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About Us

Website:
www.retroautos.com.au

Postal Address
PO Box 243
Jannali

NSW 2226

Email:
david@retroautos.com.au

Contributions

Want to have your car
profiled In Retroautos?
Please contact us at
david@retroautos.com.au

Club Publicity

We encourage all classic
car clubs to let us know
what they are doing. If
you want publicity for a
major event, then simply
email us.
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| was reading a club's magazine
recently and the editor of the
publication was commenting on the
small number of members they had
under the age of 40 and how new
membership growth had slowed down
In the past 2 years.

The comment started me thinking
about the show and shines and the
major classic car events I've been to in
the past 12 months. And | have to
admit there is an increasing amount of
grey hair wandering among the cars.

So, Is our hobby and passion aging?
Are numbers actually in decline? | have
a suspicion that membership of clubs
IS not In growth mode. The question Is
then, are we all happy with this
situation, and If not, what are the peak

Retro Voice

bodies doing about it. Indeed, what Is
your club doing about it? Or is It just
too far into the future to worry about?

The real impact of an aging enthusiast
base Is that over the long term there
will be more collectible cars than
collectors.

There may be a time when an EH
Holden finds no buyers or Is sold off
very cheaply just to get rid of It.

You might scoff at that scenario, but it
will happen. Not next week, and maybe
not Iin the next couple of years, but In
2024, who will want yet another a
1964 Holden?

And just Imagine the fate of less
popular classics.

Retroautos 2



Retro

News

Anniversaries
Dodge’s Centenary is being celebrate

around Australia at the moment
One of the biggest events Is the

Dodge Brothers National Tour at
Forbes from 12t to 18t October.

Meanwhile, Maserati has made It to
its 100" year, and if Rover was still
around it would have been 110.

Its 50 years since the Sunbeam
Tiger was released (see separate
story) .The same goes for the little
Fiat 850. The two door sedan was

later developed Into the stylish
coupe and convertible spider
pictured here.

September also saw the 1257

anniversary of the birth of Mercedes
Jellinek, whose father sold Daimlier
cars. In 1900 he won the rights to
sell them In France, Belgium and the
United States. He also wanted them
named after his daughter, Mercedes.
The factory agreed and the rest of
the story Is automotive history.

Two organisations celebrating 20%
anniversaries are the Pittwater
Motoring  Enthusiasts and the

Southern Sydney Early Holden clubs.
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Celebrate the Joy of Motoring
i the 5th Aanual

Ex[m I
¢ Australian Motorlife Mus su“dav Sth
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Darkes Road, Kembla Grange (Wollongong) 9.320am - 2. 30Pm
Pedal Car Display
Military Vehicle Display -~
Trophies
Presentation 1.45pm
Raffle

Hot & Cold Food
and Drinks All Day

*  Motering Book Sale
Metal Spinning Demos

Rally Bags

+ Live Music

— 'ﬁ Pericd dress
>, encouraged!

Gates open BAM, wiih free brajler parzing

Visit www. muinrlrfemusnum com.au or Phnne 0408 211 844

It's Show Time!
Put Saturday 15t November in your
diary for the Yass Antigue Motor
Club’s Classic Yass. It features cars
from the early 1900’s through to the
70’s plus a Billy Cart Derby. And its
free.

Meanwhile, the Motorlife Museum In

Wollongong has its annual expo on
Sunday 5" October.

Further south will be the Kiama Car
Spectacular and Swap meeting on
Sunday 2™ November.
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First Three Printed Issues
A limited number of the first three print
editions of Retroautos are now available.
See back cover page for more details
and how to order.

Motorclassica

The folks at Motorclassica have
selected 150 veteran, vintage, classic
and collectable cars and motorcycles
for the Australilan International
Concours dElegance, to be held at
this year's event in Melbourne's
Royal Exhibition Building on 24-26
October.

Among the more Interesting entries
for the Concours dElegance are the
ex-Les Murray Australian Grand Prix
winning MG P-type special, an ex-
"Gelignite Jack®™ Murray Cadillac
Allard J2 and an ex-Jack
Brabham /Frank Gardner BT23C. In
the “barn find” category, a 1936
Daimler Limousine which was once
garaged at the Royal Mews In
London as the preferred transport of
King George VI will stand up beside a
rare 1929 Cadillac Tourer and a
pristine Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow |l
amongst others.

Cord Naming Rights
The naming rights and trademark for
the iconic Cord are currently for sale
in the USA. They're yours for around

$A850,000.

&f e
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Canada’s Oldest Classic
Canada’s oldest known car, the
Taylor Steam Buggy, was shown at
the Cobble Beach Concours de’
Elegance last month.

Cobble Beach is Canada’s answer to
the American Pebble Beach event.

Henry Seth Taylor designed and built
his Steam Buggy In Stanstead,

Quebec. It was the very first car to be
designed and constructed in Canada.
Taylor designed the whole machine,
and created many of the working
parts himself. He started in 1865, and
It was unveiled in 1367/.

That Sinking Feeling

The National Corvette Museum In the
USA will fill in the sink hole that
opened up In February and swallowed
eight nistoric Corvettes. All have been
rescued but only two are salvageable,
a 2009 ZR1 and the 1992 "One
Millionth”. They have been
transported to GM In Detroit for
repair. The rest will stay on display,
squashed and splintered.

1960 Ford Falcon Prototype
The rendering below Is from the
vaults at Ford. It 1s a mid-1950s
drawing for the proposed Falcon. Ford
developed hundreds of ideas for the
Falcon, Including many that
resembled a mini-Edsel. This one at
least has a definite Falcon look to It,
and a distinctive “Thunderbird” roof
line, that ended up on our XM.

Ironically, the XM Falcon reaches it’s
50t anniversary this year, though it
would seem Ford is not really into that
kind of celebration.

Retroautos 5



50t Anniversary

It's 50 years since the conservative
Rootes Group asked Carroll Shelby
and his mate Ken Miles to shoehorn
Ford V8s into their nice Sunbeam
Alpine four cylinder sports car.

The idea was to generate more sales
In the USA, and elsewhere across the
world.

Rootes management was looking for
something more exciting to appeal to
the burgeoning American youth and
performance market.

The Shelby Cobra of 1962 was the
Inspiration for the Tiger, and Rootes
American west coast Director lan
Garrad was quick to grasp the
significance.

At his direction, two prototypes were
constructed using Alpine shells, one
by Carroll Shelby and the other by
Ken Miles.

After a test drive by Lord Rootes
himself, the project was given official
blessing with Jensen Motors In
England, assembling the cars.

¥

1
I tokes real cals o recognize the lop call Rootes Sunbeam  placed first in its class inthe 1968 Bayiona 2000, 1T takes
lgeEr—a trun British sports car with o wallop that rakes gt of man 0 ride this Tiger, b o couts anhy $1499
Bsser Cars subk in thelr gareges. Fast? Wit s Ford V8 P.5. Look at ma Tigers lairangle, the Sunbosm Mpir

&
y-bo-take £2390.

‘65 Sunbeam Ifig:f._-f [5

Axk phout aur Ovarssas Delivery Plan [SUNBEAM|

Unlike the Cobra, the Tiger used a
low-horsepower, 164-hp version of the
Ford 260-c.. small-block engine, and
performance was relatively mild,
although In an entirely different
league from the Alpine. The zero to
60 time was a respectable 9.5
seconds.
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Chrysler’'s purchase of Rootes spelled
the end for the Tiger. The notion of
having an engine built by rival Ford In
a car sold by Chrysler was just too
much. Plus no Chrysler V-8 would fit
the tight confines of the Alpine’s
engine compartment without an
extensive re-design. And there was no
way Chrysler was about to spend
more money on a Rootes car. Before
the axe fell, however, the most
exciting Tiger was released for 196/.

The Mk Il boasted Ford's 289-c.i. V-8
and a few stylistic differences from
the Alpine In the form of unique
headlight trim, an egg-crate grille,
and lower body striping. Fewer than
300 Tiger lls were built, making them
the most desirable of the line.

The car Is most noted for Its
appearance In the opening scenes of
the old NBC TV Comedy series "Get
Smart®. Maxwell Smart, Agent 86,
played by Don Adams, drove a red
Sunbeam Tiger which supposedly
contained 'Control' enhancements
such as a cigarette lighter that was

really a grenade, an ejector seat, an
exhaust pipe machine gun, a tail pipe
oil slick device and two 50-caliber
machine guns concealed In the hood,
amongst others.

Adams, pictured left, later bought the
car and gave it to his daughters.

EUNBEAM
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The release of a new Holden or Ford is
not what it used to be. Back in the day
when Holden released their all-new FE
model it was THE event of 1956.
Some capital city newspapers even
devoted their entire front page to the
car and people crowded outside of
dealers to get a first glimpse.

The FE sparkled next to its FJ
predecessor. The svelte contemporary
styling gave i1t a longer and lower look.

The wide, heavily chromed grille,
chromed side spears, two-tone
exterior paint schemes and two-tone
upholstery meant the FE looked more
expensive than it was.

Buyers lined up and long waiting lists
developed. Cars sold at full price.
Holden dealers smiled. Lots of money
was made. Those were the good old
days when Holden dealers did not
have to work too hard to make a sale.

Retroautos 9



Wayne Skuse Is just the second
owner of this immaculate FE Holden
Special, and ironically, 1t Is not two-
tone. The car was built at Holden’s
Pagewood factory. It was purchased
by Its first owner In January 195/
from the showrooms of Fair Deal
Holden in Parramatta, Sydney.

Wayne acquired the FE in July 2001,
and had to agree to some conditions.
He explains, "When | brought the car it
was owned by an elderly lady who
lived in Parramatta. Due to her health
she had to stop driving. She
stipulated that the car must be sold
someone who would keep the car In
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Wayne Skuse and his FE. It is one of the best FEs we have seen in a long time.
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Its original condition and not hotrod it
or anything.”

The FE was registered and in drivable
condition when Wayne bought It.

Since then he has had some body
panels repaired and had the motor
rebuilt.

The seats have been completely
upholstered to factory specifications.
The bumpers and other trim bits were
re-chromed. More recently he has
had the car repainted to ensure a
consistent finish all over.

Wayne's FE is driven often and for
considerable distances.

“l took it down to Tasmania last year
for the FE Nationals meeting and it ran
perfectly. It easily kept up with
freeway traffic and took us just a day
to drive back from Melbourne to
Sydney” he says.

You might have seen Wayne’'s car on
TV. It was used In the ABC series
Paper Giants and the 2006 series of
Agony Aunts with Clive Robertson.
Clive would drive up to subject’s
house In the FE.

Retroautos 12



For the detail minded, Wayne's FE was
the 10,376 car built at the Pagewood
factory during the FE model run. The
exterior colour 1s Ascot Grey and the
Interior I1s Fall Red combined with
Parchment lvory inserts.

At Retroautos we have seen a lot of FE
Holdens Iin our time, and this one
rates as one of the best in Australia.

This FE is no “trailer queen”, where the
owner busily keeps everyone away
from the car whenever it I1s out of the

garage.

On the contrary, Wayne Is always
keen to show 1t and lets people look
closely at it, so they can revel in what
Is a fine example of the aspirations
and hopes of 1950s Australia.

Retroautos 13



Above: A wide open chromed grille for a wide open country.
Below: The ‘grey’ six cylinder engine that powered all Holdens from 1948 to 1962.
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So many early model Holdens ended up on the speedway and the FE was no exception.
Above are two examples racing at Liverpool Speedway in Sydney in 1970. Below is the 1969
race car (and a spare ) of Newcastle ace Ralph Ranger. Note wing on the roof of the FE.
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Drawling Board
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The I1s no mistaking the General
Motors styling DNA running through
the FE Holden.

Drawn by Alf Payze, the FE was
essentially a smaller, and cheaper to
produce, version of the 1955
Chevrolet. Take away Chevrolet’s wrap
around windscreen and rear quarter
window and both cars are almost
identical. Indeed, the Holden iIs closer
to American design philosophy of the
day than it was to similar sized cars
from Opel and Vauxhall.

On the following pages we have
delved into GM's archives to find
some of the alternative styling ideas
that Alf Payze and his team were
considering for the FE.

These are not full size clay models,
rather they are 3/8" scale.

Both cars are a definite improvement
on the FX/FJ the shapes and grilles
hark back to early 1950s designs.
The final FE design has lighter, more
modern look .

Image above: Alf Payze at the GM Styling Centre in Detroit with GM design boss Bill
Mitchell in 1961. We believe Alf was in Detroit to see what the American’s had done to his

EJ design and to review progress on the EH shape. They are standing beside the 1956
Oldsmobile Golden Rocket dream car, which, for some strange reason no one can explain,

has been painted a very underwhelming shade of blue.
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Image copyright GM Corp 2014

The similarities between the Chevrolet and Holden are clear.
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This design has a grille that is similar to the FJ Holden. Images copyright GM Corp 2014
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Images copyright GM Corp 2014
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This design is a little too bland for our liking. Images copyright GM Corp 2014

Retroautos 21



Retroautos 22



DGDGE//BMN 1914

Retroautos 23



This year marks the 100%™ anniversary
of Dodge in the USA. That the brand
has survived so long in the rough and
tumble automotive world would not
have surprised the two Dodge
brothers, John and Horace. They
designed and built their cars to be
strong, dependable and enduring.

1901-1913: Brothers John and Horace
Dodge, talented machinists and
ambitious businessmen, rose from
humble beginnings to become glants
In the early American automobile
Industry.

In 1901, after several years of
building bicycles and piecework
components for the budding auto
Industry, the brothers founded a
machine shop In Detroit and began
producing transmissions for the Olds
Motor Works. Within a year, they
agreed to builld engnes for
Oldsmobile and Henry Ford.

When Henry Ford’'s company needed
a cash injection to survive, the astute
brothers decided to invest $10,000

and also secured the contract to

Dopose BroTHERS
MOTOR CAR

It Speaks for Itself

make most of Fords parts, including
those for the upcoming Model T.

1914-1924: In 1914 Ford decided to
make and build everything himself and
terminated the brothers’ contract. The
payout they forced out of old Henry |,
after much legal wrangling topped a
staggering $35 million. This was at a
time when the Model T price was $450.

Retroautos 24



Business historians now consider that
the brothers’ original $10,000
iInvestment in Ford to be the most
profitable single Investment In the
history of American commerce!

The brothers formed a new company,
Dodge Brothers, Inc., capitalised with
$5 million in common stock, and
began building their own vehicles —
the world’s first mass-produced all-
steel touring cars.

In 1915, more than 45,000 Dodge cars
were bullt and sold, the best first-year
sales record for a new car In the
industry at the time.

.—1-“"'.-.'
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DODGE ‘ E"J

General John J. Pershing’s successful
use of 250 Dodge touring cars during
the 1916 Mexican border campaign
against Pancho Villa further enhanced
the brand's reputation, and by 1920
Dodge was the second-best selling
car in America.

Capitalising on their products’ quickly
established reputation for reliability
and value, the Dodge Brothers firm
began using the word “dependability”
In their advertising. The description
would endure for decades.

25
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With their early passenger cars
earning recognition for durability and
value, the Dodge brothers soon
began considering ways to convert
thelr successful car platform to truck
applications.

During 191/, their firm began
producing “commercial cars,’
iIncluding military ambulances and
screen-sided business trucks. Panel
delivery trucks, fire trucks, pickups,
chassis-cabs and other models were
soon offered.

In 1920 the company lost its founding
fathers. John Dodge died in January
and his younger brother Horace
succumbed the following December.
The company was then run by their
widows and senior executive Fred
Haynes. At the end of 1920 Dodge
was the second best selling car in the
USA, behind Ford's Model T.

In 1921, Dodge Brothers agreed to
market Graham Brothers medium-

duty trucks through its dealerships;
In turn, every Graham vehicle utilised
a Dodge engine.

This partnership provided Dodge
dealers with a full line of trucks to

sell In addtion to the highly
regarded Dodge passenger cars, and
the resulting sales Increases

prompted Dodge to buy the Graham
Brothers firm.

One of the military’s Dodge Tourers
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Above: 1917 Dodge “Screen Side” Truck was based a strengthened passenger car chassis, 9,064
were produced. The Screenside, and the similar panel vehicle, added to Dodge’s reputation of
dependability, with its service as an ambulance during World War I.
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1925-1929: In 1925 the brothers
widows sold Dodge to a Wall Street
financial firm for a jaw dropping $146
million in cash.

At the time the transaction was the
largest In world history and equates
to about $15 billion in today’s dollars.

On July 31, 1928, Dodge was sold
again, to Walter P. Chrysler and his
newly created Chrysler Corporation,
for $170 million in Chrysler shares.
Plymouth and De Soto were quickly
added to the Chrysler line up, but It
was Dodge which provided the
foundation.

When the transaction was completed
Chrysler Corporation had grown
fivefold overnight to become the third
of Detroit’'s “Big Three” automakers.

1930-1941: In 1930, “Dodge Brothers”
became simply “Dodge”. The brand’s
first  eight-cylinder engine was

completed, and the distinctive ram’s
head hood ornament, designed by
Fairbanks,

sculptor Avard T. first

appeared In 1932.

y 4
DODGE ‘ E"‘

Through the 1930s, Dodge continued
to expand Its passenger car line,
adding contemporary options like
radios and straight-eight engines.

A four-door sedan built in 1935 was
the brand's three-millionth car. Dodge
was also one of the leading single-
brand producers of light- and
medium-duty trucks.

In 1935 KT Keller, who had been In
charge of Dodge, was made President
of all of Chrysler. The Dodge brand
benefited form Chrysler's focus on
engineering excellence, though it

Retroautos 29 |



also inherited Keller's very conservative
approach to styling, something that
would crimp sales In the late 1940s
and early 1950s.

Keller clearly favoured engineering over
styling, but he relented a little for the
1939 models , which celebrate Dodge’s
251 anniversary year.

Evoking the glamour of ocean and air

travel, the redesigned 1939 Dodge
vehicles were christened “Luxury
Liners.”

Chrysler Corporation stylist Dean Clark
styled a limited production Jown
Coupe. His design altered the roof and
side windows and added a distinctive
rear wind crease to the roof and boot.

y 4
DODGE ‘ ";'"‘

Clark’s creation changed American
coupe design. The altered roofline
provided room for front facing seats,
which could be folded up to create
more cargo space.

The thin pillars reflected the Cadillac
60 Special, but at an everyday price.
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LUXURY LINER DELUXE Coupe For Four
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1942-1945: During World War |l
Dodge-made war materials appeared
In weapons, tanks, ships, aircraft and
air raid sirens. Particularly notable
among Dodge's contributions were
more than 500,000 military trucks
and over 18,000 aircraft engines.




1946-1954: In the post-war years,
Dodge vehicles maintained a staid,
tall, boxy appearance. Boring would
be a kind description.

The problem was with KT Keller, now
the Chairman of all of Chrysler. Keller
knew that his company's strength
came from Its engineering reputation,
but he also believed the public would
always demand a car with a roofline
tall enough that customers could
drive In dignity wearing their hats.
Keller didnt mind that GM was
becoming the styling leader because
he thought GM favoured style over
substance. He demanded that
Chrysler, and Dodge, models be
known for value even if they didn't
turn people's heads.

Trouble was, In the late 1940s nobody
was really Interested In engineering.
What they wanted was flamboyant
styling and lots of colour!

After long Internal debates the pre-
war Dodge model designations like
Custom and Deluxe were replaced
with  more colourful names like

Royal and

Meadowbrook, Coronet,
Wayfarer.

y 4
DODGE ‘ '; 'J
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The best said about the styling was
that it was functional.

The focus on engineering was not
without its big benefits. Chrysler's
work on its engines led to the
development of the famed Hemi V&.

Dodge got the small version of it, at
241 cubic inches. It was an optional
extra cost in 1953 and called the Red
Ram. It was Dodge’s first V-8 in 20
years. It would be these engines that
would equate the words “Dodge” and
“speed” for generations to come.

With a Hemi up front, Lee Petty
captured Dodge’s first NASCAR win,
while another Dodge V-8 won the
Mobil Economy Run. In 1954 a Dodge
Royal 500 paced the Indianapolis 500
and Hemi-powered Dodges set 196
speed records at the Bonneville Salt
Flats.

In 1950, Keller saw the styling light,
and hired Virgil Exner as the
companys first Design Director.
Change was about to happen, In
dramatic fashion!
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Three tone and finned. So 1956!

1955-1956:The much-needed restyling
came In 1955, part of Chrysler design
chief Virgil Exner's heralded Forward
Look makeover, an overnight
transformation of all the company’s
products. Exner had started his career
at General Motors, leading the
Pontiac styling studio Iin the mid-
1930s. Exner then went on to style
the 194/ Studebakers before moving
to Chrysler as styling supremo.

Exner really made his mark at
Chrysler, and helped convert the staid
styling into big finned, multi-coloured,

look-at-me cars.

Notable among the longer, lower and
wider Dodge redesigns were the
luxurious Custom Royal models, which
offered push-button transmission

selectors, three-tone paint schemes, a
variety of trim options and V-8 power.

1956 Custom Royal Lancer Four Door Hardtop. The great War of the Fins had started!




With these high-powered, high-style
cars, Dodge began to establish its
reputation as Chrysler's performance
brand. In 1955, Dodge built 237,000
V-8sin a 2/3,000-unit model year.

Dodge upped the horsepower stakes
In 1956 with the D-500 Hemi V-8. The
manual transmission equipped version
boasted 295 horsepower, compared
to the 189 horsepower rating of that
year's standard Dodge V-8. But that
was not enough. The most successful
team owner In NASCAR at the time,
Karl Keikhaefer, and drivers Lee Petty
and Danny Eames, were asking for

more horsepower for their race cars.
So the D-500-1 was built.

At ™
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The D-500-1 was an extra-heavy-duty
vehicle that was for NASCAR racing
only.

A special dual quad and aluminium
Intake helped the D-500-1 produce
276 horsepower. It Is believed that
no more than 100 of these vehicles
were produced.

This vehicle (below) is a replica of
one of the cars the Kelkhaefer race
team ran for the 1950 season.
Keikhaefer was the owner of Mercury
Outboard Engines.

Dodges won 11 NASCAR races In
1956, a number that wouldnt be
matched until 1964. For Chrysler,
Dodge became its Pontiac and
Oldsmobile fighter, combining an
aura of high performance and
leading engine technology.




1957-1959: Exner's greatest year was
1957. His cars set a new benchmark
in styling. Beginning with the 1957/
models, Dodges became even lower
and longer, giving emphasis to their
dramatic tailfins, an iconic Chrysler
design feature of the era.

The lght-filled, curved-glass cabins
and broad, flat surfaces reflected a
fundamental change, quickly copied
by competitors.

In fact, the 195/ Chrysler range
caused panic at General Motors and |
led them to scrap their intended |
designs for 1959, and re-style their
entire product line up.

The 1958 Dodge range. These cars were styled so low, that engineers had to design a new air
cleaner system to make sure it fitted under the bonnet. The rear vision mirror had to be

mounted on the dashboard in order to ugh head room across the front seat.
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When Vigil Exner left Chrysler, in 1962 the fins disappeared within two years. Elwood Engel
took over from Exner. While at Ford, Engel styled the 1961 Lincoln and so many of his later
Chrysler designs reflected his liking of oblong shapes and “filling the space out to the corners”.
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1960-1968: Dodge entered the small-
car (or “compact”) field for the first
time in 1961 with the Lancer, based
on the Valiant. Dodge picked up the
corporate slant six across the entire
car range and also went to unibody
construction (see image below).

The Flightwing concept car was
shown In 1961, it looked like a large
Valiant with gull-wing doors. It was
not a pretty car.

At the same time, Chrysler's top
management decided to reduce the
size of therr full-size cars, after

il

The shorte 62 and 1963 Dodge

Darts. Sales tanked, and it took Chrysler
and Dodge two years to get out of the
trench they dug for themselves.

hearing a rumour that GM would be

doing this. It was not true but Dodge |
was caught in the chaos that followed |

the release of the smaller 1962
models and sales dropped alarmingly,
as did all Chrysler brands.

Exner was the scapegoat for the sales
disaster, and left In 1962. Elwood
Engle, from Ford, took his place.

To maintain Dodge’'s performance
Image, and to compete with Pontiac,
the 413-cubic-inch Ramcharger Max-
Wedge engine was released in 1962.

The Flightwing was a
Valiant on steroids. Not
a pretty automobile.
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One year later, the larger 426-A
Ramcharger appeared. It boasted 425
horsepower and quickly found
success at drag strips nationwide.




New on showroom floors in 1966 was |

the first Dodge Charger, brought to

life using the underpinnings of the |

mid-size Dodge Coronet.

Dramatically restyled two years later,
the 1963 Charger sold three times as
well as its 1966 predecessor and
became one of the company’s most
memorable and successful vehicles.
lts starring role in the movie Bullitt
has given it icon status.

During the mid-1960s, Dodge
expanded Its reputation as a
performance brand with high-powered
products for both racing and street
applications. Roger Lindamood drove
the “Color Me Gone” Dodge to the
National Hot Rod Association’s Top
Eliminator title.
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Roger Lindamood's “Color Me Gone” Dodge
comprised mostly aluminium panels. It's name
& came from his children, who were inspired by

™| the pop song of the same name and wrote it
on the side of a previous drag car owned by
Lindamood.

1969-1981: For NASCAR racing,
Dodge resurrected the hemispherical-
head concept in a new 426-cubic-inch
HEMI-Charger engine for competition
use only, which soon proved capable
of generating some 500 horsepower.

Running Wide Open: Dave Marcis (above) and
Bobby Issacs (below ) in the Dodge Daytonas. A special Daytona Charger race car

NENIOLUSLEUREERGEREISERRGEVAICICREIEE  cquipped with a HEMI-Charger, an
for Chevrolet and Ford. elongated nose piece and a roof-high

spoiler attached at the rear took the
checker at the 1969 Talladega 500.

And Dodges got bigger and longer as

the 19/0s progressed. Too big and
too long, as It turned out.
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The high power, low priced Super Bee. This vehicle was given to a trade school in Indiana in late

1970 by Chrysler to train future automotive technicians. The vehicle sat idle in the school's
parking lot until 2003 when it was returned to Chrysler. The car was fully restored by Chrysler to

its factory condition with the aid of the original broadcast sheet that was still in the back seat. It
has less than 500 original miles on the clock.
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as cop cars., and remain unloved today. However a small but
dedlcated collector group is qLueti}r buymg these laru:f yachts




America’s fondness for fast cars was
effusively addressed by Dodge during
the “muscle car” era of the late '60s
and early 19/0s.

Notable Dodge nameplates include
the Charger R/T (for Road and Track),

the Coronet R/T, with a 440-cubic-
iInch Magnum V-8 engine as standard

equipment, the Super Bee and, after

19/0, the Challenger.

1982-1991: By 1980 big cars were

out of favour. In 1982, Dodge
Introduced the compact Aries, Its
version of the famous Chrysler K-car
that would prove instrumental to the

company’s financial recovery following |

a series of financial reverses. Perhaps
the best-known — and certainly the
most popular — of Dodge’s recent
products Is the Caravan front-wheel-

drive minivan. Introduced in the 1984 =

model year, the Caravan combined

the comfort of a car with the space of

a van and yet it fit iIn a standard
garage.

1992-1998: Resurrecting its storied
and successful performance-brand
heritage, Dodge created a stir with
the launch of the Viper in 1992, a V-
10-powered, two-seat sports car that

set the stage for an all-new mid-"90s |

Dodge product line-up, including the
large Intrepid, the mid-size Stratus,
the compact Neon and the
unmistakable new Ram pickup truck.
In 1996, the new Viper coupe paced
the Indianapolis 500, driven Dby
Chrysler president Bob Lutz.
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1998-2014: On the occasion of the
Dodge brands 100" anniversary it
could be said that the brothers’ vision
for their enterprise had been fulfilled.

Millions of customers still appreciated
the dependable Dodge difference In
passenger cars.

Dodge Is a leader In the modern-day
truck and car market, producing a
variety of models with numerous
powertrain options, including a diesel-
electric hybrid. What other brand can
reflect on such a rich legacy, on the
street and on the track?

Y 1957 Dodge truck featured sedan fins grafted on the rear mudguards. |
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Dodge 1n Australila

Dodge has been sold in Australia The Richards business was sold to a

since 1918/1919. consortium of Chrysler distributors in
1946, which Iin turn sold out to the

Ironically, it was the Holden company Chrysler Corporation in 1951.

In Adelaide which first built Dodges,

using locally made bodies attached In 1953 Chrysler released a trio of

to imported frames. cars: Plymouth, Dodge and De Soto.
All used the same Plymouth boay,

In 1928 the business transferred to TJ with different grilles and chrome to

Richards, also in Adelaide. differentiate each brand. Power came
from an aging sidevalve six.




The very small production volumes
meant that Exner’s flashy 1955/56
models did not make 1t to Australia.
Instead, Chrysler combined the three
brands Into one car, the Chrysler
Royal.

By 1958 sales were so slow that
Chrysler executives decide to bring
back De Soto, Plymouth and Dodge,
this time with the current USA shapes.

Dodge’s contribution was the Custom
Royal with the Hemi V8.

This experiment lasted just two years,

y 4
DODGE l E"‘

when once again the American line
up was reduced into one model. This
time it was branded the Dodge
Phoenix.

The Phoenix’s target market was the
growing sales of the Ford ‘s Fairlane
and Galaxie and the GM twins,
Chevrolet Belair and Pontiac
Laurentian, to wealthier Australians.

In 1965 , Chrysler started to use the
Canadian Plymouth Fury as the base
for the Phoenix.

For our money, the best Phoenix’s are
the pillarless hardtops built from 196/
through to 1971. They are rare and
have drop-dead styling. Chrysler
Australia only built 400 Phoenixes a
year. As an added bonus the cars
built between 1969 and 1971, when
production ceased, have an

Individualised number plague on the
dashboard.
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Back in the 1960s General Motors’
(GM) Vauxhall subsidiary in the UK
had a staid and conservative image.

That all changed when three, like-
minded, young cars designers,
Americans Leo Pruneau and Wayne
Cherry, and Australian John Taylor,
were transferred to its styling
department and set about injecting
some very welcome pizzazz.

And all would go on to influence the
shape of the GM cars we drive.

Leo Pruneau picks up the Vauxhall tale:
“Back in 1965 when | was at Vauxhall,
Opel were almost ready to produce their
little GT sports car .And we knew we had
to do one too.”

So, In October 1965 Leo called in his
assistants, Wayne Cheery and John
Taylor together to discuss their plans
and ideas.

With the help of a GM engineer and
part-time Corvette race car driver,
Jud Holcomb, they set about
designing and building a radical
sports car that set a new direction for
the conservative Vauxhall image.

Images copyright GM Corp 2014
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A scant six months later the car
debuted at the 1966 Geneva Motor
Show.

Called the XVR, everyone crowded
around it. What they saw was a low
slung, British racing green, two seater
that featured no front pillars.

Instead, a spine ran up the middle of
the front windscreen and onto it were

hinged the gull wing doors.

“We must have gone through 100
windscreens In an effort to fit it all

together” says Leo.

Images copyrlght GM Corp 7014
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Left to right: The XVR’s creators. Leo Pruneau John Taylor, Jud Holcomb and Wayne Cherry.

After the Geneva show two more XVRs
were constructed, one of which was
fully drivable.

The road going car used Vauxhall
Viva (aka Torana) frame and a
standard two litre motor.

As Is the way with big corporations, for
some reason the XVR never went into
production.

However Leo remembers it as “one of

the most enjoyable cars | did at
Vauxhall”.
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The road car and one of the non-

drivers were destroyed In the late
1960s.

One XVR survives, now painted a
vibrant orange and it resides in the
Vauxhall Heritage Centre in the UK. It
IS brought out regularly to show what
might have been.

Of the XVR's designers, Jud Holcomb
left GM and later was involved in solar
powered cars.

Leo went on to become design
supremo at Holden for many years.

Images copyright GM Corp 2014

John Taylor worked at Opel, Vauxhall
and then directed GMs global
advanced styling studios, Including
the early work on the new Camaro.

Wayne Cheery became GM's global
design chief In 1992, a role he held for
twelve years.

Quite simply, these guys Influenced
the styling direction of the majority of
GM's most successful cars right
across the world from the mid-1960s
through to the 215t Century.

That's a resume of success which is
hard to beat
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UVAURHALL KUR

An advanced design Independent suspension
project expressing the and disc brakes all round.
future trend in world design The body is of integral

as seen by Vauxhall construction, with a
engineers and styling men. deep-section backbone.
Seats are fixed, and the Doors open outwards and
pedal unit is adjustable fore upwards on the central
and aft. The vertically- windscreen strut

sliding rear window Wheelbase 85 ins.

is electrically controlled. Track 56 ins.

Above: The XVR's Geneva Car Show publicity handout.
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Above: This was the first hinged door arrangement, later changed to make entry and exit easier.
Below: What a pity Vauxhall did not go forward with the car. It would have been a winner.

Images copyright GM Corp 2014
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Above: All three XVRs with Cheery, Holcomb, Pruneau and Taylor, in the Vauxhall viewing area.
Below: The XVR compared to an MGB. It was a very low car!
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Retro_Auctionsv

RM Auctions continues to set the pace
with a massive event at Hershey,
Pennsylvania, on October St and 10t.

Most of the 160 cars are going under
the hammer without a reserve, so
sales are assured. The auction
features two prominent North American
collections: those of John Moir Jr. and
Jeffrey Day,

Moir's collection comprises 37 cars. It
Is an A-to-Z Collection, a unigue
concept representing not only each
letter of the alphabet, but also a
century of automotive design from
1900 to 1999. Another highlight of the
group, a beautifully restored 1930
Cadillac V-16 Roadster, has been In
the Moir family since 1933.

The Jeffrey Day Collection contains
50 cars. Largely amassed over 15
years, the Day Collection Is
comprised of ‘best of category
examples from the Ford Motor
Company and features some of the
finest restored examples 1N
existence.

From a 1930 Ford Model A Pickup to
a 1969 Ford Mustang Mach 1 ‘Cobra
Jet” and everything in between, each
car In the collection Is presented In
excellent running order and has
been carefully maintained, with many
recipients of authentic, ground-up
restorations.

See it all at : www.rmauctions.com

Retroautos 58



Retro Auctions

i
i




Ll &
e

Retro Auctions 7.

i e 3

:\-'\. s

| 4 - *d -.ﬂ'-
AN o T
900 De Dion Bouton Vis-a Vis &5

ection : 1

GEEEIEI131 80 0EEENIEE LT

'
.
il
" W
. s
-
L

_,_f#tff
e

=- y .:
Ll il

Ré%bﬂaﬁ%u;ﬁﬁﬁ?__f




Moir Collection: The 1930 Cadillac 16 , which has been in the Mmrfamlly since 1933
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This 1953 Jaguar XK 120 is not in anyone’s collection, and has a reserve on it.
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Retro Auctions

Auctioneers Theodore Bruce say it is
the biggest classic vehicle auction in
the Southern Hemisphere. And if
that's the case well see you on
Saturday 25th October at the Royal
Exhibition Buildings in Melbourne,
Victoria, when the hammer goes
down on a wide variety of retro
automobiles.

The auction I1s part of the
Motorclassica event. Among the cars
on offer is a 1954 Bentley R-Type
Continental  Fastback  (pictured
below) , a 1937 BMW cabriolet, a
very rare factory right hand drive
1956 BMW convertible and pre and
post war American cars from
Chrysler, Ford, Buick, Packard Cord
and Marmon.

e i,
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The price guide for the Bentley Is
around one million dollars. However,
for those of you with more refined
taste and judgment, there 1s a 1963
HK Monaro 327 and an 1973 XUl
Torana on offer. Our favourite Is the
1957 Lloyd Hartnett, pictured above.
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| Elvis Presley’s many Cadillacs,

Barrett Jackson have a big event in Las

Vegas on 24t September. They boast
two “star cars” on offer. One is
Johnny Cash’'s 1970 Rolls Royce
(pictured above) and the other one of
this
time a 1967 Coupe De Ville, on the left.

Also on the roster are three Nash
' Metropolitans, from 1955,1956 and
1959. It's no reserve for these cuties.
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@Rl Most of the offers at Barrett Jackson
W are without a reserve, which means
% clearance rates will be high. For
Lincoln lovers it will be a hard choice
with six examples of the massive and
stylish four door Continental
convertibles. You can pick from two
1961s, and then each year through
1965. The 1965 car Is pictured here,
and it would be our choice, as by then
Ford had figured out how to properly
strengthen these topless monsters.
Just the thing for cruising to the beach

| this summer.

Meanwhile, those of you with a more
dignified approach to your motoring ,
.~ can also go topless In this 1936
#| Packard Eight Phaeton.
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fShannons are staging their
Melbourne Spring event on Sept

Mercury with the “Breezeway” option
(plctured above).

= Also on the listi1s a 196/ Ford Falcon
Futura coupe. The bidding guide
says it may fetch between $26,000

: and $34,000. It is left hand drive.

Representing locally built coupes is a
1972 GTS Monaro and a 1975 Goss
Falcon coupe, both with high end
| aspirations of around $55,000.

| A real bargain might be had with a
. no-reserve 1963 Holden Brougham.
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Ret r‘o Last month’s Retro Auctions featured a
wide variety of cars, which sold for a

Auctions wide range of prices.
CatC h Up Topping .the list was the 194/ Bentley

at RM's in London. It went under the

# hammer for a cool $A950,000. The

Al % e 3 Lotus Cortina fetched $A40,000, while

N\ eEEeE the 1951 Bentley took $A180,000. The

e Facel Vega scored an impressive

$A250.000 and the bare metal Aston
Martin changed hands for $A220,000.

a,

__________
e e

& ! Auctions America got $A32,000 for the
i = AMC Rebel Machine, which | think is a
. bargain. But the best deal of the
* month just has to be the person who
paid a mere $A7,000 for this fabulous
1967/ AMC Marlin. This was not a
popular car in the 1960s, seen more
as a pretend” GTO. These days
however, Marlins are gaining In
popularity and this one will only
Increase in value over time.
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Above: TQs at Salty Creek 1969. This track was bulldozed to build a housing estate..
Below: Merv Schloss gets off the line at Surfers Paradise Raceway, 1969. His Black Knight was a
well known car in Queensland. Thanks to Eric Schloss for the image of his brother’s FJ.

WYNNS Charge'7
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Above: Barry Smith with his very smart and polished FJ. Eric Schloss later bought this car.
Below: It's 1960 at Daytona, and NASCAR has decided to run a couple of races for those new
“compact cars” from Detroit. Check out the Chevy Corvair, Falcon , Studebaker and Rambler.
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UL Thanks to Terry
" McLafferty for the
~ Triumph 2500 images.
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Rust In Peace
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Rust In Peace
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Rust In Peace

Datsuns at a junk
yard in Toowoomba.
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Retro Ads

ANNOUNCING THE EXCITING NEW
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STARK DER MOTOR

| T e

_ Etnener Sechssylinder
OPEL 'SUPER 6

25 L

Retroautos 76



Advanced En Aineerini

Neither snow, nor rain,
nor heat, nor ploom of |
mipht stays these couriers . |
from the swift completion
of their appointed rounds.

—Herodotus.
136-Inch Wheelbase : : | l
1100 Pounds Lighter
NORDYEKE & MARMON
COMPANY
Established 1851
INDIANAFPOLIS
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AMERICA'S FINEST
LOW-PRICED CAR
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~AMOUS {or safety, dependability and
" meond -bredking sconomy; Dodge leads
the 1036 fasivion pursde with style and
Bedity 8o Breath-taking that it is prowol-
mg enthosastic praiss from those who
Know overywhere,

“The most fashisnable [soking Dadge
gnyone bas ever lud eysa on,” says ooe
fmmans stvlist, Mo wander they call this
new Dodge the "Beaoty Winper” of 1936,

exclaims goother. And so it goss., . "the
imrerine ngpnimm':mn will thrill any wo-
mn, . . . the attractively tallored uphal-
stery putsn in the expenmive car class™ . .
And mo womler they all mve—ithess
wamen whao dnow, At vory first plince
you, oo, will be thrilled by the sheer
henuty of this now Dodpe . | .

Euat thar fan't all, {for this new Dindge
gives yon averyiimg you should demand

of 8 motor car. ..a ride that il theill yoo
< vy Balety-aten] body . .. balanced driving
conirnl .. . and, above all, Dodge's amaz-
ing economy of operation. See¢ this mag-
mfcent car today. Drive it And re-
member Dodge costs only a [ew dollams
more then the lowest. priced cars,

DOTOE ONVEISK OF CHRTELER CORPORATION
Tims peyments fo ff Pour bodgee Aok Sap ihn n@isa]
Chrvikir Moioss Cemmaraial Cradt Plai, p

AMERICAS BIG MONEY-SAVING CAR . .. BUILT TO SURVIVE

THRILLING SAFETY TESTS Peweely Wennesr of /936
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW
. . « aboul the new Dodge car i3 thal il gives you all of
the combined advantages of Floating Power, All-Fluid
Drive, and Full Flt}ﬂ.ting Ride.

You gel a cushioned, fluid quality of handling and
performanee which protecis the life of the car lhntfﬂ'ﬁ nitely,

Retroautos 82

insures geur safely and greally improves riding and
driving comforl.

The new Dodge speaks so well for itself, in style
and performance, if seems silly to labor the subjects
with more words of descriplion.

Production is improsing. If you have to waii a while
for delivery, we sincerely thank you for your patience
and promise you this very rich reward.

SMOOTHEST CAR AFLOAT
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TAILLEUR BY LANVIN

BT ikE

THE CAR THAT WON A POPULAR LANDSLIDE!

Twenty years ago, a group of engineers decided to build
a different kind of motor car. It was to be casy-driving,
easy-riding, trouble-proef and wear-proof. Its name
was to be HUPMOBILE.

TFor twenty vyears this car has prospered; always
abreast of the field in engineering practice.

And then, a few years ago, the makers of HUP-
MORBILE put into practice an idea that has proved
the most important saingle factor in HUPMOBILE'S
amazing success. They made it smart.

They created the new HUPMOBILE Century cars,
Alweys the most efficient ear, they made HUPMOBILE
the smarfest car.

You can put ihis down im your book of certainties,
“'rhl'i"l | ]ung ('bt.ElElIiEI.'i-["d lTll-ﬁinESS ﬁl_ldd{*'n[}? E-'ll['g'l."ﬂ-
ahead 6070 im sales, luck and aceidents play no parts.
For, in America, such a reward is ]:-Hil.l {!-IIIJ.F Lo a4 new
and better job.

HUPMOERBILES new program of l*xltr:'n']:'-'._inﬂ has re-

L

duneed all I:riz-.[uc-. See your diealer,

MHearst’s Imternational-Cosmapolilan for Fuly 1029
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L anenn () / RO,

/7 A’:} ﬁ-ﬁ!/()!ﬁ!(}gf'l{f__)

OF all thoze mmerial possosstons which bespeak o manw's

!r]ll.l.'-l.‘- FUERE EET AL _h'uq Fi-loay siiers— o s rodese i:l:—.l.ll.lll|l,"

recoumized than his automobilies Wherever he goes amid
whatever lie does, his cer has comis to e aveeptad as w
syrmbol of his tastes, liis stomndine vl his Daesiness soceess,
Becanze. of this, there has grown np chont Cadillee il
I.LIFLL].].L'- it l.lt.‘?_'jn'.q.‘- l.!ll.!l'l:.‘:'-lll.'l'i weliiels is voosuel i Meericas
business life. Men who have given the proldem secions
themeht will buve no other omomebile: [or here s the
Yepameland of the World™—the car whicls has stood, loe
thirty years, a2 the embles of all th s fine, They know,
w e {hu_:_!.' drive a Cadillie or Lasalle, I]l-t:f'. Fiawe tlea
munsterpiece isell—aml that it is giyen thie recornition
which a masterpieee always incpires. Lasalle prices

ramee (rom 32305, Cadillee from 22705, Lo b Dewwit.

CADILLAC

-—

THie ¢ lraidifieae B0 Timan Passengeer | -'.'.'.lll_-l'r
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THE DEPENDABLES BUILT BY DODGE
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YOUR EII'JD‘EE DEALER ILEH SELLS THE COMPACT [I[H]II‘! ﬂlﬂT AND HIE DODGE 840 ASK HIH H}R CATALOGS EB?EHIHE THEEE CARS.
T —
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NATIOMAL
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION

EUNDLNG RECEARCH FOR FREVEMIION

Photo by Trapnell Creations :Jamie Chant pitches his 19/1 Ford XY GT Falcon into a turn |

Leyland Sprints New Record
Amos, from Lismore, raced his 199/
The Historic Leyburn Sprints has a Gould-Judd V8 open-wheeler around
new outright champion after New the one-kilometre street course in
South Wales driver Dean Amos broke 44.404 seconds, slashing a stunning
the track record at the 19th annual half a second off the mark set last
time trials at the 24t August event. year by Warwick Hutchinson.
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Almost 200 historic, classic and
performance cars took to the track,
ignoring light rain that made the
surface slippery for much of Saturday.

Several cars found the hay-bale safety
barriers, but there were no injuries or
major damage.

There were plenty of other attractions
for spectators beside the chase for
outright and class honours.

More than 100 cars entered the Show

'n° Shine, won outright by a 1960
Chrysler Windsor 300.

The inaugural Retro Caravan Show Off
drew 22 entrants, big interest from
spectators and an organisers’ promise
for an even bigger show in 2015.
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e Photo by Trapnell Creations : 1975 Ford Escort in the hands of Tyson Cowie
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Contributions

Retroautos welcomes contributions
accompanied by excellent quality images.
Information supplied must be accurate and
checked for accuracy before sending to us.
We reserve the right to use any contributions
at our discretion and to edit as we believe
necessary and appropriate. All material
submitted are at the contributor's and owners’
own risk.

Whilst care is taken to avoid damage and/or
loss of material supplied we do not accept
liability for such damage or loss if it occurs.
We do not return information or photos
emailed to us. If contributions are mailed we
will not be responsible for unsolicited
contributions not accompanied by a stamped
self addressed envelope. The publisher will not
accept responsibility nor any liability for the
accuracy and correctness of any information
contained in the magazine or for any opinions
expressed in the magazine.

Copyright and other information

Published by LDKS Consulting Pty Ltd.
Copyright Reserved. Retroautos used due care
and diligence in the preparation of this
publication. It is not responsible or liable for
any mistake, misprint, omission, or
typographical error.

Retroautos displays advertisements supplied by
the advertiser and gives no warranty and
makes no representation as to the truth,
accuracy, and sufficiency of any description,
photograph or statement.

Retroautos accepts no responsibility or liability
for any loss which may be suffered by any
person who replies either in part or in whole
upon any description, photograph or statement
contained herein. Retroautos reserves the right
to refuse or edit any advertisement for any
reason. The  Advertiser is  absolutely
responsible  for ensuring  advertisements
conform with all legal requirements. Published
sales dates may vary .

Copyright 2014 s held by LDKS Consulting Pty
Ltd which owns the rights to the name
Retroautos. All rights reserved. This publication
may not be reproduced in whole or in part by
any means what so ever without the written
permission of LDKS Consulting Pty Ltd.
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Back issues of first three HOLDEN  Fer NS
print editions now available. Bk

collectible & E‘|d.:rbjj_,__._————'—'

A very limited number of RETRfO

the first three printed issues of AUSTRALIA ﬁ’ 38855 b '
. :  vOU 1 NuMeER ,s _ [ (RS R B
Retroautos Is now available. ' - Y i |
) /il

" .l'
$10.00 (AUD) each or $25.00 | *—-! — L‘ﬁ
(AUD) for all three including — ~
postage and handling within

Australia (overseas postage

extra). All prices include GST.

Contact us at: , i M.

| 1966 Cadillac Coupe DeVille |
david@retroautos.com.au Retrosposdway Foatwurs /N1
'['-o r pay m e nt i r"lfo rm ati O n. Radic Star's Ford Galaxie ) I :

CHEVROLET, DE DION, VAUXHALL, BRISTOL,
AUSTIN HEALEY, BUICK, DATSUN, DIAMOND T & MORE|

T NEVER-SEEN 5 BIG THINGS T
—-m HK HOLDEN THE FALCON |- »

(2 DID FOR USH e T
e

\\EB B8 nc C31

;&U 109

WHWWRETROAUTOS.COM.AU E| & HQ) HOLDEN PROTOTYPES

collectible & classic 58.95 inc cs1

RE'[ROAUTOS

VoL 1, MUMBER 3 H,
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Shelby Rolls Royce EJ Premier Telstra Kombi  Lotus Cortina 1948 F100 1957 Cadillac

PONTIAC CTO, AUSTIN, RIR ROLLS ROYCE, WALIANT, RUST IN PEACE, MERCEDES, YAUXHALL, F100 TRUCKS,
TECHHICAL: DRUMS TO DISCS, DEPT OF YOUTH LOTUS AND GT CORTIMA, FORD CORSAIR AND MUCH, MUCH MOREI




