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Select Motor Racing.com

INTERNATIONAL MOTOR RACING - 2010 BOOK NOW

We offer ‘Worldwide’ flexible
*Go-by-Air options
Our prices do not include Flights - you can

book your own or ask about our Worldwide
Free ‘Find a Flight Service’

e Formula One
Race Tickets, Hospitality, ‘Select’ VIP Packages,
e Escorted Tours by Air e Coach Tours e Self Drive Packages

e Le Mans 24hr

Race Tickets, Circuit Camping, Circuit Hospitality.
« Escorted Tours by Air/Train ¢ Coach Tours e Self Drive

e WRC

Escorted Tours, ALL EUROPEAN EVENTS
Combined German WRC & F1 Belgian GP Tour

e MotoGP & WorldSuperbikes

Race Tickets & Hospitality

e Historic Monaco & Le Mans Classic
Race Tickets & Hospitality

OUR ESCORTED TOUR PACKAGE OFFERS

Choice of Hotels with Airport and Circuit Transfers,
excursions & our UK Travel Team to look after you.
Prices: contact us for your travel package.

F1: Bahrain, Australia, Malaysia, China, Spain, Monaco,
Turkey, Canada, European Valencia, Great British, Germany,
Hungary, Belgium, Italy, Singapore, Japan, Korea, Brazil,
Abu Dhabi.

GP COMBINED TOUR OPTIONS

e Australia-Malaysia e Spain-Monaco ¢ Germany-Hungary

HOLIDAY COACH TOURS

Holiday Coach Tours

offer Great Value, Executive Travel,
. Free Drinks, Relaxed Journey

with extra Tour Excursions.

RACE TICKETS & HOSPITALITY PACKAGES

Free 2010 Brochure

Formula One - Coach Tours
7 nights ‘Half Board’ with Pit Lane Walkabout £368
Monaco 7 nights (no overnight travel) £455 3 nights £344
British 4, 3, 2 nights from £ 289 Race Day only £42
4 nights with Heidelberg Excursion £285
Hungarian 9 nights ‘Imperial Cities Tour’ £669

Visit Mercedes & Porsche Museums, stay in Vienna, Trier,

Spanish

German

Heidelberg and our Budapest Hotel on the Danube with pool
Belgian 4,nights £299 3 nights £245, 2 nights £199

5 night ‘half board’ Tour with Circuit Pit Lane Walkabout, £355
Italian 7 nights with Lake Como and Milan Excursion £439,

Circuit Pit Lane Walkabout, visit the Schlumpf *Museum

* Marenello Excursion option, visit Museum & Test Track,

3 night Tour Fri, Sat, Sun £370 *with over night travel

Le Mans 24hr Race - Coach Tours

e LM4 4 nights with Friday Circuit Visit, Pit Lane Walkabout,
Le Mans Center Drivers Parade £315

e LM3 3 nights Fri, Sat, Sun £265
e LM2 2 nights Friday and Sunday £229
e LMCD Overnight Direct £139

All Events Race Tickets Extra. ®No Hidden Travel Extras or Surcharges - Price per person
in a Twin. ® Museum entrance extra. ® Race tickets required for pitlane walk .

To Book, just contact us
Website : www.selectmotorracing.com

Phone : +44 (0) 1451 833 721
Email : enquiry@selectmotorracing.com

We are not just an online company please call us, we are pleased to assist




The Formula one Paddock Club is the
ultimate F1 Hospitality experience.
Our ‘Select’ VIP Travel Packages are
designed to offer you the ultimate F1
Experience.

5* Hotel
Private Airport Shuttle

VIP Circuit Transfers

Optional excursion
F1 Paddock Club

*
*
*
*
*
* Amber Lounge ‘Grand Prix Party’

www.selectmotorracing.com
+44 (0) 1451 833 721
enquiryfdselectmotorracing.com




w COVER IMAGES:

HAUTOSPORT.coM | coveriva
Up-to-the-minute news and reports Racing; Inset
from F1, WRC and more. Subscribe for ~ McKlein.de

must-read opinion, stats and images

February 18 2010 - vol 199 no 7

NEWS S
and Mercedes
struggling? P10
10 Merc plays catch-up
Team lags behind F1 top
dogs during early tests
12 Virgin upbeat
Nick Wirth proclaims team
despite front-wing failure
14 Campos to make grid
Chandhok to join Senna as
new F1team is ‘saved’
18 Hole lotta shakin’
Daytona chief apologises for
track break-up during 500
20 DC in frame for DTM
Coulthard enjoys Merc
debut test at Monteblanco
22 It’s Mugen Gone-da
Japanese engine leaves
top-flight British F3 as tuner
seals exclusive VW deal
24 WRC Mini looms closer
Prodrive boss visits Rally
Sweden. Time to give
Paddy Hopkirk a call

Mikko Hirvonen gets a
perfect start to the WRC
season to beat Loeb
and win for Ford

A win for McMurray -
and the track-repair team

NASCAR Nationwide Series;
New Zealand V8s

reatest day of
McMurray’s life
P52

4 autosport.com February 18 2010




. | W “Those last laps were bumper cars The cost in dollars of Dale
2| at 195mph. There was a great finish 600 000 Earnhardt Jr’s Daytona
at the front, but behind it was ugly” flip and team-mate Danica
JEFF GORDON DESCRIBES HOW IT FELT IN THE DAYTONA 500 PACK , Patrick’s crash Photos, P18

FEATURES

26 Lotus launch

Evocative name; new team.
But how will it fare?

30 Jarno Trulli

He’s been around forever, but
he’s bubbling about Lotus
34 Decline and fall of Lotus
How it all went downbhill in
the years after Chapman

42 Track test: BTCC BMW
Ben Collins gets a run with
Motorbase. Surprise surprise,
now he wants the drive

50 Kimi Raikkonen

The Finn on Rally Sweden.
There’s less sleep than in F1...
58 Interlagos

Seventy years on for Brazil’s
most-famous circuit

Senna success
kept Lotus in
the frame P34

SPORTS REGULARS

EXTRA

7 From the editor
75 BTCC prize for Juniors 8 Snapshot
X . 17 Mark Hughes
Ginetta champion to get test .
. \ s : 80 Subscribe
drive in Andrew Jordan’s il : : And get a free Autoglym
BTCC Vauxhall o Y : : - o Cire it gy
76 New enduro at Snett > . .
. . f 84 Final drive
Classic touring cars and GTs . — Letters and review
get six-hour marathon Ginetta Junior ' ' Criers anc reviews
champ to test -\ e NI 86 On track/on screen
82 Track focus . : ) .
this car P75 What’s coming up over
The new Hampton Downs
circuit has been a success the next seven days
89 Photo finish

story in New Zealand (below) e

Christian Horner, Formula
Renault at Pembrey, 1992
90 Race of my life

John Nielsen, Curacao GP
F3000, 1985 (below)

February 18 2010 autosport.com 5



-

= ‘\'
4 y o ~=
r = _’7_?("

”~

- -
3 <5
. =
ey

"\

Porsche recommends Mobil Kl Call 08457 911 911 or visit porsche.co.uk for more information.

Rarely have we been so energised before a world premiere.
Hybrid technology by Porsche.

At Porsche, we have a long tradition of using motorsport to prove our engineering solutions.
Our new 911 GT3 R Hybrid race car is the latest example. It features two additional electric
motors on the front axle which generate energy through a flywheel rotating at up to
40,000rpm. Under braking, energy is recovered to deliver more performance without
using power from the engine, keeping fuel consumption and emissions to a minimum.
This boosts efficiency on the race track, or what we call Porsche Intelligent Performance,
a concept we are also applying to our road cars.

Available to view at the Geneva Motor Show from 04.03.2010.
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POLE POSITION

How ‘Lotus’ is a Lotus
without Chapman?

WHEN IS a Lotus not a Lotus? Is it all in
the name, or is it in the DNA? Or, to put it
another way, should the starts, points and
(maybe one day) wins of Lotus Racing be
added to those established by Team Lotus,
or be filed under a new entry?

Those at the team think they should be
added, and you can’t blame them. As far
as emotive brands go, there isn’t much
that can trump Lotus. And team owner

Tony Fernandes has gone about it in the right way, seeking the
blessing of the Chapman family for his new endeavour.

Fernandes seems a genuinely good sort. The whole of the team’s

160-strong workforce was invited to last week’s launch, and he
even name-checked the cleaner during his (over-long) speech.

Is this version of Lotus any further removed from Colin

Chapman’s legacy than the team of the early 1990s, which
crumbled under a pile of debts and poor performance (as
Gary Watkins recalls, starting page 34)? Probably not.

® AUTOSPORT magazine is now available in digital format.
Go to autosport.com/digital for further information.

Andrew van de Burgt, editor

BAMBER’S WEEK

AND YET MORE....

"This week has enabled us to
increase our understanding of both
the car and the tyres and our focus
for the final two tests will be to con-
tinue to develop the performance of
the MGP WO and ensure the team
and our drivers are fully prepared for
the first race.”

ROSS BRAWN
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That’s more like it: Lewis
flies for McLaren in testing

Remember this time last year?
When Lewis Hamilton was
tugging around in testing

3.5 seconds off the pace thanks
to a single-diffusered McLaren
that was in a lower league to its
rivals? This year it’s turning out
to be a totally different story, as
Lewis comfortably topped the
testing times at Jerez last week.




Merc hopes pinned
on aero upgrade

Michael Schumacher-
Jerez,

the world titles it won last
year as Brawn could depend on
the effectiveness of upgrades to be
introduced for the season-opening
Bahrain Grand Prix.
Based on an analysis of lap times
from long stints during last week’s

M ercedes’ chances of defending

led team struggles to match the leading pace at
but a revamp is due for first race in Bahrain. EDD STRAW reports

Jerez test, the British-based team is
believed to be behind pre-season
pacesetters Ferrari and McLaren.

Although the car’s lap times
were similar to those of McLaren
and Ferrari, sources indicate that,
allowing for different fuel levels,
the team is several tenths of a

Alonso completed
several long runs at Jerez

-

second off the true pace.

But the team hopes that the major
upgrade package planned for the
Bahrain GP, which will include
modified front wings and diffuser,
will allow it to challenge for victories
from the start of the season.

Star signing Michael Schumacher
has said that he expects Mercedes
to be in championship contention,
pointing to Ferrari, McLaren and Red
Bull as the team’s main rivals. But
he has hinted that it will be several
races into the season before the full
potential of Mercedes is unleashed.

DRIVERS NOT WORRIED

Schumacher’s team-mate Nico

Rosberg is confident that the team

will be strong in the long-term.
Rosberg believes that the major

area of required improvement lies in

the aerodynamics, but added that the

Schumacher: willhe
have to wait for wins?

Bahrain upgrade would provide a
significant improvement.

“Tt’s aerodynamic,” said Rosberg,
“and that’s just because we don’t
have the proper race spec here
that we’ll have in Bahrain. That
will be another big step. That’s
the main thing now and also
through the season”

Although the team is adamant that
the fight for the 2009 drivers’and
constructors’ championships didn’t
have a knock-on effect on this year’s
car, it seems that Mercedes is several
weeks behind its rivals. Even so, the
car’s pace at Jerez was good enough
to suggest that it will be a top-six
contender in Bahrain.

A clear picture of the competitive
order has yet to appear. At Jerez
the fastest times were around
1.5 seconds off what is expected
from a low-fuel run with a 2010 car.

——




/)

MARK HUGHES LoNG-RUN ANALYSIS
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EDD STRAW
F1 EDITOR

edd.straw
@haymarket.com

Taking just the data from these runs,
the McLaren and Ferrari appear to have
a performance edge over the Mercedes -
if we assume they each had fuel enough
only to do the number of laps they did.
But if the Merc - which did a run 15
laps shorter than its two rivals -
was fuelled similarly, then it is
right in their ballpark.

Given that Alonso’s run was on day

two and Hamilton’s on day four, it may
be that McLaren tried to simulate the
Ferrari run to see how they compared.
Hamilton even backs off, presumably to
bring the tyres back, on exactly the
same lap - 34 - that Alonso had.
Looking at the patterns, the
Ferrari is significantly faster than
the McLaren for the first six laps,

than overcomes the initial deficit
and pulls away. Between laps 25-33
the pace quickens and they are much
the same, but this seems to take

it out of the McLaren’s tyres more
than the Ferrari’s and Hamilton

s slow for the last eight laps,
enabling Alonso to get back ahead,
finishing the distance four seconds

but for the next 18 the McLaren more earlier than Hamilton.

BEST OF THE REST
Evaluating the outright speed of the
new Red Bull at Jerez proved even
more difficult than assessing the
cars from the other leading teams.
Following the late launch of the
RB6, the Milton Keynes-based team
is effectively running one test behind
the other established squads.
Neither Sebastian Vettel nor Mark
Webber completed a representative
long run in the dry. The RB6 had
several mechanical problems, but
by the end of the test Red Bull
was happy that its teething
problems had been resolved.
Meanwhile, Williams showed
vastly improved pace at Jerez
compared to its showing at Valencia
a week earlier, when a rev-limited
Cosworth had held it back.
With the reliability of the
powerplant proven, the team

was able to spend more time
on set-up work on the final day
of the test. The times set by
veteran Rubens Barrichello
suggest that the car is competitive.
Force India also had an
encouraging test with its VIMoz3,
which appeared to be running at a
similar pace to the Williams. The
team’s drivers reported improved
low-speed downforce, while the car
was regularly fastest in speed traps.
With Renault looking to be just
behind those two in the order, and
Toro Rosso also completing some
promising long runs, it appears that
the established teams are again very
evenly matched as the beginning of
the 2010 season looms.

P17 MARK HUGHES ON

TESTING FORM SO FAR

e dubbed the Red Bull RB6 “the car F1

fears” on last week’s cover, but a glance
at the headline times from Jerez suggests that
Ferrari and McLaren have nothing to be scared
of. On paper, a fastest time 1.620s off Lewis
Hamilton’s fastest is way off the pace. The
key to that sentence is the phrase ‘on paper’.
Don’t doubt that Red Bull is a contender.

Bafflingly, many expected Adrian Newey
to have reinvented the wheel and the laws
of aerodynamics with the RB6, and were
disappointed with what is largely a
refinement of the 2009 RBs. Fact is, Red Bull
had the best car of last season and, with
aerodynamic regulations unchanged, this
car is all about Adrian Newey pushing
the concept to an extra degree.

On the surface the car isn’t so different,
but it’s a different story under the skin.

The rear has been redesigned, with the
notorious double-
diffuser concept
incorporated from
the off, along with
a gearbox that

has set the bar for
compactness to
anew high. Newey’s
mastery of
aerodynamics,
combined with his
obsession for ultra-tight packaging,
makes him perfectly qualified to get it
working at its best.

The evolutionary RB6 left some
nonplussed. But Newey was so far ahead
of the game last year that his evolution is
another man’s revolution. And it has been
that way for the past 20 years.

Newey: always ahead of the game

REMEMBER WHEN...

...Newey evolved to the title? Adrian Newey’s
Williams FW14 was quick but fragile and
missed the 1991 title. The ’92 evolution, the
FW14B, was dominant. That’s a pattern he
hopes to repeat with the Red Bull RB6

February 18 2010 autosport.com 11
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Technical boss proclaims his squad as ‘best of the |

i

irgin is the strongest of
V Formula 1’s new teams,

even though'it lost a day « of
testing at Jerez last week after
the VR-01s front wing fell off.

That’s the view of technical
director Nick Wirth, who
remained unfazed despite the
car’s failure on its first public run.

The car completed a combined
total of just 24 laps over the first
three days of the test. Timo Glock
lost the wing at Turn 1 early on
the second day, and the team
was forced to park the car for
24 hours while modifying and
manufacturing a strengthened
front-wing mounting.

But on the final day, Lucas di
Grassi completed 63 laps and the
team reported no major problems.

Wirth told AUTOSPORT: “Even
at the times when it looked like we

12 autosport.com February 18 2010
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were less competztme tha.n you

_-sawonthelast day, and even with

~ our issues, it looks like we’re the
best of the new teams because we
are the only ones here.”

Virgin was due to be joined on
track by Lotus, which launched its
T127 in London last Friday, at this
week’s Jerez test, which kicked off
yesterday (Wednesday).

TESTING IN PUBLIC
Virgin’s troubles made it the butt
of paddock jokes during last
week’s test, but the team at least
won the race between F1’s four
new teams to get its car on track.
With both Campos Meta 1
and US F1 struggling to make the
grid for the start of the season
(see p14), the Manor Grand Prix-
run team has only missed one
pre-season test and is confident

ntE |] Bontmkthﬂtis

--pompletely bug-free is unrea]iéﬁc,”
‘said Wirth. “We have experience

of debugging sportscars and then
going on to great things, and what
has happened is no surprise to me.
“What we are not used to is the
great public scrutiny. We used to
go and test at Sebring on our own,
things would go wrong and then
it would come right at the first
race. We're disappointed with the
biggest issue of the test, which
was the front-wing mounting,
and we reacted to that very hard.
‘We've sorted it out and we
understand why it went wrong.
It’s just a matter of debugging.”

READY FOR BAHRAIN

Virgin plans to introduce a major
upgrade package for the season-
opening Bahrain Grand Prix, and is

_5in-hausedemgnrathufhan
=takmgtheXtracoptmnthat z

is available with its Cosworth
engine supply. This wﬂlhelp
ensure that Virgin maximises
its track time at Jerez this week.

“The car is the launch-spec car
and there will be new bits coming,”
said Wirth. “We have a package
planned for Bahrain and will try to
bring some of that to testing. We
will run some before Bahrain, and
some will go straight to the race.”

The team is hoping to work on
performance at Jerez this week. F1
rookie di Grassi’s fastest time at
the Spanish venue last week was
just under 3.4 seconds off
pacesetter Lewis Hamilton’s
McLaren-Mercedes.

Di Grassi was scheduled to drive
on Wednesday, with Glock to take
over this afternoon (Thursday).

SUTTON IMAGES



You were within four seconds of
the pace at Jerez. Does it feel
like the car’s speed is okay?
The car has been born with a
good base level of performance,
although I’m sure that many
teams are in front of us at the
moment! There are a lot of things
that we need to improve yet, but
the car has started off well. We
need more laps in the dry now.

F1 TESTING: JEREZ, FEBRUARY 10-13

(=T - T S U

CAR
Lewis Hamilton (GB)
Jaime Alguersuari (E)
Kamui Kobayashi (J)
Sebastien Buemi (CH)
Adrian Sutil (D)
Rubens Barrichello (BR)
Robert Kubica (PL)
Michael Schumacher (D)
Jenson Button (GB)
Nico Hulkenberg (D)
Pedro de 1a Rosa (E)
Vitantonio Liuzzi (1)
Nico Rosberg (D)
Sebastian Vettel (D)
Fernando Alonso (E)
Felipe Massa (BR)
Vitaly Petrov (RUS)
Mark Webber (AUS)
Lucas di Grassi (BR)
Timo Glock (D)

Renault R30
Mercedes MGP WO1 -
McLaren-Mercedes HP4-25
Williams-Cosworth FW32
Sauber-Ferrari C29 - -
Force India-Mercedes VJMO3
Mercedes MGP WO1

Red Bull-Renault RB& - -
Ferrari F10

Ferrari F10

Renault R30

Red Bull-Renault RB&
Virgin-Cosworth VR-01 = i
Virgin-Cosworth VR-01

VIRGIN DRIVER

How hard will it be

for the new teams that

start later than Virgin?
They face everything that we face,
but with less time. An F1 car is so
complex that every component
must be running perfectly. The
more you run the more you can
fine-tune, so the early start point
gives us a good chance of starting
in front of those who are missing.

WEDNESDAY

Im23.287s
Im21.031s

Im24,947s
Im22.243s

Im24.968s
1m20.927s -

Im22.895s

Im25.440s -
Im26.5025

Im38.734s

THURSDAY
McLaren-Mercedes WP4-25 - -
Toro Rosso-Ferrari S5TRS - -
Sauber-Ferrari C29

Toro Rosso-Ferrari STRS
Force India-Mercedes VJMO3 - -
Williams-Cosworth FW32 n -
- Im22.003s -
Im21.083s =
1m20.618s =
1m20.629s - -

1m21.424s

1m22.043s

How well is the team

working trackside?

There are a lot of people with

F1 experience in the team. We
just need more time and days

of practice so that we can work
together as a team. We are not far
away from this achievement and
the team is calm and organised.

SATURDAY
1m19.583s
Im24.072s

FRIDAY
1m23.9855
1m19.919s

1m19.950s = =
1m20.026s

1m20.180s
1m20.341s
1m20.358s
1m20.613s

1m21.428s
Im23.217s

1m20.736s Im22.134s

1m20.754s - =

Im22.820s -
Im21.783s 1m21.203s
1m21.603s 1m21.486s
1m22,000s -

1m22.912s
1m29.964s - -

Im37.107s
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THIS WEEK IN F1

MERCEDES Reserve driver Nick Heidfeld will not

have the chance to test the Mercedes MGP W01
before the start of the season. Regulations allow
him one day of testing if he is needed to race.

RED BULL Design chief Adrian Newey has
admitted that the aborted switch to Mercedes
engines delayed the new RB6. “There was a bit
of a delay as we looked at that,” said Newey.

,' T McLAREN McLaren has formed a partnership
with Canadian company Processia Solutions.
The product lifecycle management company

will “improve the software associated with the
design, build and integration of its F1 cars”.

V FERRARI Fernando Alonso is confident that the
x new Ferrari F10 will be reliable after testing
S many parts beyond their usage cycle. “We've

f— pushed some parts to the limit,” he said.”

m‘! WILLIAMS Nico Hulkenberg has revealed that

e uy the Cosworth engine “feels stronger” than the
Toyota powerplants Williams used last year.

He is also happy with the unit’s reliability.

| — S

SAUBER Driver Pedro de la Rosa says he is
“completely at a loss as to where we are
compared to our competitors”, even though
the team has set headline-grabbing test times.

= ' RENAULT Robert Kubica believes that the Renault
R30 has a wider performance window than last
year’s BMW Sauber: “Last year it was no secret
that we had a very sensitive car and it was
difficult to set up. The Renault is a lot easier.”

' . |FORCE INDIA Reserve driver Paul di Resta was
~——4& |duetohave his first taste of the 2010 Force
A India at Jerez yesterday (Wednesday). The Scot
h will also test at Barcelona before the start of
the season, during which he will drive in the
first free practice session on Fridays.

TORO ROSSO Lead driver Sebastien Buemi is
impressed with the team’s progress in its first
season as a full-blown constructor. “There is a

bit more stress in the briefings, but it’s going
smoothly at the moment,” said Buemi.

LOTUS Italian Gianluca Pisanello has joined
‘-| the Norfolk-based team as Jarno Trulli’s race

gl cngineer. Pisanello worked with Trulli in the
same role at Toyota from 2006-09.

B CAMPOS A1GP champion Adam Carroll’s hopes of
an F1 graduation with the team have faded. The
Northern Irishman was a contender for the seat
had ex-A1GP series boss Tony Teixeira bought it.

US F1 Jose Maria Lopez has completed an
intensive training course in Austria to prepare
for his maiden season in F1. “Now I'm ready
physically to face the season,” he said.

LUISF1

y////— " VIRGIN GP2 race winner Alvaro Parente is no
longer one of the team’s reserve drivers after
losing backing from the Portuguese tourist
board. Luiz Razia is now the sole reserve driver.
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LOTUS IS
LAUNCHED

The Lotus T127 - the first new Lotus
Formula 1 car since 1994 - was
launched in London last Friday.

P26 IN DEPTH: LOTUS

F1 LAUNCH ANALYSIS

Takeover set to save Campos

GP2 racer Chandhok moves close to F1 graduation as Adrian Campos gets shifted towards the sidelines

Chandhok, who faces competition  at Barcelona on February 25-28,

he Campos Meta 1 team
is set to make it to the grid
this season, with Indian Karun

Chandhok likely to partner fellow
GP2 race winner Bruno Senna.

for the seat from Bertrand Baguette,
told AUTOSPORT: “I'm just waiting

to see what happens at the moment.”

Carabante has engaged ex-Force

meaning that the cars will have time
only for a brief shakedown before
making their race debuts.

Willis attended last week’s Jerez

test, where he carried a notebook
that was seen to feature a job
list under the heading ‘Dallara
Preparations’ It is not clear whether
either Kolles or Willis will have a
long-term involvement in the team.
Campos, who could retain an
involvement in the team, was
unavailable for comment.

India team principal Colin Kolles
and ex-Red Bull technical director
Geoff Willis on a short-term basis.
A debut at the Bahrain Grand
Prix on March 14 is believed to be
a realistic aim, although missing
the early races is possible.
The team is unlikely to be ready
in time for the final pre-season test

Majority owner Jose Ramon
Carabante is on the verge of
taking full control of the team
from founder Adrian Campos.
The team has battled financial
problems in recent months, but
Spanish businessman Carabante
is working on getting the team’s
Dallara-Cosworths onto the grid.

FERRARO /LAT

Spotted at Jerez last week: Geoff Willis

Tyre U-turn on the cards

BRIDGESTONE COULD
make a U-turn on its
decision to quit Formula 1
at the end of this year.
Team sources believe
that Bridgestone may
be the only realistic tyre
supplier for 2011, despite
interest from both
Michelin and Hankook.
To keep Bridgestone in

would consider it at board
level, even though it is not
actively seeking a return.

Many senior paddock
figures believe it is
inevitable that
Bridgestone will remain in
F1, but teams will be wary |
of reduced investment '
from the sport’s control-
tyre supplier.

the sport, teams and the
FIA would have to offer
favourable commercial
terms to allow the
Japanese manufacturer
to continue at a fraction
of its current spend -
believed to be over
$70 million per year.
Should such a deal
be offered, Bridgestone

Yy
Wlﬂﬂﬁh
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60 SECONDS WITH
MARK..SMITH

Force India design director

LOTUS F1 Racing is in no
hurry to relocate its team to
Malaysia, team owner Tony
Fernandes has stated.
Although the new Formula 1
team is owned and funded by

Fairuz Fauzy shook the
Lotus down at Silverstone

The Force India-Mercedes
VJMO3 hit the track at
Jerez last week. After

Malaysian companies, Fernandes
believes that a move to base the
team at the Sepang grand prix

last year’s breakthrough
season, the team’s testing
performance suggests it

circuit would harm its can improve in 2010...
chances of
establishing
itself as a
serious force
o in the sport.

This

Did the car perform as you expected on track?
Yes, the car is pretty much where we hoped it
would be. Weight distribution and aero balance is
where it should be. It’s just the narrower front
tyres that have thrown an unknown in, but that

represents a
change of tune for
the team, which had hoped

to establish a state-of-the-art
facility at the home of the
Malaysian Grand Prix as an
operational hub.

“What the team needs now is
stability,” said Fernandes. “Of
course it would be nice to move to
Malaysia as we have a world-class
track there, but the important thing

now is to give the team the best
platform from which to perform.”
Lotus is currently based
at Hingham in Norfolk, in the
ex-TOM’S and RTN facility. The
design work for the new T127 was
conducted in Cologne, Germany,
while the aero work was carried
out by FondTech, which is based
near Bologna in Italy.

The Lotus T127 was scheduled
to make its public test debut at
Jerez on Wednesday of this week
in the hands of test driver Fairuz
Fauzy, who shook the car down at
Silverstone on February 9. Heikki
Kovalainen will then take over
today (Thursday) and tomorrow,
with Jarno Trulli scheduled to
drive on Saturday.

has worked out quite well.

Last year the car’s weakness was downforce
in slower corners, but your speed-trap figures
suggest your aero efficiency is still just as

strong as it was in 2009..
That has been a very topical question for this
team because of what we did last year. We

haven’t drastically changed direction in that

respect, and we can see that we still have good
straight-line speed. And we’re not seeing a big

deficit in any other area. So with what we’ve
done so far we’re happy with what we’re
seeing. But until we go to the opening race
in Bahrain we won’t really know where we
are compared to other people.

How much carryover 1is there from
last year’s VJMO2?

The front suspension outhoard is different and
inboard it’s similar. The chassis is different
because of the refuelling regulations and the
fuel cell and fuel systems are quite different.

Is the engine installation different?

The Mercedes engine is the same, although
our packaging - the cooling system - is
different. Because you’re not putting in fresh

—
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Ligier wants to bring back French GP

EX-FORMULA 1 team boss
Guy Ligier has thrown his
weight behind a bid to revive
the French Grand Prix at
Magny-Cours.

Ligier, whose eponymous F1
team won nine grands prix, has
purchased a 34 per cent stake in
the operating company that runs
the local authority-owned track.
His intention is to restore
Magny-Cours to profitability and
then explore the possibilities of

bringing back the French GP
for the first time since 2008.
Incoming track chairman
Serge Saulnier, who is leaving
Peugeot Sport to take up his
position at Magny-Cours next
month, said: “Guy is blue to
his heart and believes it is
important to bring back the
French GP. We do not think
that the F1 story is finished
for Magny-Cours.”
Magny-Cours is the only

The French GP could
return to Magny-Cours

viable option for the French
GP, according to Saulnier. He
suggested that it is “politically
and financially almost
impossible” for a new circuit
to be built near Paris.

Saulnier stressed that the
plan “would need backers to
make it happen”. He said that
a 2012 return for the race is
possible, although it is not clear
whether a slot could be found
for the race in the F1 calendar.

fuel two or three times a race, the fuel
temperature gets higher so you have to
consider that. Heat shielding around the
engine and gearbox is more advanced
and the rear suspension is different.

Mark Smith was talking to AUTOSPORT F1
editor Edd Straw

Liuzzi tests promising
new Force IndiaVJM03
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Stilo: New Snell helmets range

WRCo==
S860

World's first open face
FIA8860-2004 helmet.

sx. | FIA Standard 8860-2004
Manutaciurer:  Stile
Model: wnc s oes
Size: s

i

WRC ==

Evolution of the 5-time
World Champions helmet.

SA2605|Unece.
From £ 500

TROPHYo==
PLUS

Tremendous value for money
-ngO;.HY with WRC electronics,
RALLY earmuffs and integrated plug.
With clubmen
Trophy

electronics.

From £295

All prices are plus VAT @ 17.5%

ST30 =S Intercom WRC Intercom 2= WRC Intercom
- Our professional intercom, - ©Bluetceth” telephones connection. Our most popular intercom now at
chosen by Skoda, Peugeot and Abarth. - Noise Extra Filter. a reduced price.

- ©Bluetccth’ telephones connection. As used by many top teams.

Noise Extra Filt - Derived from ST-30 Des.
- Noise Extra Filter.
- 2 separate intercom circuits. £ 255 b 1 50

hjd,ﬂ;s All Stilo helmets available with Hans Clips fitted.

UK exclusive distributor n Y
Nicky Grist Motorsports Limited ﬁ

Unit 5B Westwood Industrial Estate

Pontrilas
Herefordshire
: . HR2 OEL
nickygrist.com

“Selling From Experience” Tel: 01 981 241 040
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Mark Hughes

AUTOSPORT grand prix editor

Want to know who did the

business in F1 testing at
Jerez last week? Well,
there’s no point basing it
on the times, though they
are a useful starting point

Williams: how much fuel;
how are the brake ducts?

during testing at Jerez last

week, the big teams were
brimming their fuel tanks before
their long runs and keeping a
decent amount on board even for
short stints. The fast cars simply
weren’t fast enough for that not to
be the case. Last year’s best time
around there was a 1m 17.4s, set by
both Red Bull and Williams. But
last week no one bettered 1m 19.5s.
Okay, the 2010 cars, with their
bulkier tanks, probably won’t be
as aerodynamically efficient as
their 09 predecessors, and those
narrower front tyres won’t have
as much grip, but you can be fairly
certain they’re
not going to be
2s per lap slower.

Fernando

Alonso and Lewis
Hamilton each did
runs that would
have required
around 120kg of
fuel. If you made
allowance for that,
they were in the

A 11 the evidence suggests that,

But let’s assume
Ferrari and
McLaren had each
brimmed their tanks before those
runs, squeezed in around 170kg (the
widely expected total capacity of
the 2010 cars). In other words, they
would still have had sokg in their
tanks when they stopped — around
1.5s-worth. Then the times would
make much more sense. Having the

ot
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high 19s-early 20s.

fastest 2010 cars on low fuel
capable of lapping in the high
1m17s/low 18s would tally much
better, not only with the ’09 times
but also with the Toro Rosso’s
speed last week. Sebastien Buemi
did the weight-adjusted equivalent
of a 1m 19.4s (actually a 1m20.0s,
but at the beginning of an eight-lap
run) — which would have put the
little team’s car just a couple of
tenths adrift of McLaren and faster
than everyone else! Doesn’t quite
tally, does it? But it does if you
have him on genuinely low fuel
and Ferrari/McLaren always

with at least a spare 50kg.

Tt all highlights how with the
no-refuelling regs, trying to read
anything very detailed into the
testing times is now next to
impossible. And what if Ferrari
was carrying an extra sokg, but
McLaren only an extra 40?

But it does figure that the big
teams are so intent on getting as
much heavy running as possible.
Keeping the tyres in shape during
the heavy-fuel first stint is going
to be their key endeavour this year.
They can more or less assume
they’re going to be fast enough
to graduate to Q3, whereas the
smaller teams may already have
been honing qualifying set-ups in
order to enhance their chances of
getting out of Q1. So it’s likely the
big hitters have been experimenting
with different weight distributions,
suspension set-ups and ride
heights to work out what they can
get away with. Remember that they

will be qualifying a low-fuel car,
but racing a full-tanked one with
exactly the same set-up — because
no changes are allowed post-
qualifying. That imposes tricky
compromises. You could optimise
your car for qualifying, grab pole,
but be in big handling difficulties in
the race. At tracks where overtaking
is particularly difficult, you might
see this as a deliberate choice.

Another reason to maximise
high-fuel running will be to work
out how far you can trim back your
front brake ducts. These extract a
high aerodynamic penalty, and the
smaller you make them the faster
you’ll be — but the greater the
chances of frying your discs,
especially when weighed down
by 170kg of fuel. CFD teams will
have been looking at ways in which
the airflow to the ducts can be
accelerated more, to give greater
cooling for a given duct size.

Vehicle dynamicists will have
been tasked with conjuring
suspension geometries that allow
as low a ride height as feasible
in qualifying — to enhance aero
performance — without it grounding
out when the car’s tanks are filled
for the race. Building in a lot of
rising rate on the rocker assembly
would do that — at the front. But
not at the back. Could there be a
way of using that variation to good
aerodynamic effect?

Here’s F1 in its lab-rat phase,
trying out little speed secrets for the
latest set of demands, then scurrying
back to modify and try again. &

“Toro Rosso faster than nearl
everyone? That doesn’t tally”
i

February 18 2010 autosport.com 17



PIT & PADDOCK

[ NASCAR|

Daytona hoss apologises

Track chiefs pledge to investigate potholes that caused over two hours of stoppages during Daytona 500

boss Robin Braig has apologised

to NASCAR fans, drivers and
teams after a pothole in the track
delayed Sunday’s Daytona 500 for
more than two hours, and has
promised a full investigation.

The first red flag flew on lap 122
of 200, after John Andretti’s car hit
the pothole and blew a tyre, sending
him into the wall at Turn 2. During
the following caution period, after
hearing complaints from drivers,
track inspectors found a two-inch-
deep gouge in the track between
Turns 1 and 2, 15 inches long and
nine inches wide.

Andretti said: “Evidently, the
track came up. I was behind the
48 [Jimmie Johnson], who went
through it, and it not only cut my
tyre but the inner liner too. At that
point I was just a passenger.”

Unseasonably cold weather,

Daytona International Speedway

A NAScARE

" EARNHARDT
UPENDED

AFTER ALREADY losing Danica Patrick
to an earlier crash, JR Motorsports’
miserable NASCAR Nationwide Series
race at Daytona was completed when
Dale Earnhardt Jr was elminated in this
spectacular crash. At least Greg Biffle,
who was one of the drivers to hit him,

§ was contrite: “Sorry about hitting you
in the floorpan there; I think I was
looking at your feet.”

18 autosport.com February 18 2010
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coupled with a rain storm that
washed out Friday’s activities, were
blamed for causing the pothole,
which had formed in the seam
between two layers of asphalt.

The first attempt at sealing
the pothole failed and was ripped
out. The second proved effective,
but the process took one hour and
40 minutes. The cars raced for

The hole at Daytona
caused serious delays

a further 35 laps before the race
had to be halted again, as the
repair had broken up.

The track engineers’ final
solution, which held until the end
of the race, was to use a putty
mixture usually used for body filler.
The stoppage was shorter, but still
took well over half an hour.

“We take full responsibility and

apologise for the lengthy delay,” said
Braig, who waved away calls for the
track to be resurfaced for the first
time since 1978. “We don’t want to
repave [straight away] — paint the
whole house when all it needs is a
touch-up. We were thinking of
repaving in 2012-14. We listen to
our sanctioning body and Goodyear,
and take on the drivers’ and crew
chiefs’ concerns. We’ve got
engineers all over this”

NASCAR star Dale Earnhardt Jr,
who has been one of Daytona’s
fiercest critics over its notoriously
bumpy track surface, said: “The hole
wasn’t an issue that decided the
race, but you had to be careful as
you’d hear it banging the [chassis]
pipes and the trailing arms when
you drove over it, which is probably
what caused it in the first place.

“This place hasn’t been repaved
in over 30 years. It’s due.”
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Earnhardt goes
overinNationwide
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NASCAR

Biffle denied by rule change

FORD STAR Greg Biffle has
claimed that NASCAR’s new green-
white-chequered policy, aimed at
ensuring that races do not finish
under caution, cost him last
Sunday’s Daytona 500.

Biffle was leading the race

Biffle questioned rule changes

when a crash at Turn 3 on lap 198
of 200 brought out a yellow
instead of the white flag.

NASCAR has this year extended
the green-white-chequered rule
from one attempt to a maximum of
three. Under last year’s ruling, had
Biffle made it to the start-finish line
before the caution was called he
would have won the race.

“In a regular green-white-
chequered I would have won,” he
said. “I was thinking, ‘Why do I have
to be the first candidate after the
rule change not to get a win?’ I think

maybe two attempts at a green-
white-chequered would be better;
maybe three is excessive.”

NASCAR’s other new changes
to the 500, including a bigger
restrictor plate and modified rear-
wing endplate, were praised by Dale
Earnhardt Jr, but he too was unsure
about the new finishing policy.

“The plate was awesome, I like
going faster,” said Earnhardt. “But
getting used to three green-white-
chequers will take time. It’s like a
basketball game in the last two
minutes, where timeouts take over.”

AUTOSPORT SAYS.. |

CHARLES BRADLEY
DEPUTY EDITOR

charles.bradley
@haymarket.com

Rough debuts for Patrick and Piquet

NASCAR CONVERTS
Danica Patrick and
Nelson Piquet Jr both
had incident-packed
debuts in support races
to the Daytona 500.
The pair, who clashed
in the lower-level ARCA
race the previous week,
had their first tastes of
national-level stock car
racing in the Nationwide

(Patrick) and Truck
series (Piquet). vowed not to dwell on
IndyCar star Patrick her struggles.

“I wish I would have
run up there at the
beginning and felt more
comfortable, but I just
didn’t,” she said. “And

retired from Saturday’s
race after she could not
avoid a crash while
running near the back of
the field, but she has

- | Patrick (7) got mixed
upin Nationwide crash

he also has a lot to learn
after spinning Max Papis
out of the race.

“I tried to push him
and I don’t know if I did
it wrong, but I feel really
bad,” said the Brazilian.

that just proves how hard
it is out here, and how
much there is to learn.”
Piquet took a
creditable sixth place in
the Truck Series race on
Friday, and admitted that

Neal samples Dynamics Civic

Bad weather scuppered
Neal Civicassessment

feel what’s better and
what’s not,” said Neal.
“But I'll drive the car
againina Dunlop tyre
test at Thruxton this
Friday, so hopefully it
will all become a bit
clearer then.”
@ Team principal Steve
Neal said that the squad
will not switch engine

MATT NEAL tested
Team Dynamics’ heavily-
revised Honda Civic at
Rockingham last week.
The two-time British
Touring Car champion,
who is yet to commit to
a race seat with the team
for 2010, completed
around 50 laps in the car.
The Civic features a
significantly modified front
splitter, more-sculpted
wheelarches and new front
and rear subframes.
“Unfortunately, because
of the bad weather, it’s
very difficult to actually

Honda and Dynamics
regarding its new Civic
Mugen 200 road car.

tuners from Neil Brown to
Mugen in Japan this year,

despite a marketing tie-up
being announced between

hat is it with American tracks and

surface problems? The pothole at
Daytona was reminiscent of Martinsville
2004, when a huge chunk of concrete broke
away from the track and wrecked Jeff Gordon’s
car. Of course, Indianapolis has also had its
disasters in this department, with the US
Grand Prix debacle of 2005 and a tyre-wear
issue in the Brickyard 400 in 2008, which led
to the race being run in 10-lap segments.

Daytona’s potential pothole disaster at
Turn 2 was eventually averted by two things:
firstly, it has floodlights, so the race could
restart after sunset; secondly, they had body
filler, and literally plugged the gap like you
would a rotten old Alfa Sud.

As I left the track on Sunday night, I took
a good look at the pesky hole, and saw for
myself that yet another gouge had been
worn into it in the closing stages.

A delicate balance must be achieved now
between Daytona retaining its bumpy surface,
which makes it so challenging, and such
instances being avoided in the future. What
it did highlight wa