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A VARIED APPROACH

WO OF the most common questions I'm asked are,
“Do you want fries with that?” and, “How do we filla
magazine six times a year about a company as small
as Aston Martin?”

The answer to the firstis simple; always yes.

As for the second, while it’s true the firm has produced as
many cars inits 111-year history as Mercedes-Benz does in 12
months, they’ve all been incredibly varied.

Take the cars featured in this issue. From the rare Italian-
designed V8 Zagato to the equally scarce DBS Vantage manual, the iconic DB4 to the
extremely fast Vantage GT8 (pictured above), other than the famous winged badge
ontheir noses, they have very little in common. It's these differences that makes the
Aston Martin brand so fascinating to cover and why, like fries at a fast-food restaurant,
we'll never run out of fabulous and interesting cars to feature.

‘:
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Paul Walton

Follow us on Instagram: @Aston_Martin_Driver Editor

Kelsey Media 2024 © all rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part is forbidden except with permission in writing from
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permission to reproduce them must have been obtained from the owner of the copyright. The editor cannot guarantee a personal
response to allletters and emails received. The views expressed in the magazine are not necessarily those of the Editor

or the Publisher. Kelsey Media accepts no liability for products and services offered by third parties.
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information. For full details, visEwww.Kelsey.coul , or call 01959 543524.
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performance to adapt it for its role as the
FIA safety car.

Bernd Maylander, FIAs safety car
driver, said, “Itis a pleasure to drive the
Aston Martin Vantage. The car comes
from anincredible bloodline and this
newest version is the fastest yet. My
firstimpressions were very positive as |
could immediately feel the improvement
in handling and, of course, power. We
need a car that is fast and focused so we
can respond quickly and safely when we
receive the call for on-track deployment
and Vantage provides that. | have enjoyed
driving Vantage during the past three
seasons and I'm happy to now be one
of the first to drive the new Vantage and
experience its full performance pedigree
on the world’s greatest circuits.”

& To become the official FIA safety car,
the Vantage has additional, modified
underfloor aerodynamics, along with
an extended and profiled front splitter.
For extra downforce, a new rear wing
has been specifically fitted in a bespoke
position with a tuned Gurney flap. The
FIA lightbar has also received new
aero-profiling as every millisecond of
performance is vital whilst leading the
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The latest Vantage FIA safety car Powered by a potent, hand-built 4.0

that will be used throughout the 2024
season has beenrevealed. Described
by Aston Martin as the “most driver-
focused Vantage ever,” ithasbeen

twin-turbo V8, such is the performance of
the new road-going Vantage, it required
no engine upgrade, no changes toits
cooling system and no upgrade in braking

perfectly tuned and uniquely equipped
tolead the F1grid around some of the
world’s most daunting tracks.
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pack of F1cars with rapidly cooling
tyres. Inside, the production seats have
been replaced by competition versions
to keep Maylander and his passenger
firmly in place at speed. A bespoke
centre console is fitted with switchgear
to work the FIA systems, along with
screens showing live lap times, the
track positioning of all of the carsand a
rear-view camera. Although functional,
the safety car is stillan Aston Martin,

so theinterior has been finishedina

unique Lime Essence triminanod to
the marque’'s own racing colours. Asin
previous years, the cars will be painted
in the same Aston Martin Racing Green
as the company’s Formula One cars.

UPFRONT
NEWS

HALLMARK TO JOIN

Aston Martin has announced former
Bentley chairman and chief executive
officer Adrian Hallmark will join the
company as an executive director

and CEO no later than1October 2024
replacing current CEO Amedeo Felisa.

Hallmark (61) will bring more than 25 years
of highly successful senior automotive
experience from the US, Europe, and Asia
with companies such as Bentley, Porsche,
JLR and Volkswagen.

Said Hallmark, “Like many working
within the ultra-luxury segment, I have
admired the continued transformation
of Aston Martin's brand and products
from afar and feel honoured to have the
opportunity to work with Lawrence Stroll,
the board and the company’s employees
tolead its next chapter.

“The transformation of Aston Martinis
one of the most exciting projects within
the ultra-luxury automotive industry. |
am looking forward to continuing the
company’s great momentum and utilising
my experience and passion to further
unleash this iconic brand’s potential and
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take it to even greater success.”

Ensuring a smooth transitionin
leadership, 77-year-old Amedeo Felisa
will remain as chief executive officer
until Hallmark takes up his post. “It has
been a great privilege to serve as Aston
Martin's chief executive officer,” said
Felisa, “leading our iconic brand through
this exciting era.|amincredibly proud
of the progress made over the last two
years, which has aligned Aston Martin for
a positive future direction. | believe now
is the right time to allow the company to
transition to new leadership.”

After joining Bentley in 2018, Hallmark
has overseen aturnaround at the
Crewe-based company, with profits rising
ten-fold in the past five years, and the
company has set out a strategy to sell only
electric models from early next decade,
experience that will no doubt be of interest
to Aston Martin.

According to Bentley, Hallmark was
leaving “at his own request and by mutual
consent.” He will be Aston Martin’s fourth
CEO since Lawrence Stroll bought the
company in 2020.
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G13 TAKES WEC DOUBLE PODIUM

The new Aston Martin Vantage GT3
took a brilliant double LMGT3 class
podium onits debut in a thrilling
opening round of the 2024 FIA World
Endurance Championship (WEC),
held for the first time at the Lusail
International Circuit in Qatar on
Saturday 2 March.

Racing in the new-for-2024 LMGT3 class,
the US-based Heart of Racing team,

and its drivers lan James (GBR), Daniel
Mancinelli (ITA) and Alex Riberas (ESP),
narrowly missed out on a maiden class
victory at world level, having led the Qatar
1812 Km for large periods of the event.
Ultimately, the team finished a mere five
seconds behind the winning car after a
storming drive.

Second place was the Heart of Racing’s
best result on only its fifthrace inthe
WEC, and marks its second consecutive
podium finish, after the team was placed
third in the 2023 8 Hours of Bahrain finale
last November.

Underlining the exciting potential of the
new Vantage GT3, D'station Racing also

delivered its second consecutive podium
finish with third place, after charging
through the order in the second half of
the race. It was the perfect reward for the
Japanese-run squad whose Vantage GT3
was driven by French WEC debutants
Clément Mateu and Erwan Bastard, as
well as three-time FIA World Endurance
Champion Marco Sgrensen (DEN).

Said Adam Carter, Aston Martin's
head of Endurance Motorsport, “This
was a very promising start for the new
Aston Martin Vantage GT3, underlining

its potential both as a competitive racing
carandas anaccessible platform for racing
drivers of all levels to extract the maximum
performance fromit. WEC must also be
congratulated for the new formatithas
introduced with the LMGT3 class, which
proved highly competitive,and entertaining,
andis agreat platform for rival manufacturers
to compete onan equal footing. We now
move ontothe next round atImola, confident
that we can build on this strong opening
resultandin the knowledge thereismore to
come fromour new Vantage.”

ALONSO STAYS WITHASTONMARTIN

Double F1 world champion Fernando
Alonso has signed to stay with Aston
Martin in Formula 1for the next two
seasons. The deal will see the 42-year-
old Spaniard - who was out of contract
at the end of this year - stay with the
British team until he is 45, and possibly
beyond.

Alonso said retirement “never went to
my mind”, adding, “I felt | love driving too
much to stop at the moment.” Staying at
Aston Martin was a “natural decision”,
once he had made up his mind that he was
prepared to make the life sacrifices that
would be required by staying in F1.
“Securing Fernando’s long-term future
with Aston Martin is fantastic news,” said
team principal Mike Krack. “We have built
a strong working relationship over the
last 18 months and we share the same
determination to see this project succeed.

We have been in constant dialogue over
the last few months and Fernando has
been true to his word: when he decided he
wanted to continue racing, he talked to us
first. Fernando has shown he believesin
us, and we believe in him.”

Krack went on to say the driver is
“hungry for success, driving better
than ever, is fitter than ever,” and “he is
completely dedicated to making Aston
Martin a competitive force.”

The decision will stop the rumours
about Alonso going to Red Bull or
Mercedes next season. He did admit to
talking to other teams, but said, “I felt the
most wanted in Aston Martin. The other
conversations were just light and maybe
more time was needed, whereas in Aston
there was a clear desire to work together.”

Alonso was widely regarded as one
of the outstanding performers of the
2023 season, which saw himreturnto
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the podium for the first time since 2013,
six times in the first eight races. Had the
team made the right choice of tyresina
late-race rain shower, he could have also
beaten world champion Max Verstappen’s
Red Bull to victory in Monaco.

Despite a disappointing start to the
2024 season which has seen him score
just 24 points from the first four races,
Alonso choosing to stay at Aston Martin
is a big vote of confidence in the team as
it seeks to move towards the front of the
grid.
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ASTON SERVICE DORSET LTD

EST. 1934

Sole Aston Martin Heritage Dealer in the South West

EQUIPPED TO DEAL WITH ALL YOUR ASTON MARTIN REQUIREMENTS.

and current

models, our full on-site

AMDS 2.0 Aston Martin Diagnostic
System helps us identify problems quickly
and efficiently.

We remain proud of
our factory appointed
Heritage dealer
status and respected
worldwide reputation.

Meticulously caring for the post war
models right through to the very latest

A family run business spanning
over three generations, every car is

OUR EXTENSIVE SERVICES INCLUDE:

B Parts Manufacturing Service
Workshop for annual maintenance
through to major restoration

B Genuine Parts for all
Aston Martin & Lagonda cars

B Original build records
B Technical knowledge and advice

B Over 4,000 individual parts in stock
for the Feltham era cars alone with more
being added every month, all made to the
original drawings

B 89 years of marque specific
knowledge

B Full Aston Martin Diagnostic
System capabilities

treated as if it were one
of our own - from
minor services and health checks through
to major full restorations of the classics.

Forever at your disposal, our services are
designed with you in mind as well as your
Aston Martin.

e, =

DAVIOD L AROWHN

\=—[ ASTON MARTIN | S5,
TR
HPRRESS

ASTON SERVICE DORSET LTD
EST. 1934

73 Ringwood Road, Longham,
Ferndown, Dorset BH22 9AA UK
CALL +44 (0) 1202 574727

Ianlony.lorsl 1aw@ astonservicedorset.com
www.astonservicedorset.com|



mailto:antony.forshaw@astonservicedorset.com
http://www.astonservicedorset.com

UPFRONT
PRODUCTS
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CORDLESS INFLATER
Machine Mart.has recently. launched a new battery H

powered tyre inflator from its Clarke range. The

on-board air compressor can inflate anything from

afootball to a car tyre using a range of supplied

adaptors. Powered by a 2Ah 7.4-volt rechargeable

lithium-ion battery, which takes up to seven hours

to fully charge, this tyre inflator has a 15cm-long

USB-C charging cable. It also has an inbuilt torch and

everythingis contained in a storage bag. '

Price: £57.59inc VAT

Web: www.machinemart.co.ukl

KEY SAFE

New from Defender Security Products is
this compact key safe that offers greater
interior space because the locking
mechanismis located within the door.
DSP saysit can store up to ten keys on
one keyring. It has passed stringent attack
testing to LPS 1174 Issue 8, resulting in

it achieving the UK police-accredited
Secured by Design standard. Known as
the Defender Pro-TEC Police Preferred
key safe, it has over 4,000 possible code
combinations fromits 12 buttons.

Price: £49.95inc VAT

Webidefendersecurityproducts.co.uk

CERAMIC WASH

Autoglym has recently launched Ceramic
Wash & Protect, an easy-to-use triple-
action ceramic car shampoo that delivers
adeep clean, creates a smooth high-
gloss shine plus leaves a durable water
repellent layer of protection.

The product contains Autoglym’s new
shampoo-specific ceramic technology
that creates a protective barrier superior
to that offered by conventional car-wash
products. This also cuts the time and
effort required to dry the car and ensures
the next clean can be completed more
quickly.

Price: £24.99 (one-litre bottle)

Web: www.autoglym.com

F1POLO
SHIRT

Look and feel like amember of
Aston Martin's Formula 1team with
this stylish three-button polo shirt.
Inthe same shade of green as the
cars, it features the famous Aston
Martin wings on the rear under

the collar and is available in sizes
ranging from XS to 3XL.

Price: £57

Webifistore.formulal.com
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ASTON MARTIN SPECIALISTS

ASTON MARTIN RESTORATION
& REPAIR SPECIALISTS.

' ‘ N BY PASA

- We specialise in full and partia tin
servicing and problem solving. We carry out engine reb
upgrades, clutch replacement, gearbox upgrades, Weber tuning, ¢

repairs, all completed to the highest standard. We've been perfecting
Aston Martins for over 30 years.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 020 8776 5577, EMAIL HELLO@PUGSLEYANDLEWIS.COM OR VISIT

PUGSLEYANDLEWIS.COM
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Note from editor

It couldn’t be easier to sign
up for a whole 2 years of
Aston Martin cars with a
subscription to Aston Martin
Driver, the magazine which
loves our special cars just
as much as you do. Join the
Aston Martin Driver family
and you'll be part of the ever-growing community
who love everything to do with our wonderful classic
cars. Guarantee your copy every month have each
issue delivered directly — while saving on the cover
price with this great offer.

Paul Walton
Editor

4 GREAT REASONS
TOSUBSCRIBE

1 Enjoy one whole year of
Aston Martin Driver.

2 Get each issue delivered
directly to your door.

3 Save 45% and pay £28.75
every year.

4 Never miss an issue of your
must-have magazine.

Terms & Conditions: *UK Direct Debit offer only. You will pay £28.75 every 12
months. Savings are based on the yearly cover price (£5.99 per issue) plus
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set out in our privacy policy which can be viewed at shop.kelsey.co/uk/
privacy-policy. You may unsubscribe at any time



http://shop.kelsey.co.uk/terms
http://shop.kelsey.co/uk/privacy-policy
http://shop.kelsey.co/uk/privacy-policy
http://shop.kelsey.co.uk/AMD

THE100% INDEPENDENT
MAGAZINE FORTHE
ASTON MARTIN OWNER
AND ENTHUSIAST

EASY WAY S TO SUBSCRIBE
1. Go to[shop.kelsey.co.uk/AMD2024P
2. Call us 01959 543747 quote AMD2024P

3. Use this QR CODE to go directly to our website
4 Complete the FREEPOST POSTAL COUPON

onday-Friday, m-5:30pm. Calls charged at your standard n



http://shop.kelsey.co.uk/AMD2024P

STRATTON MOTOR COMPANY

No one knows Aston Martin better than us

Over 200 years of collective experience selling, servicing, repeairing and restoring Aston Martin
Fixed price servicing from £679 - Extensive inventory of classic Aston Martin parts
We are now fitting Apple CarPlay, please ask for more details
Large stock of Aston Martins Available

= —y Ipswich Rd, Long Stratton NR15 2XX]

LS 01508 530491 | kevin@strattonmotorcompany.coni

HERITAGE [www.strattonmotorcompany.com|
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ULTIMATE MUSIC GUIDE

Your definitive guide to a world of
classic music. Every guide features
in-depth new writing, legendary
interviews and encounters.

VIEW THE FULL
COLLECTION HERE

SHOP.KELSEY.CO.UK/MUSIC-GUIDES
CALL 01959 543 747

Hotline open Monday to Friday B.30am-5.30pm.
Calls charged at your standard network rate.
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GARRY TAYLOR

THE CYGNET PROBLEM

N EARLY 2019, the Aston Martin Heritage Trust was
fortunate to display the one-off Aston Martin V8 Cygnet that
had a 4.7-litre from a Vantage S somehow squeezed under
the bonnet. It was a visitor draw and the common view was,
“Now that is what the Cygnet should have been.”

If only that was the case, because if you want to get a lively reaction
from an Aston Martin enthusiast just mention Cygnet. Describing it as
aMarmite car doesn’t even cover it—many loathiit to the core and for
some others, well, there is not much
love to spread around. Yet so few
have actually seen a car inthe metal
letalone satinone.

There's been plenty written
onwhy the Cygnet failed, having
only produced 798 cars against
aprojected 4,000 annually over
its brief lifespan, but | feel the reason why there’s so much anger
directed at it for not being a real Aston Martin was because no
mechanical changes were made whatsoever to its ToyotaiQ
origins. Furthermore, it sounded like a washing machine on a fast
spin. Hardly the V8 of that unique model. It also apparently stretched
credibility being just aniQ with a fancy grille and leather interior, and
nobody was buying that idea of a luxury urban runabout.

| suspect Aston Martin knew they had to overcome the ‘not
invented here’ obstacle because at the AMHT we have a copy of
the Dealer Marketing Toolbox explaining everything about the car.
Inits Key Message section, it says, “The Cygnet is an Aston Martin;
the same materials and levels of craftsmanship as our sports cars;

It sounded like a
washing machine on
a fast spin

- SOLVED?

same levels of personalisation as our sports cars; sold and serviced
through AM dealers.” | cannotimagine a DB12 Toolbox having to
refer to the car as a real Aston Martin by way of reassurance.

| feel Aston Martin missed an easy trick to lift it above the iQ
entrapment just by changing the exhaust. Do bear with me. Being
aCygnet owner (the car in the above image is mine) one of my
frustrations was the driving experience. The appalling understeer at
speed | can deal with but not the engine noise, or lack of it. So when
my local dealer fitted a QuickSilver
sports exhaust it was transformed.
Not only a power hike (okay, 3bhp
is hardly a hike) but it had better
acceleration through the gearsand a
pleasant, muted rumble in the cabin.
Suddenly it wasn'tafancy iQ but
maybe, just maybe, an Aston Martin.

Perhaps the company didn’'t go down that route, or even super/
turbo charging as it was rumoured, due to very expensive type
approval or further crash testing since the iQ had already ticked
those boxes.

Owners today have a very rare car fetching solid prices and | am
sensing a softening of the sour attitude. Not everyone will change
their minds but not everyone has sat in the luxurious cabin or even
driven one - flash exhaust or not.

As well as being a lifelong advocate of the brand, Garry is
currently a trustee of the Aston Martin Heritage Trust

U "'
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GUY WYLES

GROWING UP WITH ASTONS

Y FASCINATION with speed started in childhood
with a Yamaha PW50 scrambler and grew

with the engines, from the petulant 125s to the
thumping 450s.

Mobile phones weren't commonplace then,
and my friends and | would race the local lads on scooters in the
nearby fields. They were carefree days and my understanding of
money was gauged by how much petrol it would buy.

As might be clear, | was lucky enough to have relaxed and
encouraging parents. Importantly, though, they were (and still are)
diehard petrolheads to the extent that certain jokes aren't amusing
in our household. Like suggesting a Ferrari for awedding car or a
fondness for Teslas.

April Fools' Day was a particularly
vibrant time of year,and my
father has always been a skilled
practitioner. When | was 11and
having suffered his pranks for years,
my mother, sister and | hit back by hiding several of his Astonsina
nearby field. We even mocked up a break-in, with great success. It's
safe to say he was not amused.

One of the few rules growing up was ‘no riding motorbikes on the
public road’ and so at 17 | bought a 1978 MGB Roadster in Pageant
Blue, which | helped rebuild (read as, got in the way) at Chiltern
Aston during the summer holiday. The hideous and extremely heavy
rubber bumpers were removed, the suspension lowered, and the
original asthmatic engine swapped for a tuned 2.0-litre.

| drove the car to the Benicassim music festival in southern Spain
the day after we had fitted the engine, somehow finding a garage at
6pm on the Saturday evening in the South of France for its first oil

I once ‘borrowed’ my
father’s V8 Vantage

My father had worked with Aston Martins since 1968, when he
started the business, meaning our front drive was often teaming
with several examples. And so | grew up, quite literally, around these
beautiful cars. Naturally this incurred some untoward behaviour and
more than alittle risk.

My sister’s first bicycle ride without stabilisers was a panic-
stricken moment for the spectators when she careered towards
one of his cars, ending in a ‘dad dash’ any fielder would be proud of.

She later chipped the paintwork of another having opened the
door alittle too forcefully. We had this corrected at the workshop
and managed to keep the episode hidden from our parents for
many years —no mean feat! | will always be grateful to the Chiltern
bodywork team for that.

It wasn'tjust my sister.lonce
‘borrowed’ my father’s V8 Vantage
while he was in the States and
stupidly thundered past his preferred
pubin the local village, which assured
my undoing. Our proximity to these expensive hand-built cars
wasn't always aliability, though, and proved useful at times.

We lived less than a mile from the workshops and could always
tellwhen Dad was setting off for home if he was driving an Aston, as
he often did.

For animminent trip to Le Mans, my father removed the silencers
from the optional big bore exhaust of his V8 Vantage V550, much to
my delight at the time. After his tinkering you could hear him coming
from several miles away, giving ample warning were one to be
having anillicit cigarette, for instance.

After growing up with these cars, Guy is now a director at

change. | stillown JLO’ (pictured above) and drove it to the office the ~ established marque specialist, Chiltern Aston

day lwrote this.

[chilternaston.co.uk]
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ROB HAWKINS

WHO WOULD WANT TO BUY A DB47?

ILST WRITING the buying guide to the DB4
inthisissue of AMD, | couldn’t answer a niggling
questionin the back of my mind concerning
who would be seriously interested in what |

had to say. And the reason for such a thought

is because of the cost of buying a DB4. If you can find a restoration
project, then don't expect much change out of £150k, but it will
have to remainin an unroadworthy
condition unless you have nearly
twice that amount spare to restoreiit.

Should you want to skip the
gamble of buying a restoration
project and instead find an example
you candrive, then prepare to spend
atleast half a million quid, or several
millions if you want something
special, such as a Zagato.

So, it might be one of the most
beautiful and desirable Astons made
to date, but the DB4 is unaffordable
for most of us, orisit? That all depends. Those values | mentioned
sound eye-watering. Few of us have a spare half a million pounds
lying around in a bank account to even consider investingin
aDB4, but there is another side to this argument that's not so
straightforward to explain.

Not surprisingly, most people are in this price league, but not
through choice, but circumstance. And the housing market is the
reason with its over-inflated prices.

Inthe UK for instance, the average house price at present
according to some sources is almost £300k. That's twice the price
of buying a dilapidated DB4. Whilst this doesn’t mean we should all
consider buying a DB4, what it doesiillustrate is that there are some

For avehicle that’s
S0 expensive to buy,
surely the cost of
partsis going to be
crippling

aspects of life that we currently accept as being expensive and
potentially unaffordable, but we have to find a way of paying for it.

Brand-new cars, especially electric vehicles are another example
of this argument, with the likes of Porsche’s Taycan range costing
£90-£100k, yet owners seem to find a way of acquiring them
through leasing for instance instead of buying them outright.

Should you manage to find a way of buying a DB4, then the next
hurdle concerns the costs of running
and repairing it. For a vehicle that's so
expensive to buy, surely the cost of
partsis going to be crippling.

Thisis where my buying guide
really got me thinking. The cost of
parts is not extortionate and many
of the mechanical components
can be found on other vehicles,
so0 they are more readily available
than expected. Brake components
for instance, consist of parts made
by Dunlop, Girling and Lockheed,
and the differential is a Salisbury 4 HA. Many of these parts are still
available and not too costly —a brake caliper costs around £200,
which is almost a third of the price of one for a DB7 Vantage.

| admit though that there are some potentially painful and
unexpected costs, as with any high-performance car. An engine
rebuild can easily cost around £25k, but if you know anyone with a
TDV6 engine Range Rover or Land Rover who has had to pay for a
new engine, then such an amountisn’t too terrifying.

My arguments for buying a DB4 may leave you wondering what
the answer is, and I'm not trying to say that everyone is rich enough
to afford these cars. But we are in aworld where high values are in
some cases part of life.
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Tvvenw-ﬁve vears aftel‘ the DB4 GT EALOUSY.IT can do odd things to an average

person. It can make the most placid of husbands

Zagat(), ASt()]‘] Ma]‘t]]‘] once aga]n getintofist fights over their wives, make normally

careful neighbours become debt-ridden as they

tur]‘led o the Italians o CIOthe one try to compete with each other and transforms

usually careful drivers into Max Verstappen if

Of its cars. The I'GSUlt Was an Eighties they're overtaken by lesser powered cars.

. . It can also make owners of a tiny but prestigious car
Supel car lCOll, the V8 ZagatO. But IS manufacturer instigate one of the most memorable cars
. . of the Eighties even though the company was severely
the car worthy of its ancestry? prokeat the time.
When Aston Martin’s then chairman, Victor Gauntlett,

WORDS PAUL WALTON was at the 1984 Geneva Motor Show and witnessed

PHOTOGRAPHY ROBERT GEORGE how many deposits Ferrariand Porsche were taking for p
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their 288 GTO and Gruppe B prototype
(later called the 959) respectively, he
grew jealous. He too wanted a slice of this
emerging low volume supercar market.

The fact that the company had no
money for such a car didn’t deter him.
With Aston Martin’s brand just as strong
as those of the Italian and German
companies, Gauntlett reckoned it was
possible to re-create the same high level
of interest with its own low volume model.
He reasoned this would be especially true
if Aston Martin joined forces with another
iconic name that originally worked with
the British firm a quarter of a century
earlier and had designed one of its most
famous models.

And so, while still at the show, Victor
together with Aston Martin's major
shareholder, Peter Livanos, went to see
the Zagato brothers, the Italian designers
who had been responsible for the DB4
GT Zagato of the Sixties. Would Gianni
and Elio be interested in designing a
high-performance, low volume car based

on the existing V8 Vantage chassis? The
answer was animmediate yes.

“They were very enthusiastic,” Victor
told me during an interview with himin
2000, three years before he passed away,
“and | got the impression they had been
waiting to follow their famous Sixties
Aston Martin DB4 for some time.”

The resultis one of the most enigmatic
yet still controversial cars in the company’s
long history; the V8 Zagato. The hard and
angular lines might have been very different
fromboth the car it was based on and its
DB4 ancestor, but an uprated engine made
itincredibly powerful.

Four decades after the project started,
isit time to reassess the car and itsimpact
it made on the company?

Things moved swiftly after the Geneva
Motor Show. In April 1984, Livanos
together with the company’s then director
of engineering, Michael Bowler, visited
Carrozzeria Zagato in Milan to discuss the
car’s brief including its specification and
performance targets.
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It needed to use the same 5.3-litre V8
and ZF-sourced five-speed gearbox as
the Vantage, and also break the 300kph
(180mph) barrier that the Ferrari 288 GTO
and Porsche 959 were expected to reach.
But with the V8 considered to be at the
limit of its development, the car must also
be lighter than the standard model plus
have alower drag coefficient.

More importantly, due to expensive
and timely recertification constraints,
few changes could be made to the V8
Vantage’s existing chassis. “To build a
completely new car would have taken
too much time and money that we simply
didn't have,” explained Gauntlett tomein
2000.

In July of that year, Gianni Zagato and
the company’s chief designer, Giuseppe
Mittino, went to Newport Pagnell to show
Aston Martin’s management some early
design outlines. Although very different
to the standard model or any other Aston
Martin for that matter, Gauntlett still liked
what he was presented with. “As soon as |
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saw the sketches,” he continued tomein
2000, “Ithought, ‘We're off!”

Not everyone was quite so positive,
though. “There was a pill to swallow with
the design —there’s no doubt about it — but
everybody appreciated we had to work
with the fixed points we had got,” said
Kingsley Riding-Felce, Aston Martin’s
then UK sales manager, during a 2022
interview. “You can't just move things
about without spending considerable
money on crash testing.”

It was around this time that Aston
Martin decided to limit production of
the new car tojust 50 examples. The
figure was deemed the right balance
between retaining exclusivity but also for
recuperating design, development and
tooling costs.

A sketch of the car was revealed to the
press and public on1March 1985. Due to
the allure of these two iconic companies
joining forces once again, adrawing and
basic specification sheet was deemed
adequate to create all the interest
required to sell the car. And sure enough,
by August of the same year, 50 customers
had laid down the requisite £30k deposit
for a car that they hadn't yet seen never
mind driven.

“There was a backbone of customers
from the Middle East, Europe and the
UK,” explained David Eales — then head of
Aston Martin's Works Service —in 2022,
“guys who would have one of everything
we produced.”

When the Zagato was announced in
1985, the car’s original price was £87Kk, but
by the time customers took delivery a year
later, this had increased to £95k.

Incredibly, the finished car made
its debut at the 1986 Geneva Motor
Show, just 12 months after the design
was revealed. “To go from sketches to
complete pilot production carsin 12
months s very rapid progress,” admitted
Bowler at the time, “which can only be
achieved when two companies can work
together as well as Aston Martin and
Zagato have done.”

Gauntlett also praised working with the
famed carrozzeria. “The [Zagato] brothers
are wonderfully ltalian,” he said tomein
2000, “and by that | mean they have a
positive Italian temperament that never
wants to let you down. It was a pleasure
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to work withthem.” As well as cars on
both the Aston Martin and Zagato stands,
athird example was placed on the roof

of the Beau Rivage Hotel that overlooks
Geneva's Lac Léman. “We were trying to
make a statement,” continued Kingsley

in 2022. “When you think of the size of
Jaguar and Ford, and there was little old
Aston Martin that managed to draw so
much press by putting the car on the roof
—everyone at the motor show had to drive
past it every day. They must have thought,
‘God almighty, Aston has done it to us
again’. It certainly got us talked about.”

With its wide DB2-like grille, there
was no doubting the car’s heritage but
although it used the same wheelbase as
the Vantage, at 14ft 4.75in, the car was
around a foot shorter giving itamuch
squatter appearance while its lines were
squarer and more angular.

“Mittino designed a perfect line for the
body, the car was super-flat,” explained
Elio Zagato's son and the company’s
current CEO, Andrea, in 2022. “We were
trying to do something futuristic, like the
Lagondawas.”

Together with the discreet but still
evident ‘double bubble’ roof, along-
standing Zagato trademark, the result was
avery dramatic and unique-looking car.

But alas the critics were not always
complimentary about its design especially
compared to the original DB4 Zagato.
“Aesthetically, the new car is very distant
fromthe old,” opined Motorsportinits
September 1987 issue, “its forms are
linear, extruded rather than plastic; its
headlamps rather intrude on a flattened
but still recognisable grille, and front heavy
bunched-tail profile has been supplanted
by a shallow Eighties wedge with a
separate glass area added.”

Yet when | spoke to Gauntlett 14
years after the car’s debut, he remained
unrepentant about the direction of its
design. “You always get resistance when
launching anew car and you can’t please
everyone,” he told me. “Aston Martin
couldn’t sell the original Zagato DB4
and yet they are worth a fortune today.”
Unsurprisingly, Gauntlett bought one (still
owning it when | spoke to himin 2000) as
did Peter Livanos.

One of the most controversial aspects
of the design was the power bulge to
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house the airbox for the quad Weber 48
IDF carburettors. The car was supposed
to have the same Magneti Marelli fuel-
injection system that Aston Martin had
recently introduced for the standard V8
model, which would have resulted in a flat
bonnet. But it was later decided this would
not have produced the sufficient power
needed to achieve the desired 300kph
top speed.

Said Andrea Zagatoin 2022, “At the last
minute they [Aston Martin] asked for the
bubble [for the carburettors]; we said wed
doit,but we didn'tlikeitatall.”

Those Webers together with high-lift
camshafts, larger porting to the cylinder
heads plus a10.2:1 compression ratio
resultedin a 410bhp version of the V8,
later called the 580X, that was originally
developed for the standard Vantage.

Zagato had initially wanted adrag
coefficient of 0.29, but using the University
of Southampton’s wind tunnel it reached a
still praiseworthy 0.32. This was achieved
via the use of flush-fitting glass and
headlamps, plus a tiny window opening;
the driver and passenger windows were
fixed, containing a small drop section.

Together with the Zagato weighing
1,650kg, around 170kg less than a
standard Vantage, it was incredibly
fast. At around the same time as the
first production cars were delivered
to customersin July 1986, a French
motoring magazine, Sport-Auto, achieved
185.32mph on a French autoroute using
the factory prototype.

“Once on the road, the Zagato eats up
the long straights,” said the UK title Motor
inits July 21986 issue. “Once moving, its
progress is magnificently effortless. Like
most fast cars, it's asifitisn't constrained
by the physical laws of gravity and
air resistance. Unlike most fast cars,
however, it fools its driver into thinking
that its blistering growling pace is normal,
comfortable and undramatic.”

The car’s production process was
both lengthy and complicated. Rolling
chassis complete with engine, gearbox,
suspension and wiring were constructed
at Newport Pagnell before being shipped
to Milan. After being shaped the old-
fashioned way on a wooden master buck,
the largely aluminium panels (the nose
and rear section were froma glass- >
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fibre composite) were then added and
the interior trimmed. The completed cars
were then transported back to Aston
Martin for testing.

Despite the initial high demand for the
car, Aston Martin kept its word — just — since
52 were produced. To capitalise onthe
continuing market, a Volante version arrived
in1987 that was again the work of Giuseppe
Mittino. “It wasn't part of the original plan,”
continued Andreain 2022. “It was born from
anidea from Zagato and presentedasa
sketch during the building of the coupe.”

Although production followed the same
process as the coupe, when the rolling
chassis was sent to Zagato to be bodied
there was additional bracing added to
improve torsional rigidity. Plus, the engine
was a 305bhp version of the V8 with fuel
injection meaning the convertible had the
flat bonnet Mittino had originally wanted.

“lunderstand why the convertible had
to have the fuel-injected engine, because
there were concerns about the hood at
speed,” continued Kingsley. “If you saw
this thing blatting down the Autobahn with
the Vantage engine, the hood would be
blown up like a hot-air balloon.”

But by now, the market for low volume,
high-performance cars like this was
softening and just 37 Zagato Volantes
were sold until production ceased in 1988.

Together with the 52 coupes, the 87
produced makes the V8 Zagato one of
the British company’s rarest production
models from the past four decades. Yet
still they helped to bolster the company’s

finances long enough for Ford to buy a
stake in 1987 and outright six years later.

Despite the financial importance of the
cars, as soon as production finished, the
87 fellinto alimbo. Arguably not as pretty
as the standard Vantage but also too fast
and toorare to be forgotten, they were often
overlooked in favour of the standard and
always popular model. While the cars that
compelled Gauntlett to start the project
have always been collectable, the 288
GTOand 959, it took time for the Zagato to
receive the same level of desirability. Evenin
the early 2000s they were still only around
their original asking price.

But time has been kind to the car and
the designisn't perhaps as controversial
asitwas 40 years ago. As interest has
risen, so have their values; coupes
like the car featured are today worth
between £300k and £350k. Admittedly,
still chicken feed compared toaDB4 GT
Zagato butit's a slight premium over a V8
Vantage from the same era.

Personally, I've always reckoned the car
was pretty. Actually, that’s the wrong word;
they’re too squat, too wide and too stocky
to be described as such. What they are
instead is very masculine, the lack of front
and rear overhangs making them arguably
more so than the already aggressive-
looking Vantage. From every angle, it's a
car that clearly means business.

At the time of the Zagato's 1986 launch,
its cabin was often criticised for its
sombre appearance; it didn't even have
any veneer, although some cars did have
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this fitted later. “The layout of the switches
and minor controls —and the general
appearance of the interior —are scarcely
designed or finished to the delight of the
eye,” said Motorsportin1987.

So haphazard is the centre console
thatit doesn't look like it's been designed
but rather that all the buttons have been
thrown randomly into place. Plus, perhaps
as expected for alow volume model, |
can spot plenty of outsourced equipment
including Vauxhall Astra steering column
stalks, Jaguar switchgear plus Lotus dials.

Yetin my view, these humble
components have been harmoniously
integrated into an admittedly utilitarian
but still stylish cabin. The seats are so
beautifully sculptured they look like
an occasional chair by famed interior
designer Ludwig Mies van der Rohe.

It doesn't take long to realise thisis an
unbelievably fast car, the acceleration
arriving quickly, effortlessly and if 'm being
honest, alittle scarily too. As | squeeze
the throttle even harder, the gravelly roar
coming from the V8 starts to fill the cabin
in the same way Tchaikovsky's rousing
1812 Overture would the Royal Albert Hall.

The ZF-sourced ‘box has adog-leg
first and, although stiff at first, glides
into higher gears easier at speed, the
smoothness of the action aiding the car’s
performance. Although powered, the
steering s stillaccurate and offers plenty
of resistance which together with the
composed chassis and controlled body
lean allows me to take corners surprisingly
quickly. The V8 Zagato might have been a
controversial car when new butit's clear
it's never a disappointing one to drive.

It's animportant one too. It not only
gave Aston Martin a much-needed cash
injection, but as the company’s first all-new
design since the DBS two decades earlier,
some publicity too.

And finally, it's a highly desirable one.
Not only have those angular lines softened
over time, but its high performance makes
it just as exciting as other low volume
supercars from the Eighties and Nineties
I've driven such as a Ferrari F40 and
Jaguar XJ220.

So not only was jealousy the main
instigator behind the car 40 years ago, it’s
also what most of us now feel whenever
we see one. AMD
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Foreign affairs

Aston Martin has along history of its cars being rebodied by
Italian coachbuilders. From a DB3 coupe in the early Fifties to
a Rapide Shooting Brake six decades later, we look at some of

those that were converted

WORDS PAUL WALTON | IMAGES AMD ARCHIVE
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Carrozzeria Alfredo Vignale
THE TURIN-based Vignale is arguably
the first ltalian coachbuilder to rebody
apost-war Aston Martin, when it gave
the third DB3 a stylish new coupe body.
Originally a works car, it was bought in
May 1953 by a wealthy French driver,
Michel Poberejsky, who commissioned
Vignale to design a lightweight coupe
body.

Poberejsky then entered the DB3
into the last endurance race of the
season, the 12 Hours of Casablanca
in December, when he and Aston
Martin team driver Roy Salvadori
finished fourth overall. In 1954, the
Frenchman returned the car to Aston
Martin to have the latest DB3S engine
fitted, before replacing the coupe with
aFerrari 750 Monza the following
year. At some point in the late Fifties,
the Vignale bodywork was removed
and fitted to a Ferrari 340 America.
The fate of the Aston Martinitself is
unknown.

Perhaps a better-known connection
that Aston Martin has with Vignale
is acar made for aking.In 1954 and
keen to raise Aston Martin’s brand, the
company sent 12 DB2/4 rolling chassis
to several European coachbuilders.

Vignale received two of these in
September the same year and both
were given a handsome fastback body
with awrap-around rear screen. The
first— LML/802 —was commissioned
by King Baudouin of Belgium who took
delivery on 10 March the following year.
Perhaps preferring the standard DB2
he also owned at the time, the king only
kept the Vignale for a few years before
selling it to one of his aides.

It would have several other owners,
including an American serviceman who
took it home with himin the Sixties. When
the car was found in a Virginia scrapyard
during the early Nineties, it wasinavery
dilapidated state. The car was finally
restored by marque specialist Aston
Workshop in the late 2010s. A second
example based on chassis LML/608
was produced for a French customer
but this has long since disappeared.

Carrozzeria Touring

IN 1955, Aston Martin sent three DB2/4
chassis to Carrozzeria Touring in Milan
to berebodied. The brief from chairman
(Sir) David Brown was to develop amore
dramatic-looking roadster than the
standard drophead coupe.

The trio are important since they
would be the first Aston Martins built
using Touring's Superleggera method
of construction that consists of a body

frame made up of small-diameter tubes
covered with aluminium body panels.

The resultant Spider was the work of
Federico Formenti, Touring’s talented
chief designer. A handsome and elegant
design, the cars kept their roots thanks to
agrille that although wider was similar in
shape to that of the standard model.

After making its debut at the 1956 Milan
Motor Show in April, despite the model's
good looks, no more were ordered.

More importantly, the cars started a
link between Touring and Aston Martin
that later resulted in the Italian company
designing the DB4 in 1958. Although it —
and the future DB5 and DB6 —also used
the Superleggera construction, Aston
Martin received a licence from Touring
todo soin-house.

Aston Martin turned to the company
one final time in 1966 when it was
looking to replace the DB6, sending two
chassis to Milan. Although the resultant
prototypes — called the DBS —were
handsome and very sleek, the time and
expense it would take to productionise
the design meant Aston Martin turned
to the arguably more modern William
Towns model instead, which arrived a
year later.

With Touring being wound up not
long after due to alack of commissions,
these were the last Aston Martins to be
designed by the coachbuilder.
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Gruppo Bertone
SEVEN DB2 chassis were rebodied
by the Turin-based Bertone in the
mid-Forties. Yet it wasn't Aston Martin
behind the modifications but an
American dealer, Stanley H. “Wacky”
Arnolt, who had obtained the rights
to sell the cars of several British
manufacturersin the Chicago area.

In1952, Wacky met Nuccio
Bertone at the Turin Auto Salon, later
commissioning the ltalian coachbuilder
to build a limited run of custom-bodied
MG TDs which were sold through his
Chicago showroom. This relationship
soon expanded with Bertone
collaborating with the dealer on avery
pretty rebodied Bristol.

Avyear later, Arnolt bought five
Aston Martin DB2/4s, again sending
them to Bertone to be rebodied. The
quintet was transformed into a trio of
competition-style Spiders plus a pair of
more luxurious convertibles.

Two more found their way to
Bertone's Turin studio in 1954; one
was configured into a unique two-seat
convertible dubbed the Indiana (which
Stanley Arnolt retained for his personal

use until 1960) while the second was
made into the only coupe of the series.

These weren't the only Astons
Bertone would rebody. Two months
after the Zagato variant was unveiled
in October 1960, Aston Martin sent
the final standard DB4GT chassis
to Italy. Butinstead of to Zagato,
chassis DB4GT/0201/L headed to
Bertone where it was transformed
into a notchback coupe by the
coachbuilder’s young but talented
designer, the 22-year-old Giorgetto
Giugiaro. This was the first of two
Aston Martin concepts he would
design.
Called the Jet, the car made its
debut on Bertone's stand at the 1961
Geneva Motor Show where, despite
its handsome looks, the car was
overshadowed by the brand-new
Jaguar E-type that was also revealed
at the same time. The sole example
survives.

Fifty years later, Bertone returned
to rebodying an Aston Martin when
a British car collector, Barry Weir,
commissioned it to produce a
four-door shooting brake body for a
Rapide, the Jet 2+2. Due to the positive
response following the car’s debut
at the 2013 Geneva Show, Bertone
did plan to put the car into limited
production, but the company went
into receivership shortly after meaning
those plans never came to fruition.
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Zagato

ARGUABLY THE most famous Italian
coachbuilder to rebody Aston Martin’s
carsis the Milan-based Zagato. The
connection started in 1960 when the
British car builder commissioned the
Italian coachbuilder to design an even
lighter and more aerodynamic version
of the DB4GT.

Designed by Zagato's Ercole Spada
—who later went on to pen several
cars for Alfa Romeo and Lancia plus
the Ford GT70 concept and E45
generation of the BMW 5 Series —the
elegant metalwork shaved 183kg off
the weight of the standard DB4, while
ahigher 9.7:1 compression ratio engine
delivered 314bhp, anincrease of ten
over the GT.

Debuting at the 1960 London Motor
Show, just 19 would be produced, the
bodies made in Italy before being sent
to Newport Pagnell where the cars
were assembled.

In1991, and using unallocated
chassis numbers from the original
series, four Sanction Il cars were
produced. Although Aston Martin
was behind the project, the chassis
were from the renowned British
specialist, RS Williams, before being
sent to Milan for Zagato to add the
body. A year later and using leftover
parts from the Sanction Il project,
two Sanction lll examples were built.
In 2019, Aston Martin Works made a
further 199 DB4GT Zagato Continuation
cars. Zagato and Aston Martin joined

forces again in the mid-Eighties fora V8
Vantage-based car. An enthusiast of the
original DB4GT model, the project was the
idea of chairman Victor Gauntlett. Just 89
were produced between 1986 and 1990;
52 coupes and 37 convertibles.

There would be no more Aston Martins
designed by the Italian coachbuilder until
the early 2000s when the company'’s then
chairman, Dr Ulrich Bez, was on the same
judging panel for the 2001 Pebble Beach
Concours d'Elegance as Andrea Zagato,
grandson of the coachbuilder’s founder,
Ugo. They soon came up with the idea
of joining forces again, creatingacarin
the spirit of the two companies’ previous
ventures.

The model chosen as the basis was
the DB7 that was given a new, very
European coupe body by Zagato's chief
designer, Norihiko Harada. The cars
were constructed by Opac, a Turin-
based specialist in low-volume cars,
before being transported to Aston’'s
new facility at Gaydon for paint followed
by Aston Martin's small factory located

outside Bloxham in Oxfordshire for
final assembly. Just 99 were produced,
all using the same 435bhp version

of Aston’s 6.0-litre V12 and the same
Tremec six-speed manual gearbox as
the DB7 GT.

A convertible version —the AR1
—followed the following year. Again
the work of Harada, it looked largely
similar to the coupe but since the car
was aimed at the warm, dry states of
America, such as California, there was
no roof. It too used the same running
gear asthe DB7 GT and again just 99
were produced.

In 2004, Zagato developed a pretty
roadster concept based on the Vanquish.
Despite hundreds of requests for a
production model following its debut at
that year's Geneva Motor Show, the sole
blue prototype remained a one-off.

For the 50th anniversary of the
DB4GT Zagato, the two came together
with a car based on the V12 Vantage.
Available as either aroad or racing car,
Aston Martin Racing competed two V12
examples throughout 2011 and 2012.
Despite initially saying 150 would be
produced, alack of orders meant just 61
left Aston Martin's Gaydon factory.

To celebrate Aston's 100th
anniversary in 2013, Zagato designed
three unique concepts. The DB9-
based Spider Zagato Centennial was
commissioned by an American car
collector, Peter Read, and was a one-off
model that took inspiration from the
DB7 Zagato. A Japanese collector was
responsible for commissioning the
second, the DBS-based Centennial
Coupe. Reminiscent of Zagato
models from the Fifties, it featured the
coachbuilder’s signatory ‘double bubble’
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roof as did the third Centennial model.
This time based on a Virage, it had the
same square nose as the other two but a
unigue shooting brake body.

Inmany ways these three concepts
set the standard for a quartet of Zagato-
designed cars that were based on the
Vanquish. These included a coupe and
Volante in 2016 which were followed by
a Shooting Brake and Speedster a year
later. Just 325 were produced; 99 each
of the first three body types and amere
28 Speedsters.

Due to the long association between
these twoiconic brands, it can't be
long before we see another Zagato-
designed Aston Martin.

Carrozzeria Allemano

BASED ON chassis LML/761, this is the
only DB2/4 rebodied by the Turin-based
coachbuilder Serafino Allemano. Bought
by Mr. J. O'Hana of Casablanca, a good
friend of (Sir) David Brown, the coupe left
the Feltham factory in 1953 with a 3.0-litre
DB3-specification engine.

Designed by Giovanni Savonuzzi,it's
said the design was the inspiration for the
later DB4. Although purely conjecture,
there’s no doubting the resemblance
between the two. The sole Allemano
Aston Martin survives.

X

Italdesign Giugiaro
AT THE 2001 Geneva Motor Show, the
Turin-based ltaldesign Giugiaro revealed
aunique DB7-based concept. Called the
Twenty Twenty, it was a 2+2 targa top
sports car. What made the car unusual was
an exposed aluminium space frame with
bonded non-load-bearing carbon fibre and
plastic composite body panels.

Although the car received plenty
of positive attention, there was never
any chance the Twenty Twenty would
reach production. “We're flattered that
international designers such as Giugiaro
want to pay attention to Aston Martin,”
explained Dr Ulrich Bez at the time. “It's an
interesting design, but it's Giugiaro's vision.”

Carrozzeria Ghia

DEBUTING AT the 1993 Geneva Show,
the Lagonda Vignale was a large four-
door saloon designed by Ghia Design
(part of the Ford family since 1973 but
still based in Turin). With Ghia by now
better known as aFord trim level, it

was named after another Italian design
studio that the American firm had

bought the same year. Only three were
made; two Lincoln Town Car-based
concepts plus a slightly smaller version
that used a Jaguar-sourced chassis
and V12 engine. It was in this format that
Aston Martin Lagonda hoped the car
would reach production but when this
never happened, the V12 prototype was
sold to a collector in the Middle East.
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. Produced in 1995, this DB7 was an early
8% Aston Martin press car, appearing in several
& publications throughout the mid-Nineties. Still \
!,\. with only its first owner, we look at the history — [EHERsS2 ‘
TN of this important example s
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OUMIGHT not think it, but

this 1995 DB7 is arguably

asimportant as the DB5

that appeared in Goldfinger.

Althoughit lacks any machine
guns, an ejector seat or rear shield, it gave
the model almost as much exposure as
the Bond film did its iconic predecessor
30 vyears earlier.

As former press car, lent to motoring
journalists like me to assess for
magazines like this, it continued to show
that the DB7 was a new kind of Aston, a
smaller, cheaper, and more accessible
car than the current V8 models. Plus, it
also demonstrated the model had been
improved over the well-documented
problematic early versions from the year
before. The fact that the DB7 became
the company’s most successful model,
until the V8 Vantage that arrived almost a
decade later, is partly due toits time in the
media.

Chassis 100358 —a right-hand-drive
coupe with the Getrag five-speed manual
transmission —was started at Aston
Martin's Bloxham facility on 4 July 1995 -
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and completed six weeks later. Finished
in Brecon Black (a dark metallic grey),
like all early DB7s it was painted at Rolls-
Royce’s plant in Crewe before being
trimmed at the Newport Pagnell factory.
The seats were in Parchment, the dash
was Oxblood while the carpets were
red making it one of only three DB7s
made with this configuration, the other
two being 100008 and 100384. The car
was then registered N945 DNM on 26
August.

It's clear the DB7’s destination was
known from the outset since an early
Works Service invoice from September
the same year was made outin the
name of Aston Martin's PR department,
which at the time was located at the
Newport Pagnell factory. Apparently,
100358 was one of 15 DB7s used by
the company'’s press office during the
model’'s decade-long lifespan.

It's thought the car’s first media
appearance was in the November 1995
issue of the British title, Performance
Car, for a feature entitled, 'New and
Improved!'. Referencing the many
problems early examples suffered from

Issue thirteen

(including the magazine’s former long-
termtest car losing its power steering
while at 150mph on the Millbrook Proving
Ground’s two-mile, high-speed bowl),
road test editor John Barker explained
that due to the many changes Aston
Martin had made to the DB7 in the
intervening 12 months, 100358 was a big
improvement.

“Here on the gravel forecourt at
Newport Pagnellis the evidence: an
N-plated DB7 with a shade under 1,000
miles onits odometer,” he wrote. “It's
number 358 and it looks right. The close,
even panel gaps and perfect metallic grey
paint are things you almost sense rather
than see, and also what you expect onan
£80,000 car, evenifit’s a ‘bargain’ Aston.”

The DB7 also made it on the front cover
of the 22 November 1995 issue of Autocar
under the headline, ‘007: DB7 —the car he
should be driving'.

Since it was a BMW Z3 and not the
Aston that appeared in that year’s Bond
film, Goldeneye, the magazine decided
to show what could have been by driving
the car to various locations connected
to the British spy including Kent, Eton
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and London. To further illustrate its

Bond car potential, 100358 was then
driven to Newport Pagnell when it was
photographed alongside the actual Silver
Birch DB5 used in the latest film.

“I haven't seen Goldeneye,” said the
article’s writer, Michael Harvey, “but I've
seen the new Bond, Pierce Brosnan, and
he looks just perfect for the role. Just like
the DB7.”

Harvey also referenced the problems
of the early press cars, but he too was
impressed with 100358. “DB7s remain
unchanged,” continued Harvey, “except
that the problems with the ill-fitting
window glass have been resolved and
thereis a general sense of much greater
quality to the car’s exterior.”

The car was also used for Aston
Martin's own marketing material. It's not
sure whether it was taken while being
serviced in September or later but the
grey DB7 can be clearly seeninablack
and white photograph of Aston Martin's
Works Service at Newport Pagnell that
appeared in a1995 sales brochure. Also
visible, walking towards the reception,
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is Works Service's then manager Keith
Riddington and technician David Webb.

“Iremember that photo like it was
yesterday,” said Keith to the car’s
current owner recently, “and it was used
worldwide and at all motor shows. It was
avery cold day and | cannot divulge what
David and | were discussing and it took a
couple of goes until this was produced.
The photo was blown up to see if we
were holding hands and then it was
decidedtouseit.”

The other time 100358 is known to have
appeared in the pressis the 16 March
1996 issue of the Daily Mail when Simon
Le Bon, the lead singer of the British
band Duran Duran, and his supermodel
wife, Yasmin, were pictured with the car.
After both taking it for a test drive, the pair
gave their thoughts to journalist Matthew
Gwyther for a feature in the paper entitled,
‘Whirl about town’.

“This DBY7 is the first car I've actually
liked driving for years,” said the musician.
“The truthis, it's not an out-and-out sports
car like a Ferrari or Lamborghini. It's a
really comfortable grand tourer.”
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The black and white brochure shot from
1995 showing 100358 in the Works Service
department facing the camera with aplain
DB7 number plate

— Whirl about town

The piece in the Daily Mail from 16 March
1996 when 100358 was driven by Simon and
YasminLe Bon
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Yasmin —who admitted in the piece that
she was a classic car enthusiast —didn't
think the 335bhp DB7 was fast enough,
saying she was disappointed she couldn’t
“bare my teeth at traffic lights,” and, “for
that sort of money, I'd be after a bit more
sportiness.” However, the supermodel
did appreciate the car’s heritage and how
it was built. “You are investing inawhole
craft culture, evenif this one isn't beaten
out of sheets of aluminium by hand as
other Astons are. It's got that feel of real
quality aboutit.”

After almost 18 months of press and
marketing duties, in April 1997 the car
was put up for sale through one of Aston
Martin’'s franchised dealers, Paramount
in Derby, where it caught the eye of
Andrew Burford. He tells me he had been
considering a Ferrari 355 at the time, but
thought them too flash so chose the more
discreet DB7 instead.

“What attracted me to this car was
that it was in dark grey and amanual,” he
explains. “I've always liked black, grey or
silver and at the time | wanted a proper
sports car that | could do some track
days with so the five-speed was really
importanttome.”

Although Andrew was told at the
time of purchase of its former life as an
Aston Martin press car, “l just didn't think
anything of it,” he admits.

Despite its star status, Andrew has
never been afraid to use the car. “I've
drivenit to Paris, through the Swiss Alps
to Wengen, over the Dolomites to Venice
and on the Autobahn to Germany’s Black
Forest. It's been put through its paces at
Silverstone, Mallory Park and Thruxton
with the Aston Martin Owners Club. It
has been to many restaurants, pubs
and events and aregular attendee at
sporting fixtures such as Wimbledon, the
British Grand Prix, Henley Regatta and
Twickenham.”

Amazingly, he still owns the DB7 making
it technically a one-owner example. It's
only recently that he's started to look into
its former life, collecting as many articles it
appeared in as he can, creating an aimost
fullaccount of the car’s life.

When we met for this —the latest feature
100358 has appeared in—there’s no
doubting, by itsimmaculate condition,
the care Andrew has lavished on the DB7
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over the length of his ownership. The
dark Brecon Black paint even manages to
catch a shine despite the weak sun of this
cold winter’s day.

But this condition hasn't come easy. In
2019 the car went through an extensive
recommissioning that included a full
strip and refurbishment of the braking
and suspension components while the
leather upholstery was repainted and
the bodywork tidied in a couple of areas.
Three years later, the air-conditioning
system then had a complete overhaul
with all the major components replaced
including the evaporator, condenser and
compressor.

Although structurally sound, Andrew
was collecting the car from Chiltern
Astonin Hertfordshire on the day of the
photoshoot after its body repair centre
had repaired a tiny but noticeable amount
of rust on the driver’s side door.

Theresultis a DB7 that looks like new. If
any of the writers who drove the car back
in 1995 saw it today, theyd think it had
travelled forwards through time. When|
get behind the wheel, after Andrew kindly
offers me a drive of what's clearly his pride
and joy, | can't help but think of all those
other journalists who have come before
me, many | know and have previously
worked with.

After driving hundreds of press cars of
all varieties over my own 25-year career,
I've often said they feel better built than
standard production models. Although
never proved, the interior of Andrew’s DB7
certainly looks nicer than our admittedly
higher mileage but younger former project
car from 1997. The gaps between the
individual panels are more uniform while
the usually cheap-looking walnut veneer
on the centre console looks to be thicker,
shinier,and richer.

The majority of DB7s were specified
with the old-fashioned GM 4L80-E four-
speed automatic transmission which in my
experience stunts the car’s performance
in the same way towing something heavy
would. It's easy to understand, then, why
Aston’s PR office specified the rarer
five-speed manual for a car that would be
driven by the often highly critical press. As
I push the throttle hard, the sudden rush of
acceleration has an urgency missing from
the auto models.

Thisis confirmed when | later check
the time it takes the two to reach 62mph,
with the manual version being 1.2 seconds
fasterthanthe autoat5.7.

More importantly, with the five-speed
giving me the ability to hold the revs,
something the dim-witted and too-quick-
to-change automatic never does, I'm able
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to perfectly balance the throttle for along
bend before nailing it on the exit, the big
engine responding the moment | do for
another sudden rush of acceleration.

Together with the always excellent and
composed chassis plusits nicely weighted
and accurate steering, it's clear the Le
Bons were wrong; with plenty of speed,
Andrew’s DB7 isn't agrand tourer but more
of aproper, old-fashioned sports car.

As Performance Car’s John Barker (a
far better driver than I) said about this very
example allthose years ago, “The handlingis
keen, responsive and also very progressive
inthe dry. Whenyou start to hustle, it doesn’t
feel like aheavy car:whenyoupushittothe
limitin the wet, the tail finally drifts wide ina
comfortable, easily managed slide.”

| began this feature by explaining what
animportant car 100358 is in Aston’s
history due to its many appearancesin
the media, all of which helped to make
the DBY the success we know it became.
Although | still stand by that statement,
after driving the car | realise it's important
for another reason. 2024 might be the
30th anniversary of the DB7 going on sale,
but as a well-maintained early manual,
100358 shows what a brilliant car the
model can be. Quite simply, the DB7
legend starts here. AMD
Thanks to: Andrew Burford
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Only a handful of DBSs produced had both the higher powered
_ Vantage-specification engine plus a manual transmission,
making this 1969 example a genuine rarity. Recently restored to
its original condition, we take it for a spin

THITS moreangular  of the rounded smooth look of the DB6,” was destined for the DBS wasn't ready

lines than Aston said Autocar magazine in its September at the time of the car’s debut, it was
Martin’s previous 281967 issue, “yet is still sleek, despite originally powered by the same 252bhp
models, when the the sharp lines that are one of its main overhead camshaft 4.0-litre straight-six
William Towns- features.” as the model before it. There were also
designed DBS arrived in late 1967 it Looks can be deceiving, though, a small handful made with AE Brico fuel
was seen as an all-new and much more since under that new body was the injection, but this proved to be unreliable
contemporary car thanitsincreasingly same albeit widened steel platform as and many of the 15 produced were
old-fashioned predecessors. “The the DBB6. Plus, as is well-documented, converted back to carburettors. And

aluminium alloy-panelled body has little since Aston Martin's new 5.3-litre V8 that  finally, as with most other models p»

Issue thirteen | Aston Martin Driver 43



HISTORY
DBS VANTAGE MANUAL

0f 1950, there was a higher powered
Vantage version. This was achieved by
swapping the standard engine’s triple
SUHD4 carburettors for three Weber
45 DCOEs plus reprofiled camshafts
and a higher 9.4:1 compression ratio
which together resulted in an extra
43bhp. This helped to lower the

car’s 0-60mph time from around 8.5
seconds of the 282bhp model to the 71
seconds that Motor magazine achieved
in1968.

Yet despite this being a cost-free
option, it wasn't one that was chosen
regularly, and Tim Cottingham from the
Aston Martin Heritage Trust tells me
that of the 803 DBSs with the 4.0-litre
engine produced, just under 300 were
made to Vantage specification.

These shouldn’t be confused with
the 70 DBS-based Vantages built at

David Brown era starting with the DB2 [ -"'m’ ¥ vl Lv Wtﬂ- "
- a1 :-;’:-:' i 3 ok

BS— . 4.m
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Newport Pagnell between 1972 and
1973 that were the last Aston Martins
to be powered by the straight-six. This
model is identifiable by a redesigned
front end that featured two rather than
four headlights.

Another cost-free option was the
transmission with the DBS which was
available with either the Borg-Warner
Model 8 three-speed automatic or a
five-speed manual from ZF. With the
Vantage seen as more of a performance
model, of the 298 made, Tim tells me
271were specified with the manual.

Not alarge number for a production
car to begin with, he goes on to say
natural selection has made them
evenrarer. “The DBS were not great
survivors. Too many were robbed
of their Vantage spec engines and
five-speed ‘boxes to keep the more
desirable DB5 and DB6s on the road. In
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an era of low parts availability, scrapping
arusty donor DBS for the engine and
gearbox was sadly commonplace.”

All of this makes the 1969 example
shown here (chassis DBS/5431/R), that’s
currently for sale through the County
Durham-based marque specialists Aston
Workshop, a genuine rarity. Its original
Celeste Blue paint makes it even more so
since the dealer reckons just 20 DBSs
were made in this colour.

Registered in October 1969, the caris a
late ‘Series 1, an unofficial designation that
separates early models like this that are
identifiable by the louvres in the C-pillars
from the later ‘Series 2'. Introduced in
January 1970, these featured many of
the subtle changes already seen on the
DBS V8 that had arrived the year before
including a wide vent beneath the rear
screen, adeeper air dam at the front plus
stainless steel sill covers.

Other than it was originally supplied
through the prestigious London-based
Aston Martin dealer HR Owen, little is
known about the early life of this DBS
Vantage manual. In 2015, when the car
had just 70k miles on the clock, it received
a £20k restoration that included new
brakes, suspension, steering and ignition.
Whether this was originally done during
this recommissioning or earlier, but it was
alsoresprayed in Celeste Silver. The dark
blue Connolly leather upholstery was kept
largely original.

The exterior has recently been returned
toits original Celeste Blue in Aston
Workshop's own bodyshop. Still with only
71k miles, itis ahandsome and immaculate
example of this clearly rare car. Just as
Silver Birch shows off the DB5'’s svelte
lines, Celeste Blue does the same for the
DBS.1guess that's why the second DBS
brochure from October 1969 shows a car
in the same colour.

As alifelong enthusiast of William
Towns' work, I've always preferred the
DBS, thinking it has better proportions
thanits DB6 predecessor while the sharp
lines are as pleasingly crisp as a well-
ironed shirt.

As mentioned earlier, the interior was
left alone during its 2015 restoration
meaning the cracks in the blue upholstery
give itacharacter new hide would
have lost. The wood veneer around the

dials of the first models was replaced

by black vinyl during the first half of

1969 resulting in this car having a very
different, more contemporary ambience
than the traditionalism of the earlier DB
models. It’s like comparing the classic
grey three-piece suit (Sir) Sean Connery
wore in Goldfinger from 1964 with George
Lazenby’s light brown cardiganin On Her
Majesty’s Secret Service released five
years later.

It's about now | should address the
elephant in the room; evenin 325bhp
Vantage form, the DBS isn't particularly
fast, which can be blamed on its weight.
With the model not having the same
Superleggera bodywork of its immediate
predecessors, the big coupe weighs a
relatively hefty 3,500Ibs, 250lbs more
than the DBB6, resulting in acceleration
that can best be described as ‘sedate’.

As Autosport magazine saidinits  »
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September 121969 issue wheniit tested
the same olive green DBS Vantage
manual that appearedin OHMSS, “The
DBS is substantially heavier than the DB6
and naturally the acceleration suﬁers in
comparison.”

| guess this explains why it was the last
Aston Martin Mi6’s Q-branch equipped
007 with for almost two decades.

Inthe car’s defence, the DBS
was always seen asmoreofa long-
distance tourer than a sports car
like its predecessors had been. “We
really weren't concerned much about
acceleration in the development of the
DBS,” admitted a representative from
Aston Martinin the September 1967 issue
of the famed American publication Car
& Driver when it compared an example
with a Ferrari 275 GTB4, Lamborghini
400 GT and a Maserati Ghibli. “We like to
think that it has long legs. It's intended for
comfortable and secure cruising inthe
80-120mphrange.”

Yet there’s no denying the eagerness
or smoothness of the Vantage engine

and with 290Ib of torque it still pulls
strongly in any gear. “On the road,”
continued Autosport, “there is a great
reserve of power and the engine is seldom
extended.”

Other than having the ability to
balance the throttle more easily thanin
an automatic version, the manual ‘box
does little to transform the DBS Vantage
into a true sports car. With huge throws
between each gear, they're not the short,
sharp shifts of the Ferrari Dino or Porsche
911, for example.

The De Dion rear axle —afirst for an
Aston Martin —might leave the DBS
feeling composed through bends, but
the suspension set-upis too neutral for
performance driving. “The handling is
reminiscent of the best vintage cars,”
continued Autosportin 1969, “such as the,
big Lagondas from which it descends.”

As that Aston Martin agent said to
Road & Track almost six decades ago,
the DBS was always considered more
of agrand tourer than a pure sports
car, whichis clearly reflected initsride.

48 Aston Martin Driver | Issue thirteen

“wmm OCK4IH ="

Unlike those aforementioned Italian and
German performance models, the British
car absorbs rough surfaces without
transmitting them back into the cabin.
Whatitlacks in sharpness it makes up for
in comfort.

And finally, the overly light-powered
steering — standard on the DBS —kills any
lingering desire to drive the car quickly.

Despite this, I still thinkit's a terrific
car that not only has rarity on its side
but also offers tremendous value for
money. There's no denying the £200k this
example is priced at is a large chunk of
change, butit's at least £150,000 cheaper
than a DB6 and around half a million less
thana DB5 in a similarlyimmaculate
condition.

The DBS might not have been a totally
new car whenit arrived in 1967, but as this
rare VVantage manual version proves, it
was still a special one. AMD

® Thanks to: Aston Workshop
(www.aston.co.uk)
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As Aston Martin’s engineering director from
the mid-Sixties to the early Seventies, Dudley G
Gershon had a major impact on the cars
developed during this time. We look at his nine =

years with the company

WORDS PAUL WALTON  IMAGES AMD ARCHIVE

Dudley Gershon (right) explains Aston
Martin’s V8 to A. C. Bertelliin 1969

HE NAME Dudley Gershon
might be largely forgotten
today compared to other
Aston Martin luminaries such
as Harold Beach or Tadek
Marek, but as the company’s engineering
director between 1966 and 1972 there’'s
no denying the impact he made on the
cars produced during this time.

He was especially instrumental in the
development of both the straight-six and
V8 versions of the DBS. “It looked a fine »
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example of what British engineers could
stilldo,” he wrote in his 1975 biography,
Aston Martin 1963-1972.

Gershon was the great nephew of British
car magnate William Morris, although he
was only told this aged eight after hed
helped an elderly man to crank his Morris
Cowley. When the young Dudley asked his
mother what the name meant, she replied,
“The Morrisis your Uncle Willie and he
makes those cars.” According to Gershon's
book, he soon started looking forward
to his visits to his great uncle. “Suddenly,
the relative maximum speed of a Morris
opposed to a Clyno was of vitalimportance
and from that moment there was no other
possible career for me.”

Not wanting to become a dentist
like his father, Gershon had hoped for
an apprenticeship at Morris but was
rebuked by his great uncle. Worried
about accusations of nepotism, Uncle
Willie instead arranged for Gershon to
join the Coventry car manufacturer Swift,
considering it to be, “an excellent place to
get trained.”

More fascinated by sports cars,
Gershon bought a MG J2 which he
soon converted into the supercharged
J4 version that he occasionally raced.
“lused this car for local trials,” he wrote
in the March 1988 issue of Motorsport
magazine, “and, when | could afford it,
for such events as the Junior Handicap
(Nuffield Trophy) at Donington where |
crashed it in practice and broke a crank
in the race due to my lack of restraint and
scant attention to the rev-counter.”

TR %)
After Swift had gone bankrupt in 1931,
Gershon was transferred to another
Coventry-based car company, Riley, to
finish his studies. Although he tried to
spend as much time in the shed where the
high-performance Brooklands model was
produced, he still learnt alot there. “My
engineering training during the Riley days
and a subsequent period of management
training with commercial experience
which was halted by the war, biased me
strongly towards sound engineering
practices rather than expedients and gave
me a capacity first to analyse critically
any ‘Whiz-kid’ suggestions, however
promising they might have seemed on
AnMG J2 similar to the type Gershon boughtiin the Thirties and uprated to supercharged J4spec  presentation.”
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Arare Brooklands that the
young Gershon watched
being prepared during his
time at Riley
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Amodernimage of the
Newport Pagnell factory
that Gershon moved
Aston Martin’s servicing
department toin 1964

Gershonwas
instrumental
inincreasing
production of
the DB6 overits
predecessor
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Following the outbreak of the second
world war in 1939, Gershon soon joined
up, staying with the army after hostilities
had ceased in what his book calls an
“engineering and management capacity”.
“l was glad to soldier on,” he wrote in 1975,
“getting very involved and interested
not only in the engineering problems
of military equipment but also in their
management approach which seemed to
me to be well in advance of comparable
civilian practice at that time.”

When he finally left the military in 1962,
he became the works coordinator for
the large car dealer group, the Henley
Organisation.

In October the following year and
clearly still fascinated by sports cars,
Gershon applied for the position of
service manager at Aston Martin
Lagonda, being interviewed by the
company’s then executive director, Steve
Heggie. “The post | was applying for was
unusual,” he explains in his autobiography,
“because the high excellence of the Aston
Martin engineering and the unusually
high percentage of technically minded
owners demanded a quallified engineer
with a high-performance car interest to
liaise with the more enthusiastic owners,
to manage the technical correspondence
and to generally protect and further the
company’'simage.”

Gershon started at the Feltham factory
in December 1963, openly admitting in his

The DB6 Volante was
developed inaquick
time for the 1966
“BritiSh Motor Show

e e

book how excited he was at the prospect.
“I had never before dreamed of working
at such a heritage shrine to the sports car
world and | think | approached the place
that day mentally rather like a 12-year-old
boy who had just been told he really could
drive atrain.”

He spent the first two weeks with the
engineering department getting to know
not only the cars but the people behind
them, including both Aston Martin's
then chief engineer, Tadek Marek, and
its chief designer, Harold Beach. In his
book, Gershon describes the former
as, “avery pleasant chap intolerant of
design weaknesses or mistakes but witha
superb sense of humour,” while he found
Beach to be most helpful with an amazing
memory for detail. “Nothing was ever too
much trouble for either he or Tadek and
they were a tremendous help to me in that
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Gershon was heavily involved with the development of the William Towns designed DBS

memorable fortnight when I needed so
much urgent information.”

Gershon also got to drive the
company’s range, both past and present,
such as the DB4 and DB5. “I had never
driven at much over 120mph and had
rapidly to get used to taking cars over
145mph to acquaint myself with their road
behaviour and to enable me to discuss
this with some of the owners who were
already familiar with the speeds.”

He quickly settled into his new role,
enjoying working with both the cars and
their owners. “Some treated it like a day
out,” he wrote in Aston Martin 1963-1972,
“especially later on when everything
was at Newport Pagnell, they liked to
look around and see wherever we were
prepared to show them, according to
where their interests lay. The practice
tended to create a sense of belonging



and certainly resulted in a healthy bond
of loyalty between the customer and
the firm.”

Gershon was instrumentalin the
servicing department’s March 1964
move from Feltham to Aston Martin's
new and much larger facility in Newport
Pagnell. The fact that only 18 out of the
department’s 100 existing staff were
prepared to transfer could have been a
disaster but with Gershon discovering
a skilled local workforce, the servicing
continued reasonably unabated. Although
he admitted in his 1975 autobiography
that the level of work dropped a little due
to the new tradesmen being unfamiliar
with the cars, by June the same year
the department was up and running at
full capacity. “Customers bore with us,”
wrote a thankful Gershon a decade later,
“generally helping rather than hindering
and we made sure they never suffered.”

Perhaps due to his hard work during this
time, in mid-1965 Gershon was promoted
to the position of assistant general
manager. “Steve [Heggie] called me over
to his office and greeted me with, ‘How
would you like to do my job?’ Naturally |
thought this over very carefully for all of
three seconds and accepted.”

Gershon became involved with
the development of the DB, largely
working out how to increase production
over its predecessor. He achieved this
by rearranging the Newport Pagnell
assembly line, relocating some of the
work areas and arranging extra facilities
where possible. More men were also
brought in to work on a particular stage of

1l
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~ The V8 version of the DBS
finally arrivedin 1969

isEss SEsaE

production when required, increasing the
number of assembly stages to facilitate
this. Thanks to Gershon’s changes, by
June 1966 production had grown to 18
cars aweek, a hitherto unknown figure for
the company at that time.

But due to the 95 percent ‘'supertax’
Harold Wilson’s Labour government
imposed on the very wealthy a month
later, orders quickly dried up. By August,
there were apparently 130 unfinished cars
at the factory. Needing to diversify inan
attempt toincrease sales, Gershon admits
in his book that Aston Martin investigated
whether it could, “rehash a Hillman Imp set
of components with a boosted engine to
produce alittle GT.” One of the reasons
this crazy-sounding idea was dropped
was because Rootes was developing
its own version, the eventual Californian
coupe, which Gershon says, “would have
been halfway in appearance to what we
intended todo.”

And so, Aston Martin designed the DB6
Volante with a power hood instead, but
with Aston Martin’'s chairman, (Sir) David
Brown, insisting the car be revealed at
the 1966 British Motor Show in October,
there wasn't much time. “This meant a
lot of design and development trials at
an unbelievable rate,” says Gershonin
his book. “We had to somehow cramin
the power jacks necessary to operate
the power hood frame which had to be
designed; and in a position where they
could use their power smoothly without
distorting the framework in the process.”

Gershon had been promoted for the
second time In July 1966 to Aston Martin's

1 \\\ \
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director of engineering, which would

give himreal influence over anew model.
He was initially involved in the pair of
Carrozzeria Touring-designed prototypes
that would be based on the DB6 chassis,
showing the early design sketches to
Henley since it was one of Aston Martin’s
largest and most important dealers.

According to Gershon'’s book, Aston
Martin was also working on another car
based onaDB6, which he describes
as very sleek and, “the necessary
evolutionary step to put the DB4 finally
behind us.” But since (Sir) David Brown
didn’t like the design, the length of the
front overhang especially, while the car’s
cowled headlights would have been
vetoed by several countries, the project
was quickly dropped.

And so, Gershon and his team looked
at another project which had started life
as a feasibility study in February 1966 that
used awidened DB6 chassis. Work ona
new Tadek Marek-designed V8 started at
around the same time and from the outset
was always destined for the new model.

“We started, very crudely speaking, by
looking at the implications of cutting the
chassis lengthways down the middle,”
explained Gershon, “and inserting
approximately three inches to increase
the frame width to take the V8 without
too much exhaust manifold cramp
in the process and to allow for wider
wheelarches without sacrificing rear
seat width.”

One of Aston Martin’'s young design
engineers, William Towns, was asked to
do some sketches for the interior, but
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he also did some for the exterior in his
owntime. “We were greatly impressed
by this proposal,” wrote Gershon, “and
got him to produce some variations and
colour impressions of the whole car,
inside and out.”

Around the same time as this in October
1966, Towns’ design won approval at an
Aston Martin board meeting, the pair of
Touring-designed DB6-based prototypes
were delivered from Milan. Although very
beautiful, since it was decided these
would take too long to productionise,
Gershon and his team concentrated
on the wider modelinstead, giving it the
DBS name formerly used by the ltalian-
designed cars.

As is well known, with the Tadek V8 not
being ready for when the DBS was due
tobelaunchedinlate 1967, Aston Martin
resorted toits tried and tested straight-six.
Perhaps because of this, despite several
changes made to both the interior and
windscreen rake which was considered
too great for easy ingress, lessening it
by three degrees, the first two running
prototypes were ready for testing just ten
months after the project had been given
the greenlight. “This was a remarkable
achievement in any context,” declared
Gershonin Aston Martin 1963-1972.

Both cars were, in his words, flogged
mercilessly around the Motor Industry
Research Association (MIRA) test track
in Leicestershire. One was then sent
to Scotland for real-world testing while
the other was used to productionise
the model. This was largely to discover
if Aston Martin’s existing 4.0-litre six-
cylinder was happy inits new setting.
“With a new radiator position and different
air currents, then it must be extensively
tried,” explained Gershon in Aston Martin
1963-1972. Alittle water overheating was
apparently cured by adding ventsin the
front wings similar to those used by Aston
Martin’s earlier models.

There was also some worry about
the brakes overheating due to the car’s
weight but ducting to direct airflow to the
outboard rear calipers easily sorted this.

The finished car made its debut a few
months later at the 1967 Earls Court
Motor Show in October to what Gershon
describes as spectacular acclaim. “ldo
not remember criticism from anyone

According to Gershon, the V8 was easily
fitted into the DBS

N

Gershon (far left) with Steve Heggie (fourth
from left), sales manager Fred Hartley (third
fromright) and Tadek Marek (far right)

Gershon (far right) and (Sir) David Brown and HM The Queen during her 1966 visit of the

Newport Pagnell factory

about any of the road performance
aspects of the DBS,” he said in his book.
The V8 version arrived two years later.
Although the project had been started
under Marek, when the Polish-born
designer retired to Italy in 1968 it was
Gershon who was left in charge. But
according to his book, the installation of
the 5.3-litre was, “no headache at all.”
Two of the problems he and his small
team of engineers faced included front
lift at high speed, which was rectified
by a deeper front chin, plus higher oil
temperatures which needed the oil
radiators repositioned into the scoop
instead of each side of the water radiator
as per the six-cylinder models.
The model was again a success
when it was revealed at the 1969 British
Motor Show. “We were delighted to hear
the intake of breath and the pleased
expression on people’s faces as the car
bonnet was lifted to show it [the V8].”
But as the Seventies dawned, not all
was well with the chairman’s business
empire, which was partly caused by David
Brown Ltd expanding tractor production
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to keep up withits larger rivals. And so,
Sir David sold Aston Martin Lagondatoa
Midlands-based property firm, Company
Developments, in early 1972. Resignation
of the directors was a stipulation of the
transfer agreement and so Gershon

left the same week. “lt was the end of a
delightful association for me,” he said
sadly in Aston Martin 1963-1972.

Gershon went ontobecome a
successful independent engineering
consultant, spending time at Jensen’s
West Bromwich factory in early 1973 to
work on the powerful six-pack (or SP)
version of the Chrysler V8.

Although Gershon'simpact on Aston
Martin might be largely overlooked today,
he always had high regard for the company
and the cars hed helped to develop. “My
opinion now is that anyone who can afford
to get hold of an Aston Martin either new
or second-hand would be well advised to
acquire one,” he finished by saying in Aston
Martin 1963-1972.“The car will one day
be truly acknowledged, like the Bentley
of old, as afirst class example of British
engineering.” AMD
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VANTAGE GT8

Arriving in 2016 and influenced by the race-winning GTE, the
Vantage GT8 was the fastest, lightest, and most potent
V8-engined Vantage

ET'S BE clear aboutthis advantage of genuine rarity then read on. Certainly the 2017 example featured
from the outset;ifit’s subtlety Whereas the earlier V8 Vantage S had here that's currently for sale at Chiltern
you're after, then the Vantages, been influenced by the GT4 and N24 Aston Centre looks every inch the
GT8isn't foryou. Withiits competition models, the GT8 was inspired  competition car. Swap the Cobalt Blue
Forth Road Bridge-sized rear by the GTE version that was Aston’s and Golden Saffron foﬁ_s_tori Racing -
wing, jutting out front splitter, loud paint entrant in the FIA World Endurance Green and it could easily be getting ~-
schemes and even louder engine, the GT8 ~ Championship. ready for the 24 Hours of Le Mansand.
is to discretion what Ryanair is to luxury. “We long held the desire to create a not parked in leafy Hertfordshire.
But if you're wanting one of the most road car that truly reflects our racing The GT8 wasn't the first extreme
dramatic and best-handling Aston Martins  activity at Le Mans,” said Aston Martin's Vantage since the similar-looking
from the last decade that has the added director of its Special Projects and GT12 had arrived the year before. As
Motorsport department, David King, at with its V12 sibling, the V8 version
the time of the car's 2016 debut. “Withthe ~ was developed by Aston Martin's
Vantage GT8, we've finally been able to Special Projects team at its secretive
achieve that.” Wellesbourne facility, whichiis a few

miles from the main Gaydon plant.
Engines aside, the major difference
between the two models was price; at
£165,000, the GT8 was £85k less than
the GT12. Although that was still £70k
more than the Vantage S, the GT8 did
offer alot of bangs for those extra bucks.

— e
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made from carbon fibre twill but the dash
top and steering wheel are both covered
in a soft Alcantara all of which resultsina
nicer, more interesting, and clearly better
built cabin. Unlike other racing inspired
models of the era such as the Jaguar
XKR-S GT and Porsche 911 GT3, the
Aston doesn’t have a half cage or safety
harnesses. The Vantage’s body structure
apparently made it almost impossible
to accommodate the former. Although
disappointing for anyone who takes
trackdays seriously, it's further proof this
isaroad and not aracing car. As does the
160W audio system plus Aston Martin's
then current AMilllinfotainment system
that were both standard.

But then not only did the car cost
£165k when new but it still demands
big, six-figure values today. Other than
its specification, thisis largely due to its
rarity; just 150 GT8s were produced (50
less than the GT12) and as we all know,
diamonds are more expensive than coal.
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| further understand that big price the
moment | press the starter button. Thanks
to anew, big bore titanium exhaust that
exits just above the rear diffuser (and not
the side skirts like the race car sadly) plus
Aston removing the secondary cats, the
GT8is ear-meltingly loud.

With a clear road ahead of me, |
squeeze the throttle as far as | dare, the
V8 responding the moment that | do.

- ; The resultant accelerationis hard and

uncompromising, the car surging forward

with eagerness that is missing from even
aVantage S. At 6,000rpm and above,
the already baritone growl starts tofill
the cabin with something straight out
of Le Mans. The engine is wonderfully
progressive, its forcefulness rising with
the revs. Below 3,000rpm and it feels
almost docile, but it needs persuasion to
deliver its potency; between 5,000 and
7,000rpm the GT8is still one of the fastest
carsl'vedriven.

The GT8 had the option of two
transmissions, a seven-speed Sportshift
Il paddle-operated automatic or —as per
this car —atraditional six-speed manual. It
might have a slight old-school feel, but it's
arguably the better match than the auto.
As lenter abend, | change down, balance
the throttle perfectly through a bend
before nailing it on the exit.
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With close to 50/50 weight distribution,
the V8 Vantage was always a great
handling car but the lightness adds an
extralitheness, making a car that was
almost a decade old whenthe GT8
version arrived in 2016 feel young again.

If the GT8 had been a brand-new
model when it arrived in 2016 rather than
an update of an existing one, it would
probably have had electromechanical
steering that newer cars such as Aston

Martin's own DB11, the Jaguar F-Type and
the 981 generation of Porsche Cayman.
But its more traditional hydraulic steering
is still brilliant, being perfectly weighted
and offering plenty of feel.

The GT8 shares the widened axle
tracks of the GT12 - up on the standard
Vantage by 34mm at the frontand 54mm
at the rear— while front suspension springs
were 25 percent stiffer than standard and
the front anti-roll bar was also bigger.
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But whereas the GT12 had three-stage
adaptive dampers, the GT8 gets more
predictable track-tuned passive dampers
and even more aggressive front axle
geometry. Thisresults in tremendous
grip, outstanding cornering balance and
excellent high-speed stability.

Yet neither is this some uncomfortable
track car, like the Porsche 911 GT3, since the
suspension offers enough compliance to
make the GT8 suitable for touring, although
only if youremember your ear plugs.

Its sharp handling, old-school manual
transmission and eager V8 makes the
GT8 one of the most entertaining sports
cars I've ever driven, yet its refinement
and usability makes it a highly desirable
combination. The Vantage GT8 might
never have been a subtle car but there's
no doubtingit’s still a brilliant one. AMD

@ Thanks to: Chiltern Aston Centre
(Www.chilternaston.co.uK)
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2007 Aston Martin DB9 Stock#17138

Presenting this left-hand-drive 1971 Aston Martin DBS V8 Saloon that is finished in red complemented with a black
interior. This rare example is #111 out of only 399 ever produced. Equipped with an automatic transmission, V8
engine, and alloy wheels with General XP 2000 V4 tires. This is such an exciting opportunity to be a part of a select
few to own a piece of British automobile history that is mechanically sound.

For $79,950

2001 Aston Martin DB7 V12 Vantage Volante Stock#17439

Introducing this 2001 Aston Martin DB7 V12 Vantage Volante featured with 43,892 miles on the odometer. Finished
in Amazon Green complemented with a Beige and Green interior. Equipped with an automatic transmission, V12
engine, and brake calipers with “Aston Martin” script. British sports cars are constantly rising in value and this is an
excellent opportunity to acquire this well-equipped Aston Martin DB7 that is mechanically sound. For $27,500

Please check our website as we have cars being delivered daily to the showroom
ALEX MANOS, BEVERLY HILLS CAR CLUB 4576 1/2 Worth St., Los Angeles, CA 90063
T: +1 (310) 975-0272 https://www.beverlyhillscarclub.com E: sales@beverlyhillscarclub.com
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AUNCHED IN October 1958
and manufactured until June
1963, by setting the standard
for the later models, the DB4
has become one of the most
sought-after Aston Martins of the David
Brown era. When new, its specification
was ahead of the competition, boasting a
top speed of 140mph from a new Tadek
Marek straight-six 3,670cc engine that
could propel the four-seater car from
standing to 60mph in nine seconds. It
was the first production car capable of

<

accelerating from stationary to 100mph
and back to standingin less than 30
seconds.

The DB4'’s aluminium bodywork had
been designed by Touring of ltaly and
was wrapped around a sophisticated
superstructure. Under the skin, there
were modern components including
servo-assisted disc brakes all round
and an all-synchro four-speed manual
gearbox.

Initially available as a fastback coupe
(saloon), a shorter (by five inches)

Issue thirteen
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DB4GT arrived in 1959 that was intended
for GT-class racing, so it was lighter by
86kg (190Ib) and the 3.7-litre engine was
uprated with high-lift camshafts, larger
valves and an increased compression
ratio and equipped with twin spark
plugs per cylinder and triple Weber
carburettors. Plus, a twin-plate clutch
was fitted.

Several updatesin 1960 saw the
release of the DB4 Series 2 and a lighter
and more powerful DB4GT Zagato (19
were produced).
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By 1961, the DB4 Series 3 was
launched, but six months later the
Series 4 arrived and in that same year, a
convertible appeared.

During 1962, sales of the DB4 were
struggling. The overall length of the body
was increased by a little over three inches
(9cm) ina bid to increase interior space,
but this also added to the weight.

When production ended in 1963,
sales of the saloon totalled 1,040. The
convertible had reached 70, consisting of
30 based on the Series 4 and the rest on
the longer Series 5.

UPGRADES

Throughout the production of the DB4,
several upgrades were either available

as an optional extra or as standard. An oil
cooler, electric windows and an overdrive
unit became optional extras on the Series
2, for example. The 3,670cc straight-six
engine was offered with various upgrades

and marketed in GT and Special Series
specs. Vantage models had faired-in
headlights and triple SU carburettors.

SIZE AND WEIGHT

With the series 5 saloon and convertible
measuring 4,480mm (roughly 14ft 8in)
fromendto end, the DB4 is almost as
long as a late Ford Mondeo. Itis, however,
noticeably slimmer than most modern
cars atamere 1,676mm (almost five and
ahalf feet). For what was marketed as
alightweight supercar, it's moderately
heavy by the standards of the 1950s and
1960s, weighing in at 1,308kg.

TOOLS, SPARES &
SPECIALISTS

“In1977, we purchased from AML all the
manufacturing rights for the DB4, GT,
Rapide and Zagato,” explains Antony
Forshaw at Aston Service Dorset. “With
this came all the spare parts, build sheets
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for each car, build books and parts
drawings.”

Consequently, ASD has
remanufactured many DB4 parts and
knows where to source others that were
made by other manufacturers (eg. early
Dunlop brake calipers).

Some parts are, however, hard to find,
and specialist Pugsley & Lewis warns that
trim for the interior and exterior can be
difficult to source, along with gauges and
seats. They also say that the bumpers on
early models are hard to find, whereas the
later bumpers were fitted to the DB5, so
are more readily available.

VALUES

When new, the DB4 saloon sold for
£3,976, whereas the convertible was
priced at £4,194. Based on an average
annual inflation rate of alittle over 5%, a
rough calculation shows a modern value
is around £100k. The value of the DB4




today is now much greater and such an
amount won't even buy a restoration
project as they seem to start at £150k or
more. At such a starting point, Pugsley

& Lewis estimates you'll need at least
another £280k to complete a restoration.
Consequently, don’'t expect much change
out of £500k for a roadworthy example,
or atleast £700k for a GT, Series 1or
something out of the ordinary. And if you
want a Zagato, set aside a few million
pounds.

CHASSIS NUMBERS

Knowing the chassis number not only
helps to verify a DB4’s identity, but also

to determine what series it is and what
should be fitted to it. The Series 1's chassis
numbers ran from DB4/101t0 249. The
Series 2is DB4/250 to 600, with the
Series 3 being DB4/601to 765, the Series
4is DB4/766 to 950 and the Series 5 is
DB4/1001to 1215.

BUYING GUIDE
DB4
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ENGINE

All DB4s were powered by the same
3,760cc twin-cam straight-six engine, but
with a range of power outputs, depending
on those aforementioned performance
options. Early pre-Series 2 cars suffered
from overheating and subsequent engine
failure, which was seemingly resolved by
fitting an oil cooler and a larger sump.

The engine block has weep holes, so
look for coolant residue or oil leaks or both
(amayonnaise mixture). And be wary if
these weep holes have been blocked.

In all cases, look for oil leaks from around
the camshaft covers, sump and the rear
main oil seal (between the engine and
gearbox).

Pugsley & Lewis says that the
chassis number can be found stamped
on to the left-hand side of the front
crossmember, close to where the lower
wishbone is secured. It is also stamped
to the metalwork that's underneath the
instrument binnacle, on the inside of
the fuel filler flap and the door hinges.
And if the interior trimis original, the
chassis number should be scribbled in
chalk on the back of most interior parts.

BODYWORK

The aluminium exterior of the DB4 is
non-structural. There are no off-the-shelf
panels available, so if a door or arear
quarter has been accident damaged,
repairs will inevitably be expensive. And
Antony at ASD warns, “Body panels are
certainly notinterchangeable. If anyone is
considering putting a second-hand panel
onacar asarepair, it will not fit.”

It's therefore essential to check all
exterior panelwork for damage and
blemishes in the paintwork. Inspect the
panel gaps to ensure they are even. Look
for signs of blistering paint, which may
suggest the aluminium underneath has
started to oxidise.

“A point of interest is that the Series 1
bonnet was hinged at the rear and this
was then changed to being hinged at the
front from the Series 2 onwards,” says
Antony at ASD.

Check the gaps between the
headlights, indicators, front grille and
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bonnet are similar on both sides and not
excessive. Accident damage or poor
restoration work can resultinanon-
symmetrical front end.

Feelaround the wired edge of the
wheelarches where the aluminiumis
rolled. This can be amoisture trap and an
area of corrosion.

Lift the carpets inside the cabin (if
possible) to check the condition of the

GEARBOX
A David Brown four-speed all-
synchromesh manual transmission
was initially fitted to the DB4 with
optional overdrive on the Series 4
onwards. Borg-Warner's Model 8

later as an option but is very rare.
The manual gearbox is regarded

as robust but needs an element of

mechanical sympathy to operate

it. When changing down gears,

for example, it helps to match the

engine’s rpm to avoid crunching, but

if the synchromesh rings are worn,

you may still struggle. Rebuilding a

availability is very scarce in some
cases, so components may need to
be fabricated.

Check around the gearbox for oil
leaks. There's arear oil seal that can
leak and if oil is covering the back of
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three-speed automatic was introduced

gearbox can be difficult because parts

floors, sills, propshaft and gearbox tunnel
and underneath the rear seats. Water
ingress can result in corrosion of the
floors, which can be hidden by the carpets
ontheinside and concealed by Underseal
on the underside.

Author of books including Aston Martin
Zagato, Stephen Archer, comments,
“Check the brake cylinder support
bracket, it's amoisture trap.”

%~



“We do arear main oil seal conversion
whichis ideal to do at the time of an engine
rebuild,” says Antony at ASD. “It requires
scroll machining of the crankshaft and the
fitting of a new aluminium holder and lip
seal.” The kit costs £248.96, although an
engine rebuild can typically cost upwards
of £25,000.

A rebuild is a good opportunity to
replace all three timing chains, which cost
around £320. Antony explains that many
engine parts were not available, but he has
now had cylinder liners, pistons and valves
remanufactured. Cylinder liners cost
£277 each, a set of six pistonsis £1,967.78,
exhaust valves are £70.76 each and inlet

Check the doors can open and close
smoothly and the shut lines are flush.
“They do drop but can be adjusted
internally as there is a diagonal tensioning
wire that can be tightened,” says Antony at
Aston Service Dorset. “After thatitisa case
of rebushing or replacing the door hinges.”

Closely check the condition of the
doors, which can corrode along the
bottom edges (it's largely made of steel

the engine and the bellhousing, it could
be caused by the crankshaft seal (the
rear main oil seal), but also a seal for the
gearbox.

Test the operation of the clutch,
ensuring gears can be selected and
there’s a sufficient biting point. Under
acceleration, listen and feel for the engine
over-revving, which could indicate a worn
and slipping clutch. Antony at ASD says,
“The original single 10in and twin-plate
clutch options are now obsolete. The
best optionis to replace it with 2 9.5in
balanced diaphragm clutch kit and high
release bearing whichis £1,77018 and
takes 14-16 hours tofit.”

Pugsley & Lewis charges around
£3,600 to supply and replace the clutch
onaDB4, although they warn that extras
may include replacing the slave and
master cylinders.

If a DB4 has a Borg-Warner Model
8 automatic gearbox, then there are

valves are £61.52, and conrods are
£2,935 for a set of six.

Evidence of routine oil and filter
changes is an essential starting point
to ensuring an engine has been looked
after. In fact, receipts for routine
servicing are amust, but as Pugsley
& Lewis warns, changing the oil and
filters is quite simple and cost effective,
what's more important is identifying
any problems and having them
fixed. Consequently, they find most
customers spend upwards of £800
onaroutine service, which involves
atest drive, thorough inspection and
inevitably a few additional jobs.

with an aluminium skin). Budget for around
£500 for a repair panel, but much more
to have the door stripped, repaired and
painted.

Pugsley & Lewis has found that the
DB4 is the least rotten when compared
to the later DB5 and DB6. And Stephen
Archer concurs this statement, saying
the DB4 was better made. Exterior trim
can be expensive or difficult to source if

afew common problems to be aware
of. “Problems most likely occur with
failure of friction material (bands and
clutch plates) which causes slippage
indrive, but also pressure issues due

to failure of O-rings,” explains David at
the independent Borg Warner Specialist.
“Subject to the age of the gearbox, oil leaks
can occur due to ageing gaskets, whichis
most common around the sump and front
pump/converter seal.”

BWS charges from £995 to strip and
overhaul an automatic gearbox. “This
includes a full stripdown, inspection and
clean of all components, followed by
replacement of all friction material (forward
and reverse clutch plates and bands)
and replacement of all O-rings, seals and
gaskets,” says David. “Reassembly takes
place with the operation of the gearbox
tested with compressed air and then afinal
paint. The process can be documented
with photos for the owner’s records.”
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it's damaged or missing, so be meticulous
with checking its condition or making sure
it's present. A windscreen, for instance,
costsaround £2,000.

A missing front grille and its surround
will cost between £1,200 and £2,200
toreplace, as Antony at ASD explains,
“The grille up to chassis DB4/765 was
the mesh type with a surround, whichis
£344.87 for the mesh and £939.96 for the
surround. From DB4/766 they had the
traditional slatted grille which is £1,289.85
and uses the same surround.”

Don't assume that acomponent, such
as a sticking bonnet lock, will be easy to fix
and cheap toreplace. Anew bonnet lock
assembly, for example, costs over £600
and the separate striker plate is almost
asmuch.

The inner rear wheelarches are made
from steel, so they can corrode. A visual
inspection with the rear wheels removed
will help to check their condition. The boot
floor and spare wheel well are also made
from steel and can corrode, so empty the
boot and check this panelwork, right up
totherear bulkhead. And there's a steel
tube framework inside the rear wing area,
which supports the aluminium bodywork,
soinspect it for corrosion and accident
damage.

CHASSIS

Underneath the aluminium exterior,
there’'s a combination of a steel platform
chassis with integrated floors and sills,
and a lattice of small-diameter steel tubes
above to support the upper sections of
bodywork. Termed as a ‘Superleggera’
(super-light), this was Touring’s innovative
construction method of the Fifties and
Sixties.

OnaDB4,if any of that steel is original,
it's essential to know that itis free from
corrosion. Water ingress in the cabin
can lead to corrosion of the floors and
sills. Repair panels are available in some
cases and often reasonably priced. A
sill repair panel, for example, can cost
between £100 and £200. Chassis legs are
around £200, but Stephen Archer warns,
“installing them s not ajob for an amateur.”

A thorough inspection of the underside
of the vehicle is essential to look for
corrosion, but to also look for damage,
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such as crushed jacking points.
“Major corrosion points are the rear
radius arm attachment points and the
outriggers, which can be cut out and
replaced for £247.20 each side for
the part,” says Antony at ASD.

Corrosion of the upper tubular steel
framework isn't easy to see because
it's hidden by the aluminium bodywork,
butif there are alignment issues and
inconsistent panel gaps, this structure
could have weakened.

If the chassis needs to be extensively
repaired, then removal of the bodywork
may be the best solution, which the
Beckenham-based Pugsley & Lewis
estimates takes a couple of days. They
are however keen to stress that thisis
a fullmajor undertaking and generally
only necessary when arestorationis
required.
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LIVE AXLE
A Salisbury 4 HA differential was fitted
to the DB4 inside a live axle, with the final
drive ratio being 3.54:1, although ratios
including 3.77:1and 4.09:1 were also used.
Check around the casing for signs of
oil leaks, which may mean the seals have
blown, but can also be caused by a blocked
breather hole on the top of the casing.
“Leaks and noises are the main
thing,” remarks Ben Thomson at Simply
Performance concerning the rear axle.
“Often, halfshaft bearings are not set up
correctly - people fiddling with them over
the years. Hubs can be problematic to
remove to change seals and often require
pullers or a further stripdown of the axle.”
Simply Performance can strip and
inspect a4 HA axle and overhaul it (prices
start at £1,050), or even supply the parts
(standard and upgrades). Aston Service
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Dorset sells brand-new axles from around
£14,500. “Salisbury is now part of GKN/
Dana,” says Ben. “With no OEM support
we offer Aston Martin owners an OEM
level of service, using Timken bearings
and modern lipped seals. And we have
remanufactured most of the 4 HA range
of parts so if there is any damage then we
canalways sortitout.”

BRAKES

A Lockheed vacuum servo-assisted brake
set-upis fitted to the DB4, which was
initially equipped with Dunlop calipers,
switching to Girling after the Series 1,

and solid discs all round with adiameter
between 11.25in and 12in. Antony at

ASD sheds some light on the subject,
explaining that these cars had what is
known as A and B braking, which refers to
the size of the front brake pads (B being



larger). However, it gets more complicated
thanthat. “The discs and wheels are

not all the same either,” he warns. “Up to
chassis 250, there are 16in wheels and
11.5indiscs at £355.47 each, 251t0 1000

is 16in wheels and 12in discs at £354.63
each with B braking, 1001 onwards has
15in wheels and 11.25in discs at £328.93
each.”

The brake calipers are a twin piston
set-up and cost around £210 each to
replace, although seal kits are available
for around £50 to rebuild an existing
caliper. Therear calipersincorporate the
handbrake mechanism with a separate
set of handbrake pads.

Visually inspect the condition of

INTERIOR & ELECTRICS
12-volt positive earth electrics
were originally fitted, but many may
have been converted to negative
earth and the dynamo changed to
an alternator. In all cases, look for
corroded earth points, fuses and
connections and signs of water
ingress. Test all electrical equipment
and don't assume a malfunctioning
gauge or inactive indicator will be
straightforward to fix.

Interior trim can be expensive to
replace if it's damaged or missing.
The heater selector controls, for
instance, cost over £800 and evena
demister vent surroundis £84. A horn
pushis £670, whereas a gearlever
knob is £184 and a catch for the
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the brake discs, looking for excessive
corrosion, pitting and cracks. During a
test drive, check the steering doesn't veer
when applying the brakes, which may
suggest a seized caliper piston (assuming
there are no issues with the suspension,
tyres and wheel alignment).

SUSPENSION

The front suspension consists of unequal
length upper and lower wishbones with
kingpins, coilovers (Armstrong shock
absorbers — OE-spec Koni replacements
are available) and an anti-roll bar. Antony
at ASD advises to check for wear in

the bushes and aluminium balljoint’s
hemispherical bearings by raising and

rear quarterlight (opening glass) is
£237 - the standard seal often causes
it to break, but a softer alternative is
available for £37. Check the front seats
move on their runners. A full set of
runners costs around £900.
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waggling aroad wheel. A balljoint service
kit costs £667.14 for both sides,and a
front suspension bush kit is £620.72. New
lower wishbones are available and are
£955.34 each and ASD makes the upper
wishbone arms for £873.98 each and the
upper wishbone spindle costs £110.05.

The rear suspension consists of a live
axle with coil springs, parallel trailing
links (also called radius arms), Watts
linkage and Armstrong lever arm shock
absorbers. Vintage and Classic Shock
Absorbers can recondition the rear lever
arm shock absorbers along with the
linkage. Antony recommends checking
for wear in the Watts linkage and the
radius arm bushes. “The swinging link on
the DB4 was made from aluminium and
is prone to cracking,” he says. “It's best
toreplace it with a cast iron DB5 one for
£283.46.”

STEERING

Rack-and-pinion steering is employed on
the DB4 and Antony at ASD warns that
sometimes the housing for the rack can
break. He makes later DB5 racks for AML,
which are ready to fit onto the DB4 and
cost £4,358.46.

Stephen Archer says the most common
steering-related issue concerns perished
or softened rack mounts which can be
replaced. With no power steering fitted
as standard, an electric conversion kit is
available for around £3,000 (excluding
fitting).

VERDICT

There’s no denying the fact that you need
deep pockets to be able to afford to buy
aDB4, but once you have got over that
initial cost, the upkeep can seem cheap
in comparison. However, thanks to their
value, these cars have become treasured
investments and ornaments, so don't
assume that if a DB4 looks as good as
new, all of its mechanical components are
in perfect working order. A meticulous
inspectionis essential. AMD
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READY TO WEAR AND BESPOKE COVERS FOR ALL CAR MODELS

T~ ConmrQh-

www.carcovershop.co.uk | t.01780 654088

SEE US AT RREC
CONCOURS
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= DRYING - EVER!

.co.uk

Filter out all dissolved minerals
for NO water spots

* Oppm pure filtered water'leaves no ugly watermarks
even when your car is'left to dry in bright sunlight

* 25 litre filter produces 1,450 litres in very hard water areas
7 litre filter produces 400 litres and typically lasts a year*
14 litre filter produces 1100 litres of pure water

* Most efficient shape for car cleaning
* Eliminate drying swirls, save time for driving
* Refillable and reusable filter saves money long term

* Hundreds of totally positive reviews - tried and tested
by pro & amateur detailers since 2011

G ANV)P”Z4 . 01780 654065
Mz/q w.

*One average car rinsed per week in very hard water. area See our full range of Concdurs winning car care products online
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ASTON MARTIN SPECIALISTS

SALES, SERVICING AND REPAIRS

Adrian JohnsonLtd

10 Pool Business Park, Pool Road
Poolin Wharfedale, Leeds, LS211FD

Tel: 0113 2843666

Web: \www.adrian-iohnson.co.uk

Aston Service Dorset

73 Ringwood Road, Longham
Wimborne Minster, Dorset
BH22 9AA

Tel: 01202 574727

Web: \www.astonservicedorset.com

Aston Workshop

Red Row, Stanley, Beamish
DH9 ORW

Tel: 01207 233525

Web: www.aston.co.uk

Bamford Rose

Armscote Fields Farm,
Halford, Shipston-on-Stour,
Warwickshire

CV364HT

Tel: 0808 123 1007

Web: wwww.bamfordrose.com

Chicane

off Ford Lane, Bramshill,
Hook, RG27 ORH

Tel: 0118 9326973
Web: wwww.chicane.am

Chiltern Aston Centre

Ley Hill Road, Bovingdon,
Hemel Hempstead,
Hertfordshire, HP3 ONW

Tel: 01442 833177

Web: www.chilternaston.co.uk

Desmond J Smail
Tel: 01234 713083

Web: wwww.dismail.co.uk

Fisher Performance Cars

No 1 The Old Works, Chateau Impney

Estate, Droitwich Spa
Worcestershire,
WR9 OFF

Tel: 01299 251444

Web: www.fisherperformance.co.uk

Four Ashes Garage

Birmingham Road, Pathlow
Stratford-Upon-Avon, CV37 OEP
Tel: 01789 266851

Web: www.fourashesgarage.co.uk

GTC Engineering

Red Ditches Farm, Silverstone Road
Stowe, Buckinghamshire, MK18 5LH
Tel: 01280 851100

Web: vwwww.gtc-engineering.com

HWM Aston Martin Flying Technician
Tel: 01932 240611
Web: www. flvingtechnician.co.uk.

Martin’s Aston Services

69 Cumbernauld Road, Mollinsburn
Glasgow, G67 4HN

Tel: 0141266 0020

Web: www.martinsastonservices.co.uk

McGurk Performance Cars

6 Brook Business Park , Brookhampton
Lane, Kineton, Warwick CV35 0JA

Tel: 01926 691000

Web: www.mcgurk.com

Nicholas Mee & Co Ltd

Essendonbury Farm, Hatfield Park Estate
Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 6AF

Tel: 020 87418822

Web: www.nicholasmee.co.uk.

Phoenix AM Ltd

Unit 3, Weybrook Farm, Aldermaston
Road, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke
Hampshire, RG24 9JY

Tel: 07539585066

Web: www.phoenix-am.co.uk

Pugsley & Lewis Ltd

Kings Hall Works,Kings Hall Road,
Beckenham, Kent, BR3 1LN

Tel: 020 8776 5577

Web: www.pugsleyandlewis.com

Quantum Works Ltd

20-22 The Alders Estate

Seven Mile Lane, Mereworth
Kent, ME18 5JG

Tel: 01622 431177

Web: www.guantumworksltd.com
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RacingLines

Alton, Hampshire

Tel: 07595 954882
Web: www.racinglines.uk

Richard Stewart Williams Ltd
Protech House, Copse Road
Cobham, Surrey, KT112TW

Tel: 01932 868377

Web: www.rswilliams.co.uk

Richards of England

Unit 1, Cedar Parc, Doddington
Lincoln, LN6 4RR

Tel: 01522 685476

Web: www.richardsofengland.com

RP Performance
Tel: 0203576 0075
Web: www.rpperformance.co.uk

Runnymede Motor Company
Tel: 01753 644599
Web: runnymedemotorcompany.com

Stratton Motor Company (Norfolk) Ltd
Ipswich Road, Long Stratton,

Norwich, Norfolk, NR15 2XJ

Tel: 01508 530491

Web: www.strattonmotorcompany.com

The Aston Advantage

The Pig Shed off Ford Lane
Bramshill, Hampshire, RG27 ORH
Tel: 07595 954 882

Web: \www.astonadvantage.uk.

TYRES

Longstone Classic Tyres
Hudsons Yard, Doncaster Road
Bawtry, Doncaster,

DN10 6NX

Tel: 01302 711123

Web: www.longstonetyres.co.uk

Vintage Tyres

Classic Performance Engineering
The Main Stores, Bicester Heritage
Buckingham Road,

Bicester, OX26 5HA

Tel: 01869 243528

Web: wwwyintagetyres.comr
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1970 Aston Martin DBS Volante

Introducing a truly exceptional and highly sought-after classic car, this ‘1970 Aston Martin Vantage DBS 6 Volante!
This remarkable vehicle is one of only six ever built, making it an exceedingly rare gem for collectors and enthusiasts.
Presented in an elegant Gold exterior, with a Black leather interior and a Black Hood, this Aston Martin exudes a

timeless and sophisticated charm.

This particular model has garnered significant attention, as it was featured in an extensive eight-page article
in‘Aston Martin Driver’ Magazine in November 2022. Its captivating design and rich history have captivated the
automotive world, solidifying its status as a standout among Aston Martin’s impressive lineup.

| Chelmsford +44 (0)1621 879579
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MOTOR

ADD EXTRA POWER
TO YOUR SHOWER
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MOTOR mens grooming products are aimed squarely at those
with motors in their lives! If you have high octane running
through your veins, what better than to have premium, modern
toiletries as part of your lifestyle regime?

Whether your life throbs to a lazy or flat plane crank
soundtracked by a high revving or enjoys the thrust
of a Turbo, these new, distinctively packaged toiletries
will kick start your shower routine, and then benefit
mind and body - through our busy lives.

All products are made in the UK of premium formulations,
using natural ingredients and extracts, scented with exotic
natural oils. The range is cruelty free, vegan and suitable
for all skin and hair types.

The ranges comprise of bodywashes, shampoos,
moisturising lotions and hand soaps.

ALL PRODUCTS ARE £8.99 EACH

for more information and to purchase visit:
www.morethanpolish.com or 01780 749449
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By Matt James
Editor,
Motorsport News

The popular GT racing ranks have two new additions in the form of an
upgraded Vantage model for 2024

O Adegree, modern-day GT

racing around the worldis the

most direct reflection onthe

origins of allmotorsport. To

begin with, only very wealthy
automotive enthusiasts could afford to buy
and operate motor vehicles let alone race
them. The current GT racing landscape
toois populated by well-heeled amateur
drivers who are out to slake their thirst for
speed.

Thisis usually done by purchasing an
off-the-peg specially designed sportscar
to the top-flight rules, GT3, or the more
accessible and more production focused
GT4 regulations.

The enthusiastic GT amateur racers
will then place their pride and joy with
awell-known team and usually hire the
services of a‘gun’ driver for the second
seat, regularly an up-and-coming racer or
amarque specialist,and then be eligible
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to enter myriad races around the globe.
These include some of the most famous
endurance competitions on the planet.

That means that the marketplace for
GT machinesis afierce one but also
highly profitable for manufacturers such
as Aston Martin, McLaren, Porsche,
BMW, Mercedes and even Toyota with its
Supramodel.

The well-worn adage of ‘win on Sunday
and sell on Monday’ might not ring strictly




true but a successful on-track presencein
GT racing can not only enhance a brand’s
road-going pedigree but it can also

lead directly into the bank accounts

of the ambitious amateur racers who
want to sign the cheques and fulfil

their motorsport dreams.

Aston Martin has been a major player in
both the GT3 and GT4 divisions for more
than 20 years now. When the firm was
owned by David Richards, the customer
racing programme handled by Prodrive
was expanded hugely and that crucial
income stream has not stopped since.

The launch of the latest version of
the Aston Martin Vantage GT3 at the
beginning of 2024 alongside the new
Vantage road car heralded a new era for
the much-loved sportscar, one which
would see it once again pitch battle
against the giants of the sportscar scene.

GT racing is cyclical. Imagine it like a
shopping centre escalator: the heady days
of the GT1monsters in the late Nineties and
early 2000s got too expensive, climbed too
far up the escalator and it outgrew
its sustainability.
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The wraps came off the cheaper and
less powerful GT4 model a few weeks
afterwards and the competition set was
complete.

The GT3 model will be the standard-
bearer ininternational GT competition.
The Heart of Racing team, the same
squad which will oversee Aston’'s entry
into the blue riband Hypercar classinthe
future with the Valkyrie model, has been
entrusted with running the GT3 Vantage
in the World Endurance Championshipin
2024. Thereis also a sister version of the
four-litre V8 operated by D'station Racing
onthe global stage.

The potential in the upgraded Vantage
GT3was apparent at the opening round
of WEC when Briton lan James, along
with codrivers Daniel Mancinelliand Alex
Riberas, finished second in Qatar in early
Marchin the Heart of Racing version. They
were followed across the line by D'station’s
Erwan Bastard, Clement Mateu and Marco
Sorensen.

The car learned lessons from the
previous Vantage GTE and GT3, which had
first taken to the tracks in 2018. The Evo
version has a twin-turbo format, upgraded
suspension and tweaked aerodynamics.

Given the boomininterestinthe World
Endurance Championship, most notably in
the Hypercar division, each manufacturer
is limited to just a brace of entriesin that
competition.

However, the marketplace is stillwide
open for the GT3 car. It willrace inthe
USA's top sportscar class, IMSA, the
popular GT World Challenge Europe,
the European Le Mans Series andin
long-distance races at the Ntrburgring

Nordschleife. Aside from that, the car can
feature in domestic contests too, such as
the ever-popular British GT Championship.

While Astonisn't officially involved in
any GT3 competitions outside the World
Endurance Championship, it does link
up with partner teams who operate its
products around the pitlanes and race
tracks of the world, and it can also help out
by secondingits ‘factory’ drivers to specific
teams should they need them.

Itisn'tjust sportscar racing knowledge
which has goneinto the Vantage GT3. The
Lawrence Stroll-owned company now
has access to some of the top brainsin the

sport throughits efforts in grand prix racing,

and it says that knowledge and expertise
willfilter down into its road-going range too.

Marco Mattiacci, Aston Martin's global
chief marque and commercial officer, says:
“[The new Vantage GT3] signals a closer
relationship between our road andrace
programmes, with Aston Martin Racing
benefitting from the exceptional pool
of talent forged in Formula1and found
throughout Aston Martin Performance
Technologies (AMPT).”

AMPT is anewly created division
focused solely on the higher performance
areas of the firm’'s work and it will oversee
the development of the new Valhalla
supercar. Being based at the new
Aston Martin campus at the front gates
of Silverstone means the free flow of
information between each departmentisa
huge boost.

Adam Carter, Aston Martin's head of
endurance motorsport, adds: “The new
GT3is our first opportunity touse AMPT
toplay aroleinleveraging the capabilities,

The Vantage GT3 finished
secondinclassonits
debut at the opening
round of the 2024

FIA World Endurance
hampionship (WEC) in
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The GT4 wonits
debutrace atthe
IMSA Michelin
Pilot Challenge
two-hourrace at
SebringinMarch

- v

attitude and methodologies of all of Aston
Martin's various nerve centres, whichwe've
then combined with the unrivalled GT
programme management expertise of AMR.
“The GT racing programme will serve
as adevelopment lab that will lead to an
increasing transfer of knowledge and
approachinto future Aston Martin road
cars.” The wraps came off the GT4 car at
the end of February, and thisis perhaps an




even more important machine in terms of
potential sales.

GT racingis cyclical.Imagineitlike a
shopping centre escalator: the heady days
of the GT1monstersin the late Nineties
and early 2000s got too expensive,
climbed too far up the escalator and it
outgrew its sustainability. So, the more
cost-effective GT2 cars were promoted to
be the blue riband racing actin the FIAGT
Championship. To fill the void where the
second-division GT2 had once been, GT3
was created as alower tier in 2006.

GT2alsorose too high and devoured
itself in high expense, high-tech cars and
inflated budgets and so it was dropped.
GT3cars became the headline category,
with GT4 being drawn up as the stepping-
off point for amateur drivers and it was first
introducedin 2007.

Unlike the top-flight class, the GT4 has
remained loyal to its more production-
flavoured rulebook, which has underpinned
its sustainability. That means it remains
highly relevant to the manufacturers of
supercar and very much within reach of the

amateur racer, hence the upgrade to the
GT4 Vantage had been much anticipated.

It takes many cues from the latest
Vantage road-going car and no stone
has been left unturnedin unearthing
performance, according to those behind
the design.

Refinements have been made to the
bodywork and a careful eye has been cast
over the aerodynamics. The GT4 rulebook
istight on what canand can'tbe doneinan
effort tokeep alid on costs, but arevamped
front splitter and newly designed rear wing
feature on the Vantage.

The GT4 car has to be more user-
friendly asitis not only a pure-bred
racing machine, but it has to cope with
the demands of non-professional racing
drivers who might want to simply use it as
atrack day weapon. Functionality is far
more important than fiddly set-ups for the
amateur racer.

Mattiacciadds, “The new Vantage
GT4 is abornwinner. Benefitting from the
significant performance improvements
seenin the sensational new Vantage

Issue thirteen |

MOTORSPORT
VANTAGE GT

road car and developed in parallel with
the Vantage GT3, the Vantage GT4

is ademonstration of the increased
synergy between our road and race car
programmes: class-leading power and
technology on the road translating into
race-winning pace on the track.

“The introduction of the new GT4
also allows us to build an even deeper
connection to Aston Martin’s partner
teams. We currently have 40 partners
in active competition across a broad
spectrum of global GT racing, many of
whom are running multi-class, multi-class
programmes. This level of engagement
underlines our commitment to all levels of
motorsport competition as well as building
closer ties with our wider community of
fans and followers, many of whom fellin
love with our brand through our successes
insportscar racingand at Le Mans.”

The GT4 isreputed to produce 470hp
although the rule makers run abalance
of performance across allmachinesin
the classin an effort to match the speeds
of the machines from each different
manufacturer. That hasn't stopped the
engineers going through the Vantage
GT4 with afine-toothed comb, seeking
out further improvements in the cooling
systems and suspension.

After its race debut at Daytona (which
was actually in advance of the official
launch in the UK) Aston has said it plans to
build 40 customer examples throughout
the year ahead.

Carter says, “The new Vantage GT4 is
very much an evolution of the previous car.

“Closer synergies between Aston
Martin's road and race car programmes
have enabled Aston Martin Racing
to capitalise upon the improvements
made to the new Vantage road car for
increased speed and efficiency, while
retaining the core qualities which made the
outgoing GT4 so popular with teams and
drivers.” AMD

Motorsport News is the

UK’s best-selling weekly
motorsport newspaper,
having been established
since 1955.
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KEEPIT REAL §

Aston Keeper Ltd has a practical and honest view on servicing Aston
Martins. We talk to the company’s Ryszard Nowobilski to learn more.

WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY PAUL WALTON

FTER ARRIVING at confusion. Its location is just one of many shows him as a three-year-old wielding

Aston Keeper's premises,  reasons that makes Aston Keeper Ltd aspanner on his father’s racing car.

| admit to checking different from most other specialists. “The love has always been there,” he

the address Ryszard Anotheris that most of Ryszard's acknowledges.

Nowobilskihad given me expertise was handed down through the Having owned more cars than he
since laminaquiet and leafy streetin generations: his father Krzysztof used to can count over the years, mainly British
Egham, Surrey. It's only when he opens race in Formula Ford (competing against marques, he'’s taught himself everything
the door of the house in front of me that | such luminaries as David Coulthard he has needed to know to service and
realise 'mat the right place and that Aston  and Eddie Irvine) with his dad. Though maintain cars to a high standard.
Keeper is clearly based at his home. perhaps unlikely due to his experience Aston Keeper's online reviews

“It helps keep the overheads down,” predominantly in the corporate sector, certainly show customers are happy
explains Ryszard (pronounced Ryszard has been around and worked on with Ryszard’s level of expertise. “If
Ri-shard) openly when he sees my cars all of hislife. A treasured family photo  you have an Aston Martin and want
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aknowledgeable engineering-led
approach, take it to Aston Keeper,” said
one. “Ryszard’s knowledge and his
willingness to go the extra mile have blown
me away. Never have | felt my pride and joy
was safer thanin his hands,” is another.

Becoming a specialist has always been
his dream and he finally made this a reality
in 2023 when he was made redundant
from his position as the global head of
HR for alarge company in the financial
services industry. He chose to specialise
in Aston Martin since it's the brand he’s
the most passionate about and has
been since he satin one of the James
Bond DB5s in the mid-Nineties. “I've had
Jaguars, I've had Land Rovers, I've had all
sorts,” he tells me. “But Aston Martin has
always been the one that I've loved the
most.”

In September 2023, he set up Aston
Keeper Ltd, the name coming from his and
(business) partner Jo's existing YouTube
channel called Classic Keeper about
their own distinctive collection of (future)
classic cars.

“llike the idea that Aston Martins are
something that are looked after like you
would a beehive; you have to care for it
since it needs huge attention to detail.”

After investigating the price of
commercial properties, there was
nowhere in his local Surrey area he could
make viable, so he took the perhaps brave
decision to work from home. It helped that
he'd recently built a large workshop for his
own carsin the garden. “We're working
around what we already have rather than
having everything tailor built,” he explains,
“but so far it's working out quite well.”

Due to the compact size of his
workshop, it doesn’t take long for him
to show me around. But it's clean, well
equipped and what it lacks in space it
makes up for in organisation with every
nook and cranny put to good use.

This means Ryszard can't have too
many cars on site at any one time, another
reason for choosing Aston Martin. “It'sa
niche market,” he says, “which suits me
because | dont want volume.”

The domestic location also helps
with customers getting to and from his
workshop. Unlike some larger specialists
that are often based in a trading estate,
miles from anywhere, Aston Keeper is
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The full Aston Keeper team; Ryszard, his father Krzysztof, and his partner Jo
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d checks th s . . .
- R\)I/1szz 2: af)Besc r:ad; within walking distance from Egham train

tobe serviced station.

Ryszard reckons that being based at
home offers several other benefits. To
begin with, he can offer a higher level of
customer service than larger garages.
With owners literally coming to his house,
he can spend more time talking to them
about what they want. “I'll then send short
videos explaining what needs that doing
unlike larger garages that will often just
email an invoice with an approve button at
the bottom.”

He tells me of a customer who took
his car into alarge specialist for a £2,500
service. At the top of his invoice, it simply
said the fan pack was broken. “It was
actually shattered,” Ryszard tells me, “The
plastic was crumbling and turning to dust.
The fans themselves were a few miles
away from coming off, ripping the enginep

-~

Aston Keeper’s
workshop is small
but well organised
Jo dismantles aheadrest ready to be retrimmed
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belt off and doing goodness knows what
damage. But nobody had explained this
tohim.”

Perhaps just as importantly, by keeping
his costs down he can afford to keep his
prices low. At the moment, he’s offering
acomplete service for a VH era of Aston
Martin for just £600 which involves, at
its simplest level, a genuine oil filter and
oil. Butimportantly, it also includes a full
day of Ryszard's time; if the car requires
any other work that will fit within the day’s
work, the customer no additional labour.
“This means if the top bushes, door struts,
boot struts, bonnet struts or anything else
needs changing, they only pay for the
parts. There's no extra charge for labour
becauseit’s allincludedinthe day.”

Ryszard was expecting to concentrate
on more affordable modern models such
as the DB9, V8 Vantage and Rapide,
investing in Aston Martin's own diagnostic
system for cars up to 2016. Although this
is very much Aston Keeper’s market, due
to his realistic approach, he’s already been
asked to work on older models such as
changing the head gasketona 1978 V8
Vantage. “The owner said, I read your
advert and you just seem like you're just
going to do what | need rather than a full
restoration.”

Due to the time they take and their
expense, Ryszardisn'tinterested in doing
full restorations, but he'll happily tidy up
cars where needed. “For example, the
wiper support on the DB9 often becomes
rusty. So I'll put it into the blast cabinet for
ten minutes and thenI'll prime it, paint it,
and put it back on.”

Anything that Ryszard can't do, such
as large machine work, is given to alocal
network of trusted specialists.

As further proof of Ryszard trying to
help customers save money, after-market
specialist AM Upgrades has already
appointed Aston Keeper as one of its
preferred suppliers for installing its own
headlight venting kit. “The headlights of
the V8 Vantage and DB9 fogging upis a
big problem especially in the winter. But
components are so expensive, if they
gowrong, you're in real trouble so we
regularly fit this venting kit. It's finding
these little things like this that offer a big
help to customers.”

With Jo's spare-time experience in

The three-year-old Ryszard works on his
father’s Formula Ford

all things textile, another service Aston
Keeper is now offering is small trim repairs
or modifying panels for upgrades such

as fitting amodern stereo. In due course,
they hope to add custom floor mats to
their services.

As for the future, Ryszard would
consider moving into larger, commercial
premises if the work required it, but not
at the expense of customer service. Plus,
by following Krzysztof into motor racing,
currently competing in the BRSCC SW
Motorsports Clubsport Trophy ina BMW
Z4, he's alsointerested in offering sensibly
priced race preparation.

The third member of the Aston Keeper
teamis Krzysztof, who occasionally helps
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The moment Ryszard’s love of Aston Martins
started, sitting in a James Bond DB5 as a child

Ryszard with some of the heavy lifting.
This makes the company a very family-
oriented concern, lacking the more distant
formality of alarger garage.

Due to being based in that quiet Surrey
street, there’s no denying, Aston Keeper is
adifferent kind of Aston Martin specialist.
But thanks to Ryszard’s understanding
of both the cars and what his customers
want, should also see it become a
successful one. AMD

Aston KeeperLtd,

Egham,Surrey

Tel: 01784 557269

Email: AstonKeeperUK@gmail.com

Web: www.astonkeeper.co.uk
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GET A QUOTE OR PURCHASE YOUR POLICY BEFORE 31/05/24
FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A YEAR’S CAR INSURANCE*.

IT’S A PASSION WE SHARE

From the moment we fall in love with the joy of motoring, to owning the models

we dreamt of as children, our relationship with cars shifts gear as life unfolds.

No matter where you are on the journey, you can rely on Goodwood Classic

Solutions to tak f quotes and policies, leavi to enjoy the ride. ;
olutions to take care of quotes and policies, leaving you to enjoy the ride CLASSIC SOLUTIONS
Because Goodwood understands that insuring a classic car is about more

than just cover; it’s about protecting your lifelong passion.

Go to goodwood.com/insurance or call us on 01243 913333

Goodwood Classic Solutions is a trading name of Herts Insurance Consultants Ltd. Herts Insurance Consultants Ltd are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under registration 309073
*For full Terms and Conditions please visit our website.
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As rechromers for many of the leading We have remanufactured a number of Jaguar trims

restoration companies and having numerous 2 » » POLISHING
4= Tty Aluminium rocker covers and carburettor

top concours cars carrying our work, we
dash pots etc.

know we can provide the quality, friendly
and professional service you require for __ REPAIRS

both your Jaguar and any other classic car. Carried out on all those damaged bumpers
and overiders etc.
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FROM THE CLUBHOUSE
AMOC

% Aslice of club life:

South East England

R
Find out what some of our UK areas are up to with their ‘motoring
and socialising’ courtesy of our regional area reps

Area 00 -Central London of around the world, we very much look

Words: Matthew Godfrey forward to meeting our Turkish friends in
Istanbul in May and look forward to meeting

I'm writing as our Astons emerge from any fellow Aston owners as we pass through

their winter slumber,commencing withan  Germany, Czech Republic, Hungary,

Area 00 run to the Royal Motor Yachting Romania, Bulgaria, Greece, Italy, Austria and

Club at Sandbanks in April. back through Germany and France.

In February we had the pleasure of Later in April I'll be hoping to report from
visiting Cliveden House courtesy of the Aston Martin residences in Miami,
Calleija Jewellery and Aston Martin but we are looking forward to viewing the
London to enjoy lunch and test the new new Vantage in the flesh, so to speak, as
DB12 and DBX707, both being very well as our March drinks at the RAC. In
impressive. We also enjoyed monthly June the main event will be one of our area
drinks at the RAC Club. members in his DB2/4 participating in this

In early April we went back in time year’s Mille Miglia! In September a small
hosting a 00 Zoom call (seems my group of us head to the Atlas Mountains,

account still works), where it was great to but welcome all along for the ride from
regroup from around the world. Speaking London to Gibraltar and back via Portugal.

Area 16 - Sussex
Words: Gary Wigzell

Area 16 had their first event for 2024 with a visit
to Bletchley Park, with a total of 27 cars spending
the day at Bletchley which included a private tour.
Itis a fascinating place steeped in history, some
of whichis only now coming to light after so much
secrecy during and following the second world
war. Twenty of us opted to stay for a couple of
nights at Flitwick Manor close by which served us,
and looked after us very well, with private dining
and excellent company. The drive to Bletchley
took us through some excellent country roads
along with a drive through Woburn Abbey Park.
Our next trip away is along weekend to France
(Reims) in May with a couple of champagne house
visits. Our final Sunday lunch of the winter was
held at Highdown and an excellent lunch was had
by all.
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Area 21-South East Hampshire
Words: Adrian Moore

The sun shone long and brightly making
the perfect backdrop for our March coffee
and lunchrun. It was a great success with
22 cars (18 Aston Martins) attending the
start of the coffee run at alocal golf club,
who made us very welcome; we will return
sometime inthe future.

Not all of those 22 cars went onto the
lunch venue, but most did and were joined
by others to make up another 22 cars on
parade with 17 Astons. The route from
coffee to lunch was well documented
and the Volantes took advantage of
the beautiful sunshine with the only
drawback being the numerous puddles
along the route. This meant everyone
was going to have to clean their Astons

JOINON-LINE

M Tel: +44 (0)1865 400400
amoc.org/events
amoc.ora/become-a-membet

M Terms & conditions apply. Aston
Martin Owners Club Limited.
Drayton St. Leonard, Wallingford,
OX10 7BG. Registeredin England
497630

afterwards as mud had streaked up many
aside and, in some cases, very artistically!
Soontoour lunch venue, who were very
excited to see so many Astons. Indeed,
because of the size of our party they gave
us exclusive use of their garden room,
which was a tented structure attached
to the pub overlooking the gardens. It
had glazed sides and was heated, but
the floor is what one would call a fine
aggregate’ finish. So, no stilettos or floaty
dresses but comfortable footwear and
warmish clothing was the order of the day
and it all worked perfectly. The food, all
preselected, was superb and outstanding
service completed a very enjoyable day.
The Area 21tour to The Netherlands
and Belgium in April will take in the lovely
sights of Bruges, Keukenhof for the
flower parade and then Ghent before
turning for home.
TheninMay we have booked a
stunning vineyard for our spring lunch.
On arrival we will have English sparkling
bubbles followed by a sumptuous Sunday
lunch overlooking the many hectares
of vines from the first-floor restaurant.
Plenty of parking for our Astons which
should provide a great photo opportunity.
Laterin the year we have organised a
long weekend trip, the ‘Suffolk Autumn
Discovery Tour’. We will be visiting several
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of the beautiful villages in Suffolk and the
famous Sutton Hoo. Whatever you are
doing in your Aston enjoy the coming
spring.

WHY JOIN THE AMOC?

B Welcome pack and member
offers/discounts

B Monthly and quarterly publications

B World class concours events

B Visit to places of interest with
exclusive access and display space
Tours —national and international
Racing and track days
Full access to the AMOC Forum (a
great technical resource)
AMOC approved insurance
scheme
Prestigious Club merchandise
Members are welcome at any
local event, anywhere in the world,
including BBQs, picnics, displays
at stately homes and museums,
tours, holidays, car meets, etc.
Allmembers are also supporters
of the Aston Martin Heritage
Trust, whichincludes access to
an amazing archive, artefacts
collection and displays at the
AMHT Museum (free entry) plus
their annual journal, ‘Aston
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Crocodile garage doors ﬁ

Homecomings and goings are so much simpler Expert Free

Installation

with a Crocodile Stowaway Automatic Garage Door.
Smart in appearance and ingeniously space-saving
in operation. It adds style, security and perhaps even
value to your home, it's the perfect combination

of design and function.
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ASTON MARTIN VANTAGE
s -

£38,495. First registered January 2012 (61 Reg)
this V8 Vantage 4.7 Manual looks fabulous in Onyx
Black with Obsidian Black Leather. The 4.7 Litre
Jaguar derived dry-sump V8 was introduced in
2008 increasing the power out-put to 420 bhp.
providing the car with additional reserves of mid-
range performance leading to an improved top
speed of 180 mph and able to accelerate from 0 to
60 mph in 4.7 seconds. Please call 01798874477,

East of England. (T)
120290

ASTON MARTIN VANTAGE

2007, £39,950. Finished in the most desirable
colour of Onyx Black with Obsidian Black leather
and a black mohair hood this car has had just two
previous owners, has covered just 48000 miles
with full dealer and specialist service history with
no expense spared. The car is powered by the 4.3
litre V8 engine and ‘sport shift’ manual gearbox.
In 2016 the car had a replacement clutch fitted
and has covered just 6000 miles since. Please call

01993 849610, South East. (T)
116559

ASTON MARTIN AM VANTAGE

1973, 78590 miles, £107,000. This Aston Martin
Vantage is 1 of 72 built of this type and according
to AML’s records was the 1972 Earls Court Motor
Show exhibition car. After David Brown had to
sell the company, the new owners wanted the
abbreviation “DB” to disappear and instead used
the designation “Vantage” for the last vehicles
equipped with the 6 cylinder. Thus, this original
stopgap is now a rare collector’s item. Private
sale, viewing by appointment, live video possible.
Please call +43 676 9176764, Rest of the world.
122857

ASTON MARTIN V8

1987, £399,000. Series 5 to ‘Vantage' fuel
injection spec. Manual. Please call 01993 849610,
South East. (T)

121690

ASTON MARTIN VANQUISH

2018, 980 miles, £435000. Zagato Volante.
Automatic. 2 door. Please call 01993 849610,
South East. (T)

121689

ASTON MARTIN V8

1983, 49000 miles, £149,000. To Vantage X Pack

specification. Finished in Black with Red leather
interior and black carpets. Rare manual gearbox
and a detailed history file kept from new. Please
call 01993 849610, South East.

121691
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ASTON MARTIN VANQUISH

£59,995. A new Aston Martin for the 21st Century,
the V12-engined Vanquish coupé debuted at the
Geneva Auto Show in March 2001. Styled by lan
Callum, the man responsible for the DB7, the
Vanquish was inspired by one of Aston Martin’s
most celebrated models: the DB4 GT Zagato.
Debuted in the DB7 Vantage, and Aston Martin’s
first power unit of its type. Please call 01798
874477, South East. (T)

116685

ASTON MARTIN VIRAGE

£99,995. First registered October 1993 (L Prefix)
this Aston Martin Virage Volante is the property of a
gentleman, and one of two cars from his collection
that we are currently offering for sale. With just
over 17,000 miles recorded this immaculate Virage
was acquired by the most recent titled keeper in
May 2016 with 14,000 miles recorded. Finished
in Buckinghamshire Green with Magnolia Leather
piped Green, Green Top Roll and carpets. Very
comprehensive records are with the car including
the original handbooks and service voucher book.
Please call 01798 874477, South East. (T)

123111

TO ADVERTISE VISIT:

WWW.MOTORFREEADS.CO.UK  CARS@KELSEYCLASSIFIEDS.CO.UK

ASTON MARTIN LAGONDA

£99,950. 1988/F Aston Martin Lagonda Series
4. Finished in Coniston Sand (one of only 5
manufactured in this colour), with glass sunroof to
the rear and Parchment interior with contrasting
Dark Brown piping, Beige carpets and Walnut
veneers. Please call 02085 679729, Greater
London. (T)

117336

ASTON MARTIN DB4

1960, POA. Aston Martin / DB4 / Coupe / Green
/ 3900cc. Being sold on behalf of Solicitors
executing a deceased estate. From long term
family ownership. Starting at 12:00pm on
Wednesday 14th Dec 2022, Bidding ends for the
first lots from 12:00pm on Thursday 15th Dec
2022. Please call 01233506266, South East. (T)
117481

ASTON MARTIN DB9

2005, £35,000. Full service history with full
vehicle check recently undertaken by Aston

Martin, Newport Pagnell. Brand new Michelin
tyres and refurbished alloys. Original unmarked
paintwork and interior. The car is well cared for,
and importantly, has been used. This car is one
of the best you will find in the UK. Please call

07484824240, South East.
115148

OR EMAIL:

ASTON MARTIN DB9

2005, 57000 miles, £39,995. 5.9 Coupe 2dr
Petrol Manual (421 g/km, 450 bhp). Titanium

Silver. Please call 01798874477, South East. (T)
122265

ASTON MARTIN DB9

2007, 31750 miles, £38,995. 5.9 Volante
2dr Petrol Seq (EU4) (394 g/km, 450 bhp).
Petrol, Automatic, Meteorite Silver. Please call

01798874477, South East. (T)
122266

ASTON MARTIN OWNERS CLUB
CAR BADGE
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£65. Size 6 x 4.5 inch, nice condition. Please call

07780 123683, South East.
121632

motor
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NEW VANTAGE

The first test of the latest and most powerful version of the always popular Vantage

1959 24 HOURS OF LE MANS

To celebrate the 65th anniversary of Aston Martin’s sole overall
victory, we look at the 1959 Le Mans

VANTAGE V550 LE MANS
To mark four decades since that Le Mans

victory, in 1999 Aston Martin produced a
limited edition Vantage V550
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ASTON MARTIN DRIVERS
ERIC THOMPSON

ASTON
MARTIN

LTHOUGHNOT as well

known today as some of

his contemporaries, Eric

Thompsonremainsan

important figure in Aston
Martin's endurance racing programme of
the Fifties. Bornat Long Ditton, Surrey in
November 1919, Eric grew up in Cobham.
Close to the famous Brooklands circuit,
he would regularly attend races, sparking
alifelonginterestin motorsport.

In1938, Eric and his brother entered
the Land's End Trialinan Alvis. “lt was a
totally unsuitable car,” he acknowledged
in Anthony Pritchard’s 2006 book,

Aston Martin: A Racing History, “it had no
ground clearance and no steering lock.”
Replacing this witha Ford V8 saw the pair
enjoy more success, including a Premier
Award at the following year’s event.

When he returned home, he became
aninsurance broker for Lloyd's,ajob he
kept throughout his racing career.He
continued to compete witha 1939 MG TB.

In 1948, an old army friend, Robin
Richards, invited Thompson to co-drive
his HRG for the Paris 12 Hours. Despite
the gruelling 7,767 miles, they finished a
fine fourthinthe 1100cc class.

This prompted Thompson to builda
lightweight HRG for the 1949 24 Hours of
Le Mans, buying aused chassis for £475.
Despite Thompson'’s lack of experience,
he and his more established co-driver,
Jack Fairman, finished a credible eighth
overall, winning the 1,500cc class.

They were equally successful at the
Spa 24 Hours a fortnight later when they
again won the 1,500cc category.

Although Thompson took his
first overall victory with the HRG at
Goodwood in August, with it not being
practical off the circuit, he soon sold

the car. “lthought that was the end of
my motorsport career,” he admittedin
Pritchard’s book. He was wrong.

In April 1950, Thompsonreceived a
call from Aston Martin's team manager,
John Wyer, who hed originally met during
the 1948 Paris 12 Hours race. No doubt
due to his successinthe HRG, Wyer
invited him to a test session at Silverstone
for a place in the Aston Martinteam. ‘|
obviously passed muster,” he continued

Racing History,

“because | was summoned to asigning
session and press reception at Feltham.”
Thompson'sfirst race for the British

teamwas the 1950 Le Mansinahard-
worked DB2 prototype (UMC 66),

which he shared with John Gordon.
Unfortunately, the car retired after amere
eight laps due to abroken camshaft.

He later finished fourthin the One-
Hour Production Sports Car race at
Silverstone in August using one of the
works DB2s, VMF 65, after letting his
faster teeammates through.

Atthe 1951Le Mans, Thompson drove
another of the works cars, VMF 64, with
Lance Macklin to a fantastic third. He
then drove VMF 65 again, now owned by
privateer team owner Rob Walker, at the
Tourist Trophy in Dundrod, taking third
inclass. His next race for Aston Martin
was Le Mansin 1952 sharing a DB3 with
Reg Parnell, but alas he never got behind
the wheel due to final drive failure at the

As an Aston Martin works driver between 1950
and 1954, Eric Thompson achieved many of the
company’s early successes in enduranceracing

drivers

two-hour mark. Even worse luck came
in August when again drivinga DB3 with
Parnell at the Goodwood 9 Hours, fuel
sloshed onto the car during a pit stop
which ran onto the undertray, igniting
the oil that had dripped fromaleaking
seal. Thankfully, Thompson managed to
escape unhurt from the burning car.

In1953 he bought the third DB2 works
car, VMF 63, racingitat club events
across the UK. He also borrowed a DB3
from Aston Martinitself for arace at
Thruxton, finishing second.

Thompson finally took his first victory
as an Aston Martin works driver when he
and Parnell won the Goodwood 9 Hours.
They also finished second at the Tourist
Trophy afew weeks later.

Forthe 1954 Le Mans, heraced one
of the two Lagonda V12s. Unfortunately,
helost control at the Esses on the 25th
lap, spinning into the bank, the impact
pushing the bodywork against the rear
tyre. Despite Thompson spending over
an hour trying to repair it enough to get
back to the pits, the car was retired.

Due to Lloyd's needing more of his
time, Thompson retired from racing soon
after, the exceptions being the 1955 Le
Mans and Goodwood 9 Hours when
he drove a Connaught, but he failed to
finish both.

But he didn't turn his back on Aston
Martin completely, often acting as the
team’'s gopher atimportantraces such as
the1959 Le Mans.

In1979 he bought the same works
DB2, VMF 65, that hed drivenin 1951,
using it for historic events throughout the
Eighties such as the Mille Miglia. After
retiring from Lloyd'sin 1981, he sold rare
and out-of-print books before passing
away in August 2016,aged 95. AMD
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ASTON MARTIN IN THE THAMES VALLEY
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1955 Aston Martin DB2/4 Built by Pierre Lamy (Parisian Aston
Specialist, now deceased), for his own use in Historic rallies.

In fabulous condition and considerably modified. One for the
serious enthusiast and needs to be seen. £175,000
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1962 Aston Martin DB4 Srs IV, completely dismantled,
fully restored and upgraded by us back in 1998 since when
it has covered only 19,000 miles. Fitted with 4.2 engine with

triple SU’s, overdrive gearbox, SS exhaust. And much more.
£375,000

1965 Aston Martin DB6 Vantage. \We have a choice of 3 fully
restored examples, all of which are in superb condition. Choice
of manual or automatic transmission, all on chrome wires, Well
worth viewing with prices from £295,000

1972 Aston Martin DBS V8, Finished in Signal red with cream
hide interior and fully restored by the previous owner to an
exceptionally high standard. Superb to drive and sensibly
priced for today's market at £139,950

1998 Aston Martin V8 Volante, long Wheelbase providing
roomy cabin accommodation for 4 adults. Beautifully finished
in Deep Ocean Blue with Cream hide, 32,000 miles only, and
one of only 63 of this model produced, hence Extremely Rare.
£157,500

‘;1.:-' "ﬁiﬂ-‘ "'.4_ : 4 %8

1998 Aston Martin V600 finished in Chichester blue with
Magnolia hide interior, 46,800 miles with a huge history file
and maintained regardless of cost over the past 13 years by
the current owner. Produced in very limited numbers and very
collectable. £299,950

“OVER 20 ASTONS CURRENTLY IN STOCK"

Email: martin@runnymedemotorcompany.com

www.runnymedemotorcompany.com
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ASTON MARTIN Walton-on-Thames

HERITAGE PARTS

THE WORLD’S OLDEST AUTHORISED
ASTON MARTIN DEALERSHIP AND LARGEST
SUPPLIER OF ASTON MARTIN PARTS.

For more information on Aston Martin modern and heritage Parts,
contact Aston Martin Walton on Thames.

FLYING TECHNICIAN
LET US COME TO YOU

vy} Have your Aston Martin serviced by one of our Aston
y s Martin technicians at your home, at your work or wherever
your car is stored.

The cost to use this facility is £99.00 in addition to the
standard cost of the service.

— To book our Flying Technician service, or to learn more,
[ V8 HN visit flyingtechnician.co.uk or call us on 01932 240611

HWM Aston Martin
New Zealand Ave
Walton-on-Thames
KT12 1AT f B @ @hwmastonmartin
01932 240611

www.hwmastonmartin.co.uk W © @hwm_astonmartin
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