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Best Hot Hatch

LOAPGAEZI RE The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the Clio Renaultsport 200 Cup are: Urban
A 2RDS
09

25.0 (11.3), Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4), Combined 34.4 (8.2). The official CO2 emission figure is 195g/km.
And for the Twingo Renaultsport 133 Cup: Urban 32.1 (8.8), Extra Urban 50.4 (5.6), Combined 41.5

Manufacturer of the Year  (6.8). The official CO2 emission figure is 160g/km. And for the Mégane Renaultsport 250 Cup: Urban
Renaultsport 24.6 (11.5), Extra Urban 42.2 (6.7), Combined 33.6 (8.4). The official CO2 emission figure is 195g/km.




“Pure unadulterated joy.”

AUTOCAR

Journalists in complete agreement shocker. The award-winning Renaultsport range.

It’s true. Three cars, lots of awards and an embarrassing amount of praise. TopGear Magazine even said,
“For services to hot hatches, we salute you”. To find out what all the fuss is about for yourself (and dare

we suggest, read even more quotes) visit renaultsport.co.uk or tune in to Renault TV on Sky Guide 883. | RENAULT
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with tonnes of sponsorship. I wish!”
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Winners!

POWER GT

Lr

FIAGT1World
Championship

Winners!

Sumo Power GT
Nissan GT-R

SumuPowerGT ol :
3 Nissan GT-R onany . 2‘?

Warren Hughes &
Jamie Campbell-Walter.

Drivers of the winning Sumo Power GT
Nissan GT-R. (Provisional Results)

nism

Sumo Power GT and Sumo Power are part of the JRM Group: www.jrm-group.com
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vote as F1 pace-setter

AT A TIME when cheap talk is filling the
airwaves (don’t forget to vote today, by the
way), Formula 1 heads into its European
season with all the teams introducing a
raft of changes they confidently predict
are worth anything from a couple of
tenths to whole seconds of lap time.
The team they’re all aiming for is

Red Bull, despite the fact that neither
it nor lead driver Sebastian Vettel head the standings. But

RO gy TN
Dk memen SN that owes more to the freak conditions that have enhanced
Offuiogmne i mtanbe the past three grands prix than it does to any chinks in the
P B mae Anglo-Austrian team’s armour.

weme o men T e In qualifying, at least, it would be a massive surprise if

. anyone is able to end Red Bull’s run of four straight poles.

ww o wmiiee o And with overtaking at the Circuit de Catalunya as rare as a
I R kept manifesto promise, Vettel is rightly the odds-on favourite.
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It will be intriguing to see by how much, if anything, McLaren
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Mini roll provides a
major scare in Queensland

Mini Challenge racer Kain Magro
barrel-rolled into the crowd during
the series’ support race to the
Australian V8 Supercar round

at Queensland Raceway last
weekend. Amazingly, only two
spectators were taken to hospital,
and both were cleared of serious
injury. Magro was also released
after being treated for neck pain.

Photography: John Morris
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McLaren pins
hopes on new
upgrade kit

Button and Hamilton need big gains in downforce to
stay on top at Spanish Grand Prix. By EDD STRAW

M cLaren needs a downforce

show strong single-lap pace this
weekend there will be no question
that it has the machinery to hold on
to the top spot in the long term.
Team principal Martin
Whitmarsh admits that McLaren
has not yet had the qualifying pace
to match Red Bull, but he is hopeful
that the upgrades will make it easier
for the team to challenge for wins.
“I don’t think that we’re as

boost from its “significant”

upgrade package if Jenson
Button and Lewis Hamilton are to
maintain the team’s position at the
head of the championship at this
weekend’s Spanish Grand Prix.

The team has won two of this

season’s four grands prix, despite
the MP4-25 being only the third-
fastest car over a single lap —

behind Red Bull and Ferrari. But
those victories, taken by Button,
owed much to wet weather.

A new front and rear wing, as
well as a raft of minor aerodynamic
tweaks, will be tried in free practice
tomorrow (Friday) as McLaren
chases the extra downforce needed
to challenge Red Bull in qualifying.

McLaren’s race pace has been
comparable with Red Bull and
Ferrari, so an improvement in
qualifying is key to the team being
in the position to fight those
two teams, given a dry race.

Barcelona is one of the most
aerodynamically dependent tracks
on the calendar, so if McLaren can

“I’'m optimistic about

have updates for Spain.”

McLaren in the points.

2nd FERRARI - 90 PTS
Giancarlo Fisichella tested the
team’s aerodynamic upgrade
package at the Vairano circuit,
near Naples, last Saturday. Felipe
Massa has a new chassis.

3rd RED BULL - 73 PTS
In keeping with its reputation
for aggressive development,
Red Bull is expected to bring a
raft of updates to Spain. Front-
wing and aero modifications
are anticipated, as well as
inboard wing mirrors, but

the team is not expected

to start experimenting

with an ‘f-duct’.

quick in qualifying conditions as
Red Bull, but in race conditions
we have two great drivers and not
a bad car,” said Whitmarsh.

updates, but realistic at the same
time. The other teams won’t
stand still and all of them will

Of the leading teams, Mercedes
is expected to have the biggest
changes in Spain, with a longer-
wheelbase version of the MGP Wo1
for Michael Schumacher and Nico
Rosberg. Both Red Bull and Ferrari
will also have major aerodynamic
upgrades as they bid to overhaul

the

4th MERCEDES - 60 PTS
A comprehensive update
package will include a new
front wing, modified sidepods
and inboard wing mirrors.

The car’s wheelbase has also
been increased by angling the
front suspension forward. This
will shift the weight further
back to reduce the stress put
through the front tyres.

Al 15t McLAREN - 109 PTS
Has a new front and rear wing for
Spain, designed to help claw back
the downforce deficit to Red Bull.

{ 5th RENAULT - 46 PTS

The team is expecting its
usual step of 0.1-0.2s per lap
with a package that includes
a new front wing and new
nose fairings. Renault also
plans to race the modified
floor that was evaluated in
practice for the Chinese
Grand Prix, provided it
performs well in practice.

6th FORCE INDIA - 18 PTS
Mechanical improvements are
expected to boost the VJM03’s
grip in lower-speed corners.

It will also run a modified front
wing and bargeboards.

7th WILLIAMS - 6 PTS
Isn’t anticipating a giant
leap forward, but will run

a new front wing and modified
sidepods as well as in-board
mirrors in Spain. The team
will also continue work

on its interpretation of

the ‘f-duct’ concept that it
experimented with during
the Chinese Grand Prix
weekend last month.

8th TORO ROSSO - 2 PTS
Fell behind as rivals updated
rapidly after testing, but will
have a package including new
brake ducts and engine cover.

10 autosport.com May 6 2010

SAUBER - 0 PTS

A key race for a team that has
fallen behind after showing
good pre-season testing pace.
A new front wing and diffuser
will be run in Spain on Friday.
The team will also have an
updated version of its

‘f-duct’ concept, which

has been running in

various forms since the
Australian Grand Prix.

HRT -0 PTS

Spanish-based team is expected
to add some new aerodynamic
and suspension parts to its
basic early-season design.

VIRGIN - O PTS

Only Timo Glock will have the
modified Virgin chassis, which
allows around 10kg more fuel
to be carried, in Spain. The
modification is understood to
: make the car 135mm longer.



LOTUS’S CHANCE TO SHINE
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Button needs big
step to stay in front

AUTOSPORT SAYS..

EDD STRAW
F1 EDITOR

edd.straw
@haymarket.com

he rain in Spain mainly falls nowhere

near the Circuit de Catalunya on a Sunday
afternoon, which is bad news for McLaren.
Precipitation caused perspiration for Red Bull
in China a few weeks ago but — upgrades or
no upgrades — at a track where aerodynamics
are king your money has to be on the team
that has Adrian Newey on its payroll.

McLaren, and Jenson Button in particular,
have done an outstanding job of making F1’s
third-fastest car the championship pacesetter,
but the elements won’t be on the team’s side
forever. For the first time since Bahrain, this
race will be about pure, raw performance —
on Saturday and Sunday.

This puts the onus on Red Bull to make
the most of the speed of the RB6. Sebastian
Vettel and Mark Webber have a 100 per cent
qualifying strike rate in 2010 but, Malaysia
aside, things haven’t
gone so well in the
races. It’s hard to put
your finger on
exactly why, and
you’d have to say
that luck has played
a big part. If Red
Bull squanders/is
robbed of another
victory in Spain, it
will be in the catch-
up territory from which it never emerged
last year — especially if Monaco turns out
as badly as it did for the team in 2009.

By and large, the fastest car wins at
Barcelona. Chances are, that will be the Red
Bull. If it fails to do so, favourite status is up
for grabs with Ferrari, McLaren and (this is a
long shot) Mercedes jockeying for position.

Vettel needs to E275=Al
turn speed into win Beia e ot

Revived team could take the biggest development step
of all at this weekend’s Spanish Grand Prix

Lotus is well placed to be the
biggest improver in Spain,
where it introduces a major
upgrade package that could be
worth 1-1.5 seconds per lap.
The revived marque has been
the strongest of the new teams

Al LoTus -0 PTS

New sidepods, front wing,

brake ducts and suspension
upgrades planned.

so far this season, claiming a
best finish of 13th, and will run
a new front wing, sidepods,
floor, rear wing and brake ducts
to consolidate its position.
Driver Heikki Kovalainen told
AUTOSPORT: “I hope that we
can make a bigger step
than most of the other
teams. It will be interesting
to see how the other new
teams react too. They will
improve, but can they
improve as much as us?

= —

downforce will be the biggest
advantage. So far, what we
have been adding has not been
very efficient, but now we’re
getting downforce that will not
slow us down in a straight line.”

s

The Circuit de Catalunya is regarded as the
best guide to overall form. Since F1’s first
visit in 1991, the pole-winning team has

“The upgrade sounds
very promising. Efficient

only failed to win the constructors’ title
three times: Benetton in 1994 (above);
and McLaren in 1999 and 2005

May 6 2010 autosport.com 11
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New Silverstone Arena track

ready for Formula 1 debut

The latest configuration of the ‘home of the British Grand Prix’ has held its first race meeting

Gijlverstone
Arena

he new Silverstone Arena
T circuit, which will be used for
July’s British Grand Prix, held

its first races last weekend after an
official launch a few days before.

The British Formula 3 and FIA
‘World GT1 Championships were
the star attractions, with both
categories producing eventful races.

Red Bull driver Mark Webber,
who attended last week’s track
launch, reckons that the new
‘Arena’ section will offer passing
opportunities for F1 machinery.

“They have some interesting new
corners. The real tight section
[Village and The Loop] is probably
going to be the point where there
might be a bit of niggle and
overtaking potential,” he said.

12 autosport.com May 6 2010

{ ABBEY/FARM

Gear: 7th
Speed: 185mph
G-Force: 4

Fast right-hander where
track turns right off the
old configuration. Once the
new pits are built on the
straight leading to Abbey,
this will replace Copse as
Silverstone’s first turn.
“This will be awesome,”
says David Coulthard.
“It’s a flat-out kink in
an Fl car.”

i VILLAGE
Gear: 2nd
Speed: 75mph
G-Force: 2.4

A slow right-hander that
offers the best overtaking
opportunity in the new
section as drivers slow
from almost 200mph to
around 75mph.

“Because the Abbey and
Farm kinks are so fast,
there is a chance of
overtaking into Village,”
says Coulthard.

=

e

P70 Silverstone GT1

P74 British Formula 3

TRACKSIDE

BEN ANDERSON
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT

The new Silverstone went down T ————

well with British Formula 3 drivers and
produced more passing than last year’s races
on the old track (Alex Sims passed 20 cars in
two races on Sunday!). As one driver put it:
“Long straights followed by heavy braking is
what every driver wants for overtaking.”
There’s a big bump at Abbey as the cars
change from the old to the new track, which
will be a challenge in F1 cars, and there was
plenty of passing with locked brakes into
Village/The Loop. There’s also a chance to tow
down the straight and pass into Brooklands,
which is a better corner than on the old track.



{ THE LOOP

i Gear: Ist

i Speed: 53mph
i G-Force: 2

¢ A left-hand hairpin that

: follows immediately after
i{Village, giving the chance
i to drivers who have been

: overtaken at Village to

i fight back using the

i inside line.

§AINTREE

i Gear: 4th

i Speed: 150mph
i G-Force: 3.3

i A fast kink that leads on
i to the renamed Wellington
i Straight.

i “This will probably be

i flat out and there is a

i bump there to catch you
iout,” says Coulthard.

: BROOKLANDS

i Gear: 3rd

: Speed: 97mph
i G-Force: 2.8

i Another possible

i overtaking place.

: “If the car ahead makes a

i mistake coming onto the

i straight, you might be able
:to get a run on it into

i here,” says Coulthard.

The newly-built Arena
section of Silverstone

NEWS
PIT & PADDOCK

THIS WEEK IN F1

SUGGESTIONS THAT Silverstone
could now be the fastest track on
the Formula 1 calendar appear wide
of the mark, even though the new
Arena configuration has increased
the overall lap speed.

Monza is the fastest track, and
based on qualifying lap records (see
right), F1 cars would need to be at
least 10.7 per cent faster round the
new Silverstone configuration than
they were on the old one. F3 cars
were about one per cent faster last
weekend, suggesting that Monza’s
record will be safe. Silverstone could
displace Spa as the second fastest.

FASTEST TRACKS IN F1*

Monza 161.809mph
Spa 147.821mph
Silverstone (old)  147.004mph
Suzuka 145.353mph
Albert Park 141.362mph

*based on qualifying lap record

ARENA STATS

3.666 miles

18 corners

52-1ap grand prix
£5 million cost

New pits due in 2011

f//””

_-{37" MERCEDES Michael Schumacher doesn't believe
s that upgrades for the Spanish Grand Prix will
?"E.‘ allow Mercedes to fight for wins. “It would not
be realistic to expect us to suddenly be
competing right at the front,” he said.

RED BULL Mark Webber is hoping that the
8 Lpcoming race days will be “clean” so that the
team can capitalise on its pace. “We have seen
the car is quick everywhere, we just need some
clean Sunday afternoons really,” he said.

' McLAREN Didier Coton, associate group director
& of Mika Hakkinen’s Aces Management Group
refused to comment on rumours linking it to

a management deal with Lewis Hamilton.

“We have nothing to say and don’t know where
they [the rumours] are coming from,” he told
AUTOSPORT. “It is pure speculation.”

- FERRARI Luca di Montezemolo described claims
: published in The Times last week that Ferrari is
advertising tobacco brand Marlboro on a
subliminal level through its barcode livery

as “ridiculous”.

E \ WILLIAMS Nico Hulkenberg believes that the
_.__,..r-'“'s, team’s aerodynamic performance in this
;\ / weekend’s Spanish GP will be a true barometer.
“It gives everyone a clear indication of how
strong your aerodynamics are,” he said.

— SAUBER New technical director James Key has
_ begun to restructure the technical department
at Hinwil in the wake of the cut in personnel
and budget at the team.

RENAULT Customers can now pay €5500 to
ea drive a Formula 1 car at the Hungaroring through
Renault’s ‘Feel It programme. As well as two laps

in the F1 car, customers will be coached up to
standard from Formula Renault level.

P'/\ FORCE INDIA Vitantonio Liuzzi will run a new
Sl chassis at the Spanish Grand Prix. His old
’ W chassis, VJM03/01, will become the team’s

spare car with chassis VJM03/02 becoming
the team’s aerodynamic test car.

f B TORO ROSSO Sebastien Buemi conducted a
M straightline test at Vairano last week to evaluate
L @l the team’s planned upgrades for the Spanish

GP. “It went very well,” said the Swiss driver.

s LOTUS The revived team’s new factory in
vse | Hingham is now fully operational, “with every
\ _ department now nearly fully staffed but starting
to work to their full potential,” according to
chief technical officer Mike Gascoyne.

B HRT Team principal Colin Kolles is confident that
#— the team will be more competitive in Spain this
weekend. “We need to improve the performance

as well as hit a new target and finish again with
both cars,” he said.

' VIRGIN Lucas di Grassi spent time in the Wirth
Research simulator to prepare ahead of the
Spanish Grand Prix.

May 6 2010 autosport.com 13




Williams has made

aslowstartto 2010

Williams: don’t write us off

Poor start blamed on working with a new engine in pre-season, but Williams remains convinced of its potential

illiams has blamed its
Wdisappointing start to the

2010 season on the fact that
it has had to pump resources into
optimising its customer-spec
Cosworth engine package.

Director of engineering Patrick
Head reckoned pre-season that his
team could “re-establish ourselves
as one of the top three or four
teams in F1 regularly”, but in the
opening four races of the season
the Williams FW32 has proven to
be the seventh-fastest car and
scored only six points.

Williams has been around 1.2
seconds off the pace in qualifying.
Although it has been closer in the
races, it has a long way to go to even
challenge fifth-placed Renault.

To improve on its current results,
it will need to buck the trend of
recent seasons: over the past five
years, the team has only once
scored more points in the second
half of the season than the first.
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“Our aim is to be at the
front and it is still

realistic to target that”

Williams technical director Sam
Michael remains upbeat, despite
what he admits are disappointing
results, and is adamant that the
team will make progress now that it
has caught up from the time lost to
the work required on the driveline.

“We’ve had to put a lot of work
into the driveline and engine
installation and we’ve got on top
of a lot of the problems,” Michael
told AUTOSPORT. “Obviously it
took up a lot of resource.

“Our aim hasn’t changed — to
be at the front — and we’ve got a lot
of updates for Barcelona, Monaco
and Turkey that mean that it’s still
realistic for us to be targeting that”

Williams has struggled to keep

pace with Ferrari and McLaren since

its days as a powerhouse team of
the 1980s and ’gos. It has been
ranked between fourth and eighth
in the constructors’ championship
over the past five years, and even
its success in the early noughties
is attributed more to BMW power
than to the cars it produced.

Although the wild inconsistency
that characterised its performances
under the old regulations in 2006-
2008 has been ironed out, there has
been little sign of Williams moving
forward since starting last year as
one of the three fastest teams,
thanks to hitting on the double-
diffuser concept.

Michael vehemently disagrees
that Williams struggles to match
the top teams in areas such as high-
downforce chassis. But there is
an ever-growing body of evidence
suggesting that, as good as the
team is on the mechanical side, its
strength in aerodynamics has never

recovered from the loss of Adrian
Newey to McLaren in 1996.

“We’ve got very good people
who are very intuitive and creative,”
Michael added. “We were one of
the few teams to come up with the

Michaelis bullish
about the future

DUNBAR/LAT




WILLIAMS IS set to receive
a performance boost at this
weekend’s Spanish Grand Prix
with engine supplier Cosworth
having made improvements to its
V8 set-up based on data gathered
in the four flyaway races.
Although Cosworth’s engine
has been frozen since the March 1
homologation date, changes can
be made to engine mapping, as
well as to ancillary parts such as
exhausts. Cosworth business unit
leader Mark Gallagher believes
that the lessons learned in the

Cosworth hopes to
move up the grid

opening four races of the year far
outstrip those gathered during
pre-season testing.

changes to the permitted areas

“Pre-season testing was so
short and badly affected by rain
that it didn’t give us much useful
information compared with what
you get running in the heat of

- mapping, exhausts and intake
work. We have had some very
useful feedback from Rubens
Barrichello in particular because
he has driven the Honda, the
Mercedes and even the Toyota

Bahrain and Malaysia,” Gallagher
told AUTOPSORT. “We came into
the season with one hand tied
behind our backs, and it has only
been in the first few races that we
have found out where we can
make improvements.

“We are now in an iterative
process. We can only make

[on a PR run for Williams] during
the past 18 months. He has been
able to give us a good measure
of where we stand.”

Gallagher added that the
relationship with Williams is
central to the development of the
engine because of the experience
base the team has in comparison

double diffuser last year. But you
have to improve everything when
you’re not winning — the
aerodynamics, the mechanicals,
reducing the centre of gravity, the
geometry. We’re doing a great job
on all fronts, and to say we’re
missing the ultimate peaks of
downforce... there have been tracks
like Monaco where we’ve been fast.
A few tenths here and there and
suddenly we’re up there.”

It is going to take more than a
few tenths here and there to get
Williams to the front. If the team is
to prove that it is anything more
than a well-run midfield operation,
with aspirations beyond its budget
and early-season performance, it
must make good on Michael’s
promise to climb the order.

The claim that work on “running
in” the Cosworth engine and
optimising the packaging is credible
— as Mark Gallagher explains
(see right) — but the disappointing
start to the year after pre-season
optimism is becoming a worryingly
familiar theme for Williams. It is
a trend that needs to be bucked
in 2010 if it is ever to re-emerge
as a title-winning force.

with Cosworth’s other three teams
- HRT, Lotus and Virgin - which
are all new to F1 this year.

“It has been extremely good
to partner with Williams because
of their vast experience,” said
Gallagher. “The new teams are
on a steep learning curve, but for
Williams it’s a different ballgame.
We regard them as an ideal
partner for us and we want to
win again. It has been far too
long since Cosworth has been
regarded as a frontrunning engine
provider and that’s where we
want to get back to.”

Williams last fought for

atitlebackin2003

Williams’s deficit to the
ultimate pace in 2010

How far from the front Williams has been in the first four GPs

NEWS
PIT & PADDOCK

60 SECONDS WITH
RUBENS_BARRICHELLO.... .

Williams F1

It has been a

disappointing start to
the season for Williams.
What’s holding you back?

There are some sm

issues to work on. We

need to improve th

all

ecar

aerodynamically and improve the engine as a
whole on driveability and power. The ride quality

is also something t

How difficult will

hat we need to look at.

it be to fix these problems?

Very challenging, but that is the best thing for
me. People say I shouldn’t have left Mercedes
last year because then you would be happy with

things, but I am happy with the different
challenges at Williams.

Are you confident that the team can resolve

these problems?

I’'m happy with what I have seen so far. I am not
happy with the results, and also the team is not

happy. So let’s wor

k together and improve. They

are good listeners and they are moving forward
with my direction so I’'m happy with that. After

four races, we still

haven’t had a trouble-free

weekend and we are still working on small things.

Could you climb to fifth in the championship?

We have to aim for

a lot more than we have. But

we are not thinking that the car is like this so let’s
drop it and work on next year. We cannot think

like that — we have

to make it happen this year.

In terms of resources, can this team be more

than a midfielder?

Yes. In Barcelona, everything will calm down for

the team. Before th

How much is there

at, everyone was in a rush.

to come from this car?

We will have to work hard to make it a top-six

car in qualifying. In races, it’s a different matter
with reliability and
to be in the top six
find half-a-second.

-/ Rubens Barrichello was talking to
-5 AUTOSPORT F1 editor Edd Straw

hard toimprove FW32

Barrichellois pushing

different things. My aim is
all the time so we need to

BATE
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SPANISH GP

Straight talk

 David Coulthard

" Britain’s all-time leading F1 points scorer

Now that Formula 1is

back on European soil, will

the early-season flyaway
form continue, or will the
latest upgrades result in
a new world order?

arcelona: the traditional
B start of the main European
Formula 1 season. Where the
real challenge begins in the fight
for the world championship.
So what did we learn from the
opening four flyaways?

Those races told us, in terms
of single-lap pace, that Red Bull
has the fastest car. In terms of
smart, sharp decisions by a
racing driver, Jenson Button has
been flawless. And in terms of
someone suffering a luck allergy,
Sebastian Vettel has the biggest
right to feel aggrieved, given his
three pole positions delivered
only one grand prix victory.

The other main talking point
has been Michael Schumacher’s
pace. I believe he will be feeling
a mixture of doubt and optimism
heading into this weekend.
Doubt, because things haven’t
work out relative to Nico Rosberg
as he would have imagined.
Optimism, as he will be looking
forward to the upgrades Mercedes
is bringing to Barcelona.

UPGRADE OR RISK STANDING STILL
It would be a fairly mighty
upgrade for someone to leapfrog
Red Bull’s single-lap advantage
this weekend, but we did witness
impressive progress from

“Vettel’s luck allergy
im a right to feel ag

McLaren new boy Button has
proved the doubters wrong

BUTTON: THE KING OF COOL
What a great boost for Jenson, to
come back to Europe leading the
championship like this time last
year. He’s definitely
built upon his
reputation, as it was
one thing to win the
world title by taking
advantage of the
fastest car, but it’s
a different level of
credit and respect
to win races in a
car that wasn’t the
quickest in single-
lap speed, but also in
difficult conditions.
He’s the king of
the cool head, and
proved his doubters
wrong who said
he’d be blown away
by Lewis Hamilton
at McLaren.

McLaren last year. Consider they
started 2009 over 2s off the pace,
and ended up winning races,
those were pretty spectacular
improvements that prove
anything is possible. Everyone’s
had the chance since the winter
testing began to work hard back
at base, look at other people’s
cars, optimise interpretations of
the rules, and produce upgrades.
Usually, from race to race, we
see small tweaks, but this is a
convenient juncture for teams
to revise suspension, wheelbase,
floor, top body, wings — all major
parts with long lead times.
We’ve learned that Mercedes is
lengthening the wheelbase of its
Wo1. When you do that, it’s not
just the physical lengthening of
the car that is the issue. There
are many knock-on effects, such
as weight distribution, centre
of gravity, aero balance, etc.

We know that Michael loves
that powerful front-end to
his race car, and it’s not looked
like he’s had that ‘pointy’ car to
be aggressive and get stuck into
it. Clearly the car is quicker in
the hands of Rosberg — without
ever looking like being quick
enough to win — so let’s see
what the upgrade brings to
Michael’s party.

CAN ALONSO PRANCE AGAIN?

It seems crazy to say it, but it
does seem a long time since
Fernando Alonso’s victory in
Bahrain. He will want a big
result, not just because it’s

ives
rieved”

his home grand prix, and a track
where he’s traditionally been very
strong, but because he wants to
win a third world championship.

He will want Ferrari to deliver,
like he does behind the wheel,
and we’ve seen a chink in its
armour with a recent spate of
engine failures. At this stage
of the season I wouldn’t be
too concerned about Ferrari’s
reliability in this department.

Given that the engines are
blueprinted and FIA sealed,
there is obviously an issue that’s
arisen since last year. It has to
be a manufacturing issue, or a
material fault, so because it’s
had reliability in the past with
that motor, then surely it can
regain it. It should be identifiable
and therefore fixable.

He needs it to be sorted
asap if he’s going to challenge
for the title this year. &
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Barrichello’s

inside li

msiae une A\
\\f

F1’s most experienced driver shares his thoughts ﬁ { ww

EXCLUSIVE SET-UP

Barcelona is all about aerodynamics. Although
there’s a long main straight, you’re looking for
the speed more in the corners. The track has a
good mix of high- and low-speed corners, so
there’s a bit of everything.

and memories of Spain’s Catalunya circuit 1

e do so much running at miles that they know the set-up very
w Barcelona — at least we did in well and are usually 100 per cent

the days before the test ban — happy with the car, so overtaking
we know the track inside out. It'’s a chances are limited. It's an enjoyable
great circuit and it’s a great qualifying track and one on which a driver with
event. You're limited in the race a bit more experience, like myself,

because everyone has done so many should hopefully have an advantage.

williamsfl.com ___________———-——-—'_’-_-f_

TURN 9 TURN 12

87w

3 VI G- FORCE
GEAR 1

TURN 3

175,
6" GEAR

TURN 2 TURN 16

125... : 163..

4 ; GEAR 6”‘ G-FORCE

GEAR 4 -0
8 8 mph

S0 G- FORCE
2.0

www.simplytheticket.com

We cater forall’budgets fromy General’/Admission to full Hospitality
Please call our friendly Reservations team on 08432896 578

or e mail us at sales@simplytheticket.com for more information.

*(Allrpackages are subject to availability)
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............. F1 PREVIEW
SPANISH GP

MEMORY - 2009

OVERTAKING
It’s not easy to overtake at this track. The best opportunity you have is under braking into the right-hander at I have had plenty of good races in Spain -
Turn 1. It’s a heavy braking zone down to third gear. But this race is all about qualifying. finishing on the podium four times - and I should
have won last year without the situation with one
car on three stops and the other on two stops. It

4 - .

: e s
. . M mOVISTam was also in Barcelona last year that I started to

8 o ‘" . e Y talk to Williams about joining them, so it’s good

A T
' p to be going back there.

SPAIN WEATHER TYRE CHOICE

i c
.. 16C

KEY CORNERS

Turns 4, 5and 7
are where you
really make up
time in qualifying.

s SATURDAY
SHOWERS

\‘I" 2 c
S

SUNDAY

TURN 3 QUALIFYING SPECIAL TRACK GUIDE

Tzrn 3is avery challenging corner a.nd in‘qualifying you are right on the NUMBER [:IRCUIT LENGTH RACE DISTANCE
edge of being flat out. The weather is a bit hotter for the race weekend, but OF LAPS
2.892m 190.87m

in testing you have more grip which makes it easier to go in flat.

2009 POLE POSITION

JENSON BUTTON

(1m20.527s)
2009 WINNER

JENSON BUTTON

Vo — ~ [ —~
( 1. MoNAGo 5 JALENGIA 57, BELGIUM 11 BUDHAB|
-17 MAY 2019 June 2019 -30 August 2010 . 6 November 2019
£699, 1650.00 P, .
£22'99.00 Per Person* 9 00 Per Person* From £239.00 Per Per * 5 Nights 4 St er Person
3 nights 4 Stqr hot 3 nights 5 Star Return F son i 3 Yas Island Hotel
Private hotel accommodation j N Ferry Crossing Frivate airport transf,
e return circyit Val «'fltlon in (Dover - Calais) Choice of 3 day gra ders
Pl‘l'vatesaﬁrs (sat/sun) 3Da ert'.c'a 3 nights Green Area ticket (Main, Nortp, nWs and
2d port transfers Transf Y foket Camping (brin South, Pit Supp, -
ays VIP Track sfers to/from 34 g own tent) F1p Upport)
Hospitality Valencia Airport av Bronze Ticket Te ooamme
Team on cajf 24 hours Team on call 24 hours, am on call 24 hoyrs,
Based on 2 sharing

Team on call 24 hoyrg,
Based on 4 sharing

*Based on 2 sharing *Based on 2 sharing
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C- SPANISH GP

SPANISH GP PREVIEW

MARK
HUGHES

[} \PAYRL

The first big wave of updates arrive in Spain,
but can anyone really shake up the order?

Key questions

he upgrade-reset button gets applied
in Barcelona and it’s going to be
interesting to see if any teams have
found enough from their first serious
reconfiguration of the season to have
leapfrogged up the performance league chart.

If we look at the qualifying performances to
date — ignoring the rain-disrupted Malaysia —
the order is clear. Red Bull is out front, Ferrari
within spitting distance. There’s then a
significant gap back to McLaren and Mercedes,
and a smaller gap back to Force India, Renault
and Williams. A half-second behind that
comes Toro Rosso and Sauber, then a big gap
to Lotus, Virgin and HRT.

Given that 10kg of downforce equals around
o.1sec, for the gap in raw performance between
Red Bull and Ferrari to be bridgeable would
require the Italian team to find around 20kg
more extra downforce than RBR since China.
That’s not just 20kg more downforce, but 20kg
more than whatever Red Bull has found! For
either McLaren or Mercedes to get onto terms
on straight-out qualifying pace they will have
to have found the 60kg they were lacking plus
whatever gains Red Bull have found. Unlikely.

Although McLaren looks brilliant in the

Red Bull leads the
competitive order

Will Ferrari catch
up with Red Bull?

points table, the underlying performance
shows it (and Mercedes) to be over 0.6sec
adrift of the pace. It’s difficult to conceive that
being found in one hit. Given that they have
averaged only around o.15sec quicker than the
Force India/Renault/Williams group, there’s
more potential for an upset there if, for
example, Renault has enjoyed a fruitful time
in the windtunnel since China.

It’s more conceivable, in other words, for
Robert Kubica to get among the McLarens
and Mercs than for Lewis, Jenson, Nico or
Michael to get up with the Red Bulls.

©) P23

What the Spanish
Grand Prix will tell us

M Can Ferrari get on terms
with Red Bull?

M Have the top two teams
already left the rest behind?

M Can Renault spring a surprise
on McLaren and Mercedes?

McLaren needs 60-plus
kilos more downforce
e

e
<
)

=

o
<
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=
=
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SET-UP GUIDE

Barcelona is a track where the
teams have done a lot of winter
testing, and as a result everyone
will arrive with their car set-up
pretty well sorted. It requires a
variety of characteristics - good
top speed as the main straight is
quite long, good high-speed
aerodynamic balance, and good
low-speed grip and ability to ride
the kerbs through the slower
corners and the new tighter section
at the end of the lap. With fast
corners leading onto all of the
straights it is a prime example of
how not to design a race track,
overtaking just won’t exist unless
the weather gods decide to help.

TV AND RADIO LISTINGS

EFRIDAY MAY 7

0855-1035 Free practice 1 LIVE (BBCi & Radio 5
Live Sports Extra)

1255-1435 Free practice 2 LIVE (BBCi)

I SATURDAY MAY 8
0955-1105 Free practice 3 LIVE (BBCi & Radio 5

Live Sports Extra)
1215-1415 Qualifying LIVE (BBC1 & Radio 5 Live

Sports Extra)

I SUNDAY MAY 9

1210-1515 Grand Prix LIVE (BBC1 & Radio 5 Live)
1515-1615 Grand Prix post-race forum (BBC1)

Four AUTOSPORT journalists
have been given an imaginary
£50 and carte blanche to bet
their way through the season.
Mark Glendenning was the
only tipster to get anything
out of China, reaping the
rewards from his £5 punt that
Vitaly Petrov would finish in
the points. The pressure is
now on Andrew van de Burgt,
who needs to get something
out of Spain to avoid dipping
into the red.
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JONATHAN NOBLE
GROUP F1 EDITOR
£5 each way Webber 7/1

m

CURREiTALLV

URREI

a

EDD STRAW
F1 EDITOR
£30 Red Bull pole 4/6

1

™M

gT
ANDREW VAN DE BURGT
EDITOR

£10 Vettel to win 1/2

MARK GLENDENNING CURRENT TALLY
¢ DEPUTY F1 EDITOR

£5 Webber on podium 6/4

PACE COMPARISON

AUTOSPORT’s performance
index, formulated by technical
editor Gary Anderson, is
generated by taking each
driver’s fastest single-lap time
from each weekend. This time
is expressed as a percentage

of the fastest lap of the
weekend, which is always 100
per cent. The overall figure for
each driver is the mean
percentage from the three race
weekends held so far, and will
be updated through the year.

[RECESY
Vettel 172
Hamilton 10/3
Alonso 4/1
Webber 1/1
Button 15/2
Rosberg 14/1
Schumacher 14/1
Massa 14/1
Kubica 40/1
Sutil 66/1
Barrichello 100/1
Petrov 150/1
Liuzzi 200/1
Buemi 200/1
Alguersuari 200/1
Hulkenberg 250/1
Kobayashi 250/1
de 1a Rosa 250/1
Kovalainen 500/1
Trulli 500/1
Glock 1000/1
Senna 1000/1
di Grassti 1000/1
Chandhok 1000/1

0dds supplied by William Hill

Vettel 100.012 § =2 2

Webber 100.196 #
Alonso 100.270 I =

Mark Webber
forapodium?

Alguersuari 102.012

Petrov 102.135 [l
o elbRmIRETE DL

Trulli 105.160 : ==
Kovalainen 105.296 !

Senna 107.235 Il g
Chandhok 107.703 1 = :r{}

F1 PREVIEW
SPANISH GP

POS DRIVER TEAM
1 Jenson BUTTON Brawn-Mercedes
2 Rubens BARRICHELLO  Brawn-Mercedes
3 Mark WEBBER Red Bull-Renault
4 Sebastian VETTEL Red Bull-Renault
5 Fernando ALONSO Renault
6 Felipe MASSA Ferrari
7 Nick HEIDFELD BMW Sauber
8 Nico ROSBERG Williams-Toyota
POLE: Jenson BUTTON (Brawn) 1m20.527s

Barrichello passes Button at the start to
lead, but doesn’t capitalise on his three-
stop strategy, and two-stopping Button
wins. Rubens is not amused.

P0OS DRIVER TEAM
1 Kimi RAIKKONEN Ferrari
2 Felipe MASSA Ferrari
3 Lewis HAMILTON McLaren-Mercedes
4 Robert KUBICA BMW Sauber
5 Mark WEBBER Red Bull-Renault
6 Jenson BUTTON Honda
7 Kazuki NAKAJIMA Williams-Toyota
8 Jarno TRULLI Toyota

POLE Kimi RAIKKONEN (Ferrari) Im21.813s

On a day of high attrition, Raikkonen
serenely leads home Massa for a Ferrari
one-two. Takuma Sato finishes 13th in
Super Aguri’s final race.

POS DRIVER TEAM
1 Felipe MASSA Ferrari
2 Lewis HAMILTON McLaren-Mercedes
3 Fernando ALONSO McLaren-Mercedes
4 Robert KUBICA BMW Sauber
5 David COULTHARD Red Bull-Renault
6 Nico ROSBERG Williams-Toyota
7 Heikki KOVALAINEN Renault
8 Takuma SATO Super Aguri-Honda
POLE Felipe MASSA (Ferrari) 1m21.421s

Massa wins from pole ahead of the two
McLarens, with Hamilton’s second place
proving enough to move him into the
championship lead in his rookie year.

PO
1

~o U w N

S DRIVER TEAM
Fernando ALONSO Renault
Michael SCHUMACHER ~ Ferrari
Giancarlo FISICHELLA Renault
Felipe MASSA Ferrari
Kimi RAIKKONEN McLaren-Mercedes
Jenson BUTTON Honda
Rubens BARRICHELLO  Honda
Nick HEIDFELD BMW Sauber

8

POLE Fernando ALONSO (Renault) 1ml14.468s

Alonso romps to a comfortable win from
pole. Second-placed Michael Schumacher
was a full 18.5s behind at the end, with
just five cars finishing on the lead lap.

POS DRIVER TEAM

1 Kimi RAIKKONEN McLaren-Mercedes

2 Fernando ALONSO Renault

3 Jarno TRULLI Toyota

4 Ralf SCHUMACHER Toyota

5 Giancarlo FISICHELLA Renault

6 Mark WEBBER Williams-BMW

7 Juan Pablo MONTOYA  McLaren-Mercedes

8 David COULTHARD Red Bull-Cosworth
POLE Kimi Raikkonen (McLaren) 2m31.421s (agg)

Raikkonen leads away from pole and is
never troubled. Second-placed Alonso’s
charge is hampered by tyre wear
problems and he finishes 27.6s down.
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COMMENT
PIT & PADDOCK

Mark Hughes

AUTOSPORT grand prix editor

Will Mercedes upgrades
help Michael Schumacher

rediscover his form, or is
the German really just a
shadow of his former self?

. Schuey cured understeering
| F3100f’96 by pure brilliance

and Mercedes this weekend,

then. The sight of him
struggling — and ultimately failing
— to hold off Vitaly Petrov, as well
as a host of bigger names, in
Shanghai made for strangely
uncomfortable viewing. I know
many who delighted in it, because
of the bad feeling the man aroused
in his pomp. But for me there was
something strangely moving in
seeing him humbled like this, using
the tricks of racecraft acquired over
the years just to offset a basic
shortage of speed. There was no
lack of effort there, even in
scrapping for ninth place, and there
was something
dignified about that
— and the very act
of watching such a
personal struggle
was, for me,
uncomfortable,
like an invasion of
someone’s privacy
at a very difficult
time for them. You
wanted to politely
look the other way
but were compelled
to watch.

Some of the
issues that have slowed him are
easy enough to buy. As outlined
in Tony Dodgins’ article in this
magazine last week, he needs a car
that has a strong front end in order
to fully utilise his amazing balance
on corner entry. Times without
number over the years I’ve stood

All eyes on Michael Schumacher

trackside and watched him, first

lap out of the pits in the weekend,
enter a fast corner right on the edge
of adhesion, front tyres fully loaded,
rears tippy-toeing on a knife edge.
Then Michael would just sit there
making no further inputs until near
the apex, an impossible balancing
act that was absolutely central to
his basic raw devastating speed.

More difficult to do that with an
understeering car — and that’s what
the Merc has been to date. Now you
see him trying to carry that speed
and the fronts simply surrender
very early into the turn, washing
out all that momentum, completely
whipping away from beneath his
feet the stage on which he’s trying
to perform his acrobatics.

So among other changes, they
have increased the car’s wheelbase,
angling the front wishbones
forward, not only giving the airflow
more room to re-attach after the
front wheels and thereby pull it
harder over the front wing, but also
taking some of the weight off those
narrow front tyres. Press down
harder upon the tyres and you get
more grip — until you arrive at the
point where they simply run out
of capacity because the air volume
inside is insufficient. This
apparently is what has been
happening on the Merc. So now,
with a chunk of that static weight
shifted rearwards, there should be
room for more downforce to equal
more tyre grip — and it should be
possible to balance the car more
to Michael’s liking.

But he has encountered
understeering cars before. Back in
1996 the Ferrari F310 was like that,
as were most John Barnard-
designed cars. He didn’t used to
struggle then. In fact, here’s what
Eddie Irvine said after watching
him trackside at a Jerez test: “There
were some straw bales as a
makeshift chicane... you’d see the
cars coming up, they’d see the gap,
they’d turn. Michael came up and
turned before he saw the gap
because he knew by the time he got
there it would be there — and he
didn’t turn in as sharply so he
turned in earlier and a lot faster
and slid into where he knew the
gap was going to be... The
difference was night and day”

That way he had of turning
earlier, but at high speed so as not
to overload the front tyres and have
the rear beginning to arc gently
around the outer front, would get
direction change into even a
reluctant car. He’d use this to
overcome a car’s natural understeer
traits. Maybe the Merc front end is
just so gripless relative to the rear
that this simply hasn’t been
physically possible. Or is it that his
feel for that balancing point and
how to co-ordinate it with the
geometry of the corner has blurred
a little, making him just like any
other Formula 1 driver? If so, is it
blurred only from three years’lack
of practice — or because of age or
even the neck injury?

We should begin to get some
of the answers this weekend. ¥

“The impossible balancing
act was central to his speed”
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INDYCAR

Michael Andrettiv

Autosport is to announce
further details of its plans for
Northern Irishman Adam Carroll
at this month’s Indianapolis 500.
Michael Andretti’s team
confirmed last week that Carroll
will make a handful of starts this
year ‘in the second half of the season)
and the 27-year-old A1GP champion

Top IndyCar team Andretti

Hunter-Reay’s
futureisin doubt

Carroll to race
for Andretti
in IndyCar

ows to give Irish A1GP champ
a handful of starts as part of long-term IRL deal

told AUTOSPORT this week that
he is prepared to wait for his
opportunity in the North American
single-seater series.

“T have an idea of what schedule
T’ll be running, but it’s not 100 per
cent yet,” said Carroll, who is likely
to be given at least one IndyCar
start on an oval this year. “But 'm
prepared to be patient and wait as
long as it takes to get into one of
these cars. To get the opportunity
to race for Andretti in America is
something you can’t turn down.”

Carroll could make his oval-racing
debut in the Indy Lights feeder
series later this year, as he bids to
gain experience before embarking
on what he hopes will be a long-
term deal with Andretti.

“There’s a few things I'm going
to have to learn, and that’s all part
of the challenge,” he added. “If the
opportunity to do an Indy Lights race
on an oval comes about, it will help
me learn. I wasn’t that keen on the
idea before, but now I'm committed
to a deal, it could benefit my future”

Carroll also denied speculation
that he was being drafted in as a
replacement for Long Beach race
winner Ryan Hunter-Reay, who is
in the middle of a part-season deal
with Andretti that is scheduled
to come to an end in the summer
unless more funding can be secured.

“Ryan has his own deal, and mine
is completely separate,” he added.
“He’s done a really good job, and
I’'m not stealing his drive. He’s

Is Carroll latest Irishman
to find fortune in America?

struggling for money like me, so
I could get in his car if it becomes
available or I could be in a fifth car”

Carroll’s deal has been put
together by former CART champion
Andretti, whose team — under its
former name of Andretti Green
Racing — ran the Team USA entry,
which was driven by his son Marco,
in A1GP against Carroll’s victorious
Team Ireland machine.

Carroll hopes that he will be
able to emulate the career path of
Australian Will Power, who landed a
full-time drive with Team Penske for
2010 after a successful part-season
with the squad in 2009.

“It’s about the bigger picture,” he
said. “Just look at Will — he did a
good job and got rewarded.”

GP2/GP3

Algarve standalone set to he dropped

THE GP2/GP3 Series
standalone event at the
Algarve circuit is likely
to be cancelled due to a
contractual disagreement.
The series was set to
make its second visit to
the southern Portuguese
circuit in mid-June, but

GP2 boss Bruno Michel
told AUTOSPORT that
the event is now almost
certain to be dropped.

“At the moment it’s still
on the calendar, but it is
very likely that we’re not
going to go,” Michel said.
“The circuit did not meet
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the contractual obligations
that they had with us.”
The GP3 Series calendar
has already compensated
for the loss of Algarve with
last week’s announcement
that it is adding Istanbul
to its 2010 schedule, but
Michel confirmed that

there would be no
replacement in GP2.

“For GP2, there will be
10 race weekends,” he
said. “There’s no problem
- we told the teams early.

©) P44 PREVIEW
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INDYCAR

League to award separate tltles

INDIANAPOLIS BOSSES
have praised the start
made by new IndyCar CEO
Randy Bernard following
the announcement of
his plan to crown oval
and road-course
champions this year.
Bernard confirmed
last week that separate
trophies will be awarded
to the driver who scores
the most points on road
and street courses this
year, while an oval
champion will be crowned
before the Homestead
finale, ensuring that
the last race of the
season only counts for
the overall standings.
Jeff Belskus, president
and CEO of Indianapolis
Motor Speedway, said:

IRL willhave an
oval king (or queen)

“We didn’t hire Randy to
be a race official, we hired
him to provide leadership
for the series and that’s
what he’s doing. I've been
very impressed with what
I've seen. He’s tackling a
lot of different issues and
trying to deal with them

head on, and is willing

to take decisive action

or say if he doesn’t

know. I appreciate

and respect that.”
Bernard’s latest plan

marks the beginning of his

attempts to create more

major events on the

schedule alongside the
Indianapolis 500 (see
AUTOSPORT, April 22).
“What separates us
from NASCAR and Formula
1is our versatility,” he
said. “That’s what we
need to hang our hat on
and clarify our image.”

AUTOSPORT SAYS..

GLENN FREEMAN
NEWS EDITOR

glenn.freeman
@haymarket.com
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ew of us would have expected it to take

Adam Carroll a year to land a top drive
after he and Team Ireland were crowned
A1GP champions at Brands Hatch in May
2009. There seemed to be some genuine
momentum building up around the man
who had gone wheel to wheel with the
likes of Nico Rosberg and Lewis Hamilton
up the motorsport ladder, but he continued
to be left trailing in their dust.

Fortunately, while Michael Andretti ran
the American A1 team to get his son Marco
some road-course experience, he saw
something in Carroll that he couldn’t ignore.
It may have taken a long time, with some
Formula 1 talks getting in the way, but
now Andretti has Carroll signed up.

This deal is all about long-term thinking.
So, while we don’t know exactly what the
team has planned, it is certainly looking

to offer him something beyond a handful
of IndyCar starts later this year.

IN BRIEF

to next year,” said the American,
whose car is currently without a
title sponsor for 2011.

DELETRAZ MISSES OUT
Sportscar stalwart Jean-Denis
Deletraz has abandoned plans

to contest the FIA GT1 World
Championship with the Hexis Aston
Martin team. Thomas Accary, who
races with Hexis in GT3, was a late
stand-in at Silverstone last weekend.

GT1 RESULT PROVISIONAL
The results of last weekend’s FIA
GT1 World Championship race at
Silverstone remain provision after
the Young Driver AMR team lodged
an appeal against its exclusion
from victory in the event.

NEW ENGINE FOR RADICAL
The British EcoRacing team tested

a new production-based Nissan V8
developed to the 2011 LMP2 rules in
one of its Radical SR9s at Snetterton
last week. The engine is set to make
its race debut in the ALMS later this
year, most likely with Harri Toivonen
(below) and Francesco Dracone.

GONZALEZ JOINS ARDEN
Rodolfo Gonzalez (above) has
joined Arden International for the
2010 GP2 Series. It will be the
Venezuelan’s first full season in the
category, although he has contested
several Asia Series rounds in the
past three years, as well as a one-off
in the main series with Trident
Racing at the Nurburgring last July.

ZAUGG BACK TO GP2

Adrian Zaugg has taken the final
available slot on the GP2 grid for
this weekend’s season opener at
Barcelona. The South African, who
is returning to the series for the first
time since contesting the 2007
season with Arden, will line up
alongside Johnny Cecotto Jr at
Trident Racing.

HORNISH DENIES U-TURN
Former IndyCar champion Sam
Hornish has denied that he is on
the verge of returning to single-
seater racing from NASCAR. “Ever
since [ came over here people have
speculated that I'm going back to
IndyCar, but we’re looking forward
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Sims eyes
Monaco

When his hopes of a Formula 1 drive
for 2010 took their final nosedive, Carroll
hung on for a big chance rather than picking
up scraps in other series. It was the latest
brave decision he’s taken with his
career, and it deserves to be rewarded.

Carroll beat Marco
Andrettiin A1GP

Sims wants to learn
Monte Carlo track
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F3 EURO SERIES race winner Alexander
Simsis hoping toland adriveinthe
FormulaRenault 3.5 race in Monaco
nextweekend so he can learn the circuit.
The 2008 McLaren AUTOSPORT
BRDC Award winneris racing for
ART Grand Prixin F3 this year, but he
admitted that arace at Monaco has been
inhis plans since he joined the Gravity
driver-management scheme last winter.
“Isaid to Gravity that I feltit was
important torace at Monaco,” said Sims.
“Looking further down the line, I'd like
tobe able to dowell there in my first year
insomething like GP2, and that’s going
to be easierif I know the track. A couple
of guys did the same last year, but I'm
notsureifthere are spaces onthe grid.”
Aseatat Czechteam ISR could be
available, butit wants to put a full-time
driverin place of Esteban Guerrieri.

Three-time World Touring Car champion
Andy Priaulx scored BMW’s 50th win in the
series at Marrakech last weekend. Emanuele
Pirro/Roberto Ravaglia took the first at Jarama
in their M3 in the standalone 1987 season

May 6 2010 autoesport.com 25
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WTCC hoss chasing new
manufacturer entrants

Toyota chiefs to visit upcoming Monza race, while others are in talks with series boss

he World Touring Car
Championship is working
to attract manufacturers

such as Toyota, Alfa Romeo, Ford
and Honda to the series in the

next two years.

With SEAT having reduced its
team to a semi-works effort this
year, and BMW confirming its
interest in the DTM last week,
Chevrolet could be the only
remaining full factory
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team in the championship by 2012.
But WTCC promoter Marcello
Lotti believes several car makers are
being enticed towards the WTCC
with the introduction of the next
generation of regulations in 2011.
Representatives from Toyota

will visit the next round of the
series at Monza later this month,
while negotiations are ongoing
with several other manufacturers.

WTCC grid could get
_L_ more manufacturers

“There are five members of the
Toyota board coming to Monza to
look at WTCC — the result of a
meeting with them we had in
December,” Lotti told AUTOSPORT.

“I will ask the FIA for permission
to introduce bio gas because the
VW/SEAT group is keen on this
technology, and also there is some
interest from FIAT through Alfa
Romeo, but only if it is to build
a bio gas engine.

“I am confident that Ford is also
interested to homologate the Focus
with the new rules. I think more
likely this would be for 2012, and
Subaru for 2012 seems clear. And
T also have an intention to speak
with Volvo because last year they
were close and wanted to commit.”

Lotti is also hoping that a
potential deal to hold a round of
the series in China will help attract
Chinese car makers to the series
(see separate story).

Argentina could also be an

addition to the WTCC schedule

in the near future, with Lotti
confident that a deal will be struck
for Honda to enter the series
through its Argentinean arm (see
AUTOSPORT, April 1), which
would include hosting the season-
opening races next year.

“Negotiations are going the right
way,” said Lotti. “They are close to
announcing a programme through
Honda Argentina, and there should
be co-operation with Europe, and
Mugen on board [to develop] the
new engine.”

The deal will have to be
confirmed in the next few weeks,
with the 2011 WTCC calendar due
to go to the FIA World Council for
approval next month. But the venue
for a race in Argentina has not yet
been decided.

“One option is Buenos Aires
— the old Formula 1 circuit,” said
Lotti. “But if we make a deal there
needs to be some investment there.
The other is a circuit in Santiago
del Estero, 250 miles north of
Cordoba. But for sure we’d like
Buenos Aires for 2012, if not 2011

Lada, which quit the series at the
end of 2009 after just two years,
could be set for a return later this
season after the Russian marque’s
parent company AvtoVAZ this
week expressed renewed interest
in reviving its programme.

CHASTAIN/GETTY
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China finale considered

THE WORLD Touring Car Championship
could end in China this year, two weeks
after the scheduled Macau finale, with
the series close to announcing a
replacement event for last month’s
cancelled Mexican event.

Macau is traditional
WTCC season finale

ot ok o, F 4
H

HENDRICK DRIVERS MAKE UP
Hendrick Motorsports team-mates Jimmie
Johnson and Jeff Gordon have cooled their
recent feud following a couple of on-track
incidents in recent weeks, after team boss
Rick Hendrick arranged a conference call
between the two. “[Jimmie] pleaded his
case and I pleaded mine, and we both
moved on,” said Gordon.

The races at Puebla were called off
at the beginning of the season and a
date near the scheduled penultimate
round in Japan in October was
originally favoured for the addition.

Series promoter Marcello Lotti
now says the preferred option for the
replacement is the Guangdong
International Circuit in China, 100

miles from Hong Kong, on December 5.
The races would have to take place
on the date as part of a link-up with the
Chinese Touring Car Championship,

which already has an event at
Guangdong on that weekend.

Lotti is hoping that a joint venture
between the two series could lead to
the CTCC adopting the new WTCC
regulations from 2011, and also to
one or more Chinese manufacturers
joining the championship.

HITECH MADE TO TWEAK CARS
British F3 squad Hitech Racing was forced
to modify its pair of Dallara-Volkswagens
before qualifying at Silverstone last
weekend. The team had to alter the back
end of its cars to accommodate standard
Dallara catch tanks, after its own were
found to be 0.3ml below minimum volume.

Middle East in mid-October,” Lotti
added. The October date would fall
before the Okayama races and could
mean that several WTCC drivers would
have to scrap plans to contest

the V8 Supercar enduro at Surfers
Paradise on October 23.

“Chinese manufacturers are looking
at the WTCC and it’s an opportunity to
show our races, our cars and our
level,” he told AUTOSPORT. “The
decision should be this week.”

Two of China’s largest car makers,
Geely, which is in the process of buying
Volvo, and Chery are believed to be the
most likely to consider programmes.

“The other option is a race in the

IDAFAR PUNISHED FOR ERROR
British F3 National Class racer Menasheh
Idafar received a £1000 fine and three
points on his licence for ramming Felipe
Nasr on the green flag lap at Silverstone
last weekend. Idafar piled into Nasr’s
stalled car at 64mph before race one.

: . Britishteamstend to
| strugglein Masters

e

FORMULA 3

Hitech tries new Mast

HUERTAS BLAMED FOR CRASH
British F3 frontrunner Carlos Huertas
received a £250 fine for his part in an
incident with T-Sport’s Alex Brundle at
Silverstone last weekend. The pair made
contact at Vale in the feature race, causing
Brundle to pit for repairs and putting
Huertas out of the race.

BRITISH F3 squad Hitech Racing
is confident that British teams
will be more competitive in the
F3 Masters event this year after
testing a new iteration of the
Kumho control tyre.

The British series teams
threatened to skip the 2010
Masters after struggling badly in
2009. They claimed Kumho had
developed rubber that resembled
the handling characteristics of its
F3 Euro Series tyres too closely
- giving European teams an
unfair advantage (see

AUTOSPORT, June 18 2009).

The Asian company has
constructed another new tyre
for this year’s race, and Ryan
Sharp’s team conducted a tyre
test at Pembrey recently to file
a report on the rubber.

Sharp said: “We did five laps
on the Euro Series tyres and five
on the Masters tyres, to test the
balance of the car, and all the
teams got given the report.

“It’s a lot quicker than the
Euro tyre and I think it will
close the gap at the Masters.”

GUIMARAES GETS GP3 DEAL
Former A1GP racer Felipe Guimaraes has
signed a late deal with Addax to race in the
new GP3 series this year. The Brazilian,
who tested for the team pre-season, said:
“I can tell we’ll have a great chance to win
races and the championship this year.”

EBREY/LAT

W00D JOINS BTCC GRID

Lea Wood made his British Touring Car
Championship debut at Brands Hatch,
recording a best finish of 11th in his Wood
Racing Honda Integra-R. Forster BMW
driver Martin Depper also raced in the
series for the first time.

BMW makes conditional DTM entry

EBREV/LAT

BMW PLANS to run six cars
in the DTM from 2012, but
the German manufacturer
insists that it must be able
to race its car in other
international series if it is
to join Mercedes and Audi.
The Munich-based
manufacturer confirmed

last week that it is working
towards returning to the
DTM for 2012, and its
motorsport boss Mario
Theissen stated this week
that it was important for
BMW to have a presence
in America and Japan with
a DTM-spec M3.

“This will be our core
project,” Theissen wrote in
a column for German
newspaper TZ on Tuesday.
“However, it is important
to us that this car can run
all over the world,
especially in key markets
like the USA and Japan.”

BMW also confirmed
that it will develop a new
car for the World Touring
Car Championship, but
the added that its future
in the series as a factory
entrant beyond this season
would not be decided until
later this year.
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AUTOSPORT 1000km entry forms part of Intercontinental

~ Cup plans for North American GT2 outfit at the end of 20

is set to contest the

AUTOSPORT 1000km at
Silverstone in September as part
of an attack on the inaugural
Intercontinental Le Mans Cup
later this year.

Jaguar and the RSR team made a
decision in principle last week to
add the Silverstone Le Mans Series
finale on September 11-12 and the
Chinese race at an undisclosed
venue in November to its 2010
programme. With the team already
committed to Petit Le Mans in
October, this means that the Jaguar
XKR GT2 contender is on course to
contest all three Intercontinental
Cup events organised by the
Automobile Club de ’Ouest.

T he factory Jaguar RSR team

CJ O’Donnell, Jaguar’s outgoing
global marketing director and the
architect of the marque’s return to
racing, said: “The first commitment
we spoke about was the American
Le Mans Series and doing a full
schedule there. We added the Le
Mans 24 Hours to that and we are
now looking at the Intercontinental
Cup as a further extension.

“It is our intention to be racing
in all the events that make up that
series. China is a very important
market for Jaguar, as is the UK.

We are very much looking forward
to seeing the XKR race on home
ground at Silverstone.”

RSR boss Paul Gentilozzi
explained that the team’s
participation in the

10|

Intercontinental Cup was
“subject to the regulations”, but
stressed that “we would very
much like to do it”

“I have made a request for that
information from the ACO and
hope to have it shortly,” he said.
“The entry requirement gives
us until the end of May to apply
and commit.”

Should one or more RSR XKRs
be on the grid at Silverstone in
September it would be the first
time that a Jaguar has competed
in a major international sportscar
race on home soil since
Chamberlain Engineering fielded
a solo XJ220 in the Brands Hatch
round of the Global Endurance
GT Series in September 1996.

rGTZJaguarwill racein
AUTOSPORT 1000km

GIBSON/LAT

The RSR-developed XJR has
yet to make a mark in the ultra-
competitive GT2 class of the
ALMS. The car took a step forward
in the last round at Long Beach
last month (above), notching
up its first finish at the third
time of asking.

Jaguar last raced ‘at
home’atBrandsin1996
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WORLD GT1

PORSCHE SUPERCUP
stars Rene Rast and
Stefan Rosina are in line
to race for the Phoenix/
Carsport Chevrolet team
in this year’s FIA GT1
World Championship.
Rosina, who finished
third in the Formula 1
support series last year,

Supercup duo set for Phoenix drives

looks likely to race
alongside Mike
Hezemans in his home
event at Brno later this
month. Rast, Supercup
runner-up in 20009, is
likely to drive the
Phoenix Chevy Corvette
C6.R at the Nurburgring
event on August 28-29.

@ P70 GT1 STLVERSTONE

Phoenix team manager
Dirk Theimann said:
“Rosina is interested in
doing Brno and we are
trying to find a solution.
He has some budget, but
we need to be able to
give him a test first.”

Theimann explained
that Rast’s management

IM—_

company, Pole
Promotion, has close
links with Phoenix.
Anthony Kumpen
replaced Andrea Piccini
in the Phoenix line-up
alongside Mike
Hezemans in the series’
second round at
Silverstone last weekend.

Phoenix will bring
inPorsche stars

WORLD GT1

New Brazilian track for 2011

THE BRAZILIAN round of
the FIA GT1 World
Championship is set to
move from Interlagos to
a new-for-2010 circuit in
Porto Alegre next year.

The promoter of the
Brazilian GT1 event,
former sportscar driver
Antonio Hermann, will try
out the current iteration
of the new Velopark

circuit with his national
GT3 championship in
September this year. The
plan is for the GT1 event
to move to the venue in
the south of Brazil for
2011, when the second
phase of its development
is complete.

Hermann said: “The
track has the support of
the local government and

FIAGT1field
will visit Brazil

EBREY/LAT

the logistics would make
sense, because the track
is much closer to
Argentina [where the

second leg of the world
championship’s South
American double-header
takes place].”

NEWS
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WORLD GT1

German supercar
marque eyes GT1

Veritas car might £
notbeeligible .

THE GERMAN Veritas marque that notched up
six grands prix starts in the early 1950s is set to
return to the race track in sportscar racing.

The Veritas name has been revived for a range
of high-end sportscars by the German Vermot
engineering company, which launched the BMW V10-
engined RS III Roadster last summer. Now, it has
teamed up with an organisation from France and is
aiming to go sportscar racing with a forthcoming
coupe version of the car.

The idea is the brainchild of Christian Bouas,
whose ICSport management company looks after
ex-Formula 1 driver Tiago Monteiro and Le Mans
Series LMP2 champion Olivier Pla. It has linked up
with a private members’ club for wealthy sportscar
owners for the Veritas project.

Pla will be the test driver for the Veritas road
and race cars. The coupe is due to be unveiled
at the Nurburgring in July.

ICSport has announced its intention to enter the
2011 FIA GT1 World Championship. This could prove
problematical because the entry would need to be
expanded beyond the current six brands and Veritas
would have to build 300 cars for the RS III coupe
to be eligible.

World championship boss Stephane Ratel said:

“I have a lot of supercar brands calling me, but
the FIA GT1 World Championship is about true
production cars.”

V8 SUPERCARS

Brabham joins Stone Brothers

LE MANS 24 Hours winner
David Brabham will return
to the Bathurst 1000
touring car classic for
the first time in four years
later this season.
Brabham, who won
Bathurst with brother
Geoff when it was run to
Super Touring rules in
1997, has signed up to
race a Stone Brothers-run
Ford Falcon with Alex
Davison in the V8
Supercars enduros at

Philip Island in September
and Bathurst a month
later. The Australian will
also race the car as its
‘compulsory international’
driver’ in the Gold Coast
600 at Surfer’s Paradise
at the end of October.
Brabham, who is racing
in the American Le Mans
Series with Highcroft this
season, said: “I've been
away from V8 racing for
too long. I've been to
Bathurst many times: I've

won there in a two-litre
[Super Touring car] and I
want to win itin a V8. To
be able to just compete
there is great, and to do
this with someone like
Stone Brothers is pretty
cool. It’s a great honour.
“I’ve done a lot of
things in my career -
winning Le Mans last
year was a very special
moment. Equal to that
would be to go back to
Bathurst and win in a vV8.”

Brabham will
join Davison
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SPECIAL STAGE

Meeke: IRC title still possible

Peugeot’s defending champion Kris Meeke refuses to be downbeat despite missing out on victory in Spain

back-to-back Intercontinental

Rally Challenge titles remain
on track, despite a puncture costing
him victory on the Rally Islas
Canarias last weekend.

Meeke was leading the event
when he suffered a puncture,
courtesy of a pierced rim, on the
final stage of day one, dropping him
from first to fourth on the latest
round of the IRC. The Northern
Irishman, who is now fourth in the
standings, says he’s going to have
to risk all for the rest of the season
to make up the 17-point deficit to
points leader Juho Hanninen.

Hanninen’s Skoda team-mate Jan
Kopecky won the event, but it’s the
Finn who Meeke feels poses the
more significant threat.

Meeke flew out of the Spanish
island bound for France, where he

Kris Meeke says his hopes of

will test his Peugeot 207 S2000
for two days in an attempt to

find the perfect set-up for next
month’s Rally d’Italia in Sardinia.
The IRC’s return to gravel is going
to be pivotal in Meeke’s title

“We can’t afford to let
stupid problems like this
happen again. We’ve thrown

it away this weekend”

aspirations this season.

“Juho is proving to be a real
threat,” said Meeke. “And he
surprised everybody this weekend
with his consistent pace [on
asphalt]. We also know how strong
he is on gravel — he’s going to be
difficult to beat in Sardinia.”

Twelve months ago, Meeke was

leading the championship after the
leaders had contested four rallies.
He’d won three from four starts and
had a six-point cushion at the top.

“Everything is still possible,” he
added. “There are eight rallies to
do and the seven best scores count.
But it’s all very well saying how
many rallies are left; we’ve got to
go out and do it. We can’t afford
to let stupid problems like this
happen again. We’ve thrown it
away this weekend and that’s
not good enough.”

Meeke admitted the Kronos
Racing team, which runs his
Peugeot UK car, was working flat
out to keep his championship alive.

He added: “People think, because
we have Peugeot branding, we are a
factory team. We’re not. We don’t
have nearly the same resources [as

twice as hard to make this work.
We have to push to the limit to
compete with the factory cars.
As a private team we’re having
to take risks”

Hanninen is seven points ahead
of Canaries winner Kopecky, who
holds joint second in the series
with Skoda UK’s Guy Wilks, who
finished third for the second
consecutive IRC event.

Meeke led untila
puncturein Spain

Skodal, so everybody is working

WRC RIVALS HIT THE HIGH SEAS

* Ford raced Citroen on America’s Cup yachts in the Hauraki

Gulf in Auckland prior to the start of Rally New Zealand

;Eapan to fight for slot

THE ORGANISERS of Rally Japan say
they will fight to return to the World
Rally Championship in 2012 after
they were ousted for next season.

Clerk of the course Dimar Krivtsov
said the event, which runs in this year’s
series, will continue to operate at world
championship standard.

“With no disrespect to the other
rallies, from an organisational
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perspective, we have a better event

than some others on the calendar.

It’s strange that we have a ‘world’

championship with no round in Asia.

We absolutely won’t give up on working

towards a return to the WRC in 2012.”
WRC promoter Simon Long said:

“Japan came very close for 2011 but

that’s how it is when you have so

many good rallies but only 14 slots.”

Ralliart tight on time to fix Lancers

RALLIART ITALIA is facing
a race against time to
prepare all five Pirelli
Star Driver Mitsubishis
for the Rally of Portugal
later this month.

Two of the Lancers
were destroyed on last
month’s Rally of Turkey
and team principal Mario
Stagni says there is no

guarantee all five drivers
will be competing on the
next event. Ralliart Italia
has one spare Lancer and,
while a second new shell
has been sourced, it is
still being built.

“This is a very difficult
time,” said Stagni.
“Having Peter Horsey’s
car lost to fire was bad,

but [Ott] Tanak’s car was
destroyed also in a crash.
We are working, but there
are no guarantees for
Portugal. As for who gets
a car and who doesn’t,
that’s for the FIA to say.”

Should all five PSDs fail
to make the May 27 start,
it would be the first time
this has happened.
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IN BRIEF

NO PIKES PEAK
FOR GRONHOLM
Marcus Gronholm
has confirmed he
will not contest this
year’s Pikes Peak
hillclimb (left) after
a car could not be
made ready for
the Finn in time.
Gronholm has also
admitted he won’t compete in the
World Rally Championship again
unless he has a latest-specification
car and plenty of time to test.

ATKINSON COMMITS TO IRC
Chris Atkinson will drive a Satria
Neo S2000 for Proton’s IRC
programme as well as in the Asia-
Pacific Rally Championship this
season. Atkinson had only been
confirmed for the A-PRC prior to last
week’s Malaysian Rally, where he
scored a fastest time and finished
fourth. Proton’s IRC programme
starts on Rally d’Italia next month.

DR ON THE NOTES AGAIN
Prodrive chairman and 1981 world
champion co-driver David Richards
has returned to the passenger seat
- alongside his wife Karen. The pair
are competing in a Frazer-Nash on
the Mille Miglia retrospective,
which started from Brescia
yesterday (Wednesday) and
finishes there on Saturday night.

FIRST TEST FOR CAVE
Eighteen-year-old Tom Cave drove
his Proton Satria Neo S2000 for the
first time at Sweet Lamb last week.
Cave completed 50 miles in his
preparations for his IRC debut in
the car on Rally d’Italia next month.
“The car was awesome,” said
Cave. “I made a few changes and
worked on a base set-up for Italy.”

HANNINEN FOR PORTUGAL
The Rally of Portugal entry list
has revealed that Skoda’s IRC
frontrunner Juho Hanninen will
make a rare WRC appearance

in a Fabia $2000.

KKK BACK IN AN ESCORT
Four-time world champion Juha
Kankkunen will drive a Ford Escort
Mk2 on the Rally of Portugal Revival
event which runs one loop of the
Algarve stages on Saturday and
Sunday May 29-30.

MOUTON FOR MAROC
Michele Mouton will drive

this Francis Tuthill-prepared
Porsche 911 (below) on October’s
Rallye International du Maroc.
The event was launched at

last weekend’s
WTCC event in
Marrakech. The
2000-mile
event runs for
seven days.

ally stars
ready for
Helsinki

MIKKO HIRVONEN will be joined by
some of the world’s fastest rally drivers
atthisyear’s Helsinki Motorsport
Weekend in August.
Theeventisbeingruninthe
harbourside area of Helsinkion August
7-8,the weekafterRally Finland, withan
asphalt circuitunder construction for the
driverstoraceside-by-sideinfrontofa
30,000-strongcrowd. The eventranas
astreet stage last year, but such has
beenits popularity, the organisers
have developed it further for 2010.
Finnish legends Markku Alenand Timo
Salonenwill bejoined by other greats
fromthe sportincluding TommiMakinen,
Markko Martinand Petter Solberg.
Hirvonensaid: “It’s goingto be a great
show. It'salongthe lines of Race of
Champions, butit’s goingto be wider
and faster. We willuse all kinds of cars,
includingthe KTM buggies —and there
will be afactory Focus WRC there for
me to give passenger rides.”

EING SLIGHTLY

preoccupied with
a scintillating Rally
of Turkey and the
looming trek from
Asia to London, the
MSA’s mid-month
missive passed me
by at first.

Having been

guilty — with some

The Jim Clark is mainland
Britain’s only closed-road rall

cause — of slating
our governing body on more than one
occasion, I think it only fair that I get behind
them wholeheartedly on their efforts to lobby
today’s (Thursday) inbound government for
a change in the rules on closing roads.
Having watched the organisers of the Jim
Clark Rally pour tens of thousands of pounds
into creating Britain’s first mainland closed
road rally in 1997, it’s easy to see why the
Borders event remains unique. If the MSA
gets its way, it won’t be that way for long.
The MSA has recognised the economic
benefits reaped by local communities when
a significant motorsport event is running in
their area, and it’s also recognised the wealth
of stunning roads we’ve got which could be
used to create world-class asphalt rallies.
Closing a road is simple, it’s the suspension
of road-traffic laws that requires an act of
parliament — and that’s what the MSA wants
to change. So, listen up, Number 10 newboy
— whoever you are — we want that power
handed down to local councils. Do that and
rally fans up and down the country will back
you for a second term. Don’t do that and
we’ll all miss another opportunity to race
on our best roads.

WRC PREVIEMW

Rally New Zealand
5/13

Event
Round
Based Auckland

Date May 6-9

Stages 21

Surface Gravel
Competitive miles 246

Last winner Sebastien Loeb, "08
Championship leader Loeb

Loeb won the last
Rally New Zealand
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ANALYSIS
JENSON v LEWIS

Jenson Button versus Lewis Hamilton is
already one of F1 2010’s most fascinating
dynamics. MARK HUGHES explains why
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s great McLaren
driver pairings
go, this one is
proving to be
right up there
with the best of
them: certainly
it’s more
Ayrton Senna/Alain Prost than Kimi
Raikkonen/Juan Pablo Montoya, for
example. With what has been perhaps
only the third fastest car McLaren leads

Cars #1and #2 go wheel- -
to-wheelin Melbourne
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the constructors’ championship, and
Jenson Button sits atop the drivers’
points after winning two of the four
races so far. Lewis Hamilton has
been his usual swashbuckling self,
completing almost as many passing
moves — many of them sharp-intake-
of-breath-brave — as the rest of the
field combined, and it’s only a matter
of time before his impassioned charge
is rewarded with victories. Yet the team
is functioning serenely, with not a hint
of the poison that crept into it the last
time it had two world-class drivers.

Come on, let’s hear it for Button. It’s
been one of the more satisfying aspects
of the season to date watching the
simplistic expectations of the majority
be exploded over how he and Hamilton
would square up as team-mates. It was
never going to play out the way most
expected it to — ie with Hamilton
destroying the 2009 champion. Button
is way too good for that ever to have
been on the cards. But if you’d looked
only at track record rather than what
lay beneath, it would have been easy to
have reached such a conclusion. Button
stepped into the perceived lion’s den
of the team of the fastest man in F1.

It was an audacious act in itself,
but one not backed up by any claims,
or self-justification, or insecure
proclamations; just very low-key,
friendly, cool, fit in with the guys, flash
the smile, charm the canteen ladies,

Ly

4

mature and polished. Very Jenson.

Then when it all got real, when the
electronically traced sector times and
telemetry stripped away all the bull to
reveal the truth, when it was all there
to do as he sat in the car waiting for
the lights to go out, he did what he
did. It’s deeply impressive.

It’s not always going to be like this,
of course. Button two wins, Hamilton
zero; Button 3-1 ahead in qualifying.
They are statistics every bit as
misleading as those of Button’s F1
career prior to his getting into the
Brawn BGP o001 last year. Most of the
coming races are going to be more
straightforward than the Rubik’s-cube
conundrums of Melbourne and
Shanghai, scenes of Button’s assured,
smart, thinking driver’s victories.

They were the type of races where
the blind, purple-funk charge and
attack of Hamilton was always less
likely to work than Button’s calm,
cerebral approach. Give us some dry
race days on a conventional short
corner track — like most of them will
be — and Hamilton is going to be
rewarded, is going to have days when
he’s just plain quicker and beats
Button. Not every time, but a lot.

But even during those times, you’d
bet the team’s equilibrium will be
maintained — just as it has been over
these opening races in which you might
have expected to see more Hamilton

36 autosport.com

May 6 2010



Will Hamilton be ahead of
Button by season’s end?

displeasure than a brief
venting-off about strategy
over the radio in Melbourne.

“I must say, they have both
proved to be brilliant team
players,” said team boss
Martin Whitmarsh in
Malaysia. “As well as being
superb racing drivers they are
each mature enough to know
how to compete without
straying into territory that
might cause ill-feeling and
they get on tremendously
well out of the car”

Credit must be given here
to Whitmarsh for the calmer,
less-neurotic ambience the
team is imbued with since he
took over leadership from Ron
Dennis. It was Whitmarsh
who sat the two drivers down
pre-season and told them
how he wanted no repeat of
the poisonous Hamilton/
Alonso line-up of ’07,
arranged for them to spend
time together, told them he
didn’t care how they came to
an accommodation with each
other but that they must do
so. They go back a long way
anyway, these two, but there
was apparently a lot of

- levelling, a lot of frank,
friendly revelation, some of
which — it might be conjectured — led
indirectly to the changes Lewis made in
his personal life just before the season.

One of the key questions Button and
his manager Richard Goddard had
asked of Whitmarsh before they signed
was whether this was ‘Lewis’s team’

It may once have been — in that period
after Alonso fell out with them and
when Dennis was still at the helm —
and it may have seemed so even after
Ron stood down, measured by Heikki
Kovalainen failing to measure up as
Hamilton’s team-mate. But Whitmarsh
was very clear in how this was not

any driver’s team, regardless of how
brilliant that driver might be. In the
aftermath of ‘Liegate’ the Hamiltons’
influence — implicit in Lewis, used by
Anthony — on Dennis’s departure had
been significant. You’d bet that was

a very alarming thing for Whitmarsh
to have witnessed. No, this was not
Lewis’s team. Lewis was merely a
valuable member of it, just as he

was sure Button would be too.

So it has proved. What we have
learned from the season so far is
that, even without the complications
brought by changeable weather, the
game for the driver in this no-
refuelling age is more complex than it
was. Renault’s Robert Kubica made the
point recently that it now takes a lot of
thought to work out how to get your
car to the end of the race in the

minimum time. Whereas before it

was just a case of three sprints and
ensuring you really maximised the
golden laps of the new tyres after your
stops, now it involves thinking about
how to drive to keep the tyres in shape
for the longest time, how you use the
diff settings, what tyre pressures

you start each stint with. A critical
moment in Button’s Melbourne win
came when he reconfigured the car

on the hoof with diff and front-wing
changes as he instantly noticed the
rear tyres going off just 10 laps into

a stint. Had he just let that play out
he’d have lost that race.

With even the simpler races more
complex than they were, it plays to
Button’s maturity. With the car tuned
to his liking, his way is to raise his
whole comfort zone to a super-high
level then just drive relentlessly to it.
Hamilton, being more adaptable to a
wider spectrum of handling traits, just
lets the pace take care of itself then
relies on audacity and ambush as the
moment presents itself. There’s no
plan, no space for much else in a mind
over-developed on the raw instincts of
holding himself on the outer reaches of
car control without falling off. So when
it comes for a call to be made, there’s
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no data in there to make a judgement

— it’s full of adrenaline and fury. He’s
giving his all, and it’s emotionally
massive. He needs, therefore, to be told
what the call is. Except the team cannot
always know; sometimes only the
driver can have the complete picture

— only if his mind has been open to
receive the data unfolding in front

of him, to log it and understand its
significance. Only a mind insulated
from the drama of the moment can
make its own calls, can lead from the
cockpit the way Button does.

Lewis’s natural way was perfectly
suited to the simpler demands of
the old format in that he is just
devastatingly quick in all conditions.
But while that’s still probably the best
single asset you can have, it’s now got
to be combined with a measure of
reading a race, something that he’s
not really done before — and because
the team cannot always know, that
plays into Button’s confident,
sensitive, experienced hands.

So it’s not even a Senna/Prost
comparison we have here. The
differences are even starker than that.
Despite the emotion, Ayrton was
every bit as deep-thinking as Prost
in the cockpit, and would invariably »
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“They have hoth proved to he brilliant team
players. They are mature enough to know notto :

stray into territory that might cause ill-feeling”
McLaren team boss Martin Whitmarsh

Button has ingratiated
himself wellin the team
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Hamilton congratulates
Button on China victory

<« make his own calls. The differences
in how Hamilton and Button work
are probably more fundamental than
between two giants of a previous era.
They differed chiefly in how they
went about getting the car to work
for them, Prost forever searching for
perfection and devastating on the rare
occasions he got it, Senna more readily
accepting what he’d ended up with then
pulling the rest out of himself. Senna’s
approach was more adaptable, Prost’s
more particular driving style making
him vulnerable to the averages. How
often over a season could you get
perfection? Once, twice? On those
occasions even Senna couldn’t beat
him. But more often, adaptability and
driving virtuosity gave Ayrton the edge.
Those patterns of sensitivity to car
set-up hold true for Hamilton/Button
too, Jenson much more particular
over what he feels he needs, ie no
instability under braking, no pre-apex
oversteer but only the very shallowest
of understeer. That defines his
operating band as very narrow.
Hamilton will adapt to whatever the
car throws at him and will barely even

.
.
.
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Jenson is more particular over what he feels he
needs - his operating band is very narrow. Lewis

notice levels of pre-apex oversteer that
most drivers would consider extreme;
in fact on slower corners he will use
this trait as an asset to hurry the car’s
direction change.

All of which might suggest that
Hamilton will prevail over a season,
and perhaps he will. But what is going
to be interesting to monitor is whether
the modern-day technological miracle
of simulators and telemetry will allow
McLaren to give Button the balance he
needs much more often than was the
case with Prost in the dark ages. If so,
Hamilton has a real fight on his hands,
especially given the lead the two
complex races have already gifted
Button. If McLaren can help Button
keep his car in that narrow zone of
balance, it’s not too difficult to
envisage a season in which, although
more of the straightforward races go
Hamilton’s way, Button will be close
enough to keep scoring highly — and be
ready to strike whenever a) he gets the
car perfect or b) the race gets complex.

We’ve seen enough in the four race
weekends so far to confirm certain
impressions: at Bahrain Button was
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will adapt to whatever the car throws at him
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Jenson and Lewis get
along well off track...

never totally happy with the handling
balance and the car doesn’t have
enough raw downforce to convert any
imbalance aerodynamically, without
giving away precious lap time to the
Red Bulls and Ferraris — not to
mention Hamilton. An illuminating
incident came in Q3 as the wind
direction changed and Button’s
sensitivity felt its effect instantly
at one of the middle-sector turns,
spooking him into believing something
was wrong with the car.

“You could see it clearly on the data,”
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...butso did Prost and Sennain year
one (1988). And then war broke out

recalled engineering chief Paddy Lowe.
“There was suddenly significantly less
downforce than on previous runs. We
saw the same drop on Lewis’s car, but
he said he hadn’t felt anything and so
he completed his lap okay.” One driver
anticipates the car, the other dominates
it. Each approach has its pros and cons.

In Melbourne, from the first moment
Button drove the car, it was perfect.
“Yes, yes!” he shouted over the radio in
those first Friday laps. In Malaysia, it
was initially out of balance again — and
the team had to move ballast about to
re-find the sweet spot while Hamilton
just got on with it. In China, it was
somewhere close again for Button.

We saw a glimpse too in
China of the raw, excruciating
pace Hamilton can conjure.
There’s something about the
first two sectors of Shanghai
that allows him to deliver
something extra special. It
was after his victory here in
’08 that Ferrari was saying
privately the only difference
it could see between itself
and McLaren here was an
extraordinary driver. It was
here in ’07 that Alonso kicked
a door off its hinges, raging
that no-one could be six-
tenths faster than him in the
same car. After Button had got
the car much the way he likes

THOMPSON/GETTY

ANALYSIS
JENSON v LEWIS

it in Friday practice there this year,
he was clearly crestfallen to see
Hamilton o.2sec faster. Although
Button is mentally tough, you could
see in his body language fresh out the
car how Hamilton’s pace haunted him.
Everything he said was positive, but
every hang-dog move of his body, every
distracted look in his eye told you he
was thinking, “‘Where the hell’s he
finding that time?; as if he’d never
encountered anyone who could do this
when he himself was happy with his
car. He may be sensitive to set-up, but
whenever Button has had a car that
handles the way he needs it, he’s always
felt he was faster than anyone. For the
first time, that’s not necessarily the
case. That didn’t get to play out in
China; other factors conspired to turn
things around for him. He beat Lewis
by making better race calls, then out-
driving him in the wet when each were
on their last set of inters, but in the
X-ray of Button’s China weekend there
will be a small black spot: that niggle
of Hamilton’s dry pace on Friday. He
must stop that black spot from growing
bigger in his mind.

In Hamilton’s mind? Probably not
much. Just raw, competitive desire,
a resolution to just keep doing what
he’s doing, knowing it will come right.
Spend some time with Nicole, turn up,
do his stuff. Be devastating.

It’s going to be fascinating. &

PERFORMANCE INDICATOR: HOW THEY USE THEIR TYRES I

A KEY ELEMENT in the relative
performance of team-mates is tyre
use. It’s a complex subject with
drastic variations. The pattern from
pre-season testing in Barcelona - a
noted tyre-killer of a track - was that
Hamilton was easier on the tyres
than Button. Bahrain, Melbourne and
Malaysia are not notably stressful
for the tyres, but the indication from
the higher demands of China in dry
practice was that the pattern had
switched and Button was much easier
on the rubber than Hamilton.

There are many factors driving
tyre use. If the track temperature is
below the threshold for which the
tyre is designed, it becomes difficult
to get the compound hot enough
to trigger ‘chemical’ grip - the
molecular bonding with the surface
that is one of the two mechanisms of
grip. The tyre will rely instead on the
construction’s mechanical grip - the
reaction of the rubber’s ‘bendiness’.
A driver who can induce more lateral
load into the tyre in this way stands
a better chance of getting the tyre

hot enough to begin the chemical
bonding with the track surface.
Button tends to induce lateral loads
for longer than Hamilton because of
his earlier turn-in and the progressive
way he builds the grip.

Into slower corners Hamilton uses
oversteer to help him make short,
sharp direction changes. In this way
the lateral load is not applied for as
long. In these circumstances Button
would be better able to get the tyres
to the temperature threshold that
would allow them to perform. This is
indeed what happened in qualifying
in Australia. Hamilton was sliding
around, only superficially heating the
surface of the rear tyres, not getting
much lateral load in them with the
sidewalls still stiff because of the
low temperatures and thereby not
bending to induce extra heat. Button
generated the necessary heat in the
whole tyre, so had more grip.

In races where track temperature
is higher than the tyre is designed
for, Hamilton would be less likely to
overheat the tyre than Button. When

the tyre runs too hot it gives less
grip, its mechanical grip breaking
down as the soft overheated surface
tears off rather than digs in and
bends the opposite way to the load.
Even within the tyres’ correct
track-temperature parameters, a
driver can overuse them - especially
with a full fuel load. The balance of
demands between front and rear
tyres varies according to track layout.
At a track placing particular demands
on, say, the fronts, a driver using a
lot of front downforce because he
prefers an oversteer balance (Lewis)

will likely run out of grip sooner than
a driver with a more neutral balance.
This is why Hamilton has suffered
repeatedly with front-tyre problems
in Istanbul. At a track where rear-tyre
wear is more of an issue, Hamilton
would likely be easier on the rubber
than Button. Occasionally the sliding
of the rears can induce excess heat,
but not usually. If oversteer is used
as a brief transitory phase on entry
- Lewis again - the tyres are not
subject to that force for long and for
the rest of the corner the car is more
balanced between front and rear.

Button likes to build
tyre grip progressively
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INTERVIEW
PEDRO DE LA ROSA

DE LA ROSA:
THIS IS MY LAST CHANCE

The Spaniard tells EDD STRAW
why he doesn’t regret giving up
his lucrative McLaren test-driver
role to get back to racing in
Formula 1 with Sauber

Hungary’06: de la Rosa
took second for McLaren

ou’re pushing 40, you've
got three kids and you’ve
got a well-paid job with
one of the best companies
in your chosen business.
Life is comfortable. What would it take
to jack in that security and chase a
young man’s dream? In the case of
Pedro de la Rosa, just the opportunity.
The 39-year-old Sauber driver has his
first race seat in Formula 1 since 2006
— and his first full campaign since
2002 — but had to forsake his lucrative
position as McLaren test driver to do
it. And despite a tough start to the
season characterised by midfield
qualifying performances and non-
finishes, he doesn’t regret it for one
second. Why? Because he’s a racing
driver doing what he loves: racing.
Talking to de la Rosa is different to
chatting with most F1 drivers. He’s
very relaxed, comfortable in his own
skin in a way that only someone of
advancing years can be, articulate and
erudite. It’s easy to see why he was
valued so highly by McLaren for his
intelligence and development input.
And in a sport that increasingly regards
20-somethings as being in their prime,
it’s unusual to be presented with an F1
driver with flecks of grey hair starting
to show. His manner supports his
claim that he is enjoying himself, but
that’s not to say that he lacks focus.
It means that he has the maturity

SAUBER FLEW in pre-season testing, prompting many,
AUTOSPORT included, to tip the Swiss team for some
surprise early-season results. The C29 was genuinely brisk,
but by the time the Bahrain Grand Prix came around the rest
had made more progress, relegating Pedro de la Rosa and
Kamui Kobayashi to, at best, seventh-row fodder.

Measured against expectations, their own included,
Sauber’s start to the year has been disappointing. But
considering the team’s turbulent build up to 2010, with
BMW’s withdrawal and the Qadbak buyout debacle, the
team has done a decent job. And de la Rosa reckons
Sauber is well on the way to recovering from the shock
of its early-season disappointments.

“The fact that we were so competitive in winter testing
has made it more difficult to accept that we are not now,”
says de la Rosa. “We had such a good winter that we got
misled; it’s better to have a bad winter and have a surprise
when you start racing rather than the opposite because you

FLATTERING TO DECEIVE Sauber has struggled to )

maintain winter-test pace
% 1 ki

have to get your motivation high again. We know the
weaknesses of the car and we are working on them.

“We will improve. It will take the medium or long-
term, it won’t happen next week. We have the right
people and the right resources.”

He’s right about resources. Although Sauber has
had its budgets and manpower slashed - to the tune
of 40 per cent - its Hinwil factory is still formidable.
Compared with McLaren’s HQ, de la Rosa believes
that Sauber lacks little.

“From what I've seen at Hinwil, McLaren doesn’t
have anything that Sauber doesn’t,” says de la Rosa.
“The only thing missing is the simulator. In terms of
machinery, windtunnel, personnel, there’s not a lot
more at MclLaren - we just have a smaller budget.
But the ingredients are there.”

And who better than one of F1's most respected
tester to help bring those ingredients together?

and experience not to let the pressure
affect him. The competitive fire burns
as brightly as ever.

“Financially, it’s a big risk because
I was in a comfortable situation with a
comfortable future,” admits de la Rosa.
“But we are here to chase our dreams.
Since I started racing, money never
took my decisions for me. Even when
I didn’t have a penny when I was racing
in Japan I had offers to go to worse
teams and earn a lot, but I continued
with the teams that I thought could
win. That took me to F1. I always take
my decisions based on my emotions.
I might be wrong, but I don’t care.
This is what makes me happy.

“Since day one of being a test driver,
I was always clear in my mind that I
wanted to get back to racing. I had to.
This year was make or break — if I
didn’t return in 2010 I would never
come back to F1. It didn’t matter
what it takes, I had to be here.”

Despite his determination to return,
it was his eight-race stint at McLaren
after Juan Pablo Montoya had flounced
off mid-season in 2006 that really
made him willing to lay it all on the
line for a comeback. That half-season
yielded a career-best second place in
the Hungarian GP, so it’s no surprise
that the return to life in the ranks as
a test driver was hard to adapt to.

“I remember being in Australia
for the first race of the 2007 season »
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Dan Donati (right)

and Tim Hammond,
the builder of Dan’s car.

Dan Donati’s custom-built Ford 1934 roadster was voted ‘Best in Britain’
at the 2009 National Custom and Sports Car Show.

Everything about Dan’s car is hot, from the highly modified V8 lump
to the hand-built aluminium body with deep, pearl blue paintwork.

“I always use Autoglym,” said Dan. “I know that it provides the best
finish and also protects my car. Having taken seven years to build it, I
wouldn'’t trust anything else.”

Dan knows how to make a car look its coolest — that's why he chooses
Autoglym. For more information on our complete range of car care
products visit www.autoglym.com

]

BY APPOINTMENT TO
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
SUPPLIER OF CAR CARE PRODUCTS
AUTOGLYM, LETCHWORTH, ENGLAND

BY APPOINTMENT TO
H.R.H. THE PRINCE OF WALES
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< watching the laptimes of Lewis
Hamilton and Fernando Alonso and
being really low,” says de la Rosa. “I
realised that it was going to be tough
to accept being a test driver again. You
get going and the motivation is there
to make the team competitive, but
you want to be sitting in the car.

“Last year was even more frustrating.

Not only was I not racing, but I wasn’t
even driving. There was no sense in
continuing as a test driver because
you couldn’t even drive the car. T was
feeling more and more rusty over the
year and that’s why it has taken me a
while to get back into it.

“There comes a point when you are
called to substitute that you will be
useless and embarrassingly slow [see
Luca Badoer]. That was a reason why I
had to start racing again. In Abu Dhabi
last year, I wished that there were no
problems with Heikki Kovalainen or
Lewis because I would have jumped
in without having driven the car at
a track that I didn’t know and that
would have been my last race in F1.”

Four races into 2010, it’s tricky to
make a firm assessment of de la Rosa’s
performances, not least because a
Sauber has taken the chequered flag
only once. In qualifying, it’s honours

even between de la Rosa and team-
mate Kamui Kobayashi, and the veteran
had a brief stint at the sharp end in
China after making a clever call not to
pit for intermediates in the drizzle.
That could have laid the foundations
for a point or two had the inevitable
engine problem not curtailed his race
after just seven laps. For someone
regarded by most as a good, but not
great, F1 driver, there’s no sign that
age has taken the edge off.

If anything, it has made it easier for
him to enjoy his racing. Perhaps that’s
his maturity again. He has nothing to
prove, expect perhaps to his children!

“I didn’t come back to show I was
good enough,” he says. “I came to enjoy
racing. As a father, it is nice for my kids
to see me racing. They can see what I
have been doing all my life. It’s difficult
enough to explain to my parents what
a test driver is, let alone to my kids
who are seven, five and two!”

There speaks a man with different
priorities to the 20-somethings whose
thoughts are far away from family life.
There are only 24 drivers in the world
who are fortunate — and good —
enough to be racing at the very highest
level this year. And at least one of them
is determined to enjoy the experience. &

De laRosa (top ) has left
McLarentorace at Sauber
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INTERVIEW
PEDRO DE LA ROSA

F1°S THREE-DECADE CLUB

Pedro de la Rosa is one of only

14 drivers to have started world
championship races in three
different decades after racing in the
1990s, the 2000s and the 2010s.
Here are his fellow members:

JEAN ALESI, 1989-2000
Announced his arrival with a stunning fourth place on his debut at
Paul Ricard in 1989 and was still a hero to many when he walked
away 11 years later.

MARIO ANDRETTI,

1968-82

Only started 128 races as he
often dovetailed F1 action with
his exploits in indycars, but
kept coming back for more.

JO BONNIER, 1956-71

The 1959 Dutch Grand Prix winner started out in a front-engined
Maserati 250F and finished his career in a rear-engined, bewinged
McLaren M7C.

JACK BRABHAM, 1955-70
Unique in this company as
he won races in all three of
his decades, taking his final
victory in South Africa 1970
at the age of 43.

RUBENS BARRICHELLO, 1993-2010
Fast approaching an astonishing 300 grand prix starts and still capable
of turning in some eye-catching performances for Williams this season.

DAN GURNEY 1959-70
Everyone knows that he was the driver Jim Clark most feared, but his
longevity is often overlooked. A points scorer in all three decades.

JOHNNY HERBERT, 1989-2000
It was a miracle that he started one grand prix, let alone 165 of them,
after almost losing his feet in an F3000 shunt at Brands Hatch in 1988.

A E D

GRAHAM HILL, 1958-75
Topline career was
effectively ended by
braking both of his legs at
Watkins Glen in 1969, but
the enthusiastic Hill kept
on for another six years.

JAN LAMMERS, 1979-92

The Dutchman managed only 23 starts in his 13 years, but joined the
three-decade club with two outings for March in 1992 a decade after
his F1 career appeared finished after a spell with Theodore in 1982.

RICCARDO PATRESE,
1977-93

At first, he was the enfant
terrible. By the end, he
was a respected elder
statesman with six grand
prix wins but who couldn’t
live with Schuey in his
final season.

NELSON PIQUET, 1978-91
Seen by many as washed up after two years at Lotus, he had a two-year
Indian summer at Benetton, winning three races in his final two seasons.

MICHAEL SCHUMACHER, o=
1991-2010

The jury is still out about —t
whether the German’s
comeback for 2010 was

a good move, but it
stretches the 91-time
winner’s career to a
record-smashing 19 years.

B

JARNO TRULLI, 1997-2010
Couldn’t let F1 go, even if he had to join a back-of-the-grid team at Lotus.
Still regarded as a superstar over one lap and as enthusiastic as ever.
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BIRD AIMS
TO SOAR

HIGHER

Sam Bird is confident he can win in his first

year of GP2 with ART. By GLENN FREEMAN

am Bird had to sit in
the shadows last year
while Jules Bianchi
stole all the headlines
in the F3 Euro Series.
By the end of the year
— the Briton’s third at
that level — everything
had gone a bit stale, and the career
momentum that he carried into his
British F3 campaign in 07 was missing.
Over the winter, Bird took the bold
decision to throw himself into the
lion’s den, and take on Bianchi fair and
square at ART Grand Prix in GP2. Both

Bird (left) and Bianchi
will fight hard for ART

enter the Formula 1 feeder category as
rookies and, as far as Bird is concerned,
the slate has been wiped clean.

“This is a fresh start, and I want to
go out there and have fun with my
driving again,” he says. “There was a bit
of frustration by the end of last year —
I wanted to be winning races in F3 and
I wasn’t. Sometimes I would be leading
races and things would go wrong, but
that’s all in the past now. I can’t think
about it, and I just want to win in GP2.”

The step up to GP2 has clearly given

Bird a new lease of life, and his on-
track battles with Bianchi in the Asia
series this winter proved that he is not
going into the Frenchman’s team with
any ideas of playing second fiddle.

“There were a couple of times in
Asia where we went wheel-to-wheel,
and I think there was one time that I
pushed him off the track,” he adds. “But
I think he would have done the same to
me in that position. Of course we are
team-mates when we’re in the truck
trying to make the car quicker, but
when the helmets are on we will push
each other extremely hard. Jules is just
another driver
I have to beat.
We will give each
other racing room,
but we’re going to
fight hard”

After the
drubbing Bianchi
gave last year’s F3
Euro Series grid,
Bird has been
relieved to see
that the Ferrari
junior driver is
not a step ahead
of him now they
are paired in GP2.

“Jules is extremely talented — he’s
strong in every area,” says Bird. “So it’s
quite refreshing for me to see that my
pace is comparable to his. Sometimes
he’s been quicker, sometimes I have.
So my pace must be very strong.”

Their comparison so far in testing
and in the Asia series has also
convinced Bird that his two most
recent decisions — opting for a third
year of F3 and then moving to ART
for his rookie GP2 campaign — were
both correct.

£ 2009/10

i 7thin GP2 Asia

£2009 8thin

i F3 Euro Series

2008 11thin

 F3 Euro Series

: 2007 4thin

: British F3
2006 3rd in
Formula Renault UK
2005 2nd in
Formula BMW UK
2004 14thin
Formula BMW UK

“I think staying in F3 was the right
move because I wouldn’t have had the
opportunity to join ART this year
otherwise,” he says. “Obviously I didn’t
win a championship [in F3] which is
what I wanted to do, but we had lots
of podiums. It could have been a lot
better, but I'm moving on now. I feel so
relaxed, so at home with the team, and
I think I’'ve done all the preparation
I can for this season.”

As for stepping straight in to ART
— a team with three drivers’ titles to
its name, he bats off any suggestion
that it’s a big risk.

“Absolutely not,” he says. “I think
it’s the best possible place to start. I
love working with ART, I’m getting on
with everyone really well, and I'm just
enjoying the experience. The only

GRIFFITHS/GP2
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pressure I have comes from me.
Obviously you’ve got to aim as high

as possible in your first year, so I'm
aiming for race wins. I don’t see why
there can’t be some opportunities
where I can fight for wins. We’ve been
strong in testing, and if I continue to
learn and we keep improving as a team,
then we can do that.”

Breaking out of Formula 3 has given
Bird’s career the shake-up it needed.
Things didn’t go as well as hoped in
the past three years, but there were
flashes of promise along the way, and
he bowed out in style with a podium in
the Macau Grand Prix. A line has been
drawn under that chapter of his career
now, and the near misses will soon be
forgotten if he delivers on the last rung
of the ladder before Formula 1. &

GP2 PREVIEW
SAM BIRD

“Obviously you’ve got to aim as high
as possible in your first year. I don’t
see why I can’t fight for wins”

2010 GP2 CALENDAR
Barcelona (E)
Monaco (MC)
Istanbul (TR)

~ . Algarve (P)

—

Valencia (E)
Silverstone (GB)
Hockenheim (D)
Budapest (H)

May 8-9

May 14-15

May 29-30

June 19-20

June 26-27

July 10-11

July 24-25

July 31-August 1

Spa-Francorchamps (B) August 28-29

Monza (I)
Yas Marina (UAE)

September 11-12
November 13-14

@ P46 RELIGHTING ARDEN’S FIRE

THE ART OF WINNING

All three of ART’s previous GP2 champions won the title in their rookie season. So all
eyes will be on F3 Euro Series champion Jules Bianchi to see if he can add to that list

JULES BIANCHI’S
dominance of the F3 Euro
Series last year has only
added to the pressure that
the Frenchman is under as
he steps up to GP2.

The 20-year-old is
well aware of the hype
surrounding him as he
starts knocking on the
door of the Formula 1
paddock, but he’s already
been taught a few lessons
about moving up from F3

after a tricky baptism in

GP2 Asia over the winter.

“We were fast in Asia
but we saw that there
are other things in GP2
that you don’t have to
worry about in F3,” the
Frenchman admits. “[In
Europe] we have been
okay in testing, but there
is still room to improve.”

Since wrapping up
his F3 crown in style
towards the end of last

year, Bianchi has been
signed to a long-term deal
by Ferrari. But the Italian
team is trying not to put
any more pressure on its
young charger.

“Ferrari don’t say that

I have to do something

in particular,” he adds.
“They’ve just told me to
concentrate on the first
half of the season for now,
and be consistent. They
don’t put pressure on me.”
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here once was a time when
Arden Motorsport ruled
the sub-Formula 1 planet
— three teams’ titles in
the FIA Formula 3000
International Championship between
2002 and ’04, and drivers’ crowns
for Bjorn Wirdheim and Vitantonio
Liuzzi. It was then runner-up in the
first season of GP2, with Heikki
Kovalainen pushing Nico Rosberg
to the final weekend of the o5
season but, since then, pickings for
the Banbury squad have been thin.

There have been race victories, and
the likes of Sebastien Buemi and Bruno
Senna have since graduated to F1 after
racing with the team, but the days of
Arden being considered genuine title
favourites — contenders even — seem
like a long time ago.

New engineering chief Richard Dent,
who has been with Arden since 1998,
has a theory on the dip: “Compared
with those F3000 years, GP2 as a
series picked up all of the best
professional teams into one
championship. It’s an extremely high
level of competitiveness. Yes, there has
been a dip in form, but we have won
races in every year of GP2, and we were
runners-up in Asia in 2008 and 2010.”

RELIGHTING
DEN

'S

It’s title-winning days seemed long gone, but
Arden Motorsport looks to have rediscovered
its mojo. By CHARLES BRADLEY

THE FALL FROM GRACE

Arden’s slump in fortunes coincided
with team principal Christian Horner
taking on a similar role at Red Bull
Racing’s F1 team. In light of that
understandable distraction (he declined
to address a response for this article)
Christian’s father Garry and chief
engineer Mick Cook (ex-Super Nova
and BAR) took up the reins from a day-
to-day management and engineering
perspective. Although the desire to

be successful remained, the reality

was that the likes of ART, iSport

and Racing Engineering overtook

them in the intervening years.

“When Christian went to Formula 1
the team’s focus changed a bit really,”
says Dent. “It’s providing young drivers
with the opportunity to develop rather
than running established drivers all
the while. As such we’ve had guys
like Buemi, [Michael] Ammermuller,
[Adrian] Zaugg and Bruno Senna,
so I think we’ve been pretty good
at spotting young talent.”

And that string of first-year
drivers, rather than those armed
with more experience, has certainly
precluded Arden from sustaining
the necessary momentum for a
title challenge.

Pic might be rookie, but
he’s rated by the team

i Michael

i Ammermuller;

i Sebastien Buemi; :
: Robert Doornbos; :
: Tomas Enge; :

Warren Hughes;
Heikki Kovalainen
(above);
Vitantonio Liuzzi;
Darren Manning;
Edoardo Mortara;
Charles Pic; Bruno
Senna; Bjorn
Wirdheim

Frenchmanwonin
Bahrainand setapole

Cook, who’d been with the team
since 2001 and left abruptly at the end
of 2009, says: “The team had been
functioning well, but it was a bit
more difficult when Christian went to
Red Bull, and he ceased to have much
involvement with it. It became more of
a struggle after that to attract second-
year drivers. Several that we ran in that
period, if they’d had experienced team-
mates, would have benefited. Bruno
Senna [in 2007], definitely, and
Edoardo Mortara as well last year.”

Dent agrees: “I think drivers with
experience have been predominant in
the standings, so it’s inevitable that it’s
going to take time for inexperienced
drivers to get up to speed. I think we’ve
been quite good at educating them and
bringing them through.”

SWEEPING CHANGES
Cook’s departure one race into last
winter’s Asia Series was a major
upheaval as he was the technical
bedrock around which Horner had built
the team up in its F3000 years. “It had
just run its course,” says Cook of the
relationship. “I hadn’t been happy for
the last two or three years really.”
Although paddock insiders have
sensed a new atmosphere at the

E——
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“It’s great to have

the old colours back.
It looks good on TV
and makes sure no-one
forgets we’re there”

R A

| GRIFFIT|

team, Dent denies there’s been
a culture shift within its ranks.
“It has changed the team, but
I wouldn’t describe it as a huge
change,” says Dent. “Mick had
been here for quite a few years,
and things don’t stand still.
Ultimately, Christian felt it was
time for a change and give the young
engineers a more prominent role.
“Mick contributed significantly
to this team, especially in those
F3000 years, but in the end Christian
decided it was time for a restructure.
So now our staff can grow and flourish
in new roles, and I think we’ve already
seen the benefits of that in the recent
Asia campaign.”

ONWARDS AND UPWARDS

Along with the runner-up teams’
trophy in Asia, Arden’s Javier Villa
and Charles Pic finished fourth and
fifth in the drivers’ standings. Sadly,
it has been unable to retain Villa due
to lack of funding, but in Pic it carries
perhaps its first serious main-series
title attack in years.

“Charles has been really impressive
in Asia, winning in Bahrain, and has
carried that through into pre-season
testing,” says Dent. “He’s a bit different

O 0NNV B WN R

from most rookies, because he’s
driven a quite powerful car [Formula
Renault 3.5/GP2 Asia] at 70 per cent
of the grand prix circuits. I rate him
highly, he shows a great deal of
maturity for a young driver.

“He made a couple of small errors,
and we’d bring that up after the race
and he takes it on the chin. Not only
does he try to improve it in the next
race, he does improve it. It’s not just

ARDEN \ ANL .

Since entering F3000 International fray in 1999, Arden Motorsport went on to score three
teams’ titles between 2002 and 04 before slipping back in GP2 pecking order from 05

Wirdheim

records
team’s
first
drivers’
Poleand title,
second for soon
Manning at followed
Silverstone by Liuzzi
F3000
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

2005

PREVIEW
EN'S ATTACK

GP2
ARD

Impressive Asia pace
continuesin’10 testing
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talk with him, it does go into his
head and we see the results.”

That campaign also heralded the
return of Arden’s traditional red and
white livery, a move that’s gone down
well with the team. “It’s great to have
those colours back; it looks good on
TV;” says Dent. “It makes sure no-one
forgets we’re there!”

If all goes to plan with Pic this
year, Arden will be hard to miss. &

Buemi
scores
twowins,
including
greatone
onslicks
atadamp
Magny-
Cours

GP2

2006 2007 2008 2009
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FEEDER-FORMULA

Who are the drivers most likely to be knocking on F1’s door in 2011? MARK GLENDENNING

ART GRAND PRIX

Team principal Frederic Vasseur has proved with
both Lewis Hamilton (2006) and Nico Hulkenberg
(20009) that it is possible to win the GP2 title with
a rookie, but he takes the challenge up a notch
this year by planting first-timers in both cars.

BARWA ADDAX

Addax expected to fight for the title with Romain
Grosjean last year, but did it with Vitaly Petrov
instead. It fell short, but the team’s quality and
its strong 2010 line-up means that it might not
have to wait long to put things right.

SUPER NOVA

Super Nova proved last year that it still had the
pace to fight with ART and Addax, but consistency
fell short. How much of that was down to the team
and how much was down to the drivers? With two
rookies this time, it starts 2010 with a clean slate.

1. JULES BIANCHI (F)
Age: 20
20009: 1st, F3 Euro Series

With a CV similar to Nico
Hulkenberg’s, Bianchi will
be in the spotlight. But
that also means there
won’t be much chance for
the Frenchman to settle
in. He looked solid, if
unspectacular, in both
pre-season testing and
three Asia Series rounds,
although history shows
that’s not a reliable guide.

i 2. SAM BIRD (GB)
Age: 23

§ 2009: 8th, F3 Euro

i Series; 3rd, Macau GP

The Brit seemed more a
safe pair of hands than

i an out-and-out contender
during much of his F3

i career, but a podium in

i Macau and a strong finish
to his GP2 Asia Series

i campaign will boost
confidence for the step up
i to GP2. The pressure on

i Bianchi will help, too.

3. GIEDO VAN DER
GARDE (NL)

Age: 25

2009: 7th, GP2 (3 wins)

Once the Dutchman had
clicked with iSport his
fortunes transformed,
culminating with two
sprint-race wins and a
feature-race victory in
tricky conditions at
Monza. Still has his
doubters, but a year with
Addax could be his best
chance to silence them.

4. SERGIO PEREZ (MEX)
Age: 20
i 2009: 12th, GP2 Series

i The 2007 British F3

i National Class champion
returns for his second

i season, and in the eyes of
many, the quiet Mexican

i is a title favourite. His

i patience was tested in a
difficult rookie year with
i Arden but he still showed
i his potential. The switch
i to Addax should offer him
i aproper crack at it.

5. JOSEF KRAL (CZ)
Age: 19
20009: 3rd, FMaster

The Czech was a regular
frontrunner during two
years in FMaster without
looking like a serious
challenger, so he faces a
big job trying to get his
head around the more
competitive GP2 field.
He’s smart and works
hard, and will be
encouraged by some
reasonable testing pace.

6. MARCUS ERICSSON (S)
Age: 19
¢ 2009: 1st, Japanese F3

Ericsson made easy meat
i of Japanese F3 last year,
and could have done the
i same in Macau had he
not been ambushed by

i the VW engine. The

i Swede has a reputation
for making the most of

i what he’s got, but for

i success in GP2 he'll also
need to capitalise when
i things aren’t quite right.

RACING ENGINEERING

iSPORT

DAMS

The only GP2 team not to bother with the Asia Series,
Racing Engineering will feel it needs to prove itself
in 2010 after failing to fire with Lucas di Grassi last
year. Slick, smart and professional, the team’s
fortunes depend entirely upon its drivers.

Team took longer than hoped to build momentum in
20009, but a dominant Asia Series season helped
take some of the sting out. Transferring that form
into 2010 will be another matter, but it’s not for
nothing that iSport is one of GP2’s top outfits.

Not much of 2009 went to plan for DAMS, but the
team is back this year with a new relationship with
the Renault F1 team, and a colourscheme to match.
A decent sprinkle of experience in the driver line-up
should offer DAMS hope of turning things around.

7. CHRISTIAN
VIETORIS (D)
Age: 21

{ 8. DANI CLOS (E)
i Age: 21
i 2009: 21st, GP2 Series

2009: 2nd, F3 Euro Series

Vietoris comes highly-

regarded after a couple of

strong seasons in the F3
Euro Series, culminating
in runner-up spot behind
Jules Bianchi last year. A
couple of solid outings in
GP2 Asia and excellent
pace in testing suggest
that there could be some
good times ahead.

i Clos finished his rookie
i year on a decent note
with a podium in the

¢ final race, but up to that
i point things had been a
i bit messy. The Spaniard
i showed enough flashes
of speed to hint at
untapped potential, but
i this year he needs to

i string them together.

i Looked good in testing.

9. OLIVER TURVEY (GB)
Age: 23
20009: 4th, Renault 3.5

At 23, Turvey has a few
more candles on his cake

he has good credentials.
The 2006 McLaren
AUTOSPORT BRDC Award
winner was a step behind
team-mate Valsecchiin
the Asia Series after
missing the first test, but
expect things to be closer
in the main series.

10. DAVIDE VALSECCHI (1)
i Age: 23

§ 2009: 12th, GP2;°09/'10:
GP2 Asia Series champion

The Italian took a
than most GP rookies, but
{ mid-season switch from

i the struggling Durango to
i the front-running Addax

i squad made him slower,
but he rebounded with a

i stunning display in the

i Asia Series. The main
series is another game,

i but he has a good chance.

confidence knock when a

i 12. HO-PIN TUNG (PRC)

11. JEROME

D’AMBROSIO (B) i Age: 27

Age: 24 2009: 11th, Superleague
20009: 9th, GP2 Formula

Kamui Kobayashi might
have been the guy who
got promoted into F1, but
it was Jerome D’Ambrosio
who carried most of the
load for DAMS last year.
Consistency is no
problem and his pace is
reasonable, but after two
seasons a win has still
proved to be elusive.

Dutch-Chinese Tung spent
two seasons in GP2 with
{ BCN and Trident before
suiting up for Atletico

i Madrid and Galatasaray
i in Superleague last year.
His previous results have
¢ been unspectacular, but
i the move to DAMS gives
him the chance to spring
i asurprise.
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P2 PREVIEW
UNNERS & RIDERS

FRESHMEN

introduces the 24 GP2 contenders for 2010

RAPAX

The former Piquet GP team returns with a new name
and a new look, as well as a title-favourite tag after
signing Pastor Maldonado to lead it through 2010.
The team has been strong in testing and will expect
to be among the frontrunners right from the start.

ARDEN

There has been a cultural shift behind the scenes at
Arden with the departure of long-time engineer
Mick Cook. For a team still struggling to translate
F3000 dominance to GP2, the restructure will be
one of the more intriguing sub-plots of 2010.

OCEAN RACING TECHNOLOGY

‘Consistencia’ — Portuguese for consistency — will
be the buzzword around Ocean as it embarks upon
its second GP2 season. Lessons will have been
learned from ’09, but the team may miss the
experience of Alvaro Parente and Karun Chandhok.

i 15. PASTOR

{ 17. RODOLFO GONZALEZ

i 19. FABIO LEIMER (CH)

14. LUIS RAZIA (BR) 16. CHARLES PIC (F) 18. MAX CHILTON (GB)

Age: 21 i MALDONADO (YV) Age: 20 E(YV) Age: 19 i Age: 21

2009: 19th, GP2 i Age: 25 2009: 3rd, Renault 3.5 { Age: 23 2009: 4th, British F3 § 2009: 1st, Formula Master
§ 20009: Sixth, GP2 § 2009: 5th, Euroseries :

The Virgin F1 test driver i The Frenchman has 3000 After three largely The Swiss driver was a

endured a fraught GP2
rookie season with Coloni
that ranged from having a
an impounded car at Spa
to winning the following
weekend at Monza. Has a
good chance to step up
and become a regular
points-scorer this time,
particularly if he can
learn from Maldonado.

Returns for his fourth

¢ year of GP2. After being
i beaten by ART team-mate
Nico Hulkenberg last
year, the Venezuelan has
i to up his game in 2010.
Maldonado’s weak point
¢ is consistency, which is
i something that needs to
i be addressed if it’s to be
i fourth time lucky.

finished third in virtually
every major series that
he has contested, but
doing it first time out in
GP2 will be a big ask.
That said, he has already
laid down a marker with
an excellent Asia Series
campaign that included
a feature-race podium
and sprint-race win.

Gonzalez won the 2006

¢ British F3 national class
title, but there’s little else
i on his CV to suggest he

¢ will be much more than

a makeweight in his first
i full season of GP2. A one-
i off with Trident at the
Nurburgring last year

: yielded a 15th and 19th.

unspectacular seasons in
British F3, Chilton faces a
big challenge in his first
attempt at the GP2 main
series. The teenaged
brother of BTCC star Tom
has the luxuries of time
and a budget on his side
however, so expect him
to approach this as a
learning year.

i class apart on his way to
becoming Formula

i Master’s final champion
last year, but a tougher

i world awaits him in GP2.
i Despite a difficult Asia
Series campaign he

¢ showed signs of promise
in pre-season testing, and
represents Ocean’s best
i shot at scoring points.

COLONI

TRIDENT

With the final links with Fisichella broken mid-way
through *09, Coloni returns under its own name.
Last year brought highs (a win and three podiums)
and lows (missing Spa) but this season’s fortunes
will depend upon the experienced Alberto Valerio.

If looks counted, Trident would be champion - the
team and cars are always immaculately presented.
Results have been another matter, but Davide Rigon
demonstrated last year that it’s capable of fighting

The name is the only thing that remains from the
team that David Price sold to Andre Herck a year
ago, with the squad now staffed almost entirely by
Italians. Last season offered little excitement, but
DPR surprised a few in the recent Asia Series.

for points when it has its act together.

i 21. VLADIMIR

20. ALBERTO :
VALERIO (BR) i ARABADZHIEV (BG)
Age: 24 i Age: 26

2009: 15th, GP2

Valerio surprised even
himself when he dusted
everyone - on equal
terms - in the feature
race at Silverstone last
year. He'll do well to
repeat the trick this time
around, but points and
the odd sprint-race
podium certainly aren’t
out of his reach.

§ 2009: 7th, Formula Master

i Arabadzhiev only began
i racing five years ago,
which goes some way to
i explaining why he is

i making his GP2 debut

i aged 26. The Bulgarian
i has rarely troubled the
leaders in lower formulas,
i and it’s difficult to see
him do much more than
i prop up the GP2 grid.

24. JOHNNY CECOTTO
(Yv)

Age: 20

20009: 26th, F3 Euro
Series (part-season)

Cecotto’s pace surprised

a few when he joined DPR i

for the final two rounds of
’09, although that speed
was tempered by a wild
streak that he’ll need to
lose if he wants to avoid
spending 2010 in the
barriers. He does have a
lot of untapped potential.

{ 25. ADRIAN ZAUGG (ZA)
i Age: 23

§ 2009: 14th, Renault 3.5
(part-season)

The South African returns
i to the series for the first

time since 2007, with

§ most of the intervening

i time having been divided
i between A1GP and

i nothing. He’s capable

{ behind the wheel, but his
i fortunes will depend on
Trident’s competence and
i his having a full budget.

26. MICHAEL HERCK
(RO)

Age: 21

2009: 23rd, GP2

Rarely touted as one of
the grid’s heavyweights,
Herck actually drove
better in 2009 than his
tally of zero points would
suggest. Don’t expect
him to keep drivers like
Bianchi and Maldonado
awake at night, but a
sprint-race pole position
is a possibility.

i 27. GIACOMO RICCI (1)
i Age: 25

§ 2000: 27th, GP2
(part-season)

i Lack of budget meant

¢ that the Milanese only

i made a few appearances
§ in 2009 but he was

i stunning in the 2009/10
i Asia Series, scoring

i points in all of the last six
i races and winning the
season finale. The biggest
issue remains whether he
i has a full budget for '10.
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WANTED: A CAR THAT

OMORROW’S F1 STARS

New GP3’s characteristics should help it to
stand out from the crowd. By SAM HANCOCK




s grand prix star and
proud new GP3 team
owner Mark Webber
blasts past the assembled
crowd for the first time at
the series press day, the
sound we are greeted
with in the glorious
surrounds of the Paul Ricard circuit in
southern France comes as a bit of a
surprise. For a two-litre, turbocharged
car such as this you would have perhaps
expected a low, droll hum accompanied
by a sexy raspiness as the turbo worked
its spit, bang and whoosh magic.

Instead the soundtrack offered is a
harsh, mechanical clatter that seems at
odds with the elegant, contemporary
lines of the car creating it.

Those around me raise suggestions of
a misfire, but the lack of concern on the
faces of the proud GP3 technical team
looking on suggests otherwise.

The acoustics of the two-litre
turbocharged Renault engine may
struggle to win over fans, but it isn’t
the only thing to raise an eyebrow.

=

Lanky Sam found plenty

| ofroominGP3 cockpit

Moments earlier Webber had
managed to stall the car while pulling
out of the pit garage — a minor gaff he
would have brushed off with barely a
blush. But for the journalists due their
own runs in the car, it raised the
question that if a grand prix winner
with considerable experience of using a
steering wheel-mounted clutch paddle
as offered by the new Dallara could
struggle to make a clean getaway, then
what chance would they have? Queue
much nervous laughter.

As Webber pressed on in front of a
gathering of captivated media, drivers
and team personnel, I found myself
confused to hear a few grunts of
disapproval from those around me in
respect of the GP3’s aesthetic appeal. I
thought the new steed looked stunning
— not only very pretty, but also utterly
correct in that it echoes the lines of a
contemporary F1 car (disproportionate
wing sizes included) and will therefore
stand the test of time, which is more
than can be said for some other current
junior category offerings.

GP3 PREVIEW
TRACK TEST

I did, however, have other concerns.
Even glancing over the car at a
standstill, it was obvious it would be
capable of developing a significant
amount of grip. The wide, slick Pirelli
control tyres are married with
aerodynamics that are clearly well
developed — particularly under the
chassis with out-of-sight ground-effect
methodologies which will produce
astonishing levels of downforce.

This in itself is not a problem, but
what might be is if the creators of this
otherwise impeccably presented and
professionally marketed GP2-feeder
series have missed an opportunity to
differentiate themselves from their
direct competition: Formula 3.

Along with many other junior
categories, F3 has long had to defend
itself against the age-old argument that
modern single-seaters on the junior
racing ladder have far too much grip
over power these days, and therefore
limit the drivers’ ability to develop raw
car control. After all, even Formula
BMW — now arguably the most popular
first step out of karts — offers highly-
effective slicks and wings in
conjunction with relatively little power.
So how are the potentially great drivers
of the future supposed to stand apart
from their peers when the car’s abilities
cover up — to a certain extent — holes
in the drivers’ abilities?

You may think that after just a few
laps watching Webber scythe by, such
thoughts were too presumptuous on my
part, but were you there, I suggest you'd
be wondering the same. I'd love to tell
you, for instance, that the Aussie hero
gave it ‘big licks’ off the line as he
demonstrated racing starts in front of
a riveted audience. He did try, as the
audibly active rev limiter testified, but
there was no trail of tyre marks left
behind on Mr Ecclestone’s otherwise
immaculate track. »

! Paul Ricard was setting
ncock’s GP3 test




< Instead, the car grabbed hold of
the asphalt and leaped forward with
obvious efficiency, but sadly without
ceremony. It was the first clear
indication that the substantial Pirelli
slicks offer a far greater degree of grip
than the appropriately-sized 280obhp,
two-litre Renault engine could dispute.

Throw in the fact that the car was
visibly towing a huge parachute of
downforce-related drag on the straights
and you can maybe understand my
concerns, not only about the challenge
presented to the drivers but also the
potential spectacle for the fans.

As Martin Brundle put it upon
finishing his run shortly after Webber,
“You can always rely on a grid full of
17-year-olds to provide a spectacle”
Well, thank goodness you can, because
T wasn’t alone in wondering where else
it would come from.

But to worry about such things is to
perhaps miss the point. Whether or not
the GP3 racer will provide a school of
car control that Sebastien Loeb would
be proud of, whether it will enthral
hardcore fans in the way Formula Ford
1600 used to in years gone by isn’t
relevant to a category like this in the
modern era. After all, F3 has never
seemed to worry about such things and
vet has produced many of the finest
drivers to set foot in a grand prix car.

Soon [ was given a chance to find
out if I had got it wrong, if I was
being too presumptuous.

Descending into the spacious tub
for the first time, my spirits are lifted.
The car is immaculate. Whether it be
the dazzling and futuristic F1-style
steering wheel complete with sharp,
on-screen graphics that put my home
PC to shame, or the flawlessly-laid
weave of carbonfibre that now
cocooned me like a protective force
field, every detail was perfect.

‘With many of the controls mounted
on what must be the largest steering
wheel I've seen in a single-seater, the
rest of the cockpit is relatively sparse
other than an awkwardly-positioned
ignition switch alongside my right
thigh which nestles just above a
traditional brake balance adjuster. Four
flappy paddles flare out from behind the

Hancock with GP3 tech
director Didier Perrin

Renault turbo doesn’t thrill,
but chassis is well balanced

New GP3 echoes lines
of contemporary F1car
T —

wheel: top right to change up through
the six-speed semi-automatic
sequential gearbox, top left to change
down, and a choice of two paddles to
operate the fly-by-wire clutch.

Having so many of the switches, dials
and displays neatly housed within the
steering wheel is an enormous benefit
to the loftier among us. As a 6ft 2in
racing driver who has had to shoehorn
his way into more than a few jockey-
sized cars over the years, I wasn’t
surprised to find my knees riding high
against the top of the tub. But with the
Dallara’s super-high nose and steering
wheel thrust deep towards the driver’s
chest, and therefore well away from
knobbly knees, there is ample room to
tuck even the gangliest of limbs down
into the cockpit.

I think it was David Coulthard who
first likened the driving position of a
modern, high-nosed single-seater to
“lying back in the bath with your feet
up on the taps” — and in regard to the
seating position of the new GP3,

I couldn’t agree more!

‘While it was great to sink so deeply
into the cockpit and finally experience
the great pleasure of sitting ‘in’ rather
than ‘on top of’ a single-seater, there
were still elements of unknown
territory to be explored.

With the exception of karting, I have
driven a car fitted with two pedals just
once before — it was in this car’s older
brother, the GP2 Dallara, over a vear
ago. Once up to speed in that car, using
my left foot to brake was no problem.
But I remember the bizarre feeling of
trying to not instinctively press the left
pedal when attempting to pull away.

“Every input on the steering wheel is
met with such eager, instantaneous
response that most of my earlier
misgivings are alleviated”

In light of my previous experience,
this time I decide to pull my foot back
and wedge my knee high into the
bulkhead so as to keep clear of the
brake pedal until I am well under way.

A quick grab of the inert clutch
paddle (bottom left), a tug on its
opposite number to engage first gear
(top right), coupled with a boot full of
revs before slowly releasing the clutch
and I'm off — and my blushes are
spared. Phew!

If firing up the near-standard spec
Renault engine (a sensible choice that
will help contain costs) didn’t send any
tingles down my spine, I hoped that my
first mash of the throttle after releasing
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the pitlane speed limiter soon would.
Sadly, no such luck. The torque is so
low down and the rev range so short
that my first lesson was to discover
how quickly vou need to grab another
gear before crashing straight back into
the rev limiter. In the lower cogs, no
sooner have you breathed on the
throttle than the steering wheel lights
up like a Christmas tree, begging for
another flick of the right-hand paddle.
So unusual is this characteristic when
I leave the pitlane for the first time,
I have to double check I haven’t left
the pit speed limiter on by mistake!
But once up to fourth gear, it finally
feels like I'm getting somewhere. With
a bit of turbo-lag, just 6500rpm to

Perrin talks Hancock thro ugh
controls on large steering wh eel

play with and certainly not
much engine noise to get excited about,
this car doesn’t feel quick — until you
attack a corner.

Like the proverbial nun who rips off
her smock to reveal something a whole
lot saucier underneath, the apparently
sedate GP3 suddenly shows its true
colours when you request a direction
change. Every input on the wheel is met
with such eager, instantaneous and
perfectly delivered response that most
of my earlier misgivings are alleviated.
The chassis is beautifully balanced and
quickly demands that I grow some
cojones and up my game to keep pace.

Up to the notorious Signes corner for
the first time and, even on the outlap, it
can easily be taken flat. Into the long,
tricky, ever-tightening right-hander
that follows and I realise the one thing
I need not do is try. The Dallara is so
well set up, so immeasurably aided by
a remarkable level of downforce, that
it is virtually effortless to drive.

Now, you may think this vindicates
my earlier concerns and that the car
won’t be a great enough challenge after
all to the voung pretenders who need to
develop their talents within it, but that
would indeed be presumptuous.

Over the next three laps I discover
a car so inherently capable that the
still-significant driving challenge is
not so much a traditional physical one,
but more a mental one. Whether it be

GP3 PREVIEW
TRACK TEST

summoning the courage to brake so
outrageously late in a car shod only
with steel discs and mono-block
Brembo calipers that it goes against
every instinct in your body, or get off
the brake pedal soon enough to fully
exploit the ridiculous entry speeds that
the GP3 is capable of accommodating,
you have to brush aside a thousand
loud voices in vour head that shout,
“This simply isn’t possible!”

But this car makes things possible,
and once the drivers get their heads
around the occasionally frustrating
bout of turbo-lag (expect to hear a lot
of Senna-esque mid-corner blips to
keep the turbo spooled up and ready
for action) and a whiff of understeer
in nearly every corner, the fastest guys
will most likely be the bravest.

But bravery alone won’t be enough. I
soon discover that keeping up the car’s
momentum is also critical. Too heavy
on the brakes on turn-in, for example,
and you’re dealt a double-whammy
punishment as the resulting imbalance
creates a small slide that needs dealing
with. By the time you’ve done that,
however, you’ve scrubbed off speed,
the revs have dropped, the turbo has
stopped spinning and it seems to take
an age for it all to get going again.
Bravery and precision are prerequisites
to drive this car quickly. This girl
definitely won’t be hustled.

Now, I haven’t driven a contemporary
Formula 1 car, but my understanding is
that despite the obvious difference in
power, the challenge to the driver is of
a similar nature. If this is the case, and
the priority of a new junior category
such as this is to groom drivers for a
future at the pinnacle of the sport, as
opposed to providing the best spectacle
for the fans, I suspect the GP3 boys
have got it spot on with this car’s
characteristics. This is just a guess, as
I can only go on what I've been told —
although it would be fun to find out
first hand, just to be sure... #

Weight 630kg including driver
Power 280bhp at 6500rpm
Budget €600,000 (estimated)
Weekend format 30 min practice, 30
min qualifying, two 30 min races. Total
running approx 120 min per weekend.
Testing Six days pre-season,

no in-season tests

Calendar Nine rounds (one TBC).
Supports all Euro GPs except Monaco. Due
to join provisional GP2 Algarve round

FORMULA2 |
Weight 570kg

Power 425bhp at 8250rpm, or 480bhp
at 8250rpm with overboost

Budget €320,000

Weekend format Two 30 min practice,
two 30 min qualifying, two races of 30-
45 min. Total running approx 180-210
min per weekend.

Testing Three pre-season, two in season
Calendar Nine rounds - ane standalone
at Silverstone, eight WTCC support slots

T
Weight 550.2kg

Power 225bhp at 6500rpm

Budget €600,000

Weekend format 60 min practice, 30
min qualifying, race one max 30 min,
race two max 40 min. Total running
approx 160 min per weekend

Testing Four days official, two days
private. Six additional days for rookies.
Calendar Nine rounds - eight
supporting DTM, one supporting LMS




here can be no
denying the
success driver-
development
schemes such
as those run by
Red Bull and
Renault have had
in helping young talent like Sebastian
Vettel make it into Formula 1.

But for every Vettel there are a dozen
or more who fail to scale the final peak.
And that crashing back down to earth
comes as an almighty shock to young
men used to having their destinies
shaped by Dr Helmut Marko and the
chequebook of Dietrich Mateschitz.

Just a couple of years ago, at the
2008 Canadian GP, Red Bull’s in-
paddock magazine, the sadly defunct
Red Bulletin, proclaimed Robert
Wickens as Canada’s next F1 hope.

Little more than a year later, he’d
been dropped following his failure to
win the inaugural Formula 2 series and
for the first time since he made the
switch from karts to single-seaters he
was faced with the prospect of having
to raise the budget to continue racing
on his own. And while Canada has a
long and illustrious history of
producing talented single-seater
drivers, it’s been a long while since
any have made a great impact in the
European junior categories that are the
proven training ground for the next
generation of Alonsos and Hamiltons.

“With Red Bull everybody sees the
writing on the wall,” says Wickens,

a chatty Vancouver native who appears
a lot wiser than his 21 years. “You just
never know what’s going to happen.
But I have no hard feelings. It was

a business decision, and I respect

that, but it was a good run and I'm
extremely grateful for what they did
because if they hadn’t had picked me
up at the start of 2006 I had already
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REAFFIRMS HIS STATUS

Despite losing Red Bull backing, Canada’s next F1 hope Robert Wickens hopes to
bounce back in GP3 with Status. All is not lost, says ANDREW VAN DE BURGT

signed a contract to go back to karting.
If it wasn’t for that money I probably
wouldn’t be where I am now.”
Wickens could be forgiven for being
bitter — after all, his failure to win the
F2 title was almost as much to do with
the string of reliability problems he
faced rather than a lack of pace. He
started the season in blinding fashion,

£2009 2nd, FIA

iF2(2wins);also ¢
i raced in FAtlantic, i
i F3 Euro Series

i and British F3 H
2008 12th Renault
3.5 (1win); 6thF3 i
{ Euro Series (1 win)

winning both the season-opening races : 2007 A1GP

at Valencia from pole. Yet despite three  : (1 win); 3rd,
further pole positions, there were no : FAtlantic (1 win);
more wins and he ended the season “also raced in
second in the points, albeit a mile away Renault 3.5

2006 FBMW USA
(champion, 3 wins);
also raced in
FRenault Euro
2005 FBMW USA
(3rd, 2 wins)
1999-04 Karting

from runaway champion Andy Soucek.

“It was a weird thing,” he says. “I had
a few clutch issues. And from there I
preferred to just get off the line, so I
was probably playing way too
conservative with how I was doing my
starts. It was definitely a character-
building season and, considering I
basically finished only half the races,
to be second in the points was an
achievement. Also I did the whole
season without a crash, so I feel like
maybe the car let me down.”

But, regardless of the cause, the
man dubbed ‘Wicki Bobby’ by his
Team Canada colleagues in A1GP was
left searching for a backer or two to
continue his dream of becoming the
first Canadian in F1 since Jacques
Villeneuve’s unceremonious sacking
by BMW Sauber in 2006.

Hope of raising the €1,000,000-plus
needed for GP2 faded quickly, but his
old A1 buddies, in the form of Status
GP, had their entry accepted for the
new GP3 championship. It was the
obvious choice, but the money
— around half of a GP2 deal — was
proving to be a stumbling block.

“It was a bit nail-biting,” he admits.
“It was close, but with the help of some
people back in Canada it all came
together, so I'm extremely grateful to
them. It’s a multi-year thing that we

did. They’re supporting me through
GP3 and it’s quite open for the future.
It worked out well.”

Now he has to deliver on the
potential he’s shown in flashes during
the past four seasons. He’s raced in
almost every junior category going —
Formula Renault 3.5, Champ Car
Atlantics, Formula 3 (in Europe and
Britain) and of course A1. He made a
stunning debut in the World Cup of
Motorsport, winning on his debut at
the Durban street circuit.

He would surely have been a force
in season four — Adam Carroll won the
title in the Status-run Team Ireland car
— had the Canadian franchise not
withered and died at the eleventh hour.

In the course of hopping between
series, he’s also raced against three of
F1’s young generation — Sebastien
Buemi, Jaime Alguersuari and Nico
Hulkenberg. Having compared himself
against them — all now established
point scorers — he feels ready to make
the big step and is hopeful that racing
in front of the F1 paddock will get his
name on the team bosses’ radar.

“I’m 21 now and I’m at the point
where there are drivers in F1 who I’'ve
driven against doing a good job at it,
which makes me think that if T jumped
in right now I could match them,” he
says. “If there’s a chance to do GP2
with a top team next year I’d be happy,
but my goal for next year is to jump
into F1 but that will all depend on
how my GP3 campaign goes.”

In pre-season testing Wickens has
been among the frontrunners such as
ART drivers Alex Rossi and Esteban
Gutierrez and Mucke’s Renger van der
Zande. It’s close at the top and with
two races (one with a reversed-top-
eight grid) consistency will be key.

If Wickens is going to fulfil that
promise that Red Bull once saw, now
is exactly the right time to do it. &
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GP3 PREVIEW
ROBERT WICKENS

Wickens has beenon
the pacein GP3 testing

“It was close, but with the
help of some people in

Ak ) 3 Canada it all came together”’
v . Robert Wickens

win, ane shunt (above) e

The 21-year-old aims to Twowinsinnew FIAF2
represent CanadainF1 season led to P2 overall

;

I jﬁed
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@ P56 GP3 TEAM LINE-UPS

Robert will work again
with Matt Greasley
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PREVIEM

BRAND-NEW SERIES WITH
SOME FAMILIAR FACES

The new GP3 series will play out in front of the Formula 1 circus,
so it’s attracted some talented pedallers. By BEN ANDERSON

ALEXANDER ROSSI (USA) AGE 18

ESTEBAN GUTIERREZ (MEX) AGE 18

2009: 4th, FMaster, 9th, GP2 Asia
The 2008 FBMW Americas champion looks
to have landed on his feet with a Nicolas
Todt management deal in his pocket - hence
his place at ART. Showed well in his GP2
Asia campaign with Meritus this winter.

2009: 9th, F3 Euro Series

The 2008 Formula BMW Europe champion didn't
set the world on fire during his rookie F3 season,
but came on stronger as the year went by and has
been blisteringly quick in pre-season testing.
Should be a title contender.

PEDRO NUNES (BR) AGE 21

2009: F3 Euro Series (no placing)

The less said about his 2009 Euro Series
campaign with Manor the better. After taking
the runner-up spot in Sudam F3 in 2008, more
was expected than a best finish of 12th in the
Hockenheim season finale. Needs to step it up.

ROBERT WICKENS (CDN) AGE 21

2009: 2nd, Formula 2
Red Bull took Wickens into F2 last year
and then dropped him when he failed to
halt runaway champion Andy Soucek. He’s
now re-united himself with the team that
ran him successfully in A1GP in 2007.

IVAN LUKASHEVICH (RUS) AGE 19

2009: No racing
The Russian will celebrate his 20th birthday on
the weekend GP3 is born. Jumping straight in after
a year away from racing, with only two patchy
seasons in Jonathan Palmer’s FPA series behind
him, suggests he'll have his work cut out.

DORU SECHELARIU (RO) AGE 17

2009: 15th, Formula BMW Europe
The Romanian dovetailed a third FEMW
season with a partial effort in European
F3 Open last year and achieved little of
note in either - maintaining a decline
since two Belgian FRenault wins in 2007.

NIGEL MELKER C(NL) AGE 19

2009: 23rd, Formula Renault Eurocup
After two underwhelming FRenault 2.0
seasons, Melker steps up to GP3 with F3
Euro Series veteran Mucke. Has spent the
winter testing his own F3 car, but don't
expect him to be the fastest Dutchman.

RENGER VAN DER ZANDE (NL) AGE 24

2009: 3rd, British F3

After four years racing in F3 category, van der
Zande is stepping... across to an equivalent.
The Dutchman has proved himself highly able
at this level (several times) and Mucke will
expect him to lead its charge.

RSC MUCKE MOTORSPORT

TOBIAS HEGEWALD (D) AGE 20

2009: 6th, Formula 2

‘Inconsistent’ probably best describes
Hegewald. Looks pretty handy one minute, but
fades into obscurity the next. Utterly dominated
the F2 field at Spa last year so expect him to go
well at GP3's penultimate round in Belgium.

JOSEF NEWGARDEN CUSA) AGE 19

2009: 2nd, British Formula Ford
His planned move into British F3 fell
through. He should’ve won the British
FFord title last season, but mistakes and
failures denied him. He's a good racer,
but has little slicks and wings experience.

DEAN SMITH (GB) AGE 22

2009: Formula Renault UK champion
Truly came of age last season to claim the FRUK title
and the McLaren AUTOSPORT BRDC Award. Showed
his class during that campaign and, after a winter of
uncertainty, finally has the Racing Steps Foundation
footing the bill. Now it's up to him again.

LUCAS FORESTI (BR)

2009: 3rd, Sudam F3

Roberto Moreno's protege runs dual campaigns
in British F3 and GP3 with Carlin this season.
Struggled for pace and hit a rival under a safety
car (while looking for his radio button) on his F3
debut last month. Things can only get better...

AGE 18
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GP3
RUNNERS & RIDERS

JAMES JAKES (GB) AGE 22

MANOR MOTORSPORT

2009: GP2 Asia (2 races)
This is a big year for Jakes, who needs
to put himself back on the map after an
abortive graduation to GP2 last year,
Brings three seasons of F3 experience
with him, which should come in handy.

Rossi gets #1 after going
top in number-choice test

RIO HARYANTO (RI) AGE 17

2009: Formula BMW Pacific champion
The three-time Asian Junior Karting champion
annihilated his regional FBMW rivals last season,
but a move to Europe brings a tougher test. Hopes
a partial parallel campaign in British F3 will make
up for the lack of mileage on offer in GP3.

= | — A

2009: 3rd, Italian F3

with ‘08 GP2 champion Addax. FMaster,

FRenault 3.5 and Ferrari F1 test experience

should stand him in good stead.

Finds himself in GP3 thanks to ubiquitous
Mexican-driver backer TELMEX and its deal

MIRKO BORTOLOTTI (I) AGE 20

2009: 4th, Formula 2

[taly isn’t blessed with a high calibre of up-and-
comers at the moment, so losing Red Bull backing
was a real blow during the off-season. A place on
the new ‘Ferrari Driver Academy’ (and a GP3 ride)
has halted the 2008 Italian F3 champ'’s slide.

2010 GP3 CALENDAR

Barcelona (E) May 7-9
Istanbul (TR) May 28-30
Algarve (P) June 18-20
Valencia (E) June 25-27
Silverstone (GB) July 9-11
Hockenheim (D) July 23-25

July 30-August 1
August 27-29
September 10-12

Hungaroring (H)
Spa (B)
Monza (I)

PATRICK REITERER (I) AGE 19

2009: 9th in Fermula Master
Three seasons of car racing has yielded
just one podium (in Italian Formula
Renault). David Hayles's new Atech CRS
GP operation should be a great
environment for him to learn at this level.

GP

ATECH CRS

OLIVER OAKES (GB) AGE 22

2009: 18th, British F3
The former world karting champion aims
to re-establish himself after his ‘09 British
F3 campaign with Carlin ended early in a
flurry of solicitors’ letters. Needs to access
his latent speed more often.

2009: 4th, Formula BMW Europe

Started 2009 as a favourite for the FBMW

Europe title, but his season was derailed
by the Mucke engine scandal. Has been
quick in testing, but a lack of varied
single-seater experience may hurt him.

MIKI MONRAS (E) AGE 18

2009: 5th, Formula Renault Eurocup

Finishing top-six in the competitive Renault
Eurocup seems a good effort. But less so when your
team-mate (Jean-Eric Vergne) wins several races
and challenges for the title. Monras is no slouch
and reversed grids may help him break his duck.

LEONARDO CORDEIRO (BR) AGE 20

2009: Sudam F3 champion
Dominated his rivals to win the South American
F3 title at the third attempt last season. Comes
to Europe filled with confidence, but he faces

a much higher level of competition than at

any stage of his career thus far.

PAL VARHAUG (N) AGE 19

JENZER MOTORSPORT

2009: 5th, Formula Master
Hopes to become the first Norwegian to

race in F1, but has so far shown little sign

he has the extra ingredients to succeed
where others failed. Has spent his entire
career with Jenzer, so there's familiarity.

SIMON TRUMMER (CH) AGE 20

2009: 11th, Formula Master

Clay Regazzoni, Jo Siffert, Marc Surer, Toulo de

Graffenried, Sebastien Buemi, Simon Trummer?
Seems an unlikely addition to the list of Swiss stars
given his record but rejoining Jenzer after a poor

FMaster with Iris Project should help his chances.

NICO

MULLER (CH) AGE 18

2009: Swiss Formula Renault champion
Won last year's Swiss FRenault title and also
managed a podium finish on his Eurocup debut
in Barcelona, but couldn’t reach those heights
again. Inexperienced line-up will rely heavily
on Jenzer's expertise to suss out the new car.
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INTRODUCING Albert Costa

Young Spaniard has secured his Formula Renault 3.5 drive through talent, not cash

“My problem is I’m not rich.

Costafinished afighting
fourth at Spa last Saturday

without the cushion of a wealthy

background can be a precarious
undertaking. So reigning Formula
Renault Eurocup champion Albert
Costa’s jolly disposition can perhaps
be attributed to the awareness of
an element of good fortune that’s
carried him to a maiden season in
Formula Renault 3.5.

The cash-strapped Catalan only
made it onto the grid last year owing
to a considerable investment made in
him by Epsilon Euskadi team boss Joan
Villadelprat. Costa rewarded the faith
shown in him by lifting the title, and
with it the €500,000 prize money
that has facilitated his graduation
into Formula Renault 3.5.

Attempting to succeed in racing

Costaisajovial
paddock personality
~

“Everybody knows my problem is
that I’'m not rich,” says Costa. “If I won
the title, I raced; if I didn’t win, then
‘ciao, ciao’ — I go home.”

TWO-WHEELED UPBRINGING
Costa’s 2010 campaign didn’t get
off to the best of starts, with a hand
injury sustained in pre-season testing.
However, in a wet opening race
weekend at Motorland Aragon, Costa
produced two charging drives from
poor grid positions to illustrate that
his flair, honed during formative years
spent on bikes, was intact.

“Eight years ago I was trying to
be a motorbike rider,” explains Costa.
“My family always spent a lot of time
around bikes; my father is a designer
of helmets for MotoGP riders, and
my brother Luis raced in the world
championship at 250cc level”

An interest in cars can be traced
to 2001, when he won a karting
competition organised by Marc Gene.
Continued success on four wheels
would swiftly override any bike
ambitions, as between ’02 and ’05
Costa claimed numerous trophies,
including the European Masters in Italy.

Financial constraints would force
Costa to briefly put his karting on hold,
and his first steps in cars were a handful
of forgettable British Formula 3

National Class outings in 2007.

“While I had eight months of
studying, working on motorbikes and
waiting, I got confidence as all of my
former team-mates were doing well:
[Jaime] Alguersuari was winning races
in Italy and Roberto Merhi was having
good results,” he says.

CAREER SAVIOUR

The patronage of Villadelprat was a
turning point. The ex-Prost and
Benetton F1 team manger had seen
enough of Costa in 2008 to recognise
his potential and was in a position to
look past his relatively meagre €20,000
budget from Racing for Spain.

Villadelprat says: “Last year was our
bet. If he hadn’t won, even if we wanted
to help him, we would not be able to
run him for nothing this year.”

Costa celebrated his 20th birthday
at Spa last weekend by taking a fighting
fourth place, despite his hand being
far from healed.

“I think that with my face I could still
pass for 15,” jokes Costa. “My brother is
29. He didn’t really have top equipment
in his career, so to make up for it he
rode as if he had five balls. My father
and brother don’t want me to be in that
position and make the same mistakes.

I know I have a good team and I have to
deliver, otherwise I'll be going home.” &

E Born May 2, 1990,

PORT

Barcelona, Spain

:2010 Formula. H
iRenault 3.5 - sixth i
2009 Formula :
iRenault 2.0 Eurocup
i - champion;
iFormula Renault 2.0}
:WEC - champion
:2008 Formula :
:Renault 2.0 Eurocup
i - eighth :

2007 British
Formula 3 National
Class - 11th

2001-05 Karting
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Where can I gain
the most lap-time?

Brain Power is the new Horse Power

With the advent of affordable, focused training aids based on Video and GPS, driver training has enjoyed

a surge in popularity. In the second of a series of articles, we will be discussing technique with various
professional driver coaches to try to help you extract every last ounce of performance from yourself as well
as your car.

In this article we will be discussing Slow Corners and Hairpins with accomplished race driver and
personal coach, Nigel Greensall. Here’s an extract...

Nigel Greensall —“You spend more time in slow corners
than in fast corners, so you can often gain most lap-time

by concentrating in these areas. Exit speed is important,
but equally as important is minimising the time spent in the
corner. You often see drivers taking a big wide entry into
hairpins to gain a fast exit speed, but due to the slow speeds
involved, this sacrifices huge amounts of lap-time, in order
to gain a few tenths down the straight.”

“The hairpin at Rockingham is a great example to examine
in more detail. Take these two lines taken in the same car
at the same race meeting — The blue line was taken by

my team-mate taking a wide entry, and the red line is my
preferred approach, which is braking at a diagonal towards
the first apex. The red line is 14m shorter than the blue line,
meaning I spend 0.45s less time in the corner. The blue line
does gain 2mph down the straight, but this is only worth
0.15s, so the net gain from the shorter line is 0.3s.”

“Using the screenshots from the in-car video,
you can see my tighter entry into the corner,
necessitating a slower speed, but I am already
gaining time by travelling less distance.”

To read the whole article, including more
examples from Nigel and an interesting
approach to the new Silverstone GP circuit,
please visit our website:

www.VideoVBOX.co.uk/as2

VIDEO VBOX is manufactured by RACELOGIC Ltd, leaders in vehicle testing, automotive electronics, and GPS. RACEIgGIC
= N =



Stingray RV is Europe’s leader in American motorhome Rental & Sales.
We are dedicated to supplying luxurious American motorhomes to
a varied range of clients for any event, anywhere in Europe.

We have the largest fleet of American motorhomes for hire outside R (s e

the USA and a wide range of new and used motorhomes for sale. G
Our services include: (E

e, E———

I
ﬂ

- Ly 2
* Luxury American motorhome rental for a weekend or an entire season -;@
* American motorhome sales & servicing -

‘Rent Back’ system where we rent your motorhome for you
Motorhome support & delivery service

Motorhome maintenance & storage

F1 style hospitality facility rental & sales

We now have a base in Central Europe to reduce the cost of rentals
at all European circuits.

It doesn’t matter if you need a motorhome for a 2 day race weekend at Silverstone,
a week at Le Mans or an entire season, we have the right package for you.

e —

FDH SALE FINANCE AVAILABLE

2008 40’ Fleetwood Revolution 2004 38' Monaco Windsor

Full wall triple slide, roll-out awning, cream leather Double slide, roll-sut awning, air conditioning.
Sleeps B in 3 double beds. £169,000 Sleeps 4 in 2 double beds. £89,000

REDUCED TO £75,000




stingray

europe's leader in american
motorhome rental G sdles .
- "I‘

4

The largest dedicated
indoor RV showroom in Europe

We are currently taking bookings for all British
and European Motorsport events for 2010.

For more information or to hire a ‘home from home':

visit www.stingrayf{l_/.cam‘ call 0870 241 5614
or email simon@stingray /<) com

www.stingray .com



(MOTOR SHOW
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“THE BRITISH MOTOR SHOW IS BACK,
BUT NOT AS YOU’VE SEEN IT BEFORE!”

Thursday | July 2010

at the Goodwood Festival of Speed

An exclusive opportunity to view a wide range of new cars, including many UK and World debuts, and see them
being test driven on the famous Goodwood Hillclimb. Tour the manufacturers exhibition stands to find out more

about the very latest models to arrive in the UK, and explore many of the other Festival of Speed attractions.

Manufacturers already confirmed include:
Abarth ¢ Alfa Romeo ¢ Alpina * Audi * BMW ¢ Chevrolet * Citroen * Ferrari * Ford * Honda © Jaguar ° Lotus

* Mazda * Mercedes-Benz « MG Cars * Morgan ¢ Nissan ¢ Peugeot * Porsche * Rolls-Royce * Volvo

Tickets are limited for this exclusive preview day, and priced at just £20 each.

To purchase visit http://ticketing.goodwood.com/mms and enter Autosport

or call the ticket hotline on +44 (0) 1243 755055 and quote Autosport GWMSOIS/10
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May 1-2
Formula Renault 3.5
Round 2/9

SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS

AT A GLANCE
~» Race 1 Mikhail Aleshin

~> Race 2 Esteban Guerrieri

~» Pole positions Aleshin/Jake Rosenzweig

~> Fastest laps Brendon Hartley/Guerrieri

REPORT
FRENAULT 3.5 SPA

ikhail Aleshin’s victory
M in last Saturday’s

Formula Renault 3.5
race at Spa-Francorchamps
marked a novel record for
team boss Trevor Carlin.
Within seconds of the
Russian taking the flag in
Belgium, James Calado
claimed his maiden British
F3 success at Silverstone
with the sister operation.

“I’ve won in different
categories on the same day
before, but never in the
same minute,” said Carlin.
An under-the-weather

Aleshin was hard-pressed
for the lead in race one by
Brendon Hartley, only for
a fuse-box failure to deny
the luckless Kiwi a trip to
the top-step of the podium.
The odds on a Carlin double
victory narrowed
considerably following

Guerrieri (r) took
race-two win for ISR

Rleshin assume:

Russ1an M1kha1'l Aleshm ok ctro'l of the pomts

torrential rain on Sunday
morning, which allowed
rookie Jake Rosenzweig to
deliver a sensational maiden
pole. The race, however, was
to prove one of the most
anomalous on record. Even
with the distinguished
Esteban Guerrieri on board,
few would have tipped
Czech newcomers ISR for
victory. The ex-Formula
Master outfit had endured
a rotten race one, failing to
get a car onto the grid, but
Guerrieri again displayed
his class, claiming honours
after 10 drivers received
drive-through penalties.
European F3 Open
champion Bruno Mendez
joined ISR’s pairing as a
non-starter on Saturday.
Like Guerrieri, the Spaniard
had crashed at the downhill
Rivage corner, but the

e dontiols

Interwetten man had the
ignominy of making his
mistake on the formation
lap. Mendez was in good
company. Points leader
entering the weekend,
Daniel Ricciardo also fell
foul of Rivage during
qualifying to line-up 23rd.

Aleshin was thus able to
making inroads in the title
race. The Russian made a
clean start from pole, as
front-row starter Nathanael
Berthon lost ground opting
for a wide line on the exit of
La Source. The Frenchman
immediately lost two
positions to Sten Pentus
and Hartley, and prior to
Les Combes was demoted to
fifth by Comtec’s Stefano
Coletti. Berthon struggled
for race pace, and would
later be knocked out of
contention by an overeager
Anton Nebylitskiy.

Hartley was the most
threatening of those in a
top-four breakaway, and
seized second place from
Pentus around the outside
of the Bus Stop chicane on
lap three. The Tech 1
driver’s next target was
Aleshin. After closing down
a 2.4sec deficit to half a
second, the Red Bull Junior

driver’s race came grinding
to a halt on lap 16 with
terminal electrical maladies.

At the venue of his huge
GP2 crash last year, Coletti
put in a gutsy drive to hang
onto third. Handling issues
allowed spirited assaults to
be made by Nebylitskiy, and
eventual fourth-placed man
Albert Costa.

The start of Sunday’s race
two was delayed following a
hail storm on the formation
lap. The sudden change in
weather caught several
teams off-guard, with
hurried changes onto wet
tyres incurring penalties for
working on the grid after
the allotted time allowance.

Following a half-hour
delay and a second, safety-
car controlled start,
Rosenzweig led Daniel
Zampieri, Ricciardo,
Nebylitskiy and Lancaster
on the completion of the
opening lap. Incredibly, the
top-eight runners would be
hit with drive-through
penalties. Aleshin in ninth
and Guerrieri in P10 were
not affected. Guerrieri took
his mandatory stop three
laps later than Aleshin, at
the conclusion of lap 10, and
rejoined with his lead intact.

Peter Mills

Aleshin, leading Pentus
and Hartley, wonagain

Only a warning flag for
running straight on at the
Bus Stop, and well-worn
tyres, troubled the ISR racer
on his run to the chequered
flag. Daniel Zampieri, who
had at one stage dropped to
10th after his drive-through,
claimed second place. A
hard-charging Coletti
relieved Aleshin of third

on the penultimate lap. &

RESULTS

Race 1 1 Mikhail Aleshin, 22 laps
in 46m26.663s; 2 Sten Pentus,
+6.105s; 3 Stefano Coletti; 4 Albert
Costa; 5 Greg Mansell; 6 Federico
Leo; 7 Walter Grubmuller; 8 Jan
Charouz; 9 Jon Lancaster; 10 Anton
Nebylitskiy. Fastest lap Brendon
Hartley, 2m05.547s, 124.2mph
Race 2 1 Esteban Guerrieri, 17 laps
in 45m25.474s; 2 Daniel Zampieri,
+3.308s; 3 Coletti; 4 Aleshin;

5 Daniel Ricciardo; 6 Hartley;

7 Lancaster; 8 Jake Rosenzweig;

9 Jan Charouz; 10 Nathanael
Berthon. Fastest lap Guerrieri,
2m27.796s, 106.011mph

Points 1 Aleshin, 38; 2 Ricciardo,
28; 3 Pentus, 27; 4 Zampieri, 24;

5 Coletti, 20; 6 Albert Costa, 16

NEXT ROUND
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BRANDS HATCH
% Great Britain
May 2

BTCC
Round 3/10

NS

AT A GLANCE
~> Race 1 Tom Chilton
~> Race 2 Tom Onslow-Cole

~> Race 3 Mat Jackson

~> Pole position Chilton

GRIFFITHS/LAT

Boardman fends
off BMWsinR3

Chilton scored first BTCC
win for Ford in a decade

—
<
=
=
=
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Tom Tom heading in the right direction

Tom Chilton scored the first BTCC win for a gas-powered car at Brands,
and team-mate Tom Onslow-Cole benefited from his exclusion in race two

QUALIFYING

Chilton charges torecord pole run

@]ust as at Rockingham, the Fords were the cars to beatin
qualifying. Tom Chilton took another pole - his third from
the last four races — with a superb lap of 1m31.604s, 0.9sec
under the five-year-old qualifying record.

“Itwasa lap from heaven,” he said. “The brakes and tyres
came up to temperature as I came out of Clearways on the
outlap. Itfelt great.”

Onslow-Cole would have been up there too, but a failed ride
height test deleted his previous times and left him ninth.

Gordon Shedden, James Nash (equalling his BTCC best) and
Matt Neal filled the
second to fourth grid
slots, all gettinga
flyerinat the death
despite the threat of
yellow flags spoiling
their laps after

Andrew Jordan

8 Chilton has now taken
three poles from four

gravel at Clearways.
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beached his carinthe

ince pre-season

testing began,

this was the

result the whole

of the British

Touring Car
Championship paddock
knew was coming. At a
sodden Brands Hatch last
weekend Tom Chilton
delivered the first victory
in the series for a car
powered by liquefied
petroleum gas, and followed
it up with another later on
in his Arena Ford Focus,
only to be excluded, giving
the win to his team-mate
Tom Onslow-Cole.

Those wins were no more
deserved than that of Mat
Jackson, who nursed a set of
overheating wet tyres in the
reversed grid finale to take
his first win since switching

to Motorbase Performance.
Unlike Arena and
Motorbase, the Team
Dynamics-run Honda
Racing squad did not win.
But the efforts of Matt
Neal and Gordon Shedden
— the Scotsman tying
with Onslow-Cole as the
weekend’s top points scorer
— helped it to enhance its
own championship position
and wipe out the advantage
of the rival Chevrolet squad.
Chilton’s performance in
race one was as perfect as
they come. Twice he opened
up a five-second lead at the
head of the pack. Twice that
advantage was reduced to
nothing due to the
deployment of the safety
car. A final excellent restart
gave him the buffer he
needed for a landmark win.

The significance of the
result was not lost on
Chilton. First LPG win, first
Ford victory since Anthony
Reid at Oulton Park a decade
earlier and first triumph for
Mike Earle’s Arena
Motorsport squad since
2005 — also a Chilton win,
albeit one achieved in
Honda machinery.

“Before today I’d never
even done a wet lap in this
car, and we’ve done a lot of
running over the winter,” he
said. “I had to push so hard.
T was braking so late into
the corners, but the balance
was great. We’ve been
waiting 10 weeks for some
new Eibach suspension to
arrive, and it’s made a big
difference to the handling.”

Race two, held in even
heavier rain, was just as



RACE RATING
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Amazing race two was best of the
year. Rain spiced up what could
have been turbo domination

Some of these guys need
reaction tests. When you
see the lights, you go”

Rob Collard reveals how to make a good start

ipa S
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REPORT
BTCC BRANDS HATCH

Jamie 0’Leary
"~ reports

KEY MOMENTS

Qualifying Chilton on pole for

third time in four rounds; while

ride height failure relegates

Onslow-Cole

Race 1 Chilton rules wet race to

give LPG first BTCC win. Neal’s

P5 closes points gap to Plato

much of a breeze for
Chilton, even with the car
now 4skg heavier due to
maximum success ballast.
But there was trouble
brewing. Thirty minutes
after the podium
celebrations, news filtered
through the paddock that
Chilton had been excluded
for a technical infringement
and the win handed to his
team-mate Onslow-Cole.
Initially it was thought
that the Focus was
underweight. Later, a failure
of the ride height test was
given as the official reason
for the disqualification.
Nobody seemed to know
what was really going on.
And the implication this
news had on race three was
causing confusion too. Tom

Boardman had been due to
start from pole position
after Chilton had randomly
drawn the number seven
(his race two finishing
position). But with
Boardman now sixth in the
results, surely pole would go
to Motorbase driver Steven
Kane. It did, but only after
an initial grid, with the
Special Tuning UK SEAT on
pole, had been published.

As if that wasn’t
confusing enough, the rain
relented 15 minutes ahead of
the final race start. What to
choose for the damp but
drying track surface? Wets,
slicks or both?

For Onslow-Cole (and
Shedden), slicks were the
answer. Or at least that was
the theory.

In reality, temperatures
were not warm enough and
dry tyres would leave those
that chose them still 2sec
off the pace by the end
of the race.

“I blame Tim Harvey,”
said Onslow-Cole. “After
taking that hollow win in
race two, I wanted a proper
win this time. I was talking
to Tim about my wrong tyre
choice in similar conditions
at Rockingham and he said

''''''''' THE INSIDE LINE

Brands Hatch provided Matt
Hamilton with his first BTCC
pointsfinish. Andit’s fair to
say he was happy about it.
Acareer-best15thonthe
gridforrace one had putthe
THMotorsportdriverina
good mood, although he was
afull1.3seconds slower than

Youngster Hamilton
showed good wet pace

14th-placed Steven Kane.
Butwith therain proving
agreatleveller (hisbestrace
two lap was within 0.8sec of
the benchmark), he was able
tosteer his ageing Civic-R
intoa points finishin 10th,
which became ninth after
Tom Chilton’s exclusion.

Rain the great leveller for points-scoring Hamilton

“It'sthefirsttimeI've been
abletohangwith the usual
midfieldersonrace pace,” he
said. “Iwas keeping up with
Matt Neal; I'm not sure how
pleased he’d have beento
have his carfromabout six
yearsagoon histail.

“Iwas happy enough with
10th, butninthiseven

better. That’llgetusafew

more Independents’
points, so hopefully we’ll
win more tyres with that.”
Hamilton should find
thenextroundat Oulton
Parktougher-atrack he
where he’s never driven
atin-top before.
“Butwe’reonsuch
differenttyresto last year,
the experience from then
was next to useless
anyway,” he said. “It will
beagoodchallenge.”

F—"""F]
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‘fortune favours the brave’
Not today it didn’t.”

So it was wets then.
Certainly the pace shown by
Jackson and Steven Kane in
the Motorbase cars, and by
Boardman, who brilliantly
led for the opening few laps,
indicated so. But with a dry
line beginning to emerge,
and the safety car coming
out early on, the track began
to come to those who had
chosen a mixture of rubber.

“Tim Harvey told me

‘fortune favours the
brave’. Not today..”

Onslow-Cole rues tyre choice

Boardman, who had by
now dropped to third, had
an interesting approach to
cooling down his wets
behind the safety car: “I just
looked for where the most
water was,” he said. “I saw
the wet grass and thought
‘why not drive on it?””

His efforts weren’t
enough though, and two
more safety car periods left
the wet-shod cars as sitting
ducks against the likes of
Neal and Andrew Jordan
with four laps remaining.
They had both gone for
slicks on the front of their
cars and wets on the rear.

Neal, who started back in
13th after retiring from race
two, was on a charge. He
expertly disposed of
Boardman and James Nash

A “f;& Jackson’s tyre gamble paid
K

3 off - just —inrace three
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at Surtees on successive
laps, and then made
identical moves on Rob
Collard’s WSR BMW and
Kane at Westfield to leave
himself a second behind
Jackson with just Sheene,
Stirlings and Clearways left.

Even a two-time BTCC
champion can’t pull back
a second in three corners,
but he did get to within
o.5sec of Jackson by the line
after a fine recovery drive,
albeit one helped by six laps
under caution.

Jackson didn’t care,
though. He’d earned this
one after leaping up from
11th to third by the end of
the opening lap, and
banished the memory of
race two, in which he spun
out of second (which later
became a win) after a
bruising battle with
Onslow-Cole.

“It’s satisfying more than
anything else,” he said after
breaking his duck for
Motorbase. “I was angry
after race two and the battle
with Tom, because if I'd
won that I’d have been
leading the points.

“You can’t run a mixture
of tyres on a BMW, so it was
wets or slicks, and it wasn’t
going to be slicks. There was
nothing left at the end. Half
a lap more and I'd have had
a puncture, that’s how worn
those rears were”

While he was able to hold
off Neal, you wonder if he
could have done likewise »
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BTCC

Round 3/10

V4

AT A GLANCE - FASTEST LAPS
~> Race 1 Chilton

~> Race 2 Matt Neal

~> Race 3 Neal

MacDowall was
punted offin R3

Plato’s points lead was lost
along with car’s electrics

<« to young Alex MacDowall.
The Chevrolet driver, who
had (after Chilton’s
exclusion) scored his first
top-three BTCC finish
earlier in the day, was the
leading contender who had
started on a mixture of
tyres, and had climbed to
fifth (ahead of Neal) by
two-thirds distance.

“We were going along
nicely, but the diff wasn’t
working properly so it was
getting pretty slippery,” he
said. “I was trying all sorts
of lines to try and get grip,
but on one lap I tried a wide
one at Clearways and it
didn’t work because there

4Pinkney got past andi

was too much moisture.
Dave Pinkney (himself a
genuine podium contender
until a gearbox fault led to
an off at Druids) got past
and then along came ‘Mr
turbo nutter’ [Chilton] and
put me off at Paddock”
Chilton proclaimed his
innocence, but was suffering
himself. A bent exhaust
began to melt away part of
his rear bumper (at 760
degrees Celsius) and filled
the Focus’s cockpit with
toxic fumes during the final
stages. Chilton, who was on
the verge of pulling in,
soldiered on to finish sixth,
but was taken to the medical

then along came ‘Mr tyrbo

nutter’ and put me off”

MacDowall vents ther Cililton clash
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centre afterwards for checks.

None of that was of much
consolation to MacDowall,
who was stuck in the gravel
with a broken wheel, but he
laid down a marker for the
season ahead nonetheless.
Unfortunately for the
Chevrolet squad, the same
could not be said for his
more illustrious team-mate
Jason Plato.

A precautionary engine
change limited his practice
mileage and left him to
qualify down in seventh —
which was one place higher
than he finished race one.
The rest of the day was
pointless though, potential
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KEY MOMENTS

Race 2 Chilton’s exclusion gives

Onslow-Cole closest BTCC win

ever from Shedden by 0.009sec

Race 3 Neal’s charge on wet/dry

tyre mixture comes up a lap short

as wet-shod Jackson takes first

Motorbase win

good hauls in the next

two each going south as
electrical problems put him
out on both occasions.

As if that were not bad
enough, his 13-point
championship lead has now
been erased, with Neal on
the same number of points
as his bitter rival, albeit
ahead on a tie-break due
to having won more races
this year.

Honda, in fact, found
itself at the head of all three
championships it is entered
for (plus Tech-Speed
Honda-mounted Paul
O’Neill leading the
Independents’ standings
with Kane) and could even
have had a victory in race
two had the unthinkable not

happened to leader Shedden.

“The safety car was
coming in and, as I began
to accelerate through
Clearways, the thing

suddenly snapped sideways
at about 9o degrees to the
track,” he said of the
incident that cost him eight
places. “It was as if T had a
rear-wheel drive Civic!”

He fought back well to
take third at the flag, but
was gutted to miss out on
second to Onslow-Cole by
just 0.009sec after getting
a great run on him out of
the last corner of the race.
Imagine how the usually
cheery Scot must have felt
when he found out about
Chilton’s disqualification,
and how he was now the
losing party in the BTCC’s
closest finish of all time.

He got close to beating
a Focus, but in reality the
Arena cars had the legs on
the field. Team boss Earle
says the car is only at 75 per
cent of its potential at the
moment. A worrying
thought for the rest. &

Shedden lost out to Onslow-
Colein closest ever finish




AT A GLANCE - LAP LEADERS

~> Race 1 Chilton

~> Race 2 Gordon Shedden/Chilton
~> Race 3 Tom Boardman/Jackson

REPORT
BTCC BRANDS HATCH

I don’t mind him crashing
as long as he’s fast”

A cheery Mike Jordan after son Andrew binned
his Eurotech Vauxhall in qualifying

DRIVER BY DRIVER

JASON PLATO (8/R/R)

reward for the former
points leader. He’11
be fired up at Oulton.

ROB COLLARD (4/12/4)

Was unlucky in R2,

but held his own in
further encounters
on a difficult day.

PAUL O°NEILL (6/4/R)

Engine failure on R3
warm-up lap robbed him
of a chance to lead
the championship.

MARTIN JOHNSON CR/R/NS)

ALEX MACDOWALL (7/3/R)

First podium and could
have won R3 if Chilton

hadn’t knocked him off.
Very impressive.

ANDY NEATE (14/R/13)

Found the gravel on both
days and was among the
slowest in the wet.
Relieved to head home.

JOHN GEORGE (NS/NS/NS)

Engine problem, engine
change, another engine
problem.. You really felt
for the guy at Brands.

MATT HAMILTON (12/9/12)

MATT NEAL (5/R/2)

If Rockingham showed the
old Matt is back, Brands
provided more evidence.

R3 charge was pure class.

MAT JACKSON (10/11/1)

e )

Major problems on
Saturday, but responded
with maturity and pace
to take R3 victory.

ANDREW JORDAN (R/5/5)

Blighted by a misfire
all weekend, but still
managed a pair of great
top-five finishes.

SHAUN HOLLAMBY (R/R/NS)

GORDON SHEDDEN (2/2/9)

Top points scorer over
the weekend with Onslow-
Cole. Threw away R2 win
with awful restart.

STEVEN KANE (11/7/3)

Another great recovery
to claima good result
from a weekend that
started badly.

DAVID PINKNEY (R/8/R)

Abit of a revelation and
a genuine contender for a

podium in R3. The result
will come this year.

LEA WOOD (13/R/11)

Equalled best qualifying
performance, but Rl
collision with Plato put
him on the back foot.

Generally flawless and
took first Focus win.
But MacDowall’s R3

DNF was his fault.

ARTHUR FORSTER (R/R/15)

Ended up in the gravel
three times. A tough day
for the Geordie, who’s
still learning the ropes.

TOM BOARDMAN (9/6/8)

Deserved his three
points finishes and
held his own in R3. Has
impressed a lot in 2010.

TOM ONSLOW-COLE (3/1/10)

Consistent all weekend
for his first podium and
win since 2008. Wrong R3
tyre choice cost him.

MARTIN DEPPER (15/R/14)

Outqualified team-mate
on debut, and in an older
car. Took time to get up
to speed in the wet.

NEXT ROUND
Oulton
Park (GB)

Unlucky to lose points
finish on last lap of R3,
but showed pace and could
be a regular points man.

Another driveshaft went,
but error in R2 did
underside damage that
ended his day early.

Scored first points and
stayed with midfielders
for the first time in
his BTCC career.

Wet-weather star before
spin in R1l. Broken clutch
and overheating engine
ended his day early.

June 5

RE S U LTS British Touring Car Championship,Brands Hatch GP (GB), May 1-2, round 3 of 10

GRID RACE 1 - 18 LAPS, 41.418 MILES RACE 2 - 18 LAPS, 41.418 MILES RACE 3 -18 LAPS, 41.418 MILES
R POS DRIVER (NATIONALITY) TEAM CAR TIME/REASON GRID POS DRIVER TIME/REASON GRID POS DRIVER TIME/REASON GRID
1:31.604 s5peppey | 1 Tom Chilton (GB) Arena Motorsport Ford Focus ST 33m15.656s 1 1 Onslow-Cole 34m03.212s 3 1 Jackson  32m50.721s 11

32, ordon Shedden onda (Team Dynamics) Honda Civic +5.783s edden  +0.009s ea +0.469s

1:32.05 | 2 Gordon Shedden (GB) Honda (Team Dynamics) Honda Civi 5.783 2 2 Shedd 0.009 2 2 Neal 0.469 13
mls _ 3 TomOnslow-Cole (GB)  Arena Motorsport Ford Focus ST +8.935s 9 3 MacDowall +0.785s 7 3 Kane +1.708s 1
o ‘1‘:"3"-2‘524 4 Rob Collard (GB) WSR BMW 320st +14.384s 5 4 0’'Neill  +0.949s 6 4 Collard  +5.043s 12
e ] 5 Matt Neal (GB) Honda (Team Dynamics) Honda Civic +15.191s 4 5 Jordan +1.783s 16 5 Jordan +7.838s 3
1:32.463 gemounr| 6 Paul 0°Neill (GB) Tech-Speed Motorsport Honda Integra-R +17.104s 10 6 Boardman +3.854s 9 6 Chilton  +11.297s 20

1:32.473 | 7 Alex MacDowall (GB) Chevrolet (RML) Chevrolet Cruze +19.660s 6 7 Kane +5,082s 11 7 Nash +14.136s 10
7PLATO 8 JasonPlato (GB) Chevrolet (RML) Chevrolet Cruze +19.903s 7 8 Pinkney +5,252s 19 8 Boardman +18.442s 2
D) Hﬂzk%lg 9  Tom Boardman (GB) Special Tuning UK SEAT Leon TFSIT +21.862s 11 9 Hamilton +7.521s 12 9 Shedden  +19.379s 6
m' ’ 10 Mat Jackson (GB) Motorbase Performance BMW 320si +36.187s 13 10 Nash +9.356s 21 10 Ons-Cole +19.384s 7
152,20 e | 11 Steven Kane (GB) Motorbase Performance BMM 320si +39.271s 14 11 Jackson  +10.975s 10 11 Wood +21.822s 18

1:32.884 | 12 Matt Hamilton (GB) TH Motorsport Honda Civic-R +39.661s 15 12 Collard  +27.144s 4 12 Hamilton +23.700s 9
T1 BOARDWAN 13 Lea Wood (GB) Wood Racing Honda Integra-R +46.011s 17 R Hollamby 17 laps-acc damage 20 13 Neate +21.392s 15
132907 omwey | 14 Andy Neate (GB) WSR BMW 320si +51.388s 16 R Neal 14 laps-flywheel 5 14 Depper  +41.831s 14

132920 | 15 Martin Depper (GB) Forster Motorsport BMW 320si +1m45.748s 20 R Johnson 12 laps-overheating 17 15 Forster -2 laps 17
}3;2“_5"853"" Andrew Jordan (GB) Eurotech Racing Vauxhall Vectra 17 laps- misfire 8 R Depper 11 laps-accident 15 R Pinkney 10 laps-accident 8

JMME. | R Martin Johnson (GB) Boulevard Team Racing Vauxhall Astra Coupe 16 laps-alternator 22 R Neate 4 laps-accident 14 R MacDowall 10 laps-accident 5
T5 RANICTON R Arthur Forster (GB) Forster Motorsport BMW 320s1 15 laps-accident 21 R Plato 3 laps-electrical 8 R Plato 0 laps-sensor 16
1:30.18 e | R David Pinkney(GB) Pinkney Motorsport  Vauxhall Vectra 7 laps-accident 12 R Forster 1 lap-accident 18 R 0’Neill 0 laps-engine 4

1:34.164 | R Shaun Hollamby (GB) AmD Milltek Racing Volkswagen Golf 5 lap-driveshaft 19 R Wood 0 laps-accident 13 NS George Engine 19
et R James Nash (GB) Triple 8 Engineering Vauxhall Vectra 0 laps-accident 3 EX Chilton  Ride height failure 1 NS Hollamby Acc damage

{“3"25“3"1%5 NS John George (GB) Tech-Speed Motorsport Honda Integra-R Engine 18 NS George Engine NS Johnson  Clutch
19 HOLLAMBY
BRI 3 DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 5 Jackson 53

1:36.031 POS DRIVER PTS 6  Shedden 50
e A

22 JOHNSON - " Race 1 Winner’s average: 74.71mph. Fastest lap: Chilton, 1m41.919s, 81.27mph.

Bas2cs 3 Kane 9 9 Glovanardi 38 Race 2 Winner’s average: 72.97mph. Fastest lap: Neal, 1m42.176s, 81.06mph.

4 0’Neill 56 10 Chilton 32 Race 3 Winner’s average: 75.65mph. Fastest lap: Neal 1m38.992s, 83.67mph.
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BRANDS GP
% Great Britain

May 1-2
TOCA supports
Round 3/10

RENAULT CLIO CUP AT A GLANCE
-> Race 1 Dave Newsham

-> Race 2 Lee Pattison

->» Poles Newsham x2

-> Fastest laps Newsham/Jack Goff

Stevens’ hard

work paid off

N

CLIO CUP & FORMULA RENAULT UK ROUND 3

Pattison
ends Dave’s
Clio run

enaultsport’s Scottish
RHighlands contingent

travelled a long way to
Brands Hatch, but after
qualifying it looked as
though they’d get their
reward. From Inverness,
Dave Newsham had taken
pole for both Clio Cup
races; from Golspie (almost
as far to the north of Brands
as Toulouse is to the
south!), Lewis Williamson
had done the double in
Formula Renault UK.

By the end of racing, just
one of those poles had been
converted to a win, courtesy
of Newsham. In the other
Clio race he was defeated by
an inspired Lee Pattison,
while Williamson threw
away victory on the last lap
of the only single-seater
race run — the other was
cancelled due to rain —
in favour of Will Stevens.

Newsham’s win on
Saturday featured a
domination rarely seen in
Clio racing. The Team Pyro
man extended his series
lead with a romp to victory
by more than five seconds
from Sam Tordoff. “It was
one of the best races I've
ever driven,” beamed
Newsham. Tordoff
acknowledged: “Dave
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disappeared through my
sunstrip and I just had to
drive my own race.”

James Colburn shadowed
Tordoff to take his second
consecutive podium for the
Westbourne Motorsport
team, as team-mate Robert
Gaffney fended off Jake
Packun for fourth.

Packun’s efforts to pass
Gaffney ended when he
crashed at Paddock on the
last lap, the damage putting
him out for the weekend.

Pattison struggled
to ninth. Fuel-pump failure
in qualifying had left him
ninth on the grid for both
races, and in the first race he
was forced to use the clutch
manually due to an upshift
snag. All was put right for
race two, and the JHR driver,
who needs finance to
complete his season, was
on fire in the rain.

First Newsham led, then
Mike Robinson moved in
front. When Robinson slid
onto the grass, JHR duo
Fulvio Mussi and Tom
Carnaby moved to first and
second. Pattison, who lay
fourth, said: “My car was
very lively for the first half
of the race and I’d have
accepted fourth, given my
weekend so far. But when I

EBREY/LAT

noticed my team-mates
were one-two, I thought,
‘T'm having some of that!””
With two and a half laps
remaining, Pattison lunged
at Mussi at Surtees to make
the winning move: “I tried
not to run him wide but I
had that much understeer...”
Newsham also made
progress to recover to
second, from Carnaby and
Mussi. Tordoff was out of
luck, a first-corner hit from
Mussi putting him out and
forcing Colburn into a spin.
In Formula Renault,
Williamson was the star
of qualifying. He looked
absolutely at one with the
GP circuit to take pole in
the morning by 0.383sec
from Manor Competition
team-mate Will Stevens.
On slicks in the damp of
the afternoon, he pipped
Fortec’s Tom Blomgvist and
Stevens, who felt that traffic
had delayed him on the
crucial drying last lap.

Williamson led, but
made a costly error

With the first race
abandoned (see Sports Extra
News), Williamson blitzed
the early laps of race two.
The track was slippery but
all were on slicks, and the
Manor man built a 2.2sec
lead on lap one as Stevens
worked his way past
Blomgvist into Surtees.

Series leader Tamas Pal
Kiss made it by his fast-
starting Atech GP team-
mate Nick Yelloly to take
fourth on the third lap, then
set after Blomgvist, the
Hungarian finally demoting
the Anglo-Swede with a
ruthless round-the-outside
sweep into Paddock. He
chased Stevens, but ran off
the road at Hawthorns,
bucked across the grass as
he rotated, and rejoined still
in third, having lost only
four seconds!

Up front, Stevens
trimmed Williamson’s lead
to 1.1sec. The circuit curfew
loomed, and after 11 laps the
teams learned that there
was just one to go. Radios
aren’t allowed, so the leader
thought there were still
three laps remaining...

“My pitboard said there
were three minutes,” said
the crestfallen Scot, who
had clipped a kerb at
Stirlings — with just two
corners to go — and spun
down to seventh. “I was
pushing because Will was
catching. If I'd known it
was the last lap I could

Pattison overcame car
problems for race two win

have slowed down.”
Williamson’s mistake
also benefited Harry
Tincknell (CRS Racing),
who started from the back
of the grid after an electrical
shutdown on the first lap of
qualifying. The Rockingham
winner sliced through the
pack, but Team Firstair’s
David McDonald proved an
impossible nut to crack and
fought a stout defence to
take fifth from Tincknell,
the recovering Williamson
and Alex Lynn, who
bounced back well from
a qualifying crash.
@ Marcus Simmons

RESULTS

Renault Clio Cup (14 laps) 1 Dave
Newsham; 2 Sam Tordoff +5.285s;
3 James Colburn; 4 Robert Gaffney;
5 Fulvio Mussi; 6 Mike Robinson.
Fastest lap Newsham 1m39.621s
(83.14mph). Race 2 (12 laps)

1 Lee Pattison; 2 Newsham
+1.348s; 3 Tom Carnaby; 4 Mussi;
5 Robinson; 6 Jack Goff. FL Goff
1m49.168s (75.87mph). Points

1 Newsham, 182; 2 Pattison, 140;
3 Robinson, 125; 4 Colburn, 117;

5 Tordoff, 111; 6 Mussi, 100.
Formula Renault UK (12 laps)

1 Will Stevens; 2 Tamas Pal Kiss
+6.677s; 3 Tom Blomqvist; 4 Nick
Yelloly; 5 David McDonald; 6 Harry
Tincknell; 7 Lewis Williamson;

8 Alex Lynn; 9 Jesse Laine; 10 Victor
Correa. FL Williamson 1m26.305s
(95.97mph). Points 1 Kiss, 142;

2 Stevens, 137; 3 Tincknell, 130;

4 Williamson, 112; 5 Blomgyvist, 101;
6 Ollie Millroy, 68.



GINETTA JUNIOR AT A GLANCE
~> Race 1 Jody Fannin

~> Race 2 Jake Hill
-> Poles Hill x2

-> Fastest laps Tom Ingram/Hill

Things all went well today.
I guess that it makes up

a bit for yesterday”
Jake Hill reflects on a better Sunday at Brands

REPORTS
TOCA BRANDS GP

»» For more reports see p106

Sports

Page 101

OTHER BTCC SUPPORTS MAY 1-2

Fannin’s victory;

Ingram’s

o far this year, Ginetta

s Junior frontrunner
Jake Hill has won

the second race at each

meeting, a feat he continued

at Brands Hatch. But after

a disastrous first race, it

wasn’t enough to prevent

Tom Ingram leapfrogging

him in the points table.

First-season racer Jody
Fannin has showed real
pace on occasion, and on
Saturday it all came good
for the Surrey youngster.
Showing he meant business,
he intimated polesitter Hill
at the start. Bad quickly
went to worse for Hill and
an opening-lap clash with
Sarah Moore ultimately led
to his exclusion on driving
standards grounds.

Up front, Fannin refused
to be flustered by a safety
car period and constant
pressure from his TJ
Motorsport team-mate Tom
Howard and Thruxton race
winner Ingram; the trio
blanketed by under a quarter
of a second. Hill’s superb
recovery drive from 15th to
fourth counted for nought,
placing greater emphasis on
Sunday’s wet race.

The local lad made
amends 24 hours later, Hill
going clear of Ingram after
a safety car period. David
Moore made the most of
his sister Sarah’s touch on
Howard, which sent the pair
off at the high-speed
Hawthorns, to claim third

Caine took fine wet-
weather victory

title lead

place. Fannin was an
opening lap casualty.

The Porsche Carrera Cup
status quo was preserved
between Tim Harvey and
Michael Caine over the
weekend’s action, with each
man taking a win, a second
and a pole. But neither took
a fastest lap: that honour in
both of the wet races went
to young charger Tom
Bradshaw in a car reshelled
following his heavy
Rockingham crash.

Caine broke Harvey’s
four-in-a-row winning
streak in the first race,
and did it in style. The
Motorbase Performance-run
car dealer pulled at least a
second on Harvey over each
of the first six laps, and was
in a class of his own. “The
car was fantastic on the first
five laps,” smiled Caine.

Harvey turned the tables
later in the day, but first the
Redline Racing veteran had
to fend off a highly-charged
attack from Scottish
youngster Glynn Geddie.
The Team Parker Racing
man hounded Harvey over
the first few laps, but then it
became clear his tyres were
beginning to fade. Caine and
Bradshaw both went past,
and Charlie Bateman was a
threat until he slid off.

“Glynn was quick into
the corners and slow out,”
said Harvey. “I just drove
my own race and after a
few laps he dropped away,

Fannin (leading) withstood
pressure for Ginetta Junior win

which gave me a nice gap.”
Bradshaw’s move on
Geddie atoned for the earlier
race, in which he had also
demoted the Aberdonian
before they clashed a couple
of corners later, tipping the
Lancastrian off the road.
After this, Geddie
shadowed Parker team-mate
Stephen Jelley, the ex-BTCC
man taking his first podium
after a strong drive from
seventh to third. Euan
Hankey made it Parker
triplets just behind them,
after a dreadful qualifying
in which he admitted going
off on both sets of tyres.
Ollie Jackson was once
again up with the big boys
in race one and should have
romped to Pro-Am 1
honours, but a series of
incidents left the class in
the hands of Lithuanian
Jonas Gelzinis, who took his
first win. Jackson made up
for it later on to lead Tony

Gilham and Gelzinis.

The Ginetta G50s were
no less dramatic than their
smaller counterparts, with
title contenders Frank
Wrathall and Carl Breeze
both enduring dramas as
well as taking race wins. As
the field lined up for race
one, Wrathall’s car was
pushed off the grid, a fuel
pipe having split.

Breeze kept Chris
Dittmann at bay until the
last lap when Dittmann
slowed out of Druids, his
gearlever detached. Stuck
in second gear, he failed to
complete the lap, dropping
to 12th. Dittmann’s misery
was Tom Sharp’s joy, the
IDL driver taking second
ahead of Benji Hetherington.

Breeze later doubled his
tally as Sharp kept him
under real pressure, a mere
0.208 seconds blanketing
them. Hetherington was
again third, while Wrathall
blitzed from 17th to fourth.

It was Breeze’s turn to
suffer on Sunday when he
pitted on the warm-up lap
with ignition relay failure.
Wrathall clawed back
points with victory over
Hetherington, Dittmann
and the improving Adam
Morgan. Breeze joined in
two laps down to finish 13th.
@ Dud Candler & M Simmons

RESULTS
Ginetta Junior (8 laps) 1 Jody
Fannin; 2 Tom Howard +0.098s;

EBREY/LAT

3 Tom Ingram; 4 David Moore;

5 Chris Swanwick; 6 Jake Giddings.
Fastest lap Ingram 1m49.390s
(75.72mph) establishes record.
Race 2 (7 laps) 1 Jake Hill; 2 Ingram
+3.975s; 3 Moore; 4 Swanwick; 5
Louise Richardson; 6 Adam Bonham.
FL Hill2m02.094s (67.84mph).
Points 1 Ingram, 157; 2 Hill, 145;

3 Moore, 134; 4 Richardson, 122;

5 Howard, 111; 6 Alex Austin, 110.
Porsche Carrera Cup (16 laps)

1 Michael Caine; 2 Tim Harvey
+10.278s; 3 Stephen Jelley; 4 Glynn
Geddie; 5 Euan Hankey; 6 Michael
Meadows. Class winners Jonas
Gelzinis; Steve Parish. FL Tom
Bradshaw 1m38.290s (84.27mph).
Race 2 (17 laps) 1 Harvey; 2 Caine
+1.830s; 3 Bradshaw; 4 Geddie;

5 Charlie Bateman; 6 Hankey.

CW Ollie Jackson; Paul Mace. FL
Bradshaw 1m38.002s (84.52mph).
Points 1 Harvey, 124; 2 Caine, 112;
3 Geddie, 75; 4 Hankey, 70;

5 Bradshaw, 54; 6 Jackson, 52.
Ginetta G50 Cup (10 laps)

1 Carl Breeze; 2 Tom Sharp +5.057s;
3 Benji Hetherington; 4 Stephen
Tyldsley; 5 Adam Morgan; 6 Aaron
Williamson. CW Colin White.

FL Breeze 1m32.909s (89.15mph).
Race 2 (14 laps) 1 Breeze; 2 Sharp
+0.208s; 3 Hetherington; 4 Frank
Wrathall; 5 Williamson; 6 Tyldsley.
CW Simon Hill. FL Wrathall
1m32.578s (89.47mph) record.
Race 3 (16 laps) 1 Wrathall;

2 Hetherington +1.441s; 3 Dittmann;
4 Morgan; 5 Alice Powell; 6 Julien
Draper. CW Hill. FL Mark Davies
1m43.728s (79.85mph). Points

1 Breeze, 255; 2 Wrathall, 251;

3 Hetherington, 183; 4 Sharp, 166;
5 Dittmann, 141; 6 Morgan, 134.
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SILVERSTONE

P
#=2\x GREAT BRITAIN

May 1-2
World GT
Round 2/10

AT A GLANCE
=> Qualifying race

Thomas Accary/Frederic Makowiecki

~> Championship race

Warren Hughes/Jamie Campbell-Walter

k\__i//—\ﬁ

—

QUALIFYING
Turner prize for Aston boy Darren

Three different Aston Martin DBR9s topped each of the

qualifying rounds, but it was local boy Darren Turner
who came out on top in the final 10-minute shootout between
thetop eight. The Brit needed just two flying laps to jump to
the top spot and give team-mate Tomas Enge pole position
for the qualifying race.

The Young Driver AMR team kept its powder dry at the start
of the session before releasing its man. Turner went second on
hisfirst flying lap and then eclipsed Hexis Aston Martin driver
Frederic Makowiecki for pole by nearly halfasecond.

“The first lap was okay, though a bit ragged,” said the pole
winner. “I calmed down and put a nice clear lap together.”

Michael Krumm claimed third, just over two tenths behind
the Hexis Aston, a result that started a weekend of surprises
for the Sumo Power Nissan squad.

Team-mate Hughes qualified fifth behind Andrea Bertolini
inthe lead Vitaphone Maserati. Hughes set his time onold
tyres, after Jamie Campbell-Walter needed two bites of the
cherry to haul the car into qualifying session three.
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fyou’d told the
Sumo Power
Nissan team in
January that it
would win a
round of the FTA
GT1 World Championship
at the second time of
asking, you’d have been
laughed out of town. If
you’d suggested at last
month’s Abu Dhabi series
opener that a home victory
at Silverstone was on the
cards, you’d have got the
same reaction. A maiden
win still looked some way
off as the flag fell on Sunday
afternoon, yet when the
results were published,
Sumo drivers Warren
Hughes and Jamie
Campbell-Walter were
declared winners of
the Tourist Trophy.

The third place in which
Campbell-Walter crossed
the line in his Nissan GT-R
was a victory of sorts for a
team that didn’t even exist
at the start of the year.

It was an impressive turn-
around by a squad that
notched up a best finish of
11th in Abu Dhabi after
being handed a 30kg weight
penalty before the event.

Sumo’s march up the
results sheet continued
after the race. The second-
placed Hexis Aston
Martin drive by Frederic
Makowiecki and Thomas
Accary was awarded a
15-second time penalty
because the latter had
waited too long to take a
drive-through, promoting
Hughes and Campbell-
Walter to P2.

Campbell-Walter celebratesP3. |~
Heand Hughes were winners later &= '.Hrr :

Campbell-Walter/Hughes
Nissaninherited victory

> P | . e .- ol .
Sumo wrestles win from Aston duo
Aston Martin’s DBR9 shone on home soil, but was denied a 1-2 by the stewards.
Their ruling meant a British-run Nissan GT-R inherited the famous Tourist Trophy

Second then became first
when the winning Aston
Martin, the Young Driver
AMR entry driven by
Darren Turner and Tomas
Enge, was excluded from the
main event, Sunday’s
‘championship’race. Its
underfloor skid plank,
mandatory on the new
breed of GT1 machinery,
had worn beyond the
prescribed limits, and
the car was out.

There were bemused
celebrations down at the
Sumo pit.

“You’d prefer to do it on
the track, but a win’s a win,”
said Hughes. “Even third
was an incredible result
for a such a new team,
especially on home ground.
This does feel strange,
but we’ll take it.”
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Cracking racing behind Astons,
which were always in control.
Except in the stewards’ room

Sport can be cruel sometimes,
but I enjoyed being a Tourist

Trophy winner for a few hours”
Darren Turner mulls over his
disqualification from the TT

WORLD GT SILVERSTONE

Gary Watkins
reports

KEY MOMENTS CHAMPIONSHIP RACE

Lap 8 Race goes green and

Makowiecki makes a break

Lap 15 Leader pits but driver

error results in penalty

Lap 23 Accary takes drive-

through, four laps too late

The Nissan GT-R, now
running sokg lighter than in
Abu Dhabi after a Balance
of Performance adjustment,
was in the mix straightaway
on the revised Silverstone
Arena circuit, or at least
the two Sumo cars were.
Both made it through to
the final eight in qualifying,
Michael Krumm and
Hughes ending up third
and fifth respectively.

Even so, they weren’t
predicting great things
for the race.

“We’re better than
expected and improving all
the time,” said Hughes. “We
even made changes to the
car during qualifying, but
I think we’re going to find
it tough in the race”

The Nissan runs to a
higher base weight limit
than its rivals, though it
does have more power to
compensate. That and the

Reiter Lambo moved up
to third after strongrace

car’s high centre of gravity
were expected to take a toll
on its Michelin tyres over a
race distance.
Campbell-Walter and
Hughes finished fifth in the
qualifying race on Saturday
and then began their ascent
up the leaderboard when
the race that counts began.
Hughes took Jos Menten
in the best of the Reiter
Lamborghinis on lap two
and, after a five-lap safety
car period, chased pole
winner Turner all the way
to the mandatory mid-race
pitstops. A second tardy
stop of the weekend for the
Sumo car lost Campbell-
Walter three places, but he
was quickly able to fight
his way past two ailing
Vitaphone Maseratis driven
by Michael Bartels
(struggling with a damaged
car after Andrea Bertolini
was hit from two sides)

Turner/Enge Aston lost the
win over skid-plank wear

and Miguel Ramos (who
had suffered engine woes).
Campbell-Walter sealed
some silverware when he
dived down the inside of
the Reiter Lambo at Copse
with five laps to go. The
Murcielago R-SV, now
driven by impressive GT1
debut Frank Kechele, had
“run out of tyres”, according
to team boss Hans Reiter.
Had the best of the Sumo

Nissans not lost a handful
of seconds in the pits and a
bundle more bottled up
behind slower cars on the
track as a result, Campbell-
Walter might have been up
with the Hexis Aston, post
drive-through. But for the
penalty, the Nissan would
have been nowhere near.
Quite simply, the Aston
Martin DBR9 was in a class
of its own around the new

3.67-mile Silverstone.
That advantage was plain
to see. Enge and Turner
finished fourth in the
qualifying race, despite
making two extra stops to
take a rap on the knuckles.
The Czech driver cut
the pitlane entry line as he
made his stop, which
resulted in Turner getting
a drive-through. The only
problem was that the »
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Makowiecki (1) and Hirschi DBR9s
lead away at the start of mainrace

<« Brit didn’t know why, and
then repeated the offence.

“When the team told me,
I said: ‘Sorry boys, I think
we may have a problem!””
he explained. “I knew I'd
made the same mistake.”

The compounded error
resulted in a stop-go,
which left Enge and Turner
fourth in a race won by
Makowiecki and Accary
from Hexis Aston Martin
team-mates Jonathan Hirshi
and Clivio Piccione.

A further illustration of
the Aston’s advantage came
in the main event. Stefan
Mucke started from the
back, sustained a puncture

Hezemans’ burning Chevy
brought out the safety car
Lo E
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after a hit from Romain
Grosjean in the Matech Ford
and still finished sixth on
the road, right on the tail

of the Hegersport Maserati
driven by Matteo Bobbi

and the modifications that
have created the so-called
Arena section didn’t affect
the V12-engined
contender’s liking for the
place. What’s more, the

“Hirschi backed me up in the slow stuff

and left me no opportunity to get past,

but I understand the tactics”

Darren Turner had to make his way to the front

and Bert Longin, and less

than a second behind the

Menten/Kechele Lambo.
The Aston has

always excelled around

Silverstone’s fast sweeps,

DBR9 was given a s50kg
weight break under the BoP
rules ahead of round two of
the world championship.
That break, and a larger-
diameter air-restrictor

awarded before Abu Dhabi,
may not have been the
reason the Aston Martin
won both races on the road,
but it was the reason why
the DBR9 dominated.

The only question ahead
of the main event was
which of the Astons was
going to win the race.

Turner made it into third
at the start and then had to
sit behind the two Hexis
cars during the safety-car
period, precipitated by
Mike Hezemans’ Phoenix/
Carsport Chevrolet catching
fire as a result of a fuel leak.
He then could only watch as
the leader eked out a handy

advantage as Hexis played
the team game when the
race went green.

“He [Hirschi] backed me
up in the slow stuff and left
me no opportunity to get
past,” said Turner. “I could
see the gap to the other car
growing, but I understand
the tactics”

The Young Driver car
pitted as soon as the pits
opened and some quick laps
by Enge meant he was less
than two seconds behind
Accary when the pitstops
were complete. The gap
came down to half a second
before the Czech driver was
told of the leader’s penalty,
the result of the GT1
newcomer restarting
the engine before the car
was off its airjacks.

Tt looked like Enge was
backing off, waiting for
Accary to take the stop-go.
Actually, he was trying to
conserve his tyres after
“overcooking” them in the
early laps after taking over
the car. Was he confident
that he could have
overtaken the leader?

“Not really,” he said.

Accary waited seven laps
before pitting, when the
rules state that a drive-
through must be taken
within three laps of the
team being notified. Hexis
claimed a radio problem
caused the delay.

That may be the case, but
Accary definitely gained by
staying out on the track.
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I had a radio problem and WORLD GT SILVERSTONE

couldn’t hear the pits.
Finally I saw my pitboard”

Thomas Accary explains why he ignored
the drive-through penalty board

Accary/Makowiecki
won ‘qualifying’ race

Grosjean’s Ford hit Mucke’s

Had he pitted earlier, he !
Aston and spun on first lap

may not have resumed in
second and would have
had a fight on his hands.
The second Hexis car, in
which Piccione spun after
sustaining a puncture
shortly after taking over,
was also penalised for a
pitstop infringement after
the race, but the car was
out of the points anyway.
If the Aston was the big
winner on the BoP swing-
o-meter at Silverstone, the
loser was the Chevrolet
Corvette C6.R. It was
handed a 40kg penalty in
the run-up to the weekend.
“The car is so difficult
to drive now, it’s an animal,
and after four laps the tyres
are dead,” said Hezemans
before the race. “The

Astons are going to blow
us and everyone else away.
How can this be fair?”

finished second and third at
Abu Dhabi, failed to trouble

The Chevy, which

the scorers at Silverstone.

Ditto the other star from

reasons for the Ford’s lack

“The car is so difficult to drive now.

The Astons are going to blow us and

everyone else away. How can this be fair?”

Chevy driver Mike Hezemans bemoans the Corvette’s extra ballast

track didn’t favour the

straight-line speed.

The Maserati, as usual,
was in the mix, though
Bartels and Bertolini
couldn’t repeat their third
place from the qualifying
race. The #1 Vitaphone
MCi12 was never the same

Maserati, the Nissan

and the Lamborghini at
Silverstone in the wake of
the latest round of BoP
tweaks. There’s still a bit of
tinkering to be done, but
then “we won’t hear any
more about this for the

Yas Marina, the Matech of pace last weekend. nimble Ford in the same after Bertolini’s accident next two years”.
Ford driven by Grosjean Grosjean and Mutsch had way as Yas Marina Circuit and took eighth at the end. At least that’s what
and Thomas Mutsch. to contend with 4okg of and the speed traps showed There wasn’t a lot series boss Stephane

There were multiple

success ballast, the British

that it was down on

to choose between the

Ratel is promising. &

RE S U LTS GT1 World Championship, Silverstone (GB), May 1-2, round 2 of 10

28 LAPS, 102.648 MILES QUALIFYING QUAL RACE: 30 LAPS, 109.980 MILES

P0S DRIVERS TEAM CAR TIME . POS DRIVERS TIME

1 Warren Hughes (GB)/Jamie Campbell-Walter (GB) Sumo Power GT Nissan GT-R 1h0Lnd6.717s |ER  ZMMOMECKL | ) Accary/Makowiecki 1h02n00. 6925
2 Frederic Makowiecki (F)/Thomas Accary (F) Hexis AMR Aston Martin DBR9 +1.885s T TR 2 Piccione/Hirschi +3.577s

3 Jos Menten (NL)/Frank Kechele (D) Reiter Engineering Lamborghini MurcielagoR-SV +10.284s 1:59.50 1:59.78 3 Bartels/Bertolini +4.,935s

4 Matteo Bobbi (I)/Bert Longin (B) Hegersport (Vitaphone) Maserati MC12 +10.875s STIGHES  GHIRSAT 4 Enge/Turner +21.880s

5 Stefan Mucke (D)/Christoffer Nygaard (DK) Young Driver AMR (Fischer) Aston Martin DBR9 +11.051s 2:00.46 2:00.57 5 Campbell-Walter/Hughes +29.745s

6 Alex Margaritis (GR)/Altfrid Heger (D) Hegersport (Vitaphone) Maserati MC12 +11.787s THENTEN  BKOX 6 Kechele/Menten +33.488s

7 AndreaBertolini (I)/Michael Bartels (D) Vitaphone Racing Maserati MC12 +19.310s il LA 7 Kumpen/Hezemans +40.752s

8 Bas Leinders (B)/Maxime Martin (B) Marc VDS Racing Team Ford GT +22.413s HENNERICT 10 NYGAARD 8  Dumbreck/Krumm +40.852s

9 SeijiAra (J)/Max Nilsson (S) Swiss Racing Team Nissan GT-R +21.708s B3 9 Ramos/Bernoldi +47.687s
10 Markus Palttala (FIN)/Renaud Kuppens (B) Marc VDS Racing Team Ford GT +28.790s W W 10 Haase/Kox +49.958s
11 Xavier Maassen (NL)/Nicolas Armindo (F) Mad-Croc Racing (DKR) Chevrolet Corvette C6.R  +35.507s o o 11 Hennerici/Zuber +50.581s
12 Dominik Schwager (D)/Nicky Pastorelli (NL)  All-inkl.comMunnich  Lamborghini MurcielagoR-SV +58.724s [SEMDS e 12 Armindo/Maassen +1m06.514s
13 Jonathan Hirschi (CH)/Clivio Piccione (MC) Hexis AMR Aston Martin DBR9 +1m25.799s 13 Kuismanen/Gavin +1m10.589s
R Oliver Gavin (GB)/Pertti Kuismanen (FIN) Mad-Croc Racing (SRT)  Chevrolet Corvette C6.R 25 laps-spin JEOUISCH G KVISWANEN | 14 Nilsson/Ara +1m19.057s
R Enrique Bernoldi (BR)/Miguel Ramos (P) Vitaphone Racing Maserati MC12 24 laps-engine 15 Wendlinger/Moser +1m27.997s
R Peter Kox (NL)/Christopher Haase (D) Reiter Engineering Lamborghini MurcielagoR-SV 16 laps-suspension ;Z[ﬁoﬂ?w ;?U'f,ll':,ms 16 Longin/Bobbi +1m29.602s
R KarlWendlinger (A)/Henri Moser (CH) Swiss Racing Team Nissan GT-R 16 laps-accident P I 17 Basseng/Bouchut +1m31.859s
R Andreas Zuber (A)/Marc Hennerici (D) Phoenix Racing/Carsport Chevrolet Corvette C6.R 15 laps-vibration I?AIR,A 5?0"1‘,“45255" 18 Kuppens/Palttala -1lap

R Michael Krumm (D)/Peter Dumbreck (GB) Sumo Power GT Nissan GT-R 10 laps-accident STV 19 Martin/Leinders -1 lap

R Mike Hezemans (NL)/Anthony Kumpen (B) Phoenix Racing/Carsport Chevrolet Corvette C6.R 2 laps-fire 2:01.51 2:02.07 20 Pastorelli/Schwager -1 lap

R Christophe Bouchut (F)/Marc Basseng (D) AT1-ink1l.com Munnich Lamborghini MurcielagoR-SV 1 lap-acc damage e 21 Mutsch/Grosjean -1 lap

R Romain Grosjean (F)/Thomas Mutsch (D) Matech Competition Ford GT 0 laps-spin 2:02.93 22 Margaritis/Heger -9 laps

DQ Darren Turner (GB)/Tomas Enge (CZ) Young Driver AMR (Fischer) Aston Martin DBR9 skid plank wear R Nygaard/Mucke 14aps - suspension

CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE ]

POS DRIVER PTS POS DRIVER PTS
1 Grosjean/Mutsch 31 6 Longin/Bobbi 18
2 Makowtecki/Accary 26 7 Menten/Kechele 15 KEY R=Retired; NS=Non-Starter. Winners’ average: 100.231mph. Fastest lap: Enge, 2m00.009s,109.813mph
3 Zuber/Henneru:} \ 2 = Zonta/Nygaard 10 Qualification réce winners’ average: 106.259mpgh. Fastest lap:pTumer,2m08.53§5,,109.312mphi ’
4 Bartels/Bertolini 26 = Margaritis/Heger 10 Driver listed on grid set qualifyingtime. First-named driverin each carintable started the race. Grid for
5 C’bll-Walter/ Hughes 25 = Daniel/Mucke 10 qualification race determined grid for mainrace, although Corvettes each had 10-place grid penalty.
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May 1-2
BRITISH F3
Round 2/10 @\

SILVERSTONE

~> Race one James Calado

~> Race two Alexander Sims

~>» Race three Calado

~> Poles Calado x2

-> FLs Calado, Sims, 01i Webb

Simms was ecstatic

with race two charge

Calado enters
new arena

The rookie became an F3 winner

with two lights-to-flag victories

on the new Silverstone layout

ames Calado
sparked his
season into life
by scoring his
maiden British
Formula 3 wins
on the new Silverstone
Arena circuit.
The Racing Steps
Foundation driver’s road
to glory was paved with
pressure, mistakes and
mechanical issues, but he
rose above it all to thrust
himself back into the title
race on a weekend in which
points leader Jean-Eric
Vergne looked out of sorts.
Fortec’s Oli Webb proved
Calado’s closest rival, but
twice tasted defeat at the
hands of the Carlin rookie.
Meanwhile, ART’s Euro
Series interloper Alexander
Sims recovered from a
sluggish start to deliver a
wet-weather driving and
overtaking masterclass

QUALIFYING

on his series debut.
Calado led the first race
from lights to flag, but had

to work hard for his maiden
victory. Officials delayed the

start when National Class
runner Menasheh Idafar
(T-Sport) embarrassingly
ploughed into the stalled
car of Felipe Nasr on the
green-flag lap.

Calado eventually turned
his maiden pole into a 0.9-
second lead, but locked up
into the Arena section as
Webb started applying
pressure. Fortec’s Dallara-
Mercedes came on strong,
just as Calado began to
struggle. Webb suffered in
Calado’s wake through the
high-speed corners, but
looked much racier in the
slower ‘Arena’ section.

Despite several good
tows from Calado’s
Dallara-Volkswagen down
the Wellington Straight,

Perfect day for confident Calado

Carlin’s James Calado drove two “perfect laps” to
annex both poles and make up for the differential
failure that cost him so badly at Oulton Park last month.
The track became faster during the second part of the 30-
minute session, so those drivers who made their second set
of new tyres count were the ones who came away smiling.
Calado complained of understeer after his first run, but
small tweaks to the suspension and front wing gave him the
confidence he needed to nail the two fastest laps.
Fellow Formula Renault UK graduate Oli Webb also
hooked a good run together to take a pair of seconds, but
both laps were about three-tenths adrift of Calado’s efforts.

Suspensmn and front
wing tweaks aided Calado
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Webb couldn’t pass into
Brooklands. In any case,
Calado always had the
inside line covered.

“The front tyres got
too hot and I had lots of
understeer,” said Calado.
“It was a good battle, but I
had an engine hesitation at
low revs and it was killing
me in the middle sector”

This tussle allowed
Daisuke Nakajima and
Vergne to close up.
Confidence boosted by
strong testing and free
practice pace, Nakajima
pulled a ballsy first-lap
move on Vergne into Stowe

. . |
Sims hunts down Dias »
inreversed-grid race

and kept him comfortably
in check for the rest of the
race. The Red Bull-backed
Frenchman set the pace on
Friday, but lost confidence
in the car during qualifying
and couldn’t recover it.

Carlos Huertas made a
mess of qualifying, but
came through to fifth. His
Raikkonen Robertson team
set up the car to be kind on
its rear tyres, but Huertas
struggled with corner-entry
understeer. He fell towards
ART’s Esteban Gutierrez as
the race wore on.

ART is running a longer-
wheelbase Dallara this

a

season and struggled to
make it work with the
Cooper tyres. That left
Gutierrez and Sims mired
on row seven, but use of a
set-up closer to last year’s
helped both make progress.
Gutierrez completed the
first lap inside the top six
and closed Huertas down,
but rooted his front tyres in
the process. His fortunes
contrasted sharply with
those of Hitech’s Gabriel
Dias, who stalled on row
two and wound up eighth.
A second consecutive
reversed grid pole handed
Dias the chance to redeem
himself. He led for four laps
but remained powerless to
halt a mighty charge from
Sims, who made up for dry
disappointment on Saturday
by dominating in the wet.
He stormed from 11th to
second in two laps and then
quickly closed down Dias.
The pair swapped places for
a couple of laps, before Sims
made it stick at Vale on lap
five and streaked away.
“If you use the wrong
lines in the wet and have a



RACE RATING

2.2.8.8.8 ¢

Wet or dry, a 26-car field on the
new Silverstone Arena circuit
produced a marvellous spectacle

I overtook 20 people
saild the new circuit

to his British F3 debut

to overtake on? I’m well chuffed”
Alexander Sims reflects on a happy ending

today! Who
was difficult

ALL PICS: EBREY/LAT

moment, it’s easy to think
you’ve found the limit,”
said Sims. “That was a
proper win. When I got
past Dias, I looked in my
mirrors and thought ‘where
the heck is everyone?””

Dias took a career-best
second, a second clear of
Nakajima and Gutierrez.
Another combative first lap
from the Japanese elevated
him from sixth to second,
which became third when
Sims came flying through.
Gutierrez circulated within
half a second, but couldn’t
find a way past.

Vergne took a muted
fifth, repelling a last-lap
challenge from Adriano
Buzaid. Carlin’s Jazeman
Jaafar finished a distant
seventh, eight-tenths clear
of a slow-starting Huertas,
while Calado robustly
recovered to ninth after
a mid-race spin.

Carlin had fitted a fresh
engine after race one and
Calado made the most of it
to record another lights-to-
flag win in the 40-minute
feature race. Hitech’s Will

Double winner Calado
| hasjoined the title race

Buller made a brief cameo
in second, but spun at
Copse and fell to fourth.
Such was Buller’s lack of
pace he then tumbled
temporarily from the top 10.

Buller’s misfortune freed
Webb, who closed Calado’s
advantage down to 1.2s,
before a safety car (deployed
for Luiz Razia’s stranded
West-Tec car) erased it
entirely. When racing
resumed, the top two pulled
out a 1.4s gap to Nakajima.
Webb twice attacked, but
some robust defending kept
Calado ahead.

“That was a really tough

REPORT
BRIT F3 SILVERSTONE

Ben Anderson
reports

race,” said the winner. “We
got rid of some understeer
and I sorted out the middle
sector. I used second gear to
get more traction and it
seemed to work.”

Nakajima resisted
enormous pressure from
team-mate Nasr before
succumbing to a gearbox
problem. A clean run
(finally) for reigning
Formula BMW champion
Nasr netted him an
impressive podium finish,
while a jubilant Sims
produced another
outstanding charge from
row seven to finish fourth. &

Webb leads Nakajima

- — .
— — and Nasrinrace three
- - -

RE S U L Ts British F3 International Series, Silverstone Arena (GB), May 1-2, round 2 of 10

GRID RACE 1 - 14 LAPS, 52.024 MILES RACE 2 - 10 LAPS, 36.600 MILES GRID

CHAMPIONSHIP 5 Nakajima 40
POS DRIVER PTS 6 Svendsen-Cook 34
11 Vergne 1 T Dias i KEY R=Retired, NS=Did not start, NC=Not classified as finisher
2 Vebb 64 8 Huertas 3l Race 1 Winner’saverage: 113.82mph. Fastest lap: Calado 1m54.731s,114.91mph.
3 Calado 51 9 Jaafar 26 Race 2 Winner's average: 99.43mph. Fastestlap: Sims, 2m10.176s,101.21mph.
4 Buzaid 49 10 Nasr 15 Race 3 Winner’s average: 107.06mph. Fastest lap: Webb, 1m55.027s, 114.63mph.

RACE 3 - 20 LAPS, 73.200 MILES

POS DRIVER TEAM CAR TIME GRID POS DRIVER TIME GRID TCALADO POS DRIVER TIME GRID
1oy swm | 1 JamesCalado (GB) Carlin DWF308 27m01.234s 1 1 (1) Sims 22n13.659s 11 |lsuiw ZWRW | ] Calado 41n03.787s 1
. 1:53.483 | 2 Q11 Webb (GB) Fortec Motorsport DMBF308 +1.015s 2 2 Dias +8.288s 1 o o 2 Webb +1.056s 2
1%%s 7oms | 3 DaisukeNakajima (J)  DoubleRRacing  DMBF308 +2.143s 6 3 Nakajima +9.3865 6 15366 TWSK | 3 Nasr +2.893s 4
1:53.647 | 4 Jean-Eric Vergne (F)  Carlin DWF308 +3.308s 5 4 (I) Gutierrez +9.441s 3 cemme 4 (D Sims +3.943s 14
e Twwagmi| 5  Carlos Huertas (C0) Double RRacing  DMBF308 +6.180s 7 5 Vergne +12.679s 5 1566 IS | 5 Buzaid +6.563s 7
1:53.633 | 6 (T) EstebanGutierrez (MEX) ART Grand Prix DBF308 +6.921s 13 6 Buzaid +12.949s 9 wmm 6 Vergne +7.250s 8
R  wFm | 7 Jazeman Jaafar (MAL)  Carlin DWF308 +8.613s 8 7 Jaafar +22.506s 2 1569 VRGE | 7 Jaafar +8.895s 1
1:54.003 | g Gabriel Dias (BR) Hitech Racing DWF310 +9.448s 4 8 Huertas +23.309s 4 e 8 Dias +9.667s 6
A Tofoms| 9 AdrianoBuzaid (BR)  Carlin DWF308 +10.8525 9 9 Calado +26.829s 8 15389 WSOK | 9 (1) Gutierrez +10.540s 13
1:54.106 | 10 R. Svendsen-Cook(GB)  Carlin DWF308 +16.711s 11 10 Nasr +21.874s 2 e 10 Buller +15.928s 3
e e | 11 (1) Alexander Sims (GB)  ART Grand Prix DIBF308 +17.375s 14 11 Brundle +29.467s 13 [1s%s  DRRST | |1 Syendsen-Cook +16.171s 10
1:54.289 | 12 Will Buller (GB) Hitech Racing DWF310 +18.33s 12 12 (I)Pla +29.589s 16 | oomm 12 Foresti +17.3455 12
Dt s | 13 Alex Brundle (GB) T-Sport DWF3I0 +21.100s 17 13 McKenzie +29.696s 15 [lseas TSHS | |3 (I)Pla +18.930s 23
15545021 14 Lucas Foresti (BR) Carlin DWF308 +21.587s 10 14 Foresti +42.212s v e 14 Lloyd +21.221s 15
Do TevxmE 15 DanielMcKenzie (GB)  Fortec Motorsport DMBF308 +24.205s 16 15 Bridger +42.816s 18 | Lt TGRHEWE | 15 pcKenzie +21.668s 16
e B 16 (D JinPla (F) ART Grand Prix DIBF308 +32.698s 24 16 (N) Idafar  +46.798s 5 v 16 Snegirev +31.650s 20
liotgs Tmow | 17 (N) JamesCole (GB)  T-Sport DIHF30T +44.234s 22 17 (N) Cole +48.800s 17 |1sesn BEUE | 7 (N) Cole +33.112s 2
— 1:54.8% | 18 Jay Bridger (GB) Litespeed F3 DVBF308 +44.413s 20 18 (N)Razia +58.023s ) W 18 (N) Idafar  +33.8lls 17
1:55.785  20BRmGeR | 19 Max Snegirev (RUS) Fortec Motorsport DMBF308 +45.923s 21 19 Haryanto +1m19.430s 21 1:55.381 fusss"?zlzm 19 Fong +40.173s 25
sroem 00 | 20 (N) LuizRazia (BR)  Team West-Tec DMF307 +49.808s 23 20 Lloyd +Im32.336s 22 |7wmER 20 Brundle +Im53.117s 18
S5 COE 1:55.782 22 COLE
Lse.0m  2OLE | 2] Rio Haryanto (INA) CF Racing/Manor ~ DMBF308 +lm02.780s 19 R Buller 9 laps-off 12 156323 | 21 Nakajima -1lap 5
Zmam  __ | 22 Hywel Lloyd (GB) CFRacing/Manor ~ DWBF308 +Ini6.849s 18 R MHebb. 8laps-puddle 7 1 |zpR | R Huertas 14 aps-danage 9
l:s6.471 2B . | 23 Adderly Fong (PRC) Sino Vision Racing DMBF308 -1 lap 25 R Snegirev 1 lap-stalled 19 " useass | R Bridger 13 laps-withdrawn 21
ZFG | 24 Kevin Chen (PRO) Sino VisionRacing DMBF308 -1 lap 26 R Svendsen-Cook Olaps-off 10 \Zpole o | R (MRazla  5laps-fuelpump 24
S e ¢ Felipe Nasr (BR) Double R Racing DMBF308 0 laps-acc 3 ES Eﬁ”g gllap}sl-puncture ;i 1:59.531 R Haryanto 3 laps-suspension 19
R (N) Menasheh Idafar (BRN) T-Sport DMF307 0 laps-acc 15 en it hotie NS Chen flew home 2%
Key: D=Dallara; VW=Volkswagen/Spiess; MB=Mercedes Benz/HWA; MH=Mugen Honda/Brown; (N)=National Class; (I)=Invitation Class
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AT A GLANCE

MARRAKECH
- Morocco

~> Winners Tarquini/Priaulx

~> Pole position Tarquini

May 1-2
WTCC

~> Fastest laps Barth/Gene

Round 2/11

Priaulx sweated
on laterestart

Tarquini and
Priaulx survive

crash course

on the messy streets of Marrakech

QUALIFYING

Tarquini clear after BMWs bomb

The SEATs had the legs on the rest, but their cause was

helpedin qualifying by their rivals’ shortcomings. Both
works BMWs missed Q2 when their final Q1 laps were aborted
when Norbert Michelisz crashed and brought out the red flag
afterhe’d set what would stand as the segment’s best time.

Chevrolet’s three-car train was cut to two when Alain

Menu crashed in Q1. Rob Huff qualified alongside polesitter
Gabriele Tarquini, with the Leons of Tiago Monteiro and Jordi
Gene behind. Michelisz looked the only one likely to get near
Tarquinionsingle-lap pace, but he failed to start Q2.

orocco is keen
on having a round
of the World
Touring Car
Championship.
Marrakech invests
alot of money and effort
into the event, the locals
turn out in surprisingly high
numbers and create a great
atmosphere, and while the
circuit isn’t the most
inspiring, it is a cauldron for
entertainment and an
impressive temporary
facility. So for all that, it’s a
shame the races didn’t live
up to what they could — and
should — have been, with
long delays limiting the
WTCC to eight racing laps.
In those eight laps,
Gabriele Tarquini and Andy
Priaulx took a victory each
for SEAT and BMW), and a
handful of incidents gave

Tarquini kept SUNRED
shining with pole

some drama, but the feeling
was one of anti-climax.

“All the clean-ups took far
too long, which was a shame
for the television viewers
and the spectators here,”
said Priaulx. He was right —
it’s hard to get a continent
new to the sport excited
about watching drivers sit
behind the safety car.

It took three stabs to get
race one going, with the first
two starts aborted, but when
it finally went green
Tarquini was in control.
SEAT was expected to
dominate, with the track’s
long straights and chicanes
suiting the turbodiesel, but
for the first lap Rob Huff
gave the reigning champion
something to think about.
That didn’t last long, as a
thump from Fredy Barth
sent him sideways into

Priaulx streaks away in race
two as Huff heads for the wall

':|1H
L
. '|

Turn 4. Even Huff was at a
loss to explain how he kept
the car away from the walls.
He stayed second, but the
leader was gone. Tiago
Monteiro then passed fellow
SEAT pilot Barth.

Monteiro closed down
Huff and heaped pressure on
the Chevrolet. The Leon was
ever-threatening on the long
blasts, but Huff kept his
Cruze in all the right places
to survive for three laps.
Accidents for independents
Andrei Romanov and local
racer Ismail Sbai then
brought out the safety car,
and the remaining 10
minutes ticked away before
the track was cleared.

“I had a small gap but the
safety car made it easy,” said
Tarquini. “When Huff lost
the slipstream, it was much
harder for him to challenge.”



RACE RATING

0. 8.8.0.0 1

A total of eight racing laps
from two races was a pretty poor
return for a 3000-mile trip

REPORT
I’m not really sure how I WTCC MARRAKECH
managed not to hit the wall”
Rob Huff on a typically frantic street

circuit event

Steven English

Race 1 Barth hits

Huff on lap two

and frees eventual winner

Tarquini, who is never troubled

Race 1 Priaulx’s dive inside

Menu at the final corner secures

eighth and pole for race two

Race 2 Farfus and

Menu’s clash

ends any hopes of

a real contest

The only other action was
Priaulx’s opportunist dive
up the inside of Alain Menu
at the last corner, ducking
out late to claim the apex
into the hairpin. More
significantly, it was for
eighth place, giving the
BMW pole for race two.

Those six laps of clear
racing seemed like a luxury
by the end of race two,

which added just two more.
Front-row starter Norbert
Michelisz didn’t move when
the lights went out, but
everyone managed to miss
his Leon. The drama came a
few yards later when Huff
and Barth made contact, and
Huff was spun into the wall.
Tarquini had nowhere to go,
but escaped with cosmetic
damage. Others weren’t so

lucky. Darryl O’Young
darted across the road in

a bid to avoid Huff, but
collected his team-mate
Harry Vaulkhard and the
BMW of Sergio Hernandez.

Soon the field lined up
behind the safety car, with
Priaulx leading Yvan Muller,
Tom Coronel, Monteiro and
Augusto Farfus.

As the race got under way
Barth launched past Farfus,
and Menu took a stab too.
Menu made it round the
outside of Farfus into Turn
4, but the BMW remained
far enough alongside on the
exit to ensure they’d be
taking the long left-hander
two-wide. They never
emerged together — the pair
making contact and heading
straight for the outside wall.
Farfus reported broken

SEATs struggled for
track spaceinrace one

steering and was no more
than a passenger as he ran
Menu into the concrete.
The safety car had barely
parked up when it was
deployed again and, with the
accidents across both races
taking their toll, there were
only 12 cars in the queue.
Again the caution went
on seemingly longer than
necessary until finally green
flags waved with just a lap to
run. So the battle for
honours was between
Priaulx and Muller. The
Chevrolet was quicker and
looking for a way round, and
Priaulx very nearly offered
one when he ran within
centimetres of clouting the
concrete at the exit of Turn
6. But by the end of the back
straight he was clear to take
BMWs first win of the year.
Nobody was more
surprised than Team RBM
itself, but even Priaulx
admitted that victory would
have been difficult had he
needed to defend from
Muller for the race distance.
“We didn’t expect this,”

reports

Farfus suffered broken
steeringin clash with Menu

he said. “Even for two laps it
was hard work. I can make
my car pretty wide, but Yvan
was definitely faster”

There are always more
incidents on a street circuit,
but the best of these tracks
have perfected the art of the
clean-up. For all the perks of
Marrakech, it’s short on
roadside cranes, recovery
vehicles and experienced
marshals — which means a
lot of people spent a lot of
money on not a lot of racing.

It wasn’t all down to the
circuit, though. Live TV calls
the shots in motorsport
these days, particularly in a
series partially owned by a
TV network, and that means
the schedule is king. When
a 20-minute touring car race
gets messy, common sense
ideas like throwing a red flag
until it’s ready to be run are
a thing of the past. Try
explaining that logic to the
confused Moroccans in the
stands and fans at home. &

NEXT ROUND MONZA (1)

RE s U LTS FIA World Touring Car Championship, Marrakech (MA), May 1-2, round 2 of 11

RACE 1 - 13 LAPS, 36.714 MILES RACE 2 - 13 LAPS, 36.714 MILES W CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE

TTARQUINT. POS DRIVER (NATIONALITY) TEAM CAR WEIGHT TIME GRID POS DRIVER TINE GRID POS DRIVER PTS
1:45.830  oyger 1 Gabriele Tarquini (I) SR-Sport (SUNRED) SEAT Leon TDI 1170kg +32m12.815s 1 1 Priaulx 36m15.763s 1 1 Tarquini 70
e e 2 Rob Huff (GB) Chevrolet (RML) Chevrolet Cruze LT 1150kg +1.117s 2 Muller +0.837s 3 2 Muller 63
1:46.35  wmEmo | 3 Tiago Monteiro (P)  SR-Sport (SUNRED) SEAT Leon TDI 1170kg +1.792s 4 3 Coronel  +1.228s 43 Huff 16
G 4 Fredy Barth (CH) SUNRED Engineering SEAT Leon TDI 1170kg +2.436s 8 4 Monteiro  +1.464s 6 4 Priaulx 39
146705 ERYKIAER 5 Tom Coronel (NL) SR-Sport (SUNRED) SEAT Leon TDI 1170kg +3.513s 7 5 Barth +1.949s 5 5 Monteiro 33
o T 6 Yvan Muller (F) Chevrolet (RML) Chevrolet Cruze LT 1150kg +5.615s 5 6 Tarquini  +2.395s 8 6 Memu 2
LAT.0M TR 7 Norbert Michelisz (H) Zengo-Dension Team SEAT Leon TDI 1170kg +7.900s 10 7 Nykjaer ~ +4.555s 127 Coronel 29
o 8 AndyPriaulx (GB) BN Team RBM BMW 320si 1155kg +8.892s 12 8 Gene +5.365s 13 8 Gene 28
1:48.994 " TOWICRELTSZ | 9 Alain Menu (CH) Chevrolet (RML) Chevrolet Cruze LT 1150kg +10.113s 13 9 Bemnani  +5.916s 15 9 Barth 24
TS o tine 10 Augusto Farfus (BR)  BMW Team RBM BMW 320si 1155kg +11.959s 11 ifll zizhilisz géfll?s 22[J 10 Farfus 17
e 12 PRIAULX 11 Michel Nykjaer (DK)  SUNRED Engineering SEAT Leon TDI 1170kg +12.876s 6 "Aste +o.0lls ,
mEw 12 FranzEngstler (D)  Liqui Moly TeamEngstler  BMH 320si 1155kg +14.380s 9 12 Engstler  +8.940s 12
L4TT6L wemmE | 13 Jordi Gene (E) SR-Sport (SUNRED) SEAT Leon TDI 1170kg +15.160s 3 13 0’Young -2 laps 17 FPOS DRIVER F1s
T 14 Sergio Hernandez (E) Scuderia Proteam Motorsport BMW 320si 1155kg +16.347s 14 R Menu 6 laps-accident 9 [Fngshler 8
L48.85 VI | 15 Mehdi Bennani (WA)  Wiechers-Sport B 320s1 1155kg +16.835s 15 R Huff Olaps-accident 7 2 Hernandez 31
movwe % | 16 Harry Vaulkhard (GB) Bamboo Engineering Chevrolet Lacetti 1140kg +18.057s 16 R Farfus  6lapsaccident 10 3 Bemant o1
1935 g 17 Darryl 0’Young (PRC) Banboo Engineering Chevrolet Lacetti 1140kg +19.737s 17 R Hernandez Olaps-accident 14 4= 0'Young/D'Aste 18
mrEE R Ismail Shai (MA) Maurer Motorsport Chevrolet Lacetti 1140kg 8 laps-accident 18 R Vaulkhard 0laps-accident 16
L R Andrei Romanov (RUS) Liqui Moly TeamEngstler  BMW 320si 1155kg 6 laps-accident 20 NS Romamov  accident damage 19

R Stefanod’Aste (I)  Scuderia Proteam Motorsport BMH 320si 1155kg 2 laps-acc damage 19 NS Sbat accident damage 18
NB Q1 & Q2 TINES COBINED | ¢ FY R=Retired; NS=Non-Starter. Race 1 Winner’s average: 68.38mph. Fastest lap: Barth, 1m46.925s,95.08mph. Race 2 Winner’s average: 60.74mph. Fastest lap: Gene, 1m47.894s, 94.23mph.
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MARRAKECH
- Morocco

May 1-2
Formula 2
Round 2/9

AT A GLANCE
~> Winners Stoneman/Eng

~> Pole positions Stoneman/Eng

~> Fastest laps Stoneman x2

Stoneman tops the
race-one podium

Street fights rock the kasbah

QUALIFYING

Stoneman carves his name

Dean Stoneman seemed to have the edge on everyone

early inthe weekend, quickestin practice and taking a
comfortable pole for race one. The likes of Jolyon Palmer, Jack
Clarke and Johan Jokinen were up there early on, while Philipp
Engwasaslow burnerand came good as the weekend wore on.

The second qualifying session after race one gave everyone

more time to get their cars to their liking. Eng was really in his
stride by the end of the session and more than halfasecond
faster than anyone else.

5 ey e, = s S O

Early pace secured
Stoneman first pole

78 autosport.com May 6 2010

he new era of
Formula 2 had its
first foray onto a
street circuit in
Morocco last
weekend, and
Marrakech gave the series
by far its most entertaining
spectacle to date.

The races were hectic
from start to finish and,
although disjointed due to
several safety car periods,
served up no shortage of
action as Philipp Eng
extended his championship
lead with a cool victory
after Dean Stoneman
had made up for his
disappointment from
the Silverstone opener
by winning the first race.

Stoneman led away from
pole, keeping Jolyon Palmer
at bay, but it was behind
the lead pair that the

MOROCCO

WWW.VISITMOROCCO.CO

|

LVYANS AN ns s

WWWNVISTTMOROCOO.COM

Dean Stoneman and Philipp Eng shared the spoils in two incident-packed races

Stoneman
leads from pole

MOROCCO

on the streets of Marrakech, but it’s the Austrian who’s leading the title chase

drama kicked off.

Jack Clarke and Nicola
de Marco overshot Turn 4,
where Jokinen cut to the
inside and they exited
three-wide. As they
squeezed, de Marco and
Clarke tangled and hit the
wall. Benjamin Bailly and
Will Bratt also retired when
the former messed up under
braking and speared the
latter. The four wrecks at
Turn 4 brought out the
first of three safety cars.

At the restart, Stoneman
broke away with Palmer,
while Jokinen and Eng
pulled clear from the rest,
who were queued up behind
Kelvin Snoeks in fifth.

Eng pulled a smart move
on Jokinen, up the inside
along the wall into Turn 4,
just as Mihai Marinescu
demoted Snoeks to sixth

— though his joy was short-
lived when his car stopped
soon after.

Out front, Stoneman
was in a league of his own
and left the rest behind at
more than a second per lap.
But it wasn’t going to be
that easy. Kazim
Vasiliauskas passed Natalia
Kowalska for ninth and,
admitting defeat, she pulled
in behind the Lithuanian,
misjudged her braking and
smacked him into a spin at
the Turn 4 hotspot. Her
stranded car brought about
safety car number two and
undid all Stoneman’s work.

Given his pace deficit to
the leader in clear running,
Palmer knew his best
chance was the restart and
had a go at Stoneman, even
clipping the back of the
leader. But Stoneman hung

ol
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RACE RATING
0 2.2.8.9.¢

Had it all: battles, overtaking,
contact and a flying shunt. More
F2 on street circuits please

“If you’ve seen my results,
I’ve never been on a podium

so this is amazing!”
Kelvin Snoeks

ALLPICS: FORMULA2

on in the next braking zone
and soon edged away.

The race had been back
underway for a lap when
Jokinen tried to drive
around the outside of Eng
at the first corner. But he
slid wide and clouted the
wall. The final safety car
period looked as though
it would end in time for a
NASCAR-style green-white
checker, but just before the
track was cleared Palmer’s
engine seized and he
stopped in the middle of
the back straight. With
no quick way to remove
his car, time ran out before
another racing lap could
be completed — leaving
Stoneman with victory from
Eng, and Snoeks with his
first career podium.

Ricardo Teixeira’s huge
crash overshadowed — and
restricted — the rest of the
racing. Teixeira had made a

KEY MOMENTS

stunning start from 19th on
the grid and was attacking
Ivan Samarin on the fringes
of the top 10. Onto the back
straight he ducked out to
pass Samarin into its first
chicane. As he moved to
cover the corner, Teixeira
hit the back of his car and
vaulted into an aerial barrel
roll. He landed right-side-
up into the barrier, wiped
out Bailly and spun down
the road, flames licking
from the rear of his car.
Samarin retired too, taking
de Marco with him, while
Parthiva Sureshwaren
crashed on the way to

the incident.

When the race finally got
underway again, Eng broke
away from the fight for
second between Jokinen
and Stoneman. The latter
had made a poor start at
the first attempt and had
fallen behind, but regained

Race 1 De Marco and Clarke

tangle over third on the

first lap opening up the race

Race 2 Stoneman’s poor start

gives Eng the break he needs

to survive at the end

Race 2 Teixeira’s huge accident

devours half the racing laps

REPORT
F2 MARRAKECH

Steven English
reports

....... THE INSIDE LINE

Street circuits combination oftricky, high-

don’talways speed chicanes leading

provide the best onto longstraights played
ofracing. Infact, this very nicelyinto the hands of
trackhad yettohosta ambitious F2 driversarmed

thrillerinits shorttime
beforethisseason’s
Formula2races, butthe
Marrakechvenuereally

with several presses of a
boost button.

[twasn’tjust the crashes
(yes, there were plenty of

camethroughforF2, them-one huge). It was
which hasatendency closethroughoutandthe
tobe processional. drivers were actually

InMorocco, the racing each other, rather

Wall-to-wallactionas F2 presses right button

than simply following.
Allowed to make a
difference-ararityin
modernsingle-seaters —
eachdriverhadthe chance
toshineorstumble. Dean
Stonemanand Philipp Eng
were able toshow raw speed
and coolness under pressure,
while those who have to take
moreriskstoachievethe
same levelonaregular
circuitfared less well.

g Enghungonto
I take race-twowin

.

the place by cutting the
chicane and had to give it
back. Stoneman got ahead
again at the final hairpin,
but gave Jokinen a run at
him down the straight.
Forced to the outside,

Jokinen recalled his first-
race crash and thought
better of risking a repeat.
Once settled in third,
Jokinen opened his visor
slightly to get some air in
the extreme heat, only to

be hit in the eye by grit and
crash on the back straight.
Already free of Jokinen
by then, Stoneman had
charged up the road after
Eng, reeling in the leader
at 0.4s per lap. He caught
him with time to spare, but
a handful of risky moves
and late lunges cost him the
chance to heap consistent
pressure on Eng. But each
time he stopped just short
of catastrophe — though
not without a little contact
— and settled for second.
Bratt completed the
podium after getting the
better of Vasiliauskas, while
Palmer raced back up to
fifth, just pipping Armaan
Ebrahim as the pair both cut
chicanes on the last lap. &

RE s U L TS FIA Formula 2, Marrakech (MA), May 1-2, round 2 of 9

GRID

RACE 1 - 19 LAPS, 53.658 MILES

R POS  NAME TIME
o e 1 Dean Stoneman (GB) 42n59.5285
LR86 2 Philipp Eng (A) +1.277s
TTormEn. | 132853 3 Kelvin Snogks (NL) +1.820s
L3R5 4 I\./an Samar}n (.RUS) +2.485s
5O 1:32.957 5 Ricardo Teixeira (AD) +3.500s
L2995 6  Armaan Ebrahim (IND) +3.781s
T L3199 7 Paul Rees (GB) +4,733s
LRI e 8  Sergei Afanasiev (RUS) +5.451s
TOATASTEY L:33-461 9  Benjamin Lariche (F) +6.708s
L3AE 10 Kazim Vasiliauskas (LT) +7.382s
TTWARTHESCy L:33- 481 11 Parthiva Sureshwaren (IND) +7.852s
Laddez e 12 Plamen Kralev (BG) +9.442s
TSR 1133708 13 Ajith Kumar (IND) +11.099s
LI e R Jolyon Pa}mer (GB) 16 1aps—eng}ne
TeTerEms 1344370 R Johan Jokinen (DK) 13 laps-accident
1:34.884 I R Natalia Kowalska (PL) 8 laps-accident
w3580 R Mihai Marinescu (RO) 7 laps-gearbox
1:36.051 e R Jack Clarke (GB) 0 laps-accident
oromR | L1320 R Nicola de Marco (I) 0 laps-accident
131802 el R WillBratt (GB) 0 laps-accident

NO TIME* R BenjaminBailly (B) 0 laps-accident

[GRID__ [RACE 2 - 17 LAPS, 48.010 MILES _ JCHAMPIONSHIP TABLE |
GRID e POS DRIVER TIME/REASON GRID POS DRIVER PTS
1 e 1 Eng 35md2.174s 1 1 Eng 80
6 ] 2 Stoneman +1.955s 2 2 Stoneman 61
9 TERATT 1:30.996 3 Bratt +5.146s 4 3 Palmer 53
14 B0 e 4 Vasiliauskas +8.534s 5 =4 Bratt 33
16 SR 5 Palmer +15.987s 9 =4 Afanasiev 33
8 L3S 6 Ebrahim +16.851s 11 6  Vasiliauskas 29
13 FoEmRg L3153 1 Afanasiev +20.375s 12 7 Ebrahim 22
10 1:31.581 e 8 Rees +21.785s 14 8  Snoeks 17
19 s L3160 9 Snoeks +24.,990s 10 9  Jokinen 15
21* 1312 10 Lariche +28.853s 18 10 Clarke 12
15 ST 131730 11 Kowalska +40.783s 17 )
18 1531767 S 12 Kralev +18.939 21 KEY R=Rgtwred’; EX=Excluded.
20 . e 13 Kunar =2 s 20 Race 1Winner'saverage speed

14 REES . 74.88mph. Fastest lap: Stoneman,
2 1:32.421 ] 14 Marinescu -2 laps 6 1m31.817s,110.73mph.
4 TeSTESTE L132-613 R Jokinen 12 laps-accident 3 Race 2 Winner'saverage speed
17 BT e R Bailly 0 laps-accident 13 80.678mph. Fastest lap:
12 wowmE 113339 R de Marco 0 laps-accident 8 Stoneman, 1m31.312s,111.34mph.
3 LS R Samarin 0 laps-accident 15 *Didnottake partinfirst qualifying
5 oRomR  1:33-6%0 R Teixeira 0 laps-accident 19 sessionduetoaccidentdamage
7 1:30.906 o R Sureshwaren 0 laps-accident 16
11 fli%%v R Clarke 0 laps-fuelhose 7 w
Monza May 22-23
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Round 5/17

AT A GLANCE
=> Winner Scott Dixon

~> Pole position Ryan Briscoe

~> Most laps led Dixon
~> Lead changes 3

All hugs and smiles

QUALIFYING

Briscoe registers first pole of '10

Penske’s Ryan Briscoe proved again that he’s athome

onthe ovals as herecorded his first pole of 2010 witha
four-lap average speed of 212.145mph. He was 0.847mph
quicker than Ganassi’s Scott Dixon, who admitted: “the car
didn’t seem to have the speed it should have”.

Dan Wheldon was third quickest, but his times were wiped
when he ran below the white line, dropping him to 25th. That
promoted Dario Franchitti to third, ahead of Hideki Mutoh,
using the Newman/Haas set-up with which Graham Rahal
took pole last year, and Alex Tagliani and Vitor Meira.

Points leader
Will Power was
seventh, with
Britons Mike
Conway 10th,
Justin Wilsonan

unhappy 20th,
Jay Howard 21st
and Alex Lloyd
downin23rd.

- i
\S==—="S2""— Briscoepedalled |
2y

@ to pole position

-
[1s i

hip Ganassi is
arich man, and
owns a lot of
things. He
doesn’t own
Kansas Speedway,
but in terms of results, his
team certainly does. Scott
Dixon scored the Target
squad’s fourth successive
victory here, heading home
team-mate Dario Franchitti.
In contrast, the wheels
fell off the Penske Racing
challenge — in poleman
Ryan Briscoe’s case, literally.
He led for the first 33 laps,
and must’ve taken heart
when Dixon suffered a huge
wobble (courtesy of a gust
of wind) behind him early
on, which briefly allowed
Franchitti to run second.
Dixon quickly got
Franchitti back, and then

hounded Briscoe for the
lead. Briscoe hugged the
bottom groove, until he ran
high on lap 33 and Dixon

dived through on his inside.

After that, Dixon was a dot
in the distance to his rivals
— he didn’t even need to
use all his push-to-pass
boosts to stay ahead of the
opposition, and lapped
everyone up to sixth place.
“We’ve had a slow start
to the season from both
sides of the team,” said
Dixon. “But this is what we
need to jump back up the
points table, and gives us
good momentum going
into the month of May.”
The real race was for
second. Franchitti jumped
Briscoe in the first round
of green-flag pitstops, but
there was disaster lurking

Ganassiwasasslickinthe
pits as Dixon was on track

Dixon and Franchitti
embracein Victory Lane

as Dixon runs riot

At a track where the team always excels, Ganassi Racing’s Scott Dixon and
Dario Franchitti finished one-two in the first oval race of the 2010 series

for Briscoe in the second
stops, held under a yellow
for EJ Viso brushing the
wall at Turn 4. Briscoe’s
left-front wheel fell off
after his stop, forcing him
back into the pits.

Not only did this drop
Briscoe back to 11th, it
meant he lost a set of new
tyres, and had to run a set
on his penultimate stint
that he’d used in qualifying.
In those circumstances,
including an earlier-than-
ideal final pitstop after
which his scrubbed tyres
went off, his recovery to
finish sixth was superb.

Briscoe’s team-mate
Helio Castroneves took the
fight to Franchitti, jumping
ahead of the Scot in the
final round of stops. In the
six-lap dash to the finish,



RACE RATING
020,80 ¢

No sign of the thrilling pack
racing we thought the aero
package had brought back

It appears that the race one,
two or three laps down is more

important than the lead-1lap race.
We’ve got to look at that”

Dario Franchitti - angry at backmarkers

Chuck Bradbury Jr reports

KEY MOMENTS

Lap 33 Dixon passes Briscoe for

the lead to settle early battle

Lap 74 Briscoe loses left-front

wheel after pitstop under caution

Laps 196/8 Franchitti and Kanaan

dump Castroneves off the podium

following an all-Japanese
clash between fifth- and
sixth-place runners Hideki
Mutoh and Takuma Sato
during a restart, Franchitti
grabbed the place back
with four laps left.
Tony Kanaan’s Andretti
Autosport machine
followed suit two laps later.
“The car was really
oversteering but I kept it
flat and managed to jump
Helio,” said Franchitti, who
managed to fend off Kanaan

in the frantic dash to the
flag. “Tony was a little too
close at one point!” Kanaan
added: “T did what I could
but it just wasn’t enough.”
Castroneves, who
suffered understeer late in
the race, was earlier angered
by the etiquette of Danica
Patrick, who stubbornly
refused to allow him to lap
her just after half distance.
Besides Dixon, the drive
of the day came from Long
Beach winner Ryan Hunter-

Reay. Despite a loose-
handling car, he tigered his
way through the pack to
finish fifth from 22nd on
the grid. “It was a fight out
there — really, really tough,”
he said. “T almost lost it a
couple times.”

Having shown pace in all
racetrack formats, now all
Hunter-Reay needs is the
$3.2million to complete the
season if there’s to be an
American in the title fight.

Hard luck stories were
easy to find: Mutoh and
Sato were on course for
top-six finishes when
they clashed wheels and
slammed the wall at a
restart on lap 187. Mutoh
blamed Simona de Silvestro
for wandering into his path
as the green flag was waved,
and said: “I didn’t want to
crash Taku because I

.

| Briscoe heads Dixon and
Franchitti from the start

Mutoh (06) took out I
Sato after strongruns j

respect him a lot”

Sato was hugely
impressive in his first-ever
oval race, racing wheel-to-
wheel with Castroneves
and Briscoe into the final
quarter of the race, and
bounced back well after a
ridiculous pitlane collision
with the clueless Milka
Duno that damaged his
front wing and had dropped
him as low as 19th.

Mario Moraes finished
seventh, despite a sticking
fuel hose during his second
pitstop. Alex Tagliani was
eighth in his new FAZZT
team’s first-ever oval race,
series returnee John
Andretti (in an extra
Andretti Autosport entry)
and AJ Foyt’s Vitor Meira.

A disastrous opening
pitstop, when he overshot
his pit box, for points leader
Will Power consigned him
to a lowly 12th-place finish.
The road-racing expert was

satisfied to add to his oval
knowledge bank, and clings
on to his series lead.
Besides Franchitti, it was
a woeful day for the Brits.
Mike Conway finished 14th,
one place ahead of Dan
Wheldon, whose gamble on
a low-drag set-up came
unstuck as he was too
unstable running in traffic.
Justin Wilson was never on
the pace all weekend, and
like Dreyer & Reinbold
team-mate Conway,
complained of understeer.
Wilson finished 18th, one
spot ahead of his Long
Beach nemesis Alex Lloyd,
while Jay Howard hit the
wall hard in Turn 4 with
just 22 laps to go when
running at the back. &

NEXT ROUND
Indy 500

May 30

RE s U LTS IndyCar Series, Kansas Speedway (USA), April 30-May 1, round 5 of 17

GRID 200 LAPS, 304 MILES CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE

TBRISCOE 2 DIXON POS  DRIVER (NATIONALITY) TEAM CAR
212.145mph  212.298mph 1 Scott Dixon (NZ) Chip Ganassti Racing Dallara-Honda
TERANGHTTTT 4 WOTOR 2 Dario Franchitti (GB) Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara-Honda
211.236mph  211.039mph 3 Tony Kanaan (BR) Andretti Autosport Dallara-Honda
STIGLIANE 6 FETRA 4 Helio Castroneves (BR) Team Penske Dallara-Honda
210.887mph  210.675mph 5  Ryan Hunter-Reay (USA) Andretti Autosport Dallara-Honda
S CASTRONEVES 6  RyanBriscoe (AUS) Team Penske Dallara-Honda
210.672mph  210.46Tmph 7 Mario Moraes (BR) KV Racing Technology Dallara-Honda
TPATRICK 10 CONWAY 8  Alex Tagliani (CDN) FAZZT Race Team Dallara-Honda
210.429mph  210.336mph 9  John Andretti (USA) Andretti Autosport/Petty Enterprises Dallara-Honda
1TSAT0 12 NORAES 10 Vitor Meira (BR) AJ Foyt Racing Dallara-Honda
210.335mph  210. 186mph 11 DanicaPatrick (USA) Andretti Autosport Dallara-Honda
TIWATOS 1A FISHER 12 Will Power (AUS) Team Penske Dallara-Honda
209.912mph  209.868mph 13 Marco Andretti (USA) Andretti Autosport Dallara-Honda
KA 16VISO 14 Mike Conway (GB) Dreyer & Reinbold Racing Dallara-Honda
209.T44mph  209.700mph 15  Dan Wheldon (GB) Panther Racing Dallara-Honda
17 JANDRETTT 18 SILVESTRO 16  Raphael Matos (BR) Luczo Dragon Racing/De Ferran Dallara-Honda
209.684nph  209.397mph 17 Sarah Fisher (USA) Sarah Fisher Racing Dallara-Honda
TOBAGUETTE 20 WILSON 18  Justin Wilson (GB) Dreyer & Reinbold Racing Dallara-Honda
209.344nph  209. 168mph 19 Alex Lloyd (GB) Dale Coyne Racing Dallara-Honda
JTHOWARD 22 R-REAY 20 Bertrand Baguette (B) Conquest Racing Dallara-Honda
208:752rph S8 208 U85t 21 Simona de Silvestro (CH) HVM Racing Dallara-Honda
gasugg\én X gg;nm X 22 Mario Romancini (BR) Conquest Racing Dallara-Honda
e S 23 Hideki Mutoh (J) Newman/Haas/Lanigan Racing Dallara-Honda
ALY EELEmE 24 Takuma Sato (J) KV Racing Technology Dallara-Honda
27 ROMANCINI** 25 Jay Howard (GB) Sarah Fisher Racing Dallara-Honda
+ tine disalloned 26 Milka Duno (YV) Dale Coyne Racing Dallara-Honda
Tnotire 21 EJViso (YV) KV Racing Technology Dallara-Honda

TIME GRID
+1h50m43. 1410s 2
+3.0528s 3
+3.2210s 15
+3.8300s 8
+6.1133s 22
+6.7951s 1
-1 lap 12
-1 1lap 5
-1 lap 17
-1lap 6
-2 laps 9
-2 laps 7
-2 laps 26
-2 laps 10
-2 laps 25
-2 laps 13
-2 laps 14
-3 laps 20
-3 laps 23
-3 laps 19
-3 laps 18
-4 laps 21
186 laps-accident 4
186 laps-accident 11
172 laps-accident 21
84 laps-accident damage 24
71 laps-accident damage 16

POS DRIVER PTS
1 Power 190
2 Dixon 164
3 Castroneves 162
4 Hunter-Reay 159
5 Franchitti 152
6 Wilson 137
7 Briscoe 132
8 Kanaan 129
9 Meira 101

10= Matos/Wheldon 98

Winner’s average: 164.741mph.
Fastest lap: Kanaan, 25.6653s,
213.206mph.

Qualifying: Positions set by average
speed over fourtimed laps.

May 6 2010 autosport.com 81



HAUTOSPORT _
Allan McNish,

IOOOKM e waner.
Giancarlo Fisichella
and more...
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DRIVER COACHING

World class racing team iSport international have developed
two state of the art racing simulators as part of an iSport

driver coaching (IDC) programme. The bespoke simulators have
been designed by the team alongside professional drivers.

Realistic Single
Seater Simulation

Comprehensive
Engineering Support

Full Data Logging
Systems

Simulators Built into )
Real Chassis with e
Individually Programmed Wsic == -
Force Feedback ? Lo '“‘g
Steering & Hydraulic ;
Braking Systems

T: +44 (0) 1953 788878
for more details: simulator@isportinternational.com \Q“
www.isportinternational.com Y
iSport International Unit 6, Oaks Farm, Besthorpe Road,
Carleton Rode, Nr Norwich NR16 1NF United Kingdom

-

% W]
KNOCKHILL,

Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd May
Scotland’s only Official Motorshow is a
MOVING Motor Show! A truly interactive
format allows YOU and all the family to
9ot invalond 2 b park of e action

-
nVonN muodified
Sponsored by Avon Tyres SCOTTISH SPECTACULAR

Sat 8th & Sun 9th May SUNDAY 16th MAY 2010
This is your chance to see fop quality Set to be the biggest event of the
GT3 & GT4 Supercatrs - this is GT year for all modified car fans...

Sporiscar Racing at it’s Brilish Best! it’s Modified Live - Scotlish Style!




IRC
GRAN CANARIA

Apr 30-May 1
Round 4/12

AT A GLANCE
~> Winners Jan Kopecky/Petr Stary
~> Most stage wins Kris Meeke (9/14)
-> Points leader Juho Hanninen

RALLY RATING
2.0.0.0.0 ¢
Meeke in control until

that fateful puncture

REPORT
IRC GRAN CANARIA

Meeke deflaiﬁ‘:k

s the crews
returned to
service in Las
Palmas after
six stages, Jan
Kopecky had
already conceded victory
to Kris Meeke.

“He’s too fast for me,
there’s nothing I can do to
catch him,” said the Czech.
Two stages later and the
IRC’s first visit to Gran
Canaria had taken a
dramatic twist.

Barely three miles into
the 18.6-mile Ingenio test,
Meeke was in big trouble. In
an attempt to stave off the
threat of the works Skoda

Fabias, Meeke’s Kronos
Racing team had opted for
what the Northern Irishman
described as an “aggressive
set-up” to enhance his
Peugeot 207’s handling

and outright pace.

The problem was the
geometry was such that the
slightest compression could
result in the bolt connecting
the upright to the subframe
piercing a whole in the rim,
which is what transpired on
a left-hander on stage eight.
From leading by 17.9
seconds courtesy of five
stage bests, Meeke and co-
driver Paul Nagle were now
down in sixth and almost

-
=t

—

Kopecky elated™

Skoda’s Jan Kopecky inherited victory after Kris Meeke suffered a puncture

Czechin: Kopecky took
his first win of the year

ALLPICS:IRC

90 seconds off the lead
heading into day two.

“It was a risk we had to
take, it hasn’t worked and
we have to move on,” said
a dejected Meeke, whose
failure to land 10 points
on round four is a huge blow
to his IRC title defence.

With no Meeke to
contend with, Kopecky’s
only real competition
would come from factory
Skoda team-mate Juho
Hanninen. Not known
for his asphalt prowess,
Hanninen’s threat wasn’t
expected to offer much
potency before the start. But
the Finn proved something

Meeke was on course for
10 points in Gran Canaria

of a revelation by going
fastest on stage two and
either matching — or beating
— Kopecky thereafter.
Although he would
ultimately come up short,
Hanninen’s pace meant
Kopecky couldn’t lift off
with only a 14.4-second
overnight cushion. When
Kopecky’s Fabia’s handbrake
failed on Saturday’s opening
loop, Hanninen managed to
narrow the gap to 11.2sec.
Both drivers denied there
were any team orders but
Hanninen soon accepted
defeat. Nevertheless, second
place enabled him to extend
his title lead by two points
to seven with the all-gravel
round in Sardinia next up.
Guy Wilks completed the
Skoda podium lock-out in
third although the Briton
was far from happy with the
handling of his Fabia. With
limited asphalt miles in the
car, having his pre-event
test on the island cancelled
due to delays shipping vital
components was the last
thing he needed, and meant
he was on the back foot in
terms of finding a good set-
up until the closing stages.

Meeke’s recovery had
taken him ahead of Spaniard
Alberto Hevia to fifth,
which became fourth when
Bruno Magalhaes graciously
slowed on the final stage to
let his fellow Peugeot
runner grab one extra point.
By winning nine out of the
14 stages that ran, Meeke
had proved the class of the
field. Despite stopping to
change a puncture he was
only 1mos.5s behind the
winner at the finish.

Overheating restricted
Irish privateer Daniel
Barry to 18th overall. &

Results: 1 Jan Kopecky/Petr Stary
(Skoda Fabia $2000) 2h12m27.4s;
2 Juho Hanninen/Mikko Markkula
(Skoda) +9.1s; 3 Guy Wilks/Phil Pugh
(Skoda) +36.4s; 4 Kris Meeke/Paul
Nagle (Peugeot 207 S2000)
+1m05.5s; 5 Bruno Magalhaes/Carlos
Magalhaes (Peugeot) +1m17.8s;

6 Alberto Hevia/Alberto Iglesias
(Skoda) +2m25.1s. Points 1
Hanninen, 32; 2 Kopecky/Wilks 25;

4 Meeke, 15; 5 Magalhaes, 13; 6
Mikko Hirvonen, 10.

NEXT ROUND
Sardinia (I), Jun 4-6
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NASCAR SPRINT CUP
Richmond 10/36

RACES & RESULTS

QUICK RESULTS
~> Winner Kyle Busch

~>» Pole Kyle Busch

~> Most laps led Kyle Busch

RACE RATING
Sk Fkkok

Nothing to say here, other than

there were more late-race cautions

NASCAR SPRINT CUP RICHMOND (USA), MAY 2, RD 10/36

Busch onsongin R

yle Busch became the
Kﬁrst driver to win a

NASCAR Sprint Cup
race from pole position this
season with a charging
finish in the 10th round of
the series at Richmond.

Busch was the dominant
force for the first half of the
day/night race, lapping all
bar the top eight in his
Joe Gibbs Toyota. But his
Camry lost its sweet spot
during the cool night
conditions, allowing four-
time champ Jeff Gordon
to take control.

The race had been largely
incident-free, but three
full-course yellows in quick
succession brought Busch
back into the reckoning.

A committed three-wide
move took him up to third

=
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Newman (centre) heads |
Busch (left) and Gordon b,

=
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and teed him up for an
attack on Kevin Harvick’s
Richard Childress Chevy.
Gordon was secure at the
front, but when Sam
Hornish made contact with
Busch’s team-mate Joey
Logano — which sent
Penske’s ex-IRL champ
spinning hard into the
inside wall — the scene
was set for Gordon to be
denied yet again.

Sure enough, Busch made
the better restart and clung
onto the lead for the
remaining five laps for his
first win of the season.

“The car was phenomenal
in the beginning,” said
Busch. “Then about lap 200
we started falling behind on
the long runs, getting really
loose. We fell back to fifth,

but it felt like 15th. It was a
character-building night,
for sure. We kept our head
down and kept digging.”

Gordon held on for
second, a result that moves
him up four places to sixth
in the standings.

“We’re going to have to
figure out how to win these
ones in these late cautions,”
Gordon lamented. “It’s not
where we’re strong right
now. But it’s something
we’ll continue to get better
at as the season goes on.
We’re certainly getting
plenty of practice at it!”

Harvick took third, which
moves him back into the
points lead ahead of
Gordon’s team-mate
Jimmie Johnson. The
reigning champ battled to
find a decent balance on his
Impala, but still managed
to take 10th. After lucking
out at Talladega, Jeff Burton
brought his Childress
Impala home fourth, while
Carl Edwards led his first
lap of the season as he
brought his Roush Ford
home fifth.

Juan Pablo Montoya was
a frontrunner all race. His
Ganassi team was the only

Busch enjoys his first
Cupwin of the season

LATSOUTH

ichmond

one of the potential victors
to pit following the Hornish
caution. It didn’t pay off,
but the Colombian charged
his way into sixth,
displacing Martin Truex Jr
(Waltrip Toyota) and Ryan
Newman (Stewart-Haas
Chevy) in a blanket finish.

Crowd favourite Dale
Earnhardt Jr fell out of
contention when his
Hendrick Chevy picked up
puncture that would cost
him three laps. He was
eventually classified 32nd.
@ Connell Sanders Jr

RESULTS

1 Kyle Busch (Toyota Camry), 400
laps in 3h00m4T7s; 2 Jeff Gordon
(Chevrolet Impala), +0.755s;

3 Kevin Harvick (Chevrolet);

4 Jeff Burton (Chevrolet); 5 Carl
Edwards (Ford Fusion); 6 Juan
Pablo Montoya (Chevrolet);

7 Martin Truex Jr (Toyota); 8 Ryan
Newman (Chevrolet); 9 Marcos
Ambrose (Toyota); 10 Jimmie
Johnson (Chevrolet). Points 1
Harvick, 1467; 2 Johnson, 1457;

3 Busch, 1358; 4 Matt Kenseth,
1348; 5 Greg Biffle, 1334; 6 Gordon,
1305; 7 Denny Hamlin, 1268;

8 Kurt Busch, 1255; 9 Burton, 1247;
10 Mark Martin, 1242; 11 Edwards,
1227; 12 Clint Bowyer, 1213.

NASCAR NATIONWIDE

Brad Keselowski (above) took his
second win in as many weeks at
Richmond. The Penske driver,
who led 189 of the 252 laps,
went from fourth to first in the
closing laps after a decisive

late call to stop for four tyres.

NASCAR TRUCKS

Johnny Sauter and Ron Hornaday
made simultaneous saves on
their way to finishing first and
second at Kansas on Saturday.
The pair spun together while
running side-by-side with 13

laps remaining, but were able

to press on to the finish.

FUJITSU V8S

Fujitsu V8 Supercar Series
leader Steve Owen extended his
lead at Queensland Raceway,
despite winning only one of the
three races. Paul Morris and Jack
Perkins won the other two,
though Owen’s victory was for
half-points in a race shortened
by a serious startline crash.

DUTCH SUPERCARS
Siebrand Dijkstra and Arjan van
der Zwaan (Audi R8 GT3 LMS)
and Cor Euser (Marcos LM600)
took a win apiece in the two
Dutch Supercar Challenge races
at the Nurburgring. Euser’s win
came off the back of a third in
the opening race, but van der
Zwaan’s hopes of a double
podium were dashed when he
was caught out by the wet race
two conditions and spun.

GT OPEN

Pierre Kaffer and Alvaro Barba
(Ferrari F430, below) extended
their GT Open lead by winning
the second race at the
Nurburgring last weekend. They
finished ahead of the Porsche of
race one winners Raymond
Narac and Patrick Pilet.




INTERNATIONAL
RACES & RESULTS
V8 SUPERCARS
Queensland Raceway

RACE RATING

2.2.0.9.¢ ¢

Flawless Courtney races
hard on soft ‘Sprint’ tyres

QUICK RESULTS
~> Winner James Courtney x2

REPORTS
WORLD OF SPORT

~>» Poles Garth Tander/Jamie Whincup
~> FLs Courtney/Michael Caruso

;

V8 SUPERCARS QUEENSLAND RACEWAY (AUS), MAY 2, RD 5/15

Courtney doubles
up for Jim Beam

hen James Courtney
WWins V8 Supercar
races, he does it in

style. That is the only
conclusion to be taken from
Queensland Raceway’s
round of the 2010 series.

The former Jaguar F1
tester was in sparkling form
on Jim Beam Racing’s home
track. He failed to take pole
position, and did not make
very good starts, but once
rolling, his Ford was in a
class of its own.

His opposition, such as
it was, admitted as much,
with the salt rubbed into
the wounds by Courtney
confessing that he did not
change anything on his Ford
Falcon during the weekend.
No qualifying set-up
tweaks, no changes between
races and not so much as a
brake balance or rollbar
nudge as the races unfolded.

“It was flawless, right
from the start,” Courtney
explained. “He [poleman
Garth Tander] was going a
bit slower than I thought
that we should be, so I just
got past him”

Craig Lowndes was
second in race one and
Shane van Gisbergen third,
a result he repeated on
Sunday. In the second race,
it was Tander’s turn to be
the Holden man in the Ford
sandwich, and he even
managed to lead Courtney
before the Ford blasted past
and fled into the distance.

Tll fate befell Courtney’s
title rivals. Jamie Whincup
battled through to fourth
on Saturday and looked a
contender on Sunday until
and broken cam rocker
ended his day, while Mark
Winterbottom qualified
poorly and was flicked into

a wall, and instant
retirement, at the start of
Sunday’s race. One of the
stars of the second race
was Michael Caruso, who
rocketed from near the rear
on Sunday to sixth, behind
a revitalised Russell Ingall
and Lowndes.

The other talking point
was the fact that this was
the first weekend of the
year in which Dunlop’s fast-
but-fragile Sprint tyre was

the only one in use.

Van Gisbergen nursed his
tyres better than most with
a deliberate strategy, but
Courtney’s speed will have
him licking his lips, as the
rule stays in place for the
next round.

@ Phil Branagan

RESULTS

Race 11 James Courtney (Ford
Falcon FG), 38 laps in 46m13.297s;
2 Craig Lowndes (Holden

Courtney (18) took his
first V8 double victory

i, P s N
Commodore), +14.846s; 3 Shane
van Gisbergen (Ford); 4 Jamie
Whincup (Holden); 5 Garth Tander
(Holden); 6 Steven Johnson (Ford);

7 Lee Holdsworth (Holden); 8 Rick
Kelly (Holden). Race 2 1 Courtney,
65 laps in 1h26m25.081s; 2 Tander,
+11.517s; 3 van Gisbergen; 4 Russell
Ingall (Holden); 5 Lowndes; 6
Michael Caruso (Holden); 7 Kelly;

8 Johnson. Peints 1 Whincup, 1191;
2 Courtney, 1167; 3 van Gisbergen,
984; 4 Kelly, 908; 5 Holdsworth,
903; 6 Winterbottom, 894; 7
Caruso, 834; 8 Johnson, 749.

Ishiura and Oshima spearhead Lexus dominance at Fuji

iroaki Ishiura and
H Kazuya Oshima in the
M]J Kraft-run Toyota
Lexus SC430 won the third
round of the Super GT
championship at Fuji
Speedway last Sunday.

The former GT300 class
champions were in good
shape from free practice on
Saturday and held the top

=
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=

position in every session
of the weekend.

Oshima took the start
and got away strongly,
followed by the similar
Lexus run by 2009
champion team TOM’S.
The teams were required to
make two compulsory stops
and change drivers for each
stint of the longest race of

SHHR
i

the season, and when
Ishiura took over the lead
Lexus he continued where
Oshima had left off to
retain the lead, before
handing the car back to his
team-mate for the finish.
In the final stint, TOM’S
driver Andre Lotterer got
close to the leader but
Oshima managed to hold

Ishiura/Oshimaled a
Lexus 1-2-3-4 at Fuji

on to his gap and had a 4.7s
lead over the German driver
when he crossed the finish
line after 88 laps. The Team
Le Mans Lexus duo of
Daisuke Ito and Bjorn
Wirdheim came home third,
completing an all-Lexus
podium, and there was yet
another Lexus just behind
them with Yuji Tachikawa
and Richard Lyons of the
Cerumo team in fourth.

Toshiro Kaneishi and
Kodai Tsukakoshi were the
first non-Lexus pair across
the line, finishing 52sec
behind the leaders for fifth
place in the Real Racing
Team-run Honda HSV.
They were followed by the
Hoshino Impul-run Nissan
GT-R of Tsugio Matsuda
and Ronnie Quintarelli.
Round two winners Takashi
Kogure and Loic Duval
finished seventh.

Ralph Firman and Yuji
Ide in the ARTA-run Honda
HSV made a good start and
held third place early in the

race, but contact with
another car sent them to
the back of the field.
Meanwhile, the NISMO
GT-R of Satoshi Motoyama
and Benoit Treluyer started
from the pitlane due to diff
problems and then retired
with an engine failure.
@ Jiro Takahashi

RESULTS

1 Hiroaki Ishiura/Kazuya Oshima
(Lexus SC430), 88 laps in
2h25m00.795s; 2 Juichi Wakisaka/
Andre Lotterer (Lexus), +4.741s;

3 Daisuke Ito/Bjorn Wirdheim (Lexus);
4 Yuji Tachikawa/Richard Lyons
(Lexus); 5 Toshihiro Kaneishi/Koudai
Tsukakoshi (Honda HSV-010);

6 Tsugio Matsuda/Ronnie Quintarelli
(Nissan GT-R); 7 Takashi Kogure/Loic
Duval (Honda); 8 Joao Paulo de
Oliveira/Hironobu Yasuda (Nissan).
Points 1 Wakisaka/Lotterer, 34;

2 Ito/Wirdheim, 32; 3 Ishiura/
Oshima, 27; 4 Tachikawa/Lyons, 25;
5 de Oliveira/Yasuda, 23; 6 Takuya
Izawa/Naoki Yamamoto, 15;

7 KaneishifTsukakoshi, 14;

8 Matsuda/Quintarelli, 13.
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FIA GT3
Silverstone, 1/6

RACES & RESULTS

QUICK RESULTS
~> Race 1 Cunill/Bergmeister

RACE RATING
Kk kkk

~» Race 2 Keilwitz/Hohendal

~> Pole Geipel and Lunardi

Fairly entertaining curtain-raiser
to the 2010 season

FIA GT3 SILVERSTONE (GB), MAY 1-2, RD 1/6

Close battle at Silverstone

paniard Jose Luis ‘Siso’
s Cunill was a late
addition to the
Trackspeed Porsche squad’s
line up for the FIA GT3
European Championship
opener at Silverstone and
walked away he with an
armful of silverware. The
Porsche Supercup driver
and Tim Bergmeister won
the opening round on
Saturday and went on to

finish third in Sunday’s race.

Cunill ran third to Argo
Lamborghini driver Philip
Geipel and Daniel Keilwitz
through the opening stint.
Bergmeister resumed in
third, but was unable to
match the pace of Mike

Keilwitzand Hohendal
took race-two honours
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Parisy in the Graff Racing
Chevrolet Corvette.

Parisy, who shared the
car with Joakim Lambotte,
quickly closed down on
Ellen Lohr in the Argo
Lambo. He took the lead at
Brooklands with eight laps
to go and looked on course
for victory when late engine
problems intervened.

Bergmeister had passed
Lohr when she spun and
inherited the lead from
Parisy with three laps to go.
The Corvette’s retirement
allowed Toni Seiler up to
second in the Chevy he
shared with Dino Lusardi.

Lohr just held on to third
ahead of Diego Alessi in the

solo Chad Racing Ferrari.

Daniel Keilwitz and
Christian Hohenadel
triumphed aboard their
Callaway-run Corvette in
race two, which went some
way to making up for their
retirement from second
place in race one with
overheating problems.

Hohendal took the lead
on a wet track on the
opening lap and managed
to hold off Kevin Estre’s
Mulhner Porsche for six
laps. The lead changed
when Estre spun at Abbey
as the two squabbled.

The erstwhile leader was
awarded a stop-go after
Hohendal crossed the

The Cunill/Bergmeister
Porsche won race one

pitlane entry line, but
Keilwitz hauled the car
back to the lead on lap 20.
Cunbhill overtook the
Fischer Racing Ford GT
driven by Mikko Eskelinen
to take third behind the
Hexis car of Manuel
Rodrigues and Frederic
Makowiecki with just
two laps to go.
@ Charles Godfrey

RESULTS

Race 11 Jose Luis Cunill/Tim
Bergmeister (Porsche 911 GT3 R),
28 laps in 1h00mM52.148s; 2 Tony
Seiler/Dino Lunardi (Corvette Z06
GTR), +4.26; 3 Philip Geipel/Ellen
Lohr (Lamborghini Gallardo);

4 Giacomo Petrobelli/Diego Alessi
(Ferrari 430); 5 Joe Osborne/Gilles
Vannalet (Porsche); 6 Csaba Walter/
Claudia Huertgen (BMW Z4). Race 2
1 Daniel Keilwitz/Christian
Hohendal (Corvette), 28 laps in
1h01m40.714s; 2 Manuel
Rodrigues/Frederic Makowiecki
(Aston Martin DBRS9); 3 Cunill/
Bergmeister; 4 Geipel/Lohr; 5
Walter/Huertgen; 6 Mikko
Eskelinen/Christoffer Nygaard (Ford
GT). Points 1 Bergmeister/Cunill 40;
2 Lohr/Geipel, 27; 3 Keilwitz/
Hohenadel 25; 4 Seiler/Ridrigues/
Lunardi/Makowiecki/Edward
Sandstroem/Patrick Soederlund, 18.

IN BRIEF

FIA GT4

Paul Meijer (above) won both
races in the European GT4 Cup
at Silverstone. Meijer took the
opening race aboard his Aston
Martin GT4 from Christian Dick’s
Speedworks Ginetta (which was
subsequently excluded for being
underweight) and the second
from Michael Mallock’s Aston.

SOUTH AFRICAN V8S
South African V8 honours at
Aldo Scribante last weekend
were kept entirely within the
Auby family. Series leader
Brandon won the first race while
his father Deon took the second.

SA PRODUCTION CARS
Hennie Groenewald scored a
surprise win in the South African
Production Car Championship
feature race at Aldo Scribante
last Saturday. Anthony Taylor
(BMW 330i) and Michael
Stephen (Audi A4) won the
earlier sprint races.

AUSTRALIAN F3

Mitch Evans took a clean sweep
of the two Australian F3 races
at Phillip Island last weekend.

AUSTRALIAN FFORD

Ryan Simpson and Nick Foster
shared the wins in last
weekend’s round at Queensland
Raceway. Simpson finished
ahead of Chaz Mostert and Geoff
Uhrhane in the first race, while
Foster took the points lead with
his race-two win over Ben
Jurczak and Adam Graham.

MEGANE TROPHY
Malfunctioning start lights
caused the opening race of the
Megane Trophy at Spa to be
annulled. When the season
eventually kicked off on Sunday,
Dimitri Enjalbert (below) took
victory from Nick Catsburg.

RENAULT




INTERNATIONAL
RACES & RESULTS
BRAZILIAN STOCK CARS

QUICK RESULTS
-> Winner Ricardo Mauricio

RACE RATING
22,0904

~» Pole position Valdeno Brito

Velopark, BR

~>» Fastest lap Brito

Action-parked start for the
new Velopark circuit

BRAZILIAN V8 STOCK CARS VELOPARK (BR), MAY 2, RD 3/12

Mauricio christens new Velopark with victory

icardo Mauricio
Rwon last weekend’s

incident-packed
Stock Car race at the new
Southern Velopark.

The RC Competicoes
driver started from the first
row but only took the lead
after opting to change just
two tyres at the mandatory
pitstop, a strategic move
that brought him back out
four seconds ahead of early
leader Valdeno Brito.

Starting from pole
position, Brito had looked
set for an easy win until
the pitstop. His race was
derailed when he opted for
four new tyres and 45 litres
of fuel while most rivals
went for 30 litres, which
dropped him back to fifth
place. Nevertheless, Brito
took the fastest lap while
recovering to third, but his
gearbox then got stuck in
fourth gear and he retired
after 33 laps.

But if Mauricio had an

easy drive to the flag, things
got tougher behind him as
the 34 cars grid proved too
large for the 1.34 mile
circuit. With two long
straights united by a
succession of slow corners,
the track was a harder test
for the brakes than
expected, causing more
than one incident at the end
of the pit straight, where
the 520bhp, 1350kg cars had
to slow down from 150 to
3omph. The first victim was
Max Wilson, who was hit
from behind by Alceu
Feldmann on the second
lap, losing his diffuser and
with it any chance to keep
the points lead he had after
the two initial rounds.
Aware of the risk, Atila
Abreu kept his nose clean,
following Mauricio from
the start and taking the
points lead by coming home
a safe second. Opting for
keeping the same tyres and
taking only 30 litres of

ethanol, he crossed the
line two seconds ahead
of Julio Campos, who also
had a quiet race.

Things were not so easy
to Popo Bueno. After losing
third place to Abreu during
the pitstop, he passed Diego
Nunes and elder brother
and defending champion

Mauricio took his first
win of 2010 for Chevy

-P" I;.“_
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Caca, who was a subdued
sixth. Luciano Burti made
up for qualifying 23rd by
beating Ricardo Zonta

for seventh.

@ Lito Cavalcanti

RESULTS
1 Ricardo Mauricio (Chevrolet
Vectra), 46 laps in 50m07.005s;
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2 Atila Abreu (Chevrolet); +1.076s;

3 Julio Campos (Peugeot 307); 4 Popo
Bueno (Chevrolet); 5 Diego Nunes
(Peugeot); 6 Caca Bueno (Peugeot);

7 Luciano Burti (Peugeot); 8 Ricardo
Zonta (Chevrolet). Points 1 Abreu, 49;
2 Mauricio, 45; 3 Wilson, 39; 4 Nono
Figueiredo, 37; 5 Allam Khodair, 25;

6 Campos, 24; 7 Daniel Serra, 19;

8 Caca Bueno, 19.

"'”F

Altuna in control for
Honda at General Roca

ariano Altuna became
M the season’s third

different TC2000
winner after a polished
drive aboard one of the four
works-supported Equipo
Petrobras Civics.

Altuna capitalised on
early contact between
leading duo Martin Basso
and Emiliano Spataro to
pass Spataro for second,
and immediately set about
chasing down Basso for the

lead. He made his move
with two laps remaining,
but Juan Manuel Silva’s
attempts to follow him
through resulted in contact
with Basso’s car that forced
Silva out with broken
suspension. Basso was able
to continue, albeit in third
place behind Matias Rossi.
Facundo Ardusso’s crash
at the final corner on lap 22
brought out the safety car,
prompting a six-lap sprint

L

Altuna’s Honda made
~ itthree fromthree

to the finish on the restart.
Altuna slightly edged away
from Rossi, but further back
there was some tough
scrapping for positions
seven through to 10. Jose
Maria Lopez, who’d early
fallen from eighth to 13th in
a first-lap skirmish, fought
to keep his standings lead,
charging back to eighth only
to suffer more contact and
drop back to 11th, and out
of the points. Lopez had
earlier claimed pole for the
race but was demoted back
to row seven of the grid for
the qualifying race by the
division’s handicap system.
@ Tony Watson

RESULTS

1 Mariano Altuna (Honda Civic), 31
laps in 51m31.674s; 2 Matias Rossi
(Renault Megane), +1.202s; 3 Martin
Basso (Ford Focus); 4 Francisco
Troncoso (Toyota Corolla); 5 Emiliano
Spataro (Fiat Linea); 6 Norberto
Fontana (Ford); 7 Mariano Werner
(Toyota); Nestor Girolami (Honda).
Points 1 Lopez, 36; 2 Rossi, 35; 3
Fontana, 32; 4 Altuna, 31; 5 Werner,
22; 6 Basso, 21; 7 Leonel Pernia, 18;
Girolami, 16.

FORMULA RENAULT 2.0 SPA (B), MAY 1-2, RD 2/8

Arthur is Pic of the bunch
as Korjun stays out front

rthur Pic took his
Aand Tech 1 Racing’s

maiden Formula
Renault 2.0 Eurocup victory
at Spa-Francorchamps with
a well-judged drive from
pole position in Saturday’s
opener encounter.

But Pic’s chance to make
inroads into Kevin Korjun’s
series lead was lost when
he stalled at the lights on
Sunday and was rammed
by the unsighted Jordan
Oakes and Bart Hylkema.

Sunday morning’s damp
conditions contributed to
Riberas and One Racing’s
Daniel Mancinelli colliding
on the race-two installation
lap, which removed both
drivers from contention
and allowed Andre Negrao
to take an early lead

As the circuit dried, the
handling on Negrao’s car
deteriorated and Korjun
seized the lead on lap eight,
the Estonian going on to

take his third win of 2010.

Jukka Honkavuori grabbed
second around the outside
of Negrao on the last lap.
@ Peter Mills

RESULTS

Race 11 Arthur Pic, 11 laps in
27m55.914s; 2 Kevin Korjus, +2.974s;
3 Genis Olive; 4 Daniel Mancinelli;

5 Luciano Bacheta; 6 Adam Kout.
Race 21 Korjus, 11 laps in
28m45.484s; 2 Jukka Honavuori,
+6.153s; 3 Andre Negrao; 4 Bacheta;
5 Kout; 6 Olive. Points 1 Korjus, 57;
2 Bacheta, 32; 3 Honkavuori, 16;

4 Daniel de Jong, 16; 5 Pic, 15;

6 Huge Valente, 15.
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A HAWK KIRKHAM 289 REPLICA/ The 289 and 427
SC are both available exact as original with the origi-
nal spec. chassis and hand formed aluminium bodies.
Body/chassis units fully wrapped with all internal
panelling, foot boxes, doors, boot and bonnet, all fitted
£18,950 + VAT. Agents for the UK and Europe. Hawk
Cars Ltd, Oakdene, Riverhall Hill, Frant, East Sussex
TN3 9EP. Tel: (01892) 750341 gerry@hawkcars.co.
uk

AUSTIN HEALEY 3000 Originally USA Import as
100/6 upgraded to RHD & full race/rally. Road regis-
tered MOT & Tax. Top specification. £55000. David
Smithies 01275 464096

26,500 miles, 2006 ( 56) Convertible, Silver
Grey Metallic, Champagne Leather, 18” M-Sport
alloys, Petrol, 6 spd manual gearbox, Climate

control, FSH, Front/side/knee driver &
passenger airbags, Wind deflector, Traction/
stability control, PAS, ABS, Remote power roof
opening/central locking, Alarm, Immobiliser,

Runflat tyres, 5-way adjustable sports seats,
Adjustable steering column, CD Stereo, Trip
computer, Locking wheel nuts, Electric mirrors,
Automatic headlights, Front fog lights, MOT

Dec ‘10, Viewing and tests welcome.

£13,750 ONO. +44 (0) 7960 115828

Classified Sections Available: :
2> Competition Racing Cars > Trailers & Transporters

FERRARI

TERRY KEYS INDEPENDENT FERRARI SPECIALIST
Based at Silverstone Race Circuit for all your Ferrari
needs, including servicing, parts and car sales and of
course “friendly advice”. 28 years experience work-
ing and feltling Ferrari’s. Cars also wanted to buy.
Please contact 01327 857368 or 07834 773081

FERRARI SERVICE - GTO ENGINEERING 20 years
experience rebuilding engines, transmissions and the
preparation of historic race cars. Extensive stock of
earlyFerraripartsavailable.Contact: GTO-Engineering,
Scarletts Farm, Scarletts Lane, Hare Hatch, Berkshire
RG10 9XE. Tel: 0118-9401101.

FERRARI DAYTONA SPIDER REPLICA by “Robin
Hood” Very well made replica. large history file
£15,950. Tel: 02476 349879 or 07831 715400 see:
www.rijohnson.co.uk or email: chapelendcars@
yahoo.com

LAMBORGHINI

1985 LAMBORGHINI JALPA Chassis Number:
ZA9Z00000FLA12199. Finished in red with black
interior. Targa roof with carbureted 3.5 litre V8 mid
mounted engine. Right hand drive, 5 speed rear trans-
axle gear box, air conditioning, electric windows, fully
independent suspension. Same owner since July
1987. Speedo reading 52,678 KM. Has been part of a
fabulous private collection for circa 20 years, please
see photos for interesting information regarding the
collector. We have been advised that Lamborghini
only made 410 of these cars in total with just 35 being
right hand drive. £32,995. see : www.oldtimerman-
chester.com Tel: 0161 456 3836

LOTUS EUROPA TWINCAM, 1971 low mileage, mas-
sive history file and only 5 owners from new. Must be
seen £10995. Tel: 01903 695626 website: www.
formergloryclassics.co.uk

->Road Cars For Sale »Web Directory >Marketplace

SUB-HEADING
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TEXT ONLY

£180 + VAT.
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: To Place an Ad:
TEL: 0208 267

LET US BUILD YOU a beautifully crafted re-creation of
one of the worlds most successful rally cars of all
time, the Stratos. The HF 3000 by Hawk Cars is avail-
able as a starter kit or as a fully finished ready to go
car. For more details contact Hawk Cars Ltd, Tel
(01892) 750341 gerry@hawkcars.co.uk or Talon
Sports Cars Ltd who are now our official build agents
for the HF 3000. Talon Sports Cars, Unit 23,
Hathernware Industrial Estate, Station Works,
Rempstone Road, Leicestershire LE12 5EW. Tel
(01509) 842740.

1973 MASERATI BORA LHD 4.9 LITRE 2 Seater body
by Giorgetto Giugiaro, painted in a rich damson metal-
lic with brushed stainless steel roof and cream inte-
rior (with head restraints). Mid engined V8, 5 speed
gearbox, electric windows, alloy wheels, air condi-
tioning and original radio/cassette player. The 4.9
Bora was the last of the line and the most desirable.
The coachwork is unmarked & the interior is beautiful
& original. It has covered just 21,000 miles from new,
having been dry stored for 13 years. The car is cur-
rently being recomissioned and serviced. Bora prices
have risen steadily in recent years and should make a
healthy return on your investment. It is one of the best
driving Italian supercars in the last 20 years. £75,000:
www.oldtimermanchester.com Tel: 0161 456 3836

1987 ARMOURED MERCEDES 500 SEL Nautic blue
with blue velour trim. Automatic, PAS, cruise control,
ABS breaks, electric windows, seats, sunroof and
mirror. Very unusual that these armoured cars have
electric windows. Original style alloys, air condition-
ing, front and rear heads, front and rear heated seats,
siren, wash wipes, rear foot stools, first aid kit, two
wing flag points and fire extinguisher. Becker mexico
soundsystem. Partial new exhaust just fitted. One
royal owner 22,442 KM (13,914 ML) will be MOTed
and re-commissioned at present being taken off dip-
lomatic plates. £29,995: Tel: 0161 456 3836. www.
oldtimermanchester.com

MERCEDES 220SEB COUPE, 1961 rare manual, p/
steering and sunroof. A really solid and genuine car
£21,995.Tel: 01903 695626 see our website: www.
formergloryclassics.co.uk

THE MYSTERY MORGAN BUYER tries hardest ,
travels furthest , pays most. We have European buyers
desperate for Morgans. Cash settlement, no SOR!
0207 385 3377 mysterymorganbuyer@gmail.com
Est. 30yrs.

MG-TF 1500 sound LHD import & one of the most
original & sound you will find. Rare opportunity .
Needs paint & Recommission. Arriving soon. £14,950.
see: www.rijohnson.co.uk Tel: 02476 349879 or
email: chapelendcars@yahoo.com or 07831 715400

ROLLS ROYCE

1958 ROLLS ROYCE CLOUD | Chassis No: SGE 180
Finished in Shell over Tudor Grey with green leather
interior, green carpets, nice burr walnut trim. 6 cylin-
der engine (4,887 cc), automatic transmission, power
assisted steering, factory spotlights, rear vanity mir-
rors, rear picnic tables, dual horns and one shot
lubrication system (working). Original handbook, just
serviced, speedo reading 47,000 miles (presume
147,000). Tax exempt. Drives really nicely. The last of
the really elegant shaped Rolls. These cars really are
exceptional value and must surely increase over the
next couple of years. Not a show car, but a really nice
useable 51 year old beauty that would always
impress. £28,950: www.oldtimermanchester.com
Tel: 0161 456 3836
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The Original and Best Selling Instant Shelter in the World!
E-Z UP Instant Shelter
\
P) www.e-zup.co.uk
%)

/" Tel: 01494 718800
Email: ezupshelters@aol.com

m HELMET GRAPHICS IN CAR CAMERA

LPTENTS

Roace ExhaousEis @&
Tel: 01753 532222

www.simpsonraceexhausts.com

Mike Fairholme Designs
Sole approved painter of Arai helmets.
Silver Birches, Corby Birkholme, Nr Grantham, Lincs NG33 4LE.
Tel: 01476 550630. Fax: 01476 550029.
email: fairholmedesigns@btconnect.com

www.fairholmedesigns.co.uk

WEB DIRECTORY

THLE mEEEi
ARLWINnNnG cCo

01204 544900 www.theawningcompany.co.uk

GOLDSTAR

www.goldstaronboard.com

CLOTHES
BOOKS
IMAGES
ACCESSORIES

WWW.STIRLINGMOSS.COM

s

STIRLINGMOSS

Cchasecam.co.u

National/Regional Law Firm of the Year 2009 Legal Business Awards
www.stevens-bolton.co.uk
dor.alexander@stevens-bolton.co.uk
483 734210/ 07887 713512

rivers, sponsors and
act Tudor Alexander.

manufacturers.

F1 SHOP-VIENNA
WWW.FORMULA1.CO.AT

EXCLUSIVEMOTORSPORTMEMORABILIA
+ BEST PRICES ON MERCHANDISE !

=
FINRLLRARP

’ For Everything Formula One
www.finallap.net WE BUY AND SELL
+44 [0)1245 287588 / 07771 920345

GB MOTORSPORTS LTD
lan Green
01454 227191
07766 108873

‘ www.gbmotorsports.co.

Fabrication and refurbishment
of race transporters

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

CLUBMAN

Tel. 01327 308833
Web. www.brianjames.co.uk

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

@‘ ’ ’ GearKits, LSD’s and Driveshafts
TrEnSTYSSOnS

Tel: 01782 280136 Fax:01782 269913
Email: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com

www.eli ing issi com

/ARE Svstems

ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC.

WWW.DRYSUMP.COM  (916) 652-5282

SGEHROTH

R A C 1 N S
www.schroth.com

MOTORSPORT 4 %%

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
WK OO OO

" OLD HALL PERFORMANCE LTD

<)RED LINE -%%

&
7671 7100
SYNTHETIC OIL 7677 Y480

e

|| [

sales@redlineoil-europe.com www.redlineoil-europe.com

RACE PRODUCTS

CHAMPIONS OF SAFETY
M E @ n @? Motorsport Fire
& Safety Systems

www.lifeline-fire.co.uk

CNC PORTING FOR

f g | = MOST MAKES.
j' r“' j fr r‘f.l’.' I‘T HEADS SCANNED
& MACHINED FOR

0161 4834810 5)orRs
www.cncheads.co.uk

@rR) Epg e

www.gprdirect.com
THE RACEWEAR EMPORIUM

WWW.ROYALPURPLE.CO.UK

/4 L 5
HETIC RACE OILS
01209 216 666

MOTORHOMES RACE PARTS

| New products New website

TCORBEAY

Professional Motorspart Eguament

www.corbeau-seats.co.uk

L L]
Pit to Car Radio
0044(0)1508

528837 _£a7 £40/0 mRRRNNNN

www.raceradio.co.uk

Q desktop to

l.U E‘ O r your doorstep

.C O .UK 08452 604104

)f‘. r O C e From your

RACING CARS FOR SALE
ALAN CORNOCK FCS
BUYING - SELLING - BROKERAGE
www.racingcarsforsale.co.uk
TEL: 01480 891212

lmage Manufacturers of bespoke

split im alloy wheels

www.imagewheels.co.uk

HAUTOSPORT.com

__A

TO/ADVERTISE'IN/THE'WEB DIRECTORY, PLEASE'CALL
020:8267 5858/0R E-MAIL autosport.ads@haymarket.com
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

NUMBER 1
AMERICAN MOTORHOME
ALS & HOSPITALITY UNITS

70 300 8008

--
AMERICAN
MOTORHOMERENTALS.COM )

THE UK’S NUMBER 1
FOR THE LAST 5 YEARS

MONACO CAYMAN

DAMON DAYBREAK

TO HIRE: FROM £1,500 / WKND
(+ DELIV.) SLEEPS 6 IN 4 BEDS

TO HIRE: FROM £3,000 / WKND
(+ DELIV.) SLEEPS 4 IN 2 BEDS

CALL US NOw ON 0870 300 s008

LARGE DISCOUNTS FOR EARLY
BOOKINGS AND SEASON RENTALS

SALES@AMERICANMOTORHOMERENTALS.COM
WWW.AMERICANMOTORHOMERENTALS.COM

If you are looking for Winnebago Hire or
Winnebago rental, be it a motorhome for
motorsport, an RV for a horse event, a
Winnebago for a film & TV shoot, or self
drive for a holiday, you only need one
website

.co.al

For any Winnebago, RV or American
motorhome sales you are just one
click away from the best suppliers
in the UK and Europe.

Please call us on 01327 700548
or email info@winnebago.co.uk

www.winnebago.co.u

USA RV Rental specialises in the rental
of American motorhomes or Winnebagos
for motorsport events, film and TV shoots,
festivals and self-drive holidays.

RV Rental or Winnebago Hire is rapidly increasing in
the UK and Europe and at USA RV Rental and we have
a fantastic fleet of Winnebago Motorhomes for hire for
any event, anywhere in Europe.

We offer an unrivalled service which includes on-site
support for all our customers at all events.

t: 01462 895908
e: sales@usarvrental.co.uk
w. www.usarvrental.co.uk

stingray

europe’s leader in american
motorhome rental & sales

Stingray RV is dedicated
to supplying luxurious
American motorhomes
to a varied range of
clients for any event,
anywhere in Europe.

It doesn’t matter if you
need a motorhome for
a 2 day race weekend at
Silverstone, a week at Le Mans or an entire
season, we have the right package for you.

We are currently taking bookings for all British and
European Motorsport events for 2010.

For more information or to hire a ‘home from home’
visit www.stingray K} /com, call 0870 241 5614
or email simon@stingrav@com

www.stingray .com




TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Results of more dedication

Towing efficiency.
Highly developed aerodynamic forms,
lightweight high strength steels, innovative
designs, compact specifications and industry
leading body manufacturing technology.

The result of dedication to improvement for
over 30 years. All of this plus the best value for
money. Quite a combination.

Race Shuttle RS2
RS2 summary specification:
Body: RTM moulded GRP with internal bonded ribs

Chassis: Galvanised steel 4.25m long x 1.95m bed width
Max capacity: 1,850Kgs (load)

Clubman

\.

Regional area sales contacts:

Central, Wales and Ireland:
contact Main office, Daventry

&

Richard Craven
Michael White
Adam Smart on: 01327 308833

Scotland and N.I. contact
Paul Bowker on: 07854 839582

South West contact
David Appleby on 07768 814710

Southern contact
Paul Balley on 07712 629549

Stockists in Aberdeen, Aberystwyth,
Brighton, Chester, Carlisle, Carnforth, Dundee, Dumfries,
Edinburgh, Enniskillen, Elgin, Exeter, Inverness, Maidstone,
Newcastle, Plymouth, Salisbury, Sheffield and more.........

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

Today we proudly introduce the brand new
Race Shuttle RS2 offering anyone transporting
compact race or rally cars a tailor made solution.

RS2 is a compact shuttle, with ample internal
space, packaged into a lightweight and easy
operation, including hydraulic tilt-beds.

Al

Race Shuttle RS5
BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

www.brianjames.co.uk Tel. 01327 308833
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

American motorhome rental
of quality, choice and value.

Call. 01872510716
www.rentmyrig.co.uk

DASTLE %5,

Manufacturing
Burrows Lea Ind. Est., Shere, Surrey, G1
www.racecar.co.uk/dastle email: james

- TEL : 01483 202813
ORE THAN JUST A TRAILER?”

optional colour finishes shown

PRG Trailers | Cheshire | UK | Tel: +44 (0) 1270 812402
Web: www.prgtrailers.co.uk | Email: info@prgtrailers.co.uk

tel. 01327 263 384
www.woodfordtrailers.com sales@woodfordtrailers.com

RL 3000

£5,950 + vat

45 Foot Step Frame Trailer 1986
Holds 5 Saloons + Spares. Tail Lift, Generator and Compressor.
Full length Deans Awning. Tall deep belly lockers. Recent MOT.
Used last year by British GT Ferrari Team.
Not pristine but a bargain, very useful and ready to go.
To clear at £5750 + VAT
Max Rostron 07836 524993

WEWill. meet you thére™-.

T
| mtm
=U

in full 360° panoramic
at our website
Luxury American Motorhomes for Rental
Call us now 01525 372626 www.freespiritrv.co.uk

Free Spirit RV offers an experienced luxury motorhome
rental service across the UK and Europe.

We look after both professional and private rentals for all manner of
events such as Formula 1 Grand Prix, Le Mans, music events,

R

D © .._/- > lali Explore our products
FRE _,S]“\HRJH\: [ x u u

film sets or even a remote luxury holiday base.

For sale or hire

1999 American C class.
31 foot, 10 berth, 6.8 V10
with LPG conversion.
On board generator, 240v
electrics including hook up.
Microwave, hob + oven, twin
dinette, leather trim, twin bunks.
Separate toilet + shower, full size
fridge / freezer, air con, hot water,
blown air heating, TV/DVD.
Superb throughout.
Any vehicle considered
in part exchange
£16,995

Tel - 0161 4274077
07845 406308 or 07710611113
E-mail - booth.jd@hotmail.com




PRODUCT SHOWCASE

RACING FUEL CELLS

ATL Fuel Pumps

Tel: 01908 351700 E: atl@ atlltd.com

ECU/Exchange Loom/Throttle Body Packages available

Complex modern
No problem 3

Our ECU's are capable of
dealing with the most
complex of modern engines
without the need to change
sensors or sacrifice key
features such as variable

ECU solutions for:
Honda 52000 and K20A
Ford ST170and Duratec
Toyota 2ZZ

I BMW Single

BMW Twin VANOS
Audi1.8T and 5 cylinder
ChevroletLS7.

Get the very best from
any engine and from only £495.00 + VAT.

DTAfast, 10 Boston Court, Kansas Ave, Salford M50 2GN
Tel: +44 (0)161 877 1419 Fax: +44 (0)161 877 7086
Email: office@dtafast.co.uk Website: www.dlafast.co.uk

© bre@;

SOLE UK IMPORTER & DISTRIBUTOR

2210 Silverstone Technology Park
Silverstone Circuit, Northants NN12 8TN
www.modeperformance.co.uk
steve@modeperformance.co.uk

Call 01327 855 999 for more details

RACING FUEL CELLS

ATL Historic Fuel Cells

Tel: 01908 351700

E: atl@ atlltd.com

FIA APPROVED .
FUEL SAMPLING KIT,
From £140.00ex. VAT
WWw.earl:

Telephone: 01327 858 221 Email: sales@earls.co.uk
Units 15 &16 Silverstone Circuit, Northants, NN12 8TL
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SUPRLIERS E)?T-IIGHQUALITY
RACE{&|RALLY/SARETY/EQUIPMENT,
& GENERAL MOTORSPORT ACCESSORIES.‘\__

OUR AIM IS TO PROVIDE YOU WITH
AN UNRIVALED SERVICE THAT
ENSURES YOU GET THE PRODUCTS
YOU CHOOSE, ON TIME.

VISIT:

WWW.MITCHELLMOTORSPORTS.CO.UK TO VIEW OUR FULL
PRODUCT RANGE

OR CONTACT
INFO@MITCHELLMOTORSPORTS.CO.UK

TEL:
07743 510972

-

NPG-R RACING COOLANT

100% WATERLESS NPG

NO DETONATION

200C BOILING POINT AT 7 PSI
SUPERIOR RACE LONG
TEMPERATURE CONTROL

MOTOR SPORTS PROVEN
COMPOSITE ADHESIVES
ANAEROBIC THREADLOCKERS
RETAINERS SEALS & GASKETS

01775 630 958
WWW.RACESTUFF.CO.UK

ww-thinkauto:.com
020/ 8568 1172

RACING FUEL CELLS

ATL Fuel Filters

. 0@ @
I\°
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Tel: 01908 351700 E: atl@ atlltd.com

To have your product featured on this page, please call 020 8267 5858 E-mail: autosport.ads@haymarket.com




LE MANS FEATURE

Essential Le Mans attire!
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These are just a few of the great designs
li h on offer, check out the entire range at:

www.slickattire.com
Tel: 0118 9582419

#AUTOSPORT - 24hr Secu ri,til

Look out for: * Serviced Toilets and Showers

Le Mans supplement issue - June 3rd * Trackside Views

* From only £265 per person
L] L]
I'e “ans race review issue -'"ne 17“' Including channel crossings & race tickets

+ Strictly Limited Availability

TeAM LANGOUSTINER 1544 873 0203

f Specrahsmg;m Packages for the 2010
; LQMans 24 hour & the 2010 Le Mans Classic www.lemansrace.com

2 :IIlElIIhI:::s ‘-‘ﬂ;g!:

We offer competitively priced packages:
%+ Race and grandstand tickets

4 Campsite passes
<+ Chateau Package for Classic

Grandstand seats for the 24 hour race in June are supplied
inclusive of general entry passes and a 2010 team T-shirt.

If you've thought about it but never got round to it, make sure
this is the year you discover ‘Le Mans’.
A Petrol Heads utopia....... You will not want to miss it again!

\
Visit our website or contact us for prices and details g %@ A BTA

www.teamlangoustine.com e ABTA No W597X

Tel: 0118 9797128
Email: thequys@teamlangoustine.com




RACE & RALLY CARS

FERRARI

Bmw 3.0cs racing car.

Fully rebuilt and restored, genuine 70s race
car not a replica! Suitable for masters,
youngtimers, tourauto etc. poa

phone 07764 183964 or 01487 815157.
DRIVERS WANTED

Join'The Saker, Sportscar, Challenge U] 2051 1!

More adrenaline than you can hand/ !

SPORTSCARS

UNITED KINODOM

T: Paul on 01538 306921 W: www.sakercars.co.uk E: paul@sakercars.co.uk

DRIVING INSTRUCTION

Get a head start on the opposition next season!
Take ad{/antage of some driver coaching from multiple
modern and historic GT race winner Oliver Bryant.
Now taking bookings for early 2010 dates at Silverstone,
Brands Hatch, Snetterton, Spa and many more.
Visit www.oliverbryant.com
or call 07946 524941 for more information.

Converted by Kessel in 2008.

Only raced a handful of times (Twice in French GT, once in
Britcar 4 Hour and recent winning car in Ferrari Open)
Maintained and built by Ferrari GB Motorsport department.
Currently maintained by FF Corse.

Ideal for Ferrari Open, British GT, GT Endurance and Britcar.
£130,000 + VAT

1966 Lola T70 MKII Spyder ex-AJ Foyt
Chevy 350 ci, 4 races since complete restoration at
Monterey and Goodwood Revival; ready to race.
Extra wheels and bodywork, HTP.
racingteamholland@gmail.com
tel: 0031 3569 40911

For more information please contact
Paul McNeifly on 07595 233038 or email paul @ fox-motorsport.com

2009 Ford Mustang FR500C GT4

Racing Team Holland car raced by Prince Pieter-
Christiaan, Prince Bernhard, Jan Lammers, Hans
Hugenholtz. Elegible any SRO GT4 series, VdV, etc.
2010 spec 495 bhp engine, upgraded suspension,

GPS based data, spares. Ready to race.
€ 105.000 + VAT
racingteamholland@gmail.com
tel: 0031 3569 40911

TVR GRIFFITH 400 CHASSIS NO 200/010
NEW HTP PAPERS. BODY WORK BY NIGEL
RUBENS. RACED 2009 SEASON (GUARDS
TROPHY). FRESH ENGINE FOR 2009 SEASON
385BHP. READY TO RACE. £90,000.00
TEL: SIMON 07885 944487

HAUTOSPORT

PLEASE(CALL(020/8267/5858

RADICAL

Radical SR3 Supersport, 1500cc, Low mileage, car only raced four times
in 2009, four podium finishes, comes with 12 wheels and spares package
can be viewed Snetterton on Tuesday 9th March, ring for full details
£25,000
Peter Ashton - 01502 578640 / 07881524233

$40 WRT - S9 WRC SUBARU - EX PRODRIVE CAR

CAN BE SUPPLIED IN EITHER TARMAC OR GRAVEL SPEC. ENGINE, GEARBOX
AND DIFF AT 300 KMS. ENGINE AND GEARBOX REBUILD BY AUTOSPORTIF.
FULL SPARES PACKAGE AVAILABLE BY SEPARATE NEGOTIATION.

Z PRICE £115,000

DOMFBUCKLEY
LSLAEN CONTACT:- NEIL BUCKLEY DOM BUCKLEY IRS LTD
M: 07917 519002 T: 01573 470220

ROAD CARS FOR SALE

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS WEB DIRECTORY

MARKETPLACE RACE & RALLY CARS

APPOINTMENTS




autosport.ads@haymarket.com

To advertise call 020 8267 5858
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MARKETPLACE

IN CAR CAMERA

GOLDSTAR

E-Z UP® SHELTERS
SALES & SPARES

Main UK distributors for all E-Z UP® Shelters,
Accessories and Custom Graphics.
#1 Best Selling® Instant Shelter in the World!™

www.grumpygrip.co.uk

SPEED SHELTER Il

ERESERN E -
Designed for Single

8'x 12" Seater or Race Car.
ECLIPSEIl
ECLIPSEir Available In Steel
8x8't020x10° O fpuminium
- HUB I
SEUER Make your

Shelter the

13%13'10 20020 Gheterine

Call or mail for a competitive quote now

Tel: 01462 730946 i,
Mob: 07802 484668 I |

Email: info@grumpygrip.co.uk

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9265 1007
Fax: +44 (0) 28 9265 2019
Email: ings@terapin.com

o WWW.terapin.com

e

The awning company UK -

Unit 1, Jubilee Works
Vale Street, Bolton
Lancashire BL2 6QF

Tel:- 01204 544900
Fax:- 01204 544901

o Kit prices from
5399 plus vat

MEMORABILIA

o
ENGINEERING

Championship winning
engine rebuilding and
preparation
Modern and Historic
Contact Paul Knapton
01922 454 858

|@xt: ngineering.com

F1 COLLECTORS.COM

#1 for F1 memorabilia
All F1 items
hought & sold
Chris Grint
01763 274448
www.f1collectors.com

sales@f1collectors.com

JMJ Automobilia
Suppliers of Race Memoribilia
since 1992

Florida, USA (609) 575-1143

email: JIMJ@JMJAUTO.COM
WWW.JMJAUTO.COM

PROBABLY THE
BEST RACING FUEL
IN THE WORLD

Full Inventory of FIM and FIA Blends and
Fuels for All Forms of Motorsports in the UK:
From Rallying to Motorcycles to Circuit.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: GEOFF PAGE RACING FUELS

geoff.page @btconnect.com | Office: 01621 859993

Mobile: 07968 163602

WWW.VPRACINGFUELS.COM

MOTORSPORT EQUIPMENT

..
\\ \\

Unit 45, Silverstone Circuit
Towcester
Northampton NN12 8TL

MARDI GRAS
MOTORSPORT =&

Saloon Car Preparation

tel: 01327 858006 fax: 01327 858800
email: info@mardigras.co.uk
web: www.performanceclutch.co.uk

Distributors and agents for:

||
RACING FUEL CELLS

VDO

Performance Instruments

VARLEY RED TOP™

THE ORIGIMNAL RACIMNG BAT TERIES

sErvro Line S m

RACING

SRTIMUGEN

| FERODO |[RACING |

liteline

Fire & Safety Systems Lid.

PERFORMANCE"
FRICTION
BRAKES

|| g’"““"”"""' &Castrol

HONDA

SCHRICK:
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RACE PREPERATION

FIA approved

MOTORSPORT/

252 PA E- |
FREE o ORSPORT

MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE . |

0906 250 1516

MARKETPLACE

Calls to 0906
numbers cost
50p per minute
CUCTIRIT RN
(Calls should
last no longer

A demon-iweeks.gn.

Speedsport are official
motorsport distributors for
the tesa range of tapes.
Tape stock always available
at our Silverstone base.

We also supply Helicopter
Tapes, aluminium foil tapes etc.

Tel: 01327 858 167 Fax: 01327 858 518
info@speedsport.co.uk
www.speedsport.co.uk  Momosiockists

..I T&K Precision Lid

are specialist manufacturers to
the motor racing industry.

® Custom made, high tolerance
Thread Rolled Studs & Fixings

® Fast turn-around

® Superior quality guaranteed

www.tkprecision.com

10 Gatelodge Close, Round Spinney,
Northampton, NN3 8R] UK

Tel: (0)1604 493101 Fax: (0)1604 493208
Email: sales@tkprecision.com

PUBLICATIONS

Car & Motorsport Books, Photos and collectibles.
New, old and rare. Free lists available on request. See
our website: www.simonlewis.com. Simon Lewis
Transport Books, PO Box 9, Coleford, Gloucestershire,
GL16 8YF Tel: (01594) 839369. simon@simonlewis.
com Mastercard/Visa welcomed. Established 1985

Order Parts Now!

01455 213072

www.hewpro.com

Ferrari Tyres:- Michelin XWX, TRX, etc Borrani
wheels and all styles of classic tyres available from
www.longstonetyres.co.uk 0044(0)1302711123

FOR ALL YOUR
== AVON

TYRES
MO TORSPORT
RACING TYRES
Inc. ACB 10 Formula Ford

Contact

RaceCar

consultants

Proven Performance

Race Car Consultants offer a multitude of services to the

motorsport industry, from the pure club level competitor to
top international teams, we aim to help you achieve your
race and championship winning ambitions.

A small selection of the services we offer are:

Vehicle Setup & Support
Computer Aided Setup & Design
Race Strategy & Tactics
Race Car Data & Technical Analysis
Regulation Reviews

T.01473 657582 E.info@racecarconsultants.com
www.racecarconsultants.com

o i { &
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BMTR LTD

Tel: 0121 331 1122

Fax: 0121 331 1144

email: sales@bmtr.co.uk
see our new web site at www.bmir.co.L

PROFESSIONAL MOTORSPORT EOQUIPNENT

n e e
ok ™
FE A
R
[ | RACING BYBTEME
SAFETY HAENE’:":EB

Wainwright Close, Churchfields Ind. Est,
St. Leonards-On-Sea,

East Sussex, TN38 9PP England
COMTALT US FOR
Tel: 01424 854499
Fax: 01424 854488

email:sales@corbeau-seats.co.uk 4

1S

www.corbeau-seats.co.uk
email:sales@Ilukeracing.co.uk
www.lukeracing.co.uk

MARKETPLACE
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THE RACEWEAR EMPORIUM ' = .

gordirects:

HUGE STOCK ¢ FAST DELIVERY
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. . 4pmon Saturday-
Opening times: 9am - 6pm Mon to Fri, 9am - 4P
P Unit 1, Silverstone Technology Park,
Silverstone Circuit, Towcester, Northants, NN12 8TN




HAUTOSPORT

APPOINTMENTS

PUBLICATION DATE EVERY THURSDAY

BOOKING DEADLINE MIDDAY MONDAY PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
COPY DEADLINE MONDAY 5PM PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
ALL ADVERTS PLACED FEATURE IN THE APPOINTMENTS SECTION

OF AUTOSPORT.COM FOR ONE WEEK

CALL 020 8267 5865

ADAM.RUTTER@HAYMARKET.COM

FOR ALL AVAILABLE VACANCIES PLEASE GO TO THE JOBS SECTION OF AUTOSPORT.COM

L
Alpha Composites is a sp of carbon composi ponents /\
in the Defence, F Security, Aerospace and Sport & Leisure markets. a I] a  oF <
Following a major contract award we require further Composite Laminators. COMpOos ites

Composite Laminators

* Ability to read engineering drawings & understand lay up techniques for both components & moulds.
Laminate Supervisor

* Ability to motivate & lead a team to meet the timely delivery of customer requirement to a high standard.
* Possess skills necessary to lead by example, problem solve, and on occasions train staff.
* Good communication techniques.

All applicants

* Will have the ability, willingness & flexibility in working to deadlines. You will be self-motivating, with a pride in
manufacturing a quality product for our Customers, and will function equally well either in a team, or on your own.

Please submit your CV by post or email no later then 14th May 2010, together with a covering letter stating which role you
are applying for and hourly rate expectation. Company contributory pension subject to qualifying period. No agencies.

If you have no previous experience, and are interested in joining us as a Trainee Laminator, then please send in your CV
with a covering letter explaining what attracts you about the possibility of learning composite lay up techniques, and what
you feel you could offer to Alpha Composites.

Alpha Composites Ltd, 14 Top Angel, Buckingham Industrial Estate, Buckingham, MK18 1TH.
Email: personnel @alphacomposites.co.uk

GKN Aerospace is the world’s leading independent

first tier supplier of aircraft structures,
components, assemblies and engineering
services to the global aviation market.

The following vacancies are available at our new
facility at Western Approach, Severn Beach:-

* NC Programmers .
* Tooling Engineers -
* Product Engineer .

Quality Controller
Quality Engineer
Project Controller
* Development Engineers

* Manufacturing Engineers (Composite and
Assembly)

* Materials & Processes Engineers
* Composite Technician / Trainers

« Composite Operators (with previous
experience)

Closing date for applications is Friday 21st May.

To apply, please send a CV and covering letter clearly indicating
the role you wish to apply for to filton.recruitment@gknaerospace.
com or write to Recruitment, HR Dept, GKN Aerospace, PO Box
500, Golf Course Lane, Bristol, BS34 9AU.

With limited jobs there’s

THE NEED

A\

SILVERSTONE

Event Safety & Security Staff -

Email: silverstone@uk.g4s.com
or call 0208 722 2591

INVESTORS ~ We are an equal

o,
N, N PEOPLE opportunities employer

¢ 3!
W

EXPECT>MORE

EXCELLING THROUGH FXPERIENCE

Mane Contract Services urgently require a number of Engineers at various
levels to cover several contracts with our prestigious clients across the UK
and Europe. Applications are invited from Graduate / HNC caliber candidates
with relevant automotive experience

Mechanical Design Engineers. Catia V5, Detailed design of structural
components. High Performance Vehicles or F1 and composite materials Exp
Ref 40202 & 40428.

CAD Engineer. Unigraphics NX5 to produce fully feasible models. Motorsport
exp. Ref 40347

Systems Engineers - Developing Systems and Sub Systems for Ruggedized
Vehicles, Pro E Wildfire 4: Ref 39826.

Electronic Design Engineers. MatLAB and/or OrCAD - design of HV power
systems up to 400V for Hybrid Systems H/W and S/W positions available:
Ref 40212.

Manufacturing Engineers - BIW & components Lean Manufacturing Projects
inc. Facilities / Layout, Manpower, Tooling, etc. Ref 40460

Design Engineers - Pro E, Wildfire 4 - Design of various aspects of Military
vehicles. German/Spanish speakers ideal but not a necessity, MUST be fluent
in English, long contracts. Ref 39830

Call for info on these and other roles for automotive engineering
professionals across the UK and mainland Europe.

+44 1923 470 750  email: prof@mane.co.uk  www.mane.co.uk
Mane Contract Services operates as an employment agency
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formula one team

CFD Aerodynamicist

We are looking to fill an Aerodynamicist position within the future projects
group at Force India, presenting an exciting opportunity for a highly motivated
and creative engineer. Under the guidance of the Aerodynamic Group
Leader, the Aerodynamicist will be responsible for moving the aerodynamic
development of the car forward, pursuing current directions, improving
understanding and investigating new concepts.

A solid understanding of aerodynamic principles and experience in using
CFD in a design environment are pre-requisites. A good understanding
of current F1 aerodynamics, flow structures and interactions would be
advantageous.

Software Developer

We are looking for an enthusiastic software developer to fill a new position
within the CFD group.

The selected candidate will be expected to excel in a problem-solving
environment, developing applications, tools and methods to bind and
continually improve the entire CFD process.

Practical experience of development languages such as Python, PHP /
MySQL in a Linux environment and a proven background in bringing practical
solutions to problems are pre-requistes for this position. Experience in

CFD is not essential, but a desire to learn, understand and contribute is
paramount.

If you are interested in applying for any of the above positions,
please email your CV with a covering letter including your current salary to:
sarah.watson@forceindiaf1.com (closing date 14th May 2010)

NO AGENCIES

Chief Mechanic
N°1 Mechanic

The Marc VDS Racing Team is looking to recruit

a Chief Mechanic and a No.1 Mechanic to play

a pivotal role within the organisation’s FIA GT1
World Championship team.

The successful applicants will have extensive
prior experience in either GT Racing or

high-level single-seater categories.

Both positions would be based at the Marc VDS
Racing Team headquarters in Belgium, where the

team’s Ford GT cars are prepared prior to each
race weekend.

Flexibility in working hours and approach
will be required for both positions.

Applicants should submit a covering letter and
current CV to the following email address:

bas @marcvds-group.com.

Applications must be received before
15th May 2010.

www.marcvds.com

LotusRacing are looking to recruit for the positions of SENIOR COMPOSITE DESIGNER, SENIOR MECHANICAL

DESIGNER, RACE TEAM SECRETARY and CNC PROGRAMMER/SETTER/ OPERATOR.

SENIOR COMPOSITE DESIGNER.

To produce designs, drawings and layup booklets of composite and associated non-composite parts and assemblies for use on a F1 car, this is to
include any associated jigs and tooling required to manufacture these items. To understand and/or define the requirements of any given project. Ensure
designs meet the requirements of the project as laid down by the head of composite design. Ensure designs comply with the FIA regulations. Produce
designs compatible with current manufacturing methods. Produce designs that can be produced within the given timescales and in a cost effective way.
Liaise with suppliers and internal departments to ensure the smooth manufacturing and assembly of components and assemblies. Liaise with the FE

D

department to ensure their designs are structurally sound and of minimum weight. Produce drawings, 3D models, layup books and any other associated

documents that are clear, concise and conform to Lotus Racing Drawing office standards.

Core skills/Knowledge: Good verbal and written English. Good project management skills. Proven 3D CAD experience, preferred Catia V5. Excellent
knowledge of F1 composite materials and processes. Proven F1 composite design experience (ideally primary structures). Good team player. Excellent

problem solver.

SENIOR MECHANICAL DESIGNER

LOTUS

RALCING

We require a dedicated, dynamic, highly motivated individual to join our Design Office, they will in main be specialising in the design of suspension components . The successful applicant must
be able to demonstrate the ability to design and detail components and assemblies from concept through to race car use, this includes all associated jigs, tooling and test fixtures to progress
their designs through manufacture and test. To ensure the final product meets the requirements of the design, liaison with the manufacturing departments, race team and external suppliers is
an important aspect of this role.

Core skills/Knowledge: Excellent knowledge of current F1 car suspension. Experience of solid modelling and surfacing with 3D CAD (preferably Catia V5). Educated to degree level in a relevant
engineering discipline. Excellent communication skills. Ability to deliver under pressure and compressed time lines. Team player. Excellent problem solving ability.

RACE TEAM SECRETARY

A great opportunity has arisen to work for Lotus Racing in Norfolk for an experienced Travel Coordinator/ Team Secretary. The ideal candidate will have an excellent understanding of all

aspects of the travel industry, this should be gained through prior experience working in a Business Travel role. Booking of flights and itinerates cost comparisons between direct / in-direct flight
itineraries (Business & Economy comparisons). Arranging via the Web lo-cost/ scheduled airline bookings. Processing of airline ticket refunds and excess baggage payment requests. Booking of
car hire and hotel accommodation (local and worldwide). Booking of ferries/ Euro tunnel/ Eurostar/ domestic and overseas rail. Processing of passports, renewals and visa applications. Advice
on visas/ health requirements for worldwide countries. Checking on car hire and hotel bill-backs.

Key Qualities: Previous business travel experience. Excellent at Time Management and communication skills. First-rate telephone manner. Able to work under pressure and be self-motivating.

Articulate in the administration field and other office duties. Excellent in organisational skills. Undertake general administration duties to support the department. A working knowledge of
Microsoft Office (Word, Outlook and Excel). A good team player with a sense of humour.

CNC PROGRAMMER/SETTER/OPERATOR
We are seeking experienced CNC programmer/setter/operators to start immediately in our machine shop and pattern shop in Hingham.

Machine shop CNC Machinists will programme/set and operate Bridgeport CNC milling machines and Mazak CNC Lathes. Experience of Heidenhain CNC Milling and Mazatrol CNC Turning is
highly desirable, but not necessarily required. Applicants must have either a CNC Turning or milling background, preferably with experience of machining hi-grade specification alloys and steel
precision components. Additionally a pattern maker is required to programme/set and operate 5 axis CNC Thermwood routers. Ideally you will be familiar with machining tooling block, foams and
carbon. You will have worked from engineering drawings and set your machines.

You will need to demonstrate and provide evidence of your previous work, vocational training, travel and/or periods of unemployment and eligibility to work in the UK. You will need to provide
credible references from your current/previous employers.

For all positions please apply in writing enclosing a current CV to

HR Manager Lotus F1 Racing, Hingham Industrial Estate, Ironside Way, Hingham, Norfolk, NR9 4LF
or by email to hr@lotusfiracing.my

NO AGENCIES




» All the national & club race, rally and historic news. Plus full reports and results round-up
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MICK WALKER

Donington to hold racing

Masters event will mark track
reopening this September

=
£

again after Wheatcroft deal

Circuit owner will underwrite track work to bring racing back in September

DONINGTON PARK owner
. Kevin Wheatcroft has given the
green light for work to begin
so that the circuit can reopen for racing
in September this year.

Wheatcroft has agreed to underwrite
the cost of the work needed to return the
track to serviceable condition, following
the damage caused by the British GP bid.

The Masters Historic Festival meeting,
originally scheduled for June 26-27, will
take place on September 3-5 and become
a three-day circuit-reopening event.

Wheatcroft said: “The plans to
reopen the new, improved Donington
are progressing well. We are confident
the track can be reopened for testing,

Wheatcroft Jr (right) wants
tomaintain father’s legacy

=
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subject to obtaining the necessary
licences, during August 2010, and we
will be hosting the Masters Historic
Festival on the first weekend of September.”
As part of the celebration, the Masters
meeting will include a demonstration
of cars from the Wheatcroft Collection.
Masters founder Ron Maydon said:
“We are very proud to be the first
organisation invited to help promote
the grand celebration, which sees the
return to the much-loved circuit.”

JOINT VENTURE POSSIBLE
AUTOSPORT understands Wheatcroft is
open to running the circuit in conjunction
with other parties, or selling the freehold

or leasehold to operators who could then
pay for the work already completed.

Donington race director Robert
Fearnall said: “The decision has been
taken that the work will go ahead.

There are sufficient options to ensure
Donington will continue as a racetrack.”

Donington advisors recently met with
the MSA’s John Symes and are finalising
plans and costings for the work, which is
scheduled to begin after the Download
music festival on June 11-13.

As well as the moving of the Masters
meeting, the MSVR/Formula Palmer Audi
event scheduled for August 14-15 has
been cancelled, and the new Masters
event has replaced a BARC meeting.

BTCCAND GT DATES SET

All dates after the September reopening,
including the British Touring Car
Championship (September 18-19) and
British GT meetings (October 16-17) are
expected to go ahead. Fearnall confirmed
that further events, including a possible
winter series, could be added.

All 2010 dates will take place on the
National circuit, which will feature an
earlier right-hand entry into Goddards
chicane to increase run-off, as requested
by the MSA. The Melbourne loop will
then be worked on over the winter for
possible use in 2011.

New entries to join Formula
Ford pack at Knockhil, p102

AUTOSPORT SAYS...
|

KEVIN R
TURNER
NATIONAL
EDITOR

kevin.turner
(@haymarket.com

FOR THE second time in Donington
Park’s history, the Wheatcroft family
has saved the day.

As the grand prix bid hit more and
more trouble last year, it seemed
that British motorsport would have
to mourn two losses: that of Tom
Wheatcroft, who died in October,
and the circuit he had brought
back to life in the 1970s.

Now his son Kevin has agreed
to underwrite the work needed to
bring Donington back. Again.

He might not have the same level
of passion for the sport as his father
- tanks and military vehicles are
among his loves - but Kevin has
resisted the temptation to sell the
venue off to a non-motorsport buyer,
a temptation that would surely have
brought him great financial benefits.

Instead, he has moved to protect
his father’s legacy, and for that we
should all be grateful.

It also seems fitting that it is the
Masters organisation, with its mix of
the 1960s and '70s machinery with
which Tom was so familiar, that will
put on the first show of the third era.
@ Ayrton Senna starred in
Donington’s only post-war GP and
was a Monte Carlo master, but this
week’s Monaco Historique report (see
page 106) features a man who is now
well ahead of the great Brazilian’s
victory tally around the principality.
Okay, so Duncan Dayton’s 10 wins
haven’t been achieved at the highest
level, but his success on the streets
is still pretty impressive, particularly
for a driver not known for holding
anything back.

Extra contact details
Ben Anderson, editorial assistant
ben.anderson@haymarket.com
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Findlay w_u Knockhil

BRITISH FORMULA FORD
frontrunner Garry Findlay is to
make a surprise return to the
series at Knockhill this weekend, driving
for a new works Spectrum team.
Findlay, who finished third in the
standings last year and took a win
at the Scottish venue in a works
Van Diemen, will drive a Mark Bailey
Racing Spectrum o011C.
MBR is the UK importer for the

et

sheadstokorn

fmite:

Australian-built machine and had been
supporting Kevin Mills Racing as a works
squad. But Bailey has now decided to run
a car ahead of a possible 2011 assault.
“KMR only had Dan Cammish out
at the first round, so [Spectrum boss]
Mike Borland and I talked about getting
more cars out. I decided to do it, but
only with a good driver.
“At this stage it’s only a one-off, but
we might do more races later in the year

flaFord

b aniéﬂ’king Lind joins Van Diemen

= . .
. ﬁ—“ inthe Festival twice

—

and are looking at running a team in ’11.”
Findlay, who could also race in the
new Aston Martin GT4 Challenge this
season, said: “Spectrum called me and
wanted me to do it — I couldn’t say no.
“Mark wants results and feedback.
I think if we could get on the podium
that would be a great start for him.”
KMR has added a car to its attack, for
Swedish racer Milton Lundstrom. “He’s
doing Knockhill and hoping to do six

Lind has already raced

more rounds,” said Mills.

Reigning Danish Formula Ford
champion Dennis Lind has also joined
the series, driving a fourth works Van
Diemen. The 17-year-old has appeared at
the Formula Ford Festival and is hoping
to contest the rest of the season.

Van Diemen boss Lindsay Allen said:
“He hasn’t driven the car competitively
since the Festival, but he’s not going to
be far away from the pace.”

R“;in nsat;)ps play
in FRenault UK

FORMULA RENAULT UK organisers
were forced to abandon the first of two
races at Brands Hatch last weekend
because of a torrential downpour.

The first race started behind the
safety car, but was abandoned halfway
around the first lap as the intensity
of the rain increased.

Teams and drivers were almost
universal in backing the decision.
Manor Competition co-owner Sarah
Shaw, whose drivers Lewis Williamson

and Will Stevens were first and second
on the grid, said: “It was disappointing
for us, but there was no way they could
run it. If that last downpour hadn’t
happened we'd have been okay.”

Team Firstair’s lan Barnwell added:
“It made a lot of sense, given the [lack of
spare] parts situation [on the new carl.”

Points leader Tamas Pal Kiss, who has
won both races in wet conditions this
season, said: “The worst thing is that
we waited in the cars so long [for the
scheduled start time].

“We could have started the race
earlier behind the safety car, and after
two or three laps maybe we could have
sprayed some of the water off the

circuit. But, as it was, it was obvious
that the circuit was too bad.”

It is expected that the race will be
rerun from the grid positions decided
at Brands as a third race on the
Snetterton weekend of August 7-8.

Appalling conditions F
forced cancellation
bt ,._ -

Renault Clio Cup

Dixon forced
out after shunt

RENAULT CLIO Cup newcomer
James Dixon was forced to miss
the Brands Hatch round last
weekend after a crash in testing.
TCR driver Dixon lost control
at Westfield and crashed into the
barriers. His car needs re-shelling.
“I was offered another car but
didn’t have £1200 to transfer the
insurance,” said Dixon, who was
fourth fastest when he crashed.

B

MOTORSPORT
INSURANCE
SERVICES

EVERY type of insurance that ANY person involved in Motorsport may require

ON EVENT - PERSONAL ACCIDENT -

MOTORTRADE - COMMERCGIAL - LIABILITY

www.rallyinsurance.co.uk or call 01943 884555

Motorsport Insurance Services Limited is Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority
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Ginetta Junior

Tollbar G40 cleared by Ginetta

GINETTA HAS moved to allay rumours
that some cars in its Junior series have
been running illegally modified parts.

After Rockingham’s second round, it
was suggested by some in the paddock
that Jake Hill’'s Tollbar Racing-run car,
which has now won a race at each of
the first three meetings, had been using
an illegally modified differential.

The unit was removed at Ginetta’s
behest after the Rockingham round
on April 25. It was taken to Ginetta’s
premises where, two days later, it was
examined in the presence
of an MSA scrutineer. All
the seals were intact and,
once opened, the innards
were found to be legal.

Tollbar Racing team
owner Michael Flounders
said: “I've been in racing
for along time and we
have never cheated and

New Chevron GR8 gets rear-wing revamp

Organisers of the Chevron GR8 Challenge have added arear
wing to their new two-litre Cosworth-powered car. They are | -
expecting six cars for the first race at Silverstone this weekend.

never will. There are various areas
on the car where you can find an
edge without cheating.”

The team left its Matlock base
the following day in readiness for the
official test at Brands Hatch last Friday,
time constraints meaning that Hill's
car used an alternative differential
at Brands Hatch.

Ginetta boss Lawrence Tomlinson
said: “The series is strictly policed.
That is why we had the inspection
done so quickly.”

= Hillhas set Ginetta
. Junior pacein2010

'

—

FormulaRenault UK

Broken hand forces out Palmer
as Manor driver stands down

TOP FORMULA RENAULT UK
teams Manor and Fortec could be
seeking new drivers after both squads
shrunk from four to three cars at
Brands Hatch last weekend.

Josh Mulholland has terminated
his campaign with Manor, while an
accident in the official test last Friday
could herald the end of Chrissy
Palmer’s season with Fortec.

It is understood that Mulholland, a
leading contender in the BARC series
last year, is disappointed with results.

Manor boss Tony Shaw said: “When
you come into FR UK you shouldn’t
have any expectations other than to

make mistakes in your first year
and go for results in the second. ”

Formula Ford Festival winner
Palmer went off at Hawthorn bend
in testing. Although he did not hit the
barriers, he broke his hand when it
caught in the steering wheel as he
went into the gravel trap.

Fortec team manager Dave Moore
is doubtful Palmer will be able to
make upcoming tests and is hoping
F3 ace Oli Webb, who took third in FR
UK for Fortec last season, can fill in.

“Wed like Oli to do some test and
development work for us, but that
depends on the rules,” he said.

MARCUS PYE

HUMBLE PYE

onaco, the most
glamorous (and unlikely)
racetrack in the world, has

attracted motorsport’s stars and
glitterati since 1929. Even Formula 1
circus ringmaster Bernie Ecclestone
- who obligingly posed for photos
with fans - turned out alongside
94-year-old Robert Manzon and
Hernando da Silva Ramos for its
Automobile Club’s seventh Grand
Prix Historique. Enthusiasts who
habitually frequent the event, run
in alternate years, rated the seventh
edition the best yet...

| had only been once previously,
thus comparisons are difficult, but
the organisers appeared more
comfortable with their (very
desirable) product. Actually, it
seemed more relaxed than I'd
remembered, unless, like preparer
Hall & Hall, you were running 14
cars. Or repairing crashed or
broken ones on the harbourside.

The golden thread that binds the
race programme is the history of
the contemporary Grand Prix itself,
and its supporting acts over the
81 years since William Grover
‘Williams’ won the inaugural
showpiece in his Bugatti T35. This
time, Duncan Pittaway and marque
expert Tim Dutton drove their Type
35s out from Britain, raced them
and headed north againona
remarkable motoring adventure.

The World Championship has
been with us for 60 years now,
and its first half is represented.
The only pity was that a change

in the regulations obliged

‘ Two cars stood
out as stars for

me: Jim Clark’s Lotus

49 and the Monaco-

winning Cooper T60”

The voice of club motor racing

numerous teams with three-litre

F1 cars of the 1970s, with original-
equipment aluminium roll hoops,
to change them overnight for steel
ones in situ, or pack up! One team
faxed drawings to ace fabricator
Bob Simpson, who made onein a
day, had 1970s Formula Atlantic
driver Cyd Williams courier it out,
then worked an all-nighter to fit it.
Another used a rival team’s mobile
workshop and welding gear, plus a
local workshop’s tube-bending kit.
All bar one of those affected raced.

Two cars stood out as stars for
me. The return of Lotus 49 R2,
restored to Jim Clark’s 1967-spec for
Chris MacAllister by Classic Team
Lotus, was previewed in these
pages, but Bruce McLaren’s '62
Monaco-winning Cooper-Climax
T60 (see page 104), a true timewarp
car, was equally stirring.

And the inclusion of Formula 3
races for the first time was a
masterstroke. Not only did this
attract huge fields of beautifully-
prepared cars, but it made Monaco
accessible to real racers, and
Emanuele Pirro’s abundant ability.
They need to be run every time,
even if that means two races on
Saturday. With an entry fee of
£3800 per car, plus the logistics of
decamping there, | doubt that I'll be
sampling the hallowed streets of
Monte Carlo from the cockpit
of aracing car any time soon,
but many pushed the
boatoutasa
live-for-today
opportunity.




Group C/GTP

Jagermeister 962
heads to Group C

HISTORICRACER
Steve Tandy will join the
Group C/GTP Racing
series this season with
a Jagermeister-liveried
Porsche 962.

Tandy, who also owns
a Lola T70 Mk3B, Jaguar
E-type Lightweight and
Group 4 Ferrari Daytona,
will race in the Spa and
Paul Ricard races with
chassis 006. It will be
run by Peter Chambers
Automotive, which
prepares Tandy’s stable
of machinery.

The car was raced
chiefly by Oscar Larrauri
in period. It scored a
World Sports-Prototype
Championship best result
of fourth at Spain 1989,
driven by Larrauri and
Roland Ratzenberger.

Auto Union racers hit the streets of Monaco
Audibroughtits Auto Union C and D types to the Monaco Historique
last weekend. Here, Le Mans legend Jacky Ickx demonstrates the

| three-litre V12 485bhp D-model, which never raced on the street track

After being crashed in
Mexico City in 1990, the
car was rebuilt by Chris
Crawford’s Group C Ltd
concern in 2000. Tandy
bought it from Henry
Pearman last year.

“The 962C has always
been an iconic and very
successful car and, in
the Jagermeister livery,
a fabulous looking
machine,” he said.

“It seems that Group C
is gaining momentum
after a few years in the
doldrums and hopefully
will turn into one of the
premier historic series,
attracting more cars.

“My targetis to
achieve a reliable car
upon which we can build
the speed for a full
campaign in 2011.”

Tandy will

race 962

Big V8s are set to make
the Chevrons look small

Guards Troply N

Big bangers for Guards
Oulton Park endurance race to feature big V8s taking on 1960s
sports-racers; experiment should become regular feature in 2011

THE HISTORIC Sports Car Club will allow
. pre-1966 big-banger sportscars into its Guards

Trophy field at the Oulton Park Gold Cup this
year and could introduce them into the series in 2011.

Guards Trophy currently caters for pre-1966 GT
cars of unlimited capacity and under two-litre
sportscars. Two-litre pre-1968 racers also compete
as non-points scorers, which has allowed cars such
as the Chevron B8 to dominate the races.

Now larger-capacity sports-racers, including Lola T70
Mk1, McLaren M1, Lotus 30 and Crossle-Ford V8, will be
able to run with the Guards Trophy sportscars at Oulton
Park, where the GT's will again be given a separate grid.

HSCC chairman Chris Sharples said: “The plan is
to run an invitation class for pre-1966 unlimited

sports-racing cars for the pilot race.

“I've looked at their lap times compared to the
Chevrons and they are similar, so I think it will be close”
Sharples confirmed that the initiative could be more

widespread in future: “We can only run them when the
sports-racers run separately from the GTs — I don’t
think we should put MGBs and McLaren Mis in the
same race — so we’ll look for occasions when we can
find the track time to run separate races. We hope to
have more of those opportunities next year.”

@ The HSCC has received over 500 entries for its 13-race
programme on the Silverstone Bridge (nee Grand Prix)
circuit this weekend. The largest entry is for the Guards
Trophy, which has attracted over 60 cars, while nearly
40 will start the new Stirling Moss Trophy event.

Monaco Historique

GP-winning Cooper races again

- =
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BRUCE McLAREN’S 1962 Monaco
Grand Prix-winning Cooper T60 started
its first race in more than four decades
at last weekend’s GP Historique, having
spent the majority of the intervening
period in the Donington Collection.

Its owner, American William Pohlad,
entrusted the car - also driven by Tony
Maggs, Mario Cabral and John Taylor
in period - to historic ace Gary Pearson.

Sid Hoole, who was responsible for

Pearson raced GP- l
winning Cooper T60 |
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recommissioning it, said: “It is a real
timewarp car, so we kept it as original
as possible, right down to the paint.

“The 1500cc V8 engine is [Coventry-
Climax FWMVI number one, which
makes it extra special.”

Pearson was black-flagged for
dropping oil while lying second, but had
already finished runner-up in the front-
engined GP car race in Jo Bonnier’s
1959 Dutch GP-winning BRM P25.
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1TV4 COMMENTATOR Simon Hill drove
the Ginetta G50 Cup guest car at Brands
Hatch last weekend and claimed 10th,
14th and eighth-place finishes. Hill also
took two Chairman’s Cup class wins.

BRITISHSUPERSTOCK motorcycle
star Dennis Hobbs (below) will make
his car-racing debut at Knockhill this

: weekend. He will

£ drive the guest
&% car in the Scottish
Mini Cooper Cup.

et
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PORSCHE CARRERA Cup racer Paul
Mace made a class-winning return to
action at Brands Hatch last weekend.
Mace, who broke his ribs in a crash at
the opening round at Thruxton, took
Pro-Am 2 honours in race two.

ANEW Croft Circuit Supporters Club
has been launched, aimed at bringing
together enthusiasts of the North East
venue and securing its future. The
initiative has the backing of Croft Circuit,
Croft Promosport Ltd and the BARC.

JON WALKER and Gavin Kirby topped
the 38-car Lotus Cup Europe field at the
Nurburgring last weekend. The 2-Eleven
drivers took a win and a second apiece.

ACTA ARSENAL returned to the
racetrack at Monaco last weekend. Josef
Rettenmaier elected not to race the sole
survivor of theill-

| starred French
marque (left), but
the complex 1.5-litre
twin-supercharged

| V8 car completed a
qualifying session.

FORMERSAXMAX frontrunner
Anton Spires will make his single-seater
debut in the new Young Guns series at
Snetterton this weekend. Spires, who
finished third in the 2009 Saxmax
championship, will race for Motaworld.

THE MG CARCLUB’S Midlands Centre
will mark the 60th anniversary of the
Midlands Rally with a gathering of cars
in West Bromwich this Saturday (May 8).
The MGs will then head to Criccieth.

MINILEGEND Bill Richards returned to
the wheel last week, less than a month
after his Brands crash. Richards drove his

European Rallycross

Jernberg dominates first ERC event of 2010

MICHAEL JERNBERG,
widely regarded as the best
driver never to have won
the European Rallycross
Championship, started the
2010 season with victory in
the Portuguese event at
Montalegre last weekend.
The Swede’s Skoda led the
A final from pole, only

relinquishing the lead for
one of the race’s six laps.
Title holder Sverre Isachsen
(Ford Focus) went ahead,
but when he made the
obligatory run through the
slower Joker Lap section
he dropped to second.
Jernberg said: “We worked
very hard on the car over the

winter, the suspension is
new, | have different front
and rear differentials and
we have more power from
the engine. It has worked
perfectly here.”

Kenneth Hansen and
former British Rallycross
Championship star Liam
Doran brought their Citroens

home in third and fourth.
Hansen, the series’ most
successful driver, praised his
new British team-mate.
“Liam has done a very good
job here because this is a
difficult track and different
from anything that he has
been used too,” he said. “I
helped him quite a lot with

Jernberg’s Skoda set i
the pacein ERCopener %%

{

the slow corners, but we also
discovered that he was faster
than me in the fastest part of
the track, so | was able to
learn something from him.”
After winning the B final,
Stig Olov Walfridsson
(Renault Clio), driving with
the aid of pain killers after
hurting his back on Saturday,
gained a further position and
finished fifth in the A final.
Tanner Foust became the
first American to startin an
ERC event and finished third
in the B final (eighth overall).

Sports 2000 Duratec

Burroughs to stay at
Loaded Gunn Racing

NEIL BURROUGHS
is likely to contest the
rest of the Sports 2000
Duratec season in
Loaded Gunn Racing’s
new TS-10 after scoring
a dominant debut
victory for the car at
Snetterton last month.
Burroughs, who won
two races for Gunn with
its TS7 model in 2004,
stepped in for regular
driver Tom Mills at
Snetterton and is likely to
do so until Mills recovers
from a spinal injury
sustained in a recent

Pre-1963GTs

road accident.

Mills, who twice
finished third in the
S2000 Duratec table
(@board TS-8 and TS-9
machinery) in 2006 and
’07, said: “Everybody did
a fantastic job to geta
win for the new car with
only two shakedown
laps at Mallory and
10 laps of testing at
Snetterton on the Friday.

“Neil is likely to
continue racing the car
this season, and | hope to
be driving again towards
the end of the year.”

Pirro wins asrivals clash

EMANUELE PIRRO won the
1971-84 Formula 3 race at
the Monaco GP Historique,
but the race was marred

by a spectacular crash after
pre-1981 class leader Valerio
Leone collided with a 1600cc
car he was lapping as they
approached Casino Square.

Pirrowon
eventful F3race

MAWP+SPORT

Rare Ferrari and Porsche for Pre-1963 GTs

Contact with Tom Powell’s
Chevron B20 launched Leone’s
ex-Teo Fabi March 783 into a
series of aerial spins at Beau
Rivage on the fifth-gear climb.
When the March came to rest,
with nose and wing wiped
off and at least three corners
trashed, Italian Leone got out
and went across the track -
with oncoming traffic weaving
between the stricken
machines - and hit Powell.

Five-time Le Mans winner
Pirro, who won the race after
a safety car period, was driving
the 1981 Martini MK34 he
raced in period, run by original
team boss Mario Crugnola.

Big Ferrariis
§ settojoinfield

ONE OF ONLY three four-litre
Ferrari GTOs and a rare Porsche-
Abarth GTL are among the star cars
lining up for the three-race Pre-1963
GT series promoted by Ben Cussons
and Carol Spagg this season.

Carlo Vogele’s 330 GTO will be

Metro in Lydden’s BHP Performance Show. Among the smaller-capacity cars
will be American prototype racer
Liz Halliday’s Alfa Romeo SZ,
numerous Lotus Elites (in the
model’s soth-anniversary year),
Morgans and AC Ace-Bristols.

The inaugural series — for

ADAM PREBBLE made a promising
race debut at Castle Combe last Monday,
driving brother Gary’s old saloon series-
winning Rover 220 Tomcat (below). He
climbed to sixth, | 4 ;

only to run out joined on track at July’s Silverstone which a title is expected to be
of fuel on the Classic event by several 250 SWBs, announced shortly — kicks off at
final lap. Aston Martin DB4s and Zagatos, Monza’s Coppa Intereuropa event

plus steel-bodied Jaguar E-types. in June and also visits Dijon.
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MONACO GP Historique May 1-2
American triumphs in Lotus and Brabham

Streetwise
Dayton to the
power of 10

DUNCAN
) DAYTON arrived

at the seventh
Monaco GP Historique
aiming to extend his
win tally to 10, and the
American achieved his
ambition with superb
victories in his Lotus 16
and Brabham BT33. The
Star Spangled Banner also
rang out for James King’s
win in the intervening
Formula 1 period (see
right-hand page).

Tony Smith scorched his
ex-Phil Hill Ferrari Dino
past Dayton at the start of
the front-engined race, but
Dayton and Joaquin Folch
squeezed their 16s past the
scarlet V6, as did Gary
Pearson, in the ex-Jo
Bonnier 1959 Dutch GP-
winning BRM P2s.

Poleman Dayton’s Lotus
‘queerbox’ had been rebuilt
after qualifying, but Folch’s
started jumping out of gear.
An effort to repass the
flying Smith for third
resulted in a lock-up into
Ste Devote, and a Ferrari
wheelspinner-shaped
indentation in the Lotus’s
carburettor shroud, after
which Folch pitted.

An orchestra of Cosworth
DFVs, Matra Vi2s and
Ferrari and Tecno flat-12s
heralded the Pre-"75 GP
field, which top qualifier
Frank Sytner led initially in
his ex-James Hunt Hesketh
308. When he fluffed a

..and laterin
Brabham BT33
L

gearchange entering the
tunnel, Dayton howled
past, never to be caught
in one of the oldest cars.

Folch (McLaren M23) and
Manfredo Rossi (Brabham
BT42/44) chased Sytner,
the Italian shaking off
James Hanson in Mike
Wrigley’s tea-tray-nosed
March 711 for fourth.

One of the weekend’s star
cars, Chris MacAllister’s
Lotus 49 R2 — back in
1967 trim for the first time
in 43 years — succumbed
to a gearbox fault, but the
American’s dedication

as he donned a Jim

Clark tribute helmet

and drove hard was
universally appreciated.

Bobby Verdon-Roe made
his McLaren M26 dance
on the streets as he cut the
quickest lap in the event’s
history en route to a
magnificent Pre-"78 GP
victory. Although his DFV
died on the startline,
causing an anxious
moment, Bobby’s result
brought a sense of closure,
as the jubilant Briton had
reduced the car to kit form
in practice in 2008. “Today
was magical,” he said. The
audience agreed.

Yet while BV-R made
driving the McLaren on
the limit of adhesion look
easy, he was harassed by
F1 debutant Stephane
Richelmi (Ensign N177)
until the 20-year-old

Dayton took win
with Lotus 16...

Monegasque F3 racer lost
third gear and stopped.
Belgian veteran Jean-
Michel Martin gratefully
claimed second in an
earlier Ensign, while
Michael Fitzgerald shoved
fellow March 761 pilot
Katsu Kubota out of third
at the post-tunnel chicane.
Onlookers were astounded
that the result stood.

Formula 3’s introduction
to the extravaganza was an
unqualified triumph. In the
presence of inaugural F3
GP winner Jackie Stewart,
huge and period-accurate
fields of one and two-litre
machines spanning 1964-
84 delighted anew.

The one-litre thrash
proved one of the
highlights of the weekend,
although it endured a
chaotic start as polesitter
Richard Hein’s misfiring
Brabham was pushed off
and Tommaso Gelmini’s
Matra MSs blew up on
the green-flag lap.

Swiss Ferrari veteran
Christian Traber forged
his ex-Tan Walker Racing
Brabham BT21 ahead of
Francois Derossi (Chevron
B17) at the lights, but
Ulsterman Paul McMorran
soon split them in his
Crossle 17F. Derossi
grabbed the place back,
but the trio jockeyed for
position until McMorran’s
car started jumping out
of second gear.

Derossi threw everything
at Traber, who skilfully
made his car just wide
enough to be unpassable.
McMorran held on to third
from Michel Gendre, who
zapped Michel Renavand
on the final lap. Richard
Eyre, debuting his Jolly
Club Chevron Bis, was
promoted to fifth when
Renavand was penalised
for jumping the start.

Five-time Le Mans
winner Emanuele Pirro
returned to the two-litre F3
of his youth and drove his

old Martini MK34
brilliantly — each side of a
safety-car interlude while
Valerio Leone’s wrecked
March 783 was scraped
from the Beau Rivage zebra
crossing — to beat the
younger cars of Marc
Faggionato (Ralt RT3) and
Joe Colasacco (Dallara 384).

Richard Trott upheld
British honour in fifth,
his ex-Siegfried Stohr
Chevron B43 the top
pre-"81 car, with Marcus
Mussa’s Modus and
impressive single-seater
rookie Grant Tromans
(Martini MK31) on his tail.

Julian Bronson’s taming
of Mac Hulbert’s ERA R4D
was priceless, particularly
in Casino Square where,
amid a waft of methanol,
the cognoscenti could
hear its loud pedal buried
past the fabled Rampoldi’s
restaurant on the descent
to Mirabeau.

Bronson had countered
the speed of Roland
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Principality gets a new King

DRIVING THE
Brabham-Climax

)) BT7 he saw his

hero Dan Gurney race in
Europe in 1964, James King

-h_-_"-_- } ™

slithered through an
extraordinary amount

of oil to become the
second American winner
of the day in the Pre-’66

GP car race.

After a shambolic
preamble, in which he
and several other drivers
hooked out of first gear

King scored winin
hero Gurney’s BT7

REPORTS
SPORTS EXTRA

when a‘start delayed’ board
was shown, only for the
red to go out a few seconds
later, King and Andy
Middlehurst (driving
Australian John Bowers’s
ex-Jim Clark Lotus 25) were
outdragged to Ste Devote
by Roger Wills’s 2.5-litre
Cooper T45.

The Kiwi led for three
frenetic laps, then caught
the slick — much of it from
Frank Sytner’s incontinent
Lotus 24 — spread liberally
round the circuit, in the
tunnel. “It went round
very quickly, hit the barrier
and my amazing Monaco
debut ended with me
coming out of the tunnel
backwards,” said Wills.

King got through safely,
but John Clark reduced his
advantage before spinning
his Cooper Ts1 out of the
race. The Scot’s retirement
promoted Gary Pearson to
second in Bruce McLaren’s
’62 Monaco GP-winning
Cooper T60, racing for the

first time since the
mid-’60s. But it too
was leaking oil and was
black-flagged, promoting
Middlehurst back into the
runner-up position.
Wills’s young equipier
Joe Twyman plugged away
diligently in his ex-Roy
Salvadori Cooper T45, and
by staying out of trouble
was rewarded with a
sensational third in top
company. The Coopers of
Nick Wigley, James Willis
— an excellent result in his
newly-acquired ex-Denny
Hulme car — and Anglo-
American Doug Mockett
completed the top six.

REAR-ENGINED GP CARS1954-'65
(10 LAPS)1 James King (Brabham-
Climax BT7);2 Andy Middlehurst (Lotus-
Climax 25/33) +20162s; 3 Joe Twyman
(Cooper-Climax T45); 4 Nick Wigley
(Cooper-Climax T51);5 James Willis
(Cooper-Climax T45); 6 Doug Mockett
(Cooper-Climax T53). Class winners
Twyman; Mockett; Andrea Giuliani
(Cooper-Alfa Conrero T51). Fastestlap
King 1m54.588s (6507mph).

Portmann in the ex-Reg
Parnell/Johnny Wakefield
Maserati 6CM when

the Swiss’s car expired
suddenly. “It became very
slippery, so today was
about driving to win, not
fast laps,” grinned the
Bristolian, having repeated
his 2008 success.

After Michael Gans (R1B)
had slid straight on at
Rascasse under pressure
from Ian Landy (R6B), and
Paddins Dowling had
gyrated R11B — borrowed
from David Morris after
R10B went lame — Landy
and Gans made it an
ERA clean sweep.

Thoughts of an upset in
the sportscar finale were
quickly dispelled when

FRONT-ENGINED GP CARS1947°60

(10 LAPS)1Duncan Dayton (Lotus 16);

2 Gary Pearson (BRM P25) +9.366s; 3 Tony
Smith (Ferrari 246 Dino); 4 Jos Koster
(Maserati 250F); 5Ian Nuthall (Alta F2);

6 Tony Wood (Cooper-Bristol Mk2).

Class winners Nuthall; JeanJacques Bailly
(Gordini T11/15). Fastest lap Dayton
1m56573s (6409mph).

F11966-"74 (15 LAPS) 1 Duncan Dayton
(Brabham BT33); 2 Frank Sytner (Hesketh
308) +6.218s; 3 Joaquin Folch (McLaren
M23);4 Manfredo Rossi di Montelera
(Brabham BT42/44);5 James Hanson (March
711), 6 Laurent Fort (Surtees TS9B). CW Abba
Kogan (Matra MS120C); Jean-Francois
Decaux (Ferrari 312/67). FL Dayton
1m34.966s (7867mph).

F11975-'78 (14 LAPS) 1Bobby Verdon-Roe
(McLaren M26). 2 Jean-Michel Martin (Ensign

Carlos Monteverde —
debuting his Jaguar C-type
— reasserted himself over

Patrick Blakeney-Edwards’s

Frazer Nash Le Mans Rep.
PB-E’s ballsy barp-barp-
barp style on the Bristol
engine’s throttle almost
recovered in the twisty
return leg what XK power
made from Rascasse to
Casino Square.

After the courageous
Flavien Marcais had pitted
his brakeless C-type, John
Ure overcame Nigel Webb
for third in a field that
contained three Aston
Martin DB3s. The quickest
of these, that of Wolfgang
Friedrichs, ground to a halt
having thrown a rear wheel.
B By Marcus Pye

N177) +34596s; 3 Michael Fitzgerald (March
761B);4 Katsu Kubota (March 761-6); 5 Roger
Wills (Williams FWO5); 6 Nick Colyvas
(Shadow DN5). CW Giancarlo Casoli (Ferrari
312T).FL Verdon-Roe Im32.989s (80.34mph).
F31964-1970 (9 LAPS)1 Christian Traber
(Brabham BT21); 2 Francois Derossi
(Chevron B17) +0.368s; 3 Paul McMorran
(Crossle17F); 4 Michel Gendre (Brabham
BT21);5Richard Eyre (Chevron B15);

6 Hermann Unold (Tecno 70).

CW Angelo Delea (Brabham BT15).

FL Derossi Im57181s (6375mph).
F319711984 (10 LAPS) 1 Emanuele Pirro
(Martini-Toyota MK34); 2 Marc Faggionato
(RaltVW RT3) +1094s; 3 Joe Colasacco
(Dallara-Alfa Romeo 384);4 Vincent Savoye
(RaltVW RT3);5 Richard Trott (Chevron-
Toyota B43); 6 Marcus Mussa (Modus Toyota
MD.CW Trott; Peter Dunn (March-Lotus 733).

FL Pirro 1m42.376s (7297mph).

GP CARS & VOITURETTES PRE-1947
(10 LAPS)1 Julian Bronson (ERA R4D);
2lanLandy (ERA R6B) +13778s;3 Michael
Gans (ERA RIB); 4 Willi Balz (Maserati 6CM);
5Rainer Ott (ERA R9B); 6 Tony Smith (Alfa
Romeo P3).CW Landy; Ed Davies (Alfa
Romeo 8C Monza); Duncan Pittaway
(Bugatti T35); Jurg Konig (Bugatti T37A).
FL Bronson 2m04148s (6017mph).
PRE-1953 SPORTS CARS (10 LAPS)
1Carlos Monteverde (Jaguar C-type);
2Patrick Blakeney-Edwards (Frazer Nash

LeMansReplica) +6.316s;3 John Ure (Frazer
Nash Le Mans Replica); 4 Nigel Webb (Jaguar

C-type); 5 Eddie McGuire (Gordini T23S);
6Rick Hall Jaguar C-type). CW Blakeney-
Edwards; Tom Mittler (OSCA MT4); Carlos
de Miguel (OSCA MT4).FL Monteverde
2m07653s(5852mph).

ERICSAWYER

Bronson steered ERA
R4D to pre-’47 victory

# Sportscar honours fell to
Jaguar C-type of Monteverde
————
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Select Motor Racing.com

INTERNATIONAL MOTOR RACING -TRAVEL AND TICKETS
Formula One, Le Mans 24hr, WRC, MotoGP, Superbikes, Historic

We offer ‘Worldwide’
flexible
*Go-by-Air options

OUR ESCORTED TOUR
PACKAGE OFFERS:

% Choice of Hotels
* Airport Transfers

% Circuit Transfers

* UK Travel Team to look after you

F1: Monaco, Turkey, Canada, European Valencia, Great Britis/,

‘Igeyg nqy ‘)izelg ‘ealoy) ‘ueder ‘asodebuis ‘Ajey] ‘wnibjag ‘Aiebuny

Free 2010 Brochure

VIP SMR STYLE

Our ‘Select’ VIP Travel
Packages are designed to offer

you the ultimate F1 Experience.

W% HOLIDAY COACH TOURS

%' Holiday Coach Tours

offer Great Value, Executive Travel,
Free Drinks, Relaxed Journey

with extra Tour Excursions.

RACE TICKETS & HOSPITALITY PACKAGES

Formula One - Coach Tours

Monaco 7 nights Nice Hotel, Corniche Excursion £455

British 4, 3, 2 nights from £ 289 Race Day only £42
Hotel with circuit transfers, 2 night packages from £189
Stay late for the F1 party

German 4 nights with Heidelberg Excursion £285

Hungarian 9 nights ‘Imperial Cities Tour’ £669
Visit Mercedes & Porsche Museums, stay in Vienna, Trier,
Heidelberg and our Budapest Hotel on the Danube with pool

Belgian 4 nights £299 e 3 nights £245 ¢ 2 nights £199
5 night ‘half board’ Tour with Circuit Pit Lane Walkabout, £355
Italian 7 nights with Lake Como and Milan Excursion £439,

Circuit Pit Lane Walkabout, visit the Schlumpf *Museum
* Marenello Excursion option, visit Museum & Test Track’

Le Mans 24hr Race - Coach Tours

° LM4 4 nights with Friday Circuit Visit, Pit Lane Walkabout,
including Le Mans Center Drivers Parade £315

e LM3 3 nights Fri, Sat, Sun £265

° LM2 2 nights Friday and Sunday £229

e LMCD Overnight Direct £139

All Events Race Tickets Extra. ®No Hidden Travel Extras or Surcharges - Price per
person in a Twin. ® Museum entrance extra. ® Race tickets required for pitlane walk .

To Book, just contact us

Website : www.selectmotorracing.com
Phone : +44 (0) 1451 833 721
Email : enquiry@selectmotorracing.com

We are not just an online company please call us,
we are pleased to assist.



CASTLE COMBE Caterham Carnival May 3

Orton passes 26 cars for Caterham Roadsport glory

REPORT
SPORTS EXTRA

Orton (right) carves
through Caterham pack

STEVEJONES

Back-to-front Orton is maiden winner

JAMIE ORTON’S
maiden victory

from the back of
a 26-car grid in the first
Roadsport A race may have
been down to his prowess
in changing conditions,
but it was one of several
highlights of Combe’s
Caterham Carnival.

The seventh qualifier
was simply late out, but
once drizzle intensified to
hail, his rise was relentless.
After a constant 24-minute
chase he caught and passed
Paul Young (who started
10th) into Quarry. Graham
Johnson, third, was best
of the early frontrunners.

Orton and Richard
Boughton tangled at Quarry
while in the top group in
race two, but nobody looked
likely to deny Johnson, who
did most of the leading. He
shook off all but Jonathan

Ramsay and Peter Young,
in a title race opened up
by erstwhile leader JJ
O’Malley’s car being
sidelined for the day earlier.
More remarkable,
perhaps, was James
MacLachlan’s Supersport
double. Having worked
hard to repel promising
novice Nathan Lindop,
who started the opener
from pole, he stalled at
the start of race two.
Everybody missed him,
and he slipstreamed his
way boldly back to lead.
Over a phenomenal last
few laps, in which the
advantage changed
constantly, MacLachlan
crossed the line on the
grass to pip Lindop and
Robert Smith (who shunted
in qualifying) to maintain
his 100 per cent record.
Points leader Lee

Wiggins won both
Roadsport B encounters
after protracted tactical
battles. His double was
cemented when he eased
inside Reece Somerfield
at Camp on the final lap.

With the Wiltshire
College Spectrums of
poleman and defending
champion Ben Norton and
team-mate Oliver White
(due to start from the back
after an off in practice) in
the pits, Marcus Allen
‘flymoed’ his Kevin Mills
Racing Swift SC92F to his
first win of this Combe
FF1600 campaign.

Once past Robert Hall
and Andrew Jones for
second, Felix Fisher turned
up the gas and, assisted by
traffic, gave Allen plenty to
think about. Norton’s crew
got his engine running six
laps late, and he salvaged

CATERHAM ROADSPORT (23LAPS)1McLachlan; (Van Diemen RF00) +1070s;
A (21LAPS)1Jamie Orton; 2Lindop +0143s;3Robert 3 Andrew Jones (Ray GRSO7);
2Peter Young +1469s; Smith; 4 Forsyth; 5 Arnold; 4 Jordan Skinner (Ray GRZ);
3Graham Johnson; 6 Cook. FL Smith Im17572s 5 Adam Higgins (Van Diemen
4 Jonathan Ramsay; 5 Antony (85.85mph) establishes RF90); 6 Steven Jensen
Sidney-Woollett; 6 Richard record. (Spectrum O11C). Class
Boughton. Fastest lap Orton CATERHAMROADSPORT winners Fisher; Kyle Tilley

1m18210s (8515mph).
RACE TWO (23LAPS)

B (15LAPS)1Lee Wiggins;
2Steve Day +0149s; 3 Jeremy

(Van Diemen RF87).FLBen
Norton (Spectrum O11B)

1Johnson; 2Ramsay +0148s; Webb; 4 Reece Somerfield; 1m10744s (9414mph).

3 Young; 4 Lee Moulden; 5Ben Whibley: 6 Jay Gardiner. CASTLE COMBE SPORTS
5Magd Mohaffel; 6 Darrell FL Whibley Im19144s &GT (15LAPS)1Josh Fisher
Wilson. FL Young Im16990s (8415mph). RACETWO (MantisVauxhall); 2 Andrew
(8650mph) record. (15LAPS)1Wiggins; Shanley (Radical Prosport)
CATERHAM SUPERSPORT 2 Somerfield +0.086s; +608ls; 3 Simon Tilling
(23LAPS)1James McLachlan; 3 Whibley; 4 Martin Addison; (Radical SR3RS); 4 Darcy
2Nathan Lindop +0406s; 5Day; 6 Gary Brookes. Smith (Radical SR4);5 Norman
3Paul Begley; 41ain Forsyth; FL1m19.321s(8396mph). Lackford (Radical Prosport);
5Rodney Arnold; 6 Lewis CASTLE COMBEFF1600 6 Mark Funnell (Lotus Exige).
Cook FLLindop 1m17636s (12LAPS)1Marcus Allen CW Funnell; Keith Dunn
(8578mph). RACETWO (Swift SC92F); 2 Felix Fisher (Caterham C400). FL Fisher

1m04.409s 10340mph).
CASTLE COMBE SALOONS
(12LAPS)1Brian Cox
(Mitsubishi Evo V) 2 Mark
Wyatt (Vauxhall Astra) +1592s;
3Jason Cooper (Ford Fiesta);
4Nick Charles (Peugeot 106
GT1;5 Willdi Claudio
(Peugeot 106 GTi); 6 Tony
Hutchings (Audi TT).CW
Wyatt; Cooper; Trevor Long
(Peugeot 106 Rallye). FL Wyatt
Im16606s (86 93mph).
MGMIDGETS (10 LAPS)
1Paul Sibley; 2 Richard Perry
+3146s; 3 Ed Reeve; 4 Dominic
Mooney (Austin-Healey
Sprite); 5 Gil Duffy; 6 Nigel
Pratt. CW Mooney; David
Pymm FL Sibley Im15646s
(8804mph) record.

(%)
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a point with a storming
fastest lap 0.233s outside
Josh Fisher’s 2008 record.
The FF1600 record
holder streaked his Mantis
to victory in what devolved
into a processional Combe
Special GT round. Andrew
Shanley led the chase, with
Simon Tilling closing to
within a length after a
dismal start from pole left
him eighth on lap one.
Dice of the race was for
Class C, in which winner
Keith Dunn and David
Jones were tied together
throughout having
disposed of Stuart Dixon.
Lotus Exige ace Mark
Funnell won Class B after
the hot Mitsubishi Evos
of Simon Norris and
Gary Prebble expired.
Brian Cox won his
second successive Combe
Saloon race in the sole-
remaining Mitsubishi
Lancer, but last year’s
champion Jason Cooper
made an astonishing start
in his uprated Ford Fiesta
to seize second on the
opening lap — round the

outside of Tony Hutchings’
Audi TT at Quarry.

Cooper was eventually
hounded down by another
class leader Mark Wyatt,
to whom he ceded the
place. Will Burns led the
tiddlers’ split until the final
lap, when he pulled off with
wheel bearing failure. That
handed the initiative to
Trevor Long, who made
up seven places to defeat
former champion Russell
Poynter-Brown.

Multiple champ
Dominic Mooney’s start
from row three to lead by
the exit of Folly was as
much a talking point of
the MG Midget Challenge
as poleman Paul Sibley’s
tardy opening lap. While
Mooney’s ‘Frogeye’ Sprite
was reeled back into the
pack, Sibley chipped Will
Smallridge’s lap record
while chasing down David
Weston (who retired)
and drove on to another
win. Even Sibley slowed,
however, enabling Richard
Perry to close in.

B By Marcus Pye

Cox took Saloon honours
in his Mitsubishi Evo V
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“Who Works in” Guides

Your access to a fast moving world !

The only reference hooks that keep you updated with motor racing
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Formula One Motorsports
Over 550 pages Over 1000 pages

In depth information on the actual major players of the 2010 field

Teams, drivers, cars, key people, engine manufacturers, sponsors,
suppliers, marketing & PR, media, organisers, circuits, officials, etc.

Company details including logos, key people with color portrait pictures and
contact details, addresses,

) Order now from our secure website
websites, and lot more.

www.whoworksin.com
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Lucky13for.

Palmer Audi?

Jonathan Palmer’s series is entering its 13th season, and has
again attracted some young chargers. By KEVIN TURNER

ust a couple of months ago
Jthe 2010 Formula Palmer Audi

grid looked decidedly sparse.
Then a recent run of deals brought

respectability and a few familiar names.

The carrot of a £100,000 F2
scholarship for the champion has
undoubtedly helped attract some
young hopefuls, but just what should
we expect from the series that kicks
off at Brands Hatch this weekend?

A decent level at the front, for one
thing. Even when the series suffered its
lower moments, FPA usually managed
to get some close running (if not
always overtaking) at the sharp end.
This year should be no different, as
indicated by the pre-season Snetterton
test last month. Just 0.96 seconds
covered the top 10 and the front three
were separated by 0.06 seconds.

Maxime Jousse and Aaron Steele
were the top two in the test and should
set the pace during the season. Jousse
finished last season strongly, taking
a win at Silverstone, and all those
that beat him in 2009 have now
gone elsewhere. That is unless
third-placed finisher Adam Foster’s
hopes of a return become reality.

Steele has FPA experience stretching
back as far as 2006, but it’s his most
recent race appearance in the series
that make him one of the favourites.
He won the FPA Shootout at
Snetterton at the end of 2008 to
become a McLaren AUTOSPORT

BRDC Award finalist.

Thanks to a lack of budget the
21-year-old has never really had
a full crack at a championship, but
he has appeared in series as high as
A1GP (in a Rookie session), and has
experience of the 300bhp machines.
It would be a surprise if he wasn’t
in the title fight with Jousse.

Jose Alonso Liste is the other
FPA winner in the field — he was
victorious at Silverstone last year —
and is aiming for the title after failing
to raise an F2 budget. Fellow Spaniard
Ramon Pineiro, who did just two
FPA meetings last year and scored a
podium, should also be one to watch.

Perhaps the most intriguing aspect
of the season, though, will be how
teenage sensation Nigel Moore gets on.
A real rookie hasn’t won the FPA title
since Jon Barnes in 2006 ('07 champ

| HowardFuller GB) '
Vincent Beltoise (F)
i Tommaso Menchini () }
Maxime Jousse (F)
¢ Nigel Moore (GB)
Melroy Heemskerk (NL)
i James Thorp (GB)
Giuseppe Cipriani ()
¢ Luca Orlandi ()
¢ AshDavies (GB)
Jorge Pescador (E)
Ramon Pineiro (E)
¢ Aaron Steele (GB)
 Jordan Williams (GB)
: Jose Alonso Liste (E)
Matt Bell (GB)
Luis Villalba (E)
Callum Holland (GB)

Jousse wonin 2009
and set paceintesting

PREVIEW
PALMER AUDI

Tim Bridgman had stepped down
from F3 and Champ Car Atlantic),
but the former Ginetta Junior and
G50 champion has stormed up the
sportscar ladder and will now try
his hand at single-seaters.

Having raced an LMP Ginetta-Zytek
at Le Mans, Moore certainly won’t find
the car intimidating and his pace at
Snetterton — third — was encouraging.

Dutchman Melroy Heemskerk is
the other interesting FPA newcomer.
He wasn’t quite on the pace in testing
and he doesn’t know the circuits, but
the 21-year-old former mechanic
impressed in the Brands Hatch Formula
Ford Festival last year and arrives off
the back of a dominant Benelux
Formula Ford campaign in 2009.

Of the rest of the field, which lacks
the depth of some of FPA’s rivals,
Jordan Williams brings an extensive
— if unspectacular — single-seater CV
into the series, while Matt Bell looked
competitive at the Snetterton test. Not
the same Matt Bell as the one racing in
the Ginetta G50 Cup, this 20-year-old
proved quick but incident-prone in
the 2008 FPA Autumn Trophy. &

CALENDAR
DATE

CIRCUIT

May 8-9 (three races) Brands Hatch Indy
June 26-27 (four races) Snetterton

July 24 (two races) Oulton Park

August 28 (tworaces) Rockingham
September 25-26 (tworaces)  Brands Hatch GP
October 16-17 (four races) Silverstone National

Note: seventh meeting to replace Donington Park to be confirmed
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YOUR SAY

What you think of the motorsport news of the past week
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Are rends electric?

Should F1be planning end
of ‘infernal’ combustion?

Motor racing will soon have a choice to make. It’s not
down to KERS or no KERS, it’s about the electric engine
and batteries. Now it’s 2010, the teams plan on spending
millions on their new 2013 internal combustion engines.
But if you scroll down the automotive news today, a high
proportion of the new cars are hybrids or EVs.
This is the trend, the petrol engine is sooo last century.
Ivan Nikolov, by email

enrrorraL comact Mail@autosport.com

Hasanyone else noticed
how any on-trackaction
involving Vitaly Petrov
isinevitably followed by
animmediate switch of
camerashot to the pits, to
capture the excitement/
shock/fear/pleasure/
elation on the face of
his female manager?
Takes me backadecade
orsotothe days of ‘Erja-
cam’,whenas TV viewers
we were obliged to follow
the progress of Mika
Hakkinenatany given
grand prix based almost
entirely on the facial
expressions of his missus.
Francis Stewart
By email

AmItheonly person

tobe left frustrated after
watchingthe BTCCat
Brands Hatchonthetelly?
Whatis it with the over-use
of the safety car? Every
time somebody spins

off, outit comes!

I have recently watched
the video review of the
1995 season where there
was a similar wet meeting
and there were similar
‘offs’,and the races carried
onwith noproblems.

Sometimes the safety
car ‘resets’ whatis
becomingadullrace, but
this was justannoying.
Philip Palmer
Plymouth, Devon
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Interestingto lcarn of
JohnSurtees’ regrets at
leaving Lotusin 1960
(April29).T'd always
thought that far more
disastrousto his career
was his departure from
Ferrariin1966. That
probably deprived him of
atleast one more titleand
sent Ferrarispinninginto
one ofits least successful
periods. That’s something
Surtees has always
declinedtotalk about.
Perhaps the time has
comeforhimtotellus
what really happened.
Bruce Hales-Dutton
Sevenoaks, Kent

Congratulations to
Adam Carrollon his drive
inthe IndyCar Series!
Awould-be worthy
contender forthe F1
championship, who
unfortunately missed out
onadrivethisyear, has
had his talent noted by
Michael Andretti.
Welldone Adam, you
deserveit.
Kim Wilson
Gravesend, Kent

HAUTOSPORT.com

TOP FIVE ON
OUR WEBSITE

1. SCHUMACHER TO SWITCH
CHASSIS FOR SPAIN

P

2. FERRARI DENIES
SUBLIMINAL LIVERY

3. SILVERSTONE UNVEILS
NEW ARENA LAYOUT

4. TRULLI FRUSTRATED
BY LOTUS PROBLEMS

5. ALONSO HAS HIS
THUMBS INSURED

: ROAD ANGEL

: PROFESSIONAL CONNECTED

i This week’s star letter will receive

a Road Angel Professional Connected
- the world’s only safety camera alert
device to use GPRS/GSM update
technology while you drive.

For more details on Road Angel
please visit www.roadangelgroup.com
Please ensure that your full address
is included on all correspondence.
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LETTERS & REVIEWS

THE LATEST GEAR

ART OF THE F1 CAR BOOK

£30 (978 0 7603 3731 8)
S Codling (motorbooks.com)

Eighteen of the most exquisite grand
prix cars from the past 60 years of
Formula1history are subjected to
the studio-photograph treatment
inthis lavish celebration of F1art.

Well-known motoring snapper
James Mann’s stunning pics of iconic
cars fromthe likes of Alfa, Brabham,
Ferrari, Maserati, McLaren, Tyrrell
and Williams - as well as the more
quirky, but no less beautiful, efforts
fromJordanand Leyton House —are
accompanied by historical narrative
fromformer AUTOSPORT staffer
Stuart Codling as well as fascinating
critiques from legendary F1designer
Gordon Murray.

Art of the
Formula T Race Car

HOT ON THE WEB THIS WEEK

YOUTUBE: PEUGEOT 306 MAXI RALLY SCREAMERS

30 years of Audl Sport

30 yuwrs of quattro

BLUEBIRD RECORD BOOK QUATTRO 30 YEARS BOOK MOBI PORTABLE WASHER

£24.99 (978 1 84584 280 2)

€29.90 (978 3 940672 22 3)

£149.99 inc VAT

D Stevens (veloce.co.uk)

racingl .de/shop

Thestory of the final
version of the famous
Bluebird land speed
record car, CN7,is told by
oneof the original gang
of talented engineers
whomadeitallhappen
-Donald Stevens.
Personalartefacts
andtechnicaldrawings
complement this proud
tale of British endeavour.

Audiiscelebrating 30
years of its dedicated
AudiSport programme
withabook looking back
onits motorsport exploits
of the past three decades.
Packed with detailed
technicaldrawings and
first-personaccounts from
several Audikey players
fromrallying, sportscars
and touring-car racing.

mobiwasher.co.uk

Professional pedallers
amongyou probably have
someoneelsetoclean
the steed, butifyou’re
anamateur weekend
warrioryou’llneed this:
aportablejetwasher.
Idealforrace paddocks
-simply fillup the built-in
watertank, plugitin (at
the mains orinthe tow-
car's12vslot)andspray.

SEARCH: Pure Peugeot 306 Maxi Kit Car with pure engine sounds (8:30)
Raucous celebration of the Peugeot 306 Maxi rally cars from 1997/98.
Crank up the volume, sit back and marvel at the combined talents of
French asphalt WRC experts Francois Delecour and Gilles Panizzi.
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WHAT’S ON..

Your guide to the best events taking place in the UK and around the world this week - plus TV and online

KNOCKHILL OULTON PARK
British GT/SMRC somewhat fuller grid than it managed last season) MGCC BARC G&B
May 8-9 fortwo one-hourraces. Atacircuit where they’ve :—:y,fs ton £12 :%y# €12 (Sat). €12
Admission €5 (Saturday), £15 (Sunday), enjoyed success in the past, Dodge Viper pairing Tel: 01829 760301 (Si3. £16 CHeokord. fickat
£16 (weekend ticket, advance purchase) Aaron Scottand Craig Wilkins will be looking to e only ;vai'lab'le R 2
Tel: 01383 723337 bounce backafter crashingout of round one at THRUXTON Tel: 01953 887303

Oulton Parkduring qualifying. Atriple-header for
The British GT Championship makes itsannual British Formula Ford, plusa full programme of LTYJ CROFT
tripnorth of the border this weekend (witha Scottishclubraces, provide support. Admission €12 DDMC
These will be a handful Tel: 01264 882200 May 8-9 _8'?
around Knockhill Admission £12 (each day)

BARBON MANOR Tel: 01325 721815
British Hillclimb

May 8 MALLORY PARK
Admission £10 AMOC
www.westmorlandmotorclub. May 9
co.uk Admission £14

Tel: 01455 842931
cscc MONDELLO PARK
May 8-9 MEC
Admission £12 (Sat), £12 May 9
(Sun), £16 (weekend ticket, Admission €15
only available online) Tel: +353 (0245 860200

Tel: 01474 872331
The openinground of the HAREN00D

2010 Formula Palmer Audi :“T‘M
Championship headsa bulging LR

. . Admission £10
Classic Sports Car Club bill. Tel: 01132 886391

EBREY/LAT

It’sevenhardtopassin F1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
the pitlane at Barcelona Rd 5/19

Spanish Grand Prix,
Barcelona, Spain

May 9 LE MANS SERIES

www. formulal.com Rd 2/5

Spa-Francorchamps,
Belgium
May 9

www. lemans-series.com k
WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP NASCAR SPRINT CUP

Rd 5/13 Rd 11/36
Rally New Zealand Darlington, Sth Carolina, USA
May 6-9 May 8
WWW.Wrc.com WWW.nascar.com
Rd 1/11 Rd 2/9
Barcelona, Spain Knutstorp, Sweden
May 8/9 May 9
WWW.gp2series.com www.stcc.se
= Rd 1/9 Rd 3/10

= | Barcelona, Spain Vallelunga, Italy

= May 8/9 May 9

= Www.gp3series.com www.superstars.it/eng
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Television

0855-1035 BBCi LIVE

F1: Spanish GPfirst practice

1255-1435 BBCi LIVE

F1: Spanish GP second practice
1500-1600,1800-1905,2220-2325 Motors
WRC: Rally New Zealand day one

SATURDAY MAY 8
0405-0430 Five

Motorsport Mundial
0900-1000,1400-1500 Dave
World Rally2010

Rally New Zealand preview.
0955-1105 BBCi LIVE

F1: Spanish GP third practice
1025-1130 ITV4

Motorsport UK

1130-1200 ITV4

WTCC: Marrakech highlights
1200-1330 ITV4

BTCC: Brands Hatch highlights
1215-1415 BBC1

F1: Spanish GP qualifying
1500-1600,1800-1905,2220-2325 Motors
WRC: Rally New Zealand day two
1940-2010 Motors TV
Britcar: Brands Hatch
2200-2300 Eurosport
GP2:Barcelona

Delayed feature-race action.

SUNDAY MAY 9

0000-0430 Open Access 3 LIVE
NASCAR Sprint Cup: Darlington
0730-0830 Eurosport

LMS: Spa

0700-0730 Channel 4

REVVED UP OVER

Mobil1The Grid

0730-0755 Channel 4

VW Racing Cup & Ginetta Challenge: Oulton
0835-1025 Eurosport LIVE

GP2: Barcelona

The sprintraceis live from 0935.
1025-1100,1315-1415,1630-1700
Eurosport LIVE

LMS: Spa1000Km

1210-1515 BBC1 LIVE

F1: Spanish GP

The European F1season gets under way.
1400-1500,1905-2010,2220-2325 Motors
WRC: Rally New Zealand day three
1515-1615 BBCi LIVE

F1: Spanish GP post-race forum
1700-1905 Motors TV

V8 Supercars: Queensland Raceway
1700-1800 Eurosport

GP2: Barcelona

1800-1900 Dave

World Rally2010

Highlights from Rally NZ.

1900-2000 BBC3

F1: Spanish GP highlights

1900-1930 Eurosport

Porsche Supercup: Barcelona
2045-2150 Motors TV

British F3: Silverstone

MONDAY MAY 10

0245-0345 ITV1

Motorsport UK

0730-0830 Eurosport

GP2: Barcelona

1800-1900 Sky Sports 4 & 2200-2300
Sky Sports 2

NASCAR: Darlington highlights

THINGS YOU can rely on
during a Bank Holiday

WHAT’S ON THE BOX

weekend: traffic jams,
screaming kids ruining

We cast a critical eye over the best

your pub lunch, and rain.
The Liberal banker who

and worst of this week’s TV coverage

made Bank Holidays law
- Sir John Lubbock - was

ACarlton Kirby §
fan,yesterday

a massive cricket fan.

He believed that games
should be played on four
Mondays per year. Cricket
equals rain. And when it
comes to motorsport TV
commentary, only one
man has a duck-like zeal
for the wet stuff: our old
friend Carlton Kirby.

He was on Renault
World Series duty at Spa-
Francorchamps, replacing
that awful bloke alongside
(a much-improved) Tom

Gaymor. At the start of

WHAT’S ON

CHINESE GP & RALLY TURKEY

This weekend’s Spanish Grand
Prix has been hyped as the one
where we’ll find out the true pace
of the teams as they bring their
first major upgrade packages of
2010. AUTOSPORT.com will be
there for every lap, bringing you
live coverage of every session as
well as all the news throughout
the weekend. GP2 and the all-new
GP3 kick off, plus there’s the Spa
1000Km, WRC in New Zealand
and NASCAR from Darlington.

SPANTEH G FLVTE W WILL MASS UPOATES CHANGE THE F1 ORDERY

GP2powersinto
actionin Spain

Read this week’s AUTOSPORT
magazine in full on the internet

DIGITAL EDITION OUT NOW

AUTOSPORT magazine is now available
online. Print subscribers get free access,
while PLUS subscribers will get a discount
on the £112 annual fee for all 51 issues.

To get on board the digital revolution,

click on autosport.com/digital

Saturday’s race, which my
eyes told me was dry from
start to finish, Carlton’s
pants were on fire...

“Bang!” he shouted as
the red lights went out for
race one. “They zing
through there and it’s
a real skirmish!”

It wasn’t long before
Kirby’s meteorological
prowess sprung to the
fore on the subject of
cloud: “Will it burst? It’s
certainly split-splatting.”

He’s on a roll — bear
in mind the fact it is not
raining: “Nasty weather
is raising its head.”

Then he comes out with
my favourite line of the
day: “Sten Pentus is a bit
of a rain man.” He must be
a regular Dustin Hoffman!

“He’s going to ride that
cushion home.” Cushion?
What cushion?

For Sunday’s race, all
Kirby’s Christmases have
arrived: Spa is soaked.

“I’m dreading the
Bus Stop here,” he warns.
“There’s a lot of danger out
there, not least the rain.”

On and on it goes...
“The big red lights are
blazing, there is plenty of
moisture being kicked up.”

“Thankfully the surface
is uniform, the track is
absolutely sodden.”

“The skies are starting
to brighten, who knows,

we might have T-shirt
weather for podium.”
“It’s still raining but
the sun is shining; will
there be a pot of gold at
the end of the rainbow?”
“I don’t know how wet
the steps are up to the
podium, but I’'ve known
people injure themselves
on wet steps before.”
And finally... “A great
race, but plenty for
AUTOSPORT to complain
about, I'm sure.”
Complain? No, no, no.
I believe ‘to ridicule’ is a
much more accurate verb.
Revved Up

“When it comes to TV commentary on
motorsport, one man has a duck-like
zeal for the wet stuff: Carlton Kirby”
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THE WEEK IN PICTURES

G LIKE A STONE
LOEB: HE’S OUT OF CONTROL AND DROPPIN

His rivals would love to have heard that on Rally New )
Zealand, but it refers to SuperSeb’s pre-even bungee jump

o

MCMASTER/MCKLEIN

B MUDDY HELL, PART OMNE..
Andi Zuber/Marc Hennerici were FIA World GT1
winners in Abu Dhabi but spinners at Silverstone &

~illustrations by
- GiorgioPiola

§eo
| Gary haslallong CVin
I "motorsport, including |
- spells at both Jordan and
 Stewart/laguar | |

POWER STEERING: ‘ARMS RACE’

The lensmen pounding the beat, from New Zealand to a muddy field in Northants

System situated level with lower
- wishbone on last year’s Brawn (arrow) =rr 77171

BROLLY DOLLY’S JOLLY FOLLY
o ) N . WSR’s grid girl struggled with her
B : umbrella ahead of Sunday’s races

om E
«MUDDY HELL, PART TWO

British Formula 3 hotshoe 011 Webb h i
ad his
challenge dampened by this massive puddle

steering

| N | THEPOWER STEERING on F1
: | cars will offer assistance in
| the region of 40-60 per cent
| of the steering effort required.
| The regulations require that
| the systems are mechanically-
| activated, while still allowing
| hydraulics to apply the
| required assistance, so a

| torsion bar is installed in the
| steering assembly between
| the steering column and the
| rack. As the load builds up
| inthe steering column, this
. torsion-bar deflection opens
. asmall orifice, allowing high-
| pressure hydraulic oil into
| an actuator and giving the

| assistance required.

The problem is that
matching the torsion-bar
stiffness to the assistance
required is not easy; at best
you get a linear percentage-
assistance level relative to
the actual steering load. The
torsion-bar deflection also
means that the heavier the
steering load in a fast corner,
when the steering is at its
heaviest, the greater the
steering-wheel angle relative
to road-wheel angle.

As a result, the steering-
wheel angle is very similar
in a slow corner (when the
road wheels require a lot
of angle) to a fast corner.




FINAL DRIVE
PHOTO FINISH

FROM THE ARCHIV

Jackie Oliver, Spanish Grand Prix, 1970

“Ickx fell on the ground
and his overalls sucked up
the fuel like a candlewick. |

[ = — e

—
3 Impact ruptured the
b3 Ferrari’s fuel tank

o

. He had some pretty bad burns” =2 '
"'

EVERY RACING driver hopes to get through
a career — at whatever level — without
coming face to face with the frightening
prospect of a fiery accident. For some,
though, this nightmare is unavoidable.

For Jackie Oliver, that day came at Jarama
during the 1970 Spanish Grand Prix. Midway
through the opening lap, as the field approached
the Le Mans left-hander, Oliver’s BRM, lying
fifth, suffered a suspension failure — sending
the car across the grass and into the side of
Jacky Ickx’s Ferrari.

The impact ruptured the fuel tank on the
Belgian’s car and left both machines wedged
together on the track while a giant fireball
erupted around them, burning intensely as
the rest of the cars poured past.

“Very few people survive being in a fire of that
magnitude,” says Oliver. “It’s hard to describe it
to anyone who hasn’t been through it, but you
can’t see a thing except this wall of red. As I
tried to get out of the car, my overalls snagged
on the crushed dashboard, and I had to feel
around before I could extricate myself.

“I leaped out in one direction, and purely by
luck there were no cars there. Jacky leaped out
of his Ferrari and ran right into my car! He fell
on the ground and his overalls sucked up the
fuel like a candlewick. He had some pretty bad
burns on his legs, but I seemed to be fine.

“What really does for people — and it did
for Niki Lauda — is the flame inhalation. One
gulp and you burn your lungs. Because the
flame feeds off oxygen, it follows the air
down your windpipe. I see drivers now all
with their fireproof balaclavas, but what’s
protecting the real danger spot, their lungs?”

Amazingly, the most significant injury
Oliver suffered that day was a bruised chin.
“Ileaped out of the car like a gazelle, and
one of the tear-off strips on my visor had
become crinkled because of the heat.

“I can only assume the big Spanish marshal
saw this and thought I was on fire inside my
helmet, because he tried to yank my helmet
off me without undoing the straps. He was
so strong he was swinging me a foot off the
ground. Bloody dickhead!” &

- ) .

MAY 12 2005
WE PREDICTED Jenson Button
would return from the BAR team to
Williams in 2006, following a two-race
ban handed to BAR for running
underweight at the San Marino GP.
Williams sources told us that
Button would be “certain to drive
for the team next year”. Button
reportedly had a contract with
Williams allowing the team to
claim his services if he scored
less than 70 per cent of the
championship leader’s points
by the end of August’s Turkish GP.
Future GT ace Gianmaria Bruni
showed his step down from a Minardi
F1 seat to a GP2 ride with Coloni was
the right one by winning round two
at Barcelona (below). The result gave
Paolo Coloni his first victory as boss
of his father’s eponymous team.

Can Barcelona deliver a thriller? PLUS

Celebrating 60 years of F1;
GP2 Barcelona, WRC New
Zealand, LMS Spa reports

SPANISH GP

Let’s hope it

rains in Spain On Sale May 13
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FINAL DRIVE
RACE OF MY LIFE

DARREN TURNER

M Formula Renault, Thruxton Il May 6, 1996 M Van Diemen RFO6 M Flat-out round the back to win

MY SECOND year in the British
Formula Renault UK championship
was very significant for my whole
career. Not only was 1996 a great
season of racing, with eight drivers
winning races in five different
chassis run by seven teams, but my
two wins in the Redgrave Racing
Van Diemen helped me mount a
season-long title challenge and

get nominated for the prestigious
McLaren AUTOSPORT BRDC
Award finals at the end of the year.
That I went on to win the Award
made it a special year from which

I benefitted enormously.

We came to Thruxton, the third
round of the season, playing catch-
up to David Cook, who’d won the
first two races in his family-run
Tatuus. His car had looked really
strong in those opening two
rounds at Donington and Brands
SO we were up against it with our
equipment, and financially. I love
the high-speed, bumpy layout of
the circuit and it was an almost
out-of-body experience during
qualifying that made me believe I
could nail the race. I took Church
absolutely flat for the first time

118 autosport.com May 6 2010

“I had to take Church flat-out on cold tyres. I knew the

car could do it - and it had to be first time to count”

and the car felt mega. My engineer,
Simon Finiss, had come up with
the perfect set-up and I took pole
on my second flying lap.

I was worried about the start,
because I had bogged down at the
previous round. An extra 800 or
so revs sorted it and I made a
blistering getaway. I had to take
Church flat again, but this time on

cold tyres. I knew the car would
do it and it had to be first time
round to count. When I saw David
Henderson’s Haywood Ermolli get
between me and David Cook at the
Complex, I knew that if ever there
was a time to keep it flat all round
on those cold Michelins, this was
it. I did it, but was more than
surprised to have a 2.8sec lead

IN PROFILE

DARREN TURNER began his single-
seater career in Formula First in 1993
before tackling FVauxhall, FRenault and
FPalmer Audi. Following an intro to
Mercedes via a McLaren F1 test-driver
role, he settled with the German marque
in the DTM for 2000. He has carved out
a successful career in touring cars and
sportscars, scoring numerous class wins
for Ferrari and Aston Martin in all the
big international enduros, including the
Le Mans 24 Hours. He also spent two
seasons back on home soil in the BTCC,
during which he won five races for SEAT.

Turner takes Churchflatin
his Redgrave Van Diemen

at the end of the lap!

I controlled the race from the
front but at half-distance noticed
Cook’s black car in my mirrors.
He’d obviously got back past
Henderson so I thought it was time
to put on a spurt. But I chilled out
again when I realised that T was
safe from attack and could
maintain my advantage.

It was the perfect thank-you to
the Redgrave clan — Richard, Di,
Mark and Clare — who’d taken a
gamble on me and run me in ’95
and 96 for minimal budget. There
was always a great atmosphere in
the team and I’ll always be grateful
for the chance they gave me. &
Darren Turner was talking to
Henry Hope-Frost

BRUNDLE




ASTOM MARTIE

! SHOCK
oocTOoOR “II

. Introducmg the Gentleman D'rlvers Club a members club for driving
e enthusrasts founded byAston Mqrt.m Ra‘cmg driver, Darren Turner.

e .,-.< L

; We have an unr1valled selectlr-m of exclusive - The Gentleman Drivers Clul) is a group of

" events for our members that run throughout “like-minded individuals that simply enjoy
the year. We've just had a sell-out ice- driving driving. Our Supercar Sunday breakfast
.event in St. Moritz: with other hlghhghts for events are also a great opportunity to meet

2010 including a tour of Northern Italy and fellow members; whilst admiring the cars

ra hospltahty package for Le Mans i in J une. - over a coffee and bacon butty.

' For those’ who compete or track the1r cars, . Visit oqwebsue to see a full list of benefits
who better than double Le Mans winner and events for our members. There you
Darren Turner to help you improve your . will find video and gallery sections that
race craft? He will be doing training and highlight some of our main events this year.
high-speed laps at privately booked tracks Membership is limited, so join now to ensure

— from Silverstone to the Nordschleife... your place at our next event!

C%%//P/mm 'gw)um% C‘/f/é

Join us now at www.gentlemandriversclub.com

Gentleman Drivers Club Limited is Registered in England, No. 07029591. Telephone: +44 (0) 1525 288 134. Email: membership@gentlemandriversclub.com



Porsche Carrera Cup GB
Rounds 5 and 6, Brands Hatch, May 1-2

Race wins for Michael Caine and Tim Harvey

Pro-am1 wins for Jonas Gelzinis and Ollie Jackson
Pro-am2 wins for Steve Parish and Paul Mace

Overall podiums for Stephen Jelley and Tom Bradshaw
‘Driver of the weekend' award for Tom Bradshaw
‘Team of the weekend' award for JHR

Round 5 results

1 Michael Caine (Motorbase Performance)
2 Tim Harvey (Red Line Racing)

3 Stephen Jelley (Team Parker Racing)

4 Glynn Geddie (Team Parker Racing)

5 Euan Hankey (Team Parker Racing)

6 Michael Meadows (Red Line Racing)

Round 6 results

1 Tim Harvey (Red Line Racing)

2 Michael Caine (Motorbase Performance)

3 Tom Bradshaw (JHR)

4 Glynn Geddie (Team Parker Racing)

5 Charles Bateman (Motorbase Performance)
6 Euan Hankey (Team Parker Racing)

For more information on the Porsche Carrera Cup GB visit

www.porsche.com

Provisional points positions after round 6

Overall

1 Tim Harvey 124
2 Michael Caine 112
3 Glynn Geddie 72
4 Euan Hankey 70
5 Tom Bradshaw 54
6  Ollie Jackson 52
7  Charles Bateman 51
8  Tony Gilham 48
9 Jonas Gelzinis 43
10 Stephen Jelley 40

11 Anhmad Al Harthy 34
12 Michael Meadows 30
13 Archie Hamilton 29
14 Steve Parish 15
15 Mark Hazell 9
16 Michael Leonard
17 Glenn McMenamin
18 Alex Martin

19 George Brewster
20 George Richardson
= Paul Mace

22 Liam Griffin

= wwPs oo o

Pro-am1 category
Ollie Jackson
Tony Gilham
Jonas Gelzinis
Ahmad Al Harthy
Archie Hamilton
Michael Leonard

DO whN -

Pro-am2 category

Mark Hazell

Steve Parish

Glenn McMenamin
George Brewster
George Richardson
Bob Lyons

Paul Mace

Richard Denny

O~NO O W

Team championship
Motorbase Performance
Red Line Racing

Team Parker Racing
JHR

Addison Lee Motorbase
Collins ReDesign Racing

SO whN -

CARRERA
cupP

GREAT BRITAIN

The Wallnuss Comgany

qﬁ\qg PIPER  HEIDSIECK GoMotorsport.net
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