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Tubular chassns design of exceptional strength, with a
tubular frame body constructed integrally with the chassis
for maximum rigidity. All-weather equipment. Powered
with Ford 10-h.p. engine fitted with double valve springs.

DEMONSTRATION MODEL AVAILABLE
£497 plus purchase tax.

london and South Eastern Counties Distributors
THE GORDON GARAGE (Dulwich) LTD,,
33'35 East Dulwich Road, London, S.E.12
(Tel.: New Cross 2456)
Agent for WADE Superchargers
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With the aid of a spanner and a Dend voal PRICEE FHDM
can o easily erect a Batley Building. A frm
level foundation is all that is rl:l'.]LIIl'l'd |
parts to fAx in the ground-—the concrete units
are tdmply bolted together to form a buadlding
which will last a lifetime without attention FHfE DELI?ERT
Mote these special BATLEY features aithin 100 MILES of
& VWeatharproof and fireproof. @ Snug and
Uq;. -lHan-curmll;lﬂ.:;rlniniumillu}; EI:?-I:-H- L O N.,P G N
& Pearmanent yet Fortable. & Available in
Many Sizes. @ MNo maintenance costs cavE HTRY
Sena M F;?ff m&m&'dw
A\ B
ERNEST 2D 5 _.]_'l LIMITED

‘ 16 Colledge Rd., Holbrooks, COVENTRY. Tel.: 87245/é 'l

like motoring

And we also like all you keen types
who appreciate real motoring, so if
you happen to be in our district do
call in.

We can always guarantee to have some
interesting cars on view, and we enjoy
‘“ talking sports cars™ as much as
you do, so come and see us.

J. BLAKE & CO., LTD.

Northern Sports Car Specialists

110 BOLD STREET, LIVERPOOL |

Tel.: ROYAL 6622

Don’t miss

FOULIS’

~latest
best sellers

76

106

Ask your bookseller
to order them for you
if he has no stock.

Publishers
G. T. FOULE & CO.. LTD..
7. Milford Lone,
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BRITAIN'S MOTOR SPORTING WEEKLY
Incorporating ““THE MOTOR CLUB"

Managing Editor : GREGOR GRANT

Yol.2. MNo.9 March 2, 1951

Assistant Editar - C. POSTHUMUS
Northern Editor - RUSSELL LOWRY
France - GERARD CROMBAC
Chief Photogropher - GEORGE PHILLIPS

North of England FECIS N. PENN

CONTENTS
Page
Pit and Paddock . . ; . - o A
Gonzalez Wins Again . . : . . 57
H.W.M.—I1951 Version . . . 260
Sporting Round-Up . " . . 262
The Great Chain-Drive Controversy . 264
M.G.C.C. (Irish Centre) “Experts™ . . . 265
Russell Lowry’s Northern Lights . . 266
A Summer Double (cnntluded} by J. E. G.
Fairman . ; ’ . 268
John Bolster Tests the DHI Axtnn Hartm
Sports Saloon " : : v iR
The Overhead Camshaft H G.s, by Fhllrp H.
Smith, A.M.l.Mech.E. . . .
A Miniature Monte Carlo . . . . 276
Correspondence . : ’ : ! v AT
News from the Clubs . - . , . 280
Scotch Corner, by ““Bodach’ . . " . 283
NOTICES
Published every Friday by AUTOSPORT,
32 Great Windmill Street, London, W.I.
Tel. GERrard 3193
NORTHERN OFFICE,
65 South John Street, Liverpool, |.
Tel. ROYal 1248
Business Manager: JOHN 5. CAMPBELL
Advertisement Manager: NORMAN H. BIGSBY
Annual Subscription: £4 4s. 6d.
Direct from the Publishers or all Newsagents
*
ST S s reh oo, T o AT oMo

EDITORIAL

N this issue we publish pictures of Britain’s latest

contender for Formula 2 honours, the 2-litre, single-
seater, Alta-engined H.W.M. This car has been evolved
from the knowledge and experience gained during a
very full season’s racing with the team of quasi single-
seaters which did so well in Continental events, and
impressed everyone at Silverstone last August.

The H.W.M. is the brain-child of John Heath, who,
backed by his friend and partner George Abecassis, and
a small number of very able mechanics and craftsmen,
has accomplished in an astonishingly short time what
others have failed to do over a period of years. The
enterprise and enthusiasm displayed by this small
Walton-on-Thames concern is a striking example of
what can be done by purely private enterprise.

In regard to national prestige, the HW.M.,, in its own
particular sphere, is every bit as important as the
Formula I B.R.M. Much of the success achieved by
this small concern is due to the fact that in matters of
development and design John Heath is the absolute
boss.

There 1s a moral in this somewhere!

AY and night racing in Great Britain! That has

been the dream of many enthusiasts for a great
number of years. Last week-end, the entrants of the
veteran 1i-litre Aston Martins for the French Bol d’Or
24 Hours Race, did a spot of practice at Brands Hatch,
which included night racing. Even on this small circuit
it was found quite possible to race as fast and as safely
as during the hours of daylight.

However, a pukka 24 hours race for sports-cars in
this country would be most difficult of achievement.
Airfield circuits lack the necessary permanent pit and
spectator installations so essential for a long-distance
event and, in any case, are not considered long enough
or sufficiently “interesting”. Again, there would prob-
ably be an outcry from local residents, as happened in
the old Brooklands days, causing a proposed 24 hours
race to become the “Double-Twelve”.

There is a fascination in a 24 hours event, not appre-

ciated by anyone who has not taken part in, or spectated
at Le Mans. A similar event would have been a

wonderful attraction to offer visitors to the fnrthcn_mhl_g
Festival of Britain, in addition to normal airfield circuit
and Brands Hatch racing.

OUR COVER PICTURE————

THOROUGHBRED: Maximum wheel adhesion, as

depicted on the DB2 Aston Martin, as John Bolster takes

it through a very fast bend on an airfield circuit during
his road test of this high-grade 2.6-litre car.




TIRLING MOSS will not, after all, be able to race as
a member of the Richmond team of Mark V
Coopers. His place will be taken by Eric Brandon.

* * *-

ETER REECE and Doreen Dale become man and wife
at St. Mary’s Church, Harrow, tomorrow (Saturday).

® £ -

S O S pepT. L. J. Oliver of Lanchester, Durham,
A urgently wants a passenger for the Highland
Three-Days’ Trial this Easter. Any offers?

* * "

MICI—MEL LAWSON (Lotus) scored a double by winning
the Maidstone and Mid-Kent M.C.’s recent
Tyrwhitt-Drake Trophy Trnal for the second successive
year. “No-Trailer” returned the only clean sheet.

x® L

RI:'GS. for the 9th Scottish Rally (14th-17th May), first
of the post-war series are out, and can be obtained
from A. K. Stevenson, Secretary, R.S.A.C., Blythswood
Square, Glasgow, C.2. Entries close on 17th April.
Full dope by “Bodach™ in next week’s issue.

L E ]

OOK'S are running an Autotravel Rally with the full

co-operation of the Norwegian Tourist Bureau, to
Norway, Sweden and Denmark, leaving England at the
end of June for a 21-days’ trip. Entries are limited,
and are dictated by shipping space. Full details can be
had from Berkeley Street, W.1.

* * *

HELSLEY WALSH on 23rd June sees the revival of the

popular Special Car Parks for Clubs at reduced fees.
Minimum number of cars is 25. Clubs interested in
rallying to this 50th Anniversary Meeting should apply
now to Leslie Wilson, M.A.C., 87 Edmund Street. A
feature will be runs by historic cars of the types seen
at past Shelsley hill-climbs.

L ] L]

OB WALKER has purchased the engine out of Peter

Walker’'s E-type E.R.A. and is installing it in the
1.f.s. Delage which Tony Rolt drove last season, and
will continue to drive in as many races as business
commitments permit. Rob is also building up the
original “Seaman” chassis and is installing the Delage
engine from the i.f.s. car, mainly for vintage events.

* L ] .

PiPPBle{ Garage, Dorking, is the scene of Walker’s

racing activities. The shop is under the direction of
G. W. H. Coles who used to be with the old Bellevue
set-up; chief mechanician is Jolliffe, ex-Continental cars,
who used to be responsible for Ken McAlpine's
Maserati and other machinery.
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PORTS-CAR GALA. Enterprising Birmingham concern.
SErismI Street Motors Ltd., is putting on a special
sports-car week from 5th to 12th March, featuring the
latest Allard and Dellow models. Demo runs will be
arranged, and the show is open from 9 am. to 9 p.m.,
week-ends included.

* ™~ *

Dl:-h'fﬁ HAMILTON and Tony Rolt will almost cer-
tainly be driving a Healey-Nash at Le Mans. Rolt
has a full programme of sports-car racing in view for
1951, and has reluctantly decided to part with his very
fast single-seater Alfa Romeo.

L * L

ROWETT TROPHY winner in last week-end’s Leicester-

shire “follow-my-leader™” trial was H.H. Mayes in his
Special. W. H. Green (Austin-Compo) won a first-class
award, and O. F. Williams (Dellow), a “second”.

E L #

ERsEY M.C. & L.C.C. plan to stage an ambitious

International 500 c.c. race at St. Helier on 19th July,
in addition to a motor-cycle event. A shortened version
of the famous road circuit will be used, cutting down
the promenade straight somewhat, and bringing the lap
distance to around two miles. The following week, the
Bouley Bay Hill-climb will happen. There will be no
International Road Race this year on the full G.P.
circuit, for various reasons.

® - &

eCENT High Court damages case arising out of the
Rlaic K. W. Bear's fatal crash at Jersey, in 1948, was
dismissed in favour of the race promoters. Mr. Justice
McNair said that every possible precaution against
accidents to spectators had been taken by the organizers.

EIRE EXPERTS: Alf Portter and Barnev Manley in the

former's new Ford Special during the Mount Venus

special test in the recent M.G.C.C. (Irish Centre) Experis’
Trial. A report will be found on page 2685.
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BUSINESSLIKE : (Left)
(reorge Abecassis giving the
H.W.M. “the works" on an
airfield circuit. The tests
were completely satisfactory.

FRONT-END: (Right) The

H.W.M. showing the excep-

tionally low build, and the

lav-our of the modified

M.G. helical J1I;a.l*;t.l;:!' wishbones
i.f.s.

use of Weber racing carburetters
with horizontal air-intake tube, on
the 2-litre, four-cylinder, twin-o.h.c.
Alta engine. These instruments
were fitted on the basis of “trying
everything once”. They are, of
course, used by Italian manufac-
turers such as Alfa Romeo and
Ferrari, The ultra-reliable Alta en-
gine, which contributed so much to
the success of the H.W.M., 1s pro-
ducing much more power than last
season’s motors. It is, of course,
very similar to the 1i-litre G.P.
engine, two-stage supercharged ver-
sions of which have been giving
Geoffrey Taylor every satisfaction.

Stirling Moss and Lance Macklin
will almost certainly form part of
the team, and it is to be hoped that
Fergus Anderson will be able to
spare time away from his motor-

AUTOSPORT

cycling activities to have a dnive.
Oscar Moore will race one of the
1950 cars, another of which has been
acquired by John Brown of Edin-
burgh.

Whilst Heath and Abecassis will
not commit themselves, 1t 1s evident
that there 1s a quiet air of confi-
dence in the busy Walton-on-
Thames workshops. The partners
are working out a very full pro-
gramme of events, which includes
every important Formula 2 race on
the Continent.

-

REAR-VIEW: (Left) A De Dion type
of rear axle is used, with guarter-elliptic
springs.

EXPERIMENTAL: (Below) Weber car-

buretters were tried out as an experiment.

The air-intake tube can be clearly scen
on the nearside.




VINTAGENTS: Shots at the recent
Vintage S.C.C.'s Bisley Rally showing
(above) J. P. Ferry (Alfa-Bugatti) in the
Blindfold Test and (right) W. A. Hill
urging his 1912 “Alfonso” Hispano-
Suiza uphill during another special test.

LEN PARKER TAKES THE
CHELTENHAM “COTSWOLD"

HE Cheltenham M.C.s *Cots-

wold” Trial on 24th February
attracted an entry of 14 CM.C.
members, of which only two were
non-starters. -

The first hill was a new “find” not
used before, Plinbrook, a long
steep climb through woods with a
surface of leaf mould. It remained
unclimbed, but L. Parker succeeded
in getting half way. After this a
cross-country route led to a reverse
climb and a short hill known as
Hilcot Dell.

The subsequent test in a quarry
was not easy with damp brakes and
uncertain ignition; best time was
recorded by C. Corbishley. Com-
petitors then went on to Draper’s
farm to tackle a number of hills
used previously in the R.A.C, Tnals
Championship in December last.

Len Parker was best on Noverton
2, nearly reaching the top. No one
was able to reach the heights of the
two Drapers Hills, but Cuff and
Bollom again did well. The last
hill, Draper’s Ess, was climbed by
Cuff, Parker and J. Readings in the
dusk.

PROVISIONAL RESULTS
Best performance: L. Parker (1,172
Parker Special 5.).
I1st Class Awards: W. Cuff (1,172 Cuff
Special 8.}, D. Bollom (1,172 Dellow S.).
Award for under 1,000 c.c. unblown :
M. Harris (747 Austin).

SPORTING
ROUND-UP

Week-end Trials in Cotswolds,
Eire and Northern Ireland

fame, driving a Hillman Minx
(there is no truth in the rumour that
he arrived at the start with the
Monte Carlo Alpine snow still on
his boots!).

The final check and finish was at
the Glenview Hotel at Glenodowns

DUBLIN UNIVERSITY MOTOR
CLURB’S “NIGHT TRIAL"

HE D.U.M.C.s *“Night Tral”

was a great success and a good
entry signed-on at the start at Lambs
Cross, about seven miles from
Dublin. The route, which was about
70 miles in length, consisted of a
tortuous and tricky circuit through
and over the Wicklow and Dublin
mountains. Competitors had to find
the best connections between Lambs
Cross, the Feathersked Mountains,
Ballysmutten Bridge, Callary and
Glenodowns. There were five special
tests but only three check points.

The outright winner was Pearce
Cahill driving his Iona-M.G. Special
and navigated (obviously very suc-
cessfully) by his wife.

The saloon car award was won by
Cecil Vard of Monte Carlo Rally

near Bray where an excellent egg
and bacon supper and an extremely
well-stocked bar awaited compet-
itors.

H.A.O’B.
RESULTS
Best Performance: P. Cahill (lona-
M.G. Special) 116 marks. Navigator:

Mrs. P. Cahill. -

First-Class Awards: D. O'Clery (M.G.
TD) 1084, J. Millard (M.G. TOC) 107,
T. P. Ohle (Dellow S/C) 107, A.
Johnson (M.G. TC) 101, E. Connell
(Riley) 1004, V. Ross (M.G. TD) 1004,
J. Ohle (M.G. TD) 974.

Second-Class Awards: Jones (M.G.
TC) 97, ). Bell (Ford B Special), 97, P.
Le Farne (Ford Special) 944, H. Craw-
ford (Morris-Ford Special) 92, C. Vard
(Hillman Minx) 89, T. Irwin (M.G. TD)
824 Stanford (Morris) 81, Stevenson
{Hillman Minx) 78.

Saloon Car Award: Cecl
(Hillman Minx).

Vard
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STUART WINS N.I.M.C. TRIAL

Ten Tests and No Observed
Sections

AVING lost a crownwheel twice

previously in local trials, Barry
Stuart had his revenge with his Ford
Special at the North of Ireland
M.C.’s trial on 24th February, when
he took the premier award in an
event composed entirely of driving
tests. Not that the absence of mud-
plugging made the trial easy on
transmissions, for the 25-mile
course, which was covered twice,
bristled with extraordinarily in-
volved tests which made special-
drivers sweat and saloon-owners
squirm.

Starting from the Guildhall,
Londonderry, the entry followed a
most efficiently dyed route to a
reversing test at a Y-fork on a steep

AUTOSPORT

impressive and that capable dis-
abled driver, Bob Donellan, made a
good showing in his sizable sports
A.C. The fifth test was reached by
even worse roads, with a top dres-
sing of greasy mud, which led the
reportorial motor-bike into intimate
contact with a thorn hedge, with a
consequent face-lifting for its rider.
The test, an “improved” form of
cross-roads with pylon, gave rise
to more pleas for a better steering
lock.

Returning to the city, the com-
petitors started on their second lap
of the circuit, when they found each
test strangely altered. Apparently
the marshals had each taken a hand-
ful of pylons, and dropped them
gaily into the middle of every test.
Test 7, for example, was on the
same site as Test 3, but had sprouted
another pylon, as had Test 4, while

hill. Drivers of closed cars found
this tricky enough, but not as diffi-
cult as the second test; which in-
volved reversing on a narrow road.
Trevor Spence did a spot of hedging
and ditching with the bumpers of
his Ford Anglia, while even Jim
Eaton in an open M.G. had trouble,
finally stalling before crossing the
line. The third test, reversing round
a pylon in an old army camp, put
a premium on small turning circles,
and many went so far off the road
that they appeared likely to vanish
into the beyond altogether.

From the camp site the trail led
over exceedingly second-class roads
to a straightforward acceleration
test round a right-hand bend, where
P. W. Torney (Hillman Minx) was

263

the final test involved so many
pylons and channels that it appeared
impossible to drive through it. In
actual fact, it had to be negotiated
in reverse, so Bob Donellan bowled
over the lot to show his disapproval.
The only casualty was Jim Eaton,
who sheared the oil-pump drive on
his M.G. F.W.McCC.

PROVISIONAL RESULTS

General Classification: 1, C. E. B.
Stuart (Ford Sp.); 2, R. J. Caldwell
(M.G. Saln.); 3, G. H. Reilly (M.G.
Sports).

Open Car Class: 1, C. E. B. Stuart;
2. . H. Reilly; 3, R. Donellan (A.C.)

Closed Car Class: 1, R. J. Caldwell;
2, P. W. Torney (Hillman Minx); 3, J.

Henry (M.G.).
= L : ]

CEMIAN KENT CUP TRIAL

AL&N DAY (Dellow) won the Kent
Cup Trial, organized by Cemian
M.C. (25th February), which was
run on a “follow-my-leader™ basis.
A. S. Caines (Hillman) and A. A.
Bolsom (Austin), two saloon car
entrants, were early in trouble on
the first hill, Hognore. Eventually,
they both gave the Kent hills best,
and joined the spectators. Day
registered best time in the to-and-fro
special test with 27.8 secs., closely
followed by H. H. Alderton (May-
thorpe) with 28 secs. M. S. Ewbank
(Dellow) almost burnt out his cluich
doing the test with his throttle stuck
wide open. There were no first-
class awards, “seconds” going to
Alderton and Ewbank.

MINX-OBATICS: (Lefty P. W. Torney
{Hillman) in Test 2 during the NIM.C,
Trial. (Below) P.A. winner C. E. B,
Stuart, in his stark and business-like Ford
Special, at the start of Test 3.
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n-drive Controversy

PROVING A THEORY MATHEMATICALLY

anmﬂ a spare hour the other day
I went through my back num-
bers of AuTOosSPORT to find out
where the great Chain Drive Con-
troversy had started, to trace its rise,
and to see if any conclusions could
be drawn from the correspondence.
Well, I find that this all started from
a pleasant, inoffensive article under
the heading “Chain Drive Versus
Shaft™ by John Bolster, published
on 29th September, 1950.

Since then, 18 letters and one bit
of doggerel have appeared in 11
issues of AuvurosporT, from 11
different contributors, apart from
John Bolster. This means that 11

ple were sufficiently excited
about the subject to rise from their
peaceful firesides, find pen and
paper, and get scratching to this
journal; and when I say excited, I
do mean excited, like the one con-
tributor, who shall be nameless, but
whose voice seemed to boom out
across the pages, and who became
sufficiently excited to write four
letters on the subject.

Now to what conclusions has this
large amount of effort led us? Not
much further, I am afraid, than John
Bolster’s original article.

During the past few weeks one
gets the impression that the truth is
gradually emerging, and nearly all
the opposition i1s becoming used to
the original Bolsterian conception.

However, some of the correspond-
ence has been exceedingly technical:
with forces, reactions, torques and
inertias wandering around more or
less under control. The 10th letter,
written by a Mr, Pugh and published
on 22nd December, 1950, had
the best idea when he asked for a
proper mathematical answer to settle
the question. This article is an
attempt to provide a simple mathe-
matical treatment.

Before I scare every reader away
let me hasten to add that there is
nothing advanced in all this, and
anyone with the most elementary
mechanical knowledge can follow it.
The maths is certainly simpler than
some of the abstruse caculations we

have read in the aforementioned 18
letters.

by A. Gualtieri

In order to make the problem
simple we have to make an assump-
tion, that is, the radius arm starts
off parallel to the ground.

If you will look at the diagram
(Fig. 1) the length of the radius arm
is L between centres of countershaft
and wheel. Let the radius of the
driving sprocket be r, and the radius
of the driven sprocket be R. Now
suppose a torque of value Q (anti-
clockwise) is applied to the counter-
shaftt This will cause tension of
Q/r in the upper limb of the chain,
and providing the wheel does not
spin, the whole assembly has a

torque of Q lbs. ft. trying to drag it
round.

This is, of course, the effect that
John Bolster talks about in his
letters.

HOWEVER, THAT IS NOT
THE WHOLE STORY.

If you look at the diagram you
can visualize the smaller driving
sprocket (in trying to turn round
anti-clockwise) would attempt, as it
were, to climb up the top limb of
the chain. To do this, the chassis
would have to be raised, and this
means that a vertical force would
have to be applied upwards, at the
countershaft. This vertical force
exists and its value is the vertical
component of the tension in the top

el

RADIUS ROD

-~ — -
-
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limb of the chain. If the chain
makes an angle § with the vertical,
then, since the tension in the chain
is Q/r, the vertical component force
at the countershaft is (Q/r cos. 5.)
upwards. There is, of course, an
equal force acting downwards on
the wheel centre.

So now we can consider forces at
the' wheel axle,

1. Vertical force down, due to
weight of car acting through the
spring.

2. Vertical force up, due to road
reaction minus the unsprung
weight. This equals para. 1
above.

3. Vertical force upward, as a
result of the anti-clockwise
moment Q (The Bolsterian
torque) of value Q/L.

4. Vertical force down—the ver-
tical component of chain ten-
sion of value Q/r cos. .

Therefore any force tending to lift
the wheel would have the value :—

Q Q
— — —CO0S. B.
L r

Under certain condition there is no
force tending to lift the wheel or
drive it down.

If :—
Q Q
— = —CO0s. B.
L r

there would be no reaction.

Now if you will look at Fig. 2 you
can see that the angle the top limb
of the chain makes with the vertical
(B) is equal to angle OPA. So that:—

R—r
cos. f. =
L :
Substituting this in the equation,
we get [ —
Q Q (R-—-1)
L r L
Simplifying :—
R == U,

This gives us the following con-
clusions. If the driving sprocket
diameter is half the diameter of the
driven sprocket, there will be no
vertical reaction on the wheel under
accelerating torque. If the drive
sprocket 1s larger than half the
other, then the resulting torque will
be anti-clockwise in the case con-
sidered above; and vice versa if the
drive sprocket be smaller than half.
Result is that the early chain-driven
Mercedes flung its wheels off the
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ground as John Bolster said 1t
did, and 1 expect the Frazer-Nash
(in bottom gear remember) lifted its
tail on leaving the line at Shelsley,
and elsewhere.

All this suggests- an interesting
possibility in connection with
brakes. A car with this type of rear
suspension is apt to do odd things
under sudden and severe braking.
With the countershaft in front of the
axle, the tendency is to wind the
radius rod up and cause the wheels

265

to unstick. With the countershaft
behind the axle, the winding up
brings the tail up like a diving duck,
and gives the driver an excellent
view of the road immediately in
front of his front whels. However,
with the “no reaction™ system sug-
gested above, we could have the
brakes fitted on the countershaft and
thereby gain a decrease in unsprung
weight as well as being able to

accelerate and brake in safety and
comfort.

M.6.C.C. (IRISH CENTRE) “EXPERTS”
A Well-Organized Eventin Very Tough Weather

A.TERH.&TE snow and rain coupled
with bitterly cold winds made
the going very tough in the “Experts’
Trnal” which was extremely well
organized by the Irish Centre of the
M.G.C.C. Thirty of the 33 entrants
signed-on at the start at the Joks-
town Inn, near Tallagh. The route,
which was 30 miles in length,
covered a most beautiful area in the
Dublin mountains, included 12
observed sections and two special
tests.

The premier award was won by
Cavin Murray in his very successful
M.M. Special which 1s basically a
Triumph “Gloria™ chassis fitted with
a Mercury V/8 engine, and some-
what stark and functional two-seater
coachwork.

Murray also made the best time
in both the special tests. The first
test was held at Buttas cross-roads
and the second on Mount Venus.

The three¢ toughest sections were
“Slippery Sue”, near Castle Kelly,
Mount Leskin, near Buttas, and
Mount Venus, near Old Bawn. No
one climbed to the top of “*Slippery
Sue”, highest up being T. P. Ohle
with the Irish-built Dellow. Excel-
lent attempts were also made by
Murray (M.M. V/8), Cecil Atkinson
(Ford), A. L. “Bill” Young (M.G.
TD) and Johnny Bell (Ford Eight
Special).

At School-House Lane Theo. Ohle
shot over the top so fast that when
the car landed his passenger sailed
clean through the windscreen, luckily
without. serious injury, but on the
next section, Farm Yard, Ohle was

unfortunate enough to strip his
crown wheel and pinion.

An interesting first appearance in
this trial was that of AIf Potter’s
beautifully finished Ford “Ten”
special. In this event the engine
was suffering from overheating, a
fault which will no doubt be recti-
fied in the near future when exten-
sive engine tuning is to be carried
out. This will be a most interesting
vehicle to watch in the future.

A cheerful but extremely muddy
gathering of competitors hurriedly
refreshed themselves after signing-
off at the finish at Rockbrook, then
motored off to bathe and change for
the Club’s annual dinner and pre-
sentation of awards held at Dublin
Airport, Collinstown.

H.A.O'B.
& W E

WEST ESSEX SPEED TRIALS

EST ESSEX CAR CLUB is holding

its Chelmsford Speed Trials
again at Boreham Airfield on Sun-
day, 1st April. This meeting last
year was very well supported by
leading drivers and proved very suc-
cessful. The course is 1 kilometre,
and timing is by the Loughborough-
Hayes Electric system as used at
Brighton Speed Trials; two cars run-
ning together. There are classes for
standard saloon and open cars in the
morning, with super sports (any
trim) and racing cars in the after-
noon. Antone is announcing times
over public address as each car
finishes. Refreshments provided in
marquee on the course.




HAVE been taken to task for my reference to the

“naughty practice of towing trials cars to the start of
events”. I should have thought that the very use of
such a nursery adjective would have shown that my
views on the subject were not strong. Bless my soul,
let people carry their cars on their backs to the start
if it increases their fun and doesn’t interfere with that of
others. Nobody who has climbed wet, muddy, cold,
tired and hungry out of a vehicle at the end of a tnal
and contemplated the alternatives of drniving home,
maybe a 100 or more miles through snow, fog or what
have you, in that same stark vehicle or in a cosy dry
motor-car, would dream of imposing the first choice.
After all, our main objective is fun with a capital F.
Besides, distances between events in the North are long
and often involve the crossing of mountainous country.

More debatable territory is reached when we leave
mere creature comfort and come down to cars that are
practically incapable of being driven on the road, but
there are so few of these that I don’t think we need to
get steamed up on the subject.

E ] ®

THI—.‘ above topic arose out of the Y.S.C.C.'s White

Rose Trial starting from Malcolm Bateman’'s home,

and was taken in a mildly jocular vein. In fact, the
Bateman gesture was nobler than I knew at the time,
as the starting control was actually in the lounge at
Royd House, where Mrs. Bateman, with complete calm.
distributed coffee to 50 or 60 people, whose garments
were in keeping with one of the filthiest days in a month
that has broken 70-year-old records for wetness.

* * %

OI_.IT of the mouths of babes. A certain large grocery
store with sundry branches in the North and in
Scotland,. 1s, to quote its own publicity, “Famous for
tea and coffee”. One of our junior readers was
learnedly contemplating the daily Press the other day,
when an announcement to this effect caught his eye.
“What a lot of nonsense”, said he, “Coopers are famous
for 500 racing cars, not for tea and coffee”! The
younger generation is evidently being brought up
properly!

RUSSELL LOWRY'’S

Northern
Lights

TRIALS AND TRAILERS—THE

BATEMAN “CAFE”"—BARRED

BARS—OPEN FOR PETROL—
PANDORA

RECORD-BREAKER : The modified

John Cobb Napier-Railton which is used

to depict a Land Speed Record car in

the film: “Pandora and the Flying Duich-

man”. This is the moment in the film

when an oil pipe bursts, setting the
engine on fire.

HIS story comes from the Midlands. The event was

over. Competitors and marshals were cold and
soaked to the skin, though happy after a good day.
Outer garments had been shed, and a faint glow of
warmth was beginning to make itself felt under the
sheltering roof of the official hotel. A little alcohol
was an obvious need to complete the thawing process.
and set wagging the tongue of reminiscence. After
some research, the bar was found, but the door of this
delectable apartment remained obstinately closed.
Further search produced a waiter.

“When, oh when, will the bar be open?”

“In April”, came the cheery reply.

The date was 11th February. Moral—make sure of
an all-the-year-round licence when organizing vyour
finishing check.

* & =

THL multiplication of rallies is bringing its own prob-
lems with it, some serious, some mildly humorous.
To take one of each, let us quote the garage which
some years ago was persuadad to stay open all night in
order to supply competitors with petrol, oil, and other
supplies, in a Northern area where such things would
not normally be available. The good-natured proprietor
could scarcely hope to make any real profit out of the
night’s work, but really was hurt when he found that
he quite literally had not sold a single gallon of any-
thing. In this case, the club concerned heard of what
had happened, and made a token payment, which must
be recorded as a decent and suitable gesture. Another
garage stayed open again more recently in similar cir-
cumstances, and almost every competitor accepted the
polite reminder in the route card and bought supplies
there, so everyone was happy.

In a lighter vein, we have the rally to which entrants
had to be limited by the availability of breakfasts, and
incidentally, the proprietor of the hotel where breakfast
was to be taken, himself an enthusiastic member of the
organizing club, had to be sent off as number one, so
that he might gain sufficient time to lend his good wife
a hand in the preparation of suitable fare for the 30

carloads of hungry fellow competitors who came
behind him.
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THE film “Pandora and the Flying Dutchman™, which
L has already been mentioned in Autosporr, will have
its first showing in the North at the Odeon, Manchester,
on the 4th March, and thereafter, one hopes, will go on
circuit. This is good news, as we generally have to
wait a long time before such things reach us up here.
All the advance information suggests that the story
woven around John Cobb’s famous old Napier-Railton
is a good one, and has been handled with real technical
skill. As far as sporting enthusiasts are concerned, the
centre of attraction is bound to be the car herself.
Those who are also film fans will find satisfaction in
the star parts, which are played by James Mason and
Ava Gardner.

. * *

I HAVE often had occasion to bewail the difficulty of
finding a route round the industrial fringe of Man-
chester. This is the only place which, in my experience,
rivals Birmingham as a navigational nightmare for the
lone driver, who can’t very well sit with a map on his
knee. Anyhow, having nearly missed a “Noggin and
Natter” the other evening by getting lost all over the
place, I was glad to accept an offer of guidance on the
return journey from Jack Terris, who will be remem-
bered for his trials performance in M.G.s in pre-war
days. Jack apologized for the fact that he was “only”™
driving a Morris van, and would, therefore, be on the
slow side, but a sudden frost had descended on mist-
damped roads, and conditions turned out to be decidedly
dicey. “Northern Lights”, not knowing the corners,
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found himself taking some of them in quite unpremedi-
tated slides, while his guide seemed quite unaffected by
the road conditions. Arriving safely in Knutsford, a halt
was called to exchange good nights, and it was realized
that not only had the mastro retained all his old cun-
ning, but he had also kept the small back wheels and
fat tyres he used in former days on his P.B. Midget.

L] L] ]

HE influenza epidemic seems to have died down in

the North, but we are now suffering from “round-
aboutitis™, which could be almost as lethal. One round-
about near the “Northern Lights’ ™ home (it never had
any reason for existence, because there isn’t a cross-
roads) has recently grown iron railings. Since then,
three vehicles have demolished these railings during fog,
and no doubt done considerable damage to themselves
as well as to the ironware, whereas formerly they could
have taken to the central grass with impunity. The
Liverpool archipelagos have already been referred to.
The latest of these is in the centre of the motor district
around Renshaw Street, and normal clock-wise rotating
traffic finds itself faced by a “No Entry” notice, forcing
it to go round the wrong way. A quaint conceit. Hav-
ing completed half a lap, you find a little cross-channel,
and debate whether to complete the circuit or dive down
the side-track. Meantime, somebody probably rams
you in the stern. As practice courses for special tests,
these excrescences are admirable, but as contributions
to road safety ... !

Book Review

Under my Bonnet

Author: G. R. N. Minchin, M.A.

Size: 5§ < 8§ in. 183 pp.

Price: 15s.

Publishers: G. T. Foulis & Co., Ltd., 7 Milford Lane,
Strand, W.C.2.

IT may be this reviewer’s catholicity in taste, or simply

excess enthusiasm., but there seems to have been a

spate of good motoring books during the past few
months, and it has long been his wish that the Editor
would a bad one over to review for a change. The
wish remains unfulfilled, for the latest to hand, Under
My Bonnet by G. R. N. Minchin is an entrancing work,
full of humorous anecdotes, a leavening of drama, much
exclusive racing and biographic matter and numerous
illustrations of very great interest.

“Work” perhaps is the incorrect word, for this collec-
tion of reminiscences has an engaging lack of continuity
which makes for easy and extremely pleasant reading.

The author was a private motorist in that almost
unbelievable age before the Great War, when one bought
cars according to personal preference rather than taking
the car which can most quickly be delivered—or, more
likely, the bus—and Mr. Minchin’s tastes, aided by “the
necessary”, went to Rolls-Royces and others of the
corps élite in cars, in which he travelled Europe in high

speed luxury.

Racing fans will find much to intrigue them, for the
author was fortunate in being able to attend many classic
events and knew a great many interesting people like
Sir Malcolm Campbell, Algy and Kenelm Lee Guinness,
Ferdinand Charron, Dario Resta, Sir Henry Royce,
William Morris (now Lord Nuffield) and that French
magnate of Victorian times, Albert Clément-Bayard.
G.P. students may be pleased to deduce from this gentle-
man's name, self adopted, that the reversed order
“Bayard-Clément” so often encountered in references to
the French marque in race accounts, is incorrect. Mr.
Minchin tells a diverting story of how the Bentley team
in the 1922 T.T. had a last-minute team award success
to advertise; and apropos Bentleys, the Winged B boys
must not miss his eye-witness account of the fabulous
1927 White House crash, nor the chapter on “The
Bentley Reborn™; although the marque’s historians may
jib at reading that the Chenard-Walcker at Le Mans in
1923 “easily beat a lone Bentley” (John Duff’s) or that
he and Clement won in 1924 “to everybody’s surprise”.

There are so many delightful facets to Mr. Minchin’s
book that one can but touch on the brightest—the story
of the Bishop and the caddy: the machinations of the
Law—and of Mr. Minchin’s lawyers!; the classic motor
races of which he gives maddening glimpses, making one
yearn for lots more; the occasional tilts at the “moderns™.
the wonderful pictures of marvellous Rolls-Royces, and
—exciting to one with a passion for old G.P. pictures—
the photos of Sunbeams, de Dietrichs, Mercedes, etc..
which are from Mr. Minchin’s own collection. Alto-
gether a delightfully entertaining book. g
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The H.R.G. line-up at Spa, with the Brock-Wright coupé on the extreme lefi.

A SUMMER DQUBLE—-cﬂncluded

Closing Stages at Le Mans—The H.R.G. Team Victory
at Spa—Author and Thompson again win 13-litre class

BOUT this time I began to think

my own strength was failing, as I
was finding it increasingly difficult to
lug the car round the sharp corners
at Mulsanne and Arnage. I soon
realized, however, that it must be a
matter of dry kingpins, as the self-
centring action wasn’t so hot. After
a nasty moment running two wheels
on the sandbank at Mulsanne, I
decided to stop and ram in some
grease, which gave the pit staff a
heart attack as they thought I had
broken the car when they saw me
coast in. The slight delay was worth
it, as the steering returned to normal
after the grease gun had been
applied.

At 10 a.m. I handed over to Eric,
and strolled with Maryon as far as
the Esses for a spot of exercise. This
was the first I had seen of the race
from this angle, and the speed of
the cars seemed quite startling

By
J. E. G. FAIRMAN

through the swerves. We watched
Eric for a couple of laps, jolting over
the bumpy bend just after the pits,
and it really looked hard work.
When we got back we heard the
bad news about Pierre Marechal’s
crash, which cast a particular gloom
over the party as Pierre had been
in the HR.G. team at Spa in 1948.
By noon, the field was sadly
depleted, and we were lying quite
well up—about 13th, as far as I can
remember. We were also second in
the 13-litre class, one of the D.B.s
having retired. The other one, how-
ever, was going like a train, and
being about 15 m.p.h. faster than us
was now several laps ahead, so it
seemed that when my last spell came
I could do no more than plod along
and make sure of finishing. When

Eric came in at 1 p.m. the thought
that the hopes of the whole party
now rested on me was quite frighten-
ing, especially as Eric warned me
that there was precious little brake
left. He hadn’t exaggerated,and going
down the straight after a couple of
laps I fiddled with the manual ad-
juster that sticks up through the
floor to see if there was any more
there, but there wasn't. I remember
my sleeve catching in the handle as
I straightened up from the operation,
and the thing must have spun back
a couple of turns without my realiz-
ing it, for when I arrived at Mul-
sanne at full chat there was no brake
at all worth mentioning. This is a
corner that must be respected, so |
simply went straight on down the
escape road, where I stopped and
sorted out the adjuster. This only
took about two minutes, but it was
enough to cause some heart attacks
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in the pit when the precious remain-
ing car failed to ap on time.

During this spelfefr spotted John
Talbot-Frith walking round the in-
side of the course in the reverse
direction, taking photographs. To
each of my laps he covered about
300 yards, and each time I came
round he looked 10 degrees hotter.
I was quite sorry when he retired
with overheating trouble, as I had
been amusing myselfi by trying to
guess which tree he would be behind
next time round.

With an hour and a half to go, the
full realization that the gallant Hurg
might make the grade after all was
quite overwhelming, and I was petri-
fied that I might make some idiotic
mistake and mess up the show right
at the end. At this stage I think I
watched the oil and water gauges
more than the road ahead, and my
ears were positively flapping with
the effort to detect any unusual
noises.

The Final Hour

The last hour was most exciting.
We had arranged no pit signals other
than the semaphore giving faster and
slower signs, except that our times
were displayed every few laps. So
I had no idea whatever of our posi-
tion in the race. I knew that the
remaining D.B. had been in trouble
during Eric’s last spell, but had gone
on again. Owing to going off in a
hurry at 1 p.m. I had neglected to
find out whether it was still leading
the class or whether Eric had over-
taken it somewhere. But whatever
its position, I was very pleased to
swing into the straight on one occa-
sion and find the D.B. stuck at the
side of the road, with the driver’s
head buried in its innards. This
was all very intriguing, especially as
I seemed to pass a broken-down or
crashed car of some kind each time
round. After another lap, I was
disappointed to find the D.B. had
disappeared, but found it again the
far end of the straight.

Course Littered With Cars

When I next passed the pit I was
astounded to see the entire H.R.G.
crew inside, clapping their hands
heartily. I still don’t know what this
was in aid of, but at the time it left
me in a whirl, as I thought I must be
leading the race or something! To-

wards the end, the course seemed
to be littered with cars, and several
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others were merely cruising. With
10 minutes to go I had a fearful
shock. For just two hours and 50
minutes the signals had never varied
from “O.K.”, and I had long since
reached the stage of taking them for
granted. So my surprise can be
imagined when I saw the arm point-
ing down. This meant “Slow
Down”, the idea being to bring me
over the line at precisely four
o'clock. But having seen so many
cars obviously on their last legs, and
wondering why the people in the
had been clapping, I jumped to
conclusion that I must be catchmg
up somebody of importance, and
misinterpreted the sign for a “Flat
Out” one. 1 went like a scalded cat
as far as the Hippodrome Café
before I realized my mistake and
slowed right down, hoping the
management hadn’t noticed any-
thing.

I crossed the line with the gallant
Hurg and was immediately over-
whelmed by what seemed hundreds
of people shoving drinks at me.
When I could make myself heard I
found that only 19 of the 49 starters
had survived, and that we had won
the 1i-litre class at over 70 m.p.h.
Apart from that we were sixth on
handicap and eighth in general clas-
sification. This, taken by and large,
was very satisfactory, being the first
Le Mans for both Eric and me, and
we had never dreamed we might
finish in the money.

People Everywhere

The next half-hour was a blur.
There seemed to be people and
flowers and drinks everywhere. Eric
drove me up to the bridge, where
the finishers were lined up and photo-
graphed. One or two had finished
in such a state of mechanical upset
that they had to be pushed. We
then returned to the pits, where
tough-looking policemen had multi-
plied like rabbits, the reason being
the arrival of the French President,
M. Vincent Auriol, driven in a
Renault the size of a bungalow. The
drivers were introduced to the
President, everybody cheered, the
band played, and that was that. Les
24 Heures du Mans had come
and gone, and 12 months would
elapse before the next staging of this
truly magnificent event.

The drivers returned next day to
England, and the H.R.G.s went on
to Brussels with the mechanics, to
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be prepared for the next battle in
two weeks’ time—the Belgian 24
Hours on the famous Spa-Francor-
champs circuit.

The Spa Race

THEHE was one alteration in the
team for the race at Spa. Owing
to business commitments Neville
Gee was unable to stay with us, and
it was arranged that Jack Scott would
be partnered by André Pilette, the
Belgian driver. It was to André’s
garage in Brussels that the cars had
been taken after Le Mans, and we
all met there the Monday before the
race. Our hard-working mechanics
had been through everything with
their usual thoroughness, and the
cars were ready to be driven across
to the Ardennes. Before we left,
Pierre Goldschmidt stood us all a
lunch in one of the top restaurants
of Brussels, which left us fairly
gasping.
No Magic Carpet!

We finally set off for Spa in con-
voy. I drove one of the team cars,
and soon found that some of the
bruises collected at Le Mans were
still with me. There was nothing of
the magic carpet touch about the
H.R.G. in racing trim, when travel-
ling over the fearful Belgian cobble-
stones.

We were booked to stay at the
Hotel d'Orange at Stavelot—I was
quite surprised to get there and find
the cars hadn’t shaken to pieces on
the way. We found Ray Brock and
Bob Freeman-Wright already in-
stalled with wives and helpers, so the
hotel was anything but subdued.

The remainder of the week passed
in much the same way as at Le
Mans, except that we didn't have
quite so much to do to the cars
between ises. The circuit, often
referred to as the finest in Europe, is
quite unlike Le Mans, and much
more difficult to learn. Most of it
is lined with trees, and some of the
swerves not only look alike but have
no landmarks at all, which can be
tricky, particularly at night. You
can rush up to a corner, thinking
“Ah, this is that nasty one, we'll
take it easy”. You brake, change
down, and find yourself motoring
round a perfectly simple bend quite
slnwly and fe:ehnia bit silly. Next
time round, you think “Now I won’t
make that mistake again™, rush at
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A Summer Double—conrd.

the corner, and then find at the last
moment it is the nasty one with the
adverse camber after all, and you
just about scrape round feeling
thoroughly frightened.

The 11-litre Gordini-Simcas which
didn’t arrive for Le Mans were here
in full strength. So on paper we
hadn’t the ghost of a chance, as the
Simcas were fantastically rapid. The
biggest thing we could aim for was
the team prize, which in this race is
the most highly coveted trophy.
There was strong competition for
this apart from Gordini, in the shape
of three 1,100 c.c. aerodynamic Fiat
saloons, which could go just as fast
as us, and faster on the bumpy bits.

Incidentally, Spa differs in several
other ways from the French classic.
There is no official recognition of an
outright winner, and there are
separate touring car classes. There
is a totally different atmosphere
about the whole thing, in fact. For
instance, whereas at Le Mans
scrutineering is a major ordeal, with
forbidding officials going through
everything with a fine-tooth comb, at
Spa it is more of a social occasion.
Some of the Continental entries get
away with murder, and several were
accepted which would probably have
been thrown out at Le Mans.

Jock Horsiall Arrives

Jock Horsfall arrived with his
beautifully turned out Aston Martin,
determined to drive single-handed
throughout. In the touring class
Tommy Wisdom and Anthony
Hume were going to give a Javelin
saloon its first taste of serious racing.
We were also pleased to see that
Charles Brackenbury and Leslie
Johnson had arrived with the six-
cylinder Aston Martin, and hoped
they would be able to make up for
their rotten luck at Le Mans, where
they had to retire with cooling
trouble.

On Saturday we repeated our Le
Mans scheme by arriving at the
course in good time, and things
moved along on much the same lines
as before. As zero hour drew necar
the drivers lined up opposite their
cars. The start being on a bumpy
downhill section, with a nasty bend
at the bottom followed by a climb
like the roof of a house, the orga-
nizers wanted to start the cars in
two or three separate groups, with
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A formidable array of Amedee Gordini's 14-litre Simcas which proved very
fast, but not aliogether reliable.

a few seconds between, so0 as to
relieve congestion. This time I was
walching from the stands opposite,
and when the flag fell everybody for-
got about or ignored the group idea,
and they all got away in a howling
pack. At Le Mans, breaches of
regulations cost big fines, but here
nobody seemed to mind.

Eric, Mort and André were away
smartly, and we settled down to see
who would be first round, half ex-
pecting the Ferrari or a Delahaye.
However, two 14-litre Simcas roared
past in the lead, with Chinetti trail-
ing along behind in the Ferrari. This
was kept up, lap after lap, for hours,
which made us begin to wonder
whether Chinetti had met his match
at last. Eric and Pilette seemed to
be having a wonderful race all on
their own, going round for a long
time with only a length between
them. It looked as though they had
forgotten it was a 24-hour affair, so
Pierre waved a “Slower™ signal at
them, which they duly obeyed, al-
though managing to look very dis-
gruntled at their fun being spoilt.

Patent Suspension

The Brock-Wright H.R.G. was
also going well, though the patent
rear suspension, designed and fitted
by the proud owner, seemed to be
working very hard on the rough road
past the pits.

About 7 p.m. the cars were re-
fuelled one at a time, and taken over
by Peter, Jack Scott and myself. All
seemed well, and I don’t remember
any incidents of note during my spell
at the wheel, except that as darkness
fell I had to pull in for a moment to
wipe an accumulation of muck from
the headlamp glasses. The three
hours seemed to pass very quickly,

which I think is due to the fact that
at Spa you have no time to get
bored. With fast bends, slow bends,
rises and falls, you are learning all
the way round the nine miles, every
lap. One bend in particular at
Burnenville is a real terror. It is
pretty well a flat-out one in the
H.R.G., 1s downhill, and i1s one of
those very long right-handers which
go on and on. However hard you
try, you always seem to need about
three separate bites at it. [ think
in my entire 12 hours at the wheel
I managed this bend tidily about five
times.

At 10 p.m. 1 spotted the “come
in” signal, and my first spell was
done. The other two cars were still
going well and everybody seemed
very pleased with life. After much-
needed personal replenishment, 1
had a nap, which as at Le Mans
seemed to last 10 minutes before
Pierre booted me up again. Again.
being 1 am. and feeling cold and
stiff, the game seemed hardly worth
it, especially as patches of mist had
settled on parts of the course. Just
to add to the difficulty, these patches
didn’t even stay put, but kept shift-
ing around. Otherwise all was O.K.,
and the engine hummed away
beautifully.

I don’t know why it should be so.
but during the night at Spa driving
secemed to be of a much lower
standard than at Le Mans. This
also applied during the day, to a
lesser degree. Maybe it's the alti-
tude. One trick that was fairly
common was for a slower driver to
see you in his mirror, pull over, wave
vou on, then dart back to the crown
of the road. This happened to me
once at the beginning of the Masta
Straight. Charles Brackenbury in
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the six-cylinder Aston Martin was
on my tail and following through
when a Belgian in a Delage waved
me on and then swung back. This
was quite something for a moment,
but it sorted itself out. I well re-
member Charles finally sweeping by,
leaning out and making some very
expressive gestures indeed to the
startled Belgian merchant.

Thompson Takes Over

At 4 a.m. Eric took over again,
after 1 had carried out a little body
maintenance. We were now begin-
ning to pay the penalty of our ultra
light coachwork. The other two
cars, especially Peter Clark’s, had
covered only a fraction of our Le
Mans mileage, so Eric and I were
the first to feel the effects of the
rough road past the pits, which
seemed to have its bumps graduated
in a manner specially designed to
punish H.R.G.s. Our coachwork
was splitting ominously in several
places, and shortly after Jack Scott
began to suffer in a similar way.

About this time the 13-litre
Gordini Simcas began to give
trouble, which ended later on iIn
retirement. We were well up in the
| §-litre class, and as the Italians had
lost one of their rapid Fiats we
began to keep our fingers crossed
about the Team Prize. These hopes
were soon dashed by Mort, who
came in slowly with a nasty knock.
This turned out to be piston trouble,
but the car was able to stagger along
slowly on three cylinders.

The Scott-Pilette car was next in
trouble, when the radiator and fuel
tank began to break away. After
spending a long time at the pits fak-
ing up a repair, they were able to
push on at only slightly reduced
speed.

Later on in the morning, the fuel
tank in our car broke away from its
mountings with a horrible crash.
We had to drain the tank before
effecting a wonderful Heath Robin-
son repair with the aid of yards of
rope and a broomstick. All this
took over half an hour, but as we
were the only complete team left
which was able to keep going the
delay didn’t matter a great deal
For the whole of my last spell the
body was getting into such a state
that 1 had to slow right down over
the bad sections—when passing the
pits it sounded like a cart load of
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empty dustbins, which was most em-
barrassing—but the gallant chassis
would still knock up nearly 100
m.p.h. along the smoother straight.

Towards the end of the race
Chinetti rolled the Ferrari over at
Stavelot hairpin, which looked as
though Jock Horsfall would win the
2-litre class. But Chinetti fought
off the ambulance men, friends
tipped the car back on its wheels,
and he carried on to win the class.
This earned him a terrific reception,
but poor old Jock came in for an
even bigger round of applause on
completing his incredible 24 hours
without any relief whatever.

Four p.m. struck, and once again |
had the thrill of motoring the
H.R.G. past the chequered flag,
winner of the li-litre class for the
second time in three weeks. Eric
and I had never expected our luck
to be repeated, especially as the
opposition was even stronger here.
But I think that is one of the excit-
ing parts of motor racing—victory
not always going to the most rapid
or most expensive car. The opposi-
tion on this occasion had com-
pletely blown up but we hadn’t, and
the three cars had got there under
their own steam even if rather
slowly. Eric and I had averaged
about 65 as against our 71 m.p.h. at
Le Mans. We had very nearly
finished as a bare chassis but the
engine was running just as well at
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the 48th hour as in the beginning.
Four H.R.G.s had started and four
had finished, Brock and Wright
being second in the class—a very
fine performance for a car that
really is used by its owner for daily
business trips.

We had spent so much time on
coachwork repairs in the pits that
Tommy Wisdom and Anthony
Hume actually covered a slightly
bigger mileage than we did, as the
Javelin, in its first race, had run like
a train throughout. They had lost
no time at all in the pits, their
routine stops being a model of
efficiency. 1 believe their wheel
changes and refuelling were the
slickest efforts of the entire entry.

At the prize-giving next day we
were overloaded with enormous
cups and trophies. In addition to
the principal prize, the Coupe du
Roi Albert for the best team, we
carried off the Winston Churchill
Challenge Cup for the best-placed
British car, and the Richard Seaman
Cup for the best-placed British
drivers. We felt a bit guilty about
all this, as the Javelin had covered
a greater distance, so Eric and I
carried back some of the iron-
mongery to the officials and said so.
Apparently the Belgians don’t think
the touring class counts. Under
the regulations we had won the
prizes and they would hear no argu-
ment about 1t, so that was that.

The Brock-Wright H.R.G. chasing a Fiar *1,100" ar Stavelot, during the
Spa 24-Hours' Race,
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NE of the most notable features

of the 1950 racing season was the
immensely impressive show which
the Aston Martin team put up in the
principal sports car races. It was
not only their high speed and reli-
ability which gained golden opinions
from knowledgeable spectators, but
their obvious superiority in the road-
holding department. One event-
ually became accustomed to the com-
plete steadiness of the A.M. saloons
on corners, while all about them
open two-seaters of other makes
rolled to frightening angles, and it
was soon apparent that a production
car had at last arrived which had
the handling qualities of a full grand
prix machine,

It was thus with a good deal of
pleasant anticipation that I took
over a DB2 for a few days, especi-
ally since “mine” was one of the
actual team cars. For racing, a
120 b.h.p. “Vantage” engine, with
8.16 to 1 compression ratio, was
used, but this had been replaced by
the normal 105 b.h.p. unit (6.5 to 1|
ratio). Naturally, the optional high-
compression model is a little choosy
about its fuel, but in the form in
which I tested it, the machine was
entirely happy on Pool petrol, and
would neither pink nor run on under
any conditions.

Surprising Flexibility

The flexibility of the engine is the
first surprise, for the car will trickle
along in heavy traffic on 1its 3.77 to
| top gear, and gather speed
smoothly at a touch of the accelera-
tor. Its town manners are, in fact,
impeccable, and this is an entirely
suitable conveyance for business and
social purposes. The body is most
luxuriously appointed, with every
possible comfort, including an
efficient heater, and when driven
gently this is an exceptionally quiet
car, with only a low burble from the
exhaust to hint at the other side of
its personality.

On leaving the built-up areas, a
sudden metamorphosis takes place,
and in spite of the closed body, one
feels as though one is at the wheel
of a racing car. A glance at the
data panel will show that the
acceleration is quite out of the
ordinary, but even these excellent
figures do not tell the whole story.

e point is that the ratios have
been so well chosen that one always
seems to have exactly the right gear

for the job in hand, and the very
wide revolution range of the twin-
cam engine means that one doesn’t
have to change up in the middle of
a tricky piece of passing.

Many modern cars are handi-
capped by having too great a gap
between third and top speeds. The
Aston Martin has a splendid third
gear, on which 90 m.p.h. may be
easily exceeded, and the central lever
is well situated and light to handle:
nor could the actual change be
simpler. A steering column gear
lever is available, but 1 prefer the
present arrangement. The box
itself 1s very quiet on all gears, and
thus it is no hardship to stay in third
for several miles on end, if the rapid
negotiation of a winding piece of
road is the object. It is most ex-
hilarating to see the speedometer
needle swing round towards the 90

JOHN BOLSTER TESTS

The DB2
Aston Martin
Sports Saloon

An 110 m.p.h. Modern Car of Great Charm,
Notable for its Remarkable Road-Holding.

iTop) The DB2 Aston
Martin travelling at
abour 110 m.ph. on
an airfield.
(Right) Low build of
the car is emphasized,
as six foot or so of
John Bolster stands
behind ir.

mark on every short straight, and
the 60 m.p.h second gear fairly hurls
one away from the slower bends.

The maximum speed of 110
m.p.h. is, of course, outstanding, and
another seven m.p.h. or so is avail-
able if the high-compression i jine
is specified. The “full ton™ comes
up with almost monotonous regu-
larity on any reasonably clear road,
and the car is not mechanically noisy
at this velocity, nor do wind sounds
obtrude.

Such performance would be




unusable if a high standard of road-
holding were not provided, but that
is just where the DB2 excels. The
suspension is remarkably comfort-
able, and the car is as nearly imper-
vious to changes of surface and
camber as anythluf that has yet been

produced. 1 would go so far as to
say that, in the matter of high-speed
cornering and general controllability,
I know of no production car which
can approach this Aston Martin.
- Even at its maximum speed, it runs
entirely straight and true, and the

driver can sit in a relaxed attitude,
without in any way having to “hold”
the car.

No doubt the majority of owners
will re the DB2 as a de luxe
high-speed touring car in the grand
manner. Some buyers, however,
will wish to take part in speed
events, and [ therefore thought it
proper, for part of my test, to handle
the machine in the style of the racing
driver. 1 can say at once that it
responds magnificently to the four
wheel drift technique, and that even
the most extreme methods fail to
show up any tricks or vices. |1
remember one particular curve,
which was wet and glistening with
rain, through which 1 slid under full
control at just over the century. 1
also attained 110 m.p.h. on the road
after dark, which should satisfy
prospective Le Mans competitors as
to the efficacy of the headlamps.

A car as fast as this makes alto-
gether exceptional demands on its
brakes, and to drive at the speeds |
have mentioned calls for frequent
powerful applications. [ found
them entirely adequate at all times,
and was quite unable to make them
fade. They were always smooth
and constant in action, and could be
applied hard at maximum speed
without any risk of deviation. No
fierceness or grabbing was ever
apparent, and it would appear that
a very severe problem has now been
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overcome. Air vents in the front of
the body carry a cooling draught to
the drums, and the proper racing
wire wheels are no doubt most help-
ful in allowing free circulation. The
fricion lining area is 152 square
inches.

The actual design and construc-
tion of the DB2 are now too well
known for a complete description to
be necessary, but it might be worth
recalling the main features. The
chassis frame i1s a most elaborate
piece of work, and is welded up
from numerous straight lengths of
steel tube, square in section. It
forms, in effect, a series of triangles.
and is immensely rigid, though
moderate in weight. The very fine
roadholding no doubt owes a good
deal to the exceptional sturdiness of
this basic structure.

The suspension is by helical
springs, both at the front and at the
rear, with hydraulic dampers. In
front, two parallel trailing arms are
used, of which the lower pair are
joined by an anti-roll torsion bar.
This is situated inside a tubular cross
member, which is filled with oil for
the lubrication of the bearings of the
suspension and steering assembly.
The total permitted movement is
3 ins. to full bump, plus 2 ins. re-
bound. The Adamant worm and
roller steering gear operates via a
dﬂrgg link, bell crank, and split track
rod.

Parallel Trailing Arms

Parallel trailing arms are again
employed at the rear, and the axle
is located laterally by a Panhard rod.
It is thus much more accurately
positioned than if it were left to the
vagaries of leaf springs, and the roll
centre can be set at the optimum
height. From the static position.
the axle is allowed 4 ins. upward and
3 ins. downward movement.

If rigidity is the keynote of the
chassis design, it 1s certainly an
equally wvital feature of the engine.
The counterbalanced crankshaft has
considerable overlap between the
main and big end journals, and is
inserted axially in a barrel-type
crankcase with its four bearing
housings. This is fundamentally
the most rigid method of construc-
L1on.

Wet liners ensure good wearing
qualities and even cooling, and the
water circulation round the head is



The DB2 Aston Martin—continued

assisted by the very small bosses
which the 10 mm. sparking plugs
require. The two overhead cam-
shafts are chain-driven, and operate
the valves directly through thimbles.
This power unit is equally happy at
all speeds within its very wide range,
but at the top end it feels exactly
like a superb racing engine. By
that I mean that it is obviously
designed to go on giving its peak
power output indefinitely, whereas
with most normal cars it is highly
advisable to use the maximum per-
formance for short bursts only. The
result is that the Aston Martin has
no particular cruising speed, and
only traffic conditions or the mood
of the driver dictate the rate of
travel.

The body is of stressed skin con-
struction, with light alloy panels on
a welded steel framework. It is
insulated from the chassis by Silent-
bloc rubber mountings, and is not-
ably quiet, no rattles, creaks, or road
noises being apparent. The com-
plete bonnet and mudguard assembly
hinges forward on a pivot at the
front of the chassis, giving good
accessibility. On removal of the
pins, the whole front section can be
withdrawn, leaving the chassis com-

Hinged front lifted to reveal the twin-
o.h.c. 2.6-litre engine, helical spring i.fs.,
bartery, header tank and the verv access-
ible engine components. This is the
standard, 105 b.h.p. power-unir.
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pletely stripped as far back as the
bulkhead.

In an age when wvulgarity and
ostentation are the order of the day,
the plain purity of line of the DB2
gives one great pleasure. No garish
decoration mars the functional
beauty of the aerodynamic body,
and 1ts very low wind resistance
makes an important contribution to
the high-speed performance. Let
the spivs and the wide boys keep
their chromium-plated “Wurlitzers”,
for this is a gentleman’s car!

(Continued on page 276)
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Three-quarters rear. view of the well-

proportioned DB2 Aston Martin saloon.

The car has excellent luggage accommo-

dation making it ideal for Continental
fast touring.

Specification and Performance Data

Car Tested.—Aston Martin DB2 Sports
Saloon, price £1,498 (plus £416 17s. 3d.
purchase tax).

Engine.—6 cylinders 78 mm. x 90 mm.
(2,580 cc.). Twin overhead cam-
shafts. 105 b.h.p. at 5,000 r.p.m.,
compression ratio 6.5 to 1. Twin S.U.
carburetters. Lucas coil and distri-
butor with automatic advance,

Transmission.—Borg and Beck cluich.
David Brown 4-speed gearbox with
remote control, ratios 3.77, 4.75, 7.05
and 11.03 to 1. Hardy Spicer pro-
peller shaft. Hypoid bevel rear axle.

Chassis.—Built up of square section
tubes. Front suspension by indepen-
dent helical springs and trailing arms.
Rear suspension by helical springs,
parallelogram linkages, and Panhard
rod. Armstrong hydraulic shock ab-
sorbers, Racing-type wire wheels
with knock-off caps: fitted 6.00 ins. x
16 ins. tyres. Girling hydraulic brakes
with 12 ins. drums.

Equipment.—Lucas 12-volt lighting and
starting. Speedometer, revolution
counter, water temperature, oil pres-
sure, combined fuel and oil level
gauge, and ammeter. Smith heater
and demister.

Dimensions.—Wheelbase 8 ft. 3 ins. Track
4 ft. 6 ins. Overall length 13 fL
64 ins. Width 5 ft. 5 ins. Height 4 ft.
54 ins. Ground clearance 84 ins.
Turning circle 32 ft. Weight as tested
21.9 cwis.

Performance.—Maximum speed 110
m.p.h. Speeds in gears, 3rd 92 m.p.h.;
2nd 62 m.p.h.; 1st 40 m.p.h. Acc:ﬁ:ru-
tion 0-50 m.p.h. 8% secs., 0-60 m.p.h.
10¢ secs., 0-100 m.p.h. 358 secs.

Fuel Consumption.—20-24 m.p.g. (19
gallon tank with reserve).

b



March 2, 1951

AUTOSPORT 275

The Overhead Camshaft M.G.s

THEIR OVERHAUL & MAINTENANCE

by Philip H. Smith, A.M.I.Mech.E.

WITI-I work on the carburetters completed, and their
correct fitting to the induction manifold carried out
as previously described, we are now just about ready
for a preliminary start-up. Before taking this action,
there are a few final checks to be made.

Firstly, the ignition timing. Examination of the fly-
wheel through the clutch inspection aperture will show
that, approximately 14 ins. in advance of the TDC
marking for cylinders 1 and 4, there is an “Ign"™ mark-
ing. If this mark is located centrally in the aperture
by movement of the crankshaft, the contact-breaker
points should be just about to break on the appropriate
cylinder, and if necessary the distributor body must
be rotated to arrange this. The final setting will, of
course, have to be determined on the road, but this
rough timing will be sufficient for the preliminaries.

The contact-breaker gap was originally specified as
between .015 in. and .018 in., but it will in all proba-
bility be found that a smaller gap, of say .012 in., will
give better results. This again can be settled under
service conditions.

The owner may have his own pet make of sparking
plug, and so long as he uses the correct type for the
engine, all will be well. The makers of the car favour
Champion L10 for fast work, and a gap of .018 in. to
{020 in. gives the best results.

As regards the valve-rocker clearance, this is finally
set when the engine has attained its normal running
temperature. All we want just now is plenty of running
clearance, and if all rockers are set at about .010 in.,
this will be safe.

Clutch Adjustment

It will be as well to adjust the ciutch withdrawal
mechanism at this stage, as the setting will have been
disturbed during the overhaul. The disengagement is
effected by means of four spring-loaded fingers, or
levers, actuated by a fabric-faced disc adjacent to the
thrust race. Each of the four levers has its own adjust-
ing screw, and it is essential that all four are equally
adjusted. With everything correct, it should be possible
to insert a gauge having a thickness of % in. between
the fabric-faced disc and the thrust race. It is also
easy to check that the four fingers have been dealt with
equally by noting whether the disc wobbles akially when
the crankshaft is turned. It should, of course, rotate
perfectly true, so that when the pedal is depressed, the
thrust race meets it squarely. There is no difficulty in
arriving at correct adjustment with a bit of patience,
but a worth-while tip when carrying out the setting, is
to anchor the spanner, gauge, and any other tools used,
with a length of string to some external object. It is

extremely difficult to retrieve such objects from the
depths of the clutch housing! The gauge required can
easily be made from a strip of mild steel filed to the
required thickness. Incidentally, the clutch lubrication
is by grease gun to the nipple provided, using Duckham’s
Hardy-Spicer grease, or similar. Do not overdo this;
every 2,000 miles is ample, and only a little at that.

Whilst on the subject of clutches, a few notes for
owners of older models may be helpful, as these differ
from P/PB cars in many respects. Types M, D, J, and
F require the clearance measuring at two places; that is,
between the extremities of the fingers and the ball-race
(3/32 in.), and between the adjusting screws and the
thrust pins (.010 in.). Some of these clutches also have
oilers for the thrust race, and need attention—a few
drops of engine oil—every 500 miles.

So much for the clutch. The rocker-box can next be
replaced, but need only be lightly tightened down as it
will have to come off again after warming-up. Before
fitting it, just have a final look around the head to see
that all 15 in place, and no odd screws or tools have
been left about. Then couple up the tachometer drive,
and the other miscellanecous items such as dynamo and
starter wiring, controls and so forth.

Starting Procedure

A spot of engine oil, or of your favourite upper-cylinder
lubricant, in the fuel, is a good thing. With regard to the
latter, it is as well to obtain the M.G. factory’s advice,
particularly where graphited brands are concerned. It
15 essential that the battery is in first-class condition
for the preliminary start, as the engine may have to be
buzzed round for quite a time before anything happens;
on the other hand, it may fire immediately. After
checking all oil levels and radiator water, a start can be
essayed. If nothing happens after a reasonable interval,
have a look round, and verify that fuel supply and
“sparks” are O.K. Faulty timing is invariably accom-
panied by easily-recognizable “noises off”"; so we will
assume that a start is in fact accomplished, and that all
four cylinders go into action. Note the oil pressure
immediately; this should be about 60 lbs. when hot,
but with a reconditioned engine will be considerably
higher for the first few miles. In any case, do not worry
about the reading so long as it is well up; with the oil
cold it may go over the 100 mark, but should fall as the
engine warms. If it does not, attention to the relief
valve spring may be advisable, but that can wait for
the moment.

(To be continued)
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A Miniature Monte Carlo

P. Riley (Austin A40) Victor in
Cambridge University A.C. Rally

OH the morning of 10th February
42 intrepid folk left starting
points at Badfﬂrd and Leeds with
550 wintry miles ahead.

By dusk all but number one had
completed the 190 miles to Rosedale
Abbey, Yorkshire. This was an easy
section, the only excitement being
the hectic arrival of Ripper’s J.B.M.
iwo hours early because he thought
1935 hours was 5.35 p.m.! By
now it was dark and competitors
soon encountered fog and snow-

bound roads on their way to
Middleton-upon-Leven, the next
control. Marks embedded his

Standard 8 in a snow-drift, Ashby’s
4/4 Morgan came to blows with a
Javelin and Y.S.C.C. secretary, Jack
Lister, put Lambert’s Allard coupé
down “into the woods”. The Allard
was extricated quite undamaged by
16 men and a Ferguson tractor.
Only 14 entrants arrived on time
including Peter Riley’s A40 in spite
of a 10-minute wheel change.

Then west to Tan Hill Inn in the
Yorkshire dales where the Eskimo-
hooded marshals checked only 13
cars on time. By this stage the tail-
enders were up to two hours late and
11 had retired. The route now led
to Buckden Wharfdale over Stones-
dale moor, the Buttertubs and
Oughtershaw moss; the latter being
blocked at the summit caused much

WINNING

Mrs. Pat Preston, Peter Riley and

Mottram Rankin with the winning
Austin A40.

CREW: (L. 0o R.)

grief to the people who did not take
the precaution of inquiring in
Hawes, so that by Buckden all com-
petitors were late. The J.B.M. was
abandoned on the Buttertubs, clutch-
less and gearless.

Leaving the hills for Holmfirth,
south of Huddersfield, there was
more 10/10 fog but Riley's A40,
due to the Radar-like instructions of
navigator Mottram Rankin, made up
not only the 12 minutes lost at Buck-
den, but also sufficient time to fit a
new tube and refuel. All the others
were still behind schedule.

More hills to the Hollingclough
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MINIATURE “"MONTE": Competitors
passing through the first control at
Rosedale Abbey, Yorkshire.

check near Buxton where the Ad40
and now Broadbent’s Singer Nine
were on time. From here to base
heavy rain replaced fog and snow
so that most were able to make up
much of their lost time.

Twenty-two of the 23 finishers
went through driving tests at Bed-
ford in the grey dawn of a wet
Sunday. Marks, arnving after a
great effort at midday, produced a
check card signed by anybody who
could write at that hour on Sunday
morning.

Great credit must go to the
organizers and the frozen but cheer-
ful marshals who soothed the tired,
late and harassed crews. The sur-
vivors breakfasted at the University
Arms, Cambridge.

* * &

The DB2 Aston Martin—continued
from page 274.

From outside, this appears to be
a small, compact vehicle, but when
one takes one’s seat, the body seems
remarkably spacious. One auto-
matically has visions of setting off
on a Continental tour @ deux, with
a month’s luggage stowed in the
large rear compartment; and would
that it were I! For shorter jour-
neys, the centre arm rest can be
folded away and a third passenger
accommodated on the wide front
seat. As a temporary measure,
there is adequate room for a fourth
person to sit sideways in the back
of the car.

I have no space to detail the
elaborate equipment provided, or to
go into all the features incorporated
for the driver’s convenience. Suffice
it to say that the standard of con-
struction and finish are far ahead of
what is normally offered these days.
and this should still be a young car
when its contemporaries are senile
and decrepit. Best of all, a British
firm has at last broken the Italian
monopoly in beautiful high-speed
saloons.

This is an expensive car, and one
would not expect it to be otherwise.
Nevertheless, having regard to cur-
rent prices, I consider that for sheer
intrinsic value, this is really one of
the cheapest cars on the market.
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Correspondence

Russeu. LOWRY'S remarks regarding the need for first-class
drivers of “Q" cars (Vol. 2, No. 6) prompts me to add the
need for competent magistrates to try the cases.

Having been fined with licence endorsed for exceeding
the limit in a built-up arca, 1 now find that a court in
the same district |ml|med a fine of 10s. for dangerous driving.
on the driver of a lorry who caused damage to the extent of
£350 to a friend’s car!

If we are to be caught by disguised policemen, I hope we
are nol to be caught by unjust magistrates.

R. P. STEVENS,

PURLEY, READING,

The Monaco “S00"

Yﬂ-ﬂl writer B. T. Pritchard Lovell incorrectly attributes the

“Monaco 500" to Mr. McLachlan’s design (2nd February.
1951} 1 would respectfully point out that general layout and
detail design was the igned working under
the guidance of Monaco’s chiefl draughtsman, Mr. B. pe,
and the late Peter Monkhouse. Mr. McLachlan was at the
time engaged in the development and testing of the “Monaco™
Acro Engine.

In the same issue in Seasonal Survey Part VI vou state the
Blandford Trophy Formula 2 race was won by E. K. Lund's
Lea-Francis Special; this should read, Ted Lund driving the
Skelly Lea-Francis Special.

Roy H. KETTLE, AM.I,MECH.E.
CHEYLESMORE, COVENTRY.

Hot-rods and Sports Car Racing

AM afraid that an error crept into Mr, Everard Boyd's

article on the California hot-rods, 29th December, 1950.

Mr. Boyd says: “...the ised renaissance of road
racing in America has been mainly due to the persistence,
skill and extraordinary ingenuity of once-despised fireballs
and hot-irons, who scared the pants off other highway users in
California, etc., etc.” :

This is not the case. The l‘ﬂ:i:&l hot-rod driver is not now
and nmever was much interested in road-racing in the proper
sense of the word. The rodders are interested in acceleration
and top speed to the exclusion of everything else. Their ideal
course would be dead-smooth, string-straight and four miles
long, and they would run over it one at a time against the
clock.

Modern American road-racing was brought to life in the
1930s the A.R.C.A. (Automobile Racing Club of America),
by the late Sam Collier and his brother, Miles. The post-war
renaissance was largely generated by these same two men and
by others, notably Cameron Argetsinger and Bruce Stevenson,
operating through the Sports Car Club of America. Another
factor not to be overlooked was the appearance, l;egtqmn}g in
October, 1948, of a series of articles on motoring in True
Magazine by the Editor, Ken W. Purdy. Since True has a
circulation of around 1,500,000 and since it was the first maga-
zine of general circulation in several decades to carry a series
of automobile subjects, the impact was formidable. At least
one major dealer stated that the True articles have sold
more imported cars in America than any other single factor.

This was certainly the case in the article dealing with the MG,
and the MG is the backbone of U.S. road-racing.

It should be noted, too, that hot-rods are generally excluded
from sports-car events in this country. This may be unjust,
but it 1s a fact, and it mitigates against contribution by them.

HaroLD R. JoHNSON.
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK.

* L] E

Trials Specials
s the undesirable character who started the Trials Special
pec

controversy, may 1 prove that the old dog, now somewhat
battered, can still produce the odd bite.

It is interesting to note that the general trend of the com-
monsense writers, as opposed to the I must have my mud”
enthusiasts, has i:n:n against these fascinating devices with
engine, gearbox, battery, fuel tank, spare wheels, driver and
ﬁ::::ilﬂ all centred over, just before or well aft of the

.=

I drove a modern trials car, admittedly at a somewhat illegal
velocity, several times over a really splendid bump in Queen's
Gate, when heading North. The resultant acrobatics were, to
say the least, invigorating, but 1 feel that it should not have
been possible, in a vehicle taxed for road use, to cross your
arms each way in a somewhat leisurely manner while still
holding the steering wheel, before the front wheels got back
on the deck again.

This sort of steering can only be described as retrogressive
and it is high time that something was done. There seems to
be a lot of plain horse-sense in H. Gordon Ineson’s ion.

May I apologize for possibly upsetting the “Bog Hoppers™

once again.
JameEs BooTHBY.
LoNponN, S.W.T. 2 " %

As it has become quite common recently to read in the

correspondence columns of AuTtosrorT of freak trials cars,
trials cars with crazy weight distribution and sundry other
“weird” wvehicles I would like, as a regular competitor in
sporting trials, to ask the various contributors just where these
cars can be found, and in what trials they may be seen; or, in
case these people refer to the normal present-day entry when
they write, could we perhaps have some actual examples
gquoted so that there is a case to answer and not just vague
suTg:sliﬂns of a dangerous trend in the sport. ,

would like also, while on the subject of trials, to remind
the many people whose names appear at the foot of a letter
of criticism but not in the trials entry lists, that it is the
competitor who decides, through his club committee, just what
shape and form the trials organized by his club will take, and
it is he who pays for the competition provided, not the F:nun
who comes along, even, to quote H. Gordon Ineson
(AuTosprorT, 16th February, 1951), for more than 20 years for
a free show.

I feel also that, with the present trend in trials cars, they
are now more than ever before within the pocket of the
average enthusiast, so I would like to suggest that if a person
is ul.tﬂg'u:iv:ntl'f,lr interested in the sport to voice an opinion about
it he does one of the following:—Buys or builds a car and
has a go, passengers, helps with the organization, or shuts up.

A. E. RumFITT.
SEvVEN KinGs, EssEX.

L] - ]

HILST it is not my normal habit to write to journals on

extremely controversial subjects, I feel that the two letters
by Messrs. Ineson and Barlow in the 16th February issue of
your excellent journal require comment and debunking.

To deal with Mr. Barlow’s remarks on knobbly tyres, he
must surely be unaware that it was under Government direc-
tion that this type of tyre was banned.

If he has ever cruised quietly along on a motor-cycle on a
sunny dry afternoon with a slightly inexperienced passenger

(Continued overleaf)
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Correspondence—contd.

on the back and has suddenly arrived at the junction of a
“colonial™ section and the main road, he would realize that
2 ins. of mud on an otherwise dry road can cause a little
concern.

Mr. Ineson suggests some sweeping changes:—{a) If the
engine timing chest is to be no further than 6 ins. from the
front axle it will be a little hard on the drivers of many
pre-war cars. He should go and measure an H.R.G. or an
Allard, to mention but two 'pom-war types which don’t comply.
The road-holding of the former is excellent (I have driven
one); as to the latter, I haven't driven one but people do talk.

() The back of the driver's seat has to be (according to
G.C.Rs) in front of the rear axle, so why worry the poor
scrutineer with a 10-in. rule?

(¢) One can easily add more weight over the back axle, but
surely this would confound his previous arguments and give
the car freak weight distribution with additional weight to
induce tyre roll.

However, destructive criticism is poor wit and, no doubt,
both 1t mean well, so here are my own su 1ons ; —

(1) t the driver's feet when normally seated shall be
behind the flywheel housing. (A vision of the “Chest” stand-
ing, like Boadicea in her chariot, with reins attached to his
track rod is immediately conjured up but he must catch a
cold one day.)

(2) Time checks should be rigidly enforced with no adjust-
ments to any part of the vehicle permitted inside checks. A
driving test involving one or two tight turns with flat tyres
would soon induce higher pressures. So all the wealthy types
would carry an air bottle and would blow them up before the
test. However, if the route to the next obse section or
test were handed to the driver when he checked out from the

jous test or section with no indication of what came next,

e would be forced to blow his tyres up each time which
would be an excellent thing.

Finally, if most people think that things are fetting beyvond
a joke then why are trials becoming more popular?

TeEp PATERSON.
EDINBURGH, 9.

Ford r.p.m. in Ulster

HAVE read the letter from Wilson McComb re Ford revs.

in Ulster and 1 still consider 7,000 r.p.m. under load on an
un-supercharged Ford 10 is a leg pull.

I must try the commercial clutch some time to see if 1 can
get the extra 1,000 r.p.m. 1 shall not be able to try the com-
mercial crankshaft as there is no such thing for the Ford 10
—in England anyway—they must have cornered them all in
Ulster. Perhaps Wilson means commercial starting-handle.
May [ suggest they are also putting 12 wvolts through the
6-volt starter motor which is most unfair.

If an “1172"” formula can be evolved we shall no doubt give
the Ulster Hybrids a run for their money but on the face of it
we may find that the Northern Ireland cars are Ford in name

only.
H. H. CrYER,

LEEDS, 3.
* . -

British Supremacy in Formula 3

was very pleased to note the contents of Mr. Cooper's

letter in the 2nd February issue of AUTOSPORT.

Unfortunately, I only wish | could share Mr. Cooper’s
optimistic outlook regarding British supremacy in International
Formula 3 racing. However, it is reassuring to know that
Mr. Cooper has sufficient “up his sleeve™ to feel certain of
successes during the coming scason, and of course always has
the advantage of being able to field at least 75 per cent. of
the entries at most events,

While 1 am writing this letter, I expect that he will be trying
for our records at Montlhéry, and whilst 1 would naturally
like to retain these, it is not such a blow to lose them to a
British manufacturer, especially if he is fortunate enough to
o and take the three-hour record and longer distance records
rom foreign competitors,

This, of course, does not mean that the Kieft 500 has made
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its last a at Montlhéry, on the contrary, successes
by the (ﬁ will mean that we will have to find more

“horses™ with a reduction of weight when we visit Montlhéry
again later in the season to recapture the records we lose and
possibly extend our list of records. _ 1

The coming season offers the British motoring public the
keenest motor racing competition, with a ibility of four
or five works’ teams in the field, and I feel that this tymf
competition i1s necessary to ensure British supremacy in -
national Formula 3 racing.

CyriL KIEFT.

(Kieft Car Construction Co., Ltd.)
BRIDGEND, S. WALES.

= ] L]

“Death Dicing—and How!"™
FTER reading “Death Dicing—and How!™ I am thoroughly
disgusted that your most excellent publication on motor
sport should stoop so low and include such utter tripe.

I am sure that the majority of a enthusiasts want facts
and good technical articles with wings, tons of 'em! (My
friends and 1 can understand them better!

Come, come now, put a sock in it—let’s have some Foa:l
technical articles ancru drawings on literally anything trom
quick filler cut-off nozzles to engines.

Brian F. AsHBY.

MampsToNE, KENT,
& - L]

As a schoolmaster, your lampoon “Death Dicing—and
How!” proved of more than ordinary interest. By a
strange coincidence, a copy of what gmmahl;r is the original
“masterpiece” came into my hands before I read your article.
It was being between the covers of Ovid, and when
1 administered a wigging to the culprit, he remarked: “But
Sir, it is flm:h priceless balderdash!™
I blush to admit that I also had a peep, and thoroughly
confirm D—— Minor's findings. In presenting this ridi
rubbish with suitable comments, 1 hope that you are doing a
service to the cause of motor-racing fiction with a factual
background. It would appear that the “Penny Dreadful™ of
Edwardian days is being replaced by the *“Sevenpenny

Horrible™.

H. H. Ross,
SOUTHAMPTON, .
A One-one-seven-two Club

ITH reference to the recent letters and comments re Ford 10

Specials and, in particular, Mr. Scott’s suggestion that a
race at Silverstone be arran for these cars, it may be as well
to remind readers that a race was organized in each of
the mmn‘];cﬂnhyﬂlmhlcntsil?emmmmhﬂ in
1950 by, I believe, the Nottingham Sports Car Club at
Gamston Airfield Circuit.

With the ever increasing number of Ford 10 Specials it is
to be ho that the lead given by these two clubs will be
followed by others. I am all in favour of Wilson McComb's
suggestion that a formula for 1172's should be defined to give
the impecunious a chance. This formula would of necessity
require to be rather different to that of Holland Birkett's
750 c.c. Formula, which, for that category, so wisely stipulates
that the cars shall be as near standard as possible for, whereas
Austin Sevens were designed and supplied as open cars, almost
the whole of the Ford 10 ials are built from components
taken from saloons and in a variety of frames including
quite a number of Austin Sevens Whil’:t even the most im-
pecunious can afford.

I trust the *750" brigade will not take it as offensive if 1
generalize and say that in my experience the 1172 c.c. owners
are in the main just a little less impecunious.

I think that any reasonable thinking would agree
that for any formula to be successiul it should cater for the
largest class of owners, be they poor or rich, if only for the
reason that no formula can succeed unless it be well supported.
Failure to do so must penalize the majority in favour of a
minority and would not achieve the desired object which is
to give interesting rivalry amongst all the numerous owners
of 1172 c.c. engined cars.

I am of the opinion that the best formula and one which
would cater for all and penalize the impecunious the least is
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the simple one of a minimum w-::isht of say 9 cwis. restricted
to single valves only using 50/50 petrol/benzole fuel, free
differential g,anrs and a compliance with F.ILA. regulations for
sporis car bodies. Separate races for blown *“1172s” would
enable those who use blowers to compete amongst themselves.
From my knowledge of Ford 10 Specials a formula as outlined
above would give very little gain to “Mr. Moneybags™ over
less affluent owners, and in stating this | am well aware that
a free choice of suspensions, axles, gearboxes, brakes, frames
and body styles is given.

Regarding Lieut. Godfrey's admirable suggestion that an
1172 Club be formed, 1 think that as same would be non-
territorial it would be wise if, from the start, sections be
formed in different areas of Great Britain (and one for
Northern Ireland) on the lines of the M.G. Car Club. Without
such sections any club is bound to become virtually localized
to one part of the country only, usually that part where the
keenest organizing membership exists,. Even the most enthu-
siastic member cannot be expected to travel 200 miles each
way for a club event, and it would be, of course, impossible
for him to attend evening meetings.

I for one would be pleased to give active support to any
such club, and to do a share of the work, and if other 1172 c.c.
owners interested would care to write to me, 1 am prepared
to collate the names and make the n arrangements for
a meecting at some central town when the initial steps can be
taken to form the “1172 Club™.

C. Derex F. BUCKLER.
67, CaveErsHaM Roap, REaDING, BERKS.

#* L] L3

Power from Miniature Engines

'I‘I-m figures quoted by Mr. Stower for the Dooling 61 (i1ssue

dated 16th February) are not, as he states, a typical example;
they are, in fact, exceptionally high although quite feasible
for a very highly tuned example of so excellent an engine as
the Dooling. ypical production engines seldom lop
much in excess of about 125 b.h.p. per litre, and there is often
considerable variation between the power output of different
examples of the same make of engine,

These engines are invariably of the 2-stroke type and are
made in all sizes between about 0.5 c.c. and 10,0 ¢c.c. Induction
on high performance engines is almost always by means of a
rotary valve which usually takes the form of a rotating disc
at the rear of the crankcase, although some engines employ
a hollow crankshaft. The area of all ports is very generous
and the arrangement mentioned by Mr. Stower with the
exhaust port occupying about 180° on one side of the cylinder
and the transfer port about 180°, one or the other is usual on
high performance engines al-
though some very good engines
utilize annular ports with only
very narrow spigots to hold the
upper cylinder and guide the f
piston on the lower part of its 1 7
travel. This arrangement gives

nearly 360° for both transfer ) '"“\.I .

and exhaust ports. The crank-
shaft often runs in two ball-races
but plain journal bearings
are sometimes used, big and ) ~
small end bearings are usually
plain, although a few engines
employ roller bearing big ends.
The stroke-bore ratio is usually
below unity, light alloy pistons
with trlrn rin Iare common,
especially on arger engines
h'nftw Inp;nd cast iron pistons
without rings are often used
and are universal for small
engines.

rburation is achieved by 2 |
means of an adjustable needle
valve jet in the choke tube
which draws fuel directly from
the tank, no float chamber 1s em-

ployed, updraught, side-draught
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and down-draught types are all equally common, The engines
usually run on a very rich mixture and unburnt fuel is often
expelled from the ust ports. There is little reliable data
available regarding fuel consumption but it is usually wv
high, presumably use of the crude carburation and rﬂ
mixture. The engines are always air-cooled. Lubrication is
achieved by mixing lubricant with the fuel.

B.M.E.P. is quite moderate and*the high-power output is
achieved because of the high speed of operation, maximum
power usually being developed at between 10,000 and 15,000
r.pm. The small cylinder size enables these speeds to be
reached without piston or gas velocities becoming too high.
The engines do not rely on any system of resonance in intake
or exhaust pipes as suggesied by John Bolster; the intake pipe
is usually very short and exhaust pipe almost, or even quite,
non-existent! Power to weight ratio is also very high and
often exceeds 1 b.h.p. per lb. by a substantial margin.

Conventional spark i1gnition 1s now obsolete Tmzaum the
weight of the coil ignition equipment is often as great as that
of the engine, and two methods of ignition are now in com-
mon use. Most really high performance engines use glow-
plug ignition; a glow-plug contains a spiral of platinum or
nickel wire. To start the engine the plug is connected 1o a
2-volt battery and the spiral becomes incandescent, promoting
combustion when the pressure and temperature of the mixture
becomes high enough as T.D.C. i1s approached on the com-
pression stroke. The action is catalytic and once the engine
15 running the catalytic action develops enough heat to main-
tain incandescence and the battery can be disconnected. Com-
pression ignition is also employed; the compression ratio of
this type i1s variable by means of a contra-piston moving in
the cylinder head. ompression-ignition engines are not
generally so highly developed as glow-plug types and 100
h.lw;.,l'litrn is not so common, but not by any means unknown.

ith regard to fuels, a mixture of methanol and castor oil
is usually employed with various additives for glow-plu
motors, the compression ratio usually being between 8:1 an
12:1. For compression-ignition types the fuels vary con-
siderably but usually contain a proportion of ether to promote
spontaneous combustion of the mixture for starting, together
with paraffin or diesel oil and mineral lubricating oil.

Davip E. CHaxDLER, B.Sc. (Eng).
UprminsTER, ESSEX.
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Beware the Cure

lacquering keeps glitterwearing but new use likely
for “pots” if liquor lapped from lacquered cup.
Tried it—all right now.

“Lwguor LICKER".
HARRDGATE.
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FIRST OF APRIL TRIAL

REGULATIUNS are now available for
the Bartley Trophy Trial which
will be run off by the Chester Motor
Club on Sunday the Ist of Apnl
G. H. Pym Williamson, “Borrow-
dale”, Spital Road, Bromborough,
Cheshire, is Secretary of the Meet-
g, and the invited clubs are:
Crewe & S. Ches M.C.,, Lancs &
Ches C.C., Lancs A.C., Liverpool
M.C., Rhyl & DM.C., Sheffield &
Hallamshire M.C., Wirral “100”
M.C. The start will be at 11 o'clock
from Davies’ Garage, Padeswood,
near Mold, and the finishing check
will be at Loggerheads. The course
is approximately 40 miles at a

LOTHIAN LARKS: (Top) Rill Lamb

urging his Ford 10 up Section Three in

the recemt Lothian C.C. Trial. (Righit)

“Willum"™ Stewart (Ford 10) picks his

way over frozen ruts in Section Five of
the same trial,
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Club Secretaries are invited to send
details of the activities of their Clubs
for inclusion in this section. We
would like you to regard this in the
nature of a weekly Club Magazine,
and a speedy way of informing your
members as to future happenings.

E

scheduled speed of 15 miles an hour,
with one hour’s late allowance at the
finish.

] = *

SOUTHSEA DINNER

HE Southsea Motor Club’s

Annual Dinner and Dance will be
held on Friday, 16th March, 1951,
at Kimbell’'s Clifton Ballroom,
Osborne Road, Southsea. Immedi-
ately following the dinner, awards
for the year’s motoring events will
be presented to the successful com-
petitors. Tickets at one guinea each
are obtainable from W. L. Latter at
16 Romsey Avenue, Farcham,
Hants.

* * *

CS.M.A. “RELIANCE” TRIAL
IVIL Service Motoring Associa-
tion Ltd., holds its *“Reliance™

Trial on 4th March, starting at 12

p.m. from Paddock Tea Rooms,

Westerham, Kent. The event is of

the navigation type, using about 50

miles of main and secondary roads,

with a couple of special tests.

the Clubs
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ASTON MARTINS AT BRANDS HATCH

Practice for

N Saturday, 24th February, the

Aston Martin Owners’ Club
migrated in force to Brands Hatch.
A number of drivers of the old
14-litre models intend to race their
cars in the 24-hours Bol d'Or this
year, and this was the dress
rehearsal.

Although Astons have previously
won this up-to-1i-litre sports car
race, one is filled with admiration
for the half-dozen private owners
who are going to compete in a
Continental event with a model
which was discontinued more than
15 years ago. It speaks volumes
for the loving care they have be-
stowed on their cars, and the sound-
ness of the original design.

Brands was lapped in the “wrong™
direction; that is to say that the

Bol

d’Or

paddock bend was taken downbhill.
The affair began in the middle of
the afternoon, and a couple of two
litres joined the fun, the ex-Horsfall
car being perhaps the fastest. As
it began to get dark, and the lamps
came on, a sight never previously
seen in England was witnessed, for
road racing in a blaze of headlights
has always been a purely Continental
manifestation. Signalling and pit
stops were practised, and a great
deal of wvaluable experience was
gained.

More than 100 miles were
covered by all the cars, and no
serious troubles were experienced.
The evening concluded with an un-
official but highly enjoyable dinner
party, at the Bull Hotel, “"lr%lhﬂam.

Race

750 CLUB DRIVING TESTS

HE Melrose Car Park, on the

Knightstone Road, Weston-super-
Mare, will see 750 Club, Western
Centre, members cavorting in a
series of rally-type tests on Saturday,
10th March. The fun begins at
2 pm., and tea and social get-
together will follow.

* L] L]

BRIGHTON AND HOVE PLANS

THE Brighton and Hove M.C.s
Spring Cup Trial on 18th March
starts from Brighton at 11.30 a.m.,
and finishes at Pulborough. Specials
arc barred. There will be no
“Brighton-Beer™ this year, owing to
the crowded calendar. Future pro-
gramme includes film shows and
talks by D. B. Tubbs, Gerry Pen-
tony, John Eason Gibson and
others.
CHILTERN COMMITTEE
CUP TRIAL

Bn'ru expert and novice sections
will be featured in the Chiltern
C.C.’s 4th Annual Committee Cup
Trial on 4th March, although to win
the actual cup, competitors must
enter as “experts”. The start will be
at the Millstream, Amersham, at
11.30 a.m., and the finish will be at
Club H.Q., *The George Hotel”,
Beaconsfield, for tea followed by a
film show.

HORSHAM SPRING CUP

HE Horsham and District M.C.

and L.C.C. stages its Spring Cup
Trial on Ist April, starting at 11.30
a.m. from Rudgwick. Invited clubs
are : —Brighton and Hove, Bognor
and District, Cemian, Hants and
Berks, North-West London, South-
sea and “750”. Entries close 26th
March. Secretary: E. G. Smith,
¢/o Jackson Bros., Horsham (Tele-
phone: Horsham 1111 (Ext. 5)).
Total distance is about 50 miles.

" & "

ISLE OF WIGHT CAR RALLY
All-England Event in April to be
Sponsored by “Daily Telegraph™

HE enterprising Isle of Wight Car

Club, which has been in existence
now for over 12 months, is organiz-
ing an all-England Rally from
4th-8th April, terminating in the Isle
of Wight. The rally, sponsored by
the Daily Telegraph, who are pre-
senting winners’ trophies, is a closed
invitation affair, invited clubs being
Sunbac, Sheffield and Hallamshire,
M.C.C., B.A.R.C., Scottish Sporting,
Taunton and Southsea. The journey
of approximately 600 miles, is from
starting points at Glasgow, London,
Harrogate, Warwick or Taunton,
and involves a sea crossing for
which special car ferries will be laid
on. There are classes for catalogue
models and “specials”, and first
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competitors leave at about 8.30 a.m.

On arrival at the Isle of Wight on
5th April, cars will assemble at
Sandown for eliminating tests and
inspection, and an official welcome
and cocktail party will be given to
competitors in the evening. On
Friday a hillclimb over a tarmac
course takes place, and on Saturday
the Concours d’Elegance will be
held at Ryde, while those not par-
ticipating in this can undergo a
series of tests of lighter nature at
Cowes. The rally winds up with a
variety show, a film, and prize-giving
in the evening.

Entries close on 10th March, the
Club’s address being Bembridge Air-
port, LO.W.

GEOFFREY ANSELL

T is with deep regret that we

record the death, after a short ill-
ness, of Geoffrey Ansell. This
driver sprang into prominence in
1948 with his surprise win in the
British Empire Trophy Race at
Douglas, 1.O.M., driving the blue
and red E.R.A. previously raced by
his cousin, R. E. Ansell. In the
British G.P. at Silverstone later that
year Geoffrey Ansell had a spectacu-
lar accident when the E.R.A. slid
off the course, struck a straw barrier
and rolled over, its driver emerging
shaken but with only minor injuries.
He was president of the Southsea
M.C., and took an active interest in
all club affairs.

SINGER OWNERS’ CLUB

A MEETING to form the Singer
Owners’ Club, mostly catering
for the earlier sports and later road-
ster models will be held at the
Salisbury Arms Hotel, Fore Street,
Hertford, on Sunday, 4th March, at
10.15 am. Come forward all you
Le Mans, speed model, 13-litre, and
roadster fans!

% " *

MOSS TROPHY TRIAL

THE Harrow Car Club will be
holding its Closed Moss Trophy
Trial at Tunnel Hill, Pirbright Com-
mon (map reference 912551), on
Sunday, 4th March, starting at
11 am. The event is for cars com-
plying with the R.A.C. regulations
and there are two classes, Class “A”
being for cars up to 1,750 c.c. and

fcontinued overleaf)




282

Class “B" for cars over 1,750 c.c. and
supercharged cars over 1,000 c.c.

The Club is open for entries up
to the start at 15s. per car and teams
of two cars will be 10s. per team.

* * *

LYDSTEP HILL-CLIMB

Tenby M.C. Event on Easter
Saturday

Tmz Tenby Motor Club will be
holding the Lydstep Speed Hill-
climb on 24th March, Easter Satur-
day, over their beautiful course in
Lydstep Haven, by the Bristol
Channel.

There are classes for racing and
sports cars, and invited clubs are
Sunbac, Hagley and District, 4-litre,
Carmarthen, Bugatti, Midland and
Bristol M.C. and L.C. Closing date
for entries is 12th March.

L L *

SEVERN VALLEY MOTOR
CLUB

Wreakin Trial

WELL-CHOSEN 30-mile course

gave entrants in the Severn
Valley Motor Club Wreakin Trial
a very sporting afternoon. The
course included thres observed sec-
tions and four special tests. The
final test was delightfully situated
near the summit of the Wreakin,
within 10 yards of the café which

provided a welcome tea.

Up to 1,500 e¢.c.: F. Salmon (Ford
Special). Over 1,500 c.c.: E. J. Oakley
(Allard). Saloon (Up to 2,000 c.c.):
E. Tudor (Ford); Over 2,000 c.c.:
W. Cope (Austin A.70).

L ] ] -

MIDLAND M.G.—TALK BY
JOHN THORNLEY

Jm-.m THORNLEY 1S giving a talk at
the Grand Hotel, Colmore Row,
Birmingham, on Friday the 16th of
March. The Centre itself now has
a membership strength of 260, so it
would seem that with the addition
of friends and guests, this expert on
maintaining the breed will certainly

have a large and enthusiastic
audience.
Preparations are going ahead

under the guidance of St. John
Mitchell, Chairman of the Competi-
tion Sub-Committee, for the Centre’s
Welsh Rally on 21st-22nd April.
Last year’s event took competitors
through interesting country in
central Wales, including the Hirnant
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Pass, to finish at Criccieth, where
150 members and friends spent a
very enjoyable week-end. The Cor-
poration extended an official invita-
tion to the Club to return, and no
doubt this year’s edition of the Rally
will be even better than before.

* * *

THE 4/44 TROPHY

EGULATIONS for the Yorkshire

Sporting C.C.’s 4/44 Trophy are
now available, but entries close mid-
day, Monday, the 5th, and are
limited to 75. Invited clubs are the
Darlington & D.M.C., Lancs. A.C.,
Lancs. & Ches. C.C., North Mid-
land M.C., Sheffield & Hallamshire
M.C., Scottish S.C.C. and B.A.R.C.
The Secretary of the Meeting is
Gordon Mosby, of “Low Wood”,
Hebers Ghyll Drive, Ilkley. The
start and finish will be at llkley,
and zero time is 11 a.m. The exact
length of the course will appear in
the route card, and will include an
hour’s halt for lunch. Meal arrange-
ments are being made by the club.

* * *
NORTH MIDLAND MOTOR
CLUB

THE Rising Sun at Bamford will
be the scene of a Dinner Dance
on 9th March, when the season’s
awards will also be distributed.
Cuth. Harrison is chief conspirator,
and when he takes things in hand,
they generally go pretty fast. Tickets
are 13s. each, and though the supply
1s strictly limited, there may still be
some left. The address is 63 London
Road, Sheffield. It is said that some
very interesting people have been
invited as guests.

* ] ]

BENTLEY DRIVERS CLUB
A North Western Branch

AHﬂR'IH-WEST Regional Branch
£20f this Club has recently been
inaugurated, and was suitably
launched at a “Noggin and Natter™
on Sunday, 25th February, at Preston.
This step will greatly increase the
pleasure of Northern members of
this august body, and will no doubt
help to attract into the fold quite a
few Bentleys which are still circu-
lating unadorned by the Club badge.
Michael Willoughby, of 42 Ack
Lane, Bramhall, Cheshire, already
represents the North-West on the
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COMING ATTRACTIONS

3 March. Australian G.P.

Bristol M.C. and L.C.C. Half-Day
Sporting Trial, §. Glos.

Lancashire A.C, Trial.

Leinster M.C. Lincoln and Nolan
Cup Trial, Co, Wicklow. Start
2.30 p.m. Killough, Rocky Valley.

3-4 March. N, Sraffs M.C, Burnham-
on-Sea Rally. Starting points
Newcastle (Staffs), Shrewsbury,
Uttoxeter. Bristol, Warwick,
approx. 8 a.m.

N. Devon M.C. Trial.

4 March. Harrow C.C. Moss Trophy
Trial. Start 11 am., Tunnel Hill,
Pirbright,

Liverpool M.C. Jeans Gold Cup
Trial, N. Lancs. Start, 10 a.m.
Bavley Arms, Hurst Green, near
Longridge.

Chilterns C.C. Trial. Start 11.30
am., The Millstream, Amersham.

Sunbeam-Talbot 0O.C. Trial, Cois-
wolds. |

Shenstone and District M.C. Shen-
stone Cup Trial, 8. Staffs. Start,
1.30 p.m., Plough and Harrow,
Shenstone.

Birmingham University M.C. Trial,
Bridgnorth.

Hants and Berks M.C. Blackwater
Trial. Start 12.30 p.m., New Inn,
Eversley.

Singer Owners’
Meeting, 10,15 am. Salisbu
Arms Hotel, Fore Street, Hertford.

C.SM.A. Reliance Cup Trial, Kent/
Surrey. Start 12 noon, Paddock
Tea Rooms, Westerham, Kent.

6-10 March. Swiss  Intermational
Rally of the Snows; finish
{feneva.

Club Inaugural

General Committee, and will be glad
to hear from Bentley types. The
Secretary of the B.D.C. is Lt.-Col.
C. H. D. Berthon, of Madges, Long
Crendon, Aylesbury, Bucks.

SPORTING OWNERS' FILM
SHOW
THE Sporting Owner Drivers’ Club
held a successful film show on
23rd February, at the Chequers
Hotel, Whipsnade. The programme
consisted of the Shell “Royal Silver-
stone 1950, a digest of motoring
events for the same year, and a
specially exciting film on last year's
TT at Douglas, 1.O.M.

W /Comdr. Frank Aikens, R.A.F.,
A.F.C., the victor of the Inter-
national 500 c.c. Race at the Royal
Silverstone, gave an amusing talk on
the ways and means of racing the
I-litre jobs. The gathering was
well attended by members and
friends, old and new.
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AUTOSPORT

CORNER

by “BODACH™

Winfield Races — S.S.C.C. and “Mudpluggers™ —
Secottish B.T.D.A. Star — The Highland Three Days

ERE is an item of news that I feel

should almost be set in heavy
capitals. Bill Martin, of Berwick
and IDnstrict M.C., has just been
advised that the Winfield race meet-
ing on 2lst July will be run under
a National permit. Of course, it’s
too early yet to mention entries, but
no effort is being spared to attract

the “big guns”. The chance of the
ordmary folks possessing more pro-
saic machinery will come on 6th
October, which is a Closed Invita-
tion affair.

* * ¥

Tf}uunmw (Saturday) at 3 p.m. in
the Green Room of the R.S.A.C.,
Glasgow, members of the Scottish
Sporting Car Club are holding their
annual general meeting and don’t be
surprised if there are some pretty
verbal duels. Last Sunday (25th
February) the S.5.C.C. cancelled
its half-day trial owing “to lack
of entries”, but there are those who
think this is not the real reason.
They imagine, rightly or wrongly,
that the S.S.C.C. is becoming
“uppish” and tends now to frown
upon the mudplugging brigade with
their unorthodox motor-cars. One
enthusiast put it to me this way:
“Some people believe that trials are
finished. Well, that’s a moot point,
but 1 object to paying my subscrip-
tion to a club that has made itself
chief mourner before the corpse has
been found!™ Personally, I think
the enthusiasts themselves must
share the opprobrium for, despite
repeated warnings, they will hold on
to their entries until the very last
minute. This is, of course, exas-
perating to all trials organizers.

THE Scottish Section of the British
Trials Drivers’ Association has
now got into its stride and has an-
nounced details of a Scottish Cham-
pionship Star competition. In this,
drivers will nominate eight out of
ten events, and the marking goes
something like this: 10 points for a
win, nine for second, eight for third
and so on. The tenth driver will

receive one point as will every
finisher. A point to note is that the
number of scoring events is limited
by a maximum but there is no mini-
mum. Therefore a competitor might
be able to qualify for an award by
competing in a fewer number of
events if he feels he has been able to
secure sufficient marks. At the mo-
ment leaders in the Scottish Star in-
clude T. H. Legget, Nigel Kennedy,
George Hendry, Bill Lamb, W. J.
Alexander, W. K. Stewart, Peter
Goodall, A. Wallace and Jim Morri-
son. The last named is secretary
of the Scottish Section and can
always be found at 492 Main Street,
Camelon, Falkirk.

By the way, the remaining count-
ing events are as follows: 24th/26th
March, Highland Three Days’;
8th April, Bairns’ Trophy Trial;
13th May, Cadgers’ Trophy Trial.
14th October, Moorfoots’ Trial; 20th
October, the S.S.C.C. Half Day;
28th October, the Lothian C.C. Full
Day and 18th November the Falkirk
and D.M.C. Trial.

¥ *¥ L]

EGULATIONS for the Scottish

Sporting Car Club’s Highland
Three Days’ trial and rally are now
available. This popular event will
be held over the Easter week-end
with headquarters at Strathpeffer,
but details differ for each event. For
instance, the trial starts from Fort
William at 10.30 a.m. on Saturday,
24th March, which means staying
the Friday night under the shadow
of Ben Nevis. And as the souther-
ners gaze at the huge bulk of
Britain’s highest mountain they may
as well remember that it has been
climbed on three occasions by cars!
No mean feat, they’ll agree! Satur-
day's route covers approximately 90
miles, terminating at Strathpeffer.
On the Sunday there will be an out
and home trial from the famous Spa
and on Easter Monday begins the
return journey of some 170 miles
to the finish near Stirling. Average
speed will vary between 24 and 30
m.p.h. and saloon cars are barred.

Apropos the rally. This will

283

cover in all something like 500 miles
through some of the finest scenery
in this part of the country. Glasgow
and Edinburgh are the two starting
controls which will both be left at
9.30 a.m. on the Saturday morning.
In this case average speed has been
set at 31 m.p.h. Competing cars
may be inspected at any part of the
route and marks deducted for such
items as self-starter not operating,
horn out of order, etc. Naturally.
there will be special tests, none of
which will be too intricate.

So that even the officials will have
a jolly time, there will be a reception
and ball on the Saturday evening
and “Suitable” entertainments pro-
vided on the day of rest. Aliogether
it should be an exciting week-end
for both rallyists and trialists, and no
doubt the sassenachs will be de-
lighted to quaff a quaich with the
countrymen of “Bodach™. However,
one little warning. Send your entry
at once to The Secretary, S.S.C.C.,
100 West Regent Street, Glasgow.

THE NORTH MIDLAND MOTOR
CLUB KITCHING TROPHY
RESULTS:

Kitching Trophy: T. C. Harrison
(Harford Mark 2).

Parker Trophy: K. Scales (Harford
Mark 1). _

Noble Trophy: A. W. Lilley (A.W.S.).

Stgniur Trophy: A. Hopkinson (Ban-
croit

Aslllbmjr Trophy: R. W. Phillips (Fair-
ley).

Souvenir Awards: J. Clegg (Clegg).
W. L. T. Winder (Austin), Miss H. B
Kemble (Ford), A. Butler (Clegg), A.
Beardshaw (Wharton).

Team Award “Northerm Lights™:
Harrison, Scales, Wilde.

Standard Cars: Harrison Trophy: R.
Oakes (M.G.), P. M. Dickenson (M.G.).

64 entries, full report and photographs
next week.

NOTTINGHAM S.C.C.
“Pilkington” Trophy Trial (Results)
“Pilkington™ Trophy (Best Outright

Performance): W. W. Cope (4)-litre
Lagonda tourer). _

N.S.C.C. Cup (Best award in Opposite
Class): T. K. Shipside (Morris 10
Saloon).

Ist Class Awards: 1. D. Forbes (Austin
AT0 Saloon); K. H. Douglas (Austin A70
Saloon); B. M. Barton (Talbot 10); P.
Scott (Riley “Imp"). :

2nd Class Awards: S. Merril (Lagonda
Rapier Coupé); H. Goodman (2i-litre
Jaguar Saloon); P. W. Strawson (Rover

Saloon); C. A. Booker (TC M.G.); R. F.
Brookes (A.C. 2-litre Tourer); C. Treen
(“Treen™ Riley); 1. Wilson (Riley
Tourer).

75 miles course—45 starters.




HERBRSTON MOTORS

THE Vintage and Sports Car Specialists of the South have pleasure
in offering the following good cars from stock and for immediate
dehivery :

198 Talbot, 18-h.p. Sports Saloon, very sood mechanically, engine
and gearbox overhauled. Bargain, L1o0

1927 Mitre Bentley Saloon, very cdean motor, mechanically cxcellent.
Black and red. £378
1539 12/5) Alvis Special Trials 2-seater, Taxed December. £125%

1931 Wolseley Hormet Sports. Cheap. ETD
1928 11-h.p. Homber Tourer in really fine order, runs like a Rolls. £90
1931 I1/60 Yaoxhall Princciown Tourer in good order. Taxed P‘.;ﬂ

Tax) 135

Space precludey any furthevr descriprion, but we have various other molors
Jor dispasal. We are alwayvs at the service of the enthusiast, we never close,
Ring SWANAGE 173 lor Personal attention, write or call,

409/411, HIGH STREET, SWANAGE, DORSET

Performance Cars

= THE SPORTS CAR PEOPLE

HAMPSTEAD 1111 (2 lines)

1928 Beniley 44-litre (ourer : EXTSE
1925/18 Bentley 3/44-litre Jseater -ahnn chassis E37S
1930 Bentley Specd Six pourer . 5 E280
1938 Jemsen 30 h.p. fOued 91.A. chaa.siu s £i2s
1934 Alvis Speed Twenty Tourer by Vandr_n Plau = EX7S
1933 Alvis 12 h.p. Firefly Saloon % 2 £145
1931 Lagonfa 2-litre ourer : EXTS
19185 Ri'ey Falcom 19%/6 saloon H:-I:'l;ll'l :n: = Lt ]
1928 Riley 11 h.p. Brooklands Redwing 3/sir. E145
1233 M.G.; J.2.; I-scatcr (choice of 1wo) £13%
1% Ford V-8 22 hp saloon, one owner .. v L
17 Ford V8, 30 hp Drrmhnd Foursome . .. E32%
193 Apburm 3 h.p. Drophead Foursomc, Eurlﬂdllmm .. E19%

Three Months Writtenn Guarantee. Never lets than Thirty Cars in Stock

1l DALEHAM MEWS, BELSIZE LANE
LOMNDON, N.W.3 (Finchley Rd. or Belsize Pk.Underground Stations)

JENNINGS & JANE LTD.

Cash Trade Suppliers

Large rapidly changing stock of Motor-Cars
on hand and everything at the right price.
Small profits taken for quick sale

It will pay dealers and trade buyers to note this address—

124 HOLLAND PARK AVENUE, W.II.

'Phones: PARK 6301 and 5489

WE Guarantee
IMPROVED BRAKING EFFICIENCY

e

DRUHS
IN STOCK

* Exchange Service %

Re-lined Brake Drums, Ltd.

76 High Street, Stoke Newington,
London, N.16. 'Phone: CLIissold 0071/5.

Please
mention
AUTOSPORT

BROADWATER GARAGES
* WE BUY h
FOR CASH

Don't forget—
‘phone Tottenham 2417
ond ask for Mick

IDLE CASH WAITING
CARS S5OLD ON COMMISSION ! I}

LORDSHIP LANE, TOTTENHAM,

We are anxious to
buy pre-war or post-
war cars in any con-
dition. Why not try us?

N.17

W. JACOBS & SON
CHIGWELL ROAD

| ALL FORMS OF of M.G.

M.G. TUNING

MILL GARAGE

WANSstead 0660

We specialize almost exclusively

in repairs, spares and sales

and WOLSELEY
Largest stock of spares in the Eastern Counties

SOUTH WOODFORD
LONDON, EI8

STOCKS OF PRE-
1937 WOLSELEY
SPARES

cars




MIDLANDS SPORTS CAR WEEK

MARCH 5th-12th
9AM - 9. P.m

e INCLUDING
SATURDAY

suunAff

KILBURN TIME

SAVES TIME ! !

HIRE PURCHASE ON THE SPOT

PAY DEPOSIT

AND DRIVE AWAY

IN 10 MINS.

200 USED CARS TO CHOOSE FROM, MOSTLY UNDER £400

A FEW FROM STOCK

1940 (Reg. 1949) Sunbeam-Talbot 10 h.p. de luxe tourer;
colour polychromatic copper, maroon leather up-
holstery. Carefully maintained. 429 gns.

1939 Humber 17 de luxe 4-door sun saloon; colour
black with green leather upholstery. Ideal hire car.
369 gns.

1935 S.5. 24-litre sports tourer; colour black with brown
leather upholstery. Very attractive and extremely fast.
299 gns.

1937 Wolseley 21 de luxe 4-door sun saloon; colour black
with blue leather upholstery. Ideal hire car.
199 gns.

1934 M.G. 12 h.p. pillarless saloon; colour cream with

blue leather upholstery. Exceptional value,
199 gns.

1936 Austin 16 Kempton sports saloon; colour black

with brown leather upholstery. Mechanically sound.
199 gns.

1933 Riley 9 drophead coupé; colour dark brown, new
hood. Good runner. 149 gns,

1939 Austin Cambridge 10 de luxe 4-door sun saloon;

colour black with brown leather upholstery. A bargain,
369 gns.

1950 Healey Silverstone sports two seater; colour red

with beige leather upholstery. Mileage under 2,000.
B.M.T.A. permission to sell. 1,149 gns.

1938 M.G. 2-litre type “SA™ sports tourer; colour mist
green with dark green leather upholstery. Recently
over £200 have been spent on a complete overhaul,
new engine, etc. Must be seen to be appreciated.

449 gns.

OTHER SPORTS CARS AVAILABLEAT OUR SEVEN KINGSSHOWROOMS, 7TTIHIGH ROAD, SEVEN KINGS—SEVEN KINGS 4068
TOPF WEIGHT GIVEN IN PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR PRESENT CAR OR MOTOR CYCLE

NO FORMALITIES —
OO 9 ¥ RAYMOND
i KILBURN, N.W.6

KILBEURN PARK (BAKERLOO LINE)

NO GUARANTORS —

NO BUNKUM

TELEPHONE
MAIDA VALE o044

20 lines

WAY

150 YARDS

= e - - - - - - - - B

- ALLARD J2 COMPETITION 2-SEATER

ON DISPLAY

ALLARD K2 2-SEATER SPORTS
ALLARD P1 2-DOOR SALOON
ALLARD J2 CUT-AWAY CHASSIS -

DELLOW STANDARD TRIALS 2-SEATER

. DELLOW SUPERCHARGED TRIALS 2-5TR.

Demonstrations

Full Particulars

BRISTOL STREET MOTORS LTD.

MAIN

FORD DEALERS

ALLARD AND DELLOW DISTRIBUTORS




ALWAYS
60 GOOD CARS

ELITE

IN STOCK | | SPRINGBOK MOTORS

MOTORS

(TOOTING)

§ST. QUARTER CENTURY ﬁ | - . W : “:-*i
| ALL

Phone :
BALham 2474 (4 lines)

) - ; : - g

1949 Triumph 2000 Roadster, grey cellulose with INVICTA 1928 3-Litre, 2-seater, with ample luggage
blue leather inicrior, speedometer  reading h_ﬂﬂl. l'l[ltd_ recondituoned gl.':ii.lzbl‘.‘ll,, rﬂt}t:“l.llu_'jr:d B.R.
i}ﬂff' miles, in immaculate condition ‘h"-’“i'll';‘i‘!; Green, outside exhaust, terrific urge. Will leave

e o : majority of so-called Sports Cars standing still.
1937 ML.G. TA 2-scaier, red cellulose 'I-hi:h ur-hnla-.tfr:-' £245 0 0

to match, excellent hood and side screens, pérformance (ar 7 - . : . .
Sy o b e gy B g g s o et g FORD 1934, 8 h.p., one owner since new, absolutely
immaculate condition, new carpets, all plated parts
1946 (June) Sunbeam-Talbot 4-seater tourer, gunmetal collulose with re-chromed, new tyres. £195 O O

blos lcather upholstery., all-over onncau oover, I really y -
thowroom oondition, Oné owner since 1946, specdometer reading ALVIS 1928 FWD* T.T. Model. ?‘sl:d'[f.‘_t‘, hf:w hood
11,900 miles (owner guarantee genuine). £675 and Tonneau, B.R. Green. Fast job with no faults,

T ] ) Fs

1937 Morrls 8 2-scarer in excellent bodily and mechanical condition, Telecontrols, all instruments wnrkmg. Taxed March.
cellulosed in black, fied with red bucker seats, pood all-weather : o £195 0 O
equipment, £245 AUSTIN 1934, 12/6. Very clean condition throughout.
1938 Fiat 500 Cabriolet, occasional 4-seater, cellulosed in  maroon First-cass mechanical order. i £145 nl 0
with interior to maich, an exceptionally good chassis which _ STANDARD Avon 2-seater, reconditioned engine,
will give years of cconomical service. £199 perfect ]:I-'d.it‘ll"r'rurk- £1358 0 O
Hire purchase Terms on all cars prior to 1938.

50°, deposit. Immediate Insurance. A.A., R.A.C.
or Specialist inspection invited.

TOOTING, S.W.11 | SPRINGBOK MOTORS

v Phone BALKem J4T4 (4 haex] Grams CUTCENOTA, TOOT, LONDON 141! 143(;m LHI‘IE‘S, Palll:IErE Gm.IMdﬂn. H-]]
: BOWes Park 5740

|I

'951/961 GARRATT LANE

"CONTINENTAL CARS | EATON f}“OTORS
affer offer

I'he wery Ffamous ex-Lord Brabarom 1,100 c.e. Mille Miglla Fiai.
Fitted with special aserodynamic saloon Ialian bodywork. Wi

:tLFA-R{}‘IEﬂ, ],5{]{} c.C.. 5/C. wo-5eater "h‘fcfll-'[-t thiz car o be the onaly one of iis type ever bulk. Buili-in
overhauled .. - .o £475 W g g, g R P [ o
BUGATTI, Tvpe 55 ex- i_r} 22000 mles 'ﬂtl many t.t;nu-. Elﬂ:dw in r’ﬁi—“ of 90 m.p.h., petrol consumption
ﬂﬂ}}f Exceilent condition ok - WLy $500 ovcihant, Mnchaling comwlce: sasie Tecomtiiontay.  New Emsth
CONNAUGHT, two-seater, racing  trim, carburecier supplicd by makers, from suspension overhauled, new rear
iPIngs, ne-=ot osing mod, re-inmming and re-upholstermg, Me-wWirnng,
”? m.p.h., as new .. : x .. ELISO all necessary chroming renovated. Special high ratio back axle and
{'ﬂhN:\UGHT two- Sed.tf:r in fast road ur;lr’m:n:.l E\'f:;ﬂhl!n_g in w-}ﬂiinu :-rd::r: ﬂnd al.lll bills lcr!':m'n. Words
. cannot deseribe this beautiful car, which really must seen o be
tl']l'l"l, “HJ' mph " . e ‘Eggs appreciated. An extremely fast, economical and practical ecar with
M. iSER;\.Tl 2 9 mﬂn{]pﬂslﬂ ex-Yates. terrific acceleration and rock sicady comering.  £950.
Perfect r_-nndj[]un = i Oers Also Rolls-Royce Ph. IT (June 1936). Late property famous Artiste
MASERJ‘TI., Eg 1 B P L.H.D. Buik under licemoe in U.S.A. Spccial D/H ocoupd in super-
monoposio, ex-oira. er- lative condition. One of the most striking cars ever built. Absolutely
fect condition : Offers unmarked. £795.
1950 (Feb.) H_I]__LH,\T\ Mlh'{ I\."' 'S-al.lﬂﬂ]]. Bentley 4)-liire Scdanca de Ville by H. J. Mulliner, 2 owners: all new
IyTe: iIn above average condition and guite new in oYErY rospect.
b]EI.Ck brown lt:d.l.'hn:r radio and hEﬂtﬂL Thorouwgh overhaul ai works. Cammiage lamps and many extras. The
potless condition, 8,000 miles .. £995 (NIY 0N OF KX e S DN SOSMNS WY oul oK She seiary.
1949 July) CITROEN LIGHT 15, maroon/ | s
d{l 3'!_:: di W ?”'J k SIa i hn 13 M. Gin. Speedboat. Built 1o the special design of Percy See. of
red icatner, radio, in Note EPDI' 1gnts, Farcham, in reverse clinker. Unused since £160 overhaul, comprising
radiator nmﬂ‘ 10,000 miles . £1,050 r-ﬂlﬂ;:imnr:d and -palaing L'H“"F 1“ ::_: cngine -rl::th is wrerly
; reliable a coonomical. 26 knods. u ater, ~iam ¢ on railer
1938 [']‘Huv[;} L%TTCIA ;t[I‘RlLIA. maroon PO . SO0 e Sl Resectutlie S5 Tt RS
red leather 0 & i
1949 (Sept. ’ Meﬂﬂﬁéllgﬂ SMIND £565 We wish to purchase good condition sports cars. Please do not waste
_F' ) R tourer, _ our time or yowrs in offering ws lash-ups or rired cars. Anyiking
grey/beige leather, heater, windtone horns cousidered.
and sun visor, 7,000 miles . . e i £750

Portsmouth Road, Send, Surrey b Adﬂfﬁﬂﬂiﬂfgjﬂﬁﬂi i

RIPLEY 3122 Open Week-ends _ London, W.8. (Tel.: Western 4795)

—= e -
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Rates : 5d4. word. Minimum charge. 5.
msertion. Box Numbers, 15 extra.
nlrll:nnh ﬂhlrnl separately.

I 135, per inch. Particulars
ﬂf Tﬂdt i+ may be obtained on

ﬂﬂwmhwﬂ.m

iTelephone, GEI rd 3193, Cheques,
orders, n:,r:hmald I:n:]ulcmmd

made puythh to Autosport.
PRESS DAY
FIRST POST, MONDAY

The publishers reserve the right to refuse
copy, and do not hold themselves respon-

sible for Po;mphlu] errors, although
every care will be taken to ensure accuracy.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Only wvehicles not
subject to the B.M.T.A. Covenant, or
similar restrictions may be advertised
for zale in Awlospori. ission of an
advertisement s implied accepiance
of this condition.

WANTED

AIMIDL We are aazious to buy any type of
Allard. Cameron and Carr, The Allard Special-
hu,ﬁm‘lrmmnnuﬂ-.w,u Tel. Park

A.HTED DELLOW, any condition, providing
chassis sound. Ring Bexleyheath 5869,
ANTED URGENTLY, the rear main housing
for PA. or PB. MG.—P. Tompkins, Wey-
ﬂim House, Farnham Lane, Haslemere, Surrey.
: Ll
1933 /4: ROLLS-BENTLEY 3l-litre saloon res
quired. Car would be considered
which required atiention 1o coachwork.—Brown's
Garage, Julian Road, Bath.
ACHBUILDER. London area. o build lighi-
weight body on small Trials Special.—Box 144,
PORTS or Vintage Car up 1w 16 hp. Good
condition essentisl. consider any type, prefer-
ably near London.—Box 341.
ET OF RILEY {or gimilar) alloy brake drums.
Complete with back plates and shoes —Kyle,
Gicnburn Park, Bangor, N. Ircland.

CARS FOR SALE

192 1,500 c.c. ALFA-ROMEOQO Tourer. Re-

sprayed black, mew hood and Tonneau

. mechanically good, tyres good. New wiper,

ﬂ.r, Owner having purchased 2.3 Alfa-Romeo

wishes 10 scll 10 an emhusiast. Can be seen any
day by appoiniment, Surrey. £225.—Box 346,

ALLARD

194_3 J Type ALLARD, fitted completely re-

built Mercury enginc, not y¥et rum in,
high compression aluminium cylinder heads, brakes
and cluich relined Mintex, cxcellent all-weather
equipment £685. —Cameron and Carr. The Allard
Specialists, 6 and 7 Porwobello Mews, W.ll1. Tel.:
Park 9030,

ALVIS
ALVIS speed 25 sportz saloon in excellent
condition, a small mileage car with two
careful owners since new.—Thompson-Doxey Lid..
Selion Sireet, Southport.

AUSTIN
AUSHH SEVEN 2Z-seater tourer. licensed and
insasred, £79% or nearest offer.—Box 3432,
AU&'.I‘IN SEVEMN 2I-scaicr special. Aluminium
body, condition as new, a bargain at E130.—
J. Maszey. 32 Perry Park Road, Blackheath, StafTs.
BLA 1364

BENTLEY
BEHTLE‘:’, 1925, Red label, engine rebored,
crank ground, all bearings rencwed. Recondi-
tioned rear axle, new bateries, new upholstery,
2/d-scater B.R.G, Offers over £250.—White.
Grove Vale, Great Barr, Birmingham,

AUTOSPORT

BEHTLEY dj-litre, late 1930 tourer YV.D.P.
-~ Metal body, green and black. Original con-
dition, including hood side screens.—Box 345,
BEHTLE? RED LABEL 3-litre. Excellent

running order, Smaller car required. Offers io:
Jones, 5 King Street, Swoud., Glos,

BRITISH SALMSON

193 COACH BUILT SALOOMN, fauliless con-

dition, maimtained o high standard,
£600.—F., G. Smith (Motors), High Road, Good-
mayes. Secven Kings 6000,

CITROEN

CMSHED 139 h.p. Citroen, 1934. Engine, gear-
box, radiasior ia perfect condition, having
been overhauled prior to crash.—Field, Birchin
Napps, Boro Green, Kent.

DELAHAYE

ATE 1937, Competition Model, 1 carburetter
salopn, in very good condition, over 100
m.p.h., £650. —Potter & Richards, 14 Princes
Gate Mews, 5.W.7. Knightsbridge 1780,
FRAZER-NASH
RAZER-MASH, Colmore 1932, J-d scaier.
Meadows 4.ED. Deflector engime 40 b, when
hot. MNew hood and Lucas bauery. Good side-
screens. Fine performance, 50 m.p.h, in second.
Meeds respray. Fitted oilcooler and Zeiss Bi-Focal
headlights. E£18S; also 1927 Armrol-Johnston T-scater

in running order, £15.—C. Arnold, 8 Homestead
Way, Northampton, Tel. S001.

FRAZ ER-NASH BMW

BMW FRAZER-NASH 1936 Madel Saloon.,
black. One  owner, 17000 miles.
£38% or offer. London arca.—Box 147,

JAGUAR

AGUAR Ji-litre, ox Neowsome, specially pre-
parcd works car in perfect condition, compicic
with over £230 of spares. Will accept best offer
over £500.—0, E. Matthews, 48 Gaynes Hill Road,
Woodford Bridge, Essex. BUCkhurs: 7000,

M.G.

M MAGMNETTE M.A. Eniirely rebuilt 19520,
N mew carbs., valves, guides, rockers. rails,
mains, big-cnds, pistons. Scintilla Vertex. Excel-
lent iyres with iwin alicrnative 5,520 x 16, New
body, tank, hood, batteries. finished blue. Lock-
heed conversion set available. Really staggering
performance. Photos available. Ready March 25th.
Exchange Ford B or Prefect.—1 Olasshouse Hill,
E‘Ih:ls.tmfntd Slnulbﬂdgt, Worcestershire,

1933 G. Salonetie, reconditionod
en:lim: B hp £195, 1938 M.G. 14-litre

tourer, immaculate, £425. 1937 MG, 2-litre Saloon,
recond itioned engine, £425 —Montroe Motors
i~. H. Boswell), 91/7 Epping MNew Road, Buck-
harst Hill, Essex, BUC 1171/2.

S.S.
S NEW, 1915 Model 5.5. 20 Tourer.—Rebored,
brarings remectalled, crankshafi reground,

cylinder head, water-pump. radistor, distributor.
dynamo, starter. gearbox all reconditioned. Dagen-
ite banery. Dunlop tubes, Zemith carbureuers, SU
pump, side and tall lamps, silencer, cut-oul, king-
pins, track-rod ends all new. Rewired, many new
instruments, rechromed, resprayed, fromt brakes
relined, excellent tyres. Small car accepted in part-
exchange. £3199%, or offer.—22 Mount Ephraim Road,
Streatham.

RACING CARS

BUGA'ITI. Type 51, twin cam, very fast car.
Special rear axle, ulira-light bodywork, E£450.
—Llavd. Powells Lane, Welshpool, Montg.
MHEIIATI GCL Formula 1 Racing Car.—Com-

pletely rebuilt, low front, modern appearance,
Engine &t present dismantled, can be inspected
before assembly. Special H section conrods, large
oil pump. Yery litile raced. but probably the
fastest GCL In the country. Price £650 or would
exchange for road car.—Box 335,

REER SPECIAL 500 cc. Formula 3 racing

car. all range tanks., with or without cnEnc.
Offers about C400.—D. Parker, Ia Sangora Road.

Battersea, S W11, Tel.: 7327
1 COOPER all latcst mods. Fiat 5.B. twin
masier ocyls. Z.F. diff., long rangc

tanks and pump. Eng Miigs. for Nomon/Jap.
highest offer accepied. —Drifi Bridee Garage, Epsom.
EIE,FI‘ 500 c.c. 1950 model. Omnly rced three
times, Perfect in every way. Complete with
gearbox, bul less engine, £325.—Les Leston, 182
Grove End Gandens, N.W._H. Cunmningham 3370,
1 c.c. SINGLE-SEATER SPECIAL. Laystall
crankshaft, etc. Powerplus supercharger,
Rudge hubs, Lockheed brakes. eic.,
on reques].—Rox 148,

etc. Details

287

1 300 ¢, COOPER. Large tank. Prac-

tically mew rear tyres, Unmodified. New
seat, Offers over £400. Swan, Chirnside, Berwick.

SPECIALS

1950 A.FS. A. E. Frost wishes 1o scll his
Ford Ten Special, mainly built from
new parts. Twin S U, carburenters, special alloy
head, iwo sparc wheels, full all-weather ecquip-
ment, very small mileage, perfect condition. Offers.

—49 Hamsiead Hall Ave., Handswornth Wood.
Birmingham,

POSI'WAR professionally built, fast touwrer.
Swrengthened 2-lire M.G. chassis. Humber
Super Snipe engine and gearbox, 1.6 and 4.75 axle
assemblies complete. Handsome modern 2/4-scater.
All weather equipment. Mot a trials freak, but a
quict really fast car. Perfect condition. All new

iyres and three unused Dunlop reireads. £500 or
close offer.—Box H3.

VINTAGE CARS

ALIEE a renowned 1922 Vauxhall 14/40 Prince-

ton  S-seater tourer; 22000 miles and perfect
condition, E£80.—Eric Thompson, Eawon Corner,
Cobham, Surrey. Telephone 355,

MISCELLANEOUS

S&Ibhnmﬂmnmmm
engine and gearbox. MNew rmadiator
£12. 'I-hmﬁmﬂw cvlinder blocks,
heads, chassis framec only. 1932-3 Wolssley Hornet
blocks, gearbox. "M tvpe M.G. engine pars,
prices on regquest,
H,ﬂ.mm“nﬂhn
release filler with veni pipe I8 lﬂ- il Hglnn:
Acro Minx or Talbot 10 aluminium cylinder head.
Hrand ncw £6 10s. 0Od.

COMPETITION CARS LTD.. THE OLD
MALTINGS, NAYLAND, Ns. COLCHESTER.

ESSEX.
19 ALUSTIN RUBY chassis with rear springs

and rear axle. Also brand ncw frome axie
assemby from Ford Anglia. Vintage 1923-4
Miatchless twin-cylinder single door 4-scater tourer.
1920 Harper Rumabowt. Alvis 12/50 incomplewe
rebuild, only needs panclling, extensive engine over-
haul.—For (urther particulars, 5. A. E. Oliver,
Ashficld, Lanchester, Durham.

KINGS AUTOS

GUARANTEED
USED MOTOR CARS

on England’s easiest
Hire Purchase Terms

1938 Vauxhall Fourteen de luxe saloon
£385

1940 Austin 1074 saloon de luxe E445
1939 Austin 10 Cambridge £435
1940 Ford 10 drop head coupe £435
1937 Hillman Minx de luxe saloon £295
1938 Ford 8 saloon E£325

1935 Singer Le Mans Sports 2-seater
£265
1935 Singer Le Mans Sports 4-seater
£235

1934 Singer MNine Sports coupe £215
1934 Austin Fourteen saloon £145
1936&-7 Ford Ten saloon £225

1936 Ford 8 saloon E185

19356 Morris Twelve de luxe saloon £255
1940 Singer Super Ten as new E£525

723, 725, 717. HIGH ROAD.
SEVEN KINGS. ILFORD. ESSEX
Open daily 9 a.m. te 8 p.m.
Telephone: Seven Kings 3536-3537




AUTOSPORT

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS—continued

MISCELLANEOUS —contd.

BUGATTI

Blue 4-seater, with pointed tail. 1937. Registered.
Type 43. 2.3-lire. Supercharged. Polished axles,
undamaged racing whecls.

100 m.p.h, in third gear.

110/120 m.p.h. in top.

Engine, body and chassis in immaculate condition.
Price £47%.

: Loughton 4119 and IK1S,
[Three minmes Tube Central Line.)

Sw,.ﬂl.ln drawn stecl wbes, bright and H.T. stecd
hght alloys, ctc., [rom siockisms. ©C. 5.
Harbowr, Syon Hill Garage, Great West Road,
Islewonh, Middx.
16-in. knock-on wire wheels, wsuitable
M.G., ewc., £15.—Beasicy, Castlecrofi Gardens.
Wolverhampton 61261,

VI\FIA.H GRAY, The Motor Emthusiasts’ Book-
scller.—600 books about :umﬂlnhﬂuI maotor
cycles, racing, including all Floyd Clvmer's publi-
cations, Catalogue  frec.—Lyndhurst, Lucasies
Avenue, Haywards Heath, Sussex, England.

4—131'1. MAGNETO, new, £1 10s.; 2 Austin Seven
19-in. wheels, as nmew, £2 10s.—Miwchell, 150,
Kidmore Road, Caversham, Reading.

lm INTERNATIONAL NORTON. First-class
condition maintained regardless ol cost,
£150.—Swan, Chirnside, Berwick.

JOH™ CHING offers :
ol blower 4%. Coachbuilk open d-scaler.
M.G. MAGNETTE 4-scaicr. Engine rcbuil 4,000
milex apo. 1936,
RATMTON B ovl.. 28 h.p. open tourer. Scintilla
mag.. Teleconmtrols. 1936,
B.M.W,. Competition 2-seater, Type 128, 1918,

ALFA ROMEOQ spares.
Lannton, Bicesier, Oxon. Tel. No.: Blcester 259,

ALTGH GARAGE, "'The Alvis People™ offer
many fine cars including the following picked
at random: £275 1934 Cresicd Eagle saloon 20 h.p.
3 carbs, LF.5 really beautiful body and chassis
condition. E185 12/50 Atlantic saloon, fine runner,
cxcellent wvalue. £175 a really marvellous 12/50
beetleback, lovely body, recemt complete overhaul,
a very fast car. Many others from 1940-1926.
Immediaic H.P. Insurance or Part Exchange.—
17/19 Brook Mews MNornh, Craven Road, 'W.2.
Padd 131952

Acland & Tabor Lid. offer the following zuaranteed

used cars 1
19 HOTCHEKISS Paris-Nice Saloon, identical
1950 Monte Carlo winner, specdo, 9,000 miles.
As new. A truly magnificent road car. £1,050.
1938 ALVYIS 12/70 Saloon in first-class condition

throughout.
1937 4.3 ALYIS Saloon excellent condition, ex-

tremely fast. £67S.
1938 LAGONDA V-112 Saloon, 100 per cent.

throughout. £1.175.
1939 1jditre JAGUAR drophead coupd, excellent

condition throughout. £575.

We wrgently require a number of immaculate uwsed
cars of all typex.
Apply: Welwyn 441.

BEH'I'LET di-litre 2-scater, frm<class condition
throsghowt, iyres as pew, £195. Invicia, 100
m.p.h. chassis, drophcad coupé, 1913, re-ccllulosed
black and cream, just fined new cluich, rocker
gcar, cic,, most attractive car, iaxed, £4%50, Standard
Big Nine Saloon, onc owner, £110. Hire purchase
arranged, insurance., exchanges.—Richards and
Brown., 2 Ringers Hoad, Bromley, Kent. Phones:
Ravensbourne T487 and 6479,

RD 10, less body, wheels, iyres,' £35.—67

Sutton Road, Maidstone,

LITHERLAND MOTORS (LIVERPOOL) LTD.
OFFER
19 Frater-Nash BMW Type 38 Completely
rebuilt 1947 and flited brand new Lighoweight
2-zcater body by Monaco. Heavy axle and Hirth
close ratio gearbox. Scntilla Magneto, SU Carbs.,
6 branch outside exhausi, pressare fuel system,
fold flai amd Aero screend. fOnished While with
Red upholstery. A very polent sprint car, weight
redoced from 164 cwi. 10 11} cwi. (Ex Raymond
Way) full equipment, Standing Kilo Brighion 1949
31.15 sec., Chester § mile 27.1 scc., | mile
162 sec. L850,
1937 (March) Frazer-Nash BMW Type 552 Spons
Z-seater, original stone and green cellulose, Tele-
control shock absorbers, I spare wheels, 6 new
iyres, toial mileage 37000, very Eood ronning
order and condition, L4218,
Phone Walerloo 1484,
HAWTHORNE ROAD, LIVERPOOL, 21.

Exc:HAHGE 12 fi. Sailing Dinghy with all gear
for small car or anything usclul, Sell £70.—
Bridge Garage, Warwick.

R SALE.—Aikens 500: hot bronze head Rudge

motor and Norton gearbox, EIT0. Would sell
bess engine and gearbox E11D0. Mortified owner
posted w0 B.AF.O.—Hcyward, 176 High Sueet.
Epping, Essex.

News from the Clubs—continued.

HARTWELL CUP TRIAL 1951
Provisional Results
The Hartwell Cup Weight
(Best Performance):— percentage
H. R. Jesty (1.265 Hillman (rear)
Minx) 131.8 marks, 47.6%

The Merchant Cup

(O ite Class):—
m:arrntt (1,172 Buckler)
106.5. 555

First Class Awards
(Closed Cars):—
S. Curry (1,172 Ford) 1046 51.5%
D. C. E. Johns (2,660
Austin A%0) 99.7. 50.1%
( Cars):—
. Crane (Vintage 1,496
Lea-Francis 2-seater) 106.2. 48.5%

J. B. Jesty (3,622 4-seater
Allard) 100.7. 56.47%

A. Loens (1,496 Alvis) 100. 52.5%
49 Entries; 43 Starters; 1 Retirement.

CLUB FIXTURES

Comwall Vintage C.C.—Natter and
Noggin, 2nd March, Chiverton Arms,
Blackwater, 8 p.m.

& Dist. M.C.—Annual Dinner/
Dance, 2nd March, Queen Mary Ball-
room, Dudley Zoo.

Scottish S.C.C.—A.G.M.. 3rd March,
Green Room, R.S.A.C.. Blythswood
House 5q.. Glasgow, 3 p.m.

Bentley Drivers': Mid-West Region.—
“Noggin and Natter”, 3rd March, The
George, Dorchester-on-Thames, 6 p.m.
10th March, The Swan, Enborne,
Berks, 6 p.m.

Maidstone & Mid-Kent M.C.—Film
Show, 5th March, Tudor House, Bear-
stead, 7.30 p.m.

N. Midiland M.C.—Film Show, 5th
March, Devonshire Arms, Baslow, 5.30
p.m.

Midland ML.E.C.—Monthly Meeting
(Talk by Austen May), 7th March,
Red Lion, Birmingham, 8 p.m,

March 2, 1951

MERCURY offer:
In addition to their usual choice of super Morgan
3-Wheelers, the following -”ﬁ::n of cars, all in
excellent condi

alsn
1938 T. Type M.G. 2-semter, black, Telecontrols,
twin spares, cxcellent alll-wﬂ.lhu cquipment, E£365
* IERTY
19480 Singer 9 4-seater roadswer, fold-flat screen.
large luggage booOt, wvery Smart. £a4s

also

1937 Morgan 4/4 2-scatery engine rebuilt, resprayed,

and reupholstered, l-:r.t Car. £315
mlso

1939 B.S.A. Scoml l-scatcr, resprayed maroon, new

hood and toAaneau u:-::lrr; super condition. £315

SMLG. JI Z-scarer, rosprayed, perfect all-weather
eqmpnﬂ_whlﬂm.mmum&mau

also
19M Delage Dé zaloon 21 hop., independent suspen-
sion, very good condition, 20 m.p.g., taxed. 145
Terms or exchanges with
MERCURY MOT

CARBURETTORS, LTD.
RNOTT | m"mmm: m give ecarly
A OW-pressine Superc can
delivery of installations for M.G., Morris Minor,
Austin A40, Fords, Riley 1{-litre, Standards,
Triumph, Citroen Light 15, Hillman Minx 14, Alvis,
Bristol, Humber Hawk, Singer 9 and many
other Ccars.
CARBURETTORS; LTD.,
Grange Road, N.W.18. Tel.: Willesden 353501,

e ———————
INVEST IN THE BEST IN THE WEST

quality sports car chassis, Inquiries to Alric House,
Alric Avenue, New Malden. Phone Malden 4403.
RIG. Excellent condition, size six cubic feet,
Owned by Frig. mechanic. Exchange for 8 h.p.
sports car.—E, J, Rogers, 45 Brushfield Road,
Beeches Estate, Birmingham, 22IA.
NMNELL BROS. Specialists in Hoods, Ton-
neau Covers. Envelopes and sidescreens for all
Hoods, ete. made (0 CEsiomers’ own
specifications. 667 High Road, Lewon, E.10.
Levtonstone 7223. Also st 7 Highiicld Road,

Nottingham S.C.C.—Film Show (Geo.
Monkhouse), 7th March, Y.M.C.A..
Nottingham, 7.30 p.m.

Essex M.C.—Film Show (“G.P.",
“Endurance”, etc.), Bell Inn, Horndon,
Essex, 7.45 p.m.

North Midland M.C.—Annual Prize
Presentation and Dinner/Dance, 9th
March, Rising Sun Hotel, Bamford,
Derbyshire, 7 p.m.

Morgan 3-Wheeler Club (S.E. G J—
Monthly Meeting, 10th March, Graf-
ton Arms, Grafton Way, Tottenham
Court Road, 7 p.m.

Southsea M.C.—Annual Dinner/Dance,
16th March, Kimbell's Clifton Ball-
room, Osborme Road, Southsea.

M.G.C.C. (Midland).—Talk John
Thornley, 16th March, G Hotel,
Colmore Row, Birmingham.

M.G.C.C. (N.E.).—Weck-end Party, 17th-
18th March, Monk Fryston Hall.

Morgan 3-Wheeler Club (S5.E. Group).—
Support Pioneer Run, 18th March;
meet Tattenham Corner, 10.30 a.m.




SERVICES
SUPPLIES

& SPARES

SOLELY MG. CARS - - .

SALES & SERVICE

Malesey 4400.

TOULMIN MOTORS
|

@ Re. onditioned engines for all models from stock. @ Spares for all
types of M.G. available. @ U!.rl_'l-llrt:llm. starters and all electrics also
available.

The Roundabout, Hanworth, Feltham, Middx.

GALLAY . . .

RADIATORS - FUEL TANKS & OIL COOLERS
have been used successfully for many years

CONSULT US ON ALL PROBLEMS I

GALLAY LTD..

Scrubs Lane, Willesden, London, N.W.I0

Associated with DELANEY GALLAY Ltd.
LADbroke 3644

WANTED isor spol cash
CARS of ALL TYPES

MHamars nf ﬂusrﬂcu

WEEKDAYS

SATURDAYS
9 el 7

HAMPSTEAD HIGH ST.,LONDON, N.W.3
HAMPSTEAD 6041 (10 lines)

{(HAMPSTEAD TUBE)

NOW | a FOLDING Curuvun I l

A full-size, four-berth caravan which, in fifteen minutes, folds
into little more than a four foot cube and weighs, all up, less than

i CWI.
Impossible? Ask for the FOLDA-WAY leafler and see for your-

selfl how ingenious FOLDA-WAY CARAVANS solve the space

problem . . . and the storage problem, too, for cars even as small

as B h.p. . . . and the pnce? Far less than (};:m would expect.
Write for that leafler to-day . .

FOLDA-WAY Caravans

TRAILCAR Engineering Co. Ltd., Factory Centre,
Birmingham, 30 Kings Norton 3118

M.G. & FIAT SPARES SPECIALISTS

Y. W.
N
Mamufacrurers of

SILVERTOF Aluminium CYLINDER HEADS, CHROMIUM

Tubular LUGGAGE GRIDS, AERO and FOLD- FLAT SCREENS.
BUCKET SEATS. WINGS and all body building requisites.

I59 LONDON RD. KINGSTON-ON-THAMES

P. A. ATKINSON
of

KING’'S HEATH PARK GARAGE

for Competition Tuning

ALL CLASSES OF SPORTS CARS OVERHAULED
CARS PREPARED FOR RALLIES, TRIALS AND
SPRINTS

3, Avenue Road, King's Heath, Birmingham

Tel.: Highbury Iii:
MERCURY MOTORS

ALWAYS HAVE a varied selection
of MORGAN THREE - WHEELERS
and Sports Cars

H.P. Terms on all Cars Exchanges with pleasure

M 383 Neortheli Road M
SOUTH HARROW

MAYFAIR ﬁ:\ll:-}(-‘l*]ﬁ

FIAT 500s
in e cOUNITY.

wiostiy completely reconditioned and all susrandeed.
€195 s E¥9E
fakn 1.0700s and 1.58s)

Send for car list and copy of Awlocar Motor Road Test Report, also
list of reconditioned assemblies and various Fiar trimmings and
acccssorics nod readily availlable elscwhere.

MAYFAIR GARAGES LTD.
Fiat reparrs by skilled mechanics

Balderioa Street (opp. Scifridges clock) Mayfalr, W.1.
'Hl'h'lni' JidE,

LTD.

— -

FOR ]}w}:!ex ”REPLACEMENTS and
WINDSCREEN ASSEMBLIES

D. W. PRICE i
NEASDEN LANE, CULMORE ROAD, 5.H.15

0 1] |

GLADSTONE 7811-3

SAVDY PARADF FHFIH D
ENFIELD 3170

"-Fw FRD"%S 18546

T ‘u."'-.( RED "iT TAUNTON

TAUNTON 2993




| 9 ot s Long Voo

e —

RACING BEGINS NEXT MONTH

AND TOPICAL INFORMATION ON

ALL SPORTING EVENTS M

READ
BRITAIN'S MOTOR SPORTING WEEKLY J

Published by AUTOSPORT, 12 Grear Windmill Siresi, London, W.[, and prinied by
.l"rﬂilrr Hud son Al’rﬂ Lid.. Haifields, Smfards rr London, 'sT.F'J'




	image001
	image002
	image003
	image004
	image005
	image006
	image007
	image008
	image009
	image010
	image011
	image012
	image013
	image014
	image015
	image016
	image017
	image018
	image019
	image020
	image021
	image022
	image023
	image024
	image025
	image026
	image027
	image028
	image029
	image030
	image031
	image032
	image033
	image034

