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A
nother month, another collection of record
breaking auction results. Hold on – that’s exactly
what I wrote last month. Running out of ideas? No,
I just can’t think of a better way to introduce the
fact that a Carrera 2.7 RS Lightweight recently sold

at auction for $1.4m (£844,800). For more reaction to that tale
see our news pages and resident retro 911 buff, Keith Seume’s,
‘Usual Suspects’ column on p26.

What do I think? Well, that’s so far into the stratosphere
that eventually the market will just run out of oxygen and die,
but in the meantime such massive price hikes are just

dragging everything else that’s even vaguely classic in their
wake. A $1.4m Carrera RS equals a £100,000+ 911 2.4S right
down to a £25,000 911SC. Yes, I kind of said that last month
too, but the reality is setting in.

I also said that the water-cooled 911’s time is coming too,
and now I’m convinced of it. Check out our air-cooled v water-
cooled 911 showdown in this issue. This could be my ‘Ratner’
moment, but after a good, fast drive in a very solid, well-looked
after 996 C2 3.6, the assembled air-cooled 911s just seemed
old fashioned and very expensive.

I’ll get my coat...

SStteevvee  BBeennnneetttt

“Eventually the market will just run out
of oxygen and die”
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*Participating centres only. Fixed price maintenance tariffs apply to Boxster Type 986 (1996-2004) and selected 911 Type 996 (1998-2005) models only. 
Fixed price maintenance tariffs may be withdrawn or varied at any time. Contact participating centres for full details, terms and conditions.
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Porsche Fixed Price Maintenance. 
The quality you’d expect, a price you wouldn’t.

Whether it’s a new set of brake pads or a replacement clutch, rest assured that with  
our new fixed price tariffs for a range of maintenance jobs on selected Boxster and  
911 models* it doesn’t have to be a balancing act between quality and cost. Our Porsche 
accredited technicians are trained to the very highest standards and only use the precise 
tools and genuine parts required to do the job to the standard your car deserves.

Get the best of both worlds with fixed price maintenance from Porsche.

For more information visit www.porscheownerservices.co.uk 
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PORSCHE NEWS

While the first international
classic car auctions of 2014
underlined the increasing values
of early and collectable 911s, the
second wave of sales, at Amelia
Island in Florida in early March,
saw an explosion in prices for the
best examples, with a 1973 911
Carrera 2.7 RS sold for
$1,402,500 (£844,800) and a 959
Sport for $1,100,000 (£663,000).
The RS crashed through its top
price estimate by $302,500
(£182,200), the 959 near to the
top of its estimate.
Classic Porsche race cars also

achieved strong prices, notably a
1968 907 Longtail which sold for
$3,630,000 (£2,186,500) – a new
record for Porsche’s most iconic
endurance racer. A 1959 718
RSK, one of 35 built, and
reckoned to be one of the most
original condition examples, went
under the hammer for
$3,300,000 (£1,990,000).
Those buying classic Porsches

in the last few years have
certainly enjoyed handsome
returns on their investments.
According to London-based
Historic Automobile Group (HAGI),
which compiles a classic car
value index, based on stock
market principles, Porsche values
leapt 20 per cent in the year to
January 2014, and nearly 60 per
cent in the last three years.
But other HAGI figures suggest

that despite their huge growth,
classic Porsches are still
undervalued. Prices across the
classic market as a whole rose
38 per cent to January, and 75
per cent over three years.
Porsche values accelerated
faster than those of collectable
Mercedes-Benzes, but were left
in the shade by Ferraris, which
shot up almost 50 per cent last
year, and which have almost
doubled in three years.
The $1.4m 911 Carrera 2.7 RS,

which was sold by the auction

house Gooding & Company, is the
most desired of the breed, the
M471 Sport version (commonly
referred to as the Lightweight)
which came with reduced interior
fittings, thinner metal panels and
glass, saving 100kg in weight.
The left-hand drive, German
market RS, chassis number
9113600883, is a “matching
numbers” car (meaning it has the
original engine and gearbox), and
was described by Gooding &
Company as a ‘remarkably pure
and sorted Carrera 2.7 RS’.
The $1.1m 959, sold by the

same auction house, is the
lightened Sport version, which
accounted for just 29 of around
300 959s that were built from
1986 to 1989, and has covered
just 5956 miles. Another 959, a
regular rather than Sport model,
went under the hammer at a sale
held by rival auctioneer RM
Auctions for $687,500
(£413,800), even this lesser price

highlighting how sought after
the four-wheel drive Porsche
supercar – available for under
£100,000 only a few years ago –
has now become.
The record price 917, one of

seven built for the 1968 season,
is thought to be the most
successful 917 of all, the first
Porsche to win the Daytona 24
Hours race, and a four times Le
Mans entrant. Other notable
prices achieved at Amelia Island
included $137,000 (£82,800) for a
1969 911 2.0E, $12,500 above its
top estimate, $242,000
(£146,000) for a 1973 911 2.4S
and $462,000 (£278,200) for a
1955 356 Speedster raced by
Pedro Rodríguez in 1958, $62,000
above estimate. Buyers, sellers
and auctioneers are no doubt
anticipating the next round of
major international auctions, at
Pebble Beach in California in
August, to see if values will
continue their upward trajectory.

CLASSIC PORSCHES SKY HIGH
CARRERA 2.7 RS AUCTIONED FOR OVER $1.4M

Photo Credit Brian Henniker
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NEWS – PEOPLE – PERSPECTIVES

Porsche’s 911 range is wide enough to keep most customers
happy, but Ruf, which has been tuning Porsches for 37 years,
sees a gap in the market – a rear-drive only equivalent of the
911 Turbo, which in factory form is all-wheel drive only. You
can have that plus extra power in a 911 GT2, but only if
Porsche happens to be making it at the time.

Located in Pfaffenhausen in southern Germany, Ruf bases
its conversion on the normally aspirated 991-series 911
Carrera S, and bolts its own intercooled twin turbochargers
on to the 3.8-litre engine. Hence the name RCT (Ruf Carrera
Turbo), a package it first offered 20 years ago, when the 911
Turbo went all-wheel drive.

The result is 517bhp, which is about the same as the
factory 911 Turbo but torque of 502lb ft is halfway between
it and Turbo S. You can have the RCT with manual or PDK
transmission, and if you want four-wheel drive – though that
would surely seem to defeat the purpose – then Ruf will
supply that, as well as its IRC (Integrated Roll Cage) and
uprated suspension.

RUF’S TWO-WHEEL DRIVE TURBO

PORSCHE PROFITS UP AGAIN
Porsche continues to make money at an astonishing rate, and
one that most other car manufacturers can only dream of, the
profit for 2013 up six per cent to €2.5bn (about £2bn), which is
£5.9m every day of the year. Profit margins were as good as
ever, an industry leading 18 per cent, while the corporate
overdaft was knocked down considerably, from €1.9bn to €899m
(£1.6bn to £750m).

Sales in this period were super healthy too, rising 15 per cent
to 162,145, and Porsche’s workforce also increased, up 11 per
cent to 19,456. It was to no one’s surprise that CEO Matthius
Müller declared 2013 ‘the most successful year in the company’s
history.’ He predicted more of the same for 2014, with profits ‘at
least on a par’ with 2013, despite the high start up costs of the
Macan (pictured), and also the considerable investment needed
to meet stringent forthcoming emissions targets.

Where will it all end? This 2.7 RS Lightweight was recently sold for
$1.4m, a record for a ’73 RS, and all the below Porsches hit record
sums at auction. Prices have risen by 75% over three years, yet
industry analysts still reckon that Porsches are undervalued!

Photo Credit Brian Henniker

Photo Credit Mathieu Heurtault

Photo Credit Mathieu Heurtault

Photo Credit Alejandro Rodriguez
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Ahead of the first round of the
seven-race World Endurance
Championship (WEC) that begins on
20th April at Silverstone, and
whose highlight is Le Mans in June,
Porsche has revealed further
details about its 919 Hybrid that
will enter the series – and these
confirm it as the most technically
complex car the company has
fielded at Le Mans since it first
entered the 24-hour event in 1951.
Seen at the Geneva International

Motor Show in March, the 919
Hybrid, which will run in the top,
LMP1-H class (‘H’ is for hybrid) has a
2.0-litre V4 petrol engine that
Porsche says is ‘as compact as it is
light’, and, using direct fuel-
injection and a single turbocharger,
revs to around 9000rpm. A new set
of WEC rules for 2014 reduce the
amount of fuel that can be used
per lap, but dramatically increase
the amount of energy that the
compulsory hybrid system can
produce, hence the challenge for all
teams has been to maximise
electric energy efficiency rather
than outright power.
Two different energy recovery

systems are used on the 919
Hybrid, one being the notably
innovative electrical generator
recovering thermal energy from
exhaust gases, and which is
powered by the exhaust gas
stream. The second system is
taken from the 918 Spyder, and is a
front axle mounted generator that,
via the brakes, converts kinetic
energy into electricity. This is
stored in water-cooled lithium-ion
battery packs, and released when
the driver needs the extra thrust,

at which point it is fed to the front
wheels, temporarily giving the
Porsche all-wheel drive, as normally
the petrol engine drives the rear
wheels only.
The driver can choose between

several automated drive modes, a
system first used on the 911 GT3 R
Hybrid racer. The race rules allow
for four levels of energy recovery,
ranging from two to eight
megajoules (MJ). The 919 Hybrid is
engineered for the “Premiere Class”,
with a recovery capacity of eight
MJ, thus the energy recovery and
storage systems need to be
heavy duty.
Also under the series rules the

919 Hybrid, with its
carbon fibre
monocoque
body/chassis
riding on 14-
inch wide
wheels, must
weigh a
minimum of
870kg, and
must not be
more than
4650mm in length
and 1050mm in height.
Its aerodynamic efficiency has been

honed by 2000 hours of wind
tunnel testing.
Inside, there are concessions to

driver comfort, the seat raised
compared to previous LMP1
regulations in order to give pilots a
better view, as will LED four-point
headlamps at night. But how right
the 919 Hybrid is will only be
discovered when ex Red Bull racing
star Mark Webber climbs in the
cockpit on the Silverstone grid for
its first race outing. The 911 RSR,
which will run in a different WEC
class, was also present at the
Geneva show.

911 & PORSCHE WORLD10

Strict emissions laws will
radically reshape the
format of the sports car,
but it doesn’t mean driver
enjoyment will be a thing
of the past, David
Sutherland hopes

Whether it’s road cars or
motorsport, the talk these
days is all about what you
can do with the power you
have – not having as much
power as you can. The
details revealed about the
919 Hybrid racer that marks
Porsche’s return to Le Mans
highlight the challenge that
Porsche and its rivals have
faced in building a car that
meets the new, efficiency
orientated series rules, and
you don’t need a crystal ball
to predict that in years to
come your Porsche will be
using an engine of no more
than two litres, if it has an
internal combustion engine
at all. European Union CO2
emission limits, and possibly
public opinion too, will
ensure that.

While on the face of it
this might not seem a
welcome proposition,
history tells us that often
the best version of a car is
the one with the smallest
engine and power output,
because it is the lightest
and best balanced. And
Porsche, which since its first
model in 1948 has sought to
maximise efficiency, can still
do a lot with two litres –
that was the engine size of
the early 911 (pictured),
remember, and that car was
never criticised for a lack of
performance or driver
involvement.

And it would certainly be
no bad thing for sports cars
not to be perceived in terms
of acceleration figures, or
their time around the
Nürburgring. Think of the
great drives you’ve had, and
it’s quite likely that out and
out speed or acceleration
were not what made them
memorable.

What probably did it for
you was the way the car
handled over a favourite
stretch of road, and – if
you’ll excuse the cliché –
how you and the car felt as
one, and there might have
been a great view involved
too. These are aspects of
driving that, luckily, the
legislators will find it hard to
clamp down on.

The future is bright and,
indeed, light and we can rely
on Porsche, we’re sure, to
get it right.

OUR TAKE
FUN FACTOR

LE MANS RACER
READY FOR
ACTION
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Porsche Communication Management System Update.
Take the direct route.
With the latest Porsche Communication Management system update you can now input a full 

seven digit postcode. Reach your destination easily with more accurate directions that fully 

incorporate road layout and junction information for just £149.99 incl. VAT*.

Intelligent communication technologies. From Porsche.

Contact your local Porsche Centre for more details or call 08457 911 911.

*Participating Centres only. The PCM update only applies to MY2009 cars onwards fitted with a PCM navigation system. Price shown includes VAT and fitting at a participating 
Porsche Centre. Prices correct at time of print and may vary. The PCM Update offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time.
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Quitting corporate life, he
sweated for 12 years
building up Porsche
suspension specialist
Elephant Racing, but in the
end success came quickly
How old are you and where
do you live, and work?
I’m 50, and live and work in
northern California, in the
heart of Silicon Valley.
What was your big break
into the motor industry?
PolyBronze bearings was
our first breakthrough. It
was a big step forward for
performance and was
awarded a patent, and
helped establish Elephant
Racing.
Summarise your career
Silicon Valley high-tech
corporate geek takes
Porsche to first track day,
has life-changing
experience. Drops out of
corporate life to make go-
faster parts under the odd
name of Elephant Racing.
Labours for 12 years before
the company becomes an
“overnight success”.
Are you a petrolhead
In the US we are called “gear
heads”. I became fascinated
with the 911 about age
seven, these odd looking
German cars with an air-
cooled engine out back.
What was your first car?
The poor man's GTO, a tired
'67 Pontiac Le Mans bought
for $300.
What was the first
Porsche you ever drove?
I bought the first Porsche I
ever drove, a ’73 914.
Which Porsche past or
present do you like best?
The early lightweight 911s
with peaky engines, so
engaging to drive.
What car do you drive
daily?
A 2014 GT3, which makes me
smile every time I get in it.
What gets you out of bed
in the morning?
Having a customer say how
much they like the product,
that gets me out of bed to
do it again.
What has been the biggest
challenge in your working
life?
Quitting corporate life to
start my own company.
Preparing to quit, I
remember waking in the
night in a cold sweat, filled
with anxiety – but the
moment I quit, the anxiety
was over.

CATCHING UP WITH
CHUCK MORELAND

CAYENNE THE QUICKEST SUV

Porsche boss Matthias Müller has had his contract as Chairman of the Executive Board extended for a further five years, his new term
beginning in January 2015. It’s a reward for strong profits and the seamless integration of Porsche into the VW Group.
Porsche is to invest €300m (about £250m) to expand its Zuffenhausen plant in Stuttgart, the carmaker’s spiritual home, where the 911
is manufactured. New production and administrative buildings will be erected, on adjacent land purchased, which more than doubles
the site’s size.
The Porsche Cayman has won the category of 'Best Coupe' in the inaugural 2014 UK Car of the Year Awards. ‘It’s one of the best
drivers’ cars out there at any price,’ commented Richard Bremner, one of the 27 jurors. ‘It’s glamorous, easy to live with and impressive
value for money.’
To coincide with the launch of the Macan in early April, the Porsche Travel Club has offered prospective customers the opportunity to
drive it from Barcelona through the Pyrenean mountains and back, over a two day period. The trip, including accommodation and
gourmet catering, costs €2150, about £1800.
Deliveries of new Porsches worldwide increased 3.4 per cent to 22,515 in January and February. The biggest increase was in the UK
where, thanks to a January surge, volume jumped 20 per cent, followed by Germany with an 11.4 per cent rise.

NEWS IN BRIEF

The Porsche Cayenne has been
certified as the fastest SUV in the
world, following an officially
observed shootout with rivals at
the Nardò high speed test track in
Southern Italy. And we’re not
talking about the Cayenne Turbo S
with its 542bhp 4.8-litre petrol

V8 – but the S Diesel.
In the contest, organised by the

German magazine Autobild, vehicles
ran on Continental tyres on the 12-
mile bowl and the 4.2-litre V8
Cayenne D reached a maximum of
280.7km/k, or 174.4mph. This beat
the petrol powered BMW X5 and

Mercedes M-Class, though in fairness
they were electrically regulated
while the Porsche was not.
The Cayenne did have an extra

trick up its sleeve – the fitment of a
TechArt Power Kit TA 058/SD1.
More about that in the Buying
Power pages following news.

Following Internet reports of 991 GT3s
going up in flames, Porsche has stepped
in and, following a swiftly implemented
investigation, is to replace the whole
engine in all 785 cars delivered
worldwide, about 100 of which are in the
UK. Two cars had caught fire, one in Italy
and the other in Switzerland, neither case
involving accident or injury.

‘It was caused by a loosened screw in
the connecting rod which damaged the

crankcase,’ a spokesman for Porsche Cars
Great Britain said, ‘On the strength of
that we undertook work to strengthen
that component, and we wrote to all
customers to inform them of the
replacement of the engine.”

Porsche would not reveal how much
the new engines would cost it, but said:
‘We wouldn’t put a price on that – nor
would we put a price on customers’
unfettered enjoyment of their cars,

or our peerless reputation for
engineering.’ The retail price of an
exchange GT3 engine from a UK Official
Porsche Centre is around £19,000
plus VAT.

As soon as the news of the fires
emerged, the carmaker stopped
deliveries of the £100,540, 468bhp
coupes, and, bypassing the usual vehicle
recall channels, asked all owners of 2014-
year models to stop using their cars
immediately and offered to collect them
for an inspection at a Porsche Centre.

ALL GT3 ENGINES TO BE REPLACED
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SHOWS AND EVENTS

April 4-6
Espritu de Montjuic Classic
Montjuic circuit, Barcelona, Spain
Great historic racing event featuring
variety of single-seaters, sports cars and
GpC cars on the historric street circuit
overlooking Barcelona. Great excuse for a
city break? See you there!
www.espiritudemonontjuic.com

April 7-12
Tour Auto
France
Blasting through France, this fabulous race
for ’51-’73 classics is always a magnet for
high-end classic Porsches
www.peterauto.peter.fr

April 11-12
La Jolla Concours d’Elegance
San Diego, USA
A concours event that’s fast establishing
itself and in very agreeable surroundings
www.lajollaconcours.com

April 24-26
Manx Classic
Isle of Man
Competitive speed events on closed roads
over three days
www.manxmotoracing.com

Sport

April 5-6
BRSCC Porsche Championship
Rounds 1/2
Silverstone, Northants
www.porscheracingdrivers.co.uk

April 5
MSA British Historic Rally
Championship
Round 2
Rally North Wales, Welshpool
www.hrcr.co.uk

April 21
Porsche Club Speed Championship
Round 1
Croft, North Yorkshire
www.porscheclubmotorsport.co.uk

April 21
British GT Championship
Round 1/2
Oulton Park, Cheshire
www.britishgt.com

April 21
Porsche Carrera Cup/BTCC
Rounds 3/4
Donington, Derbyshire
www.btcc.net

May 3
Porsche Club Championship
Round 1
Brands Hatch, Kent
www.porscheclubmotorsport.co.uk

THE PORSCHE
MONTH AHEAD

EVENTSThe original, 986-series Boxster
and the 996 911, both of which
were launched in the mid 190s,
are now classics – and that’s
official. Both these models have
recently been inducted into the
Porsche Classic Family, which
means they are now supported
by the Porsche Classic division.
‘In terms of the usual service
nothing will change for the
customer,’ the carmaker
explained. ‘However, Classic
specialists will ensure the
availability of Porsche genuine
spare parts, and that the
information on the vehicles will
be maintained for decades.’

In practise, Porsche is unlikely
to keep producing every single
part for these two cars
indefinitely – at the moment, for
example, some parts for the
1989 to 1993 964-series are
unavailable. But with 52,000
items held in stock for Porsches
dating back to the 1950s 356,
the most needed parts will be
easily accessible.

Pointing out that a wide parts
back up maintains the appeal –
and just as importantly the

value – of older models, Porsche
is also continually re-introducing
some parts that were
discontinued many years ago.
Recent returnees after a long
absence include front fog lamps
for a 1980s 911 Carrera 3.2, a
gasket for the rear number
plate lights on 1974-89 911s, a
1969-76 914 speedometer
cable, and even the highly
complex control unit for the

self levelling suspension on
1986-89 959s.

Other useful items available
from Porsche include front body
undershields for 964s and 993s,
6Jx15-inch steel wheels for
1970-73 911s, and wiper motors
for all 924s and early 944s.
Porsche says its classic parts
supply is one reason that over
70 per cent of all Porsches ever
built are still on the road.

Europe’s favourite trackday
destination, the Nürburgring
Nordschleife, has been bought
by a German-based automotive
group for something over €100m
(about £83.6m). The deal
encompasses the entire
Nürburgring complex, which
includes the Formula 1 circuit
that stages the race every two
years, and the hotel and other
facilities.

The new owner, the Capricorn

Group, has pledged to keep the
13-mile Nordschleife, in use for
over 300 days a year but which
has been in financial difficulties
for some time, open to the
public, but there will be a
rethink on how drivers are
charged to use it. Up to €25m
(£21m) is to be invested by the
new company set up to control
it, Capricorn Nürburgring GmbH.

The Nordschleife, built in the
1920s and situated in the Eifel

Mountains south of Cologne,
hosted the German Grand Prix
until 1976, when its safety was
called into question after
legendary Ferrari driver, Niki
Lauda, crashed, receiving life
threatening burns.

The Capricorn Group produces
a wide range of engine
components for road and race
Porsches, including pistons, con
rods, cylinder liners and
crankshafts.

911 & PORSCHE WORLD14

NEWS

NÜRBURGRING RESCUED

BOXSTER, 996 NOW CLASSICS
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DOMINATE THE TRACK. RULE THE STREET.

PRO-ALIGNMENT

PRO-STREET-S

MULTI-PRO-R1

PRO-SPACER

SPORTLINE

ANTI-ROLL-KIT

PRO-KIT

eibach.com

Performance for Motorsport and Street.

With our race experience and proven technology, Eibach are proud to announce, for the discerning 
Porsche owner, our new range of anti-roll bars for the Marque. Each of these kits features our 
hollow steel technology, for ultra-light weight, along with multiple levels of adjustability.

Designed to work in perfect harmony with our existing range of Pro Kit and Pro Spacers, you will 
only find these unique anti-roll bar kits at our Exclusive Official Dealerships.

For peerless chassis solutions for your Porsche, simply contact your nearest Eibach Specialist Dealer.

Springs | Anti Roll Bars | Wheel Spacers | Suspension Systems | Coilovers | Alignment Kits

Eibach UK | Phone: 01455 285 851 | e-Mail: sales@eibach.co.uk

Midlands North West South West South East

RPM Technik Ltd Ninemeister Regal Autosport Design 911

01296 663 824 01925 242342  023 80558636  0208 500 6699

workshop@rpmtechnik.co.uk ask@ninemeister.com sales@regal-auto.co.uk sales@design911.com

www.rpmtechnik.co.uk www.ninemeister.com www.regal-auto.co.uk www.design911.co.uk
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01923 269 788 www.jzmporsche.com

Gen II GT3 Comfort – It gives JZM great pleasure 
to offer this stunning, low mileage GT3 Comfort in 
the frequently requested colour combination of Solid 
Black with Black comfort trim. This GT3 is supplied in 
superb mechanical and cosmetic condition and has 
only covered 6750 miles from new.

996 Turbo – No stranger to the team at JZM, we 
have previously sold this vehicle and serviced it for 
the last 5 years. 996 Turbos are increasingly more 
difficult to source, hence we are proud to offer this 
Turbo with a fantastic factory options list.

3.2 Carrera Sport – A very special Porsche that given 
the recent spend represents great value for money. 
This Porsche has covered 91500 miles, however with 
an engine rebuild and the money lavished on it, even 
the most comprehensive inspection team would have 
difficulty in finding fault!

Cayman S – No stranger to the team at JZM as 
we have previously sold this Cayman and we are 
delighted to have it back in our showroom. The 
previous owner has been a long standing JZM 
customer and simply wants to upgrade.

Winners 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 & 2012

997 GT2 – A super looking vehicle supplied in outstanding mechanical and cosmetic condition and specified 
with the all important PCM 3 and carbon folding bucket seats. We don’t get to see that many 997 GT2s and 
it’s easy to forget just how good they look!

FEATURED

SPRING SUSPENSION OFFERS 
Offer One – Fast road geometry check and adjust 
Offer Two – Track day enthusiasts full geometry package 

Ensure your Porsche is safe and primed for the track – full details at www.jzmporsche.com

SA
VE

£1
25

+

JZM TRACK DAY OFFERS (end 30 April 2014)

rack day enthusiasts full geometrTTrack day enthusiasts full geometrwo – Offer TTwo – 
ast road geometrFOffer One – 

SPRING SUSPENSION OFFERS
y enthusiasts full geometr

y check and adjustd geometr
USPENSION OFFERS

rack day enthusiasts full geometrTTrack day enthusiasts full geometrwo – Offer TTwo – y enthusiasts full geometr
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This is what we like to see – an engine tuner that states its claimed
power gains in black and white. Arizona-based multi makes modifier
Evolution Motorsports has released a new “header” system – that’s
exhaust manifolds to us in the UK – for the entire 997 GT3 range and
told us that, for example, on the 3.6-litre, 2007 season model it will
increase power by 31bhp to 440bhp, and torque by 18lb ft to 318lb ft.
The Club Sport system costs from £3095 including VAT to £3795

depending on what catalyst option you want. To achieve the above
figures the engine will also need the firm’s ECU remap, which costs
around £1000, but there is no need to fit a sports exhaust, as most of
these seem to contribute more to sound output than to power output.
The headers, whose laser cut flanges bear the “EVOMS” logo, are a

three-into-one, equal length design, made from mandrel bent stainless
steel, and a direct replacement for the factory items. They mate up
easily to the standard exhaust. The UK importer is Regal Autosport,
based in Southampton, on 02380 558636, or at www.regal-auto.co.uk

Power promise

Taking space
There are many different brands of wheel
spacers available that are suitable for
Porsches. But Porsche competition
suspension specialist Tarett, based in San
Diego in California makes the proud boast
that those it supplies for the Boxster and
911 are ‘by far the highest quality and
lightest weight wheel spacers on the
market.’ It adds that the hub centric design
accurately locates both the spacer and the
wheel to the hub, making for a balanced
and vibration free set up.
They are CNC machined (computer

numerical control) from aerospace grade
6061-T6 grade and cut away in parts for
“added lightness”, as the late Colin
Chapman, founder of Lotus, would have
said. The track widening is 3mm, 6mm,
15mm or 19mm, and the spacers are
finished in a corrosion resistant black
anodised plating. Compatibility is 986/987-
series Boxsters and 996/997 911s, and
they are sold in pairs, priced at $88 (£53)
for the 3mm items, the others $175 (£105).
More detail are available at www.tarett.com

BUYING POWER
THIS MONTH’S MUST-HAVES AND PORSCHE ACCESSORIES

18 911 & PORSCHE WORLD

New start
Cambridge Motorsport Parts in Hertfordshire is supplying a starter motor for pre-1987
911s that is both lighter and more powerful than the original factory item – and, at £270
including VAT, almost exactly half the price. It is also a new starter, whereas those
supplied at Porsche dealers are reconditioned exchange units.
Suitable for 911s with the pre-G50 gearbox, it is named the Edge Starter Motor (Edge

being Cambridge Motorsport’s own product brand), and is based on a Japanese Denso
starter, but with a special pinion and mounting brackets. Its output is 2kW, and the
gearing is reduced for greater turning power – very useful when cranking a high
compression road or racing engine. For further information call 01462 684300 or visit
www.cambridgemotorsport.com
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Turning up the torque
With 378bhp, backed up by 627lb ft torque available at just 2000rpm, the V8 engined Cayenne S Diesel –
the more powerful of Porsche’s two SUV oil-burners – isn’t exactly crying out for more power. But
German tuner TechArt takes the view that a little, or indeed a lot, more grunt never did any harm, and
has extended its Techtronic system to cover this model. The TechArt Power Kit TA 058/SD1, essentially
an ECU remap, claims a power lift of 20 per cent to 454bhp, and an 18 per cent hike in torque, taking
pulling power to 738lb ft – or the magic 1000Nm. The torque peak occurs 2200rpm higher than on the
standard engine.

The enhancement sees the factory 0-62mph time of 5.7 seconds pared by an eighth of a second,
which doesn’t sound much, but it drops the much quoted sprint time below the five second threshold.
Maximum speed is up 8mph to 166mph, and the TechArt modified Cayenne has been crowned the
fastest diesel SUV in the world – more about that in the news pages.

The Power Kit is priced at £4964 including VAT and fitting, and there is also a carbon fibre Engine
Styling Package to go with it, which costs £1887 fitted. However the UK importer, Liverpool-based Tech9
(0151 425 5911, www.tech9.ms) is currently offering readers of 911 & Porsche World a special price:
£3995 all in for the Power Kit and £1499 for the Engine Styling Package.

Bright spark
The business case for Elf Ignition’s products is the not unreasonable proposition that owners of classic
Porsches will be happy spending money to upgrade the electrics of old cars, which are invariably
substandard, and often in poor condition as well. The firm, based in Rednitzhembach, south of
Nuremberg, is offering, under the Nology brand name, its HotWire sets which are replacement spark
plug leads that give a bigger and shorter spark, thus burning the fuel in the cylinders much more
efficiently. It claims an even more effective improvement when the HotWire set is used in conjunction
with the Nology ignition modules, of which there are various types.

Sets are available for every type of Porsche up to and including the 993-series Carrera 2 and 4. The
HotWire four-cylinder set,
priced at €232 (about
£193) fits the 356, 912,
914, 924 and 968, while
the six-cylinder set for
the 911, 914/6 and 930
Turbo is €348 (£290). The
eight-cylinder set for all
928 variants is €464
(£387), and the six-
cylinder double ignition
set for the 993 is €696
(£580). They come with
all the necessary
connectors and clips, and
are available in black, red,
orange, yellow and blue.
Delivery is around 20
days, says the firm, more
details about which can
be seen at www.elf-
ignition.de

The Tyre
DEPOT
New, quality tyres will
refresh your Porsche’s
handling – but only if
the chassis setup is
spot on
If you are about to purchase tyres for your
Porsche, you need to be mindful about
correct wheel alignment and geometry
settings. Because while fitting good tyres is
imperative to the car’s performance and
handling, in order to maximise the benefit of
a new set of rubber, the chassis and
suspension set up needs to be on top form.
If not, irregular handling and premature or
uneven tyre wear can result.

Porsche the manufacturer had the insight
to provide an adjustable chassis, which can
be reset back to the original factory intended
position. This is of the utmost importance
given the condition of the roads in the UK,
and the daily trauma your car is put through.

Wheel misalignment is commonly caused
by kerbing, potholes and other road damage,
all of which can put it dramatically out of
true. Worn suspension parts can also badly
affect alignment, and of course it may have
been wrongly adjusted previously.
Misalignment will make the car less stable
when taking emergency and evasive
manoeuvres.

The benefits of accurate alignment are
significant. It can add thousands of miles to
the life of a set of tyres, and can improve fuel
consumption, thanks to a decrease in rolling
resistance when all four tyres are pointing in
the same direction and are inflated correctly.
Many handling problems can be eliminated by
four-wheel alignment, giving a driver more
confidence and a better driving experience. It
is well worth having a suspension inspection
as part of an alignment procedure – then
worn or damaged parts can be spotted
without unnecessary cost.
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• Authorised distributor for Pirelli P Zero Trofeo
– “the ultimate road/track tyre”
• Discount for Porsche Club Members
• Porsche and Ferrari tyre specialists
• All leading brands
• Fitting and mail order
• Wheel refurbishment

ONE OF THE UK’S LEADING SUPPLIERS OF
ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES

Call: 0844 324 6880 • Email: tyres@elitegarages.co.uk • www.elitegarages.co.uk

Call: 01224 497000 • Email: konrad@kenwayautotrade.co.uk • www.kenwaytyres.co.uk

Call: 0845 6801537 • Email: enquiries@bushtyres.co.uk • www.bushtyres.co.uk

Branches in: Horsham • Pulborough • Caterham • Haywards Heath • Bournemouth • Southampton • Salisbury • Portsmouth • Worthing • Brighton • Eastbourne • Strood • Canterbury •Deal

ZR Tyres: Lincoln • Bush Tyres branches in: Horncastle • Spilsby • Skegness • Louth • Boston • Sleaford • Beverley • Great Grimsby • Hull • Long Sutton
Scunthorpe • Kings Lynn • Bourne • Spalding • Goole • Endyke Tyres: Hull

Kenway Tyres branches in: Aberdeen • Dundee

Call: 01501 823366 • Email: wholesale@cooperbrothers.co.uk • www.cooperbros.co.uk
Cooper Bros branches in: Newmains • Carluke • Cumbernauld

Call: 02890 848444 • Email: info@magowantyres.co.uk • www.magowantyres.co.uk
MT Wholesale: Co. Atrim N. Ireland Magowan Tyres Co: Atrim N. Ireland

Porsche Cayenne 29535R21 107Y Pirelli Pzero N1 £276.95
Porsche Cayenne 27540r20 106Y Pirelli Pzero Rosso N1 £242.95

Porsche 997 Turbo/2S/4S front 23535ZR19 Bridgestone RE050a N1 £173.95
Porsche 997 Turbo/2S/4S rear 30530R19 Bridgestone RE050A N1 £268.95

Porsche Cayman Boxster 986 Front 20550Z17 Bridgestone SO2 N4 £129.95
Porsche Cayman Boxster 986 Rear 25540ZR17 Bridgestone SO2 N4 £154.95

Porsche 991 S Front 24535ZR20 91Y Pirelli Pzero N0 £214.95
Porsche 991 S Rear 30530ZR20 103Y Pirelli Pzero N0 £302.95

Porsche 996 Front 22540R18 Continental Sport Contact 2 N2 £144.95
Porsche 996 Rear 26535ZR18 Continental Sport Contact 2 N2 £195.95

All Prices are Fitted including Adhesive Balance, New Valve
and Environmental casing disposal

APRILOFFERS
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Seeing the light
Meguiar’s is best known as the
supplier of potions that make the
dirt melt away from bodywork, but
now for something completely
different from the US-based car care
specialist, which dates back more
than century, but which only set up
in the UK in 2002. Its latest product
is the Headlight Lens Correction Kit,
which contains everything needed
to get rid of light oxidisation, general
cloudiness and surface scratches,
and to produce a crystal clear finish.
The kit comprises an 118ml bottle

of Plast-RX, three double-sided
sanding discs with four different
grits (1800, 2400, 3200 and 4000), a
micro-fibre towel and a 28ml bottle
of Meguiar’s Headlight Protectant.
The kit costs £16, which does not
seem a high price given that running
with scratched or foggy headlamps
is so tiring and dangerous. It can be
purchased on the company’s
website www.meguiars-online.co.uk

PRODUCTS

Panel game
Chemical cleaning specialist SPL in Dudley in Warwickshire has up until now offered
an immersive treatment for car bodies, to strip away paint, underseal and
corrosion. It also cleans engines, which is very useful for removing limescale and
debris from hard to reach waterways.
Now it is extending the service to individual body panels that are being restored

on classic cars. Despite its efficiency it is described as “gentle”, which is good news
if the body panels concerned are very old and a touch fragile, as they might be on,
for example, a 356.
SPL says it makes no difference whether the panels are steel or aluminium, the four-

stage process being the same for both. An “e-coat”, or KTL Process rust-proofing finish
– widely regarded as the best available anti-corrosion treatment for mild steel – is also
offered. Having a 911’s bonnet, engine cover and doors cleaned would cost £360
including VAT, with the same again for e-coating. Engine cleaning prices start at £77. To
find out more, call SPL on 01384 242010, or visit www.surfaceprocessing.co.uk, which
features a demonstration video of the immersive process.

Heat treatment
Rusted-on components can be the bane of the home
mechanic’s life, as anyone who has tried to remove an
exhaust system from an older 911 that has been in
place for a long time will no doubt testify. Hence the
Heat Inductor from Laser Tools in Warwickshire
promises to be a very useful item for the garage
toolbox, offering a professional level of safe heat –
which comes via a high frequency electromagnet,
not a naked flame – in a conveniently compact, hand-
held format.
At £595 it is not cheap, but according to its maker it

is most effective. It comes with 19mm and 22mm coil
attachments to allow the heat to be concentrated on
nuts and bolts, and also a universal “rope coil”
attachment that can be wrapped around the part to be
heated. For an extra £114, a kit of eight preformed coils
from 15mm to 19mm is available.
The Heat Inductor can also be used when less

extreme temperature is required, such as when
removing badges and transfers from bodywork. In this
instance, a special pad is used to spread the heat at
the point of contact. Should contacts with an
attachment become loose, the circuit automatically
cuts out. For more details of the product, and of
stockists, go to www.lasertools.co.uk

Classic engine care
With a classic Porsche engine unsophisticated by
modern standards, it couldn’t make any difference
what oil you throw in it, right? Wrong, according to
the Yorkshire based oil specialist Millers Oils, which
has just introduced its High Performance Classic
20w50NT, a fully synthetic formula designed for
older, high revving engines. ‘Many classic car
owners don’t realise that most post-war cars run
just as well, if not better, on modern synthetic oils
as they do on mineral oils,’ says Nevil Hall, the firm’s
managing director.
The oil, using Millers’ “nanotechnology” is claimed

to be both low friction and have long oil film
durability, and to reduce wear on older engines by
up to 38 per cent compared to other oils of the
same grade. Five litres is likely to cost around £46.
For more details, visit www.millersoils.co.uk
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GuardsRed Design.

The Anatina© a uniquely styled, exclusive
table that embodies the iconic 1970’s 911 RS.

phone: +44 (0)1224 906179   email: contact@guardsred-design.com   web: www.GuardsRed-Design.com
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PORSCHES WANTED (2003 TO 2012)

911(997) Turbo3.6(2006-06)
Basalt black with black leather,
Sat Nav, 55,000miles............£40,000

911 (997) "2S"3.8 (2007 -07)
GTSilverwith black leather,
31,000miles.......................... £33,000

911 (997) "4S"3.8 (2006 -06)
Seal greywith stone leather,
Sat Nav 49,000miles...........£31,000

STS HOUSE
BRISTOL WAY

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE

SL1 3QA
T: 01753 553 969

911(997) "2S"3.8 (2009-59)
Silverwith black leather, Sat Nav,
36,000miles............................£44,000

911 (997) "2S"3.8 PDK (2010 - 10)
White with black leather,
Sat Nav, 24,000miles...........£50,000

911(997) "2S"3.8 (2009-09)
Basalt black with stone grey leather,
Sat Nav, 23,000miles...........£42,000

911 (997) "2S"3.8 (2008-58)
White with black leather,
Sat Nav, 36,000miles............£43,000

911(996) Turbo3.6(2002-52)
Seal grey with black leather, TIP
Sat Nav, 52,000miles............£28,000

911 (997) "2S"CAB3.8 (2008-58)
Aqua blue with ocean blue,
Sat Nav, 46,000miles............£42,000

911(997) TURBO3.6CAB(2008-57)
GT Silver with ocean blue,
Sat Nav, 37,000miles...........£50,000

911 (997) TURBO3.6 (2007 - 07)
Basalt black with black leather, TIP,
Sat Nav, 51,000miles...........£42,000

911 (997) TURBO3.6 (2006-56)
Basalt black with stone grey leather,
Sat Nav, 44,000miles............£42,000

911(997) “4S”3.8(2008-57)
Basalt black with black leather,
Sat Nav, 41,000miles............£36,000

911 (997) "2S"3.8 (2007 -57)
Silverwith red leather,
Sat Nav, 30,000miles.......... £34,000

911(997)"4S"3.8tip(2006-56)
Basalt black with black leather,
Sat Nav, 33,000miles............£34,000

911 (997) "2S"3.8 (2007 -57)
Silverwith red leather,
Sat Nav, 30,000miles.......... £35,000

911 (996)TURBOCAB(2004 -04)
Basalt blackwith black leather, TIP,
Sat Nav, 58,000miles..........£32,000

911 (997) "2S"3.8 (2005 -05)
GTSilverwith black leather,
Sat Nav, 49,000miles..........£27,000

ALL CARS SOLD
WITH 1 YEAR

IN HOUSE RSJ
WARRANTY

R
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1970 Porsche 911 S Targa
Black. 41,500 miles. LHD

1991 Porsche 911 964 RS
Metallic Amethyst. 58,500 miles. LHD

1989 Porsche 3.2 Carrera Supersport  
Guards Red. 21,400 miles. RHD

WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING TO BUY 
CARS OF EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY 
FOR IMMEDIATE CASH PURCHASE

FULL DEALER FACILITIES INCLUDING FINANCE & PART EXCHANGE

CALL JONATHAN FRANKLIN ON 0208 3485151 OR 07522 911911
WWW.HEXAGONMODERNCLASSICS.COM

1989 Porsche 911 Speedster 
Guards Red. 9,000 miles. RHD

1986 Porsche 911 Carrera Cabriolet
Ivory. 44,000 miles.

1987 Porsche 911 Supersport Cabriolet
White. 47,600 miles. RHD

1997 Porsche C4S Coupe
Metallic Arena Red, 44,000 miles. 

Porsche 912 E
Red. 43,000 miles. 

1993 Porsche 928 S4 Automatic 
Blue. 74,750 miles. RHD

Porsche 996 C4S Coupe
Manual. Lapis Blue. 11,700 miles

1986 Porsche 911 3.2 Carrera Sport Coupe
Blue. 55,000 miles.

1996 Porsche 993 C2 Coupe
Turquoise. 45,000 miles 

1989 Porsche 911 Sport Body 3.2 Carrera 
Cabriolet. Metallic Blue. 55,000 miles
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WITH CARRERA RS LIGHTWEIGHTS NOW CHANGING HANDS AT
OVER A MILLION DOLLARS, KEITH SEUME CAN’T HELP WONDERING
IF THE WHOLE WORLD HAS GONE MAD. BUT IS THERE ANY WAY
PRICES CAN BE KEPT IN CHECK? HE HAS HIS DOUBTS…

USUALSUSPECTS
KEITHSEUME
ClassicPorsche

THE COLOUR OF MONEY

Has the world gone crazy? That’s the question
many people have been asking in recent
months as auction prices for classic Porsches
have gone through the roof, through the ozone
layer and into outer space. And I don’t like it
one little bit.
At the recent Gooding & Co auction at

Amelia Island in Florida, a 1973 911 Carrera RS
sold for $1.4 milion. That’s one and a four,
followed by five (count ’em!) zeroes. Not long
ago, that would have bought you, if not a 917,
then certainly a 550 Spyder, with change left
over to buy a nice 911S or two. Back then,
entry-level 911s were still affordable, with SCs
going for four-figure sums, 912s likewise. Even
good pre-1974 cars, except for the S and RS,
could be picked up for under £20K.
But no longer. You see, what happens at the

top end of the market ultimately affects
things at the bottom. The values of classic
models have gone nuts, the result of which
brings a mixture of delight and dismay in
almost equal quantities: some people revel in
the fact that their classic which they bought
just a few short years ago is now worth a
fortune while others lament the fact that old
Porsches are no longer affordable. At least, not
as far as the average enthusiast is concerned.
And that has to be a bad thing.
What I have always liked most about the

Porsche scene as a whole is that it had
generally been ‘off the radar’ as far as
investors are concerned. Yes, there are those
who have always known certain models would
probably increase in value but, cars with
competition history aside, production models
apart from the Carrera RS have never really
come under scrutiny. And, yes, the Carrera RS
was a production model – not a hand-built, only
a dozen ever made, exotic.
It is a fabulous car, but unless it’s been raced

at Le Mans or by a famous works driver, not a
million-dollar car in my eyes. Indeed, one could
argue that there’s probably more pleasure to
be gained from owning a well-sorted 2.4S than
there is from an over-restored, under-used RS
which drifts from concours to concours,
auction to auction.
No, Porsches have generally been sensibly

valued – but others prefer to use the term
‘undervalued’. I suspect they are the people for
whom enjoyment comes from knowing how
much their cars are worth rather than the
thought of blasting over hill and dale early on a
Sunday morning in June.
Let’s leave the stratospheric prices to

Ferraris and the like. That’s probably doing
everyone a favour anyway as, let’s face it,
Fezzas have never had the greatest reputation
as far as practicality and reliability are

concerned. I knew a guy who owned a
Testarossa. He talked about ‘two-pump’ and
‘three-pump’ days: press the throttle pedal one
too many times and the car wouldn’t start. He
sold it, bought a new 930 Turbo and never
looked back.
But we can’t turn the clock back. ‘The

market’ has suddenly switched on to classic
Porsches and we can’t do a thing about it.
Prices will continue to rise, investors seeking a
safe place to store their cash safe in the
knowledge that they won’t be taxed to the hilt
when they eventually get bored and dump
their collection back on the market in a couple
of years’ time.
Naturally, restorers and purveyors of fine

automobiles will rub their hands with glee over
this rapid upturn in values. The more these
cars fetch at auction, the more we’re seeing
rotted and bent wrecks being returned to life
rather than being scrapped for parts as they
perhaps should have been. Let’s replace every
conceivable body panel, weld in the original VIN
stamping and call it the same car.
It happens all the time – and then the

original shell, minus its VIN, ultimately
becomes valuable as the market continues to
go crazy, the result being you’re going to end
up with two examples of the same car. It’s
already happened in other markets and I know
for definite that it’s starting to happen in the
Porsche scene.
Auction houses and aforementioend

purveyors of fine automobiles surely won’t be
alarmed at the rapid rise in Porsche values.
Following years of the collector sportscar
market being dominated by Prancing Ponies,
the arrival of the Stuttgart Stallions must be
like manna from heaven, offering a fresh

Stunning in every way, this 1973 Carrera RS
‘Lightweight’ sold for $1,402,500 at
auction. A true reflection of the RS’s value,
or a momentary lapse of reason?
(Gooding & Co/Brian Henniker)

1988 Porsche 959 ‘Sport’ – $1,100,000
(Gooding & Co/Mathieu Heurtault)
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USUAL SUSPECTS

Here they are: The usual suspects,
911 & Porsche World’s elite squad of

journalists and Porschephiles. They’ve
always got plenty to say so we’ve
given them a couple of pages each

month to chunter on

opportunity to benefit from the commission on
sales. And it’s good publicity, too.
No auction house wants to be seen

achieving what might be misconstrued as
mediocre results (even if the hammer prices
were a true reflection of the lots on offer)
when a rival can boast of multi-million dollar
sales a week or two later. But have you ever
watched coverage of some high-end US
auctions on TV? To be honest, they make me
feel quite ill. It’s like watching a circus act.
On the one hand, you have suited and

booted bullies yelling at bidders to dig ever
deeper into their pockets – I mean, literally
yelling at them – while on the other you have
smug-looking bidders who derive great
pleasure in proving to themselves and a TV
audience just how much they can afford to pay
for cars which will now spend their days sitting
in an air-conditioned storage facility, like bars
of gold bullion in the vaults of a Swiss bank.
Oh for the days when bidders raised an

eyebrow to discreetly attract the attention of
the auctioneer to show their interest in a lot…
I guess it shouldn’t matter what prices cars

go for at auction – but it does. There is an
inevitable knock-on effect which filters all the
way down to the bottom. Higher prices mean
fewer people able to get their foot on the
Porsche ladder – just like the housing market in
the UK. With no new blood coming in at the
lower end of the market, Porsches – and here
we’re principally talking about 911s – will join
the ranks of other exotics and become toys for
the rich. Which, contrary to populist opinion, is
something Porsches have never really ever
been about.
There has been much debate about this

topic on many Internet forums and some have

pondered (myself included) on what would
happen if Capital Gains Tax (CGT) was
introduced on the sale of classic cars. The
obvious response is that it would stop
investors moving in to capitalise on a rather
lucrative loophole in our tax laws. That, surely
would result in prices falling to a more
reasonable level. Wouldn’t it? Maybe not, if
the USA is anything to go by.
I had no idea until recently that a version of

CGT is payable on the sale of classic cars on
the other side of the Pond, the percentage
payable on the profit of the sale (assuming
there is one, of course) dependent on how long
the car has been owned. According to a
fascinating address given by one John Draneas
at the recent Gooding & Co Amelia Island
auction, you are liable to CGT of 20 per cent if
you’ve owned a car for more than a year, but a
whopping 39.6 per cent if less than a year.
But that’s not all: there is a recently-

introduced ‘net investment tax’ of 3.8 per cent
on anyone who makes $200,000 or more in one
year. So someone who hits the market right,
buys an RS at a bargain, say $750,000, and
then flips it at the right auction 10 months
later for a cool million bucks could be liable to
taxes on his $250,000 profit totalling (pause to
find calculator…) $108,500 (further pause to
register disbelief). Well, actually it would be a
little less than this as the vendor can offset
sales costs (presumably advertising and
auction premiums, etc) against profit. Oh, on
top of that would be any taxes payable to the
State in which the car is sold, too.
There is a way round this by taking

advantage of the IRS’s 1031 exchange system,
using an ‘accommodator’ – that’s someone
who actually makes the transaction for you,
holding the money until you find a replacement
vehicle. The only proviso is that ownership of
the vehicle shall have been handed over to the
accummulator before the sale, or at least
before you receive any money. There is a 45-
day period of grace before tax becomes liable
to allow you time to find another car, proving
that you didn’t do all this purely for profit and
that you really are a car nut.
But the bottom line is that the US equivalent

of our CGT has had no real effect on hammer
prices at auctions. After all, in the rarefied
world of billionaire collectors, what’s $100K
between friends? And that means that
Porsche prices will continue to rise until
somebody finally realises that it’s all getting a
bit silly. But that won’t happen for a long time.
Sooner or later we’ll end up with nothing but

private collections filled with cars that are too
valuable to use. And that, my friends, is not
what Porsche ownership is all about. PW

Cars with race history will always
command high prices – in this case,
$3.6million for an ex-Le Mans 907
(Gooding & Co/Mathieu Heurtault)

RSK sir? Yours for a mere $3.3 million…
(Gooding & Co/Brian Henniker)

BRETTFRASERCHRISHORTON JOHNNYTIPLER STEVEBENNETTPAULDAVIES
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Unit C2, Arun Buildings, Arundel Road, Uxbridge. UB8 2RP

01895 814446
07507 623997

Porsche Specialists

Fully Equipped Workshop
Bodywork and Restorations
Diagnostics and Tuning
Free Estimates
Engine & Gearbox Re build
Specialists
Collection & Delivery Service
Pop in for a free mechanical
assessment
Audio & Alarm Fitting

5500  YYEEAARRSS  CCOOMMBBIINNEEDD  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE
FFRROOMM  EEXX  OOPPCC  MMAASSTTEERR  TTEECCHHNNIICCIIAANNSS
((AAFFNN,,  RRUUFF  &&  HHAATTFFIIEELLDD))

all major credit cards are accepted

We carry out a full range of Porsche servicing and Porsche
repair projects on all popular and classic models including
diagnostics and body repair work. Porsche Torque are able
to undertake all types of mechanical, cosmetic and
restoration work to your complete satisfaction.

www.porsche-torque.com
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Authentic. All.

The passion that surrounds the Porsche marque is demonstrated by the fact that over 70%  

of all Porsche cars are still in use — and being enjoyed by enthusiasts all over the world. With each passing decade,  

they are all becoming revered classics waiting to be refreshed or restored. As it always has been, our commitment is  

to provide the most comprehensive supply of authentic parts for your car, including Porsche Classic and our own production 

of long unavailable items. That mission includes offering parts for all the later Porsche models, even through the 1990s.

Stoddard NLA-LLC stoddard.com

Highland Heights, Ohio 44143 USA  800 342 1414       Reno, Nevada 89502 USA 800 438 8119

Alloy Lugnut

Fits all 911, 912, 944 
with alloy wheels
SIC-182-003-36

Center Reflector

Porsche Classic Part
Fits 911 1989-1994
964-631-159-01

Owners Manual Cover

Fits all 1964-1989 cars
NLA-460-420
NLA-460-420-BLU

Front Bumper Seal

OEM manufacture
Fits 911 1974-1989
SIC-182-003-36

Ignition Wire Set

Fits 911 1968-1973 
With correct wire retainers 
and 90-degree connectors
SIC-609-061-00

Door Handle

Fits all 911, 912 1965-1967 
Polished Stainless Steel 
with lock seal
SIC-531-061-10

Steel Wheels

6.0X15 1965-1976 
From original tools 
SIC-361-021-20 
SIC-361-021-10 paint

Steering Rack Puck

Fits all 911, 912 1965-1968 
Pressure block repair piece
SIC-347-929-00

Engine Grill

Fits all 911, 912 1974-1989 
Black plastic
911-559-411-01

Rocker End Cap

Black aluminum
Fits all 911 1974-1989
SIC-559-941-04
SIC-559-942-04
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Center Reflector

Porsche Classic Part
1 1989-1994Fits 91

964-631-159-01

Door Handle

1, 912 1965-1967 Fits all 91
Polished Stainless Steel 
with lock seal
SIC-531-061-10

Alloy Lugnut

1, 912, 944 Fits all 91
with alloy wheels
SIC-182-003-36

S

6
F
S
S

Steel Wheels

6.0X15 1965-1976 
From original tools 
SIC-361-021-20 
SIC-361-021-10 paint

Engine G

1Fits all 91
Black plastic

1-559-4191

Grill

1, 912 1974-1989 
stic

1-0141

ire SetIgnition W

973 -19681 1Fits 91
With correct wire retainers 
and 90-degree connectors
SIC-609-061-00

ers 
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Steering Rack Puck

968 1, 912 1965-1Fits all 91
Pressure block repair piece
SIC-347-929-00

Front Bumper Seal

OEM manufacture
1 1974-1989Fits 91

SIC-182-003-36

R

B
F
S
S

Owners

Fits all 1964
NLA-460-420
NLA-460-420-BLU

Rocker End Cap

Black aluminum
1 1974-1989Fits all 91

SIC-559-941-04
SIC-559-942-04

Manual Cover

rs1989 ca-64
420
420-BLU
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GOT SOMETHING TO SAY? NEED TO EXPRESS AN OPINION ON THE
PORSCHE WORLD? WELL, HERE’S YOUR CHANCE…

LETTERS

SENSATIONALISM?
For a while I have been
wondering whether 911 & PW
has fallen into the tabloid trap
of creating ‘news’ for the sake
of sensationalism and
perpetuating, on theway, a
panic based on a distortion of
facts and the propagation of
inflatedmyths about
mechanical problemswith the
M96 andM97 engines.
I could not agreemorewith

previous readers who have
expressed their dismay and in
particular I am in sympathywith
Phil Raby (Letters, April 2014).
Instead of you taking stock of
the critical and valid comments
made, you respond, as in
previous issues, in a very
guarded, defensive and
theological manner by claiming
you are firm believers in stating
the facts and by implication
that the facts speak for
themselves aswell as taking a
moral stance on the issue. You
claim, ‘…it would bewrong for
(you) not tomake people aware
of potential problems...’.
But do facts speak for

themselves? It is one thing to
tell others about potential
problems (in an informed but
non-judgmental manner as
others have done). It is another
to amplify and distort the facts
to give a false impression that

anyone contemplating buying
any suchmachine is basically
heading for financial ruin.
What really pushedme to

the brink is theway in which
you appear to almost
deliberately manipulate the
myth by acting as independent
and detached gurus whilst in
fact you choose to promote
your own gospel. In doing so,
you fail to remain faithful to
yourmost important task as a
reliable and informative voice in
theworld of Porsche.
A friend and I bought two

identical examples of the
water-cooledM96 engines
(Boxster 2.5) andwhile mine
was perfect, my friend’s had
serious issues within a short
period and needed a new
engine. Though the two cars
were similar there was a
distinct difference: he ran his
recklessly, I ranmine carefully –
and for three years without
trouble. Then I bought another
Boxster (a 3.2) which I kept for
three years and used on a daily
basis, again without trouble.
This was followed by a 996with
the first-generation M97 engine
– also trouble-free. Finally, for
the last six years I have been
running a Cayman S (32,000
miles) which remains in pristine
condition in every aspect.
Is that luck? Maybe but ‘luck’

is not a case for scientific
analysis. However, what are
scientifically measurable are
consistent and regular
maintenance, and the quality of
maintenance. I believe that
none ofmy cars have ever
failed because of an almost
evangelical attitude to
servicing which far exceeds the
recommended intervals.
So, when a reader writes to

you in Q&A, Porsche Problems?
(April 2014, p.107), we cannot
help but feel sorry for the
owner and remain equally
upset andworried about the
same nasty experience
befalling on us. In this
distressing context of events,
what is the response? ‘Yet
another M96Meltdown…’
shouts the headline, followed
by pictures and commentary
which in a simplistic albeit ill-
informedway succeeds in
adding credence to themyth
and by implication establishing
it as a bare fact.
I would ask anyonewho cares

about facts to read the letter by
the unlucky owner. He starts
his nightmarish tale by saying,
amongst other things, that
‘relatively little servicing had
been done during the previous
three years… after I acquired it
the car was treated to amajor
service (the first new oil in three
years!).’ This is both astonishing
and revealing. Astonishing that
anyonewould buy a Porsche in
that abused state. Revealing
because if a car has been so
abused onewonderswhat
other types of persistent abuse
was also inflicted by previous
owners; and inevitablywith
such abusewhat surely follows
ismechanical failure.
Shouldn’t you have given an

unequivocal lesson about the
relationship between
maintenance and reliability, and

in this instance promote the
alternative case by suggesting
that rather than been a
meltdownwaiting to happen,
poor maintenance ought to be
considered a likely culprit for
the ‘meltdown’?
It costsmoney to buy a

Porsche (a good one anyway)
but it costsmore to keep and
maintain it at a level which
ensures a reliable and durable
machine. An expensive toy to
play with or keep in the garage
youmay say but then you have
somethingwhich, if properly
looked after, may last enough
to prove every pundit wrong.
DrTVass,viaE-mail

Keith Seume replies:We
couldn’t agreemorewith your
comments about the
importance ofmaintenance.
However,we have been in
contactwith BarryHart
(Hartech) and youmay be
interested to read his views: ‘It
seems that somepeoplewant
information to allow them to
make informed decisions,while
otherswant to live in a rose-
tintedworld inwhich they
hope theywill avoid theworst –
unfortunately these are,more
often than not, the victims.
If you trawl the Internet for our
posts relating to engine
problems youwill find thatwe
alwaysmake the pointmost
strongly that these are great
cars, and nowgenerally priced
to reflect the risk. But not all
will last as long asmost buyers
would hope before they need
an engine rebuild.
For journalists, Porsche
engine specialists and dealers
selling them, there is the
dilemmaofwhether to
comment on the subject or
simply ignore it.
Ourworld is full of issues
where no onewas prepared to

spill the beans –meanwhile
many people suffer until the
truth eventually comes out, at
which point everyonewonders
why it took so long.
Inmy view, itwould be totally
irresponsible not to show the
true picture and if somepeople
decide theywould prefer not to
know, the answer is simple:
don’t read about it…
One of the roles of the press
is to responsibly highlight
issues of public interest and to
advise thosewho could be
exploited. Inmy view the
weaknesses in this engine, the
unacceptable response from
themanufacturers and the
many owners, dealers and
warranty businesseswho are
exploiting the lack of exposure
about the problemneed
publicity – and it is the duty of
those in the know to act
accordingly.’

MORE PROBLEMS?
I have followed with a mixture
of interest and dismay your
coverage of the problems
associated with the so-called
M96 engines. Like many others,
I suspect, I had hoped this was
a one-off ‘blip’ in Porsche’s
generally troublefree history.
Now I am beginning to wonder
if that is indeed the case.
I refer, of course, to the

news that Porsche is recalling
every single 991 GT3 following
fires in two customer cars. I
understand frommy local OPC
that all cars will be fitted with a
new engine regardless of
whether they have suffered a
problem or not. This has to be
Porsche’s most expensive and
embarrassing faux-pas to date.
One can only imagine what

themainstreammedia will
make of this – and as for
Clarkson on Top Gear…
AdamWright, via E-mail
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© 2013 aase sales

...new owner...same enthusiasm!

S A L E S
TM

Columbus, Ohio / 8am - 8pm EST     740-503-3651     aasesales.com sales@aasesales.com

� Parts � Components � Assemblies � Accessories
� Restoration Services � Special Cars

I AXLES/STEERING 

I BADGES/CRESTS 

I BODY/INTERIOR

I BRAKES/WHEELS 

I EMBLEMS/DECALS 

I ELECTRICAL 

I ENGINE/TRANSMISSION 

I FUEL/EXHAUST

I LIGHTS/LENSES/TRIM 

I PEDAL SYSTEM/LEVERS 

I RUBBER/SEALS 

I TOOLS/MANUALS/BOOKS

OVER 17,000 NOS/ORIGINAL 
356 & 911PARTS!

NOS Early 911 door
seals   $135.00 pair
Doors not shutting 
properly, bouncing open?
Do your 911 a favor and
put the correct seal 
back in your car.
Coupe:
901.531.093.23 (65-73)
Targa:
902.531.093.40

CORRECT
PROFILE

911 engine grille – Black*   $950.00
(1972 and up )  911.559.041.02 (‘69-‘71 Silver version in stock)

NNEEWW genuine Porsche 
turn signal and tail light lenses 
with silver trim now in stock

911 Crest Decal  $15.00

Shell 
Air Cleaner

Decal   
$12.00

911.701.001.55 
(69-73) 911

The lenses with silver trim fit 911 1969 - 72 
$155 front $180 rear
lenses with black trim (1973 and up) are also available

NOS 911 Chassis ID Plates (67-74) - many years in stock

911 red border timing decal - fits 1967-68 911’s   $45.00
912 red border timing decal - fits 1965-69 912’s   $45.00 
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GORDON THOMSON YOU AND YOURS

N
otuntil Gordon Thomson eases the cover
off his 1981-vintage 3.3-litre 911 Turbo,
does it strike you how rare these cars have
become. Outside of a dedicated Porsche
event, when was the last time you saw

one? And what makes Gordon’s car all the more eye-
catching is the fact that it’s white: most 911 Turbos
surviving from this era seem to be Guards Red or silver.
But white does suit it, although in strong sunlight the
flare off the paintwork tends to disguise the breadth
of those trademark fat wheelarches.
A quick look at the odometer reveals that Gordon’s

Turbo has only done 92,000 miles, a fact that causes
the IT specialist a modicum of embarrassment. ‘I’ve
really not driven it much in the past 10 years,’ he
admits with a note of shame in his voice, ‘and that’s
criminal really. In fact, I think that between its most
recent MoT and its previous one, I’d only gone 11 miles!’
Conscious of how cars can deteriorate when under-

used, even when well kept, Gordon admits to nerves
when the annual test comes around. ‘Every year I
become very anxious, but then every year the Turbo
sails through its MoT. There was an advisory this time
for slight corrosion on the brake pipes, but it was
nothing concerning.’
Despite the lack of mileage in the last few years,

Gordon’s car displays evidence that he hasn’t simply
tucked it away in the garage and forgotten about it:
there’s a relatively up-to-date road atlas nestling in the
rear footwell, and the front carpets are flecked with
the little bits of gravel and dust that accumulate when
you’re frequently jumping in and out of the driving seat.
And he keeps the battery rigged up to a trickle charger,
clearly in the hope that one day circumstances will be
right for another outing.
‘The biggest problem,’ Gordon explains, ‘is that the

Porsche isn’t really all that practical when, say, I need
to take a laser printer across to a client. As a
consequence I tend to use my Audi RS4 Avant for most
journeys these days; it’s more convenient.’ But you can

tell from his slightly rueful expression that Gordon
wishes he could use the Turbo more often.
Strangely, given his penchant for fast cars and the

fact that he’s a distant cousin to Formula One ace,
Jackie Stewart, Gordon wasn’t a raving petrolhead in
his youth. ‘Yes, I’m not really sure where my car
fascination sprang from, he confesses, ‘as I’m also very
much into horses. But the interest in cars probably
stems mostly from the four or five years I spent
working in Antwerp.
‘At that time I drove an Austin Allegro; you know, the

one with the square steering wheel that they called a
‘Quartic’ wheel. Some of my friends out there in Europe
were into their motor racing, and from Antwerp it was
relatively easy to get to all the European grands prix.
At that stage (the mid- to late-1970s) the grand prix
scene was quite vibrant and the races more interesting
than they tend to be these days. And so I picked up a
slight interest in motorsport, too.’
Perhaps inspired by what he’d seen on track, the

mighty Allegro eventually made way for the first of a
string of Porsches, in the form of a 924 Turbo. ‘That
was an absolutely fabulous car,’ recalls Gordon, ‘and
Helen, my wife, and I have lots of fond memories of it.
When I brought it back to the UK after finishing my
work in Antwerp, I had the very obliging chaps at
Lancaster, now trading as Porsche Centre Colchester,
install a pair of kids’ seats in the back of it.
‘I think we did about 80 or 90,000 miles in the 924

Turbo before moving on to a series of 944s. Not only
did they handle very well, but also you could get an
awful lot of stuff into a 944. Our first one was white,
the second red, and then in 1988 we moved up to a
944 Turbo, one of the limited edition Silver Rose models.
Some of my friends and colleagues teased me about
that car because in certain lights it could look quite
pink, but I really didn’t care because it was so dynamic
to drive.
‘Frankly I think it was one of Porsche’s best ever cars,

and we ended up doing about 200,000 miles in ours.

Right: Gordon Thomson
and his 911 Turbo which, by
his own admission’ doesn’t
get used nearly as much
as it should
Below: Looking good in
white, the colour of the
factory racing Porsches of
the era. Just needs some
Martini stripes!

Gordon Thomson is obviously a Turbo kind of chap.
he’s had a 924 Turbo and a 944 Turbo, but it’s his 911
Turbo that he has real affection for
Words and photography: Brett Fraser

TURBO IS TERRIFIC
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GORDON THOMSON YOU AND YOURS

“Back then you could usemore of the performance
because there was far less

traffic on the road: the whine of
the turbo coming on boost was

very attractive”
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GORDON THOMSON YOU AND YOURS

After Helen and I had finished with it, my son Adam
took it on and put another 50,000 miles on the clock. He
eventually needed to sell it, but from what I understand
the car is still going strong.’
Shortly before signing the registration documents for

the 944 Turbo, Gordon bought NUD 77W. ‘In 1987 I’d
decided I wanted a 911 Turbo, but it took me six months
of searching to find the right one. It was a 1981
example with about 22,000 miles on the clock, and I
bought it from Hendon Way Motors. It had a full Porsche
service history and still does – I’ve always had it
serviced at Porsche Centre Colchester. And I have a
large stack of paperwork relating to any work that’s
ever been done on the car.’
In the early days of Gordon’s tenure, the Turbo was

used for business mileage as well as for pleasure. ‘It
sure enabled me to get between appointments quite
quickly,’ Gordon jokes. ‘Back then you could actually use
more of the performance because there was far less
traffic on the road; the whine of the turbo coming on
boost and the sudden increase in speed were very
addictive.’ Modest man that he is, Gordon prefers not to
talk about a lengthy conversation with the police about
the aforementioned speed, nor about a three-figure tail-
slide in the wet, but it’s pretty evident that he’s heartily
enjoyed the Turbo’s considerable assets over the years.
‘I’ve never taken it onto a race track, though,’ Gordon

admits, ‘and neither have Helen and I ever taken it
abroad, although I couldn’t tell you why! However, we
have taken it up to my uncle’s place in northeast
Scotland on several occasions. Well, almost to my
uncle’s place – the final approach to his house is up a
bumpy dirt track, so we have to leave the Turbo down
at a neighbour’s house and either get a lift or walk
the rest of the way.’
For Gordon the ownership experience has been

largely trouble-free. ‘Mind you, I’d expect nothing less
from Porsche, even though I understand there have
been problems with some of the more modern models.
But my car has never suffered any major mechanical
maladies and the engine has never been out. I did have
second gear replaced a few years back, but only
because it was getting a bit noisy. Even the tyres have

lasted well – I’ve been getting about 15,000 miles out of
a set of fronts, a bit less from the rears.
‘A few years back I had a full re-spray carried out –

simply for cosmetic reasons – by a chap called Mark
Banthorpe from a local outfit called Prospray. Mark
used to work in a Porsche Centre bodyshop and did an
excellent job.’
The only real near-trauma Gordon has experienced

with the car was when somebody tried to steal it. ‘I was
on my way up to Scotland and had stopped overnight
at a hotel. The thief drilled out the driver’s door lock
easily enough, but was defeated by the immobiliser.
However, he did steal the owner’s manual and a
collection of crappy cassettes I had in the car, recorded
from Top of the Pops. The police did manage to catch
the guy, so I had to formally identify my Turbo’s
handbook and those cassettes, which was very
embarrassing.’
The Turbo’s recent lack of use has set Gordon

thinking of selling the car. ‘He won’t do it,’ insists Helen,
his wife, ‘and besides, our daughter has her eyes on it:
Gordon drove her to the church for her wedding in it.’
And yet Gordon maintains that the sale is a possibility.
‘There’d be a few little mechanical glitches to sort out
first, though. After accelerating hard you can lift off the
throttle and then find that the engine can’t be revved
much higher than idle speed – I think that it’s just a
dodgy relay. And it can sometimes be reluctant to
start from cold.’
Having seen the look of delight on Gordon’s face

when he pulled the covers off the Turbo, you get the
feeling that if he got out in the car for a few thundering
miles then it would dispel all thoughts of its departure.
Especially as he’s been musing about an electric car as
a replacement: ‘Some of the modern ones do
accelerate extremely fast,’ is part of his justification.
Perhaps, Gordon. Perhaps. But if it’s rabid thrust

you’re after, then there is absolutely no substitute for
a 911 Turbo. And you’re already the lucky owner of
one of those…
If you’re curious to know whether or not Gordon really

will sell the Turbo you see pictured here, he suggests
emailing the car directly at NUD77W@gmail.com. PW

The black and white theme
is continued with the black
leather interior. By today’s
911 Turbo standards,
Gordon’s car is almost
subtle. Hard to believe it
was considered quite
outrageous, with its huge
wing and massive (for the
time) rear wheels and
tyres. Tiny ‘turbo’ badge is
almost apologetic!
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75 Ash Road South, Wrexham Industrial Estate, Wrexham, North Wales, LL13 9UG

TRACKDAY TYERS

SUSPENSION

K&N AIR FILTERS

This is only a
small selection of
our range of high
performance
tyres. Call for
further details.

Direct replacement performance filter elements for all models
from £39.37

57i Generation II high-flow induction kit (996 models)    £301.14
63 Series aircharger kit (997 GT-3 model) £384.26

Schroth Porsche 997 GT-3
specific harness Profi II -6
Porsche 6 point

from £345.81

0844 375 2609       0844 375 2605WHEELS TYRES
AND EXHAUSTS
ORDER LINE:

SALES
ORDER
LINE:

Spring kits fitted 
from £95.00

Suspension Kits
fitted
from £125.00

Eibach KW Automotive KW Automotive Bilstein B16
Pro Kit Variant 3 Ultimate Clubsport Track Suspension

Vehicle Model Springs from Road Kit from Suspension from Kits from
964 £327.00 £1,982.00 £2,192.00 £2,216.56
993 £327.00 £2,100.00 £2,279.00 £2,500.06
996 £327.00 £2,100.00 £3,069.00 £2,216.55
997 £327.00 £2,100.00 £2,279.00 £2,251.24
Boxster S 986 £327.00 £1,848.00 - £2,045.06
Boxster S 987 £327.00 £1,932.00 £2,103.99 £2,073.80
Cayman £294.00 £1,932.00 £2,103.99 £2,073.80
Cayenne £282.99 £2,437.00 - -

This is a small
selection of 
suspension

solutions available.
Call for details.

This is only a small selection. Visit demon-tweeks.co.uk for details.

FREE 2014
Motorsport
Catalogue

OR TEXT CODE MSAB TO 84010 WITH YOUR NAME, ADDRESS, POSTCODE
If you do not wish us to contact you by mail or text with any information, promotion or
special offers we may have in the future, insert X at the end of your message. Brochure
requests via SMS are charged at £1.50 per message sent. Calls to 0906 numbers cost
50p per minute at all times. (Calls should last no longer than 11/2 minutes).

Visit our website at:
demon-tweeks.co.uk
or telephone:

Porsche Specific Trackday Tyers Pirelli P Zero
Fitment/Rated Toyo R888    Yokohama A048 Trofeo Trofeo R
205/45/17 - - £204.62 -
225/40/18 £199.83 £260.90 £220.22 -
235/40/18 £199.83 £260.90 £246.00 £254.17
265/40/18 - - - £312.00
235/35/19 £262.08 - £298.50 £276.00
265/35/19 - - - £354.00
All prices are per tyre.

Cobra Classic RS seat in black vinyl with corduroy centre.
Also available in leather from £238.80
Recaro SP-G available in flame resistant material with
leather options from £747.99

Momo Prototipo in black leather
with black or silver spokes

£165.99
Steering wheel bosses to suit
OMP, Sparco and Momo

from £46.71

Goodridge stainless steel brake line kits from £59.70This is only a small selection of our brake
pads available. Please call for details of our
range of discs, pads, calipers, lines and fluids

from all the major manufacturers.

Michelin Pilot Sport Cup Kumho V70A Dunlop DZ03 Yokohama A048

Pirelli P Zero Trofeo R Toyo Proxes R888

For our full range of catalogues visit:
demon-tweeks.co.uk

0906 250 1517
www.demon-tweeks.co.uk Calls may be recorded for training purposes

All major credit cards accepted and Paypal transactions. Cheques, postal orders or bankdrafts made payable to Demon Tweeks. Goods despatched on express carrier service £8.70 or economy carrier service £7.50 

All prices quoted are from and include VAT LOCAL
RATE
CALL

MEDIA CODE: PZ260A

SEATS, HARNESSES, STEERING

OILS AND LUBRICANTS

ROAD/TRACKDAY BRAKE PADS

£345.81

£13.42

£12.48 £22.48 £56.98

£747.99

£165.99

£39.37

£2508.16
from

Superstore and fully equipped 6 bay modern fitting centre with
laser 4 wheel tracking alignment and adjustment facilities. 

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY  8.30am - 5.30pm 

£89.94
from

from

from

from

from

Porsche
Specialists

�

Driven by perfection.
The new redeveloped Porsche Centre Colchester.

Over the past eight months we have been re-developing our showroom and state-of-the-art 

aftersales facility which is now complete and open.

For all your Porsche needs, we hope to welcome you soon.

Call 01206 855500 or visit www.porsche.co.uk/colchester

Porsche Centre Colchester
Auto Way, Ipswich Road
Colchester, Essex CO4 9HA 
info@porschecolchester.co.uk
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RGA
London’s Major Porsche Specialist

Units 32-34 Miles St, Vauxhall SW8 1RY
www.rgaporschelondon.co.uk email bob@rgaporsche.co.uk

All work to the highest standard and carried out in house
Mon-Fri 7am-7pm Sat 9-6 Sun call

Tel 020 7793 1447 ask for Bob for booking & advice

Engine rebuilds all models and
general repairs & servicing

Gearbox rebuilds all models Air Conditioning Disc refacing

Wheel balancing, wheel straightening
& wheel refurbishment

Torque tube overhaul
924, 944, 968, 928

Damage repair including for all
insurance companies

Restoration & respraysJig repairs

Tyre supply & fitting
Wheel alignment
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Nürburgring tested, Autobahn approved.

Premium Quality 
Suspension Components

w.www.h-r.com  /  t.020 8782 2485 / e.uksales@h-r.com
H&R distributed by Euro Car Parts / t.0845 603 3636

Components for more than 19,000 di�erent models

trak+ roll bars springs cup kits coil overs accessories ets

w. co..h-rwww
H&R distribu

om / t.
uted by Euro Car P

020 8782 248
a
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P
orsche as an art form? Why not? Well that’s
certainly what the North Carolina Museum of
Art thought, and while other museums have
displayed cars based on their aesthetics, this
is the first time a US museum has dedicated

an exhibition to a single marque, with more than 20
historically and culturally significant Porsches from Dr
Ferdinand Porsche’s 1938 Type 64 Berlin-Rome racer,
a 356A Speedster Super 1600 owned and raced by
Steve McQueen to a psychedelically-painted 356C

once owned by Janis Joplin.
Also starring was a Porsche Type 901 prototype

looking simple and simply gorgeous, resplendent in red
and chrome. Racers were in attendance – Dan Gurney’s
1962 French GP winning Type 804, and of course the
Martini livery on the 917 is art in itself.
North Carolina is a long way to go for an exhibition,

so we’ve brought the cars to you here and, as they say,
a picture is worth a thousand words, so enjoy Porsches
at an exhibition. PW

40 911 & PORSCHE WORLD

PORSCHE BY DESIGN: SEDUCING SPEED
A stunning exhibition of Porsches has been running at the North Carolina

Museum of Art for the last six months, with cars from a number of important
collectors and owners including Steve McQueen, Ralph Lauren, Janis Joplin and,
of course, Porsche too. Mission Motorsport and sometime 911&PW contributor,

Jim Cameron, was there, with pictures by Darren Kamara
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PORSCHES AT AN EXHIBITION
Left: 904/6 prototype.
Hybrid 911 racer that so
nearly won the Nürburgring
24-hr race. Dan Gurney’s
1962 French Grand Prix
winning 804 F1 car. Right:
Gorgeous 356 Carrera
Coupe

Left: Ex-Le Mans 550
prototype in Carrera
Panamericana livery

Below: Ex-Vic Elford 908K
prototype is centre of
attention. 901 prototype is
pure and uncluttered.
Daytona 962 represents
the classic ’80s GpC era

Below left to right:
Captivated by a 1960 Type
718 RS60. Gurney’s 804,
Martini livery on 1970 917 is
a work of art in itself.
Gmund built 356 Coupe
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Up To 50 000 miles Between Cleanings
Under Normal Motorway Driving Conditions

Up ToUp ToT 50 050 000 mi00 miiles Bl Bles Betweeetween Cleln Cleaninganingss

Washable
& Reusable

OVER 45 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
MILLION MILE LIMITED WARRANTY

GIVE YOUR CAR THE BEST
SUPERIOR AIRFLOW, SUPERIOR POWER

Lifetime Product

Designed 
to Improve Engine Power
Cotton – brought to you by Mother Nature and used for fi ltration by K&N, 
the leader in washable performance air fi lters. Cotton breathes easier 
than paper and that can help improve engine performance by reducing 
airflow restriction. Another natural feature of cotton is its durability. It 
can be washed again and again. That means a K&N stock replacement air 
filter can last for the life of your car reducing waste and saving money.

WWW.KNFILTERS.CO.UK® | TEL.: 01925 636 950
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Unit 2, Building 329, Rushock Trading Estate,
Rushock, Droitwich, Worcs. WR0 0NR

Email: dominic@specialistvehiclepreparations.com

Championship Winning Competition Preparation
Fixed priced Porsche servicing (all models)

Builders of bespoke classic Porsches
Suppliers of parts & equipment

Porsches for sale

“The chassis mods on SVP’s
Cayman SV allow you to reach a

state of driving nirvana”

“You’d be hard pressed to
buy a more thrilling and

complete car”
911&PW magazineGT Porsche Magazine

PERFORMANCE ENGINE REBUILDS INCLUDING OUR
3.7 LITRE CAYMAN ENGINE, AVAILABLE NOW!

Cars For Sale Competition PartsProject WorkServicing

Telephone: 01299 251152
www.specialistvehiclepreparations.com

RACE ENGINEERS WITH A PASSION FOR PORSCHE
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THE DIVISION BELL
Earth, Wind and Fire? Forget them. Today’s elements are Air
and Water. Editor Bennett and journo Tipler go head-to-head
to make the case for their fave 911 cooling systems – duking
it out in the ring with wince-making hypes and thumping
price hikes. Who deals out the body blow?
Words: Johnny Tipler/Steve Bennett
Photography: Antony Fraser
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AIR-COOLED V WATER-COOLED 911S

TIPLER ARGUES THE CASE FOR AIR

A
million-and-a-half dollars! *$$$*! That’s what
a 2.7RS fetched at the recent Amelia Island
auction. Look on line and you’ll find a 996
advertised for a shade over £8 grand.
Extreme as the comparison is, it’s

symptomatic of the disparity between Porsches
ancient and modern. How is it, then, that the current
entry-level 911 is a 15-year-old model, while cars twice
its age soar into stratospheric sums? We’re with
marque specialist Paul Stephens, who’s kindly provided
us with three cars from each camp, all C2s, for our
stand-off: 3.2 Carrera, 964 and 993 representing the
classic brigade, and a ‘generation one’ 996, ‘gen two’
996 and ‘gen one’ 997 from the kettle coterie. Let
battle commence!
There’s no sign of this yawning divide between classic

911s and their modern incarnations reducing. Matter of
fact, we’re reaching the point where it’s unfeasible to get
on the classic Porsche ladder at a realistic price. Even SCs
from the late ’70s are no longer £10K cars, with good
ones now commanding £25K. The burgeoning classic
market is towing the later air-cooled cars along with it,
while values of the ‘moderns’ are floundering.
But what’s the reality? Is a classic 911 actually worth

twice the price of a newbie? And that’s before we enter
the realms of the righteous 2.7- and 3.8 RSs. There are
several reasons why I think so. And that’s not just
because I happen to already own one. OK then, yes it is; a

bit. But if it’s the authentic 911 experience you’re after,
there is only one way to go, and that is back in time, when
the fans really whirred.
The case for the air-cooled kids begins with their

sublime aesthetics: a combination of pert contours like
those stand-up headlights and curvaceous flowing flanks,
versus the jelly-mould blob, where it’s a case of: “they all
look the same to me!” The moderns are visually so alike
that I need to be reminded which models we are actually
dealing with, whereas each of our sample classics
projects a distinctive image. Then, in wintertime, our
classics inhale frosty fresh air with gusto, while the
unfortunate moderns are obliged to swill more sweat
than the Somerset Levels.
Next, let’s move onto the sonorous delights of the un-

flooded flat-six: its unrestrained bark simply sounds
awesome, compared with the modders’ radiator-stifled
impedimenta. There’s no contest aurally, because the
proper 911 flat-six engine sounds absolutely raw,
unfettered and sublime, whereas in water-cooled format
it’s muffled, presumably by all that water sloshing around.
I go for the throat. The clincher is that the air-cooled

cars are all ramping up in value, whereas the water-
cooled cars are continuing to depreciate, due to
perceptions of quality because they’re mass produced
instead of hand-built. Uncomplicated, compared with
over-complex (by yesteryear’s standards), our gaspers
were all painstakingly crafted in Zuffenhausen’s hallowed
portals, hewn as if from solid billet and components

The line-up. Starter air-
cooled 911s v starter
water-cooled. The
difference? Well, for a start
off about £10,000 in favour
of the newer, modern 911.
But that not the whole
story here. This battle is
about more than money, it’s
about which is the best 911
for your money
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manufactured in-house, as opposed to an amalgam of
cosmopolitan bits and pieces imported from global
sources and fastened together by robots. For that is what
your mass-produced kettles are comprised of. They even
had to employ the good old 964’s air-cooled engine
casings to produce a motor strong enough for the nancy-
boy GT3 and Turbo models. Surely time for The Dear
Leader to throw in the towel? Actually, I value my job, so
I’d better concede a little. As we shall see, they do let me
out in a 996, which is a very together car, and quite
10mph faster in any situation than the air-cooleds on
the same route.
Whether you’re attracted to one camp or the other

seems to depend on your level of 911 awareness; as Paul
Stephens responds, ‘Who are the average buyers of
modern 911s? If someone simply wants a Porsche, they’ll
come and look at a 996 or a 997, but if someone knows
their stuff, they’ll come and look at an air-cooled car.
They’ve done their homework, they know the cars, the
ones on the posters on their bedroomwall, the ones they

longed for as a child or in their youth.’
How to gauge values? Age is not a cut-and-dried way

to define the worth of the classic models. Good, low-
mileage older models can command higher prices than
later ones. Paul illustrates current rates and the broad
spread of prices, and there’s no trace of astonishment in
his voice: ‘The market’s increasing in value almost day by
day,’ he says, ‘especially with the SCs: they’re no longer
£10- or £11,000 cars anymore, and as the earlier market
rises it drags the rest of the line-up along with it. A £5-
£7K SC is now ripe for restoring, because we’re at that
point where it’s worth spending the same again to ping it
up a bit, and that’s another leap forward, so we’re just
starting to see a resurgence of the SCs. They’re probably
driven by people in their 40s who know them as iconic
cars and who’ve got a bit of money to spend. Good SCs
are getting towards £25 grand, and they’ve overtaken
993s to an extent, where £20 grand is really dolt territory
now for an unloved 993.’
This is surprising news. Until very recently the 993 was

So these are your typical
air-cooled, starter 911s:
993 leads 964 and Carrera
3.2. As to the best, well
that’s down to personal
preference

Tipler’s favourite, but then
he would say that being
the owner of a luridly
coloured 964. Talking of
lurid – who specced that
interior?
Right: Can’t argue with a
Carrera 3.2
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perceived as the most valuable of the air-cooled 911s,
being the most recent model available and hence the
most developed. But now, apparently, it ain’t necessarily
so. ‘The 993s don’t seem to be cream-of-the-crop any
more,’ says Paul; ‘they still need that dedicated fan-base,
and it’s the 964s that have got that fan-base. People love
them and they want them because they retain that iconic

911 shape, but the 993s have lost that look a little bit, so
they’re neither earlier-looking nor modern; it’s that mid-
point transition from classic to jelly-mould 996. But
they’re still air-cooled, so people want them, but they’re
not quite in love with them. I fully expect the 964 market
will be buoyant for the next few years, so they’re worth
spending money on, very much so. Compared with the

3.2, the 964 is 80-per cent a different car, and it’s all the
bits you can’t see, but they didn’t compromise its old-
school drivability or its looks, because it’s still an iconic
shape. As for the 993s, they’re great cars, but they’re not
as sought after as 964s now, though I think they’ll float
up with the rest of the air-cooled market, but more slowly.
Three or four years ago the 993 was very much the

wanted air-cooled car, but interest has tailed off a little
bit. People are more interested in 964s at the moment,
but the 993 will increase because it’s air cooled, and the
fan-base will come back in the 993 market.’ All classic
Porsches have experienced this fluctuation in popularity;
in the 1970s, 356s were overlooked and valueless, so a
barn-find 356 now is worth a fortune, as indeed is any
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“Three or four years ago the 993 was
very much the wanted air-cooled car”
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long-bonnet classic.
But we’re missing something: the bedrock of classic 911

territory is surely the 3.2 Carrera, which has always
seemed to me to be a more solidly built car than the 964
and, as a more modern incarnation than the SC, is usable
every day. Ten years ago I used one for the daily 80-mile
round trip school run, which would not have been
anything like as tolerable in a different marque. On the
drive to our favourite WW2 airfield I’m in the 3.2 Carrera,
snicking through its delightful G50 gearbox on the
winding backroads. Admittedly, the pedal arrangement is
clumsy by comparison with the modern car, though the
gearbox and delicate steering are sweet and the brakes
reasonable, but I am having to haul it around the tight
turns, though soon enough it will start to dance with me
again. The torsion bar suspension has the ride pegged
down, and it’s revving nicely round to 4,500rpm where it
delivers good performance, which makes for an inspiring
drive. The 3.2 Carrera is very much a classic car, whereas
the 993 is more akin to the 996. The 993 is a relatively
heavy car, manifest in the power-steering input necessary
to haul its bulk around, though the gearshift is way more
compliant than the 3.2’s G50 or 915 ’box, and it all seems

better built than the modern car too.
If affordable classic 911s are becoming harder to

source, finding a decent modern car is not
straightforward either, despite volumes, because 996
values (in particular) have tumbled. ‘They’ve been let go
because they weren’t appreciated enough,’ says Paul.
‘They’re not built as well as the old ones, and they’ve got
to that point where people who are buying them are just
using them because it’s their first Porsche, but they’re not
keeping up with the maintenance. There’s a lot going on
under there that can go wrong with their multi-link
suspension. Occasionally we come across a really good
one that has been maintained regardless, but there aren’t
that many. And at the moment a regular one isn’t really
worth turning around.’
I’ve had some great adventures in 996s, 997s and 991s,

and have just bought a Boxster (for Mrs T) which Paul
Stephens tells me is also water-cooled, so all my slanted,
if not derisive, comments regarding the kettles are
tongue-in-cheek (or are they?). Fact is though, of the
three classic air-cooled cars, the 964 provides the
optimum combination, blending looks with performance
and handling bravado, and it would be my choice.

50 911 & PORSCHE WORLD

TIPLER ON THE 996
I’m being made to drive this to impart some objectivity to the piece. And it has a six-speed manual box. It makes a nice staccato noise, accelerates very briskly, there’s
ample power, it exhibits sharp handling and is very well poised in the Suffolk-Essex back lanes. It’s a very different driving experience from the oldsters, and is
extremely competent. There’s a choppy ride on the uneven country lanes, but I would commend the gearshift as being vice free. The performance is quite exhilarating,
while on an open A-road the handling and the ride are superb. There’s nothing not to like about it. It almost drives itself, but where’s the fun in that? Sure, you have
the reassurance of modernity, but you don’t have the sensitivity, the sensation that you get from any of the air-cooled chassis, you feel slightly distanced from actual
contact with the road, and with the tactile qualities prevalent in the old cars. There’s alacrity in spades, and it’s a supremely efficient and excellent drive, though the
driving experience is less acute, less rewarding, as if there’s something missing from its progress. Maybe its build quality, too. I close the driver’s door and it sounds
like I’m shutting a van’s. You pays your money…

Left: Tipler at the air-
cooled helm. Classic air-
cooled interior is
exemplified by black
leather of the Carrera 3.2.
Fan on the 993 engine is
what gives the air-cooled
its defining thrum.
Fuchs wheels? Iconic and
available on the pre ’89 air-
cooled generation only

air v water NEWch.qxp:PW Template  3/21/14  12:31 PM  Page 50



051POR242:AI Template  3/20/14  2:52 PM  Page 2



52 911 & PORSCHE WORLD

BENNETT ARGUES THE CASE FOR WATER

W
ell it’s all very well for Mr Tipler, sitting
smugly on his air-cooled investment.
Hell, he’s even managed to turn his car
(the Peppermint Pig lest we forget) into
some sort of celebrity. He and said car

really are recognised wherever they go. Sorry if I sound
a bit sore about all this, but you see I sold my own air-
cooled 911 a few years ago and so have missed out on
this classic 911 feeding frenzy.
I though I was pretty clever selling my Carrera 3.2 for

slightly more than I paid for it after six years. Twelve
thousand pounds seemed pretty reasonable. A dealer
probably would have sold it for £13,500. The same car
now would be an easy £20,000+. Bitter and twisted, me?
Well no, actually. Fact was – as well as needing the money
– I wasn’t using it much. I was becoming ever more
precious about it. Storing it in an air chamber in the winter

(never driving it of course), and using it sparingly in the
summer. Even though as an investment it wasn’t
particularly going up, I was treating it as such. Yes, I loved
it, but more as a classic car than anything else.
Fact is the air-cooled boat has sailed for me. Sure, if I

pulled out all the stops I could perhaps swim for it, but
actually I don’t want to anymore. Love them as I do, with
increasing values comes increasing responsibility and a
general fear of actually driving what is becoming an asset
and that’s not what it’s all about.
So that’s why I’m here in the water-cooled 911 camp

defending Porsche’s modern output. You see the fact is

your entry level 911 is no longer an SC or a Carrera 3.2, it’s
a 996 or a 997 and we’d better all get used to it. I’ve said
it before – the water-cooled cars’ time is coming and
here’s why.
The air-cooled purists can moan all they like about the

modern 911. The fact is it had to happen. There was no
choice. Porsche had to modernise or cease to be. The
Boxster was the path to the future, developed in tandem
with the 996 model 911, the first all new 911 since the
model was launched in 1963. Really, they couldn’t have
squeezed any more out of it.
And guess what? With a clean sheet of paper, and the

benefit of modern production techniques and
development, Porsche built a modern 911 that frankly
blew what came before clean away. Yes, really. The
hardcore were loathe to admit it, but grudgingly the 996
was accepted as the better car. Yes there were caveats.
It was a bit bland and maybe there wasn’t quite so much

driver interaction and general 911ness, but compared
with the current 991, the first ‘modern’ 911 was still a full
on sensory 911 experience. Well Porsche were hardly
going to build something that was worse.
That’s certainly how I felt about the 996 when I drove

one for the first time as a complete 911 virgin. It was a
gen 1 3.4 C2 from the press fleet, and I wanted to know
what all the fuss was about and wean myself away from
a diet of Imprezas, Elises, Caterhams and general ’90s hot
hatchery. Frankly I’d never experienced anything like it.
The way it moved around was quite unnerving, I really
could feel that rear engine swinging around (despite the

“Porsche built a modern 911 that
frankly blew the old guard away ”

997 leads two generations
of 996. Not a bad trio all
told. The pick of the
bunch? The red 996 C2. It’s
a beautifully maintained
example and as tight and
invigorating as when it left
the factory. Proof that a
bad 996 is a neglected 996
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fact that my older colleagues were claiming that Porsche
had tamed it), but after a few days and a trip to the
Nürburgring (I made the most of my week), I started to
unclamp my fingers from the steering wheel and learned
to go with it, using the weight to pivot the rear of the car
to change direction and to squat and rocket out of
corners. I loved it, and loved its solid feel and the way all
the controls and contact points felt precision engineered

and worked in unison. The 996 may be derided now as
being low on build quality and mass produced, but back
then it felt solid.
If you had told me then that the same car could cost as

little as £8000, I would assume that you were one cylinder
short of the full flat six. Not that I would recommend
anyone spend that little on a 996, not unless you want to

potentially spend the same again getting it up to scratch.
But that’s where we are. The water-cooled price crash
comes on the back of an explosion in popularity and
production. Popularity and production borne out of a
worldwide economic boom (then, not now) and a 911 that
appealed to more people more of the time. People who
rightly wouldn’t put up with the old 911’s general
strangeness. You can call it dumbing down, but really it’s

just responding to a clear market need and demand.
So with air-cooled prices getting frankly silly, the water-

cooled 911’s time is coming and here’s what is going to
happen. At the moment it’s all about the dross. The
rubbish cars will fall by the wayside through neglect and
too many chancers trying to run them on fresh air. Their
engines will doubtless blow up (we’ll come to that) and

“With air-cooled prices getting silly,
the water-cooled 911’s time is now”
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they’ll be scrapped because they will be worth more in
parts. The bad cars are currently dragging the whole
market down. With those out of the way it will start to
stabilise and then, inevitably – because these are
Porsches we’re talking about here – it will start to pick up.
The time to buy, then, is right now. So time to sell the
whole concept then.
Assembled here we have C2 versions of both the 996

and the 997. The silver 996 is a 3.4-litre gen 1 car, while
the red 996 is a 3.6-litre gen 2. The 997, meanwhile, is a
3.6-litre gen 1. Price wise we’re looking at £14,000,

£16,000 and perhaps a smidge over £20,000. Yes, steep
comparatively, but these are all excellent examples of
the breed. Excellent looking examples too. It’s funny how
these things creep up on you, but the 996 is finally
growing into its skin and we all concur that even the
early 3.4-litre C2 is maturing nicely. Oh, and it’s always
the C2 that becomes the most sought after amongst
enthusiasts.
Jumping into the silver 3.4 C2 brings back a flood of

memories. It’s identical to the test car I drove back in
1999 – silver with back leather. This car has 80,000-miles
on the clock and it wears them well inside and out. A
scruffy 996 is only scruffy thanks to neglect. I also have
an affinity with this car because its owner, Andrew
Beavers, was the previous owner of my 944, which he
part exchanged with Paul Stephens for this 996. Aside
from aftermarket TechArt wheels it’s standard.
Out on the road it feels terrific. The 3.4-litre, 295bhp

engine has to be worked a little, but it really sings. The
only downside is a slight dead zone in the steering at the

straight-ahead point. Which manifests itself when
turning into a corner. Slightly odd, but then the offset on
the front wheels has widened the track, which is surely
the culprit?
It is indeed. Next up I jump into the gen 2 996. It looks

fantastic in red (it sold the same day that it hit Paul’s
stock list), with black leather interior. Again it’s got 80-
odd thousand on the on the clock and here – kerrching –
the penny drops. Quite simply this car is sensational.

“It’s always the C2 that becomes the
most sought after with enthusiasts”

This Gen 1 997 C2 has been
hard-driven, but still
remains a fit example. It
feels harder and more
precise than the 996 in
terms of its ride and
mechanical responses

Water-cooled evangalist
Bennett at the wheel
marvelling at the sorted
ergonomics, and how he
can operate the pedals
without having to lift his
feet off the floor
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No I’m not just saying that because I’m in the water-
cooled camp, I’m saying it because it simply is.
The way it moves and changes direction is just

sublime. The passive suspension is the perfect
compromise of firm but fair and the steering is fingertip
precise and full of response. The 3.6-litre, 320bhp engine
fills the gap at the bottom end, where the 3.4-litre is
lacking, and the gearbox is everything that you want
from a manual. Johnny reckons it moves down the road
10mph faster than the air-cooled cars but I reckon
20mph. Frankly it makes the current 991 feel like
something of a blunt instrument, and the fact that this
immaculate example can be had for way under £20,000 is
frankly ridiculous. On every level it is plain better than the
opposition from the air-cooled camp because it just
works properly and its inadequacies don’t have to be
explained away as character. Oh, and if comfort, a pedal

box that doesn’t trap your feet and working air
conditioning are considered to be dumbing down, then
I’m happy to be thick.
The 997 C2 benefits from a much-improved interior

over the 996, but the driving experience is a bit more
hard-edged and precise, something that has blighted the
development of the modern 911 to a degree. I’ve often
thought this, but the later cars have lost the 996’s sweet
spot.
There are issues of course. The grey trunky animal in

the corner is of course the very real issue that concern
and revolve around the M96 and M97 engines. We know
what the worst-case scenario is, and it’s a risk. We’ve
explored this more than any Porsche magazine, and
there’s more to come. But put it this way. My eyes are
wide open and my next Porsche will be a 996. And no, I’m
not just making a virtue out of a necessity. PW

BENNETT ON THE AIR-COOLED CARS
Ah, the classic (air-cooled) cars. Of course I love ‘em. There is a bit of natural banter going on here, but I stand by my guns when I say that you needn’t feel short-changed
with a water-cooled 911. However, if you’re in the market for air-cooled then any one of these will hit the spot, although only one truly does it for me: The Carrera 3.2.

This particular example is exceptional. With just 45,000-miles on the clock, and with a G50 gearbox, it’s a joy to drive. Only a lack of power steering making it feel rather
old fashioned compared to the 964 and 993. The steering wriggles as the rear fidgets and sways, but that’s what the classic 911 is all about. Those pedals make my
ankles ache almost immediately, but the noise and grunt of the engine diverts attention. The gear lever is long and wand like, but it slices through the ‘box and makes the
964 and 993 shifts feel rubbery.

The interior, too, is devoid of shake, rattle and roll, unlike both the later cars. The 993, in particular, has more door and dash furniture in an attempt to modernise it, but
this only succeeds in more bits of plastic to rub and chafe against each other.

The Carrera 3.2 is the ultimate evolution of the original air-cooled 911, retaining an almost unaltered bodyshell and the original torsion bar suspension. Sure it feels
classic by today’s standards, and ancient compared to the 996 and 997, but it smells and feels like a 911 of the old school.

Andrew Beaver’s early Gen
1 996 3.4 C2 proves again
that a good 996 is simply
one that has been looked
after. These are the sort of
cars that will command
a premium

CONTACT:
Our thanks to Paul Stephens
for supplying the six cars
tested here. The three air-
cooled cars are all from stock,
while the three water-cooled
cars are from customers and
sold by Paul.
www.paul-stephens.com
Tel: 01440 714884
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2014, 4x4, Automatic 3.0L Diesel, Brand
New!! Huge spec, Black leather, 100miles

2004, Arctic Silver with Black leather, 1
Owner, Porsche Warranty, 42,000 miles

www.yorkshireclassicporsche.co.uk
Leeds Road, Collingham, Nr Wetherby, West Yorkshire LS22 5AA

Porsche Carrera 4 £31,995

Yorkshire Classic Porsche
Yorkshire’s No. 1 choice for
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Please call us on 08434 996 911

2006, Black, 19” Turbo Alloys, Full leather,
Stunning Throughout, 45,000 miles

1991 Ultra Low Mileage 964, RS Spec,
Fantastic Service History 58,000 miles

Porsche 911 Turbo 3.6 £42,995

Porsche 911 Carrera 2S £26,485

Porsche Cayenne D V6 £60,895

HP MOTORSPORT
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� Routine Maintenance
� Fixed Price Servicing
� Brake Replacement
� Clutch Replacement
� All Electrical Repairs
� Air Conditioning Repairs
� Pre MoT Checks
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924, 944, 968 and 928's.

We offer full engine/gearbox
rebuilds for all model's from
air cooled (our favourite) up to
997 as well as servicing and
routine maintenance. 
Having worked on all sorts of
Porsche's since 1983 we
bring many years experience to
our customers

SPECIALISTS IN EVERYTHING PORSCHE

HP Motorsports, Unit 6a, Bracken Industrial Estate, 185 Forest Road, Essex IG6 3HX 
Tel: 020 8500 2510 

www.hpmotorsport.co.uk
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GT3 RS
SERIOUSLY?
Words Matt Stone Photography: Les Bidrawn

This 2014 US-spec GT3
gets a few subtle tweaks,
with a few more pending,
to create our best look
yet at the next GT3 RS

S
outhern California enthusiast supreme “Cliff
Sullivan is the ideal GT3 customer,”
comments Rusnak/Westlake Porsche General
Manger Keith Goldberg. “He’s had great cars,
Ferraris and Porsches, and all the top

hardware, but had been away from the brand for a little
while. Here’s a guy that knows fast cars from the inside
out, and he’s always had the best Porsches, twin
turbos and all the hot rides so he understands great
cars and Porsche.” It’s true that Sullivan was inches
away from placing his order for a Ferrari 458 Spyder
when Goldberg convinced him to try out the latest
Porsches.
“I drove all the new stuff” says an enthusiastic

Sullivan. “Turbos, Panameras, all the 991s, if Rusnak
could get one, I sampled it,” yet he ordered his new 991
GT3 on faith, specs, and Goldberg's recommendation
alone; it was one of the very first delivered in Southern
California, out of Rusnak’s initial allotment of just seven
new GT3s. “I’m kind of an old school guy” says the mid-
40s-something Sullivan, “and I’ve always liked
conventional manual transmissions. But everyone’s been
telling me how this PDK trans, especially in the GT3, can
shift faster and better than any human can, and I liked
the idea of the response from a larger displacement,
naturally aspirated motor so this just seemed like the
right car for me... and it is. I like the idea of having an
automatic when I wanted one, because this will be my
every day driver, and it’s super easy for my wife to drive
too. But when you want to go, it’s racecar fast and the
trans is amazing. Plus the way it looks.”
Something we won’t discuss or debate here are the

relative merits, or not, of the PDK box being the only
new GT3 transmission offering. The simple fact is that
you can’t get a new GT3 any other way, so philosophical
debates over it versus the traditional stick and clutch
pedal manual are moot. If you want the three pedal deal
in a GT3, you’re looking at a used 997, plain up.
Sullivan’s car was built to order, spec’d out very

carefully by himself and Rusnak’s Goldberg. There was
never any question that it would be triple black, and on
top of that was given nearly every performance and
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appearance option on the GT3 order form. Included
among the extras are an upgraded leather/Alcantara
trimmed cabin, the front axle lift system to protect that
knife edged lower front spoiler, the Porsche Carbon
Ceramic Brakes, the Light Design group, a substantive
sprinkling of carbon fibre trim, 18-way Adaptive Sport
memory seats, BiXenon headlights, and anything else in
the goodie bucket, for a total of USD $162,110 including
destination and “gas guzzler” taxes. Or around half the
price of the Ferrari that Sullivan contemplated.
Wanting to make the GT3 a bit more his own, Sullivan

and the Rusnak folks dreamed up a few subtle custom
touches; easy for the owner to do himself, as owner of
Premier Coach, a small chain of ultra high end body and
collision shops. No factory bodywork was replaced with
anything aftermarket, but some very subtle use of paint
and paint finishing gave this discriminating owner the
look he wanted. All of the surfaces that were plastic
coated or otherwise finished in a textured or satin finish
were repainted in gloss black. All of the bright metal gills
and grilles were stripped bare and also refinished in the
same inky body colour gloss paint. The few small bits of
chrome hardware on the body were blacked out, and the

turn signal lenses given a mild smoky grey treatment.
Sullivan wanted the “car’s dramatic shape to speak for
itself without blemish” and it really does. The car’s ride
height is unchanged, yet it looks miniscually lower and a
bit smaller than most 991s in bright colours would
appear. Sullivan’s GT3 now looks like a Porsche coupe
carved out of black alabaster, perhaps with an overcoat
of polished black porcelain sprayed on. If Darth Vader
had a new GT3, this is what it would look like.
Already packing 475 horsepower at 8250rpm and

GT3-spec tuning for the PDK, there wasn’t much room in
the power adder department. But Rusnak and Sullivan
“knew a guy” that could make the very most of it. And
that guy is tuning engineer wizard Stuart Schikora.
Schikora grew up in the car business, and high
performance German cars are part of his DNA, as his
father is the late Harry Schikora, a highly respected and
somewhat legendary German development engineer
who worked on the original Mercedes-Benz 300SL
Gullwing. Schikora senior moved from Germany to
Southern California decades ago to raise his young
family, working at one of SoCal’s most prestigious
Mercedes-Benz dealers for some time, and also running

Above: It’s, er, black! Only
the signature ‘Big Yellow’
calipers offer some relief
from the inky black finish!
Below: Engine bay still
looks like the back of a
computer, but with added
carbon fibre bits. There is
an extra bit of grunt, and a
faster shifting PDK ’box
thanks to tuning whizz,
Stuart Schikora
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his own small independent Porsche service shop. UCLA-
educated Schikora the younger began “tuning” cars back
when that meant “burning E-PROM chips” for early
computerised engine management systems, and is a
master at the black art of maximising today’s software
driven EMSs. He works primarily on top end European
machinery, although is fascinated at the prospects and
future of alternative power technology.
You may have heard that many noted tuning shops

have had trouble cracking the EMS codes and cranking
more power out of 991 series cars. This is true, but
Schikora has long and deep relationships at Porsche,
and Bosch, primarily due to his “you can’t outsmart
the factory” attitude and the respect for his legendary
father’s ethics and accomplishments in long
ago Germany.
“I don’t care what some other tuners claim,” notes

Schikora, “because there’s not very much more power to
be found in these cars without major hardware changes,
and because Porsche gives most of it to the customer
already. Trust me, the exhaust systems are highly
efficient, the air intake and air filter systems breathe
well, and Porsche doesn’t hold a lot back from you in the
name of warranty concerns or trying to meet emissions
because they already can do that without the
compromises.” His philosophy is to make improvements

one horsepower and one rev at a time, so he manages
to crank just a bit more out of the GT3 in meaningful
increments. He starts with some secret EMS coding
that comes from inside Germany, and then puts his
own special spins on the algorithms and programming.
And this is the approach and method he laid on
Sullivan’s GT3.
“The programming lets the engine make another 12

“There’s not very much power to be
found. Porsche gives most of it already”
Sullivan’s 991 GT3 looks
subtly different thanks to
some clever paintwork and
tinting tweaks. Any
textured or satin black
surfaces have been painted
gloss black. The indicators
and headlamps are tinted
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horsepower, which these days is actually a lot. I’ve also
raised the redline from 8250 to 9100rpm, which is still
safe in this engine.” The real magic is the reconfiguring
of the PDK’s shifting habits; it now shifts faster, harder,
and at higher RPM than stock. Schikora’s shop is his
laptop, all the work is done from the driver’s seat, with
this specially armed laptop plugged into the OBDII port.
And the results are startling.
As the car warms up, we ease our way out of the

Rusnak Porsche parking area to head for the curvy roads
of nearby Malibu Canyon. Sullivan has us play a little
game with the front axle lift system. We press the
button to raise the front end, with one wheel up on a
high curb. The car then “teeter totters” on three wheels,
because the lift system lifts both wheels in sync, and
because there’s little to no twist of flex in the GT3’s
remarkable chassis.
The Sport button is activated so we get the maximum

stiffness out of the shocks, and the loudest snarl out of
the exhaust, but we let the PDK shift for itself for the
first several miles just to sample the reconfiguration
without manipulation of the paddles. Several things

strike us immediately; the first is that the car has
acquired no bad habits. It still fires and idles like any
normal 991, if of course a bit cammier, edgier, and
slightly louder. Give it some toe, and the PDK revs up
and through the gears quickly and crisply. The shifts
are firm, and fast.
Some “automatic” is this! We stick with auto mode for

the few miles of freeway needed to get to a more open
section of Kanan road heading toward Malibu.
While cruising the 101 freeway, Sullivan tells us more

about his business. One of his more interesting Porsche-
related projects is that his company is in the final stages
of Porsche Authorised Collision Centre Certification,
which ensures that Premier Coach can do factory
authorised and levels of Porsche body and chassis repair
for insurance companies, dealers or any customer
(although Porsche insists that “customers” are referred
to as “guests”). This means Sullivan and his people have
invested in the equipment and the training to do the
aluminum, steel and carbon fibre work needed to
completely repair a crash damaged Porsche to factory
standards and specs. We don’t know exactly what’s

Above: Modified 991 GT3’s
new 9100rpm rev limt
displayed as a graphic

If Darth Vader drove a
Porsche, this would be it.
It certainly does look very
sinister. And black, being
black, gives it a very
slimming/lowered look
Above right: Compared to
previous gen GT3, the
interior is very plush
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involved in this certification or what it costs, but the
rumour around the community is that it’s roughly a
million dollar investment.
Once off the highway, it’s time to take control of the

PDK. While the factory’s GT3-specific tuning makes this
transmission ultra fast and responsive, Schikora’s tuning
magic amps it up a measure yet again. We don’t know
that we can “butt clock” the difference between stock
475 and the new 487 horsepower other than to say that
this GT3’s throttle response it Xacto Knife sharp and
sledgehammer strong, with a suddenly torrid mid-range.
It pulls like an atomic locomotive through the entire

middle of the big tacho and the shifts take place with a
quick yet somehow still supple edged bang. Unless your
last name is Andretti, and perhaps not even, then you
cannot shift quicker or more precisely than the GT3’s
PDK. The car is your ultimate dance partner, letting you
lead and responding to every input, yet making you look a
muscular Fred Astaire in the process. Coming out of one
particular corner, the weight came off the left rear tyre
ever so slightly, just as we were banging off a high RPM
2-3 shift, which momentarily broke the driver’s side rear
tyre loose with a satisfying bark yet no loss of control.
Schikora’s straightforward embellishments only

underscore how good the new GT3 is to begin with. It
manages to be crazy fast yet with superb manners and
with the driver in complete control. The ride is race car
connected yet never punishes, the steering laser precise,
and of course there’s enough power to pull you through

any corner with a hard launch out of it. And the sound of
everything between the engine’s newfound rev range of
8250 to around 9000 revs is maniacally symphonic.
OK. Yes, we love this car. Just the way it is. We can’t

identify a single bad habit this car picked up in the
modification upgrade process. The cost for a dozen more
ponies, 850 top end revs, and the rifle bolt shifts is about
five thousand USD.
Sullivan and Schikora have a fewmore tweaks in mind,

namely a set of race spec cams to further expand the
power band, and also a titanium exhaust system; it’s not
likely to yield any more power, but should sound even a

little more extra special, and will knock off a fewmore
pounds.
So, back to our GT3 RS analogy. Porsche certainly has

one in the works, but hasn’t yet shown it nor announced
its spec or hardware. We imagine it much as Sullivan’s GT3
currently stands: all the goodness of the GT3, a fewmore
horses, a fewmore revs, a bit snarkier looking, and a little
judicious weight saving. It’s a formula that’s worked
before, and will surely work again. Sullivan says he’ll likely
buy one “just because,” although he doubts it could be a
lot more satisfying than the car he now has. But he and
Schikora acknowledge that “those Porsche engineers and
product guys are the best in the world,” so who knows
what they can come up with.
We’ll find out soon enough, but this Black Dahlia

seems like a good place from which to begin mixing the
next GT3 RS potion. PW
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CONTACT/THANKS
RRuussnnaakk//WWeessttllaakkee  PPoorrsscchhee;;
ppoorrsscchheewweessttllaakkee..rruussnnaakkoonnlliinnee..
ccoomm
PPrreemmiieerr  CCooaacchh;;
pprreemmiieerrccooaacchhaauuttooccoolllliissiioonn..ccoomm
EExxoottiicccchhiippttuuiinngg..ccoomm;;  ++
331100//443300--22223377

“The ride is race car connected yet never
punishes, the steering laser precise”
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JASMINE PORSCHALINK UK    
TEL : 01 282 69 71 71      www.jasmine-porschalink.co.uk     Porscha Centre, Nelson, BB9 6RY 
SERVICING   PARTS   MOT   SPARES   REPAIR    RACE & TRACK PREPARATION  

TEL : 01 282 697171  

Independent PORSCHE Specialist 

Servicing, Repair & MOT Centre 

New and Used Discount Parts 

Retail & Trade Enquiries Welcome 
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Race/Track Car Preparation

Vehicle Storage

Diagnostics

Performance Upgrades

Servicing & M.O.Ts

Race/Track Car Preparation
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Whatever model Porsche you own, modern or classic, we have the expertise, knowledge and

experience to make sure you spend more time enjoying what your car was built for. Driving.

Independent servicing and repair specialists for classic and modern Porsche.

Call 020 8903 1118 or visit www.jazweb.co.uk
Unit 1, The Mirage Centre, First Way, Wembley, Middlesex HA9 0JD

Ready to roll.
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TOPLESS
SUNBATHERS

Words: Johnny Tipler
Photography: Antony Fraser

Basking in the Cornish sunshine, we
got our kit off in a trio of Targas,
proving the compromise between
out-and-out cabriolet and sunroof
coupe really works
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TARGA GROUP TEST

I
’ve got my top off! The car’s, that is. I’m not so big
on abbs exposure, but in any case I’m sporting my
Vic Elford 907 Targa Florio T-shirt, so blushes are
spared. It’s that hot, and we’re in Cornwall with a
topless trio of 3.2 Carrera Targas, courtesy of

specialists Adrian Crawford and Richard Williams.
Prompted by Porsche announcing the 991 Targa, I want
to revisit the model that perhaps most epitomizes the
roofless 911, and where better to pitch in than the
quintessential classic, the 3.2 Carrera.
The Targa top has always been an enigma. Neither

coupé nor convertible, its styling is eccentric beside
the flowing lines of its tin-top sibling. But, lid off, the
Targa has always appealed to fresh-air fiends; you can
have as much of a blast as you like, without subjecting
yourself to the all-or-nothing, roadster-style of the
Cabriolet, or the letterbox-slot sun-roof of the coupé. If
there’s any downside it’s the small matter of stowing
the Targa top; either it goes in the front luggage
compartment or behind the seats, and even though it
folds neatly in half, the implications of both are clear:
it’s kids or cases, not both.
Introduced in September 1965 and available from

January 1967 as a slightly clumsy, folding, zip-on plastic
rear-window model, the satin-finish roll-over hoop
seemed to exemplify the late-’60s pervasive surge of
safety measures aimed at cars, drivers and race circuits.
Indeed, it was the first roll-over bar fitted on any
production car. The Targa’s removable lid made sense of
the whole concept, and it was aptly named too, since

Porsche was busy cleaning up in the great Sicilian road
race, ultimately winning it eleven times between 1956
and ’73. The contemporary 910 sports-racing prototype,
which won the 1967 Targa Florio in the hands of Umberto
Maglioli and Udo Schutz, was similarly configured with a
lift-off lid, luckily for Schutz, a giant whose helmet was
proud of the cockpit by several inches. The 911 Targa’s
removable roof remained part of the package until the
993 Targa arrived, strutting its ingenious sliding glass
roof, though the writing was already on the wall for the
original soft-window version at the start of 1968, with
the inception of the exquisitely curvaceous greenhouse
rear window. That was simply an option until 1971, when
the plastic zipper window was withdrawn completely.
The Targa shell was already braced for enhanced

structural rigidity, and the solid glass window and roll-
hoop added a bit more weight to a car that was already
50k (110lb) heftier than the coupé, though bearing in
mind the more laid-back use the car might well be put to,
that mattered not a jot. In any case, in a real-world
driving scenario, with the senses otherwise occupied, it
was unnoticeable. Fresh air was what mattered and from
1969 the roll-hoop was pierced with slits either side and,
more significantly, those opening three-quarter vents in
the door windows remained on the Targas until 1977. The
Targa was heavily marketed in the USA, and by 1970
accounted for 31 per cent of all 911 and 912 sales. Like
the rest of the concertina bumper 2.7-litre line-up
introduced in 1975, the Targa was de-chromed, and with
the advent of the SC in 1978 the roll-hoop was finished in
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black with gold Targa logos. Our featured model, the
231bhp 3.2 Carrera Targa, entered production in 1984,
with no changes to the bodyshell from the SC. It was
phased out in 1989 with a grand total of 19,438 units of
the Targa version having been built. The original roll-hoop
Targa styling demised along with the 964 in 1993,
superseded by the 993 and 996’s sliding glass roof. And
now, opportunely, it’s back with a vengeance, bulging
with electronic gizmos that mean you don’t need to
dismount to lift the lid: at the touch of a button the
entire hoop and glass roof elevate and the roof panel
slips beneath them as they descend into Targa mode.
Our tryst with the Targas takes off. I would say ‘Targa

Saga’, but she’s the enigmatic blond ’tec who drives that

lovely olive green 2.7 coupé in The Bridge. I digress,
though we do have a bridge of our own to cross. There’s
a proper sense of arriving in Cornwall, at least where you
climb out of Plymouth and cross the Tamar on the tolled
suspension bridge at Saltash. Right alongside, Brunel’s
1859 Royal Albert railway bridge turrets are swathed in
scaffolding, but the glinting river estuary with its lines of
moored vessels is spectacularly beautiful. Snapper Fraser
warns me off an assignation at the naval base with an
Admiral’s daughter involving some discharged seamen,
and we motor the few miles to Williams-Crawford’s new
workshop and showroom, just off the A38 Liskeard road

at Carkeel, to pick up the cars. And what beauties they
are: a non-Sport, which would be the most unassuming
of the trio were it not painted Guards Red; we also have a
Minerva Blue Sport, featuring the Sport-pack’s little front
air-dam and whaletail wing at the back, and a beefy
Super Sport (called an SE Sport Equipment when
introduced in 1985), bulging biceps a la Turbo and
finished in Metallic Garnet Red. Unusually for Adrian,
they are all right-hand drive. Fourteen years ago when
I bought a 3.2 Carrera from him, most of his stock were
left-hookers.
Now for the nitty-gritty: the red car is a 1988 model

with G50 gearbox that’s done 83,000 miles. ‘The majority
of right-hand drive 911s imported into the UK in the mid-

’80s were 'Sport' specification,’ says Adrian, ‘but this
Targa was originally ordered as a non-Sport, which is why
there’s no spoiler package, and it’s running 15in Fuchs
rims rather than the more typical 16in versions.’ It’s shod
with Pirelli Cinturato P1 195/65R15 front and 215/60R
15s on the back. I recall having similar 15in diameter
Fuchs on my 3.2 Carrera, and what an easy rider that was
with its tall sidewall Bridgestones. The Targa’s black
leather upholstery is in fine shape, and there are three-
point seat belts for the rear seats. The service book and
associated bills reveal a continuous service history, and
it has the original toolkit stashed under the front lid.

This Targa is a rare beast in
the UK. Why? Well it’s a
non-Sport model, so comes
sans front and rear spoilers
and running on 15in Fuchs.
The Guards Red paintwork,
of course, marks it out as a
child of the ’80s, but its
spec is rather less brash

“This Targa is a non-Sport with
no spoilers and 15in wheels”
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The Minerva Blue 3.2 Sport is a 1987 car, again with
G50 ’box, and 70,670 miles on the clock since supplied
new to a woman in Jersey. And we know about swingeing
Channel Island speed limits, having sampled a Ruf
Yellowbird on Guernsey, meaning they are hardly home-
on-the-range for high-performance sports cars. So it
won’t have been thrashed, then. Even so, it’s had an
engine overhaul recently. Adrian claims it’s been a ‘hobby
car’. The colour scheme was to special order, the body
hue matched by a fest of two-tone blue leather cockpit
trim: the sports seats are dark blue leather with linen
leather centres and cream piping, and dark blue leather
clads doors, dashboard, console and rear seats. ‘There’s
no corrosion, and it’s never been damaged,’ says Adrian.
‘All the original handbooks, wallet, tool-roll, unused spare,
jack, double keys, invoices and documents folder are all
there.’ It has colour-coded 16in Fuchs wheels, running
205/55R 16 Continentals on the front and Avon 225/50R
16s on the back.
There’s no doubt that the Super Sport model projects

the greater physical presence, and you either go for that
or you don’t. As the aforementioned Yellowbird proved so
awesomely back when our trio were fresh off the
Zuffenhausen line, you go (12mph) faster in a narrow-
bodied 911 than a similarly-powered wide one because
there’s less wind resistance. No matter; it’s a Targa and
therefore not bothered about the upper echelons of the
performance register; what’s 12mph between the
banned? What also differentiates the Super Sport from
the normal Carrera isn’t simply the Turbo-look body and
accoutrements: it’s also equipped with 930 Turbo
suspension and drilled disc brakes, including the 917
calipers. Stiffer rear torsion bars and a softer rear anti-
roll bar and lowered ride height (by 14mm) complete the
spec. This one is also extremely rare: number 64 of just

68 right-hand drive UK imports. And it looks absolutely
stunning in its Garnet Metallic Red colour scheme, the
result of what Adrian describes unassumingly as ‘an
extensive refurbishment’ involving the body being
dismantled, and all outer panels, glass, bumpers,
rubbers, handles all removed, and many parts replaced at
enormous cost before it was repainted in its original
colour. The effect is ambiguous: in some lights it actually
looks gold, and in others it’s a deep red.’ The body was
reassembled with new seals, screws, fixings, lights, and
the Targa roof was refurbished inside and out with new
seals front and rear. It’s a 1986 car, so the transmission is
the 3.2’s earlier 915 ’box. Along with an engine rebuild,
new shift bushes were installed, plus new or powder
coated tin-ware, new clutch, heat exchangers and
exhaust system. Those fatty Fuchs are fitted with
Continental ContiSports all round, 205/55-ZR 16s on the
front and 245/45-ZR 16s on the rear. The Garnet paint-
job is complemented by the matching burgundy leather-
upholstered cabin and the older SC-style steering wheel,
another pointer to its early 3.2 Carrera genesis.
One of the attractive aspects of Williams-Crawford’s

location is its proximity to the moors, and together with
in-house techy and body-man Graham we make for
Pentillie Castle, a splendid manor-house style country
hotel overlooking the glassy Tamar. Under the proactive
management of owner Ted Coryton, Pentillie ran its own
speed festival a couple of years ago, the hillclimb course
winding up through ancient wooded parkland. The statue
presiding over the canine mayhem in the courtyard is
Ted’s ancestor, Sir Jamie Tillie who built Pentillie in 1698.
We shoot the cars on the bathing hut quay beside the
Tamar, watching duck and geese scour the oozing
mudbanks as the tide flows in. That done, we ease the
lissome threesome up the B3362 Launceston road on

Now this is what it’s all
about! The Targa might not
be the last word in outright
911 sportiness, but it’s not
far off. What you do get,
though, is a sublime open
top experience and a much
closer connection to that
wailing flat six. You don’t
have to be going flat-out
either to be having fun
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the western fringe of Dartmoor for some whizzy
snappery. My first charge is the blue 3.2 Carrera Sport,
and the steering wheel rim feels thinner than I remember,
but all the more tactile for it and it’s very light to the
touch, adding a lithe impression it. Its torquey engine is
pulling very nicely and it feels beautifully planted in the
fast, sweeping corners. The G50 gear change is slick, the
brake pedal is firm and with pressure it slows down as
you’d expect of a 3.2.

After the deluge it’s welcomingly sunny – and warm –
here in Cornwall, so we leave the tops off all day. That’s

the whole point of a Targa. The spanner-cum-Allen key to
effect the transition lives in the glovebox. The Allen bolts
that clamp the lid in place are tucked in little niches
either side of the windscreen header rail, and it’s literally
a few seconds’ work to twist them with the key to
release the fixtures. Three little metal pins locate the lid
in the leading edge of the roll-hoop, so you lift the lid at
the front slightly and pull it forward out of its setting.
Then stow it. Simples!

Now, about these Targa aesthetics. We’ve pondered
this before, and in our opinion – that’s Cameraboy and me

– they look far better without the Sport spoiler package.
Rear wings over-complicate what is already a more
complex design than the coupé. Tea-tray or whale-tail,
they detract from the embracing curves of the rear
screen and interrupt the elegant downward slope of the
engine lid. And that holds true for both Sport and Super
Sport. Just our opinion, mind. What is a good idea is the
rear wiper, which all three have, even the non-Sport, with
such a big expanse of glass to clean. The Porsche logo
reflector strip across the back on the blue and red cars is
considerably shorter – and tidier – than the one on the

Super Sport, because it incorporates the rear fog lights,
which are an afterthought, suspended beneath the
bumper on the earlier car. I consider the 3.2 build quality;
it is a tad more solid than the 964, and one example of
this is when the doors are closed; the strength and
solidity of that clunk is emblematic of the overall
construction of the whole car. They don’t make ’em like
that any more…

Driving the red car, it feels even more together than
the blue one in terms of the tightness of the controls,
precision of the steering, and even the power delivery is

75

TARGA GROUP TEST

911 & PORSCHE WORLD

Above: Contrasting blue
and cream sports seats
look good and are super
comfortable. The 3.2-litre
engine bares all and comes
from an era when Porsche
were happy to let the
engine be viewed.
Below: Roof on and the 911
Targa loses some of the
curvature of the coupe’s
shape. Roof off it makes
visual sense “It’s sunny here in Cornwall so

we leave the tops off all day”
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a bit sharper. Surely it can’t be to do with wheel and
tyre sizes, because the rolling radius works out the same
on Sport and non-Sport. I think. Certainly it has the best
ride quality of the three because of its tall tyres and 15in
rims. The electric seat adjustments are pretty versatile
on all three cars, making it very easy to find a
suitable driving position; especially so in the red car,
because I’ve spent longer playing around with that
than the other two.
The Super Sport’s 915 gear linkage is a little bit more

tricky to negotiate, to find the slot for the gear stick,
compared with the more robust G50. In terms of build
quality and behaviour, this car is equally as nicely
together as the other two, although immediately I sense
that the wider wheels and tyres are at odds with the
alacrity and spontaneity that the two narrow-body cars
have. But it’s not to be viewed as an underpowered
Turbo, and as we swish through the lanes I’m not having
a problem keeping up with the other two; it just seems
that there’s more resistance to getting things rolling. No
getting away from it, the narrow-bodied cars do feel
more agile, more graceful, more dancers than the hunky
monkey with its big bruiser tyres. However, when
pressing on in the Super Sport, I’m really getting the
benefit of the expansive rubber, because I can drive it
flat through the dips and corners, and it’s reassuringly
glued to the road, so it certainly does have plus points
when getting a move on.
I’m now heading towards Liskeard, and I do wonder if

the non-Sport car without its aerodynamic aids is a little
more susceptible to crosswinds, because I’m
experiencing a little bit of a buffeting in that respect on
this B-road, but it’s a temporary phenomenon. Travelling
east on the A390 towards Tavistock, the red car is the

sprightliest and the nicest ride because of the tall tyres.
It’s lovely to chuck around on the corners, and it turns
in and responds really well. It’s so nimble and a joy to
drive. There’s a fair turn of speed as well, and in fact the
red car and the blue car appear to rev more freely than
the Garnet car, zinging happily around to 5,000rpm,
though there’s no answer to that as they all share
the same engine.
And yet we’re really just splitting hairs here, because

they all have the same engine, although the Super Sport
with its Turbo suspension is less sprightly than the two
narrow cars and is thus a different driving experience.
There’s not a lot in it but, over tea back at Williams-
Crawford as we reflect on the outing, I come out in favour
of the red non-Sport as car of the day, which just
happens to be the least highly-spec’d of the Targa trio.
So, if you’re not tracking or racing your 911, what’s not

to like about soaking up the sunshine on country roads?
Ocean ozone, farmyard whiffs and flat-six noise. If a cab
is too exposing and the coupé’s sunroof aperture too
much like a tank turret top, the Targa is the answer. And
we’ve narrowed the choice down even more. That’s not
to completely dis the winged wonders, but a spoiled
Sport? No, a non-spoiled Sport will do nicely, thanks! PW

CONTACT/THANKS
AAddrriiaann  CCrraawwffoorrdd  aanndd  RRiicchhaarrdd
WWiilllliiaammss
WWiilllliiaammss--CCrraawwffoorrdd  LLttdd,,
Forge Lane 
Moorlands Trading Estate 
Saltash PL12 6LX
Cornwall
Web:
wwwwww..wwiilllliiaammssccrraawwffoorrdd..ccoo..uukk
Tel: 01752 840307, mob: 07768
555855, 
Email:
info@williamscrawford.co.uk 

TTeedd  CCoorryyttoonn
PPeennttiilllliiee  CCaassttllee
Paynters Cross
St. Mellion
Cornwall PL12 6QD
Tel: 01579 350 044
www.pentillie.co.uk
contact@pentillie.co.uk

BBaacckkwwaatteerr  CCllaassssiicc  CCaarr  TToouurrss  ttoo
PPeennttiilllliiee
wwwwww..bbaacckkwwaatteerrttoouurrss..ccoo..uukk//
ttoouurrss
info@backwatertours.co.uk

ENGINE: 3.2-litre flat six
POWER: 231bhp at 5900rpm
TORQUE: 209lb ft at 4800rpm
TRANSMISSION: Five-speed manual
TOP SPEED: 152mph
0-60MPH: 6.1 secs
SUSPENSION: MacPherson strut (f), torsion bar, swing arm (r)
TYRES: 205/55 VR16 front, 225/50 VR16 rear 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION
PORSCHE 911 TARGA CARRERA 3.2

Super Sport Targa gets 
the Turbo look with big
arches, suspension and
brakes. It doesn’t work for
our man who plumps for
the non-Sport spec, narrow
body machine
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Porsche 911 (997) 3.6 Carrera Coupe Gen II
2008/58, CarreraWhite,BlackLeather,PCM3-
TouchScreenSatNav,BluetoothPhonePrep,Sports
Seats,HeatedSeats,ColourCodedCentreConsole,
SportsSteeringWheel,UniversalAudio Interface,19"
Turbo IIStyleAlloys,PSM,On-BoardComputer,
ClimateControl, Mileage 26200, £37,995

Porsche 911 (997) 3.8 Carrera 4S Coupe
2008/08, Arctic Silver, 355bhp, Black Leather
PCM - Sat Navwith Phone, Switchable Sports
Exhaust, BOSE Surround Sound System, Park
Distance Control, Tyre PressureMonitoring,
Multifunction SteeringWheel, Red Taillights,
Stainless Steel Tailpipes, Mileage 26250 £37,995

Porsche 911 (997) 3.8 Carrera S Coupe
2008/08, Atlas Grey, 355bhp, Black Leather, PCM
- Sat Navwith Phone, Sport Chrono Pack Plus.
Switchable Sports Exhaust, BOSE Sound System,
Sports Seats, Heated Seats, Park Distance
Control, 19" Carrera Sport Alloys with Coloured
Crests, Mileage 44500 £33,995

Porsche Boxster (987) 2.9 PDK Gen II
2010/60, Meteor Grey, 255bhp, Black Leather,
PCM 3 - Touchscreen Sat Nav, Bluetooth Phone
Prep, Sport Chrono Pack Plus, Heated Seats,
Upgraded Sound, Park Distance Control,
Multifunction SteeingWheel, 19" Carrera S Alloys
with Coloured Crests, Mileage 31900, £25,995

Porsche 911 (997) Carrera S Convertible Gen II
2011/60, 3.8 Carrera S, Basalt Black, 385bhp,
Black Leather, PCM 3 - Touch Screen Sat Nav
Bluetooth Phone Prep, BOSE Surround Sound
System, Heated Seats, Park Distance Control,
Mileage 20400, £47,995

Porsche 911 (997) 3.6 Turbo Convertible
2008/57, Arctic Silver, 480bhp, 19" Turbo Alloys
with Porsche Crests, Black Leather, PCM - Sat Nav
with Phone, Xenon Lights withWash, Sports
Seats with Colour Coded Backs, AluminiumDials,
BOSE Sound System, Mileage 43200, £44,995

Porsche 911 (997) 3.8 Targa 4S PDK Gen II
2011/11 Basalt Black, Black Leather, 385bhp
PCM 3 - Touch Screen Sat Nav, Heated
Multifunction SteeringWheel, Park Distance
Control, PASM, PSM, Universal Audio Interface
Mileage 56000, £47,995

Porsche911(997)3.8TurboConvertiblePDKGenII
2009/59,GuardsRed,500bhp,BlackLeather,PCM3-
TouchScreenSatNav,SportChronoPackPlus,BOSE
SoundSystem,19"Turbo IIAlloyswithPorsche
Crests,SportsSteeringWheelwithPaddleshift,
ClimateControl,Mileage47000,£59,995
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Tel: 01202 488800 or 07000 996911
Email: service@jmgarage.co.uk

mailorder@jmgarage.co.uk

www.jmgarage.co.uk

As of  the 1st May our
new address will be:
JMG Porsche
98 Cobham Road,
Ferndown Ind Est.
Wimborne
Dorset
BH21 7RE

At JMG we are dedicated to helping you get
the best experience from your Porsche.

We service, diagnose, repair and improve Porsche
Vehicles in our South of England workshops.

JMG Porsche are a family run business built on a
foundation of three generations of Porsche experience

stretching back to the early 1970’s.
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PORSCHE 997 – GT3/TURBO / C4S / C2S / C2
2012 - 991 C2S PDK COUPE (GUARDS RED) 14,000 Miles
3.8L, Black Lther Intr, PDK Gearbox+paddle shift, PSM/PASM/PCM - Touch screen Sat Nav./
Telephone/Bluetooth/BOSE sound system/CD Changer/Sports Chrono pack/Sports
Exhausts/Multi-function Steering Wheel,Front and Rear Park Assist, Adaptive Sports Seats,
Electrically Adjustable /Heated Mirror, Embossed Leather headrests and wheel crests fitted,
Porsche Vehicle Tracking System (VTS), Bi-Xeno Headlights, Suede Headlining, 20" Alloy
wheels, Porsche Warranty.

2008 - 997 GT2 GUARDS RED CLUB SPORT Specification 11,000 Miles
Carbon interior Pack, Black Leather and Alcantara, Original Rollcage Fitted, Carbon Fibre Sports
Seats, Alcantara Roof Lining, PCM Sat. Nav, Telephone, Sport Chrono Package, Radio CD
System, PASM, Electric Windows and Door Mirrors, Uprated Steering wheel, Xenon Headlights,
On Board Computer, Climate Control,Ceramic Brakes with Yellow Callipers, 19'' GT2 Alloy
Wheels with Michelin Super Cup Tyres, Tracker, Alarm, Complete with Full Porsche Service
History and 2 Sets Of Keys, Outstanding Condition.

2009 - 997 TURBO CABRIOLET MANUAL (BASALT BLACK) 27,000 Miles
Full Black Lther Intrior, PSM/PCM-(Touch screen Sat. Nav)/Telephone, BOSE-CD Changer,
White Dials, Memory/Heated Seats, Sports Exhaust, Chrono Package Plus, M/F/Steering Wheel,
Rear Park Assist, Xenons, 19" GEN II Turbo Alloys, Full Porsche Service History.

2008 - 997 TURBO CABRIOLET TIPTRONIC S (MACADAMIA BROWN) 34,000
Miles
Macadamia Metallic, Sand Beige Full Lther Intr, Sport Chrono Pack, PCCB Porsche Ceramic
Composite Brakes, Heated Seats, BOSE sound system, Door Trim in Leather, Rear Centre
Console in Leather, Illuminated Door Entry Guards, PCM Package in Black (Sat Nav),
PSM/PASM/sports Exhaust Telephone, Leather Sports Seats, Rear Parking Assist, Porsche VTS
System, Xenons, 19" Turbo Alloy Wheels, Total of Only 2 Previous Owners, FPSH (just had a
major service).

2009/58 - 997 C2S COUPE PDK (GEN II) (MIDNIGHT BLUE) 32,000 MILES
PDK Gearbox, Full Grey Lther Int. Sports Chrono Plus, BOSE Soundsystem, Sports Mode,
Heated Seats, Multi-Function Steering Wheel, Sports Seats, Electric Memory Seats,
PSM/PASM/PCM-Touch Screen Sat.Nav./Telephone/On board Computer/White Dials, Rear
Wiper, 19" TURBO S Alloy Wheels , Rear Park Assist, Xenon's, Full Porsche Service History.

2006 - 997 C2S CABRIOLET TIPTRONIC (SILVER) 22,000 MILES
Full Metropole Blue Lther Int. Sports Chrono, Sports Mode, PSM/PASM/PCM-Sat.Nav.
Heated Seats, MultiFunction S/Wheel, Telephone Module, On board Computer, White Dials, CD
Changer, 19" Carrera S Alloy Wheels, Rear Park Assist, Xenon's, Original Wind Deflector, Full
Porsche Service History.

2006/55 - 997 C2S COUPE TIPTRONIC (ARCTIC SILVER) 33,000 MILES
Black Lthr Intr, PSM/PCM-Sat.Nav, Telephone, Bose sound system, CD changer, MF S/wheel,
White Dials, Sports Seats, Heated Seats, Sports Exhaust, Rear Wiper, Climate Control, Xenons,
Sunroof, Rear Park Assist, 19" Carrera S alloys, Full Porsche Service History

2005/54 – 997 C2S COUPE TIPTRONIC (ARCTIC SILVER) – 59,000 Miles
Grey Lthr Intr, PSM/PCM-/Telephone, Computer, BOSE Sound system/CD Changer/Sunroof/19"
Carrera S Alloy wheels/Rear Park Assist/Full Service History.

PORSCHE 996 - GT3 / GT2 / TURBO / C4S / C2 / C4
2003 – PORSCHE 996 GT2 (BASALT BLACK) 20,000 Miles
Full Black Leather Interior, Electric Windows, Climate Control, Rear Roll Cage, Porsche Radio
with CD Player, 18" GT3 Alloy wheels, Full Service History (Just been Serviced)

2004 - PORSCHE 996 GT3 (ATLAS GREY) 30,000 Miles
Comfort Specification, Full Blk Lthr Int. Porsche Crstd Sprt Bucket Seats, Guards Red Seat Belt,
Porsche CD Player & Radio, AC, 18" GT3 Alloy Wheels with Cloured Crstd W/Cntrs, On-Board
Computer, FPSH, Only 2 Owners From New, Recently Fitted Tyres.

2004 - 996 TURBO CABRIOLET TIPTRONIC (BASALT BLACK) 53,000 Miles
Full Black Lther Intr, Xenon's/PSM/PCM-Telephone/SatNav, Heated Seats, Cruise Control,
BOSE Soundsystem, Climate Control, 19' 997 Turbo Diamond Cut Alloy Wheels, New Tyres all
around, Full Porsche Service History.

2004 - 996 TURBO CABRIOLET TIPTRONIC (BASALT BLACK) 67,000 Miles
Full Black Lther Intr, Xenon's/PSM/PCM-Telephone/SatNav, Heated Seats, Cruise Control,
BOSE Soundsystem, Climate Control, 19' 997 Turbo Diamond Cut Alloy Wheels, New Tyres all
around, Full Porsche Service History.

2004 - 996 TURBO COUPE TIPTRONIC S (ATLAS GREY) 53.000 Miles
Full Blck Lther Int.PSM/PCM-Sat.Nav with Full set of DVDs for Europe, BOSE, CD Changer,
Telephone, Htd & Memory Seats, Climate Control, Sunroof, Extended Lther Pack, Optional
Sports S/Wheel in Lther, Cruise Control, R/Parking Sensors, 18 Turbo Alloys with a set of New
Tyres, FPSH.

2003 - 996 TURBO COUPE MANUAL (BASALT BLACK) 45,000 Miles
Black Leather Interior, PSM/PCM-Sat.Nav/Telephone/On - board computer, Bose sound system,
CD Changer, Cruise Control, Sports Seats, Heated Seats, Alcantara Headlining, Sunroof,
XennonsRear wiper, Rainsensor, FPSH.

2002 - 996 TURBO COUPE MANUAL (MERIDIEN SILVER) 44,000 Miles.
Mid Grey Leather Interior (PCM/PSM/Sat Nav/Tel.Module) BOSE Sunroof White Dials Computer
Climate Control Xenon Headlights 18" Turbo Alloys (OPC Service History)

1999 - 996 C2 CABRIOLET MANUAL (BASALT BLACK) 63,000 Miles
Black Leather Interior, PSM, Telephone Module, Electric windows/mirror, Climate Control, Full
service history, Hard top, Low number of keepers, many more extras will update very soon.

PORSCHE 993 - TURBO / C2S / C4S / C2 / C4 / TARGA
1998 – 993 TURBO “S” COUPE MANUAL (SPEED YELLOW) 60,000 Miles
Black Leather/Carbon Fibre Interior, Litronic Lights, Sports Seats, Electric Seats, Electric
Mirrors, Yellow Dials, Porsche Radio & Single CD Changer, Yellow Seat Belts, Sunroof, Rear
wiper, Yellow Callipers., 18” Turbo S Alloy Wheels, full Service History.

1995 - 993 TURBO COUPE MANUAL (ARENA RED) 31,000 Miles.
Grey Leather Interior Wood Package Electric Sunroof/Seats Sports Seats Cruise Control Uprated
Becker CD Player/Bluetooth/Speakers/Sat-Nav Compatibility Climate Control 18" Turbo Alloys
(OPC Service History)

1996 - 993 C2 TARGA TIPTRONIC 'VARIORAM' (TURQUOISE) 83,000 Miles
Marble Grey Leather Interior, Electric Glass Targa Roof, Electric Seats, Electric Mirrors, Porsche
Stereo, A/C, Rear Wiper, On-board Computer,17" Targa Alloy Wheels, Full Specialist Service
History with recent service (12/2011)

1996 - 993 C2 COUPE TIPTRONIC (ARENA RED) 73,000 Miles
Black Leather Interior, Sports Seats, Electric Window & Mirror, Part Electric Seats, Sony Radio
Player, Sunroof, Rear wiper, Climate Control, 17 Alloy wheels, Full Main dealer and Porsche
Specialist Service History

1994 – 993 CARRERA COUPE TIPTRONIC (BLACK METALLIC) – 73,000 Miles
Black Lther Intr, Kenwood CD Player & radio, Sunroof, Rear Wiper, Electric Window/ Mirror, 17"
Alloy wheel, Factory Fitted Alarm System, Full Main Dealer & Porsche Specialist Service
History

1994 - 993 C2 COUPE TIPTROPNIC (BLACK) 92, 000 Miles
Black Lthr Intr, Uprated Becker Radio system, Sunroof, computer, Electric Spoler/ windows/
Mirrors/Alarm, 17”Alloys, Rear Wiper, Central Locking with Immobiliser, Full Service History,
Extremely Comprehensive S/History (Spare Key, Old MOTs and Tax Discs, Original Manuals,
etc)

1994 - 993 C2 COUPE TIPTRONIC (BLACK) 99,000 MILES
Marble Grey Lthr Intr, Sunroof, Becker Radio, Electric Seats, Electric Windows, & Mirrors, Rear
Wiper, 17 " Alloy wheels, Full Porsche & Specialist Service History. (Just been Serviced)

1987 PORSCHE 930 TURBO COUPE MANUAL (BLACK METALLIC) 140,000 Miles
DEEP Plum Lthr Intr, 3.3L engine, KKK27 Turbo, Manual Gearbox (915), Porsche Sports
Steering Wheel, Fully Electric Seats, Heated Seats, Alcantara Headliner, Full Climate Control
(AC) converted to modern AC gas, Upgraded Bi-Xenon Lights, Front Suspension Strut Brace,
Rear Wiper, Original 16' FUCHS Alloys with new Continental N1 tyres fitted. Upgraded High End
Sound system, Full Service History with Invoices and photographs documenting the full
restoration. Subject to a full and extensive restoration, just recently completed.Concours
condition throughout

1989 - 911 CARRERA 3.2 CABRIOLET (G50 GEARBOX) 124,000 Miles
Manual Gearbox, Matching Numbers Exmple, Iris Blue Metallic, Full Beige Intr, Matching Dark
Blue Hood, Fully Electric Softtop, Electric Windows/Mirrors, Period Correct Fuchs Alloy
Wheels, Comprehensive Service History, 10 Years With The Same Owner.

1984 PORSCHE 911 3.2 COUPE SPORT (BLUE METALLIC) 72,000 Miles
Manual, Black Lther Intr, Sunroof, Electric Mirror/Window, Factory Fitted Air Condition,
Factory Fitted Alarm system, Fully documented service history, Rust Free, Accident Free and
Finance Free.

PORSCHE BOXSTER S
2006 - PORSCHE BOXSTER (987) 2.7L TIP (BASALT BLACK) 30,000 Miles
Full Black Lthr intr, PSM, Bose sound system, CD changer, Wind shield, Full leather seats with
electric adjustment and heating Seats, Air condition, Rear park assist, Xenons, 19" Carrera S
Alloys, Full Official Porsche Service History, Two previous owners only.

PORSCHE PANAMERA
2010 PORSCHE PANAMERA 4 TIPTRONIC (CARBON GREY) 25,000 Miles
4.5L V8 Engine, BOSE Soundsystem, SatNav, PCM Unit, Telephone Unit, Active Suspension ,

Parking Sensors Front and Rear, Heated Seats Front and rear, Memory Seats, M/F Steering
Wheel, Xenons, 22 inch Alloys with New Tyres, Foldable TowHook, Very Good Service History,
One Previous keeper

FERRARI - MODELS FROM 1967 +
2006 - FERRARI F430 SPIDER V8 MANUAL TITANIUM SILVER 28,000 MILES
6 Speed Manual, Titanium Silver Exterior, Rosso Leather Interior, Carbon Fibre Trim, Ferrari
Stereo with a telephone module, Manettino with Sports and track settings, Climate Control,
Ferrari Crested Headrests. FFSH.

2005 - FERRARI F430 SPIDER V8 MANUAL (NERO BLACK) - 18,000 MILES
Manual, Crema Leather Daytona seats with black stitching, Ferrari Becker CD Player & Radio,
Electric Seats, Electric window & Mirror, Carbon pack, Ferrari Wing Shield Head rest logos,
Climate Control, Ferrari Full Service History, 19" Ferrari F430 Alloy wheels, Just Been Serviced,
New ball joints all round

2003 - FERRARI 360 SPIDER F1 (GRIGIO SILVER) 28,000 miles
F1 Gear box, Grigio Silver Coachwork, Black Leather Interior, ASR, Chellenge Grill, Climate
control, CD changer, 19" Ferrari Alloy wheels, Full Ferrari Service History, Two previous Keepers

1998 – FERRARI 550 MARANELLO COUPE MANUAL (SILVER) 53,000 Miles.
Navy Leather Interior Satellite Navigation with DVD ASR Sports Mode Electric Seats Upgraded
Radio & 6 CD-Changer Climate Control (Ferrari Service History)

1996 - FERRARI F355 SPIDER (MANUAL) GIALLO MODENA 28,000 Miles
Giallo Modena Yellow, Full Nero Black Int. Optional Sports Mode, Electric Seats, Electric Hood,
Tonnau Cover, AC, R/Parking Sensors, Electric Windows & Mirrors, 18' Ferrari 355 Alloys,
Original Toolkit, FSH, Recently Serviced, This car has been known to us for a period of 5 years.

1973 – FERRARI 365 GTB/4 DAYTONA RHD (ROSSO RED) 38,000 Miles.
Black/Red Leather Interior Red Carpets Climate Control "Ferrari Classiche" Full Continuous
History Superb Provenance 3 Owners From New.

1967 – FERRARI 275 GTB/4 MANUAL LHD (ARGENTO SILVER) 59,000 Miles.
Full Black Leather Interior Detailed Restoration History Full History Original Build Sheets/Sales
Invoice/Tool Kit/Wallet/Hand Books Numerous Concourse & Awards Winner Engine Rebuilt By
Ferrari In Johannesburg 26,000 KMS Ago Comprehensive photos showing The Repaint & Work
Done By Ferrari Exceptional Condition Throughout.

CLASSICS - AC / BENTLEY / JAGUAR / PORSCHE 356
1991 - AC COBRA LIGHTWEIGHT (BLACK METALLIC) 5,000 Miles.
1 of 26 RHD Lightweights Black Leather Black Metallic Coachwork with White Stripes Full Black
Leather Interior Full Weather Equipment Absolutely Stunning Condition Very Rare With
Approximately ONLY 26 Vehicles Manufactured.

1964 - PORSCHE 356 SUPER 90 COUPE LHD (SIGNAL RED)
Manual,2600km since a full restoration, Soft Beige Leather Interior, 1600 cc, Left Hand Drive,
Eligible For Many European Events, Supplied with Porsche Certificate of Authenticity
1 owner for the last 15 years

1962 - JAGUAR 3.8 MARK II AUTOMATIC LHD (BLACK) 16,478 Miles.
Automatic Black Coachwork Red Leather Interior Power Assisted Steering Wire Wheels
Recent Restoration To Virtually Concours Standard

1936 - BENTLEY 4 1/4 PILLARLESS COUPE (MIDNIGHT BLUE)
Grey Leathr Gurney Nutting Coachwork 1 Owner 40 Years Extensive History A True Classic
Completely Original Throughout & Has Been Exhibited At Luois Vuitton Concours D'Elegance In
Paris 2003. Sunroof Produced By Gurney Nutting Chassis Completely Original Throughout

1935 - BENTLEY DERBY 3.8L SALOON
A true classic. Completely original throughout and with a very well documented history. Saloon,
3792cc, Petrol, 2-Axle Rigid Body, Chassis Frame no: B51EJ, Engine no: P3BP, Date of First
Registration: 30.08.1935, Had a Bare Chassis Restoration, rebuilt to the highest standard. The
restoration took over 5 years,

2010 - PGO BUGGY BR - 500 RCN PGO BUGRACER (WHITE) 700 MILES
Original PGO Buggy, Powered by a 500 cc Motorbike Engine, Steel Tube Frame, Right Hand
Drive, Road Legal, LCD Dashboard, Locking Differential, Hand Brake Reverse.

2008/57 - LAMBORGHINI GALLARDO SPYDER (NERO BLACK) 21.000 Miles
Paddle shift Gearbox (Automatic), Interior in Nero Leather with Yellow Stitching,19 inch
Lamborghini Crested Alloys with Yellow Callipers, Satellite Navigation, Fully Electric Seats with
Lamborghini Crests and Yellow Piping, Aluminium Crested Flat Bottom Steering Wheel,
Aluminium Dash Dials and Fascia Trims, Fully Electric Heated Seats with Lumbar Support and
Lamborghini Logos, Tracker Fitted, Bi-Xenon Lights, Full Official Lamborghini Service History,
recently Serviced, New Lamborghini Continental Tyres Fitted, An Immaculate Example

Tel: +44 (0)208 202 8011 Fax: +44 (0)208 202 8013 www.hendonwaymotors.com
Address: 393-395 Hendon Way London NW4 3LP email hwm@btconnect.com established 1952

www.hendonwaymotors.com
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GOING
FOUR-WARD

Words: Keith Seume Photos: Porsche Archiv

PORSCHE ARCHIVE

With the success of the 959 fresh in
everyone's mind, thoughts turned to
how best to exploit the new all-wheel-
drive technology in the mainstream
production models. In the final part of
his three-part series, Keith Seume
takes the story of 4WD 911s to the
end of the air-cooled era

911 & PORSCHE WORLD 81

A
lthough
there was no
doubt that
the
incredible

959 was proof, as if any
was needed, that
Porsche’s engineers
could rise to any
challenge placed before
them, the question of
what to do with the 911
remained. By the mid-
1980s, the basic design
was almost a quarter of
a century old (more, if
you considered its roots
with the 356) and some
people inside Porsche –
and in the press – were
beginning to question
its longterm viability.

Porsche had always
lived by the doctrine
‘evolution rather than
revolution’ – the original
Porsche-penned designs
for the People’s Car,
followed by the first of
the post-war sports
cars, had represented
the revolutionary period
in the company’s

history, with everything
since being an evolution
of those early (and
highly successful)
designs. While the
shape of a 1980s 911
may have suggested
there was little in
common with the very
earliest Porsche
designs, one look at the
concept of an air-cooled
rear-mounted engine and
torsion-bar suspension
would be enough to
confirm the link.

But Porsche’s
detractors questioned
the wisdom of such a
path – even Porsche’s
own engineers, headed
by development
supremo Helmuth Bott,
must have felt that the
911 was due for a
revamp. But Bott was
convinced that the
basic 911 design had a
bright future, and that
by following the
evolutionary path (as
exemplified by the 959)
there was still plenty of
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life in the old dog yet. But
in an interview with the
German motoring press,
Bott made it clear that, in
his mind, the future lay
not with a ‘simplified 959’
but with a ‘better 911’.
But it was clear that

four-wheel-drive was to
be a part of the 911’s
future – it was absurd to

think otherwise. And
while the Gruppe B
project was on the
drawing board (as
explained last month, the
Gruppe B project was the
precursor to the 959),
designs were also being
drawn up for an all-wheel-
drive mainstream 911.
Already underway was

the Type 964 project, a
modernised 911 with
significantly redesigned
suspension featuring coil
springs in place of
Porsche’s beloved torsion
bars. This design was

perfect for incorporating
a four-wheel drive
drivetrain as there were
no transverse torsion
bars at the rear to get in
the way of the propshaft
needed to take drive to
the front wheels.
However, there had

never been any intention
of giving up on the
traditional rear-drive 911
layout, so some far-
reaching decisions had to
be made. Should the
styling of the then-
current 911 (the Carrera
3.2) simply be updated so
that it resembled the new
models, while the 964
was sold as a 4WD in its
own right? Alternatively,
how about applying the
new suspension
technology to the old
Carrera 3.2, modifying the
bodyshell to accept the
coil-springs and
wishbones of the 964?
Neither was a particularly
satisfying answer, at
least not as far as the

engineering department
was concerned. And
neither would be
particularly cost-
effective.
The answer lay in a

third option: develop the
new car so that the
bodyshell could be used
across the range for all
models, both two- and
four-wheel-drive. Even
though the decision to
abandon the older unitary
body-chassis package
was an expensive one, in
the long run it made far
more sense, especially as
one of the stipulations for
the 964 project was that
it should be equipped
with power-steering,
thanks to the ever-
increasing weight and the
use of ever-wider wheels
and tyres.
Without significant

reworking, there was no
way the old ’shell could
accommodate PAS. But to
make sure the costs were
kept in check, orders

Above: The bare bones of
the 964-series Carrera 4
displaying the rigid torque
tube that connected the
front differential to the
nose of the transmission

Below: It was the
success of the 959
and its competition
variant, the 951,
which gave Porsche
the confidence to
apply four-wheel-
drive technology to
the mainstream
production cars
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were given that the
bodywork above the
bumper line must not be
changed and the interior,
too, should remain
essentially the same.
Two new problems

presented themselves,
however: the first was
how to simplify
installation of the new
drivetrain on the
assembly line, the second
what to do about luggage
capacity. It was Ferry
Porsche who suggested
that the new drivetrain be
installed from under the
car – early plans which
centred around modifying
the existing floorpan
would have meant fitting
the driveshaft to the
front differential from
above, a time-consuming

operation that would
have a detrimental effect
on production.
The matter of luggage

capacity caused a degree
of head-scratching to
begin with, too. The
problem was that the
front differential would,
of necessity, take up
valuable space normally
available to
accommodate the fuel
tank and luggage. The
problem was solved by
making the 964’s fuel
tank from plastic,
meaning that it could be
moulded into virtually any
shape and therefore
made to fit more
accurately round the
driveline components.
There was still a
downside to this in that

the capacity of the new
tanks was reduced to a
little under 21 litres, just
over 2.5 litres less than
that of the older model.
Luggage capacity was
reduced to 3.5 cubic feet
on the 4WD model
compared to 4.9 cubic
feet on the rear-wheel-
drive version.
The four-wheel-drive

technology itself was a
development of the
system used on the 1984
Type 953 Paris-Dakar
entries, with the front

differential unit linked to
the transmission by a
large-diameter torque
tube, through which the
driveshaft was routed.
Drive was taken from

the front of the
secondary shaft of the
rear-mounted gearbox
(referred to as the Type
G64/00 transmission).
This secondary shaft was
in fact hollow, allowing
drive to be taken to the
main differential unit via
the pinion shaft, which
passed through its

“The answer lay in a third option: develop the new car so
the bodyshell could be used across the range for all

models, two- and four-wheel-drive…”

PORSCHE ARCHIVE

Below: The new 4WD
system was put to the
test in the most
extreme conditions.
Helmuth Bott had one
shot to get the
technology right – and
he did – but mounting
costs ultimately cost
him his job…
Right: The Carrera 4
relied on the ABS
system to measure
wheel speed to assess
wheel slippage

83911 & PORSCHE WORLD
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centre. A central
differential (located in the
nose of the transmission)
split the torque in the
ratio 31/69 per cent to
the front and rear wheels,
respectively.

Many more
conventional all-wheel-
drive systems feature a
manually lockable central
differential for operation
by the driver when
conditions are very

slippery, but this task was
handled in the 964 by a
multi-plate clutch
arrangement. This relied
on feedback from the
ABS (anti-lock braking
system) wheel sensors
which informed the
system’s electronic ‘brain’
whether the front or rear
wheels were slipping – in
that case, torque would
be transferred to the pair
of wheels with most

traction. However,
in extreme
conditions, such
as snow and ice, it
was possible for
the driver to press
a button to
manually select a
‘traction’ setting.
There was also an
electronic
differential
mounted in the
rear drive system,
too, which carried
out the same
duties as a

conventional mechanical
limited-slip differential.

The first of the
prototypes was available
for testing in December
1985, with a second
joining it a month later.
This was to be the first
time that Porsche had
offered an all-wheel-drive
version of its flagship
sportscar, so everything
had to be absolutely
spot-on before it could be
signed off for production.
The reputation of the
company truly rested on
its success.

Costs meant that there
was no way the complex
electronic systems
available to the owner of
the 959 could be
incorporated in the 964,
so it was vital that
extensive testing be
carried out under all
conditions if the
simplified set-up was to
work satisfactorily. This
meant plenty of winter

testing in snow-covered
Weissach and wherever
else Bott decided to send
his team. It is difficult to
express how important it
was for Porsche to get
this right – after all, it
was a change of direction
of truly epic proportions.

The decision to move
away from torsion bars in
favour of coil springs was
not made entirely
because of the desire to
incorporate four-wheel-
drive. In fact, uppermost
in Bott’s mind was to fit
the new Porsche with
959-style self-levelling
suspension, using air
springs front and rear. But
as we now know, the
system was never put
into place, coil-springs
chosen on grounds of
cost and simplicity.

However, this
presented another
problem in that the loss
of the rear torsion
housing removed a lot of
the ’shell’s strength, a
problem further
compounded by the fact
that the coil springs, even
though they were
isolated using rubber
mountings, applied a lot
more stress to the body
than it was originally
designed to handle. For
this reason, the 964’s
bodyshell had to be
beefed up at the rear
compared to the earlier
models. More head-
scratching, more cost –
more weight.

By the time the 964
was ready for sale, all
these changes had made
it an expensive car, in
terms of both
development and build
costs. Wendelin
Wiedeking, Bott’s
immediate boss at the

Left: Test, test and test
again – that was Bott’s
mantra. The 964 Carrera 4
was subjected to extensive
pre-launch testing to
ensure the new technology
was up to Porsche’s
expectations

“Wiedeking was extremely unhappy with
the situation and accused Helmuth Bott of

trying to destroy the company…”
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time, was extremely
unhappy with the
situation, accusing Bott
of trying to destroy the
company and, although
Wiedeking left the
company soon after,
there is no doubt that his
feelings led to Bott’s
decision to leave Porsche
in September 1988, not
only two years ahead of
his planned retirement,
but significantly also
ahead of the 964 launch.
Press response to the

new Carrera 4, as it was
to become known, was
very positive and the
future of 4WD as part of
the Porsche line up
seemed assured. The only
criticism that some
people made was that
the Carrera 4 lacked ‘feel’
and didn’t seem as light
and delicate as earlier
911s. However, there was
no getting round the fact
that four-wheel-drive
964s accounted for 20
per cent of all sales.
But what next for the

911? Well, let’s fast
forward a few years to the
arrival of the new 993
models late in 1993.
In contrast to the 964

launch, where the four-
wheel-drive C4 was
available before its two-
wheel-drive sibling, the
C2, when the 993 made
its debut it was available
only in Carrera 2 spec,
with the promise of a C4
version to follow soon

after. The 993 C4 was
marketed very differently
to the outgoing 964
Carrera 4, with the
emphasis being placed on
handling rather than
simply traction. Although
still technologically
sophisticated, the 993’s
4WD system was
simplified compared to
that of the old 964.
Drive to the front

wheels was via a shaft
attached to a viscous
coupling located in the
nose of the transmission,
dispensing with any need
for an electronic ‘brain’ to
decide the torque split
between front and rear
wheels. Karl Ludvigsen
gives a good explanation
of how this simple (yet
sophisticated) system
works in volume three of
his work Excellence Was

Expected. It was
developed by GKN in the
United Kingdom and was
similar to the system
used by Jensen on its FF
(Ferguson Formula)
Interceptor model.
As Ludvigsen explains,

the viscous coupling
consisted of a series of
discs running in silicone
oil, the viscosity of which
changed rapidly with even
a relatively minor rise in
temperature. ‘If the 993’s
rear wheels started to
rotate more quickly than
its front wheels,’ said the
automobile historian, ‘the
fluid temperature rose so
quickly that the coupling
would react within a
tenth of a second, or a
quarter-turn of the wheel,
to begin transmitting
torque to the front.’ It
sounds very simple and,

in theory, it is. Putting the
theory into practice was
another matter.
The viscous coupling

can only produce torque if
the speed at which the
input and output shafts
rotate is different,
causing the oil to get hot.
To achieve this, Porsche
chose to use tyres of
slightly differing rolling
radius front and rear.
Although the difference in
radius between the
205/55x16 tyres on the
front and the 245/45x16
tyres at the rear is barely
2.5mm, it was enough to
prompt the viscous
coupling into action.
On a dry surface, the

amount of torque fed to
the front wheels varied
between five and fifteen
per cent, but that could
change to a split of more

than 90/10, front/rear, if
the rear wheels were on a
very slippery surface and
the fronts on dry ground.
Gone, too, was the

manually-selectable
‘traction’ button fitted to
the 964, which allowed
the differential units to be
locked, the reason for this
being that the 993 C4
was equipped with a
limited-slip rear
differential set to give 25
per cent lock-up under
acceleration, and 40 per
cent under deceleration.

Above: The new 993-series
Carrera 4 also featured a
rigid torque tube driveline,
but there were numerous
differences in the design of
the central differential
compared to the 964 C4,
details of which can be seen
in this cutaway (below)
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This was used with what
Porsche referred to as
‘ABD’, short for
Automatisches Brems-
Differential (‘Automatically
Braked Differential’),
which was an
electronically-controlled
system that applied the
brake to any wheel that
was spinning so as to
transfer torque to the
corresponding wheel on
the other side of the car.
It operated only at speeds

below 70km/h.
At first sight, it might

appear that the two
systems are simply
variations of the same
theme, but Porsche saw
things differently. A
conventional limited-slip
differential works fine in
dry conditions, helping to
reduce lift-off oversteer.
However, when the going
gets slippery, it tends to
make a car very tail-
happy – anyone who has

driven a car with an LSD
fitted knows how easy it
is to get it to slide under
power in the wet. When
the ABD system sensed
what’s happening (picking
up its information from
wheel sensors shared by
the anti-lock brakes), it
used the car’s ABS
control unit to apply the
brake to whichever wheel
was causing the problem.
The ABD system was
fitted as standard to all
Carrera 4 models, and
was also offered as an
option on the C2.
One major benefit of

the new system was that
the front driveline
components – propshaft,
differential and the
driveshafts themselves –
could all be made lighter
than similar parts used on
the 964 C4. In addition,

there was no longer a
heavy electronically-
controlled central
differential unit, leading
to an overall weight
saving of 50kg compared
to the older model, a
weight-saving further
added to by the deletion
of the brake servo. A
high-pressure braking
system was used instead,
space taken up by the
front differential meaning
there was no room for the
servo unit.
The overall result was a

car that felt better
balanced than its
forebear, one which could
be powered through a
bend and driven with
more ‘enthusiasm’ in less
than perfect conditions.
It is interesting to note

that, while the same four-
wheel-drive system was
used on the 993 Turbo,
Jürgen Barth chose to go
down the rear-drive only
route when he helped to
develop the track-ready
GT2. Alois Ruf, famed
German tuner of all things
Porsche, similarly
expressed his preference
for two-wheel-drive by
basing his 520bhp Ruf

CTR-2 turbo on the
chassis of the Carrera 2.
Today, four-wheel-drive

is taken for granted, and
all 911s since the 993
(996, 997 and the latest
991) have been available
with this technology.
As is the case with all

so-called ‘driver aids’,
there are detractors who
will lament the passing of
the simple, tech-free
sports car, and who will
claim that all-wheel-drive
takes the fun out of
driving. Well, that may be
true to some degree but
if the purpose of a high-
performance car is to get
you from A to B as quickly
as possible then the
chances are that a
Carrera 4 will prove the
ideal tool for the job.
After all, not every

Porsche owner is an
experienced racing driver
– and not every road is
dry and grippy… PW

“The overall result was a car that felt
better balanced than its forebear, one that

could be powered through a bend…”

Below: Discreet badging on
the rear gives the game
away. Using front and rear
tyres of slightly differing
dimensions ‘forced’ the
viscous coupling to transfer
torque to the front wheels

Left: Porsche chose to use
the same four-wheel-drive
system on the 993 Turbo,
although the GT2 and Ruf
CTR-2 turbos were both
rear-drive only. Production
993 Turbo is one of the
most accomplished 911s in
recent times. A real driver’s
car – despite the 4WD…
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Porsche spare parts for all models since 1950

Piece price (Euro) exclude 19% VAT, Dealer inquires welcome

356 AT2-BT5 / Cabrio left/right
Set 218 Euro Single pieces also available!

356 BT6/C Coupe left/right
Set 218 Euro

Sun visor 356
New production

Heat exchanger left
mechanical injection
911: 2,2 - 2,7l, steel  each 359 Euro
911: 2,2 - 2,7l, stainless steel  each 435 Euro
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911: 2,0 - 2,7 l, stainless steel  each 395 Euro
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Set 1090 Euro
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Contact: Robert Johnson   Tel: 0845 026 4242   www.classicandsportsfinance.com

Classic Car Finance Packages
Changing the dynamics of motor car funding
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A
lan Uejo got into the Porsche parts business
in 1977, when he was still in high school. It
was a part-time job at another San
Francisco bay area Porsche aftermarket
business, which interestingly enough is still

in business and in some ways a competitor to his
current endeavor, PartsHeaven, which was originally
named PorscheHeaven when he opened its doors in
1984. As you can see from these photos, one of its
prime occupations is Porsche dismantling, but Uejo
wants you to know his shop is much more than just
another car breaker. His goal is to always have, or
quickly be able to locate, the part(s) the customer
needs the most, be they used, new Porsche OEM bits,
remanufactured/rebuilt, or high quality aftermarket.
If you didn’t see the mass of disassembled Porsches

alongside the building, you might not know
PartsHeaven is a dismantler. There’s very little banging
or crashing noises emanating from the shop’s open bay
doors, and you enter through a clean, well organised
showroom/office area, and much of the new inventory
is racked and presented much like the parts
department at a Porsche factory dealer. Uejo buys

PARTS
HEAVEN

WHETHER IT’S NEW OR OLD
PARTS YOU’RE AFTER, SAN
FRANCISCO BASED PARTS-

HEAVEN WILL HAVE IT, AND IF
THEY HAVEN’T, THEN THEY’LL

GET IT. WELCOME TO A
DISMANTLER’S HEAVEN

Words and photography: Matt Stone
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insurance and otherwise totalled cars from many
sources, although prefers “rust free, California iron”
when he can get it. Great care is taken to make sure
that everything has a clean title and he won’t consider
taking in anything that could be in any way identified
as questionable or stolen. PartsHeaven stocks or
otherwise sells new parts for all Porsche models, but
on the dismantler side, doesn’t part out Cayennes or

Panameras. “Most of those cars are leased” comments
Uejo, “so they are usually repaired or totalled out by
Porsche dealers.” All other 356, 911, 924/44/68/28
and Boxster/Cayman models are fair game. And the
massive shop and side yard is a treasure field of wings,
engines, glass, wheels, interiors, and nearly any other
re-usable part that came off an unfortunate Porsche.
Uejo’s two facilities total about 10,000 square metres
of shop, inventory and storage space, and they are a

licensed and proper dismantler that meets the
considerable government and environmental
requirements of same. A walk through the parts racks
evidences box after box of new Bursch exhaust
systems, plus a varying inventory of new hoses,
electrical and engine components.
PartsHeaven’s staff of ten serves a variety of

customers from all over the world, with the United

States, the UK, Europe, much of Asia, New Zealand and
Australia being its largest customer bases. They sell
customer direct, to custom and body shops, racing
teams, and the occasional dealer. Uejo notes with
interest that his fastest growing customer body is the
banger racers, or “LeMons” racers named after one so-
named series in the US where the cars can’t cost more
than $500, exclusive of tyres and safety equipment, to
put on track. “The LeMons guys love running 944s

THE SPECIALISTS: PARTSHEAVEN

91911 & PORSCHE WORLD

“PartsHeaven’s staff of ten serves a variety of
customers from all over the world”

The PartsHeaven team,
from the left: Moe, Glenn,
main man, Alan Uejo,
Spencer, Dave and Wilson

Restoring a Porsche of any
description? Wouldn’t you
love to have a rummage
around here? Anything
useful and salvageable is
stripped and racked
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because they are fast, tough, and handle well. Many
teams come here to stock up on the expendables they
know they’ll need to replace during a race, like wheels
and brakes.” Another popular LeMons racer is now the
Boxster; lightly damaged Boxsters, or those with
engine damage due to intermediate shaft bearing
failure, are plentiful and inexpensive, and of course are

also great handlers. PartsHeaven also hosts an
annual open house, swap meet and car show that’s
well attended by all manner of Porschephiles, and your
visit is otherwise welcome any other time during
business hours.
What sets PartsHeaven apart from other Porsche

parts shops? Uejo is convinced it’s their customer
service. “Look, my guys know their stuff. We used to

keep detailed computerised inventories, but stuff
comes in and out so fast and it was getting very
expensive in terms of data entry just trying to keep up
with it; we know what we have or where to get it. The
team works very hard to get the customer to the right
answer quickly and at a fair price.” Uejo admits that
“we won’t always be the cheapest price, but we don’t

sell inferior aftermarket parts, and all of our used parts
are backed by a 90-day warranty. Quite often, part of
doing the job properly is talking the customer out of
things he doesn’t need; getting him only what he does
or wants, and getting his car up and running. He can
have the greatest Porsche in the world, but if the
customer can’t drive it, what good does it do?” We
couldn’t agree more. PW

“The team works very hard to get the customer
to the right answer quickly and at a fair price”

CCOONNTTAACCTT
PartsHeaven
23694 Bernhardt
Hayward, CA 94545, USA
800 767 7250 (toll free in US
only)
510 782 0354
Fax: 510 782 0358
Hours: 8am-5pm Monday to
Friday
9am-3pm Saturday
Closed Sunday
info@partsheaven.com
www.partsheaven.com

Left: Early 911s are too
good for the bodyshell
graveyard these days, so
it’s the unloved 914s and
944s that see out their
days on the pile, minus
anything useful
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Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

Porsche® enthusiasts like John have been relying on us for over 26 years to keep their vehicles performing at their very best. 
From complete engines to the most obscure bolt, we’ve got the exact part you’re looking for and can ship right to your door. 
Shop anytime online at partsheaven.com, call us at 1.800.767.7250, or come by and see us.     
Whichever way, you’ll get friendly, knowledgeable customer service to answer any question. 

JOHN’S IN HEAVEN.
He just found this pristine, standard  
reconditioned crankshaft for his ’94
911 Carrera in our online store at 
www.partsheaven.com.

Sign up online
to get our

Monthly Wrecks
email

bulletins!
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PORSCHE  PARTS

www.douglasvalley.co.uk

d

CALL OUR TEAM ON
01943 864 646

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
specialisedcovers.com

British Design
& Manufacture

DISCOUNT CODE : PWM-2014FOLLOW US

INDOOR & OUTDOOR CUSTOM MADE
CAR COVERS DESIGNED BY YOU.

innovative tailored protection

THE ULTIMATE
IN CAR COVER
PROTECTION.

PRESTIGE +
STARTING FROM

£299
FULLY TAILORED.

ANY MAKE. ANY MODEL.

innovative tailored protectio
INDOOR & OUTDOOR CUSTO
CAR COVERS DESIGNED BY YOU.

on

THE ULTIMA
IN CAR COV
PROTECTIO

OM MADE
OU.

ATE
VER

N.

British Design
& Manufacture

FOLLOW US

FULLY TAILORED
AKE ANY M

ANY MAKE. ANY MFULLY TAILORED.
CALL OUR TEA

01943 864
VISIT OUR W

specialisedcovers.
DISCOUNT CODE : PWM-2014

£2
MODEL. AM ON

646
WEBSITE
.com

WM-2014

299

Limited

www.elitemotortune.co.uk
NORTHAMPTON Tel: 01604 757510

Porsche specialist for over 30 years

Servicing for all Porsches

Up to 40% off main dealer rates

Courtesy cars available

Close to Northampton train station
(Direct lines to London & Birmingham)

Recent new workshop with latest
German technology and 7 service bays
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S
omething slightly
different for our
how-to feature this
month. In the March
2014 issue, you might

remember, we showed how to
remove and – in part, anyway –
subsequently refit the fixed
windows in a down-at-heel
1984-model 911 Carrera 3.2.

The car had recently been
acquired by independent Porsche
specialist Auto Umbau of Silsoe,
Bedfordshire. Proprietor Robin
McKenzie’s plan was to restore it
and eventually to sell it – and
ours simply to put together that
single window story – but from
that first meeting came another
fairly obvious idea. We would

shadow the entire process, using
the resulting material for both a
series of practical stories within
the magazine (interspersed with
some other topics to maintain
our essential diversity), and

ultimately, perhaps, a book.
The heart of any successful

restoration – and such is
currently the truly ruinous
condition of this high-mileage car
that this is going to be a very

Start by removing door’s inner ‘furniture’. Some fixings obvious, others less so – but all there if you
take the time to look. Broken speaker grille – caused by over-tightening screw – was an early sign of
horrors to come. Plastic trim behind rotary knob for door lock (bottom row, far left) is threaded to
mechanism; don’t just try to pull it off. Flap for interior door release is attached to a hooked rod, but
it’s easy to unclip – when you know how. Save all trim, no matter how scruffy, for possible use again

MAKING AN ENTRANCE
Story and photography by Chris Horton

The Carrera 3.2 we used for our recent windscreen how-to has evolved into a full restoration.
Auto Umbau’s Robin McKenzie shows the simple tricks needed to strip and remove a door
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HOW-TO: 911 DOOR STRIPDOWN

substantial one – is an organised,
focused and above all methodical
stripdown. In short, you need to
avoid creating even more
problems for yourself, either now
or in the future, and also to
conserve both components that
may be salvageable and your
own energy and enthusiasm.
Fools rush in where angels fear
to tread, and all that.
Welcome, then, to part two of

the on-going tale: the complete
dismantling of the car’s left-
hand door, leaving the individual
parts ready for assessment
and/or refurbishment, or in some
cases (but only when they plainly
have no life left in them
whatsoever) simply chucking
in the bin.
Surprisingly, for such a

relatively simple car, there is a
lot to get through, so we have

Multi-pin plug and socket for mirror wiring is too big to pass through required holes, but using special
tool to release individual pins saves cutting the cables. More on this in next month’s Q&A. Mirror
itself is secured by a tiny grub screw pulling a pawl against the edge of a hole. Windowwaist trims
prise off; more on those in Q&A, too. Central-locking (bottom, left) looks like an after-market fitment;
that goes straight in the bin. Paper towel jammed in access hole saves losing window-frame screws

Key to removing the door ‘card’, as it’s known, is a plastic trim tool to get behind the panel and exert
an even force as close as possible to the push-in fixing clips. Our first card is in pretty poor shape
thanks to water damage – itself the result of someone using what look worryingly like old shopping
bags to create a supposedly waterproof membrane – but the covering might just be salvageable

MISSION STATEMENT
Just a quick reminder about what is temporarily ‘our’ 1984-model 911 Carrera 3.2
coupé. It is an utter wreck. Partly as a result of its 313,000 miles – and it was, to its
considerable credit, still a runner when Robin McKenzie took delivery – but also due to
the all too often bodged repairs the previous owner had unwittingly paid for over many
years. (Having seen the high standard of Auto Umbau’s work, he has pledged – with a
deposit – to buy it back again when it is finished.)
There is barely an outer panel that is neither rusty nor dented (or both), the inner

structure has more holes in it than the Titanic – both the ‘B’-posts and the inner rear
quarter panels have to be seen to be believed – and the interior, also now removed,
was in ruins. Mechanically the news is little better. The engine runs (or ran, anyway;
we’ve not seen it in action), the 915 transmission changes gear, and the suspension,
brakes and steering do more or less what they are supposed to, but all will need a
rebuild, with many new components, before the car stands a hope of turning a wheel
again. But live again it most certainly will!
Auto Umbau is at Wrest Park, Silsoe, Bedfordshire MK45 4HS; tel: 01525 861182;

www.classicporscherepairs.co.uk.
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followed the old adage that a
picture is worth a thousand
words. We have also had to
assume that anyone likely to
tackle a similar project in this
depth will have some basic
aptitude and knowledge, and

so won’t need each and every
step explaining in minute detail.
We hope, of course, that those of
you who are merely interested
onlookers will follow the story,
too – which of us can say we
don’t like watching an expert at

work? – but be aware that you
are not (in this context, at least)
our primary target audience.

Either way, enjoy. And stick
with us for what could be quite a
long but hopefully informative

journey. For a copy of the March
2014 edition of the magazine,
by the way, or a PDF of that first
how-to feature about this car, go
to www.911porscheworld.com,
or call 020 8655 6400. PW

It is possible, in theory, to remove the door glass without disturbing its upper frame, but such is the
shortage of working space inside the shell that we wouldn’t want to try unless it was essential.
Here it doesn’t matter, of course: you need the frame out anyway. Even so, and with all the obvious
(and some not-so-obvious) fixings undone, including the ‘L’-shaped bracket above left, it can be quite
a struggle, and your hands will probably end up scratched to pieces. Biggest problem is disengaging
the scissors-style window-lifter mechanism from the channel at the base of the window, even with
the motor unscrewed from its mount (see below). This frame had been damaged, presumably many
years earlier, during a break-in; it may thus need to be replaced with a better second-hand item

No surprise, given the state of the outer waist seal, that fabric/metal rubbing strip for the drop glass
was in such poor condition; clips may be re-usable, though. Wiring for the window motor is wrapped
around the body of the unit; don’t just try to pull it. With motor detached from the regulator frame
that, too, can finally be extracted from within the door. Handle mechanism is held by one screw and
one nut, both now accessible from inside the shell. Check-strap mechanism is secured to door shell
by a couple of M6 (10mm spanner) nuts, and to the ‘A’-post by a roll-pin; try not to damage that or
the surrounding metalwork as you tap it free. To remove door safely and efficiently, undo two of the
three screws from each hinge, then the third from the bottom hinge, and finally the third from the
top. Gently pull the door a few inches away from the shell to allow room to pull wiring through
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PREPFABMOTORSPORT
ENGINEERING LTDP O R S C H E

PORSCHE bodyshell & component manufacturers
Buy direct from the manufacturers

FOR ALL YOUR TRACKDAY & COMPETITION REQUIREMENTS – ROAD – RACE – RALLY

ENGINE/GEARBOX REBUILDS
We have a purpose built
engine/transmission build unit,
competition gearbox builds, diff setting,
race engine building - RING FOR DETAILS

911RS alloy cooler kit, complete with
fitting kit including all steelwork to weld
in and -16 male outlets £600 RSR FIA adjustable anti roll bar set up front£600/rear£600

NOW STOCKING
915 GEARBOX PARTS AVAILABLE FROM STOCK
RACE/RALLY RATIOS AVAILABLE,
MANUFACTURED TO THE HIGHEST SPECS
UTILISING ORIGINAL PORSCHE DOG RINGS.
STOCKING GEAR SETS @ £500/PR-
17.35/20.32/22.29/30.33/26.26
SINGLE PIECE BEARING RETAINER @ £210
BILLET DUAL RAMP ANGLE LSD UNIT @ £1585
ALL THE ABOVE PRODUCTS ARE OF THE
ABSOLUTE HIGHEST POSSIBLE QUALITY
MANUFACTURED EXCLUSIVELY FOR US TO
OUR SPECS BY THE LEADING PORSCHE
TRANSMISSION MACHINE SHOP AND ARE
TRIED AND TESTED NOT JUST BY OURSELVES
BUT BY MANY OTHER SUCCESSFUL
COMPETITIORS.
FULL BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE SERVICE
ON ALL PORSCHE GEARBOXES AND
DIFFERENTIALS-PLEASE CALL WITH YOUR
REQUIREMENTS OR JUST ADVICE ON RATIOS.

TOP QUALITY FIBREGLASS PANELS
RS Ducktail ....................................£350/€420
RH Drive/LHD dash top panel....£148/€180
3.0 RS type rear bumper ............£350/€420
3.0 RS type front panel ..............£350/€420
911s bumper with lip & notch
out ....................................................£200/€240
RS long bonnet..............................£250/€300
SC bonnet ......................................£240/€290
Turbo front wings (add
£45 for steel bowls)..........£300/€360 each
Turbo rear 1/4 panel..........£280/€340 each
Std 911 front wings (add
£45 for steel bowls) ........£245/€290 each
RSR rear spoiler (10kg) ..............£900/€1080

911 UNDERBODY PROTECTION
Front tank/under bodyguard in aluminium
full width, fits from front bumper back
rear of front wheel. Complete with fitting
kit (welding required) ................£290/€350
Rear engine/transmission guard, full
width covering heat exchangers level
with rear shock absorbers, cover rear
exhaust silencer going forward to centre
tuned at gear linkage point. Complete
with fitting kit (welding required)
£420/€500
Front & rear guards available with extra
‘skid ribs - add £100/€120
front/£150/€180 rear.
Rear available with clutch adjustment
access - add £30/€36.
Under body aluminium skidded floor
guard, covers whole centre section of car,
manufactured from high grade
lightweight with TIG welded sides and
strengthening skids....................£300/€360
Moulded under bodyguards, 2 pcs, fit on
each side of floors, eligible for historics
£300/€360 pair

Rear arch protectors - bond - on
£140/€170 pair

BILSTEIN COILOVER SHOCK ABSORBERS
Front coil over including spring etc (choice
of rates) complete uses original top
mount ..................£400/€480 pair exchange
Rear coil over - conversion inc threaded
tube, spring seats,
spring top and choice of
spring rates ............................£200/€240pair
Complete front Bilstein
leg & inset - new ................£460/€550 each
Rear Bilstein - 911 ..............£123/€148 each
Strengthening mods for front leg RING
FOR DETAILS

THE OFFICIAL SAFETY DEVICES
APPOINTED FITTING CENTRE
Stocking weld-in and bolt-in Porsche roll
cages.

Weld-in 911 ..........................................................
Full spec - CDS..............................£560/€670
Full spec - T45 ............................£960/€1150
Fitting prices to a stripped shell - CDS
£750/€900
T45 ..................................................£750/€900
TIG WELDED - Add £350

SD
911 bolt-in multi-point cage......£500/€600
door bars ..................................£46/€55 each
993 bolt-in multi-point cage ....£500/€600
door bars ..................................£46/€55 each
996 bolt-in multi-point cage ....£600/€720
door bars ................................£90/€108 each
NEW PRODUCTS
SD 911 rear half cage for
road use..........................................£295/€354
with diagonal ....£340/€408 inc fitting kits

PORSCHE 911 HIGH RATIO
STEERING RACK
Top quality 2.5 lock to lock (casing requiring
machining)..£360/€430 exchange
Turbo rod ends & Track arms
..................................................£150/€180/set

ONE PIECE QUICK RELEASE
PIAA LAMP POD
Latest design, fully adjustable on car
£1100.00/€1320.00
Mill-spec bonnet connectors + loom
£260/€310

FIA RS turbo brake system,
front/rear calipers£750each,front disc
bell to suit SC hub£200pr front cross
drilled disc£400pr rear alloy hub£300pr
rear cross drilled disc£460pr

lightweight
hi torque
911 starter
motor
£220

911 ALLOY PROFILED DOORCARD £140pr

HYDRAULIC HANDBRAKE KIT
To suit standard 911 lever, £85/€100 alloy
lever assy complete replacement (retains
original heater flap controls)..£230/€276
Scrutineer compliant handbrake cable
kit............................................£120/€168.

TWIN BOX STAINLESS REPACKABLE
EXHAUSTS
Bolt directly onto SSI’s, sounds superb
with power gain £470/€560 complete kit.

911 PERSPEXWINDOW KITS
With slider & formed rear screen - top
quality ..............................£320/€390 full set
911 heated front screen ............£270/€320

911 WORKS RS SPEC DUAL CYLINDER
BIAS PEDAL BOX
Complete with cylinders - £470/€560
exchange, dash adjuster with machined
alloy turn knob..........£45/€54
Now available 964 bias pedal box
complete...................£470/€560 exchange

OFFICIAL MINILITE DEALER
Usually available from stock
15 x 5 1/2 aluminium minilite £105/€130
15 X 6 aluminium minilite £112/€135
15 x 7 aluminium minilite £125/€150
15 x 8 aluminium minilite £135/€160
15 x 9 NEW aluminium minilite £145/€170
15 x 10 NEW aluminium minilite £150/€180

www.prepfab.com
ALL PRICES + VAT@ 20% ALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED &WORLDWIDE SHIPPING

ALL PRODUCTS LISTED ARE AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE IN OUR NEW ON-LINE SHOP

ALWAYS WANTED 911 BODY SHELLS AND PARTS

FULLRACE/RALLYSPEC915
Gearbox - EX STOCK!! Fully built up with all
new race ratios and billet LS differential and
new OE mainshaft /first gear. Exchange unit
required.
Our Price: £8,048.75/€9660

"911 direct
replacement
throttle pedal
fits directly
onto factory
rod
£120/€168.NOW AVAILABLE 16X6, 16X7, 16X8 AND COMING SOON MAGNESIUM

T:UK 0044 1427 858114, France 00 33 781 611 850

E:prepfabsales@btinternet.com

NEW PREPFAB
REMANUFACT-
URED RSR
SHORT
REAR ARMS
Perfect
recreation,
original spec
RSR rear turrets.
Call for details.

LHD911RS
WIDEBODIED
PREPFABSHELL
Newly built
tigged cage,
ultimate FIA
spec, all parts
available to
build. Call for
details.

LHD FIA RS 3.0
AVAILABLE

NOW-AS SHELL
OR FULL BUILD-

POA

BODYSHELL
PREPARATIONS
Full or part
preps to the
very highest
standards from
historic to
modern shell
mods. Coach
works available.

RSR rear turrets,
accurate
reproduction of the
original, necessary
for FIA use,
manufactured by
ourselves, in stock.

BRAID PORSCHE REPLICAWHEELS -
THE BEST AVAILABLE
ALL SIZES AVAILABLE. CALL FOR DETAILS
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SUBSCRIBE ONLINE:
WWW.911PORSCHEWORLD.COM

CALL TODAY 020 8655 6400

CALL +44 (0)20 8655 6400
OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT

911PORSCHEWORLD.COM

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE!
PAYJUST£4.00* PER ISSUE INSTEAD
OFTHE£4.60NEWSSTANDPRICE
GUARANTEE YOUR COPY OF 911 & PORSCHE WORLD, DELIVERED DIRECT FROM
THE PRINTER TO YOUR DOOR – BEFORE THE OFFICIAL ON-SALE DATE!**

*BASED ON UK ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION
**UK ONLY

SIX ISSUES 12 ISSUES

UK £26.00 £48.00
EUROPE £36.00 £67.00
REST OF WORLD £46.00 £85.00
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www.ninexmotorsport.co.uk     sales@ninexmotorsport.co.uk

Engine & Gearbox Rebuilds

Race Car & Track Preparation

Porsche Diagnostic Test Equipment

Porsche Parts Supplied

All Porsche Models Serviced

Unit C Gladstone Industrial Estate     Denmark Street      Maidenhead     SL6 7XJ
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13-15 June 2014
2014 marks Porsche’s return to Le Mans and we are offering 911 & Porsche World readers a special offer to get you to the centre of the action.

We have joined forces with motorsport tour operator Wildside to offer a unique Le Mans hospitality and tented basecamp HQ, close to the track and on
infield, providing a free bar and freshly-cooked food by the Wildside crew for the whole 24 hours. Plus optional grandstand seats, a splendid hotel and a

special Wildside back-road route taking in some great driving roads and avoiding traffic.Le Mans is much more than the greatest endurance race in the world.
It has its own ambience and atmosphere and an electricity and excitement that you can almost touch. Quite apart from the racing don't forget the live rock

bands and stage acts plus of course the 'circuit village' with its bars, cafes, Champagne tents and giant screen TVs with live coverage of the race.

TheWildside/911 & Porsche World LeMans24HoursTour
(Friday 13 June –Sunday15 June) includes all of the following:

* Return ferry crossings Dover-Calais for car and passengers
* Friday night hotel with swimming pool and secure parking

* Back road route with exclusive road books
* Four course pre-race dinner on Friday night with wine

* Breakfast on the Saturday morning
* Wildside HQ base with double awnings, carpeting, seating and tables

* Circuit location for the Wildside HQ base – two minute walk from the track
* Pre-erected tents in the Wildside base – just bring a sleeping bag and move in!

* Twin fully carpeted ‘leisure marquees’ at the base
* Exclusive Wildside night coach transfers to the Mulsanne and Arnage corners

* All beer, wine, soft drinks, snacks, freshly-cooked food – lunch, dinner and breakfast –
included for the whole weekend

* Secure parking for 911 & Porsche World readers at the Wildside HQ base
* Optional general admission tickets

* Optional grandstand tickets
* Trip is fully escorted by Wildside throughout

SPECIAL PRICES FOR
911 & PORSCHE WORLD READERS

The price based on 2 people sharing a car/hotel room is £445 per person for British group requiring ferry.
For European readers not requiring the ferry, the price based on 2 people sharing a car/hotel room is £345 per person.

For readers making their own way to Le Mans a ‘Hospitality Only’ package is also available from
Saturday morning to Sunday afternoon for £219 per person.

(A deposit of 50% of the tour price is required to confirm your booking. Personal travel and cancellation insurance, incidentals and general admission tickets are not
included in the price but these can be arranged by Wildside and paid for separately. Remember when you phone to quote ref: 911&PW24)

TO BOOKAND FOR FURTHERQUERIES
Please contact Wildside if you have any questions - they will be delighted to help.

And remember to say that you are a 911 & Porsche World reader and quote ref number: 911&PW24

Call: +44 (0) 118 947 5200
Or email: wildside@adren-a-line.com

TRIPTOTHE
LE MANS 24 HOURS!
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WE DON’T JUST WRITE ABOUT PORSCHES,
WE DRIVE AND LIVE WITH THEM, TOO

THE TEAM

PROJECTS

P
oised, as tip-toe
on a ballet
dancer’s points,
the Peppermint

Pig glides serenely
through the undulating
backroads, unabashed by
even the most severely
nuanced surfaces. And
that means I’m likely to
retain what’s left of my
fillings, since I’m not
feeling the potholes in the
harsh way I used to, when
every clonk was an oral
bonk. There’s a new
alacrity about its
progress, twinkling
sprightly as it dips into
corners, a joy in the
tightest on-camber
curves. Why, it could even
traverse a trough if it
tried. And all thanks to its
new springs and dampers.
Me and The Pig go back

eight summers, to when
we first hooked up at
Roock Racing in
Leverkusen, just up the
road fromDer
Nordschleife. Michael
Roock’s techies had set up
theminty C2with H&R
spring-and-damper units,
achieving a ride and height
calculated to deliver
optimum handling on road

and track, and though the
proficiency to cling on and
zip around corners never
diminished I seewith the
hindsight afforded by the
new kit that the ride
quality must have
dwindled over time.
Eibach and Bilstein to

the rescue and a synergy
was achieved by
combining springs from
Eibachwith dampers from
Bilstein. A very popular coil
over kit is also available
from Bilstein, but I decided
that I didn’t need such an
infinitely adjustable set up
on what is a road car after
all. Plus I was also looking
for a somewhat more
compliant ride too. My
local garage happens to
be Shawn Taylor Racing,
almost within shouting
distance across Norwich’s
Prince of Wales Road
(where you have to shout
pretty loud on a Saturday
night to be heard above
the nee-naw of the police
sirens). The suspension
work was carried out by
Chris Lewis, and I stuck
around to watch him in
action. He freed up the
fixtures of the old units
with WD-40 as they were

seized, but eventually
they were no problem to
remove. The fronts
presented no difficulties
as far as accessing the
fixtures was concerned,
but access to the rear
shocks’ top mounting
points in the far corners of
the engine bay is so
restricted as to bemore or
less invisible.
Chris talks us through

the operation: ‘The
Bilstein’s dimensions are
slightly shorter than the
H&R’s, and the only
problem I had fitting the
Bilsteins is that the top
thread was too short by
about 5mm; so I just
trimmed the spacer down
by 3mm to allow the nut
to tighten down, and that
reduced the clearance
between the top cup and
the topmount. It enabled
me to get the lock nut on
properly so the nuts aren’t
going to come loose. If

Excitingnews!Workontheenginerebuildhasbegun.911
guru,BobWatson, is lookingafterthat–henowworksatCanford

Classicsattheirnewpremisesnear
Dorchester. AsI’mwritingthis,he’s
readytoassemblethebottomend.
With ‘S’speccamsfromWebCam,we
hopetogetsomethinglike190bhp.
Shouldbefuninalightweight912!

KEITH SEUME
912/6 EL CHUCHO

Forthefullstoryseep102/103,butfortheshortened
versionreadon.EnginemappingbyAugmentAutomotiveduefor

completionsoon,butotherwiseI’ve
beenstackingupthemilesand
banishingcreaksandrattles.NewO/E
enginemountswaitingtobefitted
too.Oh,anddroveareallygood996
C2theotherday.Thatwasamistake!

STEVE BENNETT
944 LUX

Well,notquitethemassiveleapforwardthatIhadfondly
envisaged,butthefactisthatIdidgetoutsideonthefirstwarm,

dryweekendoftheyear,andmuchto
mysurpriseIdohavethe944’sbrakes
prettymuchbackinaction.Stilla
verylongwaytogo,ofcourse,butI
amhopingthathavingnowstarted
Icankeepthemomentumgoing.

CHRIS HORTON
944, 924S

Thankheavensforthat:therain’sstopped.Thesun’s
poppedout,temperaturesarebecomingclement.Thehood’sdown,

revsaresoaring,speedsarerising–
thefun’sbackinBoxsterdriving. I
usedmyPorschethroughoutour
soggywinter,butonlyintheroleofa
drone,doingdrudgystuff,solet’s
hearitforspring.

BRETT FRASER
986 BOXSTER S

Occupation: Freelance
writer/author
Home town: Norwich, Norfolk
Previous Porsches owned: 1
Car: 964 C2
Year: 1991
Mileage: 315,000 kms
(196,000 miles)
Owned for: 5 years
Mods/options: Cup wheels,
Cup pipe, cat bypass, strut-
brace, Bilstein/Eibach
suspension, RS style rear
spoiler
Contact:
john.tipler@paston.co.uk,
www.johntipler.co.uk

JOHNNY TIPLER
964 C2TROTTERING BY

GENTLY
Blessed with new suspension, The
Peppermint Pig now takes all manner of
surfaces in its stride. Johnny Tipler
observed the new kit being fitted

TheTargahasfinallybeenrelocatedtoitsnewhomein
Guildfordtocommencethemammothtaskofthebackdate.First

thingtodowillbetogetitupon
standsandremovethereartorsion
barsetupforitscoiloverconversion.
ThenextbitofnewsisthatProject
996hasbeensoldandMartinthenew
ownerisgoingtoloveitforyears!

PETER SIMPSON
996 C4/CARRERA 3.4 TARGA
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that sounds a bit odd, I
double-checked and they
are the right dampers for
this car. Apart from that,
the fit on the Bilsteins and
the Eibach springs was
good, the rubber mounts
are sound, and everything
else went straight back on
with no problems at all.’
Chris is optimistic too.
‘These Bilstein dampers
are highly recommended,
and I think the
combination of Eibach
springs with the Bilstein
dampers should be very
good, maybe even better
than what’s just come off.
I think the Bilsteins are
probably a plusher ride.’
True enough.
Another factor

emerged: ‘The only other
issue was that when I
installed the front damper
assemblies I had to undo
all the brake pipes and
feed them behind the

actual shocks, but they all
came apart with no
problem, and then I bled
the front brakes again so
they were all sorted.’
The Pep Pig is running

the 16in D90 wheels and
ContiSports which, at
30mm lower than
standard, make for a more
entertaining drive than the
slightly larger Cup wheels.
There’s slightly better
acceleration with the
smaller wheels, and it
feels a lot niftier on the
twisty bits. But do we
need to take into account
the possibility that the
Cup-and-Falken combo
could be reinstated when
Chris is setting the ride
height and adjusting the
tracking? ‘No, it doesn’t
really matter because our
wheel alignmentmeasures
everything in degrees, so
regardless of wheel size
the alignment will be right.

The only time you
obviously need to consider
it is if you change to bigger
wheels and you run very
low, close to the arches, so
thenwe’dmake sure you’d
got good clearance all
round, but there’s not
much in it between 16 and
17s; the 17s are a very low
profile tyre, but the rolling
radius isn’t going to be
particularly different.’
To get the ride height to

the same setting as
before, Chris measured the
old struts and dampers
and applied the same
measurements to the new
ones bywinding the lock
rings up or down. ‘The
Bilsteins haven’t asmuch
adjustment as the H&R kit,
but they normally set
Bilsteins at the ideal ride
height for the car, because
obviously you can go too
low and then they don’t
handle as well.’

The car thenwent from
the lift to the pit, where
Chris set it on the tracking
apparatus and rejigged the
adjustments to ensure
each corner was perfectly
aligned. It was an instant
reawakening! The
transformation was
almost as dramatic as
when the 911Motorsport-
rebuilt engine was fitted
last year; it was as if the
chassis was suddenly
aroused and decided it
was time for a quickstep.
Sharper, more sensitive,
yet riding the bumpswith
renewed absorbency.
There’s no doubt that the
Bilstein/Eibach
combination works
extremely effectively. An
uplifting feeling, especially
with an outing to Spawith
the 964 brigade in
prospect later this month.
Look out Eau Rouge, here
we come! PW

105

Bilstein/Eibachdampersand
springsexpertly fittedatShawn
TaylorRacing inNorwich. Fitting
straightforwardasyouwould
expect,withonlya spacer
requiring trimmingdownbya few
mmbetween thedamperand the
topmount toensureaperfect fit

Suspension fitted, rideheights
set andalignment sorted. The
result?Well, almostasdramatic
as theengine rebuild according
toTipler, somustbegood

CONTACT
Bilstein:
www.bilstein.direct.co.uk

Eibach:
www.eibach.suspensiondirect.co.uk

ShawnTaylorRacing:
www.str.gb.com
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Tel: 01608 652911 (8.30am - 5pm) www.porscheclubgb.com

* Individual UK Resident’s Membership (plus initial £10 joining fee). 
 Porsche ownership not required!   Prices correct at time of going to press.Membership from £ pa*

The ONLY offi cially recognised Porsche Club in the UK - with 1 ,000 members

Join Us

The Benefits
Flagship Magazine • International, National and Regional Club Events • Registers  
Factory Visits • Motorsport Division (inc. Track Days) • Cars and Parts For Sale 
Technical Support • Member Discounts • Club Shop • Website and Forum

From £600 to 600bhp, whatever you own – we’re here for you

One badge...one Club

SERVICING, REPAIRS & MOTS
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES

DIAGNOSTICS
LATEST FOUR WHEEL

ALIGNMENT TECHNOLOGY
ENGINE & GEARBOX BUILDS

AUTO ELECTRICS
ODOMETER REPAIRS

DEDICATED PAINT & BODY
REPAIR CENTRE

•ROAD
•RACE

•TRACK DAY
•PERFORMANCE

01603 626 668 NORWICH
www.porsche-servicing-norfolk.co.uk
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PLUS:
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PORSCHES INKENYA
USAHOT-ROD911
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A CLASSIC CHOICE
WHY THE PORSCHE 912 IS SUCH A GREAT BUY

PORSCHE PROFILE:

THE AMAZING STORY OF CHASSIS #021

THE PORSCHESHOP
Where passion meets fashion
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MAR/APR ISSUE
ON SALE NOW

Buy online at www.classicporschemag.com

WORKSHOPFACILITIES -
servicing, repairs, diagnostics, inspection
engine & gearbox rebuilds, MOTwork

FULLBODYSHOP&REPAIR
FACILITIES - paintwork, bodystyling &
conversions, restoration, welding,
accident damage repairs, bespoke
modification i.e backdates/updates

NEWANDUSEDPARTS -
any part for any Porsche, from engines
and gearboxes, body panels to
small trim parts

LIGHTWEIGHTCOMPOSITE
PANELS - manufactured in house
panels and styling conversions. All
models from early SWB 911's to 997 RSR
Supplied in fibreglass, Kevlar or carbon
doors, roofs, bonnets. The list is endless

REPLICA962SAVAILABLESOON

3.2 TO 2.8RS

www.clubautosport.co.uk
Porsche Specialists since 1971

Next day delivery or collection

Tel: 01384410879
email: richard@porscha.co.uk or mick@porscha.co.uk

Park Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63 2RA
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F
irst the elephant in
the room: My car
still isn’t fully
finished in terms of

its ECU and other related
work with Augment
Automotive. Nobody’s
fault. The 500-mile trip is a
bit of an issue, combined
with the various train
shenanigans that ensue
when leaving the car

there and returning to
pick it up. Also Augment
are in the process of
moving premises. Once
all that is done we’ll get
it sorted.
Overall the car is

running extremely well,
with just an occasional
‘spike’ in the power
delivery. Tom at Augment
reckons that it’s the ASNU
injectors, which are very
sensitive to voltage drops
as he’s been running a set
of the ASNU injectors on
Augment’s own 944
development car. He’s
sorted a fix in the
mapping and that will be
transferred to my car. It’s
actually conceivable that
we could do this remotely.
We’ve loaded the
Augment software on to a
PC lap top, which plugs
straight into the ECU via a
USB cable under the dash.
I could then load a new
map supplied by Tom, but
there’s the small matter
of fitting Augment’s new

944 camshaft, developed
with Piper cams. Do I want
an extra 25bhp, with no
loss of torque or
driveability? Yes, I think I
do thanks.
I’ve tried it in Augment’s

demo car and it pulls like a
train, and where the 2.5-
litre, 8-valve usually gives
up at around 5500rpm,
this just keeps on going.
The perfect time to fit is
when finalising the
mapping. It should bring
power up to around
180bhp, not bad when we
started with 147bhp or so.
Yes, I know the 944 is
supposed to have 163bhp
as standard, but I’ve never
seen that and nor have
Augment. It seems that
150bhp is about right.
Funnily enough every 2.5-
litre, 8-valve 924S that
I’ve seen on the rollers has
hit 150bhp, so maybe it
wasn’t detuned after all.
Of all the 944s that I’ve
owned, I’ve had three of
them on the rolling road

and have recorded
145bhp, 147bhp and
150bhp. Interesting, that.
So what have I been

doing with the 944? Well,
mainly driving it. In the
eighteen or so months
that I’ve had it I’ve put
nearly 12,000-miles on it,
which isn’t bad going. As
ever, though, there’s
always a long list of ‘to do’
jobs and the big one was
to get the front end
repainted. From a few
steps back it looked fine,
but there was a lot of
stone chipping to the low
front end and the bonnet.
Cowhams, my local
garage in Fressingfield,
Suffolk, did a great job of
matching the paint and it
really does look good now.
Regular readers will

know that I’ve moaned
consistently about my
944’s engine mounts. An
aftermarket pair were
fitted over a year ago, and
while they made a
difference (one of the

mounts that came off
was original), they were
nothing like as good as
the O/E mounts that I
fitted to my first ever 944.
So, I’ve bitten the financial
bullet and bought a pair of
O/E mounts straight from
Porsche at £270. Ouch!
These are the hydraulic
filled jobs, which is
basically the difference
between the real deal and
pattern. Well that’s the
theory anyway. When I get
the old mounts off, I’m
going to cut them in half
and see just what they’re
made of. Solid rubber I
suspect. Anyway, can’t
wait to get the new O/E
mounts fitted.
Less than effective

engine mounts don’t help
the various vibrations that
can develop and agitate
the fixtures and fittings of
any 944. Some come and
go, some need to be
tracked down. A trusty
can of GT85 or WD-40 is a
must and I carry one in the

SHAKE, RATTLE AND HUM
Bennett chases out the rattles and squeaks in his 944

Occupation: Editor, 911 &
Porsche World
Home town: Hoxne, Suffolk
Previous Porsches owned: 7
Car: 944 Lux
Year: 1986
Mileage: 93,500
Owned for: 18 months
Mods/options:Modified ECU,
injection and ignition system
Contact:
porscheworld@chpltd.com
THISMONTH IN BRIEF:
Chasing down the rattles and
squeaks. Replaced hatch pins
and locks and taken the
plunge with O/E mounts

STEVE BENNETT
944 LUX
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Above left: Bennett’s 944 at
Augment Automotive’s
Gloucestershire HQ
Top: New clamps and pins have
really tightened up the rear
hatch and gone a long way to
banishing the creaks and groans.
New engine mounts are the real
deal, so will be interesting to see
how they perform

Below left to right: Toyo Vario
V2+ tyres will be saved now until
next winter. Gummi Pflege Stift
is the stuff you want for reviving
tired rubber seals. Tom Barker at
Augment Automotive checking
the plugs on Bennett’s 944

car at all times. It’s
amazing how a quick
squirt will silence for good
an annoying zizz or buzz.
Apply to anything that
moves in the cabin. Liberal
applications of the stuff
to all the sunroof fittings
and seals banished the
annoying creaking, and
another success was
pulling the gearlever
gaitor apart and again
lubricating the fixings and
the inner rubber boot,
which tends to rub and
squeak against the outer
leather boot. All is
silent now.
That other 944 perenial

problem – the rear hatch –
is another constant
battle. I’ve fixed this now
with new latch pins and
clamps. The clamps came
up brand new on eBay at a
good price, and the pins
from Frazerparts. Fitted
and greased up, they’ve
made a big difference, as
has squirting the outer
frame that holds the huge
glass area in. This can and
does mesh against the
glass. Lastly the rubber
seals benefit from being
lubricated too. I’ve
discovers some stuff
called Gummi Pflege Stift
(!), which is basically a

rubber care product (gets
worse, doesn’t it)
designed to lubricate
(stop sniggering at the
back) rubber seals etc.
Liberal applications of the
stuff revives and ‘plumps
up’ rubber seals for a
better fit.
Lastly, and despite the

fact it’s now spring, I’ve
got some winter tyres
from Toyo. Well actually
they’re all season tyres,
but with the emphasis
very much on their snow
and wet weather ability.
Called the Toyo Vario V2+
they have a directional
tread pattern and saw-

toothed blocks on the
outer edges designed to
bite into snow and ice.
They come in sizes from
135/80/R13 to
205/55/R16 so perfect
for older cars like the 944.
Prices start at a very
reasonable £38 a corner,
so a bit of a bargain too.
While I could use them

all year round, I’m going to
save them specifically for
the winter, and so I’m on
the lookout for a spare set
of teledials to get them
mounted to.
Next month I’ll have the

engine finally finished –
promise! PW

CONTACT
Cowhams Garage:
www.cowhams.co.uk
Augment Automotive:
www.augmentautomotive.co.uk
Toyo Tyres:
www.toyo.co.uk
Gummi Plege Stift
www.amazon.co.uk
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S E R V I C I N G  &  R E P A I R S
New purpose built premises
Factory trained / 15 years dealer experience 
Personal attention / Free advice 
Dealer standards maintained 
Pre-purchase inspection 
Full diagnostic facilities
All models of Porsche

P O R S C H E  S P E C I A L I S T 
An established service in Devizes Wilts

Tel 01380
725444
Mobile 07767 324542    

www.stevebullspecialistcars.co.uk

WE OWN OUR OWN STOCK AND OUR BUILDING
SO OUR OVERHEADS ARE LOWER THAN MOST GARAGES
WE KEEP 25/30 FULLY PREPARED AND WARRANTEED

CARS FOR SALE RIGHT ACROSS THE RANGE
NOBODY BEATS US ON PRICE OR SERVICE

TRY US ONCE AND YOU WILL NOT GO ELSEWHERE
PORSCHES ALWAYS WANTED

www.portiacraft.com
PORSCHE SERVICING - UNBEATABLE RATES
PORSCHE SALES - UNBEATABLE PRICES
HERE AT PORTIACRAFT WE BELIEVE THAT A PORSCHE
CAN BE RUN FOR THE SAME COST AS A HOT HATCH

WITH FULLY TRAINED MECHANICS - WE ONLY DO WHAT NEEDS DOING

OR VISIT WWW.PORTIACRAFT.COM
PHONE: 020 8959 1604 email: sales@portiacraft.com

EST: 1984
West
London
Porsche
Specialists

www.porschembri.co.uk

t:020 8577 9520
m:07956 501 668

e:porschembri@gmail.com

PPoorrsscchhee  FFiixxeedd  PPrriiccee  SSeerrvviicciinngg  MMeennuu..  FFrreeee  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  aanndd  ddeelliivveerryy  wwiitthhiinn  1100  mmiillee  rraaddiiuuss

WWee  pprriiddee  oouurrsseellvveess  oonn  cclleeaarr  aanndd  ttrraannssppaarreenntt  pprriicciinngg,,  aallll  ooff  oouurr  pprriicciinngg  iinncclluuddeess  VVAATT

PPoorrsscchhee  999977  SSeerrvviicciinngg  PPrriicciinngg 33..66 33..88 TTuurrbboo GGTT33
2200,,000000  mmiillee  sseerrvviiccee ££221100..0000 ££221100..0000 ££221100..0000 ££221100..0000
4400,,000000  mmiillee  sseerrvviiccee  iinncc  pplluuggss ££445500..0000 ££447700..0000 ££551100..0000 ££551100..0000
PPoorrsscchhee  999933  SSeerrvviicciinngg  PPrriicciinngg CC22 CC44 CC44SS TTuurrbboo RRSS
1122,,000000  mmiillee  sseerrvviiccee ££227700..0000 ££227700..0000 ££227700..0000 ££333300..0000 ££227700..0000
2244,,000000  mmiillee  sseerrvviiccee  iinncc  pplluuggss ££339900..0000 ££339900..0000 ££339900..0000 ££551100..0000 ££339900..0000
4488,,000000  mmiillee  sseerrvviiccee  iinncc  pplluuggss ££551100..0000 ££551100..0000 ££551100..0000 ££559955..0000 ££559955..0000
PPoorrsscchhee  999966  SSeerrvviicciinngg  PPrriicciinngg 33..44 33..66 33..66  CC44SS TTuurrbboo GGTT33
1122,,000000  mmiillee  sseerrvviiccee ££220000..0000 ££220000..0000 ££220000..0000 ££222255..0000 ££225555..0000
2244,,000000  mmiillee  sseerrvviiccee  iinncc  pplluuggss ££339955..0000 ££339955..0000 ££339955..0000 ££449955..0000 ££445555..0000

OOtthheerr  IItteemmss
AAiirr  ccoonn  sseerrvviiccee ££6600..0000 ££6600..0000 ££6600..0000 ££6600..0000
CCoommpplleettee  cclluuttcchh ££881100..0000 ££995500..0000 ££22000000..0000 ££11227755..0000

FFoorr  BBrraakkeess  CCaallll
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Telephone: 01296 714856
Workshop email: service@promaxmotorsport.com

Parts email: parts@promaxmotorsport.com
Website: www.promaxmotorsport.com

ProMAX Motorsport 
The Warehouse 
Sunnyhill Farm 
Little Horwood Road 
Great Horwood 
Bucks 
MK17 0NZ 

After Market Tuning Parts 
All Porsche Parts Supplied 
Comprehensive Service Facilities 
Engine Rebuilds for 911, 928, 944, 968 
Cayenne, Cayman, Boxster & 996/997 
Geometry & Tracking 
Guaranteed Power Packages 
Performance Upgrades 
Race & Track Car Preparation 
A/C Repairs and Gas Replenishment 
Wheel & Tyre Supply and Fitting 
Wheel Refurbishment 
Bilstein & KW Suspension Kits 

Telephone: 01296 714856
Workshop email: service@promaxmotorsport.com

Parts email: parts@promaxmotorsport.com
Website: www.promaxmotorsport.com

Please visit us at
www.promaxmotorsport.com

or Tel: 01296 714856

Professional Service, Maximum Performance

AUTOSTRASSE
Do you suffer from these?

Expensive bills
Mediocre workmanship

CALL NOW TO ELIMINATE THESE PROBLEMS
Tel: 01376 562922 Fax: 01376 562916

UNIT 31, PRIORS WAY, COGGESHALL INDUSTRIAL PARK,
COGGESHALL, ESSEX CO6 1TW

INDEPENDENT PORSCHE ENGINEERS

RS-911
Porsche Specialist
Mid Wales
Tel : 01686 440 323
Roselea, Llangurig, Llanidloes, Powys SY18 6QJ
Specialising in all aspects of high quality
Bodywork Restoration, Welding & Fabrication
Work carried out on all models
Insurance work, Early 911's for sale & restoration
Replicas built to order, to any stage at realistic prices
Check out our new web site
www.rs911.com
Email: mark@rs911.com
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E-MAIL US AT PORSCHEMAN1956@YAHOO.CO.UK,
ANDWE’LL PASS THEMONTOOUR RESIDENT EXPERTS TOANSWER

PORSCHE PROBLEMS?

OLLIEPRESTON
RPMTechnik

Welcome to 911 & Porsche World’s Q&A pages, edited and assembled by the
magazine’s technical man and incorrigible do-it-yourselfer, Chris Horton (right).
It’s much the same format as you would expect – you ask, and our experts
answer – but we have recently added more detail (including part numbers and
typical costs, and also contact phone numbers and websites where relevant),
and not least as many illustrations as we can squeeze in. Please note that all
prices quoted were to the best of our knowledge correct – for the UK market
– at the time of writing, and for the sake of consistency generally exclude VAT,
unless otherwise stated. We naturally do our very best to make sure that the
information given is both accurate and useful, but unfortunately we can
accept no responsibility for any effects arising from it.

CHRISHORTON
911 & Porsche World

PAULSTACEY
NorthwayPorsche

PETERTOGNOLA
TognolaEngineering

PERSCHROEDER
Stoddard ImportedCars

MEETTHETEAM

THE NUMBER OF THE BEAST – BUT THEN PROBABLY NOT...

About 10 years ago I bought an impact-
bumper 911 Carrera 2.7, supposedly a
1976-model ‘S’. It was then restored, and
turned into something of an RSR replica.
I now wish to sell the vehicle. I see from the

documentation that the chassis number
consists of only nine digits, but according to
all the sources on the Internet that I have
so far checked the number for this vehicle
should, in fact, contain 10 digits. The only
number sequence that I can find on the car
itself is stamped into the body, next to the
fuel tank, and has then been painted over.
I can see only nine digits in that, as well.
That number itself is 911600503, and the

engine number 6362533. If you could give me
any advice or information regarding the car
I would greatly appreciate it. Is there any other
way of identifying it as a standard 911 or
911S? Are there any structural differences
between the two? How do you find out if it is
a so-called ‘matching numbers’ car?
Billy Hall, South Africa

Chris Horton, 911 & Porsche World:
Having some years agowritten a five-part
guide to chassis numbers and VINs for Porsche
Club GB’s Porsche Postmagazine, I confidently
expected to be able to answer this in amatter
of moments. Having refreshedmymemory by
looking through all of those features, though,
I quickly realised that – as you suggest – if the
sequence starts with the figure ‘9’, then it
should, by rights, contain a total of 10 digits.
This, and the photo you subsequently

sentme (sadly, only just about clear enough
to reproduce here) suggest tome that, for
reasons about which we can only speculate,
someone has tamperedwith the sequence in

order to conceal the car’s true identity. There
are some rather odd-looking ‘stretch’ marks
in themetal around the final three digits,
for instance, as well as some very uneven
spacing between the characters, and I believe
that in cars of this age there should have been
an asterisk-style symbol at each end of the
identifier in order to prevent the addition of
any spurious characters.
The only vaguely verifiable piece of

information is the engine number you quote,
which if the original unit for the car (and
obviously there is noway of knowing for sure)
suggests it to be a type 911/81 unit, with a
915/49 gearbox. This according to Peter
Morgan’sOriginal Porsche 911, by theway,
published some years ago by Bay View Books.
None of this is going to be of verymuch help

or comfort to you now, of course, and for that
I can only sympathise, but it does underline
the need to approach the purchase of older
Porsches – and older 911s, in particular – with
an almost forensic attention to their alleged
provenance and specification. And, for anyone
else subsequently seeking verification of their
vehicle’s identity, the need to provide uswith
asmuch information as possible.

Stretch marks in metal, and insufficient characters,
suggest this ‘1976’ chassis number to be a fake

RIGHT TOOLS, RIGHT BOOK
I am a firm believer in having exactly the right tools
and technical information for any car I own or work
on. The former have become ever easier and arguably
ever cheaper to buy, even when it comes to the
so-called ‘specials’ that many years ago were the
preserve of main dealers or the then relatively few
independents. The latter, though, has paradoxically
become harder to obtain, as vehicles have become
increasingly sophisticated, and the manufacturers
seemingly more guarded about what they release.
The Internet, then? Don’t make me laugh…

Great to see, then, that American publisher
Robert Bentley has released this new Service Manual
(below) for the 993-model 911 Carrera, in the same
format as its existing 911SC and Carrera 3.2 volumes.
The book’s highly impressive statistics speak for
themselves: 946 pages, 1523 photographs and
illustrations, and an on-line price direct from Bentley
itself of US $219.95. I am hoping eventually to have
sight of one myself (and I know from the BMW E39
manual I bought from Bentley a few years ago how
extraordinarily good it is likely to be), but in the
meantime you can find more information at
www.bentleypublishers.com – and bear in mind that,
armed with its so-called ISBN, you should, in theory,
be able to order one from any good local bookshop.
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Q&A

SPEAK UP AT THE BACK THERE! AND THE FRONT, TOO, FOR THATMATTER

A little while ago I promised that, having made
use of your excellent Q&A service several
times over the last year or so, I would repay
the favour by explaining how I fitted some
after-market loudspeakers to my GT3-look
996-model Carrera. Well, here goes!
Having got fed up with what I considered to

be the very basic sound from my stereo – a
previously upgraded after-market Kenwood
head unit, fitted before I bought the car – I
decided to hunt around the forums and the
Internet to see what my options might be.
A local car-audio specialist – who is very

knowledgeable – kindly offered to install a
purpose-built housing and subwoofers, new
loudspeakers and an amplifier, but wanted in
the region of £800 plus for the job. I don’t use
the car every day, though, and that seemed
like an awful lot of money that could be
better spent on something more urgent.
(Like the engine’s IMS bearing, which in the
end is exactly what it did get spent on!)
Eventually I stumbled across the on-line

shop run by independent Porsche specialist
JMG in Bournemouth (www.jmgshop.com), and
found that they were offering a conversion kit
for the factory-fitted speakers in both 996s
and 986s. Why a ‘conversion’ kit? Because,
for some reason best known to itself, Porsche

elected not to use the industry-standard
100mm-diameter four-hole speakers. Instead
it employed not only some pretty average-
quality loudspeakers (disappointing in such a
prestigious car, to say the least) but also a
unique and certainly rather bizarre three-hole
fixing arrangement.
The JMG kit is offered with the option to

buy the recommended Alpine loudspeakers,
which is the route I subsequently took.
Other people suggested Focal speakers, but
I stuck with the Alpines because these have
been tried and tested by the supplier. Total
cost, for kit and speakers, was £171.05.
The kit arrived just a week after ordering,

complete with two sets of speakers and two
sets of conversion kits with a Torx key, to
allow me to tackle both the front and rear
speakers. Fitting was remarkably simple, and
all completed within about 90 minutes. I am
a pretty keen DIYer, and in my youth tackled
all sorts of car-audio jobs for both myself and
my friends, so this was something of a
back-to-the-future moment for me.
The result is excellent. Perhaps still not up

to full audiophile quality, and arguably lacking
the sort of booming bass sound that even my
daily runabout Seat Ibiza can offer, but
beyond doubt a vast improvement over the

rather lacklustre original equipment.
On my first trip out I realised that the sound

level and quality must be much improved,
because I noticed that I couldn’t hear my new
Dansk sports exhaust growling away as I
accelerated from a junction. (All well within
legal limits of course!)
The accompanying photographs should give

your readers a fairly good idea of what is
involved, I hope. All I can say by way of a
conclusion is that the job was immensely
satisfying to do, and the results more than
justify the modest cost. And full marks to
JMG, of course, whose website is a veritable
treasure trove of indispensable parts, tools,
upgrades and all manner of other goodies for
we Porsche enthusiasts.
Graham Loncaster, Yorkshire

Accessing the loudspeakers in the 996 and 986 is
easy enough, although those on the fascia have
their retaining screws awkwardly close to the
windscreen. Don’t let the wires fall into the cavity
(below), warns Graham Loncaster. Old and new
speakers are quite different, but the JMG adaptor
ring and wiring connector (second row, middle two
photos) allow for relatively easy installation of the
replacement speaker on the original Porsche grille;
full instructions are provided, in any case. Key is
carefully to cut the corners off the new speakers’
mounting lugs (middle row, below). It’s probably a
good idea to check that all new units are working
properly before you finally refit the grilles
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Q&A

ANEASY ANSWER FOR A BOXSTERMISFIRE?

My 986-model Boxster ‘S’ has started
occasionally to misfire, particularly when I am
accelerating hard and/or climbing even a
modest hill on the motorway. I know that
these cars can have quite serious engine
problems, but so far mine is behaving
perfectly normally in every other respect.
Your suggestions would be much appreciated
JohnMitchell, Cumbria

Chris Horton, 911 & Porsche World:
The most likely cause of this relatively
common problem – which can affect all of
these modern water-cooled cars, as well as
the Cayenne – is simply one or more of the six
individual ignition coils (or coil packs, as they
are also known) beginning to break down.
These coils, which look like miniature

transformers, are bolted to the outside of the
camshaft covers, directly over the spark plugs,
and are thus close to much of the water and
dirt thrown up from the road surface by the
wheels. (The rear-engined 911 has a pressed-
steel shield over each set of three coils, but in
the Boxster they are unprotected.) Eventually
their plastic coating begins to crack and peel
off, the inner cores corrode and delaminate,
and they can no longer reliably generate the
very high voltage needed to fire the plugs,
especially when the engine is under load.
Coil packs are fairly easy to change – see

the how-to story in the March 2011 issue for
details – but unless you are a reasonably
experienced DIY mechanic we would suggest
that you leave it to a Porsche Centre or,

perhaps more likely in the case of an older
vehicle such as this, an independent specialist.
The latter should charge no more than around
£50 all in to change a single faulty coil (which
itself retails for around £36 a time from Euro
Car Parts; go to www.eurocarparts.com), but it
should be slightly cheaper, pro rata, to have all
six (and possibly the spark plugs, too) changed
at the same time. And obviously that should
also avoid the likelihood of a second or even
third unit failing soon afterwards.
See also the how-to story in the April 2014

issue of 911 & Porsche World. That describes
the engine health-check programme devised

by RPM Technik in Long Marston, Hertfordshire
(www.rpmtechnik.co.uk). For what I think is an
attractively low £99 plus VAT this offers a full
endoscopic inspection of the engine’s cylinder
bores, and while that may not be strictly
essential in your case, it is always useful to
knowwhat might be going on inside. Crucially,
though, gaining access to the cylinders entails
removing both the coils and the spark plugs,
and if any are found to be faulty these can be
replaced at the same time for no additional
labour cost. You also get a compression check,
and a full read-out of any fault codes that may
be stored within the car’s memory.

GT3 UNDER-BODY CORROSION: AN UNSEENMENACE HALTED IN ITS TRACKS

One of the many pleasures of the job I do,
writes Chris Horton, is the chance to mooch
around various independent specialists’
workshops, and to see Porsches of all kinds
being serviced, repaired, modified and
improved. And then, of course, to pass on
some of the resulting knowledge to you,
911 & Porsche World readers.
Here, then, is what should be a salutary

lesson for 996-model 911 GT3 owners. I am
not going to say where these photos were
taken, because the owner would almost
certainly prefer his car’s potential
deterioration to remain private – although
the fact is that thanks to said specialist’s
attention to detail that deterioration should
now have been halted in its tracks.
Suffice it to say that what was an

outwardly very tidy-looking vehicle was on
the lift looking more than a little deshabillée.
Wheels off, front struts completely off,
side-skirts off, and beneath it – suitably
protected by goggles, facemask, and one of
those head-to-toe white paper coveralls
favoured by paint sprayers – a technician

wielding a fierce-looking rotary wire brush.
Closer inspection, when the dust had finally

settled, revealed why. The car – a now roughly
10-year-old Club Sport, and thus devoid of any
significant quantity of necessarily heavy
under-body protection – was in places quite
markedly rusty, and the owner was sensibly
investing in some left-field, outside-the-box
preventive maintenance. Particularly worrying
were the scratch marks on the inner face of
each sill-cover mounting flange – caused by
the spring-steel securing clips biting into first
the paint, and then the underlying metal.
I wasn’t able to hang around long enough

to see the finished article, as it were, and
there is no denying that it would have been
better still to have had the work done years
ago (if not at the Porsche factory…). But
equally I have no doubt that thanks to the
liberal application of some suitably high-tech
under-body wax – a process to be repeated
each time the car is serviced, one hopes – it
now stands a far greater chance of becoming
the Carrera 2.7 RS of the 2040s than might
otherwise have been the case.

‘Galvanised’ your GT3may be (although it’s more
like a bath of hot, liquid zinc), but an absence of the
heavy under-body protection found onmainstream
models means that corrosion is always waiting for
a chance to strike. Act now, before it’s too late

M96/97 owners are justifiably apt to be twitchy about any change in their engines’ behaviour, but misfiring
under load is most likely to be due to nothing more than faulty coil packs: one per cylinder. Easy enough to
replace, and not overly expensive, either – but maybe have a plug change and health check at the same time?
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MODEL SHOWN CIG1220 (20'x12'3")

ZIP CLOSE DOOR

Great for temporary 
or permanent use as 
a garage or workshop 
for vehicles, boats & 
general storage etc. 

LENGTH UP TO 24'
*Was £335.98 Inc VAT #Was £406.80 Inc VAT

3 EASY
WAYS TO 

BUY...

IN-STORE
64 SUPERSTORES

Call 0844 880 1250 to fi nd your nearest storeCall 0844 880 1250 to fi nd your nearest store

ONLINE
machinemart.co.uk

MODEL SIZE (LxWxH) EX VAT INC VAT
CIG1216* 4.9x3.7x2.6M £269.00 £322.80
CIG1220# 6.1x3.7x2.5M £329.00 £394.80
CIG1224 7.3x3.7x2.5M £399.00 £478.80

HEAVY DUTY INSTANT GARAGES
UP TO 24' (7.3M) LONG

21744

IDEAL ALL-WEATHER 
PROTECTION

Extra tough, triple layer waterproof cover Heavy duty 
powder coated steel tubing Ratchet tight tensioning 

Stable protection in all weathers

EXC.VAT
£322.80

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£269.00

MAIL ORDER
0844 880 1250

21744

CLICK & 
COLLECT

0844 880 12500844 880 1250

CLICK & CLICK & CLICK & 
COLLECTCOLLECT

NEW
Maximum call charges to 0844 numbers from a BT landline is 5p/min. Prices correct at time of print. E&OE. 

Calls may be recorded for training purposes’ 

Available via Apple Newsstand,
iTunes, Google Play for Android market
or www.pocketmags.com
Latest Issue & Back Issues just £2.99 each
Subscribe for one year or six months
Download to your iPad, iPhone, Android
device, Mac, PC or Kindle Fire

A digital subscription to 911 & Porsche World is the perfect way to treat yourself!

6 ISSUES 12 ISSUES

UK £14.99 £28.99
US $20.99 $40.99
EUROPE €16.99 €32.99
AUSTRALIA $21.99 $42.99

DOWNLOAD NOW
911& PORSCHE WORLD APPNOW AVAILABLE

FREE
SAMPLE ISSUE!

CALL +44 (0)20 8655 6400
OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT

911PORSCHEWORLD.COM

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE!
PAYJUST£4.00*PER ISSUE INSTEAD
OFTHE£4.60NEWSSTANDPRICE
GUARANTEE YOUR COPY OF 911 & PORSCHE WORLD, DELIVERED DIRECT FROM
THE PRINTER TO YOUR DOOR – BEFORE THE OFFICIAL ON-SALE DATE!**

*BASED ON UK ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION
**UK ONLY

SIX ISSUES 12 ISSUES

UK £26.00 £48.00
EUROPE £36.00 £67.00
REST OF WORLD £46.00 £85.00
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DRIVE ABETTER DEALwithPerformanceDirect

Last year thousands of motorists
swapped their insurance to

Performance Direct.

Want to find out why?

Don't just renew your insurance –
save money and experience the

difference with Performance Direct.

0844 573 3543
www.performancedirect.co.uk

Policy Options Include:*

Multi-car policies

Classic Cars

Limited mileage discounts

Car Club discounts

Agreed values

Knowledgeable UK staff

Open 7 days a week

*Subject to underwriting criteria

Performance Direct is a trading name of Grove & Dean Ltd, an independent intermediary who are authorised
and regulated by the Financial Services Authority (FSA). For your security calls may be recorded.

I N S U R A N C E
PORSCHE

116POR242:AI Template  20/3/14  16:56  Page 116



INCORPORATING TRIED & TESTED

ADVERTISE YOUR PORSCHE FOR FREE - ON THE PAGE AND ONLINE at  www.911porscheworld.com

www.911porscheworld.com 117911 & PORSCHE WORLD

911 (997 GEN 2) CARRERA 3.8S PDK
2009/09, 35,000 miles, immaculate
condition, Aqua Blue, Ocean leather,
paddle shift, PCM2, Bose, Bluetooth,
USB/IOS, heated seats, Xenon LED
lights, FOPCSH, tax/MoT April ‘14,
£36,995. Tel: 01789 751207. Email:
mailboxjka@ gmail.com (Warks).
P0514/027

www.KARMANN KONNECTION.com
Porsche 356 & Early 911 Specialists

Great selection of Cars and a
huge selection of O.E. and Top Quality

parts for all 356’s and 911’s 65-73.

Everything needed to Restore &
Maintain an early Porsche.

Please call or see website for
more details, price lists & catalogues.

01702 601155
info@karmannkonnection.com

PORSCHE CLASSIFIEDS 

911

Parts specialists for 911
01706 824 053

356

Parts specialists for 356
01706 824 053

1965 356C COUPE, 71,000 miles,
3 owner car, interior blk vinyl,
engine complete tune-up, racing
cam, electric ign, dual master
brakes, Porsche gearshifter,
headrests, chrome kick plates,
complete rust proofing, tyres
(approx) 2 years old, new battery,
rebuilt fuel pump, Porsche valve
stems, oil temp and pressure
gauges, small Leitz rack on rear
deck, does not burn oil nor smoke,
4x911 Fuchs rims, frontal bra with
‘P’ logo, #s match all round, owned
some 38 years, only one driver – me!
In a/c garage, car goes, $60,000.
Tel: 561 306 0923. Email:
garyr356@aol.com (USA).
P0514/026

911 (993) TURBO 4WD with
factory GT2 kit, 91K mileage,
leather carbon hardback Sports, it
has full Porsche documented
service history, GT2 front and rear
spoilers, e/w, e/m, e/sunroof, air
conditioning, 4 owners, 12 months’
MoT, any inspection welcome,
£41,995. Tel: 07966 454645.  Email:
kamgills@hotmail.com (West
Yorkshire). P0514/007

1999 911 C4 996 TIP S
CABRIOLET, Ocean Blue metallic,
53,000 miles, 18” split rims, new
tyres, recent service, Cat D, £9995.
Tel: 07513 570757. Email:
aurouge730@gmail.com
(Shropshire). P0514/015

997 TURBO, auto, 19K miles, just
serviced, 111 point Porsche check,
full Porsche service history, very
high spec, cost 110K new!! Black
leather interior, £51,000. Tel: 07976
712066 (Cheshire). P0514/019

964 CARRERA 4, 1989, 91K, 12
months’ MoT, Linen Silver, recently
serviced, lots of history, looks and
drives great, £11,500. Tel: 07977
282457 (Northants). P0514/025

Only a fraction of our cars reach our website, so please call or email Richard or
Adrian for all the latest news

Established 1991. Over 4000 vehicles supplied. We value our reputation.

Can we help?

Sell your Porsche direct to us, or let us find a new home via our successful 
Prestige Brokerage Service:

• Secure, private, effective, we do the hard work.
• Worldwide reputation, contacts and shipping.
• Established business.
• We travel anywhere.

We are seeking all types of classic Porsche, from 356, through to 993, from
projects to perfect, road and competition. Simply call Adrian or Richard we will
offer our best advice and let us find a loving home for your Porsche!

Looking for a Porsche? We stock a wide variety, have many more available to us
from Worldwide contacts and offer a bespoke sourcing service, restoration and
personalisation for clients Worldwide.

www.williamscrawford.co.uk
01752 840307

info@williamscrawford.co.uk
07768 555855
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The second generation of Porsche’s game-changing Boxster
saw the 550 Spyder inspired, mid-engined roadster maturing
nicely. With spring upon us, it’s the perfect sports car

987 BOXSTER Gen 1

Words: Steve Bennett Photography: Michael Ward

BUYERS’ GUIDE

T
hecar that saved the
company? How many
times have we heard
that said about a new
Porsche model? In the

case of the Boxster, introduced
in 1996, it was true enough.
Inspired by the legendary 550
Spyder, the Boxster introduced
water-cooling and new
production techniques, that
allowed Porsche to compete
competitively in the modern
world. The Boxster was also the
first taste of the brave new
world of the 911, sharing, as it

did, much of the 911’s front end
and a downsized version of the
911’s new water-cooled engine.
The first generation cars –

known by the factory code 986 –
were powered by a new water-
cooled flat-six, producing
204bhp. Clearly more power
could be accommodated and in
2000 the basic Boxster got a
capacity increase to 2.7-litres
and 217bhp, while a 249bhp
Boxster ‘S” was also added to
the line-up.
The Boxster was a huge

success. No other manufacturer

had a car that could compete. It
really was the junior mid-engined
supercar. No surprise, then, that
a new model arrived in 2004 at
the Paris Motor Show. Model
designation 987, like the 986
Boxster it shared many parts
with the new 997 model 911. To
the casual observer, the new
Boxster looked little different to
its predecessor, but there were
many differences. Like the new
911 it was ‘beefed up.’ The wheel
arches were more pronounced,
the front end more aggressive
and clearly inspired by the

Carrera GT, Porsche’s range-
topping supercar of the day.
Most welcome for many was the
new headlamp unit design, which
did away with the often derided
‘fried egg’ design for a simple
ovaloid shape. The side scoops
were rather more pronounced
too, while the interior was on
another level. Indeed build
quality overall moved up a notch
with the new Boxster.
Assembled at the Valmet

factory in Finland, the 987 line-up
began with the 236bhp 2.7-litre
Boxster (pictured), and 276bhp

SPECIFICATION
BOXSTER 987 3.2 S
Engine: ..................Six-cylinder, 24-valve
Max power: ..........276bhp @ 6200rpm
Max torque: ..........236lbs/ft @ 4700-6000rpm
Transmission: ......Six-speed manual/Five-speed

Tiptronic
Weight: ..................1345kg
0-62mph: ..............6.2 secs
Top speed: ............166mph
Price when new:..£38,720
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Boxster S. Neither spec lasted
for long. In 2007 the basic
Boxster received a power boost
of just 6bhp, while the ‘S’ gained
a 3.4-litre engine and an extra
15bhp. The base Boxster made
do with a five-speed manual,
while the ‘S’ got six-speeds and
both could be specced with a 5-
speed Tiptronic. A Gen 2 model
arrived in 2009, but we’ll
concentrate on the Gen 1 cars.

WHAT TO WATCH OUT
FOR: ENGINE
Engine, engine, engine. Much has
been written about Porsche’s
water-cooled engine issues, and
much of it by us here at 911&PW.
The 987 Boxster uses the M97
water-cooled engine, which is
certainly a more reliable unit
than the earlier M96 engine. For
the full lowdown on both we
would point you in the direction
of our 10-page feature in the
October 2011 issue of 911&PW
(available as a back issue or
electronically from
www.911porscheworld.com).
Problems in the main seem to

relate to IMS bearings, although
many by now will have been
sorted by a variety of upgraded
bearings on the market. Porsche
moved to a larger diameter IMS
bearing for the 2006 model year,
which helped matters. Tell tale
sign is oil drips between the
engine and the gearbox and a
popular time to get the IMS
bearing upgraded is when having
the clutch replaced. Worst case
scenario is the failure of the
intermediate shaft, due to total
bearing failure. Result? One
wrecked engine. For peace of
mind, then, look to see if the IMS

bearing has been replaced, or
budget to do it.
The M97 cars also suffer from

scored bores. Again, for peace of
mind, get the car you’re looking
at buying checked over by a
Porsche independent.
Engine problems tend to be

random in terms of useage and
mileage, but there’s no doubt
that some cars have been
abused, and that doesn’t help.
Such cars tend to be scruffy and
neglected and so easy to spot.
Look for impeccable service
histories and a cast iron warranty
if you’re buyimg from a dealer.
If the worst does happen,

there are specialists out there
that can help, most notably
Bolton based Hartech, who have
a production line running
repairing these engines.

Oh, and what about the
gearbox? Well you’ll be pleased
to hear that there are no
particular problems transmission
wise, although being the purists
that we are we would, of course,
go manual. Clutches usually last
up to 80,000-miles, more if you’re
really light on it, or don’t do too
much town work.

SUSPENSION,
STEERING, BRAKES
After the engine woes, you’ll be
delighted to hear that there are
no big problems with the rest of
the running gear. The suspension
itself is conventional MacPherson
strut at the front and multi-
linked at the rear.
The suspension arms are in

lightweight, cast aluminium and
help combine handling with an
almost exquisite poise that
makes the Boxster an incredibly

involving drive.
The arrival of the 987 Boxster

marked the start of a more
electronic age for Porsche. Most
cars on the market come with
fairly simple passive suspension,
but you will also encounter cars
with Porsche’s PASM (Porsche
Active Suspension Management)
set up. It’s a desirable option and
works wonders to combine ride
comfort with roll free handling,
although the jury is out as to
how long the PASM damper units
last for and they’re not cheap
to replace.
Aside from the usual wear

and tear of replacing dampers
and bushes, the lower
suspension arms (or coffin arms
as they’re known, for obvious
visual reasons), do wear out.
Listen out for various creaking
noises. Replacements are easily
available from any of the
main Porsche parts suppliers.

BODY, INTERIOR AND
ELECTRICS
Rust has yet to be a problem on
Boxsters, but only time will tell
as to whether it will rear its oxide
head. Not strictly bodywork, but
situated at the front of the car,

WHAT TO PAY
There are a few 987 Boxsters out there at around £10,000, but they’re
likely to be leggy private sales and 2.7s with a very basic spec. Have a
good dig around though, because you might strike lucky. There’s no
shortage of cars on the market and prices are always negotiable, so if
your budget is £10k and no more, then you should also be looking at
cars up to £12,000 with a view to making an offer. On the right day,
you’ll get the deal you’re after.
In the main, though, prices are between £13,000-£15,000, with the

3.2 and 3.4S making the running. Most cars will come with a raft of
options generously specced by the original buyer. Thanks be to
Porsche’s expansive and expensive options list we say.
Take your time and the right car will come along. Go private if you’re

feeling brave, but otherwise take comfort in a dealer purchase.

USEFUL CONTACTS
Carparts911
www.carparts911.co.uk
O/E and good quality pattern parts at great prices

Porscheshop
www.porscheshop.com
A great range of O/E and quality pattern parts, plus good value 996
tuning parts under Porschehop’s EuroCupGT range

PorschApart
www.porsch-apart.co.uk
New and second hand parts

Design 911
www.design911.co.uk
Servicing and tuning parts from a comprehensive stock list, plus Design
911’s own Designtek tuning parts range

Hartech
www.hartech.org
Boxster engine rebuilds, trouble shooting and future proofing a
speciality. Prices start from £2200, so not quite such a disaster!
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the cooling and air-conditioning
radiators sit low down and at
either side of the front air dam.
Both are open to the elements
and prone to damage from
stones and accumulated muck
and grime, which collects in the
corners and rots the radiators
out. Don’t be surprised to have
to use this as a bargaining tool.
Obviously the hood is a major
consideration on any Boxster.
Check the operation as it folds
up and down very carefully. It’s
complex and relies on a number
of micro switches. The canvas
itself is double lined and of very
high quality. It’s resonable to
assume that most will have been
garaged, but at some point it will
need replacing. Just try and
make sure that it’s not required
on your watch or, if it’s the car
for you, but has a threadbare
roof, negotiate its price into the
deal. A new hood from Porsche

costs around £1500.
Independents like Jasmine-
Porschelink can supply and fit a
good quality aftermarket hood
for around £850.
The 987 Boxster’s interior was

a step up from the 986 Boxster,
with good quality textured
plastics and plenty of leather
options if specced accordingly.
Base 2.7 cars will probably

have equally basic interiors,
whereas original buyers will
probably have splashed the cash
for interior options on an ‘S.’
Leather covered dash tops and
door cards are desirable, as is sat
nav and the Bose sound system
upgrade. That said, the Porsche
sat nav system of the time was
never one of the best around
(we know this from experience),
so don’t worry if your desired
car has everything you want
except navigation. A TomTom
will do a better job.

SUSPENSION,
STEERING, BRAKES
In a word: ‘Sublime.’ On paper the
Boxster has all the prerequisites
for the perfect driving
experience. Not only is it mid-
engined for perfect weight
distribution, but that mid-
mounted engine is also a flat-six,
so the weight is kept very low in
the chassis.
That perfect, on paper set-up

translates onto the road. Quite
simply the Boxster is one of the
best handling cars money can
buy. Not only that but it rewards
with a driving experience that’s
all inclusive. The steering is full
of feel, the gearbox is just a joy
to use and the relationship
between the gearbox, clutch
and and throttle is one of
well-honed and weighted
communication.
You won’t feel short-changed
with a 2.7 Boxster, but you will
have to work it hard. A 3.2 or a
3.4 S is the ultimate in terms
of performance and a very
satisfying torque curve.
The suspension is sensibly
damped, whether passive or
PASM, and avoid oversized
wheels and tyres because they
will just undo all the good work
that Porsche’s engineers
have done.
And all this for potentially

under £10,000. A bargain if ever
there was one. PW
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IN THE CLASSIFIEDS
2005 BOXSTER S
60,200 miles
Basalt Black
Black leather interior
FSH
www.bellandcolville.com
£13,995

2005 BOXSTER 2.7
64,000 miles
Ocean Blue
Dark blue leather interior
FSH
Private sale
£11,995

2005 BOXSTER S
42,256 miles
Arctic Silver
Grey leather interior/sports seats
FSH
www.paragongb.com
£17,995

‘I BOUGHT ONE’ RUSSELL BROWN
991111&&PPWW rreeaaddeerr,,  RRuusssseellll  BBrroowwnn,,
llooookkeedd  aatt  mmaannyy  BBooxxsstteerrss  bbeeffoorree  hhee
ffoouunndd  tthhee  ccaarr  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaanntteedd..
“I was looking at buying privately in
order to get the best possible deal,
but I just couldn’t find a good
example for whatever reason. I’m a
bit of a tyre fetishist. Don’t laugh!
What I mean is that it’s always a good
indicator of a car that’s been looked
after and an owner who understands
what makes a Porsche tick. So many
cars that I looked at didn’t have
proper N rated tyres fitted and, of
course, they were brands that I’d
never heard of. Digging further, and
almost without exception, there
would be gaps in the service history,
or work would have been carried out
by a non-specialist garage. In every
case I walked away. Bottom line,
there’s a lot of cars out there which
are not owned by Porsche
enthusiasts and suffering because 
of this.
I have nothing against buying from

a dealer, but a bit of me wanted to
beat them at their own game and not
pay the premium, even if it meant
running the risk of flying solo without
a warranty. I was prepared to trust
my instincts for the right car.
Eventually it turned up on my
doorstep. It was a car that I’d seen
around locally and, without being
rude, it was owned by an elderly gent,
who clearly enjoyed driving it, but not
thrashing it. Perfect. 
It was (and still is) a 3.2 S, with

25,000-miles on the clock, and I paid
£17,000 for it. Naturally it had N rated
tyres! It also had a full OPC service
history and had had the IMS bearing
upgrade which, of course, gave me
peace of mind. It was immaculate
and, since I bought it, I’ve put a
further 10,000 miles on it, with no
issues save for a micro switch
operating the hood failing.
Best bits? It’s just so good to drive.

The handling is perfect and it’s plenty
fast enough, and it’s remarkably
practical too. A proper Porsche in
every sense.

WHAT THE PRESS SAID
The Boxster has ground-covering ability not so far off that of a 997-
model Carrera. The question is, how much more evolving can the
Boxster do before it finally becomes a 911?
911 & Porsche World, Dec 2004

The Boxster wins group tests for the same reasons the 911 does, for
its brilliantly honed dynamics and feel, finely judged ride and
handling compromise, and its reassuring integrity.
EVO, Jan 2005

If you liked the old Boxster, you’ll love the new one. It’s still the same
car at heart, but now it’s quicker, fitter and sharper. That scalp-
tingling yowl from that little flat six could only be Porsche. It may
have only made small steps in each area of endeavour, but they’re all
in the right direction and amount to a substantial leap forward. 
Autocar, Nov 2004

PARTS PRICES 
(Prices supplied by www.grouptyre.co.uk
and www.carparts911.co.uk)
Tyres (each) £145.00 front, £177.00 

rear (Continental)
Front pads (set): £107.00
Front discs (pair): £113.60
Ignition coil (each): £27.60
Ignition lead set: £74.70
Exhaust system: Rear L&R Silencer, £622
Dampers:
Front damper: £226.28
Rear damper: £222.00
Clutch: £312.00

SERVICING
(Prices supplied by: Northway Porsche
www.northwayporscheltd.co.uk)
12,000-mile service: £175.00
24,000-mile: £285
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WWW.GERMANSPORTSCARS.NET

Porsche 993 RS / GT, "THE SHK BLACK SNAKE", one off lap
record car !!!

Porsche 964 RS/L, Grand Prix White, 23 mls / 35 KM only

WE BUY LHD PORSCHE
964 RS & RS CS, 964 TURBO 3.6, 964 TURBO S, 993 RS & RS CS, 

993 CUP, 993 TURBO, 993 GT 2

PORSCHE 911 C2 PDK, June 2009,
Sport Chrono, sat nav, heated
seats, 19” alloy wheels, mileage
1100 (eleven hundred miles),
Meteor Grey, warranty and MoT
until May 2014, £48,000. Tel: 07860
350985. Email:
andrew.m.knight@btinternet.com
(Staffs). P0214/027

MOTORFARM
964 Coupe rolling shell, RHD  £2500

Mitsubishi Evo 6 Tommi Makinen, 49K miles, FSH, Silver  £9950

PARTS
997 C4s Manual 3.8. Complete running car, all parts available

BBS RS 18” wheels & tyres (P.Zero) 8” & 10”
2 x early 911 tool rolls

CARS WANTED, any condition, aborted restorations

T: 01462 815 654   M: 07971 856 755

911S 2.4 1973 SPORTOMATIC
SUNROOF COUPE LHD, in light
yellow, this is the original colour,
exceptional example and was the
last of the early production 911Ss
with a powerful 2.4 litre engine
(producing 190bhp), only 1430
911S Coupes were built for the
1973 year, the electric sunroof
was a special order option at an
additional cost (approximately
10% where special order with the
electric sunroof option). These
cars are getting very hard to find
now, this particular car is an
unfinished project, car is 95%
finished, all matching numbers,
very solid and rust free example
with perfect floor pans and front
suspension pan still on its original
sills and kidney bowls and no signs
of rust, car has just had total
repaint and the only reason for
that is the paint had faded. The
car has  only covered 69,000
kilometres, been in storage since
1980, the engine will need
recommissioning but turns over
freely. The car was special order
and the options included factory
Recaro Sport seats, electric sliding
sunroof, also came with 7x15
Fuchs alloys all round and plastic
fuel tank. All parts for the car are
available to finish, I have all the
original papers, the car came into
the UK from Germany and is still
registered in Germany. Truly a rare
911 that is only getting harder to
find and is only increasing in value.
If you would like more information
please don’t hesitate to contact
me: 01686 440323. Email:
mark@rs911.com, also any
inspection is welcome, more
photos are  available, price
£100,000. P0514/043

959 SUPERCAR, Porsche 959
Confort spec, 22,000kms, but had
been neglected, owned by me and
for sale after a 5 year restoration,
mechanically and cosmetically as
new, in GP Silver with two tone
burgundy and silver leather, 2.8L
twin turbo, AWD, ride height
adjustable suspension, ABS etc,
£350,000. Tel: Chris, +61 418
221021. Email:
exoticar@ozemail.com.au
(Australia). P0514/042

1977 911 3.0 SPORT COUPE, no
sunroof, is an RS backdate nearly
completed! V/nice car, £17,500, no
offers, worth £30K+, RH drive, full
history, UK car. Tel: Terry, 07973
371179. Email: terryfoubister@
aol.com. P0514/041

911SC COUPE, Zeiglerot Red, 81K
miles, immaculate condition, MoT’d,
taxed, full history, Pasha trim
excellent. Drives like a dream!
Worldwide shipping available,
£15,950. Tel: 07908 588962. Email:
ciaran98@aol.com (Londonderry).
P0514/040

LOW MILEAGE 1998 CARRERA 2,
beautiful cherished coupe with
factory Aerokit, 64K, grey leather,
climate, sunroof, headlamp wash,
carbon gear lever finish, unmarked
split rim Targa alloys, Pirellis, only
blemishes are small mark on seat
and stonechips front valence,
£11,996. Tel: 07986 042407
(Antrim). P0514/022

LOW MILEAGE 2007 TIP TURBO,
immaculate Gen 1 car in Guards
Red, 32K, FPSH, MoT/tax June 2014,
options include: Chrono/black
leather heated seats,
cruise/climate, PCM, Park Assist,
lamp wash, multifunction sports
steering wheel, offers over £40K,
serious enquiries only. Tel: 07986
042407 (Antrim). P0514/023
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1982 911SC STUNNING! In concours
condition, flawless rust free paint and
body, time warp leather interior, 92K
miles, engine rebuild, none better! UK
and global shipping available,
£19,950. Tel: 07908 588962.  Email:
ciaran98@aol.com (Londonderry).
P0514/028

944 2.7, 1989, only 53,000 miles,
white with blue pinstripe interior,
exceptional original condition, S2
wheels with Michelin Pilot tyres, also
original cookie cutters, old MoT and
receipts, £5995. Tel: 07715 626204.
Email: paulbeer45@googlemail.com
(Devon). P0514/004

912

Parts specialists for 912
01706 824 053

924

Parts specialists for 924
01706 824 053

944

Parts specialists for 944
01706 824 053

We buy and sell
Porsches

01895 255222

Loads of used Porsches for sale all with large photos.
Always updated, no old stock.

Tips on buying a used Porsche, service and insurance contacts.
Around 40 cars in stock from around 1980 onwards.

Cars genuinely bought outright on the spot or sold on your behalf –
speak to Henry

If you think she’s
odd wait until you
see her father…

911virgin.com911virgin.com

1968 SWB 912, burgundy
bodywork vgc, California import, no
rust, great interior, original wooden
wheel, engine good, compression
all cylinders, Weber carbs, new Koni
suspension, brakes, tyres, period
radio, MoT, £23,000. Tel: 07867
156329. Email:
paulsutters@hotmail.com
(Herefordshire). P0514/051

2for1 PORSCHE 924S, looking for
an affordable winter project? A real
Porsche BOGOF all for just £1200,
‘D945 JUM’ core 924S with ‘A806
KLK’ spares package, without MoT
or tax but can be seen running! Tel:
Wayne, 07732 844573. P0514/050

1990 944 TURBO, 250bhp bridge
spoiler model, superb condition and
totally standard, cream leather
interior, extensive history and all
old MoTs, 12 months’ MoT, tax until
July, £8995. Tel: 07739 311242.
Email: andrew.warman@
talktalk.net (Somerset). P0514/049

944S2 MODEL CONVERTIBLE,
1989, in stunning metallic Guards
Red, cream leather interior with red
piping, mileage 105K, electric hood,
electric windows, electric mirrors,
full Porsche documented service
history, 13 service stamps, 12
months’ MoT, tax till 6 months,
£6795. Tel: 07966 454645. Email:
kamgills@hotmail.com (West
Yorkshire). P0514/048

924S, 1986, very tidy car, 92,000
miles, Guards Red with black
pinstripe interior and uncracked
dash, MoT until Sept 2014, six
months’ tax, the engine has no oil
leaks, investment, £2995. Tel:
07815 563817. Email:
cameron.turner@hotmail.co.uk
(N.Yorkshire). P0514/047

1969 912 LWB VERY RARE!
Excellent condition, 2.0 911 T
engine + box, 82K original miles,
mint interior, solid UK car, 911
#plate, drives like a dream, MoT’d,
worldwide shipping, £23,950. Tel:
07908 588962.  Email:
ciaran98@aol.com (Londonderry).
P0514/005

1989 944 TURBO in totally original
and mint condition, 104K miles, full
documented service history and
extensive collection of receipts and
old MoTs, recent new clutch, tyres,
exhaust, £10,995. Tel: 07733
397148.  Email:
john.morgan603@ntlworld.com
(Cambs). P0514/009

1980 911SC STUNNING! In
concours condition, stunning body-
work and time warp leather interior,
mechanically perfect, 88K original
miles, none better, UK and global
shipping available, £19,950. Tel:
07908 588962.  Email: ciaran98@
aol.com (Londonderry). P0514/046

911 (964) CARRERA 2 TARGA,
1991, 105K miles, black with white
interior, recent clutch, oil pipes and
KW suspension, lovely car with no
expense spared, MoT/tax Aug,
£16,850. Tel: 44 7714 894396.
Email: georgedouglasdmw@
gmail.com (W.Lothian). P0514/045

For Trade advertising
call  020 8655 6408

968

Parts specialists for 968
01706 824 053

1994(L) 968 CABRIOLET, manual,
Polar Silver, Magenta hood and
leather Sport seats, 69K miles,
owned 16 years, original toolkit,
new front calipers, discs, refurbed
wheels and body January, FSH, MoT
Nov ‘14, £7500. Tel: 0141 956 2994.
Email: robin.sim@btinternet.com
(Glasgow). P0514/044
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Background: A mechanically
more or less standard Carrera
2.7 that during the late 1980s
received not only a Turbo/RSR-
style body conversion, but also
a top-quality respray, plus body-
side graphics and wide Fuchs
wheels to match. Little used
since then, and long sought
after by Graham Beeson of
Beeson Retrosport. About to
undergo some modest remedial
work to bring it even closer to
his perfectionist standards
Where is it?
Beeson Retrosport is at Unit 4,
Birchfield Park Industrial
Estate, Charlwood, Surrey
RH6 0DZ; tel: 01293 862863;
www.beesonretrosport.com
For: Looks and condition.
Underlying quality, too: this
may have been a specialist
conversion (and 25 years ago, at
that) but unusually it has very
much added to the car’s appeal
– and Beeson’s attention to
detail will leave it better still.
Comes with a full year’s MoT,
a big history file, and even a
period Blaupunkt radio
Against: Hardly the sort of 911
you could – or should – use every
day. And there will remain one
or two minor areas needing
attention, we think (see text).
But for some buyers even those
could be very much a positive
Verdict: Not a 911 for me – too
old, too modified, too costly and
a bit too ‘loud’ for my taste. But
such is the obvious market for
just about any air-cooled car
that even at this rarefied (but
fair) price level I can’t see it
hanging around for too long

WITH 911 & PORSCHE WORLD’S CONSULTANT EDITOR, CHRIS HORTON
TRIED&TESTED

I
f ever a picture is worth a thousand words, then
surely it has to be here. I could use many more than
my allotted 800 or so to in an effort to capture the
essence, the atmosphere and not least the sheer
quality of this classic 911, and still not come close

to expressing how fantastic it looks in the flesh; or how
enjoyable it will be – for those who truly appreciate
these earlier cars – both to drive and simply to own.
The car’s visual appeal stems from two obvious key

elements. First, its iconically wide Turbo-style body, with
commensurately broad Fuchs wheels (the proper, period,
16-inch jobs), and those no less emotive ‘Carrera’ graphics
on the doors. I say Turbo-style body because the car
began life as a standard Carrera 2.7 – and, in the same
way that the Carrera 3.2 Super Sport is essentially a 911
Turbo with the later basic Carrera’s running gear, it retains
that original engine and 915 transmission. The conversion
was carried out in about 1989, using the genuine Porsche
930-pattern panels that even then must have cost a small
fortune, and clearly to an exceptionally high standard.
Even today, 25 years later, there are no discernible seams
where the wheelarches have been welded to the body.
The second major string to the car’s bow is the deep,

lustrous, and indeed seemingly almost bottomless black
paintwork. This must have been applied soon after the
completion of the Turbo-look conversion (the original
colour was a metallic light green), and no less remarkably –
although the car has plainly been dry-stored for much of
the time since, and driven only very sparingly – has neither
needed nor apparently had any attention. For some reason
the respray didn’t extend to the luggage compartment,
but Beeson Retrosport proprietor Graham Beeson – who
himself bought the car only a few days before I viewed it in
mid-March – is a self-confessed detail freak, and a full strip
and repaint for that infrequently seen but none the less
important area is right at the top of his to-do list.
Beeson will have a few other relatively small jobs to

tackle, too – and I mention them here not to undermine
the vehicle in any way, but purely to suggest howmuch
better still it will be by the time it is sold. And perhaps
even to encourage the lucky new owner to continue that
improvement process; it’s all the sort of work that will not
only maintain the car’s already significant monetary and
even historic value, but would also be hugely satisfying.

The oil-pressure gauge is rather vague and erratic, for
instance (I’m satisfied it’s the gauge, not the engine, that’s
at fault), and the speedometer occasionally stops working.
The passenger seat – probably retrimmed during the 1989
conversion – will need somemodest stitching, where the
leathercloth is pulling away from the centre part of the
base, and I would prefer to see a somewhat less wavy
cloth headlining. The glazing, too, warrants attention: the
windscreen has a light scratch from a wiper blade (and
I am not convinced that the arms are anywhere near the
right ones), and is also beginning to turn cloudy at the
left-hand lower corner. Neither will be an MoT fail point
any time soon, but it would be good to replace both the
glass and the slightly perished perimeter seal. Whether
you would be brave enough to replace the similarly aged
backlight seal, and risk breaking the glass, is another
matter. Even if it begins to leak this is not (one hopes) a
vehicle that will routinely be left outside in the rain.
Mechanically speaking the car seems in the best of

health. The engine – with pressure-fed timing-chain
tensioners – fires easily and pulls strongly, and the
progressive throttle and clutch allow smooth and
confident starts from the outset. Personally, I can’t share
Graham Beeson’s enthusiasm for the classic 915 gearbox,
with its typically cumbersome synchromesh and notchy
shift, but then again it’s no worse than any other I’ve
driven, and better than many. Brakes and steering, too,
might come as a surprise to those more accustomed to
the anodyne standards of modern cars. The former need
a good, hard shove on the pedal (although the discs and
pads are in excellent shape), and the latter, despite the big
wheel, is surprisingly heavy, especially at low speed. Get
the show rolling on a fast ‘A’-road, though, where you can
easily canter along in third or fourth for miles at a time,
and you will soon have a very broad smile on your face.
Should you buy it? If it’s a 911 to drive every day you are

seeking then no, of course not. You might soon fall out of
love with it, and it will, like any other 40-year-old 911, need
periodic attention to stand even a chance of retaining its
looks and its value. If, on the other hand, it is a rewarding
long-term project that you are after – but one that won’t
need the initial full rebuild that all too often comes with a
‘project’ – then absolutely, yes. Your children – and perhaps
even your grandchildren – will thank you for ever. PW

CHECKLIST

Value at a glance
Condition �����
Price ���
Performance ����
Overall ����

� Poor �� OK ��� Fair
����Very good ����� Excellent

911 CARRERA 2.7 � 1975 � 143,254 MILES � £34,000
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‘H1 BXT’, HI BOXSTER! Non-dating
plate for any Boxster, no illegal
spacing required, on retention cert,
only £825 ono. Tel: Ian, 01463 831668.
Email: iantjones@outlook.com.
P0514/002

‘AB05XTR’ NUMBER PLATE for sale,
obviously for a Boxster, £1500 ono. Tel:
07966 156918.  Email:
csmith2359@aol.com. P0514/008

PORSCHE 914 PRIVATE REG, ‘SIA
914’, currently on retention, £1500
ono, buyer pays fees. Tel: 07949
589126.  Email:
ben_nash@hotmail.com. P0514/010

REGISTRATION ‘B911 BOF’, on
retention, suit boffin type person with
early 911, £1275. Tel: 01253 882781.
Email: cjmimmack@talktalk.net.
P0514/011

CHERISHED NUMBER for sale, ‘JUG
911Y’, ideal for 1983 911, available for
immediate transfer, £1750. Tel: 07513
570757. Email:
aurouge730@gmail.com. P0514/014

‘GT 03 GPT’, available for transfer,
perfect plate for your GT3, £800. Tel:
07711 182888. P0514/024

‘A991 VVV’, A 911 (Va Va Voom), on
retention certificate and ready to go!
£1950 no offers. Tel: Rob Smithson,
07889 196269. Email:
robsmithson51@gmail.com.
P0514/017

IDEAL PLATE FOR Porsche GT Three or
Porsche GT Turbo, ‘P999 GTT’, best
offer secures. Tel: 07974 820056.
Email: simon@versuti.co.uk.
P0514/020

PRIVATE PLATE FOR SALE ‘BIG 9976’,
£1000. Tel: 07766 032557. Email:
richardhewlett@btinternet.com.
P0514/029

‘T911 JAL’ number plate for sale,
could read: TURBO911 JALDEEP, open
to sensible 4 figure offers, thanks. Tel:
07581 181271.  Email:
paulmatthewsdrummer@yahoo.co.uk.
P0514/030

ON RETENTION ‘M12 POR’, my other
car’s a Porsche? Offers around £725.
Tel: 07970 537631. P0514/031

PORSCHE CLASSIFIEDS 
ADVERTISE YOUR PORSCHE FOR FREE - ON THE PAGE AND ONLINE at  www.911porscheworld.com
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REGISTRATIONS

OTHER MAKES

PORSCHE RS REGISTRATION on
retention certificate, also suits
Audi/Jaguar RS models, £4750,
could be an investment as suits a
wide range of upmarket models. Tel:
01636 830582. Email:
pcuthbert250@btinternet.com.
P0514/054

PORSCHE 911 NUMBER PLATE for
sale, here for sale is my treasured
911 number plate, currently on
retention, £3000. Tel: 07782
205524.  Email:
jason.dowler@tiscali.co.uk (West
Midlands). P0514/053

T9II JAL

B9II BOF

GT03 GPT

AB05XTR

P999 GTTSIA 9I4

BIG 9976

HI BXT

JUG 9IIY

MI2 POR

A99I VVV

‘5 TGY’ cherished registration, rare
plate on retention certificate for
easy transfer, dateless plate for any
vehicle, please leave a message if I
can’t answer the phone, £2995. Tel:
07733 268700. P0514/052

R32 GOLF, 2008 (57), black, black leather, three-door, six speed manual,
66,500 miles currently, BBS CH 8x19in alloy wheels, 235/35
ContiSportContact 3 tyres (6mm tread front, 7mm rear), KW V3 fully-adjustable
coil-over suspension, EBC discs and pads, APS ECU remap, BMC air filter, Milltek
cat-back exhaust, short shift, Pentagon Light Smoke window tint, MoT
February 2015, fully documented VW service history with all bills and MoTs,
taxed to end September, Shell Ultramax/V-Power fuel used exclusively, spare
key, second owner (from 5000 miles/eight-months-old), £11,995, p/plate not
included. Tel: 07850 654911 (Surrey), email: r32@chpltd.com. P0514/012

968, navy, usable classic Porsche,
great condition with low mileage
(83K), good service history,
mechanically sound, MoT, tax
recent, cloth Comfort seats, private
plate included, more pics available
to serious enquirers, £8000. Tel:
07986 042407 (Antrim).
P0514/021

Want to amend or repeat
your advert? Just email

classifieds@chpltd.com
quoting the advert reference
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Background: A standard and
modestly specified Carrera 4S –
ie a Turbo-bodied 996 with the
naturally aspirated M96 engine
and (of course) four-wheel drive.
First registered in Belfast in
May 2003 – hence the number
plate – and three owners since
then. Good service history – last
attention on 30th January – and
recent new clutch and oil seals
Where is it?
Having moved premises last
year, eporsch is now at Unit 1,
Oldhouse Lane, Bisley, Surrey
GU24 9DB; tel: 01483 799245;
www.eporsch.co.uk
For: Condition (even before any
pre-sales prep; see main text),
attractive ‘wide’ body and front
and rear aprons, classic Arctic
Silver and black leather colour
scheme. Good history and
recent maintenance. A lot of car
for not a huge amount of money
Against: As ever, the potential
for future engine problems –
which famously no one can say
for sure will or will not occur.
Sometimes, though – and if the
price is right, as here, you just
have to live for the moment.
If not, none of us would ever
board an aeroplane
Verdict: Nothing very special in
the 996 world, but very nice,
none the less – and that’s
before any minor faults have
been sorted. Then, I think, it will
be very nice, indeed, with the
potential to give many years’
reliable and enjoyable service

911 & PORSCHE WORLD 125

WITH 911 & PORSCHE WORLD’S CONSULTANT EDITOR, CHRIS HORTON
TRIED&TESTED

I
seem, by dutifully reminding our many readers that
Porsche’s M96 and M97 engines can and quite
often do fail, often for no obvious or logical reason,
to have acquired a reputation as a 996-hater.
Wrong! I think they can be genuinely wonderful

cars. Just as long as you enter the partnership with
your eyes wide open to the possible pitfalls.
Consider this. Amongmany other interesting vehicles

on site (and not all of them Porsches...), Roly Baldwin of
eporsch has in his busy workshop a tidy ‘Y’-reg Boxster ‘S’.
Lady owner for several years, average miles, full Porsche
Centre history. And still it suddenly and so far inexplicably
went bang. Roly kind-heartedly (I think) took the by then
dead car in part-exchange, and has since been offered
£3000 by one of the well-known dismantlers, but can’t
quite bring himself to ‘euthanise’ and then cannibalise
what remains a basically sound and potentially viable
vehicle – even if parts of it might thus help others to live.
But I digress – a little. What, then, of this 911 Carrera

4S? (Which, without any prior planning on our part, is
another and arguably only marginally less iconic Turbo-look
model; see also the previous spread.) We are viewing it
before any of Roly’s usual meticulous pre-sale preparation,
but overall the news is, I think, good: Arctic Silver, black
leather, Alcantara headlining (and no sunroof, I am happy
to say), six-speed manual gearbox, all-electric heated
seats – with a three-position memory for the driver –
air-conditioning (which even if not blowing cold now,
certainly will be by the time you read this), and not least
just 66,000 miles on the clock. All for not muchmore than
half the price of the classic Carrera 2.7 overleaf.
And so it goes on. There’s an opening glovebox, of

course (unlike in the pre-facelift 996s), and electric release
mechanisms for the front and rear lids – both of which
have full-strength support struts, too. On-board computer
and cruise-control. Front overmats, so the black carpet
beneath is pristine. The usual Bose speaker upgrade –
although I am not so keen on the after-market JVC single-
disc CD player; surely the original Porsche unit must have
been better than that? A rear windscreen wiper. And the
4S’s usual stylised tailpipes and reflector strip, of course.
Few complaints on the condition front – or which won’t

have been dealt with by the time you read this. There are a
couple of small stone-chips – one on the leading edge of

the front lid, the other on the right-hand rear wing – but no
signs of parking or more serious accident damage, and
apart from the usual roughed-up lower front spoiler no
signs of under-body dramas; undamaged air-con pipes,
too. Typically, the lower rear portion of the left-hand front
wheelarch has been shot-blasted by road dirt back to bare
metal and thus surface rust, but that’s something else on
Roly’s to-do list – and common to just about any of these
cars you might look at these days. Wheels are generally
OK, although the right-hand rear rim in particular would
benefit from a refurb, and all four centre caps are pretty
scabby (ditto, as per usual, the wheel bolts), but a quick
look through the spokes shows the (red) calipers, plus
the discs and pads, all to be in excellent shape. Tyres are
Pirelli P Zeros all round, perhaps half-worn at the front,
and around two-thirds abraded at the rear.
Inside, the trim is in basically very sound condition.

There are the usual light scuffs on the plastic sill
kickplates, and both the aluminium-look (ie silver plastic)
gear knob and handbrake lever inserts are rather
scratched, but neither of those should be a deal breaker.
Seats have a pleasant patina – which is another way of
saying that they would benefit from some TLC just about
now – and all appears present and correct in the luggage
compartment. You might want to give that a thorough
vacuum, though (in the highly unlikely event that Roly
doesn’t), and also to re-attach the few bits of displaced
trim and carpet. The battery is a newish-looking Varta unit.
Mechanically, too, the picture is encouraging. No leaks

from the engine (but then it has had a recent new clutch,
as well as rear main and intermediate-shaft oil seals),
around 2.0 bar oil pressure at hot idle, and a temperature
gauge rock-steady at 80 degrees Celsius, even after
prolonged idling. The coolant header tank looks, if not new,
then certainly free from the increasingly common cracks
and ensuing leaks. There’s a nice clutch action, a quiet and
comfortable ride, no dramas from the steering or brakes
(apart from a slight wheel wobble at 70–80mph), and as in
seemingly all of these wide-bodied ‘S’ models a lovely hard
edge to the performance; bland it is certainly not.
Service history is as complete as it could be, with the

most recent attention at Porsche Centre East London in
January at 65,050 miles. The MoT runs to next January,
and road tax to the end of July. Tempted? I hope so! PW

CHECKLIST

Value at a glance
Condition ����
Price ���
Performance ����
Overall ����

� Poor �� OK ��� Fair
����Very good ����� Excellent

996-MODEL 911 CARRERA 4S � 2003/03 � 66,537 MILES � £19,995
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PERSONAL NUMBER PLATE for sale,
‘SEZ 9111’, open to sensible 4 figure
offers. Tel: 07912 183149.  Email: p-
briscoe@sky.com. P0514/032

REGISTRATION ‘DDX 957’ for sale,
£1000. Tel: 07973 922549.  Email:
grahamraitken@talktalk.net.
P0514/033

PORSCHE 18” SPORT Classic 2 rims,
fronts 7.5”/50 offset/Avon Zv5
(225/40 x 18” - 5mm tread), rears
9”/52 offset/Bridgestone RE040
(255/35 x 18” - 3mm tread), some
bubbling/no kerb damage, £875 ono.
Tel: 01582 609131.  Email:
stu.mac@bookproductions.co.uk
(Beds). P0514/003

PORSCHE 911 1970 pair of door
cards, black; 2 horn grilles, chrome;
glove box lid; 2 overriders, chrome with
rubber; 911 Turbo rear corners, GRP;
offers. Tel: 07989 407993. P0514/016
PORSCHE SPARES, Porsche 968 Club
Sport centre console moulded tray, fits
under radio, £20; 911 Carrera impact
bumper towing eye, £20, both items
plus postage, new condition. Tel:
01923 262960.  Email:
coadspeed@btinternet.com (Herts).
P0514/034
PORSCHE 911/993 REAR O/S
quarter wing (inner and outer), from a
black 2002 car, bargain £375 ono. Tel:
07764 681373. P0514/035

TRACKDAY/RACE PARTS 911 pre-
1990, pair Sabelt race seats c/w
brackets, runners and Sparco
harnesses, £375; Safety Devices bolt
in 1/2 cage, £250; 4 Fuchs wheels
7”&8”x16 with Yokohama AO48m
tyres, £950. Tel: 01246 569689.  Email:
william.woodhouse@
mypostoffice.co.uk (Derbyshire).
P0514/036
PORSCHE 924, 944, 968, GT3 parts,
garage clearance: Porsche 968 sills for
944, replacement dashtop black and
brown, S2 Lux, 996 Aero fr splitter, GT3
side skirts, 965 Turbo bodykit, GTE
alloy wheel, pls email for details. Tel:
07966 499870. Email:
topshota2@hotmail.com (West
Midlands). P0514/037

911 & PORSCHE WORLD, the first 911
& Porsche World magazine issue no.1
through to issue no.157 which was
April 2007!! Includes the 150th
anniversary issue no.150, offers
please. Tel: 07785 577824. Email:
bob.beaken@gmail.com (East Sussex).
P0514/013
911 & PORSCHE WORLD magazines,
1997 to 2013 for sale, 16 year
collection, includes 7 folders, £199.
Tel: 01472 886820.  Email:
kelly9fb@btinternet.com (Lincs).
P0514/038

PORSCHE 911 WANTED, got Porsche
with payment book? Give me car and
book, am private, looking for nice car,
2009 onwards, must be minted, give
me a call. Tel: 01475 529216. Email:
lporsche997@ao.com (Renfrewshire).
P0514/018
WANTED 997 GEN II GT3 RS in white
and gold or aqua blue and gold,
preferably with the front nose lift
option and PCCB. Tel: 01224 297894.
Email: johnstone.aitken@
glenclark.co.uk. P0514/039

PORSCHE CLASSIFIEDS 
ADVERTISE YOUR PORSCHE FOR FREE - ON THE PAGE AND ONLINE at  www.911porscheworld.com
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YOU CAN UPLOAD YOUR PRIVATE ADVERT AT: www.911porscheworld.com
OR YOU CAN EMAIL: classifieds@chpltd.com

ADVERTS ARE FREE! YOU MAY INCLUDE A PHOTOGRAPH AND UP TO 30 WORDS OF TEXT (thereafter it’s 30p per
word). Copy can be submitted online or by email, fax (+44 (0)20 8763 1001) or post, with remittance if

applicable, to: 911&PW Private Classifieds, CHP, Nimax House, 20 Ullswater Crescent,
Ullswater Business Park, Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 2HR, United Kingdom. Don’t forget your contact details!

Deadline for inclusion in the June issue is 9th April (July issue deadline 15th May).

TRADE

HILLCREST
SPECIALIST
CARS
SPECIALIST IN PORSCHE

Whitehouse Garage, High Street, Nettlebed,
Henley on Thames RG9 5DB

Service, Repair and Sales
by factory-trained technicians

www.hillcrestspecialistcars.com

01491 642911

BRIAN MILLER MOTORS
SPECIALIST IN PORSCHE AND GERMAN MARQUES

• SERVICE • TUNING • FUEL INJECTION

• ELECTRICS • PRE-PURCHASE INSPECTIONS

• 46 YEARS EXPERIENCE

• OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY

0131 443 7806
2 LANARK ROAD EDINBURGH EH14 1TQ

Probably the largest independent
Porsche inspectors in the UK

We provide a bespoke, individual Pre-Purchase Inspection
service on any Porsche, nationwide, including

Cat C, D and repair inspections. We’ll thoroughly check 
all aspects of the car, inside, outside, underneath and by

road test. Avoid lemons, get faults fixed for free
and reduce asking prices!

Our fee is £295 inc. VAT and travel

01780 749449

www.carinspections.co.uk

INSPECTION

WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS

PORSCHE 924-928 INTERIOR in
black with Porsche Pasha pattern,
comes with front and rear seats,
door cards, centre console, rear
boot carpet, in mint condition, no
wear on bolsters and genuine
factory item, £670. Tel: 07867
840819 (West Midlands).
P0514/056

PORSCHE 924-928 CLOCK in
perfect working condition and ideal
for any project, £70, buyer collects,
no time wasters please. Tel: 07867
840819 (West Midlands).
P0514/055

PARTS

NEW 996 TURBO OR GT2 Xenon
headlight, 1 new front Xenon
headlight, right side (for right-hand
drive cars), OEM part no.
996.631.066.10, €600, postage
from France included. Tel: +33 240
606464.  Email: d.moris@orange.fr
(France). P0514/006

BROKEN!! FOR SPARES
• 964 C4 Coupe • 968 Coupe • 944 S2 16v • 996 Tiptronic

Cabriolet (98) • 996 C2. S-reg. 49K • Boxster x5 from 98-04
• 964 C4 convertible • 944 Turbo. 1986. LHD • 944 Lux 1987

• 968 hard frontal • 944 Turbo 1987 x2
• Various 17” - 18” Wheel Sets for sale • Please enquire
Mechanical Work Undertaken!!
www.cmsporsche.co.uk

CMS Porsche Spares,
Horton Wood, Telford, W-Mids

01952 608911
07831 711609

Mail order and credit cards welcome

*************************************************

Porsche & Porsche projects or
salvage bought and sold

New panels for Boxster + 996. Please ask for latest prices

*************************************************

*************************************************

*************************************************

*************************************************

Various used interiors 944/996 etc
Various used panels 944/968/996 + Boxster

Servicing & Diagnostic
Work Undertaken

Now in New

Premises!

cmsporsche.co.uk

SEZ 9III

DDX 957
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Modern Multi-vehicle Replica
Classic 

Motorcycle Household

FP1445

WHY CHOOSE RH?
No broker admin fees

No upper age limit*

Cover available for 18-25 year olds*

Agreed value cover available  
(subject to club or independent valuation)

Salvage return – free and automatic for all vehicles  
over 20 years of age

UK & European breakdown recovery (over 1 mile from home  
or nominated garage address) included at no extra cost

Multi vehicle insurance – combine your specialist vehicle collection and 
modern cars onto one policy (providing the majority are classic)

We can tailor the cover required to meet your needs*

Cherished by you
Insured by us

* subject to underwriting criteria
RH Specialist Insurance is a trading name of Willis Limited, a Lloyd’s broker. Registered o�ce: 51 Lime Street, London, EC3M 7DQ. Registered number 181116 
England and Wales. Willis Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. This RH Specialist Insurance is arranged and administered on 
behalf of Willis Limited by Equity Red Star Services Limited, an appointed representative of Equity Syndicate Management Limited. Equity Syndicate Management 
Limited is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and Prudential Regulation Authority.

S P E C I A L I S T  V E H I C L E  I N S U R A N C E

Insurance Quotation Hotline01277 206911www.rhclassicinsurance.co.uk
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classicline*
INSURANCE

Our policies are formulated to provide great bene�ts as standard. We o�er agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure additional cars 
at an extra discount. Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. There is also UK roadside 
and assistance breakdown cover included as standard on all our policies. With an added discount for being a member of 
The Independent Porsche Enthusiasts Club (TIPEC) or Porsche Club GB.

www.classiclineinsurance.co.uk      01455 639 000
Pr

Scienti�cally proven.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

27

Porsche

STRASSE

TELEPHONE 0113 2340 911     STRASSE, BRIDGE RD, HOLBECK, LEEDS LS11 9UG     WWW.STRASSE.CO.UK

Intermediate shaft replacement kit with upgraded bearing - 

E X P E R I E N C E  O U R  E X P E R I E N C E
S T U T T G A R T  -  L E E D S

P O R S C H E  9 9 6 / B O X S T E R 
I N T E R M E D I A T E  S H A F T  B E A R I N G  R E P L A C E M E N T  K I T
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INSURANCE
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www.mayfaironline.co.uk
Tel: 08444 935 713
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Porsche
motorInsurance

New & exclusive scheme
at reduced rates

guaranteed!
10%* discount  for 

Porsche Club 
Members

With every New Policy
20% off your next service at

���������
��	
��� 
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�
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911 & PORSCHE WORLD130

NEXT MONTH

JUNE ISSUE ON SALE: THURSDAY MAY 1
PLUS: Our cars, You and yours, How to, Q&A, Tried and tested and loads of Porsches and parts for sale

991 TARGA IS TOPS
First drive in the sensational, retro-inspired 991 Targa

ADVERT INDEX
CLIENT Page
Aase Sales 32
Addspeed Performance Cars 42
Andrew Greenwood 102
Akrapovic (Design 911) 89
Auto Umbau Porsche 101
Autofarm 102
Autohaus Werkshoppe 110
Autostrasse 111
Braunton Garage 28
Brey-Krause 6
Cargraphic 131
Cavendish Porsche 44
Chris Turner LTD 116
Churchill Insurance 116
Classic & Sports Finance 88
Classic Additions 111
Classicline Insurance 128
Club Autosport 107
Demon Tweeks 37
Design 911 43,128
Douglas Valley Breakers 94
Dove House Motor Company 77
Eibach UK 15
Elephant Racing 59
Elite Garages 21
Elite Motor Tune 94
Engine Builders Supply 95
Fabspeed 80
Fearnsport 66

FVD 2
Guards Red Design 23
H&R Suspension (Euro Car Parts) 39
Hartech Automotive 38
Hendon Way Motors 79
Hexagon Modern Classics 25
HP Motorsport 58
Jasmine Porschalink 66
Jaz Siat Porsche 68
JMG Porsche 78
JZM 16
K&N Filters 44
LA Dismantler 42
Le Mans Trip Offer 103
LN Engineering/Fast Forward 58
Machine Mart 115
Mayfair Performance Insurance 129
Nine Excellence 42,107
Ninemeister 24
Ninex Motorsport 101
Northway 78
Numeric Racing 16
Ohlins (Design 911) 13
Paragon GB 55
Parts Heaven 93
Patrick Motorsports 110
Paul Stephens / PS AutoArt 88
Performance Direct Insurance 116
PMO 101
Porsch-Apart 68

Porsche Cars GB (Aftersales) 7
Porsche Cars GB (Body repairers) 11
Porsche Centre Colchester 37
Porsche Club GB 106
Porsche Torque 28
Porschembri 110
Porscheshop 17
Porscheshop (Euro Cup GT) 102
Portiacraft 110
Premier Coach Auto Collision 67
Prepfab 99
ProMax Motorsport 111
Ramus Porscha 28
Rennaire 111
Rennline 69
Restoration Design 51
RGA 38
RH Classic Insurance 127
RPM Specialist Cars 78
RPM Technik 32
RS 911 111
RSJ Sportscars 24
Scart Sport Exhausts 6
Specialised Covers 94
Specialist Cars of Malton 93
Specialist Vehicle Preparations 45
Sportwagen Eckert 87
Steve Bull Specialist Cars 110
Stoddard Parts 29
STR 106

Strasse 19,128
Tech 9 (TechArt UK) 132
The Porsche 924 Owners Club 106
The Wheel Restorer 101
Tipec 107
Tipec 115
Toyo Tires 31
TuneRS Motorsports 57
TWG Motorsport 111
Van Zweeden 33
Yorkshire Classic Porsche 58
Zims Autotechnik 115

CLASSIFIEDS 117 - 126
Brian Miller Motors
Car Cover Shop
Car Inspections
CMS Porsche
DSD Motorwerks
Finlay Gorham
Hillcrest Specialist Cars
Karmann Konnection
Motorfarm
Peter Morgan Media
Porsche 911 hire.co.uk
Prestige & Performance Cars
Roger Bray Restoration
TJS Sportscars
Williams Crawford
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Superlative, redefined.
TECHART for Porsche 911 Turbo and 911 Turbo S.

TECHART individualisation for 911 Turbo and Turbo S unifies powerful styling,
extraordinary quality and seamless technical compatibility. Such as the beautiful TECHART
bodykit which integrates just perfectly with the 911 Turbo’s active aerodynamics.

The new TECHART powerkit for the 911 Turbo S provides a remarkable power
boost of additional 60 hp. The maximum torque increases by 130 Newtonmeters.
Acceleration 0-60 mph: 2.6 seconds. Top track speed: 204 mph.

Visit www.techart.de/turbo to learn more or contact us in order to experience
genuine TECHART individualisation options for your Porsche model.

TECHART in the United Kingdom:

www.techart.de

Tech 9 Motorsport Ltd
Hale Garage, Hale Road, Hale, Liverpool L24 5RB
Tel: +44 (0)151 4255 911, Email: sales@tech9.ms
http://www.tech9.ms

Out now: the TECHART brochure for the 911 TurboTECHART Formula IV wheels and TECHART front spoiler. TECHART interior with sport steering wheel.
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