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It’s been a busy time since the last issue, what with a trip to Le
Mans Classic and time spent sorting out some more engine
woes (more on that next issue), but I can’t think of anything
else I’d rather be doing than writing about, photographing and
driving old Porsches. As they say, it beats working for a living!

In this issue, we couldn’t resist bringing readers up to date
with the heart-warming (or is it gut-wrenching?) tale of our
columnist Delwyn Mallett’s 40-year love/hate-affair with his
‘split-screen’ Pre-A 356 (see above). It’s a salutory tale of how
small projects grow into big ones, and dreams can easily turn

to dust if you’re not careful. Delwyn stuck it out to the end and
eventually got to drive his idea of the perfect Porsche: a
Gmünd-inspired ‘streamliner’ that is truly unique.

I was ‘lucky’ to be involved with the final stages of this long-
winded project, and had the honour of being the first person to
drive the car after its four decades of slumber. My verdict? As I
fell out of the car laughing, I turned to Del and uttered the
immortal words: ‘This is the worst car I’ve ever driven!’. After a
hasty few days of work readying it for its first ever public
appearance, it shook, rattled and rolled – but it lived! Old
Porsches, you see, are meant to be driven, no matter what…

www.classicporschemag.com

While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of this
publication CHPublications Ltd. cannot accept

liability for any statement or error contained herein.
All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or part,

without written permission, is prohibited
© CHPublications Ltd, 2016

Classic Porsche® is published by
CHPublications Ltd,
1 The Alma Building,

Brewerstreet Dairy Business Park,
Brewer Street, Bletchingley

Surrey RH1 4QP
Tel: 01883 731150 E-mail: chp@chpltd.com

ISSN: 2042-107 Keith Seume
Editor, Classic Porsche
classicporsche@chpltd.com

“ THERE’S PLENTY MORE
TO SEE, SO SETTLE BACK
AND ENJOY THE ISSUE”



4 CLASSIC PORSCHE

08

30

SUBSCRIBE TO

Donʼt miss a single
issue of the only
magazine that
exclusively covers
classic Porsches. Why
not subscribe today?

Justturn to page...

08
30
38
46
56
66
74
84
90

TARGA TALES

Tech 9’s brace of al fresco 911s,
including a rare Carrera 2.7 model

ULTIMATE WEAPON

Kremer’s 935 K4 was the ultimate
incarnation of the 930-based racer

GOING SOUTH

Taking a 1973 Carrera RS back to its
original dealership in Sicily

LE MANS CLASSIC

The greatest classic race meeting in the
European calendar

WOLFGANG VON TRIPS

The tragic tale of one of Porsche’s
greatest ever racing drivers

CLASS A COUPÉ

Porsche perfection: a stunning 356A
coupé from Switzerland

ORIGINAL OUTLAW

Rolly Resos’s lightweight 911 didn’t
follow any trends: it set them

OUR CARS

Delwyn Mallett brings us up to date with
his automotive menagerie

TIME TRAVELLER
Johnny Tipler pays a visit to PS

Automobile in Germany

FEATURES

89

CONTENTS



5CLASSIC PORSCHE

46 REGULARS
NEWS & PRODUCTS

News & reviews from the Porsche world
DELWYN MALLETT

Mallett’s mental meanderings
ROBERT BARRIE

Historic racing – and more
LETTERS

Why not drop Classic Porsche a line?
CLASSIFIEDS

Find the classic Porsche of your dreams
ON THIS DAY

A look back through the archives

18
22
24
26
96
98

38

56

74

90

66



6 CLASSIC PORSCHE

mittelmotor
SPARE PARTS � MOTORSPORT � WORKSHOP � RESTORATION

MITTELMOTOR GmbH

Werner Hellweg 27

44803 Bochum

Germany

Tel. +49 (234) 9351414
info@mittelmotor.de

Spare parts
� OEM parts
� special reproductions
� daily worldwide shipping

Workshop
� repair and service
� engine and gearbox overhaul
� restoration
� construction of race cars

Motorsport
� race engine and gearbox
� suspension setup
� care and service

www.m i t t e lmo t o r. d e
G
m
b
H



Your Porsche 993 is unique.
So are its shock absorbers.

Porsche Classic is pleased to announce that the original shock absorbers are 

now back in production. Give your 993 back its original roadholding so you get 

back your original driving experience. For more information about  

Porsche Classic Genuine Parts visit www.porsche.co.uk/classic
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Kenny Rogersʼ song The Gambler contained the immortal line ʻYou've got to know when to
hold 'em and know when to fold 'em – the decisionʼs much the same when it comes to
restoring a car: how far do you go? Go deep and destroy all traces of originality, or tread
carefully and preserve the past? Tech 9 chose the latter with this brace of Targas
Words and photos: Bruce Holder

AQUESTION
OFBALANCE
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Balance is something that is often very hard to
achieve, especially when it comes to cars. We
hear the word used a lot regarding work/life and
how to manage and maintain a good ratio
between the two. But when it comes to our
beloved automobiles, peopleʼs idea of what they

want, and how they want their car to be, can end up at polar
opposites of the automotive spectrum – especially when it
comes to the condition, care, preservation and restoration
of older cars.

Bringing something back to original condition, sometimes
even better than ʻfresh from the factoryʼ condition, is often
seen as the pinnacle of restoring a car. Weʼve all admired
those pristine examples that shine with immaculate paint,
while every square inch of the underside oozes that squeaky-
clean look of new zinc-plated hardware, smooth-painted
surfaces and beautifully finished mechanicals.

Then there is the school of thought that fully restored cars
lose a lot of their character: the history and charm that the
slightly weathered look gives a car when itʼs left with its
blemishes. The wear and tear that tells a story can be lost
under a glossy and perfectly presented facade. Weʼre not
talking basket cases here, but used examples that have the
natural patina and imperfections that come from the car
having been driven and enjoyed.

Phil Hindley, proprietor and front man at Tech 9
Motorsport Ltd, knows this dilemma all too well when it
comes to classic Porsches. Having been reviving, restoring,
modifying and owning them for many years, he understands
the ways in which a car can be presented in its best light
without making it a clinical showpiece. Getting that balance of
keeping the character while making everything ʻjust rightʼ is
evident in the two 911s you see here.

An eye-catching combination of yellow and red greets me
as I enter Tech 9ʼs unit near Liverpool, the former being a
1972 911T and the latter a really rather rare 1975 911
Carrera 2.7, both Targas. The two cars have been the
subjects of the full Tech 9 treatment, which is to make them
as good as possible without removing the little touches that
add the character.

The cars are super clean, almost immaculate but with
just that hint of ʻuseʼ here and there which not only lends
them a charm and character but also means they can be
used and enjoyed without fear of gaining the odd mark:
slight wear in the carpet, some creases in the leather seats
to remind the holder of the keys that this car has had seat
time before. The very slightly cracked leather on the steering
wheel gives you a tactile reminder of the past adventures it
has been on.

All of these elements, and more, could have been
addressed through new trim on the steering wheel, new
carpets and new upholstery, but at what cost?

Letʼs start with the yellow car, a LHD one-year model with
the external oil filler flap. Pop the engine cover to reveal the
2.4 mechanically-injected motor and you can see the factory
black sealant still present, with some of the Light Yellow
paint just showing through in places. In many othersʼ hands
this would have been removed, cleaned up and made shiny.
The floor mat has a worn patch, a declaration of where the
driverʼs left foot rests between gear changes – and talking of

“A TACTILE
REMINDER OF PAST

ADVENTURES…”
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gears, the factory-original gear knob has signs of cracking in
the plastic insert.

These, and other aspects of the car, create a sense of
character that is easily removed. They work so well with the
tidy seats, spotless bodywork and beautifully-restored
wheels. Phil and his team have done a fantastic job of
bringing this car up to top condition without taking it too far.

The red Targa is much the
same. Itʼs a right-hand drive
UK-market car, built in 1975
and wearing the legendary
Carrera script down the sides.
Stunning in its bright
paintwork, which really pops in
the sun, there are still traces
of the old which take you back
on a journey through the carʼs
previous ownership.

As mentioned, thereʼs that
light patina on the steering wheel and minor creasing in the
front leather seats which, incidentally, do not match the rears.
This is not because someone has changed the front perches
in favour of black leather ones (the original interior trim is

very dark blue vinyl) but rather that the genuine, optional
upgrade to leather did not include the rear seats. So you are
left with a factory-produced car with black hide for the front
row occupants and deep blue vinyl in the rear. Itʼs an unusual
but authentic touch to the car.

Externally there are also some gentle scuffs on the
stainless section of the Targa hoop, and the Targa badges

themselves look great in
their ʻtidy but not
immaculateʼ state. Again,
the balance between old
and new is absolutely
right, a fine line to tread
and all too easy to get
wrong. But Phil knows
what heʼs doing and both
cars really do represent
the best of what Porsche
ownership is about.

Then there is the mechanical side of things. Both 911s
have been subjected to a major mechanical overhaul, the
Carrera to an even greater extent than the 2.4, and this
shows when you turn the key. A brief whirr of the starter and

The Light Yellow ʼ72 has a
delicacy of style that remains
timeless. Within two years,
the arrival of impact bumpers
would transform the 911

Earlier model is LHD and
equipped with the standard
vinyl-trimmed seats. Targa
tails (below) with or without
spoiler – itʼs your choice…

“IT’S AN UNUSUAL
BUT AUTHENTIC

TOUCH…”
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the engines spring into life, settling almost immediately into
that lovely, distinctive thrum that epitomises the flat-sixes. Itʼs
an often overused word, but the motors in both of these cars
really are sweet.

With the engine running, you get the slight whiff of petrol,
with a teeny hint of oil and heat, that takes you on another
sensory journey to remind you of the basic nature of these
cars in comparison to the modern engineering that can leave
you far removed from the all important, simple joys of
motoring. Even sat stationary, idling away, these cars treat
you to simple pleasures that mean so much to every
petrolhead.

The drive is no different, both a joy and testament to the
work that has gone into them, but it's the red car, as one
might expect, that shines the
brightest here. The Carrera
graphics adorning the lower
flanks arenʼt just a flamboyant
statement for the sake of it,
they spell out in brazen
lettering the true intentions of
this car: to go fast, to excite,
to enthral. And these it does in
equal measure.

Taut suspension aided by
brand new Bilstein dampers
handles the corners superbly yet not at the expense of
comfort. 911s have always been touted as sports cars, even
more so the sportier models like this Carrera, yet they fit
equally well into the grand tourer category, too. Firm but
compliant manners allow for some hard driving or, if you want
it, relaxed cruising. Or both. All things to all men...

And this particular Carrera adds an extra layer to the mix
by allowing the outside elements to add to the driving
experience courtesy of the removable Targa top, the exhaust
note giving the occupants an additional aural experience

through the generous roof opening. The air rushing past,
buffeting the driver and passenger, the sun shining down
and, on deceleration, that wonderful hint of mechanical
goings on from behind comes flooding into the cabin as that
faint but intoxicating smell of engine oil and fuel drifts up the
rear screen and over the roll hoop.

Press the loud pedal again and the car surges effortlessly
through the landscape; a power output of 210bhp might not
sound a lot these days but in a car that only just nudges over
a ton in weight, it really leaves its mark.

With only six Carrera Targas ever made in right-hand
drive, getting to enjoy the benefits of the open air with the
added benefit of the extra power was a very rare treat in the
UK. Many prefer the purer style and extra rigidity that comes

from the coupé, but that doesn't
mean this is a lesser car. Far from
it, for what it might lose in these
areas, the Targa more than makes
up for with the al fresco
experience. And letʼs face it, the
structural alterations didnʼt have
too drastic an impact on the
handling characteristics on a true
day to day basis.

As for the styling, the
aesthetics of the Targa have really

come into their own of late, aided undoubtedly by the ʻretroʼ
looks of the current 991 Targa.

The 15-inch Fuchs in 7- and 8-inch widths, with their
accompanying wider arches and that iconic whale tail, all
add to the visual drama of this car. It would be so easy
for these elements to conflict when seen alongside the Targa
body style, but itʼs a credit to the versatile characteristics
of the 911ʼs stunning design that allow these elements to
work well together.

Itʼs that balance thing again – seeing it in real life, itʼs

Out on the open road, the
210bhp Carrera Targa is
clearly streets ahead in
performance terms. Open air
option only serves to add to
the aural experience

“TO GO FAST,
TO EXCITE,

TO ENTHRAL…”
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every bit as appealing as the equivalent, and inevitably more
popular, coupé.

It would be easy just to say that none of this matters from
behind the wheel, but it does. If cars were purely about the
driving experience and not the way they make your heart
skip a beat when you look at them, then weʼd be missing out
on a huge part of what our love of cars is all about.

Luckily the 911, in pretty much any guise, is very much
one of those cars that you can stand and stare at for a long
time. Drink it in, study the lines, the curves, the shapes, time
and time again. Not only does it go fast, handle well and
reward you greatly but it also brings a smile to your face
when you walk up to it – or walk away and look back over
your shoulder. Twice. Like a piece of classic architecture or
hand-crafted piece of jewellery, itʼs timeless.

Both cars here are stunning in their own way. Iʼve waxed
lyrical about the Carrera, and rightly so, but thatʼs not to say
the older 2.4 is any less alluring. Certainly not. It has a purity,
almost an innocence about it in the presence of the red car,
that draws you in for a closer look. Despite being an eye-
popping yellow, itʼs not as loud or ʻshoutyʼ as its later, faster

sibling here. What it lacks visually in wider wheels, bold
graphics and rear spoilers it gains in grace and understated
elegance. Itʼs a very different car to the 2.7 and not simply
because of the 346cc reduction in engine capacity.

Being a ʼ72 itʼs from the true old school, a ʻlong hoodʼ with
the delicate horn grilles and those stylish wrap-around front
indicators accompanied by chrome over-riders and a smooth
rump – itʼs altogether more ʻclassicʼ in feel than impact
bumpers and whale tails. Itʼs the foundation upon which all
other 911s were built. OK, so the SWB came before it, but
the essence of the styling remained pretty much unchanged
bar a few minor differences – and it just works. Philʼs
attention to detail in getting the car right play a big part in
this, too. The choice of wrapping the immaculately
refurbished 6Jx15 Fuchs in period-correct Pirelli CN36s
was a wise one.

As was the decision to leave the paintwork well alone,
save for giving it a lot of TLC to bring it back to its shining
glory. Itʼs not perfect, but itʼs so right with its patina that to
consider repainting it would be a crying shame. Many
probably would, but as it sits here with its few very minor

2.7-litre mechanically-
injected Carrera engine is
the same as that used in the
1973 Carrera RS. Front
seats are optional leather,
but the remainder of the
interior is trimmed in vinyl

Tech 9 gave the Carrera
Targa a thorough mechanical
overhaul but went to great
lengths to ensure the car lost
none of its character. Theyʼre
only original once…
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blemishes, glimmering in the sun, it looks pretty much
perfect to me.

The same goes for the interior. The black vinyl seats and
door cards have not made way to a fresh covering of cow
hide. The smell as you enter the cabin is one of pure nostalgia,
that scent of leatherette seats that have been sat in the sun for
a while so redolent of the
1970s. Each sensory
experience with the yellow
2.4 is different to that of the
red Carrera, yet still capable
of achieving the same
ultimate goal: to make you
feel special.

Having had a top-end
rebuild on the engine and a
general overhaul of all other
mechanical components,
this car starts, runs and drives beautifully. Predictably itʼs not
as fast as the Carrera, but itʼs just as enjoyable for different
reasons. With that sweet free-revving engine singing away, the
roof off and fine weather to relish as it hustles along, this car is
just a joy to behold.

Both these Porsches delight and entertain in equal
measure. The fact that they are Targas shouldn't count as a

negative in a world where many obsess over the merits of the
coupé. They reward in their own way which makes you
appreciate the outside world whizzing past more than being in
an enclosed coupé ever can, while still allowing you to enjoy
the wonderful engineering which is the very hallmark of the
Porsche 911.

Phil and his team at Tech
9 know how to build a car.
More importantly, and
something that is often
overlooked in this day and
age of striving for perfection,
they know where to stop. Like
the nature of the cars
themselves, these guys truly
know about balance.

I just hope future owners
manage to sort the work/life

thing enough that these cars can be used and enjoyed as they
should, and not just become cherished possessions.

I leave Tech 9 with a sad heart knowing my time with
these beautiful cars has come to an end, but also with a
smile at the thought that there are people out there doing
their absolute best by these cars. And, for that, the Porsche
world is a better place. CP

In recent times, the Targa
has finally been accepted by
a wider audience, after years
of being overshadowed by
the more popular coupé. The
new 991-series Targa has
undoubtedly helped…

Six-inch Fuchs or sevens?
Carrera wears the optional
7J and 8J wheels, while the
2.4 still rides on original sixes

“FOR THAT THE
PORSCHE WORLD IS
A BETTER PLACE…”
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RESTORATION

Our Classic Porsche restoration, 
parts and vehicle sales 

department cater for all Classic 
Porsche models...

PRESERVATION

Our factory trained engineers
and passion for perfection enable 

us to service and repair any 
Porsche with the care and

quality you deserve.

MODIFICATION

We are TECHART UK, delivering 
bespoke options for your Porsche. 
We build aesthetic modifi cations 

as well as enhance the 
performance of your Porsche.

Call us or view our website for Classic parts that you may require

Offi cial UK Distributor – Dansk

PORSCHE REPLACEMENT PARTS

www.tech9.ms

Tech 9 Motorsport Ltd. Hale Garage, Hale Road, Hale, Liverpool, L24 5RB
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Tel: +1-206-321-2960 E: autoforeign@gmail.com
www.autoforeignservices.com

Eric Linden, 29 year PCA member, 29 year 356 Registry member, also writing in the Early S
Registry as "Soterik". All parts manufactured exclusively for us from NOS originals,

and guaranteed to fit. Many more items to come!

Auto-Foreign Services

New “128” fog lamps. Perfect chrome, correct
raised lettering, 12v bulb included. Limited supply
at $150 each.

New production of the hard to find spark
plug wrench for 65-68. Correct finish and
lettering. $135 each.

NEW PRODUCTION OF THE 1969 TO 1972
CHROME HORN GRILL.

All new tooling for an exact fit, concours
chrome, all done in the USA. No more trying to
fit the gap between the hood and the grill or the
grill and the turn signal lens. $85 each side

Exact new re-production of the original SWF wipers
for 1965 to 1967, painted in correct silver finish. Wiper
blades and arms available as a package or separately.
Black SWF style wiper blades for 68 to 73 also newly
available.
Silver arms and blades.

1965 to 1970 Engine sound pad.
Tear out that moldy rats nest
hanging from your firewall!
Correctly dimpled and fire
resistant just like OEM.

’65 to ’68 rear
bumper end caps,
correct for both 912
and 911, correctly
finished stainless
steel, includes rivets
and molding.

JOMAPARTS.COM
porsche classic parts

Gefusilleerdenlaan 29 - 9600 Ronse, Belgium
T +32 55 21 30 13  -  F +32 55 20 70 69
info@jomaparts.be  -  www.jomaparts.be

Nederlands Français English Deutsch Italiano Portugues

<

A CLASSIC PORSCHE PARTS STORY
your partner for: Porsche 356, 911/912, 964, 993 

COMPONENT RESTORATION
Haydon Bros offers a component restoration service for aluminium

parts on all Porsche cars. Originally designed for aerospace
industries, the system utilises a pressurised ceramic slurry to

restore any aluminium part to its original cast brilliance.
Old parts look new, natural and tarnish free.

Service Mechanical Repair Modification Restoration
Haydonbros.com 714-777-7988 Anaheim CA



www.porscheclassiccentergelderland.nl

Porsche Classic Center Gelderland  Ressenerbroek 2, 6666 MR Heteren The Netherlands. +31 26 356 0 901. 

We realise your classic dream.

Porsche Classic Center Gelderland.
2

Porsche 356 A 1500 GS Carrera Speedster
Only 74 built - completely concours restored    
1957 - 35,606 miles Price on request

Porsche 911 2.7 RS 
Only 1590 built 
1973 - 6,663 km € 625,000

Porsche 911 3.2 Speedster Small Body
Only 161 built 
1989 - 23,068 km € 375,000

Porsche 356 A 1600 Reuter Cabriolet 
Unique - second owner- never restored
1959 - 71,321 miles € 175,000

Porsche 911 Carrera
Only 385 built 
1975 - 33,877 miles € 99,900

Porsche 356 A 1600 Speedster
Never restored - only refreshed - very original
1957 - 94,320 miles € 365,000

Porsche Carrera GT
Only 1270 built
2006 - 40,651 km € 625,000

Porsche 911 S Targa Softwindow
Completely concours restored
1967 - 25 km after restoration  € 299,900

Porsche 911 964 3.6 Turbo
Only 632 built for Europe 
1995 - 71,749 km € 299,900

Porsche 356 A 1500 GS Carrera Speedster Porsche 356 A 1600 Speedster Porsche 356 A 1600 Reuter Cabriolet 

Porsche 911 CarreraPorsche 911 2.7 RS 
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The devil’s in the detail
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Every issue of Classic Porsche is now available as an app, but if you prefer your reading the old-fashioned
way then we only have the following back copies available: 4, 6, 10, 13, 14 and 16–37. The price per copy,
including p&p, is £5.80 (UK), £7.00 (Europe) and £8.50 (Rest of World). Call us on +44 (0)1883 731150, or
email: chp@chpltd.com

And now that Classic Porsche is 38 issues old youʼll be needing a suitable means of storing all those
back copies, but hurry if you want our original binder as stocks are limited and the next batch will feature
our new, refreshed logo. The binders are finished in dark blue with the original Classic
Porsche logo foil-blocked in silver on the spine. Each holds up to 12
magazines and is shipped in a robust carton.

15 per cent off for Classic Porsche subscribers! Quote your
subscriber number, found on the address carrier sheet when
you receive your magazine, and receive 15 per cent discount
on the normal retail price. Prices are as follows (subscriber
prices in brackets): UK – £9 (£7.65); Europe – £12 (£10.20);
Rest of World – £14 (£11.90). To order your binders call us
on +44 (0)1883 731150.

CLASSIC PORSCHE #39 – ON SALE SEPT 29TH

HITTING THE ROAD IN A 2.8 RSR

The Eezibleed Special Edition kit (part # 77139) includes the standard Eezibleed kit components that use air
pressure from the spare wheel to effortlessly bleed both brake and clutch hydraulic systems, as well as the
Eezibleed multi-purpose cap, a brake bleed spanner and a classic pen-type tyre pressure gauge, all
packaged in a handy storage case.

Brake bleeding couldnʼt be easier: fill the pressure vessel with fresh brake fluid and connect it to your
carʼs brake fluid reservoir with one of the supplied caps; pressurise the fluid by attaching the Eezibleed tube
to your spare tyre, then release the bleed valve with the special double-ended spanner provided (10mm and
11mm) and let the fluid flow. Bleeding is now a far more efficient one-man operation – all for just £85.13.
More details from www.gunson.co.uk

PRESSURE BLEEDING BY GUNSON

COMING IN THE NEXT ISSUE…

CLASSIC PORSCHE BACK ISSUES AND BINDERS



Sun Visor, 911/912 (65-68)
Right 901.731.031.22    $199.95
Left 901.731.031.21    $199.95

Fuel Tank, 911/912 (65-73)
 911.201.904.02   $392.41  $317.50

Window Crank Handle, 356A
644.542.470.02    $65.63

Door Step Plate Threshold Set (65-73)
SMC.901.551.00  $109.12  $79.95

Red Handled Screw Driver Set
SMC.012.025  $67.15

Plated Metric
Hardware Set, 490 Pieces
SMC.196.400.57    $166.00

Fuchs Wheels, Set of 4
8j/7j x 15'' (Refurbished)

911.361.021SET   $3,740.00

Wing Window Set, Speedster
SMC.000.824.92   $215.95

Door Pocket Trim Set, 911/912 (69-73)
Left SMC.555.01.KIT   $109.90  $93.41

Right SMC.555.02.KIT   $109.90  $93.41

Turn Signal Assembly Set,
911/912 (69-73)

SMC.631.40.SET   $287.52

Nardi Steering Wheel,
356/356A (50-59)

5813.42.3000   $2,795.20

Headliner, Coupe (56-89)
With or Without Sunroof

Ivoy Or Black 644.555.501.00   $109.50

Turn Signal Beehive Lens, Tall, 356A(T2)
644.631.411.05   $82.47

Sunroof Frame,
All 356's/911/912 (50-68)

644.564.083.50   $386.65
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Your main source for Parts & Accessories
for all  Porsche® Automobiles

Info@SMCpar ts .com  •   w w w. SMCpar ts .com  •   Pasadena,  Cal i fornia   •   +1. 626. 8 4 4.4 616

We ship hundreds of orders overseas weekly using USPS, UPS, and FedEx. Delivery time as quick as 4-5 business days.

Carpet Set, 911/912 (65-73)
 SMC.000.274.00   $493.50

KEY BY CODE PROGRAM
Call or visit us online for pricing and details

Try our new key service dealing 

exclusively with Porsche automobiles. 

Our excellent customer service, large 

selection of genuine, NOS and 

aftermarket keys will simplify the 

process for requesting key services. 

Free shipping on orders under 
3 pounds, $75 minimum

Mention Classic Porsche in the order notes and we’ll refund 

the shipping on qualifying orders. Restrictions apply. 
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In July, for the first time, I visited the worldʼs oldest operational motor sport
venue, Shelsley Walsh. In continuous use since 1905 the event that finally
lured me to this 1000 yards of Tarmac coiling its way up the side of an
idyllic valley in the Worcestshire countryside was the appearance of one of
Professor Ferdinand Porscheʼs finest creations, the legendary V16 Auto
Union Grand Prix car.

We have all arrived at our addiction to Porsche by different routes. (I
assume that if you are reading a magazine devoted exclusively to Porsche
that you, too, to a greater or lesser degree, can be categorised as an addict.)
In my case, being older than a lot of you, it was via the Professorʼs pre-
Porsche achievements and
in particular the Auto Unions
of the 1930s (no, I didnʼt
see them race in period, Iʼm
not that old. Really? – KS).

In the dim and distant
days of black and white
television a favourite series
of mine was the ʻShell
History of Motor Racingʼ
documentaries written and
directed by Bill Mason, Nick
Masonʼs dad. The episode
that really fired my
schoolboy imagination was
titled ʻClash of the Titansʼ
and focused on the battles
between the ʻSilver Arrowsʼ,
the cars of Mercedes and
Auto Union that effectively
dominated the years from
1934 until the outbreak of
World War Two.

I was totally in awe of
the drivers, drifting these
awesome machines around
tracks like the Nürburgring
at astonishing speeds,
shredding their tyres in the
process. The Auto Unions,
with their rear-mounted
engines were particularly
spectacular and difficult to
master, their tails constantly
stepping out of line as their
intrepid pilots struggled to apply over 500bhp to the road.

In July 1936, for what would be the first appearance of a Silver Arrow in
Britain, Auto Union sent one of their special short-chassis ʻType Cʼ cars to
have a crack at the Shelsey Walsh hill climb record in the hands of their star
driver Hans Stuck. On the surface this seems like an odd venue to debut their
car on these shores but Stuck had history at Shelsley.

In 1930, driving an Austro-Daimler, he had set a new course record that
lasted for three years –it was obviously time for the European Bergkönig to
take the record back. The silver P-Wagen (as it was invariably referred to, ʻPʼ
of course, for Porsche), with its streamlined cigar-shaped fuselage and its
extra wide rear axle with massive twin rear wheels must have had the impact
of an alien space craft setting down in this rural idyll.

Practice, not officially timed, was run in the dry and Stuck is reported to
have equalled the course record but the timed runs on the following day were

beset by torrential rain. Even sporting its twin rear wheels there was no hope
that Stuck could get the power down on the narrow track, at some points only
twelve feet wide, but, nevertheless, he put on a show for the enthusiastic
crowd, producing a thousand yards of wheel-spinning, tail-wagging
excitement.

The second run of the day fared no better and as the contemporary report
in Motor Sport related, if anything, was more spectacular than the first. ʻ… in a
final desperate effort to show what the car could do, he ventured to put his
foot down on the last stretch.

ʻHe was rewarded by the most ferocious series of tail-wags we have ever
witnessed, his elbows in
turn rising high above the
carʼs side as he corrected
the skids, and finished the
run with a skid across the
line which must have made
the timing officials jump for
their lives…ʼ

Exactly eighty-years later
Audi Heritage sent over
their stunning replica of the
Stuck car – complete with
Hans Stuck junior to fling it
up the course – obviously a
day not to be missed.

The weather gods this
time chose to smile on the
Worcestshire valley, but in
deference to the multi-
million pound investment
that Audi have made in
recreating the Grand Prix
cars Stuck Junior was not
going to blitz the hill during
his runs. Nevertheless,
standing inches from the
car, the eardrum-numbing
wail of the six-litre
supercharged sixteen-
cylinder engine being
warmed up in a barn at the
bottom of the hill was alone
worth the trip.

Curiously, the following
day, still tingling from the

thrill of seeing but mainly hearing the Auto Union, I tuned into a documentary
on the box, entitled ʻHitler's Championsʼ and had to restrain myself from
throwing a shoe at the screen.

Although a rather good account of how Hitlerʼs regime used sport and
sporting heroes as propaganda, the section on motor racing was either put
together by someone who new little about the subject or wilfully ignored the
chronology of the period on the basis that the audience would be too ignorant
to notice.

A sequence purporting to show a specific race cut between Auto Unions
from all six seasons in which they competed, jumbling the V16-engined cars
with the later V12 variants. Much of the film was ʻcolorisedʼ, and done rather
well, but when referring to the fact that the legendary Italian, Tazio Nuvolari,
was one of their prime rivals they showed him driving an Auto Union –
colorised red! What sacrilege! It almost spoiled a perfect weekend. CP

DELWYN MALLETT
OOUURR  MMAANN  AABBOOUUTT  TTOOWWNN  GGEETTSS  AALLLL  EEXXCCIITTEEDD  AASS
HHEE  WWIITTNNEESSSSEESS  HHIISS  DDRREEAAMM  CCAARR  IINN  AACCTTIIOONN  AATT
TTHHEE  OOLLDDEESSTT  AACCTTIIVVEE  MMOOTTOORRSSPPOORRTT  VVEENNUUEE......

Even twin rear wheels couldnʼt tame the mighty Auto Unions in period, although the value of
Audi Heritageʼs modern day recreation makes tyre-shredding antics a thing of the past…

Many would describe Delwyn
Mallett as a serial car collec-
tor – one with eclectic tastes

at that. His Porsche treasures
include a pair of 356

Speedsters, a Le Mans-
inspired Pre-A coupé and a
1973 Carrera RS. Some of

them even work…

“ THEIR INTREPID PILOTS
STRUGGLED TO APPLY OVER

500BHP TO THE ROAD…”
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Itʼs not so long since Financial Times reported that historic cars had been
the best performing asset class over the previous ten years. Wow, did
prices really rise by nearly 500 per cent? And what are they doing now? Itʼs
widely accepted that the market has slowed, but has it done so by a little or
by a lot? The main historic car price indices – HAGI, from the Historic
Automobile International Group, K500 from Simon Kidstonʼs team and

Hagerty, from the insurer, should provide some answers. First, though, itʼs
helpful to know a little about the indices themselves.

We can start with coverage. The headline HAGI index is based on a
portfolio of fifty rare and
high-value cars, including
a small number of modern
classics including the mid-
engined Carrera GT. There
are sub-indices for the
main constituents including
Porsche. As its name
suggests, the K500 index
is based on a broader and
more representative
sample of 500 cars,
including a number of so-
called affordable classics.
Again, there are sub-
indices for the main
constituents including
Porsche. Hagerty
publishes a blue-chip
index of twenty-five high-
value cars – previously
known as the cars to own
– as well as additional
indices covering, among
others, German cars.

Next, to the prices
themselves. The aim is to
compare apples with
apples. Itʼs not as
straightforward as it
sounds. Is a 356A the
same thing as a 356B or a
356C? Is a 1973 911 2.7
RS lightweight the same
thing as a 1973 911 2.7
RS Touring?

Some models rarely
trade and, when they do, itʼs not clear how examples compare to each other.
Are they more or less original, in better or worse condition and is the history
more or less complete? Apparently similar cars can trade at very different
prices on the basis of these characteristics.

The indices deal with this in different ways. The HAGI index is based on a
range of raw prices and can be volatile as a result. K500 uses a smoothed
average of auction prices. Hagerty, on the other hand, uses a range of prices
as well an element of judgment.

Having established the coverage and collected the prices, it remains to
combine the latter into an index. The key issue is weighting. How should the
prices for, say, a Ferrari 250 SWB and a 1973 911 Carrera 2.7 RS be added
together? The HAGI index is weighted using the market cap of each model –
an average price multiplied by the number of examples still around. In the

case of the SWB and the RS, the market cap weight might be two-to-one.
K500 compiles a series of sub-indices using equal weights and then weights
those equally to compile the overall index. The Hagerty index is effectively
based on price weights. In the case of the Ferrari 250 SWB and the 1973 911
Carrera 2.7 RS, the price weight might be twenty-to-one.

What do the indices say about the last ten years? It was the headline
HAGI index that recorded the nearly 500 per cent price rise. For what itʼs
worth, its Porsche component looks to have done something similar.

As discussed, both cover a portfolio of rare and relatively high-value cars,
including some modern
classics. The broader and
more representative
headline K500 index merely
doubled over the same
period. Again, its Porsche
component looks to have
done something similar.

Thereʼs nothing wrong
with doubling, but itʼs less
spectacular than the
headlines would have us
believe! In the time that the
Hagerty blue chip index has
been compiled, its
performance has been
somewhere between the
HAGI and K500 indices.

To answer the question
we started with, the prices
of a small number of very
special cars – including a
small number of very
special Porsches – do
appear to have risen at an
extraordinary rate over the
past five to ten years.

If you were lucky or
smart enough to own a
collection of cars similar to
those in the HAGI indices
you are likely to have seen
very strong returns.
Meanwhile, the market as a
whole was more pedestrian.
It was a period in which the
most expensive cars got

even more expensive and the less expensive didnʼt.
To bring the story up to date, all the indices suggest prices have slowed

more recently. The annual rate of increase in the headline HAGI index is
back down in single figures. The K500 index is slightly up on the year, but
the most recent quarters show small falls. The Hagerty blue chip index is
roughly five per cent up on the year, but the most recent observation also
shows a small fall.

Itʼs not unreasonable to suggest – ahead of processing the results
from Monterey – that the market has been more or less flat for a large part of
this year. As a final observation, the indices are necessarily based on sales.
When cars sell well, the indices record the higher prices as they occur. If
they donʼt sell, on the other hand, the indices donʼt immediately fall. That
can take more time. CP

ROBERT BARRIE
AAllll  eeyyeess  ttuurrnneedd  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  ccllaassssiicc  ccaarr  sscceennee
wwhheenn  pprriicceess  ssttaarrtteedd  ggooiinngg  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  rrooooff,,  bbuutt
hhaavvee  tthhiinnggss  cchhaannggeedd??  RRoobbeerrtt  llooookkss  aatt  hhooww  tthhee
tthhrreeee  mmaaiinn  pprriiccee  iinnddiicceess  wwoorrkk……

Special cars will always command a high price, but itʼs the way prices of individual cars are
compared which makes the difference to the indices. As Robert says, the aim is to compare
apples with apples, which is not always as easy as it sounds…

Robert Barrie is a classic
Porsche enthusiast through

and through. As well as
competing in historic events

with a variety of early
Porsches and organising

track days, heʼs also a
purveyor of fine classic

automobiles

“ APPARENTLY SIMILAR
CARS CAN TRADE AT VERY

DIFFERENT PRICES…  ”
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SMD H4 Headlights

Modern Illumination
6 or 12 Volt
Low Current Draw
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Precision Bent     

Brake Lines

9-Piece Kit for
1964-1967 911 912
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Complete Floor Pan Kits

For all 356, 911 and 912.  
We have all panels from  
the front trunk and  
battery box back to  

including all required  
mounts. 

Fuel Tanks

From Early 356  
through 911 Carrera. 
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356 tank shown
NLA-201-001-07
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and ends. Made in USA.
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AN ITALIAN WELCOME
Hello and good morning from Italy. I have just received your latest ʻnew lookʼ
issue and noticed you have a feature set in Sicilia coming soon (itʼs in this
issue, in fact – KS). I have a wonderful collection of 11 cars from 1973 to
1996 in Santa Venerina, near Catania. If you are ever near, you are very
welcome to come and look!

By the way I am English, 68 years young and obviously have the illness
with which we are all afflicted. My 1973 911T is the star of my collection. Itʼs
had just one owner for 41 years and has covered only 13,000 kilometres. It
was second at Padova in
Italyʼs Porsche Classic
competition in 2015. My
911SC has covered only
4000 kilometres.

Hope you can visit us
one day – and thanks for
your great magazine.
Alan Belton
Via E-mail

Keith Seume replies: Looks
like you have quite a
collection there – and from
what we understand, some
pretty amazing scenery in
which to enjoy them all…

CONTINUATIONS
First I want to say that I
have been buying Classic
Porsche magazine from the
first issue and am a big fan.

The reason for my
e-mail is in regards to the
column written by Delwyn
Mallett in issue #35 about
replica cars, reproductions
and continuation models.

In the USA, there is a
law going through
Congress addressing
these very cars. In
essence, a law is being
considered that would
allow the legal sale of new replica/continuation cars as long as some
requirements are met. The big kicker is that the cars would be exempt from
some of the present DOT and EPA regulations.

I think this would be great for the car hobby. I could see a series of
Porsche 904s, Ferrari Dinos and suchlike being offered again. The only
problem is that they would still be out of reach of most car enthusiasts.

Here is a link to an editorial on this subject and the proposed regulation:
http://blog.caranddriver.com/no-assembly-required-a-new-kit-car-law-could-
spawn-a-repli-mod-industry/

Thanks for a super enjoyable magazine. I really enjoy the restoration
editorials. I normally purchase the magazine at Barnes & Noble, but now that
you are going to nine issues a year I think itʼs time to subscribe.
Bill Berman
Via E-mail

Keith Seume replies: Thanks for the kind words, Bill. That proposed
legislation has to be good news for the industry – let’s hope it goes through.
If the US market is opened up to such vehicles, then it would make more
sense for some of the larger manufacturers to get involved. Are you listening,
Porsche? When you’ve done a continuation 904, you can build me a 906…

NEW LOOK
Itʼs not often that I feel compelled to write a letter, and if I do itʼs usually to

complain about poor service
or a rant to my local council
planning department!
However, after buying your
last issue (#37), I felt I
needed to say well done to
everyone at the magazine.

I worked in the
publishing industry for many
years, both in Europe and
the USA, and know only too
well how difficult it can be to
make changes to a
magazineʼs design without
totally altering its character.
In this regard, I think you
have succeeded, resulting
in a magazine which is still
familiar to regular readers
but looks fresh and new.

On a more detailed
level, I was unsure about
the use of Helvetica as a
font, having grown up with it
and similar ʻmodernʼ
typefaces in my art school
days, but on reflection I
think it was a good choice.
Well done all!
Miles Rutherford
Milan, Italy

LE MANS CLASSIC
It was a pleasure to meet
you at Le Mans Classic, and

was delighted to hear that you finally made it to the event in your own car.
Such journeys make the trials and tribulations of a long project all worthwhile.

I have attended many similar events, from Rennsport Reunion to
Goodwood Revival, but to me none quite capture the magic of period
competition to such a degree as Le Mans Classic. As an onlooker, it ticks all
the right boxes for me, from the broad spectrum of cars to the night-time
racing, the paddock access to the club displays. I just wish there was a better
selection of food available, but then that is probably true of every race event.

What fascinates me about Le Mans is how there appears to be a chaotic
air to it (I recall our commenting on this when we spoke) but underneath there
is clearly a very slick operation – itʼs a little like watching a swan: you donʼt
get to see those little feet franitcally paddling away beneath the surface!
Johannes Piersonn
Via E-mail

LETTERS
GGOOTT  SSOOMMEETTHHIINNGG  TTOO  SSAAYY??  NNEEEEDD  TTOO  EEXXPPRREESSSS
AANN  OOPPIINNIIOONN  OONN  TTHHEE  CCLLAASSSSIICC  PPOORRSSCCHHEE
WWOORRLLDD??  WWEELLLL,,  HHEERREE’’SS  YYOOUURR  CCHHAANNCCEE……

Alan Belton, an ex-pat living in Italy, has a collection of no fewer than 11 Porsches tucked
away, including a 13,000km 1973 911T and a 911SC with just 4000km on the clock…

WRITE TO THE EDITOR, 
CLASSIC PORSCHE, 

1 THE ALMA BUILDING,
BREWERSTREET DAIRY BUSINESS PARK,

BREWER STREET,
BLETCHINGLEY,

SURREY RH1 4QP. 
E-MAIL CLASSICPORSCHE@CHPLTD.COM

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND 
FULL POSTAL ADDRESS 

“THE CARS WOULD BE
EXEMPT FROM SOME OF

THE EPA REGULATIONS…”
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591010
591010ALU

591004

591024-1 591024 591031

591015
591016

Repair 
piece for 
windshield 
frame

591017
591018591008

90250514521

590901
590902

591007

Headlamp bucket 
left and right

590911

591079

591080

Repair panel for 
inner wing

591053
591054

591077
591078 591075-1

591075-2

590975
590976

590901-1

590901-3

590909

590903-1
590904-1

Bumper bracket, 
front, left/right, 
original

591003-3

591035
591036
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OE QUALITY BODY PARTS, FUEL TANKS AND BUMPERS 
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Bracket for front bumper 
moulding on front closing panel, 
metal

Fuel tank and battery 
supportCross panel Door hinge pillar
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Front suspension 
repair panel

suspension 
mounts

with suspension 
mounts and axle 
tunnel

Wheel housing repair 
section, front, rear 
part, lower

Wheel housing repair 
section, front, upper 
by wing mounting

Wheel housing 
repair section, 
front, centre

Engine hood, rear

591065

Rear window 
corner, lower

591061
591062

Parcel shelf repair section 
under rear window

591068

Door pillar
left and right

591047
591048

Floor pan

591071
591072

Floor pan, complete

591071-0

591133-1

591133-2

591133 

Floor pan, outer repair 
section, left and right

591071-1
591072-1

591100-0

Axle 
mounting

591134-1
591134-2

Fuel tank, 62 L

91120190400

591043-4
591044-4

591043-2
591044-2

591043-3
591044-3

Door skin, left and right

591041-1
591042-1

591041-1ALU
591042-1ALU

Rear center panel

591095
591095ALU

Door, complete 
left and right

590941
590942

with suspension mounts

590930

Fuel tank, 100 L

90120101030 

Exclusive high quality spare parts and accessories for 
classic cars from VAG, Porsche and Mercedes-Benz.
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Based on one of the most feared production-based racers of the
1970s and modified by two of the eraʼs best-known teams, the
Kremer K4 is a unique merging of motorsport minds

THE ULTIMATE
WEAPON



Words & photos: Andy Tipping
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From front or rear, minus the
bodywork the Kremer K4
looks a fearsome beast. Twin
KKK turbos are mounted
down low, forcing air forward
through the twin intercoolers
and then back through the
throttle bodies. Canepaʼs
attention to detail is superb!
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Kickstarted by the 930 Turbo in 1975, the latter half
of the Seventies was an era of explosive power
which would alter the Porsche 911 forever. With
the 935 spearheading a dominance of motorsport
– one driven as much by privateers as the works
teams – it would take the brand firmly into

supercar territory and assert an identity which still exists today.
But, while the 935 enjoyed a fearsome reputation among

its rivals, its influence lasted far longer than Porsche
anticipated. That brutality
which had shaken up the
podiums of race series
worldwide was equally
important as the
foundations of some of the
most muscular motorsport
machinery of its era. For
some, the pinnacle was
just the beginning.

Thatʼs saying
something, because this was no wallflower. Based on the
930 and developed to meet the FIAʼs Group 5 regulations,
the 935 was a big-budget monster designed for the toughest
motorsport events, and even the earliest versions produced
almost 600bhp. The 935 would take victories at endurance
events the world over, building on successes with its
naturally-aspirated predecessors.

But, by the late 1970s, the motorsport division in
Weissach had moved on from production-based cars to
concentrate on dedicated Group 6 machinery, starting with
the 936. Works 935s had intermittent outings until 1979 but it

was the private teams who would ensure that Porscheʼs
foundations had an ongoing motorsport career.

Among them was the Cologne-based Kremer Brothers.
Erwin and Manfredʼs motorsport expertise had been proven
during the naturally-aspirated era, their blue 3.0 RSRs locked
in a battle with Georg Loosʼs Gelo Racing team during the
early part of the decade. It had made them a go-to garage for
competitive Porsche racing cars and helped forge a close
relationship with the factory.

In 1976 the team
developed its own non-
factory 935, calling it the
K1. It was the start of a
small but successful
bloodline, fine-tuning the
aerodynamics for the K2
and moving to a semi-
tubular chassis by the K3,
which would go on to take
an overall win at the 24

Hours of Le Mans in 1979. It wasnʼt alone, either, with rival
teams evolving the 935ʼs foundations to build ever-faster
machinery. Weissach was only too happy to provide them
with the parts they required.

By the time the K4 was ready to leave the workshop, it
bore little resemblance to the earliest 935s. The fourth
generation had borrowed from Porscheʼs own ʻMoby Dickʼ
935/78, a long, low-drag GT car designed for high-speed
straights at Le Mans. Where the 935 had started from a
production base, the K4 shared only the roof skin and
windscreen with a 930. Kremer would build only two, and, of

Thereʼs a lot going on for the
driver to worry about!
Interior is a symphony in
aluminium, with only a Kirkey
seat, Simpson harness and
an AutoMeter tacho bringing
things up to date

“IT BORE LITTLE
RESEMBLANCE TO

THE EARLIEST 935…”
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those, only one – this car – would ever see a track.
Now homed at the Canepa Collection in California, the

stretched aerodynamics bulging out from every angle, it has
lost none of its presence in the years since. This was the
Kremersʼ answer to the Zakspeed teamʼs highly competitive
Ford Capri. Itʼs a rare
survivor of a period marked
out by huge budgets and
incredible speed, and with
the bodywork removed itʼs
not hard to find the results
of that stratospheric
spending.

Works 935s had
evolved since 1976, which
benefited the privateers.
Porsche had been able to take advantage of a loophole in
Group 5 regulations, which meant it wasnʼt bound by the need
to retain a factory floorpan for the 935/78. This meant the
entire body could be dropped, and the K4 took the same
approach – the chassis is a spaceframe, and most of the
bodywork was made of lightweight Kevlar.

Mechanical links to the 935 are much stronger, the K4
using a strengthened 3.2-litre flat-six and four-speed gearbox.
But where Porsche had been confined to using a water to air
intercooler setup to fit under the 930ʼs spoiler, the Kremers
had switched to a more effective air-to-air system. In turn, this
meant the engine was able to reliably run extra boost. With
the boost fully turned up, the K4 put more than 800bhp
through its rear wheels, enough to make it incredibly sensitive
to weather conditions.

There are few distractions inside, where the driver sits on
the right for better weight distribution on clockwise circuits,
and the no-frills cabin ends at the B-pillar. The Kremers fitted
fully adjustable Bilstein suspension at each corner, and air
ducts and the turbofans fitted to the centre-lock BBS wheels
helped keep the 917-derived brake setup from overheating.

This car, chassis K4/01, debuted in 1981, contesting the
Deutsche Rennsport Meisterschaft (DRM) season wearing

the iconic Jägermeister orange livery, and the Kremers
recruited French ex-Gelo team driver Bob Wollek to take the
wheel, aiming to build on the K3ʼs record.

Wollek would spend most of the season battling Manfred
Winkelhockʼs Liqui Moly-liveried Ford Capri for the top slot on

the podium, the K4 taking
two wins and six podium
finishes in the 1981 DRM.
It proved reliable and
consistent, ending its first
year of professional racing
with a second place in the
championship, just ahead
of Winkelhock, but trailing
Klaus Ludwig in the
Zakspeed Capri. This

would be the carʼs only season with the Kremer team who,
ironically, had followed Weissach and moved into Group C –
which replaced Group 6 – with the 936-based C-K5.

Up to 800bhp was available
from the 3.2-litre twin-turbo
air-cooled engine. Note the
flat-fan cooling system and
the ducts on each side
feeding air to the turbos from
vents in the quarter windows

Air-to-air intercoolers
dominate the space ahead of
the engine, with air ducted
from the top of the front
wings, through the doors.
This work was carried out
during Fitzpatrickʼs ownership

“MECHANICAL LINKS
TO THE 935 ARE

MUCH STRONGER…”
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The K4ʼs performance hadnʼt gone unnoticed. British
driver, John Fitzpatrick, who had won the 1980 IMSA Camel
GT Championship with a K3, had set up his own racing team
in 1981 and was being sponsored by billionaire Jerry
Dominelliʼs J. David investment company. The San Diego-
based team would become this carʼs second owner and by
the time it emerged for the 1982 IMSA Camel GT
Championship it wasnʼt only the livery which had changed.

During the winter of 1981, Fitzpatrick had commissioned
engineers Max Crawford and Glen Blakely to build on the
Kremersʼ work. The K4ʼs bodywork was revised, not only to
improve its aerodynamic performance, but to add power.
Most notably, this added large ducts in the top of the front
wings, channelling air through a vent in the top of the door and
across the more efficient intercooler setup in the back.
The suspension was upgraded, and under-body aero was
fine-tuned, too.

Fitzpatrick would race this car himself during the 1982
season, sharing the wheel on longer endurance races with

fellow Brit, David Hobbs. Yet again it proved to be a reliable
and competitive car, taking five wins spread across both sides
of the Atlantic, and Bob Wollek would even return to the
driverʼs seat for a round at Brands Hatch.

The team would only contest one full season in this car
before being lured into prototypes with the 956 in 1983, as
Kremer and Porsche had been beforehand. But K4/01 would
continue to compete with its J.David livery, recording starts at
Miami and Riverside and a win at the latter, driven by the all-
British trio of Fitzpatrick, Hobbs and Derek Bell.

The Löwenbräu livery would appear for its final year on
track, with American driver Al Holbert fielding the K4 in only
three events, none of which resulted in a podium finish. Its
professional career closed with a 50th place finish at the Road
Atlanta 500km in August 1984, and it still wears its light blue
bodywork over 30 years later.

Unsurprisingly, this high-profile racer didnʼt take long to find
its way into the enthusiast community, and the succession of
owners since John Fitzpatrick Racing parted ways with it is
interesting in itself. Among that list is Hollywood A-lister Nicolas
Cage, who owned K4/01 between 1999 and 2002, and Wal-
Mart founder and chairman Rob Walton who bought it in 2006
and was the final owner before it sold to Canepa in 2014.

Thankfully itʼs also never truly retired. Walton would take
part in two Rennsport Reunion events at Daytona Speedway,
and win the 2009 Reno Historics event, a lingering reminder of
how competitive the brutality the Kremers had unleashed 30
years previously continues to be. The car has also been
meticulously maintained, with Mike Amalfitanoʼs Florida-based
Amalfi Racing taking care of it between events. Despite a 150-
hour concours detailing session at Canepa, itʼs as ready for
the start line today as it was in 1981, should its next owner
decide to brave the turbo lag.

So while the K4 never enjoyed the same time in the
spotlight as the K3, it remains noteworthy as the last in a
fascinating bloodline. A machine which combines the best of
works and privateer teams with engineering derived from a
golden era of Porscheʼs motorsport history, and one which is
truly unique as a result. CP

Unlike the original 935, the
K4 was unshackled from the
need to use the original 930
unitary body/chassis. Instead
it relied on a lightweight
aluminium chassis, with
bodywork largely of Kevlar

The Kremer K4 incarnation
of the legendary Porsche
935 was a truly handbuilt
thoroughbred race car, as
can be seen from this close-
up of a front upper
suspension mounting



36 CLASSIC PORSCHE

Other Restoration Stock Available

Pre 73' - Supplied or Restored:-
8x 911 'S' spec: 4 RHD, 4 LHD ,Coupes & Targas. 4x 911 'E' spec: 2 RHD,
2 LHD, Coupes & Targas. 4x 911 'T' spec: all LHD Targas, 2 Euro spec with
some 'S' extras.

SERVICING - RESTORATION - CAR SALES

At Harrison's we specialise in restoration and servicing and always hold a large stock of
restoration cars, mostly matching numbers, early 'S' and 'E'. All cars are offered with a
Porsche 'letter of Origin' and a 'T1', with delivery from us in Guernsey to Southampton,
UK or St Malo, France ports - Local taxes will be due on registration.

Contact David or Justin on 0044 (0)1481 240770
or email info@harrisonautomotive.co.uk for more details

www.harrisonautomotive.co.uk

‘68 Porsche 911S, Coupe - WE (Works Model) - Good restoration
project with matching number engine case - first registration
in Germany - offered with European delivery - Please enquire.

STOP
PRESS

2016 Under Restoration - 911’s
1967 - LHD - Coupe - 307875, POA - £142K.
Tangerine - Ex Porsche Factory Car - M/Numbers.

1967 - LHD - Soft Targa - 500605, £78K - £118K.
Polo Red - West Coast USA - M/Numbers.

1967 - LHD - Coupe - 909866, £57K - £112K.
Sand - Some 'S' Extras - USA, Hawaii - M/Numbers.

1968 - LHD - Coupe - 11830119, POA - £112K.
Sand - 69 ‘S', Porsche Warranty Case - NY USA Car.



Chequers.

First introduced in the 1960’s, Chequer Mats will complement any 

Porsche color pallet. Offered in all six original color combination. 

Each � oor mat is Hand Crafted to Order and Made in USA.

Available for all Porsches from 356’s to 991’s. 

www.CocoMats.com™

001.803.548.4809

2014 Cayman S #101 Black & Red
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In June 1973, Mike Birtwistleʼs 2.7 RS was delivered new to Sicilyʼs
Porsche main dealer, Armando Floridia. After a long-haul run from
Scotland, the car was reunited with its original vendor in Palermo,
forty-three years later to the very day
Writer: Johnny Tipler
Photographers: James Puttock, Brendan Mullan and Johnny Tipler

PALERMOFAITH
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Most of us have a mission
in life, and Mike Birtwistleʼs
was to reunite his 2.7 RS
with its notional birthplace
where it was first delivered in
1973, in Palermo, Sicily. A

staunch supporter of the DDK on-line forum,
Mike came together with fellow members
Brendan Mullan and James Puttock to
arrange a road trip.

James has a bit of a history in Sicily
and the Targa Florio in particular, and he
arranged AgriTurismo accommodation, rustic
but wholesome, at the home of Donatella

Pucci whose uncle Baron Antonio won
the 1964 Targa Florio with Colin Davis in
a 904, and whose cousin Giulio Pucci placed
6th in the 1973 event in a Martini Racing
3.0 Carrera RSR.

James also set up a meeting with the
erstwhile Porsche Centre proprietor,
Armando Floridia, himself a Targa winner. As
the elements of the trip fell into place we
relished the prospect of the long-haul
journey, as well as a week in Sicily.

Two 911s hit the road in late May, the
black RS and Jamesʼs Viper Green 2.7 RS
replica. Petrol shortages in France

demanded a change of route, heading via
Belgium and Germany to Switzerland. I
joined them at Spa, having just covered the
previous weekendʼs Nürburgring 24-Hours.

We stumped up the mandatory 40 Swiss
Francs toll and made for the St Gotthard
Pass, sunny on the way up and down, but in
dense clouds at the summit where the road
was flanked by 20ft snowdrifts. We joined the
scrum to board the GVI ferry from Genoa to
Palermo, and the 21-hour voyage was an
opportunity to talk about Mikeʼs car as we
basked on the Lido sun deck.

Mike has owned the RS since 2003. Itʼs

called Monica: ʻAll my cars have a name,
and I named it “Monica” because thereʼs a
Sicilian actress called Monica Bellucci, sheʼs
dark haired and very pretty, and I thought,
“Thatʼs her.”ʼ

Heʼs done plenty of research on ʻMonicaʼ,
but certain aspects have piqued his
curiosity. Though itʼs been black for most of
its four decades, it was originally finished in
vivid Chartreuse green. ʻI spent at least four
years on a fairly intense search for the
history, and the DDK, the Early 911S
Registry and the Australian registry have
really helped,ʼ he says.

“ ALL MY CARS HAVE
A NAME AND I NAMED

IT ‘MONICA’… ”

Florid(ia) complexion
Porsche dealer Armando Floridia participated eight times in the Targa Florio, driving Porsche
356 and 911, Chevron and Osella. In 1967 he competed in a Porsche 356 paired with Francesco
Troia, using the pseudonym of ‘Black and White’, running in the 1600 class under the Scuderia
Pegaso banner.

The following year he paired up with Vincenzo Randazzo in a Porsche 911S, placing 13th overall
in the race won by Vic Elford and Umberto Maglioli in a 907. However, in 1969, partnered by
Libero Marchiolo in the 911S, he crashed.

‘At first my father Vincenzo didn’t want me to race any more, because he had been a driver too.
But of course he was happy later on when I was a winner. Because I raced with a Porsche we
thought it would be good publicity for the name of Porsche as well as for our business. But in ’69
when I had my accident and my father thought I was dead, he said to me, “you don't race any
more,” so for a while I carried on racing under the pseudonym of Ypsilon.’ And pseudonyms were
rife in the Targa Florio.

Armando picked up where he’d left off in 1972,
entering the Targa Florio once more, driving for
Strähle KG, partnering Dieter Schmid in a Porsche
914/6 and placing 9th overall. In 1973 he drove for
Scuderia Brescia Corse in a Chevron B21, coming
11th, and in 1975 he and ‘Amphicar’ were 2nd
overall in a Chevron B26 behind ace duo
Merzario/Vaccarella in their Alfa T33.

Armando’s crowning glory was winning the ’76
Targa Florio, once again paired with ‘Amphicar’ in an
Osella PA/4 BMW, with whom he also finished 4th in
the Monza 1000kms. He hung up his helmet after
placing 6th at Monza in 1976, donating his race kit
including overalls, Ciccio driving shoes and helmet to
the Targa Florio museum at Cerda.
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ʻOne contact, Andrea Sramentinoli in Milan, sent me one
of his bonnet badges for restoration – heʼs bi-lingual and heʼs
done an enormous amount of work for me; heʼs been in
touch with various people,
and the storyʼs been built
up with different snippets of
information. But we get to a
point where some things
are fact and other things
are assumptions.

ʻAccording to the
paperwork, the first three
owners in Palermo were
women, and there must be
a reason for that. So I want
to ask Armando what that could be. Being Sicilian and semi-
secretive, it suggests that itʼs a way of hiding the car – “itʼs
not mine, itʼs my wifeʼs” – and I expect thereʼll be some quirk

in Sicilian society that maybe even brings a tax advantage if
itʼs bought by your spouse.

ʻAnd although heʼs obviously sold lots of cars since 1973,
it will be nice if he has an
idea why it was painted
black so early on. Is it the
colour of mourning? Or
simply that black was
suddenly more fashionable
than Chartreuse, which is a
bit hippie?

ʻIt was coming to the end
of 2.7 RS production; the
invoice is dated 1st June
meaning there were only 30

days of RS production left, so it may have been a case of
have this one or nothing.

ʻMy chassis number 1551 and chassis number 1552 were

Overnight pause for breath
on the way – it had long
been Mikeʼs dream to take
his RS back ʻhomeʼ to where
it was first sold in Sicily

Targa Florio museum is filled
with mementos of the great
event. Mosaic mural
celebrates Redman and
Siffertʼs victory in the Targa

“ BLACK WAS
SUDDENLY MORE
FASHIONABLE… ”
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both Chartreuse, they are both left-hand drive so you can
imagine that, although production is not generally sequential,
these two cars were made together, both being Chartreuse
Tourings and both left-hand drive; theyʼd “got the paint can
open, so letʼs have a couple of these and then weʼll move
onto white”. There were 23 RSs in Chartreuse, all left-hand
drive. And then thereʼs the question of the re-paint, which
was done within six months of delivery.ʼ

To add a little context, theyʼd just had the Targa Florio in
May ʼ73, where Porsche finished 1st and 2nd, and it was a
famous race. Then, two weeks later, this RS was in Sicily.

And here, as we leave the docks in Palermo, traffic is
crazier than it is in Rome – there are scant white lines on the
road so you get four lines of traffic weaving in and out of
each other. Lane discipline does not exist.

Thereʼs a completely different atmosphere about the
place, too, in terms of the raffish atmosphere, the
architecture, the smells, trees and flowers – it even feels very
different from mainland Italy. The abundant trees and shrubs
in the less arid coastal regions include bougainvilleas,
jacarandas, azaleas, umbrella pines, cypresses, palms,
prickly pear cacti, yuccas, agaves and aloes. Stunning!

James and I excuse ourselves to take part in the Giro di
Sicilia, a three-and-a-half day blind around much of the island
paradise, in the company of 130 classic cars that included a
few classic Porsches such as his RS rep, but mainly Italian
jobs, in particular a few exotics like the magnificent Alfa
Romeo 6C Villa dʼEste that Felice Bonetto drove to 8th place
in the 1950 Carrera Panamericana.

Suffice to say that Mr Puttock and I take 90th place out of
122 finishers and are awarded a trophy in the general prize
giving, though precisely what for is not clear.

Before our meeting with Armando, the godfather of Mikeʼs
car, we visit the Targa Florio museum at Cerda (thereʼs
another one at Collesano) and meet curator Antonio
Catanzaro who gives us a tour of his dense and fascinating
collection of Targa images and paraphernalia, amassed
gradually since 1992.

It serves as a timely reminder that Porsche won the event
11 times between 1956 and ʼ74, and created cars specifically
to win it, such as the 908/4. The Museo is housed off Cerda
high street in the garages that Carlo Chiti used to house the
works Autodelta teamʼs Alfa Romeos in the 1960s and ʼ70s,
so as well as an impressive agglomeration thereʼs a palpable
sense of history, too.

We canʼt resist a few snaps on the original Targa Florio
start-finish straight in front of the pits and tribunes, which are
holding up fairly well, partly because the Automobile Club of
Palermo has offices over the pits. The whole operation is due
some funding so the road/track can be repaired where a
landslide took part of it away, meaning they can hopefully
stage another retro Targa in 2017.

We met up with Armando at the café where his dealership

Mike Birtwistle (left) was
delighted to meet up with
Armando Floridia at the site
of his original dealership –
itʼs now a café

Apache attack
The second owner of Mike’s RS was Alfonso Merendino, a Targa
Florio regular who rejoiced in the pseudonyms of ‘Noè’, ‘Mister
X’, and ‘Apache’, in the days when almost every other Targa
driver had a pseudonym.

Alfonso – ‘Apache’ – first ran the event in 1967 in a Fiat-Abarth
2000S, placing 4th in the Sport category. In 1968 he drove an
Alfa Romeo Duetto in the GT class but retired, then a Lancia
Fulvia Sport Zagato in which he placed 2nd in the 1300 GT
class in 1969.

He drove a Lancia Fulvia HF/1.6 to 5th in the GT category in
1970, and then won the 1300GT class in ’71 in a Fulvia Zagato,
partnered by Raffaele Restivo. This pairing finished 2nd overall
and 1st in the GT class in 1974, driving a 3.0 Carrera RSR, and
placing 3rd overall in 1975 (behind Armando Floridia) – and also
GT class winners in the 3.0 RSR. No slouch, then!

‘Apache’ and Franco Bernabei came 3rd in the 1976 Targa,
again in the 3.0 RSR (the race that Armando won), and finally,
overall victory in the last running of the Targa Florio in 1977,
driving a Group 6 Chevron B36-BMW with Franco Restivo.
Around the same time as he owned the black 2.7 RS.
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used to be. The showroom fronted one of Palermoʼs main
avenues, now apartments, and we were at the rear service
bay entrance. ʻI was the Porsche concessionaire for all of
Sicily,ʼ he tells us, ʻbut here in Palermo I was the agent for
Volkswagen and Audi as well. There would usually be two or
three Porsches in the showroom in those days. My father
Vincenzo started the business in 1957 selling 356s, and after
he died I took over.ʼ

Mike shows Armando the paperwork heʼs accumulated for
the RS, which identifies at least three previous owners, and
takes him around the car to identify the tiny areas where the
Chartreuse pigment is evident. Armando is ebullient. ʻI sold a
car the same colour as yours used to be to my good friend
who was a big-name driver. He lives in Catania, and
someone came here eight months ago who wants to buy that
car and offered a lot of money. Do you want to sell? Give me

your address, because I can contact them again.ʼ
The talk shifts to the subject of ownership. The car arrived

in Palermo on 1st June 1973 and was sold five months later.
That was apparently not unusual: ʻFor registration it was
normal; we had some still here after one year, two years.ʼ

Armando has no idea why it was registered consecutively
to three women, as Mike had deduced, but he confirms that
the names of the first three registered owners do indeed
appear to be women. ʻI think we sold seven or eight RSs that
year, mostly green and white, because it was so special, so
simple, elegant and very expensive, because these are not
for amateur drivers.ʼ

The Targa Florio magic spills over as it transpires that not
only was Armando a frequent competitor and winner of the
event in ʼ76, but he also notices on the paperwork that the
RSʼs second owner was actually a man, Alfonso Merendino

Above left: Mike heads into
downtown Palermo, reliving
a scene which must have
taken place dozens of times
four decades ago. Traffic
was chaotic…
Above: Advertising hoarding
proclaims the arrival of the
Targa Florio, nowadays a
historic reliability rally rather
than an all-out race

Florio flowering
A petite and attractive blonde, Constanza Afan de Rivera is the great niece of Targa Florio and Giro founder Vincenzo Florio. She is
running a ’64 356 in the Giro di Sicilia, placing 9th in the final reckonings, and during a pause in the regularities on Pergusa circuit
she tells me about her family history.

‘Vincenzo Florio, creator of the Targa Florio – the oldest road race in the world – was my great uncle. Ignazio Florio, his
brother, was my grandfather. He and Donna Franca were my grandparents. The Targa Florio today is a myth and a legend that’s
known everywhere.

‘In the same period, my uncle also conceived the Giro di Sicilia – the Tour of Sicily – and of course originally it wasn’t like the one
we do today, but it was actually a high-speed road race held non-stop over 48 hours. You didn’t sleep, you didn’t eat, you just
refuelled and changed tyres. They started on the Friday night from Palermo and returned to Palermo on Sunday.

‘Today you can’t really do high-speed street races anymore, so this event was revived in a different way; it was turned into a
reliability race, lasting three-and-a-half days. To emphasise the point, cars have to go very slowly on regularity sections. It’s always a
wonderful event, but obviously it’s not what it used to be.

‘The name of Florio in Sicily is very important for other
reasons. Just consider that Palermo’s Massimo Theatre was
created by my great-grandfather and continued by my
grandfather. In Favignana there are the famous tuna-fishing
nets, where canned tuna was invented by my grandfather
Ignazio. My family began building freighters that sailed to
Naples, Genoa and Spain, until they had a fleet of 99 ships.

‘Today I am often invited into schools and to various events
to talk about my family, and I'm very proud, because they were
great people and they have helped make our island what it is;
it is also why the “Targa” is a big attraction for many drivers.
Very important drivers took part in the race, and it is also a
very good way to discover Sicily, especially for foreigners.

‘Our land is wonderful, and offers everything: from
mountains to the sea, from culture to cuisine, archaeology,
monuments, and therefore I invite foreigners to visit Sicily, get
together, and they will be fascinated and entranced. The
welcome will be wonderful.’
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(see sidebar), who was also a regular contestant on the
Piccolo Madonie circuit and won the very last Targa Florio,
which was held in 1977.

And then the car was sold in Milan and after that it went
to Germany, where it was traded by Dirk Sadlowski of PS
Automobile to Russell Edmond-Harris in Oxfordshire, after
which it passed to Brian
Burrows and Mark James
and, finally, to Mike.

Once again, Armando
asks Mike if the car could
be for sale, but this time the
offerʼs gone up. An offer he
canʼt refuse, so to speak –
we are in Sicily, after all. As
for the colour, Armando
confirms that, ʻWe never
sold a black car or repainted one, so it would have been the
owner who had it painted. But you should have red Carrera
decals and red Fuchs wheels, that would be how a black RS
would have been delivered.ʼ Food for thought there, Mike.

Mike likes the fact that his car projects the patina of use.
Heʼs done around 48,000 of its 178,000 kilometres, including
three trips to Le Mans. Now heʼs over the moon, not only

having achieved his ambition of taking the car back to its
spiritual home, but also establishing some original
provenance. ʻI never twigged that any of these previous
owners were famous; I just thought they would be regular
Palermo guys, so that is really special.ʼ Special for Armando,
too; he is genuinely delighted and flattered that Mike has

sought him out and made
the journey expressly to
show him the car.

Suffused with the glow of
satisfaction, Mike and
Brendan, James and I head
the RS and its 2.7 sibling to
the port for the return
voyage to Genoa. The
following evening, two 911s
strike north via the Mont

Blanc Tunnel, overnighting in the shadow of the eponymous
Alpine range, then running steadily back to Calais and thence
up to London and Scotland.

It has been a truly memorable trip for all concerned. Mike
is already mooting another run, next time to the Picos de
Europa in northern Spain. Surely that can be nothing to do
with the Asturian cider bars… CP

Above: Substitute a Gulf-
liveried 908 for the black RS
and you could be forgiven for
thinking you were back in the
1970s, so little has changed
Above right: Route of the
original Targa Florio is
signposted for those wishing
to follow the course. We
wonder what stories the
buildings could tell…

ʻMonicaʼ began her life
painted the very bright green
known as Chartreuse, but
clearly one of her early
owners found it all too much
to cope with and opted for a
respray in black

“ A TRULY
MEMORABLE TRIP

FOR ALL… ”
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For many, itʼs the ultimate classic race meeting – a whole weekend devoted to
celebrating all thatʼs great about the legendary 24 Heures du Mans. But whatʼs it
actually like to participate at the event? Classic Porsche went along to find out
Words & photos: Keith Seume

LEMANSCLASSIC

The very essence of Le
Mans Classic (above) as a
varied group of cars running
in Plateau 2 (1949 to 1956)
heads down the main start-
finish straight, led by the
ʻGuatemalaʼ Carrera
Panamericana 1953 Pre-A

Late evening in the paddock
and some greats sights to be
seen (far left). Turbo RSR in
its iconic Martini livery sits
alongside 935, both cars
running in Plateau 6

Carlos Monteverdeʼs 917-
5LT is an homage to the
original Le Mans-winning
Salzburg car of 1970. A
regular at Le Mans Classic,
it was undoubtedly one of
the most photographed cars
of the event…
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Breathtaking. Itʼs the only word that can accurately
describe Le Mans Classic. Itʼs the ultimate retro
race event, superbly organised yet not so over-
policed or choreographed that it loses its charm.
Thereʼs an air of chaos which is deceptive – the
frantic whistle-blowing and arm waving of the

paddock marshalls could be straight out of an Inspector
Clouseau film – but behind this lies an organisation that is
second to none in its ability to host an event that captures the
spirit of the greatest motor race in the world better than any
Hollywood movie ever could.

Le Mans Classic, held every two years over three days in
July, is open to all vehicles which would have been elligible to
race in the 24 Heures du Mans between 1923 and, this year,
1981. There are six ʻplateauxʼ, or grids/classes according to
the age of the vehicle: Plateau 1 is for cars built from 1923 to
1939, Plateau 2 1949 to 1956, Plateau 3 1957 to 1961,

Plateau 4 1962 to 1965, Plateau 5 1966 to 1971 and Plateau 6
1972 to 1981. From a Porsche enthusiastʼs point of view, grids
2-onwards are of the most interest as anything from a Pre-A
356 to a mighty 962 can run at the event, with preference
being given to cars with real Le Mans history.

To add some ʻrealismʼ, practice and race sessions are held
both day and night, so every competitor gets to experience the
full Le Mans magic of speeding down the Mulsanne straight in
the dark, or chasing rivals (or being chased by them) through
the chicanes and under the iconic Dunlop bridge. Mandatory
pitstops simply add to the mix.

Once again, we tagged along with Andy Prill and his merry
band of mechanics as they looked after no fewer than six cars
in this yearʼs event. The oldest was the 1952 Pre-A 356
ʻGuatemalaʼ ex-Carrera Panamericana coupé, driven by Andy
Prill and Rahim Aga Khan, a 1957 Speedster (Alex de
Reuero), a 1965 911 (Andy Prill, Rahim Aga Kahn and Adam
Tate), 1965 Porsche 906 (or 904/6 – Cameron Healy), 1968
Porsche 910 (Rainer Becker) and a 1974 Carrera 3.0RS (Andy
Prill and Classic Porsche columnist, Robert Barrie).

“ EXPERIENCE THE
FULL LE MANS

MAGIC… ”

Things donʼt always go right
for everybody (top). 1974
RSR in the paddock
undergoing some remedial
work in the late evening

Joest Racing 962 was driven
to third place at Le Mans by
ʻJohn Winterʼ, Frank Jelinski
and Stanley Dickens in 1988.
This car had several wins
and placings in the sports
car championship during
1988 and ʼ89

Pit garages were full of
Group C cars on Saturday
morning (right) – it was as if
weʼd stepped into a time
machine back to the 1980s

Andy Prill gets ready to take
out the ʻGuatemalaʼ 356 for a
daytime session (far right)
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The latter raced at Le Mans in 1976, finishing 12th overall
and winning the GT class in the process. Its original owner (and
Le Mans-winning driver) ʻSegolenʼ was at the event, driving a
replica of the car and was delighted to be reunited with his
original steed exactly 40 years after his historic class win.

Robert Barrie enthused about this important RS: ʻItʼs a
lovely car to drive. Its characteristics are perfect for the
endurance format. It wasnʼt the quickest or most powerful car
on the grid – it lost out to the RSRs and, more so, the 934s
and 935s in those areas – but itʼs extremely capable and
confidence-inspiring in everything it does. If I had to choose a
car to drive at up to 150mph hour after hour it would be the
RS. It is stable under braking, turns in, rotates and accelerates
out without drama. Itʼs easy on the driver.ʼ

But whatʼs it like to drive at the legendary circuit? ʻItʼs the

most unforgiving circuit in the world,ʼ says Prill. ʻThe rush you
get from driving a car fast round the 13.65-kilometre course is
amazing and, although we all think weʼve been fast in a certain
car, it always seems to go a lot faster at Le Mans.

ʻAs you head across the startline, you accelerate hard
through the gears to a long right-hander that looks like it can
be taken flat. In reality, you need to lift, or even brake, or the
gravel trap will suck you in. Braking and going down the ʼbox
for the Dunlop chicane presents its own challenge and the
track is always slippery for some reason.

ʻYou then head under the bridge and go downhill into the
Esses at La Chapelle balancing throttle and grip. Then you
accelerate fast towards Terte Rouge. A lift, turn in and then flat
on the throttle – Wow! – lots of grip and G-force.ʼ

Robert Barrie picks up the commentary: ʻThe scenery flies

Rahim Aga Kahn checks with
Adam Tate (at the wheel)
during the afternoon session
in Plateau 4. 1965 911
performed well and looked
good all weekend

Thereʼs plenty to see other
than the racing, too. Club
display area inside the track
was full. Freshly-completed
930 Turbo hot-rod of John
Miller (below) looked great!
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by, before you pick out the 300 metre board, which is well-
illuminated at night, followed by the 200 metre board and the
start of the braking zone. We took the chicanes in third. Itʼs the
same discipline ahead of Mulsanne, but you probably donʼt
need to slow quite as much quite so early.ʼ

Back to Andy Prill: ʻThen the enormity of the straights
becomes clear. Into top way before you expect and hold full
throttle for longer than youʼve ever held it before. Thereʼs time
enough now to hear the car straining – both real and perceived
sounds to think about before looking far ahead to spot the first
chicane and the braking point.

ʻFlick right and left before going right again onto the next
long drag. You try to spot the braking point and flash through
the second chicane before heading out at speed onto the last
part of the legendary Mulsanne where you hit top speed again

before looking for the flick right that funnels you down to the
Mulsanne corner. Down the box, turn in and slide the car to get
a quick exit before youʼre very quickly flat-out in top again.ʼ

Robert Barrie: ʻAnother quick part of the circuit follows as
you head under two bridges and into the open entry to
Indianapolis before braking for Arnage, the slowest corner on
the circuit. Accelerate out towards the Porsche curves, turn in
early to the off-camber left that sends you way off to the right
on a more conventional line. Itʼs more or less flat to the braking
point for the Ford chicanes, which is somewhere alongside the
pit entry. Through the chicanes without clattering the kerbs too
hard and off you go again. Twenty-three hours and fifty-five
minutes to go!ʼ

But what about at night? Rahim Aga Kahn on his second
visit to Le Mans Classic says ʻIn the daytime itʼs about daring

Night action was a
photographerʼs dream
(above left) as was the Le
Mans start on Sunday (top).
Gareth Burnettʼs 356 (above)
won its Index, Spirit of Event
award and came 9th overall

Night-time colour (below left)
in the pits. No peace for the
mechanics (below) – missed
shift leads to bent pushrod
on Speedster
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to go faster than the lap before, but at night you have to
remember which of the bright lights in your mirrors are track
lighting so that you know when thereʼs a fast mover behind
and when there isnʼt. The risk at night is to get hypnotised by
the rhythm of the turns and straights; you can lose any sense
of speed, or feel that youʼre not even racing at all. Itʼs
surprising to be doing really good lap times while feeling like
youʼre just floating through the darkness…ʼ

Robert Barrie agrees: ʻThe only slightly troubling moment is
when you see a bright light in the mirror and canʼt work out
whether it's one of the floodlights or a prototype thatʼs come
from nowhere. The closing speeds can be quick…ʼ

Thatʼs a point picked up on by Prill: ʻSpeed differentials can
be an issue as old dim rear lights can result in a surprise when
you catch another car at night. One advantage is that by

missing the braking points, your lap times can improve and it
just confirms how late you could have braked during the
daytime laps! Itʼs a challenge and personally my favorite time.
Thereʼs always a perceptible increase in a carʼs performance,
too, from the cool air whatever youʼre driving.

ʻThe night at Le Mans is a unique and special experience,
especially when you following the brightly glowing turbos of a
935 at full chat.ʼ

For the father and son team of Bill and Will Stephens, there
were a few ghosts to lay at Le Mans Classic following a major
first lap shunt in 2014 in their 1959 Carrera Speedster GT: ʻWe
had a disastrous 2014 LMC, resulting in a major rebuild over
the intervening two years. Sportswagen did the bodywork
(thanks, Bruce and team) and we arrived at this yearʼs event
untested following the rebuild!

Cameron Healyʼs 906 (not to
be confused with the
similarly tagged Carrera 6) is
one of just 12 904s equipped
with six-cylinder engine by
Porsche, and was raced in
period by the factory team

ʻLittle Big Mansʼ event is
popular – some of the mini
cars (below) are superbly
detailed. Kremer RSR (right)
pauses for breath at night
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ʻQualifying went well but the engine wasnʼt running as
crisply as we would like and (in hindsight) foolishly we put it
down to the heat and our being timid with the car. A lap time
of 5m 40s put us down in 27th. Although quicker than we had
been in 2014, it felt like we could and should have gone a lot
quicker, a point further highlighted when we heard Gareth
Burnett in his 356 coupé running in Plateau 2 had put in a lap
time of 5m 35s!

ʻOur first race was at 7.00pm on Saturday evening, and this
was when the nerves really started to jangle as it was on lap
one of race 1 at the last event that we had our “moment” at
Arnage. Thankfully we came through this yearʼs race
unscathed, but we made a right mess of the driver change,
losing about a minute in the pits. The engine wouldnʼt pick up
cleanly going though left-hand bends. A lap time of 5m 36s
showed we were getting quicker, but still not quick enough…ʼ

Robert Barrie looks back fondly at his Le Mans Classic

weekend. ʻOn Friday I had plenty of free time before qualifying
at 7.00pm and got to meet ʻSegolenʼ, the French driver who
won the GT class at Le Mans in our car 40 years ago. Heʼs
driving a similar car this year and was delighted to see an old
friend again. On track, the car felt slightly less sharp as the
evening session went on. The wheels were balanced, the
engine checked over and it ran well in the night practice at
3.00 in the morning.

ʻOn Saturday, I had an even later start to the day, giving me
time to relax. My neighbour at lunch was a Le Mans winner – a
Porsche engineer from this yearʼs 24 hours. “It was a bit tough
on Toyota” I said. “Not really” he replied. The conversation
warmed up after that unpromising start… My first race was in
the dark at 11.00pm. There were no dramas, but others were
less fortunate. The well-known Jagermeister Porsche 934
parked next to us in the paddock burnt out on track. The
attrition rate was rising…

What better way to spend a
warm evening than watching
historic race Porsches in
their natural habitat? Turbo
RSR is a personal favourite

Bill and Will Stephens (below
left) returned to Le Mans
after a major shunt last time
out. Carrera GT Speedster
looked and sounded superb
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ʻOur Sunday races were at 7.00 in morning and 3.00 in the
afternoon. I swapped a thumbs-up with Segolen as we
circulated together on the formation lap. As the lights turned
green, the car was flying and we put in our fastest lap of the
weekend. Then I had to limp back to the pits with a puncture.
Damn! It was chaotic and emotional when we arrived. The
photographer filming the event loved it…ʼ

We were in the pits at the moment Robert arrived to hand
over to Andy Prill, his comment being that the car felt a bit
wayward at the rear – and thatʼs when we spotted the
punctured right rear slick! With no matching spare to hand, one
of the teamʼs hard-working mechanics (sleep? What sleep?)
rushed back to the paddock to retrieve a spare wheel shod
with a ʻwetʼ tyre. In the true spirit of Le Mans, it was enough to
see the car home, even if the handling on left-hand bends
wasnʼt quite as sharp as before!

Prill says he feels lucky to have participated in every Le
Mans Classic so far. ʻPeople tend to forget that it is a team
event and the big prizes come for overall team performance
and the performance index,ʼ he says. ʻOver the years weʼve
come away with six trophies including team scratch and

index in the same year (2006). We always put teams together
to do well in the index and this year was no exception with two
strong teams that, apart from the pre-war car in each (Singer
and a supercharged MG), were all Porsches.

ʻFrustratingly, an over rev in the Speedster and a failed
head gasket on the pre-war MG held us back but both teams
still made the top ten, and once again the Guatemala 356
came home with a trophy, this time for third place in the index
in Plateau 2.ʼ

Rahim Aga Kahn summed up his weekend with the
comment ʻAlthough the Classic isnʼt the 24 Hours, at 4.00am
when you pull into the pits and your mechanic is bleary eyed,
the grandstands empty but for the really hardcore of
insomniacs, you start to feel pretty heroic, and that is a large
piece of the magic. Youʼre tired, youʼre out there hurtling
through the night – and youʼre trying your best to win!ʼ

Itʼs a sentiment echoed by Will Stephens, too: ʻDriving at Le
Mans, especially at night, is spectacular, you really do feel part
of the history…ʼ And the final word to Andy Prill: ʻI always think
it cannot get better and every time it does.ʼ On that we
definitely agree. It really is a special event in every way. CP

Carrera 3.0RS won GT class
and finished 12th overall at
Le Mans in 1976, when
owned and driven by
Segolen (top), who was
delighted to be reunited with
his former car. Close racing
all the way at Le Mans…

Rainer Beckerʼs 910-020
(below left) was raced by Vic
Elford in the past. Trophies
(below) are superb and well
worth fighting for…
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Wolfgang Graf Berghe von Trips, often known as ʻTaffyʼ von Trips, was
Germanyʼs greatest racing driver of the postwar era. Like so many German
racers, he began with his own 356 but then graduated to the Porsche and
Ferrari works teams, before his life was tragically cut short in 1961
Words: Kieron Fennelly
Photos: Porsche Archiv

SIMPLYTHEBEST



57CLASSIC PORSCHE

It was almost a perfect existence: in 1932 when Graf
(Count) Wolfgang von Trips, sion of an aristocratic family
that could trace its ancestry back 700 years, was four, his
father inherited Burg Hemmersbach, an imposing
sixteenth century castle at Horrem, about 20 miles west of
Cologne. ʻFür mich begann eine himmlische Zeitʼ (ʻA

heavenly time for a small boyʼ) said von Trips later, in
reference to its gardens, stables and agricultural estates.

Biographer Jörg-Thomas Födisch describes how the quiet of
the parkland would later be broken by a nine-year-old Wolfgang
careering around in his fatherʼs six-cylinder Opel whose brakes
he could only operate by standing up. But as war clouds
gathered in Europe, Wolfgangʼs parents Eduard and Thessa
found they had problems closer to home: their only son was
extremely ill.

A strange facial paralysis followed by a middle ear operation
led to acute breathing complications and a prolonged stay in a
clinic as Wölfchen (little Wolfgang) fought off a strain of
meningitis, the kind of disease which today would probably be
despatched in a week or two with antibiotics. Illness and the

disruptions of the war also delayed his education. He was 20
before he finished high school and only completed professional
training six years later when he emerged from Brühl University
with a land management diploma.

After the war, he acquired his first bike, a 125cc Maico which
was followed by a pre-war BMW 500 on which he was skilled
enough to win cups and medals in local events. Whilst at Brühl
in 1953, a Porsche owning friend Victor Ralff introduced him to
the Porsche Club in Cologne. The idea of racing on four wheels
appealed to him even more than bikes.

Wolfgang was already a keen motorsport photographer
known for the professional quality of his 16mm cine films of the
races and for his accompanying race reports, but now he had
to have a Porsche: he sold the BMW, scraped together his
savings and ploughed the proceeds into an accident-damaged
Porsche 356. Von Tripsʼs enthusiasm was recognised by
Wolfsburg engineer Walter Hampel, who invited him as co-driver
in the 1954 Mille Miglia. In Hampelʼs 356 they won the under-
1300cc class, achieving 33rd overall (out of 378 finishers) and

“ RACING ON
FOUR WHEELS

APPEALED MORE
THAN BIKES… ”

Amongst his many other
talents, Wolfgang von Trips
(above) was a successful
hillclimb competitor in a
country where such a
discipline was highly
regarded. Main photo (left)
shows him at the wheel of a
718 RSK at an unidentified
hillclimb. Above, happy days
at Berg Hemmerbach
September 1954 as von
Trips had just been crowned
Deutscher Rennsportmeister
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second Porsche.
This achievement, duly noted by Porscheʼs racing manager

and talent scout, Huschke von Hanstein, seemed to fire
Wolfgangʼs confidence. In his own 1500cc 356, he combined a
trip to see friends in France with second place in the Hyères 12
hours (though he managed to drive into a ditch on the long drive
home, the first of several crashes) and followed this by winning
the production car championship at Avus (Berlin) in front of such
Porsche protagonists as Glöckler, Jeeser and Polensky.

Wolfgang von Trips
was not technically
inclined in the way
some F1 drivers were:
Phil Hill, his team mate
with the all-conquering
1961 Ferrari F1 squad,
said that the German
showed little interest in
the development side of
the race cars. This was
not to say von Trips
could not open a hood:
he acquired his 356 for the relative knock-down price of DM
4500, only because it was badly damaged: with the help of
friends he rebuilt the Porsche, subsequently driving it to
Munich where he was moving to start a traineeship at
Bankhaus Aufhaüser.

To protect his beloved 356, he substituted its 1500 engine
with a stock 1200cc VW unit, keeping the Porsche motor in his
room, so that his race engine would not be subject to a winter of
cold starts. However, once in cars provided by other people, he
always endeavoured to get the best out of them as they stood
without presuming to suggest changes to their set up.

1955 would be the year he really made his mark in

competition: he drove a 356 again in the Mille Miglia, the race
always remembered for Mossʼs amazing exploit, winning at an
average of almost 100mph in a Mercedes SLR. With Richard
von Frankenberg navigating, von Trips managed second in the
GT class despite losing 15 minutes changing a spark plug due
to a persistent misfire. Later, a win against Ernst Strähle in the
1300cc class of the Coppa del Oro again had the German press
talking about him; an invitation to drive a works Mercedes 300SL
in the Swedish GP followed soon after.

Von Trips acquitted
himself competently in
full view of Daimler
managers and was
nominated to drive the
third of the mighty eight-
cylinder SLRs behind
the similar cars of
Fangio and Moss at the
Tourist Trophy at
Dundrod. Wolfgang was
shocked at the narrow
roads, the banks and

ditches of this unforgiving Irish circuit and not a little intimidated
by racing in such august company. Sharing with Claude
Simon, he nonetheless helped to steer the 300bhp Mercedes
to third place.

He was on more familiar ground at the Nürburgring for the
ADAC 500km where he again won the 1300cc class in the 356,
averaging 110Km/h: the local motoring press talked of the young
Countʼs elegant style, reporting that he was ʻunbelievably fast,
but taking no risks.ʼ

For 1956, von Hanstein realised the Porsche works team
could use the talents of Graf von Trips to advantage and he
found himself sharing an RS with Porsche stalwart Hans

Above left: Wolfgang von
Trips winning the Trento
Bondone hillclimb in 1958

Top: Huschke von Hanstein,
Giorgio Scarlatti, Edgar
Barth, Wolfgang Seidel,
Wilhelm Hild, unknown, Jean
Behra and Wolfgang von
Trips, with 550 A Spyder

Above: Kapstadt GP 1960
with Jack Brabham, Jo
Bonnier, Stirling Moss,
Wolfgang von Trips and
Wolfgang Seidel

“ VON TRIPS’
REPUTATION SPREAD
FURTHER AFIELD… ”
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Herrmann. At Sebring their potent twin-cam Porsche was faster
than many larger capacity cars, finishing sixth overall and
winning its class and the index of efficiency.

His third attempt at the Mille Miglia was less successful, his
works-entered standard production Mercedes 300SL sliding into
a ditch in the latter stages, but von Trips would make amends a
few weeks later at the Nürburgring for the ADAC 500km.
Sharing the 1500 RS with that yearʼs Targa Florio victor (scoring
Porscheʼs first win in Sicily) Umberto Magnioli, the pair finished
fourth overall and class winners, five minutes ahead of the other
Porsche works pairing of Herrmann and von Frankenberg.

At Solitude on July 22, a record crowd of perhaps 200,000
watched as East German EMWs battled with Porsches: this time
von Trips in second place had to give best to Hans Herrmann,
but the following weekend at Le Mans, von Frankenberg and

von Trips won their class and scored fifth overall and second in
the index of efficiency with a closed works RS.

By now well known in Germany, von Tripsʼ reputation had
spread further afield and once it was clear that the Mercedes
Benz team, which had withdrawn from top level competition after
the 1955 Le Mans tragedy, would no longer require his services,
Ferrari approached him. The upshot was a drive in the Swedish
GP in a Ferrari 290 MM sports car.

In a confusing race with frequent changes of driver, von Trips
was eventually classified second with Peter Collins. Ever
positive, von Trips regarded the experience of wielding the
heavy V12 as a useful physical work-out and his effort had not
gone unnoticed: in September 1956 at the Italian GP, von Trips
made a small footnote in history by being the first German
appointed to the Ferrari GP team, even as a reserve driver. As it

Wolfgang von Trips (left)
celebrating at Avus in Berlin
with with Hans Herrmann
and Victor Rolff

Driving the Porsche
prototype Formula 2 718 at
Monaco in 1959 – von Trips
was involved in a second-lap
pile-up, having unofficially
broken the lap record in
practice with the same car
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was, he crashed in practice when a suspension arm broke.
If Porsches were not as fast as Ferraris, they were usually

more reliable and Wolfgang von Trips returned to winning ways
at the Berlin GP at Avus, being awarded the ʻGoldene Volantʼ by
the German motoring press for the fastest lap in a GP.

Meanwhile, his apprenticeship at Ferrari was continuing,
reaching its highest point yet at the 1957 Mille Miglia. After
Collinsʼs works Ferrari retired, von Trips once again driving the
thousand miles without a navigator found himself second,
closing on leader Taruffiʼs Ferrari, the veteran Italian having lost
all but fifth gear. Von Trips realised that, as he had started three
minutes before Taruffi, even if he passed the Italian, he would
probably not be able to overcome this deficit, so sportingly he
refrained from
overtaking.

Now firmly
established in the
Ferrari F1 team, von
Trips held third place in
the Monaco GP until his
engine seized on the
96th lap; he failed to
start the ADAC 1000km
having crashed his
Ferrari 250GT heavily
in practice. After some weeks in hospital, he returned to
competition in August, winning the Swiss mountain GP at
Lenzerheide in a 1700 RS Porsche.

By 1958, the pattern was well established: von Trips was
racing Grands Prix and major sports car races for Ferrari, and
Porsche RSKs in the European hillclimb championships and
airfield events. Once again, his record with Porsche was more
successful than in Ferraris: clearly Porscheʼs number one driver,
he won the European hillclimb championship; for Ferrari his
second in Argentina and third in the Targa Florio and the
Nürburgring in sports cars were his best results. His F1 record of

a third, fourth and fifth showed his apprenticeship at this level
was continuing. Nevertheless he was awarded the trophy for
Germanyʼs most successful international racing driver.

1959 was a significant year for Porsche: the FIA had
announced that from 1961, Grand Prix cars would be reduced to
1500cc, the capacity limit in F2, and a weight limit of 500kg. This
opened an opportunity for Zuffenhausen to develop a Formula 1
car from its RSK. For Porscheʼs GP debut at Monaco, Huschke
von Hanstein naturally called on the services of Germanyʼs
champion driver.

In the event, von Trips crashed Porscheʼs F2 prototype in a
second lap pile-up typical of the tight Monaco circuit. It was
especially disappointing as he had just unofficially broken the F2

lap record at the
Nürburgring with the same
car and he had to face
some press criticism. If his
subsequent F2 outings with
Porsche were limited due to
commitments with Ferrari,
von Trips maintained his
record with the faithful RSK.

He won at Avus, setting
fastest lap at 207.5Km/h, at
Gaisberg in Austria and with

Jo Bonnier finished second in class at the Nürburgring (where
he had to stop on the circuit to change a wheel himself) and
second overall in the Tourist Trophy at Goodwood.

The Syracuse GP which opened the 1960 season did not
have championship status, but most of the big names
participated and for the German Count driving the F2 Ferrari
Dino it was a momentous occasion as he scored his first ever
Grand Prix victory, sending a telegram home: ʻAt last a win! Iʼm
so pleased!ʼ

1960 also demonstrated that the hegemony of front-engined
Grand Prix cars was clearly over. Jack Brabhamʼs Coopers

Wolfgang von Trips surveys
his rather bruised and
battered 356. His early road
cars came in for some hard
use, and visits to ditches or
walls were not uncommon…

“ I WANTED TO WIN,
BUT NOT AT THIS

PRICE… ”
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again won both the constructorsʼ and driversʼ championships
and this time Chapmanʼs rear-engined Lotus 18 displaced
Ferrari in second place.

Von Tripsʼs year was mixed, garnering only 10 points in the
driversʼ championship and finishing equal sixth with Olivier
Gendebien. Nevertheless, he had an exciting win with the rear-
engined F2 Ferrari 156, just three seconds ahead of Herrmannʼs
Porsche 718 at Solitude in front of a massive crowd. As he was
now fully committed to Ferrari for European sports car races,
von Trips drove a Porsche only once, finishing second at the
Südschleife in a non-championship event. It would be his last
competitive appearance in a Porsche.

For the first official 1.5-litre F1 season, Ferrari fielded four-
and even five-car teams of its new V6 Dinos: Maranelloʼs
domination in 1961 would be comprehensive, but for Wolfgang
von Trips, the year began inauspiciously, crashing his rear-
engined 3-litre Ferrari sports car during testing at Modena. But
until that fateful day at Monza, Wolfgang von Trips, assisted by
Ferrariʼs speed and reliability, was masterful.

A win in Aprilʼs Targa Florio was something of a gift from
Moss whose Porsche RS 60 lost its transmission five kilometres
from the finish, though von Trips had set the lap record giving
chase; this was followed by second at Sebring and retirement at
Le Mans with fuelling problems.

His F1 campaign began with a fourth at Monaco followed by
his first championship GP win at Zandvoort. After that, he and
team mate Phil Hill traded first and second places until by the
time of the Italian Grand Prix in September, the German led the
American 34 points to 23.

The accident that would cut short his life happened on the

second lap when von Tripsʼs Ferrari, apparently baulked by
newcomer Rodriguez, slowed, touching Clarkʼs Lotus lying just
behind: the Italian car was propelled off the track, turning over
and throwing out the wretched von Trips before colliding with the
flimsy crowd fence and cartwheeling back on to the track and
leaving fifteen more people besides Wolfgang dead in its wake.
The episode is captured in shocking detail on both still and
movie film.

Ahead Hill, unaware of the fate of his team mate, drove on to
win and take the 1961 driversʼ crown, a hollow victory for the
sensitive Hill who said ʻI wanted to win, but not at this price.ʼ

The death of von Trips was felt by the German nation which
had lost a hero and keenly by his closest friends. Among these
was Huschke von Hanstein, who had formed a more than
paternal regard for his former Porsche protégé, and Jo Bonnier
whose German racing career von Trips had helped to get
started. Wolfgang was best man at Bonnierʼs wedding.

Wolfgang von Trips rightly saw himself as an ambassador for
motorsport in Germany. Besides promoting airfield races, he
was involved in a project making DKW-engined single-seaters
for aspiring racers; alas the cars proved both expensive and
unreliable and this laudable idea fell through; after he left
Porscheʼs employ, von Hanstein would resuscitate this idea
successfully with Formula Vee a decade later.

Von Trips also saw karting as an entrance to the sport and
he created a kart circuit at Kerpen, near Burg Hemmersbach.
Later it was purchased by the father of a certain Michael
Schumacher, the man who was destined to become Germanyʼs
first F1 world champion, the crown which so tragically eluded
Wolfgang von Trips. CP

Nürburgring 1955 and von
Trips heads to the startline in
his altogether more pristine
356. Although an older
model than the battered
example above, it shared the
same licence plate…
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As smooth and alluring as the very finest Swiss
chocolate, Gaétan Esteveʼs superbly restored 1956
356A is as sweet and enticing as they come…

Words: Keith Seume Photos: Alain Sauquet

CLASS A
COUPÉ
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By the end of 1954, it was becoming obvious that
the original Porsche 356 – the so-called ʻPre-Aʼ
model – was starting to get a little long in the
tooth. With many of its constituent parts still
carrying a lot
of Volkswagen

DNA, the 356 cried out for
a major revision if it was to
take its fight across the
Atlantic or to the racetracks
and mountain passes of
Europe. As lovely as it was,
the Pre-A was simply
starting to show its age.

Porsche chose the
1955 Frankfurt Auto Show held in September that year to
showcase its latest model, which was referred to as the
356A. A big deal was made of the new Porsche, and
understandably so. It was more luxurious than its
predecessor (which, letʼs face it, wasnʼt the most oppulently

trimmed car of all time) and was said to give a more
comfortable ride. It also promised to offer better handling and
improved performance.

It didnʼt take long before the first road tests appeared in
print, among them that of
the 18 November 1955
issue of the British weekly
magazine, The Autocar,
whose report reminded its
readers of the modelʼs
origins, unkindly referring
to the older 356 as a
ʻsporting development of
the Volkswagenʼ. Its many
virtues, suggested The

Autocar, were offset by one or two vices, although there was
no detail as to what the Porscheʼs shortcomings were
deemed to be.

But the report soon turned favourable in its flavour: ʻWe
find the 1956 Porsche almost in a class by itself for the

The 356A shared much of its
predecessorʼs styling, but a
quick giveaway was the way
the sill panels no longer
curved under the car, unlike
those of the Pre-A models

The 1600 (1588cc) engines
were far better than the
earlier 1500 units, with more
power and torque available
throughout the rev range.
Maximum speed was
deemed to be cruising speed

“A BIG DEAL WAS
MADE OF THE NEW

PORSCHE…”
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combination it offers of high-speed cruising and maximum
speeds without mechanical fuss, coupled with real economy
in fuel consumption and, for a sporting vehicle, excellent
comfort for two.ʼ

Rival weekly publication, The Motor, enthused about the
new Porsche following a visit to Stuttgart in January 1956,
the purpose of which was to see the factory and sample all
the models on offer – including the 550 Spyder and Carrera
models. ʻExternally,ʼ said The Motor, ʻthe Porsche changes
comparitively little from year to year, care being taken to
avoid spoiling a good basic shape. Internally, it has altered a
good deal for 1956, pehaps the most valuable change being
an enlargement of the cylinder bore to step up the
displacement from 1488cc to 1582cc.

ʻAlso,ʼ continued the detailed report, ʻthe torsion bar
supension has been softened quite considerably and
provision made for longer wheel travel, softer springing
increasing the effectiveness of the front-end anti-roll torsion
bar which was introduced last year, and being matched by
improved shock absorbers.ʼ

Itʼs interesting to note the magazineʼs comments
regarding the engine, and more specifically, the way in which
it delivered its power: ʻ…with the larger and more flexible
1956 engine the speed can drop as low as 1800rpm before
snatch becomes evident, and the red sector on the rev
counter from 4500rpm to 5000rpm seems to be intended
merely as a suggestion that sustained cruising at these
speeds is not advisable,ʼ a statement which was rather at
odds with rival The Autocarʼs suggestion that the Porscheʼs
maximum speed was effectively its cruising speed…

However, it was the transmission which The Motor blamed
for the ʻsnatchʼ referred to in its report: ʻ…the use of a short
and “solid” transmission line was probably making the use of
low rpm a jerky process,ʼ before going on to suggest that
other cars were smoother because of sprung-centre clutches,
long propshafts and cart-spring suspension.

Both titles were, however, generally enthusiastic about the
new Porsche, an enthusiasm shared by Gaétan Esteve,
owner of the fine example you see before you. An inhabitant
of the Swiss village of Ardon, which is about 85km by road

Out on the open road,
Gaétan appreciates every
one of those 60 horses
tucked away in the rear.
Badge on front quarter tells
us the bodyshell was the
handiwork of Reutter

Full-circle horn ring is a
sought-after, if rather fragile,
accessory. Red sector on
tachometer reads between
4500 and 5000rpm, the
recommended ʻmaximumʼ
driving range
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south west of Lausanne, he runs a successful business
called Carosserie 88, a body and paint shop which was
founded around 25 years ago. Specialising in all areas of
restoration, from classics to hot-rods and Americana, itʼs
become well known in the classic car world in Switzerland.

Gaétan and his brother Joe began collecting Porsches
and VWs many years ago – Joe concentrates on the
mechanics, Gaétan on the body and paint – and an early 356
was top of their list of ʻmust-haveʼ cars.

This particular example arrived in Belgium having been
imported from Miami.
Gaétan drove across
Europe to collect the car
as soon as he heard it was
for sale, before embarking
on an exhaustive
restoration.

The first thing to come
out was the engine, which
was sent to a local
specialist for a compete
rebuild with new cylinders and pistons, among other things.
In the meantime, the bodyshell was stripped to bare metal by
hand, then all the many areas of rust cut out and the
metalwork repaired as necessary. Wherever possible, the
original panelwork was retained, dents being carefully beaten
out rather than whole panels replaced with new.

Carosserie 88 makes a big deal of the fact that it carries
out all such work to a very high standard, with many
insurance companies sending high-end supercars to the
business for repair – it was clear the little Porsche would be
in good hands. Only once Gaétan was happy, did he roll the

ʼshell into the spray booth and lay on the Sahara Beige paint,
which shows off the lines to perfection.

While he looked after the visuals, Gaétenʼs brother Joe
got to grips with the mechanicals, rebuilding the stock
suspension and brakes, before then tackling the wiring and
reassembly of the bare bodyshell. The two spent many hours
on the internet searching out new parts, many of which are
becoming increasingly hard to find, but it was time well spent.

The interior was retrimmed in red leather, the carpet
renewed in the correct square-weave material, instruments

refurbished and all the
switchgear rebuilt or
renewed as necessary.
Nice finishing touches
include the sought-after
ʻfull-circleʼ horn ring on the
ivory two-spoke steering
wheel, the radio blanking
plate and a period ʻSt
Christopherʼ badge to
ensure many more years of

safe motoring. And the tyre choice? 185/70R15 Vredestein
Sprint Classics. It took Gaétan and Joe two full years to carry
out the 356Aʼs restoration and the quality of the workmanship
shines through.

Thereʼs no denying the Porsche 356A is one of the
prettiest cars ever built and the model served Porsche well,
eventually making way for the 356B, which was launched at
the Frankfurt show in 1959. As the 356 developed, it
gradually put on weight and for many itʼs the 356A which is
the best all-rounder, combining winning looks with perfect
road manners. A real class A coupé, in fact. CP

“AN EARLY 356 WAS
TOP OF THEIR LIST
OF MUST-HAVES…”

Red leather trim and beige
square-weave carpet give
the interior a classic, almost
timeless, look. Note the map
pockets sewn into the
footwell carpets
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A
return to
Mapledurham
House for this
year’s
Porsche

Picnic, once again following
the tried-and-tested formula
of a laid-back Porsche and
VW show in conjunction
with our sister magazine,
Classic Porsche. Informality
is the key-word, with no
model-by-model parking

and no concours, although
the editors will be choosing
their favourite 'Top Six' cars
of the show.
So bring your picnics (or

indulge in a cream tea) and
head to Mapledurham on 25
September. The venue
opens at 10am, with the
awards taking place at 3pm.
Entry is £5 per person, with
under-11s free. Pre-entry
not required.

911 & PORSCHE WORLD

For all enquiries contact Wildside
on 01189 475200 or wildside@adren-a-line.com

� Entry just £5 per

person (under-11s free)

� Open from 10am

� Top Six awards

presentation at 3pm

� Tea room

� Discount admission to

Mapledurham House

and watermill

PICNIC
MAPLEDURHAM HOUSE, NEAR READING

SUNDAY 25 SEPTEMBER

MAPLEDURHAM HOUSE
Set in acres of beautiful grounds, just off the A4074* Oxford road, Mapledurham House is a Tourism South East award
winner often seen in TV's Midsomer Murders. Indeed, Mapledurham’s watermill was used as a location in Michael Caine's
1976 film The Eagle Has Landed, and features on the cover of Black Sabbath's 1970 debut album. The watermill is the
only operational mill on the Thames, the flour it produces being used to make the scones for Mapledurham's own tea room,
which will be open on the day of the Picnic. Freshly made to order sandwiches and homemade soup will also be available.
Also open to the public on the day are the main house and watermill (from 2pm), visitors to the Picnic being offered a £3.50
discount on the usual £9.50 admission. For further details on Mapledurham House, go to: www.mapledurham.co.uk
*Turn at the brown Mapledurham House sign opposite The Pack Saddle pub, Mapledurham. Please note that the entry
road is very narrow.
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Rolly Resosʼs well-worn ʼ66 911 might
look like itʼs following a trend, but the
84-year-old hot-rodder isnʼt following
the scene, heʼs been blazing a trail

Words & photos: Andy Tipping

THE ORIGINAL
OUTLAW
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Rollyʼs 911 sports several
references to the legendary
911R, including the ʻup and
overʼ lightweight engine lid,
exhaust system, rear lights
and louvred quarter
windows. Form most
definitely follows function in
Rollyʼs world…
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ʻIdidnʼt try to design it in any way, I just didnʼt paint it,”
smiles Rolly Resos, hauling himself out of the
leather-wrapped classic Recaros of his ʼ66 911.
ʻYou see a lot of cars with different coloured panels
these days, though, itʼs become very popular.ʼ Heʼs
not wrong. Unmistakably part of So Calʼs world

famous classic Porsche scene, Rollyʼs 911 is a concours
judgeʼs nightmare.

Three body colours, sun-beaten paint, a smattering of race
decals, and panels and parts
from a handful of cars and
periods, itʼs unashamedly
built to be driven. And its
owner has every bit as
interesting a story to tell.

Based out of Southern
California and with the calm,
collected nature that could
only be the result of a
quarter century of sun-
kissed retirement in the company of classic Porsches, the
84-year-old hot-rodder hasnʼt only become one of the sceneʼs
best-known regulars, heʼs a defining part of it. And the
contents of his lock-up garage make no secret of that.

ʻIʼve always collected and swapped odd and rare Porsche
parts,ʼ he says. ʻBack in the early 2000s I picked up a louvred
decklid with a few other pieces, from a friend in Arizona.
I took that to one of the first swap meets in LA, at the
Phoenix club, and sold it to Magnus Walker. Heʼs made it
a very desirable style.ʼ

That distinctive rat-rod style becomes a lot less surprising

once you get a feel for his background. Rollyʼs taste for
driver-focused modified cars dates back to his teenage
years, and a hot-rodded Model A Ford which got him in as an
early member of So Calʼs iconic Outriders hot-rod club. It was
a seed of inspiration for a lifetime of cars built to soak up
long stretches of West Coast Tarmac, not to be wrapped in
car covers and only brought out for shows.

Itʼs an impressive back-catalogue: ʻI had several Ford hot-
rods going into the 1950s and early ʼ60s. I also had a

modified ʼ56 Corvette which
I used to street race, which
was built by Jerry Iser, Dan
Gurneyʼs chief mechanic.
That was a hard car to beat.
I had that and an 88-inch
Land Rover when I bought
my first Porsche in 1964.ʼ

That first step into
Porsche ownership had
been unplanned. A self-

employed art dealer until he retired in the late 1980s, it was
all down to a chance encounter.

ʻI spotted a 911SC coupe outside a bar one night, black,
with chrome rims and a ski rack,ʼ he recalls, outlining the
silhouette with one hand. ʻI liked it so much I bought an
identical one the following week, through a grey market
dealer in the Netherlands. I bought it on the way it looked,
Iʼd never driven one.ʼ

It was the start of a lifetime of enviable car ownership,
mostly fuelled by a booming business but also backed by an
eye for finding good deals. Thatʼs got him behind the wheel

The interior is alive with
history – you can feel it,
smell it, sense it everywhere
you look, from the cracked
leather of the Prototipo
steering wheel to the well-
worn aircraft-style lap belts.
Rolly was a founder member
of the R Gruppe, the original
outlaw Porsche club

“ROLLY’S 911 IS A
CONCOURS JUDGE’S

NIGHTMARE…”
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of countless classic Porsches, simultaneously including three
of the 250 ʼ62 roadsters ever made, plenty of early 356s,
three Carrera Speedsters, a 912 which his wife drove, and
the ʼ66 rat-rodʼs stablemate. Bought in 1979, the 911SC
tucked in next to the hot-rod has 400,000 miles on the clock.
Itʼs never been restored, and itʼs used almost every day.

ʻI used to buy a car, restore it, show it for a while then sell
it and start on another
one,ʼ he laughs. ʻBut some
of them are keepers –
sometimes you canʼt part
with them.ʼ

Itʼs an enthusiasm
which others have picked
up on. Rolly had been
driving a string of Stuttgart
machinery when he
bumped into fellow Porsche
fan Cris Huergas at The Italiano Concours in Monterey. From
a conversation at a show, and a shared interest in the ʻSports
Purposeʼ style of Porsche tuning which had made 911R
performance accessible to privateers, the duo realised there
was a gap for a different sort of club on the West Coast. Heʼd
become a founder of the now-global R-Gruppe.

ʻThatʼs where this came from,ʼ he explains, gesturing
at the gold GT badge on the 911ʼs black decklid. ʻThis was
chosen as the car which best represented the R-Gruppe.
It was the first one to get the title.ʼ

One of Rollyʼs keepers, at least for now, the ʼ66 was
another chance discovery. ʻI found it at a European car dealer,ʼ
he explains. ʻI was waiting for one of the owners to get off the

phone when I saw an old
red 911 in the rear of the
lot, behind three rows of
cars. It caught my attention
because I recognised
the soft curve of the factory
roll bar, so I went to have
a look.

ʻI was right about the
roll bar, but when I looked
closer I noticed it also had

early Recaro seats, a dead pedal, “deep 6” Fuchs wheels
with long studs and a 100-litre fuel tank under the bonnet, as
youʼd find on a racecar. Itʼs rare to find that many Sports
Purpose mods on an early 911.ʼ

Suspecting that the car had spent some time at Porscheʼs
motorsport facility in Weissach at the start of its life, he wasnʼt

It doesnʼt take much to look
at this photo and imagine the
roar from the near-straight-
through pipes. This
lightweight 911 is most
definitely bad to the bone

100-litre fuel tank hinted at a
competition past. Magnesium
American Racing wheels are
highly prized due to rarity
and low weight. Engine is a
911S lump running on its
original Webers

“IT’S RARE TO FIND
THAT MANY SPORTS
PURPOSE MODS…”
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keen to let the opportunity slip. Amazingly, the dealer said he
could take it cheap, if he could drive it – but that heʼd need to
wait until they could get it out from the back of the lot. In the
end, it even got trailered to his workshop, but not without a list
of jobs before heʼd be able to enjoy it.

ʻIt didnʼt run,ʼ says Rolly. ʻBut that was only the half of it.
The battery was dead, it was missing bits of the carb, it had
no fuel in it. I knew I could get it running so I still took it, I had
a feeling it would be a blast to drive with plenty of power and
no problems. It was due to be stripped, but I said I wanted
everything – they didnʼt know what they had.ʼ

Restoring the rare Recaros meant seeking outside help,
but, with a stash of parts and contacts to find the rest, it
wasnʼt difficult to bring the 911 back to life. Mechanically itʼs
mostly standard 911S, though the engine snaps and bangs
into life through a barely-muffled 911R exhaust system, while
a front-mounted Behr oil cooler from an RSR keeps
temperatures down when California has other ideas.

Visually, though, itʼs a bit of a mongrel. The 911R wings,
bumpers, decklid and bonnet sourced from spares and left
unpainted to embrace their history. Rolly even managed to

find the lightweight door handles, corner lights and a radio
blank to complete the look, before relocating the fuel filler to
the centre of the bonnet under a 904 cap.

Itʼs the details he loves the most: ʻThe shifter is extended
three inches, and the round ball-shaped knob is made of
wood, just like the 917 Le Mans cars. Those were balsa
wood, to save weight, but they were round like that. I also
alternate the wheels, so I run these American mags, or
staggered six- and seven-inch 911R Fuchs wheels.”

But the aim is to keep it usable, rather than chasing
trophies: ʻI usually take it out at least once a week to Cars
and Coffee or other Porsche events. Itʼs not fast, but itʼs a fun
driver, and itʼs definitely a keeper. As it was built by someone
close to Porscheʼs factory racing department, if I restored it,
I would lose what makes it unique.ʼ

Thatʼs pretty hard to argue with. Almost as old as Rollyʼs
own fascination with Porsches, but still able to cut a noisy
path through Californiaʼs best mountain roads, the ʼ66 is living
proof of the 911ʼs engineering brilliance. It turns out the
original outlaw might just be driving this the way it was always
meant to be driven. CP

Rollyʼs a regular at the
Orange County Cars and
Coffee meetings, and enjoys
the attention his hot-rod 911
receives. One of the nicest
guys you could wish to meet,
he is always happy to chat
about his Porsche passion

Through-the-hood fuel filler,
louvred quarter windows and
lightweight plastic door
handles – all shout ʻSports
Purposeʼ. Roll-bar is an early
factory-style fitment
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Whatever model Porsche you own, modern or classic, we have

the expertise, knowledge and experience to make sure you

spend more time enjoying what your car was built for. Driving.

Independent servicing and repair specialists for classic and modern Porsche.

Call 020 8903 1118 or 01727 866 075 or visit www.jazweb.co.uk
WE’VE MOVED – Unit 18, North Orbital Commercial Park, Napsbury Lane, St. Albans, Hertfordshire AL1 1XB

Your Porsche.

• Four wheel alignment and corner weights gauges 

• Bodywork repairs 

• Engine rebuilds and race engines built to spec 

• Alloy wheel overhauls and colour matching 

• Menu servicing with free MOT offer 

• State of art diagnostic machine for all models 

• Interior refurbishment, connolising and trim work 

• Mapping and tuning for all late models 

• Stainless steel exhaust systems and upgrades 

• Air conditioning repairs and regassing 

• MOT tests 

• Vehicle inspections and valuations 
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356C COUPÉ & CABRIO

F
astidious or fussy? The former owner of this lovely
pair of Slate Grey 356Cs, Edward Grens, sure had a
thing about detail. Having bought both cars new, not
only did he religiously maintain them, in the case of

the Cabriolet he kept a record of absolutely everything that
happened to it.
From servicing to tyre changes – including the name of

the mechanic (not just the garage) – even individual fuel
stops, number of gallons tapped and the mileage in
between fill-ups, he jotted it all down in a notebook, with
each particular activity partitioned off. Every journey’s
destination and date of travel is logged. I said ‘fastidious’;
some might say he had OCD – obsessive compulsive
disorder – but, being a pilot, Mr Grens just had to keep a log,
just like he did after every flight, and that is all the better
for posterity as far as the Cabriolet is concerned.
Edward Grens bought the pair of 356s brand new in

1964 from Neufeld Motors of San Carlos, California, and he
owned them up to his death in 2011. Neufeld Motors was a
San Francisco Bay Area dealership located in an
architecturally futuristic (read 'space-age') garage at 281 El
Camino Real, erected in 1960 by Neufeld & Freeborn, who
imported Porsches and Volkswagens for a decade or two.
The notebook shows that the Cabriolet was first driven on
28th July 1964, and its last journey in the hands of Mr
Grens was on 8th June 2005, when the odometer read
99,975 miles. It’s as if he couldn’t bring himself to take it
over the 100,000 mark.
The cars have travelled a bit further since then: across

the ocean, in fact. They’re now residing in Belgium,
imported in 2012 by collector Burt Houtmann (he’s asked
us not to give his real name). Driving both 356s in the
course of our photoshoot suggested that the coupé was
used considerably more than the Cabriolet. But first, a

Available via Apple Newsstand, iTunes, Google Play for
Android market or www.pocketmags.com
Latest Issue & Back Issues just £2.99 each
Subscribe for one year
Download to your iPad, iPhone, Android device, Mac, PC or Kindle Fire

A digital subscription to
Classic Porsche is the perfect
way to treat yourself!

FREE
SAMPLE ISSUE!

NINE ISSUES

UK £25.99
US $34.99
EUROPE €34.99
AUSTRALIA $54.99

US$12.75 Can$16.50 Aus$12.95

£4.95

www.classicporschemag.com
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SOME LIKE IT HOT
250BHP ʻSPORTS PURPOSEʼ 911:
THE DEVIL IS IN THE DETAIL…
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SERVICING      RESTORATION      SALES

Experienced and trusted with classic air-cooled  
356, 911, 912 and 914

Oxfordshire’s specialists in 914 engines & transmissions

01295  812002
Your Lifestyle,Our Profession

www.greatworthclassics.com
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Porsche Restorations

RS911
Body work and restoration, servicing,

pre MOT’s. Re-creations.

tt::01686440323 mm::07921210593
ee::mark@rs911.com ww::www.rs911.com

aaggeennttss ffoorr PPMMOO ccaarrbbuurreettoorrss

FOR SALE 1962 Porsche
1600S 356B T6 Coupe LHD

See full details on www.geclassiccars.co.uk
Tel: Michael 07831 473089

or Peter 07787 538219

Heron Grey with beautiful original upholstery.
Prepared to high standard with considerable
refurbishment work but kept in an original
format making this four owner car very
attractive, matching numbers, thoroughly tested
and ready to enjoy. £67,000
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As related in my column on page 22 of this issue,
my fascination with early Porsches stemmed
from an obsessive admiration for that most
exotic of all Porsche designs: the pre-war Auto-
Union Grand Prix car. Part was down also to the
fact that I was a graphic design student steeped

in the Bauhaus ethic of ʻform following functionʼ (yes, I know
that it was originally stated by American architect Louis
Sullivan) and to me Porsche more than any other maker best
expressed that goal.

Ownership of a P-Wagen could only be fantasised when
semi-comatose with the imagination drifting so, circa the mid
1960s when I was old enough to drive and started to earn
money, my attention turned to something more attainable.
ʻAttainableʼ also eliminated the 1939 Berlin–Rome streamlined
Volkswagen, my second favourite Porsche design, as only one
of the three cars built survived. (It never dawned on me that
forty-years into the future one of the missing cars would be
recreated and that I would get to drive it – for which I will
always be grateful to Thomas König and Oliver ʻOlliʼ Schmidt of
the Prototyp Museum, Hamburg.)

Next up in my Porsche priority list was a Gmünd-built
Porsche, of which 50 had been made, so the odds were getting
a little better, but they didnʼt turn up all that often in Exchange &
Mart. In fact, they didnʼt turn up at all and in 1967 I finally
succumbed to the charms of a late ʻAʼ coupé, replaced a year
later by a Speedster, but I was still on the hunt for an early car.

Then, in 1971, I got a lead on a Gmünd coupé that had
surfaced in Sweden. The owner wanted £750 – and I turned it
down! To put this apparent act of utter stupidity into context, the
car was described as ʻhaving no salvageable ferrous contentʼ in
the chassis. In other words, the car was an aluminium shell on
an almost non-existent steel floorpan, and had been lifted on a
trestle from a collapsed barn.

So, a resumé: couldnʼt have an Auto-Union ʼcos the

Russians had pinched ʼem all, couldnʼt have a T64 ʼcos Otto
Mathé had the only one, couldnʼt have a Gmünd car ʼcos
they were falling apart. It would have to be a ʻsplit-screenʼ
coupé, then.

But that was not as easy as you might think, as there were
only two or three ʻsplitsʼ running around England at that time,
which helps to explain why I eventually ended up buying UXY
70, of which a more rusty and battered Porsche it would have
been hard to find.

Pressing a few chums into accompanying me on my
mission, the remains of a once elegant motorcar were decanted
from its lock-up, along with the customary boxes of detached
bits and pieces, and lashed to a trailer. My mates at least had
the decency to save their admonishments until we were out of
earshot of the vendor.

My sanity was put in question by one, who on discovering
that I had paid £250 for the wreck, stated flatly and
emphatically that I was ʻeffing madʼ and by the other who just
as emphatically stated ʻit will never runʼ. I hate to admit it, but
the first one was right (although, in the very long run actually
wrong) – and the other may still prove to be partly accurate in
his prediction, as I have yet to rebuild the engine! Smarting
from their verbal harassment, definitely on the defensive, and
with the gauntlet before me, I boldly predicted that it would be
ʻon the road in three monthsʼ. Whatʼs even more ludicrous is
that I genuinely believed it!

With my new project safely ensconced in my garage and a
three-month deadline ahead of me, I jumped straight into the
fray. Among the spares that came with the car was a brand-
new set of number plates, which suggested that the previous
owner had started out with the same unrealistic optimism as
me, before sanity had prevailed and he bailed out. If only I had
been so decisive.

I reckoned on a week to get the paint off. Wrong! The car
had been painted so many times that Nitromors barely marked

Built as a tip of the hat to the
streamlined Gmünd coupés
that raced at Le Mans,
Delwyn Mallettʼs Pre-A 356 is
a well-known part of the UK
Porsche scene. Itʼs certainly
been through the wars,
having been saved from
rusty oblivion, rebuilt, stolen,
recovered and, more
recently, accident damaged.
Itʼs not had an easy life!

THESTREAMLINER
Almost 40 years ago, Classic Porsche

contributor Delwyn Mallet bought
a rusty split-screen Porsche 356

with the intention of getting it
back on the road within three
months. He only missed the
deadline by a matter of two

decades. Let his tale of rust and
woe be a warning to you all…

Words & photos: Delwyn Mallett
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Top row, left to right: 1977
and Delʼs Porsche arrives
home on a trailer towed
behind his dadʼs VW Golf;
1978 and Dad gets stuck in
burning off the layers of old
paint (and body lead –
oops…); 1978 and a
couple of mates are
persuaded to get stuck in
to the restoration. They
soon became ex-mates…

Bottom row, left to right:
1978, or thereabouts, and
the body continues to be
reduced to its constituent
parts; 1980 and a new
workshop – Del plays
brrmm-brrmms and dreams
of one day driving his now
roofless Porsche…

the surface. It was obvious that something far more penetrating
was required – enter the welding torch! My retired dad was
pressed into service to wield my recently acquired gas welding
set and burn off the paint.

This worked, but filled the garage with pungent and, no doubt,
toxic fumes, as well as melting all of the lead that Porsche
craftsmen had so carefully loaded onto the body to finish seams
and create contours. Mistake!

I had acquired said set of oxy-acetylene bottles as a prelude
to teaching myself to weld – which I estimated would take a
couple of evenings at the most. Wrong again! Rapidly concluding
that I probably had as much
chance of learning to weld
as learning Swahili, a couple
of freelancers were swiftly
engaged to moonlight in my
garage after hours.

That arrangement didnʼt
last long, as the enormity of
the task ahead eventually
dawned on them. They just
stopped answering their phones; in fact, they probably moved out
of the area altogether. The three-month deadline had long since
lapsed and I settled in for the long slog.

I eventually realised that the car had to go to a professional
restorer, but a reminder: we are talking about the situation almost
40 years ago, long before Porsche restoration became the highly
specialised industry that it is today.

A young and talented chap, about to start his own business,
came and surveyed my ʻprojectʼ and announced, in the time-
honoured fashion of all restorers: ʻWhat man has made man can
make again,ʼ adding that it would take about a year to complete.
Four times as long as my estimate, but still not bad, I thought.
If only Iʼd known… So, my smoke-blackened, partially-welded,
war-wounded baby once again found itself lashed to a trailer,

en route to a temporary new home.
Restorers are just like hairdressers who always enquire,

ʻWho last cut your hair?ʼ in a way that implies that irreparable
damage has been done, but they just might, if youʼre lucky, be
able to save the day. A large percentage of the work already
done on UXY was now removed, so that it could be ʻdone
properlyʼ. I thought that I had become depressingly intimate with
the failings of my 25-year-old Porsche, but restorers also share
similarities with another profession: dentists. Like dentists, they
insert probes, poke around a bit, loosen a little decay and, as
panic and pain floods through the patient, dig ever deeper.

Gradually, UXY 70ʼs hidden
cavities were exposed. In so
doing, most of the car was
vanishing before my eyes. My
old gal had rust where no one
had seen rust before. The floor
was rusty, the doors were rusty,
the gutters were rusty, the
screen pillars were rusty – even
the rust was rusty! Off came the

majority of outer body panels and eventually the roof, too, parted
company with its underpinnings! Fortuitously a friend was cutting
up a V-screen 356 in his garage (well, everyone has to have a
hobby) fitted with a rare Golde ʻV-edʼ metal sunroof, so I just had
to do a roof graft.

The nose panel was beyond saving, being little more than a
swathe of delaminating filler supported by a thin backing of
porous, tin-worm-ravaged metal. Fortunately, I was in possession
of a genuine factory Pre-A ʻattached bumperʼ panel, complete
with sidelight holes mysteriously in the ʻwrongʼ position – ie,
directly under the headlamps, rather than slightly inboard, but this
suited my emerging plan for the car. By now, I had decided that
restoring UXY 70 to factory spec was beyond my patience and
pocket, and my hot-rodding instincts came to the fore. No, UXY

“ HAD RUST WHERE
NO ONE HAD SEEN
RUST BEFORE… ”
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would be a Berlin-Rome-Le Mans-Gmünd-coupé-inspired
streamliner! Please remember, back then, unlike today,
ʻsplittiesʼ were the least valued of 356s.

The photocopier at my place of work went into overtime,
blowing up pictures of the ʻspatsʼ fitted to the ʼ51 to ʼ53 Le Mans
cars. Likewise, every picture of the rear side-window panels
that I could find was given the ʻbig blow-upʼ treatment, so that
louvres could be counted and compared. Youʼd be amazed at
how many variants there were!

My restorer liked this bit, making all the bolt-on aluminium
panels, but then the steam, once again, seeped out of the
project and it got moved to the backburner. In fact, the gas went
out all together, and no
amount of persuasion,
begging or inducement
could get the flame re-
ignited. After EIGHT years,
it was time to move on.

Iʼll speed through the
agonies of my third
restorer. Blah, blah, paint
wrong colour! Blah, blah,
windscreen wonʼt fit; it
broke – twice! Blah, blah, make opening larger – repaint. Blah,
blah. Loads and loads of money and pain, blah, blah. More
years elapsed.

Finally, the rolling shell came home. It looked gorgeous, but
I was temporarily beaten. I could not raise the enthusiasm to
start the ʻfitting-upʼ, and several more years elapsed with no
progress being made. Then, a deadline emerged. I was helping
to organise an ʻAircool Dayʼ at Brooklands, and this event
became the target – UXY 70 would be there!

A replica loom, sourced in the USA, was threaded through
the car and ace VW electrical man Richard Morena dropped by
for a weekend of ʻconnectingʼ. The weedy front brakes were

replaced by a more substantial set from a 356A (after all that
money Iʼd invested, I at least wanted to be sure that the car
would stop!), but the original VW non-synchromesh gearbox
stayed in place, complete with matching rear brakes.

There was no time to rebuild the 1300cc two-piece
crankcase engine, even with 28 yearsʼ warning! Fortunately, a
1600cc engine was lurking in the back of my garage, and this
was quickly chucked into the car. Not quite as easy as it
sounds, as it required a little bit of juggling with clutch and
flywheel components, as well as swapping bits of linkage, to
enable the early carʼs throttle cable to connect to the later
engineʼs rod-operated linkage.

With only days to go, Editor
Seume, bless his heart, started
burning the midnight-oil with me
and, finally, on the Saturday
morning before the Sunday
event, we could see no reason
why it should not run. At the end
of a rope, after a short tow, with
Keith in the pilotʼs seat, UXY 70
was running under its own
power – if not exactly power

from its original engine. Wow! What a feeling. Was it worth all
the effort and expense? At the time I thought not but that was
before the prices of the early cars took off like a V2 rocket.

This year UXY 70 experienced a significant ʻtapʼ front and
rear. Insurance has covered the cost of the damage repair but,
40-years after starting its restoration, I think itʼs time to address
a few of the ʻsubterraneanʼ problems that a close examination
has revealed. I also have a couple more ʻtweeksʼ in mind for its
next incarnation.

My target? Visiting its spiritual – if not actual – home for the
ʻ100 years of the Bauhausʼ celebrations in Dessau, in 2019.
Plenty of time, then. CP

Top row, left to right: 1980,
the rebuild gets serious as
more outer panels are
removed; 1985 and yet
another workshop, but this
time some real progress is
being made, or so it seems;
1986 and the car is now
complete with ʻLe Mansʼ
spats and ready for paint

Bottom row, left to right:
1995 and a proud Delwyn
Mallett, home from working
in Prague, gets to see his
ʻstreamlinerʼ in paint at last;
1999 and the car is finally on
the road, making its first
public appearance with an
exhausted Seume and
Mallett at Brooklands

“ AFTER EIGHT
YEARS IT WAS TIME

TO MOVE ON… ”
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WORKSHOP FACILITIES -
servicing, repairs, diagnostics, inspection
engine & gearbox rebuilds, MOT work

FULL BODYSHOP & REPAIR
FACILITIES - paintwork, bodystyling &
conversions, restoration, welding,
accident damage repairs, bespoke
modification i.e backdates/updates

NEW AND USED PARTS -
any part for any Porsche, from engines
and gearboxes, body panels to
small trim parts

LIGHTWEIGHT COMPOSITE
PANELS - manufactured in house
panels and styling conversions. All
models from early SWB 911's to 997 RSR
Supplied in fibreglass, Kevlar or carbon
doors, roofs, bonnets. The list is endless

SINGER INSPIRED CONVERSIONS
AVAILABLE NOW

3.2 TO 2.8RS

www.clubautosport.co.uk
Porsche Specialists since 1971

Next day delivery or collection

Tel: 01384 410879
email: richard@porscha.co.uk or mick@porscha.co.uk

Park Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63 2RA

991 C2S ‘12. High spec. Guards Red £59995

997 GT3 RS ‘07. V/l/miles. Porsche Warranty.
Looks new. 05/16 £164995
997 C2S Cabrio ‘07. Atlas Grey/sand beige £33995
997 C2S Coupe ‘04. Arctic Silver, great spec £24995

996 GT3 RS ‘04. L/mile. Original £149995
996 C4S Cabrio ‘04. L/miles. White £31995
996 Turbo Tip S. Silver £39995

981 Cayman ‘14. V/l/miles. Racing Yellow £36995
981 Boxster ‘13. L/mile. Black £32995
Boxster 2.7 ‘07. L/miles. Manual. Grey £16995

Porsche Finder Service for anything not in stock.

928 S4 Auto ‘91. V/l/miles. Collector quality £39995
968 Club Sport M030 ‘94. Lhd. Aventura. A/C £38495
993 C4 Coupe ‘97. Black met. Low mile A/C £65995
911 Carrera 3.2 ‘89. V/l/mile. Diamond Blue £67995
911 Carrera 3.2 ‘88. L/mile. GP White. £54995
911 3.2 SuperSport Targa ‘86. RHD Garnet Red £49995
911 3.2 SuperSport Cabrio ‘87. RHD GP White.
Original v/l/miles £79995
911 SWB ‘68. Original RHD. Great car! £79995
930 Turbo ‘89. L/mile. 5 speed. V special Incoming
930 Turbo ‘85. Very special. Continental Orange £99995
914 Yellow. Restored £19995
944 Turbo SE ‘89. Ultra rare v/l/mile. 2 owner £24995

Ferrari 308GTB ‘77. Beautiful condition. Red £69995

williamscrawford.co.uk 01752 840307
PORSCHE Modern & Classic Sales & Service

SPECIALISTS IN CAR SHIPPING
AND TRANSPORTATION
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Dirk Sadlowskiʼs PS Automobile is the go-to place in northern Germany for
exotic Porsche racing cars, high-end classic 911s, and the sublime retro-
rendered ST-badged 964
Words: Johnny Tipler Photos: Antony Fraser

TIMETRAVELLER
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Dirk Sadlowski has a thing about aircraft hangars.
He owns two modern edifices at Paderborn
Airport in Nordrhein-Westfalen, full of classic
aeroplanes, some of which he flies (and heʼs
currently buying a Feisler-Storch, a WW2
spotter plane that allegedly can fly backwards).

So itʼs no surprise that his car showroom 20km away on the
outskirts of historic Lippstadt is equally voluminous.

But if the roof was lower it would qualify as an Aladdinʼs
cave, such is the lip-smacking preponderance of Porsche
exotica. Mainly racing cars – for instance a 908, a 934 and a
935 – though Dirkʼs speciality is producing finely wrought
backdates based on 3.2 Carreras and 964s that manifest as
911 ST pastiches.

He loves to chat, too,
fluently in moderately
accented English, and once
heʼs picked up the thread of
one of his star cars thereʼs
no holding back. Itʼs all part
of the charisma of the PS
Automobile showcase.

PS Automobile was
founded in 1990 by Toni
Planken and Dirk Sadlowski
– hence the PS – both of
them racetrack firebrands, with a daredevil approach to the
sport, and Porsches in particular. I first met Toni Planken on
La Carrera Panamericana in 2008 when he was driving a 2.0
911 (placing 11th overall), and then at Hockenheim at the Jim
Clark Revival in 2008 when he was racing his 2.7 RS.

A committed pro-am racer, Dirkʼs campaigned a raft of
Porsches over the years, including 906, 917 and 935, and
mostly a 3.0 RSR and 911 ST clone in events such as Spa
1000kms and Norisring Speed Weekend, though a terrible
fiery accident at Spa Classic prompted his retirement from

regular participation a few years back.
By then, the two founders had already gone their separate

ways, Toni providing an at-circuit maintenance service for
competitors in race paddocks, while Dirk continues to build
the PS Automobile business, majoring on the 911 ST retro
and trading top-line classic 911s and important racing
Porsches. We have visited the Lippstadt emporium several
times, and I canʼt resist mentioning a leading attraction,
which is the eat-all-you-want Chinese restaurant nearby!

More to the point, we featured the ex-Jo Siffert 911S (in
our sister magazine 911 & Porsche World), painted grey to
match the Steve McQueen version in Le Mans, while my
colleague shot a pair of 2.7RSs on one occasion and a 3.0

Carrera RSR on another.
Weʼve also experienced
Dirkʼs 964-based 911 ST,
first glimpsed on the PS
Automobile stand at its
launch at Essen Techno
Classica in 2012.

Steeped in Porsche lore,
and not un-averse to
superlatives, Dirk remarks of
a 1974 3.0 Carrera RS weʼre
scrutinising, ʻitʼs a miracle
that it survives in that

condition, although the rust protection was a lot better than
on the ʼ73 cars, but still, they were used. A German guy
driving a Porsche could do 30- or 40,000 kilometres a year,
so most of the cars have 250–300,000 kilometres, and after
40 years they are tired, so to find a ʼ74 Carrera that is very
well preserved, original, with low kilometres is really rare.

ʻActually, thatʼs rare with all Porsches because people
loved to drive them. My customers like to drive their cars,
and no matter how much money they spend they say, “Hey, I
buy this Porsche because I want to drive it,” and thatʼs a big

“ IT’S ALL PART OF
THE CHARISMA OF

THE PS AUTOMOBILE
SHOWCASE… ”

Busy workshop (left) is filled
with a mouth-watering
selection of classic Porsches
for road and track. 964-based
backdates are an important
part of the business, but
thereʼs always room for the
ʻreal thingʼ…
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difference from a lot of collectors, because even if they
collect they still want to drive them.ʼ

And thatʼs true of clients who aspire to PS Automobileʼs
exquisite 964 backdate, the ST. ʻTodayʼs zeitgeist is
backdated 911s,ʼ says Dirk. ʻThey love the classic style and
the modern running gear: 1991 becomes 1971. The formula
is simple: we looked at the whole range of Porscheʼs classic
models and identified what we believe to be the best
engineering from all the different eras, and the result is our
modern interpretation of that all-time classic, the 911 ST.ʼ

Weʼve become familiar with the methodology: the 964
bodyshell is stripped of its seats and upholstery, and
cleansed by dry-ice blasting before repainting, while the
engine and gearbox are rebuilt. Only the wiring loom remains
in place. Glassfibre panels, including RS front wings and
lighter pre-impact bumpers are fitted, and insulation material
is omitted. Some of the STʼs weight advantage comes from

leaving out the aluminium beam thatʼs normally behind
the 964 bumpers.

The car is painted at a local bodyshop, and new
upholstery includes RS carpeting throughout. Though the ST
features lightweight door cards and RS-style leather door-
pulls, the 964ʼs electric windows are retained because Dirk
says the motors arenʼt that much heavier than the wind-up
window mechanism. Lighter Recaro seats play a part, too.

Thereʼs an overall weight saving of 200kg, achieving a
similar power-to-weight ratio to the 210bhp 2.7 Carrera RS
Touring, which tips the scales at 1025kg, while the PS
Automobile 3.6-litre ST weighs 1225kg and produces
295bhp.

In the transformation process, all the original screws, nuts
and bolts are cleaned and re-anodised, new oil and fuel
lines, brake pipes and cables are installed, and the flat-six
engine receives as many new parts as necessary, including

Although much of PS
Automobileʼs time is taken up
with creating ST reps, youʼll
always find classic Porsche
race cars in the workshop

Early F Vee car (far left)
adds some variety to the
showroom. 964-based 911
ST pastiche (left) shares
space with Dirkʼs other
passion: vintage aircraft
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new pistons and cylinders, plus new clutch and oil pump. The
964ʼs Bosch fuel injection is retained unless the customer
specifies period-look PMO carburettors.

A longer front lid marries up with the shiny classic bumper,
sidelights and horn grilles, incorporating a pair of oval fog
lamps, while the aluminium engine lid meets the back
bumper and its rubber-faced overriders, reflectors and light
clusters. The only clue as to the carʼs identity is the gilt ST
lettering on the engine lid.

Another period touch is the foreshortened rear valence,
which reveals the 964ʼs main silencer that would normally be
concealed. Along the sides of the car below the doors the sill
covers are also curtailed, and on the right-hand side the oil
lines are exposed, just like on the original 911 ST.

The refurbished 964 brake assemblies and suspension
components are retained, including the late-modelʼs
wishbones and new Bilstein coil-over dampers, incorporating
smaller assistor springs, and spacers are fitted on the hubs
to arch the wheel rims over the calipers.

The wheels are Swiss-made Fuchs replicas, specially
designed by PS, and incorporate a wider hub section in order
to accommodate the 964ʼs bigger front brakes. Theyʼre shod
with 205/50R x 16 Bridgestones on the front and 225/ 55R x
16s at the back.

The car weʼre viewing is finished in Slate Grey, and
thereʼs an anodised aluminium theme to the ancillaries,
including the Fuchs wheels and the side window frames,
culminating in the gear-lever knob. Though the donor carʼs

side windows are retained, the front and rear screens are
smaller than the 964ʼs so the chrome trim can be
incorporated.

The interior is a subtle mélange of 964 and period items:
the dashboard and dials are from the 964, while the seats
are classic Recaro buckets which can be specified in leather
or with seat centre panels upholstered in black and white
houndʼs tooth pattern. The modern 964 heater and air-con
system is retained, and thereʼs a Becker Europa radio that
looks as if it came from a 1970s car, but is in reality a state-
of-the-art digital unit containing DAB internals.

ʻWe wanted to create a car that looked beautiful in a
classic way, yet performed like a modern 911 with no
penalties for everyday use.ʼ The period charm is maintained
by the dished three-spoke Nardi steering wheel. With more
than 1000 hours of work spread over six months, it amply
justifies its €136,850 price tag. Thereʼs an irony, though:

while the ST that it replicates was a hardcore racing car back
in its early ʼ70s heyday, PS Automobileʼs recreation is a
refined, beautifully finished Grand Tourer.

Itʼs a key part of Dirkʼs grand plan. ʻWe combine passion
and professionalism. In the classic car industry, passion is a
crucial motivating factor in the customersʼ buying impulse.
The products we offer are not merely a classic commodity;
our customers are lovers and collectors of the cars, and we
appeal to their emotions. With our ambiance, concept and
performance, we are creating a very special atmosphere,
through which the tradition and the myth surrounding our
products is appropriately communicated to our customers.ʼ

Linger in the lofty Lippstadt showroom, or wander round
the polished aluminium aeroplanes in the Paderborn hangars
and itʼs very easy to get lost in Dirkʼs passion for the history
and iconography, encapsulating speed, power, style and
mechanical endeavour. Makes you want to be part of it. CP

Once you get Dirk Sadlowski
started on his favourite
subject (hint: Porsches), itʼs
hard to get him to stop. His
passion for the marque is
extremely infectious!

Race Speedster, 935 or 934,
thereʼs always something to
grab your attention. Definitely
worth a visit next time youʼre
in town… PS Automobile
always puts on a great
display at Techno Classica
in Essen, too

Thanks to Stena Line for
the North Sea crossing,
Harwich to Hook-of-Holland
www.stenaline.co.uk

Contact:
Dirk & Verena Sadlowski
PS Automobile GmbH
Hansastrasse 25
59557 Lippstadt
Germany
www.psautomobile.de
info@psautomobile.de
Tel: 0049 2941 94805 22

“ IT’S EASY TO GET
LOST IN DIRK’S
PASSION… ”
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1970 911E Coupe, well maintained
and properly taken care of, unrestored
and astonishingly original, low original
miles of 69K. Rust free with no accident
damage, paint is beautiful and retains
an excellent shine, the interior is
completely untouched, great to drive,
pulls from low down to red line with
lovely gear change, comes with its
original 5 speed manual transmission.
Cosmetically and mechanically superb!
£57,300 / $83,200 obo. Tel: 754 223
6850. Email: slacktrd@gmail.com
(Florida, USA). C38/003

1974 Carrera Targa, a real Carrera
with duck tail, 83K miles, original
colour, not original paint, previous
owner reworked the interior, everything
works but clock, 6” and 7” Fuchs,
engine rebuilt 5 years ago, matching
numbers, runs fabulous, always
covered in temperature controlled
environment. Tel: 704 604 8732. Email:
downdogknight@mac.com (NC, USA).
C38/020
911 Targa 1981 for sale, lots of work
done, too much to put down, for more
info call, I can email photos, £21,500.
Tel: 07986 420055. Email:
jrc.911@ntlworld.com. C38/021

95CLASSIC PORSCHE 

356

911

RHD Pitman Arm
PR Services presents a new part
in stock, a RHD Pitman Arm with
tapered splines to fit RHD cars
only. This product is made from
one solid piece of 4340 steel 
(billet) and machined using 
specialised 4 and 5 axis 
high-speed CNC mills.
The part weighs in 
at 805 grams 
and has been 
case hardened,
then blackened 
as a final part 
of the production 
process.

£500-00
+ VAT

1961 356B T5 Coupe RHD, original
rhd UK supplied by AFN, matching
numbers car in Slate Grey, red
interior. Porsche Certificate of
Authenticity, famous literary family
ownership from new, restored and
rebuilt by top restoration experts.
Engine and trans rebuilt by Andy
Prill of Prill Porsche Classic, with
Shasta pistons and Neutek cam,
plus full flow oil filter. Enhanced
driving experience with disc brakes
front, 12v conversion, alternator
conversion and high output starter,
full documentation of restoration
and comprehensive history file, for
sale at £69,500. Tel: 07850 847820
mob. Email: john@
ballingtonconsulting.com. C38/002

1965 356C, has been cared for the
past 38 years, 2 owner car, car is a
9.5 out of 10, will send pics and car
info to interested party, no tyre
kickers please, £89,000. Tel: 1-561-
633-5901. Email: garyr356@aol.com
(Florida, USA). C38/005

1973 911T Coupe 2.4L LHD,
original (not restored), lovely Sepia
Brown example with matching
numbers, Certificate of Authenticity
and 74,000 genuine miles. Rare
1973? model with 2.4L CIS engine
and extensive maintenance history;
this is a very solid car, well
preserved by its former 4 owners
and imported from the USA last
year. 911/91 type engine, s/s heat
exchangers, 2 in 1 out exhaust and
Carrera lower valve covers, good
compression on all cylinders;
transmission 915/02 type with 5
speed gearbox. Recent sympathetic
interior refurbishment with new
dashboard and headliner, retaining
as much originality as possible,
exterior shows some paint
flaws/dents and micro-blisters on
bonnet, so it could be further
improved. Priced to sell at £52,500.
Tel: 01903 775353. Email:
jdesilva@castor-holdings.com
(West-Sussex). C38/019

1984 911 Carrera Convertible,
totally stunning condition 911, new
hood and full new leather and tartan
interior retrim, she is in mint rust
free condition, kidney bowl door
shuts and sills are perfect, 116K
miles and 4 previous owners, comes
with a massive service history
folder all specialist Porsche, has to
be seen to be appreciated. UK and
worldwide delivery no problem,
£34,950. Tel: Ciaran Woods, +44 0
7908 588962. C38/004

IN THE TRADE?
TO ADVERTISE IN CLASSIC

PORSCHE CLASSIFIEDS
EMAIL: ads@chpltd.com



Early 911 parts, 911 SWB dash top:
original padding and vinyl, good
condition, two small splits, some non-
original screw holes, would recover
perfectly, complete with plastic air
vents £250; clock, original
VDO/Kienzle, dated 4/69, good original
condition and working order, with bulb
holder, bulb and mounting clamps,
£100. Tel: 07766 160594. Email:
mawarman@supanet.com (Derbyshire).
C38/012

1974 Carrera parts, two Fuchs wheels
7x15 OEM, £700; two Fuchs wheels
7x15 reps, £150; short bonnet, white,
£100; SSI exhaust system, small patch
in heat shield required, £100; washer
bottle, £30; RSR L/weight engine
mount cross member, £75; starter
motor, used, £25; torsion bar end caps,
new, £30; steering wheel, original,
£300. Tel: 07900 780250. Email:
rob.packham@ live.com (Oxon).
C38/014

Private collection clearance of
parts, original and used Porsche parts
for cars 1965 to 1989, whole stock for
sale, please feel free to ask for any
further information or questions. LHD
cars, most require restoration,
available: ‘71 2.2 T Coupe, ‘74 2.7
Coupe, ‘88 944 Turbo S Silver Rose, ‘98
996 Coupe with exclusive optionals.
Tel: 0049 15151 829774 (Munich,
Germany). C38/013
Porsche 911 996 1999 front wings
black, wing front Porsche 986/996 (ref.
99650303101GRV/ 99650303204GRV),
wing front left and right, RRP £700,
fits: Porsche 986 Boxster 1997-04,
Porsche 996 1996-01, fuel cap has
been removed, £100. Tel: 07845
596925. Email: greig1983@
yahoo.co.uk (Glasgow). C38/022

Silencer 3.2 Carrera, rear silencer for
3.2 Carrera, vgc, £80. Tel: 01248
410752. Email: brynawelonbb@
hotmail.co.uk (N.Wales). C38/023
Porsche 911 engine lid, 911 engine
lid off my own 1984 911, very good
condition, comes with engine air vent
installed, has chips around lips of lid so
respray needed, also has two holes
either side top of lid as had brake light
spoiler fitted and now removed hence
holes, £500, please email me for
photos. Email: sagitint@yahoo.co.uk
(Horley/Gatwick). C38/024

‘XXX 911 X’, on certificate, ready for
immediate transfer, Porsche number
plate ‘XXX 911 X’, £6000. Tel: 07713
469911. Email: msdriscoll@gmx.de.
C38/025
Porsche 959 official factory
technical report, 1986, excellent
condition, extremely rare, 24 pages
with superb illustrations, German text,
factory publication code WVK 104 710.
An essential addition for the serious
collector/owner, p+p free, will be
carefully packaged and sent Royal Mail
recorded signature, £150 secures. Tel:
07470 447017. Email:
michaelocallaghan12345@hotmail.com
C38/001
‘KBO 911’ cherished number on
retention, this number plate currently
on retention, perfect for a Porsche 911,
was on a Turbo 997, any questions
please ask, £2200 ono. Tel: 07432
188698. Email:
njabloomfield@gmail.com. C38/010
Cherished number ‘968 S’ for sale
The ultimate ‘968’ cherished number is
available for immediate transfer on a
DVLA issued retention certificate valid
until April 2025, ‘968 S’, £15,000. Tel:
01332 865818 or 07565 614337.
Email: jrobinson@irolli.com. C38/026
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Parts

912

PORSCHE
912
Sales
Service
Spares

revival-cars.com
07768 791802

WEST LONDON

Clearout by former Porsche 356A
racer, see Keith Seume Oct 2002
‘The Money Pit’ article in 911 &
Porsche World, clears barn of
Porsche auto jumble and memor-
abilia. Email wayne.hardman@
btconnect.com for extensive list of
items available. C38/015

911 SC Porsche rear reflector
panel, 1977-83, used condition,
£95. Tel: 01903 694550. Email:
gary911sussex@btinternet.com
(West Sussex). C38/031

Porsche 911 ‘911 TBO’, the best
number for your 911 at realistic
money!! On retention and ready to
transfer, make me an offer - it has to
go!! £3000. Tel: 07881 952338.
Email: axleculas@gmail.com.
C38/007

Porsche tribute T-shirts, I started
selling these Porsche tribute shirts
to contribute towards the
restoration of a 1971 Porsche 911
Targa that has been spiralling out of
control! Many different liveries and
designs, free international shipping,
all shirts are $25 USD, please take a
look at the website
www.roughchildmotorworks.com
hope you like them. Tel: 31 0254
6027. Email: bobbyroughchild@
gmail.com (USA). C38/030

911 x 911 The Official
Anniversary Book Celebrating 50
years of the Porsche 911, new,
excellent condition, Porsche
Museum edition, celebrating 50
years of the 911, book still factory
sealed, 950 pages in hardback, over
3kg in weight, box opened to take
photo of book, becoming rare! £130.
Tel: 07940 130854. Email:
ashwade220@aol.co.uk (Essex).
C38/029

CUSTOM MADE CAR COVERS
12 different colours.

All Porsche models possible.

PORSCHE RELATED CHERISHED
REGISTRATION NUMBERS

All on retention certificates
for immediate transfer

PCGB MEMBER TEL: 07711 349182
EMAIL: erha300@aol.com

CAB 911X
REG 911E
S911 LER
POR 996T
POR 997T
POR 911K
1974 RS
993 G

993 POR
993 RUF

X993 POR
VNZ 911
964 MC
964 GC

RSR 911K

RSR 911T
RUF 911T
911 SCR
911 TYR
911 FEG
911 MSD
911 SHE
CAR232A
930 FF

XXX 911C
991 PD

911 RWS
B911 RSR
A993 XXX
P993 POR

‘CLA 551K’ cherished plate for
sale, ideal plate for a 911 Sport
Classic, or any other older classic,
can be assigned to any vehicle
manufactured after 1971, currently
on a car, £4950, transfer fee
included in price, no VAT to add. Tel:
07990 593204. Email:
stuartkirkpatrick@yahoo.co.uk.
C38/009

Miscellaneous
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‘968 RPG’ registration number
Registration perfect for any Porsche
which goes like a rocket, the plate is on
retention and ready for immediate
transfer. Buyer will pay the £80 DVLA
fee in addition and the transfer will
commence upon receipt of payment,
the physical plates are in excellent
condition and can be made available,
£1070. Tel:  07785 301759. Email:
steve.charnock1@btinternet.com.
C38/027
Magazines for sale, Classic Porsche
issues 16-21, 911 & Porsche World
issues 34, 68, 97, 99, 105, 117, 118,
121, 123-126, 130-229, 240-259, many
collector’s editions, good condition,
£60; also 101 Projects for Your Porsche
book, £10, collection only due to
weight. Tel: Graham, 01162 311205.
Email: graham8850@tiscali.co.uk
(Leics). C38/017
Registration for sale, ‘JJI 9115’
number on retention, £2000. Tel: 07810
058297. Email: s-blakeley@sky.com.
C38/006
Cherished registration, ‘P911 SAB’.
Tel: +44 1628 633745. Email:
mocflyer@hotmail.co.uk. C38/011

YOU CAN UPLOAD YOUR PRIVATE ADVERT AT: www.classicporschemag.co.uk
OR YOU CAN EMAIL: classifieds@chpltd.com

PRIVATE ADVERTS ARE FREE! YOU MAY INCLUDE A PHOTOGRAPH AND UP TO 400 CHARACTERS OF TEXT.
Copy can be submitted online or by email, fax (+44 (0)1883 740361) or post, to:

Classic Porsche Private Classifieds, CHP, 1 The Alma Building,
Brewerstreet Dairy Business Park, Brewer Street, Bletchingley, Surrey RH1 4QP, UK.

Deadline for inclusion in issue 39 is 8 September (on sale 29 September).

UP TO 1989
ONLY

UP TO 1989
ONLY

Wanted

Porsche repro garage wall signs,
2ft repro garage wall sign for display
on your garage or showroom wall,
£50, I also have the same in 3ft x
28-inch. Tel:  07704 466754. Email:
smithbarrington@gmail.com (Leics).
C38/016

‘2 TGA’, the only single number
registration currently on the market,
would it look better on your Porsche
911 Targa? Ready for early transfer,
yours for £5000. Tel: 07702 026877.
Email: nickhuntridge@lineone.net.
C38/028

Porsche 911/930 wanted!!! We
urgently require your Porsche
911/930 Turbo! Professionally
buying and selling Porsche for over
30 years! For best price and polite
old fashioned service call Paul on
07836 617916. Email:
paul@theporsche911buyer.co.uk.
C38/018

‘JAZ 4911’ private number plate,
private number plate, dateless
number plate currently on a car, can
be moved onto retention or onto
your car, (JAS, JAS 911), £1000. Tel:
44 7944 494840. Email:
pssall@hotmail.com. C38/008
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BACK IN TIME…
DDEELLVVIINNGG  IINNTTOO  TTHHEE  PPOORRSSCCHHEE  AARRCCHHIIVVEESS  FFOORR
MMEEMMOORRAABBLLEE  IIMMAAGGEESS  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  PPAASSTT

The suspension is compressed by the forces
imposed upon it by the steep banking at
Monza, while the lightweight glassfibre bonnet
is deformed by air pressure as the car speeds
round the track. The date is sometime between
27 October and 2 November 1967. The car is a

Porsche 911R, chassis #001, the first ʻproductionʼ R.
In 1967, Porsche decided to go after a number of long-

distance records, choosing the steeply-banked Monza
autodrome as a suitable venue. They planned to use a 906
(Carrera 6) for the attempt, but it broke its suspension on
the bumpy surface of Monza. Peter Falk, Porscheʼs
competition director, suggested driving out to Italy with a
pair of 911Rs, one to carry spares and act as back up, the
other to use in the record attempt. 

The two cars – #001 and #002 – were driven at speed
across Europe to rendezvous at Monza in time for the
record attempt. Driven by Rico Steinemann, Jo Siffert,
Dieter Spoerry and Charles Vögele, #001 broke several
distance records over a period of six days, including five
world records for 15,000km, 10,000 miles, 20,000km, 72
hours and 90 hours. 

The average speed over the 20,000km? A simply
incredible 132.02mph…  CP

NOVEMBER

1967

“THE AVERAGE
SPEED OVER

20,OOOKM?…
132.02MPH…”



WWW.HISTORIKA.COM

instagram.com/historika911 

facebook.com/historika911

twitter.com/historika911

YOUTUBE.COM/HISTORIKA911 

Call 07836 384 999  or  07717 212 911

PHOTOGRAPHY: RéMI dargegen

Y e s t e r d ay ’ s  P o r s c h e s .   P r e s e r v e d  f o r  T o m o r r o w.  E n j o y e d  T o d ay.

FINE CARS  // restor ation  // r ace prepar ation  // R ARE parts

We have just restored a 1974 Carrera 3.0RS, a 1974 Carrera MFI 
(Euro Spec) and will shortly begin a complete bare metal restoration on 
one of the most famous of the 17 RHD Carrera RS M471 Lightweights.

Original 2.7 Carrera RS debut appearance at the 1972 Paris Motor Show.



CLASSIC PORSCHE RESTORATION, SERVICING ANDPARTS
We stock the largest selection of new parts for 356, 911, 912, 914,

including Body and Interior, Mechanical, Electrical and Engine. We also have a large selection of used parts.
In fact we stock everything you need to keep your classic Porsche on the road!!

We stock the largest selection of panels in the UK for all 356/911/912. These are sourced fromwell
known suppliers and other hand fabricated specialists, including Genuine Porsche panels.

We only pick the best which we use in our own workshop.

Roger Bray Restoration, Milestone Business Park, London Road,Whimple, Exeter. Devon. EX5 2QB
Tel: +44 (0)1404 822005 - Email: enquiries@rogerbrayrestoration.com

www.rogerbrayrestoration.com


