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Jlr/--i{ lebruarcr 56 -a 
date that manv

motorists \\'ill rer-nen-r-
'.t :::: : sir.rrider; zrs garages dismantled frost-

:---cr blocks and radiators, motorists once
:h;t a British rvinter is completelr. un-

::::-.: the seather seems, rentember-the
' .i .cnlirins; ancl at the montent, shortaqe

S c;.is:nj manv cars-including vours,
s::::.i iclle tbr longer periods, and so
::-. ,:c tulnerable to cold. All the n-rore

.houlJ fill up at once rvith Bh,recol,
:1:.ed1' done so. For Bluecol, the

\

c{oubh'-salb anti-freeze, gives rouncl-the-clocli frost
pr(ltccti()n to \-ollr car, $,hether it's in a garagc, ()Lrt-
side ti-re house, or parked rvhere vou rvork : an<i,
perhaps just as important, it guards against the rtrst
and corrosion whicl-r can so easily form rvhen a car is
standing idle or laid up. If you already have llluecol
in your cooling svstem, be sure that you don't *,eaken
the solution *L-ren you top up. Your garaue s,ill test
the solution strength fbr vou.

Blttecol is dorrbly-saf e; sofe (tchett tced as a l.jno
solutiort), agaittst q7" o-l'frost; and so.l'e (.becotrst: o.l' tlrc
special inltibitors it cotttttins) against rustirtg tuttl sinilur
chemital actiott.

Avoiloble of o/l good goroges ond leoding occessory suppliers

Be doubly sofe - insist on

N
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EDITORIAL
THE " InIONTE"-CANCELLATION THE ONLY

POSS/BI.E SOI.UI'ON

II/HILST the organizers hoped to run the 1957 Monte
W Carlo Rally as origin;lly planned, but with a

certain amount of rerouteing, it was reluctantly decided
by the A.C. de Monaco that cancellation was the wisest

move. Although ways and means had been found to
obtain sumcient fuel for the needs of competitors with'
out affecting available supplies, it was decided to bow
to public opinion in France. As representatives of the
French Government pointed out, the staging of a long'
distance motor-sporting event on French roads, whilst
their own nationals were subjected to severe rationing,
might have led to hostile incidents. The Police were
also of the opinion that resentment and possible anti'
rally demonstrations might make it extremely difficult
to guarantee the safe passage of competitors and their
vehicles. Another point was the provision of fuel for
purely organizational and policing purposes. The scale

laid down for foreign tourists could not possibly justify
the issue of coupons for French'registered cars, nor
could additional fuel be made available for purposes

connected with the general organization, and, of course,
for the large number of mobile police crews which
would be required en route. Naturally the announce-
ment has come as a blow, not only to intending com'
petitors, but to the section of the motor industry which
annually invests large sums of money in the event, for
the purposes of publicity and development. Elowever,
with the uncertainty as to how long the present fuel
crisis will last, to have run it might have done irrepar'
able harm to motoring sport. Aurosponr, in common
rvith other motoring periodicals, felt that the rally
should be staged, if it were possible to do so without
disrupting any national arrangements for fuel allocation
and distribution. Apparently it has not been possible
to do this, even with the promise of "free" petrol from
certain sources, and in any case, the position of the
French entrants was rather an invidious one. After
due consideration, it must be admitted that the advice
of the French Government is sound, and that the
passage of several hundred cars through a fuel-rationed
country might have led to all sorts of unpleasant
incidents, and would certainly have been used as a

weapon by subversive sections of various communities'
All we can hope now is that the political situation will
be resolved as speedily as possible, and vehicle owners
in Europe will be once more in a position to use their
cars and motorcycles, free from the present,
undoubtedly essential, restrictions. Prophecies as to
when motoring sport rvill return to normal are futile.
However, race promoters are taking it for granted that
the present restrictions are temporary, and are going
ahead with plans for their 1957 circuit events. The
position regarding rallies is more obscure, as they
cannot be organized as long as any fuel restrictions
remain in force. In the U.K., one can foresee several

events of a driving-test nature taking place.



$fltm rumours of a new Formula I
_'' c:rr bcing built by a famous
Coven-try_ manufacturer ar6 merely wish-
ful thinking. The concern lias no
intention of committing itself to a Crand
Prix programme.

Jouv anooxs has been appointed a- house surgeon and will be kept busv
until about May, when he may be abli:
to relax more and take part in motor
racing, at home and abroad.

7\eranerrmv objections by Signora- - Nuvolari have caused the ltalian film
on Tazio's life to be shelved meantime:
this does not afiect the publ.ication of
the English edition of the Count Lurani/
John Eason Gibson book on the great
Nuvolari.

f,nrrtsrr RAcINc AND spoRrs cAR cLuB

- 1s consldering a repeat perfomrance
of its successful London film shou. in
either Glasgow or Edinburgh.

Qolrr.i cHApMAri apparenrl)- can be in
two places at once. as French

motoring writers sa1' he uas at Nassau.
and Colin maintaim that he has noi
left London for several *.eeks. Maybe
tre has a double!

fhrne is a strong possibility of a six- hours International sports car race
takingplace on a British iircuit, in place
of the Dundrod T.T.

A*1 more rhan 30 1-ears active partici-
patlon tn motor and motorcycle

racing, Pirelli have announced that thev
are to cease product.ion of racing tyreJ.
They say racing cars and racingtiriuim
are now so divorced from production
cars and everyday roads, thai research
mto ordinary tyres and racing tvres are
aow t^wo completely different- pioblems.
The firm have deiided to concentrate
on lbe development of normal, industrial
and aircraft covers.

Quse is interested in organizing an
. Internatlonal sports-car race, the idea
belng to tie up with the South American
season. Possible that a race will be run
in February.

CARrcs MENDTTEGuv has fully recor.ered
-from his distressing actident last
lpring in the Sebring 12 Hours. and is
being tipped to join Fangio with Officine
Maserati.

(-)ncaNrzrns of the Tour de France
- would like to see this event alternatewith the "AIpine'' as a Eurooean
Touring Championship rally, in ord6r to
attract more entries from outside France.
This is highly unlikelv to happen. as the
"Alpine" is firmly eslablished.

$Tanwrcx wRrcHr, lm., closed their
used car showrooms at 150 New

Bond Street on 15th December and have
transferred their activities to new show-
rooms at- 30 St. John's Wood Road,
London,. N_l{,8. . The new tclephone
number is CUNningham 4491.

THE BMW Isetta economy vehicle is to- be produced in England Dext yeor,
at a factory near Brighton.
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JUST DANDY, sdy.r John Bolster,
taking de.livet'y ol a new B.S.A. Dandy
scooter from Angus Motor Cycles of

Seyeuoaks.

Acrlm- Ec_rc=:1, 1956

;\tronory S3-:s C- i:=::::omhip
regula:tLaf,s_iii' -s_: :- ::3 ippear_

ance ot a BcrlJ-i:=t- ::,-_--_-_o:r and
sports-racing m?ci:f,e :: ::.- ;-'.il trim.Its eligibiliry for -r-,i C-=:iomhip
series is being given f.i'' --.-.1.:jeration.and an announcemen:;--- be made
within the next week or rsur.

"(-)N or-r" DErARTMENT . . . ]{ike Haw-
- thorn is to drive a Ferrari in the

Argentine 1,000 kms. race. A
B.R.M. and two Connaughts have been
entered for the Argentine G.P.. r,+,ith
Tony Brook5 to drive the Bourne car.
and Flockhart and A. N. Other to drive
the Send cars. Neither maroue is
at all -likely to make the journdy. in
actualfact....
pnonanrllrv that the lg57 Mille^ Miglia will be restricted ro sports and
grand touring machines, as entries are
being limited to 100.

Qcuoenln cENTRo-suD have entered
" Piero TarufE. Giorgio Scarlatti and
A. de Tomasi with Fl .\{aseratis for the
Argentine raes. Da Silva Ramos
Cordini) is another runner. A I l-litre
Osca rvill take pan in the 1,000-kms.
event.

ftecruc . moror-cvclisr Reg Armstrong
- - ts reurlng trorn two-wheeler work.'Trs s:ici he hankers after a spot of car
raclig_

Nt'., -lmelcaq margue. the ,,Edsel,,,

- olEtr by ford, is aimed at the Buick
c-lais of market. The name. of course,
derives from Edsel, son of Henry Fordi

A.ToI _MARrrNr, organized by the-- A.I,I.O.C. at the Rubens Hotel last
Saturday, was very well attended. ihe
season's awards. including the ,,Avon''
Arthur Bryant frophl', aid the Brvant
Memorial Trophl' lpresented bv Mrs.
P.Vrrlt), were presented by the Mirquess
C-amden.

fluorrcsr F2 Cooper drivers next^ - 
.season should be Les Leston, Bill

Whitehouse,- 
_ Tony Marsh. George

Wicken, Jack Westcott and Brian Navlo"r.
Others who have ordered rhe l95Z mbdeiijrclu* _Ken Wharton. Rob Walker,
Francis Bean and Alan Brown.

fir time of going to press, John Webb
^ ^ had received over 600 lctters in
sup.port of his Connaught club project-
and o.nly one against. He expects 1,000by Christmas. Provision of 

'a 
sum of

around f2,000 is assured. As Britain's
oldest racing driver, Sir Francis Samuel-
son sent a c-ontribution, rvishing to be
amongst the first to assist in the -venture.
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SPOBTS N[}[S
UGTOLINI ON ALBERT PARK

\Trl-lo u@LrNI. in a statement to ther\ Pro. before- the departure of the
]Iaserati team from Melbourne for
Argentina, said: "There is a great future
for road racing in Australia. You proved
that by attracting a crowd more than
ts'ice ihe size of our average crowds
at qorld championship meetings like
l{onza. But much depends on the
quality of cars your local drivers can
obtain. The men therrselves impressed
me greatl!'-their times. *ittr *'hat are
reallv rhird-rate cars. s'ere escellenl"

H; said that improvwenr to the
roueh s€ciions of rhe -\lbert Park circrit
rour'3 br'.i:g ii i-nto s.riid d-ass. He
h-rpai tr:' -\tasgl-ai r-ould Lre ba;k nert
!=z:. -ar = ll:,i- Gra'c F:2. EL.EJ
i:E: -tr1-? :I;aE:z. =_\:-3 raie :J
be;Crai- lLEErs.

BR{,!H-{lI TCOOPm'T EI\-s -{T
\-Ew -{LSTRTLLI_\ CtRCt-Ir

Qr:--i:ri. ii:a Dr=::r. sas:he
" o-i--i:r: oi ; le'.i ctr;uit for -{us-tra-
iia. iaat oi-lhe Philip Island -A.uto Racing
Ciub. Before the *-ar. the Australian
Grand PrLr and other events were run
annually over roads on the island, the
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Formule Libre 60-rnler, winning both
races outright. A full report of the
meeting will be published shortly.

TIIE GORDINI-RENAULT
pouowrxc the "unofficial" announce-
^ ment of the Gordini-Renault agree-
ment, which was "officially not denied",
but not "officially confirmed", by the
Regie Renault. French enthusiasts went
crazy about the project, and going to
l'Action Automobile, the Parisian
Steering Wheel Club, one could hear
the scratching of pens upon cheque
books as though everyone was ordering
one.

The idea is to have a more sporting
version of the Dauphine, not really for
competitioa, but merely for everyday
motoring, just like the TV version of the

GIANT KILIER: (Above)
lock Brablwm leading
Stirywell's D-type lagtw
at Albert Park dwing the
Argus Trooht rae. The
ll-litre Coopq - Clirur
vreflt on to an tea$ail-
able victdy. He won
again losl Sqlurday, al

Phillip lsland,

*
VETERAN ol the
chcuits (righ0 pqloming
in the Australian Grarld
Pila iil Fterrch blue
colours, is Doug White-
lotd's ex-Iavech 4I-litrc
Talbot single-seater, q
lwt winnd of the ruce,
and placed eighth lhis

yeq.

roads being closed for the purpose. The
surfaces having deteriorate4 the island
sar*' tro post-sar competition, besides tie
fact that it *'as impossible to obtain per-
m.ission to close public roads.

-{ band of eathusiass *ere daermined
:o r=gain :he pop,r:iari:-v of the isiand.
a::d irr=eC Pl-lRC. lleclershj3 xa-s-r-; c--::ri-:ic: .-l ilo. sl:;a e;iied
'j: l:-j- :La 135. !-32rs rre <r.-4-. Land
:ai p.r---i=sed. aad af:ei lears of per-
s.i'e=:e. s :=le<i arcult of -rhree miles
rerrialized. *iih pemranent pits for 30
ee',ries. Tire opening meeting comprised
events for sports cars, F3, and Formule
Lihre rarlng czrs. Jack Brabham drove
his works Cooper-Climax ltJitre sports
in two events--{he l6Jap, 48-mile
unlimited sports car race, and the 20Jap,

1,100 c.c. Fiat. Obviously the fact that
such cars would be classided as ordinary
production touring cars, and, thereforc,
give them more chances of a raliY
rictory in this class. did not pass un-
roticed ar Renaull but it is certainly
ror '.heir rnain idea in produc,ing it.

-{t ihe moment a car and full co-
lrFer-a-ioa bas been given to Gordini to
plar' +'i:h. and in a fe*' months' time
rae!'expecr him to send it back to them,
modified to his iiking. Only then will
the price, and the rate of production.
etc., be decided; but the plans are for a
four-speed gearbox, 35 b.h.p. instead of
26, 80 m.p.h. instead of '72-and a rate
of produclion of about 10,000 cars in
all. In addition to a high maximum
speed, high averagos are expected.
thanks to the excellent road holding and
greater braking power.

The bodywork will not be modified,
but several coachbuilders have been
asked to submit a prototype of a little
coup6, something like the Alpine, that
Renault could build on a fairly large
scale. Quite obviously, if such a car
went into production it would also be
fltted with the Gordini-prepared engine.

Gfneno CRoMBAc.

WHITEFORD ACQUIRES 3-LITRE
WORKS MASERATI

T)ouG wHrrEFoRD, triple Australian
" Grand Prix winner, has bought the
3005 Maserati sports which Jean Behra
drove in the Australian T.T. White-
ford, a Melbourne engineer, is renowned
for his preparation of cars for com-
petition. In the T.T. he drove an Austin
Healey 1005, and for Formule Libre
racing he used the ex-Levegh I-ago-
Talbot. With this new car he is expected
to easily match the performance of Still-
well's "D" Type and Coffey's 750A
Ferrari.

IONES JUNIOR d the wheel: Stan lones's son steers dad's Maser*i to
the l,ine for the Grand Prix at Albert Park.
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NASSAU RACES

flnmr from the Nassau Trophy race,
'^ won by Stirling Moss (Maserati), the
three-day Nassau meeting at the
Bahamas 3.5-mile Windsor circuit saw
many other interesting events, among
them the Governor's Cup race.-l his was run in two sections of 20
laps, or 70 miles, each. The first for
cars in Classes E, F, G and H, and the
second for the bigger machinery in
Classes B, C and D, the winner being
the driver putting up the fastest overall
time. From the start, the first section
was led by Masten Gregory driving his
Testa Rossa Ferrari, with Hively, in a

similar car, not far behind, and Ken
-\l iles's Porsche-Cooper third. On the
lTth lap, however, Gregory had to visrt
his pit after becoming involved in a
five-car collision, leaving Hively to go on
to win at just over 92 m.p.h., with
Miles's extremcly fast "Pooper" in
second place.

'l he second phase of the Governor's
Cup suffered somewhat from being run
in partial darkness at the end of the dav.
The race was a duel at a blistering pa6e
between Carroll Shclby and the Marqurs
de 

__ 
Portago, both driving Ferraris.

Shelby led away from the flag, with
John Fitch (Jaguar D; on his heels, and
de Portago third. By lap 4, the Spaniard
had taken Fitch and was chasing Shelby
through the twilight at an avera_ee oi
over 99 m.p.h. Both of them drove lap 7
ql 100 m.p.h. and at three-quaner
distance, de Portago passed the Teran.
But a lap latcr Shelby uas back in 'JreIead once 4gain. ro take the flag at
99.095 m.p.h., and *in rhe Cor.erior's
cup.

Shelby also *on a tive-lap event earlier
on the first dar', during which Bill Lloyd
crashed his \laserati trying to avoid a
splnning car in a cloud of dust. This
l*as the \laserati Stirling Moss was duc
to drive in the Nassau Trophy race two
da1,s later,. and its much-dimiged front
*as only just straightcned out in time
b1' the burning of a great deal of mid-
night _oil. _ A second five-lapper was won
by Chamberlain (Lotus Mk. XIl from
Sheppard (Lotus N4k. XI), with. Sclavi
(9ooper-Climax) third, and' Baptista and
Fleming, also Lotus-mounted. fourth and
fiIth. the third race of this trio wcnt ro
Masten (iregory, who had little or no
lrqqble in outpacing the rest of a large
field of 4.5 cars with his Ferrari.

John Fitch took the Jaguar race on
Sgnday, and Marshall the Porsche evcnt,
u'hile Cregory staved off threats from
dc Portago and Boynton to win the flve-
_llpper for Ferraris. A full report of the
nNassau meeting by Ruth Sands Bentley
rvill appear next week.

ASTON MARTIN WINS IN
CALIFORNIA

Jowenos the end of the American^ season, the California S.C.C. held a
two-day race meeting at Pomona. The
mliin event, on the second day, was for

during the threeiat n:atiinq on tlrc
Winclsor circuit, *'us u'on bt l!orctu,d
llivcly (No. 18, 2Jitre Ferrari 'irt picturc),
aftcr Mnsten Gregory (.\'o. I Fcrrari)

v'as elinirmted througlt a collitiott.
Photo by Natiotal SpeeJ )porl .Yews

cars of over 1,500 c.c., and the field
fcatured Bill M urphy (Duick-Kurtis),
Masten Gregory (Ferrari Monza), Ken
Miles (Porsche-Cooper), John Von
Neumann (Ferrari Testa Rossa) and Bob
Drake (Aston Martin DBIS). For the
opening laps, Murphy, the favourite, Ied
Eric }lauser (Morganson Special), Miles,
Cregory and Drake, with only brief
seconds between first and last. Then
M urphy retired with engine trouble,
Ieaving Hauser lcading from Miles,
though only just. At less than half-
distance, Drake passed N,liles into second
spot, and then took Hauser after slip-
streaming him for several laps. The
Aston Martin went on unchallenged to
build up a considerable lead, while Miles
continued to press Hauser, the latter
finally waving the Porsche-Cooper into
a second place which he held to the end.
Fourth and fifth places were taken by
Evans and Von Neumann. The driving
of both Drake and Miles was com-
mented upon as being "brilliant", and
the performance of the Aston Martin
was stated to have been the best to date
in California.

MOBILGAS ROUND AUSTRALIA
Jhe Vacuum Oil Co. have announced
- plans to help build their annual
round Australia motoring marathon into
a classic event. \ext vear the trial will
have a ne\r name. th; Mobilgas Rally
(All Australia): a nerv start ;d finisil
point. -\lelbourne. instead of Svdnev,
and a neiv and longer time-period, f9
davs as against l-s days in 1956. The
dares- of the rally rrill be 2lst August to
8rh September, and the distance to be
covered will be between 8,500 and 9,000
miles. In addition to all the usual (and
to European eyes, quitc horrifvine)
hazards of the r6ad sci:tion through ali
the states of the country. contestanti may
also have to underiake acceleration,
manceuvring, hill-climb and other tests
in capital cities around the route. The
organizers also hope this time to attract
entries from other countries where
I\4obilgas economy runs are held,
Bltain, France, the United Stares, South
Africa, Malaya and New Zealand.

NASCAR-SCODA CH.{MPIONSHIPS

\[/ann-eN r^coBs, 28-year-old car
mechanic from Providence, R.I.,

and Fred Pfisterer, bearded nrrrsing home
administrator of Mount Vernon, N.Y.,
have won the NASCAR-SCODA (Sports
Car Owners' and Drivers' Association)
thampionships in the United Statej.
Jacobs, driving a Jaguar, toppcd the field
rn the over 1,5()0 c.c. clrss anri pfistercr.
in a Porsche, won honours in the under
1,500 c.c. group. There were lj race
programmes held, an increase from the
nine in 1954 and I I last vear. Jacobs
won eight of the 13 feature races and
ll of 15 qualifying heats. Pfisterer. *ho
will be 48 years old New Year's Day,
won eight of ll features and 10 of 14
heats in which he competed.

Naor-Scoda Final 1956 Pl3cinas rorerall)
I,Warren Jacobs, 916 p.r nr:: i F-.-J msterer,

?36; 3, Bill Paul, 71.1: i L-:- \1:i:C, 674, 5,
Leroy Gane, 668: 6. r..::* Ci.:. aji.

DESTINATION-BUENOS A I R E.\ :
Embarking at Genoa on the "Paolo
Toscanelli" last wcek were seven Ferraris
and seven Maseratis, bound lor tlrc
Argentine Forntula I and sports car
races, Seen here are two of the lutest

G.P. Maseratis.
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R{\K'S \-E11 R{CI.\iG FIL}I
-Flm Rank Organiz:tion's film "Check-
^ point" hed its premibre last Thurs-
da-v at London's Leicester Square
Theatre. attended by a large number of
prominent motor racing pe,sonalities, as
s'ell as cinema people. Motor racing
provides the theme, the plot being centred
bn the eilorts of a famous millionaire
motor manufacturer to smuggle a wanted
man out of Italy, as co-driver in one of
his own team cars. The hero is played
by Anthony Steel, who gives quite a
reasonable performance as a racing
driver, the love interest being provided
by attractive Odile Versois. Stanley
Biker plays the villainous O'Donovan,
and James Robertson Justice gives a fine
portrayal of the ruthless tycoon, Warren
V. Ingram. Most authentic is Maurice

LE MANS-STYLE-PLUS! Driver and
ntechanic leap in at the start ol the

" l:'lorence-Locarno" road race.

Denham (complete with B.R.D.C. badge
on blazer) as the team manager, prob-
ably givcn factual tuition by John Wyer
who, with his wife, makes a brlet
appearance in a control scene.-An 

imaginary Florence-Locarno road
race provides the exciting motor recing
sequeirce. interspcrsed with shots from
thd 1956 Mille Miglia, and a couple of
near-accidcnt incidents for which Cliff
Davis and Rov Salvadori doubled, the
former scattcring chickcns galore in a
farmyard. and the lattcr providing a
sDect;cular slide ofT course. The David
firo*n cnnccrn supplied the cars for tlre
feature players, the foremost ones being
thinly disguised Le Mans Vl2 Lagondas,
and ihe tCam all wore Avon overalls.

The colour photography is superb,
giving some really beautiful scenes of the
Italian countryside, and the city .oI
Florence. The Le Mans-type start, with
both drivers and co-d,ivers rushing to
their cars is well done, as is the thrilling
out-of-town dash, with Alfas, Oscas,
Astons, Maseratis, Mercedes, Porsches
and so on fighting wheel to wheel along
the tramlines.

Naturally there are inaccuracies; for
example, the hero's pseudo-Lagonda
suddenly changes into a recognizable
DB3S, and then changes its wire wheels
for Ford Ten disc pattern before plung-
ing to a watery grave. Also, allhough
Anthonv Steel does look like a real

I
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I

Photograph hy Patrick Benjalield

PIIHTNAIT EAILEHY
No. 62-RAYMOND MAYS

T{ens is a man who has lived motor racing all his life, who has had more than his
-^share of Fate's buflets, ]'et still comes back for more. Now a youthful 57,
Ralnnond Mays began racing rvith a Hillman "Speed Modcl"; the year was 1921, the
event the first Cambridge Universit-v A.C.'s hill-climb. Creen to the game as young
Ray was, he made fastcst time, an auspicious start to a 20-year racing carcer simply
studded with B.T.D.s. Shelsley Walsh. Prescott. Bouley Bay, Rest-and-be-Thankful,
Craigantlet. all have been conquered by Bergnteister \{ays universally acknowledged
as one of Britain's finest hill-climbers and sprint erponents of all time. Thet he has
made B.T.D. at Shelsley no less than 19 times bei*een 1923 and 1949 is sufficient
substantiltion of his prowess.

But Mays has done more, much more. then this. Driving E.R.A.s, which highly
successful marque he co-launched with Humphrev Cook and Peter Berthon in 1934,
l-ris race victo,ies are almost numberless-Nufhcld Trophl'. 1934; Eifelrennen. 1935;
Mountain Championship, 1936 and 1938: Interneiional Troph-v. 1937: Empire
Trophy, 1937; Crystal Palace Cup, 1939; Picardy G.P.. i937 and 1938: Albi G.P.,
1937; Phoenrx Park, 1937 . . . these are but some of the major ones.

Then there's the B.R.M., that unhappily famous-to some. infamous-machine,
with which Mays has been deeply connected from its ambiiious stert in 1947. If we,
the public, have been disappointed time after time by the B.R.\I.. be it the old Fl
l6-cylinder, or the new Fl "four", how much more profoundl-v disappointed must
Mays, one of its instigators, have been? To produce a British-built Grand Prix-
winning car has been his greatest ambition since those da-vs rvhen E.R.A. scooped up
one voiturette race after another, and for all the bitter disappointments, his hopes run
high still. To witness today's fine-looking little 2]-litre B.R.M. win just one pukka
Grand Prix would be fitting reward for this stalwart of motor racing.

C. P.

Anthony Steel
racins driver rracrng

eel does look like a real
r most of the time, his car

appears to have tremendous understeer
to judge by the wheel movement long
before a corner is reached. However,
these are only quibbles; one liked the
authentic look of terror on co-driver
John Coombs's face when his car is
passed in a dangerous spot by the hero's.
John Young is also seen br.iefly, and a
glimpse is caught of several Aston
Ilario folk. including Roy Parnell.

G.
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For Christmas Road fe# JOHN BOTSTER trieswr

A
fr is dfficult to realize, at this length of

nme, what a glamorous car the 60
h.p. Mercddds was. There have been
glamour-cars since-the Rolls-Rovce. the
Hispano-Suiza, and the Cadillac.-foi in-
stance-but none of these had {uite the
impact of the "Merc."

It all started in 1901. when paul
Dajmler designed the fuu of the series.
Before that, the German Daimler was a
high. heav-v, and cumbersome vehicle, of
which the undoubted power coutd 'not
be-used to advantage because of handling
deficiencies. The new model possesseE
most_of the distinguishing features ofthe llaimler, such as tbe honevcomb
radiator and the gate change, but it waslow and compact for its era, and its
appearance set a fashion that was to be
copied far and wide. It was considered
desirable to find a new name for this
epoch-making car, and it was anoro-
priatel-v- christened Mercedk aftei 'the
beautiful daughter of director Ernil
Je1linek.

That first machine to bear the name

had a four-cylinder engine of 35 h.p.
with a bore and stroke of 116 mm. x 14b
mm., which was quickly superseded by
tbe "Forty" of 120-mm. x l5b mm. Thii
was sold as. a high-speed touring car, and
also ran, wlth a tiny two-seater body and
no mudguards. in fhe great races of theperiod. It_was, perhaps, the first sports-
racing car in the world.
_ In 1903, the fabulous "Sixty" arrived.
It ha4 a four-cylinder engine <if 140 mm.
x 150 mm. (9,236 c.c.). and it eained for
Mercidcs the first of an almosf uncounl-
able number of victories. Later on, the
accents were to be dropped from the
name, and an amalgamation uith the
rival Benz concern was to Iencthen the
title, but still the Grand prir iins piled
rip. Yet Jenatzy's triumph in the l9O3
Gordon Bennett started the'*,hole amaz-
ing series, and so I .*-as most excited
when I was offered a drive in a similar
car.

-it happened lhis way. Lord Montagu
of Beaulieu had in his-beautiful museuim
a genuine "Sixty". Now, he agrees with

Aurosponr, Drcrysrn 21, 1956

TUITION in the complex control of this
veteran monster was glven by Mr. Pine,
wl.to actually took delivery 

-of 
the car

when it 'tryos new. Here he indicotes
the control layout to lohn Bolster. Lord

Montagu is in the passenger's sedt.

1903 00h,p. MTRCEDES

me that a car is a livine thine. and anv
machine on exhibition inoula- be given
ao occasional airins. Thus. the "S-ixtv"
was cntered for th-e Brighton rrn, aidI wa_s offered the privilege of driving it
into London on the dav before the evEnt.
. When I met the M6rcddcs, I had rhe
inestimable advantage of being shown
how to treat it by tlie man whJactuallv
took delivery of it from the works iir
Cermanyl This was Mr. pine, and he
collected the chassis for Lord Northcliffe,
who had a luxurious rear entrance
tonneau body built by Rothschild, ofParis. Although the tourins 6odv
naturally adds to the weight aid winil
resistance, the car is in other re.sDeds
identical to the one driven by Jenitzy.
. The. engine. has its huge cylinders castin pairs, with side exhaust- valves and
pushrod-operated inlet valves. The cam-
shafts are driven from the rear of the
crankshaft by exposed fibre wheels of
great width, and the magneto for the
lo.w tension ignition is similarly operated.
The low tension ignition system has con-tact breakers inside ihe cylinders,
operated by a set of cams and 

-rockers.

It will be understood that all four in-
terrupters are wired together and con-
nefted to the magneto by a single thick
cable. Each conract breaker c-loses in
turn, and opens as the magneto arma-
ture reaches the point of maximum flur.
On the "break", a spark occurs between
these actual contacts. and ienites tbe
mixture. There is an elabora'ie mecha-
ni.sp. f9r altering the ignition timing,
which is controlled from a lever on th!
steering u'heel.

Engine lubrication is achieved via a
multiple sight feed lubricator on the
dashboard, the many drip feeds all being
adjustable. There is a vast arrav of oiod
to €very parl of the engine, trit tni 'Oie

ends are splash oiled. The enormoui
flyrvheel has its spokes cast at an ansle.
to act as a fan and draw air out of lhe
bonnet. There is an undershield or
"tray" beneath the engine,

Control .was originally by a system of
exceptlonal complexity. A rack was
operated by the hand throttle on rhe
steering wheel, which engaged with small
spur wheels at the base of the pushrods.
This, so to. speak, -screwed them up or
down quick threads, and conseouintlv
varied the lifr and dwell of the'valvet
from zero to. maximum. A centrifugai
governor on the offside camshaft operat-ed
a, throttle in the carburetter, which ii
closed if the driver attempted to ovei-
rev. the^ engine. Incidentaliy, the ollside
camshaft is the one controliing the igni-tion contact breakers, the neaisidc cim-
shaft being for the operation of both
sets of valves.

Nowadays, this particular ..Sixtv" 
has

a simpler form of control. There 
-is 

still
no accelerator pedal, but the hand lever
operates directly on the buttcrfly throttle

LUBRICATION is controlled by this
ylay _ot drip-feed oilers on the' dash,
The three pedals conto! the clutch anitwo foot-brakes, there beinp ni

acceleruor pedal.
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MOTIVE POWER comes lrom this massive 9.2Jitre four-
cylinder engine. The cylinders are cast itt two pairs, and
there are no spcrking plugs; each cylinder has a contact-

breaker inside it, which ignites the mixture directly.

of an earlv Zenith carburetter. There
are two fo<it brakes. both situated on the
trammission. The ihird pedal is for the
clutch, which is of the scroll type, being
in effect a capstan, with a cable wound
round a drum. The gearbox is of the
sliding pinion type, incorporating the
di-fferential and countershaft. The gear
positions on the right hand gate are un-
usual, with first forward on the inside.
second straight back, a "U" change into
third, outside and back, and top forward.

The final drive is by side chains, the
rear wheels having sprockets on their
brake drurrs, which hase their shoes
applied by ttre hand lever. There is a
dead atle on serni-ellipric springs. and
the fronr arle is similarll' sprung. The
chassis frame is of channel sec-tion
pressed sterl. The tyres are of the high-
pressure beaded-edge type on wooden
wheels.

The big Mercddds were always noted
for diffcrilt starting. This was'of little
moment when one had plenty of able-
bodied servants, however. The starting
handle is proportioned for two men to
use simulianeously, and beneath the
radiator is a lever for the half-com-
pression device, which slides the camshaft
along and engages extra exhaust cams
that open the valves during part of the
compression stroke.

Let us forget the rigours of starting,
however, and assume that the huge cast
iron pistons are making their immense
strokes. The car vibrates gently as the
engine idles, and it must be run as slowly

PLUMBING for the lubrication system is elaborate and
comprehensive, although the big-ends are splash oiled.
The carburetter is an eaily Zenith, controlled by a hand

lever.

as possible to engage fust speed, as the no doubt that the "Sixty" was an 80
scroll clutch does not free readily. Its m.p.h. car. The acceleration is quite
self-wrapping servo action is appa,rent on brisk, and it is an uncanny sensation to

gather speed rapidly with the engine
virtually at a tickover.

It is difficult to put into mere words
the sheer fascination of handling this
Mercddds. As I sat up high in the
beautifully comfortable seat, and looked
down on the low bonnet, I felt ftst I
had a control of the car which no lower
seating position could confer. I was able
to slip through the traffic at speed,
placing the big machine eractly where
I wantod it. The steering is curiously
hear-v. but oh so accurate.

Perhaps the most tfuilling feature is
the sound of the car. The transmission
gears have a gentle and fairly high-
pitched hum, but each time one of the
enormous cylinders fires the hum be-
comes a yelp. Thus, the slow, deep throb
of the exhaust is accompanied by the
"ow-ow-ow-ow" of the gears and the
"slap-slap" of the chains. It requires
skill and concentration to drive the Mer-
cedis, but how abundantly one is
rewarded for one's trouble!

It is curious how many historians have
credited the "Sixty" wifh being the an-
cestor of the modern car. In fact, it was
nothing of the kind. It was a nineteenth
century car, better made, with immense
complexity, and bigger, but still with a
virtually single speed engine. Its appear-
ance, admittedly, started a fashion that
lasted for many years. but the big low-
speed engine and chain drive E'ere
rapidly superseded. The ancestor of the
cars of toda-v w-as qithout doubt the De
Dion. wirh its very flexible high speed
engine uhici responded to th; driver's
will.

Yet. it is the primitive side of ttre
"Sirt1"s'' nature *fiich rnakes it so fas-
cinating to drive today. Almost more
than anlthing in the world, I would love
to speed down the straight roads of
France. with that immense engirc idling
round at a few hundred revs. I am
grateful to Lord Montagu for one of
life's memorable experiences, and also to
\{r. Pine for riding with me and teaching
me how to handle this superb car.

I\'IPOSING contrast, amid the streams
of busy modern traffic (including two
Mk. VII laguars) as Bolster brings the
massive Mercidis along the Grea West
Road toweds Landon. He is accont-

pa,Ced by Mr. Pitr<.

engagement, and it is diflicult to make a
really smooth start.

Once under way, the 9*Jitre power
unit picks up speed, and gives a glorious
impression of brute force at its best
speed, which I should guess to be about
800 r.p.m. Around about 1,000 r.p.m.,
the engine begins to get rough and there
is some mechalical clatter, so one changes
into second sfeed. The changes, upbr
down, are extremely rapid, and go
through Iike a knife cutting butter. The
mo\-ement of the gear lerer is light and
positi'r-e to perfection. and a real lesson
to the designers of todal'.

The engine is by no means flerible in
the modern sense; one really drives the
car more on the gear lever than the
throttle. For a sharp corner, one comes
right down through the box to first
speed, and the top speed is not usually
engaged until about 45 m.p.h. has been
reached. It is exceedingly easy to alter
the effective gear ratio by changing the
countershaft sprockets, and naturally one
used diflerent "cogs" for touring and
racing, the limited revs. of the engine
necessitating a top gear approaching unity
for the latter purpose.

Fully equipped as tested, one imagines
that the maximum speed would be about
65 m.p.h., which must have seemed an
absurd velocity in 1903, having regard
to the performance of typical cars on the
Brighton run. Stripp€d for racing, and
with a narrow two-seater body, there is

\
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IN THE THICK OF IT: Georse phillips,
armed with the only niniuture cantira
a,nonqst a horde ol pres.s anl ncw.\reel
photographers, gets hintsell in tlrc frontrow lor t.he prizegiving at a rnceting at

the old Boreham circuit.

o George Phillips, Aurosport's
Chief Photographer (generally

known as "Phil"), takes time oul
before the Christmas holiday to
recount lhe story of his career
w,th cars and cameras.

judged my speed, and I must have been
doing all of 85 m.p.h. when I hlt it.
The bike cut the car in two, and I was
thrown nearly 200 feet, to land head-
first at the base of a telegraph pole.
Surprised to find I was still alive, I'was
carted oII to be examined by a local
doctor. He, on the other hand, was in
a maternity home on a delivery job, so I
was taken there. They wanted to keep
me there overnight, 6ut in the end i
convinced them of the urgency of getting
my plates back to Long Acre-oi what
remained of them-and eventually a
hired car was procured.

This, then, wrotq finis to a chapter of
my. life, which was most enjoyable,
getting me as it did a ringside-s6at at
most of the major news and sporting
events, five lots of concussion, a fricturci
skull, and a host of endorsements on mv
driver's licence for exceeding the Hore'-
Belisha-introduced 30 m.p.h. limit in
bui'lt-up areas.

Taking stock, my position roughly was
this; I owned my camera, the wreck of
a motorcycle, and a fairly watertight case
for compensation as a reiult of th; shunt.
This was settled out of court for f100,
and after paying various creditors, this

WHAT'S TTY ANGLE?
f uave been connected with the photo-
- graphic rvorld since l9.l l. A chance
remark by a pal o[ my schooldays ser my
steps in the direction of Fleet Street. Mv-
aim was to become a motorcycle dispatch
rider, but the snag was that I n6ither
owned a machine, nor possessed the
necessary cash to acquire one. However,
to my way of thinking, these were only
slight snags.

Eventually I arrived for an interview
with the Keystone Agency in Wine Office
Court. Fortunately for me (but equslly
unfortunate for the man concerncdj, oni:
of thcir riders had crashed the dav
before. After a searching interview by
the editor, when I told mbre tall stories
about my previous experience than I care
to remember, I was engaged; the pro-
vision was that it rvould lasi onll' as lon*g
as it took their orvn man to reco.r'erj
possibly about ttvo or three *.eeks.
I did not knorv it then, but this chap
h.ad .lgcided to give up motorcycling
altogether.. The main, problem was how to acquire
a. motorcycle-not an easy matter con-
sidering my precarious financial state.
Anyway, I went along to see Mr. Glan-
field, of Clanfield aid La*rence, with
whom I had worked in connection with
the Speedway. He turned up trumDs:
notwithstanding the fact rhat h6 had fiied
me a few weeks earlier for borrowing
one of his lorries without permission, h6
s^upplied me with a 1929 Rudge Ulster,
financing the whole deal out oT his own
pocket.

_My first Keystone assignment was to
take some ,State Opening- of Parliament
pictures to Croydon Airport for our
Paris office. It rained torrents, water
finding its way into the magneto. I
dashed into a confectioner's sho-p, bought
some -chewing gum, but neglected -to
chew it long enough, so that my tempor-
ary waterproofing just vanished, and
a-gain _the mag. became waterlogged.
Well, then, I missed the bloomin' p'iine.
This really started me writing my excuse
book, and I told such a sad iale'over the
phone about my temperamental machine
having been laid up for so long, that the
edito.r.was actually sympatheti-C, instead
ol l(rcklng me out on my ear, which I
thought would happen.

Anyway, that Rudge served me faith-
!gl-ly for three years, covering over
100,000 miles. Miird you, when I-finally
did part with her th6re'was very littl6

of the original left-I had even fitted a
slightly detuned Speedway motor!

These days were happy ones. I was
actually bcing paid to enjoy myself, but
like all good things, it came to an end.
Owing to a slight dilTerence of opinion
with the editor, I found myself out on
thc Street-but very much in it, if you
know what I mean, as I had recentlv
acquired a string-blind, quaiter-platg
focal plane press c4mera. This had, so
far, produced merely a succession of
spoiled plates, and the wrath of my late
employers when they found me iir thb
darkroom scratching around trying to
develop my efforts. -

For a time I did some free-lance
motorcycling. and also practiscd with
my_ cameia, taking the odd road crash,
and covering football maiches. I shouki
think that the latter was the means of
bringing out any latent sense of anticipa-
tion which I may have possessed. This
period came to an abrupt end one dark
night, when I was bringing some of Mr.
Attlee's election campaign stilll for the
Daily Hcrold from Southampton. A crr,
coming from the opposite direction,
suddenly decided to turn across the road
right in front of me. He obviously mis-

FAI/OURITE ANGLE for a typical Phillips speed shot. Taken lrom the
inside of the corner, the subject is of course Bob Gerard in the evergreen

Cooper-Bristol.
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ONE-OFF: George Pltillip,i.t very nurclt
oltcred L'|.G. 'lC r+'itlt *'lticlt lte estab-
lishcd himsclf in Internationol ruces,
itrcidentttlly lcadirtg to the design ol the

present Series "A".

dwindled to f20. I spent another €10 on
a camera, a 9 x 12 Mentor. I felt thrt
I was getting more proficient at photo-
graphy, judging by the far bettcr results
I was obtain.ng. One day, whilst hang-
ing around the Street, I met Jack Esten,
one of Keystone's star operators. On his
advice I went to Croydon Airport and,
in conjunction with a Mr. Brennrrd,
became a sort of official photographer.
My job was to take the arrival and
departure of various cclebrities.

I managed to secure a picture of Haile
Selassie, Emperor of Ethiopia, who was
paying an unannounced visit to Geneva,
to the League of Nations. That shot
was published in all the daily, evening
and provincial newspapers. My other
scoop, or should I say near-scoop, was
when a dock fire broke out suddenly one
Saturday afternoon. I had the tip-off
from the Street, and within a few minutes
was airborne to do my first photographic
job from a plane. Try to imagine my
feelings; here I was, a complete novice
at aerial stufI, with an entirely unsuitable
camera, scarcely any light, and with the
"target area" practically obscured by
dense smoke. By the time I arrived at
Fleet Street uith my plates, my fingers
*'ere almost parallzed keeping them
crossed.

I gave the plates the full treatrnenr-
bags of p1 ro-soda. and sle*eC rhern up
in '.he C1::r::i:e ce\ eiLr;€r for Io;-eer
rha:i I si:-.u:i h:r'g g3--. Ho;e,,'er. the
reS:.:S ; er; rgas..l,ble. atC XerStOne
c:;:..:-: . 5 r ll prins ro ihc Sundal
p3..€::. I: $ouid hare been a real scoop,
on,i a certain house painter chose that
*eek-end to march into the Saar, over-
shadouing my bcautiful dock blaze.
Some time later I was to cover another
fire from the air, when the old Crystal
Palace brewed up so spectacularly.

Croydon held me for a couple of
years, but I returned to Fleet Street
during the Abdication, which was quite a
job where free-lancing was concerned.
Some of us did quite well out of it,
but free-lancing on the Street of lnk is
not an easy way of making money, and
I came to the conclusion that there was
only one boss to work for-George
Phillips, Talking it over with another
agency chap with whom I was sharing
digs, we decided that the wedding game
*'as the pay-off. Once again I came up
against it. this time having no printing
equipment. Hos'ever. nothing daunted.
I *ent round to a ferr churches and
managed to obtain the names of frrtrr.e'orides. I *as lucky enough to obtain
one firm job out of these and, havrng
taken the picturcs, I spent my last shilling
on fares to Fleet Street, where a pal
knocked me ofl a set of prints. Back to
the reception I went, and obtained more
orders but, even more important, the
scratch-about eight quid.

Hearing about an enlarger and some
odd bits of darkroom equipment going
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at fl, I bid 30s.-and the man took it.
I uas norv in business on my own, and I
took on a job with a Speedrvay paper to
bolster up my earnings from the wedding
game. This Speedway job gave me my
introduction to speed photography, It
was no sinecure. Nearly all the meetings
were at night, and the riders did not take
kindly to flash bulbs going oII in their
faces when they were bunched together
on a bend. Still, I managed to make a
reasonable living rvith my flO camera,
and thirtl, bob's *orth of equipment, and
as things got better, I gradually improved
my apparatus, running my firm with a
certain degree of succcss until I finally
gave it up to concentrate all my energiei
on Aurosponr.

No.one is very much interested in war
remrruscences, so we can skip those
peculiar years. When it ended my
business was still solvent, and there werL
other things to occupy one's mind,
I acquired a 2-litre Aston Martin, and
became extremely interested in motor
racing. Taking a week-end ofl, I went
to Prescott, coming away with the illu-
sion that I could have done much better
than ail those folk rushing up the hill-
illusion it was, as we shall see!

Acquiring a new M.G. TC from
University N{otors, I lavished all the care
and affection that one does with the first,
really brand-new vehicle. Still with my
mind on racing. I bought a M:gnctte K j,
but soon disposed of it. Aboui this timeI met Harry Lester, who built me a
Pp |,Iidget. Off I went to Prescott and,
after_ a,few practice runs, thought I had
the hill preuy well ueighed up. So I
asked my uife to watch me ai pardon
Hairpin, for this was the section about
which I was not too sure. Like many
others, I hit the throttle too hard, anil
the PB immediatcly devcloped scvere
wheelspin. I thought I had ihe answcr,
and my wife's job was to inform me if
my n.ey theories.-were right. After kindly
marshals had lifted the pB off me shi:
remarked: "I don't think that was quite
the rigl.rt way to do it !"

I was fairly lucky, getting away with

EARLY DAYS - v,ith the lairhfti
Palmos rlate cantera, that prcceded the
Leica Phil ttses nowaday-s. lrr the back-
groutttl it tlrc e.r .l'orks, ex-T .T . ll.t .G. T D

that he owned at one time,
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THE ONLY TIME Phil has been seen
running! After taking the shot ahot'e,
he was caught on the lrcp by another
photographer (nghtfbut lrc *'as onlt
nipping round for a better view' (lotler,
right)! The incident took place at
Coram Curve at Snetterton, irt 1954.
when Colin Chapnnn ll-otus) sputt itt

front ol Archie Scort-Brot+.n (Lister).

three fractures of the arm in the vicinity
of the elborv. This rvas disastrous, foi
I was due to make my real racing ddbut
a couple of *eeks later in the Manx Cup
race, rvith the now rebodied and modified
TC. Going to hospital would put the
kybosh on my plans, particularly after
having had my entry accepted, difficult
enough in these days as I was a "new
boy". Anyhow, a local masseur did a
fine job of patching me up, and I went
to the Lo.M., finishing fifth, with only
larger cars ahead of the M.G.

By now I had acquired a 16 mm.
cin6-camera, which taught me a lot about
angles. I used to shoot ofi at race meet-
ings, and when the results were screened,
I controlled the speed of the projector
to watch the antics of the cars' suspen-
sion. This was a great help in showing
me how to go about getting interesting
pictures_ with my still camera, bearing
in mind that you can have only onE
go with the latter. To enthusiasti6 (and
wealthy) amateurs I would emphasize
this point, .namgly, do not, repeat do not,
try- to _ mix the two. W&ring both
slill a,nd cind cameras, I invariably found
that I had the wrong instrumenf at the
ready_.at the wrong time. Also, with
o_ur climate, I would advise that, even
although.colour,photography is fascinat-
lng tor cind work, one needs the latitude
afforded- by black and white, as opposed
to poorly exposed colour film.

As the 1948 season drew to its close,
I had my first experience of Continentai

road racing. This was with Oscar Moore
as co-driver, in the 12 Hours of Montl-
hdry, It was a wonderful introduction
to racing abroad, and my TC finished
fourth in its class. At Goodwood, the
TC went well to win the first 1,500 c,c.
race ever to be held on the circuit.

_By now I had built up quite an album
ot- motor racing photographs, still faith-
ful to a 9 x 12 press camera, which had
become a Palmos, reckoned at one time
to be the finest device ever made. In
these days of built-in rangefinders and
electronic gear, the old Palmos is apt to
be forgotten; but talk to any pressman
who used one, and that certain nostalgic
look always comes into his eyes.

What with racing, and taking racing

pictures, I found *'eddings terribly dull.
My stafl had kept the firm going while
I was off on week-end jaunts, but my
thoughts were on next ieason's racing.
During the winter the TC was rebodie-d
again. The first race of 1949 was a
complete flop for me; the car was not
ready, and I was foolish to make the
trip to the Isle of Man. However, bigger
things were in store. After many ?-is-
cussions, Le Mans was to be revived,
What was more thrilling was the fact
that I had an entry.

As lt so happened, the trip to Le Mans
was to shape my life more ihan anything
else had done up to the present. Durini
the week of last-minute feverish prepara--
tiorls, my H.Q. was the Hotel Mod-erne,
and I got into_ conversation with a chaf
who was also keen on motor racing, and
seemed to like the marque M.C. as much
as I did. We nattered for some time,
and I must admit that the next time i
saw him I ducked, because there was so
much to be done on the car, that evena few minutes nattering was h be
avoided at all cost. SomE months laterI was introduced to him. His name was
Gregor Grant, founder of Aurosponr.

When we met, he asked me if I had
any examples of my work. Mv album
then came into its own, and hi took it
away with him to study at leisurc. Some
time afterwards, he askcd me if I would
be .interested in a job with a magazine
which was_ going to concentrate entirely
on motoring sport. Terms were dis-

GET IN THE QUEUE! Waitinp for
the right montent by the hrid*e at Ramp
Bend. In this Crystal Paloce- scene, phil
joins the line of caneranrcn waiting forthe cars to slreak away from the "start.
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cussed, and agreed upon, and eventually
I covered my first job for Atrrosronr,
the Vintage S.C.C.'s Prescott hill-climb.
The cvcle had been completed.

With AtrrospoRT an accomplished fact,
the paper appeared to fill a long-felt
want. Moreover, it was stafted by
enthusiastic experts and, speaking for
myself, I would like to put on record that
if ever I wanted to try out anything
new, G.G. has always given me a free
hand. Believe me, this means much
more than I can put into mere words.
Having this support prevents one from
continually worrying about missing out
on other people; with plenty of scope,
one has freedom to do the job-taking
pictures.

During this period, I was still racing
as a member of the unofficial M.G. team.
My firm was still surviving, although I
began to neglect it in favour of motor
racing photography. Nevertheless, it
was useful in that there was always some-
body to help me out with processing,
particularly during absences abroad. So
that when I finally decided to give up
tho business, I was faced with the
problem of how to take pictures abroad,
with no one to whom to send them back
for processing. This teaser finally broke
down my resistance to 35 mm. photo-
graphy. Armed with my plate Palmos,
I had alw:iys looked down my nose at
miniature equipment, regarding it as not
quite for the professional. How wrong
can one be for so long?

I armed myself with a Leica, which
enabled me to take with me abroad a
portable enlarger, some light plastic
dishes and so on. With the aid of bits
of string, drawing pins, brown paper and
the odd eiderdown, hotel rooms were
turned into dark rooms. Prints were
produced on the spot, and this enabled
the editor to make up ArrTospoRT to
send the layouts back to base. The saving
in time was enofinous, and many peopte,
even fellow pressmen, could never under-
stand how Arrrosponr managed to appear
with such topical pictures following
major events. Some of these jobs were
accomplished under fantastic difliculties.
In the early days, hot water was not
always forthcoming in hotels, and I have
had to order large quantities of tea,
gsing the contents of the hot water jug
for developing. I have develoied
35 mm, film in my portable apparatus
in the cabin of a Miles Gemini, in the
back of the editor's l]-litre M.C. when
actually taking part in rallies, and in
the gent's toilet during an official recep-
tion to Monte Carlo competitors.

Talking about rallies reminds me of
the first post-war R.A.C. Rally, when
I went with G.G. in the Y-type. Near a
place called Lesmahagow (that name
always makes me shudder),- a half-wit
driver of a refuse wagon suddenly
turned sharp right on a one-way road.
The M.G. somersaulted several times,
and I finished up in the back, complete
with the passenger's seat, and clutihing
my camera. I was knocked out, but the
strange thing is that I took photographs
of the crash, which I nevei remember
doing. These we{e to come in valuable,
when the other driver was charsed bv
the police. I do remember ret"urnin!
south in an M.G. with half the body-rork missing-it was certainly a trilie
draught_v.

\ly orrl equipment comprises a Leica
IIIC. together *ith four lenses: an R.5

COMM.4NDO TACTICS are often necessary to secure pictures at
Continental circuits. Here, for irutance, is the police barricade across the
track at Le Mans this year during tlte prizegivlng, to keep a bay

u nau t h orize d-and aut h ori zed ! - 
pers on s.
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HAl l RICK: Phil never liked crash-
hats, and b,os unowdre that this series of
grimaces ltad been recorded, just before
he went out for a few proctice laps in an

Austin-Healey lost yeat.

35 mm. wide angle, an f2 50 mm., an f4
90 mm., and flnally, an f4 135 mm. With
this equipment I frnd it possible to cover
virtually anything. In conjunction with
these lenses, I alwap use the open type
of sports view-finder, as opposed to the
optical type. This is no doubt due to
the fact that it is very similar in general
characteristics to the old plate camera
set-up.

My favourite lens is, without a doubt,
the 90 mm. which I use for the majority
of my speed shots. I like it for many
reasons, the most important being its
wonderful definition without distortion,
a drawback which one must consider
when using the 135 mm. However, I
hasten to add that, at times, the fore-
shortening effect achieved by the large
lens can be most dramatic. Off circuit,
the 35 mm. is ideal for taking pit stops,
and any place where space is at a
premium. I always use this lens at the
Paris Salon, because it enables me to stand
that much closer to the subject, whereas
enthusiastic Parisians are difficult to
control if one has to get back far with
the bigger lenses. Having to shout that
much louder. and wave my arms about,
I lvould probabl]' get camera movement
with the 50 mm., no matter how small
the exposure.

Normally I employ a medium speed
panchromatic fitm, finding the actual
definition better than with the faster
stuff. Nowadays one can obtain ultra-
fast film.with fantastic speed ratings. I
have tried these out in ttr6 winter. uiuallv
in a closely wooded observed'section
during a trial-a pretty severe test for
any type of film. I must adrnit that I
was amazed with the results the first
time I used such a fllm.

On circujts, I like to back myself tight
on the inside of a comer. This is ;vflvourite angle and, with my old lovLtle 90 

- 
mm. lens, I can shobt pictures

sharp fro-m the front of the car, right
beyond the- driver. To my mind, "the

final res.ult is most satisfying, as you can
get rea.lly good detail of th1 suspension
at work (overtime on some cars). Also,
the expressions on some of the'conduc-
tors' faces are, to say the least of it,

HAT TRICK: Phil
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higily diverting. The method of obtain-
ing these shots is a combination of
shutter speed and stop, together with a
type of zonal focus I have developed
which will give me suflicient movement
on-the_car's wheels, which is the only
real indication of speed in this type oi
picture,. as opposed to the straigh-rpan
speed shot, where one can hold the iar,
irrespective of speed, and get terrific
movement in the background. I cannot
emphasize too much that the follow-
through whcn taking this picturc is as
important as the rest of the movement.

The main thing in miniature photo-
graphy is to fill rhe negative; if rhis is
donc succcssfully, you are halfuav
towards the control of the grain, i
subject about which I am afraid high-
pressure amateurs talk too much. Mv
pictures are never printed smaller than
8 x 6, and this often means an overall
print size of 15 x 12 (when I haize not
really filled the neg.). I am not safing
that I do not get grain; I do, but I do-noi
worry about it unduly. Frequentlv mv
negs. are pulled up to- 2 ft. x 4 ft., when
g,rain is inevitable. When blown up to
that size, one should, of course, s-tand
back to get the full e{Iect of the picture,
when grain does not matter a hoot.
Unfortunately, there are always people
who must go right up to 'sm-ell -it,
coming away muttering about grain the
size of golf balls.

Anyway, skilful masking allied to some
ruthless enlarging can produce some
9ramatic results,,bgt this ian really only
be done successfully by people with a[l
their own equipmcnt, who can carry out
t}te work themselves. So now we come
to what I describe as the non-technical
difficulties, and pride of place must go
to the foreign police. There seems io
be a national sport on the Continent of
photographer-baiting by the police. On
many occasions I have had trouble, real
trouble. An early experience was at the
Luxembourg G.P., when it was run as a
500 c.c. r4ce, I was happily lrking pic-
tures at the hairpin, when along came a

character who might have just left the
front door of the local cinema. He
started pushing me around; this I did not
Iike, and a fierce argument ensued,
Frcnch on his part, and English on mine

-with a few colourful terms of my own
thrown in for good measure, whi-ch he
seemed to understand. This developed
into a pushing match, which my
opponent lost, as he went head-over-
heels into a large trench. I found out
afterwards that he was a grand pan-
jandrum of the Duchy's gendarmerie.

Le Mans is a favourite hunting ground
f9r_ ps fli.cy. _Even furnished- 6y the
A.C.O. with the necessary braslards,
"guaranteed to prevent trouble with the
gendarmes", it is a 24-hour battle to get
round the circuit and do one,s job
properly. Two years ago I hit on 

-an

idea which worked out fairlv well. I was
stopped by the law, and I played a deaf-
mute part, just holding my hands up in
despair, and pointing-to'my ears 'and
mouth, emitting inarticulate sounds.
After about five minutes I won. and the
gendarme depa-rted muttering something
about "les Anglais". How he knew I dd
lol know, unless he recognized the
q.R.D.C: badge which I always wear on
the Continent.

Oh another occasion I thought up
another wheeze, teaming up with one oi
my.opposite lumbers on a contemporary.
This was at Ni.irburgring, where itt you
can get out of the rozzers is ,'Nix, nix,,,
when you .want to go somewhere. Up
came a policeman wearing one of thos-e
long macks beloved of - the Iate Sid
Field. Then followed the usual ,,Nix.
nix", whereupon_ I started waving my
arms about, and calling "Englai-der,;.
There was now a lot of pushing going
on. and I stopped short t6 poini t5 mi
colleague who was getting down the roail
fairly well. He broke o-fl his argument
with me, and started chasing the other
c_hap. This let me go my way, so between
the two -of us he got nothing except hot
round the collar. Having ieached our
spots, we had to work like mad, for the
Germans, unlike the French, hate to give

valve springs, modifying the carburetter.
and raising the axle ratio, which latter,
of course, also makes for more comfort-
able cruising and less engine wear. The
complete job, undertaken at Haddenham.
costs.about f35, which includes fitting a
recalibrated speedometer, and a full "de-

carbonization and valve-grind. Exchanse
kits of parts are also available, whiih
reduce the cost to about f24. fhe con-
version is at present available for the
 ustin A30, A40 and A50, Morris Minor,
Cowley and Oxford and the Standard 8.
The range will shortly be extended to
include the Austin A35 and the Morris

Atrrosponr, Drcrrrsen 21, 1956

best to photographers. and reinforce-
ments were soon under way. The dodging
began _all over again. bui picrures -haii
been shot, without any gun-play.

Non-technical snag Nol 2 is t'he over-
exuberance of certain marshals. Now
let me hasten to add that marshals, on
the whole, do a wonderful job, but there
are characters, probably 'new to the
q,ame, who unwittingly get under one's
skin, often causing good pictures to be
missed while they engage you in
arguments.

Finally, . there. is the wrong type of
pass. This seldom happens in' -Great

Britain, but quite recenrii I was at Niir-
burgring. where Awospdnr is registered
for the purpose of proper facilities and,
on application, was presented with a
brassard which confined me to places
occupied by the public. There was
another type of brassard, which allowed
fairly free movement, but I was told that
only 12 of tlese had been issued, eight
going to the German press, the remainder
being split up between accredited repre-
s,entatives of motoring journals. Sb I
did not get one (at least not from official
sources). Imagine my disgust when I
found at least flve ;'touriits', oroudlv
yearing the brassard. I do not alfogethe'r
blam-e. them, but I do feel that prorioters
should be more strict with th6 issue of
lrack passes, even to the extent of havingthe national club thoroughly vel
gpplicants; they could then confidently
leave the experienccd men to get on with
their jobs. relieving marshalsand police
of unnecessary and onerous duties.-

Well, then, so much for moans. That
is.a privilege which everyone enjoys in
this country, but I would like td flaceon record the large number of helpful
and altogether charming folk one meets
at any motor sporting event, be it racine.
rallies. trials or motor shows. Mv
fellow professionals are as fine a buncir
of chaps one could possibly meet and, so
tar as I am concerned, I have never come
across any of the so-called cut-throat
rivalry which is supposed to exist
between us.

ALEXANDER ECONOMY

[rcxaroen-lAysrALL conversions for^^ many of the popular cars are well
known for improving performance con-
siderably without increase in fuel con-
sumption. However. now that everv
drop of fuel is precious, Alexanders havi:
drawn our attention to their new ',Super
Fc-onomy" conversions, introduced just
before the London Motor Show, which
increase engine efficiency in order to
provide a verl'considerable reduction in
petro[ consumption without loss of per-
formance. On test, an Austin A30 was
s_e!!,- w!!h two up and luggage, on a
6,00o-mile trip through Auslr'ia] Switzer-
land and Italy, to Yugoslavia and back,
over which the fuel consumption aver-
aged 55--56 m.p.g.

The conversion includes reshaping and
polishing the cylinder head and riisins
the compression ratio, fitrin-e strongei

,
t_lris pictrtre (front tlte S.C.C_1. Journal,
November-Decentbcr) is Bitt Betts,s j50
c.c. Giatrr. ll is ahortt to tjosr a Ford
Thunderbird and an Edvard-s Spl. to rtin
a rac_e at Mansfield. Louisiana, durinq a
meeting of the S.C.C.A. (San Jacinto

Region).

Minor 1000. Inquiries should be
addressed to the Alerander Engineering
Co., Haddenham, Bucks.

ECONOMY BY AUSTIN
[N Austin_ A35 saloon, driven by

Joseph Lowrey, has achieved aD
average fuel consumption of 53.7 m.p.g.
during ^an. B.A.C. 

-observed 
.conoh"y

trial.. Official R.A.C. figures show thai
clesprte an average speed of 31.6 m.p.h.,
which was maintained under noimai
traffic conditions, the A35 used onlv 9.75
gallons of ordinary premium pum! fuel
in covering 524 miles.

?z;v.</Zzz4"?iV.Za#r*
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lN PI/ACE OF THE USUAL OX-ROASTING . . . The offon-off Boxins Day Brands

Hatch Race Meeting might have been like this-suggests Raymond Groves
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EIIINIIIUY ffiIHIIEH
fr has not escaped our notice that c.ertain contemporary

motoring journals have reacted to the fuel crisis by publish-
ing a number of exhaustive articles on pe,trol 

""on<l-y. 
I-et it

not be thought that Aurosponr is insensitive to the pressing
necd for the utmost conservation of our limited stocks oi
petroleum spirit: Au'rosroRT goes one befter, however, and for
our Christmas issue we take pride in presenting for tl-re first

AE
Design

6G 6
OVER

GG66G
No. |-THE HANG AAork I

A Gran Turismo Machine

of Exciting Performance

and lngenious Design

/ 'tl

-a',4/

f}lls week we proudll' presenr rn e\-
clusive cutaway drauing by Theo

Page of the new Grand Touring Hang-
over, a low-price vehicle of doubtful
performance which bristles ixith novel
features. Frame is built on the Victorian
bedstead principle, and the barrel-top
disc brakes are mounted on each side
of the combined power-unit and final
drive. Unrationed cheese is used for the
fuel, together with ,'mouse-in-cage,,

Aurosponr. Dncrunrn 21, 1956

time, on this or any other slage, two entirely nerv designs that
use no Wtrol at all. Alternative forms of propulsion have
been dismissed by our contemporar.ies as impraiticable_-but
mark our words, these hitherto unrevealetl developments will
revolutionizo the automobile industry and bring sr,,.eeping
competition successes to Britain in the coming season-or u,e'll
know the reason why. i

?

Another exclusiae AUTOSPORT

cutau\ay drau:ing by THEO PAGE

motor. Barrel hoops are employed for
the ingenious "self-suspending', wheels"
$'hich have integral easy-chair springs,
gir.ing a remarkably "buoyant,' suspen-
sion. The latest type hooded headlamps
are constructed from high-quality jam
tins. whilst a DSlg-pattern steering wheel
is used. A clever, direct-supply cistern
is a feature of the windscreen washer.
Note the elegant, rally-type driving seat.
and the craslr-proof, corrugated roof"

Heating has been carefully studied; the
high temperatures, caused by the rage of
the motive power being unable to reach
thc fuel, provide suflicient energy to
ensure adequate internal temperature.
Undoubtedly the }langover is an im-
portant contribution to British auto-
mobile engineering, and should acquit
itself well in short-distance events of up
to about 100 yards. A team is being
entered for the I 957 Relay Race.
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Desisn No. 2-THE I ERCER

SEIDOiA-ACTING HALF.STROKE

BUBBTE ENGINE

'T'he flrst intimation we had of theI existence of this prime mover was
contained in the following dramatic letter
received from the designers.

Dear Sir,
As the present trend of design in the

Motor Industry is of a revolutionary
character, my associate and I have
evolved a car whiclt tvill, no doubt,
shake the industry to the hall-shaft.

lle are taking a liberty, I am sure, by
sending you a copy of the specification,
but there are features that must be
brought to the eye of the motoring
public.

The whole success of our venture has
been upon the e.rclttsive use of case-
hardened Norgel pins, which has
obviated all movitrg parts, and tltereby
resulting in contJilete intmobility. These
unique components v)ere developed
during a three year spell amongst the
"hard cases" ol Silverstone.

We trust that our design is no more
revolutionary than others of lae.

lAe remain,
Yours, etc.,

*

CROSS-SECTrON ol
this unique power unit
is shown here. Pre-
ignition is apt to
occur it' too sharp a
detonator is employed.

Stroke 3.
Pricker emerges from cylinder head,

and bursts bubble. The resulting ex-
plosion forces piston down and cycle is
repeated.

Specification
No. of Cycles-3.
Firiry Ner-l?312232131 113223215?1.
H.P.-Deferred terms available.
BJ{.P.--{.0O11 Shetland Pon1 t5 hands).
C onsumpti on--{al i opi n g.

Reliability Factor--0.000 1 9l I 576148.
Unfortunately further details cannot be

released for security reasons.
(Signed) J. R. Msncan,

DtnBcron oF TECH. DEVELopMENT.
A.M.I., W.C. & Cseru,

Saloor.r & Ban, B.S.F. ScsoLen.***
It appears that plans are also well

advanced for a car to be produced by
the same stable and the specification is
appended below.

Mercer Mk. I Specification
Engine: Water turbine (oxial flow) liable

to brake at any H.P.
For the G.P. model, the Mercer 3-

cylinder, seldom-acting half-stroke,
bubble engine is used.

Suspension: Front-unequal length wish-
bones (taken from dillerent size
chickens).

Rearjsemi-elliptical helical springs.

Final Drive: Via main S.V. and Hypoid
indifferential.

Brakes: Frequently.
Coachwork: Papier mAch€ (aerodiabolical

design).

Steering: Oprional ertra.
General Information:

Starting is cunningly achieved by
operating the starting handle. This is
pushed back and forth thereby pump-
ing water from the reservoir tank
through the turbine and so moving the
car forward or in reverse (the latter
being the only way of moving back-
wards).

When the hydroflow velocity is
reached the aerodynamic sprays are
switched on and so the water is
delivered to the turbine at high
velocity.

Such a simple design could not fail
to appeal to the inhabitants of
Manchester.

For security reasons, no further in-
formation can be released.

LrvERPooL
G. A, \rl,
J. R. ]Irncen.

t
a

}IERCER SELDO}T-ACTDiG IL{LF.
STROKE BUBBLE ENGL\E

General
As will be seen from the drawing, this

engine is of orthodox construction. The
only unique feature is the use of case-
handened margarine as a basic material.
This is easily machined and moulded,
thereby ensuring low production costs.

The engine utilizes a mixture of
common soap and water as fuel. The
ratio of 85.19/ 14.81 has been found most
suitable for Grand Prix use with a com-
pression ratio of 79.317 and bursting
point at 5'-7'-29.2" before T.D.C. For
normal road use these figures would be
86 I 14, 6 I I and 3" -2'-ll" respectively.

The engine is of revolutionary concep-
tion, in fact, it is so revolutionary it
actually revolves. It revolves in the
same direction and at the same speed as
the crankshaft. This means that at all
speeds the crankshaft is stationary. The
advantages of this are immediately
apparent-lack of wear, low piston
speed, smooth running and the ability to
replace all components whilst the engine
is developing maximum power, to men-
tlon but a few.

As can be seen from a torque graph,
the power comes in very late and goes
out very early. It seems likely that this
characteristic was inherited from the
design stafI.

The engine is very quiet
the only sound being a
above 27] r.p.m.

in operation,
soft gurgling

Stroke l. Cycle

Piston moves up
and thereby drawing
crankcase.

causing depression
fuei mixture into

Stroke 2.
Piston moves down causing fuel to be

blown into cylinder in form of bubble.

a

)) /;
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THE FORMULA 2 LOTUS
Ouer 14O b.lt,p. in a 5Z

Performance for Colin
cutt. Car Promises Outstanding
Chopman's First Single-Seater

Jrvrnoouceo at the Earls Court Motor
^Show, the ll-litre Formula 2 Lotus
aroused grcat intercst, not only for its
clever dcsign, but for the fact that it
was the general public's first view of the
twin-overhead camshaft Coventry-
Climax power-unit.

In this fine Theo Page drawing, the
salient features of the Lotus are re-
vealed. The frsme is constructed from
square- and round-section tubes, and
use is made of two of the main tubes
as oihvays to the tail-mounted, three-
gallon tank rvhich supplies the dry.sump
engine. Of extremely light weight,
scientific applicetion ensures immense
rigidity to the slructure, which is in the
modern space frame style.

Suspension all round is by helical
springs and integral. h-vdraulic tele-
scopic dan-rpers. A nerv departure for
Lotus is the emplol'ment of rvishbones
at the front. These are of fabricrted
tubular pattern, the bottom ones being
slightly longer. An anti-roll bar is
incorpo-ated in the top wishbones, the
torsional arms forming hrlf the wish-
bones. Stcering is by reck-and-pinion,
the short column having a claw-Joint at
its extrcmity, which controls the main
operating rod to the nearside of the

shaped in the form of a wide "A".
Inboard disc brakes are mounted at

the rear: wheels are of a novel pattern,
constructed of magnesium alloy with
pronounced strcngthening ribs. Disc
brakes are also used for the front.

The power-unit is located fairly far
back in the frame, behind a raked.back
radiator block. An oil filter is attached
to the rear of the block, but there is
no separate oil-radiator. Dimensions of
the Coventry-Climax engine are 81.2
mm. x 71.1 mm. (1,475 c.c.), the eight
valves being operated by two chain-
driven, ove,head camshafts. Carbura-
tion is by a pair of double choke
carburettcrs, and power-output is given
as l4l b.h.p. at 7,000 r.p.m.

Of absorbing technical interest is the
combined five speed gearbox and final
drlve. This provides a step-down of
6 ins. to the propeller shaft: the latter
is only ] in. in diameter, being con-
structed from high-tensile steel, and is,
in efIect, a torsion bar. The gear lever
operates in a quadrant, all ratios bcing
selected progressively. The primary
shlft moves longitudinally, incorporeting
dog mechanism which passes through
the centre of each gear pinion in turn,
the latter having internal splines. All
gears are indirect, and the mechanism
is being made specially in Ce many for
Lotus, no British manufacturers being
able to give a reasonable delivery date

for the completed components. Final
drive is by hypoid gears.

The bodyrvork is as compact as is
consistent with single-seater require-
ments, and, although narrow. has most
pleasing lines. A l2-gallon fuel tank is
carried in the scuttle. more or less
above the drivei's knees. The seat is
steeply raked. providing almost a reclin-
ing position for the driver.

With an engine devcloping over 140
b.h.p., and a dry wcight of approxi-
mately 5] cwt., the F2 Lotus should
have a remarkable performonce. It is,
of course, a comparetively tiny machine,
rvith a wheelbase of 7 fr. 4 ins., 4 ft.
trrck, and tip to nose length of l0 ft.
I I ins.

Full provision has becn made at
Hornsey for a series of these cars. and
it is hoped that several of rhem will be
completed in time for the opening of
the 1957 season. Main difficultv ii the
engine situation, and the suiply of
2-o.h.c. units will n-rturxlty be tight
until the season is well under way.

Bteenng unrt.
At the rear

ployed, with
raclius arm at
radius arms,

a de Dion axle is em.
a single central tubula;
the tol, and dual loser
the o{Iside one being
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SllllPLlClTY is tlre keynote
in the cockpit; tlte ntininutnt
of itt.strunretil.t are provided,
7'he contt'ortahle steeply
ruked hnckct seut is sltowrt,
and the unusuul straight-
through "ratchet" gate for

the live-speed gearbox.

FRONT END ol the stace
frantc, tt,itlt tltc cnqittc,l-
ntorai. Tlte stecring rack
Iies acro.ss the bottotn tuhe
otttl uhoye it i.r the oil filtar.
7 he suspctt:;ion tutits ore
similar to those in use on

motor cycles.
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Another Exclusite AUTQSPORT Cutaway Drawing by THEO PAGE



r
802 Atrrosponr, DrcrMsrn 21, 1956

In.the same way that some rally organizers have bowed to
publrc oprnion by camouflaging the intentions of competing
cars, are race organizers pandering to the patriotic feelingi
of a general public which will not-hesitate tb use its cars io
attend Boxing Day football matches, etc.?
. Surely -the ingenuity, of the "fans,, would have got them

tlpJg; I, for one, would have (bi)cycled happily from jhe wilds
of Norfolk' 

D. pHrpps.
Bpncn AproN, Nonrolr.

CIub Racing

J ert afraid my letter of last week must have confused a^ number. of. peopte, as the word "agree', in the opening
sentcnce should have rcad "disagree".

How.ever,_ I think in all fairness, that if any dispute arises
over the Mark XI Lotus being inctuded in ihe 7SO Club,s
1,172 Formula-providing it complies with the Formula-
surely.the competito-rs aie the most affected. They should
say whether an unfair advantage is being taken. 

- In this
event, Junior and Senior Classei would no doubt cater for
the beginners and the more serious types.

CORRESPONDENCE
Trials

f)e,tn, dear, Mr. Simpson-you ftaue dropped a brick! That
- Dellow which won the R.A.C. Championship in 1951 most
certainly would_ not__reach the start of any section these days,
as it wouldn't be allowed to compcte, thiough not complyirrg
with the current R.A.C. formula. This r.ery gbod car belbriged
to Wally Waring and had an engine almoitlmidships; it ias
thus a car far, far from a standard Dellorv.

We personally have no desire to drive our cars at 80 miles
per hour, but, though being somewhat timid, we do not think
that having done so we would be reduced to neryous wrecks.
We also have no reason to believe that our cars are any more
roadworthy than others -competing in trials. Duriirg the
course of time we have followed many trials cars, but obvi-ously
not those that you have followed, Mr. Simpsori; the ones we
have been behind have proceeded along an excellent straight
line, as weli as going around corneri in a most pleasi"ng
manner.

Wor-mNcuau, Sunney.
Rrx CuappBlr-,
Gaorr Newrr,raN.

J. W. WHrrerlousp.
Hocrley Hearn, Wanwrcrsutne.

The Editor is not bound to be in agreemcnt with
opinions expressed by readers.\fouR correspondence on the subject of trials should provoke- a lively interest. I flrst spectated at a car trial at the age

of three and became a confirmed enthusiast!
In more than 20 years as a "trials passenger"-since the

M.G. Car Club's "Abingdon" of 1934 and mbst recently as
Michael Lawson's passenger in the Bristol Club's November
"Fedden", the fascination of trials has never waned.
. The friendly spirit in trials is surely more marked today

than ever before; the compet.ition no less keen and spectatoi
llrtgleqt undiminished, as witness the crowds at the Knbtt Cup
Trial in Donet, opening event of the winter s€ason.
. In the forthcoming period of petrol rationing, this exhilarat-
ing branch of the sport with its very modest petiol consumption
sho_uld acquire many supporters fiom the rally world, and we
look. forward _to seeing new names in the eirtry lists. They
can be sure of a real -welcome from the established trialsmeir
like GeofI-Newman, Rex Chappell and Michael Lawson, to
name but three.

We look for Aurosponr's valued support and encourage-
ment, for trials are very much alive today.

Lorvoor.r, S.W.l. 
IaN MacrpNzIr'

U and Non-U

\[/HtI-sr applauding Mr. Webb's idea for a Connaught
_ 
' Supporters Club, may I heartily deplore the suggestion

that these supporters should be so burdened by their aff&tions
that a lapel badge is their only means of demonstrating them.
This horrible object is just one of the hall-marks of what is
called by another excellent journal a "shmoe". Should you
not be familiar with this term, I should briefly explain [hat
sartorially it would be in the worst of taste, and that in the
world of "U" and "non-U", it would denote to all of the
former.- (ju-dglng by the paddocks at our race tracks many
erstwhile followers consider themselves very much in this
class) how the heathen were amongst them. 

-If 
supporters of

Ofiicine Maserati, etc., care to shorv their allegianie in this
manner. this is possibly due to the extraordinarn desire of the
foreigner to make an cxhibition of himself at-all times.
- No, sir, if 1.ou wish to appeal to the wealthy, the snob,

the esthete.. and me, the only_possible answer is- a tie--only
not one of those zebra affairs, please!

Viva Aurosponr. Floreat Connaught-and in 1957 B.R.G.
for danger!

Lorruors, w.g. 
J' sTAN-roN'

The Brands Hatch Cancellation

fr would be interesting to learn the real reasons for the can-
^ ccllation of Boxing Day Brands Hatch, for in their state-
ment the organizer5 appear to have underestimated the
enthusiasm of their regular supporters. A low attendance
figure would, of. course, create financial problems, while
entrants from a distance might have found difficulty in-getting
their cars to the circuit.

Acknowledging the lack of public transport. the organizers
perhaps consider it wrong for spectators'from the London
area to use a little of their basic ration for such purposes.

IBOOI( IIEYTEIVS
Title: Scale Model Cars.
Author: Harold Pratley.
Size: 4! ins. x 7;[ ins.; 79 pp.; 18 photographs; over 3D iliagrams.
Price: 5s.

Publishers: Model Aeronautical Press, Ltd., 38 Clarendou Road,
YYatford, Herts.

[uruuN,. 1956, .has brought I spate of books on full-size
motonng sub;ects, but one on scale modelling is a rarertreat. Scale Model Cars is a new work by one noted for

his lifelong enthusiasm,for mgtor racing. Haiold pratiey, wtro
was at one time with the British importers of the Alfa Rbmeo
car, ind who owns the -famous old ex-Campbell 350 h.p.
12-cllinder Sunbeam-the first of the Bluebird line-manifcstiv
knows his. subject and is, indeed, ever ready to digress frori
technical instruction to bring in some item froni the rich
history of motor racing and motor cars. His modelline
methods are those of a precision engineer, as shown by thosE
of his models illustrated in the boo[. One resrets thai more
are.not shown, and that the pictures are not largcr, to do them
justice.

While hardly offering the would-be modeller an A to Z
introduction to an exacting hobby, the author deals with manv
problems, including the piovision'or adaptation of workshopi
and equipment, then details methods 

-of 
tackling varioirs

constructional tasks encountered in car modclling] such aspefi$ working.independent suspension of various"iypes, and
building wire. wheels by a rathei complex method, jh"i for
the larger scales.

The introduction in recent months of several detailed
constructional model kits of marked accuracy will not, one
hopes, reduce the number of "do-it-yourself'; cnr modellers.It is one of the most fascinating of hobbies, and Harold
Pratley's book should do much to bring in new .,recruits,' and
guide them to its pleasures, while many-an ,,old hand" will find
useful tips tn Scale Model Cars.

C. P.

IHE_Motor Racing Diary, 1957, just issued by Motor Racing^. Publication., I.!d., of 13 Conway Street, W.l, is just thE
thing to. carry with _you on those maddening train jburneys
confronting us .all. . You can browse in its tables of resul[s,
its Championships data, and circuit maps; you can make notejin the memoranda pages (on how late th6 train is. sav). and
you can study next year's Calendar, in anticipation of"good
things ryturning when that Canal is working again. n"eing
also a Diary. there are ample spaces for notis on each dai
of the coming year. The whole is nicely bound, with rou"aei
edges to preserve your pocket lining, and the price is 6s.

c. P.

I
i

i
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PH0T00UtT,
A Page of Puzzle Pictures for ldentifica-
tlbn in the odd Five Minutes during the

Iloliday Perio*-or the odd Hour-or
Two Hours . . . Answers Next Week

(Above) Who is the
driver, and what is
the car? Taken at

Prescott in 1946.

(Left\ And who is this
driver, doing a "Le
Manf' slart at an
early Silverstone

meeting?

(Below, left) What
make of car is this?

(Above) This very car,
in the f ornt shoty'rt,
v'on d, Grod Prix.
What car?--and vhich

G.P.?

(Leit1 Can tou nante
this car? It r+'as fined
v'ith an .1 nzani enpine.
lt'ant a clue? Think
oi -l/oss at a Le

tlarx start.

(Above) A pre-Hitler war German G.P.
ccr, racing at Brooklands? Name it, and

its driver.

*
(Lelt) Hill-climb-goers should know tHs

engine and car. Do you?
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CASE HrsroRY oF rHE MASEBATT
of a Famous ltalian Racing Marque '/ 

By NoRiAAN sfi*TH

804

The Evolution

Port 2

JN many ways the year l93l had been
^ a let-down for the Maserati firm after
its surge to the forefront late in 1930.
Howeve,', l93l's competition had been
keener, and in the very nature of pro-
gress the promise for 1932 was great,
bearing in mind the 2.8's wonderf ul
showing at Monza. Thus Luigi Fagioli
and Ren6 Dreyfus again cheerfully
shouldered the responsibility of spear-
heading the Maserati attack. But 1932
eventually proved a poor year for the
2.8-litre G.P. model, the real highspots
in Nlasenti fortunes being reached-and
plumbedl-by that perennially amazing
brute, the 16-cylinder twin-eight.

Whether the 1932 edition of this fear-
some freak was a new car or a rebuild
of the original 1929 4-litres is a question
that has no known answer at this writing,
but the fact remains that as raced in
1932 the l6-cylinder had two 2.5-litre
eight c-vlinder G.P. engines mounted side
by side. as on the first 4 litre three
years earlier. As in the case of the 4-
litre. the new S-litre l6 cylinder was fast

-too fast for its roadholding, too fast
for the circuits of the time and, on one
ter ible day. too fast for its driver.
Nevertheless this was the car that shortld
hlve registered f or Maserati his first
rerlly major Grend Prix victory, thet
old, old story of bad pit work throwing
away the rrinner's laurels in the t932
Italian Grand P ix. The l6-cvlindcr,
driven by Luici Fa-sioli and Ernesto
Maserati, had the le_es of Alfa Romeo's
new C.P. ntottorosto. and it was simoly
and solely due to their brd pit rvork,
particularly when w'heel changing. that
Nuvolari's single.seater Alfl eot enough
lead to counter:lct the N{aserati's superior
speed, which Fagioli used ro the utmost.
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BOLOGNA v. MOLSHEIM: Reni Dreyfus's C.P. Maserati matches the
pace of Achille Varzi's Type 5l Bugatti tluring a heat at Littorio in 1932.

Fagioli w,on the Final in the l|-cylinder Maserati.

only a very bad sixth. Quire by accident,
Fagioli's fastest lap in thc Monza Grand
Prix wes rcputably I l2.ll m.p.h., cxacrlv
the same lap spced he'd done in th-e
Italian Grand P,rx in lllay, when driving
the.same car, a coincideiial timing tha'[
perheps adds weight to the belicf thatit was the faulty pit work and not the
car that lost the Italien classic.

When the actual racing selson ended
the l6-cylindcr was taken to Montlhjrvin Deccmber for some serious rccord
breaking, the World's One Hour record
be.ing suppose-dly the primary target. The
oddest part of the whble att6mpt-r,,ras the
choice of driver, for insteail of the
reliab_le and. experienced Fagioli, it was
one Ruggeri, who certainlv had driven
Maseratis before-but smail ones. Un-
fortunately he "lost" the Maserati when
travelling at high speed and in the
inevitable crash he killed himself and
wrecked th.e car complctely. Ruggeri's
death. coming as it did close on the"Ieels
of the natural death of Alfie i Maserati,
was e . bitter end to the year, but th6
remaining brothers, in the truest fadi-
tions of the theatre and the motoring
world, continued the factory and iti
racing programm-e with scarcely less zeal,
and in time 1933 became an even more
int-ense season than any that l-rad gone
before, even the l6.cylinder being reb-uilt.

But to return to 1932 and the gap in
the Ma_serati story, for the 2.8 G.F.'car,the 2.5-litre. the 1,500 c.c. voiturette
and. the..1.i00 c,c. sports and racing
models did have their moments. The 2.5
claimed third at Monte Carlo (Fapioli)-
third at Avellino (Fagioli), .d"o,ia ui
Nimes (Dreyfus), whilsithe' l93l 2i-litre
was second at La Turbie, and twice set
a new Brooklands Mountain Lap record
in the hands of Whitney Straight'. Small
car successes fell to Cerami (1,100 c.c. in
the Coppa Ciano), Joly (1,500 c.c- in the
Tunis G.P.). Veyron (1,500 c.c. class at
St. Gaudens) and for the second vear
in succession the I,100 c.c. class in"the
Mille Miglia, Tuffanelli and Bertocchi
beating two Fiats at a speed a little
below- the average in t93l-(82.23 k.p.h.
to 83.55 k.p.h.). Lastly the ill-fated
Ruggeri's two third places must be listed

ffi:':;r

ii:.+i

ffi

but could not recover the "start" he gave
to the Alfa Romeo. So Maserati, in-
steart of wrnning, was second, an honour-
able second but a tragic disappointment
nonetheless for the car was never nearer
winning. Fagioli incidentally showed
just how fast the monstrous i6-cylinder
was with an 1l2-plus m.p.h. recoid lap,
an achievement which in these modein
times never seems to merit the praise
that once fell to the car and drivei that
did the best lap.

However, the old "Oid Abn:zzi
Robber" got the laste of victory in the
Rome G.P. shortly afterwards, for in
thrs race the Sedici Cilindri romped home
first at a fraction under the lbO m.o.h.
mark, the third consecutive Maserati
victory in this event. Fresh hands
piloted the big car in its next outins
(1he _Avusrennen at Berlin) and RenE
D eyfus laid fresh emphasis on its soeed
with a new lan recorri of 11087 m^nhwith a new lapwrth a new lap record of 130.87 m.p.h.,
though he failed to finish-I think i
Af ter this Fagioli returned to retake
command. and he scored another secondln the Monza G.P. in Septembcr. then,
later the same month. arou" ite fiui"-ai
Miramas in the Marieille G.p., b;i-il;

FIRST MONOPOSTO: Rayntond Sonr
tner i,t tlte first single-seater G.P.
Maserati, early in 1933. On the right
are Gollredo Zehender, who drove drc
car into third place at Tunis that t-ear,

and Ernesto Maserati.
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to round off 1932's tale, one at Leghorn
in the 1,100 c.c. Coppa Ciano and the
other in the 1,500 c.c. event of the
German Grand Prix on the Niirburgring.

Despite Alfieri Maserati's untimely
death, the works plans for 1933 were
much grander than ever before, and
following the line of thought revealed
by Alfa's all-conquering monoposto, the
Bolognese factory early announced their
own version of this new and enticing
vogue. With, once again, a bigger
engine (of 2.9 litres) the promised
Maserati single-seater, on sale to anyone
who cared to buy it, was apparently a
suitable answer to Milan and to Mols-
heim, and with Campari and Fagioli to
drive them for the factory their chances
were excellent-better, indeed, than they
had been almost since the works com-
menced racing. But again, as in 1929,
it was the private owner, actually the
Sommer/Zehender team. that first re-
ceived the new singJe-seater, and the
poor old works drivers made "do" for
the early part of 1933 with hybrid
machines of varying types and sizes,
principally two-seaters.

The new 1933 single-seat Maserati,
said in contemporary reports to be so
Iight that its 210 b.h.p. made it extremely
skittish, had a good start to its career,
for Zehender was third on his very
first outing with the car. in the Tunis
Grand Prix. Nevertheless the car then
failed at Monte Carlo. and it was not
for many weeks-mid-July in fact-
that the single-seater emerged as a
serious winner of Grands Prix. Prior to
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GREAT FIGURE (literally) in pre-wur
Grand Prix racing bef ore he ntet his
death at Monza in 1933 v;as the burly
Italian, Giuseppe Camptri, wlto won tlnt
year's Frenclt G.P, in this ttvo-seater

2,9Jitre Muserati.

this stage being reached, however, the
"works" Maseratis were "hodge-podge"
efforts, Camparis's car in the French
Gr'and Prix, for example, being a mix-
ture of old and new, the old two-seater
chassis with the new 2.9-litre engine.
But, be that as it may, the squat red
No. 32 and its herculean driver won
Maserati's Iirst French Grand Prix vic-
tory ! An element of luck pervaded his
win, it is true, for he overtook E,tancelin's
crippled AIfa on the final lap, but the
Maserati had been a forward runner from

the start, had led for many laps and in
all fairness must finally be acccpted as a
worthy winner, particularly as Campari
had set up a new lap rccord in the
course of the race. Not content with his
Montlhery laurels, Campari three weeks
later repeated his fastest lap efforts in
the Grand Prix de la Marng at Rheims,
although his speed was some 3 m.p.h.
Iower than Nuvolari's 1932 record *ith
the monoposto Alfa.

This 1933 French Crand Prix was a
vital turning point for the Maserati
fortunes that year, for it saw, besides the
Mase;ati victory, the climax of a dispute
between the Scuderia Ferrari and its
chief drivers, Nuvolari, Borzacchini and
Taruffi, and in turn all three became
Maseratisti before the season's end,
Nuvolari joining their ranks in time t6
win_ttre Belgian Crand Prix in July. The
car Nuvolari drove was a special'single-
seater with a 2.9-litre engine, and after
pre-race bracing of a "whippy" chassis,

MASERATISTI tront
Encland: (Left, Hkgh C.
Hamillon wirh one ol ,he
Whitney Struicht Stable's
sinRle-sealer Masetutit at
Barcelona, 1934. He was
killed al Berne later thal

yeaf.

(Rieht\ Whitney Slral.hl
as he was in 1934, when
he won the lnternltiornl
Trophy and the Mounaain
Championship at Brook-
landt, the 50 Mile
Donington Park Ttot hy,
ond the South African
G.P., boke the Shel$ley
Walsh hill rccord, and
gained. msny creditable

places abroad.

THE SAME PAIR in action: (Above) Hamilton in the w'hite
Maserati leading Nuvoluri's red car at llrc stdrt ol the 1934
Penya Rhin G.P. (Let't) Straieht in action at lulontreux, vhere

he finished second.
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IL MAESTRO: The great Tazio Nuvolari
at the wheel of a 1934 G,P. Maserati.
I.n face ol the new Germut opposition,
he finished semnd at Pescara iid Brno',
and defeated the Ferrari Alfas at Modenn

and Naples in the new "six".

the- "Flying Mantuan" literally ran ofl
with the race, not only beiting the
Bugatti and Ferrari alfis. but ietting
ncw race and lap records into the bar-
gain. Thenceforth the Nuvolari/Maserati
combination ran amok with first in the
Coppa Ciano (and fastest lao as well).
fi-rst a,t Nice. second at Pesiara (agaiii
plus fastest lap), srcond in the Ita'iian
Grand Prix, and a new Iap record in the
Spanish G.P., in which race he was an
easy leader until he had the misfortune
to crash.

Bpldgs Tazio, drivers Campari. Bor-
"lcchini,- Taruffi and Zehendbr fought
the- good- fight on the Trident's behilf,
and the Maserati team of single-seaters
in both the Pescara (NuvolarilCamoari-
Tarffi-Zchender) and the Italian Crinds
Prix (Nuvola.ri-Taruffi-Zehender) was as
powerful a line up as any thaa had till
then- reqresented the marque. Unfortu-
nately the Sunday of th6 1933 Iralian
and Monza Grands Prix was a black
day for motor racing, three top-class
drivers meeting their e;d on the sfrallow
bankings of the Milanesc sDeedwav.

Of the three fatalities thaf marrei the
meeting two were the Maserati drivers
Campari and Borzacchini, the last named
actually being in the cockpit of Campari's
wrnnrng car from the French GrandPrix. This disastrous dav for Maserati
must have had a great influence on the
actions of tbe works team in the follow-
ing 193-4 season. for. shorn of the experi-
ence of these two aces, even Nuvoiari's
legendary skill. when it was available.
could not hold at bay the superior
German and Alfa cars 6f the nei,. 750
Kg. formula,

_ This.las-t.trnal year (1933) of virtual
Formule Libre, first ushered in bv the
abandonment of the li-Itre ratirie in
1928, ha.d. one very intelesting devjlop-
rnetrt whlch must not be overlooked.
That-was-the gradual revival of 1,500 c.c.
and I,100 c.c. scratch voiturette'Grands
Prix as curtain raisers to the larger cars,
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and in these classes Maseratis werea }eadiqg light, generally getting a car
in- the first three places 1n-the majority
of races. Outstanding exponents of thes6
small Maseratis were Vagniez, Barbieri,
Furmanik, l-andi and Count "Johnnv';
Lurani, although only Barbieri. in the
Qoppa Ciano, and Lurani, in th6 Roma-
Rocca. di Pappa hill-climb, actually suc-
ceeded in winning.

Maseratis received their severest (and
most amazing from their point of view)
setback in the small car- class of th6
C-oppa Acerbo, when Whitney Straight's
blown K3 M.G. Magnette 

- ran away
from, and thoroughly beat, both Bar-
bieri's and Furmanik's "bibv" Grand
Prix cars. a defeat neither driver could
quite believel Whitnev Straisht. ironic-
alll-. uas responsible foi ser.eril i{aserari
successes in the course of the l9i3
season for. piloring rhe ex-Birkin l.-;-litre machine, he won tie \lountain
Clampionship at Brooklands, set a new
Shellley.Walsh record of 41.2 secs., won
the Brighton Speed trials, flnished secondat Albi (with the Iap record too) and.
best of all, made B.T.D. in Fiance's
Mont Ventoux hill-climb. beatins in the
process what was said, 

'by 
no -less 

an

authority than Phillippe Etancelin, to be
an "unbreakable" record.

Another sometime-comidered "un-
breakable" record was the World's
acceleration test-that is, the Standing
Start Kilo and Mile-but in 1933 i
Maserati car, a 3-litre single-seater,
privately owned at that, running on the
Montlhdry track in October, proved good
enough to lift the S/S Kilo to 88.33
m.p.h. The driver was Hans Ruesch
from Switzerland, a young man who till
then had been known mainly as a com-
petitor in the 1,500 c.c. class with Alfa
Romeos. Rueech later lost his record.
but his dramatic eleventh hour succesi
had given Maseratis a grand boost, and
as it was known that a 2.9-litre single-
seater. built to comply *-ith the 1934
regulatiom. would tre available for the
!I9rr__ )ea-r. rnany' drivers. amongst them
\Io1l and Erarcelin. placed orders with the
Bologna facrory'. Whimel. Straig:trt even
going so flJ as-to order a cornpiite team
of cars which he intended to 

-run in all
th"_ ^Eg races in Englard and Europe
in 1934.

Many orders were received for the
1934 2.9 Maserati, because Alfas were
ordered not to sell their fabuloru zono-
ltosto, and as a result men like Earl
4q* switched their allegiance to
Bologna, ra,ther than be diiappointed
with non-delivery of the eagerlv desiredAlfa. The flood of orders re6eived ar
Bologna inevitably caused delav. but the
factory did at l6ast eflect dtiliverv to
Straight, Howe and Etancelin in iime
for Monte Carlo at Easter. These 1934
ca^rs^ had eight-cylinder supercharged
2,992 c-.c.-_engines 169 x 100)- that glve
a rough ?79 !.t.p. and a road speed of,
under suitable conditions, 145 

- 
m.p.h.,

and even with the concentration- of
building these cars, the works still found
time to provide Taruffi with a four-
cylinder 2.3-litre two-seater for the

"PHI-PHI": Phillippe Etancelin, hiphtv
p.opular with his French compurToti,
drove Maserotis wilh Rreot pusio from
1934 to 1936. He woi the ll%4 oieppe
G.P. from the llfa Romeo tean, gaiied
nwny other places, and won th; 1936G.P. de Pau with the 4.4Jitre yB
Maserati. This picture shows him test-ing thw cor olt the Raicosa pass in

Iraly in 1915.
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Monaco Grand Prir. an example of
Maserati versatility that u as f urther driven
home when the same drircr uas given
the 5-litre 16-c-vlinder in the "fripoli
Grand Prix only a few weeks later.
Taruffi had the most colossal smash
when ieading the North African race,
being very luck-v to emerge alive, but
though he recovered to race again, the
16-cylinder died-never to be seen any
more. The great Tazio Nuvolari. still
driving the car hc used during his bril-
liant ending to i933, had had the mis-
fortune to overturn it at Alessandria
between the Monaco and Tripoli races,
but with the determination so typical
of the "Great Little Man" he was back
in action in a couple of months, and in
due course the Flying Mantuan and his
Maserati pushed even the new Mercs.
and Auto Unions.

But by far the most popular and most
successful \laserati driver in 1934 was
Phillippe Etancelin. of the famous
reversed cap and gritted teeth, whose
duels with the Ferrari Alfas were a great
feature of the dx]'. He certainly had to
bow to the might of ]lodena in race
after race, but in the end he beat them
at Dieppe in what *as probabll' the

race that w'as tl-re forerunner of Doning-
ton's great Grands Prix.

Straight even broke International class
records and at Mont Ventoux, Vichy and
in the British Empire Trophy his superb
driving. good enough to win nine times
out of 10, earned him second place in all
three evcnts. His team, composed of
himself, Hugh Hamilton and Buddy
Featherstonhaugh, was an excellent
example of the amateur "Scuderia"
element in motor racing, and the Straight
stable's performances during 1934 will
forerer remain historic-lor two rcasons,
one joyous, one sad ! Buddy Feather-
stonhaugh. using the beloved Tim
Birkin's old 2.5-litre Maserati, gave
Britain a joy day when he von the
second Albi Grand Prix, the first British
driver to ',vin a genuine Grand Prix for
many years. The joy of this viotory
was too soon soured, however, for
disaster came in the first Swiss Grand
Prix at Berne on 23rd August, when
Hugh Hamilton, Featherstonhaugh's col-
Ieague and a very flne driver indeed,
met his death on the very last lap of
the race, when iris single-seater 2.9-litre
Maserati went off the road into some
trees.

The neu German cars had by mid-
1934 toppled the Italians (Alfas and
Maseratis alike) from their proud posi-
tion of masters of Grand Prix racing. so
that Nuvolari's return af ter his early
season upset was greeted *-ith delight
by the Italian nation, his single-seater
Maserati promptly doing its best to stem
the tide with a second place behind
Fagioli's Mercedes in the Coppa Acerbo.
This was a morale booster to everyone.
and as he was expected to have a new
car at Monza for the Italian Grand Prix.
Italy's hopes began to rise. The
promised car actually materialised but
was to all intents and purposes merell' a
re-engined version of the car he'd been
driving for I2 months, the eight-cylinder
3-litre engine giving place to a six-
cylinder 3.3-litre supercharged unit th3t
was a good 20 b.h.p. more powerful than
the 2.9-litre then in common Maserati
use.

It certainly seemed, from the Monza
race, that Tazio's new six-cylinder car
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did have a finer performance than its
predecessor for, although Nuvolari rvas
only fifth, and three full iaps behind the
winning tr{ercedes, he rvas a full lap
ahead of the flrst of the 2.9s, all the
Maserati entries-four in number-being
privately ou,ne d. which, of cou.rse,
makes quite a diflerence ! After the
Italian classic Tazio Nuvolari continued
to pilot tl-re six-cylinder. and at Masaryk
(the Czcch G.P.) he \uas third. then won
in consecutive weekends at Naples and
Modena, outdriving the Ferran "invin-
cibles" in true Nuvolari manner. Funnily
enough, Hans Ruesch. hero of the s/s
Kilometre record attempt. took the
Nuvolari car to \orth Africa for the
Algerian Grand Prir. uhere the men and
machines that Tazio had just beaten
soundly thrashed the S*.iss-need more
be said !

Parallel with 1934's Grand Prix re-
vivai came the first real giimmcrin_s of
the resurgence of voituretie racing. in
which class, of course, the sr:rall \Iaserati
had been a power for some 1'ears. Both
1,500 c.c. and 1.100 c.c. ]laseratis-
four-cylinder models, first introduced in
this form as an 1,100 c.c. in 1931-
raced throughout the year and whether
the upper or lower voiturette limit was
applied or not, the "Trident" could. and
did, remain in the foref ront. Somc idea
of the popularity of the little Maseratis
could be seen in the variety of er-en-s
in which they ran, from Berlin's Avus-
rennen in North Europe to Naples in
Central Italy. Precisely how manv *lns
fell to the Maserati light car this l'ear
may not be accurately assessed. 

'b:rr

Count Castelbarco scored an important
success in the 1,500 c.c. class of the
Eifelrennen on the Niirburgring. One
\Ialaguti won the 1,100 c.c. class of the
Coppa Ciano, with Matrullo second, and
Hans Kessler added another nice suc-
cess rvith the fastest lap (and what rvas
reall-v the first ofiicial lap record !) in
the first Prix de Berne over that ciry's
fine Bremgarten circuit. The star
Maserati lj-litre driver of the 1,ear.
however, was a member of the Scuderia
Subalpina, a young man by the name of
Giuseppe Farina, and his startling driving
frorn July onwards culminated in his
winning the 1,500 c.c, class in rhe
Czechoslovakian Grand Prix at Brno.
Everywhere he drove he stood oul to
such an extent that even the Bntish
motor racing magazines of the tirnes
were moved to forecast "we shall hesr
more of this young manl"-and i:rdeed
we did !

Sports car racing at Internaiior:^ .ei'el
was not in 1934 a Maserati ha'o::. ::rd
it was only around that ]'elr :.-: a
serious programme had been iau:.:i:d.
but whilst it is true that su,^;ess q as
recorded in minor national Iniiar spcrts
car races and hill-climbs. the oi3 e\cep-
tion was the Mille l\{igli:. For i934
Maserati just had to avenge rhe I{.G.
victory of 1933! Thus Tarufrr and Ber-
tocchi had a special 1.100 c.c. car to
drive in defence of their colours, and
in vile weather condiiions thev drove so
uell that on returri:ig ro Brescia they'd
averaged 6i.15 n.p.h. io set a new
class record.:ri:o finish fifth in the
Genenl Cl:ssitr*rion behind the big
-\1fas.

I: g'ill be recalled that in l933 the
Sr*iss driver Hans Ruesch surprised the
mo:oring u orld rvith his s/s Kilometre
record of 88.33 m.p.h., and in the
autu-mn of. 1934 Ruesch once again

t

BELLA VETTURETTA: Ever-rnourlting opposition in Grand Prix fields
caused Maserati to turn to the l:-litre l'oirurette class. They scored
nltmerous successes, save v'then the British E.R.,.1.s *ere around, in the
1934-1935 period, with pretty little nruchines such as this, diven by Gino

Rovere at Biella, 1935.

year's most popular victory. His places
were legion and at Vichy, Montreux.
Nice and Casablanca he got into the
first three in the face of the crack Italian
organization, and no race was won until
the blue Maserati (painted that colour
for France) was conquered.

Running Etancelin closely for indi-
vidual Maserati honours were the
Straight team cars, and in particuiar
Straight's own blue and white Z.9-litre
single-seater, which was equally active,
equally successful and equally well
known in England as in Europe, and
which actually won more events that
year than any other Maserati. Straight
began with a not very encouraging failure
in the Monte Carlo G.P., but once on
the victory trail, in the J.C.C. Inter-
national Trophy at Brooklands, the
Anglo-American'Italian combination col-
lected the Shelsley Walsh record, the
Brooklands Mountain Championship, the
second Heat of the Vichy G.P., and
the Donington Park Trophy, a S0-mile
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UNEXPECTED but welcome was the
t.hirl. pluce *'ltich came Zehender's way
irt tlte 1935 French G.P. at Montlhiry,
tylrcn lrc drove a tlyo-seater Maseriti
steaclily and well, to split a Mercedes

l-2-3 forntatiort.

broke this record, retaking it off John
Cobb's Napier-f<ailton with a speed of
88.73 m,p.h., Ruesch actually uiing the
same Maserati that broke the record
12 months earlier. Ruesch's record
brought the total of Mase:ati-held
records at l)ecember, 1934, to nine, one
to Borzacchini (his fabulous 1929 Cre-
_mona speed . of 152 m.p.h.), two to
Whitney Straight's 2.9, oie [6 Ruesch,
four to Zehcnder and one to Furmanik'i
I,100 c.c. four cylinder, a record taken
on the Pistoia-Florence autostrada with
little -publicity. Borzacchini's record,
once the "fsstcst ever done on the road',.
will, howcvcr, remain for all time one
of motor racing's historic fcats.

Racing and rccord activities. unusuallv
for pre war days, continued it the enilof l9l4 into early 1915, with a record
attcmpt by Zehender (3-litre sinqle-seater)
at Montlhiry, and with a finairace winby Whitney Straight's 2.9 in rhe first
Qouth African Crand Prix, staged at
East London.

Traditionally the early months of a
new year are months of work for the
factories, and speculation for the fans,
and the Maserati plans for I935 were
the subjcct of much conjecture. It
was believed that a new 4*-litre Grand
Prix sar was being laid down to offer
a real-challenge te the then all-conquer-
ing Cermans. The Fratelli Maserati
early announced that nine separate tvpes
of Maserati would be available tor telS,
but it was also made known that actuai
factory operation would not be tackled,
the new . cars. when completed. beingrun-i la Scuderia Feriari-bv th;
Scuderia Subalpina. This organization
was headed by wealthv and ei'thusiastic
Count Cino Rovere, arid his team drivers
were to be Etancelin, Zehender and the
exuberant Farina of I,500 c.c. fame from
the preccding year.

Thcir mechines were to include, as
soon as possible, the new 1935 C.p.
Maserati, but whilst this car was being
readicd they hrd to use the l9j4 3.3-lirr;
six-cylinder, followed bv a 3.7-litre ,,six,,
which was mercly an- enlarged 3.3 in
most respects. lndeed. the cer Rovere
himsclf sometimes drove was rhe actual
machine Nuvolari had used in the last
races of 1914. and rvhich Hans Ruesch
so lamcntablv misused in Algeria. Sadto relate. neilher of the two different-
sized ca:-s used w'as remotely capable of
winning a Crand prix. foi boftr Alfas
and Bugattis *ere still running excellent

cars, and of course the Cermans were
nearly 100 per cent. dominant that vear.
Thus the Maserati trident. althoudh it
appeared in all the major 

'Grands -prix,
was .relegated to the bick of tfre itass,
the highest Meserati placing in a clasiic
race in 1935 being CoITredo Zehender.s
third in the .French Grand prix-and
that was most unexpected ! In the minor
Grand Prix races, Hartmann the Hun-ganan managed a r+,in at Chimav
(FrontiBres C.P.) but otherwise third
place .was again their best effort,
So{fletti (at Pau). Erancelin (Tunis).
S_ommer (Picardy), Farina (Biella) ant
Hartmann .(at St. Gaudens) achieving
this distinction.

_ The 1935 C.P. Maserati, a V8 of 4.4
litres (a new departure in the engine
dcpartme_nt for tsologna), took lon'ger
to make its-racing d5but than was hopEd,
the first of the line (of uhich. inciilen-
tally..only three ,rvere ever built) racingat Rheims in the Grand Prir de li
11arne. clo Phillippe Etancelin. No. I
pilot-of the Subalpina organizarion. .4,s
so often h-appens with a new car, the V8
Maserati failed in is first race, ind, sad
to relate, thg flilures carried on through-
out the rest of the 1935 season, the only
occasion on which the car ran at ail
decently being when Giuseppe Farina led
the Donington Crand Prir ior 100 miles
before the transmission failed. The V8
was a unique N{aserati for, as far as I
recrll. it was the only model thev ever
made with both I.F.S. and I.R.S., the
rear .end possessing swing axles, semi-
elliptic leaf springs and a iorque rod.

In the voiturette field, too, the Maserati*star'' fell just as rapidly from gracc,
for it was in 1935 thai the E.R.A. Eegari
its European successes, scoring wins that
-would .otherwise have gone t6 Bologna.
Nevertheless. Mase ati'i 1.500 and l;100
c.c. cars had enough power and speed to
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T\VO-WIIEELER STAR x'lto also shone
ort fottr whecls *,tts Guz.z.i rider Omo-
bono Tenti, hcrc *,itttting the l,lA0 cc.
cluss of the h'lille Itliglia in 1935 with
the four-cvlittder sport.s ll!aserati. He
fittished sccond to Trossi in the Eifelren-

nen voitl.rette event the same ycar.

capture Heat 1 of the Albi G.p.
(Barbieri). a{rd to win the Junior Coppa
Ciano (TuIIanelli), both classes at
Modena (Tullanelli and Berronc) and to
run second at the Eifel (Ruesch) and
Pescara (Bianco). Possibly, howevcr,
the most consistbnt 1,500 c-.i. Maserati
of 1935 was the lj-litre "four" run eitherin .sports or racing trim by Count
"Johnny'' Lurani, foi it won so manv
class victories that repetition bccomei
monotonous-La Turbie, Kesselberg
Biclla, Varese. Stelvio, etc., etc., etc.ii
ad nauseam, ad infinitum!

Sports car participation this vear was
Iimited to the Mille Miglia, where the
great Achille,Varzi had a 135 m.p.h.
3.7-litre six-cylinder Grand Prix machine
fitted with lights and mudguards-the
joyo.us ltalian way of those days of con-
vcrtrng a racer into a sports car! yati
was supported by Strazza and the
Bianco/Bertocchi team with l.l00s, but
the great Grand Prir driver had hii red
machine literelly fall to pieces under
htn by the rime he reachid f't"."n"q
*'here he retired when in third oosition.
!!**, too, disappeared, leavihg only
Bianco/Bertocchi to go on to cover thL
full 1,000 miles. This they did with such
zeal that they were seventh in the race.
winning the 1,100 c.c. class at record
speed. being actually the first car to
reach Brescia-a feat thrt in pre-war
days was in itself an achievenient oi
some note.

International and Class records in that
year of 1935 were a secondary item, the
only _ one worthy of note Seing Fur-
manik's smashing of Humpirrey Cook's
E.R.A.'s s/s Mile and Kilo rdcords in
Class C. The Maserati was a I,100 c.c.
four-cylinder. and its speeds of 93.98 and
8.2.30 m.p.h. for the distances just men-
tioned, done. by the way, at Peicera late
in the last three months of the year (on
the l\4ontesilvano straight?) weie excel-
lent performances to round ofl a none-
too-successful season for the Maserati
marque,

Maserati's ambitious multi model pro-
gramme of 1935 went ove board for i936
in the usual gcnerel post during the
winter racing reccss, and for the new
year it was planned to race the V8 in the

(Continued on page 811)
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MORE MILES
PER COUPON!
Don't waste your petrol sliding about

dangerous winter roads on spinning

wheels and unsuitable ryres. Go safely,

surely, over the most treacherous

frozen or slippery surfaces on theAvon

WTNTER SAFETY tyre. Its deep-cut,

self-clearing tread will not clog or lose

its grip come ice, snow, mud or slush.

Remember, everygallon of your ration

must yield maximum mileage . . .

wiNrrn sAFETY with its non-slide

traction will see that it does ! See your

dealer-today.

STEEP U'TT}IOUT FEAR T}IROUG]I S]'IOW'IGE,MUD A]ID SLUSII



Clu,brnu,toshilr
competilion moloring is not all Grands prix and Monte carlos , The
motor clubs (in normal times) have

all cars and all drivers-and

flevrxc often been_asked by prospec-
tlvo club members, "What are

rallies?" or "I'd like to join a motor
club but I haven't a racing car',; I
thought it might be of interest' to
describe in more detail than is usuallv
poesible, some of the facets of clu6
motoring: in fact. what club member-
ship has to olTer.

Pr+war, by far the most popular form
o! motor,sport was the Relia6ility Trial.
T-his could be indulged in by any form
of car and one remembers events beins
won by Austin 7s (The Crasshoppei
team), M.C.s (Cream Crackers), F6rd
V8s and, ju-st prior to the Big Bing, by
the early Allards.

When the ,war ended, and with petrol
rationing still in force, one or two'clubs
started to -spring to Iife again, and it
was soon discovered that the on6-inch to
the mile Ordnance Survey Maps had
acquired. a s,stem of drid marking
ctuflng the war years, and this svstern
could be used to locate accuratelf any
required point.

Great brains churned, and amongst
the first users of these siranqe six-fis;egrid referenccs were the Hants -and
Berks M.C. with rheir "Night Navigation
Trials". The aim of these events wasto provid_e a full night's sport, whilst
keeping thc mileage down to a reason-
able figure ( donl forset the basic).
thls ry-as achieved by locating marshais
in highly inaccessible places. ind giving
competitors a grid reference an-d ai
appropriate time allowance to get there.

RACING- is ,no longer the privilege ol
the v,ealthy few. Aityone, ii any ircro'r
car, -h-e it f omily saloon, pre-.L'ar spoils
model or honte-built spcCial, can ,,hat,e
a go" in the lrundicap races which are
leatured in club meetings at mcmy
f amous racing circuits ev1ry weekeid

durlng "the season',.

a packed calendar of evenls to suit

here's what they have to offer

This often meant about 70 miles motor-
ing and nearly as much walking (or so
it^seemed). to find the marshalsl 

'Many

of the early H. and B. controls had veri,
humorous settings, and still cause manv
a laugh when competitors discuss therri,
but many people thought the events ,oo
light-hearted, whilst others objected to
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NIGHT RALLIES are by far the most
popular pasrime of Bitain's cluh
motoists. Accurate map-reading is as
important as skilful driving and the
l.ortuous mirwr roads generally chosen
between controls often f-avour tie smaller

(and cheaper) cars.

but all the controh (whether manner or
m-erely a code-word to be noted as proof
of passage) were located at the roadside.
and all the competitors had to do after
correctly plotting the points was to
motor to them within the time allowed.
To sort the results out "on the road",
crganizers tightened up time schedules
and chose difficult roads, and the skill
of the driver became much more impor-
tant to the results than was t}re case with
th€ night trials. A relic retained from
pre,war rallies was the driving test
section. This consisted of a number of
high-speed driving maneuvres, against
the stop watch, with speed and accuracy
gaining marks. The rally, therefore, be-
came a team eyent, with driver and
navigator playing equal parts-a fact
that has only recently beoome recog-
nized when it cornes to the presentation
of awards.

What about rrials sirrce the war? At
first these resumed much the same
fashion as pre-*ar, but after a time the
big V8 Allards became all-conquering
and the M.G. and Morgan-mounted
competitors stood little chance. Then
came the brainwave that virhrallv killed
trials for most competitors. S6meone
turned up in a Ford l0-engined
"Special"-it cleaned the board, - and
before long all the big nam6 were com-
peting in stranger and stranpr freaks-
the engine mountings went further and
furtlrer back. until anvone could easilv
lift the froni end of a special otr thi:ground. The authorities got worried
about the instability of some of the
"cars'' and regulations were eventually
dr_awn up lg_ruting engine position and
other essential details; but by that time
the damage had been done,- and trials
were restricted to the few who could
afford to run a special as well as their
normal_ transport. Standing out from
the rash of events with I in 2 hills for
special specials, were the M.C.C.-
organized Land's End and Exeter Trials,
which continued to cater for thi
ordinary car, and which look as if they

By L. N. NEEDHAM

the fairly extensive amount of walking
involved. It is worth rememberinsl
however, that these night trials weie
probably the first posriar club events
to top the hundred entries mark.
- Developing from the night trial came

the .-night .rally. Here the by-now-
familiar grid references were siili used,

tp
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TRIALS are a uniqttell English brtmch
of the sport, the object being to try to
climb a steep antl slippery gradient.
Apart front tltose run for "specials",
tlrcre are a nwnher ot' clussic ffials-such
ds the M.C.C. Derl,t'shire, on tvhich tlis
Ticture x'as 1dl;s1:.-:r''l1ish are designed
for ordirtary' production spo,ts and

saloon cars.

might be leading to a revival of standard
car reliability trials.

When Siiverstone became available,
one or two of the larger clubs very
tentatively organized race meetings, but
it wasn't until eight relatively small clubs
formed the Eight Clubs Association, that
the "small" clubman had the opportunity
of trying his hand at racing. As a
result of a phenomenally successful
handicapping system, the Eight Clubs
catered for such diverse cars as pre-war
Fords and post-u,ar Jaguars, and their
respective occupants ended the day
feeling they had had a fair run for their
money-a very difficult achievement with
an event such as this. Since then "Club
Silverstones", and club race meetings at
other circuits all over ths country, have
become an accepted part of the summer
calendar and have resulted in not a few
new stars in the "pukka" racing scene.
The Lotus story, for example, could well
have been a different one without club
racing.

Autocross is another post-war develop-
ment, which soon dir,ided into f\\'o
schools of thought. One tarietl' *'as
virtually grass track racing. and was
vigorously sponsored b1. the Sporting
Owner Drivers' Club at Dunstable
(where they established a kidney shaped
course on a fairly smooth, chalk-surfaced

slope), whilst the alternative form con-
sisted of timed laps of a semi-trials
course, which naturally excluded most
types of standard car. The former,
however, can be tackled by the majority
of normal vehicles, and provides a very
inexpensive way of getting the thrills of
racing without the attendant risks,
although shock absorbers can take a
beating !

These, together with driving tests,
sprins. gymkhanas, social runs and so
on. form the stock-in-trade of our
motoring clubs. Small u'onder then that
most competitive motorists look forwzrd
to the resumption of the sport uith
eager anticipation.

g Why not join a club yourself, if you
alc not a member of one already? There
is no need to own a potent sports car-
or even a car at all. Rally navigators
are always in great demand and there
are many other outlets in club lifc for
the enthusiast. There are many short-
distance rallies held in normal timcs, as
well as "social runs" and indoor activities
such as talks and film shows. I'he
R.A.C. Competitions Department will
supply the addresses of local clubsifyou
send them a stamped addressed envelope

-or perhaps you own a car that makes
you cligible for one of the many "onc-
make" clubs, which can givs valuable
help to those running the rarer and older
lehicles.
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Maxtati-continued
Grands Prix and a new lj-litre in the
Voiturette events. One very important
factor in the proposed 1936 plans was
that Count Trossi, ex-president of the
Scuderia Ferrari, had allied himself with
them and it was commonlv believed
rhat he was, as Gino Rovere'had been.
the financial sponsor.

However, it needed more than monel-
alone to convert the V8 into a Grand
Prix winner, despite Etancelin's heraldin-e
1936's racing by makine one sin-
luckily he saidl-in the Pau Grand Prix.
During the 1936 season 'r'aliant attempts
were made to get the V8 to live with
the Alfas and the German "Silver
Arrows", but not even the best efforts
of both Trossi or Dick Seaman could
achieve the impossible. so that when
1936 ended the V8s quietly slipped into
oblivion-and out of Grand Prix racing.
The cars finished up, as so many other
cx-Crand Prix cars have done, in either
ihe Colonies or the States, the V8s in
this case being sold in America after
running in the 1936 Vanderbilt Cup race.
Ceorge Weaver, purchaser of one of the
V8s, has had over the years many local
wins with his car, and only as recently
as 1951 he won the Seneca Cup at
Watkins Glen with it.

The really important part of Maserati's
racing activity in 1936, and one of the
turning points in their fortunes as racing
car manufacturers, was the introduction
of the li-litre Tipo 6C, a lovely little
single-seater which was fitted with inde-
pendent front suspension, then an inno-

tion oo smaller racing cars. The Tipo

6C first appeared in the 1,500 c.c. race
at Monte Carlo, when Rovere drove it
and retired, so when a pair of thern
went to the Niirburgring for the I,500
c.c. Eifelrennen, few people anticipated
the final result, a runaway 1-2 triumph
for Maserati, Trossi and Tenni leaving
all the opposition-and it included the
E.R.A.s ! That Trossi should have won
was perhaps not too surprising; after
all. he rvas a crack G.P. driver; but
Tenni lvas straiglrt from the Guzzi
motorcycle team, and his second place
backing to his team-mate left such an
impression that today, almost 21 years
Iater, the brilliance of the performance
has barely been dimmed by the passage
of time.

The Eifel success, of course, gave the
new Maserati a tremendous reputation
and one which, rvith Count Trossi's aid.
it sustained with a series of nins thet
restored a great deal of \Iaserati's
vanished prestige. and as the c3r came
into general circulation later in 1936
other Italian drivers afforded the popular
Count much valuable support. In the
year's final count, first places in the
Coppa Ciano. and at lUodena, Milan and
Lucca had fallen to Trossi, who also
won his heat in the Picardie G.P. and
flnished second to Seaman's amazing
Delage in the Coppa Acerbo, 1,500 c.c.
class. At Pescara the officially timed
speeds gave Trossi's 6C Maserati a
deficiency of l6 m.p.h. on Seman's
car, and 13 m.p.h. on Bira's B-type
E.R.A., ao it was pretty obvious that the
Italian earned his wins the hard way
when up against the French and English

cars. Trosi, frankly, was the only
Maserati driver that year at all capable
of earning them a European victory, but
in England the old Whitney Straight car
came back with a bang. With the
capacity reduced from 2.9 to 2.6 litres,
Dick Seaman drove it in Donin-ston's
British Empire Trophy in April and
won-easily, after which it parsed. to-
wards the end of 1936, into the hands
of the Siamese Prince "B. Bira''. In his
hands, as previously recounied in Auro-
sPoRT in January, 1954. rhe f.9 \{aserati
ended 1936 qith some ven' high speed
motoring, especiall-v in Dublin's Phoenix
Park where it upped the lap record to
102 m.p.h.
As in 19-1-<. record-breaking by

\lasera:i cars \\'as not a prominent fea-
ture of the !'car. although once again a
couple of rather outstanding perform-
ances 11ere recorded, the rcmarkable
Furmanik obiiging, as he seemed to do
at least once a year in pre-war days.
This time, at Lucca in March, he set
fivc new marks-four in a 3-litre and
one in an 1,100 c.c. car. His 3-litre
(Class D) records produced a maximum
one-way timing of 162.56 m.p.h. (the kilo
and mile average was I55 m.p.h.) which
was then, I believe, the highest official
speed ever recorded by a Maserati car,
and which, perhape, partially explains
Maserati's gradual decline in Grands
Prix-for the Mercedes did 180 in
1934!! Furmanik's little Maserati "4"
was pushed to 131.9 m.p.h. for the
flying mile in these attempts, relieving
Abingdon of one of their honours in the
process. (To be cortinued)
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BIRMINGHA.\I FIL}I SHO}YS
A sentes of film shows is to be held atat-- the car showrooms of Ilunts (Birm-

ingham), Ltd., on the evenings of 7th,
8th, 9th, l0th and lltn January. This has
been organized with the co-operation of
Shell-Mex and 8.P., and there are to be
two "sittings" per evening, at 6.30 p.m.
and 8.30 p.m. Admission is free, but by
ticket only. Clubs in the area are invitcd
to make block bookings, but in any case
applications for tickets should be made
to l\4essrs. Hunts, 49 Broad Street,
Birmingham 1. The programme will
consist of the 1956 scries of Shell motor
recing films.

-{..c.o.c. FrL}I sHor\
-fI{E .{ C. Ouners' C,ub are organZrg
' " film sho* to be held ar :he

Paviour's Arms. Page Sireet. West-
minster. on Wednesday. 30th January.
Members of other clubs are most
welcome to come along, but, as admis-
sion (frce) will be strictly by ticket only,
it is essential that written application
should be made, accompanied by a
stamped addressed envelope. Please
write to T. H. Hands, 18 Waverley
Road, Enfield, Middlesex.

ROVER SPORTS REGISTER
-fhe Rover Sports Register has now
^ bccn in existcncc for over threc

years and has a mcmbership of about
100. It caters especially for owners of
the pre war and post-war Rover tourers,
although a considerable proportion of
the members orvn saloons. A badge
employing the Viking's head motif has
been designed and is now available to
members.

The Register are holding a social
meeting at the White Hall Hotel,
Bloomsbury Square, London, on F,iday,
18th January, starting at 6 p.m. Details
of the Register and of the social meet-
ing may be obtained from T. L. J.
Bentley, 11 Woodhall Drive, Pinner,
ry iddlesex.

AINTR"EE CIRCUIT CLUB
Ir the Annual General Meeting of the
'^ Aintree Circuit Club on I I th
December, Mrs. M. D. Topham was
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STILL KEEN is thot f amous 1923
Aston Martin, "Razor Blade", originally
built for Sammy Davis and now driven
regula,ly by Peter Attx'ood. It is seen
at Silverstone in a clossic e-rample of
the "four-wheel drift"-a reputedly post-

war phenomenon !

s:jai.

elected President; W. BIundell, Chair-
man; T. G. Peacock. Hon. Secretary;
S. J. Burton, Hon. Treasurer; and G. C"
Jones, Track Official.

The circuit will be open for members'
use with the club car, or their own
vehic'les, on Tuesday from 2 p.m.-8 p.m.
during the season.

EAST ANGLIAN M.C. LIMITED
flnour 120 members and their guests
^ ^ assemblcd at the George Hotel.
Colchester, on 29th November, for the
Club's annual dinner, generally felt by
mcmbers to have been the best of a
long series of similar successful func-
tions.

H. J. Bone, the Club Chairman, pre-
sidcd in the absence of the President,
I\{r. R. A. Butler, C.H., l,l.P., and the
Toast to the Club was made, in a
typicelly amusing speech. by Sheila Van
l)amm. The Chairman, in replying,
outlincd the events of a most successful
year. In the unfortunate absence of
II. E. Kingsman, David Short proposed
thc health of the guests, mentioning,
amidst cheers, that he had received his
supplcmentary petrol ration, amounting
to 13 per cent. of his minimum needs,
and I)r. Will Waltber replied in happy
vcin as a guest of long standing.

A raffle and small auction was held,
it bcing decided to give all the ploceeds
to the Hungarian Relicf Fund, which
bencfited to the extent of some I30.

Later in the evening Sheila Van
Damm presented the Awards. the Club
Sur going to Robin Richards and the
\\-cslu ood Trophy to David Short.
These awards are for the first and
second places in the aggregate of the
year's events.

SEVENOAKS AND D.M.C.
-I-ss club held their annual dinner-
^ dun.. on the 7th December at the
Grasshopper Inn, Westerham. Over 120
mcmbers and friends had an enjoyable
evcning, during which trophies and
awards won in the last 12 months were
presented by the Chairman's wife, Mrs.
Dorothy Reeves. Chicf lnspector
Baden Powell, of the Sevenoaks Police,
and his wife were guests of honour.

As has become the custom with the
club there wcre no speeches, and
dancing immediately follo*'ed the pre
sentations and continued until I a.m.

LONDONEITS' NIGHI' OUT
-fHE Park Lane Hotel was the venue
^ for the annual dinner, drnce and

prizegiving of the London Motor Club,
on 7th December. As would be expected
from such a large club as the "London",
there was a considerable multitude
present in the fine ballroom, over 400
members and guests attending.

The principal guests were Sheila Van
Damm and Raymond Baxter. Sheila
spoke amusingly in reply to Sydney
Allard's toast to the Visitors and Ray-
mond Baxter proposed ihe toast to the
Club, taking an unusually serious lin€

Gluh News
By STUART SEAGER

$/elr, we're on a starvation diet again'' - -of petrol, that is! It will not be
quite the festive season that it might
fiave been, the two race meetings
planned for Boxing Day'. at Brands
Hatch and }{.allory Park. having been
cancelled, but no doubt mosr of is *.ill
be able to do a /ille mororins o\ er
the Christmas holidav. If vou are- based
in the Brantls Harch ar'ea. hor. e, e..
don't forget thar rhe Kendsh Bo der
Trial (an R.A.C. Championship evenl)
is to be held on Sundal' (2-lrd). srarring
from the Bull Hotel, Iiirch*'ood, Keni
at I0.30 a.m.
_.And to everyone, here's wishing you a
Right Merry Christmas, and we.ll- wish
you a Happy New Year next wee\.

DINNER TIME
fwo more clubs holding their annual
- dinncrTdances in the near future, arc
Sunbac, who assemble at Sutton Clolcl-
field 'I-own Ilall on 3rd Jarruary, and tire
Ilkley and D.Ivl.C. have theirs on 25th
January (venue unspecified). Tickets for
the former are obtainable from J. D.
Woodhousc. 106 Jockey Roacl, Sutton
Coldtieltl, and for the latter from N. A.
Bedford, I Lowther Terrace, Swillington
Common, Halton, Leeds 15.

ESSEX FILM SIIO\YS

QNcr again, the Epping Forest M.A.
- are holding their motor racing Film
Fiesta at St. Mary's Hall, Iligh Road,
Loughton, Essex. There are to be two
dilierent programmes, one being shown
on 27th December, starting at 7.30 p.m.,
and the second one on New Year'5 Eve,
and lasting from 8 p.m. until midnight.
Admission is frec, everyone is welcohc,
and _programmes, price 2s. 6d., may be
obtained in advance from the club slcre-
tary, S. J. N. Wright, 203 High Road,
Loughton, Essex.
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in his speech, in *'hich he viewed with
some concern the xav the motorist-
and particularly the competition motorist

-was "put upon" b1' authority. Jim
Appleton, who is retiring from the
secretaryship of the club after a number
of years of greatll' appreciated service,
replied on behalf of the members.

After an ercellent dinner, dancing
commenced to rhe music of Sydney
Jerome and his Orchestra, whilst the
principal "turn" in the cabaret, later on
in the evening, w3s comedian Bob
Monkhouse. rvho put a motoring twist
into much of his amusing patter.

THIRD '250'' DINNER

f)ven 50 members of the 250 Motor
- Racing Club turned up at the Holly-
wood Arms. Fulham, on Friday last, for
the club's third annual dinner'dance.
They represented one-fifth of the club's
total strength. there being members in
places as remote as Nairobi, Tasmania
and Dar es Salaam. Jqhn Cilbert, of
the B.B.C. Inventors' Club, was amongst
the guests, presenting the year's trophies,
amongst r+'hich were the Owen and
Knight Trophy, won by co-donor Bill
Knight!; the Bradshaw-Jones Trophy,
which went to Don Haldenby; the Com-
mittee Cup, won by Maurice Gomm; the
Holly;vood Plaque (awarded for services
to the club) to Eric Grant; and a cup,
presented by R.A.C. Scrutineer F. C.
Matthews, for the best-kept "250". This
was won by J. H. Kimber and R. S:one.
with their Kimston Special.

Dancing and "natter" follosed. *ith
Ranjo's \lelody \lakers providing the
melody. a floor-quaking "hokey-cokey"
setting off some anxious stress calcula-
tions and speculation on the possible
"fatigue fracture" of the Hollywood
Arms' first floor joists! With Arthur
Budd now Competitions Secretary, his
post as Hon. Sccretary is taken by [an
Betteridge, upon whom are also we.ighcd
the duties of Press Liaison man and
Treasurer. Details of the club's
activities can be obtained from him,
at 45 Holly.rvood Road, London, S.W.l0.
Meetings are held on the last thursdal'
of every month at the Holly,rvood -{rms.
with film shows and social eveninEs
featuring.

ponv in 1923. Brian Naylor did not start
" his motor sporting career until 1954,
long after the second world war, during
which he served as a chief radio officer
in the Merchant Narry, being torpedoed
on four occasions and winning the
American Silver Star for gallantry.

For his first season's racing. Briaa
chose a 500 c.c. Cooper-Norton. in s'hica
he took firsts at Brands Hatch and Silrer-
stone club meetings. and a se:ond at a
National 'lOGmile event. Orher cars he
drove durins l9!-i eere an ]{.G. TD,
'*'hich took handicap firsts at Snetterton
and SilverstonE. and a Cooper-M.G.,
sr-hich gained seven firsts at club events.

For 195-i. rhe Naylor stable consisted
of a Lotus-\I.G., the ex-Coombs Lotus-
Connaught and a Porsche 1500 Super.
With these, Brian had some 13 firsts and
three seconds on British circuits.

Having gained some first-rate experi-
ence by racing every week-end, Naylor
decided that he was fit for something a
little faster, and bou,eht a 150S
sports-racing Maserati. Although this
car took four firsts at Charterhall
and Silverstone. it nas obliouslv unsuit-
able. Firstll'. it sas far too hiarl' 1l.t
c14,ts.). and iG roadholding left a lot io'be
desired. On 'lhe credir side rvas a superb
engine. and a beautiful gearbor, made by
\taserati under Porsche licence.

Ihe ans*er seemed to be a compro-
mise. A Lotus Mk. XI chassis was pur-
chased, and after extensive modification.

ffiffiffi,,.ffiffi'1ffi,f : iiiitiir:iii(
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No. 3-BRIAN NAYLOR

Brian and his untiring racing mechanic,
Fred Wilkinson. m:neged to insert the
}'Iaserati eng:n- and -qearbo\. Follo*'ing
a period of oil pump trouble. and the
const3nt breaking of half-shafts due to
toc much torque. lhe clr was taken to
Oulton Park for testing. Finally, it
lapped in under tso minutes-a very
sarisfaclor)' result.

Since then the Lotus-Maserati has had
no real trouble, except for the brakes,
which are just not up to the power
developed-reputedly 140 b.h.p. at 7,500
r.p.m., with a total weight of t01 cwts.

In 1956, the combination of Brian
Naylor and the Lotus-Maserati took 27
firsts on British circuits and a class win
in the Leinster Trophy. At Imola, he
was up with Castellotti, Musso and the
rest of them for 36 laps, when the brakes
departed, and he finished the season wrth
a class second to \lusso, and an overall
fourth in the Rome Crand Prix.

Brian's most amusing incident was at
the Curragh in the 1954 Wakefield
Troph_v. When leaving the village, his
car suddenly went as though jet propelled.
The road being narrow, Duncan Hamil-
ton, in a hurry, was giving him a push
until he could find a place to pass! On
the other hand, his most disappointing
moment was at Oulton Park where,
having made fastest lap in practice and
gaining the pole position against Chap-
man, Moss, Hawthorn and Salvadori, he
made a bad start and broke a half-shaft
at Esso Bend on the first lap.

Brian Naylor is married, with z
daughter of seven, and is managing
director of some six companies, all con-
nected with the motor trade. His hobbies
are ski-ing and flying, and at one time he
owned a Miles Gemini for private air
transport. For ground transport, a
Porsche and an XK 140 hardtop are
favoured. His favourite circuit is Oulton
Park, and for 1957 an F2 Cooper is on
order. Also being debated is a 2-litre
engine and gearbox for the Lotus, while
a customs and import licence for a
N{aserati engine and gearbox has been
obtained.

Brian's future plans include a great
deal more Continental racing, mainly be-
cause of the great spirit of comradeship
found among the English contingent.

His ambition is to get as far as possible
in the racing world, and eventually to
drive a Grand Prix car, but only when he
himself thinks he is ready for it.

FneNcrs PsNli.

BRIAN NAYLOR,S L,IUS I'1K. XI,
which has both the gearbox and llJitre

engine of the 1505 lulaserui.
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ALLARD

MORGAN

Itil'ORGAN PLUS 4 and 4t1 Ofrcizl spare pilrsrrr srockisis, srvie and repairs,-Basil Roy. Lrd..
161 Gr. Porrland Srreer, W.l. LANshm 7733.

II!'ORGAN PLUS 4 ers. Prompt dctivery ofrr^ Ihese cars. SparB for same, huge stmks of4/4 and 3-wheler spar$.-F. H. Douciass, Morgan
Specialiss, la SNlh Ealing Road, Ealiig, W.S.
EALins 0570.

RACING CARS
A LAN BROWN offss 1953 C@p€r-AIra 2-tiue.rl Easily conrened to new Fomula 2. Orrhodox
chassis, four carbs. Very suitable for beginner.
€750.-Onslow I\roror Co.,28 Otrslow Street, cuild-
totd,. 'Iel.t 67227.

a^IOOPER Mk VIII, exellenr coDdirion, rebuilrv Featherbcd ensine arxl gearbox, Will separate.

-101 West Coker Road, Yeovil.

rno ALL OLD AND NEW CUSTOMERS,r friends and clltb rcmbcrs, Mr. W. S, Frosr
and I. E. Raby wish a trIerry and l{appy Xmas and
a ProsDerors New Year.-Below.

Rt-\ r.\G, sEr LING. EXCHAsNG| ._5O0s,

- .;.'rtt, et:!ne:.-Sf$:^.mi, CJ E\chaige
{Brrairr...!, L:].. 1S Chuc. R:rd. Htr\. -rSj95.

H.IT. lI. ::-:f ..=H. s-Ij,.l j tl
ffiift. (l) 63i : 90. \\'etqs, nci Laiu::
@ni( (unusd), Fism. rods, bariass rew 195-1,
unusd sine. (2) Oi.eEquare 83 x 78, fro SL:s,
with spae blGk, pisrons for. (3) lllirc 78 x 78.
C-tlDe gsrbox. 4.46 and 4,86 mriG. Three spare
Boffani wheeh, Dunlop racing. Spile pistons, iet!,
floaB, bearings, mag., etc.-Brooke, Thorn Hill,
Ramcill. Nr, HarroEate.

TIOJEIRGJAGUAR sporrs racins car. fiilcd wirh
^ brand ncw "D'r rlpe engine, Suirable for
sprints, hill-climbs, or gencral use. Beautiful 2-
seater body finished off for road ur. For per-
formane figurc, etc., see fohn Bolster's Road
Test in Al,Tospont issue of l6rh Nov., on sister
car to the above. Prie with Purchase Tax paid
fI.650, or would exchange for good Bentley or
Rolls.-Buckland Body Works, Ltd., Buntingford,
Herts. Phone: Buntingford 275.

TnOJEIRO-M.G. Aerodlnamic, new framed alu-r minirrm body. I,467 c.c.. runed M.G. ltnit lo
Amcricxn mods.. highlifr Arerican racinr cam-
shaft, roll€r taplEts, four T.T. Amals, 100 b.h.p.
Mallory Park I min. I rec. SDar€ wheels/tlres.
Delivered 75-mile radius. f600 o.n.o.-"Ecurie
Etoile", 300 Wollaron Road. Nortinsham.
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THE CHEQUERED FLAC
(Sports Car Specialists), Ltd.

492-496 Ctriswick Hish Road, W.4.-rerephores: cHr o55E and cHI 2619.

I?ILEY t h.p. "March Special" sports tours,rr smnd rhroughout. 193J, f95.

MORGAN 414 l0 h.p. spor6 2{ater. Red, re.Ivl upholsrered, smnd litrle ca. 19J7. fl45.

M. G. Jli l;?o'??ii',i;:::'-,',,f:Tlo?. o',,
(llNGER a h.p. Lc Mans twGs€aler. Cream.u rccond. unrr, outstanding, 1935. f185.

M.G..,If;-# l;?;,l,Xf'?.Tfi' .choice 
2 in

M?tf.^Irrti: r0nrh'o' soons 2-seater' oxrord

M. G" ff#T1.''r:Tf iii.I"o,t"*''&I":.'LE.
M.G. fE":[;].H"iu'fff.'t,L1ll'$ii"'""
ll,l'INOR touer, sman, black wilh p.V.C. hood,rrr rccond. unir. Noy., 1950. f195.

IIUCKLER srreamlined Mk. V 2-seater, red. Spedu wiih cconomy. 1955. f:95.
ITEALEY 2.4-lirre, I00 m.p.h. spGrs Duncanu 2-seater. B.R.G. Many exrras. 1948. €315.

IIELLOW 1,U2 c.c. sporrs 2-sealer, red/beiger, cockDir, overhaulcd. 1951. f345.

SIINGER 4 A.B. (S.M. 1500) roadster. Sronrsre-v.P One owner. 195J. fJ65.

rr. E. G. 
",,,n',19*,'J,?"iT'"'i 

rorlu'"r3 75 1'" 
n'

ll,!-ORCAN PIus 4 folrr-searer spons. Red/htackrr^ lether, excellcnr. 195J. t385.

_I'UPITER I l-litre convenibles, both B.R.G., wirht S. IIt unirs. 1952/3. f,425,

Ir ISTER-M.G. I,100 c.c. comp. twesealer.s B.R.G. Exrensively rebuilr. ,4J5.

XK 
".1',1;, ","1*"fr'i,1. 

ilB;tone 
sreen, radio'

M.G. [1 *,'Ji::'ii,1: ffi,:'red '|eth€r'
\fORGAN PIuq 4 TR:<nsined 2-sarer. B.R.G.,
^tr I.*'rr:ejgl. Jul! t955, fjqS.

LOCKIIART'S SMYICE DEPOT, LTD., OffB:
Palm Beac-l, 1954, bcaudfuuy fnished in sarter,grey leahq, Zephlr engine, new all-rreatlrciequipmilt, nomlnal milqge, Iiterally umarked

12, 1950,. dtrk sren, 4,375 c.c. 
"nrin" ,*1i1i

reconditiorcd, omplete mechanicat check in oui
workshops, uDdoubredty one of the frne$ ex-mples available .. .. g33S

Ims. Exchanxes.

Chiltem Road, Dunstabte, Bcdfordshire.
Telephoncs Dunstable 114.

ITACTORY-SERVICED used ALLARD ers are
- yorf. wi&'st buy. Always a good selection at
mmperrrye prtces.-VAN 2333,5L Upper Rich-
mond Road, S.W.15 (ffi also New Foids).

B.S.A.
RASIL ROY, LTD., 8.S..{. (S€us \tLtcis)s spars. Comprehtroire srmji. Eba:€ie and
rEtail.-161 Gt. PelaDd Su€t, \v.1. Ld\.L:r
7733.

CONNAUGHT

1953*16',;ii*""?l)"*"';f.ff ;,,,",:ii.:",*:::
clutch, tJrB, etc. Exellent handling and forfom-arce. f375.-A. C. Whincop, pire Treea Horet,
Esher.

COOPER

a-tOOPER-M.c., I,500 c.c., fulty road equipped.v Oflers.-66 Pettits lane, Rmrfsd. phone 4976.

anOOPER Mk. IV chassis, body, sleerine, cheap.-v.Carruthers-Watr. 2ll St. Margarcts Road,
Twickenham, Middx,

KIETT

1 954 
^#IX,"T".1,,,T 

uuli 
uili'**,lii'oio#

cylinder Turner engine. Genuine inquiries only.-
J. W. Bureoyne, Arden Road. Dorridse. Sotihuil_
Phone: Knowle 3061.

LANCIA
Ir & w. ENGTNEERTNG CO., L'fD., 2L21rr.Queens Gare Plae l\tc$,s, S.W.7, 'l el.:
WEStcrn 7369. All type Lmcid spares. iVe are
specialists in high-cla$ engineering for sporrs and
taclng cals.

l,r.c.
fT N,l' HAVE THE LARGEST STOCK of rrr.G.

factory.-Univenily l\lotors, Ltd., 7 Henford Streer,
London, W.l. Crosvenor 4141.

M- G. f,'*f ir-#::'-X,Tf il"'*Tt iT"il
8uidc, sDrinm, rocker bush€s, shaf$, etc.; reple
rena cmshaf$, rockers, dynamos, road spring,
wh€ek, hubs, yenical drive asemblies, prompi
postal servie c.o.d,, and suarantaed workmaroh'ip
in all our repairs.-A. E. Wirham, euen's Garasi.
Qum's RGd, Wimbledon, S.W.19. LIBeny 36i:

M.G. J'";#.': iffif ffi"ffi H53i,#
cmod, 28 Queonsberry Road, Keflering. phorc
3-15t -

RILEY

THE RIT,EY ]IIAN OFITERS:
, TUNING, NEW AND TISED SPARES.

STANLEY A. BURVILLE,
13 Railway Virduct, Ealltrg Road. Atperton, Mtddx.

Phone: Wembley 3345,

SPORTS CARS

FAIRSMITH SP'ORTS CARS LTI).
1953 750 Rmult, twin carbs, 4-branch ex-

haust. Terific Derfomane. Smoll
miteagc. powder blue. j0 m.p.g. .. i360

f949 Ilt.G. TC, qeam, wonderlul @ndition f345
1939 Ilt.G. TB, green, 100 per enr. .. l22S
I93t S/Talbot sDorrs touer, crcam. new hood eI55
!?1q M.C. VA d/hsd, btack, 100 p€r €nt fl49
1936 Riley Adetpbi, eood aI round .. .. ff05
SporE sr6 gladly taken in Part Erchance for

N.S.U.-Quickly and Prima scoorem.
762 Romtord Road, Muor part, Lotrirotr, E.li,

ILF 140t.

AUTOSPORI

BOUND VOTUITES

Volume t2 Ready Now
*

Already bound, Volume 12 AUTOSIORT

is now available, priceE217s.5d. per copy.

Orders can now be taken for binding

readers' copies of Volume 12 at fl each

(including index). Full inslruclions and

labels will be sent io readers upon receipt

of order and remittance.

Orders can still be accepted for binding

all Volumes ol AuToSpoRT 1.12, bul

Volume 1 index is now out of print.

Already bound Volumes 3, 4, 5.7, 8, 9,

10 and 12 available from stock, price

f2 17s. 6d. each.

*
AUIOSPORI (Bindine Dept.)
159 PRAED STREET, LONDON, W.2.
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THE CHEi--'ai:_-

M.G..i,'-)'-=
Rll'_'_- - -_-. .

ENGINEERING SERVICES- - .{ri,,d\nanric sports-
. ..:ilt cneineered, f,750.

i-ilrre sDorts saloon. un-
()lre owner, iust decoked,

c6t a:.j . ..: .r:r. f795.
/ER.{H5.'.: \ WARNER will be pleased tolf;:,; :. rLrriculars of the above; defcned
lrni. r".,,rance and part exchanSs a pleasure.
Higl-c:r Drjces paid for sports and competition cars,

TTIE CHEQUERED FLAG
(Sports Car Specialists), Ltd.

ITRFSSCARS, LTD., for rhc bcst value in sports(/ crrs. Very stxci:rl Bcntlcr- ]'lirrc, !188. I\t.G.
TA, exceptional. B.R.G. f215. 1947 N,I.G. TC,
black/sreen. 1295- Singer l]-lire sports, above
avcrat*, f95. Lloyd 650, brisk performance,
fantastic cconomy, f125. And many others.
SPORTS CARS LIRGEN-I'LY WAN'TED. TOP
CASH PRICES.-156 Ilich Road, Finchley, N.2.
TUDor 9272. (Two mins. East Finchlcy Station.)

1,100,,11i,'.f,t,l''3,;.*1-"lX:'I=*:',fJ:'"ld
Seymour Road, London, S.W.l8. PUTney 6799.

TRIUAAPH
mDO 1955, ovcrdrive. hcater, Michelin X,Lllp, 15.000 milcs. I.ike new rhroushour. €635.
Terms, Exchanaes.-Richards and Carr, Ltd., 35
Kinnerton Street, London, S.W.l, BElgravia 3711.

WOLSETEY

1 936 
"HS,:'}'J: o )Yffi;".'il.,1i1'1;f .::;:

Box 2311.

BODIES

IIIESTNIORELAND DETACHABLE -L-. : :,

achifled t,y the wrap-round r*r ;::: : - : : l

draught shut, making rhe sidc-s:--: :: - 
- -Easy to fit and dcrached in a i-- - -- -.

modcls: TR2/3, Il.C.A.-TF-TD i-:r:-- r: -..
Monis l\linor Convcrr:-:e :-- :: i 

-- 
i

Potter, 4b Lonsdale RL1aj. l::::- \ .. -

BOOKS

i Borrks and 100
List aYailable.

CAR RADIO

f D.{\\'. LTD., Car Radio Specialists. Il.M.V.,tl. Sn:is I{acii,rm,rhile, Philco, Ekco, Philips.
Exper! rri3ll.rlir).s and scryice by factory traircd
asineen.-lnquirics,241 Nonh End Road, W.14.
Fulbe ir:l.

ENGINES

Ii!OR SAI.E.-'fwo trand ncw 803 c.c. ArEtin! A-10 cncines, mmpleE wirh clntch and gearbox.
Srpl6 to rcquircments. f65 each.-furner Spons
CaB (Wolvcrhampton), Ltd., Fcndeford Airport,
WoilErhampron, Tel.: Fsdhouses 3223.

A UTOMENDERS have vcry compr('.rr. ..rrlacilitics for lhe machining and rcpatr ^i ...
iltomobile parts and units. rrl/hatever 1.r--:problcm we shall be plea.ed to assist in anl
possible way.-Automende6. Ltd., Lowthcr Guare.
Fery Road, Barns, S.W.13. Rlverside 6496.

IfUME ENCINEERING COI\IPAI{Y fffi all wck
rf connectcd u ith R.rcins ud Sports Cars.
Coopq Speialist.-Proprierry: J. L. C. Hume (late
chiet mcchanic, Cmper Car Compan,v), Bro$ ns
Road, Surbiton. Elmbridee 1974 (Norks), Malden
0677 .

rOHN HUI\IE \ r<h$ :ij hrr cr.romers and
Ufriends a \cr) hdtt) Cl:i.:=-.. .nJ a 'frr(l full"
New Year.

I'IITICK-LIFT JACF-S :-: T:- 1r{ rnade for 500tU c.c. racinc c3r(. : i j.. .ri arc s'eldinc,
drilling, milling, turr:r: ::; =-::n uork.- Don
Parker, la Sangora Roai. S \\-.:1. Bitterse 7327.

A TSCEILANEOUS

PHOTOGRAPHS

CH{R,LL\ DL\\'

*ish€s ill trirtdr a \le[f Chri*mas and a

tslpesl5 \ffi Year.

C€L:r* 11oking, SM€y.
Td.: \ 'okitrs 3737.

NADIATORS & FUEL TANKS

l- '. . '.'i I . )., rirc imediate seryict in repail
Lr --: ---- --i o[ radialors. oil coolers, iucl-i:,--. :-.: .i in:i, erc._103-109 Scrubs Lane,
:i-:1::: Llrdon, N.W.l0, Phone: hdbroke
j.+L1

RALTY EQUIPIAEN?
-1--Af-f INDUSTRIEs l, - ri.- nc'w Hitda sporrs
^ I .-.-:r.' Sft!-r.,ut, 1l -90 rn.n.h. Order nuw
::- ::- r::: .Jeliver),.-Details of this and every rally
-=:s.j:-v ir.m rhe Old Irorge Hous, Hook Grecn,
Ile.,pham, Kent. Phone: lvleopham 3265.

afoNTE CARLO RALLY.-Order your Hatdr
^rr Srrtrdpilot or Liltlcmore Elcctronic Cmpltror
in K.P,H, NOW. Also available*fery belrs from
-l sro,-Send for detailed caralogrE to RallY
EquiDment,279 Edgwarc Road, London, N.W.g.
col- 3840.

/|lHE CARFORD ROi\lER. hrpro\ed nx\icl
^ now avajlahlc. 4s. p6t free. from Garford
Romers, l Peterborough Rmd, Harrow, Middx.

SAFETY GLASS

CIAIjETY GLASS fftted ro dn! car $hilc l,,r Eair,
u including curved $indscreenc.- D. \\'. Prie.
490 Neasden Lanc, London, N.W.lO. Cladstone
7811.

SHOCK ABSORBERS

IrONI adjutable tclcrcopic shock absrbers.-F('rrr details write sole concssionaires, Poslldnd
Engineering & Tradins Co., Ltd,, Crowland, Perer-
borough. CroFland 316.7.

SPARES & ACCESSORIES

Itl'ON'lE CARLO RALLY SEATS. Pair of mas-rrr nificq611y madc anJ heavily upholstercd fronr
sats. used in 1955 Concours-winning lvlorris Oxford.
Driver's seqt ad,lrstable in three directions, pts-
snger's bed sat with chromium fitrings. Also apair of beaurifully chromium-plated shovels.-
Ted Lambert. 48 Reshaw Strret, LiyerDool-

815

SAYING PETROT
: : :;i'ic duly and private necessity
-: * +-ys. !f you are ihe f ortunale owner
:t :-: :t '-: icllowing a special "SUPER
:aO\3 v'" Alexander Laystall con-
rasis. <' s :esCy to save you up lo
c€ -::. :. - five withoul affecting
---i^------
Ergr- zz'zi :';'-e ecknowledged experts
and q-i:< y i'i:i rere or al your own
gar69€ ;f s : gill edged long lerm
inves!r€-:
Tick yo-- ::- =rC pcst off so that we
can send ii:'ei-fe by reiurn,

A.usTlN 430 ,rloRRts i,ut{oR
AUSTINA4O MORRIS COVYTEY
AUSTIN A.5O rllORRlS OXFORD

STANDARD A
Nome

Address

i.ef. AS.7)

I am inleresled -: ; :-:. .sl olso.

Alexander Engineeri*g Co. Ltd.
Hoddenhom, Bucks

Telephme: Hccicerhtm (iqks) 315

- ei6

l.toNxsPATH GARAGE, I

Biminsham Sports Car Speclalists, I

824-826 Stratford Road, I

Shirley, Solihult, Wf,ruickshire. 
I

Sole Agents for the Kenmar Fibrecltrs 2- ot 4- |

<eater spqrs mr bcly. A b€auliful complctc I

shell with suprrorring ireelwork, specifically de- I

signcd for the FGd 8/ 10, Parriculars wirh I

prasure. I

For Ford 8/10, setr ()f sharrcd steels for boxing I

rhe chassis increase sffength by 75 per cent., ]

only dl l2r. 6d., posrage 8r. 6d.

New M.G.A type Flyoff hand brake eii:.
chrome, with cablcs. Ideal for speci3l!. - i-

inc. Postage 5s.

oFFrcrAL 
@ 

srocKrsr 
I

PABADI MOIOAS
(MrrcHAl0 LtulTtD 0FFER

M.G.A. Stardard 5psciiical'ions.f,i:af.T;

1954 An.G. TF. Cre:m whh red uphoktory. Fhtod
many cxlra5. ln re:lly supab condilron. 9499
l95t l ,G, TD. Red and bs€o. Radiq, twin sPot'
hmgs. ln r.ally 5uperb co.dilion. lat5
l95l i .G. TD. Green End b6igo. Fittod lull
lonneau cov6r and oths orttd. Excollonl
condition throughoul. t4OO
1949 M.C. TC. Gren and gron. titted ovqsize
wh€61s, luggage carrier, fun lonn6au, othq oxlras.

t355
lg4, M.G, TC. Blxk and grecr. fitlod many
eitrd, excellenl @ndition. 9265

AtI. CARS FUTI.Y GUTsA}ITEEO. SPAIES I SENVICE.

H.P. INSURANCE E PART EXCHAXGES EffICIED.

IBEST CASII OT,-FERS F{}N
TIG.TF'.TD.TC

M.G. SPARES
Engines qEd boxes tor TA ond fC
models. On exchsnge plqn. Ex€tock.

Othe. Al.G. rpqre3 ol.o ovoiloble.

66167 Monarch Parade, Mitchem
Phoae: 3392-7188

COiAPLETE OVERHAUL ond
SERVICE for your LAAABRETTA.

Spqre5 ond occ6sories ovollobl,e.

32 Monarth Parade, Mitrham
' Phae : 5l4l-2(Codiued overleal)
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lSerf ornlanre {ttl, lLtU.
Olficial M.G., Moris, Riley ild Wol$ley Agents,
Olficial Reoault Distribulors. All modets on show.

Alrc
1948 Allard 6lL rourer, red CtgS
I9J7 Aston itlartin 2-lrrrc saloon fl95
1954 Aurtin A4J satoon. b:ack t42S
1954 Au tin.Heuley 100, 4-srced box .. eOZ!I9J7 Bcntle} 4.1-liire DiH. four\omc, black iSClI9J7 Pclase D6/70 D/tl. coune, rnaroon .. ft95l9{9 Hunrber Super Snipe, rriy flg5l95J Jacurr XK 120C, tr\ehcrs/Wcstakc .. et,fCil95l Jrsulr \K 120, m,)cl:licd rvh re .. f49S
l9J9 Jasuar s.s. I00::-lirre, ipccimen .. e.lcl
191! Bilgv 2 -lirrc salLi,rn. xrccn .. . . fJ45
lE: t!?, onc owncr. hcarcr. radio, elc .. a6aa
1955 TIf2. (hoice of anorher 5.
Ill.G. Choire of 30. Alt models.
TERtltS, EXCHANGES.
GREAT WEST ROAD, BRENTFIDRD. EAL 884T.

Clossif ied Advertisements-conJr'roed

WANTED

UVANTED.-Brisrot B.S.4 ensine, in good corY, diilr)n, suit:rhle for firtinu to (inrper-uilslol
sin!le-s('arcr racins car.-Chaseside I\,lotor'Co., t_rO.,
Castle Sueet, Hefiford. Tel,: Herrford 2456:

BERKETEY
trTOR EARLY DLl.lvbr(y OF tHE NEWI WONDLR LIfILE 5l,Ol{IS CAR, dcrnonsrra-
tion m()dcls aluays availJblc.-Conract Kingscutc &
Stcphcns, Ltd.. B€rkeley I)isrriburors, London Road,
Clouccster.'Phone 212i8.

FORD
ADLARDS MOTORS, LID., Acre Lane, S.W.2.rr }lain Ford Dislrihulor5. (\)nsull us lor
delivery of all Ford lrlodcls. Ovcrsels Rcsidcnrs'
inqurries welcomed.-Expor[ Depr., BRI 6431-.2-34-
5-6 (sce also Allard uscd cars).

GOGGOMOBIT
I.JOCCOMODIL, Lrd,, 50 c U.K. Conce5sion.rires,v 20 Cadogan Lane LondJn, S.\\'.1. Slof,ne
5/85.
lf & T. SER\ ICLS. Ll D. Disrributors torrt. "Co'eomo\il . Demon.tration car alw.rls
a! silable.-174-E \vickhm Rof,d, Shirtey, Croydon.
ADDiscombe:110.

HEINKEL
f OCKHART'S SL.R\l(E DEPOT, LTD., ofTcr! c.rrlicst deli\er)'.-{hi:rern RoJd, DunstJble.
Telephone 114.

A'TESSERSCHA'TITT
I. _OCKHARI S SLRVI('E DEPoT, LTD., ofierUcirrliest dclivcry.-Chilrern Road, Dunsrable.
Telephone l14.

TURNER
['tURNER A30 sp(n ls cars, Disrributors for
^ Surrey and Susrx.-Fields Gara,es, Lld., .lG,.l2
Soulh Srrcer, Chichester, Sussex. Tel.: Chichcsrer
2605.
rnURN ER A30 sporrs cflE. Disrriburors for rher Nrrrth oI En,rland.-Graham pcac,)ck (Wirral),
Lrd., Threways Gara8e, Ciattcrbridge. Tel.:'
Thornton HouEh lf5.

Autosponr, Drcrrrlnrn 21, L956

MOTOR MCING FILM SHOW

( rll!0) tmrrr.a(rr.ra.ai

BIRI'/IIIIffIIAM SPORIS CAR PEOPI.E
A complete service for the enthusiost.

We rcuple the Seoson's Greetinqs with on invitotion
to onyone to ottend o free sho||ia9 of thF Slell
Motor Rocing Films, ot our citv;howroons, on
Jonuory 7th, 9th, gth, l1th ond ltth, ot 6.30 ond
8.30 p m. Admission Free, on tickets to be opplied
for.

\^lE OFFER
AUSTI N. New unregistered Countryman.
Green, over {40 under liit price. ,,C " lice"ce
petrol I (598
AUSTIN A35, modified A50s, 105s, early
delivery. List Pric6
FORD POPULAR 1954, low mileage, modiFed if
required. - 

{3OO

IAGU4R XKl20. Fully modified, immacutate,
British Racing Green, t57S
M.G.'A'. Red, unregistered. Llst price
M.G. 'TF'!. 1954, heater. Choice of two,
Green and Grey. from {535
MORGAN PLUS {, TR3 engine, unreqistered.

Otd price {894
MORGAN 4/4:eries ll, Ford engine, modified if
required. Early delivery. List Price
STANDARDS. New and used 8s and lOs ar
reduced prices, Modified if required
TRI U MPH TR3. White, red leather, un-
registered. Reduced to e94l
TRIUHPH TR2, 1956, Black,White, hardtop,
G /T sidescreenr, leather, heater, etc. t ow
mileage, demonstralion car aTtS

49, BROAD STREET, BIRTVIII{GHAM, I
MlDland 7591-2

PART EXCI{ANGES . INSURANCE . TERMS

A l-LARD CA-t{S atways requircd. Wc bily, sclt,r- scr\t!t. exch-anre (,r part-cxchirnxe aqainst pur_
9f.l:c -o{ ncw Fr)rd cars.-Adtards l\lorors, lrd(A-llard Nlain Disrributors), e.l acre f-ni,' i.fV, j.Bl{lxr()n (}4ll
A I-LARD coup-r or saloon required, in excellenr
'-rtondi ion. also ov(rhcaLl ra.ve conrersion [Orl00E Ford 10.-Barr, Burron Coiraii. B;;;_bi_'I',rrporley.

IIASIL ROY, LTI)., rcquire Morgan plus Fours. nrodcls fr,r -ca\h or p rn-exchanle lor anynx'ke,-l6l Gr. Porrland Streei, W.l. LANuhani
773J.
(''tAllERAS.,hinoculars, rrpc recordcrs, cine cquip.v mcnt tn hrst-ctass cr)ndition always rcqtrirctl._
Charlcs f)rrnn. -lhq Cirhrcril Exch.,nse, a ancf S
Trrnspare (oll Hish Slrrer). Gritdtord. fei.:-iOaO.
|^IOOPER Mk. IX or X Fearhcrbcd NonJn'ensinev DI rlcs.-Car Exchan,e (Brighton), Lrd,, lg
Chlrrch Road, Horq :35' 5.
P()WI.AND S\UTH. The Car Brrycr. Hirhest
^r ca\h nrice for all m,rkes. Oncn g-7 weckdavsand Sllrlrd ry.- Hi,,h Streer, Xrmpstcaa iiubeiN.w.3. HArt 6041.

I{. JACOBS & s0N

WISH AI,I,
-4 ffin**y Cl*;ot*oo

€, L*ppy Jay "f W"toring
in 1957

S0UTH }{00D[0RD , [.18 Wanstead 778lt4

I,IMIT[D

0ll/}'tRS

& SPORTS CAR TRIINDS

MILI GARA0I ' CHIG}Y[[[ B0AD .

AIDS TO ECONOXTY AND PERFORA,IANCE
A highly ertlclcnt engine ls more economlcol. needlng less th.ottte openingtor the sqme perrohqnce ond eyen on tull th?ottte ionsumption is usuolti

better thqn stondord.
5'U- rml down'draughtrg11ygx1gp. rlrr, ELyar LAysrau.-Lucas tc€rburefrer! w'th larg.,i._.
it.;t-1i,"iuJ11",.'lel,Irvs-l-iehr Altoy Cytindo, Hords ror159 & 16l londcn Road. Kingrton-on-Thamer

FUR'HEN AIDS TO ECONOMY
9yg-tlfiy. Units. 28 per <ent higher ,alio.
LAYCOCK lor Conrul and Zephyr. Wyvgrn & Velox.
HANDA tor l00E tord, A.50, Oxlord and Magnete.
High Axle Eotler lor GGiltrn ford and B.M.C.
modelr
3.U. Co?butottets. Expsil tunrng.nd rervi.ing-
'tG.,Ul." lllodlfie.. A siopte, y6r screntrfr. luol
oconoilitot saving 5 to 107a. improvrng lorque,
oarily filted, from 2Ol.. S,amp for lisrs and
pe.foim.nce f:Eur€r, 3'alinE make.
The H^O Bomb. Water inie.tion for 7* to 15Eo
tuol oaonony and elim:nation ol prnling; increases
psrlorma6c6 and disNrres c.rbon. E!llOI-.
The 'tlgnltlon 3uperchcrger,, boosti ,h6
sparl and the gerfornancc,2ll-.

p€rfohanao,

* trenple ol our erlicient detlgn ol
nariloldlng ssed o[ ford I, t0r 100t,
Staoda.d t and 10.

conkols and p"trol pi9.,
on olfiqiont manrfold.
Giv6j 25% more power
and hill climbing w;th
borlor pekol consumpnon. I i
for Moilir Minor, Oxford
S.V., Renaulr,750 aad
Dauphine, Ford 8, 10,

Anglia aod Pr€fe.t. Srandard 8 !nd 10,
tial 1,100, C26. Mrnor O.H.V , t,000,
A30 and A35. Et7lO,-. A.0, A5O,
S.V. Minx, Oxford O.H V, Wolselev
1111, l,22ltol-. L.r65r O H:v Mior
and Sunbeam Rapier, 136, Consul C3O.
Ford Zephyr, Vauxhall, Vslox to'53
(Triple Crrbs.l '5,1 onwardt (Twin
Carbs.), C4!.

SII.VERTOP
lo. Mor,ir 8, setios I &

ford 8 & 10, lspicot dynamo)
C8llO,.. {platfoh dynamo), Cg. Morris E, so.ies E,g9liO,-, M;no, ElOllO/-, Hiltm6n M,nr & Hqsky. Talbor
10, tfollOl.. ALTA, lor Austrn 7. a6ltO,., LAYSTAT L-
LUCAS 1,or M.G., X.P.A.c., Wolrot6, 4l!{, Bsgltol-.
RAYMOND MAYS 120 8.H.P. HEAD lor Mk. lt ZIPHYR,
C!35. EI-VA, to, Ford lOOE, L.R.G., lor 93A. C58ftOf-.

Modifiod H/C headr lq rcst oaker.
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In one mjnute you can start cutting vour perr.-i
bills by up to zo per cent-by firting rh( n-',,.
" Multispark " High Frequencv Ignirion.C..:-
vertor. This amazing unit u,ill conr':::::---
spark tiom normal ignirion) no marr::.-
weak, into a surging High Frequencl :-:...
This highly intensified spark burns e\'i:,-.'::r::
of fuel, cutting out waste and purii:; =-::.power through the crankshall. .' .\1:l::.;::.
lgnltron grves you more pO\1er-...-:>i ::::--j-i
in all rveathers-even s.ith oiiri:::--:.
Smoother running and up to:c c-: --:: =-:-miles per gallon-you'll savc :,r::is. \\'ii=ir'
used by government depar'.rtr-:.. B.R.S. .rni
large commercial transport ori :::..
\We guarantee your mona]-':::.:::. :ull if nt,t
absolutely satisfied.

Unir for single cylinder ..9ir"" l216
for multi cylinder engines 251-

C.O.D. Exto

The " lttu LTISPARK "
High Frequency ignition convertor

lYe ore outhori5ed distributors to the Trode.

Send todoy to: Dept. "L"

,\AAIN DISTRIBUTORS:
56, Bermondsey Street, London, S.E.l.

Tel: HOF 2571

BAr_mExs- iffiffilm
@

"'^;'r;d;; ";i;""'

N EW CARS
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W

@
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FOR

.m

AND
RETAIL DEALER

uoBBxs

sEE AND IR.Y

Pye Radio supplied a'.c liited
16I GI. PORITAND STREET, W.I

LAN. 773:

...{I \ LO\ DON DISTRIBUTORS
IOO MILES PER GAI.TON
sre easilv o|tainetl in ererldal use
rilb the ingeniou. (labin Sr.ooier. Four
sped close-ralio gearbox and brisk
perforrnirrree coupled n-ith excellent road
holdins. allows a good ruargin of fun
uhile the latest 3.sealer srrlngemerrt
ntakes this trn ideal second string during
the petrol shortage.

['rices f3-[3 aud €367 . lOs.
(nith heater aud exlrs lrimmings)

85 M'I.ES PER GAI.ION
is lhe normal returl wilh the HEJNKEL
(labin Scooler. ryhich offers side bv side
:ealing fur lso. or lllree ut u .queeze,
rrrd occasional cxtra seal in lhe reer.

l'rice €395 approrinralelr.
I)enrouslrtlion litcrsturc bv relurn.

RUDDS
-trlorrrobile Di:fribrrl,,r.

41 HIGH STREET, WOBTHIHG
SUSSEX

Phones: 7"73 4

-t{tugl1i' **ffi ON SALE NOW
ot oll

Newsqgents & Booksellers
HIGH-PERFORA ANCE CARS t956-57. Size 1l" x 8]".
80 psges. Price 5/- nel lrom you. local bookseller. 5/6 post
free. Edited by Gregor Granl and John Bolster. Technical
drawings by Theo Page. Thrs annual is now in ils third year
of publication and is eagerly read by all motoring enthusiasts.
ln addition lo lhe exlensive series of road lesls and technical
drawings, lhere is a fealure article by Peter Collins entitled
"My Year rrith Ferrari ".

!

LOUD PEDAL by Raymond Groves. Size
8" x 5]". 64 pages. Price 3/6 net lrom your
Iocal bookseller. 3/lO post free. Readers of
AUTOSPORT need no introduction to Raymond
Groves and his carloons illustraiing incidenls
:. road and track. This is a must for all
-Jlciing enthusiasls

AUTOSPORT, 159 PRAED ST., LONDON, W.2

/L
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EC9, BrlS cese for pre-focus

ruibs, iless bulbs) 1115

-4'r /',{ \ ,/
d\

-(3b r. 4ob Wing
t Mrr ror, chrorl tlnr,
J io. near or clf-srdeu nrorntLr,g 21/- ea.

0rcl,1BrR 21 1956

€'l

==-!F'

E=
l!t
li

ti

tu-S:1,.ffiit
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