? twww.autosport.com £2.80 December 29 2005

E WOBLEEEREST-SELLING MOTORSPORT WEEKLY
\ _h,w.fmﬁ,Ltwgﬁhw;1 ﬁfwP_? o

5

SPARKS F1
SHAKE-UP

Bl WILL RENAULT QUIT?

Ml KIMI TO FERRARI?

ll SCHUMACHER TO RED BULL?
M WHAT NEXT FOR MONTOYA?

OUR EXPERTS REPORT pé

PLUS

RED BULL:
IVE CAN BEAT FERRARI
NRC IN CRISIS:
MITSUBISHI PULLS:O!

agarii N -

€L1976

il

_m




HE WORLD'S FASTEST MAGAZINE

THE ALONSO
EFFECT

THE BEST newsstoriesare the
ones that take you completely by
surprise. And there wasn't a soul
in the office who could have
predicted thatwhenwe came
intowork onthe last Monday
before Christmas, Fernando
Alonsowason hisway to McLaren.

Suchis the waywith Formula 1
these days, with multi-year contractsand
commercial sensitivities, that the deal is for
2007 and not’06, whichisthe bad news.

This coming seasonwas shapingup to be
acorker—Alonso vs Raikkonenvs a resurgent
Ferrarivs big-spending Toyota. These elements
are stillthere of course, but you have towonder
how committed Renaultis going tobe to
Alonso’s cause. Will they be willing to push for
that final tenth which could allow him to take
the coveted number one away with him? And
whatabout Alonso’s motivation? Where will his
loyalties lie when it comes to wheel-to-wheel
dicing with one of Ron’s silver arrows? Nerfing
one ofthem offin the heat of battle is hardly
going to endear him to his new paymasters.

Of course, they are all total professionals and
willmaintainit's 2006 that counts and not what
comes afterit. But F1isasportthat rewards
100 per centcommitmentand whenyou've
handed in your notice, you're not exactly going
tobe first to volunteer for overtime work...
Maybe, just maybe, Giancarlo Fisichella will find
he’'sbecome the favoured son.

Alonso’s move is seismic. The aftershocks
will be felt from the top to the bottom of the
gridand we can expect a few more surprises
over the coming weeks and months.

ANDREW VAN DEBURGT
EDITOR
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RENAULT REBEL
World champion Fernando Alonso’s shock switch to
Vodafone-backed McLarenfor 2007 could prompt i
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Non-motorsport fan Carlos ‘Le costcutter
Ghosn replaces Louis Schweitzer as chief
executive of Renault. Cost cuts feared

Ay Highly-rated technical chief Mike
Gascoyne accepts big money offer to
lead Toyota’s F1 engineering team

French giant Renault enters Formula 1 Despite outcry from British media, Renault boss
as a ‘whole car’ manufacturer for the a7y  Flavio Briatore promotes test driver Alonso to race
first time since 1985 seat, forcing Button to BAR. Alonso wins in Hungary
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FERNANDO ALONSO’S shock

signing for McLarenin 2007 is

almost certain to hasten the exit of

Renault from Formula 1 asa‘whole
car manufacturer entrant.

Alonso, 24, the youngest-ever Formula 1
world champion, will leave the team at the end
of next yearamid continued speculation that
Renault plans to downscale its F1 involvement
to become an engine supplier only from 2007.

Renaultwill slash its European motorsport
budget nextyear asitimplements a series of
cost-cutting measures aimed at tackling falling
road car sales. Its western Europe market share
fellby 12 per centin October, but the F1 budget,
whichwas around £160millionin 2005, will
not be affected, according to team chairman
Patrick Faure.

“Formula 1 doesn’t sell cars the next morning
—it'sforthe next 10to 15Syears,” he said.
“Championship after championship you build a
reputation and animage. Being world champion,
we have avery good return onwhat we invest.”

He admitted the pressure onthe company’s
motorsport budget was difficult to resist. “ won't
be happy if national series are suspended,” Faure
said, "butifthereis a big cost-cutting plan, | don’t
see why sport should be left out of it.”

The company’s new chief executive, Carlos
‘Le costcutter Ghosn, whois widely credited
with turning around the fortunes of ailing the
Renault-owned Nissan brand before being
promoted to head up the French parent firm
last April, is said to regard F1 as aworthwhile
investment only ifthe company is winning.
Ghosn,who cut Nissan's motorsport budget
within a year of taking overin 2000, is due to
present a three-year plan for Renaultin February.
The loss of aworld champion will prevent
Renaultjustifyingits F1 spend by having a
hugely promotable talisman to help sell cars.

Alonso, whois believed to have signed a four-
year-plus-options dealworth up to £13m per
seasonwith McLaren, said: "Obviously | will be
sad toleave Renault, where | achieved my
lifetime ambition, but sometimes possibilities
come along which are just too good to miss.I'm
pleased we made the announcement as it will
allow me and Renault to focus 100 percent on
defending the world championships next year.
| felt that it was time fora new challenge. That
will be to try and win with another team.”

Were Renault to withdraw, its championship
entry would become available to a newteam.
Ex-BAR boss David Richards, who also ran
Renault F1's predecessor Benetton from 1997-
98, has frequently been linked with areturn to
F1 since he left BAR at the end of 2004. He could
beideally placed to re-enter from 08 under FIA
rules designed to cut the cost of competing.

2005

WINS BOTH 2005 CHAMPIONSHIPS

Fernando Alonso beats Kimi Raikkonen to
drivers’ title as Renault fends off strong McLaren
challenge in constructors’ championship

“Ifirmly believe there will be room for small
organisationsto operate in F1inthe next couple
ofyears,” Richards saidin the current issue of
Autosport's sister magazine, F7 Racing.

The announcement of Alonso’s departure
came only days after McLaren revealed it had
signed a 10-year title sponsorship deal with
Vodafone (see page 9). McLaren’s double
poaching of two of its rivals’ major assets —
Vodafone from Ferrariand Alonso from Renault
—has shifted the balance of power dramatically
towards the Mercedes-powered team for 2007.
Alonso’s move also blows open the driver market.

Speaking exclusively to Autosport, McLaren
Chief operating officer Martin Whitmarsh said:
“Fernando did a good job for Renault this year.
We had an opportunity to attract himwith a long-
term deal and we did not hesitate in signing him.”

Alonso earned £5m this year at Renaultand
Isknown to have wanted a substantial pay rise
commensurate with his status as world
champion. Flavio Briatore, Alonso’s team boss
and manager,is understood to have been
unwilling to sign off a pay increase, prompting
Alonso to entertain the approach from McLaren.
Autosport understands Briatore is unhappy that
Alonso has agreed to switch teams, but thata
clausein his contract allowed him to exercise
veto over Briatore’s wishes if approached with
a better offer from arival.

Briatore said: "lwas at no time directly or
indirectly involvedin the conduct of these
negotiations. Fernando made a personal
decision that his future lies outside Renault
when his current contract expires at the end
of 2006. He contacted and negotiated with
McLaren at his owninstigation.”

Whitmarsh said the signing of Alonso and
Vodafone had given the team substantial long-
term stability, adding that either of the team’s
current drivers, Juan Pablo Montoya and Kimi
Raikkonen—both of whose contracts expire at
the end of 2006 —could partner Alonso.

“We only have one driver signed for 2007 and
that's Fernando Alonso,” he said. "We hope that
the prospect of re-signing for'07 is attractive to
Juan and Kimi, but first we must concentrate on
the season ahead.”

Alonso’simpending arrival at McLaren
heightens speculation that Raikkénenis setto
leave for Ferrari. Sources suggest a deal with
Raikkonen hasbeen done, butif not, McLaren'’s
Alonso contract will greatlyweaken the Finn's
bargaining position with both teams.

Raikkonen said: "l learned about it [Alonso’s
deal| from the team a couple of days ago. My
own situation is still the same —nothing has
been agreed regarding the future.I'm
focusing on the new season and will
make decisions nextyear.” &

LOSES ALONSO
2005

In a shock move, McLaren poaches
Alonso from beneath Flavio Briatore’s
nose in multi-million pound deal

ILLUSTRATION: ALANELDRIDGE

SPECULATION THAT Kimi
Raikkonenwill announce a move

to Ferrarifor 2007 hasincreased
dramaticallyin the wake of Fernando
Alonso’s transfer to McLaren.

Raikkonen has beenstrongly
linked with Ferrariformore thana year
andissaid byteaminsiders to have
alreadysigned a contractfor 2007.

Michael Schumacher’s Ferrari
deal expiresatthe end of next year
and, with his 37thbirthday fast
approaching, he maybe ontheverge
ofannouncing his retirement.

InSeptemberthis year he said: “|
would nothave aproblem to drive
with Kimi at Ferrari, butwhether|
continueinFormula 1 after’06 1 don't
know.|don'thaveanideawhenitis
timeformetostop, butldon’t believe
Ihave manyyearsinfrontofme.”

His managerWilliWeberadded
atthe time that Schumacherwas
unlikely to make any decision about
hisfuture before March 2006.

Should he quit, Ferrariwould need
anotherrecognised top-line driverto
replace him, and with Alonso signed
to McLaren, Ferrari’s desire to secure
Raikkonenwill have intensified. The
team could replace bothits driversfor
2007, as newrecruit Felipe Massa only

MONTOYA
W ‘070PTIONS M ‘O70PTIONS

'WEDIDN'T HESITATE TOSIGNHIM” > MOVEMAY PROMPTKIMIEXIT>  WWW.AUTOSPORT.COM

RENAULT MAY QUIT
AFTERALONSO MOVE

2007 DRIVER MARKET

KIMI CLOSES ON FERRARI DEAL

hasadealfor’06. Butshould
schumacher decide to extend his
contract, Massa could find himself
forced out of the team.

Despite the speculation
surrounding Raikkonen, McLaren
Insists that he and team-mate Juan
Pablo Montoya—both ofwhose
contracts expire atthe end of 2006 -
areinnegotiationwith the team for
the remaining ‘07 race drive.

IfMcLarenwere to run Alonso and
Raikkonen, Montoya’s optionswould
lie eitherwith Renault, if it remainsin
k1, Ferrari, or BMW, which will almost
certainlynotrenewjacques
Villeneuve’s contract nextyear.

Renault’s position adds further
uncertaintytothe 2007 driver market.
[fthe teamwithdraws at the end of
nextyear, as has been rumoured, both
Giancarlo Fisichella, under contract
untilthe end of 06, and Heikki
Kovalainen, whoisthe team’s third
driver nextyear, will be out of a drive.

There may, however, be two British
beneficiaries from the McLaren
shake-up. Lewis Hamiltonand Gary
Paffett are ideally placed to capitalise
ontheirlongassociationswith the
team and bag third driver, test, or
possibly even race drive roles.

-

SCHUMACHER ~ HAMILTON
M ‘070PTIONS M ‘07 OPTIONS

1) Move to Ferrari 1) Stay at McLaren 1) Stay at Ferrari 1) McLaren tester
2) Move to Red Bull 2) Non-top-team
3)Move to McLaren  F1 race drive
4) Retire

2) Mega-buck 2) Move to BMW
Toyota deal ~ 3) Move to Ferrari
3) Stay at McLaren 4) Renault

FISICHELLA
I ‘070PTIONS ® ‘07 OPTIONS

1) Stay at Renault 1) Renault
2) Move to Ferrari  2) BMW
3) Retire

)

w

MASSA PAFFETT
[l ‘O70PTIONS W ‘O70PTIONS
1) Stay at Ferrari 1) McLaren test or
) Move to BMW race drive
2) Non-top-team
F1 race drive
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DTM FOR F1 ROLE

LEWIS TO
FOCUS ON
GP2 TITLE

McLAREN PROTEGE Lewis
Hamiltoniscertaintotestforthe
teamin2007 —anditmay help him
securean’07 Formula 1 race drive.

Hamilton, 21 nextmonth, who
hasbeenbacked by McLarensince
theageof 12, will race next season
for ART Grand Prixin GP2, and his
level of successwill dictate
McLaren’sthinking on hisfuture
careerpath.

McLaren’s Martin Whitmarsh
said: “Lewisisan extraordinarily
talented driverand we believe he
willbecome aMcLaren driverinthe
future. It'sunlikely that his debut
yearwillbein2007, buthe could
well be atest driverforus.Once he
haswon the [GP2] championship
we canramp up the testing. He will
bewell readyforthatrole bythen.”

Teamboss Ron Dennis, whose
interestin Hamilton was sparked
whena 12-year-old Lewis, thena
starkarter, approached Dennis at
the Autosport Awards ceremony,
said: “He shouldn’t be obsessed by
gettingintoaFormula 1 carasfast
aspossible—he should befocused
onbeing asreadyas possible. The
pathhe hasfollowed, with our
guidance, of dominating every
championship he has competedin,
willresultinhimbecomingavery
competitive grand prixdriver, but
hehastostayonthatpath.”

Dennisadmitted it was
“unlikely” Hamilton'sfirst F1 race
drivewould beina McLaren but
addedtheteamwould supporthim
intryingtosecureadebutride with
asmallerteam. “Weare never
goingtoobstruct hiscareer,”
Dennisadded.

Hamilton had been considered
extremely strongly by BMW-Sauber
forits 2006 third driverrole, but he
isnow setonwinning nextyear’s
GP2 championship.

McLaren protégé Hamilton

=4 isfocused onwinninginGP2
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GARY PAFFETT and AlexWurz
are setforaFormula 1-DTM
‘superswap’ as Paffett has been
elevated to afull-time McLaren test
driving role for 2006.

Reigning DTM champion Paffett, 24, replaces
Wurz, who leaves the F1 team after five years.
Paffett will drive solely for McLaren alongside
fellowtester Pedro de la Rosa, who remains at
McLareninatestand reserve driverrole, as he
hassince 2004.

Paffett’'s promotion could sethimup as
Britain's next Formula 1 star, asthe team has
admitted the testing role could belinked to F1
race opportunities. It also raises the possibility
that Wurz could return to racing next seasonin
a DTM Mercedes. Wurz last raced DTM cars for
Opelin 1996.

Paffett is rated extremely highly by Mercedes
motorsport boss Norbert Haug, who has been
instrumental in guiding him to DTM successand
bringing him closer to McLaren, whichis 40 per
cent owned by Mercedes.

He said: "Gary was avery fast learnerin the
DTM. Last year he was a title contender but he

lost out. This season he was the man ofthe year,
with the most poles and the mostracewins. It
reallywasn't an easy championship for himto
win and he absolutely deserves hischanceinF1.
Ouryoung driver programme has always been
aboutevaluating the best talent and Gary has
proved himself.”

Paffett had hisfirstever Formula1runina
MclLaren in December 2000, asa prize for
winning the 1999 McLaren Autosport BRDC
Award. In recent testing in Barcelona, driving a
V8-powered McLaren MP4-20B, Paffett
impressed engineers with his speed,
consistency and detailed assessment of the
car's behaviour. If he continues to shinein 2006,
he willmove into contention for anincreased
testing role at McLaren or a race drive with
anotherteam.

Wurz, who testeda DTM Mercedes at
Hockenheim at the end of the 2003 season, had
beenin active talks with BMW for a third driver
role, butthe team’s decision to sign emerging
World Series by Renault champion Robert
Kubica(see page 11), scuppered his plansto
remaininFormula 1.

An artist's impression of how Alonso’s i
Vodafone McLaren-Mercedes might look

Paffett's recent tests paved the
way for his moveinto anFlrole

------
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SIGNS MONTOYATO | MP4-18A AND MP4-19 DEBACLE LOSEWEST
REPLACE COULTHARD ( 2003/2004 2005
2003 Technically sophisticated but on-track performance West ushered in the classic black and silver livery and

the post-Marlboro era. Its decision to withdraw during
2005 leaves the team without a title sponsor for '06 J

-y "

never lives up to expectations. Fifth in 2004
championship falls well below expectations

Swoops for Montoya midway through
2003 to create an all-star line-up
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McLAREN
VODAFONE DEAL?

VODAFONE’S TITLE sponsorship
of McLaren could begin earlierthan
its scheduled introduction atthe
start of 2007, Autosport has learned.

McLaren poachedthe mobile phone giant’s
backing from Ferrari, where it has shared space
with title sponsor Marlboro since 2002, in a
10-year dealworth as much as £400m.

McLaren does not currently have a title
sponsor for 2006, following the departure of
West inresponse to the tightening of tobacco
advertising legislationin Europe. But the team
will have a Vodafone 'livery launch’in February,
which could herald the early introduction of next
year's MP4-21 carsin new racing colours.

Team COO Martin Whitmarsh said: "It could be
before the end of 2006. Ferrari and Vodafone are
indivorce proceedings at the moment and it
depends how that resolves itself.”

Vodafone's decision to switch teams comes
after more than three years’ wooing by McLaren.
Peter Bamford, Vodafone's chief
marketing officer, said the level of

KIiMI"05 FASTESTIN MP4-20
2005
A slow start aside, the MP4-20 proves to be

ot

exposure the company was achieving with
Ferrari, where it competes for space with
Marlboro, was far less than what MclLaren was
able to offer.Itis understood to have wanted title
sponsorship space foran annual fee of around
£36m. Bamford said value formoney and

McLaren’s F1 record were also important factors.

Vodafone’s switch leaves Ferrariwith a
sponsorship deficit of around £20m per season
tofilland reportsinthe Italian press suggest
another mobile phone company may replace
Vodafone. The teamwill not be directly
impoverished, however, asVodafone's
sponsorship deal is understood to have taken
the form of a ‘space buying’ arrangement
from Marlboro parent company Philip Morris,
which ownstherightsto all the advertising
spaceon FerrariF1 cars.

The defection mimics Vodafone's recent
termination of the £9m-per-season
sponsorshipagreement it had with

Manchester United. That
7 sponsorshipwas pulledinthe

4

/) LOSES NEWEY
After creating the MP4-20, Newey

wake of two seasons of poor performance by
United, but Bamford denied Vodafone had left
Ferrari because of the team’s uncompetitive
2005 performance.

"Thatwasn't really a factor. We would never
make a judgement based on one championship.
Ferrari's profile helped us establish our brand,
but nowwe are movinginto a new phase.”

Honda F1 was extremely close to a deal with
Vodafone, but the company was swayed by
McLaren's track recordin F1. McLaren was
also on the verge of signing a sponsorship deal
with technology giant Intel, but the Vodafone
agreement slowed the negotiations and allowed
BMWto reach an agreementwith Intel, aformer
Toyota backer, instead (see page 10).

McLaren boss Ron Dennis said: "We knocked
down every door that led to Vodafone.

We wanted to catch theirwave and be on
the same surfboard.”

ltis unclearwhat affectthe McLaren
switch will have on Vodafone's personal
deal with Michael Schumacher.

POACHES VODAFONE AND ALONSO
2005
Two major coups in the space of a week puts McLaren

EXPERT VIEW

HOWWILL Fernando Alonso
attune to McLaren?It'savery
different environment to thatat
Renault. On aracingweekendthe
chain of command s longer at
McLaren. Itreliesless onthe
Intuition and experience —albeit
still backed up by data—ofone
man (Pat Symonds) and even more
onmultiple layers of data analysis.
There’samore obvious
demarcation between the engine
and chassissides ofthe teamand
assuchthe political undercurrents
tend to be stronger. The marketing
push ofthe teamis more overt and
he’ll probablyfind himself doing
more sponsorwork. The technical
resource at McLaren-Mercedesis
immense, almost certainly bigger
eventhanthe combination of
Enstone and Viry, and he might
revelinthe speed atwhich new
developments can come on-
stream. His biggest challenge will
beintakingonanincumbent
team-mate—whetherthat's Kimi
Raikkonen orJuan Pablo Montoya
—Dboth ofwhom are good enough
to make full use ofthat advantage.
ButAlonsowill succeed there,
that’sa given. He's too good,

BHLOADPICTIOATIOAEREI- ITAAEARITCET T

the fastest car on the 2005 grid. Kimi misses (
the title, but McLaren back as a force

decides to end his eight-year skint with toosmart, too driven notto.

McLaren for a new challenge at Red Bull

back in the headlines and alleviates any doubts about

ILLUSTRATION: ALANELDRIDGE
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'FINEWS | EDITED BY CHARLES BRADLEY > RED BULL BOASTS OF FRESH ENGINEERING STRENGT

FERRARI VS

Maranello power replaces Cosworth V10
as new regulations come into play

INTERIM AERO

V'KEEL : | : . Adrian Newey influence still some way

Sk ELrJ_ISPE”?iDHSEt‘U‘D aP?EEEQEUM M | : off, so expect major mid-season changes
world championship-winnin .
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Red Bull's all-new Ferrari-powered RB2 broke cover for a | S e i <
shakedown run at Silverstone before Christmas 4 T

RED BULL: WE CAN
BEAT FERRARI IN'06

XPB

GARY
ANDERSON

EXPERT VIEW

THETRICK for Red Bullin 2006
will be ensuring it stays on its

REDBULL claimsitcanbeat have a considerable input. Silverstone on December 15-16, becoming the feetwithout tripping over.
Ferrariinthe constructors’ world “He's aware of how we work. | believe he will second 2006 car after Toyota to hit the track. The team hasrecruited
championship withits new RB2 chassis  bring us things that we will benefit from and Its aerodynamics are not yet definitive '06- heavily onthe design side with
fitted with the Italian manufacturer’s likewise | think he will be pleasantly surprised by specification, but the carhasa "V-keel front somebignamesandithasto
engines nextyear. the strength of our engineering group. Inthefirst  suspension arrangement pioneeredin ‘05 by be careful thatit'snottryingto
Technical director Mark Smith, who has month or two we will find our feet, but | can only Renault's R25. It also has an extremely tight run before it canwalk. Last
overseen development of the chassis, said the see positives from his arrival.” rear end ‘Coke bottle’ aerodynamic treatment, to seasonitseemedtobe a
strength of the Red Bull engineering squad, The RBZ chassisran forthefirsttime at take advantage of the 100mm shortening of V8 well-balanced team and that
boosted last month by the recruitment of ex- Y engines compared with V10s. showedinthe consistency of
McLaren aerodynamics ace Adrian Newey, gives FER RAR I H AS TO Smith said he believed the RBZ marked as results. Butitneedsto make
the team enough technical firepowerto take on much of a culture shift forthe team as does the sure it keepsallthe egos
top-line rivals. Both Ferrari and Red Bullwill be BE OU R B ENc H M AR K switch to Ferrari power from Cosworth, which satisfied without there being
powered by identical specification Ferrari V8 powered Red Bull last year and the Jaguar Racing anyinternal strife. Egoisn'ta
engines next year, making the Maranello-based N EXT Y EAR" and Stewart Grand Prix teams before that. bad thinginitself, butit must
team the benchmark for Red Bull. Smith said: "We have a good open relationship be used constructively.
Smith said: “We can beat Ferrari. The strength MﬂRK SM"'H RED BULL with Ferrari. There are still track operationissues Red Bullwill have evolved
ofthe engineering group that we haveisvery high, : and developmentissues that we have to resolve, sensibly from last season, and
It's the strongest group I've everworkedin.” butthat's inevitable in any new relationship.” Mark Smith, its technical
Theteam has also been boosted by the Red Bull will race on Michelin tyres next season director,isan extremelynice,
poaching from Renault of Rob Marshall as chief while Ferrariwill rernain with Bridgestone. organised chapwho'snotthe
designer, and Jonathan Wheatley as team Sporting director Christian Horner said: “Ferrari typeto getsuckedintointernal
manager. They will bolster the existing team lead have to be our benchmark next year. If they are politics. | know Adrian [Newey]
by Ben Agathangelou, head of aerodynamics, and betterthanus thenwe are not doing a good will have his philosophy of what
Anton Stipinovich, head of R&D. The team’s ex- enough job or Bridgestone are doing a better the team needsto do towork
MoD DERA windtunnel, reckonedto be one of the job than Michelin.” more effectively,and he’s
mostaccurateinF1,is now fully operational. Lead driver David Coulthard, who carried out lookingforwardto having a
Smith said Newey would have little early effect the shakedown test, was encouraged by the RB2. more creative rolewhich the
onthe RBZ, butadmitted that his influence would “Testing the carwas momentous, asitrepresents teambelieves it can offer him.
increase as the season progressed. "There will be something completely new for the team,” he said. | It'sstrongonpaper,but
verylittle that he can do interms of the first race, "When everything works well, it's very rewarding. It | makingsure the management
butinterms of howwe develop the car, he can must be a proud moment for the whole team.” structure is rightwill be the key.
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INTELAND
KUBICA

BMW HAS signed a major
sponsorship deal with
Intel, and hired rising
Polish star Robert Kubica
as third driver.

Intel had been close
to signing a contract with
McLaren worth up to £20
million per season, but
Yodafone’s decision to
leave Ferrari for McLaren
scuppered the deal.

Reigning World Series by
Renault champion Kubica
has been picked less than
a month after having his
first F1 test, for Renault, at
Barcelona. His times almost
matched those of regular
tester Franck Montagny.

Krakow-born Kubica, 21,
said: “The three-car ruleis a
godsend for me. I'll learn all
19 circuits and the workings
of an F1 weekend.”

BMW motorsport boss
Mario Theissen added: “We
have been very impressed
by Robert’s progress. He
has great potential.”

Kubica’s contract
contains options for
extension into 2007.

POSITION FOR AGURL

JAPANESERACER

o SakonYamamotois
favourite toland the
second SuperAguri race seat
alongside Takuma Sato, Autosport
hasleamned.

Yamamoto tested earlier
this yearforJordanandimpressed
theteamina Friday driverrole at
Suzuka. Although his Formula 1
experienceislimited, heis
rated as one of his country’s
brightest prospects.

Super Aguri MD Daniel Audetto,

whowas awaiting confirmation of

CARROLL'S CHRISTMAS COMES EARLY

the team’s re-submitted 2006
entryasAutosport closed for press,
said the desire to turn Super Aguri
intoan ‘all-Japanese’ entry had
moved Yamamoto into astrong
position. Buthe added that the
team still had concems over
runningan k1 rookie.

He said: “One ofthe attractions
isthat Yamamotowould allowusto
secure commercial agreements
with Japanese backersforthe year,
butwe have to balance that against
ourneedfora driverwith some
experience, We can'tafford tolose

many cars through accidents.”

Honda F1 third driver Anthony
Davidson could still race forSuper
Agurilaterinthe season,whenthe
teamisplanningtointroduce its
own chassistoreplace the
redeveloped Arrows A23 cars
withwhich itwill startthe year.

Audetto said: “Atthe start of
the yearitis not likelywe will be
fully competitive anditis betterfor
Anthonyto carryonwith hisrole
developingthe Honda F1 car.
Butthat may change whenwe
have ournew chassis.”

BAR tester and GP2 race winner Adam Carroll (pictured using fellow test driver Anthony Davidson’s
helmet) had his first winter test outing for the Honda team at Jerez in Spain on December 13-14

MICHELIN CONSIDERS COMEBACK

MICHELINWOULD retumn to
Formula 1 “without hesitation” if
the transparency ofthe sport’s rule-
making processwasimproved.

NickShorrock, the company's
F1 boss, said that Michelin’s
decision towithdrawfrom F1 at
the end of 2006 was only taken
aftera great deal of soul-searching
“atthe highestlevel”,

But he added: “Onlyidiotsdon't
change theirmind. The teams
themselvesare working hard to get

greaterclarity and transparency in
the rule-making process. Ifthatis
achieved then Michelin

would undoubtedly £

considerareturn,”
Michelin’swithdrawal
had beenwidely expected
afterthe FIAannounced that
F1would have asingle tyre
supplierfrom 2008.
Shorrocksaid: “The
decisionwas based on
profound differences of opinion

overwhatwewanted tosee
promotedin F1—namely
- competition between

) tyre manufacturers,

andteamsbeing

ableto choose their

tyresupplier.”
Ongoingill-feeling

between Michelinand

. the FlAoverthisyear's
Shorrock Indy-gate’ debacle has
also beenafactorinthe
tyre company'swithdrawal.

The FlAdeclared itselfhappy
with Michelin’s decisionto quitF1.
Aspokesmansaid: “Everyonein F1
will be most grateful to Michelin for
the efforts they have made and for
theircourtesyin giving the
necessaryfull year's notice. The
competing teams have repeatedly
and unanimously requested the FIA
impose asingle tyresupplier.

“Thishasbeenagreedfor 2008,
butMichelin’sannouncement
makesitprobablefor’07.”

JEREZ TESTING TIMES (DECEMBER13-17)

POS DRIVER CAR ENGINE TYRE MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

1 FranckMontagny  RenaultR25 RenaultV10r M Im18.804s 1m16.953s 1m18.322s - Tm31.288s
2 MichaelSchumacher FerrariF2004M  FerrariV8 B Im18.953s — 1m18.582s - —

3 FernandoAlonso  RenaultR25 RenaultVilr M - —~ 1m18.739s — -

4 NicoRosberg Williams FW25C  Cosworth V8 By = 1m20.597s  1m18.894s — =

5>  AnthonyDavidson Honda(/8 Honda V8 M 1m20133s 1Tm19.877s 1m18.953s - -

6 FelipeMassa FerrariF2004M  FerariV8 B 1m19.264s 1m19.060s - Tm19.070s -

! HeikkiKovalainen  RenaultR25 RenaultC10r M Tm19.626s 1m19.100s — - -

8 NarainKarthikeyan WilliamsFW25C  CosworthV8 B 1m19.171s - 1m20.871s - -

9 RicardoZonta ToyotaTF106  ToyotaV8 B 1m19.521s Tm20.035s - Tm20.067s

10 Jenson Button Honda 078 Honda V8 M - — 1m19.651s — Tm31.288s
11 MarkWebber WiliamsFW25C  CosworthV8 B 1m20.105s  1m21.453s - = =

12 JuanPabloMontoya MclarenMP4-20B MercedesV8 M 1m20216s 1m20.168s - - —

13 Adam Carroll Honda 078 Honda V8 M Tm21555 1m20.170s - - -

14 GaryPaffett MclarenMP4-20B MercedesV8 M — - - 1m20.226s —

15 PedrodelaRosa McLarenMP4-208 MercedesV8 M 1m20.885s 1m20.492s - 1m20.318s —

16 NickHeidfeld BMWSauberC248 BMWV3 M 1m20.325s Tm20.700s - 1m20.794s -

17  Olivier Panis Toyota TF106 Toyota V8 B 1m21.678s 1m20.342s - = -

18 FranckPerera ToyotaTF106  ToyotaV8 B 1Tm215565s — ~ 1m21.337s -

KEY: r—restricted V10 (pseudoV8); M—Michelin; B—Bridgestone. Fastest lap during testing for each driverin bold.

PIT AND PADDOCK

McLAREN COURT ACTION

McLarenistakingitsformerlawyertoaHigh Court
trial next month over moneyitexpectedto receive from
thesale of Formula 1’s commercial rights-holding
company. Afteramooted £2 billion float was
abandoned, Bernie Ecclestone’s family trust sold for
morethan£1.15bn, but McLarendid notreceive any
cash.Theteam claimsthatitsformerlawyers, Baker &
Mckenzie, acted negligentlyin negotiatingand
preparing the contractswhich promisedthe share.

The caseis scheduled tu hegln onJanuary 16.

R\\\ -

_r._.".-;;.ﬁ..-

NOSTR ROLE FOR BRUNNER

Squadra Toro Rosso has ruled out signing refugee Toyota
chiefdesigner Gustav Brunner (above). Brunner, 55, was
technical directoratthe Faenza-based teamin its Minardi guise
before joining Toyotain 2001. Asource at STR said: “Gustav has
neverbeeninourplansand we have nointention whatsoever
tobring himinto Toro Rosso oreven Red Bull Racing. We are
satisfied with the teamwe have in Faenza.” Brunnerwas
released afterareorganisation of Toyota’s technical
department made hisjob surplusto requirements,

HOLZER WINS BMW TEST

Marco Holzerwill test forthe new BMW-Sauber
teamaspart of his prize forwinning the Formula BMW
WorldFinal lastweekend. The 17-year-old Germanwas
asurprisewinnerin Bahrain afterfinishing alowly 13th
inthe German FBMW championshipin 2005.

TOMBAZISSTILL AT McLAREN

McLaren head of aerodynamics Nicholas Tombazis
hasnot leftthe team, despite speculationthat he isaboutto
returnto formeremployer Ferrari. Team COO Martin Whitmarsh
said: “Nicholasis here and at the moment he is staying here.
When an organisationis successful the marketvalue of its
peopleincreases, and that'swhat has happenedwith some of
ourengineers.Some of ourstaffhave had offers to double or
treble theirsalaries.”

KARTHIKEYAN ONHOLD

Williams hasstill todecide onits third driverfor
2006, despite Narain Karthikeyan setting impressive
testtimesfortheteamlastweek (below). Karthikeyan
hasbeenstrongly tipped for the drive, but Frank
Williamsis “keeping his optionsopen” according to
sources. Autosport understands AlexWurz, now out
of McLaren contract, may be approached by Williams.

KEITHDUCKWORTH 1933-2005
Cosworth co-founder Keith Duckworth has died at the
age of 72. Duckworth designed the classic DFV 3-litre F1 engine
thatwon 135 grands prixinvarious guises between 1967 and
83, Full obituary, page 25.
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ROOKIES TRYING TO MAKE THEIR MARK

Giorgio Pantano (main pic) hustles his PKV Racing Champ Car around Sebring in his efforts T

BOYDSLAT
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EXPERT VIEW
SOMICHAEL Andrettihas
decided toreplace Dan
Wheldonwith 18-year-old son
Marco.Some sayit’s to save
money, othersfeelit'saployto
attract sponsorship, but most
areinagreementit’savery
risky decision given young
Andretti’s level of experience.
Ahandful of IPSstarts, a
season of Star Mazdaand a
couple years of Skip Barber Pro
Seriesis hardly preparationfor
goingside-by-sideat210mph,
Thelogicescapes Mario
Andretti, whowasveryvocal
aboutmovinghisgrandson to
Europe tofurtherhisracing
education. Poor Marcois caught
inthe middle—hewantsto
please bothdad and grandpa.
Obviously, Michael didn’t
lea anything by watching
anotherfamousUSracing
family’s mistake. Anthony Foyt
IVhad no businessinan Indy
carwith his limited seattime
and everybody knewitbutA).
Marco hasabetterchance
because he’s got more
experience,amuch better
teamand support group. But
he'll still be inthe deep end of
the poolwithoutalifeguard.

vﬁ ROBIN
MILLER

ONEOFthe most famous names
inIndianapolis racing history will
take on the challenge of next
year's Indy 500 when Michael
Andretticomes out of retirement at the age
of43tojoin 18-year-old son Marcoin
America’s greatest single-seater race.

Michael, who co-owns the Andretti Green
Racing team, will return to racing for the first
time since the 2003 Indy 500 for a
one-off outing, while Marco will
runa full IRL IndyCar season,
effectively replacing reigning
championand Indy S00winner
DanWheldon, who has moved to
Chip Ganassi Racing for 2006. i

The move meansthat AGR
will run five cars at Indy.

Michael said of the deal: "I'm really
looking forward to returning to Indy and
'm excited about the chancel'llhave to
runwith Marco. As adriver, he has
developed much quickerthan | think
anybody expected and thatis whatreally
made this possible.

“Ithink I'll have asgood ashotas've ever
had towin the Indianapolis 500 and | think
|can also be a big help to Marco as he gets
ready to make his first 500 start.”

He will drive a Jim Beam/Vonage-
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Marco Andretti

to nail a full-time seat in America next year. Also taking part in the pre-Christmas run were
British F3 race winner Dan Clarke (top left) and Atlantic star Katherine Legge (right) '

ANDRETTI NAME
RETURNS TO INDY

AGR FORCED TO

sponsored Dallara-Honda, while his son will
take overthe Arcakx package run by Dario
Franchittiin recent years, asheis too young
torepresentan alcohol brand.

Marco said: "Obviously, I'm excited about
having the opportunity to drive for Andretti
Green Racing. Over the past couple of years,
I've had the opportunity to spend time in
the paddock with the Arcabx team, as well
as my three team-mates, so that
isa plus.

“IknowthatIhave alot of work
ahead of me and a pretty steep
learning curve, but |l also know that
~+ |haveoneofthebestteamsin
motorsport working with me.”

The team has also confirmed
that Franchitti has re-signed, and
will take hisregular number 27 to the Klein
Tools/)im Beam-backed car that Wheldon
drove in 2005.

“I'mvery excited to be driving the car that
haswon the IndyCar Series championship,”
the Scot said. "I'm looking forward to
working with my new and old team-mates,
challenging them for the championship.”

Bryan Herta has also renewed his
contract for 2006, while Tony Kanaan is
on along-term deal with the Indianapolis-
based team.

ANDRETTIS TEAMUP FOR INDY 500 ATTACK > CHAMP CAR SEATS UP FC

CUT HONDA PERKS

IRLINDYCAR Series ‘superteam’
Andretti Green Racing has
lostits exclusive chassis
development deal with engine
supplier Hondawithimmediate
effect, following Toyota’s
withdrawal fromnextyear’s
championship.

Honda will supply the entire
IRLfieldin 2006 soitssingle-
supplierstatus has negated
AGR’s ‘factory’ deal. Andretti
Green, which haswon the past
two IRL titleswith Tony Kanaan
and Dan Wheldon, isbelieved to
have received substantial
funding forchassis
developmentand windtunnel
work, aswell asfree engines,
sinceitscreationin2003.

Honda’s Robert Clarke said:
“The chassisdevelopment
programme thatwe had through
AGR hasbeenterminated. Every
teamwill get exactlythe same

productand support and
service fromHonda. We can
guaranteethat.”

Toallowfortheincreased
demand, Hondawill service
enginesfromits HPD and
limorfacilities. The IRLwill
selectenginesatrandomfrom
the “‘pool” and supply them to
the teams.

Clarke added: “There’s
nochance of any impartial
treatment. Actual delivery
will bethrough Honda, but
theselection ofthe engine,
based on a serial number,
willbethroughthelRL.”

Hondahaspledgedto
reducethe costofitsengine
leasesinthe nexttwoyears:
“Ourtarget,and | thinkwe’libe
abletogetclose,is$1.3million
[£738,000]in’06 and under
$1million [£568,000]in°07,”
said Clarke.
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YOUNG GUNS STAKE
CLAIM TO PKV SEAT

FORMER GANASSI
Racing IRL drivers Ryan
Briscoe and Giorgio

Pantano, alongwith Scotsman Ryan
Dalziel, staked their claim to a seat
with Champ CarWorld Series squad
PKV Racing in testing at Sebring

course races, said: “l think | did
enough and showedwhat| can do,
notjustinterms of speed butin
fixing the problems with the car. It
wasa good test.|hope to be there
nextseason andwe should know
moreinthe next couple ofweeks.

before Christmas. Allmyfocusisonracing
Although Bruno _‘,h-ﬂ\ inthe US.Ithink that PKV
Junqueira set the fastest ¢ ' isthebestoptionforme
time during the three q e tobedoingthat.”
days oftestingfor -§ —~ Briscoe said: “Itwas
Newman/Haas, Pantano it areally goodtest, and
matchedhistimeonthe | knowa few driversare
final day and Briscoe — Briscos tryingforaseatwith

who broke both
collarbonesinafierycrash at
Chicago afewmonths ago—was
Justatenthofasecond slower.
Pantano, whoracedin GP2 this
yearand contested two IRL road

PKV. I know|'m getting
afairshotand|thinkthingsare
looking good.”

Dalziel alsotested for PKY, and

topped the times onthe second day

of running at the Florida track.

PKV engineerSteve Krisiloff said:

“Allthree ofthemwere good, they
reallywere. Dalziel didn’t gettorun
the third daywhen there was more
rubberonthe track so that makes
adifference.”

Cristiano da Matta, whowon at
Portland forthe team this year,
seems certain not toreturnfor
2006, while immyVasserhas yet
to make up his mind aboutwhether
ornothewill retire.

“Thereare acouple more guys
Kevin [Kalkhoven, PKV's owner]
wantsustolookat sowe’ll probably
have anothertestinmid-January,”
saidJim McGee, PKV'sveteranteam
manager. “We're aworkin progress
and need towin more races next
yearbutthere’s nosense in making
anyrushed decisions.”

PANTHER DEAL UNRESOLVED

VETERANUSteam owner Pat
Patrickhasdecided against
purchasing two-time IRL
championteam Panther
Racing, buthasn’truled
outtryingtofieldacarforthe
Indianapolis 500 nextyear.
“ldecided notto proceed

with it becausewe just got
startedtoo late,” said Patrick.
“It’'sashame because we had
fundingavailable and it was
[with] excellent people and
excellentequipment.”
Pantherisauctioning off
many ofits assets next month,

GOOD FORANOTHER 27 YEARS?
One ofthe toughest tracks on the NASCAR calendar, the fearsome

2.66-mile TalladegaSuperspeedwayistobe resurfaced forthe
firsttimesince 1979 following next April’s Nextel Cup race

including four Dallararace cars.
Earlierthismonth, itsoldits
two-time championship-
winning chassis on eBay.

Despite this, however, team
co-ownerJohnBarnesinsists
that Pantherisworkingona
2006 IRLprogramme.

VISO'S ISPORT MOVE

ISPORTINTERNATIONAL has
signed up Emesto Visoto lead its
GP2 challengein 2006.

The 20-year-oldVenezuelan
ended 2005 strongly, with second
place inthe finale in Bahrain his best
resultofthe year, andiSport boss
Paul Jackson believes he can make
the breakthrough into the winners’
circle nextyear.

“He'sbeeninterestedinjoining
usforawhile,” he said. “ thinkwe
started to see atthe end of the
seasonwhat heis capable of. We
gave himatestjustto see howhe
fittedinwith the team.

“ltwould have beennice to
judge himon adry session, but that
didn’thappen.!'dlike to think that f
we can get another driver of similar
quality nextto him,we’llbeina
strong position next season.”

Viso,whaoraced for BCN
Competicionin 2005, added: “1
know Paul, and | knowwe will get on
verywell. Iwill be puttingin 100 per
centeffortonand offthe track and
| knowthe teamwill do the same.”

Alvaro Parente and Clivio
Piccione head the list of
candidatesto partnerViso, but
nodeal hasyet beenstruck,

Andreas Zuberwill definitely
be onthe 2006 GP2 grid. Nico
Rosberg's former Formula 3 team-
mate hassigned up with series
newcomers Trident Racing, where
he will partner Gianmaria Bruni.

Teamboss Mauricio Salvadori
said: “We think Andreas is atalented
and fast driver. Ontop of this he
perfectly shares ourteam spirit and
we are sure we will reach excellent
resultstogether.”
@ CamposRacingis “95 percent”
certain that Adrian Valles will join
FelixPorteiroin 2006, according
toteam boss Adrian Campos.

LLOYD AIMS
TOCROSS
ATLANTIC

FORMER McLAREN Autosport
BRDC award winner Alex Lioyd
has set his sights on the
revamped Champ Car Atlantic
series nextyear.

The 20-year-old completed
atwo-daytestwith the Jensen
Motorsport team at the
Savannah circuitin Georgia
before Christmas and sees
America as his best chance of
affording to complete afirst full
season sincefinishing second
inFormula Renault UKin 2003,

Lloyd, who hasraced
sporadicallyin Italian-based
Formula 3000 categories for
the pasttwoyears, said: “'ve
beenwanting to come outto
Americaforthe pastyear.
Atlanticisgoingtobealot
more competitive nextyear,
andthereisaclearopportunity
tomove into Champ Cars.
That'swhere Iwanttobe.”

Lloydwill continue in his
roleasAl Team Great Britain's
second driver, although s
unlikelyto claim Robbie Kerr's
race seatinthe nearfuture.

British F3 racer Tim
Bridgman also testedfor
Jensen before Christmas.

MENUON
VERGE OF
CLOSURE

BRITISH FORMULA 3 outfit
Menu Motorsportisfacing
closureifitprovesunable
tofind afunded driverin
the coming weeks.

Autosport understands
thattheteam,whichran
Stephen]Jelleyin 2005, has
informedits stafftheyare
freetoseekalternative
employment.

However, Menu boss
Mike Bakersays heisstill
talkingtodriversinan
attempttoensurethe
team continues.

Bakersaid: “There s still
acarsittingintheworkshop
and one call can change
everything. The hopeis still
thatwe can bethere next
April. We've had a pooryear,
andfinding adriverwhaois
goingto believein uswill
be hard.”

Theteamwaskeenon
running National Class
graduate Ben Clucas, but he
hasproved unabletoraise
therequired funding.

Clucassaid: “Iratethe
teamvery highly, but, as
alwaysinthisgame,it’sa
caseoftryingtogetthe
moneytogether.”

PIT AND PADDOCK

JUNQUEIRA'SNOQUITTER

Champ Carstar Bruno Junqueira claims he never
considered quitting the sport during his six-month
rehabilitation from his appalling crash in the Indianapolis 500
lastMay. Junqueira, who setthe pace on hisreturn to Champ
Cartesting atSebring priorto Christmas, said: “Thisiswhat |
love to doand thisiswhere | belong. | had some pain butwhat
really hurtwas sitting and watching everybody else getto race
allsummer.” The 27-year-old Brazilian has a pair of eight-inch
rodsinhis back and several screws.

ATLANTICSTARSSTEPUP

Toyota Atlanticfrontrunners Charles Zwolsman
and Tonis Kasemets tested for Conquest Racing’s
Champ Carteam before Christmasat Sebring.
Kasemets’ running waslimited whenthe Estonian spun
intothewallinthe opening hour of his test. Zwolsman
Iapped;uslundera second uﬁBrunnJunquerra space.

0 GIAFFONE JOINS FOYT SQUAD

IRLIndyCarrace winner Felipe Giaffone will return to
the series nextyear driving for A| Foyt’s team. Giaffone drove
forFoytinthisyear'sIndy 500, finishing 15th and replacesAl’s
grandson Anthony IV, who will race in NASCAR instead.

JONES JOINS
TASMAN TEAM

Tasman Motorsporthas

signed Andrew Jones (right) to
replace Jamie Whincup forthe
2006 AustralianV8 Supercar
Series.Jones, dumped by
Garry Rogers Motorsport after
Bathurstthisyear,beat Nathan
Prettyand Luke Youldentothe
drive aftera test at Wintﬂn

PERKINS SWAPS LUBRICANT

After losing Castrol as his title sponsor, Aussie V8
legend Larry Perkins has signed Jack Daniel’s whiskey to
back histwo-car Holden team for 2006. The three-year deal,
forthe cars of Steven Richards and Paul Dumbrell, is the first
tlmeasplrltd|5tt|lerhasspﬂn5ﬂred ateamm the serles

OZAISTARFORDJR V8 TEAM

A1Team Australiadriver Will Davisonwill
replace GlennSetoninone of Dick Johnson Racing’s
Ford Falconsin2006. Davison will drive for Australia
inthe Sentul and Durban A1 Grand Prix events before
focu smg on his V8 Su percar cummltments

HOLZER KEEPS OPEL FAITH

Team Holzerhas tested the new generation of Opel
Formula 3 engine in Spain before Christmas, in the hands of
ThomasHolzerand Tim Sandtler, and has pledged to runtwo
Dallara F306 carsinnextyear’s Euroseries, Itis planning further
testrunswith newdriversin January, and will use the facilities
atthe Opel Performance Centre in Bobingen, Germany, to test
the torsional rigidity of its carin the meantime.

HBR PLANS FOUR-CAR SQUAD

Austrianoutfit HBR Motorsport plansto runfour
carsinnextyear’s Formula 3 Euroseries, running two
Dallara-Opelsinthe Euroseries Trophy classforunder
22-year-olds. Itwillfield a brace of Dallara-Mercedesin
thetop class, with Alejandro Nuiiezlikelyto continue
withtheteam.Team manager Siggi Miiller said: “We
think he’sgot more potential.”

COURAGE SHOWS NEW DESIGN

Courage Compétition has offered a preview ofits new
LC75LMP2 contender, which is expected to runforthefirst time
earlyinthe newyear. The LCnomenclature standsfor Lilian
Courage, teamfounderYves wife, who died twoyears ago.
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Audi’s three-year commitment to the DTM
has helped safeguard the future of the series |

B

EXPERT VIEW
UNTIL16.30 on Thursday,
December 15, there wasn't
goingtobeaDTM nextyear.
Germany’s governing body,
the DMSB, required two
manufacturersand 16 carsto
givethe greenlight. It had
Mercedesand 10 cars.

With hopesfading before
the deadline, Audi came
through—the DTMwas saved.
Notonlythat, it committed
untilthe end of 2008, pledged
10 cars, commended the 2007
techrulesand even had a dig at
the WTCC'sviewing figuresin
itsannouncement. Talkabout
coming outfighting!

Allwe need nowistofind
amore descriptive name
outside of Germany—"DTMV8
Supercars' would do—and
build the same sort of
international profile ithasso
carefully crafted athome.

The dooriswide openfor
newmanufacturerstotake on
these German giants at their
own gamein 2007, now more
thanever.

Audiand Merc have
committed muchtothisfield
ofdreams—the questionis,
will they’ come?

\BRADLEY

AUDI'SDECISION to
pledge athree-year
commitmenttothe DTM
has secured the immediate
future of the German-based pan-
European touring car series—and it
now believes that revised technical
rules will attract new manufacturers
beyond next year.
The manufacturer
confirmed its participation to m
Germany'smotorsportbody, | i
the DMSB, before a self-

imposed deadline following the FE% 2

launch ofits R10 sportscar.
Audi’s head of motorsport,
Wolfgang Ullrich, said: "With us
and Mercedes committing to
DTMon a long-term basis, it gives the
series security for allinterested parties
and other manufacturers.”
Opel'swithdrawal, and subsequent
barring of private teams from using its
cars, had thrown the championship
into turmoil, but Audi’s commitment
has given much-needed stability.
Audiboard chairman Martin
Winterkorn said: “Togetherwith
Mercedes-Benz, we are going to
continue towork on strengthening the
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Ullrich

... DTM SAVED BY
AUDI DECISION

DTM’s role as the most attractive racing

series outside of Formula 1. With a long-

termcommitmentto DTM, whichis
planned for at least three years, we are
adding our partto that.”

DTM chief Hans Werner Aufrecht
said: "Audi's scheduled long-term
involvementand the planned
regulations for 2007, making it
even cheapertoentercars,
represent a positive signal for
othermanufacturersthatare
thinking about joining DTM.”

Revisionstothe DTM's
technical rulesin 2007,
whichwillmandate more
common components, were
keyto Audi's continued long-
term commitment.

The DMSB's technical expert
Christian Schacht said of the new
rules: “Every area where high-level
engineering is not really required will be
considered [for common components]
like the safety cell, fuel cell or even the
general layout of the rolicage. The cars
will continue to be just as spectacular,
but theywill costlessin placeswhere
nobody can have any advantage.”

For 2006, Audi has already begun

a major development phase with its
current ‘R12’ chassis. Many areas have
been frozen for this year, but some
aerodynamic and suspension revisions
are allowed, and a new generation of its
V8 engine has been benchtesting on
the dyno since October.

No decisions have yet been made
about Audi's teams or drivers, but Abt
Sportslineisexpectedtorun atleast
four new cars, with Team Rosberg and
Team Phoenix also linked to entries.

PROVISIONAL

DTMCALENDAR

April9 Hockenheim (D)
April 16 Lausitz(D)
April 30 Spa-Francorchamps (B)
May21 Oschersleben(D)
June4 Istanbul (TR) or Mugello (1)
July2 BrandsHatch(GB)
July23 Norisring (D)
August20 Niirburgring (D)
September3 Zandvoort (NL)
September24 Barcelona(E)
October15 LeMans(F)
October29 Hockenheim (D)

AUDI COMMITS TO DTM UNTIL 2008 > R10 ‘CAN WIN LE MANS' ON DEB

BRANDS
CONFIRMS
INDY DATE

BRANDSHATCH’S 1.2-mile
Indy Circuitwill nextyear
hostthefirstDTMracetobe
runinthe UKsince 2003.

The dealwas confirmed
forthe German-based
touring carsjust before
Christmasandtherace
willtake placeatthe Kent
venueon July2,2006.
Donington Parkhad
previously hosted DTM
eventsin2002 and’03.

Formergrand prixracer
Jonathan Palmer, chief
executive of Brands owner
MotorSportVision, visited
the Zandvoort DTM round
thisyear,

He said: “Iwas extremely
impressed with the quality
ofthecarsandthe show. |
knewthatwe really must
havethese awesome carsat
Brands Hatch.”

The DTM will not confirm
itscalendaruntil next
month, asnegotiationsare
ongoingaboutreplacing
Istanbul with around at
Mugelloin ItalyinJune.
Barcelonaand Le Mansare

the othernewvenues.

Q&A

JONATHAN
PALMER

M Howdoyoufeelaboutadding
aDTMdate toyourA1 Grand Prix
andWTCCeventsnextyear?
“I'mabsolutelythrilled. | went
acrosstoZandvoortand met [DTM
chief] MrAufrecht and the board
membersforinitial discussions. The
set-upis mightyimpressive and |
hadn't realised how sophisticated
the carsactuallyare. Theyare
anotherscale up onany other
touring car.”

B Why the Indy circuit?
“Ithinkit's goingto be great. It's
goingtobeanall-actionarenathat
will reflect the nature ofthe DTM.
I'mreally pleased they chose the
Indy circuit, because the WTCCis on
the Grand Prix circuitand theywill
both have adifferentappeal.”

M Qualifyingwill be held on
aWorld Cup quarterfinal day.
Whatif England or Germany are
playingonthat day?

“We’ll justhave to showitonthe big
screen, won'twe?”



» VASSER IN DAYTONA COMEBACK >

AUDI AIMS FOR 2006
GLORY WITH NEW R10

SAAHL-DEAAH

AUDIBELIEVESits new
diesel-powered R10
prototype canwinthe

Le Mans 24 Hoursfirsttime out.

Marque motorsport boss
Wolfgang Ullrich said: “Ouraim s
tohave acarthatisatalevel of
competitivenesswhereitisable to
winin 2006]. We wouldn't try if we
didn’tthink itwas attainable. We are
goingflatoutforthat.”

Ullrich said a better picture of
the R10’s potential would emerge
inthe runuptoitsrace debutinthe
Sebring 12 Hours on March 18.

“We need nowto runthe carand
with thatwe will learn where we
have to makeimprovements,” he
explained. "Afterthatwe will do
some endurance runs, like we did
withthe R8.”

Ullrich believesthe R10's new

3.5-litre V12 turbo-diesel engine
couldbereliable over24 hours.
“Itlooks convincing onthe
engine dyno, butitis one thingto
be reliable on the dyno and quite
anotheronthe track. The real
stresses of racing are notsomething
you canreproduce on the dyno.”
Full detailsofthe R10’s

programme were notrevealed at ts
launch earlier this month. Audi
expectsto runtwocarsatboth
Sebring and Le Mans, the only
confirmedappearancesforthe car,
and maintains thatits plansforthe
American Le Mans Series are not
fixed. The only driver confirmed for
the R10 sofaris Tom Kristensen.

Veteran Audi ace Emanuele Pirro continued the new
R10's major test programme hefore Christmas

CRAWFORD'S ACES TEAM UP

THEWORKS Crawford squad
isputtingitstop two drivers
togetherinone carforits 2006
Grand-Am assault.
AndyWallace and Butch
Leitzinger, bothrace winners
thisyear, will sharethesolo
Pontiac-powered DP03 that

Crawfordwillruninthefull
15-round series.

NASCAR superstarTony
Stewartwilljointhe Anglo-
American pairing for next
month’sseriesopener, the
Daytona 24 Hours.

Team boss Max Crawford
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said: “We’re down to one car
forthe comingseason,as 2005
showed usthatyouneedtwo
very strong driversifyouwant
ashotatthe championship. It
wasobvious to put Andyand
Butchtogether. Ithinkwe can
haveagoodseason.”

TOYOTA'S NEW SUPER GT CHALLENGER BREAKS COVER

The replacement for the Toyota Supra GT500 has begun testing ahead of its debut in next year’s Super
GT Series. The new V8-powered contender follows the silhouette of the Lexus SC430 sports car

FORMER CHAMP Cartitle winner
Jimmy Vasserisreturningtothe
Daytona 24 Hours afteran absence
of sixyears.

Vasser,whose previous Daytona
startcamein 1999, haslandeda
drive with the Blackhawk Racing
teamin the Grand American
SportscarSeries opener on January
28-29.The 1996 Champ Carwinner
will share the team’s Riley-Pontiac
MKXI Daytona Prototype with Alex
Gurney, son of USracinglegend
Dan, anothersecond-generation
driver, ToyotaAtlanticfrontrunner

VASSER FOR DAYTONA

RockyMoran]r,and car owner
Bob Stallings.

Vassersaid: “lam proudtobe
part of anall-American line-up with
talented young drivers like Alexand
Rocky. Itwill be exciting to race with
themand Bob as well, who proved
thathe’s gotwhatittakesin his
rookie year last season.

“lam excitedthat the team
invited me to be partofthisand I'm
reallylooking forward to gettingin
the car.| can’tthink ofa betterway
tokick off2006.

“Blackhawk has puttogethera

fantasticeffortand achievedalot as
ateamlastyear,and|am confident
thatwe have got as good ashotat
victoryasanyone.”

Stallings, whowill contest the
full Grand-Am season sharingwith
Gurney, said: “I'mthrilled that we've
beenabletoassemble agreat
group of talented drivers.”

The Blackhawk deal reunites
the Gurneyand Moran names at
Daytona. Rocky MoranSrwonthe
1993 24 Hourssharing one of Dan
Gurney's Eagle-Toyota Mk3swith
P]Jonesand Mark Dismore.

WWW.AUTOSPORT.COM

HUISMANS
PAIRWITH
FRISSELLES

PATRICKAND Duncan
Huisman could teamup in next
month’s Daytona24 Hours
withanotherset of brothers.

Four-time Porsche
Supercup champion Patrick
haslandeda drive forthe
Grand-Am openerwith the
Synergyteamand has
suggestedyoungerbrother
Duncan asafourth driver.

The elderHuismanis joining
the Frisselle brothers, Brian
and Burt, whowill drive
Synergy’s Doran-Porsche
Daytona Prototype overthe
full season.

Patrick, who tried the Doran
at Homestead earlierthis
month, said: “I've putforward
Duncan’s name. He's driven for
the team before, so | hopeit
canhappen.”

Daytonawill be Patrick
Huisman’ssecond race start
ina Daytona Prototype.He
drove a Picchio-BMWfor
Synergy, then known as G&W,
atVirginiain2003.

“The carwasfalling apart, it
wasa bit of adisaster,” he said.
“The organisation has changed
alotsincethenandthe Doran-
Porscheisagood package.”

DYSONGETS
BRITISH
STARDUO

BRITISHSPORTSCAR stars
Oliver Gavinand Guy Smith
are teaming up fornext
month’s Daytona 24 Hours.

Gavinand Smithwill race
aworks-run Crawford-
Pontiac DP03 entered
underthe Dyson Racing
bannerinthe Grand-Am
openeron January28-29
togetherwithteambosses
Roband Chris Dyson.The
dealmarksareturnto
Dysonforthe two Britons.

American Le Mans Series
GT1champion Gavin, who
raced aRiley &Scottfor
DysonatDaytonain2002,
said: “I've keptincontact
withthe Dysonssince then
andtheyareafunteamto
bearound, sol’'mhappyto
be going back.

“We have apotential
winning line-up. Guyisa
provenwinner atthislevel.
Chris hasreallycomeonasa
sportscardriverinthe past
yearand Rob hasalot of
experience at Daytona.”

Smith, whodidtwo ALMS
racesinone of Dyson’s
Lola-AERs thisyear, said:
“The Crawford seemstobe
therightcarfor Daytona.”

PIT AND PADDOCK
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IT'S THE JAPANESE MASERATI
Maserati handed overthe MC12 that Team Goh will
raceinthe Japanese-based Super GT Series nextyear at Adria
inItaly earlier this month. Factory driver Andrea Bertolini and
Goh’s Seiji Ara drove the MC12 (above), which ran on
Bridgestone tyres. The carranin long-nose 2004
specification, which should be allowed under Super GT rules.

BARBOSA'S NEW BRUMOS

Portuguese sportscarregularjoao Barbosahas
joined the Brumos FABCAR-Porsche line-upforthe
Daytona 24 Hours Grand-Am openernextmonth. The
Rollcentre Racing Le Mans Endurance Series regular
will share the team’s second carwith Hurley Haywood,
JCFrance and NASCAR Modified driver Ted Christopher

DAYTON BUYS DYSONMG

The second ofthe ex-Dyson Racing Lola-AERB01/60s
will be raced in nextyear's American Le Mans Series by Duncan
Dayton. The carwill be run by Dayton’s Highcroft Racing team
forthe seriesregularand anunspecified team-mate. Sportscar
veteran Rick Knoop will join the teamforSebringin March.

TRACY SETS SIGHTS ONBUSCH

Champ Carstar Paul Tracy has outlined further
plansforhistransitionto NASCAR nextyear. Tracy took
partinathree-day ARCARE/MAX Seriestestsession at
Daytona before Christmas, and he could drivein as
manyas 11 raceswiththe Biagi Bros Buschteamin 2006.

O’BRIEN LINES UPWTCC DEAL

Irishman Emmet O'Brien, who racedin lastyear’s Alfa
147 Challenge, testedfor the Weichers-Sport BMWWTCC
squad priorto Christmas and has admitted heisin
negotiationswith thisyear'sIndependents’ title winner.
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INTERNATIONAL

> THERACINGCARSHOW

12-15 JANUARY 2006 NEC, BIRMINGHAM
British Touring Car Champion Matt Neal will be at Autosport
International throughout the show. Aswell asappearing on the
Autosport Stage, hewill be on the Rimstock stand on Thursday and
Friday alongside fellow Team Dynamics driver Gareth Howell.

The new-for-2006 Porsche Carrera Cup one-make 997 will be
ondisplay atthe show. Eighteen of the new carshave been
sold forthe BTCC-supporting championship.

The ever-spectacular Terry Grantwill performin the Live Action Arena,
andwill tryfora newworld record of four cars performing donuts
simultaneously. He also promises a spectacularfinale...

The 200mph Supercar Paddockwill feature six of Europe’s
most remarkable sportscars. The Ford GT, BMWM6, Mercedes
SL55AMG, AscariKZ1, Bentley Continental Flying Spurand the
centrepiece—the 217mph Ferrari Enzo—willmake up the
spectaculardisplay.

Newforthe 2006 showis an exclusive paddock pass priced at £31.
Thisspecial pass gives holdersaccess to the new paddock area being
constructed backstage inthe Live Action Arena.

Toavoidthe queuesat Autosport International book online at
www.autosport-international.com or callthe hotline on 0870
3802244.Ticketsare£25foradultsand £17.50for children.
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RALLY NEWS JEDITED BY DAVID EVANS 2 TEAM FIGHTS ON AS WRC PROGRAMME IS SUSEN____ED

M Afteryoufinishedsecondin
Australiathingslooked good...
“Yes.lwas quite happywith the
resultwe gotonthatrallyandfrom
the UAEwith the Dakarteam. |
thought things were good, so lwas
surprisedwhen Ifound outwhat the
decisionwas.”

B Whatdoesthismeanforthe
Dakarprogramme?

“The executive decisionisthatwe
wantto consolidate ourmotorsport
activities from two into one. We will
notdo WRC nextyear, butwe will
carryonwith Dakar.”

M Did the executive group
thinkitgotvalue formoney?
“I'mnotsure. We spentthe money
andwe got the retum from
spending that money.Some people
didn'tunderstand completely, they
could see somethingin return but
notalways completely clearly.”

M Areyou confident of coming
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backtothe WRCin2008?
“That'swhatI'mworking on right
now, butfirstwe have to put
togethera privateer programme
fornext season.

WWW.McKLEIN.DE

MITSUBISHIPULLS THEPLUGONWRC

The Japanesefirm hasfollowed Skoda’s example by announcing that it will not
runsworks carsinnextyear'sWRC, leaving the number of official manufacturer
entries atjusttwo. However, therallyteamisalready planning areturnin 2008

M1/M2 EXPLAINED

OUTSIDETHE two official
teams (Ford and Subaru),
only one driverwill contest
all16 rounds of nextyear’s
World Rally Championship:

Manufacturer One competitor.
The Manufacturer Twoteams
include Ford Stobart, Peugeot
OMV and Skoda Red Bull.
Eachofthese teamsmust

fieldacaronatleast 10 events.
Theydon’thave tousethe
same driver, buttheirdrivers
must be nominated five weeks
inadvance.

M2 driverswho have made
thetopsixinthe WRC since
2001 willhavetodrivea

_ passivecar, inthesame
N specificationasthe
factorycars.

' Nextyear’s
manufacturers’
titlecanbe
won by either
M1orM2

teams.

Sébastien Loebin hisKronos-
run Citroen XsaraWRC.
Becauseitisrunninga
complete programme aswell
astheworld champion,
Citroenislistedasa
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MITSUBISHIRALLY bosses are fighting for the
team’s survival in the World Rally Championship
with a plan to keep the firm's Rugby base open
andreturn tothe sportin 2008.

Shortly before Christmas, Mitsubishi announced it would
be suspending its WRC programme from next season.

Team principal Isao Torii admitted he was surprised by the
decision, which came following a two-day meeting at the
firm’'s Tokyo headquarters. He added, however, that his
immediate concernwastosave jobsandtheteam’'s
Warwickshire facility.

"My nextjobis to make a business plan to get Mitsubishi
backin 2008,” said Torii. "l then have to ask the executive
group to approve this revival plan. Of course, we will have to
scale down ourinvolvementin the championship, but the
important thing is to get some private programmes running
from Rugby and keep people employed.”

Torii said that he hoped to retain ltalian Gigi Galli, the
team’s proposed lead driver for 2006, in a privately-run
Lancer RSWROS.

Mitsubishi Motors Motor Sportinsiders said the decision
had come as no surprise to them, following the poor financial
performance ofthe team’s parent company. One source
said: "How can people say they are surprised when you look
at how bad thingswere inJapan?It'sincredible. We get a
couple of half-decent results and everybody thinks
everything’s going to be great. It'snot. It's just really
unfortunate thatit'scomeatatimewhentheteamisonthe
up and could have beenwinning rallies next season.”

Toriirefused to go into specifics about the budget
proposals put to the board, but there is talk of requests for
£50 million, twice what Ford and Subaru is running on next
season. Mitsubishi's decision to walk away from the world
championship comes on the back of Skoda Auto’s
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announcement that it will support two private teams rather
than running its own Fabia WRCsin 2006.

WRC Commission president Jacques Regis refused to be
downbeat about the series, despite the number of official
manufacturers falling from six to two, although Citroén has
paid the full manufacturers’ entry fee on behalf of Kronos
Racing which will run Xsara WRCs for Sébastien Loeb and
Xavier Pons.

“Whenyou understand how the term ‘manufacturer’
is defined in the WRC regulations, you will find that six
manufacturers have entered ateamin the 2006
championship,” said Regis.

Regis is referring to the difference between Manufacturer
One and Manufacturer Two entries (see left).

The sport’'scommercial boss David Richards said; “The
same three drivers who fought for the title this yearwill do so
nextyear. Are you telling me that Loeb’s Xsarais not going to

E'LL BE BACK
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CHIEFS REFUTE TALK OF CRISIS>  WWW.AUTOSPORT.COM

EXPERT VIEW

ANDTHEN there were two.
Manufacturers, thatis. That
equatestofourcarsdoing
everyround ofthe
championship. Well, five
including Loeb’s XsaraWRC...

The core questionis: does
the maninthe street know
the difference between teams
and manufacturers? No. Will
he knowthe difference
between Skoda Auto and
Red Bull Skoda? No,

Itis of concern that
manufacturers are departing
the WRC. The level of official
entriesis alwaysasolid gauge
ofaseries’ general health. But
aquick glance atthe stories
behind those departures
reveals decisionswhich... well,
let’s just say the ‘shocking’
decisionsweren't that
shocking. TheWRCisinthe
mire, butifanybody can
change thatit'sISCboss David
Richards, the man currently
limbering up for his nextscrap.

be competitive because it's run by Kronos? It will be
competitive. Kronosis doing what Prodrive does for Subaru
and M-Sport for Ford. Thisis the way ahead for car firms
competinginthe WRC. They are coming to realise that it
makes better economic sense to get a private team to run
aWRC programme. | know what I'm talking about, | did the
figures with the RED team to try and keep Skodain the sport.
“Each ofthe manufacturers who have pulled out have a
different reason: for PSA it never made sense to have both
Peugeot and Citroen in the WRC, with Mitsubishithere are
financial reasons and with Skoda it's down to alack of results
atthe highest level. We've seen this coming for some time.
Whenwe raised the number of rallies two years ago, we
should have allied that to cost-cutting regulations such as
pairing events. Now, though, thanks to the pairing of rallies,
we could bringinarally like Norway a week after Sweden and
doagreat dealtoraise the value of the championship.”

GARDEMEISTER GETS 307

Toni Gardemeister will be reunited with the Astra
team he drove forin 1998 when he takes the wheel of
a privately-run Peugeot 307 WRC in next year's world
championship. The former Ford driver has been unable
to secure a full-time berth for next season, but is
believed to be putting together an eight-round deal
with the 307. Peugeot is also represented by Team
OMYV, which will run Manfred Stohl in 12 roundsin an
307 WRC and Henning Solberg in a sister car. Britain’s
Matt Wilson will form part of a Stobart Motorsport

Ford team, while Junior WRC champion Dani Sordo is
expected to tackle selected rounds in a private Citroen.

FIESTASERIES CONFIRMED

M-Sport, the teamwhich runs Ford’s official World Rally
Championship programme, has confirmed a six-round WRC
supportseries forits Group N FiestaST. Round one will take
place onthe Catalunya Rallyin late March, with the rest of the
calendarincluding the Tour de Corse, Rally Deutschland,
Rally Italia, Rally Finland and finally Wales Rally GB. Private
competitors can buy a kit, which includes everything required
fortransformingaroad STintoarally car, for £9100 (plus VAT)
from M-Sport. There will be no minimum age limitand afixed
championship entryfee includes entries foreach round,
catering, medical support, and afixed service park slot. M-
Sportwill also provide parts support, meaning each teamcan
service its carwithout having to carry extensive spares. Further
details are available from www.fiestasportingtrophy.com

ASPHALT TESTINGISGO

Afterprolonged snowtesting in Scandinavia, the
WRC’s two manufacturerteamsheaded to the south of
France for pre-Monte Carlo Rallyasphalt runninglast
week. Heavy snowfall looked likely to cause problems
fortheteams, but warmerweathermeant theywere
abletomoveintothe Gap area of the southern Alps.
Ford drivers Marcus Gronholm (below middle) and
Mikko Hirvonenwere joined by 2005 Focus driver
Roman Kresta, who hasreturned to the teamfornext
season as official testdriver. Theyall had trouble-free
runs. Petter Solberg (bottom) and Stephane Sarrazin
alsocompleted the mileageinImprezaWRC2006s
withoutany problems. Two-time Peugeot factory
driver Nicolas Bernardi(belowtop) wasin action,
workingonthe 307 WRC. The Sospel driveris expected
totake the wheel of a Bozian Racing-run Peugeotfor his
home round of the championship.
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PARK INQUEST HEARD

THESOUTH Wales police force has
reported averdict of accidental
deathinthe September 18 Wales
Rally GB crash inwhich
co-driver Michael ‘Beef
Parkwas killed.

Park’s Peugeot driver
Markko Martin and his
manager Paul Turner
were both presentwhen
theverdictwasreturned
on the crash which
occurred after Martin
and Parkwent offtheroadinthe
Margam Park stage.

MSARALLY Elite members
Stuart)ones, Philip Morrow,
MattWilson, James Wozencroft,
Daniel Barrittand Scott Martin
haveundergone asix-month
appraisal by performance
director Robert Reid.
Reidjoined the young drivers
and co-driversat Edinburgh
Universitywhere theywere
working withasports
psychologist earlier this month.
Theythenvisited Subaru’s
World Rally Team partner
Prodrivein Banburyjust before
Christmasforachanceto meet
the team behind formerworld
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NO BLAME IN PARK DEATH > LOEB TO TEST F1>McRAE TIPS SAINZ FOR DAKAR

Martin said: “I still don’t
understandthe accident, we can't
change that. We have to take the
_~q Memorieswithus, there’s
e nothing elsewe can do.

“Theinquestwas never
& goingtochange that—ifit
was orwasn'tsomebody’s
fault, the resultwas the
same. | still don’t know
whyithappened. ltwasn't
a massive mistake.lwould
like to know exactlywhy it
happened, butit'sone ofthose
thingswe will neverknow.”

RALLY ELITE ON TEST

champion PetterSolberg.

Reid said: “It'sagood chance
forthe guystosit downwith
peoplelike David Lapworth and
Paul Howarth and listentowhat
theyhavetosay.We’'re looking
atwhereweare andwhatwe’ve
achievedinthe first sixmonths.
Thisisakey parttopreparing
the syllabusforthe next six
months. It’salso goodfor
people like David [Lapworth]
toseethemagain.

“I'mhappywithwhat I've
seenfromthe guyssofarand
we'reall looking forward to
starting the new season ahead.”

LOEB SETS SIGHTS

I:H:II.IBLE WORLD
charﬂpmn Sébastien
Loebishopingto
testaFormula 1 carnext
season, with an outing for
Ferrarilooking most likely
forthe Frenchman.
Loebhasalready
experienced high-powered
race cars, having contested
thisseason’sLe Mans 24
HoursinaPescarolo-judd.
Thiswould, however, be his
firstdrivein F1. Loeb, who will
rally a privately-run Citroén
XsaraWRCinnextyear'sworld
championship, admitted
2006 would be hisbest
chancetosample F1 power.
"I've beeninterestedin
drivingan F1 carforawhile
now, said Loeb, "but this
year maybe itwould be easier
todoitwhenthereisnoclash
with a manufacturer. It'snot
like 'm goingto setany
recordsinF1—Imarally
driver notaracing driver—but

™ -

Rally ace Loebraced atLe Ih‘lans
with Henri Pescaroloin 2005

itwouldbe interestingto see
the performance.”
Loebadmitted he had
beenintouchwith Ferrari
concerning atest, butno
date orvenue had been
agreedforthe 31-year-old
whowon arecord 10 rounds

McRAE: SAINZ CAN W

Mitsubishi will be aiming to see of f
the threat from VW on the Dakar
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of the WRC during 2005.
“I've spoken to [Ferrari

team boss]Jean Todtabout
drivingthe car,” said Loeb,
“butlwastoo busy before,

sowe will look again soon.”
Loeb admitted hewould
alsolike toreturnto La Sarthe

team-mate Carlos Sainzforvictory
onthe Dakar Rally, which starts on
NewYear's Eve,

Despite never having contested
the marathon event, McRae says
the man he drove alongside at
Subaru, Ford and Citroen will have
the pace to end Mitsubishi's five-
year Dakar domination.

“Carlos can definitelywin Dakar
athisfirstattempt—it'sbeendone
before andhe has the right
approach,” said the 1995World
Rally Champion. “He’s the type of
driverwho will learnvery quickly
howtoapproach Dakar. We saw how
he could dothatinthe World Rally
Championship—finding exactly the
right pace foran eventwas never
aproblemforhim.And asforthe
outright speed, he'll have that over
and above anybodyelse.

“Adriverlike Carlos, still fresh

ONFERRARIF1 TEST

forthe French sportscar
classic next season.

“Ifthereistime thensure,
itwould be good to goback,”
he said. "Henri[Pescarolo]is
quite keenandistryingto
find sorne moneytomake
ithappen.”

AKAR

COLIN McRAE has tipped his former

from the world championship,
willbe plenty quick enough.”

ButSainz has doubts about his
chances of becomingthe second
rally driver to win Dakar at his first
attempt, following fellow rally ace
Juha Kankkunen'svictory for
Peugeotin 1988,

“ldon’tthinkwinningis
possible,” he said. “l don’t have
enough experience yet. ltwill be
tough to beat Mitsubishi notjust
forme—Imean for myVolkswagen
team-mates aswell.”

McRae, who contested the 2003
and'04 events, admitted heis
frustrated not to be driving thisyear.
“Iwould love to have gone back
anddoneitagainifl'd hadthe
chance,” said McRae. “But aswith
everything these days, everybody
wants money.”

SAINZTALKS p56 =P

DAKAR TIMETABLE

THEDAKAR Rally startsfrom
LisbononDecember31and
finisheson January 15.The
5619-milerouteincludes
2990 miles of competitive
action.Therouteincludestwo
sectionsin Portugal, threein
Morocco, fourin Mauritania,
twoinMali,onein Guineaand
threeinSenegal. The carshead
into Africaonjanuary1,

crossingfrom Malagain Spain
toNadorin Morocco.
Thelongestsection, from
Nouakchottto Kiffa, is 543
miles, ofwhich372are
competitive.The event
concludeswitha19-mile
section just outside Dakar,
beforefinishingonthe
Atlanticbeachonthe
afternoon of January 15.
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LETTERS AND OPINION

YOU SAY

“Themasswalkouts

representaserious
hammerblowto
worldrallying”

LETTEROF THE WEEK
STOPTHEROT

FMSADDENED and baffled by the current state of affairs in the World

Rally Championship. The recent announcement by Mitsubishito canits
WRC effort comes so soon after Skoda’s pull-out and the disastrous PSA
Group decision to withdraw sister companies Peugeot and Citroen. The

mass walk outs represent a serious hammer blow to world rallying
—arguably the most spectacular form of motorsport.

What's gone wrong? Are the 'escaping’ manufacturers
spending too much on razzmatazz, PR glitz and glamour and not
enough on sorting their carswith the effect that the bean
counters cry ‘enough?In Mitsubishi'sand Skoda's case it rather
smacks of throwing in the towel, At least the French squads were
winning rallies, not scraping around for the odd championship
pointwhen the mood took them. Thank God it’s only a sabbatical
for Citroen!l mean, fancy Skoda passing up the opportunity to

BMWBLAST

Having just come back from the
Formula BMW World Final in
Bahrain, I'd just like to say what
a farce the whole event was.

It was obvious from the start
that the Germans were going
to be at an advantage, but the
way BMW seemed to make up
the rules for certain drivers
was appalling.

The driving standards during
the heats were terrible. Yet
despite it stating in the rules that
drivers would be punished, all
they got were slapped wrists!

Nicolas Hulkenberg should
have been black-flagged at a
restart when he caused an
accident behind him, but
according to a BMW official he

“] NEVER UNDERSTOOD

DUVAL'S DECISION TO
MOVE TO CITROEN"
ANDY MacLEAN

of the World Rally Championship.

| recall towards the end of last
year Duval being interviewed on
TV and being asked about his
future, and he looked and
sounded in a complete quandary
as to what to do.

After a difficult early time at
Ford, he had seemed to have
settled into the team, and |
believe he had the offer of a
three-year deal to stay with the
squad (Ford having committed
the funding to the WRC for a
three-year programme). Citroen
was also offering him a two-year
deal, but by then PSA had already
canned Peugeot’s effort for 2006
and Citroén was looking like
taking a sabbatical too.

So what does he do? Turns
down the team that offers him
a solid three-year deal as team
leader and moves to a new squad,
with all the risks that entails. |
didn't understand the decision
at the time, and looking at his
season with Citroén, | still don't.

I've nothing against
Duval. Yes, he won a
round of the WRC, but he
has binned it on a
number of occasions on
the way, incurred the
wrath of his boss — losing
his drive for two events —
and had his co-driver
walk out on him. This is

have Colin McRae develop the Fabia WRC and help to banish age-
old prejudices about the Czech manufacturer once and for all.
| hope WRC ringmaster David Richards can work some magic on his

impoverished championship. It seems unthinkable to me that the WRC

might become extinct...
AndrewSteer, viaemail

AUTOSPORTSAYS: Not sure spending money on ‘razzmatazz was
areason for pulling out, but we share your concerns.

SROAD ANGEL

Guarding your life and licence

Letterof theweekwinsanamazing Road
Angel, worth £399.This GPS device guards
yourlifeandlicencewithwarningsasyou
approachaccidentblackspotsorfixedand
mobile cameras. Moredetailsat
www.blackspot.com

Please ensure that your

full address is included
on all correspondence

was ‘driving at the right speed..

For a lot of teams this event
was a waste of time and money.
Olivia Gauch, by email

AUTOSPORTSAYS:Ifyou'd
stayed untiltheend ofthe show,
you’d have seen BMW strip
Hulkenberg of hiswin—and an
F1test—fordangerousdriving.
Everyteamwe spoketothought
itwasagreateventandwants
tocomeback nexttime.

BAD MOVE, DUVAL

In Bob Prewer’s letter (Autosport,
December 8), he asks for Francois
Duval to be given a fair crack of
the whip, having now won a round
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hardly going to get team
managers rushing to sign him up,
is it, particularly in the current
wave of team cutbacks etc?

| have the feeling that while
in the process of making his
decision at the end of last season,
Duval was being swayed by other
forces and, looking at the
expression on his face, the
decision wasn't entirely his.
Andy Maclean, Charlbury

DIESEL FIRST

| read with interest your article
on the new Audi R10 Le Mans

SOUND
BITES

After seeing the super start to A1 GP,
next year us fans should be involved
X Factor-style! We could vote for
drivers to make Team GB by text or
phone call, giving financial support
as well as choosing the underfunded
drivers we would like to see relaunch
their careers. Maybe in the future we
could even vote for which drivers we
want to race in each round...

A Bevan, by email

A Swiss mountain rescue helicopter in
use at a Middle East motorsport event
to recover A1 GP cars (Autosport, Dec
15/22)7 Short of local aircraft were
they? Well done Autosport — keep the
weird and wonderful coming in 2006!
Rupert Sexton, Salisbury




Sendyour lettersto The Editor, Autosport, Somerset House, Somerset Road, Teddington, MiddlesexTW11 8RU oremail: autosport.letters@haynet.com or text
ASTXT and your message to 80088. Messages cost 25p (inc VAT) plus cost of text where applicable. We reserve the right to edit letters for length, where required.

TEXT WIN

contender and felt rather
saddened by it, as | was one of the
group of 10 people who, in 2004,
built and raced the Lola Caterpillar
Diesel prototype at Le Mans. Okay,
it suffered a component failure
after four hours due to a supply
error, but it did race and raced
again in the Silverstone Six Hours,
and it was only the politics of the
day that put a halt to the project.

What | cannot understand is
that we were a small British team
taking on the world with a
ground-breaking project, and yet
Autosport virtually ignored it,
giving it the odd inch in the news
section. If the second diesel
prototype is worth four pages in
2005 then the first one should
have been worth as much, if not
more. After all it was a British car
even though the engine was a VW
Touareg 5-litre V10,

We spent less than £1 million
on that project — | wonder what
Audi will spend. We all know that
a diesel car will win Le Mans. In
2003 we said within five years, so
| guess now we can say within
three years. | hope so, as then ['ll
feel that my work was not wasted.
David ] Coles, by email
AUTOSPORT SAYS:Checkyour
facts.We broke the story (March
252004) and thenran atwo-page
feature (June 10 2004) onthe
project before Le Mans. Justtwo
weeks agowerananupdate...

MOTORSPORT NEWS AT
YOUR FINGERTIPS

Be the first to get the latest
motorsport news sent straight to
your mobile phone. Autosport.com
has a dedicated team

of more than 30 journalists
working around the

clock to bring you all the
breaking news and results.

Sign up now - it couldn’t be easier!
Text F1 to 82540 for all the

latest F1 news

Text RALLY to 82540 for all the
latest Rally news

Text ALL to 82540 for both the F1 and Rally news
To unsubscribe, text: FI STOP. RALLY STOP. ALL STOP to 82540
Each message is charged at 25p inc VAT and is available to all
UK registered mobile users

Crossword answers (p146,15/12/05)

ACROSS DOWN
11 South Korea 1 Supercup
12 Dirani | Pl
13 Italia 3 Cois
15 McKella 4 Beach
16 Carnoll 5 ¥iso
11 Leinders & Wallage
18 Coca T Ml
20 Faddock B Kami
11  Aban g9 Sandinia
11 MaxPapis 10 Pimo
29  Quiton 11 Seca
30 Chicanes 14 Priauk
32  Five Hundred 19 Cyprus
34 (Onepoint 11 Doombas
35 His ¥ Enalore
36 Magny M4 Danica Pairick
37 Senna 25 Pole
10 Woeks 26 Lewss Hamiltan
40  French 18 Sydney
44  Fassler N (o
45  Xsara 3 Spyker
46  Dréol 13 Erniesta
47  Ferme 35 Kenseth
50 EBmo 38 Missan
L3 [ Geassi 41 Heidfeld
52 Woodham Hill 42  Pressure
55  Mclarens 43 Cordobs
57  Hubica 48 MEE
8 Boullion 49  Llaguna
61  Skoda 51  Owal
62  Paente 3 Pilting
63  Parc 56  Atkinson
69  Front row 59  Lacettis
1 Toronto 60 Masters
131 Pogition fd  Erdos
75  Toyota 65  Swiss
Té  Servia 66 Power
17 Tedelonica &7 Speed

68  Cola

70 Road

7!  Red
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WE SAY

“Tocarandbikeracingfans,

thefactthat JohnSurteesisn't

aknightstinks, quitefrankly”

DAVID MALSHER - FEATURES EDITOR

BBC RADIO 4 show I'm Sorry | Haven't
A Clue, the Royal Air Force, Jimmy Clark,
The Kinks, Lotus, De Havilland, Have |
Got News For You, Sir Stirling Moss,
Blackadder, Aston Martin DBS, Stephen
Fry, Private Eye, Avro, John Braine, The
Jam, Williams F1 team, The Two Ronnies,
Cornwall, St Paul's Cathedral, John
Humphrys, Jaguar XK120 FHC,
Donington Park, Tony Brooks, The
Beatles, Duxford’s Imperial War Museum.

These, in no particular order, are my
favourite British things, past and present.
Now I'm fervently non-patriotic — I'm
sure | must have been infused with a
blend of American and Iltalian blood at
some time when | was a nipper — but
the people that made/make up the
aforementioned institutions are some
of my heroes, and just happen to be
uniquely British. None would have its
established character if it had originated
in the US, Italy, Germany or France.

By contrast, my Room 101 is the size
of the Royal Albert Hall, packed from
floor to ceiling and wall to wall with
things | despise about this country. And
at this time of year, one of the ghastly
items that surfaces and triggers my
ranting is the nonsense surrounding
the New Year's Honours List, and in
particular, knighthoods. If it ceased to
exist, if the Queen announced in her
Christmas television message that she
couldn’t be bothered with it this year,
and instead had spent her time reading
AutoTrader looking for a cheap Daimler
limo, I'd raise a glass to her. If she added
that all previously declared honorary
titles were now invalid, I'd send her a
bottle of port. Really, what difference
does the appendage 'Sir’ or 'Dame’ make
to anyone other than those who receive

it? Why the media frenzy?

However, the fact that knighthoods
and the like do exist means they have
to make sense. And to me and countless
other car and bike racing fans, the fact
that John Surtees is not yet a knight
stinks, quite frankly. Here is a man who
uniquely won world championships on
two wheels and four, won the Can-Am
championship, whose Formula 2 team
won the European championship, and
who has never stopped promoting the
sport and, in particular, promoting the
British arm of the sport. From the lowest
echelons to the highest, he is a fervent
motorsport supporter who has been
involved in karting at Buckmore Park
and now runs the British team in A1 GP.

Surtees will be 72 in February, yet
rarely relaxes even now, because he’s all
about the present and future, and simply
won't dwell on the past. Given the huge
part he has played in the sport’s
heritage, you might expect him to
wayx lyrical about the good old
days, yet you really need to
cajole such information and
memories out of him. He is
more likely to talk about a.:§’i
Alonso and Briatore than
Clark and Chapman.

In 105 years, no British
motorcycle racer has been
knighted, despite amassing a total of 15
world titles between them. In car racing,
only Stirling Moss, Jack Brabham and
Jackie Stewart have been so honoured.

Maybe, just maybe, the words ‘Arise
Sir John Surtees’ are in the offing. If they
aren't, | can only assume that modestly
promoting his causes rather than his
own name has counted against him.

.f“#ﬂl

'_ John Surtees deserves a tap on the
shoulder from Her Majesty's sword

NOTSEEN
ONeBAY!

WIN A SEAT
BTCCT-SHIRT
SIGNED BY
LUKE HINES

Autosport caught up with SEAT British Touring
Cardriver Luke Hines atthe manufacturer's
end-of-season press bash and he kindly signed
two T-shirts—one for him and one for her—for
us to give away.

To bein with achance of winning, just
study the question below and textus
youranswer.

In which series did Luke Hines
compete for SEAT in 2005?

A BTCC
B WTCC
C ETCC

Textusyouranswer

Toenterthis competition all you have to do is answer the
questionabove. Textus eitherA, BorCand you could be
thisweek’swinner. You can double your chances by entering
more than once (SMS costs 25 pence permessage plus
normal network charges). Send ASTXTWIN and the letter of

your answer, your name and postcode to 80088.
(eg ASTXTWINA/B/CJOE BLOGGS PO33 33X).

Termsand conditions:

Thisofferis open to UK-registered mobile phone users. The winnerwill be randomly chosenfrom
all correct entries received by TuesdayJanuary 3, 2006. No entrieswill be accepted from employees
of Haymarket Publishing or theirfamilies, or any other companies associated with this promation.
The judge’s decisionisfinal and no comespondence will be entered into. There is no altemative
cash pnze and the prize is non-transferable. Autosport and Haymarket Publications cannot be held
responsiblein the event of the prize being lost or damaged in the post. SMS costs 25 pence per
message plusnommal network charges. Ifyou experience any difficulties with this senvice orhave
any comments, please email haymarket@broadsystem.com

Haymarket may use your details to inform you about other affers and reputable companies
whose products or services may be ofinterest to you. By entering this competitionwe deem
youto have consented to this. Please inform us if you do not wish to receive such information
bywriting to: Autosport, Somerset House, Somerset Road, Teddington, Middlesex TW11 8RL.
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KEITHDUCKWORTH
1933-2005

CA.FVA. DFV. Keith Duckworth’s enginetic
code shaped motorsport’s form and function
for over 30 years. Argumentative, stubborn,
brilliant and inspirational, he mixed an
otherworldly grasp of engineering with
down-to-earth common sense to become
the greatest designer of racing engines the
world has everreverberated to.

Born in Blackburn in August 1933, the second son of a
weaving shed owner, he attended Giggleswick School in
Yorkshire and Imperial College London. He was clearly bright
yet only just “scraped through™his degree course and flunked
an RAF pilot’s licence during his National Service.

Aninterest in motorracing led him to buy a Lotus MkVIin
kit form. Having built it, he raced it on a number of occasions,
but soon came to the wise conclusion that he was no budding
world champion. He did, however, join Lotus in the autumn of
1957 - asits gearbox development engineer.

[t was never going to last. He and Colin Chapman were too
alike - and too different - to work together, in the same
building at least. Chapman was brilliant conceptually, but
Duckworth disliked his dismissal of detail. So in the summer
of 1958 - and despite the fact that business partner Mike
Costin would be tied to his Lotus service contract until 1962 -
he created Cosworth Engineering Ltd. It should be noted that
Duckworth had, at this point, not so much as tuned aracing
engine let alone designed one, He was never short
of self-confidence.

With a few miles of North London safely between them -
Cosworth eventually moved to Northampton in 1964
— Duckworth and Chapman now became inextricably linked
and mutually successful and profitable. Formula Junior
arrived at just the right time: Duckworth’s reworking,
tuning and marketing of Ford’s short-stroke 105E motor
put his company on a secure financial footing. From the
moment Jim Clark’s Cosworth-motivated Lotus 18 won at
Goodwood on May 19, 1960, it was obvious that the sport
had a new powerhouse.

Seven years later, Duckworth, Chapman, Clark and Lotus
opened a new chapterin Formula 1. On lap 16 of the Dutch
Grand Prix at Zandvoort, the Scot took the lead. Colin
Chapman’s brand new Lotus 49 was untouchable thereafter -
its bark and bite provided by Duckworth’s brand new engine:
DFV. It was powerful - it hit Duckworth’s predicted 400bhp
target at its first dyno test - but there was much more to it
than that: DFVwas compact, frugal and sturdy enough to
be part of the car’s structure. Packaging had hit F1 thanks to
its two most outside-the-box thinkers. Duckworth prided
himself on never having copied anyone’s ideas. He
questioned everything, backed himself, went his own way -
and clearly gotitright: DFV’s 155 GPvictories can't all be
wrong. He reckoned he could tell how an engine would "flow
just by running his finger around its ports. Yet he shed 401lb
during the nine months he spent agonising - “thinking with
a pencil” - over DFV’s design. Clearly, there were two types
of gut instinct involved.

Duckworth (far
'ln!ft] with Colin
Ehapnml..lim
Clark, Graham Hill
and the iconic
Em'l:hm

."'ﬁonereﬂl.nhlsdﬁ

The Cosworth co-founder and father
ofthe DFV died before Christmas. PAUL
FEARNLEY recallsanengineering genius

By 1973, ayearin which the DFVwon all 15 grands prix,
Cosworth was turning over £1.5 million, GM had come
a-calling - and Duckworth had suffered his first heart attack.
He - and ground effect’s need for uncluttered sidepods - kept
the DFV competitive during the early years of the turbo era,
but even when the wins eventually dried up, his company
continued to boom thanks to the patronage of GM, Ford and
Mercedes-Benz; Cosworth’s road car projects proliferated.

Duckworth was still very much at the helm. He secured
Cosworth’s future by selling out to United Engineering
Industries in 1980. He was even persuaded to oversee the
design of a turbocharged F1 engine (ever the purist, he
considered them crude and had lobbied vehemently for them
to banned). There was, though, a major stumbling block:
Duckworth loved being hands on. He could do everything -
from concept to layout to design details to making the
prototype bits to assembling the finished product - but with
almost 600 staff, such an approach was no longer practicable.

Two heart attacks and one by-pass operation later, he
decided to stand down as chairman, a position he’d held for
30 years,in August 1988. He always said that the only two
men who really understood where he was coming from were
Costin and Ben Rood, one ofhis earliest employees. That
Costin succeeded him as chairman, and Rood was still
happily running the machine shops, speaks volumes for
Duckworth’s talent, charisma and the thrilling working
environment he created.

Motorsport has lost one ofits few geniuses. &
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FIFTH COLUMN

NIGEL

ROEBUCK

ALL CHANGE
AT McLAREN

FIFTH COLUMN

“LONG AGORON DENNIS REALISED
THAT THE THINGS THAT COME TO
THOSE WHO WAIT ARE THE THINGS
LEFT BY THOSE WHO GOT INFIRST”

IT'S AFEW days before Christmas as
| write, and usually the problem at this
time oftheyearistocome upwith a
subject forthe column. Ifthere’s a still
time for Formula 1, this is generally it.

Ornot. Inthe last week there has been the
announcement of Michelin’s withdrawal from F1
12 months hence, and the news that, for 2007,
Vodafone will quit Ferrari to become McLaren'’s
primary sponsor. Then, if that were notenough,
there arrived another fax from McLaren to say that,
oh by the way, Fernando Alonso will be arriving at
the same time as Vodafone.

Dealing with the last first, what are the implications
of the world champion’s move? One’s initial thought
isthatitaddsweightto the rumours that Renault’s
withdrawal may not be far away. Flavio Briatore is not
only Alonso’s manager, but also team principal of
Renault, and ifthe team were in this for the long haul,
one cannotimagine that Flavwould have wished
Fernando to depart.

So why, with Kimi Raikkonen and Juan Montoya
on board, have Ron Dennis and Martin Whitmarsh
committed themselves to Alonso, and put
themselves —not for the first time —into a ‘three
into twowon’t go’ situation?

Long ago RDrealised that the things that come
tothose who wait are the things left by those who
gotin first. Whomever else he had on the books, he
would have been nuts to pass up the opportunity of
snaring Fernando. McLaren had the fastest car this
year, and the only driver they didn’t beat they have
now signed: whatever else, Alonso will not be
competing against them from’07 on. Team and
driverlook like a perfect fit to me.

Sowhose place will Alonso take? When McLaren

signed Montoya—more than a year ahead of time —
there was never any doubt that David Coulthard,
rather than Raikkonen, would be shown the door,

and now, based on theirresults as team-mates
to date, you'd have to assume that Juan Pablo,
rather than Kimi, would be the one to go.

Maybe it's not quite as simple as that, though.

For some time there have been suggestions
that Michael Schumacher will retire at the end
of 2006, and that Raikkonen will move to
Maranello in his stead. A friend confides

that Kimi remains quietly incensed by the

contents of a letter from the McLaren
. management, following his well publicised
| ‘difficulties’in aclub before the start of this
. season: “Iwouldn’tbet much against him
goingto Ferrari...”

On the face ofit, Alonso and Raikkonen

inthe same team seems like a stretch,
L butone characteristic—aswell as
. sublime ability —shared by these two s
implacability: neither, | think, would

be fazed by the idea of the otheras
team-mate.

If Schumacher doesindeed retire,
though, it makes sense for Ferrari to go for
either Alonso or Raikkonen, and Fernando, we
know, is already spoken for. Whatever else, the
thought of a driver wages bill that encompassed
both of them is almost too terrifying to contemplate,
Vodafone largesse or not.

For quite awhile the murmur had been that
Vodafone were less than happy with theirinvolvement

with Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro, first because there was
no possibility of being the primary sponsor, second
because there was unease about the continuing
associationwith atobacco company. From my
understanding, the new long-term deal with McLaren
is forapproximately the same money —but now as
title sponsor.

From Vodafone's point of view, this hastobe a
better bargain. Ifit's a fact that the profile of Ferrariis
unequalled, soitisalsotrue that, to some degree, a
sponsor can get ‘lost’ there, particularly beneath the
crushing weight of Marlboro, now long synonymous
with the red cars. I'll warrant that Vodafone's exposure
will be far greater after the switch to MclLaren.

Whether Raikkonen stays on with Alonso, or moves
to Ferrari, he will be on the same tyres, of course, for by
2007 Michelinwill be gone. Although it had been clear
foralongtime that the FIAwas hell-bent on the notion
of asingle tyre supplier, personally | am saddened by
the impending departure of acompany which has
always behaved honourably and not always been
rewarded fordoing so.

It's a fact that the relationship between Michelin
and the FIA haslong been a testy one, not least
because Edouard Michelinisunusually courageous
in his willingness to criticise the governing body if he
feelsitjustified. In this day and age —as we know from
our own dear government—criticism is not readily
tolerated, and while nothing can excuse the Michelin
debacle atIndianapolis, | thought the response of the
FIAleaden-handed and frankly cheap.

Onceithad become clearthata‘one tyre’ F1 was
imminent, Michelin showed little interestin bidding
forthe contract, feeling that it made no sense to
pay forthe privilege of getting less out of the sport
than they had. How much value, after all, was there
in ‘winning’ races and championships, when you had
no competition?

Aswell as that, Michelin has been maddened by the
FIA's decision, after but a single season, to go
back onthe ‘no tyre change’ rule introduced for
2005. It was a new challenge for the tyre companies,
to which Michelin rose (winning 18 of the 19 races),
and Bridgestone emphatically did not. By common
consent, the rule improved the quality of the racing
and contributed greatly to the most exciting season
inrecentmemory. Now it has gone, sadly —and soon
the same will be true of Michelin.

Inthe end, though, one appreciates the need for
a‘one tyre’ formula, notleast on the pragmatic
grounds of cost. “Ifwe don’tdoit,” Bernie Ecclestone
said to me, "we’re going to be in plenty of trouble,
Testing takes a huge chunk out of the teams’ budgets
—and two-thirds of all that testing is tyres...”

Perhaps, given the need to develop tyres with
both 200-mile longevity and huge grip, a disaster
such as Indianapolis was always on the cards. Next
seasonwe revert to tyre changesintheracesand
presumably therefore to the sprint-stop-sprint
format which made F1 so predictable for so many
years. Given that the FIA has now got its way, with
everyone supplied by one manufacturer (Bridgestone)
in’07, one trusts that the ‘'no tyre change’ rule will be
resurrected atthe same time. &

NIGEL ROEBUCK answers your guestions
in his Ask Nigel column exclusively on

WWW. COMm =1

December 29 2005 www.autosport.com 27



FT'S INSIDE LINE

MARK

HUGHES

DRIVER-

MARKET

FORCES

F1'S INSIDE LINE

"WHAT IF MICHAEL WENT TORED BULLIIN
‘07?2 YOU REALISE WHAT WE'DHAVE, DON'T
YOU? ASCHUEY/NEWEY SUPERTEAM!”

FERNANDO
ALONSO7? At
McLaren?It's
difficultto get
yourheadto
generatethe
image of it, isn'tit? Particularly
afterthe seasonwe've just had
where the two parties were directly
opposedinaclose battle forthe
world title. Fernando’s helmet
belongs inthat turquoise car,
relentlessly banging out the laps,
fastand aggressive steering inputs
overcoming a reluctant front end.
Maybe that's partly why of all the
speculated movesinthe driver
marketinrecent months, thatone
—to take effect from 2007 —wasn't
ontheradar. But actually, this
phase-shifts the entire market just
assurely as Michael Schumacher’s
long term plans. [talso brings up
questions that stretch beyond just
the driver market.

But the most obvious question
Is:who's name tag gets peeled off
to make way for Alonso’s — Kimi Raikkonen’s or Juan
Pablo Montoya's? The current contracts of both
MclLaren drivers expire at the end of 2006. Has Ron
Dennis swooped to sign Alonso because he knows

ol

_. thatKimi'sheadedtoapost-SchumacherFerrari?In
g4 whichcase, hasthetiming ofthe Alonso deal been

triggered by Michael informing Ferrari that he's not
renewing beyond’06?

| wouldn't mind betting that neither Ferrari nor
McLaren yet know of Schumacher or Raikkonen’s
intentions and that Ron has signed Alonso simply
because he knew the opportunity of doing so wouldn’t
be there forlong. If Kimi decides to stay, then Dennis
replicates his Senna/Prost dream-team line up of
1988-89. If Kimi goes, McLaren’s hardly got too shabby
an alternative in Montoya. And in the meantime, it
would dramatically shift the dynamics of any contract
negotiations between Kimi's management and Ron...

Sowhere does this leave Montoya? With just the
hope of a default drive should Kimi decide to leave?
Well, maybe not. Maybe nothing’s decided at all yet.
Everyone’s assuming that Kimiwould be the preferred
choice overJuan. Will he still be by this time next year?
Montoya's going into his second yearwith the teamin
a much stronger position than his first. He knows now
how the team operates, knows the engineers, the
shoulderinjuryis history—and he has a massive point
to prove. In severalracesin the second half of '05 he
hadthe legs of Raikkonen but had to play the team
game for the sake of the championship. That all goes
by the wayside now. Far from being a snub to Montoya,
the Alonso signing could be a fantastic opportunity for
him. If he stays, he'd be the two-yearincumbent at
McLaren against a new-to-the-team Alonso with a big
reputation. Just the situation Raikkonenwasin at the
beginning of ‘05, infact.

The Alonso announcement could just be the perfect
backdrop forascintillating in-team MclLaren battle in
2006.With the promise of another one with Alonso in
‘07 and beyond.

Now switch scenarios: Let's assume Raikkonen has
already decided to move to Ferrari. That surely would
mean Michael was leaving. To retire, yes? Are we sure
aboutthat?What aboutif his playful, competitive little

S

Y =

Willit be Kimi who's Fernando's team-mate at McLarenin éﬂﬂ?. or will the |
world champion be partnering JPM? Either way, it's a prospect torelish

A
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soul fancied a giant-killing flourish to his career? What
aboutif he switched to Red Bull from’077 You do realise
whatwe’d have then don’t you? A Schuey/Newey
superteam!

From 1994 until 2001, F1 was simply a battle
between these two giants. They encapsulated the
argumentofwhichwas more importantin F1,the car
orthe driver? Encapsulateditbut didn’tanswerit, so
close was the call. F1 shuddered at the thought of them
everjoining forces. Well, maybe that's about to happen.
Fanciful, | know. But can’t you justimagine that
appealing to Michael in the autumn of his career, but
with another five yearsleftin himif hewantsit?He
could after all have stayed at Benetton after his double
titles of 1994-95 but preferred the challenge of
resurrecting the dilapidated old shell of Ferrari. Joining
anindependentinthe era of the factories, with allthe
pressure of achievement off—but a real chance of
upsetting the odds—would be a similar challenge but
immensely enjoyable. What's more, he might be able to
persuade Ross Brawn to go with him! An Adrian Newey
car driven by Michael Schumacher directed by Ross
Brawn... Would probably do okay.

Then there’sthe implications for Renault Sport.
Flavio Briatore is Alonso’s manager aswell as Renault
team principal. Is the move indicative of Renault
planningto getout of F1 some time beyond’067 Or
could the move trigger it? If Renault plans to stay
around, how s Briatore’s position tenable, having
beenthe agentinthelossofthe team’s prized asset?

It presents a great opportunity for Giancarlo Fisichella,
assuming he’sretained into'07, and explains why
Briatore was so adamant thatthere’'d be a place for
Heikki Kovalainenin the team from'07.

So, a sensational piece of news. It was a similar story
two years agowhen MclLaren confirmed that Montoya
would be joining them, the announcementcoming
before his final season with Williams had even begun.
Butwith Alonso as the reigning world champion, thisis
even bigger news. What's more, it's maybe just the
beginning of a sequence of sensational news stories. ™

WWW, Lo0m 4=fi
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: “*’r INTERVIEW Everyone wants a piece of the world champion—even McLaren... But
't Fernando Alonsoinsists superstardomwon’t go to his head. By JONATHAN NOBLE
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t's a cold winter’s dayin 2002. Renault has just launched
its new Formula 1 team at the Guyancourt technocentre
on the outskirts of Paris. Journalists are running around,
rushing from room to room to catch a few words with the
team’s big players.

Flavio Briatore, Patrick Faure, Jenson Button and Jarno
Trulli find themselves crammed at the centre of huddles
of microphones, television cameras, and notepads. The
last slot of the day is reserved for the team’s test driver.

The allotted time for his interview comes and in the
function room it is just, er, him and me. No other journalists
deem Fernando Alonso important enough to speak to. We
chat politely about his forthcoming year on the sidelines
after an impressive debut campaign for Minardi and his
then-dream oflanding a full-time drive in 2003.

Now let’'s move the story 20 miles down the road, still on
the outskirts of Paris, to Renault’s Square Com marketing
headquarters near the Pont de Sevres overlooking the Seine.,

It's a cold winter’s night in 2005. Renaultis holding a
celebration event for team partners, media and French staff
afterits double title success. The interest in Briatore and
Faure is exactly the same as three years
ago, but this time Alonso is no longer the
man no-one wants to speak to. He is the
man everyone wants to grab a word with.
Heck, even Zinedine Zidane has sent a
signed football shirt as a way of offering
his congratulations.

The journey from Guyancourt to the
Pont de Sevres may have been little more
than a taxiride for some of Renault’s
personnel, but for Alonso it’s been along,
spectacular and fantastic voyage.

It has taken in that debut win at the
Hungaroring in 2003, the three consecutive victories at the
start of’05, the final laps of Imola, that glorious return to parc
fermé in Interlagos and, of course, 130R at Suzuka. He has
gone from dreaming about racing a Formula 1 car at the front
to becoming the man that every young racer wants to be.

The world has changed for Alonso in the past 12 months,
and will do so again when he joins McLaren in 2007. But the
man in the eye of the storm insists #ehasn’t changed.

“l am just trying to prepare for the next championship in
the most professional way possible,” he says about his life as
world champion. “Everything is the same for me.

“I still think in the same way. | want to beat the other
competitors. | will have the same motivation in anything I do,
so nextyearis anew challenge forme and  haven't changed
anything in mylife.”

It’s a great soundbite, but you could hardly expect him to
say anything else. Imagine Alonso had turned around and
said:"Oh yeah, winning the title has made me wealthy beyond
my wildest dreams. I've spent loads of money on flash cars
and holidays and the world has to revolve around me now...”

We all like to think that if our numbers came up in the
lottery then the millions would not change us. The mansions,
yachts, Ferraris and mega holidays would not affect our
character at all. Yeah right.

Yet there is a very real sense from Alonso that what he says

“THE ONLY SIGN
OF CHANGE IN
FERNANDO HAS
BEEN IN HIS
CONFIDENCE"

PAT SYMONDS

SPINNEY/TEE/LAT

is true. There has been no material change in his life. He
remains as shy in public as when he first walked into the
sport. He still lives in Oxford, his family remains close and he
tries to stay true to his friends from his home town of Oviedo.

Not for him a huge end-of-season blow-out holiday,
hugging dolphins in Gran Canaria or whatever frontrunning
F1 drivers do nowadays to get their kicks. Instead it was a few
days in Oviedo, which included areception in the city square
in front 0of 30,000 fans, before flying back with his family and
20 close friends to spend Novemberin Oxford.

“They have been good weeks since the championship,”
he admits. “T've had fun with my friends and family, watched
some of the races, and remembered the good times we have
had this year, to slowly realise what the team and I have
achieved.

“The same question people ask me is always what did I
buy after the championship to celebrate my win? I didn’t buy
anything because I come from a modest family. I don't like
the life of rich people so I don't need to buy anything,
because I don’t know how to use it.

“lam trying to have fun now, because it is a good moment
to enjoy the success. Maybe the future
won’t bring so much success,solam
trying to enjoy it now.”

The men who work close to Alonso
— for now - support his claims that he
remains true to his roots. Renault’s
director of engineer Pat Symonds
has stood alongside Alonso from test
driver to world champion and he is
impressed by how external pressures
have not buckled the Spaniard’s
psychological make-up.

“Very often you see guys go through
this stage of their lives and you see their whole personality
change,” says Symonds. “One of the things  have really
enjoyed in working with Fernando is that the only sign of
change is in his confidence.

“His confidence has built and built through the years
and this year particularly. All the human aspects that you
so often see these guys lose, he hasn't lost them. He is still
arelatively shy, young guy who happens to drive racing
cars and that is refreshing to see. I really hope for his sake
we continue to seeit.”

But how can a man go from this shy young Spanish kid
to becoming a champion without it altering him?

Part of the answer comes from a humbleness that Alonso
has had since the day he walked into the F1 paddock. He has
always treated life as an F1 driver as a fairly unreal world.
Unlike some of his rivals, there is no taking for granted the
money, the private jets and the attention.

His humility in still believing that one day all his fame
and fortune could go has also served to keep his feet on the
ground. He often compares himselfto a bright starin the sky,
shining while it can, but also well aware that tomorrow it
could fall down and extinguish itselfin the sea.

Clear, determined focus is the key to staving off decline.
The events of the past couple of weeks are hard proofthat he
Is not sentimental when it comes to winning. These words &3
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(= of Renault F1 chairman Faure have taken on greater
weight since Alonso’s announced defection to McLaren for
'07:"Fernando is someone who has only one goal, which is to
win as many races and titles as possible. When I look at him
and listen to him, it reminds me sometimes of Ayrton [Sennal]
who just wanted to win races. The rest was secondary.”

Despite his ambition, Alonso’s modest upbringing has
helped him keep perspective. Although he had a comfortable
childhood, his family was no by means wealthy. But there
were no complaints and no desire for anything more. Alonso
had his kart (originally intended for his sister), he went racing
and that was all he wanted.

He remains gracious to journalists even when they ask the
most leftfield of questions (at the Renault celebrations, one
television interviewer inquired, “So Fernando, what
challenges are left in yourlife nowyou

have won the championship?” - wonder HI KN Ow TH I S IS

if the word ‘McLaren’ flashed through his
mind!) and he deals with the teamin
exactly the same way as the day he

oned | AM LIVING
NOW, SO | TRY
TOENJOY IT”

FERNANDO ALONSO

He accepts that it is impossible for
people to approach ‘Fernando Alonso,
world champion’in the same way they
approached ‘Fernando Alonso, test
driver’, but that does not stop him from
responding in exactly the same way.

“Well, there is a little bit more respect
towards me now,” he admits. “From the team, from the
people on the street as well, and I think this is normal. But
when you have bad times this changes completely to the
opposite, that no one respects you any more. | know that this
is maybe not real, what I am living now, so I try to enjoy it and
have fun - but to be ready also for hard times.”

Another thing that has definitely not changed is his steely
determination. There is a great video of Alonso walking
around the Renault factoryin 2002, looking at the pictures
ofall the team’s previous drivers and cheekily crossing out
the one of Michael Schumacher.

His focus is always on believing he is the best - but he does
notyet allow himselfto sit back and accept that as fact.

“Yeah, it will be good in 40 years’ time to look at the history
books and remember what happened in 2005, but for now
thereisajob to do,”he says.

“Day by day you receive more from the people and [ know
[won the championship this year, [ was the youngest everin
the history of F1,and so I am proud of this, but [ keep going.

NOT REAL, WHAT  ho can drive cars fast, but

Next yearis a new motivation and new challenge and will
probably be more difficult than this year.”

Thankfully for Symonds, Alonso has wiped away one
of the main weaknesses that used to drive some sections of
the team mad - notably his lack of effort off the track.
Symonds famously spoke out about the Spaniard’s poor
work ethic in 2003.“I admit I made those comments,”
Symonds confesses,“and | am really happy to say that  don't
need to make them any more.

“He works bloody hard and his understanding is
amazing, because he’s such a laid-back character. You
almost think he is not paying attention sometimes when
you're talking to him, then he will come back with a

comment or you will ask him a question and he has -

such a perceptive answer that you realise he was right
on top of everything all the time.

“Thatis something I admire.
Of course I admire people

admire intelligent people an
awful lot more.”

All this is not to say that Alonso
doesn'tneed to make some
changes to his armoury. Symonds
hopes the conservatism that
typified Alonso’s season, when he
chose not to take risks and go for
wins with such a comfortable title
lead over Kimi Raikkonen, will be dropped in favour of
amore attacking approach in 2006.

“What we saw leading up to Brazil was the
conservatism that would ensure his championship,”

says Symonds, recalling the middle part of the season  __

when McLaren had a faster (not better) car.

“What we saw after Brazil was the real Fernando,
and what I want to see next yearis the real Fernando
throughout the season, irrespective of championship
positions. That is something | hope he has learned.

“Now I am not implying that he did anything wrong - he
did exactly what was required - but sometimes to defend
you need to attack. That's the one lesson | hope we have all
learned from this season and irrespective of championship
positions, we just keep going for the wins.”

Little did Symonds know when he set this marker down
that he has just one more season with the boy wonder. Yes,
Alonso’s focused on 2006. But his ambition has already
driven him beyond next year - and his current team. &
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Middle: No swish
Monaco pad for
Fernando - he still
livesin Oxford

Main: Symonds
wants to see
Alonso go all out
for wins in 2006

Top: In"02 Trulli Ahove: The prize
and Button were for winning?
Renault'sstars,and  Renault gave
Alonso test driver Alonso his R25
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INTERVIEW Beneath the glitzy lifestyle and opulent surroundings, Renault boss

Flavio Briatore works hard to be the best in the business. By ANTHONY ROWLINSON
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utosport’s estimable grand prix editor
Nigel Roebuck mentioned recently that
when he last visited Flavio Briatore at

- fm o g

his London home, none other than
UmaThurman opened the door.

Yep, it was living, breathing, walking,
talking Hollywood siren Uma who
pulled on the handle that allowed entry

to Briatore’s fantasy world - one where movie icons, sports
stars, billionaires and industry moguls rub shoulders happily
in the sunshine of Flav’s beatific smile.

It’s somehow no surprise that Flavio should have been able
to callupon a Hollywood A-lister to act as door attendant, but
Uma’s presence is no less impressive for that. What other team
principal would be able to pull off a similar stunt - and with
such insouciance? Can’timagine it happening at Frank
Williams’s country mansion - although if visitors were to be
greeted by Margaret Thatcher, or maybe even the Queen, that
would be altogether more plausible. Ron Dennis, meanwhile,
would no doubt be pleased for the lovely Lisa (that's Mrs
Dennis to you) to do the honours.

(Eddie Jordan, incidentally, once welcomed me into his
own London pad dressed only in his birthday suit — but
Booaege  that'samemory probably best left un disturbed.)

Soit’s with no small degree of excitement, laced with
trepidation, that Autosport approaches the portal of Mr
Briatore’s riverside Chelsea apartment, overlooking Albert
| : Bridge. How best to make small talk with Uma Thurman, if
f | s : she’s on duty again tonight? “Er, really liked Be Cool, Uma.
| - Butisn’'t Travolta a bit of a porker these days?”
| | il Sad to report that today chez Flav door duties are
A i BT ' performed only by amember of his retained staff. But, lest
o '~:f. - LS we feel cheated, the opulence of the domestic scene that
(R (R awaits is (almost) sufficient recompense.

The Briatore reception room is a symphony of red velvet,
false bookcases, hidden doorways, lush carpet, a model
Learjet, marble this, onyx that, gold leaf everything.
Restrained it is not. Expensive, in a determinedly gaudy
fashion, it most certainly is. A guest unused to such extreme
opulence can only be disconcerted by the effect of the whole.
It's the kind of place that makes you realise even subjective
notions such as taste have absolutes.

The room, and what else can be seen of the apartment, has
a not-quite-real, movie-set quality, entirely in keeping with the
nature of Flavio himself. He has never been — will neverbe - a
racer’s racerin the manner of a Frank or a Ron (or before him
ik ) ' | aKenTyrrell, a Colin Chapman or an Enzo Ferrari). Instead
4 he offers theatre in answer to their petrol heads and an
unwavering focus on Formula 1 as a business and
entertainment as much as sport.

And lo, after five minutes’wait and a too-friendly greeting
from a coiffured Yorkshire terrier called ‘Dolce’ (Gabbana
never shows up), he appears.

Fortonight’s performance Flav appears as the epitome of
monied Euro cool: designerjeans, blue velvet slipper-shoes
(I've been told to check for an ‘FB’'monogram, but there is
none), aV-neck woollen sweater draped over a T-shirt, in
the Italian male birthright manner; and, of course, shades
(indoors, remember, at night) — with just a hint of blue tint.
There’s a monstrous diamond-encrusted watch on his left
and 7am there’s B i wrist, so big it looks weighty enough to work out with, and
noF1," he says 1 88  that characteristic silver-grey mane is swept backin curvy

FOLLOW MY LEAD
FLAVIO BRIATORE - THE F1CV

1988 Briatoreinvitedto  Michael Schumacherfrom WM 1996Schumacher M 2000 Renault buys Dumps Button in favour Cosworth. Jarno Trulliwins
irst grand prix, in Australia, Eddie Jordan. Also hires leaves Benetton for Ferrari. Benettonteamandplaces of Alonso for’03. Monaco GP but falls out
asaguestof Luciano Ross Brawn from TWR. TechacesRossBrawnand  Briatoreincharge. The with Briatore, resultingin
Benetton Rory Byrne follow him. italian then signs Mike M 2003 Briatore placed his early departure from
M 1994 Briatore-led Gascoyne as technical in overall charge of all team. Jacques Villeneuve
1989 Briatore Benetton takes M 1997 Briatore sells director for 2001. Renault’s F1 activities— subs for Trulli for final
appointed commercial Schumacherto drivers’ Ligierto Alain Prost. Is Hires Jenson Button engine and chassis. Alonso threeraces of’04.
director at Benetton title. Buys Ligier team. then sacked by Luciano for'01 and’02.Signsup wins first GPin Hungary,
Formula 1 team. Team Benetton before selling his Fernando Alonso on making himtheyoungest- 2005 Briatore watches
ins first race under MW 1995 Schumacher stake in the team. Buys management contract. ever F1winner. Gascoyne  Alonso become the
Flavioin Japan, with wins second consecutive Renault Sport factory and quits for Toyota. youngest-ever F1 world
Alessandro Nannini. drivers’ title; Benetton, rebrands it ‘Supertec’. M 2002 RenaultF1 champion. Renault takes
now with Renaultengines, Sets up his own driver replaces Benetton- M 2004 Engine chief its firsttitleas a
1991 Briatore poaches  wins constructors’title, management company. Renaultas F1 entrant. Rob White poached from manufacturer entrant.
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swooshes - perhaps after a quick session with Renault F1’s
head of aero DinoToso. This man is larger-than-life like ships
are heavy: he’s the product, surely, of the painting-by-
numbers ‘international playboy’kit.

Call from the subconscious: he’s a Formula 1 team
principal, dummy! Oh yes, of course. The reason we're here?
Totalkabout the secret of his, and Renault’s, success. Thing is,
Flavis such a one-off, such a peacock among (racing) pigeons,
it's sometimes near-impossible to get beyond the image and
rememberhe’s the head of the team that won both 2005 F1
World Championships; the same guy who achieved an
identical featin 1995 and who also oversaw Michael
Schumacher’s '94 drivers’title success.

He’s proud of these milestones, reckoning himselfto be
the first team principal to have won a title double with two
different teams - Benetton-Renaultin '95 and Renault F1
this time around.

That's alittle disingenuous, for the guts of the 2005
operation, while now wholly Renault-owned, is the same
Enstone- and Viry-Chatillon-based team. But guys like
Briatore are fartoo cute to let the chance for a spot of self-
mythologising pass by.

“It’s true,” he asserts. “In 1995 we were a much smaller
team, we were all a little bit younger and the success came
quite quickly forus. We won alot in a short time.”

Thatmuch is undeniable. After the tragedy and high
drama of 1994, Benetton did a pretty good job of cleaning up
in 95, but for the past decade the constructors’ championship
trophy it won that year has sat alone in an unremarkable
corridor at Enstone HQ. Now, of course, it has a partner.

“Mean,” says Flav (his amusing verbal shorthand for
Tmean’),*it was much more difficult this year. We had
competition from McLaren all year and Toyota and Ferrari
were also strong. BAR and Williams, too, at some races, so
it was never easy. The manufacturers make it bigger for
everybody and the budgets keep going up because they
all want to win. Our budget wasn't the biggest, but it’s
perfect for doing the job.”

Here’s Briatore the businessman talking - the man one
of his rivals reckons would earn a million in a year if stripped
ofall worldly goods and dropped tomorrow onto a New York
street corner. Renault is reckoned to operate on an annual
budget of around £160m - relative peanuts compared with
the £220-230m spent by the likes of Ferrari and Toyota. But
as the manner of Renault’s title victories showed this year, in
beating a McLaren team that often had a quicker car, it’s not
always what you've got but what you do with it that counts.

Business Flav again: “Mean, it’s all about management,
Between Enstone and Viry we have 800 people and you have
to run it like any company. Everyone has to know what their
jobis and the management structures have to be transparent.
When you have that, things start to work.”

Makes it all sounds remarkably easy, does Flavio. But that’s
part of the trick. He’s not a strung-out, fast-moving stress-
head, forever bustling up and down the F1 paddockin search
of the latest battle to fight. Rarely does he immerse himselfin
the type of spats with the FIA that so often consume his
competitors. Indeed, on most grand prix weekends, Flav’s
usually to be found strolling languidly around the environs of
the team motorhome, detached from the fray, making time for
the people who really matter.

It's a deceptively simple leadership technique - one that
relies heavily on picking the right lieutenants and delegating
everything possible. When it works, it means Toleman-
Benetton-Renault stalwarts such as Pat Symonds, a
20-years-plus veteran of the team, are both empowered and
inspired to fierce loyalty. Symonds has one of the most finely
tuned ‘bullshit radars’in the F1 paddock and is a far from
obvious match for one so extrovert as Briatore. Yet without fail
he speaks highly of his boss in a manner that goes beyond
professional respect. MarkWebber, another straight-talker,
who happens to be managed by Briatore, is also quick to
praise Flavio’s no-nonsense business dealings.

The flip of this is that when it goes wrong, it goes badly
wrong: just ask Jarno Trulli, an ex-Flav driver whose golden,
Alonso-pummelling first half-2004 season at Renault turned
to dust when driver and manager stopped seeing eye to eye
halfway through the season. Without the welcoming embrace
of Toyota, whose tech director, Mike Gascoyne, is chairman of
the Trulli fan club, Jarno’s F1 career could have been toast.

Avear earlier, when Jenson Button was teamed with Trulli,
Flavrubbished both drivers, declaring that neither would ever
be capable of winning a world championship. Tough words,

S

but two years later, Briatore can preen his feathers as the man
who shaped Fernando Alonso into the youngest-ever F1 world
champion. “Tamvery proud of what we have achieved with
Fernando,” he says. “We don’t have the moneyto buy
superstars, so we grow our own. It was the same with Schumi.”

When times are good, as they are now, the darker side of
Briatore experienced by Trulli and Button, among others, is
kept well in check, as he employs instead his easy, mannered
charm. He has a knack of making those within his radar-
sweep feel they're the only people who matter, and that
quality, combined with powerful, humour-laced charisma,
makes him a beguiling figure. It's shown, most obviously, in
his polished camera manner (“You want more pictures? Sure,
no problem. Where do you want me?”) and in the casual way
he talks about his life outside F1: My day finishes at 10pm
and after that I decide either to go out orgo to bed. Between
10pm and 7am there’s no F1. Everybody has theirown way to
relax.” This last line is delivered with a
twinkle that should be bottled - "Essence
of Rogue’.What he’s not telling (we find
out later, in the lift) is that his companion
for the evening will be Bernard Charles
Ecclestone. Flav’s fast, slightly slurred,
[talian-flavoured pitter-patter has been
entirely convincing until a pause for
thought. He’s out on the town with
Bernie. .. Okay, so his ‘down-time’from
running the 2005 world-championship-
winning F1team is spent with the single
most important, influential and powerful
figure in the sport. Isit more likely they’ll be talking about
the currentvalue of Flavio’s flat (which he bought from
Ecclestone anumber of years ago) or the current value of the
deal Bernie is about to pitch to the manufacturer teams (of
which Renault is one) not yet signed up to the post-2008
extension to the Concorde Agreement?

These throwaway insights into Flav-world reinforce the
beliefthat he’s one of the three or fourvery biggest players at
the F1 poker table. He gives little away directly, but evidence of
his connections and of his proximity to the seat of power are
enough to convince he’s not likely ever to be out of favour
while MrEis in charge.

But more remarkably, and uniquely in F1, Briatore has also
succeeded in pleasing his major-manufacturer paymasters
(the huge Renault-Nissan multi-national, headed by

“IWANT TO
WAKE UP EACH
MORNING AND
BE HAPPY WITH
WHAT I'VE DON

FLAVIO BRIATORE

A FLAVOUR OF FLAV

aggressive cost-cutter Carlos Ghosn) while still keeping
Bernie sweet. No other team principal succeeds in hunting
with the hounds and running with the foxes quite so well.
FrankWilliams tried it - attempting to maintain his team’s
independence and the Ecclestone hotline at the same time as
buttering up BMW: then Williams found it actually hated its
partners and wanted no part of BM’s attempt to launch a
‘breakaway’F1 series. Ron Dennis manages to ensure in his
ever-pragmatic, always disciplined manner that McLaren’s
interests are looked after by keeping pro-GPMA Mercedes
happy, while also burning no bridges with Bernie. Only Flav,
however, truly sups at both tables, able to advise both his
immediate boss, Renault president Patrick Faure, and the
little big boss - Ecclestone.

That ability to run a successful team yet still keep enough
spare brain capacity to think about the bigger picture is
reminiscent of the now-dominant figure who, 20 years ago,

was the owner of the Brabham F1 team
and about to become the only sharkin the
piranha club. Ecclestone is now 75 and
even one whose mental faculties remain so
acute must eventually fade. Could Briatore
be the one to succeed Ecclestone? He's
one of the few figures in F1 who are ofthe
sport, yet still sufficiently detached from it
to be able one day to levitate above and
F¥ direct the show. Flavscoffs: “Hah! Bernie
has at least three or four vears left. Mean,
maybe now he doesn’t have the German
banks pushing him he will think about
staying even longer. People have been saying this since
arrived in Formula 1 backin 1988. They were saying ‘we really
have to think about someone else apart from Bernie’ and that
was 15 years ago — more! My focus is on 2006. 1 don’t want to
know about the future.”

That, from a consummate talent spotter, people manager,
deal maker, paddock hustler and all-round F1 player, is as
credulity-stretching a comment as Flav is ever likely to offer.
But this arch-enigma isn’t likely to change his ways now.

“Mean,” he says, “l came to F1 as an outsider, but I loved
the competition and having fun. That was true more this year
than ever - it was our magic year. Mean, you only have one
life. Iwant to wake up each morning and be happy about
what I have done.”

You suspect Flavio Briatore usuallyis. &
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hey came, saw and truly conquered. Recent history

in the World Rally Championship has been almost

entirely about French domination, save for two
drivers’ championships snaffled by Subaru. Now,
though, the French are gone, having painted the

WRC red, white and blue.

But are the French really gone? Actually, no.

The taxi for two brought on by the PSA Group
announcement - at the end of last season - of a complete
withdrawal following 2005 was reversed in Citroén’s case.
The C4 WRC will arrive in ’07, but the chevrons won’t be far
away next year. As for Peugeot, the exit has been shown. The
highlights are a fading memory already.

As with all commanding performances, controversy was
never far behind the headlines. Peugeot and Citroén arrived at
the pinnacle of the sport after running two-litre kit car
machinery (the 307 for Peugeot the Xsara kit car for Citroén),
whose asphalt performances had left World Rally Car drivers
such as Colin McRae and Carlos Sainz up in arms. The kit cars
weighed next to nothing and churned out almost the same
grunt, albeit solely through the front wheels. The likes of
McRae and Sainz demanded rule changes to ban these cars,
which left their heavily-restricted turbocharged rivals
wheezing in their wake. In the end, Peugeot, and subsequently
Citroén, did the decent thing and made their own WRCs.

Those protestors probably wished they'd kept quiet now.
At least the kit cars were left trailing in their wake on anything
other than a sealed surface. The same would certainly not be
said for the total traction machinery which followed.

Peugeot’s 206 WRC arrived in time for Corsicain 1999, and
went quickest onits first ever stage in the championship.
Teething troubles through the remainder of that year’s outings
keptits drivers off the top step of the podium. But not forlong.

Monte Carlo in 2000 marked the start of The Lion’s first
full WRC campaign since the 205T16 of 1986, butit was a
disaster. All three official cars failed to fire up from a chilly parc
fermé in the Alps. On France’s blue riband rally, the French
had singularly failed to deliver.

Round two and Sweden was avery different story. It was
win number one for Marcus Grénholm. That was followed by
title number one. The next season there would be more
success and yet more controversy. Peugeot’s budget allowed it
to employ the best drivers for each surface - a policy which
paid handsome dividends given the FIA’s rule that teams
could nominate three drivers perrally. It back fired in
Sanremo, however, when two of France’s fastest and most
fiery asphalt drivers - Francois Delecour and Gilles Panizzi -
went head-to-head in the hills off the Italian coast. Delecour
accused Panizzi of cheating in full view of the world’s media
in service. After being restrained, his tirade of verbal abuse
ceased — only long enough for him to spit in Panizzi’s
direction. There was never a dull moment.

The following year was dogged with retirements, often
caused by headgasket-related engine problems. The 2001
season would also be remembered for the arrival of Sébastien
Loeb. And it was some arrival. On his first ever outing in a
XsaraWRC, Loeb hassled Panizzi's 206 WRC all the way on
awet Sanremo. Loeb lost in the end, but the signals were
coming loud and clear from the other side of Paris.

Having conquered Peugeot’s reliability problems,
Gronholm gave the rest of the world a driving lesson in 2002,
when he was at the height of his power. Utterly dominant, the
Finn won five times and was by now considering retirement.

Three years later and he’s got a two-year deal with Ford, so
what was going through the then 33-year-old Finn’s mind?

“Atthat time [ was tired with all the testing and the rallies
and the travelling,”recalls Gronholm. “Everything was a little
bit too much - and it was coming quite easy then. Sébastien
[Loeb] wasn’t around, so we didn't have to try like hell so
much. Things were all going my way.”

Gronholm and Peugeot sensed the power shifting in 2002,
but he wasn’t going to go down without a fight. His victoryin

FRENCH WRC DEPARTURE

ANALYSIS Citroen and Peugeot
have leftthe WRCin very different
circumstances. By DAVID EVANS

Main: Au revoir! Argentinain '03 was one of the all-time greats. He led, lost two
A Peugeot Sport minutes with a suspension problem, then fought back and
mechanic waves won the rally all over again. It was immense. It was also the
goodhbye to six end. Gronholm wouldn’t win again for 18 rallies. Between
years of 206/307 those victories was Cyprus. For a few hours, at least, the island
WRC action event marked the debut win for the 307WRC, until scrutineers
found irregularities with the water pump.
Inset from left: While Peugeot peaked and began its decline, Citroén
Loeh celebrated started winning. Loeb missed the championship by one point
his third Monte in 2003. He wouldn’t be so careless for the next two years. The
winin2005-a manufacturers’ crown remained in France, but Peugeot’s

rally Peugeot has three-yearreign had come to an end and it was the start of
neverwon;the206  Citroén’s three years at the top. Only Subaru - with Petter

was one of the Solberg - stood in the way of a 2003 French clean sweep.
sport's most To make matters worse for Peugeot, this was meant to be
successful cars; the time for the new car: the 307WRC. But it would neverbe
Duval's crash- the car the 206 was. Twelve months down the line and a
strewn'05season  switch from Michelin to Pirelli - for what would be the team’s
stoodinsharp final WRC season — would bring more problems.
contrast to Loeb's; “The switch of tyres made things a little more difficult,”
Gronholm had his admits Gronholm. “That was not a good idea. We did alot of
world turned work with the 307, alot of testing. We made the car more
upside down by reliable, but, forme, it wasn’t fast enough. It wasn’t as fast as
Peugeot'sdecision  the 206.1said this many times and Jean-Pierre [Nicolas, team
to pull out boss] knew how manywins I had in the 206.”

In the heat of competition, nobody likes losing, but for
Peugeot, it didn’t get any worse than losing to Citroén. Every
rally brought anotherlocal derby. It was never worse than in
Monte Carlo; Peugeot had failed miserably every time it
turned up in the Alps, but Citroén won three on the bounce.
As the performance levels of the two teams drifted further
apart, Peugeot threw more and more money at the WRC.

One leading team principal says: “When Citroén arrived
and started to beat them, those budgets went up and up.

I'd say Peugeot had roughly three times the budget that
most of the teams were working on. The rest of us did our
best, but to compete against that sort of cash is incredibly
difficult. Don’t get me wrong, the sport will miss giants like
Peugeot, but, at the same time, it will be nice to compete on
alevel playing field.”

Best not to think too much about the last three years, but
look backto the first three when everybody was smiling.
Peugeot’s finale - last month’s Rally Australia - summed up
the whole thing, as Nicolas admits.

“Our participation in the championship ends the wayit
began - with all of our cars retiring; do you remember that
Monte Carlo Rallyin 2000? For me, though, finishing in the
World Rally Championship is just disappointing.”

In performance terms, this season has been a toughie for
Peugeot but,in human terms, it’s been like no other.

“Thisis why I say just disappointing,” continues Nicolas.
“What happened in September [with Michael Park’s death
on Rally GB] is what makes me sad. Retiring from the sportis
nothing compared with what happened to Michael and his
family. In Australia, we had one car out with suspension and
one car burned, so what?”

These are not the memories Nicolas will take with him,
though.“No, no, no,” he replies immediately. “In six years we
have so many beautiful times with Marcus Gronholm. Can
you remember the times we had? They were all so fantastic
with Harri Rovanper4, Didier Auriol and Gilles Panizzi
winning rallies for us, and we had Richard Burns - we cannot
forget him. They all gave us so many beautiful memories.

“The 27rallyvictories are the best memories. They are good
souvenirs for us to take away from the sport. [ will never forget
them. It’s so hard to describe what the feeling is like.”

And with that, Peugeot is gone. There will be less foie gras
and Beaujolais in the service park next season. People said
Peugeot would not be the same without ebullient boss
Corrado Provera who retired in February, but the cigar-
chomping Italian was soon forgotten. It remains to be seen
if the same will be said about the marque. ™=
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EMANSELLS decidedtoannounceleoand  paddock—"Couldn’'tgetaclearlapin practice’, Greg (vight)
reg's foray into motorsport with a kartrace, ‘Punted offin the racewhenitwasntmyfault’ — RYIIGE i
here Nigel and the boys would take on any andwhen | started on some line about my fastest QU EIEE '""”- 2
members of the presswho fancied a go. lap showing | actually belongedin the top five, | versusjournos © ﬁ,
It's not every day you gettorace againstone had a little more sympathy for those driverswith glEg{ETE2 :
Mansell, let alone three, and the feeling of being their reasons as towhy they deserve better.
ompletely unprepared made me sympathise So lwas never goingtowin, butldid passa _ | _ . ~ havingmist
ithwhat Leo and Greg will face in Aprilwhen Mansell! | wasn't sure whether Leowas lapping me ——— - _ T et RO e
heyll enter their first ever car race. ' '

You could count the number oftimes I'd been
karting before on the fingers of one hand and the
number oftimes'd been any good atiton none.
JButeven so, and even though this was just a bit of
S8fun, | caught myself believing the same excuses
athatyou roll your eyes at every weekend inthe

orditheringinthe pack,butlsemi-accidentally =t o N = following in his

barged him out of the way at a hairpin and
managed to stay in front almost until the next
corner! The family took revenge, though: while |
was trying to find my braking point at the end of
the back straight, athump in the back told me
that Nigel Mansell would brake later than that!

TooLsteps, formey
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Nigelis asourceof
invaluable advice
and support for his
sons (far right)




MANSELL'S BOYS GO RACING

DRIVING
FFTHETEE

INTERVIEW Theywere being lined up for careers as pro golfers, but now Greg and
Leo Mansellhave persuaded dadtoletthem ontothe track. By STEVEN ENGLISH

ftera decade out of the spotlight the
name Mansell is well and truly back at
the centre of motorsport’s attention.
Following Nigel’s high-profile return
to the cockpit in the Grand Prix Masters
at Kyalami last month, the recent
announcement that both his sons,

Leo and Greg, are to begin their own
motorsport careers in 2006 confirmed that one of British
racing’s favourite names is back for good.

But,in contrast to the likes of the Piquets and Rosbergs,
this was not planned for the Mansell boys from the start. It
looked as though both 20-year-old Leo and 18-year-old Greg
would indulge themselves in the family’s other passion, golf,
at a professional level.

Nigel explains how they got from golf to Formula BMW
in sixmonths: “We didn’t appreciate their true passion for
driving until recently. Greg had wanted to go karting many
times, but we'd never taken it too seriously. | honestly thought
it had gone away because he put more effort into his golfand
we were mapping out plans for the PGA.

“But we've had a health scare with [my wife] Roseanne in
the last year where we nearly lost her, and that made us all
look at things differently. Things that mattered before are not
so important now, and there are things that weren't at the front
of our minds that are mightily important now. One ofthose
things for me is making sure you really listen to yourkids and
pay attention to what makes them happy.

“It made us all reassess our lives, and Greg didn’t want to
lose the opportunity to go racing. He poured his heart out one
day and explained how seriously he felt in such a way that it
made me feel dreadful, so | immediately said, ‘Okay, let’s go
karting’. It made him so happy, and of course if Greg was
doingit then Leo wanted to do it too.

“Once racing in BMW became an option, I said, ‘Okay,
but you've got to make it happen yourselves’, not for one
moment thinking they’d actually find their own sponsorship
and make it areality. It’s gone a bit quickly from there and

o ¥ 1

suddenly we're in Formula BMW for 2006.”

The announcement was made, fittingly, at a karting track
with the trio taking on all comers in a 20-minute race. After
coming out on top, Greg says: “If we didn’t get started now it
would be too late. I've always dreamed of going racing, but
[ never seriously thought it would become areality. [ found it
was more enjoyable than I thought it would be, then I found
[ was a bit better than [ thought I'd be as well.”

Leo adds: “We’ve always had the desire, but we'd accepted
that actually doing it was never going to be a possibility
because we knew our parents were against it.

“Our dad had been through the pain of big crashes and
seen the political side and all the other negatives of the sport,
and he didn’t want us to go through that, or be trying to follow
in his footsteps. Until a few months ago there was no more to it
than that - we were pursuing other sports and concentrating
on other things. When it came to a head with Greg being
allowed to go karting, I just jumped on the bandwagon, so
have him to thankreally.”

The pairwill have to deal with the pressure and
expectations that come with being the son of a world
champion, but Leo believes it won't have a significant affect
on theirracing. “There are positives, of course, and the name
has been a big help with sponsorship,” he says.“There are
negatives, but I just accept the bad bits because they've been
there all our lives. Whetherit’s being a racing driver or just an
11-year-old kid at school with a famous dad, there are people
who don't like you, or only like you because of that. We've
learned to deal with it - we’ll take what we get from carrying
that name, we’ll enjoy the positives and take the negatives on
the chin and endure them because that’s all part of it.

“We may be new to racing but we’ve been Mansells since
we were born. I was at school when the attention on my dad
was at its height; it was much bigger then than it is on us now.

“The name is going to put us in the spotlight, but I want
to earn that spotlight for myself. I want to be known as Leo
Mansell, just as Greg, and every other driver out there, wants
to be known as individuals as well.”

With a growing trend of second-generation drivers
succeeding in international motorsport, there will be pressure
on Greg and Leo to live up to those expectations. “When
you're brought up in an environment and you're comfortable
with it, it does come more naturally to you,” says Leo. “But our
expectations for this season are realistic, of course. Maybe as
the year goes on they will increase, but whether that’s to be
aiming for 15th, 10th or fifth, we dont know. We have to see
where we're at and build our expectations from there, rather
than do it the other way round.

“We are prepared for the unrealistic expectations that
some people will have for us. Because we have the name we
do, people have had different expectations of us all our lives,
whetherit be misbehaving in school, or playing other sports,
so we're used to that. If we win, some people might say, Of
course they won, they’re Mansells’, while others might
downplayit. If we come last, spin off, or cause an accident,
they may add more positives or negatives than if we were just
any other driver and we accept that. If youre not ready to
accept criticism, to listen to it and take it in your stride, then
you shouldn’t be a sportsman.

“But when things do get hard, we've got a pretty good
coach - and we don’t have to pay for him! He’s been involved
in motorsport through the years and seen the ups and downs,
sowe couldn’t learn from anyone better.”

Looking ahead to 2006, Nigel says: “Whether theyre ready
ornot, they've arrived. They've handled it superbly so farand
'mvery proud of them. Do I think they’ll be sensationally
quick straight out of the blocks? No. Do I think they've got
alot of talent? Yes, I certainly do otherwise [ wouldn’t be
supporting them. And do I think over all the races in 2006
theywill have some races where they're ultra competitive?
Yes, I really think they will.”

Greg concludes: “IfI said [ was going out there just to
have fun,I'd be lying. I want to be competitive. But at the
same time I'm just happy to be in Formula BMW, or even
karting, because two or three years ago I never thought I'd
sitinaracing car!” (&
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DAN WHELDON

DanWheldon has the chance to continue Chip Ganassi's title-winning
tradition and send his own reputation into the stratosphere. By DAVID MALSHER

otorsport got anew hero in 2005. He's
British but has made his home - three
ofthem, actually - in the USA. He’s
won the biggest race in the world and
the IndyCartitle, he’s earned millions
of dollars this year, and he’s been
connected to Formula 1 and NASCAR
drives. As Honda’s dream boy, he’s
been able to switch from Andretti Green Racing to Target Chip
(Ganassi Racing for a purportedly huge wage increase. Ifhe
could change it all, one suspects he wouldn’t.

This is Dan Wheldon, superstar. He isn’t driven by the
desire for competition. He’s driven by the desire to succeed.
And now with this momentum behind him, you get the feeling
he'd be a success at anything he tried - tennis, soccer,
kickboxing, whatever.

For now though, he is remaining in motorsport, and
Indycars to be precise. Despite much speculation since
August that he was on his way to F1 - he was linked with
Honda, BMW-Sauber andWilliams - he’s decided to stick
with what he knows.

“Ihad agreed with Julian [Jakobi, his manager] that we'd
only go to Formula 1 if we were completely comfortable with
the deal, and we weren't,” says Wheldon simply. “There was
atest drive offered for 2006, and there was the potential ofa
race drive,butitwasn't. .. [Hisvoice trails off and he pauses,
wanting to get this right]. I didn’t want a guarantee. I don’t
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expect guarantees of race drives. But the way [ am, I'd like
to have some agreement in place whereby if 'm attaining
certain goals, 'm gonna get rewarded. But there’s no way

of distinguishing whether [ was gonna get the race drive or
not, so it could come down to politics, which nine times out
of 10 it does. I wanted some kind of gauge where [ could see
if | was achieving what I needed toin an F1 carornot,and I
couldn’t get that.

“In July or August I got approached by a Formula 1 team,
and mixing the two things - Indycarracing and F1 testing -
was talked about but it was not viable. It really interested
me, but the only way would be to do a deal with Honda, so
at this time of year, when IndyCar has a test-freeze, until the
middle of Januaryyou'd test a Honda F1, do the IRL season,
then go backto F1 testing.

“To be honest, I enjoy America too much to just pick up
and leave. l wouldn't want to be a test driver for three or four
years, because I just love competition. [ enjoy the Indianapolis
500 and I wouldn’t want to be giving that up, [ love the whole

American way ofracing. As long as you're doing well out there,

you're always going to be looked at by Formula 1 teams. The
deal has to beright to do F1. It doesn’t grab me so much that
I'd just give up everything in America. I respect what people
have done for me in America. In 1999, there was not a place
forme in Europe any more, and there was in America, so to
turn round and say, ‘Stick it to you guys, 'm gonna bail at the

first offer I get in Formula 1’ seems kinda shallow. I've =»
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= always been taken care of in America, so that would
certainly be a factorin any decision. I wouldn’t say Indycars
isan end initself, but it's somewhere [ would say right now
that 'm happy.”

And no-one should doubt him. In 1999, Wheldon found
that no-one in Britain or Europe wanted him, despite an
excellent Formula Ford campaign racing the likes of Jenson
Button, Marcos Ambrose and Nicolas Kiesa. Then he had the
world on his shoulders; now he has it at his feet. That'swhy a
lot of people are surprised that he’s not heading to F1. So what
about the possibility of switching to NASCAR, America’s most
popular form of motorsport? Jakobi has more than hinted at
that recently, and Ganassi of course has his fingers in both
IndyCarand NASCAR pies. ..

“Right now, I'm just going to do the IndyCarthing,” says
Wheldon “but of course Chip’s operation has the potential
to do NASCAR. To have the possibility to move down to
Charlotte and tryit is interesting. I'm definitely going to push
him to have a goin aNASCAR, forsure, and I told Chip when
[signed that [ definitely want to do more than just IndyCar
next year because our season is only 14 races long.”

He certainly seems undaunted by the prospect of going
into uncharted territory, where no-one from outside the US
has succeeded.

“No-one has everreally committed to it before, or done the
right programme leading into it,” he points out. “I know Jeff
Gordon, Jimmie Johnson, Greg Biffle, Brian Vickers and Kevin
Harvick and I've spoken to them a lot about it because we've
become friends. It's a different style of racing and requires a
different feel. You don’t drive to your potential, you drive to the
potential of the tyres and the car. If you overstep that, it kills
your speed over the whole stint. So there’s a way and a method
to drive them, and you've got to do the Busch series in orderto
learn that. I wouldn’t have a problem with doing 36 races a
year or whatever: that would be mega. The more racing you
can do the better.”

He’s not just blowing hot air: this is a man deeply

Right: Don't be
taken in by the

smile. Ganassiisa
hard task master!

Below: Dixon's only
winin the last two
seasons came at
Watkins Gien.
Now, out go Toyota
engines and Panoz
chassis, in come
Honda, Dallara

and Wheldon

enthusiastic about his racing, and his standing within the
motorsport world. Rumour has it that Ganassi and/or Honda
and/orTarget have quadrupled his basic salary from what was
offered by Andretti Green Racing. But he says moneywasn’t a
motivational factor. (“If you can win as manyraces as | have
done,you can make up forit in prize money!”)

The message that comes through loud and clearis that
Wheldon has moved to Chip Ganassi because it will improve
still further his standing within the IndyCar community and
around the world. Should he considerably improve the
fortunes of the 2003 championship-winning team which
has scored just one win in the past two seasons, some of that
will be put down to the team’s switch to a Dallara-Honda
package. But alot of credit will also be sent the way of
DWheldon Esq. And he knows it.

“My motivation nowis to win in a different team. I'm still
young, and it would be unbelievable to win the 500 ina
different team. That would raise my profile as well, so that’s
abig deal. The reason I'm going to Chip is because [ feel I can
win races with Chip and win the 500 in his car; it’s not because
I don’t think I can with Andretti Green. I believe I can with
them too, but I'd like to try doing it with a different team. It
would help my career and my profile, so now was the right
time to doit. [ feel I'm going from a winning operationto a
winning operation.”

Undoubtedly, but Chip Ganassi is not known for allowing
anything he perceives as underperformance. Not a worry
forWheldon.

“The way he talks is he’s really motivated to win. He'’s a
real straight-shooter. The relationship will be simple: if we're
doing real well, we're gonna have a great relationship: if we're
not, we're not going to have one! He hasn’t said that, but that’s
afeeling  got, and that’s perfect for me. I'm only interested in
doing well. I've shown I can win races in a good car - I've won
nine, 've won Indy, and I've won the championship, so that
has taken the pressure off me.”

You've got to credit his self-confidence. He’s surely never
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going to find as cosy arelationship as he had at AGR.

His team-mates Tony Kanaan, Dario Franchitti and Bryan
Herta were all supportive, something which Dan’s happy
to acknowledge.

“Before [ started with AGR, ifyou'd asked me whether there
was any chance that four team-mates as competitive as we all
are would get along, I'd have said there was no chance. But it
worked so well because there was alot of respect there. I was

always the baby of the family, so that helped. All of them
helped me throughout. When I first went to short ovals [
struggled. In particular, at Nazareth | was terrible, absolutely
terrible in testing. It requires a technique

that I wasn't particularly comfortable with,
but Dario sat with me all day saying try
this, try that, do this, do that. It was ten to
five in the afternoon, and I'd used every set
of new tyres, so I'd already screwed my
chances of doing a good lap time and then
we made a few last-minute changes,
nothing to lose, just tryit. And suddenly,
despite old tyres, | went four tenths
quicker with these changes than my best

all day. And then I went and won the race!

“Another example was Japan in 2004. In Europe I was
always a right-foot braker, but you tend to switch to left for
ovals and  wasn’t comfortable with it, but I went along with it
because it had the potential to be significantly quicker. In the
first session at Motegi, the car felt pretty quick, but [ wasn't
getting my timing right in Turns 3 and 4. Turns 1 and 2 are
comfortably flat, but 3 and 4 are really difficult: you enter real
fast,you brake at the last moment, you downshift two gears
and then you're straight back on the power. The way [ was
doing it was upsetting the balance of the car, so l was braking
earlier than I needed to, and then picking up the power earlier
too, so that was making the exit difficult as well. I ended up
something like 12th or 15th quickest after the first day. The
moment testing’s finished, you normally go right back to the

RISKY BUSINESS

BRYAN HERTA ON WHELDON'S
FORMULA 1CHANCES

“ITHINK Dan’s good
enoughto makeitto
Formula 1, butldon’t
pretendto knowthe
political situation there —
how much chancethere

is of him getting in with
agoodteam.|lgetthe
impression there’salot of
cynicismin F1 foranything
thatisn'tF1,soldon’treally
Know how his successin
Indycars has been viewed.
That's a pity, because he's
had the greatest season
anyone’'s ever hadinthe
10-year history of this
series,and thatdoesn’t
happen by accident.

“One ofthe things that
impressed me—continues
to impress me—with Dan
is how he identifies
weaknessesin himselfand
works toimprove them.
Forexample, when he first
cametothe seriesin 2003,
he really struggled on the
short ovals,and | mean
reallystruggled: he didn't
know howto drive them or
even what he wanted from
the carto make himself fast
there. But he locked atthe
data frormn my carand from
Tony’'sand Dario’s cars, and
he wentthrough itwith his
engineer, learned what he

should be doing, learned
whatthe carshould be
doingto get the optimum
performance, and he
became one ofthe
toughest guys outthere
onshortovals. He just
keptlearning,and | think
he would apply that
methodologyto F1 and
make it work for him.

“Dan’s gota great talent,
and he proved on the street
and road courses that his
talentforthose hasn't
gone away. Hewon at St
Petersburg [street] and was
leading at Sears Point [road
course] when he ran out of
gas. Hewins because he's
good. Sure, he waswith a
greatteam, butwhythe
needto knock someone
because they're
successful? Fernando
Alonsao’swith agreatteam
too: he couldn’t have
driven to the world title
with a Minardi, could he?

“ltwould be the easiest
thingin the world for Dan to
stayin Indycars where he’s
comfortable and not lay his
reputationonthelineinF1.
Butllike people who are up
forachallenge.|told himif
he had ashottodo F1 with
a goodteam, he should

“MY MOTIVATION
NOWIS TOWININ
ADIFFERENT TEAM.
THATWOULD
HELPMY CAREER
ANDMY PROFILE"
DANWHELDON

hotel because there’s nothing to do there. But I said to Tony,
“You've gotta stay with me and help me: it’s there but I'm just
not doing it quite right’. So we sat down with the data, and he
wanted to go after 20 minutes, and I said, No, you've gotta sit
right here and help. I know it can work’,

“In the end he went over everything, and he sat there for
an hour and a half with me. The next morning, we went out
for the morning practice and he was first and I was second.
In qualifying, I got the pole, then I won the race and he was
second. It was classic, but he took it really well: none of
them have problems with that.”

Being the self confessed ‘baby of the
family’, Dan was probably cut more
slack than anyone else. But no-one can
deny he picked up this loose end and
turned an inch into a mile. And there
was the bonus of being the least
experienced member of a four-driver
team, and therefore not feeling
compelled to reciprocate his team-
mates’ help. The fact that Kanaan,
Franchitti and Herta were prepared to
help him suggests either they're team
players above and beyond the call of duty, or that Wheldon is
a compelling character who is damn nearimpossible to refuse.

There’ll be none of that next year. Scott Dixon is avery
different character, keeps himselfto himself, butWheldon
doesn’t foresee potential problems.

“Scott’s different from the three team-mates I've had,” says
Wheldon. “They were all high-profile, whereas although
Scott’s been champion, he stays below the radar. He's a good
guy and he’s highly motivated. But everything will be fine. All
the teams encourage you to crosstlow data and information
on set-ups. I know him pretty well, he was in the PacWest
Champ Carteam when [ was in the Indy Lights team, so ['ve
seen him about for a while. He's very motivated too: he now
feels he has top equipment with the Dallara-Honda. | =

take the risk. He's made
such a name for himselfin
the USthatifit didnt work

“IFHEHADA
SHOTWITHA
GOODTEAM, HE
SHOULDDOIT”
BRYANHERTA

out forwhatever reasonin
F1, like it didn’t for Cristiano
da Matta, he would always
find a seat back here.So
yeah, he should go forit.”
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Gs know I'd be pissed off and more motivated than everifI'd people like him or not, that he’s 100 per cent focused on ways to improve the carand in particular the cockpit. But
had the last two years he’s had.” success, and he doesn’t agree as such. He laughs, pretends really, you're talking to a guy who's not the best at judging
Rest assured though, if Dixon initially proves quicker than to be thrown by the question and turns to one of his what’s safe and what isn’t. I try not to think about any of that
Wheldon, it won't be forlong. Dan will analyse all his data, management team Mickey Ryan: “Hey, do 1 care if people stuff. Dario isvery good at that: he analyses it, he even puts
and act onit: that's the way he is. He will work on it until he like me?” carbonfibre on his raceboot where he thinks it can protect
has the edge: that’s how good he is. Among successful drivers “Yeah, I think so, butit’s an individual sport so you gotta him. But I just worry about the other stuff: I try not to drive
in top-line championships, look out fornumberone...” Ryan replies. dangerous, and I try to make sure I'm at the front, because
R o uyr : TR : '
determination and an ability to channel I D B E MORE Silence. that way you're giving yourself the best chance of being fine.
that as a positive force are two of their “Yeah,I wanna be liked. . .” ventures The day he meets someone with a similar mentality, there
strongest features. What makes MOTI VATE D THAN Wheldon. will be a hell of a confrontation. But for now, I doubt there is
Wheldon’s character fascinating is that EVER IF I D HAD Silence, this time broken by Autosport. anyone in IndyCar with the game so completely sussed. New
determination is so near the surface. TH E LAST TWO But that’s abonusisn'tit? That’s not the team ornot, it would be a considerable surprise if someone
Sure, there’s a facade of being laid-back, YE ARS TH AT main goal: the main goal is success, right? other than Dan Wheldon won the 2006 title.
but the words and the piercing stare are i o “Oh no, that makes me sound like areal From there, who knows? But wherever he goes, he'll make
gi};fﬁwa}fs that a{rjl}lf;;tt}lller;spect oflife D IXO N S H AD mmherf_”‘*“r!“ ﬁa}? Dan Eﬂtl‘;{altﬁ?gi}-(cr{j}lnﬂc it work. He’s that kind of hero. @
will be consume e desire to expression on his face. “Look, I think the
succeed in motorsport. Is it so near the DA N WH ELDON thing I've learned in motorracing is that if
surface because he isn’t smart enough to youre winning, you'll have as many friends F R O M B A D TO CI O O D
hide it? No, this man is seriously canny. It's so nearthe surface ~ asyou need. Ifyou aren’t, no-one gives a shit about you. There
because (a) he can’t coverit up,and (b) because it’s are too many other drivers in this sport that you can be DIXON ON GANASSI CRASHES
psychologically to his advantage that everyone - in particular ~ replaced with. And I think there’s also not many who are >
his rivals — know just how powerful is his will to win. focused enough to win championships. There are a lot of AN D WH ELDON 5 ARRIVAL
Putitto Wheldon that he doesn’t really give a damn if drivers who can win races out there, but I don’t think there’s
aton who can win titles. Maybe as you get a bit more focused “THETOYOTAPanozwas more,leavinguseven less
you become a bit more tough. That’s the truth. very sensitive to rear ride downforce. ltwasa
“Forexample, in 2003 I was arookie and I crashed cars: it’s heightontheovals.You'd  difficult situation.
a difficult environment. And at that point it amazed me that have good grip at the rear, Now I've driven the
people were so quick to say,'Oh, let’s give up on him’. And but then suddenlyyou'd Dallara a couple of times
then you've gotta think of them as your friends when you've have none, andit’s quite and it’s definitely a very
made it? Come on! Butif I'm friendly with someone, it’s difficulttogetaroundthat. differentcar. The factthat
genuine. [ like to think I'm a very genuine person. Mickey will In 2003 [when Dixon Dan’s coming from using

tell you, if 'm mad at him, I'll tell him, ‘I thinkyou f**ed up,you = won the title] and 04 the apackage [Dallara-Honda]
were completely out of order’. But that'sit, that's where itstops  carfeltverynumbtothat, thatwe are moving to will

and two minutes later, we're fine: 'm not going to not be his so you had control help us big time. He will
friend just because of one incident!” through awiderange,but  bring knowledge and we
Out on track though, Wheldon is a different man, and in’05Sweweren'treally can all learn off that. Dan
apparently fearless. “IndyCar has the potential to be sure of it... which meant did asuperb job thisyear,
., dangerous: there’s alot of times in trafficwith lessdownforce =~ we crashed alot. We also soit’s going to be great to
< when a carwill shoot up the track, and you learn whose does didn’t have the power of work with him next
E that. It’s always a concern because you see the big accidents, the others, so we were season. I'm looking
& but to be fair, the Indy Racing League is always thinking of always trying to trim out forwardtoit.”
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JUSTDESERTS

How rally raiders fly over the toughest terrain in motorsport. By ALLAN McNISH
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[MTETEI TRACK TEST

oyou like sand?’ said the cryptic
text message on my mobile phone.
[t was from the editor of Autosport,
s0 my suspicions were aroused yet
further. “Yes, I typed in response,
‘as long as there is a nice ocean
attached to it’. Another mysterious
message came back: ‘Howwould
you like to go on a little adventure?’

A couple of weeks later and my initial fears that I'd be
driving one of those sand yacht contraptions on a wet and
windy British beach have been dispelled. Instead,I'min
Erfoud in Morocco. 1 arrive under the cover of darkness, so
it's only the next morning, the day of the track test, that I
appreciate that I have spent the night in an amazing hotel that
is, quite literally, in the middle of nowhere. I was excited about
the prospect of driving a rally raid car anyway, but the chance
todoitin its true habitat, rather than around some damp and
dreary airfield in Bedfordshire, was impossible to turn down.

There is nothing, zip, nada to see all around. Just sand, sand
and more sand. Except fora couple of Red Bull-branded quad
bikes in the courtyard and the order of follow me’ from
Volkswagen motorsport chief Kris Nissen before we blast off
into the featureless beyond. We arrive at the start of a test
stage that VWhas carved out of this northerly fringe of the
Sahara desert. Two shiny Red Bull Volkswagen Race Touaregs
are here: one is the 2006 ‘Race 2’version that is undergoing
reliability testing and suspension development, the otheris an
‘05-spec carthat’s seen plenty of active service, and would be
atmy disposal for the entire afternoon.

The cars look fantastic. For a start, they’re taller than I am
and I can even fit my head inside the wheel arch. If there was
aDTM for SUVs, then thisis it.

My introduction to the discipline would be alongside
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Bruno Saby, Volkswagen’s reigning cross-country rally raid
World Cup champion. I'm not a particularly good passenger,
but sitting next to a world champion gives you a fuzzy feeling
of security. It means he’s the best there is at this game - he’s
not going to do anything stupid, is he?

Offwe go, and when we come to the first serious jump,

[ think he’s going to brake. He's got to. But no, he keeps the
throttle nailed and changes up. This guy’s amadman! As we
fly into the air, 'm thinking there is no way we're getting out of
this; we're going to be splattered across the desert. Thisisiit.
want to phone my mum and say goodbye. [ am going to die.

Then, and only then, do you realise this car spends most
ofits life in the air, on this sort of terrain at least. This caris
A-M-A-Z-I-N-G. It can drive over almost anything you can see
in the desert and at speeds of up to 100mph. And I'm not going
to die after all. Good news all round.

Having said that, my stomach feels like it’s a kilometre
behind me to start with, butit’s just about caught up by the
end. Nowit’s my turn. Oh boy, 'm going to enjoy this. Then
Nissen ruins it all by turning to me as I'm strapping myselfin
and saying: “Allan, you know, these cars can roll really easily.”
Justwhat I needed to hear. ..

In the cockpit, you feel quite enclosed, which is strange
because it’s a wide old cabin - I could stretch my right arm out
and only just be able to touch the co-driver. The layout is well
thought out, as you'd expect. The gearleveris an automatic
‘grab’ away from the steering wheel. The clutch, throttle and
brake are in a nice position, so you could heel and toe ifyou
really wanted to, not that you have to. The clutch is nice and
gentle, and getting started is just like you'd do in aroad car.

You have to shift up early because the revrange is
restricted, with it being diesel, but once you're away there’s
no need to touch the clutch, up or down. The gearshift
itselfis very precise whether the caris in the air, on the

ground or going sideways.

The last thing I thought I'd say about driving a car on sand
is thatit has alot of grip. But it has! [ was a little apprehensive
on my first lap, but by my second I had a bit of confidence and,
by my third tour, I was enjoying every moment. When you
understand it’s all under control - even though you realise
your inputs are not 100 per cent because you're still learning -
the capability to recover the carifyou get out of shape is there.

Approaching a bump that looks like it’s going to really jolt
the car, you assume you'd take it easy, but you don’t, you take
it flat. Saby’s co-driver, Michel Périn, is my guide and he’s
shouting ‘Stay! Stay" meaning keep my right foot buried to the
bulkhead, so that’s what I do. On a circuit you knowwhat's
coming next 99 per cent of the time. In this environment, you
only know five per cent of what’s over the next jump or around
the corner, so any input from the co-driveris invaluable.

In fact, keeping the carflat out over the bumps made it
more settled. Bizarrely, and I know this is going to sound
weird, it was much like an IRL IndyCar on an oval in that
respect. When I tested at Fontana for Penske, I was lapping
initially at 205mph and it felt really nervous, especially when
[ was lifting off to turn in. [ was thinking, T'm not sure how the
heckI'm going to average 225mph when it handles like this’,
but once you kept your toe in, in seemed to squat down and
was much calmer. It seemed like the dampers needed to be
working harder to be more effective.

The most impressive aspect of the vehicle’s dynamics
is under braking. It is tremendously efficient, which was
another massive surprise in the sand. In some cars, like the
Audi R8, I right-foot brake. In others, like a Formula 1 car,

[ left-foot brake. It depends what feels more natural to me.
In this, [ felt [ had to left-foot brake. Without even thinking
about it, when I came to the first corner on the first lap, my
left foot shot across to the pedal. -



Left: Nishy straps
into the co-driver’'s
seat for his wild
run with Saby

Below: The
powerful Vee Dub
floats across the
sand with ease

Below right: VW
motorsport boss
Nissen (left)
shares Nishy's
enthusiasm for
the Touareq

Bottom: The ex-F1
racer and Le Mans
winner gets set
to have some fun

KRIS NISSEN Q&A

VOLKSWAGEN MOTORSPORT

DIRECTOR

BWHAT'SITLIKE
TORUNAMAJOR
MOTORSPORT
PROJECTFROM
THEMIDDLEOF
THEDESERT?

“From one side thisis
avery professional effort,
andwe’reinittowinup
againstthe likes of
Mitsubishi, BMW, Nissan
and Schlesser. Atthe
same timewe’reinthe
middle of nowhere, and
we need to rely on each
other. If someone has a
problem, we look after
them. It's a bit like when

| started racing 25 years
ago.Youdon'tgoand
leave someone behind if
they are on theirroof. It's
a big family, butwe're

racing against each other

at a high level every day.”

HWHATDID YOUFIRST
THINKWHENYOUHAD

ARIDEINONEOF
THESECARS?

“Inthe first few metres

| thought the driverwas
trying to impress me and
thatwe were going to
crash! I've ridden with all
my drivers now, and they
are all fantastic. You
always wonder, ‘'how can
the car take these bumps
atsuch high speed and
howdo they climb these
hills? Very impressive.”

B AFTERWINNINGTHE
WORLDCUPIN 2005,
CANVWWINTHE
DAKARIN’067?

“It's the first time we have
a proper chance towin.
The carandtheteamare
very good. The speed s
enough, so | think from

a technical, driving and
team side, we have a fair
chancetobeatthe
opposition. In 2004 they
were simply playing with
us. Last time, we were as
quick as them. Thistime
it's going to be great.”
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GOOD-LOOKING BODY

Carbonfibre composite body panels only
make up 2.8 per cent of the new Race
Touareg 2's overall weight. Cooling has
been optimised with larger air intakes,
but CFD calculations show the drag
coefficient has been lowered

REAR OF THE YEAR

Punctures are inevitable on the Dakar, so

a new hatch has been built into the
bodywork to allow easier access to the

four spares it carries at the rear. New
hydraulic jacks have been designed to
automatically extend at the flick of a switch

FOXY SUSPENDERS

Suspension arms have been designed
so they are diagonally interchangeable,
so a front-right can be used on a rear-
left corner. This not only saves
manufacturing costs, but also aids
logistics in the middle of the desert
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McNish leaves his
mark on the

TECH SPEC

“IF THERE WAS A DTM FOR SUVs,
THEN THIS IS IT” ALLAN McNISH

ENGINE 2.5-litre, five-cylinderin-line TDI diesel GEARBOX Longitudinally-mounted six-speed
engine with two-stage turbochargers sequential ™~
ECU Bosch CLUTCH Hydraulically-operated three-plate (ceramic) }.“F‘?E'
RESTRICTOR  39mm BRAKES Frontand rear vented discs 320mm; '
POWER 275bhp aluminium brake calipers (six-piston front
TORQUE More than 400Ib ft and four-piston rear)
TOPSPEED 115mph WHEELS 7inx16in
LUBRICATION Drysump SUSPENSION Double wishbone, two spring/damper units
TYRES BF Goodrich 235-85/16 perwheel
DRIVELINE Four-wheel drive, three mechanical WHEELBASE 2820mm
differentials with viscous locking WIDTH 1750mm
CHASSIS Steel spaceframe LENGTH 4171mm
BODYWORK  Carbonfibre composite TRACK 1750mm
STEERING Servo assisted rack and pinion HEIGHT 1762mm e
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Despite the Race
Touareqg's overall
size, the cockpit
areaiscompact

TRACK TEST {/ T

FORCING THE ISSUE

TWIN TURBOS GIVE THE DIESEL-
ENGINED TOUAREG ITS HUGE GRUNT

ONEOF the most
remarkable aspects of
this monstrous machine
s its power delivery, even
if the statistics appear
underwhelming on paper.
The 2.5-litre, twin-
turbocharged, in-line five
cylinder diesel motor
produces just 275bhp,
100 of which are provided
by the turbos. However, in
the cockpit, the torque is
mind-blowing and it feels
like the power delivery will
go on forever as you pull

Engine development
chief Donatus Wichelhaus
explains: “This system
pays dividends, especially
with diesel engines which
run permanently
unrestricted and operate
with maximum airflow.
With this combustion
principle, the poweris
controlled solely by the
injection of diesel.”

VW motorsport boss
Kris Nissen underlines the
importance of using oil-
burning motors: "VW sells

through the gears. alot of diesel cars and, of
Theturbosystemworks course,it’s fantasticto
intwo stageswith a competeinaclasswhere

smaller unit producing
compression at lower revs,
giving the response
required to get you out of
deep sand, while a larger,
low pressure charger
generates boost pressures
required forthe higher-
speed sections of the
Dakar. Aload-dependent
exhaust valve regulates

you can use a diesel
engine with a fairchance
against petrol engines.
“The Dakar regulations
allow a lot of freedom, so
it's only the size of the air
restrictor and the weight
and the travel of the
suspensionthatare
controlled—therestis
mainly open. It’s good for

the stepped charging by the engineers—theylearn
continuously divertingthe alot,soit'sgreatfroma
exhaust gas flowbetween technical pointof view.”
1800 and 3000rpm. Charles Bradley

THIS CAR IS AMAZING. IT CAN DRIVE OVER ANYTHING IN THE DESERT!

L= Youcanbalance the Touareg very well coming into the
corners and then balance it towards the rearin a controlled,
gentle movement. Then you can play with the throttle on the
exit. Even from sixth gear, flat out, 1 was braking only 100
metres before a corner. The front dives, but it is efficient
braking, and the rear doesn’t move around too much either.
Allveryimpressive.

The way the car soaks up individual bumps is also very
special. Of course, each wheel is independently sprung, but
this feels different, this feels like every wheel is soaking up
every nook and cranny that the desert throws at it. Ifyou do hit
arut sideways, the wheel just plops up and down, so what
should be a crisis is not even a drama. [ only felt areally big
kick from the back axle when I landed heavily over a big jump,
and it made a clanging noise like a lorry going over a speed
bump. Butit settled very quickly, so there were no
repercussions, which would be crucial at high speed.

The suspension travel is an outrageous 25cm, although
they've trimmed that back with the 2006 car. You're on full
droop as you're flying and full bump when you're landing
back down, butit’s also got to be well damped, because you
can’t have the carrolling too much. Even though the surface
is loose, you still have to load the tyres to make them work.

The car inspired confidence much more quickly than|
thought it would. The aspect I found most difficult to adapt to
was turning in sand that was heavily rutted. If you got into an
understeer,you had to carryalot of throttle in alowgearto
stop it from bogging down. | assume it was the sand actually
enveloping the wheel, but that was difficult to see from inside
the cockpit. It made me aware that I had to get the car going
from the rear axle to stop the front from nosing in.

Engine-wise, obviously there was a huge amount of torque,
which gets you out of a lot of trouble, I'm sure. You're not
always going to be doing the right speed in the appropriate
gearwhen you hit soft sand, so you're going to get in trouble
and need all the help you can get. If you get stuck halfway up

a dune, the only way forward, strangely enough, is backwards.

What I found with the dunes was that you didn’t have to go
straight over them. There was a technique in turning the car
onto the top of the dune with two wheels, but the downside of
that is you lessen your steering capability, so your angle of
attack has to be right. To be fast over the ground when you're
faced with dune after dune is technically demanding. Sure,
the damping and wheel travel can cope with the ruts and
bumps out there, but how to read and negotiate the big dunes
is only something you learn from experience. That’s not
something I can learn in an afternoon, but I can appreciate
thereis aknacktoit.

Even though I was driving on a well-used track, it was still
tricky to pick out exactly where the route went. I found myself
looking way ahead to pick up the track, quite the opposite to
howyou'd look at arace track, and how they do that off GPS

amazes me. [t must be areal suckit and see experience. Again,

this is when the experienced co-driver comes in, coupled with
knowing when to keep the throttle mashed ornot!

There was a precision required to driving this carwhich,
to be honest, I did not expect. You're driving on amoving
surface, not asphalt, so  had figured it was going to be hugely
unpredictable. But my fears were allayed in a single run, and
[ went from ‘I can feel this to “this is actually really good fun’'to
‘how can I cut the line at this corner and go through it faster?’

You have to have commitment to drive a carlike this in the
environment in which it operates. You have to have total faith
in your co-driver, because he knows what is over that next hill,
butit’s up to you whetheryou have the throttle down ornot.
Michel and Iused a‘danger one’ and ‘danger two’ system, with
the latter meaning there were two danger areas coming up,
one after another. Of course, ifyou messed up the first one you
were in real trouble for the second.

['ve never had anyone telling me what to do in a racing car
before. [ remember Richard Burns telling me it was worth half
a second a kilometre, but I always likened it to driving fast

along a countryroad with your girlfriend or wife chattering
away while you're trying to focus — much to their disgust! But

[ found the information I was being given easy to absorb. The
flow of information was timely, not too close to the next corner
but not too far away that it might go in one earand out the
other. | presume that’s building up the rapport.

Getting out of the car,] had a massive smile on my face.

[ can see now why Colin McRae immediately said he’'d do
another Dakar after competing in his first one. Doing the
Dakar proper, | would imagine it’s like doing the Sebring 12
Hours every day for three weeks. The g-force wouldn't be
anything like as severe as driving a sportscar, but the constant
steering input and kick-back would be incredibly demanding,
as well as the heat inside the cockpit.

This carwould drive overjust about anything. Driving it
in competition is one thing, but imagine having one in your
garage on the edge of the desert. It would be the ultimate toy
that you could play in wherever the hell you liked.

I've driven some of the best cars in the world in F1,
sportscars and the IRL, but this is in its own league. The Dakar
effectively exists in its own motorsport continent for a start,
which just adds to that unique character. You usually get
camels here, not cars! You don’t get sandstorms in Spa, but we
had one here as soon as we'd finished the test.

Testing this carwas an experience I'll never forget - it felt
as special as the first time [ drove an F1 carwhen the most
powerful thing I'd driven until then was F3. When Nissen
asked, “Do you want anotherrun?” it was more a case of
“When are you going to tell me to stop?” [ would have driven
around into the night, given the chance.

['was asked if I fancied a little adventure, well [ imagine
contesting the Dakar would be a majoradventure. You'd have
so many things thrown at you constantly during the three
weeks, it would be fantastic.

Which reminds me, Kris,isn't it about time we talked about
your 2007 Dakar line-up?
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ANDDELIVER

. INTERVIEW World rally legend Carlos Sainz tells DAVID EVANS how he’s gearing
up for his biggest motorsport challenge to date: taming the infamous Dakar Rally

akaris a great leveller. No matter how
much a driver has seen, done orwon, it
pales into insignificance when they sign
up for arguably the world’s hardest,
longest, most arduous and probably
dangerous event of the year. No wonder
Carlos Sainz sounds a little unsure.

After 16 years at the top of world
rallying, the most successful driver of all will begin a new
adventure in Lisbon on New Year’s Eve, when he fires up his
Volkswagen Race Touareg for the first of the 5619 miles
1 which lie ahead. Dakarmakes the mind boggle, and makes
| little sense to World Rally Championship regulars.

5 The details are wild: the opening section is a breeze at 51
miles. On January 3, however, Sainz and the rest of the field
will drive flat out for the same distance as a full world rally.
After a night’s sleep, with just canvas between him and the
stars, he’ll do the same again - for four days solid, in fact.
Then, on reaching the Senegal coast, he’ll get a day off.

After 24 hours’rest — and possibly a half-decent shower -
he’ll be at it again, this time for the 372-mile ‘jaunt’ from
Nouakchott to Kiffa. After signing off from the world
championship to spend more time with his family, the
obvious question for the 43-year-old is, why?

“Dakar 7s one of motorsport’s biggest challenges,” says the
double world champion. “It's something I have been thinking
about doing for some time, so I was happy when the chance
came to do it this year. Now I have to wait and see ifI like it...”

Sainz’s former team-mate Colin McRae is sure the
Spaniard will like it. The Scot has emerged from two Dakars
and would have loved to have had a shot at a third this time.

“Carlos will go very well,” says McRae. “We sawin the
world championship that he was always an adaptable driver
and he’ll learn quickly how to approach Dakar. And as for the

. outright speed, he'll have that over and above anybody else in
| dﬂ« the rally. He’ s still fresh from the wc:rld champmnshjp, he’ll

] e".rent even though it’s new to him.”
Npt everything is completely new to Sainz. He has already
| -:f'.-;=: Cot W_ﬂm Baja event in Portugal, where he set fastest

times in the VW, But that’s Europe, not Africa.

“Iwould have liked to have done an African-type event
before Dakar,” says the Spaniard. “There are certain things
in Dakaryou need to know about - like the sand dunes, and I
don’t have any experience of them.”

As previous years have shown, the dunes of the Sahara
desert are usually where this event is won or lost. McRae
knows full well what a hostile place they can be at the best of
times. He was forced to spend the night in the Sahara in 2004
when his Nissan suffered transmission trouble. Earlier this
year, his second attempt at Dakar came to a shuddering halt
in the dunes after a sandstorm.

McRae explains: “It’s all about reading the surface that
you're driving on and knowing how hard you want to go
and how hard you can go. That's really not easy. Then you get
into the dunes and it can get even harder when you've got to
stay on course while picking your way round them. All you
can see is sand and you've got to try to keep the speed up
and not go off course. This is where you need two sets of eyes.
Carlos has avery experienced navigatorin Andy Schulz,
which will help him a lot. It’s an area where experience
counts: you need to make sure you can see all the holes in
the sand ahead ofyou.”

It was one of those holes which caught McRae out.

“When I crashed, I was caught out by a sandstorm,” he
says. “The storm had blown the sand across all of the holes
and filled them in so you couldn’t see where they were at all.
That wasn’t an experience thing — Grégoire de Mevius was
caught out by the same sort of thing, and he’s done the event
many times. But that is the kind of thing Dakar can do, it’s
another aspect of the rally. It’s another thing that makes this
like no other event. IfThad been a metre to the left, | would
have been fine - as it was we had a big crash.”

Crashingis nothing new in rallying; it’s part and parcel of
the sport. What doesn’t go hand-in-hand is the serious threat
to personal safety, which is a constant feature of the Dakar.
When McRae was stuck in the sand overnight he found
himself confronted by some of the more intimidating-looking
locals. Locals with guns.

“That is pretty scary,”recalls McRae. “At the time we

didn’t know if they were bandits or the army. ..”

The business end of an AK47is not the prettiest of sights
whoever’s holding it and that ever-present threat is in the
back of every Dakar driver’s mind.

“At the moment I'm not thinking about breaking down,”
says Sainz. “I'm not thinking about the possibility that I might
have to stop the car and then sleep through the night in the
middle of the desert. IfI do have to do that, then okay - I'll get
on with it. Of course,  know the stories about the men with
guns, butit’s best not to think about them - and then hope
we don’t see any of them.”

As much as this is a great challenge and adventure for
Sainz, it’s also the competitive element which draws himin.
It's about driving as fast as you can for 15 days without
breaking the car - it's what Sainz is all about. But he’s talking
down his chances of another big win to add to his record-
breaking 26 WRCvictories.

“It will be hard to beat Mitsubishi,” he says. “And I'm not
just talking about myself. This is the same for the other
Volkswagen drivers, people like Giniel de Villiers or Jutta
[Kleinschmidt] who all have good Dakar experience. The
dunes is one area where I will find it hard to start with. This
is why I wanted to do an event before — something like the
Cross Country event in Dubai would have been good, but it
wasn't possible. Okay, | have done some testing in the dunes,
but what good is playing in the sand for one or two hours?
You need to be going flat out in there and finding out what
is happeningin an event.”

The one thing Sainz has done is train. Physically, the Dakar
will be harder than anything he’s done before.

“There is no comparison between the rallies, like there is
no real comparison between the cars,” he points out. “Maybe
for the rally you could look back to some of the old five-day
Safaris, but this is going to be something different again. This
is going to be very, very hard work. I am ready for the hard
work. [ have been doing more work in the gym, some special
preparation and getting myselfinto good physical form. Part
of the problem is that, again,  don’t really knowwhat to
expect from the event. I'll find out soon enﬂugh &

In four days in fact. =

5';': 1 q'.ﬁ- -
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SEASONREVIEW Zytek, Audiand Pescarolo battled hard for Le Mans Endurance
Series honours, the French squad taking the title at the final race. By GARY WATKINS

twas all change at the top of the Le Mans Endurance Series

in 2005. The inaugural year of the championship had been

about Audi, which took a clean sweep of the races with the

British Velogx squad. This time the German manufacturer’s

R8 won only once over the course of amuch more open

contest. S0 open, in fact, that nine drivers in five different

cars went to the series finale in with a chance of taking the
overall crown.

The Istanbul 1000km in November looked like it was going
to be a classic. Hayanari Shimoda had leapfrogged into the
championship lead with an outstanding performance
together with Tom Chilton in the works Zytek at the
Nirburgring, while Pescarolo Sport drivers Emmanuel
Collard and Jean-Christophe Boullion, the erstwhile
championship leaders, were just three points behind.

Justto make the battle for the LMP1 prototype title even
more intriguing, the ORECA Audi and Creation Autosportif
drivers remained within mathematical range. And there were
even a couple of other contenders in Martin Short and Vanina
Ickx. Their Rollcentre Dallara wasn’t competitive, but three
thirds and a fourth meant they were only two points behind
Pescarolo as the LMES headed for Turkey.

TheIstanbul race did turn out to be a thriller, but not as
faras the championship went. Shimoda had suffered a
frightening 165mph accident while on A1 Grand Prix duty
the previous weekend in Australia and was in no fit state
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to lead the Zytek challenge.

The team brought in Caspar Elgaard, who had won the
Spa opener together with the Japanese and fellow Dane John
Nielsen, as back-up and opted for a conservative run in order
to secure second in the championship and the automatic
entry for the Le Mans 24 Hours that went with it.

Collard and Boullion duly collected the title and did it with
their second win of the season. So at least they were crowned
in style. The French pair were worthy champions, but doubts
will always remain about what would have happened had
Shimoda been fullyfit.

The Pescarolo-Judd C60 and the Zytek 04S were strong on
different types of circuit. The formerhad a clear horsepower
advantage thanks to the larger-diameter air-restrictor
afforded to cars running to the latest aerodynamic rules. That
explained why it was on top when it could stretch its legs, as at
Monza in July. The lightweight 04S — an old-style LMP675 car
running a smallerrestrictor —was in a class of its own around
anything that might be described as a handling circuit, most
notably the Niirburgring.

Istanbul’s long straights would have suited the Pescarolo,
but then the wet conditions on race day would probably have
played into Zytek’s hands. The carhad won in the wet at Spa,
although Pescarolo had twice been unlucky behind the safety
car. S0 many questions, but no answers.

What we did get was a thrilling race between the Pescarolo

and the French-run Audi driven by Allan McNish and
Stephane Ortelli. Areduction in power by five per cent and
50kg of ballastimposed on the old-generation of LMP900
prototypes tookits toll on the Audi and it wasn’t competitive in
the dry. Come the wet, however, it was right up there, witness
victory in dreadful conditions at Silverstone in August and
then the close second place in Turkey.

The German carwas also looking set for a strong result at
Spa thanks to the weather. Clever tactics by ORECA and
Ortelli’s wet-weather skills put it on course for second place at
the very least. That was until Jean-Marc Gounon got
it wrong trying to warm his tyres behind the safety car and
speared into the barriers and retirement.

The eight points lost wouldn’t quite have been enough to
give ORECA the title, but it would almost certainly have
changed the course of the season. ORECA skipped the
Monza event because it believed it would never make up
the lost ground in the five-round championship...

DRIVEOF THESEASON
Hayanari Shimoda came of age as a sportscar driverin 2005.
The speed so evident when he arrived in the long-distance
discipline in 03 was still there, but now he was able to harness
that pace without throwing it off the track. Nowhere was that
more apparent than at the Niirburgring,

Shimoda was the comebackkid in Germany. The
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NEW ENTRY

B EMMANUELCOLLARD
Afirst majorsportscartitle has been
along time comingfor Collard and
claiming LMES honourswas the
high point of aseasoninwhich the

o]

Frenchman finally convinced the world that he is one of the best
sportscar drivers around. What price a Peugeot Le Mans contract
for20077

MAGIC MOMENT Claiming the LMES title in difficult conditions
inthe Istanbul finale.

TRAGIC MOMENT Struggling home a distantfourth at the
Nurburgring with a damaged diffuser.

DOVN ONE

¥ WALLANMCcNISH
. Justincasewe needed reminding
& that McNishisone oftheworld's top
sportscar talents, he proved it every
e time he climbed aboard a car that,
in2005- spemftatmn had no business being atthe sharp end of
the LMES grid. Still, it must have been awelcome relieffrom his
DTM chores.

MAGIC MOMENT Returning to the cockpit of an RB at Silverstone
and notching up anothervictoryin the old girl,

TRAGIC MOMENT Beingunable tofind a time in the restricted Audi
that got himwithin two seconds ofthe pace atthe Ring.

ok

NEVY ENTRY

BSTEPHANEORTELLI
The French-born Monegasque
renewed his partnership with Allan
McNish and immediately notched up
- hisfirstvictoryin the AudiR8. He was
inevitably, but unfairly, viewed as the junior in the pairing, but his
contribution atSilverstone, particularlyin thefinal laps, was vital.
MAGIC MOMENT His sublime four-hour drive in changeable
conditions at Spawas a joy to watch.
TRAGIC MOMENT Seeing team-mate Jean-Marc Gounon undo all
that good work.

Jean-Marc Gounon joined the ORECA
Audisquad at Spa and crashed theR8

21-year-old had to start from the back after a technical
infringement in qualifying, fought through the field and then
had to do it all over again after a dubious drive-through
penalty to overhaul the Audi in the final stages.

Ayear or so back, you wouldn’t have bet on Shimoda doing
that without incident. This time he barely put a foot wrong.

UNLUCKIESTTEAM
Bit of an old chestnut this one, but the Creation Autosportif
squad has to be the most unfortunate around. Every time it
looked as though Nicolas Minassian and Jamie Campbell-
Walter were in with a chance ofvictory, something would go
wrong, just like in 2004, This time the British team’s
lightweight DBA4, now with Judd power and Michelin tyres,
was prevented from notching up a first LMES victoryby a
mixture of technical issues and tactical errors.

Alternator failure (Spa), a cracked water pipe (Monza)
and a loose brake disc (Niirburgring) cost the team potential
victories. The DBA4 finished only six seconds behind the Audi
at Silverstone, despite battling with a race-long gearbox glitch,
while a bizarre tyre choice at Istanbul put it out of contention.

DISAPPOINTMENT OF THESEASON
Tommy Erdos was more than capable of mixing it with the big

cars in his LMP2 Lola-based MG EX264, and frequently did.
The combined talents of the British-based Brazilian,the &3

TOP SIX DRIVERS |

AUTOSPORT'S GUIDE TO THE YEAR’S MOVERS AND SHAKERS

O
,3& DOVWN TWO

= BMNICOLASMINASSIAN
" Nomatterhowmuch badluckwas
thrown at the Creation Autosportif
| squad, Minassian still gave it his all

e - everytime he climbed aboard the

DBA4. Heclmmedapﬂlepusﬂmn led races and notched up three
podiums. The only thing missing from his seasonwas that first
LMESvictory.
MAGIC MOMENT Astirring drive after a delay at Spawhen there was
very little to gain.
TRAGIC MOMENT Screaming for new tyres at Istanbul and being
senton hiswaywith old rubber.

X
NEW ENTRY

B HAYANARISHIMODA
The wayward Shimoda of the past
appearsto be nomore, atleastwhen
. he'satthewheel ofasportscar. He

; was quickerthanall histeam-mates
atZytek, but he needstn go up againstan established top-liner
before we know how good he really is.
MAGIC MOMENT The Nurburgring weekend: his pole time was a
newsportscar record before itwas scratched out.
TRAGIC MOMENT The realisation that he wasn't at full fitnesswhen
hefirst gotinthe caratIstanbul.

o : B JEAN-CHRISTOPHE
BOULLION

Afterayearon the sidelines, the ex-
Formula 1 driver got a recallfrom
Pescarolo Sport, the team that had
dropped him after 2003. Boullion was fast and consistent but made
an error atSilverstone that put him and Collard out of the race.
MAGIC MOMENT Landing a competitive drive after hisreputation
tooka poundingin’03.

TRAGIC MOMENT Chuckingit off on lap five at Silverstone, to the
chagrin of his team boss Henri Pescarolo.
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
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THE FUTURE OF THE RENAMED
SERIES ISN'T YET CLEAR

BIGGRIDS and close more trouble. Title winner
competition made fora Scuderia Italiais heading
great second season for backtothe FIAGT
the Le Mans Endurance Championship as

Series. Yetwhere a
championship renamed
asthe Le Mans Series
goes from hereisn'tclear.
There's uncertainty about
the quality —and quantity
—oftheentryinthe two
primary classes for 2006.

Old-style prototypes
are finally consigned to
museumsin Europe. Not
only does that mean the
disappearance of the Audi
R8, but also much ofthe
rest of the field. What will
replaceitisn'tclear,and
norisit certainthatwe’ll
see the new turbo-diesel
AudiR10inthe LMS.

GT1 couldbeineven

Aston Martin’s factory
representative, while the
British Cirtek squadis also
focusing on that serieswith
its pair of DBR9s.

LMP2 should remain
numerically strong and
therewillneverbea
shortage of people
wanting to run Porsche
911 GT3-Rs.Sofactorin
a handful of new Ferrari
430sandthereareno
worries about GT2.

Everything restson
the health of LMP1 and
GT1, however. Andthat's
why doubts remain about
the future even after such
astrong year.

Scuderia Italia's Ferrari 550 took GT1
hnnmlrs but w:II rmt deﬂmd its title

2005LMESP1
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The Ehimuﬂ.a.f H.ielsenmiiéé;ﬁhiﬁ;k“ hs
04S won the wet Spa season-opener

Ge RML team’s skill, improved pace from car owner Mike
Newton and Judd engines should have been more than
enough to give them the title in the ‘baby’ prototype class.

[t didn't quite work out as planned, however, A series of
electrical glitches prevented Erdos and Newton from winning
until the Istanbul finale. Although they had notched up a
sequence of podiums beforehand, it wasn’t quite enough.

The crown instead went to Britain’s Gareth Evans and the
Chamberlain-Synergy Lola. It was an unlikely victory for a
gentleman driver who shared the AER-engined car with fellow
amateur Peter Owen and Bob Berridge in four of the five
races. Berridge anchored an impressive victory at Spa and
Guy Smith did similar on the way to second at Istanbul.

PHILANTHROPISTOF THEYEAR

Hugh Hayden deserves a gong for his services to GT2, though
he’d probably be happy with a six-pack of Guinness. The

Pm Driver - Team e Gt | 1 F 12 SR B
.l__EulﬂlamJ.eLG.QﬂaIﬂfdean Christophe Boullion Pescarolo Sport  Pescarolo-Judd C60 2nd Ist 8th Ath Ist 34
2 Hayanari Shimoda Zytek Zytek 045 Ist 6th 5th Ist 4th 2]
3 Allan McNish/Stéphane Ortelli* ORECA Audi R8 K - 15t Znd 2nd 26

4 Vanina Ickx/Martin Short Rollcentre Racing Dallara-Judd LMP 3 3rd 3rd hth bth 25 |
5 Nicolas Minassian/Jamie Cam Creation DBA4-Judd 033 R 5th 2nd 3rd 3rd 24

6 Tom Chilton Iylek Zytek 04S = bth 5th 15t 4th 72 |
2005 LM ES P2

Pos Driver Team G B S R IR L
1 Gareth Evans Cham'lain-Synergy Lola-AER B{MEED Ist 2nd 5th 5th 2nd 34

2 Tommy Erdos/Mike Newton RML MG EX264 (Lola-Judd) 4th 2nd 2nd  Znd Ist 33 |
3 Vincent Vosse/Claude-Yves Gosselin Paul Belmondo  Courage-AER C65 bih Ist Ist Tth** Hth 27

4 Peter Owen Cham'lain-Synergy Lola-AER B04/50 1st 2nd - Sth*** 2nd 2h |
5___Bob Berridge Cham'lain-Synergy Lola-AER B04/50 Ist 2nd hth 5th - 26
Pns Driver = Team e : s B e e Points
| Ehrlstian PEECﬂtﬂI*IfMIChEIE Bartvangﬂni Seller Scuderia Italia __ Ferrari 1ell 3rd 1st Gith 3rd 1st 35_‘
2 Matteo Cressoni Scudleria Italia  Ferrari 550 Maranello st 4th 5th 2nd 2nd 35

3 Christophe Bouchut/Alexei Vasiliev Cirtek Ferrari 550 Maranello 2nd 3rd 2nd 5th 4th 31 |
4 Miguel Ramos Scuderia Italia __ Ferrari 550 Maranello st 4th 4th 2nd 2nd 30
5 Robert Pergl Menx Ferrari 550 Maranello R 2nd 15t 4th 3rd 2041
6 Jarek Janid Menx Ferrari 550 Maranello R 2nd Ist 4th - 23

7 Peter Kox Menx Ferrari 550 Maranello - - 1st 4th 3rd L
8  Darren Turner __Cirtek Ferrari 550/Aston DBR9**** - - 4th Ist 4th 20
9 Fabrizio Gollin Scuderia Italia _ Ferrari 550 Maranello 1st dth - - - 15
10 Robert Bell Cirtek Aston Martin DBR9 - - - 1st
J_Mﬂ_c_LLﬂbiEﬂhu.&LEﬁmmdml Sebah Porsche 911 GT3-RS : Ist Ist Ist

2 Andrew Kirkaldy/Nathan Kinch Scuderia Ecosse  Ferrari 360GTC NC 2nd 4th 4th Ist 28

3 __Luigi Moccia/Franco Groppi Autorlando Porsche 911 GT3-RSR 3rd R 2nd 3rd R 20

*Drove with Jean-Marc Gounon at round one; **did not score points; ***insufficient time to score points****drove Ferrari in round five. Key to races: 1 Spa,

April 17; 2 Monza, July 10; 3 Silverstone, August 13; 4 Niirburgring, September 4; 5 Istanbul, November 13; Points system: 10-8-6-5-4-3-2-1 for top eight.

Sebah team owner clearly got bored of running just one
Porsche for a trio of drivers who were never going to set the
world on fire, so he dug into his own pocket to bring out a 911
GT3-Rof2000 vintage for Marc Lieb and Xavier Pompidou.
[t saved the class from almost complete anonymity.

The old warhorse that had given Sebah the teams’title in
2004 was brought out for round two at Monza and Hayden
got to celebrate victory with his customary can of Guinness
first time out, The carremained unbeaten until it was pushed
away after Silverstone, by which time Sebah had retained its
crown and won the drivers’ division to boot.

Lieb and Pompidou weren’t always the quickest, but the
combination of two quick drivers, areliable package and
Dunlop’s wet-weather tyres made them unbeatable in their
three appearances.

The season was bookended byvictories forthe Team LNT
TVRT400R driven by Jonny Kane and Warren Hughes and
Scuderia Ecosse Ferrari drivers Andrew Kirkaldy and Nathan
Kinch. Disastrous engine reliability blighted the rest of LNT's
season, while Ecosse finally salvaged something from a
season marked by bad luck and reliability niggles.

CLOSESTBATTLE

The GT1 battle went down to the wire, and beyond. The
drivers of four cars, all Prodrive-built Ferraris, went into the
Istanbul finale with a chance of taking the title. Even after the
soggy Turkish 1000km the two Scuderia Italia 550 Maranellos
were equal on points. Christian Pescatori, Michele Bartyan
and Toni Seiler only got the nod over Matteo Cressoni by
virtue of two victories to one.

It did seem at times that no-one wanted to win the GT1
class. None of the four Ferraris had a top driver line-up. It was
no coincidence that when Cirtek had a trouble-free run with
its new Aston Martin DBR9 at the Niirburgring Darren Turner
and sportscar first-timer Rob Bell tookvictory, even if it wasn't
the fastest carin class.

Three of the Ferraris claimed victories. Cressoni, who
looked steady rather than stunning in his first year out of
Formula 3, won first time out at Monza with Fabrizio Gollin
and Miguel Ramos, while Peter Kox tookvictory for the Czech
Menx team at Silverstone with Jarek Janis and Robert Pergl.

Christophe Bouchut claimed two pole positions, but
shared the Cirtek Ferrari with Russians Alexei Vasiliev and
Nikolai Fomenko. Enough said.

BIZARREHAPPENING

You run out of fuel and get towed backto the paddockvia the
back gate. You wander around for a bit and then push the car
through the scrutineering bay and back to its pit, whereupon
itis refuelled and sent on its way to collect a point for eighth
place. Sounds a bit fanciful, but that’s exactly what happened
to Pescarolo at Silverstone. And the team was allowed to keep
the point! Good job it wasn’t crucial in the title battle. Because
then we'd be asking even more unanswerable questions
about who deserved to win the 2005 LMES. &
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SEASON REVIEW

manuele Pirro and Frank Biela pulled success
out of the fire during the hot summermonths
of the American Le Mans Series season by
winning three straight come-from-behind
races, which ultimately brought the title back
to Champion Racing. Fast but steady, ‘Starsky
and Hutch’, as their crew called them, kept the
hotly-contested championship out of the
hands of Dyson Racing with their haul of victories.

“After the DTM, we both had reasons to showwe can do
the job,”said Pirro. “At one stage, we started to get it together
and ['was proud to be sharing the carwith this old chap,” the
ltalian said of long-standing team-mate Biela.

[naseason short on cars and long on competition, the
year-long battle between Champion Racing’s two Audi R8s
and Dyson Racing’s brace of Lola-AER B01/60s kept eight
candidates in the title race until the streak of victories by
Pirro and Biela finally turned the tide.

The older prototypes ran under the same rules established
in the 2003 and '04 seasons, but team owners Dave Maraj
and Rob Dyson both made significant changes to their
operations. Maraj added a second car, moving his Speed
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World Challenge crew up to the big league to support the
number two Audi of Pirro and Biela.

“Thatwas a concern at the beginning of the season,”
admitted Pirro about the new crew. But the line-up proved to
be incredibly reliable. “We were more than satisfied,” he
added after finishing all 10 races on the podium.

Forhis part, veteran owner Dyson switched to Michelin
tyres and continued the intense testing programme
(previously paid for by Goodyear) with his 675kg entries.
The Lolas proved fast but occasionally fragile, although
itwasn’t alack of reliability that ultimately kept Chris Dyson
out of contention for the main championship two seasons
after he clinched the LMP2 class title. Pirro and Biela had
almost made sure of the title by rising to the occasion during
July and August.

MOMENT OF THESEASON

The high point came when Pirro squeezed past Dyson for
second place at the Festival Curves in the closing laps at
Portland, where both of the Lolas had clearly enjoyed an
advantage over the Audis in qualifying. At a corner where
Champion’s Marco Werner had already come to grieftwice,

F L AT SNETH
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Pirro bumped past Dyson with utter craftsmanship to take
what was apparently second place. When the incredible
come-from-behind effort by James Weaver ended due to an
unintentional short fuelling of his Lola that left him one lap
shy of the finish, Pirro claimed the victory. That would be one
of three straight races where the Pirro/Biela Audi finished first
and the Lola of Dyson and AndyWallace followed it home. A
flying start by Pirro at Sears Point and Biela’s amazing pace
prior to his final pitstop at Road America were the other two
factors in theirvictory march.

MOSTUNWELCOMEFIRST

If Chris Dyson’s denouement began at Portland, the last
hurrah forWeaver and co-driver Butch Leitzinger came at
Road America. Weaverran out of asphalt in the Carousel
while chasing leader]J Lehto, both aggressive as ever in traffic.
Although he rescued the Lola from the tyre wall, it was
Weaver's first race crash since arriving in America with Bob
Akin’s team in 1986. Even worse forveteran Weaver, who
would go on to clinch his 100th careervictory at Mosport in
the following round, was that he had fallen behind after
stalling on his way out of the pits. Such stalls were one of



Below: Werner,
Lehto and Kristensen
won Sebring and Le
Mans; bottom:
Petersen/White
Lightning took GT2
honours; bottom
right: Porsche's
LMP2 Spyder caused
astironitsdebutin
the final round

several hazards faced by the Lola drivers, their cars tricky in
comparison with the Audis.

WORSTBREAKOFTHEYEAR

One of the turning points in the LMP1 championship battle
centred on a disastrously bad piece of pitstop luck for the
number one Audi ofJ] Lehto and Marco Werner at Sears Point.
On his way out of the pits after his final stop,leaderWerner
collided with the Corvette C5-R of Alex Figge halfwayup the
hill at Turn 1. The fact that the pitwall had been extended
several years earlier forNASCAR'’s 43-car fields meant that
each driver was unable to see the other at the pit exit. The
ensuing crash knocked the Audi out of the lead. In addition

to launching Pirro and Biela to their first victory, the Sears
mishap put a strain on the partnership of the defending
champions. A disappointed Lehto blamed Werner who, for his
part, had followed the standard line at the pit exit before
getting hit by the Corvette.

CAROFTHEYEAR-ACGAIN
In the long run, the Audi R8 once again proved indomitable
in its fifth campaign. In a remarkable season, Maraj and the

2005 ALMSP1

Pos  Driver Team Car B R A e R TR A g 9 e B
| Frank Biela (D)/Emanuele Pirro (I}  Champion Racing Audi R8 2nd 3rd 3rd Znd Jst Jst Ist 3rd st 2nd 182 |
2 Chris Dyson (USA) Dyson Racing Lola-AER BOL/60 R 2nd 2nd B 2nd 2nd 2nd 4th 2nd 3rd 154
3 JJLehto (FIN)}/Ma ¥ (D) Champion Racing Audi R8 Ist Ist Sth 1st 3rd R 3rd 2od 3rd 4th 148
4 Andy Wallace (GB) Dyson Racing Lola-AER BO1/60 Wd 2nd 2od R 2nd 2nd 2nd 4th R 3rd 135
5 J Weaver (GB)/B Leitzinger (USA) Dyson Racing Lola-AER BO1/60 3d R I1st R 4th 3nd S5th Jst R 5ih 134
2005 ALMS P2
Pos Driver Team Car i S et i) sl TIRER e e GO 0 = RIS
| Clint Field (USA) [ntersport Racing Lola-AER B05/40 B st 2nd DNS Ist 3rd R ]st 1st 5th 133
i J Miracle Motorsports purage- st R 3rd 1st Znd 2nd 1st 2nd R 2nd M7
3 Guy Cosmo (USA)/Jamie Bach (USA) B-K Motorsports Courage-Mazda C65 R 2od st 3rd 3rd Ist R 3rd 2nd 3rd 116
2005 ALMSGT1
Pos Driver Team Car =2 id atae e g 8l gl 101 Poits
1 iver Gavi (MC)  Pratt & Miller Chevrolet Corvette CAR  3rd 2nd 2nd 1st 2nd st st 1st st 1st 196
2 R Fellows (USA)/J O'Connell (USA)  Pratt & Miller Chevrolet Corvette C6R  2nd st Ist 2nd st 2nd 2nd 2nd R 2nd 177
3 T Borcheller (USA)/J Mowlem (GB) ACEMCO Motorsports  Saleen S/R dth 4th 3rd 3rd 3ndd R R 3d 3nd R 114
BOs i Drver Team Car Bt 0 e ool iatis R il =8 000 iy Foinls
] PLlong (USA)A Bergmeister (D) Petersen/W'te Lightning _Porsche 911 GT3-RSR st 3rd 2nd 2nd 2nd 8th Ist 1t Ist st 179
2 T Bernhard (D)/R Dumas (F) Alex Job Racing Porsche 911 GT3-RSR R 2nd Ist 1st Ist 1st 2nd 6th 4th 5th 145
3 JvOverbeek (USA)/) Fogarty (USA)} Flying Lizard Motorsports Porsche 911 GT3 RSR 3rd 4th R 3rd 4th 3rd 3rd R 3Srd 4th 114
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Champion team took full advantage by winning the season’s
three major endurance races at Sebring, Le Mans - where
Tom Kristensen joined Lehto and Werner - and Petit Le Mans
at Road Atlanta, where Pirro and Biela clinched the title with
anothervictory.

GTI:'VETTEVERSUSASTON

After some bad luck earlyin the season, Oliver Gavin and
Olivier Beretta sealed the GT1 championship by winning
five straight races at season’s end in their Corvette C6.R,

two of which featured the potent new Aston Martin DBR9s.
Gavin's and Beretta’s streak began with a remarkable race
at Portland, where they won with a deranged suspension
after an attack by an errant prototype. In the end, following
a stunning upset by the Astons at Sebring, the new Corvettes
proved to be better developed. ACEMCO team owner Jeff
Giangrande made the right move by upgrading the pace of
the ageing Saleen S7R, but mishaps kept Terry Borcheller and
Johnny Mowlem off the top step of the podium.

GT2:PORSCHEVSPORSCHE
Porsche has emphasised its across-the-board support for GT2

teams and it showed as Petersen/White Lightning’s Patrick
Long and Jorg Bergmeister won the big events that
bookended the season at Sebring and Petit Le Mans,

en route to winning their championship battle with AlexJob
Racing’s Timo Bernhard and Romain Dumas. A couple of
early-season wheel problems galvanised the team, which
then finished the season with four straight wins, highlighted
by Bergmeister’s two-hour stint at Road America.

LMP2: PORSCHE ARRIVES

The highlight of the LMP2 season may well have been the
arrival of Porsche’s new RS Spyder at the season finale at
Laguna Seca. The Penske Racing-run machine promises to
bring much-needed bling to the smaller prototype category
and even mix it with the big boys in LMP1, ifits Laguna pace
was anything to go by.

Midway through the season Intersport brought in some
star power of its own by adding Liz Halliday to its line-up.
When the equestrian wasn’t saving the team’s Lola from fire,
she co-drove Clint Field to three victories to help him clinch
the title. John Macaluso’s squad won three times with its new
Courage, courtesy of Jeff Bucknum and Chris McMurry. &=
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WILLIAMS/LAT

uch like in the rival American Le Mans
Series, two teams of veterans squared
up forthe Daytona Prototype title in the
Grand American’s Rolex Series. And,
much like in the ALMS, strategy and
pace proved crucial in the
championship won by team architect
Wayne Taylor and Max Angelelli.

Taylor had factory backing from both
Pontiac and the Riley Technologies team
in addition to co-driver Angelelli, who
generally jumped in early and ran to
the finish in the sprints. After a season-
long duel, they beat the Lexus-backed
Riley of Chip Ganassi Racing, which
paired 2004 champion Scott Pruett
with Luis Diaz.

Both teams used the Riley chassis that has proved so
aerodynamically efficient, but Taylor’s SunTrust team
benefited from the V8 Pontiac’s torque and fuel mileage
over the high-revving Lexus-badged four-valve Toyota VS.

“Itwas just a great year and a great team effort,” said team
director Bill Riley. ] can't say enough for how Max and Wayne
drove. We completed every lap, which means the drivers did

2005 Grand-Am Daytona Prototypes

“ITWASAGREAT
YEAR.ICAN'TSAY
ENOUGHFORHOW
MAXAND WAYNE
DROVE"BILLRILEY

theirjobs by keeping it on track and the crew did their job by
prepping a great car. It was pretty much the perfect year.”

One of the most impressive jobs by the team came at
Mid-Ohio where an electrical fire forced an entire rebuild for
the race,in which Taylor and Angelelli finished third.

[fthere was any great advantage in the different packages,
it was hard to pin down. Taylor/ Angelleli won five times to the
(Ganassi duo’s four during the 14-race season. Butin the
closest race in the series’ history at
California Speedway, Pruett edged
Angelelli by 0.096 seconds.

In addition to standard chassis and
calibrated engine packages, the close
competition often resulted from caution
periods and the California race was no
different. On the final lap, after the Italian
had cleared lapped traffic, both drivers pulled onto the oval
portion of the Speedway virtually even. Pruett held the bottom
line, a backmarker the middle and Angelelli catapulted
around the outside for second.

In similar circumstances, following a late-race caution,
Butch Leitzinger caught leader Pruett at Mid-Ohio, then dived
inside with seven laps to go. It was one of two victories for the
factory Crawford-Pontiac team, where ageless wonder Elliott

GRAND-AM %
REVIEW

Forbes-Robinson continued his winning ways.

The championship turned on pit strategy at the
second Watkins Glen round in September, where
SunTrust got ahead by pitting only for fuel and
tyres, while Ganassi embarked on a driver change.

Unlike in the ALMS, Grand-Am’s prototype car
count continued to grow with an average of 22 starters,
including arecord 29 at Daytona, where winners laylor
and Angelelli were joined by Emmanuel Collard. The
GT category also expanded to 23 cars per event.

GThadits share of excitement in the fight for the
drivers’title. Pontiac GTO.R factory driver Andy Lally
and Porsche privateer driver David Murry (Synergy
Racing) collided twice on the last lap of the seasonin
Mexico City. Murry's tit-for-tat response sent his Porsche
over the kerbs and into the air. Alas, Lally’s Pontiac went
spinning along with his title hopes. Murry’s co-driver,
Craig Stanton, therefore won the title by a single point.

Lally and the Kevin Buckler-owned Racer’s Group
settled for the teams’title after starting the season in
Porsches before switching to the Pratt & Miller-built
GTO.Rs midway through. The new GTO.R tookits first
win with Jan Magnussen and Paul Edwards at Watkins
Glen in September following its July debut at Daytona. ™

Pos Driver | Team | Car b i i T 6. 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 Tota
1 Angelelli/Taylor SunTrust Racing Riley MkXI-Pontiac 1st Ist 2nd 4th bth bth _Znd 1st 1st 3rd Znd 1st dth 2nd 439
2 Diaz/Pruett Ganassi Racing Riley MkXI-Lexus Ith 5th 1st 1st 3rd 3rd bth 4th 4th 2nd 16th 2nd  Ist 3nd 405
: pitzinger/ Forbes-Ri AWK Crawford DPO3-Pontiac  2nd 2nd 1&th 2nd 11th 7th 1st 11th 11th Ist 3rd 15th 14th hth 360
4 Bergmeister The Racers’ Group Riley MiXI-Pontiac 10th 3rd 10th 10th 5th 2nd 3rd Oth Gth 5th |st I7th _ 1ith Oth 350
5 Johansson/Wagner  Ganassi Racing Riley MkXI-Lexus 4th 7th 17th 17th 2nd bth 13th Ith /th 13th Ath bih hth dth 340
6 Gidley Ten Motorsports Riley MkXI-BMW 19th 10th Tth Tth dth dth 4th 2nd 2nd 4th bth 5th 20th 1st 309
2006 Grand-AmGT

Pos Driver it Team bt e G i S e e 5 b 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Total
1  Stanton Baldwin-Tafel Racing Parsche 911 GT3 dth dth 3rd Ath 2nd bth bih Znd bth 6th Hth 12th th 3rd 377
2 Bunting/Lally The Racers' Group Porsche/Pontiac 5th Ist 2nd 18th 13th 2nd 20th dth dth 2nd Ath 1st 3rd dth 176
3 Murry synergy Racing Porsche 911 GT3 21st 4th 3rd Ath 2nd bth bth 2nd bih bth Hth 12th  7th  3d 359 |
4 Hand Prototype Technology Group  BMW M3 30th 7th Ist 3rdl 3rd 11th 1st Ist 2nd 16th 3rd 13th 2nd ~ 337

Key 1 Daytona, Feb 6; 2 Homestead, March 5; 3 Fontana, April 3; 4 Laguna Seca, May 1; 5 Mont Tremblant, May 21; 6 Watkins Glen, June 12; 7 Daytona, June 30; 8 Birmingham, July 31; 9 Watkins Glen (short), August 12; 10 Mid-Ohio, August 27,

11 Phoenix, September 10; 12 Watkins Glen, September 2; 13 Virginia, October 9; 14 Mexico City, November 5.
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FORMULARENAULT UK teams

unable tofind a place onthe

EuroCup grid could yet have a

chancetorace onthe continent
nextyear, if plans for a North European
championship come to fruition.

Discussions to amalgamate the Dutch,
German and Nordic seriesinto a North
European league have now reached an
advanced stage.

With the EuroCup likely to be over-
subscribed next year, British-based teams
who onlywant to do one-offracesin Europe
would be unlikely to gain entries. But the new
serieswould be able to accommodate them.

With a degree of overlap in the fields of the
Dutch, Gerrriarrarnd Nordic championships
this year, all of which have struggled for grid
sizes, the idea of the unification appearsto be
the only hope of survival.

UKteams are being encouraged to enter
the full series butitis more likely that one-off
races would be of interest. Team aka, Fortec
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Motorsport and Manor Motorsport have
entered the Marlboro Masters supportracein
recent years, which could be achampionship
round, aswell as a date at Spa and possible
World Series support slots.

Dutch championship organiser Mick de
Haas, who took over the running of the series
from Renault Netherlands this year, has set a
mid-January deadline to receive the 25
entries he wants for the series to go ahead.

De Haas said: "There is a condition that we
get 25 cars entered by the middle of January —
thenwe can afford to doit. But we've spoken
tovarious teams and everyone seems
convinced that we can have more than that.

“We're taking the initiative with this
because we all felt the same —we weren't
getting value forthe moneywe putin.

“"We hope fortwo races inthe Netherlands,
fourin Germany, one at Spa and one at
Mantorp Park in Sweden, which hosted a
Dutch championship round earlier this year.”

Team aka boss Andrew Kirkaldy said it was
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anattractive proposition: “"We would have
iked to have done some of the EuroCup but
they preferyou to be a EuroCup teamfirst and
foremostand a nationalteam second and the
calendarsin the past have clashed too often.
We're primarily a UK team and the EuroCupis
usually oversubscribed sowe can't get entries
forone-off races.

"l can’t say that we'll definitely do any
rounds until we see a calendar butwe'd
like to, it's all extra running and it keeps the
drivers sharp, Butit's a costly business so how
much we do will probably come down to the
drivers’ budgets. Theywon'twant to be out
everyweekend spending moneyon a
different series while they're fighting for the
UK championship.”

Manor Motorsport FRenault manager Tony
Shaw said: "We try to take in a few meetings
abroad every season, as much as calendars
and budgets will allow, sowe’d be interested
indoing some rounds. Spais a fantastic circuit
and there aren’t many opportunitiesto go.”

PLOWMAN
EYES SEAT
ATPREMA

ALEXZANARDI’S karting protégé Martin
Plowman (below) will graduate to single seater
racing nextseason and is set to sign up with
crack Italian squad Prema Powerteam for a
campaigninthe Formula Renault EuroCup.

The Briton suffered a serious accidentin
Italyin March and was out of action for some
weeks, but returned for avaried European
karting campaignwith Team Zanardi, which
was set up to run Plowman this year.

The 18-year-old has now undertaken
anintense testing programme with Prema,
whichwill runin the Italian and European
championships nextseason. Premaisalso
an entrantinthe Formula 3 Euroseries.

The Prema link comes through Plowman’s
manager Dino Chiesa, forwhom Premais a
local team, while Zanardiis a former Prema
driver, finishing seventh in the 1989 Italian
Formula 3 Championship with the outfit.

Plowman’s father, Mark, told Autosport:
“Premais the only team we have tested with
andit’s the team we want to gowith. The
EuroCupis the route we'd like to go down, but
it'scertainthat he willbein cars nextyear.”

Prema boss Angelo Rosin said: “It's more
than 95 per cent certain that Martinwill race
withus. He hasimproved alotin testing.

He still has to improve some more before
the start ofthe 2006 season but | think the
potential isvery good.”

The BRDC Rising Star, who tookvictoryin
the Asia-Pacific kart championship in 2004,
said: “Formula Renault seems to be the premier
junior class. |l amnot sure about Formula BMW
asitisstill quite new. I've always wanted to race
inthe strongest class, becauseit's the only way
toimprove yourself.”

Plowman has already tested at Spa, Misano,
Vallelunga and Estoril. He was due to drive at
Valencia before Christmas. He admitted heis
stillona steep learning curve.

“It'sbeengoing good. Everytime I'm outin
the carI've beenlearning more about it. It's
been a big eye-openercoming from karting —
the gripin the high-speed corners is something
special. Butinterms of power it actuallyfeels
slowerthan my kart did"”
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IN BRIEF

BRITCARCHANGE

The 2006 Britcar 24-hour race at
Silverstone has moved to
September 9/10, one week
earlierthan originally planned, to
avoid a clashwith F1 testing.

WORSWICK’'SRUN
tormer EuroBOSS champion Tony
Worswick joined son Ross at
Donington before Christmasto
shake down theirsecond Formula
Renault chassis.

MACOBSEARCH
AlexMorgan’s family-run Macob
Motorsport team is looking for
aseconddriverto partnerthe
Formula Renault BARC race

winnerin FRUK next season. %
BARCSINGLETON Thho Ruoidnaliam oval will oce agalii e 2
BRDC Single Seater graduate the sole host of SCSA racing next season 2

Richard Singleton is to contest
the 2006 Formula Renault BARC
series. The 17-year-old had his
firsttest of his brand new FR2.0 at
Donington before Christmas.

SCSA ABANDONS PLANS
FORMSVROAD RACES

SCSAHAS deniedany Butinresponse to renewed road course dates, afterwhichthey  will be renamed the Rockingham

crisis after dropping its rumours about the health of the announced a calendarwithout Performance Park.

plans torace onroad stock car series, spokesman Jeff coming back to us. But whenwe had Len O'Hagan has been named
MORGANSWITCH courses next season. Carter said: "Contrary to popular toaskforaconfirmationanddeposit  the new chairman of the company,
Radical race winnerHenryMorgan | Its calendarwill again be limitedtosix  belief SCSAisn’t dead or dying. And they chose nottotake upthedates.” whichisnow fully separated from
Islooking to switch to single weekends onthe Rockinghamoval,  Pickups are still very much alive; they Torquespeedteam bossjohn SCSA. lan Brown remains at the
seaters. He tested a Scorpio with those dates also underreview. would carry on even if, God forbid, Mickel was pleased with the news: helm of SCSA, and Joe Dickinson
Motorsport Formula Renault at The series unveiled a calendar something happened to SCSA.” “It'sthe most sensible thing that's continues as Rockingham CEO.
Donington before Christmas. including four events at MotorSport “The Rockingham datesare happened here. These cars are SCSA will now hire the facility for

Vision circuits Brands Hatch, being looked atbecause we want designedfora160mphovaland road racedays, butlocal regulations mean

FORDENGINECHOICE | SnettertonandOulton Parkin to maximise crowds and avoid any coursesare boring. Rockinghamhas  thatracingislimited to sixweekends
Van Diemen, Mygale and Spirit all October, but concerns over costs clashes—for example with drag excitingracesall day.” ayear. Thereis provision for a further
tested their 2006 UK Formula have led to the idea being canned. racing at Santa Pod.” Rockingham, whichwillbeclosed  three events, meaning thatwith
Fordchassiswithboththe 1800cc | Many entrantshad also been MSV boss Jonathan Palmer said: until April next year for upgrade special permission the Rockingham
Zetecand new 1600cc Duractec sceptical about the circuit races. “We did give them some provisional ~ work (see Autosport, December15),  Stagesrally could continue.

engines at Snetterton before
Christmas. The Ford-sponsored
testwas staged to allowteams to
compare the two engine choices
fornext season.

GERMANLOSESBMWWIN |FINALSETFOR'06

GERMAN CHAMPION Nicolas Hebackedthefieldupexiting =~ weekwherelwasinwitha THEFORMULA BMWWorld Final, by the teams. Fortec Motorsport
Hulkenberg was stripped of thelastcornerwhileleadingand  shout of being the top UK whichwas heldforthefirsttimein  boss Richard Dutton said: “Itwas
victoryintheinaugural braked beforethe line, causing runner,” hesaid. “I've been Bahrainon December 14-16,will ~ agreatevent.Ithink alot more
Formula BMW World Finalin anaccidentinthe pack. made tostartfromthe pitlane | continue nextyear, althougha people will take part next year.
BahrainonDecember 16 after Hesaid: “lhadplannedthat  becauselwas 10secondslate, | differentvenue couldbeused. Thereisalot oftrack time, and a
being hitwith a penaltyfor thiswas the beststrategy but withnowarning, and then BMW Motorsport boss Mario lot of racing, we’'ll certainly come
dangerousdriving. itwasamistakeand nowlam fined forwearing short Theissen said: “We didn’t create backinfuture.”

The Germanwas handed thirdinstead of first.” sleeves, while disqualified aWorld Final to abandon it after Theissen also denied
a 10-second penaltyfor his Robert Wickens, who had driversare allowed torace thefirstrun. Itis not booked for speculation suggesting that there
actions at a safety carrestart, qualifiedonpole,andEdoardo  fromtheirgrid positionand Bahrain nextyear,soitisa are planstoreplace

the four national BMW

dropping himto third overall. Piscopo losttheir qualifying othersare going unpunished possibility to hold it at

TEMPLEMANBACK times after breaching forcausingavoidableaccidents. | different circuits each serieswithasingle
Jason Templeman became the suspension regulations. “Thefact that Hulkenberg year.” ; _~ - European-based
firstestablished Porsche Carrera e Piscopowasallowedto wasallowed to continue, to “Youhavetotakeinto (B2 seriesfor2007: “ltwas
Cupnametosample the new 997- A raceunderappeal, butwas stand onthe podium, and to accountthe logistics neverconsidered,” he
model carwhen he tested forIn2 e excluded after finishing fifth claimthevictoryisdisgusting, | andtheeffortforthe 3 explained. “We have to
Racing at Donington Park before inthe final, while Wickens Itwas clearforeveryone to teamsfor gettingtothe Theissen keep traveltime and
Christmas (above). Heis yet to started his three heatsfrom seethathebrakedandhewas | event,”hecontinued.“It expensestoa
signarace dealfor2006. theback, and raced through luckynotto causeamuch isaboutthe same forthe minimum.

TR e s thefield to sixth overall. more seriousaccident. The Asianand European teamsto “We have seenthatracing
IN2DRIVERS NAMED e et Matt Howson also had to eventasawholewasvery gettoBahrain, butthereisa Formula 3 ata European level can
New Porsche Carrera Cup team 7™ startaheatfromthebackafter special,it’sjustashame certain disadvantage for the be difficult and only some teams
In2 Racing has confirmed that 3 hewaslateleavinghisgarage  thatsomethingshave Americanteams.” can afford to do this. Foran entry
former Radical racers Mike = «fy  toformuponthegrid. overshadowed that.” The inaugural World Finalin level series, national series make

Richards and Paul Hogarth will Bahrainwas consideredasuccess  more sense.”

race next season.

BMWAG

“It'svery frustrating aftera EPORT p88 -
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JAMUN AND TAPPY

INFRENAULT MOVE

TITLE-WINNING Formula Ford outfit Jamun Racing
will expand into Formula Renault UK with champion
Duncan Tappy next season.

The squad hasacquired an ex-Team JLR chassis for
whatislikely to be a one-car FRenault programme,
whichwill run alongside a full UK Formula Ford assault
withup to four entries. Thiswill be Jamun’sfirstforay
into Formula Renaultand the team plans inthe long
term to move into British Formula 3.

Tappy,who dominated the second half of the
seasonand claimed the Formula Ford Festival crown
forthe team, will begin serious testing of the carin
January next year.

Jamun boss Tony Mundy said: “Thisisalogical step
forward both forthe team and for Duncan. We'll have to
see what happens butwe’re fairly confident. It'sa good
thingfor Jamun. We don’t have any long-term plans
butthe dreamwould be Formula 3.

“It'sgoing to be a new challenge, but ifwe go about

Tappy said: “I'm pretty excited aboutit. It's all going

tobe newto us, butifwe can getenough testingin
thenwe can get results. Hopefullywe'll have a repeat
performance of 2005: a fewwins would be brilliant.”
Charlie Donnelly, who won the UK Formula Ford
title for the squad, ruled out joining the campaign.
The Irishman said: “Evenif| had an open
chequebookI'm not sure whatwould be rightto do
nextyear. Butl don’t see myselfasa Formula Renault
driver, It doesn'tseem like a good step career-wise.”

FEWPROFESSIONAL racerswould have
attended a domestic hillclimbwhile locked in
combat for the World Touring Car title. But Andy
Priaulxis different. The 1995 British champion
at the discipline, the Guernseymanwasn't
going tomiss the venue'scentenary.

HUMBLE PYE

MARCUS
PYE

“THAT PRIAULXNEVER
HAD [T EASY HEIGHTENS
HIS APPRECIATION™

itaswe did with Formula Fords, | don't see why we
shouldn’t be just as successful. I'm sure Duncanis
capable of running at the frontand | don’t see why we

can'twin the title next year.

CAMERON
SWITCHES

PARRMOTORSPORTwill nolonger
prepare Bill Cameron’s front-running
Porsche nextseason, with Team
Parker Racing taking overthe running
ofhis 911 GT3 Cup machine.

Cameronwantstofocuson
endurance racing in 2006 aftera
seasonin Britcar, where he finished
thirdinthe Silverstone 24 Hours.
Cameronand co-driver Barry Horne
planto enterthe Spaand Nurburgring
14 Hours this year, aswell as
Silverstone. The pairwill alsorunin
selected Britcar outings.

Former British GT class champion
Marino Franchittiisastrong
candidate forthe third driver role in
the enduro events, having already
racedwith Cameron atSilverstone.

Cameron said: “Barry knows
Stuart, having raced for him befare,
andtheteam hasanexcellenttrack
record in the Carrera Cup.

“Parrisa greatgroup and very
professional. It's just one of those
things; there are no hardfeelings.”

C400BIDS OPEN
CATERHAM hasrevealedthe
pricesforitsnewC400racer.
The 220bhp Duratec-
powered carisnowonsalefor
£26,995including VAT.The
companyis offeringadiscount
of£500tothefirstten
customers, provided ordersare
placed onorbefore January 16.
Thereisalsoanupdatekiton
saleforracerswantingto
converttheexisting R400,
availableat£9,350including
thenewengine. Areduced price
isavailableforthosewhotrade
intheirK-Seriesengine.

TEAM PARKER RACING has quit
the Seat Cupra Championship
afteroneseasoninorderto
concentrateonits Porsche
campaigns next season.

The championship-winning
Porsche Carrera Cupteam plans
todefenditstitle with Damien
Faulknernextyearand expand
theoperationtothree cars. Boss
Stuart Parkersaid this plan, plus
alikely return to British GTsand
amoveinto 24-hourracing (see
left), led to hisdecisionto pull the
team out ofthe Seat series.

Fierce loyalty to hisrootsis one of many

- - : . % factorswhich makes Priaulx stand above his
Tappy nelehrates |1I5 Fl-‘nrd Festlval win. = rivals. And, as he fired his BMW 320i up the hill,
and hopes for more with Jamun in 2006 .?: where he tamed the rampant Cosworth DFL-

engined Pilbeam MP58 tenyears previously,
his entire family was amid the cheering throng,
PARKER Q“ITS SEATS Thereinlies another key to his accession to
the top flight. Andy —who I've known since his
Parkersaid: “Wevery much Mallock-piloting youth—has arare gift for
enjoyed ourtimeinSeats, but galvanising goodwill, and forging enduring
basicallywewantto concentrate relationshipswith commercial partners and
on Porsches nextyear. Seatswill anybodywho shares hisinfectious enthusiasm
still be strong, because thereis for racing and zest for life.
goodprize money andthatis That the new Weltmeister' never had it easy
alwaysgoingtoattractdrivers.” heightens his appreciation. Having conquered
ParkerranTom Ferrierand the Renault Spider and European Touring Car
Mark Colein SEATsthisyear, with arenas—andwon British Formula 3 and Touring
Ferrierfinishing thirdinthe Car events enroute, the formeron half a
championship after scoring two budget—he’'s endured some deep lows.
victories. 2005 was thefirst Having sold the house from under wife Jo—
seasoninwhichteamswere able the rock onwhich his successis founded —they
toprepare and runtheirowncars abandoned their Channel Island security for a
inthe Cupra Championship. caravan at Silverstone and scratched aliving to
keep the dream alive. “For the first sixmonths
|wanted to eat her, and for the next six wish
|had,” he said memorably at a party in Guernsey
just before Christmas.

The occasion, which Iwouldn’t have missed,
celebrated Priaulx’s greatest achievement,
after he turned the tables on works BMW driver
Dirk Mullerin Macau towrest global honours at
the final hurdle. More than 250 friends packed

S S— parkltsSEATs i el :

after arace-winning yearin'06 |

NATIONAL ROUND-UP

MACHALE HAILED
DUBLINER Gareth MacHale has
beenawarded the Billy Coleman
Award by MotorsportIreland.

The 25-year-old earns 32,000
Eurosandthe title of Young Rally
Driver ofthe Year. The Toyota
CorollaWRCdriverwonthe
National Forest title aswell as
placingthird onRally Ireland. He
earnedatally of sixoutrightwins
during the season.

Kevin Kelleher, 27, was runner-
up, receiving 8000 Euros.
24-year-old lan Barrettwins 4000
Eurosforthird placeinthe annual
competition.

BMW ROOKIE SIGNS
FORMULABMWUK scholarship
contestant Charlie Noble-
Mundin hassigned with
Motaworld Racing for2006.
“BMWisthe onlyreasonable
first step forme not to be out of
mydepth,” he explained.
“Paddock Hill Bend will be my
firstcornerinarace ofanykind
come the start ofthe season.
“The aim pre-seasonisto
keep pacewiththe othernew
driversand togofor Rookie
Cupwinsandtop 10finishes.
Theteam planstofield two
furthercarsinthe series.

Peoples’ hero: Priaulx put on ashow for
his fans at Shelsley earlier this year
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St Peter Port's Christies bistro for awonderful
evening with this consummate pro.

That so many were there —from schoolboy
motocrossrivals to IRL star Doreen” Manning -
speaksvolumes for the man, whose following
has buoyed him as much as dedication, self-
belief and networking ability oncourse to
becoming atouring carlegend.

My belief that Andy is as good out of the car
asinit(anuncommeonskilleveninFormula 1)
was underlined by backer SG Hambro, which
has been behind him for seven seasons, and
nelped elevate nimtothe big league. Yet nis
gratitude lies equally with individuals who have
dipped into their own pockets to make things
happen throughout his career.

Whatever he doesin 2006,
alotof people ridewith
Priaulx, nowmuch
indermnand for F1 testing
and BMW corporate
duties. Hillclimb
champions Chris
Cramer (now
a great mentor),
PR guru Annie |
Bradshaw, 5
TV commentator Jonathan -
Green and Silverstone’s Garyand
Pam Dearn made the effortto attendis a
measure of his extended family. One from
which he draws constant strength.

“Today, for the first time, at homein
Guernsey, surrounded by good friends, | feel
like the World Champion. lwanted to thank
everybody for their support,” he said asthe
evening began. | speak formany in saying,
Andy, you deserve itmate!
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'69. Now the classic model lives again

750MCBACKTO
THRUXTONIN '06

THE750Motor Clubwill return to
Thruxton nextseason for the first
timesince 1998.

Club competitions supremo
Robin Knight, who has also
increased the number of
meetingsto 18, said: “The
decisionto run more meetings
was taken to cope with SaxMax
[the new one-make tin-top series
for14to 17-year-oldsin Citroen
Saxos],a 10-race stand-alone
programme for Toyota MR2s run
onbehalf of Steve Vince and
double grids for Locosts.”

Eleven double-headers are
againamongarecord 27
promoted race days—up by four.
The clubalso has guest slotsfor
Formula Vee and Stock Hatch at

RALLYCROSS WRC U-TURN

PLANSTOtoincludea classforWorld Rally Cars
withinthe 2006 MSA British Rallycross
Championship have been dropped.

The British Rallycross Drivers’ Association had
announced plansin Augusttoaccommodate the
class in2006 afterthe carswere dropped from
the British Rally Championship, but has now
decided againstthe move following the creation
ofthe Rally Masters seriesforthe WRC models.

BRDA chairman John Horton said: “Wheniit

2006 TRIPLE
ONCARDS
FOREVANS

Rallycross Superprix

winner Christopher
Evanswill contest the
Britishand Irish series
nextyearaswellas |
selected FIA European
Championship events
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two Castle Combe events.

Stock Hatch, the 1300cc
Locost sportscars, Formula Vee,
Bike Sportsand the 750 Formula
have beenidentified as growth
areasamong its 14 categories.

By contrast, competitorsinthe
Club 7sand Road Sports
championships have been told
thattheirraces will be
amalgamated if grid sizes do not
increase from 2005 levels.

The clubwill also host five
Sports Racing & GT Challenge
events, plus Morgan, MGCC,
Thoroughbred & Classicand
FormulaJuniorrounds.

@ The end-of-season Birkett
Relaywill take place on October
28 atSilverstone.

CALENDAR

MalloryPark March12
BrandsHatch April1/2
Snetterton April 14/15
CadwellPark  April30-May 1
DoningtonPark  May14/15
Thruxton May2/
BrandsHatch June10/11
Cadwell Park June24/25
Pembrey July15/16
Lydden July29/30
BrandsHatch  August12/13
Silverstone  August?26/27
Oulton Park September9
DoningtonPark September17
Snetterton Sept30-Oct 1
Mallory Park October22

looked asthough therewould notbe aplacefor
WRCsinthe British championship events,

offeringthemaplacetocomeand compete was

anobvious move.

“It'salsoobviousthat peoplewho have these
carswanttodriveinrallieswiththem, and now
the Mastersclass offersthat chancethereislittle
pointinuscompeting forthe same entries.”

The BRDAmayyetincludeaclassforWRCcars
atone-offeventsonademonstration basis.

INFORF3

CLASSICFORMULA3’s 20th
anniversary seasonin 2006 will
celebrate the multi-marque glory
daysofthe 7Oswith thereturnto the
UK ofanumber of significant cars.

Two Chevron B38s are settoenter
the HSCC-run series, Legends
proprietor Adrian Rush hasacquired
EliodeAngelis's"78 Monaco F3
winnerfrom Italy, while Hugh Price
hasimported the ex-Derek Warwick
chassis from Germany.

Abrace ofRalt RT1sinclude lan
Fisher's ex-Luciano Pavesi 1976
model, while Nick Crossleywill also
runoneforhis return.

Former TGP Tyrrell racer Max
Samuel-Camps has boughtthe
ex-Kenneth Acheson March 793 from
Barrie Pusey. MartinWalford s also
planning to rebuild his 793 aftera
decade instorage.

Seventies single-seater starlet
LorinaMcLaughlinis setfor CF3inthe
RT1 givenits seriesdebutbylan
Rimmerat last season’s Silverstone
finals, while Formula Fordster
Matthew Sturmeris to graduate with
one of the veryunusual Van Diemen-
built GRD 376s.
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LOLAHAS unveiledplansto
buildanew run ofits classic

T70sportscar—and marque
boss MartinBirrane plansto
racethefirstoftherecreations
inthe Classic Endurance Series.

Original designer Eric
BroadleyandformerT70ace
JohnSurteeswillbe present at
the AutosportInternational
showforthelaunchofthe
‘new’ Mk3B, whichis a faithful
factory-built reproduction
withfull FlA papers.

Birrane, whois likelyto be
partnered by Kevin McGarrity
in 2006, said: “The project has
come about because of high
demand formore T70s. Thirty
yearsafterthe original unveiling,
we’re building them again!

“ltwill be an evocative build
in Huntingdon, with some of
the original staff still working
forthe company.”

The car’'s most famous
resultwas Mark Donohue and
ChuckParsons’victoryinthe
1969 Daytona 24 Hours.

LEASTONE ON TARGET

LEASTONE ENGINEERINGis
on course tosignthe required
12 competitors foritsrecently-
launched Formula 3 single-seater
championshiptorunasa
standalone categoryin Ireland
nextseason.

Tendrivers have signed up, and
there may be atleast one woman

onthe grid. Up-and-coming rally
driver Emma Britton hastested
the inexpensive bike-engined
single-seateratMondello Park
(below) and Kirkistown,

Aimed principally at kart
graduates, the race series (see
Autosport, October 13), carries a
10,000 Euro prize fund.

IN BRIEF

STONELEIGHKARTS
The mainrally attraction at
February’s International Historic
Motorsport Show at Stoneleigh
Parkwill be a fleet of ex-works
Triumph TR4s. Historic karts will
also feature in the live action
arenaforthe firsttime.

CHAMPS REWARDED
The FIATGP Champions werein
Monaco before Christmas for the
annual FIAWorld Motorsport

| Awards (below). Christian Glasel,

John Delane, John Bosch,
Hubertus Bahlsen and Steve
Harltleywere all on stage to
collecttheirprizes.

LONGERSUPERSTAGE
The 2006 Wyedean Forest Rally
will once again feature a
superspecial stage at Chepstow
Racecourse. The stage, which will
be used atthe startand end of the
event, hasbeenlengthened to
two miles. The rally takes place
on February 11.

MARSHALSDAYOUT
Snetterton hosted its marshals’

track day before Christmas, with
26 marshals driving their own cars
atthe Norfolk circuit (above).
Cadwell Park and Brands Hatch
will host similar days next year.

PARKERPAIRBACK
Team Parker Racing has
confirmed that its successful duo

of Jamie Constable and Mike
Cantillonwill return for a defence
oftheir Caterham Eurocup 1-2
achievement next season,

HADFIELD PURCHASE
Simon Hadfield has boughtan
ex-Gus Hutchison LolaT300to
contest Formula 5000 and the
Derek Bell Trophy nextyear. He
took the caroutforthefirsttime
at Donington (above).
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BAHRAIN
WORLD FINAL

December 13-16

‘WHOIS Marco
Holzer? isthe
question everyone
was asking in Bahrain
formuch ofthe inaugural Formula
BMW World Final last weekend.
You might expect thatthe
British contingent wouldn’t know
much about too many ofthe
drivers fromthe German, Asian
or American series, but Holzer s
pretty unknown in Germany too.
He cameto Bahrainasadriver
that had never evenwon arace
and had finished a humble 13th
inthe German series this year, his
second of BMW. But he left the
countrywith five consecutive
wins to his name, the World Final
winner's trophy, and, most
importantly, a Formula 1 test

with the Sauber-BMW squad.

ltwasn’t until nearly three hours
afterthe conclusion of the final
that Holzerwas confirmed asthe
winner, though. Until then German
champion Nicolas Hulkenberg
had atleast one hand on the prize.

Hulkenberg hadwon therace,
and convincingly too—the first
time Holzer had been upstaged
allweek—buthistacticsonthe
restart from the race’sfirst safety
car periodraised more than
a couple of eyebrows.

lt was deployed to clearthe
track after Bahraini Salman Al-
Khalifa spunacrossthe road at the
last cornerand collected the
approaching Jack Goldstraw. It
somehow managed to take six
laps to remove the two stricken
cars from harm’sway so, by the
timethelights onthe safety car
went out, the packwasitchingto
get back toracing,

. s ot T

Hulkenberg led the field
through the last cornerasthe
safety car headed forthe pits. Cars
were lined up four and five abreast
asthe leader crepttowardsthe
line atwhatlooked like walking
pace. He then guaranteedthat he
would retain the lead as he braked
andimmediately jumped onthe
gas, sending him on hiswayto
turn one with half adozen car
lengths advantage. The rest of the
driversweren’t so fortunate as the
braking sent a shock wave down
the field and, inevitably, there was
a shunt.Jonathan Summerton and
Stefano Colettitook the brunt of it
and both carswere leftin the wall
opposite the pits.

it took another sixlapsto clear
the circuit again and, perhaps
having learned his lesson,
Hulkenberg behaved impeccably
onthe secondre-start, flooring it
inthe last corner. But that wouldn't

it

)
N

save him—a 10-second penalty
was lateradded to hisrace time,
dropping himto third and
promoting Holzer back to the
front of the field.

Although he initially claimed:
“ldidn’t slow down, | just stayed
atthe speed of the safety car until
| gotneartheline,” Hulkenberg

Marco Holzer's win earned the
Germana BMW Formulal test

[

later accepted that he’'d made
a mistake and braked.

As many had predictedinthe
run up to the event, the drivers
from the German series had the
edge over their British rivals.
Despite the gap coming down
with every heat, none of the UK
runners could get close enough
tochallenge.

Closestwas Sam Bird whowas
inwith a shout of the podiumin
the final. He'd been battling with
Swiss Sebastien Buemi
throughout the heats and pre-
final,anditlooked as thoughthe
German and British championship
runners up would duel for best of
the rest behind the two Germans.
But Edoardo Piscopo, racing under
appeal after he had his qualifying
times removed for suspension
irregularities, split the pairand
occupied almostall of Bird's race.
Bird got ahead on the second lap,
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ALTHOUGHTHE finalwas
marred by the long safety car
periods and restart controversy,
the World Final still provided the
bestof Formula BMW racing
inthe heats and pre-final.

With the field divided into four

groups after qualifying, each
racing against the otherthree
In 15-lap heats. Every driver
raced inthree of the six heats
andthe points scored decided
the grid forthe pre-final.
Marco Holzer reigned
supreme inthe heats, beating
Sebastien Buemi, Nicolas
Hulkenberg and Sam Bird

respectivelyineach of hisraces.

He didn't have to do much
racing, though, scampering
away inthe openinglaps each
time while those behind held
each otherup passing and
re-passing each otheronthe
Sakhir circuit’s long straights.
Hulkenberg couldn’t touch
Holzerin their head-to-head

D HEATS & PRE-FINAL

with team-mates Bird and Stian
Sorlie reliving their Thruxton
memories and drafting each
otherin a battle forfourthinthe
third heat. Sorlie then repeated
the squabble with Howsonin
the sixth heat, but the latter
secured third position by
outbraking the Norwegianon
the outside into the first corner.

Holzerwon againin the pre-
final but this time Hulkenberg
was never more than halfa
second behind, and looking
capable of challenging. He
didn’t though, content to have
a goodlookathisrivalin
preparation forthe big one.

The field strung outbehind as
Urbano and Buemi, and Bird and
Piscopo engagedin theirown
private battles. Butwith the
finishing order deciding the grid
for the final, nobodywas risking
anything silly and, in the second
half of therace, everyone up
front held station.

heat, but he beatJoao Urbano
and Ross Curnow to two heat
victoriesto secure a place onthe
front row for the pre-final. The
other heat victorywentto
Buemi, ahead of Edoardo
Piscopo and Matt Howson.
Inthe second heat, Stefano
Coletti managed to drive into
Christian Vietoris on the main
straight, spearing the pairinto
the barrierataround 130mph.
Theinnocent Vietoris' carwas

HEAT ONE (12 LAPS) 1 Nicolas Hiilkenberg
17m32.344s: 2 Joao Urbano 17m.512s: 3 Jonathan
Summerton; 4 Edoardo Piscopo; 5 Matt Lee; 6
Armaan Ebrahim. Fastest lap Hilkenberg
Im27.0165. HEAT TWO (15 LAPS) 1 Marco
Holzer 21m54.369s; 2 Sebastien Buemi
21m56.62 6s; 3 Sam Bird: 4 Ross Curnow; 5 Stian
Sorlie; 6 Robert Wickens. FLWickens 1m27.200s.

HEAT THREE (15 LAPS) 1 Holzer
21m57.206s; 2 Hulkenberg 21m59.741s; 3
Urbana; 4 Bird; 5 Sorie; 6 Dominik Wasem. FL Bird
1m27.4435. HEAT FOUR (15 LAPS) 1 Buemi
22m01.374s; 2 Piscopo 22m03.931s; 3 Matt
Howson; 4 Curnow; 5 Wickens; 6 Lee, FL Wickens

win all of his races

E Top: The field spent

nearly half the final destroyed and he played no 1m27.377s. HEAT FIVE (15 LAPS)
behind the safety car further part inthe event, while 1Hulkenberg21m57.943s; 2 Curnow22m02.624s;
Coletti’'s carwas fixedintime to 3 Wickens; 4 Buemi; 5 Urbano; 6 Summerton. FL
Middle: Bird was the contestthe next heat halfan Hﬁ|hEI1DE}Fg“I!T'I?T-SEI:IS,HE#THI (15 LAPS)
best of British series hour later. in which he crashed. 1 Holzer Ilmﬂ.?qgs: 1 _Blrd 11m33.102s;
e T Tt P L 3Huwmn:45mhq;ﬁ Ebrahim; 6 Reed Stevens.
: FLHolzer 1m27.507s. PRE-FINAL (22 LAPS)
were well behaved and the 1Holzer 32m08.495s; 2 Hillkenberg 32m09.014s;
Bottom: Bahrain's racing was close. The best of it 3 Urbano; 4 Buemi; 5 Bird; 6 Piscopo.
long straights helped came from the British entrants, FL Hiilkenberg 1m27.180s.
the cars slipstream

RESULTS December 13-16, Formula BMW World Final

25 LAPS, 56.188 MILES
Driver (nationality)

1 Marco Holzer (D)

started the final from the ninth
row. Arepeat of hisimpressive
qualifying pace in the final saw him
classified fifth after Piscopowas

but Piscopo took the place back
during the restart mayhem. Bird
pushed again after the second
restart and the Italian finally

the pre-final dropped Ross Curnow
and Stian Sorlieto the back end of
the grid for the one that mattered.
Curnow carved through thefieldin

'-
AM-Holzer Rennsport GmbH 44m06.997s

succumbed to the pressure on the final, though, to take seventh removed from the results. = 5’?'”5"“1““‘”'“' b o M“Ekﬁ'mmspmw Sl .
the penultimate lap. from 29th on the grid. The drives of the week were 3 Hmma? Hifieatery 1) “-Mf ST 5 I :
With 12 ofthe 25 laps spent Matt Howson had also shown from entertaining Canadian f Sam Bird {65) FUHeE Mmmsp.m S :
behind the safety car there just the paceto haulhimselfintoplay ~ RobertWickens,whohad plentyof ~ |-_Nathan Antunes (AUS)  Motaworld Racing THILI S 18
wasn't time for much more racing, up front. Penalised for being late overtaking to do after he was S RRSSEEURCRERS ) e 'ﬁ‘“t.ﬂtm"m ialio i s
7/ Ross Curnow (GB) Nexa Racing 44m20.0975 29

and Bird was left out of touch of
Buemi, whose third place later
became second.

Bird said: "I'm pleased with
fourth.!'d have liked to have had
the chance to battle for third but |
was held up fighting with Piscopo.
ltwas a good battle but
unfortunately it was for fourth.

We just didn't have the paceto

take it to the front two, but I've

had a good week; we've proved
our speed again and flown the

flag for Britain.”

The rest of the Britswere
blighted by bad luck asincidentsin

out of his garage for his first heat,
though, he also had to come
through the pack, and eventually
lost out to Curnow and Robert
Wickensin the battle of the final.

"We were lacking straightline
speed in the final which made us
a sitting duck,” he said. "We don't
knowwhat waswrongwith the car
yet, possibly a slipping clutch or
bentvalve. It's a frustrating end
to afrustrating week”

Second of the British series
runners, to Bird, was Nathan
Antunes. He'd qualified well but
spunintwo of the heats and

excluded from pole positionin
qualifying foramechanical
irregularity. Unlike Piscopo,
Wickens accepted the penalty and
gotonwith racing. He came from
the back of the grid to sixth, fifth
and third in each of his three heats,
butstill started the final down the
back aftera punctureinthe pre-
final. Again, he came through to
claim a top sixfinish.

“lwas shocked to be on pole but
the carhas justbeenamazing,”
said Wickens. "l thinkit's making
melook betterthanlam!”

B StevenEnglish

8 Dominik Wasem (D) AM-Holzer Rennsport GmbH

9 Matt Howson (GB) Filsell Motorsport 44m20957s
10 James Davison (AUS)  Meritus 44m20908s 16

11 Andzej Dzikevic (LT), 4speedmedia GmbH, 44m25.728s; 12 Dean Smith (GB), Coles Racing, 44m29.744s; 13
Matt Harris (GB), Team SWR, 44m30.253s; 14 Matt Lee (USA), Team Autotecnica, 44m32 517s; 15 Robert
Boughey (T), Meritus, 44m32978s; 16 Philip Glew (GB), Promatecme/Sport Sport, 44m33942s; 17 Harald
Schlegelmic (LV), 4speedmedia GmbH, 44m35.120s; 18 Hamad Al Fardan (BRN), Meritus, 44m36.210s; 19
Reed Stevens (USA), Meritus 44m36.995s; 20 Stian Sorlie (N), Fortec Motorsport, 44m21.655s; 21 Jonathan
Legris (GB), Mark Burdett Motarsport, 44m35.529s; 22 Oliver Turvey (GB), Team SWR, 44m36.256s: R
Armaan Ebrahim (IND), Team E-Rain, 19 laps - accident; R Tobias Hegewald (D), ASL Team Muecke-
Motorsport, 19 laps - accident; R Stefano Coletti (MC), ASL Team Miicke-Motorsport, 10 laps - accident; R
Jonathan Summerton (USA), ASL Team Micke-Motorsport, 10 laps - accident; R Evan Hankey (GB), Nexa
Racing, 10 laps - accident; R Jack Goldstraw (GE), Team SWR. 2 laps - accident: R Salman Al Khalifa (BRN),
Team E-Rain, 2 laps - accident; R Joao Urbano (P), ASL Team Miicke-Motorsport, O laps - DNS: R Jordan Wise
(GB), Motaworld Racing, O laps - DNS; R Fabio Onidi (1), ASL Team Miicke-Motorsport, O laps - DNS; R
Christian Vietoris (D), Josef Kaufmann Racing, 0 laps - DNS; R Race Johnson (USA), Meritus, 0 laps - DNS.
Fastest lap Hiilkenberg, 1m26.9497s.

December 29 2005 www.autosport.com 89

44m20.509s 9
8




BRITISHGT
REVIEW

FERRARI FLC

THE OPPOSI

SEASON RE'

an A WEH=-SOTT

. 4

EW

|
4

- —— i . G

. - ER. LT

k:ymlu 1O

#ay IRE Bt 2id8nen

ne forthe purists, this one. If you liked
watching a well-driven, well-sorted
Ferrari 360 GTC walloping the field, it
was justright. It never looked like being a
great sporting contest though, and it was
only two afternoons of mad weather that
slowed the Andrew Kirkaldy/Nathan
Kinch steamroller this year.

Scuderia Ecosse and its pair of Ferraris took a big step
ahead. In 2004 at least one Porsche was able to maintain a
points edge on the Italian cars, but they were left gasping this
time around. And they could see it coming, too. Even in the
early-season tests, Mike Jordan was shaking his head and
saying no Porsche would touch the Ferraris at the majority of
tracks. So it proved, and that wasn't for a lack of driving talent
in the Porsche ranks. Between Embassy Racing and Jordan’s
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squad Eurotech, we had Jordan, Michael Caine, Neil
Cunningham and Ben Collins to squeeze the best out of the
German GT2 contenders. But aside from Embassy getting it
spot-on with its tyre choice at Knockhill and Silverstone, they
were always competing for the scraps.

The Ferraris, with their tight aerodynamics and amazing
stability in high-speed corners, were expected to thrive at
most tracks. But the Porsches, brimming with traction, were at
least going to give them a run at Mondello Park and Knockhill,
right?Wrong again. Thrashings all round.

Ifthe Porsches were just plain beaten, it’s fair to say that
there were some potential Ferrari-beaters out there that didn’t
make it all that easy for themselves.

There were certainly times when a well-driven Mosler was
able to live with the 360s. That much was plain for all to see at
Thruxton, Castle Combe and a wet Silverstone in August,

RIO FRESTIG
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where Phil Keen took the wheel of the Eclipse entry for the
first stint. So why didn’t a Mosler muster a win all year?

Firstly, there were no well-balanced driving crews in the
cars. If you'd combined Keen with Cadena’s Gavan Kershaw,
that might have produced a winner. But each had a team-
mate who would bleed too much time in his stint.

Second, both efforts were patchy. Cadena didn’t do the
whole year; cherry-picking if you like. Fair enough, but not great
for momentum orreliability. Eclipse was more ambitious, but
had an awful start to the yearwith a pair of big testing shunts
at Donington. It finally settled on Keen and Steve Hyde as
drivers, but couldn’t make the grid until Thruxton. It ended a
luckless season with an enormous engine blow-up in practice
at Silverstone, but could rightly hope for more next year.

Then there was TVR. The LNT-run cars had a solid driving
force forits pair of T400Rs, and this too was a potentially

F



strong package. But then came an engine crisis at Knockhill,
with a double failure in practice. To cut a long story short, it
only got one finish from the weekend, and the team had areal
rush on to fix everything up for Thruxton a week later. [t was a
job well done in race one, with both cars on the podium, but
race two went astray, with some first-lap barging and a late
puncture costing each cara decent result.

Onto Castle Combe, where the drama was off track. The
noise officials weren’thappy with the TVR’s ear-wrenching
sound during practice. Lawrence Tomlinson was so incensed
that the squad packed up there and then. It pulled out of
Combe, and the championship, that Saturday evening.

And so it was that the opposition played into Ecosse’s
hands at quite a few junctures. Perhaps it was hopeless
anyway, but things could no doubt have been a little closer.

Sojust what made the Ferraris so special - orrather, where

EBREY/LAT
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M TIMMULLEN
He didn’twina race all year, butthen Mullen probably
gotless reward for his efforts than any driver on earth
thisyear. On race days he could match Kirkaldy, as
ilustrated by sixfastestlaps tofive. But the broad gulf
inability between Mullen and his co-driver Chris Niarchos sapped an alarming number
ofwinsfrom Mullen. Tim gets ournod because he kept on puttingin 100 per cent
effort evenwhen he was unlikelyto geta return.

.
NEW ENTRY

p  Ifthe Danish GT3 fiyerhad partnered Mullen at Ecosse,
L 4 wemighthave had atleastatwo-horse race. But
* racing economics don'twork thatwayand Simonsen

%2 hadasimilarproblemto Mullen. Hector Lester
improveda lot thisyear, butwas no match forhis partner. But atleasthe did enoughfor
Simonsen to ear awin at Combe—and postastirring charge to second at Silverstone.

DO 'ﬂ'ﬁ.-’{ P\i P’uﬂh” ()

i %' X B ANDREWKIRKALDY
‘sﬁf" ltwas almosta perfectrecord, apart from aspin at
Mondello. Kirkaldywas the clear qualifying master
’ j taking eight poles, while Kinch took the remaining five
fora clean sweep. Butthere’s just noway of knowing

how he'd have fared with a little adversity. With all that experience, a savagely good car,

an extremely capable co-driverand Mullen unable to challenge, thingswere as

favourable asthey could get. Inthat sense, atleast, he couldn’twin,
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did the otherslose out? Over to Kinch: “We were very strong
on the high-speed tracks, with good downforce that helped
the car all round. We were also 100 per cent reliable, which
was the mostimportant thing.

“The engine had been improved a lot from 2004 and it gave
us a significant advantage. You could feel more torque and the
new rollcage design stiffened up the chassis. Perhaps we also
got ahead because we were much more used to the car.

“We were surprised that the Porsches seemed to be so off
the pace, because in Europe they seemed to have an edge.”

Did the British Porsches do something wrong, then? Even
their strong area, slow-corner exits, wasn’t enough to earn
wins at the slow Scottish and Irish venues. Clearly Ecosse
and its Michelotto helpers found more over the winterthan
Eurotech and Embassy Racing did, but that doesn’t mean
the Porsche squads were standing still.

A W

RS,
FRel Y WENTRY

£ MOLIVERBRYANT
j Youwouldn'timmediately associate Bryant with the

f Morgan orthevarious historic monsters he’s piloted
L sowell thisyear. Butthese cars have given him plenty

of chances to show his evident car control. Despite his

youth he has his head firmly screwed on, proving more than a match for experienced
team boss Keith Ahlers. His last-lap pass on Lester at Mondello (where nobody passed
all day) was perfectly calculated and pointed to avery brightfuture.

(1 =

&
UPTHREE

BINEILCUNNINGHAM
The Kiwi admits he doesn'thave Ben Collins’ pace over
asingle lap, but hewas just the complete GT driver
'_ - thatEmbassyRacingneeded as itswitched from

o S Convetteto Porsche. Cunningham’s last-lap pass of
Kinch atSilverstone was the undisputed season highlight. Both his wins were inspired
by spot-on tyre choicesin miserable weather, but that rubberneeded respectanda
cool head. And Collins gets honorary jointfifth place for his contribution.

DOWN TWO

Ls i WMIKEJORDAN
LM SoathomeinaPorsche that he could quite probably
live inone, evenif rival crew Embassy sometimes got
the carworking a little better. Eurotech boss Jordan
had the better of Michael Caine this year, bothin
terms of speed and racecraft. Keptup a clever and professional job when, all things
being equal, a podiumwas all he could hope for. But making the right decisions
gave Embassy those two extrawins overordan’s crew.

Eurotech owner and driver Jordan says: "My qualifying lap
at Donington was one of the best I've driven, and 1m08.86s
was very good considering it had always been a struggle to get
under Im10s. Then you looked at the times and saw Ferrari
were 1.2 seconds ahead. It just wasn’t going to happen was it?

“At the Craners they were barely lifting, whereas in the
Porsche it’s always a lift or even a little brake. They weren't
outrageously far ahead on horsepower, but their advantage
was primarily fast-corner entry speed. Their weight
distribution was also better because of the car’s design.

“With a good budget, a good team and good drivers they
just got the job done. There was less moaning and they
stopped making tactical errors and screwing up on pitstops.”

Aside from all that pace, the killer blow came from Ecosse’s
reliability. Remember that, contrary to popular belief, it wasn't

always the fastest thing out there. Keen, at least, was -»
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Piers Masaratiand
Dimitris Deverikos
were the pairing
tobeatinGT3

The Moslers had
their troubles, but
gave the series
some attitude

EBREY/LAI

(/LAT

= o
L
&
[= o
Lil
-

* engines drop power at will. =

Ga occasionally able to show them up. But even if the Moslers
had had Keen driving in every stint, it’s unlikely they could
have matched that superb finishing record.

Kinch and Kirkaldy didn’t fail to cross the line all year.
That’s more than can be said for their sister car, which even
failed to get off the startline thanks to driveshaft trouble at
Thruxton. By the end of the year, there were the inevitable
rumours that the championship-winning car was getting
a slightly better deal on the technical side.

GT3, formerly known as Cup, was often where the real
racing was. It saved one of its best shows for the stand-alone
races at Croft in May. Both races were run in tricky weather,
which did the action no harm at all.

Piers Masarati and Dimitris Deverikos won the title in the
first five races, of which they took four. A mini-spate of
punctures made for a hollow mid-season at Thruxton and
Castle Combe, and only one more win would follow, but
enough damage had been done.

That pair and the Tech 9-prepared Porsche stood out as
the most professional and balanced attackin the class. Ifyou
glance down the table, almost everyone else had an obvious
weakness that held them back.

Andy Britnell finished as runner-up for Motorbase
Performance, but wasn't always fully on it and didn’t always
have the same co-driver. Allan Simonsen worked wonders
with little driving back-up, while the Damax Ferraris missed
Mondello and lacked a cutting edge of pace.

Then there was the Team Tiger Marcos Mantis, which could
fly but seemed to have a craving foraccidents and failures
when it wasn't recording impressive wins at Thruxton and
Combe. The otherunique effort was the Team Aero Morgan,
which won at Thruxton and Mondello. Keith Ahlers’ car didn’t
perform everywhere, but was always brilliantly driven by
rising star Oliver Bryant.

The Tech 9 duo turned out to be an inspired choice, with
very little going wrong aside from the punctures and gearbox
trouble at Mondello. The title was wrapped up in Ireland and
Deverikos missed the finale. When Masarati then turned out
forTrackspeed at Silverstone, one wondered if that meant he
would nick the title that Deverikos thought they were sharing.

[t would’ve been a good story, but PM was honourable and
registered in the Invitation Class, thus ruling himself out of the
points at Silverstone. The Invitation Class grew as the year
went on, simply because some Porsche GT3 teams found that
a certainvintage of ECU didn’t get on with the Sunoco control
fuel and preferred to run on pump fuel rather than have

DIMITRIS WHO?

HOW TECH 9°'S MYSTERY RACER
TURNED OUT TO BE A GREEK GOD

STILLBEING rather prim and proper, it was a culture
shock for British GT to see a mystery Greek turn up forthe
firstrace, blitz the GT3 title and disappear once it

was settled. Where did Tech 9 find Dimitris Deverikos?

Although on the verge of a hat-trick, Tech 9wasn’t sure
ifitwould be returning to the series. Phil Hindley needed
a quick, funded driver to partner the proven Piers
Masarati. It was late in the day when the deal was done
with the Athens hotelier. But sixmonths on and five class
wins later, there were celebrations all round.

The pairwon firsttime out and againin the rain at Croft.
Deverikos' mastery of the British tracks and weatherwas
impressive, especiallyinsuch atight series.

It felt like a brave move for the Cheshire team. "It was
the first time I'd brought in a foreign driver, so | studied his
CV carefully,” says Hindley. “"He was nervous about the
circuits at first, but the guywas awesome!”

If you're a proper anorak, the name mightring a bell.
Deverikos has had avaried career, but letit not be said
that he neverroughed itinthe UK. A Jim Russell Graduate,
he did some Formula Forward racesin 1993.

Deverikos then learned Doningtonin the pan-
European Renault Clio Trophy in 2000-'02. More
exotically, he racedin the now-defunct Greek F3
championship and turned up at the Marlboro Mastersin
1998. There was a spot of Italian GT with Autorlando in
‘04, picking up a few Porsche skills on the way.

Deverikos brought otherthings to the GT3 partnership
too: "My engineer Giannoylis Kafetzis came to almost all
the races, and he really helped. We've known each other
since | started in Greek F3 —it's good for a driverto have
someone who speaks his language!

“Afterlooking at Piers’ CVididn'texpect to compete
with him, but | guesswe made a good pair.”

Deverikos could now graduate to the international
ranks—ideallywith Tech 9. He'll surely hold his own at that
level, no matter what his disapproving, 93-year-old
grandmother (a permanent resident at his hotel) might
say about his regular trips away!

Car 1 2 3 4 5 b 7 8 9 10 12 13 Points
ndrew Kirkald han Kine : Ferrari 360 GTC ]st ]st 2nd Ist st st st ]st 2nd st Isi st |st 126
3= !:m Mullen&hrls Hlan:h Scuderia Ecosse Ferrari 360 GTC 3rd 2nd 3rd 2nd DNS 5th 2nd 2nd Bth 2nd 5th 2nd 4th 74
= i aci Porsche 911 GT3 RSR___ 8th DNS Jsi 4th Hth gth 3rd 4th st 3rd 3rd 3rd 2nd 68 |
/= Mike Jordan/Michael Caine Eurotech Porsche 911 GT3RSR _ 5th 3rd 4th Ird DNE bth 4th 3rd Hth 4th 2nd 5th 3rd 62 +
9= Godfrey Jones/David Jones Eurotech Porsche 911 GT3RSR  4th 6th 5th bth ith DNF DNS 5th ith Ith 4th 4th 5th 40 |
11 Michael Bentwood RJN Motorsport Nissan 3507 DNE DNE - - 4th 7th bth 7th 3rd 5th DNE bth DNE 25
1= Phil Keen/Steve Hyde Eclipse Motorsport Mosler MT900R - . - - hth 2nd Hth bth bth - - 22nd bth 24
14= _Patrick Pearce/Warren Hughes  LNT TVR T400R 2nd 5th bth DNF 2nd DNF W W - - - - . 23 |
1b=_ Barrie Whight/Gavan Kershaw  Cadena GTC Mosler MT900R - - DNS _ DNS DNE 3rd - - 4th ch 6th ~ - 17
18=  Jonny Kane LNT TVR T400R DNF 4th DNS DNS 3rd Ath W W

19 Ally McKever, RJN Motorsport Nissan 3507, 12; 20 Andrew Thompson, LNT TVR T400R, 11; 21 Lawrence Tomlinson, LNT TVR T400R, 5;
22= Ryan Hooker, Chevrolet Corvette C5/Emotional Engineering Vauxhall Monaro 5/Bryce Wilson, RIN Motorsport Nissan 3502, 5; 24 Matt

Griffin, Emotional Engineering Vauxhall Monaro, 4; 25 Ricky Cole, Xero Cmnpetltrun Chevrolet Corvette C5, 3; 26= Piers Johnson/Shaun Balfe,
Eclipse Motorsport Mosler MT900R, 2.

Key to races: 1 Donington Park National, Aprll 3 ZHagny-l:mrs, May 1. 3!4 I[mddlil May 21,«‘22
5/6 Thruxton, May 28/29; 7/8 Castle Combe, June 25/26; 9 Silverstone GP, August 14; 10/11
Mondello Park, September 17/18; 12/13 Silverstone International, October 15/16.

Points system: 10-8-6-5-4-3-2-1 for the top eight finishers.

JUS E AMDIC i
B Bnvee b asRdn s ke el B ] 2 1w 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 120 13 14 Points
= Dimitris Deverikos/Piers Masarati  Tech 9 Porsche 911 GT3 Cup st 1st bith Ist st 3rd 4th Bth 3rd 3rd |5t 3rd - - 83 |
3 Andy Britnell Motorbase Performance Porsche 911 GT3 Cup  7th 9th Ist 10th 9th 2nd 3rd 6th DNF 3rd 3rd bth 3d  3rd 64
4 Hector Lester ited Christian Broadcaster fari 6th 2nd 12th  1lth oth - . st 2nd 2nd 3l 2nd fth  6th 60
5 Oliver Bryant Team Aero Morgan Aero 8 10th bth 2nd 8th 7th 1st 2nd DNS Tth fth 4th 1st Gth 5th 59
6 Allan Simonsen United Christian Broadcasters Ferrari 360 6th 2nd 12th 11th bth B - 1st 2nd 2nd 3rd 2nd - - 54
[ Keith Ahlers Team Aero Morgan Aero 8 10th - - 8th 7th Ist 2nd DNS 7th th 4th 15t oth 5th 48
8= Marco Attard/Nick Adams Damax Ferrari 360 DNF 3rd Ath 2nd Sth - 7th DNF 4th DNF - - Gth  4th 40
_lD_Ql]ﬂﬁ_S_thIﬂgﬁ Motorbase Performance Porsche 911 GT3 Cup  7th Oth st 10th 9th - - bth DNF Ist 2nd 6th - - 36
Jon Finnemore/Chris Beighton  Team Tiger Marcas Mantis 2nd 1ith 16th  DNF DNS DINF |st 5th |5t bth DNF DNS - - 35

13 Phil Quaife RPM/Motorbase Performance Porsche 911 GT3 Cup  3rd 13th Oth 4th 10th Oth Hth Oth DNF DNF - - 2nd  Jst 3

14= David Ashburn/Fred Moss, 33; 16 Phil Burton, 33; 17 Jamie Smythe, 30; 18 Miles Hulford, 24; 19= Martin Rich/Julian Westwood, 23; oy to races: 1 Donington P ational, A | 3 nckl

21= Stuart Moseley/Adam Wilcox; 25 Steve Wood, 16; 24 Tim Harvey, 14; 25 Ian Flux, 13; 26 Alex Mortimer, 11; 27= Stuart Scott/Stephen ruxto 3/29: 8/9 Castle Comk f: 10 Silverstc AL

Warburton, 10; 29 Peter Motris, 9; 30 Colin Broster, 8; 31 Aaron Scott, 7; 32 Mark Sumpter, 6; 33= Gary Eastwood/Mark Cole/David Mondello Park, Septemb : Iverstc lernational, Octob h

Pinkney, 4; 36= David Dove/Jim Bickley/Rob Horsfield/Ian Stinton; 40 Stuart Prior, 1. Poi am; 10-8-6-5-4 D oD eio
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SEASON REVIEW The mainthreatto Charlie Donnelly’s Formula Ford title charge

came fromteam-mate Duncan Tappy’s late winning streak. By STEVEN ENGLISH

season in which the champion won Right: Donnelly
five times, finished on the podium in leads the pack on .
18 of 20 races and wrapped up the title his way to a double
with tworaces still to go ought to be win at awintery
remembered as a dominant one. Croftin May. Three
But Charlie Donnelly will not be more victories
looked back on as the driverwho ruled would be enough
the 2005 UK Formula Ford to seal the title
Championship. Despite achieving all of the above, he was
overshadowed by his Jamun Racing team-mate, Duncan Below: Tappy
Tappy, who stole the show with an unprecedented string of charts the growing
victories in the second half of the year, which culminated with number of
his triumph in the Formula Ford Festival. consecutive wins
[t was a well-balanced championship fight until that point,  at Silverstone.
with Joe D’Agostino and Donnelly sharing the first 11 wins He'd run out of
between them. It was six-five in the American’s favour before fingers by the end
apair of retirements left him with ground to make up. of the year with
Once the season reached Castle Combe at the end of June, 12 in total (ninein
everything changed. Previously, Tappy had beenin touch with ~ the championship
the lead duo without managing to head them, but now, settled  and three at the
into his first full year of carracing, he really started to cash in. FFord Festival)

He was denied his maiden win in the first race at Combe
after clashing with D’Agostino while scrapping for the lead,
but didn’t have to wait too much longer as the American’s
engine failed in the second race, handing victory to Tappy.

That may not have been the most convincing of displays,
but Tappy’s season would only get better from then on.
Double wins followed at the next three rounds but it wasn’t
enough to keep the championship alive and Donnelly was
confirmed as the winner at Snetterton. A few weeks of keeping
his nose clean and settling for podiums had paid dividends.

The final two rounds at Silverstone were billed as a straight
fight between Donnelly and Tappy. With the title won, the
Irishman was free to take the fight to the charging newcomer.
Almost anti-climactically, Tappy controlled another weekend
and posted consecutive wins eight and nine.

[D’Agostino’s decline coincided with Tappy's rise. Suffering
DNFsin three out of five races did enough damage to the
scorecard to leave him out of touch and he would soon be
passed for second in the standings as Tappy’s run continued.

It could have been the American’s year, and looked like it
might be when he won three of the first fourraces. But he was
let down too many times by the car and often couldn’t quite
squeeze the pace from his Van Diemen to match Jamun’s
Mygales. Behind the leading trio, Steve Roberts was usually
best of the rest, with only Rob Sunderland and, late in the
year, Daniel Roos able to trouble the front of the field. =

TOP 3 DRIVERS
AUTOSPORT'S GUIDE TO THE YEAR'SMOVERS ANDSHAKERS

AUTOSPORT'S GUIDE TO THE YEAR'S MOVERS AND SHAKERS

AT W

quucnu L = CHARLIE

TAPPY o DONNELLY ' | D'AGOSTINO
Phenomenal successin T < - Atextbooktitleyear _L Showed speedfromthe
e hisfirstfull yearof car X L withwinsin the firsthalf outset, butsuffered a
racing, highlighted by / W and podiumsinall but luckless seasonand
hiswinning streak from A *. tworacestobringit =+ losttouchwiththe
CastleCombeonwards. 7 . Ml et home atthe end. - oo Mygale pairing ahead.

‘_ , -. t hity m. -.}.- ; E%:;;‘ gﬁsﬁ‘“‘*’l*‘l_ﬁi‘a i _' | il fw =3 'J}g'i. f e 112 2y o ladle | lle L QYA .
1 Eharile Dunnelly (IRL) Jamun Racmg M;rgale SJ04 3rdy/1st Eudf EHd Ist/1st Er‘ldf Ist  3rd/3rd  Ist/2nd  3rd/2nd  2nd/Tth  4th/3rd  3rd/3rd 536
2 Duncan Tappy (GB) Jamun Racing Mygale SJ04 Znd/2nd DNF/DNF  8th/3rd  3rd/3rd  2nd/2nd  DQY/Ist  Ist/lst  1st/lst  Istflst  1st/lst 479
I 3 Joe D'Agostino (USA) Team JLR Van Diemen RF05 Ist/DNF  1st/1st  3rdf2nd  1st/2nd  1st/Ist DNEDNF  2nd/3rd DNF/2nd  2nd/2nd  2nd/2nd 462
4 Stephen Roberts (GB) Kevin Mills Racing VD RFO4 Sth/dth  5th/DNF  4th/7th  5th/5th  5th/5th 2nd/ONF  4th/th  3rd/3rd  3Srd/dth  5th/DNF 368
5 Jonny Baker (GE) Team JLR Van Diemen RFO4 7th/6th  DNF/5th  6th/6th  6th/6th  Tth/Bth  4th/3rd  5th/5th  4th/5th  5thf6th  4th/DNF 345
6 Christian Ebbesvik (N) Team JLR Van Diemen RFO4 4th/5th  DNF/4th 5th/5th DNF/7th  6th/6th  3rd/dth  DNF/6th  6thfdth  6th/5th - 321
7 Sarah Playfair (GB) Mackie M'sport Mygale SJ2001 9th/8th  7th/6th  7th/8th  7th/DNF  Bth/7th - 6th/7th  5th/6th . - 210
8 Rob Sunderland (GB) Mackie M'sport Mygale $J2000 6th/3rd  3rd/3rd  2nd/4th DNF/DNF  4th/th = T = = = 187
9 Darwin Smith (IRL) Kartstart Spirit WLO5 8th/7th  4th/DNF DNF/DNF  4th/4th - - - - - - 96
10  Alan Kirkaldy (GB) Kartstart Van Diemen RFO1 DNF/9th - - DNF/DNS - - - - - - 12

ALL PICS: EBREY/LAT

Points table includes registered championship competitors only.

Key to races: 1/2 Donington Park National, April 2/3; 3/4 Oulton Park, April
23/24; 5/6 Croft, May 7/8; 7/8 Knockhill, May 21/22; 9/10 Thruxton, May 28/29;
11/12 Castle Combe, June 25/26; 13/14 Brands Hatch Indy, July 30/31; 15/16

Silverstone Grand Prix, August 13/14; 17/18 Snetterton, September 24/25; 19/20
Silverstone International, October 8/9. Points system: 30-27-25-22-20-18-16-14-
12-10-8-6-4-2-1. Fastest lap - 1. Pole position - L
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A1Grand Prix
FirsttestatSilverstone (Aug 11—TR)
Season preview (Sep 22 —TR)

A1 Grand Prixreports

Brands Hatch (Sep 29—TR)
Lausitz(Oct 13—ES)

Estoril (Oct27—AVDB)

Eastern Creek (Nov10—TR)

Malaysia (Nov17—AVDB)
Dubai(Dec15/22—CB)

Mondello Park (Jul 28 —ES)
Snetterton (Aug 11 —ES)
Knockhill (Sep 1—ES)
Silverstone (Sep 22 —ES)

Brands hatch (Oct 6—ES)
Champ Car

Cristiano da Matta (Feb 17 —DM)
BrunoJunqueira(Mar10—DM)
Season preview (Apr7 —DM)
Rookiesrated (Apr21—DM)

ALMS Mario Dominguez (May 19—DM)
Sebring 12 Hours preview (Mar 17 —GW) Champ Carmid-term (Jul 28 —DM)
ALMS reports Champ CarSafety Team (Sep 15—DM)

Sebring (Mar24—GW)
Road Atlanta (Apr21—JI)
Mid-Ohio (May 26—]1)
Lime Rock (ul 7—J1)

Sears Point (Jul21-]I)
Portland (Aug 4—JI)

Road America (Aug 25—1)
Mosport (Sep 8—]I)

Road America (Oct 6—J1)
LagunaSeca (Oct20—1)

Paul Tracy (Sep 22 —DM)
Team costs (Oct20—DM)
Champ Carreports
Long Beach (Apr14—DM)
Monterrey (May 26 —DM)
Milwaukee (Jun 9—DM)
Portland Jun23—DM)
Cleveland (Jun 30—DM)
Toronto (Jul 14— DM)
Edmonton (Jul21—DM)

Armchair Enthusiast San José (Aug4—DM)

January 13 Denver(Aug 18 —DM)
January27 Montréal (Sep 1—DM)

March 17 LasVegas (Sep29—DM)
December Surfers Paradise (Oct 27 —DM)
Autosport Awards Mexico City (Nov 10—DM)
December8 DTM

Jamie Green (Jan 20—AVDB)
Opel'sfightfor DTMfuture (Mar20—CB)
Season preview (Apr14—CB)
Spapreview (May 12 —CB)

Mattias Ekstrom (Jul 7—CB)

DTM Legends (Jul21—CB)
LaurentAiello retires (Oct 27 —CB)
Mika Hakkinen (Nov24—(B)
DTMreports

Hockenheim (Apr21—CB)
Lausitz(May S—CB)
Spa-Francorchamps(May 19—CB)
Brno (Jun9—CB)

Oschersleben (Jun30—CB)
Norisring (Jul 21 —CB)
Nurburgring (Aug 11—CB)
Zandvoort (Sep 1—CB)
Lausitz(Sep 22 —CB)
|stanbul (Oct 6 —CB)

Hockenheim (Oct27—CB)
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AutosportInternational

Show previewpt1 (Jan 6)

Showreport (Jan 20)

2006 show preview—the Donington
Collection(Dec15/22 —]H)

British Rally

Mark Higgins and Matt Wilson (Apr 7 — GB)
Scottish Rally's 60th (Jun 9—GB)
British Rally reports

Wales(Apr28 —GB)

Pirelli(May26 —GB)

Scottish (Jun16—GB)
JimClark (Jul 14—GB)
TOTALManx (Aug 4 —GB)

Ulster (Sep 8 —GB)

TrackrodRally (Oct 13 —GB)
TempestRally (Nov10—GB)
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FIAGTs

FIAGT season preview (Apr7—GW)
Spa 24 Hours preview (Jul 28 —GW)
FIAGTreports

Monza (Apr 14—GW)
Magny-Cours (May 5—GW)
Silverstone (May 19—GW)

Imola (Jun2 —GW)

Brno (Jun30—MC)

Spa (Aug 4—GW)

Oschersleben (Sep 1—GW)
Istanbul (Sep 22 —GW)
Zhuhai(Oct 27 —GW)

Dubai (Nov24—MC)

British Touring Cars
Season preview (Apr 7 —ES)
Team Dynamics’ Honda Integra

(Jun16—ES) Bahrain (Dec1—GW)
ColinTurkington and Gavin Smith Fifth Column by Nigel Roebuck
(ul7—E9) Powderpuff(jan 6)

YvanMuller (Aug 25—ES) Outwiththenew(Jan13)

British Touring Carreports Whento quitF1 (Jan20)

Donington (Apr 14 —ES) Anoldalliance (Jan27)

Thruxton (May 5—ES) Watkins gen (Feb 3)

Brands Hatch (Jun 9—ES) High price of success (Feb 10)
Oulton Park (Jun23—NP) Thinking man’s gain (Feb 17)

Croft(Jul21—ES) The priceisn'tright (Feb 24)
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BRAVE ENOUGH.

Newrules, and new challenges (Mar 3)
Fisi steals the show (Mar 10)
Arecord stillunbroken (Mar 17)
The cost ofarrogance (Mar24)
Playyour cardsright (Mar31)
Seizing the moment (Apr7)
Youth overexperience (Apr14)
Winningis everything (Apr21)
Aclash ofthe titans (Apr28)
Changeforthe better(May5)
The carinfront... (May 12)
Testing the facilities (May 19)
Areturntoreal racing (May 26)
Theracer'sdecision (Jun2)

Nomore ‘F1 by numbers’ (Jun9)
Theheatison(Jun16)

Acomplete disaster (Jun23)

When sport mattered (Jun 30)
Making amends?(Jul 7)
Aflawinthe law (Jul 14)
Rememberthefans(jul21)
Amissed opportunity (Jul 28)
Abattle ofwills (Aug 4)
Timetomove on(Aug11)

Two's company (Aug 18)

Track test (Aug 25)
GP2'srecipeforsuccess(Sep 1)
Listeninginat Renault (Sep 8)

Woe Rouge (Sep 15)
Heavenonearth (Sep 22)
Thewinningformula (Sep 29)
Catching up withthe Jones (Oct 6)
Totheracersthe spoils (Oct 13)
Shanghai surprises (Oct 20)
Onawingandaprayer(Oct27)

Old masters still havinga blast (Nov 3)
Relinquishing control (Nov 10)
Pastmasterclass (Nov17)
Memories of Jabby (Nov24)
Whythe change ofheart? (Dec 1)
Ridergoesdown astorm (Dec 8)
Williams makes his choice (Dec15/22)
F1’sInside Line by Mark Hughes
I'ma manufacturer, get me out of here
(Jan 6)

Whenwarisgood(Jan13)
Gimmeabreak (Jan 20)
F1:aweekinalife (Jan27)
Numbers game (Feb 3)

Ready? Draw! (Feb 10)
Timetolookagain(Feb17)
Thinkofanumber(Feb 24)
Bucking the trend (Mar3)

It's goodto be back (Mar 10)

Did Red Bull really have wings? (Mar 17)
Thatshrinking feeling (Mar24)
InFerrari'sdefence (Mar31)
Nowandthen (Apr7)

Anewrole (Apr14)

Persistent rumours (Apr21)

Heart ofthe matter (Apr28)
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Schu meets hismacho (May5)
Aslice of paranoia (May 12)
Perceptionisnine tenths of the law
(May19)

Agreatdoubleact (May26)

A qualified double-bluff(Jun 2)
Nosimple answers (Jun 9)

The Trullisimple life (Jun 16)
Openinggambit (Jun23)

Who judgesthe judge? (Jun 30)
Breakingup issoveryhardto do (Jul 7)
Goinggreen (Jul 14)

An extradimension (Jul 21)
Dark side of downforce (Jul 28)
You can'talways getwhatyouwant (Aug 4)
Let'sgettechnical (Aug11)
Treading carefully (Aug 18)
Jobsforthe boys (Aug 25)
Statsthe wayitis (Sep 1)
Conjuringa solution?(Sep 8)
The safety perspective (Sep 15)
Multi-team swap shop (Sep 22)
Pat’s pragmatism (Sep 29)
Workingthe shift (Oct 6)
Tyresare a-changin’ (Oct13)
Inreverse order (Oct 20)
Downforce theissue (Oct27)
Backto the good old days (Nov 3)
Respectwhereit’sdue (Nov10)
Genius atwork (Nov17)
Ifitain'tbroke...(Nov24)
Fields of dreams (Dec1)
Theoriginal ] Villeneuve (Dec8)
Onlythe lonely (Dec15/22)
Formula3

British F3 preview(Mar31—RA)
Eight-waytitle fight (Jul 7— RA)
Formula3 reports
Donington Park (Apr7 —RA)
Croft(May 12 —RA)

Knockhill (May 26 —RA)
Thruxton(Jun2 —RA)

Marlboro Masters (Jun 16—RA)
Castle Combe (Jun 30—RA)
Monza(Jul 14—RA)

Silverstone (Aug 18—RA)
Nurburgring (Sep 8—RA)
Mondello Park (Sep 22 —RA)
Silverstone (Oct 13 —RA)
Macau Grand Prix (Nov 24 —RA)
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F3 Euroseries

Season preview (Apr14—AVDB)
Lewis Hamilton (Sep 29— M)

F3 Euroseriesreports
Hockenheim (Apr21—|M)
Pau(May12—]M)
Spa-Francorchamps (May 19—|M)
Monaco (May 26 —CB)
Oschersleben (Jun 30—CB)
Norisring (Jul21—]N)
Nurburgring (Aug 11—JM)
Zandvoort (Sep 1—AVDB)
Lausitz(Sep 22— M)

Hockenheim (Oct27—M)
FormulaNippon/Japanese GT
Richard Lyons (Jan 27 —MS)
Japanese racing preview (Mar 24 —CB)
Lyons lookingto leave Japan
(Nov17—CB)

GP2

Giammaria Bruni (Feb 3—AVDB)
Heikki Kovalainen (Feb 24—AVDB)
Season preview (Apr21—AVDB)
Adam Carroll (Aug 18 —AVDB)
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GP2reports

Imola(Apr28—AVDB)

Spain (May 12—AVDB)

Monaco (May26—AVDB)

NUrburgring (Jun2—AVDB)
Magny-Cours (Jul 7—AVDB)
Silverstone (Jul 14—AVDB)
Hockenheim (Jul28 —AVDB)

Hungary (Aug 4—AVDB)

Turkey (Aug 25—AVDB)

Monza (Sep 8—AVDB)

Spa(Sep 15—AVDB)

Bahrain (Oct 6—AVDB)

Grand Prix 2005

Anthony Davidson (Jan 6 —AR)

Team bosses’ signaturesanalysed (Jan 6)
David Coulthard at Red Bull Racing
(Jan13—DM/AC/AR)

ToyotaTF105 launch(Jan13—AR)
BAROO7 launch (Jan20—AR)
SauberC24 launch (Jan 20—MH)
PaulStoddart (Jan 27 —|H)
FrenchdriversinF1(Jan 27 —AVDB)
Williams FW27 launch (Feb 3 —AR/TD)
RenaultR25 launch (Feb 3—MH/TD)
ProfessorSid Watkins (Feb 10—NR)
WhatF1’snewrules mean (Feb24—AC)
Intra-team battlesin 2005 (Feb 24 —TD)
Ferrari F2005 launch (Mar 3—AR)
Midland F1 (Mar 3 —AVDB)

Ron Dennis (Mar3—NR)

Red Bull's dream debut (Mar 17 —AR)
F1: neitherslower or safer (Mar 17 —PN)
Ferrariinafix(Mar31—MH)
Minarditurns 20 (Mar31—AC)

What's gonewrongat BAR (Apr14—MH)
Felipe Massa (Apr14—AR)

Toyota 10-page special (Apr21—AR/MH)
Jean Todt(May5—AR)

Jacques Villeneuve (May 5 — AC)

Monte Carlo—the ultimate driving track
(May 19—DM)

Howto be quickatMonte (May 19—]T)
FernandoAlonso (Jun 9—AC)

The USA’s potential F1 stars (Jun 9—DM)
Kimi Raikkonen (un30—MH)

McLaren special (Jul 21):

Juan Pablo Montoya (TD)

Adrian Newey (MH/GP)
RonDennis’s top six trophies (DM)
Coulthard:stillfired upforracing
(Aug 11—AR)

Why Ferrari signed Massa (Aug 11 —AC)
Has Schuey lostit? (Aug 18— MH)
Istanbul Park (Aug 18 —JH)

Renault special (Sep 1);

Giancarlo Fisichella (AC)

R25inthe making (MH/GA)

Engine secrets (AR)

Heikki Kovalainen (JH)

Williams special (Sep 22):
SirFrankWilliams (JM)

ey s oaling changes
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Cosworth engines (TC)

Techteam (AR)

RaikkonenvAlonso (Sep 29 —MH)
F1’syoungest champ (Sep 29—AC)
Button:worththe trouble? (Oct 6—1D)
Button: theverdict (Oct 6)
Villeneuve'sdifficult year (Oct27— MH)
PeterSauber (Oct27—DT)

Mark Webber s bad year (Nov 3 —MH)
Nico Rosberg atWilliams (Nov 3 —AR)
Massa at Ferrari (Nov3 —AR)

Past Ferrari drivers’ advice to Massa
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THE FULL STORY:
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(Nov3 —AC)

Montoya finding his feetatMcLaren

(Nov10—AR)

McLaren MP4-20—2005"sfastest car

(Nov10—MH)

Christian Horner (Nov 17 —AVDB)
Mario Theissenand BMW (Nov 17 —NR)
Nick Heidfeld (Nov 17 —DM)

Todt plans Ferrarirevival (Nov24—AC)
Goodbye Jordan (Nov24—MH)

Colin Kolles(Nov24—TD)

Stoddartbowsout (Dec1—TR)
Katherine Legge’sF1 test(Dec1—TR)
F1wintertesting (Dec 8—AR)

F1 todayvclass of 75 (Dec15/22 —MH)
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Grand Prix previews
Season preview (Feb 10)
Australia (Mar 3)
Malaysia (Mar 17)
Bahrain (Mar31)
Imola(Apr21)

Spain (May 5)
Monaco (May 19)
European (May 26)
Canada(Jun9)
United States(Jun 16)
France (Jun 30)
Germany (Jul 21)
Hungary (Jul 28)
Turkey (Aug 18)

Italy (Sep 1)

Belgium (Sep 8)

Brazil (Sep 22)

Japan (Oct 6)
China(Oct13)
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Grand Prixreports
Australia(Mar 10—MH)
Malaysia (Mar24—MH)
Bahrain (Apr7 —MH)
Imola (Apr28—MH)
Spain (May 12 —MH)
Monaco (May 26 —MH)
Europe (Jun2—MH)
Canada (Jun16—MH)
United States (Jun 23 —MH)
France (Jul 7—MH)
Britain (Jul 14 —MH)
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Germany (Jul28 —MH)
Hungary (Aug 4—MH)
Turkey (Aug 25—MH)

[taly (Sep 8 —MH)
Belgium (Sep 15—MH)

Brazil (Sep 29 —MH)

Japan (Oct 13—MH)
China(Oct20—MH)

Grand Prix Masters

Mansell's return toracing (Nov 3 —JH)
Grand Prix Mastersreports
Kyalami(Nov17—TD)

Historics

Goodwood Festival of Speed preview
(Jun23—MP)

Goodwood Festival of Speed report
(Jun30—MP)

Goodwood Revival preview (Sep 15—PF)
Goodwood Revival report (Sep 22 —MP)
Introducing...

Sakon Yamamoto (Oct 13)

Greg Mansell (Oct 20)

Sebastian Vettel (Nov 3)
FranzTost(Nov17)
IRLIndyCarSeries

Patrick Carpentier(Jan 6—DM)
Adrian Fernandez(Jan 13—DP)
DanWheldon(Feb3—JOD)
Rahal-Letterman Racing (Feb 24—)0L)
Season preview (Mar3—)0U)
PantherRacing (Mar31—)0L

Indy 500 dream grid (May 19 —RM)
Wheldonand Patrick—Indy 500 stars
(Jun2—DP)

IRL’s road show (Aug 25—CB)

Danica Patrick (Dec15/22 —CB)
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IRLreports

Homestead (Mar10—)00L
Phoenix(Mar24—)00L)
StPetersburg (Apr7—J0U)
Motegi (May5—JOL)
Indianapolis S00 (Jun 2—JOU)
Texas(Jun16—)0L)
Richmond(Jun30—)0L)

Kansas (Jul7—J0OU)

Nashville (ul21—)0D
Milwaukee (Jul28—)0L)
Michigan (Aug4—JOL)

Kentucky (Aug18—J0U)

Pikes Peak (Aug25—)0U)

Sears Point (Sep 1—J0U)

Chicago (Sep 15—J0L)
Watkins Glen (Sep 29—)0L)
Fontana(Oct20—J0OL)

Le Mans Endurance Series
Season preview (Apr14—GW)

Le Mans Endurance Series reports
Spa 1000km (Apr21—GW)
Monza (Jul 14 —GW)

Silverstone (Aug 18— GW)
Nurburgring (Sep 8 —GW)
Istanbul (Nov 17 —GW)
McLarenAutosport BRDC Award
Yourchancetovote (Sep 1/8/15)
The nominations (Oct 20)

Race onforfinalists (Nov 3 —RA/SE/ES)
Snetterton test (Nov 24 —SE)
NASCAR

Europeansin NASCAR (Jan 6 —]H)
JeffGordon (Feb 3—]H)

Season preview (Feb 10—BB)
Mark Martin (Mar 17 —BB)

Robin Pemberton (Mar24 —GK)
Carl Edwards (May 12 —BB)
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JeffGordon’s 05 woes (Aug 25 —BB)
NASCARreports

Daytona 500(Feb 24 —GK)

National Focus

British rallycross challenge (Jan 6 —ES)
Ex-Villeneuve Ferrariin TGP (Jan 27 —RA)
Cleland boys’ differingambitions
(Feb3—RA)

SoperSportin Formula BMW (Feb 10—RA)
James Jakes (Feb 17 —RA)

RenaultClio Cupvroad car(Feb24—ES)
International Historic Motorsport Show
(Mar3—MP)

Caterham Seven test drive (Mar 10—CH)
TomKimber-Smith in Formula Renault
(Mar17—RA)

Formula 1000 rally car build (Mar 24 —JH)
British GT and Formula Ford preview
(Mar31—RA)

Formula Renault preview (Apr 7 —SE)
Formula PalmerAudi'spros (Apr21—RA)
ColinWhite (May 12—RA)
BrianJones (May 19 —RA)

SEAT Cupra Championship (May 26 —RA)
ShelsleyWalsh’s centenary (Aug 18 —MP)
Silverstone 24 Hours preview (Sep 8 —RA)
AlexStorckenfeldtand Sebastian

' Hohenthal (Oct20—SB)
-~ Formula BMW driving school (Nov 3—SE)

National pictures of the year (Dec15/22)
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Obituaries
Mike Bennion (Jan 27)
NigelBigwood (Feb 10)
Maurice Trintignantand Richard Simms
(Feb17)
JimMorgan (Feb 24)
Pauli Toivonen(Mar3)
AlanBarr (Mar31)
CliffAllison (Apr 14)
Prince Rainier of Monaco (Apr 14)
Gerry Marshall (Apr28)
John Love (Apr28)
Martin Donnelly (Apr28)
Rhys Howells (May 5)
GuntherSchmid (jun 9)
JimBullough(un9)
ChristopherBelton {Jul21)
John Green (Jul21)
David Williams (Aug 25)
Michael ‘Beef Park (Sep22)
BerniKeefe (Sep 22)
AdrianKidd (Oct13)
Adrian Yates-Smith (Oct 13)
Gerard ‘Jabby’ Crombac (Nov 24)
RichardBumns (Dec1—DE)
Race ofChampions
RoCpreview(Dec1—CB)
RoCreport (Dec8—TR)
Reviews 2005
British Touring Car Championship
(Oct13—ES)
GP2 (Oct20—AVDB)
F3 Euroseries (Nov 3 —)M)
British F3 Championship (Nov 3 —RA)
DTM (Nov10—CB)
FormulaRenault UK(Nov10—SB)
SCSA(Nov10—RA)
IRLIndyCarSeries (Nov 17 —J00)
Renault Clio Cup (Nov17—MO)
SEAT Cupra Cup (Nov 17 - MO)
Porsche Carrera Cup (Nov 17 —PL)
Champ Car(Nov24—DM)
Formula BMW (Nov24—SE)
World Rally Championship (Dec8—DE)
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British Hillclimb Championship
(Dec8—)9)

British Rallycross Championship
(Dec8—TW)

Special Features

The UK's best racing hopes (Jan 6)

Pro Performance (Jan 6—AH)

Gettingto F1withoutkarting (Jan 13 —AC)
Andy Priaulx's F1 test (Feb 3—AR)

John Edwards, America’s next F1 champ?
(Feb 10—]H)

Tengreatest GPs (Feb 17)

Gambling on motorsport (Feb 17 —ES)
The menwho beat Button—where are
they now? (Mar 10—ES)
Tony/ardine (Mar 17 —JH)

Alain Prost goes GT racing (Mar 31 —CB)
Gordon Kirby'sfond farewell (Mar31)
Katherine Legge’s Toyota Atlanticwin
(Apr28—JS)

Drivers out of work (May 19 —CB)

David Richards’ book, Driven Man (May
26)

What motorsport’sdoneforus
(Jun2—KH)

Klaas Zwaart’s Ascari track (Jun 9—AVDB)
Must-see motorsport (Aug 18)

Drivers getting the boot (Sep 15—ES)
Britswho are bigStateside (Oct 6—ES)
Race of Stars karting event (Nov 10—DM)
Tenth anniversary of McRae’sWRCwin
(Nov24—DB)

Britain’s F1 starsinwaiting (Dec1)
Pictures oftheyear(Dec15/22)

Top 50drivers(Dec15/22)
Motorsportfailures (Dec15/22)
Driversinthe movies(Dec15/22—RH)
Sportscars

Daytona 24 Hours preview (Feb 3 —GW)
Paul Newman at Daytona (Feb 17 —GK)
MaxAngelelli (Feb24—GW)
MaseratiMC12 (Mar3—GW)
ORECAatLe Mans(Mar 24 —GW)
Leading Brits atLe Mans (Jun 16 —GW)
Sébastien LoebatLe Mans (Jun23—DE)
Porsche’snewMP2 car (Jun 30—GW)
Nicolas Minassian (Sep 22 —GW)
AudiR10(Dec15/22 —GW)
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Spnrtscarrepurls

Daytona 24 Hours (Feb 10—GW)
Nurburgring 24 Hours (May 12 —RDB)
Le Mans 24 Hours (Jun 23 —GW/ES)
Staffcomment

Single-seater confusion (Jan 6 —GW)
F1'stsunamiblunder(Jan13—JH)
TheWorld Cup of Motorsport (Jan20—CB)
MSAmissing young talent (Jan27 —JM)
British F3inatrough (Feb 3 —MS)
Enoughof F1 politics! (Feb 10—AVDB)
SidWatkins and Mika Hakkinen
(Feb17—DM)
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MSV delivers on grassroots motorsport
(Feb24—JH)

Audi’s Quattro celebration (Mar 3 —JM)
WhyWRC shouldn’t rely onits old stars

(Mar10—DE)

GP2 —thetension’s building

(Mar17 —AVDB)
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The costof budget motorsport
(Mar24—ES)

Champ Caringood shape (Mar31—DM)
Skoda’s WRC driver merry-go-round
(Apr7—DE)

NASCAR reaches outto the masses
(Apr14—]M)

Whylmolaisn'tso great (Apr21—JH)
Whythe DTM needs anewmanufacturer
(May 5—CB)

Nurturing British rally talent (May 12 —DE)
Trouble brewing at the BRDC (May 19—
JH)

Where Francois Duvalwentwrong
(May26—DE)

Champ Car's underrated drivers
(Jun2—DM)

The trials of the club rally driver (Jun 9—JH)
Whyit'swrong to slow down GT1 cars
(Jun16—GW)

Whyyoung British racers are struggling
abroad (Jun23—SE)

Cosworth’'s awkward link with the IRL
(Jun30—DM)

WRC minusBurns and McRae (Jul 7—DE)
British GP—where’s the value formoney?
(Jul14—JH)

BTCC: bigonpromotion (Jul21—ES)
Twentyyears onAutosport (Jul 28 —AC)
Alukewarmwelcome to motorsport
(Aug4—ES)

Why Champ Car Atlanticsis good news
(Aug11—DM)

Whyis Colin McRae doing Rally GB?
(Aug 18—JM)

Should Firmanraceforlreland in A1GP?
(Aug25—JH)

The BRChadtoact (Sep 1—GB)

NASCAR must respectits roots (Sep 8 —
M)
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BAR’S brave bid at Bonneville (Sep 15—
AR)

Goodwood’sforward thinking
(Sep22—JH)

A1 GP’s promising debut (Sep 29—AVDB)
BTCC deservesaboost (Oct 6 —ES)
Afittinggoodbye to ‘Beef (Oct 13 —DE)
Nigel Mansell makes awelcome return
(Oct20—JH)

Nico Rosberg deserveshisF1chance
(Oct27—AVDB)

The Autosport Awards’ X-Factorfeel
(Nov3—CB)

COSWORTH
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WhatA1 GP must do tosucceed
(Nov10—TR)

The AudiR8's great career (Nov 17 —GW)
Why drivers shouldn’t miss Macau
(Nov24—CB)

Vauxhall's big-name Mullerreplacement
(Dec1—ES)

John Force’sstarturn atthe Autosport
Awards (Dec8—JH)

Le Mansasatechnology breeding ground
(Dec15/22-DS)

Supplements

Autosport International show guide
(Jan13)

Ultimate Guide to National Racing
(Apr14)

Le Mans 24 Hours(Jun 9)

British Grand Prix(Jul 7)

WalesRallyGB (Sep 15)

Champions 2005 (Dec1)
Formula12005 (Dec15/22)
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Top Story

Rulesshake-up to alterface of F1
(Jan6—AR)

DCbacks Red Bull reshuffle (Jan 13—AR)
BAR adopts ‘winorbust’ planfor2005 (Jan
20—AR)

MP4-20isa Ferrari-beater (Jan27—TD)
Williams: fraughttimes are ahead
(Feb3—AR)

Red Bull goesradical for'05

(Feb 10—AC/JM)
Keytestforstruggling BAR (Feb 17)
Dennis:We can make Montoya a
champion (Feb24—AR)

Ferrari urged torace F2005 early
(Mar3—AR)

How Renaultrocked F1 rivals
(Mar10—AR)

Davidson lined up for Villeneuve drive
(Mar17—AR)

Ferrari admits F2005 concemn
(Mar24—AR)

New Bridgestones key tofresh Ferrari
attack (Mar31—AR)

Renault: R25 yettouse maxpower
(Apr7—AR)

De Ferran: mytitle planfor BAR
(Apr14—AR)

Imola crucialto Ferrari title hopes
(Apr21—AR)

BARfacesbaninImola GPweight row
(Apr28—AR)

Updated McLaren raises hopes offirst'05
victory (May5—AR)

BARrace ban gives Williamsfirst claimon
Buttonfor’06 (May 12 —AR)

Wurz's 210mph test crash raisesfears
(May19—AR)

Button:ban did usgood (May26—AR)
Wheldon eyes BAR after Indywin
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PG OLRT S350 BETOUT MEANS
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(Jun2—CB/AR)

Driversvoice tyrefears (Jun 9—AR)
Coulthard startstalks toreplace Buttonat
BAR (Jun 16 —AR)

Formula TincrisisafterIndy chaos
(Jun23—AR)

BMW hunts starnamesfor06
(Jun30—AR)

F1teamsform plansto oust Mosleyfrom
FlApresidency (Jul7—TD)

Button looking for BAR future (Jul 14—AR)
Newey keeps faithwith McLaren
(Jul21—MH/AR)

Button: BARis mybest option (Jul 28 —AR)

Barrichello to join BAR for2006
(Aug4—AR)
Davidsonfreetoseek’06 race deal
(Aug11—AR)

Williams ‘canwin’ with Cosworth
(Aug18—AR)

Button holds keyto 05 title fight
(Aug25—AR)

Mansellinracereturn (Sep 1—AR)
Alonso setto make history (Sep 8—AR)
Minardisold to Red Bull (Sep 15—AR)
Martin: “I've lost afriend and brother™
(Sep22—-DB)

Alonso title win keeps Renaultin F1
(Sep29—AR)

Davidson and Sato setfornew Honda
junior’ F1team (Oct 6—AR)
Shanghai showdownforteams'title
(Oct13—AR)

Wales EB tl'.'ulgl-:-lhtF
stuns rallying

Freak accident claims
British co-driver Park

3 Spert iy Lribde .

Rosberg to race forWilliams (Oct 20—AR)
‘Fan-friendly’ F1 carfor2007 (Oct27—AR)
Suzuki has 128 daysto getreadyforF1
(Nov3—AR)

Newey quits McLarenfor Red Bull
(Nov10—AVDB)
Bigger, better Mastersfor'06
(Nov17—AVDB/TD)

Villeneuve fighting for his F1 future
(Nov24—AR)

WRC stars paytribute to Burns
(Dec1-DB)

Toyota takes earlyleadin F1 testing
(Dec8—AR)

Rallying debates new global series
(Dec15/22-DE)

Touring Cars

Australian V8 Supercar preview
(Mar3—PB)

TrackTest

LolaA1GP(Feb10)

CitroénC2 (Feb24—]H)
RenaultMégane Trophy and World Series
racers (Apr28 —BC)

GP2 (Aug11-8C)

Porsche 997 GT3 Cup (Sep 8 —BC)

Group N Ford Fiesta ST (Sep 15 —NMS)

.........
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LOEE CLINCHES WORLD RALLY TITLE

THAT COALD WEEP SEB FOR ‘04

BUVLALID CITIHOEN MECA-TEAM

Grand Prix Masters (Nov 10—NM)
Ford FiestaSupercar(Dec 1—NMS)
WTCC

Rob Huff (Jan 6 —MS)

WTCC—will itwillwork (Jan 27 —GW)
AlainMenu (Feb24—CB)

Season preview (Mar31—GW)
BMWlegends (May 12 —DM)
WTCCin Britain (May 12 —GW)
AlexZanardi (Sep 8—DM)
Successballastissues (Sep 29 —GW)
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CHINESE GP SPECIAL
ons!
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1T'S DONE: ROSBERC'S _~ A
WILLIAMS RACE
FOEESILA I'S LATEST FUMOUS SO8 SAYS: 1 CANHARDLE WARY WEBBER™
- AP T S N
WTCCreports

Monza (Apr 14 —GW)
Magny-Cours (May 5—GW)
Silverstone (May 19 —GW)

Imola (Jun2 —GW)

Mexico (Jun 30—GW)
Spa(Aug4—GW)

Oschersleben (Sep 1—GW)
Istanbul (Sep 22 —GW)
Valencia (Oct 6—GW)

Macau (Nov24—GW)

World Rally

Niall McShea (Jan 6—DE)

Mattias Ekstrom (Jan 6 —CB)

Chris Atkinson (Jan 13 —DE)

Dakar Rally (Jan13—JH)

Robby Gordon’s Dakar (Jan 27 —JH)
KrisMeeke (Feb3—DE)

Audi Quattro celebration (Feb 10—]M)
Corrado Provera (Feb 24 —AP)
Daniel Sola(Mar3—DB)
SubaruWRC2005 (Mar10—DE)
Rally GBfix(Mar24—DE)
Citroénfightback (Mar31—DE)
Ford Focus WRCO6 pt1 (Apr21—)M)
Gigi Galli (Apr28—AP)

Ford Focus WRCO6 pt2 (May 26 —]M)
Sébastien Loeb (Jun16—DE)

Ford Focus WRC06 pt3 (Jul 7—DE)
Marcus Gronholm (Jul 28 —AP)
Prodrive’s Group Nwinner (Aug 18 —Db)
Ford FocusWRCO6 pt3 (Aug25—JM)
What's gone wrong at Subaru?
(Oct13-DD)

Ford Focus WRCO6 goes testing
(0ct27—M)
Loeb—Autosport's top driver of 2005
(Dec15/22-DB)

World Rally previews
Season preview (Jan 20—DE/JH)
Sweden (Feb 10—DE)
Mexico (Mar10—DE)
NewZealand (Apr7—DE)
Italy (Apr28—DB)
Cyprus (May 12 —DBE)
Turkey (Jun2—DE)
Acropolis (Jun23—DE)
Argentina (Jul 14—DE)
Finland (Aug4—DE)
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Deutschland (Aug 25—DB)
Japan (Sep29—DE)
Corsica (Oct20—DE)
World Rallyreports
Monte Carlo(Jan27—DE)
Sweden (Feb 17—DE)
Mexico (Mar 17 —DE)
NewZealand (Apr14—DE)
Italy (May S—DE)

Cyprus (May19—DE)
Turkey (Jun9—DE)
Acropolis (Jun 30—DE)
Argentina (Jul 21-DE)
Finland (Aug 11—DE)
Deutschland (Sep 1—AP)
Great Britain (Sep 22 —DE)
Japan (Oct6—DE)
Corsica(Oct27—DE)
Catalunya(Nov3—JM)
Australia(Nov17—DE)

Key
GA—GaryAnderson
RA—Richard Asher
GB—Gillian Bell
BB—Ben Blake
CB—CharlesBradley
PB— Phil Branagan
TC—Tom Clarkson
BC—BenCollins
AC—Adam Cooper
MC—Mike Cotton
RDB—Rene de Boer
TD—TonyDodgins
SE—Steven English
DE—David Evans
PF—Paul Fearnley
CH—Chris Harris
AH—Ann Hartland
RH—Richard Heseltine
JH—JimHolder
KH—Keith Howard
MH —Mark Hughes
JI—JonathanIngram
GK—Gordon Kirby
PL—Paul Lawrence
DM—David Malsher
JM—]John Mcllroy

NM —Nigel Mansell
NMS—Niall McShea
DM—Diego Mejia
RM—Robin Miller
JN—Jonathan Noble
PN—Peter Nygaard
JOL—]Jeff Olson
MO—Marc Orme
AP—AnthonyPeacock
DP—David Phillips
NP—Nick Phillips
GP—Giorgio Piola
MP—Marcus Pye
TR—Timothy Redmayne
NR—Nigel Roebuck
AR—Anthony Rowlinson
S—JeremyShaw
MS—Marcus Simmons
ES—Edd Straw
JS—JerrySturman
DT—David Tremayne
|T—Jarno Trulli
AVDB—Andrewvan de Burgt
GW—Gary Watkins
TW—Tim Whittington
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'REAR VIEW | THIS WEEK IN MOTORSPORT >

1982 AUTOSPORT AWARDS

Nowalavishoccasion held at London’s Grosvenor House Hotel and attended by the
cream ofinternational motorsport, the awards weren’t always quite so glamorous!

“WORLDCHAMPIONKeke
Rosberg has beenvoted by our
readersto be the first holder of
the annual award, Autosport
International Racing Driver ofthe Year.
There was atremendous response to our
Readers’ Poll, which we announced in our
issue of December 2, with no fewer than
11,944 votes cast before the closing date.
Voteswere castfor 498 drivers and 70 cars.
The International Rally Driver of the Year,
by ahandsome margin, is Audi’s attractive
lady driver Michéle Mouton.
The 1982 Racing Car ofthe Yearisthe
Le Mansand World Endurance Championship-
winning Rothmans Porsche 956, in aclose
resultwith the Formula 1 Ferrari 126 Turbo.
TheRally Carofthe Year,inthe most
convincing victory in any of the eight
categories, is the Audi Quattro.

CROSSWURD by Aleric Linden

One categorywhich stood out as being of
great interest was the British Competition
Driver of the Year. The winnerisJohnWatson,
whose driving this season of the Formula 1
McLaren MP4 has obviously caught the
imagination of Autosport’'s readership.

The National Racing Driver ofthe Year,
for British-based professionals, was won by
British Formula 3 Champion Tommy Byrne.

Fittingly, the new Pace Autosport RAC
British National Rally Champion, Malcolm
Patrick, is the winner of the award of National
Rally Driver of the Year.

Finally, the British Club Driver of the Year—
inwhich no fewerthan 277 driversfrom all
levels of amateur motorsport received votes.
Areal eye-opener has been the popularity of
hillclimb drivers and of them, Martin Bolsover,
is the winner of the award.”

Autosport, December23/30, 1982

3 4 5
ACROSS

. |
Martin Bolsover

ROASTIETOASTIE
NHRATop Fuel dragracer Doug Herbert's ‘rail’

lunchesitsnitro-methane fuelled motor—big time!

22 Stand-in grand prix driver 11 2004 BTCC champion

who scored a points finish at

who won at Monza in April

ANNIVERSARIES

DECEMBER29
AndreaAghini(b1963)
Helmut Kelleners(b 1938)
Allan McNish (b 1969)

DECEMBER30

Emmanuel Clerico(b 1969)
Guy Edwards (b 1942)

Mike Spence (b 1936,
May7'68)

DECEMBER 31

Malcolm Campbell (d1948)
TonyKanaan(b1974)
DannyWatts(b1979)

JANUARY1

Mike Blanchet (b 1948)
Francois Chatriot(b 1952)
Jacky Ickx (b 1945)

Martin Schanche (b 1945)
Hap Sharp(b1928,dMay7°93)
Hans-JoachimStuck(b1951)

JANUARY 2

Beppe Gabbiani(b 1957)
Robby Gordon (b 1969)
Harry Nuttall (b 1963)

JANUARY 3

Ove Andersson(b1938)
FritzHuschkevon Hanstein
(b1911,dMar51996)

Willy TRibbs (b 1956)
Michael Schumacher
(b1969)

Russell Spence (b 1960)

JANUARY 4

Donald Campbell (d1967)
JoGartner(b 1954,
dJun11986)

6 7 8 6 Frenchman who scored a
WRC victory in Germany for

Imola in 2005 (4,4) in the WTCC (8)
3 Citroen in 2001 (8) 13 Alan, runner-up in the ‘03
8 See 15 down DOWN BTCC Production Class (8)

1 British F3 team for whom 15 & 8 across Oriol Servia
Jamie Spence drove in’01 (4)  raced for them in 2005 (6-4)
2 British F3 pilot, Christian (8) 16 Dale _ Racing, Champ Car
3 Cup that Matt Allison team (5)

clinched this yearin a Clio (6) 18 Which current IRL driver

4 Adam, Team Pakistan driver  was stripped of the 2002

9 10 9 Michael, co-driver who
..-. ........ tragically lost his life in Wales
Rally GB (4)
. . . . 10 Nationality of Marko
12 13 Asmer (8)
HEEEE SREEREE -

FUTUREWORLD champion
James Hunt strikes a nervous
poseinhisearly 70sF3 days.
Hisinternational playboy
lifestyle with Lord Hesketh's
crewwas justafewyears away!

Charlie Kimball drove in 2005 in ATGP (4) F3000 title for failing a drugs
. - (5) 5 & 17 across Pennsylvania  test? (4)

20 Surprisingly, they scored
no points this year in F1 until
the French GP (3)

oval (8,8)
7 Mr Soper, who drove for
Peugeot in the ‘01 BTCC (5)

12 How tyres are often
referred to (6)

14 Narain Karthikeyan raced
for them in 2005 (6)

20 16 _ Republic, Tomas Enge’s
.... ATGP team (5)

17 See 5 down
. . 19 Part of the complex at
22 Thruxton together with
........ Campbell and Segrave (4)

21 _ Muller, 2002 and 03

. . ETCC runner-up (4)

PHOTOS: LAT ARCHIVE

11 Down: British WTCC winner inMonza

Answers in next week's issue
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