NEW FERRARI F150
TOO CONSERVA'I'IVE’

37 PAGES OF NEW CARS
AMAZING PICTURES
& IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS

FORMULA 1 » SPORTSCARS ¢ TOURING CARS < NASCAR « INDYCAR ¢ RALLYING NATIONAL RACING & MORE

FEBRUARY 3 2011 + £3.20 + WWW.AUTOSPORT.COM
NEW RED BULL RB7 ' " \

The low-down on Newey’s
latest creation, p12

¢ = MAKE ROADS SAFE
The Campaign fpr Glogal Road Safety

PLUS NEW MERCEDES NEW LOTUS NEW TORO ROSSO NEW SAUBER NEW WILLIAMS



_.

\’ LINX Al

o L

"éll‘u“-—:ﬁ“

SUS AR
RALLY TiEAM LA
,’—

TRAVIS PA'\S,\THANA / RALLY AMERICA CHAMPION

RA

\ "
& h"t




R LI
. e,

" JIVIVUE JOHNSON / NASCAR CUP CHAMPION

USRS :

o)

cha) o
RII.SUHL[]

=

258




l : = HAUTOSPORT.com
I #] Up-to-the-minute news and reports
=0 =221 from F1, WRC and more. Subscribe for COVER IMAGES:

RED BULL
February 32011 - vol 203 no 5 must-read opinion, stats and images INSET: FERRARI

10 Adjustable wing on trial
New-spec rear wing will get
race-condition work-out in
next week’s Jerez test
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There will be a second season
of FIA GT1, says series boss
62 Indy: parity no priority
No performance balancing

in IndyCar, says rules chief
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squad in 2012
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the Florida
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Chip Ganassi Riley-BMWs
take historic one-two, while
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brothers just miss out on

a podium finish
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“There are no wheels turning

and obviously still pages to

be filled with ink - something
to be written or said”
SEBASTIAN VETTEL BATS OFF FERRARI-MOVE RUMOURS
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The Mazda3 MPS really is a sight to behold. With an adrenaline pumping 260ps and tummy twisting 380Nm
of torque, it has extreme power and performance with extreme results and a £1,000 customer saving.

And the impressive figures don’t stop there! Experience the Mazda3 MPS for yourself by contacting your
nearest MPS specialist dealer.

To take a test drive contact your nearest Jennings Mazda, Middlesbrough
Mazda3 MPS dealer at: 01642 256655 www.jennings-mazda.co.uk
Arnold Clark Mazda, Aberdeen Ringways Mazda, Doncaster
01224 627177 www.arnoldclark.co.uk 01302 517500 www.ringway.co.uk
Taggarts Mazda, Motherwell Nidd Vale Mazda, Harrogate
01698 266133 www.taggarts.co.uk 01423 544600 www.niddvale.co.uk
SG Petch Mazda, Durham Perrys Mazda, Huddersfield
0191 3750062 www.sgpetch.co.uk 01484 481250 www.perrys.co.uk
Colliers Mazda, Erdington Essex Mazda, Essex
01213825225 www.brooklyn.co.uk 01268 522744 www.essexmazda.com
Furrows Mazda, Shrewsbury MKG3000 Mazda. Twickenham
01743 454444 www.furrows.co.uk 0208 538 9377 www.mkg3000.com

GK Group Mazda, Sheffield
0114 285 7250 www.gkgroup.co.uk

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (I/100km) for the Mazda3 MPS:
Urban 21.4 (13.2), Extra Urban 37.7 (7.5), Combined 29.4 (9.6). CO, emissions (g/km) 224.
Retail sales only. Subject to availability at participating MPS Specialist dealers only on vehicles registered between 4 January and 31 March 2011. Model shown:

Mazda3 MPS. OTR price: £23,155.0n the road price includes VAT, number plates, delivery, 12 months' road fund licence, 1st registration fee, 3 year or 60,000
mile warranty and 3 years' European Roadside Assistance. tTest drives subject to applicant status and availability. Details correct at time of going to print.
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Dress rehearsal time in
F1’s theatre of dreams

WE’VE GONE QUITE LITERALLY
launch-tastic this week, getting under
the skin of eight of the cars that will
make up the 2011 grid.

While it’s far too early to draw any
conclusions about how they will perform,
a few things are clearly apparent. Firstly,
Adrian Newey and Red Bull have done
another fantastic job of finding a
supremely tight solution to packaging

the rear of their new car, the RB7.

Secondly, the Lotus-sponsored Renault team has proved that

even in an era of very tight regulations it’s still possible to be
innovative, with its unique exhaust system the most striking
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the title will do for the Scuderia this year. And, unlike most
teams, Ferrari has eschewed copying the Red Bull pullrod rear
suspension, believing it has found a better pushrod solution.
It’s all tantalising stuff, but we’re going to have to wait until
qualifying in Bahrain to see who’s actually got it right.

Andrew van de Burgt, editor

BAMBER’ S
WEEK

ALL THESE CONTROLS
ON THE STEERING WHEEL-
IT'S JUST UNACCEFTABLE!

| KNOW!IF I SEE ONE |~
MORE BUTTON TODAY, | —
I'LL SMASH IT!

February 3 2011 autosport.com 7



GRAND-AM
Jim’ll have to fix it!

Jim Lowe stoops even lower
by chucking his Starworks
Motorsport Riley-Ford off the
road during last weekend’s
Daytona 24 Hours. The car,
which he shared with Ryan
Dalziel, Colin Braun, Tomas
Enge and Mike Forest, had
qualified fourth but would
eventually retire with an oil
leak. Full race report, p56

Picture: Terry Renna/AP
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Teams to trial new
‘passing’ wing at Jerez

Next week’s test should feature the first organised ‘mock race’ to gauge

effectiveness of new ‘overtaking’ device. EDD STRAW reports

ormula 1 teams are set to trial
the new-for-2011 adjustable

rear wing under race conditions

during next week’s Jerez test.

Cars have been running with
the innovation during this week’s
Valencia test. It works when a slot
gap is opened temporarily between
the two elements of the rear wing,
cutting drag and improving the
chances of overtaking.

But this week’s testing has only

F1 TESTING - VALENCIA (FEBRUARY 1)
POS DRIVER (CAR)

Sebastian Vettel (Red Bull-Renault)
Nico Hulkenberg (Force India-Mercedes)*
Gary Paffett (McLaren-Mercedes)*

Paul di Resta (Force India-Mercedes)*
Fernando Alonso (Ferrari)

Kamui Kobayashi (Sauber-Ferrari)
Jerome D’Ambrosio (Virgin-Cosworth)*
Michael Schumacher (Mercedes)

Rubens Barrichello (Hilliams-Cosworth)
Vitaly Petrov (Renault)

Jaime Alguersuari (Toro Rosso-Cosworth)
Narain Karthikeyan (HRT-Cosworth)*
Nico Rosberg (Mercedes)

O ©® ~N oUW N —
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been under practice and qualifying
conditions, with the wing used
without restriction. In a race,
drivers will only be permitted to
activate the system when within
one second of the car ahead.
Discussions were ongoing
as to the format of the test as
AUTOSPORT closed for press,
but it is believed that there will be
specified short periods of running
using the wing under race rules.

*DENOTES 2010 CAR

TIME

1m13.769s
1m13.938s
1m14.292s
1ml4.461s
1m14.553s
1m15.621s
1m16.003s
1m16.450s
1m17.335s
1m17.424s
1m17.774s
1m18.020s
1m19.930s

The experiment will give the
first indications of how much
easier overtaking will be with
the new wing, although it is
understood that there will be
a full-scale test of the technology
in the final pre-season test in
Bahrain in March.

Renault technical director James
Allison told AUTOSPORT: “I don’t
think that it will be too revealing
of the ease with which overtaking
will happen, but it will be an
important test to make sure that
the timing system works and
that the communications between
race control and the team work
properly. I don’t think that we
will see the full impact of it
until we get into a race.”

Amid fears that the system
could make overtaking too easy,

the teams and the FIA will continue

to work together to ensure that
the innovation works as intended.
The FIA’s sporting regulations are
deliberately vague about exactly
how the system will be applied,

centre of attention

IN ACTION

This picture shows
the Ferrari with its
50mm wing slot open

“It’11 be an important test

but we won’t see the full

impact until the first race”

RENAULT TECH CHIEF JAMES ALLISON

but the current plan is that it

will be available only on a single
designated straight at each race.
This will be decided by the FIA in
discussions with the teams ahead
of each grand prix weekend.

There are also moves to limit the
time that the wing can be opened.
Should it prove too easy to overtake,
drivers may be limited only to a
small burst that is enough to give
a slight advantage. This could
vary from track to track.

——

Rear wings will be
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nch. Fernando Alonso was the Ppacesetter during morning running
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AUTOSPORT SAYS..

EDD STRAW
F1 EDITOR

edd.straw
@haymarket.com

Predictions are a fool’s pastime. It’s
going to be a good month before we
really know where everyone stands, but
that mystery only makes launch season
more gripping. So what did we learn
from this week’s flurry of new cars?

What really stands out is that Renault is
very serious about 2011. Whatever your view
on the rights and wrongs of Group Lotus
getting involved and the fears that Lotus Cars
is overreaching itself, the technical team under
the direction of James Allison has pushed the
boat out with the R31. Like the majority of
the new cars we’ve seen so far, the seeming
impossibility of fitting a gearbox, fuel tank,
KERS and engine between the driver and rear
wing stands out. But it’s the exhausts that
move forward from the engine and use the
gases to work the floor harder that were
the biggest talking point.

Since winning back-to-back championships
in 2005/6, Renault has taken a beating. It
struggled when Bridgestone became the
only tyre supplier,
grappled with its
conscience after
the Singapore crash
scandal and endured
years of speculation
over its future.
Throughout that
time it has never
lacked quality
technical personnel,
and this year the
conditions are right to recapture the glories of
2003-06. Especially with Robert Kubica.

I’'m not saying that Renault will win
races this year; I'm just saying that, for
the first time in half a decade, there’s no
reason why it shouldn’t.

New Renault [ ey A

caused a stir

PLAYBACK

SEARCH FOR: Sauber C30 moveable rear wing
This short clip from Sauber’s Valencia filming day
gives the clearest illustration yet of how the
adjustable rear wing looks in action.

4

February 3 2011 autosport.com 11




LAUNCH SPECIAL

(REDNBULL

RED BULL RB7Y
Keeping up appearances

The 2011 season is going to be a tough one for Red Bull. It set the standards
for performance and development so high last year that maintaining the
momentum will be difficult. By GARY ANDERSON

COMPARISON SIDEPOD

@ Overall, it is difficult to know what steps Red Bull has @ The sidepod detail is again very similar to last year’s
taken. On performance the team was ahead of the rest last car. It is heavily undercut at the front, which continues
year with its RB6, but it is never easy to take another step up through the intersection with the floor. It is quite short
the ladder when you are already at the top. Try too hard, and going into the coke-bottle area, and the trailing edge
you can fall very quickly. sweeps down and blends with the inner bodywork
and the upper-floor surface, minimising any blockage
between the inside of the rear tyre and the bodywork
covering the sides of the gearbox. Maximising the
airflow through this area reduces overall drag, as less
air is forced around the outside of the rear tyre. It also
helps with the aerodynamic performance of the diffuser,
as the airflow comes across the top surface of the
diffuser and works to extract the airflow from the
underneath of the car.

12 autosport.com February 3 2011



ROLLOVER BAR

@ Red Bull has followed a fairly standard

concept in the rollover bar/airbox intake

area. Compared with the Mercedes, the

airbox intake is much rounder. When the

car is at high speed, the engine is not

capable of using the amount of air that is

fed to the airbox intake, and that excess

air volume spills around the airbox intake

leading edge. Having a round intake allows

the airflow to spill around the complete

perimeter as opposed to just the sides

- a small detail, but if carried out correctly

it helps the rear-wing performance, and

in these days of tiny improvements,

everything needs to be looked at. Red Bull

has retained the ugly engine fin, although "
it is reduced in length, as required in the _ Z‘Cﬁ?ﬁﬂ:'{,‘i\ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂfﬂﬂm?
regulations. This helps the rear stability

of the car mid-corner.

FRONT SUSPENSION FRONT WING, ENDPLATE AND NOSE

@ The front suspension is a double wishbone and pushrod, and it @ The front-wing assembly is very similar to last year
also has an independent steering trackrod. The rear leg of the top in that it’s a three-element wing with a twin-element
wishbone incorporates a fairly long section of aerodynamic fairing upper forward wing. The intersection between the
to help realign the airflow to the leading edge of the sidepods. central, FIA-defined section and the outer Red Bull flap
The regulations control the maximum size of these components assembly is a little abrupt, but this is done to allow the
to prevent excessively large aerodynamic-section wishbones. team to run the outer section of the wing lower to the
The chassis at the front is similar in height and detail to the RB6, ground, which increases its efficiency because a higher
and the front brake ducts have the now-customary turning vanes percentage of it is working in ground effect. In other
to help with airflow around the front wheels. words, the gap between the ground and the wing works
a bit like a venturi, and is not so critical to turbulent
airflow. The front wing endplates are fairly similar to
last year, with the inlet ducts running through to the
under surface of the flaps to minimise the airflow
separation where the flaps join the endplate.

February 3 2011 autosport.com 13



LAUNCH

ADRIAN NEWEY ON

RED BULL FAMILY TREE

Red BullRB5 is
grandad of RB7

“It’s an evolution of the RB5 principles [from 2009]. That’s something
we’ve always tried to do. If you’ve got a decent car in the first place
and the regulations don’t demand a change, then you keep evolving
that car until it reaches the end of the road. The end of the road is
either regulation change or moving onto a new concept as a result

of development. As far as RB7 is concerned, we felt that RB5 and

RB6 are a decent family line, and it made sense to keep developing
that route rather than starting again.”

“KERS is a big unknown this year, in as much as Ferrari ran a system
throughout 2009, as did McLaren, and Mercedes also has a good
knowledge of that. In that sense, those three teams have far more
knowledge of KERS. It will be a steep learning curve for us in terms
of how you operate it and use it throughout the race weekend, but for
the packaging we’ve done our best to accommodate what is quite a
heavy and bulky system in a way that minimises any penalty.”

DOUBLE-DIFFUSER BAN

He’sonly got one
diffuser to look at

“I don’t think that moving away from the double diffuser changes the
overall concept of the car. The RB6 was a second-generation version of
RB5, which was originally developed as a single-diffuser car. It’s a big
reduction in downforce, so you just try to claw some back elsewhere.”

PIRELLI

- X
- How will Pirellis

: |

suit Vettel charge?

“The new Pirelli tyres are an unknown for everybody. We had the
two-day test in Abu Dhabi last November, but that was an early tyre
and they will have been developed since then. Exactly what the
characteristics are and how that affects the fundamentals of the
car is unknown for everybody. It may suit some teams better than
others, despite the weight-distribution restriction.”

14 autosport.com February 3 2011
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on prospects

Red Bull tech:wizard reckons stable‘rules
could help F1's big-boys. By EDD-STRAW
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Vettel gets into first
Red Bullto carry #1

to maintain its advantage

at the front of the field in
2011 because of ever-more-
restrictive regulations and the
stability of the current rules
package, according to chief
technical officer Adrian Newey.

The team unveiled its latest
creation, the RB7, at Valencia
on Tuesday morning. The car
caught the eye for the trademark
Newey tight packaging, particularly
around the rear, which is believed
to feature a gearbox that is even
more compact than last year’s
notably small unit.

Despite the raft of rules tweaks
for this year, the biggest of which is
the ban on the double diffuser, the
core of the regulations has been
stable since the start of 2009. Most
of the changes have restricted areas
in which teams can develop. Newey
suspects that this will make Red
Bull’s title defence a big challenge,
as it favours the biggest teams who
are best-equipped to develop tiny,
expensive improvements.

It’s a process that Mercedes
team boss Ross Brawn dubs ‘Swiss
watch-making} and Red Bull claims
not to have the same resources

Red Bull will find it difficult

as F1’s biggest operations,
McLaren and Ferrari.

“Defending the championship is
our immediate goal,” Newey told
AUTOSPORT. “The dangers are
that the rules are stabilising. We
had the big change in 2009 and
then subsequent smaller changes,
but the more you get into a stable
set of regulations, the more it
becomes an iterative process. Then
the size and experience of the team
counts more than innovation.”

Despite his concerns, Newey still
believes that there is enough leeway
in the rules for innovative design to
prevail, regardless of the long-term
trend in the sport for rules to
become ever-tighter.

“The rules now are more
restrictive than the rules that we
had in 2010,” said Newey. “But there
is always a danger [that someone
can come up with the unexpected],
and it’s right and proper that there
should be that danger. That’s F1.
Obviously we came up with the
exhaust-blown diffuser last year,
and the beauty of these things is
that, almost by definition, you
don’t see them coming.”

If, as Newey predicts, the field
is closer this year, the disadvantage




“We came

up with the
exhaust-blown
diffuser last
year. The beauty
of these things
is you don’t see
them coming”

Adrian Newey

in peak power that Renault

claims has been frozen into its V8
powerplant could become a decisive
performance differentiator. Despite
ongoing lobbying, the Renault unit
remains unchanged this year.

“The engine-freeze business still
hasn’t been resolved,” said Newey.
“You have three main performance
differentiators — the chassis, driver
and engine. Setting aside the driver
for the moment, the more stable
the chassis regulations are, the
more the performance will converge
and the more the differences in
engines become apparent. We’re

| Gettinglaps
~ inatValencia

very happy with the Renault
partnership, but the way that the
engines were frozen is a problem
[Renault claims that it stopped
developing its unit prior to the
freeze earlier than its rivals, as it
believes the rules demanded]”
Newey’s concerns do not prevent
most onlookers from expecting
Red Bull to be extremely difficult
to beat in 2011. But with this team
traditionally wary of showing its
raw speed during testing, it will not
be until the opening Bahrain Grand
Prix that we see the potential of
Newey’s latest masterpiece.

progression of the stunning RB6, but

with Adrian Newey behind its design,
who knows what new ideas may be hidden
beneath those slender lines?

When looking for clues, that unusual rear
wing looks a good starting point, but there
may well be less to that than meets the eye.
Last year’s car could, while passing every
measurement test made of it, run its nose
lower to the ground than any other — to the
huge benefit of its aerodynamics. This year
the floor-flexibility tests have been made
yet tougher, and it’s the hope of rival teams
that this will finally stymie this aspect of
Red Bull’s performance. But don’t bet on it.

The team now has a two-year head start
on everyone else about understanding the
aero characteristics of a car with pullrod
rear suspension, and remember that the
RB7 is in fact the third iteration of a theme
begun with the RBs5, and it’s a theme
that in 2009 and ’10 gave us F1’s fastest
car. On the other hand, the team has
almost no experience of running a KERS
package, in contrast to McLaren and Ferrari
— as last season showed, iffy reliability
in those early races can take an awful
lot of recovering from.

There remains too the challenging
driver dynamic between Sebastian Vettel
and Mark Webber. Against the Alonso-
centricity of Ferrari, that’s always going
to be difficult. The easiest way to
overcome it is by sheer performance —
and that’s the Newey way.

“Rivals hope tougher flexi-
floor tests will stymie Red
Bull. But don’t bet on it”

T he RB7 appears to be a logical

clas)
Vettel behind
his new weapon
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BOYS’ WONDERS

Having won both world titles in 2010, Red Bull - once F1’s party team - is ready
to hang on to its world-beating reputation with the all-new RB7. By EDD STRAW

ince bursting into
Formula 1 by
salvaging the ashes
of the disastrous
Jaguar team ahead
of the 2005 season,
Red Bull has been
the nouveau riche
team of the paddock. The outfit
filled its role very well in the early
years, earning a reputation as F1’s
party team. And despite ruffling
feathers with a very aggressive
recruitment policy that left rivals
muttering about poaching, the
sport’s grandees weren’t too
worried about Red Bull on track.
Then came the biggest overhaul
of F1’s regulations in almost a
quarter of a century in 2009. Red
Bull started winning races and, last
year, both championships. Now, the
likes of Ferrari and McLaren have
had no choice but to take the
energy-drink-on-wheels outfit
seriously. Since coming into F1 with
lofty ambitions Red Bull has now
ticked every box except the one

16 autosport.com February 3 2011

marked ‘sustained success’ That
is what 2011 is all about. Was the
team’s success in 2009/10 a fluke,
or the shape of things to come?
“We go into the season as
champions and we’ve won more
races in the past two years than
any other team,” says team
principal Christian Horner. “That
hasn’t happened by accident. We
have number one on the car and

Newey (left) remains
technical benchmark

both championship trophies in “RB7 is an evolution -

our cabinet and our target is to there are a lot of lessons
keep them there. We don’t learned from the RB6 and
underestimate the might or the

heritage of our rivals; McLaren strengtlls’shat have been
and Ferrari have been around built on...

for a long time. We are quietly
confident, but not arrogant.”

Red Bull’s strengths are obvious.
Design guru Adrian Newey has
been bang on the money with car
concept over the past two years
— save for the double diffuser
and the f-duct, both of which he
regards as against the spirit of the
regulations. This year’s Red Bull
RB7 offers few surprises, which is

Christian Horner

no shock given that Red Bull has
become a leader, not a follower, and
has a good handle on the demands
of modern F1 regulations. Despite
some people’s inevitable
disappointment over Red Bull’s
unveiling of a ‘conventional’ car,
that’s a reflection of the team’s
position as market leader. You
don’t tear up a winning formula
and start again.

“It’s different for the revised
regulations, but it is an evolution,”
says Horner. “I remember
comments last year after the car
was released that it wasn’t very
radical and didn’t look very
different. But it still turned up at
the first race and qualified on pole
by a good margin. There are a lot
of lessons that have been learned
from the RB6 and strengths that
have been built on.”

Crucially, Red Bull’s biggest
strength over the past couple of
years hasn’t been its base car. Good
as RBs5 and RB6 have been, it’s been
the development path that has

THOMPSON/GETTY
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Vettelis determined to
retain his title this year
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really stunned. How often has Red
Bull lost its way? How often have
you heard a weekend being written
off because a new wing or clever
upgrade has gone awry? Newey
understands the car implicitly,

to the point where pieces can be
hauled out of a van 10 minutes
before qualifying, thrown onto the
car and work. For all the sniping
about breaking resource-restriction
agreements, flexi-floors and active
suspension (all accusations that
have never stood up), Red Bull’s
development is what rival teams
fear most. This is the Newey factor
— the aerodynamic special mind
with a midas touch.

“I’ve got a reasonable ability
to visualise things but I can’t see
the invisible airflow!” admits
Newey. “The cars are very much
packages — McLaren could put
on our front wing and it wouldn’t
work so it’s dangerous looking at
individual features.”

And there is the reason why the
rest should be afraid of Red Bull.
The team understands how the
car works as a package and
understands how to improve it.
There is no magic bullet of design
to be copied. This, above all, is the
secret to its success and there’s no
reason why it should have lost this

over the winter.

“This has been one of the
success stories of the team,” says
Horner. “We’ve managed to develop
well and outdevelop our rivals.

It demonstrates that the
understanding is there and that the
correlation is good between our
simulation tools, be it windtunnel
or CFD, and the track. Probably

95 per cent of what has gone onto
the car over the past two years

has delivered.

“Adrian is like the conductor
of an orchestra; with any good
orchestra, you need the right
instruments in the right positions.
The aerodynamic team, the design
office and the R&D group are all
working in harmony. Adrian does
a great job of leading by example
and one of his strongest assets is
to work with the younger guys,
listen to their ideas. He has no
engineering snobbery about him
and is open to constructive ideas.”

That’s also a Newey creating
clones in his own image. For those,
rivals included, who think Red Bull
is all about Newey and it would all
end if he walked away, that’s a very
worrying thought. Don’t expect the
Red Bull success story to end any
time soon — it has earned its right
to walk among the top teams. &

THE MEN BEHIND NEWEY

ADRIAN NEWEY MIGHT be ‘front of house’ as far as the design
of Red Bull’s cars is concerned, but he is quick to credit those
who work with him for their contribution to the team’s success.
Christian Horner invariably refers to “Adrian and his design
team”, reminding us that even F1's greatest designer is only
one part of the vast team of people needed to thrive in F1.
After winning last year’s title, cited two members of

his team as worthy of “special thanks”.

MASON/GETTY

PETER PRODROMOU

Head of aerodynamics

Prodromou joined Red Bull nine months after Newey, starting
work there in November 2006. The aeronautical engineering
graduate came into Formula 1 with McLaren in the early
1990s, initially specialising in CFD, and was appointed chief
aerodynamicist in 2000. He established a close working
relationship with Newey, then McLaren’s technical director, and
was an obvious target when Newey left McLaren for Red Bull.

ROB MARSHALL

Chief designer

Marshall was head of mechanical design at Renault when

Red Bull’s aggressive recruitment wagon rolled into town,
leading him to him switching to the Milton Keynes outfit in
2006. A low-profile figure during his time at Enstone, he was
nonetheless regarded as a key part of Renault’s championship
successes in 2005 and 2006 and is credited with coming up
with the mass-damper concept. He is regarded as critical to

[ AbuDhabi victory was satisfying Newey’s tight packaging demands.
& team’s ninth of the year
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(M E R CEDES
MERCEDES MGP W02
Germans aim to make their Merc

The 2010 season was tough one for Mercedes, so it really
has to step up in 2011. Its new car is strikingly aggressive in
its nose and front-wing-mount treatment, but is it enough to
allow Nico Rosherg and Michael Schumacher to challenge
at the front, asks GARY ANDERSON

ROLLOVER BAR AREA

@ Mercedes has gone to a more
conventional air intake rollover

bar package. Its 2011 concept is
conventional with an undercut
between the head rest and air intake
to prevent the turbulent flow off the

driver’s helmet from effecting the
engine performance. It is interesting
that the camera is mounted further
back than we are used to seeing, but
while this might have slight airflow
implications, I suspect that the main
reason would be structural.

REAR SUSPENSION

@ Mercedes has adopted the pullrod
system that worked well for Red Bull
in 2010. There is much more to it
than simply adopting it because it
was good for Red Bull - it has to be
integrated into your entire design
concept. The system can offer
positive benefits, with a lower
centre of gravity over the inboard
suspension-mounted components,
and reduced aerodynamic blockage
for the airflow to the rear wing.

18 autosport.com February 3 2011

REAR WING

@ The rear wing is a two-element component, which

is the maximum allowed by the regulations, and it
appears that the mechanism to adjust the rear flap from
the minimum slot gap of 14mm to the maximum of
50mm is in the endplate underneath this small cover,
which is held in position by four fasteners. The louvres
in the endplates help equalise the pressure from the
inside of the endplate to the outside. This, combined
with the rear corner of the endplate being removed,

is aimed at drag reduction.

SIDEPODS

@ The sidepods retain the
traditional leading edge and
outer-corner undercut and have
a very short and stumpy rear
section. The exhaust exit is
situated low, just on top of

the diffuser.



COMPARISON

@ It is always difficult to develop
a car when you have two drivers
with very different driving styles.
When Schumacher was at Ferrari
the car was developed for him,
and the second driver had to do as
good a job as he could with it. For
Mercedes this is going to be tough,
because Rosberg is very quick and
doing an excellent job. Do they
follow his lead, or do they believe
enough in Schumacher to go in his
direction? It’s a tough decision,
and I’'m glad I’m not making it.

FRONT WING, ENDPLATE AND NOSE

@ The Mercedes has a high nose section with a very slim

nose and racy front-wing mounts, but it has still retained the
two-element main section for the front wing. For me, this comes
at too great a cost in terms of airflow separation and the amount
of downforce that’s lost when the airflow does separate from this
component at low ride heights. The treatment underneath the
chassis makes it into more of a U-section, very similar to the Red
Bull, to allow better quality airflow as the flow off the front wing
is diverted around the sides of the chassis.

1 LAUNCH
MERCEDES MGP W02

New MGP W02 got initial
shakedown from Rosberg

FRONT SUSPENSION

® The high chassis means that the front
suspension is at a very acute angle from
the chassis to the upright. Again, I am
not a great believer in this, as it means
that when the suspension moves, the
track width has to increase. If you
imagine this mid-corner when you hit

a bump, you are asking the loaded tyre
to move in its loaded direction, which
is something it just does not want to do
without breaking traction. That aside,
the suspension is fairly conventional
with an upper and lower wishbone and
pushrod. It also has an independent
steering track-rod.
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BRAWN’S RECIPE

Mercedes team boss Ross Brawn tells ADAM COOPER that all
the elements are in place for a more successful second season

ast year at Mercedes
GP it was a classic
case of having the
perfect ingredients,
but not getting the
mix quite right.

On paper, the
combination of the
title-winning team (as Brawn GP),
new support from Mercedes and
the reunion of the dream team

of Michael Schumacher and

Ross Brawn looked ideal.

The reality was quite different.
Michael found life tougher than
expected, and the car was nowhere
near as good as its predecessor.
While Nico Rosberg deservedly
picked up some podiums, he did

20 autosport.com February 3 2011

so on days when the top three
teams hit trouble.

Having slowed down on
development of the Wo1 at an early
stage, the team hopes that by
taking one step back it will take
two forward with the new car,
which is exactly what happened
in 2008-’09. Brawn admits a lot
of things weren’t right last year.

“I think when you are developing
or designing a car you feel it come
together, and quite frankly we
didn’t get that feel from the 2010
car,” he admits. “You know when
it’s coming together if it’s pushing
the boundaries in various areas,
and the 2010 car was always a fairly
conservative effort. We knew that

from the start, and that’s the sort
of car we had for most of the year.

“It wasn’t leading-edge in many
areas, in terms of weight, centre
of gravity, perhaps suspension
innovation. There were a number
of things that we were fairly
conservative on, and probably
hadn’t pushed as hard to try
to gain performance.

“We got a bit lost in the middle
with the blown-exhaust technology
and one or two other things, but
then we gathered ourselves up
by the end of the year. I think we
understand the reasons why we
weren’t as strong as we should have
been in 2010, and we aim to fix
those for 2011. Reflecting on it,

Brawn-run Merc team
enters second season




Schumacher/Brawn
dream team lives on

Wo02was revealed at
Valencia this week

it’s not unexplainable why we
were where we were.

“I think it was the legacy of the
changes we made to the company,
and quite honestly a legacy of not
enough technical leadership at the
time we were doing the 2010 car.

I feel much more comfortable now
with the team we have in place and
the people we have in place.”

It’s not hard to work out what
went wrong with the Wo1. Not
only was the team busy fighting for
the 2009 title during its gestation,
Brackley had been drastically
downsized as part of the pre-
Mercedes survival strategy.

“And we were putting in place

the future of the team,” adds Brawn.

FORMULE ONE TEAN

MERCEDESGPPETRONAS

Brawn hopes to have
better results to discuss

“There was an awful lot going on
in 2009, and perhaps I took my
eye off the ball and the 2010 car.
But it’s firmly back on now.

“We’ve added one or two key
people. Mainly it’s been internal
promotions and internal
developments. We do have a proper
structure in place now, whereas 12
months ago it was a bit vague. It’s
been a strategic strengthening of
the team in some key areas.”

Although the staff has grown
again since the Brawn year,
Mercedes is still smaller than most
of its main competitors. Brawn says
the resource-restriction agreement
will force other teams to shrink,
and thus there’s no point in

1 LAUNCH
MERCEDES

Rosberg puts miles
onthe 2011 racer

encounter the woes that afflicted
Schumacher and Rosberg in 2010.
“We would have changed the car
regardless of Bridgestone or Pirelli.
I think getting the car better for
both drivers may help Michael.
There’s no intent to change the car
or do anything because we see a
particular issue with Michael’s
style or need. I think whatever we
do has got to benefit both drivers.
We just need to improve the range
of balance of the car between
corner entry and mid-corner.”
Schumacher’s form remains the
big question mark. If the tyre issue
has been resolved, and given that
the former champ has now had a
year to get back into the groove,

“We understand the reasons why we weren’t as
strong as we should have been in 2010, and we
aim to fix those for 2011” Ross Brawn

expanding. But what of the Wo2
— is Brawn confident that it is
innovative enough?

“There’s a difference between
innovation and pushing the limit
on weight and structures. Red Bull
obviously had pullrod suspension,
and we’ve followed that route.
Particularly with the new
aerodynamic regulations — that’s
attractive, because the diffuser is
much more limited. It gets a lot
of the weight down low.

“I can see from the detail and
the weight and the designs that
we’ve just done a better job in a
lot of areas. We started early.”

Much is riding on how the new
Pirelli tyres behave, but it’s not
just a question of hoping that the
drivers are more comfortable with
the front tyres than they were last
year. The team has addressed the
issues directly, to ensure it doesn’t

what does the team expect from
the seven-time champion?

“I don’t have any specific hopes
for Michael, I just have hopes for
the team and both drivers. I
wouldn’t separate Michael out
from my hopes and ambitions for
the team. We want both drivers to
win races and one of them to win
the championship. I don’t care
which one it is. I think if they are
both doing well, that’s great.

“If one’s doing badly, then the
normal situation that exists in
any team will prevail. If a driver
is not performing, you have to try
to fix it. But I don’t expect that.

“I think both drivers will be very
strong this year. Michael has his
ambitions and expectations, and
Nico has his. By definition only one
of them can achieve them, but as
long as both put in good, strong
performances, I'll be very happy.” &
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Here’s the bad news for 11
of the F1 teams: Red Bull
could have a shattering
advantage over everyone
that was disguised for the
two seasons in which
double diffusers were legal

Red Bull battled
Brawnin2009

(14

ith the launch of a big
w proportion of the 2011 cars

this week, we might in theory
be a step closer to understanding
how the Formula 1 field is going to
stack up. In reality, of course, we are
just as much in the dark as before.
Even analysing the times from the
first tests tells us virtually nothing
in this no-refuelling era, when
variation in fuel loads alone can
account for four seconds per lap.
Now, more than ever, we — and the
teams themselves — can know very
little of the competitive order until
everyone’s in the same trim in
qualifying for the first race.

At this stage our expectations

tend to be based on what has gone
before, and historically that has
usually been a reasonably good
guide to what’s coming. But not
always. You only have to go back
two years to the 2008/09 off-
season to see that blown out of the
water. With the general expectation
of a continued Ferrari-versus-
McLaren title fight, what we got
instead was Brawn v Red Bull, and
the former big two were nowhere.

On that occasion it was down to
Brawn spotting a loophole that was
invisible to McLaren and Ferrari
and how that, in the political waters
of the time within the struggle for
control of the sport, suited external
agendas. Had it been Ferrari or
McLaren who’d seen the loophole,
and no-one else, you felt fairly
sure it would have been closed off.
That confluence of circumstances
— and a great car from the former
Honda guys at Brackley — turned
the season on its head. There are
always loopholes and, although
the double-diffuser one has
now been closed off, is there
something hidden behind one
or more of those new shapes
introduced this week that is going
to prove the crucial differentiator?
That’s the tantalising thing
about this part of the year.

But, going back to that 2009
season, recall that of the title
contenders it was only the Brawn
that began the year with a double
diffuser. The Red Bull RB5 carried
a plain old single diffuser until
well into the season — and yet was
arguably just as fast as the Brawn
from the third race onwards. Its
advantage over the other single-
diffuser cars was initially enormous

— and that’s something that is
now largely forgotten.

A fast car is invariably fast
because of how it works in unison.
For example, Williams and Toyota
began 2009 with double diffusers
too, but were slower than the
Brawn and Red Bull. But looking
at that Red Bull, it was difficult
not to connect its unique pull-rod
rear end with its startling
performance advantage over
the other single-diffuser cars.

The question hanging in the air
as we head into this season is very
much related to the performance
pattern of those first few races of
2009, namely: was Adrian Newey’s
pull-rod innovation at the root of
a huge aero advantage, one that
was then disguised by the advent
of the double diffuser? Of course,
the Red Bull gained its own double
diffuser subsequently, but it’s quite
feasible, indeed even likely, that
the double-diffuser configuration
worked against the full exploitation
of the pull-rod suspension’s
benefits. Now that everyone
is back to single diffusers —
the configuration most teams
mistakenly thought they had at
the beginning of ‘09 — will we see a
full picture that was only glimpsed
back then, that of a huge aero
advantage for the pull-rod layout?

Ferrari clearly believes not.
Others, notably both Lotus
teams, have committed fully to
the pull-rod layout. A look at the
rear-suspension choices for each of
the teams as they reveal their new
cars will probably allow the first
pieces of the 2011 jigsaw to be put
in place. But only in hindsight will
the significance of that be apparent. &

as Newey’s innovation at the

root of a huge aero advantage?”
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WILLIAMS FW33
Revival of the fittest

Williams has all the ingredients to perform at the front, but over the past
few years it just hasn’t got it together. GARY ANDERSON examines the FW33
to determine if this is the car that can return the team to the winner’s circle

FRONT WING, ENDPLATE AND NOSE

@ The front wing is neat and tidy, with a three-element main wing
and twin- and single-element upper forward wings. The nose is
relatively high, with what might be called ‘fangs’ as wing mounts.
All of this is to optimise the airflow between the front wheels while
still producing the front downforce required to balance the car. The
front wing endplates are fairly simple, with a twin vertical turning
vane to assist with the flow around the front tyre. The forward-
facing cameras are mounted on the front outer sides of the nose,
which helps keep the upper airflow horizontal and improves the
performance of the sidepods.

FRONT SUSPENSION

@ The Williams has twin wishbone and pushrod-operated damper units,

which are at a relatively acute angle to the chassis. The brake ducts are
bigger than last year’s as the overall weight of the car has increased,
making the requirement for better cooling very important.
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REAR SUSPENSION

ROLLOVER BAR @ The Williams features pullrod-operated spring and damper units fully
enclosed within the bodywork, which makes it difficult to comment on the

@ The undercut area between the airbox and the headrest is design detail. But as a package, it fits neatly with the new diffuser regulations.

very well detailed. It has a smooth transition where it blends The gearbox is very compact, and it looks like the differential is quite low -

back into the engine cover surfaces; a detail that works to this reduces the centre of gravity of the rear of the car, and creates less

control the turbulent airflow coming around the driver’s helmet, aerodynamic blockage to the rear beam wing. The only compromise is the

and helps get this flow to reattach to the sides of the engine driveshaft angle and the reliability of the driveshaft joints.

cover to minimise the negative effect on the rear wing.

X 'P DV-‘; 4 SIDEPODS

@ The sidepods follow the current trend, with a
heavily undercut leading edge. The undercut
continues around the side of the car, and joins up

\ iyl with the top surface that drops down dramatically
R into the coke-bottle area. This detail gets the low
? pressure coke-bottle area of the car to assist with the
N H scavenging of air underneath the front of the chassis,

and in turn help with front wing performance.

COMPARISON

@ With a year of engine supply under
its belt, Cosworth will be in a better
position to maximise its engine
performance over a full race distance.
That, combined with this new car
package and a motivated team and
driver, will move Williams forward.

Interim-liveried FW33
has had its initial runs

DIFFUSER

@ Williams has six vertical splitters to divide
the diffuser into different compartments.

This reduces the risk of an area that has

problems with airflow separation negatively
affecting the complete diffuser surface.
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UPWARD TREND

The past three campaigns
have ended with Williams
finishing eighth, seventh
and sixth. While disappointing,
this at least suggests that the
team is working its way back

towards the front. That said, it’s
a big leap from the midfield to
winning races, so even
maintaining that progression with
fifth in the championship would
constitute a success — although
the team is aiming higher.

Williams technical director
Sam Michael: “We have to
progress. We have finished
eighth, seventh and sixth and
have got to finish in the top four
this year. We are fighting for
higher and trying to win, but we
have to look at where we have
come from. It’s hard to pick how
the competitive order will lie, but
if T had to bet on it, I’d say that
Red Bull and McLaren will be
strongest but beyond that it’s
hard to say. The tighter the rules
get, the closer the field gets so
the margins get smaller.”

STABLE PLATFORM
Last year, it was a case

of all change at Williams.
The biggest variation
was the switch from Toyota to
Cosworth engines, and much of
pre-season testing was dedicated
to proving an engine that had not
been in F1 since ’06 and working
on areas that most teams took for
granted. This year, there are no
such diversions.

Michael: “Going into the second

Cosworth deal enters year two

year with Cosworth makes a big
difference to car packaging and
means that you can refine things a
lot more. You don’t have to spend
a lot of time and resources on new
designs. Also, with double
diffusers banned as far back as
December ’09 allowed us to
trigger our aero programme early.
That defined the mechanical side
of the rear end. The earlier you
can do that, the better, especially
if you have limited resources.”

SCRATCHING THAT
SEVEN-YEAR ITCH

A total of 108 races have passed since Juan Pablo Montoya claimed Williams’s most
recent win in the 2004 Brazilian Grand Prix. Although it might be asking too much
for the team to win again in 2011, here are seven reasons why the famous team

can be confident of taking a step forward this year. By EDD STRAW

REUTERS .-.) ﬁRBS > e

L

COSWORTH STEP
FORWARD

Despite the engine freeze,
there are things that can
be done to extract a little more
performance out of the engine
package and Cosworth will have
taken on board everything learned
last year to squeeze the last few
per cent out of its 2.4-litre V8
unit. But is it a potentially
race-winning engine?

Michael: “You will know that
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_ Gearratiosimproved since 2010

when it’s done it! They have done
a good job on the engine and
worked away on what they are
allowed to over the winter on
things like fuel and oil
development. It’s a strong engine.
Some characteristics are inherent,
but others are changeable. We will
now have a much better-defined
set of gear ratios [which should
cast last year’s poor starts to
memory] because you are only
allowed to homologate 30 ratios.”

RESOURCE
RESTRICTION

As the resource-restriction
agreement forces teams to
tighten their belts, proportionally
Williams should be in a stronger
position compared with F1’s giant
teams. Although the company has
cut staff from around 520 to 470,
there are no doubts that it has
the resources to compete.

Michael: “We did have to let people
go, but I think a lot of the teams
did as well to come down to
reasonable levels in line with the
RRA. We have the resources — we
have still got two windtunnels and
a CFD capacity as big as anyone
else’s. We’ve never had small
CFD, because everything has to

go through that before you put

it in a tunnel.”

gt
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FW33 was unveiled
ininterim livery

THOMSON
REUTERS

WILLIAMS

THE RUBENS
FACTOR

‘With over 300
grands prix under

his belt, Rubens Barrichello

is the most experienced F1

driver in history. He brings

with him a wealth of data
gleaning through 18

campaigns, which will prove

invaluable as Williams
works to get to grips with
the changes for 2011 in

strictly limited pre-season

running. Last year, the
Brazilian played a key role
in allowing the team to

produce cars that worked
well on-track as well as

in the windtunnel.
Michael: “There are new
regulations, not to mention
the new Pirelli tyres, so
there are bound to be a lot
of tweaks needed to make
the car faster. To have
someone of Rubens’s
experience in the car while
you go through that process
is invaluable. He is very
strong on feedback and

we didn’t want to have

two inexperienced drivers
in the car.”

Barrichello ‘invaluable’ to team

KERS GAMBLE

Williams is set to be the

only team to introduce a

KERS system that has no
track record this year, as even Red
Bull’s hybrid technology has some

various operational considerations
but we have done as much as we
can on the dynos at Williams.
Some of the teams are just
unboxing a proven package, but
ultimately as long as ours works,

Barrichello drove FW33 first =

GOOD THINGS COME
IN SMALL PACKAGES
Rear-end packaging,
specifically the diffuser
and gearbox, is a key F1 design
challenge in 2011. Williams has
produced a very small gearbox that
should allow it to optimise the
downforce and mechanical spec.
Michael: “The gearbox is
significantly different. It’s the

smallest Williams has ever made,
but the internals are similar
because they are more or less set
by the rule book. It can be seen as
quite extreme, but its physical
geometry allows you to get the
aero right on the car with minimal
mechanical risk. We’re running
pullrod rear suspension — an easy
decision to make after the double
diffuser has gone.”

input from Renault. Although this
can be seen as risky, provided the
package works as expected it will
ensure that Williams isn’t at a
major disadvantage compared
with the teams around it, all of
which will run the system.
Michael: “In terms of packaging,
all of ours is in the survival cell
underneath the driver/fuel tank.
We didn’t want anything in the
sidepods because that would
reduce the size of the undercut
and that’s very powerful
aerodynamically. It’s a better
system and Valencia is the first
time that we have been in the field
with it. 'm sure that there will be

there will be no disadvantage.”

Williams shunned
KERS in2009
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TORO ROSSO STRé

Toro needs to grow horns

[t started as a Red Bull ‘B” team, but now Toro Rosso is set up to design and build
its own car - its destiny is in its own hands. No doubt it will continue to show Red
Bull’s influence, as that has been its schooling, but now Toro Rosso has to stand
up and be counted in its own right. GARY ANDERSON assesses the STR6

FRONT WING AND NOSE

@ The three-element main wing features quite a change of cord length through the
flap sections, because the flaps themselves twist. This is primarily to produce the
front downforce required, but it also minimises the disturbance to the airflow passing
between the front wheels to the underfloor. The front-wing endplates consist of
multiple vertical turning vanes to help turn this airflow around the outside of the front
tyre. As a package, this and the height of the nose are not too different from 2010.

FRONT SUSPENSION

@ The Toro Rosso has a conventional top and bottom wishbone,
with a pushrod-operated inboard support system. The steering
trackrod is a small cross-section independent link, and the
wishbones are profiled to assist with controlling the wake
coming off the trailing edge of the front wing and help

realign it to improve the performance of the underfloor.
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COMPARISON

@ It has taken a redesign to enable Toro Rosso to comply with
all the regulation changes and to cater for using a KERS package.

I am sure there are some other development changes, but they
are difficult to see from the outside. Toro Rosso is a small team,
but it needs to be careful as the three new teams from last year
are not going to be standing still.
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ROLLOVER BAR

@ The undercut above the driver’s helmet reduces the
turbulence created in the airbox-intake area, giving
the engine more-consistent airflow. The two vertical
supports are part of the rollover-bar requirement -
this section is tested, and must support a load of
something in the region of 13 tonnes.

.7 ¢
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. Buemi hasto stay
ahead of Alguersuari

GILHAM/GETTY

REAR WING

@ The rear wing fitted on the car for the launch does not
cater for the adjustable flap system, and is probably a
2010 unit. A short slot gap can be seen in the centre
section of the flap, turning this section into a three-element
SIDEPODS wing. This is allowed, as the middle 150mm is a free

area to allow for centre-post wing mounts.

@ The sidepods are fairly bulbous-looking, with large-blend radii
and a very heavily-undercut leading edge. This sweeps through
where it connects to the floor, allowing the airflow to be pulled

through by the low pressure in the coke-bottle area. These
large radii allow the airflow that is on the top of the sidepods
to blend with the flow on the sides, creating less vortex
generation as the flow heads through inside the rear tyre

to the underside of the rear wing.
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LOTUS T128
Green, lean and mean?

After last year’s rush, Lotus has everything in place this time around, so we can
finally judge where the team is going. It has the 2010-championship winning
Renault engine and Red Bull transmission package, but does this pedigree
carry over to the quality of the rest of the car? GARY ANDERSON weighs it up

REAR SUSPENSION

@ With the transmission package from Fa 4sw ‘

last year’s Red Bull, Lotus will obviously

have a pullrod system, and the rear

suspension geometry will very likely be

influenced by - if not identical to - what RE NAULT
Red Bull ran last year. This transmission #

package will probably incorporate the —
complete hydraulic system. On one hand

this is a good thing, but on the other

it took Red Bull many revisions of its

internal systems to make the hydraulic

system reliable. Is Lotus up to that?

SIDEPODS

@ The sidepod profile and detail is much-improved over Lotus’s
boxy 2010 version. The airflow over the leading edge of the new
sidepod and the area that can create lift has been detailed a lot
better, so in general this is a positive development.

FRONT WING, ENDPLATE AND NOSE

@ As with many other 2011 cars, the Lotus has a high nose and a
three-element front wing. But the wing elements themselves are

a little confusing. The main plane of the wing is quite a long cord,
which means that when the inevitable airflow separation takes
place, it will affect a bigger percentage of the front grip. This will
make the car look better in the windtunnel as far as pitch sensitivity
is concerned, but it is only created by having less overall downforce
- which is not an ideal situation. The transition between the
mandatory FIA-defined profile and the outer section of the wing
looks a bit clunky too. The airflow off this section needs to be as
tidy as possible to avoid creating turbulence, and I suspect that
this area may negatively affect the performance of the underfloor.
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ROLLOVER-BAR AREA

@ The rollover-bar area is a bit
confusing, as I was led to believe that
the teams and the FIA had changed
the regulations to outlaw the use of

a fin as a rollover bar (as Mercedes
did last year). This was because of the
risk of a car landing upside down in a
gravel trap and the ‘fin’ burying itself.
The Lotus appears to incorporate

that style of design, so we will have
to wait and see if there has been

a gentlemen’s agreement or a

defined regulation change.

FRONT SUSPENSION

@ The pushrod is operated from the upright with
extremely acute angles on the wishbone assembly
where it rises to the chassis. Having the suspension
links angled this acutely is done for aerodynamic
reasons, as it increases the height of the chassis and
allows more airflow underneath the car. But like
everything it is a compromise, and I think this

may be a compromise too far. When you have a
suspension geometry like this going over a bump, the
contact patch has to move outwards, which it doesn’t
like doing. You then tend to have to run the front of
the car much stiffer, making the tyre do all of the
suspension work. This is never a good position to

be in as a race engineer, as it is often impossible

to find a set-up that will improve your lap time.

COMPARISON

@ The Lotus looks like a step forward from last year. Having the
Renault engine and the Red Bull transmission package should be a big
help, but I’'m not sure it is a big enough step forward aerodynamically
to allow the team to join the midfield on a consistent basis.
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BIG LEAP FORWARD?

The Lotus position

AUTOSPORT caught up with Team Lotus chief technical officer Mike Gascoyne
and drivers Heikki Kovalainen and Jarno Trulli ahead of the Norfolk
team’s second season in Formula 1. By EDD STRAW

HEIKKI KOVALAINEN
Driver

Driver

MIKE GASCOYNE
Technical chief

AUTOSPORT: This time last
year, you knew you were facing
a year at the back. How do
things compare now?

Jarno Trulli: It’s very different.
Last year, everything was being
done outside the factory [the car
was built by various different
companies], but now we have

a real F1 factory building the car.
Heikki Kovalainen: It’s like night
and day. This is a proper race
team now. I saw the potential
immediately when I joined

and it has all gone to plan.

Mike Gascoyne: Last year’s car
was a last-minute thing, a means
to an end. Tenth place was all that
we could hope for and the idea
was to be reliable, get 10th place
in the bag and then get on with
designing a much better car for
this year. There is no carry-over
and this is the basis for our cars
for the next few years.

AUTOSPORT: So what are your
expectations for this year?

HK: We aim to be consistently in
the midfield and fighting for points.
MG: We’ve targeted seventh or
eighth in the championship, so
we want to beat one or two of

the established teams. We want to
join the group of small privateers
with Sauber, Toro Rosso and
Force India. But for us it’s not
where we start — it’s where we
finish. If we could start among
that group, we want to end

the season racing against
Williams and Renault.

JT: The package we have,

with the Renault engine, Red

Bull gearbox and hydraulics,

is a great step forward. And the
chassis is much lighter and
stronger. Look at the aero —

it’s a proper F1 car so we

aim to be fighting for points.

MG: We have a very modern,
contemporary F1 car. It’s cutting-
edge, which is maybe a bigger risk
for us than it is for others. We’ve
done what all of the major teams
will be doing and taken all the
risks that we think are acceptable.
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AUTOSPORT: To get into that
pack, you need to gain 1.5 to 2.0
seconds relative to last year.

Is it realistic to expect such

a big jump forward?

JT: Look at the car. You can’t even
compare it with last year’s. We can
fight in the midfield rather than
being two seconds off. We’re not
here to fight with Hispania and
Virgin. We don’t know where we
are at the moment, but I go into
the season with a lot of confidence.
HK: Tony Fernandes [the team
principal] always says that we
should aim for that 10 per cent
extral We can do it. It’s realistic

to join the midfield group.

MG: If you compare us to Force
India, Sauber and Toro Rosso,
resource-wise we are very much on
a par. The bottom line is that last
year’s car — the chassis, rollhoop,
nose-box and crash structures

— were designed before the car saw
a windtunnel. We had to go for
best-guess and that limited what
we did downstream. We have much
more data this time. Also, the rule
changes help. When we came in, we
were shooting at an established set
of aero regs, and if others have been
doing it for two years you can’t

be on their level. Banning double
diffusers levels the playing field.

In every area, this car is so much
better optimised than last year’s.

AUTOSPORT: All of the midfield
teams have KERS, but Team
Lotus doesn’t. How big a
disadvantage is that?

HK: I'd like to have KERS in

the car, because with the weight
distribution regulated and the
higher weight limit, we would
ideally have it for a racing situation
especially. But I'm not too
concerned about it. We just

need to put more effort into

the aerodynamic performance.
MG: Theoretically, the power is
worth, say, three-tenths. But if the
centre of gravity is higher and the
brake bias isn’t right [because of
running KERS], you could lose a
few tenths. The big concern is the

start, where you can lose three or
four places on the run to the first
corner [without KERS].

JT: I’'m not worried about that for a
flying lap. But I remember in 20009,
when I didn’t have KERS at Toyota,
it was a disadvantage at the start and
for overtaking. But if we have a quick
car, we can fight the KERS cars.

AUTOSPORT: Is the driver line-
up right or were you tempted to
bring in a young, hungry rookie?
MG: We brought two race-winning
drivers onboard, knowing it was
going to be a struggle at the back
in the first year. We signed them
looking long-term. To move up
and compete at the top level you
need experienced drivers at the
top of their game.

JT: It’s not the money that pushes
me to stay here — it’s the passion
for racing. I'm fired up to get back
into the midfield, and getting the
best out of a car makes me feel
good. The car is like a new baby and
really motivates you. It’s the same
feeling as the first day at school!
Even last year, every time I got

in the car I was hoping that I
could score a point.

HK: As long as I feel that the team
is on the right track, it’s easy to
motivate myself and keep pushing.
Last year I got more out of myself
and the team than I had been able
to previously. I want to continue
that trend, and consistently
perform at the maximum level.

AUTOSPORT: If you’re able to run
in the midfield, do you have the
operational depth to fight with
those other teams?

MG: Yes. In the second half of last
year we made massive gains. We
put a lot of effort into training for
pitstops and we’re confident we’re
now a good F1 outfit. You are only a
new team once and that was us last
year. Now we are just a Formula 1
team and we have to compete. &

P34
THE ‘OTHER’ LOTUS!
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RENAULT

RENAULT R31
Renault ready with risky racer

Renault has marked the start of its tie-up with Group Lotus by producing a car
that would bring a smile to Colin Chapman’s face. As GARY ANDERSON explains,
it’s risky and innovative and right up there with the best we've seen so far

@ The rear-wing endplates have the
traditional louvers and trimmed off rear
upper corner. Both of these reduce drag,
helping the efficiency of the rear wing
assembly. The rear wing itself is, by
regulation, a two-element component
and I would imagine the top-mounted
vertical fin houses the mechanism that
adjusts the rear-flap slot gap.

REAR SUSPENSION

@ Ferrari and Sauber have gone down the
conventional route of pushrod rear suspension and
I am sure a few other teams will follow them, but

I still believe that pullrod is the way to go, and so
does Renault. It lowers the centre of gravity of the
complete inboard suspension package and it also
eliminates the aerodynamic blockage created by
these components. With the regulations so tightly
controlled you are looking for every little detail

to give you that small advantage.

DIFFUSER AND GEARBOX

@ It’s difficult to comment on the transmission other than to say it will be
compact to allow it to be very tightly enclosed in bodywork. The diffuser itself

is the maximum exit area allowed by the regulations. The large gurney flap that
goes around the trailing edge helps with the airflow extraction. There are three
splitters each side - the centre two are down to the reference plane that, other
than the 10mm plank that’s underneath the car is the lowest surface of the under
floor. The outer twin splitters are to the step plane, which is 50mm up from the
reference plane. These splitters help to divide the diffuser surface in different
compartments, controlling and expanding the airflow in each area to optimise
the negative pressure over the complete surface.
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SIDEPODS

@ The sidepods have the traditional leading-edge undercut and the rear coke
bottle section is dramatically swept both inwards and downwards. This is to
maximise the air flow that goes inside the rear wheel, which helps reduce the
overall drag of the car by not displacing as much airflow around the outside
of the tyre. It also helps the efficiency of the diffuser and lower beam wing.

@ The interesting thing to note about the exhausts is where they exit the car.
It’s thought that Renault has diverted the exits into the front of the sidepods in
a bold bid to make use of the waste airflow coming out of the pipes for increased
downforce around the floor and undercut sidepod areas.

FRONT SUSPENSION

@ The front suspension is fairly conventional with an upper and
lower wishbone and pushrod-operated inboard support system.
Renault has retained the lower track rod position in line with the
forward leg of the lower wishbone. This is better at controlling
the wake coming off the trailing edge of the front wing and
realigning it to help the leading edge of the under floor. The
centre of gravity of the steering rack is also lower.

F1 LAUNCH
RENAULT R31

FRONT WING AND NOSE

@ There’s not such a dramatic nose or
forward chassis section height as we have
seen on some of the other cars. The
compromises with moving this higher to get
adequate air flow under the chassis is that it
can compromise the driver’s eye line when
trying to place the car into a corner, and it

EXH AU STS also raises the centre of gravity. The three

main-element front wing and multiple
vertical-finned endplates are well integrated
and, to say the least, fairly complicated.
Renault had a good handle on this area in
2010 so I’'m sure that trend will continue.

COMPARISON

@ Renault’s starting point for testing last year required a lot of
development and it managed to do that and be very competitive
as the year went on. If it can continue with the same development
rate as last year and add it to this impressive launch package it
could be in for a very good season.
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Renault aims at top-three

DUNBAR/LAT

_ Kubicaand Petrov

unveil the R31

finish with brave new car

RENAULT’S TARGETIS to
re-establishitself as one of Formula
I'stopthreeteamsafter unveilingits
innovative R31, which featuresa
unique exhaust system thatemerges
fromthe front of the sidepods.

The Lotus-backed team has not
beenamongF1'stop three points-
scoringteams since Fernando Alonso
ledittothe second of its back-to-
backtitlesin 2006, and it haswon
only twiceinthe past71races. But
technicaldirectorJames Allison
believesthatitis realisticto go
for “third or upwards” with team
principal Eric Boullier optimistic
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the carcanwinningraces.
“Asuccessful season would be to

have more podiumsanda couple of

wins,” Boullier told AUTOSPORT.

“That would be a major step forward.

It’stoo early to know which target
exactly we must set, but we know
thatour caris much better on paper
than last year’s, so we can expect to
be more competitive.

“James has definitely taken
some brave technicaldirections
thatare not common. We will
improve our developmentrate
compared with last year.”

Theinnovative exhaust layout,

Boullier is optimistic
his team can win races

whichis believed to use the airflow
leaving the pipestofeedintothe
floor/undercut sidepodstoincrease
downforceisawaytoapply the
blown diffuser concept to maximum
effect now that single diffusersare
mandated. As AUTOSPORT closed
for press, Renault had not competed
enoughrunningtobesure of the
efficacy of the system, although the
teamis believed to be cautiously
optimistic. Robert Kubica told
AUTOSPORT that he thought the
systemwas “quite clever, but we
have toseeifitworks” and there
are suggestions of concerns about
whether the exhaust gases could
beinhaled by thedriver.

The level of detailonthe R31is
proofthattheteamhasbeenableto
putgreaterresources intoits launch
carthaninrecentseasons. Allisonis
confidentthat the team hasits best
starting pointinsomeyears.

“We consciously set outto put the
amount of timeinto this car that it
merited,” Allison told AUTOSPORT.
“We started thinkingaboutitin
2009 and started actively doing
stuffinJanuary2010andhada
programme with stuff happeningall
through lastyear. It certainly hasn’t
beenshort-changed on effort so,
with luck, we will be rewarded for
whatwe have done.”

fter three seasons of treading water,
A last year Renault appeared to get back

on track. There was still a deficit to the
front, but the development of the car and
its occasional terrorising of the bigger
teams were a timely reminder that this was
still much the same outfit that had secured
consecutive world titles just a few years ago.
But impressive though the development
of last year’s car was, the basic machine at
the core of the team’s season was fairly
ordinary. It was conceived in the team’s
old windtunnel whereas the new R31 comes
from a facility that was massively upgraded
in November of ’09. Tech boss James
Allison reckons the quality of data from
this tunnel is hugely better than that in
which the R30 was created.

Aesthetically it’s certainly a huge

improvement. Tt isn’t just the JPS’ (shh,

“Aesthetically, the R31
is a huge improvement”

did T write that out loud?) livery that makes
it look so svelte. Committing fully to the
Red Bull-like pullrod rear suspension

has enabled a shape with a dramatically
swept-down rear end and that is surely
potential aerodynamic gold dust. If the car
goes as well as it looks, Robert Kubica will
put it in places that bring back memories of
the team’s golden years. However, while the
technical direction has looked increasingly
sure-footed, and Eric Boullier is quietly
effective as team principal, there remain
doubts about the financial aspects. Group
Lotus is effectively buying into the team,
but that entity has itself been loss-making.

LOTUS CARSINF1

o - \

LAT

LOTUS CARS’ backing of the Renault team for
2011 is not the first time the firm has been

an F1 ‘sponsor’. Lotus Cars branding adorned
the 1991 Lotus-Judd 102B of Mika Hakkinen,
seen here in the United States GP at Phoenix
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NAME
Robert Kubica
DATE OF BIRTH

December 7 1984
BIRTH PLACE
Krakow, Poland
2010
F1 (Renault, 8th)
2009
F1 (BMW Sauber, 14th)
2008
F1 (BMW Sauber,
4th, 1 win)

2007

F1 (BMW Sauber, 6th)

2006

F1 (BMW Sauber, 16th)
2005
Formula Renault 3.5
(champion, 4 wins);
2nd in Macau F3 GP
2004
F3 Euro Series (7th)

2003

F3 Euro Series
(12th, 1 win)
2002
Italian FRenault 2.0
(2nd, 4 wins)
2001
Italian FRenault 2.0
(13th)

SPECIAL

ROBERT KUBICA

Opinion Pole

Robert Kubica heads into 2011 hoping that the new Renault R31 will finally give him
the chance to emerge as a regular race winner. EDD STRAW caught up with him in
Valencia to get his thoughts on his career, the coming season and the one that got away

You are regarded as one of the best
drivers, if not the best, in F1, yet
you have won only once in 76
races. How frustrating is that?

You can be frustrated, but I’'m
fortunate to have been in the
position even to win one race. I
could have been in a better position,
but I could also be stuck at home or
in cars that weren’t even able to do
what I have done. Everybody in the
paddock — Fernando Alonso, Lewis
Hamilton, Michael Schumacher —
would like to win more races. I'm
not frustrated, but if one day I can
win races and the championship I
must ensure that I'm ready to do it.

For the next two years, at least,
your chances of doing that

depend on Renault. Are you
confident that the team can

make that step?

I’ve only been with this team for 12
months and the team itself is only

a year old, because the old Renault
that was winning championships
doesn’t exist anymore. The technical
side is similar, but the management
and owners have changed. It’s not
easy to fight against Ferrari or Red
Bull. We made a lot of progress last
year, but the last step is the most
difficult. It’s like driving; if you are
a second off, finding half a second is
easy. It’s the last tenth or two that
is really difficult. We have to see
how the car works.

You are regarded as being in F1
purely to drive rather than to enjoy
the other benefits it brings. Is that
enjoyment still there?

It’s a different kind of enjoyment.
In the first year, you get excited

at every little thing because it’s

all new. I don’t get the same
excitement driving in testing this
week as I did in my first real test.
But I'm enjoying the work we are
doing to improve and seeing the
progress. Results are the most
enjoyable thing, but without that
there are still things that give you
satisfaction. What is important is
that your work isn’t for nothing,
that you make progress.

F1 IéAl.lNCH

OBERT KUBICA

Kubica guarded on 2011

Did BMW throw away title?

And you see that progress
at Renault?
Yes. Last year we had some good

races at the beginning of the season.

From where we started, that was
very good. In the second half of the
season, expectations raised very
quickly and people suggested we
were going to win races or be on
the podium. We were not ready.

So is there anything stopping
Renault achieving its target of
winning races this year?

Yes — all of those other teams!
There are five or six targeting
wins and, when you target wins,
it means you are in a position to
target the title. It’s tough, but
we’re definitely starting from

a better level. But even though
the rules have changed, Red Bull
still comes into the season from
a higher level after last year. 'm
not going to target winning races,

“2008 was
disappointing.
People here give

and at least try”

even though I would like to. The
target is to close the gap. Five years
ago I'd tell you ‘T hope we win’but
in the last few years, for positive
or negative reasons, F1 has

always surprised me.

It’s well-known that you feel
BMW should have pushed harder
to win the championship in 2008
after your win in the Canadian
Grand Prix. If the Renault can
win races, is the mindset there

to push for the title?

Definitely, yes. That’s the
difference. I consider 2008 to be
one of the greatest years of my
career, but at the same time one

of the most disappointing. People
here give the maximum and at
least try. In the end, if you try your
best, give the maximum and don’t
achieve it, then you are still fine
with yourself. If you know that you
haven’t even tried, you feel bad. &
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SAUBER C30 REAR SUSPENSION

@ This is conventional in that it is
pushrod-operated top and bottom

o
’ wishbone. But we can see the rocker
I assembly, and what is probably the
® third spring is very well forward on

top of the gearbox. That minimises
the airflow blockage that this creates
to the rear-wing assembly.

Sauber’s 2011 contender is the first car overseen
by James Key, who became the team’s technical
director in the middle of last season. Key’s old
boss GARY ANDERSON reckons he made a

real difference in the second half of the 2010

@ Nothing too dramatic in this area. It has a
conventional two-piece wing, which is what the
regulations call for, and I would imagine that during
pre-season testing we will see many variations on this
assembly to maximise the use of the driver-operated,
drag-reducing 50mm slot gap.
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COMPARISON

@ I think the Sauber is a neat and tidy aggressive package. It is always \
difficult to judge a car from just looking at the outer detail, but I think
what it has created here is a good step forward from last year. And, as
we know, give Kamui Kobayashi the chance and he will wring its neck.

SIDEPODS

@ The sidepods have a very dramatic leading edge undercut and
a rectangular radiator inlet. But I feel that the low-pressure area
at the rear of the sidepod needs to be connected more through
the vertical part of the sidepod to the high-pressure area in this
leading-edge undercut. That would get the consistency of airflow
from the front of the car to the rear.
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F1 LAUNCH
SAUBER C30

ROLLOVER BAR

@ The rollover bar and airbox-intake area follows
the trends set by McLaren in previous seasons. It
is very heavily undercut, with four vertical legs
supporting the rollover structure. There are two
reasons for this: it helps separate the airflow
coming off the top of the driver’s helmet, which
minimises the influence that any turbulence
would have on the airflow into the engine air
intake. Secondly, sizing the air intake is always
difficult: if it’s too small, then at low speed and
high engine rpm with full throttle the engine will
struggle to get the airflow it requires to maximise
its torque; if it’s too big, the turbulence created
by the airflow spillage around the sides of the air
intake at high speed will affect the efficiency of
the rear wing. What Sauber has done here
manages this problem as best possible.

FRONT WING AND NOSE

-
|

O\ T TEONLA @ The C30 incorporates the seemingly-customary high nose

g and chassis front, allowing more airflow between the wheels
to the leading edge of the underfloor. It also reduces the
blockage behind the front wing, allowing the wing to work more
efficiently. The front wing comprises a three-element main wing.
The outer section of these three elements, the main plane has a
much shorter cord than the inboard section. This is to manage
the separation problems that are created where the front wing
meets the endplates. This airflow separation is inevitable with
the wing so low to the ground, especially under braking and
roll on corner entry. The endplates are fairly conventional,
turning the airflow around the front tyre.

FRONT SUSPENSION

@ The front suspension is a double wishbone with a pushrod-
operated inboard rocker. Compared to the Ferrari, the front-
suspension geometry looks more conventional in that the upper
and lower wishbone do not look as acutely angled between the
upright and the chassis. Being more conventional in this area
should bring dividends in optimising the tyre-contact patch on
bumpy tracks and over kerbs. The front-steering trackrod is in
line with the top wishbone, meaning that there is minimum
blockage between the inner side of the wheels and the chassis.
The twin front-brake ducts either side of the lower wishbone
mean that the lower-front wishbone is very high, and the only

i compromise with this is stiffness against weight.




SPECIAL

FERRARI F150

Maranello’s must-win motor

The Ferrari F150 was the first of the 2011 cars to be revealed and, according to GARY
ANDERSON, it must win - otherwise the Italian population will hang Ferrari out to dry

b=

DIFFUSER PACKAGE

@ Ferrari has kept the rear of its car very hush hush. It’s well
enclosed within the bodywork and the diffuser itself simply
maximises the size allowed within the regulations. It has twin
splitters, with the inner one down to the reference plane and the
outer one down to the step plane. It will be interesting to see if
the interpretations of the diffuser regulation throughout the grid
are as basic as Ferrari’s.

REAR SUSPENSION

@ Ferrari surprised everyone by going for a pushrod-operated rear

suspension package as opposed to the anticipated pullrod version.

It has moved the complete inboard suspension components forward
REAR WING about 15cm. This will reduce the aerodynamic blockage created by
the more conventional location used last year, but will do nothing
for lowering the centre of gravity. The loads on the linkage system
will have increased because of the acute angles involved.

@ With the new regulations allowing the drivers to open the slot gap
between the two elements of the rear wing to 50mm to aid overtaking,
Ferrari’s is a conventional component. The cord length of the rear flap
is reasonably short, which means that the cord length of the main plane
is still quite long. This means that when the slot gap is open, the drag
reduction will not be as great as it would be if the rear flap had a longer
cord with a shorter-cord main plane. There will be many development
versions during the year as teams work on this concept.



IN COMPARISON Alonso and Massa pull

the covers of the F'150
@ Compared with the 2010 car, which was quick at some tracks up
against the Red Bull (which was competitive everywhere), I don’t see
a major step forward. It’s a nice, neat, tidy package and its success
will depend on the developments, which will come thick and fast.

SIDEPODS

@ The leading edge of the sidepod features the now-customary undercut, but it’s
really just the leading edge corner and it does not go along the length of the sidepod
where it joins the floor. This is because of the packaging of the radiator with the
large-capacity fuel tank and the KERS system which, because of its weight, has its
battery pack and the majority of its components mounted underneath the fuel tank.
This is a packaging detail, but aerodynamically continuing this undercut through to
the ‘coke bottle’ at the rear of the sidepods helps the performance of the floor. So
with this compromise, a small amount of aero performance has been sacrificed.

FRONT SUSPENSION

@ This is a conventional design, with a top and bottom
wishbone and a pushrod-operated spring and damper unit.

The higher chassis does mean that the wishbones are now at a
very acute angle from the upright to the chassis. This is all okay,
but on a bumpy track or over kerbs it can influence the stability
of tyre grip and make the car very inconsistent.

F1 LAUNCH
FERRARI F150

NOSE/FRONT WING

@ The front wing on the launch car is the same one
Ferrari finished the 2010 season with, but that is
unlikely to appear on track at all in the tests. The
area requiring the most work will be the integration
between the wing elements and the endplates as
these need to work together as one rather than as
separate components. Ferrari has adopted a higher
nose this year, which will give greater airflow
through the area between the front wheels and the
bottom of the chassis. This allows the barge boards
to work more efficiently and optimises the airflow to
the leading edge of the floor. This was very
important last year, but I'm not sure it’s as important
this year with the reduced performance of the single
diffuser compared with the banned double diffuser.

P44 No time for
excuses at Ferrari




FERRARI ROYALTY
RAMPS UP
THE PRESSURE

The lessons from last year have been learned. And now the Scuderia’s top brass
are expecting a title — from Alonso, of course. By MARK GLENDENNING
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s you’d expect

of a man

increasingly

linked to

a move

into politics,

Luca di

Montezemolo
knows how to make a point.

With the covers freshly pulled
from the new F150, Ferrari chief
designer Nick Tombazis was
midway through answering a
question from the media about the
packaging around the rear of the
car when di Montezemolo, whose
own press conference had ended
half an hour earlier, re-entered the
room and grabbed a microphone.

“Excuse me!” he announced.
“Luca di Montezemolo, from
Ferrari magazine. Do you think
your car will be the best one this
year? This is the target that your
president set you. Why are you so
confident that this will happen?”

The interruption triggered a
few chuckles, as was intended,
but it was equally efficient at
sending a message. All Formula 1
teams start a new season hoping
for good results, but this time
Ferrari is demanding it.

REBOUNDING FROM 2010

Ferrari starts the new season still
smarting from the wounds of last
year, when a valiant push over the
second half of the campaign was
derailed by a bad call from the
pitwall at the Abu Dhabi finale that
ultimately allowed Sebastian Vettel
to slip away with a championship
that had hitherto seemed destined
for Fernando Alonso.

Team principal Stefano
Domenicali has since admitted that
in the immediate aftermath of Abu
Dhabi he’d considered resigning.
While he might have stopped short
of falling on his sword on that
occasion, he is fully aware of the

Alonso is the apple of
di Montezemolo’s eye

(I

FERRARI

Alonso takes the F150
foraspinat Fiorano

expectations this time around.

“The F150 was created with a
very simple aim,” he says. “And it
is so simple, I don’t want to say
it. We just have to achieve it.”

The winter break has brought
about a softening in the team’s
assessment of Yas Marina, with
blame for 2010’s failures now being
attributed to a string of cheaply-
squandered points in the opening
races (see panel, p51). Preventing
arepeat is an obvious priority.

“Last year we paid the price for
not having gained points at the
start of the season,” Domenicali
says. “We have to start well. Of
course you have opportunities
to recover, but the more points
you can get [early], the better.”

Although Domenicali remains at
his post, there have been other
changes behind the scenes. Chris
Dyer was removed from his role as
head of race-track engineering in

FERRARI’S TUNNEL VISION

AS THE FERRARI F150 was
revealed to the world in the
shadow of the team’s Maranello
wind-tunnel, it seemed slightly
incongruous that one of the
minor subplots of the day was
the news that the team has also
been using Toyota’s facility.
Under the terms of the
resource-restriction agreement,
teams can opt for larger budgets |
if they outsource some of the
work, and Ferrari technical
director Aldo Costa explained
that the Scuderia had decided
that doubling up on wind-tunnel
time offered better returns than
other alternatives such as CFD.
“There are some FOTA restrictions in
terms of expense, which is the cost for
the framework, the number of people in
the team, the number of hours spent in
the wind-tunnel, and the power of the
server for CFD,” he said. “The last two

the aftermath of Abu Dhabi, but
will remain with the team in a
still-undefined factory position.
His place at the track will be filled
by deputy technical director Pat
Fry, who joined from McLaren

last year. The team also recruited
ex-McLaren and Red Bull man

Neil Martin, who will head the new
Operations Research department.

TWO HAPPY DRIVERS

One of the keys to a strong start

will be getting the most out of

the drivers. Felipe Massa is

acutely aware that he cannot afford

another season like 2010, and

di Montezemolo says that getting

the most out of the Brazilian is

critical to the team’s hopes of

winning the constructors’ title.
“We have reorganised the

individual teams of both drivers,

and this has been done at the same

level, hoping that Massa can »

IN TOYOTA’S ‘BLOW DE COLOGNE’

tunnelin Maranello

are connected. We decided to focus a
little bit more on the work of the wind-
tunnel, and one was not enough - we
needed one and a little bit more.”
Team principal Stefano Domenicali
said that work in Toyota’s state-of-the-
art tunnel in Cologne was scheduled
to conclude at the end of this week.
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Alonso getsin his
sighter lapsin F150 —

—imk

< perform well at the beginning
and bring us those points that
we missed for the constructors’
championship,” he says.

According to Massa, team
orders is not an issue.

“I do have a guarantee,” says the
Brazilian. “If one day a team told
me that I don’t have any guarantee
of being able to win a grand prix,

I wouldn’t go to that team.”

For his part, Massa believes that
the key to his return to form will
be the Pirelli tyres.

“From 2009 to 2010, Bridgestone

Massa is free to race Alonso
—if he can match his pace

46 autosport.com February 3 2011

completely changed the front tyres,
and with my driving style it was
hard to get them warmed up,” he
adds. “So far with the Pirellis,

I feel more confident.”

Two-time champion Alonso is
also happier, claiming he expects
to feel more comfortable with both
the car and the people around him.

“There is no doubt that when I
arrived in 2010, I drove a car that
was different to the ones I had
driven in the past,” he says. “In
2011 the car will feel more like
a continuity, and there are some

directions we took in terms of my
driving style. So I expect that this
year’s car will feel more comfortable
and predictable to me.

“And I know the team now,
so that will help. I didn’t know
the names of my mechanics in
Bahrain last year.”

AGGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
While Alonso has been busily
memorising the name of his rear
jack man, the technical side of

the organisation has been charged
with achieving what Tombazis
admits will be a challenging

pace of development.

“We have very clear targets
that our president gave us,” says
Tombazis. “And we have some very
ambitious development objectives
in terms of aerodynamics, car
systems, engine and other things.”

Technical director Aldo Costa
elaborated that the urgency
surrounding the need for a strong
start would be reflected in the
car that rolls out in the season-
opening Bahrain Grand Prix.

“The first race package will be
managed very aggressively,” he says.
“We will leave the aerodynamic
team as much time as possible to
work on that, because it’s important
to have the correct configuration for

Bahrain. There is a lot of effort
behind this, believe me.”

The team has already pushed the
boundaries in some areas of the
launch car, which was described as
being ‘structurally and mechanically’
the car that Ferrari will race with,
leaving room for significant
changes to its aero profile. The
changes will start with the front
wing — a 2010 version was used for
the unveiling. One area of the car
that Costa is most proud of is its
push-rod suspension; a feature,
ironically, that many predicted
Ferrari would abandon.

“We have found a way — which
is not visible on the car right now
— to reduce the volume of the
push-rod suspension in an extreme
way,” he says. “It is far more
compact than the previous one, and
we think we have reached a similar
level of packaging to the others
[using pull-rod suspension].”

KERS ADVANTAGE

A final area where Ferrari hopes to
steal a march on Red Bull and
Mercedes in particular is KERS.
Ferrari, like McLaren, has
experience with the system from
when it ran it 2009, while Red Bull
and Brawn (now Mercedes) fought
for the title that year without it. »




The Vanguards range represents an authentic collection of British vehicles from the Post-War period, right up to the present day. Consisting of Classic, Motorsport and
Police Cars, and also Light Commercial vehicles. Modelled in 1:43 scale, these highly collectable models are presented with a numbered Limited Edition Certificate.

Subaru Legacy RS — 1992 1000 Lakes Rally, Finland, 4th place Ford Merkur XR4Ti — 1985 Trimoco British Saloon Car Championship,
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Challenge

J

Ross Kaiser, the winner of the 2011 Sunoco
Rolex 24 At Daytona Challenge, had a more
than eventful Rolex 24 experience.

The #77 Office Depot Doran Racing team
ran on the lead lap for the first 3 hours.
Unfortunately the team had to withdraw
early Sunday morning due to race accidents
causing terminal damage to their
Ford Dallara Daytona Prototype.

p = ™
The Sunoco Daytona Challenge will = =) L:Y - &
continue for the 2011 season to give racers 3 ama (i 4 j")'/" N
in eligible championships the chance to "R - W FAN. L ¥ -
win a race seat in the 50th anniversary 5 . . . o
osition ass o ime rivers
Rolex 24 At Daytona. Winner DP 01 240058  Pruett/Rojas/Rahal,
S . 2nd bpP 174 +2.42 secs  Dixon/Montoya / Frar
C o mfs’n'aﬁ%ﬁé'h 3rd DP9 +3.05secs  Borcheller /France /B
T gnmen e e Endurance 1st GT 67  +36laps Bertheau / Gaughan /
S 2nd GT 48 +37 laps Miller / Sugden / Selle
3rd GT 40 +40 laps Foster / Dempsey / Es}

For more information and technical advice on Sunoco Race Fuels and the
Sunoco Daytona Challenge please call European and Middle East distributor:
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[AT DAYTONA.

.,avrom: GRAND-AM mnm ER@&

Team
/Hand Chip Ganassi Racing with Felix Sabates
chitti / McMurray Chip Ganassi Racing with Felix Sabates
arbosa / Fittipaldi / Papis Action Express Racing
Henzler / Lally / Pumpelly TRG
rs /Bell Paul Miller Racing
senlaub /Long Dempsey Racing

Anglo American Oil Company Tel +44 (0)1929 551557 - Fax +44 (0)1929 551567
racing@aaoil.co.uk - www.sunoco.co.uk

. Design by Paradisi. Photos by Jakob Ebrey
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stingray

europe's leader in american
motorhome rental & sales ox

724

Stingray RV is Europe’s leader in American motorhome Rental & Sales.
We are dedicated to supplying luxurious American motorhomes to
a varied range of clients for any event, anywhere in Europe.

We are currently taking bookings for all British and European Motorsport events for 201 1.

FOR SALE riNnANCE AVAILABLE

2010 35’ Four Winds Hurricane 34U 2008 36’ Four Winds Magellan
U Shaped Dinette, 3,000 miles, air con. Sleeps 4 in 2 double beds, electric roll out awnings,
Sleeps 6 in 3 double beds. £99,995 onboard generator. £85,000

For more information or to hire a ‘home from home’: visit www.stingray7<l/.com,
call 0870 241 5614 or email simon@stingray7{)/.com

www.stingray .Com
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<« Luca Marmorini, head of Ferrari’s
engine department, reckons that
the work involved in getting an
energy-recovery system to work

in an F1 environment should not

be underestimated.

“KERS is quite a complex
system, not only in technical
terms, but also things like logistic
management and heat-coil
management,” he says. “All of this
is very complicated, and talking
about the details, you cannot
develop it on a desk. I believe
that at the start of the season,
Ferrari and McLaren will have
an advantage over the others.”

Can this duo bringa
constructors’ title?

The sum total of all of
this is a package that, from
di Montezemolo’s point of view at
least, leaves no room for excuses
at the end of the season. Having
laughed off speculation that he was
preparing an attempt to woo world
champion Sebastian Vettel to
Maranello, the 63-year-old takes
one last opportunity to issue a
reminder of his priorities.

“The real problem [this year]
is not who will be the strongest
competitor in terms of drivers, it
is about who has the best car,” he
says. “If we have the best car, then
we are not afraid of any driver.” &

GRAND PRIX EDITOR

Ferrari has decided to continue playing

to its strengths. Having enhanced its
technical/strategic core, it’s simply going to
try again with a tighter version of the same
approach rather than trying to out-Newey
Adrian Newey. While this may leave its fate
partly in the hands of Red Bull, it may also
make it confoundingly difficult to combat
over a long, hard season. Last year Ferrari
was beaten to the championship by the
tiniest of margins considering its average
performance deficit to Red Bull was
a chunky o0.3s or so.

Ferrari has stopped shy of going for the
Red Bull pull-rod rear suspension but has
packaged its push-rod system extremely
tightly. This, it hopes, will give it a big
proportion of the aero advantages of the
pull-rod but without the extreme difficulty
of changing set-up during a race weekend.
Last year Red Bull was effectively unable to
make changes to rear-suspension settings
during a race weekend and just had to
balance the car around what it had
committed to. This would be a very
un-Ferrari way of going racing and the
retention of a push-rod correlates with that,
with in-the-field adaptability preferred to
the no-compromise cutting edge of design.

Felipe Massa is making it clear he is not
accepting a number-two role. But expect
the team to again be Alonso-centric in
its approach and expect Alonso’s form to
make that an easy position to adopt. A
combination of a fine-honed fighting unit,
shored up by greater depth where needed,
and a galvanising force like Alonso to get
behind sounds a formidable combination.

“In-the-field adaptability is
preferred to no-compromise
cutting edge of design”

T he F150 seems to be confirmation that

AUSTRALIA

Alonso is spun around at the
start. Team doesn’t tell
Massa ‘Fernando is faster’.

MALAYSIA
Engine failure forces a DNF
for Alonso, after Ferrari

makes weather gaffe in qually.

CHINA

Alonso throws it all away
by jumping the start. He
recovers well to fourth.

MONACO

Alonso is pacesetter in
practice, but starts from
the back after big accident.

BRITAIN

Drive-through penalty for
illegal Kubica pass ruins
any chance of a good result.
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F1 tech
secrets
revealed

Five F1 technical chiefs give
their impressions of what
impact the key 2011 rule
changes will have on racing

e

JAMES KEY
Sauber

LT - S DO I N e T TSP T RPN

ROSS BRAWN
Mercedes

“It’s the normal process
of extracting the most
out of all the changes”

“I don’t think having
KERS will make a lot of
difference to overtaking”

How big a challenge is it to build
a car to the 2011 regulations
compared with last year’s?

Will the new adjustable rear wing
make the racing more exciting?

Will KERS boost overtaking?

Is there a concern that certain
teams will luck in to a car that
suits the new Pirelli tyres despite
the standard weight distribution?

How will downforce levels at the
start of the season compare with
those at the end of 2010?

What is the likelihood of seeing
unexpected design innovations,
like the f-duct and the double
diffuser, creeping in this season?

It’s nothing out of the ordinary. KERS is re-
introduced, so that’s something we have to
accommodate that we didn’t last year, but otherwise
it’s the normal process of extracting the most out of
all of the changes. It will be interesting to see the
spread of ideas across different cars. Probably the
most difficult challenge is predicting tyre behaviour.

It’s difficult to predict. It
will be very entertaining

if it does. The jury is out,
but it’s an item that you
can use in practice and
qualifying so it’s important
for performance, as well.

It’s tricky because if everyone has it and everyone
presses the button at the same time, then it will be
fairly neutral. We will see how strategies pan out.
The important thing is to gain the performance
benefit without compromising the rest of the car.
For overtaking, it could be handy at the start and
used strategically in a clever way.

We still don’t really know
what the final product
will be. Pirelli has worked
hard to improve the tyre,
but there is a chance it
will suit some cars better
than others.

It’s difficult to say. We’re still in the process of
defining our Bahrain car and I’'m not sure where

we will end up. We will only know when we have
finished that process. But it’s not going to be orders
of magnitude lower and my guess is that lap times
will be pretty similar to what they were last year.

There could be. I don’t think that they will be as
powerful as we’ve been used to. The diffuser, for
example, is very tightly controlled. But there are little
things that can be done and it’s interesting to see how
people have interpreted the rules. It’s possible to do
something with the grey areas and it’s just a question
of whether they are worth the effort.

It’s nothing massive, to
be honest. KERS is not a
change of regs, and the
tyres are not really either.
It’s about getting aero
performance back with
the bodywork changes.

[ think the thing to remember with the adjustable rear
wing is that we have a lot of scope in how we use it. It’s
up to the teams and the FIA how we configure that. It’s
a very adaptable system in that we can allow a lot of
usage or reduce the usage if it becomes too prevalent.
[ think it can potentially make the racing more exciting,
we just have to be careful not to make it too artificial.

I think most top teams having KERS won’t make a lot
of difference to overtaking. It’s an interesting
technical challenge, and adds another element to

F1, and I think it’s quite a relevant technology.
We’re seeing more and more cars with hybrid energy
recovery systems. It’s great to have something that’s
particularly relevant on our race cars.

There’s a definite chance that some teams will hit

the sweet spot early, and others will require some time
to get the tyres to work properly. Where that will start
to reveal itself is in those marginal races in which tyre
temperature is difficult to maintain, or tyre temperature
or wear is extremely high. We could see some teams
coping much better than others.

I think downforce levels are going to be a bit less
than last year. The rule changes have negated all the
winter development, plus a bit more. However I
think by the end of the year the downforce levels
will be getting up to around the same level again.

There is always a possibility.

[ think we’re going to see some
interesting things with exhausts.
This year there will be another
development of the concept that
started in 2010 and which will
be further elaborated in 2011.
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“We must use the rear
wing wisely — from a
sporting point of view”

“We’ll get the same
downforce as 2010 as
the season goes on”

“The weight distribution
ensures everyone is on a
par with tyre sweet spot”

The aero changes are not too difficult to adapt to.
The change to the single diffuser is simple to do,
although being competitive is more difficult! We
stopped development of the 2010 Lotus early and
had plenty of windtunnel time to deal with the rule
changes. I always enjoy big aerodynamic changes
because you have the chance to make your mark.

I have reservations about
the adjustable rear wing,
not in itself, but T am
concerned that we ensure
that we use it wisely from
a sporting point of view
and do not overuse it.

KERS is very tricky because it’s a big and expensive
thing for a small team to implement and we haven’t
been able to do that for the start of the season. I
can’t see it boosting overtaking too much. Everyone
will use simulations to work out the best way to use
it and everyone presses the button at the same time,
meaning you don’t see a difference.

If you didn’t have the weight distribution limits, you’d
see people doing a lot more with that. With the strong
front tyre, you would ideally want to move the weight
forward to look after the rear tyres; you might even
have seen people taking KERS out of the car. That’s
not a problem with the rules as they are, but the tyres
will have changed since the Abu Dhabi test.

I don’t think people will have much less downforce
this year compared with the end of 2010 despite the
double-diffuser ban. You’re probably not going to
see more downforce than last year and some will
maybe have a little less, but the good teams will be
expecting the same level, if not in Bahrain then
certainly by the time of the Barcelona updates.

Who knows? Certainly, if we had something [ wouldn’t
say! It’s good for F1 that there are still these ideas
around, like double diffusers and f-ducts. Personally,

I never understood why f-ducts were deemed legal, but
it at least shows that there is still scope for innovation
in the sport and I'm sure it'll be the same this year.

The double-diffuser ban changes the fundamental
architecture of the car. When people say they’ve
done aggressive cars, that’s what they are talking
about: optimising around the double diffuser. As
the cars become more similar so the performance
differentiators in the chassis become more difficult

to find and it comes down more to drivers and tyres.

I don’t think the advantage gained by the adjustable
rear wing is going to increase overtaking dramatically
because there’s not a big enough drag reduction. It
will give you a little extra, but it won’t make it easy
because you only get it from a second behind. It has
the potential to make it easy, but it will be used so that
it gives you just enough to pass in a marginal case.

In 2009 drivers used it in small bursts in several
places, but if they were looking to overtake, they
would save it up. You’re going to need your whole
6.6 seconds in one burst to have a chance. I’'m not
sure it will make much difference to overtaking.
Maybe if you have two big straights you can dummy
someone and make the car ahead use his KERS.

[ don’t think there will be a problem as the range is
quite tight. It will be all about the teams and drivers
understanding the tyres. You have first-order parts
of suspension geometry like camber change and
rollcentre that will have an influence and will vary
between teams, but even those parameters aren’t
so different anymore.

I think it will be pretty
similar. Whether it will be
all there at Bahrain I'm
not sure, but you’re going
to get the same levels as
2010 as the season goes
on. That’s how F1 works.

[ don’t think you’ll see anything clever on the diffuser
itself because there were some loopholes that have
been closed off. The f-duct itself isn’t banned, just the
way that they were done with the driver operating it

and using slots in the wing profiles, but you can still do

other things. You'll see some bits and pieces, I'm sure.

The return of KERS requires a substantial amount
of engineering to integrate it and the adjustable
rear wing is tough. Also, the single diffuser is a
bigger change alone than anything we had for
2010. But the biggest challenge is that the trend
to develop as late as you dare and then commit to
manufacture ratchets up every year.

We talked about this idea for a long time and came
to a majority decision that was extremely well-
intentioned to make the sport more interesting. We
did it mindful that we don’t want contrived racing
and motorway-style overtakes. There is room for
tuning the rules to make sure that it’s what we want
it to be - and with a bit of time it will be.

It’s another variable because even if everyone has
KERS, they aren’t necessarily going to be using it
in the same place every lap. As we saw in 2009,
KERS is not a magic overtaking button, but if you
add it to the rear wing, those things together add
up to a major performance differential that wasn’t
there in 2010.

Yes, possibly. I'm not sure
it’s luck if your car is easy
on its tyres - it’s thanks to
a good design. The weight
distribution rule ensures
everyone is on a par with
regards to tyre sweet spot.

Lo

- I'm not going to comment on that one at all!

= There’s always scope for
innovation. Any technical
director would be fed up

if he put a car on the track and
he couldn’t point to several
genuinely innovative things.
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AT A GLANCE - OVERALL .
~>» Winners Pruett/Rojas/Rahal/Hand ™
~> Pole position Jorg Bergmeister
~>» Fastest lap Jorg Bergmeister

DAYTONA

=

=== [JSA
January 27-30
Grand-Am

Round 1/11

E—

Wilson-driven Shank
Riley placed seventh

Ganassi’s boys do the ‘Chip Sl

§ L-r:Rojas, Rahal, Hand and
"4 Pruettjubilantafter win

m’

US motorsport’s “team that can do no wrong’ added yet another blue-riband race
win to its tally - and this time its cars finished one-two in a Daytona thriller

QUALIFYING

Lizards take pole with hot-blooded Bergmeister

The odds would have been pretty long on
the Flying Lizards taking pole positionin
the run-up tothe 24 Hours. This was, afterall,
theteam’s debutin the Daytona Prototype class
and a bit of fun before it begins the defence of
its American Le Mans Series class title.
Jorg Bergmeister certainly wouldn’t have

|
| Bergmeister was
flying for the Lizards

putany money on himself to top the times.
The lanky German was as shocked as anyone
to take the pole aboard the Lizards Porsche-
engined Riley MKXI/XX.

“Iwasonly aiming fora top five,” said the
2006 DP title winner. “I did a lap and was
goingtocomein. The team told me to stay
, out,soIwentforit.”
| Bergmeister’s
| 1m40.099s lap puthim

three hundredths of a
second ahead 0f2010
| polewinner Max Angelelli
B inthe SunTrustDallara.
The Italian’s only
disappointment was
| making “arookie mistake”
that prevented him from
dippinginto the 1m39s.

eams that start
pulling a gearbox
apart 60 minutes
into a 24-hour race
generally aren’t of
the ilk that go on
to win them. That can’t be
said of Chip Ganassi Racing.
Remarkably, its winning
Riley, driven by Scott Pruett,
Memo Rojas, Joey Hand and
Graham Rahal, was in front
when the chequered flag
fell at the end of a closely-
fought Daytona thriller,
23 hours after it was given
a new gear cluster.

Perhaps even more
remarkable was the fact that
the gear change was purely
a performance tweak. A
change in wind direction
on race day meant the two
Ganassi Riley-BMW MkX1/
XXs were bouncing off the

rev-limiter in top gear at
the end of the front straight.
And a team that was bidding
for what has become known
as the ‘Chip Slam’ — victory
in the Daytona 500 and
Brickyard 400 NASCAR
blue-ribands, the Indy 500
and the 24 Hours in a
12-month period — wasn’t
about to live with that.
“We’d run that ratio
in the test and through
practice,” said Pruett, who
was celebrating a fourth
outright Daytona victory.
“We got caught out, but
it made sense to make the
change, because we could”
The opportunity was
provided by the second
of 23 safety-car caution
periods (including a long
neutralisation for fog
lasting nearly three hours
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A two-second margin of victory,
and 52 changes of lead between
12 cars. Enough said

We kept our car immaculate,
stayed off the kerbs and didn’t
beat it up. That meant we could

push late on when we needed to”
Race winner Scott Pruett explains strategy

REPORT
DAYTONA 24 HOURS

Gary Watkins
reports

KEY MOMENTS

Hour 1 Ganassi team changes gear

cluster on #01 car to give it a

longer top gear

Hour 19 #02 Ganassi car

mysteriously loses performance

Hour 24 Final safety car turns race

into a one-lap sprint. #01 holds on

on Sunday morning) that
interrupted the Grand-Am
Rolex series opener on

the 3.56-mile Daytona
International Speedway. The
team swapped clusters in
double-quick time, leaving
Pruett only one lap down.
That deficit disappeared
inside the hour, during
another of those safety cars.
From then on, the #01
Ganassi Riley was in the
fight for victory, definitely
one of the favourites,
though never a dead-cert.

This was another amazing
Daytona, with multiple cars
on the lead lap right to the
end. This time, four Daytona
Prototypes were battling for
victory into the final hour.

Pruett and his team-
mates in the #01 car
appeared to have finally
established themselves in
the lead during the 21st
hour, ahead of the sister
Ganassi Riley, the Daytona-
only entry for visiting
superstars Juan Pablo
Montoya, Dario Franchitti,
Scott Dixon and Jamie
McMurray. Then disaster
struck. Hand glanced a
discarded wheel leaving
the pits, and with it came a
30-second stop-go penalty.

That left the BMW
factory American Le Mans
Series driver 50s behind.

“I was a bit ticked off and
at ramming speed,” said the
31-year-old. “T knew I could
get a lot of it back and then
Scott would seal the deal”
Hand brought the deficit
down to approximately 20s
by the time he handed over
to Pruett for the run to the
finish. Yet another set of
yellows allowed the #01 car
to get back on terms with
the leaders with just over
an hour to go.

Crucially, Ganassi opted

to bring in Pruett for a
top-up at this stage. That
meant when it came to the
final round of pitstops, he
needed less fuel and was
able to leapfrog both the
second-placed Action
Express Riley-Porsche
driven by Joao Barbosa
and team-mate Dixon.

Pruett emerged with an
11-sec lead, an advantage
he extended to 17s. The race
appeared to be over, but
there was a final twist in the
tail: yet another safety car.

The yellows flew with
seven minutes to go, turning
the race into a one-lap dash
to the flag. Pruett had three
cars between him and Dixon
in the crocodile, which
allowed him the breathing
space to take the chequered
flag by an almost-
comfortable 2.4s.

The second Ganassi Riley
might have won this one
had it not mysteriously lost
performance as the race
drew to a close.

“Something happened
around 11 in the morning,”
said Franchitti. “The car
lost its edge and we’re not
sure what it was.”

The #02 entry was a
match for the winning car
for at least two thirds of
the race. In one memorable
stint early in the night,
Montoya came back onto
the lead lap courtesy of the
yellows and then drove
through the field to take
the lead for the first time.

Tt, too, had to regain a lap
lost to the same gearbox
remedy as the #01 car
(undertaken in the sixth
hour during a suitable
yellow period). At that
stage, it had already come
back from a lap down after
suffering a pair of punctures
in the early running, but

TRG Porsche was
supremein GT class

worse was to come early
on Sunday morning. “I was
lengthening my belts ready
to come into the pits, and
as soon as I went under
the the line, I ran over a big
piece of carbon that ripped
out the bottom of the car,”
explained Montoya. “It was
lucky that we got a safety
car because of that debris.”
The two laps lost were
quickly regained, and

The TRG squad
has a habit of
pulling off Daytona

surprises. Backin 2003,
as The Racers Group, it
famously won the Florida
endurowitha GT car; this
time the shock was that its
winningPorsche 911 GT3
Cup completed 17 hours of
therace withouta clutch.
That’swasn’tthe
impossibility that it seems,
reckoned TRG boss Kevin
Buckler, but he did give
thedriversofthe car-
Andy Lally, Wolf Henzler,
Spencer Pumpelly, Brendan

Montoya and co were able
to return to the top of the
leaderboard. Their late-race
handling issues meant
Dixon was unable to do
anything about Pruett, but
he was able to hold off the
best of the Action Express
Rileys powered by the
Lozano Porsche V8, both
before and after the
last-gasp yellow.

The car Barbosa shared

Green flag waves -
= forfirstof 24 times

with Christian Fittipaldi,
Max Papis, Terry Borcheller
and JC France had a trouble-
free run and only once
dropped off the lead lap. It
was more competitive in the
race than in qualifying, but
ultimately lacked the final
tenth or two to truly take
the fight to Ganassi. Broken
rear bodywork in the final
hours that robbed the car
of downforce didn’t help
the Action Express cause.
The final safety-car
almost produced a fairytale
return to top-line sportscar
racing for Martin Brundle
in the United Autosports
Riley-Ford he shared with
Mark Blundell, Zak Brown
and Mark Patterson.
Running fourth and with
“nothing to lose”, he went »

..........
No dilly-dally for TRG and Lally

Gaughanand Steven
Bertheau -somefirm
orders: “Itold themifthey
stopanywhere else other
than the pitbox, we’re done.”

Thebestofthe TRG
Porscheflotillawasinthe
huntfor GT honours almost
fromthe outset, despite
starting from the back after
Lally’s pole-winningtime
was scratched out fora
technicalinfringement.
The car moved to the front
of the pack early on Sunday
morning, only for Henzler
tolose three laps with
brakeissues.

That allowed the best of
the tubeframe Mazda RX-8s
intothe top spot. The
Dempsey Racingentry
driven by Patrick Dempsey,
Joe Foster, Charles
Espenlauband Tom Long
remained at the front until
the last-named spuninthe
19th hourand lost four laps
whenthe carwouldn’t
restart courtesy ofan
electrical glitch.

Second-place behind
TRGwent to the Paul Miller
Porsche, whose drivers
numbered Britons Rob
Belland Tim Sugden.
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AT A GLANCE - GT

~> Winners Lally/Henzler/Gaughan/
Pumpelly/Bertheau

~> Pole position Dominik Farnbacher

~> Fastest lap Richard Lietz

I was nodding off
behind the wheel”

Marc Goossens struggles
in a 167-minute yellow

e )
Pruettkisses hisfourth
Daytona 24 winner

Just like Britcar: fog hit
Florida’s 24-hour enduro

<« for it at the restart and
briefly, very briefly, made
it up to second.

“I saw a Ganassi car flick
past my window and I knew
I’d nailed Barbosa as well”
he said, “but the track
was dirty out there on the
outside and the tyres were
gone. I turned in and the car
went completely sideways.”

The Michael Shank
Racing-run entry was in the
mix until the small hours
on Sunday morning, when

Action Express car (right)
pipped Brit veterans (left)

a series of problems —
including the need for three
new nose sections after

a series of incidents —
dropped the car three laps
down. Brundle and Blundell,
who shared the driving in
the final hours, were back
on the lead lap by the 19th
hour and remained in the
hunt to the end, finishing
less than 4sec down on

the winners in fourth. “I
should be happy, because we
were competitive, weren’t
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we?” said Brundle, who
was afflicted by a mystery
vibration in the closing
stages. “We’re two retired
pros and two amateurs
against cars with three

or four hotshoes.”

Daytona 2011 was packed
with hard-luck stories or, as
Pruett put it in US parlance,
“woulda, coulda, shouldas”.

The SunTrust Racing
Dallara finished fifth in the
hands of Max Angelelli,
Ricky Taylor and Ryan
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Briscoe. Nothing unusual in
that, given that the Chevy-
powered machine qualified
on the front row. What was
out of the ordinary was the
way it fought back from
two major delays.

Twice the car was pushed
‘behind the wall’ for repairs.
The first delay cost six laps,
five of which it had gained
back when it stopped again.
This time it resumed seven
laps down, and knocked off
all but one of them.

The galling thing for
SunTrust was that both
delays resulted from contact
with Montoya. Taylor looked
to have repassed the Ganassi
car after a restart in the sixth
hour when the NASCAR
star lunged down the inside
into the East Horseshoe and
sideswiped the Dallara.

The impact knocked the
steering askew, resulting in
the first stop to realign the
front wheels. The team
didn’t realise the steering
rack had moved in the
impact, which eventually
meant the need to change
the right-front corner.

GRAYTHEN/GETTY

Team boss Wayne Taylor,
who opted not to drive after
practising his car, wasn’t
best pleased. “Montoya
thinks he’s still driving his
stock car,” said the two-time
winner of the Daytona
24 Hours. “It’s all a bit
disappointing, because I
think we had the fastest car”

Actually, the SunTrust
Dallara, which Angelelli,
Taylor and Briscoe drove to
the limit nearly all the way,
was the second-fastest DP
last weekend — there was
one car that was faster than
rest, and by some margin.

The pole-winning Flying
Lizard Riley flew in the
hands of Jorg Bergmeister
and Patrick Long. It was the
fastest thing on the banking
courtesy of its free-revving
Porsche flat-six, and the
nimblest thing in the
place through the infield.

A dream DP debut for the
Lizards, the benchmark
team in the ALMS GT
category, disappeared when
team owner Seth Neiman
had two incidents in one
stint after taking over from
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GT RACE RATING
1. 8.0.0.8 ¢

High rate of attrition ensured
it couldn’t match up to the
battle in the prototypes

I shouldn’t have had
that Krispy Kreme. Marky
got some and I fancied a
sugar kick” Brundle’s back..

EPORT
DAYTONA 24 HOURS

ALL PICS: LEVITT/LAT

“Montoya thinks he’s

still driving his

stock car” An unhappy

Wayne Taylor
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Johannes van Overbeek.
First he was hit up the rear
at a restart, which required
an unscheduled stop, and
then he had to take to the
grass at the infield Kink to
avoid a multi-car GT clash.
The incident damaged the
nose, the repairs dropping
the car 19 laps off the lead.
The Lizards Riley got back

to 15 laps down before more
problems intervened, and a
broken oil union brought
the run to an end with two
and a half hours to go.

The Krohn Racing team
produced the consistent run
and top six to which the
Daytona crowd has become
accustomed. Its Ford-
powered Lola wasn’t on the

ultimate pace, but Ricardo
Zonta, Nic Jonsson, Nicolas
Minassian and Tracy Krohn
just about managed to keep
the car in spitting distance
of the frontrunners until
three hours to go.

The Shank Dallara-Ford
finished seventh in the
hands of Justin Wilson, AJ
Allmendinger and Michael

RESU LTS Grand-Am, Daytona 24 Hours (USA), January 27-30, round 1 of 11

‘Superstar’ Ganassi car
tooka close second

McDowell. Wilson admitted
the car wasn’t the “fastest
thing out there”, but he and
his team-mates remained
in the hunt into hour 22.

A relatively minor issue
with a steering arm, which
was winding on more front
toe-in, had to be rectified
under the green flag, with
the loss of two laps.

Two Dallaras might have
taken the fight to the Rileys
of various configurations,
but the US constructor
came out on top yet again.
Ganassi inevitably took
the headlines for the ‘Chip
Slam) but Riley’s record is
no less impressive. This was
its 10th Daytona 24 Hours
victory in just 16 years. &

POS  DRIVERS TEAM CAR CLASS  TIME GRID
P 1 Scott Pruett (USA)/Memo Rojas (MEX)/Joey Hand (USA)/Graham Rahal (USA) Chip Ganassi Riley-BMW MKXI/XX DP  24h00m57.957s 3
TPRET TR 2 Scott Dixon (NZ)/Dario Franchitti (GB)/Jamie McMurray (USA)/Juan Pablo Montoya (CO) Chip Ganassi Riley-BMW MkXI/XX DP +2.426s 5
1:40.245  1:40.250 3 JBarbosa (P)/T Borcheller (USA)/C Fittipaldi (BR)/M Papis (I)/JC France (USA) Action Express Riley-Porsche MkXI DP +3.050s 12
o 4 MartinBrundle (GB)/Mark Blundell (GB)/Zak Brown (USA)/Mark Patterson (USA) Shank/United Riley-Ford MkXI/XX DP +3.752s 9
1:40.302  1:40.3% 5  Max Angelelli (I)/Ricky Taylor (USA)/Ryan Briscoe (AUS) SunTrust (Taylor) Dallara-Chevrolet DPOl DP -1 lap 2
7BRFRISSELLE & A'DINGER 6  Ricardo Zonta (BR)/Nic Jonsson (S)/Tracy Krohn (USA)/Nicolas Minassian (F) Krohn Lola-Ford B08/70 DP -1 lap 15
A LA 7 AJAllmendinger (USA)/Michael McDowell (USA)/Justin Wilson (GB) Michael Shank Dallara-Ford DPO1 P -2 laps 8
JBRUNDLE 10 GURNEY 8  Scott Tucker (USA)/Christophe Bouchut (F)/Luis Diaz (MEX)/Mark Wilkins (CDN) Level 5 Riley-BMW MkXX DP -3 laps 18
1:40.784 - 1:40.828 9 Darren Law (USA)/David Donohue (USA)/Burt Frisselle (USA)/Buddy Rice (USA) ActionExpress  Riley-Porsche MkXI DP -4laps 13
m W 10 Oswaldo Negri (BR)/Marc Goossens (B)/John Pew (USA)/Michael Valiante (CDN) Michael Shank Riley-Ford MkXI/XX DP -15 laps 11
_ 11 Ryan Hunter-Reay (USA)/Raphael Matos (BR)/Richard Westbrook (GB) Level 5 Riley-BMW MkXX DP -18 laps 17
L L ETLck 12 AlLally (USA)/W Henzler (D)/S Pumpelly (USA)/B Gaughan (USA)/S Bertheau (USA) TRG Porsche 911 GT3 Cup GT -36 laps 49
_ 13 Bryce Miller (USA)/Rob Bell (GB)/Bryan Sellers (USA)/Tim Sugden (GB) Paul Miller Porsche 911 GT3 Cup GT -37 laps 30
el TR 14 Charles Espenlaub (USA)/Patrick Dempsey (USA)/Joe Foster (USA)/TomLong (USA)  DempseyRacing  Mazda RX-8 GT  -40laps 32
nm 15 Alex Gurney (USA)/Jon Fogarty (USA)/Jimmie Johnson (USA) GAINSCO/Stallings Riley-Chevrolet MkXI/XX  DP -42 laps 10
no tine no time 16 Craig Stanton (USA)/Marco Holzer (D)/Richard Lietz (A)/John Potter (USA) Magnus Racing Porsche 911 GT3 Cup GT -46 laps 21
B FAREAGER 20 J TATLG 17 Andrew Davis (USA)/Hurley Haywood (USA)/Leh Keen (USA)/Marc Lieb (D) Brumos Racing Porsche 911 GT3 Cup GT -48 laps 27
L:48.781  1:48.821 18  Sylvain Tremblay (USA)/Jonathan Bomarito (USA)/John Edwards (USA)/Adam Christodoulou (GB) SpeedSource Mazda RX-8 GT -51 laps 33
JTSTANTON 22 TANDY 21 Jorg Bergmeister (D)/Patrick Long (USA)/Seth Neiman (USA)/Johannes van Overbeek (USA) Flying Lizard Riley-Porsche MkXI/XX DP 654 laps-oil union/fire 1
AP T, 23 Antonio Garcia (E)/Paul Edwards (USA)/Sascha Maassen (D) Spirit of Daytona Coyote-Chevrolet CC/08 DP -7l laps 6
26 Robin Liddell (GB)/Ronnie Bremer (DK)/Jan Magnussen (DK) Stevenson Chevrolet Camaro GT.R GT -92 laps 25
27  Dominik Farnbacher (D)/Lucas Luhr (D)/Tim George Jr (USA)/Ben Keating (USA) TRG Porsche 911 GT3 Cup GT 612 laps-differential 19
28 Jordan Taylor (USA)/Johnny 0’Connell (USA)/Bil1 Lester (USA)/Matthew Marsh (GB)  Autohaus Chevrolet Camaro GT.R GT -114 laps 20
30 JBleekemolen (NL)/P Pilet (F)/B Curtis (USA)/T Pappas (USA)/J Sofronas (USA) TRG/Black Swan Porsche 911 GT3 Cup GT 578 laps-susp/acc dam 28
31 EnzoPotolicchio (YV)/EJ Viso (YV)/Romain Iannetta (F)/Alex Popow (YV) Starworks Riley-Ford MkXI DP -144 1aps 16
32 Boris Said (USA)/Bill Auberlen (USA)/Matt Plumb (USA)/Paul dalla Lana (USA) Turner BMW M3 GT -156 laps 26
33 RyanDalziel (GB)/ColinBraun (USA)/Tomas Enge (CZ)/Mike Forest (USA)/Jim Lowe (USA) Starworks Riley-Ford MkXI/XX DP 552 laps-oil leak 4
39 Oliver Gavin (GB)/Eric Curran (USA)/Bruce Ledoux (USA)/Gunter Schaldach (USA) Banner Racing Chevrolet Camaro GT.R GT 398 laps-transmission 37
40 N Tandy (GB)/N Armindo (F)/M Ragginger (A)/J Baldwin (USA)/C Burtin (RA) Burtin Racing Porsche 911 GT3 Cup GT 378 laps-susp/acc dam 22
42 BrianFrisselle (USA)/Matt Bell (USA)/Ross Kaiser (GB)/Henri Richard (F) Doran Racing Doran/Dallara-Ford JE4  DP 312 laps-chassis/acc dam 7
44 JanHeylen (B)/Jared Beyer (USA)/Scott Mayer (USA)/Doug Peterson (USA)/RJ Valentine (USA) Starworks Riley-Ford MkXI/XX DP 215 laps-acc damage 14
" 45 JSegal (USA)/E Assentato (USA)/A Lazzaro (USAI/N Ham (USA)/N Longhi (USA) SpeedSource Mazda RX-8 GT 202 laps-acc damage 34
50 cars qualified Winners’ average: 106.857mph. Fastest lap: Bergmeister, 1m40.4175,127.628mph; GT Lietz, 1m49.335s,117.218mph. Driver listed on grid set qualifying time and started the race. Starters: 48
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S P! —
The Audi R18 TDI undertook its first endurance
running during a multi-day test at Sebring last week.

All nine Audi Le Mans 24 Hours drivers were present
over the four days and sampled the new LMP1 coupe,

as well as the so-called R15 ‘plus-plus’ the factory
Joest team will race in the Sebring 12 Hours in
March. The run was sandwiched between a pair
of tests at the Homestead ‘roval’ near Miami.

ORLD GT

GT1 series in holding pattern

Ratel optimistic despite being forced to postpone final entry date. By GARY WATKINS

he FIA GT1 World
TChampionship will go into

a second season, despite
an extension of the closing date

One of them is the British Sumo
Power Nissan squad, which is
planning to take over the GT-Rs run
by the Swiss Racing Team in 2011.

Nosatellite

needed a bit more time to get
forVitaphone

answers from drivers, sponsors
and manufacturers.”
A total of 11 teams have given

for entries, series boss Stephane
Ratel has vowed.

The original deadline, set for
midnight last Monday, was put back
until February 10 at a meeting of the
teams in Frankfurt on the day of the
closing date. Ratel explained that
some teams “needed more time
to pull their deals together”

Ratel said: “We had a late finish
to last season with a race [in
Argentina] in December and an
early start to this year at Abu
Dhabi. With the Christmas break,
people had 20 days to finalise
their programmes. Clearly, they

Ratel written undertakings that they
will sign up later this month to run
two cars each in this year’s 10-date
world championship. That would
mean he would be able to meet

the minimum grid requirement

of 20 cars enshrined in contracts
with race promoters.

Ratel confirmed that the
Hegersport Maserati, Matech Ford
and Phoenix Chevrolet squads
would not be returning to the
series. He said that there was
one new team and two existing
entrants ready to enter two teams
for two cars to fill the void.

Team manager Nigel Stepney
said: “The cars will be prepared
under the same roof, but there
will be separate structures running
them under different team
names at the races.

“The arrangement would be very
similar to that between Vitaphone
and Hegersport, but it would
not be a case of having a B-team,
rather two A-teams.”

The Vitaphone Maserati squad,
last year’s world champion, is
understood not to be planning a
satellite team again. Instead, it
appears that the Belgian Selleslagh

Racing Team, an ex-FIA GT race
winner, will field a pair of MC12s.

Ratel said it was likely that the
Chevrolet Corvette C6.R would be
represented, but declined to reveal
if enough cars are available.

Audi, Merc eye Grand-Am

MERCEDES AND Audi are evaluating joining

Porsche in the Grand-Am GT class.

Grand-Am technical boss Dave Spitzer

Audi has admitted its interest, but insists
that it would not be willing to develop another
car in addition to its GT3-spec R8 LMS.

has revealed that Mercedes and Audi were
“looking closely” at the class and are “part of
on-going discussions”. He stressed that no
final decisions had been made by either of
the German manufacturers.

AMG technical director Gerhard Unger,
whose company has developed the SLS GT3
that has won a VLN Nurburgring Nordschleife
race, was present at last weekend’s Daytona
24 Hours, but was not available for comment.

Mustang and Mazda
to get playmates?
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kemolen ioi s t AUTOSPORT SAYS..
eckemolen joins reverts to GARY WATKINS
prototype Rebellion Ferrari for 2011 INTERNATIONAL
o , EDITOR-AT-LARGE
Rebellion is lining LEMANS Series GT2 The move marks a
up strong crew class frontrunner JMW return to Ferrari for
Motorsportis swapping  JMW, whichwas
back to Ferrari for its established in2009 get asked it all the time. Is the FIA GT1
2011 campaign. withthe 430 GT with World Championship going to make it
Teamowner Jim whichthe core of the beyond season one? I don’t have to think
McWhirterhasoptedto  teamwon two LMS titles about my answer because it’s short and sweet,
buyanew Ferrari 458 as Virgo Motorsport. and consists of the word ‘yes’ And I won’t
DUTCHSPORTSCAR all-rounder Jeroen Bleekemolen foranattack onthe JMW team manager elaborate, even when pushed.
isreturningtothe prototyperanksinthe bigraces renamed GT Endurance  Tim Sugden said: “For My response isn’t anything to do with some
with Rebellion Racingthis year. class afterjustone various sponsorship insider information I haven’t been letting on
The 29-year-old, whowon the GTC class inthe 2010 seasonrunninganAston and commercial in these pages. It’s purely based on the past
American Le Mans Series, will drive one of the Anglo- Martin Vantage GT2. decisions it has been record of series boss Stephane Ratel, the

Swissteam’s Toyota-engined Lola coupes at the Le Mans
24Hoursin)uneand the Sebring12 Hours next month.

Bleekemolen, who last raced a prototype in 2008, No partnerhasbeen I spent the better part of two years casting
said: “T've been lookingto get backinto prototypes announced forteam doubt on Ratel’s plans for a world series,
foracouple ofyearsandthisisaveryinteresting stalwart Rob Bell, who only for him to pull it off in spectacular style.
projecttogetinvolved with.” was last year partnered Not only did he bring out more cars than
British racer Guy Smith will remain with Rebellion JMW started out by on-loan Aston factory promised, but the much-maligned Balance of
forLe Mans. He willagain share with team regulars with Ferrari 430 driver Darren Turner. Performance produced some of the best racing

AndreaBelicchiandJean-Christophe Boullion.

decided thatitis better
torunaFerrariin2011.”

ORECA keeps its 908

ORECA: ifit
ain’tbroke...

architect of the world championship and,
for that matter, modern GT racing.

I've witnessed in my 20-year career as a
motorsport journalist.

There are some
major obstacles to
overcome if Ratel
is to succeed
long-term with his

Racing hardly
getsany better

THE FRENCH ORECA squad has
opted to stick with last year’s
proven Peugeot 908 HDi for
its 2011 Intercontinental Le
Mans Cup campaign.

Team boss Hugues de Chaunac
claimed that ORECA could have
swapped to Peugeot’s latest
90X coupe before the Le Mans
24 Hours, but had opted for a
conservative approach. That

mould-breaking
plan, not just in the
days and weeks
ahead but over the
next six to eight
months. He has
clearly had to buy
some time by extending the entry deadline,
but I’'m not interpreting that as a last-gasp
attempt to keep the series alive.

If Stephane says the 2011 FIA GT1 World

means it will rely on the 908 HDi
with which it won last year’s

Le Mans Series for the full
seven-event [LMC season.

“We talked with Peugeot about
running the new 90X, but the
delivery time got later and later,”
he said. “We would not have been
able to get the car until April [after
the ILMC opener at Sebring next
month]. That’s why we have decided

to go with a car that we

know is 100 per cent reliable.”
The ORECA 908, which will

be raced by Frenchmen Nicolas

Lapierre and Loic Duval, is due to

start testing in 2011 specification

in the third week of this month.

IN BRIEF

Championship is going to happen, then
it almost certainly is. The form book says so.

VERNAY TESTS

Indy Lights champion
JK Vernay was scheduled to test with IndyCar
squad Conquest Racing at Sebring on Monday.

The 24-year-old Frenchman (above) will receive a
contribution from IndyCar towards his race budget
as part of his prize for taking the feeder series title.

ALESHIN PROMOTED

Formula Renault 3.5 Series champion Mikhail Aleshin will
step up to GP2 this season with Carlin. The Russian took
part in the F1 young-driver test with Renault last year.

VW ENGINE FOR AUSTIN IN BTCC

Rob Austin Racing will adopt rear-wheel drive and use
the VW/Audi Group 2.0-litre engine in its Audi A4s in
the British Touring Car Championship. The motors
will be prepared by Ric Wood Motorsport.

SINGLE RACE FOR ETCC

The European Touring Car Cup will return to a single event
in 2011. The FIA has confirmed that the event will be run

in July at Salzburgring, the site of the second of the
three events that were held in 2010.

SIX LMP1s FOR LE MANS SERIES

Just six LMP1 prototypes are listed as full-season entries
for this year's Le Mans Series. A total of 36 cars are
entered, across the five classes, for the five-event series.

BRUNDLE RETURNS TO F2

The 2011 Formula 2 grid is continuing to take shape. Alex
Brundle will return following a year in British F3, while
Frenchman Benjamin Lariche will be back for a second
season and German Thiemo Storz will make his debut.

NASCAR OVERHAULS POINTS SYSTEM

NASCAR has confirmed a series of changes for the
upcoming season, including a new points system, with 43
points going to the winner, 42 to second, and so on down
to last. Qualifying order will be determined by practice
speed, and the Chase will now be contested by the top 10
drivers after 26 races, as well as the two drivers with the
most wins between 11th and 20th in the standings.

REMEMBER WHEN..

...a satellite factory team ran in the FIA GT
Championship? Persson Motorsport fielded
a pair of Mercedes CLK-GTRs in 1998 with
what was a thinly-veiled AMG B-team. There
will likely be World GT1 satellites in 2011.
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Dallara IndyCar will
have varied aero

INDYCAR

IndyCar: no help for the slow

No performance balancing in 2012; onus on teams to do ‘a great job’, says rules boss

INDYCAR 2012 project manager Tony
Cotman has ruled out performance
balancinginthe series’ new formula.

Theseriesissettohave chassisand
engine competition for the first time since
2005, with three engine manufacturers
signed upand predictions of at least four
aero kits beingmade available.

Cotman has been tasked with putting

the 2012 rules together,and he believes
that any chassis/engine package with a big
advantage willbe abletoreap the rewards.
“Ifthere’sasizeable advantage fora
combination, then greatjob,” he said. “It’s
uptotheresttocatchup. Youshould not
be penalised fordoingagoodjob. Now
there are choicestobe made, sosomeone
will make the wrong choice at some point.”

Cotmanalso admitted that IndyCar’s
aimtoallowinnovationinits new formula
opensthedoorto legality rows.

“Thatwillalways come up,” he said.
“But this new policy requires avery
open format. Balancingmultiple
manufacturersisadifficult thing.”

Thefirst 2012 prototypes are scheduled
tostarton-tracktestinginjuly, witha

dedicated test team put together by
IndyCarto preventanyone from gainingan
advantage. Butcurrentdriversare likely to
be called uponsothatthe development
team has a wide range of feedback.
Cotmanadded thatteams will be able to
mix parts fromvarious aerokits, but they
will have to stick with what they choose
oncetheirconfigurationsare homologated.
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SUPER G

Kazuki Nakajima will drive for
the TOM’S Toyota team in this
year’s Super GT Championship.
Nakajima, who was dropped by
Williams at the end of 2009, will
race a Lexus SC430 alongside Andre
Lotterer. The move is part of what
has been an eventful off-season in
the top-tier Japanese GT series that
has left some of the higher-profile
European racers without drives.
Former champions Ralph Firman

E x-Williams Formula 1 driver

Nakajima in GT seat

and Richard Lyons are both on the
sidelines. Reigning Japanese F3
champion Yuji Kunimoto has
been linked with Firman’s seat at
Aguri Suzuki’s ARTA team, while
Lexus has dropped both Lyons
and Swede Bjorn Wirdheim.
Wirdheim is understood to be
close to a deal with Nissan team
Kondo Racing, which has a place
available following the departure of
Joao Paulo de Oliveira to MOLA.
MOLA, the reigning GT300

Nakajima will
returntoracing

champion team, will become the
fourth to run Nissan GT-Rs, joining
NISMO, Team Impul and Kondo.

V8 SUPERCARS

Richards back in the saddle

V8 SUPERCAR driver Jason Richards
returned to the cockpit last weekend
for the first time since being
diagnosed with cancer.

Creek. He completed his first cycle of
chemotherapy three days prior to the
test, and is scheduled to begin his next
round in three weeks’ time.

The 34-year-old New Zealander, who
recently underwent surgery to have a large
tumour removed from his stomach, drove
eight laps in a Brad Jones Racing Holden
during pre-season testing at Eastern

Allare hoping for
Richards recovery

“The fitness wasn’t there,” Richards
said. “I was pretty rusty, but it felt great
to be back in the car.”

No date has been set for a full-time
return to racing.

IN BRIEF

GONZALEZ WITH TRIDENT

GP2 regular Rodolfo Gonzalez will race for
Trident Racing this year. The Venezuelan
contested one race with the team in 2009,
before a full season with Arden last year.

SUPER NOVA GETS CECOTTO
Johnny Cecotto Jr will complete Super
Nova Racing’s line-up for the upcoming
GP2 Asia Series, although no deal has yet
been done for the main series. Cecotto
spent his rookie year with Trident in 2010,
achieving a fourth place in Monaco.

LEAL JOINS RAPAX

Colombian Formula Renault 3.5 racer
Julian Leal will drive for reigning GP2
champion team Rapax in the GP2 Asia
Series. The seat currently remains vacant
for the main series, with Superleague king
Davide Rigon believed to be among the
drivers scrambling to secure a deal.

HOUSTON WANTS INDYCAR

Texan city Houston is attempting to return
to the IndyCar calendar. Officials have met
with series CEQ Randy Bernard to discuss
a revival of the race, which was one of
several to be dropped following the
IndyCar/Champ Car merger in 2008.

INDYCAR’s Mazda Road to Indy driver development ladder is
proud to have recently announced $2,500,000 in scholarships to
advance entry-level open-wheel drivers and teams to the top of
the 1Z0D IndyCar®Series and the Indianapolis 500®. The ladder
includes the 1ZOD IndyCar Series, Firestone Indy Lights, Star
Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear and USF2000
National Championship presented by Cooper Tires.

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

USF2000 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP presented by Cooper Tires

2011 Champion receives a scholarship for a full season
in the 2012 Star Mazda Championship.

STAR MAZDA CHAMPIONSHIP presented by Goodyear

2011 Champion receives a scholarship for a full season
in the 2012 Firestone Indy Lights.

STARWMAZDA CHAMPIONSHIP
-

CONOR DALY 2 o S

CHARLIE KIMBALL FIRESTONE INDY LIGHTS

2011 Champion receives a scholarship to compete
in the 2012 1Z0D IndyCar Series.

D g
D

Firestone

1ZOD INDYCAR SERIES

The pinnacle of open-wheel racing
featuring the Indianapolis 500.

Call Tony George Jr. at

-
(317) 492-6443 or email tir@indycar.com [ INDYCAR SERIES |
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RGMMC Establishment is a proactive business dedicated to the organization

and promotion of International kart events, the aim of this team is to create
competitive, professional, exciting and affordable International events while
maximizing the incentives for participation always with a view of providing a solid
grounding for drivers to pursue any possibilities for a future career in motorsport.

www.rgmmc.com
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WALTRIP PAYS TRIBUTE

Michael Waltrip will run this special livery in this
month’s Daytona 500 to commemorate the 10th

anniversary of his first win at the track, as well as
honour the memory of his friend and former boss

Dale Earnhardt, who was kille

in the same race. Waltrip was driving the #15
for Earnhardt’s team when he won the 2001
500, his first Cup victory in 462 attempts.

Fnd3

Petty plans swoop for Danica

Moves within NASCAR team to add third Sprint Cup car for IndyCar poster girlin 2012

by Richard Petty Motorsports
to join the Sprint Cup team in
a possible third car from 2012.

The IndyCar race winner has been
largely subdued in her occasional
stock-car appearances in the
second-tier Nationwide Series,
but RPM partner Andrew Murstein
believes that Patrick’s commercial
value would make her a valuable
addition alongside team regulars AJ
Allmendinger and Marcos Ambrose.

“I think she’d be a real interesting
fit for us,” he said. “She’s somebody
who could change the sport. I don’t
think she’ll get that chance if she

D anica Patrick has been targeted

goes to some of these four-car
teams, but she would get that
chance with us”

Dale Earnhardt Jr, who co-owns
the JR Motorsports team that ran
Patrick in Nationwide last year, said
that the interest from Cup teams
was to be expected.

“I think that anybody who had the
opportunity would have to seriously
consider it,” he said. “She’s learning
quite a lot and she’s getting
competitive in the Nationwide
Series in a short period of time. I
think she surprised a lot of people
in her ability to adapt to these cars.
[Hiring Patrick] was a major deal

of us as a company, and I'm not
ashamed to admit it. T think
anybody in the Cup series would
have to consider it as well”

Despite the interest in Patrick,
RPM executive Robbie Loomis
warned that the addition of a third
car was not an immediate priority.

“We have two drivers who I think
are capable of winning this year,
and it’s up to us to give them the
equipment they need and to make
the right calls,” he said. “Once we do
that and are successful with those
two guys, then maybe we can look
at growth and possibly adding a
third car down the road””

RPM has spent the off-season
rebuilding after a consortium led by
team founder Richard Petty bought
out majority stakeholder George
Gillett. Petty has regained day-to-
day control of the team.

Patrick hasn’tyet
shonein NASCAR

E‘?ﬁrvey dives into Ocean

STALEY/GP2

CanTurvey
makeasplash?

BRITISH GP2 RACER Oliver Turvey has

secured a late deal to contest the Asia

Series with Ocean Racing Technology.

The 23-year-old had been scrambling to find

a budget for 2011 after his backing from the
Racing Steps Foundation ended last season.
He was a race-winner in the Asia Series with
iSport last year, and is confident that he will
be able to repeat that success with Ocean.

“I feel prepared,” he said. “I think we have
everything we need to be competitive.”

Turvey will be joined by Andrea Caldarelli,
who was third in last season’s Italian Formula
3 Championship. Ocean’s line-up for the GP2
main series is still being finalised.

@ New squad Team Air Asia confirmed that
it will test Luiz Razia and Davide Valsecchi as
this issue of AUTOSPORT closed for press.

MOTORSPORT
INSURANCE
SERVICES

ON TRACK - PERSONAL ACCIDENT - MOTORTRADE -

COMMERCIAL - LIABILITY

www.raceinsurance.co.uk or call 01943 884555

Motorsport Insurance Services Limited is Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority
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FIESTAS TAKING * 72
SHAPE FOR SWEDEN

The Ford World Rally Team launched its 2011 season
electronically on Monday. While the drivers talked to

the media, the engineers were busy building the nine i
Fiesta RS WRCs that start next week’s Rally Sweden... y‘

Solberg bouyed by Citroen test

Former world champion declares himself delighted by new DS3 WRC after one-day test ahead of Rally Sweden

Solberg completed 170 miles of

testing in Sweden last weekend

in an attempt to familiarise himself
with the Citroen DS3 WRC he will

drive on next week’s season opener.
Solberg drove the Citroen for the

first time on Saturday and admitted

Former world champion Petter

-

=3

m RedBu)

Raikkonen and Solberg
are Citroen team-mates =

"
6 %

he was delighted with the car he’ll
use this year. The Norwegian
wouldn’t be drawn into predicting
a second title, however.

“I’ve had one day to test,” he said.

“I wanted three, four or five days,
but I couldn’t get the budget
together in time. I'm just glad to
be here and
competing —
and the car is
fantastic. It feels
like a car for me.
It feels like a car
I can attack in.”
Solberg drove
Citroen’s test car
in Sweden, using
the car that had

been driven earlier in the week by
factory drivers Sebastien Loeb
and Sebastien Ogier. He is hoping
to give his own brand-new DS3 a
shakedown on the eve of the event.

“We’re trying to find a few hours
to test my car,” said the 2005
Swedish Rally winner. “I just want
to try a couple of things. Because I
need more time in the car, I'm not
going to go mad trying to win this
rally [Sweden]. I want to win, of
course, and it’s easy to say I will
win, but it’s another thing to do it.
T’m a private driver, and it’s tough
against the factory teams.”

Solberg said he was looking for
a similar upturn in fortunes as last
season when he went from ninth

in Sweden to second in Mexico.
“Mexico was good last year,”
he said. “That’s what we’re looking
at this time. I will be able to do
something in Mexico, with more
experience of the car”
Solberg was joined at the test
by his team-mate Kimi Raikkonen.
“It was good to have Kimi in
the car,” said Solberg. “He’s very
passionate about the sport, he
wants to succeed, you can see that.
He asked a lot of questions and I
have big respect for that. He’s a
very good guy and I'm looking
forward to having some fun with
him this season”
Raikkonen tested the DS3 for
the first time the day after Solberg.

[RC |
New WRC cars could outpace old

THENEW GENERATION of World Rally
Carsareexpectedto be fasterthan
their predecessors on certain stages,
accordingtothe sport’s technical chiefs.
Despitethe cars running 1.6-litre
instead of two-litre turbocharged engines
and only developing halfthe torque levels
of last year’s cars, both Citroenand Ford
have admitted the 2011-specification
machines will be quickerintwisty stages.
Citroen’s Xavier Mestelan-Pinon said:
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“Infirst-, second- and third-gear corners,
the DS3isfasterthanthe C4ongravel.In

rallies like Cyprus, if we went back the new
carwould be faster; whereit’s slippery the

carisfasterbecauseithas less power.”

Ford’stechnicaldirector Christian
Loriauxsaid: “We haven’t compared the
Focus withthe Fiesta, becauseit’s like
comparingapplesand pears, but the
Fiestawould be quickerin the twisty
stuff becauseit’s more agile.”

Citroen DS3 quicker
than C4 in ‘twisties’

Bl y
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NICOLAS ZWICKEL
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Citroen wary of strong VW WRC entry

CITROEN TECHNICAL
director Xavier
Mestelan-Pinon has
admitted he fears the
arrival of Volkswagen
in the WRC more than
the threat from current
rivals Ford and Mini.
With VW’s mooted
WRC participation
announcement still
looming, Mestelan-Pinon
says the German firm’s
major Dakar effort is
an indication of how
they would compete at
rallying’s highest level.
Asked if Volkswagen
would be a bigger rival
than Ford and Mini, he
replied: “Sure, it [VW]
could be a factory team.
VW is like Citroen, they
try to win the race.”
Citroen has already
come into conflict with

Mini and Ford over
the interpretation of
regulations for the new
wave of World Rally
Cars, due to the radically
smaller scale on which
the French firm is
building cars.
Mestelan-Pinon
added: “I hope VW
come, it could help me.
VW is the manufacturer,

they think like me. It’s a
fight for me against Ford
and Mini. If my job was
to earn money, if my
bonus at the end of the
year was because of the
money the team earns, I
would say what they say.
Malcolm [Wilson, Ford
team director] and David
Lapworth [Prodrive
technical director], they

VWis expected to
join WRCimminently

want to earn money
- it’s the reality. It’s
difficult. I don’t criticise
anything, it’s like that.”
Citroen’s team
principal Olivier Quesnel
has hinted that the firm’s
long-term future remains
in the WRC. He said:
“I think Citroen will be
in rallying for the next
10 years.”

IN BRIEF

NOVIKOV IN MINI LINK
Russian rally star Evgeny Novikov
is believed to be on the verge of

a return to the sport with Mini.
The 20-year-old (right) sat out
last season after backing for his
Citroen Junior Team seat dried up.

FEARS FOR ’12 RALLY GB
The immediate future of Rally GB
was discussed at this week’s
meeting of the WRC Commission.
The 2012 calendar was under
review, with a very real possibility
that Rally GB would not be included
due to it not having a firm base
beyond this season.

HANSON ON TOP STATESIDE
Travis Hanson won the opening
round of Rally America, the SnoDrift
Rally in Michigan last weekend at
the wheel of his privately run,
four-year-old Subaru Impreza.
Subaru Rally Team USA driver
David Higgins retired from the
event, while his team-mate Dave
Mirra took the runner-up spot.

DUVAL TO DIAL 911
Former world rally winner Francois
Duval will drive a Porsche 911 on
the legends section of the Boucles
de Spa Rally in his native Belgium
on February 18-19. Former
European Rally Champion and
fellow Belgian Patrick Snijers

will also drive a 911.

Novikov was pretty
spectacularin’09

19 INTO 10 WON’T GO
Adam Gould, Molly Taylor, Kevin
Abbring, Egon Kaur and Andreas
Mikkelsen will all be among the
19 drivers hoping to land one of
the 10 spaces on the FIA Institute
Academy at the selection event in
Austria. The three-day event ends
with the announcement of the 10
who will be tutored and mentored
by Robert Reid and Alex Wurz.

DESBOROUGH BACK TO WRC
Jon Desborough will host ESPN’s
coverage of the WRC in Britain. The
presenter is no stranger to rallying,
having anchored Channel 4’s WRC
programmes in 2002 and 2003.

PROTONS IN TOP GEAR

A pair of Proton Satria Neo S2000s
were used in Sunday’s Top Gear
programme. The British-built cars
formed the final part of challenge
that pitted the UK presenters
against their Australian
counterparts. The Stig drove the
UK Satria and beat the Aussies
around a stage at Cornbury Park,
a former Rally GB venue.

ﬁvilson safe
for first half

Wilsonis set fora
sixth WRC season

MATTHEW WILSON’S participation in
the first six months of this year’s World
Rally Championship has been confirmed.

It had been feared the 24-year-old
Englishman had only been confirmed for
the season-opening Rally Sweden, but
Malcolm Wilson told AUTOSPORT that
his son would be competing further
into the season in Stobart colours.

Wilson Sr said: “He [Matthew] will
certainly do the first six months and in
Stobart colours. Both Matthew and
Mads [Ostberg] will be driving in the
M-Sport Stobart team and that team
will be entering cars on all 13 rounds
of the championship.”

Wilson also confirmed that his M-Sport
firm would be supplying 10 Fiesta RS
WRCs for the first European gravel WRC
round of the season, the Rally of Portugal
at the end of March.

AUTOSPORT SAYS..

DAVID EVANS
RALLIES EDITOR

david.evans
@haymarket.com

oes Caroline Spelman strike you as a rally
fan? Hmm, I’'m not sure either. This

worries me. Our Secretary of State for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs holds
the future of English forest rallying in the
palm of her hand. Over the next 12 weeks,
the government is considering the future
of the Forestry Commission in England.

Some of the world’s finest roads in the
world’s finest woods, including Dalby, Kielder
and Grizedale, are potentially heading into
private hands. If that happens, who knows
what might happen. If you don’t know the
address of your local MP, find out, then go
and see him and leave him in no doubt as to
the importance of the smell of mud on the
exhaust, the sound of stones clattering the
underside of a car and the sight of a Mk2
Escort dancing between the trees. Our trees.

If you can’t find your local MP (not much
of a navigator are you?) then go to www.
forestry.gov.uk and complete the response
survey. Feel free to wax lyrical about the
near £1m contribution made to the Forestry
Commission by the 41 stage rallies that use
the roads. If that fails, step it up a level and
don’t let them forget motorsport contributes
£4.5 billion to the UK economy annually.

Our trees need us. Or our days standing
behind them might be limited.

Forestrallying must
notbeallowed to die

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

[ think he
makes a
better actor
than driver”

Sebastien Loeb after
watching his co-driver
Daniel Elena stop and
wave to the crowd on
the top of Col de
Turini during the
Monegasque’s run

to 52nd place on the
Monte Carlo rally
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To advertise call 020 8267 5858
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(@R D [PCIR[OSTTILi)+ 98% of ourclients pay less than £200in tax
I+ 86% of our clients pay less than £300 for book keeping and accountancy fees.|
+93% save more than £1000 by outsourcing their payrole to us.

84'51617.618890)
www.intelligentbookkeeping.co.uk
motorsportaccountants@googlemail.com

WEB DIRECTORY

THLE mmEyi

ARALWIMNING Co

01204 544900 www.theawningcompany.co.uk

Tel: 01228560911 . §
Mob: 07733157911 . =

HELMET GRAPHICS

Inconel & Stainless Steel Specialists

Roace ExhaousEis @&
Tel: 01753 532222

www.simpsonraceexhausts.com

Mike Fairholme Designs
Sole approved painter of Arai helmets.
Silver Birches, Corby Birkholme, Nr Grantham, Lincs NG33 4LE.
Tel: 01476 550630. Fax: 01476 550029.
email: fairholmedesigns@btconnect.com

www.fairholmedesigns.co.uk

National/Regional Law Firm of the Year 2009 Legal Business Awards

* www.stevens-bolton.co.uk
« tudor.alexander@stevens-bolton.co.uk
o tel: 01483 734210 / 07887 713512

We act for racing teams, drivers, sponsors and

manufacturers. Contact Tudor Alexander.

&
FINRLLARP

’ For Everything Formula One
www.finallap.net WE BUY AND SELL
+44 [0)1245 287588 / 07771 920345

/A_zzg—/DRY SUMP
SYSTEMS
ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC.
WWW.DRYSUMP.COM _ (916) 652-5282

MOTORSPORT

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
WL

LA PASSIONE

v lapassione.co.uk “‘g
Tel 07 13 285 7883

www.parscheshop.co.uk

PORSCHESHAQP

+44 (0) 121 585 6088

CIRCUITO
GURDIX

Carbon Fibre Repairs -
Autoclave/Pre-Preg Facilities - Pattern/Mould Making
sales@streamlinecarbon.com

INCREDIBLE VALUE EXCLUSIVE TESTING from 3000€ per day

www.guadixcircuit.com

[ EouPmENT Qg  EXHAUSTS GEARBOXES

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

m GearKits, LSD’s and Driveshafts
TrENSTUSSIONS

Tel:01782 280136 Fax:01782 269913
Email: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axies for Road, Race, Rally, and more

WWW. g

MEMORABILIA

America's #1 supplier

of CART and Formula
One Racing memorabilia. Large selection of signed
original collectables. See our ad under marketplace
Memorabilia. Call or fax or a mail listing at (609) 575 1143
of visit our website @ www. JMJAuto.com

Telephone: 01582 840008, Fax: 01582 B40007

METAL WORKING MACHINERY

BAILEIGH

S=iNDusSTRIALSS

www.bifabuk.co.uk

MEMORABILIA m MOTORHOMES RACE PARTS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

CLUBMAN

Tel. 01327 308833
Web. www.brianjames.co.uk

3 ’ New products ~ New website

RACE PARTS RACE PRODUCTS

CHAMPIONS OF SAFETY

NSEHROTH
R aacC il N S & Safety Systems

www.schroth.com

www.lifeline-fire.co.uk

RACE PRODUCTS RACEWEAR

Pit 1o Car Radio |
0044(0)1508 o7\

528837 cacr Rapio RN
www.raceradio.co.uk]|

b

ALL OMP RACEWEAR '™=— y\  QC & Fromyour

AVAILABLE NOW OMP desktop to

lU E O r your doorstep
www.ybracing.co.uk .C O .UK 0ss52 604104

RACEWEAR

A

riving

www.piloti-europe.com

RACEWEAR

[fq.ll:) [SCOondl
PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPOR1

www.jjcraceandrally.com

LONDON
MOTORSPORT
SHOWROOM

www.msar.co.uk

'I H_N_" oLD HALL PERFORMANCE LTD

" 2)RED LINE %%

SYNTHETIC OIL 7671 7400

e
sales@redlineoil-europe.com www.redlinecil-europe.com

Sabelt

www.moderacewear.co.uk

RACING CARS FOR SALE
ALAN CORNOCK FCS
BUYING - SELLING - BROKERAGE
www.racingcarsforsale.co.uk
TEL: 01480 891212

Manufacturers of bespoke
split im alloy wheels

www.imagewheels.co.uk

HAUTOSPORT.com

_‘A

TO ADVERTISE'IN/THE!WEB DIRECTORY PLEASE!CALL
s 020/8267 5858/0R E-MAIL autosport.ads@haymarket.com




Day-In, Day-Out, working for you

Building and keeping the respect of your customers takes a special
dedication to creating the best products and the best value for money.
32 years later Brian James Trailers is more commited than ever.

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

new Sprint Shuttle e

A new Sprint Shuttle is a fabulous dual purpose
transporter and race-weekend base. The new
model expands capability and benefits for all
users with a wider body and a taller head height.

A practical full body with all the benefits of
keeping your valued cars clean and safe.

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

new Sprint Shuttle
prices from
£ 4,995 plus vat

Clubman rnge A-max Engp

Race Shuttle RS5

Visit the brand new Brian James Trailers web site at
www.brianjames.co.uk for full details of the product
range and our extensive national stockist network.

www.brianjames.co.uk Tel. 01327 308833

ref.11/02 69



TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

l/ il ERACERIRANS BORINERES RECAINISHES)

HOPKINS 0117 950 924

MOTORSPORT

autosport.ads@haymarket.com

New build 2010, carrying capacity 3 x GT plus 1x formula, luxury office, workshop with
listas etc, 10kva generator, hydrovane compressor

-]
1A
0
1h
N
O
N
-]
=]
N
Q
=
%
(%
@
L)
-
@
>
=
-
2

New build 2009 on used chassis, carrying capacity 3 x GT plus 1 x formula, office,
workshop, generator etc

Luxury transporter with living 3 car capacity, sleeping for 6, shower, toilet, satellite,
10kva geni, every possible extra.

1x 2011 chassis in stock that can be finished to any specification for April delivery POA
10 trailers pre conversion in stock, they can be finished to any specification.

www.hopkinsmotorsport.com

RACE TRANSPORTERS TO FIT ANY BUDGET
DESIGN - SALES ' BUILD - MODIFICATION - ACCESSORIES




ILERS & TRANSPORTERS

RL 5000

£7,300 + vat

Call Us Now! tel. 01327 263 384

www.woodfordtrailers.com sales@woodfordtrailers.com

RL 6000

£9,500 + vat

ALL SLTD

25 years experience, providing our services in Motorsport, Automotive
and Specialist Logistics dealing with our customers and their clients
varied requests at races, special events, exhibitions, shows, photo shoots,
TV and general events we can provide the

Vehicle Transport

Parts Transport

People Movement
Exhibition/Event Services
Logistics

www.alltransportsltd.com

All Transports Ltd, 7 Frederick Street, Waddesdon, Bucks, HP18 OLU Mob: 07971 481 297

Leyland Daf 7.5 Tonne, single car transporter, ideal for FF1600 car or Caterham. £5,850 ono John Brown

Engineering on 01903 725408 or 07919523340

with twin bunks,
2007, 8,600 miles, twin
slide, 6.9 tonne so non
hgv. Extra’s to include,
twin air con, satellite

TV, three TV’s, inverter, external gas point for BBQ, external 250 watts/
channel amp and two large disco speakers, six stack cd and hi-fi with iPod
connection, excellent cond. throughout. £45,950.00.

previously raced in
mini cooper challenge
and other saloon
championships to
include three sets of
rims and tyres, race
preped and ready to
race or would make
super track day car
£9,950.00.

Tel Steve on 07778 316373 or email at danwoodhomesltd@googlemail.com

MONACO - Windsor RV 38 ft Quad Slide Out 6 Berth, only 7500 miles, yr
Nov 2004, POA, Reg by Neg, A/C, Hyd Jacks, TV Sat System, Leather Chairs/
Sofa, Reversing Monitor, Invertor/Charger, 12V Awning, Alarm, NavTrak,
Washer/Dryer, Microwave, 4 Door Fridge/Freezer, 2 x Sofas, Dsl Generator &
Many More Features.

Contact Arthur Tel: 01621 776391 or arthur@bradwellmarina.com

Race Car & Trailer Insurance

Covering all risks of physical damage or loss to your race car and trailer

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Premiums stasting at £240'p.a
Cover includes:
In storage at home
In transit

= MOTORSPORT INSURANCE
In storage at circuit

Optional Personal Accident for £95
p.a + IPT

We offer tailor-made packages to suit
your individual needs
To find out more call 0207 929 6880 or email
Jaz.Bareham@oamps-sr.com

We also cover rally/sprint/drag cars

and motorbikes www.oampslondon.com/motorsport

With highly experienced Motorsport Brokers- OAMPS Special Risks offers
innovative solutions to all your insurance problems

i By i Look Beyond

optional colour finishes shown

PRG Trailers | Cheshire | UK | Tel: +44 (0) 1270 812402
Web: www.prgtrailers.co.uk | Email: info@prgtrailers.co.uk
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RACE & RALLY CARS

DRIVES AVAILABLE

speedsport drive SHAWN TAYLOR RACING

Speedsport have applied over 30 years of motorsport experience
to deliver the perfect track day. Whether a track day novice or an
aspiring race driver, our instructors can teach you all you need to
know to learn new circuits and improve your driving

- 1.0n 1 driver tuition in our Honda Civic Type R

- Learn new circuits and improve your lap times

- Championship winning race drivers instructing you
These include multiple single seater champion Callum Macleod and
tin-top ace Stefan Hodgetts

- Unlimited number of laps and as much track time as possible

-
4
as well as demo laps from your instructor ISTRICUP)DRIVESJAVAIUABLE
- On board video footage and data for detailed analysis

4 AUDI A4 DTM CARS FOR SALE = VXR SERIES
LARGE SPARE PARTS PACKAGE AVAILABLE i N

For more information please contact Petr Najman. AL E‘:';;' o
www.speedsportdrive.co.uk

il nai . 01327 858 167
Email: najman@brt.cz Tel: 00420603888863 info@speedsport.co.uk e 49 0y Tel: 01603 626 668 Email: racing@strcup.co.uk

autosport.ads@haymarket.com
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MOSLER SUPER GT

WINNER BRITCAR NIGHT RACE. POLE, FASTEST LAP.
T
. -
BRAND NEW 2011 SISTER CAR AVAILABLE FOR 2nd DRIVER (ARRIVE & DRIVE)
POTENTIAL CHAMPIONSHIP WINNER, BRITCAR, DUTCH SUPERCAR, ETC. CHAMPAGNE
HOSPITALITY & TV COVERAGE. BUDGET NEGOTIABLE.

Tel 07870 601 672 email fred-davies@live.co.uk




DRIVES AVAILABLE

RACE & RALLY CARS
- wwywes )

Drive at the Sebring 12h
rive at the Sebring 12hrs SCUDERIAVITTORIA

Pre Season Testing Program

Renault Clio Cup
Ginetta G50

UK race team WRO have a drive available for the Sebring 12hrs in their Formula Le Mans car, with drivers °
already signed and team members that have won at Le Mans 24hrs and in LMS and World Sports Cars Asca I'I GT3
you will be working with a team that know how to win.
A 2 day test is also planned at Sebring.
Contact

Please contact Daniel Woodard for driver pack | Tel No. 0044 7867 556 690 q Ao f] q
pack | drives@scuderiavittoria.com or 07817 017269

EMail: woodardracing@gmail.com | Skype: daniel-woodard

Drives Available

Full professional support

2010 championship winning cars
Coaching by 2010 championship winner
G55 / G50, British GT, Britcar, GT Cup

plansmotorsport

road : track : race

2010 spec chassis, latest August
2010 Engine, Gearbox and
software, Chassis painted grey
and bodywork currently Red,
perfect condition, maintained
regardless of cost, the best
available on the Market.

£150,000

Massive spares package available at additional cost to include .
complete gearbox, suspension, bodywork etc. Lots of spares with the car.

. £60,000.00 Plus VAT
Contact Chad Racing on 01268 690808 . S .
E-mail — chad.racingltd@yahoo.com Tel - 07803 669894 Email - chris@jamiehunterracing.co.uk

RACING CARS

e 1\_ Full Service
RUVERY ﬁ Renting solluiflons

of Mercedes-Benz 500 SLC Rally cars

PORSCHE 911 FROM 1965
A very well known, genuine and fast 911
prepared by Duel Motorsports/ NL. Many wins
at great events such Spa Six Hours, Silverstone
Classic, etc.. Dutch road registered. HTP papers,
race ready and fully information and pictures
upon request. Price: €130.000.

WWW. sﬂver—arrows com I e mall jack. dekeuzer@sﬂver—arrows com

ROAD CARS FOR SALE

WEB DIRECTORY
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MARKETPLACE RACE & RALLY CARS

APPOINTMENTS




PRODUCT SHOWCASE

RACING FUEL CELLS

ATL’S “ALL FUEL" SAVER CELL
FT3-1999 FIA HOMOLOGATED

FIA Homologated to FIA/FT3-1999 Specification
Suitable for "All Fuels’ (gasoline, diesel, ethanol)
Ultra Low cost

Can be upgraded to accept an Internal Collector with
Returnless Technology

e Strong, Robust, Tough, Crash Resistant

E: atl@atlltd.com

Tel: 01908351700 sl MM o

brembc;
—

SOLE UK IMPORTER & DISTRIBUTOR

nrede =

2210 Silverstone Technology Park
Silverstone Circuit, Northants NN12 8TN
www.modeperformance.co.uk
steve@modeperformance.co.uk

Call 01327 855 999 for more details

Visit www.deutsch.net for more information,
a list of our worldwide distributors or to
download a technical datasheet.

Alternatively call +44 (0) 1424 852722 or email
autosport@deutsch.net

DEUTSCH

AUTOSPORT

A STEP AHEAD

@} FiA Rain Light

CARTEK now produce the
smallest and lightest rain
light that meets the latest
FIA specification for size,
intensity and viewing angle.
Future Proof.

Solid, robust construction
with 2x M6 studs.

Can be mounted vertically
or horizontally.

3
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demon tweeks
WA ONT I@OJKET? . MARDI GRAS
LYAOTORS EORTY MOTORSPORT

LCARTEK AUTOMOTIVE ELECTRONICS Ltd
44 (0)2380 637600 www.CARTEKMOTORSPORT.com

ECU/Exchange Loom/Throttle Body Packages available

(omplex modern eng
No problem <&

Our ECU's are capable of
dealing with the most
complex of modern engines
without the need to change
sensors or sacrifice key
features such as variable

ECU solutions for:
Honda S2000and K20A
Ford ST170 and Duratec

Toyota 2ZZ

BMW Single

BMW Twin VANOS
Audi1.8T and 5 cylinder
ChevroletLS7.

- _ S
. ')series

Get the very best from
any engine and from only £495.00 -+ VAT.

DTAfast, 10 Boston Court, Kansas Ave, Salford M50 2GN
Tel: +44 (0)161 877 1419 Fax: +44 (0)161 877 7086
Email: office@dtafast.co.uk Website: www.dtafast.co.uk

EVANS

NPG-R ENGINE COOLANT 100% STAND ALONE
WATERLESS COOLANT A UNIQUE RACE PROVEN RACE
WINNING FORMULATION THAT REALLY WORKS.

« NPG-R NEVER BOILS OVER

« ELIMINATES DETONATION

« ELIMINATES PUMP CAVITATION

CALL NOWTO FIND OUT HOW NPG ENGINE COOLANT
CAN BE USED IN YOUR RACE ENGINE. WE HAVE NPG FOR-
MULATIONS FOR RACE, FAST ROAD, ROAD, TURBO DIESEL.

WWW.EVANSCOOLING.NET
01775630958
DEEPING ST. NICHOLAS, SPALDING, ENGLAND

Dump your sump plug,
purchase a Quick Valve™

Make your
engine oil
change...
From
£19.97

Cleaner
Quicker
Easier

Sizes to fit over 95% of vehicles

www.quickvalve.co. uk

wwwi.thinkauto.com
020 8568 1172




MARKETPLACE

X
ENGINEERING

Championship winning
engine rebuilding and
preparation
Modern and Historic
Contact Paul Knapton
01922 454 858

paul@xtecengineering.com

n-_ l._+_'

% Unit 1, Jubilee Works
Vale Street, Bolton

F Lancashire BL2 6QF

Tel:- 01204 544900
Fax:- 01204 544901

Official UK main dealers for all shelters,
spares, accessories and custom graphics.

E-Z UP" Instant Shelters
- gkl v Order by debit/credit card.
> v Competitive prices.
v Next Day UK Delivery.
v Full Product Spares.

Sections 8/9 Unit 4
London Road Ind Estate
Baldock

Hertfordshire

SG7 6NG

Sizes 5'x5' up to 20'x20'.
Custom Graphics
and Accessories

GEARBOXES

Leading UK manufacturer
with 30 years developing and
producing high performance
transmission and driveline
components

NEW 2011
Catalogue

Order yours
TODAY

* Bespoke design and manufacture
¢ Digital design & development

¢ Gear cutting & super finishing

¢ Gearbox overhauls

® Servicing & spares

¢ Manufactured in UK

RACE PRODUCTS

EXPERT ADVICE MASSIVE STOCKS RAPID DELIVERY

JMJ Automobilia
Suppliers of Race Memoribilia
since 1992

Florida, USA (609) 575-1143

email: JIMJ@JMJAUTO.COM
WWW.JMJAUTO.COM

WANTED!

MOTORSPORT MEMORABILIA.

Autographs, team wear, car parts, programs,
models etc. Single items or job lots! Cash waiting.
Please email your items to tim.griffin1@btinter-
net.com 07773783336

LOW CALL RATE cALLS MAY BE RECORDED FOR TRAINING PURPOSES

LSDs from £535.80

\I'III!II’I‘II®

R A C

"u

5

" PROVENTOWORK -
. PROVENTOWIN
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Admiral MultiCar

Cheaper car insurance
for homes with two

or more cars

With Admiral MultiCar,
you get a MultiCar
discount on all your
cars. More cars mean
bigger discounts!

Call us now on

0800 600 880

or visit admiral.com

ROAD CARS FOR SALE

WEB DIRECTORY

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

RACE & RALLY CARS
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APPOINTMENTS



MARKETPLACE

Simon Lewis Transport Books Huge new website
now online. Books, Photos and memrobilia. Please

MARDI GR.AS ) visit: www.simonlewis.com. PO Box 9, Coleford,
———a

Gloucestershire, GL16 8YF Tel: (01594) 839369.

\ MOTORSPORT | simon@simonlewis.com Mastercard/Visa welcomed.

(= =]
\'\\ Sal CarP g Established 1985
aloon Car Preparation o CF PRODUCTS

Unit 45, Silverstone Circuit tel: 01327 858006 fax: 01327 858800

Towcester email: info@mardigras.co.uk e fdce al;en;a.tt)l;s,
Northampton NN12 8GZ web: www.performanceclutch.co.uk  race electrica
— = isolation systems, s d .
g7/ il ace slectical matorepon dsthiburers for
Distributors and agents for: = proparation Lo,
g ° —r’ looms, gauges, lamps, the tesa range of tapes.

Tape stock always available

X fans, pumps etc. A

V D o (S1813 ] - . _p at our Silverstone base.
l<_t l<_t Race Car Electrics Unit 7, Littleworth Business Centre,
mnw

RACING FUEL CELLS Performance Instruments Stable Lane, Vicarage Road, BEXLEY, Kent. DAS 2AW. We also supply Helicopter
Tapes, aluminium foil tapes etc.
Tel: 01322 553443 M: 07541 131900

FIRE SERVICES E-mail: racecarelectrics@hotmail.co.uk m%%gﬁ&g&gﬁ&ﬁfgﬂi
Extinguisher Refills on Site www.racecarelectrics.co.uk www.speedsport.Co.UK  aaistockists

VARLEY RED YoP" IO EITEN RACEWEAR

Fire & Safety Systems Lid.

RACING Jgesrssnyance

F
EZEIMUGEN BRAKES

autosport.ads@haymarket.com

AR rvro Line S

ibacl E.E,A.;,_R!-,’,S, &Castrol

SPRINGS

HONDA w" SCHRICK
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PREMISES TO LET

We have spare capacity for a small classic/historic preparation company or a : . : = :
self employed technician to operate from our West Midlands factory. - 2011 Ran ge Available
Use of our many performance facilities including =
Rolling road — Dyno bay — Machine shop - Parts department Engine building Silverstone Technol‘ogy Park
etc can he made available. % > X
s ) Silverstone Circuit, Northants
All options - ideas considered

Flexible terms - deals to suit both parties =5 T: 01 327 858 349

If you have any queries, please contact : Lk
Alan Goodwin on 01384 572553 sales@moderacewear.co.uk

or email info@aldonauto.co.uk.

Aldon Automotive Ltd. Breener Industrial Estate, Station Drive WWW.m 0 d e ra c ew e a I. c o U k

Brierley Hill, West Midlands. DY5 3JZ

FOR ALL YOUR
== AVON

TYRES
MOTORSPORT
- RACING TYRES
i : . BE Inc. ACB 10 Formula Ford
MOTORSPORT _ | PO% s | p : Contact
FREE 2011 MOTORSPORT CATALOGUE | — oot BMTR LTD
HAVE YOU GOT YOURS YET! I\'-. Y == | Tel: 0121 331 1122

Fax: 0121 331 1144
email: sales@bmtr.co.uk

[
www.demon-tweeks.co.uk oo |
all times. (Calls should

TeI. 0906 250 l 5‘ 6 last no longer than 5 - . see our new web site at www.bmtr.co.
o 1/2 minutes). =
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MARKETPLACE

RACE PRODUCTS RACEWEAR

PORSCHESHOP:.«

24-HR * WORLD-WIDE * PARTS-DIRECT

BOXSTER, CAYMAN, TURBO, HISTORIC,
811, 868, 844, GT3, RSR, CUP CAR,
20,000+ OE.M. LINES =

G ©bombe IZPAGID RECARD ||
m plioll =i B -
A dba

EPR SOLE UK DISTRIBUTORS

HUGE STOCKS * IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
UK STOCKISTS REQUIRED

PROFESSIONAL MOTORSFPORT EQUIPRMEMNT

A ORERE

RACING SY BTEME

|
SAFETY HARNESSES A
Wainwright Close, Churchfields Ind. Est, et
St. Leonards-On-Sea, .
East Sussex, TN38 9PP England > A <
mnmwm
Tel: 01424 854499 = =
Fax; 01424 854488
email:sales@corbeau-seats.co.uk q == ) ' i e
www.corbeau-seats.co.uk = " -

email:sales@Ilukeracing.co.uk :
www.lukeracing.co.uk Unit 1, Sil y Park, Silverstone Circuit, T , Northants, NN12 8TN

STOP PRESS

SGCHROTH®

R & C 1 NN G

m LY e 3 & \ g3 Official technical supplier to Force India Formula One Team 2010

£15,995

. call today fora
' FREEinfo pack!.

to freedom!

if you love cars, you'll love Car Medic International

be your own boss... start a smart repair business today! No experience
needed as unlimited and continuous training is provided

repair bumpers, body work, dents, plastic, glass, alloys
and more to ‘as new’

call FREE 24 hours 08080 37 37 37
or visit www.carmedic.co.uk

o n v S www.schroth.com BAE SYSTEMS
alternatively, you can find us on facebook!

MARKETPLACE
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autosport.ads@haymarket.com

To advertise call 020 8267 5027
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AAUTOSPORT

APPOINTMENTS

PUBLICATION DATE EVERY THURSDAY

BOOKING DEADLINE MIDDAY MONDAY PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
COPY DEADLINE MONDAY 5PM PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
ALL ADVERTS PLACED FEATURE IN THE APPOINTMENTS SECTION

OF AUTOSPORT.COM FOR ONE WEEK

CALL 020 8267 5027

ANDREW.BARCLAY@HAYMARKET.COM

FOR ALL AVAILABLE VACANCIES PLEASE GO TO THE JOBS SECTION OF AUTOSPORT.COM

Motorsport Opportunities

Are You Enthusiastic - Ambitious - Self Motivating

Experienced in retail sales - have motorsport knowledge
from karting to F1. Have drive and self confidence with the
ability to see outside the box whilst
having a passion for sales.

Finally if you are not frightened of work and want a future
in motorsport, then e-mail your C.V today.

Vacancies for: Retail Sales, Business Development
Account Management.
E-Mail Your CV to opportunities@gprdirect.com

Grand Prix Racewear unit 1, Silverstone Tech Park,
Silverstone Circuit,

NN12 8TN

Engineering vacancy within leading UK Motorsport Organisation for a
Data/Systems Engineer. (Fixed Term Contract)

The role will assume a high level of responsibility for the on-car data
logging systems in the interest of performance and reliability.
The successful applicant will have a proven track record in data analysis
engineering within a top international level GT/ Formula championship.

Experience with the following Data recording systems would be preferred.

Motec 12 Pro and ADL 4.2/4.5
Bosch Motorsport data logging systems
SPA Dyno 6

Attending UK based race weekends and some European events required.

@wu_l_lAMs F1

Wind Tunnel Technician

You will be part of a team responsible for the smooth and
effective running of our Aerodynamic Test Facility, and for the
execution of test programmes defined by the Aerodynamicists.
Your role will include the installation, fitting and modifying

of model parts as well as operating the facility control systems
to ensure tests are performed in a timely and thorough manner.

Possessing an engineering qualification, you will ideally have
experience in the race car environment. Wind tunnel
experience would be advantageous, however a practical
hands-on approach with vehicles is just as significant. With
a flexible approach to working hours, you will be prepared

to work a continental shit pattern of days and nights. You will
demonstrate the drive and motivation to make a difference,
and do what it takes to win.

Model Maker

We are seeking an experienced and motivated Model Maker
to join our day shift. Experience in model making, machining
or composites, within a Formula One/motorsport environment
is desirable, as is the confidence and ability to produce models
of the highest quality within tight timeframes. Ideally, you will
have completed an apprenticeship or a period of formal
training. You will be expected to remain flexible in your
approach to work and thrive in a team environment.

To apply, please visit our website at attwiliams.com and
select the Recruitment option under the Team heading.

Closing date: Friday 18th February 2011.

E-mail C.V to Autosport.ads@haymarket.com

With reference PO BOX 1101 in the subject line.

ML,

Mofaz Racing Ltd
Position Title: Race Team Truckie (Class 1)

Mofaz Racing requires a Race Team Truckie for the 2011 World Series by Renault season.

The successful candidate will have: a minimum of a full season at F3 level or above, be
fully conversant with Race tyre & fuel management trackside, be able to work in a high
pressure environment with minimal supervision, display initiative, be self motivated,
work to and maintain extremely high standards and be a team player.

If you have all of these attributes and can commit to a full season please send your GV to
hr@mofazuk.com detailing your salary expectations.

J R M\, MSUMOCNTLIGT

Due to the ongoing development of its motorsport activity, the JRM Group,
incorporating Sumo Power GT, is currently looking to recruit the following personnel:

¢ Chief Mechanic

¢ Number One Mechanics

* Number Two Mechanics

¢ Truck Driver (to include management of spares and tyres)
Applicants should have experience of working with GT cars, preferably up to a
minimum of GT3 level. They will be based at the company’s purpose-built
headquarters in Rye, East Sussex, and be expected to work to extremely high
standards. Flexible hours and weekend working will be required from time to time.
The company offers competitive rates of pay and good employee benefit packages.
To apply for these positions, please provide a CV and details of relevant experience.

JRM Group

Sumo Power GT
Harbour Road, Rye
East Sussex TN31 7TE

info@jrm-group.com
Telephone: +44 (0)1797 222281
Fax: +44 (0)1797 225264
WWW.jrm-group.com




LOTUS
RENAULT

Stress Engineer

Your primary responsibility will be to undertake the structural analysis of metal and
composite components and assemblies using the latest Finite Element techniques.
Your duties will include the definition of the relevant test procedures in close liaison
with the designer and the R&D department to achieve successful structural sign off
and to assist with problem solving for those parts.

The ideal candidate will have:
¢ An Engineering Degree or similar

¢ Substantial level of metal and composite structural analysis experience
in the aerospace or motorsport industry

¢ Experience in the following types of software
— Abaqus & Hyperworks (especially Hyperview and Hypermesh)
— Optistruct, Genesis, Isight or Optimus
— Patran, Nastran, Laminate Modeller, FibreSim & Matlab

— Catia V5 and its FE analysis modules
Reliahility Administrator

As a member of the Design Office you will be responsible for the maintenance,
administration, specification and testing of the team’s Fault, Lifing & Servicing
Systems. On a daily basis you will be working closely with the Chief Designers,
the Design Office, the Race Team and the Inspection staff.

On occasions you will also be required to cover for the Event Lifer and the Fault
List Author which includes attending limited track events.

The ideal candidate will have a strong background in race car design or
operations, be computer literate and have experience in database administration
or use.

Candidates for both of the above positions will need to be self motivated,
capable of working with minimal supervision to tight deadlines and be confident in
communicating in a team environment and at all seniority levels.

Please apply in writing with current CV, salary expectations
and quoting job reference number to:

Human Resources

Lotus Renault GP Lid

Enstone

Oxfordshire 0X7 4EE

Email hr@lotusrenaultgp.com

Closing date 17" February 2011

Rockingham
Events Coordinator Corby, Northamptonshire
£Competitive Salary + Commission + Benefits

The UK's most innovative motor racing circuit, Rockingham, is seeking to
recruit an Events Coordinator in a permanent role. Being a key member of the
team, you will be responsible for the administration, management and delivery
of events at Rockingham including Testing, Track Days, Race Hospitality and
Trade Stands.

You will need a flexible approach to working hours (including some weekends)
and enjoy working as part of a team, as the successful applicant will be
required to support the team on other events as and when required. Good
communication and organisational skills are essential, as well as the ability to
work under pressure.

Experience within the industry is preferable but not essential, the successful
candidate must have good IT skills and be able to prioritise and respond to
constantly changing demands.

To apply please forward your CV and covering letter to hr@rockingham.co.uk
or post it to HR Manager, Rockingham Motor Speedway, Mitchell Road,
Corby, Northamptonshire. NN17 5AF.

Closing date: Thursday 10" February

ROAD CARS FOR SALE

WEB DIRECTORY
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COSWORTH
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Track Support Analysis Engineer

The track based role will be responsible for engine performance and will be a key
technical role reporting directly to the Track Support Manager. You will be required to
attend all race and test events with the assigned Formula 1 team.

Monitoring & performance analysis of all event engine running. Technical fault diagnosis
and effective resolution where applicable. Development and management of engine
run programs.Generation of track event summaries and technical engine reports. \‘1
Development of software tools to aid engine performance management. }\
! &
h \

The successful applicant will demonstrate extensive working knowledge of MES System
Monitor and ATLAS software packages. The position requires a strong academic
background, excellent inter-personal skills, proven team player credentials and

autosport.ads@haymarket.com

3
-
preferably have experience in a similar technical support role.

Design Engineers

To work on various projects. You will have a strong background in the design of engine
or rotating machinery components or systems gained in an automotive or aerospace
environment and be fluent in 3D CAD modelling and detailing.

Analysis and Simulation Engineers

You will have a strong background in some or all of the following disciplines: stress,
modal and dynamic analysis, system modelling and engine performance simulation.
Experience of engines is desirable, but is not as important to have as the ability to
provide innovative and efficient solutions to a wide variety of analytical challenges.

Development Engineers

You will have a good understanding of mechanical systems, and strong analytical and
problem solving skills, with a background in some or all of the following disciplines:
internal combustion engine performance and systems, engine and rig testing
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installations and procedures, race and/or OEM engine management systems and
calibration. Applicants with relevant development skills from an aerospace or green
energy (hybrid or electric vehicle) technology background are also welcome.

Track Support Engineer

An opportunity exists within the Engineering Group for an experienced track support
engineer to work on GT sports car and other racing series. The successful applicant will
ideally have had significant experience with Pectel and McLaren Electronic Systems
engine control units and be able to develop fuelling and traction control strategies to

a high level. Dyno running and racing calibration experience is essential. He/she must
be able to work well within the customer team environment whilst ensuring logistical,
engine and component life considerations are efficiently managed.

Senior Applications Engineer

Powertrain electronics calibration support in professional motorsport. This is a customer
focused role based in Cosworth’s electronics division in Cambridge.

All applicants must be excellent communicators and want to work in a strong team environment.
Rewards packages will be commensurate with experience. Please apply in writing with a covering
letter and your current CV to clrecruit@cosworth.com

www.cosworth.com




» All the national & club race, rally and historic news. Plus full reports and results round-up

NATIONALRACING -« HISTORICS + CLUB -

Baby Bertha (left) was
aSuper Saloons star

Super Saloons to race again

Mallory Park event to attract Modsports and Super Saloons back to racing

MODSPORTS AND SUPER
Saloons will return to racing

in the UK this season thanks
to the Classic Sports Car Club.

An event for Modified Sports
(‘Modsports’), Modified, Special and
Super Saloons, Thundersaloons and
ex-Donington GT contenders will be
held at Mallory Park on Bank Holiday
Monday, August 29.

Historic racer Joe Ward has already
entered Baby Bertha, the V8-engined
Vauxhall Firenza in which Gerry Marshall
was almost invincible in the 1970s. Also
currently in the entry are Jon Lee, in Tony
Hazlewood’s DAF V8, and Dave Taylor’s
ex-Mick Hill Fso00 Trojan-based VW
Beetle-Chevrolet.

CSCC competition director Hugo
Holder believes the event could bring out
as many as 18 cars.

Dafand Beetle V8sare
entered for Mallory race

“Many people grew up watching
Special Saloons: Marshall in his
Vauxhalls, Hill and Doug Niven
in the Beetle, Peter Baldwin in a variety
of outlandish Minis, various Skodas and
highly modified Lotus Elans,” he said.

“Modified cars were the backbone of
UK club racing, even making it onto BBC
TV. Those cars have disappeared from the
club scene but many are still in garages
waiting for an opportunity to be used.”

Entries for the invitation-only event
will be limited to period cars (pre-1983
Modsports and pre-1993 Saloons).

While the ultimate Special Saloons,
the hybrid ‘Superloons’ of the 7os, used
F1, Fs000 and F2 running gear — or
simply two-litre Chevron and Lola
sports-racers reclothed as Skodas —
the rules allowed free expression. They
essentially demanded the location of the

base model’s engine and transmission
should remain, and stipulated a small
wheelbase tolerance.

As the cost of running these cars
redirected owners to F5000 or Group 8
single-seaters (where prize money could
defray similar running costs) they faded,
to be replaced by steel-bodied Modsaloons
that were seen to be more cost-effective
and encouraged the use of modern shells.

Modsports grew out of the popular
Marque Sports events of the 1950s and
’60s. Regulations were more restrictive,
limiting cars to original chassis
construction and engine blocks, with
limited aerodynamic appendages. A large
variety of cars took part at its height in
the ’70s, from Hillman Imp-engined
Davrian, Ginetta Gi15 and Clan Crusader
models, through Triumph Spitfires,
Ginetta G4s, Lotus Elans, Austin-Healey
3000s, Jaguar E-types and Porsche 911s.

The Donington GT series encapsulated
all of the above in what was the last
high-profile bastion of the modified
saloon and sportscar builder’s era.

Holder confirmed the CSCC hopes
to run more races if the pilot event is
a success, and there could be another
outing at Castle Combe in October.

“You’ve got to have a go and see what
the reaction is,” he said. “We are looking
at running more in the future. It’s a
chance to see much-missed cars.”

Formula Ford ace Ellinas joins
Atech for Renault push, p]sz

AUTOSPORT SAYS...

KEVIN
TURNER
NATIONAL
EDITOR

kevin.turner
(@haymarket.com

PEOPLE WHO saw them first time
around tell me the Super Saloons
and Modsports cars were some of
the most spectacular ever seen in
club motorsport.

Gerry Marshall's Baby Bertha is
probably the most famous, but any
machine that clothes Formula 1,
F5000 or F2 underpinnings with a
saloon silhouette on steroids has
to be worth alook.

Because the cars vary so wildly the
likelihood of a close race at Mallory
may be small, but if the Classic Sports
Car Club succeeds in getting some of
these iconic machines back on track
it has to be judged a success. Just
seeing the cars driven hard will
make it worthwhile, even if there
aren’t Formula Ford-levels of
wheel-to-wheel racing.

A category that ran concurrently
with Super Saloons back in the
1970s, but has long since been
revived is Sports 2000. And, like
the tin-top monsters, the category
still has many fans.

| found that out a couple of weeks
ago, after | wrote about various
sportscar categories in this column.
Somehow | neglected to mention
Sports 2000, which made my inbox
a tad more full than normal after
the issue appeared.

It’s true that Sports 2000,
particularly the Duratec flavour, has
been one of the most successful
multi-marque series over the
past couple of years. But it has
occasionally struggled to provide
the closeness of racing to match
its quality grids.

With Pinto champion David
Houghton moving up to Duratec (see
page 83), and runaway 2010 champ
Neil Burroughs separated from his
rapid Gunn, there’s a chance we could
see a more open title fight this year.

Extra contact details
Ben Anderson, editorial assistant
ben.anderson@haymarket.com

CONTENTS

p87 RETRO
AMON REUNITED

February 3 2011 autosport.com 81




FormulaRenaunltUK

Atech signs

Iffg_m!;mulaaR

Ellinas for;

aultattack

|

cejoins race-winning Renault squad for 2011 season

CYPRIOT FORMULA Ford
)) star Tio Ellinas has joined
Atech Reid for his graduation
to Formula Renault UK this season.
Ellinas, who won three races in British
Formula Ford last year, shone in recent
tests with most of the leading FRUK
teams. The 19-year-old has now plumped
for the team formerly known as Atech GP
and Hitech Junior.
The latest renaming has been prompted

by a part-takeover of the team by former
Reid Motorsport Superleague team owner
Anthony Reid, who joins founder David
Hayle as joint principal. The team has
relocated to Cardiff.

Atech Reid has snapped up renowned
FRenault engineer Mark Godwin, who
worked with Danny Watts and Duncan
Tappy with Fortec Motorsport when they
won the 2002 and ’07 titles respectively.

Godwin has made the move after

canning plans to enter FRUK with his own
team, MGR Motorsport, which made a
strong debut when it claimed podium
finishes in the Winter Cup with BARC
graduate Luke Wright. He has sold his
car to Antel Motorsport (see page 85).

MGR has now refocused its attention
on competing in the BARC series, with
Godwin running the squad in addition
to his Atech Reid duties.

“T've agreed a technical partnership to

Atech wonraces
with Kissin 2010

engineer with Atech,” said Godwin.
“That was off the back of a decision not
to do Renault UK with MGR, coupled
with the fact that Luke couldn’t raise the
money. We are in discussions with Luke
about doing Renault BARC this year.”
Godwin is hoping to run a three-car
team in FRenault BARC. MGR is also
weighing up a programme in the
revamped InterSteps series, which
is using old Formula BMW chassis.

Radical Nevada Cup

Brundles to
share Radical

FORMER GRAND Prix driver Martin
Brundle will team up with son Alex to
race in the Radical Nevada Cup at the
Ascari Race Resort on February 26.
The pair will share a works-run
SR8 RX for two 45-minute races at the
Spanish circuit, as Brundle Jr prepares
to return to Formula 2 after a tough
2010 campaign in British F3.
Alex has already sampled sports-
prototype racing, having finished
second in a one-off SPEED series outing

at Silverstone last September - sharing

a Jota Sport-run Ligier with Simon Dolan.

Brundle Sr, who wishes to return to
the Le Mans 24 Hours, said: “It’s just
for fun really and to keep Alex’s
shoulders and neck working before
he tests the F2 car [againl.”

L

EBREY/LAT

Brundles will
racean SR8

PhoenixPark

Backing needed for Phoenix Park

THE PHOENIX PARK meeting
is again in jeopardy as organisers
fight to find financial backing.

The Dublin-based event has been
cancelled twice in the past three
years - in 2008 and last season,
when it only attracted 28 entries.

There had been rumours that the
2011 event had also been cancelled,
but clerk of the course and race
committee chairman Ann Stevens
has stated it is still in Motorsport
Ireland’s calendar.

Nevertheless, she did confirm
backing needs to be found. “We
need to attract sponsorship to
make the event work,” said Stevens.

“Following last year’s cancellation,
| had a couple of calls from people
asking how much was needed, so I've
gone back to them to see if they are
interested in sponsoring this year’s
races. | haven’t given up at all.”

Stevens confirmed the future of
the event was not in jeopardy, even if
this year’s running cannot go ahead.

|

MOTORSPORT
INSURANCE
SERVICES

EVERY type of insurance that ANY person involved in Motorsport may require

ON EVENT - PERSONAL ACCIDENT -

MOTORTRADE - COMMERCGIAL - LIABILITY

www.rallyinsurance.co.uk or call 01943 884555

Motorsport Insurance Services Limited is Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority
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Castle Combe FormulaFord

Castle Combe considers Duratec
Formula Ford series for 2012

DURATEC-ENGINED Formula Fords
could get their first club series next
year at Castle Combe.

Despite becoming part of the British
Formula Ford Championship in 2006
and being proposed as a potential
club-level powerplant (see AUTOSPORT,
November 6 2008), the 1600cc Duratec
engine has not been accepted into any
other UK Formula Ford series.

Now Combe’s recently appointed
competitions secretary Haydn Earl, and

Duratec FFords could
be seen more at Combe

former racer Roger Orgee, are
arranging discussions with the FF1600
community to consider introducing

a Duratec series in 2012.

Earl, who used to run the Wiltshire
Motorsport College team in Combe
FF1600, said: “One of the problems
we always had was where to go next
[after Combe FF1600]. We couldn’t
afford British Formula Ford.

“From a cost perspective there
are some real benefits with Duratecs.

“We’re canvassing
opinion to look at the
possibility of running
a series, preferably
standalone.”

Most post-2000
chassis can be converted
to Duratec-spec relatively
easily. A Scholar-engined
Spectrum is already being
prepared for evaluation.

[ EBREY/LAT

Sports2000

Pinto champ Houghton steps up

REIGNING SPORTS “Pinto has been Diemen works because
2000 Pinto champion competitive for the past of the development and
David Houghton will two years, but once aero tests we’ve done
step up to the Duratec you’ve won you either [with the Pinto carl.”
category this season. have to stick around and AUTOSPORT

Houghton won five
times in eight races in his
Van Diemen RFSCO2 to
take the Pinto title last
year. He has put the car
up for sale and will now
graduate to Duratecs.

Alfa Romeo and
S2000 preparation
specialist Chris Snowdon
Racing ran Houghton
to his title and the
partnership will stay
together this season.
CSR is currently building
up a Duratec-spec Van
Diemen for him to race.

defend it or move up,”
said Houghton, whose
car will be the first
Duratec Van Diemen with
a sequential gearbox.
“We know the Van

Houghton was
2010 Pinto champ

understands Duratec
frontrunner Robert
Oldershaw will race the
Gunn TST11in which Neil
Burroughs dominated
Duratecs in 2010.

Historics

Turner to race historic tin-top

ASTON MARTIN factory racer
Darren Turner and the unrelated
James Turner, a former Aston
commercial manager, are planning to
race together in historics this season.

The pair has bought a 1958 Ford
Zodiac Mk2 for some fun in historic
touring car events.

“I've become pretty much addicted

to historic racing since | raced Andy
Hack’s Mini [Cooper S] and Ludovic
Caron’s AC Cobra at Goodwood and
love the social side,” said Darren.
“We've talked about sharing a
car for a while and snapped up
the Zodiac, which was due to be
auctioned at the AUTOSPORT show.
I'm excited but haven’t seen it yet.”

MARCUS PYE

HUMBLE PYE

The voice of club motor racing

wo superb awards dinners
| rounded off the 2010 seasonal

celebrations for me last week.
While totally different in concept
and execution, Wednesday’s Motor
Racing Legends function at the
spectacular Royal Automobile Club
in London’s Pall Mall and Saturday’s
750 Motor Club ‘do’ at the rather
less architecturally meritorious
Holiday Inn hotel in Stratford-upon-
Avon were both very special.

Central London logistics aside
- the out-of-towners’ parking
nightmare further hindered by
the remodelling of Pall Mall’'s
historic thoroughfare into a
two-way street, for the 2012
Olympics apparently - the annual
Legends event was made by the
wonderful surprise that Sir Stirling
Moss bestowed upon Duncan
Wiltshire’s august organisation.

As if it was not enough that the
racing knight - who has long lived
barely a mile away, near Hyde Park
Corner - had lent his name to one
of MRL’s race series for sensational
sports cars of the 1950s (and
competed in his OSCA), the
gracious loan of the magnificent
silver trophy that Stirling received
for his maiden world championship
grand prix victory at Aintree in 1955,
driving a Mercedes-Benz W196, for
its annual winner was an
extraordinary gesture indeed.

Alas, in glitzy ‘Oscar’ nights’
tradition, inaugural recipients
Alan and Jason Minshaw could not
be with the hushed throng in the
glorious Mountbatten Room - they

Theloan

‘ of Stirling’s
1955 British Grand
Prix trophy was an

extraordinary gesture’
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Moss brought’55
British GP trophy

were racing in South Africa - thus
they missed out on the pathos of a
unique occasion. Alan’s oldest son,
Jon, thus collected the priceless
trophy on their behalf. “I'm a bit
nervous about having to take it
home on the train in the morning,”
he admitted afterwards.

Three days later, an enormous
number of fine awards (many, like
the Colin Chapman Trophy, steeped
in club tradition) were dispensed to
the great and good of the 750MC,
weekend warriors all, among a
turnout of more than 330 members
and guests. After one of the
hardest-fought seasons on record,
special cheers rang out for Roger
Rowe and Malcolm Scott, who
had to battle throughout Mallory
Park finales to seal their first 750
Formula and F4 titles respectively.

But the most rousing reception
of the night, and a spontaneous
standing ovation, was reserved for
outgoing competitions secretary
Robin Knight. Having steered the
‘low cost’ club’s racing programmes
for more than 20 years - essentially
since the death of Dave Bradley,
who had served for another score
of seasons - with the tireless
support of wife Kathleen and a
close-knit team of volunteers, he
hands it over to Chris Norman in
rude health. Robin’s retirement is
well-earned, but countless friends
hope he will still attend occasional
meetings. They will
still be great, but
not the same
without him.




AAASaloons

ombe to rescue
4WD saloon series

THEFLEDGLING AAA saloon series, which
Saloons category will link  would provide a new
up with Castle Combe home for cars from

to ensure it survives AAA Saloons, as well
into a second season. as modified 2WD cars.

The series, for all types
of 4WD saloon, was
formed after the quickest
Class A cars fell out of
favour in the Combe
Saloon championship.

AAA Saloons enjoyed
a solid first season in
2010, often attracting
grids of more than 10
cars, but series founder
Laurie Kilby said he
could not continue to
underwrite costs for
his competitors.

Kilby and Castle
Combe competitions
secretary Haydn Earl
have discussed forming
a new three-race open

“I don’'t want to fold it
because we had such a
good first year with some
amazing cars and some
amazing races,” said
Kilby. “If we can get three
really good grids maybe
we can branch out.”

With Castle Combe
having recently declared
a ban on 4WD cars from
its saloon series (see
AUTOSPORT, January
20), Earl said: “It makes
sense to look at the
potential of a three-race
series for open saloons.
There’s stuff out there
that sometimes struggles
to find a home.”

ALEX MITCHELL

Esterer took three wins
inrepaired McRae

McRae manbeatsLyons

Jay Esterer bounces back from crash to win all three Formula
5000/F1 encounters in his McRae GM1 at Hampton Downs

AAA Saloons will
live onat Combe

OLIVERREAD |

Darrian wins as rally cars make Brands comeback
Rallying returned to Brands Hatch for the first time in two decades last
weekend, with the TRS Brands Hatch rally stages event. The Darrian
of John Indri/Dave Engwell came out on top of the 80-car entry

EIGHT DAYS after damaging his McRae GM1
)) against the pitwall at New Zealand’s Hampton
Downs circuit, Canadian Jay Esterer completed
a hat-trick of victories in Sunday’s Formula 5000/F1
feature finale back at the North Waikato venue.

Fellow competitors helped the visitor repair his car
and, having dialled it in through the two preliminary
races, Esterer pipped Briton Michael Lyons (Lola T400)
before a large audience in a Tasman GP climax to
the second NZ Festival of Motor Racing.

Having overtaken defending double F5000 Tasman
Cup Revival champion Ken Smith (Lola T430) twice
in the early laps, Esterer had to fend off Briton Mark
Dwyer (Lola T400, who like Smith hit trouble later)

and the hard-charging Lyons.

Lyons said: “Starting from P5 was not ideal, but I
got round Jay at Turns 1, 2 and 4, and had a damn
good go at 5. T don’t think I’ve ever passed a car so
many times and not won the race.”

Esterer survived the pressure to win by 0.267 seconds,
while Peter Dunn (March 73A-5) was the most
consistent British racer, with third, sixth and fourth
finishes. Dwyer bagged second in Saturday’s opener,
while Ron Maydon delighted tribute star Chris Amon
with fifth in the big race in the unique F1 Amon.

P87 Chris Amon'’s car reunion

Gli\lmg Ginettaraces for Tockwith

LEADING GINETTA team Tockwith
Motorsport will not contest any of
the British marque’s single-make
categories this season.

Simon Moore’s squad ran son Nigel
to the inaugural Ginetta G50 Cup title
in 2008 and daughter Sarah to the
Junior championship in’09.

AUTOSPORT understands Tockwith
is considering entering the revamped
InterSteps single-seater category.
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Reigning Formula Palmer Audi
champion Nigel Moore will continue
to have his driving career managed
by Ginetta boss Lawrence Tomlinson,
despite no longer being employed
at the Yorkshire car builder.

Tomlinson said: “I've still got a
contract to manage Nigel, but he
doesn’'t work at the factory anymore.”

Simon Moore was unavailable
as AUTOSPORT closed for press.

Tockwith is leaving
Ginetta series
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BRITISH TOURING Car racers and

former Mini Challenge champions Martin
Depper and Arthur Forster tested an R56

. model at Brands

(left). They plan
to return to the
series this year.

THE MINI Challenge will be officially
recognised by Mini parent company
BMW for the first time this season. All
engines in the top JCW R56 class will
be returned to the BMW engine plant
at Hams Hall for dyno runs, checking
and sealing. The Challenge has also
entered a technical partnership with
Owen Developments, which will deal
with turbos on the R56 cars.

THE PREDATOR Ferrari 430 Scuderia of

Adam Wilcox and Phil Burton will again

contest the British GT Championship this

season. The car, previously prepared
by Rowan Racing, will now be run by
Gerry Wainwright Motorsport.

A SECOND NEW team is set to enter the

Formula Renault BARC Championship
this year. Daytona Motorsport, headed

by Richard Brunning, has already signed

karter Ivan Taranov for its single seat.

GINETTA JUNIOR champion Tom
Ingram, Australian Formula 3 champion
Ben Barker, sportscar racer James
Abbott and successful karter Jordan
King have been chosen to join the
BRDC’s Rising Stars scheme this season.

EX-BTCCRACER Jim Pocklington will
contest the Euro Saloons series this
year ina BMW E46 M3.

THE SUPERFINAL race has been

cut from the British Rallycross
Championship. The Superfinal (below)
has been a part of BRC events since the
MSA British title was reintroduced in
2003, but has
been dropped
now that
SuperModified
class competitors
will get their

own MSA title.

RENAULT CLIO Cup frontrunners
Mike Robinson and James Dixon will
both remain with TCR for the 2011
season. Lee Brookes’s squad willaruna

G40 for Robinson’s switch to the Ginetta
Challenge, while Dixon will return to Clios

after finishing sixth as a rookie in 2010.

EDUARDO RODRIGUES CORREIA
has been announced as the Blendini
Scholarship winner. The Portuguese
driver will now contest the Ma5da MX5

championship with Blendini Motorsport.

Hatch last weekend

FormulaRenault

Antel steps up to FRUK with RSF reject Wells

FORMULA RENAULT BARC team
Antel Motorsport will graduate to the
premier UK series this season with a
single car for Racing Steps Foundation
reject Dan Wells.

The team has already taken delivery
of its ex-Mark Godwin Racing Barazi-
Epsilon chassis and will begin testing
with Wells at Silverstone next week.

Ex-FF1600 racer Wells competed in
the 2010 Formula Renault Winter Cup
with RSF support, before being dropped
by the scheme in favour of McLaren

Antel will expand into FR
UK from the BARC series

protege Oliver Rowland. The pair will
now line up alongside each other on
the 2011 FRUK grid.

“It is going to be quite a challenge,
as both myself and Antel are rookies in
the series, but | am confident that we
will learn quickly and put together a
challenge,” Wells told AUTOSPORT.

“I was obviously disappointed to not
have impressed the RSF sufficiently
during my time with them, but none of
this would have been possible without
coming to RSF’s attention in the first
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place, so | have much to thank them for.

“I first tested with Antel in August
2010 and it was immediately clear to
me that they have the technical skills,
the motivation and the dedication to
win races. We need to learn and grow as
efficiently as possible in order to mount
a challenge to the established teams,
which we are confident of doing.”

Despite Antel being unproven
at this level, team manager Ross
Curnow is confident his squad can
help Wells spring a few surprises in
the partnership’s rookie season.

“Dan did a couple of days in a BARC
car and got on really well considering
his experience,” said Curnow. “Even in
the winter series his lap times were in
the top four or five quickest. Hopefully
we can build on that.

“He’s got no pressure on him - having
not done karting or grown up with the
other lads, no one knows what he’s all
about. It’s a good year to get in there
with him and give ita go.”

New rules and cars

Fishers in historic challenge

for RGB contest

THE REGULATIONS

for the 750 Motor Club’s
Road-Going Bike-engined
(RGB) sportscar
championship have

been revised for 2011.

An engine capacity
limit of 1000cc, down
from 1200cc, will
be introduced.

The move is part of a
rationalisation, aimed
at enabling competitors
to use any four-stroke
production engine up to
the 2008 model year, ina
two-class structure that
separates front and

Chassis constructors
BDN, Contour and Spire
are all building cars this
winter. Fisher Fury racer
Colin Chapman is among
those making the switch
to rear-engined chassis
with one of several BDN
S3s on the stocks.

Spire shook down
its new low-drag GT-3
design, built on an
inboard pushrod-
suspended chassis, at

Brands Hatch last month.

The new car’s aero
package is due to be
refined in a wind-tunnel

CASTLE COMBE aces Josh
and Felix Fisher are switching
to HSCC historic racing this
season with cars owned by
their mentor John Pugsley.
Former Combe FF1600 title

Younger brother Felix will
graduate from the Combe
FF1600 and Classic FF2000
arenas to pilot a Formula
Atlantic Lyncar in Derek Bell
Trophy and selected European

winner Josh - who raced

Pugsley’s Chapman Mantis-

Vauxhall in the circuit’s

resident Special GT series last

year - will contest Martini
Trophy events in a Huron.

Josh (1) and Felix Fisher will
go historicracingin’11

rear-engined cars.

GT Trophy

prior to its race debut.

Formula 2 rounds.

Pugsley will return to his
tin-top roots, running an
ex-Ronnie Fielding 1500cc
Ford Anglia in HRSR Historic
Touring Car races.

New format for 2011 GT Trophy races

GT Trophy will get
new formatin’11

THE GT TROPHY Endurance Series
will introduce a new format this year.
The five-race series will include
three events running to the new
system. Each of the three meetings —
at Snetterton 300, Oulton Park and
Donington Park — will consist of a race
split into two sessions lasting an hour
each, with a break of at least one hour.
Each one-hour session will have
a compulsory pitstop and no

tyre-changing or refuelling will be
allowed in the break. The top three in
each class from the first half will get
a pitstop penalty in the second, and
the final order will be based on the
combined result of each half.

Series boss Marc Haynes said:
“It’s always good to do something
that’s fresh and innovative.”

There will also be a three-hour
Brands Hatch GP event in August.
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%INES" ITALIAN LEATHER

CARACALLA-BATH
I FINEST ITALIAN LEATHER

HAND MADE IN ITALY

Freephone: 0800 0 430 599 cbfil.co.uk  Retailers Wanted Worldwide

“The highest level of |
2-stroke ‘arrive & [
drive’ championship [
kart racing in the UK
and Europe.”

+44(0)1280 704 525 / sales@atecautotechnic.com

totechnic.com

cau

www.ate

TEC

Fluid Systems

sS0OSCH FUEL
~UMP ASSEMBLY

VIEW MORE

ith over 15 years of growth, development
and race management experience,

CLUB boasts an unrivalled status.

CLUB has brought powerful arrive-and-drive
karting within reach of everyone and at the same
time, has removed the “cheque-book element”
of motorsport once and for all. Whichever of our
2-stroke events you choose, all the karts are
prepared to an identical standard.

=EE""

The ultimate challenge for individuals
ENDURANCE ...Designed for teams of 2-5 drivers
Amongst it's qualities, CLUB
unique factors:

+ A fleet of Karts supplied with 115cc TKM 2-stroke
engines and ‘direct drive’ transmission.

has two very

« The opportunity to race at a variety of circuits.

For more information on our various formats,
circuits we visit and all of our upcoming events visit
our website.

CLUB Racing Limited

Bon Accord House, Castle Road,

Eurolink Commercial Park, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3S)
Tel: +44 (0)1795 422455 Fax: +44 (0)1795 427606
Email: racing@club100.co.uk

www.CLUB .co.uk
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Kiwi legend Chris Amon got the chancefora i‘é’ _
with some of his cars. TONY HAYCOCK was there

* ALLPICS: ALEXMITCHELL
&

hile the northern hemisphere
shivers, motorsport in New
Zealand is in full swing. The

last weekend in January is the highlight
for historic race fans, with the running
of the NZ Festival of Motor Racing
Celebrating Chris Amon at the new
Hampton Downs circuit, situated
between Auckland and Hamilton.

Before the event the local hero and
Le Mans 24 Hours winner was reunited
with some of his former mounts.
Reliving times past is not always a good
thing — Amon’s motorsport career
famously had as many lows as it did
highs — and the equipment present
represents all eras in the spectrum:

a Maserati 250F, Ferrari Dino 246T,
and the Amon AF1-o1.

It is perhaps fitting that it is the 1968
Ferrari, built for the Tasman Series
(which Amon won in 1969), that he
warms to most. “When I first got in I
couldn’t remember it being such a tight
fit,” says Amon of the car he used to
win the 1968 NZ GP. “It didn’t have any
seatbelts [in ’68] and, of course, when
you put belts in it, it takes up some
room. I squeezed myself into it, and
it took two people to help get me out!

“It’s a wonderful little car, and great
to see again. Of course it’s so much
better finished now than when I ran it.”

The next car holds more difficult
memories. The 1974 Amon, Chris’s own
attempt at an F1 car, wasn’t exactly a
success. So what were his impressions
of being back in the machine that was
never fully developed in period?

“It’s interesting... in my day a good
DFV probably had 430-440hp,” says
Amon. “I think this one has got around
500. It certainly gets up and goes! It’s
been great to see it again.”

With input from Red Bull aero
guru Adrian Newey to sort a handling
imbalance (owner Ron Maydon’s team

Maserati helped
Amon learn his craft

wonderful
little car and
great to see

Amon loves
Ferrari run

was looking at the rear end, while
Newey suggested a small modification
to the front), the Amon AF1 is starting
to demonstrate the performance it
never was able to deliver in 1974.

“It feels faster to me,” reckons
Amon, “but the Dino still has
the special memories.”

The final car Chris drives is the
Maserati of Peter Giddings, very similar
to the ex-Owen Racing example that
brought Amon to prominence. His
feelings toward this car are very clear:
“The central throttle took a couple of
laps to get used to, but after that I was
fine. It is the nicest car of the lot to
handle. It taught me how to drive.” &

Amon F1car: better
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YOUR SAY

What you think of the motorsport news of the past week

HAUTOSPORT.com

What about young drivers who
fail to step up from FFord?

Lessons to be learned for youngsters

I agree with Marcus Pye (January 277) that Formula Ford should be
the next challenge for a successful karter. I also think it’s the stage
at which motorsport should introduce football-style academies
where academic success must parallel success on the track.

Motorsport has a responsibility to look after its own. Chewing up
and spitting out drivers can lead to young men and women walking
away from the sport altogether, when a sideways move into

engineering, design or the media should also be an option.
Claire Griffin Sudbury, Suffolk

Having observed the sad
end of the Lotus F1team
inthe’90s, it was bad
enough swallowing Tony
Fernandes’ hijacking of
the name last year, worse
stillto see that name
beingdraggedintoa
courtroomin a pathetic
spat between two parties
who have no moral right
toclaimaglorious
history as theirown.

It’s like someone
lodgingaclaimtobe
owner of the moon. It’s
notyours, gentlemen.

Please get your own name.

David Herron
Washington,
Tyne and Wear

Ihearthatfootie is taking
aleafout of Formula1’s
book. Inthe FA Cup semi-
final, Arsenal (formerly
Liverpool) will be playing
Arsenal. Should Arsenal
win, they will meet Arsenal
(formerly Manchester
United)inthe final.
DrPaul Sheldon

Shipley, West Yorkshire
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Icertainly hope that
this season the drivers
willget rid of the
ridiculous ‘designer
stubble’that some of
them have grown. Mark
Webber looked positively
ill,and Jenson Button’s
‘bum fluff’just looks silly.
I'd have thought these
driverswhoare atthe top
of the pile would have
enough self confidence
thatthey wouldn’t have to

follow naff alleged fashion.

Michael Mace
By email

enrrorraL comact Mail@autosport.com

SoFerrari’s technical
department thinks there
are too many buttons for
driversto contend with
onthesteeringwheel.

Yes, there will be
alot more forthe drivers
tofocusonthisyear.
Mistakes willinevitably
happen, especially with
the rookies.

But this will make the
show more entertaining
and should lead to more
overtaking. Ferrarishould
have made its point before
the rules were introduced,
not just before the first
test of the year.

Luciane Sabiston
Oxfordshire

TOP FIVE ON
OUR WEBSITE

’/ 1. MERCEDES REVEALS FIRST

LOOK AT THE NEW W02

2. FERRARI UNVEILS THE
F150 AT MARANELLO

3. SAUBER PULLS COVERS
OFF NEW C30

4. FERRARI: PUSH-ROD
LAYOUT IS RIGHT MOVE

5. RENAULT UNVEILS ITS
2011 CHALLENGER

#AUTOSPDORT.com MY

TOP STORY ONLINE

GARY ANDERSON’S LAUNCH SEASON BLOG
To read this exclusive feature

and many others like it, log on to
autosport.com/plus and choose which
package you’d like. A month will cost
£5.50, a year £46. Includes access

to Forix - the ultimate stats website.

............................... !...

— “

ROAD ANGEL VANTAGE

This week’s star letter will receive

a Road Angel Vantage - a dedicated
safety camera and blackspot locator
that displays the legal speed limit of
every road you drive, automatically
and wirelessly updating its database
every few minutes as you drive.

For more details on Road Angel

visit www.roadangelgroup.com
Please ensure that your full address
is included on all correspondence.

CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

Itis the policy of AUTOSPORT to correct significant
errors as soon as possible. Please note the issue
date and page number when contacting us on
autosport.editorial@haynet.com




THE LATEST GEAR

The most desirable new releases for motor racing fans: books, DVDs, models, art and gifts

FINAL DRIVE
LETTERS & REVIEWS

1:18 PORSCHE MOTORSPORT TRANSPORTER

£409.99
autosport.com/shop

Germanmodel maker Schuco’s retro Porsche Motorsport
transporter,in1:18-scale, measures a whopping 60cmin
lengthandisriddled withincredible detail. The steeringand
suspension of the truck work (although at this price we can’t
imagineit will get ‘played with’inany sort of traditional sense),
andallthe doors -including the tail-lift - willopen.

.
HOT ON THE WEB THIS WEEK

YOUTUBE: HAIRIEST OVERTAKING MOVE EVER

LE MANS SERIES ANNUAL
£45 (978 2 9521044 7 0)

STEWART SCULPTURE

£39.99 (available in May)

CARIBBEAN CAPERS

$199.95 (978 0 9647769 5 1)

autosport.com/shop

The 260-page official
yearbook of the2010
LeMans Seriesrecords
theentire endurance-series
seasonwith detailed,
hour-by-hourreports -
inboth French and English
—fromeach ofthefive
championshiprounds,
plusteamdetailsand
plenty of photos.
Greatforsportscarfans.

autosport.com/shop

Legendary AUTOSPORT
cartoonistJim Bamber
hasaddedJackie Stewart’s
1969 world title-winning
MatraMS80to his Heroes
Collection. Theamusing
sculptureisthefirstinthe
ClassicF1Driverrange.
Ashare of royalties from
the sale of each sculpture
goestothe Grand Prix
Mechanics Charitable Trust.

JE Flynn (racemaker.com)

Thisunique, full-colour
hardbacktreatcharts,in
amazingdetail, the three
Cuban Grand Prix sportscar
and FJunior races 0f 1957,
'58and’60.
Thesstreet-circuit event
inthe capital city of Havana
attracted many top names
and marques, and their
tropicaladventuresare
recorded superbly here.

SEARCH FOR: Car jump over another one while racing at Courses

de Bazous St Ferdinand 2010 (0:47)

An intrepid French banger racer solves Formula 1’s overtaking issue in
one fell swoop with this extraordinarily bold passing move on a rival.
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WHAT’S

ON...

There’s hardly any on-track action this weekend - but there’s loads on TV and online

Xmas Quiz Answers

Thanksto the hordes of ‘quizzers’ who
tookon lastyear’s monster. Here are
thewinners —and the answers...

WINNER (FERRARI EXPERIENCE):
PETER HOWARTH, BEDFORDSHIRE

RUNNERS-UP (DUKE DVDs):

1 David Thomas, Torquay

2 Matt Dean, Maidstone

3 Hedley Thomas, Finchampstead
4 Thomas Taylor, Yeovil

5 Glen Smith, Skegness

A. GREAT BRITS

1. Ben Barker, Ben Clucas, Joey Foster,
Charlie Hollings, James Winslow
2. Reg Parnell, 1951

3. Alex Lloyd (champion);

Martin Plowman or Pippa Mann
(race-winner)

4. Peter Hardman, Toronto 1996
5. John Taylor, 1973

6. 8th - John Watson,

Brands Hatch 1980

7. Mike O’Brien, Snetterton 1987
8. Jeff Ward, Indy 500 1997

9. 7: John Surtees, Peter Gethin, Tony
Dean, Jackie Stewart, Jackie Oliver,
Jim Crawford, John Fitzpatrick

10. Martinsville 2008, 22nd

B. ONE-OFF WONDERS
1. Donington, 2003

2. Damien Magee

3. Jaguar (Linden 1954);
Nash (Charlotte 1951)
4. Nurburgring, 1995

5. Siegfried Brunn,
Brands Hatch 1983

6. Press on Regardless, 1972
7. Waggott, 1970

8. Carlos Monteverde

9. Russell Brookes

10. Juan Manuel Fangio
and Jean Behra

C. WINNERS’ GALLERY
1. Conor Daly

2. Memo Rojas

3. Giacomo Ricci

4. )ari Ketomaa

5. Joao Paulo de Oliveira
6. Frederic Makowiecki
7. Armindo Araujo

8. Todd Bodine

9. Norbert Michelisz
10. Rene Rast

D. CIRCUIT BREAKER
1. Okayama

2. Algarve

3. Marrakech

4. Surfers Paradise
5. Road Atlanta

6. Adria

7. Navarra

8. St Petersburg

9. Croft

10. Assen

E. WHO, WHAT AND WHERE

1. Jacques Villeneuve, Toyota Camry,
Montreal Nationwide, August

2. Fabrizio Giovanardi, Vauxhall
Vectra, Thruxton BTCC, April

3. Darryl O’Young, Audi A4 DTM,
Shanghai DTM, November

4. David Brabham/Alex Davison, Ford
Falcon, Bathurst 1000, October

5. Jan Magnussen, Chevrolet Impala,
Sears Point Sprint Cup, June

6. Toni Gardemeister, Abarth Grande
Punto IRC, Monte Carlo Rally, January
7. Esteban Gutierrez, Sauber C29,

Yas Marina F1 test, November

8. Juha Kankkunen, Ford Focus WRC,
Rally Finland, July

9. Roger Yasukawa, Dallara-Honda
IRL, Motegi, September

10. Max Snegirev, Dallara-Mercedes
F3, Snetterton, August

F. CLUB CLASSICS

1. Adrian Newey, Ginetta G50,
Snetterton, August

2. Darren Turner, Aston Martin
DBRS9, Silverstone, August

3. Tom Kristensen, Austin A95,
Goodwood, September

4. Mike Gascoyne, Lotus 49C,
Snetterton, June

5. Mark Blundell, VW Scirocco R,
Brands Hatch, September

6. Michael Bentwood, Austin Metro,
Snetterton, October

7. Martin Donnelly, Lotus 79,
Snetterton, June

8. Willie Green, Ferrari 330 GTO,
Silverstone, July

9. Paul Radisich, Ford Lotus Cortina,
Silverstone, July

10. Rob Huff, Radical SR8,
Donington, September

Our guide on how to
keep the motorsport
flame burning
through the cold
winter months
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Wheatcroft began funding the
rebuilding of Donington Park
in the early 1970s (the first
time around), he also brought

you can get up close and
personal with the largest
line-up of McLaren and
Williams F1 cars in the world
(outside their respective

!Jor_lington’s collection
is simply sensational

'DONINGTON COLLECTION |

" WHEN THE late Tom

with him his personal
collection of racing cars.
Over the years, that
historic stable has grown
from a single Ferrari 125
to five halls and over 130
exhibits at the Donington
Park Museum, which now
boasts that it’s ‘the largest
showcase of grand prix
racing cars in the world’.
For seven quid (£2.50
if you’re under 16; nothing
if you’re under six years old),

factories), the only complete
cluster of Vanwalls, and the
world’s largest array of
drivers’ race helmets.

British racing legend Sir
Stirling Moss helped steer
Vanwall to the 1958 F1
constructors’ title during the
pomp of his driving career.
Last year, Moss picked out
the 1961 Monaco Grand Prix
as the ‘race of his life’ for
AUTOSPORT. The Rob Walker
Lotus 18 in which he beat the

factory Ferraris of Phil Hill
and Richie Ginther to win
that race is also on display at
the museum. The collection
also houses Lewis Hamilton’s
McLaren MP4-22 (from
2007), Nigel Mansell’s 1992
title-winning Williams
FW14B, and has also recently
acquired the only McLaren
M2B in the world.

Special discounts for

families, OAPs, students and
corporate tours are available
seven days a week, almost
all year round (the museum
only closes for five days for
Christmas), so there’s plenty
of opportunity for you and
your friends/colleagues to
indulge in a bit of F1 nostalgia.
Visit www.donington-park.
co.uk/pages/motorsport-
museum.html for full details.
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Television

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 3 SATURDAY FEBRUARY 5

0900-1210,1650-2000 Motors TV
Asian Festival of Speed
Touringcaraction from Sepangand
FormulaBMW at Guangdong.
1005-1105,1830-1930 ESPN Classic
World Rally Classics

1900-2000 Sky Sports 4

Racemax

2000-2100 Motors TV

Andros Trophy: Clermont Superbesse
Thefinalround of this winter’s premier
ice-racingseries.

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 4

0315-0600 Motors TV

Asian Festival of Speed
0900-1005,1415-1515 Motors TV
Andros Trophy: Clermont Superbesse
1225-1325,1830-1930 ESPN Classic
World Rally Classics
1500-1600,1800-1900 Sky Sports 3
Racemax

1545-1650 Motors TV

AUTOSPORT International
1825-1855 Motors TV

Australian Minis: Gold Coast
Front-wheel-drive tin-top racing on
the Surfers Paradise street circuit.
2340-0010 Motors TV

0115-0215,1720-1825 Motors TV
Andros Trophy: Clermont Superbesse
0355-0420 Five

Motorsport Mundial

0435-0505 Motors TV

Australian Minis: Gold Coast
0900-1000 Bloomberg

Race of Champions

1415-1720 Motors TV

Asian Festival of Speed

2100-2205 Motors TV

V8 Supercars review

Relive James Courtney’s dramatic

V8 Supercartitle success.

2145-2245 ESPN

WRC: Rallyworld

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 6

0110-0410,0900-1210,2305-0215
Motors TV

Asian Festival of Speed
0600-0700 Sky Sports 3
Racemax

0900-1000 Bloomberg
Race of Champions

1210-1310 Motors TV

Andros Trophy: Clermont Superbesse

1310-1415 Motors TV

V8 Supercars review

WHAT'S ON

F1 TEST COMMENTARY

Our live-text commentary service
continues as the first Formula 1 test
of the year at Valencia (right)
comes to a close, and we’ll also be
bringing you all the breaking news
and reaction as the F1 pre-season
gathers pace. Plus we have tech
correspondent Gary Anderson’s
blog as he examines the details on
each car. This week is also the first
edition of AUTOSPORT.com’s
IndyCar column from US
correspondent Jeff Olson.

DUNBAR/LAT

Read AUTOSPORT.com on
your iPhone to keep up to date

AUTOSPORT.COM iPHONE APP OUT NOW

The AUTOSPORT app is now available on

Australian Minis: Phillip Island 1415-1515 Motors TV
AUTOSPORT International
1830-1930 ESPN

WRC: Road cartorally car

1925-2000 Motors TV

iTunes. Dial up AUTOSPORT.com on your
iPhone for instant access to news, feature
articles, image galleries and live text race
commentary for a one-off fee of only £2.99
(there is no renewal cost).

REVVED UP OVER

Australian Minis: Gold Coast

LIKE JEYKLL and Hyde or
Kerry Katona, there are

WHAT’S ON THE BOX

two distinct faces of
Eurosport. The first

We cast a critical eye over the best

provides quality sporting

coverage like the Rally

This was an hour before
Eurosport got interested

for the sort of abysmal
treatment that was
afforded to last weekend’s
Daytona 24 Hours.

It began badly, cutting
to the race an hour after it
had started. Apparently

action-packed part of the
race in favour of some
biathlon or whatever.

For more info, visit www.autosport.com/app

While I’'ve debated the
merits of Martin Haven
and Mark Cole many
times, there was nothing
they could be held
accountable for given the

States, as the incongruous
logo poking out from
behind the Eurosport one
testified. And from their
pod in Paris there was

no way for Martin or Mark
to get in touch with what

was in trouble as its gear
cluster was changed in
the opening hour; in fact

it was the move that
won the race.

The on-screen graphics
were no use either. They
gave car number, driver,
position and last-lap

was, making it virtually
impossible to follow the
story of the race without
access to timing screens.
But the coup de farce
was the scheduling of the
final stint of live coverage.

teams were running to
stints of around 55
minutes. The final round
of stops would potentially
decide the outcome of
the race. So when did

and worst of this yea rsTV coverage Monte Carlo, which shortfall in resources speed, but there was no Eurosport decide to return
) — —— Revved Up waxed lyrical available. The coverage mention of laps completed  to the live action? With an

e asE over last week, the was taken straight from or what the gap to the hour to go? Don’t be daft!

other is responsible the Speed channel in the car in front or behind With 45 minutes to go, of

course, as the lead Ganassi
car was cruising to victory.
The race deserved
better, we deserved
better, hell Mark and
Martin deserved better.
Come on Eurosport: we

one channel of cross- was actually happening The tyre allocation and know you can do it!
country skiing wasn’t - they assumed fuel mileage meant most Revved Up

enough, so we had to miss  (understandably) that “

potentially the most the 01 Ganassi Riley The Daytona coverage cut to the race

an hour after it started. One channel

of cross-country skiing wasn’t enough”
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HAUTOSPORT

EXCLUSIVE

' TACTICAL DISCUSSION AT FIORAND
MEEKE TESTS LATEST VERSION OF NINI : 2000 spec =} Massa at Ferrari launch: “So I sloy
The first picture of the Mini Countryman in Super P RN ’

- with S2000 bodywork - at Prodrive’s Honiley test track let Fernando pass me like this N

-.I_

ot

HARRELSON/GETTY AN

* BANKING ON A THRILLING DAYTONA

: Last weekend’s 24 Hours was gruelling, and it was a gripper

WALLBASHING MOMENT MAKES COYOTE UGLY
’S BOYS HIT THE TARGET? L. ! But this being a 24-hour race, the Spirit of Daytona
2%;1?325&2:3 Kamui Kobayashi, and ‘J‘:“:;“ SESES== team got Garcia, Edwards and Maassen to the finish
e ; ining c
: t a Swiss training
Esteban Gutierrez, a

GREENWOOD/GETTY
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FINAL DRIVE
PHOTO FINISH

FROM THE ARCHIVE

Victory at the second attempt for Riley & Scott, Daytona 24 Hours, 1996

“Ne were up against it becaus
o —— — =

id the Ferrari was clearly faster. g

THESE DAYS the smart money at the Daytona 24 Hours
isalways onaRiley. The winning design of the past seven
yearsisthe numerically dominant Daytona Prototype
andisalsothe weapon of choice fortheall-conquering
Ganassiteam, which gave the US constructorits 10th
victoryinthe bigenduro last weekend. Yet backin 1996,
the company then known as Riley &Scott was the new kid
ontheblockandanoutside bet against the Ferrari333SPs.
The R&S MklIThadn’tenjoyed an auspicious race
debutat Daytona 12 months earlier —in what Bill Riley,
oneof the founders of the company, calls the “24 minutes
of Daytona” —inthe hands of Dyson Racing. Ayear on,
there were four MKIII World Sports Cars on the Daytona
entry, one of them entered by the works team with
Oldsmobile support under the Doyle Racing banner.
The new venture had been puttogether by driver
Wayne Taylor, whose team these days takes on Riley
withthe Dallara chassis. The team had come out of
the blocks withabang,inmore ways thanone.
“We’'dbeenfastatthe January test, but on the last
daythe V8 exploded onthe banking,” he remembers.

‘ GIBSON/LAT

="
R&S MKIII was lucky
tomake it to the finish

“We were up againstit, because we were a start-up
teamandthe 333SPwas clearly faster. It damn well
should’ve been:ithad 100bhp more than we did.”

The Ferraris might have had a performance edge,
buttheyraninto problems. Thatallowed Taylorand
team-mates Scott Sharp and Jim Pace to moveinto
the lead as the race moved past the halfway stage.

Theworks R&S drivers found themselves witha
12-lap lead, but allwas not what it seemed. Second
gearwas playingup -ithadtobe held in positionto
startwithand then disappeared altogether —and the
fuel pump was onthe blink. What’s more, Max Papis,
drivingthe pole-sittingMomo Ferrari,was onacharge
that would make hisnamein North America.

“The carwasacomplete disasterattheend,” says
Taylor. “We had nosecond gear and we were switching
betweenthe main pumpandthereserve.Thadnoidea
ifwe were goingtosurvive thefinal 90 minutes.”

TheRiley did survive the 24 Hours, something
the MkIIIand now the DP MkXIand XX have made
ahabitof since. &

Lewis and Jenson’s 2011 weapon revealed

NEW McLAREN

Isit the car toput the

Woking boys on top? On Sale _F eb 10

THIS WEEK IN...

AuTospoRT

STARS OF TOMORROW

NEW F1 CARS: LOTUS-NONDA & LIGHER-ALFA ROMEG

FEBRUARY 5, 1987

OUR COVER showed future British
F3000 champion Paul Warwick,
brother of F1 racer Derek, getting
stuck into the action during the 1986
Formula Ford Festival at Brands Hatch.

The issue contained a full review of
the previous year’s FF1600 scene, in
which Paul justified his family’s racing
reputation by dominating the Dunlop/
AUTOSPORT Star of Tomorrow
championship in his Derek Warwick
Racing Van Diemen RF86.

Paul won eight times from 12 starts,
including a run of six straight victories
between June and October, to leave
nearest rivals Andrew Guye-Johnson
and Paul Spooner gasping in his wake.
Warwick also laid claim to the BARC
Junior title in the same season.

British racing ace Derek Bell
teamed up with American trio Chip
Robinson, Al Unser Jr and Al Holbert to
win the Daytona 24 Hours (below), as
Porsche 962s filled the top six places.

Force India and Virgin
launches; Mansell back at
Lotus; WRC season preview
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FINAL DRIVE
RACE OF MY LIFE

MARC DUEZ

B Donington Rallysprint ll October 27,1984 M Various Austin Rovers Bl Beating top names in knockout event

THE DONINGTON Rallysprint
in 1984 was the best win for me.
Tony Pond was supposed to be
taking part, but at the last moment
he wasn’t able to, so they called and
asked me if T could — and of course
I said it would be an honour to be
there. The entry included Keke
Rosberg, Nigel Mansell, John
Watson, Michelle Mouton, Per
Eklund, Jimmy McRae — it was

all of my heroes, and then me.

I consider myself a driver, not
a specialised rally driver or racing
driver. I have had success in rallying
and in racing at the Spa 24 Hours
among others. I think I'm a good
driver, but I'm not the best. But
on this one day I was the best!

It was my day.

The competition consisted
of a rally stage with a Rover
Vitesse, then we did a slalom
with a little Metro and a race
with the Montego. I finished
second in the rally, was okay
in the slalom and with a good
race I knew I could win overall.

I remember being followed
during the finale by Nigel Mansell
in the Montego and thinking
that just the week before he’d
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“Tt was not the best PR outcome for the Rallysprint
organisers. Nobody knew who I was! Their mistake

was to invite me at the last minute”

competed in his final F1 race for
Lotus in the Portuguese GP at
Estoril. One of my heroes —
and he couldn’t beat me.

John Watson was not impressed
by my style of driving, and it was
a fantastic race. He pushed me off
the track, but I came back and won,

— = = gl -

which made me the winner overall.

For me it was the best thing I'd
ever done in my life!

As a driver it was perfect,
because it was just pure
competition between guys in
equal cars. I had three days of
partying after the finish.

IN PROFILE

VERSATILE BELGIAN Marc Duez’s
career encompasses rallying and racing,
and he has been successful in both, with
victories in the legendary 24-hour races
at Spa and the Nurburgring, plus several
drives at Le Mans. His rally highlight
came on the world championship Tour
de Corse in 1991 when he took fourth

in a Toyota Celica. He still competes
occasionally, but is now closely aligned
with the Belgian Federation, the RACB,
coaching and advising drivers, including
IndyCar’s Bertrand Baguette, IRC young
gun Thierry Neuville and, until recently,
Virgin F1 newboy Jerome d’Ambrosio.

-

Dueztacklestherally stage

" inthebigRover Vitesse

I recently moved house and
put all my racing memories and
souvenirs in one room. Until I
put them all together I didn’t know
Thad so many cups, trophies,
overalls and over 100 team jackets
since 1975. Some of these line the
ceiling now, but I have one wall
with all the trophies on, and the
Rallysprint one is the one that
stands ahead of the rest, and
nobody understands why I feel this
is the most important one to me.
It was a fantastic event for
the spectators and for me. From
a PR point of view it was not the
best outcome for the Rallysprint
organisers. Nobody knew who
I was! Their mistake was to
invite me at the last minute. &
Marc Duez was talking
to Andy Hallbery

NEXT
WEEK

Chris
HODGETTS




International

The ultimate in race transportation

A range of trailers
in stock ready for delivery

v.brooklandspeed.com

hicle sales: +44 (0) 1454 315522
+44 (0) 7891 291562



INTERNATIONAL

OUT NOW!

BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX
Sakhir - 13 March

LE MANS 24 HOURS
June 11/12

Direct Flights with

5 nights in Manama £1,095* Coach Tours & Paris Stop-Overs from £139*

Self-Drive Packages with Hotel or Camping from £72*

CANADIAN GRAND PRIX
Montreal - 12 June
4 Nights in Montreal £1,299*
Montreal & Niagara Holiday £1,675*

AUSTRALIAN GRAND PRIX
Melbourne - 27 March

5 Nights Melbourne £1,799*

Melbourne & Sydney
2-Centre Holiday £2,225*

MALAYSIAN GRAND PRIX
Sepang - 10 April
5 Nights Kuala Lumpur £1,150*

Malaysia & China
2 Grands Prix Holiday £2,150*

CHINESE GRAND PRIX
Shanghai - 17 April
Direct Flights with 5 nights
in Shanghai £1,399*

TURKISH GRAND PRIX
Istanbul - 8 May

3 Nights in Istanbul £625*
6-Day Holiday by Air £775*
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Tours 2011
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EUROPEAN GRAND PRIX
Valencia - 26 June

Stay in Valencia

Weekends & Longer Tours from £745*

GERMAN GRAND PRIX
Nurburgring - 24 July
Tours by Coach or Air from £315*
Self-Drive Packages from £235*

HUNGARIAN GRAND PRIX
Budapest - 31 July
Weekend By Air £639*

Budapest & Vienna
2-Centre Holiday £925*

BELGIAN GRAND PRIX
Spa - 28 August
Selection of Tours by Coach,
Air or Eurostar from £229*
Self-Drive Packages from £84*

SPANISH GRAND PRIX
Barcelona - 22 May

Wide Selection of Weekend and
Longer Tours by Air from £529*

MONACO GRAND PRIX
Monte Carlo - 29 May

Full Programme of Arrangements
including Flights, Hotels and Hospitality

ITALIAN GRAND PRIX
Monza - 11 September
Weekends and Longer Tours
Based in Como from £465*
Swiss/ltalian 2-Centre Holiday £839*

Our 2011 Tour Collection is available now. As ever, we
are featuring each and every round of the F1 World
Championship and the Le Mans 24 Hour Race. A small
selection of our vast choice of travel arrangements is
outlined above. Put your trust in the UK’s only fully bonded,
independent motorsport travel specialist.

* Prices do not include race tickets.

www.motorracinginternational.uk.com

AllO

Apply NOW for your FREE brochure
Ring our 24 hour dial-a-brochure
service quoting reference AS6é

TEL. 01304 612424

info@motorracinginternational.uk.com
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