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Looking for a Renault Megane
with integrated TomTom’ for
just £219'a month?
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g N

¢ Integrated Carminat TomTom® satellite navigation system
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¢ 17" Alloy wheels
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e Hatch and Sport Tourers also available at £219' per month
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POLE POSITION

A freshen-up for the
new grand prix season

THE EAGLE-EYED among you will
have noticed a few subtle changes to
AUTOSPORT over the past few weeks.

Ahead of the new Formula 1 season,
we’ve undergone a small facelift as
part of our on-going commitment to
producing the best motorsport weekly

in the world. But it’s not just a new look
to the F1 race previews, a reworking of
the Sports Extra race reports and the
addition of an extra international news page.

We’ve also reappraised the way we do all international race
reports, replacing the notion of a blow-by-blow account with
deeper analysis that concentrates on the key stories behind
the results and their significance to the championships and
their protagonists.

And it won’t stop there. A new element has been added to
Mark Hughes’s insightful grand prix reports, the first of which
of course you can read next week. We hope you like it and that
the race lives up to expectations and gives our grand prix editor
plenty to get his teeth into.

Andrew van de Burgt, editor

BAMBER’S
WEEK

LOUISE IS WEARING THE LATEST
CREATION, IN SILVER, FROM DONNA
PIRELLI. PERFECT FOR THE MAN A

WHO LIKES TO PLAY

HARD TO GET!

AND JENNY 1S MODELLING A

IDEAL FOR THAT DIRTY WEEKEND
IN MONACO! '
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PIT & PADDOCK

V8 Supercar spotted at Bathurst!

No, not a Holden Commodore or Ford Falcon,
but a McLaren MP4-25. Thanks to mutual backer
Vodafone, Jenson Button tried the mega Australian

track in his F1 car and the Triple 8 Commodore ﬁ
of Craig Lowndes. The five-time Bathurst winner =
then got a run in the 2010 Mclaren. e - -

Picture: Pierse/Getty




- improve
or lose Hamilton

The British team is pinning its hopes on upgrades to the MP4-26 ahead of the
Australian GP as it bids to hang on to Lewis Hamilton beyond 2012. By EDD STRAW

cLaren must deliver the one-

second-per-lap improvement

that it has targeted for this
weekend’s Australian Grand Prix
to help convince Lewis Hamilton
to stay with the team.

The British squad’s MP4-26
will feature a raft of upgrades in
Melbourne, including a new floor
and a simplified exhaust system.
Its unique ‘octopus’ exhaust
design had the potential to give
a crucial downforce advantage,
but insurmountable problems
with overheating bodywork
compromised both reliability and
performance. Despite having to
drop the concept, team principal
Martin Whitmarsh has high hopes

that the changes will catapult

the car from the midfield to
close to pre-race favourites

Red Bull and Ferrari.

“The target is to deliver more
than a second in performance
with the modifications,” said
Whitmarsh. “We have taken a
risk to significantly change the

car going to Australia.”

Hamilton wants more world
titles. Will McLaren deliver?

-~

Should that risk pay off, it
will be a major boost to the team’s
hopes of keeping Hamilton beyond
2012, when his current deal
expires. AUTOSPORT understands
that the Woking squad is keen to
extend his deal before the end
of this year, but the 2008 world
champion remains hot property
in F1. And, having recently signed
a management deal with Simon
Fuller’s XIX Entertainment, he
could choose to move in 2013. Red
Bull would be keen on Hamilton
for both his speed and worldwide
marketing potential, while Ferrari
could al46|be interested, especially
with long-time target Robert
Kubica’s F1 future uncertain.

)
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Speaking to the British national
press last week, Hamilton warned
that he is determined to rack up
multiple world titles in his career.
His comments are sure to pile
further pressure on McLaren.

“I want to be one of the most
successful F1 drivers of this
generation so I do want to win
more world championships,” he
said. “And I think you have to
continue winning and prove
yourself time after time for people
to really know that you are the
best. I have only been here for four
years so I’ve got a lot more to do.”

He also described McLaren as
“a great place to work”. But despite
a long association with the team,
which stretches back to Hamilton
approaching Ron Dennis at the
AUTOSPORT Awards in 1995 and
his subsequent signing as a junior
driver three years later, it is not
guaranteed that he will stay.

McLaren is addressing its recent
struggles to set the pace early in
the season, with the promotion of
Paddy Lowe to technical director
as part of a restructure of its
car-development operations.




AUTOSPORT understands that
aspects of the much-vaunted
matrix management system,
imported from the aerospace
industry by Whitmarsh, have been
modified to create a more linear
process of car development from
one year to the next (see
AUTOSPORT March 17). The team
also struggled at times last season
to make upgrade packages work as
quickly as hoped, leading to an
increased focus on improving both
virtual and dynamic simulation
tools. This trend of concepts not
working as hoped has continued
with its radical exhaust design.

“I’ve been to first races [of the
year] with the quickest car and
one of the slowest,” Whitmarsh
said. “Sometimes risks pay off
with performance and reliability,
other times they don’t. This
year, there are technical risks
in the engineering programme,
some of which caused us
unreliability and weren’t
delivering the performance that
they should have done. We have
reacted to that and we will see
how we are in Australia.”

@ P16 MELBOURNE PREVIEW

McLaren mustimprove
to hang onto Hamilton

McLAREN’S

McLaren has had a habit of starting
slowly in recent times, only to
move forward in the championship
as the season goes progresses

The MP4-24 started the season woefully
uncompetitive, with Heikki Kovalainen and
Lewis Hamilton qualifying outside the top 13
in Melbourne. It wasn’t until the German GP
in July that the team got its act together.

2005

The MP4-20 ultimately proved to be the
fastest car, but it lagged behind Renault
early in the season. After four races, Kimi
Raikkonen was 29 points behind eventual
champion Fernando Alonso.

The MP4-19 that started the year was poor,
leading to the introduction of an overhauled
b-spec machine for the second half of the
year. Up until then, McLaren scored a feeble
17 points, but picked up 52 thereafter.

Speed was not a problem for the MP4-15,
which locked out the front row for the first
two races. Three DNFs and a disqualification
for anillegal rear wing left it with zero
points heading into round three.

1999

Reliability woes and the odd mistake
meant Mika Hakkinen and David Coulthard
registered just three points finishes in the
first four races. Hakkinen went on to edge
Eddie Irvine for the title at the final round.

EDD STRAW
F1 EDITOR

edd.straw
@haymarket.com

ometime during the next 18 months, Lewis

Hamilton must make some very serious
decisions about his future. Despite being part
of the McLaren furniture, it’s not out of the
question that he could decide to move
elsewhere when his current contract expires
at the end of next year. After all, he came
close to going his own way in the winter of
2004/5 when he wanted to step up to GP2 a
year earlier than McLaren (correctly) believed
was appropriate.

Obviously, things have changed since then
and the most logical decision would be to stay
with what remains one of the great grand prix
teams. After all, plenty of drivers have suffered
career downturns when they have left top
teams of their own volition. But never
underestimate the appeal of pastures new after
what will have been six seasons at Woking.

McLaren’s tendency over the past decade
not to start the season as strongly as you’d
expect — given its size and resources, it should
be setting the pace — will give him cause for
concern. To not look at other options would
be a mistake.

It’s impossible
to say what is
going on in his
mind, and chances
are he will remain
in the silver
corner. But with B
no shortage of
potential suitors
in the paddock,
it’s not a forgone conclusion that he will
be a McLaren man for life.

Hamilton starts his
fifth year at McLaren &

BIG NUMBER

The number of times that McLaren has won
the first race of a season since its last
constructors’ championship win in 1998.
David Coulthard and Lewis Hamilton did
the honours in 2003 and 2008

March 24 2011 autosport.com 9
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ustralian motorsport legend
AJack Brabham has called on

Mark Webber to win his
home grand prix this weekend
to prove that he is able to win

| the world championship.

Webber has a dismal record
on home soil in Formula 1, while

" Brabham won his home GP three

times when it was not a world
championship qualifier. The
84-year-old suspects that
Webber “possibly to a point”
allows the intense pressure of
racing on home soil to damage
his performance. The pressure
will be more intense than ever
this year, with Webber needing
to regain the upper-hand over
world champion team-mate
Sebastian Vettel early on if he
is to re-establish himself as the
team’s best shot for the title.
Brabham also believes that
Webber must be at his best to
be able to defeat his much
younger team-mate.

“He needs to win the first race
and keep going,” Brabham told
AUTOSPORT when asked what

¥
osport.com March 24 2011 Ny
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am: Webber
home

elbourné Gﬁ'to boost his title chances

‘Webber needs to do to prove that
he can be a champion. “I think if
he can get a bit more success, he
will move from strength to
strength. Unfortunately, Vettel
has age on his side and all Mark
can do is persevere.”

Webber has averaged only 0.9
points per race at Albert Park,
his worst return at any circuit on
the current calendar other than
Korea, where he crashed out of
the inaugural race last year.

His fifth place on debut in
2002 driving the uncompetitive
Minardi stands as his best result,
matched by a repeat for Williams
in 2005 (see sidebar). He is
determined to improve on that
record this weekend.

“I hope I can improve my luck
there as it hasn’t been incredible
since my first GP in 2002,” said
Webber. “I hope to get my best
result and there’s every
indication we can do that. This
is the best winter we’ve had.”

In Australia last year, Webber

-!’*

-

qualified well, ending up second
on the grid behind Vettel. But
after opting to stay out a lap
longer than most of the field
before pitting for slicks, he
dropped down the order. He
clashed with Lewis Hamilton
twice in the race, initially going
off while trying to pass the
MclLaren, before crashing into
the back of him late-on after
braking too late for Turn 14.

Webber is centre of attention at home

Webber’s worst performances
during 2010 arguably came
when he put himself under the
most pressure. In addition to
Australia, he crashed out of
second place in Korea trying to

T T
- —

L
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- - -
- - -
keep up with race-leader

Vettel, and he then struggled

all weekend in Abu Dhabi for
the title decider.

Team insiders believe that it’s
no coincidence that Webber’s
worst weekends relate to such
pressure points. If he were able
to end his home grand prix
hoodoo with a win, it would be
a sign that the experience of last
year’s title fight has better
prepared him to handle such
situations and boost his
prospects for the coming season.

David Brabham, youngest son
of Jack and the last Australian
before Webber to race in his
home grand prix, believes that
despite getting better all the
time, the Red Bull driver must
still improve his performances
when under intense pressure.

“My pressure was trying to
get into the top 20, but I do
remember the amazing support
I got as the local GP driver,”
Brabham told AUTOSPORT.

“I was never in a position to win,
so I never had the pressure that

L . -
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Mark is under. -~ e e ~
“In some ways Mark is very WEBBER s OZ WOES - < - =

strong mentally and in other ~ . - -~

areas there is still work to do. STARTS 9 POINTS 8 2005 WILLIAMS 2009 RED BULL

Every year he seems to ge-t BEST QUALIFYING 2ND Rain-hit qualifying Disapppinte_d after

stronger, but there are still helped him to third qualifying eighth, he

BEST FINISH 5TH
" LAPS LED 3 FINISHES 5

some cracks in the armour.”
Webber has a reputation for
toughness and several times

on the grid, which =
he converted into a solid ﬁfth place to
match his career-best home finish.

suffered damage in
a first-corner collision with Barrichello
and Heidfeld. Took a hobbled 12th.

last year he proved that he was
capable of delivering when he
felt circumstances were
against him, such as at
Silverstone where he won in
the wake of ‘his’ front wing
being given to Vettel. Despite

trip to the podium
for finishing fifth on

in an uncompetitive Minardi.

his F1 debut after an error-free drive

2006 WILLIAMS
After starting
seventh, Webber led
his home race for
two laps thanks to running a long ﬁrst
stint. He then suffered gearbox failure.

being able to use such
adversity to his benefit, the
different kind of pressure that
he puts on himself to deliver in
front of over 100,000 home
fans or to close out a world
title appears to weigh more

2003 JAGUAR
Running sixth on
lap 16, albeit after
a number of cars
that started ahead had pitted, Webber

i

2007 RED BULL
Again showed

well in qualifying,
starting seventh, but =
an embarrassing spin in the pitlane

~ heavily on him.

|  Webber has yet to harness
- the support for a top result in
nine Australian Grands Prix.

% ©) P40 MELBOURNE ROCKS

RETIREMENTS &
2002 MINARDI L
Earned an honourary ,{ “1:;",‘:‘".,‘

MINARDI

| laps before stopping with a gearbox
problem while running in the midfield.

-h’-—-’ ‘-:‘" e -
"- — > B
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retired with a halfshaft failure. left him 13th at the finish.
2004 JAGUAR 2008 RED BULL
Qualified an From 14th on
impressive sixth, but the grid, he was

. completed only 29 eliminated in a first-

lap pile up that also accounted for
Red Bull stablemate Sebastian Vettel.

2010 RED BULL
Ran second behind
team-mate Vettel
early on, but clashed ;
twice with Lewis Hamilton. Salvaged
ninth after getting out of the gravel.

HOME HEROES B a;_,

Drivers with the most
GP wins on home soil

MICHAEL SCHUMACHER 9
ALAIN PROST 6

NIGEL MANSELL 5

JIM CLARK 5

JUAN MANUEL FANGIO 4




BUIHON RN BARY;

Former world champion Jenson Button took to the Mount
Panorama circuit in Australia on Monday in a V8 Supercar
Holden Commodore. The McLaren driver swapped cars
with V8 star Craig Lowndes. Full story next week

; OMATSY

Yodaqafone

.

W

Merc is one second faster

Rival teams reckon the Silver Arrows have found a giant leap in pace ahead of Australian GP opener

ivals teams estimate that
RMercedes could have found up

to one second per lap with the
major upgrade package that it took
to the final test at Barcelona’s

Circuit de Catalunya.
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The team added new front and
rear wings and modified exhausts to
the MGP Wo2 for Barcelona. After
struggling badly during the first
three tests, during which it lagged
more than 1.5 seconds off the pace,

Schumacher was
fastestat Barcelona

it made a significant stride in the
final week of testing, estimated by
other teams as 0.8s-1.0s.

While few are expecting Mercedes
drivers Nico Rosberg and Michael
Schumacher to challenge anticipated
pacesetters Red Bull and Ferrari,
there is growing belief that the
team could be the third quickest
at this weekend’s season-opening
Australian Grand Prix, and challenge
for podiums later in the season.

Rosberg was downbeat during
early tests, but after his final
Barcelona outing he declared that
“we have the car that we want for
the start of the season”.

Mercedes motorsport boss
Norbert Haug is also upbeat about
the car’s improvement, although
insists that this weekend is too
early in the season for the squad
to fight for victory.

“You cannot catch the front at
this stage,” Haug told AUTOSPORT.
“Clearly Red Bull are ahead at the
moment. Probably with more steps
we can come closer.”

Seven-time world champion
Michael Schumacher said that he
was upbeat ahead of the season.

“My feeling is a good one,” he
said. “The data I have seen over the
winter has been encouraging, but
we all know reality can be different.”

The fight behind Red Bull and
Ferrari is expected to be very tightly
contested in Australia this weekend
— McLaren, Williams, Toro Rosso,
Renault and Sauber have also shown
potential top-10 pace in testing.

Key to this battle is likely to be
strategy and the way that cars use
their Pirelli tyres, with Sauber
looking among the strongest teams
in terms of rubber longevity.
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Pirelli reveals tyre markings for 2011

PIRELLI HAS unveiled the
coloured logos that it will use to
differentiate its tyre compounds
during the 2011 season.

Unlike Bridgestone, it has
allocated bespoke colourings
toallsix of its tyres — four slicks,

plusintermediates and full wets.

Thedry-tyre logos will be
coloured red, yellow, white and
silver from super-soft to hard,
with only two compounds
availableonagivenrace
weekend. Rain tyres will be
orange, with intermediates
carrying light-blue logos.

Pirelliis confident that the
colouring will be easily visible
totelevision viewers.

The Italian tyre manufacturer

returns to Formula 1 this year for
thefirst time since 1991. Paul
Hembery, the firm’s motorsport
director, believes that the teams
should be well-prepared for the
new rubber’s challenges.
“Ourtyres are designed to be
different to what we have seen
beforein F1, butIthinkall the

Vettel on yellows, so
they’ll be the softs

teams have managed to gather
some usefulinformation about
themintesting,” he said.

“We’re aiming for two or three
pitstops in Australia, and it will
be fascinating to see exactly how
thedrivers and teams are going
to use the tyres to employ
different strategies.”

Lotus case to take time

Don’texpect
aquickverdict

AFINALjudgmentinthe case
overthe use of the “Team Lotus’
nameis not expected until next
month atthe earliest.

The High Court case between
Team Lotusand Lotus Carsis
scheduled to be held over 10 days,
with the judge allowing up to six
weeks to consider the final verdict.
Itisthoughtthatonly an eleventh-
hour out-of-court settlement
would allow the case to be brought
toaconclusionany earlier.

This weekend’s Australian
Grand Prix will feature the first
use of the Team Lotus name at
the sport’stop level since 1994,
althoughitwasincorporated

into the name of Pacific Team
Lotus during’95.

The start of the case featured a
disagreement between David
Hunt, the man who claims he
acquiredtherightstothe Team
Lotusname attheend of 1994,
and Tony Fernandes, the principal
ofthe current Team Lotus. The
pair had hitherto been united
against Lotus Carsinthe battle
tousethenameinFormulal.

Hunt claimed last weekend
that Fernandes had tried to
make changes to their deal,
while a statement fromthe team
claimed thatitwas Hunt who
wastryingtorenegotiate.

Schu backs
FIA track
analysis

MICHAEL SCHUMACHER has thrown
his support behind recent moves by
the FIA to study changes to circuits
to encourage overtaking.

“Itisvery clear that if, for
example, you only have fast corners
thenyou won’t have any overtaking,
because you can’t follow another car
infront of you,” he said. “If you do
slow corner, long straight, slow
corner, the potentialis better.

“True, at Abu Dhabi you have slow
corner, long straight, slow corner,
but there is more to it than only that
ingredient. You have to putall of
theseingredients togetherand
make the track the right layout,
and theFIA, theteamsand
drivers are working on this.”

Schu backs plan

NEWS
PIT & PADDOCK

THIS WEEK IN F1

RED BULL The Milton Keynes squad could

Bl become the equal 10th most successful team
in the history of the world championship if
it wins this weekend’s Australian GP. That
would put Red Bull level with Cooper on 16
wins, but from fewer race starts.

F | McLAREN Jenson Button has not given up on

i making it an Australian Grand Prix hat-trick this
weekend, despite McLaren’s poor pre-season

testing form. “On paper that might not look

likely, but, seriously, who knows?” he said.

__‘_‘ FERRARI Sauber driver Sergio Perez, part of the
ﬁ""’ Scuderia’s young-driver scheme, is understood

to have prepared for the upcoming Australian
Grand Prix using a Ferrari simulator. The
Mexican will make his F1 race debut on Sunday.

[ .G MERCEDES Team principal Ross Brawn believes
W= thatthe way that exhaust gases are used for
2 aerodynamic benefit could be more of a
performance differentiator than the outlawed
double diffuser was. “It’s a significant area
which will be fascinating,” he said.

: RENAULT Nick Heidfeld has signed a
promotional deal with German cable TV
company Unitymedia. The 33-year-old

endorses the company’s products and
will participate in VIP promotions for it.

w WILLIAMS Technical director Sam Michael has
. confirmed that Williams will use KERS in this
k \ ‘I‘W, weekend’s Australian Grand Prix. This is despite
the team deactivating the system during the
recent Barcelona test amid technical concerns.

FORCE INDIA Adrian Sutil believes that Force
India’s best hope of scoring points in this

- 1 weekend’s Australian GP is from picking up
places when others drop out. The car has
disappointed in pre-season testing, but Sutil
said: “There are usually points to be won if
you see the chequered flag.”

—

~r SAUBER The Swiss team’s cars will carry a

Sw““' message at the Australian GP, dedicated to
those suffering in Japanese’s driver Kamui
Kobayashi’s homeland. The message translates
as “may our prayers reach the people in Japan”.

TORO ROSSO Former British F3 champion Daniel
Ricciardo will make his F1 race-weekend debut
on home soil in Friday practice. The Australian
will drive during the first free practice session.

LOTUS Team Lotus plans to bring its first major
upgrade to the Turkish Grand Prix in May. It
will continue to make minor updates to the car
during the first few races of the season.

HRT F1 returnee Narain Karthikeyan has no
doubts that the new HRT F111, which runs for
the first time at this weekend’s Australian GP,
will have the pace to qualify for the race.
“We have to be within 5.8 seconds of the
pole time, which we are capable of doing,”
said the 34-year-old Indian.
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Straight talk

David Coulthard

13-time GP winner and 2001 world title runner- up

A two-time winner in
Melbourne, DC knows
what it takes to be quick
around Albert Park.

He’s also had his fair
share of shunts there too!

LAT ARCHIVE

Melbourne Grand Prix, when

Formula 1 first moved from the
oldy-worldy streets of Adelaide to
this new-world metropolis, as I was
involved in the huge crash with my
commentary-box partner Martin
Brundle when he went rolling his
Jordan into oblivion. I won there a
year later, and in 2003, so I've got
very fond memories of the place.

Tt’s not like a normal street

circuit, it’s more of an established
track in its own right and has some
really challenging, fast corners
with some very big stops. It’s not
necessarily the easiest venue to

I remember very well the 1996

Exhausted DC beat Schuey
and Damon at Estorilin’95

overtake on, but we’ve got the
KERS and the moveable wings to
help with that.

The decision to make the wing
deploy only on the start/finish
straight confuses me. I would agree
with Sam Michael in last week’s

AUTOSPORT: it would have
made more sense to have it open
between Turns 2/3 because that’s a
more opportune place. You can run
in dirty air through Turn 2, which
you can’t at the final corner or
you’ll end up understeering in the
wall spectacularly like Michael
Schumacher did a few years ago.
Turn 1 also has a very shallow
apex, which makes it easier to
defend; Turn 3 has a much later
apex with a far-wider turn-in
— I know as I've crashed trying
to overtake at both!

SCOPE FOR FIRST-CORNER CHAOS
The nature of the track tends to
promote these unpredictable races
we often get at Melbourne. As I've
said, that first corner has an early
apex that funnels the cars in, and
is relatively close to the startline.

There’s a massive blindspot on
a Formula 1 car, the mirrors are a
fraction of the size that you have
on your road car. There’s an
assumption in a racing driver’s
brain that if you don’t see
someone, they’re not there, so
you turn in. So, knowing that,
if you go lunging into that space
in their blindspot, you do so by
the grace of God. If you walk into
that open door just as the other
guy closes it, that’s racing.

That is why you get so many
incidents at the first turn here.

DI RESTA’S F1 DEBUT

What will surprise Paul the most,
and this won’t just happen in
Melbourne, is just how hard a
grand prix distance is. It’s not like

a full day of testing; it’s fine doing
100 laps in 10-lap bursts, but
teams rarely do a full race grand
prix simulation at a test.

The physical and mental stress
involved in a 60-odd lap race has to
be experienced to be believed. I've
looked at a pitboard five laps into a
race feeling I've done 35 already!

I have a clear picture of my first F1
victory for Williams at Estoril in
’95, when I was leading the grand
prix thinking if Schumacher didn’t
slow down, and kept catching me as
he was doing, I was going to crash
at any minute. I just couldn’t keep
that relentless pace going.

T know from personal experience
that there’s a big difference from
being on the limit in an F1 car than
a DTM car. That’s going to be his
biggest anxiety, but Paul has got
to F1 on merit, and Britain can be
proud that we’ve put another driver
on the grid. He’s absolutely got the
talent to succeed in Fa.

Like Paul, I'm nervously excited
about my own debut in the
commentary box on the BBC this
weekend. As well as being a former
driver, I'm a long-term fan of
motor racing. I fall into the category
of excitedly waiting for my weekly
copy of AUTOSPORT to drop
through my letterbox today (sadly I
get it a day late in Monaco), just as
when I was a young boy I couldn’t
wait to watch the half-hour
highlights of each grand prix
on BBC2 with my father.

Now I've got the chance to
complete the circle. I hope I can
influence and enthuse the next
generation of young racers. H

ourne’s nature tends to
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Melbourne: a great F1 event -

Faraway from the troubles of Bahrain, Albert Park should provide Victorian value

ALL PICS: LAT

elbourne is a city that knows

how to put on an event. Even

if crowd numbers have
fluctuated at Albert Park in recent
times, the Australian Grand Prix
still manages to generate more
atmosphere in a ‘down’ year than
several other current Formula 1
venues could ever hope to.

This is particularly true when
it hosts the opening race of the
season. In the wake of the
difficult situation in Bahrain, it
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will once again be in the shadows
of the Melbourne skyline that the
first chapters of the new world
championship saga are written.
The track itself is a bit of a
hybrid — the public roads winding
around Albert Park Lake were
extensively reprofiled when the
deal for the race was announced.
As aresult, a lot of the corners
have more of a ‘permanent circuit’
feel about them, as do a lot of the
surrounding features (such as

2"GEA
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178,

CORNER SPEED

mph
BRAKING DISTANCE

m
BRAKING TIME

gravel traps instead of asphalt
run-off). But the low grip levels
serve as a constant reminder that
it is fundamentally a street track.

The race used to be notorious
for highlighting fragilities in new
cars. While reliability is now
much higher, unpredictable
aut eather is more than
capable of mixing things up.

-
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F1 PREVIEW >« ..
AUSTRALIA * .

VITANTONIO LIUZzI

It’s quite a big gamble to gointo the first -
corner at the start. It’sa medium-speed
cornerinthird gear. You goin there quite
fast, and to fit 24 carsinto the first apexis not easy.
Many times you have drivers who want to win the
raceinthe first corner, and this year we have a lot
of new drivers coming. It will be another challenge,
butit’s what makes the Australian Grand Prix
interesting. Safety cars, red flags, weather... the
Australian GPis one of the most interesting ones.

o

RUBENS BARRICHELLO

The first corner seems quite wide on the

runintoit, thenallofasuddenit closes 3
down. It’s not easy to get three cars g
through side by side, aswe’veseeninthe * |
past. There is nowhere to be completely safe on the

wayin;allyoucandois beflexible, see howit opens
up and work out where is the best place to go.

JENSONBUTTON

Turns 1and 2 always get a bit congested
onthefirstlap. Intherace, you want to -ﬁ
make up places at the start but it’s so i
easy to brake afoot late.

1996: VILLENEUVE AL T WINS ONDEBUT
After beating Williams team-mate Damon Hill to
pole position, reigning Indycar champion Jacques
Villeneuve led from the start and controlled the race
for 50 laps, passing the future world champion
between Turns 3 and 4 after briefly losing the lead
during pitstops. A brief off-track excursion, after
which he defended brilliantly

from Hill, damaged an oil

pipe and forced him

toslowintheclosing

stages. With eight laps

remaining Hill passed

him, leaving the Canadian

with astill-impressive

second in his first GP.

TURNS 11/12

With only the briefest of dabs on the brakes,
drivers pitch the carinto this left-right swoop
with maximum commitment. Last year, during
free practice, Kamui Kobayashi

wiped out his front

wing onamarker post

atthefirst apexafter

taking huge speed

into the corner - the

simulator on which he

learned the track had

nosuch bollard!
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EFRIDAY MARCH 25
0125-0305 Free practice 1 LIVE (BBC red button and online) S E B A S T I A N V E T T E L

0525-0705 Free practice 2 LIVE (BBC red button and online)

I SATURDAY MARCH 26
0255-0405 Free practice 3 LIVE (BBC red button and online)
0500-0730 Qualifying LIVE (BBC1)

I SUNDAY MARCH 27
0600-0900 Grand Prix LIVE (BBC1 & Radio 5 Live)

ALLPICS: LAT

A'lons 100.764 Heidfeld 101.368

Rosberg 101.985 Button 102.377
3 7 - o ( [ R A!
N : Buemi 102.419
Vettel 100.874 B (obayashi 101.534 S MM Schunacher 102.066. vent
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|
P Vettel 2/1
. Alonso I
Webber 9/2
BUTTON GETSIT RIGHT Hamilton 8/1
AN INSPIRED pit call from Jenson Button set himon Massa 10/1
the way to taking his first victory for McLaren in just | Schumacher 11
his second start for the team. The reigning world Rosberg 12/1
champion made an early switch to slick tyres while — ey Ly
. g B < Heidfeld 33/1
the track was still damp. He went off on his out-lap, but by the time his rivals Barrichello S0/1
gotrid of theirintermediates Button was in contention. Sebastian Vettel had Kobayashi 100/1
a potential victory snatched away from him for the second race running whena Petrov 100/1
wheelfailure pitched himinto the gravel. Fernando Alonso charged through Maldonado 150/1
the field after being caught up in a first-lap accident, and the Spaniard was Mguersuart 1501
furious that team-mate Felipe Massa was not ordered to get out of his way when gﬁ;& iggﬁ
hestillhad aslight chance of victory. RESULTS: 1 Jenson Button; 2 Robert di Resta 150/1
Kubica; 3 Felipe Massa; 4 Fernando Alonso; 5 Nico Rosherg; 6 Lewis Hamilton. Per 200/1
Kovalainen 250/1
Trulli 250/1
SUSPENSION Karthikeyan 500/1
; Glock 500/1
Melbourne is a bumpy track. Usually Lzt 500/1

il
GARY ANDERSON
Technical consultant

AERODYNAMICS

Melbourne is tricky because it's a
temporary circuit and track conditions
change dramatically. You need a

fair amount of downforce as there
arent many really long straights, and
getting the tyres warm and protecting
them is going to be very important.
Perhaps they will be running a higher
downforce level this weekend then
they have in the past to protect the
new Pirellis in the race.

¥ sutil 102.764

TR

*-
Lk
Maldonado 102.799

you don't change the car a huge
amount once you have a baseline set-
up, as the stiffness of the car is largely
dictated by the tyres. Traditionally, you
want to run the car reasonably stiff

to make sure you get the tyres up to
temperature quickly for qualifying.

d’Ambrosio 500/1

There’s always
money to be made

can only speculate
TYRES as to what the
Melbourne has always been a very
hard circuit on tyres and | expect
everyone to get a bit of a surprise.
This is the first time since the switch to
Pirelli tyres that the teams have been
to a track that is hard on the rear tyres
- the Spanish test tracks are all about
the front of the car. It's going to be
fascinating to see who reacts to it
best because the rears are going
to go off pretty quickly.

at10/1.It’s also

Toro Rosso drivers
to pick up a point.

at the start of a new
season. Like the rest
of us, the bookmakers

competitive order is.
It does appear that
Red Bull and Ferrari
are out in front, which
makes Felipe Massa a
good each-way punt

worth checking the
odds for either of the

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................... F1 PREVIEW

AUSTRALIA

LUCAS
DI GRASSI

thedriver@autosport.com

AS A RESULT of world politics and the problems
in Bahrain, the first race of the season is quite
late in the year. But the schedule doesn’t change
for a driver. While the teams battle logistical
problems, a driver will stay focused on how

to get the best out of the weekend.

The drivers fly out a week in advance to get
over the jetlag. You may think that they only have
to be ready in time for the race on Sunday, but
that's wrong. The driver has to be at his peak on
Thursday, so that every decision made with his
engineer and every moment of every lap is
optimised and error-free.

[ usually run about 10km a day from Monday to
Thursday before a race, but it varies from driver to
driver. Jarno Trulli likes to cycle and Felipe Massa is
always in the gym in his hotel, for example. Exercise
is a great way to get your mind working and your
body used to the new environment, temperature,
pressure, humidity, time difference, even local food!

Free time is another problem - the driver has
S0 many commitments with sponsors and public
appearances during the week before the race.

No driver likes doing it and you go into automatic
pilot, not really thinking about it! But you

don’t really mind.
The only thing that
the driver cares
about is how to

go faster and beat
everyone else!

AUTOSPORT technical creatingan average
correspondent Gary forall15 days. This
Anderson compileda graphicshows each
testingindex, created driver’s average
bytakingeachdriver’s compared to the
percentage deficit (on theoretical absolute
the days he ran) to the pace, whichis
outright paceand expressedas 100.

Kovalainen 104.203

d’Ambrosio 106.549
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SIMON ARRON PICS

COMMENT
PIT & PADDOCK

Mark Hughes

AUTOSPORT grand prix editor

Watching the oldest

surviving grand prix

carin action recalled a

time when drivers really

knew how to party — and

deal with officialdom

reading all about the very latest
grand prix cars, making their

seasonal debut. But just a week
before the race, at Phillip Island,
about 9o minutes south-east of
Melbourne, starring in the historic
meeting was what’s claimed to be
the world’s oldest surviving GP car,
the 1906 Darracq, 12.7 litres back
in the day, later enlarged to 14.25.
Just as in the day, it sat there bereft
of bodywork, proudly naked to
keep the weight down despite the
massive cast-iron engine, each of
its four cylinders seven inches wide.

Tt retired from the first grand prix,
but later that year triumphed in the
Vanderbilt Cup at Long Island, in
the hands of Louis Wagner. He was a
bit of a dude. As the team celebrated
its victory that night in New York,
he took a celebratory spin down
Broadway — and the driving style
that had proved such a wow on track
was met with less enthusiasm by
the New York police, who promptly
threw him behind bars for two days.

I n next week’s issue you’ll be

Darracqpacks
14.25-litre lump

Wagner’s team-mate, Victor
Hemery, was perhaps even more
formidable — both on track and off
it. He was possessed of a short fuse,
and race officials all over the world
were the recipients of his torrents
of abuse. Back then, cars competed
against the clock after starting at
intervals, so the winner wasn’t
known until the sums had been
done. Believing he’d won the Florio
Cup in 1905, on being told he’d
actually finished only fourth, he let
’em have it. Whatever he said isn’t
recorded, but it got him banned
from competing in Italy for a year.

The writer Peter Helck described
Hemery’s arrival for the 1905
Gordon Bennett eliminating trials
in the Isle of Man thus: “With
that rare faculty for antagonising
officialdom wherever he raced,
Hemery’s introduction to British
race procedure, stamped always
with decorum, was an exhibition of
monstrous contempt and insolent
disregard for any sort of official
restraint. First of all, he arrived too
late to start in his assigned position.
When he made his appearance, he
attempted to bull his way into an
immediate certified departure,
drowning out the remonstrations
of everyone with the thunder and
smoke of his engine. When released,
instead of the prosaic standing start,
he chose a terrific flying exodus
which precluded the taking on of
the necessary control cards as well
as denying the timing operators the
chance to check the exact second
of his fire-belching departure”

The Americans copped for it
too. He was banned from the
Florida Speed Tournament after
his reactions to the judges telling

him he’d made a false start.
Darracq’s American importer
arranged that Louis Chevrolet drive
the car instead — and took the
precaution of having security guard
it against any possible sabotage by
Hemery. Eventually it all became too
much for Alexandre Darracq, who
fired him at the end of the year.

Wagner left a few months later
of his own accord. He’d retired
from second place in the ’07 Targa
Florio with driveshaft failure. When
Darracq said he’d be attributing this
to his driver, Wagner was outraged
and offered his services to the rival
Fiat team. They agreed to pay off his
Darracq bond as well as doubling his
share of appearance money. Darracq
blustered that he would take the
matter to court, but it didn’t
happen. It was effectively the end
of the great days of Darracq racing.

The car in the Phillip Island
paddock was cutting-edge 105 years
ago. Its overhead-valve layout was
adventurous in a time of side valves.
But seeing it alongside a Bugatti T35,
it’s difficult to believe there’s just 18
years separating them. The driver,
Anne Thomson, perches about two
feet higher than the Bugatti pilot.
She was given a stern talking-to
by her husband for over-revving
it in practice — it briefly buzzed to
1500rpm, 100rpm beyond its limit
— but the motor stayed in one piece,
just as it has for over a century.

Tt was easy to imagine the great
Wagner’s long-lidded eyes looking
down from his perch, surrounded
by smoke and steam, just itching
for the starting signal. He wasn’t
so very different from the 24 guys
that will be sitting waiting for the
lights to go out this Sunday. &

|
“It briefly buzzed to 1500rpm,
00rpm beyond its imit”
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NASCAR/INDYCAR

TRADING PLACES

Two-time IndyCar champion Scott Dixon (right) and NASCAR Earnhardt Ganassi
driver Jamie McMurray (above) each got a taste of how the other half lives when
they swapped cars at Barber Motorsports Park and Talladega last week

INDYCAR

£

ORECA planning IndyCar kit

Sportscar stalwarts could join the IndyCar fold by developing an aero kit for the new-spec regulations in 2012

is looking to develop a bodykit
for the all-new 2012 one-make
IndyCar series.

ORECA, which won Saturday’s
Sebring 12 Hours with a Peugeot
908 HDi, has revealed that it could
take advantage of rules that will
allow manufacturers and teams to
develop their own aero packages for
the forthcoming next-generation
Dallara IndyCar. Company boss
Hugues de Chaunac and technical
director David Flourry met with
IndyCar boss Randy Bernard to
discuss their plans during the
Sebring event last week.

The French ORECA organisation

De Chaunac said that ORECA
is evaluating the move into the
IndyCar market, where it would
have to make its bodykit freely
available at a price of US$70,000
(£43,000), as the company grows
as a racing-car constructor. The
Paul Ricard-based company took
over Courage Competition at the
end of 2008 and has since built
cars for the LMP1, LMP2 and the
one-make Formula Le Mans
prototype categories.

“ORECA is becoming a racing car
manufacturer, so we have to look at
all areas of motorsport,” he said at
the weekend. “T am interested to see

if we can do an aero package for
IndyCar, because it is one of the
highest-level series in the world.

“We are thinking about it, but
nothing is done. We have an open
mind as we look to the future”

De Chaunac explained that he
believed ORECA’s experience in
building cars to the new LMP2 cost-
cap formula would be beneficial
when it comes to selling an IndyCar
aero kit to the prerequisite price. Le
Mans regulations demand that
a new-rules LMP2 rolling chassis
can retail for no more than
€325,000 (£280,000).

ORECA has close links with

Dallara. ORECA ran the Italian
manufacturer’s 2001 LMP9oo
design with both Chrysler/Mopar
and Judd power.

IndyCar bosses are expecting
four aero kits, including Dallara’s
standard package, for the first year
of the new car.

Lotus is the only organisation so
far to commit to producing one. It
is likely that its bodywork would be
developed at Dallara, which is also
working on a GTE-class Evora for
the British sportscar manufacturer.

Top IndyCar teams Penske and
Ganassi have stated that they won’t
be developing their own aero parts.

° °
Zanardi considers

$5m Vegas offer

TWO-TIME CART champion Alex Zanardi
has confirmed that he has been
approached by IndyCar about the $5m
bonus being offered to the winner of the
season-finale at Las Vegas, but said that
heisyetto decide whether to commit.
“We had a conversation aboutit,”
Zanarditold the Indy Star. “ButIdidn’t
think [IndyCar boss Randy Bernard] was
serious.’'manold fart now. I'd love to
beinit, butit’sonethingtotalkaboutit,
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anothertoputittogetheranddoit.”
Zanardilost both his legsinacrash
atthe Lausitzringin 2001, and while
he hassince wonracesinthe WTCCin
amodified BMW, his attentions have
recently been focused onracing
marathonsinthe hand-bike class.
Formerrival Dario Franchitti speculated
that the extramuscle that Zanardi has
developed around hisarmsand
shoulders could make it difficult for
himtoeven getintoan IndyCar cockpit.
“He’d be lucky to get his shouldersin
the car,” Franchitti said. “He was always
strong, like an ox or Popeye, and now
he’stwice that.”

Zanardi has been approached to race in Vegas
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Power must boost
oval performance

INDYCAR

Power ba.nks
on experience

INDYCAR ACE Will Power believes his experience of
ovalracing willimprove his chances of winning the
title he narrowly missed out on last year.

The Penske driver led the standings for the
majority of the 2010 campaign, but lost out to Dario
Franchitti at the Homestead season finale. Power
pin-pointed ovals as his weakness last year, and he
feels that simply knowing more about that form of
racing will put himin better shape this season.

“Goingintothe ovals last year Ijust didn’t feel I
knew what to expect,” said the Australian. “Ididn’t
have the experience, but this year I know exactly
what to expect. I’'m building on what I did last year,
andIknowI’ll be quick and challenging for wins
this year. We were strong on the road and street
courses already, so put thatall togetherandit’s
going to be my season.”

INDYCAR

Bernard unfazed
by George return

INDYCAR SERIES hoss Randy Bernard has played
downthesignificance of his predecessor Tony George
returningto the Indianapolis Motor Speedway’s
board of directors.

There-appointmentof IRL founder George to the
board caused concernamongthose in the series that
hold himresponsible for seriously damaging single-
seaterracingin America. Bernard initially declined to
commenton George’s return, but he broke his silence
last week and praised George for so far staying out of
any series business.

Referringto his recent negotiations toretain
Firestone as tyre supplier, Bernard said: “I stayed so
confidentialbecauseIdidn’t need anything leaked.

It was very difficultand stressful. I could have seen if
[George] was goingto get involved and wanted to know
more, and he stood by me. I remain optimistic that [the
board] willlet me do myjob as they have. He has
nottriedtointerfere. If he has good advice, 'm sure
we’lltalk more.”

A;lyone who has been to the Nurburgring’s
earsome Nordschleife will vouch for the
fact that it is a truly mad ribbon of asphalt.
It’s one of the few places still around that
really harks back to a bygone era, when danger
was a far-too prominent part of our sport.

But sometimes it seems that safety
concerns go over the top. Yes, the work done
to make deaths and serious injuries as rare
as possible should be applauded, but why
does every new circuit have to be lined with
supermarket car parks for run off areas?
When Formula 1 goes to tracks such as
Montreal and Suzuka, mistakes are punished
and the drivers have to raise their game.
Anyone competing in a top-level
international championship should have to
prove his or her worth, and adding a bit of
risk is often a great way to see who really
has what it takes.

‘With that in mind, is Marcello Lotti’s idea
to take the World Touring Car Championship
to the Nordschleife (p26) such a bad thing?
Sure, the Chevys, BMWs and SEATS could be
dwarfed by the track — we’d all rather see
DTM return, wouldn’t we? — but seeing the
likes of Yvan Muller tackling the fearsome
track would surely make for a better German
WTCC round than Oschersleben...

Nordschleife remains
last old-school circuit

ORECA’S TRIPLE

ORECA completed the endurance racing
triple crown last weekend. It added a
Sebring 12 Hours victory to its triumphs
at Le Mans (with Mazda in 1991, above)
and Daytona (with Chrysler in 2000)

@ P62 INDYCAR PREVIEW

Bernard notworried
“ about George return

ALLPICS: LAT
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ASTON GOES TESTING

The Aston Martin AMR-One ran in anger
for the first time last week at Snetterton.
The team still expects to give the car its
debut at the Paul Ricard Le Mans Series
opener on April 3.

WINKELHOCK FOR GT1

One-time grand prix driver Markus
Winkelhock will partner Marc Basseng

at the All-Inkl.com Lamborghini team in
this year’s FIA GT1 World Championship.
Former Porsche Supercup driver Jiri Janak
will race with Max Nilsson at the Swiss
Racing Team Lambo squad.

CAMARA IN A CORVETTE
Former IndyCar driver Jaime Camara
will race the DKR Engineering team’s
Chevrolet Corvette C6.R in the full World
GT1 series. The Brazilian will be joined
by former Renault Megane Trophy
runner-up Michael Rossi.

MATOS BACK WITH AFS

Raphael Matos will join the IndyCar field for
the season opener at St Petersburg after
securing a late deal with his former team
AFS Racing. The team will race as an
independent entry for the first time this
season after being an occasional co-entrant
with Andretti Autosport in recent years.

KANAAN SIGNS WITH KV

Tony Kanaan will remain in IndyCar
this year after signing to drive a third
car with KV Racing Technology. The
2004 champion’s future was thrown
into doubt when he lost his planned
drive with De Ferran Dragon following
the team’s sudden closure.

TRACY LANDS 500 DEAL

Former Champ Car champion Paul Tracy
will rejoin Dreyer & Reinbold for this
year’s Indy 500. The Canadian (below)
made three appearances with the team
last year as one of several drivers to
stand in for the injured Mike Conway.
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FIA fears over Peugeot flips
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Investigation underway into Peugeot 908s becoming airborne during crashes

he FIA is investigating the
Tlatest accident in which one

of the new Peugeot 908 HDis
became airborne during testing at

Paul Ricard last month.

FIA technical consultant Peter

Wright, who oversaw the

aerodynamic study that resulted

in the introduction of the shark

fin on all new prototypes for this

season, has revealed that the
governing body has already met

with Peugeot and the Le Mans 24
Hour-organising Automobile
Club de I'Ouest.

The meeting can be regarded as
confirmation that the 908 driven
by Nicolas Minassian flipped after

.
Herbert back in

an Audi for Spa

FORMERLE MANS 24 Hours winner
Johnny Herbert will return to the wheel of
anAudiinthe Spa 24 Hours later thisyear.
The three-time grand prixwinner, who
raced factory and customer Audi R8
prototypesin2001-04, will drive an Audi
R8LMS forthe United Autosports squad.

getting sideways at the fast
Verriere-S at the end of Ricard’s
start-finish straight, something
Peugeot initially denied.

Wright explained that the
governing body had become
involved because it had blanket
responsibility for safety in
motorsport. He stressed that
no course of action would be
decided upon before a thorough
examination of all the data.

“Peugeot has made a fair
amount of information available,
which will now be analysed before
we do anything else,” he said.

Details of the accident, in
which the 908 is believed to have

The Britontested a GT3-spec LMS at
Snetterton last week, and willjoin a roster
ofdriversintheteam’sthree-carline-up
thatalsoincludes Mark Blundell, Eddie
Cheeverand Stefan)ohansson.

Herbert, who will co-drive with Matt
Belland amateurs HenriRichard and
Richard Meins, said: “I've never competed
inthe Spa 24 HourssoI’'mreally looking
forwardtothataspect,aswellas
reacquainting myself with Audi”.

Herbert could alsoracean LMP2
prototype for United laterin the season.

cleared the perimeter fence of
the circuit and landed in the
adjacent airfield, are not being
released by Peugeot Sport.
Technical director Bruno Famin
would only say that the cause of
the crash was “because the driver
lost the car” and that there was
no mechanical breakage.

The FIA has written to the
manufacturers and chassis
constructors in the wake of the
accident, according to Wright,

“to make people aware of their
responsibilities”

“It would be rash to say because
you have built a car to a set of
regulations that it is safe,” he said.

Team owner Zak Brown said that he
intends to expand his teaminto P2 at the
end of thisyear ahead of afull seasonin
2012 and that he expectsto be partnered
by one of “the old F1 guys, maybe Stefan,
Johnny or Martin [Brundle].”

Brownsaid that he was likely to choose
alLola chassis for his P2 assault, which is
expected to beginat Petit Le Mans at Road
Atlanta. He added that the choice of
engineis currently betweenthe Ford
turbo V6 developed by Roush-Yatesand
Nissan’s normally-aspirated V8.

Fat ¥




Peugeot squadisinthe
spotlight over crashes

“The responsibility for safety
lies with the manufacturer
or constructor.”

The latest Peugeot crash
followed on from another
before Christmas in which
Marc Gene became airborne
after a rear-suspension failure
at MotorLand Aragon. These
accidents have happened
despite the introduction of the
fin, which was designed to keep
a car on the ground in the event
of it going sideways.

It is unclear whether the
ultra low-downforce
configuration in which the
908 has been running played
arole in Minassian’s accident.
One prototype designer pointed
out that a lower downforce
car would scrub off less speed
when sideways and is therefore
more likely to flip.

Herbert has already
tested GT Audiracer

R —
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e Mans Series could ditch LMP1

LMP1PROTOTYPES could disappear
fromthe Le Mans Series as partofa
reorganisation of the championship
fornextyear.

Theideahas beenfloated by Patrick
Peter, whose eponymous organisation
runsthe series. He has made the

LMP1 cars could disappear
from Le Mans Seriesin2012

suggestionatatime whenthe new
Intercontinental Le Mans Cup is taking
LMP1 cars away from the LMS, which has
been left with only six full-season P1
entriesfor2011.

Petersaid: “It could happen, why not?
[tisone way, but not the only way.”

Ameetingwas due to take place
between Peter and the Automobile Club
del'Ouest, whichorganises the Le Mans
24 Hours, todiscuss the future of the LMS
this week. The P1 question was due to be
discussed along with Peter’s suggestion
thatthe LMS and the ILMCrun separately
in Europe next season.

“It hasalways been my view that itis
difficult to have two championships
togetherinthe samerace,” said Peter. “It
is confusingand another problemis that
we might not be able toaccommodate the
carsfromboth seriesat Imola[in]uly].”

The official line from the ACO, which
runsthe [LMCandisastakeholderin
the LMS, isthatit has yet to be decided
whetherthe two series will be separated
fornext season.

ACOdirector general Remy Brouard
said: “We need to grow step by step, so
we willanalyse whetheritis necessary to
split, but would you prefer30 or 60 cars?”

DAMS
returning
to Le Mans

DAMS ran Caddys
backin2000-01

THE FRENCH DAMS team is set to
return to the Le Mans 24 Hours
after an absence of eight years in
partnership with OAK Racing.
DAMS, which ran factory Cadillac
prototypes at Le Mans in 2000-01,
is expected to join forces with the
OAK team to run at least one of its
LMP2-spec Pescarolo-Judds. Plans
for a full LMP2 programme by DAMS
(see AUTOSPORT, 28 October 2010)
were abandoned over the winter.
OAK managing director Francois
Sicard said: “We are working on a
collaboration with DAMS. It is an
obvious opportunity - they are
close to our workshops in Le Mans.”
The Status GP3 squad will also
take its first steps into sportscar
racing this year. It is providing

logistical support for the Lola-Honda

coupe that the US Level 5 team will
run in European rounds of the
Intercontinental Le Mans Cup.

ighcroft to Europe

THE US Highcroft team is looking at
racing its new HPD ARX-O1e in Europe in
addition to its Le Mans 24 Hours assault.
Team boss Duncan Dayton has
revealed that there is a good chance that
the LMP1 design, which finished second
on its debut in last weekend’s Sebring 12
Hours, will contest a number of Le Mans
Series events in Europe. He explained
that discussions were on-going as
Highcroft worked to put a programme
together for 2011 in the wake of the
loss of title sponsor Tequila Patron.
“We are interested in taking the car
over to Europe for some more races,”
he said, “but, ultimately, whoever is

Highcroft took
second at Sebring

paying the bills will decide where we
go and race.

“HPD is very keen to get one of its
LMP1 cars over there in Europe to show
what it can do. It would like to sell some
of the cars out in Europe.”

Dayton said there was no decision
on which LMS rounds the car might do.
Highcroft may struggle to get an entry
for the races that also count towards
the Intercontinental Le Mans Cup.

Asked if it was certain whether
Highcroft will take up its entry for the
Le Mans 24 Hours, Dayton said: “I would
say so. I think you can take it as read
that we will be there.”
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Would you ratherrace
here, or Oschersleben?

-

WTCC eyes the Nordschleife

Two-lap thrashes around famous circuit on the radar - if track can be upgraded for correct homologation

organisers are weighing up a
race around the 12.9-mile
Nurburgring Nordschleife — if the
circuit can be upgraded to meet

the requirements of the FIA.

The famed German circuit has
been primarily used for saloon and
GT racing since it was replaced by
the current Grand Prix circuit in

w orld Touring Car Championship

Series kicked off at Curitiba

MOTORSPORT
INSURANCE
SERVICES
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1984, and has not held a world
championship event since the
’83 Nurburgring 1000Km.

WTCC boss Marcello Lotti said
that he had already looked into
the possibility of a pair of two-lap
races at the track, although there
is still a lot that needs to be done
to make it happen.

“T looked at a two-lap race before
the Nurburgring 24 Hours, but
the circuit needs a grade-four
licence from the FIA,” Lotti told
AUTOSPORT. “Even then, we
would need the support of the
manufacturers. But I tell you, if
tomorrow this kind of traditional
circuit can be homologated, or can
have a homologation that permits us
to run, why not? Seriously, we can

consider it, but we’re not there yet.”

Lotti also elaborated on his
recent announcement that the
championship will add a US round
next year, saying that the venue had
been narrowed down to three
options, and that the race would be
twinned with the Brazilian round.

“It’s a choice between Sonoma
[Sears Point], Las Vegas and Laguna
Seca,” Lotti said. “Sonoma called
us up, that means we are doing
something right.

“T haven’t the seen Sonoma
circuit, but friends tell me it’s very
good. We are looking at how to
organise going to the west coast
either before or after Brazil”

Lotti said that the planned
Russian race would also go ahead

EVERY type of insurance that ANY person involved in Motorsport may require

next year, although not at the Sochi
circuit, designed by Hermann Tilke
for the Russian Grand Prix.

“Russia will definitely be on next
year’s calendar in a circuit to the east
of Moscow;” he said. “It is not the
Tilke one, as Hermann told me,
‘Marcello, don’t go there, it will never
be finished. The race will be in June
or September. The European Football
Championships and Olympics will
mean we can’t run between certain
dates in June and July.”
® The WTCC is expected to
announce the location of the
replacement for May’s cancelled
Moroccan round at Marrakech in
the coming days. The Hungaroring
and Austria’s Salzburgring are
among the main contenders.

ON TRACK - PERSONAL ACCIDENT - MOTORTRADE -

COMMERCIAL - LIABILITY

www.raceinsurance.co.uk or call 01943 884555

Motorsport Insurance Services Limited is Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority
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anck is
ticking for
Turvey

BRITISH GP2 racer Oliver Turvey
believes that time is running out
for him to land a seat on the grid
for this season.

The former McLaren AUTOSPORT
BRDC Award winner finished sixth
in the championship last year with
frontrunning team iSport International.
He completed a late deal to contest this
winter’s GP2 Asia Series with Ocean
Racing Technology, but has been unable

to put anything together
for the main series.

“We didn’t have the
budget in place to sign for
the whole year, and Asia
is much shorter so it’s
cheaper,” Turvey told
AUTOSPORT.

“You don’t want to lose
ground on the other guys
so we did a deal with
Ocean while we kept
looking for backers. There
are still a few seats left,
but it’s been really hard to
find any investment so far.”

Turvey added that he would not want
to scrape together a deal just to get
onto the back of the GP2 grid.

“We finished last year really strong so

. Turvey raced at Imola
with Ocean last weekend

[ know we could fight for wins,” said the
23-year-old. “I won’t just do the main
series for the sake of it.”

Turvey picked up four podiums last
year, as well as a race win in the
2009-10 Asia Series.

IN BRIEF

Pirelli goes softer to spice up GP3

GP3 SERIES bosses hope to introduce
the challenge of tyre management
into the championship this year by
using softer compounds.

e Drivers will have to nurse tyres

The series signed a deal with Pirelli
to supply tyres starting from last
year. It was the Italian’s return to
single-seater racing after a long
lay-off, so it took a cautious approach
to tyre construction in 2010.

Pirelli racing manager Mario Isola
told AUTOSPORT: “Last year was our
first year so it was important to be
safe. We couldn’t have races ruined
because nobody could make the tyres
last. But in reality the tyres didn’t

degrade enough.

“Now we have experience, we
can make all of the compounds one
step softer at the request of the
series. Hopefully this will create
some more challenges.”

Isola believes that tyre
management is a key skill for
drivers to learn at an early age.

“It’s a big thing in GP2 and
Formula 1 now, so the drivers at [GP3]
level need to learn about it,” he said.

E-i)odyear in mercy dash

NASCAR TYRE supplier Goodyear had to
rush in more than 1200 tyres to Bristol
Motor Speedway last weekend after
teams hit severe tyre trouble in practice.
Sprint Cup and Nationwide Series
teams were running a new tyre
compound at the half-mile oval. But
the tyres could only last 30 laps, around
100 laps short of a fuel run. Goodyear

changed the tyres in time for qualifying,
running a compound it used at the
Tennessee track last year.

Goodyear product manager Rich
Henrich said: “We normally see tyre
wear early in the weekend at Bristol,
but we didn’t have the normal
improvement this time. It was
obvious we needed to react.”

Goodyear’s new tyre
didn’t like Bristol

No All-Star
for Bayne

DAYTONA 500 winner Trevor Bayne has
turned down his invitation to race in
NASCAR’s All-Star race next month.

The 20-year-old became eligible for
the one-off Charlotte event when he
registered his first Cup victory at the
season-opening showpiece. But his
Wood Brothers team only wants to
add points-paying races to its
part-schedule this year.

Team co-owner Eddie Wood said:
“We weren’t going to run the Open
[qualifying race for non-winners]
anyway. If you’re going to spend
money, you’re going to run points
races. The way the new points system
is now, it may be possible to stay in
the top 35 without running all the
races if you’re consistent.”

Wood added his team had already
received a couple of offers from
sponsors to run the All-Star race.

PYE TOPS TESTING

Reigning British Formula Ford champion
Scott Pye topped the first session as
official British Formula 3 testing moved
to Oulton Park on Tuesday. The Double R
Racing-run Aussie had lapped his
Dallara-Mercedes 0.368s faster than the
Dallara-VW of T-Sport’s Menasheh Idafar
as AUTOSPORT closed for press.

VALERIO HAS OPTIONS

Former GP2 racer Alberto Valerio believes
that he is “90 per cent” certain to contest
the entire Brazilian V8 Stock Car season
after making his series debut at Curitiba
last weekend. Valerio has also not

ruled out a GP2 return.

SEATS FOR DANIELSSON
Ex-Formula Renault 3.5 Series champion
Alx Danielsson will run a pair of SEAT
Leons in this year’s Scandanavian Touring
Car series under the name Danielsson
Motorsport. Danielsson and teenager
Rasmus Marthen are linked to the drives.

PINKNEY WITH AUSTIN

British Touring Car Championship veteran
Dave Pinkney will race one of Rob Austin
Racing’s NGTC-spec Audi A4s in the series
this year. Team principal Rob Austin said
that “a couple of drivers” were still in
contention for the second seat.

ONSLOW-COLE PLAYS GOLF

Arena Ford refugee Tom Onslow-Cole

has made a surprise move to the AmD
Milltek team for this year’s BTCC. Race
winner Onslow-Cole will race the team’s
Volkswagen Golf, while Shaun Hollamby,
who raced the car last year, will step back
to focus on his role of team principal.

NEATE CONFIRMED AT ARENA
Ex-WSR BMW driver Andy Neate was
due to be confirmed as Tom Chilton’s
team-mate at Arena Ford for this year’s
BTCC season today (Thursday). Team
principal Mike Earle said that he was
optimistic of being able to name a third
driver as AUTOSPORT closed for press.

GILHAM GOES LOUD

This is the striking livery (below) that
BTCC newcomer Tony Gilham will run

this year on his Triple 8 Vauxhall Vectra.
Carrera Cup graduate Gilham was
expected to test his new car at Silverstone
today as AUTOSPORT closed for press.
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VIDEC4 wiilh GPS

Special Introductory

Offer!
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VIDEO4 Integrated video and data logger

This offer is for a complete 2 channel video and data system, that

includes the following:

e 2 video channels, supplied with high quality Sony bullet cameras

e 10Hz GPS

e 100Hz 3D accelerometer

@ Built in microphone and external audio input

e Live video output

e Data port for expansion

e High quality motorsport connectors

e Overlay high quality alpha blended graphics (live or post processed)

e Advanced lap timing (including predictive lap times and time slip)

e 2 click DVD generation

® Automatic YouTube upload

e The industry’s favorite data/video analysis software

e Friendly and helpful support

e Supplied with memory card, USB card reader, mounting brackets...
ready to install and use.

v 1% = bk

and DL1 PRO

~ GPS data loggers with powerful processing
e Perform calculations on live data

DAS H 4 PRO e Calculate and display timeslip, livel

Steering wheel mounted OLED display
e Fully configurable ultra-bright dual colour shiftlights
e Fully configurable graphic display
e Steering wheel mounting option
e Ultra high contrast OLED display
e Rugged aluminium case

e Extensive lap timing functions
e Spiral wound cable

o Control external systems on the vehicle with output drivers
and PWM output controller optional enhancements

e Extensive automatic logging control
e unrivalled accuracy with our 20Hz GPS option (5Hz standard)
e Supplied with our industry leading analysis software

® |[P54 sealed DL1 PRO with fully sealed connectors, and
aluminum casing

Race Technology Ltd (UK) 01773 537620
(US) 804 358 7289 -

sales@race-technology.com www.race-technology.com
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Flashback

May 11, 2003

TOP FIVE

Upsets in Australia

1 WEBBER (2002)

2 SATO (2007)

3 IRVINE (1999)

4 COULTHARD
(1997)

5 RAIKKONEN
(2001)

ZANARDI’S LAST RUN IN A SINGLE-SEATER
Alex Zanardi has been linked to a one-off at IndyCar’s Las Vegas season
finale. The Italian last drove a single-seater at the Lausitszring in 2003
when he symbolically completed the final 13 laps of the 2001 race at

the same venue, where he lost both legs in an accident.

Weekly poll: Australian GP

B THERE’S GOING
TO BE AN UPSET
34%

[ FELIPE MASSA
3%

We asked AUTOSPORT
forum users who
they think will
win this weekend’s
Australian GP

I SEBASTIAN VETTEL
27%

MARK WEBBER
15%

[5 FERNANDO ALONSO
21%

@12WillPower

Had a busy morning...time
to do some yard work-this
will be the 1st time I've
mowed in 15 years--sad I
know--but I haven’t had a
yard to mow.

@RyanBriscoe6

I spent the entire
morning putting away
and tidying the house so
the cleaners could
actually clean.

@mw55

(Michael Waltrip)
tweets are much better
when you dont have to
explain them.

@Jimmiejohnson

Bobby Labonte gave me a
beat down on Wii boxing!
I 'should practice next
time...

@alexwurz

Allan McNish just asked
if we should go to the
pub! Being 1foot smaller
than me I guess he

wants a drink not a fight.

@Hinchtown

(James Hinchcliffe)
Thought about asking
@ladygaga for
sponsorship but a car
with sidepods of meat
wouldn’t be super fast.
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AUSTRALIAN GRAND PRIX REPORT
Find out what really happened in
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MINI GOES

FULL-SPEC

The Mini Countryman ran in its full WRC specification
for the first time in Spain last week. This is the first
picture of the Mini’s aerodynamics as they will
appear when Kris Meeke and Dani Sordo give

the car its WRC debut on Rally d*Italia in May.

Y

Tyre underdog targets GB upset

Chinese firm DMACK hopes to entice Solberg or Ostberg to use special Rally GB tyre and trounce Michelin

hinese tyre company DMACK
is looking to entice one of the
World Rally Championship’s
leading drivers away from rival
Michelin to use purpose-built
rubber in an effort to win Rally GB.
Michelin is supplying Citroen,
Ford and Mini in this year’s series,
but DMACK motorsport boss Dick
Cormack is confident that he can
tempt a leading driver away from
the French firm for the final round
with a tyre constructed specifically
for the Welsh roads.
Michelin and DMACK are
allowed to make one new
construction of tyre during the

season. AUTOSPORT"s sources
have confirmed that the French
firm will do this in time for
next month’s Jordan Rally (see
AUTOSPORT, March 17), when it
will strengthen the construction of
its gravel cover. Once this is done,
the teams cannot return to its older,
lighter tyre. This, says Cormack,
could play into DMACK’s hands.
“We can build a tyre to win Rally
GB,” he said. “What I'm looking for
is a driver like Petter Solberg or
Mads Ostberg to test the tyre,
see how quick they are and
help us to win the event.”
Michelin’s gravel tyre currently

weighs in at around 15kg, while
the DMACK equivalent is 16.2.
Cormack is confident he can shave
2kg off that for the GB version.
“That’s a huge amount of weight
to save and we know we can do it,”
he said. “We know what’s needed
to make a tyre for Britain and we’re
not short on resources to make it
happen. Being a smaller operation
than Michelin, we have a massive
amount of flexibility”
Drivers are allowed to make
one change of tyre supplier in the
season, but Cormack knows he
will have to rely on a private
driver for Rally GB.

“We’re not going to be able to
challenge across the spread of the
season,” said Cormack. “But we
know what we could do for GB
and then, if we can land a very
good private driver in a World Rally
Car, we could be right up there”

., a; Cormack thinks
this can be lighter

Latvala: should be
apexingonthe flag

[ WRC |
Fans point out
Latvala errors

FORD DRIVER Jari-Matti Latvalasays
Rally Mexico spectators have helped
himto understand where heis going
wrong with his driving.

The Finn, who has had a disappointing

starttothe season withthe Fiesta RS
WRC, said the fans showed him video and
photographicevidence from the stages.
“Some people cameinto the service

areain Mexicoand they showed methe
pictures of me compared with the other
drivers,” said Latvala. “Iwas further out
fromthe line and not driving so precisely
aseverybody else. This has definitely
helped me. It makes sense. I tried driving

withthisin mind laterin Mexico and it
helped. It will help me in Portugal [this
coming weekend] too.”

Latvala has struggled with the nervous
nature of the Fiesta,and he willneed a
boost cominginto Portugal -an event he
has crashed out of the past two years.

“My accidentsin Portugalareinthe
past.Iprefertofocusonthefuture,”
said the 25-year-old.

PN from 24 - 27 March UPGRADE NOW « CALL 0844 324 0959 « ESPN.CO.UK/TV
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SPECIAL STAGE

No team orders for Citroen — yet

TTHN=S

Quesnel: “tellSebhe
canfightwith Seb”

CITROEN TEAM boss victory in this week’s
Olivier Quesnel says he Rally Portugal.
will continue to allow That is despite the

Sebastien Loeb and

approach costing the

earlier this month

- Ogier slid off the road
on the final morning
while trying to keep
seven-time champion
Loeb behind him.

That mistake cost
Citroen 18 points in the
manufacturers’ race.

Quesnel said that he
would only change his
mind if tactical driving
was required late in the
season to help Citroen in

the championship battle.

“It depends on the
points,” said Quesnel.
“Maybe it will be at
the end of the season,
maybe not. Our drivers
know what’s at stake:

manufacturers’ title.”

Quesnel says the
battle between Ogier
and Loeb will be good
for Citroen.

“I’m convinced that
their rivalry will help
the team score great
results in the coming
rallies,” he said. “We
knew we would be faced
with this situation, but
we didn’t think it would
arise so quickly.”

Citroen has won all
three of Portugal’s World
Rally Championship
rounds since the nation
returned to the calendar
in 2007, with Loeb
taking two and Ogier

AUTOSPORT SAYS..(x

DAVID EVANS
RALLIES EDITOR

david.evans
@haymarket.com

Sebastien Ogier to team a near-certain they have to help breaking his WRC
fight each other for one-two on Rally Mexico  Citroen win the duck last May.
IN BRIEF Bic|
- it
L ] - | SKODA AT GOODWOOD BRC tlt (2
still Fisher’s
ambition

SOUSA TESTS

Portuguese driver Bernardo Sousa

completed his first test of a Ford
Fiesta WRC on Monday (above),

when he drove the car he will use
on his home WRC round this week

for 30 miles. This will be Sousa’s
World Rally Car debut.

CASH FOR KIKA

The Van Merksteijn Motorsport
team, which will run Peter van
Merksteijn on 10 rounds of this
year’s WRC starting with Rally of

Portugal this week, will sport decals

from children’s cancer charity
KiKa on its Citroen DS3 WRC.
The team will be raising money
for KiKa by setting cash aside
for every kilometre it completes
on the 10 rallies this year.

JUHA WANTS SOME SUN
Four-time world champion Juha
Kankkunen is the latest driver to
tempted by the Midnight Sun Ral

be
ly

in Sweden in July. The Finn has been

tipped to drive a Ford Escort
supplied by Historic RallySport.
Historic RallySport will also be
supplying Kenny Brack’s Escort
for the event - not Historic
Motorsport, as we erroneously
reported last week.

This year’s rally element of the
Goodwood Festival of Speed will
be known as the Goodwood Forest
Rally Stage presented by Skoda.
Skoda UK Motorsport will take its
Fabia S2000 to the June 30-July 3

event for Andreas Mikkelsen. It will

also hand out awards for the most
spectacular driving on the stage,
improve access to the stage at the
top of the hill and provide road
cars for the stage organisers.

MEGANE R4 DEBUT
Emmanuel Guigou gave Renault’s
latest rally car, the Megane R4, its
debut on Rallye le Touquet last
weekend. The two-wheel-drive
machine struggled in northern

France’s changeable conditions and

could only manage ninth overall.

FALDO GETS SIDEWAYS
Multiple Major-winning golfer

Sir Nick Faldo joined Andreas
Mikkelsen (below) for a spin in
Skoda UK Motorsport’s Fabia
$2000 at the Goodwood Festival
of Speed press day last week.
Shortly after getting into the car,
Faldo’s first question to Mikkelsen
was: “Been driving long?”

.

Fisher gearing up for WRC Academy

NORTHERN IRISHMAN Alastair Fisher
has not ruled out a return to the British
Rally Championship next season, as he
gears up for the inaugural round of the
World Rally Championship Academy on
Rally Portugal this weekend.

The 22-year-old has been one of the
BRC’s leading drivers for the past two
seasons in a Mitsubishi, but switches
to the one-make series for Ford Fiesta
R2s, which replaces the defunct Junior
World Rally Championship.

“Obviously, it’s really exciting to be
moving up to the Academy,” said Fisher.
“But I would still have ambitions to win
the British Rally Championship.

“I'd like to think T would have
been one of the frontrunners if I'd
been there this year, but I'm focused
on the Academy.”

It’s 10 months since we stood, gawped and
shook our heads in disbelief at what seemed
to be utter stupidity on the part of Olivier
Quesnel. The mid-point of the penultimate
stage of any significance of last year’s Rally
of Portugal confirmed this. It was mid-year
and Quesnel was letting his boys race.
An hour or so later, those same hacks who
had crowded around the timing screens
in the Algarve Stadium, blinking at the
ineptitude of a seemingly-needless and
potentially-pointless Loeb-versus-Ogier
encounter, slapped Quesnel on his back,
praising his bravery and thanking him for
the sporting contest he had served up.
I know this, because I was one of them.
Having become so used to Dani Sordo
finishing second, it took us all by surprise
to have another driver fronting up to Loeb.
The good news is, it’s going to be the same
again in Portugal this week. But Ogier needs
to make it stick. If he trips up like he did in
Mexico, then he’ll a) be right up the creek
in terms of his own title aspirations; and
b) find that there’s only one Seb on
Quesnel’s speed-dial...
Ogier starts Portugal in a good place on
the road, but the flip side of this is that
he’s already 22 points behind Loeb in the
title race after
just two rounds.
And when was
the last time
anybody ever
came from such
a disadvantage
to Loeb to
win the title?
Er, never.

Ogier: tougher
rival than Sordo

WRC PREVIEW

Rally Portugal
3/13

Faro

March 24-27

Event
Round
Based
Date

Stages 17
Surface

Last year’s winner
Points leader

gravel
S Ogier (below)
Mikko Hirvonen
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There
will be
alotof /7~
mistakes

Red Bull chief Christian Horner
joined former HRT racer Karun
Chandhok and AUTOSPORT regulars
Mark Hughes, Gary Anderson and
Edd Straw to discuss the 2011
season over a curry. ANDREW
VAN DE BURGT picked up the bill
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TYRE TROUBLE

One of the biggest changes for
2011 is the introduction of Pirelli
tyres. The Italian firm was asked
to make tyres that create different
strategic options, but the high
wear rate the drivers encountered
in testing was a bit of a shock.

£ From left: Van de Burgt, Straw, Horner,
Hughes, Anderson and Chandhok

MARK HUGHES (MH): Are the tyres
going off that much that you never get
quick when you start on high fuel?
GARY ANDERSON (GA): You never
get quick. In the first Barcelona test,
Fernando Alonso went out and did a
24-something on his first lap which
looked like it was the start of a
long-distance run. He was looking
quite good but... I think if you drive
hard on the first lap then the tyres
degrade and that’s what you’re stuck
with. Barcelona has always been hard
on tyres — it starts chunking the
rubber. The Bridgestones had that
problem with graining but with the
Pirellis it seems to be the rears going
away more than the fronts.

KARUN CHANDHOK (KC): They
don’t seem to have the cold-grain issue
that Bridgestones used to. It seems to
be just wear and degradation. Also with
Australia being the first race you won’t
really get a complete picture. It’s kind
of an anomaly of a circuit.
CHRISTIAN HORNER (CH): I think
what’s going to be interesting is the
strategy. Some tracks may even require
four stops. Based on what we’ve seen
so far, Singapore will be one, Canada
may be another. You could be in a
situation where you’re running out

of tyres to put on the car. There was
one long run that Sebastian Vettel did
in Barcelona where Paul di Resta was
catching him. Di Resta pitted and
within five laps he was pushing to pass
him! The pitlane takes 25 seconds or
something and then there’s the stop.
And within five laps he was on him!
EDD STRAW (ES): That’s what we
need isn’t it? Variables.

KC: I wonder with the parc-ferme rules
as they are now whether people will do
more in terms of getting a car towards
the race and looking after tyres and not
worry much about qualifying. A bit »
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<« like the early ’9os or late ’80s

and that race in Mexico where Prost
was P13 (on the grid) and then just
chipped away and just looked after

his tyres and won.

GA: That’s the big decision. Will you
do three or four stops and drive each
one like it’s a qualifying lap or do a
two-stop or one-stop race?

ES: Is there then not a danger that
with the two tyre compounds — and
everyone having the same amount of
tyres — that as the season goes on the
strategies converge?

CH: If you look at last year, for
example, you had to make one good
decision about when to make your one
stop. Now you’ve got to dissect the race
into two, three or four segments and
how those segments fit together. Are
you better pitting early and being
quicker on fresher rubber, or do you
concede the position in the expectation
of being quicker at the end?

KC: It’s an odd one because
everybody’s tyres are going to degrade.
Someone like Jenson Button with his
style may get the tyres to last longer,
but when the tyre starts to degrade

it will suit Sebastian, Alonso or Lewis
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— drivers who can hang onto the
oversteer. They’re more comfortable
with the car moving around.

CH: I think Karun’s absolutely right.
The quick guys work out a way to

drive their car. If you look at the way
Fernando drove the Renault on the
Michelins... that wasn’t his natural
driving style, that was what he did to
get the best out of the tyres on that car.
GA: That’s what I said about Michael
Schumacher. On a Sunday afternoon in
his heyday he drove the car he had, and
he made the most of it. I remember
watching at Imola, back when Eddie
Irvine was his team-mate at Ferrari. On
the run down into Rivazza, during the
first practice session, Michael came
down into there and just went sideways
as soon as he hit the brakes, couldn’t
hold it. It was exactly the same for
Irvine. On the second lap, Michael’s car
stepped out about half as much, Irvine
still stuck sideways. Michael did a third
lap, nothing, couldn’t see a thing.
Irvine still stuck it sideways. That’s
the difference isn’t it? And that’s what
you need to do. I don’t think there’s a
solution within driving that will
actually make the tyres not degrade.

“Are you better pitting
early and being quicker
on fresher rubber or
do you concede the
positioninthe
expectation of being
quicker at the end?”
Christian Horner

Alonso will drive
around tyre problems

Pirelli’s compounds ey
willvary enormously N
= q J,
- < /4

Istherenowtoomuch |
forthe F1driverto do?

The ‘arguing’ began
before the food arrived




The panelabsorbs a bit
of Chandhok wisdom

REAR WING

This season drivers are able to
open a 50mm slot in the rear
wing that will reduce drag and
increase top speed. The idea
is that it creates overtaking
opportunities, but the worry is
it will lead to artificial action.

KC: The wing’s massively interesting,
especially the way some drivers are
using it. It was fascinating to stand
on the outside of Turn 2 at Barcelona
and see how early Mark Webber was
getting on the button.

CH: It’s frightening how early the
drivers get on it. I was watching
Alonso at Jerez at the right kink after
the chicane. He was on it through
there. At the beginning of the run it
was sort of all right but by lap five,

I was thinking, “Whoa!”

GA: It’s quite interesting watching
down at the first corner in Barcelona.
Nico Rosberg was shutting it 100
metres before anybody else. They
said it was just because of the very
high fuel levels. Opening the wing

is going to make a difference of
10-12km/h at the most. That means
you've got to be within something like
12m of the car in front for it to help
with a pass, which is about 0.2s. In
Barcelona you couldn’t come round the

last corner that close to the car in front.

CH: The confusing thing is you can
use the wing wherever you like in
qualifying and then the rules are
different for the race. I think it’s
something that we need to discuss

Schumacher and Merc
flewin final winter test

Will adjustable rear
wing help overtaking?

with the FIA. Maybe there’s a better
way for that to be used. I think the
race strategy is going to be a whole
world more busy than it has been for
sure. And I think there’ll be a lot of...
GA: Mistakes?

CH: Mistakes, yes, and luck.

MH: And a lot of random results.
GA: Tt’s reading all of the rest of the
cars’ strategies as well, not just yours.
That’s the insight.

MH: As it looks at the moment you'd
say they’ve got to massively increase
the rear-wing usage.

CH: And I think if you can use it for
pretty much the whole straight then
it would be more effective.
ANDREW VAN DE BURGT (AV):
Have your drivers simulated being
behind someone and actually overtaken
them on track with the wing?

CH: Yes, and been overtaken.

AV: And it’s proven as effective as it’s
supposed to be?

CH: Yes.

AV: Is it impossible to defend against?
Do you just have to sit there and watch
them breeze past you?

CH: Erm, yes. I think what they need
to do is to work out a distance that
doesn’t make it too easy.

GA: 600 metres is definitely not
enough to do that.

CH: It’s something they need to
experiment with to get right. The
thing that concerns me a little bit is
how the drivers will be informed

that it’s available. I understand it’s
from a light coming on on the dash.
You can sometimes see the timing
loops go down occasionally, what if
that happens in the race and you
can’t use the wing?

ES: Can you imagine a situation
where a driver loses the title because

PRE-SEASON DEBATE
FI'S HOT TOPICS

of an FIA glitch?

KC: We sat in the drivers’ meeting last
year and had a discussion about this.

I think Sebastian, Lewis and I tried to
speak to Charlie Whiting about it. It all
kind of flared up and we said, ‘Look,
has anyone got any ideas?’ He said,
‘Well it should just be a push to pass’
And for the bloke on the grandstand or
on television it’s a countdown isn’t it,
if you’ve got 25 or whatever to last the
race? I thought, ‘Well, that’s actually
quite an easy way to do it.

CH: I think it’s a better solution on
face value.

KC: And also if the guy in front of
you wants to pull away or defend,
that’s his prerogative isn’t it?

CH: But was the racing so bad last
year it needed a fundamental element
changing? Ever since I’ve been
watching Formula 1 there’s never been
a huge amount of overtaking. It’s like
football — if they suddenly score 25
goals in a game does it make the game
more exciting?

MH: No, there’s got to be a balance
hasn’t there? But it has dropped off
dramatically. I don’t know when the
exact point was, but if you look at the
top six, how many actual on-track
overtaking moves were made last year,
in 1990 and in 1970? There’s virtually
no difference between ’70 and ’90, but
only about a sixth as many last year.
ES: The real question is how much
does Formula 1 need overtaking? I
mean, do we think the races as they
were last year were good enough to
make this more popular with everyone?
MH: I think it needed a bit more. I
think we got rescued by the weather a
few times. Having to change tyres and
stuff like that.

GA: I think it’s difficult to get the »
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<« right balance. I think if you get a
situation like Alonso and Vitaly Petrov
last year — he couldn’t overtake him.
We’re sitting here shouting, “Take a dive
down the inside of him, but if you do
go wheel-to-wheel and have a bit of a
banging session then you get a penalty.
CH: Tt was interesting to see how many
times Petrov ran wide with no penalty,
whereas on other tracks or in previous
years he’d have gone through a gravel
trap or paid a penalty for that.

GA: But going back to the British
Grand Prix: you've got Alonso battling
Robert Kubica, and being forced to go
around the outside at Club. Suddenly
he was done for that. I mean, that’s OK
because he went off the track to pass
him but... Jesus, what do you do?

But there’s no price to pay for running
wide or going off nowadays.

ES: Is there a way to do that with
more grace? So you get some tyre
damage if you run off the track?

KC: But that’s not good for the TV,
though, is it?

ES: No, but then again the people
watching on TV like to see that if
there’s a mistake it gets punished.

AV: Well, that’s where I think we
should have a WWF-style race where
there are 600 overtakes and see what
the fans think of it. If it adds another
two million to the viewing figures
then what’s wrong with that?

CH: But that’s not F1is it?

AV: But it’s not just a scientific
engineering exercise is it? It’s
supposed to be entertainment.

CH: That’s where you have to find

a balance — Formula 1 isn’t just an
engineering challenge.

AV: I would at least like to see some
concrete proof. Let there be a race with
too much overtaking and see what
happens. If the feeling is there’s too
much then let’s rein it back. I’d love

to write a column entitled “Too much
overtaking at the Australian GP".

Anderson: new engine
rules are nota priority

36 autosport.com March 24 2011

KERS safety now better,
according to Horner

KERS

Kinetic energy recovery systems
are back after a year away. They
provide a 6.6-second power
boost, but if everyone has them,
will it make any difference?

KC: Christian, how are Red Bull
getting on with KERS? Obviously

you guys haven’t raced it before.

CH: We ran it at the beginning of
2009 and that was very much a
conventional Renault system. The
system we’re running now is deviating
slightly but is principally the same.
And yes, it seems to do what it says on
the tin. I'm personally not convinced
about the concept — it sends a message
but in terms of cost it’s very high. It’s
almost a contradiction of what we’re
trying to do in controlling costs. If it’s
something that Formula 1 wants I think
we should have done a standard system
to try to contain the costs.

AV: Have the safety concerns been
alleviated?

CH: Touch wood. At the moment it all
looks OK. I think people in the teams
have become more educated. I think
that safety systems have become better.
ES: In terms of an environmental
message, if you ask someone who’s not
involved in automotive or motorsport
‘What is KERS?’ they have no idea.
Why does Formula 1 keep getting these
things wrong? They could have called it
hybrid, that would have communicated
it, but clearly that didn’t happen.

CH: I think the problem is we’re paying
the price for what was perhaps a bad
concept from a few years back.

ES: Do we think the good ideas will be
executed well for the 2013 races?

CH: Well, that’s why I think that there
needs to be proper consultation
between the FIA and primarily the
engine manufacturers. It’s important

they get that right because Formula 1
is, yes, an engineering challenge, but
it’s also a show. I think the promoter is
very concerned about the sound. For
90 per cent of the people that go to a
grand prix, one of the things that
stands out is the noise. And if we lose
the essence of a grand prix car by
taking away one of those elements and
running 1.6-litre, four-cylinder turbos,
I think it’s quite concerning.

GA: If you look at Formula 1 last year
from qualifying to the first lap of the
race it’s like six seconds difference.
But 99.9 per cent of the spectators
wouldn’t have noticed that just
because the noise is the same.

CH: At the last test we had probably the
best part of, I don’t know, 50,000 people
turn up to watch cars drive round.
Ninety per cent of watching those cars is
the noise. I think collectively the teams,
the governing body, the promoter really
need to get together to ensure that we
don’t lose one of those key elements.

I mean, the V8’s already marginal.

The V1o sounded fantastic!

AV: Especially the unrestricted
20,000rpm ones.

CH: The other aspect you have to look
at is cost. For an independent team
with a customer engine it’s pretty
much €5 million. It’s value for money.
The worrying thing about the new
engine is how those development costs
are going to have to be absorbed.

MH: How can someone like Cosworth
commit to selling a new engine for

€5 million that they have to design
and build from scratch?

ES: Is a new engine necessary in what’s
now a non-manufacturer era?

CH: Personally I don’t believe it’s our
biggest priority at this point in time.
GA: If T gave you a list of all the stuff
that’s broken in Formula 1, the engine
would be right down the list.

CH: Currently we use 16 engines for

a full grand prix season. In seasons
gone past you’d use that number in
pre-season testing!



Toro Rosso was fast
and consistentin tests

Exhaust designisall
therageinF1thisyear

Ex-HRT racer Chandhok
predicts big tyre wear

THIS YEAR’S CARS

Every year the regulations get
tighter, yet teams still find myriad
ways of interpreting them.

AV: What’s caught your eye on the
new cars in testing Gary? The Renault
exhaust is interesting...

GA: It’s blowing that little corner-piece
of wing. It probably could be the
velocity, bringing the airflow across
and igniting the floor by blowing that
piece. But I think it’s quite critical.
MH: It’s apparently very heavy as well.
So the car’s got no ballast.

CH: I think that’s one of the appeals
of Formula 1. You’ve got some really
ingenious solutions. I mean exhausts
have never seen as much focus as they
currently have.

AV: Has anything else stood out for
you, development wise?

GA: The Williams gearbox is a visual
feat of engineering to behold. It’s nice

PRE-SEASON DEBATE
FI'S HOT TOPICS

and neat and tidy. But where it takes
Williams, at the end of the day, I'm
not so sure.

KC: What about stiffness? I was
watching the Williams in Valencia in
the pitlane and when the engine starts
it vibrates a lot.

MH: Apparently Michael Schumacher
was quite unnerved by how much the
wing was moving about with the
suspension and told one of his team
to tell Williams that.

CH: The Toro Rosso’s interesting...
ES: It looked consistent during the
tests, didn’t it? There’s a group of
midfield teams that are quite close.
GA: But there’s not that much
difference between Lotus and Virgin
this year. If Lotus were going to be that
good they’d have left Virgin behind.
ES: For me the major difference is that
Virgin have been much more realistic
in terms of wanting to kind of cruise
up to the back of the midfield race.
Which is a logical step for them.
Whereas Lotus seem to...

AV: Well, they’re going to be fighting
for podiums aren’t they? &
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The @

|

questions

of 2011

AUTOSPORT gathered a panel of
experts — drivers, presenters and
journalists — to canvass opinion
on what will happen in F1in 2011
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WHO WILL WIN THE 2011
DRIVERS CHAMPIONSHIP?

WEBBER 5%

VETTEL 55% ALONSO 40%

RED BULL WEBBER -1

ALONSO-1 FERRARI MASSA-1

PANELLISTS'
CHOICE FOR HAMILTON-12 | MCLAREN | BUTTON-4
INTRATEAM
OUTCOME
IN2011 ROSBERG-13| | MERCEDES ISCHUMACHER-3
HEIDFELD-16 RENAULT | PETROV-0
BARRICHELLO-16/l  WILLIAMS | MALDONADO-0

FORCE INDIA

SAUBER
TORO ROSSO

VIRGIN

KOBAYASHI - 12

PEREZ -4

BUEMI-3

ALGUERSUARI -13

KOVALAINEN -10 TRULLI-6

GLOCK-16

D’AMBROSIO-0

HRT [KARTHIKEYAN -1
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BIG QUESTIONS
EXPERT EXPECTATION

Di Resta is experts’ tip
for top rookie this year

‘WHOWILL | DIRESTA
BETHETOP | 50%
ROOKIE? |

MALDONADO |
) % |

Vettelis pundits’ choice
for the 2011 world title

................................ . WHICH TEAM WILL BE MCcLAREN
~ WILL MICHAEL THE SURPRISE PACKAGE? 6%
SCHUMACHER
WINARACE WILLIAMS
THIS YEAR? 25%

MERCEDES
6%

YES 69% MAYBE 12%

SAUBER RENAULT
12% 19%

WILLMOVEABLEWINGS stable wings may work
MAKE THE RACING BETTER? - &

MAYBE 18%

YES 44%

Majority of the panel
think Schuey will win
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What makes Melbourne’s race a classic among grands prix? [Z.8

EDD STRAW selects 10 of the most compelling reasons _‘* i "/'

icking off the Formula 1 season in Bahrain never 3
felt right and circumstances have conspired to -
return the Australian Grand Prix to its rightful

place at the start of the calendar in 2011.

When Melbourne first joined F1in 1996,
booting the popular Adelaide race out of the circus, there
was widespread despair at the loss of a popular venue.

But the race around the roads of Albert Park quickly

became a favourite both in the paddock and to fans watching
around the world. Although the track itself isn’t a classic,
the venue is and the 15 world championship races that have
been held around the Melbourne park have produced action,
controversy and drama. Here are 10 reasons why the 2011
Australian Grand Prix should be no exception.

-

Safety car has led
alotin Melbourne

Safety cars @

Over half of the grands prix staged in Melbourne over the past
15 years have featured the safety car. Although there’s a decent
amount of run-off for a temporary track, it’s difficult to clear a
stricken car without a full-course yellow, meaning you can bank
on drivers having to form up behind the Mercedes SLS AMG at
least once during the 58-lap race. The past five races have
produced an average of two safety-car periods and these closed
up the field and played havoc with pitstop strategies.

Three pitstops are expected during this weekend’s race,
although uncertainty surrounding the behaviour of the new
Pirelli tyres means that some might be able to make it on two.
Last year, an early safety car guaranteed a pitstop, but you are
likely to see greater variation in the way teams react to its
deployment with strategic variables hugely increased. Get it
right and you could be on to a winner; get it wrong and your
race could be ruined - just ask Heikki Kovalainen, whose lost a
podium in 2008 because of an unfortunately-timed safety car.

Did you know?

The safety car was first used in the 1973 Canadian Grand
Prix. It was a Porsche 914 driven by Canadian sometime
F1 racer Eppie Wietzes.

PICS: ETHERINGTON, FERRARO/LAT
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Rain

The kernel of truth at the heart of Bernie Ecclestone’s
case for artificially soaking the track during grands prix

is that wet races are exciting and unpredictable. Rainfall
figures show that Melbourne is wetter during the second
half of March than it is during most months (although its
peak comes in October) and with Australia currently in
the middle of a wet season, there’s every chance we’ll see
more this weekend.

Last year’s race started in damp conditions and
gambling on an early switch to slicks was the key to
Jenson Button’s win, while Mark Webber’s decision to
stay out for an extra lap on a drying track dropped him
down the order. Back in 2005, rain hit during single-lap
qualifying, leaving that year’s eventual world champion
Fernando Alonso down the grid and giving his Renault
team-mate Giancarlo Fisichella a clear run to victory.

With knowledge of the Pirelli tyres in wet conditions
- specifically the optimum changeover points - still
building, a rain-hit race could create chaos.

‘
1‘41 .
e
“ ‘

Did you know?

Rain was responsible for the shortest race in world
championship history, the 1991 Australian Grand Prix
at Adelaide. Terrible conditions led to it being red
flagged after 25 minutes and just 14 laps.

Rain hampered
Alonsoin2005

Webber will enjoy
huge home support

Home crowd skidsd

With over 100,000 fans expected on race day, the Australian Grand Prix is

one of the best ‘event’ races of the year. It's easy to see why. Located just a few
minutes walk from Melbourne’s Fitzroy Street, with its plethora of bars and
restaurants, the track is just a tram ride from the centre of the city. Set in the
middle of Albert Park, which boasts a lake as its centrepiece, it’s easy to wander
around from corner to corner and get close to the action. And every single
person in the home crowd will be cheering on home hero Mark Webber.

Did you know?

Webber is one of only three home drivers to have started the Australian
Grand Prix since it joined the world championship in 1985. The others
are Alan Jones (1985 and ’86) and David Brabham (1990 and *94).

™ Raikkonen’s Merc

Unreliability_~@€_-

Historically, Melbourne has been the race with the fewest finishers. Since it
joined the F1 calendar, the finishing rate has been just 52.7 per cent. That’s the
worst rate in F1 for an individual race over the past 15 years, with even Monaco
producing a finishing rate of 55 per cent. Why is that? Well, the first-corner
crashes and the lack of run-off areas partly explain it. It's also important to
point out that Melbourne has been the first race of the season 13 times in 15
appearances, with reliability always weakest at the start of the year. There is
also the unquantifiable factor of over-eager drivers being more prone to
mistakes at the start of a year, when hopes are high and they have to work
several months without racing out of their system. The track is also pretty
hard on cars, with some heavy braking zones and serious bumps in some
areas. Don’t be surprised if, come Sunday, those who are running at the

flag are pretty close to earning points.

Did you know?

The reliability rate of the 2008 Australian Grand Prix was such that only
six cars were running at the finish. Sebastien Bourdais and Felipe Massa
both picked up points despite having suffered late mechanical failures.
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The Hamilton/Trulli
incident went public

Controversy A

The streets have Melbourne have been the scene of
many a controversy in recent years. Last year, Lewis
Hamilton was caught “hooning” on the road while
leaving the track on Saturday night, earning himself a
fine of a princely £288. That was small beer compared
to what happened the year before, when Hamilton was
disqualified from third place a week after the race
when it was found that he had lied to race stewards
about deliberately letting past Jarno Trulli after
overtaking the grasstracking Toyota driver under the
safety car. It led to the sacking of team manager Dave
Ryan and a painful mea culpa press conference from
Hamilton in Malaysia a week later. But, listen to the
radio output and you sense it would all have been
avoided if McLaren had understood the safety-car
rules. That year was also the scene of technical
wrangles, with Toyota sent to the back of the grid

for running flexible wins and the double diffuser
controversy erupting.

Did you know?

Sauber driver Mika Salo was the first driver to be
disqualified from a race in Melbourne, losing sixth
place in 2000 for running an illegal front wing.

Schumacherrolled |
inpracticein 2006

Crashes m

The Australian Grand Prix never goes by without teams incurring hefty repair
bills. Last season, Mark Webber was a main culprit, twice collecting Lewis
Hamilton while trying to pass the McLaren driver. But the really eye-catching
incident came on the first lap, when a front-wingless Kamui Kobayashi T-boned
helpless debutant Nico Hulkenberg. Most of the current crop have come unstuck
there. Michael Schumacher has rolled, Rubens Barrichello has been in the wall,
Sebastian Vettel clashed with Robert Kubica in 2009, Felipe Massa shunted at
the first corner in 2006... the list goes on. With most kerbs not backed up by
asphalt run-off, mistakes are punished heavily at Albert Park.

Did you know?

Fernando Alonso has never failed to finish the Australian Grand Prix.
The 2006 winner finished 12th on his first appearance for Minardi in
2002 and has made the points on his eight subsequent appearances.

Button took debut
Brawnwinin’09

Shock results /%

While Melbourne has never produced a surprise winner, save perhaps for Jenson
Button driving for the famous phoenix-act Brawn team in 2009, it has thrown
up more than its fair share of unexpected results. Back in 2008, Nico Rosberg
joined old karting mates Lewis Hamilton and Robert Kubica on the podium,

the first time he had made the top three. Another notable, albeit ‘illegal’, podium
visit was made by Mark Webber in 2002 following a shock drive to fifth on his
debut for Minardi. Webber is one of six drivers to score points on his grand prix
debut at Albert Park, along with Sebastien Bourdais, Sebastien Buemi, Pedro

de la Rosa, Kimi Raikkonen and Jacques Villeneuve, the Canadian only denied

a sensational debut victory by an oil leak that dropped him to second. No matter
what your machinery, you have a hope of getting on the scoreboard in
Melbourne, something that will give great heart to Lotus, Virgin and HRT,

which have yet to add their names to the F1 scoreboard.

Did you know?

If Pastor Maldonado, Sergio Perez, Jerome d’Ambrosio or Paul di Resta score
in Melbourne on Sunday, they will join an elite group of 56 other drivers
who have picked up points in their debut world championship grand prix.
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Sutil (behind) is ademon
passer. Watch himin Oz...

Overtaking "\l

Passing is possible in Melbourne and the adjustable rear wing, which makes its
debut on Sunday, should make that a little bit easier. While not famous for its
overtaking moves at the front, the Australian Grand Prix can be relied upon to
produce plenty of scrapping in the midfield. The first corner, where Michael
Schumacher famously went side-by-side with Kimi Raikkonen for the lead in
2003, only to have to take to the grass, is a prime spot, as is the entry to Turn 3.
Last year, Schumacher produced one of the most exciting moments of the race,
wheelbanging his way past Jaime Alguersuari for the final point.

Did you know?

Adrian Sutil made the most ‘proper’ overtaking moves during the 2010
F1 season, with 40 passes, three more than second-best Felipe Massa.
This figure excludes moves at the start and during pitstops.

TOP 10
MEGA MELBOURNE

Moss: victoriousat |
Albert Parkin’58

History «<iumps

Most F1 fans bemoan the ongoing process of osmosis whereby traditional tracks
are forsaken for new ones in emerging motorsport markets. But Albert Park can
claim to be one of the oldest grand prix tracks on the calendar. With 15 world
championship races under its belt, it’s only the ninth oldest of this year’s 19
events, but for those interested in the racing world outside F1, its grand prix
history stretches back many more decades. In 1953, Aussie racing stalwart Doug
Whiteford won in a Talbot-Lago, while three years later a certain Stirling Moss
triumphed behind the wheel of a Maserati 250F against a strong field that
included Jean Behra. Public protest over noise and the inconvenience of holding
a racing event led to it disappearing from the racing scene until 1995, when an
historic festival was held there to celebrate the return of racing to Albert Park
ahead of the grand prix in 1996. The track used for the two grands prix in the
1950s was similar to today’s, although it ran anti-clockwise. Then, as now, the
track ran along the lakeside, albeit in a faster configuration than today’s, with
the pit building in the vicinity of the modern Turn 3.

Did you know?

Stan Jones, father of 1980 world champion Alan, finished sixth in the
1956 Australian Grand Prix at Albert Park.

The big one: Ralf’s
2002 first-lap crash

First-corner
crashes

The image of Ralf Schumacher’s Williams launching
itself over the rear of Rubens Barrichello’s Ferrari at
the start of the 2002 Australian Grand Prix is etched

in the memory of all fans watching that day. It’s the
signature moment for a first corner that, more than any
other, triggers spins, collisions and accidents. Scarcely
a year has gone by without a car or two at least off the
track. Last year, Fernando Alonso spun after being
sandwiched between Jenson Button and Michael
Schumacher, while the year before it was Rubens
Barrichello and Mark Webber, among others, who came
unstuck. In 2008, Felipe Massa spun and Giancarlo
Fisichella was flicked into the air by Nelson Piguet Jr.
You get the picture. It will be a minor miracle for all

24 cars to make it through the opening right/left on
Sunday and even if they do, there’s the dreaded Turn 3
to then negotiate.

Did you know?

Eddie Irvine, then at Ferrari, started the trend

for first-corner crashes at Melbourne. In 1997, he
came steaming up the inside and collected Williams’
Jacques Villeneuve and Sauber’s Johnny Herbert.
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Vitantonio Liuzzi

Starting from scratch

The Italian landed a last-minute seat with F1 minnows HRT for 2011 after
losing his Force India seat to Paul di Resta. But, as the Italian tells MARK
GLENDENNING, he’s as motivated as ever and keen to ‘grow’ the team

You’ve been in Formula 1 since 2005
but this year looks like being the
biggest challenge so far. You must be
sick of having to start from zero?

In a way, it’s just a new part of my
career in Formula 1. Ever since 2005, I
have been with young teams — I started
with Red Bull when it was their first
year, then I went to Toro Rosso for
their first year, then I moved to Force
India and it was their first year. So this
is another challenge for me. I don’t see
it as a step back. It’s a difficult season
in F1, and I have always been well-
known as a fast driver, and I was always
helping young teams to grow up. So I
am just in a new part of my career. I
don’t see it as starting from zero.

But wouldn’t it be nice to just once
go to a team that’s well established
that you can just slot into?

No, I am always really motivated. It
gives me a lot of satisfaction to see the
way that we are able to grow, and that
the team always appreciates my effort,
my professionalism, my feedback. It
gives me a lot of pleasure. We all know
the current situation in F1 — very often
your situation doesn’t go ahead, not

because of your speed or talent, but for ¢

other reasons. I accept all the reasons
why it didn’t go ahead, I keep myself
motivated with this new challenge.

But you’d obviously like the chance
to win races at some point?

Of course. That is why I am in F1. I
grew up with most of the drivers that
are winning races, and between us, we
know the skill of each other. I am sure
that when I get the chance to get a good
car I will be able to win races and be on
top of the list. I've showed in many
single events over the years that when
the car was working 100 per cent, I was
able to do great races. Unfortunately,
have always been with teams that had
to grow up like me, so I was not able to
score podiums or win races.

So the reasons you’ve not had the
opportunity with an established
team have been out of your control?

‘I've had to fight since I

first came into F1. I'm sure
my time will come. [ just
need to keep pushing
and [ will get the chance”
Vitantonio Liuzzi

It was not an issue of talent, for sure.
T have always been talking to people
and they have always appreciated my
speed and talent. Now to be a F1
driver in a big team, you need an
environment around you that you
cannot underestimate. For me, I've
had to fight since I first came into F1.
I brought my talent, and that’s why I
am still in the business and am able to
give good feedback to the team. But
T'm sure that my time will come. I just
need to keep pushing and keep myself
motivated, and I will get the chance.

Up until January, you were working
under the assumption that you had a
Force India deal for this year. How big
a surprise was it when it fell through?
There had been a lot of rumours over
the previous month, but my situation
with Force India had been pretty clear.
That’s why I never looked around,

and I felt — and it was showed to me

— that T had a commitment. I was
always pushing with my team for
development and preparations for
2011, and somehow — I don’t know
exactly — they wanted to go a different
way. I accepted that completely. I just
would have preferred it to have
happened a couple of months before,
as it would have given me more time
instead of finalising my situation two
weeks before the first race. But that’s
the only thing.

We’ll finish with a couple of random
questions. You’ve been quoted as
saying that if you weren’t in F1,
you’d be a footballer ...

No. When I was a kid I played it from
when I was four, but I didn’t think
about it as a career. I first touched a
go-kart when I was 11, and it was a
shock but I fell in love with it straight
away. Once I’d done that for the first
time I forgot all about other sports.

You were a Nigel Mansell fan when
you were young. That must have
been unusual in Italy?

[Laughs] Definitely. I don’t know

why, but since I was a kid, I loved

the Williams team. It was the team

I followed, and mainly because of
Nigel. He gave a lot of excitement to
me because of his crazy overtaking
moves. He never gave up. He was really
a proper driver. In a way I am also an
old-school driver, because I really like
the drivers from 20, 30 years ago. I feel
like they had a lot more instinct in
races than what we see now.

You’re known for a love of fashion.
What’s the most you’ve spent on an
item of clothing?

£600 on a blazer. It was from Harrods! &
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. INTERVIEW
o VITANTONIO LIUZZI

t CV
TONIO LIUZZI

2011
Hispania Racing
200910
Force India
2008
AlGP,Speedcar,
Fltesting with
ForceIndia
20067
ToroRosso
2005
Red Bull Racing
(four GPs)
2004
F3000 champion;
F1test with Sauber
2003
F3000,F1test with
BMW Williams
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SEBRING AT A GLANCE

E USA => Winner Lapierre/Duval/Panis

March 17-19 ~> Pole Stephane Sarrazin

Intercontinental Le Mans Cup ~» Fastest lap Alexander Wurz

Round 1 of 7 L-r: de Chaunac, Panis,

QUALIFYING

Sarrazin beats the sweepstake

The Peugeot drivers had

asweepstake to guess
the pole time. Everyone was
at least a second away from
Stephane Sarrazin’s mark.
Which, as it turned out, was
where Audi ended up.

“We were expecting

somethinginthe 1m48s,
maybe the 47s,” said

Sarrazin, who qualifiedona

1m46.571s. “ButIhad a clear
lap, the track conditions were :

good and I pushed hard.”
At Audi, Romain Dumas
qualifiedsecondona

1m47.680s, shrugging away

the missing second with the
words “anew car should be
quicker thananold one”.
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It’s Peugeot but the wrong

LA
 F

Lapierre, Duval
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ORECA BOSS HUGUES DE
Chaunac has always enjoyed
bringing his team to North
America. Which was why
his Peugeot carried the
words “I love US Racing”
during last weekend’s
Sebring 12 Hours. That love
affair grew stronger over the
course of the the first round
of the Intercontinental

Le Mans Cup as ORECA
drivers Nicolas Lapierre,
Loic Duval and Olivier Panis
went from outsiders to

frontrunners and ultimately
surprise race victors.
ORECA didn’t have the
fastest car in the form of
the first-generation Peugeot
908 HD4, not in the heat
of the day nor in the cooler
conditions after nightfall,
but it was consistently quick
around the 3.7-mile Sebring
International Raceway. That
kept the car in contention,
and strict adherence to de
Chaunac’s “zero-mistake”
mantra did the rest.

one ..

The balance of the race
moved in ORECA’s favour
when the only factory
turbodiesel to run through
the race without going back
to the paddock for repairs —
the new 9o8 HDi driven by
Franck Montagny, Stephane
Sarrazin and Pedro Lamy —
dropped off the lead lap in
the 10th hour. The louvres
over the front-left wheel had
broken and, as demanded by
the regulations, the Peugeot
Sport team changed the nose.



RACE RATING

2.2.8.8 0i¢

Three very different racing cars
battled it out into the final
hour. What’s not to like?

“It was a shame because it removed our
chances of a podium, and also ruined
what should have been a spectacular
race between us and Audi®

Davidson laments team-mate Gene’s clash with Capello’s Audi

REPORT
SEBRING 12 HOURS

GARY WATKINS *
reports

ALLPICS: LAT

Winning ORECA Peugeot
certainly loves US racing

[ |

Brabham’s second-placed
HPD battles Kristensen Audi

Embattled Peugeots [
headaGT gaggle

The problem was
compounded when Lamy,
who had taken the car over
from Sarrazin, spun on his
out-lap. The Portuguese
came back onto the lead lap
when the ORECA Peugeot
and the second-placed
Highcroft Racing HPD
ARX-o1e pitted, but he was
unable to make up ground
on Lapierre and eventually
lost second to a flying Simon
Pagenaud in the new HPD.

The damage had been
done; there was no way
back for the Peugeot factory
team. Even in the hands of
Montagny, who replaced
Lamy after only a single stint,
the new car wasn’t quick
enough in the cool conditions
to make up the lost time.

The new Peugeot, a
low-downforce car aimed
firmly at the Le Mans
24 Hours, ran the soft-
compound Michelin
throughout the race. That
meant there was no softer
tyre to swap to, and no
performance gain to be had
when temperatures fell.

The five or so seconds lost
at Montagny’s final stop,
when the car was let off
its jacks before the wheel
change was complete, ended

s poe TV - -
/- Py I
e a i e o :

up having no bearing on the
race result. Too much time
had been lost already for

the Peugeot factory to repeat
its 2010 Sebring victory... or
to finish second, as it turned
out. Montagny closed to
within 10 seconds of
Pagenaud, who like team-
mates Marino Franchitti and
David Brabham before him
was in fuel-save mode for
what turned out to be a
successful quest to forego

a late splash-and-dash stop.

De Chaunac played tribute
to his drivers after the race.

“T asked them to be quick
and make no mistakes,” he
said. “It wasn’t easy, but
they did it”

Lapierre admitted that the
ORECA 908, which has been
pegged back by the 2011
Le Mans rulebook, wasn’t
amatch for its all-new
namesake in the heat of the
day, nor for that matter
Audi’s old R15+, another
so-called grandfathered car.
But after darkness had fallen,
the Frenchman reckoned he
had “one of the quickest cars™

The new e-spec version of
Wirth Research’s long-
serving ARX-01 design was
quick too but, according to
Brabham, “not quite quick

=
L= 38 -

enough. We did everything
we could to stay in the hunt
he said. “We kept it clean,
triple-stinted the tyres and
leaned off on the fuel”

Second place was an
amazing result for a car that
didn’t turn a wheel until one
week before raceday, and one
that will no doubt boost the
Highcroft team’s attempts
to find funding for the
remainder of the season.

But whether it would have
been in with a shout of the
podium had the other
factory Peugeot and the two
Audis not encountered
problems can only be a
matter of conjecture.

Two of those factory cars
were removed in one fell
swoop. Audi man Rinaldo
Capello and Peugeot’s Marc
Gene were battling for
second in the fifth hour when
they collided into the fast
Turn 17 double-right-hander.

It was a needless accident,
and most onlookers agreed
with Capello’s assertion that
he should take no blame.

“In the cockpit, I was 101
per cent sure that I'd done
nothing wrong,” said the
Ttalian. “Now I've seen the
replay, I am even more sure.”

Capello and team-mates »

2
>
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SEBRING GTE AT A GLANCE

E USA => Winner Priaulx/Muller/Hand

March 17-19 3 ~>» Pole Gianmaria Bruni $5E 3w )
American Le Mans Series > Fastest lap Joey Hand 3‘:5;‘1':)3‘:;?:5?
Round 1 of 9

y Fifth-placed Audilost
- | muchtimeinthe pits

Ferrari 458 was second

fiddle to 430 ondebut

< Allan McNish and Tom
Kristensen lost seven laps
to the accident and the
resulting suspension and
bodywork repairs. The
car gained two back, but
the safety-car periods
that had broken up the
flow of the race early on
petered out through the
event, leaving the Audi
no way back.

The Gene car, which was
co-driven by Alex Wurz
and Anthony Davidson,
ended up rejoining after
19 laps. A steering arm
damaged in the impact
needed replacing, but most
of those laps were lost to
a clutch change. Gene
had rooted the original as
he banged down on the
throttle after the accident.

That was the only
mechanical problem
encountered by either of
the new 908s, something
Peugeot Sport boss Olivier
Quesnel described as
“extremely satisfying”.

The second Ris+, the car
shared by Romain Dumas,
Timo Bernhard and Mike
Rockenfeller, was already out
of contention by this stage.
Rockenfeller had sustained

left rear go down on him
again almost as soon as he
left the pits.

The rear-wing assemby
and engine cover had been
replaced after the first
puncture, but the Joest Audi
squad opted to also replace
the side panel at the second
stop. The team hadn’t been
exactly sure what caused
the second puncture, but
this did the job.

The Ri15+ wasn’t a match
for the new 908 during the
day, but once the conditions
became cooler it was
consistently the fastest car
on the track. For good reason,
as Kristensen explained.

“We set up the car for
the soft-compound tyre we
would run at night,” he said.
“The first stints were about
staying in contention, but at
night the car was the best
I've ever had here.”

The fastest of the Audis
ended up fourth, a lap
ahead of its sister car,
whose progress was delayed
by two drive-through
penalties, in fifth.

Dyson Racing’s Lola coupe
came home sixth, the first of
the two LMP1 class entries
confirmed for the full

powered contender, which
ran to an amalgam of P1 and
P2 rules, wasn’t competitive
by any stretch, but it did
have a faultless run in the
hands of Guy Smith, Chris
Dyson and Jay Cochran.

The Muscle Milk
Lola-Aston Martin of Klaus
Graf, Lucas Luhr and Greg
Pickett had a clear edge on
the Dyson car, but only just
made it past half distance.
The car fried a gearbox
bearing as a result of the
transmission oil cooler
becoming clogged with
track debris.

Seventh went to the
Rebellion team’s solo Lola,
which had an essentially
reliable debut with Toyota
V8 power. OAK Racing’s
LMP1 Pescarolo-Judd was
running fourth when a
fuel leak forced Matthieu
Lahaye to pull over out on
the track in hour nine.

Victory for ORECA at
Sebring means it has now
completed the Triple Crown
of the big three endurance
sportscar races. It won the
1991 Le Mans 24 Hours with
Mazda, and triumphed with
Chrysler at the Daytona 24
Hours in 2000. Both those

o

Priaulx triotops
GTE forBMW’s
perfectstart

BMW touring car star Andy Priaulx admitted that he
thought he was “in for a long day” as the opening
hour unfolded at Sebring. The Brit, now a full-time
sportscar driver, could only watch as team-mate
Dirk Muller was involved in two incidents.

Eleven hours later Priaulx, Muller and Joey
Hand were celebrating GTE class victory.

Muller’s first incident resulted in a puncture,
the second merely flat-spotted tyres. Crucially,
that meant the car Muller and Priaulx shared with
Joey Hand didn’t go a lap down to the leaders,
and by the end of hour two it was in the thick of a
sensational fight that continued almost to the flag.

The two Rahal-run BMW M3s, the second driven
by Augusto Farfus, Bill Auberlen and Dirk Werner,
slugged it out for a good eight hours with two
different types of Ferrari and one of the Corvettes.

There was little to chose between the 2011-spec
M3, complete with revised bodywork and a
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Six;(h placeforDyson
team’s Lola-Mazda

a cut tyre at the end of the
first hour and then had the

power-boost from an air-restrictor break, Risi
Competizione’s new Ferrari 458 Italia and the AF
Corse squad’s trusty 430. The #03 Corvette driven
by Olivier Beretta, Antonio Garcia and Tommy
Milner wasn’t quite on the same level, but a
combination of pace and strategy kept it in the mix.

Only as night fell did BMW finally manage to eke
out some breathing space. The M3, now on the soft
Dunlop tyre, had a clear edge in these conditions,
while both Ferraris ran into problems.

A loose rear three-
quarter window, which Y-
incorporates a cooling
duct, resulted in an
overheating gearbox on
the AF car, while the Risi
458 was retired with
electrical problems
with 90 minutes to go.

The race was
ultimately decided in
favour of Priaulx and co
after Farfus punctured
a tyre in an aggressive
move while lapping
Oliver Gavin’s Corvette.
The Beretta car ended

American Le Mans Series
at this stage. The Mazda-

wins came against the odds,
just like Sebring 2011. ¥

up third, not far behind the second-placed BMW.
The *Vette that Gavin shared with Jan Magnussen
and Richard Westbrook could have challenged the
Bimmers, had they not lost three laps (two to
suspension repairs, one to a stop-go for a pitlane
infringement) when Magnussen was taken out at
Turn 17 by Pat Long in the Flying Lizard Porsche.
Two laps were gained back, but infrequent yellows
in the second half of the race meant Gavin and
his team-mates didn’t get a shot at victory.

BMWs took a one-two in GTE class



GTE RACE RATING “It was agonising that the truck took lg‘E |I3’ |gll[‘\]1(.3 12 HOURS

ook kok ok so long to bring the car back to the
Final margin for BMW tells little pits. I think they must have gone

of a race in which it duked it for an ice cream or something®
out with Ferrari and Chevrolet Hunter-Reay recalls the wait while the Level 5 Lola was recovered

ALLPICS: LAT

NewLolaontopasclassisLevelled

It seemed that no one wanted to win the the team had to change an electronic control
LMP2 silverware at Sebring. All four cars in unit, but when the problem reoccurred it
the class ran into major trouble, including the ~ managed a much quicker fix.
winning Level 5 Lola-Honda driven by Luis The GTE Am class went to the Krohn Ferrari
Diaz, Ryan Hunter-Reay and Scott Tucker. 430 GT driven by Nic Jonsson, Michele
The open-top Lola had to go back to the Rugolo. It took over the lead after the Proton
paddock early on after losing a wheel. The Porsche, in which Richard Lietz was the
car lost 20 laps, but a clean run thereafter, paid pro, hit clutch problems.
coupled with problems for its rivals, resulted Porsche Supercup race winner Damien
in victory for a car that hadn’t run for the first Faulkner scored a victory in what to all intents
time until the Saturday before the race. and purposes was his first start in the sportscar
The Signatech (nee Signature) ORECA- enduro. The GTC class Black Swan Porsche
Nissan, easily the quickest car in class, 911 GT3 Cup, co-driven by Tim Pappas and =
ended up second after two delays with Sebastiaan Bleekemolen, took the spoils in Diaz shared LMP2-winning Lola
gear-selection problems. First time around a close-fought class by just over a minute. with Tucker and Hunter-Reay

RE s U LTS Sebring 12 Hours, Sebring (USA), March 17-19, Intercontinental Le Mans Cup round 1 of 7, American Le Mans Series round 1 of 9

POS  DRIVERS TEAM CAR CLASS TIME GRID
e mo 1 Nicolas Lapierre (F)/Loic Duval (F)/0livier Panis (F) Team ORECA Matmut Peugeot 908 HDi LMP1  12h00m28.423s 5
TENE TKRISTENSEN 2 David Brabham (AUS)/Marino Franchitti (GB)/Simon Pagenaud (F) Highcroft Racing HPD ARX-0le LMP1  +31.868s 7
1:48.020  1:48.173 3 Franck Montagny (F)/Stephane Sarrazin (F)/Pedro Lamy (P) Peugeot Sport Total Peugeot 908 HD1 LMP1 +44.502s 1
TOWAL  GGREF 4 Allan McNish (GB)/Rinaldo Capello (I)/Tom Kristensen (DK) Audi Sport Team Joest Audi R15+ TDI LMP1 -5 laps 4
1:48.569  1:49.679 5  Mike Rockenfeller (D)/Timo Bernhard (D)/Romain Dumas (F) Audi Sport Team Joest Audi R15+ TDI LMP1 -6 laps 2
TRAENAD IR 6  Chris Dyson (USA)/Guy Smith (GB)/Jay Cochran (USA) Dyson Racing Team Lola-Mazda B09/86 LMP1 -8 laps 10
1:49.802  1:50.756 7 Neel Jani (CH)/Nicolas Prost (F)/Jeroen Bleekemolen (NL) Rebellion Racing Lola-Toyota B10/60 LMP1 -12 laps 8
e e 8  Alexander Wurz (A)/Marc Gene (E)/Anthony Davidson (GB) Peugeot Sport Total Peugeot 908 HD1 LMP1 -17 laps 3
1:51.781  1:52.233 9  Dane Cameron (USA)/Jens Petersen (D)/Michael Guasch (USA) Genoa Racing ORECA-Chevrolet FLM09 PC -20 laps 12
i 10 Dirk Muller (D)/Andy Priaulx (GB)/Joey Hand (USA) BMW Motorsport (Rahal) BMW M3 GT -20 laps 25
1:53.815  1:55.232 11 RyanDalziel (GB)/Jon Bennett (USA)/Frankie Montecalvo (USA) Core Autosport ORECA-Chevrolet FLMO9 PC -20 laps 13
rm R 12 Dirk Werner (D)/Augusto Farfus (BR)/Bill Auberlen (USA) BMW Motorsport (Rahal) BMW M3 GT -20 laps 24
1:55.430  1:55.905 13 Olivier Beretta (MC)/Tommy Milner (USA)/Antonio Garcia (E) Corvette Racing (Pratt & Miller) Chevrolet Corvette C6.R GT -20 laps 30
TEHE  TWE 14 Oliver Gavin (GB)/Jan Magnussen (DK)/Richard Westbrook (GB) Corvette Racing (Pratt & Miller) Chevrolet Corvette C6.R GT -21 laps 23
1:56.494  1:56.498 15 Glanmaria Bruni (I)/Giancarlo Fisichella (I)/Pierre Kaffer (D) AF Corse Ferrari 430 GT GT -21 laps 22
T T 16 Jorg Bergmeister (D)/Patrick Long (USA)/Marc Lieb (D) Flying Lizard Motorsports Porsche 911 GT3-RSR GT  -22laps 21
1:57.168  1:57.957 17 Darren Law (USA)/Seth Neiman (USA)/Marco Holzer (D) Flying Lizard Motorsports Porsche 911 GT3-RSR GT -26 laps 52
TR TR 18 Gunnar Jeannette (USA)/Ricardo Gonzalez (MEX)/Rudy Junco (MEX) Core Autosport ORECA-Chevrolet FLM09 PC -27 laps 14
1:58.231  1:58.391 19 Tracy Krohn (USA)/Nic Jonsson (S)/Michele Rugolo (I) Krohn Racing Ferrari 430 GT GT-AM -30 laps 36
TTERE T 20 Luis Diaz (MEX)/Ryan Hunter-Reay (USA)/Scott Tucker (USA) Level 5 Motorsports Lola-Honda B11/40 LMP2 -32 laps 17
2:00.880  2:01.561 21 Damien Faulkner (IRL)/Tim Pappas (USA)/Sebastiaan Bleekemolen (NL) Black Swan Racing Porsche 911 GT3 Cup GTC  -33 laps 46
o 23 Sean Edwards (GB)/Henrique Cisneros (USA)/Carlos Kauffmann (USA)  NGT Motorsports Porsche 911 GT3 Cup GIC  -36 laps 56
poan AR 28 Jean-Denis Deletraz (CH)/Stephane Ortelli (NC)/Frederic Makowiecki (F) Luxury Racing Ferrari 458 Ttalia 6T -40 laps 29
— 30 Franck Mailleux (F)/Soheil Ayari (F)/Lucas Ordonez (E) Signatech Nissan ORECA-Nissan 03 LMP2  -42 laps 11
S mrn 33 Christophe Bouchut (F)/Joao Barbosa (P)/Scott Tucker (USA) Level 5 Motorsports Lola-Honda B11/80 LMP2 -52 laps 53
e 35 Guy Cosmo (USA)/Ed Brown (USA)/Rob Bell (GB) Extreme Speed Motorsports Ferrari 458 Italia GT -64 laps 28
2:02.334  2:02.406 36 Jaime Melo (BR)/Toni Vilander (FIN)/Mika Salo (FIN) Risi Competizione Ferrari 458 Italia GT 266 laps-electrical 26
W W 39 Richard Lietz (A)/Gianluca Roda (I)/Christian Ried (D) Proton Competition Porsche 911 GT3-RSR GT-AM -80 laps 32
- R Bryce Miller (USA)/Rene Rast (D)/Sascha Maassen (D) Paul Miller Racing Porsche 911 GT3-RSR GT 231 laps-gearbox 42
AR R Pierre Ehret (D)/Shaun Lynn (GB)/Roger Wills (NZ) CRS Racing Ferrari 430 6T GT-AM 226 laps-out of fuel 23
m W R Matthieu Lahaye (F)/Guillaume Moreau (F)/Pierre Ragues (F) 0AK Racing 0AK Pescarolo-Judd P01 LMP1 222 laps-fuel leak 9
HD 7% JORSSON R Bryan Sellers (USA)/Wolf Henzler (D)/Martin Ragginger (A) Team Falken Tire (Walker) Porsche 911 GT3-RSR GT 220 laps-gearbox 33
HIEES Gl R Johnny Mowlem (GB)/Luca Moro (I)/0liver Lombard (F) WRO ORECA-Chevrolet FLMO9 PC 203 laps-floor 19
S R Ryan Lewis (GB)/Ken Dobson (USA)/Henrt Richard (F) PRI Mathiasen Motorsports ORECA-Chevrolet FLH09 PC 185 laps-engine 15
I9JMES 40 GARDEL R GregPickett (USA)/Klaus Graf (D)/Lucas Luhr (D) Muscle Milk Aston MartinRacing Lola-Aston Martin B08/62 LMP1 151 laps-gearbox 6
08Tz 204561 R Richard Hein (MC)/Jacques Nicolet (F)/Jean-Francois Yvon (F) 0AK Racing 0AK Pescarolo-Judd P01 LMP1 110 laps-engine 16
R Scott Sharp (USA)/Johannes van Overbeek (USA)/Dominik Farnbacher (D) Extreme Speed Motorsports Ferrari 458 Italia GT 49 laps-accident 31
NC Bruno Junqueira (BR)/Cristiano da Matta (BR)/Oriol Servia (E) Jaguar RSR Jaguar XKR GT -297 laps 38
R IanJames (GB)/Benjamin Leuenberger (CH) Panoz Racing Panoz Abruzzi GT 19 laps-paddle shift 39
Winners’ average: 102.299mph. Fastest lap: Wurz, 1m48.141s,123.173mph. LMP2: Mailleux, 1m54.922s,115.905mph. PC: Cameron, 1m57.287s,113.568mph. GT: Hand, 2m01.526s,109.606mph. GTC: Edwards, 2m07.798s,
104.227mph. Driver listed on grid set qualifying time. First-named driver of each carin table started race. There were 56 startersin the race.
P[JS DRIVER PTS POS DRIVER POS DRIVER PUS DRIVER PUS DRIVER PTS P[JS DRIVER
1 Peugeot 27 1 ORECA 15 1 BMW 29 1 BMW 16 1 Krohn Racing 15 1 Signatech 14
2 Audi 17 2 Peugeot Sport 12 2 Corvette 20 2 AF Corse 10 2 Proton Competition 14 2 0AKRacing 11
3 Audi 9 3 Ferrari 15 3 Luxury Racing 5 3 Level 5 Motorsports 9
4 Rebellion 6 4 Porsche 8
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IMOLA
BNy

March 18-20
GP2 Asia
Round 2/2

AT A GLANCE
~» Race 1 Romain Grosjean

-> Race 2 Dani Clos

~> Pole position Romain Grosjean

~> Fastest laps Grosjean x2

LAST WEEKEND AT IMOLA THE

curtain came down on the
most important GP2 Asia
campaign to date. You
wouldn’t have thought it
was that significant from
the way Romain Grosjean
reacted to winning the title,
but the relevance of the
2011 season, even if it was
only two races, was greater
than any of its predecessors.
Why? Because for the first
time the Asia series was
using current equipment.
Brand new equipment in
fact. In Abu Dhabi and at
new ‘Asian’ venue Imola,
the teams and drivers got a
chance to put their 2011 cars
to work in race situations
several weeks before the
main series gets underway.
Tt was a chance that was too
good to pass up, resulting in
the strongest-ever Asia grid.
“T always want to race, but

if Asia had been with the
old car then maybe it would
have been hard to get the
budget for it,” said Grosjean,
who is vastly experienced at
this level now. “This year, we
had no choice. We had to do
the Asia series, and when
you look at how strong the
field is you can see that
everybody else felt the same.
You cannot afford to miss
these races and fall behind”
Nearly all of the likely
contenders made sure they
were on the Asia grid.
Christian Vietoris was a
notable exception, and it
will be interesting to see
if he is able to make up
any lost ground during
pre-season testing. But
Grosjean’s feeling is that
entering these two races has
proved to be a huge benefit.
“We have already been
able to try many things,” he
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Asia Ehampion in 2008, Romain Grosjean returned to
hi_s ol:d stamping-ground for vital, new-car mileage
ahead of the main championship, and he won it again

said. “We are learning all
the time and getting lots of
information, so we can work
on other things when we
test for the main series”
Early in the weekend it
was clear that the idea of
winning the Asia title meant
less to Grosjean than it did
to Jules Bianchi, who arrived
in Ttaly as the points leader.
“I’'m disappointed,” said

Bianchi, who had a face like
thunder after only finishing
third in race one. “Yes, this is
a good test but we came here
fighting for a title and we
wanted to win it”

For Grosjean, you got the
impression that putting a
marker down to Bianchi
was more important than
the championship itself.

“We have treated this as

WinnerGrosieaqgnd
unhappy Bianchiin P3

a big test, but when you are
fighting with guys like Jules
you always want to win,” the
champion grinned.

Bianchi also shrugged at
the idea there was much to
learn with a new car that has
plenty in common with the
2008-spec car it replaced.

“Honestly, the car is not
very different,” he said. “But
the thing we have to learn

The Asia crews got vital
mileage on new Pirellis




RACE RATING
1.8, AQARKS

Action at the back as always but
not much overtaking at the sharp
end in either race

MILESTONE
Grosjean is GP2’s first

double champion - he
won the Asia crown in

2008 (right) as well

PICS: GIBSON/LAT, STALEY/GP2

Grosjean clears off
to easy race-one win

about is the tyres. The
characteristics are very
different, not just the
performance. This will be
the main thing for this year.”

His former ART team-
mate Sam Bird agreed that
understanding the new
Pirelli rubber was a priority.

“Tt’s good to learn about
the tyres in race situations,”
said the Briton. “You don’t
tend to follow people for a
long time in testing, so you
don’t always understand
how running in dirty air
can affect degradation.”

The importance of
learning ahead of the main
season also took away
some of Bird’s frustration at
having a promising weekend
ruined by incidents.

“The important thing is
to know that we are quick
for the main series,” he said.
“We wanted to make sure
we were good in qualifying
trim, and we proved that.”

Grosjean wasn’t the only
driver playing down the
significance of success last
weekend. Race-two winner
Dani Clos admitted that his
main focus last weekend was
getting to the end of both
races, after his enormous
startline crash in Abu Dhabi
cost him valuable track time.

“We needed mileage to
get some data with the new

car;” he said. “We don’t know
much about the tyres yet, so
it was important to get as
many laps as possible here”

For some in the field,
the goals were tougher.
Oliver Turvey is still
without a drive for the main
series, and he hoped to use
an Asia campaign with
Ocean as a springboard
towards a full-time drive.

“We had such good
momentum at the end of
last year that we didn’t want
to lose that,” said Turvey.
“And it was important — if
we do get a deal — to already
have some experience of the
new car and tyres. You don’t
want to lose ground.”

Esteban Gutierrez shone
at times last weekend, and
ART’s latest rookie was
aware of the benefits of
learning his GP2 trade in the
new car, rather than starting
in the old cars in Asia as had
been the case in the past.

“You have to learn about
the bigger, faster car, but you
also have to start developing
it,” he said. “It’s good to be
working towards this from
the start”

Grosjean described the
Asia series as a “good
benchmark” for the year. If
that’s the case, look out for
plenty of all-French scraps
between him and Bianchi. &

REPORT
GP2 ASIA IMOLA

GLENN FREEMAN
reports

GROSJEAN AND CLOS SIGN OFFINSTYLE

Clos held off Leimer for race-two win

Romain Grosjean did most of the work towards his second
GP2 Asia title by dominating Saturday’s feature race.

The Frenchman was untroubled from start to finish,
while former points leader Jules Bianchi had a tougher day.
The ART driver was disappointed to qualify only fourth,
and kicked himself for making a bad start too. That left him
fighting to get on the podium, which he eventually achieved
by passing Michael Herck during the pitstops. By then, a
fast-starting Giedo van der Garde way down the road in P2.

Dani Clos went from 20th to eighth on Saturday, although
he lost a reversed-grid pole when Davide Valsecchi’s
exclusion bumped him up to seventh. But the Spaniard was
leading within seconds of race two’s start, as Fairuz Fauzy
completely fluffed his getaway from pole. Clos withstood
race-long pressure from Fabio Leimer, and he was always
able to respond whenever the Rapax driver got a little too
close. Van der Garde used another mega start to earn a
second podium, while Grosjean’s title — sealed when Bianchi
got taken out at the start — was tarnished by a 20s post-race
penalty for going off track while defending P4 from Esteban

Gutierrez on the penultimate lap.

RESULTS GP2 Asia Series, Imola (I), March 18-20, round 2 of 2

GRID

1 GROSJEAN
1:27.067

3 HERCK
1:27.558

T ERICSSON
1:27.872

1:27.909

11 RAZIA
1:28.073

13 LEIMER
1:28.143

1:28.160

17 GONZALEZ
1:28.310

19 VARHAUG
1:28.357

21 FauzY
1:28.382
23 PIC
1:28.549
25 BERTHON
1:28.646

R
9 VALSECCHI

15 GUTIERREZ

4 BIANCHI
1:27.676

6 KRAL
:21.8:
8 PALMER
:27.898

10 ALESHIN
1:27.988

12 CALDARELLT
1:28.093

14 TURVEY
1:28.151

16 COLETTI
1:28.194

18 CHILTON
1:28.332
20 CLOS
1:28.373

22 CECOTTO
1:28.490

24 LEAL
1:28.644

26 FILIPPI
3:54.107

RACE 1 - 35 LAPS, 106.760 MILES RACE 2 - 25 LAPS, 76.257 MILES CHAMPIONSHIP TABLES

POS  NANE

Romain Grosjean (F)
Giedo van der Garde (NL)
Jules Bianchi (F)
Michael Herck (R0)
Stefano Coletti (MC)
Fabio Leimer (CH)
Dani Clos (E)

Fairuz Fauzy (MAL)
Rodolfo Gonzalez (YV)
Marcus Ericsson (S)
Esteban Gutierrez (MEX)
Josef Kral (CZ)

Pal Varhaug (N

Oliver Turvey (GB)
Johnny Cecotto Jr (YV)
Julian Leal (C0)
Andrea Caldarelli (I)
Jolyon Palmer (GB)
Mikhail Aleshin (RUS)
Charles Pic (F)

Max Chilton (GB)

Luca Filippi (1)
Nathanael Berthon (F)
Sam Bird (GB)

Luiz Razia (BR)
Davide Valsecchi (I)

TEAM

DAMS

Addax Team

ART Grand Prix
Scuderia Coloni
Trident Racing

Rapax

Racing Engineering
Super Nova Racing
Trident Racing
iSport International
ART Grand Prix

Arden International
DAMS

Ocean Racing Technology
Super Nova Racing
Rapax

Ocean Racing Technology
Arden International
Carlin

Addax Team

Carlin

Scuderia Coloni
Racing Engineering
1Sport International
Team AirAsia

Team AirAsia

TIME GRID
55m59.103s 1
+14.349s 5
+17.527s 4
+21.502s 3
+41.,228s 16
+51.867s 13
+52.813s 20
+53.964s 21
+54.224s 17
+54.661s 1
+55.390s 15
+55.840s 6
+1m07.700s 19
+1m19.721s 14
+1m20.567s 22
+1m22.066s 24
+1m24.224s 12
+1m24.503s 8
+1m26.762s 10
+1m29.215s 23
+1m31.023s 18
+1m31.058s 26
15 laps-accident 25
7 laps-accident 2
0 laps-accident 11

+44,563s - ride height 9

POS

DRIVER TIME/REASON GRID POS DRIVER PTS
Clos 37m25.901s 2 1 Grosjean 24
Leimer +0.931s 3 2 Bianchi 18
van der Garde +4.007s 7 3 vander Garde 16
Gutierrez +8.336s 11 4 Coletti 11
Herck +15.312s 5 5  Leimer 9
Varhaug +21.415s 13 6  Ericsson 9
Grosjean +27.826s* 8 7 Valsecchi 9
Turvey +29.294s 14 8  Herck 9
Kral +29.721s 12 9 Clos 8
Filippi +30.139s 22 10 Kral 8
Pic +32.505s 20 POS TEAM PTS
Caldarelli +36.006s 17 1 DAMS 23
Berthon +36.893s 23 2 ART 18
Razia +38.998s 25 3 Addax 12
Chilton +39.815s 21 4 Trident 11
Ericsson +40.192s 10 5 1iSport 11
Valsecchi +42.100s 26 6 AirAsia 9
Leal +1m05.466s 16
Cecotto +1m26.224s 15 KEY R=Retired; * 20-second
Aleshin +1 lap 19 penalty.
Bird 20 laps-accident 24 Race 1Winner'saverage speed:
Gonzalez 14 Taps-gearbox 9 120.895mph,Fastest lap:
Palmer 0 laps-accident 18 Grosjean, 1m28.097s,
Bianchi 0 laps-accident 6 12“‘648”.”3“ )

tanc) . P " Race 2 Winner’s average speed:
Coletti 0 laps-accident 4 122.234mph. Fastest lap: Grosjean,
Fauzy 0 laps-accident 1 1m28.7225,123.700mph.
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CURITIBA
m Brazil

March 19-20

WTCC
Round 1/12

AT A GLANCE
~>» Race 1 Rob Huff

~> Race 2 Alain Menu

~> Pole position Rob Huff

~> Fastest laps Rob Huff x 2

Chevrolet was expected to dominate at Curitiba with its

new 1.6 turbos. It did, and Rob Huff took the first win

THE ARRIVAL OF THE WORLD
Touring Car Championship’s
shipment of equipment into
Brazil coincided with
widespread flooding in
Curitiba’s state of Parana.
Severe logistical headaches
provided by landslides and
collapsed bridges were
eventually overcome. Some
felt that only a similar force
of nature, preventing RML’s
exquisitely-prepared
Chevrolets from even
reaching the circuit, could
deny the new 1.6 turbo
Cruze a debut victory in
the 2011 season opener.

The Cruze was widely
admired as the most-sorted
of the latest 1.6 turbo cars.
The replacement powerplant
to the old Super 2000 engine
had endured a reputed
3000-mile test programme.
The contrast between the
blue-shirted personnel
attending Chevrolet’s four-car
entry and the last-minute

preparations of some of the

midfield runners was striking.

Several drivers expected to
figure around the fringes of
the top 10 did not have things
any easier. Several hadn’t
driven since Macau last year
— and former GP2 racer
Javier Villa had yet to turn a
wheel in his Proteam BMW.
Without honed factory
opposition, concerns were
raised over Chevrolet’s
expected superiority. Indeed,
Yvan Muller had picked up
the 2010 drivers’title in his
debut season with the squad
without enjoying such a
clear technical advantage.
After taking pole for race
one, team-mate Rob Huff
shed some light on the
improvements to his new
mount: “For us, this car
reacts better to changes and
we seem to be able to really
fine-tune it. It’s quite strange
— it was designed for an
S2000, but we’ve plonked
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this engine in there, and have
also changed the car quite a
lot to accept it, and it seems
almost as if this car was made
for a 1600 turbo. It seems to
do everything beautifully”
Fears of a total Chevy
procession were eased by
Tom Coronel setting the
fastest time on Friday. The
ROAL BMW driver was
thrilled to be back with
rear-wheel drive, after a

lengthy stint racing SEATS.
On a circuit traditionally
suited to BMW, owing to the
3-Series’lighter tyre wear, the
BMW 1.6 turbo-powered 320
TC appeared worthy of
consideration as an outside
bet. The Dutchman’s hopes
of a strong weekend faded
somewhat when he trailed the
Cruzes by over a second in
Saturday practice. “Bah, Chevy
has turned up the boost,” said

Winning feeling
for Huff (right)

Huff beat world
champion Muller

Coronel, sounding resigned
to a tough weekend. “It’s time
to be sensible and just take
some points.”
Post-qualifying, series
organiser Marcello Lotti
remained upbeat. “To be
honest, T was expecting even
more from Chevrolet,” he
said. ROAL’s Umberto Grano,
an admirer of established
factory BMW racer Andy
Priaulx, praised Coronel’s

‘Tactical’ Menu took
race-two victory




RACE RATING
1.8, 8 9% 0%¢

Race one was a Chevy-fest,
but there was plenty of
wheelbanging later in the day

MILESTONE

First race of Chevy and

PICS: CARSTEN HORST

efforts, but conceded that, in
his opinion, even absent
favourite Priaulx would have
found difficulty getting in
among the Chevrolets.

In fact, Coronel would
wring his car’s neck in both
races for his strongest start
to a WTCC campaign.

Still, three Chevys
occupied the top three places
on the grid for race one.
Huff converted pole into a
drama-free victory from
fellow front-row starter, and
reigning world champion,
Muller. Brazilian Stock Car
ace ‘Caca’ Bueno impressed,
lifting the 30,000 crowd by
finishing on the final step of
the podium. Classic touring
car action was provided by
Kristian Poulsen and Coronel
behind. The furious BMW
battle was, however, taking
place in excess of 10 seconds
behind the leaders...

Alain Menu should have
been up at the sharp end
with his Chevy brethren.

Instead, the Swiss was
making up lost ground.
Earlier, what appeared to have
been an attempt to stage-
manage finishing 10th in Qu,
and the reversed-grid pole,
resulted in an unwanted 11th
place. Menu would eventually
be promoted to pole for race
two when SEAT driver Fredy
Barth received a penalty.

A tenuous chink in the
Chevy’s artillery came when
Menu bogged down from
pole in the second race,
allowing a feisty Coronel
to surge into the lead.

“I couldn’t believe it —

I was ahead by 15m,” said
Coronel. “I could also see
Gabriele Tarquini’s SEAT
holding up the Chevys, so
I was creating a little gap”

Menu recovered the lead
following slight contact with
Coronel with four laps left.
Intriguingly, instead of being
gobbled up by the pursuing
Chevy train, Coronel used his
superior tyre wear in the

BMW 1.6 turbo engines

Coronel led the
attack of the BMWs

latter stages to close within
0.3s of Menu at the flag.
Much of the fortunes of
Coronel, and the independent
BMW drivers, over the
remainder of this year will
rest on the efforts of Jan
Hartmann, responsible for
all of BMW Motorsport’s
technical staff. “Chevy spent
nine months developing their
1.6 turbo engine, ours was a
done in a little less,” said
Hartmann. “Now we have
just the customer projects
to work on, and they’re
very important to us. The
development was done just
like we would do with a
works team — there is no real
difference to our approach”
Perhaps it’s too early in the
season to be making any bold
predictions, but until SEAT’s
own 1.6 turbo comes on tap,
more heroics would appear
to be required from BMW’s
drivers in order to stand
any chance of keeping
Chevrolet on its toes. &

REPORT
WTCC CURITIBA

PETER MILLS
reports
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Out-of-date Lacetti means
Bamhoo gets set for Cruze

0’Young off the pace inold car

“To compete, it is clear that you need the 1.6 turbo engine”
- so pronounced WTCC series boss Marcello Lotti after
qualifying at Curitiba on Saturday.

Bamboo Engineering is a team that clearly agrees
with the Italian. At the forthcoming race at Zolder the
team aims to replace its old-school Super 2000 Chevrolet
Lacettis with a pair of the in-vogue Cruzes.

Hong Kong racer Darryl O’Young’s race engineer Nick
Clipson is sceptical of a quick fix with the new machinery, but
is conscious of the limitations of continuing with the Lacetti.

“I know from working for SEAT for four years, where I was
a race engineer for Darren Turner, how difficult the TDI Leon
was for a driver to climb into and be quick straight away,”
he said. “The Cruze may prove similar. I would expect it to
take three or four races for our drivers to find their feet.”

Although Zolder is not until April 24, it is uncertain if the
team will have an opportunity to test beforehand. “It all
depends on RML,” continued Clipson. “They have been
really helpful to us so far, and I think the car Caca Bueno
raced here will be with us perhaps at Monza.”

RE s U LTS FIA World Touring Car Championship, Curitiba (BRA), March 19-20, round 1 of 12

GRID RACE 1 RACE 1 - 14 LAPS, 51.73 MILES

GRID RACE 2 RACE 2 - 14 LAPS, 51.73 MILES §CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE

TWIER  THFE POS DRIVER (NATIONALITY) TEAM CAR TINE GRID THE POS DRIVER TINE GRID POS DRIVER PTS
L2211 1:2L.758 | 1 Rob Huff (GB) Chevrolet (RML) Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T 19m29.481s 1 | zwvkoner  1:23-260 | 1 Menu 19m38.428s 1 1 Huff 37
IWKORER  JmE@ | 2 YvanMuller (F) Chevrolet (RML) Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T +0.873s 2 | MBI e | 2 Coronel  +0.265s 32 Memu 35
l:22.632  1:22.503 | 3 Carlos Bueno (BR) Chevrolet (RML) Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T +3.924s 3 | amamquint D318 1 3 Myller  +0.917s 8 3 Muller 13
cawume seusen | 4 Tom Coronel (NL) ROAL Motorsport BMW E90 320 TC +12.714s 8| B aEs |4 Huff +1.321s 6 4 Coronel 30
1:22.882  1:22.618 | 5 KristianPoulsen (DK) Liqui Moly Team Engstler  BMW E90 320 TC +13.004s 5 | GHUFF 1:23.084 | 5 Byeng +2.409s 5 5 Bueno 25
foorove.  TwonEmo | 6 Alain Menu (CH) Chevrolet (RML) Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T +13.402s 10 | 180 e | 6 Tarquini  +4.512s 4 6 Tarquini 14
1:23.09%  1:22.95 | 7 Gabriele Tarquini (I) Lukoil-SUNRED SEAT Leon 2.0 TDI  +14.214s 6 | W L2308 | 7 Monteiro +7.810s 10 7 Poulsen 10
WWW  oevesieR | 8 MichelNykjaer (DK)  SUNRED SEAT Leon 2.0 DI +14.716s 4| e |8 Villa +16.894s 5 s 6
1:23.260  1:36.908 | 9 Franz Engstler (D)  Liqui Moly Team Engstler  BMW E90 320 TC +19.100s 9 | mowEm 12925 | 9 Engstler +17.571s 7 9 Nykjaer 4
TZoros  Toowieen| 10 Mehdi Bennani (MA)  Protean Racing BNWE90320TC  +19.591s 13 | M2 el 10 Oriola +20.361s 1210 Villa 4
1:23.303 123300 | 11 T{ago Monteiro (P)  SUNRED SEAT Leon 2.0 DI~ +20.001s 7| oo L2330 | 1] 0’Young  +27.978s 19
Wi Topowad | 12 Robert Dahlgren (S)  Polestar Racing Volvo C30 +20.343s 10| 1838 o | 12 Dudukalo  +31.428s 16
L4l 123556 | 13 pepe Qrigla (E) SUNRED SEAT Leon 2.0 TDI ~ +25.098s 12 | e 1:23.5% | 13 Dahlgren +35.296s 11 Pfs gRIVIER f;s
T B | 14 Javier Villa(E)  ProteamRacing BNED320TC  +25.527s 15 | B |14 Poulsen  +35.770s ou'sen
L2018 L2428 | 15 FredyBarth (CH)  SEAT Swiss Racing (SUNRED) SEAT Leon2.0TDI  +28.285s 20 | EomwG 12428 | 15 Taniguchi +36.203s 17 2 Engstler 1
TOFBON TTTAMGE 16 MarchyLee (PRC)  De TeamKK Motorsport  BMWE9D3207C  +41.400s 1g [T e 16 Lee +39.8455 g 3 farcia 13
1129666 1:25.089 | 17 pleksei Dudukalo (RUS) Lukoil-SUNRED SEAT Leon 2.0 TDI ~ +41.820s 16 | ToFmTmT  1:25.069 Barth  7laps-accident 20
ZERH  90voowG | 18 Yukinori Taniguchi (J) Bamboo Engineering Chevrolet Lacetti +45.265s 17 | @66 e | R Fabiani  7laps-fuelpump 18

19 Fabio Fabiani (I) Proteam Racing BMW E90 320si -11ap 18 | Z0BARTH Nykjaer 5 laps-accident 2

R Darryl0’Young (HK)  Bamboo Engineering Chevrolet Lacetti 4 laps-accident 19 R Bennani 0 laps-turbo 13

KEY R=Retired. Race 1 Winner’s average: 98.95mph. Fastest lap: Huff, 1m22.890s, 99.71mph. Race 2 Winner’s average: 98.19mph. Fastest lap: Huff, 1m22.943s, 99.65mph
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INTERNATIONAL
RACES & RESULTS
NASCAR SPRINT CUP

Bristol (USA), Rd 4/36

QUICK RESULTS
- Winner Kyle Busch

~> Pole position Carl Edwards

RACE RATING
18, 8. SARXS

-> Most laps led Jimmie Johnson

It nearly burst into
life late on but Busch
was just too strong

NASCAR SPRINT CUP BRISTOL (USA), MARCH 20, RD 4/36

Busch keeps up his form as the Bristol rover

BRISTOL SPECIALIST Kyle
Busch was in sensational
form as he swept to Sprint
Cup victory at Bristol’s
‘Thunder Valley’.

A call for two tyres during
the final stop gave track
position to Busch’s Joe
Gibbs Racing Toyota, and
he had to work hard to fight
off the challenge of Carl
Edwards and Jimmie
Johnson during the
fractious closing stages.

Edwards even briefly led
in his Roush Fenway Ford,
but Busch retook the place

instantly and held on for his
fifth straight win at Bristol
(including Nationwide and
Truck races) and his 20th
career victory in Cup.

“It was a great pitstop on
that last run down pit road,”
Busch said. “That gave me a
little bit easier job, instead of
having to pass some of those
guys. Carl tried to make it
interesting — he gave me a
little bit of a shot there”

Edwards just held on from
champion Johnson’s
Hendrick Chevy as the top
three pulled well clear from

the chasing pack during the
final dash to the flag.

Matt Kenseth was fourth
for Roush, while there was a
tremendous tussle for fifth,
which Paul Menard won
by a nose from Childress
Chevy team-mate Kevin
Harvick and Penske Dodge
driver Kurt Busch.

It was a great race for
Menard, who led early on
in his best drive yet since
joining one of NASCAR’s
top teams. It was also a
remarkable turnaround for
Harvick, who had been in

contention for victory until
he was tipped into a spin
by Hendrick veteran Mark
Martin. Harvick was missed
by the chasing pack, and
recovered quickly enough
to stay on the lead lap.
Greg Biffle took eighth
for Roush, Kasey Kahne
continued his good form
in the Red Bull Toyota by
taking ninth, while early
leader Ryan Newman
survived being punted by
team boss Tony Stewart to
take 10th in his Chevy.
@ Connell Sanders Jr

A Buschis master of the half-
mile Tennessee oval

RESULTS

1 Kyle Busch (Toyota Camry),
500 laps in 2h53m55s; 2 Carl
Edwards (Ford Fusion), +0.946s;

3 Jimmie Johnson (Chevrolet Impala);
4 Matt Kenseth (Ford); 5 Paul Menard
(Chevy); 6 Kevin Harvick (Chevy);

7 Kurt Busch (Dodge Charger); 8 Greg
Biffle (Ford); 9 Kasey Kahne (Toyota);
10 Ryan Newman (Chevy). Points

1 Kurt Busch, 150; 2 Edwards, 149;

3 Tony Stewart, 138; 4 Newman, 138;
5 Menard, 136; 6 Kyle Busch, 133;

7 Johnson, 130; 8 Juan Pablo
Montoya, 126; 9 Dale Earnhardt Jr,
124; 10 Martin Truex Jr, 123; 11 Mark
Martin, 123; 12 Kahne, 122.

Quick stop gives it to Camilo

ON HIS FIRST start since
switching to the RCM
Motorsport Chevrolet team,
Thiago Camilo took an
unexpected victory from
11th place on the grid.

The Sao Paulo man
benefited from a quick
mandatory stop taken under
the safety car, which came
out after brake failure forced
team-mate Lico Kaesemodel
into the tyre barriers.

Polesitter Marcos Gomes
had led from Max Wilson
and Felipe Maluhy, but
Gomes was delayed in the

pitlane traffic jam by Caca
Bueno, who was on his
way into the adjacent pit.
Meanwhile, Camilo’s crew
did a superb job, and
rejoined five places ahead
of Gomes in the queue.
Maluhy was now in the
lead, but he was yet to pit
as his team gambled on a
second safety-car period.
Once he and the other
late-stoppers had pitted,
all Camilo had to do was
keep an eye on defending
champion Wilson and
Ricardo Zonta, who wasted

54 autosport.com March 24 2011

too much time getting past
Atila Abreu.

When they finally found
themselves in second
and third places, there
was no more time left to
try and avoid Camilo
grabbing his first victory
for his new team.
@ Lito Cavalcanti

RESULTS

1 Thiago Camilo (Chevrolet
Vectra), 32 laps in 45m20.414s;
2 Max Wilson (Chevy), +1.723s;

3 Ricardo Zonta (Chevy); 4 Atila
Abreu (Chevy); 5 Luciano Burti
(Peugeot 408); 6 Paulo Bueno
(Chevy). Points 1 Camilo, 25;

2 Wilson, 20; 3 Zonta, 16; 4 Abreu,
14; 5 Burti, 12; 6 P Bueno, 10.

BUSCH SETS UP A BRISTOL PAIR
Kyle Busch (18) dominated Saturday’s Nationwide Series race
at Bristol to kick off his weekend in style. Kasey Kahne was
second, while Jason Leffler (eighth) took the points lead

g




ALL YOUR INSURANCE Mls
NEEDS PROVIDED BY  wororseort

INSURANCE SERVICES
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Products available for
all clients include

© On Track © On Event

o Motor Trade o Liability

o Personal Accident/Repatriation
O Property o Storage & Transit

VENUES

© WORLDWIDE COVER
O INDIVIDUAL EVENTS OR FULL SEASON
© ANY TYPE OF MOTORSPORT INSURANCE COVERED

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY GENUINE REASONABLE
QUOTATION OFFERED BY OUR COMPETITORS

Log on now for a quote

www.raceinsurance.co.uk www.rallyinsurance.co.uk
info@raceinsurance.co.uk info@rallyinsurance.co.uk

or Call: +44 (0)1943 884555
SAVE MONEY ON YOUR MOTORSPORT!

Motorsport Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority




One Artist........ One Iconic race

THE ART of /24« 2+t CELEBRA

Internationally renowned |~ \ parnelliJongs ey
artist Colin Carter has : S - ' '
spent the last four years
working closely with the
legendary drivers who
took part in the Indy 500 7
to produce a unique and
highly collectable series e L™ Simodcln 2000 e L™ St ol 2000
of driver signed artwork
in partnership with Bill
Daniels Sports Collectibles
of Indianapolis. We hope
you share our passion for
this historic event and

for the cars and drivers

Lloyd Ruby:1966

- W/ T | . & 2 . S it
Wh O race d qt th e fu mous 12%”’ Eg:xg: E:E:EZ: :?;]ee‘jdbt‘)’;hgﬁf Uoyd Ruby and Colin :gg‘gg 10AP CanvasGiclees  signed by AJ. and Colin ~ £750.00
50 AP Litho prints signed by the late Lloyd Ruby and Colin £200.00 ;goAP Eiaxu;riﬂgees :gz:g E;llAr} and Colin ggggg
. ; : ! ! X
/) B rl CkyCI rd 4 850 Litho prints signed by the late Lloyd Ruby and Colin £120.00 850  Litho prints signed by AJ and Colin £120.00
.

] . . Canvas Giclees  signed by Janet and Colin £750.00
10 AP Canvas Giclees signed by Mark’s two sons and Colin - £750.00 CanvasGiclees  signed by Colin £530.00
250  Canvas Giclees signed by Colin . £530.00 Litho prints- signed by Janet and Colin £200.00
50 AP Litho prints  signed by Mark'’s sons and Colin £200.00 Litho prints signed by Janet and Colin £120.00
850 Litho prints signed by Mark’s sons and Colin £120.00

‘The Unser Family”
(A Tribute)
250  Canvas Giclees  signed by Colin £530.00
850 Litho prints signed by Colin £100.00

(All lithos size: 22.
(All canvas gicle

10 AP Canvas Giclees signed by Johnny and Colin £750.00 10 AP Canvas Giclees signed by Tom and Colin £750.00

250  Canvas Giclees signed by Colin £530.00 250 Canvas Giclees signed by Colin £530.00
50 AP Litho prints signed by Johnny and Colin £200.00 50 AP Litho prints signed by Tom and Colin £200.00
850 Litho prints signed by Johnny and Colin £120.00 850 Litho prints signed by Tom and Colin £120.00



.......... Four years of dedication

[ING 100 YEARS OF THE INDY 500

10 AP Canvas Giclees  signed by Dan and Colin ~ £750.00 Convas G!c:ees s!gneg gy A lc_md Colin £750.00
250  Canvas giclees  signed by Colin £530.00 E?E(‘;u;rﬂtcsees ;Ii?;rrleed b¥/ E\‘] Lnnd Colin ﬁggggg
50 AP Litho prints signed by Dan and Colin ~ £200.00 .

850  Litho prints signed by Dan and Colin ~ £120.00

250  Canvas Giclees  signed by Colin £475.00
Litho Prints signed by AJ and Colin £120.00 500 Litho prints signed by Colin £100.00
Litho prints signed by Colin £100.00

10 AP Canvas Giclees  signed by Bobby and Colin  £750.00 Canvas Giclees  signed by Mario and Colin  £750.00 Canvas Giclees  signed by Al and Colin £750.00
250  Canvas Giclees  signed by Colin £530.00 Canvas Giclees  signed by Colin £530.00 Canvas Giclees  signed by Colin £530.00
50 AP Lithos signed by Bobby and Colin  £200.00 Lithos signed by Mario and Colin  £200.00 Litho prints signed by Al and Colin £200.00
850 Litho Prints signed by Bobby and Colin  £120.00 Litho prints signed by Mario and Colin  £120.00 Litho prints signed by Al and Colin £120.00

“Rick Mears 1979

Canvas Giclees  signed by A.J. and Colin £750.00 Canvas Giclees  signed by Rick and Colin £750.00
Canvas Giclees  signed by Colin £530.00 Canvas Giclees  signed by Colin £530.00
Litho prints signed by AJ and Colin £200.00 LithoPrints signed by Rick and Colin £200.00
Litho prints signed by AJ and Colin £120.00 Litho prints signed by Rick and Colin £120.00
Litho prints signed by Colin £100.00

www.billdaniels.com

Bill Daniels Sports Collectibles,

PO Box 607, Lebanon, Indiana, IN46052 USA
Tel:  (001) 765 482 7000

email: wed @in-motion.net

(A tribute to Rick Mears, Al Unser Snr.and A.J.Foyt)
250  Canvas Giclees  signed by Colin £530.00
850 Litho prints signed By Colin £100.00

www.colincarter.com

The Colin Carter Collection,

110, High Street, Ramsgate,Kent CT11 9UA, UK
Tel: +44 (0) 1843 850346

email: Ccarter200@aol.com

. Canvas Giclees  signed by Danica and Colin  £750.00 Post and Packing
Canvas Giclees  signed by Colin £530.00 S ) .
' Litho prints signed by Danica and Colin  £200.00 (Within USA) USD12 per litho and USD35.00 per giclee

Litho prints signed by Danica and Colin£120.00 (Outside USA) £12.50 per litho and £35.00 per giclee.

5 inches x 31 inches)
> prints 4ft x 3ft)




=

SENATE Monaco Grand Prix 2011
GRAND PRIX The finest selection of race viewing

0000000000000 00000000000000000000000 o

EXCLUSIVE HOSPITALITY and exclusive hospitality packages

';g %
VIP Multi-Access Garnier Suite Package Winston Churchill Suite
Package Hotel de Paris 5* Package

Hotel de Paris 5* Hotel de Paris 5*

© ¢ N|ghts accommodation, choice of e 4 Nights accommodation, choice of * 4 Nights accommodation, choice of
Monte Carlo Hotels Monte Carlo Hotels Monte Carlo Hotels

* Unrestricted access to the Garnier and e Exceptional views over the track directly  Magnificent Suite with panoramic views
Churchill Suites along with the Garden above Casino Square with access to the over the circuit and harbour
Terrace Garden Terrace e Access to the Garden Terrace

e Fully catered hospitality e Fully catered hospitality e Fully catered hospitality

* Open bar - champagne, fine wine, beers e Open bar - champagne, fine wine, beers e Open bar - champagne, fine wine, beers
and soft drinks and soft drinks and soft drinks

e Simply the finest in Monaco

From €5,995 pp From €4,495 pp From €2,995 pp

MONACO GRAND PRIX SPECIALISTS Tel: +44 (O) 1342 830495

Senate Grand Prix specialises in providing F1'™ teams, drivers

and sponsors, as well as a vast array of corporate and private mOnaCO@Senateg randprlx'com
clients, with the finest hotel accommodation and race viewing www_senategrandpﬁx_oom[monaco

hospitality for the world’s most glamorous motor race.



INTERNATIONAL
RACES & RESULTS
V8 SUPERCARS
Adelaide (AUS), Rd 2/14

QUICK RESULTS

-» Race 1 winner Garth Tander

-> Race 2 winner Jamie Whincup

1.8.8. 8. 07

-> Poles Tander/Will Davison

RACE RATING Lots of entertainment
with the fastest
guys winning

V8 SUPERCARS ADELAIDE (AUS), MARCH 19-20, RD 2/14

Tander has his dander up in Adelaide for another win

FOUR RACES into the 2011
V8 Supercar Championship,
three drivers have won for
two teams — but the pair of
250km races in Adelaide
could hardly have been
more different.

Garth Tander won his
third-straight race in the city
on Saturday, he and Jamie
Whincup swapping the lead
as everyone wrestled with
managing their fuel to make
the race a two-stopper.
Tander took the lead but his
HRT Holden looked doomed
to make a late-race splash
’n’ dash. Then an unfeasibly
long yellow flag, to remove
James Moffat’s stricken
Ford, opened the fuel
window for Tander et al to
make it home. In one way it
was just: Tander had taken a
dominant pole and had

controlled the race. Whincup
was second ahead of Triple 8
team-mate Craig Lowndes,
with Jason Bright and a
resurgent Fabian Coulthard
making it a Holden sweep
of the top five.

Sunday’s race was
completely the opposite.
Rain moved in, leaving the
drivers to lurch around the
track and the teams to
gamble on pit strategy. Five
different drivers led, but it
was Whincup who took
control as the track dried.

There was mayhem
around him. Slick-shod
Lee Holdsworth’s Garry
Rogers team gambled that
he would complete the five
laps before the weather
cleared. On the second of
those laps, he surfed into a
concrete barrier at 120mph.

Up stepped Rick Kelly,
who had his best result in
three years in his Holden, to
take second ahead of Mark
Winterbottom, who hid in
the pack while FPR Ford
team-mate Will Davison
took the battle to the
leading Holdens. As
Davison faded, ‘Frosty’
got faster and a podium.

James Courtney led
the race before finishing
fourth — just ahead of HRT
team-mate Tander. After
a poor race one, champion
Courtney salvaged plenty
from what could have been
a catastrophic weekend.

Meanwhile, both races in
the V8 Development Series
were won by ex-main series
drivers. Andrew Thompson
took the first, before Kiwi
Jason Richards — who is

REPORTS
WORLD OF SPORT

Tander’s HRT Holden
took Saturday success

battling stomach cancer —
came out top of the second.
@ Phil Branagan

RESULTS

Race 11 Garth Tander (Holden
Commodore VEII), 76 laps in
2h07m57.1302s; 2 Jamie Whincup
(Holden), +0.5420s; 3 Craig Lowndes
(Holden); 4 Jason Bright (Holden);

e

5 Fabian Coulthard (Holden); 6 Mark
Winterbottom (Ford Falcon FG).
Race 2 1 Whincup, 77 laps in
2h08m50.3685s; 2 Rick Kelly
(Holden), +1.3206s; 3 Winterbottom;
4 James Courtney (Holden); 5 Tander;
6 Paul Dumbrell (Ford). Points 1
Whincup, 567; 2 Winterbottom, 423;
3 Tander, 363; 4 Alex Davison, 348;

5 Coulthard, 345; 6 Lowndes, 336.

Kelly took advantage of
wet weather for second

ALLPICS: CIANFLONE/GETTY

1 SebastianVettel
2 Mark Webber

3 SebastienLoeb

4 FernandoAlonso
5 LewisHamilton

Ranking the world’s best drivers

WHAT HAPPENED THIS WEEK

Garth Tander’s (111) Adelaide win moved him up 18 places, while
Jamie Whincup (88) maintained his status as the highest-ranked
V8 driver. Elsewhere, NASCAR ace Carl Edwards moved into the top
10 and GP2 Asia champ Romain Grosjean (66) made up 14 spots.

< 24,200
<« 22,079
< 21,108
< 20,467
< 19,217

N EDGE

——=Rankings

CURRENT
STANDINGS

| To see the full list, visit castroldriverrankings.com ‘

March 24 2011 autosport.com 59



Car leasing
made easy

with WHATCAR?

Britain’'s best car buyer’s guide now with
Britain’s best car leasing section. Try us today

Read Vhat Cav7's test
vevdic‘\'s and v/a’}oh oly
video voad fests
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A Q. How does car leasing work: dof the1ess®
a deposit and monthly payments, then hand back the car attheen

(o) : § ing.
U caninclude maintenance as well for worry-free motoring

For great deals made simple, visit:

Example personaldeal
Volkswagen Golf 14 TSI S 3dr: deposit £943.81

followed by 35 monthly payments of £314.60 Whatcal'.com




ALL PICS: BMW AG

DRIVER PROFILE
ONE TO WATCH

INTRODUCING Richard Bradley

The Singapore-based Londoner aims to make the most of his TOM’S Japanese F3 ride

. _.._-

“Susumu_Koumi, the general manager of [Nt —

TOM’S, came and congratulated me and

said he’d been tracking my progress.

It didn’t take long to do a deal”

international motorsport map

three years ago when it hosted
its first world championship grand
prix, but so far it has never produced
a driver worthy of competing at the
top level of single-seater racing.

That could all be about to change.
Well, sort of. Because although
Formula BMW Pacific champion
Richard Bradley competes using a
Singapore licence, he actually hails
from Greenwich.

After a decade in karting that yielded
several titles in Britain, Bradley and his
family moved to Singapore in 2009,
opening up an opportunity for the

Singapore put itself on the

... with seven wins

forthe Eurasia team

teenager to make the step up to cars.
He couldn’t have wished for a better
debut. In front of the F1 crews present
at Sepang for the Malaysian Grand
Prix, the Eurasia Motorsport driver
collected a double win ahead of
highly-rated Red Bull drivers Carlos
Sainz Jr and Daniil Kyvat, and moved
into a series lead he would not lose.
“It was a great year,” says Bradley.
“We won seven times and got the
overall and rookie championships. The
only real difficulty came when Sainz Jr
and Kyvat came and did guest drives.
Because they weren’t registered for
points, they could race as hard as
they liked and not worry about the

i BornAug 17,1991
: From London,

i England

: Lives Singapore

: 2010 Formula

: BMW Pacific
champion

(seven wins)
2009 Eighth

in Super KF1
European Karting
championship
2008 British Open.
Karting champion
2000-2007

Karting

Bradley led the way in
FBMW Pacific last year...

consequences, while I had to think
about the points every time. It wasn’t
the nicest way to race. The dicing with
the regulars was much cleaner.”

Those regulars, like closest rival
Oscar Tunjo, were unable to get close
to Bradley’s seven wins and nine
podiums, and were powerless to
prevent him from wrapping up the
title at Okayama in Japan in October.

“I got a surprise that day because
Susumu Koumi, the general manager
of TOM’S, came and congratulated
me and said he’d been tracking my
progress for a while,” he recalls. “And
after that, it didn’t take us long to do
a deal to race in Japanese F3 this year,
which is a massive opportunity for me
as they’re a great team and have close
links with Toyota.”

Bradley’s task of learning both his
F3 Dallara and the Japanese circuits has
been dealt a blow in the past fortnight
as the effects of the Tsunami have
included the cancellation of all testing
for the country’s three main series.

But he is not letting the pressure of
keeping up the TOM’S record of 20
titles in 23 years affect his mindset.

“Winning the title would be
amazing, but Koumi San says it’s not
essential for a rookie to win the title,”
he says. “I’ll be happy knowing I’ve
performed to the best of my abilities.
Nobody can ask more of you than that.” &
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PICS: LAHAM/GETTY, NIGEL KINRADE

“Idtakea
fourth Indy 500
win over atitle”

IndyCar ace Helio Castroneves is a showman - and wants to be a joint
record holder in the sport’s greatest show, he tells GLENN FREEMAN

elio Castroneves has three

Indianapolis 500 wins to his

name, but no IndyCar titles.

Conventional wisdom would

suggest that, having made his
mark at the Brickyard, perhaps it’s time
to worry a little less about the May
showpiece. But think again.

Ask the Brazilian which he’d prefer
to win this year, and the initial response
is “both!” Press him further to choose
one over the other, and the response
is slightly surprising.

“It’s got to be another Indy,
certainly,” he reveals. “A championship
is very sweet, but now I’m very close to
being in a very special position at Indy.
That race is so special, and only three
guys have won it four times [AJ Foyt,
Al Unser Sr, Rick Mears]. To be
together with them in that group,
that weighs quite a lot on me.

“People ask me if I would trade my
wins for a championship, and I tell
them no, because I worked too darn
hard to win those races!”

But that doesn’t mean that, with the
2011 season opener coming up this
weekend in St Petersburg, a first major
US open-wheel title isn’t on the
35-year-old’s mind. He’s now got 13
years of racing at this level (CART and
IndyCar), but second place in "02
and ’08 remain his best results over a
full season. Since the second of those
runner-up spots, he has conceded the

Briscoe dancing
backtothetop

gy .
5" ’7 \ Another year,
soit’sall smiles

position as Team Penske’s top driver,
with Australians Ryan Briscoe and Will
Power taking that accolade in 09 and
’10 respectively. Does that mean its
Castroneves’s turn again?

“I like that idea!” he says. “Maybe it’s
the cycle — everyone gets a chance and
hopefully my chance comes again this
year. I feel very strong; I'm pumped.”

Castroneves feels that his attitude
is shared by everyone at Penske. And
he believes that legendary team boss
Roger Penske’s reaction to Power’s title
near-miss last year has a lot to do with
the team’s positive feeling on the eve
of the new campaign.

“The way Roger reacted last year
surprised me, but in a good way,” he
says. “I was disappointed for him to
miss out at the last race after being
so close. But he just said, ‘Let’s turn
the page and move on. Don’t look for
excuses or start crying about it. Let’s get
back to work and make sure we make
it happen next year. That’s the way he
sets the pace at the team. He just wants
us to move on and fix the little things
that hurt us in the end last season.”

With that in mind, Penske is pushing
to defeat those pesky Chip Ganassi cars
that have taken the past three titles
with Scott Dixon and Dario Franchitti.

“We had incredible performance last
year,” he says. “We won nine races
— well, I say we won 10 but they took
one off me [for blocking on a restart

INTERVIEW
HELIO CASTRONEVES

at Edmonton]. We were competitive
wherever we went. Then Ganassi
showed up at the last race [Homestead]
and were 2mph faster than us. I don’t
know what the heck they did but they
did their homework and that’s what
won them the championship.

“At Penske, each driver wants all
three to have the chance to fight for the

Castroneves has been
at Penske for 11 years

championship. Then we can battle at
the end of the season without having
to worry about people from outside.”

And Castroneves can’t sign
off without another mention
of his main goal.

“We’re really working for the title
this year, but also for Indy,” he says.
“Of course that is very important
for Roger, but also for this driver.” &

P65

JUSTIN
WILSON

In 2009, Ryan Briscoe was Penske’s nearly man. A
costly shunt in the Motegi pits meant his title shot
misfired, but at least he was in the running during
the endgame. Last year, however, he was third fastest
in the three-car team. With the jittery economy even
affecting the US’s most-famous open-wheel superteam,
the Australian’s future was unsure.

“There was a question over whether I'd have a
full-time ride this year,” he admits. “We knew we were
short on money for the three-car team again, so we

relied on the marketing crew at Penske to go to work,
and thankfully they found the funding. I only found
out shortly after the final race. It was a big relief, and
it’s funny how things can turn around so quickly after
running for the championship in ’09.”

Uncertainty over, now he’s only looking forward:
“It’s amazing how much drive that gives you to work
even harder. Maybe it was even planned by the team
like that, to give me extra motivation! I’'m hoping
my results repay their faith in me.”
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NTO THE TOP TEN

In-form NASCAR Sprint Cup star finishes second at Bristol

Carl Edwards moved into the top 10 of the
Castrol EDGE Rankings for the first time after
his second-place finish in the NASCAR Sprint
Cup at Bristol last weekend.

The Roush Fenway Ford driver has enjoyed
a run of good form in the championship
recently, finishing outside the top two only
once in the last six Sprint Cup races.

Edwards was denied victory by
championship leader Kyle Busch, but his

result edged him ahead of F1 driver Felipe
Massa into tenth place. It also put him
second in the Castrol EDGE Race for 2011,
behind WRC leader Mikko Hirvonen.
Meanwhile, Busch’s victory, the 20th of
his Sprint Cup career, did not alter his 14th
position in the Castrol EDGE Rankings, but
he boosted his score to leave him just a
few points behind his Joe Gibbs Toyota
team-mate Denny Hamlin in 13th.

Romain Grosjean
(right) sealed the
GP2 Asia title
with a feature
race win at Imola,
a venue chosen
after Bahrain
was cancelled. o
The Frenchman ~ §
gained 14 places “ \
from 80th to 66th RN
in the Castrol EDGE Driver rankings.
It was a less satisfactory weekend for
the outgoing GP2 Asia champion Davide
Valsecchi. The Italian was disqualified from
the feature race for a technical infringement
and was sent to the back of the grid in the
sprint race, dropping 19 spots to 86th.

N EDGE

——==Rankings

CURRENT STANDINGS

1 B Sebastian Vettel  F1 24,200
2 &8 Mark Webber  F1 22,079
3 B0 Sébastien Loeb  WRC 21,108
4 = Fernando Alonso F1 20,467
5 Lewis Hamilton ~ F1 19,217
6 a. Will Power IndyCar 17,858
7 Jenson Button  F1 17,006
8 A ™ Jimmie Johnson Sprint Cup 15,974
9 v 28 Dario Franchitti  IndyCar 15,892
10 A == Carl Edwards Sprint Cup 15,439

DATA CORRECT AS OF 21 MARCH 2011

PLAY NOW

BCAl THE GRAND PRIX PREDICTOR

Do you know more about F1 than Johnny
Herbert? Want to test your skills against an
expert panel of journalists and racing drivers?
If so, play the Castrol EDGE Grand Prix
Predictor and get predicting right now.

To enter, simply register your details and
predict the top ten finishers in the Australian
Grand Prix this weekend then enter your
choices on our click-and-drag selection page.
Our expert panel, led by ex-F1 driver Johnny

Win Ultimate Motorsport Experiences worth up to £20,000

Herbert, has chosen a top three of Sebastian
Vettel, Mark Webber and Fernando Alonso,
however, based on current form and
previous results from the circuit, the Grand
Prix Predictor opted for an Alonso win.
Which one will be right? If you can
out-predict them, you could win the
Ulitimate Castrol EDGE Experiences,
including a trip to the Canadian Grand Prix.
www.castroledgerankings/predictor

[3 Follow us

twitter.com

f Join our group
facebook.com
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How frustrating was it that your

run of winning at least one race a
season — in both Champ Car and
IndyCar — came to an end last year?
It was a bit. It’s the first time since my
rookie year in the States that I didn’t
win a race, but that’s how it goes. We
just didn’t capitalise when things were
going well, but in some ways that was
good: it’s made everyone hungrier to
make it happen this year.

You were in with a shout to win at
Toronto but it got away from you...

It did. I’d struggled all weekend on cold
tyres for once, and Will [Power] got by
me for the lead, so I pushed too hard to
make something happen to get it back.
That one got away from me and it was
painful. The key for this year is to be
up there, running at the front more
often. Then we will have more
opportunities, and then we can start
winning races. If you’re in that position
more often, you don’t feel as desperate
to make that one occasion count.

This is your second year with D&R.
What have you learnt about the team?
I felt there was a lot of potential, and
there’s room to improve, and that’s
why I’'m back for a second season.
Hopefully we can build on everything
we’ve learnt — and we had a good car
in places. Typically, by the end of most
race weekends we’d say, ‘if we can start
from this point next year, we’ll be in
good shape’ That’s the potential, so
we can be up there challenging for
podiums more often than not.

The smaller teams have a tough time
against the giants like Ganassi and
Penske. What are the main areas
they are lacking in?

Continuity is a big part of it. [The big
teams] are continually building and
progressing, and don’t have to press
the reset button every off-season as

a new driver or engineer comes along.
Their bigger budgets and resources
certainly helps too, but they do a good
job and it’s what we are all striving to
emulate. There’s no magic, it’s just a
lot of hard work.

PICS: LAT,GETTY IMAGES

Wilson enters second
year with D&R outfit

Obviously your background and
strength is on road courses, but how
are you getting on with the ovals?
The ovals were up and down last year

— we had some strong ones and we had
some pretty weak ones. Again, we want
to take what we learned and apply it to
be stronger across the board. I felt like I
was more comfortable than ever on the
ovals, but the results didn’t reflect that.
The main problem was that we didn’t
test much on ovals, we concentrated

on the road courses. Our only oval test
was four days before the last race of the
year! This year the plan is to do the
majority of our testing on ovals.

Does the limit on testing work
against the small teams that it

was originally designed to help?

It does, because you only get six days
a year. Last year we did five on road
courses and one on an oval, because
that’s where we felt we had the best

Wilson: I want to
get back to winning

The Yorkshireman had a great record of wins in US single-seaters - until last year.
But he’s targeted a return to Victory Lane in 2011, as he tells CHARLES BRADLEY

NAME
Justin Wilson
BORN
July 311978
2010

11th in IndyCar
(1 pole)
2009
9th in IndyCar
(1 win)
2008
11th in IndyCar
(1 win)
2007
2nd in Champ Car
(1 win)
2006
2nd in Champ Car
(1 win)
2005
3rd in Champ Car
(2 wins)

INTERVIEW
JUSTIN WILSON

chances to win a race. This time,
we’re still hoping we’ll be strong on
the road and street courses, but we’re
going to flip our testing emphasis to
try to elevate our oval programme so
we can finish inside the top 10 at
every track we visit.

You had a great team-mate in Mike
Conway last year, but lost him after
his massive Indy 500 crash. Did that
affect the team’s progression?

Yeah, it was so selfish of Mike — always
thinking of himself! Seriously, Mike
was a good team-mate, a great guy to
work with, and we were pushing each
other along. Having someone like
that to bounce ideas off was pretty
valuable. Once he was injured, it hurt
the programme too because I got a
different team-mate every weekend.

How has testing gone so far in 2011?
We got one day at Sebring and two at
Barber, and we were pretty quick and
got through our development plan. We
need to sit down and analyse the data
from Barber, and piece together what
we’ve learned. We made the car really
good on old tyres, but when we threw
new tyres at it we went slower! The
car was a bit of a handful on them,
which was good for us to know now
that’s the case, so we can work on it.

How optimistic are you for this year?
I’m cautious, but think we’ll be in good
shape. We’re definitely stronger and
should be better everywhere, but it’s
such a hugely competitive series. &

@ P66 RUNNERS AND RIDERS
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Ladies and gentlemen:

START YOUR ENGINES!

In the final year for the faithful Dallara chassis, and with NASCAR-style double-file
restarts to contend with, who’ll shine this season, wonders CHARLES BRADLEY

CHIP GANASSI RACING

-4 DARIO SCOTT
FRANCHITTI DIXON
(GB) (N2)
GRAHAM CHARLIE
RAHAL KIMBALL
(USA) (USsA)

After a hat-trick of
consecutive titles (Dixon
in 2008, Franchitti in "09
and ’10), Target Chip
Ganassi Racing retains
its mantle of pre-season
favourite. Its driving
strength is beyond
reproach, and its ‘nothing
to hide” dynamic is key to
its success. In Ganassi
himself, it has a sharp
operator at the helm who
demands excellence as
standard. In managing
director Mike Hull (Chip’s
right-hand man), it has
one of the wisest heads in
the pitlane orchestrating
its operation. Expansion
to encompass a satellite
team, for American young
guns Rahal and Kimball,
could cause some ripples
among the organisation.

On the plus side, four
drivers in the debriefs are
better than two, and it
opens up opportunities
for fresh engineers to
bring something new

to the party. The weakness
in CGR’s armoury last
year, compared with
Penske, was on road
courses — where it
previously excelled.

A barely-publicised
brake-system failure

for Franchitti at Sebring
disrupted its test schedule
(and gave Dario brainache
after he slammed his

head against the cockpit
surround), and he
struggled at Barber too.
Dixon, meantime, has
enjoyed a great pre-season.
[s it his turn to lead the
line this year?

WILL
POWER
(Aus)

HELIO

(BR)

RYAN
BRISCOE
(AUS)

CASTRONEVES

Reading too much into test times
can be dangerous, but Penske’s
dominance of the times at Barber
recently was ominous and
suggests its road-course package
is stronger than ever. Power blew
away his team-mates last year,
until he got to the ovals, so expect
Castroneves and Briscoe to bite
back this season. The loss of team
coordinator Tom Wurtz to KV
Racing was indicative of the
struggle over the winter to keep
the squad as a three-car team,
due to budget constraints, with
Briscoe the most likely to be
jettisoned after he failed to reach
the dizzy heights of his title
campaign in ’09. Sam Hornish’s
title in 2006 is a long time ago
now, and ‘The Captain’ is not used
to playing second fiddle for long.
Make no mistake, this is a must-
win scenario for America’s most
successful open-wheel team.

ANDRETTIAUTOSPORT

RYAN
(USA)

\ | DANICA

' HUNTER-REAY

. MARCO
. ANDRETTI
(UsA)

MIKE
. CONWAY
(GB)

With star driver Tony
Kanaan departed, the
team leader role is up
for grabs at Michael
Andretti’s team. Hunter-
Reay is the man most

likely, while Andretti Jr
and Patrick need to
finally deliver on all their
hype. Conway joins the
team and just needs a
solid season.
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INDYCAR SERIES
NEWMAN/HAAS RACING DREYER & REINBOLD RACING INDYCAR
o ; s CALENDAR
JAMES &% JUSTIN ANA March 27
| HINCHCLIFFE WILSON BEATRIZ L petershure
’ ri
" (CDN) (GB) (BR) Bhrber
It’s a great team with a Last year promised much fg;’é gaach
fantastic history, but harsh for Dreyer & Reinbold, Mav 1
financial times have cast but delivered nothing SacJ)/Paulo
an air of uncertainty. in terms of the road- May 29
Good news is the return course race wins it had IndJI{anapolis
of Servia, an underrated expected. The loss of June 11
little pedaller. Hinchcliffe’s Mike Conway to injury Ttilexas
programme didn’t seem and looked quick too. severely dented its help. But continuity for 19
100 per cent as we went Fingers crossed this is plans, and Wilson’s Wilson, and the arrival {\sllﬂsvaukee
to press, although he has the year it gets back to failure to execute a big of promising Brazilian
run a full test programme : winning ways this year. chance at Toronto didn’t Ana Beatriz, should help. /IL(;’\Z\fazs
July 10
KV RACING TECHNOLOGY PANTHER RACING Jorono
July 24
= Edmonton
TAKUMA === o R August 7
"Vi ’ SATO = * HILDEBRAND ;’“d'g;“l‘z
ugu.
B TN (]) _ : (USA) Negv Hampshire
Former champion team August 28
E) has dispensed with the Sears Point
VISO Last year was a crash-littered services of Dan Wheldon Se[lJt_ember 4
(YV) disaster, but all the signs are there after two seasons and under his belt at this Baltimore
for 2011 to be a breakthrough year. taken on young talent level. Is he competent inepten]ber 18
' TONY Kanaan’s late deal is a huge boost Hildebrand. The enough to match his otegl
and should help take the team to Californian is a former road-course skills with October 2
& KANAAN e next level - providing they can Indy Lights champion Panther’s oval knowledge? Kentucky
=~ (BR) keep it out of the wall this time. and has a couple of starts  Testing suggests not. fgo\?:éalf

A) FOYT ENTERPRISES

()| SEBASTIEN

DALE COYNE RACING

== STILL

&8 BOURDAIS ON THE
 (F)? BENCH
American racing legend
AJ Foyt loves Meira \ ALEX Hopefully four-time Champ Car
because he sees a lot of : LLOYD king Bourdais will contest all i
himself in the Brazilian. (GB)? the road courses with Coyne,
Meira always gives 100 It’s a tough ask for which won with Justin Wilson PAUL
per cent, and is prone to this tiny one-car team JAMES in’09 at The Glen. If he has a
the occasional massive to take on the giants, team-mate, chances are he’ll TRACY
crash, but always but occasionally it does JAKES be a Brit. Lloyd on ovals and (CDN)
rebounds as hard as ever. : so effectively. (GB)? Jakes on road courses perhaps?
HVM RACING Occasional flashes of SAM SCHMIDT MOTORSPORTS
brilliance last year _ ;
hen she wasn’t on fire), (= Last year’s FAZZT outfit
SIMONA (w ALEX outfit DAN
and one to keep an eye on now run by quadriplegic
S/ DESILVESTRO fo; the future. Potentially TAGLIANI  gyracer Tagcanbemega | WHELDON
#.. (CH) better than Danica? =&t (CDN) fast and run with big boys. (GB)
CONQUEST RACING SARAH FISHER RACING —
He’s no Montoya, but 3 On the ovals, this kid is Will show all
l SEBASTIAN Saavedra is a competent ED blindingly quick. It’s 17 races live
g SAAVEDRA young racer. But no more ol | CARPENTER  3pother tiny team, but and in high-def
x (COL) than a likely backmarker. » (USA) expect him to be a factor on UK TV

on the bigger ovals.
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CENTENARY
INDIANAPOLIS 500

S N7 =
INDIANAPOLIS MOTOR SPEEDWAY
1911 N7/ A 2011

BIGGER, FASTER
AND WILDE

In the third part of our series, we look at the
ultra-competitive years from the mid-’60s to 1995

By PAUL FEARNLEY

rom the moment Jim Clark won the US/IRL split — the British Redcoats took 22 wins:
1965 Indianapolis 500 in a rear-engined  one Lotus, three Lolas, three McLarens, seven
Lotus, the American Civil War of the Penskes, a Chaparral, five Marches, a Galmer

1770s was reversed. Up until 1995 — and  designed and built in Bicester, and a Reynard.
the second Civil War in the form of the Ranged against this stampede of British chassis »

1970 start. Front row (r-1): B
Unser, Rutherford, Foyt

March 24 2011 autosport.com 69



<« was an American wild bunch: two
Coyotes, three Eagles (one of which
was designed by a Brit), a Hawk (based
on a Brabham), two Colts (based on a
Lola) and a Wildcat scoring nine for
the rebs. Even America’s most iconic
teams — Penske (10 wins, including
three using Marches and one with a
McLaren) and Chaparral (one win, plus
another with a Lola) — had their
eponymous cars made in the UK.
Britain’s technical screw at Indy was
truly turned — and countersunk — in
1978, although in the home team’s
defence this particular revolution began
in California. Vel Miletich and Parnelli
Jones’s team used its short-stroke
turbocharged 2.65-litre version of the
famous Cosworth DFV during practice
at Indy in ’7s. It raced it in *76 and
finished seventh. Cosworth boss Keith
Duckworth, fearful that his Formula 1
work might be drying up, ironically
because of the rise of the turbos, sat
up and took notice of Indycars. His
version, the V8 DFX, finished second
and third in a McLaren and a Parnelli in
’77 — and won the next 10 Indys. The
Offy, which had seized another lifeline
because of its integral block/head’s
suitability for the raised pressures of
forced induction, was finally silenced

in ’80, an incredible 46 years after its
first Indy victory. In ’81, all bar three of
the 33 starters had a DFX at their backs.
It was all bar five in ’82. And by ’83,
Cosworth’s ‘competition’ numbered
one Chevy. British domination was
almost total: March-Cosworths, 27

of which had qualified, filled the first
14 places in ’84.

Yet Indy remained emphatically
American, in ways that went much
deeper than its geographical roots. The
them-and-us, not-in-my-Brickyard
atmosphere caused by Lotus’s brash
arrival in the early 1960s — and noisily
pronounced by sections of the crowd
that witnessed Jim Clark’s game-
changing rear-engined win of ’65 —
soon softened. Clark’s unassuming
manner and ready smile helped, as did
his banter with fellow countryman
Jackie Stewart (JYS should have won as
arookie in ’66, but his oil-scavenge
pump failed with 10 laps to go and
Graham Hill, his Mecom Lola team-
mate, took the spoils). The Scots’
cheeky suggestion that they planned to
sponsor a prize for the leading US driver
was taken in good spirit. For as much
as the established Indycar squads and
their showmen bosses had railed in
public, many privately admitted to an
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admiration for the British teams.
Some joined them directly, others
watched and learned.
That’s not to say they
kowtowed, or that it was one-way
traffic. Far from it. Unrelenting
American marketing razzmatazz
meant that not only did most Joes on
the strip consider Hill’s victorious Eric
Broadley Lola design to be an American
Red Ball — it said so on its snazzy
flanks — but also Europe’s subsequent
adoption of it would transform its
racing forever. In terms of technical
innovation, Chicagoan Andy Granatelli’s
team came within a whisper (sic) — and
a failed $6 ball bearing — of winning in
1967 with a turbine-powered car, albeit
one conceived by a Brit, the mysterious
Ken Wallis, and featuring a British
four-wheel-drive system. The
following year a Drake Offenhauser was
first to the turbocharged punch, Bobby
Unser winning in an Eagle made by
Dan Gurney’s All American Racers
but designed by Coventry-born Tony
Southgate, a recent ‘graduate’ of the
Lola ‘school’. Indeed, American engines
would win 13 Indys — six for the Offy,
seven for Ford’s DOHC V8 — in
succession from ’65. And first
Firestone and then, after a 10-year tyre
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war, Goodyear provided the winning
rubber through this era.

But what really kept this show on
the American road was its drivers, a
slew of the most quotable and engaging
or magnificently moody leadfoots ever
to force motorsport’s pace: mean-
streakers ‘Super Tex’ AJ Foyt (a record
35 consecutive starts!) and Rufus
Parnell Jones, real tough guys both,
were followed by the Unsers of New
Mexico (see panel, p72) and the
Andrettis from Pennsylvania. It
wasn’t enough for families to produce
a racer, many founded dynasties: the
Whittington brothers — Bill, Dale and
Don — qualified in 1982, and were
joined by two Bettenhausens, two
Mears, two Snevas and half-brothers
Pancho Carter and Johnny Parsons. In
’88, Bill Vukovich III became the first
third-generation contender. And four
Andrettis — dad Mario, sons Michael
and Jeff and nephew John — took part
in ’92. Given such fecundity — and
governing body USAC’s unswerving

“As much as the
established squads and
their showmen bosses

had railed, many

privately admitted to
admiring the British”

CENTENARY
INDIANAPOLIS 500

..after Stewart’s car

Graham Hillwonin ;
. failedin final stages

Mecom Lolain’66...

Roger Penske with’72
winner Mark Donohue

focus on ovals — it came as little
surprise when the 500 of 75
comprised drivers entirely from

iy,
\\\\\\\\\\ "y, 2
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Indy Fact
The fastest Indy
500 was 1990:
yendyk won a

Andretti family, with
Michael (left) and Jeff
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the North American continent.
Imported talent would drive down
Victory Lane again, but there were 23
years between Hill’s rookie win and
Brazilian Emerson Fittipaldi’s success
of ’89. And the fact that Jochen Rindt,
Chris Amon and Pedro Rodriguez, by
common consent three of the most
naturally talented road-racers, couldn’t
hack it at Indianapolis only served to
intensify the light shone on those
American superstars who could.

But what were these household
names driving? What lay beneath those
Silver Floss (sauerkraut), Sugaripe
Prune and Routh Meat Packing
advertising veneers? A rear-engined
car, most certainly. Just two years after
the last win for a roadster, in 1964,
there was only one such car on the grid.
The last front-engined design to make
the race was Jim ‘Herk’ Hurtubise’s
ugly-duckling Mallard-Offy, which
qualified 30th and lasted just nine laps
in ’68; by ’72, even the perennially
hopeful ‘Herk’ had had it converted
into a beer cooler on wheels.

The updates came thick and quick: »
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“ny, o
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R

185.98mph
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Mears: four Indy wins

Luyendykwonin’90

<« spoilers sprouted in 1966; turbines,
although they were gradually choked by
reductions in air-intake area and
banned de facto by the outlawing of
4WD after ’69; large rear wings, first
used by McLaren in ’71; a spike of
turbo bhp during the early ’7os; and
John Barnard’s Chaparral 2K of 79,
which introduced the Brickyard to
skirted ground effects.

Speeds shot up. Clark broke the
16omph barrier in 1965. Just three years
later, ex-Harley bike star Joe Leonard
was on pole at 171mph in the turbine
Lotus 56 ‘wedge’. During practice in ’71,
driving the Next Big Thing, a side-rad
McLaren-Offy M16, ‘Captain Nice’
Mark Donohue bolted on some
newfangled slicks — and another
1omph. And in ’72, Bobby Unser, his
Eagle’s Offy gulping and blowing
cooling (and mandatory until 2006)
methanol, raised the pole position’s bar
by a stupendous 17mph. The 1000bhp
barrier was broken in ’73, but two fatal
accidents and a start-line pile-up that
triggered the third red flag since 64 led
to the introduction of pop-off valves
and smaller rear wings to reduce power,
grip and cornering speed. It wasn’t
until the April tyre tests of 77 (on a
repaved track), therefore, that a Wildcat
driven by Michigan’s Gordon Johncock
unofficially cracked the 20omph lap.

This period was the craziest,
near-as-damn-it-unfettered ride Indy
had experienced. Thereafter, the
familiar modern struggle between the
car and rulemakers ensued: innovate,

ban, innovate, ban. Even so, lap speeds
continued to creep: 210mph came and
went in 1984; 220mph was done by ’88;
and 230mph was dusted in ’92. With
little to choose between straight-line
and cornering speeds, it was pretty
much flat all the way by the mid-’9os.
American designers — Bob Riley
(Foyt’s Coyotes), Ukranian-born
Roman Slobodynskyj (the soaring
Eagles of the early 1970s) and Gordon
Kimball (Pat Patrick’s later Wildcats)
— had their wins, but their British
counterparts aced them: Len Terry
(Lotus), Broadley, Southgate, Gordon

“The 1000bhp barrier
was broken in 1973, but
two fatal accidents and
a start-line pile-up led

to pop-off valves and

smaller rear wings”

Coppuck (McLaren and March),
Barnard, Penske’s Geoff Ferris and
Nigel Bennett (previously at Lola),
March’s Robin Herd, Adrian Newey
(latterly at Newman-Haas Lola), Alan
Mertens (latterly at Galmer) and Bruce
Ashmore (Lola and Reynard). Both
sides benefited during the long, drawn
out months of May from the R&D nous

of genius US chief mechanics like San
Francisco’s George Bignotti — seven
times a winner, including two with his
Colt redesign for VPJ in 1970-71 —
but the demand for UK expertise

was undeniably the more ferocious:
fabricators became designers; official
— and unofficial — Williams FWo7
copies were built. It was hectic.

Bicester-based March accelerated
this rush. Originally approached by
Bignotti to construct a car for Tom
‘The Gas Man’ Sneva, the project
spiralled (almost out of control) when
Don Whittington arrived with a
suitcase full of money. Literally. With
no plan for a works team — a deal with
Forsythe Racing was eventually struck
in 1983 — the instant speed of its
late-arriving 81Cs enabled March to
flood the market. There were a record
109 entries in ’82. Not all of them were
Marches, but you get the drift: kit-car
racing at 20omph-plus.

Penske took more careful aim — a
rifle, not a shotgun — and its Poole-
based design team produced relatively
exclusive machinery that occasionally
missed the target completely. Lola
claimed the middle ground, preferring
to concentrate its efforts on the better,
higher-profile privateer teams. Mad
March’s demise — not a single
representative in 1991 — saw more-
savvy Lola fill the ‘British’ breach, ie
the grid, in the way that March had
when Team McLaren pulled its Indy
plug at the end of’79, and McLaren had
when Team Lotus slunk away after its

From Albuquerque they came...
The amazing Unser family

THE ANDRETTIS had the speed at Indy but not the
luck; the Unsers (usually) had both. Mario Andretti’s
1969 win is all there is to show for his and son
Michael’s 987 laps in the lead at the Brickyard;

the Unsers - Bobby, Aland Al Jr - converted their
1194 laps led into nine victories. But there was

a heavy cost to pay too.

Jerry Unser, eldest of four brothers - and twin
to ace engine tuner Louie - survived a rookie flight
over the wall in 1958, only to succumb to medical
complications after a fiery crash in practice
the following year.

Bobby and Al, the third and fourth-born, were
chalk and cheese. Bobby was cocky, outspoken and
blessed with raw speed, whereas Al, five years
younger, was shy, quiet and smooth at the wheel -

Mario reckoned him to be the canniest of opponents.

Al registered the first Unser Indy finish - ninth as a
rookie in a Foyt-run Lola in 1965 - but it was Bobby
who scored the family’s first win, in ’68 aboard a
turbocharged Eagle-Offenhauser. Al moved ahead
with wins in ’70 and '71, dominating performances
both, in the famous, George Bignotti-run Johnny
Lightning Special. Bobby levelled it two-all in the

rain-shortened ’75 race,
again in an Eagle, only for
Al to move ahead once
more, this time in a Chaparral-run Lola in ’78. Both
men had a win apiece left in them, and they were
to be the most remarkable of their careers.

Controversy dogged Bobby’s victory of 1981.
Emerging from a pitstop, he took advantage of a
vague rule by staying low on the apron to pass 11
cars before blending into the pace car-controlled
pack; Mario pulled the same ‘trick’ but not to the
same extent. Bobby celebrated in Victory Lane, but
Mario was listed as the winner when the official
results were released the following morning; Bobby
had been docked a place for passing under yellow.
Team boss Roger Penske appealed, but it was five
months before his driver was reinstated. Bobby
would never race at Indy again.

Als final win, also with Penske, was remarkable
in that he hadn’t been scheduled to drive in 1987.
But when Danny Ongais was sidelined by a practice
shunt, the team hauled its spare March from a hotel
lobby and plonked Al in it. Neatly, as he took the
chequered flag, he surpassed Ralph DePalma as the

Three Unser victors:
AlJr, Bobby and ALSr

all-time lap-leader (his final total would be 644).
Four years earlier Aland Al Jr had become the
first father and son to compete in the same 500.
‘Little Al had inherited his father’s driving style and
some of his uncle’s swagger. He might have won in
1989 had his Lola not been baulked and jumped by
Emerson Fittipaldi’s Penske with two to go. But he
clung on by inches in ’92 to win for Galmer and
become his family’s third Indy 500 champion.
He made it two in 94, benefiting from Penske
team-mate Fittipaldi’s surprising late-race mistake.
Johnny Unser, Jerry’s second son, and Robby,
Bobby’s third child, also raced at Indy, with Robby
finishing fifth as a rookie in 1998. Had he been
a member of any other family his performance
would have been feted.
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turbo 4WD debacle of *69. By ’95,
Lola’s hegemony was in turn under
serious threat from newcomer Reynard.
Wave after British brainwave. Yet the
500 remained so resolutely driver-
driven — Mario versus Al Sr, Michael
versus Al Jr — it would be an influx of
overseas pedallers that would cause

the eventual disruption.

The death of long-time track
president Tony Hulman in October 1977
would have been a sea change even had
not his experienced superintendant,
Clarence Cagle, retired that July. And
when eight high-ranking USAC
officials were killed in an aeroplane
crash in ’78, CART stepped into the
vacuum. Led by Penske, the big six
teams expressed their dissatisfaction
with USAC and unveiled their own
championship schedule for ’79, albeit
with May left tantalisingly bare. There
followed a 16-year alliance that was
uneasy at best: that the big teams
couldn’t do without Indy and vice
versa was the perceived wisdom.

The bulk of the fans remained
blissfully oblivious. There was always
something thrillingly Indy to keep them
happy and/or arguing: the October
decision of 1981 that finally confirmed
Bobby Unser as a three-time winner;
Johncock and Rick Mears’s dash for the
’82 flag; Danny Sullivan’s spin-and-win
of ’85; Bobby Rahal’s emotional *86
victory just days before Jim Trueman,
his team boss, succumbed to cancer; in
’88, the first win (of six in a row) for
the Chevy-badged V8 of UK-based

Villeneuve took
amazing 1995 win

Ilmor; and Fittipaldi’s wheelbanging
with Al Jr in ’89 and his subsequent
$1 million purse.

There was more of the same in the
1990s: Mears’s retaliatory outside pass
of Michael Andretti in ’91; Canadian
Scott Goodyear’s failure by fractions to
win from last on the grid in ’92; the
Mansellmania of ’93; the dominant
Mercedes-Benz pushrod V8 (designed
and built in Northants, Cosworth
country, by Ilmor for Penske) of *94;
and Jacques Villeneuve’s victory in
’95 despite being docked two laps
for mistakenly overtaking the pace

“George felt that
CART’s preponderance
of road courses
and street circuits
made it too reliant on
overseas pay drivers”

car while leading.

But something was different. Tony
George, Hulman’s grandson, became the
new president of Indianapolis Motor
Speedway in 1989. It took a while for
the 30-year-old to find his feet, but
his displeasure with an increasingly
expensive CART became ever-more
apparent. He felt that its preponderance

CENTENARY
INDIANAPOLIS 500

Mears beat Michael
| Andettiin1991

of road courses and street circuits
made it too reliant on overseas pay
drivers and that it wasn’t doing enough
to encourage and promote young local
talent. The 1995 grid featured just
three men with a sprint car/midget
background and George took this
opportunity to announce his Indy
Racing League. Its beginnings were
rocky and CART talked tough. But
George had Indy and so hung tough.
His victory was confirmed when
Penske finally came over in 2001.
Except that, oddly, Indy had by then
entered its most international era: in
15 years of IRL-sanctioned 500s, only
four have been won by Americans. And
throughout it all UK technology —

including chassis by G Force, Ilmor Part4:
engines badged as Oldsmobiles, Chevys How the 500
and Hondas, and Xtrac’s transmission survived the

— has remained fundamental to
America’s, no, the world’s biggest race. &

IRL/CART split

Danny Sullivan ‘spun
andwon’in1985

F1champs Fittipaldi

- emiug ANdManselljoinedin

Stan Fox’s horrific ’95 shunt with Cheever

March 24 2011 autosport.com 73



WORLD GT1

201

avid Brabham, world
champion. It has a ring to it,
doesn’t it? And it goes a long
way to explaining why one of
the most versatile sportscar
drivers of his generation will be racing
in 2011 not at the wheel of a prototype
but a Nissan GT-R in the FIA GT1
World Championship.

There are any number of factors why
Brabham decided against hanging on
for Highcroft Racing to put together a
full-season programme so that he
could bid for a third American Le Mans
Series prototype crown at the wheel of
its latest HPD ARX-o1e. But the chance
to emulate his father, Sir Jack Brabham,
and add a world title to his bulging CV
was too good to turn down.

The three-time Formula 1 world
champion is central to the story that
resulted in his youngest son signing to
race alongside Jamie Campbell-Walter
in one of the Sumo Power GT team’s

Nissans in the world series, which
kicks off at Abu Dhabi this weekend.
Brabham Jr received an FIA Gold Medal
for services to motorsport on behalf of
his illustrious father at the governing
body’s prize giving in Monte Carlo last
December, and it was there that he
witnessed the inaugural World GT1
champions from the Vitaphone
Maserati squad receiving their gongs.

“I saw Michael Bartels and Andrea
Bertolini up there on the stage and
thought how cool would that be?”
he says. “To win two ALMS titles
and then a world championship
would be more special than winning
three ALMS titles.”

Brabham admits that had Highcroft
not so far failed to put together a full
programme for 2011 he wouldn’t have
been casting his eye elsewhere. Looking
back, however, he reckons it was time
for a change.

“Highcroft’s problems made me

Taking

WORLD

Sportscar superstar David
Brabham is turning his back on
prototypes to drive in World GT1.
He tells GARY WATKINS why

think about what else was out there,”
he says. “I’ve been racing in the ALMS
for 12 years, doing the same things and
going to the same circuits for a dozen
years. A change helps with focus and
motivation. This year I’ll be racing at
seven circuits new to me. It doesn’t
hurt to reinvent yourself occasionally.”

The FIA World GT1 series is also the
bigger challenge.

“The competitiveness of the
championship is important,” he says
“Everyone involved tells me that the
racing is so hard. I thought I"d have
some of that.

“The lack of opposition in the ALMS
was also a factor in my decision to
make a change. The racing in 2008
[when Brabs and the Highcroft Acura
challenged the Penske Porsche squad
for the P2 title] was phenomenal. I still
got a buzz out of the racing last year,
but when you are out there on your
own, it’s no fun at all”
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INTERVIEW
DAVID BRABHAM

Brabs will now bid fora
world title with Nissan

LR =5

DAVID BRABHAM:
MR VERSATILE

Two years on from his brief F1 career,
Brabham took the 1996 All-Japan GT
title in a heavyweight McLaren F1 GTR
alongside Dane John Nielsen.

His successes in the front-engine
Panoz prototypes in the American
Le Mans Series were the stuff of legend,
beating the all-conquering Audi R8 on
five occasions with Jan Magnussen.

Brabham then switched to GT racing
with the Prodrive Ferrari 550 Maranello
and then its Aston Martin DBR9. He
racked up ALMS GT1 class wins in both.

A step down to the bottom class of
the ALMS with the Multimatic Panoz
team in 2006 didn’t bring an end to
Brabham’s winning ways.

A return to the prototype ranks with
Highcroft Racing yielded race wins and
championship success with both LMP1
and LMP2 machinery.

A call-up from Peugeot in ’09 resulted
in a famous victory in the Le Mans 24
Hours with Alex Wurz and Marc Gene.

nism
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Some are asking whether at 45,
Brabham has chosen the wrong time to
step out of a prototype and into one of
the most competitive championships
on the planet. The Australian, a man
who exudes confidence in a serene
way, isn’t thinking in those terms.

He has no doubts that he’ll be up to
the job in the cut-and-thrust of the
one-hour sprints of the world

championship and merely points to
his success in all types of sportscar.

“What else can I do? I've driven
everything and won in everything,” he
says. “I’m not going into this situation
wondering if I can do it; T know I can.”

Brabham reckons that time has not
taken a toll on his talents: he reckons
he’s driving better than ever. He has
no doubts that he came back into
prototypes full time after a handful
of seasons racing a variety of GT
machinery a better driver than he left.

“My experience in GT1 and GT2

Le Mans glory came
with Peugeotin 2009

allowed me to do a better job in traffic
in a prototype, because I understood
what the driver in the car ahead could
and couldn’t do,” he explains. “My
averages getting through the traffic
were always better than my team-
mates because there was less
hesitation on my part.”

It’s coming up to the 20th
anniversary of David Brabham’s
sportscar debut, a race that yielded him
both first and second position. Jaguar
ran just three drivers for the majority
of the 1991 Sportscar World
Championship, which explains why
team newcomer Brabs shared one
XJR-14 to victory with Derek Warwick
and another to second place with Teo
Fabi at the Nurburgring that August.

A deal with Nissan means that
Brabham’s sportscar career has come
full circle. Few are aware that the
XJR-14 wasn’t the first Group C
sportscar he drove. Earlier in the year,

he’d tested a Nissan in Japan, a try-out
that ultimately led to a race victory in
the forebear of the car he’ll be racing
this year. Called up to drive a NISMO-
run Skyline GTR in Group A spec at
the Spa 24 Hours, Brabham notched
up victory in the Spa 24 Hours.

There’s not much left for Brabham
to achieve, but winning the world
championship in 2011 is clearly one of
his remaining ambitions. As is adding
a second Le Mans victory to go with
his 2009 victory for Peugeot, this
time with Highcroft Racing.

Highcroft boss Duncan Dayton
said during the Sebring 12 Hours last
weekend that the team’s participation
at Le Mans in June, with Brabham on
the driving squad, was as good as
confirmed. A victory this year with
the ARX-o01e looks like a long shot,
but Brabs isn’t so sure.

“I think the car is capable,” he says.
“It could happen.”
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stingray

europe's leader in american
motorhome rental & sales

Stingray RV is Europe’s leader in American motorhome Rental & Sales.

We are dedicated to supplying luxurious American motorhomes to
a varied range of clients for any event, anywhere in Europe.

We are currently taking bookings for all British and European Motorsport events for 201 1.

2007 34’ Damon Daybreak 3272
Double slide, 8,000 miles. Sleeps 6 in 4 beds.
Immaculate condition. £49,000

FOR SALE riNnANCE AVAILABLE

Jenson Button’s 45’ Newell - 2000
Double slides, cream leather, Satellite TVs, sleeps
6 in 3 beds. 64,000 miles. £149,000

For more information or to hire a ‘home from home’: visit www.stingray7<l/.com,
call 0870 241 5614 or email simon@stingray7<{)/.com

www.stingray .Com
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TEAM BY TEAM

in the Championship Race.

@ Vitaphone Racing will not be defending its world title with
the Maserati MC12. Failure to find a second squad to run the
car meant there was no way for Vitaphone to compete (rules
state each marque must be represented by two teams).

@ Points won in the Qualifying Race last year came without the
penalty of success ballast, a key factor in Vitaphone’s title. A rule
change that means the top two in the first race now gain weight.

@ The points available in the Qualifying Race have been
BN extended from the top three to the top six on an 8-6-4-3-2-1
o basis. The 25-points-for-a-win Formula 1 system is still used

@ Six sets of new tyres are now allowed on each car over a race
weekend rather than last year’s four. Two must be used in practice.

WHAT’S NEW

The British Sumo Power squad has
taken over the running of all four
cars (two under the JR Motorsport
banner). All will be prepared under
one roof, but the two teams will be
separate at the track. A bolstered
driver line-up includes the addition
of Zonta and Bernoldi with backing
from Nissan Brazil. Nissan has been

SUMO POWER GT

David Brabham (AUS)/

Jamie Campbell-Walter (GB);
Ricardo Zonta (BR)/

Enrique Bernoldi (BR)

“The Nissan wasn’t consistently
quick last season across all circuits,
but the upgrades are going to help.
With Brabs as my team-mate, I’'ve
got to be thinking about the title.”
Jamie Campbell-Walter

granted dispensation to make
changes to the GT-R, which have
been focussed on reducing its
centre of gravity and increasing
the front aerodynamics.

PROS Fast in a straight line,
well-balanced in fast corners.
CONS Struggles where quick
changes of direction are required.

JR MOTORSPORT

Richard Westbrook (GB)/

Peter Dumbreck (GB);

Ricardo Zonta (BR)/

Enrique Bernoldi (BR)

“It’s going to be tough. The Aston
Martin was the quickest car at the
end of last season and I know how
good the Ford GT is. The key is
going to be getting in the points
every time.”

Richard Westbrook

Car builder Reiter
Engineering decided against
continuing to run cars for
financial reasons and the
Swiss Racing Team has
swapped its Nissans for
Lambos. (The reasons for

the switch were both money-

and performance-related,
according to team boss
Othmar Welti). Its driver
line-up was not fixed at

SWISS RACING TEAM
Karl Wendlinger (A)/
Peter Kox (NL)*;

Max Nilsson (S)/TBA
“Last year was not good
enough, but I believe in
Othmar and his team. The
Lamborghini was at the
front for the second half of
last year, so I'm expecting
some good results.”

Karl Wendlinger

*Not confirmed for season

LAMBORGHINI MURCIELAGO R-SV

press time, with Kox

being confirmed only for
Abu Dhabi. All-Inkl returns
with a largely unchanged
team, except for the addition
of Winkelhock.

PROS The Lambo has
excellent torque and traction
courtesy of its big engine.
CONS Heavy engine makes
for an edgy car. Bluff aero
takes its toll on the straights.

ALL-INKL.COM
MUNNICH
MOTORSPORT

Marc Basseng (D)/
Markus Winkelhock (D);
Dominik Schwager (D)/
Nicky Pastorelli (NL)
“Our team was brand
new for 2010 and we had
some personnel issues.
We showed our potential
in the final races, so we’re
aiming to take up where
we left off.”

Marc Basseng
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FORD GT §

Financial problems for
the Swiss-funded Matech
Racing team has resulted
in the Belgian Marc VDS
taking over the running of
all four cars a la Sumo.
Two are fielded under the
Belgian Racing flag,
previously used for the
team’s quirky Gillet
Vertigo FIA GT contender.
Makowiecki and
Hennerici, both

MARC VDS RACING
Bas Leinders (B)/
Maxime Martin (B);
Marc Hennerici (D)/
Frederic Makowiecki (F)
“Running two cars in a
world series was a big
step up for us in 2010,
but we have improved
the organisation and our
driver line-up. We now
have all the right
ingredients.”

Bas Leinders

frontrunners last year,
join the team for 2011.
The Belgian Racing
line-up was not fixed at
press time, though Vanina
Ickx will do Zolder.

PROS Architecture of the
car means the Ford has
few vices. Looks after

its tyres well.

CONS Lack of power and
torque from 5.3-litre Ford
V8 tells on the straights.

BELGIAN RACING
Antoine Leclerc (F)/TBA;
Martin Matzke (CZ)/
Milos Pavlovic (SRB)*
“I’m excited to be
moving up to the world
championship from
French GTs. I know I have
to perform and my target
is to be on the podium

in my first season.”
Antonie Leclerc

*Not confirmed for season

ASTON MARTIN DBR9

The two teams that flew the flag for
Aston Martin in 2010 have stepped
up their programme for the new
season. The German-run Young Driver
team has bolstered its line-up with
the addition of Muller in place of
Christoffer Nygaard, while multiple
FIA GT race winner Piccini has
replaced Makowiecki at Hexis.

HEXIS AMR

Clivio Piccione (MC)/

Stef Dusseldorp (NL);

Andrea Piccini (I)/

Christian Hohenadel (D)

“I’ve been brought in to help the
team win the championship and I
think I have the team-mate to do it.
Christian was quicker than me in
our first test.”

Andrea Piccini

The French squad is the only team to
undertake an extensive winter test
programme, running at both Ledenon
and Nogaro.

PROS An ‘aero car’ designed for

Le Mans, the Aston is most at home
at fast tracks.

CONS Struggles on stop-start circuits
where it is important to ride the kerbs.

YOUNG DRIVER AMR

Darren Turner (GB)/

Stefan Mucke (D);

Tomas Enge (CZ)/Alex Muller (D)
“We should pick up wins, but
everyone has learnt from what
Vitaphone did last year. It’s all
about picking up points in every
race and not getting too much
success ballast.”

Darren Turner

CALENDAR
March 26
Yas Marina
(UAE)
April 10
Zolder (B)

May 8
Algarve (P)
April 15
Sachsenring
(D)

May 6
Silverstone
(GB)
July 3
Navarra (E)
July 17
Paul Ricard
(F)
September 4
Ordos (PRC)
October 23
Curitiba (BR)
November 6
San Luis (RA)

CHEVROLET
CORVETTE C6-R

Series boss Stephane Ratel has
worked tirelessly for six weeks

to put together two Corvette squads
to ensure he has five marques on
the grid - he’s even called himself
“a kind of team manager” for
Chevrolet. The Exim Bank
(Selleslagh) and DKR teams that
ran together as Mad-Croc Racing in
2010 now run independently. Each
has one car out in Abu Dhabi, but a
second Exim Bank car will join in
later and possibly an extra DKR
entry, too.

PROS Great on brakes and turn-in.
CONS Not the fastest thing on the
straights, nor particularly suited
to the Michelin GT1 tyres.

EXIM BANK TEAM CHINA

(SRT)

Mike Hezemans (NL)*/

Nick Catsburg (NL)

TBA/TBA

“The Chevy will be competitive,
but if I’'m in for the full season it
will be difficult to go for the title
because the Corvette is so critical
on weight. Ballast really hurts us.”
Mike Hezemans

DKR ENGINEERING
TBA/TBA

TBA/TBA

*Not confirmed for season
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PHONE 020 8267 5858 autosport.ads@haymarket.com

AC HERITAGE Ac factory craftsmen - Restoration -
Conservation -Fabrication -Jigwork -Aluminuim
Welding - lowbake paint system- Expert colour
matching -Insurance Appointed - Full or Part restora-
tions -Service - Parts - Transportation —(Official AC
repair agent and distributor) www.acheritage.co.uk
Tel Steve Gray - 01932 828545 - 07860 912217-
Brooklands - Surrey - England - KT15 3JE -Wanted
Dead or Alive All Acs- Projects -Parts -Memrobilia

A Hawk Kirkham 289 Replica/ The 289 and 427 SC
are both available exact as original with the original
spec. chassis and hand formed aluminium bodies.
Body/chassis units fully wrapped with all internal
panelling, foot boxes, doors, boot and bonnet, all fitted
£23,500 + VAT. Agents for the UK and Europe. Hawk
Cars Ltd, Oakdene, Riverhall Hill, Frant, E. Sussex TN3
9EP. Tel: (01892) 750341 gerry@hawkcars.co.uk

Alfa Romeo GT Junior 1.6 1975 Very Good Condition,

123 Ignition, rustproofed, a reliable and straight car
with lots of history. Any inspection welcome. £11,750
ono. Tel: 07788 889877 Private sale.

ASTON MARTIN

Aston Martin Factory quality Bodyshop For all
Aston Martin cars, restoration, fabrication, jigwork,
aluminium welding, low bake paint system, expert
colour matching. Competitive rates, trade welcome.
www.brooklandsmotorcompany.co.uk  Brabham
Buildings, Weybridge, Surrey. Tel: 01932 828545 or
07860912217. Wanted dead or alive all Aston Martin,
projects etc etc.

AUSTIN HEALEY

1960 AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE MK1 fully original,
60k miles,totally repainted,new carpet & hood,front
disc,speedwell blue, toneau,hardtop,MOT/ tax.
£12,950 ono. Tel: 01793 782398, 07762 266922 see:
www.azmengineering.com

Classified Sections Available:

- Competition Racing Cars >Trailers & Transporters

1600 Beaulieu NO 22 51 reg BRG Yellow Nose Band
& Alloy, 5 Speed, 6,395 Miles, 13" Minilite wheels,
Caterham Black Cloth Seats, 4 into 1 Exhaust,
Motalita Steering Wheel, Heater, Full Weather
Equipment, MOT In Excellent Condition Not To Be
Missed. £12,995. Tel: 07831 240733 (T)

2000 R500 GWP Caterham R 500 101 Engine No 1
of 13,6 Speed, 13” Split Rim Barbie Wheels with Avon
CR500, Carbon Tillet Seats, Dry Sump With Qil Cooler
and Apollo Tank, Large Bag Petrol Tank, Brake Bias
Valve, Plumed in Fire Extinguisher, Pesent Engine Over
haul, Gear Box and Diff Refurb, New Paddle Clutch,
The car was Repainted early this Year, Colour Coded
Full Cage, High Densitiy Fog Light, 8,783 Miles, MOT,
The car is in Stunning Condition. £25,000. Tel: 07831
240733 (T)

2001 1800 Roadsport 120 BHP 5 Speed, Sliver black
stripe, black leather Seats, 13” Minilite Wheels,
Caterham 4 Point belts, @ Momo Wheel, Full weather
equipment, heater, 26,000 Miles
£13,500. Tel: 07831 240733 (T)

2001 1800 Roadsport 120BHP 5 Speed, One Owner
6,700 Miles, Caterham Red With Black Cloth Seats,
14” Minilight Wheels, Heater, Full Weather Equipment,
Excellent Condition £13,995. Tel: 07831 240733 ()

2001 1800 Roadsport SV 185 BHP DVA 5 Speed
DAV Upgrade With Throttle Bodies.Jaguar BRG White
Nose Band. One Owner Factory Built. 8,000 Miles.
DAV ported head. Paul vy valves 29.5mm inlet 16mm
exhaust. Shimmed solid followers. Jemvey DHT throt-
tle bodies. Piper cams verniers. Bernard Scouse air-
box. Emerald ECU. Black Leather Seats. 16” HPC
Wheels. Think Automotive Laminova heat exchanger.
Pace Dry Sump. Brise Dry Sump Tank. Brise
Competition Starter. Powerspeed 4-2-1custom
exhaust re-packable silencer. Freestyle Adjustable
widetrack front suspension, DiDeion rear with watts
linkage. Momo Steering Wheel. Starter button. Battery
cut off switch. Black Pack. Carbon Stone Guards. Full
Weather Equipment. Tonneau Cover. Heater. ONE
OWNER 8,000 MILES ONLY in Lovely Condition
£17,500. Tel: 07831 240733 (T)
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FERRARI

Ferrari Service - GTO Engineering 20 years experi-
ence rebuilding engines, transmissions and the
preparation of historic race cars. Extensive stock of
earlyFerraripartsavailable.Contact: GTO-Engineering,
Scarletts Farm, Scarletts Lane, Hare Hatch, Berkshire
RG10 9XE. Tel: 0118-9401101.

JAGUAR

1960 Jaguar XK 150 S 3.8 Roadster Old English
White, Red leather, Red carpets, 72,780 miles, 1 of 24
RHD 150 XK 3.8 S Roadsters, original un-restored
example, comprehensive history, engine recently
rebuilt, service book signed by Sir William Lyons,
offers invited, serious enquires only please. Please
contact John on 07810 552497 or please email:
john_ogi@hotmail.com

1935 Jaguar SS1 Roadster (Rare car-only 551
made) Maintained regardless of cost with over
£44,000 worth of invoices. Magnificent condition.
Ready to Rally with many subtle upgrades. A perfect
example of this rare and historic motorcar. £89,950
(www.kultkars.net) 01253 734199

1951 Jaguar MKV Saloon 3.5 litre Finished in flaw-
less Ascot fawn with new red leather upholstery,
maintained regardless of cost, with over £80,000
spent since 2000. Completed in many Historic events
incl India Rally. Many subtle upgrades. Unique exam-
ple. £39,995 (www.kultkars.net) 01253 734199

LET US BUILD YOU a beautifully crafted re-creation of
one of the worlds most successful rally cars of all
time, the Stratos. The HF 3000 by Hawk Cars is avail-
able as a starter kit or as a fully finished ready to go
car. For more details contact Hawk Cars Ltd, Tel
(01892) 750341 gerry@hawkcars.co.uk or Talon
Sports Cars Ltd who are now our official build agents
for the HF 3000. Talon Sports Cars, Unit 23,
Hathernware Industrial Estate, Station Works,
Rempstone Road, Leicestershire LE12 5EW. Tel
(01509) 842740.

Lotus 340R Lots of proper upgrades. £29,500. For
more information please call Rod, Cambs 01480
431323 (W) or mobile 07710 012366 (before 10pm).
email; rod@semcosigns.com

Mercedes 500SL 1987 Black with cream interior.
MOT &Tax up to July 2011. Soft and hard tops, typical
500 spec. Needs some T L C on the bodywork. £4,250
Tel: 01435 872469

1984 Merceds 500 SL Sport Convertible Metallic
Blue With New Light Tan With Green piping Leather
Interior Plus New Tan Carpets, PAS, e/windows, Alloy
Wheels. The Car Has Had a £4,000 Paint Job With Two
New Front Wings, a New Hood [£1,800}, It Has Had A
New Timing Chain, New Beilstien Shocks & Springs,
New Steering Parts, New Screen, You Will Not Find a
Nicer One. £12,995. Tel: 07831 240733 (T)

1933 MG J2 Midget Cherished example having been
in same family for over 50 years. Superb coachwork
in BRG. Bags of history going back 60 years.
Comprehensively restored in the 1990s by MG spe-
cialists. New Mohair Hood. Comes with lots of books
and MG ephemera. £32,995 (www.kultkars.net)
01253734199

Renault Gordini originally owned and raced in GPIl by
Harry Kallstrom of Sweden. Asking 8 million yen
(£60,000). Car located in Japan. Please email: fuwa
552@mac.com for details.

1971 Triumph TR6 Very good condition, recently
Mot'd, 150 BHP with overdrive, 88,000 miles. New
hood, carpets and dashboard. £8,500. Call 01268
711900

E-mail us your advert picture and/or text to:
autosport.ads@haymarket.com

One of our sales executives will then call you

back to confirm receipt and arrange payment

Lineage:
AD LENGTH 25 WORDS, ONLY £50.00 exc VAT

£2.50 FOR EVERY EXTRA WORD

DEADLINE for all classified advertising is 10.00am on Monday preceding publication.
6 WEEK CANCELLATION ON ALL ADVERTISING. All ads to be pre-paid.

AUTOSPORT RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REFUSE OR WITHDRAW ADVERTS AT ITS DISCRETION AND DOES NOT ACCEPT LIABILITY FOR CLERICAL OR PRINTERS ERRORS

CLASSIFIED

: To Place an Ad:
TEL: 0208 267 5858

FAX: 0208 267 5850




(@43 00 e ]B [DOSTTEIL - 8% of our clents pay less than £200intax
+ 86% of our clients pay less than £300 for book keeping and accountancy fees.|
+93% save more than £1000 by outsourcing their payrole to us.

0845167618890
www.intelligentbookkeeping.co.uk
motorsportaccountants@googlemail.com

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES
Gearboxes and Axies for Road, Race, Rally, and more

Telephone: 01582 840008, Fax: 01582 B40007

&
” FINRLLARP

For Everything Formula One
www.finallap.net WE BUY AND SELL
+44 [0)1245 287588 / 07771 920345

WEB DIRECTORY
G RN

HAMILTON

Suppliers of: Race & Rally Shelters,
Minililite, Piloti, Moto-lita, Car Covers etc
www.hamiltongrouponline.com

LTD

Mike Fairholme Designs
Sole approved painter of Arai helmets.
Silver Birches, Corby Birkholme, Nr Grantham, Lincs NG33 4LE.
Tel: 01476 550630. Fax: 01476 550029.
email: fairholmedesigns@btconnect.com

www.fairholmedesigns.co.uk

Inconel & Stainless Steel Specialists
\f

Roace Exhaousts @&
Tel: 01753 532222

www.simpsonraceexhausts.com

G GEECIINED LI

VIETAL WORKING MACHINERY

chasecam.co.u

| America’s #1 supplier

of CART and Formula

One Racing memorabilia. Large s on of signed

original collectabl See our ad um markeiplace

Me bilia ax or a mail listing at (B09) 575 1143
of visit our websita @ www.JMJAuto.com

LA PASSIONE

. lapassione.co.uk “‘g

Tel 07 73 285 7883 9‘ ‘

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

M GearKits, LSD’s and Driveshafts
FrENSITUSSIONS

Tel:01782 280136 Fax:01782 269913
Email: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com

www.eli i issi com

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

CLUBMAN

Tel. 01327 308833
Web. www.brianjames.co.uk

RACE PARTS RACE PRODUCTS

WWW.DRYSUMP.COM  (916) 652-5282

C m mgv-l = 5’
MOTORSPORT 222

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
WAL OO

g E L New products

New website

=ENFERE T oG NVNSS
Europe’s Leading Manufacturer |
of performance camshafts g+
www.pipercams.co.uk 3*
Telephone: +44 (0)1303 245300 _,,}‘ ;‘;“

RACE PRODUCTS

CHAMPIONS OF SAFETY

©  Motorsport Fire
& Safety Systems

www.lifeline-fire.co.uk

SGEGHIRITH®

/) & C 1 N S
www.schroth.com

Pit to Car Radio |
0044(0)1508 o777 0\

528837 .o £4DI0 MRRRNNN
www.raceradio.co.uk|

PORSCHESHOP

+44 (0) 121 585 6088

RACEWEAR

RACEWEAR MANUFACTURER™

AW S

awsracewear.com

5,-: F .’.EP&I’J' OMALISED

Tzdll NS CLOTHING
www.MPHClothing.co.uk
/Ei i

Motorsport &W & Printed
0808 2255 674 / 07595 120063

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT

LONDON
MOTORSPORT
SHOWROOM

www.msar.co.uk

\dg Msar

) @)
2 NN
riving shoes

www.piloti-europe.com

ALL OMP RACEWEAR
AVAILABLE NOW

www.ybracing.co.uk

OoMP

WWW.ROYALPURPLE.CO.UK

@A

SYNTHETIC RACE OILS

01209 216 666

_CROYDON RACE
i3 & RALLY CENTRE
www.croydonraceandrally.co.uk

220-222 Portland Road
South Norwood
London SE25 4QB

FORECOURT PARKING

For Racewear &
Motorsport equipment
Tel: 020 8656 7031

M. " OLD HALL PERFOR LTD

" ~JRED LINE 72

sales@redlineoil-europe.com www.redlineoil-europe.com

RACING CARS FOR SALE
ALAN CORNOCK FCS
BUYING - SELLING - BROKERAGE
www.racingcarsforsale.co.uk
TEL: 01480 891212

ROAD CARS FOR SALE
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

MARKETPLACE RACE & RALLY CARS

APPOINTMENTS

81
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

RL 2000

£4,900 + vat

www.woodfordtrailers.com sales@woodfordtrailers.com

Call Us Now! tel. 01327 263 384

RL 3000

£5,950 + vat

OAKLEY COACH BUILT TRANSPORTER

|

Volvo FH12 380 Globetrotter. Full air suspension. Dhollandia 2000
kgs tail lift. Hatz generator. Air conditioning. Toilet and shower. Central
heating. TV/Video. Full living accomodation. Immaculate. The body is 5

IR SRR  £62,000 ono. Ring 01832 710 033

5 CAR RACE TRANSPORTER 40FT EXTRA HIGH TRAILOR (4.6M)

Built in storage over the wheels on the lower deck. Full length purpose built tail
lift! S reg Leyland Daf cab unit. Ideal for race meetings as when all the cars are
unloaded you can put them in a 13’2 x 7/2m awning that fits to the side of the
trailer unit, supplied & fitted by the awning company!

£25,000 — can be fully plated.
07875 701308 or 01509 889498

\ or e-mail matt@everymanracing.co.uk y

Look Beyond

optional colour finishes shown

PRG Trailers | Cheshire | UK | Tel: +44 (0) 1270 812402
Web: www.prgtrailers.co.uk | Email: info@prgtrailers.co.uk

MASSIVE 4 CAR MOTORSPORT
TRUCK AWNING

Evolution Raceboxes
We’'ve Got it covered

VERY GOOD CONDITION.

GRP construction, purpose built body, FIX TO SIDE OF YOUR RACGE TRUCK.
all leading makes of trailers.

Day living area available on larger trailers.

From £4000
07773069994 01253894268

£ offers Jason 07881645173
jason@thesignaturecompany.com

Suitable for Hospitality or w/shop

13m semi trailer with hydraulically-opening side & complete with awning
10m long x 7m deep, suitable for hospitality or race workshop.

L = r aa A
Further infarmation, contact Jim
Showmobile Services Ltd. 07850 091 023
jim@showmobiles.co.uk

— .

TO ADVERTISE YOUR TRAILER OR
TRANSPORTER IN THIS SECTION OF

HAUTOSPORT

0208 267 5858
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Uniquely, Brian James. 3
<

Our trailers constantly evolve and improve. Innovating to enhance 2

user experience over successive generations is our way.

Perhaps its in the DNA. As a result thousands of Brian James &

owners enjoy best available quality, reliability and functionality. ".;;.'

Just ask one. &
0
=

Shuttle

A firm favourite for valuable race or classic car transportation. Whether

as a part of a commercial operation or private individuals transporting v

9?|

their own race cars Motor Shuttle has an enduring quality and a timeless
appeal, offering much more than any other transporter.

Motor Shuttle’s capability

extends to accommodating p— = 2
the widest, longest and
heaviest vehicles. ;

("]
(-
]
™=
(-1
(=]
a.
(7]
=
<t
(-
=
]
(7]
-
(7]
wll
[}
<t
(-
=

=

o
(7]
Motor Shuttle s
I now with optional Alloy wheels I s
on Tri-Axle models D=
=
=
oY
Clubmanlrange; w
2
(=)
S5
-8
=
]
=
[
=
=
<
=
[™]
=
=
=
4
Reee Shutde RSS =

Visit the brand new Brian James Trailers web site at

www.brianjames.co.uk for full pricing details of

the product range and our extensive national dealer BRIAN JAMES TRA[LERS

network. www.brianjames.co.uk Tel. 01327 308833
reft. 83




DRIVES AVAILABLE FEATURE

Drive Available

In race winning Surtees TS16 Formula 1 car

Arrive and drive opportunities available in a new 450Bhp 2011 specification GT3 Cup car. Variety
of packages available from individual rounds to a full 2011 campaign. Prepared and run by Parr
Motorsport to the highest standard with full race support and a race engineer. Limited owner
driver places also available in the team.

For further details please contact Parr Motorsport on 01293 537 911
or e-mail at motorsport@parr-uk.co.uk www.parr-uk.com

Drive at the Sebring 12hrs

From £4000
Run by Championship winning team Mirage Engineering

Surtees TS 16 04 is probably the best & most competitive Surtees

in its class available anywhere in the world! Podium finishes twice at
Monaco! Several wins, fastest laps and pole positions. Fully Rebuilt: tub,
suspension, gearbox powerful low mile short stroke engine, you name it,
it’s had it done!

UK race team WRO have a drive available for the Sebring 12hrs in their Formula Le Mans car, with drivers . L
already signed and team members that have won at Le Mans 24hrs and in LMS and World Sports Cars One of the best cars available today with impeccable provenance.

you will be working with a team that know how to win. On the button and ready to win again! Possibly sell car. Race or Test Masters

A 2 day test is also planned at Sebring. HFO Derek Bell.

Please contact Daniel Woodard for driver pack | Tel No. 0044 7867 556 690
EMail: woodardracing@gmail.com | Skype: daniel-woodard Contact Chris 07831 665 247 or Darren at Mirage 01953 888 936, 07885 400 197

Join The Saker Sportscar Challenge UK 2011!
More adrenalinthan you can handle!

2ND DRIVE R WANTE D Anrive'and dnivelpackages available&.—;eﬂ"-""”—#
e

Otherrsalooniandispontscarsiwelcomeitolj
2ix{1houniraces perevent = - -
Running costs only, brand new Mosler GT, transporter supplied — VENUE
z y 10th April Zandvoort
29th May Snetterton 200
11th/12th June Spa

— - ! . ¥ 7 25th/26th June Anglesey
POTENTIAL CHAMPIONSHIP WINNER, BRITCAR, DUTCH » == SR B 30th July Oulton Park

SUPERCAR, ETC. CHAMPAGNE HOSPITALITY & TV COVERAGE. i o Wk iR
BUDGET NEGOTIABLE.

30th October Zandvoort

_—

-
- P ; AKER
IStarting!from only £42,;900]plusiVATiand delivery: AR

: Paul on 01538 306921 W: www.sakercars.co.uk E: paul@sakercars.co.uk

Arrive and drive packages available at the following rounds:

23rd & 24th April 2011 Croft (Two Races) 2 x4 Hours
29th & 30th May 2011 Snetterton 200 4 Hours
25th & 26th June 2011 Anglesey (Two Races) 2x3Hours
9th & 10th July 2011 Spa 25 Hours
13th August 2011 Brands Hatch 3 Hours
17th September 2011 Snetterton 300 4 Hours
15th October 2011 Oulton Park 4 Hours

Tel 07973 675 734 _ Y
email fred_davies@live.co.uk For further information call Paul on 01538 306 921

www.funcup.co.uk




RACE & RALLY CARS
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Aston Martin N24 2008 [0 e .

We are delighted to offer this stunning, 1250 km, AMR Green, Aston Martin N24 Race Car. Manufactured in 2008,

this car comes complete with many factory extras, including dual fuel filters, airjacks, N24 electrical diagnostic kit,
Hans seat and harness, front brake upgrade kit, adjustable dampers, Xenon spotlights, PI datalogger, indoor cover and
rear rain light. There is also a spare set of wheels and tyres, roll cage. The car is eligible for, and represents a highly
competitive entry into both the popular FIA GT 4 series, and the exciting VLN category. The 2011 GT4 calendar includes
the enthralling 3 hour endurance race series, one of which is held at Spa circuit, together with the Aston Martin
Owners Club series, European and British GT4 formula. Equally, this car provides a thrilling entry into the celebrated
VLN series, where the Nurburgring, Dubai and Silverstone 24hour events headline.

Please call +441256 765000 or visit our website www.duncanhamilton.com

ASTON MARTIN FORMULA FORD

HISTORIC RACING

Formula Ford 1600

HISTORY ARE SOUGHT
FOR THIS 1950s COMPETITION CAR
QUALITY ENGINEERED FORD 1172 “COMPETITION SPECIAL”
SUPERBLY MADE ALLOY BODY WITH TUBULAR SPACE FRAME
& INDEPENDENT COIL SPRING SUSPENSION. FUEL TANK HAS
BEEN REDUCED IN SIZE TO ONE GALLON AT SOME POINT IN ITS
LIFE PROBABLY FOR CHANGE OF USE FROM RACE TRACK TO
HILL CLIMB COMPETITION. THIS CAR HAS BEEN STORED AS IT
IS FOR THE LAST FORTY YEARS & COMES WITH A COUPLE OF
FORD ENGINES BUT PROBABLY NOT THE ORIGINAL. IF ANYONE
KNOWS ANY HISTORY OR CAN POINT ME IN THE RIGHT
DIRECTION TO OBTAIN IT | WOULD BE GRATEFUL. MORE
PICTURES CAN BE SUPPLIED ON REQUEST. If you can help
please make contact. Tel: 07831 715400 or 02476 349879
or: COM Or See: WWW. rij ¢0.uk

Kent Engine, Rear Build by Neil Brown Engine with
many spares. Good Condition. With spare wheels.
Trailer available to buy. If you would like to go on a
track before purchasing this can be arranged.. Ideal
for monoposto, hill climb or sprint. Could revert back
to Formula 2000. Ideal for Brands Hatch
new championship 385.

tonnydaviesdds@yahoo.co.uk 07815050854

AJL Racing Ford GT 40
with FIA Papers ready to race

£250,000

Contact 01827 713335, E-mail peter.shead@arragonproperties.com

Porsche 997 GT3 cup 2007

Price €69,500 +var:- 85 running hours, in good condition and

professionally maintained within recommended service hours.

We can also offer a lot of spare parts and wheels. Last victory
in Anderstorp GT 2010, in May.

Radical Prosport (-05)
updated 2007, lots of
spare parts included:
€27,000 +var

Formula Ford Van

Diemen (-97): €7,000 +var
Formula Ford Van

Diemen (-03): €11,000 +var

Anderstop, Sweden
Mattsson Motorsport
Email: Kalle.mattsson@
mattssons.com

Phone: 004637189044

GROUP C TIGA GT 287 CHASSIS # 391

Fully rebuilt C2 car with 0 mile engine & g/box
Great History, Class winner, Lovely condition
Reliable and cost effective car

For more details call Bob on 07831 654081
or email bob@chamberlainsynergy.com

Manufactured to our specification by Sodikart

in February 2009, our RX7 model karts were
built to a very high specification for improved
longevity. Their original cost was over £4,900
per unit. They have been maintained regard-
less of cost and have only been used at
Buckmore Park Kart Circuit for individual leisure.
Ideal for individual leisure and educational use.

Karts details:

GX390cc Honda engine with HD Amsdeck dry clutch \
Sodi high tech RX7 chassis

Automotive brakes with long life pads

Heavy duty track rods and ends

Heawvy duty O ring halfinch chain

Anti double pedal device

Full moulded 4 wheel protection and front absorption system
Fitted with long lasting slick duro tyres

Sliding seat and pedals

Adjustable steering column

Tillet corporate seat

£850

Each + VAT

Available in one lot, smaller batches or
individually. To purchase or for any other
information, please contact Bill Sisley at

bill@buckmore.co.uk 01634 869030

ENTER NOW

SCAL THE GRAND PHIX
PREDICTOR EXFERTS

Visit castroledgerankings.com/predictor

Engineered by
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RACE & RALLY CARS

Available are the original MG works Blundell / Bailey / McGarrity EX257 in 2001 Le Mans livery; the Hughes / Kane / Reid MG Works EX257, which started the most successful LMP2 Team and
Driver pairing from 2003, in its now eponymous RML livery; the 2005 Newton / Erdos / Hughes Le Mans winning EX264, and finally the Lola HPD Coupe, 2010 LMP2 Series Winning car, with a 2010

Le Mans 24hr LMP2 podium.

The Lola Coupe can be provided in 2011 LMP1 HPD or Mazda specification, LMP2 HPD specification, or is an easy conversion to LMP2 Judd specification. Good Spares package included.
Alternatively can be available complete with engine as the last ever EX265C MG LMP2, to complete the full range of MG LMP cars.

The 2005 Judd B05/40 (only used in 2005 season) EX264 chassis is modified for the 2011 LMP2 Judd engine or would make a competitive LMP1 package.

Phil Barker : +44 (0)7768397661 or Mike Newton : +44 (0)7798927111.

Carrera Cup GT3

New for the 2010 season in Porsche Carrera
Cup GB. In excellent condition. Re-prepped and
ready for testing or racing. Comes with 2 spare
sets of wheels, car cover, air jack lance, motec
download lead & beacon. £70,000 + VAT

Please contact David Bartrum on 01732 822266 or davidbartrum@motorbaseperformance.co.uk

Carrera Cup GT3 .\ e & |~ -

2007 car used in Porsche Carrera Cup GB. In
excellent condition. Re-prepped and ready for
testing or racing. Comes with 2 spare sets of
wheels, air jack lance, motec download lead &
beacon. £55,000 + VAT

BOHEMIA RACING TEAM

4 AUDI A4 DTM CARS FOR SALE
LARGE SPARE PARTS PACKAGE AVAILABLE

www.rml-adgroup.com

For more information please contact Petr Najman.
Email: najman@brt.cz Tel: 00420603888863

Official UK main dealers for all shelters,
spares, accessories and custom graphics.

E-Z UP°Instant Shelters

PN
@

v Order by debit/credit card.
v Competitive prices.

v Next Day UK Delivery.

v Full Product Spares.

Sizes 5'x5' up to 20'x20'".
Custom Graphics
and Accessories

Sections 8/9 Unit 4
London Road Ind Estate
Baldock

Hertfordshire

SG7 6NG

MARKETPLACE

GRIPPER DIFFERENTIALS LIMITED

Multi plate LSD’s
Peugeot 205-£625.00.Peugeot 106 inc c/wheel £700.00. F/drive pinion £245.00.
Renault Clio £750.00. Clio CWP 14/60, 13/59 & 12/63 £450.00.
VW Polo £625.00.VW 02A/J £625.00. VW 02Q/M £785.00. VW 020 £625.00.
Astra F20 £625.00. BMW 188 £850.00. BMW 210 £850.00.
Ford Atlas £745.00. English Ford £625.00. Cosworth 7.5” £750.00. Cosworth 7.0” £625.00.
Honda Y21 £625.00. Honda R type £625.00.
Jaguar 4HA&HU £850.00 Alloy body £950.00.
We have a full range of Historic Race and Rally car Lsd units. We specialise in the
manufacture of one off units from £900.00. If we cannot make it, no one else can.
These prices do not include VAT. Fitting and i service

LIFETIME GUARANTEE
Phone: 024 7663 8564
Fax: 024 7658 1852
sales@gripperisd.com
For more information please visit www.gripperisd.com

Ford 289 FIA legal, just rebuilt off the dyno at
Mathwall engineering. 384BHP £19,750 Email
dmjsmith@gmail.com

[

ENGINEERING
Championship winning
engine rebuilding and

preparation
Modern and Historic
Contact Paul Knapton
01922 454 858
paul@xtecengineering.com

Product & Public Liability

OAMPS

MOTORSPORT INSURANCE

Cover includes:

We offer tailor-made packages to suit your individual needs

% Product Liability for Manufacturers
% Public Liability for any Motorsport Risk
# Liability for Circuit Owners & Event Organisers

To find out more call 0207 929 6880 or email
motorsport@oamps-sr.com

www.oampslondon.com/motorsport

Oamps Special Resks is authorised and reguiaied by the FSA Reg. No. 307958  LaD16 Feb 2011



MARKETPLACE
FLOORING
Kiwi Tiles

e e L 2 EXPERT ADVICE MASSIVE STOCKS RAPID DELIVERY
“Easw installation & remm al ;%UTDSPDRT
WWW. demon-tweeks.co 1174

NLl;.,hh\ eight
[%Strong & durable MISSED AN ISSUE?
% Self draining
[ Compact & easy to
store

ROAD CARS FOR SALE

% Top quality
% Value for money

el - |l 08456777817

Ralt Engineering

Tel: 01865 883354 Fax: 01865 883789
E-mail: enquiries @kiwitiles.com
Web: www.kiwitiles.com

WEB DIRECTORY

INSURANCE LOW CALL RATE CALLS MAY BE RECORDED FOR TRAINING PURPOSES

OHLINS|

ADVANCED SUSPENSION TECHNOLOGY
OHLINS HAVE WON OVER 200 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

MICK GARDNER RACING

OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTION FOR ALL OHLINS PRODUCTS
e Official Sales and Service Centre * Large Stocks of Shocks, Springs and Parts
e Factory Trained Technicians e Fast Turnaround on Servicing, Revalving, etc.
e Bespoke Shock Absorbers Built to Customer Spec

CONTACT RUSS WALTON  TELEPHONE 01226 240 099
@ MICK GARDNER WEBSITE www.mickgardnerracing.com

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

sy
1= .
L/Oyd - RACING NOW E-MAIL russwalton@mickgardnerracing.com

Lloyd.Trainer & Sales Clerk.

The winning team for motor insurance.

Adrian Flux Insurance Services will provide you with a tailor-made quote based on
your own personal requirements and driving history. Call us today for a free quote.

HEARAAY

FREEPHONE RACEWEAR EMPORIUM -
0800 081 8989 ; C) sorveccam

Quoteline hours: Mon to Fri 9am-7pm | Sat 9am-4pm

-
RACE & RALLY CARS

adrianflux.co.uk b
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. A D R IA N F L U X SPARCO OMP ALPINESTARS ARAI BELL PUMA
SCHROTH CARBON X LITE MOLECULE HANS TW STEEL

HUGE STOCK /N STORE & ONLINE GPRDIRECT.COM

OMP pumi(
LLECTORS .COM (SIMPSON - - hans

#1 for F1 memorabhilia HVBYAutomobilia ™ oLecUL=
All F1 items SUPPLIERS OF RACE :

bought & sold Msiiyyssnislisl  ORDER ONLINE GPRDIRECT.COM

01763 274448 email: JIN@MHAVT.GON HOTLINE 01327 855 585

www.f1collectors.com

salssalicollsciors.com BESPOKE RACEWEAR

PUBLICATIONS

Simon Lewis Transport Books Huge new website CARHANDBOOKS SPECIALIST large stock of original " N 0 Team To O Sm a l ’

now online. Books, Photos and memrobilia. Please car handbooks, workshop manuals and parts books.
visit: www.simonlewis.com. PO Box 9, Coleford, We have a large inventory of items for sale and
Gloucestershire, GL16 8YF Tel: (01594) 839369. exchange, we also buy whole collections or individual ND 1. Silverstone Circuit, Silverstone, NN12 8TN 01327 855 585
simon@simonlewis.com Mastercard/Visawelcomed.  items. Please Telephone 0208 337 7452 or email: OPENING HOURS Mon-Fri9-6 Sat9-4
Established 1985 carhandbooks@btinternet.com or see
website: www.carhandbooks.co.uk
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MARKETPLACE

RACE PRODUCTS

L L Al

0)118}
(P3018%1)
Ex;gdh 0580 254 911

London Motorsport Showroom
/ www.msar.co.uk

@EFET UK agent for St:HRITHR

ORDER HOTLINE: 020 8655 7877

Authorised OMP Dealer - entire range available direct from our website

www.YBRACING.co.uk

[ ] Tel:101784:493/555
Fax: 01784 4931222
— Web: wwwfuelsysiem co.uk

(P3020%)
Replaces:|Bosch[0580)2541909)

% (P3979.1)
“ Replaces: Bosch(0580)/2541979,

ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT @ 20% 0

TEAM [ANGOUSTINE

Grandstand and campsite
passes for the 22 suums
Buy tickets online or contact us for prices and details

WWw-tea Iangougulg 5t > %‘(
ﬁ‘Q) zlﬁé— um_{ 9"» Ry
{/ ﬁmfﬂg@ﬁm s| ﬁm‘iq@ & ol

FOR ALL YOUR
== AVON

TYRES
WO TORSPORT
RACING TYRES
Inc. ACB 10 Formula Ford
Contact

GET A GRIFP ON COMPETITION

TYRES FOR
*TARMAC *GRAVEL *HISTORIC*
*GRASS *4x4*
MAXSPORT TYRES AVAILABLE FROM
DEMON TWEEKS
Maxsport - for all your competition
tyre needs. Maxsport and You -
The Winning Team.
CONTACT OUR SALES OFFICE ON
Tel: 01597 811262

Fax: 01597 811612

BMTR LTD

Tel: 0121 331 1122
Fax: 0121 331 1144

email: sales@bmtr.co.uk
see our new web site at www.bmtr.co.L

Email: rhayader@maxsport.fsnet.co.uk
Website: www.maxsport.co.uk
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EGA DEALS!!

SHELVING
BAYS /T

ORGANISE THE CLUTTER IN ex VAT
YOUR STOREROOM OR
GARAGE

66 This shelving has completely
transformed my garage. Delivery
was prompt, and it was easy to put

together, excellent value. ¥’
Mr D Hallows, Bath

- TODAY
i FREE Rubber : . : : % : + CARRIAGE
$_ Assembly . . : 5 $ F
- Mallet / — =il p e Strong steel frame

included_, : - ' F | o B ° Chipboard decks
s : 1% \Q f i * 5 shelf levels per bay
UDL pex shelt : 3 * Money back guarantee

(conditions apply see online)

BiG Wipes Car
Cleaning Kit
Worth £11.95.
For every order over £50*
Quote AS11 at time of order

* Excludes VAT & carriage.

; Offer ends
-~ our
=LY, A 21.04.11

1 BAY, 3 WAYS

Practical, Versatile And Sturdy Too!

UDL= Uniformly
Distributed Load

@ Product code
Each shelving bay is 1780mm No No 5 MD4SB
(height) x 900mm (width) x 450mm (depth) nuts b Olts Limited

Why Not Add Some Smart Storage Edition Blue

Boxes With Our Extra Bonus Offer? s and drange

A Great Way To Store All Those Bits & Pieces N

As a special thank you for your order BiGDUG would like

to offer you the opportunity to purchase a set of 15 smart,
durable storage boxes for a discounted price of £40 exc VAT, £48
inc VAT. A great way to make the most of your shelving bays.

° Blu.e polyprop_ylene bo.xes ° snap-flt lids *Extra delivery charge to be incurred is £12 inc VAT.
® 24 litre capacity ¢ 2 fit per shelf 250mm () x 330mm () x 430mm (d)

fr Offer Price  Offer Price
Description Exc VAT Inc VAT Inc VAT Inc VAT

MDASB | ool o £118.80 | £24.00 | £142.80
MDASBP | w12 boes | £139.00 | £166.80 | £36.00 | £202.80

Carriage is per set, orders of multiple sets will incur an extra carriage charge. Please phone for full details or go online.

Sales Lines Open m

r e r Mon-Fri 8am-8pm.
Sat-Sun 9am-6pm.

0 Calls charged at a maximum
N OW . 2p per minute from a BT landline

Carriage  Total Price

www.bigdug.co.uk/specialoffers

BiGDUG Ltd, Units 1-2, Green Lane, Tewkesbury, GL20 8HD Delivery price is to mainland UK only. All prices correct at time of going to press.
We reserve the right to change products and prices at any time. All offers subject to availability. E & OE. Co Reg No. 5019218. For full terms visit www.bigdug.co.uk.
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TRACK DAYS

EDLGE .

& EVENTS elE® ;
SPORTIN -

SPORTING EVENTS :
www. edge-se.com

AAATAA | IV
THE UK’S MOST DYNAMIC TRACKDAY SPECIALIST

ETRACK AND CORPORATE DAYS In our very own fleet of high performance track cars.
EMDRIVER TUITION Available in our cars or customers own cars.
BMEVENT ORGANISATION Such as show stands, F1 race weekends, Ice driving in Sweden.
BHOSPITALITY EVENTS At Brands Hatch and other UK circuits.
“WATCHING FROM THE TRACKSIDE IS ONE THING, BUT HAVING YOUR OWN PRIVATE HOSPITALITY SUITE
PUTS YOU AND YOUR GUESTS RIGHT IN THE HEART OF THE ACTION”
WE PROVIDE A RELAXED AND COMFORTABLE SUITE FOR UP TO 25 GUESTS, WITH VIEWS OF THE FULL BRANDS HATCH
INDY CIRCUIT, SO YOU ARE NEVER FAR FROM AWAY THE HUSTLE AND BUSTLE OF A RACE WEEKEND

£
S
E
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E
£
®
B
%
£
g
£
s

To advertise call 020 8267 5027

CONTACT US:

2011 BRANDS HATCH SEASON HIGHLIGHTS:
2/3 April BTCC (British Touring Car Championship)
22/23/24 /25 April BSB (British Superbike Championship)
18/18 June British F3/GT Championship
22/23/24 July FIA Formula Two/International GT Open
5/6/7 August BSB (British Superbike Championship)
2/3/4 September  DTM (German Touring Car Championship)
1/2 October BTCC (British Touring Car Championship)
7/8/89 Octaber BSB (British Superbike Championship)
* All dates remain provisional and are subject to change

Exclusive offer!!!
£100 off Your next Edge event *

TEL: 01799 582705
EMAIL: ENQUIRIES@EDGE-SE.COM

MERCEDES GP PETRONAS Formula One Team has a true passion for motor
racing excellence. As one of the leading F1 teams, we are looking for the
following individuals to actively contribute to achieving the Team’s goals:

GRAPHICS TECHNICIAN
SIMULATOR OPERATOR

Flexibility in hours and approach is required, along with a ‘can do’, ‘team playing’
attitude. The ability to work under minimal supervision in an extremely high
pressure environment and to strict deadlines is also essential.

In return for your hard work and commitment, we offer a competitive package
including bonus, life assurance, private medical cover, Mercedes car lease
scheme, 25 days holiday (plus bank holidays) and on-site gym.

To apply for any of these positions please forward your CV and letter of
application with current remuneration details to the Human Resources
Department, MERCEDES GP PETRONAS, Operations Centre, Brackley,
Northants, NN13 7BD.

Closing dates: Various

Further details on our website. Www.mercedes-gp.com

(valid until end of March)

*Terms and Conditions apply - Please contact us for details
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Sheet Metal Engineer ¢ £20,500 - £26,500

At HMGCC, we develop the components, systems and solutions which preserve
Britain’s national security in the twenty-first century. That means no margins
for error. But it also means rising to the challenge of some of the most exciting
contemporary projects within an environment of support, discretion and
continual development.

Our mechanical workshop is responsible for delivering small quantities of
pre-production, development and prototype equipment. Joining this specialist
team with cutting-edge facilities, you'll manufacture a wide range of high precision
sheet metal components to meet our growing customer demands and exacting
standards. To do this, you'll need to be confident using CADCAM tools and a wide
range of welding and fabrication techniques, displaying strong attention to detail and
thriving under pressure.

In return, you'll benefit from joining an exceptional technical development
environment based at our site outside Milton Keynes. Rewards here include a
competitive salary, the use of a restaurant, tennis courts, gym, on-site nursery and
optional benefits such as childcare vouchers.

To find out more - and to play your part in ensuring national security -
visit www.hmgcc.gov.uk

Closing date for applications: 7th April 2011.

The technology securing the nation.
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DICK JOHNSON RACING
DESIGN ENGINEER — V8 SUPERCARS
DICK JOHNSON RACING — AUSTRALIA

We are seeking an experienced and highly motivated
Design Engineer to join our team in Australia. You
will preferably have an engineering degree, or

the ability to demonstrate a strong engineering
background, with experience within the motorsport
industry. Extensive use of 3D modelling software

is essential, the team at DJR utilize ‘Topsolid V7’;
however experience in using this particular program
is not required. The successful applicant will have

a background in mechanical component design,

with particular focus on CNC manufactured &
fabricated components, designed & optimized for the
Motorsport environment.

Dick Johnson Racing is Australia’s oldest competing
team in V8 Supercars which is now one of the

To apply, please send your resume to Team Manager
Joseph Mevissen at jmevissen@djr.com.au

For further information please call Glenn Turnor,
General Manager on (+61 409530037). Closing date:
Friday 8th April 2011.

RACE ENGINEER — V8 SUPERCARS
DICK JOHNSON RACING — AUSTRALIA

We are seeking an experienced Race Engineer to
join our team in Australia. You will preferably have
an engineering degree, or the ability to demonstrate
a strong engineering background, with experience as
a Race engineer within the motorsport industry.

Dick Johnson Racing is Australia’s oldest competing
team in V8 Supercars which is now one of the
world’s leading Touring Car Championships.
Located on the Gold Coast, Queensland Australia,
this is a great opportunity to be part of a
Championship winning team.

To apply please send your resume to Team Manager

Due to recent expansion, JRM is looking to recruit the following personnel:
Fabrication Engineer

Based at the company’s Daventry premises, the successful applicant must have
experience of working within the motorsport industry and will therefore understand

the high quality standards that are required in this area of engineering.
Parts Coordinators (3)

Candidates must have a strong background in stores management and are
expected to have a minimum of five-years relevant motor-industry experience. A
sound knowledge of stock control, logistics and freight handling is also required.
One position is based at Daventry, the other two are based at Rye, East Sussex.

Some weekend working and attendance at events may be required from time-to-
time. The company offers competitive rates of pay and good employee benefit
packages. To apply for these positions, please provide a CV and details of

experience to Jason King, Group Purchasing and Engineering Manager.

ROAD CARS FOR SALE

Joseph Mevissen to jmevissen@djr.com.au jking@ijrm-group.com

Telephone: +44 (0)1797 222281
Fax: +44 (0)1797 225264
WWW.jrm-group.com

JRM Group

3 & 4 Rutherford Way

Drayton Fields Industrial Estate
Daventry, Northamptonshire NN11 8XW

world’s leading Touring Car Championships. Located
on the Gold Coast, Queensland Australia, this is

a great opportunity to be part of a Championship
winning team.

For further information please call Glenn Turnor,
General Manager on (+61 409530037). Closing date
Friday 8th April 2011.

HAUTOSPORT

LOOKING TO RECRUIT FOR 2011?
THE LATEST SELECTION OF MOTORSPORT JOB
VACANCIES UPDATED EVERY WEEK.

The appointment page of the website
receives on average 200,000 page
impressions per month

The magazine you are looking at has a

readership of 139,000

(Source: NRS Survey Q3)

All appointment adverts placed in
Autosport magazine are listed on the
website.

APPOINTMENTS

[ e——

0 Pebruary 2001
B8 Fabruary 2081

Vaeaacies

[Tom—yr—

[r—r—

WHERE ARE YOU ADVERTISING YOUR
MOTORSPORT JOB VACANCIES?

\x . T_' //'
=y '&
/

LEAD LAMINATING TECHNICIAN
Lola Group
—— Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, UK
Alternating shift pattern — 6am — 2:30pm & 2pm — 10:30pm
Lola Group is a globally recognised supplier of advanced technology solutions to many

industries, including; aerospace, defence, automotive, motorsport, communications and
renewable energy.

Due to sustainable growth we currently have exciting opportunities for Lead Laminating

Technicians who are pre-preg Laminators with extensive experience in laminating structural

parts within the motorsport and aerospace industry. You will be highly skilled including

the ability to laminate complex structures from drawing. Effective communication skills are
essential together with the ability to train lower skilled personnel. You will also be competent in

using Autoclaves and ovens.

You will be working to the highest standards and must enjoy being a team member dedicated to

our continuous improvement (Kaizen) working environment.

Full Job Description and Person Specification available upon request. No agencies please.
Salary: Enhanced payment package Closing date: Monday 4th April 2011
To apply: Please send your CV and covering letter to: Human Resources Officer, Lola Group, Lola

House, Glebe Road, St Peters Road, Huntingdon, Cambs, PE29 7DS
Tel: 01480 451301 Email: recruitment@lolacars.com Website: www.lola-group.com

BE PART OF A NEW ERA

2011 is the beginning of an exciting new era for Prodrive as we return to
the World Rally Championship with the new MINI WRC and the 24 Hours of
Le Mans with the new Prodrive-designed and built Aston Martin AMR-One.

As a result of these programmes and a dramatic expansion in our
composite operation to support these and other customer projects, we are
now looking to recruit new staff in a range of roles.

>> COMPOSITE DESIGN/SURFACE ENGINEER - ASTON MARTIN RACING
>> SENIOR ENGINE DEVELOPMENT ENGINEER - ASTON MARTIN RACING
>> BOM CO-ORDINATOR - ASTON MARTIN RACING

>> COMPOSITE BODYWORK TRIMMER - ASTON MARTIN RACING

>> CAR BUILD MANAGER - RACE AND RALLY CARS

>> TECHNICAL BUYER
>> CNC MACHINISTS (MILLING)
>> RALLY TECHNICIAN

If you feel you have got what it takes to join one of the world's leading
motorsport businesses, then we would like to hear from you.

We offer a competitive salary and benefits package.

For more information on these and other vacancies at Prodrive and to
apply online, please visit: www.prodrive.com/careers

No agencies please

>> COMPOSITE PRODUCTION ENGINEER
>> COMPOSITE QUALITY ENGINEER

>> COMPOSITE TRIM SHOP SUPERVISOR
>> COMPOSITE LAMINATORS

>> COMPOSITE TRIMMERS

>> COMPOSITE QC INSPECTION

>> PATTERN MAKER

prodriue

WEB DIRECTORY

RACE & RALLY CARS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

MARKETPLACE
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THE VOIGE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

EGREAT NEW LOOK 112-PAGE F1 PREVIEW
EIMPROVED F1 AND WORLD RALLY REPORTS
EEXPANDED GRASSROOTS COVERAGE
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PLUS: NEW DIGITAL EDITION! VISIT MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK/DIGITAL-EDITION/




Sunogq offers a new prize
for British club racers, 94
! —

» All the national & club race, rally and historic news. Plus full reports and results round-up
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NATIONALRACING  HISTORICS + CLUB - RALLY + RALLYCROSS * HILLCLIMB

VEYCELTTH T AL
car for British
Enduro attack

Jota-built Mazda
produces 275bhp

Hot works MXS5 to take on GT racers in British Endurance Championship

MAZDA UK is targeting

)) the British Endurance
Championship title with

anew, uprated, GT-specification MXs.

The Japanese company has run cars
in BEC’s forerunner — Britcar — in
recent years, but will now field a single
MX-5 GT in a full campaign.

The 275bhp machine, which weighs
a little over 850kg will run in Class 3 of
the inaugural BEC. The car has been built,
and will be run, by Jota Sport, and began
testing at Rockingham this week.

The MX-5 GT will be driven by Mazda
regular and former Vauxhall Vectra
Challenge and Alfa Romeo champion
Mark Ticehurst, and Auto Express

journalist Owen Mildenhall. A near-
standard, production class MX-5 will
also be part of the squad.

Details of the Minister-built engine’s
configuration have not been released, but
AUTOSPORT understands the base unit
can be found in the current MX-5 range.

Mazda UK PR director Graeme Fudge
said: “We have run in Britcar for a
number of years, first with the RX-8 and
then with the MX-5. We wanted to do
something competitive at a higher level,
so we’ve gone up into the GT class.

“The production racecar’s modest
power output, bulletproof reliability and
nimble handling demonstrated last year
how the MX-5 can be competitive against

New MX5 will take
onGTcarsin2011

some of the purpose-built Lotus, VW and
BMW racers. With a higher power output
the MX-5 GT will be a strong contender
against the more powerful cars in its
class. Our ambition is to fight for the title”

Fudge confirmed the MX-5 had been
chosen because it has reached some
landmarks — production recently
surpassed 900,000 and entered its
21st year. “It’s an iconic sportscar and
we wanted to ruffle a few Porsche,

Lotus and Ginetta feathers,” he said.

The car, which has a six-speed
sequential Quaife gearbox, could also be
homologated for GT4 Superlight, which
would allow it to compete in British GT,
and customer examples may be built.

“If a customer came to us and said
they wanted to run a GT car we could
make it happen,” confirmed Fudge.

Jota’s Sam Hignett added: “It’s
worked straight out the box. It’s quite
a sophisticated little car and we’ve
got updates planned for every race.

“The long-term programme is to go
ahead with two cars in 2012, whether
that’s in Britcar or British GT.”

The MX-5 GT is set to make its debut
at Silverstone’s BEC opener this weekend.
Ex-F1 racer and experienced Britcar hand
Mike Wilds will join the driver line-up
for the Silverstone 24 Hours.

AUTOSPORT SAYS...

KEVIN
TURNER
NATIONAL
EDITOR

kevin.turner
(@haymarket.com

WITH THE cost of the single-seater
racing ladder currently so high as to
force many drivers elsewhere, it
seems one cost-effective category
is becoming increasingly relevant.

Having been fortunate enough
to visit New Zealand’s Toyota Racing
Series last month (see page 102),

I find it difficult to make a case
against European drivers going.

For around £65,000, you get four
race weekends in five weeks, each
with two days of testing and three
races. There are good teams and
the driver quality at the front is high.

Perhaps even more importantly,
TRS provides race mileage in what
is generally good weather, at a
time when Europe tends to offer
only testing, usually in
unfavourable conditions.

If it can prepare drivers for the
next step - Scott Pye believes it is
one of the reasons he can make a
successful jump from Formula Ford
to F3 without going via Formula
Renault - then it could be one of the
most efficient ways for them to gain
that all-important seat-time.

Something else that will
encourage Brits to travel abroad
is the new Sunoco Grand-Am 200
Challenge (p94). The fuel company is
building on its Daytona 24 prize with
a genuine chance for club racers to
appear in the GT support event.

The prize is not necessarily going
to help anyone in their quest to
develop a career, but for the UK club
racer it’s a rare opportunity to drive
some V8 muscle on one of the
world’s most famous circuits.

Extra contact details
Ben Anderson, editorial assistant
ben.anderson@haymarket.com

CONTENTS

p99 DONINGTONPARK
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plol SNETTERTON
MSVR

pl02 SERIESFOCUS
TRS

March 24 2011 autosport.com 93




British FormulaFord

BTCC ace to
GT Trophy
with novice

TO-Cwillrace
in GT Trophy

NOVICE RACERS will have the
chance to win a drive with BTCC
ace Tom Onslow-Cole in the final
round of this year’s GT Trophy.
The winner of historic racer Will
Schryver’s GridStars contest will
race alongside Onslow-Colein a
Lotus Exige in the Donington Park
GT Trophy finale on October 29.
The scheme is open to anyone
who hasn’t held an MSA race (car)
licence. For a £99 fee, entrants will
take partin one of three Daytona
karting events in early August.
Drivers will be divided into
groups based on weight and 100
will progress to a further karting

Clubdriverwill getto :
race Camaro or Mustang [SSSS

Sunoco Grand-Am 200 Challenge

I VsV 3 winner Steele

Daytona prize e
for club racers s

Fuel company Sunoco sets up new contest for club racers to win prize
drive in Daytona 24 Hour support race in modern American muscle car

CLUB RACERS will get the chance
to compete at legendary American
circuit Daytona after Sunoco

now open to British GT, British F3
and British Endurance championship
contenders, the new contest will

No team has yet been confirmed
to run the winner, but Hildebrand
said the prize drive would be in a

event, which will pit all drivers
against one another ballasted to a
weight limit. The top six will take
part in a Caterham Autotest at
Silverstone, before three finalists
are chosen for a final trial in an
Exige on the GP circuit.

Schryver needs 500 entries to
make the scheme viable and plans
to run another contest including
experienced racers in the winter,

launched another competition.
The Sunoco Daytona Challenge
has already allowed Radical racers
Derek Johnston and Ross Kaiser
to contest the Daytona 24 Hours.
Now the Sunoco Grand-Am 200
Challenge will offer a race seat in
the Continental Series GS class
in the two-driver Grand-Am 200
event that supports the 24 Hours.
While the Daytona Challenge is

include the Britcar Production GTN,
Legends, Mini Challenge, MSV F3 Cup,
GT Cup and the Production Touring
Car Trophy (formerly Sport Maxx).
Sunoco’s Anders Hildebrand said:
“I've always been keen to give back as
much as possible to our customers
and racing is fantastic in the States.
“We wanted to reach a broader
audience — people ask why they can’t
be included in the Daytona Challenge.”

Ford Mustang or Chevrolet Camaro
with a US driver.

Aaron Steele, who leads the new
competition after scoring two MSV
F3 Cup victories at Snetterton last
weekend, said: “The F2 prize [awarded
to the top MSV F3 performer] is my
main target, but the Grand-Am race
is a bonus.

“It’s a fantastic event and you don’t
know what contacts you may get.”

which will award prize money.

Lydden this weekend.

Doran finished third in the ERC last
season driving a Kenneth Hansen
Motorsport Citroen C4. He won the
2010 BRC opener at Lydden and has
entered again to prepare for the first
ERC round at the Kent venue in April.

Doran will switch to the new Citroen
DS3 later in the year, but will start the
season in the C4 while the smaller

machine is developed.

Joining Doran for the event will be
Colin Anson, who returns to the BRC
seven years after he last raced.

Anson will drive his self-built Ford Ka,
the first Supercar version of the model.

“I chose the Ka because no one had
done one and because the wheels are
right out at the corners,” said Anson, 44,
who hopes to contest the full season.

British Rallycross

Doran Jr joins
BRC at Lydden

EUROPEAN RALLYCROSS title
contender Liam Doran will prepare for
his 2011 campaign by contesting the
British Rallycross season opener at

Anson will race first Ford Ka supercar in BRC

N

MOTORSPORT
INSURANCE
SERVICES

94 autosport.com March 24 2011

EVERY type of insurance that ANY person involved in Motorsport may require

ON EVENT - PERSONAL ACCIDENT -

MOTORTRADE - COMMERCIAL - LIABILITY

www.rallyinsurance.co.uk or call 01943 884555

Motorsport Insurance Services Limited is Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority
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BritishGT

Clarke lands Lotus Evora drive
for British GT4 Championship

FORMER SPORT MAXX champion
Leyton Clarke will contest the British
GT4 Championship this season for
the factory assisted Lotus squad.

Clarke, who only appeared in a
handful of Porsche races last season,
will join the CM Consolidated team,
driving one of its two Evoras. The
second driver has not been confirmed,
but fellow touring car convert Freddy
Nordstrom is a possibility.

“We’ll go for the championship
- Lotus is confident the car will win
straight out of the box,” said Clarke.

The 19-year-old is hoping to do well
enough to be in line for one of the four
Lotus seats in the international GTE
class in 2012, which will be on offer to
the best Lotus performers in various
national GT categories.

“The aim is to get one of those seats
to launch an international career,”
added Clarke.

“It was this or the
SPEED EuroSeries,
and this seemed the
better long-term deal.”

The second Evora is
expected to be driven
by Porsche Carrera
Cup convert Ollie
Jackson and
single-seater racer
Jack Drinkall.

Clarkeiseying
2012 GTEdrive

Snetterton

PICS: LAT, MICK WALKER, RICHARD STYLES, TIM WHITTINGTON

New Snett praised after first race

DRIVERS HAVE praised
Snetterton after the first
races on the new ‘300’
circuit last weekend.
MotorSport Vision
Racing (the branch of
circuit owner Jonathan
Palmer’s company that
runs race meetings) put
on a two-day bill, with
Production BMW, Lotus
Elise Trophy, the new
MSV F3 Cup, Monoposto,
Project 8 Saloons (nee
Racing Saloons), the
Trackday Trophy, and
afirst enduro for the
new Lotus Cup UK.
Former Renault
Clio Cup champion Ben
Winrow, who won two

of the Production BMW
races, said: “The new
infield section is quite

narrow for a new circuit.

It’s got such a mix of
corners and some really
long ones, so you have
to be really patient
getting on the throttle -
it plays to the strengths

of experienced drivers.”

Project 8 Saloons race
winner Adam Sharpe
added: “I like the [new]
track, but then | liked the
old one! It [the redesign]
adds a lot, but some of
the heavier cars don’t
like the new section, as
it’s more technical.”

= Sharpe (33) wonfirst
& raceatnew Snetterton

GT Trophy

Barff to race 458 in GT Trophy

THENEW Ferrari 458 GT3 car will
appear in the GT Trophy this season,
in the hands of experienced sportscar

racer Rob Barff.

Barff will share the FF Course-run
machine with GT Cup race winner
Leon Price as the endurance series
expands after its inaugural season.

Team boss Anthony Cheshire said:
“With so few Ferrari 458 GT3s being
produced this year it is a real privilege
and a bit of a coup for us to receive

one of the first cars and we must now
repay the faith shown in us by Ferrari.
“The car looks fantastic and will be

an amazing package - ideally suited to

the endurance style of the GT Trophy.”

The team hopes to take delivery of
the Michelotto-built racer soon, prior
to the season opener at Donington
Park on April 2-3.

Other entries include reigning GT
Cup champion Marco Pullen and
British GT race winner Oliver Bryant.

MARCUS PYE

HUMBLE PYE

The voice of club motor racing

Two hundred and twenty-one
qualifiers across eight classes
- an average grid of 26 cars

- was a highly impressive start to
the HSCC’s season at Donington on
Sunday. To Formula Junior went the
accolade of the largest field (39),
but the Guards Trophy (one of the
success stories of recent years)

was hot onits heels.

Most encouraging was the
number of newcomers and novices
across the series, which spotlight
saloon, GT, sports-racing and
single-seaters - plenty of choice for
pockets of different depths, which
has been the club’s ethos since its
foundation 45 years ago.

The quality of racing was
excellent in the main, particularly
down the fields. There, far away
from the limelight of overall victory,
racers tussle over classes as if their
livelihoods depend onit. Others
simply enjoy wonderful cars (many
prepared rather better than they
were in period) for their own sakes,
caring not about pot or public gaze.

Both of the Roadsports races
were hotly contested, indeed the
'70s version was a humdinger, its
result in doubt from red lights out
until chequered flag. After an
unfortunate start - in which Andy
Shepherd (Lotus 7) tagged Frazer
Gibney (Elan) at Redgate leaving
poor Brian Cowan (Elan) with no
option but to wallop the latter in a
race-stopping fibreglass shower
- a David-versus-Goliath battle

‘ ‘ I find it depressing

to see Formula
Junior and FF1600
competitors flaunting
clearly-written rules”

~ Abumper FF1600 pack
headed to Donington

characterised the Historic set too.

It is good to see the earliest
FF1600s on the up again, with
seven marques represented in
the Pre-1972 field - when was
that statistic last mirrored in the
contemporary class? - even after
the Cooper Chinook failed to show.
There were no Titans or Hawkes
this time either, but doubtless
they’ll be back. As, hopefully, will
be more F3 cars on Cadwell Park’s
exhilarating swoops on Easter
Sunday and Monday.

For all its success and strong
growth, historic racing is not all
great news. When the rules are
clearly written, | find it profoundly
depressing to see Formula Junior
and FF1600 competitors flaunting
them by running their cars on
double-adjustable dampers,
with trick aerodynamics, or not
anywhere close to original spec.

Those are just the visible things.
While I'm on a roll, ‘bent’ or oversize
engines, gearboxes tweaked to
allow flat-shifting, free diffs packed
to enhance traction and computer-
optimised suspension pick-ups
have never been part of the rules of
engagement for the majority who
love cars of yore. Those who take
the mickey, believing they won't be
caught, merely spoil an evocative
celebration of the past, which
gives pleasure to
thousands globally.
And delude
themselves...
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PICS: HAWKINS, WALKER, READ, WOODING, EBREY

FORMULA FORD ace Tio Ellinas and
Formula Renault Winter Cup champ Alex
Lynn topped two days
of FRenault UK testing
at Silverstone last week.
Atech GP driver Ellinas
(left) was fastest on the
National circuit, before
Lynn went top from
Fortec Motorsport team-mate Oliver
Rowland on the GP track the next day.

DOUBLE VW Cup champion Joe
Fulbrook will return to the category full
time this year. The 2008 and 009 title
winner, who skipped most of last season,
has made major updates to the 1.8 turbo
Bora he has raced since 2005.

FORMER BRITISH Formula Ford
champion Wayne Boyd finished sixth and
11th on his maiden outings in US F2000
at Sebring last weekend. Zach Veach and
Australian Luke Ellery won the two races.

OLIVER REUBEN, the 22-year-old son of
Formula Jedi ace Nigel, will make his race
debut this season. Reuben Sr said: “He’s
doing the Fun Cup race at Croft in April
and will probably then race the Jedi.”

STANCOMBE VEHICLE Engineering
will expand into Caterham Supersports
this season, running 2010 Roadsports B
runner-up Lee Wiggins, Steve Day and
Chris Lay. The team will also appear in
the Radical Club Cup with John MacLeod.

KEVIN MAXTED took partin his first
race for 14 years at Snetterton last
weekend. The London-based racer, who
ran Maxted Motorsport in the mid-'90s
before becoming a motorcycle racer and
instructor, qualified fifth in his Production
BMW group and finished 12th and
seventh in his two outings.

THE DE TOMASO Mangusta of Mike
SN Eagles (left) failed

5 to make its Historic
Road Sports debut at
2= Donington last weekend
when starter or
flywheel issues stopped
its 5.5-litre Ford V8 engine in qualifying.

THEFIRST race for the new Lotus Cup
UK attracted 31 cars to Snetterton last
weekend. Britcar regulars David and Rob
Fenn were among an entry that included
Lotus Elise Trophy drivers and new
racers. Organisers hope the grid will
average 40 cars for its inaugural season.

HISTORIC STALWART Mike Whatley
has acquired the ex-Horst Kwech Lola
T300 F5000 car from Mike Wrigley, who
has recently added the ex-Tony Brise
Elden Mk8 FF1600 prototype to his
stable for son Matthew to race.

NEWS
SPORTS EXTRA

New Zealand F5000s are
set for UK appearances

FIW(Miwi F5000s head to Brands

Category legend Ken Smith is among those targeting Superprix encounter

A GROUP of New Zealand Formula
5000 racers is expected to appear at
the Brands Hatch Superprix on July 2-4.
New Zealand is home to the world’s
greatest number of active cars and as
many as 10, led by triple Tasman Revival
champion and period category star
Kenny Smith, are planning to make the
20,000-mile round trip this summer.
That means there could be an even
greater foreign contingent than
competed at the event in 2008, which

celebrated the category’s 40th
anniversary with an 18-car field.

Kiwi legend Smith said: “l didn’t do
any racing in Europe [in period] and
that’s a sad thing that pisses me off. My
F5000 Lola [T430] and the Formula
Atlantic Swift DB4 are the cream of
everything I've driven and | love racing.”

Class coordinator and racer Frank
Lyons has also brokered a double-
header at Oulton Park on the Classic
Sports Car Club’s bill a week earlier to

give the visitors another outing.
“We're following tradition because
the F5000 season kicked off with
Oulton and Brands, two of our greatest
drivers’ circuits, over the Easter Bank
Holiday weekend in its 1970s heyday,”
said Lyons. “Being outnumbered by
our guests - particularly with Kenny
racing in Britain for the first time -
would be deeply embarrassing, so I'm
aiming to get every running UK car to
Oulton, and others on static display.”

ClassicF3

Brise name to return to Formula 3 racing in 2011

Brise showed wellin Classic FF1600in 2010

DAVID BRISE, nephew of late 1970s
F1racer Tony, is aiming to compete in
Classic Formula 3 or Formula Atlantic
by the end of this year.

Brise, whose Classic FF1600 title
quest begins on home soil at Brands
Hatch this Sunday, is targeting the
HSCC-run CF3 series in which the
1600cc ['71-'73] class has been
renamed after his late uncle, who

starred at every level prior to his
death in Graham Hill’s aeroplane
crash in November '75.

“Tony’s achievements are an
inspiration to me,” said Brise, who
as arookie drove his Royale RP21to
second in 2010. “To drive a [Brabham,
GRD or Marchl] car like his, or a Modus
in the later [two-litre F3] section or
FAtlantic, would be very special.”

BEST KNOWN for making around
650 sportscars, Welsh engineer Jack
Turner, who died earlier this month
aged 94, started out making pure
racing cars in Wolverhampton.
Following a handful of spartan
sports-racers, Abergavenny-born
Turner built a Lea Francis-engined
F2 car for John Webb (a director
of Turner Cars before his Brands
Hatch days), which was raced
unsuccessfully in 1953.

Turner, who had a spell at Gloster
Aircraft making parts for the Whittle
jet, was also involved in 500cc F3.

He built a four-cylinder DOHC engine,
and reworked Don Truman’s Marwyn
chassis into the equally impotent
Bardon Turner, but his road cars

kept the enterprise afloat until 1966.

Those little cars, powered by BMC,
Coventry-Climax and Ford engines,
were raced internationally, and in
Modsports events with success.

|

Turner’s sportscars were quick on-track

T -

March 24 2011 autosport.com 97



- a revolutionary
form of racing drivers’
seamless, flame-resistant

underclothing.

Seamless Nomex
Double Faced
Balaclava

“ 235

.+ VAT

\
1

Seamless
Nomex Top

£99 |

+ VAT

We pay
the VAT

on orders before 31 March '11

Seamless
Nomex Pants

579

+ VAT

@‘ Feédération Internationale de 'Automobile

In compliance with FIA standard 8856-2000

www.019racewear.com



ALLPICS: MICK WALKER

NATIONAL

RACES & RESULTS
HSCC

DONINGTON, March 20

QUICK RESULTS
~> 70s RS Winner Plant

~» 10s RS Pole Plant

~>» 10s RS Fastest lap J Barter

— Fleming (left) topped
Guards Chevrons

IN BRIEF

CLASSICF3

Triple champion Benn Simms's
audacious first-lap lunge into
the Old Hairpin decided Classic
F3 honours. Deposed poleman
Jamie Brashaw lost second to
Paul Smith at Coppice, but
snatched it back into Redgate.
Ollie Thorpe's oily demise gave
Jan Langdon FF2000 spoails.

HISTORIC R’'SPORTS
Matthew Truelove needed all
his guile in Julian Dodd's TVR
Griffith to repel Paul Tooms
(Lotus Elan) in the restarted
Historic Roadsports contest. In
her best race yet, Rachel Watts
took seventh, shadowing the
similar Elan of Larry Kennedy.

HISTORIC FF1600
Poleman Jamie Brashaw
appeared able to snort his
Merlyn clear of lan Ashley’s
Lola at will and thus won his
maiden Historic FF1600 round.
Ben Mitchell spun at the Old
Hairpin after a hairy chase with
Stu Baird and Derek Rodgers.

CLASSICRACING CARS
Antony Ross rounded lan Gray
at Redgate at the Classic
Racing Cars start, but the
Irishman retaliated through a
decreasing gap opposite the
pits. Nigel Bancroft escaped F3
rivals for third, and worried
Ross, while Paul McMorran
scooted from 20th to fifth.

FORMULA JUNIOR
Pressured by Sam Wilson,
Callum Macleod took Formula
Junior spoils in the Caravelle
Mk2. This delighted designer
Richard Utley, who retired the
MK1. Denis Welch's dash from
the back to fourth, on Mike
Hibberd's gearbox, in his

Lotus 22 was the highlight.

70s ROADSPORTS, DONINGTON PARK, MARCH 20

Plant’sroute
to opening win

The openingrace of

the Historic Sports Car
Club's 2011 programme,
for "70s Roadsports cars, may
well stand as one of the best
of the season as Richard Plant
had todig deeper than ever
before to winin his trusty
Morgan +8.

With half a second
spanning top qualifier Plant,
Alan Harper (Lotus Elan)and
Peter Shaw (T'VR Tuscan),
then two tenths covering
Adam Bagnall Jaguar
E-type), Julian Barter (TVR
3000M) and Phil Briggs
(Porsche 928) in their wake, a
big dust-up was anticipated.

Indeed a battleroyal
ensued, albeit without Shaw
-beached in the Coppice
gravel trap first time round
-or Briggs, who dived for the
pits on the green flaglap and
barrelled out of there with a

V8roar as the field got away.

Harper was quickest into
his stride, but Plant and
Bagnall (who boldly
squeezed inside Plant into
Redgate on lap three) were
soon on his tail, drawing
Barter with them. The Elans
agility kept Harper out front
for three laps, whereupon
Plant and Barter asserted
V8and V6 power in quick
succession.

Barter hit the front when
an error by Plant sent the
Morgan perilously wide at
the Old Hairpin, but Plant
muscled back ahead into
the chicane four laps later,
with Harper clinging on
and enjoying the view.

Plantlost out once more
when Barter pierced his
defences at the Old Hairpin,
but Julian outbraked himself
into the chicane and Harper

gratefully snatched second
back. Alan even survived a
moment at the Old Hairpin to
keep the place after a classic
inter-class encounter.
Howard Bentham (Elan)
demoted Bagnall for fourth
inthe closing stages, while
Mark Bennett's splendid
Alpine-Renault howled to
sixth ahead of therecovering
Briggs. Robert Barter (Julian's
uncle) scored an encouraging
class winin his Jensen-
Healey, but returning
2005-06 Triumph Spitfire
champion John Thomason's

'REPORTS
'SPORTS EXTRA

Plantbeat TVRand
Lotus challengers

speed out of the box inaneat
GT6looks ominous for fellow
title aspirants.
@ Marcus Pye

RESULTS (15 LAPS) 1 Richard
Plant (Morgan +8); 2 Alan Harper
(Lotus Elan S4) +308ls; 3 Julian
Barter (TVR 3000M); 4 Howard
Bentham (Lotus Elan), 5 Adam
Bagnall Jaguar E-type), 6 Mark
Bennett (Alpine-Renault A310).
Class winners Harper; J Barter;
Robert Barter Uensen-Healey);
John Thomason (Triumph GT6).
Fastest lap J Barter Im23873s
(8401mph).

Cortinas couldn’t stop
the Voyazides Falcon

— e ——

HISTORIC TOURING CARS, DONINGTON, MARCH 20

Voyazides powers
to V8 tin-top victory

riving the only quick
D V8inthebumper

29-car field - and with
Mark Jones missing from the
Lotus Cortina posse that
filled his peripheral vision on
the grid - it was no surprise
that Leo Voyazides won the
Historic Touring Car opener.

Even with an understeering

Ford Falcon under him, the
Greek was sanguine about
being jumped at the start by
Steve Shuttleworth and Mike
Gardiner, but got his clog
down after defending
champion Roger Godfrey
scuttled his Cooper S past
round the outside at Redgate.

Ahead by lap three,
Voyazides eased away from
the trio, with Alfa Romeo
stalwart Jimmy Fuller
fifth in his Giulia Sprint.

@ Marcus Pye

RESULTS (14 LAPS) 1Leo
Voyazides (Ford Falcon Sprint);

2 Steve Shuttleworth (Ford Lotus
Cortina) +10062s; 3 Mike Gardiner
(Ford Lotus Cortina); 4 Roger
Godfrey (Austin Cooper S).

CW Shuttleworth; Godfrey: Jimmy
Fuller (Alfa); Steve Platts (Singer
Chamois); Colin McKay (Jaguar
S-type); Neil Brown (Ford Lotus
Cortina); David Brand (Cooper S).

FL Voyazides 1m26167s (8177mph).

Flemingis top guard

ix glorious Chevrons
s dominated Guards
Trophy qualifying, just

0.8 seconds splitting the top
three in a stunning 37-car grid,
thus the question was: which
of Derek Bennett's finest
would take the chequer first?

Nick Fleming wanted the
win badly and the Scot shot
away like sprinter Usain Bolt
atthe gun, openingal4sgap
to Will Schryver, Ed Lovett
and Steve Hodges, locked
together. George Tizzard’s
Lenham led the chase, with
Alex Ames pretty Elva GT
amid the slower Chevrons.

While soloists Fleming,
Lovettand Hodges allhad
grassy excursionsas they
scythed through traffic,
Schryver enjoyed a super-
cleanbattle with Lovett
before handing the B6 over to
pole-setting father Michael
just before half-distance.

Asat Castle Combe
last year, the pitstops-a
mandatory minute, with
speed limits in and out -
proved decisive. While

nobody would catch
Fleming, Hodges gained
seven seconds on Schryver
and eight over Lovett on his
outlap.Schryver unusually
had noanswer as Lovett took
second and Hodges third.
Robert Shaw and Stuart
Tizzard (now in the Lenham)
completed the top six, with
Mike Whitaker top GT having
kept his TVR Griffith ahead of
Leo Voyazides' AC Cobra.
@ Marcus Pye

RESULTS (30 LAPS) 1 Nick
Fleming (Chevron-BMW B8);

2 Edward Lovett (Chevron-BMW
B8) +11061s; 3 Steve Hodges
(Chevron-BMW B8); 4 Will &
Michael Schryver (Chevron-BMW
B6); 5 Robert Shaw (Chevron-BMW
B8). 6 George & Stuart Tizzard
(Lenham-Lotus t/c Spider).

CW Mike Whitaker (TVR Griffith);
Andrew & Michael Hibberd
(Lotust/c 23B); Alex Ames
(Elva-BMW GT160CS); Jeremy
Taylor (Lotus Elan);, Tom Smith
(MGB); Mark Hoble (Morgan +4).
FL Michael Schryver 1m15944s
(9278mph).
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ALLPICS: RICHARD STYLES

NATIONAL
RACES & RESULTS
MSVR

SNETTERTON, March 19-20

QUICK RESULTS
-> PBMW Race 1 Winner Winrow

~» Race 2 Winner MacIntyre

-> Race 3 Winner Winrow

IN BRIEF

MSV F3 CUP

Aaron Steele won convincingly
in both races for this revamped
series. The first had to be
restarted when Mark Terry’s
Dallara dramatically flipped
after a startline collision. Behind
Steele, Chris Needham passed
Alex Craven in each race to
finish second both times.

PROJECT 8 SALOONS
Despite slipping to fourth at the
start of the first race, polesitter
Adam Sharpe (BMW M3)
fought back to be the first
driver to claim victory on

the new 300 track. He easily
repeated the feat in the sequel.

TRACK DAY TROPHY
James Britton's BMW M3
topped a podium full of novice
racers to triumph in a closely
fought Trackday Trophy race.
He passed Christian Lee and
Tommy Lynn's similar car, and
the Clio of John Hamilton, after
the mid-race pitstops to record
a narrow win.

LOTUS UK CUP

Mark Speller's dominant drive
in the inaugural Lotus UK Cup
enduro was hobbled by

clutch failure shortly after his
mandatory pitstop. He carried
on at abated pace before finally
relinquishing the lead to a
charging Simon Deacon in

the final minutes.

MONOPOSTO

Tristan Cliffe stormed back
from a first-lap spin to overhaul
Matt Draper and win the

Mono 2000/Classic encounter.
Draper was later excluded for a
rear-wing height infringement.
Dax Ward (below) beat the
similar Jedi of Marc Fortune in
the race for 1000-1800 classes.

PRODUCTION BMW, SNETTERTON, MARCH 19-20

MacIntyre’s
maiden win

T he Production BMWs
continued where they
left off last year, serving
up some frantic actionin
their trio of races on the
new Snetterton 300 layout.
Notleastin the opener
for groups A and Bwhere,
having claimed his maiden
pole, the impressive James
MacIntyre went side-by-side
onlap oneinto the Montreal
hairpin with reigning Trofeo
Abarth champion Ben
Winrow, only toend up on
the grassand ina spin.
Winrow emerged
unscathed and quickly
claimed thelead from
Tim Wilson, before pulling
remorselessly away to win.
Wilson gave chase in vain,
but had to watch hisown
mirrors as the pursuing Stuart
Waite launched a mid-race
charge. Waite briefly stole
ahead withamoveinto

Brundle, only to drop back
and allow Wilson to escape.
Mike Tovey demoted Waite,
winning a tight scrap to grab
the final podium place.
Meanwhile, MacIntyre’s
battle-scarred machine
recovered to eighth.

With the damage patched
upfor the clash of groups A
and C, MacIntyre proved
untouchable as heromped
toanimpressive first victory.
Behind him, a terrific tussle
raged for second, stretching
toaseven-car train by the
end of lap five. Alan Wileman
resolutely headed the pack
almost throughout and held
off Liam Crilly to take second.

The final race, for groups
Band C, wasdelayed
while damaged cars were
recovered from afirst-lap
midfield melee at Montreal.
At therestart Winrow
escaped to win again, while

MSVR celebrated its fifth birthday with a special parade

MacIntyre tries to
goinside Winrow §

battleraged behind in the
fight for second. Wilson,
Crilley, reigning champion
Rob Smith (pilotinga
distinctive cabriolet more
reminiscent of a pick-up)
and Jack Gabriel were all

in contention, but it was an
ecstatic Smith who clinched
runner-up spot. “That was
asgood asawin,”hebeamed
afterwards. ‘Twasn't planning
on developing the cabriolet -
but after that, why not!”

@ Oliver Timson

REPORTS
SPORTS EXTRA

RESULTS (ALL 7LAPS) - RACE1
1Ben Winrow (320i); 2 Tim Wilson
(320i) +11.878s; 3 Mike Tovey (320i);
4 Stuart Waite (3200); 5 Nick Barke
(3200); 6 Alan Wileman (320i).

FL Winrow 2m23985s (74.23mph).
RACE 21 James Maclntyre (320i);
2 Wileman +16103s; 3 Liam Crilley
(320i); 4 Jack Gabriel (3200);

5 Barke; 6 Rob Smith (320i). FL
Maclntyre 2m23916s (74.26mph).
RACE 3 1 Winrow; 2 Smith +11978s;
3 Crilley; 4 Wilson; 5 Simon
Bassford (3200 6 Gabriel. FL
Winrow 2m23.859s (74.29mph).

LOTUS ELISE TROPHY, SNETTERTON, MARCH 19-20

Savage scraps for deserved Elise Trophy double

he Elise Trophy racers
I took to Snetterton’s
new infield section
like ducks to water, enjoying
apair of closely fought races.
Their first outing suffered
an opening-lap stoppage
when cars collided at Riches.
Whenracingresumed, Ken

Savage twice led home
avery yellow Lotus pack

Savage and Luigi Mazza
scrapped unstintingly for the
lead, while Stuart Rowland
and Steve Quick kept close.
Savage almost threw his
chance towinaway witha
wayward moment across
the kerbs as they swept
through Murrays on lap two,

which briefly allowed Mazza
tosteal thelead. But Savage
determinedly reclaimed the
place at Montreal. Barely
more than asecond
separated the top four until
Savage and Mazza edged
clear on thefinallap, with
Savagefirstto theflagby a

whisker. Rowland beat
Quick to claim third.
The second race was
a cracker, with battles
throughout the order. Dan
Plant grabbed the early
initiative, up from the third
on the grid, before Quick
overhauled him on lap three.
Savage made his way up
the order from his fifth-row
startand he claimed thelead
on lap four before stretching
away to win comfortably.
Rowland and Mazza
disputed runner-up spot,
which Rowland secured
on the penultimate tour.
@ Oliver Timson

RESULTS - RACE 1 (5 LAPS)
1Ken Savage (S1); 2 Luigi
Valentino Mazza (S1) +0130s; 3
Stuart Rowland (S1); 4 Steve Quick
(S21MR); 5 John LaMaster (S2);

6 Phil Stratton Lake (SD. FL Ben
Hyland (S1) 2m14.252s (7961mph).
RACE 2 (9 LAPS) 1Savage,

2 Rowland; 3 Mazza; 4 LaMaster;
5 Hyland; 6 Dan Plant (SD.

FL Savage 2m13.391s (8012mph).
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he Tasman Cup used to be a
T highlight of the season. During

the European winters of the
1960s stars like Jim Clark, Jackie
Stewart and Graham Hill would head
to Australia and New Zealand for
what was effectively a mini-world
championship. It gave locals, such as
Chris Amon, the chance to launch
their careers by going up against the
best drivers in the world, and allowed
Europeans to extend their seasons.

As F1 grew, the championship
declined and was run for Formula 5000
before being replaced by domestic
series, such as Formula Pacific/Mondial
(better-known in the UK as Atlantic).

Now, European-based racers are
heading to the Southern Hemisphere
once again, but it’s not established
stars that are making the trip. Up-
and-coming drivers are looking to New
Zealand’s Toyota Racing Series to keep
race-sharp while many of their rivals sit
at home or pound around trying to get
some tyre heat at cold European tests.

The 2011 International TRS
championship, won by Kiwi GP3 racer
Mitch Evans, attracted Formula Renault

NOTABLE
TRSRACE
WINNERS
Earl Bamber
William Buller
Ben Clucas
Mitch Evans
Lucas Foresti
Brendon Hartley

ba s 4

UK title hopeful Alex Lynn, reigning
British Formula Ford champion Scott
Pye, Red Bull’s Formula Renault
Eurocup prospect Daniil Kvyat,
and Josh Hill, son of 1996 F1 world
champion Damon, to name but four.
Up to 16 drivers fought it out in the
1800cc 215bhp Toyota 2ZZ-GE-
engined Tatuus chassis, which is
essentially the old Formula Renault
2.0 car with a few tweaks.

There are some professional names

Josh and Damon Hill
made the trip this year

e oy e

working in the paddock too, including
former McLaren chief mechanic Steve
Giles, head of pacesetting squad Giles
Motorsport, and Andy Neale, who

worked with Jacques Villeneuve at BAR.

“When I first started in TRS there
were only a couple of teams and it was
still mainly privately-owned-and-run
cars,” says Giles. “That’s evolved. Now
we’ve got established teams we get
more international drivers.”

The quality of competition, and
efforts to condense the four-round
calendar into a five-weekend stretch in
January and February, has increased
TRS’s international appeal.

Fortec F3 engineer Mick Kouros,
who returned to New Zealand for the
first time in 15 years to help Lynn’s
campaign, is already convinced. “There
are huge benefits to be gained from
going there,” he says. “You get good
mileage at a high standard when there’s
nothing happening in Europe. This
was the best way for Alex to get
knowledge and experience to do the
best he can when he goes back.

“The preparation of the cars is equal
to anything in Europe — Formula

P % "f..-a =
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Lukashevich leads
Evans (1) and Kvyat

Lynntooka victory in
his first TRS campaign

Renault 3.5, British F3, FR UK. You
could take the teams, put them
in Europe and they’d be at the front.

“This pushes the drivers because
the Kiwi drivers are quick — it makes
them learn circuits quickly and that
will help them in years to come.”

It certainly helped Fortec’s Sten
Pentus last year. After an average career
in the junior ranks, Pentus took a
surprise victory at the Aragon FR 3.5
season opener after contesting the
TRS. “Sten benefited from the
close racing, which gave him more
confidence and he raced better than
he had previously,” says Kouros, who
feels you don’t even have to win in
New Zealand to feel the benefit.

“It doesn’t matter what you’re next
step is, it keeps you sharp. If you
improve in championships in Europe
it doesn’t matter what you do here.”

At around £65,000 for 12 races, plus
plenty of testing at each event, TRS
is also extremely affordable when
compared to the hundreds of
thousands for FR, GP3 or F3 budgets.

Race winner Ivan Lukashevich
believes it is well worth the effort.

“There’s not really anywhere else
you can drive at this time of year,”
says the GP3 racer. “There’s this and
GP2 Asia — this is rather cheaper!

“The seat time is good here —
running on Thursday and Friday, and
there are three races. I've not seen
anything like that in Europe.”

As well as keeping drivers sharp, the
series can also help Formula Ford racers
make the step to aero cars. British FFord
race winner Hill was judged TRS’s
most-improved driver, as he prepares
for Formula Renault, while Pye hopes it
will aid his graduation to British F3.

“It might not be the biggest field, but
the top five is really tough,” says the
Australian. “The move from Formula
Ford to F3 is a big jump and this is the
perfect way for me to cut out Formula
Renault and save on budget.”

The real test, of course, will be how
the 2011 crop gets on back in Europe,
but Lynn and Kvyat have been at the
sharp end in their FR tests and Pye
has looked promising in F3.

There aren’t many reasons why more
drivers shouldn’t be heading to the
New Zealand sun in the years to come. &

SERIES FOCUS —
TOYOTA RACING SERIES

Boyce (left) and Thomlinson
mastermind the series

When the New Zealand
twor-litre touring car series
was canned in 2004, Toyota’s
reigning champion Barrie
Thomlinson and the firm’s
NZ motorsport manager
Steve Boyce got together

to launch a new series.

They looked at one-make
tin-tops, but “wed been there
and done that,” says Boyce.
“Toyota was keen to continue
and there was a single-seater
gap. We had Formula Ford
contesting the New Zealand GP!”

A Formula Toyota from
Japan was brought over for
evaluation, but it was already
dated and Thomlinson
decided to bring in Tatuus:

“I was familiar with racing
manufacturers - Tatuus was
very keen and the car fitted the
bill. It was FIA-approved and

it fitted the cost model.”

A standard 1800cc
production engine, from the
Celica and Corolla models, was
developed in New Zealand,
with a six-speed sequential
gearbox. Within seven months,
the first Toyota Racing Series

event took place. Brendon
Hartley topped the 18-car
field to win at Timaru.

TRS soon became the
category for the New Zealand
GP, one of only two FIA-
approved GPs not for F1 (the
other being the Macau F3
race), and a move to E85
fuel was introduced shortly
afterwards. The pool of local
drivers now had somewhere
to go. “Our focus is on the
young guys and developing
Kiwi youth - to put them up
against the best international
talent,” says Boyce.

The recession has hit grids
recently, but both Boyce and
Thomlinson are confident that
a 20-car entry is realistic
for the 2012 season.

And they have big plans.
They are targeting an
expansion into Australia, where
F3 is weak, with rounds at the
Australian GP and the Adelaide
V8 Supercar extravaganza.

“We improve little things
every year,” says Thomlinson.
“Our biggest goal is to reinvent
the Tasman series.”
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FINAL DRIVE
YOUR SAY

What you think of the motorsport news of the past w

Lewis Hamilton: F1idol?

Spice up your management

eelg

So, Lewis Hamilton has employed Simon Fuller as his new
manager. He said: “I felt Simon Fuller along with his team...
wanted to help me become an even better racing driver.”

How is a manager in charge of promoting your image going
to make you a better driver? Fuller managed the Spice Girls;
did he make them better singers? Did he make David Beckham
a better footballer? Sportsmen and women need to focus on
the job in hand and let their performances do the talking.
David Senna Thaxted, Essex

enrrorraL comact Mail@autosport.com

Should the grand prix
evertake placeagainin
Bahrain? That ought to
depend on whetherthe
kingdom becomesa
properdemocracy,and
certainly notif the ruling
family represses the
rightfulaspirations of its
people with foreign armies
asitisdoingat present.
Formula 1, the pinnacle
of motor racing, should set
an example to the world
and notbeseentobe
proppingupand enriching
anautocraticelite.
Behram Kapadia
Pitstone, Bedfordshire

Ifeltasigh of relief
readingabout the future of
the WRC (March 3). At last
itmay be backontrackto
beingachampionship
which gets the sort of
exposure which will
generate greaterinterest
with the wider public.
[thinkit helps we have
Jean Todt at the helm of the
FIA; someone whohasa
history of participatingin
the sportand who seems
tounderstand why the
WRCwas popularinthe
pastand who believes
the element of adventure
needstobereintroduced.
Andy Maclean
Churchill, Oxfordshire

Theinteresting article
on overtaking by Mark
Hughes (March 17)
missed afew points

in his comparison
through the years.

In1970,andtoa lesser
extent in1990, cars were
notasreliable asin2010.
Gearboxes broke, engines
blew up, tyres and brakes
were notas sophisticated
astheyare now.

I'd hazard a guess that
gearbox/engineissues
allowed more passing
movesinsomeraces
thanallseasonin2010.
DougieJardine
Bishopbriggs,

East Dunbartonshire

Fascinatingto contrast
two storiesinMarch10 -
Lotus hopingfor £16m by
finishingin 10th place, and
only 11 carsturningout for
the Formula Renault test
at Brands Hatch.

This money needs to
filter down to the grass
roots, where youngdrivers
are unable to get the funds
to progress. Isn’tittime
the national motorsport
authorities putalevy of,
say, five per cent on the
prize money earned by
F1teams,and ploughed
itinto national driver
development schemes?
Tony Lelliott
By email
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TOP FIVE ON
OUR WEBSITE

1. McLAREN AIMS TO

‘SURPRISE’ IN AUSTRALIA

2. PIRELLI REVEALS FINAL
COLOUR MARKINGS

3. HAMILTON: ‘ONE OR TWO
TITLES INSUFFICIENT’

4. ORECA TAKES SURPRISE
SEBRING WIN

5. F1 COULD ERADICATE
HIGH NOSES

#AUTOSPDORT.com MY

TOP STORY ONLINE

LE MANS - AUDI v PEUGEOT WAR STEPS UP A GEAR
To read this exclusive feature

and many others like it, log on to
autosport.com/plus and choose which
package you’d like. A month will cost
£5.50, a year £46. Includes access

to Forix — the ultimate stats website.

I I I
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: ROAD ANGEL VANTAGE

This week’s star letter will receive

a Road Angel Vantage - a dedicated

safety camera and blackspot locator
that displays the legal speed limit of
every road you drive, automatically

and wirelessly updating its database
: every few minutes as you drive.

i For more details on Road Angel

visit www.roadangelgroup.com

i Please ensure that your full address

{ is included on all correspondence.

CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

: @ Australian Geoff Uhrhane was the fastest non-Jamun

¢ driver at Silverstone’s British Formula Ford test earlier this 3
: month and not his JTR team-mate Tristan Mingay, as stated &
: on page 119 last week. :

¢ Itis the policy of AUTOSPORT to correct significant
: errors as soon as possible. Please note the issue

+ date and page number when contacting us on

: autosport.editorial@haynet.com

PIC: LAT
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LETTERS & REVIEWS

THE LATEST GEAR

From £42.99
hobbyco.net

TAMIYA PLASTIC KITS :1:18#?\““0[3?2“ 18A 1968

i 7oa7(%a

Two of plastic model giant Tamiya's latest
releasesincludethe Bruce McLaren/
Denny Hulme 1:18-scale McLaren M8A
Can-Amtitle winnerfrom 1968 and the | :
Andretti/Reutemann Martini Lotus 79
Flracer. Intime-honoured Tamiya
tradition, both kits are superbly detailed
and comewithachoice of driverdecals.

ITV SPORT GP GUIDE BOOK MOUNTAIN LEGEND DVD

£12.99 (978 1 84732 728 4)  £59.99 £14.99
B Jones (autosport.com/shop)  autosport.com/shop dukevideo.com

Former AUTOSPORT editor  The 2011 official Red Bull Anhour’s worth of full-

Bruce Jones’s traditional Racing T-shirtis perfectfor ~ colouractionfromthe 1965
soft-back, dip-intoseason  those who preferthecasual  TargaFlorio, with retro
guideagainoffersaneasy-  fitofaToverapitshirt. footagethatincludesrare
to-follow, mostly accurate The 100 percentcotton  interview materialand
(no-one saw the Bahrain Tfeatures the sponsors’ on-board sequences.
debacle coming, didthey?)  logosonthe chest,sleeves Don’tworry that the
complement to Sunday- and backandis finished sound doesn’talwayssynch
afternoon F1viewing. with the distinctive Red with the movement, or that SEARCH FOR: BMW Team RLL Wins Sebring! (1:18)
Facts/stats on drivers, BullRacingteam stripes. Nino Vaccerella (sic)is Cameras trained on Rahal BMW duo Dirk Muller and Andy Priaulx
teamsand races make it You’llhavetobekeen, speltwrong-twice -onthe capture the moment their team-mate Joey Hand crosses the line to secure
idealarmchairfodder. though —it’snot cheap. sleeve, it's well worth £15. a GTE-class one-two for the M3 V8s in last weekend’s Sebring 12 Hours.
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WHAT’S ON...

Your guide to the best events taking place in the UK and around the world this week — plus TV and online

LYDDEN FBMW (sort of)

Lk sorto ,
British Rallycross backat Silverstone @
March 26-27 i

Admission £15 Saturday, £12 Sunday,
£25 weekend ticket
Tel: 01304 830557

BRANDS HATCH

BARC
March 26-27
Admission £12 Saturday, £21 Sunday

The new season gets underway in Kent this weekend. Pat Doran will be bidding for
athird successive BRC crowninanex-Sverre Isachsen Ford Focus, while engine
tuner]julian Godfrey will take on the championin Doran’s title-winning Fiesta
Supercar. Get to Lydden to watch the mud and gravel fly!

(plus £12 for Paddock Hill

randstand), £21 weekend ticket
Contine purchase)
BRSCC Tel: 01474 872331
March 26-27 British Truck meeting with
Admission £10 each day Legends, Classic FF2000, D/MN
Tel: 0844 3728 200 Saloons, Clubmans Cup, Classic
Seethefirst race for the ‘new’ British FF1600and Pickups.
Endurance Championship (nee
Britcar) and the return of Formula OULTON PARK
BMW UK in the form of InterSteps BARC
(nee Young Guns) on Saturday. March 26
The Alfa Romeo Championship, Admission £13
Production Touring Cars, Mini Tel: 01829 760301
Se7ensand Migliasjoin day one’s
billon the GP circuit, before the KIRKISTOWN
hugely popular Ma5da MX5s 500 MRCI
and Caterham Roadsportsand March 26
Chesson’s Driftwill Supersports take over on Sunday. www. kirkistown.com
bescene of thrills

FORMULA 1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WORLD RALLY C’SHIP WORLD GT1

Rd 1/19 Round 3/13 Rd 1/10

Australian Grand Prix, Melbourne Rally Portugal, Faro Yas Marina, Abu Dhabi

March 27 March 24-27 March 26

formulal.com wrc.com gtiworld.com

Afterthe phantom kick-off to the seasonin Bahrain, Thescoreis one-allbetween
Formula1 2011 gets offto abelated startin Australia. Citroenand Ford afterthe Rd 5/36

Melbourne feels likeamuch more natural placetostart  firsttworounds. Getsetfor
anyway, soremembertosetyouralarmclocksto‘early’  someclassicstagesonthe

California Speedway, Fontana, USA
March 27

onSaturdayand Sunday mornings.Andwhynotstayup  gravelroadsof Portugal, nascar.com
late on Thursday night to watch the first free practice plusanall-new superspecial
session of theyearonthe BBC's red-button service? incapitalcity Lisbon. NASCAR NATIONWIDE SERIES

Rd 5/34

California Speedway, Fontana, USA
March 26

nationwide.nascar.com

INDYCAR SERIES B
Rd1/9

Melbourne: scene of
manyaTurn1spin

IndyCarsonmean
streets of St Pete

Rd 1/17

St Petersburg, Florida, USA Velopark, Brazil
March 27 March 26-27
indycar.com f3sudam.com.br
Rd 1/12

St Petersburg, Florida, USA

March 27

indycar.com/fil
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Television

1400-1500 ESPN

WRC: Rally World

Rally Portugal preview and highlights
fromRally Mexico.

FRIDAY MARCH 25

0125-0305 BBCi LIVE

F1: Australian GPfirst practice
0525-0705 BBCi LIVE

F1: Australian GP second practice
0730-0800 Eurosport

WTCC: Inside World Touring Cars
0800-0830 Eurosport 2

F1: Formula 1season preview
2130-2200 ESPN

WRC: Rally Portugal day one
Thethird round of 2011 getsunderway.
2235-2340 Motors TV

WRC: Rally Portugal day one

SATURDAY MARCH 26

0115-0215,0900-1005,1210-1310,1720-
1825 Motors TV

WRC: Rally Portugal day one
0255-0405 BBCi LIVE

F1: Australian GP third practice
0500-0730 BBC1 LIVE

F1: Australian GP qualifying
0700-0730,1300-1330 ESPN
WRC: Rally Portugal day one
1300-1415 BBC1

F1: Australian GP qualifying rerun
1515-1720,2030-2235 Motors TV
V8Supercars: Adelaide
2130-2200 ESPN

WRC: Rally Portugal day two
2235-2340 Motors TV

REVVED UP OVER

WRC: Rally Portugal day two

SUNDAY MARCH 27

0600-0900 BBC1 LIVE

F1: Australian GP
Thenewseasonstarts here!
0730-0800 ESPN

WRC: Rally Portugal, day two
0900-1000 BBCi

F1: Australian GP post-race forum
0900-1005,1200-1300,1705-1805 Motors TV
WRC: Rally Portugal day two
1005-1200 Motors TV

V8 Supercars: Adelaide

1300-1705 Motors TV

British Rallycross: Lydden
1300-1500 BBC1

F1: Australian GP repeat
Forifyoudon’tfancythatearlystart...
1400-1500 ESPN LIVE

WRC: Rally Portugal Power Stage
1900-2000 BBC3

F1: Australian GP highlights
1930-0030 Premier Sports LIVE
NASCAR: Fontana

Auto Club 400 from California Speedway.
2000-2100 BBC4

Formula One’s 60th Anniversary:
Plus CaChange

Eighteen F1champions reminisce.
2100-2200 BBC4

Grand Prix: TheKiller Years
Afilmexploringthe dangers of F1racing
duringthe1960sand’70s.
2145-2215 ESPN

WRC: Rally Portugal day three
2235-2340 Motors TV

WRC: Rally Portugal day three

THE PROCESS of
evolution, beautifully

WHAT’S ON THE BOX

explained as the survival
of the fittest by Darwin

We cast a critical eye over the best

and hilariously denied by

and worst of this week’s TV coverage

creationists (numbering
over 45 per cent of the

- In2005, man
created the WTCC

US population), is set
to take man in a bold
new direction.

Spurred on by
relentless technological
progress, the physical
limitations of our bodies
have become a major
barrier to embracing all
that life now has to offer.

Take last weekend.
Through evolution, man
created the World Touring
Car Championship. It is
not necessarily a shining
example of survival of the
fittest, but it’s survived

FINAL DRIVE
WHAT’S ON

HAUTOSPORT.com

AUSTRALIAN GRAND PRIX

The wait is over and you can follow
every moment of the opening
grand prix in Australia on
AUTOSPORT.com. From up-to-the-
minute news and live commentary,
to incisive analysis and stunning
image galleries, we’ll be all over
it, all weekend. Not only that,

but we’ll also be keeping you

on the money with regards to
Rally Portugal and the IndyCar
opener in St Petersburg.

Read AUTOSPORT.com on
your iPhone to keep up to date

AUTOSPORT.COM iPHONE APP OUT NOW

The AUTOSPORT app is now available on
iTunes. Dial up AUTOSPORT.com on your
iPhone for instant access to news, feature
articles, image galleries and live text race
commentary for a one-off fee of only £2.99
(there is no renewal cost).

For more info, visit www.autosport.com/app

nonetheless. The same
applies to 125cc world
championship bike racing
and Moto2, which emerged
from the primordial ooze
last year as the 250cc
category’s replacement.
Then, of course, there’s
NASCAR, which has done
its best to resist the pull
of evolution, but over
recent years has been
forced to yield to the
unstoppable force of
progress (even if they did
bring back the spoiler
when the new cars
made for boring racing).
And lo, all these
things came to pass
at the same time last
Sunday, rendering us
men - limited by our two
eyes, two ears and single

brain — to make a
near-impossible choice.
I did find a semi-solution:
bikes on the telly and
WTCC on the laptop via
the Eurosport website. But
when Darrell Waltrip and
the boys started to clear
their throats for the
build-up from Bristol,
something had to give...
At least I had a choice,
which was more than
could be said about the
non-existent GP2 Asia live
coverage (live biathlon is
apparently what British
Eurosport viewers would

rather watch). In Norway
or Finland I could just
about understand it, but
in Britain? And where was
the Sebring 12 Hours? The
opening round of the ILMC
- one of the blue riband
sportscar races — was
nowhere to be seen.

So in the future, surely
man will develop another
set of eyes and ears
so that all the weekend’s
entertainment can be
consumed. And you
thought internet users
only needed one hand!
Revved Up

“When Darrell Waltrip and the boys
started to clear their throats from

Bristol, something had to give..”
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THE WEEK IN PICTURES

KANE IS ABLE TO STAND IN
With Brabham and Pagenaud busy Johnny Kane

. tested the Highcroft Acura pos’_c-Sebring
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A BRIDGE TOO FAR FOR WEBBER?
During the preparations for his home GP this weekend, Mark
Webber thrashed his Red Bull over Melbourne’s Bolte Bridge

—c

.
| |

HAMLIN FEELS THE HEAT IN TENNESSEE
I_Jenny Ha_lm'lin’s Joe Gibbs Toyota flame-grills
itself in NASCAR’s Sprint Cup race at Bristol

b - - =

SRR John Player .‘;i;Jt-.:'i(|l >

oLyMPUS O

SENNA EMULATES ANDRETTI AT GOODWOOD
Bruno Sgnna was treated to a blast in Mario Andretti’s 1978 F1
world-title winning Lotus 79 at the Goodwood media day last week
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FROM THE ARCHIVE

Roberto Moreno, Australian GP, Calder Park, 1984

“Keke got so pissed at me, |
i he said, ‘I'm 9‘11'19.,.,2_.5@&,
p2% this young kid wha’g_ .k Ilqnpf i

idyI come here for :

THE AUSTRALIAN Grand Prix has beenalynchpin of the
modern F1calendar,eversince Keke Roshergwona
popularrace aroundthe streets of Adelaide in 1985.

What's easy to forgetis that theeventhadarich
history beforehand, one in which future F1driver
Roberto Moreno playedafull part. The Brazilianwon the
lastnon-F1Australian GP - the finalround of the 1984
FormulaMondial Championship (nee Formula Pacific)
at Calder Park,in Melbourne.

Moreno was king of the Formula Atlantic-based single-
seater category around Calder’s short one-mile layout,
havingwonthe’81and’83 GPs - either side of atriumph
fora certain up-and-coming French F1driver named
Alain Prost. Moreno arrived at the Victorian venuein
November’84 seekingatreble in one of the Cosworth
BDA-engined Ralt RT4s that predominated the event.

“Thatyearwas very strong,” remembers Moreno.
“They [the organisers] took [Niki] Lauda, myself,
[Andrea] de Cesaris, Keke [Rosberg]. Keke got very mad
atme, becauseinthe press meeting [before the race]
people asked me what I thoughtabout the F1drivers? [
said: ‘They are experienced drivers, they have all driven
aroundthe world, but they come hereto have a holiday.’

PLAY NOW

{BCAL THE C

Moreno beat the F1
oys at Calderin’84

Keke got so pissed at me - he said, T'm goingto show
this young kid what kind of holiday I come here for!™”
Forthethird timeinfouryears, Moreno showed the F1
‘guestdrivers’the way around Calder. He took pole and
dominated therace, after early leader John Bowe’s
similarRalt dropped out withaloose plug lead.
TheFldriversallencountered various dramas: de
Cesarissuffered fuel-pressure problems before the start
and earned himself a one-lap penalty by exiting the pits
ahead of the field! Rosbergtangled with ocean yacht
racer Peter Hopwood, before charging back froma lap
downtofinish second. Lauda (who skipped some of
practice towatch an air show while Moreno worked on
the Austrian’s car set-up) set the race’s fastest lapona
charge fromthe back, before collectinga backmarker
who had been accidentally knocked off by Rosberg!
Moreno suffered a late drama of his own, when
tailender Tom Brickley turned across him with 12 laps
torunand bentthe Brazilian’s suspension. But Moreno
nursed the car (having pulled muscle in his back) home
towin. “Racingin Australia wasimportant for my career,”
adds Moreno, whoalso won the final FIA Formula
Mondial Cup. “It helped me gaina superlicence for F1.” &

SAND PRIX PREDICIC

And win the Ultimate Motorsport Experience worth £20,00

PHOTO FINISH

THIS WEEK IN...

MARCH 30 1951

JOHN COOPER, in his Cooper-JAP, is
pictured catching Brian Shawe-Taylor’s
Connaught in the second Easter
Handicap race at Goodwood (above).
Cooper won despite starting with a
20-second disadvantage.

Stirling Moss took the first race of the
1951 Goodwood season - a five-lapper
for cars up to 1100cc supercharged
and 2000cc unsupercharged. On the
debut of the new HWM, Moss
overhauled the Cooper-JAPs of Eric
Brandon and Bill Aston to take the
Lavant Cup thrash by just 0.8s.

The JBS ‘500’ also made a winning
bow, as maker Alf Bottoms and Curly
Dryden finished one-two in the Earl of
March Trophy event, although fastest
lap went to the Cooper of Peter Collins.

Elsewhere, Luigi Villoresi won the
Pau GP for Ferrari, and John Bolster
lauded a rule change that would make
the wearing of crash helmets
compulsory from 1952.

Bl 110 0ING STARTY

EDGE
——=Rankings

Visit castroledgerankings.com/predictor
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FINAL DRIVE
RACE OF MY LIFE GOLD

JOHN LOVE

M South African GP, Kyalami M January 2, 1967 Il Cooper T79-Climax Il Almost winning in a Tasman-spec ca

v

g

I WAS A privateer entry for the
1967 South African Grand Prix
in a Tasman Cooper I had bought
from Bruce McLaren. I was
43-years old and thus the oldest
chap on the grid.

I remember looking at the car
and thinking I'd be lucky to finish
with such and old car, plus it
wouldn’t be able to carry enough
fuel for a grand prix. So I put an
extra six-gallon tank on the car to
boost the capacity. The extra tank
had a Bendix electric fuel pump to
push the reserve fuel into the main
tank. We reckoned that by the end
of the race we’d be a couple of laps
behind, managing 78 of the 80, and
there’d be enough fuel.

Practice had been good. I'd
scored second fastest lap on the
Friday, only Jack Brabham was
faster, but then Denny Hulme, Jim
Clark and Pedro Rodriguez pushed
me to fifth on the grid for the start.

At the start Denny Hulme
grabbed the lead, while I got
outdragged by the faster cars into
the first corner. Jackie Stewart,
Graham Hill and Jim Clark retired,
then a couple of laps later Jochen
Rindt retired, leaving me second
behind Hulme. Denny then lost his
brake fluid or some such story and
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“T didn’t realise I’d taken the lead until I came roun

and saw the thousands of cheering spectators waving at

me. They went bonkers, waving and gesticulating”

so [ was in the lead, 25 laps from
home. The grandstands were in
uproar. I didn’t realise I’d taken the
lead until I came around in front of
them and saw the thousands of
cheering spectators waving at me.
It was all quiet until they saw it
was me, then they went bonkers,
waving and gesticulating, and I
thought, “Well, I must be in the

lead by now; and I was.

Thad 13 laps at the head of a
grand prix and was feeling on top
of the world. It was an incredible
feeling. Even though I was a
Rhodesian, not a South African, I
was well known there, and the
South African champion at the
time, so it was like leading a grand
prix in front of a home crowd.

IN PROFILE

JOHN LOVE began racing on bikes aged
19 in his native Rhodesia. A move to
single-seaters netted him six consecutive
South African drivers’ titles before he
made the trip to Europe. He was less
successful in open-wheelers, but he did
win the 1962 British Touring Car title

at the wheel of a Mini. He made his F1
debut at Kyalami in 62 and took part in
eight further GPs - all in South Africa. He
retired from international competition

in the late 1970s, but raced on at home
until the 1990s before focusing on his
exhaust business. He died, at the age

of 80, in April 2005.

B r\ / ‘::,-._ \ =

. Love’s Cooper leads Dan

. GurneysEagle-Climax

The elation didn’t last long
though because I had to stop for
fuel. The Bendix pump had ceased
to push the fuel to the main tank
and I'd also noticed a misfire from
a loose condenser wire becoming
progressively worse. This of course
had a bad effect on fuel
consumption. I was forced to make
a pitstop and take on more fuel and
have the misfire sorted out.

The stop was terrible. Rodriguez
swept past while I was in the pits
and was uncatchable. I was
disappointed, having come so close
to winning a world championship
event. The car shouldn’t have been
so high up, but my lap times
showed I was just as fast as anyone.
I got six points and finished 11th in
the world championship that year,
for my single grand prix outing. &
Originally published on
August 8, 1991

L

JOHNSON



Motorsport Travel - Race Tickets & Hospitality

FREE 2011 BROCHURE BOOK NOW

Formula One © Le Mans 24hr = WRC © MotoGP © Superbikes © Historic

é ) é

Worldwide flexible
Go-by-Air options

Motorsport
Holiday
Coach Tours

Our Escorted Tour Packages offer -
Our Escorted Holiday Coach Tours offer

> Choice of Hotels » Executive Travel, Free Drinks, Relaxed Journey

> Airport Transfers | > Free Tour Excursions )
» Circuit Transfers

» UK Travel Team to look after you Formula One Holiday Coach Tours

Our flexible Go-by-Air options are available for all Grand Prix events. Fully Spain, Mon?co, Hungary, Belgium, Italy

escorted tours include the service of your Select Travel Team with hotel, Free Thursday ‘Excursion’ to visit the Pit Lane *

airport & circuit transfers. We offer a free ‘find a flight’ service.

* Spanish GP - 7 nights half board with beach hotel & pool £399

Australia, Malaysia, China

Extended Holiday options from £470 * Monaco GP - 7 nights Nice hotel with pool £475

 British GP - Race day travel from £42 return Tours;

Turkey, Spain, Monaco from £245 4nights €265 3nights €235 2 nights £189

Canada, Valencia from £304  German GP - 4nights £329 with ‘Mosel Wine’ excursion

British Hotel and Transfer from £175
¢ Hungarian GP - 9 nights £679

Germany, Hungary, Belgium, Italy from £215 ‘Imperial Cities Tour’ - visit Trier & Mosel, Heidelberg, Vienna,
with extended holiday options Porsche & Mercedes museum with Budapest free excursions
Singapore, Japan, Korea, India, Abu Dhabi, Brazil from £480 * German / Hungary ‘Combined’ GP Tour 12 nights £975

¢ Belgian GP - 2 nights £245 3 nights £285 4 nights £329
¢ 5 night tour with Monschau and circuit excursion £375

¢ Italian GP - 7 nights £465 with Milan and Lake Como excursions

Ferrari Marenello option - visit the world famous'Schlumpf’ museum
A y

Le Mans 24hr 11/12th June
¢ Race Tickets

e Hospitality

e Circuit Camping

Travel options Go-By ¢ Air ¢ Self Drive or join one of
our 15 Coach Tours and enjoy the
Thursday Qualifying and Drivers Parade.
Coach tours 4 nights £325 3 nights £2752 nights £239

Coach overnight direct £739 Departs UK Friday night

.

RUN BY FANS FOR FANS!

contact us on +44 (0) 1451 833 721 or email enquiry@selectmotorracing.com
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seat.co.uk

Technology to enjoy.

THE NEW ALHAMBRA.
WITH 7 SEATS, PARK ASSIST, POWER SLIDING DOORS AND MORE".

Curlous k|ds aged eight to eighty will be inspired by the new Alhambra. There’s so much to play with: power sllalng doors, a
~panoramic sunroof and seating for seven people. There’s also a range of sporty engines offering lower CO, emissions*. It’s
‘packed with other cool features too, like a rear view camera and a Park Assist feature that enables the Alhambra to park itself?

— just like maglc. Discover the enjoyment at your local SEAT dealer.

Introduce your own. famlly to our latest addltlon : "]
Range from £22 800 RRP s e : \ . HRI(!&:!;GABJE sest

-t 3 — oS i Et
g -2 o o " A e

¥

o

N A " e = 2Nl R s
ASpecifications may vary by model. *Lower CO2 emissions based on the improvements made to the new SEAT Alhambra when compared to previous model.
tRequires driver control. Model shown Alhambra SE Lux 2.0 TDI CR Ecomotive 140PS at £29,175 RRP with bi-xenon headlights (£805
RRP) and custom palette paint (E635 RRP).
Official fuel consumption for the SEAT Alhambra range in mpg (litres per 100km); urban 30.1(9.4) - 42.2 (6.7); extra-urban 42.8 (6.6)
-57.6 (4.9); combined 37.2 (7.6) - 50.4 (5.6). CO, emissions 178-146 g/km.

MEMBER OF THE VOLKSWAGEN GROUP




	page_001
	page_002
	page_003
	page_004
	page_005
	page_006
	page_007
	page_008
	page_009
	page_010
	page_011
	page_012
	page_013
	page_014
	page_015
	page_016
	page_017
	page_018
	page_019
	page_020
	page_021
	page_022
	page_023
	page_024
	page_025
	page_026
	page_027
	page_028
	page_029
	page_030
	page_031
	page_032
	page_033
	page_034
	page_035
	page_036
	page_037
	page_038
	page_039
	page_040
	page_041
	page_042
	page_043
	page_044
	page_045
	page_046
	page_047
	page_048
	page_049
	page_050
	page_051
	page_052
	page_053
	page_054
	page_055
	page_056
	page_057
	page_058
	page_059
	page_060
	page_061
	page_062
	page_063
	page_064
	page_065
	page_066
	page_067
	page_068
	page_069
	page_070
	page_071
	page_072
	page_073
	page_074
	page_075
	page_076
	page_077
	page_078
	page_079
	page_080
	page_081
	page_082
	page_083
	page_084
	page_085
	page_086
	page_087
	page_088
	page_089
	page_090
	page_091
	page_092
	page_093
	page_094
	page_095
	page_096
	page_097
	page_098
	page_099
	page_100
	page_101
	page_102
	page_103
	page_104
	page_105
	page_106
	page_107
	page_108
	page_109
	page_110
	page_111
	page_112

