasn ' t  ra ised . U n l i ke its competitors,  AM C had appar­
ent ly  dec ided enoug h  was enou g h .  

A two-door wagon was rev ived for the R am bler  Amer­
i c an DeLuxe and Super l i nes ,  he l p i n g  rack u p  90,000 
sales for the ' 59 j u n io r  ser ies .  The 1 08- i n ch-wheel base 
cars were m i ld l y  face l i fted w i th  th i n  "co lo r  sweep" s ide 
m o l d i n g s  and s imp l i f i ed g r i l les .  As in  1 958, R amb ler  
V8s were cal led Rebe ls  and used the 250-c i d  eng ine .  
The  Ambassador  Super an d Custom cont i n ued as  be­
fore on the longer  wheel base and wi th  a more ornate 
g r i l l e .  

At  the beg i n n i n g of the  '60s, everyt h i n g  looked rosy . 
Led by h ard-d r iv i n g  pres ident Romney ,  R amb ler  cou l d  
d o  no wron g .  I n  1 960 i t  a lmost beat P lymouth for th i rd 
p l ace i n  product io n ,  w i th  near ly h al f  a m i l l i on c ars, an d 
d id  i n  1 961 . Th i s  was the h i g hest sales vo l u me ever 
recorded for an i n dependent .  But  R ambler 's  success 
t r iggered an ava lanche of com pacts from the B i g  
Th ree-and form idab le  new competi t ion . A downward 
s l i de beg an in 1 962 , when Ramb ler  was passed by Pon­
t iac .  By 1 967,  AMC as  a who le  was i n  1 2th p l ace . 

Perhaps Romney saw the handwr i t ing on the wal l ,  
because h e  left the company i n  1 962.  Rep lac i n g  h i m  
was Roy Abernethy, w h o  beg an a prog ram o f  produ ct 
d iversi f icat ion that t r ied to meet the oppos i t ion  on ev­
ery front .  I t  d i d n ' t work ,  and Abernethy was succeeded 
by Roy D. C h api n ,  Jr. in 1 966. C h ap in  bec ame AMC 
board cha i rman i n  1 967,  and  Wi l l i am V .  Lu neberg 
became pres ident .  The Chap in -Luneberg ad m i n i st ra­
t ion  ordered new makes l i ke the Jave l i n ,  and d ropped 
the R amb ler  n ame com plete ly  after 1 969 . 

For 1 960, the 1 08- i nch-whee l base u n i body R amb ler  
acq u i red less c l u ttered l i nes,  l i tt l e  tai l f i ns ,  and a f u l l ­
w idth g r i l le .  Face l i fts occu rred i n  1 96 1  a n d  '62 as the 
c ars became kn own as R amb ler  C l ass ics .  A lower 
hood l i ne for '61 was accompan i ed by an eggcrate 



1 960 A me rican Super  two-door stat ion wagon 

1 96 1  A m bassador Custom fou r-door seda n 

g r i l l e .  I n  1 962 ,  the crate he ld  l arger eg gs ,  the f i n s  were 
cropped , and the s ide  sweep-spear was moved h i g her .  
An  i n terest i n g  opt ion was the E-st i ck ,  a com bi n at ion  
autom at i c  and c l utch transm i ss ion that cost $60. Bu t  i t  
was too complex t o  se l l  real l y  wel l .  I t  was s i m i l ar i n  con­
cept  to the tw i n -s t ick  m an u al gearbox of the 1 979 
Dod g e  Co l t  FF and P lymouth C h am p  m ade  by M i tsu­
b i s h i  of J apan . 

R i c h ard A .  Teag ue  j o i n ed the Amer ican M otors 
des i g n  staff i n  1 96 1 , and the f i rst cars he w as able to 
i n fl uence were the '63 C l ass ic  and Ambassador .  
Teag ue  used a longer  ( 1 1 2 - i nch )  whee l base , a lower 
s i l houette than before ,  a concave g r i l l e ,  sc u l ptu red 
body pane ls ,  and c u rved s ide  g l ass to create a smooth 
new shape.  A l thou g h  st i l l  c h u n ky ,  the new Ramb ler was 
at l east c lean ly  sty led .  The C l ass ic  reta i ned th i s  bas ic  
body sh ape throu g h ou t  i ts l i fe span . Teag ue m ade  fur­
ther  ref i nements to the desi g n  over the next few years. 
The 1 964s h ad a new f l ush  g r i l l e and stai n less-steel­
tr i m med rocker pane ls .  Two h ardtop cou pes were 
added to the l i ne ,  wh i ch u nt i l then h ad cons isted of two­
and fou r-door sed ans and fou r-door C ross Cou n try sta­
t i on  wagons .  The 1 965s rece ived a new g r i l l e ,  a 
squ ared-off hood , and wraparo u n d  tai l l i g hts .  The '66s 
featu red a new roof w i th convert i b l e- l i ke accents,  a 
revi sed roof and ta i l g ate for stat ion  wagons  and more 
sharp ly  creased l i nes from front to rear .  

For 1 967,  the C l ass ic  was ren amed Rebe l .  From 1 968 
o n ,  Rebel  was l i sted as a separate m ake (see the Amer i ­
can M otors ch apter) , the R am bler  n ame reserved o n l y  
for t h e  smal le r  Amer ic an l i n e .  T h e  '67 Rebel  h ad a two­
i n c h  longer  wheel base . I ts a l l -new styl i n g  compr ised a 
f loat i n g  rectan g u l ar g r i l le fl an ked by hor i zonta l  d u al  

Rambler 

1 961  Class ic Custom fou r-door stat ion wagon 

1 961  Amer ican C ustom convert ible 

head l am ps and squ ar ish front fenders that f lowed i n to a 
cu rved rear fender l i n e .  The rear end d i s p l ayed l arge ,  
canted tai l l i g h ts b lended i nto the fenders .  

R am b ler  started the '60s with two eng i nes ,  a s ix and a 
V8.  The s i x ,  a ho l dover from N ash d ays,  deve loped 1 27 
o r  1 38 bhp ,  and was stand ard on C l assics th ro u g h  1 964.  
The V8 h ad been des ig ned for use by H u d son  and 
N ash in the m i d - 1 950s. I n  i ts 1 960-61 form ,  i t  developed 
e i ther  200 or 2 1 5 bhp .  

The '6 1  C l ass ic  V8  scored we l l  fo r  both performance 
and economy.  When eq u i pped w i th  the opt ional F l ash­
o m at ic  (Borg-Warner)  auto m atc transm i ss ion , i t  cou l d  
spr i ng  from 0 t o  6 0  mph  i n  ten seconds ,  a n d  de l ivered 
1 6  to 20 m i les per ga l l o n .  B ut the V8 w as heav i er t h an 
the s i x ,  so that no  l ess than 57 percent of the car 's  cu rb 
we i g h t  w as over the front wheel s .  Sales were not h i g h .  
When the Am bassador  was m ade sm a l l e r  for 1 962-63, 
the V8 C l ass ic  was temporar i l y  d ropped . 

I n  1 964 , i t  retu rned w i th  1 98 bhp .  For 1 965,  a 270-bhp 
vers ion  was avai l ab le .  For the  1 967 Rebe l , the e n g i n e  
w as stroked for 200 bhp .  A l arger  V8, the  Am bassador  
327,  was a lso offered for the '66  C l ass i c .  For the 1 967 
Rebe l ,  it w as en l arged by bor i n g  and stro k i n g  to 343 
c i d ,  w h i ch g ave 235 or 280 b h p  depen d i n g  on tune .  

As  an  opt ion  to  the  C l ass i c ' s  stand ard s i x ,  Ramb ler  
brou g h t  ou t  a new oversqu are en g i ne for 1 964, the 
Torq ue  Command or  Typhoon s i x ,  w h i c h  y ie l ded 1 45 
bhp .  About 2500 spec i a l Typhoon hardtops,  pa i n ted 
ye l low and b l ac k ,  were re leased to ce lebrate the 
occas ion . 

At the lower end of the s ize and pr ice sc a le was the 
R am b ler  Amer ican . In  1 960 form,  i t  w as an an ac h ron ism 
w i th i ts o l d  P i n i nfar i n a  styl i n g  and an anc ient  Nash L-
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1 962 Class ic Custom two-door sedan 

1 962 American Super fou r-door station wagon 

- ��  
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1 963 Amer ican 330 four-door sedan 

1 963 A m bassador 990 two-door sedan 

1 964 Ambassador 990H hardtop coupe 
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head s i x .  Convi nced that the Amer ican was marketab le ,  
AMC resty led i t  for 1 961 . The new model a lso got a new 
overhead-valve en g i ne that h ad actu al ly  appeared i n  
m i d - 1 960 o n  the l arger Ram b lers .  Avai l ab le  w i th  e i ther  
90 or 1 25 bhp ,  i t  g ave the Amer i can fue l  m i leage i n  the 
m i dd le  20s , p l u s  adeq u ate performance.  The styl i ng , 
created by Ed m u nd Anderso n ,  was someth i n g e lse 
agai n :  boxy and t runcated , w i th  odd ,  co ncave s ide 
scu l ptu r i n g .  Sedans ,  bus i ness cou pes, two- and fou r­
door wagons,  and a con"vert i b l e were offered i n  th ree 
ser ies .  A l thou g h  they were gen u i ne eco nomy cars and 
prov ided a fa i r  amount of i n ter io r  room ,  they were any­
t h i ng but beaut i fu l .  Teag ue dec i ded to change them at 
a l l  costs for 1 964. 

The revam ped des i g n  sat on a longer  1 06- i nch  
wheel base , as  the C l ass ic h ad al ready gone from 1 08 to 
1 1 2 .  It was a c lean car wi th  cu rved g l ass and modest 
br ig htwork-q u ite i n  keepi n g  wi th  its funct ion .  The sty l ­
i n g  was so good ,  i n  fact ,  that i t  wasn ' t  s i g n i f icant ly 
a l tered for the rest of the dec ade .  By 1 968 , the Ameri c an 
had a spec i a l l y t r immed h ardtop der ivat ive , the Rog ue.  
In  1 969 , the base Amer ican was st i l l  l i sted under  $2000 . 
A post- i n troduct ion dec i s ion was to offer AMC's  new 
290-c i d  V8 as an opt ion . Th i s  l ed to a l i m i ted-ed i t ion  
Rog ue ,  equ i pped w i th  an  even l arger 3 1 5-bhp 390 en­
g i ne and Hu rst sh i fter ,  cal led the SC/Ram bler .  " Scram­
b lers" were so l d  to a h andfu l of buyers. Tho u g h  h ard ly  
i n  keepi n g  w i th  the trad i t iona l  Ramb ler  i m age ,  they 
were i mpressive performers . 

Teag ue h ast i l y  conj u red u p  a bucket-seat fastback 
fo r 1 965 to do batt le  with M u stang and B arracuda .  The 
resu l t  was the M ar l i n ,  a Ram bler  model  in 1 965 and a 
m ake i n  i ts own r i g ht thereafter .  The M ar l i n  was bas i ­
cal ly  a R ambler  C l assic reworked above the  bel t l i n e  
w i t h  a sweep i n g  g l assed - i n  g reen house. When equ i pped 
w i th  the 327 V8, a M ar l i n  wou l d  do 0 to 60 mph  in 1 2  
seconds an d the stan d i n g  qu arter-m i le i n  1 8  seconds at 
76 mph-not earthsh a k i n g ,  but perform ance of a sort . 
And that was the goal : to tu rn  R am bler 's  i m age  around 
by  m ak i n g  cars that appeared sporty and  fun to  d r ive,  
i n stead of j u st d u l l  and economica l .  

The  1 960-61 Ambassador was a cont i n u at ion o f  the  
'58 or i g i n a l ,  w i th  i ncreas i n g l y  l u x u r ious  i n ter i ors and  
s l i g ht ly  excessive ornamentat ion .  The  pr ice l eader i n  
both years was the  Del uxe fou r-door sed an . I n  add i t ion , 
there were Super and Custom fou r-doors, and wagons 
w i th  e i ther  s ix  or  e i g ht seats .  I n  1 96 1 , a posh Custom 
400 sedan w i th the h i g hest-qu al i ty t r im and stand ard 
automat ic  was added . The 327 V8 was stand ard power. 
Bu t  before the end of the '50s ,  AMC m an agers h ad 
dec ided the l arge Ambassador V8s were not sal ab le .  
For 1 962 , therefore, the 1 1 7- i nch  whee l base was 
d ropped , and Ambassador sh ared the C l ass ic  body and 
chass i s .  The V8 was d ropped from the C l ass i c ' s  opt ion  
l i st and  was restr i cted to  Ambassador o n l y . 

For 1 963, Teag ue p lanned to resty le  the C l assic ,  
w h i c h ,  o f  cou rse, meant a resty lad Ambassador as wel l .  
Ag ai n ,  both cars sh ared the same wheel base. From a 
d i stance, C l assics and Ambassadors looked al most 



1 965 A m bassador 990 convert ib le  

1 965 C lass ic 770 convert ib le  

1 965 Marl i n  fastback ha rdtop coupe 

i dent i c al-and they were s i m i l ar ,  except for power­
p l ants .  For 1 964, C l ass ic w as offered w ith an opt ion al  
smal l V8 .  Am bassador was then restri cted to one 327-
powered 990 ser ies .  There w as a sed an , a C ross Coun­
t ry wagon ,  and two hardtop cou pes ca l l ed the 990 and 
990 H .  The 990H was the o n l y  Ambassador  with the 
270-b h p  en g i n e  stan d ard .  

The 1 964 l i neu p wasn 't  part i cu l ar ly  successfu l ,  so  the  
g ame p lan  was changed ag a i n  fo r  ' 65 .  Ambassador 
now retu rned i ts own ( 1 1 6- i n c h )  whee l base (the  C l assic 
stayed with the 1 1 2 ) ,  and in stand ard form had the 232-
c i d  s i x .  There were al most no c h an g es for '66,  except 
that the n ame was reg i stered as a separate m ake .  

The styl i n g  of the '65 R am ble r  Am bassador  w as p rob-

Rambler 

1 966 A merican 440 convert ib le  

1 967 R ebel SST ha rdtop coupe 

1 968 A merican 440 fou r-door station wagon 

1 969 R ogue hardtop coupe 

ab ly  the best i t  h ad ever been . Teag ue 's  fou r-squ are de­
s i g n  resu l ted in an i ntermed i ate comparab le  in s ize to 
the Ford Fai r l ane ,  but w i th d i st i n ct ive looks and more 
i n ter ior  space .  The l i ne u p  compr i sed the 880 two-door 
and fou r-door sed an and wagon ; the l u x u ry 990 fou r­
door sed an , wag o n ,  and hardtop ;  and the 9.90H h ardtop 
and convert i b l e .  

AMC m ade  a p l ay for t h e  soft-top m arket i n  1 965 : 
there w as a convert i b le  i n  every l i ne-Amer ican ,  C l as­
s ic ,  and Am bassador .  Un happ i ly ,  they tended te- ;eak 
because of the cu rved s ide  w i ndows,  and d id not se l l  
wel l .  Soft-top prod uct ion i n  '65 cons i sted of 3882 Amer­
i cans ,  4953 C l ass ics ,  and 3499 Am bassadors .  The 
Am bassador  convert i b l e  was d ropped after 1 967. 
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Rambler Speci ficat ions 1 959* 
American (wb 1 00 .0)-90,000 built Wght Price Prod 

5902 bux sen 3P 2,435 1 ,82 1 -

5904 Deluxe wgn 2d 2,554 2 ,060 -

5904- 1  Super wgn 2d 2,554 2 , 1 45 -

5906 Deluxe sdn 2d 2 ,476 1 ,835 -
1 957* 5906- 1 Super sdn 2d 2,492 1 ,920 -

-

Six (wb 1 0S.0) Wght Price Prod Six (wb 1 0S.0) 

57 1 5  Deluxe sdn 4d 2 ,91 1 1 .96 1 - 591 5 Deluxe sdn 4d 2, 934 2.098 -

57 1 5- 1  Super sdn 4d 2,9 1 4  2, 1 23 - 59 1 5- 1  Super sdn 4d 2 ,951  2,268 -

57 1 5-2 Custom sdn 4d 2,938 2 ,2 1 3  - 591 5-2 Custom sdn 4d 2,956 2 ,383 -

57 1 8- 1  Super Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3 ,042 2,4 1 0  - 591 8  Deluxe Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3,047 2 ,427 -

571 8-2 Custom Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3,076 2, 500 - 5918-1  Super Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3 ,082 2,562 -

57 1 9- 1  Super htp sdn 2 ,936 2 ,208 - 591 8-2 Custom Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3, 097 2,677 -

VB (wb 1 0B .0) 
591 9- 1  Super Ctry Club htp sdn 2,961 2,343 -

5723-2 Custom Crss Cntry htp wgn 4d 3 ,409 2 ,1 1 5  -
Rebel VS (wb 1 0B.0) 

5725- 1 Super sdn 4d 3 ,223 2,253 - 5925 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,283 2,228 -

5725-2 Custom sdn 4d 3 ,259 2,343 - 5925- 1 Super sdn 4d 3, 287 2,398 -

5728- 1 Super Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3 ,359 2 ,540 - 5925-2 Custom sdn 4d 3 ,295 2,5 1 3  -

5728-2 Custom Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3 ,392 2,630 - 5928- 1 Super Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3 ,398 2,692 -
5729-2 Custom htp sdn 3 ,269 2,428 - 5928-2 Custom Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3 ,407 2 ,807 -

5739-2 Custom Rebel htp sdn 3 ,353 2,786 1 ,500 5929-2 Custom Ctry Club htp sdn 3,338 2 ,588 -

'Total model year registrations :  9 1 ,469. Ambassador (wb 1 1 7.0) 

1 957 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 5983-2 Custom htp wgn 4d 3,591 3 , 1 1 6  -

l6, 1 95.6 3. 1 3 x 4 .25 1 35 S-Six 5985- 1 Super sdn 4d 3,428 2 ,587 -

V8, 250.0 3 .50 x 3.25 1 90 S-V8 exe Rebel 5985-2 Custom sdn 4d 3,437 2,732 -

V8, 327.0 4.00 x 3.25 . 255 S-Rebel 5988-1  Super Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3,546 2,881 -

5988-2 Custom Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3 ,562 3,026 -

5989-2 Custom Ctry Club htp sdn 3,483 2 ,822 -

1 958* 
'Total model year registrations :  363,372. 
1 959 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

American (wb 1 00.0) Wght Price Prod l6, 1 95.6 3 . 1 3 x 4.25 90 S-American 
5802 bus sdn 3P 2,439 1 ,775 - l6, 1 95.6 3 . 1 3 x 4 .25 1 27 S-Six 
5806 Deluxe sdn 2d 2,463 1 ,789 - l6, 1 95.6 3 . 1 3 x 4 .25 1 38 O-Six 
5806- 1 Super sdn 2d 2,475 1 ,874 - V8, 250.0 3 .50 x 3 .25 2 1 5 S-Rebel 
Six (wb 1 0B .0) V8, 327.0 4.00 x 3 .25 270 S-Ambassador 

58 1 5  Deluxe sdn 4d 2,947 2,047 -

58 1 5- 1  Super sdn 4d 2,960 2,2 1 2  -

58 1 5-2 Custom sdn 4d 2,968 2,327 -

1 960* 58 1 8  Deluxe wgn 4d 3,050 2,370 -

58 1 8- 1  Super Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3 ,069 2,506 - American (wb 1 00.0) Wght Price Prod 
58 1 8-2 Custom Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3,079 2,621 - 6002 Deluxe bus sdn 3P 58 1 9- 1  Super Ctry Club htp epe 2,983 2 ,287 2,428 1 ,78 1 -

- 6004 Deluxe wgn 2d 2,527 2 ,020 -

Rebel VS (wb 1 0B.0) 6004-1  Super wgn 2d 2 ,549 2 , 1 85 -

5825 Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,287 2, 1 77 6004-2 Custom wgn 2d 2,606 2 ,235 -
-

5825- 1 Super sdn 4d 3 ,300 2,342 6005 Deluxe sdn 4d 2,474 1 ,844 -
-

5825-2 Custom sdn 4d 3 ,31 3 2,457 6005- 1 Super sdn 4d 2,490 1 ,929 -
-

5828- 1 Super Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3 ,4 1 0  2,636 6005-2 Custom sdn 4d 2,551 2 ,059 -
-

6006 Deluxe sdn 2d 5828-2 Custom Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3,4 1 8  2,751 2,45 1 1 ,795 -
-

6006- 1 Super sdn 2d 5829-2 Custom Ctry Club htp epe 3,328 2 ,532 - 2,462 1 ,880 -

6006-2 Custom sdn 2d 2,523 2 ,0 1 0  -

Ambassador (wb 1 1 7.0)-1 ,340 bui lt  ( inc 2 94 model 5883 - 2 ) 
Six (wb 1 0S.0) 

5883-2 Custom Crss Cntry htp wgn 4d 3 ,586 3, 1 1 6 -

5885- 1 Super sdn 4d 3 ,456 2 ,587 601 5  Deluxe sdn 4d 2,9 1 2  2 ,098 -
-

5885-2 Custom sdn 4d 3,462 2 ,732 601 5- 1  Super sdn 4d 2 ,930 2 ,268 -
-

5888-1 Super Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3 ,544 2,88 1 601 5-2 Custom sdn 4d 2,929 2 ,383 -
-

5888-2 Custom Crss Cntry wgn 4d 3 ,568 3,026 601 8  Deluxe wgn 4d 3,051 2 ,427 -
-

5889-2 Custom Ctry Club htp sdn 3 ,475 2,822 60 1 8- 1  Super wgn 4d , 6P 3,054 2 ,562 -
-

601 8-2 Custom wgn 4d, 6P 3,057 2 ,677 -

'Total model year registrations: 1 86,227. 601 8-3 Super wgn 4d, 8P 3 , 1 1 7  2 ,687 -

1 958 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 601 8-4 Custom wgn 4d, 8P 3, 1 37 2 ,802 -

l6, 1 95.6 
601 9-2 Custom htp sdn 2,98 1 2 ,458 -

3. 1 3 x 4.25 90 S-Ameriean 
l6, 1 95.6 3 . 1 3 x 4 .25 1 27 S-Six Rebel V8 (wb 1 08.0) 

l6, 1 95.6 3 . 1 3 x 4.25 1 38 O-Six 6025 Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,252 2 ,2 1 7 -

V8, 250.0 3 .50 x 3.25 2 1 5  S-Rebel 6025- 1 Super sdn 4d 3 ,270 2 ,387 -

V8. 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 270 S-Ambassador 6025-2 Custom sdn 4d 3,278 2,502 -
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Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

6028-1 Super wgn 4d, 6P 3,391 2.681 61 88-2 Custom wgn 4d. 6P 3.495 2,986 
6028-2 Custom wgn 4d , 6P 3,395 2, 796 61 88-3 Super wgn 4d , 8P 3.560 2,966 
6028-3 Super wgn 4d . 8P 3,446 2.806 61 88-4 Custom wgn 4d. 8P 3. 566 3 , 1 1 1  
6028-4 Custom wgn 4d. 8P 3 ,447 2,921 - -

'Total model year registrat ions: 370.685. 6029-2 Custom hlp sdn 3 .3 1 9  2.577 -

Ambassador (wb 1 1 7.0) 
1 961 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 
---

6083-2 Custom htp wgn 4d 3 .583 3, 1 1 6 l6. 1 95 .6 3 . 1 3 ,, 4.25 90 S-American exc Custom 
l6, 1 95 .6 3 . 1 3 ' 4 .25 1 25 S-American Custom 6085 Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,384 2,395 l6 . 1 95 .6 3 . 1 3 '- 4 .25 1 27 S-C lassic SIX 6085- 1 Super sdn 4d 3 .395 2 .587 l6. 1 95.6 3 . 1 3 "  4.25 1 38 O-C lassic Six 6085-2 Custom sdn 4d 3 ,408 2 ,732 V8, 250.0 3 .50 'X 3 .25 200 S-Classlc V8 6088- 1 Super wgn 4d , 6P 3.521 2 ,881 V8, 250 .0 3 .50 "<. 3 .25 2 1 5 O-Classic V8 6088-2 Custom wgn 4d, 6P 3,538 3,026 V8, 327 .0 4 .00 , 3.25 250 S-Ambassador 6088-3 Super wgn 4d, 8P 3,581 3 ,006 V8, 327 .0 4.00 , 3 .25 270 O-Ambassador 6088-4 Custom wgn 4d. 8P 3,592 3, 1 5 1 

6089-2 Custom htp sdn 3 ,465 2.822 
'Total model year registrat ions: 422 ,273. 1 962* 

- --

1 960 Engines bore x stroke bhp ava ilabi l ity American (wb 1 00 .0) Wght Price Prod 

l6. 1 95 .6  3 . 1 3 x 4 .25 90 S-American 6202 Deluxe bus sdn 2d 2,454 1 ,832 
l6, 1 95.6 3 . 1 3 '< 4 .25 1 27 S-Six 6204 Deluxe wgn 2d 2 ,555 2,08 1 
l6, 1 95 .6 3 . 1 3 x 4 .25 1 38 O-Six 6204-2 Custom wgn 2d 2 ,565 2 , 1 4 1  
V8, 250.0 3 . 50 x 3.25 200 S-Rebel 6205 Deluxe sdn 4d 2 ,500 1 .895 
V8, 250.0 3 .50 '< 3.25 2 1 5  O-Rebel 6205-2 Custom sdn 4d 2 ,5 1 2  1 ,958 
V8, 327.0 4 .00 ,, 3 .25 250 S-Ambassador 6205-5 400 sdn 4d 2 ,585 2,089 
V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 270 O-Ambassador 6206 Deluxe sdn 2d 2 ,480 1 ,846 

6206-2 Custom sdn 2d 2,492 1 ,909 
6206-5 400 sdn 2d 2 ,558 2,040 
6207-5 400 cony cpe 2.735 2,344 

1 96 1 * 6208 Deluxe wgn 4d 2 ,573 2, 1 30 
6208-2 Custom wgn 4d 2,600 2, 1 90 

American (wb 1 00 .00) Wght Price Prod 6208-5 400 wgn 4d 2,692 2,320 
6 1 02 Deluxe bus sdn 2d 2 ,454 1 ,831 Classic (wb 1 0S.0) 
6 1 04 Deluxe wgn 2d 2 ,549 2,080 
61 04-1  Super wgn 2d 2,556 2, 1 65 62 1 5  Deluxe sdn 4d 2,888 2,050 
61 04-2 Custom wgn 2d 2 ,61 7 2 ,295 62 1 5-2 Custom sdn 4d 2 ,898 2 ,200 
61 05 Deluxe sdn 4d 2,523 1 ,894 621 5-5 400 sdn 4d 2 ,853 2,349 
6 1 05- 1 Super sdn 4d 2,530 1 ,979 62 1 6  Deluxe sdn 4d 2 ,866 2,000 
61 05-2 Custom sdn 2d 2,557 2,060 62 1 6-2 Custom sdn 2d 2 ,876 2, 1 50 
6 1 06 Deluxe sdn 2d 2,490 1 ,845 62 1 6-5 400 sdn 2d 2,841 2 ,299 
6 1 06- 1 Super sdn 2d 2,499 1 ,930 62 1 8  Deluxe wgn 4d, 6P 3,0 1 4  2 .380 
61 06-2 Custom sdn 2d 2 ,557 2,060 62 1 8-2 Custom wgn 4d , 6P 3.024 2,492 
61 07-2 Custom cony cpe 2,7 1 2  2 ,369 62 1 8-4 Custom wgn 4d , 8P 3,094 2,6 1 4  
6 1 08 Deluxe wgn 4d 2,595 2, 1 29 62 1 8-5  400 wgn 4d 2 .985 2.640 
61 08- 1 Super wgn 4d 2,602 2,2 1 4  Ambassador (wb 1 0S.0) 
61 08-2 Custom wgn 4d 2,660 2,344 ------

6285 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,249 2 ,336 
Classic Six (wb 1 0S.0) 6285-2 Custom sdn 4d 3 ,259 2,464 
6 1 1 5  Deluxe sdn 4d 2 ,905 2,098 6285-5 400 sdn 4d 3 ,283 2,605 
6 1 1 5- 1  Super sdn  4d 2 ,923 2 ,268 6286 Deluxe sdn 2d 3 ,227 2,282 
61 1 5-2 Custom sdn 4d 2,863 2 ,4 1 3  6286-2 Custom sdn 2d 3 .237 2,4 1 0  
6 1 1 8  Deluxe wgn 4d 3,037 2 ,437 6286-5 400 sdn 2d 3.261 2,551 
6 1 1 8- 1  Super wgn  4d , 6P  3 ,046 2,572 6288 Deluxe wgn 4d 3,375 2,648 
6 1 1 8-2 Custom wgn 4d , 6P 2,984 2,7 1 7  6288-2 Custom wgn 4d 3.385 2,760 
61 1 8-3 Super wgn 4d , 8P 3,087 2,697 6288-5 400 wgn 4d , 6P 3 ,408 2,901 
6 1 1 8-4 Custom wgn 4d, 8P 3,023 2,842 6288-6 400 wgn 4d, 8P 3,471 3,023 

-- -- -

Classic VS (wb 1 08.0) 'Total model year registrations :  423, 1 04. 

6 1 25 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,237 2,227 1 962 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

61 25-1 Super sdn 4d 3,255 2,397 l6, 1 95 .6 3. 1 3  4.25 90 S-American 
6 1 25-2 C ustom sdn 4d 3,262 2,5 1 2  l6, 1 95 .6 3 . 1 3 x 4.25 1 25 O-American 
6 1 28-1  Super wgn 4d , 6P 3,372 2 ,701 l6,  1 95 .6 3 . 1 3 '< 4 .25 1 27 S-Classlc 
6 1 28-2 Custom wgn 4d, 6P 3 ,378 2,8 1 6  l6, 1 95.6 3 . 1 3 x 4 .25 1 38 O-Cla'ssic 
61 28-3 Super wgn 4d, 8P 3,408 2,826 V8, 327 .0 4 .00 x 3 .25 250 S-Ambassador 
61 28-4 Custom wgn 4d , 8P  3,420 2,94 1 V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 270 O-Ambassador 
Ambassador (wb 1 1 7.0) 

6 1 85 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,343 2,395 1 963* 
61 85-1 Super sdn 4d 3,361 2 ,537 ----

American (wb 1 00.0) Wght Price Prod 6 1 85-2 Custom sdn 4d 3,380 2 ,682 ---- -

61 88-1 Super wgn 4d , 6P 3 ,493 2,841 6302 220 bus sdn 2d 2,446 1 .832 
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Wght Price Prod Wght Price Prod 

6304 220 wgn 2d 2,528 2,081 64 1 6-5 770 sdn 2d 2,740 2,3 1 0  
6304-2 330 wgn 2d 2,539 2, 1 4 1  64 1 8  550 wgn 4d 2,9 1 5  2 ,446 
6305 220 sdn 4d 2,485 1 ,895 64 1 8-2 660 wgn 4d 2,9 1 6  2,548 
6305-2 330 sdn 4d 2,500 1 ,958 64 1 8-5 770 wgn 4d 2,921 2,651 
6305-5 440 sdn 4d 2,575 2,089 64 1 9-5 770 htp cpe 2,789 2 ,397 
6306 220 sdn 2d 2 ,472 1 ,846 64 1 9-7 Typhoon htp cpe 2,8 1 8  2,509 
6306-2 330 sdn 2d 2,484 1 ,909 Ambassador 990 (wb 1 1 2 .0) 6306-5 440 sdn 2d 2,556 2,040 

2,671 6307-5 440 cony cpe 2,743 2 ,344 6485-5 sdn 4d 3,204 
6308 220 wgn 4d 2,549 2 , 1 30 6488-5 wgn 4d 3,350 2,985 
6308-2 330 wgn 4d 2,561 2, 1 90 6489-5 htp cpe 3, 2 1 3  2,736 
6308-5 440 wgn 4d 2,638 2,320 6489-7 990H htp cpe 3,255 2,9 1 7  
6309-5 440 htp cpe 2,550 2 , 1 36 'Total model year registrations: 379,41 2 .  
6309-7 440H htp cpe 4P 2, 567 2 ,281  

bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity 1 964 Engines 
Classic (wb 1 1 2.0) 

L6, 1 95 .6 3 . 1 3 x 4 .25 90 S-American 220/330; 0-440 
63 1 5  550 sdn 4d 2,729 2, 1 05 L6, 1 95.6 3 . 1 3 x 4 .25 1 25 S-American 440; 0-220/330 
63 1 5-2 660 sdn 4d 2 ,740 2,245 L6, 1 95.6 3 . 1 3 x 4 .25 1 27 S-Classic 
63 1 5-5 770 sdn 4d 2,686 2,349 L6, 1 95 .6 3 . 1 3 x 4.25 1 38 S-American 440H ; 
631 6  550 sdn 2d 2, 720 2,055 O-Classic exc Typhoon 
631 6-2 660 sdn 2d 2 ,725 2 , 1 95 L6, 232 .0 3 .75 x 3 .50 1 45 S-Typhoon; O-other Classic 
63 1 6-5 770 sdn 2d 2,663 2,299 V8, 287 .0 3.75 x 3 .25 1 98 O-Classic 
631 8  550 wgn 4d 2,893 2,435 V8 , 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 250 S-Ambassador exc 990H 
631 8-2 660 wgn 4d, 6P 2,890 2 ,537 V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 270 S-Amb 990H ;  O-Other Amb 
63 1 8-4 660 wgn 4d, 9P 2,885 2,609 
63 1 8-5 770 wgn 4d 2,828 2,640 
Ambassador (wb 1 1 2.0) 

1 965* 6385 800 sdn 4d 3, 1 40 2,391 
6385-2 880 sdn 4d 3, 1 45 2 ,51 9 American (wb 1 06.0) Wght Price Prod 
6385-5 990 sdn 4d 3, 1 58 2,660 6505 220 sdn 4d 2 ,5 1 8  2 ,036 
6386 800 sdn 2d 3 , 1 1 0  2,337 6505-2 330 sdn 4d 2 ,522 2 , 1 29 
6386-2 880 sdn 2d 3 , 1 1 6  2 ,465 6505-5 440 sdn 4d 2 ,580 2 ,222 
6386-5 990 sdn 2d 3, 1 32 2 ,606 6506 220 sdn 2d 2,492 1 ,979 
6388 800 wgn 4d 3,270 2,703 6506-2 330 sdn 2d 2 ,490 2,072 
6388-2 880 wgn 4d 3,275 2,8 1 5  6507-5 440 cony cpe 2,747 2,4 1 8  3 ,882 
6388-5 990 wgn 4d, 6P 3,298 2,956 6508 220 wgn 4d 2,684 2,3 1 2  
6388-6 990 wgn 4d, 9P 3,305 3,0 1 8  6508-2 330 wgn 4d 2 ,682 2,396 
'Total model year registrations: 428,346. 6509-5 440 htp cpe 2 ,596 2 ,205 

avai labi l ity 
6509-7 440H htp cpe 2,622 2,327 

1 963 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 1 95.6 3 . 1 3 x 4 .25 90 S-American 220/330; 0-440 Classic (wb 1 1 2.0) 

L6, 1 95.6 3 . 1 3 x 4.25 1 25 S-American 440 ; 0-220/330 65 1 5  550 sdn 4d 2,987 2 , 1 92 
L6, 1 95.6 3 . 1 3 x 4.25 1 27 S-Classic 651 5-2 660 sdn 4d 
L6, 1 95 .6 3 . 1 3 x 4.25 1 38 S-American 440H;  O-Classic Classic 550 (wb 1 1 2.0) 
V8, 327.0 4.00 x 3.25 250 S-Ambassador 
V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3 .25 270 O-Ambassador 651 5 sdn 4d 2 ,987 2, 1 92 

651 6  sdn 2d 2,963 2 , 1 42 
65 1 8  wgn 4d 3, 1 34 2 ,522 
Classic 660 (wb 1 1 2.0) 

651 5-2 sdn 4d 3,0 1 6  2 ,332 
1 964* 651 6-2 sdn 2d 2,991 2 ,282 
American (wb 1 06.0) Wght Price Prod 65 1 8-2 wgn 4d 3, 1 55 2 ,624 

6405 220 sdn 4d 2,527 1 ,964 Classic 770 (wb 1 1 2.0) 

6405-2 330 sdn 4d 2,526 2,057 651 5-5 sdn 4d 3,029 2,436 
6405-5 440 sdn 4d 2,572 2, 1 50 65 1 7-5 cony cpe 3, 1 69 2,696 4 ,953 
6406 220 sdn 2d 2 ,506 1 ,907 651 8-5 wgn 4d 3, 1 80 2 ,727 
6406-2 330 sdn 2d 2,504 2,000 651 9-5 htp cpe 3,063 2 ,436 
6407-5 440 cony cpe 2,752 2,346 65 1 9-7 770H htp cpe 3,089 2 ,548 
6408 220 wgn 4d 2,661 2 ,240 

Marlin (wb 1 1 2.0) 6408-2 330 wgn 4d 2,675 2,324 
6409-5 440 htp cpe 2,596 2, 1 33 6559-7 htp cpe 3,234 3, 1 00 1 0 ,327 
6409-7 440H htp cpe 5P 2 ,61 7 2 ,292 

Ambassador (wb 1 1 6.0) 
Classic (wb 1 1 2.0) 6585-2 880 sdn 4d 3 , 1 20 2 ,565 
641 5  550 sdn 4d 2 ,755 2 , 1 1 6  6585-5 990 sdn 4d 3, 1 5 1 2 ,656 
641 5-2 660 sdn 4d 2,758 2,256 6586-2 880 sdn 2d 3 ,087 2,5 1 2  
64 1 5-5 770 sdn 4d 2 ,763 2 ,360 6587-5 990 cony cpe 3.265 2 .955 3,499 
64 1 6  550 sdn 2d 2 .732 2 .066 6588-2 880 wgn 4d 3.247 2.879 
64 1 6-2 660 sdn 2d 2.736 2.206 6588-5 990 wgn 4d 3,268 2 .970 
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Wght Price Prod 

6589-5 990 htp cpe 3, 1 68 2,669 
6589-7 990H htp cpe 3, 1 98 2 ,837 

'Total model year registrations: 324,669. 

1 965 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 1 95.6 3. 1 3 x 4 .25 90 S-American 220/330 
L6, 1 95.6 3 . 1 3 x 4 .25 1 25 S-American 440/440H 
L6, 1 99.0 3 .75 3 .00 1 28 S-Classic 550 
L6, 232 .0 3 .75 x 3.25 1 45 S-Classic 660/770/770H, 

Marl in ;  O-Amb, American 
L6, 232 .0 3 .75 x 3.25 1 55 S-Amb;  O-Classic 
V8, 287.0 3 .75 x 3 .25 1 98 O-Classic, Marl in ,  Amb 
V8, 327.0 4.00 x 3 ,25 270 O-Classic, Mar l in ,  Amb 

1 966* 
American 220 (wb 1 06 .0) Wght Price Prod 

6605 sdn 4d 2,574 2,086 
6606 sdn 2d 2,554 2,01 7 
6608 wgn 4d 2,740 2,369 

American 440 (wb 1 06.0) 

6605-5 sdn 4d 2,582 2,203 
6606-5 sdn 2d 2,562 2, 1 34 
6607-5 cony cpe 2,782 2 ,486 
6608-5 wgn 4d 2,745 2,477 
6609-5 htp cpe 2,61 0 2,227 

Rogue (wb 1 06.0) 

6609-7 htp cpe 2,630 2,370 

Classic 550 (wb 1 1 2.0) 

661 5 sdn 4d 2,885 2,238 
66 1 6  sdn 2d 2,860 2, 1 89 
661 8  wgn 4d 3,070 2 ,542 

Classic 770 (wb 1 1 2.0) 

661 5-5 sdn 4d 2,905 2,337 
66 1 7-5 cony cpe 3,070 2 ,61 6 
661 8-5 wgn 4d 3,071 2 ,629 
661 9-5 htp cpe 2,935 2,363 

Rebel (wb 1 1 2.0) 

66 1 9-7 htp cpe 2,950 2 ,523 

"Total model year reg istrations: 265,7 1 2 , 

1 966 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L6, 1 99.0 3 .75 x 3.00 1 28 S-American, Rogue 
L6, 232,0 3 ,75 x 3 .50 1 45 S-Classic, Rebel 
L6, 232 .0 3 .75 x 3.50 1 55 O-ali 
V8, 287.0 3 .75 x 3,25 1 98 O-Classic, Rebel 
V8, 327.0 4 .00 x 3.25 250 O-Classic, Rebel 
V8, 327.0 4.00 x 3.25 270 O-Classic, Rebel 

1 967* 
American 220 (wb 1 06.0) Wght Price Prod 

6705 sdn 4d 2,621 2, 1 42 
6706 sdn 2d 2,591 2 ,073 
6708 wgn 4d 2,767 2,425 

American 440 (wb 1 06.0, 

6705-5 sdn 4d 2,6 1 3  2,259 
6706-5 sdn 2d 2,586 2, 1 9 1 
6708-5 wgn 4d 2,769 2 ,533 
6709-5 htp cpe 2,643 2,283 

American Rogue (wb 1 06.0) 

6707-7 cony cpe 2,821 2 ,61 1 
6709-7 htp cpe 2,663 2,426 

Rebel 550 (wb 1 1 4.0) 

671 5 sdn 4d 
671 6 sdn 2d 
671 8 wgn 4d 
Rebel 770 (wb 1 1 4.0) 

67 1 5-5 sdn 4d 
671 8-5 wgn 4d 
671 9-5 htp cpe 
Rebel SST (wb 1 1 4.0) 

671 7-7 cony cpe 
671 9-7 htp cpe 
'Total model year registrations: 
1 967 Engines bore x stroke 

L6, 1 99 ,0 3 .75 x 3.00 
L6, 232.0 3 ,75 x 3,25 
L6, 232.0 3 .75 x 3 .25 
V8, 290.0 3 .75 x 3,28 
V8, 290 ,0 3 ,75 x 3 .28 
V8, 343.0 4 ,08 x 3.28 
V8 , 343 ,0 4,08 x 3.28 

1 968* 
American (wb 1 06.0) 

6805 sdn 4d 
6806 sdn 2d 
American 440 (wb 1 06.0) 

6805-5 sdn 4d 
6808-5 wgn 4d 
Rogue (wb 1 06.0) 

6809-7 htp cpe 

237,785. 

bhp 

1 28 
1 45 
1 55 
200 
225 
235 
280 

"Total model year registrations: 259,346 

1 968 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 1 99.0 3,75 x 3.00 1 28 
L6, 232 .0 3 ,75 x 3.50 1 45 
V8, 290.0 3 .75 x 3.28 225 

1 969* 
American (wb 1 06.0) 

6905 sdn 4d 
6906 sdn 2d 
American 440 (wb 1 06.0) 

6905-5 sdn 4d 
6908-5 wgn 4d 
Rogue (wb 1 06.0) 

6909-7 htp cpe 
SC/Rambler-Hurst (wb 1 06.0) 

Rambler 

Wght Price Prod 

3,055 2,3 1 9  
3,089 2,294 
3,287 2,623 

3,053 2,4 1 8  
3,288 2 ,71 0 
3,092 2,443 

3, 1 80 2,872 
3, 1 09 2 ,604 

availabi l ity 

S-American 
S-Rebel ; O-American 
O-American, Rebel 
O-American, Rebel 
O-American 
O- Rebel 
O-Rebel 

Wght Price Prod 

2,638 2,024 
2,604 1 ,946 

2,643 2, 1 66 
2 ,800 2 ,426 

2,678 2,244 

availabi l ity 

S-American 
S-Rogue; O-American 
O-American, Rogue 

Wght Price Prod 

2,638 2,076 
2,604 1 ,998 

2,643 2 ,21 8 
2,800 2,478 

2,678 2,296 

6909-7 htp cpe 3, 1 60 ' 2,998 
--------��--------------------

"Total model year registrations: 239,937, 

1 969 Engines bore x stroke bhp 

L6, 1 99.0 3 .75 x 3.00 1 28 
L6, 232.0 3 .75 x 3 , 50 1 45 
V8, 290.0 3.75 x 3.28 200 
V8, 290.0 3 .75 x 3.28 225 
V8, 390.0 4. 1 7  3.57 31 5 

avai labi l ity 

S-American 
S-Rogue; O-American 
O-Rogue, American 440 
O-Rogue 
S-SC/Rambler-Hurst 
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Shelby Shelby Automot ive, Ionia ,  Michigan 
Ford Motor Co.,  Dearborn , Michigan 

Carro l l  Shel by,  who ret i red from rac i n g  fo r health 
reasons in 1 960 , sett led down to become Ameri­

ca 's most char i sm at ic  manufacturer of spec i alty cars. 
Between 1 962 and 1 970 he bu i l t or contri buted to many 
b l i nd i n g ly fast , raceworthy c l ass ics :  the AC Cobra, 
Sun beam T i ger ,  Cobra 427, Ford G T40, and Ford M ark 
I V .  He he lped br i n g  Ford to its rac i n g  p i n n ac le ,  the w i n ­
n i n g of Le M ans .  

She l by 's most popu l ar proj ect from the standpoi nt of 
sales was the GT -350, a su per-t uned vers ion of the Ford 
M u stan g .  B u i l t by Shel by Ameri can in 1 965-66, i t  was 
an un comprom i s i n g ,  potent g rand tou r ing  car equa l l y  
at home on road or  track .  Later models ,  bu i l t  by  Ford 
from 1 967 th rou g h  1 970, were not qu i te what the i r  pre­
decessors had been ,  but were good ex amples of what 
ta lented spec i a l i sts cou ld  do wi th  a stoc k package l i ke 
the M u stan g .  

The 1 965 GT-350 was ai med pr i mar i ly  at the B-Pro­
du ct ion rac i n g  c l ass of the Sports Car C l u b  of Amer ica 

1 965 GT-350 fastback coupe 

1 968 GT-500 convertible 

1 968 GT-500 convertible 
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(SCCA) .  ( I t  was B-Prod uct ion  champ ion  i n  1 965-67 . )  
She lby beg an wi th  a b lue-str i ped wh i te M u stang fast­
back powered by the h i g h-perform ance vers ion of 
Ford 's  289 cub ic - i nch V8. He added a h i g h-r i se m an i ­
fo ld ,  a b ig  fou r-barrel carbu retor ,  and free-f low exhaust 
headers. T h i s  brought  horsepower up  to 306 at 6000 
rpm . A l l  Shel bys came wi th  a Borg-Warner T-1 0  fou r­
speed gearbox,  a reg u l ar M u stang opt ion . I n stead of 
the M u stan g ' s  Falcon-based rear ax le ,  GT-350s used a 
stronger  u n i t from the Fai r l ane stat ion  wagon . Other 
s i g n i f icant component rev i s ions i nc l uded metal l i c­
l i ned rear brakes, Kon i shock absorbers,  and extra­
heavy-duty front d i sc brakes wi th  metal l i c pads .  Steer­
i n g  was made q u icker by re locat i n g  the front su spen­
s ion mou nt i ng  poi nts .  Connect i n g  the tops of the front 
shock absorbers to each other with a length of steel 
t ub i ng  prevented shock flex u nder h ard corner i n g .  
She lby used i ts own 1 5- i n ch cast-al u m i n u m  road 
whee ls  shod wi th  h i g h-performance Goodyear b i as-p ly  

1 968 GT-500 fastback coupe 

1 968 GT-500 K R  fastback coupe 

1 968 G T-500 K R  fastback coupe 



t i res .  The resu l t  of al l th i s  c h ass is  tu n i n g  was near ly  
neutra l  hand l i n g i n stead of the stock  M u stan g ' s  strong  
u n d ersteer .  

Extern a l ly ,  the stock M ustan g ' s  stee l hood was re­
p l aced wi th a f i berg l ass one  contai n i n g  a prom i nent 
scoop and he ld down by N ASCAR hood p i n s .  The g al ­
lop i n g  horse emb lem w as removed from the  g r i l l e ,  and 
the s i m u l ated s i de scoops were opened up to ad m i t  
coo l  ai r to  the rear brakes.  Fo r 1 966, the fastbac k ' s  
stock rear-qu arter ai r extractor vents were rep l aced by 
p l ast i c  w i ndows.  I n tern al ly ,  the o n l y  c h an ges cons i sted 
of com pet i t ion -sty le  th ree- i n c h  seatbelts and a m ahog­
any-r i m med stee r i n g  whee l .  G T-350s a lso came wi thout  
the stock M u stan g ' s  rear seat, w i th  the spare t i re l ashed 
down in the vac ated space. She lby offered a k i t  so the 
buyer cou l d  put the spare back  in the t ru n k  and i n stal l a 
new rear seat. The stock  front seats were left a lone ,  and 
a l l  i n te r iors were so l i d  b l ac k .  

Fo r t h e  rac i n g v e rs i o n  o f  t h e  G T-350 ,  Sh e l by 
ach i eved 350 b h p-an asto u n d i ng 1 .2 1  ho rsepower per 
c u b i c  i n c h .  Th i s  en g i ne  was bas i cal l y the same one 
used i n  the  rac i n g  Cobra 289 . I t s  fou r-speed gearbox 
h ad an al u m i n u m  case to save we i g ht .  The i nter ior  was 

1 969 GT-500 fastback coupe 

1 969 GT-500 fastback coupe 

1 969 GT-500 fastback coupe 

Shelby 

st r i pped and a rac i n g seat was i n stal led a long w i th  a 
ro l l  bar and safety harness.  Compet i t ion t i res and an 
extra-h eavy-d uty su spens ion  were f i tted . A spec i a l f i­
berg l ass nose e l i m i n ated the front  bumper and pro­
v i ded a rud i mentary ai r d am wi th  a central  s lot as an 
add i t i onal a i r i ntake .  The u l t i m ate rac i n g  GT-350 h ad 
fou r-wheel d i sc brakes,  a 400-bhp  e n g i n e ,  and w ide  
t i res u nder fl ared fenders .  

Hertz Rent-A-C ar got i nto the act in  1 966 when i t  o r­
dered 936 Shel bys pai n ted b l ack  w i th  go ld  str i pes.  
Hertz ca l led i t  the GT-350H ,  and wou l d rent one for $ 1 7 
a day and 1 7  cents a m i  I e .  I t  was a stock G T-350, as ide  
from the spec i a l pai nt  job  and a th ree-speed autom at ic  
transm i ss ion  i n stead o f  the stoc k fou r-speed m an u al .  
Hertz i nev i tab ly  rented some of these to weekend rac­
ers, and a few of them performed successfu l l y on SCCA 
tracks .  

I n  1 967 , when  Ford Motor Com pany offered M u stang 
w i th  a 390-c i d  V8, She l by went one better and tossed i n  
a h u g e  428 . The resu l t  was the G T  -500, so ld  as a l i n e­
m ate to the GT-350. I ts  advert i sed horsepower w as 335 , 
but  the real f i g u re was probably c loser to 400 . The 
GT-350 was advert i sed at i ts usual 306 bhp ,  but  the ac-

1 969 GT-500 converti b le  

1 969 G T-500 converti b le  

1 969 GT-500 converti ble 
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Shelby 

tual rat i n g  was below 300 because the '67 d i d  not h ave 
stee l -t u be exhaust headers l i ke the '66 mode l .  

The '67 She lby now h ad i ts own f i berg l ass front end 
to d i st i ngu i sh i t  from produ ct ion M u stan gs ,  p lus other  
styl i n g  mod i f icat ions  and m i n or  chass is refi nements .  I t  
a lso bore a new emblem : a coi led cobra i n  anod ized 
g o ld .  The i nter io r  featu red a h u ge ,  b l ack-pai n ted ro l l  
bar ,  to wh ich were aff i xed i nert i a- reel seatbe l ts i n stead 
of the th ree- i nch h arness. Over 3000 cars were bu i l t ,  
and they were pr iced lower than the 1 965-66 models .  

I n  1 968 , the 350 and 500 were ag ai n offered w i th  on ly  
a wider  hood scoop for  iden t i f icat ion .  I nter i ors were 
l i fted from the stock M u stang w i th  few alterat ions .  A 
Stewart Warner o i l  pressure g auge and ammeter were 
mou nted on the cen tral conso le .  A convert i b le  was ad­
ded to each l i ne ,  pr iced about  $ 1 00 h i g her  than the fast-

She l by Specificat ions 

1 965 
GT-350 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

fstbk cpe 2,800 4,547 562 
1 965 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

V8, 289 .0 4.00 x 2.87 306 S-all 

1 966 
GT-350 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

fstbk cpe 2,800 4,600 2,378 
1 966 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 289.0 4.00 x 2.87 306 S-all 

1 967 
GT-350 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

fstbk cpe 2,800 3,995 1 , 1 75 
GT500 (wb 1 08.0) 

fstbk cpe 3,000 4 , 1 95 2,050 
1 967 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8 289.0  4 .00 x 2.87 290 S-GT350 
V8 , 428.0 4 . 1 3 x 3.98 400' S-GT500 
'Estimated ; advertised bhp lower. 

1 968 
GT-350 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

fstbk cpe 3,000 4 , 1 1 7 1 ,253 
cony cpe 3, 1 00 4,238 404 

GT-500 (wb 1 08.0) 

fstbk cpe 3, 1 00 4,3 1 7  1 , 1 40 
cony cpe 3,200 4,439 402 
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back .  A lso new was the GT-500KR ( " K i n g  of the 
Road " ) ,  w h i ch h ad Ford ' s  Cobra Jet 428 b loc k ,  extra­
l arge heads and i n take man i fo l d ,  and a Ho l ley 735-cfm 
fou r-barrel carbu retor .  The KR so ld  for $4473 as a fast­
back  and $4594 as a convert i b le .  

Mechan ic al ly ,  the 1 969 GT-350 and GT-500 were 
more c lose ly re lated to the prod u ct ion  M u stang th an 
the i r p redecesso rs h ad been (the M u stan g was a l l -new 
that year) . There were now ai r scoops i n  the f i berg l ass 
front fen ders,  and s ide str.i pes were relocated m i dway 
u p  the bodysides .  A l thou g h  a few 1 969s were reser i aled 
for 1 970, She l by produ ct ion effect ive ly ended in '69 .  A 
com b i n at ion  of govern ment reg u l at ions  and spi ral i n g  
i n su rance rates (the cars'  acc ident record was stag ger­
i n g )  prompted Car ro l l  She l by to ask the then-pres ident  
of Ford,  Lee l acocca, to cance l  the prog ram . 

GT-500KR (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

fstbk cpe 3,200 4,473 933 
cony cpe 3,300 4,594 3 1 8 

1 968 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 302.0 4 .00 x 3 .00 250 S-GT350 
V8, 302 .0 4.00 x 3.00 350 O-GT350 (supercharged) 
V8, 390.0  4 .05 x 3.78 335 S-GT500 
V8, 428 .0 4. 1 3 x 3.98 360 S-GT500 
V8, 428 .0 4. 1 3 x 3 .98 400' S-GT500KR 
' Estimated ; advertised bhp lower. 

1 969 
GT-350 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

fstbk cpe 3,000 4,434 1 ,085 
cony cpe 3, 1 00 4,753 1 94 

GT-500 (wb 1 08.0) 

fstbk cpe 3, 1 00 4,709 1 ,536 
cony cpe 3,200 5,027 335 

1 969 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

V8, 351 .0 4 .00 x 3.50 290 S-GT350 
V8, 428.0 4 . 1 3 x 3 .98 400' S-GT500 
' Estimated ; advertised bhp lower. 

1 970 
GT-350 (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

fstbk cpe 3,000 4 ,500' 
cony cpe 3 , 1 00 4,800' 3 1 5  

GT-500 (wb 1 08.0) 

fstbk cpe 3, 1 00 4,800' 286 cony cpe 3,200 5 , 1 00' 
' E stimated . 
1 970 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

V8, 35 1 .0 4.00 x 3 .50 290 S-GT350 
V8 , 428.0 4 . 1 3 x 3.98 375' S-GT500 
' Estimated ; advertised bhp lower. 



Studebaker Studebaker Corp.  ( Studebaker-Packard Corp . ,  1 954-62) 
South Bend ,  Ind iana and Hamilton, Ontario, C anad a  

Studebaker w as the o ldest company i n  the trans­
portat ion  f ie ld  as of 1 940,  hav i n g  bu i l t cars s i n ce 

1 902 and horse-d rawn w agons  s i nce 1 852 .  The f i rm h ad 
f i rst r u n  i nto t rou b le  i n  the l ate 1 920s when it i ntrod uced 
the low-pr i ced Ersk i n e ,  wh ich  d i d  not sel l as we l l  as an­
t i c i pated . The company 's  fi n an c i a l s i tuat ion  worsened 
as the stock  m ar ket crashed in 1 929 . In 1 93 1 -33 came 
another fai l u re ,  the Rockne (n amed for Notre Dame' s  
footbal l coac h ) .  T h e  company went i n to receiversh i p  i n  
1 933,  b u t  w as eventua l l y  rescu ed b y  two energet ic ex­
ecut ives,  Pau l Hoffm an and H arold V ance ,  who stream­
l i n ed m an agement ,  b rou g ht new l i fe to p rod ucts and 
dea lersh i ps, and s lowly put  Studebaker bac k  on  i ts feet . 

The recovery w as com p l ete by 1 939 . I n  that year, 
Studebaker f ie lded the C h am p i on , a good- loo k i n g  
eco n o m y  c a r  s ty led  by R ay m o n d  Loewy.  M o re 
e c o n o m i c a l  t o  r u n  t h a n Fo r d s ,  C h ev ro l et s ,  o r  
P l ymouths ,  the C hamp ion  w as q u ite popu l ar .  Stu de­
baker sales doub led ,  and for the fi rst t ime  s i n ce 1 928, 
the com pany p roduced more than 1 00 ,000 u n i ts in 1 940.  
The model l i ne that year cons i sted of th ree ser ies :  the 
C h amp i o n ,  Commander ,  and P res ident .  The C h ampi o n ,  
then i n  i t s  second year, was b y  far t h e  m ost i mport ant .  
Th i s  c lean l y  sty l ed compact employed a convent iona l  
l ad der-type c h assi s w i th a 1 1 0- i nch  whee l base. L i ke 
other Stu debakers ,  i t  o ffered " p l an ar "  i ndependent  
f ront  suspens ion , t ransverse f ront  leaf spr i n g s  wi th  u p ­
p e r  a n d  l ower l i n ks ,  a n d  Houda i l l e shock ab­
sorbers .  I t  w as powered by a 1 64 . 3  cu b ic- i n ch l-head 
s i x ,  a peppy eng i ne w i th  the h i g hest rpm l i m it i n  the 
i n d u st r y ,  yet eco n om i c a l  to  o pe r at e .  St u de ba k e r  
c l ai med t h e  C h amp ion ' s  m i leage w as 1 0  t o  25 percent 
better th an that of Ford ,  C hevro l et ,  o r  P lymouth . The car  
we ig hed 500 to 650 pou nds  less than the low-pr iced 
three, w h i c h  h e l ped both economy and perform an ce .  
M ax i m u m  speed w as c lose to  80 m p h ,  ag ai nst 75  for 
C hevro let ,  78 for P lymouth , and 90 for the Ford V8/85. 
Stu debaker 's  favor ite performance q u ote w as 1 0-65 
mph  acce lerat i o n  i n  1 9 .6 seconds ,  versus 1 9 .8 for 
Chevro let and 22.3 for Ford . The Ford , of cou rse, cou l d  
h an d i l y  outperform t h e  C h am p i on i n  a l l  other c ateg o­
r ies ,  but Studebaker 's  stat i st ics  m ade  for a good sales 
p i tc h .  

C h amp ions  came i n  fou r body sty l es for 1 940 ;  th ree­
and f ive-passenger cou pes, and two- and fou r-door se­
d an s .  Standard and Deluxe tr i m were offered . The 
C h amp i o n ' s  pr ice range of $660 to $785 m ade i t  a form i ­
d a b l e  com pet i tor  for t h e  B i g  Th ree m akes,  a n d  1 940 
vo lume rose to more than 66,000 u n i ts .  

The m i d d l e- p r i ced 1 940 Stu d eb a k e r  w as C o m ­
m ander ,  offered i n  th ree body sty les o n  a 1 1 6 .5- i nch  
wheel base : a th ree-passenger  cou pe ,  and two- and 
fo u r-door sed ans .  Commanders u sed a 226-c id  s i x  wi th  
90 bhp at  3400 rpm , and d i ffered from the C h am pion  in  
sty l i n g .  The Commander  h ad a sharp ly  creased n ose 

and a l att i cework g r i l l e ,  more l i ke Ford 's  than the 
C h am p i o n ' s  ro u nded l i n es .  

The company cont i n ued to  offer the P res ident ,  
equ i p ped w i th a smooth ,  n i ne-ma in -bear i n g  strai g ht 
e i g ht de l iver i ng  1 1 0 bhp  at 3600 rpm . Pr ices were 
rou g h l y  $ 1 25 h i g her  than for the equ ivalent Com­
m ander .  Presi dents rode a 1 22- i nch  wheel base,  were 
offered i n  the same th ree body sty les as Comman der ,  
and h ad s i m i l ar styl i n g .  

R aymond Loewy h ad earned h i s  h i g h  stan d i ng at 
Studebaker on the st rength of the Champ ion .  For 1 94 1 , 
he  reworked the ent i re l i ne w i th  more forma l ,  e leg ant  
sty l i n g .  A new body sty le ,  the land C ru i ser  (w i th  c losed 
rear roof q u arters) , was deve l o ped for the Commander  
and Pres ident .  Loewy p ioneered the fi rst bodyside  two­
ton i n g ,  cons ist i ng  of a co lor  sweep j u st below the 
bel t l i ne .  En g i nes were reworked.  The C hampion u n i t 
w as stroked out to fou r  i nches for 1 69 .6  c i d  and 80 bhp .  
The Com m ander  powerpl ant  w as rai sed to  94  bhp ,  
w h i le the Pres ident 's  s i l ky stra i g ht e i g ht w as i ncreased 
to 1 1 7 .  

T h e  1 94 1  face l i ft bro u g ht add i t i onal t r i m  leve l s  t o  al l 
t h ree l i nes .  For the C h amp ion ,  these were C u stom ,  
C u stom Deluxe ,  and De l u x-Tone t r ims  ava i l ab le  for al l 
body sty les .  Comman ders were offered i n  C u stom ,  
Delux-Ton e ,  and Skyway versions .  The Skyway w as a 
very r i ch l y  t r immed,  fen der-s k i rted ser ies that went i n to 
product ion i n  M arch 1 94 1 . There was a l so a Skyway 
P resi dent .  South Bend h ad another excel l ent year i n  
' 4 1 . Near ly  85,000 C h amp ions  were b u i l t ;  Commander  

1 940 Pres ident fou r-door C r u i s i n g  Sedan 

1 94 1  Comma nder Skyway Land Cru i ser fou r-door seda n 
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prod uct ion reached nearly 42 ,000 u n its .  (Pres idents t ra­
d i t iona l ly so ld i n  much sma l ler  qu anti t ies . ) 

Before the war put an end to civ i l i an auto prod uct ion 
in 1 942 , Studebaker bu i l t about 50 ,000 u n i ts-suff ic ient 
to keep the company in e i g hth p l ace. Then the factory 
turned to defense work ,  b u i l d i n g  t rucks ,  ai rp l ane en­
g i nes, and Weasel personne l  carr iers .  Sty l i n g  general ly  
g round to a ha l t  at  most  auto compan ies d u r i n g  wart ime 
as  ske leton des ign  crews cou ld spend o n l y  a fract ion of 
the i r  t ime on c iv i l i an projects. But Studebaker was d i f­
ferent .  I ts car sty l i n g  was bei n g  h and led by Loewy As-

1 942 President S kyway sedan-cou pe 

1 946 Cha mpion S kyway fi ve-passenger coupe 

1 947 Commander R egal Deluxe f ive-passenger cou pe 
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soc i ates,  an outs ide consu ltant f i rm not ent i re ly  occu­
p ied with defense contracts. As a resu l t ,  Studebaker 
was ab le to i n troduce an a l l -new postwar desi g n  in the 
spri n g  of 1 946--wel l  ahead of everyone e lse.  

Ear l ier  that year ,  the company offered a h andfu l of 
Skyway C h ampions ,  s l i g ht ly  face l i fted vers ions of the 
1 942 mode l .  The alterat ions were i ndeed modest : the 
u pper g r i l l e  mo ld i n g  w as extended u nder the head­
l amps,  the s ide hood mo l d i n gs were e l i m i n ated , and 
optional  lamps appeared atop the fenders .  The usua l  
four  body styles-three- and five-passenger coupes ,  
two- and fou r-door sedans-were offered. On ly  1 9 ,275 
were bu i lt before production changed over. 

The appeal i n g  new 1 947 Studebaker w as m ai n ly the 
product of the Loewy Stu d i os .  V i rg i l  M .  Exner ,  who h ad 
left Pont iac to jo i n  Loewy before the war,  h ad d i rected 
the '47 desi g n  at f i rst, but  sp l i t wi th  Loewy before i ntro­
d uct ion t i me.  Eng i neer Roy Cole su pported Exner w ith 
staff and equ i pment for a home stud io  ou ts ide South 
Ben d .  His desi g n  was based on sh apes that Loewy h ad 
deve loped ear l ier ,  and was offi c i a l l y  accepted over 
loewy's own proposal . Exner 's  i n fl uence on  i t  w as 
mostly from the cowl forward-a shorter hood and a 
more b l u nt ,  very orn ate front  e n d .  T h i s  bas ic  look 
was retai ned , except for deta i l changes ,  th ro u g h  1 949, 
fo l l owed by Loewy Stu d io 's  novel " bu l let-nose" face l i ft 
for 1 950-51 . 

The Comm an der and C hampion series retu rned for 
'47 ,  but  the Skyway des ig n at i on d i d n ' t .  A spec ia l  1 23-
inch  whee lbase car ried the Com m an der land C ru i ser ,  
Stu debaker 's  l u x u ry sedan . Amon g  stand ard-wheel­
base Comm anders,  the usual  fou r  c losed body styles 
were offered i n  Deluxe and Regal  Deluxe t r i m ,  the l at­
ter pr iced about $ 1 20 h i g her .  A new Reg al convert ib le  
a lso debuted . The C hampion fol lowed the same pattern 
on a 1 1 2- i nch  wheel base, and w as near ly i dent ical me­
chan ica l ly  w i th i ts prewar cou nterpart .  

One reason Studebaker styl i ng d i d n ' t  change much  
from 1 947 to  ' 52  was becau se the loewy/Exner  de­
s ig n-low profi le ,  l arge g l ass area, and f low-t h ro u g h  
fenders-was s o  far ahead o f  t h e  compet i t ion . I n stant  
reco g n i tion  of the '48s was provi ded by a w i n ged hood 
medal l i on .  The 1 949 Commander was a cont i n u at ion  of 
the ' 48 ,  w h i l e  that year's C h amp ion  h ad a new g r i l le 
composed of hor izontal  and vert i cal l ouvers form i ng 
three rows of rectang u lar open i ngs .  The most s i g n i f i ­
cant change in  1 947-49 was mechan ica l .  The Com­
m an der e n g i ne ' s  stroke w as lengthened to 4 .75 i nches 
for a d isp lacement  of 245 .6 cub ic  i nches and an even 
1 00 bhp.  

Studebaker 's model offer i n g s  rem ai ned the same i n  
1 948-49 as i n  '47 .  Commander  cou pes and sed ans i n  
Deluxe and Regal  Deluxe t r i m ,  a Reg al Deluxe con­
vertib le ,  and long-wheel base lan d  C ru i ser ;  p l u s  a s im i ­
l ar C hampion l i neup m i n u s  the  land C r u i ser .  The  b ig  
se l l i n g  poi nt  cont i n u ed to  b e  sty l i n g ,  desp ite certa in  
j okes ("Which way i s  i t  go i n g ? " ) .  The des i g n  was an i n ­
novat ion , e l i m i n at i n g  t h e  bo lt-on fenders o f  prewar 
models .  The envelope body a l l owed for an i ncrease of 



s i x  i nches i n  front seat w idth and 1 0  i n  the rear, prov i d­
i ng exce l lent  i nter io r  room , too. Even after the m aj o r  
man ufactu rers resty led i n  1 949, Stu debaker 's  sh ape re­
ma i ned one of the most advanced on the road . 

The company en joyed i ts best year ever i n  1 950 , and 
many g rand  pred ic t ions  were made about i ts u pco m i n g  
" second centu ry. " B u t  U n i ted States operat ions  came 
to an end some 1 4  years l ater ,  and the H am i l to n ,  On­
tar i o branch b u i l t  the l ast Stu debaker autom o b i l e  two 
years after that .  

The sto ry of  how th i s  h appened i s  com p lex ,  but  i t  can  
be s u m m ar i zed as  fo l l ows : ( 1 ) Studebaker 's  prod uc­
t i v i ty w as lower than the rest of the i nd u stry, even 
thou g h  i ts work force was h i g h ly pai d ;  (2) the f i rm 's  o ld  
South  Bend  p l an t  su ffered from h i g h  overhead and  w as 
more i so l ated from component  supp l i ers th an Detro i t  
factor ies ; and (3 )  the B ig  Th ree , com pet i n g  w i th  each 
other,  cau sed casu a l t ies  among the i n dependents (an 
exam p le  is the Ford and C h evrolet p r ice wars, w h i c h  
Studebaker deal ers cou l d  not m atch because o f  the i r 
l ower vO l u m e ) .  

T h e  prod uct i tse l f  probab ly  had less t o  do  w i t h  the 
f i rm ' s fa i l u res than these commerc i a l factors.  Thou g h  
Studebaker sty l i n g  was con trovers i a l ,  i t  usua l l y  fea­
tu red ideas adopted l ater by other m an u factu rers. 
A l th o u g h  the b u l let-nose front end of 1 950-5 1  wasn ' t  
rea l l y cop ied by anyone e lse ,  i t  d id  suggest the st rong 
central  g r i l l e  sty l i n g  that wou l d  appear l ater in  d i fferent 
form on Edse l s  and Pont i acs. The 1 950 mode ls  a lso of­
fered Stu debaker 's  exce l len t  automat ic  t ran s m i ss ion ,  
des i g ned i n  cooperat ion  w i th  t he  Detro i t  G ear D i v i s i on 
of Borg-Warner .  

Stu debaker  f ie l ded a short-wheel base C h amp ion  i n  
th ree tr i m  var i at ions  for 1 950. Comman ders rode a 
longer  wheel base and con t i n ued to offer a l arger s i x­
cy l i n der  eng i n e .  The long-wheel base Land Cru i se r  was 
st i l l  part of th i s  ser ies ,  ava i l ab le  as a fou r-door sedan 
on ly .  The C h am pion  e n g i ne was cont i n ued for 1 95 1 , 
w h i l e  the Com m ander  received Stu debaker 's  f i rst V8.  

D i sp lac i n g  232.6 c u b i c  i n c hes,  t h i s  new powerpl ant 
deve l oped 1 20 b h p  at 4000 rpm.  I ts en g i neer i n g  was 
fa i r l y  convent i o n a l ,  thou g h  overhead c am s  and hem i ­
spher ica l  com bust ion c h am bers h ad been con s idered . 
The 232 and i ts successors h ave been ca l l ed heavy for 
the i r s i ze ,  but  such  statements were m ade  on the bas i s  
of  compar i sons  w i th  e n g i nes deve loped m uc h  l ater .  I n  
fact, Stu debaker 's  V8  was the f i rst i n  a long  l i ne o f  ro­
b u st ,  effic ien t  sma l l -b locks of less than 300 c i d .  Th ose 
t h at fo l l owed from Dod ge ,  Ford , C h evro let ,  and P lym­
outh certa i n ly benef i ted from i ts tec h n o l ogy .  The 
232 ' s  g reatest contr i bu t i on ,  perh aps, was that i t  c losed 
the power g ap between popu lar-pr i ced c ars and l u x u ry 
m ac h i nes .  As a resu l t ,  the V8 wou l d  become the en g i ne 
des i g n  favored by automakers and  buyers a l i ke .  

The ' 5 1  Stu debaker l i ne w as essent i a l l y  the same as 
i n  1 950. The m a i n  d i fferen ce was body s i ze :  Comm an­
ders now sh ared the 1 1 5- i n c h  wheel base w i t h  C h am­
p i on s ,  w h i l e  the Land Cru i se r  shran k fro m  1 24 to 1 1 9 
i n ches .  Pr ices went u p  sl i g h t ly ,  bu t  b u yers seemed 

Studebaker 

. 1 947 Champion Regal Deluxe convert ib le  

1 949 Champion R egal De luxe convert ib le  

1 950 Champion Custom four-door sedan 

1 95 1  Com mander State fi ve-passenger coupe 

h appy to pay the d i fference for the l ive ly  V8, w h i ch i n ­
c reased Comman der  sa les cons iderab ly .  T h e  232 was 
n o  powerhouse ,  but  i t  d i d  g ive 90-m ph  perform ance. As 
t i me wou ld tel l ,  it was capable of  cons iderab ly  more 
d i sp l acement and horsepower. 
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Styl i n g  changes fo r ' 5 1  were s l i g ht .  The b u l let-n ose 
was refi ned w i th a second chrome r i n g ,  the prom i nent 
air  vents above the g r i l l e  were deleted, and model 
n ames were spel led out on the lead i n g  edg es of the 
hood . Wh atever can be said about  i ts styl i n g  now,  the 
bu l let-nose Studebaker w as popu lar  when new .  

With 222,000 u n i t sales for ca len d ar 1 95 1 , Studebaker 
fe l l  far be low its 1 950 record , thou g h  th i s  was more a re­
su lt of Korean War restr ict ions than decreased demand.  
The f i rm's market share actu a l ly  i nc reased , from 4 .02 to 
4 . 1 7  percent .  

The com pany 's  centenary was marked i n  1 952.  
Though a l l -new styles weren ' t  ready, that year's face l i ft 
was acceptab ly d i fferent .  The b u l l et-nose was repl aced 
by a low,  toothy g r i l le that some sty l i sts cal led the 
"c lam d i gger ."  The model l i neup stayed the same, with 
the add i t ion  of a new hardtop, the Star l i ner .  But  p roduc­
t ion  was much lower throughout  the i nd u stry, and 
Studebaker b u i l t  fewer cars.  Opt im ist ica l ly ,  manage­
ment  loo ked o n  t h e  u pco m i n g  '53s  w i t h  more  
enthus iasm.  

The now- legendary " Loewy cou pes"-Commander 
and Champion Star l i ne r  hardtop and Star l i g h t  p i l l a r  
cou pe-were actua l l y  desi g ned by  Robert E.  Bou rke, 
ch ief of the Loewy Stud ios at South Bend .  Or i g i n al ly 
envi si oned on ly  as a spec ia l  show car, Loewy sold the 
desi g n  as a product ion model  to Studebaker 's m an age­
ment .  These coupes were t ru ly  mag n i f icent .  Mounted 
on the new 1 20 .5- inch  Land Cru iser  wheel base rather  
than the sedans '  1 1 6 .5- inch span , they were perfect 
from every ang le .  Not a l i ne or a detai l was out  of p lace.  
They were hai led at the t ime as the " new Eu ropean 
look . "  Today, they ' re considered by many as the fi nest 
American automotive styl i n g  of the ent i re decade. 

Sad ly ,  the changeover to the new desi g n  de layed 
prod uct ion ,  wh ich  was d i sappoi nt ly  low. Fu rther p rob­
lems surfaced when demand for cou pes beg an run n i ng 
fou r  t i mes h i g her than for the sedans (wh i ch h ad the 
same general l i nes but were shorter ,  h i g her ,  and more 
u n g ai n ly ) .  M an agement h ad p lanned j ust the reverse, 
and t ime was lost i n  sw i tc h i n g  around .  

The same l i neup was offered for 1 954 (an eggcrate 
g r i l le was the most obv ious change) ,  but product ion 
was even lower.  By now, the company's  weaknesses 
were becoming  apparent :  the cost of bu i l d i n g  each c ar 
was fr i g h ten i n g .  As an exper iment ,  Bou rke "pr iced 
out" a Commander Star l i ner  us ing  the G eneral Motors 
cost structu re, and fou nd Chevrolet cou ld  h ave so ld  it 
for about $ 1 900 . M eanwh i le ,  the Ford B l i tz was o n ,  as 
Dearborn waged a pr ice war with G M .  Neither g i an t  
d amaged the  other, but  both wreaked h avoc on the 
i n dependents. J u st when th i ngs  looked b l ackest, Pack­
ard bou g ht Studebaker and annou nced a bo ld  new ef­
fort to create "the i ndust ry 's  B ig  Fou r. " 

Un able to j u st i fy new styl i n g  so soon , Studebaker 
h u n g  a lot of ch rome on the old bod ies for '55 and 
adopt.ed a wraparound  w i ndsh ie ld  in m id-year. The 
model l i ne was sh aken up,  with Champions (exc l u d i n g  
t h e  coupes) sti l l  pl aced on t h e  shorter whee lbase . The 
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longer  c h ass i s  now served a separate ser ies , the re­
v ived Pres i dent .  The C ham pion six was rai sed to 
1 01 bhp.  For more economy, the f i rm sh ran k the Com­
mander V8 to 224 .3  c i d ,  which resu l ted in  1 40 bhp.  
Presi dents,  in  turn ,  used a l arger V8 : 259 .2 c id and 1 75 
bhp .  The top of the l i ne was the w i l d l y  two-toned Presi­
dent Speedster hardtop, w i th spec i a l " q u i lted " l eath e r  
seats,  too led metal d ash , a n d  co lor  com b i n at ions  l i ke 
p i n k  and b l ack  o r  " lemon and l i me. " At $3253, the 
Speedster was not a big se l 1er ,  and neither were i ts l i ne­
m ates. I n  a year when near ly every company was 
sett i n g  new sa les record s ,  Stu d ebaker  p ro d u ced 
on ly  about  1 1 6 ,000 cars .  Soon i t  was determi ned 
the company needed to sel l  about 250,000 cars a year 
j u st to break even . 

Wh i le Studebaker-Pack ard pres i dent  J ames Nance 
shopped for fi n an c i n g  (eventu al ly  lead i n g  to a takeover 
by Curt i ss-Wr i g ht) , the fi rm g amely resty led for 1 956. 
Retai n i n g  the old whee l bases and bodyshe l l s , sty l i n g  
became more u p r i g h t  a n d  squared off, w i t h  l arger ,  
mesh-type g r i l les. A cheap two-door cal led the sedanet 
was offered i n  the  Commander and C h amp ion  series. 
The lon g-wheel base chassi s  was n ow reserved for the 
top- l i ne Pres ident  C lassic sedan and the sporty new 
H aw ks.  

The H awks were the l ast Studebakers of the '50s de­
s i g ned by Loewy 's  team, and were g ood- look i n g ,  excit­
ing to d r ive,  com peten t  on the c u rves, and i mpressive 
on the straig htaways. There were fou r altogether. The 
Power (V8) and Fl i g ht (six) H awks were descendents of 
the p i l l ar-type Star l i g ht coupe.  B ased on  the old Star­
l i n er h ardtop were the S ky H aw k  and Go lden H aw k ,  the 
l atter wi th the 352-c id  Pac k ard en g i ne .  Sty l i n g  w as 
keyed to a squ are c l assic-sty le g ri l le ,  freestan d i n g  
park i n g  l i g hts ,  a n d  del uxe i n ter iors wi th  eng i ne-tu rned 
d ash l i ke the ' 55 Speedster 's .  The Fl i g ht H aw k  w as 
pr iced u nder $2000, wh i l e  the Go lden H aw k  l i sted at 
on ly  $3061 , so they were good buys.  Unfo rt u n ately ,  they 
were al l peri pheral models th at appeared m ai n ly to en­
th usi asts ,  wh i le  the bread-and-butter fam i ly cars con­
t i n ued to sel l s low ly .  On ly  70,000 veh i c les were tu rned 
out at South Bend i n  1 956, and th i ngs  wou l d  cont i n ue to 
g et worse . I n  1 957 and ' 58 ,  Studebaker and Pack ard 
com b ined cou l d n 't produce more than 70,000 cars a 
year .  

Th i s  w as the per iod when none of the p l ant 's  em­
p loyees knew from one d ay to the next whether  they 
were wor k i n g  the i r  l ast sh i ft .  With so l i t t le money to a l ­
ter the '56 desi g n ,  there was noth i n g  e l se to do but  try a 
face l i ft .  Accord i n g ly ,  a fu l l -w idth g r i l l e  appeared for 
1 957 ,  and g rew more mass ive i n  1 958,  when Stu de­
bakers also g ot h ast i l y  deve loPt3d q u ad head l i g ht sys­
tems and u n ga in l y  tai l f i ns .  The Scotsm an-a n aked , 
barg ai n-pr iced l i n e  of sedans and a stat ion  wagon-d id  
no t  spark sales.  Nei ther d i d  the  n ice-look i n g  Star l i gh t  
h ardtop w ith  i t s  DeSoto- l i ke roof. 

M echan ica l  c h an ges were benefi c i a l ,  however.  The 
' 56 Go lden H aw k ' s  h u g e  Pack ard eng ine  h ad m ade i t  
embarrass i n g l y  front-heavy, so t h e  1 957-58 ed i t ion  



1 952 Com mander State Starl i ner  hardtop coupe 

1 953 Commander R egal Starl i ner  hardtop coupe 

1 954 Commander R egal Conestoga stat ion wagon 

1 95 5  President Speedster hardtop coupe 

used a 289 V8 w i th  Paxton su perch arger .  Th i s  ar ran ge­
ment  deve loped the same 275 bhp ,  but  i n  a more eff i ­
c ien t  way :  the b lower freewhee led econom ical l y  u nt i l  
t h e  acce lerator was f l oored . The other H awks  were re­
p l aced by a s i n g l e  f ixed-p i l l ar Si lver H aw k  w i th  p la i ner  
tr i m  and an u n b lown 289 deve l o p i n g  2 1 0 bhp .  The 
G o lden H aw k  and S i lver  H aw k  were f ine road m a­
c h i nes,  capab le  of carry i n g  fou r  peop le  comfortably 
over long d i stances at  h i g h  speed in  t rue gran turismo 
style .  As " perso n al cars , "  the i r  appeal was l i m ited , 
however ,  espec i a l l y  i n  1 958 when Studebaker h i t  bot-

Studebaker 

1 956 Pres ident Classic fou r-door sedan 

1 956 Golden H awk hardtop coupe 

1 956 S ky H awk hardtop coupe 

1 95 7  Pres ident Classic fou r-door sedan 

tom.  Fewer than 45 ,000 cars were b u i l t  th at year. 
The end m i g ht h ave come r i g ht there h ad not the f i rm 

su cceeded wi th  the compact 1 959 Lark  . . Tho u g h  the 
Lark used m any body pane ls  and mechan i c al compo­
nents from ear l i e r  '53- '58 mode ls ,  sty l i st D u n can 
M c R ae h ad done enough  to the exter ior  to m ake i t  look 
con s iderably d i fferent .  The boxy,  pract i cal styl i n g  
fou nd a m arket among com pact-consc ious  buyers, and 
peop le  f l ocked to Stu debaker  dealersh i ps in  d roves. 
The tu rnaround  was asto u nd i n g .  Com pared to 1 8 ,850 
fou r-door sedans bu i l t for '58 ,  a total of 48 ,459 fou r-door 
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' 59 Larks ro l led off the l i nes.  The Lark was a lso offered 
as a two-door sed an , two-door wagon ,  and two-door 
hardtop, a l l  on a 1 08 .5- i nch wheel base . Si x-cy l i nder 
models  st i  I I  used the o ld  1 69 .6-c id  L-head , detuned to 
90 bhp .  The V8 versions were fi tted with the 259 ,  rated 
at 1 80 bhp,  or 1 95 with fou r- barre l c arburetor. I n  V8 
form , the Lark was l i vely ,  yet su rpr is i n g ly easy on g as.  
The Hawk was a lso cont i n ued for '59 ,  but  o n l y  the S i lver 
H awk was i ssued.  As a resu lt  of al l  t h i s , Studebaker 
made i ts fi rst profi t in s ix  years, bu i ld i n g  over 1 26,000 
cars. But  the Lark wou ld  p rov ide o n l y  a temporary 
reprieve. 

For 1 960, Lark was changed on ly  m i l d l y  from the i n­
trod uctory model , rece iv ing  a new g r i l l e  composed of 
th ick  and t h i n  hor izontal  bars, and smal l alterat ions i n  
scr ipt a n d  medal l i ons .  The H awk was c arr ied over v i r­
tual ly  u n altered . I t  so ld  for $2650 and was worth i t .  
Equ i pped w ith fu nct i ona l  wh i te-on-b lac k  i n stru ments 
and sem i -bucket seats, i t  was a u n ique " fam i l y  sports 
car" offer i n g  good performance.  Bu t  scant advert i s i n g ,  
p l us  emphasi s on the Lark,  h ampered i ts sales. 

For 1 96 1 , Lark was modest ly face l i fted . The s ix­
cyl i nder eng i ne was converted to overhead-valve de­
s ig n ,  y ie ld i n g  1 1 2  bhp .  One new model was the Lark 
Cru i ser ,  outfi tted with r ich upho lstery and r i d i ng  the 
wagon whee lbase for extra rear seat room .  I t  cou l d  be 
ordered wi th  the Hawk 's  289 V8 , avai l ab le  w i th a power 
pack cons i st i ng  of fou r-barrel carbu retor and dua l  ex­
h austs that rai sed output to 225 bhp. The H awk itse l f  
was s l i ght ly  rev i sed for  1 961 , rece iv i ng  two-tone co lor  
pane ls  j ust be low the fi ns  and an  opt ion al fou r-speed 
gearbox . 

When Sherwood Eg bert became company pres ident  
in  ear ly  1 961 , he asked M i lwau kee sty l i st B rooks 
Stevens to he l p  redes ign  the Lark and H awk on a s ix­
month crash bas is .  Randa l l  Faurot, Studebaker 's head 
of styl i n g ,  w i l l i n g ly stepped back .  Stevens adopted the 
longer 1 1 3- i nch  wheel base for al l fou r-door mode ls, 
then deve loped e longated rear q u arters, l arge rou nd 
ta i l l i g hts ,  and  a M e rced es- l i ke rec tan g u l ar g r i l l e 
(Studebaker was d i str i but i ng  M ercedes- Benz cars at 
the t i me) . A new entry wi th e i ther s i x  or V8 power was 
the sporty  Lark Dayton a,  w h i ch h ad bucket seats,  b r ight  
new i nter iors,  and an  opt ional 289 eng i ne .  

I n  rework ing  the H awk ,  Stevens resk i n ned the o ld  
Loewy-styled coupe to  create a true h ardtop w i th  a 
Thunderb i rd - l i ke rear roofl i ne .  He e l i m i n ated the l arge 
ta i l f i ns ,  wh ich h ad become d ated by 1 960 , and resty led 
the dash board , wh ich  retai ned i ts fu l l  comp lement of 
pu rposefu l g aug es. C h r istened G ran Tur i smo, the re­
su l t  was a rem arkab le p iece of exped i t ious redes i g n .  
The GT's  opt ional 225-bhp eng i ne prov ided a 1 20-mph 
top speed and a 0-60 spri nt  of less than 1 0  seconds .  
A l though heavy,  the 289 V8 was i nc red i b ly  stron g ,  cap­
able of performance far g reater than its d i sp lacement 
su g gested . Sales p ic ked up  in 1 962 ,  when about 8400 
G ran Tur i smos were b u i l t .  

For 1 963, Stevens reworked the Lark ' s  body above 
the be l t l i ne .  He i m proved v i s i b i l i ty by u s i n g  more g l ass 
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1 957 Golden H awk hardtop coupe 

1 957 S i l ver Hawk coupe 

1 957 President Broadmoor fou r-door station wagon 

1 958 Pres ident Starl ight hardtop coupe 

and t h i n ner  u pper door frames. The g r i l l e  was rev i sed 
s l i g ht ly .  The dash board was com plete ly  new, f i tted w ith 
need le g au ges, rocker- type contro l  sw itches,  and a 
"van i ty" sty le g l ove com partment contai n i n g  a makeup 
case and pop-up  m i rror .  For ut i  l i ty-car buyers,  Stevens 
came up w i th a g reat i n novat ion : the Wagonai re ,  wi th a 
sl i d i n g  rear roof pane l .  

Stevens  g ave the 1 963 GT H aw k  a new g r i l l e s i m i l ar 



1 959 Lark R egal hardtop coupe 

1 960 Lark R egal convertib le  

1 96 1  Hawk coupe 

1 962 G ran Tu r ismo Hawk hardtop coupe ( prototype) 

to the Lark ' s, rou nd  am ber park i n g  l i g hts ,  a wood- l i ke 
d ash , and p leated v i n yl seats .  Both  Lark and H aw k  were 
avai l ab le  by m id -year with the R1 (240 bhp )  and R2 (290 
bhp )  Avant i  e n g i nes,  pr iced at $2 1 0  and $372 respec­
t ive ly .  The R2 S u per  H awk exceeded 1 40 m ph at Bon ne­
v i l l e ,  and an R 2  S u pe r  Lark d i d  over 1 32 m p h .  

Studebaker 's  g reatest ach i evement o f  t h e  decade 
was u ndou bted ly  the Avan t i ,  i ntroduced for 1 963. T h i s  

Studebaker 

.... �--

1 963 Lark Daytona hardtop coupe 

1 963 G ran Tur ismo Hawk hardtop coupe 

1 963 Lark Daytona Wagonai re station wagon 

, .< 1 

1 964 Com mander fou r-door sedan 

bri l l i ant ly  conceived g rand tou r i n g  c ar was c reated by 
Raymond Loewy and a team of ta lented desi g ners­
John  Ebste i n ,  Robert And rews, and Tom Ke l lo g g .  L i ke 
Stevens ,  Loewy had been h i red by Sherwood Eg bert. 
W h i l e  Stevens attended to emergency restyl i n g ,  Eg bert 
asked Loewy for an exot ic sports-type car that wou ld 
revi tal ize the company 's  i mage .  I t  was the f i rst ass i g n­
ment  Loewy had been g iven by Studebaker s i nce h i s  
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o ld  contract l apsed fo l l ow i n g  com plet ion  of the 1 956 
Hawks.  I n  haste and i n  complete secrecy, he g athered 
h i s team at a rented house in Palm Spri ngs ,  Ca l i fo rn i a. 

The car they deve loped had a Coke-bott le  shape, a 
l arge rear wi ndow, and a b u i l t- i n  ro l l  bar.  Front fenders 
were razor-edged , and swept back i nto c u rved rear fen-

1 964 Daytona Wagona i re station wagon 

1 964 Avanti sport cou pe 

1 965 Daytona two-door sport sedan 

1 965 Cru iser four-door sedan 
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ders ,  then fl owed i nto a j ac ked-u p tai l .  Avo i d i n g  a con­
vent ional g ri l le .  Loewy des i g ned an ai r scoop u n der a 
th i n  front bumper .  An asymmetr ical h u m p  i n  the hood 
d i rected the d r iver 's  v is ion  forward and added ch ar­
acter to the front-end sh ape . I n s ide ,  am p le  c rash pad­
d i n g  was com bi ned wi th fou r  s l i m-sect ion v i ny l  bucket 
seats and an a i rcraft-style control pane l .  The whole de­
s ign  was accepted for product ion w i th very l i tt le  
change from Loewy's or i g i na l  smal l sca le mode l . 

F i berg lass was chosen as the body mater i al for rea­
sons of cost and t ime ,  and ch ief eng i neer Eugene H ard­
i n g  chose a Lark convert i b le  frame, shortened and 
h i g h ly modi f ied ,  f i tted wi th front and rear ant i -sway bars 
and rear rad i us rods .  The Ben d i x  d i sc brakes used on 
the Avant i  (as we l l  as on some Larks and Haw ks)  were 
the f i rst cal i per  d i scs i n  domest ic  product ion . The 
eng i ne was, of cou rse, the 289 V8. In stand ard ( R 1 ) 
form , it deve loped 240 bhp ,  than ks to a Paxton super­
charger ,  3/4 -race h i gh - l i ft cam, d u al -breaker d i str i butor,  
fou r-barrel carbu retor ,  and d u al exhausts . Andy Gran a­
te l l i  and Paxton al so developed a su perch arged R2 ver­
s ion with 290 bhp ,  fo l l owed by a bored-out 304 .5-c id  
version in  th ree h i g her states of tune ,  the R3 ,  R4,  and 
R5. The exper i mental R5 h ad two Paxton su per­
chargers,  one for each cyl i nder ban k ,  a long w i th mag­
neto i g n i t ion  and Ben d i x  fuel  i nj ect ion . I t  deve loped an 
i n c red i b le 575 horsepower, but  was not a prod uct ion 
opt ion .  

The Avant i  had a remarkably s l i ppery shape, even 
tho u g h  Loewy h ad not had t ime for w i n d  tun ne l  tests­
he'd  j u st g u essed.  I n  l ate 1 962 , G ran ate l l i  broke 29 
Bonnev i l le speed records with an R3,  trave l i n g  faster 
than anyone ever had i n  an Amer ican stock car .  

Unfo rtu n ate ly ,  Studebaker fai led to get Avant i  p ro­
d uct ion g o i n g  i mmed i ately after annou ncement .  Unex­
pected d i stort ion d u r i n g  fi berg l ass c u r i n g  accounted 
part ly for the de lay.  As a resu lt ,  the f i rm was forced to 
add i ts own fi berg l ass body fac i l i ty .  By the t ime a l l  the 
bugs  were out ,  most of the c u stomers who 'd  p l aced ad­
vance orders had g iven up on the .Avant i  and bou g ht 
Corvettes. Fewer than 4600 were produced d u r i n g  1 963 
and 1 964. Prod u ct ion had al ready ceased by the t i me 
Studebaker stopped bu i ld i ng Larks  i n  December 1 963. 

The car was revived,  however,  by a pai r of South 
Bend dealers .  Equ i pped w i th a Corvette en g i ne ,  i t  was 
st i l l  bei n g  prod uced i n  the 1 980s (see Avanti  I I ) .  

Desp ite the Avant i ' s  obvi ous showroom appeal , 
Studebaker sales p l u n g ed i n  1 963.  M ode l  year output 
fe l l  short of 70,000 u n its .  The company  ranked 1 2th i n  
product ion ,  ahead of o n l y  L i nco l n  and I m per ia l  among 
the major  makes.  Eg bert ,  who 'd  been hospita l i zed 
repeated ly ,  entered the hospita l  aga in  in Novem ber 
1 963 and d i d  not retu rn to the company .  (He d i ed of 
c an cer in 1 969 . )  Byers B u r l i n g ame rep l aced h i m  as 
p resi dent .  A month l ater, after desperate l ast-d itch at­
tempts to obta i n  bac k i n g  for future mode ls ,  B u r l i n g ame 
annou n ced the c losu re of  the South Bend factory. 
Operat ions were transferred to the assembly  p l ant i n  
H am i l ton ,  Ontar io ,  where management hoped t o  con-



t i n u e  prod uct ion at the rate of 20,000 a year .  Afte r '64, 
a l l Studebakers were C an ad i an-b u i l t .  

The 1 964 models  were the most attract ive of the de­
cade .  B rooks Stevens h ad c reated more new sty l i n g  for 
the C r u i ser ,  Dayton a, and Lar k :  a cr isp ,  squ ared-off 
body, s i x  i n ches lon ger  than the 1 963 vers ion ; a broad, 
hor i zontal  g r i l l e i n teg rated w i th the head l i g hts ;  and a 
po in ted u pper ta i l sect ion  housi n g  bac k u p  l i g hts and 
tai l l am ps .  A str i pped C h a l l enger  l i n e  was added at 
aro u nd $21 00, and a st i l l  more powerfu l R3  eng i ne was 
annou n ced for the Super Lark and  Super  H aw k .  (The 
Super Lark cou ld  do  0 to 60 mph in 7.3 seconds . )  The 
'64 GT H awk h ad a land au-style roof with part i a l v i ny l  
top (opti o n a l ) ,  a smoothed-off deck ,  and a m atte- b l ack  
dash . A test d r iver pu shed an R2 H aw k  to  90 mph in  1 3 .8 
seconds and est i m ated its top speed at 1 50-p l u s  mph .  
A l l  t he  h i g h-perform ance spec i als  were d ropped after 
the move to Can ad a. 

The 1 965 mode ls  were u n changed i n  appearance.  
H owever, without the South Bend en g i ne p l ant ,  H am i l ­
ton had to f i n d  another powerp lant .  U lt i m ate ly ,  the 
sou rce was Chev rolet ,  wh ich  prov ided its so l id 1 20-
bhp ,  1 94-c id s i x and its exce l lent  283-c i d  V8 w i th 1 95 
bhp .  A s i x-cyl i nder  C r u i se r  w as avai l ab le  a long  w i th 
Com m ander  two- and fou r-door sed ans and a fou r-door 
Wag ona i re (with o r  w i thout  s l i d i n g  roof) . The V8 was of­
fered for Comm ander  sed ans and wagon , the Daytona 
Sport sed an and wagon , and the C ru i ser .  

The Hami lton p lant a l most met i ts  20 ,000-u n i t  q uota 
for 1 965 .  B u t  the l ac k  of fac i l i t ies for advanced research 
and deve lopment meant prod uct i on  s i m p ly  cou l d n ' t  
l ast . T h e  l ast Stu debaker-the '66-h ad n e w  front-end 

St udebake r  Specificat ions 

1 940 
2G Champion (wb 1 1 0.0)-66,264 bui lt Wght Price Prod 

cpe 3P 2,290 660 
cpe 5P 2,335 696 
club sdn 2 ,360 700 
Cruising Sedan 4d 2,390 740 
Deluxe cpe 3P 2,3 1 5  705 
Deluxe cpe 5P 2,360 740 
Deluxe club sdn 2,385 745 
Deluxe Cruising Sedan 4d 2,4 1 5 785 

LOA Commander (wb 1 1 6.5)-34,477 bui lt 

Custom cpe 3P 3,055 895 
club sdn 3, 1 35 925 
Cruising Sedan 4d 3 , 1 80 965 

Studebaker 

1 966 Cru iser fou r-door sedan 

1 966 Daytona two-door sedan 

styl i n g  with two d u a l -beam head l i g h ts i n stead of q u ads ,  
a revi sed g r i l l e w i th  rectan g u l ar pane ls ,  new bodys ide 
mo l d i n g s, and ai r-ext ract ion  ports i n  the rear panel . B ut 
p rod uct ion n um bered o n l y  8947 u n i ts .  Despite rescue 
attem pts by Stevens and others ,  Stu debaker was 
doomed .  I ts ran g e  of prototypes (from economy c ars to 
a rev i ved Pac kard ) never saw the l i g ht of  d ay .  

6 C  President (wb 1 22.0)-6,444 Wght Price Prod 

cpe 3P 3,280 1 ,025. 
c lub sdn 3,370 1 ,055 
Cruising Sedan 4d 3,420 1 ,095 

1 940 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

l6, 1 64.3 3 .00 x 3 .88 78 S-Champion 
l6, 226.2 3 .3 1  x 4.38 90 S-Commander 
l8, 250.4 3 .06 x 4.25 1 1 0 S-President 
1 94 1  
3 G  Champion (wb 1 1 0 .0)-84,91 0 bui lt  Wght Price Prod 

Custom cpe 3P 2,370 7 1 0  
Custom Opera cpe 2 ,4 1 0  750 
Custom club sdn 2 ,450 755 
Custom Cruising Sedan 4d 2 ,480 795 
Custom Deluxe cpe 3P 2,395 745 
Custom Deluxe Opera cpe 2,425 780 
Custom Deluxe club sdn 2 ,470 785 
Custom Deluxe Cruising Sdn 4d 2 ,500 825 
DeLux-Tone cpe 3P 2,400 780 
Delux-Tone Opera cpe 2,430 8 1 5  
De lux-Tone club sdn 2,470 820 
DeLux-Tone Cruising Sedan 4d 2 ,500 860 
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1 1  A Commander (wb 1 1 9.0)-41 ,996 bui lt  Wght Price Prod 1 946 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

Custom sdn cpe 3, 1 60 990 l6, 1 69 .6 3.00 x 4.00 80 S-all 
Custom Cruising Sedan 4d 3 ,2 1 0  1 ,0 1 0 
Custom land Cru iser sdn 4d 3,230 1 ,055 1 947 
De lux-Tone Cruising Sedan 4d 3,225 1 ,075 
Delux-Tone land Cruiser sdn 4d 3 ,245 1 , 1 20 6G Champion (wb 1 1 2.0)-1 05,097 bui lt  Wght Price Prod 

Skyway sdn cpe 3,200 1 ,080 Deluxe sdn 4d 2 ,735 1 ,478 
Skyway Cruising Sedan 4d 3 ,240 1 , 1 00 Deluxe sdn 2d 2 ,685 1 ,446 
Skyway land Cruiser sdn 4d 3,260 1 , 1 30 Deluxe cpe 5P 2,670 1 ,472 

7C President (wb 1 24.5)-6,994 built Deluxe cpe 3P 2,600 1 ,378 

Custom Cruising Sedan 4d 3 ,450 1 , 1 40 
Regal Deluxe sdn 4d 2,760 1 , 551 
Regal Deluxe sdn 2d 2 ,7 1 0  1 ,520 

Custom land Cruiser sdn 4d 3 ,475 1 , 1 85 Regal Deluxe cpe 5P 2 ,690 1 ,546 
De lux-Tone Cruising Sedan 4d 3, 475 1 ,205 Regal Deluxe cpe 3P 2,620 1 ,451 
De lux-Tone land Cruiser sdn 4d 3 ,500 1 ,250 Regal Deluxe cony cpe 2 ,875 1 ,902 
Skyway sdn cpe 3,440 1 ,2 1 0  
Skyway Cruising Sedan 4d 3 ,500 1 ,230 1 5A Commander (wb 1 1 9.0 ;  LC-1 23.0)-56,399 built 

Skyway land Cru iser sdn 4d 3,520 1 ,260 Deluxe sdn 4d 3,265 1 , 761 
1 94 1  Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labil ity Deluxe sdn 2d 3 ,230 1 ,729 

l6, 1 69.6 3.00 x 4 .00 80 S-Champion 
Deluxe cpe 5P 3,2 1 0  1 ,755 
Deluxe cpe 3P 3, 1 40 1 ,66 1 

l6, 226.2  3 .31  x 4 .38 94 S-Commander Regal Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,280 1 ,882 
l8, 250.4 3.06 x 4.25 1 1 7 S-President Regal Deluxe sdn 2d 3,245 1 ,850 

Regal Deluxe cpe 5P 3,225 1 ,877 
Regal Deluxe cpe 3P 3, 1 55 1 ,782 

1 942 Regal Deluxe cony cpe 3,420 2 ,236 
land Cruiser sdn 4d 3 ,340 2,043 

4G Champion (wb 1 1 0.0)-29,678 built Wght Price Prod 
1 947 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

Custom cpe 3P 2,4 1 5  744 
Custom Double Dater cpe 5P 2,455 769 l6, 1 69.6 3.00 x 4.00 80 S-Champion 
Custom club sdn 2,495 774 l6, 226 .2  3 .3 1  x 4 .38 94 S-Commander 
Custom Cruising Sedan 4d 2,520 804 

1 948 Deluxstyle cpe 3P 2,435 779 
Deluxstyle Double Dater cpe 5P 2 ,470 804 7G Champion (wb 1 1 2.0)-99,282 bui lt  Wght Price Prod 
Deluxstyle club sdn 2 ,520 809 
Deluxstyle Cru ising Sedan 4d 2,545 839 Deluxe sdn 4d 2,720 1 ,636 

Deluxe sdn 2d 2,675 1 ,604 
1 2A Commander (wb 1 1 9.0)-1 7,500 bui lt  Deluxe cpe 5P 2 ,670 1 ,630 

Custom sdn cpe 3, 1 95 1 ,025 Deluxe cpe 3P 2 ,590 1 ,535 
Custom Cruising Sedan 4d 3 ,265 1 ,045 Regal Deluxe sdn 4d 2 ,725 1 ,709 
Custom land Cruiser sdn 4d 3 ,290 1 ,080 Regal Deluxe sdn 2d 2 ,685 1 ,678 
Deluxstyle sdn cpe 3,21 0 1 ,070 Regal Deluxe cpe 5P 2,690 1 , 704 
Deluxstyle Cruis ing Sedan 4d 3 ,280 1 ,090 Regal Deluxe cpe 3P 2 ,61 5 1 ,609 
Deluxstyle land Cruiser sdn 4d 3,305 1 , 1 25 Regal Deluxe cony cpe 2 ,865 2 ,060 
Skyway sdn cpe 3,240 1 , 1 05 1 5A Commander (wb 1 1 9.0;  LC-1 23.0)-85,71 1  built 
Skyway Cruising Sedan 4d 3 ,300 1 , 1 25 Deluxe sdn 4d Skyway land Cruiser sdn 4d 3 ,3 1 5  1 , 1 60 3, 1 95 1 ,956 

Deluxe sdn 2d 3, 1 65 1 ,925 
8C President (wb 1 24.5)-3,500 built Deluxe cpe 5P 3, 1 50 1 ,951 

Custom sdn cpe 3,440 1 , 1 4 1  Deluxe cpe 3P 3,080 1 ,856 
Custom Cruising Sedan 4d 3,485 1 , 1 6 1 Regal Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,2 1 5  2 ,078 
Custom land Cruiser sdn 4d 3 ,51 0 1 , 1 96 Regal Deluxe sdn 2d 3 , 1 75 2 ,046 
Deluxstyle sdn cpe 3,455 1 , 1 86 Regal Deluxe cpe 5P 3, 1 65 2 ,072 
DeLuxstyle Cruising Sedan 4d 3 ,500 1 ,206 Regal Deluxe cpe 3P 3,095 1 ,978 
Deluxstyle Land Cruiser sdn 4d 3 ,51 5 1 ,241 Regal Deluxe cony cpe 3,385 2,431 
Skyway sdn cpe 3,470 1 ,221 Land Cruiser sdn 4d 3 ,280 2 ,265 
Skyway Cruising Sedan 4d 3,540 1 ,241 1 948 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 
Skyway land Cruiser sdn 4d 3,540 1 ,276 l6, 1 69.6 3 .00 x 4.00 80 S-Champion 

1 942 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity l6, 226.2 3 .31  x 4 .38 94 S-Commander 
l6, 1 69.6 3.00 x 4.00 80 S-Champion 1 949 l6, 226 .2  3 .31  x 4.38 94 S-Commander 
L8, 250 .4 3.06 x 4.25 1 1 7  S-President 8G Champion (wb 1 1 2.0)-85,604 bui lt Wght Price Prod 

DeLuxe sdn 4d 2 ,745 1 ,689 
Deluxe sdn 2d 2,720 1 ,657 

1 946 Deluxe cpe 5P 2,705 1 ,683 
5G Skyway Champion (wb 1 1 0.0) Wght Price Prod 

Deluxe cpe 3P 2,645 1 ,588 
Regal Deluxe sdn 4d 2,750 1 ,762 

cpe 3P 2,456 1 ,002 2,465 Regal Deluxe sdn 2d 2 ,725 1 ,73 1 
cpe 5P 2,49 1 1 ,044 1 ,285 Regal Deluxe cpe 5P 2 ,725 1 ,757 
club sdn 2,54 1  1 ,046 5,000 Regal Deluxe cpe 3P 2 ,650 1 ,652 
Cru ising Sedan 4d 2,566 1 ,097 1 0,525 Regal Deluxe cony cpe 2,895 2 ,086 
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1 6A Commander (wb 1 1 9.0 ;  LC-1 23.0)-

43,694 built Wght Price Prod 

Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,240 2,0 1 9  
Deluxe sdn 2d 3,2 1 5 1 ,988 
Deluxe cpe 5P 3 ,200 2,0 1 4  
Deluxe cpe 3 P  3, 1 30 1 ,9 1 9  
Regal Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,245 2, 1 4 1 
Regal Deluxe sdn 2d 3 ,220 2, 1 09 
Regal Deluxe cpe 5P 3,205 2, 1 35 
Regal Deluxe cpe 3P 3, 1 35 2,04 1 
Regal Deluxe cony cpe 3,4 1 5  2 ,468 
land Cru iser sdn 4d 3,325 2,328 

1 949 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 
l6, 1 69.6 3.00 x 4.00 80 S-Champion 
l6, 245 .6 3.31 x 4.75 1 00 S-Commander 
1 950 
9G Champion (wb 1 1 3.0)-270,604 bui lt Wght Price Prod 

Custom sdn 4d 2 ,730 1 ,5 1 9  
Custom sdn 2d 2,695 1 ,487 
Custom cpe, 5P 2,690 1 ,5 1 4  
Custom cpe 3P 2,620 1 ,4 1 9  
Deluxe sdn 4d 2,750 1 ,597 
Deluxe sdn 2d 2,720 1 ,565 
Deluxe cpe 5P 2 ,705 1 ,592 
Deluxe cpe 3P 2,635 1 ,497 
Regal Deluxe sdn 4d 2,755 1 ,676 
Regal Deluxe sdn 2d 2 ,725 1 ,644 
Regal Deluxe cpe 5P 2,7 1 5  1 ,671 
Regal  Deluxe cpe 3P 2,640 1 ,576 
Regal Deluxe conv cpe 2,900 1 ,981 

17 A Commander (wb 1 20 .0 ;  LC-1 24.0)-72,562 bui lt 

Deluxe sdn 4d 3,255 1 ,902 
Deluxe sdn 2d 3,2 1 5  1 ,871  
Deluxe cpe 5P 3,2 1 5  1 ,897 
Regal Deluxe sdn 4d 3,265 2,024 
Regal Deluxe sdn 2d 3 ,220 1 ,992 
Regal Deluxe cpe 5P 3,220 2 ,01 8 
Regal Deluxe cony cpe 3,375 2,328 
land Cruiser sdn 4d 3,355 2, 1 87 

1 950 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

l6, 1 69.6 3 .00 x 4 .00 85 S-Champion 
l6, 245.6 3.31 x 4. 75 1 02 S-Commander 
1 951  
1 0G Champion (wb 1 1 5.0)-1 44,286 bui lt Wght Price Prod 

Custom sdn 4d 2,690 1 ,667 
Custom sdn 2d 2,670 1 ,634 
Custom cpe 5P 2,650 1 ,662 
Custom cpe 3P 2 ,585 1 ,561 
Deluxe sdn 4d 2,7 1 5  1 ,759 
Deluxe sdn 2d 2,690 1 ,7 1 6  
Deluxe cpe 5P 2,675 1 ,744 
Deluxe cpe 3P 2,6 1 0  1 ,643 
Regal  sdn 4d 2,720 1 ,833 
Regal sdn 2d 2,690 1 ,800 
Regal cpe 5P 2,675 1 ,828 
Regal cpe 3P 2,6 1 5 1 ,727 
Regal cony cpe 2,890 2, 1 57 

H Commander (wb 1 1 5,0;  LC-1 1 9.0)-1 24,280 built 

Regal sdn 4d 3,065 2,032 
Regal sdn 2d 3,045 1 ,997 
Regal cpe 5P 3,030 2,026 
State sdn 4d 3,070 2 , 1 43 
State sdn 2d 3,045 2, 1 08 
State cpe 5P 3,030 2, 1 37 
State cony cpe 3,240 2,381 
land Cruiser sdn 4d 3, 1 65 2,289 

Studebaker 

1 951 Engi nes 
- - --

l6, 1 69 .6 
V8, 232 ,6  

1 952 

bore x stroke bhp 

3.00 ,., -4 .00 85 
3,38 >.. 3,25 1 20 

1 2G Champion (wb 1 1 5.0)- 1 0 1 ,390 bu i lt 

Custom sdn 4d 
Custom sdn 2d 
Custom cpe 5P 
Deluxe sdn 4d 
Deluxe sdn 2d 
Deluxe cpe 5P 
Regal sdn 4d 
Regal sdn 2d 
Regal cpe 5P 
Regal Starl iner htp cpe 
Regal cony cpe 

-- - --

availabi l ity 
------

S-Champlon 
S-Commander 

Wght Price 

2,695 1 ,769 
2,655 1 ,735 
2 ,660 1 ,763 
2,720 1 ,862 
2,685 1 ,828 
2,675 1 ,856 
2,725 1 ,946 
2,690 1 ,9 1 3  
2,695 1 ,94 1 
2 ,860 2,220 
2,870 2,273 

3H Commander (wb 1 1 5.0 ;  LC-1 1 9.0)-84,849 bui lt 

Regal sdn 4d 3 ,085 2, 1 2 1 
Regal sdn 2d 3,040 2,086 
Regal cpe 5P 3,030 2, 1 1 5 
State sdn 4d 3,075 2,208 
State sdn 2d 3,055 2, 1 72 
State cpe 5P 3,025 2,202 
State Starl iner htp cpe 3,220 2,488 
State cony cpe 3,230 2 ,548 
land Cruiser sdn 4d 3, 1 55 2,365 

1 952 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi lity 

l6, 1 69,6 3 .00 x 4 .00 85 S-Champion 
V8, 232 .6  3 .38 x 3.25 1 20 S-Commander 
1 953 
1 4G Champion (wb 1 1 6.5 ;  cpes-1 20.5)-
93,807 bui lt Wght Price 

Custom sdn 4d 2 ,7 1 0  1 ,767 
Custom sdn 2d 2,690 1 ,735 
Deluxe sdn 4d 2 ,735 1 ,863 
Deluxe sdn 2d 2,700 1 ,831 
Deluxe Starlight cpe 2,695 1 ,868 
Regal sdn 4d 2,745 1 , 949 
Regal sdn 2d 2,7 1 5 1 ,9 1 7 
Regal Starl ight cpe 2,700 1 , 955 
Regal Starl iner htp cpe 2,760 2, 1 1 6 

4H Commander (wb 1 1 6.5 ;  LC/cpes-1 20.5)-76,092 bui lt 

Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,075 2 , 1 2 1  
Deluxe Deluxe sdn 2d 3,055 2,089 
Deluxe Starl ight cpe 3,040 2, 1 27 
Regal sdn 4d 3,095 2,208 
Regal Starl ight cpe 3,040 2,21 3 
Regal Starl iner htp cpe 3 , 1 20 2,374 
land Cru iser sdn 4d 3, 1 80 2,3 1 6  

1 953 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

l6, 1 69.6 3 .00 x 4,00 85 S-Champion 
V8, 232 ,6 3.38 x 3.25 1 20 S-Commander 
1 954 
1 5G Champion Six (wb 1 1 6.5 ;  cpes-1 20.5)-51 ,43 1 bui lt  

Wght Price 

Custom sdn 4d 2,735 1 ,80 1 
Custom sdn 2d 2,705 1 ,758 
Deluxe sdn 4d 2,765 1 ,9 1 8  
Deluxe sdn 2d 2,730 1 ,875 
Deluxe Starl ight cpe 2, 740 1 ,972 
Deluxe Conestoga wgn 2d 2,930 2, 1 87 
Regal sdn 4d 2,780 2,026 
Regal sdn 2d 2 ,745 1 ,983 
Regal Starl ight cpe 2,750 2 ,080 

Prod 

Prod 

Prod 
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Studebaker 
Wght Price 

Regal Starl iner htp cpe 2,825 2,241 
Regal Conestoga wgn 2d 2 ,950 2 ,295 

5H Commander (wb 1 1 6.5 ;  LC/cpes-1 20.5)-30,499 built 

Deluxe sdn 4d 3, 1 05 2, 1 79 
Deluxe sdn 2d 3,075 2, 1 36 
Deluxe Starlight cpe 3,085 2 ,233 
Deluxe Conestoga wgn 2d 3,265 2,448 
Regal sdn 4d 3 , 1 20 2,287 
Regal Starl ight cpe 3,095 2,34 1 
Regal Starl i ner htp cpe 3, 1 75 2,502 
Regal Conestoga wgn 2d 3,265 2,556 
land Cruiser sdn 4d 3, 1 80 2 ,438 

1 954 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

l6, 1 69.6 3.00 x 4.00 85 S-Champion 
V8, 232 .6 3 .38 x 3 .25 1 20 S-Commander 
1 955 
1 6G Champion (wb 1 1 6.5 ;  cpes-1 20.5)-
50,368 built Wght 

Custom sdn 4d 2,790 
Custom sdn 2d 2,740 
Deluxe sdn 4d 2,805 
Deluxe sdn 2d 2 ,780 
Deluxe cpe 2,790 
Deluxe wgn 2d 2,980 
Regal sdn 4d 2,8 1 5  
Regal cpe 2 ,795 
Regal htp cpe 2,865 
Regal wgn 2d 2,985 

6G Commander (wb 1 1 6.5;  cpes-1 20.5)-58,792 built 

Price 

1 ,783 
1 ,74 1 
1 ,885 
1 ,84 1 
1 ,875 
2, 1 41 
1 ,993 
1 ,975 
2, 1 25 
2 ,31 2 

Custom sdn 4d 3,065 1 ,9 1 9  
Custom sdn 2d 3 , 1 05 1 ,873 
Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,075 2 ,0 1 4  
Deluxe sdn 2d 3,045 1 ,969 
Deluxe cpe 3,065 1 ,989 
Deluxe wgn 2d 3,265 2, 274 
Regal sdn 4d 3,080 2, 1 27 
Regal cpe 3,065 2,094 
Regal htp cpe 3 , 1 50 2 ,282 
Regal Conestoga wgn 2d 3,274 2 ,445 

6H President (wb 1 20.5) 

Prod 

Prod 

Deluxe sdn 4d 
State sdn 4d 
State cpe 

3 , 1 65 
3,220 
3,21 0 
3 , 1 75 
3,301 

2,38 1 22 451 
2 '3�1 

2 ,270 ' 
State htp cpe 
Speedster htp cpe 

2 ,456 
3,253 2 ,2 1 5 

1 955 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

l6, 1 85.6 
V8, 224.3  
V8, 259 .2 
V8, 259.2 
1 956 

3.00x 4.38 
3.56x 2 .8 1  
3 .56 x 3.25 
3.56 x3 .25 

1 0 1  
1 ,, 0 
1 75 
1 85 

S-Champion 
S-Commander 
S-President, Commander 
S-President Speedster 

56G Six (wb 1 1 6.5 ;  Hawk-1 20.5)-
28,918* built Wght Price Prod 

Champion sdn 4d 2,835 1 ,996 
Champion sdn 2d 2,800 1 ,946 
Champion sedanet 2,780 1 ,844 
Pelham wgn 2d 3,000 2 ,232 
Flight Hawk cpe 2,780 1 ,986 

56B V8, 259 (wb 1 1 6.5;  Hawk-1 20.5)-30,654* built 
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Commander sdn 4d 
Commander sdn 2d 
Commander sedanet 
Parkview wgn 2d 
Power Hawk cpe 

3 , 1 40 
3, 1 1 0 
3,085 
3,300 
3,095 

2 , 1 25 
2 ,076 
1 ,974 
2 ,354 
2 , 1 01 

56H V8, 289 (wb 1 1 6.5 ;  Classic/Hawk-1 20.5) 

President sdn 4d 3,2 1 0 
President sdn 2d 3, 1 80 
President Classic sdn 4d 3,295 
Pinehurst wgn 2d 3,395 
Sky Hawk htp cpe 3,2 1 5 

2 ,2 t-3 
2 , 1 88 1 8 209 2,489 ' 
2 ,529 
2,477 3,61 0 

56J V8, 352 (wb 1 20.5) 

Golden Hawk htp cpe 3,360 3,061 4,071 
' Includes 1 1 ,484 Flight Hawks and Power Hawks. 
1 956 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

l6, 1 85.6 3.00 x 4.38 1 01 S-Champion,  Fl ight H awk, 

V8, 259.2 3 .56 x 3.25 

V8, 259 .2 3 .56 x 3.25 

V8, 289 .0 3 .56 x 3.63 
V8, 289 .0  3.56 x 3.63 

V8, 289.0 3 .56 x 3.63 

V8 , 352.0 4 .00 x 3.50 
1 957* 

1 70 

1 85 

1 95 
2 1 0  

225 

275 

Pelham 
S-Commander, Power Hawk, 
Parkview 
O-Champ, Comm,  Powerl 
Flight Hawk, Wgns 
S-President, Pinehurst 
S-President Classic, Sky 
Hawk 
O-President, Pinehurst, 
Sky H awk 
S-Golden Hawk 

57G Six (wb 1 1 6.5 ;  Hawk-1 20.5) Wght Price Prod 

Scotsman sdn 4d 2 ,725 1 ,826 
Scotsman club sdn 2,680 1 ,776 
Scotsman wgn 2d 2 ,875 1 ,995 
Champion Custom sdn 4d 2 ,785 2 ,049 
Champion Custom club sdn 2 ,755 2,001 
Champion Deluxe sdn 4d 2,8 1 0  2 , 1 7 1  
Champion Deluxe club sdn 2 ,780 2 , 1 23 
Pelham wgn 2d 3,0 1 5 2 ,382 
Si lver Hawk cpe 2,790 2 , 1 42 

57B V8, 259 (wb 1 1 6.5) 

Commander Custom sdn 4d 3, 1 05 
Commander Custom club sdn 3 ,075 
Commander Deluxe sdn 4d 3 , 1 40 
Commander Deluxe club sdn 3 , 1 00 
Provincial wgn 4d 3 ,355 
Parkview wgn 2d 3,3 1 0 

2 , 1 73 
2, 1 24 
2 ,295 
2 ,246 
2 ,561 
2 ,505 

57H V8, 289 (wb 1 1 6.5;  Classic/Hawks-1 20 .5) 

President Classic sdn 4d 3,270 
President sdn 4d 3,205 
President club sdn 3, 1 70 
8roadmoor wgn 4d 3,4 1 5  
Si lver Hawk cpe 3, 1 85 
Golden H awk htp cpe 3, 1 85 

2 ,539 
2 ,407 
2 ,358 
2 ,666 
2,263 
3 , 1 82 4 ,356 

'Total 1 957 production : 74,738. 
"Si lver H awk only: 1 5,31 8 .  
1 957 Engines bore x stroke 

l6, 1 85 .6 3.00 x 4.38 

V8, 259.2 3 .56 x 3.25 

V8, 259.2 3 .56 x 3.25 

V8, 289 .0 3 .56 x 3.63 

V8, 289 .0 3 .56 x 3.63 

V8, 289.0 3.56 x 3.63 

1 958 
58G Six (wb 1 1 6.5;  Hawk-1 20.5) 

Silver Hawk cpe 

bhp 

1 0 1  

1 80 

1 95 

2 1 0  

225 

275 

avai labi I ity 

S-Scotsman, Champ, Silver 
Hawk, Pelham 
S-Commander & 578 
Wagons 
O-Commander & 578 
Wagons 
S-President, Silver H awk, 
57H Wagons 
S-President Classic; O-Silver 
Hawk, 57H Wgn 
S-Golden H awk 

Wght Price 

2 ,8 1 0  2 ,291 
Prod 



Scotsman sdn 4d 
Scotsman sdn 2d 
Scotsman wgn 2d 
Champion sdn 4d 
Champion sdn 2d 

Wght 

2,740 
2,695 
2,870 
2,835 
2,795 

Price Prod 

� :��4�0'870 
2,055 
2 ,253 1 0 325 2, 1 89 ' 

5S8 VS, 259 (wb 1 1 6.5)-1 2,249 bui lt 

Commander sdn 4d 3 , 1 85 
Commander Starlight htp cpe 3,270 
Provincial wgn 4d 3,420 

2 ,378 
2 ,493 
2,664 

5SH VS, 2S9 (wb 1 20.5;  Starl ight htp- 1 1 6.5) 

President sdn 4d 
President Starlight htp cpe 
Silver Hawk cpe 
Golden Hawk htp cpe 

'Total Si lver Hawk: 7,350. 

3,365 
3,355 
3 ,2 1 0  
3,470 

2,6391 1 0  442 2 ,69� , 
2 ,352 
3,282 878 

1 955 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

l6, 1 85.6 

V8, 259.2 
V8, 289.0 
V8, 289.0 
V8, 289.0 
1 959 

3 .00 x 4.38 

3.56 x 3.25 
3 .56 x 3.63 
3 .56 x 3.63 
3 .56 x 3.63 

1 0 1 

1 80 
2 1 0  
225 
275 

S-Scotsman, Champion , 
Si lver Hawk 
S-Commander, Provincial 
O-Si lver Hawk 
S-President;  O-Si lver Hawk 
S-Golden Hawk 

59S Lark VI (wb 1 0S.5;  Regal wgn- 1 1 3 .0)-
9S,744 bui l t  Wght Price 

Deluxe sdn 4d 2,605 1 ,995 
Deluxe sdn 2d 2 ,577 1 ,925 
Deluxe wgn 2d 2,805 2,295 
Regal sdn 4d 2 ,600 2, 1 75 
Regal htp cpe 2 ,71 0 2 ,275 
Regal wgn 2d 2 ,81 5 2,455 

59V Lark VII I  (wb 1 0S.5;  wgn-1 1 3.0)-32,334 bui l t  

Regal  sdn 4d 
Regal htp cpe 
Regal wgn 2d 

59S/59V Si lver Hawk (wb 1 20.5) 

cpe, l6 
cpe, V8 

1 959 Engi nes bore x stroke 

2,924 2,3 1 0  
3,034 2 ,41 1 
3, 1 48 2 ,590 

2,795 2,360 
3 , 1 40 2,495 

bhp ava i labi l ity 

Prod 

2,4 1 7 
5,371 

l6, 1 69.6 
V8, 259.2 
V8, 259.2 

3 .00 x 4.00 
3.56 x 3.25 
3 .56 x 3.25 

90 
1 80 
1 95 

S-lark V I ,  Silver H awk 6 
S-lark V I I I ,  Silver Hawk 8 
O-lark V I I I ,  Silver Hawk 8 

1 960 
60S Lark VI (wb 1 0S.5;  wgns-1 1 3.0)-
70, 1 53 bui lt Wght Price 

Deluxe sdn 4d 2 ,592 2,046 
Deluxe sdn 2d 2 ,588 1 ,976 
Deluxe wgn 4d 2,792 2,441 
Deluxe wgn 2d 2 ,763 2,366 
Regal sdn 4d 2 ,61 9 2 , 1 96 
Regal htp cpe 2,697 2,296 
Regal conv cpe 2,961 2 ,621 
Regal wgn 4d 2 ,836 2,591 

60V Lark VII I  (wb 1 0S.5;  wgns-1 1 3.0)-57,562 bui lt  

Deluxe sdn 4d 
Deluxe sdn 2d 
Deluxe wgn 4d 
Deluxe wgn 2d 
Regal sdn 4d 
Regal htp cpe 
Regal conv cpe 
Regal  wgn 4d 

2,94 1 
2,921 
3 , 1 6 1  
3, 1 38 
2 ,966 
3,033 
3,3 1 5 
3, 1 83 

2 , 1 8 1  
2 , 1 1 1  
2 ,576 
2,501 
2 ,331 
2,431 
2 ,756 
2,726 

Prod 

Studebaker 
.. 

60V Hawk (wb 1 20.5) Wght Price 

cpe 3,207 2,650 
1 960 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

l6, 1 69.6 3 .00 x 4.00 90 S-lark VI 
V8, 259.2 3 .56 x 3 .25 1 80 S-lark V I I I  
V8, 259 .2  3 .56 x 3.25 1 95 O-lark V I I I  
V8, 289.0 3 .56 x 3.63 2 1 0  S-Hawk 
V8, 289 .0  3 .56 x 3.63 225 O-Hawk 

1 961 
61 S Lark VI ( w b  1 0S.5; wgns-1 1 3.0)-
41 ,035 bui lt Wght Price 

Deluxe sdn 4d 2 ,665 1 ,935 
Deluxe sdn 2d 2,661 2 ,005 
Deluxe wgn 4d 2,865 2,370 
Deluxe wgn 2d 2,836 2,290 
Regal sdn 4d 2 ,692 2, 1 55 
Regal htp cpe 2, 770 2,243 
Regal conv cpe 3,034 2,554 
Regal wgn 4d 2 ,836 2 ,520 

61 V Lark VII I  (wb 1 0S.5;  Crsr/wgns- 1 1 3.0)-25,934 bui lt 

Deluxe sdn 4d 2,94 1  2 , 1 40 
Deluxe sdn 2d 2,921 2,070 
Deluxe wgn 4d 3, 1 83 2 ,505 
Deluxe wgn 2d 3, 1 1 2 2 ,425 
Regal sdn 4d 2 ,956 2,290 
Regal htp cpe 3 ,074 2,378 
Regal conv cpe 3,3 1 5  2 ,689 
Regal wgn 4d 3, 1 83 2 ,655 
Cruiser sdn 4d 3,00 1 2,458 

6 1 V  Hawk (wb 1 20.5) 

cpe 3,205 2,650 
1 961 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

l6, 1 69 .6 3.00 x 4.00 1 1 2 S-lark V I  
V8, 259.2 3 .56 x 3.25 1 80 S-lark V I I I  
V8, 259.2 3 .56 x 3.25 1 95 O-lark V I I I  
V8, 289 .0  3 .56 x 3.63 2 1 0  S-Hawk 
V8, 289.0 3 .56 x 3.63 225 O-Hawk 

1 962 
62S Lark Six (wb 1 1 3.0;  2d-1 09.0)-
54,397 bui l t  Wght Price 

Deluxe sdn 4d 2 ,760 2,040 
Deluxe sdn 2d 2,655 1 ,935 
Deluxe wgn 4d 2,845 2,405 
Regal sdn 4d 2 ,770 2, 1 90 
Regal wgn 4d 2 ,875 2 ,555 
Regal htp cpe 2,765 2,2 1 8  
Regal conv cpe 3,075 2 ,589 
Daytona htp cpe 2,765 2 ,308 
Daytona conv cpe 3,075 2,679 

62V Lark Eight (wb 1 1 3 .0; 2d-1 09.0)- 38,607 bui lt  

Deluxe sdn 4d 3 ,01 5 2 , 1 75 
Deluxe sdn 2d 2 ,925 2,070 
Deluxe wgn 4d 3 , 1 1 5  2 ,540 
Regal sdn 4d 3 ,025 . 2 ,325 
Regal wgn 4d 3, 1 45 2 ,690 
Regal htp cpe 3,0 1 5  2 ,353 
Regal conv cpe 3,305 2,724 
Daytona htp cpe 3,0 1 5 2,443 
Daytona conv cpe 3,305 2,8 1 4  
Cruiser sdn 4d 3,030 2,493 

62V Gran Turismo Hawk (wb 1 20.5) 

htp cpe 3,230 3 ,095 

Prod 

3,939 

Prod 

3,340 

Prod 

8 ,388 
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Studebaker 
-- -

1 962 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity Wght Price Prod 
---

L6, 1 69 6 3 00 , 4 00 1 1 2  S-Lark Six Commander sdn 4d 3,045 2,303 -

V8, 259 2 3 56 , 3 25 1 80 S-Lark E ight Commander sdn 2d 2,945 2 , 1 98 -

V8, 259 2 3 56 , 3 25 1 95 O-Lark E ight Commander Special sdn 2d 2 ,975 2,328 -

V8, 289 0 3 56 , 3.63 2 1 0  S-GT Hawk ; O-Lark Cruiser Daytona sdn 4d 3 ,055 2 ,453 -

V8, 289 0 3 .56 , 3.63 225 O-GT Hawk, Lark Cru iser Daytona htp cpe 3,060 2,451 -
-. -- Daytona conv cpe 3,320 2,805 -

1 963 Daytona wgn 4d 3 ,555 2,843 -
- -- �� 

63S Lark Six (wb 1 1 3.0 ;  2d-1 09.0)- Cruiser sdn 4d 3 , 1 20 2 ,603 -
-

74,201 bui lt ( includes 63V) Wght Price Prod 64V Gran Turismo Hawk (wb 1 20.5) 
-- - --

Standard sdn 4d 2 ,775 2 ,040 - htp cpe 3, 1 20 2 ,966 1 ,767 
Standard sdn 2d 2 ,650 1 ,935 -

64R Avanti (wb 1 09.0) Standard wgn 4d 3,285 2,430 -

Regal sdn 4d 2,790 2, 1 60 - spt cpe 3, 1 95 4 ,445 809 
Regal sdn 2d 2,665 2,055 - 1 964 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 
Regal wgn 4d 3,200 2 ,550 -

Custom sdn 4d 2 ,800 2 ,285 - L6, 1 69.6 3 .00 x 4.00 1 1 2 S-Challenger/Commanderl 
Custom sdn 2d 2 ,680 2, 1 80 - Daytona 6 
Daytona wgn 4d 3,245 2 ,700 - V8, 259 .2  3 .56 x 3 .25 1 80 S-Challenger/Commanderl 
Daytona htp cpe 2,795 2,308 - Daytona 8 
Daytona conv cpe 3,045 2 ,679 - V8, 259.2 3 .56 x 3 .25 1 95 O-Challenger/Commanderl 

�� Daytona 8 
63V Lark Eight (wb 1 1 3 .0 ;  2d-1 09.0) V8, 289.0 3 .56 x 3.63 2 1 0  S-Hawk, Cruiser; 0-otherV8 

---

Standard sdn 4d 2 ,985 2 , 1 75 - V8, 289.0 3 .56 x 3.63 225 O-all V8 exc Avanti 
Standard sdn 2d 2 ,91 0 2,070 - V8, 289.0 3 .56 x 3.63 240 S-Avanti ;  O-other V8 ( R 1 ) 
Standard wgn 4d 3,435 2,565 - V8, 289.0 3 .56 x 3.63 290 O-all (R2) 
Regal sdn 4d 3 ,000 2 ,295 - V8, 304 .5  3 .65 x 3 .63 335 O-all ( R3) 
Regal sdn 2d 2,925 2 , 1 90 - V8, 304 .5  3.65 x 3 .63 280 O-Avanti (R4) 
Regal wgn 4d 3 ,450 2 ,685 -

1 965-1 9,435 bui lt Custom sdn 4d 3 ,01 0 2 ,420 -

Custom sdn 2d 2 ,940 2 ,3 1 5  - C-1 Six (wb 1 1 3.0; 2d-1 09.0) Wght Price Prod 
Daytona wgn 4d 3,490 2 ,835 -

Commander sdn 4d Daytona htp cpe 3,035 2 ,443 2,8 1 5 2 ,230 -
-

Daytona conv cpe 3,265 2,8 1 4  Commander sdn 2d 2 ,695 2 , 1 25 -
-

Cruiser sdn 4d 3,065 2 ,595 Commander wgn 4d 3 ,265 2 ,620 -
-

Cruiser sdn 4d 2,820 2 ,470 -
63V Gran Turismo Hawk (wb 1 20.5) C-5 Eight (wb 1 1 3.0 ;  2d-1 09.0) --

htp cpe 3,280 3,095 4,634 Commander sdn 4d 2 ,995 2 ,370 - -
63R Avanti (wb 1 09.0) Commander sdn 2d 2,895 2,265 -

---

spt cpe 3, 1 40 4,445 3,834 Commander wgn 4d 3,465 2 ,760 -

---- Daytona Sport sdn 2d 2 ,970 2 ,565 -

1 963 Engi nes bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity Daytona wgn 4d 3 ,505 2 ,890 -

L6, 1 69 .6 3 .00 x 4 .00 1 1 2 S-Lark 6 Cruiser sdn 4d 3,070 2 ,61 0 -

V8, 259 .2 3 .56 x 3.25 1 80 S-Lark V8 1 965 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi lity 
V8, 259.2 3 .56 x 3.25 1 95 O-Lark V8 
V8, 289 .0 3.56 x 3 .63 2 1 0  S-Hawk, Cruiser; O-Lark V8 L6, 1 94 .0 3 .56 x 3.25 1 20 S-Commander 6, Cruiser 6 
V8, 289 .0 3 .56x 3.63 225 O-Hawk, Lark V8, Cru iser V8, 283.0 3 .88 x 3.00 1 95 S-Commander/Cruiser V8, 
V8, 289 .0 3.56 x 3.63 240 S-Avanti; O-Hawk, Lark V8 Daytona 

( R 1 ) 1 966-8,947 bui l t  V8, 289.0 3 .56 x 3.63 290 O-Avanti ,  Hawk, Lark V8 
(R2) Six (wb 1 1 3 .0;  2d-1 09.0) Wght Price Prod 

Commander sdn 4d 2,8 1 5  2, 1 65 -

1 964 Commander sdn 2d 2 ,695 2 ,060 -

- Wagonaire wgn 2d 3 ,246 2 ,555 -

64S Six (wb 1 1 3.0;  2d-1 09.0)- Daytona sdn 2d 2 ,755 2 ,405 -
44, 1 84 bui l t  ( includes 64V) Wght Price Prod Cruiser sdn 4d 2,8 1 5  2,405 --

-

Chal lenger sdn 4d 2 ,780 2,048 -
Eight (wb 1 1 3.0 ;  2d-1 09.0) 

Chal lenger sdn 2d 2 ,660 1 ,943 -
Chal lenger wgn 4d 3,230 2,438 - Commander sdn 4d 2 ,991  2 ,305 -

Commander sdn 4d 2,8 1 5  2 , 1 68 - Commander sdn 2d 2,891 2 ,200 -

Commander sdn 2d 2,695 2,063 - Wagonaire wgn 2d 3 ,50 1  2 ,695 -

Commander Special sdn 2d 2 ,725 2 , 1 93 - Daytona sdn 2d 3,006 2 ,500 -

Commander wgn 4d 3 ,265 2 ,558 - Cruiser sdn 4d 3 ,066 2 ,545 -

Daytona sdn 4d 2,790 2 ,3 1 8  - 1 966 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 
Daytona conv cpe 3,040 2 ,670 - L6, 1 94.0 Daytona wgn 4d 3,240 2 ,708 3 .56 x 3.25 1 20 S-Commander/Cruiserl -

�- Daytona 6 
64V Eight (wb 1 1 3.0;  2d-1 09.0) V8, 283.0 3.88 x 3 .00 1 95 S-Commander/Cruiserl 

--- Daytona V8 Chal lenger sdn 4d 3 ,0 1 0  2 , 1 83 -

Chal lenger sdn 2d 2 ,91 0 2 ,078 - Postwar Studebaker production includes cars manufactured i n  South Bend 
Chal lenger wgn 4d 3,480 2 ,573 - and Hami lton ,  Ontario for U .S . ,  Canadian, and export sale. 
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Willys Wil lys -Overland Motors ( K a iser-Wil lys Sales Division 1954-55) ,  
Toledo, Ohio 

I n the years before Wor ld  War I ,  Wi l lys-Over l an d  
ran ked second o n l y  t o  Ford i n  an n u al prod uct i o n .  

T h e  company fo u nded b y  J o h n  North W i l lys occu p i ed 
s i xth p l ace i n  the ear ly ' 20s,  rose to th i rd i n  1 928 w i th  
he lp  from i ts low-pr i ced Wh i ppet model , then lost 
g ro u n d  i n  the Depress ion . From 1 933 th ro u g h  1 937, 
W i l l ys-Overl and w as i n  receiversh i p  and bu i l t o n l y  one 
model , the fou r-cyl i n der  "77 . " S lowly ,  sales recovered . 
Joseph W.  Frazer too k over as pres i dent and general  
m an ager in Jan u ary 1 939 , br i n g i n g  a long several  pro­
d uct ion an d m ar ket i n g  men from C h rys ler ,  where he 'd  
worked s i nce 1 924 . The  f i rst ev i dence of  Frazer 's  pres­
ence w as seen on 1 940 emblems ,  where he e l i m i n ated 
the n ame Over l and i n  favor of j u st Wi l lys .  

The n ew l i ne ,  desi g n ated Ser ies 440 (fo u r  cyl i n ders ,  
1 940) was powered by the f i rm 's  6 1 -bhp l-head fou r ,  
w h i ch d i sp l aced 1 34 .2  cub ic  i n ches a n d  de l i vered 25 
m i l es per g al ion . I t  rem a ined the stand ard W i l lys 
powerp l an t  th ro u g h  the decade, though horsepower i n ­
c reased (to 63) i n  1 94 1 . I n  1 949 i t  was converted by eng i ­
neer B arney Roos to F-head,  overhead-valve conf i g u ra­
t ion . The c h assi s w as a conven t ional l ad der des i g n  
w i t h  a n  X-braced center  a n d  a 1 02- i nch  whee l b ase . 
There were f ive body sty les i n  two ser ies .  C alendar  and 
mode l  year product ion ,  wh ich  h ad d i pped to 1 6,000 i n  

1 938 , was u p  to 2 1 , 4 1 8  for 1 940 . 
For the ' 4 1  Ser ies 441 , Frazer and h i s  team m ade fur­

ther i mprovements .  The new l i ne was n amed Amer icar ,  
prov i d i n g  patr io t ic  appea l ,  and got more horsepower 
and a longer  wheel base.  I t  came in th ree ser ies :  the 
Speedw ay cou pe and sed an ; the Deluxe cou pe, sed an , 
an d wagon ; and the top- l i ne P la i nsm an coupe an d 
sed an .  Sty l i n g  w as Ford- l i ke w i th  fai red - i n  head l am ps 
on the front  fenders ,  an d a sharp ly  po i n ted nose over a 
sma l l  vert i cal -bar g r i l l e .  

Prod uct ion fo r 1 942 was cut  short ear l i e r  than for 
most autom akers s i nce W i l lys h ad beg u n  bu i l d i n g  
Jeeps for the Army. The '42 Americars were the same as 
the ' 4 1  s-th ree models  and seven body sty les .  Pr i ces 
rose s l i g ht ly ,  ran g i n g from $695 to $978. The o r ig i n al 
J eep w as con ceived m ai n l y  by Amer ican B antam . but  
W i l l ys-Over l and prod uced a s i m i l ar des i g n  in  v ast 
q u ant i t ies th ro u g h  1 945 .  

D u r i n g  the war ,  Frazer  left to take over G rah am ­
Pa ige ,  wh i l e  C h a i rman Ward C an ad ay p l an ned postwar 
act iv i t i es around  Jeep- l i ke veh i c les .  

A t ruck-type al l -steel stat ion  wagon u s i n g  the l-head 
fou r  and the 1 04- inch  wheel base w as an nou nced for 
1 946-47. I t  w as s i g n i f i cant i n  t h at i t  w as the f i rst t rue a l l ­
stee l wagon , thou g h  for pu rposes of  t h e  i nd ustry and 

1 94 1  Ser ies 440 De Luxe station wagon 1 948 Jeepster phaeton convert ib le  

1 943 Army Jeep 1 950 Jeepster phaeton convertible 
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Willys 

th i s  book it was cons i dered more of a t ruck  than a car .  I t  
was Wi l l ys '  mai n c iv i l i an product in those two years, 
pr i ced at $ 1 495 in 1 946 and $ 1 625 in '47 . 

I n  1 948 , Wi l l ys-Overl and cont i n ued the wagon (now 
l i sted at $ 1 645) and added two new veh i c les :  the fou r­
cyl i n der Jeepster " phaeton " pr iced at $1 765 , and the 
s i x-cyl i nder Stat ion Sed an , wh ich went for $1 890. The 
Jeepster was a p l easant l i tt le  tou r i ng  car des ig ned d u r­
i n g  the war by B rooks Steven s ,  who borrowed i ts  l i nes 
from the Jeep .  It had a b ig  open compartment beh i n d  

1 952 Aero-Eagle hardtop coupe 

1 953 Aero-Ace two-door sedan 

1 954 Aero-Ace four-door sedan 
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the cowl an d a mechan i cal ly  operated soft top.  The s ix­
cy l i nder Stat ion  Sed an was a l ux u ry vers ion of the fo u r­
cyl i nder wagon , w i th  a l arger body an d w i der  seats.  
Together with the Jeepster ,  i t  hel ped keep Wi l l ys-Over­
l and al ive . 

For 1 949 , Wi l l ys offered a new 1 04 .5  i nch -wheel base 
w agon pr i ced at $1 895, p l u s  the reg u l ar wagon and two 
Jeepsters i n  i ts fou r-cyl i nder  l i neup .  The second ser i es 
Jeepster appeared i n  J an u ary, powered by the f i rm ' s  
f i rst F-head en g i ne .  The company  cont i n ued to sel l the 
s i x-cy l i nder Stat ion  Sedan and wagon , and debuted a 
s i x-cyl i nder  Jeepster at $1 530. Convers ion to over­
head-valve eng i n es was completed for al l mode ls  by 
1 950 . Over 1 0 ,000 Jeepsters were so ld  for 1 948. I n  1 950, 
however ,  on ly  4066 fou rs and 1 778 s ixes were so l d .  
Some leftovers were reg i stered as 1 95 1 s .  

The 1 952 Aero-Wi l l ys w as a u n i t -body car sty led by 
Ph i l  Wrig ht and en g i neered by C lyde Paton . Return i n g  
Wi l l ys to t h e  passenger-car f ie l d ,  i t  w as a c lean desi g n , 
prov id i ng  good comfort and h and l i n g .  Fou r  separate 
mode ls  were offered . The Aero- Lark used the o lder 1 61 -
c i d ,  75-bhp L-head s ix ; the Wi n g ,  Ace , and Eag l e  h ard­
top used the overhead-valve vers ion . The 1 61 was 
smal l ,  but a good performer ,  prov i d i n g  economy on the 
o rder of 25 m pg .  The b iggest prob lem for these c ars 
w as the i r  l i st p r ices .  The Eag le  h ardtop ,  for example ,  
carr ied a $21 55 pr ice  tag ; a Chevro let Bel  A i r  h ardtop 
cost $ 1 50 less. W i l l ys-Over l an d  dealers were h ard 
pressed-not on ly  to exp l a i n  how b u i l ders of Jeeps 
cou l d  produce a smooth , comfort ab le  fam i ly c ar ,  but 
a lso why they h ad to ch arge so much for i t .  Prod uct ion 
w as good , but not g reat .  For the '52 model year ,  about 
3 1 ,000 Aeros were bu i l t .  About 23 percent were base­
l i ne Larks , wh i le seven percent were Eag le  h ardtops.  

W i l l ys expanded the Aero l i ne for 1 953 and made on ly  
m i n o r  appearan ce c h a n g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  red - p a i n ted 
whee l  cover emblems and a gO ld-p lated "W" in the 
g ri l l e to sym bo l i ze the f i rm 's  50th an n iversary. About 
500 Larks were f i tted with an F-head fou r-cy l i n der 
eng ine .  The Aero-Wi n g  was rep l aced by the Aero-Fal ­
con ,  and a new four-door sed an was developed for the 
Lark ,  Falco n ,  and Ace . Ag ai n ,  the h ardtop Eag le  w as 
pr i ced on the h i g h  s ide .  Wi l l ys-Over land h ad another 
modest ly  good year ,  sel l i n g  about  42 ,000 u n i ts .  

In  1 954, W i l l ys-Over l an d  was pu rch ased by Hen ry 
Kai ser , who com bi ned i t  wi th  h i s  ai l i n g  Kai ser-Frazer 
Corporat ion to form the Toledo-based Kaiser-Wi l lys 
Sales Corporat ion . The K-F p l an t  at W i l low Run w as 
so ld  to General M otors, and Kaiser  p rod uct ion  was 
sh i fted to the o l d  Wi l l ys p l ant .  

At  f i rst , the new '54 Aero appeared to be the same as 
the '53 with l arger  tai l l i g hts an d rev i sed i n ter iors .  B ut i n  
M arch 1 954, t h e  company m ade t h e  226-c id  L-head s i x  
avai l ab le as a n  opt ion  for the Ace an d Eag le .  T o  f u rther  
com p l i cate m atters, there were Ace and Eag le Cus­
toms-the des i g n at ion  merely i n d icat i ng  the p resence 
of  a "cont i nental " spare t i re .  With the Kai ser 226, the 
Aero was rel at ive ly  fast . Thou g h  i ts 85-mph top speed 
w as l i tt l e  h i g her than the W i l l ys-en g i n e  mode ls ,  it was 



1 955 Bermuda hardtop coupe 

g eared for good acce lerat ion : A typ ical 0-60 mph  t i me 
w as 1 4  secon d s .  As an exper i ment ,  a few cars were f i t­
ted wi th  the  1 40-bhp superch arged M an h attan en g i ne ,  
wh ich  en g i neers say g ave p ickup  comparab le  to  t h at o f  
contem porary V8s.  

The 1 954 Aero a lso h an d l ed much  better t h an before .  
A new front  end w as adopted us ing th readed t ru n ions  
adj ustab le  for wear.  The k i n g p i n s  and co i l  spr i n g s  were 
lon ger ,  shocks and A-arms were stronger ,  and the 
steer i n g  i d ler  arm w as len gthened . A cross- mem ber  
con nected l eft and  r i g ht fron t  suspens ion  assemb l i es to 
e l i m i n ate l ateral torque and red uce tow- in  var i at ions .  
The  Aero-Wi l lys was thus  one  o f  the  best combi n at ions  
of r ide  and  hand l i n g  offered by  a domest ic  m an ufac­
tu rer i n  the ' 50s.  The Eag le  h ardtop i n  part i cu l ar w as an 
attract ive car, thou g h  pr ice w as sti l l  a prob lem : the '54 
vers ion  so l d  for c lose to $2600 wi th  Hydra- M at ic .  Sales 
d ropped to aro u nd 1 2 ,000 u n i ts .  

By ear ly 1 955,  Kai ser-Wi l l ys h ad deci ded to abandon 
passen ger  cars,  but  n ot before sel l i n g  some 6500 of the 
'55 models .  No longer ca l led Aeros, the l i ne was d iv ided 

Wi l lys Spec ificat ions 
1 940 
440 (wb 1 02.0)-26,698 bu i lt Wght Price Prod 

Speedway cpe 2 , 1 46 529 
Speedway sdn 4d 2 ,238 596 
Deluxe cpe 2 , 1 90 64 1 
Deluxe sdn 4d 2 ,255 672 
Deluxe wgn 4d 2, 1 24 830 

1 940 Engine bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

l4, 1 34 .2  3. 1 3 x 4 .38 6 1  S-al l 

1 94 1  
441 Americar (wb 1 04.0)" Wght Price Prod 

Speedway cpe 2 , 1 1 6  634 
Speedway sdn 4d 2,230 674 

Willys 

Proposal for 1 955 hardtop wagon ( not produced ) 

i n to the C u stom two- or fou r-door sedans an d the Ber­
m u d a  h ardtop (p l us a h andfu l  of Ace sed ans ) .  Eng i ne  
opt ions  i n c l u ded 1 61 - and  226-c i d  si xes . Pr ices  were 
cut d r ast i ca l l y  in an effo rt to spark sales ,  and the Ber­
m u d a  was advert i sed as the n at ion ' s  l owest-pr i ced 
h ardtop .  Bu t  o n l y  2 21 5  were b u i l t ,  most powered by the 
226 en g i n e .  

Sty l i n g  for ' 55 w as m u ch bus ier  than befo re, and no  
des ig ner  takes c red i t  for i t .  A c l um sy attempt at two­
ton i n g  i nvo lved com p l i cated s ide t r i m ;  the g r i l l e w as no  
l o n g er a s imp le  bar ,  but  a g ar i sh expan se of concave ,  
vert i cal  bars . I n  contrast to th is  g l i tter ,  a neat h ardtop­
w ag on had been p l an ned for '55 and a very s leek  face­
l i ft was sch ed u l ed for 1 956 . Ne i ther  m ater i a l i zed . 

The Aero d i d  g et a new lease on l i fe i n  South Amer­
i ca .  I ts d i es were eventua l l y  s h i pped to the former Kai ­
ser s u bsi d i ary ,  W i l l ys do Bras i l ,  where a c leaned - u p  '55 
model  w i thout the busy s ide mo ld i n g  w as b u i l t w i th  F­
head Wi l l ys power t h ro u g h  1 962 . I n  al l ,  the Aero actu­
a l l y  l asted over 1 0  years-w h i c h  attests to i ts  bas i ca l l y  
g ood deSi g n .  

Wght Price Prod 

Deluxe cpe 2, 1 35 685 
Deluxe sdn 4d 2,265 720 
Deluxe wgn 4d 2 ,483 9 1 6  
Plainsman cpe 2 , 1 75 740 
Plainsman sdn 4d 2 ,305 771  

1 941  Engine bore x stroke bhp ava i labi l ity 

l4, 1 34 .2 3 . 1 3 x 4 .38 63 S-all 

1 942 
442 Americar (wb 1 04.0), Wght Price Prod 

Speedway cpe 2 , 1 42 695 
Speedway sdn 4d 2 ,26 1  745 
Deluxe cpe 2, 1 84 769 
Deluxe sdn 4d 2,295 795 
Deluxe wgn 4d 2 ,5 1 2  978 
Plainsman cpe 2 ,242 8 1 9 
Plainsman sdn 4d 2,353 845 
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1 942 Engi ne 
-

l4 , 1 34 2 
bore x strcke 

- --

3 . 1 3 x 4.38 
- -

bhp avai labi l ity 

63 S-all 
·Total 1 94 1 - 1 942 Amencar production :  28,935. 
-

1 948 
463 Four (wb 1 04.0) Wght Price Prod 

Jeepster phtn conv 2,468 1 ,765 1 0,326 
1 948 Engine bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

L4, 1 34 .3 3 . 1 3 x 4 .38 63 S-all 

1 949 
463 Four (wb 1 04.0)-2,307 built 
( includes VJ-3 Four) Wght Price Prod 

Jeepster phtn conv 2 ,468 1 ,495 
VJ-3 Four (wb 1 04.5) 

Jeepster phtn conv 2 ,468 1 ,495 
VJ-3 Six (wb 1 04.0) 

Jeepster phtn conv 2,392 1 ,530 653 
1 949 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabi l ity 

l4 , 1 34 .3  3 . 1 3 x 4.38 63 S-463 Four 
l4, 1 34 .3 3 . 1 3 x 4.38 72 S-VJ3 Four (F-head) 
l6, 1 48.5 3 .00 x 3 .50 72 S-Six 

1 950 
473 Four (wb 1 04.0)-4,066 bui lt 
( includes VJ-3) Wght Price Prod 

Jeepster phtn conv 2,459 1 ,390 
VJ-3 Four (wb 1 04.0) 

Jeepster phtn conv 2 ,468 1 ,495 
673VJ Six (wb 1 04.0) 

Jeepster phtn conv 2,485 1 ,490 1 ,778 
1 950 Engines bore x stroke bhp availabil ity 

l4 , 1 34 .2 3 . 1 3 x 4 .38 63 S-Four, 1 st series, l-head 
l4, 1 34 .2 3 . 1 3 x 4 .38 72 S-Four, 2nd series, F-head 
l6, 1 48 .5 3 .00 x 3.50 72 S-Six, 1 st series, l-head 
l6, 1 6 1 .0 3 . 1 3 x 4.38 75 S-Six, 2nd series, F-head 

1 951 
473-VJ Four (wb 1 04.0)" Wght Price Prod 

Jeepster phtn conv 2,459 1 ,426 
673-VJ Six (wb 1 04.0)" 

Jeepster phtn conv 2,485 1 ,529 
·Combined with 1 950 totals; i ncludes 1 950 leftovers sold as '5 1  s. 
1 951 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

l4, 1 34 .2 3 . 1 3 x 4.38 72 S-Four 
l6, 1 6 1 .0 3 . 1 3 x 4.38 75 S-Six 

1 952 
652-K Aero-Lark (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

KA2-675 sdn 2d 2,487 1 ,731 7,474 
652-L Aero-Wing (wb 1 08.0) 

LA 1 -685 sdn 2d 2 ,570 1 ,989 1 2 ,8 1 9  
652-M Aero- (wb 1 08.0) 

MA 1 -685 Ace sdn 2d 2 ,584 2,074 8 ,706 
MC1 -685 Eagle htp cpe 2 ,575 2 , 1 55 2,364 
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1 952 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

l6, 1 6 1 .0 3 . 1 3 x 4 .38 75 S-lark 
l6, 1 6 1 .0 3. 1 3 x 4.38 90 SoWing, Ace, Eagle 

1 953 
653-K Aero-Lark (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

KA 1 -675 sdn 2d 2 ,487 1 ,646 8 ,205 
KB1 -675 sdn 4d 2,509 1 ,732 7,692 
653-M Aero- (wb 1 08.0) 

MA 1 -685 Ace sdn 2d 2 ,584 1 ,963 4,988 
MB1 -685 Ace sdn 4d 2 ,735 2,038 7,475 
MC1 -685 Eagle htp cpe 2 ,575 2 , 1 57 7,0 1 8  
653-P Aero-Falcon (wb 1 08.0) 

PA 1 -675 sdn 2d 2 ,507 1 ,760 3 ,054 
PB1 -675 sdn 4d 2 ,529 1 ,861 3 , 1 1 7  
1 953 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

l4, 1 34.2 3 . 1 3 x4 .38 72 S-lark 4 
l6, 1 61 .0 3. 1 3 x 4.38 75 S-lark 6, Falcon 
l6, 1 6 1 .0 3 . 1 3 x 4 .38 90 S-Ace, Eagle 
1 954 
654-K Aero-Lark (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

KA2 sdn 2d, (226) 2,740 59 
KB2 sdn 4d, (226) 2 ,730 282 
KA3-685 sdn 2d 2 ,623 1 ,737 1 ,370 
KA3-685 Custom sdn 2d 2,678 1 ,798 1 , 1 32 
KB3-685 sdn 4d 2,661 1 ,823 1 ,482 
KB3-685 Custom sdn 4d 2,722 1 ,878 548 
654-M Aero- (wb 1 08.0) 

MA1 Ace Deluxe sdn 2d (226) 2,751 1 , 1 95 
MA1 Ace Deluxe Custom sdn 2d (226) 2,806 7 
MB1 Ace Deluxe sdn 4d (226) 2 ,778 1 ,498 
MB1  Ace Deluxe Custom sdn 4d (226) 2,833 9 
MA2-685 Ace sdn 2d 2,682 1 ,892 2 
MA2-685 Ace Custom sdn 2d 2 ,737 1 ,947 586 
MB2-685 Ace sdn 4d 2,709 1 ,968 1 ,380 
MB2-685 Ace Custom sdn 4d 2,764 2,023 6 1 1 
MC1  Eagle htp cpe (226) 2 ,847 660 
MC1 Eagle Custom htp cpe (226) 2 ,904 1 1  
MC2 Eagle Special htp cpe (226) 302 
MC3-685 Eagle Deluxe htp cpe 2 ,222 84 
MC3-685 Eagle Deluxe Custom htp cpe 2 ,4 1 1 499 
1 954 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi l ity 

l4, 1 34.2 3 . 1 3 x 4 .38 72 S-lark 4 
l6, 1 6 1 .0  3 . 1 3 x 4.38 90 S-lark 6, Ace, Eagle 
l6, 226.2 3.31 x 4.38 1 1 5  O-lark 6, Ace, Eagle 
1 955 
522/6 Ace (wb 1 08.0) Wght Price Prod 

52367 sdn 4d (226) 659 
523/4 Custom (wb 1 08.0) 

52367 sdn 4d (226) 2,778 1 ,795 2,822 
52462 sdn 2d ( 1 61 )  2 
52467 sdn 2d (226) 2 ,751 1 ,725 288 
525 Bermuda (wb 1 08.0) 

52527 htp cpe ( 1 6 1 )  59 
52567 htp cpe (226) 2 ,83 1  1 ,997 2 , 1 56 
1 955 Engines bore x stroke bhp avai labi I ity 

l6, 1 6 1 .0 3 . 1 3 x 4.38 90 S-Custom, Bermuda 
l6, 226.2 3 .31  x 4.38 1 1 5 S-Ace ; O-Custom, Bermuda 
Wil lys production does not i nclude steel-bodied station wagons manufac-
tured from 1 946 through 1 96 1 , or Wagoneers (wagons) manufactured from 
1 960 onward. Aero production does not include export or taxi models. 



Model Year Production 1 940- 1 970 
( 'calculated or estimated) 
( 1 ,000 or more u nits) 

1 940 1 946 1 5 . Cadi l lac 52, 706 

1 . Chevrolet 
1 . Ford 468 ,022 

1 6 . Mercury 50,268 

764 , 6 1 6 
2. Chevrolet 398 ,028 

1 7 . Frazer 48,07 1 

2 .  Ford 54 1 ,896 1 8 . Crosley 

3 .  Plymouth 423, 1 55 
3 .  Plymouth 264, 660' 

29,094 

4 .  Dodge 1 63,490' 
1 9 . Li ncoln  7 , 769 

4 .  Buick 278 , 784 
5 .  Pontiac 2 1 7 , 0 0 1  

5 .  Buick 1 53 , 627 
6 .  Pontiac 1 3 7 , 640 1 949 

6 .  Dodge 1 9 5 , 505 
7 .  Oldsmobi le 1 85 , 1 54 

7 .  Oldsmobi le 1 1 7 , 623 1 . Ford 1 , 1 1 8 , 308 

8. Studebaker 1 07 , 1 85 
8 .  Nash 94,000' 2.  Chevrolet 1 , 0 1 0 ,0 1 3  

9 .  Packard 98 ,020 
9.  H udson 9 1 ,039 3. Plymouth 520,385 

1 0 . C h rysler 92,4 1 9  
1 0 . Mercu ry 86,608 ( +  '49 Second Series) 

1 1 .  Hudson 8 7 , 9 1 5  
1 1  . Chrysler 83,8 1 0- 4.  Buick 324 , 276 

1 2 . Mercu ry 8 1 , 1 28' 
1 2 . DeSoto 66, 900' 5. Pontiac 304 ,8 1 9  

1 3 .  DeSoto 6 5 , 467 
1 3 . Packard 30,793 6. Mercu ry 30 1 , 3 1 9  

1 4 . Nash 62, 1 3 1 
1 4 . Cad i l lac 29,2 1 4  7 .  Oldsmobi le 288 ,3 1 0  

1 5 . LaSal le 24 , 1 30 
1 5 . Studebaker 1 9 ,275 8 .  Dodge 256 .857 

1 6 . Lincoln 2 1 , 765 
1 6 . Lincoln 1 6 ,645 ( + '49 Second Series) 

1 7 . Wil lys 2 1 ,4 1 8' 
1 7 . Crosley 4 , 999 9 .  Hudson 1 59 , 1 00 

1 8 . Cad i l l ac 1 3 , 043 1 947 
1 O . Nash 1 35 ,328-

1 9 . G raham 2 , 000-
1 1  . Studebaker 1 29 , 298 

1 .  Chevrolet 6 7 1 , 546 
1 2 . C h rysler 1 24 ,2 1 8  

1 941  2.  Ford 429, 674 
( +  '49 Second Series) 

1 .  Chevrolet 1 , 008 ,976 3.  Plymouth 382,290' 
1 3 . Packard 1 1 6 , 248 

2.  Ford 6 9 1 ,455 4 .  Buick 272, 827. 
1 4 . DeSoto 94 , 2 0 1  

3 .  Plymouth 545, 8 1 1 5 .  Dodge 243 , 1 60-
(+ '49 Second Series) 

4 .  Buick 374 , 1 96 6 .  Pontiac 230 , 600 
1 5 . Cadi l lac 92, 554 

5 .  Pontiac 330 , 0 6 1  7 .  Oldsmobi le 1 93 , 895 
1 6 . Kaiser 79,947* 

6. Oldsmobi le 265,864 8 .  Studebaker 1 6 1 ,496 
1 7 . Lincoln 73, 507 

7. Dodge 237,002 9. C h rysler 1 1 9 , 260' 
1 8 . F razer 2 1 ,223' 

8.  C h rysler 1 6 1 , 704 1 0 . Nash 1 0 1 ,000-
1 9 . Crosley 7 , 43 1 

9 .  Studebaker 1 33 , 900 1 1  . H udson 92 ,083 

1 0 . DeSoto 97 ,497 1 2 . DeSoto 8 7 , 000-
1 950 

1 1 .  H udson 9 1 , 769 1 3. Mercury 85 ,383 1 . Chevrolet 1 , 498, 590 

1 2 . Nash 84,007 1 4 . Kaiser 70,474 2 .  Ford 1 , 208 ,9 1 2 

1 3 . Mercury 82,39 1 - 1 5 . Frazer 68 , 775 3 .  Buick  667,826 

1 4 . Packard 72,855 1 6 . Cadi l lac 6 1 ,926 4.  Plymouth 6 1 0 ,954 

1 5 . Cad i l l ac 66, 1 30 1 7 . Packard 5 1 ,086 5. Pontiac 466,429 

1 6 . Wi l lys 22 , 1 02- 1 8 . Lincoln 2 1 ,460 6. Oldsmobi le 407, 889 

1 7 . Lincoln 1 8 , 244 1 9 . C rosley 1 9 ,344 7. Dodge 34 1 ,797 

1 8 . Crosley 2 , 289 8 .  Studebaker ( U S) 320 ,884 
1 948 9 .  Mercu ry 293,6 58 

1 942 
1 .  Chevrolet 696 ,449 

1 O . C h rysler 1 79 , 299 

1 .  Chevrolet 254 ,885 2 .  Ford 430, 1 98 
1 1 .  Nash 1 7 1 , 782 

2. Ford 1 60 ,432 3. Plymouth 4 1 2 , 540' 
1 2 .  DeSoto 1 33 , 854 

3. Plymouth 1 52 ,427 ( +  '49 First Series) 
1 3 . H udson 1 2 1 , 408 

4 .  Buick 9 2 , 573 4 .  Dodge 243 , 340' 
1 4 . Cadi l lac 1 03 ,857 

5. Pontiac 83,555 ( +  '49 First Series) 
1 5. Packard 42 , 627 

6. Dodge 68 , 522 5. Pontiac 235,4 1 9  
1 6 . Linco l n  28 , 1 90 

7 .  Oldsmobi le 6 7 , 783 6 .  Buick 2 1 3 , 599 
1 7 . Kaiser 1 5 ,228" 

8.  Studebaker 50,678 7. Studebaker 1 84 , 993 
1 8 . Crosley 6 , 792 

9 .  Hudson 40,66 1 8 .  Oldsmobi le 1 72 ,852 1 9 . F razer 3 , 700' 

1 0 . Chrysler 3 6 , 586 9 .  C h rysler 1 30 , 1 1 0-

1 1  . Packard 33,776 ( +  '49 First Series) 
1 951 

1 2 . Nash 3 1 ,780 1 0 . H udson 1 1 7 , 200 1 . Chevrolet 1 , 229, 986 

1 3 . DeSoto 24,0 1 5  1 1  . Nash 1 1 0 , 000' 2.  Ford 1 , 0 1 3 , 3 8 1  

1 4 . Mercury 22,8 1 6  1 2 . DeSoto 98 ,890' 3. Plymouth 6 1 1 ,000' 

1 5 . Cadil lac 1 6 , 5 1 1 ( +  '49 First Series) 4 .  Buick 592 ,5 1 1  

1 6 . Lincoln 6 . 547 1 3 . Packard 92 , 2 5 1  5 .  Pontiac 370 , 1 59 

1 7. C rosley 1 , 029 1 4 . Kaiser 9 1 ,85 1 6 . Mercury 3 1 0 ,387 
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Model Year Production 

7 .  Dodge 290 , 000' 4. Buick 442 , 903 5 .  Oldsmobile 384 ,390 

8. Oldsmobi le 285 ,6 1 2  5.  Oldsmobi le 354 , 0 0 1  6 .  Pontiac 333,473 

9. Studebaker ( US) 246, 1 95 6 .  Pontiac 28 7 , 744 7 .  Dodge 28 7 , 608 

1 0 . Nash 205,307 7. Mercu ry 259 , 305 8. Mercury 286 , 1 63 
1 1 .  Chrysler 1 63 , 6 1 3  8 .  Dodge 1 54 , 648 9 .  Cadi l lac 1 46 , 84 1  
1 2 . Kaiser 1 39,452' 9.  C h rysler 1 05 , 030 1 0 . C h rysler 1 24 , 675 
1 3 . Hudson 1 3 1 , 9 1 5 1 0 . Cadi l lac 96 , 680 1 1  . DeSoto 1 1 7 , 5 1 4  
1 4 . Cadi l lac 1 1 0 ,340 1 1 .  Nash 9 1 , 1 2 1 1 2 . Rambler 9 1 ,469 
1 5 . DeSoto 1 06 , 000' 1 2 . DeSoto 76,580 1 3 . Studebaker ( US) 63 , 1 0 1 
1 6 . Packard 1 00 , 7 1 3  1 3 . Studebaker (US)  68,708 1 4 . Lincoln 4 1 , 1 23 
1 7. Henry J 8 1 , 942 1 4 . Hudson 50, 670 1 5 . I mperial 37,593 
1 8 . Lincoln 32 , 574 1 5 . Lincol n 3 6 , 993 1 6 . Nash 20,3 1 7  
1 9 . Frazer 1 0 ,2 1 4  1 6 . Packard 3 1 ,29 1 1 7 . Packard 4 ,809 
20 . Crosley 6 , 6 1 4  1 7 . Wil lys 1 1 ,8 56 1 8 . H udson 3 ,876 

1 8 . Kaiser 8 , 539 1 958 1 952 1 9 . Henry J 1 , 1 23' 

Chevrolet 1 955 1 .  Chevrolet 1 , 1 42 ,460 
1 . 8 1 8 , 1 42 

2 .  Ford 98 7 , 945 
2. Ford 6 7 1 ,733 

1 . Chevrolet 1 , 704,667 3.  Plymouth 443 , 799 
3. Plymouth 396 , 000-

2.  Ford 1 , 45 1 , 1 57 4 .  Oldsmobi le 3 1 4 , 374 
4. Buick 367, 760 

3 .  Buick 737 , 035 5.  Buick 240 , 659 
5. Pontiac 27 1 , 373 

4. Oldsmobile 583 , 1 79 6 .  Pontiac 2 1 6 , 982 
6. Oldsmobile 2 1 3 , 4 1 9 

5.  Pontiac 553 , 808 7 .  Rambler 1 86 , 227* 
7. Dodge 206 , 000' 

6 .  Plymouth 401 ,075 8. Merc u ry 1 53 , 2 7 1  
8 .  Mercu ry 1 72,087 

7.  Mercury 329 ,808 9 .  Dodge 1 37 , 8 6 1  
9 .  Studebaker ( US) 1 67 , 662 

8. Dodge 276,936 1 0 . Cadi l lac 1 2 1 , 778 
1 0 . Nash 1 54 , 2 9 1  

9 .  Chrysler 1 52 , 777 1 1  . C h rysler 63, 68 1 
1 1  . Cadi l lac 90,259 

1 0 . Cadil lac 1 40 ,777 1 2 . Edsel 63 , 1 1 0  
1 2 . Chrysler 87 ,470-

1 1  . Nash 1 26,000- 1 3 . DeSoto 49,445 
1 3 . DeSoto 88,000-

1 2 . Studebaker ( U S) 1 1 6 , 333 1 4 . Studebaker ( U S) 44 , 759 
1 4 . Hudson 70 ,000 

1 3 . DeSoto 1 1 4 , 765 1 5 . Li ncoln 1 7 , 1 34 
1 5 . Packard 62,92 1 

1 4 . Packard 55,247 1 6 . I mperial 1 6 , 1 33 
1 6 . Kaiser 32, 1 3 1  

1 5 . Hudson 46, 000- 1 7 . Metropol itan 1 3 , 1 28 
1 7 . Wil lys 3 1 ,363 

1 6 . Lincoln 27,222 1 8 . Conti nental 1 2 ,550 
1 8 . Henry J 30,585 

1 7 . I mperial 1 1 , 432 1 9 . Packard 2 , 622 
1 9 . Lincoln 27 , 2 7 1  
20 . Crosley 2 ,075 

1 8 . Wil lys 6 , 565 
1 9 . Kaiser 1 , 2 9 1  1 959 

2 1 . Allstate 1 , 566 

1 956 1 . Chevrolet 1 , 462 , 1 40 1 953 2 .  Ford 1 , 450,953 
1 . Chevrolet 1 , 567, 1 1 7  3 .  Plymouth 458 ,259 

1 .  Chevrolet 1 ,346 , 475 2. Ford 1 ,408,478 4. Pontiac 382 , 940 
2 .  Ford 1 , 247,542 3 .  Buick 635, 1 58 5.  Oldsmobi le 382 , 864 
3 .  Plymouth 650 , 45 1 4 .  Plymouth 552 , 577 6.  Rambler 363 ,372' 
4 .  Buick 486 ,8 1 2  5. Oldsmobile 485 , 458 7 .  Buick 284 , 248 
5. Pontiac 4 1 8 , 6 1 9 6 .  Pontiac 405 , 429 8. Dodge 1 56 , 385 
6. Oldsmobi le 334 ,462 7. Mercu ry 327 , 943 9 .  Mercury 1 49 , 987 
7. Dodge 320, 008 8. Dodge 240, 686 1 0 . Cadil lac 1 42 , 272 
8. Mercury 305, 863 9 .  Cadil lac 1 54 , 577 1 1  . Studebaker ( US) 1 26 , 1 56 
9.  C h rysler 1 70,006 1 0 . Chrysler 1 28 , 322 1 2 . Chrysler 6 9 , 970 

1 0 . Studebaker (US)  1 5 1 , 576 1 1  . DeSoto 1 1 0 , 4 1 8 1 3 . DeSoto 45, 724 
1 1 .  DeSoto 1 30 ,404 1 2 . Nash 83 ,420 1 4 . Edsel 44,89 1 
1 2 . Nash 1 2 1 , 793 1 3 . Studebaker ( U S) 69 , 593 1 5 . Metropol itan 22,309 
1 3 . Cadil lac 1 09 , 65 1  1 4 . Lincoln 50 ,322 1 6 . I m perial 1 7 , 269 
1 4 . Packard 90,252 1 5 . Hudson 35,67 1 ' 1 7 . Lincoln 1 5 , 780 
1 5 . Hudson 66, 1 43 1 6 . Cl ipper 1 8 , 482 1 8 . Conti nental 1 1 , 1 26 
1 6 . Wil lys 42,057 1 7 . Imperial 1 0 ,684 
1 7 . Lincoln 40,762 1 8 . Packard 1 0 , 353 1 960 
1 8 . Kaiser 27, 652- 1 9 . Continental 1 , 325 
1 9 . Henry J 1 6 ,672 1 .  Chevrolet 1 , 653 , 1 68 

1 957 2.  Ford 1 ,439,370 
1 954 3 .  Plymouth 447, 724 

1 . Ford 1 , 676,449 4 .  Rambler 422,273' 
1 .  Ford 1 , 1 65 ,942 2. Chevrolet 1 , 505, 9 1 0  5. Pontiac 396 , 1 79 
2 .  Chevrolet 1 , 1 43 , 5 6 1  3 .  Plymouth 762 , 23 1  6 .  Dodge 367 , 804 
3 .  Plymouth 463 , 1 48 4.  Buick 404 , 049 7. Oldsmobi le 347, 1 42 
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Model Year Production 

8.  Mercu ry 2 7 1 ,33 1 1 964 9 .  Rambler 237,785" 
9 . Buick 253 , 807 1 0 . C h rysler 2 1 8 , 742 

1 0 . Cadi l lac 1 42 , 1 84 1 .  Chevrolet 2,308 , 700" 1 1  . Cadi l lac 200 , 000 
1 1  . Studebaker ( U S) 1 20 ,465 2 .  Ford 1 , 594 , 053 1 2 . AMC 6 5 , 1 60 
1 2 . C h rysler 77 , 285 3. Pontiac 738 , 3 1 7 1 3 .  Lincoln 4 5 , 667 
1 3 . DeSoto 25,58 1 4 .  Plymouth 596 ,22 1 1 4 . I mperial 1 7 ,620 
1 4 . I m perial 1 7 , 7 1 9 5 .  Buick 5 1 0 , 490 1 5 . Checker 5 , 822 
1 5 . Li ncoln 1 3 ,734 6. Dodge 50 1 , 78 1  1 6 . Shelby 3 , 225 
1 6 . Metropol itan 1 3 , 1 03 7.  Oldsmobi le 493 , 9 9 1  

1 7 . Continental 1 1 , 086 8. Rambler 379 , 4 1 2 ' 1 968 
1 8 . Checker 6 , 980" 9. Mercu ry 298 ,609 

1 9 . Edsel 3 , 008 1 0 . Cadi l lac 1 65 , 909 1 . Chevrolet 2 , 1 3 1 ,200" 
1 1  . Chrysler 1 53 ,3 1 9 2.  Ford 1 , 753 , 334 

1 961  1 2 . Studebaker ( U S/Canada) 36 ,697 3.  Pontiac 9 1 0 , 482 
1 3 . Li nco l n  36 , 297 4 .  Plymouth 747,237 

1 . Ford 1 ,338, 790 1 4 . I mperial 23,295 5. Buick 6 5 1 ,823 
2.  Chevrolet 1 , 3 1 8 , 0 1 4  1 5 . Checker 6 ,3 1 0 6 .  Dodge 627 , 533 
3. Rambler 370 , 685" 7 .  Oldsmobi le 562,459 
4.  P lymouth 350,285 1 965 8 .  Mercu ry 360,467 
5 . Pontiac 340,248 9. C h rysler 264,853 
6 .  Oldsmobi le 3 1 7 , 548 1 . Chevrolet 2,372 , 900" 1 0 . Rambler 259 ,346" 
7.  Mercury 3 1 7,35 1 2 .  Ford 2, 1 70, 795 1 1  . Cadi l lac 230,003 
8. Buick 276, 754 3 .  Pontiac 80 1 , 357 1 2 . AMC 1 87 , 435 
9 .  Dodge 269,367 4 .  Plymouth 7 2 1 ,234 1 3 . Li nco l n  39 , 1 34 

1 0 . Cadi l lac 1 38 , 379 5. Buick 600 , 1 45 1 4 . I m perial 1 5 ,367 
1 1  . C h rysler 96,454 6. Oldsmobile 59 1 , 7 0 1  1 5 . Continental 7 ,770 
1 2 . Studebaker (US)  59 , 7 1 3 7 .  Dodge 489,065 1 6 . C hecker 5 , 477 
1 3 . Linco l n  25, 1 64 8. Mercury 346 , 7 5 1  1 7 . Shelby 4 , 4 5 1  
1 4 . I m perial  1 2 , 258 9. Rambler  324,669" 
1 5 . Checker 5 , 683 1 0 . C h rysler 206,089 1 969 
1 6 . DeSoto 3 , 034 1 1  . Cad i l l ac 1 82 , 435 

1 2 . Linco ln  40 , 1 80 1 . Chevrolet 2 , 1 0 6 , 500" 1 962 1 3 . Studebaker (Canada) 1 9 ,435 2 .  Ford 1 , 826, 777 

1 .  Chevrolet 2,072, 000" 1 4 . I mperial 1 8 ,409 3 .  Pontiac 870 , 0 8 1  

2 .  Ford 1 , 476,03 1 1 5 . Checker 6 , 1 36 4 .  Plymouth 720, 209 

3 .  Pontiac 5 2 1 , 437 
5. Buick 665, 422 

4 .  Oldsmobi le 428,853 1 966 6. Oldsmobi le 635 , 24 1 

5.  Rambler 423 , 1 04 7 .  Dodge 6 1 1 , 645 

6.  Buick 399, 526 
1 . Ford 2 , 2 1 2 , 4 1 5  8 .  Mercury 398 , 262 

7. Mercury 34 1 ,366 
2. C hevrolet 2 , 206,200' 9 .  C h rysler 260, 773 

8. Plymouth 339 , 8 1 4  
3 .  Pontiac 830 , 778 1 0 . Rambler 239 , 937* 
4 .  Plymouth 683 ,879 1 1  . Cad i l lac 223, 237 9 .  Dodge 240 , 484 
5. Dodge 632, 658 1 2 . AMC 1 73 , 1 06 1 0 . Cadi l l ac 1 60 , 840 

1 1 .  C h rysler 1 28 , 92 1 
6 .  Oldsmobi le 578 , 385 1 3 . Li nco l n  38,290 

1 2 . Studebaker ( U S) 89, 3 1 8  
7 .  Buick 553 ,870 1 4 . Continental 23,088 

1 3 . Lincoln 3 1 , 0 6 1  
8 .  Mercu ry 343 , 1 49 1 5 . I m perial  22, 1 03 

1 4 . I m perial  1 4 , 337 
9. Ram bler 265,7 1 2 ' 1 6 . Checker 5, 4 1 7  

1 5 . Checker 8 , 1 73' 
1 0 . C h rysler 264 , 848 1 7 . Shelby 3 , 1 50 
1 1  . Cad i l lac 1 96 , 685 

1 963 1 2 . AMC 76,239 1 970 
1 3 . Lincoln 54 , 755 

1 .  Chevrolet 2 , 1 48,000' 1 4 . I m perial  1 3 , 742 1 .  Ford 2,096 , 1 84 
2 .  Ford 1 , 52 5 , 404 1 5 . Studebaker (Canada) 8,947 2. Chevrolet 1 ,456, 574 
3. Pontiac 589,294 1 6 . Checker 5 , 7 6 1  3 .  Pontiac 690, 953 
4 .  Plymouth 488 , 448 1 7 . Shelby 2 , 378 4. Plymouth 684,975 
5.  Oldsmobi le 476,753 5. Buick 666 ,50 1 
6 .  Buick 457,8 1 8  1 967 6 .  Oldsmobi le 633 , 9 8 1  
7.  Dodge 446 , 1 29 7. Dodge 543 , 0 1 9  
8 . Rambler 428,346" 1 . Chevrolet 2 , 1 93, 1 00 '  8 .  Mercury 324 , 7 1 6  
9 .  Mercu ry 30 1 , 5 8 1  2 .  Ford 1 , 730,224 9. AMC 276 , 000' 

1 0 . Cadi l lac 1 63 , 1 74 3 .  Pontiac 782,734 1 0 . Cadi l lac 238 , 744 
1 1 .  C h rysler 1 28 , 937 4 .  Plymouth 636 , 893 1 1 .  C h rysler 1 80 , 777 
1 2 . Studebaker ( U S )  69,555 5 .  Buick 562 , 507 1 2 . Li ncoln 37 ,695 
1 3 . Lincoln 3 1 ,233 6. Oldsmobi le 548 ,390 1 3 . Conti nental 2 1 ,432 
1 4 . I m perial 1 4 , 1 2 1  7.  Dodge 465, 732 1 4 . I mperial 1 1 ,822 
1 5 . C hecker 7 ,050 8 .  Mercury 354 , 923 1 5 . Checker 5 , 500" 
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Minor Makes Co m p i l ed by R. Perry Zav i tz and Alden Jewe l l  

NOTES T O  TH E R E A D E R  
What follows IS  a compi lation of 

a l l  American-bui l t  automobiles i n  
the 1 940- 1 970 penod not l isted i n  
the preced ing "Major Makes" sec­
tion . The vast maJonty of these saw 
very l imited production ;  some never 
proceeded beyond the prototype 
stage; a rare few were sold for sev­
eral years. The facts about some of 
them are, unfortunately, completely 
elusive, or at best sketchy. 

Several ru les were adopted in  
compi l ing th is  section . To keep the 
list within the scope of the book, al l 
u n s u bs tan t i a ted ,  expe ri m e n t a l ,  
raci ng ,  a n d  Canadian cars were 
omitted, as were products designed 
only for chi ldren .  Though a number 
of prototypes are included, they fal l  
w i t h i n t h e  p r imary q u a l i f i ca t ion  
adopted : evidence of  serious intent 
to manufacture in complete form. 
Vehicles sold as kits ("kit cars") are 
inc luded only where fu l ly assem­
bled models were avai lable from 
the manufacturer or a dealer. 

Each entry is dated as accurately 
as possible, and bui lder or factory 
locations are stated where known. 
Where on l y  one year is  shown 
( 1 965-? )  the editors were unable to 
determine exactly when "produc­
tion" ceased. When "c." (circa) is 
shown, it was not possible to de­
termine the precise date production 
started and/or terminated . 

S ince no l ist of th is scope can 
possibly be complete , the editors 
welcome addi t ions to the roster 
and u pdated i nformat ion on the 
makes l isted . Contributions should 
be addressed to: R. Perry Zavitz , 
20 Westmoreland Road, London, 
Ontario, N6J 3N3, Canada;  or to 
CON SUMER G U I DE " magaz ine ,  
384 1 W.  Oakton Street, Skokie, I l ­
l i nois 60076. 

AEROCAR ( 1 948-c.1970) 

A e ro c a r I n c .  of L o n g v i ew ,  
Wash i ngton had been bu i l d i ng  
c o m b i n at i o n  c a r /p l a n e s  s i n c e  
1 948, but on ly  seven had been 
constructed throu gh 1 970. Mou l ­
ton  P. Taylor deve loped the Aero­
ca r ;  a i rwort h i n ess cert i f i c a t ion  
was f i rst received from the  C iv i l  
Aeron a u t i c s  Au thor i ty i n  1 954. 
The earl iest models used a 1 00-
bhp Fran k l i n  e n g i n e  for  both 
g round and a ir  propu ls ion . Top 
speed on the g round was 50 mph,  
1 1 0  i n  the a i r .  As a p lane,  the 
Aerocar had a 300-mi le range .  I t  
needed 655 feet for take-off and 
only 300 feet for land ing .  At least 
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one prototype had sem i -retract­
ab le  l a n d i n g  g ear .  Convers ion  
from car  to  a i rp lane or vice-versa 
took j ust five m inu tes for one per­
son wi th a wrenc h .  In car form, the 
w i n g s  and prope l le r  assemb ly  
were carried i n  a 1 4-foot trai ler .  
The main  sect ion measu red 1 24 
inches long overa l l ,  and wheel­
base was 78 i nches. Gross f ly i ng  
we igh t  was 1 750 pounds.  Aerocar 
was to have been priced start i ng 
at $3995, but l i sted for $7500 i n  
1 954 . B y  the early 1 970s i ts pr ice 
was wel l  i n to five fig u res. 

An Aerocar I n ternat ional Corp. 
of  Fort Worth, Texas reported ly 
p lan ned product ion i n  1 961 . Suffi ­
c ient  orders were apparent l y  on 
hand to make this feas ib le ,  but the 
effort fai led .  I t  i s  u n known whether 
any were bu i I t ,  but i t  seems un ­
l i ke ly .  The  rel at i onsh i p  of th is  f i rm 
to Aerocar I nc .  is also a mystery . I t  
i s  no t  c lear whether i t  was  an  i n ­
dependent contractor or a subsid­
i ary of the Wash i n gton f i rm.  

AEROMOBILE ( 1958) 

Aeromobi le  was bu i I t  i n  1 958 by 
Waldo Dean Waterman of San 
D i e g o ,  C a l i fo r n i a . I t  w a s a 
car/p l ane, but l i tt le  i n format ion 
about i t  i s  avai l able .  I t  was re­
ported to have had no tai l .  

AIR CAR ( 1970-c .1973) 

The Aircar ,  from Advanced Ve­
h ic le  Eng i neers of Van Nuys, Ca l i ­
forn i a, rev ived the "f ly ing auto" 
i dea  i n  a somewhat d i f ferent  
form . I nstead of bei n g  pu rpose ly 
desig ned, the Aircar was an aero­
n aut ical conversi on .  Control su r­
faces from a Cessn a Skym aster 
were attached to an ord i n ary pro­
d u ct i o n  c a r .  Po n t i ac F i reb i rds  
were most commonly used, but 
some heavier  cars were also g i ven 
w ings  and u sed more powerfu l  
tu rbo-prop eng i nes. Deve lopment 
cont in ued un t i l  at least 1 973, at 
wh ich t ime a P into was bein g  
test-flown u nder the name M izar. 

AIRPHIBIAN ( 1946-52) 

Mass product ion of f lyi ng  autos 
never got off the g round-but i t  
wasn ' t because  n o body t r i ed . 
Robert E. Fu l ton ,  J r .  was one of 
m any who saw g reat poss ib i l i t ies 
for the car/p lane i n  the postwar 
market .  His A i rph ib ian was fi rst 
shown in 1 946, u nder the aeg is  of 
C o n t i n e n t a l , I n c . ,  D a n b u r y ,  

Connect icut ,  o f  which Fu lton was 
p r e s i d e n t .  T h e  A i r p h i b i a n ' s 
passenger compartment  (or cock­
pit )  was made of al um inum .  As a 
p lane,  it cou ld  be converted to a 
two-passenger ,  fou r-wheeled car 
by detac h i n g  w i n g s ,  prope l l e r ,  
and  fuselage (a f ive-min ute exer­
c i se ) .  In the a i r  it cou ld  reach 1 20 
mph .  Top speed on the h ig hway 
was a modest 45 mph.  A s ix­
cy l  i n d e r ,  1 50- h o rs e p o w e r  a i  r ­
c o o l e d  e n g i n e p rov i d ed  the  
power. When ready fo r  f ly i n g ,  the 
Airph i bi an wei g hed 2200 pou nds  
and cou ld  travel 400 m i les on 30 
g a l l o n s  o f  g aso l i n e .  H i g hway 
mi leage was 25 mpg .  In  1 952 , Fu l ­
t o n  was sti I I  tryi ng  t o  get produc­
t ion started . 

AIRSCOOT ( 1 947) 

You 've j u st arr ived at your local 
ai rport i n  your pr ivate p l ane .  How 
do you get home? S imply  pu l l  
you r  fo lded-up Airscoot ou t  of  the 
bag g age  compartment  and pre­
pare it for the road . After you 've 
un fo lded th is  veh ic le's two seats 
and two-suitcase l uggage rack ( in  
front of  the seats) ,  you f i re u p  the 
o n e - c y l i n d e r ,  2 . 6 - h o r s e p o w e r  
e n g i n e  and d r ive away at speeds 
up to 25 mph .  

The t h ree- w h e e l ed A i  r scoot  
was  made of l i g h tweig ht t ub ing ,  
wh ich accounts fo r  the toteable 
weight of on l y  72 pounds. The g as 
tank on th i s  m idget commuter 
held only three-tenths of a g al lon ; 
a fu l l  ga l lon wou ld  take you 60 
m i l e s .  Overa l l l eng th  was 37 
i nches .  A i rcraft Products Com­
pany  of W i c h i t a ,  Kan sas ap­
parent ly was never able to get 
the i r  u n ique l i tt le  fold i n g  auto i n to 
product ion .  

AIRWA Y ( 1948-50) 

At least two A i rway "v ic in i ty 
c ar" prototypes were bu i l t ,  but  
t h ey were n ot very s i m i l ar i n  
appearance. The 1 948-49 vers ion 
h ad a very p la in  fastback two-door 
sedan body. The 1 950 Ai rway was 
a notch back-style coupe. Under 
the sk i n ,  the cars were much more 
al i ke .  A 1 0-horsepower ai r-cooled 
a l u m i n u m  e n g i n e  t r a n s m i tt e d  
power through  a f l u id  dr ive. Both 
c ars were 2- to 3-seaters, and h ad 
space for packages beh i n d  the 
s i n g le seat. The f i rst prototype 
weighed 600 pounds and had an 
a l um inum body. The 1 950 c ar 
weighed 775 pou nds wi th  its body 

of a lu m i n u m  al loy and p l ast ic .  
Whee l base o n  both was 1 00 
i nches.  Top speed was 45-50 
mph .  

The T .  P .  H a l l  E n g i n e e r i n g  
Corporation of San Diego de­
veloped the desi g ns and l icensed 
A i rway M otors ,  I n c .  to  m an u ­
f act u re t h e m .  Pr ices were ex­
pected to be in the $500-$750 
range .  It is doubtfu l  any were sol d .  

AMITRON ( 1967-? )  

A m i t ro n  was a co-operat ive  
effort by  G u l ton I ndustr ies of M e­
tuchen , New Jersey and American 
Motors i n  Detroi t .  I t  was a th ree­
passenger electr ic c ar,  powered 
by l i t h i u m-n i c k e l  f l u o r i d e  bat­
ter ies,  wh ich  are about 10 t imes 
more powerfu l than the lead-ac id  
type. Two batter ies we i g h i n g  75 
pou nds  each were used a long 
wi th  two n i ck e l -c ad m i u m  bat­
ter ies. The car cou ld accelerate 
from 0 to 50 mph in about 20 sec­
onds .  Range was some 1 50 m i les, 
even at speeds up to 50 mph .  The 
wedge-sh aped Amitron featu red 
v i n y l  b u m pers  i n  an off- w h i te  
co lor .  

APACHE ( 1966-? )  

Apache was s im i l ar t o  Eu ropean 
economy c ars in overal l s ize ,  en­
g i ne d i sp lacement ,  and seat i ng ,  
a l though fu rther detai ls  about i t  
are  u n avai l ab le .  I ts most u n usu al 
featu re was a co l l aps ib le roof, 
wh ich transformed i t  from a fast­
back coupe to an open convert­
i b le .  Product ion of 500 to 1 000 
cars a year was pred icted i n  1 966 
by John G .  Zu l lo ,  pres ident  of In­
terco Development Corporat ion  of  
New York C i ty .  Vo l u me n ever 
reached that f i gu re tho u g h .  

APOLLO (1962-65) 

Newt Dav is  and M i l t Brown ,  a 
pai r of enth us iast i c  entrepreneurs 
f rom Oak l a n d ,  C a l i fo r n i a ,  con ­
ce ived  t h e  i n te rest i n g  A p o l l o .  
They formed I n ternat ional M otor 
Cars, I n c . ,  desi g ned a c hassis, 
bought  a batch of 2 1 5-cid Bu ick 
a l um inum V8s, and p l an ned a 
s leek  fastback body. The some­
what d ated sty l i n g  was c reated by 
d e s i g n e r  R o n  P l e s c i a , w i t h  
m o d i f i c a t i o n s  b y  F r a n c o  
Scag l ione of Tu r i n ,  I ta ly .  Frank 
R e i s n e r ' S C a r ro z z e r i a  I n t e r ­
mecann ica, a lso o f  Tur in ,  con­
tracted to b u i l d  the bod ies. 

Final assembly took p l ace i n  



Oakland .  The cars were paI n ­
sta k i n g l y  bu i l t a t  a rate o f  fou r  a 
month .  

T h e  c h as s i s ,  d e s i g n e d by 
B rown ,  combi ned a l adder-type 
tubu l ar-steel frame wi th  a beefed­
up B u i c k  Spec i a l suspe n s i o n .  
Ben d i x  d i sc brakes were l ater 
offered as an opt ion .  A th ree­
speed manua l  gearbox was stan­
d a r d ,  but Borg - Warner ' s T- 1 0  
fou r - speed and  B u i c k ' s Tu rbo 
Hydra- M at ic  were avai l ab le .  

Si nce the Apol lo GT wei g hed 
on l y  2400 pou nds ,  the unmod i f ied 
B u i c k  V8 prov i ded ample perfor­
m an ce. A 0-60 mph spr i n t  took 
just 8 seconds.  

I ntern at ional M otor Cars soon 
added an Apol lo  cabr io let, and i n  
1 964 brou gh t  out a n  add i t i ona l  
ser ies,  the 5000 GT,  wh ich  used 
B u i c k ' s 300- c i d  V8 . The  5000 
cou ld run 0 to 60 mph in 7 .5  sec­
onds,  and h ad a c l ai med top 
speed of over 1 50 mph .  

Dav i s  and  Brown were ser ious 
about  the i r  project, i n tent on offer­
i n g  good va lue for the dol l ar .  But  
the i r  company had fal l en apart by 
1 966. The Apol lo was never adver­
t i sed n at i o n a l l y ,  and t h e  f i rm 
l acked a suff ic ient  dealer network .  
The o pe r at i on w as a l so s i de­
trac ked at one poi n t  by the d i s­
t ress sale of a score of Apo l lo  
bod i es to a Dal l as f i rm  that assem­
b led them u n der  the n ame Vetta 
Ventu ra. In tern at iona l  M otors was 
ren amed Apo l lo  I nternat iona l  i n  
1 965, and moved from Oak lan d  to 
P a s a d e n a - a  l a s t - d i t c h  
r e c a p i t a l i z a t i o n e f f o r t .  T o t a l  
Apol lo  product ion  was 77 cou pes 
and 1 1  convert i b les ,  p lus  one ex­
per i mentaI 2 + 2. 

Airphi bian 

Asardo 

ARGONAUT ( 1 959-63) 

A large and very ambi t ious ly de­
s ig ned l ux ury car ,  the Argon aut 
appeared in 1 959 . I t  was made by 
the Argon aut Motor M ac h i n e  Co. 
of C leve land ,  Oh io .  There were 
seven models p lanned ,  ran g i n g  
f r o m  a t w o - p ass e n g e r spor ts  
cou pe, somet i mes referred to  as 
the Steed . to a l i mousi ne .  Another 
model was dubbed Smoke . 

Frames were made of f ive - i nch  
se a m l ess s tee l  t u b i n g .  Whee l ­
bases were 1 26 1/2 to  1 54 i nches,  
w h i l e  total length ran from 2 1 8  to 
258 i n ches . The a l um inum bod ies 
were made in the U n i ted States or 
I ta ly .  I nter io rs were t r immed to 
owner spec i f icat ions .  

An ai r-coo led.  overhead-cam, 
a l u m i n u m  V 1 2  was used . Th is was 
thou gh t  to be a m i l i tary eng i ne .  
After some hesitat ion ,  t he  com­
pany revealed th i s  powerplant de­
v e l o p ed an ast o n i s h i n g  1 0 20 
horsepower.  Yet fue l  consu mpt ion 
was a surpr is i n g l y  good 13  mpg .  A 
top speed i n  excess of 240 mph 
was c l ai med.  A manua l  transmis­
s ion w i th  overdrive was standard, 
but a three-speed automat ic  was 
opt iona l .  

Pr ices were targeted a t  $25, 1 50 
up  to $36,000. The cars wou ld 
have been so ld d i rect ly  f rom the 
factory, and serv i c i n g  wou l d  be 
done e i ther  at  factory depots or 
the owner' s home.  Twice-a-year 
i n spect ion by factory eng i neers 
w as a l so p l a n n e d .  Prod u c t i o n  
ended b y  1 963. 
ARNOL T ( 1 952-63) 

S. H .  "Wacky" Arnolt  was a 
sportsm an from Warsaw , I nd i ana  

Apol lo  G T  

Arnolt-MG 

and f i rst made money by bu i ld i n g  
mar ine  eng i nes d U r i n g  World War 
I I .  After the war, he expanded i nto 
a l l i ed i ndustr ies. Because he l i ked 
automob i les,  one of h i s  early i n ­
terests was a forei gn -car dealer­
s h i p  i n  C h i c a g o .  

H is  f i rst creat ion  was the Arno lt­
M G ,  of wh ich  65 were bu i l t .  Arnolt 
h ad fou nd a Bertone body at the 
Tur i n  Auto Show in 1 952.  He con­
tracted to buy 1 00 copies.  and 
went to MG for mechan i ca ls .  The 
$31 95 Arnolt- MG resembled con­
temporary MGs on ly  in i ts n arrow, 
up r i ght g r i l le. 

He soon d i scovered a much hot­
ter eng i n e  than the MG-Bristol ' s 
BSI  M ark  I I ,  a 220.3-c i d  four deve l ­
o p i n g  1 30 horsepower. But i t  was 
a cur ious affa i r .  Hor izontal  push­
rods ran across the head, so the 
e n g i n e  was very tal l .  Bertone ,  to 
whom Arnol t  ag a i n  tu rned for sty l­
i n g ,  h ad to desi g n  a body around 
i t .  Even so ,  the Arnolt- Br i sto l was 
one of the f i nest sh apes ever to be 
carr ied on fou r whee ls .  Th ree d i s­
t i n c t  m o d e l s  were l i sted .  T h e  
B o l i d e- o r i g i n a l l y p r i c e d  a t  
$3995, l ater a t  $4250-was top­
less ,  des i g ned for su n ny days or 
race tracks. A De l u xe model-fi rst 
$4765, then $4995-h ad a top, but 
d idn 't look ha l f  as n ice .  A cou pe 
w i th  ro l l -u p  w i ndows and a lux ­
u r i o u s  i n te r i o r  w as of fered a t  
$ 59 9 5 .  T y p i c a l  p e r f o r m a n c e 
f i g u res were: 0-60 mph i n  8.7 sec­
onds,  0-90 mph i n  2 1 .3 seconds;  
stand i n g  quarter- m i l e  in  17 sec­
onds at 82 mph ;  top speed 1 1 0 
mph .  

I n  1 955 and  '56, Arnolt  entered 
t h ree c ars i n  t h e  Sebr i n g  1 2  
Hou rs, and f i n i sh ed 1 -2 -4 i n  the 

Bassons Star 

Bobbi - Kar  
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two- l i ter product ion category both 
years. I n terest i ng l y, they were a l l  
street-stock '  they had not been 
modi f ied for rac i n g .  A l as ,  
Sebr ing  '57 was one  race too 
many .  One of Arnolt 's dr ivers, 
b l i nded by the sett i n g  su n ,  ro l led 
h i s  car and was k i l led i n st ant ly 
Arnolt  took the c rash hard,  b lam­
ing h i mself ,  and never raced cars 
agai n .  When he d i ed of a heart at­
tack i n  1 963, the Arnolt- Br istol  
d i ed wi th h i m  

ARROWBILE ( c .  1937- c.1958) 

I n i t i a l l y  k nown as Arrowb i le ,  
and l ater Aerob i le ,  th is  ser ies of 
f ly i ng  autos by Waldo D. Water­
man was perhaps th i s  country 's 
f i rst ser ious attempt to get such a 
veh ic le  i n to product ion .  A 1 937 
effort us ing  a Studebaker Com­
m a n d e r  s i x - c y l i n d e r  e n g i n e  
al most reached fu l l  product ion : 
f ive or s i x  veh ic les  were bu i l t  i n  
Santa Mon ica, Cal i forn i a. Stude­
baker was to se l l  the Arrowbi le 
t h rou g h  se l ected dea l ers ,  but 
backed out bec ause of a downturn 
in the economy.  

A report  in  Decem ber  1 940 
showed a draw i n g  of an Aerobi le 
three-wheeled "torpedo-sh aped" 
car w i th  detachable w i ngs ,  by a 
Dayton ,  Oh io  i nventor and manu­
factu rer. The f i nal Aerobi le was 
apparent ly put together i n  San 
Diego du r i ng  the ' 50s . I t  was 
powered by a hor i zontal ly  op­
posed , water-cooled Fran k l i n  s ix ­
cy l i nder e n g i ne .  
A SARDO ( 1 959)  

T h e  name Asardo stems from 
the i n i t i als of i ts bu i lder ,  the Amer-
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I c a n  Spec i a l A u t o m o t i v e  R e ­
search & Design Organ i zat i on ,  i n  
North Bergen,  New Jersey The 
car had a tubu l ar space-frame 
wi th  an 88- l n ch wheel base. A 1 95-
pound  f i berg l ass sport c o u pe 
body was used , as we l l  as an 
a l u m i n u m  be l l y  pan . O v e r a l l  
length was 1 50 i nches, and total 
we igh t  was some 1 350 pounds .  

The engine was a four-cyl i nder 
9 1 .3 cub ic - I nch Al fa Romeo un i t ,  
tuned to  deve lop 1 35 horsepower. 
A four -speed transmi ssion was 
standard. The car ' s 0-60 mph ac­
celerat ion t ime averaged 6.4 sec­
onds,  and a top speed of 1 35 mph 
was c laimed.  The price, i nc l ud i n g  
Borran i w i re wheels ,  was $5875. 

ASCOT ( 1 955) 

Ascot was made by the G l ass­
par Co of Santa Ana,  Ca l i forn i a. 
Not su rpr is i ng ly .  i ts  roadster body 
was made of f i berg lass. I t  had but­
terfly-type fenders. free-stand i  ng 
head l ig hts. a sq uare g r i l le .  and 
external deck -mounted spare t i re .  
O r i g i na l l y . the car was des ign'ed 
for a 1 72 cub ic - i nch Ford i ndus­
tr ia l  eng i ne. but var ious other 
u n i t s  were t r i ed ,  i n c l u d i n g  a 
Studebaker s ix .  Wheel base for 
t h i s  1 7 70 - p o u n d  c a r  was  94 
i nches. He ight  w i th  the top up was 
j u s t 48 i n c h e s .  P r o d u c t i o n  
apparent ly took p lace on ly  du r i ng  
1 955. 
ASTRO-GNOME ( 1 956) 

Astro-G nome, desi gned by the 
R ichard Arbib Co. Inc. in New 
York, was a futu r ist ic prototype. 
(R ichard Arb ib had a hand in the 
face l i ft for the 1 956 Hudson ,  and 
also created the 1 952 Packard Pan 
American . )  Andrew M azzard car­
r ied out the custom body work .  
The  Astro-Gnome's s ide panels 
were made of r i bbed anod i zed 
a lum inum,  offered in a cho ice of 
colors. They were eas i l y  rep lace­
able. The car 's bu bble top pro­
v i ded u n o bstructed v i s i o n  and  
was h igh  enough so  passengers 
cou ld  walk i n .  Leather was used 
for the upholstery, i nter ior t r im ,  
and f loor.  M atch i n g  leather l ug ­
gage was a lso suppl i ed .  The As­
t ro-Gnome was on ly  1 3 '/2 feet 
long ,  but comparatively wide at 
s i x  feet . The unusua l  styl i n g  also 
featu red an i n teg rated fu l l -peri me­
ter bumper. 

AUBURN ( 1967-date ) 

I n  1 966, G lenn Pray left the Cord 
Automob i le  Company  he h ad 
formed several years ear l ier .  He 
h ad made some m ist akes, but h ad 
learned a g reat deal about m ak i n g  
rep l icas of c lassic automobi les.  
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Now i t  was t ime to start a new ven ­
tu re. This t ime it wou ld  be a re­
v i v a l  of t h e  Au b u  rn 8 5 1 /8 52 
Speedster of 1 935-36. The new 
model wou l d  be known as the 866. 
U n l i ke the sIl O-sc ale Cord , the 866 
was a fu l l -s ize rep l i car.  The 1 27-
inch  wheel base of i ts mod i fied 
Ford Gal ax i e  frame was i dent i cal 
to the or i g i n al 's .  Overal l wei gh t  
w as consi derably less, however :  
31 00 pounds versus the 85 1 's 
3850 .  The b i g  428 c u b i c - i n c h  
Thunderb i rd V8 en g i n e  turned out 
365 horsepower .  The body was 
made of fi berg l ass, l i ke those of 
most other revival s .  Some of the 
hardware was reported to be new 
o l d  stock from the o rig i n al Auburn 
factory. Top speed was est imated 
to be in the ne ighborhood of 1 30 
mph . M any  stor ies were to ld  about 
v i n t ag e - c a r  e n t h u s i as ts  b e i n g  
foo led in to bel iev i ng  the 866 was 
an or i g i n al .  Pray h ad o bvious ly  
done h is  homework wel l .  And the 
pr ice of $8450 was certa i n l y  l ess 
t h an you wou ld  expect to pay for a 
m i nt-condi t ion ori g i n al - i f  you 
cou ld f i nd  one. The on l y  opt ions 
were the customer's choice of 
u p h o l stery m ate r i a l s  and  pa i n t  
colors. 

Other Aubu rn rep l icas would 
fo l low from Pray's company and a 
spate of others . The 866 was l ater 
jo i ned by Model 874, a d u al -cowl 
phaeton that was an i n terest i n g  
var iat ion , even t h o u g h  i t  h ad n o  
cou nterpart i n  t h e  '30s. These cars 
cont i n u ed in l im ited prod uct ion 
th rough  the earl y  1 980s. 

AURORA ( 1954) 

Au rora was a one-off safety car 
prototype desi gned by Father A l ­
fred A .  J u l i ano  of Branford , Con­
nect icut .  I t  was based on a 1 954 
B u ick  Roadmaster chassis ,  but 
c o u l d  ac c o m m o d ate  C ad i l l ac ,  
L inco l n ,  o r  C hrysler eng i nes. The 
fi berg lass body was topped by a 
tran sparent p lastic roof. I ts bub­
b le-sh aped w i ndsh ie ld was raked 
forward . 

On ly  one prototype was b u i l t  at 
a cost of $30,000. It was hoped 
that i n terest in the desig n  wou ld  
be  h i gh  enou gh  to  make l i m i ted 
product ion commerc i al l y  feasi b le ,  
i n  which case the car would have 
cost an est imated $ 1 5 ,000. Sales 
prof i ts wou ld have been used for 
further research i n  car safety. 
AUTO CUB ( 1 956) 

Auto Cub  was the creat ion of 
R a n d a l l  Products  of  H ampton ,  
New Hampsh ire .  I t  was a smal l ,  
s i ng le-passenger runabout w i th 
t i l ler steeri n g ,  and was on ly  51  
i nches long .  The car  reached a 
top speed of 1 5  mph with a 1 .6-

ho rsepower Br iggs  & Stratton or 
C l i n ton eng ine mounted at the 
rear.  Fuel  consumption for t h i s  
1 1 5-pound mite was 75 mpg .  I ts 
pr ice was $1 69.50 complete. The 
Auto Cub appears to have been 
the economy mate to the Daytona. 

AUTOETTE ( 1 952-57) 

Autoette was produced for ap­
prox imate ly  f ive years beg i n n i ng 
i n  1 952 by Autoette E lectr ic C ar 
Co , Long Beach ,  Cal i forn i a. A 
smal l ,  e lectr ic shopp i n g -type car 
for two passen gers, it was a th ree­
wheeler w i th  a s i n g le wheel at the 
front .  The body was made of stee l .  
A set of  fou r  heavy-duty 6-vo l t  bat­
ter ies suppl ied power to a 24-vol t  
DC motor .  Pr ices ranged from 
$775 to $950 in 1 954 and th ree 
models were ava i l ab le .  

BASSONS STAR ( 1 956) 

One wheel in front ,  two in the 
rear, a low-s lung two-passenger 
open f i berg l ass body,  and a 
s i n g l e - c y l i n d e r ,  t w o - c y c l e  
e n g i ne-that  was t h e  Basso n s  
Star. G i l  D 'Andrea des ig ned i t  for 
B assons  Industr ies Corporat ion  of 
Bron x ,  New York .  Bassons i n ­
tended the i r  creat ion for use as a 
low-cost, short-hau l  del i very car.  
Other suggested customers for 
t h i s  $ 1 000 ve h i c l e  were com­
m u ters ,  fa rmers ,  and  fam i l i es 
need i n g  an economical second 
c a r .  The u n e n c l o sed s t o r a g e  
space over the rear wheels cou ld  
carry u p  to 500 pou nds .  The  1 0-
h o rsepower ,  o n e-cy l i n der ,  two­
cyc le  German J . L .O .  eng ine was 
mou nted between the passengers 
and the storage area. The Star 
cou ld c ru ise at 40 mph ,  top speed 
w a s 7 0 .  T h e  e n t i r e v e h i c l e  
weig hed on l y  400 pou nds .  I t  was 
33 i nches h i g h ,  49 i nches wide, 
and 1 25 i nches long .  

B a s s o n s  a l s o s h o w e d  an  
e n c l o s e d  re i n fo rced  p l ast i c ­
bod ied del ivery van ca l led Sta­
t ionette in 1 955. Th i s  was an u p­
date of the ear i ler wooden-bod ied 
Stat ionette. Both of these three­
wheelers were designed by J ames 
V .  M art in (see M arti nette ) .  

BAYMONT ( 1 955) 

Simple ,  safe, conven ient  trans­
portat ion  at an operat i n g  cost of 3 
cents a day-average operat i ng  
costs of less than $ 1 .00 a month . 
What e lse but an e lectr ic car? 
Th i s  one was made by Baymont 
C o m p a n y  i n  R e d w o o d  C i t y ,  
C al i forn ia .  M ost o f  the e lectr ics i n  
t h e  1 950s were g o l f  carts mod i f ied 
for local r unn i ng  on c i ty streets. 
The Baymont Suburban Model 240 
was no except ion . I t  had suff icient 

space for two passengers, and 
room in the rear for several bags 
of g rocer ies .  Factory equ i pment 
i nc l uded a s i n g le head l i gh t ,  ta i l ­
l i gh t ,  and horn .  S i x  color choices 
were avai l ab le .  For a few extra 
do l l ars, the customer cou ld add a 
w i ndsh ie ld  or a top. The company 
c la i med the Subu rban had suff i ­
c ient  power u nder f u l l  l oad to 
c l i m b  any paved road i n  Amel ica. 
Speeds up to 20 mph were said to 
be easy to ach i eve. The dr i v i ng  
range was as  h igh  as  60  mi les per 
d ay .  

BEARCAT ( 1 956) 

Bearcat was an unusua l  l i t t le 
car ,  b u i l t  by the Amer ican Buck­
board Corp .  of Los Ange les .  I t  had 
f ive  wheel s :  the extra one ,  located 
at the rear, was connected by 
cha in  to the rear-mounted two­
cy l i nder eng i ne and served as the 
dr ive whee l .  

Wheel base, exc lud ing  t h e  f i ft h  
whee l ,  was on ly  70 i nches ,  and  the  
ca r  was  j u st 1 20 inches long over­
a l l .  Its fi berg lass sports body was 
formed in one p iece. A c l ai med 50 
mpg was ach ievable by th i s  $ 1 000 
veh ic le .  

BEECHCRAFT 
PLAIN SMAN ( 1 948) 

The Plai n sman was a prototype 
for a possi b le  venture i nto the au­
tomob i le busi ness by the Beech 
A i rcraft Co. of  Wich i ta ,  Kan sas. 
U n i t  construct ion was used wi th  
an a luminum frame and body pan­
e ls .  For  better v is i b i l i ty and en­
try/ex i t ,  the w i ndsh ie ld and door 
open i n g s  were cut  i nto the roof. 

The P la insman 's d r ive system 
was q u ite u northodo x .  A fou r-cyl­
i nder Fran k l i n ai r-cooled eng ine 
was used to dr ive an electr ic gen­
erator which ,  i n  turn ,  drove fou r  
e l ec t r i c  moto rs-o n e  a t  each 
whee l .  A l thoug h  the g as-e lectr ic 
system was never i nsta l led in t h i s  
four-whee l -dr ive car ,  i t  was suc­
cessfu l l y  tested in some m i l i tary 
truc ks .  The P la insman h ad a very 
l arge s i x-passenger body .  R i d i n g  
comfort was enhanced b y  a n  a l l ­
i ndependent su spen sion system 
featu r i ng  a ru bber air bag and an 
a i r- f i l led shock absorber at each 
whee l .  

T h e  p r i ce  w a s  o pt i m i s t i c a l l y  
peg ged a t  $5000, b u t  the car cer­
tai n ly wou ld  have cost more than 
t h at to prod uce. 

BERGERMOBILE ( 1 949) 

Bergermobi le ,  named after i ts 
i nventor Joseph M. Berger,  was a 
prototype b u i l t  by the Berger A i r­
Turb ine Car Co.  of Mount  Vernon, 
New York .  B as ica l ly ,  i t  was a con-



verted Chevrolet .  The eng ine  was 
r e m o v e d  a n d  r e p l  a c e d  b y  a 
30-ga l lon  a i r  tank  and an I n ger­
so l l -Rand a i r  turb ine .  A 24-vo l t  
a i rp l ane-type storage battery sup­
p l ied e lectr ica l  power to dr ive the 
compressed-a i r  turb ine and also 
powered the e lectr ica l  system . A 
s imp le  forward/reverse lever con­
t ro l led both speed and dr ive 
d i rect io n .  

B .  M .  C .  ( 1 952) 

B .  M .  C. Sports got i ts  n ame 
from the Br i t ish M otor Car Co. of 
San Franc i sco ,  wh ich  bu i l t  i t  i n  
1 952. BMCC pres i dent ,  Kj e l l  H .  
Q u ale ,  was one of i ts  des ig ners .  
The veh ic le  h ad no connect ion 
with the B ri t i sh Motor Corpora­
t ion ,  and i n  fact u sed components 
from the rival Rootes G roup  of 
Bri ta i n . The c ar was des igned 
arou n d  the chassis and eng ine  of  
the p roduct ion S inger  1 500. The 
B. M .  C. used a one-piece f i ber­
g l ass body w i th  much d i fferent 
sty l i n g .  however. The p roject was 
t e r m i n at e d  af t e r  o n l y  a few 
months ,  despi te p l ans  to prod uce 
400 u n i ts a year . 

BOBBI-KAR ( 1 945-47) 

S. A .  Wi l l i ams was a shrewd pro­
moter who began as a d i shwasher 
in 1 936 and u l t imately fou nd  pros­
perity in the restau rant bus iness .  
Attracted by a c ar -hungry m arket 
at the end of Wor ld War I I ,  he 
ban k ro l led the Bobbi Motor Car 
Corporation in San Diego. The 

Ca l i fornian 

Convai rcar 

re s u l t i n g  " ae r o - e n g i n e e r e d " 
l i g h twei g h t  was n amed B o b b i ­
K a r ,  after W i l l i ams ' son .  The or i g i ­
n a l  prototype, affect ionately d u b­
bed the " I ron Monster , "  had a 
fou r-cy l i nder ,  25-horsepower rear 
e n g i n e .  T o p  s p e e d  w a s  a n  
unspectac u l ar 55 mi les a n  hour .  
Over a l l  length was 1 32 i n ches;  
wheel base was 80 i nches .  Pro­
jected pr ice for the t i ny  two-pl ace 
roadster was around $500. A p las­
t i c  body and four-wheel i ndepen­
d e n t  " To rs i l ast i c "  su spen s ion  
were pub l i c i zed features.  The  sus­
pension was developed by B. F. 
Goodr ich . I t  u sed the torsion-bar 
p r i nc ip le  w i th rubber bush i n g s  
bo nded t o  steel  at t h e  control 
poi nts .  

Su bseq u e n t  conver t i b l e  and 
stat ion wagon prototypes were 
much l arger than the or i g i n al ,  
a l though  they retai ned the same 
sty l i n g  themes. Length was now 
up  to 1 52 inches and the wheel­
b ase became 92 i n c hes .  Op­
t i m i st i c  advert i s i n g  broc h u res 
showed sketches of other pro­
posed body sty les ;  sedan ,  u rban 
sedan (a wood-bod ied two-door ) ,  
c o u pe ,  a n d  t h e  B o b b i -Wagon  
pac kage c ar (without doors) . The 
g rand plan c al led for produ ct ion 
i n  an u n u sed Consol i d ated Vu l tee 
a i rcraft p lan t .  

Fo l low i n g  invest i gat ions  of h is  
stock-se l l i n g  schemes, reve lat ion  
of h i s  pr i son record,  and a h asty 
move of operat ions to B i rm i n g ­
h a m ,  Al abama, Wi l l iams sold out 
and retu rned to Cal i forn i a. He 

l ater became i nvolved i n  a t  least 
two more automobi le ventu res. 
t h e  T o w n e  S h o p p e r  a n d  t h e  
E l e k t r a k a r .  T h e  B o b b l - K a r  
became the Ke l ler ,  and the story 
cont i n ues under that head i n g .  

BOLIDE ( 1 969- ? )  

Bol ide  c ame from t h e  Bol i de 
M otor Car Corp. of H u nt i n gton , 
New York ,  but  the n ame graced 
two qu ite d i fferent mode ls .  Both 
were bu i l t by And rew J. G r i ff i th . 
J r .  who was assoc i ated ear l i er 
w i th  the Gr i ff i th  operat ion . The f i ­
berg l ass-bod ied Can-Am 2 was 
des ig ned for u se on street or 
t rac k .  It h ad a whee l base of 1 05 
i n c hes,  and u sed a Ford 351 V8 lo­
c ated am idsh i ps .  This model was 
pr i ced at $3500. 

Ano ther  mode l  c a l l ed XJ 002 
was a fou r-whee l -d rive Jeep-style 
two-p assen g e r  sports  ca r .  De­
s igned for on- or off-road use, i t  
w a s  powered b y  a 225 cub ic - i nch 
1 60-bhp V6. 

BOSLEY ( 1 955-66) 

R i c h ard Bosley of  Mentor ,  Oh io  
spent  near ly  t h ree years and 
$9000 bu i ld i n g  h i s  f i rst car ,  the 
Bosley M ark I .  The attractive f i ber­
g l ass-bod ied sports coupe cou ld 
eas i l y  have come from Tor ino .  The 
spec i al l y  bu i l t  frame supported a 
1 952 C h rysler V8 w i th  a C u n n i n g ­
h am i ntake mani fo ld .  With the 225 
ho rsepower produ ced by t h i s  
comb inat ion ,  the car cou ld  reach 
a top speed of 1 60 mph .  With 
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l o n g - d i s t a n c e  r a c e s  I n  m i n d .  
Bosley i n stal led a 55-gal l on fuel 
tan k .  

I n  l ate 1 966, a second c a r  was 
show n ,  the Bosley M ar k  I I  I n ter­
state . Agai n ,  the styl i n g  h ad a d i s­
t i n c t  I t a l i a n f l avor .  T h i s  t i m e .  
power was prov ided b y  a 345-bhp 
Pont iac V8. The f i berg lass body 
rested on a rei nforced Corvette 
chassis w i t h  a 1 02- i nc h whee l ­
base . G as tank  capac i ty was  now 
a mere 35 g al l ons .  

B ROGAN ( 1 946-50) 

B ro g an w as o n e  of seve r a l  
smal l -car  designs  from t h e  B & B 
Spe c i a l t y C o .  o f  R o s s m o y n e ,  
Oh io .  Some models were a lso 
k nown as Brog anette and the 
B & B Three Whee l .  

A th ree-wheeler wi th  a s i ng le  
wheel i n  front .  th is  car h ad a 60-
inch  wheel base . The top of i ts 
w i ndsh ie ld  stood less than fou r  
feet above g rou n d .  Total weight  
was a mere 450 pounds .  I ts  air­
coo led two-cyl i n der eng ine  pro­
duced 1 0  horsepower and was 
rear-mounted . No c l utch was re­
qu i red . M i leage c l aims of 65-70 
mpg were made,  and top speed 
was 45 mph .  The smal ler  Brog an­
ette scored up  to 85 mpg ,  but  i ts 
top speed was scarcely 40 mph .  

By 1 95 1 , the Brog an name was 
ph ased o u t  a n d  con s ide rab le  
c hanges were made to  the  Bro­
g an et te .  I t  was s t i l l  a t h ree­
wheeler ,  but  the lone wheel was 
moved to the rear. Overal l length 
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was now about 1 0  feet . but w idth 
was a narrow 52 i nches. A roof 
was provi ded on the de luxe ver­
s ion of th is  two-seat desi g n .  

W i t h  I t S  ai r-cooled 1 0-bhp Onan 
en g ine and th ree-speed t ransmi s­
s ion .  the Brog anette cou ld reach 
50 mph Fuel consumpt ion was i n  
t h e  55-60 mpg range.  Price was 
$550. 

Some models in 1 947 were ap­
paren t l y  so ld  u n der the  n ame 
B & B Th ree Whee l .  However, not 
more than 30 of them were bu i l t .  

BRYAN ( 1 949-72) 

Leland (Dewey) Bryan , a Gen­
eral Motors Prov ing Grounds em­
ployee, bu i l t  at least th ree f ly ing 
autom ob i les .  Seve ra l  d i f ferent 
names for h i s  veh ic les have been 
reported by the press : Bryan , Bry­
C ar ,  and R o ad a p l an e .  B ryan ' s 
desi gn d i ffered from most others 
by ut i l i z i ng permanent ly attached 
fold i ng  wings rather than detach­
ab le  w i n g s .  The t h i rd vers ion  
(Bryan I I I ,  1 972) had w ings  that 
folded electr ica l ly  i n  35 seconds.  
The un usual craft was l icensed as 
an automobi le  by the state of  
M ich i g an .  A l l  Bryan 's i nvent ions 
used pusher props mou nted at the 
rear of  the fuselage. Max imum 
road speed of  the several versions 
varied from 50 to 70 mph; top a i r  
speed ranged from 60 to  80 mph.  
The second vers ion h ad a 75-
h o rsepower  A-75 C o n t i n e n t a l  
eng ine .  

BUCKAROO ( 1957) 

Buckaroo was bu i l t  in  Cleve­
l a n d ,  O h i o  by an u n i de n t i f i ed 
manufactu rer. I t  was very smal l ,  
and i t s  ai r-cooled eng ine was ca­
pable of provid i ng a top speed of 
only 18 mph. Very l i tt le  e lse i s  
known abou t  t h i s  $400 veh ic le .  

BUCKBOARD (1 956) 

An Ariel "Square-4" motorcyc le 
eng i ne, mounted am idsh i ps on a 
Renau l t  4CV frame, powered th is  
modern cyc le car by Don Bruce of  
Bronx ,  New York .  Bruce f i rst d is­
p layed the car at an auto show in  
Hartford ,  Connect icut ,  and offered 
construct ion plans for do- i t-your­
sei fers .  It is not known i f  he bu i l t  
more than the  one car.  

The unusual body was con­
structed of 3/s- i nch mar ine ply­
wood w i t h  oak st r i n gers and 
mahog any str ips .  The l igh t  weight 
of 738 pounds combi ned with the 
43- (I ater reported as 61 - )  horse­
power en g i ne enabled the Buck­
board to reach speeds i n  excess 
of 90 mph .  It h ad retractable head­
l i g hts control led from the dr iver's 
seat (the r i gh t  head l i gh t  tu rned 
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with the whee ls ) .  The car was 1 43 
inches long overa l l ,  and had a 94-
inch wheel base. 

BUGETTA (c.1968-? )  

Bugetta was made by Bugetta 
I nc .  of Costa Mesa, Cal i forn ia .  I ts 
f i berg l ass body would seat two to 
fou r  passengers. A f iberg lass or 
fabr ic top was avai l able .  I t  was a 
mid-eng i ne desi g n  powered by a 
Ford 302 V8 . Prices started at 
$3695. Some off-road type ve­
h ic les were also made . 

B USHMASTER ( 1968-? )  

B u shmaster was bu i l t by the 
Bushmaster Co. of Aust in ,  Texas. 
Prod uct ion beg an in 1 968 and ap­
parent ly  lasted in to the early '70s. 

CALIFORNIAN ( 1 945-46) 

T h i s  t h ree-w hee ler  was t h e  
predecessor of  t h e  Dav is .  T h e  pro­
totype was bu i l t  by Frank K u rt is .  
A l though i ts s ize and general 
shape were s im i l ar to the Dav is ,  
the Cal i forn i an d i ffered i n  several 
respects. I ts g r i l le was in  front, 
with the head l i g hts mounted be­
h ind it . The Dav is  had h i dden 
l i g hts and no gr i l le .  I t  al so used 
separate rear fenders, wh i le the 
Davis  h ad f lush side panels .  And 
the Cal i forn i an was a convert ib le ;  
the product ion Dav i s  was a h ard­
top.  The Cal iforn i an ' s 58-h orse­
power en g i ne helped i t  reach a 
1 00-m ph hou r top speed wh i le re­
tu rn i ng  40 mpg.  

I n  1 945, pu b l ic i ty referred to 
Warner M anufactur ing  Company 
of G lendale,  Cal i forn i a, but 1 946 
reports ind icated the maker as 
Cal i forn i an M otor Car Company 
of Los Angeles.  

CAN NON (1955) 

Cannon was a product  of Can­
non Eng i neer ing Co. ,  North Hol ly­
wood , Cal i forn i a. Al though it def i ­
n i te ly ex isted, i ts des ign  detai ls  
have been lost to researchers. 

CHADWICK ( 1960) 

Chadwick was an open shopper 
from the Chadwick Eng ineeri ng  
Works, Pottstown,  Pen nsylvan i a. 
A 58- i n c h - w h e e l b ase t u b u l a r 
chassis was used , w i th indepen­
dent suspension at the front  and 
quarter-e l l i pt ic  leaf spri ngs at the 
rear. Four-wheel hyd rau l i c  brakes 
were featu red . A s i ng le-cy l i nder 
1 3-horsepower ai r-cooled BMW 
eng ine was connected to a four­
speed BMW transmi ssion wi th en­
c losed chain d r ive. Overal l length 
was 87 i nches and weight was 
on ly 680 pounds.  Radio,  head-

l ig hts ,  f i xed w indsh ie ld  and top, 
and a speedometer were ava i lable 
as opt ions.  The Chadwick  was 
bu i l t  on ly  in 1 960. 

CHARLES TOWN -ABOUT 
( 1958-59) 

C h ar les  Town-About  was  a 
prod uct of the St inson A i rc raft 
Tool & Eng ineer ing Corporat ion  
of San D iego ,  Ca l i forn ia .  St i n­
son ' s v ice-president ,  Dr .  Ch arles 
H. G raves, was respons ib le for the 
des ign as wel l as the n ame. 

The veh ic le  was an e lectr i c ,  us­
i ng  two 3.2-horsepower motors, 
one for each rear whee l .  A 48-vol t  
e lectr i cal system was used . The 
car had a 77-m i l e  range between 
charges, and a top speed of 58 
mph .  

The Town-About u sed a mod­
i f ied VW Karmann-G h i a  body. Be­
h i nd i ts tubu l ar ,  loop front bumper 
was a dummy g r i l le .  At the back, 
DeSoto fins and tai l l i ghts were 
g rafted on. Su spension w as by 
torsion bars. Despite the heavy 
batter ies,  the car weig hed j ust 90 
p o u n d s  more t han  a s tand ard 
Karmann-G h i a. 

Van-About was Graves ' name 
for h i s  u t i l i ty mode l .  At the back ,  i t  
h a d  a protrud i ng  c argo box ,  l i ke 
the coupe-p ickups of the 1 930s . 
Product ion of both models was 
l i m i ted to 1 958 and 1 959 . 

CHICAGOAN ( 1 952-54) 

The Ch ic ag oan came from Tr i­
p lex Indust r ies Ltd . of  B l ue I s l and, 
I l l i no is .  A two-passenger f i ber­
g l ass sports car, i t  used a s ix-cyl­
i nder Wi l l ys engine.  I t ' s l i ke ly no 
more than 15  cars were bu i l t  from 
1 952 to 1 954, and the name was 
p r o b a b l y  c h a n g e d  t o  T r i p l e x 
around 1 954. 
COLT ( 1 958) 

Accord ing to  one sou rce, the 
Col t  was made  by Col t  M anufac­
tu r i ng  Company of M i lwau kee. 
But a catalog n ames the Colt  M o­
tors Corporation of Boston as the 
maker. A change in  locat ion and 
manufactu rer m ight explain th is  
d i sc repancy .  

The Col t  was a smal l 700-pound 
two-passenger economy mode l .  
I ts s ing le-cyl i nder fou r-cyc le  en­
g i ne was a 23 cub ic- inch Wiscon­
s in  ai r-cooled u n i t  capable of  60 
mpg,  even with automatic t rans­
m iss ion ,  wh ich was standard .  The 
f i berg l ass Colt had a top speed of 
50 mph, and i ts pr ice was $995. 

COMET ( i )  (c .1946-48) 

Comet ( i )  was bu i l t  by General 
Developing Company of R i dge­
wood , New York .  A three-wheeler 

with a tubu l ar frame and pl ast i c  
body, i t  measured on ly  1 1 4 i nches 
in length .  The s ing le  wheel was 
mou nted at the front wh i le the en­
g i ne was located at the rear. With 
a modest 4 .5 horsepower, the 
C omet ' s f u e l  economy was a 
c l aimed 1 00 mpg.  

COMET ( i i )  ( 1 951 -55) 

M icro-m idget race cars were 
the mainstay of Comet M an u ­
factu r i ng  Company's prod uct ion 
i n  the ear ly  '50s. I n  1 95 1 , however, 
it adverti sed a spec i al roadster 
that cou ld  be assembled by the 
buyer, or  bough t  fu l l y  assem bled 
and ready to d r ive. The Sacra­
mento, Cal i forn i a  f i rm c la i med its 
Comet Roadster was the wor ld 's 
lowest-pr iced t ransport at ion ,  and 
cou ld  be d riven for 50 cents a 
week .  The sleek l i t t le open two­
seater c ame equ i pped wi th a 6-
h o rsepower e n g i ne ,  au tomat i c  
d r i v e ,  heavy-du ty  brakes ,  and 
oversize bal l oon t i res. Rat i ngs  of 
60 mpg and 40 mph were touted . 

CONVAIR CAR ( 1 941 -48) 

C o n v a i r c a r ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
spel led ConVai rcar or  ConvAi r­
car, was a car/p l ane made by the 
Conso l i dated-Vu l tee A i rcraft Cor­
porat ion of San Diego.  The pro l i f ic  
Ted Ha l l  headed the Convai rcar 
project after he h ad des ig ned the 
Roadable.  

For road use,  the veh ic le  got i ts 
power from a 26 .5 -horsepower 
Cros ley engine.  I t  had a second 
eng ine  for f ly i n g ,  a 1 90-bhp Ly­
com i n g .  The Convai rcar had a 
fou r-seat f i berg l ass body, w i th  a 
long s lop ing  back and consider­
able rear overhan g .  The ai rframe, 
with i ts 341/2-foot w ing  span , was 
att ached to t h e  roof  at th ree 
po ints .  Portab le al um inum j acks 
supported the ai rframe sect ion 
d u r i ng  attachment .  

The Convaircar had made three 
successfu l  t r ia l  f l i ghts before it 
ran out of fuel and crashed in l ate 
1 947.  Deve lopment  work  con ­
t i nued ,  however, and  by  1 950 the 
car was known as the Hal l F ly ing 
Auto ,  w i th a pr ice tag of $20 ,000. 

CORD ( 1964-66; 1 968-70) 

This mid- '60s rep l icar  rev ived 
one of the al l -t ime g reats: the 
1 936-37 Cord 81 0/81 2 .  It was bu i l t  
by  the  Cord  Automobi le  Co.  o f  
Tu lsa, Ok lahoma (reg istered as  a 
Delaw are corporat ion )  under the 
aeg is  of G lenn Pray, a former 
school teacher. Gordon Buehr ig ,  
who h ad designed the or ig i na l .  
styled the revival  too, and kept its 
l i nes fa i t h fu l to  t h e  o r i g i n al ' s .  
Pray's c ar was about  80 percent of 



the 1 936-37 model i n  s ize, so i t  
was  des i g n ated the Cord 8/1 0 .  

U . S. Ru bber, now U n i royal ,  h ad 
developed a p l ast ic  m ater i al i n  the 
early '60s cal led Royalex, and th i s  
was  chosen for the 8/1 0 body. M ai n ­
tai n i ng trad i t ion ,  t h e  new Cord re­
ta i ned front-wheel d r ive. Power 
came from the Chevrolet Corvair 
a i r-cooled f lat s ix that developed 
1 1 0 horsepower from 1 64 cub ic  
i nches.  

Avai l able only as a two-passen­
g er convert i b le ,  the Cord 8/1 0 was 
pr iced at $4000 i n  1 964 . Th i s  rose 
to near ly $6000 by the t ime p ro­
duct ion  ended i n  1 966. A total of 
91 Cords were b u i l t ,  excl u d i n g  
prototypes. 

Desp i te  severa l  attem pts by 
company pres ident  Wayne M cK i n ­
l e y  t o  keep t h e  f i r m  so lvent ,  the 
Cord Automobi le Company went 
i nto receiversh i p. (G lenn  Pray w as 
n o  longer  part of the org an i zat ion 
by then . )  A bankruptcy sale was 
held i n  M arch 1 967. 

In 1 967-68 , the f irm was owned 
brief ly by E l fman M otors I nc .  of 
Ph i l adel p h i a. Exactly what took 
p l ace du r i ng  that t ime i s  h azy,  
thou g h  i t  seems certa i n no cars 
were produ ced d u r i n g  the El fman 
reg i me.  Then in  1 968 , the car  was 
taken over by the Sports Automo­
b i le M an ufactu r i n g  Company of 
M an nford, O k l ahoma.  

SAM CO,  as the company w as 
more common ly  k nown , produ ced 
a much  d i fferent car than the pre­
v ious  versio n .  S i nce the Corvai r 
was bei n g  phased out ,  a new 
powerplant  was sou g ht and two 
were f i na l l y  adopted . The Ford 
302-c id V8 was selected as the 
stand ard eng ine  and Chrysler 's 
440 M ag n u m  V8 was offered op-

Duesenberg ( i i )  

t iona l ly .  SAMCO phased ou t  Roy­
alex and reverted to convent iona l  
f i ber g l ass body construct ion . The 
sty l i n g  was a lso revi sed . I ts 
retractable head l i g hts were now 
f ixed in the open pos i t ion ,  and 
front-wheel dr ive g ave way to rear 
d r ive.  

Two models  were offered : the 
Warr ior ,  on  a 1 08- i nch wheel base, 
and the Royal , on  a 1 1 3- i  nch 
wheel base. (The ori g i n al Cord 's  
whee l base was 1 25 i nches, and 
that of Pray 's  rev iva l  was 1 00 
i n c h es . )  SAM C O  p r i ces were 
$7300 and up .  Product ion ended 
in the spr i ng  of 1 970. 

CORTEZ (c.1947-c .1950) 

Though  the Cortez does not ap­
pear to h ave reached product ion ,  
t h i s  f u l l -s ize car  was i n tended for 
vol u me sale at $ 1 000 a copy. An 
October 1 950 news c l i pp i n g  i nd i ­
c ated t h at a new $40 m i l l i o n  
corporat ion was t o  i n troduce a 
new l i gh t  car to the pub l i c  " next 
year, prov id i ng  m i l i tary produc­
t ion does not i n terfere . "  The com­
pany ,  Nor th  Amer i can  M otors ,  
I nc . ,  was located i n  Dal l as ,  Long­
view, or Grand Pra ir ie ,  Texas, 
depend i n g  u pon wh ich  report you 
r e a d . P e r h a p s  t h e  c o m p a n y  
moved freq uent ly  du r i ng  i ts short 
l i fe span.  Var ious reports were 
consi stent ,  however, i n  stat i n g  
t h at w e l l - k n o w n  a u t o m o t i v e  
des igner  John Tj aarda (of L in ­
co ln -Zephyr fame) was  i nvolved i n  
t h e  Cortez p roject . A wheel base o f  
1 00 i nches, wei gh t  of about 1 000 
pounds less than a standard car, 
and fuel con su m pt ion  of 45 m i les 
per g al lon  were al l part of  the 
g rand p lan .  

CROFTON ( 1 959-61 ) 

The Crofton , or Crofton B u g ,  
was bu i l t b y  Crofton M ar ine En­
g i ne Company of San Diego.  Crof­
ton acqu i red the r i ghts to the 
Crosley eng ine  after that car went 
out  of product ion . A 35-horse­
power vers ion of t h i s  eng ine  went 
i n to a Jeep-style veh i cle ,  an on- or 
off-road m ac h i ne that wei g hed 
1 1 00 pou nds .  Wheel base was 63 
i nches,  overal l length 1 1 1  i nches.  

Crofton ' s pr ice was $ 1 350, but  
for an extra $450 a " B rawny K i t "  
was  ava i l able .  Th is  cons isted of a 
s ix -speed tran sm ission ,  l i m i ted­
s l i p  d i f f e r e n t i a l ,  c r a s h  p a n ,  
9 . 00 X 1 0  t i res (5 .30 x  1 2 s were 
stan dard ) ,  and deluxe seats. 

Appro x i m ate ly  200 C rofto n s  
were b u i l t  from 1 959 u n t i l  produc­
t ion  term i n ated in  1 961 . 

CR UE-CUT ( 1 966-date ) 

M i ssou r i  (Sugar C reek and Kan­
s a s C i t y )  a n d  l a t e r  K a n s a s  
(G ardner)  h ave been the home for 
hundreds of ha l f-scale cars made 
by Crue-Cut M an ufactu r i ng  Com­
pany s i nce 1 966 . Start i n g  with the 
Ti n L i z z i e  f o r m e r l y  m ade by 
M c Do n o u g h  Power Eq u i pment ,  
I nc . ,  t h i s  f i rm h as added Ford 
Lotus ,  Stutz B u l ldog , GM tou r i ng  
car ,  and  C h rysler rep l icas to  i ts 
l i ne over the years .  The Model T 
roadster a lso provi ded the bas i s  
fo r  a f i re en g i ne version wi th  " real 
wood l adders . "  These " m ag n i fi ­
cent m i n is"  apparent ly  serve wel l 
i n  sales promoti ons ,  fu nd-rai s i ng  
events ,  and  advert i s i n g .  A l l  are 
p o w e r e d  b y  3 - h o r s e p o w e r  
en g i nes that can take them u p  to 
1 2  mph .  

Edwards (hardtop prototype) EI Morocco 
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CUB STER ( 1 949) 
Osborn  Whee l  C o m p a n y  of  

Doylestown ,  Pen nsylvan ia  wasn ' t  
content to sel l  j ust whee ls .  I n  
1 946, you cou ld  buy i ts  M odel A 
racer c h a ss i s  (w i t h  a 1 2 - i n c h  
stee r i n g  w h e e l  a n d  1 0  x 0 . 1 75 
G oodyear sem i -p neumat ic t i res) 
moun ted o n ,  of cou rse, Osborn 
bal l -bear i ng  stee l whee ls .  Cus­
tomers added a body and en g i ne 
to su i t .  I n  1 949, the M odel D 
chass i s  was ava i l ab le  for $299 . 50, 
c o m p l ete w i th 6 . 6-ho rsepower 
eng ine ,  or $ 1 59 . 50 w i thout  eng i ne .  
Osborn now offered a k i t  for  i ts  
Cu bster body that f i t  n icely on the 
M odel D chassi s .  Company adver­
t i s i ng  made no ment ion of what 
materia l  was u sed for the body, 
but it was a 1 1 8- i nch long ,  two­
passenger ("any age")  roadster of 
modern fenderless sty le .  The ads 
did c la im  35 mph was attai n ab le. 

C U N N I NGHAM ( 1 953-55) 

M any car enthus iasts d ream of 
b u i l d i n g  the i r  own automobi les.  
Wealthy sportsm an B r i ggs  Swift 
C u n n i ng h am d i d  j ust that from 
1 95 1  to 1 955, produc i ng  the fast­
est cars in Amer ica  and very 
near ly w i n n i n g  Le M ans  wi th  one 
of them. The prototype of the se­
ries w as the 1 95 1  C- 1 , wh ich rode 
a 1 05- i nch wheel base. Beauti f u l ly 
sty led by C u n n i n gh am and h i s  
team , i t  was f u l l y  i nstru mented 
and sumptuous ly  upho lstered wi th  
leather over comfortable bucket 
seats. The C-2R series fo l lowed, 
us i ng  both open and c losed body 
styles. Both series were powered 
by the Chrysler hem i -head V8 , 
wh ich  produced 1 80 horsepower 
in stock form. C u n n i n g h am got  

E lectric  Shopper Eshel man Sportabout 
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much more out of i t  than that: as 
much as 300 bhp. The C-2Rs 
fai led at Le M ans I n  1 951 , how­
eve r. 

T h e  C - 3 of 1 9 5 3 - 5 5  w a s  
Cunn i ng ham 's " product ion" car. 
This $1 0,000 g rand tou rer used its 
predecessors' tubu lar frame and 
r a c e - p r o v e n  s u s p e n s i o n . I t s  
coupe body was styled by G io­
van n i  M ichelott i ,  then a designer 
w i th the V ig nale coach bu i l d i ng  
f i rm o f  I ta ly .  

Back at  Le M ans for 1 952, Cun­
n i ngham entered three copies of 
h i s  new C-4R . L ig hter than the 
C-2R by 1 000 pounds,  i t  rode a 
1 00- i n ch  w h e e l base  a n d  was  
powered by  a 325-bhp Hem i .  Two 
of the th ree cars entered eventu­
a l ly dropped out ,  but Cunn ingham 
h i msel f  drove the th i rd  to a fourth­
p lace overal l f i n ish .  I n  1 953, two 
of the C-4Rs were back ,  along 
with the new C-5R. The l atter was 
an ag g ress ive- l oo k i n g  roadster 
w i t h  t o rs i o n - b a r  s u s p e n s i o n ,  
Hal l i brand knock-off wheels ,  and 
A I - F i n  1 7- i nch -d i ameter  brake 
d ru ms. I t  was t imed at  1 56 mph.  
The two C-4Rs p laced seventh 
and tenth . 

Cunn i n g ham raced a Ferrari i n  
1 954 wh i le  h i s  C-6R was being  
bu i l t .  I ts debut the  fo l lowing year 
was ant i c l i m act ic .  Powered by a 
3- l i te r  Offen hauser  e n g i ne ,  i t  
l acked suff ic ient endurance for 
the 24- hour race, and Cunn ing­
ham d id  not  fi n ish .  After that, he 
qu i t  desi g n i n g  and campa ign ing  
h i s  own race cars.  

CURTISS-WRIGHT AIR­
CAR ( 1959-60) 

Cu rtiss-Wright i ntroduced the i r  
own c a r  i n  1 959 , a n d  i t  was u n l i ke 
any other .  Th i s  one h ad n o  
wheels .  The A i r-Car traveled o n  a 
c u s h i o n  of low-pressu re,  low­
veloc i ty a i r  at a he ight of 6 to 12 
i nches over land ,  water, swamps, 
or mud. Production of the 300-
horsepower Model 2500 A i r-Car 
w as sc hedu led for Nove m be r ,  
1 959 i n  South Bend, I nd iana .  The 
odd-look i n g ,  fou r-passenger veh i ­
c l e  was said to have a top speed of 
about 60 mph . A January 1 960 
press photo showed an A i r-Car on 
d i sp lay i n  New York 's Rockefel ler 
P laza  w ith the capt ion stat i ng  pro­
duct ion was then underway. How 
m an y  w e re prod u c e d  i s  n ot 
known.  Other versions p lan ned 
were an A i r- Bus and Ai r-Car p ick­
u ps and trucks.  

CUSHMAN ( 1 945-date) 

Cushman was a Shopper-type 
car from Cush man Motor Works 
I nc .  of L inco l n ,  Nebraska. Cush-
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man is best known for its motor 
scooters and golf carts, but i t  has 
m ade some car- l i k e run abouts  
over the years. With a low-power, 
one-c y l i n der  a i r -cooled e n g i n e, 
the Cushman is  smal l and very eco­
n o m i c al . E lect r i c  mode l s h ave 
a lso been occas ional ly  avai l ab le .  
Around 1 969, the Town & Fai rway 
model was offered . I t  cou ld  be 
converted from a fou r-passenger 
m i n icar to a go l f  cart or carry-al l .  

CUSTER ( 1 959-60) 

The Custer Spec i a l ty Company 
of Dayton,  Oh io  entered the auto­
mob i le  bus i ness ear l ier than most. 
Custer had bu i l t  an e lectr ic  car i n  
1 898 o r  1 899. I t  ag a in  offered cars 
from 1 920 to 1 946, and in 1 959 
made another try at the bus iness. 

This l atest effort was a two-pas­
senger " buckboard" veh ic le ,  wi th 
e i ther a Custer Spec i al e lectr ic 
motor,  or a 6-horsepower fou r-cy­
c le  g aso l i ne eng i ne. The electr ic 
motor had two forward and two re­
verse speeds, and g ave a top 
speed of 18 mph. The g as model 
cou ld  reach 40 mph. Wheel base of 
either model was 70 i nches, and 
overal l length was 93 i nches. Cus­
ter left the automobi le  bus i ness 
permanently i n  1 960 . 

DARRIN ( 1 946-47) 

A prewar des igner of custom 
coachwork,  Howard A. " Dutch" 
Darr in made a b id for the volume 
m arket with an i n tr i g u i n g  convert­
i b le in 1 946 . One of the f i rst cars 
des ig ned expressly  for f i berg lass 
body construct ion ,  th is  f ive-seater 
was vague ly  rem i n i scent of Dar­
r i n 's styl i n g  for the product ion 
1 947 Ka iser and Frazer :  the g ri l le 
was hor izontal l i ke the Frazer' s,  
and the overal l look was rounded 
with s lab sides.  But there the s im i ­
lar i t ies ended : mechan ica l ly ,  the 
Darr in  was u n ique .  An e l aborate 
hyd rau l ic  system prov ided power 
for the  car ' s convert i b l e  top ,  
power front seat, four-wheel j ack­
i n g  system ,  and  hood-ra i s i n g  
mechan ism.  The Darr in 's hood 
and front fenders p ivoted up as a 
un i t  to expose the ent i re eng i ne 
and front suspen s ion .  The rectan­
g u l ar frame was of box-section 
stee l .  Wheelbase was 1 1 5  i nches, 
overal l length 1 85 i nches. Power 
was der ived from a 1 OO-bhp Kaiser 
six of 226 cubic i nches. 

Darrin hoped to bu i l d  up to 
30,000 of these cars a year .  After 
construct i ng  a run n i n g  prototype, 
he attempted to i nterest fi nanc ial 
backers i n  product ion.  The most 
prom is ing  opportun i ty appeared 
in the form of Lehman Brothers, 
the New York f i nanc ial house,  
wh ich had s imu ltaneous ly  been 

approached by Kaiser i nterests to 
hel p u nderwr i te K-F .  Poss i b ly be­
cause of Leh man 's i n ab i l i ty to 
reach a deal w i th Kaiser and be­
cause of Darrin ' s assoc i at ion wi th 
K-F, ne i ther arrangement ever 
mate r ia l i zed .  

DAVIS ( 1 947-49) 

The Dav i s  is perhaps the best­
k n o w n  p o s t w a r  t h ree - w h ee l e r  
m ade i n  the U . S. Its maker was the 
Dav is  Motor Co. of Van Nuys, Cal­
i forn ia ,  headed by G lenn Gordon 
" G ary" Dav is .  I t  is said his i dea for 
a "tr i cyc le"  car came from none 
other than Howard Hughes. 

A seven -passenger sedan and 
an 1 1 -passenger stat ion wagon 
were p l an ned, but only a four­
p lace, s ing le-seat coupe was ac­
tual ly  bu i l t .  I ts 64- inch bench seat 
was supposed to ho ld  four 
peop l e .  

The body c o n s i sted o f  n i ne 
a l um inum panels ,  each attached 
by tw ist bolts for easy removal or 
replacement .  The metal  top was 
detac h a b l e .  Doors opened by 
means of external push buttons i n ­
stead of  convent ional  hand les .  
Sty l i n g  was s imple and sleek .  A 
s i n g le wheel was mounted at the 
front ,  the prow was qu i te po in ted,  
and the head l i g hts were h idden . 

A Conti nental  eng ine  was used 
in the f i rst few cars bu i l t ,  but  most 
h ad a fou r-cy l i nder, 1 33 cub ic­
i n c h  60 - h o rs e p o w e r  H e rc u l es 
u n i t .  A top speed of 1 1 6 mph was 
c l ai med . I f  true, that wou ld  m ake 
the Dav is  the fastest U.S. car of 
1 947. 

The Dav is  was in tended to se l l  
for $995, a n d  production o f  40 ,000 
u n its was anti c i pated for 1 949 . Ac­
tua l ly ,  j ust 1 7  cars were com­
pleted , a l l  prototypes, which were 
never formal ly so ld .  G ary Dav i s  
was convicted of fraud i n  t h e  f i ­
nanc ing o f  h i s  f i rm ,  though he  
c l ai med i nnocence. 
DA VTON A  ( 1956) 

Daytona was m ade by Randal l  
Products of H ampton ,  New H amp­
sh i re .  Pri ced at $495, th is  was the 
r ich-man 's version of the Auto 
C u b. The Daytona was b igger, 
heav ier ,  and more su bstant i al .  I t  
was 72 i nches long and weig hed 
235 pou nds .  A steel chassis was 
used for th is  two-passenger run­
about .  U n u s u a l l y ,  body pane l s  
were m ade o f  Formica. A rear­
mounted 2-horsepower Br iggs  & 
Stratton eng ine  g ave the car a top 
speed of 1 8  mph and fuel econ ­
o m y  of 7 5  mpg .  

DEBONNAIRE ( 1 955) 

A l t h o u g h  c o n t e m po rary  ac­
counts o f  the  Debonnai re i n d i -

cated i t  was ava i l ab le w i t h  top for 
about $ 1 800, i t  is unc lear whether 
th i s  was a complete car or j ust a 
body k i t  ready to mount  on the 
chassis of your choice. I t  i s  c lear, 
however, that the f iberg l ass body 
was designed for the 1 941 -48 Ford 
p l atform . Rep lac Corporat ion of 
Euc l id ,  Oh io  was the maker .  

DELCAR ( 1 947-49) 

Delcar was produced by Amer i ­
can Motors Inc .  of Troy, New York .  
The  company's n ame is  co inc i ­
dental ly  si m i l ar to  that o f  the  Wis­
consin automaker formed by the 
NashlHudson merger a few years 
l ater. 

Delcars were bu i l t from 1 947 to 
1 949. Most were smal l de l i very 
trucks,  but at least one stat ion 
wagon was bu i l t .  I t  was a very 
boxy veh ic le  w i th  no hood . The 
f ron t -mou nted fou r-cy l i nde r  e n ­
g i ne was s i tuated u nder t h e  front 
f loor .  The stat i o n  wagon  w as 
roomy enoug h  for s i x  people, yet i t  
h ad a very short  60- i nch wheel­
base, a 1 02-i nch overal l length ,  
and stood 78 i nches tal l .  

DEL M A R  ( 1949) 

Del Mar Motors I nc .  of San 
D i e g o  comp leted o n l y  a few 
p ro to ty pes  of a n e at - l oo k i n g  
skJbcompact. The eng ine w as a 
four-cyl i nder, 1 60 cubic- inch ,  63-
horsepower Cont i nental . With its 
th ree-speed Warner transmiss ion ,  
80 mph was poss ib le .  Fuel con­
sumpt ion  was as h igh as 30 mpg.  
Wheel bases var ied between 1 00 
and 1 04 i nches.  The su spension 
used Ford transverse leaf spr i ngs  
front and rear, although some 
examples had semi -e l l i pt ic rear 
spri ngs .  Monroe a i rcraft-type ru b­
ber-f i l led shock absorbers were 
i n sta l led .  

The body was a com b i n at ion  of 
a lu m i n u m ,  p last i c ,  and stee l .  Styl ­
i n g  w as not u n l i ke that of the Brit­
i sh H i l lm an i ntroduced at about 
the same t ime .  The Del M ar 's  pro­
jected pr ice was around $ 1 200, 
and produ ct ion of two-door se­
d ans ,  bus i ness cou pes, and con­
vert i b les was p lan ned at the rate 
of 600 per d ay .  

DEVIN ( 1957-64) 

B i l l  Devi n  owned Dev i n  M otors 
in Los Angeles,  Ca l i forn i a  where 
he and partner Ernie McAfee so ld  
exot i c  cars l i ke Si atas and Fer­
raris to wealthy racers. Dev in  
received a part icu lar ly  pretty Er­
m i n i  1 1 00 that he so ld  to racer 
J i m  Orr. But before he d id ,  he 
m ade a f i berg l ass mold  of the Er­
m i n i ' s al u m i n u m  Scag l i ett i  body. 
Dev in  then i nvented a system of 



modu lar molds that wou ld  enable 
h im to a l ter  the d i mens ions of the 
Scag l iett i desi g n  to f i t  a w ide 
var iety of ch assi s  and d rivetrai ns .  

Soon after Dev i n  got i n to the k i t ­
c ar bus iness, he rece ived an i n ­
t r i g u i ng order from an  I r ish eng i ­
neer n amed M alcolm M acGregor .  
M acG reg or wanted a body k i t  to f i t  
a ch ass i s  he was bu i l d i ng  around 
the Corvette V8. 

M acG regor' s chass is  was state­
of- the-art in 1 957. Steel tu b i n g ,  
th ree i nc hes i n  d i ameter, was 
formed i n to a l ad der-type frame 
w i th t ubu l ar loops at the cowl and 
beh i n d  the seats. Rear suspension 
was fu l ly  i ndependent ,  i n c l u d i n g  
De D i o n  tube,  co i l  spr i n g s, d u al 
paral le l  t ra i l i ng arms, and huge  
1 1 - i nch  G i r l i n g  d i sc brakes 
mou n ted i n board next to the d i f­
ferent i a l . At the front were paral le l  
A-arms w i th  co i l  spr i ngs  and tubu­
l ar shock absorbers, a long wi th  
another  pai r of G i r l i n g  d i scs .  The 
Dev i n  chass is  was one of the fi rst 
to offer a l l - i ndependent su spen­
sion and fou r-wheel d i sc brakes . 

Ro l l i ng  ch assi s were sh i pped to 
EI Mon te,  Cal i forn ia  where Dev in  
and h i s  crew completed assembly .  
A stock Corvette 283-c id  V8,  f i tted 
w i th  a spec i al low-prof i le  m an i fo ld  
and carbu retor so  i t  wou ld  f i t  
under  the low hood ,  was bolted in  
a long wi th  the Corvette' s Borg­
Warner T- 1 0  four-speed transm is­
s ion .  The resu l t  was du bbed Dev i n  
SS. I t  cou ld  run  0 t o  60 m p h  i n  4.8 
seconds,  and 0 to 1 00 i n  1 2  sec­
onds .  Top speed was over 1 40 
mph .  

Yet the cars d id n 't sel l .  Pro­
duct ion  lasted from ear ly 1 958 
th ro u g h  the end of '61 , d u r i n g  
w h i c h  t i m e  exactly 1 5  were so ld .  

Dev i n  h ad other  i rons in  the f i re. 

Ferrer G T  

F i tch Sprint ( a n d  John F i tch ) 

I n  1 959, h e  restyled h i s  or i g i n al 
body ,  g iv i n g  it a h i g h  trunk  i n to 
wh ich  a Vo lkswagen eng i ne  f i t  
l i ke hand i n  g love. He bu i l t  a 
frame of squ are t ub i ng  and 
bonded i t  to a f i berg l ass under­
tray . T h i s  was p l an ned to take 
stock VW suspens ion com po­
nents .  The i n ter ior  was f i tted w i th  
bucket seats. The car ,  cal led the  
Dev i n  0 ,  was avai l able as  a k i t  for 
on ly  $ 1 495 or complete ly assem­
bled for  j u st $2950. I t  was pretty, 
rel i ab le , and surpr is i ng l y  soph i st i ­
cated .  Hundreds were so ld  a long 
w i th a der ivat ive Dev i n  C-the 
same chass is  but  with a Chevy 
Corva i r  powerp lant .  

U n fo rt u n ate l y  for  Dev i n ,  t h at 
smooth, Scag l i et t i -styled body for 
wh ich  h i s  c ars were famous h ad 
come to look o ld -fash ioned by the 
m id- 1 960s. H is  k i ts  h ad been fai r ly  
prof i table i n  the i r  d ay,  but  the SS, 
C, and 0 were too cost l y  to pro­
duce for the i r  l i m i ted m arket .  
Eventua l ly ,  Dev in  got out  of the 
car bus i ness complete ly .  

DIEH LMOBILE ( 1 962-64) 
The Dieh lmob i le t hree-wheeler 

w as m ade  by the H .  l .  Diehl  Co.  of 
South  W i l l i n g ton ,  Con nect icut .  I ts 
u n ique feat u re was that it cou l d  be 
fo lded up f lat ,  and f i t  i n to the t ru n k  
o f  a normal  car .  Wi th  w i re whee l s 
and 3-horsepower B r i ggs  & Strat­
t o n  e n g i n e ,  i t  we i g h ed  2 2 5  
p o u n d s .  I t s  p r i c e w a s  o n l y  
$299 .50. 

DIE VALK YRIE ( 1 952) 
In 1 952, Brooks Stevens was 

c o m m i ss ioned  by a C l evel an d 
synd icate to create a low-vo l u me,  
spec i al -order car on a contempo­
rary Cad i l l ac c h assi s .  The Die 
Val kyr ie show prototype, bu i l t  by 
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the Spohn bodyworks of Ravens­
burg ,  West Germany,  was the re­
su l t .  It created some i n terest at 
that year ' s Par i s  Auto Sal o n ,  but 
product ion  did not mater i al i ze .  

Stevens emphasi zed the  car 's  
V8 power by a st rong "V"  frontal 
mot i f .  The long-hood/short-deck 
body confi g u rat ion  pref i g u red that 
of severa l  fort h c o m i n g l u x u ry 
cars ,  no tab ly  t h e  C o n t i n e n t a l  
M ark I I .  D i e  Valkyr ie a lso ev i ­
den ced Stevens ' f i rst use o f  what 
he ca l led the "Wash i n gton coach 
door l i n e . "  Th i s  a l lowed rear seat 
entry and ex i t  in a two-door w i th ­
out  mater i a l l y  d i st urb i ng  the front 
passengers .  T h i s  featu re l ater ap­
peared on the G ayl ord . 

DOUGHERTY ( 1 955-56) 
Dou g herty was made by Frazer 

Doug herty of S i erra M ad re, Ca l i ­
forn i a  i n  1 9 55 a n d  1 9 56 . N o  
i n format ion about i t s  des i g n  i s  
avai lab le .  
D OW ELECTRIC ( 1 960) 

Dow Electr ic came from the 
Dow Test i n g  Laboratory I n c .  of 
Detroi t .  I t ' s poss ib le  t h i s  i s  an­
other n ame for a car cal led the 
D .T .l .  m ade by Detro i t  Test i n g  
Laboratory I n c .  a t  about t h e  same 
t ime .  

Dou g l as Dow , former research 
ch ie f  of the Detro i t  Ed i son Co . ,  de­
s ig ned th i s  two-passenger  e lec­
t r i c .  Two 0 .3-horsepower motors 
were u sed.  Power came from three 
1 2-vo l t  and four 2-vo l t  batter ies .  
Top speed was about 1 5  to 20 mph 
and the range was 30 m i les .  Oper­
at i n g  costs of '/4 cent to '/2 cent per 
m i l e were c l a i med , Rear d i sc 
brakes were a featu re of t h i s  447 
poun d ,  74- inch- long  veh ic le .  

Dow tr ied to get h is  e lectr ic car 
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prod uced but cou ldn 't f i nd  a com­
pany w i l l i n g  to take i t  on .  I f  i t  had 
been prod uced, the Dow car was 
expected to se l l  for arou n d  $500 to 
$800. 
DUAL-GHIA (1 956-61 ) 

Most exot ic cars are the prod­
ucts of a S i ng le  i mag i n at ive i n ­
d iv i d u al . T h e  Dua l - G h i a  produced 
by Dual Motors Corp . ,  Detro i t ,  
M i ch igan  was no except ion .  In  
th is  case, the i nd iv idual was 
Eugene Casaro l l ,  owner of Auto­
mob i l e  Sh i ppers, I n c . ,  a Detro i t  
truck i n g  f i rm .  

I n  1 952,  C h rysler sty l i st V i rg i l  
Exner  h ad teamed up wi th  G h i a  
coachworks i n  I ta ly t o  prod uce 
the Dodge Fi rearrow . Whe n 
Dodge Div is ion presi dent Wi l l i am 
Newberg annou nced the Fi re­
ar row wou ldn ' t be p rod uced , 
Casaro l l  approached h i m  for the 
des i g n r i gh ts .  Casaro l l  recru i ted 
des i g ner Paul  Farrag o to work 
w i th G h i a .  

T h e  product ion  c a r  d i d  not 
emerge u n t i l  m id - 1 956. By then , 
i ts  name w as Dual-G h i a, and i t  
featu red t h e  fadd i sh wraparound 
w i ndsh ie ld  o f  '56 Ch rysler p rod­
u ct ion  mode ls .  Pr ice was $7650. It 
w as avai l able w i t h  two eng i nes . 
Stand ard was the 230 horsepower,  
31 5-c i d  Dodge Red Ram V8 . Op­
t i o n al at $ 1 00 extra was a 260- bhp 
eng ine  i n  0-500 tune .  A " Stage 2" 
Firebomb eng ine  cou ld  a lso be or ­
dered wi th  285 bh p .  PowerFl i te 
automat ic  transm i ss ion w i th  f loor­
sh i ft was standard equ i pment ,  
coup led to a " performance" 
3.54 : 1  ax le rat io .  Power steer ing  
and brakes were opt ional . The 
suspension was set u p  for stab le  
h and l i n g. The c hass is ,  a stock 
Dodge mod i f ied by G h i a's ch ief 

Gaylord ( Brooks Stevens at wheel ) 
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eng i neer G iovan n i  Savonuzz i ,  
measu red 1 1 5 I nches I n  whee l ­
base and had a " step-down " f loor 
l i ke  that of the Hudson Hornet .  To 
hold costs down , the stock 
chass I s  was sent to Tu r i n ,  where it 
was modi f ied and the smooth 
sports-car body f i tted to it .  Each 
part i a l l y f i n i shed car was sh i pped 
back to Det ro i t  for i nstal lat ion of 
eng ine ,  transmiss ion ,  and i n ter ior 
t r im .  

Unfortunately ,  Casaro l l  was un­
ab le  to  produce more than a frac­
t ion of h i s  p lan ned output .  Be­
tween 1 956 and '58 , h i s  factory 
tu rned out on ly  1 1 7 cars- l 02 
convert i b les,  two spec ial hard­
tops, and 1 3  var ious prototypes. 
The problem wasn ' t  l ack  of or­
ders;  the real hang-up was the 
t ime it  took to put the cars to­
gether. Casaro l l  was also not 
charg i n g  enough to cover costs, 
Dual Motors was now faced w i th 
the choice of b u i l d i n g  a new 
model or g iv i ng  up .  

I ts dec i s ion appeared i n  Au gust 
1 960, the new and beaut i fu l  L6 .4 .  I t  
had a smooth dec k ,  sem i -out­
r igger tai l l i gh ts ,  and a neat c rease 
along the bodysi des. The g r i l le ,  
def i ned by a strong hood bu lge, 
reta ined a resemblance to pre­
v ious models wi th a rou nded,  
ob long shape and s i ng le hor izon­
tal  bar .  The roofl i ne  was sem i ­
fastbac k ;  the g l ass beg an j u st be­
h i nd the C-p i l l ar and tapered 
c lean l y  i n to the dec k .  

Lac k i n g  a stock p latform to 
work w i th ,  G h i a  was forced to 
des ign  the L6 .4 's chass i s  from 
scratch .  Wheelbase was 1 1 5 
i nches as before, but  overa l l  
length  g rew by seven i nches to  
2 10 .  U n l i k e  the f i rst-generat ion D­
Gs ,  wh ich used body parts from 
every Ch rysler d iv i s ion ,  the L6 .4 
was made up of few stock compo­
nents .  A Chrysler convert i b le 
w i ndsh ie ld was the most obv ious .  
U l t i mate ly ,  the L6.4 l i sted at 
$ 1 3,000 i n  I ta ly ,  or $ 1 5,000 f .o .b .  
Det ro i t .  By 1 960, Chrysler had 
abandoned i ts hemi -head V8, so 
C asaro l l  sw i tched to the 383-c i d  
wedge-head eng i ne with 325 bhp.  
No performance opt ions were 
ava i l ab le .  The chass is  was more 
soft ly  sprung than the prev ious 
Dual-G h i a. 

On ly  26 L6 .4s were b u i l t  be­
tween 1 96 1  and '63. After that,  
Dual  Motors col l apsed. Casaro l l  
d ied i n  the l ate '60s, leav i n g  a 
p lanned th i rd-g enerat ion Dual­
Ghia st i l l born . 

DUESENBERG ( i )  ( 1959) 

Duesenberg ( i )  was a hybr id 
bu i l t  by M i ke Kol l i ns of Detroi t .  
Based on a 1 950 Pack ard chass is ,  
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i t  was powered by the famous 
Duesen berg s t ra i g h t  e i g h t ,  re­
bored to y ie ld  a d i sp lacement of  
435 cub ic  i nches and 400 horse­
power. The stee l and al u m i n u m  
roadster body was hand -formed . 
On ly  one example i s  bel i eved to 
have been bu i l t .  

DUESENBERG (i i )  ( 1966) 

Duesenberg ( i i )  was one of sev­
eral attempts m ade in the '60s to 
rev ive famous namepl ates of the 
past . The Duesenberg Corp. of I n ­
d i anapo l i s  was formed with Fred 
" Fr i tz" Duesenberg as chai rman 
of the board . Fr itz was the son of 
Aug ust and a nephew of Fred , the 
famous brothers who bui I t  the 
or ig i na l  Duesenbergs .  

The  rev ived Duesen berg was 
not a rep l ica of the c lass ic 1 930s 
mode l ,  but rather an al l -new su­
per- l u x u ry sedan-a l at ter -day 
Dues ie  i n  the modern i d iom .  I ts 
sty l i n g  was the work of V i rg i l  Ex­
ner ,  former sty l i n g  ch ief at C h rys­
ler Corp. The body was made by 
G h i a  in I ta ly .  

Natural l y ,  i t  had to be b ig .  The 
wheel base was 1 371/2 i nches, and 
overa l l  length was 245 i nches.  That 
was a ha l f  an i nch more than a 
contemporary Cad i l lac l i mous ine .  
Leg room was a generous 421/2 
i nches i n  fron t ,  and 44 i nches i n  
bac k .  The hood was a m assive 80 
i nches long . Under it was a 440 
c u b i c - i n c h ,  4 2 5 - h o r s e p o w e r  
Chrys ler  V8. 

Pro d u c t i o n  never p rog ressed 
beyond one prototype. But  the 
Duesen berg ' s general desi g n  was 
adopted i n  1 970 for a s i m i l ar Stu tz 
revival , wh ich cont i n ues i n  pro­
d uct ion today. 

DYN AMO JR .  ( 1 959) 

Dyn amo Jr. was an electr ic from 
Dyn amo Electr ic  Co. of Los Ange­
les .  I t  was l i t t le more than a f i ber­
g l ass-bod ied go l f  and shoppi n g  
cart .  

EDWARDS ( 1 949-55 ) 
Sterl i n g  H .  Edwards bu i l t th i s  

ca r  under the auspices o f  h i s  Ed­
wards Eng ineer ing  Co . ,  in South 
San Franc i sco, Cal iforn i a. The 
f i rst Edwards Spec ia l  appeared i n  
1 949 as  a fou r-seat convert i b le 
wi th hardtop and w indsh ie ld  that 
could be qu ick l y  removed for 
rac i ng .  

Edwards '  " product ion"  car ,  the 
America,  was annou nced in l ate 
1953 . A s lab- s ided ,  good- look i n g  
four-seat convert ib le ,  i t  had a 
large rectangu lar  eggcrate g r i l l e  
a n d  1952 Mercu ry tai l l i g hts. 
G reater r i g id i ty was provided by a 
Mercu ry stat ion wagon chassi s ,  

sect i oned to a wheel base of 1 07 
I nches. 

By 1 955, an Edwards cost over 
$7800 . A l l  mode ls  came standard 
w i th e lectr ic w indow l i fts ,  Hydra­
Mat ic  transmiss ion ,  and Ke lsey­
Hayes wire whee l s. The h i g h  pr ice 
kept demand extremely low.  

ELECTRA KING ( 1 961 -date) 

Electra K i n g  is made by the 
B & Z Electr ic Car Co.  in Long 
Beac h ,  C al i forn i a. The f i rm was 
founded by Messrs. B i l l ard and 
Zarpe in 1 961 . Zarpe w i thdrew 
short l y  after the company was 
fou nded, w h i le B i l l ard so ld  out i n  
1 972 becau se o f  poor heal th .  The 
present owner is Robert E .  Mc­
Coy ,  who has a backg round in  
e lectr ical  eng i neer i ng .  

Or ig i na l ly ,  a 1 -horsepower DC 
e lectr ic motor was u sed and g ave 
the car a 45-m i l e  ran ge .  A modest 
cru i s i n g  speed of 1 8  mph was ad­
vert i sed.  Usua l l y ,  five 6-vo l t  bat­
ter ies were prov ided,  but some ex­
amples h ad 24- , 30- , and 36-vol t  
e lectr ical  systems .  A two-passen­
ger car on ly  88 i nches long ,  the 
E l ec t ra  K i n g  i s  av a i l ab l e  w i th 
e i ther th ree or fou r  whee ls .  The 
s i n g l e  wheel is at the front of the 
t r i c y c l e  m o d e l .  T i  re s i z e i s  
4 .00 x 8. W i th  a f i berg l ass top,  to­
ta l  weigh t  is on ly  675 pounds .  The 
i n terior  is carpeted ,  as is the 
seven cub ic-foot t ru n k .  

Electra K i n g  rema ins  i n  prod uc­
t ion w i th cho ice of four motors, 
ran g i n g  from 1 to 3.5 horsepower. 
Several types of battery packs  are 
a lso offered , so performance and 
ran ge  vary depen d i n g  on the  
motorlbattery selectio n .  Speeds 
run from 1 6  to 29 mph,  and range 
f rom 18 to  36 mi  les between 
ch arges. 

Sty l i n g  has not changed g reat l y  
over the years, but pr ices have 
r i sen .  The 1 974 mode l s  so ld for 
$2270 to $2900. 

ELECTRICAR ( 1950-c.1966) 

E l ectr i c a r  w as m ade  by t h e  
B o u l evard M ac h i n e  W o r k s  o f  
North  Ho l l ywood , Cal i forn i a . Es­
tabl i shed in 1 949 , t h i s  f i rm m ade a 
veh i c l e  k n own by i t s  i n i t i a l s ,  
B . M . W .  B u t  i n  1 950, t h e  f i rm 
moved to North  H o l l ywood , and i ts 
product was ren amed E lectr icar .  
Three models were annou nced, 
each a smal l  open run about .  

The Bou levard model was a 
two-seater, 1 06 i nches long .  I t  had 
f o u r  1/s- h o r s e p o w e r  e l e c t r i c  
motors,  one to d r ive each wheel . 
The C u t i e ,  a s i n g le - passe n g e r  
vers ion ,  had two such motors, one 
d r i v i ng  a f ront  wheel  and the other 
a rear whee l .  I ts top speed was 25 
mph .  The Cut ie  J u n ior  had j u st 

one motor, and i ts top speed was 
on ly  1 0  mph .  

How long product ion cont i n ued 
i s  uncerta i n .  There were reports of 
a 1 966 model that cou Id  reach 70 
mph .  

ELECTRIC SHOPPER 
(c.1956-?)  

M ade b y  t h e  E lectr ic C a r  Co .  of 
Long  Beach ,  Ca l i forn i a , t h i s  veh i ­
c l e  was j u st what i t s  name im­
p l i ed :  an e lect r i c a l l y  powered 
shopping car .  I ts  l i fespan i s  open 
to quest i on ,  however. One sou rce 
says the car was bu i l t from about 
1 960 to 1 973, w h i le another l i sts 
the per iod as 1 956 to 1 962. Al l  
agree that i t  was a f i berg l ass 
th ree-wheeler, 86 i nches long on 
a wheel base of 6 1  i nches. The 
pr ice was $945, al though a metal­
bod ied model was also so ld  for 
$750 . The motor was a 24-vo l t  DC 
ser ies-wou nd  u n i t ,  rated at j ust  1 .5 
horsepower. The car cou l d  reach 
speed s up to 1 8  mph in e i ther for­
ward or reverse. Range was 30-35 
m i les between charges.  

ELECTRO MASTER 
( 1 962-?)  

Electro M aster, from Nepa M an­
u factu r i ng  Co .  of  Pasadena,  was 
an electr ic shoppi ng car w i th a 
f i berg l ass body. I ts  2-horsepower 
motor was connected to six 6-vo l t  
batter ies .  Top  speed was 20  mph  
and  range was 40 m i les.  Weight  
was j u st 680 pounds .  Prod uct ion 
beg an in  1 962 and repo rted l y  
ended i n  1 964, but may have con­
t i n ued longer.  

ELECTROBILE ( 1 951 ) 

Two enterpr i s i n g  g e n t l emen  
from Ch icago though t  they had 
the answer to burgeon i n g  subu r­
b a n  t r a n s p o rt at i o n  p r o b l e m s .  
The i r  Electrob i l e  des i g n  was a 
th ree-wheeled f i berg l ass-bod i ed 
ru nabout for shoppi ng  and run­
n i n g er rands .  T h i s  300- p o u n d  
e lect r ic  was expected to t ravel 
25-35 m i les on  a recharge.  A 
h i g h -speed DC motor and a bu i l t ­
in ch arger were i nc l uded in the 
proposed pr ice of $350 . The f i ber­
g l ass body consi sted of several 
mo lded sect ions  mounted over an 
a l um inum frame. Press releases 
showed on l y  sketches of the E lec­
trob i le :  I t  i s  doubtfu l  even a proto­
type was ever bu i l t .  

ELECTRONIC ( 1 955) 

Electron i c was an unusua l  car 
p lan ned i n  1 955 by the Electro n ic 
M otor C ar Corp.  of Salt  Lake C i ty ,  
Utah . A sed an , stat ion wagon .  and 
panel truck were proposed , as 



wel l  as a sports car to be ava i l able 
wi th  or wi thout  a hardtop .  Overal l 
length  was 2 1 0  inc hes, and wheel ­
base w as 1 1 0 i nches.  

A g aso l i ne o r  d iesel eng i ne pro­
vided power to an 80-cel l battery 
pack,  wh ich  was con nected to a 
" Du al-Torque" e lectr ic motor lo­
cated w i t h i n  the rear ax le hous i n g .  
A lso i ncorporated was t h e  " E lec­
t r o - M  a g n e t i c  D i f f e r e n t i  a l . "  an 
e lec t r i c  dev ice  t h at w as s u p­
posed to act l i ke a l im i ted-sl i p  
d i fferent i al . 

On ly  the prototype E lectron ic  
was bu i l t .  Product ion had been 
p l an ned for e i ther Detroit  or Ox­
ford , M ic h i g an . 

EL MOROCCO ( 1956-57) 

EI M orocco was a Chevrolet 
conversion desi g ned by Reu ben 
A l lenden of Detro i t .  The car was 
basical l y  a 1 956 or 1 957 Chevrolet 
h ardtop or convert i b le  w i t h  some­
w h at altered sty l i n g .  Rev is ions 
were m ade  to the g r i l le ,  bumpers, 
s ide t r im ,  and f i ns .  The resu l t  
looked very much l i ke the contem­
porary Cad i l l ac E ldorado. I n  spite 
of  al l  the work i nvolved ,  the con­
verted car cost about as much as a 
stand ard Chevrolet .  It is be l i eved 
t h at about  30 E I  M oroccos were 
b u i l t  over a two-year period . 
ESHELMAN (c.1 954-date) 

Cheston L.  Eshe lman of Ba l t i ­
more, M ary l and and now M i am i ,  
F lor i da  h as bu i l t  q u i te a var i ety of 
veh ic les over the years. Al l  of h i s  
ear ly cars were very t iny  ones-­
some for c h i l d ren ,  and s l i g h t ly  
l arger  ones for  one or two adu l ts .  

I n  the m i d -to- I ate '60s, Eshel-
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man beg an sel l i n g franch ises for 
his Go lden Eag le  l i ne  of auto­
m o b i l e s .  T h ese were  v a r i o u s  
Chevrolet models w i th  l arge Eag le  
emblems and n amepl ates i n  p lace 
of the stan d ard badges .  Appar­
ently there were no other mod i f i ­
cat ion s .  A t  t h i s  wri t i ng ,  Eshe l ­
man  sel ls  Golden Eag le Prest i ge  
C ar accessory k i ts (em blems and 
n am e p l ates )  and exper imen ta l  
r ig hts to h is  electr ic ca r  and/or  h i s  
30-mph crash absorber. 

FERGUS ( 1 949) 

Fergus ,  from Ferg u s  Motors I nc .  
o f  New York C i ty ,  was that f i rm 's 
second attempt at car mak i n g .  I ts 
f i rst effort l asted from 1 9 1 5 to 
1 922 . The second endeavor was a 
car  based on the Aust i n  A40 from 
Br i ta i n .  I t  used the A40 eng i ne and 
i ts sty l i n g  somewh at resem bled 
t h at of the relat ively u ncommon 
Aust i n  A40 Sports. Deve lopment 
d id not prog ress beyond the pro­
totype stage,  h owever. 

FER RER ( 1 966) 

The Ferrer GT was made by Fer­
r e r  M ot o r s  C o r p .  of M i a m i ,  
a l thou g h  one sou rce names the 
manufacturer as Bott ier  Eng i n eer­
i n g  of Camden,  New Jersey . Th i s  
ca r  h ad a sleek stee l - re in forced 
f i berg l ass body, s im i l ar i n  appear­
ance to Ford 's GT of the m i d- '60s . 
The Ub iqu itous Vol kswagen Bee­
t l e  prov ided the c h assis, w i th a 
whee lbase of 94 .5  i nches.  Overal l ,  
the  Ferrer was 1 58 inches lon g ,  60 
i nches w i de ,  and 42 i nches h i g h .  I t  
w as sold a s  a basic k i t  for $990 
and as a more complete de luxe k i t  

7lte Little 
THE 1M 

I mp 

Jetmobi le 

fo r $ 1 750 . However .  the buyer 
cou ld have a fu l l y  assembled car 
wi th 50-horsepower engine for 
$2950. An opt iona l  VW eng i ne 
reworked to put  out 70 bhp cou ld  
boost pr ice to $3800. 

Ferrer c l aimed the i r  standard 
model wou ld  cru i se at a 90-mph 
top speed , and was capable of 29 
mpg at a steady 68 mph . The 0-60 
mph run cou ld  be accompl i shed 
i n  1 2 .5 seconds.  

FINA ( 1953-c .1955) 

Perry Fi n a, a New York C i ty im­
porter o f  Eu ropean cars and  a 
connoisseu r  of f ine  automobi les, 
backed deve lopment of the F ina  
Sport .  B ased on a 1 1 5- i nch  wheel ­
base Ford c h assi s, i ts overal l 
l ength was 1 88 i nches.  The 
bod ies, convert ib le  or hardtop, 
were bu i l t  by V i g n ale  of I ta ly .  A 
f loat i ng U-bar was the ma in  fea­
ture of the g r i l l e  des i g n .  Stand ard 
eng ine was the contemporary 2 1 0-
horsepower Cad i l l ac V8, but a 
hopped-up  version wi th 300 bhp 
was a lso avai l ab le .  The car cou ld 
be f i tted wi th any other  V8 to spe­
c ia l  order.  The transmission w as 
a General  M otors Dual -Range 
Hydra- M at i c .  

Despi te the h i g h  $ 1 0 ,000 pr ice,  
F ina de l iveries were said to be 
runn i n g  about f ive months beh i nd 
at one point .  Ev i dent ly ,  the m arket 
w as qu ick l y  saturated . 

FITCH ( 1 949; 1 961 -69) 

The f i rst car ca l led Fitch was 
made  by Sports and Ut i l i ty M otors 
I nc .  of Wh ite P la ins ,  New York .  I t  
was desig ned for both compet i -
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tion and general road use ,  but the 
emphasis was l arge ly on the 
sports side I ts  or i g i n ator was 
John Fitc h ,  a famou s race d r iver .  
sports-car promote r/bu i l der ,  and 
safety expert .  Only one prototype 
was bu i l t  in  1 949 . 

The F i tcn Type B (t he prototype 
was Type A ) .  used the 96- lnch­
wheel base F iat 1 1 00 chassi s .  I ts 
eng i ne was the smal l 60-horse­
power Ford V8, sou ped up to y ie ld  
1 05 bhp .  Th is  was wrapped i n  a 
g reat l y  mod if ied Crosley Hot Shot 
body .  Dry we i g h t  was only 1 520 
pounds .  Th is  excel lent power-to­
wei g ht ratio g ave the Fitch a 0-50 
mph accelerat ion  t i me of 6.3 sec­
onds .  Top speed was 1 20 m p h .  

John Fitch a n d  C o .  I n c .  a t  Fal ls  
V i l l age ,  Con nect icut  started tu rn­
i n g  out customi zed Corvai rs bear­
ing the n ame Fitch Spr i n t  be­
g i n n i n g  i n  1 961 . Performance, 
hand l i n g , and appearance a l tera­
t ions tu rned the standard 1 960-64 
Corvai r cou pe i n to an outstan d i n g  
GT .  T h e  modi ficat ions could be 
carr ied out on an exist i ng  car or 
on a brand-new one ordered 
t h roug h  F i tc h .  

T h e  e n g i n e  k i t , cost i ng  o n l y  
$29 .00 i nstal led , ra ised output of 
the Corvair  f lat six to 1 55 bhp .  
That w as g ood en ough  for  a 0-60 
mph t i me of o n l y  9 .5  seconds .  
Other  mod i f icat ions were avai l ­
able for suspension and steeri n g .  

O n  1 965 a n d  l ater Corvai rs, the 
Spr in t  package i nc l uded a " tun­
ne l"  fastback roof, created by  at­
tach i n g  a " b l ade"  on each s ide of 
the rear w i ndow.  

An ent i re ly  d i fferent concept 
w as t h e  F i t c h  Ph oen i x ,  w h i c h  

Keen Stea m l iner 
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appe a red I n  1 966 .  I l l u s t r a to r  
C o by W h i tmore h e l ped de s i g n  
the body , wh ich has been de­
scr i bed as " w ickedly beauti fu l . "  
Body construct ion was done i n  
Tur in ,  I ta ly by Frank Rei sner's 
In termeccanica company. The 
Phoen i x  used Corvai r runn ing  
gear ,  and featured an  in teg rated 
" targ a" rol lbar .  The front part of 
the roof was removable. A spare 
t i re was mounted i n  each front 
fender, wh ich  was humped to 
c lear i t .  Two spares were needed 
because the car used two d i fferent 
t i re sizes : the fronts were 1 75 x 1 4  
wh i le the rears were 1 85 x 1 4 . Fly­
i ng-butt ress roof sty l i ng was used 
a l though the Phoen ix  was real ly  a 
notchback .  Its reverse-sl ant rear 
w i ndow cou ld  be ra ised or low­
ered electr ical l y .  

The Phoenix ' s 21 50-pound 
wei g ht  was about 300 pounds 
l i g h ter than the comparab le Cor­
va ir .  Its wheel base was 95 i nches ,  
total length  1 74 i nches. A mod i ­
f ied Corvai r  eng i ne was used and 
produced 1 70 bhp .  The car cou ld  
cru ise at  1 00 mph ,  but  top speed 
was in excess of 1 30 mph .  Accel­
eration from 0 to 60 mph took on ly  
7 .5 seconds. 

A product ion run of 500 was 
p lanned,  but the Phoen i x  project 
was ha l ted because of the ex­
pense i nvo lved in meet i ng  federal 
safety standards, wh ich  went i nto 
effect for 1 968. On Iy one prototype 
was b u i l t . 

FLETCHER ( 1954) 

The Fletcher Fl a i r  was bu i l t  by  
Fletcher Av i at ion  Corp .  o f  Rose­
mead , Ca l i forn ia .  I t  was a four­
wheel-drive, Jeep-type veh ic le  
wi th  an u n l i ke ly  powerpl ant-a 
Porsche 1 500cc eng i ne.  R id ing  a 
78- inch  wheel base, the F letcher 
had an overal l length of 1 26 
i nc hes, wh ich  cou ld  be shortened 
to 1 1 5 by body alterat ions .  

FLiN TR IDGE-DARRIN 
( 1 957) 

Th is  car, someti mes known as 
F l i n tr idge Darr in-DKW or Fl int­
r i d g e- D K W ,  was m ade  by t h e  
F l i n t r i d g e  M ot o r  M an ufact u r i n g  
Corp. of  Los Angeles. Howard 
" Du t c h "  Darr i n ,  w h o  h ad de­
si gned the 1 946 Darrin and the 
Kai ser- Frazer cars ,  d id the styl i ng .  

The Fl i ntr idge-Darr in was 
based on the chassis of a German 
D .K .W .  fou r-door sedan . Darr i n 's 
rear-end t reatment was un ique:  
concave, wi th  a scal loped deck­
l id  l ip .  The body,  suppl ied by 
Wood i l l ,  was made of fi ber g l ass 
and m ade the F l i ntr idge 1 0  inches 
longer and 6.5 i nches lower than 
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the D . K . W .  I t  weig hed 1 870 
pounds,  about 200 pounds less 
than the D .K .W .  Its pr ice was 
$3 1 95 ,  com pared to $2275 for the 
D . K . W .  sedan. Some 15 of these 
cars had been made when prob­
lems at Wood i l l  cut off de l ivery of 
the bodies .  

FORD 1 901 REPLICA ( 1 968) 

The Ford 1 901  Rep l ica was bu i l t  
by  t he  Horseless Carr i age Corp. 
of Ft. Lauderdale, Flor ida. I t  was 
said to be "a  3/4 -scale repl i ca of a 
1 90 1  Ford , "  but s i nce the fi rst pro­
duct ion Ford wasn ' t bu i l t  unt i l 
1 903, t h i s  descr i  pt ion was obvi­
ously i n accu rate. Spec i f icat ions 
of t h i s  rep l i car,  i nc l ud ing  the en­
g i ne i t  used , are not known.  Pro­
duct ion l asted on ly  a few months .  

FORMACAR (C.  1968) 

M arbon D iv is ion of Borg-
Warner Corp. , Wash i n gton ,  West 
V i rg i n i a, bu i l t  t h i s  prototype to 
demonstrate a new l i g htwe ight 
p last i c  mater ia l  ca l led Cycoloc for 
automotive use. The Formacar' s 
total wei gh t  was 2200 pounds.  I ts 
290 cub ic - inch ,  1 98-horsepower 
V8 and transm iss ion accou nted 
for over a th i rd of that .  The GT­
type body desi g n  had a 90- inch 
wheel base and a 1 62- inch overal l 
length .  Formacar never reached 
product ion .  

FRICK ( 1 955) 

The Fr ick ,  somet i mes ca l led 
Fri ck  Spec ia l ,  was one of several 
cars bu i l t by B i l l  Fr ick M otors of 
Rockv i l le Centre, New York. A l ­
ready estab l i shed as an expert i n  
d ro p p i n g  C ad i l l ac motors  i n to 
v a r i o u s  p r o d u c t i o n  c a r s  ( see  
Stud i l l ac) , Fr ick decided to  bu i l d  a 
complete car from the g round up .  
For  i t ,  he devi sed a box-channel 
chassis w i th  a 1 1 0- inch  whee l ­
base . The i ndependent front  
suspension consisted of coi  I 
spri ngs w i th unequal - length wish­
bones. At the rear, sem i -e l l i pt i c  
leaf spr ings  were used. Not  su r­
pr i s ing ly ,  the eng ine was a Cad i l ­
l ac and a supercharger was 
p lanned . Dual-Range Hydra- M at ic  
t ransm i ss ion completed the dr ive­
tra i n .  The coupe body,  not un l i ke 
a Ferrari i n  appearance, was made 
by V ignale in I ta ly .  The car' s a l l ­
up weig ht was 3000 pounds.  

GADABOUT ( 1 945) 

The G adabout was des ig ned 
and bu i l t by i ndust r ia l  des igner 
Ray Russe l l  in h i s  Grosse Poi nte 
Park , M ic h i g an home workshop. 
The rel atively  smal l  th ree-passen­
ger roadster had a wheel base of 

on ly  80 i n ches .  His prototype con­
s i s t e d  o f  a m o d e r n - s t y l e  
" d ural u m i n u m "  body mounted on 
an MG chassis and powered by 
the or i g i nal Br i t i sh four-cyl i nder 
en g i ne .  Th is  accounted for i ts 
r ig ht-h and d r ive , thou gh  produc­
t ion models were to have conven­
t i o n a l l e f t - h a n d  d r i v e .  A n  
unobtrusive stee l t u be su rrou nded 
the body at bu mper he igh t  as a 
crash protect ion measu re. Front 
or  rear eng i ne p lacement was to 
be at the customer ' s  opt ion .  The 
l i g h twe igh t  body hel ped keep the 
tota l  we i g h t  to 1 1 00 pounds ,  
wh ich  cont r i bu ted to  c l a i m ed 
m i leage of 50 mpg. M ax i m u m  
speed was 50 mph .  The car prob­
ably never got beyond the proto­
type stage. 

GASLIGHT (1 960-61 ) 

From G asl i gh t  M otors Corp.  of 
Detroi t  came th i s  rep l i ca of the 
1 9 02 R a m b l e r .  W e i g h i n g  640 
pounds,  the car had a 77- i nch 
wheel base. Power was provided 
by a s ing le-cyl i nder ,  4-horsepow­
er ,  ai r-cooled en g i ne.  The price 
was about $ 1 495. Product ion is 
be l ieved to have ended somet ime 
around 1 96 1 . The G as l i gh t  m ay 
have been a successor to the 1 902 
Ram bler Rep l i ca. 

GA YLORD ( 1 955-57) 

G aylord Cars ltd . ,  Ch icago,  I l ­
l i no is ,  was founded b y  Edward 
and J i m  G aylord to bu i l d  an ex­
c l us ive l uxury two-seater. Brooks 
Steve ns of M i lwau kee was h i red to 
create the des ign .  J i m  Gayl ord 's 
concept i nvolved a modern en­
ve lope body wi th  c l assic over­
tones .  Stevens suggested the 
body be bu i l t by h is associ ates at 
the Spohn Company in Ravens­
b u rg , G e rmany .  The G ay l o,rds 
hoped to i n trod uce a f i n i shed pro­
totype at the 1 955 Paris Salon.  

The G ay lord ' s  retractable roof 
was ingen i ous .  W i th the push of 
j u st one button, the deck l i d  l i fted 
on a pai r of electr ic  supports, then 
the top was pu l led back i n to the 
trunk  by a cha in  d r ive. The roof i t­
se l f  contai ned a recessed rear 
w i ndow and ext ractor vents for 
stale ai r. Ford sty l i sts took many 
photos of t h i s  system, but the l ater 
Ford retractable was much more 
c o m p l i cated t h a n  t h e  G ay l o rd .  

J i m  G ay lord desi gned the very 
strong chrome-mo lybden u m  tubu­
l ar chass is ,  us ing  coi l spri ngs and 
A- arms for the front suspension 
and a beam axle w i th  leaf spr ings 
at  the rear .  The su spension made 
extensive use of ru bber;  the pas­
sen g e r  c o m part m e n t  w as ab­
so lu tely i mperv ious to shock over 
r o u g h  s u r f a c e s .  T h e  o r i g i n a l  

eng ine was a 365-c ld  C h rys ler  
Heml  V8 . A l though i t  scaled 
c lose to 4000 pounds,  the G aylord 
behaved l i ke a 2000-pound sports 
car. Runs from 0 to 60 mph aver­
aged about e i g h t  seconds.  Top 
speed was an easy 1 20 mph .  

Yet the  G aylord fai led . I t  was ex­
t re m e l y  e x p e n s i v e-t h e  t a r g e t  
prod uct ion pr ice was $ 1 7 ,500-
but that wasn ' t the real problem. 
J im G ay lord was a perfec t ion ist ,  
and drove h i mself  to a breakdown 
dur i ng  the car 's prod uct ion eng i ­
neeri ng phase . Gay lord M otors 
a lso got i n to a d i spute over qu a l i ty 
contro l  w i th  the f i rm that was to 
bu i l d  product ion mode ls ,  Lufts­
ch i ffbau Zeppe l i n  in Freidreich­
shaven ,  West Germany.  By 1 957, 
the project had been abandoned. 
Three product ion chassis were 
bu i l t .  Two of them are on d i sp lay 
at the Ear ly Ameri can M useu m  i n  
Or lando, F lor ida. 

G LASCAR ( 1 956) 

G l ascar was bu i l t  by Bob 
Tucker of R ichmond ,  I n d i ana.  The 
f i bergl ass body panel molds were 
m ade from altered Corvette 
panels .  The g r i l l e  was d i fferent 
from the Corvette 's  and i ncorpo­
rated the head l i g hts. A vee'd 
w i ndsh ie ld  was used , and there 
were f ins  at the rear. The proto­
type carried an O ldsmob i l e  V8, 
but a modi f ied f l athead Ford V8 
was p lanned for prod uct ion 
models .  Wi th  a 1 00- i nch wheel­
base, the G l ascar was to h ave sold 
for $2500. W hether act u al produc­
t ion ever took p lace is not c lear .  

G LASSIC ( 1 966-75) 

Jack Fairc loth and h i s  son Joel 
beg an G l assic I ndustr ies I nc .  in 
West Pa l m Beach t' F lo r i d a  by 
b u i l d i n g  f i berg l ass-bod i ed cars  
on I n ternat ional Scout  c h assis .  
The Scout 's  93,5-horsepower fou r  
was  reta ined .  Sty l i ng  was del i ber­
ate l y  in the i m age  of the M odel A 
Ford phaeton .  Later, a M odel-A­
styled roadster wi th  rumble seat 
w as a l so o f f e red . P r i c e  w a s  
arou nd $3800 when t h e  car f i rst 
appeared in 1 966. However, th is  
r o s e  c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  r e a c h i n g  
$ 1 0,000 by the t i me product ion 
ended . In  1 967, the G l assic was 
sold by the famous New York de­
partment store of Abercrombie 
and Fitch under the n ame Aber­
c ro m b i e  R u n ab o u t ,  p r i c ed  a t  
$5200. 

In 1 972, Fred Pro bou g h t  the 
bus i ness and moved i t  to l arger fa­
c i l i t ies. The f i rm 's  n ame changed 
to G l assic M otor Car  Co .  C hanges 
were made to the cars as we l l .  
They swi tc hed t o  t h e  21 O-bhp Ford 
302 V8 and were avai l ab le  wi th 



F o r d  a u t o m at i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n .  
Cru i s i n g  speed was i ncreased to 
70 mph . Somet i me i n  1 976 or 1 977 
the n ame was c h anged to Rep l i ­
car ,  and product ion was cont in­
ued under that name. 

GOFF ( 1 956) 

Char les Goff of Texark ana, 
Texas offered t h i s  $600 k i t  car-a 
f ive-passenger sports mode l .  I t  
used a stock 1 939 Ford eng i ne ,  
and a rebu i l t  '39 Ford chass is .  The 
body consi sted of f ive f iberg l ass 
pane ls .  A p l ast ic top was a lso 
avai l able .  Fu l l y  assembled,  the 
car cost  $ 1 500. Other  en g i nes 
cou ld  be i nstal led at extra c h arge .  

GORDON (c.1 947-48) 

Gordon D iamond was a very un ­
usua l  car  bu i l t by  H .  Gordon H an­
sen  of San  Lorenzo, Cal i forn ia .  
The n ame " D i amond" refers to the 
car' s whee l  p l acement :  a d i amond 
pattern w ith  one whee l  at the front, 
one at the bac k ,  and one on each 
side. Wheel base between the front 
and back wheels was 1 56 i nc hes, 
with the s ide wheels s i tu ated ha l f­
w ay i n  between .  

S e v e r a l  a d v a n t a g e s w e r e  
c l ai med for th i s  unorthodox ar­
rangement .  The midd le  wheels 
"created a smoother r ide. " Be­
cause the front and rear wheels 
steered , the G o rdon cou l d  be 
p ivoted on i ts midd le  wheels, re­
su l t i ng  in a 1 2-foot tu rn ing  c i rc le ,  
extremely short for the car 's  2 1 4-
i nch  overal l length . Whether i t  
m an aged to  stay upr igh t  on tw i sty 
roads is not known,  but a t ubu lar 
body cage prov ided protect ion i n  
c ase o f  ro l lover .  A 1 00-h orse-
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power Ford truck V8 located j ust 
ahead of the rear wheel prov ided 
power to the midd le  wheels .  The 
car was capable of 95 mph ,  wh ich 
was good for  a 3750-pound car 
a n d  w as u n d o u bted l y  e x c i t i n g  
g iven t h e  u n usua l  chassis .  

Hansen sought f i nan c i al bac k­
ing for regu l ar product ion . A l ­
thou g h  some i n terest was ex­
pressed , no  f i rm commitment was 
ever secu red . 

GRAHAM ( 1 967) 

Th is  rep l i car effort was i ntended 
to br ing  the 1 940 G rah am Hol ly ­
wood bac k to l i fe .  However, i t  ap­
pears the project d i ed soon after 
the prototype was bu i l t .  The proto­
type was shown at a Fort Wayne, 
I n d i an a  shopp ing  center and ,  ac­
cord i n g  to m aker Bob Ger i g ,  h u n­
d reds of i nqu i r ies and scores of 
orders resu l ted.  Even a pr ice was 
estab l i shed : $5200 at the factory. 

The ori g i n al G raham Ho l lywood 
w as m ade from mod i f ied 1 937 
Cord d i es .  As i s  t rue of many repl i ­
cars, t h e  new G raham took a b i t  of 
l i cense w i th  the or i g i n al des i g n .  
A l t h o u g h  a l l  p roduc t ion H o l l y ­
woods were sedans,  the rev ival 
w as the convert i b le  G raham and 
Hupp ori g i n al ly hoped to bu i l d ,  
bu t  d i dn ' t .  The  rev ival 's body was 
m ade of f i berg l ass and mou nted 
on a Kaiser Jeep c hass is .  The for­
mer freestand i ng head l ig ht pods 
were sunk  i nto the fenders, but 
were not covered as on the or ig i ­
n a l  Cord. T h e  g r i l l e  was from a 
1 948-50 Pac kard .  The powerpl ant 
w as a 1 60- h o rsepower V6 .  A 
r e m ov a b l e  t o p  w a s  st a n d ard  
eq u i pment .  
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G REEN M I N I  B UG ( 1 968) 

Green M i n i  Bug was made by 
the G reen Leaf Cyc le  Co . ,  and 
a lso by G reen Motors I n c . ,  of L i ­
von i a, M ic h i g an for a short t i me i n  
1 968 . No descr i pt ion o f  t h i s  car i s  
avai lab le .  

GREGORY ( 1 948 ; 1 952-? )  

Ben F .  G regory of Kansas C ity ,  
an av id  fan of front-wheel dr ive, 
h ad des ig ned and bu i l t cars w i th  
t h i s  l ayout  between 1 9 1 8  and 
1 922 .  I nterest i n g ly ,  h is  1 948 de­
s ign  h ad a rear-mou nted eng i ne .  

The G regory was  q u i te smal l ,  
j ust 1 53 i nches i n  overa l l  length .  
Wheel base was 94 i nc hes, we ig ht 
1 800 pounds .  

The G reg ory 's eng ine was a 
f lat-fou r  Cont i nental rated at 40 
horsepower .  I t  was removable by 
one man i n  an hour ,  the company 
c l ai med.  Only one prototype of 
th i s  u nusua l  car was bu i l t . but 
G regory m ade an other try in 1 952.  
This one was a sports car bu i l t on 
a contemporary Porsche c hassis 
and us i ng  its 1 600cc, 70-bhp en­
g i ne .  G regory now transpl anted 
the eng i ne to the front of the car ,  
to dr ive the front whee ls .  Wei g h t  
w as 1 925 pounds,  whee lbase 80 
inches .  The body on prod uct ion 
models wou ld  have been m ade of 
e i ther a l um inum or  f iberg l ass .  

G R IFFITH ( 1964-66) 

The f i rst G riff i th appeared i n  
1 964 from G r i ff i th  M otors o f  Syos­
set, New York,  w h i c h  was suc­
ceeded by the Gr i ff i th M otor C ar 
Co.  of P la inv iew,  New York the 
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fo l l ow i n g  year .  One - t i me Ford 
dealer J ack G r i ff i th  desi g ned t h i s  
c a r ' s t u b u l a r c h a s s i s ,  t h e n 
d ropped i n  a Ford 289 V8 w i th  200 
horsepower. The fi berg l ass body 
of the Br i t i sh  TVR was used. 

Wi th  a fou r-speed Ford m an u al 
transm iss ion ,  the G r i ff i th  Ser ies 
200 cou ld  rea l ly  go :  accelerat i on 
from 0 to 60 mph took less than 
fou r seconds.  I ts we igh t  was 1 850 
pounds .  The 1 38- i nch- long , two­
passenger coupe sold for $3995, 
but  the pr ice l ater j umped ·to at 
least $4800. 

Some 285 G r i ff i ths had been 
m ade when body de l iveries were 
cut  off because the Br i t i sh sup­
p l ier  was go ing  throug h  a reor­
g an i zat io n .  At about the same 
t i me ,  Gr i ff i th  acq u i red the manu­
f ac t u r i n g  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  V e t t a  
Ventura .  

C o n se q u e n t l y ,  a new m od e l 
cal led the G T  was i n troduced, us­
ing a body suppl ied by I n termec­
c an ica of I ta ly .  A new eng ine  was 
f i tted , too. G riff i th switched from 
Ford power to the fair ly new 273 
cub ic - i nch  Plymouth V8. The hot 
235- b h p  vers i o n  w as c h osen ,  
a long wi th  a three-speed Torque­
F l i te automat ic  transm issi on .  A 
fou r-speed manua l  gearbox was 
optiona l .  Other opt ions i nc l uded 
leather upho lstery i n stead of v i ny l ,  
and a i r  condi t ion i n g .  B ase pr ice 
for the G ri ff i th G T  was $6095.  After 
1 966 , t h i s  model was known as the 
Omega.  (See Omeg a. )  

HENNEY ( 1960-date) 

The Hen ney K i lowatt was an 
e l ectr ic car m ade by the Henney 
M ot o r  C o .  o f  Can astot a ,  New 

Mohs  Ostentatienne 
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Y o r k .  It was d e s i g ned by C .  
R u sse l l  Fe ldman .  Feld m an had 
become chairman of the board 
and president of Nat iona l  U n i o n  
E lectr ic Corp . ,  wh ich  made E x i d e  
batter ies.  T h e  Henney Motor C o . ,  
a d iv i s ion of National U n i o n ,  was 
we l l - respected for i t s  c u stom 
l i mousi nes and funeral coaches. 

The K i l owatt was a very d i ffer­
ent so rt of veh ic le . I ts body was 
that of the French-bu i l t  Renaul t  
Dau ph i n e ,  outf i tted with 12 6-vo l t  
batteries that powered a 7 -horse­
power electr ic motor. A n o rmal 
1 2-volt battery provided power for 
l i g h t s ,  h o r n ,  a n d  w i n d s h i e l d  
w i pers.  The K i lowatt ran at u p  to 
40 mph ,  though 30 mph was rec­
ommended i n  order to extend 
range to 40 m i les. The batter ies 
could be c h arged i n  e i g ht hours 
from a convent iona l  1 1 5-vol t  30-
amp source. C u rb weight  was 
2250 pou nds ,  some 750 pounds 
heav i er than the reg u l ar Dau­
ph ine ,  and d i d n 't promise much 
performance. By the end of  1 961 , 
some 47 K i l owatts had been so l d ,  
m ai n ly t o  ut i l ity compan ies across 
the cou nt ry .  Further development,  
test i n g ,  and product ion cont inued 
u n t i l  around 1 964. Al though Hen­
n e y  h ad o rdered 1 00 R e n a u l t  
bod ies,  the n umber of  cars i t  ac­
tual l y  bu i l t  is not known.  I t  seems 
safe to assume that more K i lo­
watts were made t h an any other 
s i n g le U . S. e lectr ic car s ince the 
f i rst electr ics  of the early 1 900s. 
I n terest ing ly ,  they were st i l l  ava i l ­
ab le  i n  1 980 from Robert Steven 
Witkoff of G len Cove, New York 
for $5995. These were bel i eved to 
be l e ftovers from the H e n ney 
product ion ru n .  

HONEY BEE ( 1959) 

Honey Bee was made by the 
Swi ft M an u factu r ing  Company of 
E I  C aj o n ,  Cal i forn ia. The same 
company made several m i n i -rep l i ­
cars u nder the  n ame Swi ft .  The 
Honey Bee was a very smal l  th ree­
wheeler,  w i th  one wheel in front 
and fou r-cyc l e  Br iggs  & Stratton 
1 '/2- h o rsepower e n g i n e i n  t h e  
rear. T h e  fi berg l ass body h ad a 
t e a r d r o p  s h a p e ,  w i t h  a l ow , 
r o u n d e d  n os e  a n d  an o p e n  
cockpit .  Pr iced a t  $ 1 95 ready to 
run ,  the Honey Bee was adver­
t ised as "desig ned for k ids  be­
tween 7 and 7 7 . "  

HOPPENSTAND ( 1 948-49) 

Hoppenstand M otors  I n c .  o f  
G reenv i l le ,  Penn sylvan i a  b u i l t  t h i s  
rather odd- loo ki n g ,  two passen­
ger open economy car.  A coupe 
and convert ib le  were a lso pro­
posed . The des i g n  featu red a 90-
i n c h  whee l base,  w i t h  a l l - i n de-
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pendent coi l  suspension , and an 
overa l l  length of 1 62 i nches.  The 
car's a l u m i n u m  body kept weig h t  
to j ust 684 pou nds.  

T h e  H o p pe n st a n d  " F i re b u g "  
e n g i n e  was a n  ai r-cooled f lat tw i n .  
D i sp l ac e m e n t  was 2 1 .4  c u b i c  
i nc hes for a n  output o f  8 . 5  horse­
power. It was located in the chas­
s is  j ust ahead of  the rear ax le.  An 
automat ic  torque converter was 
a lso i n c luded.  The Hoppenstand's  
base pr ice was arou nd $1 000. Top 
speed was 50 mph,  but fue l  econ­
omy was said to be 35 mpg .  

HUMMINGBIRD ( 1 946) 

H u m m i n g b i rd was t h e  n ame 
Tal madge J udd of K i n g sport ,  Ten­
nessee g ave to the smal l car he 
desi g ned and b u i l t i n  1 946. On ly  
85  i nches l on g ,  h i s  two-passenger  
convert i b l e  w e i g h ed j u st 1 350 
pou nds.  The body was made of  8-
g au g e  stee l ,  i n stead of the usual  
20- g auge .  The fou r-cy l i nder en­
g i ne g ave u p  to 50 mpg and pro­
v ided a top speed of 70 mph .  De­
spite Judd 's  ambit ious efforts to 
i n terest backers in reg u lar pro­
d uct ion , on ly  the prototype was 
b u i l t .  

H YDRAMOTIVE (c. 1960) 

The nove l  H y d ramot ive w as 
b u i l t  by the Hyd ramotive Corp.  of 
Charlotte, North C arol i n a, and de­
s ig ned by Durward W i l l i s  of that 
c i ty. The car was the crux of  a 
stock fraud i nvest igat ion i nvolv­
ing more t h an a m i l l ion sh ares. I n  
1 96 1 , the  Sec u r i t i e s  a n d  E x ­
change Com m i ss ion uncovered a 
prototype as part of i ts i nvest i g a­
t ion .  It h ad no transm iss ion ,  u n i ­
versal j o i n ts,  dr iveshaft, d i fferen­
t i a l ,  ax les,  or brakes. These had 
been promoted as features the 
Hyd ramotive wou l d  not need . The 
car did have a d iesel e n g i ne and 
was su pposed to sel l  for $ 1 200 , 
but product ion never got g o i n g .  

HYDRO-IMP ( 1 948) 

The Hydro - I m p  was a buck­
board-type veh ic le  from Center­
scope Products I n c .  of G lendale ,  
C a l i forn ia .  A desc ri pt ion of th i s  
c a r  is  l ac k i n g .  There is  a poss i ­
b i l i ty th i s  car i s  re lated to  the  Imp. 

IMP ( 1 948-51 ) 

Althou g h  many new smal l cars 
were i n troduced i n  the l ate '40s, 
few were as t iny as the I m p .  Sev­
eral d i fferent models  were pro­
d uced over a span of fou r  years, 
but al l held to the or ig i n al concept 
of a m i dg et converti b le .  I n tern a­
t iona l  Motor Products (whose i n ­
i t i a l s  a p p a re n t l y  i n s p i re d  t h e  

n ame) of  G lendale ,  Cal i forn i a  i n ­
tended t h i s  l i t t le c a r  a s  transporta­
t ion  for teen agers or as a second 
car for the fam i ly .  R. Stan ley 
G r i ff i n ,  the f i rm 's  president,  hoped 
to sel l  i t  for $500. 

T h e  p r o d u c t i o n  prototype of 
1 949 was powered by a 7'/2-horse­
p o w e r  G l a d d e n  7 5  e n g i n e ,  
mou nted at the rear of the 63- i n ch ­
w h e e l base c h assi s .  T h e  o pe n ,  
doorless f iber g l ass- l am i n ate body 
was supported by a tubu l ar-steel 
frame. The whole t h i n g  weig hed 
o n ly 475 pou nds ,  and was 1 20 
i nches long overal l .  The 3-g al lon 
g as tank provided a rang e  of  
1 80-240 m i les.  M a x i m u m  speed 
was 35 mph .  A t u b u l ar bumper 
complete ly  enc i rc led the car. The 
1 95 1  vers ion was even smal ler ,  
w i th a 1 08- inch overa l l  length .  
A l t h o u g h  sty l i n g  d i ffered from 
ear l ie r  models ,  the I m p  rem ained 
a two-passenger c ar ,  u s i n g  the 
same powerp l  ant  as the 1 949 
prototype. The pr ice,  however,  d i d  
change-it was n o w  $795.  

I NMAN ( 1 946) 

I n man was made by Fran k I n ­
m a n  of G oose C reek,  Texas. De­
tai ls  on th is  car are not avai l able .  

JETMOBILE ( 1 952) 

Jetmob i l e  was an eye-catc h i n g  
th ree-w hee l er ,  a fl i g ht o f  fancy of 
R i chard H arp in Frederi c k ,  M ary­
land .  It was a m iss i le-sh aped , si n ­
g l e- passenger car made out  of  an  
ai rcraft fuel  tan k .  The odd wheel 
was at the front ,  and the e n g i n e  
was at t h e  rear. O r i g i na l ly ,  a 75-
h o r s e p o w e r  L y c o m i n g  e n g i n e 
provi ded the Jetmob i l e  with a 1 1 0-
mph top speed , but later a 60-bhp 
Ford V8 was used.  The b u i lder 
had plans to add fo l d i n g  rotors so 
the Jetmobi le  cou l d  become ai r­
borne, but that idea ( l i k e  the car it­
se l f )  never got off the g ro u n d .  

JOHN SONMOBILE ( 1 959) 

The John sonmobi le was a prod­
uct  of Horton J o h n so n  I n c .  in the 
C h i cago suburb of H i g h land Park.  
A rep l i ca of an ant ique car c i rca  
1 904 , i t  had a two-passenger body 
m ade of p l ywood.  On ly  one proto­
type was b u i l t .  I t  was powered by 
an ai r-cooled 3-horsepower C l i n­
ton e n g i n e .  

JOMAR (c.1954-60) 

The Jomar appeared about 1 954 
from the M anchester ,  New Hamp­
s h i re f i rm of  Saide l l  Sports R ac i n g  
Cars,  headed b y  rac i n g  enth us iast 
R ay Saide l l .  Th is  was bas ica l l y  a 
marr iage of the Br i t i sh-made TVR 

chassi s  and a spec i al l y  desi g ned 
a l u m i n u m  body (the TVR body 
was f i berg l ass) .  The standard en­
g i n e  was the 7 1 .5  cub ic - i nch  Ford 
A n g l i a  fou r-cyl i n der u n i t .  Var ious 
optiona l  e n g i nes were offered , in­
c l u d i n g  a superch arged vers ion  of  
the A n g l i a  eng i ne and at least 
t h ree d i fferent  C oven t ry- C l i m a x  
p o w e r p l  a n t s .  Depend i n g  on 
t h e  e n g i n e  s e l e c t e d , p r i c e s  
ranged from $2995 to $4595. 

KEEN STEAMLINER 
(c.1955-c .1968) 

The ori g i n al Keen Steam l i ner  
was a shortened,  modi f ied Plym­
o u t h  o f  1 946-48 v i n t a g e ,  c o n ­
verted t o  steam power. I t  was the 
brai n c h i l d  of  Char les F. Keen of  
M ad i so n ,  Wisconsi n .  

Sometime between 1 955 and 
1 968 , Keen produced a second 
c ar,  this one with a modern f i ber­
g l ass convert i ble body. I n  fact, i t  
was the same Victress bodyshel l  
a s  used for the Wi l l i ams steamer, 
o ften lead i n g  to the m i staken be­
l ief that they were one and the 
same. The Keen car h ad its e n g i n e  
i n  t h e  rear a n d  t h e  bo i ler u p  front,  
j u st the reverse of the Wi l l i ams 
brothers' desig n .  I t  also had d i ffer­
ent style bumpers. The second 
Steam l i ner cou ld  bu i l d  u p  suff i ­
c ient steam from a cold start for a 
smoot h ,  powerfu l takeoff i n  less 
t h an 30 seconds. Conf l i ct i n g  re­
ports ment ioned top speeds of 60 
mph and 1 00 mph . The rear­
mounted eng i ne was a V4 of 
un k nown or i g i n ,  and reported ly 
operated on any d i st i l l ate fuel ,  
such as kerosene.  

By 1 968, Thermal  K i n et ics Cor­
porat ion  of Rochester, New York 
h ad acq u i red Keen 's  i n terests. I t  is 
u n l i ke ly  any add i t iona l  c ars were 
produced by t h at f i rm .  

KELLER ( 1 948-50) 

Bobbi Motor Car Corporat ion  
was reorg an ized as the D ix ie  Mo­
tor  Car Corp .  i n  Ju ly  1 947.  I t  was 
at t h i s  po int  that George D. Ke l ler  
took over.  Kel ler  was a respected 
former general  sales m an ag e r  for 
Studebaker.  The company was re­
org a n i zed a g a i n  i n  Nove m be r  
1 947 a s  Kel ler M otors Corp. I t  
moved t o  H u n t sv i l l e ,  A l a bama,  
and the  car' s n ame was c h an g ed 
to Kel ler .  

The Kel ler retai ned the Bobbi­
Kar 's front-end sty l i n g  with its l ow 
horizontal  g r i l le ,  a long w i th  its 
Tors i l as t i c  s u spe n s i o n .  Overa l l  
length  for  both convert i ble and 
stat ion wagon models was n ow 
1 71 i nches.  A cho ice of a fabric or 
metal top was offered for the con­
vert i b le .  The Kel ler featured more 



powerf u l  e n g i nes t h an the Bobbi­
Kar .  A 1 33-c i d  47-bhp Hercu les 
u n it or  a 1 62 -c i d  58-bhp Cont inen­
tal  cou ld be  o rdered . Both  body 
types were offered in two ser ies­
the C h ief ,  and the more d e l u xe 
Su per Ch ief .  The Hercu les e n g i ne 
powered t h e  C h i e f ;  t h e  Su per 
C h ief  u sed the Cont inenta l . Fuel  
cons u m pt i o n  of 35.6 mpg was 
c l a i me d . The t h ree-passe n g e r  
convert i b l e  was ava i l ab le  e i ther 
front- or  rear-e n g i ned,  but  the sta­
t i o n  wagon h ad its powerplant  u p  
fron t .  T h e  wagon was a two-door 
model ,  and we i ghed 2 1 00 pounds .  
The convert i b le was 300 pounds 
l i g hter .  P l ast ic-fabr ic  upho lstery 
m ateri al was u se d .  B ase pr i ces 
s tarted at $895 for  the C h i e f  
convert ib le .  A d o u b l e  b e d  was 
opt iona l  for the stat ion wagon . 

I n  1 948, Kel ler c l ai med to h ave a 
dealer network tot a l i n g  1 1 50 .  Pro­
d u ct ion  was su pposed to reac h an 
an n u al rate of 1 50,OOO-vol u me 
al most as h i g h  as Mercury 's  at the 
t i me .  But  a mere 18  cars had been 
b u i l t by 1 949 , and the company 
went  bankrupt i n  the spr i n g  of 
1 950. That was the end of Ke l ler  i n  
t h e  U n i ted States, a l thou g h  there 
was an attempt in the early '50s to 
b u i l d  a r e s t y l e d  v e r s i o n  i n  
Be lg i u m .  

KING MIDGET ( 1946-69) 

M i dg et M otors Supply  C o .  l ater 
c h an g ed its n ame to M idget  Mo­
tors  Corp .  of Athens ,  O h i o . I ts  
King M id g et was one of the more 
successfu l new American m akes 
i n troduced in the postwar per iod.  
This t iny economy model  was de­
veloped by C l au d  Dry and Dale 
O rcutt .  The ear l iest 1 946 vers i o n s  
were avai l ab le  o n l y  a s  k i ts.  W h e n  
a s s e m b l e d ,  t h e  K i  n g  M i d g et 
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looked l i k e  a s l i g ht l y  modern i zed 
b u c k bo a r d .  At  f i rs t ,  a m a n u a l  
tran sm i ss ion  was u se d ,  b u t  Dry 
and Orcutt  soon prod u ced the i r  
own a u t o m at i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  
w h i c h  then became standard . 

I n  1 95 1 , a redes i g ned K i n g  M id ­
g e t  w a s  offered . I ts  appearance 
was more car- l i k e  t h an the or i g i ­
n a l  mode l , a n d  i t s  two-passen g er 
c arryi n g  c apacity was 1 00 percent 
g reater. The second-generat ion 
model  cont i n ued t h rou g h  ear ly 
1 957 .  A t h i rd ser i es was then i n t ro­
d uced , and i t  looked even more 
convent ional .  

U n t i l  1 966, W i sco n s i n  one-cyl­
i n der e n g i nes powered the K i n g  
M i dget ,  rated a t  7 . 3  t o  8 . 5  h o rse­
power. After t h at ,  Kohler  e n g i nes 
of 9 . 3  to 1 2  bhp were f i t ted.  
Th rou g h o u t  i ts  h i story, fuel  econ­
o m y  w a s  t h e  Ki  n g  M i d g e t ' s  
strong est  se l l i n g  p o i n t :  i t  cou ld  
g et u p  to 60 m pg .  

L ike  Detroit cars,  the K i n g  M id­
g et g rew over the years .  Overal l 
length stretched from 96 i nc hes to 
1 1 7 . Yet,  the wheel base was st i l l  
on ly  76 . 5  i n c hes for the th i rd se­
r ies ,  w h i c h  was the l argest mod e l .  
T h e  K i n g  M i dget a lso put  on  
we i g h t  as i t  g rew o lder ,  from 
aro u n d  400 pounds to a lmost 700. 
N atura l l y ,  pr ices kept pace-from 
a low of near $350, r i s i n g  to j u st 
over $ 1 000. 

The K i n g  M i d g et c ame to an 
end in 1 969 after 23 years, a phe­
nomenal  ru n for such a car in the 
Amer ican auto i n dustry .  Produc­
t ion  over  the years amounted to  
approx i m ately 5000 u n i ts .  

KN UDSEN ( 1 948) 

The K n u d sen was a prototype 
m ade by the K n u d sen M an u factur­
i n g  & Des i g n  Co.  I n c .  of B u ffa lo ,  

Muntz  

Ntc- L-Si lver (P ioneer)  

New Yor k .  Desc r i pt ive detai l s  are 
u n ava i l ab le .  

KRIM-GHIA ( 1 966) 

K r i m - G h i a  o r i g i n ated at t h e  
Kr im Car  I m po rt C o .  of Detro i t .  
K r i m  des ig ned two d i fferent mod­
e ls .  Bod i es for both were supp l ied 
by the famous G h i a  coachbu i ld i n g  
house o f  I ta ly .  A sports mode l ,  the 
1 500 G T  was based on  the F i at 
1 500 and u sed i ts 86-horsepower 
four-cyl i nder  e n g i ne .  The other 
model w as a roadster based on 
the Plymouth B arrac u d a  c h ass i s ,  
powered by a 245-bhp P lymouth 
V8.  Product ion  l asted on ly  a few 
months in 1 966. 

KR UEGER ( 1 947) 

I n  1 947 ,  you c o u l d  order  a new 
Krueger  for $ 1 5 ,000 i f  product ion  
h ad g otten underway as p lan ned . 
A l though that was a whopp i n g  
s u m  o f  money then ,  c o n s i der what 
you m i g ht have h a d :  a s leek ,  low­
s l u n g ,  boatt a i l  roadste r with a 
c l ass ic  u pr i g h t  g r i l le ,  rak ish w ind­
s h i e l d ,  fu l l  fender  s k i rts ,  and a 
2 2 5 - h o r s e p o w e r  M a r m o n  V 1 6  
powerpl ant .  The c h ass is  was Due­
senberg , wi th  a wheel base of 1 06 
i n c hes.  Top speed was sa id  to be 
1 40 m i les per hour .  

The car beg an l i fe in  1 933-34 i n  
the Los An geles area, w i th  a Due­
sen berg M odel  A stra ig ht-e i g ht 
e n g i ne .  Some of the other p arts 
were from prod uct ion  c ars of that 
era.  It appears M r. K rueger ac­
q u i red the car d u r i n g  or  after the 
war and ,  fo l low i n g  a few mod i f i ca­
t i o n s ,  had thou ghts  about se l l i ng 
d u p l i cates of i t .  It i s  doubtfu l any 
add i t iona l  cars were produ ced . 

K U R TI S  ( 1 948-49 ) 
Rac i ng-car  b u i lder  Frank Kur t i s  
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c l a i m s  to have produ ced Arner­
Ica 's  f i rst postwar sports car.  
bu i l t  by h i s  K u r t i s -Kratt f i r m  of 
G lenda le .  Ca l i forn i a. From the 
1 920s throu g h  1 948 .  K u rt i S  made a 
n ame for h i mse l f  W i th h i g h l y  com­
pet i t ive stock-c ar-based racers­
par t i c u lar ly  m i dgets T h i s  vast 
compet i t ion  exper ience ac­
cou nted for the l i g ht . stron g .  and 
d ecept ive l y  S i m p le K u rt i s  Sport 
Car. A l though 95 percent of I t S  
mec h an i c a l p ieces were stock 
product ion-car  I tems .  they were 
carefu l l y  packaged for m ax i m um 
performance.  

The Kurt is  had a 1 00- l nch  
wheelbase . measu red 68 I n ches 
W i de and 1 69 I nches lon g .  and 
weig hed only 2300 pounds .  
Chass is  and body were i n tegra l . 
Ten smooth but  bu l bo u s  body 
panels were bu i l t  over t h i s  sup­
port i ng structure .  The body was 
m ai n ly a lu m i nu m .  w i th stee l doors 
and a f i berg l ass hood and deck . 

I n to t h i s  tu ned body/c h ass i s  
Frank Kur t i s  f i rst i n stal led a s u per­
ch arged Studebaker C h ampion  
e n g i ne .  The smal l  L-head d i d not  
respond as wel l as  he had hoped , 
so he exper imented w i th  a var iety 
of V8s. Ford f l atheads w i th 1 1 0  
horsepower were u sed i n  some 
c ars;  others e m ployed the new 
short-stroke 1 60-bhp Cad i l lac 
e n g i n e .  

K u rt i s ' s m a l l  tactory w a s  i n ­
capable of h i g h  produ c t i o n .  O n ly 
a handfu l-est i m ates are between 
20 and 34-were bu i l t before he 
so ld  out to Earl " M ad man " M u ntz 
for $200 ,000 . Later in the ' 50s 
Frank K u rt i s  ag a i n  b u i l t  a 
street/track sports car ,  the 500S . 
B ased on h i s  t u b u l ar-frame I n dy 
racers, i t  h ad a spartan , A l l ard­
l i ke body. K u rt i s  sold about  25 at 
about $5000 i n  1 954-55, before 
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dropp i ng them to concentrate on 
a l l - out  compet i t ion mac h i nes. A 
few more cars wi th smooth 
f i berg lass bod i es and Ford V8 
power were sold as the K u rt i s  
500M . 

LAHER ( 1 960-1963) 

The Laher was made by the 
Laher Spr i ng & Electr ic Car Corp. 
of Oakland ,  Cal i forn i a  and Mem­
ph is ,  Ten nessee. I t  was a two-pas­
senger ,  three-wheeled,  open elec­
tr ic  with a s i n g le front-mou nted 
wheel . I t  was l i tt le  more than a go l f  
cart . 

LARSON ( 1 966-?)  

Larson was bu i l t b y  the Larson 
Boat Works ,  of L i tt le Fal ls ,  M i n n e­
sota. A l though l i m i ted produ ct ion 
began i n  1 966, the car  reported ly 
cont i n ued i n to the '70s. There is  
l i tt le other ava i l able i n format ion 
about  i t .  

LA SAETTA ( 1 955) 

D u r i n g  the ' 50s ,  t h ere were 
many cars w i th  bod ies made 'of 
that new wonder mater i a l ,  f i ber­
g l ass. The Testag uzza brothers of 
Detro i t  j o i ned the parade with 
thei r La Saetta (The Thu nderbo l t ) . 
Typ i cal of most f i berg l ass-bod ied 
cars, it was bas ica l ly  a two- pas­
senger  roadster .  At least 1 5  were 
bu i l t ,  but no two were al i ke. They 
d i ffered i n  eng i nes (pr imar i ly  O lds 
88 and H u d so n ) ,  w i n d sh i e l d s ,  
g r i l les, ta i l l i g hts, dash boards ,  and 
o t h e r  c o m po n e n t s .  Wheel base 
was around 1 1 0 i nches;  overa l l  
length ranged f rom 200 t o  2 1 0  
i nc hes. Late i n  1 955 a l i n k u p  was 
formed wi th E lectron ic  Motor Car 
Corporat ion of Salt Lake C ity.  The 
resu lt  was a tu rbo-e lectr ic cal led 
E lectro n i c .  

LAWLER ( 1948-50) 

J ames H. Lawler of Hunt i n g ton 
Par k ,  C al i fo rn ia  was the i nventor 
of this steam-powered conversion 
of  a 1 938 Terrap l ane.  There is 
some i n d ication he carried out 
si m i l ar conversi ons of other c ars 
at nearby South G ate. Whatever 
base was u sed , al l conversions 
were du bbed Law ler  Steamobi le,  

LOST CAUSE ( 1963-64) 

Lost C ause was the u n l i kely 
n ame of  what was actu a l ly  a Cor­
vair  mod i f ied by the famous Der­
h am Body Co. of Rosemont, Pen n­
sylvan i a. I t  was so ld  by Charles 
Farnsley, former mayor of  Lou is­
v i l le ,  Kentucky ,  and proprietor of 
Lost Cau se M otors. 

The car's roof and seats were 
covered with b l ac k  leather,  and 
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w i re wheel s  were f i tted . M ost of 
the spec i al equi pment was found 
i n s ide .  The dash panel i nc l uded 
an alt i meter, com pass, and c l oc k ,  
as we l l  as a f u l l  complement of 
ra l ly  and rac i n g  i n struments.  The 
d ash , steer ing whee l ,  and door 
panels were f i n i shed in hand­
r u bbed Kent u c k y  b u r l  w a l n u t .  
Other items i n c l uded l ap robes, 
f i t t e d  l u g g ag e ,  a n d  a p i c n i c  
h am p e r .  P r o c l a i m e d  as " t h e  
wor l d ' s m o st e x p e n s i ve smal l 
car , " the Lost C ause carr ied a 
$23,200 pr ice tag . The on ly  opt ion 
was an eng i ne modi f ied by John 
F i tch (see Fitc h ) ,  wh ich l i fted top 
speed to nearly 1 20 mph.  

LUPEAR ( 1 963) 

G e o r g e  L u pear  from W a l l e d  
Lake,  M i c h i gan was former ly  wi th 
the Ford M otor Company.  He had 
i n vented j et- propel led water sk is  
a n d  a por tab le  m ag n e t i c  d r i l l  
press. H i s  car, a n  8-passenger 
u t i l i ty veh ic le ,  was constructed 
w i th the ass i stance of  Rocco 
P u g l i ese . A 6000-po u n d w i n c h  
was one o f  i ts features. Top speed 
was 60 mph ,  and i t  cou ld  g et a 
c l ai med 40 mpg . 

MK I I I  ( 1 968) 

M K  I I I  seems to be Fi berfab' s 
Valkyr ie wi th some var i at ions .  The 
Port land ,  Oregon f i rm of Auto 
Craft Northwest marketed th is  car 
wi th e i ther a m i d- or rear-eng i ne 
setup .  The buyer had a cho ice be­
tween Chevro let 327 or 427 c u bi c­
i n c h  V8s for  t h e  m i d -e n g i n e 
mod e l .  The rear-eng i ne version 
mounted the 1 64 -c i d  Corvai r f lat 
s i x .  Pr ices were $4600 (rear-en­
g i ne) , $7500 (327 V8) ,  and $ 1 2,500 
(427 V8) .  M K  I I I  was offered as a 
l i m ited-product ion sports car per­
son a l l y  bu i l t to owner spec i f ica­
t ions .  The i nter ior  featu red f u l l  i n ­
s t r u m e n t at i o n  a n d  n a u g ah y d e  
bucket seats f l an k i n g  a center 
console. Leather u pho lstery was 
an opt i o n .  MK I l l s were a lso ava i l ­
a b l e  i n  a variety of k i ts a t  pr ices 
ran g i n g  from $895 to $4850. 

MARKETEER ( 1954-date) 

M arketeer was a two-passenger 
shoppi n g  c ar from Electr ic M ar­
keteer M a n u factur ing  Co. of Red­
l ands,  C al i forn i a. As the n ame 
sugg ests, i t  was powered by s ix 6-
volt  batter ies t h at ran a 3-horse­
power electr ic motor. A rang e  of 
30-35 m i les between c h arges was 
n o rmal . T h i s  was a th ree-wheeler 
wi th i ts s i n g le wheel at the front .  
The top was made of fi berg l ass. 
Operat i n g  costs of  only $1 per 
month were c l ai med by the m an -

ufacturer. A 1 956 C al i forn i an 
model so ld  for $735. M arketeer 
electr i c  veh i c les are st i l l  produced 
in Redlands by Nordco E lectr ic 
Veh ic le  D iv is ion .  

MARKETOUR ( 1 964) 

M arketou r  was bu i l t i n  Long 
Beach ,  Cal i forn i a  by M arketou r 
E lectr ic  Cars.  It was a two- pas­
sen ger ,  th ree-whee l  e lectr ic w i th 
the s i n g le wheel at the front .  S ix  
heavy-duty batter ies,  spec i a l ly en­
g i neered for  e lectr ic  cars ,  pro­
v ided power for its 36-volt  motor.  
The car had fou r  forward speeds 
and one reverse. Operat i n g  range 
was 35-40 m i les  o n  a s i n g l e  
ch arge.  Th is  boxy veh i c l e  h ad a 
steel body wi th  a removable lea­
t h e ret te - c o v e r e d  t o p .  O v e r a l l 
length was 84 i nches,  wheelbase 
64 i nches.  A '/4-ton p i c k u p  model 
was a lso b u i l t . 

MARKETTE ( 1 967�68) 

West i n g house Electr ic Corp.  
bu i l t th is boxy electr ic .  I t  was 1 1 6 
i n c hes long and had a 45-horse­
power motor. Twelve 6-vo l t  bat­
teries accounted for about h al f  the 
1 730-pound curb wei ght .  A re­
tractable e lectr ic  cord for b attery 
rech arg i n g  was supp l ied .  The bat­
teries were good for at least two 
years, and cou ld  be repl aced for 
about $300. R an g e  was 50 m i les,  
and top speed was 25 mph.  Al­
tho u g h  th is  was a prototype, pro­
d u ct ion cars were p lanned to se l l  
for less th an $2000. I t  i s  bel i eved 
prod uct ion did not act u al ly  g et u n­
derway, probabl y  due to l ac k  of  
buyer i n terest . The M arkette is  
somet i mes confused wi th  the M ar­
k et e e r  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  m ad e  
b y  t h e  M ar keteer D i v i s i o n  o f  
West i n ghouse .  

MARQUIS ( 1954) 

The chassi s  of th is  two-door 
fastb a c k  sports c o u pe was a 
R e n au l t ,  pres u m a b l y  t h e  4 C V  
model . Marq u i s  was to b e  a rather 
l uxur ious smal l  c ar wi th a pro­
posed sel l i n g  pr ice of $31 00 .  The 
prototype's body was made of 
a l u m i n u m ,  but product ion models 
were to be o f  " p l astic , "  perh aps f i ­
b e r g l a s s .  T h e  d ev e l o p e r  w a s  
P l ast i c ar o f  Doylestown , Pen nsyl­
van i a. The n ame P l ast icar has er­
roneous ly  been a:pp l i ed to th is  car.  

MARS I I  ( 1 966-c .1 970) 

M ars I I ,  from Electr ic Fuel Pro­
puls ion Inc .  of Ferndale, M ich igan ,  
was an electr ic c ar based o n  the 
Renaul t  10  body. 

Power was prov ided by fou r  3-

volt battery packs ,  each cons ist­
i n g  of five lead-cobalt batter ies.  
The battery packs alone wei g hed 
1 900 pounds ,  accou n t i n g  for al­
most ha l f  the car 's  4 1 60-pound 
we i g h t .  Dyn am i c  brak i n g  ch arged 
the batter ies d u r i n g  coast i n g  and 
brak i n g ,  so the dr iv ing  range was 
60- 1 20 m i les between c h arges.  
Five-year or 50,OOO-m i le battery 
l i fe was c l ai med . Replacement 
cost for the power pac k s  was 
arou nd $600. Th is  e lectr ic  had a 
top speed of 68 mph ,  but c r u i s i n g  
speed was arou n d  4 5  t o  5 5  mph .  I t  
took j ust 1 2  seconds to accelerate 
from 0 to 40 m p h .  

MARTINETTE ( 1 954)  

M artinette was b u i l t  b y  M art i n  
Deve lopment Laborator ies i n  Ro­
che l le  Par k ,  New Yor k .  J ames 
V e r n o n  M art i n , an i n n ovat ive  
designer ,  sketched out a three­
wheeler in 1 932 . After many ex­
peri ments,  fal se-starts, and rev i ­
S ions ,  a prototype was completed 
in 1 948. 

By 1 954, M art i n ' s  company h ad 
been reorgan i zed as the Com­
m o n w e a l t h  Research C o r p .  o f  
N e w  York C i ty .  Under Common­
wealth ' s auspi ces a few c ars were 
prod uced . Li ke the prototype, they 
were two- or three-passenger ve­
h i c les of teard rop sh ape, a l l  th ree­
wheelers with the s i n g l e  wheel at 
the rear. The body was 1 1 4 i nches 
long and m ad e  by Biehl  Autobody. 
I t  had wood panel i n g  l i ke a stat ion 
wagon , hence the new n ame Sta­
t i o n ette (o r somet i me s ,  M art i n  
Stat ionette ) .  Su spended o n  r u b­
b e r ,  t h e  S t at i o n e t t e  u se d  n o  
spr i n gs ,  shock absorbers, axles,  
d r iveshaft , u n i versal j o i nts,  o r  d i f­
ferent i a l .  Its mag net i c  f l u i d  d rive 
m ade a c l u tch  u n n ecessary. The 
rear-mounted eng i ne was a 24-
b h p  H e r c u l e s  fou r .  M ax i m u m  
speed was between 4 0  and 45 
m p h ,  fuel consumpt ion 60 to 70 
m p g .  An u n known n u m ber of Sta­
t ionettes were b u i l t  and so l d  for 
$ 1 000 eac h .  One was a panel de­
l i very produ ced in 1 955 based on 
M art i n ' s  desi g n s. The desig ner 
sold his bus i ness to B asso n s  I n ­
d u st r ies C o r p .  somet i me arou nd 
1 955 or '56.  H i s  car  was then re­
n amed the B assons Star. 

M AVERICK ( 1 953-55) 

T h i s  M aver ick w as not con­
n ected with the Ford Motor Com­
pany. R ather,  i t  was m ade by 
M aver ick M otors of  M o untain 
V iew, Cal i forn i a .  

For a three-passenger c ar,  i t  
w as qu i te l arge.  M o u n ted o n  a 
C ad i l l ac c h ass is ,  it h ad a wheel­
base of 1 22 to 1 28 i nches,  and i ts 
length was 1 6  feet. The s leek 



f i berg l ass body was ava i l ab le  with 
one ,  two, or  no doors.  

A s p u n - c o p p e r  i n s t r u m e n t  
p a n e l  i n c o r po rated a Stew art ­
Warner  vac u u m  g au ge/tachome­
ter, and 1 60-m ph speedometer, 
among others. P l ast ic  was u sed 
for the u p h ol stery.  A l though the 
f loor  was made of ha l f- i n c h  
m ari ne  p lywood , i t  was i m preg­
n ated with spec i al res i n ,  then 
coated with sound-deaden i n g  ma­
teri al . A Cad i l l ac eng i ne with 
Borg-Warner overdrive was u sed.  
O n l y  about seven cars had been 
completed when prod uct ion came 
to an end in 1 955. 

MCDONOUGH ( 1 959-65) 

McDono u g h ,  G eo rg i a  was the 
h ome of  the T i n  L izz ie  and the 
B u c k board,  sm a l l  c ars made pr i ­
m ar i l y  for  you n g sters by  M c Don­
ough Power Eq u i pment ,  Inc .  The 
Tin L i zz ie  M odel  T- 1 0  Torpedo 
w as a h alf-scale rep l i c a  of  a 1 9 1 0  
Ford Model  T .  A 3-horsepower en­
g i ne  prope l led the fi berg l ass-and­
stee l -bod ied car u p  to 1 0  m i les per 
h o u r  o n  d r iveways,  parks,  etc . ( i t  
w a s  not i ntended f o r  road u se ) .  A l ­
thou g h  bu i l t  for  you n g sters, i t  had 
" ample  power and strength  for 
h au l i ng two adu lt s . "  Fu l l y  as­
sem bled ,  the T i n  L i zz i e  sold for 
$353 . 00 ;  in k i t  form, m i n u s  e n g i ne,  
the pr ice was $249 .50. 

MERCURY SPECIAL ( 1946) 

M ercu ry Spec i al was b u i l t by 

Playboy (station wagon prototype) 

Powel l  
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. 
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Pau l Omoh u nd ro of Los Ange les ,  
who put  an  a l u m i n u m  sports-car 
b o d y  on a M e r c u ry c h a s s i s .  
T h o u g h  O m o h u n d r o  c o n t e m ­
p l ated u s i n g  C ad i l l ac power, the 
or i g i n al M ercu ry e n g i n e  was re­
ta ined .  Hopes of g ett i n g  t h i s  c ar 
i nto product ion  were dashed by 
postwar m ater ia l  shortages. 

MERRY OlDS ( 1 958-62) 

Merry O l d s  was b i l l ed as the car 
w i th "the backward look" (con­
trast i n g  w i th C h rysler Co rpora­
t i on ' s " forward look"  s logan of 
t h at t i me) . I t  e m u l ated the o r i g i n a l  
c u rved-dash O l d s  o f  1 903 a n d  was 
bu i l t by American Air Products,  a 
Fort Lauderdal e , F lor i da  f i r m .  
Construct ion was of p lywood a n d  
stee l .  Power c ame from a C l i n ton 
4-horsepower a i r-cooled s i n g le,  
w h i c h  d rove the left rear wheel  by 
c h ai n .  The car h ad two forward 
speeds and one reverse, p l u s  an 
autom at i c  c l utch . Top speed was 
35 m p h ,  fue l  economy an aston­
i s h i n g  67 m p g .  

MERRY R U N ABOUT 
(c.1960) 

T h e  M e r r y  R u n a b o u t ,  f r o m  
G reg-San K l ass ic  K ars o f  G len­
da le ,  C a l i forn i a, was a h alf-scale 
rep l i c a  of  the c u rved-dash 1 903 
O lds .  A Lawson 2 .5-horsepower 
fou r-cycle eng i ne was used. Top 
speed was 1 5  m p h .  A two-passe n ­
g e r  novelty veh i c le ,  i t  was o n l y  65 
i n c hes long  and we i g hed a mere 
1 90 pounds .  

Rockefel ler Yankee 

Rol lsmobi le 

MIDGET (date unknown) 

M i dget was b u i l t  by G reenf ie ld ­
L i ppman i n  B u ffa lo ,  New York 
and m ay be rel ated to the P l ay­
boy. However ,  no o t h e r  i n fo r ­
m at i on about  t h i s  car is avai l ab le .  

M IGHTY MITE ( 1 953) 

Once ag a i n ,  front-w heel d rive 
advocate Ben F .  Gregory pre­
sented a new veh i c le desi g n .  T h i s  
t i me,  however. I t  was a fu l l - t ime 
fou r-w heel-d r ive Jeep- l i ke veh i ­
c l e .  M id - Amer ica Research Cor­
porat ion of Wheat l an d ,  Pen n sy l ­
van i a  h a d  g reat hopes f o r  gett i n g  
t h i s  smal l ,  versat i l e  veh i c le  i n to 
product ion  w i t h  a w i de range of 
body types. The combi n at ion of a 
l i g h t  e n g i ne,  a l u m i n u m  body, and 
smal l  s i ze (64- i n c h  wheel base, 96-
i n c h  length )  made th i s l i g htwe i g h t  
( 1 496-pou nd )  veh i c le i deal f o r  the 
M ar i nes as a tran sport veh i c le for 
ai rborne assau l ts .  The prototype 's  
a i r-coo led Porsche eng i ne was to 
be repl aced in product ion  ver­
s ions  by a mod i f i ed Lyco m i n g  65-
horsepower a i rcraft e n g i ne .  

MINICAR ( 1 969) 

M i n i cars I n c .  of G o leta, C a l ifor­
n i a  des ig ned t h i s  smal l  th ree-pas­
s e n g e r  m ac h i n e w i t h  b i g - c a r 
featu res l i ke automat i c  t ran s m i s­
s ion  and a ir  cond i t ion i n g .  I n  sp i te 
o f  its short d i mensio n s , it h ad 
40 i nches of legroom.  Overal l 
length  was a m od est 1 08 i nc hes .  
A 1 64 - c i d  a i r-c o o l e d  s ix  w as 
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u sed . The ant ic ipated pr ice of 
$2500 was based on prod u ct i on 
v o l u m e  of 25,000 u n i ts an n u a l ly . 
but  i t ' s  doubtfu l the project ever 
went beyond the 1 969 prototype. 

MOBllETTE (c .1965) 

The M o b i l ette was m ade by Mo­
b i l ette E lectr i c  C ars,  Long Beac h ,  
C a l i forn i a . There is  no descr ip t ion  
of  t h i s  car  ava i l ab le ,  o ther  than the  
fact that i t  was an  e lect r ic  run­
about .  

MOH S (1967-78) 

The f i rst Mohs  car was not b u i l t  
u n t i l 1 967,  t h o u g h  B ruce Ba ldwin  
M o h s '  M a d i so n ,  W i scons in  com­
pany d ates back to 1 948.  

The monstrous Ostentat ienne 
O pera C o u pe t i pped the sc ales at 
5740 pounds ,  and meas u red 246 
i n c t'les long  and 69 i n ches h i g h .  
O v e r h a n g  w a s c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  
s i nce the whee lbase was o n ly 1 1 9 
i nc hes . 

I n ternat iona l  H arvester suppl ied 
the c h ass is  to M o h s  spec i f ica­
t i o n s ,  as we l l  as a 304-cu b i c - i n c h  
V 8  w i t h  1 93 horsepower. Opt iona l  
were a huge 549-c i d  V8,  wh ich  de­
veloped 250 bhp ,  and a f ive-speed 
manua l  transm iss ion .  The l arger 
e n g i n e  was c l ai med to g ive the 
car a top speed of  1 1 5 mph;  with 
the smal ler e n g i ne ,  1 00 mph was 
the m ax i mu m .  

H ere are j u st a few i tems from 
the Ostentat i e n n e ' s  long l i st of  
e q u i pm e n t :  q u artz- i od i n e h e ad ­
l i g h t s ,  s e a l e d - be a m  t a i l l i g h t s ,  

Rowan E lectric 

---- - ------- - . -----
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wide whi tewa l l  7 50 x 20 t i res by 
Denman (the I n ner tubes f i l led 
wi th pure n i trog e n ) ,  water-cooled 
auto m at i c  t ran s m i s s i o n ,  remov­
able s k y l i g h t ,  b u t a n e  f u r n ace­
heate r ,  24 - k arat gold I n l a i d  wa l ­
n u t -covered I n st r u m e n t  p a n e l , 
3/4- l nch M l n g Dyn asty-style carpet 
w i t h  3/8- l n c h  pad , a n d  v e l vet 
upho lstery A l l  t h i s  cost $ 1 9 , 600 i n  
the l ate '60s, w i th the 549 V8 
pr iced at $25 ,600. 

U nderstandab ly .  the demand for 
such an expen s ive .  u northodox 
package was extremely  l i m i ted, 
and prod uct ion general ly ran to 
about th ree or four cars per year. 
Nevertheless,  the model was os­
te n s i b l y  I n  p rod u ct i on t h ro u g h  
, 9 7 8 ,  a t  l east . A n  ad d i t i o n a l  
model ,  the Safar l kar ,  was I n tro­
duced In 1 97 1 . I t  was descr i bed as 
a du al -cow l phaeton wi th  metal 
top ,  and so l d  for  $ 1 4 , 500. 

MOTA ( 1 953) 

Mota came from B an n i ng E lec­
t r ic  Products Corp.  Automot i ve 
D iv is ion  of New York C ity.  I t  h ad a 
f iberg lass body and was a g as­
electr ic hybr i d .  

MOTORETTE ( 1 947-48) 

At f i rst g l ance,  i t  appeared to be 
a motor scooter. I ts two-passen­
ger capac i ty  and three whee ls ,  
h owever ,  took i t  out of the  scooter 
c l ass-bare ly .  Ra is ing  the rear 
hood exposed a 4 . 1 -horsepower, 
o ne-cy l i n d e r  a i r -coo l ed e n g i n e .  
Power was tran s m i tted t o  t h e  left 
rear wheel by c h a i n  dr ive .  Lug­
g age was stored u nder the bench 
seat or in a fron t  storage compart­
ment u nder a t i n y  h i n ged l i d .  I n  
p lace of a steer i n g  whee l was a 
sort of h and lebar.  Total weight  
was 380 pou nds .  Overa l l  len gth 
was o n l y  90 i nches, and wheel­
base was J ust 60 i n c hes. Ti res 
were 4 . 00 x 8. Motorette Corpora­
t ion of Buffa lo ,  New York sold i t  
complete wi th pushbutton starter, 
horn ,  l i g hts ,  mech an i cal brakes, 
and 6-vol t  battery for o n l y  $495. 
The company is said to have gone 
ban k rupt i n  1 948.  

MULTIPLEX ( 1 952-54)  

M u l t i p lex was b u i l t b y  t h e  M u l t i ­
p l e x  M a n u fact u r i n g  C o .  of Ber­
w i c k ,  Pen n sylvan i a. From 1 9 1 2  to 
1 9 1 5, t h i s  f i rm bu i l t a very good 
car, but product ion was l i m i ted to 
scarce l y  more than a dozen u n i ts .  
M u l t i p lex tr ied for  a second t ime 
after Wor ld  War  I I  ( i ts  pr i mary 
bus iness was the manufacture of 
Cr isp in  a i r  valves) .  

T h e  postwar M u l t i p lex was a 
t w o - p as s e n g e r  s p o r t s  m o d e l  
m ad e  f rom p r o p r i et ary c o m po-
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n en t s .  W i l lys F-head four- and 
s i x -cy l i nder e n g i nes were used, 
mod i f ied to deve lop 87 and 1 24 
h o rsepower ,  respec t i v e l y .  The 
car 's  frame was a tubu lar tru ss­
type.  A t r a n sverse s p r i n g  and 
w i sh bones made u p  the i nde­
pendent front su spens i o n .  

O n l y  three cars were b u i l t  from 
1 952 to 1 954 . 

M U N TZ ( 1 949-54 )  

Earl  " M ad m a n "  M u ntz h ad 
been a promoter s ince the age of  
1 2 .  when he bou g ht o l d  M odel  Ts ,  
f i xed them u p ,  and so ld  them at  a 
pro f i t .  He opened a u sed-car lot i n  
h i s  h ometown of E l g i n ,  i l l i nO I S  i n  
the ear ly ·30s. Later h e  began se i l ­
I n g  car rad ios .  Thro u g h  1 940,  
M u n tz rap i d l y  bU i l t  a smal l sa les 
empire .  When Fran k Kurt is  
deci ded to qui t  the auto bus i ness,  
the M ad man boug h t  h i m  out .  The 
M u ntz Car Company bU i l t 28 
M u ntz Jets i n  G lendale before 
mov i n g  to Evan sto n ,  I l l i no i s .  
There another 366 Jets were b u i l t  
between 1 950 and 1 954 . 

As a two-seater ,  the Kurt is  
lacked broad appeal , so whee l ­
base w a s  i ncreased I n  the 
tran sformat ion to M u ntz .  Cars 
b u i l t  in G lendale measured 1 1 3  
i nches,  those b u i l t  i n  Evanston 
1 1 6 Inches, compared to the 1 00-
I nch wheelbase of the K u rt i s .  As 
q U ic k l y  as he c o u l d ,  M u ntz 
sw i tched body con struct i on  from 
a l u m i n u m  to stee l ,  w h i c h  was not 
o n l y  more d u rable but cheaper. 
The Jet sold for $5000-$6000. 

M u ntz a l so changed the ru n­
n i ng gear .  K u rt i s  h ad been us ing  a 
3 .73 : 1  rear ax le rat io ,  w h i c h  M u ntz 
said "wou ld  j u st u n rave l"  the 
Cad i l lac V8. So, he i n stal led a 
3 .24 : 1  rear ax le  that made the Jet a 
bi t  s l ower off the l i ne than the K u r­
t is ,  but faster at the top end .  Ac­
cord i n g  to M u ntz ,  a Jet wou ld  do 
1 28 mph. After the move to I l l i no is ,  
M u ntz sw itched to  the f l athead 
336 . 7-c id  L i n c o l n  V8 with 1 54 
horsepower. These heavy eng i nes 
h ad an adverse effect on  hand l i n g ,  
a n d  later Jets were hardly the 
g ro u n d  h u g gers the K u rt i s  h ad 
bee n .  However ,  the Jet was by no 
means u nexc i t i n g  to d rive. Ac­
celerat ion  from 0 to 60 mph took 
9- 1 2  seconds:  top speed was 
arou nd 1 1 0 m p h .  

M u n t z  s topped b u i l d i n g  h i s  
sports car for the same reason as 
a lot of other c u stom car pro­
d u cers. He was los i n g  mon ey­
about $1 000 per car ,  he sa id­
thro u g h  lac k  of vo l u me. 

MURENA ( 1969-70) 

The M u ren a  was a l u x u ry two­
door sports stat i o n  wagon con-

ce lved by Joseph Vos, an i m porter 
of Br i t i sh cars for M u re n a  M otors 
Ltd . of New York C i ty.  The cars 
were bu i l t  by I n termecc an i c a  of 
T u r i n ,  I taly .  A 360-horsepower,  
429 c u b i c- i nch Ford V8 prov i ded 
the power. The veh ic le  was 205 
i nches long on a 1 1 8- i n ch whee l ­
base. Wei g h t  was appro x i m ate ly  
3770 pounds .  An i nd icat ion  o f  the 
car 's  l u x u ry was i ts  $ 1 4 ,950 pr ice.  

MU STANG ( 1 948) 

The M u stang was desi g ned by 
Roy C. McCarty of the M u stang 
E n g i n ee r i n g  Corp .  in  Seat t l e .  
Ear l ier ,  McCarty h ad been serv ice 
m anager  of the Ford M otor Com­
pany's  L i n c o l n  D i v i s i o n .  Wi th  i ts 
f lat front ,  the M ustang l ooked 
much l i ke a bus in the head-on 
v iew. I t  a lso had a s lop i n g  rear 
end .  

T h e  5 9 - h o r s e p o w e r  r e a r ­
mounted Hercu les four  was ac­
cess ib le  by a door on  the left  s ide .  
A tubu l ar-steel frame wi th  a 1 02-
i nc h  wheel base was u sed,  and the 
body was a lum i n u m .  The M u stang 
had room for s ix  peopl e :  two i n  
front and four  i n  the bac k .  I t  was 
expected t h i s  u n u su a l  car wou ld  
sel l for  $ 1 235, but vo l u me prod uc­
t i o n  was not  ach i eved . 

N A SH -HEALEY ( 1 950-55) 

G eorge M aso n ,  p res i d e n t  o f  
N a s h - K e l v i n at o r  C o r p o r at i o n ,  
Kenosh a, W i sco n s i n ,  met Eng l i sh 
r a l l y  d r i v e r  and car  des i g n e r  
D o n a l d  Healey i n  1 949.  The i r  con­
versat ion n atura l l y  led to cars ,  and 
soon an i dea hatc hed : why n ot 
b u i l d  a Nash-based two-seater, 
powered by the b i g  235 c u b i c - i nch 
Nash s i x ?  The resu lt  was one of 
the f i rst A n g l o-Amer ican hybr ids .  

The overhead-valve N ash s i x  
was a stro n g ,  modern u n i t  c apable 
of a fai r amount of " hott i n g  u p , "  
a s  Healey q u i c k l y  fou n d .  He f i tted 
it w i th  a pai r of B r i t i sh SU carbure­
tors,  a hot cam,  and an 8:1  com­
pression a l u m i n u m  c y l i nder head . 
The resu l t  was a heal thy 1 25 
horsepower at 4000 rpm . Healey 
combi ned the th ree-speed N ash 
t ran s m i ss i on w i t h  B o r g - W ar n e r  
overd r ive,  h am mered out  a rac i n g  
body-a smooth enve lope wi th a 
l arg e head rest-and entered the 
car in  I ta ly 's  M i l l e  M i g l i a  en­
d u rance race. I t  f i n i shed n i n th i n  
i ts  c lass. For L e  Mans ,  two N-Hs 
were entered . One f i n i shed fourth 
overal l  beh i n d  two Tal bots and a 
J ag u ar.  A year l ater, a lone  N-H 
was s i xth overal l ,  and  four th  in  
c l ass. 

W i t h  p e r f o r m a n c e a n d  
d u rab i l i ty establ i shed, M ason and 
Healey worked toward putt i n g  the 
car i n to product ion .  A l u m i n u m  

bodies were bu i l t b y  Panelcraft 
Ltd . I n  E n g land .  Healey 's  com­
pany I n  Warw i c k sh i re d i d  the rest 
of I t .  Onto the B r i t i sh roadster sty l ­
I n g ,  a N ash gr i l l e ,  badge ,  head­
l i g h ts, bumpers ,  and other t r i m  
parts were bol ted o n .  Product ion  
beg an In  m i d - 1 950. By ear ly  1 95 1 , 
Healey was s h i p p i n g  1 0  cars a 
week to the U n i ted States. The ' 5 1  
model l i sted f o r  $4063. Whee l base 
was 1 02 I nches,  and curb we ight  
was arou nd 2700 pounds .  N ash 
so ld  1 04 for the model year . 

M ason d id n ' t  care m u c h  for 
H e a l ey ' s  s l ab-s i ded a l u m i n u m  
body w i th i ts two- piece,  f l at-pan e  
w i n d s h i e l d .  S o  f o r  1 952,  he ca l led 
i n  P i n i n fa r i na .  H e a d l  i g h t s  w e re 
mounted i n board , a two-bar g ri l le  
between the m :  the w i n d s h i e l d  was 
one-p i ece and s l i g h t ly  c u rved ; the 
rear fenders had a prono u nced 
bu lge ,  w h i c h  broke up the s l ab­
s i ded look . The body was now a l l ­
s t e e l-c h e a p e r  and  e as i e r to  
repa i r  than  al u m i n u m .  By carefu l 
e n g i neer i n g ,  c u rb we i g ht was ac­
tua l l y  reduced.  The 1 952 vers ion 
so ld  for  much more-$5868-but 
prod uct ion i ncreased to 1 50 u n i ts 
for the model  year. I n  l ate 1 952,  
Nash f i tted a l arger 4 . 1 - l i ter  (253-
c i d )  eng i n e  that deve loped 1 35 
bhp at 4000 rpm.  T h i s  was f i tted to 
most cars for 1 953 and l ater.  

For the 1 953 model year,  1 62 
Nash-Healeys were produced and 
a coupe model was added o n  a 
longer  1 08- i nc h  wheel base , prob­
ably the prett iest i n  the ser ies. 
Prices were now $5444 for the 
c o n v e rt i b l e  a n d  $5899 for t h e  
c o u p e .  T h e  ' 5 3  c o n v e r t i b l e  
we ig hed 2700 pounds ,  the coupe 
2970. 

H ardtop models  proved re la­
t i ve ly  popu l ar, so the convert ib le  
was d ropped for '54 .  The coupe 
was mod i f ied wi th  a three-p iece 
wraparou n d  rear w i ndow i nstead 
of the one- piece bac k l i g h t ,  and 
the rear s ide g l ass  was raked back 
at the top. A total of 90 c o u pes 
were b u i l t  for '54 . Some leftovers 
were reg i stered as 1 955 models.  
In the end ,  vo l u me was n ot suff i ­
c ient  to s u sta i n  the project .  

N AVAJO (c.1954) 

The N avajo was m ad e  by N avajo 
M otor C ar Co. o f  New York C i ty .  
One source n ames the maker  as 
J i m  Crai g of R u m so n ,  New York. 

The Navajo was a t h ree-passen­
ger sports car.  Bucket seats h ad 
not  yet m ad e  much  i m press ion  o n  
Amer icans,  s o  i t  had a s i mple 
bench seat . A M ercury f l athead va 
tweaked u p  to 1 30 horsepower 
was u sed.  A 0-60 mph accelera­
t i o n  t i me of 7 8  seconds was 
quoted . The c ar 's  most str i k i n g  



featu re was its styl i n g ,  a c lose 
copy of the J ag u ar XK-1 20. 

N ORVEll ( 1 946) 

The Norve l l  was n amed for its 
b u i l d e r ,  J ac k  N o rv e l l of L o s  
Ange les.  A desc r i pt i o n  of  t h i s  c ar 
i s  not  cu rrent l y  avai lab le. 

N U-KlEA (1 959-60) 

Despite its n ame, the N u - K l ea, 
from N u - K lea Automob i l e  Corp. of  
Lansi n g ,  M ic h i g an ,  was a smal l  
e lectr ic  and not  an atomic-pow­
ered car.  Each rear wheel was 
d r iven by a separate motor .  The 
steel c h assis carr ied a f i berg l ass 
body in e i ther  c onverti b le  or  h ard­
top sty le .  A range of  75-85 m i les 
per c h arge was c l ai med .  T h i s  two­
passenger  car was suspend ed by 
leaf spr i n g s  at the rear and co i l  
spr ings  i n  f ront .  

OlDS 1 901 REPLICA ( 1 968) 

The Olds  1 90 1  Rep l ica c ame 
from the Horseless C arr i age Corp.  
of  Fort Lauderdale , F lor ida .  I t  was 
a 3/4-sc ale facsi m i l e  of the ear ly 
c u rved-dash Olds r u n about .  

OMEGA ( 1967-68) 

The st i l l born 1 966 G ri ff i th  G T  
w as g iven n e w  l i fe i n  1 967 a s  the 
Omega. The car was taken over by 
S u s p e n s i o n s  I n tern at i o n a l C o r­
porat ion of M an h asset, New York,  
though actua l  construct ion was 
c arr ied o u t  by H o lm an and M oody 
of C h a r l o t t e ,  N o rt h  C ar o l i n a . 
Steve W i l d e r ,  f o r m e r  tec h n i ca l  
ed i tor  of  Car and Driver mag az i n e ,  
was t h e  h e ad o f  Su spen s i o n s  
I n t e r n at i o n a l .  T h e  o n l y  m aj o r  
change made b y  the new f i rm was 
a switch from the G ri ff i th 's  P lym­
outh  V8 to a Ford 289 V8 e n g i n e  
a n d  d r i ve l i n e .  T h e  p r i ce w a s  
$8250. F o r  1 968 , the 302 Ford V8 
w as l i sted as a factory- i n stal l ed 
opt i o n  for $400. B ase pr ice h ad 
now r isen to $8950. As before, the 
steel bodies were m ad e  by I n ter­
meccan i c a  in Tur in ,  I taly.  

After  t h i s  poin t, the car con­
t i nued i n  p roduct ion for several  
years as the Tori n o ,  I tal i a, and 
I M X .  Al l  were presumably  as­
sembled by In termeccan ica .  

PANDA ( 1 955-56) 

The Panda, from Smal l C ars I n c .  
of  Kansas C i ty, w as a $1 000, two­
passenger  veh i c l e  b u i l t  o n  a 70-
i n c h  w h e e l b as e .  A f i be r g l ass 
road ster body styled l i ke a c h i l d ' s  
pedal c a r  w as mounted o n  a frame 
o f  the man ufacturer 's own desi g n .  
T h e  top w as a two-piece p l ast i c  
affai r ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  stored i n  t h e  
trun k .  A c h o i c e  of  a 44 cub ic- inch  

Aerojet fou r-cyl inder  eng ine  or  a 
67-c id Koh ler  f l at tw i n  was an ­
n o u n ced for 1 956 (the 1 955 proto­
type sported a C rosley eng i n e ) .  

PANKOTAN ( 1 940) 

Paul Pan kotan of M i am i ,  F lor i d a  
is  t h e  o n ly reference t o  t h i s  ve­
h ic le ,  aside from a 1 940 b u i l d  
d ate . Spec i f i c at ions  are n o t  c u r­
rent ly ava i l ab le .  

PANTHER (1 962-c.1963) 

The Panther Automobi le  Co. i n  
Bedford H i l l s ,  New York made t h i s  
two-passenger  f iberg l ass sports 
c ar of  very sleek appearance. Two 
models were ava i l ab le ,  each us­
ing a 1 57 . 4  c u b ic- inch  Dai m l e r  V8 
t h at d eve l o ped 1 45 horsepower. 
In the de luxe  model M, h i g her 
com pression and tw i n  carbu retors 
ra ised output  to 1 90 bhp. The M 
c o u l d  h i t  1 50 mph ,  and the stan­
d ard model  1 30 m p h .  

C o i l  spr i n g s  were used for the 
i n d e p e n d e n t  f r o n t  s u s pe n s i o n ,  
w h i l e  sem i -e l l i pt i c  leaf spr ings  
and rad i u s  rods  were employed at 
the rear. The Ben d i x  brakes were 
se l f-ad j u st i n g .  A 94- i n ch wheel­
base was u sed for both models .  
Pr ices were $4250 for the stand ard 
versio n  and $4995 for the M .  

PAXTON ( 1 951 -54) 

Somet i mes k nown as the Pax­
ton Phoen i x ,  t h i s  was a f ive-pas­
sen g e r  car from Paxton Eng i neer­
i n g  Co .  of  Los Angeles .  This was 
the same f i rm t h at suppl ied su­
perchargers to Studebaker i n  the 
ear ly  '60s. Brooks Steven s  d i d  the 
sty I i n g for the f i  berg I ass h ardtop 
body. The top was desig ned to 
open and c lose e lectr ica l l y :  when 
open,  i t  moved backwards and 
r e s t e d  o n  t h e  r e a r  d e c k .  A 
"torque-box" frame wei g h i n g  1 60 
pounds  was u sed . Wheel base was 
1 1 8  i n c hes.  

At least two possi b le eng i nes 
were cons idered . The more i nter­
est i n g  of  these was a 1 20-horse­
power three-cy l i nder  steamer .  A 
compound s ix -cyl inder  steam e n ­
g i n e  w a s  a lso u nder  deve lopment .  
M uc h  of  th is  en g i ne work was 
done by none other t h an Abner 
Doble,  who had c reated the ad­
v an c e d  D o b l e  s t e a m  c ar s  o f  
1 9 1 4- 1 93 1 . 

Despite the Paxton 's top-notch 
tec h n i ca l  bac k i n g ,  i t  u l t i m ately 
d i d n ' t r u n  o n  ste a m .  A rear­
m o u n te d  P o rsc h e  1 500 e n g i n e 
was f i t ted i n stead . Prod u c t i o n  
costs convi n ced b u i lder  Robert 
Paxton M c C u l l oc h  not  to p u rsue 
the prog ram, whjch ended i n  1 954. 

PECO BUCKAROO ( 1 957) 

A n o t h e r  of t h e  " bu c k bo a r d " 
type veh ic l es ,  the B u c k aroo was 
p r o d u c e d  by P r o d u ct i o n  E n g i ­
neer i n g  Company (PECO)  o f  Aus­
te l l ,  G eorg i a. T h i s  smal l ,  i nex­
pensive off- road " fu n "  car was 
powered by a 3-horsepower rear­
mounted e n g i ne.  The bas i c  wh i te­
ash frame,  stee l fenders ,  and f i ­
berg l ass cow l i n g  (wi th  the " sm art 
cont i nental  look " ) rode on 1 2- i nc h  
wheels, and a 573/s- i nc h  whee l ­
base. A top speed of  1 8  m i les per 
h o u r  was atta i n able in t h i s  1 85-
p o u n d  c a r .  

PERR YMOBllE ( 1 942-45) 

The Perrymob i le  Company of 
Los Ange les and a b u i l d  d ate of 
1 942-45 are the on Iy  p i eces of  i n­
f o r m at i o n  c u r r e n t l y  av a i l a b l e  
about th is  veh i c l e .  The t ime span 
wou ld  s u g g est a smal l run about 
d es i g n ed t o  r u n  on m i n i sc u l e  
q u an t i t ies o f  rat i o ned g aso l i ne ,  o r  
powered b y  electr i c i ty .  

PION EER ( 1959-c .1960) 

P i o n e e r ,  L i p p e n cott P i o n ee r ,  
a n d  N i c-L-Si lver are n ames t h at 
h ave been var ious ly  app l i ed to 
th is  e lect r ic  model m ade by the 
N i c - L-S i lver B attery Co .  of Santa 
A n a , C a l i fo r n i a .  W h atever t h e  
n ame,  t h e  desi g n  featu red tw i n  
motors t o  d r ive t h e  rear whee l s .  B y  
f l i p p i n g  a s imp le  tog g l e  switCh ,  
t h e  d r iver c o u l d  put t h e  car i n  for­
ward or  reverse. Depen d i n g  on 
d r i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s , l o ad ,  a n d  
speed , range w a s  40-1 00 m i les 
between battery c h arges. The bat­
ter ies c o u l d  be ch arged overn i g ht 
from 1 1 0- or 220-volt out lets .  

Offered i n  sport cou pe ,  hardtop, 
and stat i o n  w a g o n  s t y l e s ,  t h e  
P ioneer u sed f iberg l ass body con­
struct i o n .  Propr ietary product ion­
c ar whee l s ,  ax les, and brakes 
w e re i n co rpo rate d .  S u s pe n s i o n  
was of  the trai l i n g-arm,  tors ion­
bar type. Overal l  length was 1 57 
i nches and curb  weight  was 1 800 
pou n d s .  P rodu ct ion  ended i n  l ate 
1 959 or  ear ly 1 960. 

PIR A N H A  (1967) 

P i r a n h a  w as m ad e  by A M T  
Corp.  of  Phoen i x ,  Ar izona with es­
sent i al l y  the same lower body styl­
i n g  as the 1 964 e x peri mental C R V .  
Cycolac p l ast ic w a s  u sed f o r  the 
body,  w h i c h  h ad h i dden head­
l i g hts and g u l l w i n g  doors.  A t i l t­
type stee r i n g  wheel  was a lso fea­
t u red .  By m i d- 1 967,  o n l y  f ive or  s i x  
cars h ad been constructed. The 
p roject ended shortly thereafter .  
Price for t h i s  two-passenger  c ar 
was to h ave been arou n d  $6000 . 

Minor Makes 

PlA YBO Y ( 1 947-51 ) 

P l ayboy was the  m U C h - p u b­
l iC i zed m i n ic ar of the P l ayboy 
M otor Car Corp.  of B u ffal o ,  New 
Yor k .  

Former Packard salesman LOU I S  
H orow itz was president  o f  the 
P l ayboy company The v ice-pres i ­
dent  was C h ar les D.  Thomas.  for­
mer ly of Pont i ac .  Experi mental  
work on the car had beg u n  before 
U . S. entry i nto World War I I  A 
prototype appeared as early as 
1 94 0 .  Alth o u g h  Horowitz ex­
p e c t e d  p r o d u c t i o n  t o  r e a c h  
1 00 , 000 cars a n n u al ly ,  j u st 90-97 
were b u i l t  over the make's short 
fou r-year l i fet ime.  

The P l ayboy was a th ree-pas­
senger convert ib le ,  with a factory­
u ndercoated u n i t  body. A n ormal  
fabr i c  top was fou nd on some of  
the very f i rst examp les, but the fa­
moU!� fo l d i n g  steel top soon be­
c a m e  a P l ayboy t r a d e m a r k .  I t  
cou l d  b e  opened or  c losed by 
hand from w i t h i n  the car.  

A Hercu les 40-horsepower fou r  
was u sed i n  most P l ayboys ,  a l ­
though some h ad a Cont inental  
e n g i n e  of s i m i l ar d i sp l acement .  
The manu facturer c l a i med fuel  
consumpt i o n  of 25 mpg for c i ty 
dr iv i n g ,  and 30 m pg for the cou n ­
try.  Two o f  the car 's more n ote­
worthy mechan i cal  features were 
a three-speed Warner Gear auto­
m at ic  tran s m i ss i o n  and se l f-ad­
j u st i n g  b r a k e s .  O n  a 90- i n c h  
whee l base, t h e  2035-pou n d  P l ay­
boy h ad an overa l l  length  of  1 55 
i nches.  

POWEll ( 1 954-56) 

The Powe l l  Sport Wago n  was 
u n usual  in several  ways. A l th o u g h  
reg i stered a n d  so ld  a s  n e w ,  i t  i n ­
corporated rem an ufactu red P l ym ­
o u t h  p arts. I t  w a s  a fu l l -s i zed 
mode l ,  se l l i n g  i n i t i a l l y  for o n l y  
$998.  T h e  Powel l  concept of a re l ­
at ive l y  low- s l u n g  p ickup on a pas­
sen ger-car c h ass is  was l ater pop­
u lar ized by Ford ' s  Ranc hero and 
C hevro let ' s  E I  Camino .  Thoug h  
n o t  u n attractive, the Sport Wag­
o n ' s  appearance was rather boxy 
and p la i n ,  contr i but i n g  to the ease 
and low cost of  b u i l d i n g  i t .  The 
body was stee l ,  except for a f i be r­
g l ass  n ose p a n e l .  T h e  rebU i l t 
c h ass is and 90-horsepower en­
g in e  were f rom Plymouths of  the 
'40s and '50s. Overal l length was 
1 4  feet 9 i nches, wheel base was 
1 1 7 i nches, he i g ht was 5 feet 8 
i n ches. 

P ow e l l  M a n u fact u r i n g  C om ­
p a n y  ( brot h e r s  C h an n i n g  a n d  
H ayward) of  Compto n ,  Ca l i forn i a  
h a d  been a motor scooter manu­
factu rer  before switc h i n g  to l a rger  
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veh i c les By 1 956 . the price of the 
S p o r t  W a g o n  ( p i c k u p )  h a d 
reac hed $ 1 1 95 ( stand ard ) and 
$ 1 295 (de l uxe ) .  and a stat ion 
wagon ($1 525) had been added to  
the l i ne Approxi mately 2200 p ick­
ups and 200 stat ion wagons were 
sold th rou gh a very l i m i ted dealer 
network 

POWER CAR ( 1 953-67 ) 
Al thou g h  des ig ned ma in ly  for 

c h i l dren . some of these l i t t le  veh i ­
c les were promoted a s  adu l t  fun 
cars. The 1 953 Power Car J r . was 
powered by a mod i f i ed starter mo­
tor from a Ford V8 . In appearance 
it resembled a m i n i ature tractor 
w i th whee ls .  The d i str i butor was 
M yst ic R iver Sales Company of 
M yst i c .  Connect icu t .  The Power 
Car Company. also of M yst i c .  was 
the maker of the electr ic powered 
Thu nderbird J r . from 1 955 to 1 957 .  
The 1 957 vers ion and a m i n i ature 
'57 Mercu ry ( B i g  M J u n ior) were 
ava i l able w i th a 2-cyc le ,  2-horse­
power gasol i ne eng i ne at extra 
cost. In 1 965,  the Thu nderbi rd Jr .  
and M ustang J r .  were ava i l able in  
c h i ld ren 's  mode ls  wi th electr i c  
power, or w i th e i ther 20-mph gas­
o l i n e  e n g i nes or  5-mph e lectr ic  
motors for " ad u l t  fu n . "  

PUB LIX ( 1 947-48) 

The P u b l i x  was announced i n  
1 947 b y  t h e  Pub l i x  Motor C a r  Co. , 
wh ich c l aimec1 to have factories i n  
B u ffa lo,  New York,  a n d  across the 
r iver i n  Can ada at Fort Er ie ,  On­
t a r i o .  I t  was a two-p asse n g er 
three-wheeler with a choice of fa­
br ic  or plex i g l ass top. The s i n g l e  
wheel was a t  t h e  front.  An a lumi­
num tube frame was used, a long 
with an a l u m i n u m  body.  A l u m i ­
n u m  e n g i nes ran g i n g  from 1 .7 t o  
1 0 .4 horsepower were considered . 
A feath e r- l i g h t  v e h i c l e ,  P u b l i x  
weig hed o n l y  1 50 t o  250 pounds.  
On a 50- i nch  wheel base, i ts over­
a l l  length was 72 inches.  

The steer i n g  wheel cou ld  be 
posit ioned for dr iv ing on either 
side of the car .  The starter was the 
s imple pu l l -type and a belt-dr ive 
tran smi ssion was u sed.  Speeds of 
40-60 mph were attai n able ,  de­
p e n d i n g  on t h e  e n g i n e ,  a n d  
c l ai med fuel economy was i n  the 
70-90 mpg range.  

One B .  de H .  McCloskey de­
s i g ned the P u b l i x ,  and p l anned to 
bu i Id 1 000 a week ,  mostly for ex­
port. However, there ' s reason to 
bel ieve not everyth i n g  was r igh t  
about  t h e  c o m p a n y .  Com­
pany off ices were said to be lo­
cated i n  Newark , New Jersey and 
W i l m i n g t o n ,  De l aw are ,  but the  
Newark a d d ress w as noth i n g  
more than a mai l box .  
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P U P  ( 1 948-49 ) 
Two q U i te d i fferent ly  styled cars 

were proposed under the Pup 
n ameplate. One was a very bas I c  
open two-seat roadster w i th four 
separate fenders and no doors or 
top. The other .  presu mably a l ater 
desi g n .  was an enc losed coupe 
with s lab-sided styl i n g .  Features i n ­
c l u ded s i d e  c u rtai ns  and a fu l l ­
per imeter rubber bu mper. Both 
mode l s  were to be ava i l able w i th 
an au tomat i c  c l utch and cho ice of 
a 7 .5-horsepower s i n g le-cy l i n der 
B r i g g s  & Stratton e n g i ne ,  or  a 1 0-
bhp two-cy l i nder u n i t .  The bod ies 
of both were of wood ; vary i n g  re­
p o r t s  I n d i c a t e d  p l y w o o d  o r  
pressed-wood construct i o n .  Fuel  
consumpt ion was in the 50-60 
mpg range,  top speed was 35-40 
mph, and pr i ces were $500-$600. 
The maker was Pup Motor Car 
Company of Spencer, W i scons i n .  

QUANTUM (1 962-63) 

The Q u antum was a rebodied 
Saab, b u i l t by Q u antum Corp.  of 
R o c k l a n d ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  
M ec h an ical  components,  i n c l u d­
i n g  the 42-horsepower three-cyl­
i n de r ,  two-st roke  e n g i ne and 
front-wheel dr ive, were natural ly of 
Saab or i g i n . The Q u antum was 1 50 
inches long ,  e ight  i nches less 
than the Saab; i ts 85- i nch wheel­
base was a foot shorter. C u rb 
weight  was a l i ght  900 pounds.  
The car was d i str i buted through 
i n d i v i d u al Saab dealers i n  the 
U .S .  

RAMBLER 1 902 REPLICA 
(c .1959-60) 

The Rambler  1 902 Repl ica  was 
another o ld-t i me revival  of Amer­
i can A i r  Products of Fort Lauder­
dale , F lor ida (see M erry O lds ) .  I n  
1 960, produ ct ion was taken over 
by G as l i g h t M otors C or p .  o f  
Lethrup V i l l age,  M ic h i g a n .  I n  v iew 
of th is ,  it seems reason able to as­
sume the R ambler Rep l ica  was a 
predecessor of the 1 960 Gas l i g ht .  

RIK-MOBllE ( 1 948) 

R i k  as i n  r ickshaw,  mobi le  as i n  
motorized transportat ion tel l s  the 
story. C h i n a  Eng i neeri n g  Corpo­
rat ion of  San Franc i sco must have 
seen a market for a three-p l ace, 
three-wheeled motor scooter to 
rep l ace the venerable r ickshaw .  
The fi rst model was sh ipped to 
C h i n a  for d e m o n strat i o n  p u r­
poses. Steer i n g  was contro l led by 
hand lebars, the thrott le  by a r i g ht­
h an d  grip.  C l utch and brake ped­
als w e re c o n v e n t i o n a l ly p o s i ­
t i oned o n  t h e  f l oorboard .  Top 
speed was on ly  35 m i les per  hour .  

Fue l  consumpt ion was a th r i f1y 80 
m i les per g a l l o n .  

ROADABlE ( 1 946) 

Roadable,  from the Southern 
A l rcraf1 D iv i s ion ,  Portable Prod­
ucts Corp.  of G ar l an d ,  Texas was 
a car/p l ane comb i n at ion des i g ned 
and bu i l t  by Ted Hal l .  O n l y  one 
example i s  thou ght  to have been 
constructed . 

A three-wheel des i g n ,  the 
Roadable had i ts s i n g l e  wheel 
mounted at the front .  The two rear 
wheels and the propel ler  aided 
in take-off .  When ai rborne,  the 
wheels d i sengaged from the dr ive, 
and ai lerons and e levators were 
control led by the steer ing  whee l .  
A Fran k l i n  1 30-horsepower en­
g ine  powered th is m ach ine ,  wh ich  
cou ld  cru i se at  about 1 1 0 mph in  
the a i r  w i th  a ran ge of 600 m i les .  
Only f i ve m i n u tes were req u i red to 
remove the w i ngs ,  tw i n-boom tai l 
sect i o n ,  and prope l ler  i n  convert­
i n g  the veh i c le for road u se.  Such 
i tems m i g h t  then, presumably ,  be 
left at the ai rport .  On the h i g hway, 
the Road able cou l d  travel  at 
speeds u p  to 60 mph.  

ROADPlANE ( 1 945) 

R o ad p l an e  was d es i g ned by 
Norman Dav idson ,  an eng ineer 
with Conso l i d ated A i rcraf1 Co. in 
San D iego .  Conso l i d ated was not 
i nv o l ved w i t h  t h i s  pro ject ,  a l ­
though a s  t h e  n ame i mp l ies t h i s  
veh i c le  cou l d  be driven as a c a r  o r  
f lown a s  a p l ane.  T h e  36-foot 
w i n g s  and other ai rpl ane controls 
were detac h a b l e .  A 75-h orse­
power ai r-coo led engine powered 
t h i s  three-wheeler .  There is some 
i n d icat ion the prototype m ay not 
have been comp leted . 

ROAD R U N N ER ( 1 963) 

Road Ru n ner was made by the 
Cyc lone Sales Co.  of Los An­
ge les .  No fu rther descript ion i s  
obta in able a t  present. 

ROCKEFEllER YANKEE 
( 1 953) 

A tou g h ,  d u rable body of f i ber­
g l ass and V i br i n  was the main  fea­
ture of th i s  fou r-passenger sports 
c ar .  Des i g ner Warren Shi ber h ad 
a l i k i n g  for Ford products,  hence 
the Ford V8 eng i ne,  c l utch ,  gear­
box, rear end ,  and spri ngs .  Even 
the frame was mod i fied Ford.  For 
$2500 you wou ld  g et a 2000-
pound car t h at cou l d  do 1 00 m i les 
per hour tops, and 0 to 60 mph i n  
1 2  seconds.  A n d  i f  you shou ld  
d am ag e  t h e  body ( m o l d ed by 
L u n n  Lam i n ates of Long I s land)  a 
repai r k i t  was prov ided so you 

cou ld f ix i t  up  in a hu rry. D i men­
s iona l l y ,  the car had a 1 00- inch  
wheel base. 66- i n c h  w idth ,  and  1 4-
foot overal l length .  The Yankee 
featured f u l l  Stewart- Warner i n ­
st rumentat i o n ,  i nc l u d i n g  a tach­
ometer.  The t i res were 6 . 00 x 1 6. 
Rockefe l ler  Sports Car Corp.  of 
Rockv i l le Centre. New York ex­
pected this car to get 25 m i les or 
more per g al lon . 

ROCKET ( 1 948) 

The Rocket car, from Hewson 
Pac i f i c  Corp.  of Los Ange les ,  was 
a th ree-passenger model r i d i n g  a 
1 06 - i n ch wheel base, wi th a 1 6 1 -
i nch  overal l length .  Two e n g i nes 
were ava i lab le ,  either a 65-horse­
power fou r  or a 95-bhp s i x .  Wi th 
either e n g i ne,  a torque-converter 
automat i c  transm i ss ion  was stan­
d ard .  Top speed was 75 mph for 
the fou r  and 95 mph for the s i x .  
T h e  body cons i sted of ten al u m i ­
n u m  panels ,  a n d  t h e  sty l i n g  was 
s imp le  and attract ive. P r i c e w a s  
around $1 500 . Very few of  these 
cars were made. 

ROllSMOBllE 
( 1 958-c.1961 ) 

Rol l smob i l e  was a rep l icar from 
Fort Lauderdale,  F lor ida .  I t  w as 
made by Starts M an u fact u r i n g  Co.  
f rom 1 958 to arou n d  1 960, then by 
the Horseless Carr iag e  Corp.  for a 
short t ime .  Two models were of­
fered , each s l igh t ly  smal ler than 
the or i g i n al that i ns p i red them. 
One was based on the 1 90 1  O l d s, 
the other o n  the " 1 90 1 " Ford.  
(Si n ce the fi rst product ion Ford 
appeared in 1 903, the l atter des ig­
n at ion  i s  i ncorrect . )  Power came 
from an ai r-cooled 3-horsepower 
C o n t i n e n t a l  e n g i n e ,  a n d  t o p  
speed was 3 0  m p h .  G as consump­
t i o n  was a commendable 1 00 mpg.  

ROWAN ( 1 967-69) 

The t iny  Rowan electr ic was 
b u i l t  by Rowan Contro l ler Co .  of 
Westm i n st e r ,  M ary l a n d ,  a n d /o r  
Oceanport,  New York .  I t  was a 
c losed e lectr ic run about wi th  a 
p l e a s a n t- l o o k i n g  G h i a  b o d y .  
Some o f  i ts mechan i cal parts were 
from DeTomaso . The c ar u sed the 
dynamic-brak i n g  method of  gen­
e r at i n g  power d u r i n g  c o a st i n g  
and decelerat ion .  I ts ran ge was a 
rem ar k a b l e  200 m i l es between 
charges. 

R S l  (c . 1969-? )  

T h e  R S L  c ame from R S L  Cor­
porat i o n  of C leve l an d .  A l though it 
seems to have been m ad e  for a 
n u m ber of years starti n g  i n  1 969. 
there is no ava i l ab le  d ata on the 
car 's  speci f icat ions .  



R UGER ( 1 969-c.1972) 

The R u ger was bu i l t by Sturm 
R u g er & Co.  I nc .  of Southport,  
C o n nect i c u t ,  the f a m o u s  g u n  
m aker .  A rep l i ca ,  i t  was i ns p i red 
by the 4 .5- l i ter  Bent ley tourer .  The 
R u g er u sed f i berg l ass body pan­
e l s  covered wi th  n a u g ahyde to i m ­
i tate t h e  leather-covered Bent ley 
body. Sem i -el l i p t ic  leaf spr i n g s  
were u sed a l l  around .  T h e  wheel­
base was 1 3 1 i nc h e s .  overa l l 
length  was 1 86 i nches .  The en­
g i ne was a 427 c u b i c - i n c h ,  425-
horsepower Ford V8 , w h i c h  g ave 
0-60 mph accelerat ion of about  
7 . 7  seco n d s-very g o o d  for  a 
3 5 3 5 - p o u n d  c a r .  A m ax i m u m  
speed of 1 1 0 mph was c l ai med . 
The pr ice was $ 1 3,000. Product i on 
cont i n u ed i nto the ear ly 1 970s.  

R U S SEll ( 1 946) 

Raymond Ru sse l l  of Detro i t ,  a 
former Ford M otor Co.  employee, 
was beh i n d  t h i s  mechan i c a l l y  u n ­
u sua l  c a r .  I t  u sed hydrau l i c  four­
w he e l  d r i v e :  t h e  m a i n  e n g i n e  
p u m ped o i l  th rou g h  a motor at 
each whee l .  There were seven to 
1 5  forward speeds.  The c ar was 
c l ai med to be smoother-ru n n i n g  
than a steamer, and t o  have more 
power i n  low gear than any other 
car .  B rak i n g  was accomp l i shed by 
s low i n g  the o i l  f low,  or  revers i n g  
i t .  There w a s  no need for a trans­
m i ss i o n  or  d r iveshaft . A p l ywood 
body on an experimental  c h ass is  
h e l pe d  k e e p  t o t a l  w e i g h t  t o  
aro u n d  2000 p o u n d s .  A year  
e ar l i e r ,  R u sse l l  had b u i l t  t h e  
G ad about .  

SAVAGE ( 1968-69) 

If you h ad a yen for a P lymouth 
Barrac u d a  but  wan ted somet h i n g  
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Skorpion 

hotter than the factory cou l d  pro­
V ide .  and perhaps a c u stom i zed 
appearance as wel l ,  Auto Craft 
Company was h appy to o b l i g e .  
T h e  Fond d u  L a c ,  W i sc o n s i n  
company eq u ipped convert i b les 
or cou pes w i th 343, 383. or 440 
M ag n u m  eng i nes wi th carbu retor 
and m an i fo ld  modi f icat ions .  The 
suspension was st i ffened up a b i t .  
The G T  i m age was  a ided by  the  
add i t ion  o f  c u stom a lum inum w i re 
whee ls .  spec i a l  g r i l l e .  c u stom f i ­
ber g l ass hood a n d  dec k l i d (wi th  
i n t e g r a l  spo i l e r ) .  and ex posed 
chrome exhau sts be low the roc ker 
pane l s .  The i n ter ior was not over­
l oo k e d .  e i t h e r .  The rea l  wood 
d ash board contai ned fu l l  i n stru­
mentat ion ,  and the steer ing wheel 
w a s  a l so w o o d .  A n  a l l -v i n y l  
buc ket-seat i n ter ior was stan d ard . 
complete wi th  wa l l -to-wa l l  loop­
p i l e  c arpet i n g .  

SAVIANO ( 1 960) 

Sav iano Scat was bu i l t  by Sa­
v i ano Veh ic les  I nc .  i n  Warren,  
M ic h i g an .  " Sc at"  was an acronym 
for Sav i ano C argo and Tou r i n g .  
a n d  w a s  apt f o r  t h i s  veh i c l e :  a go­
anywhere two-door,  fou r-passen­
ger Jeep-type c ar.  The rear seats 
cou ld  be fo lded down for addi­
t ional  c argo space.  The frame was 
m ade of welded rectan g u lar  tub­
i n g .  T h e  body u sed 1 6- g au g e  
stee l ,  twice t h e  t h i c k ness o f  that 
common ly u sed . The doors were 
eas i ly removable .  Steel or c anvas 
tops were opt i o n a l ,  and cou l d  a lso 
be removed.  The e n g i n e  was an 
a i r-cooled 25-horsepower Koh ler  
u n i t  teamed w i th  a th ree-speed 
Borg-Warner  t ransmiss ion .  T h i s  
1 700-pound veh ic le  h ad a n  80-
i nc h  wheel base, and was pr iced at 
$ 1 395 .  

Sky l i ne 
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SCOOTER CAR ( 1 947) 

The Scooter Car.  the prod u ct of 
an u n known man ufacturer.  was a 
two-passenger  veh i c le av ai l able 
in several forms .  One 5-horse­
power model  l acked a conven­
t iona l  body and was fi tted on ly  
w i th  an g u lar  mud g u ards .  A 7 . 5-
bhp model had a fu l l  body. w h i le a 
th i rd var iat ion  had o n l y  front-end 
body pane l s .  Product ion  l asted 
o n ly a few months .  

SCOOTMOBllE (c .1946 ; 
1952) 

Scootmobl le  was the res u l t  of  
efforts by th ree Coru n n a. M ic h i ­
g an men : Norman A n derson ,  Ver­
non Servoss ,  and Lester Sworth­
woo d .  The i r  car  made u se of many 
a i rc raft parts .  The body w as a 
mod i f ied au x i l i ary fuel  tank that 
ro l led on  a i rp lane wheels ,  two i n  
front a n d  o n e  at t h e  rear.  Top 
speed was a moderate 40 mph, a l ­
though 70 m ph was c l a i me d .  Pro­
d u ct ion  p lans  for t h i s  $350 c ar.  
w h i c h  i n c l uded automat ic  trans­
m i ss i o n ,  never m ater ia l i zed . 

A nderson moved to Owasso. 
M i c h i g a n ,  a n d  m a d e  a n o t h e r  
Scootmo b i l e  i n  1 952.  L i ke the fi rst 
vers i o n ,  t h i s  was a th ree-w heeler 
w i th  the lone wheel at  the back .  A 
1 2- horsepower two-cyc le  e n g i n e  
w a s  a l so rear-mounted.  Over a l l  
l e n g th of t h i s  torpedo- s h aped 
roadster was about 1 08 i n c hes. 

SEAGRAVE ( 1 960) 

Seag rave was a stab at the 
g ro w i n g  c o m p ac t - c a r  m a r k e t  
m ad e  b y  Seag rave F i re Apparat u s  
Co.  i n  C o l u m b u s, O h i o .  Three 
p rototypes were b u i l t .  al l  on a 93-
i n c h  wheel base. Two had f i ber­
g l ass bod ies,  w h i l e  the th i rd was 

Stutz 

i\ 

Swi ft-T 
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made of a l u m i n u m  A four-cyl i n ­
d e r  Cont inenta l  e n g i n e  g ave the 
1 700- po u n d  car a top speed of 
75-80 m ph Seag rave hoped to se l l  
I t  for u nder $3000 , but the car 
neve r saw product ion .  

SKORPION ( 1 952-54)  

T h e  Sko r p l o n .  m a d e  by t h e  
W i l ro C o .  o f  Pasadena.  C al i forn i a. 
w a s  a p l e a s a n t  l ook i n g , l o w ­
p r i c e d ,  f i berg l ass sporty car that 
rece ived rather w i de p u b l i c i ty i n  
i t s  day .  I t  was sold a s  a k i t  for Jus t  
$445 ,  or fu l l y  assembled for  $ 1 200. 
The Skorpion was des igned to ac­
cept several d i fferent c h ass i s  and 
e n g i nes .  The best com b i n at ion  
was the C ros ley Hot Shot  c h ass is  
and the Ford f lathe ad V8!60 . On 
th is  80- i nch  whee lbase, the l i tt le  
car  t i p ped the sc ales a t  J u st over 
1 000 pou n d s .  A Su per Skorpion 
w i th open i n g  doors i n stead of c ut­
dow'n s ides was advert i sed for 
$640. 

SKYLI N E  (c . 1953) 

Skyl i n e  was produced by Sky­
l i ne I n c .  of J am aica, New York.  
Skyl i n e  was a two-passenger  
h ard top-conver t i b l e .  I ts L - h e ad ,  
85- horsepower s i x ,  a long w i t h  i ts  
c h ass i s and most lower body pan­
e ls ,  were shared w i th  the Henry J .  
The g r i l le resembled that of the 
1 95 1  Nash . At the push of a but­
ton ,  the top swu n g  completely out  
of s i g h t .  Many safety features 
were i n c o rporate d .  T h e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t  panel  w a s  leather-covered , 
and a l l  k nobs and switches were 
located on  a console between the 
seats. H i g h-bac k  seats and safety 
b e l t s  w i t h  s h o u l d e r  h ar ne sses 
were standard .  The Skyl i ne was 
i ntended to se l l  for less than 
$3000. 
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SPOOK ELECTRIC ( 1 968) 

" C h arge Now-Dr ive L ater"  
was Dynam i c  Deve lopment 's ad­
vert i s i ng sl ogan for its vers ion of 
the smal l  e lectr ic town car. The 
Pasadena, Cal i forn i a  f i rm touted it 
as the fi rst modern prod uct ion 
electr ic It was, in  fact, typ ica l  of 
many such desi gns that d i d  not 
succeed A 36-volt DC bai l -bear­
i n g  motor was connected to the 
rear wheels by a cha in  dr ive .  S ix  
6-vo l t  batter i es c o m p leted the  
power package.  The steel -and-f i ­
berg lass body rested on a stee l ­
channel  frame . The car  wei ghed 
on ly  750 pou nds,  and was 99 
i nches long and 41 i nches h i g h .  
T h e  s u s p e n s i o n  w a s  by  c o i  I 
spr i ngs ,  with al l fou r  wheels  i nde­
p e n d e n t l y  s p r u n g .  T i res were 
500 x 8s. 

STAR DUST ( 1 953) 

Star Dust was made in Los An­
geles,  presumably by the G r ant­
ham M otor Car Co.  There was a 
c l ose c o n n ect i o n  between the  
G rantham k i t  car and the  Star 
Dust .  The latter was possi b ly  the 
assem bled  vers i o n .  Star D u st 
u sed an altered Ford c h assis with 
a 1 1 O- i nch  wheel base. The eng i ne 
was also Ford , but located f ive 
inches lower and 1 9  i nches farther 
back in the chassis than normal . 
Weig ht was 2650 pou nds.  Est i ­
mated pr ice  was $3750 . 

STAR LITE (c .1959-? )  

Starl ite, manufactu red by Kish 
I nd u str ies Inc .  of Lans i n g ,  M ic h i ­
g a n ,  may also have been known 
as the K ish .  I t  was an electr ic 
sports mod e l ,  with an 82-i nch 
wheelbase and an overal l length 
of 1 48 i nches.  A sof1-top version 
was produced,  and a c lear-p l ast i c  
h a r d t o p  m o d e l  w as p l a n n ed .  
Prices were arou n d  $3000. 

STORM ( 1 954) 
Storm was a short- l ived prod uct 

of Sports Car Development Corp.  
i n  D e t r o i t .  D e t a i l s  are q u i t e  
sketchy. I t  had a two-passenger 
Berton e  body a n d  250 - h o r se­
power Dodge V8, but l i tt le  other 
i n format ion  about i t  is ava i l able .  

STOR Y ( 1 950) 

The Story was constructed by 
Tom Story of Port land,  Oreg o n .  It 
was a sports model ,  based on a 
frame made of 1 0-gauge Ch rome­
M o l y  c h a n n e l  stee l ,  to w h i ch 
W i l lys front  su spension , rear axle,  
and spri n g s  were attached. The 
steer ing gear was from a Mercu ry. 

The eng i n e  was bas ica l ly  a Ford 
V8160 but w i th  Offen hauser 1 0 . 5 : 1  
compress ion heads, tw i n  carbure-
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tors, and dua l  man i folds,  w h i c h  
boosted o u t p u t  to 1 1 3 h o rse­
power. Top speed was 1 05 mph .  
To g ive good balance and i m ­
proved rear tract ion,  t h e  eng i ne 
was l o c ated 1 6  i n c h es fart h e r  
back than normal . Wheelbase was 
97 i nches,  and the car weig hed 
2080 pou nds.  Probably on ly  one 
car was made, though Story i n ­
tended t o  prod uce more copies for 
sale at about $3500 apiece. 

STOUT PROJECT Y ( 1 946) 

Beg i n n i n g  in 1 936 , the br i l l i ant 
i n v e n t o r -e n g i n e e r  W i l l i a m  B .  
Stout prod uced u n ique stream­
l i ned cars cal led Scarabs in h i s  
Detro i t  factory. The desi g n  was 
taken l argely from John Tj aarda' s 
experi mental Sterkenbergs, w h i c h  
had themselves evolved i nto the 
p r e w a r  L i n c o l n - Z e p h y r .  S t o u t  
q uoted a pr ice o f  $5000 for h i s  
rear-en g i n ed fastbac k s ,  a n d  a 
h andfu l  were b u i l t  through  1 94 1 . 
I n  June  1 945, Grah am-Pai ge Pres­
i dent Joseph W. Frazer acq u i red 
Stout 's  serv i ces to develop a pro­
posal for the postwar car he hoped 
to b u i l d .  After Frazer j o i ned with 
H e n ry K a i ser to form K a i se r­
Frazer Corporat ion ,  Stout con­
t i nued to experiment at  K-F 's  fac­
tory in W i l low R u n ,  M i c h i g a n .  

Sto u t ' s  prototype w as c a l l ed 
" Project Y ,"  and d i ffered i n  detai l 
from h i s  prewar Scarabs. I n stead 
of a Ford V8 , the new desig n  u sed 
a 95-bhp Mercury V8-though th is  
wou ld have obvious ly  been re­
pl aced by a K-F eng i ne on produc­
t ion models.  The body was fi ber­
g l ass-along with the 1 946 Darr in ,  
one of  the  f i rst u ses of  th is  m ate­
r ial for body construct ion .  Like the 
Scarabs, Project Y featu red a vast 
open space beh i n d  the front seat 
in which a 74- i n c h -wide rear seat, 
cargo p l atform,  or even a smal l  
desk m i g h t  be i n stal led at  the 
owner's w h i m .  

K-F  abandoned Project Y i n  l ate 
1 946 because i t  was too rad ical 
and too expens ive.  The pr ice was 
a lso forbidd i n g :  Stout est i m ated a 
prod u c t i o n  vers i o n  m i g h t  cost 
$1 0 ,000. Project Y was fortun ately 
saved for poster i ty ,  and may be 
seen tod ay at the Detroit H i stor ical 
M u seum.  

STUART ( 1 962) 

The Stuart was a two-passenger 
fi berg l ass-bod ied electr ic m ade 
by Stu art Motors i n  Kalam azoo, 
M ic h i g an .  Overal l  length was 1 1 5  
i nches, w i dth 64 i nches, hei g h t  56 
inches. E ight  6-vo l t  batteries sup­
p l i ed c urrent to the 4-horsepower 
motor. The Stuart had a 40-m i le 
range when d riven at 35 mph . The 
1 200-pou n d  veh i c l e  was ava i l able 

i n  a passenger vers ion for  $ 1 600 , 
or as a commerc i al for $1 500. 

The s ix-year-old company had 
produced a predecessor i n  1 960, 
the Voltaram electr i c .  Neither car 
seems to have gotten beyond the 
prototype stag e ,  however .  

STUDILLAC ( 1 953-55) 

The Stu d i l l ac convers ion was 
b u i l t  by B i l l  F r i c k  M otors  of  
Rockvi l ie Centre, New York .  Around 
1 953, Fr i c k  beg an i n stal l i n g  C ad i l ­
l ac e n g i nes i n  Studebaker hard­
t o p s .  T h i s  was a g reat c o m ­
bi n at ion : a product ion body of 
outstand i n g  beauty cou pled wi th 
a h i g h - perfo r m a n c e  C ad i l l ac V8 . 
Accelerat ion from 0 to 60 mph 
took j ust 8 .5 seconds,  and top 
speed was 1 25 m p h .  The Stud i l l ac 
conversion added some $ 1 500 to 
the  Stu d e b a k e r ' s  cost ,  so the  
total package pr ice in  1 954 was 
$3695 with three-speed manual  
t ra n s m i s s i o n , or  $ 4 1 9 5  w i t h  
Dual-Range Hydra- M at i c .  

STUTZ ( 1 969-date) 

The Stutz, b u i l t  by Stutz M otor 
C ar of America I n c . ,  New York 
C ity, i s  another rev iva l ,  but in 
n ame on ly .  The car itself i s  mod­
ern, q u i te s i m i l ar in appearance to 
the 1 966 Duesenberg ( i i ) .  I ndeed, 
V i rg i l  Exner sty led both cars.  

B ased o n  the Pont iac G rand 
P r i x  c h ass i s  w i t h  a 1 1 6- i n c h  
wheel base, Stutz offered two-door 
hardtop, convert i b le ,  and l i mou­
s ine  body styles,  and ,  br ief ly ,  a 
ceremo n i al parade car .  The bod­
ies were suppl ied by C arrozzer ia  
Padan a of I ta ly .  The Pont iac 400 
cub ic - inch  V8 was u sed o r i g i ­
na l l y ;  l ater a 455-c i d  V 8  was i n ­
stal led ,  fo l l owed b y  a 403 V8 . 
Pr ices, depen d i n g  on model ,  h ave 
r a n g ed from $22 , 500 t o  over 
$1 00,000. 

STUTZ BEARCAT ( 1 969) 

The legendary Stutz Bearcat 
was cons idered the sports car of 
its d ay .  Howard D. Wi l l i ams of 
T u l sa, Ok l ahoma was certa in  i ts 
n ame a n d  i m a g e  st i l l  s pe l l ed 
mag i c  i n  1 968 . late that year he 
began road test i n g  a br i ght  yel low 
prototype of a new Bearcat. W i l ­
l i ams,  a member o f  t h e  O k l ahoma 
House of Representatives, had 
chosen the chassis and eng ine  of 
the I n tern at ional Scout as the 
bas is  for his rep l i c ar .  The stan­
dard 1 98 cub ic- inch  fou r-cy l i nder 
S c o u t  e n g i n e  p r o d u c ed 1 1 1  
h o r sepower-e n o u g h  to m ove 
the new car a t  speeds u p  to 1 00 
m p h .  T h e  t r a n sm i ss i o n  w as a 
three-speed m an u a l .  I n c l uded i n  

the $4950 pr ice were a " monocle" 
(ro u n d )  w i ndsh i e l d ,  a temperature 
g auge on the rad i ator cap, and a 
c h o i ce of w i re-spoked or d i sc 
whee ls .  

SUPER KAR ( 1 946) 

The Super Kar prototype was 
c reated by lo u i s  R .  E l rod  of 
C l ev e l a n d ,  O h i o .  I n f o r m at i o n  
about i t  i s  l i m i ted . I t  was a th ree­
wheeler powered by an a i r-coo led 
1 5-horsepower eng i ne . 

SUPER STATION WAGON 
( 1 954) 

The Super Stat ion Wagon w as a 
convers ion by the Hen ney Motor 
Co.  of Freeport ,  I l l i n oi s. I t  was 
based o n  the contemporary 1 954 
Packard Cava l ie r  sedan . A 1 2-
passen ger stat ion  wagon ,  it fea­
tu red an observ at ion lou n g e  ar­
rangement with a three-passenger 
c u rved rear seat and a table. Pack­
ard 's 359 c u b i c- i nch , 2 1 2-horse­
power strai g ht-e i g ht eng i ne was 
retai ned .  Though prod uct ion was 
i ntended,  the car 's  pr ice of around 
$7500 prec l u ded m a n y  orders .  

SURREY (c .1960) 

The Su rrey, m ade by the E. W.  
B l i ss Co .  of C anton,  Ohio ,  was an 
ant i q ue repl i c a, d u p l icat i n g  the 
appearance of the early c u rved­
d ash Olds .  The standard eng i ne 
was rated at 4.8 horsepower ,  but 
an 8-bhp ai r-cooled C u sh m an u n it 
was optiona l .  Other mechan ical 
f e at u re s  w e re s e m i - a u t o m at i c  
c l utch and cha in  d r ive. The car 
rode on 1 2-spoke wooden wheels.  
Top speed was 35 mph and m i le­
age was a c l ai med 65 mpg . The 
base model was pr iced at $ 1 045;  
the Deluxe model was $ 1 00 more.  
The Surrey was a lso ava i l able in  
k i t  form for $895. 

SWIFT ( 1 959) 

The Swi ft was f i rst b u i l t by Swi ft 
Manu factu r i n g  Co.  i n  EI C ajon ,  
C al i forn i a, then  by W .  M.  M an u ­
fact u r i n g  Co .  i n  San Diego.  Three 
d i fferent 5/sth-scale rep l i c a  models 
were offered . Al l  u sed the same 
b a s i c s- a  s i n g l e - c y l i n d e r  a i r ­
cooled C l inton e n g i n e  and belt 
d r ive.  The Swift-T looked l i ke a 
1 9 1 0  M odel T Ford . The Stutz 
Bearcat was m i rrored by the Swi ft­
C at,  w h i le the Swi fter was s i m i l ar 
to the fi rst 1 903 C ad i l l ac .  Top 
speed was h ard ly  swi ft at 27 mph.  
Pr ices were in  the v i c i n i ty of $795. 
(See also Honey Bee . )  

TASCO ( 1 948) 

Tasco is an acronym for The 



Amer i c an Sports Car Company of 
H artford ,  C o n n ect icut ,  org an i zed 
by members of  the Sports Car 
C l u b  of Amer ica (SCCA) to b u i l d  
an American sports c a r .  Des i g ned 
by G ordon B u e h r i g  (see Cord ) ,  the 
prototype was constructed by the 
Derham Body Co .  of R osemont ,  
Pennsy lvan ia ,  a f i rm we l l - k n own 
for its c u stom bodywork  of  the 
'30s. The Tasco has been de­
scr i bed as "a w i n g less cockp i t  on 
whee l s . "  The front  as we l l  as the 
rear wheels were enc losed by cy­
c l e-type fenders.  The front  fenders 
tu rned with the whee l s  as the car 
was steered . Removable p l ast ic  
roof  pane ls  prefi g u red a pop u l ar 
featu re adopted by the i n d u stry 
some 25 years l ater. The e n g i n e  
w a s  a mod i f ied Mercury V8 . H ad i t  
been p rodu ced , t h e  Tasco wou ld 
h ave cost $7500, too h i g h  to at­
t ract many buyers i n  1 948. 

TAYLOR -DUNN (1949-68) 

T ay l o r- D u n n  was an e l e c t r i c  
b u i l t by t h e  Tay lor- D u n n  M a n u fac­
t u r i n g  Co. of  A n ahei m ,  C a l i forn ia .  
Tay lor  and h i s  son - i n - l aw Dunn 
left P ac i fi c  Telephone and Tele­
g raph to produce e lectr ic  i nd u s­
t r ial t rucks .  Some cars were pro­
d u ced over the years as wel l .  

The cars were b u i l t  w i th  th ree o r  
fou r  whee l s. The three-wheelers 
h ad a 98- i n c h  wheel base, w h i le 
fou r-wheelers had an i nch- longer  
whee l base and were th ree i nc h es 
l o n g e r  overa l l .  Passe n g e r  c a­
pac i ty var ied from two to fou r,  de­
pen d i n g  o n  model . These e lec­
t r ics  cou ld  reach a speed of  1 2  
m p h  and h ad a range of  30 m i les 
between ch arges. 

The company beg an b u i l d i n g  
e l ect r ic  cars i n  1 949. Around 1 959 
or 1 960, they were sold u nder  the 
n am e  T r i d e n t .  

THORNE ( 1 945) 

The Thorne T iger  came from 
Thorne E n g i n eer i n g  Co. in Los 
A n g e l es .  Not m u c h  is k n o w n  
about th is  c ar,  except t h at i t  was 
desig ned by A rt Sparkes. Appar­
ently,  i t  was a forerunner  of the 
Ca l i forn i a n .  

Towne Shopper 

THR I F-T ( 1 947-55) 

Tr i -Wheel  M otor  Corporat i o n  of 
O x f o r d ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  ( l a t e r  
Spr i n g f i e l d ,  M assac h u setts) t r ied 
for several  years to get the i r  th ree­
wheel d e l ivery veh ic les  i nto ser i ­
ous prod u ct i o n .  Body types i n ­
c l uded a p i c k u p ,  an enc losed de­
l i very, and an open u t i l i ty mod e l . 
The power sou rce was a 1 0-horse­
power, 62 .6 c u b ic - i nch O n an f lat 
tw i n .  The most notable featu re of 
the $800 T h r i f- T was t h at i t s  
powerp lant  was mou nted on a de­
tachab le  crad l e  u nder the  rear 
deck. The ent i re u n i t  cou ld  be de­
tached and rol led away on the rear 
whee l s  in about 30 m i n utes. The 
i dea ,  of  course.  was to speed en­
g ine repai rs or  replacement .  C u rb 
we i g ht was about 900 pounds .  and 
payload was 500 pounds.  Top 
speed was 35-40 m i l es per hour .  
The wheel base w as a very com­
pact 85 i nches,  and overal l length  
a mere 1 26 i nches.  The company 
o pt i m i st i c a l l y  ex pected t o  pro­
duce 500 veh i c les per  month ,  a l ­
though  i t  i n d icated a more  m odest 
50 u n its month l y  i n  the ear ly 
stages of  produ c t i o n .  I t  i s  d o u btfu l  
even that rate was ever ach ieved . 

TOWNE SHOPPER ( 1 948) 

The Towne Shopper was d eve l ­
o ped by the I n ternat iona l  M otor 
C ar C om pany of  San Diego.  I t  was 
a t i ny  two-passenger  model  de­
s i g ned for shop p i n g  and u rban 
u se .  Overa l l  length of  the proto­
type was o n ly 1 1 6 i n c hes,  wheel­
base was 63 i nches .  Considerable 
use was m ade of a lum inum i n  the 
c a r' s c o n st r u c t i o n ,  h e l p i n g  t o  
keep w e i g h t  d o w n  to 600 pounds .  
The c ar 's  m ost u n ique mec h a n i cal  
feat u re was a com b i n at i o n  starter­
g e n e r a t o r - f l y w h e e l .  A t w o ­
c y l i n d e r  O n an 1 0 . 5 - h o rsepower  
e n g i n e  g ave a top speed o f  50 
mph and fue l  consu m pt ion  of 50 
m p g .  T i re s i ze was 4 .00 x 8. The 
annou nced pr ice was $595,  based 
on p l an ned product ion of 1 00 
u n i ts per d ay .  The company co l ­
l apsed i n  1 948, however .  

In  Septem ber 1 948, the C arter 

Thri f-T 

M otor Corporat i o n  i ssued pub­
l i c i ty sheets on a Town Shopper 
( n ote the d i f ferent  spe l l i n g  of 
Tow n )  with cons iderably d i fferent 
spec i f icat ions .  Overal l l ength  was 
now 1 30 i nches and wheel base 79 
i nches.  Wei g h t  was l i sted as 1 000 
pounds The body and frame were 
to be m ade of stee l .  It is not 
k nown whether th is  was a revi sed 
des i g n  by a reorg an ized com­
pany,  or  a tota l l y  d i fferent car by a 
d i fferent company. 

TRI-CAR ( 1 955) 

T h e  T r i - C a r  w a s a t h r e e ­
wheeler w i th  t w o  wheels i n  front 
and one in the rear .  Sources d i s­
ag ree on who m a n u factu red i t :  
e i ther  Lyco m i n g  D iv is ion o f  the 
Avco Corp .  i n  Wi l l i amsport , Pen n ­
sylvan i a  o r  the Tr i -Car C o .  i n  
Wheat l an d ,  Pennsylvan i a. 

The Tr i -c a r  u sed a c l osed th ree­
p a s s e n g e r  f i b e r g l a s s  b o d y  
mounted on Goodr ich ru bber sus­
pension . A Lycoming vert ica l  twin 
connected to a West i n g ho u se­
Sch neider  torq ue converter d rove 
the s i n g l e  rear whee l .  Top speed 
was sa id  to be 65 mph .  and fuel  
consumpt ion  of 4 1 . 5  mpg was re­
ported . Overa l l  length of t h i s  rear­
e n g i n ed s h o rty  was j u st 1 1 7 
i n c hes .  

TRIPLEX (c.1 954-55) 

T r i p l e x  w a s  a p r o d u c t  o f  
Ketchem's  Automotive Corp .  of 
C h i cago.  I t  was a two-passe n g e r  
sports c ar w i th  a one-p iece f i ber­
g l ass body and a box-sect ion  
frame. A l most any Amer i c an en­
g ine cou l d  be used,  but the c h as­
s is  was pr i m ar i ly desi gned to ac­
cept a contemporary Ford V8.  
Somet i mes referred to as the Tr i ­
p lex L i g htn i n g ,  th is car  was de­
r ived from the ear l i e r  C h ic agoan .  

TUCKER ( 1 948-50) 

Preston T u c k e r ,  a C h i c a g o  
e n g i neer who h ad h e l ped d esi g n  
M i l le r  rac i n g  cars i n  the prewar 
years,  was d r iven by a d es i re to 
bu i l d  h i s  own automobi l e. Tucker  

Tucker 
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l eased a former Dodg e  a i rcraft 
p l a n t  I n  C h i c a g o  w h e r e  h e  
p l an ned t o  b u i l d  a rad ical  new 
desi g n  based o n  a 1 946 prototype 
ca l led the Torpedo .  

The Tucker  was l i ke  n o  other 
c ar ever m ade.  I ts eng i n e  was a 
335 c u b i c - i n c h  a l u m i n u m - a l l o y  
f l at SI X .  mounted I n  the rear for 
what was c la i med to be exce l lent  
w e i g h t  d i st r i b u t I O n .  T h e  f rame 
d ropped be l ow the center l i ne of  
the whee ls ,  the wheel base was a 
fu l l  1 28 i nches l o n g ,  and fou r­
w h e e l  i n d e p e n d e n t  s u sp e n s i o n  
was featured .  There w a s  a centra l  
head l i g h t  t h at t u r ned with the front 
whee l s ,  a " safety dashboard" w i th  
i n st ru ments and cont ro ls  g r o u ped 
u n d e r  t h e  s t e e r i n g  w h ee l .  a 
" storm ce l l ar" ahead of the front  
seat In  w h i c h  occu pants were 
su pposed to take shel ter in event  
of a c o l l is ion , doo rs c ut i n to the 
roof . fo r  ease of entry ,  g loveboxes 
bu i l t  i n to the door pane ls ,  and a 
w i n d sh i e l d  des ig ned to pop out  i f  
the car was st ruck  wi th a certa i n  
m i n i m u m  force. The who le  pack­
age was supposed to se l l  for 
$2485. 

The e n g i n e  u sed in a l l  " produc­
t i o n "  Tuckers was an ai r-cooled 
Fran k l i n  s i x  mod i f ied by A i rcoo led 
M otors of Syracu se ,  New York .  
I n  tests, i t  prope l led a Tucker from 
o to 50 mph in 7 . 5  seconds,  0 to 60 
in 1 0  seconds,  and 0 to 1 00 in 33 
seconds.  Top speed was also 
what Tucker c l a i med-1 20 mph at 
the very least . O n e  c ar actu a l l y  
averaged 1 3 1 .64 mph i n  th ree runs  
o n  the  B o n n ev i l le Sa l t  F l ats i n  
1 950. 

A l e x  Trem u l l s .  a respected 
d e s i g n e r  who h ad worked for  
m any years at  A u b u rn-Cord- Due­
senberg and the B r i g g s  Body 
Com pany,  created the Tucker 's  
sty l i n g .  The four-door  s Ix -w i ndow 
fastback sedan h ad pontoon - l i ke 
front fenders that tapered i n to a 
reverse c u rve o n  the front doors.  
The rear fenders started beh i n d  
t h e  r e a r  d o o r s  a n d  c o n t a i n e d  
e n g i n e  a i r  scoops i n  the i r  lead i n g  
edges. 

Preston Tucker  sold $ 1 5  m i l l i o n  
worth of  c o m m o n  stock ,  but n o  
g en u i ne prod u c t i o n  m ater i a l i zed 
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desp ite two years of  heavy promo­
tion On ly  51  cars were b u i l t ,  yet 
the company c l ai med a produc­
tIOn l i ne was In operat i o n .  The 
enterpr ise foundered when the 
Secur l l t les and Exchange Com­
m i ss ion began a fraud i nvest iga­
t i o n .  Tucker and seven co l leagues 
were tried in 1 950. Tucker was 
found not g u i l ty . 

Ever the opt i m i st, Tucker con­
t i nued to promote his un usual  
automot ive ideas. Trem u l i s  de­
si g ned a beau t i f u l  " second gener­
at ion"  model in the early ' 50s .  
Named the Tal isman,  it was a very 
c lean sedan wi th  superb aerody­
namics .  In 1 955, Tucker gave up 
hopes of  a U . S . v e n t u re a n d  
moved t o  Braz i l .  He w a s  p lan n i n g  
a sporty economy model when he 
d i ed i n  1 956. 

U.S .  MARK I I  ( 1 956) 

The U .S. M ark I I  was bu i l t by the 
U . S .  F i berg l ass Co. of Norwood , 
New Jersey. I ts f i berg l ass conver­
t ib le  body spanned a wheel base of 
1 1 0 to 1 1 8 i nches. The car was 
ava i l ab le i n  k i t  form or complete fy 
assembled.  It i s  not k nown how 
long product ion cont i n ued . 

VALKYRIE ( 1 967-69)  

For years, F i berfab has been 
one of the best-known producers 
of f i berg l ass bod ies,  most ly  de­
s ig ned for the Volkswagen Beetle  
c h ass is .  One of  these des i g n s ,  the  
Valkyr ie ,  w as avai l ab le for a t ime 
f u l l y  assem bled for  the  rather out­
l and ish  pr ice of $ 1 2 ,500. Th is  sum 
boug h t  the Valkyr ie body wrapped 
a ro u n d  a C h e v ro l e t  4 2 7  V8 
mounted at the rear of a spec i al 
l ad d e r-type c h as s i s .  The 450-
h o r s e p o w e r  e n g i n e  and f i v e ­
speed ZF transax le resu lted i n  a 
c l ai med 0-60 mph t ime of 3 .9 sec­
onds.  Top speed w as said to be 
in excess of 1 80 mph . Conspic­
uously a drag ch ute was provided. 

VETTA VENTURA ( 1964-66) 

An Apo l l o  by any other n ame is 
a Vetta Ventura. They were one 
and the same. For a t ime ,  i t  
appears ,  they were prod u c ed 
s i m u ltaneous ly .  The Apo l l o  seems 
to have been ph ased out d u ri n g  
1 965, w h i le t h e  Vetta w a s  st i l l  be­
i n g  marketed in M ay 1 966. Coupe 
a n d  convert i b l e  mode ls  w e re 
l i sted at that t ime at $6897 and 
$7237, respect ively .  The body was 
b u i l t  i n  Tur i n ,  I ta ly by I n termec­
can ica and shi pped to Dal l as,  
Texas, where Vangu ard M otors 
Corporation completed f ina l  as­
sem bly .  When Van g uard took on 
the Vetta Ventura project ,  it post-
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paned deve lopment of the Warrior 
sports car .  (See Apol lo . ) 

VIKING ( 1 966) 

The V i k i n g ,  produced by the V i ­
k i n g  C o r p .  of M i am i ,  had a br ief  
ex i stence i n  1 966. Deta i ls  about 
i ts des i g n  are u n avai l able . 

VOL TRA (c.1 962) 

Voltra I n c .  of  New York C ity 
bu i l t th is  e lectr i c  car powered by a 
General Electr ic DC motor. W i th a 
wheel base of 1 06 i nches, the Vo l ­
t r a  w a s  1 70 i n ches long a n d  
weig hed 1 600 pou nds ,  w h i c h  was 
qu i te l i g h t  for an elect r ic .  M ax i ­
m u m  speed was about 45 mph .  

WAGON DE VILLE ( 1 965) 

Wag on De V i l l e  was a conver­
s i o n  f r o m  C a d i l l a c W a g o n s  
L i m ited of L inden ,  New Jersey. 
On t h e  contem porary Cad i l l ac 
body and chassi s ,  the Wagon De 
V i l l e  cou ld seat up to n i ne passen­
gers .  I t  featu red an e l ectr ica l ly  
operated sunroof and a rooftop 
l u g g ag e  r ac k .  I t s p r i c e w as 
$ 1 4 ,950. 

WARRIOR ( 1 964) 

The Warr ior  I was bu i l t by Van­
g u ard Produ cts I n c . ,  a maker of 
air cond i t ioners i n  Dal l as .  I t  was a 
two-passenger sports c ar feat u r­
i n g  a removable one-p iece roof 
pan e l .  When in p l ace, the panel 
fastened to the w i ndshie ld  and a 
bu i l t - in  rol l bar. With the panel re­
moved, the car had an appearance 
much l i ke the open "T-bar" roofs 
of  a decade l ater, but wi thout  that 
desi g n ' s  long i tud i n al brace. The 
f i berg l ass body w as mou nted on a 
94- i n ch-wheel base chassis m ade 
up of rectang u l ar tub i n g .  Power 
came from a rear-mounted V4 en­
g i ne from Ford of Germany.  

There w as no con nect ion be­
tween the b u i l ders of th is  car and 
Van g u ard M otors I n c . ,  prod u cers 
of the Vetta Ventura, although  
both f i rms were bu i ld ing  cars i n  
Dal l as a t  about the  same t ime .  

WILLIAMS ( 1 957-69) 

Wi l l i am s  was a s team car from 
the W i l l i ams Eng i ne Co. I n c .  of 
Ambler,  Pen n sylvan i a. Since the 
early 1 940s, Calv in  Wi l l i am s  and 
his sons had been try i n g  to de­
velop a pract ical steam-powered 
car.  Eventua l l y ,  they entered the 
market in  1 957. Most of these cars 
u sed convent ional  g aso l i n e  en­
g i nes converted to steam opera­
t ion .  A 1 963 model had an S-4 
body from V i ctress, the k i t-car 
m an u factu rer, and so ld  for $7000 . 

Another model-a converted 1 966 
C h ev r o l et C h eve l l e-c a r r i e d  a 
$1 0, 250 pr ice tag . The h i g h  cost of  
mai ntai n i n g  such low-vo lume pro­
duct ion forced the firm to abandon 
car mak ing  in 1 968 . 

WOODILL ( 1 952-56) 

Wood i l l  M ot o r  C o m p a n y  of 
Downey, Cal i forn i a  gets cred i t  for 
the f i rst prod u c t i o n  f i berg l ass 
sports car .  I ts Wi ld f i re arr ived i n  
1 952,  a year o r  so before the Cor­
vette and Ka iser- Darri n .  But  only a 
few were sold as complete cars off 
the f loor ;  most were k i t s .  

The Wi ld f i re w a s  conceived by 
B. R. " Woody" Wood i l l ,  a Dow­
ney D o d g e- W i l l ys  d e a l e r ,  and 
most  were bu i l t  arou n d  Aero­
W i l lys components.  

The W i ld f i re f rame was con­
structed on a 1 0 1 - i  nch wheel base 
by hot rodder Shorty Post. I t  fea­
tu red a very low d r iveshaft t u n ne l  
a n d  a p a s s e n g e r  c o m p a r t ­
ment/f i rew a l l  b u i l t  i nto the frame. 
The W i l lys eng i ne produced 90 
horsepower and c ame wi th  th ree­
speed overdr ive transmi ss ion as 
s t a n d a r d .  W o o d i l l  o f f e r e d  n o  
fewer than n i ne rear ax le rat ios ,  
ran g i n g f rom a stu m p-pu l l i n g  5 .88 
to a less f rant i c  3 . 88 : 1 . Post 
reduced the steer ing  rat i o  to o n ly 
2 . 5  turns  lock-to- Ioc k .  The pr ice of 
the assem bled car was $2900 , and 
Wood i l l  recru i ted a network of 
W i l lys dealers to se l l  the W i l df i re 
across the n at io n .  

Wood i l l  w as m arket-w ise,  and 
soon real i zed the conservative l i t ­
t le  W i l lys s ix  wou ld  not be enough 
for some d rivers. So he h ad Post 
redes i g n  the frame to accept the 
Ford V8 d r ivetrai n .  The VB versi o n  
w as apparent ly  n o t  considered a 
W i ld f i re .  

G l asspar 's  body w as the Wi ld ­
f i re 's  best feat u re.  It had  a iow,  
crou c h i n g  s i l h ouette, and  a l arge 
oval rad i ator open i n g  that ac­
cepted var ious g r i l les .  

The Wood i l l  Wi ldf i re rece i ved 
tremendous p u b l i c i ty. The c ar c ame 
c l o se t o  v o l u m e  p r o d u c t i o n .  
W i l l ys-Over l an d  was i n terested , 
and negot iat ions were wel l a long 
w h e n  K a i s e r - F r a z e r  b o u g h t 
W i l lys.  K - F  went on to b u i l d  the 
Darr i n ,  and Woody Wood i l l  went 
on sel l i n g  Wi ld f i res h i mse l f-as­
sembled and in k i t  for m .  Prices for 
the fu l ly assem bled cars rose to 
$3263, and f i na l l y  to $4500 . Be­
tween 1 953 and '56,  Wood i l l  says 
he produced 300 cars,  of wh ich  
o n l y  15  were "factory assem bled . "  

WORTH INGTON ( 1 957) 

The Worth i ngton w as made by 
Worth i ngton M otor Co . ,  Strouds-

burg ,  Pen nsylvan i a. L i t t le  i n for­
m at ion  surv ives as to i ts desi g n  or 
prod u ct ion h i story. 

X-RAY SPECIAL ( 1 955) 

The X-Ray Spec i al w as b u i l t  by 
X - R ay I n c .  of H i g h l an d  P a r k ,  
M i ch i g an .  Detai l s  about t h e  c ar 
are not avai l ab le .  

YAN K  (1950) 

The Yan k ,  from C u stom Auto 
Works of San Diego,  w as a two­
p a s se n g e r ,  a l u m i n u m - bo d i ed 
sports car w i th a 1 00 - i n c h  whee l ­
base . A top speed of 78 mph w as 
c l aimed for its W i l l ys fou r-c y l i nder 
eng i ne .  The pr ice was $1 000. 

YAN KEE C LIPPER 
( 1 953-54) 

The Yan kee C l i pper w as pro­
d uced by the Strassberger M otor 
C o . ,  Men lo  Park,  C a l i forn i a . The 
f irm u sed a l i g htwe ight ,  1 0 1 - i nch­
wheel base chass i s  of  i ts own de­
s i g n ,  f i tted w i th a G l asspar G-2  
body (see Wood i l l ) .  A completely 
assem bled car,  i t  stood o n l y  37 
i n c h es t a l l a n d  w e i g hed 1 900 
pounds .  M any 1 954 Ford Compo­
nents were used,  i n c l u d i n g  a 1 30-
h orsepowe r V8 e n g i n e .  E a r l y  
p l ans ca l led f o r  product ion of  4 0  
u n its p e r  m o n t h  a n d  a sel l i ng 
pr ice of $3400 . 

YENKO ( 1965-69) 

Yenko Sportscars I nc .  of C an ­
n o n s b u rg , Pe n n sy l v a n i a , w as 
operated by Don Yenko,  a Chevro­
let dealer .  In essence,  Yen k os 
were Corva i r  Corsa coupes modi­
f ied for h i g h- performance work ,  
m a i n l y  rac i n g .  F ive Yenko " St in­
g e r" mode ls  were offered, rang­
ing i n  horsepower from 1 60 to 240 
bhp .  A l l  u sed the 1 64-c id  Corvai r 
f lat s i x ,  except the 240-bhp ver­
s ion ,  w h i c h  h ad a s l i g ht ly  over­
bored 1 76-c i d  powerp l a n t  w i t h  
1 .36 b h p  p e r  c u b ic  i n ch .  The 
Yen ko won the 0 product ion n a­
t iona l  champion sh i p  i n  Sports C ar 
C l u b  of Amer i c a  (SCCAl compet i ­
t ion  i n  1 967.  

T w o  C a m a r a - b a s e d  Y e n k o  
models were l i sted for 1 969, w i th 
e n g i nes of 435 and 450 bhp .  Pro­
d u ct i o n  ended in 1 969, after 1 85 
Ye n ko c o n vers i o n s  h ad been 
completed , i n c l u d i n g  both Cor­
vai r- and Camaro-based models .  
I n  1 97 1 , Yenko annou nced h i s  
T u rbo St i n g e r ,  a t u r b o c h arged 
vers ion  of  the Vega ,  to be avai l ­
ab le  t h rough  selected Chevrol et 
dealers.  It is not  k nown how m any 
of these were produced i f ,  i ndeed, 
the project ever got past the p roto­
type stage. 
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Y e t ,  the E n c y c l o p e d i a  o f  

American C a rs also makes enter­
taining reading for the you nger 
enthusiast or for anyone with a 
fondness for those " special"  cars 
of the past . Over 1 500 factory 
photog raphs - inc l u ding key 
styling prototypes-plus over 50 
f u l l-co lor pic t u res supplement 
the lively, incisive text to highlight 
the significant t r ends in c on ­
temporary a u tomotive design 
and engineering. 

T h e  " M inor M a kes " sec tion 
presents a parade of little-known 
b u t  often remarkable au tomotive 
efforts- "alternative" vehic les to 
those from the industry giants. 
There's everything from "flying 
a u t o s "  t o  g ra n d  luxe s u per­
cruisers, to high-powered sport­
sters,  to tiny t h ree-w h e e lers.  
Some of these interesting oddities 
never saw the light of day; others 
were actually offered for sale in 
small numbers. Collectively, these 
unusual  cars symbolize the in­
ventiveness and persistence of 
individualists. 

Richard M. Langworth ,  chief 
contributing author, is a respected 
writer of numerous articles and 
books on postwar and special­
interest cars. A regu lar contribu ­
tor t o  car hobbyist periodicals, 
M r. Langworth 's credits inc lude 
CONSUMER GUIDE R magazine's 
Mustang: The 'Car That  S tarted 
th e P o n y c a r  S t a m p e d e a n d  
Cadillac: Standard o f  Excellence. 

For the " car buff" trying to 
sett le one of those friendly argu ­
ments o r  for those who simply 
like a u tom o tive nosta lgia, the 
E ncycloped ia of American C a rs 
will  be a timely and welcome 
bookshelf addition. Like the cars 
it chronic, les, this indispensable 
reference volume is sure to de­
light and captivate car fanciers 
of al l  ages. 
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