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SEPTEMBER
HILL-CLIMB
SUCLESSES

PRESCOTT
SHMELSLEY
LYDSTEP

Dural Channel
Chassis
Kieft patented four-

wheel Independent 1. 100 c.c. Single-

geater 7 ft. 6 in.

Suspension wheel base L£799

Alloy Wheel Hubs

Lightweight Detach-
able Rims

Lockheed Hydraulic
Brakes _

Marles Steering Gear

4-Speed Motor Cycle
{rearbox

J.A.P. Engines

Aluminium Body
painted to cus-
tomers’ colour

500 c.c. Single-zeater
7 ft. wheel base
£ 580

Ditto, less engine
£455

Dvitto less engine and
gearbox L ABD

Special closed season offer £90 down

A limited number of chassis kits offered which enable the constructor to assemble a complete chassis
with an ordinary kit of car tools. All components fully machined and drilled. Drawings and instructions

can be followed easily by schoolboy.

“A" Main chassis and Suspension frame and G.A. Drawings. £90
“B” Ten sets of components including Wishbone, Brake Pedal. Steering, Front and Rear axle assemblies,
etc., wheels, rims, tyres and tubes at £21 per set
or “C” Complete chassis outfit in one purchase £290

EXTRAS IF REQUIRED

J.A.P. 500 c.c. engine and Albion gearbox with all mounting plates can be supplied with chains and
adjusters ready to fit chassis. £105

Single-seater body complete with seat and 5-gallon fuel tank. £55

ALL PRICES Call at our Works

: *
ARE EX-WORKS

2 Photos and full spec.

ALL ORDERS forwarded aga inst

TAKEN 3/6 postal order

IN ROTATION

+*
TWO-SEATER
SPORTS BODIES
CAN ALSO FIT
THIS CHASSIS

KIEFT
Lar Conslruction
Co. Lid.

BRIDGEND
SOUTH WALES

o
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EDITORIAL

IT is fitting that Spain should see the début of B.R.M.
in Grand Prix racing. Just twenty-six years ago, at San
Sebastian, the late Sir Henry Segrave battled his way
to victory with a supercharged, 2-litre Sunbeam. Since
that triumph, this country has played a very minor
role in full-scale Formula racing, and no British driver
in a British car has scored a win in a pukka Grand Prix
event on the Continent.

The arrival of B.R.M. to challenge Europe’s best is
opportune at a moment when Great Britain is engaged
in a fight to maintain her export market. Success for the
new car will give British prestige a leg-up, not readily
understood by many people who fail to realize the
importance of Grand Prix racing abroad.

If B.R.M. can fulfil the promise it showed at Good-
wood, then nothing should be spared to ensure that the
entire project is placed on a sound financial basis. The
outlay in hard cash may sound considerable, but is
actually a mere flea-bite compared to the vast sums of
money at stake in the world’s export markets. Fortunes
are spent annually, both in sterling and dollars, by non-
essential undertakings such as the British Arts Council.
Why shouldn’t some of this money be diverted to an
organization which will provide a real return?

The race-winning potentialities of the B.R.M. are
considerable. In spite of the unfortunate debacle at
Silverstone, the vast majority of the motor-racing public
is solidly behind the venture, and thinking people fully
realize the immense difficulties that had to be overcome
before a B.R.M. could be made ready for actual racing.
AUTOSPORT wishes Reg Parnell and Peter Walker every
success in what must be the most significant event in
the history of British motor racing.

¥ & £

Tlum.s are extremely popular in the Midlands and
North of England, both with competitors and the
general public. The Sheffield and Hallamshire M.C., in
organizing its annual “High Peak™ trial, sets an example
which might be followed by many clubs. At the start,
programmes and special spectators’ route cards are
available; also, an informative running commentary
keeps everyone in the picture. Local landowners are
approached months before the event, and everything
possible is done to ensure that no damage is done to
property. It is up to other clubs to see that their trials are
brought up to the standard of the “High Peak™, and the
North-West London M.C.’s excellent *“Glo’ster”.

OUR COVER PICTURE

TRIALS: Watersplashes can be formidable obstacles,

particularly if streams are swollen like this one near

Gouththwaite Reservoir, Pateley Bridge, during the

Iikley and D.M.C.’s 8th October Sporting Trial. Skipper
of this Ford is H. H. Cryer.
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Pit and Paddock

EXT WEEK ﬁmre will be a full report of the Penya
Rhin Grand Prix, and an Earls Court Commentary
by John Bolster.

* * *

NYONE lost a foot-pump? One was found after the

Knott Trial. Loser should apply to R. R. Mountford,
60b West Cliff Rd., Bournemouth, of the W. Hants and
Dorset C.C.

* * *

GRAND priIX of Europe will be held at Rheims on
Ist July, 1951, over 77 laps of the famous circuit.
This is approximately 385 miles (600 kilometres).

(Above). Halt for fish and chips from a mobile van at
Batham Gate in the “High Peak”. Overalled gentiemen
are Jack Lister and (with beret) Mike Wilson.

(Righr). Concentration on the part of Mr. and Mrs. Ron
Willis at Litton Slack in the M.C.C. " Buxron”.

E-ENTRY of Mercedes-Benz in Grand Prix racing

is said to be imminent, providing all countries in
the F.I.A. agree to the participation of German nationals
in international events.

= * e

ONTE CARLO: Two works entries from Lago-Talbot

have been received. Cars have the Grand Sport
chassis with ultra-lightweight carosserie, and power-
plants between Touring and Le Mans types. Louis
Rosier, will probably pilot one of them. Allard and
Healey owners—any questions please?

USTIN SEVENS continue to hold the affection of irials

spectators. When C. Taylor’s tourer, with hood
erected, was making a gallant attempt to scale Cowlow
in the “High Peak™, a voice was heard saying *“‘Ee!
look at Austing with shed on!”

* * *

ALKING about trials reminds us that Tony Rumfitt

tacked his Allard on to Imhof’s special, in the belief
that “Goff” was on the way to a certain section. Afier
thirty-four miles had been clocked up for an alleged
twelve miles’ distance, Tony learned that Imhof was
merely running in some new big-ends.

* & #

OWETT'S gave a pleasant, informal luncheon to the

Press at Brown's Hotel, London, W.l., on 20th
October. {Guests from abroad included Count “Johnny™
Lurani, and Belgian technical journalist, Jacques Ickz.
Basil Cardew spoke on behalf of the dailies and nationals,
and Laurence Pomeroy for the technical journals.
Mr. Woodhead, during a directorial speech, foresaw a
rosy future for the new Jupiter, AUTOSPORT was pleased
to note that all gave credit to John Baldwin for his ex-
cellent Press liaison work.

AO PAULO: A 120 kilometres race on the Interlagos

Curcuit recently was won by Chico Landi (13-litre
Ferrari) at 125.241 k.p.h.

% & s

AL{;IERS—CAPE TOWN Rally starts on 15th December.
At the moment there are forty entries, including
three 4cv Renaults, three *“1,400” Fiats and sundry
Delahayes. Paul Vallée will be taking part—but not in
one of his motor scooters.

* b e

AFTER lapping Montlhéry at 138 m.p.h. in his 2.3-litre
Ferrari, Luigi Chinetti abandoned Class D record
attempts with repeated tyre trouble.



COWLOW: Michael Lawson, watched by a critical crowd, takes his Lotus up the famous Buxton hill in the
“High Peak™.

The Buxton Week-end

CYRIL BOLD WINS “HIGH PEAK"—LARGE ENTRY FOR SHEFFIELD AND
HALLAMSHIRE CLASSIC—DENNIS DENT AND J. D. SLEEMAN SUCCESSFUL

THE popularity of the Sheffield
and Hallamshire’s “High Peak™
Trial continues to increase by leaps
and bounds. This vear, 110 entries
were received, and there might have
been more if the Buxton week-end
hadn’t clashed with Earls Court.
Even so, there was a fairly large-
scale invasion of mud-pluggers, not
only from the south, but from Scot-
land.

If there is one thing that the
Sheffield lads know about it is how
to organize a trial. The start at the
“Rising Sun” near Bamford was
excellently handled. Mr. Vigzol
supplied his P.A. outfit, and Cuth
Harrison laid on the best scrutineer-
ing arrangement this chronicler has
ever seen. Cars were dispatched to a
special tented bay. As each one
arrived, efficient gentlemen speedily
jacked up the wheels and checked

IN M.C.C. EVENT

PROVISIONAL RESULTS

High Peak Trophy (best performance)—
Cyril Bold (1,080 Bold).

Beeston Trophy—Walter Waring (1,196
Dellow).* :

Needham Trophy—Gordon Mosby (1,172
Ford).

Standard Car Award—Ben Brown (1,172
Dellow).*

Special Awards (in order of ment)—
Godfrey Imhof (1,172 Imhof.),* A. W.
Francis (3,917 H.R.G.-Mercury), Cuthbert
Harrison (1,172 Harford), Maunce Wilde
(1,172 Ford), L. J. Oliver (1,172 Oliver),
Cyril Corbishley (1,446 C.C.S.), 1. D.
Sleeman (1,172 Sleeman), Mick Beardshaw
(1,172 A.M.B.), Ken Bailey (1,443 Bailey),
H. Clayton (1,172 Clayton),* G. D

Waldron (1,172 Dellow), C. Hardman
(1,172 Dellow).
Team Award—Woestriders (Harrison,

Wilde and Mosby).

Starters, 95. Retirements, 2. Best
aggregate on special tests—Imhof (78.6
S2CS.).

* South of England entrants.

steering, brakes and so on. Factory
assembly-line rollers were set into
the ground on to which drivers had
to put their offside rear wheels.
Cogs were then engaged, motors
revved up and if the bolides remained
stationery, diffs were passed as O.K.
—altogether a nifty plot.

From the busy car park at the pub.,
the route lay via Bamford Clough to
the twin teasers, Old Lees and
Greenhope. Bamford was just too
easy, although nine of the ninety-
five starters received a large *F”’ in
the observers’ sheets, including Bob
Wingfield whose newly-acquired
1,100 c.c. H.R.G. didn’t respond
even to the bouncing of young
Pamela.

Old Lees was a different cup of
tea. Even if the tricky right-hand
hairpin was successfully nc goiated, a

(continued overleaf)



SCRUTINEERING: C. K. Bradley's Morford has its diff. tested on the in-
genious roller-ramp at the *“'Rising Sun”.

Buxton Week-end—continued

bump of about one-in-one gradient
had to be surmounted. As it so
happened, few—very few managed
to put their front wheels on the ledge.
Cyril Bold (1,080 Bold) was farthest
up for a long time. Phil Begley
(1,172 Ward) made a determined
effort but just failed to reach the
Bold mark. F. Harrison (933
F.H.S.) arrived in real racer-fashion,
minus front wings and boiling like a
Naafi tea-urn, but stuck on the bend:
E. H. Boot’s odd-looking "Boot-
cow’’ stampeded to no avail: Maurice
Wilde (1,172 Ford) Jooked mildly
astonished when all forward motion
ceased, but team-mates Cuth Har-
rison (1,172 Harford) and Gordon
Mosby (1,172 Ford) both reached
Bold’s wheelmarks.

Appleton’s New Special

Jim Appleton’s new Javelin-based
car appeared to suffer from fouling
between wings and rear wheels:
Ken Burgess (3,917 Burgess—dis-
guised Allard) locked over too soon
and was defeated by wheelbase. The
valves of AlIf Morrish’s M.G. bounced
merrily to the accompaniment of
clouds of hissing steam. Godfrey
Imhof (1,172 Imhof) made a superb
effort to scale the final bump, and

it was touch and go that he would be
the first to reach “No-man’s-land”.
C. Taylor’s very normal-looking
Austin Seven, complete with hood
erect, got up farther than most, and
F. Greenwood’s F.G.S. set off with
the body threatening to part company
from the chassis.

Francis's Fine Effort

Greenhope was just around the
corner. Approached from the road,
it was merely muddy gradient, with
a bend at the top which looked as if
it would remain undisturbed for the
entire day. A. W. Francis’s Mercury-
powered H.R.G. rocketed up and for
a fraction of a second looked like
entering the last section. This also
applied to Wally Waring (1,196
Dellow) who went up with a grim
“I'll show these Northerners™ look
on his face—and he did, just failing
to squeeze himself into the virgin
territory of Section 5. Bold, too,
reached the same point. As a matter
of interest, Imhof failed by precisely
4 inches to persuade his back wheels
completely into Section 4, a failure
which eventually cost him the “High
Peak™ trophy.

Pindale’s hill-cimb acceleration
and reversing test saw “Lucky”

Lew Tracey (Dellow) move about
| inch from the line, before an a:lgle-
shaft broke with a resounding
“clonk!” Poor Tracey. First a
crown wheel and pinion, and then
a blown gasket: this trials business
can certainly be trying. Cuth Har-
rison was fastest here with 24.2.
secs., a time which was later emu-
lated by Imhof. After a poke of fish
and chips from the mobile van at
Batham Gate, competitors showed
off their steering locks in the raund-
the-pylon test. Arnold Pownall
(Rojah) demolished part of the wall.
Quickest here were Ken Rawlings
(Vanguard) and Ken Bailey (Bailey)
with 14.1 secs., and no less than
seven folk took 14.4 secs. each.

Litton Slack Simple

Litton Slack was so simple as to
be comical when one or two char-
acters fancied they were at Shelsley
and almost came unstuck with sheer
speed. R. A. Hellyar (Singer) just
couldn't get going at all. In all,
Litton claimed a mere half-dozen
HIFS‘”‘

Fred's Folly and its unexpected
hairpin settled a lot of hash, claiming

forty-two- people, including il-
lustrious mud-pluggers like Reg
Phillips (Fairley), Ron Faulkner

(Mercury), Jim Appleton (Appleton),
Ken Burgess (Burgess), Michael
Lawson (Lotus), Geoff Holt
(G.R.H.), Reg Holt (Ford) and
Ken Bailey (Bailey).

Cowdale Capers

Cowdale’s famous “Downbhill-like
the - clappers - back - up-and-down-
again” test saw plenty of excitement.
Bernard Thompson (A.W.), did the
whole thing “wall-of-death’ fashion,
but was one of the few who cracked
40 secs. Dalton’s M.G. clouted the
bank, leaving him with an appro-
priate octagonal wheel, Cuth Har-
rison and **Goff” Imhof tied for
diciest performance, both displaying
remarkable dexterity in reversing.
Poor Donald Rayner (Ford) stayed
put at the bottom vainly attempting
to get some retractive effort. Johnny
Clegg (Clegg) performed with both
nearside wheels “Emerysoning”
visibly. No one beat the first man’s
(Francis) time of 372 secs.

Between crowds going and coming
between Cowdale and Cowlow, the
roads were much the same as Silver-
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ENORMOUS CROWDS warched on Cow-

low. (Above) Harrison's Harford sails up,

but (right) Denis Flather's Kevsione requires
the assistance of several willing hands.

stone on G.P. day. Therc was an
enormous gallery of spectators at
Cowlow, and the traffic jam extended
for several miles.

Big “Gate™ at Cowlow

Francis opened the ball with a
beautiful climb, being cheered to the
echo as he swept round the rocky
hairpin which so ofien spells “F"
on the famous hill. Waring’s polished
effort was also warmly applauded.
Bold “Whartoned” up, making it
look ridiculously simple, but eight
folk fell by the wayside before Clay-
ton (Clayton) again gave the gallery
cause to cheer.

J. D. Sleeman (Sleeman) suc-
ceeded amidst yells from his sup-
porters of “Come on Bill!" and

(continued overleaf)
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Buxton Week-end—continued

Atkinson's ultra-light Austin also
reached the top of the hill unaided.
L. J. Oliver’s passenger nearly bounc-
ed out of the car, but was still
aboard when the car successfully
attained the summit. Reg Phillips’s
chimb was most skilful, and he
deserved the storm of cheering from
a “‘gate” now swollen to gigantic
proportions. Ford Ten-engined
special pioneer H. B. Woodall
urged his Wolford up successfully,
and Ron Faulkner treated the whole
thing as a speed event, much to the
delight of the onlookers. B. L
Bodenham (Dellow) almost came
to a standstill, but continued at
nearly zero m.p.h. The Wilde-
Mosby-Harrison trio shot up as if
they were on a main road, whilst
Imhof nearly brained spectators as
his back wheels picked up and chuck-
ed around several sizeable lumps of
best Derbyshire stone. Mick Beard-
shaw saw the coveted Hallamshire
Star come nearer, with a particularly
neat effort. Miss Corbishley hed
foul luck when over-enthusiastic
bouncing by her passenger knocked
the C.C.S. out of gear. Dr. Hardman
(Dellow), N. Weston (Dumbo) and
G. Wood (C.W.8) all lifted their
boots at the crucial moment and
stuck on the rocky step.

Burgess's Grand Climb

Perhaps the best climb of the day
was accomplished by Ken Burgess,
who placed his big car perfectly and
never looked like stopping. There-
after, there was a long procession
of failures. Near the end, Cyril
Corbishley whisked his white Vaux-
hall-powered C.C.S. up efforilessly,
followed by Ken Bailey, also suc-
cessful. The Holt brothers both
failed, and the last man to see the
grassy slopes at the top was Arnold
Pownall (Rojah).

At the finish Ken Settle and
Freddie James worked like blacks to
produce the results. The margin
between Bold, Waring and Mosby
was very slender, and test times were
re-checked meticulously. After din-
ner, Eric Hodgson accomplished yet
another of his film achievements, by
processing and showing films of the
day’s event.

Yes, indeed, an excellent trial, and
a happy day for Cyril Bold who has
long wanted to add the “High
Peak™ to his growing list of suc-
cesses,

i - - ] - -
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Cuth Harrison ( Harford) making a determined assault on the unclimb®d section
of Old Lees in the “Higch Peak”™.

i

B. J. Bodenham's Dellow on the same hill, the rop part of which defeated the
cnfire entry.

Mike Wilson (Wilson) nearly demolishes a wall, during the special rest at
Batham Gate.




The M.C.C..

“*Buxton’™

F a course including some of

Derbyshire’s most famous rockeries
could be described as “‘easy™ that
definition applies to last Saturday’s
M.C.C. Sporting Trial. Drivers of
“standard™ cars probably won't
agree but the Club’s Committee
will, for the list of premier award
claimants is a long one!

The traditional opening gambit,
Jenkin’s Chapel was certainly 1n a
benign mood, the bottom hairpin
troubling no one though the rocks
above demanded respect. Contrasts
in driving method were soon appar-
rent, Mike Beardshaw picked his
path deftly while Wood, with the
Railton-nosed CW8 nearly climbed
the wall in an excess of zeal. Then
Edward Harrison, recovered from
his Gamston spill, came by and
without using a single superfluous
engine revolution kept the situation
completely in hand. Although listed
as a non-siarier, he motored very
nicely throughout. Quicke's M.G.
TD scored the first failure—though

“"BUXTON" SHOTS

SOME NEED EXTRA MAN-POWER:
(Top) D.' R. A. Quicke (M.G.) on Jenkin's
Chapel.

... AND OTHERS MORE HORSE-

POWER. (Centre) C. F. Widman's A.C. on
Dun Cow's Grove.

....BUT SOME GO UP UNAIDED
(Bottom) Miss E. Store (Austin), Brands

Hatch Ladies’ Race viclor, conguering
Jenkin's Chapel.

he would have got further if his
passenger had done a spot of bounc-
ing. Wall in the Dellow was both
fast and neat, an unusual combina-
tion. The first to raise a cheer from
appreciative onlookers was Miss
Store. She took her Austin up in
masterly fashion, fast and confidently.

Dun Cow’s Grove, a new intro-
duction, was the next obstacle—a
muddy three-ply track sprinkled with
odd rocks. Bertie Jones in the
Reliant three-wheeler was the first
to break a string of failures by the
motor-cycle brigade. Unfortunately,

he removed all his brake gear later
(continued overleaf)
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M.C.C. “Buxton”—continued

at Washgates, and was no more seen.
Swan’'s Austin went up nicely with
an anxious moment while the front
was airborne. Then Widman’s drop-
head A.C. needed the tractor, but
by the time the tow rope broke was

well away—better in fact than his
tower! '

PROVISIONAL RESULTS

Best Performance by M.C.C. Member
F. D. Dent (Allard).

Best Performance by Member of Invited
Club—J. D. Sleeman (Sleeman).

First Class Awards—R. W. Phillips,
R. E. C. Brookes, A. M. Beardshaw,
G. Wood, W. H. Waring, H. F. Brayshaw,
M. Wilde, A. W. Lilley, G. Dracup, J. H.
Marshall, W. L. T. Winder, F. Dean,
C. R. L. Nicoll, W. F. Mead, A. Rumfitt,
R. C. Wilhs, Miss D. E. Store, C. R.
Hardman, P. M. Goodall, D. Clare,
D. F. H. Cotton, F. A. Rhodes, K. E. O.
Burgess, A. E. Frost, Miss H. B. Kemble,
E. B. Wadsworth, D. W. Price, A. E.
Jackman, K. R. Bailey, C. Corbishley,
Miss D. Corbishley, J. H. Barrow, H. C.
Roberts, R. E. Holt, G. R. Holt, J. C.
Wallwork, E. R. A. Hulme, P. A. Atkinson,
F. D. Dent, C. F. Crossby, R. A. Hop-
kinson, E. G. Spence, J. Readings, M. V.
Todd, G. D. C. Qustroumoff.

Second Class—H. H. Alderton, A. W,
Morrish, J. H. Appleton, R. W. Faulkner,
H. C. Bramley, H. H. Crver, C. R. Price,
B. D. S. Ginn, N. V. Terry, M. H. Lawson,
A. Pownall, D. G. Flather.

Third Class—F. E. Wall, B. H. Brown,
R. A. Hellyar, P. 8. Hughes, W. J. Haward.

Team Award—A. W. Lilley, K. R.
Bailey, C. Corbishley.

AUTOSPORT

LITTON SLACK
(Above) Jim Apple-
ron's new Javelin-
hased special leaves
the line during the

M.C.C. event. .

TORSIONED;
(Right). Close - up
af the front suspen-
sion of Appleton’s
interesting machine,
showing the tubular
chassis and front o
the set-back, “‘flai-
fowr™ engine. The
car, apart from the
Sframe, is built up
from Javelin com-
ponznis.

So to a stop and restart at Old
Joe’s Lane, and then to the rocks,
hairpins and walls of Washgates
where several more mechanical
casualties occurred, including Boye’s
Batten Special which sheared a half-
shaft. Pilsbury is a hill which de-
pends on rain—last year it fairly
mowed ‘em down, but this time
claimed hardly a victim. Even Litton
Slack, where more than once an
entire entry has had to admit defeat,
was a piece of cake—or nearly so.
But Alf Morrish leaning too con-
fidently on hearsay evidence tried
the climb with tyres full of air and
falled on spinning wheels. Reg
Phillips provided excitement when
the Fairley took a high speed lurch
into the bottom gatepost (fortunately
no longer a stone one!) and then
explored the valley. He regained the

October 27, 1950

track non-stop however and made a
clean climb. Lilley was another to
try motoring sideways, and he too
made the grade. Jim Appleton had
his moments in the gateway before
settling down to the main climb.
Godfrey Imhof’s imposing Special
went up like a lift—even accelerating
smartly on the steep top pitch.
Arrived there, however, he found an
oil famine in the engine—which
caused late night work with big-ends
before the next day’s High Peak
Trial. Wadsworth was a worthy
contender for F.T.D.! Down at the
bottom half-a-dozen crews releasing
air from their rear tyres made the
place sound like a snake pit—or
maybe Euston Station! They were
wise; it didn’t pay to take liberties.
Beefy Rhodes arrived after a tire-
some day of carburetter tinkering

and had the satisfaction of taking
his Nash up clean.

Bamford Clough was the last—
and usually is not the least—prob-
lem, but like earlier hills proved a
shadow of its ordinary self with only
a single short slimy patch.

After the finish the Lowes, that
indefatigable pair of standers in
exposed places, were bewailing that
nobody would overshoot line D of
their carefully laid Brake Test.

The usual M.C.C. festivities fol-
lowed at the Palace, Buxton, where it
was announced that Dent had won
the principal award of the day—a
particularly pleasing success for
Dennis had been struggling with
adversity all the time. Bill Sleeman 1s
warmly to be congratulated on rank-
ing as co-victor, his first major
success after a series of ““runners-up .
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Tough Taunton Trial

WARING (DELLOW) WINS ALLEN TROPHY

TARTING from the Western National

Garage, Taunton, on 15th Octo-
ber, Len Parker (Parker Special) led
the other forty-three competitors on
what proved to be a most enjoyable
and sporting forty-mile course, com-
prising ten hills and two special tests
with a half-hour interval for lunch
at the “Holman Clavel™ Inn.

The morning hills included the
Glide, an old favourite which most
of the entry climbed with ease,
closely followed by three sections
situated in Blindmore Farm.

The first of these, aptly named
the Esses stopped the entire entry
except Wally Waring (Dellow), who
made a beautifully judged climb
when conditions were at their worst
on the steeply cambered right- and
left-hand bends; other competitors
who nearly mastered this piece of
“trickery” were Alf Morrish (M.G.),
J. T. Spare (Whiteford), E. B.
Wadsworth (Ford), and Gilbert Best
(M.G.).

The mnext section, New Cut,
comprising a straight, steep, muddy
climb, presented little difficulty to
anyone, and this also applied to the
Dip. Competitors having crossed
the stream found plenty of grip on
the opposite slope; the only com-
petitor to lose marks being J. R.
Tarr (Austin). -

Early members ran into a sudden
shower on the way to Greenhill,
the fast section of the afternoon’s
circuit. On the way competitors
completed the second of the special
tests; Dennis Cotton (Cotton) and
Cyril Bold (Bold) proved to be the
quickest.

Greenhill a Stopper

On Greenhill, a steep grassy accliv-
ity with a R/H bend, the rain had
made it “‘just right” and even the
early numbers failed to get any
advantage, all stopping half-way up
the section until J. J. Whitefield
made an appearance. Placing his
Ford on the exact line he made the
only clean climb of the entire entry.
E. B. Wadsworth (Ford) also made a
very good attempt, failing in the last
sub-section, while theultimate winner,

Waring (Dellow) and Best (M.G.),
who was almost the last man, man-
aged to get into sub-section two
before coming to a standstill. Dump-
don and Hill End, the next two hills,
presented very little difficulty.
Whites Hill proved to be the real
stopper of the trial, starting in a
small stream and gradually getting
steeper with deep mud ruts and
slight right- and left-hand curves,
finishing in a sharp, steep climb on
to a flat, mossy, bog-like plain.

Whitefield Nearly Does It

After several failures, Whitefield
(Ford) made a very spirited attempt
only to fail because of tyre trouble;
the bolts sheared and he was left
with the wheels spinning inside a
stationary tyre.

The next competitor, L. J. Tolman
(Betsy), placed his car perfectly and
with excellent team work got his
front wheels into the last sub-section
before coming to rest. Ken Burgess
(Allard), handling his big Allard in
masterly fashion and throwing up a
curtain of mud and stones, climbed
into sub-section two before spinning
to a standstill.

Waring made his appearance at
the tail end of the entry to raise
hopes for a clean climb, but he failed
within 5 yards of the *“‘section ends”
card.

After the strenuous work on
Whites Hill the next section, Whites
Plot proved easy, but only a few
hundred yards along came the last
hill of the day, Hense Moor Bends
—this hill put the final sting into a
very sporting course.

Tolman (Betsy) was the only com-
petitor amongst the first thirty to
reach the last sub-section before
gradient and wheelspin brought him
to a standstill. Amongst the final
dozen, Waring and K. Bagley (Ford)
made really wonderful efforts to
register the only two clean climbs
for the whole entry.

At the finish, only half a mile from
the last hill a mobile canteen dis-
pensed hot drinks and food and the
provisional results were announced

within 30 minutes of the last man
signing off at 4,30 p.m.

On all sides competitors were
praising the very efficient route
marking, the marshalling of drivers
by the club’s motor-cycle trials
riders who were dispersed before
the trial started and after every eight
cars were dispaiched a mo or-cycle
accompanied them to act as a liaison
in case of emergency andra motor-
cycle back-marker, who was also an
expert mechanic to lend a hand to
anyone in trouble.

J. B.

PROVISIONAL AWARDS LIST

Allen Trophy (Best performance)—W. H.

Waring (1,196 Dellow S), 3 marks lost.
Bonner Trophy—(Runner-up) L. J. Tol-
man (1,172 Betsy), 8.
Alan Small Trophy (Best up to 1,500 c.c.)
—K.. Bagley (1,172 Ford), 10.

Hare Trophy (Best over 1,500 c.c.—
K. E. O. Burgess (3,917 Allard), 15.

Charles Allen Club Trophy (Best T.M.C.
Member)—G. W. Best (939 M.G.), 12.

Team Award—Taunton M.C. (Tolman,
Whitefield and Fitzwater).

First Class Awards—E. B. Wadsworth
(1,172 Ford), 13 marks lost; J. J. Whitefield
!515.172 Ford), 14; B. Fitzwater (1,087 Riley),

Second Class—C. L. Bold (1,080 Bold),
16; A. W. Morrish (939 M.G.S.), 16; D. W,
Price (1,172 Price), 16.

Third Class—J. Readings (1,781 Regent),
17; H. Sinclair-Sweeny (1,172 Ford), 18;
J. T. Spare (1,172 Whiteford), 19.

* *® *

SOUTHPORT WEEK-END
Dining, Films and Dancing at Birkdale

THE V.S.C.C. (Northern Section)
Southport Week-end, Saturday,
18th, and Sunday, 19th November,
will be based on the Palace Hotel,
Birkdale, Southport, and will open
with a dinner at which Mr. Forrest
Lycett, past president of the club and
owner of the Fastest Bentley, will be
the guest of honour. A film show and
dancing will follow. On the Sunday,
competitions will be run which are
described delightfully enough .as
“starting at a civilized hour and
ending by opening time".
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RUSSELL LOWRY’s

Northern Lights

B.R.M. AGAIN—NEW NORTHERN CLUB—O.M. “GEN”
REQUIRED — COOPER CAPER —F.T.D.
CLASS —SHUT THE GATE—1,000 MILES RALLY

OODNESS knows, there has been no lack of criticism

and suggestions regarding the B.R.M., but I don’t
recall having seen its actual name criticized before. Reg
Phillips, writing on Friday the 13th, and for that reason
perhaps feeling a little substandard, implies that with
one thing and another, our proud national adjective
“British™ is becoming a “‘nauseating symbol of official-
dom™. Maybe this feeling is the result of driving round
airfields in a crash hat with the hood up! His suggestion
1s that the B.R.M. should be re-christened the Britannia.
He also thinks that Shawe-Taylor should be put on the
short list of B.R.M. drivers. 1 think most enthusiasts
have their own private list of ace conductors, and have
11; doubt that Brian figures prominently on many of
them.

* * *

THE same correspondent would like to see more very
slow corners (how about Gamston and the hairpin
at Rhydymwyn?) incorporated in short circuit events
with a view to improving the breed of sports cars to be
sold on the world markets. His feeling is that too much
energy is concentrated on producing cars with enormous
performances between 70 and 130 m.p.h., while the
average customer spends most of his life going from
zero to 70. I throw this mo:sel to the technical lions,
and would only remark (entirely without cynicism) that
I don’t think anybody actively sets out to “‘improve”
the breed as a main objective. The improvement takes
place as a by-product of the general effort to excel in any
given form of competition.

E E L

A WELCOME bouquet for AutosporT in the north
comes from Chris Slater. As a result of a short
announcement appearing some weeks ago of the forma-
tion of a new club in the Carlisle district, a large number
of letters reached him from people as far apart as Kendal
and Dumfries, all of whom had ““seen it in AUTOSPORT"".
Far be it from us to claim undue credit, but it is nice
to know that we have been of assistance in launching
the club, which is to be known as the Cumberland S.C.C.,
on its way. The fostering of the sport in every possible
way 15 one of the major objectives of the book, which,
incidentally, has a northern office so as to cater for this
long starved region,

E E *

ERNON PILKINGTON seems upset at figuring among
the award winners in the “Jeans™ as driving a Morris
Oxford, whereas in actual fact, he was mounted in or on
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the ex-Murkett P.B. M.G. It seems that he changed
his entry at the start from a Morris to the M.G. Sorry.
Personally, we should have been tickled to death if we
had outdriven a loti of * Specials™ in a Morris, even on

paper!

E E %

BEH]ND the appeal from Southport reader E. Lister
for an instruction book on the 1931 supercharged 2.3-
litre O.M., lies an interesting little story. It seems that
four O.M.s were specially built for the Targa Florio
race of that year, three for the race, and one a spare.
The latter evidently found its way to this country, where
it was used by the manager of the O.M. Depot, until
jacking up time came along. It has now emerged from
its long retirement, but nobody seems to know very well
what makes it tick. Hence the frantic search for an
instruction manual.

* = *

A courLE of days before the Altcar Sprint Meeting,
one of our Liverpudlian racers felt it would be a good
idea to give his Cooper 500 a brief airing, to make quite
sure that everything was all right. Unfortunately, the car
itself happened to be in a city garage, and the surrounding
streets did not lend themselves easily to trial runs.
During a lull in the activities of the great seaport, the
Cooper was taken to a side entrance, and the driver
with overalls over his natty suiting, climbed into his seat.
A push, and they were off. Any slates that fell from
the surrounding roofs as the J.A.P. engine sprang into
life would have to be written down to sparrows or last
night’s storm.

After a brief caper round the back streets, the little
car was whistled into the lift and secreted under a dust-
sheet in an obscure corner. Our driver removed his
overalls, smoothed his hair, and was his debonair self
again, in time to receive a breathless policeman on a
bicycle inquiring “Did you see the racing car, which
way did it go? I'll do him!™

& * ®

GILL[E TYRER has come to the conclusion that *“*Motor
Racing may be Dangerous™, but crossing the road on
foot is even more so, especially when there are curbstones
on which to sprain the unwary ankle. A skid at a mile
an hour has put him on crutches. The incident has,
however, a lighter side, as during the party which fol-
lowed the Altcar meeting, Gillie’s crutches were im-
pounded to see who could make the fastest lap of the
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bar. Some very forceful driving was seen, especially by
Guy Warburton and Porter Hargreaves. Fastest time
for the day, however, went to George Wright by the
narrow margin of one-fifth of a second.

* * *

TI{E Sheffield and Hallamshire Club always do things
well, but among their ““Final Instructions and Notes”
regarding the High Peak Trial, there is an item which
might well be issued on a separate card with R.A.C.
Competition Licences, rather after the manner of the
Highway Code and the ordinary Driving Licences.
Above a delightfully effective sketch of an irate agricul-
turalist appears the legend “Don’t leave the gates open,
you may let a farmer in”’. The observance by all sporting
drivers (or rather passengers, since they are the unfor-
tunates who usually get the job) of this injunction, would
do more than any other single thing to remove prejudice
against trials,

* * #*

THE temperature is already building up for the Daily
Fxpress 1,000 Mile Rally, and as Chester is the
Control on which all routes converge, readers will be
interested to know that this nodal point is being organ-
ized by the Chester Club. The site will almost certainly
be the Little Roodee, scene in the last two thousand
years of everything from single combat to—well, the
1,000 Mile Rally.

Thursday afternoon will see competitors converging on
the town, which will be in the middlz of its market day
convulsions, so a study of the street plan is liable to
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pay dividends. It says in the regulations that “Further
Controls will be introduced between Chester and
Torquay ”. At the moment of writing, competitors have
not been informed where these additional Controls will
take place, but Llandrindod Wells seems a reasonable
piece of intelligent anticipation. If this proves accurate,
it will be proper to sound a warning note about the
apparently direct road from Newtown to Llandrindod.
This must be one of the most infuriating stretches of
road in the British Isles, and competitors who really try
to hurry over it are liable to end up in hospital or with
grey hair, for corners are incessant and generally ill-
sited. Two, in particular, collect a regular crop of ditch-
ings. The road round by Llanidloes and Rhayader is
half a dozen miles longer, but infinitely preferable from
the wear and tear point of view. [ have not actually
timed the difference. If hard-pressed, the direct road is
possibly quicker, but burns up twice the amount of
energy and concentration.

& * L

THERE seems to be a growing tendency for events to
collect themselves into *“‘week-ends”. The Buxton
Week-end is an institution and a major sporting occasion
in the north, but we have also had the Scarborough Week-
end, the Vintage Week-end at Southport is pending, and
there are, of course, others. The idea has much to
recommend it from every point of view. An enjoyable
social atmosphere is created. The calendar is simplified.
Travelling is reduced, and the town or hotel which serves
as headquarters is brought to see the advantage of such
gatherings, especially in the off-season. By all means,
let us have more week-ends.

ANTHONY CROOK'S
“MONTLHERY" BRISTOL

R.A.C. Engine Examination

HEN Anthony Crook covered

104.78 miles in one hour at
Montlhéry, he had the engine officially
sealed, and I was present when the
seals were broken and the engine
underwent an R.A.C. examination.
The object of this was to ensure
that the car was a standard Bristol
type 401, 2-litre saloon.

First of all, Mr. H. R. Godfrey,
who represented the R.A.C., tested
the compression ratio to see that it
had not been raised above the
standard figure of 7.5 to 1. This was
done by pouring a measured quantity
of oil into the cylinders with the
pistons at top dead centre, after
which the head was lifted to check
the bore and stroke. The motor
stripped down well, and there was no
visible damage or excessive wear.

It was obvious that the head had
been very hot between adjacent pairs

of cylinders, ‘but the gasket was
intact. As the car had a standard
rear axle ratio, the engine had to
maintain some 5,700 r.p.m., so a
little warmth was excusable.

The type 401 has a very roomy
body, and the airflow research at
Bristol must have resulted in most
efficient contours. Anyway, Crook
has now proved that Britain pro-
duces a 2-litre car with a genuine
110 m.p.h. maximum.

Joun BOLSTER.

e * *

R.A.C. VETERAN CAR RUN
Change of Date

HE Veteran Car Run from London

to Brighton, organized annually
by the Royal Automobile Club, will
take place this year on Sunday,
19th November—not 12th November.
This change of date was made some
months ago in order to avoid the Run

being held on Remembrance Day.
The Run will start as usual from
Hyde Park and finish at Madeira
Drive, Brighton. A feature will be
the revival, at the end of the Run, of
the procession of competing vehicles
along the promenade at Brighton.

e & s

PRODUCTION CAR RACE
Proposed Isle of Man Event

HE Manx A.C. has submitted

proposals to the RA.C. for a
Production Car Race on the Isle of
Man motor-cycle T.T. circuit. Tenta-
tive date is some time in June, 1951,
The race would be for four laps of
the circuit, which is acknowledged
as being one of the most difficult
road courses in the world. This is
approximately 150 muiles.

Hon. Secretary of the Race Com-
mittee is Brian Mylchreest, Manx
A.C., Hill Street, Douglas, 1.O.M.,
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Correspondence

WE are delighted to receive letters intended for
publication. We do not insist on typewritten copy,
‘but please write in a hand we can decipher, and on one
side of the note-paper. The Editor is not, of course,
bound to be in agreement with opinions expressed by
readers, but this does not mean that subjects will be
excluded on these grounds.

& * *

-AT this stage of the B.R.M. enterprise I think it only
fair to ask ourselves the question “*Where would
British motor racing be tosday had there been no Ray-
mond Mays?”

Raymond Mays’s valuable pioneer and development
work for ten years previous to E.R.A. led up to his
famous racing car *“The White Riley”. This in turn made
E.R.A. possible. Mays was not only the number one
driver, and our best “ambascsador” of motor racing
abroad, but the driving force behind E.R.A. Throughout
his very long career he has seldom driven foreign cars.
The name E.R.A. is femous throughout the world.
What is more important, had there been no E.R.A. cars
most of to-day’s leading British drivers would have had
no cars upon which to uphold British prestige both
before the war and since, or to gain driving experience.

Now we come to B.R.M. I do not think that any other
man living could have done what Raymond Mays has
done. He started a gigantic and difficult task and I feel
sure that if we could only know all the facts we should
be even more grateful to him. It is obvious that ths
B.R.M. enterprise has been a great strain to him; never-
theless I consider that few, who love racing driving as he
does, would be so content to stand down and let others
drive the car which has been his life’s ambition to build
and race. :

If any man has ever given his entire life to the interests
of motoring sport Mays is the man. Good luck to him,
his friend Peter Berthon, who has so long worked with
him, and to the B.R.M.

IaN RusTON.
CHATTERIS, CAMBS.

WITH reference to Mr. Malcolm Speirs’s letter (6th
October) on the subject of Raymond Mays’s Super-
charged Vauxhall-Villiers, I can confirm that his infor-
mation is substantially correct, except for the fact that
there were originally three, not two, 1922 T.T. cars.

With regard to Mr. Speirs’s plea for a case history of
this car, 1 would point out that such has already been
published, in the October 1949 edition of The Vauxhall
Motorist. The article comes from no less an authority
than Mr. Mays himself and makes extremely interesting
reading.

LesLiE W. PowER.

UFFINGTON, SHREWSBURY.

I wAS very interested to read the article on “Old Soldiers
Never Die” together with the illustrations of the Vaux-
hall-Villiers. It brought to my mind the appearance of
the *‘Bugatti Vauxhall” at the Yorkshire Sports Car
Club’s Speed Trial held at Wetherby Grange on 10th
July, 1938, This was the Vauxhall-Villiers engine placed
in a Bugatti chassis, and was in the hands of Peter
Walker. The entrant was J. Hanson of Bingley.

I regret that I haven't the car’s time for the half-mile
course, but on the first run Peter gave it too many revs
on the tricky fast bend near the start, and it left the road
very gracefully. I was able to take two snaps in quick

Peter Walker (Bugatti-Vauxhall-Villiers) at Wetherby,
in 1938. This is the second snap referred to by Mr.
Jack Tatham.

succession—one (somewhat blurred) shows one wheel
airborne, and the tyre on the other front wheel slightly
stressed!—and the other shows him regaining the road,
with turf and mud being thrown up by the rear wheels.

JACK TATHAM.
SHERWOOD RISE, NOTTINGHAM,

E ] * ]

URTHER to the correspondence on the subject of the

Vauxhall-Villiers published on 22nd September, I
would point out that this photograph almost undoubtedly
showed the sister car to Raymond Mays’'s which was
driven by David Brown with some success both at
Southport and Shelsley.

Two of the original T.T. Vauxhall cars were modified
by the fitting of Amherst Villiers superchargers, be:ter
braking and modified internals, one going to Mays and
later being modified into the square-radiatored Villiers-
Supercharge, the other to David Brown, and this car
remained in the original modified form intact till shortly
before the outbreak of war. It spent some years in
Arthur Baron’s workshop at Dorking and was, I believe,
eventually sold to a man named Martin who ran a garage
in Guildford. Subsequently, I understand, it blew up
extensively.
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Here is the Amherst Villiers supercharged, twin-o.h.c.,
four-cylinder engine of that much-discussed Vauxhall

of Raymond Mays's. This photograph was probably
raken in 1930,

Both these cars which were, as everybody knows,
exceedingly potent, were reputed to be extremely nose-
heavy and very awkward to drive at high speed. The
Villiers-Supercharge * which passed to Cummings after
Raymond Mays was reputed to have ruined its chassis
frame after its famous spin at Poole and Tony Brooke’s
car uses a chassis frame based on the Carson special.

JAMES R. M. BoOTHBY.
Lonpon, S.W.7. ;

(So far as we are aware, it was Raymond Mays’s car
that we showed.—ED.)

* * *

I COULDN'T disagree more with the views expressed by
your correspondent John Deacon in your issue of 6th
October.

The many established motoring journals already being
published deal more than adequately with the compara-
tively minor side of motoring sport represented by
Grand Prix racing, and your appeal is more likely to be
to the thousands of club members who like to read of
the doings of their associates. I really cannot do better
than fully endorse the views expressed in the excellent
letter of H. R. Stevenson in the same issue.

Best wishes for yvour continued success.

F. W. ELLINGSWORTH,
W. WICKHAM, KENT,

E i E

N his 29th September article “Chain-drive versus

Shaft”, John Bolster has incorrectly presented the
facts concerning the behaviour of chain-drive lay-
outs.

The countershaft and the axle are usually held apart
by a radius member which is pivoted on the chassis near
the countershaft at one end and carries the axle bearings
at the other. When a given torque is applied to the
countershaft and then to the axle and wheels (through
the chains), an opposite torque is introduced into the
radius assembly which tries to turn in the reverse direc-
tion to the wheels and countershaft.

AUTOSFPORT 301

When the countershaft is located forward of the axle,
the torque in the radius assembly tends to raise the
chassis at the countershaft pivot point; the force required
for this is equal to an increase in pressure between the
rear wheels and the road. This action, and reaction, was
particularly noticeable in the G.N. or early Frazer-Nash.

The example given by John Bolster, of resistance to
the rotation of the road wheels, 1s only true if this resist-
ance is due to the seizure of the axle bearing.

If the countershaft is located behind the road wheels,
then the radius assembly torque will tend to Lft the
wheels off the road when power is applied. It would,
indeed, be interesting to know how the designers of
Raymond Mays’s new special have overcome this serious

disadvantage.
T. B. O'REILLY.
HoteL LOwWEN, ZURICH.

(Our correspondent is on the technical staff of Swissair.—
Ep.)

& 3 L

ITH reference to your report in the 6th Oct. issue of
AUTOSPORT, while in no way disputing your words
“the crowd were treated to a wonderful finish for third
place”, I would like to say that at Woodcote we were
treated to the splendid sight of de Graffenried far from
“fist-waving’’ give a very obvious pass signal to Gerard.
It would be interesting to know if other members got
the same im