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T
he Porsche expansion drive steam rollers on. In a
year that has seen the launch of the new Cayman,
the 911 GT3, 911 Turbo and 918, plus revised
Panamera and Cayenne, Porsche launched its
seventh model range in the shape of the new Macan

at the LA Motor Show. That Porsche was going to enter this
segment of the market was, of course, a no-brainer. These
smaller SUVs/off roaders are the new sports cars. Doesn’t
matter what us ‘enthusiasts’ say or think, it’s a sales driven
fact. Just look at the huge success of the Range Rover Evoque.

And it’s not hard to see why. These are cars that fit in with
people’s lifestyles and lifestyle is what it’s all about. OK, we

have yet to drive the Macan, but I have absolutely no doubt
that it’s going to be a pretty decent way to travel. Indeed,
faced with one of these on the drive, plus a 911, I would
probably more often than not plump for the do anything, go
anywhere charms of the Macan.

The public gets what the public wants, which is exactly how
it should be. The only caveat to this from the 911&PW point of
view is that Porsche continues to participate in the now
minority market for sports cars. Not that I think that we should
be worried. In the next issue we will be driving the new 918
Hybrid supercar. Bring it on, as Walter might say.

SStteevvee  BBeennnneetttt

“That Porsche was going to enter this
segment of the market was a no-brainer”
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When it’s cold, dress appropriately.
Porsche winter wheels and tyres.
It isn’t just snow that affects your car’s performance. Braking on wet roads when it is cold 

increases braking distances by up to 12%*. Even at 7°C the rubber compound in summer tyres 

hardens causing a drop in performance. Porsche Approved N-rated winter tyres have been 

developed and tested to ensure they conform to Porsche’s exacting standards.

For more details contact your local Porsche Centre

*Summer tyres versus winter tyres. Braking with ABS on wet road surface, 50 to 0 mph at +3°C
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NEWS – PEOPLE – PERSPECTIVES

Any worries that Porsche’s
compact SUV might be short
on driver appeal appear to have
been dispelled now that full
details of the all-turbo, three-
model Macan range have been
released, showing that the top
model, the 400bhp Macan
Turbo, has 14 per cent more
power than a 911 Carrera, and
that even the Macan S with
340bhp has more horsepower
than the Cayman S. The Macan
S Diesel uses a more powerful
version of the Cayenne Diesel’s
3.0-litre V6, good for 258bhp
and 428lb ft torque.

Regardless of model, the
Macan – the Indonesian word
for Tiger – comes with a seven-
speed PDK transmission. The
four-wheel drive transmission
has Porsche Traction
Management (PTM) as
standard, and an electronically
regulated clutch that sees the
rear wheels driven in normal
conditions, but torque
progressively fed to the front
wheels on slippery surfaces.
Unveiled at the Los Angeles
Auto Show in November, the
cars are scheduled to go
on sale in the UK in March
2014, with the Macan S and S
Diesel at £43,300 and Turbo
priced at £59,300.

The 3.6-litre, twin-turbo V6
engine, rated at 406lb ft torque
and which will shift the Macan
Turbo to 62mph in 4.8 seconds
(or 4.6 with Sport Chrono) and a
166mph top speed, is a stroked
out 3.0-litre engine. However
the 3.0-litre V6 in the Macan S
is a new Porsche design, and
while it is a short stroke, high
revving design, its 339lb ft of
torque is delivered in a linear
curve so the engine should not
feel flat at low revs.

The S models ride on steel
springs, with the PASM active
suspension optional, and
standard on the Turbo. Air

suspension will be optional,
lowering the Porsche by 15mm
on the normal setting, and
offering higher and lower
positions too. Electro
mechanical steering is fitted.

Should an owner ever wish to
venture into the wilds, the off-
road mode is engaged by a
button on the centre console,
at up to 50mph. This sets the
transmission for higher
traction, including directing
more drive to the front wheels,
and also raises the ride height
by 40mm when air suspension
is fitted. Another button on the
console of all three models
engages Sport mode, upping
engine response and raising the
PDK shift up points.

All models will have
comprehensive equipment
including 18-inch diameter
wheels on the S models and 19-
inch on the Turbo, steering
wheel shift paddles, a high end
audio and an electrically
operated tailgate. Wheels up to
21-inch are available.

While rivals BMW and
Mercedes outsource SUV
production to the US, Porsche
stresses that the Macan is
“Made in Germany”, claiming
quality at the Leipzig factory,
where €500m was spent on the
new model’s production line, is
of the highest level. Weighing
between 1865kg and 1925kg
the Macan is no lightweight
(that’s over a third heavier than
a 911), but Porsche says it is
the ‘first compact SUV that is
also a sports car’. Its body
incorporates design cues from
other Porsches, such as 911
inspired rear wings and the 918
Spyder look headlamps. Two
things are virtually certain
about the Macan: it will
become the best selling
Porsche around the world, and
the Diesel will be the most
popular model.

MACAN OUT-
POWERS 911
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Making the most of a
glittering past is a great
way to enhance a marque’s
image, but Porsche should
be wary of overdoing it,
David Sutherland feels

Go back 30 years and a car
maker’s heritage was just
something it had done
previously. What mattered
was the future, because the
industry hadn’t worked out
how to make history a profit
centre, and did little more
than use it as a PR sideline
when appropriate.

Now, Porsche, along with
Mercedes-Benz, mercilessly
exploits its classic cars and
racing history. Jaguar is
beginning to do the same,
and Audi and BMW will no
doubt follow once they have
enough under their belts to
make a fuss about. Help is
on hand from the big
auction houses, who give
advance warning on which
classics are coming up for
sale; we know that in
January and February RM
Auctions will be selling five
Porsche racing cars from the
1960s to the 1980s, which
together will make £8m,
possibly more.

Porsche’s wonderful
museum in Stuttgart has no
doubt helped boost the
values of its air cooled road
cars, which are all rising in
value and threatening to
become investments rather
than usable cars. Porsche
has a classic centre that will
bring them up to scratch if
you require that.

But there is surely a
danger that the past is
threatening to overwhelm
the future, especially when
Porsche periodically throws
in design cues from, for
example, the 2.7 RS from
the 1970s. The 911 2009
Sport Classic, a 250-unit
limited edition costing
double the price of the
regular car, but which
nonetheless quickly sold
out, is a case in point.

We may reach a point
where the new cars simply
don’t seem as sexy as the
old ones – Mercedes is
already in that position,
some would argue. Put the
2.7 RS next to a current
Carrera, and it’s obvious
which looks more iconic. But
four decades of engineering
progress ensure that the
latter is the better car, and
Porsche needs to ensure
that people understand this.

OUR TAKE
CLASSIC PROBLEM

A flagship model Turbo S
returns to the Panamera
range in early 2014, its
hotter engine capable of
pushing Porsche’s
executive saloon to a
192mph maximum. It will
cost from £131,049, some
£23,000 more than the
existing Panamera Turbo –
however as before, the UK
will not get the 150mm
extended wheelbase

Executive version
intended as a Mercedes S-
Class chaser, as it is not
made in right-hand drive.

The 4.8-litre V8, mated
to PDK transmission, gets
a pair of new
turbochargers with larger
compressors to give an
increased airflow, while
the injection has been
increased by 20bar to
140bar, resulting in a

power increase of 49bhp
to 562bhp and a 37lb ft
rise in torque to 553lb ft –
which increases to 590lb
ft on overboost. To cope
with the extra loads, the
pistons are made from a
new aluminium and have
specially coated piston
rings. Fuel economy is the
same as for the Turbo
model, 27.7mpg on the
combined cycle.

Standard equipment
includes the Sport Chrono
package which optimises
powertrain and chassis
settings and provides the
overboost, PCCB ceramic
brakes, 20-inch Turbo II
wheels, and
comprehensive interior
equipment including
two-tone leather trim
and a Bose surround
sound system.

This hard to miss conversion shows
how the 997-series 911 Turbo S
should be, according to all makes
tuner MCCHIP-DKR based near
Cologne in Germany. Named the
Turbo S Trackday, it has the firm’s
Stage 3 engine conversion,
comprising modified engine
management and a complete
exhaust system including manifold
from compatriot Porsche tuner
Cargraphic. The result is that power
from the 3.8-litre DFI engine
increases 13 per cent to 592bhp
while torque rises 16 per cent to
601lb ft. This package costs €8499
(about £7150).

The power upgrade is
accompanied by coilover dampers

from Bilstein, and the wheel/tyre
combination is taken from the GT2
RS, the ultimate, rear-drive only
version of the 911 Turbo. On this
particular car the sliding sunroof has
been replaced by a carbon panel,
and to further reduce weight the

rear window is made from Makrolon,
a lightweight polycarbonate material
that has the same transparency as
glass. The Recaro SPG racing seats
are trimmed in Alcantara and
leather. Further details are available
at www.mcchip-dkr.com

SUPER QUICK PANAMERA BACK

TURBO FOR THE TRACK

Learning the classics
An Essex Porsche parts specialist has begun a restoration project which will
counter the widespread perception that modern mechanics have trouble
working on a car if they are not able to hook it up to a diagnostic computer. A
1969 Porsche 911T 2.0 has been purchased by Design 911 in order to be
stripped back to a bare shell, and methodically rebuilt over a period of six
months, which is intended to be an education for those involved.

‘We have experienced sales staff that started their training at Porsche back
in the ’80s and then came to Design 911,’ says the firm’s proporietor Karl
Chopra. ‘We also have some younger members who don’t know what the ’70s
and ’80s were all about, so this restoration project is a training programme for
them, to let them see how a classic Porsche was built and how and where
each and every part is fitted. We’re training the new people about the old cars.’

Every part fitted to the 911 in the course of the restoration, named The Old
Fashioned Way, will be among those available for sale at Design 911, and the
total value of parts will probably exceed £10,000, Chopra estimates.

Pictured here in the blue overalls is Design 911’s technical manager Keith
Davis with the car and the mechanics who will work on it. Once the 911 is
rebuilt it will serve as a company demonstrator for a while, and then sold off
when a new restoration project is started.
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One seat. Five wheels.
Porsche Driver’s Selection Masterpieces.
Porsche Masterpieces are limited edition items designed and made with a no 

compromise approach to both development and quality. Whether it is an original 

911 GT3 Cup spoiler that’s remodelled as wall shelving, or a Porsche 911 Sports 

Plus seat that is transformed into one of the most commanding seats in the house.

Re-engineering unique parts from our vehicles for a different purpose. By Porsche.

Discover more at www.porsche.co.uk/shop or visit your local Porsche Centre.
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There are no doubt many who feel
that when the Cayenne was
launched a decade ago it
contradicted Porsche’s philosophy
of building cars light in weight and
nimble in manner. But the full sized
SUV has certainly been exploited
by the German tuning industry, one
of the latest being Dusseldorf
based Anderson, which is offering a

body kit for the Turbo model
consisting of bonnet, front and rear
aprons, wider front and rear wings,
and side sills. The black bits,
including the front under spoiler
and front and rear air intakes, are
made from super light carbon.
Inevitably the wheels go up to
22-inch diameter.

Extra go matches the show, with

a management remap taking the
4.8-litre petrol V8 up some 50bhp
to around 590bhp. The interior is
hardly for those of modest taste,
decked out in crocodile leather. The
conversion is available on existing
cars, and Anderson offers a
collection and delivery service,
with more details at
www.anderson-germany.com

911 & PORSCHE WORLD12

A Ford Escort Cabrio as a
first car might not have
been a promising start for a
future Porsche enthusiast,
but the founder of Design
911 progressed to greater
things

How old are you and where
do you live, and work?
I’m 45, live in Essex and work
in Hainault, Essex.

What was your big break
into the motor industry?
Playing with cars since the
1990s, one thing led to
another and I started my own
Porsche parts business.

Summarise your career
I started Design 911 in the
1990s and I’m now
concentrating on our
performance car all
makes division, Prestige
Performance Centre.

Are you a petrolhead?
Yes. I have had about 50
different cars over the past
20 years – I wish I had space
to keep them all.

What was your first car?
As a student, a black Ford
Escort Cabrio.

What was the first Porsche
you ever drove?
1991 964-series 911 Targa.

Which Porsche past or
present do you like best?
I really like the classic, pre-
1974 911s.

What car do you drive?
Audi A6 diesel – mapped,
of course.

What gets you out of bed in
the morning?
Working at Design 911 every
day is different, we are a
rapidly expanding company,
and I love the challenge.

What has been the biggest
challenge in your
working life?
Finding more time to spend
with my kids, when they
were younger.

CATCHING UP WITH
KARL CHOPRA

BODY IN WHITE

Perhaps intending to
emphasise that, despite
the welter of SUV and
large saloon launches in
recent years, Porsche is
still a sports car
manufacturer, the Porsche
Museum has put on a
display entitled “60 years
of super sports cars”,
featuring some fascinating
rarities never seen before
on public display. These
include the first ever 550
Spyder to be purchased by
a private customer, racing
driver Kurt Ahrens, in
January 1955. This used
the legendary “Fuhrmann
engine” with its boxer
layout and quad cams.

The only 930-series 911
Turbo to feature the
lightweight body from the

1973 Carrera RS is there. It
was specially built for the
star Austrian conductor
Herbert Von Karajan (who
died in 1989, aged 81), and
also made musical history
when it appeared on the
cover of his Famous
Overtures album recorded
with the Berlin
Philharmonic Orchestra.

The exhibition in
Stuttgart, which runs until

16th March, 2014, also has
a Porsche 904 Carrera
GTS, a race car driven to
over 300 victories from
1963 to the mid 1970s.
The 100 or so built are
now highly collectable, in
August a 1964 904 GTS
being sold for $1.6m
(about £1m) at an auction
in California.

A pre-production 959 is
on view, the 959S,

developed from the
original 1983 design
concept. And with Porsche
returning to the LMP1 Le
Mans category in 2014, it
would have been rude not
to include the carmaker’s
last Le Mans winner, the
911 GT1, of which just 21
were built. Admission to
the exhibition is €8 for
adults, with half
price concessions.

MUSEUM PUSHES SPORTS CARS

RM Auctions will include two rare racing Porsches in its sale in Arizona on 16-17th January. They are a 1960 718RS 61 Spyder, offered for
sale for the first time in 20 years and expected to fetch at least $2.8m (about £1.8m), and a 1966 906 Carrera, one of only three street
legal examples and carrying a minimum sale estimate of £1.2m (£750,000).
Porsches are delivered with the highest number of on board toys. So says vehicle information analyst HPI, which calculates that, for
example, when a new Cayenne emerges from the assembly line it has on average £10,000 worth of goodies.
Porsche is hoping to encourage its customers to spend even more on extras, both factory and dealer fitted, having recently launched
the online “Tequipment Finder”. This is claimed to simplify what can seem a complicated and confusing equipment range, which
extends to over 300 items.
Hertfordshire Porsche specialist RPM Technik has launched a new website which gives a full list of servicing costs for Porsche models,
plus what is said to be a more streamlined “Find a Porsche” section. Go to www.rpmtechnik.co.uk
Porsche sales in the UK rose 2.1 per cent to 6736 during January to October 2013, sustaining Britain as Porsche’s second biggest
European market after Germany, according to Automotive Industry Data. Just seven Porsches were sold in Greece from January to
September, and 24 in Ireland.
The latest in a long line of embarrassing leaks from Porsche’s marketing department appears to reveal that the carmaker is turning
back to a traditional roof panel for the forthcoming 911 Targa, after three model generations equipped with a sliding roof.

NEWS IN BRIEF
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Porsche continues to increase
sales, pushing up worldwide
deliveries by 15 per cent to
119,747 in the first nine
months of 2013. Profits are
also up, by one per cent to
€1.89bn – that’s £5.8m every
day throughout that period, or
£13,200 each time a new
Porsche leaves the showroom.

This gives Porsche an 18 per
cent return on sales – almost
certainly the highest profit
margins of any company in
mainstream car manufacturing,
and particularly impressive

given the considerable
investments required for the
newly unveiled Macan SUV
also the 918 Spyder hybrid
sports car. ‘This is revealing
not only the strong earning
power that the company
enjoys, but also its strict
approach to costs’, said Lutz
Meschke, Porsche’s head of
finance.

Porsche has also increased
its workforce in the 2013
financial year, by 11 per cent
to 18,882. That is almost a
third up on two years ago.

Car enthusiast Mike Newman
has driven a Porsche 911 GT2 at
182mph. Thrilling for him, but not
of much interest to anyone else
– until we learn that Newman
lost his sight at the age of eight,
and that his run at
Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground in
Leicestershire goes straight into
the record books.

The car was prepared over a
two-day period by The
Porscheshop, the well known
Porsche specialist in the West
Midlands, and the former bank
manager was trained up in half a
day for the daunting task by
former racing driver Rob Schirle.
During the run, made no easier
by the bumpy surface of the 1.9-
mile track, Newman was
followed by his father in a race
spec 911, who kept
radio contact.

‘Driving very fast cars is my
passion,’ explained Newman,
who unseated a blind, Ferrari 430
driving Turkish pop singer as the
record holder. The record run
raised money for the charity
Speed of Sight, which provides
dual control track cars so that
blind people can enjoy track
driving. Newman now wants
to break the blind water
speed record.

The car pictured here does not
exist in reality, but simply in the
mind of someone from the US
“image communication” website,
Brandpowder. However the idea
of mixing a Porsche with a
Citroën to produce the “911 DS”
has set forums alight, sparking
some earnest discussions on
how the left field engineering of
both cars would complement
each other – or not.

Brandpower speaks of taking
the ‘two most beautiful cars
ever made’ and merging the
front end of the Porsche with
the middle and rear of the DS, a
car made from 1955 to 1975,
and slotting in an early 930
Turbo engine, of three litres and
260bhp. A series of technical
drawings are shown online along
with workshop photos of the
project. But while some visitors
to the site have made
interesting observations on how
the flat-six German engine
would fit in the French saloon –
a task liked by supposed chief

engineer for the “project”,
Stewart Johnson, to ‘squeezing
a pumpkin into a pea pod’ –
others have suggested that
without the magic of Photoshop
there might be a lot less to see.

Perhaps the undoubted
fascination of the idea is rooted
in a similar scheme that did go
into production – the Citroën SM
of 1970, a coupe derived from
the DS and powered by a
Maserati V6 engine (Citroën had
bought the Italian marque two
years earlier). It was praised for
its engineering but it was not a
commercial success.

The Brandpowder exercise
induced another “design” out of
the mists of cyber space which
presents an alternative, if
altogether more modest view of
what a Franco-Germany liaison
could produce. Call it caution, or
reserve, but Atelier Valdeig in
Leipzig was content merely to
graft on the Citroën’s bonnet
and (swivelling, we presume)
headlamps but retain the
Porsche Fuchs wheels, and the
result, even although the
company says it itself, is ‘a
breathtakingly elegant coupe’.
Press “exit” to return to reality.

911 & PORSCHE WORLD14
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BLIND FAITH

FANTASY FACTORY

The Danish driver Nicki Thiim is the
2013 Porsche Mobil 1 Supercup
champion, after winning two races at
the final round of the series at the Yas
Marina Circuit in Abu Dhabi in early
November. The one-make 911 series
serves as a warm up race for eight
Grands Prix, and 2013 was the first
outing for the GT3 Cup racer based on
the current 911 model.

The 24-year-old scored an
unthreatened flag-to-flag victory, his
team mate at Attempto Racing, Kévin
Estre (the 2013 Porsche Carrera Cup
Deutschland champion) coming second
to claim fourth place in the Supercup
rankings. There had been an online
movement to have Abu Dhabi made a
non scoring event in tribute to Sean
Edwards, who had been leading the

series when he was killed in an
accident in Australia in October, which
would have seen him posthumously
crowned champion. However this was
not implemented, hence Edwards was
runner-up, with 118 points to
Thiim’s 140, Michael
Ammermüller of Lechner Racing
third placed at 114 points.

‘All constituencies had to be
considered,’ a Porsche
spokesman said. ‘Sean’s
memory will live on in the
lexicon of Porsche motorsport
history, but with other drivers,
teams and sponsors to be
taken into account, the final
races had to be points scoring.’

In the Carrera Cup GB,
reigning Champion Michael

Meadows secured a back-to-back
championship when he won at Brands
Hatch in mid October. This was the last
year in which the series will run the old
997-based GT3 Cups.

PASSING ROUND THE CUPS

PORSCHE PROFIT MARGINS PEAK
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01923 269 788  www.jzmporsche.com

996 GT3 – We are very pleased to offer this 
beautifully prepared 996 GT3 in Basalt Black Metallic 
with only 26,750 miles. The paperwork shows that 
this car has always had money lavished on it, exactly 
what you should be looking for with a GT3. 

964 C2 – We are delighted to offer this very unique 
964. The list of modifications that have been carried 
out is overwhelming and the attention to detail is 
nothing short of outstanding. This 964 provides RS 
fun at a fraction of the cost of an original. 

Winners 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 & 2012

993 C2 – Polar Silver Metallic with black Nappa leather. Very special, one of the most exciting 993s we have 
had the pleasure of selling. The list of modifications is overwelming and the attention to detail is outstanding.

FEATURED

928 GTS Auto – We are delighted to offer this 
highly collectible, late registered 928 GTS with 
only two owners since new in 1995. Front engined 
Porsches in this condition are rare to say the least, 
especially if you consider its impeccable paperwork.

997 C2S Cabriolet – This Porsche has recently 
received new discs, pads and sensors all round, 
new rear tyres, 40K major service, new water 
pump, new clutch assembly and will also receive  
two new A/C condensers once the deal is agreed. 

JZM’s LUCKY 13 
13% OFF SERVICING  
CALL 01923 269 788  
OR BOOK ONLINE 
OFFER ENDS 31ST DECEMBER
OR BOOK ONLINE

ALL 01923 269 788C
3% OFF SERVICING1

UJZM’s L

NLINE
269 788
RVICING

3Y 1UCKKY 1

OFFER ENDS 31ST DECEMBERMBER
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Porsche’s PCCB ceramic brakes are a relatively inexpensive factory
option in relation to the car’s price, but they are awfully expensive to
replace when damaged or worn out – about £4000 per disc. As a
result, there is a discernible trend among owners of Porsches with
ceramic brakes to install steel discs when the original discs wear out
– or even to take the ceramic discs off when the car is new, keeping
them in a safe place and refit when selling, thus avoiding the cost of
replacement. After all, for all the bragging rights that ceramic brakes
confer, they are really only of any practical benefit during a ten
tenths racing situation.

Italian brake specialist Tarox is now catering for owners who feel
this way, offering a bespoke steel replacement for any ceramic disc.
Each disc is made to order, so a customer quotes the part number on
the ceramic disc and the disc will be faithfully reproduced. If there is
no part number – say it is a one-off racing disc – then Tarox can work
from photos or measurements, or from the original disc that is sent in.

‘Because of the way we hand finish each disc in our factory, it is
relatively easy for us to gear up for micro volumes and truly tailor a
part for discerning enthusiasts,’ says Tarox managing director Valeria
Taroni. ‘We have motorsport quality carbon ceramic discs in our own
range, but recently we have noticed an increasing number of owners
with exceptionally nice cars making the switch back to steel for ease

of use and cost of maintenance.’
The discs are machined from a solid billet of steel rather than the

customary iron, and therefore boast a much higher tensile strength.
Tarox says they are rated at 57kg per square mm – compared to 38kg
for a typical racing brake disc, and 25kg for a normal disc. Given the
individual nature of each disc, no list price is issued, but it is likely to
be around a quarter of what Porsche charges for each replacement
ceramic disc. More details are available at en.tarox.com

Braking point

Showing some steel
PFC Brakes, based in South Carolina in the US is another
specialist company with a cost effective solution for worn out
ceramic brakes, offering a direct replacement set up at a
fraction of the price. And though using traditional iron discs, it
has gathered some favour among enthusiasts, if forum chat is
anything to go by.

The brakes, designed for the 997-series GT3 and Turbo, come
from the company that supplies the bespoke brake set up
(which is not ceramic) for 911s in the Porsche Supercup. You’re
not actually getting these brakes, but the benefit of PFC’s racing
experience, and the affordable price should
make that more than acceptable. The
front and rear discs are £680 and
£540 each including VAT, and
there is a wide range of pad
available from normal road to
race compound, with typical
front/rear pad prices
£368/£321 per set. For more
details of the brakes, and
supplying dealers, visit
www.pfcbrakes.com

BUYING POWER
THIS MONTH’S MUST-HAVES AND PORSCHE ACCESSORIES

18 911 & PORSCHE WORLD

Öhlins enters aftermarket
The Porsche tuning world has a welcome new arrival – Öhlins,
based just north of Stockholm. The company has been supplying
suspension components to the motorsport industry since the mid
1970s, to clients including Porsche racers Manthey, but hitherto
has never offered any Porsche products to the public.

Its Road & Track range is now available for 996- and 997-series
911s, and uses DFV (Dual Flow Valve) technology to replace the
usual compression and rebound adjustments, Öhlins describing
this as acting like a high and low speed blow off valve. The
dampers are also lightweight in design, and they can be re-valved
and rebuilt.

The Trackday & Club kit sees the ride height lowered 20mm,
while the Trackday & Advanced Motorsport kit is a twin tube
construction that is 30mm lower. The model coverage is wide, and
the 996 and 997 GT3 kits at £2622 and £2632 including VAT are
typical prices. The sole UK distributor of the kits, covered with a
two-year warranty, is Essex based Design 911, on 020 8500 8811
or at www.design911.com
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phone: +44 (0)1224 906179 email: contact@guardsred-design.com web: www.GuardsRed-Design.com

The Anatina© is a uniquely styled, exclusive 
table that embodies the essence of the 

from 17th oct - 24th dec quote xmasdeal for 10% off
delivery before the 24th dec can not be guaranteed

iconic 1970's 911 RS
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Coming clean
The days when cleaning alloy wheels meant using a foul smelling, acidic brew
guaranteed to attack any imperfections in the lacquer and expose the bare
alloy to corrosion are behind us. That is thanks to the car care industry having
developed a series of ‘PH neutral’ or acid free products that remove the dirt but
nothing else. Ferrous Dueller, from Dodo Juice, is one such product, designed to
remove the iron contaminants from wheels, in other words the near impossible
to shift brake dust.

Supplied in a 500ml spray bottle and priced at £10.95, you simply apply it to
the wheels and then hose off afterwards. It can also be used on nearby
bodywork which has picked up some of the same contaminants. An added
bonus is that it smells a bit better than old school wheel cleaners.

The same company has also come up with a special brush that can get into
stud holes and other hard to reach parts of the rim. The Nutt Plug, priced at
£7.95 is slim, yet has a large foam sponge for more effective cleaning, and it
comes with a spare foam head. For more details on this, and also Ferrous
Dueller, visit www.dodojuice.com

While on the subject of car cleaning, if you thought it would be impossible to
reinvent the bucket, that is pretty much what Norfolk accessory specialist
Richbrook has done, offering a collapsible bucket that could be very handy if
you are at a car show or similar and are limited to what you can carry in the car.

Made from tough polyester, the frisbee sized item expands into a 10-litre
bucket when water is poured into it, retaining a sold shape even when empty.
When collapsed down again, it can be stored in a zip-up carry case which is
vented, meaning you can put it away while still wet. It is available from car
accessory shops, priced at £9.25.

Good timing
When Porsche launched the 911 in 1963 the sport car maker

soon ran into copyright problems, having to abandon the
original “901” title after Peugeot, which claimed a right to model
designations with a zero in the middle, objected. Fifty years on,
Paul Stephens Design, an offshoot of Essex Porsche specialist

Paul Stephens, had no such worries when fashioning a watch to
commemorate the car’s half century, calling it Edition 901.

With no day or date, its face is a simple design, reflecting the
early 911’s green on black instruments. The 43mm diameter

case contains an ETA 2451 Swiss mechanical movement
actually from the period – proprietor Paul Stephens managed to
source a batch that were unused, and had them recomissioned.

The Edition 901, priced at £1625, is made in the UK and supplied in its own
leather tool roll, and just 50 will be made, each numbered. For more

information call 01440 714884 or visit www.paul-stephens.com

Sitting pretty
Oxfordshire based Autofarm, a Porsche specialist for 40

years, has recently introduced a reproduction of the
factory sports seat that was an option on 911s up until the

end of 1973. The Porsche item is long since discontinued.
The German made seat, with period correct detailing, will

fit any pre impact bumper 911, from 1965 to 1973, and the
trim choice includes leather, leatherette or corduroy.
Prices for the basic seat start at £1014 including VAT

per seat, with the head rest adding £90, and a
tilting sub frame £336. For double locking

runners, a valuable safety improvement over
the original seats, add £120. The standard

colour is black but other colours are available too.
For more information call Autofarm on 01865

331234 or go to www.autofarm.co.uk

The Tyre
DEPOT
Porsche is developing
new tyre compounds
for models that are
discontinued, some
many years ago
Porsche is one of the few manufacturers that
carries out intensive tyre development and
testing, and the carmaker regularly issues
lists of summer and winter tyres it feels
come up to scratch for its vehicles, the now
familiar ‘N’ marked Porsche approved tyres.
However tyre designs and tread patterns, as
well as advancement in rubber compounds,
arrive every year, hence certain tyres are
discontinued and new tyres come on the
market.

Where Porsche differs from nearly every
other vehicle manufacturer is that it
continues to develop tyres, and makes sure
approved fitments are available for nearly
every model ever produced. So, for example,
Porsche still compiles a list of approved tyres
from the 1950s 356 and the exotic, four-
wheel drive 959 of 1986. More than 150
different sets of tyres are tested in a huge
range of disciplines on all relevant historic
and classic models.

The Porsche Carrera GT of 2004 was
originally fitted with Michelin Pilot Sport 2s,
but, as reported in last month’s news pages,
the Pilot Super Sport has now been specially
developed for it, and this is said to
dramatically improve the car’s balance and
handling. It comes in 265/35 ZR 19 for the
front, and 335/30 ZR 20 for the rear.

An N2 rated Pirelli P6000 has newly been
released for the 911 and fairly obscure 912 up
to 1968, coming in fitments of 185/70 R15
89W, 215/60 R15 94W and 195/65 R15 91W,
priced at £150 to £210. This tyre has been
developed with Pirelli Active Safety System
Technology, which improves the footprint of
the tyre on the road under changing road
surfaces and variable operating
temperatures. The Wave Tread pattern design
also gives a unique look to the tyres, and
together with the wide central groove
ensures excellent water repulsion. It’s all
one more sign of Porsche’s unstinting
engineering integrity.

911 & PORSCHE WORLD 20
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• Authorised distributor for Pirelli P Zero Trofeo
– “the ultimate road/track tyre”
• Discount for Porsche Club Members
• Porsche and Ferrari tyre specialists
• All leading brands
• Fitting and mail order
• Wheel refurbishment

ONE OF THE UK’S LEADING SUPPLIERS OF
ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES

Call: 0844 324 6880 • Email: tyres@elitegarages.co.uk • www.elitegarages.co.uk

Call: 01224 497000 • Email: konrad@kenwayautotrade.co.uk • www.kenwaytyres.co.uk

Call: 0845 6801537 • Email: enquiries@bushtyres.co.uk • www.bushtyres.co.uk

Branches in: Horsham • Pulborough • Caterham • Haywards Heath • Bournemouth • Southampton • Salisbury • Portsmouth • Worthing • Brighton • Eastbourne • Strood • Canterbury •Deal

ZR Tyres: Lincoln • Bush Tyres branches in: Horncastle • Spilsby • Skegness • Louth • Boston • Sleaford • Beverley • Great Grimsby • Hull • Long Sutton
Scunthorpe • Kings Lynn • Bourne • Spalding • Goole • Endyke Tyres: Hull

Kenway Tyres branches in: Aberdeen • Dundee

Call: 01501 823366 • Email: wholesale@cooperbrothers.co.uk • www.cooperbros.co.uk
Cooper Bros branches in: Newmains • Carluke • Cumbernauld

Call: 02890 848444 • Email: info@magowantyres.co.uk • www.magowantyres.co.uk
MT Wholesale: Co. Atrim N. Ireland Magowan Tyres Co: Atrim N. Ireland

Porsche Cayenne 29535R21 107Y Pirelli Pzero N1 or N1 £295.95
Porsche Cayenne 27540r20 106Y Pirelli Pzero Rosso N1 £249.95

Porsche 997 Turbo/2S/4S front 23535ZR19 Bridgestone RE050a N1 £190.95
Porsche 997 Turbo/2S/4S rear 30530R19 Bridgestone RE050A N1 £276.95

Porsche Cayman Boxster Front 23535R19 Goodyear F1A NO £165.95
Porsche Cayman Boxster Rear 26535R19 Goodyear F1A NO £235.95

Porsche 991 Front 24535ZR20 91Y Sport Contact 5P NO £230.95
Porsche 991 Rear 29535ZR20 105Y Sport Contact 5P NO £296.95

Porsche 996 Turbo/C4S Front 22540R18 Continental Sport Contact 2 N2 £139.95
Porsche 996 Turbo/C4S Rear 29530R18 Continental Sport Contact 2 N2 £252.95

All Prices are Fitted including Adhesive Balance, New Valve
and Environmental casing disposal

DECEMBEROFFERS
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Sporting chance
Suspension specialist KW has
introduced sports suspension
kits for the current model 981
Boxster and Cayman, intended to
get them ‘out of the slipstream
of the Porsche 911’. The Variant 3

coil over kit allows the ride
height to be lowered by between
25mm and 40mm, and has 16-
click adjustable rebound along
with 12-click compression
adjustment. Improvements in
stability and steering precision
are claimed, and the click

adjustments mean that no tools
are required to change the
rebound and compression – the
rebound is altered by a rotating
knob at the top of the damper
and the compression by one at
the bottom, while ride height
tweaks require only an Allen key.

There are two versions of the
kit: PASM compatible, costing
£2290 including VAT, or £2080 for
cars without the active
suspension system. For more
details, contact the UK importer
on 0870 990 7536 or visit
www.kw-suspensions.co.uk

PRODUCTS

Cold comfort
We are now into the winter tyre season, hence Toyo
Tires has launched the latest in its Snowprox range, the
S943. The Japanese company is claiming that it has
exceptional wet grip without compromising deep snow
traction, which is useful because of course modern
winter tyres are designed for cold and wet weather as
well as ice and snow, and are recommended to be fitted
from about November until March.

Sizes range from 165/70 R14 up to 225/45 R17 which
might seem to rule out most Porsches other than older
models and early Boxsters. However Toyo points out
that many owners fit winter tyres to a smaller than
standard wheel to take advantage of the better traction
and stability a drop in diameter and width brings. More
details and a list of available sizes can be seen at
www.toyo.co.uk – as is normal in the tyre business, no
recommended retail price is given, retailers deciding
that for themselves, but a 225/45 R17 is likely to cost a
little over £100.

Sizing up
Manthey Motors, renowned Porsche tuner and builder of Porsche race cars, has
introduced a new, super light 21-inch diameter wheel for Boxsters, Caymans, 911s
and Panameras. Called the MM1, it was specially designed for the Nürburgring
based company, and comes in nine- and 11-inch widths, with corresponding
offsets of 58mm and 59mm. The original Porsche centre caps fit, and the wheels
are available in black, silver or painted graphite.

The one-piece rims are forged rather than cast aluminium, and at 10.6kg (front)
and 12.6kg (rear) are significantly lighter than the standard, 20-inch Porsche
wheels which, apart from those fitted to models such as the GT3, are all cast.
The weight saving comes because forging gives a stronger construction,
therefore the spokes can be slimmer. Carrying the customary German TüV
approval, they are priced at €1350 and €1500 per rim, approximately £1390 and
£1540 once the UK’s VAT has been added. The UK stockist is Hertfordshire based
Porsche specialist JZM, on 01923 269788 or at www.jzmporsche.com
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PORSCHES WANTED (2003 TO 2010)

911 (997) "2S" 3.8 (2006 -56)
Silver with black leather,
Sat Nav, 32,000 miles..........£31,000

911 (996) TURBO 3.6 X50 (2004 - 04)
Basalt black with black leather,
60,000 miles.......................... £33,000

911 (996) TURBO cab (2004 - 04)
Silver with black leather, Tiptronic
Sat Nav 53,000 miles...........£33,000

SERVICE DEPT
All Porsches
serviced from
924's to 997's.

All work
performed by
factory trained

technicians using
Mobil oil and

Porsche PIWIS
diagnostics

STS HOUSE
BRISTOL WAY

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE

SL1 3QA
T: 01753 553 969

911 (997) TURBO cab (2007 - 57)
Atlas grey with black leather,
Sat Nav, 31,000 miles............£50,000

911 (997) 4S TARGA 3.8 (2010 - 10)
Silver with black leather, Sat Nav,
21,000 miles............................£55,000

911 (997) TURBO 3.6 (2007 - 57)
Silver with ocean blue leather,
Sat Nav, 40,000 miles............£46,000

911 (997) TURBO 3.6 (2006 - 56)
Basalt black with stone grey leather,
Sat Nav, 44,000 miles...........£44,000

911 (997) TURBO 3.6 (2006 - 56)
Basalt black with stone grey leather,
Sat Nav, 44,000 miles...........£44,000

911(997)"2S"3.8PDK(2006-06)
Seal grey with black leather,
Sat Nav, 37,000 miles............£33,000

911 (997) "4S" 3.8 (2006 - 56)
Slate grey with black leather,
Sat Nav 44,000 miles...........£33,000

911 (997) "4S" 3.8 (2005 - 55)
Basalt black with sand leather,
Sat Nav, 52,000 miles........... £30,000

911 (997) "2S" 3.8 tip (2005 - 55)
Silver with ocean blue leather,
32,000 miles.......................... £29,000

911 (997) "2S" 3.8 (2005 - 55)
Silver with black leather,
Sat Nav 34,000 miles...........£29,000

911 (997) "2S" 3.8 (2005 -54)
Silver with black leather,
Sat Nav, 52,000 miles..........£25,000

911 (996) TURBO 3.6 (2004 - 04)
Basalt black with black leather,
Tiptronic, 58,000 miles......... £29,000

911 (996) TURBO 3.6 (2003 -53)
Silver with black leather,
Sat Nav, 59,000 miles..........£30,000

ALL CARS SOLD
WITH 1 YEAR

IN HOUSE RSJ
WARRANTY
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Body Tail Panel

Fits 356B T6 and 356C

Porsche Classic Part

644-503-081-06-GRV

356 Coupe Side Glass

Our European Production

Fits 356B T6 and 356C

NLA-542-105-01

NLA-542-101-02

NLA-543-101-00

Restored Brake Drums 
Fits 356, 356A and 356B

Front and Rear pairs 

356-41-022-X

644-331-061-X

695-341-061-X

695-331-061-X

Ashtray Complete

Our Reproduction 
Fits 356A, 356B and 356C

644-552-061-01

Speedster Emblem Gold

Our Reproduction 
Fits All Speedsters

644559-321-40

European Collectibles, Costa Mesa, CA 

Authentic. Always.

The essence of Porsche is to deliver a driving experience like no other, as it has been with the first Coupes 

from the little sawmill in Gmünd to the refined performance of the last Carrera Cabriolet. The respect for the  

356 series cars has not diminished, nor has our commitment to provide the most complete range of 

exclusive sheet metal, glass, trim and mechanical components. This ensures that our customers can enjoy  

and maintain the performance, authenticity and value of their cars.

Stoddard’s NLA Authentic Parts, keeping your Vintage Porsche on the road since 1957.

Stoddard NLA-LLC stoddard.com

Highland Heights, Ohio 44143 USA  800 342 1414       Reno, Nevada 89502 USA 800 438 8119
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SOME WIDE-RANGING MUSINGS FROM CHRIS HORTON THIS MONTH:
A SURPRISING EXCEPTION TO THE RULE OF THE ROAD IN SCOTLAND;
A TRENCHANT VIEW OF THE LATEST PORSCHE – AND OTHER – HYBRIDS;
AND A PAINFULLY BUT GLORIOUSLY NOISY 2.8 RSR REPLICA

USUALSUSPECTS
CHRISHORTON

THE BRITISH DRIVE ON THE LEFT, RIGHT? WELL, YES – BUT NOT ALL THE TIME...
Call me odd – and you wouldn’t be the first –
but I have a bit of thing about right and left. I
don’t mean I can’t tell one from the other,
simply that I am fascinated by the
fundamental differences between these two
familiar but slightly abstract concepts, and
the mysterious qualities we seem to attribute
to them. What part of our psyche made us
turn the Latin word for ‘left’ into the English
‘sinister’? And why – in the same language,
anyway – does ‘right’ also mean ‘correct’?

I am not the only one with this fascination.
I am working my way through author Chris
McManus’s excellent Right Hand, Left Hand,
a 400-page but surprisingly readable
explanation of topics such as why most
people are right-handed; why the heart is
on the left side of the human body; why
European writing runs from left to right;
why screws generally have a so-called right-
handed thread. You get the picture, I’m sure.

So far I have allowed myself only a glance at
the section on why some of us drive on the
right-hand side of the road, while the rest –
and in population terms more than you might
think – favour the safer left. Safer? Indeed.
According to McManus – and I have read this
elsewhere, too – it seems that regardless of
the rule of the road, or even whether the
drivers concerned are right- or left-handed,
when faced with a head-on collision most of

us will instinctively steer to the left.
I could go on (and on) about this complex

subject, but suffice it to say that I am always
delighted to find everyday examples of what I
call automotive ambidexterity – and naturally
the odder and quirkier the better.

I enjoy the idea that the United States
Postal Service has right-hand-drive delivery
trucks – for the good and simple reason that
this allows their drivers to step out onto the
kerb. That Hong Kong, an integral part of
China these past 16 years, still drives on the
left. I am cheered by the memory that in 1983
I attended a Mazda press launch in Houston,
Texas, in right-hand-drive cars that, despite at
that point never having turned a wheel here in
the UK, even had British registration plates.
Perhaps not surprisingly the locals looked at
us like we had just landed from Mars.

I love the fact that Gibraltar has police cars
and ambulances identical to those you see
here in Britain – but with their steering wheels
on the left. And, perhaps more than anything,
that until Austria’s March 1938 Anschluss with
Germany, certain regions of the former
country drove on the left, and others on the
right. Yeah, good luck with that one, guys.
(During the German occupation of the British
Channel Islands the rule of the road was
changed to driving on the right, and in 1982
the Argentine army – famously briefly –

asserted its delusional authority over the
Falkland Islands by driving on the right.)

So I particularly enjoyed this endearingly
eccentric British streetscape (below, far left).
It’s on the quayside in Tarbert, between North
Harris and South Harris in the Scottish Outer
Hebrides, and clearly shows that, for just a
few yards at least, the rule of the road is
effectively to drive on the right. Note the
‘keep right’ arrow on the bollard – and the BT
logo on telephone kiosk shows that the
photograph hasn’t simply been flipped.

It’s all to do with the way traffic has to
queue for the adjacent ferry service to the Isle
of Skye, rather than any clandestine, pre-
referendum changes by Scottish first minister
Alex Salmond and his chums. My photos
would have looked more dramatic had there
been other vehicles around – and this was
mid-July, at the height of the tourist season –
but, even so, I feel justified in claiming it as a
small but striking example of how the whole
of our country might one day look if the
bureaucrats in Brussels get their way.

The centre of Tarbert village, incidentally,
is where you will find one more example of
endearing British eccentricity (below left).
Even occasional visitors to these shores will
quite possibly know that, in addition to
‘M’-designated motorways, we have ‘A’-roads
and ‘B’-roads. Here, however, the authorities
have used an additional classification for the
essentially single-track route to the nearby
island of Scalpay. Quite logical, really: after
‘A’ comes ‘B’, and then, of course, ‘C’. It does
beg the obvious question, though. Where are
the C1 to C77? And the C79 onward?

For more on that I turned to one of my
favourite websites – www.sabre-roads.org.uk
– where among many other related topics my
fellow-members of the Society of All British
Road Enthusiasts discuss the matter at not
inconsiderable but always interesting length.
Got some time to spare? Then go and have a
look at its many pages and sections for
yourself. I guarantee that if you have any
interest at all in the roads that are so
essential for our enjoyment of our Porsches
you will be back. Again and again.
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USUAL SUSPECTS

Here they are: The usual suspects,
911 & Porsche World’s elite squad of

journalists and Porschephiles. They’ve
always got plenty to say so we’ve

given them a couple of pages each
month to chunter on

The aforementioned trip to the Outer
Hebrides – via Ullapool, one of my
favourite Scottish towns – was part of a
long-planned holiday with Mrs Horton,
sadly cut short by a sudden death in the
family, and as a result of which our 1998
VW Passat covered 1492 miles in five
days. Otherwise it might have been 2000
miles or more, over seven or eight days.
You can probably tell that I enjoy driving
up there, beyond the 57th parallel.

I acquired the car in 2012, as eventual
payment for work I had done on it for the
then owners during 2011. Like many of
its type (officially B5, I believe) it has a
number of electrical issues, after the
ECU that lives under the left-hand front
seat, and which controls the central-
locking, the windows, the door mirrors,
and even the interior lights, became
completely saturated with rainwater.
And with 238,000 miles on the clock the
vehicle is today worth rather less than
the fuel in its tank – or certainly the
year’s road-tax disc on the windscreen.

But what a heroic machine it has
proved to be. It has never failed either to
start or to complete the most arduous
journey, and over those 1492 miles to
Scotland – loaded with camping gear,
and by and large driven pretty hard –
averaged 51.5mpg. The on-board
computer, which perversely still works,
suggested 56mpg, but having noted the
mileage at each fill-up I was able to work
it out scientifically. So I repeat: 51.5mpg.

Read it and weep, all you Cayenne and
Panamera ‘hybrid’ drivers, who I suspect
are often tempted to believe that you
are somehow saving the planet.

Cynical? Me? Damned right I am.
I could happily pick ideological holes in
the motor industry’s self-satisfied (and
largely revenue-driven) obsession with
all things ‘green’ until hell freezes over –
which, if the eco-mentalists are to be
believed, could now be a very long time,
indeed. What irks me far more than
anything, though, are the fuel-
consumption figures quoted for what
any reasonable man might consider
unnecessarily corpulent gas-guzzlers,
and the frankly immoral tax breaks thus
afforded them by a government that
seems an all too willing participant in
this seemingly ever-growing madness.

In the September 2013 issue of this
very magazine, for instance, I read – with
growing incredulity, if not irritation at an
apparent absurdity – that the Panamera
‘S’ E-Hybrid will sprint to 62mph in 5.5
seconds, reach a maximum of 167mph
(yes, but where?), and potentially
achieve 91.1mpg. But presumably – and I
am, of course, being ironic here – not all
at the same time. (Like any other hybrid,
the partly electric Panamera not only
qualifies for zero Vehicle Excise Duty, ie
road tax, as well as exemption from the
London Congestion Charge, but if owned
by a company – and one assumes most
will be – for a full 100 per cent of its

purchase price to be written off the
books during the first year. WTF??!)

It would be difficult to prove my
theory, but I am willing to suggest that
for all its modern technology that
Panamera would over the same real-
world journey struggle significantly to
better the mpg figure I achieved in the
Passat – and certainly if driven at similar,
real-world speeds. Perhaps what exits
the Porsche’s tailpipe is cleaner and
rather sweeter-smelling than the
Passat’s – which routinely sails through
its MoT, I might add – but let’s not
delude ourselves here. The only truly
‘green’ car is not one lugging around

300kg of lithium-ion batteries and
electric traction motor at 150mph, but
one that simply doesn’t exist.

To be scrupulously fair and honest,
I should add that since writing the text
above I have by chance now driven both
the Panamera ‘S’ E-Hybrid and the new
3.0-litre V6 diesel. And very impressive
they are, too, as I hope to be able to
explain in another of these columns in a
month or three. But I still think that the
former is as utterly bonkers as the latter
is both practical and, thanks to a subtle
but highly effective restyle for all these
Generation 2 cars, actually rather
desirable. I know which I would buy.

HYBRIDS? NO MORE ‘GREEN’ THAN A SACK OF PLUTONIUM – OR A 1998 VW PASSAT TDI

Where were you on 6th April? I, together with around 200
other invited Porsche enthusiasts, was at Neil
Bainbridge’s BS Motorsport at Westcott Venture Park,
near Aylesbury in Buckinghamshire. I have many timed
and dated digital photographs to prove it, but even
without those useful aides memoires I should have little
difficulty in recalling the day even decades from now.

The occasion, on a bright Saturday morning at the end
of one of the longest and coldest winters for many years,
was the unveiling of Mike Moore’s superb Martini-liveried
prototype 2.8 RSR replica/re-creation/tribute, which Neil
had started rebuilding for him in 2007. As an occasional
visitor to Westcott during the preceding few months
I had seen the vehicle nearing completion, but even I
wasn’t quite prepared for either the magnificent standard
of the finished car or the theatricality of the event itself.

The former should have come as no surprise. I have
seen much of both Neil’s work and project-management
skills over the last 10 years, and ‘perfectionist’ doesn’t
even begin to describe his meticulous approach. What
was so heart-warming, though, was the passion he had
so clearly put into the vehicle, too. I believe that few of
us outside showbusiness or politics genuinely enjoy
speaking in front of more than about half a dozen people,
even among friends – and I’m guessing that Neil has done
no more of it than I have – and you could sense the
genuine emotion in his voice as he explained the
mammoth task he and his colleagues had undertaken.

No less inspiring was the moment when, with dry ice
billowing through the place like smoke round the German
battleship Tirpitz, the car was unveiled from beneath its
shroud. I captured what I like to think is a suitably
dramatic image of a spotlight beam on the roof (far right),
but in truth it would have been pretty difficult not to.

Then came the moment for Neil – who else? – to fire it

up. I was lucky enough to be standing at the ‘quiet’ end.
Or the very slightly less noisy end, anyway. And Neil had
the good sense to be wearing ear defenders. Hence the
justifiably pained expression on the faces of the two guys
right behind the car (below) – as if a finger in one ear
apiece was ever going to do much good. But then I
suppose it’s better than each having two burst eardrums.

And still it wasn’t over. Once you’ve proved how loud it
is, you have to show how quick it is. Neil, who has been
without his left arm since an accident some years ago,
eased the 911 onto the roadway outside his workshop,
and with the engine clearing its throat headed smartly
into the distance. Two left turns later he was on the main

drag that cuts through his end of the sprawling estate,
and to the crowd’s obvious delight giving it the beans in
every gear bar fifth. The car is a left-hooker, and the road
dead-straight, so shifting – if not simultaneously steering
– was no great problem. But then I wouldn’t be even
remotely surprised if Mr Bainbridge could still turn in a
pretty decent lap time round the Nordschleife.

He never did let on to me just how quickly he was
going, or whether he subsequently received what we
Brits would call a right royal bollocking from the people
who run the Venture Park. But I like to think that they,
too, would have been bowled over by seeing man and
machine in such obviously perfect harmony. PW

THE PERFECT ALIBI IN PICTURES

BRETTFRASERSTEVEBENNETT JOHNNYTIPLER KEITHSEUMEPAULDAVIES

Nearly 9pm in late July, and the sun is still
shining on Horton’s VW Passat, on the
A835 a couple of miles north of Ullapool.
Fuel consumption for the entire 1500-mile,
five-day road-trip was 51.5mpg – not bad
at all for a 15-year-old ‘dirty’ diesel
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Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

Porsche® enthusiasts like John have been relying on us for over 26 years to keep their vehicles performing at their very best. 
From complete engines to the most obscure bolt, we’ve got the exact part you’re looking for and can ship right to your door. 
Shop anytime online at partsheaven.com, call us at 1.800.767.7250, or come by and see us.     
Whichever way, you’ll get friendly, knowledgeable customer service to answer any question. 

JOHN’S IN HEAVEN.
He just found this pristine, standard  
reconditioned crankshaft for his ’94  
911 Carrera in our online store at 
www.partsheaven.com.

Sign up online
to get our

Monthly Wrecks
email

bulletins!
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GOT SOMETHING TO SAY? NEED TO EXPRESS AN OPINION ON THE
PORSCHE WORLD? WELL, HERE’S YOUR CHANCE…

LETTERS

MORE F/E PORSCHES!
As an annual subscriber to 911
& Porsche World, I am normally
pleased after reading through a
newly-delivered edition.
However, this month I have to
say I am a bit disappointed.

I am a relatively new Porsche
owner, with a black 1985.5 944
Lux. It's not pristine and needs
some care and attention over
the next few years but it is a
little unusual with a factory
fitted LSD and staggered 7- and
8-inch deep-dish Fuch wheels,
and no sunroof.

As the prices of ’80s era 911s
are reaching unprecedented
levels, I think there is a whole
group of people who would in
the past have bought a 911, but
now are looking at 944s as the
‘project Porsche’. I am certainly
one of these people, and the
rising values of 944s suggest I
am not alone.

I first picked up 911 &
Porsche World as it had an
article on a 944 and have been
pleased that the magazine has
sought to cover the wide range
of Porsches out there. I have
felt, however, that the 944
element of the magazine has
been reducing and I was
therefore disappointed to see
only one reference to 944s in
this month’s issue: the update
(but no progress) on your 944

Lux. This seemed like a bit of a
token gesture to me.

I appreciate there is an
increasing model range and
model year catalogue to cover
but I always regarded 911 &
Porsche World as being
different from the ‘other’
Porsche magazines as it didn’t
ignore the 924/944/968 model
range as they do.

I hope this helps to bring
back some recognition of those
long-term owners, and highlight
the new growth in 924/944
ownership as a valued new
influx of readers.

PS: I hope the Augment
Automotive improvements on
your car work well. It is certainly
on my ‘to do’ list. Tom helped
me out with advice when I was
looking for my 944 and I was
very close to buying their test
944, but ultimately they
decided to keep it...
Duncan Bennett, via E-mail

Steve Bennett replies: Keep
the faith Duncan. More front-
engined stuff on the way. In
fact more front-engined stuff
in this very issue, as Chris
Horton brings us up to speed
with his 924 S. Oh, and my 944
is back from Augment
Automotive and going like a
train, with its new ASNU
injectors, etc.

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!
We thought we would share a
recent experience with our
2006 Boxster. After an
enjoyable weekend in the north
east, we were travelling home
in the outside lane of the A19.

Suddenly there was a rather
loud bang, a bit like a rock
hitting the underside of the
car. Looking at the dash, all the
warning lights were on,
including alternator failure.
Luckily I managed to get to a
service station as there was no
power steering. Glancing at the
sat nav, I saw we still had 293
miles to go! We came to the
conclusion it was going to be a
long day as it was 11.50 on a
Sunday morning.

We rang the AA and they
arrived an hour and a half later.
Nice man came over and we
exchanged pleasantries then
he asked me to pop the boot
so he could see what was the
matter – at this point I thought
this was going to be a very,
very long day! After explaining
it was a mid-engined car, it was
apparent that we weren’t going
to get much done at the
roadside. He did add that he
doesn’t get called out to
Boxsters very often.

But, being a non-defeatist,
the nice AA man rang for
technical support and after a
battery check it was decided
that the drive belt had gone
and it wasn’t moving any
further under its own steam.

Being a standard member,
we were told we could get a
tow a maximum of 20 miles. I
explained I wasn’t happy for it
to go to any garage and at this
point the nice AA man told me
he knew of a local Porsche
specialist, RPM Specialist Cars
in Knaresborough – best news I
had heard as I have seen them
advertised in the Porsche GB

magazine. The AA man tried to
ring RPM but, alas, no reply
from the main number, but it
was the best option.

After a bit of negotiation by
the AA man to get us towed
the 28 miles to RPM, he left us,
as the recovery lorry was
coming from Sunderland within
an hour or so.

While we waited we Googled
RPM and found a mobile
number on their website for
out of hours sales. I rang and
spoke to a very nice man called
Nick who listened to our
predicament and advised he
could have a look-see on
Monday morning and would do
his best for us.

We unloaded the Boxster at
RPM and the recovery guy
kindly took us into
Knaresborough to find a hotel,
and tried to unwind with a nice
dinner and a few beverages.

Monday morning we
received a call from RPM
around 9am and Nick advised
that the pulley had sheared
from the shaft on the water
pump (he did wonder if this was
the problem when I rang him on
the Sunday). They had stripped
it down but was unsure about
obtaining a new pump but he
would do his best.

Later in the morning he rang
to say he’d found a pump and it
should be OK to pick the car up
later in the day. While Nick from
RPM was on the phone he
kindly agreed to sort out the
dialogue with our warranty
company, WMS.

Another call back from Nick
and everything sorted with
WMS – they would pay 90 per
cent of the total bill. Music to
our ears! Nick advised the work
was all finished and we agreed
to meet him at 4pm

We arrived at RPM to find the
Boxster gleaming as Nick had

washed it. One of RPM’s guys
explained what had happened
and showed us a before and
after of the water pump – they
had found the sheared pulley
under the car!

We had a lovely chat with
Nick and told him our story of
woe – he is such a nice guy.
After being advised to check
the coolant level in the
morning, we were on our way.

We thought we would share
our experience with your
readers as we really couldn’t
recommend Nick and his team
at RPM Specialist Cars enough
– the service, professionalism
and customer relations are
second to none.
Jacqueline and James Young,
via E-mail

Keith Seume replies: Always
good to hear of excellent service!

DON’T FORGET THE
GEARING…
I’d just like to comment on the
recent article comparing the
911SC and the Carrera 3.2.
Your writer failed to mention
one very important thing: they
are geared very differently!

At 90mph my 911SC is at
4000rpm, or right at the
beginning of the power band.
The Carrera 3.2 at 90mph is only
turning at around 3200rpm, so
there’s no power available.

Why this is important is that
in Los Angeles where I lived
most of my life, on most
freeways (but not in Las Vegas
where we have too many cops),
people tend to drive at 85mph.
So, if you're going to pass
slower traffic, the 911SC is
ready to ‘go’ and the Carrera
isn’t, requiring a downshift to
bring the engine rpm up. Well,
that’s my two cents…
Jay Veneaux, via E-mail
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RGA
London’s Major Porsche Specialist

Units 32-34 Miles St, Vauxhall SW8 1RY
www.rgaporschelondon.co.uk email bob@rgaporsche.co.uk

All work to the highest standard and carried out in house
Mon-Fri 7am-7pm Sat 9-6 Sun call

Tel 020 7793 1447 ask for Bob for booking & advice

Engine rebuilds all models and
general repairs & servicing

Gearbox rebuilds all models Air Conditioning Disc refacing

Wheel balancing, wheel straightening
& wheel refurbishment

Torque tube overhaul
924, 944, 968, 928

Damage repair including for all
insurance companies

Restoration & respraysJig repairs

Tyre supply & fitting
Wheel alignment
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SIMON GLITHRO YOU AND YOURS

S
imon Glithro should really be at work. As we
chat his mobile trills like a cage full of
budgies, as various employees and
contractors to his specialist construction
company call in with questions and requests.

In the construction business these days, of course, a
busy boss is a happy boss, yet you also get the sense
with Simon that the joy of a bustling order book is
tinged with the regret that it means he doesn’t
get to drive his 996 Carrera 4 Cabriolet as much
as he’d like to.

‘I’ve owned it for about four years now but have only
managed to do about 7000 miles during that time,’ he
confesses. ‘I do try to drive it pretty much every
weekend, though, because I bought it to enjoy it. Taking
it to work (on a construction site) simply isn’t practical,
and to be honest it would send out the wrong message
to clients and potential clients – we all know that an old
996 is incredibly good value, but to lots of other people,
well, they only see the Porsche badge.’

Not that work considerations are the only thing to
limit Simon’s mileage in the Cab. ‘Kelly (his wife) and I
have three children, so there’s no way they can all come
out with us in the Porsche. In fact, even the two
younger kids find the back seats a bit of a squeeze. I
hate to admit it, but they prefer to go out in Kelly’s
“green” car, an old BMW 318i Convertible. But they don’t
mind occasionally being picked up from school or
parties in the 911 – it becomes a sort of posh taxi.

‘Not that it gets any special treatment. It gets left
outside and I always use it when I can. With winter here I
have put the hard-top back on it: I’m a huge fan of
convertibles, but I have to confess that the hard-top
makes the whole car feel more solid which helps
sharpen up the handling. But I do enjoy putting the roof
down even when the weather isn’t at its most friendly.’

His fondness for fresh air motoring shaped Simon’s
earliest car buying habits. ‘There was always an interest

in petrol in my family,’ he reminisces. ‘My sister had an
MGC and when my turn came for my first car I bought a
Triumph Spitfire for 400 quid. Poor thing, it was mainly
made of rust. I soon sold it to a mate – for 400 quid! –
who only had it for three days before he wrote it off:
he crashed and all the filler fell out, and that was
the end of it.

‘Next I made a fatal mistake and bought a Fiat X1/9 in
two-tone blue, but at least it satisfied my need for a
sports car. That made way for a Mk1 Toyota MR2 targa-
top, which was great. But I then stumbled into a dull
stage: in 1989 I bought a Mazda 323F new. I only
endured it for nine months before disposing of it
and getting into a Peugeot 205 GTI 1.6. After that
it was a Lancia Delta Integrale, with a rare right-hand
drive conversion.

‘One evening after we’d been messing around with
the wastegate control I went for a test drive down a
south Norfolk back road and ended upside down in a
ditch. Apart from a broken door mirror the Integrale was
OK as we lifted it out of the ditch. Trouble was, we had
to put it down onto the road surface on its roof, which
did it no good at all. Still, having persuaded the
insurance company not to write it off, I drove that car
around for three years or so, until it was stolen from
outside a meeting I was having in Manchester. The
police later found it at the 17th hole on Warrington golf
course, burnt out having been used in a robbery.’

There was less drama attached to Simon’s next three
cars – an early VW Golf GTi 16V, a Vauxhall Calibra and a
BMW 3-series, the latter bought to accommodate the
arrival of the family’s first child – but then he had a
chance encounter with a Mercedes-Benz 350 SL owner
in London. ‘The bloke discovered that the car was
unlikely to pass its next MoT and was planning to bin it
and buy a new one. I gave him £300 for it, drove it up to
Suffolk and ran around in it for three months on the last
of the MoT, then stuck it in a barn. Eventually I put it

Right: Simon Glithro and his
996 Carrera C4 Cabriolet.
As early 996s go it’s been a
good one and he’s enjoyed
the experience, even fixing
small, and some not so
small, issues himself along
the way. Below left: Hard
top is a must have,
particularly if your car lives
outside during the winter

Simon Glithro’s Porsche journey started with a 944,
but now he’s entered the world of the 911 with a 996
C4 Cab. It’s had its faults, but he’s a hands-on owner
Words and photography: Brett Fraser

FROM 944 TO CARRERA 4
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YOU AND YOURS SIMON GLITHRO
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SIMON GLITHRO YOU AND YOURS

onto eBay with no MoT but a good engine, and
got £2000 for it!’

And the proceeds from the Merc were soon put to
excellent use when Simon invested in his first Porsche.
‘I’d always wanted a Porsche but had never been in the
position to have one. But then I saw a black 944 S2
Cabriolet on a local car trader’s forecourt and took the
plunge. At that stage we only had the two kids and
they were small enough to fit onto the little perches in
the back of the 944, so we were really able to enjoy
that car to the full.

‘We took it Bruges and Lille, the latter on a spur of the
moment trip to see the Christmas market there one
year. The 944 generally behaved very well and I used to
get it serviced and looked after by a small independent
specialist called Two Counties Garage in a little village
down the road called Rushall. Sean who owns the place
used to work for a Porsche specialist in Hong Kong and
used to work on race cars out there, too.’

Simon had run around in the 944 for about four years

when a yearning for a 911 began to occupy his
thoughts. ‘The 911 I’ve got now turned up at a local
auto trader’s but it was too dear for me at the time. So
Carl Humphrey who owns the place sold it to someone
else. But they only kept it for a year before selling it
back to Carl. And by that stage the price had fallen to
within my reach, in part because the 911 was by now in
need of some TLC. So for a short while I had two
Porsches, a 911 and a 944, and even had to build a
double garage for them.

‘I couldn’t really justify having them both, though, and
ended up putting the 944 onto eBay; it was at this
point we inherited Kelly’s 318i Convertible, as sort of
part payment for the 944. Meanwhile I decided to take
my “new” 911 to a trackday at Snetterton, where the
brakes expired – the discs fell apart, the pads just gave
up, and the juice boiled, so I had to slow down. I had
been trying to keep up with a Ferrari F430, which was
fine through the corners but we didn’t stand a chance
on the straights. The bottoms also blew out of the
exhaust silencers – I had fun, though.

‘But I then had to buy four new discs and pads,

together with a new stainless steel exhaust, from
carparts911.co.uk. I fitted that lot myself, but I had
Humphrey change the intermittent shaft bearing:
Humphrey also does the regular servicing, oil
changes etc. The car also has a DesignTek induction
system, but I really don’t want to do much else to it,
as I think it would detract from what Porsche intended
the car to be.’

In common with many of us when it comes to cars
that we love, Simon clearly does his best to blank out
some of the 996’s problems. Having said that the car
has been ‘as good as gold’, he later recalls a couple of
other little “issues”. ‘Oh yeah, the headlight switch died
one night when I was bringing the kids home from
karate class: I went over a bump and suddenly there
was darkness. I had to drive home on the hazards – now
I can see, now I can’t, now I can see, now…

‘I’ve been told it’s a relatively common problem on
996s. And they said the same when the expansion tank
for the coolant burst in Tesco’s car park. I bought a

replacement relatively inexpensively from Porscheshop,
but fitting it was a real adventure. Luckily the American
website Rennlist.com has a tutorial showing just how
it’s done – whatever problem you have with your
Porsche, someone else will already have suffered the
same and posted a video on how to sort it out!

‘While being shown how to replace the expansion
tank definitely helped the process, it still involved
getting the car onto axle stands, unbolting some of the
engine mounts, and lowering the engine part-way
out of the car using a trolley jack. I also used the
opportunity to change the fuel filter, because that’s
also an engine drop job.’

The smile on Simon’s face suggests that rather than
this being a chore, he relished the challenge and got a
kick out of fixing the problem. And that smile grows
even broader when I ask if we can just nip down the
road for a few action photographs; any excuse to take
the 911 out is a good one, especially on a work day.
When we get back Kelly jokes that they ‘really ought to
take that car on a proper adventure.’ I get the feeling
Simon is ahead of her on that particular thought… PW

“For a short while I had two Porsches, a 911 and a
944. I even had to build a double garage for them”

Below: Simon has steered
clear of too many mods for
his 996, but he has fitted a
DesignTek induction kit

CONTACT
Roy Humphrey
wwwwww..rrooyyhhuummpphhrreeyy..ccoomm
Where Simon bought his car.
The Norfolk/Suffolk 
border dealer always has a
number of good, low-mileage
Porsches in stock

Rennlist
wwwwww..rreennnnlliisstt..ccoomm
The portal of all knowledge for
Porsche owners. Great online
tutorials. Use in conjuction with
911&PW’s own excellent ‘How
to’ guides, of course

Carparts 911
wwwwww..ccaarrppaarrttss991111..ccoomm
Part of the mighty Euro Car
Parts network and a huge
supplier of well-priced 996
parts, including Simon’s
stainless steel exhaust

Porscheshop
wwwwww..ppoorrsscchheesshhoopp..ccoo..uukk
Is there a ‘You and yours’
feature that doesn’t mention
Porscheshop? Rarely, and for
good reason

Design 911
wwwwww..ddeessiiggnn991111..ccoo..uukk
Supplied Simon’s sonorous
sounding induction kit 
through its excellent value
DesignTek range 
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TARGASAGA
Fresh-air fiend, but mad on RSs? You’ll love this

964 Targa that’s been upgraded to RS spec!
Words: Johnny Tipler

Photography: Antony Fraser
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Y
ou frown, your eyes narrow: a 964 RS Targa?
How can that be? They never made an RS
Targa. True enough; from R to RSR, Porsche
911 race cars were invariably coupés
because of the shell’s inherent torsional

stiffness, so, logically, the road-going sporting
derivatives, the RSs and Club Sports, were also
presented in coupé format. That’s not to say that the
open-air versions couldn’t hack the power hike – at
10bhp or so it wasn’t massive, it just wasn’t an
attractive marketing proposition because the
traditional RS imagery needed to be kept sacrosanct.
But when you’re determined to enjoy the sort of
driveability the RS provides, as well as connecting in a
direct way with the great outdoors, it’s entirely feasible
to turn a Targa into a Tiger.

And this one is total eye candy: a Guards Red 911
with a black lid and gold wheels; who’d not fall in love
at first sight with such a scarlet woman, as I did when I
spied her in the Paul Stephens enclave at the
Goodwood Festival of Speed. And as we find out during
our outing through the Suffolk byways, she doesn’t
disappoint at any level. The owner, who’s asked Paul
Stephens to market the car, is an uncompromising
drop-top fan as well as a 911 devotee, and he sought
to lift the performance and style of his 964 Targa to RS
standard. Paul analyses the upgrades: ‘We haven’t done
any work on the car; the owner bought a standard
42,000-mile Carrera C4 Targa in very nice condition, a
genuine car, genuine mileage, but with a very driven
passion to create his own bespoke Targa. He had the
idea of installing the 964 RS mechanicals inside a four-
wheel drive Targa, because he wanted the open-top
roof and he wanted the security of four-wheel drive
and he had the genuine RS panels and suspension
fitted. It was one man’s wish to create a unique 911,
and it is unique in the way that it’s been created, and
it’s had far more spent on it than the car was actually
priced at. And it’s had the ECU remapped to 285bhp to
give it a bit more steam. As far as I’m aware that’s the
only thing that’s been done to the engine, though a
genuine RS will have been fitted with blueprinted parts
when it was at the factory, but that is not the case on
this particular car because that would cost a great
deal, of course.’

There have been six owners all told, with the last one
coming on board in 2008. The car was supplied new by
JCT600 of Bradford on 24th April 1991, with the service
book stamped by Lancasters of Stratford at 3,387
miles. With 20 further stamps in the book, there’s been
a fairly typical itinerary to the workshops of a few well-
known specialists, including Autostrasse of Coggeshall
and Crescent Autos of Westcliff on Sea, Essex, and,

most recently, Jasmine of Nelson, Lancashire, at
47,000 miles, which is the most recent service. So it’s
been up and down the country a bit, though without
racking up too many miles overall. The current owner
bought the Targa in 2008 for £16,500, which was good
value at 42,000 miles. Today, a 964 Targa showing a
mere 47,000 miles would retail for more than double
that and, if it were an RS, triple that, which just shows
how much they’ve moved on in the last five years.

To achieve the RS look, our Little Red Riding Hood
has been fitted with RS bumpers front and back, the
rear one featuring those little bulges that house the
number plate lights. Vulnerable sods. It’s also had new
lights installed all round, plus that all-important 964
rear reflector ‘Porsche’ strip that inevitably crazes and
fades. I leaf through the bills to see where and when
the upgrades took place. Though there’s a hefty
invoice for £1,800 covering engine and transmission
work, plus installation of a dual mass flywheel and new
clutch, that still doesn’t up the spec to get it to RS
standard, because what we’re really looking for is a
blueprinted engine to match the factory issue 964 RS.
But as I have recently discovered, engine work is very
expensive, and in fact it’s a re-chip that’s lifted the
power output, indeed, to a figure that exceeds the RS.
The bill states that the ECU’s been re-mapped to
produce 285bhp, though there’s no dyno print-out to
verify that. I’m told that was something to do with the
equipment on the rolling road being faulty, but
whatever, the re-mapping cost £445. Another invoice
for £9,000 takes care of a complete change of
suspension componentry to 964 RS parts, including
new strut top mounts, uprated Bilstein adjustable
dampers, RS springs, RS front and rear anti-roll bar and
bushes, Pro-flex rear bushes, front wishbones, new
ball-joints, and roll-bar drop links, and a strut-brace
between the front shock turrets. The geometric set-up
was carried out by Ninemeister at Warrington,
Cheshire, so presumably impeccable. The braking
system is converted to a 993 RS system, incorporating
RS calipers all round, cross-drilled RS brake discs front
and rear, and stainless steel Goodridge brake hoses
containing ATE Super Blue brake fluid. The exhaust
system is modified with a polished stainless-steel Cup
pipe and the bill also accounts for ‘965 Turbo Cup’
mirrors, and fitting the customer-supplied BBS RS 18in
three-piece magnesium wheels; those really do lift the
car’s image, and at a grand a go, so they should. ‘The
original magnesium 964 Cup wheels are hard to get,’
says Paul, ‘but the BBS three-piece magnesium wheels
were available and regularly fitted on Porsche
competition cars.’ They’ve been recently shod with
Pirelli P-Zero tyres, 225/40 ZR 18 N4s up front and
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964 RS LOOK TARGA

Opposite page: RS look 964
Targa sits just right on BBS
three-piece magnesium
rims and full RS spec
suspension. The wheels in
particular really lift the
visual image of the car
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265/35 ZR 18s on the rear, and as often seems to be
the case with fitting aftermarket wheels on the front
of a 964, wheel spacers are necessary to clear the
broader hubs.

Nowhere is the transformation stinted: the cockpit
floor features lightweight RS carpets (£711), drilled
aluminium pedals, the standard 964 chairs are replaced
with glassfibre shelled Recaro Pole Position seats in
leather – worth £2K including runners – and they’re
overlaid with FIA harnesses (£295 each side), plus RS
door cards (£406) with thong pull straps fitted, though
the original electric windows are retained. The £1,100
FIA-approved half roll-cage is a reassuring presence in
the Targa when indulging in trackdays, I guess, though
you wouldn’t take exception to any extra protection
unless rear cabin space was required. As Paul says, ‘If
you want to go fast, especially on-track, the roll cage
probably does offer some stiffness and it’s got the
Heigo polished strut-brace and RS anti-roll bar fitted so
it’s going to be a little bit stiffer than the standard
model.’ And if the concept appeals but you’ve got kids
and you want to bung them in the back, you’ve got to
lose the cage and reinstate the rear seats.

Stepping from my own 964 that’s effectively just had
a new engine, I can identify with the Targa’s instant
throttle response and its instant get-up-and-go. In flat-
six terms, at 47,000 miles it’s barely run in. However, as
I get it out on the open road I’m thinking that it’s
requiring a good 1,000rpm more than my car to achieve
similar speeds, and I suppose that’s due to the engine’s
ECU remap. And I would be hard pressed to agree that
the alleged extra 35bhp makes any difference to its
general performance. My first impression is that the

gear lever seems to have been shortened, but that I
think is down to the smaller diameter leather-rim
Momo Prototipo steering wheel, which means there’s a
slightly greater distance betwixt wheel and shift knob.
Its sensitive power steering copes with the
magnificent 18in BBS wheels, though the steering
wheel chafes when spinning it on full lock – which you
actually only notice in a parking context, and I should
think a squirt of WD-40 would sort that out. You might
think that the Sabelt four-point harnesses in these
high back Recaro bucket seats might be a nuisance to
buckle up every time you venture out, but in practice
they’re quick enough to fasten, and they match the
roll-cage track-day requirement. There’s no radio, but
naturalists don’t care about that, content to swoon to
the flat-six blare. There’s the familiar 964 dashboard
and switchgear, and the shift motion of the G50
gearbox is very slick and well lubricated. On the whole
it feels like a strong, new car. The suspension is set up
pretty firm so that you do feel it’s uncompromising, to
the extent that you do encounter serious bumps or
pot-holes with a bang, but then that’s commensurate
with an RS suspension set-up.

YEAR: 1991
ENGINE: 3600cc
POWER: 285bhp (claimed)
TRANSMISSION: Five-speed manual
TOP SPEED: 161mph
0-60MPH: 5.3 secs
SUSPENSION: MacPherson strut front, multi-link rear
TYRES: 225/40 ZR18 front, 265/35 ZR18 rear

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION
PORSCHE 964 TARGA

Below: Looking good on the
open road, and with the
Targa top off, you get the
full, undiluted flat-six
soundtrack.
Seats are the real deal
Recaros and carpets are
lightweight RS spec
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The paradox with this Targa is that it has four-wheel
drive transmission, and the RS of course was never
delivered as a 4x4; it was always a C2. However, to go
with the flow, the benefits of this are to do with grip
and traction and, whilst I do find these attributes
helpful, on one occasion when we’re out on our shoot
and there’s a little bit of a watersplash, I immediately
feel the front wheels grip and it understeers when a
rear wheel drive C2 would have got into a slide and

required much more correction. As for the ride with the
all-wheel drive C4 traction this Targa has more of a
solid, planted feel on the road than the rear-drive C2,
which is more of a dancing experience. The C4 has
more of a secure feeling to it than the flighty C2.

In fact the C4 works perfectly well with the RS
components and comes across as a perfectly normal
driving experience; there was no reason to think there
was anything out of the ordinary, and that in itself is
quite an achievement. But 911s are like that – they are

infinitely adaptable and tolerate radical alterations and
still give their utmost. It may have traded up its running
gear but it certainly doesn’t drive like a hotch-potch of
uncoordinated machinery; in fact it’s a very together
car. Trackday purists might criticise it for having four-
wheel drive, but we all have different degrees of
competence and aspirations for our driving experience.
Hard-bitten wheelmen might wonder about the Targa
top too, but historically, Porsche sports prototypes

such as the 910 from the late-’60s had removable
roofs, which were effectively Targa lids. What of the
great outdoors? The exhaust note is quite fruity, so
you hear that, of course, but in terms of wind noise it’s
unobtrusive. I didn’t drive it with the Targa top on,
though it has had new seals fitted all round so that
notorious shortcoming peculiar to old Targas of aquatic
ingress in a downpour was addressed and I’m assured it
is now perfectly watertight. I wasn’t smitten by much
in the way of farming aromas, this not being
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“911s are infinitely adaptable and tolerate
radical alterations and still give their utmost”

Apart from the fact that
there’s a space where the
roof should be, you would,
at first glance, take this to
be the real deal. Purists will
doubtless question the
motivation behind such a
project. Best not let on
that it’s a C4 then. Oops,
too late!
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particularly cow country but, as with a coupé’s sunroof,
if your top comes off, ‘let the sunshine in,’ as they
declared in Hair. It’s always a pleasure to be in direct
contact with Mother Nature, and with a working 964
heater there’s no risk of hypothermia either.

Those of us with coupes and cabs probably take the
Targa roof for granted, so it’s worth reminding
ourselves how straightforward the exercise is, taking
the top off and on. The Targa roof panel is attached to
the windscreen header rail in two fixings, and slots
neatly into the aluminium roll-over hoop. This one’s got
new seals. There’s a little ‘T’ shaped handle, rather like
a dibber, which normally lives in the glove locker, and
that operates the front locking levers in the header rail.
You twist them anti-clockwise to undo them, and then
you can lift your roof off; front first, then the rear, and
then you knock the hinges in and the whole thing folds
into three. As the Damned sang, ‘neat, neat, neat!’

Although he has no vested interest in the Targa – in
so far as it’s not received the PS AutoArt or RS Teknik
treatment – Paul Stephens is impressed nevertheless:
‘The owner deserves the credit for having the vision to
go out on a limb to make a dream come true: it was his
aspiration to have a four-wheel drive RS that he could
take the roof off, and he made it happen. It’s RS
lightweight style in a Carrera 4, and in the big picture
you couldn’t reproduce it for what it’s cost because the
964 has gone up so much. And it is a one-off thing,

really. It certainly created a bit of a stir when we had it
on our stand at the Goodwood Festival of Speed.’

So, what’s it worth, then? In these times of
escalating values, the creation of a 964 Targa RS is an
enigma. I put it to Paul Stephens’ right hand man
Charlie Abbott that, if he were marketing a normal but
un-abused RHD 964 RS with a genuine 47,000 miles in
this condition, would he be talking £90- to £100-grand?
‘Yes,’ he says, ‘probably into six figures.’ So where does
that leave a model that bears nearly all the
accoutrements of an RS, but will never be officially
recognised as such? It’s offered at £36K, which seems
fair enough under the circumstances. Playing the
numbers game, 3,867 units of the 964 C2/4 Targa
were produced between 1990 and 1993, which is not a
lot of cars by any standards (the 964 Cabrio is far more
numerous, relatively) compared with 2,051 RSs (and
816 RS Americas). This particular car blends the
attributes of both versions of these ‘special editions’,
and that means it’s probably unique. It’s also a fine car
to drive as well as to look at. There is no substitute for
having the top off and feeling and smelling the
elements in such close proximity, armed with the
additional grunt and the reassurance of that inviolable
C4 chassis.

So, coupé claustrophobia sufferers take heart, this
Targa has the punch of an RS combined with the fresh-
air and farmyard pongs you enjoy in a roadster. PW
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Above: Wind in the hair
motoring, or just wind
around you hat motoring.
We suspect that JT has
glued it on. Engine has
been on the receiving end
of a remap and is claimed
to make 285bhp. It’s only
covered 42,000-miles, so is
in fine health

CONTACT:
Paul Stephens Porsche
Specialist
Sudbury Road
Little Maplestead
Halstead
Essex CO9 2SE_
Tel: 01440 714884
Web: www.paul-stephens.com
Email: paul@paul-stephens.com

targa RSv6ch.qxd:PW Template 21/11/13 14:52 Page 44



01825 830424See more of our current stock at www.paragon.gb.com
PARAGON GB LTD  FIVE ASHES EAST SUSSEX TN20 6HY

The Natural Choice for Porsche

356A Coupe (4-Speed)

 

2008 (08)  

models and ages of Porsche.
Our successful racing heritage means we 

and corner weighting - offering settings from 
standard road to fast track.

The Natural Choice

building long term relationships with our 
customers.

al ChoicaturNheT heorscce for P

(4-Speed)CoupeA356

2008 (08)08 

hT al ChoiceaturNhe

omodels and ages of P

standard road to fast tr
and corner weighting - offering settings from

ur successful rO
he.orsc

customers.
building long term relationships with our

k.acad to fast tr
weighting - offering settings from

acing heritage means wesful r

stomers.
ilding long term relationships with our

See more of
GARAP

kf our current stoc
T SUSAESHEASTD FIVEB LLTD  FIVE GGON

ag.parwwwattk
YH20 6TNEXSSU

on.gb.com 01825 830424

045POR238:AI Template  11/21/13  2:28 PM  Page 45



046POR238:AI Template  22/11/13  10:53  Page 46



TEL: 0113 277 3220
EMAIL: INFO@PORSCHTEK.CO.UK

CALL TONY OR PHIL ON

www.porschtek.co.uk

Unit 11, Enterprise Park, Moorhouse Avenue, Old Lane, Leeds LS11 8HA

FREE SAFETY INSPECTION FOR ALL NEW CUSTOMERS

WE HAVE THE HIGHEST GRADED PORSCHE TECHNICIANS FROM
WITHIN THE PORSCHE NETWORK OFFERING MAIN DEALER

QUALITY AT COMPETITIVE PRICES.

PORSCHTEK IS AN INDEPENDENT
PORSCHE SPECIALIST CENTRE IN LEEDS.
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A
lois Ruf bearing beers is a welcome if
unexpected sight. It’s blistering in Bavaria,
so his role as waiter is an exceedingly
welcome gesture. We’re busy shooting a
pair of 901s he’s provided for us beside the

white baroque castle at Kirchheim, not far from his
Pfaffenhausen base – a bastion built by the Fugger
family in the 11th century. The creator of the fastest
911-derived vehicles in the world is relaxing with two of
the oldest of the breed. They’re chassis 27 and 37
from the 82 units of the 901 that were built before
Peugeot’s icy breath insisted that Porsche lose the
zero – transforming 901 into 911. These 901s were
amongst the first run of 232 cars built between 14th
September 1963 and January 1965. Ten prototype 911s
were also trialled earlier in 1963.

Six months ago there were three 901s in Ruf’s
jurisdiction, but one’s since gone back to its US owner.
We’ve seen the white car before; though Alois is its
custodian it belongs to Canadian-domiciled Finn, Sorjo

Ranta, who bought it off the AFN stand 49 years ago
at the ’64 Earls Court Show. ‘It’s a lovely thing, isn’t it?’
says Alois, ‘and its slightly warm, white body is a lovely
shade. It’s called light ivory.’ It was made in late
September ’64, and there was extra pressure to get it
finished because it had to be ready for Earls Court,’ he
explains. ‘AFN displayed the 356s as usual, but they
also unveiled this exotic new model.’

There are a number of subtle differences between
those first 235 cars and subsequent 911s. For
instance, they don’t have the 911 logo on the glove
box, nor the 911 badge on the engine lid, and the strip
across the base of the engine bay is smooth, with no
pressings where the firing order and other labels live in
the segment fitted in subsequent 911s. The rubber
closures that seal the engine bay were not yet in place
either. Porsche were still debating what the car would
be called, and the 901 type number was probably
conferred by straight-thinking engineers, though
Peugeot lawyers were ready to pounce, and so Porsche
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RUF RESTORED 901S

BACK TO

BASICS
Alois Ruf takes a holiday from his high-power

missiles with a pair of original 901s
Words: Johnny Tipler

Photography: Antony Fraser
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didn’t apply any ID until car 235 rolled off the line. Then
the second series bore the 911 symbol at the 45-
degree angle.

There are three versions of the 911 fuel-cap lid
opening mechanism: there’s the one that we’re familiar
with on all the production cars, which is the pull-out
golfing tee on the extreme left of the dashboard – and
of course ‘kettles’ have a pull-up lever by the right-
hand sill panel. But the 901’s was different again. Alois
explains the evolution: ‘the first 235 cars had a knob
lower down in the doorjamb, as you see in my blue car,
and the first owners’ manual shows that. And then
they realised that when you drive into a filling station,
you need the petrol pump on the left side, because the
fuel filler is on the left of the car. But you couldn’t open
the door wide enough to pull that knob out.’ And as air-
cooled left-hooker handlers know, this situation is
experienced with potentially every fill-up. ‘So,’ Alois
continues, ‘they installed this linkage system which you
see in the white car, which was very much improvised,
and they retro fitted it to the first cars when they
came into the dealerships.’ But not to Alois’s car – ‘I
kept the original set-up.’ Sure, the car’s had some
work, though not that much. ‘It was essentially a very
good car because it had been stored in a garage for
many years and not used at all for 25 years.’ It was a
remarkably lucky find – both for Alois, and for the car
itself, to be ‘discovered’ by such a committed
aficionado. He discovered it in California, ‘advertised in
a very cheap version of Auto Trader, which you find in
the grocery store by the check-out. I picked one up
and, incredibly, there was an early 911 for sale, and I
thought, “oh, this is really old, and it quoted the
chassis number, 300 037, and if I am not mistaken, this

must be a really early one.” So I looked it up in my
books and sure enough it was a 901 with matching
numbers.’ Nevertheless, Alois was apprehensive,
considering the media it was offered in. ‘Once these
cars drop into the $3,000 price bracket a young kid will
buy the car, a student who’s got no money to maintain
it, perhaps, then they put a Mexican interior in it, and
then a $99 paint job, and this is how the cars end up.’
This proved not to be the case, however, and a deal
was done – though he’d most likely have bought it
anyway. The restoration was finished in 2003, and it
was the theme car for Ruf’s 40th anniversary that year.

This contrasts with the red 901 – number 18 – which
Ruf recently restored for an American customer and
dispatched back to the States. That was ‘found’ in
Florida, Alois tells us, where ‘palm trees were growing
out of it, and the engine was almost ready to
decompose because the engine mounts were rusted
away and the engine had fallen out, so that it sat in the
ground and the ants were taking over.’ When I saw it at
Pfaffenhausen six months ago it was pristine.

Restoration is a significant facet of Ruf Automobile’s
business, and that’s driven by Alois’s deep-seated
fervour for the marque: ‘more and more people are
becoming interested in classic Porsches, but it was
always a passion for me, and now I am sharing it, but I
remember when there was no interest in the early 911;
the interest was in the four-cylinder 356, but this has
now changed, and it’s the early 911s that are popular.’
Growing up amongst Porsches at his father’s garage, it
was inevitable he would get involved. Ruf snr first
serviced Porsches in Pfaffenhausen in 1963, and Alois
got the 911 bug aged 14 the following year when he
was riding in the family car on the autobahn: ‘it was a

Origin of the species. This
white 901 was discovered
by Alois Ruf in a local ‘Auto
Trader’ style rag in
California in the cheapo
cars section. Amazing
really, and it’s the real,
matching-numbers deal and
was in surprisingly good
condition having been
stored for many years
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rainy day in April; I know exactly because we went to
the Bauma heavy equipment show in Munich, and my
dad would always take me there because boys have to
see all the cranes and earth-moving stuff, and we were
driving at about 140kph, and suddenly a 901 flew by – I
had never seen a 911 prototype, obviously, and it was
raining and the spray was incredible. And our car shook
from the wind from the slipstream, and I heard the
sound from that engine, and I couldn’t believe it. I said,
“Dad, this must be the new Porsche!” I’d seen it already
in Hobby magazine, a German mag for teenagers, and
they had spy pictures of this new Porsche, but nobody
knew what the name was; they believed it was the new
2,000 model, and it had to be a six cylinder engine.
That was my first encounter with the 911. The
prototype was shown at the auto show in Frankfurt in
September ’63, and that was pretty amazing. I will
never forget that. I couldn’t imagine at the time the
impact it would have on the rest of my life.’

Just as the 911 was originally referred to as the 901,
so too the 912, already under development before the
901 was announced, was designated the 902. The flat-
four engined car played a significant part as an entry
level Porsche and, as Alois recalls, although the 911

was sensational for many enthusiasts, some just didn’t
get it: ‘after the 356 ceased production, the 912 was
the perfect interim car to get people to accept the six-
cylinder car, because at that time people were saying it
was too radical, too delicate, too hi-tech, like, “my
Volkswagen mechanic who fixes my Porsche can no
longer work with this 911, this is too sophisticated.” It
wasn’t all about the mechanical upgrade: ‘one of the
main attributes was the interior,’ Alois attests; ‘it had a
lot more space and better visibility than the 356. Then
people said, “I like the new car but I want my reliable
four-cylinder engine, so there was the 912. And that
made a lot of sense, especially in the US where they
already had the speed limit. In Germany it was
nice to drive, more affordable, but you were struggling
with other cars, like if an Alfa Romeo or an Austin-
Healey showed up they would out-perform you of
course.’ Which was certainly not the case with a
well-driven 911.

Alois also comments on the dramatic change from
the 356’s four-cylinder to the 911’s six-cylinder engine:
‘it was the sound, the performance, the throttle
response, everything. Before the 901 the top model in
the Porsche range was the 356 Carrera 2, and funnily
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Hard to believe that this
version of the 911 would
essentially soldier on until
1989, or that its bodyshell
would be stretched into the
Turbo ten years on. Early
cars like these didn’t even
run with 901 designation on
the engine cover, and
would 901 have the same
resonance had Peugeot not
got all precious?
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enough, both of them had 2.0-litres displacement, both
of them had 130bhp, but one had the four cylinder, the
other had the six cylinder, and Paul Frere, doing the
first road test for Auto Motor und Sport magazine, said
that “the customer will decide, because at the moment
it’s not clear which will be the preferred car: is it the
four-cylinder four-cam or will it be the six-cylinder two-
cam?”, and that’s how people were looking at it in
1963/64.’

There were other idiosyncrasies to address. One was
the reluctance to restart unless the engine was good
and hot. ‘It is much better now than it was back in the
day,’ says Alois. ‘The fuel and spark plugs are better,
but still, if you start one of these early cars three or
four times just to manoeuvre it around the garage or
take it on very short runs, then it will go onto five
cylinders. You can run it up the road and sometimes
that will clear it, but mostly you have to take the plugs
out.’ The fuel pump was the biggest downside of the
early 911. ‘Those were the Bendix pumps,’ recalls Alois,
‘and when they packed up, the car stopped and people
thought, “oh no, my engine is broken,” but in reality
they only had to take a small hammer and tap it once
and it would run again.’ Ruf has fitted a more
sophisticated fuel pump, though it’s tucked away so
nobody sees it and the old ‘unreliable’ one stays there
for show. The original Solex carburettors were
troublesome enough for the company to switch to
Webers in 1966.

In the cabin, the seats have broad squabs and short
back rests, like easy chairs, but are a shining example
of the great strides that 911 seats have taken during
five decades. The gear stick is a 1950s hangover with
its Bakelite knob on top, though it feels very delicate

slotting it through its gate. The wood-rim steering
wheel has four metal spokes and a central leather horn
boss, while the period Blaupunkt radio is prominent in
the wooden fascia. ‘The 901 was a big step forward in
terms of instruments too,’ Alois points out, ‘because
there are a lot more functions than the 356 had. And
one of the most puzzling things throughout the life of
the 911 was how to check the oil quantity, and it’s
always been a myth that many people still don’t
understand, so they overfill it.’ The 901’s gauges in
their binnacle have green numbers on the dials, while
the door pockets fold outward and the knobs to open
the doors are on the ends of the arm rests. The lack of
seatbelts is slightly unsettling on my drive, but Alois
points out that, unless you retro-fit them, you don’t
need to bother about them in Germany on cars built
before 1970. The fittings are in place, though, originally
intended for people bound for club sprints and rallies.

Alois is justifiably proud of his restorations and,
having seen the cars in their infancy, he has a lifetime’s
knowledge of the 911’s evolution. ‘I know you get to
see many restorers,’ he says, ‘but unless somebody can
demonstrate otherwise I know we are doing the best
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Below: Where it all began.
The 901 shape is as clean
today as it was 50-years
ago. For its time it was a
sophisticated car. Too
sophisticated for some who
lamented the 356’s
simplicity in comparison

“Alois is justifiably proud of his restorations and
he has a lifetime’s knowledge of the 911”

YEAR: 1963
ENGINE: 2000cc
POWER: 130bhp at 6100rpm
TORQUE: 128lb ft at 4200rpm
TRANSMISSION: Five-speed manual
TOP SPEED: 130mph
0-60MPH: 9.1 secs
SUSPENSION: MacPherson strut front, torsion bar rear
TYRES: 165HR 15 front/rear

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION
PORSCHE 901
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job, because there is nobody out there who really
knows and understands the details of the early cars. I
learned all these things when the cars were being
serviced in my father’s garage. When I got back from
school I would ask my dad things like how were the
bearings, were they in pieces or were they ok, because
all these things were discussed the day before, so I’d
wonder, is it a main bearing or is it a connecting rod
bearing? I was totally involved. So I observed details
like this little separator that’s in between in the fender,
and this was unique to the early type 911 in the three
years from ’64 to ’66. Other restorers would put in the
later style, which was the rubber seal that started in
’67. There were actually two types, one from ’67 to ’87
and another from ’87 to ’89. These are all subtle little
details, and one could say, ‘I don’t care, for me it’s fine,”
but for me that is not good enough, I don’t accept
mediocre excuses for a car of this value.’

So what is the value of a 901? That’s hard to gauge,
because they hardly ever come on the market. ‘Right
now there is a big hype about the first 235 cars,’ says
Alois, ‘because they are very valuable, and amongst
those are the 82 901s but as few as maybe 15 have
survived.’ It seems that more of the first year’s
production are popping up now, according to Alois, with
the tally now around 180. Though the contrast
between these bauble beauties and his tough-guy
turbos could hardly be greater, his heart is equally
drawn towards these proto 911s, and he keeps track of
the status quo.

And what are they like to drive, these proto 911s? We
leave hilltop Kirchheim and head down to the Swabian
plain to drive the cars on the smooth two-lane roads
that crisscross the arable farmland. The 901’s flat-six

has that sharp staccato bark, and it loves to rev.
Around 3000rpm is where it comes alive; it’s very eager
to zing along, and at 5500rpm in 4th I’m doing a
sprightly 150kph. Driving the 901, the controls are well-
placed, the large diameter wood-rim steering wheel
has a delicate action, and the gear lever action is also
very light, almost fingertip controllable, though I need
to keep my left foot buried on the clutch whilst making
the shift. The legs and feet have to work harder than
arms and hands, and I have to press pretty hard on the
unassisted brakes to haul down the speed. You can
feel how light the car is compared with later
specimens. Having no power steering, I feel every bump
in the road through the steering wheel, and it
communicates what’s going on between road and tyre.
The steering weights up and there’s a little bounce
through the front wheels. The turn-in is great, and it
seems as if the steering wakes up midway through the
turn because it’s not power assisted. It’s a physical
effort to actually make the turn, but the handling is
invigorating so it all feels like an adventure compared
with a modern car which you know will do it for you –
and since we’ve come down to Pfaffenhausen in the
latest 991 it’s quite an interesting contrast with the
very earliest 911. Porsche owners of the early ’60s
must have been more swashbuckling types, because
it’s such a dancy, edgy kind of experience driving a 901.
They’re so involving to drive, really exhilarating, and I
can’t choose one over the other, so I just settle back
and get a rhythm going.

While Ruf embodies modern road-going 911 motoring
at its fastest and plushest, this is 911 motoring in its
most basic and purest form and a reminder of 50-years
of the classic 911. Cheers, Alois! PW

CONTACT
Ruf Automobile GmbH
Mindelheimer Straße 21
87772 Pfaffenhausen
Germany
Tel: 0049 8265 911911
Web: www.ruf-automobile.de

Thanks to P&O Ferries for the
relaxed channel crossing:
www.poferries.com

The 901 duo look positively
puny compared to the
pumped machinery that
usually rolls out of RUF
Automobile GmbH
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Sportwagen

Rear bonnet steel
911 / 912: ´65 -´68
589 Euro

Ambergstr. 3 · 86633 Neuburg/Donau · Tel. (+49) 84 31 / 40 740 · Fax (+49) 84 31 / 42 174 · www.sportwagen-eckert.de · info@sportwagen-eckert.com

Porsche spare parts for all models since 1950

Piece price (Euro) exclude 19% VAT, Dealer inquires welcome

Rear bonnet alu
911 / 912: ´65 -´89 
Price on request

Rear bonnet GFK
with Alu frame
1169 Euro

Front bonnet steel
911 / 912: ´65 -´73 
999 Euro

Repair plate 
hinge pillar bottom left
911 / 912: ´65 -´89, steel
113 Euro each

Repair plate 
hinge pillar bottom right
911 / 912: ´65 -´89, steel
113 Euro each

Door panel set
left/right
4 pieces
911 / 912: ´69 -´73 
899 Euro each set
single items on request

911 / 912 Back wall lining
Coupé:  299 Euro
Targa:   349Euro

911 / 912 Dashboard  ´69 -´74     695 Euro each

911 Side trim panel
rear left or right

Targa:  125 Euro each
black Leatherette

911 Side trim panel
rear left or right
Coupé:  234 Euro each
black Leatherette

Sun visor 
911: ´69 -´89
Coupé, black or black/white
Targa, black   49 Euro each

Armrest left/right
911 / 912: ´69 -´73  

249 Euro each

Rear bonnet steel
911 / 912: ´69 -´73
499 Euro

911 / 912 Dashboard rear part
´65 -´68     495 Euro each

911 / 912 Dashboard  ´75 -´85     695 Euro each

964 / 993 Dashboard 669 Euro each
raw part, without leather 

911 / 912 Dashboard  ´86 -´89     695 Euro each

Knee protection strip
911 / 912: ´69 -´73
199 Euro each

Door panel 
left/right
911 / 912: ´69 -´73
leatherette smooth or structure
100 Euro each

Repair plate 
hinge pillar bottom right
911 / 912: ´67 -´71, steel
with support for oil tube
121 Euro each

385 Euro

Additional 
headlamp set,
chrome, 
Fog or
High-Beam
911/912: 
´69 -´73

Door panel left/right
911 / 912: ´67 -´68
leatherette with structure
419 Euro each
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WATERLESS ENGINE COOLANTS

Find your nearest stockist at
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AUTOUMBAU
��
��
	
911 IMPACT BUMPER SPECIALIST

YOUR DEDICATED
IMPACT BUMPER
SPECIALIST FOR

BEDS, HERTS & BUCKS

CALL US ON
����������
������������
WREST PARK, SILSOE, BEDFORDSHIRE MK45 4HS

FIXED PRICE SERVICING

DIAGNOSTICS

RESTORATION

ELECTRICAL FAULT FINDING

ENGINE REBUILDS

GEARBOX REBUILDS

WHEEL REFURBISHMENT

UPHOLSTERY REPAIR

PRE PURCHASE INSPECTIONS

Visit our website www.classicporscherepairs.co.uk

© 2013 aase sales

...new owner...same enthusiasm!

S A L E S
TM

Columbus, Ohio / 8am - 8pm EST     740-503-3651     aasesales.com sales@aasesales.com

� Parts � Components � Assemblies � Accessories
� Restoration Services � Special Cars

I AXLES/STEERING 

I BADGES/CRESTS 

I BODY/INTERIOR

I BRAKES/WHEELS 

I EMBLEMS/DECALS 

I ELECTRICAL 

I ENGINE/TRANSMISSION 

I FUEL/EXHAUST

I LIGHTS/LENSES/TRIM 

I PEDAL SYSTEM/LEVERS 

I RUBBER/SEALS 

I TOOLS/MANUALS/BOOKS

OVER 17,000 NOS/ORIGINAL 
356 & 911PARTS!

NOS Early 911 door
seals   $135.00 pair
Doors not shutting 
properly, bouncing open?
Do your 911 a favor and
put the correct seal 
back in your car.
Coupe:
901.531.093.23 (65-73)
Targa:
902.531.093.40

CORRECT
PROFILE

911 engine grille – Black*   $950.00
(1972 and up )  911.559.041.02 (‘69-‘71 Silver version in stock)

NNEEWW genuine Porsche 
turn signal and tail light lenses 
with silver trim now in stock

911 Crest Decal  $15.00

Shell 
Air Cleaner

Decal   
$12.00

911.701.001.55 
(69-73) 911

The lenses with silver trim fit 911 1969 - 72 
$155 front $180 rear
lenses with black trim (1973 and up) are also available

NOS 911 Chassis ID Plates (67-74) - many years in stock

911 red border timing decal - fits 1967-68 911’s   $45.00
912 red border timing decal - fits 1965-69 912’s   $45.00 
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PORSCHE 997 – GT3/TURBO / C4S / C2S / C2
2012 - 991 C2S PDK COUPE (GUARDS RED) 14,000 Miles
3.8L, Black Lther Intr, PDK Gearbox+paddle shift, PSM/PASM/PCM - Touch screen Sat
Nav./ Telephone/Bluetooth/BOSE sound system/CD Changer/Sports Chrono pack/Sports
Exhausts/Multi-function Steering Wheel,Front and Rear Park Assist, Adaptive Sports Seats,
Electrically Adjustable /Heated Mirror, Embossed Leather headrests and wheel crests fitted,
Porsche Vehicle Tracking System (VTS), Bi-Xeno Headlights, Suede Headlining, 20" Alloy
wheels, Porsche Warranty.

2008 - 997 GT2 GUARDS RED CLUB SPORT Specification 11,000 Miles
Carbon interior Pack, Black Leather and Alcantara, Original Rollcage Fitted, Carbon Fibre
Sports Seats, Alcantara Roof Lining, PCM Sat. Nav, Telephone, Sport Chrono Package, Radio
CD System, PASM, Electric Windows and Door Mirrors, Uprated Steering wheel, Xenon
Headlights, On Board Computer, Climate Control,Ceramic Brakes with Yellow Callipers, 19''
GT2 Alloy Wheels with Michelin Super Cup Tyres, Tracker, Alarm, Complete with Full
Porsche Service History and 2 Sets Of Keys, Outstanding Condition.

2008 - 997 TURBO CABRIOLET MANUAL (ATLAS GREY) 28,000Miles
Black Lther Intr, PSM/PASM/PCM-Sat Nav-Telephone, BOSE sound system, CD Changer
Sports/Memory/Electric/Heated Seats, Cruise Control, Porsche VTS, White Dials, Chrono
pack, Sports Exhaust, M/F Steering wheel, R/park assist, Hardtop, 19" Turbo Alloys, Full
Porsche Service History, One owner from New.

2009/58 - 997 C2S COUPE PDK (GEN II) (MIDNIGHT BLUE) 32,000 MILES
PDK Gearbox, Full Grey Lther Int. Sports Chrono Plus, BOSE Soundsystem, Sports Mode,
Heated Seats, Multi-Function Steering Wheel, Sports Seats, Electric Memory Seats,
PSM/PASM/PCM-Touch Screen Sat.Nav./Telephone/On board Computer/White Dials, Rear
Wiper, 19" TURBO S Alloy Wheels , Rear Park Assist, Xenon's, Full Porsche Service History.

2009/58 - 997 C2S COUPE (GEN II ) MANUAL (GT SILVER) 31,000 MILES
2nd Gen , Metropole Blue Lther Int. PSM/PASM/PCM-Extended Sat nav for PCM 3.0,
Universal audio interface, Telephone, Sport shifter, Heated Seats/Memory Seats/Sports Seats
ParkAssist (parking aid rear), Rear wiper, BOSE/CD Changer, White Dials, Chrono pack,
Xenons, 19-inch Carrera Sport wheel, FPSH.

2006 - 997 C2S CABRIOLET TIPTRONIC (SILVER) 22,000 MILES
Full Metropole Blue Lther Int. Sports Chrono, Sports Mode, PSM/PASM/PCM-Sat.Nav.
Heated Seats, MultiFunction S/Wheel, Telephone Module, On board Computer, White Dials,
CD Changer, 19" Carrera S Alloy Wheels, Rear Park Assist, Xenon's, Original Wind Deflector,
Full Porsche Service History.

2006 - 997 C2S COUPE TIPTRONIC (ARCTIC SILVER) 33,000 MILES
Black Lthr Intr, PSM/PCM-Sat.Nav, Telephone, Bose sound system, CD changer, MF
S/wheel, White Dials, Sports Seats, Heated Seats, Sports Exhaust, Rear Wiper, Climate
Control, Xenons, Sunroof, Rear Park Assist, 19" Carrera S alloys, Full Porsche Service History

2005/54 – 997 C2S COUPE TIPTRONIC (ARCTIC SILVER) – 59,000 Miles
Grey Lthr Intr, PSM/PCM-/Telephone, Computer, BOSE Sound system/CD
Changer/Sunroof/19" Carrera S Alloy wheels/Rear Park Assist/Full Service History.

2005 - 997 C2 COUPE MANUAL (SEAL GREY) 37,000 Miles
2 Previous Owners only, Full Black Lthr Intr, PSM/ PCM-Sat. Nav.Telephone Module, CD
Changer, Part Electric Seats, Rear Parking Sensors, White Dials, 19' Carrera Alloys, Colour
Crested Wheel Centre Caps, Tracker Fitted, FPSH.

PORSCHE 996 - GT3 / GT2 / TURBO / C4S / C2 / C4
2003 – PORSCHE 996 GT2 (BASALT BLACK) 20,000 Miles
Full Black Leather Interior, Electric Windows, Climate Control, Rear Roll Cage, Porsche Radio
with CD Player, 18" GT3 Alloy wheels, Full Service History (Just been Serviced)

2004 - PORSCHE 996 GT3 (ATLAS GREY) 30,000 Miles
Comfort Specification, Full Blk Lthr Int. Porsche Crstd Sprt Bucket Seats, Guards Red Seat
Belt, Porsche CD Player & Radio, AC, 18" GT3 Alloy Wheels with Cloured Crstd W/Cntrs,
On-Board Computer, FPSH, Only 2 Owners From New, Recently Fitted Tyres.

2004/54 - 996 TURBO ‘S’ MANUAL (BASALT BLACK) 19,000 Miles
Full Black Leather Int. AC, Bolt in cage-stndRd Porsche equipment cage, Billstein PSS10
lowered suspension, Performance Friction 350mm Brakes, Porsche GT3 Nomex Buckets
Seats With 5 Point Seat Belts By Willems, Had a Full Engine Rebuild, Standard K24 Turbos,
Standard Fly Wheel With an Updated Clutch, Very Low Mileage, Only 1 Prev. Owner.

2004 - 996 TURBO CABRIOLET TIPTRONIC (BASALT BLACK) 53,000 Miles
Full Black Lther Intr, Xenon's/PSM/PCM-Telephone/SatNav, Heated Seats, Cruise Control,
BOSE Soundsystem, Climate Control, 19' 997 Turbo Diamond Cut Alloy Wheels, New Tyres
all around, Full Porsche Service History.

2004 - 996 TURBO CABRIOLET TIPTRONIC (BASALT BLACK) 67,000 Miles
Full Black Lther Intr, Xenon's/PSM/PCM-Telephone/SatNav, Heated Seats, Cruise Control,
BOSE Soundsystem, Climate Control, 19' 997 Turbo Diamond Cut Alloy Wheels, New Tyres
all around, Full Porsche Service History.

2004 - 996 TURBO COUPE TIPTRONIC S (ATLAS GREY) 53.000 Miles
Full Blck Lther Int.PSM/PCM-Sat.Nav with Full set of DVDs for Europe, BOSE, CD Changer,
Telephone, Htd & Memory Seats, Climate Control, Sunroof, Extended Lther Pack, Optional Sports
S/Wheel in Lther, Cruise Control, R/Parking Sensors, 18 Turbo Alloys with a set of New Tyres,
FPSH.

2003 - 996 TURBO COUPE MANUAL (BASALT BLACK) 45,000 Miles
Black Leather Interior, PSM/PCM-Sat.Nav/Telephone/On - board computer, Bose sound system,
CD Changer, Cruise Control, Sports Seats, Heated Seats, Alcantara Headlining, Sunroof, Xennons
Rear wiper, Rainsensor, FPSH.

2002 - 996 TURBO COUPE MANUAL (MERIDIEN SILVER) 44,000 Miles.
Mid Grey Leather Interior (PCM/PSM/Sat Nav/Tel.Module) BOSE Sunroof White Dials Computer
Climate Control Xenon Headlights 18" Turbo Alloys (OPC Service History)

1999 – 996 C2 CABRIOLET MANUAL (BASALT BLACK) 63,000 Miles
Black Leather Interior, PSM, Telephone Module, Electric windows, Electric mirror, Climate Control,
Full service history, Hard top, Low number of keepers, many more extras will update very soon

PORSCHE 993 - TURBO / C2S / C4S / C2 / C4 / TARGA
1998 – 993 TURBO “S” COUPE MANUAL (SPEED YELLOW) 60,000 Miles
Black Leather/Carbon Fibre Interior, Litronic Lights, Sports Seats, Electric Seats, Electric Mirrors,
Yellow Dials, Porsche Radio & Single CD Changer, Yellow Seat Belts, Sunroof, Rear wiper, Yellow
Callipers., 18” Turbo S Alloy Wheels, full Service History.

1995 - 993 TURBO COUPE MANUAL (ARENA RED) 31,000 Miles.
Grey Leather Interior Wood Package Electric Sunroof/Seats Sports Seats Cruise Control Uprated
Becker CD Player/Bluetooth/Speakers/Sat-Nav Compatibility Climate Control 18" Turbo Alloys
(OPC Service History)

1996 - 993 C2 COUPE TIPTRONIC (IRIS BLUE) (VARIORAM) 73,000 Miles.
Black Leather Interior On Board Computer Upgrade Stereo & CD Changer Electric Windows
Electric Mirrors Electric Sunroof Climate Control 16" Carrera Alloys (OPC & Specialist Service
History)

1997 - 993 C2 TARGA TIPTRONIC S (OCEAN BLUE) 'VARIORAM' 67,000 Miles
Marble Grey / Metropole Blue Leather Interior, Electric Glass Targa Roof, Electric Seats, Electric
Mirrors, Porsche Stereo, Air Conditioning, Rear Wiper, On-board Computer, 17" Targa Alloy
Wheels, Full and Extremely Detailed Service History with a very recent service. Spare key, Master
remote, original books, MOTs, Service Incoices all present with the car.

1996 - 993 C2 TARGA TIPTRONIC 'VARIORAM' (TURQUOISE) 83,000 Miles
Marble Grey Leather Interior, Electric Glass Targa Roof, Electric Seats, Electric Mirrors, Porsche
Stereo, A/C, Rear Wiper, On-board Computer,17" Targa Alloy Wheels, Full Specialist Service
History with recent service (12/2011)

1995 - 993 C2 COUPE MANUAL (GRAND PRIX WHITE) 92,000 Miles
6 Speed Manual, Dark Grey Full Lthr Intr, Uprated Kenwood Soundsystem, External Audio
Connector (Ipod, MP3 etc), Rear Wiper, Central Locking with Immobiliser, Sunroof, 17'' Targa
Alloys, New Tyres Fitted, Full Porsche and Specialist Service History.

1994 - 993 C2 COUPE TIPTROPNIC (BLACK) 92, 000 Miles
Black Lthr Intr, Uprated Becker Radio system, Sunroof, computer, Electric Spoler/
windows/Mirrors/Alarm, 17”Alloys, Rear Wiper, Central Locking with Immobiliser, Full Service
History, Extremely Comprehensive Service History (Spare Key, Old MOTs and Tax Discs, Original
Manuals, etc)

1994 - 993 C2 COUPE TIPTRONIC (BLACK) 99,000 MILES
Marble Grey Lthr Intr, Sunroof, Becker Radio, Electric Seats, Electric Windows, & Mirrors, Rear
Wiper, 17 " Alloy wheels, Full Porsche & Specialist Service History. (Just been Serviced)

1989 - 911 CARRERA 3.2 CABRIOLET (G50 GEARBOX) 124,000 Miles
Manual Gearbox, Matching Numbers Exmple, Iris Blue Metallic, Full Beige Intr, Matching Dark
Blue Hood, Fully Electric Softtop, Electric Windows/Mirrors, Period Correct Fuchs Alloy Wheels,
Comprehensive Service History, 10 Years With The Same Owner.

1989 - 911 CARRERA 3.2 CABRIOLET (G50 GEARBOX) 92,000 Miles
Manual, Matching Numbers Exmple, Black Metallic, Full Black Intr, Matching Black Hood, Fully
Electric Softtop, Electric Windows/Mirrors, Period Correct Fuchs Alloy Wheels, Full Service
History, 21 Years With The Same Owner.

PORSCHE BOXSTER S
2008/57 - PORSCHE BOXSTER (987) 24V SPORT EDITION 12,000 Miles
Black Lther Int. PASM/PASM/PCM-Sat.Nav./Telephone, , Climate Control, BOSE sound system,
CD changer, Colour Crest wheels, Xenons, New Brakes, Recently Serviced, Striking example.

PORSCHE CAYENNE TURBO
2005 PORSCHE CAYENNE TURBO TIPTRONIC (BASALT BLACK) 54,000 Miles
Turbo Specification, 4.5l V8 Turbo Engine, BOSE Soundsystem, SatNav, PCM Unit, Telephone
Unit, Active Suspension , Parking Sensors Front and Rear, Heated Seats Front and rear, Memory
Seats, M/F Steering Wheel, Xenons, 22 inch Alloys with New Tyres, Foldable TowHook, Very
Good Service History, One Previous keeper

FERRARI - MODELS FROM 1967 +
2006 FERRARI F430 SPIDER V8 MANUAL TITANIUM SILVER 28,000 MILES
6 Speed Manual, Titanium Silver Exterior, Rosso Leather Interior, Carbon Fibre Trim, Ferrari
Stereo with a telephone module, Manettino with Sports and track settings, Climate Control,
Ferrari Crested Headrests. FFSH.

2003 FERRARI 360 SPIDER F1 (GRIGIO SILVER) 28,000 miles
F1 Gear box, Grigio Silver Coachwork, Black Leather Interior, ASR, Chellenge Grill, Climate
control, CD changer, 19" Ferrari Alloy wheels, Full Ferrari Service History, Two previous
Keepers

1998 – FERRARI 550 MARANELLO COUPE MANUAL (SILVER) 53,000 Miles.
Navy Leather Interior Satellite Navigation with DVD ASR Sports Mode Electric Seats
Upgraded Radio & 6 CD-Changer Climate Control (Ferrari Service History)

1996- FERRARI F355 SPIDER (MANUAL) GIALLO MODENA 28,000 Miles
Giallo Modena Yellow, Full Nero Blck Int. Optional Sprts Mode, Electric Seats, Electric Hood,
Tonnau Cover, AC, R/Parking Sensors, Electric Windows & Mirrors, 18' Ferrari 355 Alloys,
Original Toolkit, FSH, Recently Serviced, This car has been known to us for a period of 5
years.

1973 – FERRARI DAYTONA 365 GTB/4 RHD (ROSSO RED) 38,000 Miles.
Black/Red Leather Interior Red Carpets Climate Control "Ferrari Classiche" Full Continuous
History Superb Provenance 3 Owners From New.

1967 – FERRARI 275 GTB/4 MANUAL LHD (ARGENTO SILVER) 59,000 Miles.
Full Black Leather Interior Detailed Restoration History Full History Original Build
Sheets/Sales Invoice/Tool Kit/Wallet/Hand Books Numerous Concourse & Awards Winner
Engine Rebuilt By Ferrari In Johannesburg 26,000 KMS Ago Comprehensive photos showing
The Repaint & Work Done By Ferrari Exceptional Condition Throughout.

1962 – FERRARI 250 GTE LHD MANUAL (NERO BLACK) 73,000 KM.
LHD, Rosso Red Lther Intr, Matching-numbers 2nd series, Ferrari’s First series-produced
2+2, Ferrari Classiche certified, Nardi S/wheel, Chrome-rimmed Vagila instruments,
Independent front suspension, live rear axle with semi-elliptic leaf springs & parallel trailing
arms, and four wheel disc brakes.

CLASSICS - AC / BENTLEY / JAGUAR / PORSCHE 356
1991 - AC COBRA LIGHTWEIGHT (BLACK METALLIC) 5,000 Miles.
1 of 26 RHD Lightweights Black Leather Black Metallic Coachwork with White Stripes Full
Black Leather Interior Full Weather Equipment Absolutely Stunning Condition Very Rare With
Approximately ONLY 26 Vehicles Manufactured.

1964 - PORSCHE 356 SUPER 90 COUPE LHD (SIGNAL RED)
1600cc Signal Red Coachwork Soft Beige Leather Interior Left Hand Drive 4 Speed Manual
Recent Restoration To Concours Standard Eligible For Many European Events

1962 - JAGUAR 3.8 MARK II AUTOMATIC LHD (BLACK) 16,478 Miles.
Automatic Black Coachwork Red Leather Interior Power Assisted Steering Wire Wheels
Recent Restoration To Virtually Concours Standard

1936 - BENTLEY 4 1/4 PILLARLESS COUPE (MIDNIGHT BLUE)
Grey Lthr Gurney Nutting Coachwork 1 Owner 40 Years Extensive History A True Classic
Completely Original Throughout & Has Been Exhibited At Luois Vuitton Concours D'Elegance
In Paris 2003. Sunroof Produced By Gurney Nutting Chassis Completely Original Throughout

1935 - BENTLEY DERBY 3.8L SALOON
A true classic. Completely original throughout and with a very well documented history.
Saloon, 3792cc, Petrol, 2-Axle Rigid Body, Chassis Frame no: B51EJ, Engine no: P3BP, Date
of First Registration: 30.08.1935, Had a Bare Chassis Restoration, rebuilt to the highest
standard. The restoration took over 5 years,

2010 - PGO BUGGY BR - 500 RCN PGO BUGRACER (WHITE) 700 MILES
Original PGO Buggy, Powered by a 500 cc Motorbike Engine, Steel Tube Frame, Right Hand
Drive, Road Legal, LCD Dashboard, Locking Differential, Hand Brake Reverse.

2008/57 - LAMBORGHINI GALLARDO SPYDER (NERO BLACK) 21.000 Miles
Paddle shift Gearbox (Automatic), Interior in Nero Leather with Yellow Stitching,19 inch
Lamborghini Crested Alloys with Yellow Callipers, Satellite Navigation, Fully Electric Seats
with Lamborghini Crests and Yellow Piping, Aluminium Crested Flat Bottom Steering Wheel,
Aluminium Dash Dials and Fascia Trims, Fully Electric Heated Seats with Lumbar Support
and Lamborghini Logos, Tracker Fitted, Bi-Xenon Lights, Full Official Lamborghini Service
History, recently Serviced, New Lamborghini Continental Tyres Fitted, An Immaculate
Example

2007 MERCEDES CLS CLS320 CDI (SILVER NETALLIC) 59,000 Miles
Diesel V6, Tiptronic (Automatic Gearbox), Full Black Lther Intr, SatNav, Telephone, TV
Module, TV Set in the Rear, CD Changer, Full Electric Seats, Heated Seats, Multi Function
Steering Wheel, El. windows & Mirrors, El. Folding Mirrors, Cruise Control, On board
Computer, Full Climate Control, ESP, Xenon's, Parking Sensors Rear and Front, 17' Alloy
Wheels with good tyres, Full Service History, Spare Key, all original Manuals present

Tel: +44 (0)208 202 8011 Fax: +44 (0)208 202 8013 www.hendonwaymotors.com
Address: 393-395 HendonWay London NW4 3LP email hwm@btconnect.com established 1952

www.hendonwaymotors.com
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FIRST
time for
EVERYTHING

Words: Jakob Ebrey Photography: Scott Mitchell/Jeff Bloxham

Renowned motorsport photographer Jakob Ebrey
always fancied racing but never got around to it. That
all changed when he bought a Porsche 924S and
entered the Pomeroy Trophy
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L
ike many of you, for years I’ve dreamt of
competing in motorsport, but circumstances
have always conspired against me. Then two
years ago I decided I needed a new toy to
reignite my racing ambitions. The criteria were

simple: rear-wheel drive, race-ready, with parts easy to
come by and no more than £3500. The Internet was
calling and the choices were simple: a bland one-make
racer or a Porsche 924. It was soon a done deal, a 1986
Guards Red 924S, located in south Wales and owned by
a chap called Ken Davies who took me for a full
rundown through the car. While I had always yearned to
own a Porsche, a 924S had never ticked any boxes for
me until I drove this one, which was simply brilliant.

But almost immediately work and time constraints took
over my life again and the Porsche, apart from occasional
outings, stayed garage-bound. Last November, however, I
passed my ARDS test and obtained my racing licence. It
was the incentive I needed to actually do something with
the car. I scoured the fixture lists of what I could do. Then
it hit me – The Pomeroy Trophy at Silverstone in February.
A fantastically diverse event that is run by the Vintage
Sports Car Club and caters for cars from all eras, from
Pre-war to current spec models. I applied to join the VSCC
as an associate member and entered the event – my
track debut was going to happen.The thing was, though,

the last time I’d been at any speed on a circuit was more
than a decade ago, and even then it was just on a
trackday in a 1.6-litre Ford Escort. Figuring I might
therefore need a booster, I booked myself on a 30-minute
Silverstone trackday session for novices. To say I was
gutted was an understatement. On every straight a car
with a few hundred horses more blasted past me, then I
had to follow them through the corners and built up no
rhythm in my short session. I had learnt the basic lines
around the track, but had not really gone fast.

I really thought that the Porsche would be faster, as it
was meant to be good for 150bhp and not weigh much. To
fix the problems I took it to Superchips’ rolling road. The
guys there were brilliant, and didn’t laugh too much when I
explained my predicament. The issue for me was their
findings: the Porsche was spot-on the original 150bhp
from the 2.5 litre engine. Therefore the problem could
only be the bloke behind the wheel not going fast enough
around the corners. The date of the Pomeroy was looming
and there was no chance to get back on track
beforehand. Yet I did squeeze in an oil change and ended
up fitting my shiny new red Luke harnesses at midnight
the day before the event.

The Pom comprises a series of driving tests in the
morning, and a 40-minute high-speed time trial in the
afternoon where you are set a number of laps to achieve.
First run in 1952, the Pomeroy Trophy is open only to road
legal cars and to control this you have to drive your car to
the event through a filter point where you present your
documents. I then headed to the track where I joined a
line of other cars for inspection for the ‘suitcase check’:

59911 & PORSCHE WORLD

POMEROY TROPHY 924

“A 924S had never
ticked any boxes for me

until I drove one”
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this is one of the quirks of the event, that your car must
be capable of accommodating two VSCC-specified
suitcases. But I’d got a little ahead of myself here; during
signing-on I discovered the suitcase checking takes place
later in the process. Signed on, I then purchased race
numbers but forgot to hand in my upgrade card to gain a
signature on my licence. Then, a moment of panic: would
the Porsche pass scrutineering? It sailed through.

In the assembly area my faded ’80s yuppie icon was
parked between a Saab and a Morgan. Two parking bays
down was a blue MINI Convertible that the lady owner
told me was used daily for the school run. There was
quite a collection of Porsches, including another 924S.
Also from Stuttgart was a 914/6 GT – the stuff of
Porsche dreams for me. To add to my joy there was also a
really well-sorted 3.0-litre 944 S2 in the hands of Timothy
Dutton, who normally works on Bugattis for his family’s
business, a pair of 1970s Carrera RSs, a 1973 Carrera E
driven by Nick Leston, son of former GP driver Les Leston,
a 2001 911 Carrera and a 2002 Boxster.

The first test was a slalom over the final section of the
track. After one recce run at slow speed we lined up in

numerical order: being car 86 meant a great deal of
waiting. Still, the friendly competitors are all enthusiasts
and chatting to them helped ease my nerves. Eventually
the Morgan ahead blasted off, and then it hit me – I’d
never done a proper standing start in my car!

The marshals directed me up to the start and
instructed me to start any time after the green light
came on. I raised the revs, dropped the clutch and left a
chunk of rubber engraved into the asphalt. I was now
officially competing in my very first motorsport event. My
mind was now focused. Don’t hit any cones – penalties
are applied for this. But most of all: reach the end of the
test in one piece. After I crossed the line I felt a bout of
delayed elation: I’d done it. As I rounded Copse on my way
to the second test I think I may have even punched the air
– I’d have known for sure had I remembered to switch on
my on-board camera…

Test two involved a standing start, then a heavy brake
to a halt in a coned-off garage-like area. I’d done one start
now, with lots of wheelspin, but had never before needed
to stamp on the Porsche’s brakes with great vigour.
Again, discretion had to be the key. Someone a few cars

Ebrey’s slightly scruffy,
but honest 924S makes
its track debut in the
Pomerory Trophy, one of
the perennials of the club
motorsport scene

Lots of Porsches – no
surprise there. But then the
Pom is open to just about
anything with four wheels.
A complex handicap
system levels the field so
just about anything can –
and has – win
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in front got it wrong, and had to repeat the task. “Don’t
mess it up” remained my mantra, and when a marshal
held his flag aloft, it was the signal that my moment had
arrived. A little less wheelspin than before, and I was
away… Aargh! I bottled it; braked far too early. At least the
test was penalty-free, but by being too cautious, was I
putting myself at the bottom of the times? I was here to
compete after all!

For the next test we were timed from a standing start
over a distance of 250m; the time to cover the next 250m
was also measured. Helmet on, gloves on, belts
tightened: blast off! A better start, first to second,
second to third. My gearing wanted me to change
halfway through Woodcote, the scene of heartbreak to
hundreds of racers in the past 60 years. I have always
been told you don’t lift here otherwise you will lose the
balance of the car, so I held third and changed on the exit
to fourth. After all, I need to finish the event with the car
intact. At least I remembered to turn on the camera.

Time for a quick bite to eat, check over the car, chat to
some friendly faces and then on to the main event: my

first time on track in a competitive situation against other
racers. The public address system blared out a message
that the three groups for the afternoon sessions would
now be combined into two. I was now in a batch that had
around 40 cars, rather than just 25: more cars, more
danger, as far as I was concerned.

Arriving at the assembly area really early enabled me to
watch the cars in the first batch brake and turn into
Brooklands. And by now the track was turning slippy, as
the temperature plunged and the earlier rain turned to
snow. Chatting with other competitors in the gathering
gloom, my shiny new boots seemed to mark me out as
the first-timer that I was. Ahead of me was the 944;
behind, a green 911 RS.

I was on row seven of the grid on the inside for the
rolling start. That meant 20-plus cars behind me: I couldn’t
afford to mess up. The value of some of these cars was
as much as my house. I couldn’t go slowly or they might
hit me: too fast and I could spin. I got into my car very
early, allowing extra time to worry. A marshal signalled
five minutes to go: the nerves rose and after two semi-
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Above: The Pomeroy Trophy
is only open to road legal
cars, which must be driven
to and from the circuit.
Must be capable of
swallowing the VSCC
luggage test too!
Below: Ebrey (left) and
James Beckett proudly
show off trophy for third in
class on their race debut
in MSVR Track Day
Challenge event

What happened next?
Some time has elapsed since I wrote about my adventures in the Pom, so when I casually signed off with “I don’t know when my next race will be…” Well, I do now! It was
a round of the MSV Track Day Trophy, which, unlike the Pom, is proper, all out, car v car combat.

The Track Day Trophy is designed to take novice drivers from the world of track days into circuit racing as conceived by Motorsport Vision, the circuit owning outfit run
by Jonathan Palmer.

It’s designed for two driver teams and features a multitude of classes to cater for all types of vehicles. The classes are devised and split on a power-to-weight basis. I
elected to race at Silverstone on the basis that it’s my local circuit and I could just drive the 924 there and not worry about trailers etc. My driving partner was
experienced Formula Fordster (one driver in the team must be a novice. That’s me then), James Beckett, well known in racing circles for his staunch support of the
Formula Ford cause and the man behind the hugely popular Walter Hayes Trophy event for historic F-Fords.

I won’t bore you with a lap-by-lap account of our derring do, except to say that we did the sum total of not a lot to the old 924, had a fantastically enjoyable day of
practicing and racing, and finished third in class and picked up a trophy. Amazing what you can do in a cheap 924.
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quick sighting laps, we were off!
Into Copse I held my line as a car in front spun off to

the outside. A front-wheel drive car had the moment of all
moments, but gathered it together. Faster cars swarmed
by on either side on the run down to Becketts: I found a
gap, braked, turned in and got on the power for the
straight towards Brooklands. I’d made it through the most
dangerous bit – this race was on! My plan was to stay out
of trouble, let the tyres come up to temp and then after a
few laps start to try to get faster and find my limits.

After a few laps the quick cars appeared in my mirrors,
including a 6.4-litre Farrellac Allard and an Aston Martin
GT4 that I last saw racing in the Le Mans in 2012. I got my
head down and started to think about my driving, braking
later and harder, carrying more speed into corners and
getting good exits. A group of quicker cars passed me, so
I followed them through Luffield, Copse and into Becketts.
Then it struck me: I can keep up.

I started passing cars and had memorable final corners
with the Saab that had been seeded next to me in the

running order. We ran side by side into the penultimate
corner: I braked later than before, turned in early and
nipped up the inside on the run out of Luffield to beat him
into Woodcote. I felt like a BTCC star on the run to the line.
I was then amazed to see the flag: 40 minutes had
elapsed in what seemed like 10. I had no clue how many
laps I’d completed. During the slowing down lap marshals
waved towards the cars – this now felt real, I’d done it.

The Results appeared in my inbox two days later –
because of the scoring and handicap system, it takes a
bit of time to calculate them. A brief scan revealed no
debut trophy, but then that was no big surprise! What
was a shock was that I managed to complete 28 laps: the
target set for me was 32. Being four laps off the target
was like an outright victory, and I finished just one place
behind the Aston Martin GT4 in the overall results. This
highlights the merits of the Pom: you can compete and be
competitive in any vehicle that you choose.

I don’t know when the next race for me will be, but if I
only do one event a year, it will be the Pom. PW
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CONTACT
WWaanntt  ttoo  kknnooww  mmoorree  aabboouutt  tthhee
PPoommeerrooyy  TTrroopphhyy  aanndd  ootthheerr
rraacciinngg  aaccttiivviittiieess  ooff  tthhee  VViinnttaaggee
SSppoorrttss  CCaarr  CClluubb??  GGoo  ttoo::
wwwwww..VVSSCCCC..ccoo..uukk

FFoorr  mmoorree  ddeettaaiillss  oonn  tthhee  MMSSVVRR
TTrraacckk  DDaayy  TTrroopphhyy
CChhaammppiioonnsshhiipp  ggoo  ttoo::
wwwwww..ttrraacckkddaayyttrroopphhyy..ccoo..uukk

A 944S2 and another 924S
kept our man Ebrey’s own
924 company. The
Pomerory Trophy really is
one of the most accessible
ways into motorsport
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BODY SHELL
PREPARATIONS
Full or part
preps to the
very highest
standards from
historic to
modern shell
mods. Coach
works available.

PREPFABMOTORSPORT
ENGINEERING LTDP O R S C H E

PORSCHE bodyshell & component manufacturers
Buy direct from the manufacturers

FOR ALL YOUR TRACKDAY & COMPETITION REQUIREMENTS – ROAD – RACE – RALLY

ENGINE/GEARBOX REBUILDS
We have a purpose built
engine/transmission build unit,
competition gearbox builds, diff setting,
race engine building - RING FOR DETAILS

NOW STOCKING
915 GEARBOX PARTS AVAILABLE FROM STOCK
RACE/RALLY RATIOS AVAILABLE,
MANUFACTURED TO THE HIGHEST SPECS
UTILISING ORIGINAL PORSCHE DOG RINGS.
STOCKING GEAR SETS @ £500/PR-
17.35/20.32/22.29/30.33/26.26
SINGLE PIECE BEARING RETAINER @ £210
BILLET DUAL RAMP ANGLE LSD UNIT @ £1585
ALL THE ABOVE PRODUCTS ARE OF THE
ABSOLUTE HIGHEST POSSIBLE QUALITY
MANUFACTURED EXCLUSIVELY FOR US TO
OUR SPECS BY THE LEADING PORSCHE
TRANSMISSION MACHINE SHOP AND ARE
TRIED AND TESTED NOT JUST BY OURSELVES
BUT BY MANY OTHER SUCCESSFUL
COMPETITIORS.
FULL BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE SERVICE
ON ALL PORSCHE GEARBOXES AND
DIFFERENTIALS-PLEASE CALL WITH YOUR
REQUIREMENTS OR JUST ADVICE ON RATIOS.

TOP QUALITY FIBREGLASS PANELS
RS Ducktail ....................................£350/€420
RH Drive/LHD dash top panel....£148/€180
3.0 RS type rear bumper ............£350/€420
3.0 RS type front panel ..............£350/€420
911s bumper with lip & notch
out ....................................................£200/€240
RS long bonnet..............................£250/€300
SC bonnet ......................................£240/€290
Turbo front wings (add
£45 for steel bowls)..........£300/€360 each
Turbo rear 1/4 panel..........£280/€340 each
Std 911 front wings (add
£45 for steel bowls) ........£245/€290 each
RSR rear spoiler (10kg) ..............£900/€1080

911 UNDERBODY PROTECTION
Front tank/under bodyguard in aluminium
full width, fits from front bumper back
rear of front wheel. Complete with fitting
kit (welding required) ................£290/€350
Rear engine/transmission guard, full
width covering heat exchangers level
with rear shock absorbers, cover rear
exhaust silencer going forward to centre
tuned at gear linkage point. Complete
with fitting kit (welding required)
£420/€500
Front & rear guards available with extra
‘skid ribs - add £100/€120
front/£150/€180 rear.
Rear available with clutch adjustment
access - add £30/€36.
Under body aluminium skidded floor
guard, covers whole centre section of car,
manufactured from high grade
lightweight with TIG welded sides and
strengthening skids....................£300/€360
Moulded under bodyguards, 2 pcs, fit on
each side of floors, eligible for historics
£300/€360 pair

Rear arch protectors - bond - on
£140/€170 pair

BILSTEIN COILOVER SHOCK ABSORBERS
Front coil over including spring etc (choice
of rates) complete uses original top
mount ..................£400/€480 pair exchange
Rear coil over - conversion inc threaded
tube, spring seats,
spring top and choice of
spring rates ............................£200/€240pair
Complete front Bilstein
leg & inset - new ................£460/€550 each
Rear Bilstein - 911 ..............£123/€148 each
Strengthening mods for front leg RING
FOR DETAILS

THE OFFICIAL SAFETY DEVICES
APPOINTED FITTING CENTRE
Stocking weld-in and bolt-in Porsche roll
cages.

Weld-in 911 ..........................................................
Full spec - CDS..............................£560/€670
Full spec - T45 ............................£960/€1150
Fitting prices to a stripped shell - CDS
£750/€900
T45 ..................................................£750/€900
TIG WELDED - Add £350

SD
911 bolt-in multi-point cage......£500/€600
door bars ..................................£46/€55 each
993 bolt-in multi-point cage ....£500/€600
door bars ..................................£46/€55 each
996 bolt-in multi-point cage ....£600/€720
door bars ................................£90/€108 each
NEW PRODUCTS
SD 911 rear half cage for
road use..........................................£295/€354
with diagonal ....£340/€408 inc fitting kits

PORSCHE 911 HIGH RATIO
STEERING RACK
Top quality 2.5 lock to lock (casing requiring
machining)..£360/€430 exchange
Turbo rod ends & Track arms
..................................................£150/€180/set

ONE PIECE QUICK RELEASE
PIAA LAMP POD
Latest design, fully adjustable on car
£895.00/€1074.00
Mill-spec bonnet connectors + loom
£260/€310

RSR TYPE FIA LEGAL ‘TURBO’ 4POT
BRAKE SYSTEM
Designed to bolt directly onto an SC front
hub and SC rear alloy arm.
Front kit consists of:2 Porsche 4 pot turbo
callipers, 2 cross drilled discs, adaptor
alloy bell to bolt to SC hub, all
bolts/fixings etc ..............£2000/€2200/set
Rear kit consists of: 2 Porsche 4 pot
turbo callipers, 2 cross drilled rear discs,
adaptor bracket to fit directly onto an SC
rear arm - no mods. All bolts/fixings etc ..
.............................................. £2000/€2200/set
Race pads for front/rear ....£148/€178/set

RSR rear turrets,
accurate
reproduction of the
original, necessary
for FIA use,
manufactured by
ourselves, in stock.

911 PROFILED AND SWAGED
LIGHTWEIGHT ALLOY DOOR CARDS
Machined closure slot, hole to utilise
original door release rod & supplied alloy
opening lever £140/€170/pr plus £60/€70
powder coated.

HYDRAULIC HANDBRAKE KIT
To suit standard 911 lever, £85/€100 alloy
lever assy complete replacement (retains
original heater flap controls)..£230/€276
Scrutineer compliant handbrake cable
kit............................................£120/€168.

TWIN BOX STAINLESS REPACKABLE
EXHAUSTS
Bolt directly onto SSI’s, sounds superb
with power gain £470/€560 complete kit.

911 PERSPEX WINDOW KITS
With slider & formed rear screen - top
quality ..............................£320/€390 full set
911 heated front screen ............£270/€320

911 WORKS RS SPEC DUAL CYLINDER
BIAS PEDAL BOX
Complete with cylinders - £470/€560
exchange, dash adjuster with machined
alloy turn knob..........£45/€54
Now available 964 bias pedal box
complete...................£470/€560 exchange

OFFICIAL MINILITE DEALER
Usually available from stock
15 x 5 1/2 aluminium minilite £105/€130
15 X 6 aluminium minilite £112/€135
15 x 7 aluminium minilite £125/€150
15 x 8 aluminium minilite £135/€160
15 x 9 NEW aluminium minilite £145/€170
15 x 10 NEW aluminium minilite £150/€180

www.prepfab.com
ALL PRICES + VAT @ 20% ALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED & WORLDWIDE SHIPPING

ALL PRODUCTS LISTED ARE AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE IN OUR NEW ON-LINE SHOP

ALWAYS WANTED 911 BODY SHELLS AND PARTS

FULL RACE/RALLY SPEC 915
Gearbox - EX STOCK!! Fully built up with all
new race ratios and billet LS differential and
new OE mainshaft /first gear. Exchange unit
required.
Our Price: £8,048.75/€9660

FOR COMPETITION VEHICLES FOR SALE, SEE OUR SISTER COMPANY AT www.richardlepleyracing.com

"911 direct
replacement
throttle pedal
fits directly
onto factory
rod
£120/€168.NOW AVAILABLE 16X6, 16X7, 16X8 AND COMING SOON MAGNESIUM

T:UK 0044 1427 858114, France 00 33 781 611 850

E:prepfabsales@btinternet.com

NEW PREPFAB
BUILD FULL
FIA RS 3.0
RALLYCAR
Reigers
mech.inj.motor
930 brakes,
fuel cell, short
rear steel
arms.
Call for
details.

NEW PREPFAB
REMANUFACT-
URED RSR
SHORT
REAR ARMS
Perfect
recreation,
original spec
RSR rear turrets.
Call for details.

LHD 911 RS
WIDE BODIED
PREPFAB SHELL
Newly built
tigged cage,
ultimate FIA
spec, all parts
available to
build. Call for
details.

Prepfab UK
Gainsborough DN21 1JT

Prepfab France - Langres 52250

We are proud to
announce the opening

of our new France
(Langres 52250)

premises.

LHD FIA RS 3.0
AVAILABLE

NOW-AS SHELL
OR FULL BUILD-

POA
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Race/Track Car Preparation

Vehicle Storage

Diagnostics

Performance Upgrades

Servicing & M.O.Ts

Race/Track Car Preparation
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PROJECT
WHITE
KNIGHT

Words: Matt Stone Photography: Les Bidrawn

GMG’s modded GT2 is the
very defintion of a ‘road
racer.’ Built for a straight
line public road event in
Idaho, its mission is to
accelerate to max speed
from a standing start and
hold it there for two miles
and average 210mph
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GMG’S GREAT WHITE SHARK
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W
ith no modifications whatsoever, the
997-series GT2 rolls out of Porsche’s
factory as a Lethal Weapon. Its twin
turbo, 3.6-litre Mezger six spools out 530
horsepower, and 505 pounds feet of

torque, ripping the car from 0-60 in about 3.6 seconds,
and to a top speed of 204 mph, so says Porsche.
Impressive, but not enough to make waves at the
annual Idaho Open Road race challenge. This event,
much like the original Silver State Classic race run in
Nevada, is a sanctioned and safety team supported
standing start high speed run race meet contested on
public roads, that are closed off by the state’s
transportation commission and Highway Patrol. These
are amazing events with a wide variety of cars and
competitors lining up to take the green flag and run
their car and skill against each other via the clock. The
Nevada event comprises a 90-mile stretch of road; the
Idaho run is a two-mile standing start pull from zero
to V-Max as quick as the car and driver can get
there, and hold on.

The particularly daring individual who owns this white
over black GT2 has a stable full of hot late model
Porsches, and is a frequent Global Motorsports Group
(GMG) customer. GMG has built several cars for this
customer over the years which include a 2007 GT2, 2012
GT2RS, 2010 GT3 and a 2011 GT3RS to mention a few.
There was some thought of upgrading the GT2RS for

Open Road race duty, but it’s an absolutely pristine car
and the owner didn’t want to strip it down and subject it
to the rigours of this type of competition, so he went
hunting for a new car for the job. GMG supports several
ALMS Pirelli World Challenge professional racing teams,
including four Audi R8s and a trio of Lamborghini
Blancpain Super Trofeo USA team cars, so GMG Vice
President Fabryce Kutyba and his staff of fabricators and
skilled technicians know how to make speed, and
make it last under WOT conditions. GMG’s Orange County,
California, 30,000 square foot premises are split into
“street” and “race” workshops, with complete
transparency between the two in terms of technology
and skills transfer. During our visit there were a few
wicked Porsches, plus a new McLaren, a sprinkling
of Lamborghinis and several current Ferraris. Although
they’ll also happily rebuild the suspension on your
Golf GTI.

The goal for this great white shark was straightforward;
it needed to be able to launch from a standing start and
run the measured course averaging 210mph or better. No
small amount of credit goes to the owner driver here as
well; although he prefers to remain anonymous, he’s an
obviously car savvy guy, in his mid-50s, who has
considerable skill and a lot in his life to lose, so a super
safe and ultra stable car was a must. So a combined
round of upgrades addressing safety, speed, rolling stock,
braking, suspension, weight reduction and aero was

“The goal was
straightforward. It

needed to be able to
launch and run the
course averaging

210mph”
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developed. A serious roll cage was a must. GMG’s own
chromoly cage is modelled on the factory bolt-in cage but
built out of 4130 chromoly tubing, that has been tig
welded and normalised and features CNC machined
couplers, all of which improve strength and eradicate all
the usual squeaks and creaks found in most bolt-in
modular cages. The seats are lightweight Sparco
competition buckets, equipped with Schroth full
competition multi-point harnesses and anti-sub straps.
Weight saving measures include custom lightweight
carpeting, carbon fibre floor panels, GMG’s Carrera Cup

carbon fibre doors with sealed, Lexan side windows, and a
carbon fibre hood. Interestingly the owner wanted to
maintain some minimal level of street civility so the air
conditioning, radio and satnav are retained. The AC is
particularly important since the new doors don’t have
opening side windows, and the system is needed to keep
the cabin palatable on the limited occasions that the car
is street driven, or while queuing up for a run. The audio
system gets little use (as if you could hear it at all over
the roaring exhaust) and of course the nav is superfluous
on a closed course, two-mile run at V-Max. But it’s there.
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Above left: GMG’s own
chromoly cage is modelled
on the factory bolt-in cage.
Interior weight saving
measures include seats,
carbon door panels and
Lexan side windows
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“It resembles what
a GT RS Club Sport
would resemble if
there were such a

thing ”
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Aero trim and stability
are critical when tootling
along at over 200mph, so
the team sharpened up

the GT2 profile a bit. The
factory installed wings
and splitters remain,
but to gain some
speed and enhance
stability, GMG bolted
on its own Daytona
Spec Carbon flat panel

for the undercarriage,
which the company

claims is good for 6mph
more top speed on the high

banks at Daytona, and a pair
of lightweight, aero efficient

Carbon Formula side mirrors.
GMG has built many a racing 911, so had all of

the suspension bits at hand, including its own World
Challenge Track suspension package, as used on several
of its ALMS and Pirelli World Challenge Series cars. The
pieces include JRZ/GMG RS Pro Dampers, GMG dog bone
kit, bump and toe steer kits front and rear, lower control
arm thrust bushings, RSR style thrust arms with anti-dive
and anti-squat geometry front and rear, lower control arm
bearing kit, and GMG WC multi adjustable anti roll bars.

The wheels are handsome, light and super strong
GMG World Challenge forged monoblock lugged alloys,
9.0x19-inch front, with 12.0x19-inch out back, wrapped in
Pirelli Super Trofeo R tyres. The brakes are based on
Porsche PCCB discs, running Endless pads and Endless
RF650 racing brake fluid.

All of the measures outlined so far make a safer, more
stable, better handling race car, but they don’t make it all
that much faster; at least not to the point of hitting and
sustaining well over 200mph. So a major horsepower
fortification was called for. The twin-turbo 3.6 remains
architecturally stock, but gets some major breathing and
neurological work on its way to something very close to
700bhp. The hardware mods include a popping, bellowing,
3.5-inch GMG WC-GT2RS Sport exhaust system, GMG

Sport manifolds, custom turbo inlet plumbing, custom
spec turbochargers and a very bespoke engine tune job
by GIAC. The newfound muscle is backed up by the
factory 6-speed manual transmission, fortified by a GMG
twin plate carbon/carbon clutch, a World Challenge spec
GMG OS/Gyken limited slip diff, a Numeric Short Shift kit,
GMG’s urethane trans mount plus a Carrera Cup model’s
shifter cables.

All said and done, a car that much resembles what a
GT2 RS Club Sport would resemble if there were such a
thing, that needs to average over 210mph, from a
standing start, over a two-mile measured closed course,
at about 6000 feet above sea level. What does such a
device cost? The ’08 GT2 retailed for a little over $190,000
US when new, and immaculate low mileage examples are
currently on offer for about the same. GMG’s tab for the
racecar makeover is another $110,000 so figure about
$300,000 as you see it in these photos – speed costs
money, how fast do you want to go?

The usual Porsche key fits into the normal Porsche
ignition switch mounted in the usual place, and the
engine fires up just like that of any other 911. Except it’s a
lot louder and more urgent and “cammier” sounding.
Kutyba and media coordinator Joe Foster (no relation to
the American professional road racer of the same name)
warn us that the dual carbon plate clutch is very “fast”
and needs to be feathered carefully to avoid a dump and
killing of the engine. And the battery is a bit low so
restarts will demand the use of a booster box until the
on-board battery charges up a bit. Threading my 120 kilo
chassis through the roll cage and into the snug racing
shell isn’t as difficult as I thought it would be, the harness
requires the usual amount of tugging and adjusting and
I’m in and ready to rock. In spite of all the warning about
the on-and-off clutch, I immediately kill the engine before
clearing GMG’s driveway. A very patient Foster hops out,
connects the booster leads, and the engine refires
immediately. OK, this time, more revs and more
feathering, and we’re away. The shift to second is drama
free, although I kill it again at the first stop sign. But the
battery charge is coming up so this refire requires no
assistance from outside voltage.

I kill the engine several more times on our brief run
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Above left: GMG’s World Challenge forged grey monoblock
wheels offset the white perfectly and look the business.
Internally the engine remains standard at 3.6-litres. Extra
power is generated by a GMG exhaust system, uprated
turbos and intercooler plumbing, plus bespoke mapping
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through Orange County’s industriopublic streets, but once
moving and rowing up and down the gearbox, all of the
clutch and feathering drama disappears. The clutch is a
little noisy, and there’s a little drivetrain rattle, but it’s all
very racecar like, and quite a thrill to say the least. The
experience is dominated by the engine noise, which
recalls the GT class starting line at Le Mans. I’m quite sure
that if one could pull off a really good launch without
killing the engine or frying the clutch, this is a three-
second 0-60 machine. You’d expect lots of upper rpm
horsepower, but the mid-range torque goes well beyond.
Deeper forays into second gear boost yield a serious
scrabble from the rear tyres as they break loose and hunt
for traction. Strange as it may sound, the power, ferocious
as it is, comes on with certain smoothness, instead of the
anticipated big bang. Kutyba notes that “the turbos have
a minimal amount of natural lag built in, and this
combined with the superb tune and a not overly
aggressive initial ignition curve, maintain just the smallest
measure of margin throttle modulation and civility.
Anyone can build a really high horsepower motor that’s
just undriveable, and may not survive long, but GMG
balances it all out to keep it a little ‘real.’ Sort of like a
mild atomic blast, were there such a thing.

The always patrolled public streets limit us to a few
quick zaps through the gears, and no meaningful
cornering experience, but as you’d expect the car

responds sharply to driver inputs to the steering wheel.
The ride is rough, noisy, and the car telegraphs the road
surface’s every pimple. These are among the differences
between ‘sport’ suspension setups and race proven track
hardware. GMG builds both, and has considerable
experience with the latter, and this GT2’s purpose is
clearly defined by its behavior. This car can be driven on
the road, but isn’t particularly street friendly, which of
course isn’t at all its brief. The invite is open to take some
laps in this car at our next mutual convenient open track
day, an offer we won’t refuse, as that’s the only place to
really let the great white shark off its chain.

So how did its most recent Idaho Open Road foray go?
The car owner has twice run and won the event in GMG
prepared Porsches, so his ability and expectations were
high going in. What he could not anticipate or counter
were the ringers that showed up to play. They included a
pair of Bugatti Veyron Vitesse Grand Sports driven by
American pro road racer Butch Lietzinger, which carried
the day. Our GMG WC GT2 and its owner finished third
overall with a sustained average speed of 211.9 mph
over the course of two miles. So he didn’t notch
another overall win, but eclipsed last year’s terminal
velocity of 198mph, and surpassed this year’s goal of
running over 210mph.

None too shabby, for a former street car running a CD
player, stock instrumentation, sat nav and air con. PW

CONTACT
GGlloobbaall  MMoottoorrssppoorrtt  GGrroouupp
33221100  SSoouutthh  SShhaannnnoonn  SSttrreeeett
SSaannttaa  AAnnaa,,  CCAA  9922770044  UUSSAA
PP..  771144..443322..11558822
FF..  771144..443322..11559900
wwwwww..GGMMGGRRaacciinngg..ccoomm

iinnffoo@@ggmmggrraacciinngg..ccoomm
ssaalleess@@ggmmggrraacciinngg..ccoomm

TThhaannkkss  ttoo  tthhee  TThheerrmmaall  CClluubb  ffoorr
uussee  ooff  ttrraacckk  llooccaattiioonn..
TThhiiss  aammaazziinngg  FFIIAA ggrraaddee  pprriivvaattee
mmeemmbbeerrss  cciirrccuuiitt  iiss  iinn  PPaallmm
SSpprriinnggss,,  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa..
FFoorr  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ddeettaaiillss  ggoo  ttoo::
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LOW PRESSURE?LOW PRESSURE?LOW PRESSURE?LOW PRESSURE?

Call 020 8903 1118 or visit www.jazweb.co.uk
Unit 1, The Mirage Centre, First Way, Wembley, Middlesex HA9 0JD

Private healthcare for your Porsche
Independent servicing and repair specialists for classic and modern Porsche
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we’ve grown unbelievable bodywork is more than Driven
This spring sees
Sportwagen double
their workshop size
to 8000 sq feet Factory tolerance restoration

Insurance repair work – only Porsche
Fully equipped modern workshop

Now offering a faster and more cost effective repair and
refinishing service – trade enquiries welcome

+44 (0) 1702 535350 www.sportwagen.co.uk

“when only the best will do”

A fast and cost effective repair and
refinishing service to all models of
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Trade enquiries considered.

Unequalled lifetime guarantee
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the
Ultimate
911?

Words: Keith Seume
Photos: Porsche Archiv

PORSCHE ARCHIVE

We’ll probably never see the likes of
Porsche’s incredible GT1 again. Built to
both win at Le Mans and to be the
ultimate road-going supercar, it was finally
killed off to release funds for the Cayenne
SUV project. But in its all-too short life, it
left an indelible mark on Porsche history...

Destined for a life in the Porsche
Museum, this second-generation GT1
‘Strasseversion’ still holds its head high,
representing the very pinnacle of 1990s
engineering design. It’s unlikely there
will ever be another Porsche quite like it

911 & PORSCHE WORLD 77

Y
ou can blame McLaren – or thank them. The
choice is yours, but it’s probably fair to say
that had the Woking-based Grand Prix team
and manufacturer of bespoke sports cars
not decided to go racing with its F1 supercar,

then maybe – just maybe – Porsche might not have
built the amazing GT1.

For years, Porsche had contested FIA sports car
events with machines that were clearly little more than
highly-modified road cars. OK, so saying ‘little more’ is
being flippant, but it’s essentially true. Historically
there had been no problem with this – as far back as
1976, Porsche had been dominant in Group 5 with the
911 Turbo-derived 935.

This legendary car had been developed for the FIA’s
Group 5 championship, otherwise known as the Special
Production Car category. This was a class open to all
production-based models eligible for the strictly-
controlled Groups 1 to 4, but with the rules relaxed to
allow further more radical modifications. However,
most importantly, there still had to be clear links
between a production car and the racer.

The 935 appeared towards the end of 1975 and was
based on the central ‘tub’ of the mainstream 930 (911
Turbo). It was equipped with coil-spring suspension as
pioneered in the Turbo RSRs of 1974, but the aluminium
semi-trailing arms were now those of the production
911, rather than the fabricated design featured on the
earlier cars.

Wording of the Group 5 regs stated that while the
original profile of the bodywork should be retained, the
material and shape of the wings (as in fenders, as
opposed to spoilers...) were free. In a bold move, Norbert
Singer’s team chopped off the upper part of each front
wing, including the headlights, thereby reducing the aero
drag at a stroke. The rest, as they say, is history. The
935 went on to become the dominant force in Group 5
competition, with numerous victories – both in class and
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overall – at many of the
world’s major events. Most
importantly, it was still
identifiably a 911...

But Porsche then
turned to other areas of
motorsport,
concentrating on the
development of full-on
race cars, such as the
mighty 956 and 962
endurance racers. The
production-based GT
classes – successors to
the old Groups 4 and 5 –
took second place behind
the factory’s efforts to
gain outright victory at Le
Mans and other big-
league endurance events.

Porsche was due to
branch out into the world
of IMSA racing in the USA,
using the 956 as the
weapon of choice, but it
was banned before it
even turned a wheel in
the series. The 962 was
then strangled by rules
which restricted its
power... It seemed as if
IMSA’s organisers didn’t
want Porsche to
steamroller its way over
the opposition, as it had
done in so many other
theatres of motorsport.

The series organisers
announced in 1994 that
they were going to
change direction, using
the WSC (World Sports
Car) prototype rules as a
base for future

championships. These
were carefully worded in
such a way that Porsche
would struggle – weight
limits and restrictors in
the inlet system rendered
current Porsche designs
unworkable, other than at
Daytona and Sebring
where rules were eased.

In August that year, the
ACO also announced that
it would accept cars built
to the WSC regulations in
the following year’s Le
Mans race, placing them
in a class to be called Le
Mans Prototypes – or LMP
for short. As IMSA had
relaxed the regulations
for its premier endurance
races, Porsche became
inspired to build a car to
contest Daytona, Sebring
and Le Mans, the result
being the TWR-chassied
WSC-95.

Initial results in testing
were not good, so poor in
fact that IMSA accused
Porsche of ‘sandbagging’
in an effort to mislead
other teams. Despite
Porsche’s protestations
to the contrary – they
even showed the
telemetry to back up
their argument – IMSA
placed yet further weight
and power restrictions on
the WSC-95.

Porsche withdrew from
Daytona and Sebring on
the basis that the new

regs made them
uncompetitive. Worse
still, Porsche CEO
Wiedeking withdrew his
support for contesting Le
Mans on the grounds that
the marketing benefits
didn’t justify the expense.
It would be another year
before the WSC-95 really
made its mark when the
Joest Racing entry driven
by Jones/Wurz/Reuter
won at Le Mans in 1996.

But as sweet as an
overall victory like this is,
for a company like
Porsche success in the
lower ranks was also
important. After all, these
were the classes that
customers could most
easily identify with.
Porsche had tried running

a 964-based 911 Turbo GT
at Le Mans in 1993, which
crashed out, leaving the
door open for the
normally-aspirated RSR
3.8s, which finished 1st,
2nd, 3rd and 4th in the GT
class. But looking at the
entry and results lists for
GT events in 1993, it was
now looking as if to have
a chance of winning,
you’d need a Porsche –
and a large wallet.
Porsche’s success once
again worked against it.

So in 1994 along came
a new championship, the
BPR Global GT Endurance
Series, which saw the
return of GT endurance
racing to Europe, and
later evolved to become
the FIA GT Championship.

As high-tech as the GT1
may have been, it was
still styled using
traditional methods
(above). Model (below)
shows Tony Hatter’s
original design was a
little closer to the 993
in terms of styling. Note
wrap-around tail lights
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Porsche has always
enjoyed a challenge and
any suggestions that it
would sit back and allow
the rule-makers to spoil
their fun were fallacious.
With Jaguar already
swinging its weight with
the TWR-built XJ220, it
was rumoured that the
likes of McLaren and
Bugatti were also ready to
take on the FIA GT
championship.

These were marques
which could be considered
direct rivals in the
marketplace and Porsche
needed to react. The
problem was that Porsche
had no suitable vehicle
with which to take on the
‘newcomers’ at this level,
and, due to poor sales,
funds were too short to
allow the development of
an all-new car.

The solution to the
problem came from an
unlikely direction. While
the 962 had been
developed as a full-on
competition car, pure and
simple, two companies
had built their own
versions that were
intended for road use.

Of the two, Vern
Schuppan’s carbon-fibre
962 was an obvious
choice, but the company
struggled to make ends
meet, so Porsche turned
to Jochen Dauer whose
own interpretation of the
962 in road trim would
allow it to be entered in
the lucrative GT1 class at
Le Mans.

As soon as word got
out, it was inevitable that
protests would come from
all corners, but Porsche
stuck to its guns and the
FIA (reluctantly) allowed
the ‘962 GT’ to contest
the 24 Hours in 1994.
Nobody – least of all

Norbert Singer – believed
a Dauer 962 could match
the pace of the much
faster Toyota Group C
cars, and they were right.
But the Toyotas proved
fragile and, in a classic re-
enactment of the old
story of the tortoise and
the hare, as the Toyotas
fell by the wayside, leaving
the Dauer 962 to cross
the line for overall victory.
And to rub salt into the
opposition’s wounds, a
Porsche 993 RSR 3.8 took
the GT2 honours, too.

Porsche had no official
representation at Le Mans
in 1995, and the absence
did not go unnoticed by
the marque’s fans. The
highest-placed Porsche-
powered car was the
Courage-Porsche of
Dalmas, Sekiya and Lehto,
which won LMP1
admittedly, but finished
second to a McLaren F1
GTR running in the GT1
class. McLarens also
finished 3rd, 4th and 5th.

The highest placed
Porsches in GT2 finished
behind a Honda NSX and
two Callaway Corvettes.

The poor showing
created uproar among
Porsche’s followers so a
hasty rethink of the
company’s race strategy
led to the decision to build
a dedicated GT1 car of its
own for the 1996 season.
Race director Herbert
Ampferer was under no
illusions about the need to
start afresh, as he is
quoted as saying ‘our steel
GT2 911 had no chance
against the carbon-fibre
chassis of the (McLaren)
F1. Our customers were
telling us to do something
– anything!’

Karl Ludwigsen, in his
seminal work Excellence
was expected, summed up
the situation perfectly:
‘The 24-hour race card
was played strongly in
Porsche’s post-Le Mans
discussions. It needed a
car that could stand a

chance of success there
under the prevailing rules.
While hedging its bets by
supporting Joest’s efforts
with the WSC-95, Porsche
also needed a car that
was consistent with the
look of the 911 Carrera on
which it had bet the
business. The racer also
had to be homologated as
a road car to have a
chance of being accepted
under GT racing rules... it
didn’t look easy.’ Easy it
may not have been, but if
McLaren could do it, so
then could Porsche.

At an early stage,
Norbert Singer and chassis
engineer Horst Reitter
made a bold decision
about the new car.
Although it was to help
boost sales of the
production 911 Carrera, it

“A hasty rethink of the company’s race
strategy led to a decision to build a

dedicated GT1 car of its own…”

PORSCHE ARCHIVE

Tony Hatter (middle of
the group standing by
the model) was given
the task of styling the
GT1, but CEO Wiedeking
was anxious it should be
instantly recognisable
as a Porsche. British-
born Hatter managed to
capture the essence of
the 911 perfectly

79911 & PORSCHE WORLD

As it was based on a
road-going ‘production’
car, the Dauer 962
allowed Porsche to enter
the GT1 class at Le Mans
in 1994. To everyone’s
amazement, it finished
first overall…
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would go against Porsche
tradition by featuring a
mid-mounted engine. But
the decision was not
made entirely, as one
might think, on the basis
of improved weight
distribution but largely for
aerodynamic reasons.

FIA GT rules stated that
cars must have a flat
undertray, extending as
far back as the centre line
of the rear axle. Behind
that, it was possible to
sweep the floor upwards
to create a venturi effect,
improving downforce
without adversely
affecting drag. The
problem from Porsche’s
standpoint was that a
rear-mounted engine
(long the hallmark of a
‘real’ Porsche) would
infringe on the venturi,
negating any

aerodynamic benefits
that might otherwise
have been available.

Porsche’s first designs
drew heavily on the then-
current 993 model. At the
front of the car, a near-
horizontal radiator helped
reduce frontal area, with
ducts guiding the cooling
air up and over the roof.
The windscreen itself was
that of the 964
Speedster, which allowed
the roof line to be kept
low – the GT1 stood a
mere 43ins to its highest
point, the trademark air
duct that fed cooling air
to the proposed
intercooler.

The overall styling of
the car was a
masterpiece, handled by
Tony Hatter under the
guidance of Harm Lagaay.
The result was a body
that clearly resembled

that of the current 993
and forthcoming 996,
which was at that
stage still on the
drawing board, meaning
it was a race car with
which the man in the
street could readily
identify. Well, as long
as he squinted a bit...

Hatter found
working alongside the
race department an
interesting experience,

quite unlike any he’d
previously experienced as
time was very much of
the essence.

Certain parts of the
design were familiar
territory for the English
designer as the front end
featured the headlights
and blended bumpers of
the 993, but styling the
wide wings was a
challenge if they were to
cover the wide wheel and
tyres demanded by the
race engineers, without
detracting from the
established 911 profile.

As the design process
progressed, once again
Wendelin Wiedeking came
under pressure to give his
approval to the new race
project. He had failed to
give his blessing to the
WSC-95 Le Mans effort,
and had only reluctantly
agreed to funding the

Dauer 962 attack on the
GT1 class at La Sarthe –
now he was being
expected to loosen the
purse strings to fund a
project which would cost
even more.

But the timing was, for
once, right – sales of the
new 993 were strong,
notably those of the
recently-released 993
Turbo and race-ready GT2
models – so Wiedeking
gave his approval, as long
as it ‘looked like a 911 at
first glance...’.

Although there was
money to fund the
project, Wiedeking was
watchful to make sure
the company’s new
profits weren’t being
squandered. This meant
that Reitter couldn’t
incorporate a carbon-fibre
chassis like that of the
rival McLaren, so the GT1,
as it came to be called,
retained the 993’s
dashboard and most
major panels ahead of it.

This would save money
but also allow the new
car to side-step the need
to gain crash test
approval, at the same
time making it possible to
install the 993’s
dashboard in the
proposed road-going
version to further save

Ferry Porsche
(below centre) was
delighted when he
examined the first
of the street
versions of the
GT1. With the
bodywork
removed, pushrod
rear suspension is
clearly visible

“It was a race car with
which the man in the

street could identify…”

Much of the design
work for the GT1
was carried out on
a computer – a
first at Porsche.
Note the short
roof scoop and the
relatively modest
rear spoilers on
this design for the
Strasseversion
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cost and design time.
A rigid roll-cage

encased the driver and, in
a similar fashion to the
old 935, extended
forward to the front
suspension pick-up
points, adding stiffness
without the need for a
costly purpose-built
spaceframe. Behind the
driver, the cage extended
to similarly brace the rear
suspension.

Porsche had already
dispensed with its
traditional torsion bars
with the advent of the
964- and 993-series 911s,
so it was natural to follow
suit with the GT1. Double
wishbones with coil-
springs were used all
round, the coil-over
damper units at the rear
operated by pushrods.

The decision to use coil
springs and wishbones at
the front wasn’t as
straightforward as one
might imagine thanks to
the need to retain the
993’s inner wings which,
naturally, had been
intended for use with a
MacPherson-style vertical
spring/damper unit.

To overcome this
problem, Horst Reitter
came up with a design
incorporating short upper
wishbones and a heavily
inclined damper unit,
acted upon by the lower
wishbone.

Wind-tunnel testing
began in September
1995, just two months
after the project had
been given ‘royal approval’
by Wiedeking, and took a
little over a month to
complete. During this
period, minor changes
were made to the design
of the roof intake and the

rear lights – the original
plan had been to use
wrap-around light units
similar to those of the
production 993, but this
idea was shelved in the
search for improved
airflow at the rear.

Motivation for the GT1
was to be provided by a
twin-turbocharged
3164cc water-cooled flat-
six engine, producing
some 600+bhp at
7200rpm, along with
480lb ft of torque at
5500rpm. This unit,
designated M9680, was
essentially the same as
that used in the Dauer
962 Le Mans car in 1994.

Water-cooling was
chosen principally as a
way to reduce engine
noise – so-called drive-by
noise tests for road cars
were becoming ever more
strict in Germany (don’t
forget, the GT1 was being
developed for both road
and track...) – the water-
jacketed cylinders being
used in conjunction with a
production 911 crankcase.

The engine – it can be
considered the forebear
of the water-cooled unit
used in the forthcoming
Boxster and 996 models –
was bolted to a six-speed
transaxle unit, power
being transmitted via a
single-plate clutch.

Work on finalising the
bodywork continued
through the autumn of
1995, and in January ’96
the first two chassis were
completed, as was the
final dyno testing of the
engine. One chassis was
destined for use on the
road version – necessary
to gain homologation for
FIA GT rules.

While unveiling a road-
legal model would be a
great PR coup for
Porsche, all eyes were set
on the full competition
version – after all,
Porsche’s Le Mans
reputation rested on it.
The first example, chassis
number 001, was
completed mid-March.
Resplendent, if that’s the
right word, in bare Kevlar,
but bearing the logos of
the Warsteiner brewery
and Mobil 1 oils, the
menacing-looking GT1
was ready for its first
drive on the Weissach
test track at the hands of
Jürgen Barth.

Second generation GT1 is
recognisable by its 996-
style ‘fried-egg’ headlight
arrangement. Photo shows
wind-tunnel model at an
early stage. Posters
proclaimed the GT1’s Le
Mans victories – Porsche
had every right to be proud

Roll-out of the GT1/98 was
cause for celebration at
Weissach. Few doubted it
would be anything other
than successful, but even
fewer expected it to be so
short-lived…
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After a few cautious
laps, Barth returned to
speak with the waiting
engineers before heading
out once again for some
rather more rapid circuits
of the test track. The
results were impressive
to say the least – it was a
case of drinks all round
for the team once the car
returned to the workshop.

A few days later, a
rather different version of
the GT1 was being
readied for its debut.
Powered by a normally-
aspirated 3249cc engine
producing ‘only’ 300bhp,
the Strasseversion, or
road version, was
registered as a Porsche
993 GT1 in April 1966 and
was rolled out in plain
white paint, devoid of any

extraneous trim or
badging. It was destined
to join the Porsche team
at Le Mans for the test
day later that month.
Homologation paperwork
stated that the car had a
maximum speed of just
150mph...

At the Le Mans test day
a second race version
appeared, chassis number
002. Together the two
cars put on an impressive
show, with 001 ending the
day 11th fastest overall,
and second fastest GT1
car, in the hands of
Thierry Boutsen. 002 was
15th fastest. At the Le
Mans 24 Hours itself,
chassis number 002 was
joined by 003, 001 having
been ‘retired’ and
destined never to race.

Le Mans was a
resounding success, for
Porsche’s WSC-95
finished first overall, with
the two GT1s in second
and third places –
astounding results for a
brand new GT competitor.
The McLarens? Nowhere –
well, 4th, 5th and 6th, but
most importantly behind
the Porsches... The GT1
had arrived.

The success at Le Mans
set the telephones
ringing at Weissach. Barth
reports that on the
Tuesday after the race,
they received 10
telephone calls from
people wanting to buy
the Strasseversion. The
problem was that
potential customers were
put off when they heard
that the engine produced
‘only’ 300bhp.

This brought about a
rethink and when the first

customer cars were
delivered in April 1997,
they were powered by a
544bhp engine.

There were several
relatively minor
differences between the
road and race versions,
including the use of a
dual-mass flywheel, a
limited-slip differential (as
opposed to a locked
‘spool’), a smaller fuel
tank and steel, rather
than carbon, brake discs.
There was a price
difference, too: the race
version cost $1,000,000,
making the street version
a positive bargain at just
$887,500.

Over the next two
years, development work
on the GT1 continued,
giving rise to the GT1/97
and GT1/98, the latter
benefiting (at last!) from a
full carbon-fibre
composite chassis.

Both road and race
versions were built, and
they were still very
obviously siblings of the
production 911 – the /97
and /98 versions even
featured ‘fried egg’
headlights similar to
those of the new 997-
series 911s.

After a slightly
lacklustre 1997, when
both factory-entered
GT1s retired, a Porsche
AG GT1 achieved the
company’s 16th Le Mans
victory in June 1998, with
its team mate in second
place. Just one day later,
Wendelin Wiedeking
announced that Porsche
would now be working in
collaboration with
Volkswagen on the design
and production of a new
SUV – the Cayenne.

The announcement was
followed by the news that
Porsche would no longer
be campaigning the GT1.
In fact, the Cayenne
project meant that there
was effectively no money
left in the pot to go
racing at all.

A sad end for the GT1,
maybe, but it was a
project which proved that
Porsche was not a
company to be trifled
with. After all, when
Porsche says it’s going
racing, it means it... PW

If you need proof that the GT1 was conceived jointly as a
road and race car, just take a look at these photos. Quite
what other road users made of the GT1 is hard to imagine

Naked GT1/98 shows off its
carbon-fibre chassis. This
was a long-awaited
upgrade which allowed
Porsche to dominate the
1998 Le Mans. Immediately
after the event, the GT1
programme was cancelled…
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T: 01865 331234  E:  ku.oc.mrafotua@pohskrow W: www.autofarm.co.uk

Autofarm (1973) Ltd, Oddington Grange, Weston-on-the-Green,  

Independent specialist for servicing, repair,  

Please quote WO14 

on ANY mechanical work  
in our main workshop

Free MOT with your service  
when you spend over £500 + VAT

delivery within 25 miles

FOC whilst you wait  
(1990 models onwards)

Winter Workshop  
Spe rs for 2013/14

Discounts available from November to February

HP MOTORSPORT

� Full Engine Rebuilds
� Gearbox Rebuilds
� Porsche Servicing
� Routine Maintenance
� Fixed Price Servicing
� Brake Replacement
� Clutch Replacement
� All Electrical Repairs
� Air Conditioning Repairs
� Pre MoT Checks

HP Motorsports are an Essex/East London based company
specialising solely in Porsche cars. We have all diagnostics
to cater for later models as well as early test equipment for
924, 944, 968 and 928's.

We offer full engine/gearbox
rebuilds for all model's from
air cooled (our favourite) up to
997 as well as servicing and
routine maintenance. 
Having worked on all sorts of
Porsche's since 1983 we
bring many years experience to
our customers

SPECIALISTS IN EVERYTHING PORSCHE

HP Motorsports, Unit 6a, Bracken Industrial Estate, 185 Forest Road, Essex IG6 3HX 
Tel: 020 8500 2510 

www.hpmotorsport.co.uk
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PORSCHE  PARTS

www.douglasvalley.co.uk

d

WORKSHOP FACILITIES -
servicing, repairs, diagnostics, inspection
engine & gearbox rebuilds, MOT work

FULL BODYSHOP & REPAIR
FACILITIES - paintwork, bodystyling &
conversions, restoration, welding,
accident damage repairs, bespoke
modification i.e backdates/updates

NEW AND USED PARTS -
any part for any Porsche, from engines
and gearboxes, body panels to
small trim parts

LIGHTWEIGHT COMPOSITE
PANELS - manufactured in house
panels and styling conversions. All
models from early SWB 911's to 997 RSR
Supplied in fibreglass, Kevlar or carbon
doors, roofs, bonnets. The list is endless

REPLICA 962S AVAILABLE SOON

3.2 TO 2.8RS

www.clubautosport.co.uk
Porsche Specialists since 1971

Next day delivery or collection

Tel: 01384 410879
email: richard@porscha.co.uk or mick@porscha.co.uk

Park Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63 2RA
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W
hen asked about why he named his
business “Elephant Racing” Chuck
Moreland is thoughtful: “That’s easy –
like elephants, all proper Porsches have
their trunks in the front.” While 928, 924,

944, 968, Panamera and Cayenne enthusiasts may or
may not readily agree with him, this clever, somewhat
whimsical notion also embraces Boxster and Cayman
drivers too.

As with so many independent specialist businesses,
Moreland’s company, founded in 2002, stemmed from a
few product ideas, and was essentially born on his
dining room table. He had a racing Porsche, and felt he
could improve on its handling and performance.
Elephant’s core product line is suspension and handling
related, from the supply of stock suspension bushings
and bearings, to fully adjustable race level stuff and
bespoke highly tuneable shocks and struts.

Elephant produces and supplies products for the
earliest 356 models, right up through torsion bar 911s
and including the latest water-cooled Carreras, Boxster
and Cayman. Another fundamental aspect of
Elephant’s business is high quality oil cooling upgrade
systems. Its innovative cooling oil tubes for 911s
feature a subtle knurled fin pattern turned onto the
outside of the tubes, with the tiny finlike finish letting
the tubes themselves serve as cooling elements.

Also particularly trick is Elephant’s dual oil cooler
system, which adds a second oil cooler hidden within
the 911’s driver side wing, just aft of the headlight.
Double the cooler capacity, with a slight increase in oil
volume; perfect for heavy duty, track, or extreme
climate use. The system uses factory Porsche

THE ELEPHANT
IN THE ROOM

ELEPHANT RACING CAN
SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVE THE

HANDLING OF YOUR AIR-
COOLED PORSCHE AND THEY

CAN KEEP IT COOLER TOO. WE
DROP IN FOR THE GUIDED TOUR

Words and photography: Matt Stone
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coolers, and looks absolutely Stuttgart engineered
and installed.

That OEM level look appeals to Moreland’s
engineering background, and is a critical feature of
Elephant’s product line and development philosophy.
All products are designed, engineered and modelled on
three dimensional computer-aided design equipment,
then test-fitted and evaluated on Elephant’s own cars.
Elephant’s catalogue now includes hundreds of part

numbers, according to Moreland, “taking into account
that everybody’s car, goals, and needs are different,”
noting that his staff does its best to spec out and
tailor each suspension kit to each individual owner and
their very specific needs. One of Elephant’s most
important investments along those lines is a shock
absorber dyno that allows very precise tuning of each
damper; there’s no farming out or subcontracting

involved here; everything is made in-house. Shocks and
struts are assembled in a “clean room” style
environment to ensure there’s no particulate
contamination of any kind in the component build.

About half of Elephant’s business is direct sales to
primary users including several racing teams; the other
half is to shops and dealers of all sizes. North America
represents about half of the company’s business; the
rest is sprinkled around the world, with Europe, the UK,

and Scandinavia being particular markets for them.
One development and display tool has proven

popular and beneficial; it’s loosely termed the “rolling
chassis,” not in the classic definition of a roller, which
would be a body chassis, without an engine and
drivetrain, that rolls on the car’s own road wheels,
tyres and suspension. In this instance, the term
describes an entire 911 body/chassis structure fully

THE SPECIALISTS: ELEPHANT RACING

87911 & PORSCHE WORLD

“One of Elephant’s most important investments
is a shock absorber dyno for tuning each shock”

Below: Elephant Racing
builds its own struts and
dampers on site
Right: Rolling bodyshell
showcases the Elephant
Racing product range

Above: Bespoke oil cooler
pipework. Right: Elephant
Racing’s high-capacity oil
coolers keep air-cooled
engine even cooler. Ideal for
track work and areas where
air temperature is an issue
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stripped of powertrain and interior, mounted on a large,
wheeled dolly. The corners are fitted with a variety of
Elephant’s suspension hardware, chassis stiffening
components, oil tubes, coolers, and hoses. This allows
the team to test fit pieces under development to a real
car, and allows customers to see how the company’s
products install and fit together. The team often hauls
this display to trade shows, swap meets and race

meetings as a sales tool. Moreland notes that it’s
“always a conversation starter.”

Elephant’s quarters, located in a light duty industrial
area about an hour south of San Francisco, are neat
and efficient; with offices, showroom and CAD design
stations up front and the shop, shipping/receiving,
machine tools and assembly areas in the open space
out back. Elephant is not a working service shop per

se; you don’t go there for oil changes and tune-ups, but
they will install their own products. Purchase
Elephant’s shocks, an oil cooler setup, or suspension
system, and they’ll install it and set it up on site for
you. Moreland emphasises that there’s no such thing
as one size fits all solutions when it comes to high
performance handling upgrades; even though much of
the hardware in the varying packages is the same,

bushing, shock, spring rates and the adjustability allow
them to tailor each kit and install to the specific needs
and desires of each owner/driver, and the particulars
of their car.

Moreland and his enthusiastic staff are more than
willing to let you check out the “junk in the trunk,” so
pay them a visit next time you’re in the Silicon Valley
area shopping for Porsche performance. PW

“There’s no such thing as one size fits all
solutions when it comes to handling”

Above left: Rolling shell is
taken to shows etc to
demonstrate products and
can be used to test fit new
components. Above: CAD is
used to develop new parts
and components

Below: Main man Chuck
Moreland (left). As is often
the way with these things,
Moreland developed parts
for his own 911 and then
realised he had a business
opportunity on his hands

CONTACT
EElleepphhaanntt  RRaacciinngg
662255  NNuuttttmmaann  SSttrreeeett
SSaannttaa  CCllaarraa,,  CCAA  9955005544
UUSSAA  
FFaaxx  11  440088--229977--22778899
wwwwww..eelleepphhaannttrraacciinngg..ccoomm
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JASMINE PORSCHALINK UK    
TEL : 01 282 69 71 71      www.jasmine-porschalink.co.uk     Porscha Centre, Nelson, BB9 6RY 
SERVICING   PARTS   MOT   SPARES   REPAIR    RACE & TRACK PREPARATION  

TEL : 01 282 697171 
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Limited

www.elitemotortune.co.uk
NORTHAMPTON Tel: 01604 757510

Porsche specialist for over 30 years

Servicing for all Porsches

Up to 40% off main dealer rates

Courtesy cars available

Close to Northampton train station
(Direct lines to London & Birmingham)

Recent new workshop with latest
German technology and 7 service bays

2003 3.6, Coupe, Black, 996 C4S, FSH,
Immaculate Thoughout, 57,000 miles

2001 Coupe 3.4L, Midnight Blue,
Manual, 18’’ Turbo Wheels, 81,500 miles

www.yorkshireclassicporsche.co.uk
Leeds Road, Collingham, Nr Wetherby, West Yorkshire LS22 5AA

Porsche Carrera 4 £31,995

Yorkshire Classic Porsche
Yorkshire’s No. 1 choice for
classic to modern Porsche

Please call us on 08434 996 911

2008 Convertible Black 3.8, Massive
Spec, Totally Immaculate, 52,000 miles

1991 Ultra Low Mileage 964, RS Spec,
Fantastic Service History 58,000 miles

Porsche 911 Carrera 4 S £33,995

Porsche Carrera 4 £12,995

Porsche 911 Carrera 4 S £19,995
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Quality. Performance.

Special powder coating treatment
for superior protection and long
service life

Highest quality spring steel  
for lightweight durable
long-term performance

Durable spring seat & locking ring
High quality aluminium alloy with 
robust Tr52x1.5 trapezoidal threads

Heavy duty mounting brackets
engineered for extreme use and

Upside down mono-tube shock
for reduced side loading and
precise alignment
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THE ORIGINAL
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S
omething just a little
out of the ordinary for
our regular how-to
feature this month.
Not a repair or an

overhaul or even an upgrade,
as such, but instead the chance
to follow, pretty much from start

to finish, a 12-month or 12,000-
mile service on a standard,
run-of-the-mill and thus entirely
typical 996-model 911 Carrera 2.

Our purpose, as usual, is
twofold. First and foremost – for
those who are willing and able to
tackle the work themselves – to

show what is involved. (Which,
relatively simple though it is, could
also be rather more wide-ranging
than you might imagine.) Or else, if
you wish to have professionals do

it for you – whether at a Porsche
Centre or by a good independent
specialist – what they ought to be
doing in return for your money.
And why, of course.

Initial checks include interior equipment – down to details like vanity-mirror covers and fuel-cap seal –
as well as lubricating all locks and hinges. Sunroof still slow, though, even after extraction of some
unknown previous technician’s spray nozzle. Autologic system tester (far left) reveals and records –
but also clears – fault codes. Brake fluid tested for moisture – and as a result subsequently changed

LOOKING FOR TROUBLE
Story and photography by Chris Horton; workshop services by Simon George (aka Tad) at Autofarm, Oxfordshire

The heart of any effective servicing regime must still be the time-honoured oil and filter change,
but maintaining any Porsche in first-class condition is as much about inspecting it for future

problems and breakages as it is about renewing fluids and components. Here’s how that principle
is applied to a typical 996 – and the 986 Boxster is in many respects identical
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HOW-TO: 12K SERVICE FOR YOUR 996 CARRERA

Either way, there can be little
doubt that whatever may be this
hugely popular model’s now fairly
well-known weaknesses – or its
many strengths, for that matter –
its useful working life can be vastly
lengthened (and its residual value
thereby maintained) by not just
the traditional engine-oil and filter
change, but also by the regular,
focused and above all thorough
inspection of the entire vehicle
that so readily goes with it.

Think of it as an extended walk-
round; the sort of thing that pilots

are required, by both aviation law
and straightforward common
sense, to do before each and
every flight. You won’t necessarily
unearth any existing or nascent
problems – and in some ways that
can be as disappointing as
spotting something vital and
expensive that has either broken
or worn out, or else is about to do
so – but in every other respect it is
the classic win-win situation.

You get the chance – potentially,
anyway – to fix any breakages on
your own terms and in your own

Coolant tank’s bleed-valve housing has clearly been leaking; another similar car shows how side of
tank can split. Leaving dipstick pulled out acts a reminder later to refill sump with oil. Power-steering
reservoir had too much fluid in it, so Tad actually sucked some out rather than put some in. Air filter
is not normally removed for 12,000-mile service, but dead easy to do – just make sure that you don’t
displace the two mounting rubbers – and offers an excellent view of poly-rib belt and its rollers

Single engine-lid strut was quickly found to be too weak to hold the lid in the upright position, so
Simon George – known to all and sundry as Tad – makes do with his clearly much-used adjustable
prop (middle pic); front-lid struts were OK. Both panels have their latch mechanisms flipped over to
the ‘shut’ position, though, to switch off interior lights for the duration of the workshop stay. Avoids
potentially flattening the battery, as well as heat damage to the surrounding trim from the bulbs

THE KNOWLEDGE: AUTOFARM’S SERVICING CHECKLIST
One of the minor difficulties as far as DIY servicing is concerned is in knowing precisely
what you are meant to check, and when. That varies from model range to model
range, of course, and sometimes quite widely within any such group. Set out below,
then, is Autofarm’s basic 12,000-mile checklist for the standard 996 in all its forms
barring the Turbo, GT2 and GT3, which should help you work out your own routine.
The 986-model Boxster, unsurprisingly, uses exactly the same pro forma.

There are, as you will see, some notable apparent omissions from this none the less
quite long list. Spark plugs and the engine air filter, for instance, are changed at
24,000-mile intervals – or in the case of the spark plugs every four years, if that comes
sooner. Also at 24,000 miles the wheels are removed for both inspection and accurate
measurement of the friction-pad and disc thickness.

Every 48,000 miles you will be changing the fuel filter (pre-2001 cars only), the
poly-rib belt (at the same time checking and if necessary renewing any worn
tensioners/rollers), and obviously the spark plugs again. Manual transmission oil is
changed at 96,000-mile intervals, ditto the ATF (automatic transmission fluid) and its
associated filter in the combined Tiptronic transmission and final drive. Also changed
at this interval is the oil in the Carrera 4’s front final drive.

Time-wise, any roll-over protection device (911 Cabriolet and Boxster) is inspected
and tested every two years, as is the brake fluid in all cars. Airbags are inspected and
tested every four, eight and 10 years, and likewise all rubber mounts (ie engine,
transmission, sub-frames, suspension etc).

TEST-DRIVE
Brakes, handbrake travel; steering, clutch, transmission, gear change;
suspension dampers, handling and road-holding; heating and ventilation (including
air-conditioning); instruments and warning lights; engine performance, exhaust smoke

DIAGNOSTICS
Test with appropriate hardware (in Autofarm’s case using the Autologic system),
read out and record fault-code memory

CHANGE
Engine oil and filter element
Cabin pollen filter

CHECK
Poly-rib belt (ie engine auxiliary drive-belt) condition
Oil hoses and connections – for damage and leaks
Engine – for oil leaks
Coolant hoses, radiators, anti-freeze strength
Tyres: tread depth, pressures – and spare wheel, where appropriate
Brakes: hydraulic lines for corrosion and other damage, plus leaks;
examine discs for wear ridges and corrosion; ensure that all four wheels spin freely
Wheel bearings for noise and/or excessive play
Suspension joints for excessive movement; inspect dust covers for damage
Steering: all links, joints and dust covers for wear, damage etc
Clutch – for correct free play in linkage, also operation (ie full separation)
Heating and ventilation system: controls, operation, overall performance
Doors and lids (including sunroof, Targa roof and Cabriolet hood where applicable):
correct operation, including all safety locks and interlocks; lubricate as required
Check and clear all water drainage channels
Power-steering fluid level; also brake fluid for level and water absorption
Transmission (ie combined gearbox and final drive) oil level
Lights, horn; windows, door locks, mirrors; heated rear window, windscreen wipers
and washers, headlamp washers where fitted; seats and seat-belts

VISUAL INSPECTION
Underside of vehicle and engine compartment for leaks, or chafing damage
to any hoses, pipes, cables etc
Engine and transmission for coolant or oil leaks
Fuel system for correct routing and security of all pipes; check for leaks
Drive-shaft couplings and dust covers
Exhaust system for condition, security, leaks etc

CHECK LEVELS
Engine coolant, battery electrolyte, screenwash fluid

FINAL TEST-DRIVE
Check all systems, and reset service light (if applicable);
check again engine oil and coolant levels
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time; and no less usefully to deal
with any approaching failures
before they become more serious,
more expensive or possibly even
dangerous. The inescapable fact is
that simply looking at your
Porsche’s inner workings – even
really looking at them, at an
almost forensic level – costs
virtually nothing. And the better
you know your car, so naturally the

more you should enjoy it.
Speaking of costs, our chosen

partner for this exercise,
Oxfordshire-based independent
specialist Autofarm, is currently
(November 2013) charging £299
plus VAT for what in this case
amounted to the better part of a
day on the lift. (It’s the same figure
for Carrera 4s, Cabriolets and
Targas – even the Turbo. The GT3

costs a little more because of the
higher-grade engine oil required.)
Interestingly, UK Porsche Centres
are for the same C2/C4 service
now charging £265 including VAT,
but £325 and £375 for the GT3
and Turbo/GT2, respectively.

Whether any of those figures
weaken the economic argument
for getting out there and getting

your hands dirty is for you to
decide. Bear in mind, too, that the
professional will – or certainly
should, anyway – have both the
experience and the specialised
diagnostic kit that you almost
certainly won’t, and in Autofarm’s
case will provide for each
customer not only a detailed
before-and-after report on the car,

Underside reveals, if not ‘problems’, as such, then certainly items to address as quickly as possible:
missing undertray and ducting, corroded cooling-fan ballast resistor, usual dented air-con pipe, and
even missing exhaust fixings. Battery, too, was minus its breather pipe and matching blanking plug,
and both terminals needed attention: positive was beginning to become encrusted with familiar
green crystals, and negative lead wasn’t pushed fully down on to the subtly tapered terminal post

M96 engine number was predictably difficult to decipher, so Tad cleaned it, and then protected area
with a preservative spray. Oil drain and filter removal easy enough, but it’s well worth looking inside
filter housing for metallic particles from failing IMS bearing; likewise standard drain plug is replaced
with a magnetic device. ‘Mayonnaise’ in oil filler neck not necessarily something to be alarmed about
– just natural condensation. Experience has shown 996 brake lines to be prone to corrosion, so all
accessible areas receive a coat of wax. Transmission oil is checked via a plug on the side of the unit;
level was OK, but lubricant itself was very dirty, so customer is prompted to have that renewed, too
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HOW-TO: 12K SERVICE FOR YOUR 996 CARRERA

but also a print-out from the
system tester – and not least that
all-important, value-preserving
stamp in the service book.

Cars serviced by Autofarm
routinely get a thorough hand and

pressure-wash as part of the deal,
too, and as far as this writer is
concerned that alone is worth
every last penny, especially in
the morale-sapping depths of
a gloomy English winter. PW

Here is Simon George’s – Tad’s – summary
of the work he carried out. In other words,
a brief description of what Autofarm’s
customer got for his £299 – and which we
have to concede is a bit of a bargain.

‘Unable to inspect exterior of vehicle
due to it being wet and dirty. Carried out
diagnostic check – see attached print-
outs. Carried out pre-service road-test –
see points noted on separate sheet.

‘Carried out 12,000-mile service, as per
Autofarm service sheet. Protected all
accessible brake lines with wax-based
preservative fluid. Found coolant level to
be very low; carried out pressure-test on

cooling system – see notes re coolant
leak from radiator and leaking bleed valve.

‘Topped up screenwash fluid – filler
neck leaking. Vehicle history shows long
period since last brake-fluid service, so
existing fluid drained and renewed, too.

‘Cleared leaves and other debris out of
radiator intake ducts. Fitted new
headlamp bulb. Removed battery leads,
cleaned and replaced them correctly.

‘Road-tested vehicle, and double-
checked engine-oil and coolant levels.
Coolant level again low, so recommend
further investigation. Car washed and
dried for return to customer.’

THE POST-SERVICE REPORT: ONE OR TWO JOBS FOR THE FUTURE, THEN

OH, IT’S ALL JUST PART OF THE SERVICE, SIRPollen-filter housing throws up its usual irritations: Autofarm keeps fixings in stock. Date and mileage
on filter element serve as a useful reminder. Missing alarm siren a mystery – should be connected to
this plug (above). Vacuum cleaner and watering-can between them deal with potential drainage-
channel blockages. One of the last checks is tyres: build dates, tread depth, and not least pressures

Last task of all – after another 20-minute test-drive is to hand- and pressure-wash the car; wheels,
too. And still the job as a whole isn’t quite finished: now Tad has to retire to the office and fill in
and/or print-out all relevant paperwork. Customer receives a full report, and more often than not the
chance to discuss with Tad or service manager Steve Wood what else needs doing – and how soon

No less useful than Autofarm’s servicing checklist, we hope (see previous spread), is a
quick resumé of the various faults and other issues found in this particular vehicle – a
1998 Carrera 2 with just over 86,000 miles on the clock. Not necessarily to shame the
owner into having them attended to (and it’s worth noting that, immediately after the
work described here, the car easily passed an annual MoT inspection), but primarily on
the basis that if this example of the species is affected, then at some stage in its life
yours almost certainly will be, too. And forewarned is forearmed.

Vehicle very dirty and wet; unable to inspect exterior fully until washed after service
Engine-lid support strut very weak
Sunroof slow in operation, and too low within its aperture at right-hand rear corner
Alarm siren and tilt sensor missing from their correct position next to battery
Right-hand seat bolster worn; rattle from left-hand font seat
Front and rear lid-release handles scratched
Paint worn from gear lever
Release button stuck in on right-hand-rear seat-belt buckle
Height-adjuster button missing from right-hand-front seat-belt
Left-hand vanity mirror’s cover does not stay open unaided
Marks on rear of left-hand front seat
Scratches in left-hand door shut
Battery terminals not fitted correctly; breather pipe disconnected, and redundant
breather hole not plugged
Screw and insert for pollen filter’s outer cover corroded together: replaced
Excessive wind noise from left-hand side of vehicle at speeds above 45mph
Front windscreen wiper blades noisy
Rattles from both front and rear suspension
Right-hand headlamp not working: fitted new bulb

Right-hand radiator fan not working on speed 1
Coolant leak from area of right-hand radiator
Radiator intake ducts partially blocked with leaves; now cleaned out
Underside of luggage compartment floor slightly damaged
Front undertray missing, also plastic ducts below and behind both radiators
Stud missing from floorpan for ‘L’-shaped undertray section
Front brake pads approximately 65 per cent worn
Rear brake pads approximately 50 per cent worn
Slight play in left-hand-rear track-control arm
Flange nuts missing from catalytic converter-to-manifold joint flanges
Right-hand silencer corroding along lower edge
Oil leak from clutch housing
Transmission oil very dirty; recommend changing it as soon as possible
Leak from bleed valve on coolant header tank
Starter motor turning too slowly when hot to start engine easily
Screenwash tank leaking at filler neck

Additionally, interrogating the car with an Autologic diagnostic unit produced two
fault codes: P0441 (fuel tank ventilation system) and P1124 (exhaust oxygen sensing
system). Both were ‘cleared’ by technician Simon George, and fortunately remained
thus after another check later. There were also faults in the alarm system (not
surprisingly, given the absence of the siren) and the airbag system that will require
subsequent investigation if the customer wishes. Last but not least, we were able to
see that the engine had run for a total of 4118 hours, which given the car’s mileage –
86,133 – gives an average speed of just 20.9mph. So it has clearly led a relatively
leisurely existence, corroborated by 3843 ‘ignitions’ in range 1, and zero in range 2.

how to FINALv6ch.qxp:PW Template  22/11/13  10:36  Page 95



96 911 & PORSCHE WORLD

Telephone: 01296 714856
Workshop email: service@promaxmotorsport.com

Parts email: parts@promaxmotorsport.com
Website: www.promaxmotorsport.com

ProMAX Motorsport 
The Warehouse 
Sunnyhill Farm 
Little Horwood Road 
Great Horwood 
Bucks 
MK17 0NZ 

After Market Tuning Parts 
All Porsche Parts Supplied 
Comprehensive Service Facilities 
Engine Rebuilds for 911, 928, 944, 968 
Cayenne, Cayman, Boxster & 996/997 
Geometry & Tracking 
Guaranteed Power Packages 
Performance Upgrades 
Race & Track Car Preparation 
A/C Repairs and Gas Replenishment 
Wheel & Tyre Supply and Fitting 
Wheel Refurbishment 
Bilstein & KW Suspension Kits 

Telephone: 01296 714856
Workshop email: service@promaxmotorsport.com

Parts email: parts@promaxmotorsport.com
Website: www.promaxmotorsport.com

Please visit us at
www.promaxmotorsport.com

or Tel: 01296 714856

Professional Service, Maximum Performance
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Tel: 01608 652911 (8.30am - 5pm) www.porscheclubgb.com

* Individual UK Resident’s Membership (plus initial £10 joining fee). 
 Porsche ownership not required!   Prices correct at time of going to press.Membership from £ pa*

The ONLY offi cially recognised Porsche Club in the UK - with 1 ,000 members

Join Us

The Benefits
Flagship Magazine • International, National and Regional Club Events • Registers  
Factory Visits • Motorsport Division (inc. Track Days) • Cars and Parts For Sale 
Technical Support • Member Discounts • Club Shop • Website and Forum

From £600 to 600bhp, whatever you own – we’re here for you

One badge...one Club
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WE DON’T JUST WRITE ABOUT PORSCHES,
WE DRIVE AND LIVE WITH THEM, TOO

THE TEAM

PROJECTS

I
t’s nearly a year since
my last Our cars report,
in the February 2013
issue of 911 & Porsche

World – although it feels
like barely more than a
fortnight – and I have to
admit that progress on my
current two cars has been
almost glacially slow.

Perhaps a quick recap on
the Horton fleet might be
useful for newer readers –
for me, too. (But don’t
worry. I’ll leave out the four
Rovers, the BMWs, the two
vans, and even the 1960s
Honda motorcycles; that
would take far too long.)
My first Porsche was – and
remains; I still own it today
– an early oval-dashboard,
left-hand-drive 944 that
I bought for £1600 back in
December 1999. I drove it
regularly for seven or eight
years thereafter, but as so
often seems to be the way
with me it gradually saw
less and less use. OK: so it
took root on my driveway.

I can’t really remember
why now, other than a
mysterious intermittent
starting problem, which
made me reluctant to trust
it. But by that time I had
acquired the red 1986
924S, and as long-standing
readers might remember it
was that to which I later
devoted much of my time –
and quite a lot of money.

An engine change (after
fitting new timing belts
and associated oil seals);
a full brake overhaul;
new brake and fuel lines;
second-hand exhaust
manifolds and new studs
and gaskets (and what
seemed like countless
exhaust boxes); several
suspension arms and
ball-joints; installing power
steering (and subsequently
overhauling the by then
leaking second-hand rack);
even a replacement fuel
tank – which meant taking
out the gearbox – and
expensive new mounts for
the latter. You name it and
I probably did it, usually
describing the trials and
tribulations either within
these Our cars pages or
else as a how-to story.
I have a full index for both
series somewhere, if
anyone is interested.

That car, too, saw
regular service for several
years, providing much
entertainment and reliable
daily transport for both me
and my step-daughter, and
then later for me again.
By the summer of 2012,
though, it was coming to
the end of the road in my
hands – primarily because I
had by that stage bought
an almost identical model
in a sort of dark silvery-
grey colour, not unlike the

later 996/997-pattern Seal
Grey, but still not precisely
and definitively identified.
Accordingly I found a new
home for the red ‘S’ in
northern Scotland, driving
it up there and flying back
at the beginning of the
following October. My
report on the three-day
road-trip appeared in our
January 2013 edition.

By rights that should
have allowed me to
concentrate on both the
944 and the ‘new’ 924S
(to which I had already
fitted a second-hand
steering rack, to replace
the yet again leaking
original unit), but with the
former now needing ever
more attention – not least
timing belts and rollers –
before I dared even
attempt to start the
engine again, and the silver
‘S’ parked about 10 miles
away at Neil Bainbridge’s

The Peppermint Pig is just back from a trip to
Portugal, whizzing around hairpins and storming the empty

Cantabrian Autovia from
Santandar, crossing the Bay of
Biscay courtesy of Brittany Ferries.
A great drive, which I’ll write up for
the New Year, and I’ll report on the
source of a slight oil leak too.

JOHNNY TIPLER
964 C2 (PEPPERMINT PIG)

Have had the 944 back on the rollers to test some
more performance enhancing bits and bobs, but with mixed

results. On the plus side the car is
running better than ever, with a
turbine smooth power delivery. The
minus? We didn’t get the extra
power we were expecting. A bit
more investigation needed I think.

STEVE BENNETT
944 LUX

Been a little quiet on the El Chucho front recently,
partly because I’ve been away, but mainly because I’ve been going

through the mid-project doldrums,
when the end result seems so far
away. Still, I hope to spend a week
or so working on the car very soon,
so watch this space as we often
seem to say on this page!

KEITH SEUME
912/6 (EL CHUCO)

Battery flat again two days after it was recharged –
time for a new one, annoyingly. The local auto-electrician, Prolec,

offered two options, one shorter
than the old battery, the other
taller. As I couldn’t have the car
with me, I opted for the former and
had to improvise with the battery
clamps. At least the car now starts.

BRETT FRASER
BOXSTER S

Project 996 is waiting for a new loving owner and is
all tucked up at RPM Technik. Our very own Chris Horton has done a

Tried & Tested on it this month and
you will agree it’s awesome. More
goodies have arrived from Dansk
for project backdate; let’s hope
I can get a plan together and
push forward.

PETER SIMPSON
996 C4/CARRERA 3.4 TARGA

MOVING ON!
The red 924S has been gone more than a
year now, giving Chris Horton the chance to
crack on with both his grey ‘S’ and the 944

Occupation: Consultant editor,
911 & Porsche World
Home town: Thame, Oxon
Previous Porsches owned: 1
Cars: 924S, 944 Lux
Years: 1985, 1985
Mileages: Unknown
Owned since: 2012, 1999
Modifications: Both have
the effectively vital so-called
throttle-response cam, but that
apart they’re basically standard
Contact: porscheman1956@
yahoo.co.uk
THIS MONTH IN BRIEF:
The 924S gets a heavy-duty oil
and filter change to quieten its
noisy tappets, and the 944
gives up some worrying secrets
from its timing-belt housing

CHRIS HORTON
924S, 944
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BS Motorsport, there
always seemed to be
something more urgent to
attend to. Like my
Mercedes-Benz Vito van –
which needed new drive
shafts, wheel bearings and
suspension joints for the
annual MoT test – and not
least Mrs Horton’s VW
Passat (pretty much as per
the Vito, as it happens,
plus various on-going
electrical issues, even
today not fully sorted).

Anyway, I left the story a
year ago with the 944 still
displaying signs of its
much earlier ignition-
system issues, and both
cars needing new starter
motors. The one on the
924S appeared to have
seized through lack of use
during that appallingly wet
summer – it was certainly
stone-dead by then – and
in trying temporarily to
‘borrow’ the 944’s starter

I had managed to break off
one of its badly corroded
terminal posts. Cue Alistair
Kirkham at Porscha-
Recycled! up in Stretford,
Manchester (0161-865
8841), who duly sent me
the two required items
with his usual speed and
friendly efficiency.

An early-summer trip to
Westcott saw the 924S
running again, after a short
session on one of Neil’s
workshop lifts, and in truth
pretty much ready for its
MoT. (And once again
I must record my gratitude
for Neil’s patience and
moral support.) But the
front wheel toe-in still
needed setting, after I had
earlier disturbed it while
fitting the replacement
steering rack, and by now
it was so long since the
engine had been run for
any length of time that
when finally I did fire it up it

was painfully obvious that
at least two of the eight
hydraulic camshaft
followers had partially
collapsed. I knew from my
early experience with the
red ‘S’ that the resulting
loud clattering sound
wasn’t necessarily
catastrophic – or not if
attended to soon enough,
anyway – but it was
certainly a strong enough
incentive to close the
bonnet and in the short
term go and do something
entirely different.

Fast-forward a few
months, to early
September 2013, and I’m
back at Westcott with not
just some fresh oil and a
new filter – I was confident
that those alone would
enable the cam followers
to pump up correctly once
the engine was warm; it
had certainly worked for
the red 924S’s original

power unit – but also a
rather clever-sounding
flushing solution (above)
from our friends at Millers
Oils in Yorkshire. Supplied in
a handy 250ml bottle,
essentially it’s added to
the existing oil, and then
the engine is run at a fast
idle for around 15–20
minutes. Switch off, drain
and refill with fresh
standard oil of the required
grade (simultaneously
fitting a new filter, of
course), and with luck you
will have dislodged and
thus removed the dirt
particles that had been
partially or even
completely blocking vital
oilways, along with much
of the other sludge that
accumulates throughout
the lubrication system.

And so, I am pleased to
say, it turned out. Almost
immediately the engine
sounded a lot healthier,

and although the previous
loud rattle wasn’t
completely eliminated, a
leisurely warm-up drive
round the industrial estate
(incorrect toe-in and thus
horrible handling
notwithstanding) slowly
but surely had everything
back to normal – and no
less reassuringly it has
remained that way ever
since. So much more
convenient than old-
fashioned flushing oil
proper, which by definition
entails draining and filling
the sump twice, and
remarkably cost-effective,
too – Millers kindly

99

Looks good, doesn’t it? Grey
(or is it silver?) 924S (above left)
on one of the former taxiways at
Westcott. Millers Oils’ Engine
Flush (above) quickly did worked
its magic on two noisy tappets

Special toothed bar (below, far
left) allowed 944’s crank to be
locked for work on timing belts.
No surprise that water-pump
screw broke while being undone
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provided my sample FOC,
but you can buy the same
quantity for around just £6
including VAT. Full details of
this and all the many other
Millers products at
www.millersoils.co.uk.
To order on-line go to
www.opieoils.co.uk, and
then navigate your way
from the Shop By Brand
tab on the opening page.

Interestingly, Millers’ PR
chief, Martyn Mann, also
suggested that I ought to
take advantage of the
their so-called Millercare
oil-analysis service.
Perhaps not surprisingly
this is intended primarily
for industrial and
commercial users –
although it seems that an
increasing number of high-
end classic-car owners are
now using it, too – but I
duly collected in one of the
special plastic bottles
Martyn sent me the
required sample of the old
stuff that came out of the
sump, and the next time
I’m passing Brighouse will
drop it off for the in-depth
testing that I hope will give
me a good indication of the
health and likely longevity
of the engine. More on that
in due course.

As for the 944, I had
some time ago put the car
up on four axle-stands,
and started stripping the
braking system for the full
overhaul that I knew would
be needed before it would
reliably stop again. That
process had ground to a
halt while I summoned the
enthusiasm to try to
remove the two flexible

hoses at the rear (awkward
at the best of times;
almost impossibly so when
their end-fittings are as
badly corroded as are
these), but then a warm
and sunny afternoon in
early September prompted
me finally to have a go at
the engine’s crucial drive-
belts and their associated
components – or at the
very least to find out what
else might be needed.

That task had previously
been thwarted by two of
the M6 screws securing
the front part of the
plastic timing-belt cover to
the back half, which when
rotated simply turned with
them the threaded inserts
set into the latter, but
having decided that I would
have no choice but to buy
replacement mouldings I
simply levered them apart.
In the event, the only real
‘damage’ that did was to
the front half – for which I
had long been keeping a
second-hand replacement
anyway – and all I had to
do then to neaten the
back half was cut off the
redundant empty lugs with
a small hacksaw. Sorted –
and especially satisfying
when I later discovered
that the rear part of the
timing case is no longer
available from Porsche.
And unsurprisingly it’s not
the sort of thing that’s
particularly easy to find
second-hand. Or not
without buying a complete
engine, anyway.

After that everything
else came off remarkably
quickly and easily. With the

starter motor already out
of the way it took me just
a few minutes to bolt into
place the special toothed
bar needed to lock the
crankshaft – partly to
enable me to undo the
large bolt securing the
front pulley, but mainly to
prevent any possible
damage to the valves
and/or pistons after I had
removed the camshaft
drive-belt. (I had previously
turned the crank to the
required timing position.)
The various rollers and
tensioners all came
undone without any
problems, and soon I was
able to see – slightly
disappointingly, in a way –
that despite my earlier
doubts, and their age and
unknown history, both
toothed belts seemed to
be in near-perfect
condition. By that stage
there was no way I would
have used them again,
of course, but equally I am
confident they would have
gone on for many more
miles had I left them alone.

The more I looked at
some of the other
associated hardware,
though, the more relieved I
was that I had opened up
this area of the engine for
inspection. At least two of
the belts’ rollers were
worryingly rough and noisy
when spun by hand, and
rather oddly the lower part
of the rear half of the
timing-belt case appeared
to have been worn away by
the camshaft-belt
sprocket. To begin with I
could see no logical reason

why this should have
occurred, but soon it
dawned on me. Whoever
had last changed the
belt(s) had fitted the
sprocket the wrong way
round, with the flange
that’s meant to act as a
retaining guide for the belt
facing the engine rather
than the radiator. Given the
many miles the motor had
done subsequently this
had plainly been no
disastrous error, and
ultimately no great harm
had been done (despite
the obvious wear to the
flange, as well as to the
plastic) – but it did make
me wonder what other
solecisms I might find.

The good news, though,
was that neither the two
balance-shaft oil seals
seemed to be leaking, and
likewise the camshaft seal,
and so rightly or wrongly
(and despite having
already paid quite a lot of
money for the relevant ‘top
hats’ and seals) I have for
the time being decided to
leave them well alone. I am
a great proponent of the
‘while you are in there’
philosophy, but also of not
trying to fix things that
aren’t actually broken –
especially if to do so would
involve a lot of frankly
tiresome extra work.

It would undoubtedly be
a bit of a nuisance to have
to remove the new belts
soon after putting the car
back into service to deal
with any subsequent leak
from those seals, but no
more than that – and on
this occasion it’s a risk I’m

quite prepared to take. The
water pump, too, seemed
to turn over smoothly and
freely, with the coolant
leak I had earlier suspected
apparently coming from
the joint between the
pump body and the
cylinder block. Even that
wasn’t exactly what I
wanted to see – I knew
from bitter experience that
these pumps can be real
buggers to take off
without breaking at least
one of the fixing screws;
the four studs are usually
OK – but at least it would
probably save me the cost
of a brand-new pump.

And that, for the
moment, is pretty much it.
Sure enough, one of the
water pump’s four M6
screws sheared as I (very
carefully!) tried to undo it,
and despite leaving – once
the pump was out of the
way – a sufficiently long
threaded area to allow me
to lock on two nuts to
unscrew the stump simply
snapped again, this time
just about flush with the
cylinder block. That leaves
me with little option but to
drill it out and install a
threaded insert – a Würth
Time-Sert, probably – but
since my skills in this area
are at best on a par with
my ability to draw a
straight line I need to work
out a bit of a plan. More
next time – and which I
hope will be sooner than
a year from now. PW

Timing-belt case will live again
minus two M6 screws. Worrying,
though, that crank sprocket had
been fitted wrongly. Belts good
enough to use again – but I won’t!
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Tel: 01202 488800 or 07000 996911
Email: service@jmgarage.co.uk

mailorder@jmgarage.co.uk

www.jmgarage.co.uk

As of  the 1st May our
new address will be:
JMG Porsche
98 Cobham Road,
Ferndown Ind Est.
Wimborne
Dorset
BH21 7RE

At JMG we are dedicated to helping you get
the best experience from your Porsche.

We service, diagnose, repair and improve Porsche
Vehicles in our South of England workshops.

JMG Porsche are a family run business built on a
foundation of three generations of Porsche experience

stretching back to the early 1970’s.
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STRASSE

TELEPHONE 0113 2340 911     STRASSE, BRIDGE RD, HOLBECK, LEEDS LS11 9UG     WWW.STRASSE.CO.UK

Intermediate shaft replacement kit with upgraded bearing - 

E X P E R I E N C E  O U R  E X P E R I E N C E
S T U T T G A R T  -  L E E D S

P O R S C H E  9 9 6 / B O X S T E R 
I N T E R M E D I A T E  S H A F T  B E A R I N G  R E P L A C E M E N T  K I T

� Dealers in high quality damaged repairables �

WE OWN OUR OWN STOCK AND OUR BUILDING
SO OUR OVERHEADS ARE LOWER THAN MOST GARAGES
WE KEEP 25/30 FULLY PREPARED AND WARRANTEED

CARS FOR SALE RIGHT ACROSS THE RANGE
NOBODY BEATS US ON PRICE OR SERVICE

TRY US ONCE AND YOU WILL NOT GO ELSEWHERE
PORSCHES ALWAYS WANTED

www.portiacraft.com
PORSCHE SERVICING - UNBEATABLE RATES
PORSCHE SALES - UNBEATABLE PRICES
HERE AT PORTIACRAFT WE BELIEVE THAT A PORSCHE
CAN BE RUN FOR THE SAME COST AS A HOT HATCH

WITH FULLY TRAINED MECHANICS - WE ONLY DO WHAT NEEDS DOING

OF VISIT WWW.PORTIACRAFT.COM
PHONE: 020 8959 1604 email: sales@portiacraft.com

EST: 1984
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RS-911
Porsche Specialist
Mid Wales
Tel : 01686 440 323
Roselea, Llangurig, Llanidloes, Powys SY18 6QJ
Specialising in all aspects of high quality
Bodywork Restoration, Welding & Fabrication
Work carried out on all models
Insurance work, Early 911's for sale & restoration
Replicas built to order, to any stage at realistic prices
Check out our new web site
www.rs911.com
Email: mark@rs911.com

S E R V I C I N G  &  R E P A I R S
New purpose built premises
Factory trained / 15 years dealer experience 
Personal attention / Free advice 
Dealer standards maintained 
Pre-purchase inspection 
Full diagnostic facilities
All models of Porsche

P O R S C H E  S P E C I A L I S T 
An established service in Devizes Wilts

Tel 01380
725444
Mobile 07767 324542    

www.stevebullspecialistcars.co.uk

AUTOSTRASSE
Do you suffer from these?

Expensive bills
Mediocre workmanship

CALL NOW TO ELIMINATE THESE PROBLEMS
Tel: 01376 562922 Fax: 01376 562916

UNIT 31, PRIORS WAY, COGGESHALL INDUSTRIAL PARK,
COGGESHALL, ESSEX CO6 1TW

INDEPENDENT PORSCHE ENGINEERS

West
London
Porsche
Specialists

www.porschembri.co.uk

t:020 8577 9520
m:07956 501 668

e:porschembri@gmail.com

PPoorrsscchhee  FFiixxeedd  PPrriiccee  SSeerrvviicciinngg  MMeennuu..  FFrreeee  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  aanndd  ddeelliivveerryy  wwiitthhiinn  1100  mmiillee  rraaddiiuuss

WWee  pprriiddee  oouurrsseellvveess  oonn  cclleeaarr  aanndd  ttrraannssppaarreenntt  pprriicciinngg,,  aallll  ooff  oouurr  pprriicciinngg  iinncclluuddeess  VVAATT

PPoorrsscchhee  999977  SSeerrvviicciinngg  PPrriicciinngg 33..66 33..88 TTuurrbboo GGTT33
2200,,000000  mmiillee  sseerrvviiccee ££221100..0000 ££221100..0000 ££221100..0000 ££221100..0000
4400,,000000  mmiillee  sseerrvviiccee  iinncc  pplluuggss ££445500..0000 ££447700..0000 ££551100..0000 ££551100..0000
PPoorrsscchhee  999933  SSeerrvviicciinngg  PPrriicciinngg CC22 CC44 CC44SS TTuurrbboo RRSS
1122,,000000  mmiillee  sseerrvviiccee ££227700..0000 ££227700..0000 ££227700..0000 ££333300..0000 ££227700..0000
2244,,000000  mmiillee  sseerrvviiccee  iinncc  pplluuggss ££339900..0000 ££339900..0000 ££339900..0000 ££551100..0000 ££339900..0000
4488,,000000  mmiillee  sseerrvviiccee  iinncc  pplluuggss ££551100..0000 ££551100..0000 ££551100..0000 ££559955..0000 ££559955..0000
PPoorrsscchhee  999966  SSeerrvviicciinngg  PPrriicciinngg 33..44 33..66 33..66  CC44SS TTuurrbboo GGTT33
1122,,000000  mmiillee  sseerrvviiccee ££220000..0000 ££220000..0000 ££220000..0000 ££222255..0000 ££225555..0000
2244,,000000  mmiillee  sseerrvviiccee  iinncc  pplluuggss ££339955..0000 ££339955..0000 ££339955..0000 ££449955..0000 ££445555..0000

OOtthheerr  IItteemmss
AAiirr  ccoonn  sseerrvviiccee ££6600..0000 ££6600..0000 ££6600..0000 ££6600..0000
CCoommpplleettee  cclluuttcchh ££881100..0000 ££995500..0000 ££22000000..0000 ££11227755..0000

FFoorr  BBrraakkeess  CCaallll
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I have a 1990 944S2. Suspecting a problem
within the car’s windscreen-wiper linkage –
the two arms have been sweeping the glass
increasingly slowly over the last few months –
and thus wishing to remove the mechanism
for inspection and repair or replacement, I
started by trying to undo the two large nuts
(22mm spanner) securing the windscreen-
wiper assembly to the scuttle. In other words,
where the spindles pass through the plastic
cover at the base of the windscreen, beneath
the rear edge of the bonnet.

One of the nuts came undone easily
enough, but despite no obvious rust on it the
other seems to be completely seized, and as I
turn the nut so the part onto which it is
threaded is rotating, as well. Have you ever
come across this, and is there likely to be
anything underneath the plastic cover (which
I am planning to renew anyway) that I can grip
with a Mole wrench or something similar?
George Richards

Paul Stacey, Northway Porsche: Assuming
that the nut isn’t actually rusted to the
threaded area on the body of the spindle –
and that’s unlikely – I would guess that the
light-alloy body of this part of the mechanism,
hidden away beneath that plastic cover, has
corroded and thus worked itself loose.

I faced an exactly similar situation a few
months ago, and on that occasion managed
to shock the nut free with an impact wrench,
but I’m guessing that you won’t have easy
access to one of those. In which case your
best bet will be gently to peel back the front
edge of the moulded plastic cover (lift the
rubber seal running across the engine bay

first), and then take out the heater blower
motor and intake assembly.

That in itself is a fairly laborious process,
but should give you just about enough room
to reach in and, as you suggest, grip the
spindle body with a Mole wrench or the like.
Be aware, though, that the wiper linkage
assembly is no longer available new from
Porsche, so you will somehow have to repair
the one you have, or perhaps find a second-
hand unit. The plastic cover is still available,
however, should you need one – they cost

around £60 from Porsche – and remember
that it performs a vital role in keeping
rainwater out of the car’s interior, so make
sure that yours is entirely undamaged.

The only other way I can suggest to get the
nut off would be to grind through it with a
small Dremel-type tool or the like, obviously
being very careful not to cut too deeply – and
ideally not at all – into the threaded part of
the spindle. Although even that may not
matter too much if, as I suspect, you end up
replacing the mechanism anyway.

944 WIPER LINKAGE MAY NEED SEEMINGLY DRASTIC SURGERY TO GAIN ACCESS TO

Wiper spindle nuts ought to come undone easily enough, but if the spindle body has broken away
from its anchorage points – as many have these days – you could be in for a struggle. The only real
solution is to cut through the nut with a small grindstone, or remove plenum-chamber cover and
heater intake – which you’ll end up doing anyway, if the mechanism needs to be replaced. That will
have to be second-hand – typically £40 plus carriage from Porscha-Recycled (0161-865 8841)

E-MAIL US AT PORSCHEMAN1956@YAHOO.CO.UK,
AND WE’LL PASS THEM ON TO OUR RESIDENT EXPERTS TO ANSWER

PORSCHE PROBLEMS?

OLLIEPRESTON
RPM Technik

Welcome to 911 & Porsche World’s Q&A pages, edited and assembled by the
magazine’s technical man and incorrigible do-it-yourselfer, Chris Horton (right).
It’s much the same format as you would expect – you ask, and our experts
answer – but we have recently added more detail (including part numbers and
typical costs, and also contact phone numbers and websites where relevant),
and not least as many illustrations as we can squeeze in. Please note that all
prices quoted were to the best of our knowledge correct – for the UK market
– at the time of writing, and for the sake of consistency generally exclude VAT,
unless otherwise stated. We naturally do our very best to make sure that the
information given is both accurate and useful, but unfortunately we can
accept no responsibility for any effects arising from it.

CHRIS HORTON
911 & Porsche World

PAULSTACEY
Northway Porsche

PETERTOGNOLA
Tognola Engineering

PERSCHROEDER
Stoddard Imported Cars

MEET THE TEAM
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Q&A

I have an intermittent problem with my 2003-
model 996 Tiptronic. The car has 129,000km on
the clock, and until quite recently was running
beautifully. Now, though, and without any
warning, it sometimes loses virtually all power.

If I switch off and then restart it will run
perfectly again, but sometimes with the check
engine light illuminated. I have had it checked by
a couple of Porsche Centres, and from the two
error codes they could see – P1266 and P0336 –
they told me that the crankshaft position
sensor is out of alignment, and cylinder number
two is short-circuiting to earth.

New spark plugs, ignition coils and also a
crankshaft position sensor cleared the problem
for a month or so, but then it came back again.
Suggestions of Variocam solenoid actuators are
now being mentioned – but wouldn’t that mean
the problem was present all the time, rather
than just being intermittent?

I am no engineer, but it doesn’t sound to me
as though there is some major mechanical
problem here, so I believe (and hope!) that it is
simply an electronic glitch somewhere.
Otherwise, I can see very large bills for them

opening up the engine and replacing the
Variocam actuators and solenoids and the like.

Once the dealer plugs in and checks the car,
by the way, the codes clear – and sometimes
they have cleared themselves – and the CEL
has switched itself off – even before I get there.
And then the car runs fine. I would really
appreciate any help you might be able to offer –
this is driving me mad.
Jason, Dubai

Paul Stacey, Northway Porsche: It is always
notoriously difficult to diagnose this type of
fault without seeing the car. Ideally, we would
need to have a little more information about the
specific fault codes that have been bringing on
the CEL, or the check engine light.

One of my first suggestions would have been
to replace the crankshaft position sensor –
after years in service these can generate either
a poor signal, or else no signal at all – but it
sounds as though your dealer has already done
so. Just for the record, though, and for the
benefit of anyone else with one of these cars,
the sensor is located on the left-hand side of

the clutch housing. It’s a little awkward to get
at, but is held on by just one 5mm Allen screw.
The part number is 986 606 112 03, and here in
the UK it costs £129 plus VAT from Porsche.

If the fault is in reading the correlation
between the camshaft and crankshaft, it means
the camshaft timing is out on one side of the
engine, which could be anything from a
Variocam adjusting solenoid to even a faulty
camshaft. Normally, though, if the Variocam
solenoid is faulty the engine has a poor idle but
clears above 1500rpm. I have had a couple of
cars that required replacement of one of the
camshafts because the reluctor ring (the part
of the camshaft that is used for measuring the
position via the sensor) had moved, and the
engine ECU was being fooled into ‘thinking’ that
it was out of time.

As for the short circuit on cylinder number
two, we would need to know whether it is the
injector circuit or the ignition circuit that has the
fault. If there is a short on either of those
circuits then this in turn could generate a
misfire/fault code, and prevent the car from
revving above 4500rpm.

996 TIPTRONIC’S MYSTERIOUS INTERMITTENT POWER LOSS

911&PW BACK ISSUES PROVIDE BOTH QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
I am writing to see if Chris Horton has figured out why his 944 won’t (or wouldn’t)
start. I was looking through the February 2002 issue of 911 & Porsche World (page 112)
a little while ago, and noticed a story in the Q&A section that seemed relevant to your
problem. Someone by the name of A D Hext was having electrical issues with his 944.
One of the problems concerned the electric cooling fans, which apparently wouldn’t
run when the engine was hot.

In response to this problem, a technician from Hartech suggested this: ‘The fuse
box contains complicated circuitry, and isn’t as straightforward as it first appears. That
said, we suspect that both problems could originate from the same source, since
there is a connection between the fan and ignition relays’.

Well, on my 1986 944 the starter solenoid came loose, shorted out, and a blue wire
to what appears to be the relay to the cooling fan burned through. In a recent article
Chris said that he had replaced his car’s starter motor, and that the original unit was
quite rusty, so possibly a short-circuit in either the starter or the solenoid may be
linked to the no-start problem.

In my case I replaced the DME, the ignition switch, the alarm control, and various
ignition components, but all to no avail. I finally looked further up under the left-hand
end of the dashboard and found the burned-through wire. I used a test-lead with
alligator clips on both ends. I connected up the burned-through wire and the engine
fired immediately, after not starting for three months.

In a related point, when my cooling fans wouldn't shut off, a guy at my local Porsche
salvage yard suggested that I try a new relay, since the factory cooling-fan relays were
inclined to go bad. At that time it turned out to be a temperature switch. But again
there appears to be a weak link with the cooling-fan relay.

I think if you remove the under-dash black cover at the left-hand end, and use a
flashlight (torch) and take a look at the wires you might find a problem with the
cooling fan’s relay. The blue wire that burned through in my car entered the fuse box
in the location of the cooling-fan relay.

An unrelated issue concerns the tag assigned to the front engine Porsches, which
are referred to as ‘transaxle’ cars. In fact, all Porsche sports cars are ‘transaxle’ cars.
If the final drive (differential) and the transmission are contained in one unit, then it is
my understanding that the complete unit is referred to as a ‘transaxle.’ In the August
1981 issue of the Porsche house magazine, Christophorus, there is an article
concerning the release of the then new 944. In it, a Porsche representative refers to
the prop-shaft as the ‘fast shaft’. Maybe the 924/944/968 should be referred to as
the ‘fast shaft’ Porsches? I'll let you come to your own conclusion on that one.

I am a long-time reader of your magazine. I enjoy the articles and the photography
equally. It would be great if you could detail some particular issues with the 944.
I replaced the engine mounts in my car using Meyle parts. They solved some vibration
issues, but not for long. After further researching the issue, it seems that original
Porsche mounts (the improved Turbo items) still have some sort of special fluid in
them, and that’s why they last longer and eliminate more vibration.

Related to the engine mounts: when I replaced the left-hand one in my car, it was
the original-type item. So the motor was sitting very slightly over to the left. This
mount was very old, and transmitted a lot of vibration. This could be an issue in a
number of 944s, where the owner replaced just the right-hand mount and the left-
hand one is never replaced. Something to check, anyway. Another issue is paint. What
type of paint did Porsche use on the 1986 944? Mine was painted Alpine White. Some
websites suggest clear coat, others an enamel.

Anyway, enough. I have rambled on way too long. Again, good luck with your 944.
John Hembera, USA

Chris Horton: Thanks, John. Plenty to think about there. And I’m glad to hear that
you still find stories to entertain and interest you in the depths of our extensive
‘back catalogue’. I often refer to them myself, as well – and am thus reminded
that, in fact, we still run quite a lot of features on the 944 and its ‘siblings’. How
could we fail to when both editor and consultant editor are so ‘into’ the things?!

But no, I haven’t (yet) come any closer to curing my own car’s no-starts,
primarily because it has been standing idle on my driveway for the last few years.
But getting it going again is gradually edging its way up my ‘to do’ list (and see
also my Our cars report elsewhere in this issue), so I shall certainly explore what
you have suggested – and as you say, I have already replaced the starter motor,
so that might have changed things already.

As for engine mounts – we covered that, using Steve Bennett’s car as our
guinea-pig, in the April 2013 issue (pages 98–101) with the help of independent
specialist Autowerke in Norwich. We used Meyle mounts, too – although Steve
now tells me that the car has once again started vibrating slightly, so this could
be another of those stories than runs and runs. Watch this space.

‘Transaxle’ Porsche engine mounts are proving themselves to be an on-going
issue, certainly if John Hembera’s (and our own) experience is anything to
judge by. Find out how to replace them in the April 2013 issue – and stay with
us for some further empirical research on this vexing subject
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Q&A

I had an interesting chat with RPM Technik’s Ollie Preston
a few months ago. We were on our way to visit Enviro-Strip
in Tamworth, Staffordshire, delivering the body shell of
Ollie’s 964 project car for chemical dipping and stripping –
more on that fascinating and undoubtedly labour-saving
process in Q&A in the October 2013 issue. Anyway, it
seems they had all been to a trackday quite recently,
with (among several other highly enjoyable machines)
a 997-model Carrera 3.6 and a 986 Boxster ‘S’.

The Boxster’s cooling system was filled with Power
Cool 180 – the synthetic, waterless coolant that I have
been so enthusiastic about recently, and for which RPM is
now an equally enthusiastic distributor and installation
agent. The 997, on the other hand, was for various
reasons still filled with the standard Porsche coolant.
And guess what? The Boxster ran faultlessly for the entire
day. But the 997, by comparison, boiled over in the pit-
lane, and ejected at least a couple of litres of coolant.

The ambient temperature, recalls Ollie, was probably
around 30 degrees Celsius. Quite warm, then, but certainly
neither unusually nor dangerously so.

The engine, allowed to cool a little and then refilled
with fresh Porsche coolant (for what should be fairly
obvious reasons you must never put cold coolant into a
steaming-hot engine), completed both the rest of the
circuit session and the drive home with no further problem
– and weeks later it is still running perfectly happily. But it
does seem to reinforce Evans’ claims about the product’s
high boiling point (180 degrees Celsius), and the benefits
thereof – which as a bit of a party piece include the ability
to remove the coolant-tank cap without the attendant
risk of the usual geyser of scalding liquid and steam.

And no surprise at all that, naturally having satisfied
himself that all six cylinder bores (and both cylinder-head
gaskets) were OK, one of the very first things Ollie did was
to make the switch to Power Cool 180.

Q&A STALWART REGISTERS HIS FAITH IN NEW WATERLESS COOLANT

944 TIMING BELT: EASY WHEN YOU KNOW HOW – AND HAVE THE RIGHT TOOLS

I am planning to have a go at replacing my 944 engine’s drive-belts – not just the
two ‘external’ ones for the alternator and the power-assisted steering, but also
those for the camshaft and the two balance shafts, inside the black plastic case
at the front of the power unit. I am well aware that this is a fairly involved
procedure, requiring accurate alignment of the various timing marks when I put
everything back together, but I have sufficient experience of similar vehicles –
as well access to the relevant pages of a mechanic friend’s Autodata timing-belt
data book; the paperback-only Haynes workshop manual seems rather vague on
this area – to be confident that I can do the work successfully.

The one thing I am currently missing, though, is some safe way of securely
locking the crankshaft, partly to hold the pistons in the correct position and thus
prevent possible damage to the valves, but primarily so that I can undo – and later
tighten – the crankshaft pulley bolt. Apparently it needs to be torqued to 210Nm,
so I don’t think the time-honoured bodge of a screwdriver blade held against the
teeth on the flywheel’s ring gear would be of much use. Can you tell me how I
might do this, and where I can buy any necessary tools? Any other tips and tricks
you can give me would be most helpful, too. Thanks!
John Pollard

Chris Horton: That’s an easy one to answer, not least because I not only have one
of the required special Porsche tools myself, but by chance a few days ago used it
on my own car to begin a long-planned overhaul. More on that in my Our cars
report elsewhere in this edition. Essentially it’s a stout metal bar that, using the
starter-motor fixing screws – and having first removed the starter motor, of
course – you bolt across the resulting aperture in the clutch housing.

Welded to this bar is a further short length of toothed bar which engages in the
ring gear, and thus prevents it from turning – and given the substantial torque
figures involved there is no realistic chance that you will ever lock it any other
way. (If you fancy a laugh, look on some of the Internet forums to see some of the
truly daft – if not downright dangerous – alternatives people suggest.) For the life
of me I can’t remember where I bought my crankshaft lock, but it was probably the
Porscheshop, and having just rung them I know for a fact that they still do them –
£58.76 plus the usual VAT, or in other words £70 exactly. The price for the
equivalent tool from Porsche itself is £73.93 plus VAT, and this particular item
bears the part number 000 721 920 00.

You don’t say what other work you are planning, but can I strongly suggest that
you consider replacing a few other components while you are at it? They will
plainly add to the cost of what might otherwise be a surprisingly inexpensive
overhaul, but better that than have to do much or even all of the same work again
later – or, worse still, to have something that you could have renewed suddenly
fail, and by doing so possibly wreck your engine.

Each of the two toothed belts passes over one tensioner roller and one guide
roller, and you will possibly find that one or more of their internal bearings will be
pretty rough, if not on the point of seizure. Certainly, three of the four on my car
were. Unless you are absolutely sure yours are OK, then, fit new ones.

Similarly the crankshaft, the camshaft and the two balance shafts have a
rotary-shaft oil seal apiece at their front end, where they emerge from the engine
to be attached to the relevant sprocket, and these are often found to be weeping,
if not actually leaking. You will almost invariably find a highly polished wear mark
on the replaceable sleeve over each shaft, and although these are all relatively
costly (and the one over the crankshaft doubles as the oil-pump drive gear,
remember) it would be false economy not to renew those, as well.

I bought my new sleeves – which thanks to their distinctive shape are also
known as ‘top hats’ – direct from Porsche, together with the wafer-thin
translucent plastic seals that fit behind those on the camshaft and balance
shafts, but I know that Porscheshop lists them all on its website, too
(www.porscheshop.co.uk). I shall probably buy my new rollers from Porsche, too,
or else Euro Car Parts.

I did, however, buy my rotary-shaft seals from Bearing Traders in High Wycombe,
Buckinghamshire (www.bearingtraders.com; 01494 441301 – and several other UK
towns have a branch of this well-known chain, too). A total of eight seals – that’s
essentially two sets; I’m planning to tackle my newly acquired 924S eventually –
cost me just £30.91 including VAT, and I am duty-bound to say that represents a
considerable saving over Porscheshop’s prices, which I see from their website are
typically nearly £14 for each seal including VAT.

Do make sure, though, that you get exactly the right sizes, ideally by taking the
old seals and/or your new sleeves to your chosen supplier for a match – the
camshaft’s ‘top hat’ originally came in two slightly different external diameters.
This should also ensure that you get seals capable of dealing with each shaft’s
direction of rotation. The crankshaft, the camshaft and the upper balance shaft
rotate clockwise, but the lower balance shaft turns anti-clockwise.

I will, as I suggested, be covering this in a bit more detail in a future Our cars
report (as well as in the one in this issue), but in the meantime I hope that, armed
with this basic information, you should be able safely to get started on your
overhaul. Good luck – and good for you for getting stuck in!

Special tool (see page 99) – from
Porscheshop, or Porsche itself –
fixes across starter-motor
aperture in clutch housing to
lock 924S, 944 or 968
crankshaft. Serrated bar engages
with teeth on flywheel ring gear
to prevent the crank turning
while you undo – or tighten –
front pulley bolt. If you are going
to the trouble of fitting new
drive-belts, then it’s only prudent
to fit new oil seals (above) to the
crankshaft, camshaft and two
balance shafts. Horton has just
bought some from Bearing
Traders, whose 1400-page
catalogue (left) is full of all sorts
of other stuff you’ll probably
soon be finding a use for. And if
you’re doing that, then new ‘top
hat’ sleeves and a driving gear
for the oil pump (also shown
above) are must-haves, too

After a second trip to Enviro-Strip in Tamworth – this
time for a post-repair dip and electrostatic primer
coat – Ollie Preston’s 964 is back at the big Pennings
bodyshop in Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire. More on
this exciting project car in due course
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Affordable peace of mind
for you and your classic.

Heritage Insurance, part of Norton Insurance is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be monitored or recorded for your protection.

www.heritage-quote.co.uk

0121 248 9200

Privately owned for almost 50 years, we like to believe
we know a thing or two about classic car insurance.

We understand what the enthusiast wants – 
and doesn’t want – from their cover.

R
E
F:P

W
/07/13

MODEL SHOWN CIG1220 (20'x12'3")

.98
EX.VAT

£279
.80
INC.VAT

£335

FROM ONLY

ZIP CLOSE DOOR

Great for temporary 
or permanent use as
a garage or workshop 
for vehicles, boats &
general storage etc.

LENGTH UP TO 24'
*Was £358.80 Inc VAT #Was £418.80 Inc VAT

3 EASY WAYS TO BUY...
IN-STORE
64 SUPERSTORES

Call 0844 880 1250 to find your nearest store

ONLINE
www.machinemart.co.uk

MAIL ORDER
0844 880 1250

Maximum call charges to 0844 numbers from a BT landline is 5p/min. Prices correct at time of print. E&OE. 
Calls may be recorded for training purposes’ 

MODEL SIZE (LxWxH) EX VAT INC VAT
CIG1216* 4.9x3.7x2.6M £279.98 £335.98
CIG1220# 6.1x3.7x2.5M £339.00 £406.80
CIG1224 7.3x3.7x2.5M £399.00 £478.80

HEAVY DUTY INSTANT GARAGES
UP TO 24' (7.3M) LONG

21351

IDEAL FOR WINTER 
PROTECTION

Extra tough, triple layer waterproof cover Heavy duty 
powder coated steel tubing Ratchet tight tensioning 

Stable protection in all weathers

DRIVE ABETTER DEALwithPerformanceDirect

Last year thousands of motorists 
swapped their insurance to

Performance Direct.

Want to find out why?

Don't just renew your insurance –
save money and experience the

difference with Performance Direct.

0844 573 3543
www.performancedirect.co.uk

Policy Options Include:*

Multi-car policies

Classic Cars

Limited mileage discounts

Car Club discounts

Agreed values

Knowledgeable UK staff

Open 7 days a week

*Subject to underwriting criteria

Performance Direct is a trading name of Grove & Dean Ltd, an independent intermediary who are authorised
and regulated by the Financial Services Authority (FSA). For your security calls may be recorded.

I N S U R A N C E
PORSCHE
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2008 997 C4S with X51 Pack, lovely
car in Speed Yellow with full Porsche
history, 41,000 miles, recent tyres,
struts and pads, £34,650. Tel: 07950
508156. Email: siddass@hotmail.com
(Stirlingshire). P0114/026

www.KARMANN KONNECTION.com
Porsche 356 & Early 911 Specialists

Great selection of Cars and a
huge selection of O.E. and Top Quality

parts for all 356’s and 911’s 65-73.

Everything needed to Restore &
Maintain an early Porsche.

Please call or see website for
more details, price lists & catalogues.

01702 601155
info@karmannkonnection.com

PORSCHE CLASSIFIEDS 

911

Parts specialists for 911
01706 824 053

356

Parts specialists for 356
01706 824 053

911 (997 GEN 2) CARRERA 3.8S
PDK 2009/09, 35,000 miles,
immaculate condition, Aqua Blue,
Ocean leather, paddle shift, PCM2,
Bose, Bluetooth, USB/IOS, heated
seats, Xenon LED lights, FOPCSH,
tax/MoT April ‘14, £36,995. Tel:
01789 751207. Email:
mailboxjka@gmail.com (Warks).
P0114/010

997 TURBO S TIPTRONIC 2007,
immaculate Gen 1 car in Guards
Red, 32K mainly motorway, FPSH
Jun ‘14, road tax April 2014, black
leather heated seats,
cruise/climate, PCM, Park Assist,
lamp wash, multifunction sports
steering wheel, beautiful condition,
strictly genuine enquiries, £48,997.
Tel: 07986 042407 (Antrim).
P0114/014

WWW.GERMANSPORTSCARS.NET

993 RS, 44k KM, factory RSR spoiler kit964 RS Clubsport, 17k KM, factory custom paint

WE BUY LHD PORSCHE
964 RS & RS CS, 964 TURBO 3.6, 964 TURBO S, 993 RS & RS CS, 

993 CUP, 993 TURBO, 993 GT 2

911SC COUPE, Zeiglerot Red, 81K
miles, immaculate condition, MoT’d,
taxed, full history, Pasha trim
excellent. Drives like a dream!
Worldwide shipping available,
£15,950. Tel: 07908 588962. Email:
ciaran98@aol.com (Londonderry).
P0114/041

911 CARERRA RSR REPLICA,
based on 1985 3.2 Carrera, full
professional restoration by Cartec
Neath, lightweight BBS wheels,
rebuilt engine, please call for full
details, £49,995. Tel: 07974
758272. Email:
mark1@hotmail.co.uk
(Carmarthenshire). P0114/040

PORSCHE 911 C2 PDK, June 2009,
Sport Chrono, sat nav, heated
seats, 19” alloy wheels, mileage
1100 (eleven hundred miles),
Meteor Grey, warranty and MoT
until May 2014, £48,000. Tel: 07860
350985. Email:
andrew.m.knight@btinternet.com
(Staffs). P0114/025

Email your ad to
classifieds@chpltd.com

or visit our website

01752 840307    07768 555855
info@williamscrawford.co.uk

www.williamscrawford.co.uk
Special Porsche currently in our stock or arriving soon:
911 Carrera 3.2 Cabriolet. 1989. An exceptional, original
example. This one has all original detail and mostly all
original paint. 50,000 miles, 3 local owners, one for 20
years. Very rare to find in this condition.
911 Carrera 3.2 Coupe. 1989. Another superb 911 again
ultra fine. 37,500 miles. Guards Red. Special order interior
combination.
911 Carrera 3.2 Coupe. 1986. RS look. A great looking and
driving 911, all the visual appeal of the original at a fraction
of the price. LSD, period interior with recliners, lightweight
carpets, ivory headliner etc.
911 Carrera 3.2 Supersport Targa. 1986. Incoming.
911 Carrera 3.2 Supersport Cabrio. 1987, Guards Red.
72,000 miles. A beauty.
928 S4 Auto. 1991. Registered first in 1994. One owner for
17 yrs. 28,000 miles. Grand Prix White with Sherwood green
special leather. Exquisite...fabulous. One of the very best.
928 S4 GT Manual. 1988. Just 23,000 miles from new, two
owners from new. Ultra rare.
964 Targa Carrera 2 Manual. LHD. Violetblue metallic.
87,000 kilometers. Exceptional.
911 Carrera 3.2 Targa. LHD. Slate Blue metallic. With air
conditioning.
968 Coupe Tip. LHD. GP White, just 25,000 miles, like new,
one owner! and another similar 968 in Aubergine.
Please call with your requirements. Many others are available
or ‘hidden’ on our database including 993, 964, 3.0.

Your Porsche Required. We purchase Porsche, but we also broker, (sell on client’s behalf). Brokerage is
sometimes a good solution for more valuable or more unusual Porsche whether ultra low mileage, rare,
valuable, competition, or project. This can work very well for all parties. We take the strain and ensure a safe,
secure transaction. To discuss your situation please call. From 356 onward, project or perfect, single cars or
collections. References available. Call Richard Williams or Adrian Crawford.

Modern Porsche. We regularly supply correct, immaculate modern Porsche, to match a client’s requirements.
With the 100s available on the market and on our database, it makes sense to match a car to a client rather
than try to sell whatever we have in stock. Therefore please call should you like to use our bespoke sourcing
service. From new 991, through to 996, Boxster, Cayman, Panamera, Cayenne.
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We buy and sell
Porsches

01895 255222

Loads of used Porsches for sale all with large photos.
Always updated, no old stock.

Tips on buying a used Porsche, service and insurance contacts.
Around 40 cars in stock from around 1980 onwards.

Cars genuinely bought outright on the spot or sold on your behalf –
speak to Henry

If you think she’s
odd wait until you
see her father…

911virgin.com911virgin.com

2003 911 CARRERA 2
CONVERTIBLE, 60K with full
service history, 4 owners, met black
with black leather, hard top, factory
switchable sports exhaust, Garmin
sat nav, DVD, Bluetooth etc, lovely
throughout, £17,500. Tel: 07770
934004 (Kent). P0114/043

964 CARRERA 4 TARGA 1990(G),
Gunmetal Grey, FSH, 198K miles,
service/tax/MoT July ‘14, well
maintained throughout its life by
Porsche/specialist, owned since
2005, daily driver, £11,250. Tel:
07825 651462. Email:
phil911c4tg@gmail.com (West
Sussex). P0114/035

1977 911 3.0 SPORT COUPE, no
sunroof, is an RS backdate nearly
completed! V/nice car, £17,500, no
offers, worth £30K+, RH drive, full
history, UK car. Tel: Terry, 07973
371179. Email: terryfoubister@
aol.com. P0114/034

REBORN 911, Singer inspired
custom built 964 Targa, full
specification available see
www.reborn911.com for full details,
68K original miles, full history,
£85,000. Tel: 07887 702725. Email:
info@reborn911.com (E.Yorkshire).
P0114/033

VERY WELL SORTED 996 FOR SALE, 911 & Porsche World’s project car has had
around £20K in work and parts thrown at it not including the cost of the car. It
is a 65,000 1999 C4 in black with black leather and lovely to drive. It has had
everthing done and would be a very quick track car but hasn’t been tracked yet.
Hartech engine rebuild all future proofed, Pauter rods fitted, bearings, rings, all
ARP bolts etc, IPD fitted and K&N filter. Full remote exhaust system including
racing manifolds and cats, new clutch and flywheel. H&R anti-roll bars, Bilstein
suspension, fully adjustable height and damping. It has a full rose jointed arm
set up by RSS (Tarmac Series). This car has been set up for fast road use by
Torque Developments and is amazing. Fitted with a CobraTrak security system.
This 996 is not bumpy and stiff like you would think, it is awesome to drive
daily. It has Victor Equipment wheels fitted with Yokohama Advan AD08 tyres,
no damage, like new. New project forces sale, £19,995. Tel: 07947 254765.
Email: peter.simpson@chpltd.com (can be viewed at RPM Technik). P0114/031

tel: 01483 799245
email: info@eporsch.co.uk

visit: www.eporsch.co.uk

PORSCHE 944 S2 3.0
COUPE, 1989, G-reg,
1990MY, 98K miles, Grand
Prix White, blue  logo interior,
full service history £6,495

PORSCHE 911 (996)
CARRERA 4 CABRIOLET,
1999, S-reg, black, Savannah
leather, full service history, 18-
in alloys, electric memory
seats £8,995

PORSCHE 911 SC 3.0
COUPE - Weissach Limited
Edition LHD, 1983, Y-reg,
85K miles, metallic grey,
cream leather and red carpets,
documented full service history

£19,995

PORSCHE 928 GTS, 1993,
L-reg, 131K miles, engine
rebuild by Paul Anderson at
129K, silver, blue leather, full
service history £11,995

PORSCHE 911 CARRERA
3.2 SUPERSPORT COUPE,
1986, D-reg, Guards Red,
black leather, 100K miles,
factory Supersport M491,
FSH, bodywork restored, new
full black carpet set, Cat 1
alarm fitted £24,995

PORSCHE 911 (996)
CARRERA COUPE MANUAL
3.6 FACELIFT, 2003, 03-reg,
3.6 Facelift, 81K miles, Seal
Grey, black leather, full service
history, sat nav, sunroof

£15,000

PORSCHE 911 (996)
CARRERA COUPE TIP-
TRONIC, 1998, R-reg, 92K
miles, Vesuvius, black leather,
digital sound processor,
electric heated memory seats,
electric sunroof, Park Assist,
traction control, full service
history £11,000

PORSCHE 911 (996)
CARRERA COUPE MANUAL,
2001, 51-reg, 81K miles,
Meridien Silver (grey metallic),
grey leather, 18-in alloys, full
service history, new clutch,
discs & pads £12,995

PORSCHE 911 (964)
CARRERA 4 TARGA
MANUAL, 1990, G-reg, 199K
miles, Slate Grey metallic,
black leather, extensive
documented full service
history £12,000

MOTORFARM
3.2 Carrera Targa, 73K miles, FSH  £19,950

964 Coupe rolling shell, RHD  £2500
Mitsubishi Evo 6 Tommi Makinen, 49K miles, FSH, Silver  £9950

PARTS
3.2 Carrera engine complete and running

G50 gearbox with LSD
997 C4s Manual 3.8. Complete running car, all parts available

BBS RS 18” wheels & tyres (P.Zero) 8” & 10”
2 x early 911 tool rolls

CARS WANTED, any condition, aborted restorations

T: 01462 815 654   M: 07971 856 755
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964 CARRERA 4, 1989, 91K, 12
months’ MoT, Linen Silver, recently
serviced, lots of history, looks and
drives great, £11,500. Tel: 07977
282457 (Northampton area).
P0114/037

911 2dr CARRERA SPORT TARGA,
3.2 Coupe, 1989, manual, 107K,
Baltic Blue, colour coded mirrors
and alloy wheels, cream leather
interior, well cared for, garaged,
rebuilt engine, recent clutch,
electric seats/windows/mirrors, CD
player/Alpine speakers, FSH with
receipts, runs and sounds great, 6
months’ road tax and MoT, excellent
condition inside and out for year,
£12,495. Tel: 07809 295482. Email:
hilary7749@hotmail.co.uk (East
Sussex). P0114/042

996 CARRERA 4 CABRIO
TIPTRONIC, 2002, 3.6L engine,
Lapis Blue, 63,500 mls, full Porsche
main dealer service history, under
warranty until 2yrs ago, MoT, taxed
and service until June 2014, x1
previous owner, leather, Bi-Xenons,
sports exhaust, many extras
include colour coded wheels, rear
spoiler etc, for winter usage hard
top and set of ‘Avalanche’ split rim
wheels fitted with Pirelli P-Zeros!
Immaculate paintwork (all stone
chips removed just last year),
gentle road use, always garaged,
very good example and well
maintained, Porsche Club GB and
996 Register member, price
£17,500 ono, contact Dr Edward
Cooke for all details. Tel: 01746
783878. Email:
jillcooke52@hotmail.com.
P0114/036

911 2.4 S LHD SPORTOMATIC,
69,000 km, extremely rare and been
in storage since 1980 when it was
brought over from Germany, still
registered in Germany with original
papers and order from the factory.
Recaro seats and tilting bases,
7x15 Fuchs wheels, sunroof and
plastic tank. Needs light
restoration, totally rust free.
Carpets, seats and headlining,
instrument and dash panel are all
excellent and totally original. The
underside has not got its usual
dents, never been jacked up in
places where it bends the floor
pans. All original matching
numbers, in light yellow, colour
code 117, needs painting, new
seals and rubbers. Only covered
69,000km from new and only 3
owners. Only 139 made with a
Sporto box but this covers the full
range of 911s which would make
this car one of only 30 to 40 of
these in existence being a LHD
coupe. Wheels and anodising all in
excellent condition, sills and kidney
bowls are perfect. Contact for more
photos or  inspection, £95,000. Tel:
01686 440323. P0114/032

912

Parts specialists for 912
01706 824 053

1969 912 LWB, 2.0 911T engine,
same owner 30 years, excellent
condition, MoT’d, rare timewarp
interior, drives like a dream, 911 reg
plate, solid car, 15” Fuchs,
worldwide shipping, £27,500. Tel:
07908 588962. Email:
ciaran98@aol.com (Londonderry).
P0114/012

924

Parts specialists for 924
01706 824 053

924S, 1986, very tidy car, 92,000
miles, Guards Red with black
pinstripe interior and uncracked
dash, MoT until Sept 2014, six
months’ tax, the engine has no oil
leaks, investment, £2995. Tel:
07815 563817. Email:
cameron.turner@hotmail.co.uk
(N.Yorkshire). P0114/018

2for1 PORSCHE 924S, looking for
an affordable winter project? A real
Porsche BOGOF all for just £1250,
‘D945 JUM’ core 924S with ‘A806
KLK’ spares package, without MoT
or tax but can be seen running! Tel:
Wayne, 07732 844573. P0114/015

944

Parts specialists for 944
01706 824 053

944S2 CABRIOLET, 1990(G), 130K,
Guards Red, black interior, excellent
condition, 1 loving owner for last 20
years with FSH and all receipts,
garaged, serviced at Northway,
Berks, £6750. Tel: 07711 703542.
Email: dave.mcarthur944@
btinternet.com (Berks). P0114/030

1982 911 (930) TURBO,
absolutely stunning in Guards Red
with black, over £12,000 spent
making a beautiful car perfect by
fastidious Porsche Club member
owner, £40,500. Tel: 07748 519670.
Email: jamiecolwell@hotmail.com
(Dorset). P0114/029
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The front-engined 924 project came of age with the 944. In
1982 it was a very sophisticated machine and today it will still
hold its own on the road. It’s a great entry level Porsche

PORSCHE 944 LUX 1982-1989

Words: Steve Bennett Photography: Antony Fraser

BUYERS’ GUIDE

P
orsche may have
inherited the 924 after
Volkswagen decided
that it didn’t want it,
but the purveyor of

quirky rear-engined, air-cooled
sports cars certainly made the
most of it. In all the 924 project
ran from 1975 to 1995. Or to put
it another way from the 924 to
the 968. Engines and bodywork
changes aside, they are
essentially the same car.

It was the 944, though, that
saw Porsche stamp its own
identity on the front-engined
project. The 924 never shook off
its budget Porsche perceptions
(not held here by the way), but
the 944, with its all Porsche

engine and pumped up
bodywork, cast all that aside. In
1982, when it was launched, it
was to some serious fanfare and
as a sports car to seriously
aspire to.

In fact there was something of
the ‘Emperor’s new clothes’ going
on really. Aside from the engine,
and bodywork, there was much
of the 924 still to be found. The
underpinnings were near
identical, as was the interior,
albeit slightly more luxurious.

The 2.5-litre, four-cylinder
engine was in effect half of the
928, eight-cylinder engine. At
2.5-litres it’s big and brawny and
to smooth it out Porsche
employed counter rotating

balance shafts. Much was made
of its sophisticated (for the time)
Bosch L-Jetronic fuel injection
system, which undoubtedly
contributed to its excellent
flexibility and economy. Power
was 163bhp and torque was
rated at 151lbs/ft at 3000rpm,
both useful figures and ensure
that the 944 will still cut it today
against all those pesky turbo
diesels. Indeed the 944 Lux will
nudge close to 140mph and hit 0-
60mph in under 8 secs.

The engine and rear-mounted,
five-speed transaxle are joined
by a torque tube and the 944 is
famed for its 50/50 weight
distribution, which does make it a
very stable handling car, if not

that exciting in base Lux form. By
today’s standards it feels soft if
anything, but its ride on those
very unfashionable 15in wheels
and 195 profile tyres is very
calming compared with the
modern trend for blingy wheels
and low profile tyres.

In mid 1985 the 944 received a
comprehensive makeover with an
all-new interior (oval dash as
opposed to the 924 derived
square dash), and many detail
and refinement changes. These
later cars are more prevalent, but
early, good examples of the
‘square dash’ cars have a certain
cachet although the ventilation
on the early cars is woeful. Air
con on either was a rarely ticked

SPECIFICATION
944 LUX (163BHP)
Engine:....................Four cylinder, eight-valve
Max power ............163bhp @ 5800rpm
Max torque: ..........151lbs/ft @ 3000rpm
Transmission: ......Five-speed manual
Weight: ..................1280kg
0-62mph: ..............8.4 secs
Top speed: ............137mph
Prices when new:£12,999 (1982) £25,991 (1989)
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option, but hugely desirable if
you can find it. The final
incarnation of the 944 Lux, and
available from 1989 into 1990
was the 2.7-litre version, which
packed 165bhp and a useful
increase in torque – 166lbs/ft at
4200rpm. These late Luxes are
desirable, but faced with a 2.5
and a 2.7, we would go for
whichever was in the best
condition.

Drive a 944 Lux today and it
still feels modern, albeit with a
level of input to the controls that
might feel slightly alien. It feels
meaty and built to last, which
indeed it has. We say get in now
while prices are still affordable,
but beware a project 944
because if it’s started to go a bit
rusty, it’s probably beyond
economic repair.

ENGINE AND
TRANSMISSION
Both the engine and gearbox are
tough, with the former being
capable of going well beyond
200,000-miles if serviced
correctly. For its time the 944
eight-valve engine was very
advanced, with all alloy
construction, Nikasil/alloy liners
and steel rods and a forged steel
crank. The Bosch L-Jetronic
injection and ignition may be
primitive by today’s standards,
but it still ensures an optimum of
both and is ultra-reliable too. An
oil/water cooler has the dual
effect of getting the oil up to
temperature quickly and then
ensures that it remains stable,
which aids the engine’s longevity.

Problems? Nothing major.
Much is made of the engine’s
dual belt set up – one belt for
the camshaft and another for
the balance shafts. Neither has
any issues, and as long as they
are changed regularly (30,000 -
40,000 miles for each or three to

four years), along with the
associated rollers and
tensioners, all will be well.

The engine can be prone to oil
leaks because it does seem to
have more seals than most four
cylinder engines, not least for
the balance shaft housings and
the oil/water cooler, but these
tend to be drips rather than
deluges and can be budgeted for
over time. Porsche recommends
oil changes every 12,000-miles,
but we would recommend
halving that figure.

The big engine not only relies
on its balance shafts to keep it
smooth, but also fluid filled
engine mounts, which over time
can collapse. You will know
because it will shake the whole
bodyshell under idle. There are a
number of replacements on the
market, and as we have found
out ourselves, cheap is not best
(as low as £35 each) as they
tend to be essentially solid
rubber mounts. Go for the real
thing from Porsche (around £300
for a pair), it’s worth it.

Working backwards and the
gearbox and diff live in one
complete unit, which receives
power from the engine via a prop
shaft that spins at engine speed
and is housed in a torque tube.
The clutch is mounted behind
the engine and is an expensive,
near £1000 job to replace,
necessitating the removal of the
toque tube. Fortunately it is
possible to coax 80,000-miles
plus from the clutch.

The transaxle itself is suitably
rugged, but don’t ignore oil
changes. Neglect will lead to
pinion bearing failure, which will
make itself known by various
rumblings and whining noises
from the transmission. That said,
a faint, high-pitched whine is a
common characteristic of the
944’s whole transaxle
arrangement.

SUSPENSION,
STEERING, BRAKES
Early 944s came with steel
bottom front wishbones, with
removable ball joints, while later,
oval dashboard cars came with a
cast aluminium lower front
wishbone, with a bonded in ball
joint. The latter is one of the
944’s few suspension foibles
because wear eventually
necessitates replacement of the
complete wishbone, rather than
just being able to replace the ball
joint itself as with the steel
wishbone. The difference in price
is in the region of £500 v £50.

Ouch. However, recon alloy
wishbones are available and a
lengthened version of the earlier
steel wishbone is available from
Porscheshop at a fraction of the
alloy wishbone price.

Other than that the 944’s
suspension is pretty tough, with
MacPherson struts up front and
swing arms with torsion bars
at the rear.

Aside from worn dampers and
bushes it’s largely maintenance
free, although when the top
mounts on the front suspension
eventually fail, be prepared for a
substantial bill.

WHAT TO PAY
Now there’s a question! Prices are in a state of flux at the moment. As
ever there are plenty of nasty 944s around, but as time marches on
these are being gradually culled as they become just too rotten to
save. Consequently the good cars are on the rise, with dealers
charging up to and beyond £5000 for exceptional cars with under
100,000 miles on the clock. It’s surprising how many of these cherished
cars there are around.

Privately and things are more competitive. The same car that a
dealer is selling for £5k plus, could be below £4000 privately and there
are plenty of good 944s out there starting at £2500. And yes, it is still
possible to grab a decent project for under £1500, but just watch out
for rot. If those sills need replacing, then you might as well have picked
a solid car in the first place.

USEFUL CONTACTS
Carparts911
www.carparts911.co.uk
O/E and good quality pattern parts at great prices

Porscheshop
www.porscheshop.com
A great range of O/E and quality pattern parts, plus 944 bespoke parts
like dashboard covers for early square dash cars and Porscheshop’s own
steel suspension arms for all 944s

PorschApart
www.porsch-apart.co.uk
New and second hand parts including reconditioned heater control units

Design 911
www.design911.co.uk
Servicing and tuning parts from a comprehensive stock list

Augment Automotive
www.augmentautomotive.co.uk
The go to guys for more power from your 944. ECUs and AFM
replacement a speciality. Also 944 service parts
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BODY, INTERIOR AND
ELECTRICS
Rust is the word. Yes, 944s were
galvanised but the process
doesn’t last for ever. It is very
unusual these days to see a 944
that hasn’t had some sort of
welding or patching to the sills.
Put simply they rot, usually from
the inside out and they’re
expensive to replace. Bank on
about £1000 to do the job
properly if they’re really bad. Rot
of this magnitude is now
rendering some 944s beyond
economic repair. Rust can also
appear on the bottom of the
front and rear arches too.

Interior-wise the early square
dash cars are rather fragile,
particularly the dashboard itself,
which can really suffer in the
sun, causing splits and cracks.
No problem, Porscheshop do an
excellent glassfibre dash top
replacement. Otherwise the

seats on early cars can be saggy
and scruffy, but these can, of
course, be reupholstered.

Later oval dash cars seem to
be more robust. The dash is less
prone to cracking and the seats
seem to be sturdier. The
ventilation on the early cars is
simple but ineffective, while the
later cars have pretty good
heating and ventilation but it’s
rather more complicated, with an
electronic control unit and servo
and vacuum operated controls.
The whole thing can go haywire,
but reconditioned control units
are available on an exchange
basis from PorschApart and, if
you remove the inside of the
glove compartment, you can gain
access to the bulk of the heater
controls where, often as not, you
will find one or more of the
heater servo rods hanging limply.
Fixes are various, but we’ve
always found good old fuse wire
does the job!

Otherwise the electrics are
what you would expect from a
German car built in the 1980s –
tough. Oh, but it’s worth carrying
a spare DME relay for the fuel
pump, which can fail just when
you’re in the middle of nowhere.
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IN THE CLASSIFIEDS
1985 944 LUX
43,900 miles
Guards Red
Pasha interior
FSH
www.crosskeystradecentre.com
£4995

1987 944 LUX
139,000 miles
Guards Red
Black half leather interior with
Sports seats
GSH
www.kelshallcarsales.com
£1695

1985 944 LUX
87,000 miles
Guards Red
Cream/brown interior
FSH
Trade: 07775 775278
£3950

‘I BOUGHT ONE – WELL I BOUGHT
LOTS REALLY’
Way before I took the Ed’s chair at
911&PW my first Porsche was a black
944 Lux, and since I bought that car
12-years ago, I’ve rarely been without
a 944 in the garage. Indeed sitting
here and making a quick calculation,
I’ve had somewhere in the region of
eight or nine – all Lux models, save
for a 16-valve 944 S, which was a
lovely solid car, but utterly gutless.

Why a 944? Well, at the time I was
just getting out of a company car and
fancied something classic but
useable. It was a toss-up between a
Mk2 Golf GTi or a 944. I’m a child of
the ’80s you see. The 944 won and
I’ve stuck with them because they
are just such good, useable cars, with
a dash of ’80s style and great
practicality. I can get my bike in the
back with seats folded and the
wheels off.

Anyway, 944 Lux number one was a
great intro to 944 ownership. I
bought it from a non-specialist dealer
for £3500, which in 2001 was entry-
level pricewise for a 944. It was a
1986 car and had 130,000 miles on
the clock and the most
comprehensive, bulging service
history that I’d ever seen. It was a
good solid machine and had obviously
been used as an everyday car to have
racked up that sort of mileage.

Problems/issues? None to speak of
as such. It went just fine; everything
worked, and polished up it looked a
million dollars. But close up it was
starting to look worn and so I
embarked on what can only be
described as a rolling restoration
interspersed by attending to the
usual 944 issues – fixing the heating,
replacing the rear tailgate
latches/catches and the engine
mounts.

I had the wheels refurbed by
Jasmine Porschalink (or Jasmine
Motorsport as they were then), which
really showed up the black paint, so I
booked it in for a full respray. No, it
didn’t make any financial sense, but
the 944 had got under my skin by
then and when it returned a month
later it looked amazing.

And then I decided to get the valve
guides seen to. Well, the engine was
getting a bit smokey, bound to be the
valve guides, eh? Wrong. With the
head off it was obvious that one of
the bores was badly scored and the
block was scrap. Matthew at
Autowerke in Norwich reckoned that
it was the legacy of an overheating
incident. Cheapest thing to do was to
fit a second hand engine, although in
those days a second hand 944 engine
was about £1000. Ouch. Still, it had to
be done, and of course while the
engine was out it made sense to
change the clutch!

Strangely, after all that I sold it to
a friend, regretted the decision and
bought another one shortly
afterwards with a massive 220,000
miles on the clock. Then said friend
sold my original 944 back to me a
couple of years later. He’d only done
4000 miles in it, so all that work I’d
done was good as new. I ran it for
another couple of years, sold it to a
local chef, who ran it for a couple of
years and then sold it to the bar
manager at my local pub, who ran it
for a couple of years and then sold it
back to said local chef. It now resides
with a local farmer, it still looks good
and runs well, and I’m certain that I
will probably own the ‘community
944’ again at some point.
SStteevvee  BBeennnneetttt

WHAT THE PRESS SAID
The Porsche 944 also exudes charisma. Maybe it’s the elegant looks,
maybe it’s the evident quality of its build – the way the doors shut
with a clunk and the switches move with smooth precision – but it
oozes the stuff.
Fast Lane, Dec 1985

Over-riding all is the 944’s out of the ordinary efficiency, handling
and grip. It is superbly finished and has a unique balance of qualities
that for the price makes the few niggles seem utterly insignificant.
Autocar, May 1982

This new ‘real’ Porsche is impressive on many fronts. Few sports cars
combine performance and fuel economy the way the Porsche does –
not even the 924 Turbo. And rare are the rival cars (this side of
Ferraris and Lamborghinis) that handle so precisely and hold the road
so well.
Car, Dec 1981

PARTS PRICES 
(Prices supplied by www.grouptyre.co.uk
and www.carparts911.co.uk)
Tyres (each) £52.50 (Continental)
Front pads (pair): £48.00
Front discs (pair): £69.00
Distrubutor cap: £19.50
Ignition lead set: £74.70
Exhaust system: Rear back box, £158.40
Dampers
Front insert: £58.24,
Rear damper: £62.87
Clutch: £479.40

SERVICING
(Prices supplied by Northway Porsche
www.northwayporscheltd.co.uk)
12,000-mile service: £255.00
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Background: A standard, run-
of-the-mill 986-model Boxster
‘S’. Four owners. Bought by CPS –
with a misfire – as a project, and
now looking and driving well.
No road tax, but a good Porsche
Centre and independent history
and a longish MoT, and is
basically (very!) good to go.
Comes with a nice ‘personal’
registration number, too
Where is it?
Cotswold Porsche Specialists
Ltd is based at Unit 4A, Orchard
Industrial Estate, Toddington,
Gloucestershire GL54 5EB;
tel: 01242 620180; e-mail:
info@cotswoldporschespeciali
sts.co.uk
For: Specification, price and
relatively low mileage, plus that
classic and always appealing
colour scheme. Good tyres and
brakes, has the later-style front
apron, and even the plastic rear
window is both clear and
undamaged. Nice people, too!
Against: Like any ageing 986
(or 996, 987 and these days
even 997...) it comes with the
ticking timebomb that is the
M96/97 flat-six. But sometimes
– and at this price level – you
just have to live on the edge.
The clutch might need some
attention, too – but both the
IMS and RMS appear sound
Verdict: By some standards
not the most exciting of
Porsches – but almost certainly
still good for the best part of
160mph, and no less
importantly packs a hefty
punch in the urban credibility
stakes, too. We liked it a lot
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WITH 911 & PORSCHE WORLD’S CONSULTANT EDITOR, CHRIS HORTON
TRIED&TESTED

A
nother month – well, almost another year,
actually – and another priced-to-sell
Boxster ‘S’. I first spotted it at Cotswold
Porsche Specialists when I was there last
September for a how-to feature, and felt

duty-bound to return for one of these Tried & Tested
stories. In truth, proprietor Lee Jones took a little
gentle persuasion to let me cover it – mainly because
he was then still working on the car, and didn’t
consider it (yet) quite good enough – but I managed to
convince him that he was in danger of hiding his light
under a bushel, as the old saying goes. And that, of
course, is meant as a compliment to both the car and
Lee’s demonstrably high standards.

No massive surprises on the specification front: Arctic
Silver paint, black leather seats (with manual fore-and-aft
adjustment and electric backrests), leather-effect door
cards and fascia, white-faced instruments, plain three-
spoke steering wheel. Gearbox is the standard six-speed
manual unit (allied to the usual 252bhp 3.2-litre flat-six),
and there is both climate-control air-conditioning and a
single-disc CDR-22 head unit. So far, so conventional.
Front and rear lid releases are the old-style manual levers
rather than the later electric switches, and likewise there
is no opening glovebox. The hood, too, has the original-
pattern plastic rear window rather than the later and
obviously far better glass pane, and there is an optional –
but well-nigh essential – wind deflector between the
roll-over hoops. Outside, you get the standard 17-inch alloy
wheels of the period and red-enamelled brake calipers,
again the early-style ‘fried-egg’ headlights with matching
orange repeaters and rear indicators, and interestingly the
later so-called facelift front apron. Why, we don’t know.
Maybe the original suffered damage, back in the day –
or maybe the then owner simply fancied an update.

The car’s overall condition is generally very good. I am
assuming it must have had one or two paintwork repairs
over the years, but there are no obvious mismatches, and
no less importantly no glaringly obvious dents or scrapes.
No stone-chips on the lights or windscreen, the hood is
clean and undamaged, and amazingly – for a 986 of this
vintage, anyway – the rear window is entirely crease-free.
(The wind deflector could do with a good clean to improve
rear visibility, but how hard will that be?) The wheels have

the usual rusty fixing bolts, and the rims themselves signs
of both localised corrosion and the odd graze, but again
the overall impression is more than acceptable. Tyres are a
bit of a mixture – Continental Sport Contact 2 at the front,
Achilles ATR Sport at the rear – but all four have a good
depth of tread remaining, and likewise the brake discs and
pads should be good for many thousand more miles
before needing attention or replacement. Underneath,
there is the inevitable odd scrape behind the front apron,
and I note that the left-hand rear corner of the main
undertray is cracked, but again that would be easy to
replace with a good second-hand item. Inside the cabin,
too, the most serious ‘defect’ is nothing more than some
typical and largely unavoidable wrinkling in the leather on
the outside of the driver’s seat. The carpets have been
protected by Porsche overmats, the levers on the sills and
both associated kickplates are fine, the ashtray is unused,
and both front and rear luggage compartments appear
reassuringly clean and tidy. The spare wheel, too, seems
to be unused, and there’s a nice, big Bosch battery – a bit
grubby, perhaps, but plainly not too pre-historic.

The engine, I am told, is original to the car, and thus has
the early-style dual-row intermediate-shaft bearing (or
IMS). Whether that’s good or not is a moot point, but there
are no oil leaks, and Lee has checked the ECU for mileage
against running hours, and assures me that the resulting
figure is slightly below the almost universal average of
30mph – suggesting that the car has had a relatively
leisurely life so far. It feels like it, too. The motor is quiet
and smoke-free, and plainly has plenty of punch – it has
recently benefited from both a new air/oil separator and a
second-hand MAF sensor to cure the misfire with which
Lee bought it – although I think that the clutch, despite
being relatively new, has a rather dead, heavy action that
does detract a little from both the usable performance
and the overall driving experience. But see what you think.
Likewise the occasional suspension clunk – probably
nothing more than a worn coffin-arm bush, though, and
again both par for the course and easily fixable.

So there you have it. There is currently no road tax on
the car, but it is MoT-tested to June 2014, and barring any
engine problems – here unlikely, I suspect, but sadly
always possible in any of these Porsches – I see no reason
why it shouldn’t be fit for many more years to come. PW

CHECKLIST

Value at a glance
Condition ����
Price ���
Performance ����
Overall ����

�Poor ��OK ���Fair
����Very good �����Excellent

986-MODEL BOXSTER ‘S’ � 2001/‘Y’ � 88,497 MILES � £5995
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968 CABRIOLET, an absolutely
original, rust free, immaculate car in
Cobalt Blue with blue hood and black
leather interior, all electric options,
alarm, draught shield, cover, tools,
books, history, dry stored summer car,
engineer owned and maintained,
£9950. Tel: 01564 773746. Email:
pandbwillmer@blueyonder.co.uk (West
Midlands). P0114/009

IMMACULATE 2003 BOXSTER 2.7
TIPTRONIC S, outstanding condition,
only 23,800 miles! Good service
history, Arctic Silver with black leather
interior and black hood, 18” wheels
with excellent Continental N-rated
tyres, new rears, engine is sweet,
£10,250. Tel: 07581 234795. Email:
martin_hemingway@sky.com (West
Yorkshire). P0114/004

‘GKS 44’, on retention, £4500. Tel:
07757 206839.  Email:
sgs.488@gamil.com. P0114/005

‘GT 02 MAD’, this awesome plate for
that GTO/GT/GT2 is now back on sale,
£sensible offers please. Tel: 44 7850
083963. Email:
zedkhan112@hotmail.com.
P0114/011

‘RBK 944 S’, on retention, can be
transferred straight onto car, £250, no
other fees to pay, absolute bargain
price, cheaper then those Irish
coverplates that mean nothing. Tel:
01472 886820.  Email:
kelly9fb@btinternet.com. P0114/021

‘GT 03 GPT’, available for transfer,
perfect plate for your GT3, £800. Tel:
07711 182888. P0114/022

DO YOU OWN a new Porsche or are you
a professional boxer? I’ve 3 cherished
plates for sale, £1200 each, ‘PO13SCH’
(Porsche), ‘HW13OXR’ (Heavyweight
Boxer), ‘WC13OXR’ (World Champion
Boxer). Tel: 07875 178704. Email:
fletch16@btinternet.com. P0114/024

968

Parts specialists for 968
01706 824 053

PORSCHE CLASSIFIEDS 
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BOXSTER

Parts specialists for Boxster
01706 824 053

944 2.7, 1989(G), Copenhagen
Blue, Navy Blue Porsche logo
interior, 103,000 miles, full Porsche
and specialist history, 24 years of
documents, recent £1K service
including cambelt and rollers,
drives beautifully, fantastic
condition, £3750. Tel: 07912
853114. Email:
trevor@sigmaentry.com (Kent).
P0214/001

CAYENNE

Parts specialists for Cayenne
01706 824 053

1995(M) 968 SPORT, 123,600
miles, OPC/specialist service
history plus huge
receipts/documents file,
mechanically/cosmetically and
internally sound, usual Sport
equipment plus too much other
information to list here, ridiculous
Cat C marker hence price, £5750
ono. Tel: 01582 609131.  Email:
stuart.macfarlane@
bookproductions.co.uk (Beds).
P0114/039

968, full service history, 2 owners,
full black leather, recent gearbox
recondition, clutch, DM flywheel, no
expense spared, professional sound
system,150K miles, excellent
original example for age, future
classic, £6790 ono. Email:
james@jgcporsche.co.uk.
P0114/038

REGISTRATIONS

GT02 MAD

GT03 GPT

GKS 44

RBK 944S

P0I3SCH

968 SPORT, silver, manual, 0-60 5.6
sec, 28.8 mpg, MoT Aug ‘14, tax Oct
‘13, 160K miles, new belts, air con
compressor and condenser, drives
exceptionally well, very clean, good
tyres and wheels, electric roof, just
serviced and file full of history inc
MoTs, £5750 ono. Tel: 01325
266370. Email: ant@gmx.co.uk
(Durham). P0114/001

968 SPORT, Navy, 83K, average
condition, HPI clear, excellent and
complete service history, long MoT
and road tax, lovely driver, keenly
priced, needs buff/polish, wheels
need refurbish (not corroded just
scruffy), genuine enquiries only,
£7750. Tel: 07986 042407
(Londonderry). P0114/007

HWI3OXR
WCI30XR
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Background: A long-running
911 & Porsche World project car,
and now for sale – via RPM
Technik – so that the owner can
concentrate on his Carrera 3.2.
Rebuilt and remapped engine,
high-efficiency induction and
exhaust systems, race-style
suspension set-up, 18-inch
wheels and Yokohama tyres.
Tax to Feb 2014; 12 months’
MoT. Engine carries remaining
Hartech warranty, the car itself
RPM’s usual comprehensive
six-month guarantee
Where is it?
RPM Technik is at Units 6 & 7,
Old Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane,
Long Marston, Hertfordshire
HP23 4QR; tel: 01296 663824;
www.rpmtechnik.co.uk
For: Primarily its hopefully now
bullet-proof Hartech engine,
plus that hugely effective – and
refined – RSS suspension. Nice
colour, good condition (and
provenance, too!), and it still
looks more or less standard
Against: In practical terms
rather less than we initially
suspected. The exhaust system
is a bit over the top – and the
Rose-jointed suspension will
need regular maintenance and
quite possibly adjustment, too
Verdict: Opinion in the office
was always divided about this
one, but the finished article is
surprisingly good. The obvious
drawback is the price, which
although a fair reflection of the
investment in the project is
necessarily quite ambitious.
But neither the performance
nor looks would be seriously
compromised by refitting the
standard exhaust and even the
wheels/tyres, and selling the
current fitments. Just a helpful
suggestion, you understand...
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T
uning for improved performance is fraught
with dangers – the most obvious being that
of simply messing up what was a perfectly
capable machine to start with. And there
were times – most notably in 2011, while his

road-going 996 Carrera 4 was being fitted with a more
or less full-race suspension system – when I considered
that 911 & Porsche World art editor Peter Simpson was
doing just that. I began to change my mind in mid-2012,
after a full geometry set-up (and after Peter had wisely
abandoned a plan to fit an after-market turbocharger
kit), and now, having driven the 100 per cent finished
article, I am happy to eat my metaphorical hat.

The usual limited space here dictates that for the full
build-up story and parts inventory I shall have to direct you
to the relevant back issues of the magazine – details of
those from Peter himself, via his e-mail address on page 3.
My task now – and entirely impartially, of course – is to
assess the vehicle as it stands today; to suggest whether
(or not) it is worth buying. You can probably make a pretty
fair stab at the answer to that question even now, but
read on anyway, and I shall attempt to explain my logic.

Let’s start with the basics: 1999-model 996 Carrera 4;
Metallic Black paint, black leather seats (with electrically
adjustable backrests), a sliding steel sunroof, and not least
the later-style clear indicator lenses all round; climate-
control air-conditioning (which works!), the standard CR-22
combined radio/cassette player of the period, and a CDC-3
auto-changer in the front compartment. Gearbox is the
standard six-speed manual (already fitted with a short-
shift kit when Peter bought the car in spring 2011), and the
brakes – although at one time scheduled for an upgrade,
had the power unit been fitted with the planned ‘blower’ –
are the regular C4 discs and silver-enamelled calipers.

Said engine is a basically standard 3.4, but fully stripped,
inspected and reassembled by Hartech with new gaskets,
seals, bearings and timing chains – and as a direct result,
I believe, good for another 100,000 miles. (I stood there and
watched – and photographed – pretty much the entire
painstaking process.) Upgrades included massively strong
Pauter connecting-rods (for the sake of that intended
blower conversion again), a high-efficiency IPD induction
system, Rennline mounts, and not least a Cargraphic/Nine
Excellence switchable exhaust – more on that shortly.

Suspension, meanwhile – which I also saw being
installed, this time at Nine Excellence in Surrey – is a fully
Rose-jointed kit of four ‘coffin’ arms and six control arms
from US manufacturer RSS (plus two H&R anti-roll bars),
and was fitted in conjunction with a couple of new
standard Porsche members to replace the (slightly) worn
originals. Dampers are fully adjustable Bilsteins, by means
of which the car has also been modestly lowered, and the
entire system was later set up by Torque Developments in
Essex. Wheels – after Peter’s brief dalliance with some
over-large 19-inch rims – are subtle 18-inch multi-spokes
from Victor Equipment with a lovely matt-black finish (still
factory-fresh), and wrapped in Yokohama Neova tyres.
All four have probably 90 per cent of their tread remaining;
as usual, though, the wheel bolts could do with a repaint.

Little to fault, condition-wise, as far as the rest of the
car is concerned. There are a few inevitable chips in the
always unforgiving black paint, and a tiny spider’s web of
underlying corrosion in the middle of the left-hand front
wheelarch edge – but that’s about it. No scrapes under
the front apron (the a/c condensers seem clean and dry),
and the lights and windscreen are all good – although the
headlight lenses seem a little cloudy in places. The engine
bay was rather dusty (ditto the luggage compartment),
and the underside of the power unit quite wet with oil,
but that stemmed from an earlier teething problem with
a pipe union, rather than the usual infamous IMS bearing
or crankshaft seal; all issues are now addressed, I’m told.
Inside, the seats and carpets are all clean and tidy – the
rear seats’ backrests are folded forward under a full-width
Brey-Krause harness mount – and there is only modest
scuffing on the sill kickplates and lid-release levers.

The car is a blast to drive. Performance, if not quite in
the GT3 league, is strong and sustained – but you’ll want
to make sure the exhaust is set to ‘quiet’ mode if routinely
using more than 4000rpm, trust me. Brakes and steering
all do exactly what they are supposed to, and the short-
shift kit is nice, too – if occasionally a little too precise until
you become accustomed to it. By far the best bit, though,
has to be that truly amazing suspension – arguably even
better than a standard 996-model GT3’s, but at the same
time as supple, as refined and as comfortable as, well, a
standard 996 C4’s. I think it’s a combination that’s very
hard to resist – and I think you might well do so, too. PW

CHECKLIST

Value at a glance
Condition ����
Price ���
Performance �����
Overall ����

�Poor ��OK ���Fair
����Very good �����Excellent

996-MODEL 911 CARRERA 4 � 1999/‘T’ � 66,651 MILES � £19,950
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TOYO R888 TYRES, 2x235/35/19
87Y, 2x305/30/19 102Y, 1800 miles,
no repairs, damage or track use and all
evenly worn to 4.5mmF, 4mmR, new
R888 tyres come with 5mm not 8mm
as the norm, £750. Tel: 07050 333221.
Email: www@martinowen.com
(Suffolk). P0114/017
PORSCHE CARRERA (2) 2001 30mm
lower Eibach springs, £300; 18mm rear
wheel spacers, £50; cost new £650.
Tel: 01244 345245 (Chester).
P0114/027

PORSCHE MOBILE NUMBERS, 079**
911901, 902911, 911901, 918911,
935911, £49; 079** 911007, 911458,
908911, 911930, £99. Tel: 07776
255554. Email:
ninumbers@gmail.com. P0114/008
911 & PORSCHE WORLD, 47 issues,
September 1999 to July 2003 (minus
June 2003) + no 47, good condition,
read once and occasional dip-in, £175
+ £20 p+p, job lot/no splitting into
individual issues. Tel: 441582 609131.
Email:
stu.mac@bookproductions.co.uk
(Beds). P0114/013
911 & PORSCHE WORLD, every issue
from no.1 to current (23 years, 238
issues and counting), mint, in binders
to issue 182 (when the size changed),
my personal collection with my
contributions in most issues to 2010,
perhaps £1 an issue? Buyer collects.
Tel: Peter Morgan, 01672 514038
(Marlborough). P0114/016

BACK ISSUES, 23 years’ worth, no.1 to
current issue (excl 14 and 91), all in
very good condition, offers over £150
please. Tel: 01372 722928. Email:
jmstalk2@hotmail.com. P0114/023

WANTED 997 GEN II GT3 RS in Aqua
Blue and gold or possibly white and
gold, preferably with the front nose lift
option and PCCB. Tel: 01224 297894.
Email: johnstone.aitken@
glenclark.co.uk. P0114/028
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PARTS

BROKEN!! FOR SPARES
• 964 C4 Coupe • 968 Coupe • 944 S2 16v • 996 Tiptronic

Cabriolet (98) • 996 C2. S-reg. 49K • Boxster x5 from 98-04
• 964 C4 convertible • 944 Turbo. 1986. LHD • 944 Lux 1987

• 968 hard frontal • 944 Turbo 1987 x2
• Various 17” - 18” Wheel Sets for sale • Please enquire
Mechanical Work Undertaken!!
www.cmsporsche.co.uk

CMS Porsche Spares,
Horton Wood, Telford, W-Mids

01952 608911
07831 711609

Mail order and credit cards welcome

*************************************************

Porsche & Porsche projects or
salvage bought and sold

New panels for Boxster + 996. Please ask for latest prices

*************************************************

*************************************************

*************************************************

*************************************************

Various used interiors 944/996 etc
Various used panels 944/968/996 + Boxster

Servicing & Diagnostic
Work Undertaken

Now in New

Premises!

cmsporsche.co.uk

‘STAR’ NUMBER PLATE, wonderful
plate for your car, be a star every
day and keep them guessing who it
is, a real head turning number, get
in touch for details. Tel: 07779
767605. P0114/006

PORSCHE 294-928 INTERIOR in
black with Porsche Pasha pattern,
comes with front and rear seats,
door cards, centre console, rear
boot carpet, in mint condition, no
wear on bolsters and genuine
factory item, £670. Tel: 07867
840819 (West Midlands).
P0114/002

PORSCHE 924-928 CLOCK in
perfect working condition and ideal
for any project, £70, buyer collects,
no time wasters please. Tel: 07867
840819 (W.Midlands). P0114/003

4 PORSCHE 911 RSR wheels and
tyres, fully restored, front 10/15”
Pirelli P7 tyres, sizes 225/50 VR15,
brand new tyres; rear 12/15” Pirelli
P7 tyres, 285/40 VR15, part worn
tyres, wheels in perfect condition,
£1900. Tel: 01562 777997. Email:
Email:
stevewellings@btinternet.com
(Worcs). P0114/019

COMPLETE SET OF Porsche 993
type teardrop wing mirrors with all
motors, wiring, fittings etc, original
factory Porsche supplied, still in the
original new boxes, £750. Tel:
01562 777997. Email:  Email:
stevewellings@btinternet.com
(Worcs). P0114/020

YOU CAN UPLOAD YOUR PRIVATE ADVERT AT: www.911porscheworld.com
OR YOU CAN EMAIL: classifieds@chpltd.com

ADVERTS ARE FREE! YOU MAY INCLUDE A PHOTOGRAPH AND UP TO 30 WORDS OF TEXT (thereafter it’s 30p per
word). Copy can be submitted online or by email, fax (+44 (0)20 8763 1001) or post, with remittance if

applicable, to: 911&PW Private Classifieds, CHP, Nimax House, 20 Ullswater Crescent,
Ullswater Business Park, Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 2HR, United Kingdom. Don’t forget your contact details!

Deadline for inclusion in the February issue is 5th December (March issue deadline 16th January).

TRADE

Probably the largest independent
Porsche inspectors in the UK

We provide a bespoke, individual Pre-Purchase Inspection
service on any Porsche, nationwide, including

Cat C, D and repair inspections. We’ll thoroughly check 
all aspects of the car, inside, outside, underneath and by

road test. Avoid lemons, get faults fixed for free
and reduce asking prices!

Our fee is £295 inc. VAT and travel

01780 749449

www.carinspections.co.uk

HILLCREST
SPECIALIST
CARS
SPECIALIST IN PORSCHE

Whitehouse Garage, High Street, Nettlebed,
Henley on Thames RG9 5DB

Service, Repair and Sales
by factory-trained technicians

www.hillcrestspecialistcars.com

01491 642911

BRIAN MILLER MOTORS
SPECIALIST IN PORSCHE AND GERMAN MARQUES

• SERVICE • TUNING • FUEL INJECTION

• ELECTRICS • PRE-PURCHASE INSPECTIONS

• 46 YEARS EXPERIENCE

• OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY

0131 443 7806
2 LANARK ROAD EDINBURGH EH14 1TQ

INSPECTION

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED

For Trade advertising
call  020 8655 6408
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Lloyd Latchford Schemes Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered in England No. 5988054.

Sunset Court, High Street, Princes Risborough, Bucks, HP27 0AX

S C H E M E S  L I M I T E D

*subject to competing quote offering the same cover terms and you meeting our acceptable criteria

Our rates are not available online or from any other broker in the UK.
Call us now on:

• Nil Fire and Theft Excess
• Full Legal Cover
• Modified Cars Accepted

MARKET LEADING COVER AS STANDARD, INCLUDING:

Free Phone 0800 5877078

THE MOST COMPETITIVE PRICE GUARANTEED*

• 24 Hour Accident Helpline 
• Lost Key Cover 
• Misfuel Cover

PORSCHE INSURANCE
S P E C I A L I S T



120 911 & PORSCHE WORLD

classicline*
INSURANCE

Our policies are formulated to provide great bene�ts as standard. We o�er agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure additional cars 
at an extra discount. Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. There is also UK roadside 
and assistance breakdown cover included as standard on all our policies. With an added discount for being a member of 
The Independent Porsche Enthusiasts Club (TIPEC) or Porsche Club GB.

www.classiclineinsurance.co.uk      01455 639 000
Pr

Scienti�cally proven.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

27

Porsche
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Performance
INSURANCE
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www.mayfaironline.co.uk
Tel: 08444 935 713

� �$����#�#��#�!�"��������#���"��
���"���%��������#�!�����!�#!������� $! �"�"�

Porsche
motorInsurance

New & exclusive scheme
at reduced rates

guaranteed!
10%* discount  for 

Porsche Club 
Members

With every New Policy
20% off your next service at

���������
��	
��� 
�������
�
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NEXT MONTH

FEBRUARY ISSUE ON SALE: THURSDAY JANUARY 2
PLUS: Our cars, You and yours, How to, Q&A, Tried and tested and loads of Porsches and parts for sale

918 HYBRID SUPERCAR FIRST DRIVE

LIGHTWEIGHT

First drive of Porsche’s Hybrid Hypercar,
the machine that will take the fight to
Ferrari and McLaren

One reader’s quest for a
lightweight 924 Turbo

ADVERT INDEX
Aase Sales 56
Addspeed Performance Cars 32
Adrian Flux Insurance 108
Ashley Insurance 120
Auto Umbau Porsche 56
Autofarm 84
Autostrasse 103
Braunton Engineering 32
Brey-Krause 6
Cargraphic 123
Cavendish Porsche 24
Chris Turner 102
Classic Additions 103
Classicline Insurance 120
Club Autosport 85
Cotswold Porsche Specialist 56
Dansk 65
Design 911 31,120
DesignTek 65
Douglas Valley Breakers 85
Elephant Racing 29
Elite Garages 21
Elite Motor Tune 90
Engine Builders Supply 33
Evans Cooling Systems UK 55
Fabspeed 39
Fearnsport 64
FVD 2

GMG Racing 73
Guard Transmissions 76
Guards Red Design 19
H&R Suspension (Euro Car Parts) 91
Hartech 101
Hendon Way Motors 57
Heritage Insurance 107
HP Motorsport 84
Jasmine Porschalink 89
Jaz Siat Porsche 75
JMG Porsche 101
JZM 16
LA Dismantler 38
Lloyd Latchford Schemes 119
LN Engineering 16
Machine Mart 107
Mayfair Performance Insurance 121
Nine Excellence 55,97
Ninemeister 46
No 5 Garage 102
Northway 55
Numeric Racing 75
Ohlins / Design 911 13
Paragon GB 45
Parts Heaven 28
Patrick Motorsports 96
Paul Stephens / PS AutoArt 46
Performance Direct Insurance 107

PFC Brakes 65
PMO 96
Porsch-Apart 64
Porsche Cars GB (Aftersales) 7
Porsche Cars GB DPDS 11
Porsche Centre Portsmouth 6
Porsche Club GB 97
Porsche Torque 89
Porschembri Coachbuilders 103
Porscheshop 15
Porscheshop Euro Cup GT 84
Porschtek 47
Portiacraft 102
Prepfab 63
Prestige Salvage 102
ProMax Motorsport 96
Quickfit Safety Belt Service 101
Ramus Porscha 28
RennAire 97
Rennline 23
RGA 32
RPM Specialist Cars 38
RPM Technik 85
RS 911 103
RSJ Sports Cars 24
Specialist Cars of Malton 90
Sportwagen 76
Sportwagen Eckert 54

Steve Bull Specialist Cars 103
Stoddard Parts 25
Strasse 17 ,102
Supersprint 65
Tech 9 (TechArt UK) 124
The Wheel Restorer 96
Tipec 107
TWG Motorsport 102
Van Zweeden 37
Yorkshire Classic Porsche 90
Zims Autotechnik 103

CLASSIFIEDS 109-118
Brian Miller Motors
Car Cover Shop
Car Inspections
CMS Porsche
DSD Motorwerks
Eporsch
Finlay Gorham
Hillcrest Specialist Cars
Karmann Konnection
Motorfarm
Peter Morgan Media
Prestige & Performance Cars
Roger Bray Restoration
TJS Sportscars
Williams Crawford

next monthch.qxd:PW Template 22/11/13 14:02 Page 122
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TECHART in the United Kingdom:

Tech 9 Motorsport Ltd
Hale Garage, Hale Road, Hale, Liverpool L24 5RB
Tel: +44 (0)151 4255 911, Email: sales@tech9.ms

www.techart.de

www.tech9.ms

The grand entrance. An individualisation programme for the Panamera models which embodys the typical

TECHART values. Distinguished by its powerful emotional design and dynamic shaping. Premium technology,

thoughtfully designed. Made in the highest quality for full suitability for everyday use.

Inimitably GrandGT: the characteristic front apron with its integrated front splitter and large air ducts. The

seamlessly integrated multifunctional daytime running light system. The TECHART carbon fibre aero engine

hood with integral air outlets. Distinctive side skirts and a prominent body width, which exceeds the series

model by 42 mm at the front and by 84 mm at the rear. The solid rear wing ensures excellent driving stability

through well-balanced aerodynamics. And the unique GrandGT rear apron with air channels and diffuser.

Learn more on www.techart.de/grandgt or contact Tech 9 Motorsport, your authorized TECHART distributor
in the UK to experience all TECHART options for your Porsche Panamera, Cayenne, 911, Cayman or Boxster.

TECHART for the new Porsche Panamera models.
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