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THE BIG PICTURE

Not wanting to overshadow its main 70th-anniversary 
celebrations last year, Ferrari decided to wait until 2018 
to commemorate 50 years since the ‘road debut’ of the 
Dino, rather than marking five decades since its official 
launch in 1967. That said, it’s hard to be cynical about 
this record gathering of more than 150 of the marque’s 
junior supercars, when 300-plus enthusiasts flocked 
to Maranello on 30 June for a special party.

Examples of the original 206GT were joined by 246GT 
and GTS, 308GT4 and tax-break 2-litre 208 from across 
Europe – including a number from the UK. A visit to the 
museum was followed by parade laps of the Fiorano 
circuit and this amazing aerial shot of cars recreating 
the signature badge, followed by a drive through the 
famous Via Abetone Inferiore factory entrance. AC
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W
hat is it that drives our hobby? 
A love of old cars is a given, but 
it’s about much more than that. 

It’s about finding like-minded souls and 
sharing that passion – plus occasionally the 
pain – with them. It’s about making new 
friends and enjoying collective experiences 
as part of the classic-car community. 

This was brought into sharp relief once 
again last month, as it is every two years, 
by the magnificent Le Mans Classic (p14). 
The road trip down to La Sarthe in our 
own cars, along with colleagues and friends 
on the C&SC Reader Run (which you can 
read all about in Our classics next month), 
has become an unmissable pilgrimage – 
2018 marked art editor Martin Port’s
eighth visit to his favourite event.

This year’s trip wasn’t without its
challenges. The cars all did themselves
proud, but we were missing several key
members of our equipe from Le Mans
missions past – those who have either
moved on to pastures new or joined the
choir invisible. So on Friday evening we
took to the banking overlooking the
Porsche Curves and raised a glass to absent
friends… then proceeded to make plenty
of new ones among our fellow classic
campers throughout the weekend.

The anticipation
brought about by
the biennial nature
of this event is key
to its appeal, but
for me the real joy
of going there in a
classic is the sense
of being a tiny
part of something
very, very special.

Welcome

102

128ALASTAIR CLEMENTS
Editor in chief, Classic & Sports Car

‘Performance through the gears 
is spectacular, the long nose 
lifting as the Jaguar punches 
forward with effortless pace’
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A
fter two years of  
waiting, endurance-
racing enthusiasts 
were given a typically 
brilliant spectacle 

from 6-8 July as the closed roads, 
packed campsites and grandstands 
of the Circuit de La Sarthe, France 
once again reverberated to the 
sound of historic racing cars for  
the biggest Le Mans Classic yet.

First run in 2002, the event has 
grown to become one of the 
premier historic motorsport festi-
vals, with the 2018 running 
attracting a record 135,000 specta-
tors to see more than 700 cars on 
track and an incredible infield 
display from some 200 car clubs 
basking beneath a blazing sun.

This unique meeting splits 
entries across three main grids, 
with each competing three times 
over the course of 24 hours to give 
drivers the opportunity of experi-
encing the evocative circuit in both 
day and night conditions.

Despite a strong entry of four 
supercharged Alfa Romeo 8Cs, the 
evergreen Talbot 105s dominated 
the oldest group (main image), with 
Gareth Burnett pulling out a huge 
lead in John Ruston’s historic team 
car, G052. Burnett was clocked at 
120mph on the Mulsanne en route 
to a 5 mins 50 secs fastest lap. The 
Georges Roesch design took the 
top two places, with Robert Spen-
cer’s Bugatti Type 35B holding off a 
fleet of BMW 328s to take third. 

Highest-placed Alfa was Martin 
Halusa’s fabulous fifth-placed 
Zagato Spider, co-driven by Nicola 
von Doenhoff, but this group is as 
much about dedicated enthusiasts 
in smaller cars; highlights included 
a team of Morgan 4/4s, and Belgian 
Singer fanatic Anthony Schrauw-
en’s solo drive in his immaculate 

ALL DAY, 
AND ALL OF
THE NIGHT

Nine Le Mans to an impressive
29th ahead of many bigger guns.

After three races, just 2.9 secs
separated the dramatic Jaguar
D-type battle in the pre-1956
Plateau 2. In memory of Jim Clark,
Carlos Monteverde teamed up with
Gary Pearson in the ex-Border
Reivers D-type, XKD 517, which
the Scottish legend drove to his
first victories. The duo were locked
in a dice with Clive Joy’s ex-George
Constantine D-type, which won
the daylight races but lost by 7 secs
during the night. The Maserati
250S of Richard Wilson and
Martin Stretton yowled home to
a strong third, with John Clark’s
‘Bobtail’ Cooper a strong fourth.

Cunningham machines were
enthusiastically applauded all
weekend, with Swiss Alain Rüede
finishing a fine 11th on his debut in
the 5.4-litre Hemi-powered C4R
recreation. The newly finished
‘Le Monstre’ homage of Derek
Drinkwater had a tough weekend,
but the hugely popular machine
was cheered all the way by fans.
“We’ll be back in 2020,” said a
determined Drinkwater. 

A similar reception was given to
the little Panhard Dyna X of Daniel
and Sylvain Ascension. Following
in the tracks of Louis Eggen’s 1950
entry, the twin-cylinder 610cc
saloon braved the track to finish
64th (and last) with a fastest lap
of 10 mins 8 secs – exactly double
Pearson’s pole time.

Monteverde, Pearson and
Andrew Smith were back to boss
Plateau 3 qualifying in the 1959
Lister-Jaguar Costin, but the slip-
pery sports-racer only completed
one lap of the first race, with Lukas
Halusa taking the spoils in the
iconic Ferrari 250GT ‘Breadvan’.
Roger Wills and David Clark

LE MANS CLASSIC 2018

The biennial Le Mans Classic returned
to the French Sarthe region for another
memorable weekend of competition
WORDS ALASTAIR CLEMENTS  PHOTOGRAPHY ERIC SAWYER/C&SC
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improved on their second place in 
race one by winning the second 
contest in their 1958 Lotus 15, and 
repeated the feat in the final race to 
pip the ‘Breadvan’ by just 3 secs – 
and that’s where things ended up in 
the combined results, with third 
going to Hans Hugenholtz in 
another Lister-Jaguar. 

Plateau 4 played host to the  
big-banger Ford GT40s, Shelby 
Cobras and Bizzarrinis, with the 
former dominating qualifying via 
Shaun Lynn; James Cottingham 
and Joe Twyman; and Richard 
Meaden, Martin O’Connell and 
Grant Tromans. The 1965 GT40 
MkI of Diogo Ferrão took top 
honours in the first race, only to be 
bested by David Hart in the second, 
with the Cottingham/Twyman 

LE MANS CLASSIC 2018
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pairing taking up the rear. A
masterclass in the final Plateau 4
race had the duo nearly 20 secs
ahead of Ferrão, but by the time all
of the results had been taken into
account it was the Portuguese who
came out on top, having made hay
by winning the first race by 28 secs.
Lynn finished second, with the
Cottingham/Twyman car rounding
out the podium.

After a shattering qualifying
performance – more than 4 secs
clear of the next fastest car – Gérard
Lopez and Meaden looked set for
victory in the fifth tier aboard their
Lola T70, but only recorded a
finish in the first race so ended
up well down the order. A sixth, a
second and a first were enough to
secure victory for Jacques Nicolet’s

PLATEAU 1
1 G Burnett 1931 Talbot 105

2 M Birch 1932 Talbot 105

3 R Spencer 1928 Bugatti Type 35B

Performance index 
R Spencer 1928 Bugatti Type 35B

PLATEAU 2
1 C Monteverde/G Pearson/A Smith  
1955 Jaguar D-type

2 C Joy/S Trenery/P Simon  
1955 Jaguar D-type

3 R Wilson/M Stretton  
1957 Maserati 250S

Performance index 
G Mestrot/J Da Rocha  
1954 Triumph TR2

PLATEAU 3
1 R Wills/D Clark 1958 Lotus 15

2 L Halusa 1961 Ferrari  
250GT ‘Breadvan’

3 H Hugenholtz  
1959 Lister-Jaguar Costin

Performance index 
M Gordon/N Finburgh  
1961 Lotus Elite S2

PLATEAU 4
1 D Ferrão 1965 Ford GT40 MkI

2 S Lynn 1965 Ford GT40 MkI

3 L Cottingham/J Twyman  
1965 Ford GT40 MkI

Performance index 
L Caron 1963 Shelby Cobra 289

PLATEAU 5
1 J Nicolet 1972 Duckhams-Ford

2 P France 1969 Lola T70 MkIIIB

3 T Seiler/M Seiler  
1968 Lola T70 MkIII

Performance index 
C Ward 1967 Ford GT40 MkII

PLATEAU 6
1 Y Scemama 1976 TOJ SC 304

2 R Büsst/D Freeman  
1975 Chevron B31 BDG

3 U Beck 1980 Porsche 935 K3

Performance index 
S Dance 1972 Ford Capri RS2600

JAGUAR CLASSIC CHALLENGE
1 M O’Connell 1962 Jaguar E-type

2 M von Oeynhausen  
1962 Jaguar E-type

3 V Gaye/A Reid 1964 Jaguar E-type

GROUP C RACING
1 M Lyons 1991 Gebhardt C91

2 S Lynn 1987 Jaguar XJR-9

3 R Kelleners/I Vercourtere  
1989 Jaguar XJR11

PORSCHE CLASSIC RACE  
LE MANS
1 U Bruschnik 1967 Porsche 910

2 R Narac 1974 Porsche 911  
Carrera RS 3.0

3 K Le Blanc 1973 Porsche 911 
Carrera RSR 2.8

LE MANS 
CLASSIC 
RESULTS

Duckhams-Ford, ahead of the 
Lolas of Pierre-Alain France and 
father-and-son Toni and Mirco 
Seiler. Despite victory in the first 
two races, the Ligier of Mister John 
of B dropped to 35th after a cata-
strophic third contest.

Flame-spitting Porsche 935s and 
BMW M1 Procars battled for 
visual supremacy during the night 
in the final Plateau 6, but both had 
to give best to the more extreme 
prototypes in the final reckoning. 
Yves Scemama produced a domi-
nant performance in his TOJ SC to 
take pole and two out of three race 
wins (after coming second in the 
first contest), meaning a comforta-
ble overall victory. But the other 
two podium places proved the 
importance of consistency, with 

Clockwise from main: T70 

trio of (l-r) Hall/Goethe, 

Lopez/Meaden and Hart 

roars into the night; the 

winning ex-Clark D-type; 

magnificent Alpine display





neither the second-placed Chevron 
of Russell Büsst and David Free-
man nor the Porsche 935 of Urs 
Beck in third having finished inside 
the top three in any of the trio of 
individual contests.

Some spectators complained  
of too many corporate parades of 
modern cars this year, but the race 
card was augmented by some 
competitive single-marque Jaguar 
and Porsche races, plus a fantastic 
Group C contest – sadly lacking 
star entry Jenson Button, who 
pulled out at the last minute. Fans 
of more modern machinery could 
also enjoy a spirited demonstration 
of Global Endurance Legends.

Away from the racing, there were 
fascinating rarities among the 
massed gathering of car clubs. 
Casually parked in the shade near 
the Dunlop Bridge was an unre-
stored and wonderfully shabby Alfa 
Romeo TZ1. This valuable proto-
type had enthusiasts guessing if it 
was real, but remarkably the ex-Le 
Mans race school TZ1, chassis 

LE MANS CLASSIC 2018
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7500-76, has been owned by 
Jacques and Liliane Simonet since 
1967 and was even used as their 
wedding car in 1975. As ever, 
Porsche owners were out in over-
whelming force, but the most 
impressive display this year came 
from the combined Alpine clubs, 
who all came together to mark the 
launch of the new Renault-backed 
A110 sports car. 

Other highlights included a cele-
bration of the National 7, better 
known in France as the Route de 
Vacances, that runs from Paris to 
Menton on the Italian border. The 
impressive line of classic saloons 
and period caravans looked like the 
traffic jam from Jean-Luc Godard’s 
film Weekend. Over in the paddock, 
star of the period transporters was  
a dramatic Bizzarrini display, with a 
Fiat transporter carrying a 5300GT 
and a wild P538S. Until the 7-litre 
GT40s arrived, Giotto Bizzarrini’s 
5.4-litre Chevrolet-powered GT 
beast held the speed record on the 
Mulsanne Straight at 186mph. 

JAGUAR E-TYPE S1 4.2
Making swift progress on the C&SC 
Reader Run down to La Sarthe were 
John and Jacob Thornberry in their 
E-type Coupé. “We’re here for Jacob’s 
18th,” said architect John. “I came two 
years ago for my elder son Toby’s 18th 
and it’s changed his life. He decided not 
to go to uni and got an apprenticeship 
at Classic Team Lotus – he now works 
with Bob Dance on Clark’s Lotus 25!” 

The Jag was bought four years ago:  
“I got an endowment mortgage, then realised I wouldn’t make anything so 
persuaded my wife that putting it into a car would be a great investment.” AC

1969 PORSCHE 911
Alan Shaw drove his Tuthill-prepared 
911 from the UK with sons Leon and 
Duncan – a trip to the shops compared 
to its previous adventures. A regular on 
Global Rally Organisation events, the 
car has racked up tens of thousands of 
miles, not always without incident: ahead 
of the 2016 Pan-American, the 911’s 
container was dropped from 30ft, 
causing significant damage. “We spent 
four days hammering things into shape 
and welding tears in the body before the nine-week, 10,500-mile tour,” said 
Shaw. “After the rally it was fully rebuilt with new sills, wings and doors.” GM

CADILLAC ‘LE MONSTRE’
There’s a famous photo from the 1950 
24 Hours of the Cunningham team’s  
‘Le Monstre’ being tailed by its Cadillac 
sedan. For one magical second that 
was recreated in the early hours of 
Sunday morning on the approach to the 
Porsche Curves. Derek Drinkwater 
passed the Swedish-entered sedan, 
only to lose brakes on the roadster and 
take to the escape road. Aesthetically 
challenged but fastidiously modelled, the car was built on a manual Caddy 61 
chassis with the support of the Collier Collection, home of the original car. JB

1937 ADLER RENNLIMOUSINE
The superb Le Mans Heritage Concours 
gathered 24 diverse racers, from 1928 
front-drive Alvis to ’93 Venturi 600LM. 
Best of Show was the Toyota 94 CV, but 
talk of the display was Alrika Allameh’s 
dramatic Trumpf. With front wheels 
powered by a humble 56bhp 1.6-litre 
‘four’, this maverick streamliner styled 
by Reinhard von Koenig-Fachsenfeld was 
the first all-enveloping coupé to race at La Sarthe. One of three left from six 
built, the Adler survived WW2 and was taken to the US by an army officer. MW

CITROËN DÉPANNEUSE EQUIPE
This pairing caught my eye in a display 
near Dunlop Bridge: a 1935 Citroën C6 
Dépanneuse with a 1924 Bignan 11hp 
attached to the crane fixed to the rear 
deck. The Bignan has significant Le 
Mans history, having achieved a third-
place finish in 1923, the first running of 
the 24 Hours, in the hands of Raymond 
Tornaco. The 2-litre was also victorious 
on the 1924 Rallye Monte-Carlo, but 
the company closed in 1931. The C6 
tow-truck is a six-cylinder version of the earlier C4 Dépanneuse and boasted 
wonderful patina, setting the perfect period scene at this historic event. MP

C&SC TEAM FAVOURITESFrom top: Scemama was 

untouchable in Plateau 6 in 

the TOJ SC 304; wonderful 

Bizzarrini diorama in the 

paddock, with transporter, 

support van and racers
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Sun-drenched Goodwood hosted 
its Silver Jubilee Festival of Speed 
from 12-15 July, sharing its birth-
day celebrations with a huge array 
of other anniversaries.

Chief among these was Porsche’s 
70th, marked by a striking, Gerry 
Judah-designed sculpture showcas-
ing six iconic models 52m in the air. 
On the hill, everything from the 
very first, VW-engined 356-001, 
via the ’73 Targa Florio-winning 
911 RSR ‘R6’ to the Paris-Dakar 
911SC and 935 ‘Moby Dick’, docu-
mented Zuffenhausen’s illustrious 
competition history.

Alpine marked 40 years since the 
A442 B won the Le Mans 24 Hours; 
for Land-Rover’s 70th, 70 models 
took part in a special parade (see 
panel); and it was happy 70th birth-
day to Lotus, too, starring Jim 
Clark’s Championship-winning 25. 
Of course, 70 years of Jaguar’s XK 
was also remembered, with Le 
Mans-winning C- and D-types, 
and the Alpine Rally XK120, NUB 
120, among the stars. Six decades  
of the British Saloon Car Champi-
onship was another theme, with 

highlights including the Austin 
A105 that took Jack Sears to the 
first title and his winning ’63 Ford 
Galaxie, plus Grant Williams’ tyre-
destroying antics in his Mk1 Jag.

Ford turned heads with the 
recently rediscovered original 
Bullitt Mustang and an autono-
mous ’65 notchback. In addition, 
60 years of Lola was celebrated 
with the Lola-Climax Mk1 and 
others, including the ex-John 
Surtees Honda RA301 with its 
Lola-designed monocoque, driven 
on the Sunday at Goodwood by 
Jenson Button.

Those who made the long, dusty 
trek to the forest rally stage were 
rewarded with the biggest-ever 
display of Colin McRae and Rich-
ard Burns cars, recalling when the 
pair went head-to-head up the hill 
in ’99. Other delights included an 
Austin Landcrab, Lancia Fulvia, 
037 and Integrale, Merc 190s, MG 
Metro 6R4s, plus a brace of Escorts 
for the model’s half-century.

Duncan Pittaway’s spectacular 
Fiat S76 ‘Beast of Turin’ was 
another Festival favourite, while his 

NEWS & EVENTS

FESTIVAL GETS IN THE PARTY SPIRIT

From top: Porsche 961 

takes to the hill; unique 

barnfind XK140 Michelotti 

coupé is to be restored by 

Jaguar Classic; Mercedes’ 

astonishing T80 LSR car
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Visitors to the opening day
of the Festival of Speed were
treated to a parade of some
70 Land-Rovers making their
way (slowly) up the famous hill.
Marking 70 years since the
marque’s launch, a hand-picked
selection of Landies set a new
record for the most vehicles to
simultaneously make their way
past the house and was led by
Dunsfold Land Rover’s Philip
Bashall in their recreation of the
original Centre Steer prototype.

Number 19 in the convoy was
C&SC’s own art editor, Martin
Port, who was delighted to take
part in his 1959 Series II ‘Trans
Africa’ 88in: “I was humbled to
be invited to join some very
important examples for the run
and it was wonderful to see the
reaction from the crowd.”

Tortoises
among hares

Cheetah-Chevrolet was also a talk-
ing point. His team worked all
hours to get the unique prototype
ready, but the V8 blew up on the
first run. Undeterred, Pittaway
removed the engine from a friend’s
motorhome and fitted it overnight
into the Cheetah. It finally roared
up the hill to a huge cheer on
Sunday, before the engine was then
refitted in the motorhome.

Mercedes’ paddock display
almost upstaged Porsche’s party
thanks to the sensational one-off
1939 T80 Land Speed Record car.
Designed by Ferdinand Porsche,
this six-wheeled wonder, shown
without its body, was powered by a
3000hp 44.5-litre V12 aero engine,
but the outbreak of WW2 meant
that it never ran. It’s the first time
the 11.7m-long machine has been
displayed in public, and it was
shown alongside the W125
‘Rekordwagen’ chassis.

Away from the action, the sanc-
tuary of the Cartier Style et Luxe
concours presented a fascinating
and diverse display, from pioneer-
ing electric transport – such as the
little-seen 1918 Milburn – to cars
launched in the Festival’s first year.
Classes celebrated Jaguar’s XK,
the Ford Model T, early Porsche

Clockwise, from below: 

Jenson Button samples the 

ex-Surtees Honda RA301; 

judge Linley with Mullan’s 

Monteverdi 375L; it took  

a mighty effort to get  

rare Cheetah on track

Speedsters and Spyders, and the 
groundbreaking Citroën 2CV.

A remarkable set of coachbuilt 
XKs with bespoke bodies by Ghia, 
Pinin Farina and Michelotti was 
brought together for the first time. 
In contrast to Peter Neumark’s 
class-winning Pinin Farina Coupé, 
Jaguar Classic displayed its newly 
acquired XK140 Michelotti coupé 
in barnfind condition. The dazzling 
Michelotti D-type coupé, based on 
the crashed remains of XKD 513, 
was another attraction.

Best of Show was a close contest 
between Neumark’s XK120, Gavin 
Moule’s McLaren F1 and Colin 
Mullan’s Monteverdi 375L, with 
the latter winning. Home-restored 
and driven to Goodwood, this 
Fissore-styled two-door created a 
stir among the judges. “My favour-
ite Dinky toy as a boy was the 
Monteverdi 375L,” said master 
furniture craftsman David Linley. 
“I used to race it over my father’s 
grand piano, but I’d never seen  
the real car.” Fellow judge Dame 
Darcey Bussell was also smitten.

Unlike many entrants, the 375 
was spotted battling Sunday traffic, 
heading home with a happy Mullan 
at the wheel. Never before has a 
Swiss car won a major concours. 
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Original Bullitt Mustang 

made its first appearance 

outside the US. Above left: 

seven-pronged Porsche 

sculpture pierced the skies
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’BIRDS OF A FEATHER
RUF is to be celebrated at The 
Quail in California on 24 August. 
Many of its most notable models 
will be on show in a dedicated 
concours, including collector 
Bruce Meyer’s 1989 ‘Yellowbird’ 
CTR #001, a CTR Clubsport, a 
CTR2 and an RCT, plus a new CTR. 

SHOPPING IN STYLE
The Classic Car Boot Sale returns 
to London’s Granary Square on 
18-19 August, promising a 
dazzling array of cars, vintage 
clothing and vinyl-record traders, 
plus street food, DJs and more: 
www.classiccarbootsale.co.uk

BIG CATS LAP THE UK
This year’s E-type Round Britain 
Coastal Drive will be flagged off 
from Pendine on 17 September 
by Land Speed Record-breaker 
Don Wales. The 4000-mile tour 
takes in John O’Groats and Land’s 
End, in aid of Prostate Cancer UK. 
E-mail info@e-typeclub.com

IN HONOUR OF TAMBAY
F1 race-winner Patrick Tambay – 
now suffering from Parkinson’s 
disease – was the beneficiary of 
a fundraiser at June’s Grand Prix 
de l’Age d’Or. More than €40,000 
was raised for Tambay and his 
family, with messages of support 
from Jean Todt and Jacky Ickx. 

Hagerty’s Festival of the Unexcep-
tional marked its fifth anniversary 
on 14 July, returning to Stowe 
School in Northamptonshire with 
a host of previous winners, a packed 
field of first-timers and a record 
number of visitors. 

Top honours went to Guy 
Maylam’s 1977 Chrysler Alpine, 
which the marque enthusiast had 
worked around the clock to finish, 
completing the restoration just 
hours before judging. The pre-
Talbot example is one of just 13 
Alpines in the UK – a remarkably 
low figure given the model’s warm 
reception and European Car of  

Meanwhile, Festival regular 
Gavin Bushby’s 1982 Fiat Strada 
65CL proved a hit with punters, 
the highly original Turin-built 
hatchback being awarded the 
People’s Choice gong. 

For the event’s fifth anniversary, 
all the show’s past winners and 
runners-up returned, joined by a 
special Invitation Class featuring a 
fascinating selection from manu-
facturers’ heritage fleets. Toyota 
GB presented its 1967 Corona, 
Mitsubishi brought its 1974 Colt 
press car, Audi displayed its 1971  
80 Estate and Vauxhall showed its 
superb 1971 Viscount PC.

Celebration of the ordinary

NEWS & EVENTS

the Year title in 1976. “This exam-
ple was a dreadful car, but once you 
start the restoration it’s difficult to 
stop,” said Maylam.

Also a rare sight on Britain’s 
roads is the Datsun Bluebird 1.6 
GL saloon. Kev Curtis’ 1981 low-
mileage car scooped second place, 
and Curtis fully embraced the spirit 
of the event by dressing up as a 
dodgy secondhand car dealer. The 
Best Dressed prize, however, went 
to 24-year-old Edward Morley and 
his ’72 Renault 16 TS. He braved 
the summer heat in a period blue 
suit, along with flared trousers and 
a beige shirt and tie.

Rare Corvettes on show
Approximately 150 ’Vettes from all
generations gathered for the Clas-
sic Corvette Club UK Nationals in
Sharnbrook, Beds on 1 July. Rick
Riccardi’s C4 was shipped from the
USA to be there, and others came
from Belgium and Ireland.

A major talking point was the
unique two-rotor Wankel-engined

1973 XP897 GT concept car, while
early models included Stephen
Warnes’ 1960 C1. Douglas Rae
brought his 1965 C2 Coupe and
Jeff Shadbolt displayed both a C3
and a ’67 C2 Sting Ray. Another
rare car was Barry Gibrail’s 1978
C3, fitted with a wild Greenwood 
Daytona continuation bodykit.

The new owner of the first
production Land-Rover, chassis
860001 (News, April), is INEOS
Automotive. Group company
secretary Yasin Ali confirmed
the acquisition, while chief
restorer Julian Shoolheifer is in
no doubt that the restoration
will retain an impressive amount
of original material; it’ll be done
in dialogue with Dr Andrew
Nahum, Keeper Emeritus at the
London Science Museum and
curator of the recent high-
profile exhibition Ferrari: Under
the Skin at the Design Museum.

LAND-ROVER 
RESTO IS GO

Mick Lambert’s C1 was one of six early generation cars in Bedfordshire for July’s event
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The winning Fiat Strada, Chrysler Alpine and Datsun Bluebird (l-r) enjoying the limelight

Jason Himpson’s Cavalier was top Junior

Basic five-door VW Golf is now a rare sight



At

Vintage&Th roughbred

Presents

Fontwell House

6th September 2018

ENTRIES ARE INVITED

FEATURED IN FONTWELL 2017:

COYS LONDON

Manor Court, Lower
Mortlake Road, Richmond,
TW9 2LL, United Kingdom
Tel. +44 (0) 208 614 7888
Fax +44 (0) 208 614 7889
auctions@coys.co.uk
www.coys.co.uk

COYS ITALIA

Giuliano Fazi 
+39 335 148 8303
giuliano.fazi@coys.co.uk

COYS EUROPE

Michael Haag
D-68165 Mannheim,
Germany
Tel: +49 (0) 621 412004
Fax: +49 (0) 621 415551
coyseurope@web.de

COYS FRANCE

Jacques Morabito
34, avenue des Champs-
Élysées 
75008 Paris
+33 (0)1 4076 5798
+33 (0)6 0203 6792 
jacques.morabito@coys.co.uk  

Coys are delighted to be returning once again to our now-regular feature auction at 

Fontwell House, conveniently located very close to Goodwood Motor Circuit during 

the week of the Goodwood Revival, with the auction taking place on Thursday 6th 

September.
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UP, NOT OVER THE HILL
Morgan will mark 50 years of the 
Plus 8 by gathering more than 
1000 Malvern-built classics at 
Prescott on 11-12 August. 
Among the cars expected is the 
first-ever Plus 8, returning from 
the USA for the event. See www.
morgan-motor.co.uk/toth2018

LANDIE PARKING ONLY
Record numbers flocked to 
Beaulieu’s Simply Land Rover on 
24 June, with more than 1000 
visitors and 500-plus vehicles, 
from 1982 Carmichael Commando 
six-wheeled Range Rover to 1970 
Series IIA Dormobile camper. 

HERITAGE TRUST WINDFALL
The Archive of the British Motor 
Industry Heritage Trust at the 
BMM, Gaydon has been awarded a 
£30k grant to fund a new project, 
The Art of Selling, focusing on  
a unique collection of British 
Leyland sales and press material. 
See britishmotormuseum.co.uk

POND-FIND CHUMMY
A 1925 Austin Seven Chummy 
rescued from Matching Green 
pond starred at Hatfield Heath 
Festival on 24 June. Other cars of 
note included a 1968 RAC Rally 
Mini Cooper ‘S’, a 1925 Sunbeam 
20/60 Open Top Tourer and 1955 
Mercedes 180D Ponton ‘Bakkie’. 

Bedfordshire’s Classics in the
Walled Garden has a uniquely tran-
quil garden-party atmosphere. For
the 2018 edition of this event on
4 July, around 500 vintage and
classic cars were in attendance, and
variety is definitely the spice of this
meeting – with everything from
Ferraris and vintage Bentleys to an
Iso Grifo, a Mini Moke and a
Morgan 3-Wheeler on show.

A perfect example of this diver-
sity came from Mary Hooper’s De
Lorean DMC-12 prototype, since
converted to right-hand drive and
still wearing its original Belfast
registration number.

Sports Hatch design concept,
which made its debut at the 1980
NEC Motor Show.

Alan McNab’s 1927 Bugatti
started life as a Type 38. It later fell
on hard times before being restored
by McNab using a Type 44 chassis
found abandoned in a hedge in
Oxfordshire! It wasn’t the only
impressive restoration at Luton
Hoo, however: the 1952 Daimler
DB18 Barker Special Sports on
show was one of approximately 500
built and was taken off the road
during the ’80s for a major rebuild
that continued intermittently for
a quarter of a century.

Classics return to the garden

NEWS & EVENTS

Cars being exhibited by the
nearby Vauxhall Heritage Centre
included a 1926 30/98, brought
along by Vauxhall’s Simon Huck-
nall. “The 30/98 has been in the
factory collection since 1948 and is
an extremely original, unmodified
and matching-numbers example,”
said Hucknall. “It was last recom-
missioned in 1964 and is driven on
a regular basis. It has been across
the Alps on several occasions and
I clocked up around 300 miles
just a few weekends ago.”

Another interesting but rather
more recent Vauxhall offering
was the ‘Silver Aero’ Cavalier 2000

Mary Hooper displayed her prototype RHD De Lorean at the popular Luton Hoo car show

1952 Daimler DB18 Barker Special Sports

 1932 Calshot Morris 8 is one of six built

Champs turn out for 80th
Some of the greatest names in hill-
climbing came to Prescott on 14
July for the 80th anniversary of the
venue’s first competitive meeting.

Six-time champion Scott Moran
and two-time champion Chris
Cramer, who ran the Gould
84G-Hart in which he won his
1985 crown, were among 30 previ-
ous hill-record holders present;

Moran set FTD (a rapid 37.99 secs) 
in his Gould GR61X NME. 

Former rivals Joy Rainey and 
Margaret Blankstone-Schoiber 
were reunited, and 49 Bugattis 
made the trip – Prescott being 
home to the Bugatti Owners’ Trust. 
They were joined by John Keatley’s 
Invicta S-type, which competed at 
the venue’s very first meeting. 

Eight decades of competition at Prescott Hill Climb, Gloucestershire, was marked in July
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A diverse array of pre- and post-
war machinery was on hand for the 
Chateau Impney Hill Climb, from  
7-8 July. Fastest time of the day 
went to Malcolm Thorne (Lotus 35 
F2) at 38.86 secs. Martin Jones 
(Brabham BT21B) was just over a 
second behind, followed by Justin 
Maeers in his Lola T70 Mk2. 

There were class wins for Mark 
Riley (Creamer Special), Robin 
Tuluie (Menasco Pirate) and Ian 
Baxter (Alta 61 IS), while Dougal 
Cawley (GN-Ford Piglet) put  
on a typically committed 
performance to top his class.

RACING TO 
THE TOP
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Federation

Skills development and the
availability of an apprenticeship in
Historic Vehicle Restoration has
been a key area of focus since
we launched the only Ofqual-
accredited course in June 2014.

But time moves on and
the Department for Education
launched its Trailblazer initiative
some time ago. It has taken more
than 12 months to formulate a
programme complying with the new
criteria but, recognising a broader
need than just the historic vehicle
sector, we have created a Heritage
Engineering Apprenticeship with
options also covering heritage
aviation, marine and steam.

The funding band we were
initially awarded was insufficient
to make the course financially
viable; we appealed and a higher
funding band has been agreed. One
major benefit is the removal of
any age criteria, which makes the
course suitable for older students
looking for a change of career, or
for former military service people.

The programme is available
from September at the
Federation’s facility at Bicester
Heritage and we are delighted to
report that momentum is growing,
with a significant number of
applications at The Classic &
Sports Car Show in association
with Flywheel. Find out more at
www.heritageskillsacademy.co.uk

Wide-ranging Heritage Apprenticeship

covers cars, marine, aviation and steam

DAVID WHALE
FBHVC CHAIRMAN

The FBHVC lobbies in Westminster and Brussels. 
Call Emma Balaam on 01708 223111, e-mail 
secretary@fbhvc.co.uk or see www.fbhvc.co.uk

update

Glamour on show at Heveningham

The Austin Ten Drivers’ Club picked
up the top award at a bumper
Bristol Classic Car Show on 16-17
June for its impressive display,
with second prize going to the
Morris Minor Owners’ Club, which
paid homage to the film Grease
(below). Local enthusiast Nick
Parker’s 1957 Plymouth Belvedere
took the Car of the Show award.

The Volvo Enthusiasts’ Club
celebrated 90 years of Volvo
Trucks, while the Yeovil Car Club
hosted a ‘firing-up’ area that
was headlined by a monstrous,
27-litre Meteor-engined
Brooklands Special.

AUSTIN CLUB
WINS IN THE
SOUTH-WEST

Beautiful ’53 C-type was pipped by the GTO

Wild Porsche 962 took the supercar class

Classics of all ages took pride of place on the Grade I-listed Hall’s pristine terraced lawns

Nick Mason’s class-winning ’62 Ferrari 250
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NEWS & EVENTS

Formula One team boss and 
IndyCar engineer Morris ‘Mo’ 
Nunn has died, aged 79.

In a prolific career that 
spanned four decades, 
Nunn worked with many of 
motorsport’s greats, including 
Jacky Ickx, Chris Amon, Mario 
Andretti, Clay Regazzoni, 
Emerson Fittipaldi, Alex 
Zanardi, Juan Pablo Montoya 
and Tony Kanaan.

He first displayed a talent 
for driving with solid F3 results, before establishing his Ensign F1 team, 
with which future triple World Champion Nelson Piquet made his series 
debut at Hockenheim in 1978. Marc Surer’s fourth place – and fastest lap 
– at the 1981 Brazilian Grand Prix was the Ensign team’s best result.

After a decade in F1, Nunn headed Stateside where he found success 
as an engineer, helping Emerson Fittipaldi to an Indy 500 win and the 
CART title in 1989. He then enjoyed more title-winning success as 
technical director at Chip Ganassi Racing with Jimmy Vasser, Zanardi and 
Montoya. He established Mo Nunn Racing for the 2000 season, backed 
by Mercedes-Benz and achieved decent results including a couple of 
Indy Racing League wins, before retiring in 2005.

Obituary
MORRIS NUNN 
27 September 1938-18 July 2018

The Ferrari 250GTO owned by 
rock legend Nick Mason was 
crowned champion of its class at 
Heveningham Hall’s Aviation & 
Motorsport Concours d’Elegance 
on 30 June-1 July, beating a 1953 
Jaguar C-type and 1964 Ferrari 
Superfast in the post-war category. 
The class  also included Mason’s 
1959 Maserati T61 Birdcage, plus 
the one-off 1960 Aston Martin 
DB4GT Bertone Jet and a 1965 
Bizzarrini 5300GT Corsa.  

Peter Mullin’s stunning 1939 
Delage D8-120 Cabriolet – famed 

for its role in the Gene Kelly film 
An American in Paris – won the pre-
war class ahead of a pair of Bugattis 
comprising a 1927 Type 37 and a 
’37 Type 57S, while the supercar 

category was won by the 1987 
Porsche 962 of Henry Pearman. 

Historic aircraft play a big role in 
the concours and this year was no 
different, with stiff competition 
from a 1936 Percival Mew Gull and 
a 1937 De Havilland 90 Dragonfly. 
However, the Hanna Aviation 
Trophy was awarded to a 1952 
Morane-Saulnier 315. 

Other rarities taking to the 
concours lawn in Suffolk included a 
1955 Pegaso Z-102, a 1993 Ferrari 
F40LM and a fire-breathing 2015 
McLaren P1 XP1 LM.
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AUGUST
3-5 Gloucestershire Vintage &
Country Extravaganza Steam vehicles
to modern classics 01453 890891;
www.glosvintageextravaganza.co.uk

4 Jaguar Breakfast Meet At the
British Motor Museum, Gaydon 01926
641188; britishmotormuseum.co.uk

4 The Sound of Speed Supercars on
track and on display. Marlow, Bucks
www.soundofspeedfestival.co.uk

4 National Metro & Mini Show At
the BMM, Gaydon 01926 641188;
www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk

4-5 Prescott Speed Hill Climb 250
pre-war cars take on the hill. Glos
01608 644999; www.vscc.co.uk

5 Goodwood Breakfast Club Classic
Car Sunday, for pre-1978 vehicles
01243 755055; www.goodwood.com

5 P6 Rover Owners’ Club Southern
National Show Brooklands 01932
857381; brooklandsmuseum.com

CLASSIC DIARY
7 Classic Wheels at The Old Dovecote
2018 Watch the sun set with up to
200 classics. Willington, Beds 01234
838409; www.nationaltrust.org.uk

11 Shelsley Walsh Championship
Challenge Celebrating 113 years at
the Worcestershire hillclimb 01886
812211; www.shelsleywalsh.com

12 AvD-Oldtimer-Grand-Prix Seven
decades of motorsport at the ’Ring
0049 2691 302 630; nuerburgring.de

12 BMW Car Club GB National
Festival BMM, Gaydon 01926
641188; britishmotormuseum.co.uk

12 Raby Castle: Classics in the Park
Co Durham 01697 451882;
markwoodwardclassicevents.com

19 Tewkesbury Classic Vehicle
Festival More than 1000 cars and
’bikes. Glos http://tewkesburycvf.org

19 Stonham Barns Classic Car Show
Family day out in Stowmarket, Suffolk
01449 711111; stonhambarns.co.uk

WINGS & WHEELS 
25-26 AUGUST
If The C&SC Show piqued your interest in seeing vintage aircraft as well as 
cars, this Brooklands event ticks both boxes with a five-hour airshow and two 
hours of motoring demonstrations each day. The museum’s VC10 ZA 150 – 
built at Brooklands in the ’60s, and one of the last to fly with the RAF – will 
be open for viewing, and past displays have included the likes of the Red 
Arrows. The on-track action will be equally eclectic, and with club displays, 
a hot-rod zone and military area, there’s plenty to keep you entertained.
01932 857381; www.brooklandsmuseum.com

CLASSIC DIARY

Pick of the month August 2018

21 Automobilia Monterey Huge 
California autojumble 001 831 659 
1551; automobiliamonterey.com

24-26 CarFest South Cars, music and 
family fun, Hants www.carfest.org

25 Concorso Italiano 800-1000 
Italian classics in California 001 425 
742 0632; https://concorso.com

25 Concours d’Lemons, Monterey 
Celebration of the oddball and awful. 
Monterey, USA 001 916 207 4645; 
24hoursoflemons.com

25-27 Oulton Park Gold Cup Historic 
racing extravaganza, Cheshire 01829 
76030; www.oultonparkgoldcup.com

26: Pebble Beach Concours 
d’Elegance The world’s finest cars 
in California 011 831 622 1700; 
www.pebblebeachconcours.net

26 Ripon Summer Classic Car 
& Bike Show & Auto Jumble 
Yorks 01697 451882; www.
markwoodwardclassicevents.com

26 Spridget 60th Celebration of all 
things Sprite and Midget. Wroxall, 
Warks midgetandspriteclub.com

30-1/9 Salon Privé Concours plus 
a 70 Years of Porsche feature, at 
Blenheim Palace 08081 002205; 
www.salonpriveconcours.com

31-1/9 Déjà Vu Ulster Rally Reunion 
Rally tour with Walter Röhrl. Belfast 
02892 689 258; rpm-motorsport.com

31 Dix Mille Tours du Castellet Eight 
grids at Paul Ricard circuit, France 
0033 142 59 73 40; peterauto.peter.fr

SEPTEMBER
1 TVR Pre-80s Day Celebrating 
40 years of top-down TVRs at 
Brooklands 01932 857381; 
www.brooklandsmuseum.com

1-2 International Autojumble The 
UK’s biggest. Beaulieu, Hampshire 
01590 612345; www.beaulieu.co.uk

CONCOURS 
OF ELEGANCE
31 AUG-2 SEPT
Why should the Americans have all 
the fun? While the Pebble Beach 
Concours the weekend before might 
be more famous, the Concours of 
Elegance at Hampton Court Palace is 
fast gaining an enviable reputation of 
its own. More than 300 of the rarest 
cars in the world will be on show as 
they compete for awards including 
The Jaguar Trophy and The Bentley 
Trophy. The elegant surroundings 
of Henry VIII’s Thameside palace 
are merely the icing on the cake. 
08443 380338; 
www.concoursofelegance.co.uk

GOODWOOD 
REVIVAL
7-9 SEPTEMBER
This is the big one. The FoS has the 
modern supercars and F1 stars, and 
the Members’ Meeting is a bit more 
exclusive, but for historic racing 
enthusiasts nothing beats the 
Revival. Highlights are too many to 
list, but the themed pits, which will 
hark back to Silverstone in the ’50s, 
will be worth checking out, as will 
Jenson Button on the track. But the 
atmosphere, replete with period 
dress, music and shops, is the 
real star here. Unmissable. 
01243 755055;
www.goodwood.com

All the shows, festivals, tours, meets and races that matter

Looking
ahead

For full event listings, visit 
www.classicandsportscar.com/calendar
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The opportunity to race on the
superb Grand Prix layout guaran-
teed a strong entry for the Historic
Sports Car Club’s Legends of
Brands Hatch Super Prix from 30
June-1 July. The Classic Formula 3
Championship grid was bolstered
by a number of Continental driv-
ers, and David Shaw won the first
race in his Ralt RT1. After an elec-
trical problem in his Argo JM6,
Tom Bradshaw started 25th for race
two, coming through to win from
Simon Jackson’s Chevron B43.

Michael Lyons was once again a
double winner in the Derek Bell
Trophy, but behind his Lola T400
were entertaining scraps in both
races between Neil Glover, Greg
Thornton, Mark Charteris and
Matt Wrigley. Glover (Chevron
B37) and Thornton (Surtees TS11)
took a second place apiece, while
Charteris could take consolation
from victory in the Classic Club-
mans race in his Mallock Mk20/21.

Title rivals Ben Mitchell (Merlyn
Mk20) and Cameron Jackson (Lola
T200) came together on the penul-
timate lap of Saturday’s Historic
Formula Ford race, letting Richard
Tarling’s Jamun T2 past. Mitchell
won on Sunday, as Jackson recov-
ered to second after an early spin.

Jon Milicevic and Andrew
Hibberd took a win each in Historic
Formula 3 in a Brabham BT21B
and BT18 respectively, while John
Burton (Chevron B26) was the class
of the field in the Pre ’80 Endur-
ance Challenge. Chris Goodwin
claimed a maiden Formula Junior
victory in his Lotus 22, plus Philip
House topped the Historic Saloon
race in his Lotus Cortina.

The Historic Grand Prix Cars
Association provided two guest
grids. Geraint Owen’s Kurtis twice
led home the earlier field, while Jon
Fairley’s Brabham BT11/19 won
both the post-1961 contests.

SPORT

FULL-TRACK TREAT FOR SUPER PRIX
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David Shaw leads Ian 

Jacobs and the rest of  

the Classic Formula 3  

pack into Westfield

Clockwise, from left: Lyons 

heads to Derek Bell Trophy 

win; House leads Spiers in 

Lotus Cortina duel; Burton 

(60) won twice in the Pre 

’80 Endurance Challenge
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MONDELLO PARK HITS 50
The Irish Historic Racing Festival, 
which will celebrate 50 years of 
Mondello Park on 18-19 August, 
is set to include a round of the 
HSCC’s Derek Bell Trophy (above). 
Tony Trimmer will be driving a 
Lola T332. See mondellopark.ie

1-2-3 FOR MK2S IN WALES
Paul Barrett and Will Rogers won 
the Red Kite Stages on 24 June, 
recovering from delays in their 
Escort Mk2 to pip the similar car 
of Steve Bennett and Osian Owen 
on the final stage. The Mk2 of 
Simon Webster and Jez Rogers 
was only one second further back.

LEGENDS REUNITED
Twenty-five years after their 
victory on an icy RAC Rally, Juha 
Kankkunen and Nicky Grist will be 
reunited with their 1993 Toyota 
Celica GT-Four on this year’s Rally 
GB (4-7 October). They are the 
event’s official ‘Rally Legends’.  
For more, see walesrallygb.com

MANGUZZI’S MONZA WIN 
Franco Manguzzi won the Monza 
round of the Alfa Revival Cup on 
1 July. The GTAm preparation 
specialist took pole ahead of 
Gerald Grohmann and went on  
to claim victory in the one-hour 
race from Daniele Facetti, after 
Grohmann was forced to retire.

Peter Lovett and Matt Fowle took
victory on this year’s HERO 1000
Mile Trial (8-13 July). The Frazer
Nash-BMW 328 crew finished
ahead of Stephen Owens and Bart
den Hartog (Jaguar SS100) and the
MG TB of Daniel Gresly and Elise
Whyte. Paul Crosby and Pete
Johnson went into the penultimate
day in the lead, but retired follow-
ing diff failure on their MG.

The route covered approxi-
mately 900 miles, starting from the
Royal Automobile Club’s scenic
Woodcote Park estate in Surrey.

Competitors travelled west to
Reading, then to Bristol via Hamp-
shire, Dorset, Wiltshire and
Somerset. After crossing the origi-
nal Severn Bridge, they spent two
nights in Llandrindod Wells –
making the most of the mid-Wales
countryside – before heading east
through the Midlands and down to
Chandler’s Cross. Along the way
were 19 tests and 27 regularities.

Lovett/Fowle overcame prob-
lems with their tripmeter, which
temporarily stopped working
during the morning of day two, and

Nash triumphs over adversity

VSCC races to 80th birthday
The Vintage Sports-Car Club was
back at Donington Park on 24 June
for the 80th anniversary of its first
standalone race meet, on 23 April
1938. Thijs de Groot came from
The Netherlands with his MG
P-type (above) to win the first Pre-
War All-Comers Handicap. He
was also third in the Triple-M race,
won by Mike Painter (MG Kayne).

Robin Tuluie’s Riley Menasco
Pirate topped the Vintage and PVT
Racing Cars field, Tom Waterfield

British entrants flocked to
Bressuire in France for the Grand
Prix Automobile Historique (23-24
June). Tim Lewis’ 1963 E-type was
the standout performer in the
Sports class, and if not for Steve
Graham’s 1929 Peugeot 201
Spéciale, the Cyclecar class would
have been a totally British affair:
Kraig Mycock produced a spirited
performance in his ’29 Riley Nine
special. The monoplace grid was
also a crowd-pleaser: GRACs, MEPs
and Boras were to the fore, but the
connoisseurs’ choice were the two
Popots, with Jean-Réné Popot at
the wheel of a ’69 example (below).

UK RACERS
DOMINATE
IN FRANCE

(Frazer Nash Super Sports) won
the Standard & Modified Pre-War
Sports Car race, Dougal Cawley
(GN-Ford Piglet) took victory in
the Special Pre-War Sports Cars
and Rodney Seber (Wolseley
Hornet special) won the second
Pre-War All-Comers Handicap.
Other victors included Charlie
Martin (Lotus 15) in a diverse field 
of ’50s and ’60s sports cars, plus 
Chris Chilcott (Frazer Nash) in the 
Pre-War Sports Cars Handicap. 

SPORT

their rev counter, which they
disconnected after it “packed up”
on day three. Gresly/Whyte had
their own problems – when they
reached Wales, they had to push-
start their MG due to alternator
issues. Then, on the morning of
day five, they were further delayed
by ignition troubles.

The Spirit of the Rally Award
went to Ian and Ewan Beattie in
their Hotchkiss 686 GS Modane,
while Richard and Noel Schneider
picked up the Against All Odds
Trophy in their Riley 15/6.
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Left: Lovett/Fowle fought 

a malfunctioning tripmeter 

and rev counter to win.

Above: Gresly/Whyte 

finished third in their MG







September 2018   Classic & Sports Car   37

LOST & FOUND

A quick look at the pictures of this
barnfind Rolls-Royce may give the
impression that restoration would
be fairly straightforward, but that is
far from the case. In the 1930s, it
wasn’t uncommon for bare chassis
to be driven from the factory to the
dealer or coachbuilder, and the
chassis of this 25/30 left the Rolls-
Royce works in January 1938 to be
driven to HR Owen. Owen in turn
sent it to J Gurney Nutting of
Chelsea, which added a striking
two-door fixed-head coupé body.

In May 1938, it was sold to Sir
Herbert Smith of Witley Court in
Worcestershire, then passed to
A Harley of Southport only five
months later. Harley kept it
throughout the war, passing it to
Clifford Martland of Rufford in
1945 – then 10 months later it was
with a JW Jeary of Birmingham.

The rest of the history is a fasci-
nating mystery. It has a Puerto
Rican tax disc from 1976, but it is
not known when it went to that
country or when it came back.

Hans Compter of 
New Zealand, who is 
well known for send-
ing his old-car finds to 
Europe and the UK, 
has now bought it. 
“The car is in very 
original and complete 
condition with the 
exception of the seats, 
which I suspect could 
still be in use in some-
one’s beach house in 
Puerto Rico,” said 
Compter. “What is 
mos t  r emarkab le 
about the car’s condition is that all 
of the aluminium body panels and 
mudguards are nearly mint, but the 
structural wooden frame has been 
almost totally gobbled up by the 
larvae of some voracious longhorn 
beetles. I have never seen anything 
like it in nearly 60 years.” 

The car is now at Compter’s 
European facility in Eibergen, The 
Netherlands. Making a frame to fit 
existing body panels is one of the 
most difficult jobs for a coach-
builder or restorer, even on an open 
car, and is harder on a closed model. 
So this rebuild will be a real chal-
lenge for someone. For details, 
e-mail hanscompter@xtra.co.nz

‘The wooden frame 
has been almost 
totally gobbled up 
by hungry longhorn 
beetle larvae’

ROLLS DRAWS THE WRONG CROWD

From top: the metalwork is 

in fine fettle, but beetles 

have destroyed the wooden 

frame; the Rolls arrives in 

Holland; motor is intact
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GT off to a flying start
The Escort came to Cyprus with an RAF officer in 1968 and has covered only 10,000 miles

familiar?
Want to track down a lost love or looking for 
history on your current classic? Send details 
and pictures to the p12 address or e-mail your 
requests to alastair.clements@haymarket.com

Look

MICHAEL WARE
Former curator of the National Motor 
Museum, Beaulieu. Send submissions 
to waremichael29@gmail.com

NG TA HISTORY HELP 
Steven Furse is hoping to trace 
the NG TA kit car that his father 
built in the 1980s. Q250 JDV was 
first registered in 1985 to Brian 
Furse of Plymouth, who then sold 
it in 1988 to a Mr H Bryson of 
Truro, Cornwall. The number has 
not been taxed since, so the car 
may now wear a private plate. 
E-mail: codgerbiddy@hotmail.com

IS THIS YOUR ELAN S2?  
“Reading about Jim Clark’s Elan in 
the July issue got me looking out 
a pic of my S2 fixed-head,” said 
Richard Elsey. “I wonder if it still 
exists?” Elsey owned FPM 1C 
from 1967-’72 and still has the 
owner’s handbook, which he is 
happy to give to the owner. E-mail: 
randc.elsey@btopenworld.com

FRIENDS REUNITED? 
Tony Cross would love to be 
reunited with his old Jaguar 
E-type S2 fixed-head coupé, 
registration number 3914 AC. 
“Sadly, I had to sell it in 1982 to 
buy a house,” said Cross. “I rebuilt 
the body and it holds many 
memories for me.” E-mail him via 
tonyferrari355@hotmail.co.uk

John Bones moved to Cyprus some
18 years ago, where he heard of
a 1968 Ford Escort 1300GT in
Alpina Green that had come to the
island when new with an RAF
officer. It did a small mileage with
him, then he left it behind when he
was posted away, and a local enthu-
siast bought the car.

“The Escort was always garaged
and kept under a car cover,” said

The Volkswagen Transporter did
not initially catch on in the USA,
but by June 1960 the country was
Volkswagen’s leading export
market. A rare Samba Microbus
from that year performed an
unusual role in 1983, after its
Oklahoma-based owner took it off
the road, removed the engine and
half buried it to provide a storm
shelter from tornadoes. Some 25
years later, a passing hunter saw the
shelter, recognised what it was and
told a fellow VW enthusiast about

Bones. “The owner only parted 
with it when he needed money for 
surgery. The car hadn’t moved for a 
good while, so we fitted a battery, 
added fresh fuel, cleaned the points 
and drove it home! It had the wrong 
seats, so I found some early ones 
and had them re-covered locally. 
The wheels are a bit too new and 
the steering wheel was changed to  
a Mota-Lita item a long time ago.” 

Samba fans in a whirl over new find
The Microbus had been 

turned into a makeshift 

storm shelter by its 

Oklahoma owner in 1983

it. He in turn tried to buy it, but it 
wasn’t for sale. Five years later he 
tried again and, the owner having 
died, his brother agreed to sell.

Via www.thesamba.com, a dozen 
other Samba enthusiasts were gath-
ered to help dig it out of the red soil 
bank into which it had been built. 
With the aid of a digger, the cutting 
down of many trees and a lot of very 
hard spadework, they achieved its 
removal in around six hours. After  
a wash it proved to be in much 
better condition than expected!

When the third owner of this  
1952 Riley RMF, MXM 310, died 
suddenly in 1991, the car passed 
to his daughter, who hoped that  
a member of the family would 
restore it. He removed body parts, 
engine, interior trim, floors and 
exterior paint, leaving the roof, 
headlining and dashboard, but then 
he also passed away and the car 
returned to the daughter. In 1995 
she contacted restorer Ken Niven  
from Dumfries. It was stored in  
his workshop for over 10 years 
before the owner sold it to him.  
“I continued with the bodywork, 
but with retirement catching up 
with me, no further work has been 
carried out,” said Niven. He now 
needs to sell; call 01387 760662.

RILEY’S LONG 
RESTORATION 
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Book of the month

Regular readers 
will recognise Jeremy 
Risdon’s name from 

his Mystery car entries, and this second volume of 
his research is typically thorough. It catalogues 
every make and model built in Japan from 
1935-’39 (vol 1 was 1902-’34); the ambitious 
project plans to cover the globe. It’s not light 
reading, but is a useful reference work. AC

£17.95 Edited by Jeremy Risdon, Pomchi Press. 
ISBN 978 1983476365

Standard and 
Triumph united in 
1945 and built cars 
until 1984. This book 
looks at each of the 
firm’s models of that 

time, from early post-war 8hp to Acclaim, via 
‘razor edge’ Triumphs and more. Technical 
info, commission numbers and colour lists are 
nice additions to the relatively light text, as is 
the section on commercial vehicles. GM

£14.99 Kevin Warrington, Veloce. 
ISBN 978 1 787110 77 9

Get past the eyeball-
scorching cover and 
this is another Haynes 
tour de force on F1’s 
most successful car. 
Much more than just 
an Owners’ Workshop 
Manual, it’s packed 

with insight and never-previously-seen 
drawings and photos – it’s the inside story on 
Prost and Senna’s record-breaker. Yet you still 
get Haynes manual staples, including a step-by-
step guide to front brake-pad removal; it’s a 
curious juxtaposition that really works. LP

£25 Steve Rendle, Haynes. ISBN 978 1 78521 137 9

Pomchi 
Book of 
Cars, Vans & 
Light Trucks

Triumph & 
Standard 
cars

McLaren 
MP4/4
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THE ASTON MARTIN DB4GT
Any new edition from Palawan, particularly an 
Aston Martin title, is an event, and this definitive 
history of the DB4GT has taken years to complete. 
For fans of the ultimate British ’60s GT and lovers of 
beautiful automotive books, this exclusive, limited 
edition has been worth the wait. With more than 
540 pages and 850 photographs, all handsomely 
designed by Stuart Bell, it’s a stunning production.

Marque specialists Stephen Archer and 
American Richard Candee cover every aspect of 
the DB4GT’s development, right up to the four 
Sanction cars built in 1991, before presenting the 
individual histories of all 100 chassis including the 
Zagatos, ‘Project’ racers and the Bertone Jet.  
The biographies of John Wyer, Tadek Marek, 
Ted Cutting and Harold Beach, who petitioned 
unsuccessfully for de Dion rear suspension, set the 
scene, then key figures behind the shorter (by 5in), 

lighter and faster sister to the DB4 preview the 
development of the various versions. And who 
better to write the introduction than Peter Sutcliffe, 
who drove chassis 0170 as his everyday road car 
including long-distance touring all over Europe to 
race tracks? Sutcliffe also raced Project 214 at Le 
Mans in 1964, where “driving down the Mulsanne 
at close to 200mph actually felt quite cool”.  

For those who could afford the DB4GT, it proved 
a better all-round car than any Ferrari as Claude 
le Guézec, sales director for Mirabeau, recalls: 
“The GT was fantastic, mostly because of its twin 

possible uses, perfect for road and track. I used it 
[DB4GT/0134] every day, even in Paris traffic. That 
was the great advantage of the Astons over the 
Ferraris, which weren’t very reliable.”

The individual chassis histories in part two make 
fascinating reading. The authors don’t hold back on 
the dramatic stories of the tough lives these cars 
often led, particularly 0116, which was reborn from 
a donor DB4 in the 1980s after a huge crash at 
Riverside. Full credit to the writers for using crash 
pictures, which no doubt shocked some owners 
and dealers. During the research, one well-known 
DB4GT was proved to be a recreation because 
the original was scrapped after a fire in 1969. 

The text is enhanced by a wealth of beautifully 
produced historic photographs, including a 
wonderful spread of six workers carrying a chassis/
body through the factory in 1958, and a set of 

intriguing wind-tunnel shots taken at MIRA, 
of DP212 with a longer tail.

There’s no doubt that £1000 is a lot for a book, 
even one as special as this. But if you do have the 
means, with such a limited print run, this exclusive 
book is a guaranteed investment – and, like the 
cars, it’s also a joy to look at. If you’re tempted, 
order soon because the 300 standard editions 
have nearly sold out. The 102 ‘Chassis Edition’ 
copies are priced at £1750 each. MW
£1000 Stephen Archer and Richard Candee, 
Palawan Books

‘During the research, one 
well-known DB4GT was 

proved to be a recreation 
because the original was 

scrapped after a fire’
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While the cynics may snort that Alfa’s ‘long-
awaited return’ is more of a PR exercise,
albeit enjoying a case of history-in-reverse
repeating with Alfa-branded Ferrari F1 cars,
the marque has an illustrious racing history.
Indeed, it took Farina and Fangio to the first
and second F1 drivers’ championships in
1950 and 1951 respectively – as celebrated

in this weighty book, that’s in both English and Italian.
It certainly succeeds in providing a thorough, no-holds-barred

account of Alfa’s F1 history. That it’s a reported review without the
first-hand accounts and insights of those involved is a shame, but you
can’t fault the author’s attention to detail. The photos are a real treat,
and this glossy book is packed with page upon page of wonderful
on-track and behind-the-scenes images that readers can spend hours
enjoying. And stats geeks will love the comprehensive table of results.

At times perhaps a touch verbose, it’s an enthusiastic and passionate
look at one of motorsport’s most evocative manufacturers. LP

€38 Enrico Mapelli, Giorgio Nada Editore. ISBN 978 88 7911 717 3

First published in 2016 in his native
Italian, former Ferrari US communications
director Luca Dal Monte’s 968-page ode to
Il Commendatore has now been translated
into English, and the result is a compelling,
fascinating and easy-to-read overview of a
complex story. The author covers all aspects
of Ferrari’s life, from his early racing career
in the 1920s and personal relationships with
his wife, Laura, and mistress, Lina Lardi,
through to his dealings with Communists,

Fascists and business rivals. Far from being another re-telling of the
Ferrari story, Dal Monte brings new information to light thanks to
unfettered access to Ferrari’s personal papers and key personnel, and
letters to Laura. Even those familiar with the man and the marque will
find gems in every chapter, while it’ll also appeal to those interested
in industrial history, politics and business. The result of a decade

of painstaking
research, if it’s not
the last word on
the Ferrari story,
it’s as close as
we’re likely to
get. GM

£35 Luca Dal
Monte, David Bull
Publishing. ISBN
978 1 935007 28 9

Veloce is well known for good-value books
on American muscle, and the latest focuses 
on the Barracuda, Dart and Valiant models 
built from 1960 to 1980. It follows the usual 
format of enthusiastic text from a model 

expert, accompanied by plenty of colour imagery – albeit of patchy 
quality. What the book does cover it does so in depth, but there seem 
to be some odd misses – the ’Cuda’s Challenger sibling is summarily 
dismissed, yet the author does include its Dodge cousin, the Dart. 
The design is pretty basic, but this is decent value for a 176-page 
hardback and we enjoyed the mixture of appendices, including a 
section on Mopar-engined exotics (Monteverdi Hai, anyone?). AC

£35 Marc Cranswick, Veloce. ISBN 978 1 787110 71 7

Alfa Romeo & Formula 1

Enzo Ferrari

Mopar muscle
Barracuda, Dart & Valiant  
1960-1980

WWW.HORTONSBOOKS.CO.UK

Peter James Insurance is the trading name of Peter D James Limited 
and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

CLASSIC CAR | AGREED VALUE | LIMITED MILEAGE | 
LAID-UP | MODERN CAR | MULTI CAR |

PETERJAMESINSURANCE.CO.UK
INFO@PETERJAMESINSURANCE.CO.UK

CALL  NOW 0121 506 6040

...If it’s important to you,

it’s important to us.

Classic car enthusiasts

are easy to spot...

...you can see it

in their soles.

Whether you’ve got your head stuck under 

a bonnet, elbow deep in sump oil or you’re 

on your back staring up at a drive shaft - 

your enthusiasm for classic cars is hard 

to disguise. 

There are plenty of telltale signs that give you away 

but none more so than your obvious passion and 

enthusiasm for the “un-new”.

Only enthusiasts like yourself will happily chat away 

to a pair of size 10s for hours - without even 

expecting a reply. 

And, you wouldn’t do it unless you loved it.
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MODELS

del of the month

1:18
1 Spark’s ex-Ludwig/Winter/
Barilla 1985 Le Mans 24 Hours-
winning Porsche 956, £134.99
2 Sun Star’s ex-Mikkola 1985 
Hong Kong-Beijing Rally-winning
Audi quattro A2, £94.99
3 Minichamps’ ex-Tobiasson/
Nordstrom 1972 Nürburgring 
6 Hours BMW 2002, £119.99

1:43
4 Spark’s ex-Stirling Moss 1958
Dutch Grand Prix-winning 
Vanwall VW57, £53.99
5 Neo’s 2010 Bentley 
Continental Flying S £ 9 99
6 Spark’s 1965 Bent
£53.99
7 AutoCult’s Ginetta
G15, £90.99
8 Oxford’s Rolls-Roy
Silver Dawn, £24.99
9 Spark’s ex-James 
Hunt 1975 Dutch 
Grand Prix-winning 
Hesketh 308B, £53.99
10 Neo’s 1990 Audi 200 
quattro 20v, £72.99
11 Neo’s ex-Roger Clark 
1979 Ford Fiesta 1600 
Group 2, £77.99
12 Neo’s 1937 Lincoln 
Zephyr, £79.99

Unless stated, all items
 are available from St Martins 

Models (08448 878888; 
www.diecastlegends.com); 

10% discount for orders from 
C&SC readers quoting ‘CS0918’

1955 LANCIA D50
1:18, CMC, £305.99

Award-winning German model manufacturer 
CMC has a tradition of outstanding detailing in its 
miniatures, but it’s often hidden under bodywork. 
In recent years, however, the firm has also 
produced several special-edition model cars 
stripped of their panels, which make superb 
display items. The latest 1:18 rolling chassis 

celebrates Vittorio Jano’s 
innovative Lancia D50 Grand 
Prix challenger. 

The exquisite exposed 
chassis highlights the tubular 

frame, the offset 2.5-litre V8 
engine and the rear transaxle. The 

model was produced in co-operation 
with British specialist Jim Stokes Workshops, 
which co-built the stunning Lancia-Ferrari D50 
recreation in recent years. Only the surprising 
addition of modern Sabelt seatbelt fittings spoils 
the presentation of this superb model. 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
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Classic technicolour triumphsHammer time

Retro wristwear

A combined passion has inspired a
series of magnificent stained-
glass works revolving around
classic-car parts, after
evening classes in stained
glass led schoolteacher
Karen Jewers to transform
a spare Daimler DE27
grille hanging in her
business partner Ray’s
garage, with stunning
results (right). Jewers’
Art Deco-style grille has
since inspired a series
of works that include a
classic Ferrari coffee table
and several lamps based
on the Daimler Lucas
P100 headlight.
www.classic-car-art.co.uk;
karen.jewers@btinternet.com

Laser Tools’ new
soft-faced dead-blow
hammer weighs in at
10.5lb (4.76kg), and

with a length of 762mm is
well-suited to heavy-duty
tasks such as removing
wheels that have seized
solid to a hub through
dissimilar metal
corrosion. As well as
minimising damage to
the surface of the wheel,
the soft face helps
prevent unpredictable
bounce-back – useful
where lack of space
or a valuable vehicle
are a consideration.
It’s priced at £205.75.
www.lasertools.co.uk

These affordable chronographs 
from Roue Watches are inspired 
by classic cars and other vehicles. 
The range includes the CHR 
(£162.80, with Miyota movement) 
and the SSD (£134.19, with Seiko 
internals), in various finishes 
and with different straps.
www.greycar.com (visit Stand 37 
at the Goodwood Revival)

This new windscreen from Mini
Sport is a faithful replica of the
half-heated ’screen fitted to the
works cars of the early 1960s,
including Paddy Hopkirk’s 1964
Rallye Monte-Carlo-winning car,
33 EJB. Please note that because
only half the ’screen is heated, it’s
only suitable for right-hand-drive
cars. It’s a cool period touch for a
classic Mini, priced at £392.23.
Alternatively, get the slightly
more practical Monte-style full
heated windscreen for £253.72.
01282 778731; www.minisport.com

Tested this month
CTEK MSX 5.0
Ctek’s MSX 5.0 battery charger is
priced at £79.99 and suited to lead-
acid batteries from 1.2-110Ah. It has 
automatic temperature compensation 
for effective charging even in chilly 
conditions. It also runs diagnostics to 
assess the condition of the battery, 
and has an automatic desulphation 
programme plus a reconditioning 
function for rescuing fully discharged 
batteries. Our test car had suffered 
long-term battery woes, but has been 
transformed – spinning over faster 
and apparently retaining charge more 
readily following a couple of months 
hooked up to the MSX 5.0. AC
www.ctek.com

GORILLA TAPE 
No classic-car toolbox is complete 
without duct tape, and Gorilla Tape 
(£5) is one of the toughest. It’s made 
using double-thickness adhesive, 
with reinforced backing and a rugged 
water-resistant shell, and it sticks to 
everything from wood and stone to 
brickwork. It’s easy to tear but holds 
fast – perfect for tough jobs around 
your workshop. C&SC staff members 
are all big fans of this tape and
have found it to be one of the
best out there, 
standing up to 
contaminants 
such as oil, and 
lasting for a 
long time as 
well. GM
www.wilko.com

Mini marvels

9/10

Polish artist Piotr Jedrzejuk has produced 
a dramatic series of posters combining 
dream classic cars and spectacular Stateside 
locations. Over the past 18 months, 
Jedrzejuk has completed 50 designs 
featuring his American road-trip fantasies, 
which range from a Voisin roadster cruising 
through Georgia Woods to an Audi quattro 
storming Pikes Peak. They’re available 
in various sizes and at a range of prices 
(A1 $40, A3 $25 and A5 $9). 
www.indiegogo.com/projects/the-
american-dream-roadside-america-
prints-cars-design#

AMERICAN 
FANTASY 
PRINTS

8/10



D-type tribute
Few shapes suit sculpture better
than Jaguar’s D-type. The latest
offering from Robin Bark’s studio
celebrates the triple Le Mans
winner with a new series including
the ‘Long Nose’ racer and XKSS.
Each limited-edition piece is cast
in solid aluminium by an English
foundry, and is hand-finished.
D-type prices start at £300; a
nickel-plated sculpture is £500.
www.robinbark-motorart.com;
robinbark@yahoo.co.uk

Costa Rica might not have
great motor-racing heritage,
but local firm Pacto produces
a superb range of retro helmets
and driving gear. The former
includes the ’50s-style Carrera
(above), which is handmade
with a glassfibre shell, a cork
inner and leather straps ($850).
www.pacto-store.com;
dcotocruz@hotmail.com

CHIPEX SCREEN WASH
We spend enough time and money
on our cars, so tend to skimp on
screenwash. At £13.95 it isn’t the
cheapest on the market, but the
latest Chipex offering is a worthy 
upgrade. The highly concentrated 
solution is both hydrophobic and 
aquaphobic, which helps rainwater 
to bead on your ’screen before 
flying off at speeds upwards of 
40mph. It also helps to prevent 
dirt build up, making muck easier 
to remove, all the while reducing 
streaks and smears. It’s important 
to drain your car’s washer bottle 
and flush with clean water before 
filling with Chipex, and there’s 
enough in the bottle to fill a 
5-litre tank seven times. GM
01295 258308; www.chipex.co.uk

7/10

Legendary lids

Looking good on the surface
Eastwood’s surface-conditioning tool makes stripping paintwork and 
removing rust from a project car much quicker than by hand, thanks to 
its rotating drum and high-torque, ball-bearing-supported motor. Speed 
is controlled via a six-position rotary knob, with different rpm suitable 
for abrasive, stripping, finishing and buffing drums, each available from 
£7.20. A drum guard and rigidly mounted ‘D’ handle provide protection 
for the user, and a comfortable and ergonomic operating position, while 
the on/off trigger control ensures that it only remains in the ‘on’ position 
when it is being held firmly. The tool is priced at £218.40.
020 8867 2000; www.moss-europe.co.uk

www.liquidleather.com

www.auto-mate.co.uk

FMASTER
DYE 250ML

GT11 LEATHER 
CONDITIONER 250MLCLEANER 250ML

Get your car ready for 
Summer with Liquid Leather

SHOP
NOW
liquidleather.com

Liquid Leather is a leader 
and innovator in the cleaning, 
conditioning and restoration 
of leather.

The AutoMate range has been developed by a 
dedicated team of experts and is carefully produced 
in the UK to exacting standards 
in order to create a truly 
exceptional product range.

TYRE DRESSING
250ML

DASH & INTERIOR 
CLEANER 500ML

COLOUR REFRESH 
POLISH 250ML



FINE ENTRIES
ARE NOW INVITED
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THE 
AUTUMN 
SALE

1965 JAGUAR  E-TYPE 
SERIES I COUPÉ
Sold by Historics

7th July 2018
£145,600

SATURDAY
22ND SEPTEMBER

BROOKLANDS 
MUSEUM



S
ome of my most memorable drives 
have been in hire cars, none more 
so than a basic Renault Twingo 
when driven up the famed Mont 
Ventoux hillclimb. I now look at 
Peuguot 108s with similar affec-
tion after my recent Corsican 

holiday. Road testers have criticised its refine-
ment for city driving, but I’ll never forget the 
growl of that 1.2-litre triple over the fantastic 
N196 from Ajaccio to Propriano. Post-rush-
hour, the route was virtually deserted and the
understated little Pug thankfully didn’t engage
with the few determined locals chasing home.

My Kiwi chum Rob Whitehouse had previ-
ously taken his Lancia 037 over to the island for
a historic rally and marvelled at the spectacular
roads, but warned about the Corsican drivers –
who all think they’re the next Sébastien Ogier.
The challenge of maintaining speed, leaning
through the fast climbing bends up to Sartène 
during the golden hour, was great fun. Only the 
ping of the low-fuel warning cooled my pace on 
the downhill run back towards the sea.

It’s taken 60 years for me to finally visit the 
island, which lived up to all expectations. The 
combination of magnificent coastlines and sinu-
ous mountain passes, all blessed with road 
surfaces that put the UK to shame, make it a 
driver’s paradise, if you’re out of season and 
avoid rush hour. Little wonder so many ’bikers 
now take the ferry across the Ligurian Sea.

Back in the 1920s, a fine car must have been a 
real novelty around the quiet roads, as proved by 
a vintage postcard I discovered of the clifftop 
road cut through the granite Calanques de 
Piana. Today you need to visit early in the morn-
ing to beat the coaches and motorhomes.

Over the week I’d spotted several classics and 
as I coasted down to Propriano, I couldn’t help 
thinking about dream cars to explore this beauti-
ful island. To my partner Liz’s frustration, I was 
regularly distracted by abandoned Renault 
Quatrelles spotted under olive trees in remote 
farmyards but we never saw a DS, so presumably 
most older cars have rotted away in the salty air.  

The most common classics were Citroën 
Méharis, but most were tourist attractions, 
parked around the marinas as local runabouts. 
The exposed, gutless flat-twin would soon lose 
its appeal on the tortuous mountain routes.

On the road, several visiting classics were 
enthusiastically spotted including a Healey 
3000, a Lancia Integrale and a cool early MGB. 
Finished in light blue and on French plates, it 
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‘Urgent torque would be 
continually rewarding 
when accelerating out of 
endless mountain turns’

looked like a 1960s advert as it burbled down the 
Vallée de l’Asco in the late afternoon sun. 

On our last night, a pack of modern Ferraris 
arrived noisily into the hotel car park. But these 
brazen, ‘look-at-me’ supercars won’t come close 
to achieving their potential on this island.

As a fantasy destination for personal dream 
cars, Corsica would be awesome in a super-
charged Alfa Romeo 8C Monza or an AC Cobra, 
where urgent torque would be continually 
rewarding when accelerating out of the endless 
mountain turns, not to mention the joy of a 
glorious exhaust note rebounding off the rocks. 
More realistically, a Caterham Seven 160 would 
be huge fun: cramped and impractical for two, 
perhaps, but its super-responsive steering, 
handling and brakes would be perfect. 

Any number of classic rally cars with Tour de 
Corse heritage would fulfil all those Jean 
Ragnotti fantasies – from Alpine A110 to 
Renault 5 Turbo – but the history of Henri 
Toivonen and other rally deaths would deter any 
serious pace. Little wonder the Group B era 
ended on these roads with their scary drops and 
few barriers. The distracting vistas regularly 
took my eyes away from the road, with nervous 
protests from my ever-tolerant companion.

One day I’d love to bring my Alfa Duetto or 
Mazda MX-5 to Corsica, but ultimately I think 
I’d have more fun with another Pug 108 hire car. 
Closing my eyes, I can still hear the eager thrum 
of that triple as I relive those epic roads.

FROM THE COCKPIT

Mick
WALSH

From top: vintage postcard 

of mystery pre-war tourer 

was discovered in Corsica; 

2CV is followed by ’bikers 

enjoying the spectacular 

natural distractions





N
otwithstanding my cyni-
cism about modern F1,
this year’s British Grand
Prix – thanks to the crowd’s
hero being pushed off on
Lap 1 and fighting back –
was an exciting race. It

was heart-warming to see the massed fans, with
their Union Jacks and ‘Lewis Hammer Down’
banners, creating much of the atmosphere
themselves, and pushing all that endless football
aside for an afternoon.

The British round has a habit of being
dramatic: Moss pipping Fangio in 1955; Moss
taking over Brooks’ Vanwall to win in 1957;
Mansell versus Piquet in 1987; and 1976 at
Brands Hatch, one of the wildest races in a wild
season. It was stopped after a first-corner crash,
then James Hunt went on to win.Two months
later the FIA disqualified him on a technicality.

One of my favourites was the 1969 race, a
glorious battle between the best driver, Jackie
Stewart, and the fastest driver, Jochen Rindt. 

Stewart, with nine Grand Prix victories
already under his belt and a superb working rela-
tionship with Ken Tyrrell, was on his way to his 
first World Championship title. Rindt was 
always hugely quick, always scarily spectacular. 
But he had never won a Grand Prix. 

That most respected and outspoken of F1 
journalists, Denis Jenkinson, whose little 
bearded figure had been around paddocks and 
pitlanes for two decades, reckoned he never 
would. In fact he had written: ‘The day Jochen 
Rindt wins a Grand Prix I’ll shave my beard off.’

That day we had Stewart in the blue Matra 
MS80, Rindt in the red, white and gold Lotus 
49. They’d fought over pole position, and Rindt 
took it. In the race Rindt led the first six laps, 
Stewart the next nine. Then Rindt got in front 
again and seemed to be staying there – until at 
two-thirds distance the Lotus was assuming even 
wider angles as it howled flat-out through the 
old Woodcote. The left-hand end plate on his 
rear wing had come adrift, and was rubbing on 
his left rear tyre. Rindt dived into the pits, the 
loose plate was torn off, and he was out again 
without losing his second place to the pursuing 
Ferrari of Jacky Ickx.

But it wasn’t over yet. The weight-obsessed 
Colin Chapman always cut his fuel consumption 
calculations to the bone, wanting to save every 
ounce. Jochen hated this: “For God’s sake, 
Colin,” he’d  say, “give me a margin. Even with a 
little bit of extra weight I’ll still be the fastest.”
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But there were still eight laps to go when the
Lotus coughed and began to run out of fuel. The
furious Rindt, weaving from side to side for the
pumps to pick up the last spoonfuls in the tank,
managed to splutter back to the pits for a couple
of churns to be sloshed in. It dropped him to
fourth, and Stewart won easily.

Rindt drove back to the paddock, levered
himself out of the cockpit and strode without
speaking into the back of the Team Lotus truck
(plush F1 motorhomes hadn’t been invented).

I’d got to know Jochen well covering the F2
races at which he excelled, and I clambered into
the truck to offer my condolences. As he pulled
off his overalls he was in a towering rage, and in
a stream of invective he told me what he thought
of Chapman, his flimsily made rear wings and
his insane fuel calculations.

And 10 weeks later Jochen did win his first
Grand Prix, at Watkins Glen. Don Grant, son of
Autosport founder Gregor Grant, was a brilliant
cartoonist, and I published his sketch that week.
It depicted Jenks as Toulouse Lautrec, with
Jochen towering above him brandishing a pair of
scissors. The caption read: ‘Zo you zink I am
yust going to cut off your beard?’

I rolled up the original artwork in a cardboard 
tube and sent it to Rindt’s home in Austria. 
A few days later came a charming letter of 
thanks, saying he’d opened it with trepidation 
because he thought that the trimmings of 
Jenks’ beard would fall out.

When we next saw Jenks his previously flow-
ing beard wasn’t shaved off, but it was certainly 
much shorter. The following year Jochen won 
five of the first eight Grands Prix for Chapman 
and then died at Monza. Tragically, he never 
knew that he was World Champion.

FULL THROTTLE

Simon
TAYLOR

From top: Jochen Rindt 

jokes with rival and friend 

Jackie Stewart; both on 

the limit in their titanic 

1969 battle at Silverstone

‘That most outspoken of 
F1 journalists, Denis 
Jenkinson, wrote: “The day 
Rindt wins a Grand Prix 
I shall shave my beard off”’





O
ne of my earliest memories,
along with being woken up
to watch the moon landings,
is of a blue pedal car of all-
metal construction and (I
think) meant to be a generic
sort of Jeep. It didn’t have a

name, but you could say it’s my ‘Rosebud’ if you
want to get all Citizen Kane about it. I whizzed
about on it for what seemed like years, usually by
doing a ‘Fred Flintstone’ with my feet rather
than using the awkwardly arranged pedals, or
better still persuaded a mate to give me a push. 

Years later, my dad relished telling me how he
repainted the Jeep every Christmas for years so
I thought I was getting a new one. I can’t recall
what happened to it: one day it just disappeared,
like my Chopper, my go-kart and my toy cars. 

Ah yes, my cars. You see my dad, bless him,
had a habit of trying to court favour with people
(when he didn’t really need to) and my cars
sometimes ended up as peace offerings or bribes
if he thought I wasn’t playing with them, or
needed to grow out of them. I still remember
dimly the conversation that led to the great toy-
car cull: “You like Action Man more than your
Dinky cars now, don’t you son?” 

“Er… yes dad?” 
In fairness, this haul of Corgi, Matchbox and 

Dinky cars went to a children’s home – that said, 
when our aged Labrador was no longer to be 
seen I was told she’d gone to ‘an old dogs’ home’, 
so it’s hard to be sure where the truth lies. 

It always amazes me when friends (of the more 
anal kind) talk about their still-boxed childhood 
toys. The only thing I have left is a rusty Mamod 
steam car, and I don’t know how that managed 
to survive given the abuse I doled out. 

I used to have a dream that there was a big box 
somewhere containing all these old toys: that big 
yellow battery-powered Ford GT40; a wonder-
ful mid-’60s Cadillac (also battery-powered, 
with ‘traffic light’ stop/go buttons); and all those 
much-loved Action Man vehicles. 

This is not a hard-luck story of life up north in 
the 1970s, by the way. If anything, I was a spoilt 
little sod with too many toys – a bit like I am aged 
52. But one thing I always wanted – and never 
got – was a Tri-ang Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud III 
pedal car, like the one my pal Andy Smith had. It 
was 50in long and modelled in plastic on the 
MPW ‘Adaptation’ convertible; Andy’s was 
maroon, but they also came in grey and black. 

It was a few years old even then, because they 
were first offered in 1964 and ran through to ’69. 
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‘This isn’t a hard-luck story
of life up north in the ’70s
– if anything I was a spoilt
little sod, a bit like today’

Even so, with ‘real’ chrome bumpers, ‘wooden’
dash, Plexiglas windscreen and 6V electrics, it
seemed the most superior pedal car since the
Austin J40. Not that I knew what a J40 was in
those days; I just knew them as the cars I sat in on
the roundabout at Denton market.

The Tri-ang Clouds were presumably built
with the full approval of Crewe. I’ve seen it writ-
ten that they were only sold through Hamleys
and Harrods, but I don’t think that’s correct.
Whatever the case, researching this column has
piqued my interest in these things: I didn’t know
that Tri-ang did Jaguar MkX, Corsair and TR4
pedal cars, for instance – and an MG Midget
with independent suspension. I think somebody
(not me) needs to do a feature on them…

Anyway, I digress. Not only did I covet this
Rolls-Royce greatly but, in my opinion, Andy
and his brothers did not treat it with the respect
that such a noble steed deserved. It was often to
be seen abandoned outside their house, usually
languishing on its side, or else being bashed
against the wall by one of the younger, more
violent Smiths. So one day my cousin Ruth and
I took the Cloud into protective custody. We
manhandled it onto the cricket pitch behind my
house while nobody was looking and covered it
with grass cuttings, the idea being that the broth-
ers might forget they ever owned it. Eventually 
it was missed and my career in grand theft auto 
was nipped in the bud. I can’t recall how I talked 
my way out of that one, but I did…

BACKFIRE

Martin
BUCKLEY

From top: Buckley coveted 

Tri-ang Roller – but today 

he has the real thing; much 

of the model collection 

didn’t make it through 

the ‘great toy-car cull’
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www.WindscreensForClassics.com

www.WindscreensForKitcars.com

Hand Crafted 

Original

Bespoke

Classic Jaguar... ...it has to be Triplex



Aston enthusiast is enchanted 
by Norfolk’s finest supercar

In tune with a T’bird
I was amused to read Martin Buck-
ley’s reminiscences about 8-Track
cartridges (Backfire, April). Back in
London in 1986, I bought a nice
and original ’66 Ford Thunderbird
Town Landau, which had the origi-
nal radio with 8-Track player fitted
in the chrome-laden dashboard.

This tape format was already out
of date and even cassette tapes were
about to be made redundant by
newfangled CDs, so there was no
chance of finding any new 8-Track
cartridges in the shops. Because
the whole of the dash and centre
console was designed as a wonder-
ful piece of jukebox-like chrome
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Letter of the month

Firstly, may I say what a great 
magazine you all produce: such varied
machinery and stories galore – a real 
pleasure to read and re-read. The 
reason for my writing, however, 
was that I really loved the article 
regarding the Lotus Esprit V8 GT 
(C&SC, June), because I was the 
previous owner of this very car.

The story said that it was a well-
maintained example, and I can agree 
with that: I owned the car for more 
than 11 years and Stratton Motor 
Company – where I had originally 
purchased it – looked after it for 
me with no expense spared.

Being a V8 GT, the Esprit originally 
had no rear wing, but I felt that it 
gave the car a more aggressive look 
and also better balanced the shape 
visually. The original seats were all 
black, so I had them changed to 
yellow at the Lotus factory and 

Letter of the month wins a Gliptone leather-care kit. For products, advice and orders, call 01527 911322 or go to www.liquidleather.com

also added the Lotus logo in the 
headrests, which back then was the 
first time that this had been done.

The car had the full Sport 350 
set-up (except the high wing), which 
was all done by the factory for the 
first owner – who was a producer for 
the pop group Westlife I believe, and 
friends with one of the Lotus 
directors at the time.

To see the car in the magazine 
was a great surprise, and I hope that 
the current owner continues to enjoy 
it. I attach a couple of photos of the 
car in my ownership, along with my 
replacement for the Esprit on one of 
its many adventures around Europe. 
It’s an Aston Martin Vantage N430 
manual in Skyfall silver – you never 
know, you may want to do an article 
on this model in time.
John Dawson
Via e-mail

sculpture, it would have been 
vandalism of the highest order to 
have replaced it with anything 
more modern, so I was stuck with 
the radio as my only source of 
entertainment while cruising 
(elbow out, of course). 

However, another hobby was 
collecting old Blues and rock ’n’
roll, and I used to scour the racks
in a secondhand record shop in
Camden Town called Honest Jon’s.
One day, I thought I’d ask if they
had any 8-Track tapes. “How many
do you want?” asked the ever-help-
ful assistant, as he dragged a large
box of them from somewhere dusty.
“Here, take the lot for a fiver,” he
puffed, seemingly only too glad to
be rid of them. Bingo!

Hold on, though, because when
I got home and rummaged through
them, it seemed as if I had bought
the entire Bert Kaempfert back
catalogue, along with a fair chunk
of Mantovani. The only ones that
I liked enough to play regularly
were Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon
plus Sinatra and Basie’s Sinatra at
the Sands, although I did get to like
Bert’s Swinging Safari after a couple
of listens. The box of cartridges was
still in the boot of the car when
I sold it, but I wonder how many
people still use 8-Tracks today?
Chris Martin
Shellharbour, NSW, Australia

V8 fan Dawson replaced 

our feature-car Esprit 

(above) with Aston (left)

Maestroful design
I am puzzled because you don’t – or
at least Andrew Roberts doesn’t –
estimate the Austin Maestro as
highly as you should (C&SC, May).
It was and is a terrific-looking car.
Compared to the Escort, which is
just a nicely drawn Ford, the Austin
is very original and still outstand-
ing. It ranks highly in the compact
class (kompaktklasse in German).
Hansgert Lambers
Berlin, Germany

Malaysian road trip
Your June Reader find of the month
(Lost & found) included a photo-
graph of an MG Magnette that was
found on Penang Island, and the
comment that it might be a non-
Varitone ZB. If that is the case, and
if it was once all-black, it is quite
possible that a friend and I had a
memorable ride in this car because
back then an MG Magnette must
have been a rarity on the island.

In 1959, my friend and I were
both National Service transport
officers at the REME Workshops
in Singapore and decided, on leave,
to tour up the west side of Malaya
visiting Malacca, Kuala Lumpur,
Ipoh and Penang in my aged Austin
A70 Hampshire. We stayed in a
modest hotel on Penang Island,
and one morning met a young Brit
in the hotel bar. When my friend
mentioned that we were using my

8-Track pictured in Thunderbird brochure

Could this be the MG of Wynn’s memories?

Maestros deserve respect, says Lambers

A70 because it was more practical 
than his MG TC, it prompted the 
offer of a run in his MG Magnette 
for lunch somewhere. To say that 
we were driven with ambitious 
enthusiasm is an understatement – 
the memory remains with us both, 
nearly 60 years later!
John Wynn
Via e-mail
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Pedant of 
the month
Pedant of the month wins 
a C&SC baseball cap. Send 
your observations to alastair
clements@haymarket.com

In the May issue (News & events)
you wrongly attribute the Trekka
to Škoda; it was actually the only
car to be designed and built (not
just assembled) in New Zealand,
with 2500 built from 1966-’73.
It used a Škoda drivetrain with
enough local content to get past
the crippling import licence
restrictions; filled a gap in the
market; and helped our trading
of butter with the Eastern Bloc.
Tim Monck-Mason

In the May issue Reader find, the
sticker on the Lancia’s windscreen
was the 1975 national vehicle
tax, or vignette. The amount
depended on where it was
registered, and on horsepower.
Nicolas Cognard

The article by Mick Walsh on the
DB3 (C&SC, July) was interesting,
but Aston Martin wasn’t the first
British marque to achieve fifth
on the Mille Miglia: Jaguar did it
in 1950, three years earlier, with a
relatively standard XK120 driven
by Leslie Johnson and John Lea.
James Turnbull

In the June issue, you twice refer 
to Danish racing driver John 
Nielsen as John Nielson (Sport). 
The spelling would be correct if 
he were Swedish, but he’s not.
Ken Friis Hansen

Comments &
clarifications

David vs Goliath
I was delighted with your article
about the development of the
Aston Martin DB3 (C&SC, June).
My father and I were lucky enough
to drive down to Goodwood for all
three of the Nine Hours races in his
Bugatti Type 57S. My father also
attended the 1952 Le Mans, and
I have a few photos that have

A fighting chance
Buckley’s appreciation of the Bris-
tol Fighter in July’s Backfire echoes
my own thoughts on this model.
I’ve long been a fan of Bristol
motor cars, possibly because they
once built fine aircraft, too.

I first saw the Fighter at Bristol’s
London showroom, when I visited
a client in the capital shortly after
the car’s launch. The former owner
of Bristol Cars, Anthony Crook,
showed the Fighter to me person-
ally. As I climbed in over the wide
sill he commented, quite matter-
of-factly: “Of course, this one is
sold. A gentleman in the city has
purchased it for his girlfriend.”
Then he winked and said: “But his
wife is not to know.”
Andrew D Graham
Bavaria, Germany

Overlooked great?
Just reading the excellent article on
50 great classics for £15k (C&SC,
June). I know the choice was enor-
mous, but I would have thought the
Honda S2000 might have featured.
I have an ’03 car, slightly tarted-up
by a previous owner with low skirts
that keep getting ruined over the
nation’s speedbumps!
Steve Woolfe
Via e-mail

Chitty in the metal
Mick Walsh brought back a great
Chitty memory for me (From the
cockpit, July). At Christmas 1968,
my parents took seven-year-old me
to see Chitty Chitty Bang Bang at
Sheffield Gaumont cinema. My
dad had his office nearby and leased
a parking space for the family 1100
in the multi-storey car park of the
nearby Grosvenor House Hotel.
After the film (still a favourite!), we
made our way back to the car and
imagine my amazement to discover
Chitty unattended and parked in
a standard space on the same floor
of the car park as the family Austin!

Looking back, I assume that the
Chitty in question would have been
on a promotional tour around the
cinemas, and I now know that there
was more than one built for the 
movie. But in 1968, I neither knew 
nor cared because, thrilled by the 
film – and fuelled by Kia Ora and 
a box of Maltesers – I knew that 
I had seen the real Chitty. Now that 
was phantasmagorical! 

Thank you for the memory.
Simon Millar
Lilliput, Dorset

Rootes’ cause
I find it difficult to understand why
none of your ‘experts’ appreciate
the old Rootes Group cars – there’s
not one in the ‘50 great classics’
article in your June issue.

The Humber Super Snipe was
the equal of the Rover P4/P5, while
the Sceptre Mk2 was at least the 
equal of the Rover P6 and far better 
than the Triumph 2000 – I drove 
high mileages in each of them!

I have never seen a Sceptre 2 for 
sale in any of the motor magazines 
I take, but perhaps you could 
produce an article on this model?
Brian Pinner
Via e-mail

Virr Snr caught Aston DB3/5 at Le Mans

Trekka was an all-Kiwi production

Woolfe’s tweaked (and much-loved) S2000

survived of DB3/5 on the approach 
to and exit of Arnage corner. 

Aston Martin was a great foil for 
Jaguar, and these two teams were 
the sole opposition to the challenge 
from Italy and Germany during the 
period. The final development of 
the DBR1 proved that a well-
funded small team could take on 
the world and win – as they did 
when they won at Le Mans in ’59. 
Mike Virr
Fairfield, CT, USA

Graham got a personal 

tour of the Fighter from 

Bristol legend Tony Crook
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Insider knowledge
It was great to read Michael Milne’s 
Classic shrine about the Auburn 
Cord Duesenberg Museum (C&SC, 
May). One thing that wasn’t 
mentioned, which might be of 
interest to fans, is the outstanding 
collection of images in the archives. 
Unlike in most museums, these are 
open to the public – or they were in 
1996, when I lived in Indianapolis.

Visitors can browse all of the 
photos the museum holds, and can 
then order a print to be made from 
the 1930s glass-plate negatives. 
I bought an image of a Cord 851 
outside Errett Lobban Cord’s 
house in Chicago, as used for 
a marketing brochure, as well as 
several of a Duesenberg SJ.

These photos are on the wall at 
home and they inspire me every 
day. To know that they are taken 
from the original negatives is very 
special – and rare in the modern 
age. The museum is well worth a 
visit if you are a fan of American 
cars, but I’d recommend allowing 
a few hours for the archives.
Jason Harris
Via e-mail

Doctor’s Bentley
In the Daimler Dauphin article
(C&SC, April), I was interested to
learn that it was restored for ‘a
Harley Street doctor in the late
’80s’. I own a Freestone & Webb-
bodied Bentley R-type with a very 
similar ‘Empress’ body that was 
also owned by a Harley Street 
doctor, from 1979 to 2006. 

It is surely too much of a coinci-
dence for the cars not to have been 
owned by the same person?

My car was at the 1952 Earls 
Court Show, the first of only nine 
such cars by Freestone & Webb.
Peter Gunn
Via e-mail

The spice of life
A superb July edition, with a great 
article on Jim Clark’s Elan and the 
drive to the Borders. My late father 
met JC once, because his engineer-
ing firm made a series of one-off 
items for Colin Chapman.

I loved the feature on estate cars, 
which brought back a few child-
hood memories. My father John 
bought a new Singer Vogue estate 
in 1963 from Smith’s Autos in 
Croydon, Surrey (I still have the 
invoice) – his last of four Rootes 
Group cars. The Vogue was green 
with a green interior, and quite 

Our estates feature brought back memories of the family Singer wagon for reader Foster

Gunn’s Bentley with ‘Empress’ F&W body

luxurious. I also seem to recall a 
split tailgate, although I was only 
four and a half at the time!

And, with no reference to Martin 
Buckley’s cyclist comment, cars and 
bicycles have a natural, cultural and 
engineering symbiosis – especially 
handcrafted artisan bicycles from 
the golden age, when frames were 
made from steel such as Reynolds 
531 – beloved of Supermarine, 
Lotus, Formula One and numerous 
fine bicycle-frame builders: Hobbs 
of Barbican, Bill Philbrook, and 
Allin & Roberts. Their skills can be 
likened to fine coachbuilders such 
as Hooper and James Young.
John Foster
Lincolnshire Wolds





Please see website for more details
Also available 1936 Lagonda LG45 Rapide

1931 Invicta S Type by Carbodies

1923 Bentley 3/4 ½ Litre Le Mans

1964 AC Shelby Cobra 289

8 REECE MEWS                                                                                                   LONDON SW7 3HE

SHWHU#EUDGÀHOGFDUV�FRP� � � � � � 7HO�� ���� ����� ����� � � � � � � � ZZZ�EUDGÀHOGFDUV�FRP
.(16,1*721

3(7(5�%5$'),(/'�/7'





One of just three 500 Superfasts built in RHD with a 5 speed gearbox.

This car had many bespoke features from the factory such as Air conditioning and rear seats.

Extremely well documented history and low mileage from new.

Ferrari 500 Superfast (RHD)

£1.85M

Little Green Street Farm, Green Street, Chorleywood, Hertfordshire, WD3 6EA - ENGLAND

Telephone: +44 (0) 1923 287 687 • Fax: +44 (0) 1923 286 274 • Email: info@dkeng.co.uk

www.dke.co.uk
A Cottingham Family Business

Chorleywood Tube 
Station - 2 mins

Heathrow or Luton 
Airports – 20 mins

M25 Orbital 
J18 - 3 mins

London City 
Centre 20 miles

Helicopter  
Landing Facilities

Acquisition Consultancy    |    Sales     |    Service    |    Restoration to Perfection   |    Engine Building    |    Race Preparation |  Rolling Road | Storage

@dkengineering @dk_engineering

This multi-concours winning 356 T-6 has recently been subjected to a most comprehensive  

restoration to concours standards and has covered under 400 Miles since. Accompanied by a 

complete driver’s manual set, service manuals, complete tool kit, jack and luggage set.

Porsche 356 Coupe (LHD)

£234,995

Steve Warrior 289 engine.

GT40

£324,995

A unique Veyron presented in the handsome combination of Silver Grey Metallic with a  

Matte Silver Gold Metallic centre section. Having covered 11,600 miles from new, in April 

2018 it received a major service and new tyres at Bugatti London.

Bugatti Veyron

£1.15M

Ferrari 212 Export Barchetta #0098E

One of only 27 Export Models, this 212 has been fully restored by the Ferrari factory 

A unique opportunity to purchase an “open V12” Ferrari that is eligible for the 

greatest events including the Mille Miglia and the Monaco Historique GP.

£POA



M
O

T
O R S L T D

 







www.ascottcollection.com







Alfa Romeo SZ 1991 - Just 4,700 kms with full history

Alfa Romeo Spider S4 1991 - 21,000 kms Alfa Romeo 2000 GTV 1973 - Unrestored example

Alfa Romeo Giulietta Sprint 1955 Series 1 Alfa Romeo Giulietta Spider 750 SWB 1958



� +44 (0)1923 220370 � sales@ndr.ltd.uk � www.ndr.ltd.uk

NDR Limited, Mill House, 119 Bushey Mill Lane, Watford WD24 7UR

www.ndr.ltd.uk RESTORATION • PARTS • SALES

Controversial in its concept, outrageous in its 
performance and unquestionably charismatic, 
with its combination of raw power and 
rugged good looks the Blower Bentley is 
a motoring icon. The mastery of a Blower 
Bentley creates a visceral experience which 
is capable of eclipsing the limited chances 
of exploiting a modern supercar to the full.  

280 Miles at  

Le Mans Classic 

2018

That a machine built by a company which 
closed its doors 87 years ago can engender 
such enthusiasm and fascination from owners 
and spectators in equal measure is remarkable. 
Neil Davies has 35 years experience of acquiring, 
selling and maintaining the Blower Bentley and 
his enthusiasm and respect never diminishes, 
as the Le Mans Classic demonstrates.

THE ABSOLUTE DRIVING MACHINE

1930 Blower Bentley
9’ 9 1/2” wheelbase. Birkin team 
car specification with matching 
numbers in outstanding order 
throughout. Smooth, robust and 
powerful. Beautifully detailed.

1930 Blower Bentley
10’ 10” wheelbase, with original 
Vanden Plas body, complete 
history from new, matching 
numbers and restored  
10 years ago.

www.ndr.ltd.uk 01923 220 370









For the full specification please call +44 (0) 1207 288 760

For more information visit beamishmorgan.com
Sales   Restoration   Parts   Servicing   Global delivery  | Beamish DH9 ORW England

and also incorporating

Proud to be part of

ASTON  W OR K S HOP

CAR BARN
CLASSICS & EXOTICS

The best classic Morgans plus

three year warranties on new ones

We are delighted to offer for sale this fantastic 1989 Morgan

Plus 8. This stunning example is presented with a Cream

exterior, Red leather upholstery, contrasting cream piping and a

beautiful Walnut dashboard. Incredibly, this Plus 8 has only done

3288 miles and has had only two owners from new. 

Fully serviced and commissioned for the summer. 

Morgan Plus 8 £49,980



classicsdd
D A N I E L DONOVAN

D D C L A S S I C S . C O M

1957 300SL roadster LHD Concours restoration by international restorer Rudi & Co. World Class example

 1989 Aston Martin V8 

Vantage X-Pack Volante RHD. 39,000 miles 

from new 1 0f 75 manual cars.

1966 Ferrari 275 GTB NART Spyder LHD

2nd in class Ferrari Concours d’elgance used 

by Ferrari to transport Schumacher

2002 Ferrari 550 Barchetta (RHD)

2000 miles from new, Classiched stunning

DD Classics, West Cross Business Park, Unit 3 Shield Drive, Brentford, Middlesex, TW8 9EX.
Showroom: +44 (0)208 8783355 • Mobile: +44(0)7850 888 880 • Email: info@ddclassics.com

1968 Citroen DS21 Safari RHD

Beautifully presented and ready for  

Goodwood

1991  Bentley Continental Convertible LHD

Every option including Picnic table and 

cocktail requisites

1988 RR Corniche II Convertible LHD 

Timeless elegance ready for the summer

1971 Ferrari 365 GTB/4 Daytona RHD, 

Classiched incredible history

1969 Jaguar E Type 4.2 Series II roadster LHD

Matching numbs, over 40 years of history

1968 Citroen DS21 Decapotable LHD

Chic and super stylish









���� ��� ���� LQIR#QLFKRODVPHH�FR�XN QLFKRODVPHH�FR�XN

3OHDVH QRWH WKDW ZH KDYH QRZ FRPSOHWHG RXU UHORFDWLRQ WR RXU QHZ ȆGHVWLQDWLRQȇ SUHPLVHV LQ +HUWIRUGVKLUH�

3OHDVH YLVLW RXU ZHE�VLWH IRU IXOO DGGUHVV GHWDLOV

A SELECTION OF OUR CURRENT STOCK:

1971 Aston Martin DB6 MK2 Vantage £POA
The superb Mk2 we are offering, originally built with the ill-fated Brico fuel injection, was like most Mk2s, converted in period to Weber carburettors of 
:ERXEKI�WTIGM½GEXMSR�ERH�PMOI�QER]�½XXIH�[MXL�XLI�(&7�X]TI����WTIIH�>*�QERYEP�XVERWQMWWMSR�

;IPP�QEMRXEMRIH�SZIV�XLI�]IEVW��EX��������QMPIW��E�GSQTPIXI�GLEWWMW�ERH�FSH]�VIWXSVEXMSR�[EW�GSQQMWWMSRIH�ERH�GEVVMIH�SYX�FIX[IIR��������������
;SVOW� MRGPYHIH��VITPEGIQIRX�WXIIP�WIGXMSRW�XS�XLI�GLEWWMW�ERH�VIWXSVEXMSR�XS�XLI�EPYQMRMYQ�FSH]�� MRGPYHMRK�FEVI�QIXEP�VITEMRXMRK��*YVXLIV�XS�XLMW��E�
GSQTPIXI�IRKMRI�VIFYMPH�XS�����PMXVI�PIEH�JVII�WTIG��E�WYWTIRWMSR�VIFYMPH�[MXL�YTVEXIH�GSQTSRIRXW�ERH�½XQIRX�SJ�EMV�GSRHMXMSRMRK��[MXLMR�XLI�PEWX���]IEVW��
All restorative and rebuild works have been carried out by respected Aston Martin specialists and meticulously recorded, leaving the car in the highly 
HIWMVEFPI�WTIGM½GEXMSR�ERH�GSRHMXMSR�EW�TVIWIRXIH�LIVI��'YVVIRX�ERH�XSXEP�QMPIEKI�MW�RS[��������[LMGL�MW�WYTTSVXIH�F]�RYQIVSYW�138�GIVXM½GEXIW�
ERH�WIVZMGMRK�LMWXSV]��

3VMKMREPP]�½RMWLIH�MR�&YVRX�%PQSRH��XLI�'YQFIVPERH�+VI]�TEMRX�[SVO�MW�I\GITXMSREP�ERH�LMKLP]�GSQTPIQIRXEV]�XS�XLI�8ER�LMHI�MRXIVMSV��8LMW�I\EQTPI�
SJ�XLI�WYFXP]�IPIKERX��TS[IVJYP��TVEGXMGEP�ERH�VEVI�(&��1O���MW�SRI�SJ�XLI�½RIWX�[I�LEZI�LEH�XLI�TPIEWYVI�SJ�SJJIVMRK�ERH�[SVXL]�SJ�MRGPYWMSR� MR�ER]�
GSPPIGXMSR�ERH�VIEH]�XS�FI�IRNS]IH�SR�ER]�XSYV�

1989 Aston Martin V8 Volante ‘Prince of Wales’ £POA 1966 Aston Martin DB6 £330,000 1984 Aston Martin V8 Vantage (LHD) £399,950

2000 Aston Martin Vantage Le Mans £475,000 1987 Aston Martin V8 Vantage Zagato £495,000 �����$VWRQ�0DUWLQ�9��(¼� ��������





1973 Lynx D-type – 57 SAL POA
&./�DUH�WKULOOHG�WR�R��HU����6$/��/\Q[ȇV���WK�'�W\SH�RUGHU�
DQG� WKH� OHJHQGDU\� /\Q[� '�W\SH� ZKLFK� FODLPHG� WKRVH�
1DWLRQDO�(QGXUDQFH�6SHHG�5HFRUGV�DW�0Ζ5$�LQ������

Jaguar C-type Toolroom Reproduction £175,000
7KH� &�W\SH� R��HUHG� LV� QRWKLQJ� VKRUW� RI� D� PHFKDQLFDO�
PDVWHUSLHFH�ZLWK�DWWHQWLRQ� WR�GHWDLO�EHLQJ� WKH�SULPDU\�
IRFXV� IRU� WKH� EXLOG� ZKLFK� ZDV� FRPSOHWHG� LQ� �����
([WUHPHO\�ORZ�PLOHDJH�DQG�UHDG\�WR�HQMR\�

1965 Jaguar E-type 4.2 RHD   £160,000
7KLV�(�W\SH�KDV�EHHQ�WKRXJKWIXOO\�UHVWRUHG�WR�SUHVHUYH�
LWȇV� RULJLQDOLW\�� DQG� ERDVWV� D� IUHVKO\� UHEXLOW� ���� HQJLQH��
)LQLVKHG�LQ�JUHHQ�ZLWK�D�EHLJH�OHDWKHU�LQWHULRU�

1956 Jaguar XK140 FHC £120,000
)LQLVKHG� LQ� -DJXDU� %ULWLVK� 5DFLQJ� *UHHQ�� WKLV� ;.���� LV�
��WWHG�ZLWK�D�IXOO�UROO�FDJH��FRPSHWLWLRQ�EXFNHW�VHDWV�DQG�
FRPSUHKHQVLYH�UDFH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�

1949 - Early Alloy “Prototype” XK120 POA
   7KLV�LQFUHGLEO\�UHVWRUHG��   HDUO\�DOOR\�;.����KDV�EHHQ�
��QHO\�DQG�NQRZOHGJDEO\���QLVKHG�E\�&./�WR�UHDFK�LWV�
DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�FRQFRXUV�VWDQGDUG�

1953 Jaguar XK120 Comp Spec  £80,000
$� IDQWDVWLF� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� RZQ� WKLV� FRPSHWLWLRQ� VSHF�
;.����ZLWK�D�VROLG�86�UDFLQJ�KLVWRU\�LQ�HYHQWV�DW�5RDG�
$PHULFD��6HEULQJ�DQG�:DWNLQV�*OHQ�

CKL Developments Ltd,
Woodcote, Marley Lane Business Park, 

Battle, East Sussex, TN33 0RE

Based in East Sussex, CKL are the leading
specialists in road and racing Jaguar & Listers 
of the 1950s and ’60s. Our purpose built facility 
incorporates:

•  Engine Room
•  Panel Shop
•  Paint Shop
•  8 Lift Workshop
•  Large Vehicle Storage

ZZZ�FNO�FR�XN

+ 44 (0) 1424 870 600

FNO#FNO�FR�XN

Race Preparation • Restoration • Servicing • Sales • Transport • Storage















Restoration Specialists  

Pamber Road, Silchester, Berkshire RG7 2NX

www.silchestergarage.co.uk sales@silchestergarage.co.uk

Tel: +44 (0)118 970 1648 Mob: +44 (0)7830 352823

Due to record sales we want to buy your car or sell it on a commission basis.
We should be able to return you the best market price. Have your classic Mercedes-Benz 

restored or repaired by specialists.

HAVE YOUR CLASSIC MERCEDES-BENZ

RESTORED OR REPAIRED BY SPECIALISTS

Silchester Garage Ltd specialises in restoring and supplying the highest quality examples of classic Mercedes-Benz motor cars.

Having in-house several qualified technicians and body repairers, we are proud to say that 95% of the work is done on our premises,

just a small percentage of necessary work is sent out to specialists (chrome, etc).

£119,950 1970 Mercedes-Benz 280sl  
Stunning condition, restored just few years back.

£29,950 1989 Mercedes-Benz 300sl  
Beautiful colour combination, and excellent condition 

inside and out.

£9,950 1991 Mercedes-Benz 300sl  
Pristine condition all around, amazing bodywork, 

very reliable. 

£79,950 1966 Mercedes-Benz 230sl 
Manual LHD  

Amazing condition, light refurbishment done in US, 

genuine 22000 miles from new with papers.

£32,950 1971 Mercedes-Benz 280se 
4.5cc LHD.  

Fully restored including new interior, just looks and 

drives beautiful. Amazing service history.

£29,950 1985 Mercedes-Benz 280sl 
Restored including rebuilt engine. Almost £40k spent.

£129,000 Restored last year and just become available.

1970 Mercedes-Benz LHD and very rare manual transmission.

Not to be missed, probably worth around £200K



WE OWN - AND SELL - THE BEST

Contact us for more information:

+33 442 726 199       I    gtc@guikasgtc.com    I       www.guikasgtc.com

1965 ISO A3C #BO232

One of the most beautiful car ever designed.
The last ISO A3C on the 26 ever made.

Delivered new in Germany; original German KFZ
Brief dating from 1965

Five owners from new. 24,300 Kms on the clock.
Excellent condition.

US Title. European taxes paid

1963 ABARTH SIMCA 1300 - 

#130S-0091

Same owner for 36 years. Period 
racing history. Totally original. 

Tour Auto, CER eligible.

1970 HURON 4A 2L SPORTS 

PROTOTYPE - #01

One of the only 3 Huron Type 4As 
built. Restored.

FIA / CER-eligible.

1976 TOJ SC 304 - #SC 304

10 76

Period racing history. Driven by 
Jorg Obermoser. Restored to the 

highest level. Potential winner.



www.jeanlainvintage.com — info@jeanlainvintage.com — suivez nous sur 

526, Route des gorges du Sierroz – 73 100 Grésy-sur-Aix - France - +33 (0)4 79 88 66 36

More than 40 classics and GT available in our showroom

100 spaces for Classic and Supercar storage & management solutions

Service and Maintenance, upholstery and bodywork, License and Registration



Marreyt Classics – trade +32 475 26 78 65
bernard.marreyt@skynet.be

Twin Cam –restoration +32 53 63 12 33

This imposing Phantom I Tourer is an extraordinary relic of the luxurious lives that Indian sovereigns led in the

1920s. After forty years in India and twenty years in the UK, its current Belgian owner spent over 10.000 hours of

labour to fully restore it. Drives remarkably well with very light steering and an ultra-silent OHV six cylinder 7.7L

engine. Price: ASK

www.marreyt-classics.com

Porsche 912 Soft Window Targa - 1968

Excellently maintained, this early 912 Targa is your
ideal summer car! Price: 105.000 Euro

Alfa Romeo 1900 CSS by Touring - 1954

Pebble Beach entrant in 1999, eligible to myriad
classic car events. Price: 270.000 Euro

Fiat 1100/103 ex-Mille Miglia - 1953

Authentic Mille Miglia car (1956 & 1957) with a heavily
tuned engine. Price: 235.000 Euro

Kieft “LDA5” - 1953

Extensive and impressive period racing history, including
1955 Le Mans and 1956 Mille Miglia. Price: ASK

Rolls Royce Phantom I Tourer by Hooper ex-Maharaja of Chhotu Udepur 1926





Always a Superb selection of pristine classic cars in stock.

47 Buxton Road,
Whaley Bridge, High Peak,
Derbyshire SK23 7HX

Telephone 01663 733209 Mobile: 07767 617507

WWW.CLASSICCARSHOP.CO.UK

2008 PORSCHE 997 CARRERA 2
In basalt black with black trim, alloys, air
cond, sat nav, parking, plus good spec,
55000 miles with FPSH, stunning original

car, £34,950

1987 Mercedes 300SL W107. Alpine white
with full Blue leather trim, Excellent spec
including, Blue Hood, white hard top, rear
seats, air cond, flat face alloys 93000 Miles with
impeccable full service history last owner 17

years. Stunning £3 ,950.

1971 PORSCHE 911 2.2S TARGA. A very
rare car, being the only known example
converted to RHD in the 80s. Porsche yellow,
black trim, Fuchs alloys, Manuel Gearbox,
matching numbers, With factory build record.

Stunning £109,950.

1966 JAGUAR 3.4S TYPE
Manual with overdrive. Oxford Blue with 
original grey leather, Chrome wire wheels and 
stainless exhaust. Stunning original matching 
numbers RHD low mileage, time warp, example.  

All books, tools, etc £34,950

1971 ASTON MARTIN DBS V8 AUTO. Rare 
matching numbers example in Caribbean blue with 
original navy blue leather. Aircond, PAS, GKN 
Alloys. Stainless steel sports exhaust. 61000 genuine 
miles and recent large service by leading Aston 
expert. Completely rust free, and superb to drive. 
One of nicest and original cars remaining. £159,950

1973 ALFA ROMEO 2000 BERLINA

Very rare Matching numbers original car with 39000
miles only. Rust free LHD example in superb condition

£21,950

1965 JAGUAR E TYPE 4.2 SERIES 1 RHD/LHD

Uk matching numbers that went to Barcelona in 1968  
and was dealer converted to LHD. Signal Red with Black 
leather trim, uprated brakes, suspension, cobra wire wheels, 

stainless exhaust, stunning rust free example £89,950

1988 MERCEDES 560 SL ( LHD)

Signal red with beige full leather Hard and soft tops, alloys,
Aircond, cruise, Plus Huge factory spec, 2 previous owners
Interesting And full documented history, 124k and in superb

original and Rust free Condition. £24,950

1993 MERCEDES 300SL W129

Signal red with Beige leather trim. Eight hole alloys,
power hood, hard top, 73000 miles with FMBSH.

Stunning mint example. £14,950

1937 BUICK OPERA COUPE

One of 230 built and only three remaining. Straight eight
engine. Subject of a 100 Point Concours Restoration.

Simply the Best..., £49,950

1970 ROLLS ROYCE MPW

2 door coupe RHD. In two tone silver mink with blue 
leather. 78000 miles only, with superb documented 

history. Stunning. £49,950

1964 Bentley S3. Blue over Sage, Superb Original grey
leather trim 70000 miles only. Lovely genuine example
with impeccable Service history. Small cosmetic

paintwork required That we are happy to do.

From £39,950.

1982 MERCEDES 280SL SPORTS W107 Milan

brown with beige tex trim. Hard and soft tops,

Mexican hat alloys. Two owners and 45000 miles

only with Full History from new. One of the

finest rust free examples available. £3 ,950

1972 NSU PRINZ
RHD, low mileage, in time warp original
unrestored. All books, tools, etc. Remarkable
car is showroom condition with Full history

from new. RARE £10,950

2000, Ferrari 550 Maranello LHD. Grigio
with Bordeaux leather, Aircond, alloys,
parcel shelf, 11000 miles only with FFSH.

Stunning and Original All Books, Tools, and
Documentation. £99,950.

1988 PORSCHE 930 TURBO CABRIOLET.
GP white with marine blue leather, piped white, And blue 
mohair power hood. Polished Fuchs alloys, Aircond and 
uprated Specification. Restored to concours standards 

by the late Great Bob Watson Porsche specialist.
30000 miles only, and stunning £99,950

1972 MERCEDES 280SE W108
Rare manual RHD, matching numbers and
11,000 miles only from new. Original and

unrestored and totally unique!! £39,950

1996 PORSCHE 993 CARRERA 2 CABRIOLET RHD 6 speed

manual. Iris blue with marble grey leather trim, Blue power Hood,

air cond, Cup Alloys, teardrop mirrors, 35000 miles only with Full

Documented history. Stunning and original example £64,950

2003 MODEL YEAR, BENTLEY ARNAGE T. Silver
storm with black quilted leather with Logos. Massive
factory spec, 43000 miles only with FBSH, recently
serviced, stunning mint example that cost £190k less

new. All books tools and documentation, £31,950.

1986 MERCEDES 300SL (W107)
Silver with blue leather and rear seat. Navy blue hood,
and nautic blue hard top. Flat face alloys. Sold by us
to its last two owners over a 29 year period, stunning

example with FSH. £36,950

1967 AUSTIN HEALEY 3000 MK3 PHASE 2
LHD. BRG with Black trim and Black hood. 2 owners, matching
numbers and Heritage Certification. Many concours wins to it name
with last owner of over 30 years. The most stunning and correct

Healey we have ever seen!!. £64,950

1998 BENTLEY ARNAGE T. (4.4V8)

Oxford Blue with magnolia leather piped blue. Stunning and mint
41000 miles from new, all books, tools, and documented history, an

original and superb example. Mind blowing Value, £24,950

1954 JAGUAR XK120 FHC LHD.

Ivory with tan leather, matching numbers. Superb rust
free example, that drives beautifully. £79,950

1970 PORSCHE 911 (3.0 RS RECREATION)
Quite possibly the finest on offer in the current market
place. Was restored to Full RS spec, by a leading Specialist

workshop. The detail and quality is like a new car.

Please contact us for full details. £ ,950

2000 Porsche 996 GT3 MK1. Speed yellow 
with black leather Aircond, Club sport spec, 
RS Clutch and Flywheel Roll Cage, full 
harness set, Short shifter gearbox, 31000 
miles only with FPSH, Stunning original 

example £79,950.

1985 Mercedes 280 SL sports Oyster with tobacco trim 

2 owners, 65000 miles only, Superb Mercedes dealer 

history, Hard and soft tops, One of the finest available 

£34,950.



250 Classic cars in our showroom

ERclassics.com - Holland

O d

Mercedes-Benz 560 SL 1988.

34.135 real miles.

Á49,950

Fleur de Lys Newark 1985.

Camper, in good condition.

Á36,950

MGA cabriolet 1958.

5-speed gearbox.

Á34,950

Jaguar E-Type S2 1970.

Restored, matching numbers.

Á114,950

Mercedes-Benz 280SL 1971.

Top restored.

Á179,950

MG TD Roadster 1952.

In good condition.

Á25,950

Volvo P 1800 S 1968.

In good condition.

Á29,950

Triumph TR6 1970.

New Signal Red paint.

Á31,950

Jaguar E-Type S3 cabriolet 1973

V12 Matching numbers. 

Á114,950

VW Beetle cabriolet 1976.

In very good condition.

Á22,950

Jaguar XK140 OTS Roadster 1954.

Restored.

Á179,000

7ULXPSK 6SLWÀUH ���� �����

In good condition.

Á12,950

Volkswagen Schwimmwagen 1944.

Very rare.

Á124,950

Volvo P1800 E 1972.

Overdrive, light blue metallic.

Á34,950

MG B cabriolet 1963.

Midnight Blue, overdrive.

Á26,950

Daimler Double Six 1992.

V12, in fabulous condition.

Á29,500

ERclassics.com
Kleiweg 1 • 5145 NA • Waalwijk • The Netherlands

Tel: +31 416 751393 • mail: info@erclassics.com
Misprints and printing errors reserved

Opening times: monday till saturday 09:00 - 17:00 | 

And EXTRA OPEN every first and last  S unday of the month all year round: 12:00 - 16:00





1968 Jaguar C-Type by Proteus
This superb Proteus C Type has an aluminium body and a Jaguar 4.2 straight 

six engine built by VSE, with twin sandcast carburettors and 5-speed gear box. 

Finished in BRG with green leather interior and correct Hardura trim and steering wheel. 

6WDLQOHVV�VWHHO�H[KDXVW��6XEMHFW�WR�PDQ\�XSJUDGHV�DQG�H[WUDV��ZLWK�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�ÀOH�

of all work, including invoices. Built in 2006. 11,500 miles. Immaculate condition, 

hard to distinguish from a genuine C-Type. 

For sale by private collector...................£99,950

Tel. 07710 660312.   Email: lauramjones1@hotmail.com
)RU�PRUH�SKRWRV�KWWSV���ZZZ�ÁLFNU�FRP�SKRWRV����������#1���



Arrows A11C : ���� H[� $OERUHWR� RULJLQDOO\��WWHG�ZLWK�3RUVFKH�9����QRZ�RQ�&RVZRUWK
Aston Martin Vantage GT8 :�����NP��EODFN�EODFN��IXOO�RSWLRQV��PDQXDO�JHDUER[
BMW 318 IS :�([��%0:�IDFWRU\�FDU�HQWHUHG�E\�%LJD]]L��ZRQ������6SD���K
Ferrari 360 GT :�&KDVVLV����0��WKH�YHU\��UVW�RI�PRGHUQ�0LFKHORWWR�FDUV��H[WHQVLYH�KLVWRU\�
Ferrari Testarossa :��������NP��UHG�EODFN��))6+��DPD]LQJ�FRQGLWLRQ��IXOO\�VHUYLFHG�
Jaguar E-Type 3.8 :�&RQFRXUVH�UHVWRUDWLRQ��EODFN�RQ�UHG�LQWHULRU��IXOO�UHSRUW�DYDLODEOH�
Matra MS630 :�&KDVVLV����WKH��UVW�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�FDU��)Ζ$�+73��H[FHOOHQW�FRQGLWLRQ
Porsche 928 S2 :��������������NP��ZKLWH�ZKLWH�DPD]LQJ�FRQGLWLRQ
Porsche 964 RS :��������NP��VLOYHU��H[FHOOHQW�FRQGLWLRQ��IXOO\�VHUYLFHG

ART & REVS – Howald, Luxembourg 

www.artandrevs.com • contact@artandrevs.com • Tel: 00352 661 700 777 • Mobile: 00352 26 48 17 41

All the listed cars are located in our Showroom and visible only by appointment 

We are always looking for similar cars do not hesitate to contact us if you wish to sell one

Nissan GTR GT1  

*7��:RUOG�&KDPSLRQVKLS�ZLQQHU
3HUIHFW�FRQGLWLRQ�DQG�ORWV�RI�

VSDUHV

Aston Martin GT2  

&KDVVLV�����/H�0DQV�DQG�(/06�
�������KRXUV�VLQFH�SUR�GULYH�
UHEXLOG��PDVVLYH�VSDUHV�SDFNDJH

Lexus  

2QO\�������NP�DQG�WZR�RZQHUV�
IURP�QHZ

)XOO\�VHUYLFHG�DQG�LPPDFXODWH

Ferrari 250 GTO 

BXLOW�E\�7HUU\�+R\OH�	�5RG�-ROOH\
1HYHU�XVHG�	�LQ�ȊDV�QHZȋ�

FRQGLWLRQ

Porsche 962  

&KDVVLV������RULJLQDO�LQ�HYHU\
GHWDLO��HQJLQH�DQG�JHDUER[��K�

UHDG\�WR�UDFH

Tyrrell 

Ex -DULHU�DQG�'DO\�IURP�WKH� 
��������VHDVRQV

)XOO\�VHUYLFHG�DQG�UDFH�UHDG\













RUNNING
UP THAT HILL

One of the world’s most significant Land-Rovers returns  
to the scene of its first off-roading success, 70 years on
WORDS MARTIN PORT  PHOTOGRAPHY TONY BAKER





H
ow many of man’s notable 
achievements have started 
out as a passing comment; 
a mad idea; or a scrawl on 
the back of a beer mat after 
a few pints of ale? Would 
the quest for doing some-

thing new or out of the ordinary ever have come 
about if it wasn’t for the simple ethos of ‘I will  
do it, just because I can’? Would mountains have 
remained unclimbed? Speed records unbroken? 
Remote territories uncharted?

Perhaps we’re not talking about quite the 
same level of endeavour, but when four years ago 
Land-Rover enthusiast Tom Pickford suggested 
doing “something different” to celebrate the 
marque’s 70th birthday, he certainly didn’t mean 
a meet at the local tavern…

On 30 April 1948, three Land-Rovers 
attended the Amsterdam Motor Show and,  
in doing so, gave what would become known as 
the Series One its debut to the buying public.  
Of those three 80in examples, two were 
ensconced in the main hall, surrounded by the 
latest offerings from Dodge, Panhard and 
Renault, but a third was driven from the UK, 
placed outside and listed as a ‘demonstrator’ – 
after all, this was a vehicle that would trade upon 
its practical ability, so it made perfect sense to 
rely on more than just a static pairing.

That vehicle was chassis L03, now owned by 
Tim Dines and the third of the pre-production 
80in Land-Rovers to come out of the Solihull 
factory. Along with L05 and L07, Dines’ car  
was charged with showing off The Rover 
Company’s post-war ‘stop-gap’ vehicle.
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The fact that L03 was left outside may not 
have been entirely intentional, however; as the 
story goes, development driver Johnny Cullen 
and Ernie Bacon – son of the manager of The 
Rover Company’s London depot on Seagrave 
Road – were a little late arriving in Amsterdam. 
To save face, and absolve themselves of any 
blame, they duly reported that there was an issue 
with the gearbox – even going through the 
motions of crunching the gears while driving  
the 80in around the car park.

When the show was over, the pre-production 
model was taken back to the factory, fettled and 
registered for the road on Friday 21 May as 
GWD 431 – becoming the first Land-Rover  
to be road-registered. Interestingly, it also had  
a new gearbox fitted – possibly due to Bacon’s 
suggestion that the original was problematic – 
but less than a month later, L03 was back on 
European soil at the 16th Barcelona Interna-
tional Trade Fair, this time destined to create  
its own little piece of history.

The Vallvidrera hills offer a spectacular view 
over Barcelona and the Balearic Sea, while spin-
ning round by 180º provides a glimpse through 
the trees of Tibidabo – the tallest mountain in 
the area, topped by the Temple Expiatori del 
Sagrat Cor, a Roman Catholic church that was 
completed in 1961. On 19 June 1948, when the 
church was in the latter period of its 59-year 
construction programme, GWD 431 made its 
way to the foot of the hills and completed a 
brand first as it demonstrated its considerable 
capabilities to the assembled motoring press. 

The run was arranged by local Rover distribu-
tor Romagosa y Compañia SA, and the Spanish 

“My very first vehicle was a Series II Land-Rover,” 
explains Pile, “but I came across this 80in Series 
One in a barn, when I was working in Sussex in 
1979.” Pile had been looking for an early model 
so made an offer, eventually agreeing on the 
figure of just £100: “It was a non-runner, but  
I trailered it back home to Devon and fixed it  
up over a term’s-worth of weekends while  
I was at agricultural college.”

Although he knew it was ex-army, Pile didn’t 
discover the patinated remains of the crests on 
the front wings and rear panels until later in his 
ownership, when the topcoat started to peel 
away. “I eventually stripped it down to a bare 
chassis in 1996, with the 50th anniversary 
approaching, and rebuilt everything,” he says. 
“Then the body went back on almost exactly  
as it was. We’ve been to Switzerland in it and 
Amsterdam earlier this year to commemorate 
the 1948 show launch, but this trip is something 
really special and it’s great to be part of.”

DAVID PILE

Clockwise from left: the 

group assembles after  

a long drive; L03 being 

demonstrated in the 

Vallvidrera hills; spot the 

Landies at Les Comes; 

stunning off-road tracks 

make a great playground



‘When enthusiast Tom Pickford suggested doing 
“something different” to celebrate the marque’s 
70th, he didn’t mean a meet at the local tavern’

Tim Dines and pre-

production Land-Rover 

number three lead the 

convoy at Les Comes
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press was out in force, eager to witness the 
‘Land-Over’ (sic), as it was wrongly tagged  
by some local publications.

This sort of organised practical display would 
be commonplace now, particularly for a firm 
such as Jaguar Land Rover, but at the time this 
was a new concept. British Army Lieutenant 
Colonel Myhall and a Mr Waight from Rover 
carried out the ‘exciting exhibition’, and the 
reaction certainly appeared to be positive with 
Mundo Deportivo reporting on its ‘high qualities 
and excellent climbing behaviour’.

After returning to the UK, L03 became R03 
later that same year – conversion to right-hand 
drive being common practice before most of the  
pre-production examples left factory ownership. 
It was destined to remain ‘in the family’ until 
1950, however, being run by Geoffrey Wilks, 
brother of Rover engineer Maurice.

Not until 1974 did current owner Dines set 
eyes on the 80in, while on a trip to Devon as a 
16-year old. “My uncle was an agricultural engi-
neer and used to let me drive his Land-Rover on 
private land when I was around eight,” he 
explains, “so years later when I spied this exam-
ple in a farmer’s barn, I knew what it was.”

Unfortunately for Dines, who was keen to bag 
his first car, the Land-Rover wasn’t for sale, but 
the farmer knew the history and happily told  
him of its significant past. “You could buy an old 
Land-Rover for around £30 then,” says Dines, 
“but eventually my dad negotiated its release for 
the princely sum of £200 – worth it, considering 
its history.” That was a lot of money, of course, 
but through a combination of holiday-job earn-
ings and a loan from his sister, the car was his.

Dines set about getting the Land-Rover an 
MoT certificate and then just used it, but even-
tually it was put in a shed for a number of years 
before being restored for the 50th-anniversary 
celebrations in 1998. “I drove it back to show the 
farmer who had sold it to me,” says Dines, “and 
he was very happy to see that it had been looked 
after and was back on the road, but I really did 
put it through its paces – there’s no point having 
it if it’s not going to be used as intended.

“I had been sent some photographs in 1983  
of my 80in driving up that hillside in Barcelona, 
but at that time R03 was still waiting to be 
restored and I failed to find out much more 
information before the trail went cold.”

Then in 2009 – 26 years later – Dines noticed 
a post on the Land Rover Series One Club forum 
asking for help in finding out which was the first 
Land-Rover exported to Spain. Of course, L03 
wasn’t exported as such, but he duly replied 
informing the author, Francesc Serra-Graells – 
known as ‘Paco’ – that his was possibly the first 
Land-Rover to be seen in the country.

That initial contact clearly captured Paco’s 
imagination and, to Dines’ surprise, kick-started 
an investigative process that Sherlock Holmes 
would be proud of. Before long, Paco had made 
contact with the Photographic Archive of Barce-
lona, the Classic Motor Club del Bages and the 
Barcelona-based Land-Rover dealer at the time 
of the demos, and had begun to piece together 
the history surrounding the event.

Crucially, he had also returned to the Vallv-
idrera hills and found the precise location of the 
reported demonstration runs, and was amazed 
by how little the area had changed. 

“I was a reserve officer in the Royal Air Force for 
35 years and had been searching for something 
with RAF history,” explains Place, “so when I saw 
this particular Land-Rover advertised for sale in 
Yorkshire, I agreed a price over the phone.”

Place’s car is a late-1951, 2-litre-engined 
Series One that was in service until 1958. After 
his time as an officer came to an end, Place 
found that he needed something else to occupy  
his time, and he now spends it attending an 
impressive number of UK-based shows – 
including taking part in the large Land-Rover 
parade at the Goodwood Revival in 2015.

“This is my first European trip in it, though,”  
he smiles. “My son Nick lives in Barcelona – and 
has done for 20 years – so it’s been nice to be 
joined by him as well. Who knows, maybe he  
will inherit it one day? Although he’ll have  
to argue with his sister about that!” 

JOHN PLACE

“After the restoration I really put it through its 
paces – there’s no point having a Land-Rover if 
it’s not going to be used as its maker intended”
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Happily, his dedication was eventually to be 
repaid, four years after a trip back to Barcelona 
was initially mooted. “Tom Pickford had posted 
on the LRSOC forum about possibly putting 
together a trip to Spain to commemmorate the 
Trade Fair, and naturally I registered my interest 
straight away,” says Dines. “Initially the excur-
sion didn’t revolve around GWD, but inevitably 
that was how it evolved – again thanks to Paco.”

With his prior knowledge of L03’s ground-
breaking demonstration run, Paco was soon on 
board with the trip. After a lot of negotiation, he 
agreed with park authorities that special dispen-
sation would be granted to recreate that hill 
climb on what is now private land around the 
Torre de Collserola – the Norman Foster-
designed tower built for the 1992 Olympics.

One familiar name that was immediately on 
the passenger list for a return to Barcelona was 
former Land-Rover engineer Roger Crathorne. 
“One of the first overseas trips I did in the ’60s 
was to Barcelona,” he explains, “but I had no idea 
at the time that something so important in Land-
Rover’s history happened a stone’s throw from 
where I stayed.” With Crathorne’s support and 
Paco’s organisation on the Spanish/Catalan side, 
the trip started to come together and on  
5 June, a group of seven Series Ones set off  
from the UK on a ferry bound for Bilbao.

An hour north of Barcelona lies Les Comes, 
home to one of the most picturesque Land 
Rover Experience Centres in the world, and as 
the intrepid travellers pull into the sun-baked 
courtyard of the 10th-century house on Friday 
morning, fresh from an overnight stop in a 
nearby village hotel, there is a triumphant air 

because they have all made it without major 
problems. All except one, that is: according to a 
flurry of messages, GWD 431 is having some 
fairly major steering issues. Is there really  
a possibility that the one vehicle that should  
be here may not actually be present?

Of course not. If there’s one set of qualities 
that Land-Rover fans have, it’s grit, determina-
tion and an ability to cope – much like the 
vehicles themselves. An hour later, GWD is 
driven gingerly through the courtyard and 
straight into a waiting garage, where it is 
descended upon by half a dozen eager bodies.

This is no haphazard approach, however. 
Some excitable planning the day before means 
that spare parts – not easy to find for a 1948 
production Land-Rover, let alone one of the first 
pre-production examples – have been packed 
into the luggage of family members and friends 
joining the expedition by aeroplane. An hour in 
the workshop confirms suspicions that there is  
a problem with the steering nut and locker arm 
– the insert has disintegrated, allowing a quarter  
of a turn of play at the wheel.

With a replacement fitted and tracking 
adjusted, there is a spontaneous round of 
applause as Dines and GWD roll into the court-
yard with rather more directional confidence. 
This success means that we can now convoy into 
the mountains that make up Les Comes, the 
sedate pace of second gear in low range affording 
plenty of time to take in the breathtaking 
surroundings as the dusty tracks wind their way 
through 518 hectares of sunburnt rock.

This is verging on heaven for any Land-Rover 
enthusiast and as LR Experience instructor and 

Dakar Rally competitor Moi Torrallardona leads 
the convoy in a Heritage Edition Defender, it  
is almost impossible to absorb the sheer number 
of tracks spread across the landscape. 

With Dines and family leading the Series One 
patrol in GWD 431, the couple of hours spent 
navigating the route fly by, in spite of the rising 
heat – graphically demonstrated by an eagle 
overhead taking advantage of the thermals to 
corkscrew its way upwards. All too soon the 
group congregates back in the courtyard as  
excitement builds for what has become the focal 
point of the trip: the opportunity to re-enact that 
famous demonstration overlooking Barcelona. 
Following an evening of fabulous food, vehicles, 
owners and passengers all retire with alarms  
set for an early wake-up call.

The morning of 9 June dawns in familiar fash-
ion, as a slight haze across the mountains soon 
lifts to reveal a clear blue sky. A hasty breakfast is 
consumed before the team gathers to begin the 
hour-long drive into Barcelona itself.

After the empty roads and tranquility of Les 
Comes, the traffic and bustle of the city come as 
a bit of a shock; quite what it would have been 
like in 1948 is difficult to imagine, but remarka-
bly the group manages to stay together. With the 
Vallvidrera hills looming ever closer, we begin to 
climb and aboard GWD a deft double-declutch 
brings a smooth transition into second as the 
incline rises and sharp turns lower the speed. 

Exiting a left-hand bend suddenly reveals a set 
of steps ahead, carving through surrounding 
properties, and those in the know smile: these 
are the same steps that L03 drove up 70 years 
ago, on its way to the demonstration.

Clockwise: small details 

such as the bronze pedals 

identify this as a pre-

production vehicle; 1595cc 

Series One engine; ‘R03’ 

was originally LHD ‘L03’; 

unique door mechanism 



Tim Dines, wife Adrienne 

and Guy Pickford (owner 

of another pre-production 

example) take the first of 

many runs up the Barcelona 

hill first used by the same 

Land-Rover 70 years ago
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Another right-hand bend is rounded and
without warning we’re faced with the hill, still
unmistakable, and as Dines pulls in to the gated
incline, the rest of the group buzzes past, aiming
for the car park at the top of the hill.

Then there is a strange moment. With the rest
of the convoy out of sight, we silently contem-
plate the gate that blocks our path. Paco has
organised access and the fee of several hundred
Euros has been paid, but there’s no sign of the
key. No problem: making use of the verge as well
as the Land-Rover’s ability, we’re through with
a few inches to spare, and there’s nothing left to
do but to fulfil the reason for the trip. Slotting
the pre-production Land-Rover into low range
and selecting second gear, Dines sets off as the
rest of us record the occasion on cameras and
phones. In less than 200 yards and 60 seconds,
the 80in has reached its destination – another
gate and, beyond that, trees that block its path.

There’s a sense of anticlimax. This Land-
Rover has made its way from the south of
England to the hills of Barcelona; it has recre-
ated a moment in history; but what next? Simple:
do it again, and slowly something wonderful
happens. Those who had gone to the car park
start to wander down the hill and a buzz starts to
build. With every run, more people gather: resi-
dents of the houses at the bottom of the hill,

locals enjoying their daily walk, plus the contents
of another five local Land-Rovers that have
driven to see the spectacle. Suddenly, this is an
“I was there when…” event. The hillside begins
to look alive – and very similar to how it appeared
70 years ago, when it was packed with people
marvelling at the sight of just one vehicle.

There are two types of classic-car owner:
those who keep their pride and joy largely to
themselves, closely guarding the keys; and those
who, regardless of value, are happier to share the
experience. Tim Dines is clearly the latter and
over the course of the following hour it’s easier
to count those who don’t get a chance to drive
this historic vehicle up the hill than those that
do; crucially, this offer extends to Paco, Pickford
and Crathorne – the trio that was so instrumen-
tal in bringing the re-enactment together.

I, too, get a turn behind the wheel and, even
though it’s over in a flash, the sense of fulfilment
is huge. Many a journey in an old Landie can feel
momentous, as if a mountain has been climbed,
but in this instance that really is the case. It’s
proof that what began as a stop-gap in a corner of
the Solihull factory is still capable of doing what
it was designed to do, 70 years on.

Thanks to Tim Dines, Paco, Roger Crathorne, Moi
Torrallardona and Isa Kröger at Les Comes, and JLR

Land-Rover legend Crathorne’s 1951 80in will 
be familiar to regular readers – we drove it from 
Anglesey to Solihull in our January 2017 issue – 
but when he found out about the Barcelona trip, 
Crathorne didn’t hesitate in lending his support. 
“To be able to do the run with the same vehicle 
that did it all those years ago is fantastic,” he 
says, “and the fact that GWD lives on is an 
excellent demonstration of sustainability.”

Crathorne’s own Series One used to belong to 
Nicholas Wilks, son of Rover managing director 
Spencer, and after a 27-year hibernation it has 
now been restored to enviable condition and 
reliability by its owner. “It has run brilliantly so 
far,” he confirms, “and the trip has given some 
recent gearbox work the opportunity to settle in 
nicely.” Even so, Crathorne is always the first to 
rise, making the most of the cooler temperatures 
to fettle and fine-tune his Land-Rover.

ROGER 
CRATHORNE

‘The hillside begins to look alive – and very similar to 
how it appeared 70 years ago, when it was packed with 
people marvelling at the sight of just one vehicle’

Clockwise, from main: the 

original demonstration 

run took place on 19 June 

1948; local Series Landies 

were out in force to join 

the re-enactment; Paco 

gets a well-deserved drive 

of GWD; fully-laden ascent



112   Classic & Sports Car   September 2018

Land-Rover
LANDMARKS
With such a rich history, choosing high points from Land-Rover’s 
past is tricky, but here’s a handful of our favourite moments
WORDS MARTIN PORT  PHOTOGRAPHY JAGUAR LAND ROVER

In total there were 48 pre-production 
Land-Rovers built by the Solihull factory 
and ‘R01’ (above), registered HUE 166 
and nicknamed ‘Huey’, is undoubtedly 
the best-known of them all.

Dispatched to the Rover Experimental 
Dept on 11 March 1948, it was one of the 
vehicles that helped the factory to evolve 
and fine-tune the model into one fit to go 
into production – a process that led to holes 
being cut into the tub in order to observe 
clearances and propshaft angles when put 
through its paces by test engineers.

HUE was bought back by the factory in 
1954 and found homes in various collections 
before becoming one of the British Motor 
Museum’s star attractions in Gaydon.

The Land-Rover 1/2 ton, known as the Lightweight 
or Air Portable, was developed as a reaction to the 
British Army’s needs to have a vehicle that could be 
carried by air under a helicopter, shipped by cargo 
aircraft or stacked and taken by train.

Land-Rover began by removing non-essential 
items on a Series IIA 88in base vehicle and then 
explored ways of making the other panels easily 
detachable in order to meet the weight restriction, 
but the main advantage was a 4in reduction 
in width thanks to axle modifications.

PRE-PRODUCTION 
NUMBER ONE

AIR PORTABLE

It is, of course, no secret that 
the Land-Rover came about 
thanks to the Willys Jeep – 
an example of which engineer 
Maurice Wilks used on his 
farm. Inspired to produce his 
own version, he opted for a 
centrally mounted steering 
wheel – one advantage being 
that it negated the need to 
produce both right- and left-
hand-drive models – but a 
more traditional approach 
was chosen in the end. There 
are several replicas, but the 
original is thought to have 
been dismantled in period.

CENTRE STEER: REINVENTING THE JEEP



September 2018   Classic & Sports Car   113

Although others, such as Barbara Toy, had gone 
before them, the most famous early Land-Rover 
expedition is that of six Oxbridge students who, in 
1955, set out to drive a pair of 86in Series One 
Station Wagons from London to Singapore.

Backing from David Attenborough and the 
BBC helped their efforts, with three short films 
produced throughout the trip and subsequently 
broadcast to the public, ensuring that their 18,000-
mile odyssey secured a place in Land-Rover history 
and inspired others for decades to come. 

The coil-sprung Land-Rover took over from leaf-
spring suspension in 1983, bringing with it a name 
change as the Ninety and One-Ten were born. In 
1990, however, those were changed into digits and 
prefixed by a now-familiar name: Defender.

Various engines and spec options came and went 
over the ensuing 25 years, until the two-millionth 
Defender was auctioned in London, achieving 
£400k for charity. For convenience of marketing, 
the name Defender has come to represent all 
models that came before it and, after an alleged 
final hurrah of Heritage Edition models, the 
production line fell silent in January 2016.

To mark 70 years of Land-Rover, however, a 
limited run of reworked Defender Works V8s (left) 
was subsequently announced, boasting 399bhp!

The Camel Trophy began in 1980, and over the 
following 20 years it became the most famous 

of all Land-Rover endurance events 
(although the first running in fact used 
Jeeps as the vehicle of choice).

In 1989, history was made when 
Bob and Joe Ives became the first and 
only British victors in their Defender 
110 (above). The achievement was all 
the more remarkable considering that 
their year was reputed to be one of the 
toughest ever, and it spawned a host 
of replica vehicles from enthusiasts. 

The Camel Trophy ceased to be in 
2000, but it wasn’t long before Land 
Rover announced the G4 Challenge (in 
2003). Participants from 16 nations 
battled their way across the USA, South 
Africa and Australia over 28 days.

FIRST OVERLAND

DEFENDER

CAMEL TROPHY

A decade after the launch of the 
slab-sided Series One came the first 
real development, in the form of the 
Series II. With a slightly wider track, 
stylist David Bache produced a more 
rounded waistline along the length 
of the vehicle to accommodate the 
change, and in doing so introduced 
a look that would continue right 
through to the end of the Defender.

The Series II evolved into the IIA in 
’61 with minimal changes, before the 
next major alteration late in the run 
when the headlights moved from the 
grille panel to the front wings. This 
styling tweak continued in the more 
civilised Series III, launched in 1971.

SERIES II: RESTYLING FOR THE FUTURE



CRUISE 
MISSILES

Blending supercar pace with luxury saloon 
opulence, the gorgeous Ghiblis are finally 
getting the recognition they deserve
WORDS MARTIN BUCKLEY  PHOTOGRAPHY TONY BAKER
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Clockwise from main: 

Ghibli hides its bulk well  

in corners; Campagnolo 

alloys are shared with the 

Mistral; luxurious yet 

practical two-seater cabin
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sis design – but still liked the idea of driving 
behind a thoroughbred, race-proven engine 
with links to the 250F and the great sports-
racing cars of the 1950s and early ’60s. 

The other secret of this period of success was 
that Maserati never seemed to have a problem 
with adapting its cars to take luxuries such as 
power steering, automatic transmission and air-
conditioning; if the customers wanted it, they 
got it. Maserati also tended to shop around for 
styling. In the mid-’60s it was offering series-
produced models with bodies by Frua (the 
Mistral and Quattroporte) and Vignale (Mexico 
and Sebring), and had not long since dropped 
the best-selling, Touring-bodied 3500GT. 

So where Ferrari had a cohesive visual identity 
bound up with Pininfarina, the Maserati 
approach at least kept buyers’ interest engaged 
in a fashion-led luxury Grand Touring market. 

It also tended to mask the fact that the new 
shapes hid familiar componentry: Alford & 
Alder front suspension, Burman steering boxes, 
ZF transmissions, and well-located but emphat-
ically leaf-sprung Salisbury rear axles. Alfieri 
argued, not unreasonably, that these were 
proven, reliable components and that a solid rear 
axle gave customers the most predictable 
handling. He could not claim that there was 
anything revolutionary about his oval-tube chas-
sis with box-section sills; the point is that it was 
strong, and ideally suited to a traditional produc-
tion process that was intensive in man-hours. 

The Ghibli was the first Ghia-bodied Trident 
since the one-off 5000GT built for industrialist 
Sig Innocenti. Ghia never worked with Maserati 
again, but the success of the Ghibli put momen-
tum behind the idea that subsequent Maseratis 
should have less formal shapes and a family 
resemblance, which was why Vignale’s 1969 Indy 
looked like a four-seater Ghibli and almost 
matched its production run. 

Working at a rate of four a day, Ghia built the 
steel Ghibli shells in Turin before sending them 
to Modena to be welded to the chassis. It was 
styled in three months by Giorgetto Giugiaro, 
the young designer formerly of Bertone and 
soon to strike out on his own. In my opinion,  
he has never – at least in the realm of exotica – 
done anything better since. 

Both of ‘our’ cars await us on a disused piece  
of runway at Enstone Airfield; it is a strange 
commentary on the values of these vehicles  
now that shooting them on public roads is not 
really an option any more. 

They are substantial things: low and wide, on 
doughnut-section Michelin XWXs with roomy 
cockpits behind aggressively raked screens. The 
panels are a masterful blend of crisp edges, soft 
curves and other subtle devices to trick the eye 
into seeing simplicity when in reality there is 
much more going on: the reverse curve in the 
front wings that highlights the power in the 
plunging bonnet line; the chamfered edges to 
the coupé’s roof; and that crease in the flanks 
spearing between the wheelarches. The bodies 
are steel apart from the bootlids, and if you find 
a coupé with a lid that extends to bumper level 
then you’ve got one of the first c100 cars built. 
That means a smaller 4709cc, 306bhp engine 
(with four Weber 38DCNLs rather than the 
later 42DCNFs) plus solid front discs, a hefty 
twin-plate clutch and possibly manual steering. 

The SS or Super Sport specification was a 
longer-stroke, 4930cc version of the quad-cam 

T
he dream of owning a 
Maserati Ghibli is one of 
those recurring exotic-car 
fantasies that I used to think 
might actually one day come 
true. They were, after all, 
cheap for decades, moving 

from being a must-have fashion trinket of the 
playboy classes to irrelevant GT dinosaur in one 
easy move. They are not even all that rare in 
exotica terms: 1295 cars in six years makes a 
Ghibli positively common compared to any Iso 
or Monteverdi you care to name. In fact, the 
Ghibli was the most successful of the classic V8 
Maseratis, and a curious case of a firm’s most 
expensive car also being its biggest seller. 

And yet, even at its lowest financial ebb, the 
fast, beautiful and relatively abundant Ghibli was 
still somehow always priced just beyond the 
grasp of the likes of me. I can’t moan, really, 
because I had my chance: the failure to capture a 
tired but otherwise respectable example 15 years 
ago (for £12k) certainly feels like one of my 
poorer fiscal decisions when you consider the 
£300,000 this beautiful SS coupé is expected to 
make when it goes to auction in September. 

Andy Heywood of McGrath Maserati knows 
as much about Ghiblis as anyone else in the 
world. His boys have just finished on this Bianco 
Spyder a restoration with such awesome atten-
tion to detail that it is hard to see it not making its 
£1.2million estimate when it crosses the block at 
RM Sotheby’s on behalf of owner and serious 
Maserati collector Stephen Dowling. 

Value-wise, the open cars were always another 
game altogether; only 125 were built and this 
4.9-litre SS – chassis AM115/49S1251 – is one of 
only four right-hookers, supplied new in the UK 
to the future Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Hamad bin 
Khalifa Al Thani, a lad of about 20 at the time. 

If the Spyder is almost beyond pristine, the  
4.9 SS coupé is merely immaculate. Finished  
in Rosso Rubino with white Connolly leather, 
chassis AM115/491668 left the factory in April 
1970 with left-hand drive, was converted to 
RHD in Australia in the early ’70s and restored 
there 20 years later. It was the car that launched 
Dowling’s Maserati collection and has been 
looked after for some years by McGrath, which 
also swapped it back to left-hand drive for him.

Compared to cars such as the Mexico and the 
Mistral, the Ghibli – first shown as a tentative 
prototype on the Ghia stand at Turin in 1966 – 
appeared to come out of nowhere. But it was 
really a response to the sensation caused by the 
Lamborghini Miura, and designed to keep inter-
est in the ageing Maserati range alive. 

Production started in 1967 and at first the 
plan was to build only 100 examples, but this was 
soon increased to 400 with annual production 
peaking in 1968 at 276 units. 

We tend to think of Maserati as a company 
that bounced from one crisis to the next in its 
‘classic’ period, but the Ghibli actually emerged 
from a time of relative stability under the Orsi 
family, with the expense and distraction of 
Grand Prix racing long behind it and the turmoil 
of the Citroën takeover still to come. 

With Giulio Alfieri in charge of engineering, 
Maserati created the most successful range of 
exotic cars in the world, with the widest choice  
of engines and transmissions. It also had a loyal 
customer base, who valued good finish and 
comfort over the last word in mid-engined chas-

‘The Ghibli appeared to 
come out of nowhere, but 
was really a response to 
the sensation caused by 
the Lamborghini Miura’





V8 producing 330bhp and a shade more torque 
(355lb ft as opposed to 341lb ft), built as a way of 
countering emissions regulations as much as 
increasing output. Heywood suggests that the 
difference was greater than it appears, because 
the later figures were more honest. The engine 
bays are neatly presented, practical workspaces 
dominated by a massive rectangular airbox atop 
the Webers and four crackle-black cam covers. 
There are no blanks for the extra plugs to make 
the link with the exotic 450S sports-racer and the 
luxurious 5000GT, and there is just the one 
distributor, augmented by electronic ignition.

While the rarity of the open version makes it 
one of the greatest prizes of all to the Maserati 
collector, I would take the coupé over the Spyder 
any day (who needs a convertible when you have 
air-conditioning cold enough to make your toes 

ache?), particularly because I’m not a big fan  
of white cars or of bolt-on wire wheels. Still,  
with its steel hood cover giving it a smooth 
profile it is a beautifully resolved open-topped 
adaptation, with additional bracing behind the 
seats to make up for the lack of a roof. 

But the gaze is continually drawn back to the 
elegant purity of the coupé, which in any case 
drives better – if only because the Spyder, with 
its sticky gearchange and tight, freshly rebuilt  
V8 – “no more than 2500 revs,” says Heywood 
– still needs some shakedown miles. 

There are some interesting detail trim differ-
ences on the cars, such as the treatment of the 
indicators in the front grille, and the circular 
versus oblong repeater flashers on the front 
wings – plus the Spyder’s slightly incongruous 
front overriders. But both have the old favourite 

Alfa Berlina rear lights and those extraordinarily 
aggressive twin tailpipes that look like sawn-off 
shotguns from a ’70s sub-post office robbery. 

Inside, there is a difference in driving position 
between the coupé and the Spyder that I can’t 
quite put my finger on, but is probably some-
thing to do with steering-column angle or the 
seats themselves, which look identical at a casual 
glance but are actually quite different. 

The ignition is on the centre console in the 
open car and on the steering column in the 
closed one. The fact that they have different 
clocks and doorhandles probably has more to do 
with what was in the factory stores on the days 
they were being built than anything else, but the 
anorak in me needs to know these things. 

It was the supposed top speed well in excess of 
170mph that gave the Ghibli supercar status. I’m 
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Buckley does his best  

‘GT Man in Cannes’ face; 

Spyder dashboard is 

packed with rows of  

dials and switchgear,  

and has a classy finish
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Clockwise: pert tail with 

ubiquitous Alfa-sourced 

rear lights; crisply resolved 

Spyder profile; quad-cam 

V8 looks every cubic inch 

the thoroughbred



not sure anybody officially got one much over
160mph but, on the right day, with the longest
back-axle ratio and a willingness to pull deeply
beyond the modest redline, who knows? Alfieri
was more interested in a smooth drivetrain and
lots of torque in a flat, even curve. That meant a
car that would see off almost anything on its way
to 120mph in third, could cruise at 140mph and,
because it didn’t need to be revved hard, had
more potential durability than certain V12s.

Running well, and ministered to by the right
people, the Maserati V8 is certainly magnificent:
silky and sonorous, with refinement in pick-up
that is born of beautifully accurate and smooth
throttle control yet with just enough growl to let
you know that it is a classic Modenese quad-cam
all-alloy engine. Heywood says that the 4.9s,
with their later carbs, are much smoother.

It is certainly not your typical ‘throbby’ V8,
which probably has something to do with firing
order or the design of the exhaust manifolds.
The ZF ’box in both cars has an ‘H’ pattern, with
fifth on the dogleg, and requires a little thought
when manoeuvring the lever with some meaning
around the compact gate. Both are quiet and the
smooth clutch means that there is no excuse for
jerky progress. With vented discs and twin cali-
pers up front the brakes are strong and balanced,
if possibly a little sensitive at lower speeds.
Power steering was standard on the 4.9 SS and
it can’t be anything other than a blessing in
4000lb cars such as these. What you lose – frac-
tionally – in feel and fine control at speed you are
paid back in triplicate in terms of ease of driving,
especially because the turning circles are so
huge, and you get quicker gearing, too.

There are no tricks to the handling of these
big Maseratis, either: they don’t pretend to be
Elans or even E-types, but carry their weight
beautifully and feel completely balanced and
reassuring at all times. If they roll, you can’t
detect it from the inside and they are magnifi-
cently stable and neutral through long, fast
corners. Neither is a ‘sports car’ you toss about
roughly, but both have poise and manners, riding
better than they have a right to on such ‘tradi-
tional’ suspension. They have a sort of dignity,
which sounds a strange thing to say about a near-
16ft-long piece of two-seater Italian exotica.

Perhaps, one day, we will look back and think
£300k was cheap for a car such as the Ghibli. You
certainly can’t buy one for £12k any more, and
what does £300,000 buy you in the ’60s Ferrari
world these days? Or £1million, if you like, when
it comes to their drophead equivalents?

I suppose everyone has a story like my £12k
Ghibli. The point is that, at the time, I would
have struggled to get that £12,000 together,
never mind find the money to keep it on the
road. Sometimes, with cars and many other
things, you have to acknowledge your limita-
tions. There’s a sort of liberation in knowing that
I can’t even dream about owning a Ghibli now,
so why waste energy on it? Better (as with so
many cars) to admire from afar, celebrate the fact
that such things exist, think yourself lucky you
are not liable for the eye-watering upkeep and,
in my case at least, feel grateful for the chance
to spend a few hours with two of the nicest
examples on the planet.

Thanks to RM Sotheby’s. The Dowling Maserati 
Collection will be sold at its London sale on 
5 September; see www.rmsothebys.com
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THE PLAYBOY’S 
SHOPPING LIST

FERRARI 365GTB/4 DAYTONA
1968-’74, c1350 built, value £500k-plus
This was Ferrari’s answer to the Lamborghini 
Miura, but the Daytona was as commercially 
successful as the Ghibli over a similar six-year 
production run, and also came as a (hyper-rare) 
Spider. It’s a more hardcore experience, but the 
trade-off is a fabulous 4.4-litre quad-cam V12.

LAMBORGHINI ISLERO
1968-’70, 225 built, value £300k-plus
With an appeal lying somewhere between the 
Daytona and the Ghibli, this four-seater GT was 
powered by a four-cam V12, although even its 
greatest fan couldn’t really argue that the Islero 
was pretty. It was certainly rare, though, with 
just 225 built, 100 of those in 350bhp ‘S’ form. 

MONTEVERDI HIGH SPEED 375
1967-’77, n/a built, value £200k-plus
The rarity of this Swiss supercar makes it a kind 
of myth, but it is thought that 12 examples of the 
two-seater 375S were built before the irascible 
Peter Monteverdi fell out with Frua, which styled 
the pleasing shape. The longer 375L (above) 
added a pair of rear seats to this fast, Chrysler-
powered car with a very competent chassis. 

‘These big Maseratis don’t 
pretend to be Elans or 
even E-types, but they feel 
completely balanced and 
reassuring at all times’



FORGOTTEN 
MASTERPIECE
Often overlooked, the mighty Hispano-
Suiza H6B deserves to stand alongside 
the likes of Bentley and Rolls-Royce
WORDS RICHARD HESELTINE  PHOTOGRAPHY MANUEL PORTUGAL





T
he sky is vast, the light super-
nal, but there’s no time to
take in the scenic vista.
Besides, another will be
along in just a moment. The
road cleaves through the
mountainside, vertiginous

drop-offs and the lack of guardrail giving you
pause to think or, better still, not think at all. 

You feel suspended between outcomes, but
this is a 1924 Hispano-Suiza H6B – widely
touted in period as being the finest car in the 
world – and torque is such that there is never a 
lull in forward momentum. Quite the opposite. 
It just pulls, and pulls, and then pulls some more. 
This stately looking leviathan burbles along 
quite happily, with only your forearms threating 
to wilt under the strain. Hairpin turn after hair-
pin turn is starting to take its toll, but then, 
finally, what passes for a straight. 

It is at this juncture that you appreciate the 
car’s silky-smooth ‘six’ all the more. Quite aside 
from its architectural magnificence, it feels 
unburstable. There’s barely a rise in register. In 
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top – third – gear the Hispano is perfectly happy 
sitting at 60-70mph. The heft of the screw-and-
nut steering dissipates, mercifully, and it doesn’t 
wander or threaten to spill. By modern stand-
ards, the H6B won’t give a well-driven hatchback 
a bloody nose, but it won’t lag behind, either. It’s 
hard to believe this remarkable machine was 
made almost a century ago such is its willingness, 
refinement and, biggest surprise of all, ease of 
use, once you’ve overcome your initial hesitancy.

Given the locale, Portugal’s breathtaking 
Serra do Caramulo region, it’s hard not to  
be overcome by misty-eyed romanticism; to  

imagine you’re André Dubonnet, the millionaire 
playboy and decorated WW1 fighter pilot, 
taking the fight to Alfa, Mercedes and Itala 
opposition on the ’24 Targa Florio in an H6 
‘Type Sport’, leading the field around the twisty 
Madonie circuit. Either that, or envisaging the 
long-time owner of this car, João de Lacerda, 
terrorising the neighbourhood in his legendary 
press-on style. The ancestral seat led straight on 
to an active hillclimb course, and he wasn’t above 
taking it on epic pan-European thrashes as and 
when the mood took him. Which was often.

Who could blame him? Everything about this 
car invites hyperbole. It was always thus. This 
most French of Spanish marques was once a 
technical leader, with countless patents in its 
armoury. The firm’s products acted as blank 
canvases for some of the most respected – some-
times notorious – coachbuilders of the day. 
There were exotic cars, and then there were 
Hispano-Suizas. These were machines beloved 
by captains of industry and silver-screen icons; 
by heads of state and your common-or-garden 
beautiful people. Hellé Nice had an H6, while 

‘It’s hard not to imagine 
you’re André Dubonnet, 
taking the fight to Alfa, 
Mercedes and Itala on  
the 1924 Targa Florio’
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Pablo Picasso owned three, and that’s just for 
starters. Hispanos were immortalised in count-
less novels of the era, driven by characters such 
as Maxim de Winter in Daphne du Maurier’s 
Rebecca (although Laurence Olivier drove a six-
cylinder MG in Alfred Hitchcock’s big-screen 
adaptation). The H6 was the perfect car for a 
hero, fictional or otherwise, not least because 
Hispano-Suiza had a chic and unattainable aura. 

This was due to the fact that in period you 
rarely saw them, especially in the UK. Consider 
this: this H6B would have set you back £2100 in 
1924, or approximately £114,000 when adjusted 
for inflation – and that’s minus coachwork. That 
was roughly 15% more than a Rolls-Royce 
Silver Ghost rolling chassis. A comparable Bent-
ley was almost half as much. The lofty price-tag 
was understandable given the laborious, hang-
the-expense nature of the Hispano’s design and 
construction. The 6597cc straight-six, for exam-
ple, borrowed heavily from aircraft technology. 
It boasted an aluminium block with steel  
cylinder liners, twin sparking plugs per cylinder, 
and a single overhead camshaft working the 

valves. There were also such modern flourishes 
as coil instead of magneto ignition. The seven-
bearing crank alone must have taken an age  
to whittle, with each being machined from steel 
billet weighing 600lb (272kg). The end result 
weighed only 35lb (15.8kg). 

The main talking point, however, was the 
braking set-up. The H6B featured four-wheel 
drum brakes, the drums being aluminium (with 
steel liners) to reduce unsprung weight, which 
was sophisticated stuff. But that wasn’t the big 
news. Hispano-Suiza’s great leap was the use of 
mechanical servo assistance. This was a technical 
first, with even arch-rival Rolls-Royce employ-
ing the licence-made ‘servobrake’ arrangement 
from 1924 until the mid ’60s. Genius was at work 
here, and you could argue that Hispano-Suiza 
designer Marc Birkigt was the greatest automo-
tive engineer of the period. That, and the  
most ill-served by history.

Birkigt’s background is mired in conjecture 
and half-truths. Legend has it, perhaps apocry-
phally, that the Swiss moved to Spain to find 
work as a mining engineer, only to be asked to 

design a car. This seems a little fanciful, but he 
mapped out several vehicles prior to the forma-
tion of La Hispano-Suiza Fábrica de 
Automóviles in 1904. He designed every subse-
quent production ‘Spanish-Swiss’ model bar 
one, with work being divided between Barcelona 
and Paris from 1911, the French subsidiary 
producing the more luxurious variants while the 
lesser models were made closer to home.

WW1 established the marque on the global 
stage, thanks in no small part to Birkigt’s water-
cooled, sohc V8 aero engine, which was first 
seen in 1915. While precise figures are hard to 
pin down, as many as 50,000 units were reput-
edly made. The H6’s straight-six was rooted in a 
subsequent V12 aero-engine design, the model 
causing a furore when unveiled at the 1919 Paris 
Salon de l’Automobile, the slightly more power-
ful H6B arriving three years later. It was 
superseded by the larger-displacement H6C in 
1924, with variations on the theme continuing  
to be made as late as 1933. 

Unfortunately for Hispano-Suiza, the 1930s 
would not be kind. The magnificent 12-cylinder, 

Clockwise from main: 

you’re the one working 

hard on a rural run; strong 

overhead-cam 6597cc ‘six’ 

has bags of torque; it’s all 

in the details, such as the 

exquisite gearknob for the 

three-speed ’box; this car’s 

body shows its regular use



9.4-litre (11.3-litre in time) J12 was introduced 
in 1931, to a world still reeling from the Wall 
Street Crash two years earlier. Scroll to the end 
of the decade, and production of motor cars took 
a back seat as Europe descended into hell. The 
manufacture of aeroplane engines took prece-
dence, but there was no revival of four-wheeled 
transportation post-war. This was, in part, due to 
crippling taxes imposed in France on cars with 
displacements of over 2 litres, which also did  
for several other great makes.

In 1946, newly incorporated commercial-
vehicle firm ENASA, which would later produce 
the ultra-exotic Pegaso GT, acquired the Span-
ish assets, while the largely autonomous French 
arm continued apace in the aviation industry, 
making everything from ejector seats to landing 
gear via, ironically, licence-built Rolls-Royce 
engines. It later produced turbines and, in 1968, 
became part of the Snecma aeronautical giant. 
Attempts at a marque renaissance have thus far 
failed to get out of the starting gate (see panel).

Which brings us to today. ‘Our’ H6B was 
acquired new by Portuguese gentleman driver 

Bento de Sousa Amorim. He collected the roll-
ing chassis from the Paris factory on 30 May 
1924 and returned to north Portugal, from 
where he began campaigning the car minus 
bodywork; he merely installed two seats. The 
precise what-happened-next part is clouded  
in mystery, but, in 1975, it was discovered by  
de Lacerda, founder of Museu do Caramulo. It 
was exhibited as found, but this arch-enthusiast 
opined that it deserved a body and dispatched 
the chassis to the UK, where renowned coach-
builder Tony Robinson expertly created one  
that closely aped a Kellner-style boat-tail outline 
of the period. Then in April 1982, de Lacerda 
drove the completed car back from Blighty to 
Portugal in just two days. 

Photos don’t really lend a sense of scale, 
because the Hispano appears immense up close, 
fronted by the famous ‘Cigogne Volante’ (flying 
stork) mascot – a homage to French aviation 
hero Captain Georges Guynemer of the Storks 
Squadron, shot down in 1917 aboard a Hispano-
engined SPAD – almost at chest level. It’s no 
wonder some owners equipped them with corks 

so as not to impale anyone. Clambering aboard, 
it appears even more elephantine, the bonnet 
stretching as far as the eye can strain. You sit high 
in the cockpit, facing a wealth of instrumenta-
tion, including an eight-day Jaeger clock and  
a speedometer that reads to 110kph. 

In the centre of the vast wood-rim wheel sits 
the ignition’s advance/retard regulator. At full 
retard, you press the starter and the engine fires 
in an instant, a reminder that this car is used 
regularly. It’s hard to avoid Swiss-watch analo-
gies here: it’s precision itself. There’s nothing in 
the way of vibration through the structure. The 
engine is barely audible. Slide the control back 
towards advance, press in the unyielding multi-
disc clutch and move the right-hand-sited, 
reverse-pattern gearlever into first. It engages 
with a pronounced ker-klunk and this behemoth 
moves off at little more than tickover. 

The first few miles are uphill. And how. Using 
first and second gear, the Hispano climbs  
without protest. Only on straights do you 
double-declutch into top. Considering its age, 
you cannot help but be amazed at how easily it 
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Clockwise from above: 

everything in this well-

driven car works perfectly; 

the British-built body was 

finished in 1982; turning 

heads on local roads; the 

Hispano’s striking ‘Cigogne 

Volante’ mascot is really 

quite a weapon!



slots into gear. Anyone reasonably well-versed in 
old cars would be able to drive it competently, so 
long as you anticipate direction changes. That, 
and stopping distances. The brakes might have 
been state of the art in the ’20s, but that was then. 
The steering, which many motoring periodicals 
of the day said was eerily quick, feels leaden by 
modern standards, but it’s remarkably free from 
play at the straight-ahead. With cars of this 
vintage, you usually accept they’ll wander a little, 
but it resolutely stays on its given trajectory. 

An hour in the company of this fabulous car is 
enough to make you appreciate more than just 
the visuals. Everything about it screams quality. 
It is less taxing to drive than, say, a vintage Bent-
ley, and rewarding with it. If the Hispano wasn’t 
the finest car of its era, it’s hard to think of one 
that was in any way superior. Its outsized reputa-
tion was earned the hard way, and its spell isn’t in 
any danger of diminishing any time soon.

Thanks to Adelino Dinis, Salvador Patrício 
Gouveia and Tiago Patrício Gouveia, Museu do 
Caramulo (www.museu-caramulo.net)
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Marque revivals are nothing new, and a Hispano-
Suiza rebirth has been on the cards for more 
than half a century.

In February 1965, Road & Track suggested 
that something might be in the offing, and hoped 
it could be a rival for the Maserati Quattroporte. 
Nothing more was heard from the marque until 
Barcelona-based design and engineering 
consultancy Mazel unleashed a bulbous 
mid-engined concept car in 2000, wearing 
Hispano-Suiza badging (above right).

It soon disappeared from view, as did the 
HS K8 saloon show car, complete with suicide 
rear doors and Audi V8 power, which emerged 
a year later. Several other stand-fillers have 
followed in their wake, with an Audi R8-based 
supercar (below right) threatening to enter 
production in 2012 at a cost of €700,000. 
Six years on, we’re still waiting…

A NEW DAWN 
POSTPONED





THE 
SPECIAL 

ONE
When a serious Jaguar enthusiast asked for a  

road-legal Lightweight, Browns Lane made it happen.
And this demure-looking E-type doesn’t disappoint 

WORDS MICK WALSH  PHOTOGRAPHY TONY BAKER



C
ontinuation Lightweight 
E-types hold little appeal for 
me, but a historic Jaguar that 
oozes history through the 
genuine patina of use and 
long, rewarding ownership is 
something very special.

The understated battleship grey, bumperless 
E-type pictured here is just such a wonderful 
machine. Sitting silent outside Camp Hill, an 
18th-century house near Kirklington in York-
shire, this special Jaguar spent its early life in this 
area. For that reason it had to return to meet the 
Ropner family members who remember the car 
when it was new, none more so than octogenar-
ian bobsleigh legend Bruce, the son of the 
E-type’s distinguished first owner. The joy of a 
genuine classic car is discovering its history and 
revisiting those roots. No replica, no matter how 
exotic, has that fascinating attraction. 

Standing by 84-year-old Ropner as his face 
lights up on seeing the grey E-type burble in is 
a special moment. “It was 
always garaged here with my 
father’s D-type,” he recalls. 
“It was a breathtaking road 
car and my father used it 
regularly to drive to the 
office in Darlington.

“That was 24 miles each 
way, and before the speed 
limit he would see 130mph 
several times en route. My 
father also used it to drive to 
London and regularly street-
parked it outside the flat.
In May 1968 the E-type did
a fantastic road trip of 
Europe, visiting Paris, 
Avignon, Monaco, Laus-
anne, Frankfurt, Cologne 
and Brussels. I remember he 
was frustrated when a brick 
fell off a French lorry and 
dented the alloy bonnet.”

As well as exotic jaunts, the E-type was used 
for local trips with friends. Passengers included 
a young Susannah Fletcher – better known as 
the famous film star Susannah York: “My father 
preferred understated colours for his cars. His 
previous Aston Martin DB3S coupé was also 
painted grey with red trim.” 

Although Ropner has no hesitation about 
climbing aboard a bobsleigh aged 84, he’s appre-
hensive about driving the now-valuable E-type, 
but is happy to ride with specialist David Brazell 
at the wheel, for a memorable trip around famil-
iar local roads. On his return, Ropner’s smile is 
wider than ever: “It still feels very quick. Please 
can you take my son out for a run?” 

Known as the ‘bionic man’, Ropner has new 
hips and knees, but is still a hugely motivated 
chap who continues to raise funds for bobsleigh 
sport. The ‘Ropner E-type’, as it’s known to 
Jaguar historians, has been re-registered, 
repainted and rebuilt over the past 45 years, 
but remains a wonderfully genuine car with 
immense character and spectacular perfor-
mance. The parallels between the two British 
legends seemed obvious. Looking at old photo 
albums under the dramatic Spanish Chestnut 
tree that shades the drive at Camp Hill, we are 
all captivated by the reunion. Watching and 
listening to Ropner as he remembers his dad’s 

old E-type is a lovely experience: “We used to 
call the tree ‘the garage’, because father always 
parked his cars under it.” 

The Jaguar looks so right back on the York-
shire driveway but, after hearing the stories, I am 
mad keen to drive it. Sorted E-types, particularly 
unrestored examples, never cease to impress 
me, and I can’t imagine how these cars must have 
felt in the early ’60s, particularly this special-
order ‘racer for the road’. 

Pull open the door and its light weight 
instantly indicates that this is no ordinary ‘flat-
floor’ E-type. Settle into the well-worn red 
leather bucket seat, and a quick review of the 
cabin reveals distinctive details including a 
round metal plate on the wide transmission 
tunnel, indicating the desirable ZF gearbox. 
Fixed by the glovebox opening is a dealer plaque 
for Glovers of Ripon. Holding the original, 
wood-rimmed steering wheel and glancing at 
the 160mph speedometer, I imagine how many 
times the revs have been stretched to achieve 

peak performance. All of Ropner’s memories 
suddenly became more vivid as the straight-six 
idles, and it is a strange feeling heading down the 
Camp Hill drive where it arrived new in 1964, 
and will probably never return. 

Out on the road, the car’s charm is even more 
rewarding. The five-speed ’box feels notchy 
until fully warmed, but the ratios are closer and 
the action faster through the stubby, alloy-
topped lever. We motor east to Thirsk in search 
of quieter, open roads to better appreciate the 
E-type’s alluring character. Jaguar’s chief engi-
neer Bill Heynes was right to advise that the 
bespoke order be based on a steel monocoque, 

because the interior is refined and the tuned 
engine less intrusive. The interior doesn’t cook, 
even in traffic on a hot day, and over bumps 
there are none of the rattles of the racer. 

Finally, the route clears on the A170 across 
Scawton Moor and this great Jaguar gets a 
chance to stretch its legs. The performance 
through the gears is spectacular, that signature 
Malcolm Sayer-designed nose lifting as it 
punches forward with effortless pace. Best of all 
is the sharp roar that accompanies the charge. 

Powering out of the hairpins climbing Sutton 
Bank, it happily gives a superbike a challenge, 
but through the open bends near Wass the car 
shows its true pedigree. The handling, steering 
and brakes are superb, yet it’s the urgent torque 
and smooth power that make it all so rewarding. 
The mid-range punch is addictive, and equally 
impressive is how the car copes with bumps 
as you storm out of rougher corners. 

The history of the 12 original, factory-built 
Lightweight racers is well known, but in 1963 

a wealthy baronet and Jaguar 
lover, Sir Robert Ropner, 
contacted the Browns Lane 
works about ordering a Light-
weight for road use. 

With a fortune made by his 
father in the shipping busi-
ness, the 55-year-old Ropner 
had the resources to indulge 
in fast cars. Through his 
acquisition of a new D-type, 
XKD 514 – bought primarily 
for road use – along with a hot 
Mk2 saloon, Ropner was a 
valued customer of Jaguar, 
so his enquiry about a Light-
weight was given special 
attention. Even Heynes 
became involved in the 
detailed specification of this 
one-off E-type. 

When said enquiry via 
Glovers found its way to Heynes’ desk, special 
consideration was made to tailor the bespoke 
road car to Ropner’s needs. Heynes appreciated 
that the full race-spec, aluminium racer would 
be an impractical, noisy and challenging 
machine to use regularly on the road, so details 
of this unique car were adjusted to make it 
stronger and more refined, while at the same 
time fulfilling the ultimate performance require-
ments. The Kirklington-based baronet would 
expect nothing less than the fastest roadgoing 
Jaguar, and later corresponded directly with the 
factory over various concerns. 

Heynes instructed that chassis S850817 be 
built around a steel-skinned monocoque with an 
aluminium bonnet and door skins, but with steel 
frames to support standard window glass. 

The engine was also a compromise for road 
use with a cast-iron block, a wet sump and a 
race-bred 35/40 wide-angle cylinder head. 
Internally, the straight-six had a polished and 
balanced crankshaft and conrods matched to a 
lightened flywheel, as well as high-lift camshafts. 
Triple Weber DC03 twin-choke carburettors, as 
fitted to the D-type, produced around 280bhp at 
5500rpm, but what gave the E-type its perfor-
mance legs was a five-speed ZF gearbox. 

Another notable feature is the 3.54:1 back axle 
with a Thornton Tork-Lok limited-slip differ-
ential. The front featured a thicker anti-roll bar 
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“It was a breathtaking road 
car and my father used it 
regularly to drive to the 
office in Darlington – 
before the speed limit 
he would see 130mph”

Bruce and cousin Jeremy 

Ropner were crowned 

British bobsleigh 

champions in 1962
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Clockwise from top left: 

Ropner’s lifelong bobsleigh 

passion; wet-sump ‘six’ has 

a unique iron block; special 

gearbox guide plate; ZF 

five-speed gives it legs





From top: sextet reveals 

the family’s bias; Ropner 

co-owned the Barnato-

Hassan Brooklands titan; 

reunited with the E-type 

his father commissioned

In British bobsleigh history, 84-year-old Bruce 
Ropner is a legend and he was awarded an OBE 
for his services to the daring winter sport. For 
seven decades, this inspiring octogenarian has 
ridden the icy downhill runs, and even last year 
this grandfather experienced 75mph at Igls in 
Austria. “For pure speed nothing matches Horse 
Shoe Corner at St Moritz, where you pull 5G,” 
enthuses the former Welsh Guard. “My friend 
Keith Schellenberg introduced me to bobsleigh 
in 1958. ‘You’re a fit man Bruce, come and join us,’
he said. I thought about it for about three seconds. 
After the first run I looked like a ghost, but I never 
looked back.” Ropner competed with the British 
team from 1958 until ’64, but continued as an 
amateur after he started a family. In later years, 
he built a dry run on the Camp Hill estate to 
encourage young enthusiasts – British Winter 
Olympians Nicola Minichiello and Mica McNeill 
owe much to his encouragement. 

Speed has been a constant feature in Ropner’s 
life. With pal Schellenberg he co-owned the 
legendary Barnato-Hassan Brooklands Outer 
Circuit Bentley legend during the mid ’50s, which 
he ran on the road with two-seater bodywork and 
cycle wings. In later years he owned a Cobra 289, 
in which he regularly competed at hillclimbs, 
sprints and drag meetings: “It set some fantastic 
averages up the A1 and was once clocked at 
164mph near Grantham. The Cobra was great fun.”

He also co-owned one of the first dragsters 
in the UK and, with British bobsleigh pioneer 

Norman Barclay, competed at early 
events including at Blackbushe and Croft. 
“We bought it in 1964 and called it ‘Dos 
Palmos’. Our first test run was at Graveley 
Airfield, where it did 150mph in 10 secs. 
The surface was very bumpy and the 
draught created a blizzard of fluff 
from the dandelions.” 

The Ropner family was involved in 
establishing Croft as a racetrack in 1966, 
and the E-type regularly turned laps to 
test the circuit’s design, but was never 
raced. For the first meeting, a big-banger 
sports-car race was the feature that tempted 
John Surtees and Denny Hulme to enter: “John 
came up the day before for extra practice in 
his Lola T70 and took me for a few laps. I loved 
racing my father’s D-type at Croft.” In later years, 
Ropner helped save Mallory Park and co-owned 
the track with Chris Craft. 

Over the years, Ropner has met some famous 
motor racing characters: “Jim Clark once stopped 
at our office in his Lotus. He was a very nice man 
and took me out in the pouring rain in his Elan. 
His reactions were fantastic.”  Ecurie Ecosse 
mechanic Wilkie Wilkinson was also a family 
friend. “Wilkie regularly stayed at Camp Hill, and 
even helped tune my Cobra when working at BRM.” 

Classic Jaguars are still close to Ropner’s heart 
and today an XK150 is a prized vehicle: “It was 
our wedding car in 1960. I sold it once but missed 
it so much that I bought it back.”   

BRUCE ROPNER: MAN OF SPEED

September 2018   Classic & Sports Car   133



134   Classic & Sports Car   September 2018

Clockwise from top left: 

well-worn leather is part  

of its charm; supplying 

dealer; pace demanded 

Dunlop alloys; no bumpers 

in pursuit of lightness



while the rear suspension, as with the Light-
weight racers, incorporated MkX components. 

Ropner insisted that his E-type had an under-
stated presence and specified a gunmetal-grey 
paint finish with a black hardtop and red leather 
trim. However, to keep the weight down, neither 
front nor rear bumpers were fitted. To complete 
the purposeful look, Dunlop alloy disc wheels 
were ordered to take the extra power.

With a potential top speed of over 165mph, 
Jaguar and Dunlop were worried about the RS5 
and SP tyres, and advised Ropner to avoid 
prolonged runs at 130mph. High-speed testing 
on the German autobahn had caused concerns at 
the factory, and Heynes was fully aware that 
Ropner had plans to take the car abroad. Even 
Jaguar chassis engineer Derrick White became 
involved in the specification, advising Ropner to 
retain the 3.54 axle ratio until the engine was run 
in, before a higher 3.31 was ordered. Heynes 
clearly became familiar with the baronet because 
later correspondence is simply signed ‘Bill’. 

This spectacular E-type 
was finally finished in May 
1964 and Ropner went to 
Browns Lane to collect it, 
with the distinctive registra-
tion number 1 WW. Heynes 
himself turned out to greet 
his esteemed client, before 
Ropner drove 1 WW home.

The ‘Semi-Lightweight’ 
proved to be sensationally 
fast and was taken on various 
high-speed trips to the Rivi-
era. Even on the Continent 
little could match the grey 
E-type’s acceleration and 
Ropner never spared the 
horses. And as well as glamor-
ous lady friends, passengers 
included Ropner’s corgi dogs. 
Further correspondence with 
Heynes reveals continued 
frustrations with ‘spitting’ above 5000rpm,
which, as he complained: ‘Utterly does away
with the pleasure one gets on occasionally
having an open road.’ 

The report irked Heynes, who’d had reserva-
tions about the fitment of Webers in the first
place. The set-up required specialist tuning and
Heynes concluded that Ropner might be better
to fit SUs while further Weber development
progressed. Ropner’s irritations continued, as
a letter states: ‘The whole thing has gone on
for long enough. The car is in all other ways
so delightful it is a shame to have it spoilt by such
a stain on its character.’ 

Historic racer and car connoisseur Neil
Corner vividly recalls a surprise encounter with
1 WW when driving back from Silverstone on a
Monday morning, en route to Durham: “I was
cruising up the old A1 at about 90mph in my
DB4 and somewhere near Catterick I suddenly
saw in the rear-view mirror this E-type
approaching fast. I wasn’t paying much attention
and put my foot down. The E-type edged past
me doing about 120mph – there was no speed
limit then – and I noted a puff of smoke from the
exhaust as it accelerated ahead. I remember
turning to Freda [his wife] and saying ‘it must
have a five speed ’box’.” When the two sports
cars reached Scotch Corner, the drivers pulled
over: “It was Robert Ropner, who I had on

occasion seen driving his D-type near Darling-
ton. We had a good chat before motoring on.” 

Corner later owned the ex-Dick Wilkins 
Lightweight no 11, for which he traded a 
Lamborghini Miura in 1970 – “the Miura was 
the worst car I ever owned” – and in the ’80s he 
finally got a drive of the Semi-Lightweight. “I’d 
become good friends with [later owner] John 
Foster, and on one fishing trip to Glenshee he 
invited me to have a drive. I had a fabulous run 
on the A93 across Deeside. Unlike our noisy 
Lightweight, the Ropner car was an ideal road 
car, both comfortable and fast. I’ve recently 
acquired a 3.8 fhc and a 4.2 roadster, which are 
fantastic value. I can’t understand why it’s taken 
me so long to discover what great cars they are.”

Ropner kept 1 WW for seven years and, as 
with his D-type, it was regularly called into 
service for the drive to his office in Stockton-on-
Tees, near Darlington. Many motorists would 
have encountered the distinctive, rapid E-type 
as the baronet blasted by on the A1. 

Ropner eventually sold 1 WW in 1971 to
Alan Ensoll, another northern D-type owner
who started racing the E-type in club events at
Oulton Park and Snetterton, always driving to
circuits in the best clubman tradition.

Ensoll kept the car for two years before it
moved through the trade via Martin Johnson
and Brian Classic to Michael Fisher. Few knew
of the car’s history, but its performance always
impressed. Fisher painted it mustard yellow with
a black hardtop, and modifiations included
fitting one of the works-type vented bootlids.
After racing it a few times, Fisher exchanged it
for the Cunningham Lightweight, 5114 WK.

At some point it was repainted dark blue and 
remained in the north until acquired by Foster, 
the founder of the Ecurie Ecosse Tour. 

A passionate Jaguar enthusiast, Foster owned 
the ex-Peter Walker Le Mans XK120 and a V12 
E-type. Desiring something different, he ran an 
ad in Motor Sport: ‘Good Scottish home available 
for an older Jaguar with competition history. 
WHY? [what have you].’ A Yorkshireman 
phoned and said he had an ideal swap: the 
Ropner E-type. Foster shot down to see it and, 
although it was looking a little tired, he agreed to 
swap the XK and V12. On arriving home in the 
new acquisition, his wife was not impressed. 

Ever the perfectionist, Foster began a sympa-
thetic restoration, preserving the original 
interior and rebuilding the unique iron block, 
which was cast for Ropner using the special 
aluminium-engine patterns. As with all his 
Jaguars, Foster drove the Semi-Lightweight 
extensively on epic Scottish roads, clocking up 
thousands of memorable miles. At RAF Kinloss 

on the Moray Firth, he was 
able to confirm the car’s 
performance – but at 155mph 
in fifth, he ran out of runway. 

Foster kept the E-type for 
more than 30 years before 
selling it to Jonathan Turner 
in 2012. It returned to the 
track for the VSCC Pomeroy 
Trophy that year and enjoyed 
several test days at Good-
wood, but was thought too 
original to race. At the 2013 
London Concours it kept 
illustrious company, follow-
ing the ex-Roberto Rossellini
Ferrari 375MM and the Le
Mans-winning Porsche 917
down The Mall.

After that, this great car
was sold to John Currie and
it recently joined Lord

Bamford’s impressive collection, where it
continues to be cared for by specialist Brazell,
who has looked after the car for several owners.

“I remember seeing the E-type as a boy when
it was owned by John Foster and I loved it,”
enthuses Brazell, who prepares many legendary
Jaguars including the historic Ecurie Ecosse
D-type, XKD 603. “For me it’s the best road-
going E-type, particularly because Bill Heynes
had a hand in developing it. It doesn’t quite have
the power of a full competition car, but it’s much
more usable. I love its understated, slightly
shabby-chic appearance that no-one takes seri-
ously at first. I’ve even been asked to bring it to
the local fête. This lovely patinated old car must
never become a concours trailer queen, but it’s a
challenge to talk owners out of repainting it.”

After talking to the Ropner family and enjoy-
ing a memorable blast, I couldn’t agree more.
Just imagine gunning this wonderful E-type up
to the Borders and experiencing its massive
performance over deserted Highland roads.
Little wonder that Foster kept it for three
decades. No doubt this great one-off Jaguar
inspired his wonderful Ecurie Ecosse Tour,
which many enthusiasts still rate as the best driv-
ing event they’ve ever experienced.

 
Thanks to Bruce Ropner, Lord Bamford 
and David Brazell
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“I love its understated, 
slightly shabby-chic 
appearance that no-one 
takes seriously at first. 
I’ve even been asked to 
bring it to the local fête”

After arriving in his XK, 

Ropner and wife Willow 

leave their wedding in his 

father’s D-type in 1960



SOME THINGS 
WERE BUILT 
TO LAST
Could a W123 powered by a smooth, 
punchy twin-cam ‘six’ be the ultimate  
in classic Mercedes-Benz motoring? 
WORDS MARTIN BUCKLEY  PHOTOGRAPHY TONY BAKER
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C
ompetence, even excellence,
can sometimes scan as
‘boring’ in the world of old
cars, and that just about
sums up the plight of the
Mercedes-Benz 123-series.
Functional, rational, beauti-

fully made and always expensive, the 123s are in
many respects the essence of what a Mercedes is,
or was; but they were never intended to be ‘excit-
ing’. The very word suggests a lack of control, a
rash and impulsive streak that would not have sat
comfortably with the image of absolute respect-
ability Stuttgart still nurtured in the ’70s and
’80s. These cars were about doing business in the
real world. In the sometimes flaky genre of old
cars I have occasionally allowed myself to think
that the W123 might just be a bit too sensible,
reliable and practical to qualify as a ‘true’ classic.

Diesel versions worked for a living in the taxi
trade across world; their popularity said every-
thing that needed to be said about the W123’s
legendary durability. Equally wholesome and
virtuous were the various four-cylinder petrol-
engined variants, the injected 230E giving
perhaps the optimum compromise between
performance and economy for most people.

to worry about the price of fuel. Even account-
ing for the weakness of Sterling at the time, £8k 
was an extraordinarily stiff price for a 2.8-litre 
saloon that didn’t even have a rev counter or a 
radio as standard. You could buy a Jaguar XJ12 
for the same money. In fact, the 280E was 
neither the fastest nor the most refined of its 
multi-cylinder rivals, a list that included the 
Peugeot 604, BMW 528 and Leyland’s ‘saviour’ 
car, the 122mph Rover 3500, which at £4750 was 
hard to ignore. Tellingly, of these mid-’70s car 
makers, only Mercedes was confident enough to 
fit an odometer that ran to 999,999 miles.

The 280-engined 123s were designed for 
100mph (or more) cruising on unrestricted 
motorways. To make the point, factory 
brochures showed a world of healthy, square-
jawed ’70s Germans in beige flares making 
‘responsible’ use of this power through Teutonic 
pine forests and along deserted, sun-drenched 
autobahns, enjoying the velour trim and the quad 
head restraints in a Mercedes that still had an air 
of quality and superiority, but was somehow less 
menacing than the cars that had come before it. 

Like everything else about the W123, the 
M110 straight-six was the product of careful, 
methodical development rather than revolution: 

For those customers who wished to go faster 
in their W123s, however, there was always the 
option of the fuel-injected M110 engine. This 
was as exciting as the W123 allowed itself to get: 
a classic twin-cam straight-six created in the late 
’60s to give the W114 ‘new generation’ saloons 
and coupés (from ’71 onwards) the performance 
they needed in the face of increasingly strong 
opposition from the new six-cylinder BMWs.

Hefty West German tax on engines of over  
2.8 litres kept Stuttgart’s designers focused on 
extracting as much urge as possible from a rela-
tively small unit, while keeping half an eye on 
future emissions regulations for the North 
American market. Fuel economy – never much 
better than 20mpg – wasn’t a huge consideration 
in an £8000 car built for people who did not have 

Clockwise from main: 

Peter Sutton’s beautifully 

restored 1984 280E; dohc 

straight-six; early cars  

had 175bhp, later 182;  

leather trim and electric 

windows in this example

‘This was a Mercedes that 
still had an air of quality 
and superiority, but was 
less menacing than the 
cars that came before it’
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its extensively webbed cast-iron block, with 12
counterbalance weights on a beefy seven-bear-
ing crankshaft, was directly related to the M130
single-cam engine used in the W108 S-Class and
Pagoda since 1967, and had a history that could
be traced back to the early ’50s. Where most
Mercedes engines tended to look industrial and
unromantic, the M110 presented handsomely
under the 123’s two-position bonnet, with proud
dual cam covers on the aluminium cylinder head.
It also proved enormously versatile, ending its
days in the G-Wagen in 1989, having provided
service in the SL and SLC sports cars, and two
generations of the S-Class saloon. 

While Continental buyers could choose from
various lower-compression carburetted M110
variants, for the power- and status-hungry Brit-
ish market these top-of-the-range W123s only
came with injection, initially Bosch D-Jetronic
– with its vacuum sensor and 25-transistor ECU
– and later K-Jetronic, a continuous high-pres-
sure system with fuel running at 5bar and
delivery controlled by an air-flow meter. Initially
rated at 175bhp, power went up to 182bhp
in 1978 thanks to a higher compression ratio;
there was no advertised difference in output
between the D- and K-Jetronic cars. 

for high-speed overtaking rather than low-speed 
rubber-burning. It pulls away in second for 
smoothness (unless you hold it in ‘low’) and this, 
combined with the big steering wheel, tends to 
give the car a slightly ponderous flavour, particu-
larly if you’ve just come from a modern. 

As with the hard seats (for good posture) and 
the huge steering wheel, it was very much a case 
of ‘Stuttgart knows best’ rather than pandering 
to fashions or buyers’ whims. Push harder, and 
the lusty sound and smooth feel of the M110 
when revved ambitiously goes some way to back-
ing up Cosovich’s assertion that the 280E was  
“a true sports saloon”. 

Today, the estates (TEs) are the most sought-
after variants, with the coupés (CEs) coming a 
close second. In terms of driving they are, natu-
rally, much the same as the saloon, except that 
the coupé (with its 2in-lower roofline) feels 
cosier, and the estate, with its complicated self-
levelling rear suspension, has the smoothest ride. 
All versions are impervious to rough or careless 
driving, but these are not cars to tease out your 
aggressive instincts. In some ways the coupé had 
the hardest job of all, because it was so obviously 
less car for more money, and arguably not  
as attractive as the model it replaced. It was 

All versions – saloon, coupé and estate – are 
rarer than you might imagine in 280 form: of 2.6 
million W123s built from 1975 to 1986, fewer 
than 180,000 had the injected twin-cam engine. 
That figure is weighted massively in favour of 
the saloons (126,004 cars) but today they are 
probably the least often seen, if only because the 
coupés and estates have tended to be cherished. 

Finished in a rare shade of Forest Green, 
Peter Sutton’s 280E has a full leather interior 
and electric windows. It’s from 1984, by which 
time the playing field had levelled out slightly in 
Mercedes’ favour: at £14,000 the basic 280E was 
now competitively pitched against the Jaguar XJ 
3.4, BMW 528i and Peugeot 604 at £12-13,000. 

Mark Cosovich’s W123 World did a full bare-
shell restoration on this saloon, and with its 
balanced and blueprinted South African-specifi-
cation engine it drives ‘as new’ with an authority 
and assurance that feels contemporary. Although 
you do come across the very occasional four- or 
five-speed manual, the automatic transmission 
was standard on British 280s, and all the cars 
pictured have it. The later four-speed automatic 
in the saloon is more responsive, with its part-
throttle kickdown, but the M110 engines were 
designed to produce real power from 3000rpm 
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promoted as the car for the empty-nest, affluent
couple who no longer needed four seats, while
the estate was for the ‘lifestyle’ family (before the
term became so nauseating) who were still
procreating: with its optional third row of rear-
facing seats and chrome roof bars, this was the
best and sexiest estate car in the world.

These wagons were a new product for
Mercedes, which had studiously ignored the
growing estate-car market for decades. They
quickly became the most sought-after station
wagons for sale when production began at the
Bremen factory in 1978. They were so successful
in Germany that, for a while, it looked as if they
might not even be built in right-hand drive.
When they did arrive in the UK in 1979, not
even a £13k price-tag could dissuade buyers. Its
stylish profile, and superb utility and practicality,
changed expectations of what an estate could be.
They became fashion items and something akin
to family heirlooms, such was buyers’ affection
for a wagon that seemed impossible to replace.

This white 1982 280TE was previously
owned by Barry Gibb of the Bee Gees (quite a
few TEs had celebrity first owners). These big-
engined 123 wagons were cheap and abundant
when I was still buying them 10 years ago: today
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The M123 engine, the only all-new power unit
in the W123 line-up in 1976, is proof that even
Mercedes can get it wrong occasionally. There
had, of course, been single-cam six-cylinder
versions of the previous W114 ‘new generation’
models (the 230/6 and 250). The new M123 was
a development of the M180 ‘six’ from the 250
(confusingly, 2778cc) for customers in some
markets that didn’t have the infrastructure
to repair and service fuel injection, but still
wanted straight-six refinement.

Four main bearings were deemed adequate (but
with nine bobweights on the crank to help smooth
things out), while the internal drives for the oil and
fuel pumps and distributor linked it to the M180.
The main differences related to the equally spaced
cylinders in the block (as opposed to paired)
and the fact that the M123 used a complex
dual-downdraught Solex carburettor, which had
a vacuum cell that kicked in beyond 3/4 throttle
according to load and engine speed. The idea was
economy from leaner running but, without proper
attention, burnt valves were not unheard of if the
Solex was allowed to go out of tune.

Giving 127bhp (later 138bhp), it was a pleasingly
smooth engine when set up properly that would
take saloon and estate W123s to over 100mph,
but was never more economical than the twin-cam.
The M123 engine (which became fairly irrelevant
in the mainstream range once the 230E four-pot
arrived in 1980) ended its days powering the long-
wheelbase airport taxis and ambulance chassis.

It was only a failure by Mercedes’ standards:
in saloon form, some 114,796 250s were built,
plus another 7704 estates.

FORGOTTEN ‘SIX’: THE M123 250

Clockwise from above: 

1981 280CE of Andrea 

and Steven Prevett; many 

coupé-specific parts make 

the CEs pricey to restore;  

comfortable, understated 

interior lacks opulence

M123 single-cam ‘six’ had finger rockers and a Solex carb





they’re few and far between and most, says
Cosovich, need a full restoration. This was never
cheap and is made more difficult these days
because certain parts are becoming either hard
or impossible to source from Mercedes-Benz,
or else prohibitively expensive. 

Much the same can be said of the coupés,
which are blighted by even greater parts prob-
lems because so many items are specific to this
two-door body: even the fuel-filler door is differ-
ent to the saloon’s. A really excellent 280CE such
as Andrea and Steven Prevett’s 1981 car (never
used in the rain by its previous two owners)
would command over £20k now; it’d be more
than twice that to restore a project car. 

The good survival of the 123s compared to
their flimsy ’70s and ’80s rivals proves the case
for Mercedes’ build quality. In the context of the
mid-1970s, it would be hard to find a range of
passenger cars with better power steering,
stronger brakes (ABS was available towards the
end) or a significantly better ride. Four decades
on they still feel fast cars, if not thrillingly so, and
are comfortable but don’t set out to pamper you.

To own a W123 is to make an investment in
safety, reliability and superb build quality, secure
in the knowledge that you’re driving a product of
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the largest research and development budget in
the world, from a firm that was at the top of its
game. I can only explain it as a certain feeling of
solidity that you either buy into or you don’t.

For model guru Cosovich, these qualities
make the W123 a kind of religious calling as
much as car. For me it is a case of total respect
rather than blind devotion. As a young dad, 20
years ago, the 280TEs first made a believer out
of me; my children were brought up in them.

Today, having gone through various Pagodas,
6.9s and other three-pointed-star exotica, I still
might choose a 280TE over any of them.

Thanks to W123 World and Mark Cosovich –
for more on these cars, see w123book.com;
Slade’s Garage (www.slades-garage.co.uk)

‘To own a W123 is to make 
an investment in safety, 
reliability and superb build 
quality, from a firm that 
was at the top of its game’

MERCEDES-BENZ 280E/CE/TE
Sold 1975-’85/1977-’85/1978-’86
No built 126,004/32,138/19,789
Construction steel unitary   
Engine iron-block, dohc 2746cc straight-six, 
Bosch K-Jetronic mechanical fuel injection
Max power 175bhp @ 6000rpm to 
182bhp @ 5800rpm 
Max torque 173Ib ft @ 4500rpm to
177lb ft @ 4500rpm
Transmission four- or five-speed manual, 
or four-speed automatic, RWD
Suspension: front double wishbones rear 
semi-trailing arms; coil springs, telescopic 
dampers, anti-roll bar f/r (hydropneumatic 
spring struts and level control for TE)
Steering power-assisted recirculating-ball
Brakes 11in (278mm) front, 11in (279mm) 
rear discs Length 15ft 21/2in-15ft 6in 
(4640-4725mm) Width 5ft 92/3 in (1786mm)
Height 4ft 7in-4ft 9in (1395-1470mm)
Wheelbase 8ft 102/3in- 9ft 2in (2710-2795mm) 
Weight 3219lb-3439lb (1460kg-1560kg)
0-62mph 9.9 secs (saloon, 10.8 secs auto)
Top speed 121-124mph Mpg 19-21
Price new £10,575/12,525/12,400 (1983) 
Price now from £10,000/20,000/15,000

Clockwise from above: 

Mercedes was late to the 

estate-car party, but the 

handsome 123 was a hit; 

the large, flat load bay; 

its hard-wearing interior 

is great for families



Along came
A SPIDER
An encounter with another Fiat 124 
Abarth led Giles Broomhall to restore  
this alluring rarity all over again
WORDS ROSS ALKURESHI  PHOTOGRAPHY JONATHAN JACOB





T
here’s nothing like driving
another example of your
own classic car to whip up a
hornet’s nest – or in Giles
Broomhall’s case, a scorpi-
on’s: “I’d owned my Fiat 124
Abarth Stradale since 1984

and had it restored in the ’90s, but if I’m honest
I was never completely happy with it.”

The catalyst for a second restoration arrived
in 2010, with a visit to 124 specialist DTR Euro-
pean Sports Cars in Coulsdon, Surrey: “I’d sent 
my car down to have a few general bits and bobs 
done, and on a visit I had a quick spin around the 
block in a white Abarth they had restored.”

Cue a maelstrom of emotion, as the contrast 
opened his eyes to what his car could be: “The 
problem was that I’d just never driven another, 
I only had experience of mine. However, in 
comparison, DTR’s example was so lively and 
nicely balanced – I don’t think mine was set up 
properly. That put me on to restoring it.” 

His love of the model can be traced back to his 
older brother’s ownership of two 124 Spiders – a 
very early 1400 and an 1800 BS – in the early 
’80s. Broomhall himself started actively looking 
in 1984, and at the age of just 20 became the 
owner of this example. 

“I’d always fancied a Spider,” he explains. 
“And there weren’t that many in the UK.
I looked at a few, some with no floors in, and 
then this just popped up – I think it was in 
Exchange & Mart.” 
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It had been imported from Greece the previ-
ous year by its Greek owner, and later bought by 
a “bit of a dealer-type chap” based in Northwich, 
Cheshire. “It had no MoT, seized brakes, semi-
seized steering, cracked lights and damage to the 
rear offside. It was all red, had thick acrylic paint 
and looked a bit sorry for itself, but I knew I was 
going to buy it as soon as I saw it,” he recalls. 
“The vendor took me out for a drive, I think the 
exhaust had about half a silencer and so made all 
the right noises. I thought ‘yeah, this is it’ – just 
because it was red and made a lot of noise. So 
I paid £1900, and it was mine.”

Despite the monotone paint finish and lack of 
signature wheelarch spats, he knew the car was a 
CSA: “It was pretty much complete. It had the 
seats, hardtop, steering wheel, badges, inde-
pendent rear suspension and, most importantly, 
the chassis number stamp in the engine bay.”

With the help of a friend he freed the brakes 
and steering, fitted a new idler arm and gave the 
car a T-Cut: “You couldn’t really get parts in 
those days, save a few mechanical bits. Basically, 
we tarted it up and it looked okay. I very rarely 
drove it with the hardtop on because the differ-
ential was so noisy. On Saturday nights we’d go 
for a blast down to the Cotswolds – nobody knew 
what it was, and it had nowhere near the kudos 
or value that it has today.” 

Broomhall ran it on and off for a couple of 
years – the engine coming out two or three times 
for different things – before buying “an even 
rougher” Lancia Beta Monte-Carlo. The Abarth 
went into a lock-up in ’87 and that winter, with-
out antifreeze in the cooling system, the cylinder 
head cracked – so there it stayed.

“I restored the Lancia, putting a whizzy 
engine into it, but it wasn’t until 1990 when 
I started working in the motor trade that I began 
getting reasonable funds together. By that time 
the Fiat was at a point where it needed restoring, 
not just maintaining.”

He stripped it down himself and sent it for 
bead-blasting to bare metal. Upon its return, it 
was clear that the car must have been spun at 
some point. “The body was fairly sound, but 
with all the filler out you could see that two 
opposing corners had been pushed back by 
around two feet then pulled back out.”

That first commissioned restoration was 
protracted, taking around five years as and when 
funds and parts availability allowed. In that time, 

Broomhall pictured soon 

after buying his Fiat 124, 

aged 20 – back then he’d 

never have guessed that 

he’d still have it in 2018

“We’d go for a blast down 
to the Cotswolds – nobody 
knew what it was, it had 
nowhere near the kudos 
or value it has today”
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Clockwise from top: 

driving another example 

gave Broomhall a target 

for his car; subtle upgrades 

include leather bolsters 

and a 131 Abarth gearbox; 

Abarth-branded bonnet 

straps; 124 prices now 

justify a full restoration
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Broomhall moved house twice and changed 
partners: “After that I ran it sporadically. I took it 
to Monza in ’97 for the World Abarth Meeting, 
and did a few sprints at Bruntingthorpe – where 
the head gasket blew – and Thruxton.” 

Through all that, certain details continued to 
niggle: “The ‘mouth’ at the front of the car never 
looked quite right, the driver’s door didn’t fit 
very well and neither did the replacement wind-
screen surround, which I suspected was twisted. 
When it went to DTR two decades later, my 
budget was around £5k for a little bit of work, 
but one thing led to another.” 

Having been given the go-ahead for the Abar-
th’s second restoration, DTR proprietor Paul de 
Turris and his team got cracking. “The main 
visual problems were panel fit and front-end 
alignment,” explains de Turris. “There was a lot 
of seam-sealer covering joints where there 
shouldn’t have been. The aluminium door skins 
had been replaced but the fit wasn’t great, so they 
had to be re-folded and the handle apertures 
fitted and shaped to the handles.”

The car’s front wings – which are in three 
sections – were similarly poor, and didn’t marry 
with the bonnet or lower valance: “The problem 
with a 124 is that they’re all a little bit different, 
so there’s a set order to building up all of the 
external front panels.”

This is where the company’s model experi-
ence and expertise came to the fore. “We refitted 
the front wings and shaped them to the glassfibre 
bonnet,” he says. “It’s not an easy job to get right. 

The process for shaping the floors and bootlid 
was similarly involved. A full-body restoration 
on a CSA typically takes around 3-400 hours, 
depending on original condition, but in this case 
– despite the fact it wasn’t rusty – it took around 
550. It was just wrong in a lot of areas.”

Next, the bodyshell was primed three times 
with blocking by hand between coats, then left to 
harden and settle for a week before the next one. 
The entire car was then painted to show stand-
ard in two coats of Rosso Vivo two-pack. “90% 
of all bodywork, as always, is in the preparation,” 
says de Turris. “The paint finish is only as good 
as the finish of the substrate beneath. Following 
baking, we left the paint to cure for another 
week, before polishing.”

Broomhall settled on having the engine 
rebuilt to a relatively standard level of tune, with 
the lower end lightened slightly and fully 
balanced for optimum throttle response. De 
Turris says that a common mistake is to over-
lighten the flywheel, which leads to poor idling 
and difficulty setting up – especially with twin 
44mm Weber carburettors. An uprated clutch 
was another addition.

The head was rebuilt with new seats, guides 
and valves, and ported to match the inlet mani-
fold. Both the front and that unique-to-the-CSA 
independent rear suspension were restored and 
all mechanical units rebuilt where possible, 
rather than replaced – with the exception of  
the wheel bearings, where modern units offered 
an improvement in quality.

“The availability of parts today compared to 
the first time around is like night and day,” says 
Broomhall. “From that initial budget, it grew to 
the point where we basically ended up doing 
everything. When it was finished I was very 
pleased with it; not just how it looked, but in 
terms of the driving experience. It is no longer 
slow, lumpy and with the wrong geometry – now 
it fizzes. There’s just something so satisfying 
about having a car put back together, and seeing 
the progress as the restored bits go back on it,  
and then driving it.”

The restoration took 12 months to complete 
and since then it’s gone back on an annual basis 
for servicing, plus a few choice upgrades includ-
ing a 131 Abarth gearbox – as fitted to the 2000 
Mirafiori. “With the CSA’s extra power, the 
standard unit can get ‘sticky’ when hot, but the 
131 unit is much more heavily built and better 
quality,” explains de Turris.

The problem is that the transmission tunnel 
has to be cut slightly to accommodate it, and the 
propshaft shortened. “I wanted an improved 
gearbox feel and it’s made a massive difference,” 
adds Broomhall. “However, I have all the origi-
nal parts so it can be put back to stock 
specification easily. At the same time I had the 
cabin retrimmed, with door cards and bucket 
seat sides in leather, replacing the original vinyl.”

Other deviations from factory spec include 
the two K&N air filters, instead of the original 
twin-spout black plastic item, quilted bonnet 
lining and Abarth cam covers with a red crackle 

Clockwise from top: the 

painted bodyshell; twin 

K&Ns are an attractive 

underbonnet addition; no 

rust on the bodyshell, but 

significant metalwork 

corrections were required
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finish that Broomhall sourced at the Auto e
Moto d’Epoca show in Padova: “The under-
bonnet heat generated causes the paint on the
glassfibre bonnet to crack, so the lining is to
guard against that. Paul was a bit unsure about
fitting the cam covers, but I wanted them
because they lift the engine bay.”

Time to hold my hands up here. Journalistic
impartiality is out the window because I also
owned a Fiat 124 Abarth Stradale, in my case for
12 years, and prior to that the car in question was
owned by de Turris. Bought with 44,000km on 
the clock, it was sold with 100k+ four years ago 
and I have regretted it ever since.

My mood isn’t helped by photographer Jacob 
continually stating that the Abarth is “such a 
pretty car” and that “it just doesn’t have a bad 
angle”. Put that down to Tom Tjaarda’s elegant 
lines, turned bad boy by the correctly reinstated 
two-tone paint finish and Abarth addenda. It’s 
one malevolently handsome little brute. 

The leather additions to the interior could be 
deemed overkill for what is essentially a road-
going rally homologation special, but work well 
here in this concours example. The bucket seats 
embrace you tightly in a legs-and-arms-fully-
extended position.

Spinning up through the rev range, the 
1756cc twin-cam is a majestic, free-revving 
unit – intake exhortations battling continuously 
with a wildly honed exhaust note from the 
twin tailpipes. “It’s an original Abarth exhaust 
system, which I sourced from a guy in Holland 

who has a stash of genuine Abarth parts,” shouts 
Broomhall over the rising cacophony. 

That choice of word is apt, because with the 
hardtop in place – and just an overlying piece of 
polystyrene provided by the factory for sound-
deadening – it’s akin to sitting in a tumble dryer 
with a bag of nuts and bolts inside. “I haven’t 
driven it with the roof off for 20 years,” says 
Broomhall. “But I used to, because with that 
twisted windscreen surround getting it back 
on was nigh-on impossible.” 

From experience, I know that whipping it off 
completely transforms the car, liberating the 
exhaust note and releasing that considerable axle 
noise. However, with Broomhall’s car it’s the 
gearbox upgrade that’s transformative; shorter 
throws, closer ratios and a more positive action 
allow quicker access to the power, which is 7bhp 
up – at 135bhp – on how it left the factory. 

Perhaps it’s a good thing that I no longer own
mine because, to a lesser degree, I’ve just experi-
enced the same thing as Broomhall did with his
test-drive of the white Abarth. “There are very
few that have been restored correctly,” says
de Turris. “Relatively low values until recent
times meant that the costs of restoration far
exceeded their value.”

That has now changed, and while Broomhall’s
restoration made fiscal sense, it wasn’t the prime
driver. Instead, it all came down to that experi-
ence of another example. So, now that his Abarth 
is back to its Sunday best, what comes next? 

“Paul is building another engine for me,” he 
says. “Somewhere along the line mine lost its 
genuine CSA ‘4000’ block, but he’s sourced one. 
It’ll have a little more power – the 131 ’box can 
handle it – and can be transplanted in. Then it’s 
a case of trying to start using it a bit more. I work 
a lot of weekends, which impacts on that, but I’ve 
made a start by completing this year’s Hagerty 
Drive It Day run. My history is that I pay too 
much for cars, spend a lot of money having them 
done up and then sell them for a loss – not very 
good considering what I do for a living.”

There’s no doubt that this exquisite little scor-
pion will be the car to buck Broomhall’s trend. 
Does he have any advice for others thinking of 
buying or restoring a classic car? “You must drive 
another example,” he says with the benefit of 
hindsight. “It may confirm that your example 
is a great car or, as in my case, it might just turn 
out to be an inspiration.”

Today, more than 30 

years after he bought it, 

Broomhall’s Abarth is 

everything he wanted it 

to be – but there may still 

be further changes afoot

‘It’s a majestic, free-
revving unit – intake 
exhortations battle with a 
wildly honed exhaust note 
from the twin tailpipes’





MARVELMillennial

World-changing innovation comes in 

many forms – prepare to be surprised 

by Honda’s characterful trailblazer

WORDS GREG MACLEMAN  PHOTOGRAPHY TONY BAKER



I
n the traditional game of bar-room  
Top Trumps it’s easy to decide which  
is the fastest; the lightest; the most  
valuable. What’s more challenging, 
however, is gauging those models that 
will have real influence – the ground-
breaking automotive developments 

that go on to effect the greatest change in the 
direction of car design, and the way we live  
with and use our vehicles.

By that measurement, a number of cars spring 
quickly to mind. Machines such as the Citroën 
Traction Avant – the first mass-produced front-
drive car – or leaders in safety such as the Saab 
GT750, the first car to be fitted with safety belts 
as standard. American enthusiasts may make a 
case for the Chevrolet Corvair Monza or Olds-
mobile Jetfire – two early pioneers of 
turbocharging – while race fans will perhaps 
think about the Lotus 25 and its revolutionary 
alloy monocoque, or the carbon monocoque 
McLaren F1 that followed 31 years later. But the 
impact of all of these models may pale when 
compared to that of a funny little car from Japan 
that arrived with little fanfare and sold in modest 
numbers before slipping into relative obscurity. 

The Honda Insight first edged into the public 
consciousness at the 1997 Tokyo Motor Show, 
when the J-VX hybrid concept car on which it 
was based first broke cover. An interesting 
combination of fuel efficiency and sporty styling, 
the concept boasted strong environmental 
credentials, lightweight construction and  
a cutting-edge powertrain that combined a 
conventional three-cylinder, 1-litre engine with 
electric assistance – dubbed ‘Integrated Motor 
Assist’ – capable of achieving a staggering
80mpg-plus. And while most concept cars
remain just that – or at best contribute some of
their technology to road cars – Honda was deter-
mined to make the J-VX into a viable
proposition, both in an economic sense and as
a means of practical everyday transport. 

By the time the Insight had gone on sale in the
UK at the turn of the millennium, its styling had
evolved from that of the 1997 show car. The
front end was softened with more rounded head-
lamps replacing the triangular items of the
concept, while the panoramic glass roof gave
way to a conventional, cost-saving tin-top. The 
aggressive hips of the J-VX were smoothed out, 
leading into the most notable feature of the 
Insight – spatted rear wheels that helped 
contribute to an incredible drag coefficient of 
just 0.25 and a saving of around 5mpg in real-
world fuel economy. But the secret to the 
Insight’s efficiency stretched beyond the styling 
studio and the wind tunnel. 

Beneath the Citrus Yellow Metallic paint this 
car shares with the original concept is an 
extruded aluminium spaceframe chassis clad in 
aluminium panels, built at considerable cost 
alongside the NSX in Suzuka. This kept the 
overall weight to just 835kg – a whisker more 
than a contemporary Lotus Elise and 47% 
lighter than the then-current Civic. It also 
contributed a great deal of strength, with a 38% 
improvement in torsional rigidity over its more 
conventional unitary steel stablemate. Even the 
wheels were engineered for lightness, cast in 
aluminium and shod with skimpy 165-section 
high-pressure tyres to reduce rolling resistance. 
The brake calipers and rear drums were also 
aluminium, and the fuel tank was plastic.

All of that weight-saving and aerodynamic 
refinement is very clever, but the Insight’s real 
party trick is its clever petrol-electric power-
train. At its heart lies a three-cylinder, 12-valve, 
995cc engine – petrol rather than diesel, owing 
to the latter’s unpopularity in the US and Japan 
– with variably timed valves, a single overhead 
camshaft, and direct fuel injection with a high-
swirl combustion chamber designed for lean 
burning, which enables the engine to operate at 
an air-to-fuel ratio of 22:1 for extended periods. 
Alone it’s capable of producing 67bhp, but when 
allied to the Insight’s tiny 10kW brushless elec-
tric motor, which is just 60mm wide and 
mounted on the crankshaft, peak power touches 
76bhp. That isn’t very much, but where the 
motor contributes most is in bottom-end torque. 
On its own, the petrol engine musters 67lb ft of 
torque at 4800rpm, but when both units are 
working together they put out 83lb ft at just 
1500rpm. It’s enough to give the Insight the 
characteristics of a bigger-engined car and a 
0-60mph time of 12 secs. Top speed, meanwhile, 
is a very respectable 112mph thanks to clever 
aerodynamic tweaks such as its small frontal area 
and tapered body that wraps tightly around the 
narrow-track rear, with each back wheel sitting 
55mm further inboard than those at the front. 

Behind the two seats, and hidden beneath the 
Insight’s load bay, is a series of nickel-metal-
hydride batteries that are crucial to the 
operation. When called upon during hard accel-
eration they drive the electric motor – but more 
revolutionary is the motor’s ability to act as a 
generator during braking, enabling the batteries 
to be recharged; the sort of technology found 
more often in Le Mans racers and Formula One 

cars than small hatchbacks. Unlike its less-effi-
cient rival the Toyota Prius, which operated a 
planetary gear set that switched between internal 
combustion power and an electric motor, the 
Insight’s engine remains running the whole time 
– apart from when the then-innovative (and now 
ubiquitous) stop/start system kicks in, switching 
the engine off when the car comes to a halt and 
restarting it when first gear is selected.

For those of us whose experience of hybrids is 
limited almost exclusively to the use of taxi apps, 
it’s difficult to know what to expect from a 
pioneering machine such as the Insight. There’s 
a vague feeling that, in some way, it ought to 
present as something of a prototype, still unfin-
ished and not ready for use in the real world.

So I’m surprised while walking up to the 
streamlined, fish-like Insight to discover a famil-
iarity – and practicality – I wasn’t expecting, with 
everything broadly where you would expect it to 
be and finished to a high standard, from the ’90s 
sci-fi-flick seats echoing the futuristic J-VX 
to the presence of optional air-conditioning. 
Perhaps the biggest shock is the lack of any rear 
seats, owing to the tapered teardrop body and 
the limited rear load space, beneath which lies 
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 Clockwise from main: the  

evolution of the 1997 

show car turns heads even 

today; in 2018, the 

dashboard design still 

appears futuristic; just 70 

were sold in the UK; the 

Insight feels perhaps 

surprisingly conventional 

once behind the wheel

‘It features the sort of 
technology found more 
often in Le Mans racers 
and Formula One cars  
than small hatchbacks’



September 2018   Classic & Sports Car   155



around 35kg of battery packs. Bar these limita-
tions, however, it appears – at least on the surface
– to be much like any other small hatchback.

If the seats make you feel as if you might be on
a movie set, the all-digital dashboard completes
the illusion with high-tech LED illumination for
everything from the water temperature gauge to
the rev counter, which bursts into life along with
the thrumming three-pot. There are more
unusual dials, too, with readouts for both battery
charge and charge/assist, but it’s the latter that
provides the most intrigue on the road, swinging
one way or the other depending on whether the
motor is charging the batteries or draining them.
It becomes a bit of a game, with the car reward-
ing sparing use of the throttle, and giving a
gentle ticking-off for those with a heavy foot.

The Insight is very easy to drive frugally, and
while the CVT versions pick the most suitable of
a near-infinite number of ratios, in the manual
car the decision is left to the driver, albeit with a
prompt by the onboard computer to change up
at the correct time. Follow the car’s instructions
and you’ll cruise along at barely more than ticko-
ver, so much so that the engine feels on the verge
of lugging, but, thanks to the assistance of the
electric motor, it never does. It’s a relaxed way of
driving, and before long you become accus-
tomed to the long gearing, avoiding hills and
sticking to the open road in a bid to improve the
fuel economy. Eventually – purely in the inter-
ests of a thorough review – it becomes too
tempting not to test the Insight’s acceleration,
and we risk the wrath of HAL 9000’s blinking
lights of disapproval and pin the throttle to the
floor. Unleashing the full potential of the engine
and motor’s combined 76bhp doesn’t set the
world alight, but it’s still remarkably quick off the
line thanks to its feather weight. Hold the gears
and you’ll be touching 70mph in second, with
the remaining long ratios more useful for
economical cruising than outright acceleration.

If there’s one area where the Insight is less
accomplished it’s the ride and handling, which
feel unresolved compared with the engineering

156   Classic & Sports Car   September 2018

prowess of the rest of the car. It’s almost as if the 
designers at Suzuka, having invested so much in 
the new Honda’s drivetrain technology, decided 
to cut back and settle for the MacPherson struts 
at the front, and a twist-beam axle with springs 
and separate dampers at the rear. 

It’s smooth enough on the highway, but feels 
under-damped around town, with the front end 
bobbing up and down like a buoy in rough seas 
when negotiating speed bumps and the weak 
rear springs unable to prevent bottoming out 
when riding two-up.

Cornering is also uninspiring, with a tendency 
towards understeer, while the combination of 
rock-hard skinny tyres, a narrow track and 
weighty batteries ahead of the rear axle doesn’t 
equate to much mechanical grip, particularly in 
the wet. But while it might not be the most 
dynamic hatchback of the past 20 years, that 
won’t bother devotees, who quickly become 
infected with mpg fever, perfecting their light-
footed driving technique and seeking ever 
greater fuel economy – many owners have 
managed to get their cars to average over 
100mpg, making it more frugal than most 
machines of the era, with the notable exception 
of its all-electric contemporaries. 

The first of those belonged to Honda itself, 
which brought out its EV Plus all-electric hatch-
back in 1997, leasing around 300 examples 
before eventually pulling the plug two years later 
in favour of the Insight. The most accomplished 
– and the biggest influence on the Insight, at 
least stylistically – was GM’s EV1, which began 
production in 1996 and could achieve 80-140 
miles per charge. More than 1000 were built but 
none were sold – as with Honda’s EV Plus, all 
were leased. After realising that the model would 
never be profitable, the firm recalled and 
crushed all but a handful, with the only intact 
example residing in the Smithsonian. In the 
European market, the Insight was challenged – 
albeit weakly – by Peugeot’s 106 Electric, which 
was hamstrung by woeful performance. The 
French hatch mustered the equivalent of just 
27bhp, took 8.3 secs to reach 30mph and fell 
4mph short of reaching 60mph, all while taking 
six hours to charge with a range of – at best – just 
45 miles. Brim the Insight in London and you’ll 
be in John O’Groats before you have to think 
about visiting a service station.

So far, Toyota’s Prius has won the battle of the 
petrol-electric hybrids. Despite an inferior 
41mpg, buyers – particularly in North America 
– were drawn to its more conventional styling, 
four doors and large boot. By the time Honda 
updated the Insight with similar features in 
2009, it could only better the first-generation 
Prius’ fuel economy by 1mpg. 

Despite the Insight’s incredible fuel-saving 
credentials and cutting-edge technology, it 
never really took off in the UK, where Honda 
sold just 70. The relatively high cost at launch of 
£17,000, a fear of tumbling residuals and contro-
versial styling put many off, but perhaps the 
Insight’s greatest failing was its lack of rear seats 
– a feature buyers associated more with weekend 
toys and sports cars than with a daily driver.

But for the devoted few, whether today or at 
the turn of the millennium, the inconveniences 
we so readily accept in the name of performance 
are a small price to pay for owning one of the 
most fuel efficient, characterful and intriguing 
cars of its generation.

HONDA INSIGHT
Sold/number built 1999-2006/17,000+
Construction extruded aluminium 
spaceframe, aluminium panels
Engine all-alloy, 12-valve, 995cc three-
cylinder VTEC, with 10kW DC current 
brushless electric motor
Max power 67bhp @ 5700rpm (petrol only)
Max torque 66lb ft @ 4800rpm (petrol only)
Transmission five-speed manual or CVT, FWD
Suspension independent, at front by 
MacPherson struts, anti-roll bar rear twist-
beam rear axle with trailing arms, coil springs, 
telescopic dampers
Steering power-assisted rack and pinion
Brakes 9in (231mm) discs front, 
7in (180mm) drums rear
Length 12ft 11in (3945mm)
Width 5ft 61/2in (1695mm)
Height 4ft 5in (1355mm)
Wheelbase 7ft 101/2in (2400mm)
Weight 1840lb (835kg)
0-60mph 12 secs
Top speed 112.5mph Mpg 81.3
Price new £17,000
Price now £5000-10,000
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track narrower than up 

front, with distinctive 

spatted wheels; having just 

two seats and little boot 

space hurt sales; Insight 

name is on a very different 

model today; surprising 

torque from the three-pot 

engine and 10kW motor
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O
ctober 1948. The petrol 
ration for private motorists 
has only recently been 
restored – albeit at a third of 
its previous amount – and 
government regulations 
make supplies of steel 

dependent on export sales. This means that 
home-market waiting lists are thought of in 
terms of years rather than months.

But on display at the first post-war motor 
show in the UK is the Nuffield Organisation’s 
new five-car line-up. The automotive future 
now looks slightly brighter. In tribute, we have 
gathered a representation of that quintet in a 
highly appropriate Oxfordshire location: Blen-
heim Palace. Each of these five hails from a 
nation of smog, coal fires, trams and steam loco-
motives, where the urban landscape was still to 
be dominated by tower blocks – and where a new 
model from the Nuffield empire represented  
a new dawn for British motoring.

70
YEARS

OF THE
NEW

NUFFIELD

ERA

After the horror of war, 
these affordable saloons 
promised British buyers  
a brighter future
WORDS ANDREW ROBERTS  PHOTOGRAPHY TONY BAKER



I
f the Oxford now resembles a Morris
Minor writ large, this is the complete
opposite of the intentions of Nuffield.
The latter was meant to be ‘The small
car interpretation of a “Big Car” speci-
fication’, while the MO was the model
that many within the company believed

would be the most successful of the new post-
war line-up. It was heavily promoted in 
corporate brochures – ‘the car that satisfies every 
demand for appearance, performance, reliability 
and comfort’ – and to any showgoer used to the 
pre-war Ten, Twelve and Fourteen, the Oxford 
certainly looked ultra-modern. The torsion-bar 
front suspension and unibody construction were 
further talking points. Indeed, the MO looked 
like the ideal transport for the buyer with
a cautiously contemporary outlook.

Of course, our Oxford owner may have shied
away from the prospect of driving a Citroën
Traction Avant – “how can the motor drive the
front wheels safely, old chap?” – but at least a
family car fitted with one of those American-
style column gearchanges proved how a fellow
could move with the times. As with the MM,
creator Alec Issigonis intended the MO to be
powered by a flat-four engine, but company
politics dictated that the mid-range Morris
would feature the new sidevalve unit. It was a
reliable and reassuring powerplant, if not the last
word in performance, and this factor may well
have marred the Oxford’s export potential.
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Morris Oxford MO

MO production ceased in 1954 and this 
Empire Green car is from the previous year. 
Owner Tim Rouse finds it incredibly comforta-
ble. “I’ve even taken the Morris 500 miles across 
France without any problems,” he says. But what 
about its performance? “I’ve fitted a twin-carb 
Derrington set-up, which was a common period 
modification. With the single carb the MO is 
almost unbelievably sluggish, but this change 
makes it much more enjoyable to drive.”

Above all, the Morris Oxford is the auto-
motive embodiment of early 1950s suburbia 
– smart, understated, but with a distinct charm 
that is entirely its own.

Clockwise from above: 

Empire Green Oxford is 

well used; colour-matched 

interior; sidevalve means 

sedate pace; MO was an 

important model for Morris

‘The automotive embodiment of early 
1950s suburbia – smart, understated, 
but with a distinct charm of its own’
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Wolseley 4/50

Clockwise from top: fewer 

than 9000 4/50s were 

sold; the 1476cc engine 

has 51bhp; 4/50 features 

a telescopic steering 

column; ‘ghost light’ badge

W
olseley had been a 
part of the Nuffield 
group since 1935 – 
a l though i t  was 
acquired by William 
Morris in 1927 – and 
the 4/50 was a logical 

extension of the MO theme. In exchange for a 
higher price, the owner gained an overhead-
camshaft engine, a far more elaborate, 
leather-trimmed interior and the sense of well-
being that came with driving a car that bore the 
famous grille with its trademark ‘ghost light’.

The Wolseley was arguably more stylish than 
the Singer SM1500 – a fine car that resembled a 
Town Hall on wheels – and more contemporary 
than the Sunbeam-Talbot 80, both of which also 
made their debut at Earls Court. The 4/50 could 
not claim to be as technically advanced as the 
Jowett Javelin, but that was fine because prospec-
tive owners were more concerned about 
respectability than engineering innovation.

The factory PR bumf stated that here was a 
dashing car for an equally dashing owner, one 
that was ‘gracefully modern, unmistakably 
Wolseley’. The 4/50 had considerable show-
room appeal, with a specification that included 
such niceties as a telescopic steering column and 
full hide trim, but only 8925 units were sold 
before it was replaced by the 4/44 in 1952.

Today, it is probably the rarest of our gathered 
quintet and, according to Patrick Carroll, the 

owner of our test car and the president of  
The 6/80 & MO Oxford & Cowley Club, its 
problem was one of pricing: “The structure 
meant that it was not an attractive proposition 
compared with its rivals. Nuffield seemed to be 
trading on the Wolseley image rather too much 
with the four-cylinder model. 

“To me, it does seem to have more spark than 
the MO, but the 6/80 had much more perfor-
mance and offered better value for money.”

Perhaps that proximity to its bigger brother 
was the main reason for its comparative dearth of 
sales, because from almost every angle the 4/50 
even looks the same as the 6/80…

‘Prospective owners were more 
concerned about respectability  

than engineering innovation’
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T
he Morris Six MS was a last-
minute show surprise at the
behest of Lord Nuffield
himself, although it would
not actually enter produc-
tion until early 1949. In
overseas markets it would

compete against British rivals, as well as tempt-
ing drivers away from the entry-level American 
Chevrolets and Plymouths. 

Back at home, it was built to provide manage-
rial-class transport for the driver who might 
have owned a Big Six before the war.

‘Fast, powerful luxury motoring at moderate 
cost’, ‘smooth as silk’ and ‘an aristocrat in the 
big-car class’ were just a few of the sales phrases 
employed to appeal to all chartered accountants
or up-and-coming foundry owners.

Aft of the scuttle, the Morris Six MS shared
the coachwork of the MO, while the longer
bonnet helped to produce a saloon with more
elegant coachwork than the Standard Vanguard
Phase I or the Austin A70 Hampshire. Further-
more, neither of those rivals could boast a new
overhead-camshaft straight-six powerplant.
The 2215cc unit produced a healthy 70bhp at
4800rpm, plus 98lb ft of torque at 1800rpm. 

“The engine is probably the best thing about
the Morris,” says Peter Wheeler, the owner of
‘our’ 1953 MS. “It was quite revolutionary for
its era. One problem was the valves, however –
they kept on burning out.” 

Morris Six MS

Sales of the Morris Six MS remained slow, 
with the Cowley factory producing a mere 
12,400 cars between 1948 and 1953, compared 
with 25,281 Wolseley 6/80s. In addition, the first 
examples of the Six suffered from problems with 
the chassis and suspension, which came to light 
during testing abroad, but the main challenge 
was probably the same as that faced by the 4/50 
– the big Wolseley appeared to offer considera-
bly better value for money.

Despite this, the MS appealed to that select 
group of motorists who had an appreciation for 
a low-key but dapper Q-car. Or a Morris for 
those on their way to a room at the top.

Clockwise from above: 

Peter Wheeler owns this 

’53 car; managerial luxury 

within; new ‘six’ under that 

longer bonnet; Six lacked 

cachet of Wolseley twin

‘It appealed to that select group of 
motorists who had an appreciation  
for a low-key but dapper Q-car’
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Wolseley 6/80

Clockwise from top: the 

Wolseley flagship shared 

its bodyshell with the MS; 

72bhp ohc ‘six’; discreetly 

elegant cabin; some 25,281 

were built from 1948-’54, 

E
ven though modern cars have 
bloated to the stage where a 
new Ford Focus is now longer 
than a 6/80, the Wolseley is an 
undeniably imposing vehicle. 
That vast grille, the elaborate 
fascia and the commanding 

stance conspire to produce a sense of authority 
that was immediately apparent to any GP, barris-
ter or chief constable at the Motor Show.

Its debut was well-timed because the post-war 
generation of new Rovers would not make their 
debut until the following year, while the Humber 
Hawk was derived from the 1938 Hillman 14 – 
and had a four-cylinder engine. Of course, there 
was also the Ford V8-Pilot, but that was a car 
with a slightly different image – less class-bound, 
vaguely transatlantic and the object of desire of 
all Sydney Tafler-style wide boys.

That the 6/80 shared a bodyshell with the Six 
MS was to be expected, but Nuffield was keen to 
foster a wholly individual persona for such a 
prestigious car. The PR material contained 
image after image of the sybaritic lifestyle that 
would one day be yours if you put your name on 
the waiting list for Wolseley’s latest flagship.  
The 6/80 would provide a passport to pre-war 
‘gracious living’ in a very post-war package that 
was luxurious, with a discreetly tasteful interior.

‘Our’ 1953 test car belongs to 6/80 aficionado 
Brian Holdsworth. “It originally belonged to 
David McHardy, who sadly passed away last 

year,” he says. “For me, the nicest aspect is its 
styling, from the Minor-style back end to that 
majestic nose. Unlike the Morris, it has twin SU 
carbs, but these make less difference to the over-
all performance than you might imagine.”

This green car is in marked contrast to the 
dominant image of the Wolseley as a black 
saloon representing law enforcement. It’s futile 
to divorce the model from that image because, 
although they were replaced by the 6/90 in 1954, 
the Met still used 6/80s into the ’60s. This role 
was reinforced by countless TV dramas – watch 
them now and, even seven decades on, these cars 
still convey an instant air of command.

‘The 6/80 would provide a passport  
to pre-war “gracious living” in a very 
luxurious post-war package’
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G
raham Holt’s teal-coloured
1950 MM raises an interest-
ing question: when did the
Morris Minor – the car that
has indoctrinated legions of
young enthusiasts into the
joys of classic ownership –

start to become regarded as quaint? Some will
argue that the first turning point was reached in
1960, when the Minor became the first British
car to post sales figures of over a million. And by
the time of the introduction of the Morris 1100
in 1962, it had become a true patriarch of the
British Motor Corporation.

Because the Minor has been such a staple
(although never a cliché) of the classic move-
ment for so many decades, it is always refreshing
to encounter its original incarnation. Its story is
well-known – how Issigonis intended it to
feature independent rear suspension and a flat-
four engine, and how it was so disdained by Lord
Nuffield that he refused to be pictured with it –
but this example allows you to vicariously
experience the excitement the Minor evoked
at that Earls Court Show back in 1948.

For starters, there was the specification that
included independent front suspension and
rack-and-pinion steering, and you can’t forget
those smooth lines. The new Morris not only
bore virtually no resemblance to the outgoing
Eight, but it was also much more svelte than its
rivals and made the Ford Anglia E494A look

Morris Minor MM

antediluvian by comparison. By 1954, the Minor
had outlived the four other members of that
original Earls Court display, and was by then
virtually street furniture on a par with A/B-
button telephone boxes.

On the road, Holt finds that his MM just
about keeps up with modern traffic: “Although
gradients are its enemy, and radial-ply tyres have
really transformed its handling.”

“I’ve known this car since 1961,” he contin-
ues, “and I can really appreciate why it made
such an impact at its launch.”

In export markets, the MM would have
competed with the likes of the new Citroën 2CV,

Clockwise from above: the

mighty Minor; sidevalve

‘four’; last-minute decision

to widen the body led to

spliced bumpers; basic,

bright cabin; proud crest

the Renault 4CV and the Panhard Dyna X. Back 
home, to aspire to own any form of car at all – let 
alone a new model – was a pipedream. But 70 
years ago, would-be motorists still put their 
names on the lengthy waiting list for the Minor, 
even if they expected to take delivery in 1952, the 
year the MM was succeeded by the Series II.

The importance of the Minor, aside from its 
technical and aesthetic significance, was in the 
aspirations it embodied. With the MM even 
more than its larger siblings, Morris had a model 
that allowed the average Briton to dream of one 
day sitting behind the wheel of their first new 
car. And that deserves to be celebrated.

‘By 1954, the Minor had outlived  
the four other members of that 
original Earls Court display’
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Specifications

MORRIS MINOR MM
Sold/number built 1948-’53/176,002
Engine sidevalve 918cc ‘four’ 
Max power 27bhp @ 4400 rpm
Max torque 42lb ft @ 2400 rpm
Transmission four-speed manual, RWD
Suspension: front wishbones, torsion bars 
rear live axle, semi-elliptic leaf springs
Steering rack and pinion
Brakes drums
Weight 1652lb (749kg)
0-60mph 36.5 secs Top speed 62mph
Price new £359
Price now £9500

WOLSELEY 4/50
Sold/number built 1948-’53/8925
Engine ohc 1476cc ‘four’
Max power 51bhp @ 4400rpm
Max torque 72lb ft @ 2900rpm
Transmission four-speed manual, RWD
Suspension: front wishbones, torsion bars 
rear live axle, semi-elliptic leaf springs
Steering cam-gear box
Brakes drums
Weight 2576lb (1168kg)
0-60mph 31.6 secs Top speed 74mph
Price new £704
Price now £5000

MORRIS OXFORD MO
Sold/number built 1948-’54/159,960
Engine sidevalve 1476cc ‘four’
Max power 41bhp @ 4200rpm
Max torque 65lb ft @ 1800rpm
Transmission four-speed manual, RWD
Suspension: front wishbones, torsion bars 
rear live axle, semi-elliptic leaf springs
Steering rack and pinion
Brakes drums 
Weight 2212lb (1003kg)
0-60mph 31 secs Top speed 71mph
Price new £505 Price now £5500

MORRIS SIX MS 
Sold/number built 1948-’53/12,400
Engine ohc 2215cc ‘six’
Max power 70bhp @ 4800rpm
Max torque 98lb ft @ 1800rpm
Transmission four-speed manual, RWD
Suspension: front wishbones, torsion bars 
rear live axle, semi-elliptic leaf springs
Steering cam-gear box
Brakes drums
Weight 2688lb (1219kg)
0-60mph 22.4 secs Top speed 83mph
Price new £608 Price now £6700

WOLSELEY 6/80
Sold/number built 1948-’54/25,281
Engine ohc 2215cc ‘six’
Max power 72bhp @ 4600rpm
Max torque 102lb ft @ 2200rpm
Transmission four-speed manual, RWD
Suspension: front wishbones, torsion bars 
rear live axle, semi-elliptic leaf springs
Steering cam-gear box
Brakes drums 
Weight 2688lb (1219kg)
0-60mph 27.8 secs Top speed 77mph
Price new £767 Price now £8000

LORD NUFFIELD’S 
LASTING LEGACY
When you look at newsreel footage of that 
1948 Motor Show (of which more on p168), 
you can sense the visitors’ excitement – and 
seven decades later our group is testament 
to the ambition and determination within the 
Nuffield group. Earls Court is long gone, as 
are the Morris and Wolseley marques, but the 
legacy of these five cars lives on after 70 years, 
especially in the big Wolseley that became a 
cinematic icon, and the Minor that redefined 
the nature of popular motoring.

Thanks to The 6/80 & MO Oxford & Cowley 
Club (www.680mo.org.uk); Morris Minor 
Owners’ Club (www.mmoc.org.uk); Blenheim 
Palace (www.blenheimpalace.com)



Incredibly, The Autocar’s 

show report didn’t even 

have an image of the new 

Jaguar ‘Super Sports’, 

which would later be 

known as the XK120



September 2018   Classic & Sports Car   169

O
n the chilly morning of 
Wednesday 27 October 
1948, an exceptionally large 
and enthusiastic crowd gath-
ered outside Earls Court  
in West London, eagerly 
waiting for the doors of the 

Art Deco-style exhibition centre to be opened  
for the first post-war British Motor Show.

The gradual return to vehicle manufacture 
after WW2 marked a new and optimistic renais-
sance for the United Kingdom after years of 
austerity, with a record number of significant 
new passenger cars introduced during 1948, 
many of them making their public debut at Earls 
Court. The 1948 exhibition proved to be an 
automotive spectacle the like of which Britan 
had never before witnessed. 

In the tough, fuel-rationed period of the 
‘export or die’ late ’40s, the success or otherwise 
of the latest new models was key to attracting 
vital foreign currency into the ailing local econ-
omy. Delivery dates of new British-built cars to 
eager buyers working in ‘non-essential’ roles 
were painfully distant, with the country’s 
economic salvation placed firmly in those lucra-
tive overseas orders. To meet these global 
customers, by 1948 the UK’s then-virile motor 
industry – at the time the second largest in the 
world after the United States – urgently needed 
stimulating new models.

The 1948 London exhibition duly delivered 
the perfect shop window to the world, with 
several crucial launches aimed at these export 
markets. More than 100,000 car-starved visitors 
had come through the turnstyles by lunchtime  
of the first day alone, and over the 11 public days 
of the event a record 562,954 attended – the 
most since the Earls Court Motor Show began 
in 1937, smashing the previous high of 315,000. 
It was strictly a case of ‘look but don’t touch’  

for the vast majority of those visitors, however, 
who could only dream about the idea of one  
day owning a brand-new car.  

Headline-grabbing launches included the 
very best the many British vehicle manufacturers 
could offer with their revived post-war hope, 
from the desirable new Jaguar MkV and ‘Super 
Sports’ to the everyman Morris Minor MM, 
which would ultimately become the first British 
car to exceed a million sales. For the sporting 
gentleman there was the Sunbeam-Talbot 80 
and 90, the quality Bristol 401, and the aspira-
tional Aston Martin 2-Litre Sports, while taking 
a bow elsewhere were the stodgy Vauxhall 
L-type Wyvern and Velox, the instantly forgot-
ten Singer SM1500, the refined Rover P3 
Seventy-Five and the rakish Lagonda 2.6-Litre. 
Among the more unusual offerings were the 
Alvis TB14 roadster and the daring Austin A90 
Atlantic, all contributing to a wealth of new 
models that was simply overwhelming for the 
show’s more than half a million visitors.

With the marque name banners hanging 
proudly from the high Earls Court ceiling over 
each stand, a handful of manufacturers really 
pushed the boat out to showcase their new offer-
ings. Hillman, for example, presented the ‘Ghost 
Minx’, a sectioned cutaway of its latest mid-sized 

family saloon, complete with moving engine 
parts. Standard presented a similar display, care-
fully taking a hacksaw to its advanced Vanguard; 
although it had already been launched, this was 
the first chance many British spectators had  
to see this ‘executive’ saloon in the metal, due to 
the majority being sent for export.

Conservative Daimler went one better than 
Rootes and Standard-Triumph, with its unchar-
acteristically audacious DE-36 ‘Green Goddess’. 
Also known as ‘The Chairman’s Car’, this was 
the first DE chassis destined for a special Hooper 
drophead coupé body, but these coachbuilt 
‘Docker Daimlers’ later became something of a 
Motor Show tradition in the early 1950s, with 
their increasingly flamboyant coachwork.

One important but notable absentee at the 
London exhibition was The Rover Company’s 
new Land-Rover; officially classified as a light 
commercial vehicle, it was not eligible to be 
shown at the Earls Court passenger-car show. 
And the Brits didn’t have it all their own way, 
either: there was a broad spread of highly taxed 
imports (which accounted for less than 2% of all 
UK new car sales in 1948), with Continental 
European and American manufacturers repre-
sented by everything from the unusual French 
Rovin rear-engined microcar to the massive 
Cadillac Series 62 (see p171). With its post-war 
switch from large luxury cars to smaller, more 
frugal and affordable models, the long-estab-
lished and respected French marque Panhard 
sent over its aerodynamic Dynavia – a pioneer-
ing European concept car – specifically for the 
show, though other recent Gallic debutants such 
as the now-legendary Citroën 2CV, the Ford 
Vedette and the Hotchkiss 460 remained on  
the other side of the Channel.

Although many observers at the time hailed 
the Stateside-inspired Austin A90 Atlantic as the 
‘star of the show’, the real heroes of the event 

THE GREATEST
SHOW ON EARTH

The Landie and Minor were far from the only launches 
of 1948; here we peek behind the doors of Earls Court

WORDS GARY AXON  PHOTOGRAPHY LAT/JAGUAR HERITAGE TRUST

Left, from top: Morris 

Minor MM was the star of 

the new Nuffield models; 

Stateside-influenced 

Austin A90 Atlantic 

wowed the crowds
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were William Lyons’ svelte Jaguar Super Sports 
– now rather better known as the XK120 – and 
the ubiquitous Morris Minor MM. 

First revealed in two-seater roadster form on 
stand 143, the XK120 was the world’s fastest 
sports car at the time, having been indepen-
dently tested at 132.6mph. It was intially to be 
offered with both four- and six-cylinder versions 
of the double-overhead-camshaft XK engine, 
but only the ‘six’ made production and went on 
to  power the C- and D-type racers to a remark-
able five victories at Le Mans, remaining in 
production until the XK-engined Daimler 
DS420 Limousine finally bowed out in 1992. 

Conceived and designed by the gifted Alec 
Issigonis over a decade before his iconic Mini, 
the Morris Minor was an affordable family 
motor car that British motorists quickly took to 
their hearts, becoming a huge commercial 
success and global symbol of Britishness, gently 
evolving as it lived on into the early 1970s and 
still a common sight on UK roads today.

There were several other British Earls Court 
debutants that were equally admired at the time, 
but are less frequently considered today. An 
impressive newcomer could be found over on 
stand 142, where the Bristol 401 was making its 
debut, supplementing the earlier 400 model. 
Built in Filton by the Bristol Aeroplane 
Company, it would be the new car of choice for 
any discerning – and wealthy – doctor, architect 
or engineer. The advanced, aerodynamic 401 

(its sub-0.36Cd drag coefficient is competitive 
even by today’s standards and was remarkable for 
the time) used an improved version of the pre-
war BMW 328’s 2-litre straight-six hemi-head 
engine, as found in the Bristol 400. The modern 
styling was inspired by the Milanese coach-
builder Carrozzeria Touring, with notable 
features for 1948 such as flush doorhandles and 
no external fuel-filler or boot releases. 

A sportier open 2+2 for the affluent late 1940s 
‘gad about’ would be the short-lived Aston 
Martin 2-Litre Sports, as revealed on stand 138. 
The first of David Brown’s performance models 
– and retrospectively known as the DB1 – the 
2-Litre Sports was based on the stillborn Aston 
Martin Atom four-door prototype, developed 
during the Second World War. Just 15 examples 
of this Claude Hill-developed 2-litre, 90bhp 
drophead were produced. 

For the motorist with similar sporting aspira-
tions but a smaller wallet – or a family to 
accommodate – the stylish new Sunbeam-Talbot 
80 (1.1-litre) and 90 (2-litre) were a welcome 
sight. Available as a four-door saloon or a two-
door drophead coupé, the Sunbeam-Talbot 
soon enjoyed rallying success, spawning the 
elegant Alpine two-seater sports derivative, as 
immortalised in the 1955 Alfred Hitchcock 
film To Catch a Thief, staring Grace Kelly and 
Cary Grant. A fitting finale, perhaps, to the 
galaxy of automotive stars introduced at this 
most celebrated of motor shows.

CITROËN 2CV
Launched to a fanfare at the 1948 Paris Salon 
and affectionally known as La Deuche in France, 
the simple 2CV (Deux Chevaux) is a symbol of 
rural French life. Created to satisfy a growing 
post-war demand for the impoverished to 
abandon horses in favour of motorised transport, 
the bouncy 2CV’s 
engineering brief 
was to carry four 
occupants, plus 
a basket of eggs, 
across a ploughed 
field without 
breaking any of 
the latter – and 
indeed the former! 

PORSCHE 356
From its beginnings in Austria, where the first 
356s were built, the sports car maker settled in 
Germany in 1950 to become the global force we 
know today. The genesis of the rear-engined, 
air-cooled Porsches lay in the humble Volkswagen 
Beetle, with the 356 getting a much-needed power 
boost in a smaller, lighter and more slippery 
package. Sports-car-obsessed American buyers 
quickly took Porsche to their hearts.

TATRA T600
The T600 (or Tatraplan) was the Czechoslovakian 
marque’s second streamlined four-pot production 
car, the T97 having being cancelled in 1939 due 
to the outbreak of war after c500 cars had been 
made. The rear-engined T600 was initially built in 
Kopr̆ivnice, with early models having a split rear 
screen and fin. 
Production moved 
in 1951 to Škoda 
in Mladá Boleslav, 
to allow Tatra 
more capacity 
to build trucks.

CADILLAC SERIES 62
Influential head of General Motors’ styling studio 
Harley Earl introduced the new 1948 Model Year 
Cadillac Series 62s, the first production cars to 
feature a pronounced tailfin. These subtle fins 
took some inspiration from the Lockheed P-38 
Lightning fighter and pre-empted the ’50s ‘space 
age’, when rockets captured the imagination in 
the USA. The style 
caught on, leading 
to competition 
between Earl and 
his flamboyant 
Chrysler rival 
Virgil Exner.

OVERSEAS 1948 
LAUNCHES

Clockwise, from main: 

cutaway ‘Ghost’ Minx was 

centrepiece of the Hillman 

display; wild Panhard 

Dynavia streamliner; the 

sleek new Bristol 401
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Cast your mind back to last summer 
and you’ll recall in these pages we 
were in a quandary about whether 
‘Chuck’ (our American TR4) 
should be prepared as a Pre-’65 or 
Pre-’63 FIA race car. Well, needless 
to say the decision didn’t get any 
easier, but in the end a number of 
factors forced our hand. The 
outcome meant we failed to take 
part in any other races last year and 
ended up partially going back to 
the  drawing board.

At Silverstone I’d asked one of 
the scrutineers to give the car the 
once-over from an eligibility 
perspective. He pointed to a 
number of things, not least the 
(unreliable) charging system. The 
TR came with an alternator when 
really it should have had a genera-
tor if it were to run to a correct 
1962 spec. Easy fix, you say? No. 
To accommodate the alternator, 

our man in the States had fitted, not
unwisely, smaller-depth alloy
pulleys to run a thinner, more read-
ily available belt. All had to come
off and factory replacements found.
It took TR Shop in Chiswick two
months to find the bits.

Meanwhile James Mitchell (the
co-owner) was sorting the car’s
road-registration with the DVLA.
Again, not as straightforward as 
one would have expected, and we 
were indebted to Jon Marshall 
from the TR Register, who went 
beyond the call of duty, twice, so we 
could secure our period registra-
tion. During this exercise we 
established that the car was a very 
early 1962 export and so the finger
of fate pointed firmly to a Pre-’63
build. To comply, we would have to
use SUs instead of our new Webers,
factory steel wheels and the smaller
1991cc engine. As all three came
with the car, it appeared to be a
simple switch. Oh, such naivety!

With this work in hand at Classic
Performance Engineering, next
door to James’ Bicester Heritage
showroom, the exceedingly expen-
sive process of obtaining FIA
papers was put in motion. Jim
Lowry, the MSA inspector (and a
TR owner himself), was really
helpful, shedding light on period
definition and what is and isn’t
permissible under the rules. 

RUN BY Julian Balme
OWNED SINCE October 2015
PREVIOUS REPORT August 2017

PORT CAN BE DANGEROUS!

TRIUMPH TR4

Keen to get signatures on his 
licence, James did a race with the 
very popular Equipe GTS series at 
Silverstone and had a big grin on 
his face after a race-long dice with a 
Sprite. Apart from an oil leak, the 
event passed without incident, so 
we were looking forward to our 
first outing together as a two-driver 
team at the Donington Historic 
Festival. Entered in Carol Spagg’s 
Pre-’63 race, we were running 
ancient factory steel wheels for the 
first time. Although they were 
more than 50 years old, my theory 
had been that the low-grip, skinny 
rubber would slide long before any 

From top: just two laps 

into the first race of 

2018, the wheel parted 

company; alignment check 

was a crucial part of the 

repairs; chassis buckled 

after contact with ground
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AND IN 
OTHER 
NEWS...
HWM-CHEVROLET
My always-reliable old friend 
threw a bit of an electrical 
wobbly on the way to the 
superb C&SC Show, in the 
middle of the M40 Friday-
evening jams. But we
made it to Bic
and enjoyed s
full-on laps o
Saturday bef
having to put
away for the 
rest of the ev
Full story nex

supported by

It was being widely predicted that I
would keep the Toronado for a
month or two, get bored and move
on. But guess what? It is still here,
and I’m still enjoying it. The car is
fully legal now on UK plates (I had
to get a motorbike-type one for the
rear because the recess doubles as a
fuel flap and it’s fairly small) and I
have done several local trips,
including one to the ‘old farts’
lunch’ at the Craven Arms near
Cheltenham in April, where it was
a hit with John Worker and Mike
Hallowes. I’ve never really cared
what anyone else thinks of my cars,
but it’s nicer to have knowledgeable
people genuinely impressed rather
than offering their condolences.

Later I took the Toronado out to
Stroud to see Graham Millard, who
is not a man to be easily dazzled
but, it would be fair to say, was
also very excited by it.

I’m pleased with the way the
Toronado corners and generally
just sweeps along. The fat three
quarter pillars mean it is not the
easiest of cars to reverse, but I
haven’t been in any situations yet
where it felt really just too big.

Luckily it fits in Gus Meyer’s
garage in Swindon and he was able

THANKS TO
Δ TR Shop: www.trshop.co.uk
Δ Martin Greaves, CPE: www.classic
performanceengineering.co.uk
Δ Jon Marshall: www.tr-register.co.uk
Δ Paul Empson

THANKS TO
Δ Gus Meyer
Δ Merrill Benfield
Δ Fusick Automotive Products Inc:
www.fusickautomotiveproducts.com

RUN BY Martin Buckley
OWNED SINCE November 2017
PREVIOUS REPORT April 2018

OLDSMOBILE
TORONADO

to get the car going much better. It 
seems the poor thing was running 
lean and mostly on six rather than 
eight cylinders. Gus took the 
carburettor apart and cleaned it, 
reset the timing and identified the 
ominous transmission leak (the oil-
pan gasket), which was a relief. 

I was then issued with a list of bits 
to order from Oldsmobile specialist 
Fusicks in Connecticut: a tune-up 
kit, all the workshop manuals, an 
oil-pressure sender unit and the 
transmission sump gasket. To get 
around the rather painful import 
duty, I got my American Rolls-
Royce friend Merrill Benfield to 
bring them over in style on the 
Queen Mary, hiding in his suitcase. 
Which was all fine until the security 
at JFK airport took exception to the 
funny-looking car bits floating 
about in his luggage. Following
some explanations, Merrill talked
his way out of an internal cavity
search after invoking my name; it
appears that one quick Google
search of ‘Buckley Toronado’ saved
him from a week in Guantánamo
Bay, so my fame is spreading.

Other minor snags have included
a broken throttle cable, a loose
piece of trim under the window on
the driver’s door (now reattached)
and a cracked plastic cover around
the driver’s lapbelt spool. When
Gus does the tune up he is also
going to fit air horns and sort me
a new radio antenna; the one fitted
is just a dummy.

strain was put on the wheels, 
particularly given the car’s lack of 
power. Wrong yet again.

On the second lap of the one-
hour race, which had cost a 
not-insignificant £1250 to enter, 
I was just getting into my stride 
when, entering the uphill right-
hander at McLeans, I heard a 
dreadful metallic graunch under 
braking. As I turned in, the car 
understeered onto the kerb, which 
unloaded the front suspension 
enough for the nearside front wheel 
to jettison itself from the hapless 
TR4. Beached in the gravel, Chuck 
was then unceremoniously dragged 
to safety, incurring further damage 
as the recovery tractor’s hook 
caught the front wing. I shudder to 
think how it would have turned out 
if the wheel had let go when bowl-
ing down the Craner Curves.

Back with Paul and Emily at the
Empsons’ bodyshop, the TR has
now been measured, re-aligned and
the geometry straightened, the
force of the impact with the ground
having bent the chassis. Annoy-
ingly, the paint was fractured on the
wing so will need sorting once
pulled out. That said, at least it’s
just the wing and, despite the disap-
pointment, we live to fight again.

FIAT 130
I took the 130 to the Le Mans 
Classic in convoy with a mate 
in a Datsun Fairlady. Apart 
from a problem with the fan 
(easily cured), all went well – 
although I’m writing this on 
the ferry, with 100 miles still
to do. Top of the
job list now is 
flushing the rad,
and having a 
serious look at 
fitting air-con. M

FORD MUSTANG
My new Mustang GT has 
finally arrived from Derby 
to Dorset and I’ve had a bit 
of time to give it a more 
thorough going-over. The 
rust looks more serious than 
I first thought, with unsealed 
metal tape covering up some 
horrors in the trunk and 
a whole section of floor 
replaced with what looks like 
a bit of old road sign! Full 
introduction soon… JM

JAGUAR E-TYPE
So much for Boo’s planned 
retirement: like all the best-
laid plans, it didn’t happen 
because of more urgent 
tasks – such as welding up 
the rotten bits of my Landie. 
While the weather was horrid 
it didn’t matter but the sun
came out, th
invitations 
rolled in and
seemed daf
to leave Boo
in the garage

Cracked seatbelt spool cover is on the list Security found our stash at JFK Airport

Despite nearly 

a year’s ownership, 

Buckley is still 

enamoured
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a few hours later and hearing the
exhaust rattle against the chassis
upon switching off.

Having already fitted a new back
box, the excursion had caused the
old section to break open just
before the silencer, so I was left
with little choice other than to
order new front and centre pipes.

It made sense to remove the inlet
and exhaust manifold at this point
and I was pleased to see a definite
split in the gasket – the source of
the ticking noise. The nuts or studs
unwound without issue and soon
the manifolds were back in place
with the new compound gasket.

With the rest of the new exhaust
fitted, I suddenly realised how used
I had become to the unwanted tick-
ing – the engine seemed much
smoother and quieter. While in 
maintenance mode, I had a check 
around the rest of the 88in and 
noticed that the offside front indi-
cator was erratic – not in the 
off-on-off-on sense, but in that it 
took a hefty tap to make it work. 
Off came the lens to reveal that it 
had been holding rain water and 
had corroded the bulb and holder 
connections. No bother – I cleaned 
it all up, grabbed a spare bulb from 
the parts haul that came with the 
vehicle, and everything was sorted. 

THANKS TO
Δ Britpart: www.britpart.com
Δ SP Water Pumps: 
www.spwaterpumps.co.uk

Looking further ahead, though,
I opted to finally make a modifica-
tion to the Series II – one that had
Le Mans in mind as I fitted my old
AA ‘GB’ plate to the rear, joining
the ‘NR’ and ‘EAK’ plates added
by the first owner.

With this flurry of activity, the
Series II was finally ready for the
first of several engagements packed
into a short period of time: prom
transport for my eldest and his
mates. I’ll admit to being quite

pleased that they chose my old
Land-Rover instead of something 
shinier and louder, but as they 
tumbled out of the back, AC/DC’s 
Back in Black blasting from the 
DemerBox Bluetooth speaker, 
I chuckled at the fact that the 
88in had added another arrow to 
its quiver of versatility. 

What gave no cause for mirth, 
however, was the second unwanted 
noise: that of the water pump 
and its suspected loose impeller. 
Having spent a day spannering on 
Mac Leman’s Triumph so he was 

semi-fit for Le Mans, I was faced 
with just days to get my water pump 
overhauled and refitted before 
catching the ferry. 

A recommendation led me to 
give SP Water Pumps in Cheshire a 
call and they confirmed they could 
do a same-day turnaround. Off 
came the pump and on Monday it 
was sent by courier to Warrington. 
By 9:15 the following morning 
it had been delivered and was 
already in bits; at 12:30pm I had a 
call to say it was all done!

The pump arrived back home on 
Wednesday, overhauled, painted, 
reassembled and complete with a 
new hand-cut gasket – impressive 
service and all for just £125. 

Fitting it back to the SII was 
looking like a 30-minute job until a 
stud sheared, but fortunately there 
was enough left to extract it without 
trouble. With a replacement stud 
fitted – and a new fanbelt after 
noticing that the old had split in 
several places – it was road-test 
time. The brief run suggested all 
was okay: no unwanted noises or 
leaks. Would it make it to Le Mans?

Having returned from this month’s 
cover shoot in Spain, I will admit to 
having had serious thoughts about 
selling the Series II and buying an 
early 80in, but the drive home back 
in the UK served to remind just 
how much I love this particular 
Land-Rover. Unfortunately, it also 
reminded me of the odd noises that 
were there when I parked up and 
boarded the plane: the constant 
tick, probably from the manifold 
gasket, and the rumble suspected 
to be a dodgy water pump.

Tackling the gasket was brought 
forward thanks to our usual Father’s 
Day trundle along the Ridgeway 
from Streatley to Compton. The 
track had become a little worn in 
places, but it was good to exercise 
the leaf springs and I thought noth-
ing more of it until arriving home 

RUN BY Martin Port
OWNED SINCE September 2016
PREVIOUS REPORT August 2018

LAND-ROVER
SERIES II

Clockwise from main: 

Father’s Day trip along the 

Ridgeway resulted in a 

broken exhaust; a gap in 

the gasket was to blame 

for ticking noise; prom 

transport for Alfie (on left) 

and best mate Oscar; 

water pump refurbished 

and fitted just in time for 

the trip down to La Sarthe

‘I was now faced with just 
days to get my water pump 
overhauled and refitted 
before catching the ferry’
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the return leg spent in heavy traffic
– ensured that the first thing
to address was cooling. The
mechanical fan was fitted to the
wrong pulley (thus only covering a
fraction of the radiator) and wasn’t
movable because the bottom pulley
was incorrect. We decided to fit an
electric fan and, having been
pleased with the Revotec item on
my MGB, I placed an order. The
firm doesn’t do a bespoke kit for the
2500TC, but I was able to measure
for a suitable universal fan using
handy paper templates provided –
I opted for a 14in ‘puller’ with an
in-hose temperature controller.

I had intended to fit the fan using
the mounts provided and home-
made brackets but, because space
was tight, instead used the high
quality pull-through ties included
in the kit, which were a neat space-
saving solution and worked
beautifully. Everything else went
together without incident, includ-
ing the temperature controller,
which we fitted to the bottom hose,
and the wiring, which came
complete with a relay and every-
thing needed for installation.

Next on the hit list were the
inoperable windscreen wipers.
Being similar to those fitted to later
Series Land-Rovers, the wiper
motor’s foibles are familiar to Port
and he quickly pulled it apart,

cleaned it out and applied fresh
grease. The wipers hadn’t worked
since I got the car back from the
body shop, so it’s nice to no longer
fear getting caught in the rain. Also
on the agenda was a wobbly alter-
nator, which had manifested itself
during the drive back to London
from Bicester, where the Triumph
was on display. A spacer tube on the
mounting bracket had worked
loose so it was an easy fix, and the
perfect opportunity to fit a new
adjusting bracket, the original
having sheared.

Finally, we were also able to
get the overdrive working. I had
suspected that it was the cause of
the mystery electrical short and,
after being driven half insane trying
to disconnect it to test the theory, I
lost patience and just cut through
the wire. It was back together in no
time. Unlike the vacuum-operated
overdrive in my MG, this was easy
to test – just turn on the ignition
and flick the switch.

The new fan was put to the test
during a two-and-a-half-hour trip
home marked by heavy traffic on
the M25 and the mercury hitting
30.2ºC. It performed perfectly –
more than could be said for the
driver; I realised that my bank card
had warped in the heat, despite all
four windows being down. Bring
on the traffic of Le Mans!

THANKS TO
Δ Martin Port
Δ Revotec: 01491 824424;
www.revotec.com

The Le Mans Classic always
prompts a flurry of hurried fettling.
Beneath the shiny paint lay a list
of things to do, ranging from
desirable to vital, so I booked an
appointment at Port & Sons’ sanc-
tuary for neglected classics the
week before setting off.

A recent trip to Bicester Herit-
age for The C&SC Show – much of

RUN BY Greg MacLeman
OWNED SINCE June 2017
PREVIOUS REPORT August 2018

TRIUMPH 2500TC

Control sensor was spliced into rad hose

Electric fan replaces ineffective original

Pride of place at The C&SC Show, Bicester

Posing at Instagram-

location-of-the-moment 

Mayfield Lavender fields in 

Banstead. Shame the rear 

wheel isn’t straight…
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Its first proper motorway run for 
more than 18 months was a decent 
test, thanks to the usual Friday-
night M25 tailbacks then a fast 
M40 stretch, and once I had 
re-familiarised myself with just 
how exposed you feel in a Whizzkid 
at 70mph, it felt great to have the 
Suzuki back. Even though it didn’t 
quite fit the Show’s pre-’76 theme, 
I parked outside the Brightwells 
hangar and was pleased by how 
much interest it generated.

The event itself was better than 
I could have hoped, and a real high-
light for me was spotting a familiar 
figure taking a closer look at the 
Suzuki: historic racing legend 
Barrie ‘Whizzo’ Williams. It turns 
out that Williams has been follow-
ing my car’s progress, being a 
former SC100 owner himself – 
what more appropriate transport 
could there be for Whizzo than a 
Whizzkid? “It was a smashing car,” 
he said, “and I would really throw it 

THANKS TO
Δ RH Specialist Insurance: 
03333 635697; 
www.rhspecialistinsurance.co.uk

about. Mine was a bluey-mauve 
colour and it was mechanically 
perfect – it never missed a beat and 
was so economical when I used to 
thrash it down to Hereford. Such a 
good little car – I loved it, but ended 
up selling it to the Queen’s cousin 
because his wife wanted one!”

The run home did highlight a 
problem, with the return of the fuel 
evaporation and hot running that 
have always affected the car – exac-
erbated by the summer heatwave 
that we’ve been enjoying in the 
UK. A quick check revealed that 
I had forgotten to switch the air 
intake over to the freer-breathing 
‘summer’ mode but, mindful that 
Le Mans was likely to be hotter 
still, I took pal Tim Smith’s advice 
and also unbolted the steel rain 
shield from the inside of the engine 
cover, which should allow engine-
bay heat to escape more easily.

A quick call to my insurer RH 
got friend and Le Mans co-pilot 

Sam Read onto the Suzuki’s insur-
ance and, because it is currently 
squatting in his garage, Sam has 
been getting used to the car on local 
forays – his main observation being 
that the brakes are “terrible”. 

On a different note, I got a 
surprise Suzuki fix on a recent 
business trip to the spectacular 
Louwman Museum in The Neth-
erlands (louwmanmuseum.nl). 
It’s a collection dedicated to some 
of the most important cars from 
throughout history, so I was 
surprised and delighted to spot a 
rather fetching metallic-brown 
SC100 GX – the Euro-spec, 
square-headlight version of my 
Hong Kong-spec, round-headlight 
Cervo CX-G – sitting proudly 
in the display of city cars.

Preparations for the Le Mans Clas-
sic were not quite what I envisaged. 
I simply didn’t have time to give the 
car the thorough going-over that it 
really needs, so instead a quick wash 
and brush-up plus a sighting run 
were all I could manage – the latter 
taking the form of the drive up to 
Bicester Heritage for the inaugural 
Classic & Sports Car Show in asso-
ciation with Flywheel in June.

RUN BY Alastair Clements
OWNED SINCE May 2005
PREVIOUS REPORT May 2018

SUZUKI CERVO 
CX-G

Clockwise, from main: 

‘Whizzo’ was delighted to 

meet the Whizzkid; SC100 

in the Louwman Museum 

collection; more air should 

aid hot running; cowling 

over rear vents has been 

removed for extra cooling
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CHOP-TOP PROJECT JOINS THE RAT PACK

Three years ago, while looking on
the web for an obscure car part, my
search returned this unrelated
Ferrari Testarossa located in Cali-
fornia. It was a project car that had
been started (the roof had been
chopped off and strengthening
added to the chassis), but other
than that it was a rolling shell with
an engine and gearbox bolted in
place, and hadn’t been on the road
for well over 20 years.

I told the seller that anyone else
buying his Ferrari was likely to
break it for parts because it was
worth far more in bits. But I prom-
ised him that my sole intention
would be to get the Testarossa built
and put it back on the road.

It arrived a few months later 
accompanied by two huge wooden 
crates of parts. At the time I owned 
another Testarossa coupé, so was 
lucky enough to use that car as the 
blueprint for my ‘Ratarossa’.

Why the unfinished style? Part 
of the enjoyment of this project was
that it didn’t have to be perfect,
with its ‘rat’ look, so I just took my
time and enjoyed the build. With
the two massive crates of parts that
came with the car I have been like a
kid with a giant puzzle; it’s been a
lot of fun and very satisfying figur-
ing out where each item belongs.

Ferrari made only one official
Testarossa Spider for Gianni
Agnelli (C&SC, February 2016),
and it’s estimated that around 15
more were subsequently converted
by aftermarket companies, making
these a pretty rare sight. It’s also the
car that many believe Ferrari really
should have put into production.

Obviously there have been a few
head-scratching moments. Testa-
rossas are 30 years old now, and the
expertise on them has been whittled
down to a few gurus worldwide.
I have no background or any kind
of training in this sort of thing,
other than a hobby and passion.
For the most part it was on-the-job
learning for me.

I faced a number of difficulties
during the build. The engine hadn’t

run in many years and the wiring 
was missing or not connected. My 
first job was to hear the engine roar 
once again. With a bit of luck and 
plenty of perseverance, I was able to 
bring the flat-12 back to life.

Another challenge I’ve had is 
getting hold of parts. Many are no
longer stocked by Ferrari and I’ve
had to source items from around
the world wherever available. But
it’s amazing what pops up on
auction sites across the globe. For
example, I picked up a brand-new
original dashboard in the correct
colour for £180, shipped. If Ferrari
still made the dash, it would have
cost me £5000.

Suspension was another massive
problem; steel bars had been fabri-
cated and welded into the mid
section to reinforce the car’s struc-
ture and rigidity where the roof had
been chopped off. They did a great
job of keeping the car from flexing
but the bars’ added weight caused
the front end of the Testarossa to
lift up. The factory suspension is
pre-set and fixed, so I had to work
with a suspension company to
create custom shocks and springs.
Eventually it took three sets of
custom springs to get the right
height I wanted.

Other bits I’ve had to modify to
work properly on the Spider
include the safety belts; even with

the original luggage straps behind 
the seats, the belts had to be 
anchored differently. Unless you 
really know Testarossas, however, 
you’d never spot the changes.

When the Ferrari first arrived in 
the UK it was like the Flintstones’ 
car: there was no floor, wheelarches,
carpet etc. It now looks really good
and, eventually, I plan to have a
mechanically perfect car, in pristine
condition under the skin, yet
clothed in a ‘rat’ look.

Although it’s only recently been
put back on the road, I have already
taken it to a couple of events and
really enjoy the reaction the car
generates. It’s a bit like Marmite:
you either love it or hate it. It
doesn’t bother me either way
because I built it to have fun!

The Ferrari is by no means
finished – it’s an ongoing project.
I have blogged the build each step
of the way, and you can follow my
progress at www.ratarossa.com

Send hi-res photos (300dpi) and 
700 words to martin.port@

haymarket.com or to the p12 
address. For Guy Allen gen
see: www.guyallen.co.uk

WIN! A BESPOKE 
GUY ALLEN PRINT

OWNED BY Scott Chivers
FROM Wokingham, UK
FIRST CLASSIC Porsche 912
DREAM CLASSIC Ferrari F40
BEST TRIP Le Mans 2015 in my 
360 Challenge Stradale – the 
sound of heaven in long tunnels!

FERRARI 
‘RATAROSSA’

Clockwise, from main: 

Chivers is perfecting the 

car mechanically, but plans 

to leave its body alone; the 

Spider joined a Ferrari-

mad household; flat-12 

is now sorted; taking a saw 

to the window frames





ALSO IN MY GARAGE

P
hil and Oli Cottrell may be familiar
names to regular readers, having
helped out various members of the
C&SC team over the past 15 years
with their considerable experience.

Along with recent addition John Davis, the trio
makes up Classic Jaguar Replicas – the Berk-
shire-based outfit hand-crafting Jaguar C-type,
D-type and XKSS recreations.

One look around their busy workshop – which
has a proper ‘men in sheds’ feel to it – and you
soon start to notice that not everything they
construct has four wheels.

“I built my first model plane in 1976,” says
Phil, “It was a Kamco Kadet, a high-wing trainer
with an Enya 40 engine.” The inspiration was
simple: “I had friends who were pilots, and they
were all into building and flying model aircraft.”

He soon moved into scale models that were
more accurate – a fifth-scale Spitfire and Hurri-
cane being among the first builds he completed
– and it was little wonder that son Oli was
 eventually bitten by the bug.

“I grew up surrounded by cars and aeroplanes
thanks to Dad,” says Oli, “but I’ve only really
been flying them for the past eight years.”

He also started with a high-wing trainer but
graduated into scale kits – a sixth-scale Tiger
Moth being one of the models occupying space
in the workshop and the loft room back at home.

ALSO IN MY GARAGE

The team behind Classic Jaguar Replicas also does a fine line in model aircraft
WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY MARTIN PORT

That means it has the strength to be able to
perform some fairly extreme aerobatic manoeu-
vres compared to the more traditional models.”

Davis, who recently made his debut at Maid-
enhead Radio Modellers – a club formed back
in 1948 – nods in agreement: “He flies that like
he drives one of the C-types!”

Oli’s newest addition is a fifth-scale Wot 4 XL,
a recent birthday gift from his dad: “It’s powered
by a 20cc, 2.5hp two-stroke petrol engine,” he
explains with enthusiasm. “I wanted a larger
sports model and it’ll do around 60-70mph; it
will do rolls and the like, but it’s not really built
for that. However, I don’t have the limitations
of the battery life, which is nice.”

The Cottrells are both licensed instructors
and will be teaching Davis, who has already
informed his wife that he has a new hobby. For
the father-and-son team, though, the rewards
are easy to explain. “It’s a great social scene and
the flying is exhilarating,” says Oli, “but for us
it’s nice that we can approach building and
flying the models with the same precision and
art that we put into our Jaguars.”

So what’s the ultimate? For Phil it has to be a
quarter-scale Spitfire, which could come along
after he’s built the Hurricane and twin-engined
models still in their boxes. Oli fancies a third-
scale Pitts Special, based upon the biplane
of Curtis Pitts that first flew in 1944.

PHIL COTTRELL
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The kits, largely constructed from balsa and 
plywood, are for the most part powered by lith-
ium-polymer batteries with a flying time of 
around six minutes, but in recent years the planes 
the pair build are incorporating a lot more 
carbonfibre components – the perfect material 
for something that requires strength without  
an increase in weight.

A good example of that evolution is the blue-
and-yellow Extreme Flight Edge 540T, held in 
the main picture above by Davis. “It’s still largely 
made from balsa and plywood,” explains Oli, 
“but the wing-support tubes are carbonfibre. 

Oli, Phil and John (l-r)  

can be found building and 

flying model aircraft when 

not creating C- and D-type 

reps. Below: Oli’s two-

stroke, fifth-scale Wot 4
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Clockwise: delicate frame 

of an Aston DB5 body gets 

attention from the blaster; 

metal spraying a Pagoda 

hardtop; vapour-blasting  

a manifold; stripped and 

primed TR3 rear body
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The knowledge

G
etting rid of corrosion – and 
making sure it doesn’t come 
back – is one of the most 
crucial jobs in classic-car 
restoration. If it’s not done 
properly, you can face huge 
costs to rectify it further 

down the line – or right away if the job is not 
handled with care and sensitivity. 

De-Corrosion Services has been in business 
for 69 years: the wealth of experience gained by 
84-year-old Barry Biggin and the team, now led 
by his grandson Luke, is unparalleled. Starting 
out recommissioning ex-army vehicles after 
WW2, the company has reinvented itself many 
times and for a period was located in Shepperton 
Film Studios, delicately blasting wood to age it 
for movies such as Frankenstein and the Harry 
Potter franchise. That work continues: glass, 
plastic and skeletons are a speciality! 

Before that, Barry blasted and treated parts  
of Tower Bridge, the House of Lords and  
street furniture for Canary Wharf. “You can’t  
go anywhere in London without him saying  
‘I’ve done work there’,” says Luke.

Now the company’s focus is very definitely on 
vehicle restoration, and an 
increasing number of top 
restorers are enjoying the 
friendly and posit ive 
service. During our visit, an 
Aston Martin DB5 frame 
was being blasted with 
aluminium oxide for G&A 
Fabrications, an MGA was 
awaiting attention for 
Moto-Build, a TR3 for 
Grove Garage and an 
MGB roadster arrived 
from Radford Racing, as 
well as home restorers’ 
projects. There are no 
chemical processes (so no 
risk of chemical residues 
coming back to haunt you) 

and De-Corrosion Services is fully aware of the 
risks of blasting delicate materials. The TR3 rear 
bodyshell had been blasted and etch-primed 
with weld-through black primer: large areas 
were wafer-thin from rust, but there was no 
distortion and no trace of blasting dust.

“Underseal makes it more difficult,” says 
Luke. “We can remove it, but that adds an extra 
cost – it’s better for us when the car comes in  
like the DB5, with everything already stripped 
off and ready to blast.”

A Rolls-Royce in another part of the extensive 
premises shows how not to deliver your car: the 
wiring loom and even the instruments are still 
inside, hanging loose from the dashboard. 

Getting a fully-prepared shell stripped and 
etch-primed is not expensive, considering the 
cost of materials and time involved: including 
VAT, a typical bodyshell costs £1200-1800. An 
MGB roadster shell with the front wings off  
is £840, or £1200 including the wings, while  
a full shell for a Rolls-Royce is around £3000. 

Aluminium panels are blasted with plastic or 
glass beads, while glassfibre bodies are stripped 
using crushed walnut shells, with these costlier 
materials taking the fee up to £2000-2500.

Individual components 
are no problem: getting an 
axle blasted and powder-
coated is around £100. 
Vapour-blasting a manifold 
to gleaming condition costs 
under £20 if it’s delivered 
clean; if it has to be blasted 
with aluminium oxide first, 
that rises to £25. Prices drop 
for multiple components. 

Metal spraying is also 
offered, where zinc is 
sprayed onto almost any 
surface. It provides great 
protection and leaves a 
good finish – it was being 
used on a Mercedes Pagoda 
hardtop when we visited.

HAVING 
A BLAST

THE SPECIALIST

A proper restoration begins with stripping back to 
bare metal, as this London-based firm demonstrates

WORDS MALCOLM MCKAY  PHOTOGRAPHY JAMES MANN

Name De-Corrosion Services
Address Unit 11, Littleton 
Estate, Shepperton,  
Middlesex TW17 0NF  
Staff Six
Specialism Blast cleaning, 
metal spraying, powder-coating 
and protective coating 
Prices From £20 for smaller 
single parts, to £3000 for  
a large bodyshell
Tel 01932 564666  
E-mail sales@decorrosion.co.uk
Website www.decorrosion.co.uk





September 2018   Classic & Sports Car   189

THE MARKETPLACE

Nothing adds more to the value of
a classic than provenance, as proved
by a number of high-profile lots at
Bonhams’ Goodwood Festival of
Speed sale on 13 July.

Chief among these was the 1961
Aston Martin DB4GT Zagato,
2 VEV. Raced in 1961 and ’62 as
a quasi-works car at Le Mans and
Goodwood, as well as drives by Jim
Clark, it had been in single-family
ownership since 1971. After a £7m
opening bid, it was soon hammered
down for £10,081,500, the day’s
highest figure and more than twice
the £4,593,500 achieved by the
second-placed, ex-Scuderia Ferrari
1932-’34 Alfa Tipo B (C&SC, July).

Also offering impeccable prove-
nance was a 1957 BMW 507 owned
from new by the late John Surtees.
Estimated at £2-2.5m, it hit an
amazing £3,809,500 to establish
a new record for the model as the
gavel fell to a round of applause.
Another lot with links to an F1
champion, a 1965 Lotus Cortina
with Clark history, fell short of its
£200-250k estimate at £191,900,
but was well clear of the £32,200
raised by another ’65 example.

James Bond kudos pushed the
Aston DB5 driven by Pierce Bros-
nan in Goldeneye to £1,961,500
(£1.2-1.6m), while a modified 2014
Land Rover Defender from Spectre

Porsche specialist Paul Stephens has unveiled a limited-edition version of 
its retro-styled 911 Clubsport, inspired by the biennial Le Mans Classic and 
produced in conjunction with organiser Peter Auto. It features a de-seamed 
body, composite bumpers and engine cover, plus an aluminium bonnet. The 
970kg lightweight is powered by a 300bhp, 3.4-litre flat-six and is reckoned 
to be good for 0-60mph in 4.4 secs, with a top speed of 175mph. Only 10 will 
be built, at c£250k each, with options including a more cosseting 1075kg 
‘touring’ pack. Delivery will be at the 2020 Le Mans Classic, with owners 
invited to parade their cars around the track. See www.paul-stephens.com

Le Mans event inspires new 911

made an estimate-busting £365,500 
(£220-250k) – over 10 times the 
£33,925 achieved by a similar 2015 
model with no 007 links (£18-24k). 

The greatest shock was the 
shabby US-spec 1977 Porsche 
911S from Scandinavian TV series 
The Bridge. It did look wonderfully 
period in Jäger Grün, but few
imagined it would raise £141,500
for charity WaterAid (£20-30k). 

Other highlights included a 1931
‘Blower’ Bentley – one of the origi-
nal 50 – that made £2.02m, plus a
1964 S3 Continental with ‘bobtail’
body, once owned by Englebert
Humperdinck; at £124,700, it
smashed its £80-90k estimate.

RECORDS TUMBLE AT FESTIVAL SALE

Belonging to John Surtees 

from new, this 1957 BMW 

507 achieved a new world 

record when the hammer 

fell at £3,809,500

Goldeneye DB5 made 

£1.96m at Bonhams’ FoS 

sale, and was one of two 

Bond cars up for grabs

Just 10 Le Mans Classic 

specials will be built
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THE MARKETPLACE

Incredibly, this Pebble Beach class-winning Ferrari has had the same owner since 1960

Buckley’s

The McLaren F1 is rightly consid-
ered by many to be the greatest
supercar of all time. Besides being
the fastest and most expensive
street car of its era, the BMW-
powered three-seater proved to be
a devastating success on the track,
cementing its place in history with
an emphatic victory on its Le Mans
debut in 1995. As such, any F1 is a
desirable beast, but RM Sotheby’s
newly launched Private Sales divi-
sion is offering perhaps the ultimate
version. One of only two road-
going examples upgraded by

Special F1 up for grabs
McLaren Special Operations with
the 680bhp LM-spec V12 as well as
the extra-high-downforce package,
chassis 073 retains its street-specifi-
cation interior as well as featuring
numerous upgrades aimed at
improving driver comfort.

The price is undisclosed, but you
will need very deep pockets – the
same car sold at RM’s 2015 Monte-
rey sale for $13.75m. Other cars
available at the time of writing
range from a 1928 Mercedes-Benz
680S to a 2003 Aston Martin DB
AR1. See www.rmsothebys.com

As usual, the Rolls-Royce
Enthusiasts’ Club AGM in Stamford
was an education. Looking at the
prices of some of the Silver Clouds,
I wondered if a deal could be done
on mine against a theoretically less
valuable Corniche coupé that one
of the dealers had for sale. It was
only a half-formed notion, and
I’m not sure I’d have done a deal
anyway, even if the response
had been positive.

I needn’t have worried on that
score. It evolved into one of those
conversations where, somehow,
everything about my Cloud was
undesirable. I don’t blame the chap
– who was, after all, only doing his
job, but once he had finished –
I was thoroughly depressed.

So I decided to have a look
around the auction where the only
exciting thing was a project Six-
Light S3 Flying Spur. Inspecting
the interior, a friend, fingering the
hinged loops of leather above the
rear doors, asked me: “Do you call
these princess straps?”

“No, duchess straps.”
“Oh well,” said the lady custodian

of the Spur, “since that is my title,

it’s rather appropriate, isn’t it?”
That told me, didn’t it?

Inspired by The Barn Find
Hunter on TV, the other night I
decided to give the dogs a walk
along a local road to see if I could
spot anything. Trying not to look
like a burglar doing his homework,
I unearthed a Morris Minor, a
Midget and a Beetle in various
states of repair on people’s drives.
Nothing I would feel moved to
knock on a door about, but an
interesting indication of what you
can find without really trying.

You know summer’s here once
all the VW Campers come out of
hibernation, although I can’t see
the attraction. It’s probably hippie
connotations and a tired fantasy
current ‘wacky’ owners have about
driving to Glastonbury or wishing
they had been at Woodstock –
which, when you look at the reality
of it, seems to have been little
more than a giant traffic jam, bad
food and dysentery. That ’50s and
’60s VW ’vans are now so absurdly
valuable only adds to their charm.
The love might be free, but these
things aren’t, running at £30k+.

market
matters

Left: Buckley can’t 

understand the 

apparent charm 

of classic campers.

Below: mixed fortunes 

at the Rolls-Royce 

Enthusiasts’ Club AGM

Concours star 
to headline 
in California

A Ferrari 500 Mondial that’s been 
with the same owner for 58 years is 
the star lot at Gooding & Co’s 
Pebble Beach sale (24-25 August).

Following a competition career 
that included a class win in the 
inaugural Venezuela Grand Prix in 
1955, the four-cylinder Series II 
barchetta was purchased in June 
1960 by Robert Phillips, a young 
American naval officer, for $2225 

– two-thirds his annual salary, or 
roughly the price of two-and-a-half 
brand-new MGAs. He spent the 
next nine months rebuilding the 
Ferrari, which had been laid up at a 
Rambler dealership after the differ-
ential had seized, and has continued 
to enjoy it ever since, including an 
epic cross-country blast from Cali-
fornia to the US east coast when he 
was posted to New Jersey.

Awarded first in class at Pebble 
Beach in 2008, it’s superbly 
presented in its original French 
blue and is thought to be unique in 
having belonged to the same owner 
for almost six decades. It carries 
a pre-sale estimate of $5.5-7.5m. 
See www.goodingco.com

Desirable F1 is one of two 

road cars with LM upgrades
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Traditional Oak And Timber Company are
a family business, so happy to support the

Motor Racing Legends Family Spirit Trophy

www.tradoak.com 

01825 723648
ONE OF THE UK’S LARGEST STOCKISTS OF RECLAIMED AND AIR DRIED OAK BEAMS

FAMILY SPIRIT TROPHY
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A 1935 Riley-Amilcar was the star 
of Brightwells’ sale at the The  
Classic & Sports Car Show in asso-
ciation with Flywheel on 24 June. 
First registered in Northern 
Ireland as a saloon, the special had 
been fitted with open two-seater 
bodywork during the early 1990s 
and looked particularly rakish 
against the historic backdrop of the 
former RAF hangar at Bicester 
Heritage. Retaining its original 
‘high-cam’ engine – albeit stretched 
to 1896cc and fed via a sextet of 
Amal motorcycle carburettors – the 
beautifully patinated machine 
clearly fuelled bidders’ enthusiasm, 

the Riley soaring more than £50k
beyond its £80k upper estimate to
change hands for £132,160. 

Another pre-war ‘six’ to do well
was a ’37 MG SA. Featuring drop-
head coachwork by Charlesworth,
it was believed to be one of only two
to survive in the UK, and had
remained untouched for five
decades. Largely complete but
requiring restoration, it blitzed its
£4-8k estimate, selling for £19,040.

Other rarities included a beauti-
fully restored, two-owner 1948
Rover P2 tourer that had covered a
mere 1000 miles since completion
and which sold for £25,200, as well

THE MARKETPLACE

Riley on top at The C&SC Show

After 30 years at the helm of JD 
Classics, founder Derek Hood is 
standing down. “In 2016 I sold a 
majority stake to Charme Capital 
Partners and I have been gradually 
handing over the reins since,” said 
Hood, under whom the firm has 
expanded from its base in Essex to 
include showrooms in Mayfair and 
Newport Beach, CA. “A new CEO, 
Jean-Marc Gales [below], formerly 
of Lotus Cars, was appointed  
in May 2018. I will remain a 
shareholder in the business and  
I wish Jean-Marc success.”

HOOD EXITS
JD CLASSICS

Hot on the heels of last month’s
Ferrari GTO news, RM Sotheby’s
has consigned the ’63 Aston Martin
Grand Touring Competition
Prototype DP215 to its Monterey
sale on 24-25 August. It is expected
to sell for $20-25m – comfortably
eclipsing the £10m paid for the
DB4GT Zagato, 2 VEV (p189).

 Auction

AUGUST
4 Worldwide Indiana, USA 001 260 
925 6789; worldwide-auctioneers.com

13 Shannons Sydney Winter 
Classic St Leonards, NSW, Australia 
0061 2 8019 4116; shannons.com.au

15-17 New England Auto Auction 
Maine, USA 001 207 594 4418; 
www.owlshead.org

23 Worldwide Pebble Beach, 
California, USA 001 260 925 6789; 
worldwide-auctioneers.com

23-25 Russo & Steele Monterey, 
California, USA 001 602 252 2697;
www.russoandsteele.com

24 Bonhams Carmel, California,
USA 001 415 391 4000/212 461
6514; www.bonhams.com

24 Gooding & Co California, USA
001 310 899 1960; goodingco.com

24-25 RM Sotheby’s Monterey,
California, USA 001 310 559 4575;
www.rmsothebys.com

25 ACA King’s Lynn, Norfolk 01553
771881; angliacarauctions.co.uk

25-26 Lucky Washington, USA 
001 206 467 6531; luckyoldcar.com

30-2/9 RM Auctions Indiana, USA 
001 519 352 4575; rmsothebys.com

SEPTEMBER
1 Worldwide Indiana, USA 001 260 
925 6789; worldwide-auctioneers.com

1 Bonhams Beaulieu, New Forest 
020 7468 5801; www.bonhams.com

2 Dragone Connecticut, USA 001 
203 335 4643; dragoneauctions.com

5 RM Sotheby’s Battersea, London 
020 7851 7070; rmsothebys.com

8 Bonhams Goodwood Revival, 
West Sussex 020 7468 5801;  
www.bonhams.com

diary

This LHD 1973 BMW 3.0 CSL is going 

under the hammer in Norfolk in August

as a 4333-mile 1986 AC 3000ME. 
The third-from-last car produced, 
the pristine mid-engined coupé 
made a whisker short of £23,000. 
A bizarre Jag V12-powered 1971 
Aston Martin DBS with modified 
open-top bodywork was not to all 
tastes and needed finishing, but 
fetched similar money at £24,640.

More affordable lots included a 
1932 Morris Minor two-seater 
tourer, which offered bags of charm 
for just £6700, as well as an ultra-
wacky Interstyl Hustler. The 
angular, William Towns-designed, 
Mini-based six-wheeler had been 
recently rebuilt and raised £6500.

Only £6700 for sweet 1932 Morris Minor

Wacky Interstyl Hustler sold for £6500After a protracted bidding war, this straight-six Riley-Amilcar was the sale’s priciest lot

DP215 became the final racing 
car built during the David Brown 
era, and the last of four one-off 
‘Project’ cars destined for the track. 
It was the first car to officially break 
the 300kph barrier at Le Mans, 
driven by Phil Hill, and was later 
rebuilt by current owners Neil and 
Nigel Corner. See rmsothebys.com

Project Aston joins RM throng
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L
ighter, more powerful and
more aerodynamic than the
Ferrari Berlinetta Boxer from
which it was developed, the
Testarossa featured four-valve
heads, improved fuel injection 
and electronic ignition. Pinin-

farina’s dramatic styling emphasised the car’s 6ft 
6in (1.98m) width, which resulted from placing 
radiators either side of the already seriously wide 
engine, to reduce cockpit heat resulting from 
piping to front radiators on the BB. It looks 
absolutely stunning – but progress on narrow 
New Forest roads was rather stilted during our 
photoshoot because the Ferrari simply could 
not pass oncoming traffic without one or the 
other taking to the verge. 

Away from narrow country lanes, the Testa-
rossa is an effortless continent-muncher, and 
surprisingly relaxing to drive thanks to its enor-
mous torque and competent electronic engine 
control. Motor couldn’t stop praising the flat-12 
unit in its 1985 test: ‘For its reserves of turbine-
smooth power between 1000 and 7000 revs, 
there is no other engine made that can match it.’ 
It sounds brilliant, too (Motor eulogised even 
more about that). Fuel consumption of 12.1mpg 

during that magazine test wasn’t at all bad, and
15mpg is achievable in normal use. As the road
test pointed out, Ferrari had just launched the
full-fat 288GTO – but the Testarossa wasn’t
meant to be a homologation special road-racer.
It was a highly competent grand tourer with air-
con as standard, and its handling and steering 
were geared a little more that way than press-on 
drivers might choose – although that hasn’t 
stopped some from going racing over the years. 
A decent front boot and a well behind the seats 
swallows a fair amount of luggage, and the 
factory seven-piece leather set (a £1591 extra) 
remains a highly desirable bonus today.

The high single mirror on early cars (now 
referred to as monospecchio examples) gave a great 
rear view but could hide oncoming traffic, and 
was soon replaced by two more conventional, 
lower-mounted mirrors. The Testarossa was a 
volume-production Ferrari, with 7177 of the 
original model built, plus 2280 of the subsequent 
512TR and 501 of the F512M. The 512TR 
responded far better when driven hard, and the 
F512M was finer still. UK right-hookers are 
significantly rarer than left-hand drive, with 
production of 438 Testarossas, 88 512TRs 
(38 of them with ABS) and 41 F512Ms.

Trouble spots

FERRARI 
TESTAROSSA

BUYER’S GUIDE

This ‘bombproof’ classic flat-12 supercar is now highly 
collectable, provided you know what to look for
WORDS MALCOLM MCKAY PHOTOGRAPHY TONY BAKER

WHEELARCHES Take a very good look for 
corrosion under all four of them

SILLS Likewise, rust can affect the sills, 
floors and windscreen surround

INTAKE STRAKES A brilliant piece of design, 
these can hide corrosion, so use a torch to 
inspect them carefully

DASHBOARD The leather on the dash top has 
been known to shrink. Pay special attention to 
the edges, where it meets other trim

RUBBER Check the condition of coolant/fuel/
oil hoses and bushes. They could be perished

SERVICE HISTORY Is it complete?

DAMAGE REPAIRS Needs to be first-rate

LACK OF USE They don’t like to sit around
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Red cam covers go with the Testarossa – ‘red head’ – name. The well-developed 
flat-12 engine received 48 valves in this application and is reliable if well 
maintained: inspect the service history. Infrequent use leads to gummed-up 
fuel metering heads, resulting in poor starting. Electrical issues are rare

The dogleg five-speed transmission 
can baulk when cold, but is strong 
and pure Ferrari. The 512TR clutch 
is a good upgrade for earlier cars

All Testarossas had leather trim; 
check for wear on bolsters and for 
damage to seat mechanisms. New 
dash tops cost up to £2000 to sort

Michelin TRX tyres for the early cars 
are hard to find and £400-500 each; 
16in tyres are cheap for the front but 
£300-500 at the rear. Check their age

A stainless exhaust was standard; 
many will have been upgraded but, 
if so, make sure it doesn’t spoil the 
engine’s sound or performance

From behind the wheel, the Testarossa is hugely impressive. Check that all of 
the instruments work; some switchgear is shared with cars as mundane as the 
Fiat Uno, but at least it’s cheap to replace. The helm is heavy when parking, 
but an electric power-steering conversion is available for around £3500

Pininfarina’s Testarossa 

shape is very distinctive 

from every angle. This 1991 

example is for sale at Classic 

Connection: 01425 489575; 

www.classicconnection.co.uk
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Phenomenal performance and a completely
untemperamental, hugely flexible engine char-
acterise the Testarossa; any car that does not
exude that character needs work. Used parts can
be found – Testarossas have been broken after
crash damage – and many ancillaries are shared
with other marques, which helps keep costs
down. Infrequent use can lead to dried-out fuel
residue fouling the K-Jetronic (or later Motro-
nic) injection systems, but any Bosch specialist
should be able to sort it out.

Engines are described as bombproof by
specialists, but if the worst was to happen,
secondhand units can be found for less than
£20k. Annual servicing, even if minimal miles
are covered, is advisable and every three years
the engine has to come out for drive belt replace-
ment. Up to 1991 it drops out below, complete
with the suspension, but from the 512TR on it
has to come out of the top, which is more costly.
Check the service history to see if it really is what
it’s claimed to be, with no gaps, and ideally
looked after by a reputable specialist.

Published servicing costs are less than £1000
for the basic service and under £2000 for the
cambelt service, but you need to budget £3500+
a year to keep a Testarossa in tip-top condition;
for example, last year’s service on the car in our
photos included cambelts, re-crackled cam
covers, cleaned/painted suspension, a brake fluid
change, an air-con recharge and a full clean and
polish inside and out, totalling £15,500.

On the road Owning one
Paul Whitbread bought
his Testarossa in 2015:
“Playing Outrun in my
youth, I said that one
day I’d have one – I love
those unique and radical
looks. After inspecting
high-milers in poor
condition, a friend
located an effectively

one-owner, UK-spec RHD car with sub-4000
miles that had spent 10 years in storage.
Without starting the engine, I had it transported
to Grimaldi for a complete engine-out refurb. It’s
all too easy to over-restore a car like this, but we
wanted to keep as much originality as possible.
Some hoses, timing belts and seals needed to be
changed, but the engine was in fantastic shape.
The fuel injectors were balanced, the seats and
headlining treated, the wheels refurbished and
new tyres were fitted. I’m now getting the car
Classiche-certified by Ferrari.”

“It’s all too easy to
over-restore a car
like this, but we wanted
to keep as much
originality as possible”

Alternatives

ASTON V8 VANTAGE 1977-’89, 534 built
Beautifully finished, refined, rapid and great  
to drive, the V8 Vantage was remarkably close 
to the Testarossa on performance: a distinctly 
British supercar. Price now £200-450,000

LAMBORGHINI COUNTACH 1974-’90, 2049
A crazy, uncompromised supercar with great 
handling, the Countach out-accelerated a 
Testarossa but couldn’t match its top speed. 
Now highly collectable. Price now £250k-1m

BUYER’S GUIDE

Running a Testarossa 

needn’t be the nightmare 

you’d imagine. Reckon on a 

few grand a year, although 

this one cost the owner  

a cool £15k last year
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The only blemish is a flake from the paint on the front wheel

Flat-12’s cam covers have been refinished by QV London

The carpets wear overmats and the dashboard is unmarked

This five-owner car has just had its third cambelt
service, the second in this ownership since 2013, 
during which time it has only covered 800 miles. 
It’s had two clutches, the last one 6000 miles ago 
in 2001, as part of near £10k of work with Tala-
crest. The total mileage is 21,390: the odometer 
reads in km because it was originally ordered for 
export to New Zealand, but never left the UK.

There are no scuffs, and earlier in this owner-
ship the doors were repainted; they match 
perfectly, even in bright light. The tyres are all 
decent Michelin Pilots, though they date from 
2000. Inside, it’s a similar story: just about 
perfect, except the right speaker panel is slightly 
loose. The headlining and carpets are excellent, 
and the Crema seat leather only lightly used.

It starts instantly from cold and, once the ’box 
has warmed up, is easy to conduct, with a taut, 
rattle-free chassis, smooth brakes, communica-
tive steering and immense pace. Oil pressure at 
3000rpm and above is 85psi, midway up the 
gauge in classic Ferrari style, and temperature is 
steady at 180ºF. Everything works – windows, 
mirrors and air-con – and it is sold with a sheaf of 
bills, two keys, an indoor car cover and a work-
shop manual. The MoT runs until 21 May.

One you can buy

If you want a seriously dramatic-looking and
driving classic Ferrari supercar that you can be
reasonably confident won’t bite you back with
horrendous surprise bills, the Testarossa is that
car. But buy carefully, get a prospective purchase
checked out by an expert who knows them, and
look after it with regular servicing and detailing.
And use it: too many sit around all year.

FOR
A dependable classic Ferrari supercar, at home
loping along open roads, that is also fun to drive
in the twisties; most have been cherished

AGAINST
Too wide for some roads and costly to run; many
on the market at present are overpriced

OUR VERDICTThe knowledge
TIMELINE
1984 Oct Testarossa introduced: single high-
mounted external mirror, Michelin TRX 415 or 
Goodyear 16in tyres on single-bolt knock-off 
mag alloys (standardised to 16in by 1986)
1986 Unique Testarossa Spider built for Gianni 
Agnelli; a few unofficial conversions followed
1987 Single mirror lowered, then second 
mirror added
1988 Five-stud alloys replace knock-offs
1991 Oct 512TR: 416bhp, 362lb ft thanks in 
part to higher compression, stronger engine 
castings, bigger inlet valves, revised cams, 
Motronic injection, 0-60mph in 5 secs
1993 Oct Anti-lock brakes added
1994 Oct F512M (Modificato) with covered 
headlights, Naca ducts, round rear lights
1996  Production ends

FACTFILE
Sold/number built 1984-’96/9958
Construction steel chassis/inner shell, roof and 
doors; aluminium wings, bonnet and bootlid
Engine all-alloy, dohc-per-bank, 48-valve 
4942cc flat-12, with Bosch K-Jetronic injection
Max power 390bhp @ 6300rpm to 
434bhp @ 6750rpm
Max torque 361lb ft @ 4500rpm to 
368lb ft @ 5500rpm
Transmission five-speed manual, driving rear 
wheels via a limited-slip differential
Suspension double wishbones, coil springs, 
telescopic dampers (double at rear), anti-roll bar 
Steering rack and pinion 
Brakes ventilated discs, with servo
Length 14ft 81/2in (4486mm)
Width 6ft 6in (1976mm)
Height 3ft 81/2in (1130mm)
Wheelbase 8ft 41/2in (2550mm)
Weight 3610-3527lb (1641-1603kg)
0-60mph 5.5-4.8 secs 
Top speed 181-196mph
Mpg 12-17
Price new £123,119 (1991)

CLUBS
The Ferrari Owners’ Club of Great Britain
01327 855430; www.ferrariownersclub.co.uk

SPECIALISTS
Ferrari Centre Maidstone 01622 759456 
Grimaldi 01787 474645 Maranello Classic 
Parts 01784 436222 Rardley Motors 01428 
606606 Superformance 01992 445300
QV 01753 620623 SMDG 01306 627770
Furlonger Specialist Cars 01233 646328
Keys Motorsport 01327 857368 Italia 
Autosport 01484 852544 Nick Cartright 
01629 56999 Eurospares 01787 477169

WHAT TO PAY (LHD 30% lower)
  Testarossa/512TR/F512M
Show/rebuilt  £125,000/150,000/175,000
Average  £95,000/125,000/140,000
High mileage  £70,000/95,000/110,000

Year of manufacture 1988 Recorded mileage 
34,424km Asking price £124,950 Vendor 
Runnymede Motor Company, Bucks; tel: 01753 
644599 For Meticulously kept, low mileage 
Against Aged rubber, small dashboard squeak

BUYER’S GUIDE





DEALER SHOWCASE
THE WORLD’S GREATEST CLASSIC MARKET STARTS HERE

The one-stop shop for all enthusiasts

Kidston SA: 0041 22 740 1939;
www.kidston.com

CASE HISTORIES  Cars for sale we’ve tested this month

Tests are carried out by experts and are a fair reflection of the cars on the day they were viewed. They should not be taken as a 
full inspection, and buyers must satisfy themselves of a car’s condition before purchase. Cars are sold without tax unless stated

TO ADVERTISE, CALL 020 8267 5277 OR E-MAIL ADS.C&SC@HAYMARKET.COM

Ultimate Car Care clearly and
simply breaks down how to
properly assess, correct and
protect your beautiful classic,
so it can be perfect for years
to come. To find out more, call 01451 810358
or e-mail ultimatecarcaretutorial@gmail.com

NEW FOR SEPTEMBER

y p 1972 Lancia Fulvia HF p217 1959 Morgan Plus 4 p224

What’s the most you’ve ever sold
a car for? Enough to be a world 
record, but not to scare the buyer 
off. We hold the record for the 
highest prices achieved for any 
McLaren or Lamborghini and are 
in the top three for Ferrari.

And the least? I recently sold an 
old A-Class Merc – bought for its 
registration – for the price of lunch.

What’s the one that got away? 
One? There are dozens! But an 
ex-Francorchamps Ferrari 250LM 
hurt when consigned to a rival sale 
house 20 years ago, and I turned 
down a ‘Hippy’ 917K when I could 
afford it. Bad financial choice but 
probably good for my health.

What would you never part with? 
My late father’s 911 RS. I recall it 
arriving new in ’73. That upholstery 
smell takes me to a happy place.

MEET & GREET
Simon Kidston

IN THE WORKSHOP  Essential products & services guide

Survey Services is currently 
the only firm in the UK 
offering asbestos surveys 
for classic vehicles, coupled 
with the facilities to correctly remove and dispose 
of any asbestos components discovered. Call 01452 
762721 or e-mail david@survey-services.co.uk

SERVICE OF THE MONTH

This right-hand-drive 1988 drophead coupé is in
immaculate condition, showing just 40,000 miles
from new. Finished in metallic blue, it is a truly

beautiful car, and is
currently based in
Sussex. For more
details, call David
on 07768 864439
(private sale).

ROLLS-ROYCE CORNICHE £115,000

PICK OF THE CLASSIFIEDS  Great classics you can buy

A desirable manual with 25,700km on the clock, 
this 1996 left-hand-drive Spider comes with a full 
service history and is Spanish registered, located 

near Alicante. 
For further 
information, call 
07504 886392 or 
e-mail rickstacey@

hotmail.com

FERRARI F355 SPIDER £84,900
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1991 AC COBRA LIGHTWEIGHT. bmbv_;7�bm��u-r_b|;��u;���b|_��Ѵ-1h�bm|;ubouķ���	ķ�ѶķƐƏƏ�lbѴ;v�=uol�m;���-1|ou��C�;7�ou7�"(��
ƒƏƑ�Ɣ�Ə�(Ѷ�;m]bm;��b|_�Ɣ�vr;;7�l-m�-Ѵ�];-u0o�ķ�Ƒ�o�m;uv�=uol�m;���b|_�-�1olru;_;mvb�;�_bv|ou��CѴ;���ѴѴ��;-|_;u�;t�brl;m|ķ�ƐƔ[�
�-Ѵb0u-m7��_;;Ѵv��$_bv�bv�-��mbt�;�orrou|�mb|��|o�-1t�bu;�-m��Ѵ|u-Ŋu-u;�oub]bm-Ѵ�����o0u-��b]_|�;b]_|��£175,000

1962 JAGUAR E TYPE SERIES 1 FHC. ƒ�Ѷ�Ѵ|uķ�&��oub]bm-Ѵ�!�	�l-|1_bm]�m�l0;uvķ�l-m�-Ѵ�];-u0o�ķ�Cmbv_;7�bm�!;7��b|_�$-m�bm|;ubouķ�Ɠ�
ru;�bo�v�o�m;uvķ�0;Ѵb;�;7�|o�0;�ƐƏƏ|_���$�r;�0�bѴ|ķ��om7;u=�Ѵ�_bv|ou��CѴ;�bm1Ѵ�7bm]�-�=u;v_���$��mঞѴ��rubѴ�ƑƏƐƖ�����;u��u-u;�
orrou|�mb|��|o�-1t�bu;�-m�;�|u;l;Ѵ��];m�bm;�;�-lrѴ;�|o�-rru;1b-|;�-m7�;mfo�ķ�v|-u|v�om�|_;�0��om�-m7�l;1_-mb1-ѴѴ��vo�m7�_o�;�;u�
|_bv � $�r; �bѴѴ -| vol; robm| u;t�bu; vol; 1ovl;ঞ1 $�� ou - =-m|-vঞ1 =o�m7-ঞom =ou - u;v|ou-ঞom ruof;1|� Enquire for further details.

);0ĺ�����u;7Ѵbm;r;�1o��h������$;Ѵĺ�ƏƐƖƒƑ�ѶƕƔƓƒƔ�������l-bѴĺ�bm=oŠu;7Ѵbm;r;�1o��h
)��)��$�$���&+�+�&!���	�!���!����""�����!ķ���"$��!���"����	��!���!!��$��*�����"

"���" | !�"$�!�$��� | �����������!����!" | "�!(�����

E N G I N E E R I N G  U K
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The Teddy Yip, Theodore Racing, Macau Winning 1970 Porsche 911S

1958 Jaguar XK 150 S 3.8 Roadster

T: 01202 531077           M: 07980700727

7KLV ULJKW�KDQG GULYH RSHQ WZR VHDW ;. LV LQFUHGLEO\ XVDEOH DQG LQ H[FHOOHQW FRQGLWLRQ� ,W EHQHƜWV IURP D FKDVVLV XS UHEXLOG
LQFOXGLQJ�&KULV�)RUEHV�HQJLQH��%URDGVSRUW���VSHHG JHDUER[� 6XIIRF 	 7XUOH\ WULP DQG�/HDSLQJ�&DWV�UH�VSUD\��0RGHUQ�XSJUDGHV�DQG�

the desirable louvered bonnet.

£179,995
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Full details and many pictures of these and other fine cars and motorcycles can be found at:

www.anthonygodin.co.uk
Sales Tel. 01622 814140 / 07769 970559

Viewing by Appointment only. Mereworth, Kent. UK.
Consignment Sales Undertaken / Cars and Motorcycles purchased.

‘Authorised Dealer’ 

1956 Jaguar MK1. 4.2 Litre Man/OD.

£39,995

1966 Lotus Cortina Mk1. Race/Rally.

£36,995

1959 Austin Healy Sprite. ‘Rally Spec’ fi tted 

with Shorrock C75B supercharger. £19,995

New Brough Superior motorcycles are available now from stock.

Call for specifi cation and price

1968 Jaguar E Type S1½ 4.2 Roadster. LHD restored

matching number example. £94,995
1990 Jaguar XJS V12 Cabriolet. 73,000 miles, 

FSH. Great Condition. £28,495

1989 Mercedes-Benz 500SL. One owner from new, 

34,000 miles FSH. Immaculate example. £49,995

Tel: 310-657-9699 • sales@heritageclassics.com • 8980 Santa Monica Boulevard, West Hollywood, California 90069

www.heritageclassics.com

1969 LAMBORGHINI ISLERO S:

Grigio Fumo with original Cinnamon pigskin interior, 
One of only 100 ever built, Driven only 8,854 original miles since new, 

even the original tires! In beautiful condition throughout. 
/ÀÕ�Þ��>}��wVi�Ì���ÌiÀ��À�>�`�V�>V�Ü�À	°��fÎÇx]äää°

1967 LANCIA FLAMINIA SUPER SPORT: Silver w/ Red leather, found 
���
>��v�À��>����ÃÌ�À>}i�v�À�Îx�Þi>ÀÃ°�č����VÀi`�L�Þ�Üi���«ÀiÃiÀÛi`����]�Ó°n�
��ÌiÀ�iμÕ�««i`�ÜÉ�x�Ã«ii`�E�ÌÀ�«�i�
>ÀLÃ�ÀiLÕ��Ì�LÞ�*�iÀVi��>��v��`�>�`�
�iÜ�ÃiÌ��v�*�Ài����/�ÀiÃ���Õ�Ìi`�Ü�Ì���iÜ��ÕLV>«Ã�>�`�ÌÀ���À��}Ã°�

6iÀÞ�À>Ài�`�ÕL�i�LÕLL�i�À��y��i.�"�i��v����Þ�£xä�LÕ��Ì°���}��Þ�`iÃ�À>L�i�
�Ì>��>��V�>ÃÃ�V�V��«�iÌi�ÜÉ��>�`L��	�>�`�Ã��«��>�Õ>�°��fÓnx]äää°



The DB9, the first Gaydon-built Aston Martin, sailed past its 10th birthday 
four years ago (and finished production two years ago) without anyone here 
noticing, though we did suddenly realise what great value they look – about 
half the price of a similarly-engined Vanquish and less than a Porsche 996 
turbo. So here’s one, in Mendip Blue. Service history is all with supercars, and 
this car has a near-full book with 13 stamps all from Aston main dealers 
(mostly Grange, Exeter) up to the 120,000-mile service, the last stamp 
being at 25,148 miles in November 2016.

The body and paint are essentially perfect, without any stone-chipping to 
the nose or scuffs to the front. There was one tiny area of blistered paint to 
the right side of the hatchback, which was due to be dealt with before sale, and 
the rear window is just starting to cloud at the lower corners, but that’s normal. 
The wheels are unscuffed, riding on a set of well-scrubbed original-equipment 
Bridgestone Potenzas, though a new set of rubber is included in the price. 

Inside, this car has the bamboo centre veneer. The rest of the dash, consoles 
and headlining are perfect, and the seat leather is only lightly worn. Everything 
works, including the sat-nav and air-con, which blows ice-cold.

The 5935cc V12 starts quietly and drive takes up smoothly. Gearchanges 
are precise on the paddles and near imperceptible in the ‘D’ setting, though 
notably snappier in Sport mode. The brakes are smooth – and just as well, 
because it can be exceedingly rapid, with an exhaust bark turning more savage 
the harder you press it. Despite all this, it’s easy and unintimidating to operate, 
and the only engine gauge is for temperature, which sits resolutely mid-way.

The MoT runs until 10 July, and there are two keys. Before it leaves Ripley 
it will receive that new set of tyres and a fluid service, and it’s sold with 
a six-month warranty, though this is extendable to three years for £1800. 
If you prefer a lighter blue, Renaissance has another car at the same price 
with similar mileage in Grigio Alloy with Sandstorm leather.

SUMMARY
EXTERIOR 
One paint blemish, due to be fixed
INTERIOR 
Almost like new
MECHANICALS 
Serviced to within an inch of its life
VALUE 
For Fantastic performance for the 
price; it’s an Aston
Against Too sombre? If so, no 
problem – there’s a choice
SHOULD I BUY IT? 
There are plenty out there to choose 
from, but this one is nicely kept and 
priced in the right ballpark, and also 
has new tyres and a warranty

Case histories

September 2018   Classic & Sports Car   205

ASTON MARTIN DB
Year of manufacture 2005 Recorded mileage 28,092

Asking price £41,995 Vendor Renaissance Classic Sports Cars, Ripley, 
Surrey; tel: 01483 225878; www.renaissance-classics.co.uk

WHEN IT WAS NEW
Price £103,000 Max power 450bhp Max torque 420lb ft 

0-60mph 5.1 secs Top speed 186mph Mpg 17

We test the classics that you can b y

SPEEDMASTER, SPECIALISTS IN HISTORIC AUTOMOBILES
Contact James Hanson on +44 (0)1937 220360 for more info

info@speedmastercars.com  www.speedmastercars.com

BMW E30 M3 1986

Finished in Diamond Black Metallic with black leather interior, 
this car has only covered 72,000 kms from new. Originally 

built in October 1986 and delivered to Germany, this car was 
exported back to the UK from Australia and is in excellent 

condition as you would expect for a dry climate car. Originally 
fitted with electric sunroof, heated washer jets, BMW 

Professional Radio and sound system. More recently the car 
has been updated with later style bumpers and front seats. 

Complete with book pack, tool kit, and service history.  
Price £45,995



D
EA

LE
R 

SH
O

W
CA

SE

206 Classic & Sports Car September 2018

Ferrari 250 GT/L Lusso 1964
Matching numbers, low mileage, interesting history including California and Switzerland, long-term ownerships 

in significant collections, Marcel Massini documented.

For sale direct from private owner in UK • Tel: +44 (0) 7730 911308 • E: veloce400@aol.com

One of the most beautiful Ferraris ever built, designed by Pininfarina, constructed by 
Scaglietti, Lussos were destined to be owned by serious enthusiasts such as Steve 
McQueen and Eric Clapton. Similar 3-litre Colombo V12 Tipo 168 engine, 2400mm 
wheelbase and chassis as incorporated in the legendary 250 SWB and GTO for excellent 

performance and handling, together with luxury.

Extensive mechanical overhaul just completed by Ferrari specialists including engine, 
suspension, steering, brakes, electrics, fuel system, cooling system. Carburettors re-

built, new clutch, flywheel, tyres and exhaust system.

History file including old California title copy, current UK V5 registration document and 
MoT certificate, invoices. Originally Oro Chiaro (Italver 19410M), a rare Ferrari colour of 

light gold metallic, with black leather, changed to red with tan around 1988.

Excellent condition throughout, believed to have covered only 25,500kms from new, and 
one of only 350 built of the final model in the 250GT series.

URGENTLY REQUIRED - CARS SIMILAR TO ABOVE - IMMEDIATE DECISION AND PAYMENT

info@svs-ltd.com
www.svs-ltd.com

0161 789 0504
07958 329443

1964 Fiat O.S.C.A 1600S Spyder LHD. Hard top and soft tops. Restored. Very stylish and very rare.

2002 Ferrari 456 M GT. Manual. RHD. 1 of only 33 cars. 22K miles. F.S.H. 2 owners only. Supplied new 
by Maranello to Eric Clapton. Mint condition.

1981 Rolls Corniche Convertible 5000 series RHD. Caribbean blue, beige hide. 22,000 miles only.
Mint condition, probably the best available

1976 Ferrari 365 GT4 2+2 Manual LHD. Verde Metallizzato, tan hide. Delivered new in Italy and totally 
restored in 2013/14 to concours standard by Automobile Tricolore. 1 of only 416 LHD examples
built with 5 speed manual box. Complete with service book, handbook, workshop manual plus a
complete tool roll.

1930 Standard Swallow Big 9 2 door sports saloon RHD. Very rare. Barn find for complete
restoration.

1959 Fiat O.S.C.A 1500S Coupe RHD. Grigio Titanio with black hide. Borrani wires. Total restoration.
Award winner. Absolutely stunning.

1966 Alfa Romeo Duetto Spider Boat Tail series 1 LHD. Rosso black trim. Magnificent condition.

1961 Jaguar Mk II 3.8 litre Auto saloon. LHD. Black with burgundy hide. Many upgrades, 4 speed
auto box. Restored by CMC. Magnificent condition.

1988 Maserati SI Biturbo coupe. LHD. Manual. 1,000 KM only, virtually as new. Probably the lowest
mileage Biturbo in the world.

1995 Porsche 993 Carrera 2 Triptronic RHD. Guards red, black hide. 78K miles. Full Porsche service
history with large document/invoice file, handbook, service book and tools. Absolutely Mint!

1966 Fiat Abarth 1000 OTS LHD. UK Reg. Set up for rally/fast road, period Campagnolo mag alloys,
rally seats. Magnificent.

1960 190SL Roadster LHD. Metallic blue, contrasting trim and hood. Excellent condition. Older
restoration ready to use.

1965 Fiat 1200S OSI Coupe LHD. Rosso. Total restoration to concours standard. 1 of only 70 coupes
built. Absolutely magnificent condition.

1964 Jaguar E-Type 3.8 FHC. RHD. UK car. Multi concours winner inc Benson & Hedges 1988 and
1990 JDC best in class plus more.

1964 Alfa Romeo 2600 Spider. LHD. UK Reg. Probably the finest available
worldwide.

Ferrari 250 Pontoon Testarossa Recreation. Recently completed using a UK 
RHD Ferrari donor car with an alloy body to a very high specification with 
fantastic performance and handling. Absolutely stunning.

2002 Ferrari 456 M GT. Manual. RHD. 1 of only 33 cars. 22K miles. F.S.H. 2 
owners only. Supplied new by Maranello to Eric Clapton. Mint condition.

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
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Tel: +44 (0) 1565 830423 www.brianclassiccars.com

1947 HRG 1100.

Extensive competition history from new. Fabulous history

i le including original sales paperwork, period racing

photo’s and trophies.

1961 Porsche 356B T6 Karmann Hardtop Coupe.

One of fewer than 600 ‘Notchbacks’ built on the T6

platform. Beautifully i nished in Aetna blue with blue trim.

1925 Vauxhall 30/98 Wensum. OE207.

The ex. Meeson/Munday Brooklands Gold Star winner. 

Meticulously rebuilt to concours standards by well-known 

specialists. Stupendous performance with looks to match.

1957 Bentley S1 Cont. Park Ward Coupe.

Design no. 701. Delivered new to a member of the DuPont

family. RHD. Factory sunroof.

1955 Porsche 356 Pre-A Speedster.

A most charming, early Speedster. One of the last Pre-A 

examples. Previous owner for 40 years.

1950 Frazer Nash Le Mans Replica.

Chassis no. 421/100/112. The 1950 Turin Motor Show car. 

Fascinating documented history. Raced successfully by 

its last two owners.

:(�6285&(�6,*1,),&$17�	�5$5(�

9,17$*(�72�02'(51�5$&(�	�52$'�&$56

Work with our team which knows how to find rare collectibles from vintage to modern.  

We’ve purchased some of the most significant cars if not THE most significant within the last 6 months including:

Buying, building and selling collections for over 25 years.

Call us to buy your next investment or to sell your prized possession. 

Contact J.R. Amantea at +1-203-537-1804, Connecticut, USA
gtmotorcarsllc@gmail.com • www.gtmotorcarsllc.com

2008 Ferrari F430 Scuderia: 
Possible lowest mileage one in existence. 397 original miles.

SOLD: 2003 C5R: Raced and finished 
on Podium at 24 hours of Lemans and raced by Dale Earnhardt Jr.

SOLD: 2015 LaFerrari, 
Last LaFerrari produced for the U.S.

SOLD:  2004 Carerra GT: 
2k Miles, Owned by Actor Tim Allen
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WWW.VSOC.NL

Contact: Alex von Mózer
VSOC Mme Curiestraat 8 Sassenheim The Netherlands, www.vsoc.nl 
Phone +31 252 218 980 Fax +31 252 218 981 e-mail: info@vsoc.nl

Alfa 6C 2500 SS Cabriolet PF 1948
Alfa Romeo 1900 CSS 1955
Alfa Giulietta Spider 1960
Alfa Giulia 1600 Sprint 1962
Alfa Giulia 1600 Sprint GT 1964
Aston Martin Mk II short chassis 1934
Aston Martin DB 4 S5 Vantage 
Austin Healey 3000 Mk 3 1964

BMW M635 Csi 1986 143’km
BMW Z8 2001 65’km
BMW Z1 1991
Ferrari 250 GT Lusso 1964
Ferrari 365 GT 2+2 1970
Ferrari 308 GTS 1979
Ferrari 550 Maranello 2000 67’km
Jaguar XK 150 DHC 4.2 litre 1959

Lancia Hyena 8’km
Maserati Quattroporte 4700 1965
Mercedes 380 SL 1985 19’mls/32’km
Mille Miglia cars; several available ASK
Porsche 911 3.2 Targa 1985
Porsche 993 Carrera S 1998 21.000 mls!
Sunbeam Alpine 1961
Triumph TR2 1954 longdoor

More interesting cars we have available: 

VSOC works as a consultant for acquisition and sales on behalf of discerning enthusiasts since 1992. Call us to discuss your wishes!

Alfa Romeo 2000 
GTV 1973
Great car, 

super colour 
combination, tinted 

glass, with fresh 
engine rebuilt 

delivering 135 bhp.
Euro 45.000 Euro

Invicta S type 
Low Chassis 

Drophead Coupé 
1934 

4 1/2 Litre 

Meadows engine.  

Chassis S161 

comes with 

a continuous 

history, the car 

is in excellent 

restored 

condition. 

Euro 925.000

Alfa Romeo 
Giulietta 1300 

Sprint 1955 

original Dutch 

delivery in The 

Hague, very early 

chassisnumber, 

restored, Nardi 

fl oor shift.

Euro 79.500 
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T: +44(0) 1625 360 736  www.2bc-automotive.com paul@paulbentleylimited.com

1988 Aston Martin V8 Vantage Volante ‘X-Pack’. RHD, UK Supplied example, chassis 

#15660 is 1 of 166 Vantage Volante X-Pack built. Finished with a Tungsten grey exterior and a 

Parchment interior with a black hood. Complete with an extensive restoration and service history

file. A detailed service has just been completed with Aston Engineering Derby. £314,850

1995 Ferrari 456 GT. Uk-supplied, RHD manual, 13,700 miles. Rosso Monza exterior 

with a Crema interior. A superb example of a limited production, low mileage, manual GT 

V12 with exceptional documented ownership and service history from new. £74,995

2001 Ferrari 360M Coupe UK-supplied, RHD, manual, 21,800 miles, Argento 

Nurburgring exterior, Nero leather interior with “medium”carbon-fibre seating, 

unused schedoni luggage. Complete ownership & service history. £76,950

2006 Ferrari F430 RHD 3,900 miles, 2 previous owners, the last for 11 years. 

Nero Daytona exterior, Daytona crema interior, Nero stitching, leather headlining, 

carbon zone, yellow calipers and Scuderia shields. Complete main dealer 

service history and freshly serviced. £118,850

Paul Bentley Limited
SALES, BROKERAGE & ACQUISITION OF CLASSIC & PERFORMANCE CARS

>L�HJ[P]LS`�W\YJOHZL�JHYZ��IPRLZ��IVH[Z�HUK�^H[JOLZ���=PL^PUN�I`�HWWVPU[TLU[�VUS`
;\UIYPKNL�>LSSZ��2LU[������ ����������������������������[VT'Q\Z[PUIHURZ�JVT

^^ �̂Q\Z[PUIHURZ�JVT

1995 Lotus Esprit S4S RHD, £29,995 1954 MG TF 1250 Roadster LHD, £17,995 1992 Peugeot 205 CTi RHD, £17,995 2001 Mercedes-Benz CL600 Coupe RHD, £6,995

1973 Iso Lele Coupe RHD, £39,995

1988 Ferrari 412 Auto RHD, £34,9951972 Ferrari 365 GTC/4 Coupe LHD, £274,995
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FANTASY JUNCTION
A Family Operated Broker of Fine Collector Automobiles and Vintage Race Cars Since 1976

1977 Maserati Bora 4.9, s/n AM117/49US1004. Preservation
Grade 11,000 Mile Example, One of just 235 4.9L Cars Produced,
and Among the Finest Extant. Certified by Maserati Classic.

$225,000

1990 Ferrari Testarossa, s/n ZFFSG17AXL0085816. An Excep-
tional Testarossa. Records Back to New, Window Sticker, Books,
and Tools. Current on Service and Immaculate. 

$129,500

1966 Ferrari 275 GTB Alloy Long Nose, s/n 08117. 1 of 80 
Aluminum-Bodied Long Nose 275 GTBs. Ferrari Classiche Certified 
Matching Numbers Example Presented in Original Colors. Offered 
with Tools, Massini Report, and ACI Registration Records        

$3,175,000

1973 BMW 3.0 CSL, s/n 2275047. Matching Numbers City 
Package CSL in Original Colors. Much Recent Maintenance, Runs 
and Drives Great. 

$205,000

1145 PARK AVE. EMERYVILLE, CALIFORNIA  94508   |   1-510-653-7555    |   WWW.FANTASYJUNCTION.COM

Agressively pursuing business. We welcome all offers Give us a call.

1963 Porsche 356 B Super 90 Coupe, s/n 213963. Compre-
hensively Restored Matching Numbers Super 90 Coupe in Great
Colors. Structurally Excellent Longtime California with All Original
Panels.    

$114,500

1988 Porsche 911 Carrera 3.2 Coupe, s/n WP0AB-
0912JS120852. 7,700 Mile G50 Carrera 3.2 in Cassis. Superb 
Original Condition with Original Paint, No Modifications, and Sport 
Seats.       

$99,500

8PWVM" ��� ���� �������� d -UIQT" WKM([\ZILIMKWZ[I�KWU

TWKI\ML�KTW[M�\W�)U[\MZLIU

???�;<:),)-+7:;)�+75

1972 FERRARI 365 GTC/4
Design and body by Pininfarina in

Turin. Tubular chassis. Only 505

examples made. 4.4 liter V12 four-cam

engine by Colombo with six Weber

carbs. Matching numbers. Ferrari

�ůĂƐƐŝƐĐŚĞ ĐĞƌƟĮĞĚ� tŝƚŚ DKd ĂŶĚ

�ƵƚĐŚ ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƟƚůĞ� ZĞĂĚǇ ƚŽ ĚƌŝǀĞ�

tŝƚŚ� �ŝƌĐŽ� ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞĚ� ǀĞƌǇ

ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů ĂŶĚ ŝŶ ǀĞƌǇ ŐŽŽĚ ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶ�

1965 LANCIA FLAMINIA SUPER 

SPORT 2.8L 3C BY ZAGATO
Very rare. 1 of only 150 built. 

Zagato design alloy body. 3C 

engine 3 carburetor. 5 owners, 

ŶĂŵĞƐ ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ� ĂƐ ŝƐ ƚŚĞ ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�

ƟƚůĞ� DĂƚĐŚŝŶŐ ŶƵŵďĞƌ� ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�

ŐĞĂƌďŽǆ� �ǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ ǁŽƌŬ ŚĂƐ ďĞĞŶ�

done recently. Exterior Grigio New 

DĂƌŬĞƚ� ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ ďůĂĐŬ ůĞĂƚŚĞƌ��

1961 Lancia Flaminia

�ŽŶǀĞƌƟďůĞ

�ůĞŐĂŶƚ /ƚĂůŝĂŶ ƐŝǆƟĞƐ ƐƉŝĚĞƌ ǁŝƚŚ

alloy body and strong alloy engine.

New sold in Switzerland 1961. Body

by Touring Superleggera in Milan Italy

ϭ!ϲϭ� Ϯ�ϱ ůŝƚƌĞ sϲ ŽŶĞ ĐĂƌďƵƌĞƩŽƌ�

Only 421 examples made. Blue with

crème leather interior. German

ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ ƟƚůĞ ĂŶĚ ǀĂůŝĚ dƺs�

1963 FERRARI 250 GTE  

Pininfarina project
One of only 954 examples made 

between 1959 and 1963. Needs full 

ƌĞƐƚŽƌĂƟŽŶ��tĞ�ĐĂŶ�ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚůǇ�ƌĞƐƚŽƌĞ�

this car for you. It is missing engine, 

ŐĞĂƌďŽǆ��ƌĞĂƌ�ĂǆůĞ��ĨƵĞů�ƚĂŶŬ��tŝƚŚ��h�

import documents. Customs Paid. 

tŝƚŚ�h^�ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ƟƚůĞ�

BROKERAGE

For further information, please contact Lennart Schouwenburg at Strada e Corsa BV
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**STOCK REQUIRED** - If you have an interesting Vintage or Classic car you wish to sell, please contact us.

1962 AC Aceca 2.6 Ruddspeed
1 of 4 RHD AC Aceca with the 2.6ltr Ruddspeed developed Ford engine in stage 2 tuning from 

new. It was 1st owned by Ian Fleming of James Bond Fame and now beneits from a recent 
£90,000 overhaul by Jim Stokes Engineering ensures the car is in top condition. £POA

2002 Aston Martin DB7 Vantage Volante
his is an excellent example of these 6.0 Ltr, V12 roadsters. he car has covered only 26,000 

miles and is in lovely condition.
£42,500

1982 Ferrari 512 BBi
his excellent example comes in its original colour speciication of Bianco Polo with Pella 

Crema and accompanied by its Ferrari Classiche Certiied and original handbooks.
£250,000

1932 Lagonda 3 Ltr Tourer
A wonderful example of these elegant vintage tourers. 1 of only 66 Lagonda 3 Litres remaining, 
this car has its matching engine and chassis with a beautifully crated T2 touring body that was 
made for the car by the renowned vintage restorers South Cerney Engineering in the late 1970s. 

£115,000



This Bentley, one of only 1703 T-series cars as opposed to almost 17,000 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadows, has an interesting history, having been owned in 
the 2000s, part of the time in Germany, by a record company executive who 
at the time also owned ‘Blue Lena’, the ex-Keith Richards Silver Cloud III (C&SC, 
October 2015). Before that it was owned by a Michael Caine (though probably 
not that one), and ran in the Crystal Palace Sprint – there’s a picture on file.

The service history goes back to 1988, when it was still being serviced by 
main dealer Jack Barclay of London. Bills total £10k since 1999, which included 
extensive brake work, the last one for £1664 for DEW Services of Oxford to go 
right through the suspension in 2015. Old MoTs confirm the mileage.

It was last painted (and taken back to bare metal) in around 1990 and still 
presents really well, with nice double coachlines. All of the chrome is very good, 
save a little speckling on the left side of the front bumper. The wheeltrims are 
straight and the tyres are five correct Avon Turbosteels, with plenty of tread 
left. The exhaust system looks recent, too.

Inside, the dash top and timber are very good, as is the headlining, and the 
leather trim is only lightly worn, with just a little cracking on the sides of the 
front seats – plus the four-way electric adjustment still functions. There’s 
a Becker Mexico Pro CD player fitted.

The engine is tidy, with fluids all good and clean. The transmission fluid is 
sweet-smelling, and there are no leaks from underneath, including the diff.

Turn it on, press the oil-level button and all the warning lights illuminate 
(important, because two of them monitor the health of the high-pressure 
braking systems). It starts easily and drives like it should, with smooth 
gearchanges, working kickdown and a nicely cushioned, shudder-free chassis. 
The brake pedal is firm, though needs a harder shove than we’re used to, and 
everything works including electric windows, mirrors (from a Shadow 2) and 
air-con, though the speedo and electric aerial don’t. The MoT runs to November.

SUMMARY
EXTERIOR 
Straight; older paint is still 
deep and shiny
INTERIOR 
Very original and very good
MECHANICALS 
All together, with evidence of 
ongoing care
VALUE 
For Elegant and well preserved
Against Slightly noisy air-con pump
SHOULD I BUY IT? 
If you can’t afford Blue Lena… 
but seriously, this is a lovely old 
thing and must be one of the 
nicest T1s around

Case histories
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BENTLEY T1
Year of manufacture 1971 Recorded mileage 62,116 

Asking price £29,950 Vendor Avantgarde Classics, Fazeley, Staffs; 
tel: 01827 288177/07968 694448; www.avantgardeclassics.co.uk

WHEN IT WAS NEW
Price £9148 Max power c220bhp Max torque c350lb ft 

0-60mph 9.6 secs Top speed 118mph Mpg 11

We test the classics that you can b y
Gavin McGuire’s

Fine Automobiles
Telephone/Fax 0044 (0) 1892 770310
Mobile Phone 0044 (0) 7770 316482
E-Mail gavinmcguirecars@gmail.com

Web site www.gavinmcguire.co.uk
Junction 6 on the M25 Motorway

Just 70 minutes from Dover
20 minutes from Gatwick

All of my cars are on
www.gavinmcguire.co.uk

1935 Lagonda M35R sports 
tourer £127,500

1930 Riley 9 Mk 1V 2/4 seat 
tourer £17,950

1901 Georges Richard 8hp 
twin £155,000

1902 5hp Oldsmobile  
£47,000

1967 Morris Minor Traveller  
£13,500

1948 Bristol 400 (MM 
eligible) £39,950

1920 Humber 15.9 hp tourer  
£36,500 

1912 Mors 12/15 hp Tourer 
£32,500

1972 Heritage C Type Jaguar 
£69,950 

1969 Jaguar E Type 4.2 Litre 
£65,000 
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VMS

Valley Motorsport Ltd.

71b Clywedog Road East

Wrexham Ind. Estate

Wrexham LL13 9XE

Contact: Nigel Morris

Tel: +44 (0) 1978 661862

Mobile: +44 (0) 7974 820721

Email: valleymotorsport@tiscali.co.uk

LISTER JAGUAR KNOBBLYLOLA T70 Mk3B

JAGUAR XK120 RHD Roadster 1951

Lola T70 Mk3B Chassis No: HU76-165 was the final Mk3B continuation car to be built by Lola in

2008. Fully rebuilt and superbly presented in Team VDS colours. HU76-165 has proven to be one

of the fastest T70’s racing in the last 3 years with race wins at Spa, Zolder and Zandvoort including

Pole Positions and fastest laps. Recent new FIA bag tanks and a spares package to include wheels,

engine, gear ratios and front bodywork built up ready to go.

Finished Mist grey with red leather interior, this Matching numbers UK RHD XK120 Roadster has

been subject to a recent no-expense-spared mechanical and cosmetic renovation. Mechanical works 

completed included overhauling the brakes, steering, suspension, all bushes and carburettor, as well 

as the supply and fitting of new exhaust system, vitreous enamel manifolds, shock absorbers, rear 

leaf springs, clutch, plugs, brake lines, fuel lines, petrol pump and complete electrical system.

This beautiful Jaguar is in excellent condition and is a credit to the previous owner.

Having covered only 35,828 miles with MOT’s going back to 1993 to confirm this in the history 

file. The car has had just 3 owners from new the last owner purchasing the car in 1995.

VMS have carried out an inspection and the car has been through our workshops so it is now 

ready to cruise along in comfort wherever you wish to go.

Lister BHL-128 was originally supplied to Boeing and fitted with experimental aerodynamic

bodywork for testing.128 was repatriated to the UK in the 80’s and re-bodied as a Knobbly.

This car is considered to be one of the most successful and fastest Lister’s currently racing with

successes including Stirling Moss trophy title, wins at all major European circuits and victory at

Goodwood in the Sussex trophy and Archie Scott Brown Trophy. Recently refreshed and supplied

with engine capacity certificate to conform with Stirling Moss Trophy Regs.

£450K

£105K

£950K

£25KJAGUAR XJS COUPE 1989 V12 Auto

The UK’s largest Lotus parts stockist. Please call us for all your part requirements.
Bromsgrove, B60 1DE. Email: enquiries@paulmattysportscars.co.uk  •  www.paulmattysportscars.co.uk

TELEPHONE 01527 835656

LOTUS CARS URGENTLY REQUIRED!
Please try us for an immediate, courteous quote – Nationwide collection service.

Wanted urgently, all Lotus cars, any age or condition, nationwide collection.

For all your Lotus Classic parts, Please try us fi rst!

Please call Paul or Kate in sales on 01527 835 656, or email sales@paulmattysportscars.co.uk for more info.

LOTUS ELAN S4. 1969.

This car was fully restored by one of 

our Lotus championship competitors. 

It was fi nished in 2013 when it had 

been converted from fi xed head to 

drop head, new hood, re-painted, 

chassis replaced & all the mechanical 

components restored as necessary. 

Then it was purchased and sold to 

the last owner. It has good service 

history and was fully serviced last 

year when it had a new clutch put in 

it. We will include a new MOT & service 

in the price. The car looks and drives 

extremely well and at a snip at only 

£29,950

LOTUS ELAN S2 1965.

Medici Blue. Ex Norman Lupton 

restoration. Very low mileage 

since completion. This car has 

been restored to the most exacting 

standards in every detail to include: 

- correct rubber mats, correct trim, 

woodrim steering wheel, original 

jack and tools to name just a few. 

Comes with handbook signed by Ron 

Hickman the designer.  £47,500

LOTUS ELAN S2 1965.

In stunning Medici Blue. It’s been 

exquisitely restored from the ground 

up. Restored by Ken Myers over 10 

years ago. Only 4,800 dry miles since 

restoration. It has been a multiple 

concours winner and is a wonderful 

addition to any serious car collection. 

£47,500

LOTUS ELAN S4 FHC. 1970.

Having suffered an accident early in 

it’s life, this car was rebuilt using a 

new body shell and a Tony Thompson 

26R chassis. The engine was rebuilt 

by ourselves to 140BHP 6,000 miles 

ago. This is a very quick car which 

is not immaculate but is ideal for 

the new owner to drive and gently 

improve it. £22,950
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AUTHENTIC CLASSIC CARS

1958 - Mercedes 190 SL, high quality restoration in 

every detail. Matching numbers. Price - 180000 Euros

1991 - BMW Z1 with the very rare Wiesmann hardtop.
35000 km, all the original books and manuals.
Fantastic throughout condition. Price - 65000 Euros

1970 - Porsche 911 2.2 Turbolook, original electric 

sunroof. Matching numbers. Price - 70000 Euros

1972 - NSU TT, prepared for racing, two engines, one 

with fuel injection (120 hp). Price - 36000 Euros

1972 - Porsche 911 S 2.4 (oil trap), impeccable. Original 

electric sunroof. Matching numbers. Price - P.O.R.

1973 - Porsche 914 - 2.0, detailed high quality restoration. 

Still with the original books. Price - 42000 Euros

1976 - Porsche 911 Carrera 3.0 Targa, Porsche Certificate 

of Authenticity. Matching numbers. Price - 95000 Euros

1978 - Mercedes-Benz 230 C, impeccable, original electric 

sunroof. All the original books. Price - 18000 Euros

1987 - BMW M3 (E30), high quality documented 

restoration. Original electric sunroof. Price - 68000 Euros

1996 - Bentley Continental R Coupe, 65000 km, impeccable 

with all the original books. Alpine stereo, Price - 79000 Euros

1994 - Audi RS2, belts, tensioners and water pump

replaced. All the factory extras. Price - 39000 Euros

1995 - Ferrari F355 Spyder, manual 6-speed gearbox. All belts, 

tensioners, filters and tubes replaced. Price - 90000 Euros

www.lisbonclassics.com           00351964014758  Portugal         pl@lisbonclassics.com

Please contact us at:
Tel: +1-631-425-1555 e-mail: racer355@aol.com
203 West Hills Road, Huntington Station, New York 11746 USA 

Sales, Service & Restoration of Vintage, Classic & Exotic Automobiles

Up-to-date Inventory and Information at www.AutosportDesigns.com

Sales, Service & Restoration of Vintage, Classic & Exotic Automobiles

Up-to-date Inventory and Information at www.AutosportDesigns.com

FERRARI 330 GTC, 1967, Pino Verde/Tan, Long term 
ownership, Superb in every way, Recently serviced, 
Documented by Massini  $P.O.A.

TOYOTA 2000GT, 1967, Bellatrix Yellow/Black, 1 of 84 
factory LHD, Recent concours repaint, Engine rebuild, 
NOS wheels, Superb provenance having been in the 
ownership by widely acknowledged Toyota 2000GT 
authorities Robert Tkacik and Peter Starr. $ P.O.A.

ASTON MARTIN DB5 COUPE, 1965, California Sage
Green/Tan, Recent cosmetic restoration, Fully ser-
viced, Concours condition, Original LHD, 5-speed
manual, Factory air conditioning.  $P.O.A.

BENTLEY 4.5 LITRE BLOWER BY PETERSEN, 1928,  
Green/Green, #14 built by Bob Petersen Engineering, 
Fantastic driving experience. As new.  $P.O.A. 

ASTON MARTIN DB 2/4 DROPHEAD COUPE BY GRABER,
1954, Dove Grey/Blue/Blue Mohair top, 4-Speed manual,
Pebble Beach award winner, One of few Graber coachbuilt
Astons, Superb throughout.  $P.O.A.

JAGUAR XK-120 SE ROADSTER, 1954, Silver/Red, 
Restored & modified by noted Collector, Lee Troxel, 
Perfect for vintage rally & road tours.  $215,000.00

LAMBORGHINI COUNTACH 5000 QUATTROVALVOLE 
DOWNDRAFT, 1986, Black/Champagne, 32,000 
km/19,000 miles, Over $125k recently spent on ser-
vice/restoration, One of the best DD Countachs 
available.  $P.O.A.

ASTON MARTIN DB5 COUPE, 1965, Caribbean 
Pearl/Blue, 5-Speed manual, Factory air condition-
ing, Original LHD, Concours restored by marque 
specialist, Shown at Pebble Beach, One of the last 
five DB5’s manufactured, Superb in every respect.  
$P.O.A.
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Mario Bernardi
Klassische Automobile GmbH

Sales, Service & Restoration  34346 Hann. Muenden • Welfenstr. 1 • Germany  +49 172 691 3028  www.mariobernardi.de

La Cavalleria

Cars in stock

Alfa Romeo 2600 Spider 1962

Ferrari 212 Export Vignale Berlinetta 1951

Ferrari 250 GT Boano 1956

Ferrari 250 GT Pininfarina Coupé 1960

Ferrari 250 GT Cabriolet Serie II 1961

Ferrari 250 GT/L Lusso 1963

Ferrari 330 GT America 1963

Ferrari 275 GTB/2 Longnose 1965

Ferrari 275 GTS 1966

Ferrari 275 GTB/4  1967

Ferrari 330 GTC rosso 1967

Ferrari 330 GTC grigio metallizzato 1968

Ferrari 365 GTS/4 Daytona Spyder 1971

Ferrari 365 GTB/4 Daytona celeste 1972

Ferrari 365 GTC/4 1972

Ferrari 456 GT 1995

Ferrari 575 Superamerica 2006

Ferrari 430 GT3 2007

Ferrari 458 Speciale giallo modena 2013

Lamborghini Miura P 400 1968

Mercedes 300 SL Roadster 1960
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PORSCHE • JAGUAR • FERRARI • MERCEDES • ASTON MARTIN

OVER 60 VEHICLES IN STOCK • CURRENT INVENTORY ONLINE

Call or stop by in Southern California:  1665 Babcock Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Tel: 949-650-4718 • info@europeancollectibles.com • www.europeancollectibles.com

We have been producing Concours show winners for over 30 years. 

the classic of your dreams at 
European Collectibles.

From concours winning showcars to 
daily drivers, we have the perfect classic for you.

BUY, SELL, CONSIGN, RESTORE

1959 Devin SS: One of three proto-
types built, an amazing example.

1956 Chevrolet Corvette: 
Cascade Green – LS3 6.2-L V8.

1959 Porsche 356A Convertible D:
2 to choose from.

 1967 VW Pop-Top & 1966 Westfalia:
2 available.

1974 Porsche 911 Carrera Coupe:
Original paint & interior.

1973 Ferrari Dino 246 GTS Giallo:
 Fly Yellow with Black Daytona seats.



This Fulvia – arguably the best model, if not as collectable as a Fanalone – is
almost like new, being fresh out of restoration. It was owned by racer Robs
Lamplough from 1995-2011, and he sold it to Black & White Garage.
The next owner purchased it in 2012 and started the restoration at
IN Racing. Williams took over the project and had it finished.

The body was dipped and is rot-free; the floors and jacking points are
perfect, though some of the welding and the finish in the boot is a bit rough.
The paint is excellent, the subframes and wheels are refinished and underneath
the stainless exhaust, dampers and suspension rubbers are new, plus there
are five fresh Michelin XASs. This is the Lusso version, which would have had
bumpers, though they’ve been deleted. About 400 right-hookers were built.

Inside, the headlining looks recent, with new leather bucket seats and good
vinyl to the rear bench. The dash timber has been refinished, the instruments
are excellent and the only minus is that the dashboard’s plastic moulding has
a small crack on the left corner by the grabhandle, plus there are two small
nicks in the gearlever gaiter.

The motor is clean, leak-free and just put back together, now with an electric
fuel pump after the mechanical item got tired, plus a high-torque starter. The
Webers have foam filters (removed for our photos), the oil is cleanish and up to
the ‘max’ mark, the coolant full and green-tinged, and the brake fluid is new.

It starts easily, soon settles to idle and goes well, in a fizzy, short-geared
sort of way. It wants to rev and has a nice, taut ride with no rattles from the
front suspension. The 1/2in of static play at the steering-wheel rim disappears
on the move. There is a bit of noise when you lift or brake, which could be the
gear linkage interfering with something, but it doesn’t sound serious and is
possibly to do with alignment on what’s still a new build. The oil pressure reads
up to a maximum 100psi at revs, dropping to 75psi at a warm tickover, and
temperature only got a third of the way up the gauge.

SUMMARY
EXTERIOR
New paint; refinished wheels
INTERIOR
New seats and headlining
MECHANICALS
All rebuilt; excellent oil pressure
VALUE
For Super rebuilt example
Against That lift-off noise probably
wants investigating
SHOULD I BUY IT?
Unrestored or older-restored cars
are £10k cheaper, but you couldn’t
replicate this for the price. Great set
of ’screen stickers, too, though we
doubt ‘Whizzo’ will let you keep them

Case histories
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LANCIA FULVIA 1.6HF COUPÉ
Year of manufacture 1972 Recorded mileage 29,326 

Asking price £50,000 Vendor Barrie Williams, nr Silverstone; 
tel: via 07770 502221

WHEN IT WAS NEW
Price £2322 Max power 115bhp Max torque 112lb ft 

0-60mph 9.5 secs Top speed 112mph Mpg 26.2

We test the classics that you can buy 

Ferrari 355 spider
£Call 1998

Ferrari 365 GTC/4
£Call 1972

Ferrari 355 GTS
£Call 1998

Ferrari 355 spider
£Call 1998

Ferrari 550 Left hand drive
£Call 1997

Ferrari 360 Modena manual
£Call 2001

Ferrari 246 GT

Sales, Service & Restoration
Ferrari Specialist

Experience the Experience.

www.rardleymotors.com

Sales: 01428 606616 Service: 01428 606606

Call for Price

01622 851841
www.percivalmotorcompany.co.uk

Percival Motor Company. The Old Forge, Pye Corner, Ulcombe, Maidstone, Kent ME17 1EH

1990 Porsche 944 Turbo

250bhp, 73,000 miles with history,

black leather, air con ........................

..................................... ...... £24,995

Displayed in New York, now 

restored............. ..............................  

............................................ £23,995

1960 Reliant Sabra factory Protoype

1957 Vauxhall Victor F type

1 owner to 2008 and then beautifully

restored, outstanding ......................

............................................ £17,995

Older restoration and well cared for, 

delightful....... ...................................  

............................................ £11,750

1936 Morris 8 Tourer 2 seater

34,000 miles, cream upholstery, 

immaculate.. ....................................  

............................................ £13,995

1976 BMW 525 E12 automatic

11,000 miles since new, correct and 

immaculate throughout ...................  

............................................ £11,995

1974 Austin 1800 automatic
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THOROUGHBRED MOTORCARS

68+ great cars currently in our Gladstone showroom.

1962 CORVETTE “FUELIE” ROADSTER. An
original and correct Southern California fac-
tory fuel-injected car Flawless body, excel-
lent factory hard top, convertible top and
interior. Full history. Drives unbelievably

well. 61,078 miles $117,500.

1960 BENTLEY JAMES YOUNG
CONTINENTAL S-II SALOON. Rare (one of

36), sold new to Sir Egbert Cadbury of
Chocolate fame. Beautiful Garnet body with
as-new natural tan Connolly hides. 41,437

miles. $185,000.

1953 CHRYSLER IMPERIAL TOWN LIMOUSINE
1 of 243 ever built with the special body as
recorded by the Chrysler Archives. A fabu-

lous, original documented California car with
records and just 11,222 miles. 2018 AACA

First Prize winner. $48,000.

1948 JAGUAR MK IV.  3.5 litre, 3-position
drophead coupe.  1 original owner for 40
years with all records. Fewer than 20,000

total miles and documented full  restoration
with detailed provenance and Heritage Trust
Certificate.  19,612 actual miles. $175,000.

1963 MB 220SE CABRIOLET. California 
1-owner car before fully restored & brought 

here by its 2nd owner in ‘71.  Unusually 
optioned w/ 4 bucket seats & factory 

“Kuhlmeister” a/c. Magnificent thruout, Original 
manuals, tools, etc. 70,348 mi. $125,000.

1971 ALFA ROMEO 1750 GTV. A local car 
with beautiful deep red paint (originally 

Ochre), excellent black leather and 14 inch 
Panasport alloys. Original engine is now fitted 

with twin Webers and runs great!  58.381 
miles. $44,000

1986 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA CABRIOLET.  
A gorgeous car in black with black top, 

Cashmere leather, factory 16” alloy wheels 
and 5-speed transmission.  Sold and ser-

viced by us. 72,747 miles. $46,500. 

1984 RR CORNICHE CONVT. Magnificent, just 
traded in on pre-war RR by local owner.  

Georgian Silver w/ sumptuous black leather 
piped in grey, virtually perfect black top & top 
boot. All original tools, manuals and prove-
nance. 29,522 documented miles. $72,000.

WE LOVE INTERESTING CARS AND OFFER THE FOLLOWING FROM 
AMONG OUR CURRENT SELECTION OF MORE THAN 60 GREAT EXAMPLES

www.mmc-paris.com
136, Boulevard Suchet - 75016 Paris - m.mhitarian@mmc-paris.fr
Tel: +33 (0)1 46 47 29 29 - Fax +33 (0)1 46 47 29 28

Chelsea Cloisters Garage Offi ce - Sloane Avenue - London SW3 3DL
M: +44(0)7 484 907 054 - T: +44(0) 20 7589 9686

Ferrari 275 GTB /4 1967. Silver with Black

leather Blue carpet. Restored. Classiche Ferrari.

Matching. Fresh engine redone. Just stunning.

Porsche 930 Turbo 1986. Black with black leather.
Only 2 owners with 41 000 kms. Fully restored by

Porsche Centre.

Ferrari 355 Challenge. #104487 Ex Charly White Winning car
in Ferrari UK Challenge. 18,000 kms. Complete restoration

done By Toni Autos in Maranello. Ready to race or to enjoy.

Viper GTS C40 winning World championship 
FIA GT 2001. Winning 24 of Spa 2001 with 

Bouchut & Belloc. Ready to go.

Ferrari 550 Barchetta 2001. Edition number 253/448. 
Yellow with Black leather. 3 owners. Fully documented. 

Hard Top. 36,000 kms. €310,000

Ferrari BB 512 Carbs. 1980. Red with black leather coming 
out from a Complete restoration. 54 000 kms original 
mileage with a fresh engine done. Absolutely new car. 

Ferrari 275 GTS #8015 1965. Matching. Pino verde 
red interior.
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THE LARGEST CLASSIC CAR SHOWROOM IN LONDON STOCK URGENTLY REQUIRED
We can arrange worldwide shipping and classic car finance, Classic Car storage available.

0208 871 1357

The Original
CLASSIC AUTOMOBILES

Classic Automobiles Worldwide Ltd.  
Armoury Way, Wandsworth, London SW18 1EZ. Telephone: 020 8871 1357 Fax: 020 8871 1979

www.classic-car-london.com e-mail: sales@classic-car-london.com

1971 Mercedes 300SEL 
6.3 This left hand 
drive example has been 
restored beautifully and 
features sunroof and air-
conditioning.

1939 Daimler DB18 
by the Carlton Carriage 

Company, loaned to 
Winston Churchill for 
his campaigns in 1944 

and 1949.

1960 Daimler SP250 
Dart, 46,000 miles 

from new, last owner 
20 years with huge and 
interesting history file. 

1965 Jensen CV8 
convertible, the only 
one produced by 
Jensen. 2 owners from 
new and superb history.

��*������������	�	��	�
��
�'����' ����������������		�����
��
��$%��%&"$����$%��$���(((���%&"$����$%��$�����$�%�%�"($"" ��)��##"�!& �!&

LOLA T70 MKIII Coupe 1967

1 of 9 genuine coupe, SL73 / 111 was delivered in June 1967 to Yonque Rosqvist of Sweden. Rosqvist immediately won the 1967 Swedish 
championship with the car. Gunnar Carlsson, Ronnie Peterson and Ulf Norinder drove the car Beginning of 1968 SL73 / 111 made its way to the 
US, where Harvey Snow and David Briggs entered it in the famous Can-Am championship with Ed Leslie behind the wheel. William Otto purchased
it in 1973 and kept it until 1985. SL73/111 then went through several owners in the US. It was restored in 1996 and the car was imported in France
in 2004. SL73/111 still retains today its original monocoque, engine, interior and an original MkIII bodywork. A unique opportunity to buy a 
genuine Lola T70 MK3
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Austin Healey Specialist

www.murrayscott-nelson.com

www.classic-spares.com

01723 361 227 | info@murrayscot t-nelson.com
Murray Scot t-Nelson, Beaconsf ie ld St reet , Scarborough YO12 4EL

Austin Healey 3000 Mk 3 BJ8 phase 2. Ex US car. Subject of 

no expense spared restoration. Totally rebuilt on to new chassis; has 

covered less than 1400 miles since completion. Finished in the classic 

duo tone colour scheme of Healey Ice Blue over Ivory White with blue 

leather trim and blue mohair hood weather equipment. Fitted with 

stainless steel sports exhaust, aluminium rocker cover, power socket, 

wood rim steering wheel and 72 spoke chrome wire wheels. £115,000 

Austin Healey 3000 Mk 2 BT7 Tri Carb. Ex US car. Subject 

of an older, fully documented nut and bolt restoration by leading 

marque specialist with only summer use since. Meticulously maintained 

throughout. Finished in pale primrose yellow with black trim & weather 

equipment. Fitted with works rally style grille, front wing cooling vents, 

rear bumperettes, tubular exhaust manifold with sports exhaust 

system, 72 spoke chrome wire wheels and overdrive. £65,000

Austin Healey 100/6 BN4. 1957 Longbridge Ex US car.

Subject of a no expenses spared restoration. Rebuilt on to new 

chassis, all new aluminium body and louvered bonnet. Fitted with 

high specii cation engine, triple Webbers and sports side exit

exhaust. Finished in Colorado red with black trim, black mohair 

hood and black mohair tonneau. Fitted colour coded 72 spoke wire 

wheels and overdrive. Only 70 kms since completion. £90,000

Austin Healey 3000 Mk 3 BJ8 Phase 2. Ex US car. Subject 

of an older total nut and bolt restoration. We refreshed the car 

approx. 2 years ago and it has covered less than 5000 summer miles 

since 2004. Finished in Colorado Red with black leather trim and 

weather equipment. Fitted with stainless steel wire wheels, spot 

lights, Cape sport luggage rack, aluminium radiator, Kenlowe cooling 

fan, stainless steel sports exhaust system and overdrive. £79,950
Please visit our website at www.uksportscars.com for thirty other carefully selected Lotus, Caterham, performance and classic

vehicles. Should you be thinking of selling any of the above or similar please contact us for a no obligation discussion - 

YOUR CAR WANTED!
FULL PAINT SHOP & SERVICING FACILITIES

COMMISSION SALES UNDERTAKEN ON MOST BRITISH CLASSIC & SPORTS CARS

TEL: 01227 728190
WEBSITE: www.uksportscars.com E-MAIL: sales@uksportscars.com

VW SPLIT SCREEN CAMPER. ONE OF A NUMBER WE

HAVE IN STOCK. SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS.

AUSTIN HEALEY 100/6 BN4 2+2, 1958. SUPERB 

CONDITION THROUGHOUT. 4 SPEED WITH OVER 

DRIVE. £54,995

LOTUS ELISE S1,1996. LAST OWNER 18 YEARS.  

MMC BRAKES. FULL HISTORY. £14,995 

LOTUS ESPRIT S2, 1978. LOW OWNERSHIP AND 

MILEAGE. RE-TRIMMED TO ORIGINAL SPEC. £29,995

 

LOTUS ESPRIT V8 TURBO, 1996. 42,000 MILES.   
FULL FAWN LEATHER. A/C. FULL HISTORY. £36,995

LOTUS ELAN+2S130/5. ACTUAL LONDON  

MOTOR SHOW CAR. £35K RESTORATION. £34,995
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www.oselli.comvisit our web site for more information visit our web site for more information

CLASSIC &
SPORTS CARS

01993 849610Oselli Engineering est 1962

Check out our web site for all Aston Martin and other cars for sale

1979 Aston Martin V8 Volante

Finished in Light Blue with Beige trim piped Dark Blue with dark

blue carpets and mohair hood. Huge history file with engine rebuild,

repaint, suspension and six speed manual box.  £POA

1957 MGA

Body off ‘nut & bolt’ restoration by Oselli. Huge spec including

1950cc engine, five speed gearbox, leather trim, chrome wire

wheels etc etc.  £POA

1998 Aston Martin V600 Vantage

Finished in Royal Blue metallic with Parchment piped Blue trim, 

Blue carpets.  28,000 miles with full Aston Martin service history 

with new clutch & new gauges.  £POA

1958 MGA
Rebuilt and restored by Oselli to a high specification including 

1950cc engine, five speed gearbox, power steering. Full nut and 

bolt restoration. Finished in Austin Healey Ice Blue with just 1800 
miles since the restoration.  £POA

2001 Aston Martin DB7 Vantage Volante

Finished in silver Blue metallic with Black trim and Black hood. 

52,000 miles with full service history.  £39,950

1958 MGA in Old English White with Burgundy
Rebuilt and restored by Oselli to a huge specification including 1950cc 
stage 2 engine, five speed gearbox, disc brakes, negative earth with 
alternator charging and electronic ignition. Chrome wire wheels, 
restoration history file and just 17,000 miles since nut and bolt 
restoration finished.  £POA
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TELEPHONE 01257 470034 FAX 01257 470036 
MOBILE 07944 890271

e-mail abbasjav@hotmail.com 
www.mikeabbasclassiccars.co.uk

For 40 years we have specialised in Export Sales, outside of the UK. The majority of our clients are located overseas. We can offer
low cost transport to the following destinations:

DUBAI - PORT JEBEL ALI / PORT RASHEED. HONG KONG PORT. MALAYSIA - PORT KLANG. England - Portsmouth / Dover 
/ Harwich / Southampton / Newcastle / Hull / Belfast / Ashford / Folkstone. Italy - Milan / Verona. Greece – Athens . Spain - Madrid
/ Barcelona / Zaragoza / Valencia / Seville / Malaga. France - Paris / Lyon / Bordeaux / Nice. Belgium - Brussels / Liege . Holland

– Amsterdam. Germany - Dusseldorf / Berlin / Stuttgart / Hamburg. Sweden – Gothenburg. Norway – Oslo. Finland – Helsinki.
Denmark - Greve / Esbjerg. Czech Republic – Prague. Poland – Warsaw. Switzerland - Zurich. Hungary – Budapest. Austria – Vienna 

. Eire – Dublin. Also, of course we can arrange LOW COST SHIPPING to ANY country!!!!

1957 MORGAN +4 HISTORIC IMPORTANT CAR
WITH PERIOD RACING HISTORY FROM THE
1960S - ORIGINAL RIGHT HAND DRIVE / THE
ENGINE WAS REBUILT PROFESSIONALLY
WITH LITTLE MILEAGE SINCE

1965 TVR GRIFFITH 400 (EX WILLIE GREEN) - ONE OF
THE ORIGINAL 20 ULTRA RARE RIGHT HAND DRIVE
TVR GRIFFITH 400 EXAMPLES MANUFACTURED /
FULL CURRENT F.I.A. PAPERS / FRESHLY REBUILT V8
ENGINE TO THE LATEST HIGHEST SPECIFICATION BY
PETER KNIGHT / FEATURED IN OCTANE MAGAZINE
NOVEMBER 2013 / SERIOUS OFFERS INVITED!!!
ELIGIBLE FOR WORLDWIDE HISTORIC EVENTS
INCLUDING GOODWOOD!

1965 AUSTIN HEALEY 3000 BJ8 - LEFT HAND DRIVE.
FULLY RESTORED IN THE LATE 90’S INCLUDING
BODY / PAINT / CHASSIS / ENGINE /GEARBOX AND
OVERDRIVE. CORRECTLY MAINTAINED.

1967 MASERATI MISTRAL - RARE ORIGINAL RIGHT
HAND DRIVE EXAMPLE / RARE ORIGINAL ALUMINIUM 
BODIED EXAMPLE / RECENTLY RESTORED WITH 
LITTLE MILEAGE SINCE.

1964 FACTORY BUILT AC COBRA MK IV LEFT HAND DRIVE. MR. STEVE HITCHENS COMMISSIONED THIS 
CONTINUATION CAR FROM AUTOKRAFT (BRIAN ANGLISS) - AC CAR FACTORY.  MR. STEVE HITCHENS 
COMMISSIONED 2 UNITS TO BE MANUFACTURED FOR HIMSELF WITH THE CORRECT RARE 7 LITRE 
SIDE OILER 427 ENGINE AND TOP LOADER GEARBOX FITTED AT THE AC FACTORY. SEMI LIGHTWEIGHT 
SPECIFICATION BUT FITTED WITH THE COMPETITION BONNET AIR INTAKE. APPROXIMATELY 10 IN TOTAL 
WERE MANUFACTURED BY THE AC FACTORY WITH THE 7 LITRE ENGINE. THERE IS A COMPREHENSIVE 
HISTORY FILE THAT COMES WITH THE CAR AND A VAST AMOUNT OF EXPENDITURE ON THE CAR ITSELF 
WITH JD CLASSICS AND CLASSIC MOTOR COMPANY (CMC) WHO CARRIED OUT A FULL ENGINE REBUILD 
WITH LESS THAN 1000 MILES SINCE AT OVER SIXTY THOUSAND POUNDS. THERE ARE VARIOUS INVOICES/
RECEIPTS DOCUMENTING ALL EXPENDITURE. CORRECTLY REGISTERED AS A 1964 AC FOR EASY WORLDWIDE 
REGISTRATION!  NOTE THIS IS ONE OF MY OWN PRIVATE CARS AND IT TOOK ME MANY YEARS TO FIND THIS 
GENUINE ALUMINIUM AC FACTORY BUILT COBRA.

1962 JAGUAR E TYPE 3.8 SERIES 1 ROADSTER - LEFT HAND 
DRIVE / ORIGINAL FACTORY BLACK WITH RED LEATHER 
INTERIOR CONFIRMED BY THE JAGUAR HERITAGE 
CERTIFICATE / MATCHING NUMBER CONFIRMED BY THE 
JAGUAR HERITAGE CERTIFICATE SHOWING 21754 MILES 
.....YES, TWENTY ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND 
FIFTY FOUR MILES!
THIS JAGUAR NEVER NEEDED RESTORING, BUT ALWAYS 
MAINTAINED TO THE HIGHEST LEVEL! NEW JAGUAR 
MOHAIR HIGHEST QUALITY HOOD IN ORIGINAL COLOUR 
BLACK STAINLESS STEEL EXHAUSTS.  THIS CAR SOUNDS 
AND DRIVES ABSOLUTELY BRILLIANT - IT IS THE ONLY 
WAY TO DESCRIBE THIS CAR AND ULTRA RELIABLE!  THIS 
IS A ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY TO OWN A TRUE 
MAGNIFICENT  JAGUAR E TYPE!

1989 FERRARI TESTAROSSA - LEFT HAND DRIVE / 
ONLY 22,000 KMS FROM NEW ( 13670 MILES FROM 
NEW ).  RECENT FULL PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
AND CHECK OVER INCLUDING NEW CLUTCH 
/ NEW BELTS ETC.  BEAUTIFUL CONDITION 
THROUGHOUT

1974 DE TOMASO PANTERA - LEFT HAND DRIVE  / 
THIS CAR HAS LIVED ALL OF HER LIFE IN THE DRY 
SUNNY STATE OF CALIFORNIA! / 27,600 MILES FROM 
NEW / THE CAR WAS THE SUBJECT OF A BARE METAL 
REPAINT A FEW YEARS AGO / ENGINE REBUILT AT 
26,185 MILES.  EDELBROCK CARBURETTOR / NEW 
DISTRIBUTOR / NEW BATTERY. WILWOOD BRAKES 
/ AIR CONDITIONING WITH R-134 CONVERSION / 
SPORTS EXHAUSTS / NEW CORRECT MICHELIN 
PERIOD XWX RADIAL TYRES / ORIGINAL WHEELS 
FULLY REFURBISHED BY UK NO.1 MAGNESIUM 
WHEEL SPECIALIST! CHROME REAR ANTI ROLL BAR. 
ORIGINAL SERVICE MANUALS / RECEIPTS / MANY DE 
TOMASO MAGAZINES

Marcel Roks Consultants

Steenweg op Turnhout 84 - 2330 Merksplas - Belgium.

Tel. +32.14.478.900 Mobile. +32.476.886.518

Website: www.mroks.com E-mail: classics mroks.com

Aston Martin DB4 S3, 1963. RHD. Lancia Delta EVO-1, 1992.

Alfa Romeo Giulietta Spider Veloce, 1958. Maserati 4.9 Bora.

Bristol 401 project. Mercedes 300 SEL 6.3, 1969.

Chevron B16 BMW S2, 2004. Mini Cooper S, 1971. FIA G2 racing-car.

Corvette C2, Coupe, 1964. FIA. Morgan Plus-4 DHC, 1956. Project.

Diva GT 1300 C, road-registered. FIA. Morris Mini Moke, 1968.

Diva GT 1300 Le Mans, alloy bodied. March 732 BDG F2, 1973.

Ford RS200-S Group-B, 1986. Peugeot 402 Eclipse, 1937.

Grac MT-14B, 1972. Alfa 2.0 engine. FIA. Porsche 911, 1965.

Porsche 911 2.4S Targa, 1972. Porsche 911T, 1968.

Ferrari 308 GTS Quattro-valvole, 1984.

Alfa Romeo ES30 SZ Zagato, 1991. 

CLEEVEWOOD GARAGE
Sport & Classic Car Specialist

Tel: 0117 956 7144 www.allsportscars.co.uk

Cars wanted similar to above. Please call with whatever available!

1964 Rover P4 110. RHD. 66,000 miles.
Manual Overdrive, last year made this model,
totally original condition - Garaged all its life,
would be very hard to find one in this good
a condition, TAX and MOT exempt. £10,995

1973 BMW 2002. Manual RHD.
5 Speed. Extensive history, all old

MOT’s £22,000

1969 Lotus Elan +2. Fully rebuilt including
chassis & engine. New interior including
dash, new head, servo & door hinges & alloy
radiator. New solid drive shafts fitted. Manual.

69K miles. A Superb Car! £29,995

1972 Triumph TR6 150 BHP. Man/OD.
RHD. Man/O, 70,000 miles. 3 owners,
last owner since 1985. Full documented
history, Full and half Tonnau TAX and

MOT Exempt. £26,995

2012 Mercedes Benz- AMG 6.3.
RHD. 17,000 miles. 2 door, coupe,
full service history, 1 owner, black
with black leather, panoramic roof.

£29,995

1965 Ford Mustang Coupe 289.
5.7 Litre. Manual. LHD. Pony interior
Good Solid Car, tax & MOT exempt.

£19,995

1967 Jaguar E Type Series 1.

Opalescent green metallic. Fully
restored, a very nice car. RHD. 4.2

Litre. Manual. £140,000

1981TalbotLotusSunbeam.2200cc.Manual.6100
miles. RHD. F.S.H, 5 speed Dogleg Box, LSD, Uprated
suspension,CDplayer, leatherseats,superOscars,half
cage, minilites + original wheels. Just had full engine

rebuild 200 miles ago, Circa 215 BHP. £27,995

1971 Triumph Vitesse. 2000cc.
Manual. 52,000 miles. RHD. Family
owned from new. Original handbook,
service book & sales leaflet with price

list. £14,995

1965 Ford Thunderbird. 6.5 Litre.
Manual RHD. 390 Ci BIG Block- Superb!
This Car is Winner of several major
shows. New hood and carpet, Drives like

New. £39,995

1972 Triumph Stag. Auto. RHD. Large
history file, restored 15 years ago, nice
driving, solid car that can be used as is

car or taken to next level! £8,750

1973 Jaguar E-Type V12 Roadster. 5.3
litre. Manual. 76,000 miles. RHD. UK
Car, Full service history, extensive
restoration carried out by well known

specialist. £99,999
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View these cars and 32 other classics at
www.sussexsportscars.co.uk

Tel: 01273 477778 
Mobile: 07831 173729 Email: sales@sussexsportscars.co.uk

1962 TRIUMPH TR4. WORKS RALLY REPLICA
FULLY REBUILT.

SURREY TOP. OVERDRIVE. MANY REVINGTON
TR MODS.
£48,950

1961 VOLVO PV544.
NICELY RESTORED RARE CAR WITH 2

LITRE UPGRADE.
£17,950

1968 SUNBEAM ALPINE SERIES V.  
EX SHOW CAR IN EXCEPTIONAL CONDITION. 

LARGE HISTORY FILE.  
£19,950

1973 ALFA ROMEO GTV 2000. 
BARE METAL REBUILD. MANY ALFA UPGRADES.  

£39,950

1956 JAGUAR XK140 FHC. 
GENUINE RHD UK CAR WITH POWER STEERING 

AND OVERDRIVE.
£89,950

1968 JAGUAR E TYPE 4.2 ONLY 48K MILES 
FROM NEW. 

 FULL REBUILD INC EAGLE 5 SPEED GEARBOX. 
£110,000

SUSSEX SPORTS 
CARS LTD

CONSIGNMENTS WELCOME

350 ADAMS STREET, BEDFORD HILLS, NY 10507
Tel 914-997-9133   Fax 914-997-9136   sales@motorclassiccorp.com

 www.motorclassiccorp.com

FORD GT40 MK1, Precision constructed to '68 Le Mans
winner specs. Stainless steel monocoque, ZF trans 

axle, BRM magnesium wheels, small block 325 cubic 
inch, V-8 Dart Windsor. Gurney Weslake cylinder 

heads, Webbers, A/C. 200 miles since completion.

1977 PORSCHE 930 TURBO CARRERA: Silver/black.
12,800 original miles. Fully certified, serviced and

documented. Original paint. Built Feb. 1977. Looks runs
and drives as new. True investor/collector grade.

1964 COOPER MONACO TYPE 61, 327 fuel injected 
Chevrolet V8, 4-speed BMC Huffaker transaxle. Extensive 

documented race and ownership history. All original, 
recent comprehensive race prep, spare engine, body 

work and log book. $375,000USD

2009 FERRARI 430 SCUDERIA, Red/blk, 2-owners, 9300 
mi, Rosso calipers, Alcantara upholstery, red stitching, 
carbon fiber doors/steering wheel, Ferrari blue tooth, 

extinguisher, tools & manuals. Factory certified, as new. 
$219,000USD

1954 JAGUAR XK120 DROPHEAD COUPE, Matching
numbers, red/tan. Frame up restoration, show quality. 
triple SU carbs, stainless steel headers and exhaust, 
powder coated frame. Great rally event and show car. 

1975 MASERATI BORA 4.9, Rosso Fuoco/Crema, 
11,300 miles. 1 of 29 built in '75. Fully documented 
original example, original books, records, & tools. A 
true collector-grade investment, which can be shown 

and enjoyed on rallies & the road. $185,000USD

Ex Works Jupiter R1 1951. A Le Mans class winning car in 1952
�(�ŭ5(#-"#(!ŭĂā."ŭ�.ŭ)(��)ŭ#(ŭ."�ŭ-�'�ŭ3��,ņŭ�,#0�(ŭ�3
�,��&ŭ��+/�,.ŭ�(�ŭ�),�)(ŭ��#&%#(-ņŭ�"� )(&3 )(� &� .
�(�ŭ-/�$��.ŭ.)ŭ�ŭ.).�&ŭ,�-.),�.#)(ņŭ�).-ŭ) "#-.),3ĳ *").)-ņ
�)'*�.��ŭ�.ŭ ��ŭ�(-ŭ ��!�(�-Ňŭ�))�1))� ��0#0�& �(�
1)(ŭ#.-ŭ�&�--ŭ�.ŭ�/,&#(!"�'ŭ�)(�)/,-ņŭ čĂĊĆŇāāā

�"�0,)(ŭ�ĂĈ�ŭ �ăņŭ�"�--#-ŭ ()ŭ �ăŚĈāŚāĂ ."� �2 1),%- ��,
�,#0�(ŭ�3ŭ��(�ŭ�#-�&&ņŭ�).�&&3ŭ,��/#&.ŭ#(�&/�#(! �(!#(� �(�
�)2ņŭ�/&&ŭ�)�/'�(.�� "#-.),3ņ �)'*&�.� 1#." �)�3 ')/&�
�(�ŭ-�.ŭ) ŭ1�.-ņŭ čćĈŇĆāā ���

�-�,�.#ŭ �*3��,ŭ��ņŭ�(�ŭ)1(�,Ňŭ1#."ŭ ���ņŭ�(&3ŭ ăāŇāāāŭ'#&�-ŭ  ,)'ŭ(�1ņŭ�"#-ŭ ��,ŭ ��(ŭ)(&3ŭ�� ��-�,#��� �-
(�1ņŭ��,�ŭ'�(/�&ņŭ�)'�-ŭ1#."ŭ(/'�,)/(-ŭ�2.,�-ŭ#(�&/�#(!ŭ-*�,�ŭ1"��&Ňŭ!*-ŭ,��#)ŭ(�0#!�.),Ňŭ-%3"))% -/-*�(-#)(
-3-.�'Ňŭ"��.��ŭ ,)(.ŭ-��.-Ňŭ�)&)/,ŭ-.#.�"#(!Ňŭ,��ŭ�,�%�ŭ��&#*�,ŇŭĈŭŭ-*)%�ŭ�&&)3ŭ1"��&-ņŭ�0�,ŭčĈāŇāāāņāā 1"�(
*/,�"�-��ŭ ,)'ŭ�,�(�&&)ŭăāāĄņŭ�&/�ŭ1#."ŭ.�(ŭ#(.�,#),ņŭ�"#-ŭ"�-ŭ.)ŭ��ŭ*)--#�&3ŭ."�ŭ��-.ŭ�0�#&��&� čĄāŇĆāā

�ŭĂĉĳĉāŭ%ŭĂŭ ��,#�ŭ-�&))(ŭĂĊĊĄņŭ�(&3ŭ"��ŭ )/,ŭ)1(�,-ŭ
 ,)'ŭ(�1ņŭ�)'�-ŭ1#."ŭ�2.�(-#0�ŭ"#-.),3ŭ�(� #- #( �2��&&�(.
�)(�#.#)(ņŭ ����ŭ �/  ŭ &)!�))%ņŭ �(3ŭ *").)- ) ."�
,�-.),�.#)(ņŭ ��&#�0��ŭ ."�ŭ )(&3ŭ  ��,#�ŭ ��,ŭ #( �2#-.�(��ņ �
/(#+/�ŭ*#���ŭ) ŭ�ŭ"#-.),3ņŭ čąĊŇĆāā

�& �ŭ �)'�)ŭ �#/&#�..�ŭ �#ŭ ĂĊćāņŭ ĂĄāā ��ņ �"� ��, "�-
���(ŭ ,�-.),��ŭ #(�&/�#(!ŭ�)."ŭ�(!#(� �(� !��,�)2ņ �1#(
ąā ��)�ŏ-ņ �&� �	� *�*�,- �(� 	.�&#�( &)! �))%ņ �)0�&3
�))�1))� ��, �(� '�(3 )."�,-ņ čăĈŇĆāāŭ���

ăĉā ķ ăĆā �� ��!)��-  ), -�&�ņ ���ņ ĸ-�� 1��-#.�ĺ

��,.ŭ�2�"�(!� �&1�3- �)(-#��,��ņ �&1�3- 1�(.�� �&�--#� �(� "#-.),#� ,��� ��,ŭ*,)$��.-ņŭ
�)(-#!('�(. -�&�- �&-) /(��,.�%�(ņ

āĈĉćā ĉāćĊāą ĳ āĂąăā ĆăăĄĈĆ ĸ��'*-"#,�ĺ
�'�#&ňŭ(�1��,(�)..�!�į!'�#&ņ�)'ŭŭŭ���ŭ111ņ�,/(")&�#(!-ņ�)ņ/%

northshoresportscars.com
847.247.0447    Lake Bluff, IL   Norbert M. Bries, President

Authorized Agent
Serving Enthusiasts 

for Over 28 Years

1966 Austin Healey 3000 MK3/Red/

Black/82k Mi/OD/Excellent Driver ...... $49

1974 Lotus Europa TC Red/Black/5 Spd/

Restored/Big Valve/Cosmics ................$24k

1972 MGB Orange/Blue/4Spd/Rostyle/

BMCRadio/Tonneau/ShowQuality .....$20k

Opel GT Red/Blk/1 of a Kind/5 Spd 

Gretag/2Ltr/HREWheels/Spectacular$ 30k

1988 Porsche CarreraTarga Red/Tan/3 

owner Calf/58k Mi/Polished Fuchs .....$60k

1959 Mercedes 190SL White/Red/Restored 

/32k Mi/Webers/Rear Seat ................$119k

1958 Morgan Plus4 Bustle Back/White/

Red/ 72 Spoke Chrome Wires 27 ........$28k

1998 Morgan Plus 8 Blue/Blk/33k Mi/One 

Owner/ Rack/Fogs/Tonneau ................$49k

2002 Morgan Aero 8 Lemans Dewalt race 

car/Unrestored/Spares/Docs .................. $$$

2005 Morgan Aero 8 Blk & Silv/Red/8k 

Mi/Fitted Boot/V8/6 Spd/AC ................. $$$

2017 Morgan 3Wheeler Blk/Tan/New/39 

Mi/ChromePkg/Many Options ...........$58k

2018Morgan 3 Wheeler/2.0 S&S VTwin 

/5Spd/30/30 Warranty .........Taking Orders

1959 TriumphTR3A Red/Tan/ Chrome 

Wires/ Frame Up Restores/Fogs..........$35k



This TR3-engined Morgan, originally a left-hand-drive car supplied new to 
the USA, came back to the UK in 1991 and was restored from 2007-’10 on a 
new chassis, with new body (the replacement ash frame comes ready panelled), 
wings and bonnet with air scoop; only the steel radiator shroud is original. 
A little negative camber was introduced to the front, the engine was rebuilt 
and the interior was retrimmed.

That all can’t have been many miles ago – the recorded mileage may be since 
restoration – because it still looks fresh, riding on one-third worn Avon ZZs, 
dated to when it went back on the road. The spare is unused. The hood looks 
newish, with clear windows, and the sidescreens have been retrimmed.

The interior leather, including the transmission tunnel, is still supple and 
hardly worn. The carpets still look recent. The dashboard, pleasingly, was left 
untouched so it shows a nice patina, and the instruments are all good. The 
under-dash Clayton heater is either restored or a new repro item, seatbelts 
are fitted and there’s a lovely Bluemel’s wheel that does have a little telescopic 
play on the column so something needs tightening.

The 2-litre motor now wears an electric fan, and there’s a stainless exhaust, 
plus a new washer bottle and pump. The coolant is to the right level and passes 
the taste test, the oil is cleanish and to the ‘max’ mark.

It starts instantly from cold, with no tappet or chain noise, and is refined 
for a Morgan of this vintage, with no crashes or rattles from the chassis and 
a fairly smooth ride. It goes well, the Moss ’box has an easy change – though it 
will crunch if you rush it – and the disc/drum brakes pull up strong and straight. 
Oil pressure is a healthy 75psi at almost any revs when warmed up and the 
ammeter showed charge, though neither the fuel nor temperature gauges 
worked; they will at point of sale. 

Priced at almost £20,000 less than the other TR-engined Plus 4 in stock 
at Brands Hatch, this car looks pretty good value for a 1950s Morgan.

SUMMARY
EXTERIOR 
Nice and straight, with good paint
INTERIOR 
Leather is still quite recent; new 
hood and screens
MECHANICALS 
Very sorted, with good oil 
pressure, and nice to drive
VALUE 
For Almost like a new one
Against Make sure the gauges work
SHOULD I BUY IT? 
If you’re looking for a charming and 
even more ‘vintage’ alternative to the 
ubiquitous Plus 8, this completely 
rebuilt car is worth a look

Case histories
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MORGAN PLUS 4
Year of manufacture 1959 Recorded mileage 18,350 

Asking price £38,950 Vendor Brands Hatch Morgans, Borough Green, Kent; 
tel: 01732 882017; www.morgan-cars.com

WHEN IT WAS NEW
Price £1118 (1963) Max power 100bhp Max torque 122lb ft 

0-60mph 10 secs Top speed 103mph  Mpg 23

We test the classics that you can b y

www.vintageandclassiccars.co.uk

The Special Repair Shop, Bicester Heritage, Oxfordshire OX26 5HA.

Tel: 01869 249999 | Email: elder.vintage.services@gmail.com

The Motor Shed Ltd.

1903 MALLICET et BLIN 8hp four-seat rear-entrance tonneau .............................................................................................£110,000 
1913 OVERLAND Model 79TE 4-seat tourer, 35hp, 3.5 litres, VCC dated .................................................................................£37,750
1919 CHEVROLET 490 tourer.  Right hand drive .....................................................................................................................£17,000
1923 CADILLAC V8 Town Sedan .............................................................................................................................................£30,000
1923 RENAULT KZ camionnette utilitaire  ...............................................................................................................................£15,750
1925 ALVIS 12/50 SD open 4-seat tourer, rebodied in 29 by factory .......................................................................................£45,000
1925 MORRIS Oxford “Bullnose” 2-seat tourer & dickey ........................................................................................................£17,000
1926 SUNBEAM 25 up 4/5 seat tourer ...................................................................................................................................£20,500
1926 STAR 12/40 Pegasus narrow body sports 2-seat & dickey .............................................................................................£34,000
1927 CHRYSLER model 70 tourer ..........................................................................................................................................£34,000
1928 MORRIS Oxford 13.9hp Saloon, fl at rad. ........................................................................................................................£12,500  
1928 STAR Eclipse 4/5 seat tourer, restored beautifully, 60+ cruising  ....................................................................................£45,000
1928 SUNBEAM 16.9 divided saloon by Simpson & Slater of Nottingham ...............................................................................£30,000
1929 HUMBER  9/28 saloon ...................................................................................................................................................£12,750
1930 CROSSLEY 15.7 hp “delux”six-light saloon ...................................................................................................................£20,000
1930 HUMBER 16/50 Imperial 6-light saloon  ........................................................................................................................£17,000
1930 ROLLS ROYCE 20/25 Sportsman’s saloon by Southern Coach Work ...............................................................................£48,000
1931 ALVIS 12/50 TJ replica Cross & Ellis narrow tourer ........................................................................................................£42,500
1932 AUSTIN 7 super accessories 2-seater ...........................................................................................................................£12,250
1932 ALVIS 12/50 2-seat drop-head coupé, super history ......................................................................................................£35,500
1932 AUSTIN 7 RN saloon ........................................................................................................................................................£9,500
1932 MG J2 Midget 2-seat sports ..........................................................................................................................................£35,000
1932 MORRIS Major 6 2-door fi xed head coupe .....................................................................................................................£25,500
1932 RILEY 9 Holbrook tourer, twin carb., new rebuilt engine .................................................................................................£28,000
1933 AUSTIN 18/6 Carlton saloon ..........................................................................................................................................£17,250
1933 MORRIS 10/4 open road tourer with dickey ...................................................................................................................£15,500
1933    SIDDELEY Special all weather tourer .............................................................................................................................£85,000
1933 RILEY Grebe replica, 2-seat, 6 cylinder competition car .................................................................................................£76,500
1933 ROLLS ROYCE 20/25 Sedanca de Ville by Windover .......................................................................................................£44,000
1933 SUNBEAM 16 (18.2) 4 light Coupe with Sunroof ............................................................................................................£33,500
1934 ALVIS Silver Eagle Special, 2.7 litres, ex. Lt. Commander Clinkard .................................................................................£37,500
1934 AUSTIN 7 Box saloon ......................................................................................................................................................£7,750
1934 AUSTIN 7 Ruby................................................................................................................................................................£7,750
1935 MORRIS Oxford 20hp 4-door saloon, in need of some restoratio ....................................................................................£12,000
1935 ROLLS ROYCE 20/25 Limousine by Park Ward...............................................................................................................£37,500
1936 BUICK “McLaughlin” Sedan, straight 8 ..........................................................................................................................£12,500
1936 RILEY 12/4 Kestrel Sprite saloon ...................................................................................................................................£26,500
1936 TRIUMPH Dolomite 2-litre saloon ..................................................................................................................................£18,500
1938 MG TA Midget, open 2-seat sports .................................................................................................................................£24,500
1939 AUSTIN Big 7 ..................................................................................................................................................................£9,750
1939 BUICK Century sedan, straight 8 ....................................................................................................................................£14,000
1939 SS JAGUAR 1.5 litre, complete rolling chassis needing restoration ..................................................................................£4,500
1946 MG TC 2-seat sports  .....................................................................................................................................................£22,500
1947 JAGUAR  MKIV 3.5 litre Saloon ......................................................................................................................................£57,750
1947 WOLSELEY 14-60 saloon ..............................................................................................................................................£16,750
1949 ALVIS TA14 Saloon ........................................................................................................................................................£17,750
1952 ALVIS TC21/100 “Grey Lady” saloon .............................................................................................................................£27,500 
1951 MG TD 2-seat sports  ....................................................................................................................................................£20,500 
1953 BENTLEY R-type standard steel saloon, manual gearbox ...............................................................................................£22,500                     
1955 BENTLEY R-type saloon by HJ Mulliner, auto gearbox ....................................................................................................£35,000
1955 RENAULT  Dauphinoise van, UK registered, original, not restored .....................................................................................£8,750
1959 AUSTIN Princess Vanden Plas 7 seat limousine, superb. ................................................................................................£10,500
1966 JAGUAR Mk II 2.4 saloon, manual, o/drive, superb ........................................................................................................£30,000
1968 RELIANT Scimitar Coupe, 3 litre V6 .................................................................................................................................£9,500
1971 JAGUAR E-type series 2 4.2 roadster, now right-hand drive ..........................................................................................£78,000
1971 MG Midget with hard top .................................................................................................................................................£6,800
1971 MORRIS Minor Traveler .................................................................................................................................................£14,500
1972 TRIUMPH Stag, automatic, total restoration 2011 ..........................................................................................................£22,500
1991 MORGAN  4/4 2-seater, XR3 eng., 20k miles from new, full history ................................................................................£23,750
2001 MG F 160 Trophy, 43,000 miles, hardtop, trophy yellow ...................................................................................................£6,500 

of the legendary plus 8

The morgan factory, Sat 11 Aug 2018
Prescot Hill Climb, Sun 12 Aug 2018

Buy tickets now:
www.morgan-motor.co.uk/toth2018

or call 01684 573104

Thrill on the Hill

An event not
to be missed

www.berrybrook.co.uk

Dawlish Road . Exminster . Exeter . Devon EX6 8DN

morgan@berrybrook.co.uk

01392 833301

SOUTH WEST MAIN DEALER

NEW AND PRE-LOVED CARS . hire . servicing . Repairs . UPGRADES . full Restoration

(2017) PLUS 4
Ford 2.0 GDI 
Ferrari Grey 
Metallic

£46,995

(2013) 4/4
Ford 1.6 Sigma
Sport Red,
Tan Leather

£29,995

(UNREG) Plus 4
Ford 2.0 GDI
Sports Green,
Black leather

£51,299

(UNREG) Plus 4
2.0L
Porsche GT Silver, 
Mulberry Leather

£51,899

(2002) 4/4
Ford 1.8 Zetec
Connaught Green, 
Black Leather 

£24,995

(2014)  Three Wheeler
S & S 2.0 V-Twin
Sports Ivory,
Green Leather

£31,495

W h y  d r e a m  i t . . . L i v e  i t !

(1973) Plus 8
Rover 3.5 V8

British Racing Green 

£29,995

GREAT FINANCE DEALS AVAILABLE ON ALL MORGANS

Call for details t&c’s apply

want to sell your morgan?

Call us now
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for further details on any vehicle, full stock and new arrivals contact

01672 512879 / 07813394167 email: eccdavid.h@gmail.com
We are situated near Swindon at the foot of the Wiltshire Downs, 10 miles from the M4 jnc 16

1981 ALFA ROMEO GTV 2.0LTR

Just 30k genuine miles and 2 owners.

In superb, original condition inside &

out .................................................. .£13,995.00

2003 PORSCHE BOXSTER S

Meridian Grey with black leather,

just 3 owners, FSH, 87k miles. 

Sound pack, 18” turbo alloys.

Excellent condition. ...... £7,995.00

1987 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA 

SPORT 3.2 

A lovely example in rare Cassis red 

with cream interior. An original factory

Sport model with just 95k miles & a

massive history file ...............£46,995.00

1972 CITROEN DS23 PALLAS

Dark blue with blue cloth interior.

In very nice condition inside & out

....................................................£28,000.00

LANCIA FLAMINIA GT 2.5 3C
A very nice example of this stylish GT. In black 

with contrasting red interior. Much recent expense 

and with good history .......................£Please enquire

1960 LAMBORGHINI 5C CRAWLER 

Possibly unique in the UK, superb, 

restored vintage Lamborghini Crawler.

Beautifully restored and in full working 

order................................................................£POA

2014 McLaren P1
Bruce Canepa’s personal P1
spec’d new. Special Canepa
Blue paint, with $60,000 of
options from McLaren Special
Operations.One of 375 pro-
duced. 903hp twin-turboV8.

1998 Porsche 911 C2SANDIAL
A rare 3.8 liter conversion from

ANDIAL. 321hp, 374ft/lbs of
torque, custom gearing.Custom
interior trimmed by Canepa.

Turbo S Aerokit, matching numbers.
Driven less than 1,700 miles a year.

1966 Porsche 911
2QH RI WKH ÀQHVW RULJLQDO ���V
Canepa has ever had on offer.
Owned by the same family
for 49 years. Original paint and
interior, and matching numbers. In-
cludes original delivery paperwork.

2015 Porsche 911Turbo S
Porsche’s most powerful and ex-
pensive 911 in 2015. 552 horse-
power and 516ft/lb of torque.

Low mileage example with only
two owners. White over Luxor
Beige. 7-speed PDK transmission.

1992 Porsche 964 RS
3900 miles. Like new condition!
5DUH EODFN PHWDOOLF SDLQW ÀQ�
sh.Matching numbers lightweight
version of the 964. 345lbs lighter
than a stock Carrera.Twin-plug
ÁDW VL[ HQJLQH�

1967 Chevrolet Camaro
Dick Guldstrand’s famous

Trans-Am racecar,“Old Blue”.
Most recently owned and driven
by 2009Trans-Am championTomy

Drissi.Eligible for historic
racing worldwide.

1966 LolaT70
Can-Am racer with a 550+ horse-
powerV8.Last of the 67 Mk.2
spyders. First imported by
John Mecom. Restored by Mac
McClendon. Best in Class winner
at 2011 Amelia Island Concours.

Investment Quality Automobiles • Restoration & Vintage Racing Service • Motorsports Museum

canepa.com

00+1.831.430.9940

To see more information on our inventory above and all of 

our other inventory for sale, visit us at canepa.com

Want to learn more?

Visit our website at - www.RTCC.CO.UK - for more details

Tel: 0118 983 1200 | Email: richard-thorne@rtcc.co.uk | www.rtcc.co.uk
The Courtyard Garage, James Lane, Grazeley Green, Reading, Berkshire RG7 1NB

Urgently needed – Your car! Do you have a Morgan that you are considering up-dating or
selling? If so, we urgently need late, low mileage, well cared for examples of 4/4, Plus-4, Roadster,
Plus-8 and Aero-8.Take the hassle out of selling your car by calling John or Richard today on 0118
983 1200 to discuss your car and arrange a free of charge valuation inspection. Please note that
it is unlikely we will offer a valuation over the phone unless we have regularly seen your car.
We are main Morgan dealers with full dealership facilities and immediate cash settle waiting.

2018. Morgan Plus-4 Gdi. Our current demonstration car will be for sale 
shortly. Finished in beautiful Morgan Dove grey with Yarwood Brooklands black 
leather interior and matching de-luxe mohair weather equipment. Comprehensive 
specification is available upon request. Call now to view and test drive or reserve 
now with a small deposit. £49,950

2010. Morgan Roadster 3.0. Ibis white with Yarwood Lincoln green leather 
trim and matching green mohair weather equipment. Just two owners from 
new and only 6,521 miles with a full service history. The striking specification 
includes:- Large stainless steel wires, Two eared spinners, Luggage, 
Over riders (front and rear), Mohair side screen bag, Mohair hood cover, 
Embroidered head rests, Chassis rail covers, Moto-lite wood steering wheel. 
Not a traditional colour combinations but one that works really well. £39,950

2007. Morgan Plus-4 Duratec. This immaculate, 1 lady owner from new Plus-4 has covered just 
4,900 miles and is almost indistinguishable from a new car. Finished in stunning Jaguar Radiance 
red metallic with Magnolia leather piped red, maroon mohair weather equipment including 
matching side screen bag, hood and tonneau covers. 5 x stainless steel wires, Long bumpers, 
Two tread rubbers per side, Wing mounted side lights, Mesh grille, Walnut dash, Elasticated door 
pockets, Leather seat piping, Sun visors, Small chrome interior mirror and Radio/CD player. 
Supplied with a full annual service and new MOT ready to use and enjoy. £34,950

2007. Morgan Plus-4 Gdi. Morgan Sport Green with Yarwood Saddle Tan leather. One 
owner car has covered just 10,020 miles with a full Morgan service history. We will 
complete an annual service and MOT for the next owner prior to delivery. 5 x Stainless 
steel wire wheels, Over riders (front & rear), Easy-up hood, Leather bonnet strap, Mesh 
grille, Luggage rack, Side screen bag, Walnut dash, Wood Moto-lite steering wheel, 
Radio/CD player, Elasticated door pockets and Morgan fitted luggage. £39,950

2005. Morgan Plus-4 2.0 Duratec. Jaguar Gunmetal Pearl metallic with 
Yarwood Mulberry leather interior and matching mohair weather equipment. 
One owner with only 16,950 miles and full Morgan service history. Maroon 
mohair hood, side screens bag and tonneau cover, walnut dash, 14” Moto-
lite wood steering wheel, elasticated door pockets, radio/CD player, +8 
Alloys, long bumpers and side screen rack. £32,950
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www.totalheadturners.com
Over 40 Replicas / Classic Cars in stock

1966 C2 Corvette Stingray Convertible 
327cid 300 BHP. Matching numbers, 
genuine 47,800 miles with provenance. 
(1st owner 50 years in US) Now 2nd owner 
has UK reg. Original and correct. £59,995

2002 AC CRENDON Cobra CR026.
Powered by FORD 351 Windsor 5.8 V8.
Sounds and drives superb. £47,500

2011 AC AK SPORTSCARS Cobra. This 
AK Cobra is absolutely stunning in every 
way. One owner and only 4949 miles 
from new. Powered by an awesome 350ci 
5700cc Chevrolet V8 by BAE £45,500

Telephone: 07711 630348 or 01992 573564 Email: mark@totalheadturners.com

1965 AC Cobra MK111 427 SC (COX6136). 
This amazing Cobra is one of a handful of 
Aluminium Continuation cars built by AC Cars 
Ltd under ownership of Brian Anglis. The car 
shows on the Shelby American World Registry. 
The best Cobra there is £299,995

1966 Ford Mustang GT. This is a truly 
great example of a 1966 Mustang GT. 
Automatic. It’s the 289 ci, A Code 4.7-litre 
with its light and crisp colour combination 
it does not fail to impress. £44,995

2008 Cobra by AK Sportscars 6.3 Stroker V8. 6.3 
litre / 383ci Turn key Chevy small block stroker, Supplied 
by BAE (British American Engines) to 440 bhp spec. 5 
Speed box. Fully dressed. Hydraulic Power steering! 
Beautiful Cobra, very fast & a pleasure to drive. £45,000

2005 AK Sportcars Cobra, Supercharged!
This amazing car was factory built by AK as the
demonstrator to show off there superb quality
of cars. The 5700cc Supercharged engine
is the ultimate! Special CC05BRA number
plate! £49,750

Ford GT40 MK1 Replica by Tornado. 
Air conditioning! Powered by Ford 302 
V8 tuned 5 speed gear  Quaif differential,  
This is an amazing car to drive and a super 
Headturner £69,995

2010 AC Cobra by Gardner Douglas 
MK 4, LS V8. Powered by a GM LS V8 
injection engine, mated to a 6 speed gear 
box. Amazing driving Cobra. £55,000

2009 AC Cobra 427 SC by Pilgrim 
Motorsports. Powered by a 5700cc Chevy 
V8, Rolling road tuned to show 345.7 bhp 
and 348 lbft. This stunning SC look Cobra 
is only £33,500

2000 PORSCHE BOXSTER Evolution GT S.
Porsche Evolution GT S Convertible. Limited
edition factory build by Turismo, Chassis
no 001. Power circa 300bhp. Porsche 3.2 S
Power, 6 speed manual. £39,995

2002 AC PILGRIM Cobra. Cobra by 
Pilgrim Motorsports TVR 4.1 V8. Finished 
in absolutely stunning Candy Apple Red 
coachwork. Powered by a tremendous TVR 
4.1 V8, A beautiful Cobra for £31,995

T: +1-503-505-6200 • josh@a-gc.com • www.a-gc.com
678 N. Thompson Street, Portland, Oregon 97227 • USA

1976 Porsche 
930 Kremer 935

1976 Porsche
930 Turbo

1963 Shelby 
Cobra 289

1986 Ford
RS 200

Viewing by Appointment
15 minutes from Manchester Airport. 1hr 41min from Euston by train
tel: 07980 241177 or 01625 260913        email: info@ccbenz.co.uk

See www.ccbenz.co.uk for full descriptions and more photos

Cheshire Classic Benz

SL500 Roadster 1994M Midnight Blue, 
matching hardtop, Mushroom leather, 5 
speed auto, aircon, cruise, elec seats, orig 
8 hole alloys, FSH, 81,000m . . . . £12,950

300SL Roadster 1986C Signal Red, 
hardtop, brown hood, Saffron sport check, 
auto, elec windows, rear seats, original 
alloy wheels, FSH, 51,000m . . . . £34,950

The Finest Mercedes Cars from the 1960s to 1990s

500SEC Coupe 1989G Almandine Red 
met, Mushroom leather, auto, cruise, 
aircon, elec seats, elec sunroof, orig  15 
hole alloys, FSH, 94,000m . . . . . £17,950

280SL Roadster 1985C Midnight Blue, 
matching hardtop, black soft top, blue 
leather, auto, aircon, elec windows, rear 
seats, orig alloys, FSH, 92,000m . £24,950

300SL Roadster 1988F Signal Red, 
hardtop, black hood, Mushroom leather, 
auto, elec windows, cruise, OTG, rear 
seats, orig alloys, FSH, 54,000m  £37,950

250SL Roadster 1967E Papyrus White, 
matching hardtop, black soft top, red MB 
Tex interior, auto gearbox, PAS, orig steel 
wheels, fully restored . . . . . . . . . £79,950
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T: (01425) 273 682 M: (07860) 274 455 E: info@forza288.com W: forza288.com

www.                      .com

Ferrari 360 Spyder F1

2001,  r ed with crema hide, red stitching, red callipers, black stove enamelled wheels, enamelled 

factory shields and challenge front grilles, just serviced, 42,000 miles, full service history, all keys 

books etc. toolkit. 

£67,995

The Morgan Garage, Little Hallingbury, Nr Bishops Stortford, Herts CM22 7RA England

Tel: 01279 725725   www.melvyn-rutter.co.uk Email: mr@melvyn-rutter.net

The MORGAN WORLD Magazine
www.the-morganworld.com

BRAND NEW RUTTER PARTS CATALOGUE
40 Year Anniversary  Edition, 84 Page Parts Catalogue
£5 UK, £7 Europe, £9 overseas elsewhere

    Melvyn Rutter Limited
International Morgan Sales, Service, Parts and Restoration 
for Morgan Cars from 1936 to Present Day MAIN DEALER

*VTPUN�ZVVU��)SHJR�^P[O�OVUL`�[HU�

SLH[OLY��,SHZ[PJH[LK�KVVY�WVJRL[Z��

>HSU\[�KHZO��,TIYVPKLYLK�OLHKYLZ[Z��

4LZO�NYPSSL��-YVU[�HWYVU�]HSHUJL�

FOR SALE
1961 RIVA ARISTON

HULL No: 371 “RUBY”

;MXLSYX�HSYFX�XLI�½RIWX�%VMWXSR�MR�XLI�9/��'SQTPIXIP]�

VIJYVFMWLIH�F]�*MRI�;SSHIR�&SEXW��MRGPYHMRK�RI[�FSXXSQ��

VIJYVFMWLIH�LYPP�ERH�HIGOW��VI�GLVSQIH�FVMKLX[SVO��RI[�

YTLSPWXIV]�ERH�GSGOTMX�¾SSVMRK��RI[�IRKMRI�F]�4IXIV�/RMKLX�

6EGMRK�ERH�QYGL�QSVI��=SYV�4EWWTSVX�XS�WSQI�SJ�XLI�QSWX�

TVIWXMKMSYW�FSEXMRK�IZIRXW�[SVPH[MHI��YRMUYI�FSEX�XLEX�

ETTVIGMEXIW�MR�ZEPYI��1SVI�TLSXSW�EZEMPEFPI��

Offers on £100k might p/ex for quality Classic Car.  

All enquiries 01277 411632 or 07977 181900

 

2013 Morgan +4
Baby Blue, black leather, sunvisors, door pockets, 
reclining seats, Moto-lita wheel. £35,750

1999 Morgan +4
Brunswick Green with green leather, reclining 
seats, luggage rack, tonneau, 1 owner. £25,500

1973 Lotus Elan +2 130/5
Excellent condition, huge history ile, sensible 
upgrades, last owner for 28 years. £21,950

1997 Morgan +4
Connaught Green, stone leather piped green, 
luggage rack, mohair hood. £24,950

2018 Morgan 3 Wheeler
Metallic Solar Yellow, black quilted leather, our 
current demonstrator now for sale. £39,500

1985 Lotus Esprit S3
Monaco White, sand leather, sunroof, extensively 
renovated, large history ile. £20,750

01234 750205 High Street, Cranfield Beds MK43 0BS

email: sales@allonwhite.co.uk • www.awsportscars.co.uk

www.awsportscars.co.uk
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*All cover is subject to insurer’s terms and conditions, which are available upon request. 
Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 
4043759. Registered Address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone, Kent ME14 
3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be monitored or 
recorded. FP ADGE.1076.5.18

Did you know, at FJ we don’t just arrange 

cover for the classic vehicle owner? We 

also arrange insurance for competitors, 

collectors and motor traders.

0333 207 6009
footmanjames.co.uk

Call our friendly UK team 
for a quote.

Insurance 
solutions* for 
classics and 
more.

3HUIRUPDQFH 'LUHFW LV D WUDGLQJ QDPH RI *URYH 	 'HDQ /WG� DQ LQGHSHQGHQW LQWHUPHGLDU\ ZKR DUH DXWKRULVHG

DQG UHJXODWHG E\ WKH )LQDQFLDO &RQGXFW $XWKRULW\ �)&$�� )RU \RXU VHFXULW\ FDOOV PD\ EH UHFRUGHG�

Performance Direct was
founded on a love of classic
and specialist vehicles and
we're now one of the UK’s

leading independent brokers.

Last year thousands of
Classic Car owners swapped

their insurance to
Performance Direct.

Want to find out why?

Don't just renew your
insurance – save money and
experience the difference with

Performance Direct.

0800 997 8351
www.performancedirect.co.uk

Policy Options

Include:*

Multi-car policies

Car Club discounts

Agreed values

FREE foreign use cover

(up to 90 days)

Limited mileage
discounts

Modified classics

*Subject to underwriting criteria

Knowledgeable UK staff

Open 7 days a week

I N S U R A N C E

CLASSIC CAR

DRIVE A

BETTER DEAL
with

Performance

Direct
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Established 1972

LYNBROOK
INSURANCE
“INNOVATIVE INSURANCE FOR
DISCERNING OWNERS”
Lynbrook policies* were developed to offer wide cover with bespoke specialist servicing and

sensible pricing. Over 25 years improvements and additions have been constantly developed to

address the demanding and changing needs of our clients.

WE ARE DIFFERENT

• We are a 3rd generation family owned business
started 45 years ago

• We build, restore, service and compete in our own
vehicles

• As consumers ourselves we understand what YOU
need as compatriot enthusiasts

• Our policies were designed by us 25 years ago - and
have yet to be equalled

• We offer more than our competitors - but generally
charge less **

• We do not operate Call Centres but like to talk to you
- via our UK based staff

• We offer all embracing cover - not stripped out
policies to save a few coppers

• We do NOT charge fees or have hidden charges
• We offer quality cover to discerning clients, but do
not insure “just anyone”

• We would love to hear from you - and would welcome
your call. We want to get to know you, and hopefully,
you us.

WE TRY TO BEAT COMPARABLE QUOTATIONS THOUGH

OUR QUALITY IS INCOMPARABLE

* We offer insurance for Classic and Vintage cars and motorcycles, three wheelers and motorhomes

** We may offer (for instance) automatic inclusive Agreed Value cover up to £7500 with no
paperwork involved or extra cost - just some photos e-mailed to us

Tel. 0345 130 4662 or 01277 206285

8am - 6pm weekdays Saturdays 9am - 1pm

“lynbrook@ers.com”

LYNBROOK INSURANCE IS AN INTRODUCER APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVE OF ERS SYNDICATE

MANAGEMENT LTD WHICH IS AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE PRUDENTIAL REGULATION

AUTHORITY AND REGULATED BY THE FINANCIAL CONDUCT AUTHORITY

“WHAT SUNDAYS WERE MADE FOR”

01480 484 862
www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk

4SPMG]�FIRI½XW��JIEXYVIW�ERH�HMWGSYRXW�SJJIVIH�QE]�ZEV]�FIX[IIR�MRWYVERGI�WGLIQIW�SV�GSZIV�WIPIGXIH�ERH�
EVI�WYFNIGX�XS�YRHIV[VMXMRK�GVMXIVME��0ERGEWXIV�-RWYVERGI�7IVZMGIW�MW�E�XVEHMRK�REQI�SJ�-RWYVERGI�*EGXSV]�
0MQMXIH�[LS�EVI�EYXLSVMWIH�ERH�VIKYPEXIH�F]�XLI�*MRERGMEP�'SRHYGX�%YXLSVMX]��2S����������*SV�QYXYEP�

WIGYVMX]��GEPPW�EVI�VIGSVHIH�ERH�QE]�FI�QSRMXSVIH�JSV�XVEMRMRK�TYVTSWIW�

/lancasterins @lancaster_ins 0-7�,�'
7'�54�����
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UK opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm.

As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply. †Based on an average customer saving 33% compared to buying three separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 51 year old male driving a 1972 MG B; a 1971 MG B 

and a 1972 MG Midget. Savings accurate as of 18 September 2017. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, irm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style 

of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

UK & European breakdown and

accident recovery, including

Homestart - worth over £100

when compared to other providers

Agreed Value
You could also save 33% with 

a Multi-Classic Vehicle policy† 
Choose your own specialist repairer

The All Inclusive Carole Nash Difference

0800 781 9317
CALL NOW 

carolenash.com/classic-car

Adding class
to your journey
Well formed Classic Car Insurance

Based on reviews from July 2017 – December 2017

of customers would 
recommend Carole Nash91

To Buff, or not to Buff?

A classic car is a thing of pure beauty and sheer elegance. 
The emotions created by the raw driving experience simply 
cannot be replicated or faked.

However, caring for a classic can be very expensive and 
extremely stressful.

Should you use a cutting compound to get those scratches 
QWV��QT�YKNN�C�JCPF�RQNKUJ�UWHƂ�EG!�2GTJCRU�[QW�UJQWNF�CRRN[�
the latest ceramic coating to keep it looking perfect for 
NQPIGT!�1T�LWUV�RC[�C�RTQHGUUKQPCN�������U�VQ�FQ�KV�CNN�HQT�[QW!

We share your love (and frustration) and that is why we 
have created the Ultimate Car Care Tutorial. We clearly 
and simply breakdown how to properly assess, correct 
and protect your beautiful classic so that it can be perfect 
for many years. To pre-order your copy today, simply email 
UltimateCarCareTutorial@gmail.com

(QT� LWUV������VQFC[��[QW�EQWNF�UCXG�[QWTUGNH�������U� KP�VJG�
NQPI� VGTO�RNWU� VJG�Ƃ�TUV����RTG�QTFGTU�YKNN� TGEGKXG�C� URGEKCN�
IKHV��UQ�FQPoV�FGNC[��#PF�FQPoV�YQTT[�� KH�[QWoTG�PQV�UCVKUƂ�GF�
YKVJ�[QWT�RTQFWEV�YG�QHHGT�C������TGHWPF��6JKU� KU� VJG�QPN[�
IWKFG�[QW�YKNN�GXGT�PGGF�HQT�[QWT�RGTHGEV�ENCUUKE�



RE
ST

O
RA

TI
O

N

232 Classic & Sports Car September 2018

MEMBER

Classic Restorations
(Scotland) Ltd

2%34/2!4)/. o #/.6%23)/.3 o 2%0!)23 o -!).4%.!.#%

RECENTLYOPENED ROLLS ROYCEAND BENTLEY

SERVICE DEPARTMENT NOW INCORPORATING

ALASTAIR SCOTT SERVICES

SERVICEAND REPAIR OFALLROLLS ROYCEAND

BENTLEYMOTORS FROM 1904-2002

ALLWORK DONE IN-HOUSE BYOUR TEAM OF SPECIALIST

CRAFTSMEN TO THE HIGHEST STANDARDS

ENGINEERING &MECHANICALWORK - ELECTRICAL

WORK - PANELWORK - ASH FRAME REPAIRS &

REPLACEMENTS - PAINTWORK - INTERIOR TRIMMING

Tel 01828 633 293 Mobile 07885 316 689

Email: charles@classicrestorations.co.uk

www.classicrestorations.co.uk

 COL N D ME A N SHER  COLONNADE METAL FINISHERS  
��������� �,ZKD��W>�d/E'�^W��/�>/^d^�t/d,�Ks�Z�ϱϬ�z��Z^��yW�Z/�E�� 

x� �>>��hDW�Z^�dZ/W>��W>�d���&KZ�>KE'�>/&�������������������������������������

x� �>hD/E/hD�WK>/^,���Θ��,ZKD�� 

x� D�����
WKd�D�d�>�Z�W�/Z���Θ�W>�d�� 

x� /E�,Kh^��Z�W�/Z�^�Zs/��

dĞů�ϬϮϬ-ဒဓϬϮ-ϳϳϮϮ 

ϰϭ�,ĂůůŵĂƌŬ�dƌĂĚ��ƐƚĂƚĞ��&ŽƵƌƚŚ�

tĂǇ��tĞŵďůĞǇ���DŝĚĚǆ��,�ဓ�Ϭ>���

ǁǁǁ�ĐŽůŽŶŶĂĚĞŵĞƚĂů�ĐŽŵ 

www.classiccarstereo.co.uk | sales@autosound.co.uk | 01274 688990

New for 2017

now with DAB/DAB+ 

RETRO CAR AUDIO

+HDG�8QLWV���/RXGVSHDNHUV
$ H U L D O V ��$ F F H V V R U L H V

CLASSIC CARAUTOMATIC TRANSMISSIONS
& PRE-SELECT GEARBOXES

RECONDITIONED & SPARE PARTS SUPPLIED

G WHITEHOUSE AUTOS LTD
www.gwautos.com Tel: 0121 559 9800 info@gwautos.com

CLASSIC CARAUTOMATIC CONVERSION
Convert your classic car to Jaguar XJ40 4 speed automatic

KITS NOWAVAILABLE FOR MOST CARS
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North Devon Metalcraft Ltd, Unit 6 Lauder Lane, Roundswell Business Park (West), Barnstaple North Devon, EX31 3TA

� ���		 ����� ���
���
���������������������������� � �����������������

?-5)6=.)+<=:- )6A <A8- 7. 0)6,5),-

8)6-4; )6, +0);;1; <7 7:,-:�

We are now Manufacturing Original FIA Cobra 289 and Cobra 427

Chassis and Body’s with original Suspension and running gear.

	������ ��� 
���� ��� ��� �� �������� Now available as body and chassis package, or Roller based cars.

�ƵƚŽŵĂƟĐ � dƌĂŶƐŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ
ZĞĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶĞĚ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞĚ�Θ�ZĞƉĂŝƌĞĚ

�ƵƚŽŵĂƟĐ dƌĂŶƐŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ
&ůƵƐŚŝŶŐ ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ

• &ůƵƐŚĞƐ Θ ĐůĞĂŶƐ

ƚŚĞ ĞŶƟƌĞ ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ

• ,ĞůƉƐ ƌĞƐƚŽƌĞ ƐŚŝŌ
ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ

• WƌĞǀĞŶƚƐ ƉƌĞŵĂƚƵƌĞ

ƚƌĂŶƐŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ ĨĂŝůƵƌĞ

tĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐĞ�ŝŶ�Ăůů��ůĂƐƐŝĐ�Θ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�ǀĞŚŝĐůĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ

ĨƌŽŵ�DŝŶŝƐ�ƚŽ�DƵƐƚĂŶŐƐ��:ĞŶƐĞŶƐ��:ĂŐƵĂƌƐ���ƐƚŽŶ�DĂƌƟŶƐ��

�ĞŶƚůĞǇƐ�Θ�ZŽůůƐ�ZŽǇĐĞ���Ăůů�ƵƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ�

WŚŽŶĞ��нϰϰ�;Ϭ�ϭϯϮϯ�!ϰ!ϰϰ!

ǁǁǁ�ĂůĚĞƌƐĂƵƚŽŵŽƟǀĞ�ĐŽ�ƵŬ
hŶŝƚƐ�ϰ�Θ�ϱ�EŽƌƚŚĮĞůĚ��ƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ�WĂƌŬ��>ŽǁĞƌ��ŝĐŬĞƌ���ĂƐƚ�^ƵƐƐĞǆ���ŶŐůĂŶĚ��E�Ϯϳ�ϰ��

KƵƌ�

dƌĂŶƐŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�

�ǇŶŽ�dĞƐƚĞĚ�

ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌǇ
;ƐƵďũĞĐƚ�ƚŽ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�

tĞ ĂůƐŽ ƌĞďƵŝůĚ &ŽƌĚ dŽƉůŽĂĚĞƌ�

�ŽƌŐ ǁĂƌŶĞƌ dϭϬ Θ 'DDƵŶĐŝĞ

DĂŶƵĂů ƚƌĂŶƐŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ ĨŽƌ

ƌŽĂĚ ĂŶĚ ƌĂĐĞ ĐĂƌ ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�

TAKING A HOLIDAY NEW ZEALAND?

Why not make your Kiwi Dream a classic tour?

Hire from us a TR6, MGB or similar

Contact Halvdan Junker

halbjunker@outlook.com
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Available from selected workshops and retailers 

Visit www.penriteclassicoils.co.uk 

Or call 01869 229240 

Penrite Classic Oils, Bicester Heritage, Oxfordshire, OX26 5HA�

Asbestos Surveys and
Removal from

Classic Cars
• Based in Gloucestershire, we can collect your vehicle from

anywhere in the world.
•We undertake a full asbestos inspection in our

dedicated workshop.
• Any asbestos discovered can be removed at our premises.

� 1HZ SDUWV ÀWWHG DV QHFHVVDU\�

• Transport to the shipping port of your choice for export.

Tel: 01452 762721   Mob: 07919 100629  

david@survey-services.co.uk   www.survey-services.co.uk
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6XSHUE OLJKWLQJ XSJUDGHV

HQTXLULHV#EHWWHUFDUOLJKWLQJ�FR�XN

��� � ����
������

+HDGOLJKWV
'DVK
,QGLFDWRUV
6LGHOLJKWV
%UDNH OLJKWV
0RUH

0RQH\�
EDFN
JXDUDQWHH
DOO LWHPV�

$OO ��Y
FODVVLFV
FDWHUHG�
IRU��

%&/�

ZZZ�EHWWHUFDUOLJKWLQJ�FR�XN

��� ������� ������
heritageresto@btinternet.com

:LWK RYHU �� \HDUV H[SHULHQFH RXU UHVWRUDWLRQ
VHUYLFH FDQ UHVWRUH \RXU OHDWKHU ZRUN� UHQHZ
:LOWRQ FDUSHWV 	 VXSSO\ PDQ\ RULJLQDO $0/

XSJUDGHV� KHDGUHVWV� UDGLR KRXVLQJV� IRRWUHVWV�
WRRO UROOV� FRQVROHV DQG '% VXQYLVRUV�

$VW Q 0DUW Q HU W JH HV JQV
KHULWDJHF DVVLFUHVWRUDWLRQV�FRP

1HZ 	 8VHG
$VWRQ
0DUWLQ
Parts

!DVANCE 3PRINGS s 2OTOR !RMS s 6ACUUM 5NITS $ISTRIBUTOR #APS
s #ONTACT 3ETS s #ONDENSERS s ,4 #ONNECTORS s "USHES � "EARINGS

s "ASEPLATES !DVANCE 7EIGHTS s 3HAFT � "ODIES

7HOHSKRQH ����� ������
Email: martin@distributordoctor.com

www.distributordoctor.com

ULTRASONIC CARBURETTOR CLEANER BestUltrasonic.co.uk

Tel: 01706 950112

20 Ltr Digital

20 Ltr Analogue

6 Ltr

Analogue

13 Ltr AnalogueFull range

of Ultrasonic

Cleaners

27 Ltr Analogue
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At Trinity Engineering we pride ourselves on our

ZRUNPDQVKLS�ZKLFK�LV�UHÁHFWHG�LQ�VR�PDQ\�FXVWRPHUV FRPLQJ

back to us. For 18 years we have proudly restored, serviced,

enhanced and repaired all post war Aston Martins and 

/DJRQGDV�IRU�VDWLVÀHG�FXVWRPHUV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG�

For the last 8 years we have enlarged our workshops and now 

provide the same level of service to all modern Aston Martins 

from the DB9 to the latest V12 Vanquish. We are fully equipped 

with diagnostic equipment and experienced engineers.

We are located in rural Surrey within easy reach of the M25 

and A3 motorways and can undertake any project large or 

small. The coffee is always on the go so call in and meet Tim 

and his team for an informal chat and let us show you around 

our new purpose built workshops.

Tel: 01932 862040         Fax: 01932 868747      Email: tim@trinityaston.co.uk

Lovelace Works, High Street, Ripley, Surrey, GU23 6AF

Recyc edReconditionedNew

Specialising in quality parts for post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars

ZZ Á\LQJVSDUHV FRP ����� ������ VDOHV#Á\ QJVSDUHV FR XN

Quote discount code C&SC18  and save £10 o orders over £75

DS50 GPS Speedometer

Tel: 01564 775522

Fast Internal 10HZ sender
Rechargeable Internal battery
Mounting bracket included
£79.95 plus postage.

www.digital-speedos.co.uk

JAYMIC LTD, 2002 THURGARTON RD, ALDBOROUGH, NORFOLK, NR11 7NY, UK

CLASSIC BMW PARTS

Suppliers of new genuine, original equipment, aftermarket and used, Classic BMW parts

t: +44 (0)1263 768768

F: +44 (0)1263 768336

E: 02parts@jaymic.com

WWW JAYMIC COM
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Bead & Shotblasting Ltd
:H�UHPRYH�SDLQW��XQGHUVHDO�	�¿�OOHU�IURP�VWHHO�

body shells, doors, bonnets and boot lids by 

FRQWUROOHG�WKHUPDO�RYHQ�SURFHVV��IROORZHG�E\�

EODVWLQJ�WR�EDUH�ZKLWH�PHWDO�XVLQJ�YHU\�¿�QH�

DOXPLQLXP�R[LGH�DW�ORZ�DLU�SUHVVXUH�ZLWKRXW�

FDXVLQJ�DQ\�GLVWRUWLRQ�WR�WKH�MRE��$�FRDW�RI�

JUH\�]LQF�SKRVSKDWH�ZHOGDEOH�SULPHU�FDQ�EH�

DSSOLHG�LPPHGLDWHO\�DIWHU�EODVWLQJ�LV�¿�QLVKHG��

:H�KDYH�EHHQ�SURFHVVLQJ�FDU�ERG\�VKHOOV�IRU�

21 years.

Price example  - Porsche 911 body shell - bake and blast only £750.00 + VAT - 

bake, blast and prime £1125.00 + VAT 

Bonnet, boot lid & 2 doors - bake and blast only £250.00 + VAT - bake, blast and 

prime £375.00 + VAT 

For further details see www.beadshot.co.uk or ring our friendly team here

in Halifax, West Yorkshire on 01422 368758 R E S T O R A T I O N S

Award winning
family business

VETERAN
VINTAGE
PVT
CLASSIC
Based in Buckinghamshire

KNOWLEDGE  RESTORATION  SERVICE & REPAIR

PPP'MBFP:ED>KK>LMHK:MBHGL'<H'ND

01296 770596

CA-CC
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����� XUFHJX F[FNQFGQJ
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Please visit our website Oak-designs.co.uk to see further examples  
of our product range. You can also now design your own garage  
using our ‘Quote my Design’ tool online.

01273 400411 sales@oak-designs.co.uk 
www.oak-designs.co.uk

Oak frame buildings ideal for self-assembly 
or by our expert team

2XWGRRU�/LYLQJ�_�*DUDJHV�_�'XDO�SXUSRVH�EXLOGLQJ�_�*DUDJH���ÀUVW�ÁRRU�_�+RPH�RIÀFHV�_�*D]HERV

7+(�%$5&20%(

£3,000+ VAT*
*T&Cs available upon request.  

Offer ends 30/09
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JUST£
9.95

THE BEST PROTECTION FOR
GARAGED CARS

KEEP YOUR GARAGED CAR DUST AND DAMP FREE WITH A

SUPER SOFT FABRIC METEX CAR DUST COVER.

EASY TO USE, THE COVER SIMPLY DRAPES OVER YOUR CAR

COVERING IT COMPLETELY.

WE COVER ALL MAKES, MODELS AND SIZE OF CARS.

EXAMPLE CAR COVER SIZE: CLASSIC MINI 15FT x 10.6FT

from only

£37.50
Postage cost £7.50 per order

metex
car covers

Phone now with your order: 01254 704625
or order online at: www.cardustcovers.co.uk
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TAILORED CAR COVERS 
FOR INDOOR & OUTDOOR USE

Exclusive savings code: CSC-2018

For almost 40 years, we’ve been the market 
leader in supplying innovative solutions in car
protection. British designed and manufactured 
we’re proud of our heritage and it shows in the 
unrivalled quality of our covers.

T:    01943 864 646   
E:    info@specialisedcovers.com    
W:  specialisedcovers.com

View the Calorex & Dantherm car storage range at danthermgroup.co.uk

DISCOUNT ON  
DEHUMIDIFIERS

PRESERVE YOUR CLASSIC CAR AND PROTECT IT FROM RUST, 

MOULD & CORROSION WITH A DEHUMIDIFIER FROM THE 

DANTHERM GROUP RANGE.

20% 

QUOTE CSC2018

We can offer dehumidification solutions from a one car garage to 
large car storage facilities.

Contact our sales team today on +44 (0)1621 856611 |  sales.uk@dantherm.com

CARSAFE
secure storage for classic  
and performance vehicles

www.carsafe.co.uk  tel: cambridge 01223 299011

THE FINE CAR STORE

‘Caring for fine automobiles’
The Fine Car Store is located in the heart of rural
Cheshire, within 15 minutes direct access to Manchester
International Airport and only 2 hours by rail from
central London.

We offer bespoke, discreet, secure, dehumidified
automotive and motorcycle storage solutions. Our facility
caters for vehicles from 1900 to the present day, all
comprehensively insured and professionally maintained.

t Long and short term, de-humidified,
purpose built, rural facility

t Comprehensively insured with 24hr CCTV

t We cater for veteran, vintage, classic and
modern automobiles and motorcycles

t Single acquisitions and multiple collections

t Prestige airport parking and client transfer

t UK and European enclosed, discreet
collection and delivery service

t Worldwide shipping (sea and air freight)

E: enquiries@thefinecarstore.com W: www.thefinecarstore.com

Facilities in Knutsford and Macclesfield . Cheshire T: 01565 872400



STO
RAG

E &
 TRA

N
SPO

RT

September 2018   Classic & Sports Car   241

T: 0151 280 6626     E:info@rundum.co.uk   W: www.rundum.co.uk

CLASSIC, PERFORMANCE

AND RACE CAR STORAGE

Humidity controlled 

car storage

Alarmed secure premises 

with 24 hour surveillance

fully insured

Tel: 0044 7481 969644 / 

01256 351000

Email: info@stor4cars.com

Email: sales@stor4cars.com

www.stor4cars.co.uk

Situated 5 minutes from the A3 on the Surrey / Hampshire /

Sussex borders convenient for Goodwood 

Discreet secure insulated storage facility for any 

car or motorcycle. 

Onsite servicing, repair and body-shop available.

For further information Tel: 01420 472 273

E-mail: southlandsccs@gmail.com

Web: www.southlandscherishedcarstorage.co.uk 
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JonWilliamStables.co.uk

Call us today on 01380 850965

Garaging ~ Carriage Houses ~ Workshops

Secure - Safe - Storage
Competitive storage solutions from £25.00 per week.

24,000 sq ft heated & unmarked unit protected by 24-hour site security.

Long-term storage also negotiable.

Vehicles fully insured at declared value.

Car Storage Solutions

www.carstoragesolutions.co.uk

T: 07768 205350 / 07958 577494

E: info@carstoragesolutions.co.uk

Bordon, Hampshire.

CAR STORAGE
BERKSHIRE – M4 J11 3 MILES

20 mins from Heathrow – dehumidified, alarmed building.
MOTs, mechanical checkovers, collection and delivery, and valeting.

Tel: +44 (0)118 983 1200   Fax: +44 (0)118 983 1414
www.rtcc.co.uk/storage

RICHA D T E
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Classic and Modern Vehicle Storage

NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE (M4 JUNC 13 4 MILES)

Collection and delivery

anywhere, servicing on site

Call us for long or short term

prestige storage

Website www.lakeautosnug.co.uk

suppliers of Airflow products

07768 056254 OR

01488 71247

ass c car re

n a n 

THE LEADING SUPPLIER OF HI-END PERIOD MOTORING
CLOTHING TO THE CLASSIC AND VINTAGE MOTORIST

WWW.GREYCAR.COM
Quality products of an all British frm

+44 (0) 1420 520452     info@greycar.com

Jackets   Eyewear   Overalls   Scarves

Driving gloves   Headgear   Car coats

Picnic hampers   Luxury accessories

Handmade from historic timber

A tactile model that will certainly become an heirloom.

Toys or Ornaments or Both. 

Personalise with lazer engraving

6HQG�XV�DQ�HPDLO�ZLWK�VSHFLÀF�UHTXHVWV

NORTHUMBRIAN LEATHER

ALL YOUR TRIMMING NEEDS AT THE RIGHT PRICE

INTERNATIONAL PICKUP AND DELIVERY SERVICE

Tel 0191 2241 302 MAX TAIT www.northumbrianleather.co.uk

NORTHUMBRIAN HOUSE, HEATON, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE

Call 
Dougal Macdonald

020 8267 
5772
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To advertise your car in next month’s classified, call us on 020 8267 8545;
fax: 020 8267 5404; e-mail: tahir.saleem@haymarket.com. Deadline is Friday 17th August.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISE FOR £40 INC VAT (£70 if photo included) Classified advertising in Classic & Sports Car is £40 for 20 words and £1 per word thereafter.

Cheques payable to Haymarket Publishing Ltd, or a postal order must accompany your advertising copy. Send to Classic and Sports Car Advertising, c/o Tahir Saleem, Haymarket Media,
Bridge House, 69 London Road, Twickenham, Middlesex, TW1 3SP. OR TELEPHONE US  You may telephone your classified advertisement to us by calling 020 8267 5937 during office 

hours (quoting your credit card number). PLEASE NOTE No alterations, cancellations or refunds possible. Classic & Sports Car reserves the right to refuse or withdraw advertisements at 
its discretion and does not accept liability for printers’ or clerical errors, although every care is taken to avoid mistakes. Advertisements received too late for a particular issue will

automatically be inserted in the following issue unless otherwise instructed. TRADE DESCRIPTIONS ACT 1968  Advertisers should pay close attention to the requirements of the Act,
particularly regarding accurate descriptions of all goods offered for sale. CLASSIFIED DISPLAY £20.00 per single column centimetre, minimum £96 inc VAT for 4cm inclusive of any photo

use. BOX NUMBERS There is an additional charge of £20.00 UK and £30.00 overseas for all box number ads. Reply to Box No.... c/o Tahir Saleem, Classic and Sports Car Advertising,
Haymarket Media, Bridge House, 69 London Road, Twickenham, Middlesex, TW1 3SP

B

Earley Engineering Limited
Alvis Specialists

+44 (0)1981 250 244
earleyeng@aol.com

Visit our new website
www.earleyeng.com

| Servicing | Chassis engineering

| ZĞƐƚŽƌĂƟŽŶƐ� | Engine builds

| Upgrades | Coachbuilding

| Sales | Bodyshop

 AUSTIN HEALEY FROGEYE SPRITES WANTED.   
Also small selection of properly restored Frogeyes and 
later Sprites for sale. For current stock check www.
mgmidgets.com or tel. Mike Authers Classics, 
specialist in Midgets and Sprites in Abingdon on Tel 
07703 465224 

One of the largest selections of 
Classic Cars for sale in the USA

STAUNTON, ILINOIS, USA 62088
Tel: +1-618-635-7056

cntryclsscrs@madisontelco.com

www.CountryClassicCars.com

 1934 AUSTIN 12/4 ASCOT - £14,250   Gavin 
McGuire - 01892 770310 or 07770 316482 
E-mail gavinmcguirecars@gmail.com or web www.
gavinmcguire.co.uk 

Aston Martin Heritage Designs
heritageclassicrestorations.com

+44 (0)1825 732306
heritageresto@btinternet.com

New & Used
Aston Martin Parts

With over 25 years experience
our restoration service can

restore your leather work, renew
Wilton carpets & supply many

original AML upgrades, headrests,
radio housings, footrests, tool rolls,

consoles and DB sunvisors.

Rare RHD. Original SA car. Structure and
drivability excellent.

£34,950

01534 864073 www.leriche.com

A U T O M O B I L E R E S T O R E R S

1969 Alfa Romeo 1750cc Boat tail Spider

First owner 35 years in Australia. 12 year
chassis up restoration. Fully documented.

£24,950

01534 864073 www.leriche.com

A U T O M O B I L E R E S T O R E R S

1924 Austin 12 Hertford Tourer

01480 484 862

 2009 AC COBRA 427 SC BY PILGRIM
MOTORSPORTS.   Powered by a 5700cc Chevy V8,
Rolling road tuned to show 345.7 bhp and 348 lbft.
This stunning SC look Cobra is only £33,500 Tel:
07711 630348 or 01992 573564 or www.
totalheadturners.com 

1965 AC COBRA MK111 427 SC ( COX6136 )
This amazing Cobra is one of a handful of Aluminium
Continuation cars built by AC Cars Ltd under
ownership of Brian Anglis. The car shows on the
Shelby American World Registry. The best Cobra
there is £299,995 Tel: 07711 630348 or 01992
573564 or www.totalheadturners.com

AC COBRA REPLICAS....We are Britain’s premier
Classic and Supercar replica specialist. Up to 50 cars
in stock. Friendly and enthusiastic staff. Good quality
cars bought and sold. Tel 07711 630 348 / 01992
573 564 or visit www.totalheadturners.com

 AUSTIN HEALEY (FROGEYE) SPRITE   Hillclimb car. 
New floors and sills, no rust! 1098cc with Weber 40.  
Contact Mike Authers on 07703 465224 for more
details. £12,750

1932 AUSTIN 7 SUPER ACCESSORIES 2-SEATER
£12,250.   Also available: 1934 Austin 7 Ruby 
£7,750  Tel: 01869 249999  www.
vintageandclassiccars.co.uk 

 1949 ALVIS TA14 SALOON  , a very presentable 
motor car, sound, mechanically good, with excellent 
paint, chrome and interior. Very nice file of history and 
bills.  £17,750. Tel 01869 249999  www.
vintageandclassiccars.co.uk 

 1952 ALVIS TC21/100 "GREY LADY" SALOON 
£27,500.   Tel: 01869 249999  www.
vintageandclassiccars.co.uk 

1954 Austin Healey BN1 100/4 -
original RHD, AUS delivered,
original colour scheme, books

T +61.2.9922 2036

SYDNEY AUSTRALIA

 www.rsande.co.uk

 1948 BRISTOL 400 SPORTS COUPE - £39,950 
  Gavin McGuire - 01892 770310 or 07770 316482 
E-mail gavinmcguirecars@gmail.com or web www.
gavinmcguire.co.uk 

 2005 AK SPORTCARS COBRA ,SUPERCHARGED 
!   This amazing car was factory built by AK as the 
demonstrator to show off there superb quality of 
cars. The 5700cc Supercharged engine is the 
ultimate! Special CC05BRA number plate! £49,750 
Tel: 07711 630348 or 01992 573564 or www.
totalheadturners.com 

 2008 AC COBRA BY AK SPORTSCARS 6.3 
STROKER V8.   This amazing car was factory built by 
AK as the demonstrator to show off there superb 
quality of cars. The 5700cc Supercharged engine is 
the ultimate! Special CC05BRA number plate! 
£49,750 Tel: 07711 630348 or 01992 573564 or 
www.totalheadturners.com 
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1948 BRISTOL 400 SPORTS COUPE - £39,950 
Gavin McGuire - 01892 770310 or 07770 316482 
E-mail gavinmcguirecars@gmail.com or web www.
gavinmcguire.co.uk

1936 BMW 326 CONVERTIBLE - £59.500 Gavin 
McGuire - 01892 770310 or 07770 316482 
E-mail gavinmcguirecars@gmail.com or web www.
gavinmcguire.co.uk

1939 BMW 327/80 CABRIOLET - £185,000 
Gavin McGuire - 01892 770310 or 07770 316482 
E-mail gavinmcguirecars@gmail.com or web www.
gavinmcguire.co.uk

1936 BUICK ‘MCLAUGHLIN’ SEDAN, straight 8. 
£12,500. Tel: 01869 249999 www.
vintageandclassiccars.co.uk

1974 Citroën DS 23 Pallas -
extremely rare RHD, 5 speed
manual, fuel injected

T +61.2.9922 2036

SYDNEY AUSTRALIA

1919 CHEVROLET 490 TOURER. Right hand drive. 
£17,000. Tel: 01869 249999 www.
vintageandclassiccars.co.uk

Fully restored using new old stock parts. Full
body restoration. Launched in October 1935.

£23,750

01534 864073 www.leriche.com

A U T O M O B I L E R E S T O R E R S

1935 Citroen Traction 7C

2002 AC CRENDON COBRA CR026. Powered by 
FORD 351 Windsor 5.8 V8. Sounds and drives superb. 
£47,500 Tel: 07711 630348 or 01992 573564 or 
www.totalheadturners.com

1927 CROSSLEY 20.9HP FABRIC SALOON -
£34,950 Gavin McGuire - 01892 770310 or
07770 316482 E-mail gavinmcguirecars@gmail.
com or web www.gavinmcguire.co.uk

2010 AC COBRA BY GARDNER DOUGLAS MK 4, 
LS V8. Powered by a GM LS V8 injection engine, 
mated to a 6 speed gear box. Amazing driving Cobra. 
£55,000 Tel: 07711 630348 or 01992 573564 or 
www.totalheadturners.com

DEON/ DINO 204GT GRP and steel body, very 
authentic replica based on Lancia twin cam. Dino type 
space frame (so NOT MR2/MGF based) and many 
genuine Ferrari Dino parts including five bolt
Cromadora alloys, instruments, grille steering wheel
and much more. Runs and drives but requires minor
finishing. £30,000 Tel 07798797262

1995 FERRARI 456 GT. UK-supplied, RHD manual, 
13,700 miles. Rosso Monza exterior with a Crema 
interior. A superb example of a limited production, low 
mileage, manual GT V12 with exceptional 
documented ownership and service history from 
new. £74,995. Tel: 01625 360736 or www.2bc-
automotive.com

2006 FERRARI F430 RHD 3,900 miles, 2 previous 
owners, the last for 11 years. Nero Daytona exterior, 
Daytona crema interior, Nero stitching, leather 
headlining, carbon zone, yellow calipers and Scuderia 
shields. Complete main dealer service history and 
freshly serviced. £118,850. Tel: 01625 360736 or 
www.2bc-automotive.com

1996 FERRARI 355 SPIDER. LHD Manual 25700 
Kms with full service history. Spanish registered,  
located near Alicante, Spain. £84,900. Tel 
07504886392. Email rickstacey@hotmail.com

SHELBY MUSTANGS & AC MkIV COBRAS
www.dragonwheelsrestorations.co.uk

Tel: 001-713-541-2281 • Houston, Texas, USA • AutoCollectorsGarage.com

1957 Ford Ranchero
RestoMod

2003 Bentley Arnage Twin Turbo Sedan

1959 Jaguar XK 150 S
Fixed Head Coupe

SALES | RESTORATION | MECHANICAL REPAIRS | SERVICING

WE WANTTO BUYYOUR MODERN OR CLASSIC CAR, BEST PRICES PAID FOR CORRECT EXAMPLES

WANTED!
�=��o��-u;�1omvb7;ubm]�v;ѴѴbm]��o�u����	_��mo|�1om|-1|��v�C�uv|�=ou�=ub;m7Ѵ��
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For details of all vehicles currently available, please see our website www.robinlawton.com

  Email: enquiries@robinlawton.com

Tel:  01420-474919/07710-364945

Robin Lawton
Vintage & Classic car specialist | Over 50 years experience

SURREY/HAMPSHIRE/SUSSEX BORDERS

1932 MG J2 - all 

matching numbers

£36,500

1933 MG J2 Midget - 

Pre-War Competition 

History - probably the 

BEST available £45,000

1959 Frogeye Austin 

Healey Sprite Mk1

£21,950
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National, quick and easy service
FOR THE BEST PRICE

Call: 0208 462 0077

Mobile: 07860 620093

DE STEFANO LTD, BROMLEY, KENT

308/328/360/430/458/365 BB/512 BB/246/TESTAROSSA/

550 MARANELLO & ANY INTERESTING FERRARI

Email: gavin@destefano.co.uk

Sales,
Service &
Restoration
Call 01428 606616

rardleymotors.com

Enthusiastic buyers of

Classic Cars

Discretion assured.

www.standrewsautos.co.uk

From barn finds to concours show

winners.

Anything considered - Exotic,Vintage,

Sports, Hot Rods, American, RS Fords,

Replicas etc.

All interesting classics wanted by

genuine enthusiasts

james@standrewsautos.co.uk

07980 982367 / 01245 248888

CLASSIC FERRARI PARTS, tools and literature
wanted 07540845902 theowinstone@googlemail.
com

Restoration to Perfection
We have the necessary skills and experience to 

SURGXFH�WKH�KLJKHVW�TXDOLW\�¿QLVKHG�DUWLFOH��2XU�

DWWHQWLRQ�WR�GHWDLO�KDV�EHHQ�TXDQWL¿HG�E\�QXPHURXV�

class awards and even overall victories at the worlds 

PRVW�SUHVWLJLRXV�&RQFRXUV�G¶(OHJHQDFH�HYHQWV��

Whether you wish to have your car restored in order 

WR�VKRZ�LW�DW�HYHQWV��RU�MXVW�IRU�\RXU�RZQ�HQMR\PHQW��

ZH�ZRXOG�EH�GHOLJKWHG�WR�DVVLVW�

www.dke.co.uk  - T. 01923 287687

WANTED: CLASSIC FERRARI of the 50s, 60s, 70s 
wanted for straight purchase or consignment. 
Thomas@HamannClassicCars.com, +1-203-918-
8300

1920 HUMBER 15.9HP TOURER - £36,500 Gavin 
McGuire - 01892 770310 or 07770 316482 
E-mail gavinmcguirecars@gmail.com or web www.
gavinmcguire.co.uk

HEALEY FROGEYE.  Isle of Wight built. In Ecurie 
Ecosse  Blue with Blue leather seats. Chrome wire 
wheels 1098cc.  Excellent condition. More details at 
www.mgmidgets.com. Or telephone Mike Authers 
Classics 07703 465224 £16,750

01480 484 862

CLASSIC
TRACKER

You own a classic, don’t make it history

* 3-WIRE SELF-INSTALL

* REMOTE IMMOBILISER

www.classic-tracker.com

* UK/EU/USA Coverage

* WEB & APP Tracking

WANTED URGENTLY

JAGUAR E TYPES ALL MODELS ANY YEAR OR CONDITION

TOP PRICE PAID. DISTANCE NO OBJECT

PLEASE RING DAY OR NIGHT

01322 669081 / 07836 250222

email: pjarvis646@aol.com

1972 HERITAGE C TYPE - 69,950 Gavin McGuire 
- 01892 770310 or 07770 316482 E-mail 
gavinmcguirecars@gmail.com  or web www.
gavinmcguire.co.uk

Classic vehicle restoration, service 

and sales. From MOT and service 

to full restoration, from Triumph TR 

to Ferrari Dino we are here to cater 

for all your classic vehicle needs. 

We are located in Hedgerley in 

Buckinghamshire just off junction 

2 on the M40 (Beaconsfield)  

with nearest train station being 

Gerrards Cross.

See websites www.templarandwildeclassics.co.uk and  
www.p1800specialist.com for details of our services.

07792 911355    info@templarandwildeclassics.co.uk

1988 Corniche 40,000 miles

Immaculate. RHD.Auto.Truly beautiful. Private sale. 

£115,000. 

Call David 07768 864439. Sussex.

1969 MGB GT 1.8 - Current owner 41 years

1 previous owner. Overdrive. Primrose yellow, sunroof. Black vinyl roof.

C/W/W, chrome bumpers. MOT’d. Regularly serviced. 88,858 miles.

Maintained regardless of cost. Lovely condition. Ready to enjoy.

£8,500 ono (Private Sale)
Tel: 07590 961630

1984 PORSCHE 911 (930) CARRERA 3.2 SPORT CABRIOLET 
(ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT WHALE TAIL)

RHD. 16-inch Fuchs wheels. Sony stereo CD but with period five-drawer cassette storage 
still in place. Current owner 21 years. MOT’d Feb 2019. Comprehensive service history 
178,487miles. Machtech blueprinted and balanced engine at about 90,000 miles. Dark
wine red with matching leather seats and interior. Original equipment racing steering

wheel. 5 speed with desirable pre-G50 gearbox. Manual soft top.Alarm/immobiliser. New 
hood three years ago. Rear seat belts. Much loved Porsche always used weekly if not daily. 

Totally original and blueprinted! £27,911. Tel 07745 996 350.



CLASSIFIED

September 2018 Classic & Sports Car 247

J L

L

M

‘66 XKE Coupe:
Rotisserie restoration.

$99k obo

‘69 2+2 XKE: 
4-speed, sunroof. 

$39.5k obo
chrisferrari7@hotmail.com 
T: +1-602-919-7258 USA

1966 JAGUAR MK II 2.4 SALOON, manual, o/drive,
superb. £30,000. Tel: 01869 249999 www.
vintageandclassiccars.co.uk

WANTED

E Type Wanted

Please call or email with details

Mr M. Wise 07836 622 234

Email: info@michaelwisecars.co.uk

Jaguar E Type 4.2 Ser 2
  Roadster, RHD

       Pls call Howard Wise - 07836 522234

WANTED

JAGUAR SERIES 3 CONVERTIBLE 1974 E-TYPE. 
Azure blue with magnolia hide piped blue. Back to
metal re-spray with engine out.  New hood, wire
wheels stainless steel exhaust, low height core
radiator, walnut dash/door tops. Maintained by Colin
Ford. Owned since 1983. Beautiful car. £79,995. Tel:
01322 559623

1966 LOTUS ELAN S3 COUPE
Special Equipment-pre airflow model Fully

rebuilt over the last 3 years
£39,950

www.sussexsportscars.co.uk
sales@sussexsportscars.co.uk

Telephone: 01273477778
Mobile: 07831173729

LOTUS MK6 CLIMAX.One owner 43 years. Ready to 
go. Beautiful car.  Tel: 01834 831 546 or www.
mikebrotherwood.com

Choice of 5 Lotus Elans
A selection of classic Lotus Elans plus over 40 other 

models always available at our showrooms in Lewes.

www.sussexsportscars.co.uk
sales@sussexsportscars.co.uk

Telephone: 01273477778
Mobile: 07831173729

F R SALEFOR SALE

1935 LAGONDA M35R - £127,500 Gavin 
McGuire - 01892 770310 or 07770 316482 
E-mail gavinmcguirecars@gmail.com  or web www.
gavinmcguire.co.uk

1977 Lamborghini Espada Series III -
original RHD, Australian delivered,
fully restored, original 58,000 miles

T +61.2.9922 2036

SYDNEY AUSTRALIA

01227 720306

07860 232 232

Probably the best and largest supplier of genuine 

Morris Minor Convertibles in the world.

� Established for 36 years.

�  Good value examples from £3,500 - £16,500.

� Full after sales service facilities.

� Convertibles required.

Well maintained plus extensive recent works.
Drives well. Very good condition inside and out.

£17,950

01534 864073 www.leriche.com

A U T O M O B I L E R E S T O R E R S

1972/3 MGB Roadster

1953 3 Litre bodied Lagonda Tickford DHC

2.6 Litre engine completely rebuilt to Vantage spec. Bodywork

refurbished, new hood and trim. Overdrive, servo assisted brakes. 

�ĞƐƚ�ŽīĞƌ�ŽǀĞƌ�άϲϬϬϬϬ�ƐĞĐƵƌĞƐ����dĞů��ϬϭϳϯϮ�ϲϲ�ϱϰϬ

Now taking orders for 2018 
Morgan 3-Wheelers. 5-speed, 

S&S Vtwin. One in stock!

Now taking orders for on the new
Margan +4 and Roaster V6!

Florida’s Morgan dealer #motoringwithstyle
We sell, buy & consign Morgan cars & other 

quality British sports cars 

1961 Morgan 4/4 RHD, 1600 Ford 
crossflow with Weber. Old English 

white w/ red leather $29,500

OFFICIAL DEALER FOR MORGAN, RAPTOR & INTERMECCANICA

Office: +1-330-759-5224 • Fax: +1-330-759-5225 • Jbenzr@aol.com

1952 Lagonda dhc, nice old together car for restoration.
1919 American Lafrance Speedster: literally huge fun!
1957 Jag 140 dhd project: enormous amount of 
resto done by  the best 
'91 Alfa Spider Veloce: 33,000 miles, 
in Washington state--do the National meet!
'66 AH BJ8, mostly rebuilt good driver, v. orig, v. reasonable.

1967 AH BJ8 for restoration, new Kilmartin chassis 
completely fitted by the best, much superb work done. 
1971 Mazda Cosmo 110Sport: great cars.
AH parts trove from great restorer. 100M orig. carbs
Maserati A61500 Weber36DCR carb. More Maserati,
Ferrari, Aston, Jag 120 thru XKE, AH parts.

Shipping $995 Guaranteed!! - all base ports • Southern California, USA (562) 691-1109

'76 Porsche 914, 2 liter, DRIVE GREAT,
no rust, App Group, 2 avail, from $9500

www.PhilNeweySportsCars.com • PhilNeweyCars@aol.com

'59 MB 190 D, California car, NO RUST!!,
4-speed, tools, books, lovely car. $11,500

'58 MGA Rdstr, California RUST FREE CARS!!
4 AVAILABLE, NICE CARS. $16,950

HIL NEWEY
SPORTS CARS OF CALIFORNIA

'54 MGTD, needs resto, California car, new 
tires, new wood floors. $5950. 3 MGTDs avail!

'59 MGA TWIN CAM, California car, no rust, 
nice interior, Heritage Cert. MGB motor $30,000

'78 Datsun 280Z, 5-speed, immaculate condi-
tion, no rust, perfect interior. $14,500

01480 484 862
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1977 Lancia Beta Spyder Series II

32,000 Km, Left Hand Drive, 5 spd, 1600 cc, Father/
Son owned since 1985, Fibre Glass Bonnet, Needs 

some paint. £POA

Tel.  07970 634 548 (No Canvassers)

1991 Peugeot 205 GTI
 Just 67,000 miles with history - recent 

cambelt and water pump Not many in this 
condition. £13,950

www.sussexsportscars.co.uk
sales@sussexsportscars.co.uk

Telephone: 01273477778
Mobile: 07831173729

MG MIDGETS! Small selection of properly restored
midgets, some with new Heritage body shells.
£5,000 to £15,000. Mike Authers Classics, specialist 
in classic Midgets, Abingdon. Please Telephone: 
07703 465224 or visit www.mgmidgets.com

Uprated TD2 engine. Detailed engine bay and
underside. Excellent paint. Drives great.

£23,950

01534 864073 www.leriche.com

A U T O M O B I L E R E S T O R E R S

1948 MG TC

MERCEDES E320 SPORTLINE CABRIOLET
1994L, Blue/Black metallic, grey leather, black soft
top, 4 speed auto, cruise, airbag, electric seats,
leather steering wheel, original Sportline 15” alloys,
FSH, 96,000m, £15,950 Cheshire Classic Benz Ltd
www.ccbenz.co.uk TEL: 01625 260913 CHESHIRE

MERCEDES 220SEB COUPE 1966D Original colour
scheme of Midnight Blue with pale grey leather, four
speed column change auto, fully restored and
immaculate condition throughout, 49,000 miles,
believed genuine, £44,950 Cheshire Classic Benz Ltd 
www.ccbenz.co.uk TEL: 01625 260913 CHESHIRE

01480 484 862

MG MIDGETS WANTED. Wanted properly restored 
Midgets urgently required. Contact Mike Authers 
Classics, Abingdon. Please Telephone: 07703 
465224 or visit www.mgmidgets.com

2012 MERCEDES BENZ- AMG 6.3. RHD. 17000 
miles. 2 door, coupe, full service history, 1 owner, 
black with black leather, panoramic roof. £29,995. 
Tel: 0117 956 7144 or visit www.allsportscars.co.uk

1959 MORRIS MINOR TRAVELLER - £13,500 
Gavin McGuire - 01892 770310 or 07770 
316482E-mail gavinmcguirecars@gmail.com  or 
web www.gavinmcguire.co.uk

WANTED: 300SL GULLWING & ROADSTER 1954-
1963 wanted for straight purchase or consignment. 
Thomas@HamannClassicCars.com, +1-203-918-
8300

1925 MORRIS OXFORD ‘BULLNOSE’ 2-SEAT
TOURER & DICKEY. £17,000. Also available: 1928
MORRIS Oxford 13.9hp Saloon, fl at rad. £12,500. 
Tel: 01869 249999 www.vintageandclassiccars.
co.uk

1932 MG J2 MIDGET 2-SEAT SPORTS.£35,000. 
Tel: 01869 249999 www.vintageandclassiccars.
co.uk

1991 MORGAN 4/4 2-seater, XR3 eng., 20k miles 
from new, full history. .£23,750. Tel: 01869 249999 
www.vintageandclassiccars.co.uk

1913 OVERLAND MODEL 79TE 4-seat tourer, 
35hp, 3.5 litres, VCC dated. £37,750. Tel: 01869 
249999 www.vintageandclassiccars.co.uk

www.mikebrotherwood.com
The Historic Lotus Specialist

01834 831 546

Lotus 17. Very Rare. Unique original 
front suspension. Raced with 1500 FWB 
from new. Fitted with new FWA for Le 

Mans Classic.
Lotus Mk6 Climax. One owner 43 years.

Ready to go. Beautiful car.

Lotus X1 S2. A very good replica.  
Minimal mileage.

Please visit my website “FOR SALE “ page. New and original Lotus space
frame chassis available. Plus parts to build your Historic Lotus or Coventry 

Climax engine car.

LARGE DETACHED 3 BEDROOM 

BUNGALOW IN LARGE PLOT 

WITH EXTENSIVE GARAGING

Situated 30 mins north of Peterborough. Kings Cross 50 
mins. Lounge; Dining Room; Very big Kitchen Diner. 3 

Double bedrooms master with en-suite.

Total plot approx third of an acre. Four car garage with 
inspection pit, second double garage with own access.
Ideal for car enthusiast offers in the region of £425,000 

Tel: 07703 581669 or 01406 373323

2001/Y MINI COOPER 1275CC One of the last real 
Minis!  One lady owner and genuine 18,000 miles 
from new.  Superb condition. Rare in Black with white 
roof and half leather seats. More photos at www.
mgmidgets.com or telephone Mike Authers Classics 
on 07703 465224. £12,750
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WANTED: 550RS Spyder, 550A, RS60, RS61, RSK,
356 Carrera Speedster and other significant classic
Porschewantedforstraightpurchaseorconsignment.
Thomas@HamannClassicCars.com, +1-203-918-
8300

www.rsande.co.uk

RENAULT CLIO V6 2004 PHASE 2. Number 150.
Blue. 31K miles. Owned 9 1/2 years. Price £29,000.
Excellent condition. Tel: 0782 348 993. Private sale.

1988 Range Rover EFI
Just 7500 miles from new. Exceptional condition
throughout with unmarked bodywork and interior

£52,950

www.sussexsportscars.co.uk
sales@sussexsportscars.co.uk

Telephone: 01273477778
Mobile: 07831173729

1933 ROLLS ROYCE 20/25 Sedanca de Ville by
Windover.£44,000. Tel: 01869 249999 www.
vintageandclassiccars.co.uk

1928 RILEY 9 MK 1 DROP HEAD COUPE -
£32,500 Gavin McGuire - 01892 770310 or
07770 316482 E-mail gavinmcguirecars@gmail.
com or web www.gavinmcguire.co.uk

1930 RILEY 9 2/4 SEATER - £17,950 Gavin
McGuire - 01892 770310 or 07770 316482
E-mail gavinmcguirecars@gmail.com or web www.
gavinmcguire.co.uk

1968 RELIANT SCIMITAR COUPE, 3-liter V6 essex
engine, very well painted, very nice interior and very
well sortedengine. Excellent file of bill and history.
£9,500. Tel 01869 249999  www.
vintageandclassiccars.co.uk

1935 ROLLS ROYCE 20/25 Limousine by Park 
Ward.£37,500. Tel: 01869 249999 www.
vintageandclassiccars.co.uk

1936 RILEY 12/4 KESTREL SPRITE 
SALOON.£26,500. Tel: 01869 249999 www.
vintageandclassiccars.co.uk

1955 RENAULT DAUPHINOISE VAN, UK registered, 
original, not restored. £8,750. Tel: 01869 249999 
www.vintageandclassiccars.co.uk

1964 ROVER P4 110. RHD. 66000 miles.  Manual 
Overdrive, last year made this model, totally original 
condition - Garaged all its life, would be very hard to 
find one in this good a condition, TAX and MOT 
exempt. £10,995. Tel: 0117 956 7144 or visit www.
allsportscars.co.uk

01480 484 862

1972 TRUIMPH STAG AUTO. RHD. Large history 
file, restored 15 years ago, nice driving, solid car that 
can be used as is car or taken to next level. £8,750. 
Tel: 0117 956 7144 or visit www.allsportscars.co.uk

1972 TRIUMPH TR6 150 BHP. Man/OD. RHD.
Man/O, 70000 miles. 3 owners, last owner since
1985.full documented history, Full and half Tonue 
TAX and MOT Exempt. £26,995. Tel: 0117 956 
7144 or visit www.allsportscars.co.uk

1936 TRIUMPH DOLOMITE 2-LITRE 
SALOON.£18,500. Tel: 01869 249999 www.
vintageandclassiccars.co.uk

1922 WOLSELEY 7 TWIN CYLINDER - £19,250 
Gavin McGuire - 01892 770310 or 07770 316482 
E-mail gavinmcguirecars@gmail.com or web www.
gavinmcguire.co.uk

1947 WOLSELEY 14-60 SALOON . £16,750. Tel: 
01869 249999 www.vintageandclassiccars.co.uk

DK Engineering are always willing to consider new 

DGGLWLRQV�WR�WKHLU�ZRUNVKRS�VWD䈱��3RVLWLRQV�DYDLODEOH�

IRFXV�VSHFL¿FDOO\�RQ�SUH�RU�SRVW������PRGHOV�RI� 

)HUUDUL��$�FDQGLGDWH�ZLOO�QHHG�WR�SRVVHVV�DQ� 

exceptional standard of work and can specialise in 

VHUYLFH�UHVWRUDWLRQ��UDFH�SUHSDUDWLRQ��JHDUER[�	�HQJLQH�

UHEXLOGLQJ�RU�IDEULFDWLRQ��3OHDVH�IRUZDUG�&9¶V�WR�

info@dkeng.co.uk  - T. 01923 287687

Technician Appointments

POOKS MOTOR BOOKS

Brochures, Books, Magazine and Programs, 

Handbooks, Manuals, Car, Commercial and 

Motorcycle Literature 1896 to date, bought and sold 

Six roomed shop covering 3500 sq feet. 5 miles 

north of Leicester. 10 minutes from junction 21A 

of the M1.

Postal service worldwide. Open weekdays only.

e-mail – pooks.motorbooks@virgin.net

Fowke Street, Rothley, Leicestershire, LE7 7PJ

Tel – 0116 237 6222 Fax – 0116 237 6491 

www.pooksmotorbookshop.co.uk

• Over 25 years experience in classic 
car restoration.

• Bespoke classic car custom build 
best-in-show awards.

• Luxuriously restored original 
VSHFLÀFDWLRQ�FODVVLF�FDUV�

• Built to customers exact 
VSHFLÀFDWLRQV�

• Covering all aspects of classic car 
motoring.

• Our high levels of enthusiasm are 
matched by the high quality of our 

services.

www.tr6.com 
www.woodbridgeclassiccars.org

Tel: 01728 746413 Email: sales@tr6.com
Blomvyle Hall Garage, Easton Lane, 

Hacheston, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 0DY

Rolling Road Facility
DK Engineering has a purpose-built Rolling Road 

Dyno Cell that can accommodate any two-wheel 

drive vehicle up to 1000bhp.

For all enquiries / bookings (trade and private 

individuals welcome) please contact us.

www.dke.co.uk  - T. 01923 287687

CLASSIC
TRACKER

You own a classic, don’t make it history

* 3-WIRE SELF-INSTALL

* REMOTE IMMOBILISER

www.classic-tracker.com

* UK/EU/USA Coverage

* WEB & APP Tracking
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W
hat’s in a name? If the name is
Giulia, and it’s attached to an
Alfa Romeo, then quite a lot
– not least a serious weight of
expectation. In the quarter of

a century since Alfa last offered a rear-wheel-
drive saloon (the 75) – and arguably for longer
than that – its cars have been beloved in spite of
their abilities rather than because of them, trad-
ing on past glories and an evocative badge.

But now, after a series of false dawns, we have
the Giulia Quadrifoglio 2.9 V6 Bi-Turbo. Those
last few details are promising, aren’t they? And
they result in a faintly ridiculous 503bhp, deliv-
ered to the rear wheels via an eight-speed ’box
operated by a pair of exquisite cast-aluminium
paddles mounted behind the steering wheel.

Exquisite is the word for this machine: there
are flaws – the infotainment system, for example
– but this is a beautifully put-together jewel of a
car. There’s lots of exposed carbonfibre – it’s real,
too, for the bonnet and roof – and the interior is
a special place to sit, hugged by superb sports
seats and faced with cowled dials beneath a
sculptural sweep of dashboard covered with soft
leather. The driving position is BTCC-perfect,
and the red starter button on the steering wheel
is a gimmick that’s hard to dislike.

Firing with a muted blare, the Quadrifoglio
shimmies at idle, giving a hint of what’s to come.

FUTURE CLASSIC

This newcomer is out to beat BMW’s M3; has Alfa bitten off more than it can chew?
WORDS ALASTAIR CLEMENTS  PHOTOGRAPHY TONY BAKER

Click the ‘Alfa DNA Pro’ dial to ‘normal’ and 
the Giulia remains remarkably supple, the adap-
tive dampers reacting to rough surfaces and 
keeping things relatively serene. Turn it round to 
‘Race’, however, and the Alfa’s inner devil is 
released as the exhaust gets louder, the driver 
aids are disengaged and every response sharpens.

Remember those great rear-drive Alfas? This 
one is better: it’s predictable, poised, and incred-
ibly wieldy for a near-1600kg four-door, with 
wonderfully responsive steering and monstrous 
grip from the Pirelli P-Zero Corsas – 245/35 
front, 285/30 rear – that wrap those fabulous 
19in alloys. You can’t help but miss the almost 
orchestral sound of the old Alfa V6: this Ferrari-
derived unit’s song is masked by turbos and 
overscored by an angry cackle from the exhausts, 
spitting in disgust if you short-shift and urging 
you to the redline despite the whopping low-
down torque. Gears slam in with gut-punching 
aggression and the pace is outrageous, smashing 
60mph in less than 4 secs and tramping into 
three figures in a heartbeat. Exploit that pace, 
however, and it develops a single-figure thirst 
while your points tally takes a battering.

After the disappointing Giulietta revival, the 
Giulia more than lives up to its name. Gorgeous, 
intensely brilliant to drive and dripping with 
desirability, it’s the best Alfa for a generation. 
The glory days are well and truly back.

ALFA ROMEO GIULIA

FACTFILE
Engine 2891cc twin-turbo V6; 
503bhp @ 6500rpm; 443lb ft 
@ 2500rpm Transmission eight-
speed semi-automatic, RWD 
0-60mph 3.9 secs Top speed 
191mph Mpg 34.4 Price £61,295




