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“Dr.”” LAYSTALL says :
W
f—
/ /
@

for your FORD
CONSUL o ZEPHYR

if it is fitted with the

LAYSTALL-MODIFIED
CYLINDER HEAD

) CONSUL” £45ﬂpcomplete

(including twin SU Carb

£5.0. 0 extra fitted and tuned in a day

“ZEPHYR” £65 complete

e retters)

£'7 - 10: Ore;n:a fitted and tuned in a day

in exchange for standard head, etc.

EXTRACTS FROM “AUTOSPORT” ROAD TESTS
Consul (22.1.1954) ‘ Zephyr (10.9.1954)

Standard Laystall-Modified ‘ Standard Laystall-Modified
| Acceleration

Acceleration
e [ 19.6sec. 0-60 m.p.h. 13 sec.

27.2sec. 0-60mph. 16.8sec. | 90l o7 mp.h.  18.4 sec.

41.8 sec. )-70 m.p.h. 23.6 sec. - 0-80 m.p.h. 252 see.
Mean Speed Mean Speed

72.6 m.p.h. 84 I 80 m.p.h. 98

A0 LAYSTALL-LUCAS CYLINDER HEADS for M.G.s
and WOLSELEY 4/44

Write for particulars

LAYSTALL
ENGINEERING
COMPANY LTD.

53 Great Suffolk Street,
London, S.E.1.

Telephone: WATerloo 6141
Northern Branch: 63 ST. ANNE STREET,
LIVERPOOL 3. Telephone : North 0178
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EDITORIAL

Mr. READER-HARRIS SPEAKS OuUT

MR. READER-HARRIS is a Member of Parliament, one
of the younger school of politicians. At the annual
dinner-dance of the British Racing and Sports Car Club,
he replied on behalf of the guests with a speech which
left no doubt in the minds of his listeners that in Reader-
Harris, M.P., the ordinary road-user, as well as the
sporting motorist, has a doughty champion. He went
so far as to accuse the Government, as represented by
the majority of M.P.s, of not fully realizing the vital
importance of motor racing to the export industry. His
comments on the proposed amendments to the Road
Traffic Act were most revealing in that he deplored the
suggestion of parking meters, compulsory car examina-
tions and greatly increased penalties for every type of
motoring offence—a most courageous thing for a
Member of Parliament to do at a semi-public function.
However, Mr. Reader-Harris spoke with every feeling
of complete sincerity, and it is to be hoped that he
will continue to do so in the House of Commons,
where very few speakers take the trouble to come out
openly on the side of the most highly taxed individual
in the world—the British private motorist. As a result
of his brilliantly conceived speech it may well come to
pass that this young M.P. will be looked upon as a
man who can convince his colleagues that it is high
time that the continued exploitation of the car-owning
community should come to an end.

THE PHANTOM FORMULA

So far, nothing concrete has come of proposals for a
new Formula 2, but it is now fairly evident that a
category for cars up to 1,500 c.c. unsupercharged would
have many supporters. At first, Great Britain might
be at a disadvantage owing to the lack of suitable racing
engines, but rapid development would surely result if
this class were to be adopted—which would also bene-
fit sports car manufacturers who realize the world-wide
demand for a moderately priced 13-litre machine, with
a specification including a twin-overhead camshaft
engine. After all, the introduction of a 1,500 c.c.
formula is a logical step., and organizers of lesser races
would welcome cars of this size which might, more-
over, come from many famous factories, and so give
events a proper International flavour. There is, of
course, considerable support for the 1,100 c.c. class, and
it only remains to be seen which engine size limit is
likely to appeal to race-organizers. On the other hand,
the present popularity of sports car racing may persuade
promoting bodies that the time is not yet ripe for the
introduction of ‘a new formula.

OUR COVER PICTURE
INDEPENDENT: One of the very few drivers who
regularly competes in Grands Prix without works sup-
port, Reg Parnell chose the ex-Baird Formula 2 Ferrari,
fitted with 2%i-litre engine, as his mount for 1954. In
these days of full works teams, often Government-
sponsored, the chances of a “lone wolf’ are slender
indeed, but the Derby man usually fares well in

British events.
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RIGGS CUNNINGHAM is reported to have

purchased the first three 3-litre
sports Maseratis to be built. They are
being rushed across the Atlantic to
arrive in time for Sebring.

As one of them due to be driven by

Behra at Dakar—or will the French-
man have a new car for the West African
race on 13th March?

J'IMMY STEWART. and Desmond Tittering-
ton, newly appointed members of the
Jaguar team, will drive for the Ecurie
Ecosse in non-works supported inter-
national events. Their mounts will be
D-type Jaguars. The Scottish stable have
a provisional 1955 fixture card of 12
events.

RIVERS for the two accepted TR2

Triumphs for Le Mans will probably
be Ken Richardson/Bob Dickson and
Ninian Sanderson/Bert Hadley. Leslie
Brooke is expected to be named for the
reserve entry.

ANCY MITCHELL is the sole Daimler
works entry in the R.A.C. Rally, and
will also take part in the “Tulip”.

EXPECTED M.G. line-up at Le Mans is

Dick Jacobs/Ted Lund and Ken
Miles/Johnny Lockett. Joe Flynn and a
Swiss driver will be nominated for the
reserve machine.

RMSTRONG SIDDELEY will be showing a

Sapphire at the Geneva Motor Show,
from 10th-20th March. The show model
will have the fully automatic trans-
mission and the twin-carburetter engine
developing 150 b.h.p.

OTOR yachtsmen will be pleased to

hear that, after an absence of 16
years, the famous Evinrude outboard
motor will shortly be available again.
Five models, ranging in size from 3 h.p.
to 25 h.p., will be handled by University
Marine, Ltd., 7 Hertford Street, W.1.

ERMANN LANG will not drive for Mer-
cedes-Benz this year. He may handle
a Maserati in the German G.P.

PRESENTATIONS at the
recent BM.C.R.C.C, din-
ner. (Right) Mrs. Kemsley
presenting Gerry Burges,
and Peter Easton with the
Tyresoles Trophy. (Below)
The same successful pair
with the AUTOSPORT Monte
Carlo Rally Trophy.
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NEW TRANSPORT for Mike Hawthorn,
seen here with Raymond (“Lofty”)
England after collecting his new XK 140
__ drophead from the Jaguar works.

IMCA have introduced a new model, the

Aronde-Rallye, with 60 b.h.p. engine
and a maximum of over 90 m.p.h. It
is specially tuned and equipped for rally
work.

oTUs will probably have a team car
entry for the Mille Miglia.

NLY races of 1,000 kilometres and over
count towards points in the 1955
Sports Car Championship.

LFA ROMEO may run their new 2-litre

open two-seater sports model in the
Mille Miglia. The car has a 4-cylinder.
twin o.h.c. engine developed from the
“1,900 Super Sprint”. A de Dion rear
axle is used.

ATEST SEBRING NEwWs—Mike Haw-

thorn may drive Briggs Cunningham’s
D-type Jaguar; Piero Tarufli, new mem-
ber of the Ferrari team, will share a
car with new member Harry Schell:
Perdisa and Valenzano will drive one of
Cunningham’s Maseratis.

uUcH has been the interest created by

the modified Standard Tens in the
Monte Carlo Rally, that the manufac-
turers will almost certainly list a “Grand
Touring” edition in the near future.

ONGRATULATIONS to John Deeley and

Flossie Haynes, who were married
recently. They will compete in several
motoring events this season, Flossie
doing rallies with a Ford Zephyr, and
John racing his Austin-Healey and the
new Kieft, co-driving the latter with
Berwyn Baxter at Le Mans and the Bol
d’Or. He will also give the Cranford
an airing in trials.

“So that’s Ferrari's little surprise packet. . . !”
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ONE OF THREE  Arnolt-Bristols
(right), entered by “Wacky” Arnolt for
the Sebring 12 Hours race in Florida
on 13th March. One will be handled
by René Dreyfus, famous French driver.

LONGER RACES FOR “DAILY
EXPRESS” SILVERSTONE

REGULATIONS for the Daily Express

sponsored B.R.D.C. meeting at Silver-
stone on 7th May, reveal that some
changes have been made to the Formula
1. sports and touring car events. For
this year’s International Trophy Race
the system of heats and a final has
been dropped in favour of a single race
over 60 laps (180 miles) of the circuit.
Prize money ranges from £750 for the
winner to £50 for sixth place.

The International Sports and Produc-
tion Touring Car events will be very
much longer than last year’s, the first
being over 40 laps (120 miles) and the
second over 25 (75 miles), but the Le
Mans-type start will be retained. First,

second and third place winners in each
capacity class gain £50, £30 and £10
respectively, in each of the two races.
There are also team awards and cash
prizes for the highest average speed in
each race. The classes are F (up to
1,500 c.c.), E (1,500-2,000 c.c.), D (2,000-
3,000 c.c.) and C (over 3,000 c.c.).

The closing date for entries is 11th
April, and the regulations are obtainable
from Desmond Scanneil, B.R.D.C., 4
Park Lane, London, W.1.

HAWTHORN (VANWALL) FOR
SYRACUSE?

ESIDES Ferrari, Maserati and possible

Lancia entries for the Syracuse G.P.,
opening F1 road race of the European
season on 20th March, it is likely that
Mike Hawthorn will drive the 2i-litre
Vanwall Special there. It is unlikely
the second car will be ready in time for
the Sicilian race, but should all go well
it will be raced at Pau on Easter Mon-
day by Peter Collins.

SCHELL JOINS FERRARI

Franco-American driver Harry
Schell is to join Giuseppe Farina and
Mazurice Trintignant in the official
Ferrari team for 1955, it is announced.
roilan Gonzalez, who last year won
s at Bordeaux, Bari, Lisbon, Silver-
and elsewhere, including the
h G.P., will take a less active part
in racing affairs for the next few
months, his health still suffering after
his T.T. practice accident at Dundrod
last September.
Schell's G.P. Maserati may be pur-
chased by the French driver André
Simon.

ONE-TO-THIRTY:
(Left) This intrigu-
ing model ‘of a
1938 G.P. Mer-
cedes-Benz, only
4 ins. long, was
built by Joseph

Molloy of San
Petro, California.

CLEMENTE
BIONDETTI

death, on Thursday, 24th February,
of Clemente Biondetti, deprives Italy
of another of her great racing drivers.
Biondetti was born at Budduro in
Sassari, on the isle of Sardinia, in 1898;
at 28 he was racing motor-cycles, suffer-
ing a crash at Ostia which resulted in
24 broken bones. He proved his tough-
ness, for which he later became famous,
by his rapid recovery, then took up car
racing in an 1,100 c.c. Salmson. Subse-
quently he handled Talbots, Bugattis,
Maseratis and Alfa Romeos, gaining
many successes.

In the 1936 Mille Miglia he finished
fourth in a converted monoposto G.P.
car; in 1938 he won the race with a
2.9-litre Alfa—the car which was sub-
sequently acquired and raced in this
country by Hugh C. Hunter. Driving
the first type 158 14-litre racing Alfa,
Biondetti was second to Emilio Villoresi
at Leghorn, and won the 1939 Coppa
Acerbo. The following year he finished
second to Farina’s Alfa in the Tripoli
G.P.

Again at the wheel of an Alfa Romeo,
Clemente Biondetti won his second Mille
Miglia in 1947; he then switched to a
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Ferrari, again winning Italy’s most
gruelling race in 1948 and 1949—an
unparalieled achievement. His last con-
test was the Tour of Italy of 1954.

A.LD.C. BECOMES A.LC.P.

E hear from John Hugenholtz,

manager of the Zandvoort circuit in
Holland, that the International Associa-
tion of Circuit Managers (A.ID.C.), of
which he was General Secretary, has
now been reconstituted as the Inter-
national Association of Permanent Cir-
cuits (A.L.C.P.), following a conference
held at Rheims on 2nd-5th February.
From its original status as an association
of individuals, the organization grew to
the point of being concerned more with
the companies who run the tracks, and
a new constitution was called for.

The headquarters have moved from
Zandvoort to 65 Avenue dléna, Paris,
John Hugenholtz is again Secretary and
Treasurer, and Raymond Roche of the
Rheims circuit has been asked to become
President.

D-TYPE AT DAYTONA—164 M.P.H.

T the two-day Daytona Beach Speed

Trials held on 19th/20th February,
which attracted a strong international
entry, a production Jaguar D-type driven
by Phil Walters demonstrated its com-
plete superiority by returning a record
average speed for the meeting of 164.138
m.p.h. over a measured mile. The
former record for this meeting, one of
the most important on the American
sporting calendar, was 136 m.p.h., set up
by a Ferrari last year.

This year, the Jaguar proved to be a
clear 12 m.p.h. faster than Goldschmidt’s
Le Mans 4.9 Ferrari and 31 m.p.h. faster
than a Mercedes 300SL.

STARTING at 6 p.m. on 16th March, two

Ford Anglias will be driven for 24
hours around Goodwood in an attempt
to establish positive m.p.g. figures on
National Benzole Mixture. Drivers will
be Raymond Baxter, Peter Easton,
Dennis Allen, Stan Boshier, E. W. Cuff
Miller, Gerry Burgess, Wally Waring and
the Earl of Kimberley.
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HANDICAP FOR THE “TULIP”

EGULATIONS for the 1955 International

Tulip Rally (30th April-7th May)
show many changes from last year’s very
arduous event. Most important is the
introduction of a handicap system, based
on the performance of cars in previous
Tulip rallies. This will apply for all
eliminating tests, and varies from 0 min.
for a 375 c.c. 2CV Citroén, to 20 mins.
for 300SL Mercedes-Benz and Jaguar
XK 120/140. The handicaps have an
additional imposition for “special” and
modified machines, the entire list being
published on this page.

Starting points are from Berne,
Brussels, Hamburg, London, Munich,
Paris and Noordwijk aan Zee. Concen-
tration point will be at Stuttgart, where
competitors will be entertained by
Mercedes-Benz, Porsche and Bosch.
After an overnight halt, the combined
route runs through the Black Forest,
Vosges, Auvergne, French Alps, Jura,
Ardennes and Eifel Mountains. There
will be five special stages, each much
longer than the 14 shorter-distance stages
in 1954, and five eliminating tests,
including the Zandvoort speed events.
All types of car are eligible, with the
exception of International sports cars
(Ann, C.).

Entry fee is 300 guilders (£30), and
entries close on 31st March at single
fees, and increased fees on 12th April.
Total length of the combined route is
approximately 1,680 miles, and the pre-
concentration area routes, 375-425 miles.

HANDICAPS FOR 7th TULIP RALLY

0 min.: Citroén 2CV, 375 c.c. 1 min.: Lloyd LP
400 S, 386 c.c.; Champion 400 H, 398 c.c.;
Citroén 2CV, 425 c.c. 2 mins.: Champion 500 G,
460 c.c. 3 mins.: Fiat 500 and 500 C, 570 c.c.
4 mins.: Gutbrod Superior, 593 c.c.; DKW F 89
Meisterkl., 684 c.c. 5 mins.: Gutbrod Superior
Lux, 658 c.c.; Goliath, 688 c.c.; Renault 1062,
747 c.c.; Renault 1060, 761 c.c.; Saab, 764 c.c.;
Austin  A30, 800 c.c.; Morris Minor, 800 c.c.;
Standard Eight, 803 c.c. 6 mins.: Standard Ten,
948 c.c.; Volkswagen, 1,086 c.c.; Volkswagen 1,131
c.c.; Fiat Diesel, 1,395 c.c.; Borgward Diesel, 1,758
c.c.; Mercedes Diesel, 1,767 c.c.; Standard Vang.
Diesel, 2,088 c.c. 7 mins.: Gutbrod Sup. Luxus E,
658 c.c.; Goliath GP 700 E, 688 c.c.; Lancia
Ardea, 903 c.c. 8 mins.: Dyna Panhard X 85, 610
c.c. 9 mins.: Dyna Panhard X 86, 745 c.c.; Ford
Popular, 1,172 c.c.; Ford Anglia, 1,172 c.c.: Ford
Prefect, 1,172 c.c.; Volkswagen 1954/55, 1,191 cich
Austin _A40, 1,200 c.c.; Skoda 1200, 1,221 c.c.;
Triumph Mayflower, 1,247 c.c.; Hillman Minx Mark
VII, 1,265 c.c.; Peugeot 203, 1,290 c.c. 10 mins.:
Moretti, 750 c.c.; Fiat 1100, 1,089 c.c.; Ford
Taunus 12 and 12M, 1,172 c.c.; Austin A40 Sports,
1,200 c.c.; Simca Aronde, 1,221 c.c.; Wolseley 4/44,
1,250 c.c.; Fiat 1400, 1,395 c.c. 11 mins.: Panhard
Junior, 745 c.c.; Lancia Appia, 1,090 c.c.; M.G.
Series Y, 1,250 c.c.; Volvo PV 444, 1420 c.c.;
Morris Oxford, 1,477 c.c.; Opel Olympia and
Rekord, 1,488 c.c.; Singer SM 1500, 1,497 c.c.;
Borgward 1500 Normal, 1498 c.c.; Austin AS50,
1,500 c.c.; Vauxhall Wyvern, 1,507 c.c.; Ford
Consul, 1,508 c.c. 12 mins.: Renault 1063, 745
c.c.; Panhard Dyna ’54, 851 c.c.; Jowett Javelin,

(Above) The start of
the “over 1,500s,
modified” class at
Willow Springs, with
‘two  Kurtis - Kraft
baring their teeth
at No. 8, leading.
(Left) “Low as a
snake’s belly” is Ken
Miles’s latest M.G.
Spl., which led its
race  until  plug
trouble caused de-
lays.

1,486 c.c.; Riley 1}-litre, 1,496 c.c.; Mercedes,
all 170s, 1,767 c.c.; Citroén 11 1,911 c.c.; Triumph
Renown, 2,088 c.c.; Standard Vanguard, 2,088 c.c.;
Morris Six, 2,215 c.c.; Humber Hawk, 2,667 c.c.
13 mins.: Panhard Junior, 851 c.c.; DKW F 091,
896 c.c.; Porsche 1100, 1,086 c.c.; Fiat 1100 TV
1,089 c.c.; Simca Aronde Sports, 1,221 c.c.; M.G.
Magnette, 1,489 c.c.; Borgward Isabella, 1,493 c.c.;
Ford Taunus 15 and 15M, 1,498 c.c.; Borgward
1800, 1,758 c.c.; Mercedes 180, 1,767 c.c.; Renault
Frégate, 1,997 c.c.; Rover 75, 2,103 c.c.; Ford
Vedette, 2,158 c.c.; Austin A70, 2,199 c.c.; Vaux-
hall Velox and Cresta, 2262 c.c.; Ford Zephyr
and Zodiac, 2,262 c.c.; All U.S.A. cars under
3,500 c.c. 14 mins.: Porsche 1300, 1,286 c.c.;
Lancia, 1,750 c.c.; Fiat 1900, 1,901 c.c.; BMW
501, 1,971 c.c.; Frazer-Nash Saloon, 1971 c.c.;
Mercedes 220 and 220 A, 2,195 c.c.: Wolseley 6/80,
2,215 c.c.; Sunbeam-Talbot 90, 2267 c.c.; Ford
Comete, 2,355 c.c.; Daimler Conguest, 2,433 c.c.;
Opel Kapitin, 2,456 c.c.; Austin A90, 2,630 c.c.;
Rover 90, 2,638 c.c. 15 mins.: M.G. Series TD and
TF, 1,250 c.c.; Singer Roadster 1500, 1,497 c.c.;
Riley 2}-litre, 2,443 c.c.; Daimler Consort, 2,522
c.c.; Citroén 15, 2.867 c.c.; Mercedes 300, 2,996
c.c.: Arm<trong Siddeley, 3.435 c.c.; Jaguar Mark
V, 3,443 c.c.; Ford Vendéme, 3,923 c.c.; Austin
A12S, 3,995 c.c.; Humber Super Snipe, 4,139 c.c.;
All U.S.A. cars over 3,500 c.c. 16 mins.: Porsche
1300 Super, 1,286 c.c.; Alfa Romeo Julietta, 1,300
c.c.; Porsche 1500, 1488 c.c.; Alfa Romeo 1900,
1,874 c.c.; Bristol 403, 1,971 c.c.; Morgan Plus
Four, 2,088 c.c.; Sunbeam Alpine, 2,267 c.c.; Borg-
ward 2400, 2,337 c.c.; Simca Vedette Versailles,
2,351 c.c.; Alfa Romeo, 2500 S, 2,443 c.c.; BMW
502, 2,580 c.c.; Alvis 3-litre, 2,993 c.c.; Jaguar
Mark VII, 3,442 c.c.; Delahaye 235, 3,557 c.c.:
Bentley Continental, 4,556 c.c. 17 mins.: Borgward
1500 Sports, 1498 c.c.; Lancia Aurelia B21/22,
1,991 c.c.; A.C. Ace, 1991 c.c.; Austin-Healey,
2,669 c.c. 18 mins.: Alfa Romeo T.I., 1,874 c.c.;
Triumph TR2 Sports, 1991 c.c.; Aston Martin
DB2 and 2/4, 2580 c.c.; Austin-Healey Hundred,
2,660 c.c.; Jensen Interceptor, 3,993 c.c.; Talbot
Lago Record, 4482 c.c. 19 mins.: Porsche 1500
Super, 1488 c.c.; H.R.G. 1500, 1,497 c.c.; Alfa
Romeo 1900 C, 1874 c.c.; Frazer-Nash, 1971
c.c.; Alfa Romeo Super T.I., 1,975 c.c.; Alfa Romeo
Super Sprint, 1,975 c.c.; Ferrari 166 Mille Miglia,
2,000 c.c.; Fiat V8, 2,000 c.c.; Salmson 2300 S,
2,300 c.c.; Lancia GT, 2,500 c.c.; Pegaso Type 102,
2,816 c.c.; Aston Martin 3-litre, 2,922 c.c.; Healey
3-litre, 2.993 c.c.; Jaguar XK 120, 3,442 c.c. 20
mins.: Mercedes 300 SL, 2,996 c.c.; Jagnar XK
120 and 140, 3,442 c.c.

Extra handicap “‘Special’’ and ‘“Modified”’
Handicap Group 0- 6 mins. : 7 mins,
7- 9 mins. : 6 mins.

10-12 mins. : 5 mins.

13-14 mins. : 4 mins.

15-16 mins. : 3 mins,

17 mins. : 2 mins.

18-19 mins. : 1 min.

20 mins. : 0 min,
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CALIFORNIAN SEASON OPENS

N estimated crowd of 25,000 racing

fans watched the first race of the
1955 racing season at Willow Springs,
California, U.S.A., sponsored by the
California Sports Car Club. Willow
Springs is located in the Mojave Desert,
approximately 75 miles north of Los
Angeles.

Bill Pollack, one of California’s lead-
ing drivers, won the 30-lap main event on
the tricky 24-mile circuit. Pollack,
driving a Mercury-powered Baldwin Mk.
II Special, took the lead in the third lap
and stayed out in front for the rest of
the race, never being seriously chal-
lenged, to finish nearly a mile ahead of
Ignacio Lozano driving a Cadillac-
Kurtis. Bill Murphy finished third in a
Buick-Kurtis and Bob Drake fourth in
a 2-litre Ferrari Mondial.

In the first race of the day Erich
Buckler, driving a Porsche Speedster,
won the production cars under 1,500 c.c.
race of 15 laps. Buckler drove a very
hard race, starting in the middle of the
pack and 30 secs. behind the leader, Dr.
Dennis Shillam, in a Porsche coupé.
Buckler gained 3 to 4 secs. every lap
until with a few laps to go he took the
lead and swept on to a clear victory in a
very thrilling race.  Dr. Shillam came
second and Dale Johnson third in a
Porsche Speedster.

In the second race for production cars
over 1,500 c.c., the race got off to a bad
start with four Jaguars crashing into
each other behind a stalled car. Two
more Jaguars crashed, injuring both
drivers, and the race was called off after
eight laps with a spectator being injured
also. The winner after eight laps was
Jim  Peterson, driving a Jaguar
XK 120 M, second was Jack Graham,
also in a Jaguar XK 120 M, and third
was John McLaughlin in an Austin-
Healey.

The third race was for ladies and also
for the 500 c.c. cars. The ladies’ race
for cars over 1,500 c.c. was won by
Janet Anderson in a Jaguar Special, and
for cars under 1,500 c.c., Linda Scott in
a modified M.G. TD. Dr. Leon Becker
in a Cooper Mk. V won the 500 c.c. race.

The fourth race was for modified cars
under 1,500 c.c. Ken Miles in his new
M.G. Special took the lead immediately
and had a substantial lead when he had
to make a pit stop in the third lap be-
cause of fouling plugs. George Beavis
in his Offenhauser Special took over the
lead and stayed ahead to win the 30-lap
race with Dr. William Eschrich in an
Offenhauser Special second and Ed.
Freutel in an M.G. Special third. Perry
Peron in a Panhard Special came in
fourth for a Class G win, beating the
rest of the field of Class F cars.
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MONTE CARLO REUNION

HE British Monte Carlo Rally
Competitors’ Club held its rally re-

union in the Clarendon Restaurant on
24th February, with a record attendance
of over 200 members and guests. In the
chair was Jack Kemsley, who made his
customary witty speech, including refer-
ences to some revolutionary suggestions
by Jack Reece in answer to a general
questionnaire recently sent out. Chief
event of the evening was the presenta-
tion of the AutOospoRT Monte Carlo
Rally Trophy, the B.M.C.R.C.C. Plaque,
and the “Tyresoles” Trophy to Gerry
Burgess and Peter Easton (Ford
Zephyr), highest placed British competi-
tors in the 1955 “Monte”. The awards
were presented by Mrs. Jack Kemsley.

Among the guests were Hans van
Santen (Vredestein), Freddie Bothamley
(Lockheeds), Mr. and Mrs. Gerry
Burgess, Peter Easton, Gregor Grant
(AuTtosporT), Raymond Baxter (B.B.C.),
Bruce Ells (A.V.C.) and Ben Goodfellow
(Sheffield United Tours). A special
award was announced to Sheila Van
Damm and her crew, for their perform-
ance in winning the “Coupe des Dames”.
Unfortunately, Miss Van Damm was
unable to attend.

Then followed a film show, headed by
Danny Carter’s excellent production for
Christine Bruce Films, of “Monte Carlo
Story”. This is really well done, and
leaves out nothing of what will be a
long-remembered event. There are many
unique shots of cars in all sorts of un-
likely places, and the antics of a French
speed-cop during one of the most
phenomenal avoidances ever seen
demonstrates that rally risks are not
always confined to competitors. Com-
mentary is lucid and informative, being
done by the B.B.C.’s MacDonald Hobley.
This film will shortly be seen on the
circuits,

Mr. E. Lambert’s documentary is
surely the best amateur film yet made of
a motoring event. It will be recalled that
his Morris Oxford won the “Comfort”
competition, and was fitted with cine
cameras front and rear. The results are
amazingly good, and, if copies are ever
made available, would be an invaluable
addition to the list of club films. A
tape-recorded commentary was also
produced.

Finally came the masterly Castrol film
of the 1954 Tulip Rally, all in colour,
and with commentary by Raymond
Baxter.

D-TYPE BRITISH DEBUT

APPEAR]NG for the first time in a British
race, a D-type Jaguar has been entered
for the British Empire Trophy race at
Oulton Park on 2nd April; one of the
drivers will be Duncan Hamilton, who
with Tony Rolt brought the D-type into
second place at Le Mans last year.
first major event of the 1955
1. the Trophy meeting opens at 1
. the last race ending at about 5.30.
e bookings and inquiries should
=ssed to the Cheshire Car Circuit,
9 Eastgate Row North, Chester.

= * *

iation Belge des Racers, which
promoted three 500 c.c.
es. plans to organize seven
coming season. They will

include s at St. Gishlain, near
Mons, on May, La Louviere on
5th June., Namur, efc.
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No. 13 —-ROY SALVADORI

OY F. SALVADORI, motor trader, enjoys the distinction, as a member of the post-war

school of British racing drivers, in not having commenced his career with a 500 c.c.
car. He first came into the picture driving a fast offset single-seater Riley in 1947
sprint events. Soon he acquired that superb 3-litre monoposto Alfa Romeo which
Kenneth Evans raced in pre-war days, and with which Nuvolari won his greatest
victory, the 1935 German G.P.

With this car, Salvadori raced at Chimay in the 1947 G.P. des Frontiéres, gaining
fourth place in sclect company. He also bought the late E. R. Rayson’s early
single-seater Maserati, racing it at Jersey, Silverstone and elsewhere. With the
experience gained in handling these varied machines, Roy’s soon became a name to
reckon with in racing. By 1951 he was amongst the fastest of sports car drivers.
but he suffered serious injuries at Silverstone that year when he overturned his 2-litre
Frazer-Nash during one of the Daily Express sports car races.

He recovered to gain many subsequent successes, notably in winning the Lavant
Cup at Goodwood in 1953 in a fuel-injection Connaught, and sharing second place
with Ian Stewart in the Niirburgring 1,000 kms. race that same year in an Ecurie
Ecosse Jaguar. He has raced XK 120 and XK 120C Jaguars, Aston Martin DB2s,
DB3s and DB3Ss, sports and single-seater Ferraris, Connaughts, Sid Greene’s 2-litre
sports Maserati and, during the past season, his 23-litre G.P. Maserati. Castle Combe,
Thruxton, Snetterton, Silverstone—all these and other racing venues have seen Roy
Salvadori in winning form. For 1955 his mounts will again include Greene’s Maserati,
with sundry mechanical improvements to bring it up to date, while he will again
drive in David Brown’s team of Aston Martins. @GP
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PUBLIC ROADS FOR RACING?

Lord Brabazon Raises Issue in House of Lords

ORD BRABAZON of Tara struck a gallant

blow for the cause of lifting the ban
on motor racing on public roads in
Britain when he recently sought to in-
sert a provision to this effect in the
Road Traffic Bill, during the committee
stage in the House of Lords. His effort
was unsuccessful, but two points of in-
terest and importance emerged from the
debate. They were: (1) A proposed cir-
cuit on public roads in ‘the Midlands
has already been inspected by officials
of the Ministry of Transport; and (2) the
Government would not “automatically”
oppose a Private Bill introduced in
Parliament to close a public road for
a particular motor race.

Lord Brabazon—who as Colonel J. T.
Moore-Brabazon was once himself Mini-
ster of Transport—is a pioneer motorist
and was the winner of the 1907 Circuit
des Ardennes. His amendment proposed
to give the Minister of Transport power,
by Order, to allow certain motor races
on the Queen’s Highway. This, he said,
might appear to many people a shock-
ing proposal. But times changed and
instead of conversation among the young
in the clubs or in the public houses be-
ing of hocks and spavins, it was now
about “blown Bugs” and “v.p. pro-
pellers”. The racing of horses generated
a certain amount of interest not because
many people saw the horses, but be-
cause of the betting that took place upon
them. But there were millions of
people who owned a motor car and who
had never in the past owned, and never
would own, a horse. Motor cars were
our eighth biggest export. We had the
second biggest motor industry in the
world. Yet this was the only country
which forbade motor racing on the high
roads.

Technical Value of Racing

He pointed to the Jaguar disc brakes
and Mercedes fuel injection as “two
things which have emerged from racing
and will inevitably be standard in a few
years”. We were far past the days when
motor racing was a dangerous thing to
the public. There might be clamour
against closing the roads, but it would
be for only two or three days during
the year, and then only in  localities
where the county council asked for it
and where there were alternative routes
for through traffic. It was wonderful
to consider the way people put up with
the closing of roads by ordinary level
crossings. On the main road going
north he had been stopped for three-
quarters of an hour by the Quorn Hunt
—and no one said anything at all in
expostulation. He had been asked to
make a circuit to avoid the St. Leger
horse race.

“Instead of all these repressive
measures,” Lord Brabazon continued, “I
should like the Government to do some-
thing to help this great industry which
has pulled us out of so many difficulties
and through the lean times.” This was
a proposal which would be welcomed
because the interest of the man in the
street in the ordinary motor car was
enormous—much more than in other
forms of racing.

Lord Teynham, the Chairman of the

Automobile Association, supported the
amendment and referred in particular
to the great benefit that the proposal
would bring to the British tourist in-
dustry. He believed that the County
Councils Association in Scotland had
already expressed their wish to have
motor racing and to have certain high-
ways closed for the purpose.

Lord Strathcarron also supported Lord
Brabazon’s amendment. He said that
although we had circuits on private
grounds they could not represent road
racing in its true sense as it is practised
on the Continent. There were many
roads in this country which would be
mlost suitable—for instance on Salisbury
Plain.

Its Value to the Industry

Earl Howe—who began with the re-
mark, “I have seen a great deal of motor
racing in my time; in fact I have taken
part in a great deal”’—supported the
proposal and begged the Government to
consider it with an open mind. If it
could be agreed, even on a limited basis,
it would be of great value to the industry
and to the country. Motor racing, he
said, not only sells motor cars but it
sells pots and pans and everything else
that belongs to the country of origin of
the successful car. Before the war the
sales of the DKW car in South Africa
were 30 a year. The Auto Union firm
were responsible for making those cars.
After the German team visited South
Africa, the sales of the DKW went up
in the next year to over 3,000.

It would not be for the benefit of
motor racing if there was an indiscrimi-
nate increase in racing. There were not
enough cars and drivers to go round.
But under careful supervision razing

.could be made reasonably safe and could

be made to pay. Why should this
country be denied the privileges which
were extended to Jersey, the Isle of Man
and Northern Ireland? He referred to
the Tour of England cycle race, and said :
“It is grand fun watching them and
although, in effect, they are breaking the
law, no authority has taken action
against the race—and I hope that none
will.  But it does seem to me that if
that sort of thing is allowed, motor
racing under proper control should also
be allowed.”

A track had been found, he added.
The Minister and his department knew
all about it and his officials had seen
it. It was geographically in the right
place. Its use was supported by the
local authority, who were quite ready
tor have the road closed. It did not
interfere with the main artery of traffic.
There were good access roads all round
—even a small railway; there were plenty
of hotels and plenty of garage accom-
modation within easy reach. When
Lord Lucas of Chilworth asked if Earl
Howe could say exactly where the track
was, Earl Howe said: “I am not sure
whether the Department want me to
disclose that point.” Lord Mancroft,
Parliamentary Under-Secretary, Home
Office, said: “ Better not.”

Earl Howe did not disclose its loca-
tion, but continued: “There is a cir-
cut upon which all road racing in the

Lord Brabazon. :

country could be concentrated. That
circuit could be used for cars or motor-
cycles or even for cyclists without caus-
ing any public inconvenience; and the
local authorities are in favour of using
it. But it would require the expenditure
of a large sum of money. Once that
money had been spent the position
would be good and we should be on all
fours with other countries.”

Lord Moyne was the only back
bencher to speak against Lord Braba-
zon’s amendment. He said that for a
great part of the year he lived in South-
ern Ireland, where a number of roads
were blocked for this purpose with great
inconvenience to those who live nearby
and “with fearful and appalling noise
which can be heard for many miles”.
He felt that industry should have its
own tracks and should not use the
public roads and thus *spoil the quiet
of the countryside”.

The Earl of Selkirk, Paymaster-
General, replying to the debate for the
Government, began badly by referring
to Donington as being among the
existing private “racing tracks”. [Earl
Howe quickly pointed out that Don-
ington was still occupied by the
Government.

Private Bill the Alternative

The Minister went on to suggest that
people in the locality where racing took
place would be personally affected to a
high degree and therefore the right of
objection must be available to everyone
in the locality. They could proceed with
the Niirburgring method, where a special
track would be built and held open
during the rest of the year for anyone
wanting to use it outside racing periods.
That would be expensive. The alterna-
tive would be to proceed by Private
Bill, and he saw no reason why this
method should not be used. It would
provide ample opportunity for anyone
to make objections and for their objec-
tions to be heard and carefully examined.
Provided that such a Private Bill made
provision for the general public to be
properly safeguarded and for traffic in
the district to be reasonably undisturbed,
it might well find Parliamentary
approval. A racing provision such as
Lord Brabazon suggested was perhaps a
little incongruous in a Bill which sought
to deal with road safety.

In reply to an intervention by Lord
Brabazon, Lord Selkirk said he would
readily give an assurance that the
Ministry would not automatically oppose
a Private Bill. On that assurance, Lord
Brabazon withdrew his amendment.

JouN DUDLEY.
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START: (Right) At Westchester Airport,
starting point for the Jaguar Owners’
Association’s first rally, the line-up in-
cludes six Jaguars and an SS100. But
what's that TR2 doing there?

“JUST A KID'S GAME™

Ruth Sands Bentley Attends the First
Jaguar Owners’ Rally in the U.S.A.

2

“XY/E got lost at the first turn,” com-

plained one of the drivers, as he
sipped his Coca-Cola in the cocktail
lounge of Outpost Inn, “and there was
no possible way of ever finding the route
again. It was too difficult for a club’s
first attempt—only speedometer readings,
no road names, towns, or other identifi-
cations. Had to open our sea'ed
envelope, which immediately disqualified
us, to find out where the crowd would
eventually meet. We've been here for
two hours!” But he, and several others
who were hopelessly lost on the 60-mile
drive, were hushed permanently when
the judges announced that 14-year-old
Jimmy Peck had navigated his car to a
tie for first place and 13-year-old Tom
Rocchio had taken third. They proved
conclusively that rallies are not as diffi-
cult as the adults think they are.

The Sno-Bird Rally on Sunday, 16th
tanuary, was the Jaguar Owners’
Association’s  first  sporting  event.
Although quite new, the club already
has 85 members scattered throughout the
U.S.A. and Canada, with some 16 of
them residing in the New York area;
and inquiries have reached the President,
George Evdokimov, from such distant
places as Tokyo, Munich and Mexico
City.

The day was cold (below freezing), a
stiff breeze froze the fingers of photo-
graphers who were shooting pictures at
Westchester Airport before the start, and
the 20 cars which ran in the rally were
manned by enthusiasts padded thickly
with woollen clothing. Although several
drivers were seeking navigators and
eventually joined other drivers (leaving
second cars behind), I wanted to ride in
the back seat of a car and just take
photographs and notes without having to
bother about ETAs. Art Peck, of
Columbia Broadcasting System, invited
me to ride in the back seat of his Mark
VII Jaguar with his nine-year-old
daughter, Elizabeth. His 14-year-old

son, Jimmy, was to be the navigator.
We were car No. 8, departing at 12.16
p.m. As we left the airport, Jimmy
opened the instructions and found rows
of speedometer readings with “right” or
“left” beside each number. The average
speed for the entire rally was 26 m.p.h.
and no check points were shown. Turns
quickly led us to hilly, winding back-
roads in the Purchase and Yale Farms
area, and the large estates with naked
trees and frozen ponds were like
Christmas card scenes. We were con-
sistent all day at meeting red traffic
lights when reaching built-up areas and
then having to hurry a bit to make up
Jost time. We found the first control
at 21.1 miles, and Jimmy informed us,
“We hit it right on the nose.” Then
we wound around through North Castle,
still following a backwoods couise where
only pines and spruces retained their
green colour. The dogwoods, maples
and oaks were stripped of leaves. Sparse
snow edged the shady lanes, and the
skaters on the frozen lake at Mt. Kisco
were having an exciting hockey game.
But we had just been detained by a red
light and could not slow down to watch.

As our trip speedometer was turning
on 30.9 we reached a turn, but our
driver noticed another turn a short dis-
tance down the road at which time the
trip mechanism would still be on 9, the
number specified by the instructions for
turning right. It was a tense moment.
Art stopped the car and was noticeably
perplexed. = He looked at his young
navigator.

“If we make the wrong turn, Jimmy,”
said Peck, “we’ve had it. There’s no
earthly way of getting back once we’re
lost. Do you think we should take the
first turn?” Silence prevailed while

three of us worried, but not petite
Elizabeth. The situation caused her no
bother. She looked at me and smiled.

“I got an English bicycle for Christ-
mas. It was a substitute for a bed lamp,

which I really wanted. I like to read
comics in bed.” Even the front-seaters
laughed. Tension relaxed!

We made the right turn and felt wheel-
spin as we climbed a snowy hill. We
were on time for the second control too,
and by this time I had complete con-
fidence in our teenage navigator. Jimmy
gave his father frequent readings from
his calculator, yet was not too busy to
point out to us two adorable fawns
nibbling grass in a valley below the road.
On Frog Rock Road we passed Connie
Lovejoy (the club’s Vice-President) and
her C.B.S. navigator, Dave Hebb,
approaching from the opposite direction
in a cream-coloured XK 120. Connie
revved a loud greeting as they passed,
and we wondered where they had come
from until we reached a dead-end road
and had to turn back too. Somewhere
near Harrison a grey and black Jaguar
almost blew us off the road in its eager-
ness to pass, and we recognized the
licence plate, LXB 779, the second car
off at the start. Where had it been?
We rounded a turn and saw two boys.
standing in front of a car down in a
ditch, waving for us to stop.

“It's a secret control,” I cried, “and
we almost missed it.” We stopped, and
took a better look. It was no secret
control. It was the same grey and
black Jaguar we had just seen, but its
front end was now embedded in the
trunk of a tree. The owner, Sid Olkin,
explained that a patch of ice on the turn
was responsible for the wide slide into
the deep gully. “But,” he said, praising
the product, “there was never any feel-
ing that the car might turn over.”

Olkin hopped into our car and left his
navigator, Maurice Braunstein, to tend
the badly damaged Jaguar. Without
leaving the rally route, we drove Olkin to
Harrison to fetch a tow truck, and then
moved fast to compensate for lost time.
The thought of the penalty of one point
for every 30 secs. late caused Peck’s
foot to grow very heavy indeed. But we
almost made it on the “nose” again,
losing only one precious point.

Warren Leander and Jim Sanchez,
whose white XK 120 tied the Mark VII
for first place, drove a fine rally and
diced with us occasionally during the
afternoon. Before the start of the rally,
Peck guessed that the Lovejoy/Hebb
team would win. He missed by only
one point.

Two American cars participated, with
the Pontiac of Charlie Winter and
Barbara Gainey finishing in a three-way
tie for fourth position, and the 1952
Chevrolet of Mr. and Mrs, Addison
Austin in a tie for fifth.

Results

1, Warren Leander/Jim Sanchez (XK 120
Jaguar) and Art Peck/Jimmy Peck (Mark VII
Jaguar), 1 point lost; 2, Connie Lovejoy/Dave
Hebb (XK 120 Jaguar), 2 points lost; 3, Paul
McDermott/Tom Rocchio (S.S, 100 Jaguar), 3
points lost,

FINISH: (Left) Hungry competitors at

the Qutpost Inn include ’teen-age navi-

gators Jimmy Peck (with sister Elizabeth)

and Tom Rocchio, who gained tied first
and third places respectively.
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COOPER-JAGUAR, Mk. I

1955 model from Surbiton has
D-type engine and dise brakes

DISC BRAKES at the front have six pads each. Transverse B
springs, double wishbones and Armstrong tubular dampers _
are used front and rear. f

OFF-SIDE view shows the three double-choke Weber
carburetters. The engine is offset 8 degrees to the right,

e

REAR-END Dunlop brake; each have four pads. Shackle 5
plates are drilled for alternative spring heights. Thirty-seven-
gallon fuel tank is mounted on outriggers.

CROSS-BRACING of COOLING system (right) has separate
cockpit (above) separ-  header tank and holds four gallons.
ates driver and pas- Four-gation oil tank is fitted into
senger, with the gear nearside of frame, with oil cooler
lever in the middle. alongside radiator.
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JOHN BOLSTER TRIES

265

IN ITS ELEMENT:
The Sunbeam, seen
here with John Bolster
at the wheel, appeared
to be quite at home in
the worst of the recent
snowy weather.

THE SUNBEAM THAT WON THE “MONTE"

FOLLOWING their recent victory in the

Monte Carlo Rally, Per Malling and
Gunnar Fadum came to London with
their Sunbeam. After being exhibited
for a few days, the car was to be decar-
bonized and so forth prior to its return
to Norway. I thought, however, that it
would be of interest to test it exactly as
it finished the Rally. Accordingly, I
arranged to borrow it for a week-end
before anybody had had a chance to
touch it with a spanner.

On taking over the machine, I was
surprised to see how little special rally
equipment it carried. Of course, the
standard Sunbeam is a well-equipped car,
but apart from extra fog- and spot-lamps
the only really unusual addition was a
cyclometer calibrated in kilometres. This
instrument lived in the dashboard cup-
board and took its drive from the
speedometer cable, registering tenths and
hundredths of a kilometre, wheelspin
permitting.

Much trouble had been taken to make
the seats really comfortable. The driver’s
seat gave exceptional support to the
shoulders, and there were cushions for
both elbows. The passenger could recline
if desired, a harness being provided to
secure him while he slept. A very effec-
tive radio was fitted, while the heater
proved adequate in the coldest weather.
Of course, the most essential piece of
equipment of all, a windscreen washer,
was present. As this is an export model,
the steering is on the left with the gear
lever to the right of it.

Except for one tiny dent in the offside
door, the car was unmarked by its
ordeal, the smart grey paintwork being
marred only by the road dirt of many
nations. The engine showed absolutely
no sign of stress, the acceleration and
maximum speed proving well up to
standard; nor had it lost any of the

smoothness and silence for which this
make is noted. The gears were quiet,
the clutch in perfect adjustment, and the
brakes still had their full power.

During a week-end of varied motoring,
90 m.p.h. was often attained. Perhaps
the car felt even more in its element
when I had to negotiate deep snow and
a near-blizzard one night. Here, another
virtue of the machine was revealed, for
it handled particularly well on treacher-
ous surfaces while proving remarkably
free from wheelspin on steep hills. One
can easily see why this is such a good
rally car, for it is small enough to be
flung around easily while possessing the
reserve of power that one usually asso-
ciates with bigger vehicles.

As the Sunbeam still carried competi-
tion numbers and Norwegian registra-
tion, I decided to assume this nationality
when I was pinched for parking. It
must be admitted, in confidence, that
my fluent Norwegian was actually a
Polish drinking toast, but it did the trick
with the British police. When travelling
around, I was frequently hailed as “the
winner”, which was perhaps a trifle
embarrassing.

*

KILOMETRES, and
tenths and  hun-
dredths thereof, were
recorded by this
special  cyclometer,
fitted into the dash-
board locker.

*

After driving the Sunbeam for a week-
end, during which I did not spare it at
all, I am confident that it would do the
trip to Monte Carlo all over again with-
out so much as cleaning a plug. As I
once said before, this is a tough car.

LONDON-LANGUEDOC-SETE

ONCE again the G.B. Car Club are

promoting the London-Languedoc-
Séte Rally, and it takes place this year
from 8th-18th July. As previous com-
petitors will know, this annual event is
not a hell-for-leather contest, but is more
in the nature of a holiday tour to an
attractive wine-growing area of France,
with an element of competition added.
The road section consists of some 1,280
miles starting from London and finishing
at Sete on the Mediterranean coast and
there are a number of not-too-strenuous
driving tests at the end. Substantial
cash prizes are being donated by the
Municipality of Séte and full details can
be obtained from the Secretary, London-
Languedoc-Sete Rally, 60 Ebury Street,
London, S.W.1. Entries close on 10th
June.
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NEXT WEEK’S R.A.C. BRITISH RALLY

Weather Conditions and Night Navigation Sections May Make
Premier British Rally Extremely Difficult —Longest Event
so far Staged in this Country

HAT with the recent heavy snowfalls

and severe frosts, entrants for the
fifth R.A.C. British International Rally
must be keeping their fingers crossed.
Even if the wintry weather does relax
its hold, rapid thaws might bring exten-
sive flooding in various parts of the
country through which the rally route
lies, particularly in Wales, the West of
England and the Lake District, where
masses of snow lie at the time of writing.
In fact, many areas are still impassable
and if conditions do not improve by the
weeckend, a considerable alteration to
the routes may be necessary.

The crews of 240 cars start from
Hastings and Blackpool at 1 p.m. on
Tuesday, 8th March, with a special test
on the promenades of each of the seaside
resorts. All entrants converge on
Whitney-on-Wye, where the first car is
due at 2.42 a.m., on 9th March. There-
after odd and even numbers follow a
slightly different route, taking in the
tests at Cadwell Park, after a special
Welsh section. From Harrogate there
is another special stage, this time in
Yorkshire, followed by a compulsory
halt at Blackpool. At 1 p.m., on 10th
March, cars take part in another special
test at Blackpool, and then set out to
cover the Lake District special stages,
which also include four tests.

Silverstone is the scene of the next
test—on 11th March—and then the
cavalcade, or what remains of it, makes
for Prescott for a timed hill-climb, and
then Dunster for the start of the South-
West special stage. At 7.10 a.m. on
12th March, the first car is due to start
the Goodwood test, and then heigh-ho
for the final test and check-in at
Hastings, where a parc fermé will operate
until such time as the R.A.C. see fit to
release the cars.

As one may quite well imagine, even
the introduction of a compulsory halt
of about 12 hours at Blackpool still

means three whole nights of competitive
motoring, during which time competitors
must cover the tricky special road stages.

Truly the event is well-named the
“Rally of the Tests”, but even so, it is
more than likely that it will be won and
lost on the road sections. A fully
illustrated report of the R.A.C. Rally
will appear in our issue dated 18th
March.

WHERE AND WHEN TO SEE THEM
Odd Numbers

8th March: Hastings, Blackpool, Test 1, 13.00
hrs.; Whitney-on-Wye, 18.20; Special Road Stages;
Whitney-on-Wye, 02.42, 9th March: Buxton,
06.42; Oulton Park, Test 2, 08.02; Sleaford, 12.12;
Cadwell Park, Test 3, 13.22; Harrogate, 17.00;
Yorkshire Special Road Stages. 10th March:
Blackpool, 01.45, Compulsory Overnight Halt.
13,00, Test 4, followed by Tests 5, 6 and 7, and
Lake District Special Road Stages. 11th March:
Miinthorpe, 02.40; Lichfield, 07.22; Kenilworth,
08.20; Silverstone, Test 10, 09.44; Hungerford,
12.04; Prescott, Test 9; Old Sodbury, 15.36;
Dunster, 17.56. Rest halt at Blandford of 40 mins.
during South-West Special Road Stages. 12th
March: Crewkerne, 03.28; Stockbridge, 05.24;
Goodwood, Test 11, 07.10; Cuckfield, 09.36;
Hastings Final Control and Test 12, 11.00.

Even Numbers

8th March: Hastings, Blackpool, Whitney-on-Wye
and Welsh Special Stages. 9th March: Sleaford,
Cadwell Park, Test 3; Buxton, Oulton Park,
Test 2; Harrogate; Yorkshire Special Road Stages;
Blackpool. 10th March: Test 4; Lake District
Special Road Stages and Tests 5, 6 and 7:
Milnthorpe. 11th March: Lichfield, Kenilworth,
Prescott, Test 9; Old Sodbury, Silverstone, Test 10;
Hungerford, Blandford, South-West Special Stages
and Compulsory 40 mins. halt at Dunster. 12th
March: Crewkerne, Stockbridge, Goodwood, Test
11; Cuckfield, Hastings.

Times given are for arrival of first car.

SIXTH SESTRIERE RALLY

E opening stages of the Italian

Touring Championship event, the 6th
Sestriere Rally, were marred by an
accident involving the popular French
lady driver, Mme. Sigrand. She crashed
about 16 kiloms. from Perouse, after her
Simca swerved to avoid a lorry. Mme.
Sigrand was taken to hospital with a
fractured skull, but her co-driver, Mme.
Marie-Thérese Ordioni, succumbed to
her injuries.
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After the Monza regularity test, class
leaders were Gatta/Mazzonis (Lancia),
G. Valenzano (Alfa Romeo), Blendl
(Porsche), Wharton/Shanley (Daimler),
Musso (Alfa Romeo), Ciolfi (Fiat) and
Balzarini (Moretti).

Best time on the Tresende-Aprica hill-
climb was made by P. Valenzano
(Lancia), with 3 mins. 28 secs., his
brother being runner-up with an Alfa
Romeo. Wharton was second to a
220 Mercedes in his class.

At Florence, 29 of the 68 starters had
retired.

EUROPEAN TOURING
CHAMPIONSHIP

IT is confirmed that both normal series

and Grand Touring production
machines are eligible for the 1955
Touring Championships. Events qualify-
ing are Monte Carlo, Sestriere, Great
Britain, Tulip, Niirburgring, Midnight
Sun, Alpine, Li¢ge-Rome-Liége, Viking,
Lisbon, Geneva and Adriatic. Best
results in any five of the above are
taken into account. Scoring is 10 pts.
to 1 pt. for the first 10 places. A Gold
Medal will be awarded to the champion.

MIKE SPARKEN WINS AT AGADIR

Victory for French Driver of “Los
Amigos” With New 750S Ferrari
AsT Sunday’s International sports car
race at Agadir was a brilliant victory

for the young Parisian driver, Mike

Sparken, in his recently acquired 3-litre

750S Ferrari. He survived a fierce

challenge from the two 3-litre Gordinis
driven by Bordoni and André Guelfi,
which were second and third respectively.

Guelfi set up a new record for the 2.436

kilometres circuit with 1 min. 26.2 secs.

(101.735 k.p.h.). British entrants Graham

Whitehead (Aston Martin DB3S) and

Duncan Hamilton (Jaguar Type D) both

retired.

Lacaze’s “tank” Renault won the 1,000
c.c. event from Stempert’s Panhard. The
1,500 c.c. class went to Storez (Porsche).
Mme. Annie Bousquet (Porsche) hit a
straw bale and was slightly injured. The
1,500-2,000 c.c. category saw a tremend-
ous battle between Guelfi (Gordini),
Mantovani (Ferrari) and Della-Favera
(Ferrari). Guelfi set fastest lap in 1 min.
30.3 secs. (96.797 k.p.h.), but stopped
near the end with plug trouble. Lacaze’s
new streamlined Simca hit the straw bales
and was considerably bent. Della-Favera
was chased home by Bourelly’s Gordini.

* * *

E Motorists’ Travel Club, Ltd., of

109 Piccadilly, London, W.1, have
laid on an air travel service for those
wishing to go to the “24 Hours” on
11th/12th June. Originally arranged for
members of the B.A.R.C., this service
is now open to anyone, and fares from
Waterloo Air Terminal to Le Mans are
from £14 return. Further information
can be obtained from the above address.

MARCUS REDIVIVUS: Surely the
oldest car in the world still running, this
is the vehicle built in 1875 by Siegfried
Marcus in Vienna. It has been in the
Museum of Technology at Vienna since
1918, but was taken out in 1950 to com-
plete two trips. Here it is, en route to
Stockholm, with museum directors and
friends aboard.
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Toughest-Ever "Targa’

Both Snow and Ice in Oxford University
M.D.C’s “Targa Rusticana” Rally

RALLIES run by the university clubs are
noted for their toughness, but this

one will stand out in the memory of

even the most regular competitor.

A telegraphic start was devised which
involved the use of certain controls fixed
by the organizers, and required some
careful planning if the apparently easy
schedule was to be maintained on icy
roads. To people living in the south-
east, Marlow proved the obvious starting
point, and the normally peaceful post
office resounded with clumping boots and
booming exhausts.

It is unfortunate that early numbers
arrived at a critical route check before
the marshal had put up the notice, so
the whole ingeniously contrived section
had to be discounted.

The start proper was at the Curfew
Garage at Moreton-in-Marsh, anq a
rapidly falling temperature, recollections
of recent news reports, and an announce-
ment that the start was to be dele}yed
one hour because some of the organizers
were stranded in the snow gave a rather
dramatic send-off to the event. )

The beginning was an “Eight Clubs”
section, where numbers shown at route
checks are collated to give a map refer-
ence of a time control, the route checks
themselves being also designated by map
references. Quite a number of cars were
unable to visit the first of these because
of wheelspin, a few minutes from the
start, and for the first of many times
competitors had to look to their maps
for another way round.

The route wound westwards through
the Vale of Evesham, Upton-upon-
Severn, through the Malvern Hills to
terminate near Bromyard, practically all
on small lanes still well covered with
SNOW.

At the time control, without a
moment’s break, the marked map for
the “London Rally” section was handed
out, together with the card for noting
down code words, and showing a num-
ber of deletions. The map was No. 129,
and the organizers’ gambit was immedi-
ately apparent. A number of valleys
run parallel north-east and south-west,
each one containing a control, and the
hills in between showed a network—
attractive choice—of small lanes all
amongst a fine shading of contour lines.
The obvious route to the first of these
took one through a series of mountainous
snow drifts upon which a snow plough
had made such impression that a good
trials car, well driven, could have made
it with ease. Some navigators, shaken
by this experience, went to No. 2 by
ng “main” roads which went off the
of the map, only to find reports
he direct route had been easy. The
route to No. 3 was clear, but

a steep humpback bridge,
with ice, which gave directly to

B'O,

-

a 2d and a stone wall. This wall
received competitor after competitor with
mass mpartiality, all mercifully at

very low speed. Point 4 was on a main
road, oddly enough, but at 1,100 feet
altitude. Emboldened by experience and
the fact that the main road route was
more than twice as long, most navigators

1§

*

ALPINE: An appro-
priately named car
for the conditions
was used by F.
Allingham, seen
leaving the start at
Moreton-in-Marsh.

*

tried to get there by the lanes, only to
find road after road impassable, and all
the others blocked by helpless competi-
tors. Mutual aid societies sprang up
overnight, and whole blocks of cars were
turned hopefully in some new direction.
Hours were lost here.

So many of the roads to No. 5 were
impassable that the long main route
would have paid off handsomely, but
many brave spirits battled and struggled
with chains and spades, displaying the
rugged determination which makes
British rally drivers the wonder of the
racing world.

By now nobody tried to go straight to
No. 6; Brown Clee Hill stood squarely
in the way. Main roads in a condition
which would make the average motorist
blench were negotiated at high speed,
and battered time schedules received new
hope.

The cross country route to No. 7 was
so short that it just had to be tried, and
it caused practically no difficulty, except
to the writer, who travelled this stage in
the boot of a modern saloon car to give
it wheelgrip, gazing sorrowfully into the
past.

No. 8 was another borderline case.
The direct road went over a place called
“Folly Bank”, so we, at least, went by
the main road about three miles longer.
From here it was a simple main road
run to Craven Arms where there was a
compulsory stop, food and petrol. Also
a brisk interchange of lurid reminiscence
through an atmosphere of steaming
socks.

Refreshed, and in the early dawn,
another “Eight Clubs” section was
attempted. Again the controls were
assiduously placed in minor roads in
valleys calculated to receive and retain
any chainless car until the next thaw.
Time penalties depended mainly on the
luck or otherwise of finding a climbable
exit not blocked by other competitors.
This time the hazard of meeting other
cars without the benefit of headlamps
became apparent and several drivers now
had to make voluntary excursions into
the snow to avoid head-on encounters.
One extremely prominent rally driver
forced a DKW into the ditch and con-
tinued on his way regardless, thus
depriving the Sonderklasse trio of an
otherwise certain team prize. The
cameraderie of section 3-4 had evidently
evaporated.

A third “Eight Clubs” section, now in
bright sunlight, served to return the sur-
vivors to Moreton-in-Marsh, though
this same sunlight, by thawing the surface
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of hard packed snow, produced the most

slippery surfaces imaginable. As the
route still mostly comprised lanes with
incessant corners, drivers were kept
remorselessly on the alert. With com-
mendable judgment the organizers in-
cluded one good long stretch of fast
main road which chanced to be quite
dry; it was heaven.

Anybody who covered the whole of
this rally without bumping the car
against anything has my permission to
account himself a fully qualified ice
driver.

HOLLAND BIRKETT.
Provisional Results

Best Performance: B, Gosling (Morris Minor
Traveller), Navigators, A, J. Edwards and P. Mayer,
115 marks lost; 2, J, M, Burn (DKW), 139; 3, A.
Nesbitt (Volkswagen), 142; 4, B. Charlesworth
M.G. TF), 186; 5, R, Utley (DKW), and C.
Toomer (TR2), 160 (tie); 7, F. R. Abraham (Morris
Minor), 169; 8, P, P. Ford (Zephyr), 173; 9,
G. E. Tapp (Anglia), 174.

NORTH STAFFS DINNER/DANCE
NOWSTORMS may have caused many
empty places at the fourth annual

dinner/dance of the North Staffs M.C.,

at the North Stafford Hotel, Stoke, on

23rd February, but it was an extremely
well-attended affair nevertheless. In the
chair was Roy Taylor, one of the
originators of the club, and surely about
the most enthusiastic clubman in these
isles (ask Bugatti O.C. members). Guest
of honour was the Editor of AUTOSPORT,
who also presented the season’s awards.

This had an interesting sequel. During

his reply to Alfred Hitching’s speech,

“G. G.” told a story concerning a certain

utensil which is produced in large num-

bers in the Potteries. After the awards
were presented—and an imposing array
they made—Roy Taylor announced that
it had been decided to make the presenter

a special memento. This would be

shaped and fired specially in one of the

best known pottery works in the “Five

Towns”, and would be a very elegant

utensil, suitably inscribed and having

five ornate handles.

A bouquet of flowers was presented
to Mrs. Roy Taylor on behalf of the
club’s committee, and there was special
reference to the hard work put in by
Harold Greenwood as secretary. This is
one of the more ambitious clubs, and it
was confirmed that a race meeting will
be staged at Oulton Park in April, in
addition to the popular end-of-season
meeting at Silverstone. Rallies are
becoming increasingly popular with
members, and several now compete regu-
larly in major events, having received a
taste for the sport in North Staffs affairs.
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WELSH WIN FOR WADDINGTON

Prefect Beats Healey in Blackpocol
and Fylde’s 300-Mile Rally

OHN WADDINGTON is fast making a

name for himself in the rally world,
for after recent victories he added to
his credit the 4th Welsh Rally, run by
the Blackpool and Fylde Club on 19th/
20th February. In his Ford Prefect he
gained a 22-mark victory over P. B.
Dann after some sticky going of 300
miles mainly in North Wales.

Thirty-nine starters left the Castle at
Chester on the Saturday night, which
was mainly clear but bitterly cold.
J. Summers looked anything but warm
in his very stark Jack Clegg-built Clegg
Special, but he and his fair lady pas-
senger went happily away hoping to
repeat last year’s victory. Guy Martin
was no better placed in his own year-
old Marford, but was hoping that his
8-horse engine would see him through.

J. P. Baldam hoped to forestall the
threatening weather by running his Brad-
ford van instead of the TR2. As a
contrast to the more spartan types Gillie
Briscoe was sitting cosy and shirtsleeved
in his Triumph Roadster.

A. H. (Joe) Hill led the parade in his
Renault, whi'e the last man away was
John Butterworth, on leave from the
Engineers. John left in his H.R.G.
hoping for better luck than last year
when he went off the road backwards.
But alas for hopes! He retired during
the night watches. This fate also befell
21 other aspirants to fame and one at
least—Ted Lund (TR2)—was still in
Chester the following morning!

The route lay south from Chester to
Llanidloes and then by way of Rhayader
to the southernmost point at Abbey
Cwmbhir (freely translated as Abbey
Comehither).

From here a return was made via

RARA AVIS at the
start of the Black-
pool and  Fylde
M.C’s 4th Welsh
Rally is this 1925
Cottin et Desgouttes,
owned by F. Q. C.
Sandys.

Llangollen, but by this time many marks
had been lost, Joe Hill being one of
those in arrears. Vernon Pilkington,
making a return to competition in an
M.G., was also some marks to the bad,
but Mrs. Peggy Murdoch was pressing
on in spite of the debit.

A night stop for petrol had been
arranged with a one-hour break for
coflee—if the competitors had brought
any.

The last check before Blackpool was in
Cheshire where, barring accidents, John
Waddington looked like carrying it off,
although only seven marks to the good.
But then P. B. Dann blotted his book
at the last control—and John was home
and dry.

WILSON ROGERS.

Provisional Results

Dr. Hardman Trophy (best performance): J. W.
Waddington (Ford), 45 marks lost.

Stirrup & Sons Trophy (next best): P. B. Dann
(Healey), 67.

Third: R. Hebden (M.G.), 78. First Class
Awards: P, D, Heald (TR2), 82; G. Bradley (A40),
102, Second Class Awards: E. B. Stott (Hillman),
108; P. Murdoch (Hillman), 109; H. I. Pabst
(Anglia), 117; C. Murray (Sunbeam-Talbot), 118;

. V. G. Marfin (Marford), 121; V. Pilkington
M.G)), 123.

THE JACOBEAN TROPIHY TRIAL

HE North London Enthusiasts’ C.C.

Jacobean Trophy Trial took place on
20th February, and the start of the road
section might well have been in
Switzerland, instead of Hatfield. @ The
sun shone down weakly, if not very
warmly, upon a countryside clothed in
white, but conditions during the day
were not nearly as bad as the weather on
the preceding days had led the organizers
to hope for. Even so, no ties occurred
in the final score and the entry was
sorted out pretty well. The event was
divided into three sections: a three-part
road section containing a number of
passage controls with a separate time
limit; a regularity section embracing
some 10 miles of quite intricate twisting
and turning, sub-divided by two secret
controls, the average throughout being
20 m.p.h.; and the three driving tests,
which were carried out successfully
although the surface was hardly ideal
for maximum “g” braking. The start
was from W, Waters & Son, Ltd., Hat-
field, who gave the organizers every
facility; the finish was the White Horse
Inn, Hertingfordbury, where equally
first-class facilities were enjoyed. The
tests were laid out at Whelpley Hill, and
called for driver dexterity to a marked
degree; and ham and eggs were con-

sumed by some competitors at the cafe
at the compulsory stop. The regularity
section caught everyone napping in
varying degrees, outstandingly good
figures being returned by M. A. Turner
(Sunbeam-Talbot), M. F. Allott (Dellow)
and F. J. White (TC).  Hugh Pickles,
with Ken Jones navigating, performed
brilliantly on the road section, losing
only 30 marks for the first part, but
none for the second or third parts.

} The special test, for ties, was not taken
into account in the final results. The
event covered about 90 miles in
Hertfordshire.

s Results

Jacobean Trophy: I. F. Walker (Prefect), N.L.E.

Yew Tree Cup: A. J. Blair (Plus 4), Herts.

First Class Awards: N, H. Dangerfield (Minx),
P.S.M.C.; R. N. Richards (Robroy), Chiltern;
J. F. Bradley (TD), London; K. Holloway (TR2)
M.G.; E. R. Swurt (Vanguard), Herts; R. F
Ruggles (TF), PS.M.C

Second Class Awards: D. D. Render (Consul)
N.L.E.; K. W. Barrow (54 Anglia), C'rcle; D. R
Wilkinson (A40 Sports), P.S.M.C.; J. B. Blunsden

(’55 Anglia), P.S.M.C.; R. B. Stuart (Prefect),
N.L.E.

Third Class Awards: R. M. Smart (V.W), N.L.E.;
R. E. Roberts (Aprilia), P.S.M.C.; E. D. Woolley
(Porsche), London; A. G. Eke (Vanguard), Herts;
E. B. Kay (XK 120), Herts.

Team Winners: R. F. Ruggles and D. R.
Wilkinson (P.S.M.C. Term A).

N.B.—Chief Navigators in Jacobean and Yew Tree
winning crews receive awards.

)
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BRIAN LEWIS TROPHY GOES
TO BARDEN

REALLY excellent entry, including

most of the “names” in the Southern

trials world, was received for the Maid-
stone and Mid-Kent M.C.’s Brian Lewis
Trophy Trial on Sunday, 27th February.
Only Tony Marsh and S. R. Seeley failed
to start, the remaining 26 competitors
leaving the Rootes Car Park, Maidstone,
at one-minute intervals from 10 o’clock.
A particularly pleasing feature of the
entry list was that no less than eight
were new to the trials game, and com-
peting in their very first event. The
marque Cannon was well represented, a
study in evolution being provided by
Michael Cannon’s own Mark V, Geoff
Newman’s Mark VII and the very
latest, Jim Appleton’s Mark VIIL.

The event was based on the nearby
Boxley Hills, site of the last R.A.C.
Championship Trial, and included the
well-known “Horror”. Of the 17 hills
used, only nine were climbed, for good
conditions in the morning soon gave way
to surfaces devoid of wheelgrip. With
the aid of a little sunshine, the hard-
packed snow and ice deteriorated into
thick, glutinous mud, and many com-
petitors found themselves unable to reach
even the starting areas of some sections.
Not unexpectediy, the “Horror” beat the
entire field. Highest up was Mike
Cannon—a performance which helped
him to win the Cannon Trophy!—fol-
lowed by Newman and Appleton, all
three in Cannon Specials.

However, the results showed that
Geoff Newman, the Trials Champion,
had gained only a first class award, and
the Brian Lewis Trophy went to Percy
Barden (P.A.B.) for his steady, unspec-
tacular driving . The only retirement was
that of L. Newey, who experienced
clutch trouble, and the novice award
went to R. Davis, who did extremely
well to finish eighth in general classifi-
cation. The awards were presented by

Mrs. Jane Waugh.
Results
Brian Lewis Trophy: P. A. Barden (P.A.B.), 35
marks lost.
Fred Grant Trophy: M. H. Lawson (M. & L), 51.
2Cmmon Trophy: M. R. B. Cannon (Cannon V),

First Class Awards: G. E. Newman (Cannon
VID, 54; R. W. Faulkner (Paul Spl.), 58; J. H.
Appleton (Cannon VIID, 65.

Team Award: Barden, Lawson and Appleton.

Novice Award: R. Davis (Ford Spl), 71.

JEANS RALLY CANCELLED

ANY roads being blocked by snow,

the Liverpool M.C.s Jeans Gold
Cup Rally was cance'led. It was to have
been held on 26th/27th February.

=l | R
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United Hospitals On Ice

Many Competitors Retire in Cleverly Organized Rosette Rally
—F. W. Scott/G. S. Sutcliffe (Hillman) Win Premier Award

pe U.H.U.LM.C. Rosette Rally was

notable for three things. Extreme
cold and treacherous road surfaces, a
vindication of the clover-leaf route
system, and the fact that no competitor
was heard to complain about any
organization detail.

Based upon the Venture restaurant on
the Basingstoke By-pass, the event was
in four parts. In the afternoon com-
petitors converged along routes of their
own choosing indicated by telegrams
sent from various towns. The task was
to average not less than 25 m.p.h. as
measured in straight lines between tele-
grams, over any mileage. Long dis-
tances ea:ned a mark or two extra, and
except for a few who didn’t make the
25, competitors earned themselves any-
thing from 95 to 99 marks, to be lost in
the rally proper at the rate of one per
minute late at nine controls. st

After supper the three navigation
loops were run simultaneously, and they
we e all kept within the confines of
Ordnance sheet 168, Winchester area.
The three cards were titled “Navigator's
Nightmare”, “Tortured Tyres” and “Six
Tenths”. The first-named comprised a
considerable exercise in map-searching
and geometrical plotting. To take an
example from the card at random:—

A helicopter riscs vertically 371 ft. from the
cross-roads, which is 100 ft. lower than 531277,
and which is 5.760 yds. from Micheldever station.
It flies on a bearing of 3124 degrees at constant
height, until it crashes on a hillside. The _pilot
crawls to the nearest roadside, and continues
Northwards along it until he, too, finds the
control

There were 11 of these gems, and 40
minutes allowed for plotting them. Most
peop'e required more time than this,
although nobody appeared to find the
problems insoluble. ~ The tour of con-
trols took one into that incredibly rustic
area around the Hants, Berks and Wilts
county boundary junction, where there
was a special test. This comprised a
short navigational section up and down
the Inkpen escarpment, which had to be
done to a schedule made quite impossible
by the ice patches on the roads. Dr.
Mike Smart (Triumph TR2) made best
performance.

On the return leg of the loop the
organizers had laid the Trap, into which
a number of competitors fell. —The
choice of route between two controls lay
among three possibles all involving un-
made tracks. Those who selected one
of these, looking quite innocuous on the
map, found themselves descending into
ever thickening undergrowth and unable
to reverse because of the gradient and
the snow, finally unable to proceed be-
cause of vegetation. The writer will
never forget felling a tree with a snow
shovel, then proceeding perhaps six car
lengths to be confronted with a stout
barbed wire fence, and no possib'e hope
of turning round. It made it difficult to
average 30 m.p.h.

The loop called “Six Tenths” was a
comparatively simple affair. Eleven map
references had to be plotted, one of them
bei ime control. These had to be
1 local information noted down

! The course led right round
the southern part of the map in a wide

semi-circle, and the more time one spent
wondering which way round to go to
make the time control, the later one
was checking in there. Deep snow
abounded on this part, which during the
later part of the night became highly
polished by the competitors and very
dicey indeed. Unmetalled roads still
abounded but nothing of a wholly
diabolical nature, except perhaps a bit
of Roman road near Barton Stacey
which, harmless enough at each end, had
huge ruts in the middle. Some people
rashly took this to save a mere mile of
good road. Whether one cou!d do this
loop on time driving at only six-tenths,
however, is problematical.

“Tortured Tyres” incorporated an
adaptation of a device originally used
by the Bentley Drivers’ Club. One was
called upon to negotiate every crossing
of the main railway line between a
bridge near Basingstoke and the Win-
chester main station, excluding un-
coloured roads, and each one in the
coirect alternate direction. At each
bridge a card with a letter and number
was placed by the roadside, in the style
originated in the Eight Clubs Rally, so
that at the end of the section a six-letter
word enabled one to construct the refer-
ence number of the next control. Then
to the same time control which had
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been used in the “Six Tenths” section
and back to Basingstoke via half a dozen
more ‘“local information” points defined
by map 1eferences.

Inevitably a lot of competitors had
been clumped by the outside of corners
and David Findlay used his Austin
Heavy Twelve to good effect as a rescue
machine.

The clover-leaf route, from which the
event is named, not only so scattered
competitors that hardly any residents
can have appreciated that a rally was in
progress, but meant that any bit of
bother which occurred on an icy corner
was not immediately complicated by the
arrival of another car with locked
wheels. A competitor who overshot a
turning, for example, was almost always
able to reverse back without creating an
incident.  Thus the potential accident
rate was substantially reduced as com-
pared with the car-a-minute type of rally
in similar weather conditions. The
organizers this year were Bob Gotts and
Barry Hardcastle.

HoOLLAND BIRKETT.
Results

Best Performance: F. W. Scott (Hillman),
navigator, G. S. Sutcliffe, + 29 marks.

Class A, up to 1,300 c.c.: J. N. Eldeen (H.R.G)),
+ 12.

Class B, over 1,300 c.c.: R. A, B, Macfie (TR2),
+ 54.

First Class Awards: T. A. M. Pigott (Sunbeam
Alpine), + 46; J. M. Burn (Frazer-Nash), + 29;
J. A. Lanz (Sunbeam-Talbot 90), — 3; J. R.
Waller (M.G. Magnette), — 5; J. B. Morley
(BMW), — 6; G. J. Butcher (Singer), — 20.

MOONBEAM MIXTURE

Only Two Clean Sheets at Finish of Scottish S.C.C. Rally

Scottish  Sporting Car Club’s
Moonbeam Rally, on 18th February,
suffered from the mixed weather pre-
vailing and was a satisfyingly unsatisfy-
ing event—if you know what we mean.
It was satisfying insofar as icy road
sections were interspersed with sections
where soft snow lay some three inches
deep. This made driving conditions
tricky and kept navigators at panic
stations as they tried to check the route
while wondering if their drivers could
cope.

The unsatisfying part of the Moon-
beam was the fact that those conditions
prevented the laying out of two of the
driving tests, and as these were a lead-
in to the third section of the route,
this had to be scrubbed and a “free”
section inserted to bring competitors
back on to their route sheets. Two route
checks were left unmanned, which,
despite our sympathy for marshals, we
consider to be a proceeding profiting
the carefree and penalizing the competi-
tor who follows his regs. and route
implicitly.

Nevertheless, this Moonbeam was an
enjoyable event and the toughness of
the Bowdlerized version is proved by
the fact that only two competitors,
Ninian Paterson (M.G.) and David Jack
(Riley), got through the road sections
clean, the results of the night’s only
driving test being used to settle the tie.

On the “free” section between con-
trols three and four, a hill road from
Denny to Carronbridge caused much

heartburning and Ninian Paterson (M.G.)
went skidding into a ditch, while the
Zephyr and Anglia of Nigel Kennedy
and Hamish Wilson respectively went
up like a monkey on a stick. Triumph
TR2s were seen lying at odd angles,
and Craig Dymock was seen with an
outsize shovel—brought back from the
“Monte”, no doubt—digging a path for
his Standard Vanguard, while the brakes
of the M.G. behind him froze solid on
the drums.

The only driving test of the event
was held in a quarry, high up in the
Campsies. Pat Melville (Citroén), W. W.
Clarkson (Renault) and L. Archer (Vaux-
hall) were good here, being among the
early numbers of the entry, but later
competitors found the snow hard-packed
and the surface like a skating rink.

In the final road section, David Jack
(Riley) lost his exhaust system, and, in
the middle of the snowy wastes of no-
where, Pat Melville’s crew were heard
doing the odd bit of quiet binding as
they fitted the spare wheel after a
puncture.

A. N. Forp.
Results

Premier Award: N, L. Paterson (M.G.), 0 marks
lost. Class Awards. Closed cars, up to 950 c.c.:
W. W. Clarkson (Renau't), 2. Closed cars, 951-
1,600 c.c.: H. Wilson (Ford), 6; G. D. W. Organ
(Volkswagen), 11; T. I. Robertson (Austin), 12.
Closed cars, over 1,600 c.c.: D. Jack (Riley), 0;
N. A. Kennedy (Furd Zephyr), 4; A. A. Kelton
(Riley), 5. Open cars, unlimited: R. E. Evans
(Austin-Healey), 3; H. Taylor M.G.), 5;
A. D. R. McAslan (Triumph TR2), 8; J. McN.

Brown (Triumph TR2), 12; H. F, Sturrock
(Morgan), 12.
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THE SPORTS REVIS

Reg Bicknell's Borgward-engined 13-litre
sports car, embodying many 500 c.c.
Revis features

(Right) The short wheelbase and extreme
compactness of the design are apparent
from this view; the height of the Borg-
ward engine necessitates the central pro-
truberance on the bonnet.
(Below, left) Front end details, as re-
vealed by bonnet removal; the engine,
from which 100 b.h.p. may be redlized, is
mounted well back. Suspension follows
the established Revis pattern.

(Below, right) Again following his F3
style, the sports car incorporates similar
rear swing axles, with tubular radius
arms; a single brake drum is set inboard;
suspension is by rubber strands.

(Right) Making the best of the problem,
the body designer has embodied the
mirror in the back of the engine fairing.
The exhaust system features a motor-
cycle-type cylindrical silencer.

SPEED SEASON STARTS

1s Sunday, 6th March, the Cam-

bridge University A.C. Speed Trial will
open Britain’s 1955 racing season. The
course is at Tempsford aerodrome, on
Al, ecight- miles north of Biggleswade.
Some 50 entrics are expected, the list
already including Leslie Marr (Con-
naught), J. Webb (Turner), Chris Threl-
fall (Turner), Ken Richardson (TR2
Triumph and Standard 10), and examples
of E.R.A, Alfa Romeo, Cooper-M.G.,
etc. The course will be opened by a
Mercedes-Benz 300SL.

CRASH-HATS IN PICCADILLY

AsT Friday the British Racing and

Sports Car Club held its annual
dinner-dance at the Park Lane Hotel,
London, with a record attendance.
Guests found at each table cardboard
crash-hats which were donned by many
folk.

Speeches were made by Roy Pearl,
Barclay Inglis, Alfred Moss and Mr.
Reader-Harris, M.P., whose remarks are
referred to in an editorial. Mrs. Alfred
Moss presented the main awards, includ-
ing the AUTOSPORT 500 c.c. Champion-
ship Trophy to 1954 winner Les Leston,
and the AuTosporT Non-Series-Produc-
tion Car Trophy to John Higham.

Dancing started rather sedately to Nat

Temple and his Band, but when
Humphrey  Lyttelton’s Dixie-looking
musicians took over, things really began
to happen. It was Jazz with a capital
“J”, and certainly caused Temple’s boys
to go to town when they re-took the
stand. An excellent cabaret was com-
pered by Macdonald Hobley.

GRUELLING CANADIAN
WINTER RALLY

ALLIES in Canada are not so far as
popular as they are in this country
or on the Continent, but the arctic
winter conditions make them at least as
arduous as any over here. Probably the

AUTOSPORT, MARCH 4, 1955

toughest amongst them is the Canadian
Winter Rally, run over a distance of
approximately 1,600 miles, in the worst

imaginable weather. Although the
entries included representative examples
of most British and Continental makes,
including numerous sports cars, the rally
was won outright by Les Stanley, in a
Volkswagen, with  Harold Wilson
(XK 120) second, and another Volks-
wagen driver, George Harris, third,

On parts of the route more than 6 feet
of snow were encountered; in spite of
this the winning Volkswagen lost only
five penalty marks. Altogether 56 cars
started, 35 of which reached the finish,
but none with a clean sheet,
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CORRESPONDENCE

LU OO

We are delighted to receive letters intended for
publication. The Editor is not, of course, bound to
be in agreement with opinions expressed by readers.

A Crew’s Contribution to Rally Successes

IT is with regret that I note in the issue of AuTosporT for

18th February, 1955, that some firms have publicised the
results obtained in the recent Rallye Monte-Carlo in the names
of the first drivers only.

As I have yet to see an advertisement for a Le Mans success
omitting the name of the second driver, the logical assumption
can only be that in the minds of these firms, and possibly
therefore in the minds of some of your readers also, the
effort(s) of the crew(s) of the ladies and gentlemen named were
of little contribution to the successes so rightly publicised.

This is, I feel, the more unfortunate because rally successes,
more probably than in any other branch of motor sport, are
essentially a crew success.

As the No. 1 driver of a car in the recent “Monte” I can
assure your readers that, even if allowed by regulations, not
one of the persons named could have achieved their successes
single-handed; indeed, sheer physical fatigue would probably
have prevented them from even finishing. :

Further, many experienced competitors considered that this
year accurate navigation and time-keeping were a more
important factor in success than sheer driving ability. :

I feel that the omission of the name of Gunnar Fadum is
particularly discourteous. 3

He was the owner of the winning Sunbeam, but allowed it
to be entered in Per Malling’s name as he was the more
experienced competition driver. JoHN GOTT.

ST. ALBANS, HERTS.

They Also Serve?

NE point that your correspondent (S.P.S.) has omitted from

his report on the “Cat’s Eyes” is that, far from being a
passenger, he was, in fact, a first-class navigator contributing
in no small way to our success. I should be more than pleased
to have him with us on a future occasion. JouN TRIGG.

ESHER, SURREY.

Race Marshalling and Safety

HAVE now seen the film relating to instruction of officials

at motor race meetings, and a very excellent film it is.
(Though I wonder if Patrick Barr really ought to have been
called John, or was it intentional after all?)

It struck me that from the medical or safety point of view,
one important item was missed, namely, that of the safety of
marshals themselves.

Obviously the point on the course would be chosen in the
first place with a view to maximum safety, but it was not
sufficiently emphasized that a marshal should always watch
oncoming traffic, or arrange to have a colleague next to him
to warn him if he should have to be looking the other way,
as might be the case when a corner is being cleared of
obstruction and he is waving a yellow flag.

Furthermore, since I was myself unwise enough to get
knocked down while standing well behind a barricade which
looked trustworthy (the thing disintegrated and a large part
of it sent me flying), never trust a barricade without having a
more or less predetermined escape route, and this should
obviously be at right angles to the line of approach of the
oncoming vehicle. This seems obvious, but experienced people
will frequently remember seeing folk running away from a
car, as if they could run faster than a car can spin. A
moment’s thought on this subject, on arrival at a post, may
stand in very good stead when it comes to split-second
thinking.

Tommy Wisdom once told me, when I was a “new boy”, to
remember that every single car could burst the front tyre
nearest 10 one as it approaches. And towards the end of a
meeting this is still more true, even though one may have
become accustomed to seeing every car pass in safety so far.

SYDENHAM, LonDoON, S.E.26. RONALD PENNY.
P.S.—With respect, Press photographers also please note.
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An Inexpensive Continental Rally

IF Mr. Brian Sugden (“A Private Entrant in the ‘Monte’ ”,

4th February) will be kind enough to send us his address,
we will send him information about the Swedish Rally to the
Midnight Sun which will take place in the middle of June in
Sweden.

STURE AGVALD,
MANAGER, COMPETITIONS DEPARTMENT,
RovaL Swebpisg A.C.

5 BLASIEHOLMSHAMNEN 6, STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN.

Wanted—Modern Successor to the “Cheap” Pre-war Sports Car

THERE appears to be nothing in the small sports car world

these days to attract the would be ex-motor-cyclist, like
the M.G.s, Riley “Imps” and Salmsons of earlier days. Surely
something could be built round a modern 650 c.c. parallel
twin without costing the earth.

For £230 one can buy a motor-cycle capable of over
100 m.p.h. (in favourable conditions), of keeping up 80-85
m.p.h., two up, in all-weather equipment and requiring a
minimum of attention. Also giving 60-70 m.p.g.

To replace this I should like to see a two-seater capable of
75-80 m.p.h. and 40-45 m.p.g., with good acceleration and
handling qualities, with an inclusive price of £650 (£1 per c.c.).

At present the only choice seems to be a second-hand
1,100 c.c. H.R.G. or perhaps a Riley “Imp” or to build the
bally thing myself ¢ la Lotus or Buckler. Which sounds too
much like hard work.

J. CLASSEY.
Lo~NpoN, S.E.5.

Space Frame v. Ladder. The Debate Continues . . .

MR. SHATTOCK'S reply (“How many tubes make a chassis? ™.

18th February) calls for some comment. Basically, Mr.
Costin is right, but I am afraid he didn’t make himself very
clear; the fact that he is an aerodynamicist by trade probably
accounts for that. The real reason for the first letter and
my intervention is Mr. Shattock’s attack on space frames, not
to air structural knowledge.

As Mr. Shattock obviously doesn’t know what a space
frame is, I had better start by defining one so that there is no
confusion between the real article and the object that usually
goes by that name. A space frame is one where all members
are assumed to be in pure tension or compression and to be
incapable of carrying bending or torsion. On that basis you
will find it very difficult to name more than two or three cars
which employ pure space frames; offhand, I can only think
of the XK 120C and the Lotus Mark 8 prototype. To compare
the ladder type of chassis with one of the normal variety of
space frame is only cooking the books in favour of the ladder,
as unless the frame is a proper structure it is virtually a form
of ladder chassis with members carrying bending,

The only true comparison is to examine the two types under
torsion or bending where the weight is constant, so I did some

- rough calculations on a frame which would weigh the same as

the Mark 8 Lotus frame, that is about 40 lb. bare. The
torsional stiffness between wheel centres was 3,000 1b. ft./degree
for the space frame, but only 500 lb. ft./degree for the “two
b—— great tubes”; bending stiffness was roughly in the ratio
of 10 to 1. Assuming no change in geometry, the ladder would
have to weigh roughly 180 1b. for the same stiffness.

In answer to the question as to why so many famous makes
use the “two b—— great tubes”, I think the reason is to be
found in a statement by Lampredi a year or two ago. Speak-
ing of the G.P. car, he said he could see no point in lightening
the chassis when he had more power than he could transmit
to the road at the current unsprung weight ratio, so why go
to a complicated chassis? Apparently he has solved his
suspension troubles, as now I see Lo Squalo has a multi-tube
chassis.

Summing up, I would suggest that if full-depth doors are
required for reasonably high-speed pub crawling, then the
ladder type chassis is ideal and the J.A.G. chassis an excellent
example, but if racing is contemplated then the true space
frame is the only answer. This space frame must be a true
space frame, otherwise it is useless. I suggest you look at an
aircraft space frame type of fuselage for a lead, as there the
only criterion is actual strength for minimum weight, not the
woolly prejudices common in car design.

G. McINTOSH.
HATFIELD, HERTS.

More Correspondence on page 283

i
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R.A.C. CHAMPION for the fourth
consecutive year is Ken Wharton, who
drove both his Cooper and the ex-Mays,
2-litre E.R.A.

ODERN motor racing is very much a

circuits affair, The abundance of
airfields in the British Isles, and the
readiness of the Continentals to close
their roads for Grand Prix or sports car
racing has meant a somewhat thin time
for the driver who specializes in speed
hill-climbing, This branch of the sport
is an exact science, a run starting and
finishing so quickly that no opportunity
is afforded for correcting mistakes.
Before the war hill-climbing enjoyed a
higher status than currently, with the
European Mountain Championships the
highest goal, while names such as
Freiburg, Stelvio, Kesselberg, Mont
Ventoux, La Turbie, etc., were as
familiar as are Rheims, Berne, Pau,
Silverstone and so on, today.

Yet hill-climbing appeals to many
skilled modern drivers, and no doubt,
were prizes and starting money available
on the same scale as in circuit racing,
today’s hill-climbs would attract a wider
and keener range of competition. There
are many fine “men of the hills” in this
country already—Ken Wharton, Michael
Christie, Les Leston, Peter Hughes,
Tony Marsh and Austen May amongst
them, and many potential ones. On the
Continent, once a happy hunting ground
for the Stucks, Caracciolas, Tadinis and
other “mountain kings” of yesteryear,
the most active and successful exponent
in a somewhat apathetic field is the Swiss

SEASONAL SURVEY
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PART VI

1954 HILL-CLIMBS

Ken Wharton is R.A.C. British Champion for 4th Year—
Many Smaller British Events—Dispirited European Season

SECOND, four points behind Wharton,
comes Michael Christie, who also com-
peted both with Coopers and an E.R.A.

Willy Daetwyler, driving his well-known
“Jekyll and Hyde” Alfa Romeo two-
seater, with pre-war 4i-litre Grand Prix
engine and the convenient ability to run
in sports or racing classes with little
trouble other than that entailed in
removing or fitting the wings.

The R.A.C. British Championship

The R.A.C. have done their best to
maintain  post-war interest in hill-
climbing in this country with the annual
British Hill-Climb Championship, and
this year’s qualifying events were six in
number, at Bo’ness, Rest-and-be-Thank-
ful, Bouley Bay, Craigantlet, Prescott
and Shelsley Walsh. It was hoped that
Daetwyler might cross to England to
impart some real international character
to our “international ” climbs, but it did

not prove possible, and so the struggle
for B.T.D.s remained a domestic one,
with 1951, 1952 and 1953 Champion
Ken Wharton being challenged = by
Michael Christie and by the well-known
500 c.c. driver Les Leston in a Cooper
twin. The subsidiary sports car, and
smaller capacity racing car classes,
brought further battles and consequent
excitement for spectators.

The opening round was on 26th June,
at Kinneil, Scotland, on the slopes of
Bo’ness, and warm sunshine greeted the
contestants. Ken Wharton and a pair of
fleet motor cars—one his newly acquired
E.R.A., the famous R4D 2-litre of
Raymond Mays—was amongst those
present, of course, and K. Wharton
(Cooper 1,000) beat K. Wharton (E.R.A.)
with 33.76 secs. to 34.02 secs. These
sufficed for best and second best at the
meeting, a fair day’s work for Smeth-
wick. Mike Christie’s quickest effort in
the Peter Bell 2-litre E.R.A. occupied
34.33 secs. to A. E. Marsh’s 34.45 in the
Cooper twin, while a brilliant 35.66 secs.
on 499 c.c. brought a new Formula 3
class record to Les Leston and his
Cooper. Another excellent performance
was Peter Hughes’s in the Tojeiro-J.A.P.,
when he broke his own class record by
2 secs. with a climb in 36.33 secs.
Wharton’s B.T.D. left the “absolute”
Bo’ness figure still safe in Scottish hands
—Ron Flockhart’s, with E.R.A. R4D.

The climate was in very different
mood the following Saturday, when
round 2 was run at Rest-and-be-Thankful,
farther north in Argyllshire. It rained—
and how it rained that Saturday—and
Glen Croe is so inhospitable in the offer-
ing of shelter for the soaked! Ken
Wharton was absent, driving the Owen
Maserati at sunny Rheims in the French
G.P.,, but Michael Christie and a vanful
of motor cars, Ninian Sanderson, Les

TONY MARSH (above) drove a twin-
cylinder Cooper-J.A.P. to good effect
during the 1954 season. (Leff) Ken
Wharton at work on the slopes of
Craigantlet hill, near Belfast, in a famous
hill-climb car, the 2-litre E.R.A. pre-
viously owned by Raymond Mays and,
in 1952/3. by Ron Flockhart.
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racing car.

Leston, Bertie Bradnack, Bill Sleeman
and several other stalwarts braved the
wrath of the Highland elements and
splashed their way up with praiseworthy
speed. But talk of dogs in mangers!
Michael Christie wasn’t satisfied with
B.T.D. in the blown Cooper of Peter
Bell—he set second B.T.D. in his own
Cooper 1,100, and third B.T.D. in his
2-litre E.R.A.! Ninian  Sanderson
(Staride) beat Les Leston (Cooper) in a
500 c.c. class tussle, and J. D. Sleeman
clocked fourth best of an appalling day
in his Cooper twin. And as all packed
up to leave that uncharitable spot, the
clouds rolled back and bright sunshine
glinted mockingly on departing vehicles.
Maddening!

WITH wings (above) the Swiss driver Willy Daetwyler's
41-litre Alfa Romeo.

WITHOUT wings (right) it becomes a most successful

Daetwyler beat Ken Wharton (E.R.A.) at

Rheineck-Walzenhausen, in Switzerland.

—Ilast climb of the day—when his
54 secs. with the E.R.A. proved .4 sec.
slower than Wharton’s. Gerry Ruddock

(Lester), the Hon. E. G. Greenall
(Cooper) and Tony Marsh (Cooper)
were amongst those who forcibly

found out how tricky the course was.
Bertie Bradnack, that genial man-
mountain who regularly defies all
theories on power/weight ratios by his
perfermances in 500 c.c. and 1,100 c.c.
Coopers, spun a good time away on the
top hairpin, and continued his run—
downhill! Les Leston again showed his
talents by equalling Christie’s third
B.T.D. with 500 c.c. unblown as against
1,098, blown.

Wharton and Christie met again a

NO PLACE (above) for inaccuracies in
driving. W. K. Rutan’s Lester-M.G. in
close proximity to a precipice drop,
edged by rocks, at the Mt. Washington
hill-climb in America.

NAKED “C”: (Right) The hill record

in process of being broken by Sherwood

Johnston in his stripped XK120C Jaguar
Special.

From northern to southern extremes
of the British Isles next went the com-
petitors, to Bouley Bay, on the Channel
Island of Jersey, on 22nd July (a warm
and sunny Thursday). Mr. Wharton
(Cooper) and Mr. Christie (E.R.A. and
Cooper) were both present, and the out-
come of a very exciting afternoon’s sport
was only decided in Christie’s last run
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month later for round 4, at Craigantlet,
Northern Ireland, on the Ulster A.C.’s
famous hill outside Belfast. There again
it was Wharton who collected the top
prize, his 70.11 secs. in R4D break-
ing his 1953 record with the blown
“1100” Cooper. In the latter car, still
going strong after four years of work,
he clocked 71.1, second quickest of
the day, while Mike Christie was a mere
.9 sec. slower in his unblown Cooper;
having damaged the Bell blown machine
during practice.

So to Shelsley Walsh, that amazing
1,000 yards of Worcestershire gradient,
whereon a great succession of racing
motorists have pitted their skill since the
year 1905. Overcast skies on the day of
the International meeting threatened, but
sent no rain, and Ken Wharton, in
magnificent form, broke his June record
in the E.R.A. with a sizzling climb in
35.80 secs. Record breaking was certainly
in the air that day, for Don Parker
(Kieft 500), Peter Hughes (Tojeiro),
Tony Crook (supercharged Cooper-
Bristol) and Nancy Mitchell (works
Cooper) all sent class records tottering.
Though Wharton’s tenure of the 1954
R.A.C. Hill-climb Championship was
now a well-deserved certainty, Mike
Christie did his very best also, scoring
both second and third B.T.D.s with
Cooper and E.R.A. respectively.

The Prescott International on 19th
September wound up the Championship
events, but Wharton already had too big
a lead over Christie for its destiny to be
affected. As things turned out, the
influence of Jupiter Pluvius prevented
either from clocking anything near
B.T.D., and it was a surprised and elated
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Austen May who emerged as fastest
man, driving his cream Mk. VI Cooper
500. His time, 45.22, broke the F.3
record and beat the efforts of Leston,
Bueb and Parker, all made while the hill
was dry. Tony Crook (Cooper-Bristol),
Peter Hughes (Tojeiro-J.A.P.) and Dennis
Poore (DB3S Aston Martin) all broke
class records as well, but then the rains
came, and that was that. Wharton’s
E.R.A. was a non-runner anyway, while
52.12 secs. was his best on the slippery
road in the Cooper. Michael Christie
achieved 50.44 and 49.27, best of all the
Cooper twin times, and a best at 50.43
in the E.R.A. Some International entries
really materialized that day, Georges
Grignard grappling unhappily with the
spinning rear wheels of a 4CLT Maserati,
and Gerard Crombac and Georges Trouis
also being somewhat ill at ease on
Prescott with overgeared D.B.-Panhards.
In contradistinction, Masten Gregory,
of the U.S.A., “tooled” his 41-litre
Ferrari up the sinuous slopes in 53.11
secs., second best to Alex Francis
(H.R.G.-Mercury) in the unlimited sports
class. Altogether a very good meeting,

with unanticipated results, to celebrate

the organizing Bugatti O.C.’s silver
jubilee, and to wind up the Champion-
ship year. And though on this occasion
Ken Wharton did not win, his four best
performances in other climbs clinched
his well-earned right to the title British
Hill-climb Champion—for the fourth
successive year!

Other Home Fixtures

AT hill-climbing is popular is stressed
by the number of non-Championship
events featured in the British and Irish
calendars of 1954. There were over 30
fixtures, some of them small club affairs
staged on a local gradient, others at
established venues—but all were enthusi-
astically supported, and all proved
successful.
The S. Wales A.C. kicked off the
season on 3rd April with their climb

NEW RECORD (Above)
for  Eugenio Castellotti
(3.3-litre  Lancia) in the
Aosta-Grand St. Bernard

Italy,
*

NEW RECORD (Left) for

Theo Helfrich (500 c.c.

Cooper) in the Rabassada

‘international hill-climb in
Spain.

at Castel Farm, Bridgend, on a day of
heavy mist. Undeterred, Jack William-
son clocked B.T.D. in his Bentley, just
+ sec. quicker than Cyril Wick’s Allard.
A week later, at the B.A.R.C. (S.W.)
meeting at Brunton, brother Maurice
Wick (Allard) was best, breaking Cripps’s
old record.

Easter brought two hill-climbs, one at
Lydstep, Wales, where Tony Marsh won
with his Cooper twin; the other at
Trengwainton, Cornwall, in which David
Watts cracked the old record with his
newly acquired sports Cooper-Bristol.
Over to Eire, then, for the Dungarvan
climb in Tipperary on 25th April, where
Redmond Gallagher’s blown 1,000 c.c.
Leprechaun-J.LA.P, took the honours:
north of the border, in Antrim, a week
later came the Cairncastle event.
Records flew this time, Laurie McGladery
knocking 2 secs. off Titterington’s old

international hill-climb in
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figure in an Allard, driving a new version
of the sensational four-wheel-drive
McCandless 500.

At Prescott on 9th May was held the
Bugatti O.C.’s national hill-climb, where
Mike Christie took best and second best
times of day in Cooper and E.R.A.
respectively; Tony Marsh (Cooper) was
third, while Les Leston (Cooper) put up
a new Formula 3 record, and E. P.
Scragg (Alta-Jaguar) established new
sports car figures.

Back in Eire the following week-end,
the Farmer's Cross climb in Cork was
won by Len Earl with a Vanguard
Special. McGladery regrettably crashed
the McCandless in practice and could
not run. The Herts County A. and
A.C. meeting at Westbrook Hay on 22nd
May brought another B.T.D. to Tony
Marsh, who beat Michael Christie
(Cooper).

For the Enniskerry hill-climb on 29th
May, Joe Flynn borrowed back his
newly sold blown M.G. to set up B.T.D.;
at Syonfin, Co. Tyrone, a week after, it
was Sidney Durbidge’s day with the
Griffen (Griphon, Griffin, Gryphon?),
until the late J. Quinn equalled his time
with the V8-engined S.A.M. Pouring rain
attended the second Castel Farm fixture
of the SW.A.C,, when M. Seal (TR2)
and M. Charles (XK 120) jointly set best
times. At Prescott on 13th June, Dick
Henderson proved fastest in his Cooper
at the B.O.C. Members’ meeting, head-
ing Greenall, Marsh and Christie. The
following day Eire’s Stepaside climb went

(Continued on page 276)

R.A.C. BRITISH HILL-CLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP. 1954

PROVISIONAL PLACINGS, FIRST SIX

Bl ant Carle Bo'ness R‘le“?ntz;ﬁi?;?e— Bouley Bay Craigantlet Shelsley Walsh Prescott To]tgzlstl’;ic:ﬁ: in

26th June 3rd July ’ 22nd July 14th August 29th August 19th September Performances
K. Wharton (Cooper and ER.A.) .. 10 <l \ 10 10 10 ,‘ = 40
M. A H.Christie(Coopersand E.R.A.) | 8 gt 8 e \ i ,‘ 36
L. Leston (Coopers) 3 5 ‘ 8 = 2 6 | 2
J. D. Sleeman (Cooper) 5 7 2 — — — 14
A. E. Marsh (Cooper) 7 — 1 ‘ = 5 ‘ oy 13
Hon. E. G. Greenall (Cooper) 6 3 3 # e = — % 12

System of Scoring: B.T.D., 10 points; 2nd, 9; 3rd, 8; 4th, 7; 5th, 6; 6th, 5; 7th, 4; 8th, 3; 9th, 2; 10th, 1. Driver’s best four performances to count.
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SHELL present

a new multigrade o1l

in the Shell X-100 range

10W/30—gives

more m.p.g. and even longer engine life

This additional grade in the Shell X-100 range has all the advantages that have made
this famous oil the choice of millions of car-owaers all over the world. It fights acid
action, main cause of engine wear, so giving longer engine life. It keeps your engine clean
and sweet running. And in addition, Shell X-100 10W/30 has remarkable new properties.

A new component ensures that Shell X-100 10W/30 flows as freely IMPORTANT: Shell X-100 10W/
as a normal 10W grade oil when cold, yet is as thick as a normal 30 grade 30 gives best results in four-

oil when hot. From freezing point to racing heat your engine enjoys perfect ~Stroke petrol engines in good
3 mechanical condition. Like all

ooy e

lubrication.

Costs more — but worth it. This
new component is expensive to make;
the new grade is expensive to buy. But
it saves much more than its extra cost.
It guarantees more efficient lubrication
from the very first turns of the starter.
The protective powers of Shell X-100
reach right through the engine im-
mediately, so ensuring even longer engine
life. Shell X-100 10W/30 aiso reduces
oil-drag, relieving strain on the battery
and giving up to 159, more miles per
gallon. And it reduces carbon deposits
—your engine keeps its full power
longer.

SHELL

MOTOR OIL

Advantages of
Shell X-100 10W/30

Is ideal for
¢ stop-start ° motoring

Lubricates instantly,
hot or cold

Protects completely,
hot or cold

Gives up to
159, more m.p.g.

Reduces carbon deposits
—engines keep
full power longer

Eliminates need for
seasonal oil changes

MNEASATATASA

the Shell X-100 range of cils it is
detergent, and if you have not
been using a detergent oil you
are recommended to drain the
sump after the first 500 miles on
the new grade and refill with
fresh oil.

If you normally use S.A.E.20
grade you will find about the
same o0il consumption after
changing to 10W/30. If you are
used to S.A.E.30 you may notice
some increase, but this will be
amply repaid by saving in fuel,
reduction in wear, and a useful
increase in battery life.

Shell X-100 is available in all the
following five grades, S.A.E.
20/20W, 30, 40, 50 and now S.A.E.
10W/30 (Multigrade).

Shell X-100 10W/30 is sold only in sealed tins.

for longer engine life

it fights acid action—main cause of engine wear
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Seasonal Survey—continued

to Mike Kineen’'s XK 120 from Flynn
(M.G.) and Earl (Vanguard Special).

Then came the first Shelsley, on 20th
June. Ken Wharton turned out with
R4D, the Raymond Mays’ 2-litre E.R.A.
newly acquired from Flockhart. The
sun shone; Ken knew the hill, so did
R4D. Result, a new record in 36.58
secs.  Christie (E.R.A.)) and Marsh
(Cooper) were next fastest, while class
wins fell to Crook (Cooper-Bristol),
Leston (Cooper), Stubberfield (Bugatti),
C. Wick (Al.ard), Ruddock (Lester) and
Scragg (Alta-Jaguar).

The Lancs A.C.’s Clerk hill-climb, now
smoother low down but still very “trials”
near the summit, went to J. Clegg’s
Clegg; the Inter-Club Prescott a week
later saw B.T.D. set by Stubberfield
(Bugatti); the Trengwainton climb at the
end of the month proved a Lotus win
for S. T. Broad, by only +% sec. from
Ashley Cleave’s Morris Special. At Val
de Terres, in Guernsey, Bertie Bradnack
(Cooper) won, compensating for his bad
luck at Bouley Bay the previous week.
On 7th August at Great Auclum, 1954
weather made the course s'ippery and
difficult, and Michael Burn (Frazer-Nash)
beat all the racing cars to B.T.D.

Maurice Wick (Allard) repeated his
Brunton performance of April by again
breaking the hill record there on S5th
September. That same day, records also
fell at Firle, the Bentley D.C.’s hill, first
when W. Coleman (Jaguette) clocked
28.49 secs., finishing his run in spec-
tacular fashion when his trackrod broke.
Then up came G. Parker’s Jaguara, to
pare off another 15 sec. and carry off the
new record.

The Morecambe Club’s climb at
Warton, Lancs, on 12th September, was
won by L. Driver (or should it be “L.
Driver”?) in a Frazer-Nash/BMW, from
W. Freed (Jaguar). In S. Wales again
for the third Castel Farm meeting,
Auclum winner Michael Burn collected
another B.T.D. in his Frazer-Nash,
breaking the hill record.  Across the
Irish Sea that same day, Durbidge also

indulged 1n a spot of record-breaking at
Knockagh with his Griphon.

October, and still they came. The
final Lydstep meeting saw Tony Marsh
win in his Dellow, beating Austen May’s
Cooper by over 2 secs. Lastly there
was the West Essex Club’s new “hill”,
a 3-mile stretch at Stapleford aerodrome,
in England’s flattest county, where after
an anything but flat afternoon of racing,
Les Leston emerged with B.T.D. in his
Cooper twin, ahead of Rivers-Fletcher
(Cooper) and Salvadori (Maserati sports).

Foreign Hill-climbs

In Europe the hill-climb season was
but a pale ghost of its pre-war forebears.
Spain, France, Switzerland and Italy
staged events of international status, but,
with the exception of about four meet-
ings, support was largely local.

In March the Spaniards held their
Vallvidrera climb, won by Spaniard
Soler in a Jaguar; in May came the
Planfoy event in France, where Charles
Pozzi (Talbot) pipped Blanc (Talbot) by
1.2 secs. Italy’s Chiusaforte della Nevea
proved a Ferrari triumph for Gerino
Gerini in a 3-litre coupé. Mont
Ventoux was cancelled, so were the
Grossglockner and Kesselberg climbs in
Germany.

But if the Germans couldn’t win on
their own soil, they travelled abroad to
do it—and used British cars. At the
Spanish Rabassada international in June,
Theo Helfrich broke the hill record with
his silver-hued 500 c.c. Cooper, and other
Coopers occupied second, third, fourth,
fifth and sixth positions on time! In
Italy the same month, Franco Bordoni’s
red-painted 3-litre Gordini sports beat
automobili Italiana en masse in the 5.6-
mile Trieste-Opicina event.

On 11th July, Ken Wharton was in
Switzerland with famous R4D, contesting
the Rheineck-Walzenhausen-Lachen hill-
climb with local champion Willy Daet-
wyler, In this case litres and intimate
knowledge of the terrain brought victory
to Daetwyler, but Wharton at least won
his class.
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In Italy, young FEugenio Castellotti
(Lancia 3.3-litre) won the Bolzano-
Mendola affair, and a week or two later
wrought great deeds at the classic Oosta-
Grand St. Bernard meeting, over a
gruelling course containing some 418
curves. Lancia’s “No. 3” went up so
fast that he bettered all racing car figures
and lopped no fewer than 26.7 secs. from
Daetwyler’s old record.

Wharton and Daetwyler met again on
8th August on the Col Bayard, near Gap,
France—and this time the British driver
in 2-litres of E.R.A. beat the Swiss in
43-litres of Alfa Romeo by 3.2 secs.
Amongst class winners were Bayol (D.B.)
and Palacio (Pegaso). Three weeks
later the Swiss champion went to the
Col de la Faucille climb, winning un-
challenged, and leaving his 1953 record
intact,

Three Italian events wound up the
European season, and all fell to Scuderia
Lancia machines. Piero Taruffi won the
194-mile Catania-Etna mountain climb,
while the doughty Castellotti won both
the Bologna-Raticosa and Firenze-Siena
contests, breaking records each time.

Beyond the continent of Europe the
sport thrived as ever. Australia had a
vigorous season, outstanding events
taking place at Rob Roy in March, when
Stan Jones collected major honours
with a Cooper-J.A.P., and at Collingrove
at Eastertime. This meeting constituted
the Australian 1954 Championship, and
resulted in Bill Patterson scoring a
decisive victory with an 880 c.c. Cooper.

Major American hill-climbs included
the Mt. Equinox event in Vermont,
where Bill Lloyd, co-winner at Sebring
in an Osca with Stirling Moss, set a new
record driving a 2.7-litre Ferrari; Giant’s
Despair in July, where Erwin Gold-
schmidt thrice broke the record with a
4.5 Ferrari, and Mt. Washington, New
Hampshire, won by Sherwood Johnston.
The latter was driving his special C-type
Jaguar, practically stripped of bodywork,
a highly effective vehicle on which he
broke the hill record.

C. P
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THE Green Room of the Royal Scottish

A.C. was a very comfortable spot to
be in on the evening of 23rd February.
The central heating made a mockery of
the wintry conditions outside and to add
to the pleasure of the gathering of
Scottish Sporting Car Club members,
David Murray, as well as coming along
to talk about motor racing, had brought
a couple of good Esso films along with
him.

David spoke most interestingly of the
early days of Ecurie Ecosse and of how
successful this Scottish sports racing
team has been in its comparatively brief
existence. He paid tribute to the
mechanical  wizardry of  “Wilkie”
Wilkinson and to the team’s first drivers,
Tan Stewart, Bill Dobson and Sir James
Scott-Douglas, who, in 1952, the Ecurie’s
first season, had 13 wins out of 18
appearances.

Speaking of the future, David told
S.S.C.C. members that he hoped to have
three D-type Jaguars in Edinburgh by
the end of April and that, this season,
Ninian Sanderson, Jimmy Stewart and
Desmond Titterington would be offered

a wheel. With the co-operation that
existed between the Jaguar company and
Ecurie Ecosse, he also hoped that some
of the other works drivers would be
seen in his blue Jaguars, for there was
no doubt that driving with such men as
Tony Rolt was first-class experience for
young drivers.

He spoke of the difficulty of finding a
spot in Scotland to test really fast cars
and to give newcomers a chance of
driving at speeds of more than 150 m.p.h.
Hé was optimistic about this and thought
the growing public interest in motor
racing would help, but it was difficult,
and to drive today’s fast cars, oppor-
tunities were badly needed for practice.

He also looked forward to the day
when Ecurie Ecosse might become a
Scottish Grand Prix team, appearing on
Continental circuits with at least four
cars at their command. The engine and
chassis for those cars was on paper.
David hoped they would be built in
Scotland and he hoped that he would
get assistance, both financially and in
kind. Even the successful Ecurie Ecosse
was far from being a gold mine.

Riley enthusiasts gathered in the Royal
Hotel, Bridge of Allan, the other Sunday
for the annual general meeting of the
Riley M.C.’s Scottish Lowland Centre.
The events run by this club are always
managed competently and there is no
lack of original ideas, but, despite the
grand efforts of Rae Falconer, Ian Welch
and Ian Bennie, worthwhile support has
not been forthcoming. At this meeting,
chairman Tom Purves agreed to a pro-
posal that social members should be
permitted to take part in all the events.
This, we hope, will mean an influx of
new members in every type of car.

* * *

Another of our recent peregrinations
took us down to Dumfries, where we
attended the annual prizegiving and
dance of the South of Scotland Car
Club. A very jolly evening it was, with
Helen Miller, wife of club chairman
Robin Miller, doing the honours and
handing out some very handsome silver-
ware. Francis Bogie, Dr. J. Watson and
Francis Dundas—stalwarts of the sport
in the South—were among the recipients
of sideboard decorations. A “Good
Samaritan” trophy was presented to
Francis Dundas, who on many occasions
has said farewell to chances of an award
in order to assist a fellow competitor in
trouble,
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QU]TE the most intriguing piece of
nomenclature in the trials world
today is the name “Squamigerous”, about
which opinion is divided, to say the
least. Some folk like it, others con-
sider it a foolish whimsy, but I must
say I find it a pleasant change from the
everlasting collection of obscure initials,
or equally dreary round of owner/
builders’ surnames. It is, of course, the
name of Frank Lewis’s trials car, illus-
trated here, and Wilson Rogers tells me
that Mr. Lewis, a Birmingham solicitor,
came across the word in a curious way.
In a Spanish/English dictionary pub-
lished in South America, it was included
in a list of “words in common use in
England”. Be that as it may, “squami-
gerous” certainly seems an ideal adjective
for a mud-plugging trial under particu-
larly glutinous conditions.

* * *

ACING is in the air again, and more

details are to hand of the B.A.R.C.’s
eighteenth members’ meeting at Good-
wood, announced last week. The first
race meeting of the year in this country,
it will be held on 26th March and is an
event entirely for sports cars. There will
be four scratch races and a series of
handicaps, plus a ladies’ handicap race
and one for novices. Entries close on
12th March, and the address of the club
is 55 Park Lane, London W.1. . . .
The Thames Estuary A.C. celebrate their
fourth birthday on 27th March, and to
mark the occasion they are holding an
Anniversary Rally on "that date. It is
a closed event, starting at 10.30 a.m. and
finishing at about 6 p.m. at the Green
Man, Navestock Side, after a 150-mile
tour of East Anglia. Secretary of the
Rally is S. L. Offord, 68 Exford Avenue,
Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex. . . . Change of
date is announced by the Sheffield and
Hallamshire M.C. for their national
Rally of the Dams. Instead of the pub-
lished date of 14th August, it will now
take place on 15th/16th October. . . .
The Tunbridge Wells M.C. will open the
club season at Brands Hatch on 3rd
April with their third annual sprint event.
This is being thrown open to members
of the Aston Martin Owners, B.A.R.C.,
Maidstone and Mid-Kent, 750, Surrey
Sporting, Guildford and V.S.C.C. and
anything short of a pure racing car is
cligible. Inquiries should go to G. W.
Law, 8 Culverdon Park, Tunbridge
Wells, Kent. . . . Activities on the pro-
gramme for members of the Oxford
M.C. include a Tyronian Rally (no,
they’re not going to Austria—this one is
for tyros!) on 6th March, a Point-to-
Point on 3rd April and a full-scale rally
on 6th November, this latter a closed
invitation event. Details from Colin
Share, 17 White Road, Cowley, Oxford.
. . . All types of cars will be catered for
in the West Essex C.C.s annual
Wormingford Speed Trial on Sunday,
3rd April, and the event will be held

*

ALARMING VIEW
of “Squamigerous”,
the F. T. Lewis
trials device, received
from reader Brian
Roberts. Recent per-
formances by Frank
Lewis include third
place in the North
Midland A.C’s Kit-
ching Trophy Trial.

under a National permit. Regulations
may be had from A. J. Beagle, 2 The
Leas, Avon Road, Upminster, Essex. . . .
The B.R.D.C., B.A.R.C. and B.R.S.C.C.
are invited to the Bristol M.C. and
L.C.C.’s first Castle Combe race meeting
of the year, scheduled for 9th April, and
the events planned include a promising
54-mile race for sports cars of all types,
with separate class awards. Regulafions,
in this case, from Mrs. Maurice, Castle
Combe, Chippenham, Wilts. . . . The
Second Daffodil Rally of the Warrington
and D.M.C., which was postponed from
20th February, will be held on 20th
March. It is open to members of the
Mid-Cheshire M.C., Lancashire and
Cheshire C.C, Lancashire A.C.,
M.G.C.C., Wirrall “100” M.C., Chester
M.C. and Rhyl and D.M.C., who should
apply to R. J. Mann, 2 Waverley Avenue,
Dingleway, Appleton, for regulations
and entry forms. . . . Entries close next
Wednesday, 9th March, for the Sutton
Coldfield and North Birmingham A.C.
(yes——Sunbac!) Colmore Trophy Trial,
which, as already announced, will take
place on 19th March. Invited clubs are
the Bristol M.C. and L.C.C., Hagley and
D.L.C.C., Hants and Berks M.C.,
Leicestershire C.C., Shefficld and Hallam-
shire M.C., London M.C. and Lancashire
and Cheshire C.C., and the Secretary of
the Meeting is Jack Woodhouse, ~ 106
Jockey Road, Sutton Coldfield. Instead
of a meeting at the George Hotel,
Solihull, Sunbac members will have a
film show next Thursday, 10th March,
at the Bredon Cross Hotel. . . . There
will be two capacity classes, for cars up
to and over 1,510 c.c,, in the B.A.R.C.’s
(Yorkshire Centre) fifth All Fools’ Rally
on 26th/27th March. The course will
be under 225 miles in length, starting
at 10 p.m. on the Saturday from the
Victoria Hotel, Bradford. Entries close
on 21st March with Mike Wilson, Silver
Royd House, Leeds, 12. . . . A.G.M. of
the Northampton and D.C.C. will be
held on 15th March at the Queen
Eleanor Hotel, Wootton, starting at
8 p.m. At the same venue, a film show
will be held on 22nd March, and the
Queen Elearor will also be used as the
starting point for the club’s Spring Road
Trial on 27th March. J. H. Ivens,
Lynton Cottage, Flore, Northampton,
will close the entry list on 21st March.
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. . . Another Spring Trial, but this time
a_sporting one, will be run on the pre-
vious day, 26th March, by the Mid-
Cheshire M.C. Same closing date, 21st
March, but it is open by invitation to
the London M.C, Yorkshire S.C.C.,
Sunbac, Shenstone and D.C.C., Hagley
and D.L.C.C., North Midlands M.C. and
Sheffield and Hallamshire M.C. Secre-
tary of the Meeting is Dr. A. W. Lilley.
“Herries”, Barrow Lane, Hale Barns,
Cheshire. . . . Open to all (no competition
licences) and rather out of the ordinary
is the A.C. Owners’ Club’s “Rally
Round”, the second edition of which
will be run on 30th April/1st May. This,
you may remember, is a photographic
rally, but not the usual afternoon affair.
Competitors will cover about 150 miles
on the Saturday and some 200 miles on
the Sunday, in pleasant countryside and
on good roads, with an overnight stop
at Great Yarmouth. Details of regula-
tions and awards may be had from
H.CF7. Day, 19 Russell Street, London.
W.C.2.

SNETTERTON SEND-OFF

HE Snetterton season opens on 26th

March, with a meeting organized by
the Snetterton M.R.C., which now has a
membership of some 640 enthusiasts.
Invitations for this first spring meeting
have been sent to the West Essex cc,
Eastern  Counties M.C,, Cambridge
University A.C., Cambridge '50 C.C. and
the B.R.S.C.C.

There will be Formule Libre and F.3
racing car events, and races for 1:200:c.c.,
1,500, 2,750 and unlimited sports cars.
The smaller sports car event has attrac-
ted interest from several potential
“Cooper-Climax” drivers, including
Tommy Sopwith and Jim Russell. Colin
Chapman should be there, Brian Lister
hopes to have his team of new cars in
action, and others will probably include
Jack Sears and Archie Scott-Brown: a
new Lotus-Lister duel should be in evi-
dence. It is hoped that Don Beauman
and Riseley-Prichard will be competing
in the Formule Libre event.

Unfortunately, this meeting clashes
with the B.A.R.C. members’ meeting at
Goodwood on the same day, but it
should provide a substantial attraction
for those farther north and east.
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The “Ntonethrowers™
Stage a Tough One

NCE upon a time trials types looked

upon waterproofing of their car
engines as a routine job to be done or
checked before every trial. Then they
sallied forth and if the organizers had
laid on a watersplash, they turned up
their coat collars, grinned and had a
“go” . . . drowned engines were part of
the game, or acknowledged as due to
bad driving. In this year of Hewison
grace, water causes voices to be raised
in horror and tests laid out on muddy
or greasy surfaces seem to be things that
should not be allowed. In a word, some
of this year’s Hewison Championship
drivers have had such a spate of jazzing
about on nicely metalled crossroads that
they seem to consider it the only yard-
stick by which Hewison competitors
should be judged.

They got a rude awakening in the
Traders’ Cup Trial, run by the
Tipperary Club over a dyed course of
about 30 miles around Clonmel on
Sunday, 13th February. This was a
superb trial and far, far superior to the
endless procession of dreary crossroads
tests we have seen so often this season.
Surfaces varied from metalled roads
through gravel and water to half-thawed
mud, and the 14 tests called for precise
placing of cars and careful throttle
control.

Without doubt this trial favoured
specials, but the saloon boys need not
complain, as they have had by far the
bigger innings this season.  Elmer
Connell, driving “MM 47, scored his
second Hewison victory in a row and
wrested the Traders’ Cup from Val
Baker, who had held it for the last two
seasons,

Any attempt to describe the 14 tests
would fill AUTOSPORT, so let’s pick just
four. “Knocklofty” was crossroads type
stuff in the narrow confines of undulat-
ing quarry tracks. The surface was the
reason for the test, and the thin layer of
partly thawed mud overlying a firm base
meant that driving ability beyond that
required for dicing on “made” roads
was needed. Some very prominent 1955
vintage Hewison drivers have not that
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SPLASHING through the river is Sam
Logan (M.G. TD) at “The Fingerpost”.

ability. Elmer Connell, Val Baker and
Dermot Conway, in that order, showed
that they had, but then they are of the
older vintage. Heber MacMahon proved
that a saloon was no handicap and was
fastest in that class with his Volkswagen.
Then came “The Fingerpost” and the
water! “Start at A and proceed in the
shortest possible time to stop with front
wheels in box BC”. But the regs. did
not mention that between A and B were
two crossings of a small river, with a
mud overlay on the 50 yards of lane
between. The DKW drivers with one
notable exception, B. Cudmore, baulked.
Volkswageners Vince Hartigan, Arthur
Ryan and Tommy Connolly, realizing
that water could not get to their
electrics, plunged in and finished in that
order. Terry Statham was a close fourth
in his Anglia. Elmer Connell, Val
Baker and Sean Fitzgerald went in
gingerly with their open cars, while
Alex Malcolm, Sam Logan and Dermot
Conway adopted a belly breaking dive
technique—and got good and wet!

A garaging test to end all garaging
tests was held at Two Mile Bridge. The
garages were placed about 100 yards
apart at opposite sides of the widish
road, and back to back, with a chicane
halfway  between. The  resultant
manceuvres were highly exciting and an
ability to spin on the handbrake was a
“must”. Val Baker hit a pylon and paid
for his sins in the results, but he was not
the only transgressor. Elmer Connell
won in 37.5 secs. and next came Paddy
Hopkirk, who showed his prowess on
good surfaces by returning 39 secs.
Nobody else came within 7 secs. of these
times.

Lastly, tiring drivers were led to a
large quarry floor, where on a gravel
surface they were required to cross four
lines spaced out in a rough semi-circle.
There was plenty of room to manceuvre
but at least 16 ways of approaching the
problem, and methinks all were tried.
Again Elmer Connell won (32 secs.), and
Reggie Tilson was next best with 38
secs. in his DKW. Thereafter a whole
spate of drivers got down to around 40
secs.

Fourteen Tipperary-type tests were
hard work and every one of the 30
competitors was tired when all was over,
but the vast majority of them enjoyed
the day fully. Strangely, results were
almost a facsimile of those of the
previous week’s Henderson Cup Trial in
Connacht—also an all-test trial, but of
a much “softer” nature,

Jack O’DONOGHUE.

Results

Traders’ Cup: E. Connell (MM 4), 348.4 marks
lost; 2, P. H, Hopkirk (Volkswagen), 374.8; 3,
S. H. Logan (M.G.), 390.5; 4, J. D, O’Leary
(Volkswagen), 395.6; 5, H. G. MacMahon (Volks-
wagen), 412.6; 6, T. Connolly (Volkswagen), 415.6;
7. W. Hennessy (DKW), 416.8.

WHARTON TALKS TO M.G.C.C.

EN WHARTON talked on 19th February

to members of the South-Western
Centre, M.G. Car Club, at the Ship
Hotel, Alveston. His run in the Monte
Carlo Rally was explained in detail, and
there was discussion about the B.R.M.
and 500 c.c. racing. The meeting, well
attended by members and friends, was
the highlight of the Centre’s New Year
soeial programme. To complete the
evening “Genevieve” was shown to those
present.
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O.R.M.A. DANCE

ON 10th February, many members of

the Owen Racing Motor Association
converged on the Boathouse at Kew
Bridge for their annual dance, and a
most enjoyable function it was. Among
the revellers were Ron Flockhart, Roy
Salvadori, Cliff Davis, Peter Berthon.
Rivers Fletcher and many others, a selec-
tion of whom were required to compete
in a relay race on Mobo rocking horses;
Ron Flockhart, who seemed to be hav-
ing difficulty in keeping his mount on a
straight course, was heard to complain
that the chassis was twisted! The
evening, which had been ably organized
by Mrs. Molly Wheeler, continued with
dancing until 1 a.m.

DOWN THE RIVER

THE new Mid-Thames C.C. held its

first annual dinner/dance at the
Casino Hotel, Hampton Court, on 12th
February, with a surprisingly large
attendance. This club, which was started
by Harry Turner at the “Angler’s”,
Teddington, a year ago, has already a
membership of nearly 150. Guests of
honour were the Mayor and Mayoress
of Twickenham (Councillor and Mrs.
Inkpen), Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey Imhof,
and the Editor of AUTOSPORT,

Social secretary Doug Ingram, in an
apt and witty speech, proposed “The
Guests”, the response being undertaken
by Gregor Grant. “The Club” was pro-
posed by “Goff” Imhof and replied to
by President Harry Turner. Mrs. Nina
Imhof presented the imposing array of
awards, Joe Marshall and Doug Ingram
bemg.JO{nt winners of the Turner Trophy
as reigning club champions. This part
of the festivities was duly recorded on
film and sound track. Dancing followed
to Eddie Carr’s orchestra.

Mid-Thames intend to concentrate
mainly on rally-type events, and Goff
and Nina Imhof (Mr. and Mrs. Rally)
were cornered by committee members
and intending competitors all in search
of tips. The club ig tremendously
enthusiastic, and is a very welcome
addition to the ever-growing list of
sporting organizations.

C. AND A. SECRETARYSHIP

EW secretary of the Caernarvonshire

~and Anglesey Motor Club is Don C.
Mills, of Bryn Helen Studio, Caernarvon
(Tel. 472). Other 1955 officials of the
club are: President, J. J. Brown, M.B.E.:
Chairman, W. N. Owen; Vice-Chairman,
J.. C. Jones; Vice-Presidents, Flight-
Lieutenant and Mrs. R. D. McNair;
Comp. Secretary, W. H. Blunt; Hon.
Treasurer, Harold Turner.

Chief 1955 dates for the club are:
Sth. March, “Farmyard Frolic”; 30th
April, Palferman Rally; 18th September,
Autocross; 20th November, Standard
ICe‘lrl Trial; 26th December, “Operation
cicle”,

CORNWALL VINTAGE A.G.M.

T the Annual General Meeting of the

Cornwall Vintage C.C., held on 11th
February at the Hotel Bristol, Newquay,
the following officers were elected : —

Chairman: J. . Limmer; Joint
Secretaries: Dr. G. D. K. Needham and
P. B. Blamey; Treasurer: H. ]. Batten:
Competitions Secretary: J. H. Milner:
Spares Registrar: H. J. R. Broadbent:
Committee Member: J. B. Talbot,
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SNOW CAPERS AT STENHOUSE

UTILIZING the greyhound track of Sten-

house Stadium, in Edinburgh, Bob
Welch laid out five good driving tests on
20th February. He certainly gave the
members of the Lothian Car Club a good
afternoon’s sport, and, against the pick
of Edinburgh’s clubmen, Jimmy Murray
(M.G.) was very much on form.

Micky Gillespie did some very clever
things with a Ford Anglia, and Hugh
Gunn had a very full afternoon com-
peting in both a Volkswagen and a

Triumph TR2. He used the Volkswagen Stads
to knock down the biggest number of R
markers during the afternoon, but he *

also used it to show that the roadholding
of this little car is anything but neg-
ligible, even on hard-packed snow.

“Speedy” Hendry did some terrific
power-sliding in a big red Allard coupé,
but Murray’s biggest enemy was
“Willum” Stewart (Triumph TR2), and
until the last test they were neck and
neck.

In a wiggle-woggle backwards and for-
ward, plus a fast dash round the little
circuit, W. B, Tait’s Hillman Minx con-
vertible threatened to leave its chassis,
but Jimmy Murray’s M.G. stayed steady
and his time was 4 secs. better than that
of any other competitor.

A. N. Forp.
Results

Overall Classification: 1, J. L, Murray (M.G.),
394.4; 2, W. K. Stewart (Triumph TR2), 398.6;
3, C. M. M. Gillespie (Ford Anglia), 408.2, Class
Winners. Up to 1,200 c.c.: C. M. M. Gillespie
(Ford Anglia), 408.2. 1,201-1,800 c.c.: J. L. Murray
M.GJ), 3944. Over 1,800 c.c.: W. K. Stewart
(Triumph TR2), 398.6.

*

SECOND to Jlimmy
Murray’'s M.G. in
the Lothian C.C.
Gymkhana was
“Willum” Stewart's
Triumph TR2, which
he is seen sliding
happily over the
snow at Stenhouse

NORFOLK’S PANCAKE RALLY

THE weather conditions prevailing in
Norfolk on Sunday, 20th February,

made the Sporting Car Club of Norfolk’s
4th Pancake Rally one of the toughest
events organized by the club. Of the
50 entries there were 36 starters, several
of whom had to dig their way through
snowdrifts to reach the start at Norwich.
The rally was a restricted event with
seven other clubs in East Anglia invited.

An average speed of 30 m.p.h. was
scheduled with driving tests at route
checks—the results of these only to
count in the event of a tie on the road
section.

The route of 140 miles went north-
west from Norwich and along the River
Wensum where competitors had to cross
consecutive bridges and fords from
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opposite directions. Very heavy snow
during the previous day made several of
the lanes impassable, and where single
tracks had been cleared by snow plough,
stoppages frequently occurred when
meeting vehicles approaching from the
opposite direction. Scheduled times had
to be altered at the lunch check owing
to the many delays, but there were only
eight retirements out of the 36 starters
at the final control near Diss. The rally
was won on the road section.
Results

1, 1. Godbolt (Sunbeam-Talbot), 1,340 penalty
marks.

Class Winners, Open: Up to 1,100 c.c., not
awarded. 1,100-1,600 c.c.s R. J. Bidewell (M.G.
TH), 2,715; 1,600 and over, D. R. Burrell (Triumph
TR2), 1,395.

Closed: Up to 1,100 c.c., A. J. Hind (Renault),
2,075; 1,100-1,600 c.c., E. Isherwood (Ford), 1,875;
1,600 and over, J. Godbolt (S.-Talbot), 1,340.

DORETTL

SPEED Packed into the 2 litre
engine of the Swallow Doretti
is all the surging power needed
to send the miles scudding behind.
Although capable of over
100 miles an hour the car
is ideal for fast touring
at 75 to 90 m.p.h.

STYLE Beautifully styled on the
classical Sports Car lines it provides
the utmost in elegance.

SAFETY The 50-ton tubular steel
chassis of the Swallow Doretti is specially

3 built to meet the stresses of high-speed motoring

and to ensure the greatest possible stability.

i COMFORT Controls and steering are so arranged to give maximum
i comfort for the driver, while the interior is luxuriously fitted.

Swallow DOI‘etti

Britain's new luxury sports car

Price £777.05.0d. . P.T. £324.17s.6d,

For name of nearest Distributor write or phone to:

THE SWALLOW COACHBUILDING CO. (1935) LTD.
The Airport, Walsall, Staffs. Walsall 4553.

ABOVE is shown the luxurious interior of
the Swallow Doretti with controls neatly
grouped in front of the driver,

while LEFT shows the 50-ton tubular steel
chassis that ensures complete stability.
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March 5th. Ulster A.C. Trial, N.
Ireland.

Furness D.M.C. Charles Kendall
Trophy Trial. Start, The Gill,
Ulverston, 7.30 p.m.

March 5th/6th. A.C.O.C. Sixth
Annual Night Trial. Start, Five
Bells Restaurant, South Mimms,
Herts, 9 p.m.

Falkirk and D.M.C. Two-Day
Rally.

750 M.C. (S. Midlands Centre)
Night Rally.

March 6th. Grand Prix of Dakar
(F1), West Africa.

Ice Races (F3, §), Bollnis, Sweden.

Combined Universities M.C. Inter-
Varsity Speed Trial, Tempsford
Aerodrome, near Biggleswade.
Start, 12.30 p.m.

East Anglian M.C. Sprint Meeting,
Wormingford Airfield, Essex.
London M.C. Coventry Cup Trial,

Aston Rowant,

Shenstone and D.C.C. Shenstone
Cup and Trophy Trial.  Start,
“The Swan with Two Necks”,

Coming Attractions

Longden, near Lichfield, 10.30
a.m.

M.C.C. Opening Run. Start,
Mylett Arms, Greenford, 2 p.m.
Bugatti O.C. Opening Rally, Chad-
wick Manor, Knowle, Birming-

ham. Start, 12 noon.

Bolton-le-Moors C.C. Fifth Rally
Driving Tests. Start, Blackpool,
12 noon.

Harrow C.C. Moss Trophy Rally.
Start, “Busy Bee”, Watford By-
pass, 10 a.m.

Alvis O.C.[/Alvis Register Second
Annual Wishaw Night Naviga-
tion Rally. Start, Cock Inn,
Wishaw, 2.30 p.m.

Old Merchant Taylors’ M.C. March
Hares Rally.  Start “Durrants”,
Croxley Green, near Watford.

Oxford M.C. Tyronian Rally.

Sussex C. and M.C.C. Driving
Tests, Sheepcote Valley.

Surrey S.M.C. Point-to-Point. Start,
11 a.m.

March 8th/12th. R.A.C. International
Rally of Great Britain.

March 9th.  Lanarkshire M.C. and
C.C. Evening Rally.

NEWCASTLE'S TOMMY CUP TRIAL

UNDAY, 20th February, is a date that

many members of the Newcastle and
District Motor Club will remember for
a long time. In the 100-mile Tommy
Cup Trial, snow was the dominant
feature, and 28 starters proceeded to
plough through country roads of north-
west  Northumberland with  perhaps
more apprehension than confidence.

Three driving tests, four information
checks and 19 time controls kept every-
one busy and resulted in 21 competitors
completing the course.

Results

Best Performance: P. W. E. Heppell (Volks-

wagen).
Best in Opposite Classs R. A. Wilson (Ford).

First Class Awards: J. H. Lawson (Javelin), R.
Allman Smith (Ford), S. E. Bird (Riley).

EXPERTS’ AND NOVICES’ TRIAL

THE Eastern Counties M.C. Experts’

and Novices’ Touring Trial was held
on the 20th February, the start being
near Ipswich. The event took place in
brilliant sunshine, but with snow-bound
roads, and attracted a record entry, for
this type of event, of 43 cars. The trial
included, among other things, a timed
driving test at Wormingford and a
mobile marshal who had to be inter-
cepted.

Provisional Results

Experts: 1, The Morley Brothers (Ford Consul),
penalty 100 marks (only finishers).

Novices: 1, K. Oatley (Ford Zodiac), penalty
nil; 2, J. R, Rudd (Bristol 400), penalty 40; 3,
P. S. Clapham (M.G.), penalty 50.

Ladies® Navigational Award: Mrs. W. M.
Clapham.

B.R.S.C.C. MIDLAND OCCASION

B.R.S.C.C. (Midland Centre) held

their annual dinner on Wednesday,
16th February, in Birmingham. It was
attended by over 80 people. After an
excellent dinner, Philip Turner proposed
the toast of the club and Vic Labrum,

the Midland Secretary, replied, giving
details of forthcoming social events and
of the “Notwen” 500 c.c. non-production
car trophy, to be awarded for the best
performance by a Midland driver of a
500 c.c. non-production car in the 100
miles race at Silverstone. The trophy
for last year was presented to Reg
Trevellick.

EAST ANGLIAN A.G.M.

T the Annual General Meeting of the

East Anglian M.C., held on 13th
February, the following officers were
elected: Chairman, A. C. Westwood;
Vice-Chairman, H. J. Bone; Hon. Secre-
tary, C. U. M. Walther, Chalkney Mill,
Earls Colne, Colchester; Hon. Treasurer,
E. S. Ridley; Committee, Miss Iris
Collins, Messrs. D. W. Burns, F. R.
Hynard, W. J. Jacobs, J. Knock, D. J.
Morley, J. D. Short, A. B. Sugden, A. E.
Turner,
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RHYL’S “BRAID” RALLY

IFTEEN-YEAR-OLD David G. Williams,

assisted by A. Roberts, navigated
his father, Mr. W. Gwyn Williams of
Llysawel, Portmadoc, North Wales, in
a Volkswagen to victory over a hazar-
dous route of 230 miles of icy roads
in the Rhyl and D.M.C. Braid Rally on
12th/13th February. During the 10-hour
run they lost only 30 marks.

Following a regularity section of just
over seven miles starting from Braid’s
Garage, Colwyn Bay, the route covered
minor and major roads in Snowdonia.
Anglesey, Denbighshire and Flintshire.

Of the 40 starters, 14 were forced to
retire, many finding the snow and ice-
covered roads far too difficult to nego-
tiate. Ice, and baulked cars on steep
hills stopped many. To prevent further
complications The Clerk of the Course.
A. Hugh Rutt, cut out a small section
on the highland Cilcain district.

Most of the cars which completed the
course showed signs of damage, mostly
minor, on arrival at the Marine Hydro
Hotel, Rhyl, on the Sunday morning
Ken Blomfield of Llandudno, who com-
peted in the 1954 Monte Carlo Rally.
had one of the luckiest escapes. He
overturned his Sunbeam coupé, but went
on to win a first class award.

The provisional results were declared
immediately after breakfast, in keeping
with the high-class organization and
marshalling shown in the preparation
and running of this successful closed-to-
club event. No complaints were received
and most of the competitors will look
back upon this rally as the most
“eventful” of 1955.

Provisional Results

Braid Challenze Trophy (Best performance): W.
Gwyn Williams, Portmadoc (Volkswagen), lost 30
marks.,  Brookes-Parry Trophy: D. C. Mills,
Caernarvon (Renault 750), 35. Moss Trophy: T. A.
Hodgkinson, Liandudno (Riley) and K. Leckie.
95. Novice Award: Capt. McBeth and Capt.
Sellars, Kinmel (Jeep), 230. Mike Hinde Naviga-
tor’s Cup: David G. Williams, Portmadoc. Open
Cars to 1,500 c.c.: Glynne Edwards, Colwyn Bay
(M.G.), and Derry Martin, Prestatyn, 185. Closed
Cars to 1,500 c.c.: A, Bennison, Colwyn Bay (Hill-
man) and Dr. G, Jones, 225; M. P. Rutt, Holywel!l
(A30) and D, Benoy, Prestatyn, 250. Open Cars
over 1,500 c.c.: H. Greenwood, Warrington (TR2)
and J. G. Forsythe, 165. Closed Cars over 1,500
c.c.: K. Blomfield, Llandudno (Sunbeam) and F.
Harrison, Colwyn Bay, 110; D. J. Hampson.
Oswestry (Vauxhall) and R. Edwards, 115. Team
Award: ““Colwyn First Team”’—Bennison, Blomfield
and Fielding (TR2).

Club Fixtures

Guildford M.C.—Film show, 4th March, Wooden
Bridge Hotel, 8 p.m.

Mid-Surrey A.C.—Meet'ng, 4th March, Queen
Adelaide Hotel, Ewell, 8 p.m. Talk by Tom
Lush.

Cornwall  Vintage C.C.—Meeting, 4th March,
Pheasant Inn, Newlyn East, 8 p.m. Talk by
R. E. Thwaites.

Hagley & D.L.C.C.—Annual dinner/dance, 4th
March, Rowen Hotel, Droitwich, 7.30 p.m.

Cambridge 50 C.C.—Meeting, 4th March, Ancient
Shepherds, Fenditton.

750 M.C.—Meetings: 4th March, Heilk Moon,
Barclose, nr. Carlisle; 7th March, Abbey Hotel,
Stonebridge Park, London, N.W.10; 8th March,
Railway Inn, Patchway, Bristol; 10th March,
Red Lion, Knowle, Warwicks.

Alvis Register—Meeting, 5th March, The Bell,
Godstone, Surrey, 7.30 p.m.

Lancia M.C.—Scavenger run, 6th March. Start 11
a.m,, St. John’s Wood, London. All welcome.

Thames Estuary A.C.—Visit to Police driving
school, Chelmsford, 6th March; Visit to Vauxhall
Motors, 9th March.

North London M.C.—Social run, 6th March, Start
Odeon Garage, Underhill, Barnet, 2.15 p.m.
Any motorist welcome; Meeting, 9th March, Rising
Sun, Chase Side, Southgate, 8 p.m.

Oxford M.C.—Film show, 7th March, George
Restaurant, Oxford, 7.30 p.m.

Coventry & Warwickshire M.C.—A.G.M., 7th
March, City Arms, Coventry.

Wolseley Hornet Special Club—Meeting, 7th March.
Derby Arms, Upper Richmond Road, Sheen.
Surrey, 7.30 p.m.

Lea-Francis O.C.—Film show, 8th March, Albert
Hotel, Kingston Hill, Surrey.

Lagonda Club (Northern)—Meeting, 8th March,
Petre Arms, Langho, nr. Blackburn.

Liverpool M.C.—Meeting, 9th March, Childwall
Abbey Hotel, Liverpool.

Worcestershire M.C.—Social evening, 9th March.
Diglis Hotel, Worcester.

Bristol M.C. & L.C.C.—Film show, 10th March.
Marlborough Room, Grand Hotel, Bristol, 7.30
p.m.

Vintage S.C.C.—Meetings: 10th March, Red Lion,
Church Street, Birmingham; Greyhound, Fenny
Bridges, Devon: Bull Hotel, Wrotham, Kent:
George Hotel, Amesbury, Wilts.

Sunbac—Meetings: 10th March, Royal Oak, Lozells
Road, Birmingham, 6; Film show, Bredon Cross
Hotel.

Surrey  Sporting WM.C.—Meeting, 10th March
Warwick Hotel, Redhill,

T
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Correspondence—continued
Jet Flying is Easy

MAY 1 be allowed to comment on the analogy which you

drew last week between piston and jet engine pilots?
I do this not to ‘“shoot down” the editor, but to dispel a
popular and fallacious belief. Being an aviator by trade
1 fly several examples of both jet and heavy single, and I can
assure anyone that jet flying is “flying made easy”.

Jet advantages are simply as follows: (1) The all-round
view from the pilot’s seat is far superior, a great help on
take-off and landing. (2) Excellent brakes which are usable
to the limit with a tricycle undercart, although the turning
circle is reduced with some configurations. (3) No swing on
landing and take-off. (4) Simplified cockpit layout; fewer
instruments to watch. (5) Superior V.H.F. radio equipment.
(6) Pressurization with cockpit heating or refrigeration (pilot
comfort). (7) Precise air speed control via dive brakes.
(8) Good rate of climb and rapid controlled descent (dive
brakes), making for easier bad-weather flying. (9) Although
the approach speeds are higher, runways are now two or
three times longer than they used to be.

The jet is at a slight disadvantage on the approach, due
to a slight delay in thrust build-up when the throttle is
opened. This is easily obviated by using correct technique,
proper r.p.m. and air speed. Stalling speeds are usually
higher, due to increased wing loadings and lack of a pro-
peller to help delay air flow disruption. <Correct technique
is again the answer. The jet pilot loses out only in the case
of a forced landing, where the high approach speed and
clean belly makes for a long slide, and, of course, he is but
definitely the first at the scene of the accident.

Although the above may be out of place in a motoring
publication, I trust that it will prove to be of interest.

F/Lt. W. V. SMYTHE., A.R.AE.S.
SKIPTON, YORKS.

ON reading your Editorial in the issue of 25th February,
I agree—as usual—with every word you said, with the
exception of the last few lines. "Everyone must agree that it
requires exceptional ability to drive modern G.P. and sports-
racing machines, but one cannot compare piston-engined fighters
and jet aircraft in the same way. It is only a matter of
cockpit drill and common sense.
I would remark, as an ex-pilot—(and Battle of Britain one
at that!)—that it would be far less risky for a piston-engined
pilot to transfer to a “jet”, than a Jaguar gentleman to a
“sports car-racing professional”, particularly as far as Le Mans
is concerned.
I fully believe that there is far more skill required to motor
really fast on a circuit, than to fly anything—even a “saucer™!

B. H. BOWRING.
WOKING, SURREY.

BOOK REVIEW

Title: “The Kings of the Road”.
Author: Ken W. Purdy.

Size: 53 ins. x 8% ins; 216 pp., including index; 40 page plates.

Publishers: Hutchinson & Co., Ltd., Stratford Place, London,
W.1.
Price: 15s.

THIS, without any question, is a book written by an en-

thusiast—an ardent enthusiast for motoring, for the quality
motor-cars of vyesterday and today, and for motor racing.
Ken W. Purdy’s enthusiasm radiates from every one of his
nineteen chapters, on subjects so diverse as “The Fabulous
Bugatti”, “The Mighty Mercer”, “The Flying Mantuan” (Tazio
Nuvolari), “With Body by Zagato” (on Alfa Romeos), “D
is for Duesenberg”, “The Vanderbilt Cup” (a history of
that great American race), and “Who Invented the Thing,
Anyway’’.

The pictures accompanying such matter are equally excellent
and diverse, but, as in many books, alas, are isolated from

ting text. There are slips, too. For example, the “P2”
and “P3” Alfa Romeo pictures are mixed up; Nuvolari did
not give up motor-cycle racing in 1927; the first Gordon
Bennett race was in 1900, not 1902; the 1%-litre M165
Mercedes-Benz appeared in 1939, not 1938, and never “appeared
in South American races in 19517; those were the 39 3-litres.
Nor are these the so'e errors, but to hunt out more is pedantry,
for if weak on statistics, this book commands highest respect
for the spirit behind its words. Mr. Purdy can write, and

his book should be read by all who love motoring and its
romantic history.
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A.C.0.C. DINNER-DANCE

ESPITE wintry conditions, nearly 150

members of the A.C. Owners’ Club
and their guests attended the annual
dinner, presentation of awards and dance
at the Cumberland Hotel, Marble Arch,
on 19th February. The awards were
handed over by John (Autocar) Cooper,
the Club’s President, and guests included
Peter Lewis (who proposed “The Club”,
Chairman E. W. Palmer responding), and
Barclay and Margaret Inglis, who were
having a night oftf for a change.

“The Company” was proposed by
Hon. Secretary Harold Day and acknow-
ledged by the Vice-President, W. A. E.
Hurlock. The Club’s major award—
the “Overstone Trophy”, for the best
aggregate performance during the year
—went jointly to Harold Day and C. P.
Blackmore-Reed.

By the time the party broke up there
had been a further heavy fall of snow,
and it is understood that some interesting
drives home resulted.

BROWN TROPHY RALLY

second annual Brown Trophy
Rally, run by the English Electric
(Stafford) M.C. & C.C.,, took place on
Sunday, 20th February, over a 190-mile
route. Twenty-three cars and six motor-
cycles left Stafford at one-minute inter-
vals from 10 a.m. Heading west through
Gonsall over snow-covered lanes to-
wards Coalport, Keightley’s M.G. spun
and was duly shunted by G. M. Morris’s
Dellow following; both vehicles were
able to continue.
Passing west of the Brown Clee Hill
there were some thrilling moments as

competitors met the Birmingham Univer-
sities Welsh Rally coming in the oppo-
site direction, and D. G. West (M.G.)
retired after an argument with an A40.
The hill-climb test was abandoned after
the first arrival slid into a ditch and
retired with a broken spring.

After lunch in Ludlow, competitors
motored over the hills to Leinthall and
on to Clun Hill, where a down-hill
braking test on snow caught all but two
of the entry. The route carried on over
clear roads through Morton and West-
bury, north of Shrewsbury to Iron
Bridge and Shifnal for tea.

The evening section ran through Cos-
ford, Bishop’s Wood, Wheaton Aston
and Dunston. The icy surface of the
roads caused several excursions into the
scenery. Johnson’s M.G. was seen on
its side in a ditch, but managed to
finish. Bendall (AJS solo) dropped the
model four times and his navigator
brought the machine in to finish third
in his class and win the Tail End
Trophy.

Twenty cars and three motor-cycles
arrived at the final control at Milford,
some showing scars of battle.

Results
Class B.—Cars: 1, D. H. Thomsett (Ford Anglia),

35 marks lost; 2, H. Bailey (Austin), 82; 3, B
Harper (Sunbeam-Talbot), 98.

HEREFORDSHIRE ACTIVITIES

HE annual general meeting of the

Herefordshire Motor Club took place
on 26th January at the Kerry Arms
Hotel, Hereford, when the following
were elected to hold office for the forth-
coming year: President, Ald. A. E. Farr,
J.P.; Chairman, J. D. Moon; Vice-
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Chairman, Dr. C. W. F. McKean; Hon.
Secretary, J. R. W. Thomas; Hon.
Treasurer, O. P. Felton; Press Secretary
and Bulletin Editor, B. F. H. Banes;
Committee, G. C. Warburton, J. P.
Taylor, H. E. Rumsey, R. M. Jones and
J. J. Bott.

The club’s February Road Trial, held
on 13th February, attracted an entry of
eight open and 14 closed cars. Eight
observed sections were included in the
30-mile route, defined by map reference,
but the prevailing hard frost made most
of the sections easier than was expected.
Provisional results are as follows:

Premier Award: H. Foster (Austin A40), 130
marks gained. Open Cars: 1, P. M. Appleton
M.G. TO), 126; 2, W. H. Morgan (Triumph TR2)
and H. E. Rumsey (Triumph TR2), 117. Closed
Cars: 1, J. Connup (Ford 10), 126; 2, Mrs. P.
i\goon (Austin 7), 123; 3, J. Hawkesworth (Citroén),

0.

LEICESTERSHIRE C.C. BACON
TROPHY TRIAL

N spite of very severe road conditions,

the Leicestershire Car Club’s annual
Bacon Trophy Trial was run as
scheduled on 20th February. It would
perhaps have been better if the club had
run the competition on a fairground
Dodgems stall, as practically every com-
petitor bumped something—if it wasn’t
each other it was a piece of Mother
Nature! However, none of the models
was seriously broken, and all finished
the 54-mile course.

Results

Bacon Trophy: K. M. Law (M.G. TF). First
Class Awards: A. Payne (Ford Prefect); J. M.
Taylor (Sunbeam Alpine). Second Class Awards:
D. J. Herbert (Sunbeam-Talbot); J. H. Jelly (Vaux-
hall Velox). Novice Award: Mr. Creece (Triumph
Renown). Best Passenger Award: E. Beaumont.

ENQUIRIES TO

LESLIE MARR OFFERS HIS
Formula 2 Connaught

(Photograph Charles Dunn)

which is virtually “as new” having |
been fitted with a new ex-works-team
engine late in the 1954 season. Other
recent work includes: gearbox recon-
ditioned by makers, front and rear
suspension rebuilt and final drive
reconditioned (new c.w.&p.) at works,
where latest mods. were effected.
The car has just been overhauled
and resprayed and is offered with
£300 worth of spares, prepared for
the coming season

MARR or EDWARDS, 12 OPPIDANS MEWS
Phone: PRImrose 3686 LONDON, N.W. 3

| TR

AT £1550

Blakes

THE Northern sports

and RACING cavr
specialists

BLAKES buy, sell, and repair
Racing and Sports Cars. Write
for list and quotations.

J. BLAKE & (0., LTD.

112 BOLD STREET, LIVERPOOL, 1
ROYAL 6622.

’Grams: ‘‘Autocar, Liverpool”

T AT T



P

o e

B e s

AUTOSPORT, MARCH 4, 1955

285

AUTOSPORT

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

PRESS TIME:
TUESDAY 10 a.m.

Tel.: PADdington 7671-2

RATES: 6d. per word, 3s. 6d. per line,
35/- per single column inch. Mini-
mum charge 6/-, not including Box

Number. Particulars of Series
Discounts may be obtained on
application.

All advertisements must be prepaid and
should be addressed to “Autosport”,
Classified Advertisement Department,
159 Praed Street, London, W.2.

BOX NUMBERS: Facilities are available
to advertisers at an additional charge
of 1/- to defray cost of booking and
postage. The words “Box 000" must
be included in the advertisement and
paid for.

The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements, and do not accept liability
for printers’ or clerical errors, although
every care is taken to ensure accuracy.

USED CARS FOR SALE

ALFA ROMEO

1,500 c.c. TWIN-CAM S/S 1929 TEAM CAR

Alfa red sports 2-seater, beetle back. Thoroughly
overhauled at considerable expense, Concours con-
dition, ready for 1955. A real motor car.

£425 o.n.o.

E. WATSON,
46 Seymour Road, S.W.18.
Business, BAT 1159. Eve.: PUT 6799.

ALVIS

1938 ALVIS 12/70, black Mulliner sports saloon
£190 o.n.o.—Backhouse, 148 Lansdowne
Road, Bedford. Phone 5625.

ALLARD
RAYMOND WAY.

RAYMOND WAY, East London Branch,

1949 ALLARD d/h, coupé in Concours con-
dition. Black with grey leather. Entire
underbonnet  layout chrome-plated or  highly
polished. New engine with h/c. heads, gearbox and
tyres just fitted. Extras include: 1954 Ekco radio,
Marchal headlights, twin flamethrowers, Servais
exhaust system, Ace Rimbellishers, leather hood,
rad, muff, etc, etc. Under 30,000 miles since new.
429 guineas or £113 deposit.

EASY hire purchase on the spot with no
references, no formalities or guarantors. Part
exchange on your present car or motor-cycle.
Always a huge selection of pre- and post-war cars
to choose from.

RAYMOND WAY, 773 High Road, Seven Kings,
Tel.: Seven Kings 4066.

ASTON MARTIN

ULSTER ASTON MARTIN
This rare 36 model in beautiful condition through-
out, must be seen to be appreciated. Black cellu-
lose, aluminium metal sprayed exhaust, perfect
chrome and 4.25 axle giving 104 m.p.h. at 5,250
r.p.m. New hood, tonneau and telecontrols.
£375 o.n.o.
B. J. EMERTON,

15 Private Road, Enfield, Middx.
Tel.: Enfield 0912.

“IK. II saloon, chassis 513, immaculate poly-
= chromatic grey, reupholstered red hide, high-
Iif: camshaft, late-type rods, Scintilla mag. Main-
ined Aston Martin O.C. member. Professional
cation enables top to be opened completely,
car unique, giving saloon comfort with
motoring when required. £350.—1 Manor
Whitchurch, Cardiff. Phone: Whitchurch

AUSTIN

SEVEN, 2-str, Vintage Special, recon-
h.c. alloy head, SU carburetter,
ou \Nﬁ.d 17-inch wheels, modified
. new hood. Insured 10 months,

. 1 Cambridge Square, W.2,

193_1 AVY 12/4. Original, good
—Iondon Cars. Phone:

WAXiow

BRISTOL

BRIST()L 403, first registered July 1953, firm’s
demonstration car and maintained as such.
17,100 miles. £2,000.—St. Mark’s Garage &
Engineering Lid., Gloucester Road, Cheltenham,
Tel. 3134.

B.S.A.

ASIL ROY, LTD., B.S.A. (Scout Models),
3 Comprehenxl\e stock, wholesale and
LANgham

161 Gt. Portland Street, W.1.

BUCKLER

BUCKLER ¢90”
W. A. Liddell offers his car for sale as successfully
raced during last season., Built during the spring
of 1954, it is one of the fastest 1,172 Formula
cars. Reason for sale: New car in the making.
Price £550.

Fullerton Grange,
Andover, Hants.

Tel.: Chilbolton 242.

CONNAUGHT

£475 1950 CONNAUGHT sports/racing 2-seater,
famous ex-Ken Downing car, Spares in-
clude sprint body, etc. Engine requires reassemb-
ling.—Wadsworth, Moseley House, Burnley 3534.

COOPER

OOPER Mk, VI, Mk, VII mods., ex-Bob

Gerard, perfect, less engine, £295.—W. Howard,
198 Knutsford Road, Grappenhall, Warrington.
Tel.: Grappenhall 116.

DAIMLER

1955 CONQUEST Century, works prepared for
Monte Carlo Rally, Extras too numerous
to list.—C. Corbishley, 33 Jordangate, Macclesfield.
Tel, 2609.

FIAT

MAYFAlR GARAGES, LTD., for your new Fiat.
Some colours for immediate delivery from
stock.—Below.

AYFAIR GARAGES, LTD. Also our usual
large and selective stock of used Fiats.
Literature on request.—Below.

MAYFAIR GARAGES, LTD. (Fiat Sales and
Services), Balderton Street (opp. Selfridges
Clock), Mayfair, W.l. Phone: MAYfair 3104-5.

FRAZER-NASH/BMW

£245 MAGNIFICENT Type 326 saloon,
hydraulic brakes, first class condition.—
Richards and Carr, Ltd,, 35 Kinnerton Street,
London, SW.1. SLOane 5424.

H.R.G.

HRG ENGINEERING CO., LTD., for
L . ¢ maker’s spares, repairs and service.
—Oakcroft Road, Tolworth, Surbiton, Surrey.
Elmbridge 4489.

WING TO BUSINESS COMMITMENTS and

lack of accommodation Sir Clive Edwards
wishes to dispose of his single-str. H.R.G.-Lea-
Francis racing engine, close ratio preselector gear-
box, Girling brakes. Fast and reliable, excellent
club meeting car.—Wardmas Mfg. Co., Ltd.,
Banbury Road, Bicester. Tel. 301.

JAGUAR
RAYMOND WAY.

RAYMOND WAY, East London Branch.

1951 XK 120, resprayed B.R. Green, two-tone
brown leather. Superb mechanical con-
dition. Unmodified except twin pipes. Extras in-
clude Ace Rimbellishers, twin long-range spotlights,
all-over tonneau, wing mirrors, badge bar, etc.
719 guineas or £190 deposit.

EASY hire purchase on the spot with no
references, no formalities or guarantors. Part
exchange on your present car or motor-cycle.
Always a huge selection of pre- and post-war cars
to choose from,

RAYMOND WAY, 773 High Road, Seven Kings.
Tel.: Seven Kings 4066.

JENSEN

193 JENSEN 31i-litre sports saloon, magnificent

condition, three months’ guarantee. £235,
—C. W. Motors, Ltd., Queens Head Garage, East
End Road, Finchley, N.3. Tel.: FINchley 6236.

(Continued overleaf)

PARADE MOTORS

(MITCHAM) LIMITED
OFFER

1949 M.G. TC, Blue and Beige, beautiful

condition. £395
1947 M.G. TC, Red, works condition
engine fitted. £360

1939 M.G. TA. This is undoubtedly the
finest TA in existence. Black with green
upholstery, fitted twin spot lamps, luggage
carrier and many other extras. £299
1937 M.G. TA, fitted with new engine
yet to be run in, first class condition. £260

ALL M.G. MODELS WANTED FOR CASH

1954 LAMBRETTA, Maroon, fitted
pillion carrier, windscreen, small mileage
only. £125
And one other.

HIRE PURCHASE AND INSURANCE EFFECTED
PART EXCHANGES
LAMBRETTA SALES & SERVICE

MOTOR SCOOTERS for hire by theday,

the week or the month. Terms on applica-

tion. Continental Touring (all inclusive).

Shipping and Foreign Touring Documents.
Hotel Arrangements.

For further details inquiries to:
Lambretta Hire Services

56/67 Monarch Parade, Mitcham
Phone : 3392
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JOWETT
RAYMOND WAY.

RAYMOND WAY, East London Branch.

JAVELIN de luxe saloon, 1949 model. Modified

1952 front, Black with red leather in superb
condition. Modified engine. Hosts of extras in-
cluding H.M.V, radio, Smith’s heater, rimbellishers,
link mats, wing mirrors, rad, muff, etc. etc. 419
guineas or £110 deposit.

EASY hire purchase on the spot with no

references, no formalities or guarantors. Part
exchange on vyour present car or motor-cycle.
Always a huge selection of pre- and post-war cars
to choose from,

RAYMOND WAY, 773 High Road, Seven Kings.
Tel.: Seven Kings 4066.

LAGONDA

193 4+ SPORTS tourer, Grand old car. Uses
a little oil, otherwise good. £135. Terms.
—Rudds, Worthing 7773-4.

1933 16/80 LAGONDA V.D.P. sports saloon.

This car is hundred per cent mechanically,
Very good body, very clean interior. Late property
of a Lagonda club member. Finished in silver grey.
£125.—Jack Kendall, Ltd., 202-3-4, High Street,
Harlesden, N.W.10. ELGar 3275.

LANCIA

1939 LANCIA Aprilia saloon, exceptional con-

dition, well maintained by enthusiast, 1952
Lancia modifications. Colour, off-white, red leather.
Open to eny inspection. £395.—J. Carefoot, 231
Talbot Road, Blackpool. Phone: 24486 between
8.30 and 6 p.m.

M.G.

ERCURY offer the best possible price for

M.Gss, J., P. and T. types required. Write,
‘phone or call. We c2n usually arrange for our
representative to call.—Mercury Motors, 824-826
Harrow Ro~d, Wembley, Middx, Phone:
WEMbley 6058-9.

M G SPARES, most parts in stock for all

e %A e models, 1930 onwards, including valves,
guides, springs, rocker bushes, shafts, etc., replace-
ment camshafts, rockers, dynamos, road springs,
wheels, hubs, vertical drive assemblies, prompt
postal service, c.0.d., and guaranteed workmanship
in all our repairs.—A. E. Witham, Queens Garage.
Queens Road, Wimbledon, S.W.19. LIBerty 3083.

M G TC, registered January 1950, 27,000 miles,
® *® polychromatic green and biscuit, many
extras. £410.—Lewis Motors, Gerrards Cross 3777.

MORGAN

ORGAN Plus 4 and 4/4 Official spare parts
stockKists, service and repairs.—Basil Roy, Ltd.,
161 Gt, Portland Street, W.1. LANgham 7733,

MERCURY Offer the best possible price for good

used Morgans, both three-wheelers and 4/4s.
Write, ’phone or call, we can usually arrange for
our reprefentative to call.—Mercury Motors,
824-826 Harrow Road, Wembley, Middx. Phone:
WEMbley 6058-9.

MORGAN PLUS 4 cars. Prompt delivery of

these cars. Spares for same, huge stocks of
4/4 and 3-wheeler spares.—F, H, Douglass, Morgan
Specialist, la South Ealing Road, Ealing, W.5.
EALing 0570.

PORSCHE

PORSCHE 1952, 1,286 c.c. Lh.d., white, 35
m.p.g., many extras. £1,050.—Harry Sutcliffe,
Broadway (Worcs). Tel, 3201.

RACING CARS

ALAN BROWN offers Formula 2 CONNAUGHT,

prepared for 1955 racing season. Complete
history_available. £1.800 0.n.0.—The Onslow Motor
Co., Ltd., 28 Onslow Street, Guildford. Tel.
67227-8.

RILEY

THE RILEY MAN OFFERS:—
1934 Kestrel 9 h.p. One owner has cherished thi
car past 17 vears. A very fine car in excellent
round condition. £165.
270 Acton Lane, Chiswick, W.4. CHIswick 5783,

KIEFT CARS
LIMITED

We are stockists of the Coventry Climax 1100 c.c.
oveli(head camshaft engine, price complete £250, ex
works.

We can also offer the above engines to which are
fitted M.G. TC. gearboxes with light alloy adaptor
plate and light alloy bell housing. This unit, complete
with_carburetters, starter, dynamo, competition clutch
and M.G. TC. gearbox, weighs approximately 280 Ib.
and is offered for sale at £298,

New M.G. TF. engine and gearbox complete with
starter, dynamo and carburetters, £135 10s. 0d.

New Special 1466 c.c. M.G. engine with racing
camshaft. large valves, oversized streamlined ports,
lightened valve gear, fully modified oiling system,
competition clutch, Special four-branch exhaust mani-
folds, Special inlet manifold fitted with twin 1#” S.U.

carburetters, complete with gearbox, £285, or near offer.

New M.G. TF. chassis, complete with engine, gear-
!)ox, radiator, fitted with kn?t -on_wire_ wheels, all
instruments, at 10s. 0d., plus £80 15s. 5d. purchase
tax (1 only available).

Twin overhead camshaft NORTON e
Beart, with large fin barrel, raced once on , £225.

Twin O.H.C. short-stroke NORION

from new spares, not yet raced, £225,

Two Special twin float carburetters, as new

£17 10s. 0d. each.

J.A.P. 750 c.c. V-twin engine, ex-Peter Collins, with
spare pistons, £100, or near offer.

Three reconditioned C.R. Norton gearboxes. com-
plete with clutches, from £17 10s. 0d. to £22 10s. 0d.

RELIANCE WORKS, DERRY ST.
WOLVERHAMPTON

TELEPHONE 24394, 24395

1934 RILEY 9 Lynx tourer, tv
mag., manual gearb

performance. £135. Terms.—>

well Hill, N.10. TUDor 3

ROLLS-ROYCE

CLOSE-COUPLED s
20/25 Sa](mn)'s} C‘Uf'P' G.H
with Bedford cloth in e

pletely reconditioned e v

Specialists, new £ overhaul
costing over £250. ndtones,
twin spots and P.1 £525.—
Wrangaton Motors, Phone:

South Brent 2201.

ROVER

LEX UNDERWOOD offers: 1936 ROVER 14
sports saloon, crank reground. interior wood-
,_recellulosed. £190.—Underwood-
Cars), Ltd., 28 Queensberry Road,
hone 3351.

SPECIALS

FORD TRIAL SPECIAL, suitable for road use,

Vauxhall 10 engine and gearbox, front suspen-
on, hubs front and rear and brakes replaced with
new parts, decarbonized, taxed. £125 o.n.0.—
Lewis Motors, Station Road, Gerrards Cross 3777.

SPORTS CARS

GILLIE TYRER OFFERS
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
New Triumph TR2 Sports.
New Doretti Swallow Sports.
New Standard 8 and 10 Saloons.
New Vanguard Saloon,
Early Delivery
Jaguar. Fiat. M.G.
Cooper-M.G., 1,467 c.c. Offers.
Your Present Car in Part Exchange
Phone: Waterloo 2484 (5870 after hours).
Litherland Motors (Liverpool), Ltd.
Hawthorne Road, Liverpool, 21.
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CONVERSION FOR
PERFORMANCE

AUSTIN - MORRIS - STANDARD
Twin carburetter conversions with high
compression head, high ratio rear axle,
modified parts, etc., available for:
AUSTIN - A30 - A40 - A50
MORRIS - Minor - Cowley - Oxford
STANDARD 8 and 10
FOR SALE
1953 MINOR 2-door saloon, heater,

immaculate.
NEW STANDARD 10, with conversion.

1952 ROVER 75, low mileage, perfect

£875
1951 Sunbeam-Talbot Convertible.
Choice of two £565 & £585

H.P. Terms, Part Exchanges
Demonstrations, send for details, to: Dept. A.S.
Alexander Engineering Company

HADDENHAM, BUCKS.

Phone : HADDENHAM 345 (TOL)

STANDARD

MONTE CARLO RALLY performance Standard
8 and 10 Twin Carburetter Conversion with
h/c. head, four-branch exhaust manifold and high-
efficiency exhaust system. £35 complete, fitted.
1955 8 de luxe and 10 in stock, unregistered, avail-
able with or without conversion. List price.
Conversion extra.—George Boyle (Sports Cars), Ltd.,
Mollington, nr. Chester, Telephone; Great
Mollington 353 and 354,

SUNBEAM-TALBOT

£61 1952 SERIES, Mark II convertible (reg.

8/11/51), heiter, excellent order. Ex-
chan —Brown, 126 Marsden Road,
(evenings).

TOJEIRO-BRISTOL

LOY 500 TOJEIRO-BRISTOL. Probably the most
uccessful 2-litre sports/racing car. Just com-

pletely rebuilt and lightened. B.S.4 Bristol engine

as new. £1,375.—C.N.C.A., Lid., Newbury 2003.

TRANSPORTERS

ENNIS BUS, single deck, converted as racing

transporter. Ramps, etc., recon, engine, Offers,
—Croysdill, Glen Cottace, Snelsmore Common,
Newbury, Berks. Tel. 599.

VOLKSWAGEN

1954 (APRIL) de luxe, 15,000 miles, wireless,

screen spray, vpetrol gauge and other
extras. £625.—Service Garage, Llandudno Road.
Rhos on Sea. Telephone Colwyn Bay 44430,

50 m.p.h. 50 m.p.g.
guaranteed

Small rar upkeep. BIG car
comfort and performance.
Takes two six-footers plus children or luggage. Plentiful low-cost
spares. Complete service facilities. Used pre- and post-war 500s,
1,100s and 1,500s, also fully reconditioned 500’s—all guaranteed.
Largest Fiat selection in the country. Write for illustrated
literature and price list.

Yigpact Jotages

BALDERTON STREET,
LONDON, W.I

(opposite Selfridges clock)
Telephone: MAYFAIR 3104-5
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Speed Equipment

ble for Ford Consul,
-\nalla Standard 8}
(1953-4), Austin Ag4o and
many other models.

Send stamp with enquiry,
mentioning car.

BORRANI WHEELS

We are agents for
these famous light
alloy rimmed wheels.
Suitable for AC Ace,
Austin-Healey. Aston
Martin DB 2-4, Fiat
¢500’, Jaguar XK120,
M.G. TD and TF,
Renault ¢7s0’
Standard <8’ (19«4),
Triumph TR 2, etc. ~~

MILANO RACING OVERALLS—Itahan style racmg over-
alls, £4 . 108. per pair. Available in a variety of col-
ours. Stock colours—dark green, mid-blue, maroon.

Hours of Business :
Weekdays - 9 a.m.—6 p.m. (except Wednesdays)

ednesdays - 9 a.m.—7.30 p.m.
Saturdays - 9am.—I p.m.
SPEED
SHOP
LTD.

THE WORKS, WHITTON ROAD, TWICKENHAM, MDDX.
Tel.: POPesgrove 8861-2

NEW CARS FOR SALE

VOLKSWAGEN

BROWN’S of LOUGHTON

Volkswagen De Luxe, new .. List Price

High Road, Loughton, Essex.
Phone: Loughton 6266.
(Three minutes Tube Central Line.)

ALUMINIUM

BULLANCO FOR ALUMINIUM.
Any sizes cut or folded.

SHEET — EXPANDED — TUBES — ANGLES
BARS — RODS — MOULDINGS — RIVETIS
Write for list.

66 QUEEN’S ROAD, PECKHAM, S.E.15.
Tel.: New Cross 1092.

BOOKS

HE MOTOR LIBRARY.—The handbook loan
service and Spares Register. Stamp for details.
—31 Udimore Road, Rye, Sussex.

Performance Cars

THE SPORTS CAR PEOPLE
Select from their stock of almost 200 sports cars

1951 Allard P1 sports saloon, blue .. .. £545
1951 Jaguar XK 120, plastic hardtop v £695
1954 Lotus Mk. VI tuned 1,096 c.c. unit .. £495
New Fiat 500C convertible, in stock .. £573
New Fiat 500C Belvedere, in stock .. .. £679

New Fiat 1100 sports saloon, in stock o X799
NEVER LESS THAN 25 M.G.:s IN STOCK

New M.G. Magnette, early delivery .. e £918

New M.G. 1,500 c.c. TF, immed. delivery .. £781

New Simca “‘Aronde 55 saloon in stock .. £864

1954 TR2, ivory, low mileage .. .. £765

1953 Volkswagen Standard ealnnn biue .. £495
DISTRIBUTORS FO!

FIAT,

NGER, BOND, SIMCA & VOLKSWAGEN
> H.P., insurance and part exchanges,
Gt. West Rd., Brentford, Middx. EALing 8841-2-3.

s from Northfields Tube Station
adilly or District Lines)

Imme

Buses %1 37 and Green Lines pass our door)

ANDBOOKS.—Morris, 5s.; Austin, Ford, Hill-

man, Rover, Standard, Vauxhall, Wolseley,
Ss. 6d.; Singer, 7s. 6d.; Riley, 9s.; Chrysler, M.G.,
15s. 6d. Workshop Manuals: Morris, Wolseley,
16s. 3d.; Jowett, 19s.; Austin, 27s, 6d.; o
Riley, 31s. 3d. Catalogue, sixpence. Enquiries,
stamp please.—Gray, Postal Booksellers, 4 Chantry-
house, Hurstpierpoint, Sussex.

21 00 MOTOR INSTRUCTION Manuals,

S-le-Exchange. Inquiries stamped en-
velope. Manuals bought.—Final, 15 Nashleigh
Hill, Chesham, Bucks.

CELLULOSE

AINT SPRAYING HANDBOOK’ covers car

paint, spraying, brushing, touching in, etc.,
3¢, 64, post free. Catalogue of cellulose, carriage
paints, and all allied material for brush and spray,
free. Comple:e spray pl nt and polishers hired on
daily basis.—Leonard Brooks, Ltd., 70 Oak Road,
Harold Wood, Romford. Ingrebourne 2560.

ENGINES

D.O.H.C. Norton, rebuilt by Lancefield, not run
since, £190. J.A.P. hair-pin valve springs,
alloy barrel, carb, engine-driven pump, £50.—
Westcott, Plymbridge Lane, Crownhill, Plymouth
71231.

ACING ENGINE.—The MacEvoy-Pomeroy twin
cam, two-stage blown Magnette 1,100 c.c.
engine complete with carb, mag, exhaust, gauge,
etc., and E.N.V. 110 cr. gearbox. Extremely power-
ful unit. Shipment arranced. What offers?—
Croysdill, Glen Cottage, Newbury, Berks. Tel. 599.

50 C.C, Double Knocker Norton engine, pre-

pared and fully modified by Lancefield.
Ready to race. £190. New X.3721.—170 Erlanger
Road, New Cross, London, S.E.14.

ENGINEERING SERVICES

UTOMENDERS have very comprehensive

facilities for the m-chining and repair of all
automobile paris and units. Whatever your prob-
lem we shall be pleased to assist in _any possible
way.—Automenders, Ltd., Lowther Garage, Ferry
Road, Barnes, S.W.13. RIVerside 6496.

ENGINE TEST BED
Completely  confilential  dynamometer  testing
facilities available for engines up to 170 b.h.p. and
2000 r.o.m. We have a team of expert testers,
and most comprehensive facilities for testing, in all
forms. Up to 24 hours per day running, at very
m te terms. Customers may carry out their
ywn tuning and testing, in secret, themselves, if
they so wish.
ALEXANDER ENGINEERING CO., LTID.,
Haddenham, Bucks. Telephone 345,

FIBREGLASS

FIBREGLASS BODIES.
Why not build your own at home? Full information
on materials, how to build it, cheaply, easily,
where to get Kits, etc., written for the amateur,
only 4s, 6d. Or let us build it, approx. £40.
For full information send s.a.e.

MARTIN,
12 Cr 11 Road, South
MISCELLANEOUS

T.V.R. ENGINEERING,
BEVERLEY GROVE,
BLACKPOOL.
Telephone: S.S. 42854,

Multi-tubular chassis to take Austin components.
Fibre glass bodies. Please write for brochure.

ALAN BROWN offers Continental racing overalls,
superfine poplin, £6 6s., overtrousers, £3 3s.,
mechanics’ best drill, 79s, 6d., overtrousers, 47s, 6d.
Most colours.—Kinch and Lack, Ltd., 117 High
Street, Guildford. Tel.: 61033,

AXFORDS (est, 1880) huge selection duffel coats,
£4 10s, to £6 10s., camel and blue. Ladies’
short, most colours, £3 17s, 64. Also Anaracks,
Jeep jackets, combat jackets, alpine jackets, approx.
57s. 6d.-67s. 6d.—304-6 Vauxhall Bridge Road,
London, S.W.1. VICtoria 1934.

(Continued overleaf)
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USED CAR BARGAINS

Selected from our stock of nearly 500 vehicles

M.G. Midget series T.F., 1954, one fastidious owner, wire
wheels, heater, luggage grid, low mileage .. . £675
M.G. Midget series T.C., 1949, Ensign red/fawn. new
Dunlop tyres and Lifeguard tubes, a nice car . 5445
M.G. Midget series T.C., 1948 fitted many extras, ﬂashmg
trafficators, draught deﬂectors Fram Oxl-coll twin wing
mirrors, rimbellishers, etc. 425
M.G. Midget series T.C., 1947, two owners, new Poly-
vynol hood and all new tyres, recent overhaul .. £395
M.G. Midget series T.C., 1946, above average order, good
tyres, hood and screens all <en1:eable £345
M.G. Midget series T.A., 1939, bright, attractive condmon,
goes very well indeed and well sho ph £295
M.G. 2-seater, 1936, bills available for recent overhaul
recommended for its performance .. £195
M.G. Midget, early pre-war series, ﬁmshed green, cycle
type wings, quite '~a\onab'e appearance .. £65
M.G. 1}-litre, 12
pre-war 1938/9, m
remote control g
ments, fast, econ

/.A. sports foursome. late
ve lines, knock-on wheels,
bralx: late type instru-
delightful car to handle,

recommended . . £225
M.G. series S.A. 2 ome Coure, Tickford
bodywork, hands Iy beautiful lines,

om
1939 model but loou as
car, superb performance
ALLARD special ]J. type co
supercharged engine, cy
spares at rear, shortened
pensnon. l’)ucl(et sea!= ra
efﬁcxency meters, qul ck fil
overhauls and top spetd
obtainable with breath-taking
gears, unrepeatab’e at .
CITROEN super modern 12 h p.
in metallic grey, smart modern bod
war series, handles delightfully
ASTON MARTIN 2-litre 16 h. D. short ¢t
1938/9, specia! speed roadster, rebored
last year, an excellent specimen of this series -
TRIUMPH 2000 Roadster, 1949, finished grev w
leather and fitted excellent radio, a very carch.ll
with excellent coachwork, hood and tyres, gu
mechanical condition . £495
TRIUMPH 2000 Roadster, 1949, sxmllar to abo\c in
bronze w1th red leather, Poly-vynol hood, works rrpl—rc-
ment engine fitted 1953, 14,000 miles .. £475
TRIUMPH TR2, late 1954, one enthusiast owner who
authenticates recorded mxleage of 9 100 heater, loose seat
covers, wire wheels, spare unused, tools not yet unwrapped.
condit 'on virtually as new . £750
BOND Minicar, 1951 model, very smart hnle three wheeler,
finished metallic blue with fawn interior, excellent hood,
5 p.a. tax, low insurance rates, London to Brighton and
back on very little more than a gallon of petrol, excellent
value at £165
CHOICE OF FOUR OTHERS 1950-1952 also new
models AVAILABLE FROM STOCK
SUNBEAM Alpine Roadster, late 1954, genuine low
mileage specimen in Alpine mist with red leather uphol-
stery, one fastidious owner since new, condition v1rtually
unblemished in every respect, radio, etc. .. .. 5945
LANCHESTER 10 h.p. close coupled sportsman's Saloon.
1935, Mulliner four light four-seater body, rather more
attractive lines than standard model qulte reasonable
condition all round, preselector gears and other refine-
ments, one only at thxs price £65
LANCIA Aprilia 12.9 h.p. Saloon, 1939 four door pillar-
less model, independent front suspension and many
advanced features, smart pastel finish with hide interior,
specially recommended for its superb performance, choice
of two models from .. .o .. 325
LANCIA Lambda Touring Saloon‘ early pre-war series
in fantastic condition for its year, coachwork and interior
would not disgrace a post-war car, R.H.D. model in
maroon with real leather interior e 65

ractive as any 1949
£245

‘Q«’.\ with

WE ALSO HAVE 400 OTHER CARS AVAILABLE OF
ALL MAKES AND TYPES, FAMILY SALOONS,
SPORTS 2-SEATERS, 4-SEATERS, DROPHEADS,
AMERICAN CARS, LIMOUSINES AND A VERY
BIG STOCK OF ESTATE CARS AND UTILITIES.
CALL, WRITE OR 'PHONE FOR DETAILS

EVERY CAR OVER £150 GUARANTEED IN
WRITING FOR 3 MONTHS.

TERMS—
ONE THIRD DEPOSIT
18 MONTHS T0 PAY

FREE—Catalogue
sent post paid.
Write or Phone.

Free delivery by
road or rail any~
where in the U.K.

OPEN TILL 8 p.m. MONDAY—SATURDAY INCLUSIVE

amden THE USED CAR
oters SPECIALISTS

LAKE STREET °* LEIGHTON BUZZARD °* BEDS
Telephone: 2041 (Four Lines)

Just off main A5 Watling Street.
Main line L.M.S. Euston & Bletchley
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Classified Advertisements—continued

MISCELLANEOUS—continued

UICK-LIFT JACKS and Trailers made for
500 c.c. racing cars, also gas and arc welding,
drilling, milling, turning and capstan work.—Don
Parker, la Sangora Road, S.W.11. Battersea 7327.

CINTILLA MAGNETO, complete with right-

angle drive for Ford V8, in excellent condition
throughout, £15.—Southampton Motors, 2 St. Mary's
Road, Six Dials, Southampton. Phone 23213.
SOLID DRAWN, exhaust and flexible steel tubes,

steel bars, light allqu etc., from Stockists C. S.
Harbour, Ltd Syon Hill Garage. Great West
Road, Islewonh, Middx., Tel.: HOU 6613,

PERSONAL

ANY SUNBEAM ALPINE OWNERS interested
in forming team for Six Hour National Relay
Race, Silverstone, July, please contact David Nixon,
Picketts Field, Great Missenden.

BOX 1702 (Bolton) wishes to thank the many
people who wrote and regrets that owing to
lack of time it is not possible to reply personally.

IMPEC.UNIOUS ENTHUSIAST would like a chance
as co-driver/navigator R.A,C. Rally.—Box 1710
(Northumberland).

YOUR OPPORTUNITY to drive a Formula 3

Racing Car. Membership £5 5s. Practice
7s. 6d, per lap, Brands Hatch, Stamped, addressed
envelope for details.—Premier Motor Racing Club,
Hosey Common, Westerham, Kent.

PHOTOGRAPHS

PHOTOGRAPHS of most cars in W.E.C.C. Clover
Leaf Rally.—Charles Dunn, Greenleaves,
‘Woking, Surrey. Phone: Woking 3737.

RADIATORS & FUEL TANKS

GALLAY, LTD,, give immediate service in repair
and rebuilding of radiators, oil coolers, fuel
etc.—103-109 Scrubs Lane,
N.W.10. Phone: Ladbroke

tanks and wings,
Willesden, London,
3644.

AUTOSPORT, MARCH 4, 1955

SAFETY GLASS

SITUATIONS WANTED

SAFETY GLASS fitted to any car while you
wait, including curved windscreens.—D, W.
Price, 490 Neasden Lane, London, N.W.10. Glad-
stone 7811.

SITUATIONS VACANT

CURIE ECOSSE, with headquarters in Edin-

burgh, requires a first-class motor mechanic
with initiative. Experience with racing machines
preferred. Not a seasonal appointment.—Apply, in
writing, to David Murray, Merchiston Mews,
Edinburgh, 10.

EXPERIENCED RACING MECHANIC required.
Either English, French or Italian. Must have
good background and be prepared to travel.—
Apply, giving full details, to Vandervell Products,
Lid., Western Avenue, Acton, W.3, London,

RACING MECHANIC REQUIRED, Must have
experience of Continental racing, Grand Prix
standard, and be prepared to travel.—Apply Box
1698.

SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

M G 1,250 c.c. sports/racing engine, standard
e e size cylinder block with superfine bore
finish, balanced crank and rods, all journals
burnished, “Lucas Laystall” light alloy cylinder
head fitted with 36 mm, inlet valves and “150 Ib.
tension’’ springs. Special high-lift racing camshaft,
two 13 ins, SU carburetters and fabricated mani-
fold. All ports matched and polished, balanced and
flowed. Optional flywheels for M.G, or special
light alloy to suit Ford gearbox. Maximum revs.
exceed 6,500, £200. M.G; 1,250 c.c. engine, Stage
2 tuned, standard size bore, R.1 crank, completely
reconditioned with new spares including cylinder
head and special high-lift camshaft, Exchange con-
sidered. £100 fitted if necessary. M.G, Stage 2
cylinder heads complete with valves and springs and
racing camshafts to suit. £25 Four cylinder Vertex
mags, shop soiled, anti-clock, £2 10s. each.—All
Spares (Coventry), 171 Lockhurst Lane. Tel. 89269.

NTHUSIAST, 30, car-owner, engineering back-
ground, five years technical representative, seeks

opportunity any branch automobile industry, racing
stable, etc. Available 1st April.—Box 1711,
WINDSCREENS
London,

D W. PRICE, 490 Neasden Lane,
* N.W.10. GLAdstone 7811. Windscreens for
sports and specials and all other standard vehicles.

WANTED

AYFAIR GARAGES, LTD., urgently want
Fiats for cash at highest prices.—Balderton
Street, W.1. MAYfair 8104-5. Open 9-6, Sats. 9-1,

M G or MORGAN Sports in good condition.—
e e Dobson, Ivy House, Levens, Westmorland,

RON McKENZIE, Manchester
DISTRIBUTOR FOR MORGAN CARS
Buys, sells, exchanges sports cars of all types.
Terms arranged. Close 8 p.m. weekdays, 6 p.m.
Sats.—Sales Section, 961 Chester Road, Stretford,

Manchester. Telephonc LONzford 2100.
ROWLAVD SMITHS. The Car Buyer.

cash prices for all makes.
and Saturday.—High Street,
N.W.3. HAM 6041.

SITES REQUIRED in England and Wales suitable
for development as petrol filling and service
stations, The sites should be situated on main
traffic routes, preferably in built-up areas in or
on the outskirts of towns and should have a
frontage of 100 to 130 fi. Agents and landowners
are invited to write to the site developers giving
particulars,—Box 170

Highest
Open 9-7 weekdays
Hampstead (Tube),

WO FIAT 500 sound condition essential.
Fisher’s Gar: Canning Street Lane,
Edinburgh.
IRE \\I{EEL 16 ins., 4-stud, 2% ins. hole
centres, wanted urgent.—Brearley,

Elm Row, Ga

Hounslow
2238 & 3456

SPARES

SALES Ofavr‘e‘I : ou rie
REPAIRS g.O.D. yserviie? ’c,!

7 P.M. WEEKDAYS @ 6 P.M. SATURDAY e

OBTAIN YOUR NEW CAR FROM
TOULMIN MOTORS

“The most comprehensive stock
spares in the country.

343 Staines Road, Hounslow, Middx.

STOCKIST

l HUME ENGINEERING CO.

Proprietor:
(Late Chief Mechanic Cooper Car Co. Lid)

BROWNS ROAD, SURBITON, SURREY

J. L. C. Hume

Telephone : MAlden 0677

Let us

our speedy car

overhaul or modify your racing or sports
nd prepare it for the coming season.

I P.M. SUNDAY

WE ARE NORTON GERRBOX SPECIALISTS

(Prop. L. M. Williams)

CAMBRIDGE ENGINEERING

Austin 7 Specialists for Twenty-one Years

CAMBRIDGE ENGINEERING
stock, dropped axle and spring
bined exhaust and inlet manifolds
valve springs, light flywheels, st
speed remote gear control unit, winds
screen  conversion, light spons bx\

offer the

~I‘&“ higt

Tel.: Richmond 2126

Austin 7
to lower chassis,

n swivel cnd arms LI fol

Cambridge Road, Kew Green, Surrey ‘

for
Mlll DARAGE .

SPECIALISTS WITH LONG EXPERIENCE

. NEW AND SECONDHAND CARS.
’ SPARES — REPAIRS — ACCESSORIES.

W. JACOBS & SON LTD.
CHIGWELL ROAD, SOUTH WOODFORD,

E.18
WANstead 7783/4/5
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7 *Twice
~ in 3 years

L.~ RALLYE -
MONTE-CARLD

Wwon on

~ TYRESOLES
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General Classification : CAPT. P. MALLING (Norway) in a Sunbeam
on 4 “TYRESOLES” Snowtreads

* 1953 Monte Carlo Rally won on TYRESOLES
Maurice Gatsonides in a Ford Zephyr

Convincing proof of TYRESOLES reliability

EEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Ask your local garage or, in case of difficulty, your Telephone Dire
will give you the name and address of your nearest Tyresoles j'.:t;‘r(;.
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Keep danger in view /

-WITH THIS DUAL PURPOSE
MIRROR

This Lucas contribution to safer
motoring ensures unaffected rear
vision at all times of the day or
night. It has a dipping device -
incorporating a scientifically de-
signed optical prism which gives

you *“second sight”. Model 534,

for top of screen mounting
(pendant position). Model 585,
scuttle rail or fascia (upright

position).

For night use, a mere flick of the
finger eliminates the blinding
reflection from the headlights of
following cars. At the same time
a secondary image of less intensity
is brought into focus giving a clear
comfortable vision of the following

traffic. Finished in polychromatic

brown and chromium. Obtain-
able from your local garage or

nearest Lucas Agent. Price 40,

Dazzle-tree wision by Night /
LY

J OSEPMH LUCAS L TD s BIRMINGHAM g ENGLAND

Published by AUTOSPORT, 159 Praed Street, London, W.2, and printed in England by
Keliher, Hudson & Kearns, Ltd., Hatfields, Stamford Street, Lordon, S.E.l1, Englend.



