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SIMPLY CLEVER

We enjoyed winning the
- IRC championship so much
- we're having another go.

To win exclusive SKODA UK Motorsport merchandise
visit skoda.co.uk/motorsport

Intercontinental

You -
@ SKODA UK Motorsport ﬁ t skodaukmotorsport.com Rally Challenge

Competition runs from 2nd March until 3rd April 2012. To enter fill in the form online at skoda.co.uk/motorsport. Terms and conditions apply
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| POLE POSITION

Even Alonso can’t keep
papering Ferrar’s cracks

OCCASIONALLY, THE FORMULA 1 WORLD

Championship drivers’ points table does lie: in

pure performance terms, there is no way that

Ferrari’s Fernando Alonso should be topping

it. That owes much to his brilliantly-judged,

perfectly-executed victory in Malaysia, which

— over a fortnight later — still seems unreal.
Barring untoward weather conditions at

5 Shanghai this weekend, or a magic-bullet

- update to his F2012, Alonso will be marginal to make Q3 again.

: Look at Gary Anderson’s Supergrid on pi18 for the true picture.

. So while that papering-over-the-cracks victory has taken the

- immediate heat off top brass Stefano Domenicali and Pat Fry,

. expect it to build again soon. The three-day Mugello test in May

. can’t come soon enough — if Ferrari can’t unlock the secret of
: its chassis’ potential there, you question if it ever will.

. @ A quick word for last weekend’s
/ ﬁ /am/ /5'

. Circuit of Ireland, which joined the
. IRC ranks. Blessed by a fascinating

CHARLES BRADLEY EDITOR
charles.bradley@haymarket.com

- battle between the Skodas of Juho
: Hanninen and Andreas Mikkelsen,
1t was a great event and a credit

. to the organisers who toiled

: so hard to make it happen.

. BAMBER'S
WEEK

) ¥

ﬁ

I
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SNAPSHOT
PIT & PADDOCK

FORMULA 3
Disturbing the idyllic Cheshire countryside

The peaceful rural scenery of Oulton Park was shattered over
the Easter weekend by the harsh bark of air-restricted Formula 3 -
power. While quite a few of the runners threw their cars at the
barriers, nobody went the whole hog and vaulted into the lake.
That’s race-one winner Jack Harvey, whose results give him the
early championship lead, in the background. Full report, p54===

Pic: Ebrey/LAT

FOR THE BEST PHOTOS ONLINE,
VISIT AUTOSPORT.COM/GALLERY
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| 1983 Derek Warwick [
bags team’s first
paints with fourth

at Zandvoort

loth
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lwinl

11 wins

1994 Michael
Schumacher bags
drivers' title

1win 1991 Michael
® Schumacher joins
the team

1992 Team moves
from Witney to its
current Enstone base

1986 First winin
Mexico, with Gerhard
Berger driving

1984 Ayrton
Senna finishes
second at Monaco

15th

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

CONSTRUCTORS’
POSITION

'81 82 83

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

1985 Teo Fabi
claims Toleman's
first pole in Germany

34 85

36 37/ 388

‘39

1995 Benetton
takes drivers'/
constructors’

double

1997 Berger takes
his final win
in Germany

1998 Team struggles
with old Renault
powerplants prepped by
Mecachrome after French
car giant pulls out

Last Benetton win in 1997

96 97

98

9

Breakthrough crucial for Lotus

‘Team Enstone’ needs to get results on the track — and soon - to sustain itself for future. By EDD STRAW

otus must convert its strong
L speed into results as soon as
possible as pressure heightens
to attract the commercial backing
necessary to re-establish the squad
as a championship-challenging force.
The ex-Renault team lies fifth
in the Formula 1 constructors’
championship, one place below its
pre-season target to break into the
top four. But the squad’s senior
personnel believe this is achievable
provided Lotus can deliver what
they describe as a “normal weekend”
after star driver Kimi Raikkonen
started the first two races from
low grid positions.
The Lotus Ezo, created under the
technical direction of James Allison,

8 autosport.com April 12 2012

has shown flashes of prodigious
pace so far. In Australia, the team’s
Romain Grosjean was 0.380s off
pole position, while in Malaysia
Raikkonen believed that pole
position was possible.

Raikkonen has finished seventh
and fifth in the two races so far,
setting fastest lap at Sepang, while
Grosjean retired early in both.

The team had already been
searching for a new title sponsor
for some time before its split with

backer Lotus was revealed last week.

Success this season is key to
bringing in the sponsorship revenue
needed to build up a squad that, in
terms of personnel and budget, is
the fifth biggest in F1 — otherwise

its priority of challenging for
titles within the next few years
could be jeopardised.

In the interim, team owner Genii
Capital will fill any deficit between
the required budget and revenues.

Genii co-owner Gerard Lopez told
AUTOSPORT: “We funded the team
last vear and the year before for
whatever difference was missing.
We would prefer to have sponsors
up to the full amount, but if we
have to fund it then we will fund it.”

But to achieve those long-term
goals, Lotus needs fresh sponsors
to join Unilever and Microsoft,
who have recently come on board.

The team retains what is
effectively a licence to use the Lotus

name, although it is understood to
have received no funds from the
car company for some time.

It is hoped that the high profile
of Raikkonen will help attract
backers, while the tough decision to
axe Vitaly Petrov and his Russian
money in favour of the highly-rated
Grosjean promises improved results,
and secured useful funding from
oil company Total.

Team principal Eric Boullier said
at the start of the season: “We are
not equal [to McLaren, Red Bull
and Ferrari]. We still don’t have the

resources and these are bigger teams.

But this 1s what we want to become.
We want to be a top team from 2013
or 2014. We now have two good



2002 Team

|

rebadged as
Renault ‘

2001 Renault
buys the team

2008 Alonso returns

M 2005 Alonso
& leads team to
title double

2004 Jarno Trulli
wins Monaco GP

2007 Switch to
Bridgestone tyres

sets team back

2011 | otus
sponsorship of
team starts

2003 Fernando
Alonso takes first
winin Hungary

2009 Renault comes close
to quitting F1 over Singapore
race-fix scandal

Back-to-back titles

‘08

09 10

Raikkonen must
deliver big result

Lopezready to
dipintopockets

Gerard Lopez

drivers, the potential to bring in
more sponsors, and in the future we
need to build up more resources.”

Despite regular rumours to the
contrary, Genii appears to be willing
to fulfil Lopez’s promise to invest
in the team when necessary to
maintain the development rate to
keep pace with those top teams. In
2010, what was then known as
Renault took a big step forward with
Robert Kubica leading the driving
strength. It proved capable of
improving its machinery at the
required rate to move forward before
switching its focus to 2011 in the
final quarter of the season.

Few doubt that the Enstone-based
team has the personnel and the
machinery to make good on its
targets. But after a start to the
season in which results have not
matched the car’s potential, it is
more important than ever to deliver
strong results in the forthcoming
Chinese and Bahrain grands prix.

NEWS

PIT & PADDOCK

AUTOSPORT SAYS..

EDD STRAW
F1 EDITOR

edd.straw
@haymarket.com

#
J

eam Lotus vanished from Formula 1 at

the end of 1994 (a brief continuation as
Pacific Team Lotus notwithstanding). And
there the name should have remained, with
a glorious historv. What has happened to
the Lotus name in F1 over the past couple
of vears is tantamount to identity theft
and has drained the moniker of anv value.

The debate over the rightful owners of
the legacy of the great name rumbled on
tiresomely for what felt like acons. At least
when Lotus Cars became involved and agreed
its sponsorship deal
with the Renault
team ahead of last
season, there was
some coherence to
the use of the name.
Lotus Cars and
the Lotus F1 team
were once again
stablemates. Even :
Tony Fernandes, boss of what is now the
Caterham F1 team, admitted it was only
right and proper for this to happen.

But this latest twist, with Lotus backing
coming to an end and what is most simply
called ‘the Enstone team’ carrving the name
under licence — with no solid link — has
shattered that illusion. A vear ago, the latest
storv about the Lotus name in F1 would have
had its many new fans in uproar, but most
of those enthusiasts jumped, disillusioned,
off the bandwagon some time ago.

This is a cautionary tale to all aspiring Fa
team owners. A famous name may have
some short-term commercial benefits,
but in the long term pretending to be
something that vou are not will not work.

What would Chapman
make of Lotus today?

BIG NUMBER

Total number of world championship races
started by what is now called Lotus since
starting out as Toleman in 1981
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Merc must show improvemen

Ross Brawn-led squad has to prove it has made progress with tyres this weekend if it wants to be a force in 2012

T he Chinese Grand Prix will be expected, partly because Nico “There has been work going on for some time on how we
the acid test for Mercedes’ Rosberg spent much of the race in create this broader base of how you
hopes of emerging as a traffic while Michael Schumacher going on for some time can use the tyres. Certain things
c:h;r:rr]lenger f::ur‘ lrac:e victﬂt::riea this _},?E-ar. retired. _ln _Malaysi‘a, th% focus was on how we use the 1'-‘,-"1' ag” are almmar? of gﬁﬁter beneiflt; more

eam principal Ross Brawn said on maximising race pace and tyre downforce or scope to have more
last Friday that he was “pretty life despite Schumacher qualifying Ross Brawn downforce is always a great help.
confident” that Mercedes has made within a quarter-of-a-second of Perhaps it is suspension geometry,
progress towards solving the tyre pole. But come the race, which was While Brawn did not go so suspension dynamics, these sorts
struggles which blighted its race held in largely wet conditions and far as to claim that the team’s of things. We have got the Mugello
performance in the first two at lower track temperatures, both tyre difficulties are solved, he test coming up soon and we will
grands prix of the year. cars — and Rosberg in particular is certain that the areas to work all be doing some things there to

So far, the F1 Wo3 has been strong  — again had tyre trouble. on have been isolated. But he increase our understanding of the
in qualifying but failed to turn that During the race, the suspicion is wary about whether there are tyres and how to use them.”
into results. Mercedes has focused was that again the Pirellis were fundamental characteristics of the A repeat of the struggles of
in recent weeks on widening the overheating on the Wo3 and car that have contributed to this Australia or Malaysia would be a
performance window of the car to degradation was being accelerated problem. He added that it might worrying sign that Mercedes will
ensure that qualifying pace can be because of the increased tyre not be until the Mugello test on not be able to achieve its stated
carried into Sunday afternoon. It temperatures. But Rosberg, who May 1-3 that Mercedes is able aim of breaking into the top three
needs to demonstrate a step forward  struggled on intermediate rubber, to complete this process. in the championship. In a pre-season
in terms of race pace in China to admitted later that the rear tyres “We are conscious of that and interview with AUTOSPORT, Brawn
prove that it is able to compete for he believed were shot “were brand looking at our philosophy to see if we admitted that “anything less would
victories as the season progresses. new still, but they felt completely are as sensitive to the situation as we  be a failure”.

In Australia, tyre degradation destroyed”. He described the can be and what we can do about it,” Mercedes is not expected to take

situation as “strange”. said Brawn. “There has been work any radical new parts to China, but

F

on the Mercedes was higher than

L "
s i
L _:L::,"-- . -

- h:"..#:'--' : L 4 '- . ': lll.
- - g paa b _'-h'-'u....-_'h.'f'.!..-n!h.‘-':;?f‘.‘. pEgy g (LN
. — %—d‘
-h\ I-’
.--;--'l—l-#-‘ 1 "'ll-‘_:.'-l--’.:_-,f_-‘,-_ — 'i" s T e . i:
= e % e
_— 7'.__._ "_J"';‘_I-';r = "'."." - _1.;“: o e . = = "I-:- - S — - _— - = - _-l:lﬁ-‘_-—-—:,.il = £ e T i, T T-J‘% -4
. : . P T _‘__-_‘- ] S _ L - 3 .:, : - . iz . ﬁf"*?ﬁ%’,ﬂﬁj*‘:? L :’HW . _J- '. l‘l

Y : 2 :{-r' T A R o

AR 2 o B L \ 1."*

Ll | e A
- = 1 o PR o g L' n RN
. -‘I‘..r.-“-‘l‘l"\’ ":j‘. [ ‘:;'i;."l-.-i' . ‘71 " ' * ‘ {'ﬂr
v i | i A Ll
S -.~+.-.¥h1~hl§.r**;-1rfﬁ§5f‘n A

Fei

T VT e Y

i -

10 autosport.com April 12 2012



NEWS

PIT & PADDOCK

Mercs qualify strongly,
thenfadeintherace
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there are likely to be further tweaks
to the car based on what was learned
in the first two races. Brawn is keen
to work through a series of set-up
options to address the way that

the car uses the tyres and this will
likely be the main focus during free
practice. The car will surely be
competitive in qualifying trim,
particularly with China boasting the
second longest straight in F1 which

plays into the hands of the team’s
controversial DRS-activated
front wing stall system. But on
Sunday Brawn will be hoping to
see his cars bag serious points after
scoring just one so far this season.
If Mercedes can do that, then
the prospects of it converting
single-lap pace into that elusive
first victory since 1955 will once
again be taken seriously.

Brawn: confident , &

'

L & "

BRAWN STILL SURE OF DRS LEGALITY

represents driver-influenced aero.

“We are confident the system is legal,”
said Brawn. “As far back as 2010, in working
group meetings, the FIA was stating that it
considered such a system to be legal because
they were questioned on it. We will obviously
be disappointed if someone took a different view,
but I think the FIA has been fairly consistent in
their position, so we will have faith that they
will maintain that consistency.”

Ross Brawn reiterated last week that he has
no doubts about the legality of Mercedes’
DRS-activated front wing system.

With Red Bull team principal Christian Horner
continuing to request clarification, Brawn insists
that the FIA has always been happy with the
design. He rejects suggestions that the concept,
which uses the deployment of the DRS to expose
a hole (1) that carries airflow to the front of the
car (yellow tubing) to stall the front wing (2),

---------------------------------------------

60 SECONDS WITH
LUCAS DI _GRASSI
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Pirelli test driver
Lucas di Grassi reveals
some of the secrets of
the 2012 rubber that
have been vexing
Mercedes this season.

How have the Pirelli tyres changed compared
to last year?

We improved the tyres without losing the wear
characteristics. There has been work in many
areas across the compound range but the core
behaviour of the tyre hasn’t been lost. Pirelli now
has much more data from 2011 to get all of the
points more correct and to be more aggressive.

Mercedes has been fast in gualifying, but
struggling with the tyres in the races.

What factors might cause this?

It's more a technical issue with the Mercedes car
than driver-related. The driver can affect the tyre
behaviour within a certain range, but Mercedes’
problems are definitely beyond this.

Why is a team like Sauber able to make the
tyres last so long?

The Saubers have been very effective at
preserving the tyres since the start of last
season, There is a comhination between the
downforce level, suspension geometry and
driving style that is very well suited to the
construction of the Pirelli tyres.

S0 a car’s characteristics are the key
influence on the tyres?

Car characteristics are the main factor for tyre
usage and performance, but you can see between
some team-mates a considerable gap. To drive
very smoothly is not always positive, especially
in low temperatures or with hard compounds that
need high energy to heat up and perform well.

Will the teams get on top of the tyres more

as the races go on?

Like last year, teams will understand the tyres
much better as the season goes by. I don't believe
that the unexpected performances in the first two
races were completely related to the tyres though;
mainly it was down to adverse conditions.

Lucas di Grassi was talking to
AUTOSPORT F1 editor Edd Straw

2012's tyres are better, but
keep wear characteristics

April 12 2012 autosport.com 11



Tifosi happy toworship non-
Italians intheir beloved cars

Italy not missing home star

Lack of Italians on the grid is not hurting the sport in a nation where Ferrari is more important than anything else

ormula 1 in Italy has not been
weakened by the loss of drivers

from the country, with the
sport’s popularity unatfected by
Jarno Trulli losing his seat.

Last month’s Australian Grand
Prix was the fOrst since the 1973
German race with no Italians on the
entry list. But television viewing
figures in [taly have shown no
adverse effects, emphasising that
Italian interest in F1 has been
focused fully on Ferrari for decades.
The support for the team over
drivers was thrown into stark relief

12 autosport.com April 12 2012

in 1983, when the tifosi cheered
home driver Riccardo Patrese
crashing out of the lead in his
Brabham, handing victory to
Ferrari driver Patrick Tambay.
The ongoing popularity of Fa
proves that the attitude of fans in
[taly remains the same. According
to Vitantonio Linzzi, who is
currently out of an F1 seat and
needs to raise funding to return, it
is a handicap for Italian drivers in
terms of bringing in sponsorship.
“Look at the grid — McLaren has
two British drivers and Mercedes

has two German drivers,” Liuzzi told
AUTOSPORT. “You have to earn
your place, but I'm sure that in
the last 20 years there have been
[Italian] drivers that have shown
they can win races. It’s a handicap.
“In Italy, we don’t have big brands
behind us and the entire nation
behind us like the Spanish with
Fernando Alonso or the South

» An Italian hasn't finished in the top
three of the drivers’ championship since
1992, when Riccardo Patrese was
second for Williams.

Americans with their drivers.”
Ferrari last ran an Italian driver
full-time in 1992, when Ivan Capelli
drove for the Scuderia. Since then,

the likes of Nicola Larini, Luca
Badoer and Giancarlo Fisichella
have acted as stand-ins, but not
since the 1996 season, when Larini
was close to securing a full-time
ride before losing out to Eddie
Irvine, has Ferrari had an Italian
driver near the top of its wish list.
Ferrari chairman Luca di
Montezemolo has suggested that he
would be willing to place a young




ITALY’S LEADING DRIVERS (WINS)

Alberto Ascari 13 wins ;
Riccardo Patrese 6 wins
Michele Alboreto 5 wins
Giuseppe Farina 5 wins
Giancarlﬂ FiS:IChEHE] 3 wins » Alberto Ascari was the last
_ ) _ Italian world champion in 1953.
Elio de Angelis 2 wins

Britain
Italy
France
Brazil

Austria
Australia
Finland
Switzerland

TOTAL STARTS BY NATIONALITY

TITLES BY COUNTRY

PIT & PADDOCK
r ‘,‘ F "

' Other* 7

» Former Ferrari, Minardi and
Scuderia Italia driver Luca Badoer
holds the unenviable record of the
most starts without a point. He
started 50 races from 1993-2009.

. Australia 4

Argentina 5

J
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RACE WINNERS BY NATIONALITY

"r}} The last victory for an Italian driver

came in the 2006 Malaysian Grand Prix,
when Giancarlo Fisichella won for Renau

It.

Argentina
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*all statistics based on world championship races 1950 to the present day, excluding the 11 points-scoring Indianapolis 500s.

Italian driver in a third Ferrari,
should his team be allowed to
supply customer cars, but currently
the chances of an Italian breaking
into Ferrari’s line-up are slim. As
for other teams, funding is difficult
to come by in [taly. Also, McLaren is

» Italian participation in F1 peaked

in 1989, when a total of nine drivers
scored world championship points.
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r‘}} Italian drivers have locked out
the podium three times in world
championship races. The most recent
came in 1953, when Alberto Ascari,
Giuseppe Farnia and Felice Bonetto
finished first, second and third in the
. Dutch Grand Prix.

reputed to still be wary of signing
another [talian driver after Andrea
de Cesaris’s error-strewn 1981
season, although time will likely
have healed that wound by now.
The Italian driver best placed
to graduate into Fa this year was
arguably 26-vear-old Luca Filippi,
who starred on his way to second
behind now-Lotus driver Romain
Grosjean in GP2 last vear. He has
turned his back on Europe in favour
of IndyCar and believes that the
lack of support for Italians in car
racing, despite their success in
karting, is strangling voung talent.
“We need something to make
our kids want to race go-karts and
believe in something,” he told
AUTOSPORT. “I grew up with
Patrese, de Cesaris, [Michele]
Alboreto and then Fisichella and
Trulli. I dreamed about following

them and thought it would be
possible. It would be a big shame
if motorsport in [talv slows down
because our kids start thinking
that F1 or professional motorsport
is not achievable anymore.”

Those who do thrive in karting
often opt to remain there as it
is possible to earn a living as a
professional competitor. The
alternative is to try to raise the
£€200,000 or more required to
graduate to a category like Formula
Renault. And even success there is
no guarantee of progressing further.

In a country where Ferrari is
motor racing, at least as far as four
wheels are concerned, it’s difficult
to know what can change this
situation. The days when a quarter
of the grid were [talian may never
return, even if Ferrari do recruit a
home driver in the near future.

April 12 2012 autosport.com 13
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MADE FOR MONACO
ENGINEERED FOR THE M25
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THE RENAULT MEGANE 2012

It's no surprise to see the Renault Mégane 2012 line up eﬁurtle ' 'i:ihg the miles - the new diesel dCi 110 Stop & Start engine
delivers an impressive 80.7 MPG on a combined cycle while pr I | mg!km uf C[}E And because it features Stop & Starl
technology — as do all three of the Renault Mégane’s new. . -_. s — iPs &

delivering great fuel savings, perfect with fuel prices j,_r  record hi _'. I'Start Assist and the brilliant Visio system by Renault are
more useful technologies that create an unmatched )erience and ;yjpruue safety. Find out more and you could win a luxury
weekend in Monaco, just visit renault.co.uk/monaco == s ff':,f

FOUR YEARS Win a weekend in Monaco,

visit renault.co.uk/monaco DRIVE THE CHANGE

RENAULT

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (I/100km) for the Mégane Coupé GT Line dCi 110 Stop & Start are: Urban 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 88.3 (3.2);
Combined 80.7 (3.5). The official CO, emission is 90g/km.

+""' "= Vehicles are covered by a warranty package for up to 48 months. The first 2 years are unfimited mileage, followed by a further 2 years up to 100,000 miles. Please see the warranty terms and conditions (renault.co.uk/warranty) for further defails. Servicing offer

covers cars for 4 years or 48,000 miles, whichever comes first. Services must be carried out in line with the manufacturer’'s minimum maintanance programme reqmremm its and servicing intervals, and can only be carried out at a Renault Approved outlet.
Renault Assistance Roadside Cover is provided in association with the AA. Cover from month O to 36 includes assistance at the roadside and home, national recovery, anward travel and European cover. Cover from month 37 to 48 includes Roadside and Homestart (including
a local tow to an authorised Renault dealer). The provider of this cover is the Automaobile Association Limited. For Finance, guarantees and indemnities may be reguired. You must be at least 18 and a UK regigant [excluding the Isle of Man and Channel Islands) to apply
Finance prowided by RCI Financial Services Limited, PO Box 148, Wattord WD/ 1FJ. Avaitable at participating dealers only. Mot available in conjunction with any other schemes or finance offers, please check with your local dealer for information. Offers are available to retail
and business customers (but exclude fleet customers with own terms), and are valid on new vehicles, at paint of new vehicle registration, when ordered from 1st February 2012 until further notice. Visit renault.co.uk/4plus
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HRT icl(s
up Chinese
test driver

HRT has signed 24-year-old
sometime A1GP Team China
driver Ma Qing Hua to its new
development programme. The
team, which has recruited him
for commercial reasons, has said
that he could drive in this year's
F1 rookie test depending on
progress in private tests with
non-F1 cars and simulator work.

2010 2 starts in

: Superleague Formula -

: best finish 12th (right).
: 2009 2 races in British F3 :
- National Class - best :
+ finish 4th ;
- 2008 11 starts in Spanish
: F3 - best finish 7th :
- 2006 6 starts in

- Formula Renault NEC -
* best finish 11th

2005 1 start in A1GP -
17th. 1 start in Italian
F3000 - 11th. 16th in
Asian Formula Renault

Argentina gunning for Korea slot

The mooted return of Formula 1 to Argentina could take place as early as 2013, with the planned race at
Mar del Plata potentially taking Korea's slot on the calendar. The future of the loss-making Korean Grand
Prix (below) beyond this season remains uncertain. Argentina has yet to secure a deal for a race.
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Villeneuve
to drive late
father’s Ferrari

Former world champion Jacques Villeneuve will
demonstrate a Ferrari 312T4 raced by his father Gilles
at the team’s test track of Fiorano on May 8, the 30th
anniversary of his death in qualifying for the 1982
Belgian Grand Prix. A Ferrari statement described the
demo as “a fitting occasion to evoke the memory of a
man who has and always will have a place of honour in
the history of Ferrari”. Villeneuve drove a 1978 31273 at
the Goodwood Festival of Speed (below) in 2004.

(AR L R R ERERERNERERNENEREEREEEEEREEEENERNENEENEENEEEERERDEN]

It isn’t a speed problem,
it’s something that he
has to solve himself.
He has to close his
eyes, enjoy himself
and remember that
he is doing this
because he likes it

!

Rubens Barrichello’s advice
to struggling compatriot
Felipe Massa
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_otus man

joins Renault

Lotus deputy technical director
Naoki Tokunaga has joined Renault
F1. He will head up the new-
generation engine programme,
which will produce the 1.6-litre

V6 powerplant to be used in F1
from 2014. The 46-year-old joined
Lotus, then known as Benetton, as a
vehicle dynamics engineer in 2000.

PIRELLI
CONFIRMS
COMPOUNDS

Pirelli has selected its tyre
compounds for the three races to
follow Sunday’s Chinese Grand
Prix. In Bahrain medium and soft
will be used, it’s hard and soft for
Spain, while in Monaco it will

be soft and super-soft rubber.

Fresh calls to
cancel Bahrain

Calls to cancel the Bahrain Grand
Prix (right) have intensified. Labour
MP Richard Burden insists Bahrain
has not shown that “genuine and
sustainable reform is taking place”,
while 1996 world champion Damon
Hill, who previously supported

it, warned that staging the race
“could be really damaging for F1”.

BAHRAIN LATEST :: AUTOSPORT.com
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A ‘Sino’ the times:
blast-off at Shanghai

CHINESE GP PREVIEW

FACTS, STATS, TRACK GUIDE, TV LISTINGS AND MORE

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

Nice track, shame about the attendance

Thisis Formula 1's ninth visit to Shanghai, and the race still hasn’t become a hit with the enormous pnpulatimn

hina hasn’t exactly taken to
CFDrmu]a 1, much as the one

billion-plus population of the
country appeals to the sponsor
finders in the paddock.

In fact, few in Shanghai seem
aware either of F1 or the track on
their doorstep, which is unfortunate
as, by and large, it’s a popular venue
with drivers that has produced some
good races since joining the calendar
in 2004. Last year's dramatic victory
for Lewis Hamilton, his late-race
pass on Sebastian Vettel making
him the first driver to win the
event twice, is a case in point.

This is a track that combines

16 autosport.com April 12 2012

some challenging corners in the
middle sector in particular, with a
long straight ideal for overtaking.
Last year, the 0.73-mile run to Turn
14 (the second longest straight in
F1 and just 0.01 miles shorter than
Korea’s blast to Turn 3) served up
huge amounts of DRS-assisted
passing. It will likely be a similar
story this year, although the aim is
to make DRS-passing less of a dead
cert than it was first time round.
With the field tightly bunched
and team form fluctuating, the
2012 running could be China’s best
race yet. It’s a shame that so few
spectators will be there to enjoy it.

Some locals doget
mumlued withGP

AND GARY
ANDERSON’S
AUTOSPORT

SUPERGRID

Attendance has
never taken off
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F1 PREVIEW
CHINESE GP

Teams with

L
mMost wins -

» ; =B SINOPEC SINCEC
B iZa i "HINESE : 4 5 CHIN. E
- BN~ /] ; ™ ¢ wwDrrix BB "N GRAN" RIX
Ferrari3 Lt TURAT B »
- ; . E E ‘-.rl..l i

HAT 004

Lewis Rubens Fernando
Hamilton Barrichello Alonso

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Michael Schumacher 1, Kimi Raikkonen 1,
Sebastian Vettel 1, Jenson Button 1

Races at Shanghai: 8

AVERAGE NUMBER OF FINISHERS

/.3/2

W e
N Average winning margin: 6.325s
Biggest: 14.925s (2008); smallest: 1.035s (2004)

Red Bull's maiden win
cameinChinain 2009

Percentage of
race winners
who went on
to win the title

0CK
HE LATEST FROM THE F1 PADD
BT T S ITHAPPENS WITH

cCOM

0700-1015 Grand Prix LIVE
LIVE (Sky Sports F1) (BBC1, Sky Sports F1) 0745-0945 Grand Prix LIVE ONLINE COVERAGE AUTOSPORT.com will bring you up-to-the-minute coverage
0655-0830 Free precice 2 0653-0830 Qualifying LIVE (BBC Radio 5 Live) of every race weekend from our team of reporters in the paddock. Look out for
LIVE (BBC Radin 5 Live 5X) (BBC Radio 5 Live 5X) 1430-1650 EP replay (BBC1) additional features inour PLUS section, and live commentary too.
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PIC:-DUNBAR/SLAT

percentage deficittothe outrigh
season, using their best lap from

Hamilton 100.000

100%

GARY ANDERSON’S

SUPERGR;D

AUTOSPORT technical correspondent Gary Anderson
is compiling anindex, created by taking each driver’s

t pace overthe
each grand prix

weekend. This graphic shows each driver’s
average after two races compared to the theoretical
absolute pace, whichis expressed as 100.

Grosjean 100.410

A

Vettel 100.613

Sebastian Vettel led the way on this
page throughout 2011 on hischarge
tothe world championship. His fall
from grace illustrates Red Bull losing
its advantage on single-lap pace.

Kobayashi 101.614

Ricciardo 101.645

Button 100.126

Romain Grosjean has two early-race
DNFsto his name, but the Supergrid
shows that both he and the Lotus
E20 have plenty of speed.

Rosberg 100.512

Webber 100.513

Raikkonen 101.152

Alonso 101.486

Scramble all the way back to 10thon
the Supergrid and you find world
championship leader Fernando
Alonso. Andifthat’s not enough
proof of Ferrari’s struggles...

Schumac
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HAMILTONSTEALSIT FROMVETTEL
Lewis Hamilton bagged his first 2011 win
with a late pass on Sebastian Vettel. The
McLaren driver started third and followed
team-mate Jenson Button past poleman
Vettel off the line. Hamilton ran a three-

stop strategy compared to Vettel’s
two-stopper, and the decisive pass came
with four lapstogo at Turn 7. Mark Webber
chargedtothird from 18th on the grid.

2011 CHINESE GRAND PRIX
P05 DRIVER
1 Lewis Hamilton (McLaren)
¢ Sebastian Vettel (Red Bulll

3 Mark Webber (Red Bull)
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AND AS FOR THE REST...
AUTOSPORT has grown
tired of Formula1's
backmarkers disrupting
the scaleonour
Supergrid, sowe’ve
introduced ourown
cut-off. Any carwhich
can'tappearonthe new
scale will be listed here.

Glock 105.808
Pic 106.281
De la Rosa 108.023  104%

Karthikeyan 108.558 ‘
Petrov
103,992

...then how about the form of Felipe
Massa? He was at the back of the ;
midfield group before the Malaysian
GP, and remains there afterittoo. |

Massa 102.259

TRACK GUIDE SHANGHAI NUMBER OF LAPS 56
CIRCUIT LENGTH J3.387 MILES
LAP RECORD 1:32.238 - M SCHUMACHER (2004)
UK START TIME 8AM

SECTOR 1

FASTEST CORNER
TURN 7 165MPH

6TH GEAR 3.4G

BIG BRAKE

TURN 14, 194MPH-40MPH
130 METRES, 2.95 5.9G6

DRS DETECTION

SECTOR 2

DRS ZONE

T0P SPEED - 194MPH

April 12 2012 autosport.com 19
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NISSAN

Bob looked his passenger in
the eye. "Are you telling me this

JUKE ground-breaking new Nissan

Juke 1.6 Acenta Premium

comes with colour reversing camera,
touch-screen navigation and

17" sport alloy wheels?”

He raced on. “And a

£700 Advance Rental Contribution,
low-cost servicing at £249 and

Nissan Roadside Assistance.

All for £199 a month?”

“Yep, came the reply
from the passenger seat.

Bob tried to suppress a grin, but failed.
He was on the open road in control of
the UK’s first compact crossover
and life was good.

Get the whole story

Read on at nissan.co.uk/offers

NISSAN JUKE
£13.395 - £21.495 Nissan. Innovation That Excites.

Nissan Juke 1.6 MAN: URBAN 36.7mpg (7.7L/100km), EXTRA URBAN 55.4mpg (5.1L/100km), COMBINED 47.1mpg (6.0L/100km), CO2 emissions 139g/km.

Advance rental £3,515 followed by 41 monthly rentals of £199 and a final rental of £5,898. Offers valid until 30 June 2012 at participating dealers only. Rental stated
i for Nissan Finance Lease. Comparable payments are available on our personal contract purchase product = ask your dealer for details. All figures are inclusive of VAT. Once you have paid the final rental you can
keep using the car by paying an annual rental of £60; if you choose Nissan Finance Lease then you will never own the car. Finance quote includes £700 Nissan Advance Rental Contribution and this is available
on Acenta grade and higher grades only, excludes Visia. Offer is not available in conjunction with any schemes or other offers. A guarantee and indemnity may be required. Finance, sulﬂ:ct to age and status, to be
provided by RCI Financial Services Limited, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1F). Terms and conditions apply to all offers in this advert, please visit www.nissan-offers.co.uk or your local dealer for further information.
3 reara low cost servicing ot 18,000 miles per annum, whichever comes first and includes a maximum of three services. Breakdown services are provided hg RAC Motoning Services and/or RAC Insurance Limited.
All vehucles are deliverad with the fst regustrabion fee and 12 months road fund licence paid. Informabon comect at time of going to prnt. Missan JUKE 1.6 Acenta Premium, subject to avalability and model shot
is for illustration purposes only. Nissan JUKE shown has metallic paint at £475 inc. VAT, Nissan Motor (GB) Limited, The Rivers Office Park, Denham Way, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 8Y5. 201208/B
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STRAIGHT TALK
DAVID COULTHARD
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13-time GP winner and 2001 world title runner-up

With the Chinese Grand

Prix looming, Ferrari finds
itself at the top of the pile.
But can it sustain its
surprise lead in the face
of its current issues,

not to mention the poor

form of Felipe Massa?

As Alonsowon, Massawas mired in the midfield

ho would’ve expected that
Fernando Alonso and
Ferrari, after all the doom

and gloom predicted of them
pre-season, would be leading the
world drivers’ championship after
the opening two grands prix?
Ferrari has endured a very
troubled start to the year, and
although it’s the nature of the
beast that you need to keep
reinventing yourself to stay
competitive in the complex
world of F1, there will always be
unexpected twists and turns to
any given season. Alonso made
sure he took full advantage of the

o
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chance that came his way in
Sepang. It was a fully deserved
victory, and Fernando came alive
when the conditions changed in his
favour. He's a class act, that’s no
surprise — a guy who has just that
right amount of energy and focus.
Alonso is always a threat when the
opportunity arises.

Because of its long association
with Formula 1, and without
wishing to be disrespectful to the
other teams, you can’t help but feel
a certain level of affinity towards
the Scuderia. It feels strange to see
a Ferrari languishing outside the top
10 like in Melbourne qualifying; in
fact, I don’t think that’s good for Fi.

ONE SWALLOW DOESN’T MAKE A SUMMER
How long will it take for Ferrari

to fix its problems? Well, if you’'re
further away from the peak, yvou
can make bigger steps towards it.
While McLaren and Red Bull are

in the process of fine tuning,
Ferrari will be able to make large
jumnps towards them — presuming
it can discover the necessary
improvements its package requires.

The victory in Malaysia has
to have taken the pressure off
the Ferrari management, and
unquestionably given them a bit of
breathing space. It’s nice to get one
in the bank early on, that’s very
valuable to a team that is expected
to win races. The team won that
grand prix fair and square. In
highly testing conditions, that was
a phenomenal victory. The track
conditions might have come to
them, but Ferrari needed the right
tyre strategy and Fernando had to
make the correct driving decisions
in the cockpit.

Talking to the drivers afterwards,
it was clear it had been one of
those races where it was a case of
simply keeping vour car on the
track at some points — and that
final run to the finish wasn’t a
five-lap scamper after a late safety
car, there was some serious
distance covered by Alonso with
Sergio Perez nipping at his heels.

MASSA REMAINS UNDER PRESSURE

The last degree of being quick in an
F1 car comes from confidence. Even
if you put Alonso in a Red Bull, he
wouldn’t be as quick as its regular
drivers in his first test; it would
take him a little time to find the
nuances of that particular car.
Obviously, Felipe Massa has been
at Ferrari for a long time, so there’s
no excuse in that respect, but he’s
suffered a dip in form like you’d
see in a golfer. As we saw in the

US Masters at the weekend, Tiger
Woods has been the best in the
world in the past, but he seems
decidedly average at the moment.

In Massa’s case, the team will
support him for as long as they
can, but there comes a certain
point when they have to think
about moving on. Without wishing
to beat-up on Felipe, you do
wonder why Ferrari has gone into
this year thinking it will be any
different from last year. Is it
because Fernando is comfortable,
and that’s the best way to get the
maximum out of him?

We’ve known for a while that
Sergio Perez is a star of the future,
but would Ferrari be a better team
if Massa was replaced by him?

At the moment, [ don’t think so,
because it’s not going to challenge
for the title anyway without
consistent upgrades on the car.

So perhaps looking the other
way, and ignoring Massa’s poor
performances, is the correct
strategy. After all, this team has
won a lot of world championships
and races down the years and
knows what it’s doing. #

&) P34 FERRARI’S FIGHT

A Ferrari outside the top 10?

1don’t think it's good for F1
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WITH ACCESS TO THE BEST CAMPSITES AND
GRANDSTAND SEATS

Circuit Campsites

Bleu Nord, Bleu Sud, Beausejour, Expo & Interior Musee
all available to book NOW

Off Circuit Camp Sites
Circuit car parks all still available
General Admission

Grandstand Seats
Pits, Dunlop, Barnato, Benoist, Chinetti, La Sarthe & Panorama still available
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Hospitality

For immediate booking
Call: +44 (0)1304 228866 or Fax: +44 (0)1304 242550
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Mercec
speed/

es’ qualifying
ack of race pace

conunc

rum has been

blamecd

system,

onits trick DRS
but it looks likely

that it’s only set-up errors

that have kept the team

from vying for victory

ne of the most intriguing
o prospects of the China

race this weekend will be
monitoring how the front-running
teams have responded to the reset
button that the two-week break has
given them. The time for reflection
upon the hard data the opening
two races have provided could
quite easily change the competitive
order. Perhaps the most anomalous
performer in those two events was
Mercedes, challenging hard for the
front row in both Australia and
Malaysia, but fading dramatically
in both races.

It has been assumed that the

divergent pace of the car from
Saturday to Sunday is nothing

- Merc misunderstood the

tyres in Oz and Malaysia

more than the playing out of the
advantage of its ‘double DRS’ systemn
in qualifving — where it can be used
with impunity — contrasted with
the car falling back to its ‘natural’
level in the race, where the system
can only be used occasionally on
specific parts of the track. Not so,
according to team boss Ross Brawmn.

“No, we know how much lap time
the systemn gives us,” he said last
week, “but the difference with and
without the system is not the
difference [in performance between
qualifying and race] we are talking
about.” The system is believed to
bring 0.25-0.3s of qualifying lap
time as the front wing stalls,
lowering the rear of the car and
consequently the height of the rear
wing and its drag. But the difference
in performance was more like 1s.

The difference, Brawn believes,
is all to do with how the car uses
the new-spec Pirelli tyres everyone
is still getting their heads around.
He does not believe the car has a
fundamental problem with tyre
usage, just that the set-up was
not right at either race — albeit in
different ways. “In Melbourne we
didn’t do a good enough job and
went in the wrong set-up direction,”
he says, “and in the race there we
got the tyres too hot, As a result of
that, for Malaysia [where keeping
the tyres from overheating would
normally be more challenging than
in Melbourmne] we made an effort
to go in a different direction [with
set-up], which was potentially
successful but paradoxically worked
against us a bit in the race. Because,
as it turned out in Malaysia, the
challenge [because of the weather]
wasn’t keeping the tyres cool but
getting them hot enough.”

In this way the adjustments made
post-Melbourne turned out to be in
exactly the wrong direction and the
tyres of both Michael Schumacher
and Nico Rosberg ran below the
temperature threshold — around
goC — necessary to get them
working. Worse still, after their
experience in Australia the drivers
were interpreting the lack of tyre

grip as a possible repeat of what
happened there, rather than the
opposite! “It’s very difficult to

feel the difference,” says Brawn.
“The feeling was very similar.
Interestingly, the cars that finished
first and second in Malaysia [the
Ferrari and Sauber] appeared during
practice to be very hard on their
tyres, but that worked in their
favour in the race”

So we have the fascinating
prospect in Shanghai of a Mercedes
that might vet be a genuine race-day
threat. Brawn stops short of
claiming that unfortunate set-up
choices have been the only thing
holding the car back — but he
believes they might be. “I'd like to
see a couple of clean weekends with
relatively consistent conditions and
see where that puts us, because I
think there have been a few teams
that are out of position, and maybe
we are the most extreme.”

It may seem surprising that
teams experience so much difficulty
in anticipating tyre behaviour. But
the range between too cool and too
hot is only in the order of 20C —
and there is no way of accurately
measuring those temperatures live.
There are heat sensors near the
tyres, but these give approximations
at best. They tend to get dirty,
polluting the data, and they cannot
measure the core temperature of the
tyre, which is the crucial variable
determining their behaviour. A
tyre’s core and surface temperature
do not always tally in a linear way.

Perhaps F1’s last remaining black
art is making the F1 form book
very intriguing at this early stage
of the season. But don’t bet on that
situation lasting too long; evervone
will have a good handle on the new
rubber soon enough. %

ercedes might be a genuine

race-day threat this weekend
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Le Mans on the cards,;

New Dodge likely to race at the 24 Hnurs, but there’s no hurry to take the famous name' back to France

return to the Le Mans 24 Hours
with its new GTE-class Dodge
Viper, but it has not set a timescale
for taking the iconic name back
to the French enduro.

The American manufacturer
confirmed its plans to race the
new-generation SRT Viper at last
week’s New York Auto Show at the
same time as taking the wraps off
the defmitive production car. It
announced that Riley Technologies,
which is developing the Vio-powered
SRT Viper GTS-R, will enter the
American Le Mans Series this year,
but did not mention Le Mans.

But asked about the 24 Hours,
Chrysler road-racing manager Gary
Johnson told AUTOSPORT: “That is
one of our goals, but right now it’s

c hrysler has revealed its desire to

not our primary focus, which is to get
the car competitive in the ALMS. The
Le Mans decision hasn’t been made,

but it would make sense to go back.”

Riley boss Bill Riley revealed that
his preference was to wait until 2014
before going to Le Mans.

“We need to concentrate on
developing the car and being the best
we can as a team,” he said. “We are
entering an extremely competitive
class, so it’s not going to be easy”

Chrysler gave the green light in
October to plans to race the SRT
Viper that first emerged in the
summer (see AUTOSPORT, June 23
2011). The first car, which has already
run without its definitive Roush
Industries-developed eight-litre
engine, should begin testing in
earnest next 'lTlGll'lth.

Riley added: “We were already
doing some concept work and had a
couple of chassis, but in October we
were able to get our heads down.”

[t has vet to be decided when and
where the car will race for the first
time, but both Johnson and Riley
were adamant that it will be betore
the end of this season.

Riley revealed that the intention
is to begin racing with two cars.
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New Viperhas
tested ontrack

“We are set up to be a two-car
team from the off,” he said. “We
want to hit the ground running.”

Belgian Marc Goossens, German
Dominik Farnbacher and Canadian
Kuno Wittmer have already been
signed to drive the Viper this vear.

Goossens has a long association
with Riley stretching back to the
start of the Cadillac Northstar
prototype programine in 2000.
Farnbacher has undertaken testing
on the Nurburging Nordschleife
for Chrysler, while 29-year-old
Wittmer has previously raced a
Viper Competition Coupe in the
US-based SPEED World Challenge.

Johnson has also stated that
no decision had been made on
if and when customer cars will
be made available.

IN BRIEF
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GT OUTING FOR ROSSI

MotoGP superstar Valentino Rossi will
contest the opening round of the Blancpain
Endurance Series at Monza this weekend,
The Italian will share a Kessel-run Ferrari
458 Italia GT3 with friend Alessio Salucci.

24 autosport.com April 12 2012

BUURMAN GETS GT1 CAMPAIGN
Ex-Superleague Formula frontrunner Yelmer
Buurman will contest the full FIA GT1

Woarld Championship with the Vita4One
BMW squad. The Dutchman firmed up his
deal to share a Z4 with team boss Michael
Bartels in the run-up to last weekend's
season opener at Nogaro.

SUNRED RUNNING LATE

Just one SUNRED Ford GT appeared at
Nogaro after the late arrival of the cars,
which formerly ran in the GT Brazil series.
The Spanish team will again field one car,

this time in full 2012 specification, at the
Zolder round later this month before the
secand car comes an stream for the team'’s
home race at Navarra in May.

HEAVIER SEAT AND BMW IN WTCC
The Chevrolet Cruze maintains its maximum
weight of 1200kg as the World Touring Car
Championship's compensation-weight
system comes into force in Marrakech this
weekend. The SEAT Leon has received an
additional 30kg and BMW 20kg, leaving
both cars at 1180kg. The Arena Ford Focus
will run at 1160kg after losing 20ka.

ALMS RUN FOR DALZIEL

U5-based Scot Ryan Dalziel will return to
the American Le Mans Series at Long Beach
this weekend with the Core Autosports
LMPC squad. The 30-year-old will share
the car with Venezuelan Alex Popow,
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WORLD ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP

Crash puts Toyota dbut in doubt

THE DEBUT OF THE TOYOTA TS030
HYBRID in the Spa round of the FIA
World Endurance Championship next
month was in doubt as AUTOSPORT
closed for press.

Toyota Motorsport GmbH, which is
masterminding the Japanese make's
return to the Le Mans 24 Hours this
year, was on Tuesday still assessing
the implications of an accident at Paul
Ricard for the anly TS030 in existence.
It is understood that the car sustained
damage to the monocoque that could
preclude its participation in the Spa 6
Hours on May 5.

Toyota's second car, which was
added late to its 2012 programme, is
not due to come on stream until later
in the month, in time for the Le Mans
Test Day at the start of June.

No comment was available from
TMG about its Spa entry.

Nicolas Lapierre shunted in wet
conditions last Wednesday while
undertaking performance testing
ahead of a scheduled 30-hour

o=

endurance simulation. The car was
running its definitive front-end

aeradynamics for the first time and a

lack of spares forced the immediate
cancellation of the test.

A TMG spokesman said: “The new
front-end aerodynamics were hot out

of the autoclave, which meant there

weren’t sufficient spares to repair it.”

Subsequent evaluation of the car
after the Easter break is believed to

No worries over pace for
BMW’s DTM veterans

BMW’S LEADINGDTM STARS
believethereisnoreasonto
read anything into the times
setbythe marque’s M3in last
weel’s final pre-season test
atHockenheim.

Christian Vietoris setthe pace
over the four days for Mercedes,
with Bruno Spengler’s fastest
lap for BMW 0.7 seconds off the
pace. Audi’s new A5 splititstwo
rivals, with Mike Rockenfeller
0.3s adrift of Vietoris.

But Spenglerandreigning
champion Martin Tomczyk, who
were recruited from Mercedes
and Audi respectively, believe

PICS: GIBSON, LEVITT, STALEY/LAT; LAZZARI/GETTY

BMW Bank

BMW has little to worry about.
“The last test was a positive
one,” said Spengler. “It would
obviously have been nicetohave
afewmore days, but I'msure
other teams feel the same.”
Tomczyk added: “Thereisno
pointincomparingtimes at the
moment because I'm sure that
nobody has their cards onthe
table. We made good progress.”
BMW motorsport boss Jens
Marquardt said that the DTM
returnee had “achieved all of
the goals we set ourselves”
ahead of the season opener
at Hockenheim on April 29.

Spenglerwas fastest
BMW driver at test
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Ricardincident has hit
Toyota programme hard

have revealed greater damage to the
tub than first thought.

The accident will have a major
effect on Toyota's testing schedule. It
was due to run at Lausitz next weelk
and at MotorLand Aragon for another
endurance run at the end of April.

The team stressed that the
accident was not Lapierre’s fault. It
was the result of a technical glitch
caused by water in the electronics.

o i

Pizzonia backed out of GT1

zonia deal
falls through

EX-JAGUAR AND WILLIAMS FORMULA 1
driver Antonio Pizzonia will not compete in
this year's FIA GT1 Waorld Championship.

The Brazilian, who raced in Superleague
Formula last season, had been slated to
drive a Porsche and then an Aston Martin
in the new-look series. The deal fell apart
in the run-up to last weekend's season
opener at Nogaro.

Series boss Stephane Ratel, who has
put together the Exim Bank Porsche and
Valmon Racing Team Russia Aston squads,
explained that Pizzonia and his manager,
Geraldo Rodrigues, withdrew from the deal
as a result of concerns over the quality of
his likely team-mate. “I thought we had
an agreement,” said Ratel, "but at the
last minute it didn't happen.”

FIA GT1 regular Maxime Martin came
in as a last-minute replacement alongside
Alexei Vasiliev in the LMP Motorsports-run
Valmon Aston and could remain with the
team for the remainder of the season.

AUTOSPORT SAYS..

GARY WATKINS
INTERNATIONAL-
EDITOR-AT-LARGE

ho are yvou trving to kid, Chrysler?
You’re developing a new Dodge Viper to
take on Chevrolet, Ferrari and Porsche in the
American Le Mans Series, but vou're not
committing to taking on an altogether bigger
challenge at a certain race in France held

on the middle weekend in June? Come on.

The US manufacturer will only say that it
would make sense to take the latest version
of its Vio-engined muscle car, the multi-
acrynomed SRT Viper GTS-R, to the Le Mans
24 Hours. It insists there is, for the moment,
no plan in place to try to add a fourth class
win, this time in the GTE division, to the
GTS victories it notched up with the original
GTS-R in 1998, ’99 and 2000. Surely
Chrysler is being disingenuous here... I
have no doubts that it has been discussed
in detail and that there’s a tentative date
set for a Le Mans return.

Chrysler knows that Le Mans is big news in
North America. Of course it does, because it
even set out on a programme to win the 24
Hours overall with the French ORECA team
in 2000. That’s why we all know, despite
Chrysler’s rhetoric, that the sound of the
rumbling eight-litre Vio will echo around
the Circuit de la Sarthe sometime soon.

Chrysler will bolster

Le Mans GT ranks

Riley and Viper together again

Riley Technologies’ forerunner, Riley & Scott,
built the first 10 spaceframe chassis for the
original Dodge Viper GTS-R back in 1996.
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SPEEDWAY KIT
— HITS TRACK

IndyCar’s new speedway aero configuration was
track-tested at Indianapolis for the first time last

week. Featuring taller and lighter rear-wheel guards,

the kit will be used for the Indy 500 and at Fontana.
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No equalisation for Indy aero kits

Series rules out performance balancing when regulations are freed up from the start of next season

performance balancing when
it opens up its regulations to
allow alternative aero kits for 2013.
Teams and manufacturers will
have the freedom to design their
own aero kits or buy third-party
items from elsewhere next season
in an effort to provide greater
brand differentiation.
But according to IndyCar
vice-president of technology
Will Phillips, the series has no
intention of trying to enforce parity
once teams move away from the
standard Dallara package. “That’s
competition,” he told AUTOSPORT.,

I ndyCar has ruled out any

LINDY 500

“We have a set of regulations

for the engine production, and
someone’s engine is going to be
more powerful than someone else’s.

There is a set of aero kit regulations,

and someone is going to make a
better interpretation of those
regulations than another person.
Someone’s going to get it right,
somebody’s going to get it wrong.”

Aero kits will have a mandated
lifespan of two vears in an effort to
keep costs down, however Phillips
said there could be some scope for
specific parts to be re-homologated.
This could offer a lifeline to anyone
who is off the pace.

Newman/Haas for Alesi

EX-FORMULA 1STARJEAN ALESI
believes his deal to enterthe
Indianapolis 500 with Newman/Haas
will give him the best opportunity to
get to grips with American oval racing.

Alesiis ready for Indy

The one-time grand prix winner’s
contract torace for the former title-
winning squad was signed last week,
and Alesitold AUTOSPORT thathe
was keeping his expectationsincheck
for his attack on the ‘Month of May’.

“It's fantastic because I need as
much support as Ican getfromthe
team,” said Alesi. “I have to be realistic,
but I’'m taking it very seriously.”

READ EXCLUSIVE JEAN ALESI Q&A ON

SAUTOSPORT.com T8

All"12 cars are the same shape

GM racing director Mark Kent,
who oversees the Chevrolet engine
programme, told AUTOSPORT that
it was critical the 2013 regulations
offer freedom in enough areas to
prevent the cars all looking the same.

“If IndyCar can come up with

rules that allow some flexibility in
areas that are not as aero-sensitive
and would allow us some identity,
that would be a good result,” he said.
“But if the rules allow flexibility
in highly-sensitive areas for aero,
then I think you’re going to see a
common shape. That’s the challenge
for IndyCar; to figure out how to
have different-looking cars that
can be aerodynamically similar.”
Two weeks ago Phillips revealed
a draft set of the new aero regs to
all the parties that have expressed
an interest in producing aero kits
for 2013. The final regulations are
due to be signed off by May 1.

INDYCAR

Phoenix wants IndyCar test

PHOENIXINTERNATIONAL RACEWAY
boss Bryan Sperber has asked for a multi-
car testto evaluatethe track’s recent
repaving work before committingtoa
returnto the IndyCar calendar next year.
The one-mile oval, whichisone of
severaltracks in discussion with IndyCar
CEORandyBernard about a possible
datein 2013, spent $10 million on repaving
and reconfiguration work last year. |R
Hildebrand and Marco Andretti have both
runonthetrack relatively recently but
were notintandem, and circuit chiefs are
understood to want confirmationthat the

New-spec Phoenix
hosts NASCAR

carscan put on agood show before signing
adealforareturnforthe firsttime since a
poorly-attended event in2005.

Bernard told an Arizonanewspaper that
the series could “pullthe test of " if needed.

April 12 2012 autosport.com 27
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A Daimler Brand

The new M-Class.
Big on power, small on fuel.

Seldom do words like 4x4 and fuel efficiency appear together.
However, with our new 4-cylinder diesel engine, the ML 250 BlueTEC Sport
is every bit as powerful as its predecessor, but 38% more fuel-efficient.

In fact, delivering 44.6 mpg makes it the most efficient diesel in its class.

Welcome to our new 4x4x4,

newmclass.co.uk

Mercedes-Benz

The best or nothing.

Official government fuel consumption figures in mpg (litres per 100km) for the new M-Class range: urban: 34.4-38.7 {?’ 2-6. 3_},

extra urban: 42.2- 50 4 [6 7-5. 6] Gombmed 39, 2 44 8 [8 2-7. 3} CO2 Emissions: 194 165 g/km Model shown is 2

7,010,00 on-the-road including optional Intelligent Lignt m at £1,630.00 [price in¢ludes VAT, delivery, 12 months’ Road Fund Licence, number plate
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Six new-spec engines for F3

Plenty of interest from tuning firms for 2013 rules, but no Mercedes/HWA

their intention to build engines

to the new Formula 3 rules
coming into force next season that
allow bespoke racing powerplants.

German specialist Spiess, British

firm Neil Brown Engineering (NBE)
and Japanese companies TOM’S,
Tomei, Toda and Mugen have all met
the FIA's deadline of March 31 — but

S ix companies have declared

TREVOR CARLIN (CARLIN)

AUTOSPORT understands that
Mercedes tuner HWA has not.

A Mercedes statement to
AUTOSPORT said: “We are
discussing our plans concerning F3
with our partner HWA and so far
no final decision has been taken.”

But it is already too late, as FIA
rules for the new engines — which
are intended to halve costs — state:
“The homologation needs to be
announced by the manufacturer/
tuner latest on 31st March 2012 for
the 2013 season. Each engine casting
will be homologated for four years!

For NBE it will be a return to the
top flight of F3 for the first time
since 2009, when it last supplied
current-spec Mugen Honda engines,

although it serviced Volkswagen
powerplants in "10.

NBE F3 chief Gavin Harrison said:
“We are well down the road on the
engine, putting some models out
for casting. We anticipate being
on-track with it in September or
October. The new rules are good for

F3 and will hopefully revive interest.”

Spiess is going it alone after a
six-year association with VW,
The marque’s outgoing motorsport
boss Kris Nissen said: “It’s a fair
regulation, but at the same time
F3 business has come down a lot.
“It’s difficult to make a business

model for it. Some of the investment

you have a return for leasing, some
in marketing and some in young
drivers. But the budget is too high.”

PIT

PADDOCK
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WHO ARE THE FUTURE
F3 ENGINE SUPPLIERS?

MUGEN
Japanese firm’s Honda engines enjoyed
incredible success, particularly in LK

NEIL BROWN
Best known for its once-dominant days
in Britain with Mugen Honda engines

SPIESS
German firm enjoyed success with VW,
and before that was Opel’s tuner

Japanese company that has long links
with Honda. Already running engine

TOMEI

Nissan specialist across all categories.
Its F3 project has just made its GB debut

TOM'S
Glittering history with Toyota in all major
categories of |Japanese motorsport

RICHARD DUTTON (FORTEC)

PICS: EBREY/LAT

€61 can't see why

we wouldn't stay with
Spiess. That would
be good for us in case
VW wants to come

back in at some point.

But it's all a bit of a
- trip into the unknown
- the first time in donkey's years it's a clean
sheet of paper. You don't know what's
going to be the best engine ¥?

ANTHONY HIEATT (DOUBLE R)

$€1f there’s no Merc,
Neil Brown looks
logical. I'd be happy
with that, because
they always do good
engines and I like
putting money into
the local economy.

It’s back to the old days of tuners rather

than manufacturer support, which

hasn’t actually done F3 much good.??

close to a deal with N
Dutton has a relationship dating back to

the 1570s in Formula

Dutton did not

want to comment on
the record before
Mercedes puts out any
statement about its
future — or otherwise
- in F3. But his team
is believed to be very
eil Brown, with whom

Ford 2000.

RUSSELL EACOTT (T-SPORT)

W Swe'll see
. what develops.
But yes, we're
in discussion
with ThreeBond
[to continue
with Tomei
power — for
the first time, T-Sport is using
ThreeBond-funded, Tomei-tuned
Nissan engines this season].”?
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OVAL ROOKIES GET THE NOD

Josef Newgarden, Simon Pagenaud and
USAC star Bryan Clauson passed their
IndyCar rookie oval test at Texas last week.
The test marked Pagenaud’s first run on an
aval, while Newgarden and Clauson {wha
drave a Sarah Fisher Hartman car) have
both raced an ovals in Indy Lights.

BARRICHELLO GETS EXTRA TIME

Rubens Barrichello has been granted the
extra track time allowed for IndyCar rookies
on race weekends. The Brazilian was only
classified as a rookie for oval rounds, but

ALTIMA FORCE

FOR NISSAN

Nissan will race its Altima model when it enters
V8 Supercars next year. This is how Kelly Racing’s
car could look in the Australian-based tin-top series

Data to the fore in NASCAR

Hendrick leads the way as teams start getting used to working with technology

he introduction of fuel
Tinjn:ti on technology into

NASCAR this year is
revolutionising the sport, with
category powerhouse Hendrick
Motorsports seemingly getting
a jump on its rivals in adapting
to the use of data logging.

Most racing series around the
world have had access to data from
cars immediately after sessions for
years. But until NASCAR replaced
carburettors with fuel injection
for 2012, its teams were unable
to look over data in the same way.

Now the Hendrick team has
revealed that part of its dominant
performance two weeks ago at
Martinsville — where Jimmie
Johnson and Jeff Gordon led 455
of 500 laps — was down to data
work carried out between practice

|ohnson and Gordon dominated at Martinsville

and the race. Hendrick’s director

of engine operations Jeff Andrews
said: “We went back to our shop
and did some running with the data
we gathered [in practice]. Then we
did some adjustments for the race
on Sunday.

“The drivers can look at each
other’s throttle traces and brake
pressures and really compare stvles.
Before, it was a verbal conversation.”

The pool of data Hendrick has

MIS Motorsport

ON TRACK  ON EeVENT MOTOR TRADE
FPERSONAL ACCIDENT COVIMERCIAL / LIABILITYSY

mismotorsport

01943 884 555

to work from includes its own four
cars and the three from Stewart-
Haas, which uses Hendrick chassis
and engines. And five-time
champion Jimmie Johnson believes
he has been able to learn from
current title holder Tony Stewart.
“I did look at Tony’s data and
definitely know what’s going on,”
said Johnson. “It’s complicated
and I'm not going to share it with
the world, but I've got a clear
direction of where to work.”
Tearmn-mate Dale Earnhardt Jr said
he hopes data acquisition doesn’t
dominate NASCAR long-term.
“It’s better for competition for
everybody to have a few secrets,”
he said. “We should ease into how
we use the data so as not to upset
the culture of the sport, or how
things have worked in the past.”

MO TORSPORT

has been allowed extra running on tracks
he has not tested at after his team, KV
Racing Technology, put in a request.

BEATRIZ ANDRETTI DEAL DONE

Ana Beatriz's long-expected deal to drive
an Andretti Autosport car at the [ndy 500
has been confirmed. The Brazilian, whose
car will be co-run by Conguest Racing,
will also take part in the 5ao Paolo

street race later this manth.

GP3 GRID FILLING UP

Reigning Auto GP champion and sometime
GP2 racer Kevin Ceccon has joined
Ocean's GP3 team for 2012. GP3 race
winner Tamas Pal Kiss has switched from
Tech 1 to Atech CRS, while reigning British
F3 National Class champion Kotaro
Sakurai has signed for Status.

MAGNUSSEN QUICKEST IN SPAIN

Kevin Magnussen topped the timesheets
in mixed conditions over two days of
Formula Renault 3.5 testing at Barcelona.
Nico Muller pipped the Dane to top spot
on the second, wetter day.

R

TRATION: |IM BAMBE

[C5: [MS; LAT SOUTH.TLLUS

B
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No guarantees for Irish event

Circuit of Ireland is well received on its return, but organisers face a fight to sustain it as an IRC round

he Circuit of Ireland’s future
Tin the Intercontinental Rally
Challenge is in doubt, despite
support from competitors and
Northern Ireland’s First Minister
following last weekend’s event.
Last week’s rally was the
culmination of a three-year
development programme to
resurrect the world’s third-oldest
rally — one of the biggest and
best-known sporting events in
all of Ireland. Rally director
Bobby Willis masterminded and
financially underpinned the
Circuit’s return to the top. Now
First Minister Peter Robinson
is ready to repay that support.
Speaking exclusively to

AUTOSPORT, Robinson, who

enjoved a lap of the Titanic stage in

a Skoda Fabia S2o000 last Friday,

said: “This event is important to

local drivers allowing them the

chance to compete at this level.
“We’ve also come out of a long

period of conflict and division in

Northern Ireland, so we're enjoying

normality and the fruits of peace.
“This event brings a lot of people

mto Northern Ireland and that

opens the tourism industry up

to allow more people to enjoy

the new era. I hope there is a

real effort made to maintain

this level of interest. I'd like to

see this become an ever-more

popular part of the calendar.

“The rally has full government
support. The tourism minister
[Arlene Foster] is here and she
seems to have enjoved it as
well and I'm sure she’ll give
it her full support.”

There were concerns over
the event’s late addition to
the 2012 IRC calendar, with the
announcement only coming in
November last year. But Willis
and his team produced an event
that was widely praised.

Craig Breen, Ireland’s leading IRC
driver, said: “I’'m a bit biased, but
this is a fantastic rally. And now
that Bobby and his fantastic team
have IRC status, they can really
plan a way forward.”

Willis admitted that the future
for the event as a round of the
IRC was vet to be decided,
with no contract in place
vet for next season.

“The event has been brilliant and
I'm really delighted with the way
things have gone,” he said. “Before
we make any decisions about the
future we want to see what we have
got out of this year’s event and think
about the way forward for us and
IRC. I'm not going to comimnit to
anything until I see what the books
say and what the numbers look like.”

IRC organiser Eurosport Events
and Willis will begin discussions
about the Circuit of Ireland’s
future later in the year.

| IRC/WRC

Hanninen holds Volkswagen WRC hope

CIRCUIT OF IRELAND WINNER JUHO
Hanninenis hoping to propel himself back
into the Volkswagen Group limelightinthe
hope of landinga Polo WRC drive.
Hanninenwastipped 12 monthsagoasa
near-certainty forVolkswagen Motorsport’s
2013 World Rally Championship
pragramme, butsince thenfellow Skoda
Super2000driver Andreas Mikkelsen has

32 autosport.com April 12 2012

beensigned by the German manufacturer.
Hanninen beat MikkelseninIreland
last weekend and is desperate for more
opportunitiesto show what he cando
againstthe Norwegian.
“Andreasisdefinitely a driver for the
future,” said Hanninen, whose Skoda
programme is based around the European
championshipthisseason. “Heis now that

fast personwhoit'simportant to beat.
[hopeIget other chances this seasonto
measure myself against him. Beating him
andwinning thisrallyisone of the biggest
results for my career.”

Hanninenwonthe Circuit of Ireland
after Mikkelsen hit a straw bale and
droppedtimeinoneofthe all-time
closest fights for IRC victory.
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lEEasnlly GB

route gets
overhaul

THEROUTE FOR SEPTEMBER’S
Rally GB has beensent forapproval
tothe FIA-and it willinclude the
expected significant changes

from lastyear's event.

The 2012 planwas due with the
FIAvyesterday. There has beenno
official commenton precise details
of theitinerary but, as predicted by
AUTOSPORT, the central service
park will return to Cardiff.

The Builth Wells service park,
which proved unpopular with the
teams last year, has beenlosttoa
clashwith a livestock sale at the
Royal Welsh Showground on the
same September 15/16 weekend.
Instead, the organisers willreturn
to Cardiff toservice outside the

Millennium Centre, a popular
venue close tothe city’s docks.

Like last year, the rally will get
under way with a ceremonial start
from Llandudno town centre on
Thursday September 13. The cars will
thenremain onthe North Wales coast
- without contesting the Great Orme

Changes coming for Wales this year

but Friday will be a much more
demanding day, withmileage inthe
Dyficomplex along with actionin
Hafren, Sweet Lamb and Myherin.
Fridaywill be the only day torun
aremote service outside Cardiff,
with the crews expected to service
inWelshpoolor Newtown.

NEWS
SPECIAL STAGE

AUTOSPORT SAYS...

DAVID EVANS
RALLIES EDITOR

david.evans
@haymarket.com

stage - before heading south foran

opening day made up of the first

two legs of last year’s event.
Clocaenog will not be used,

IN BRIEF
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MIKKELSEN’S ALL-CLEAR
Skoda UK driver Andreas Mikkelsen
has been given the all-clear after
being taken for a CT scan following
his Lisburn shunt on last week's
Circuit of [reland. The Norwegian
admitted he felt ill after hitting

his head when his Fabia 52000
sideswiped some straw bales.

The diagnosis was a perforated
eardrum, and that the reigning
champion will make a full recovery,

HANNINEN®'S CONSISTENCY

Circuit of [reland winner Juho
Hanninen cannot be accused of
inconsistency. He clocked the same
time of 57.9 seconds on both his
runs at the 0.65-mile Lisburn test.

AUSTRALIA WANTS FINALE
Rally Australia has l[aunched a bid to
hold the final round of the World
Rally Championship for the next
three years. Event chairman Ben
Rainsford has put forward a
business plan to the FIA for a
three-year agreement to keep the
WRC in Coffs Harbour until at least
2015. The FIA is working on the

'13 WRC calendar,

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Last year's Rally NI winner tweeted
at the end of every stage and made
a podcast from every service, using
footage from two cameras fitted to
his DS3 R3. Thirteen videos were
posted and 34 tweets sent - with
mare than 100,000 fans interacting
with the IRC 2WD winner on the
Armagh-based event.

MORE FOR FISHER

Beyond his WRC Academy outings,
Irishman Alastair Fisher will contest
the Ypres Rally and Rally GB in his
Ford Fiesta 52000 this year.

BREEN MAKES PEUGEOT BOW

Irish IRC regular Craig Breen
reported good progress on his
Peugeat 207 52000 debut on last
week's Circuit of Ireland. He suffered
a problem with the fuel pump on
Friday night, but was encouraged by
his pace on Saturday. I would have
been quicker if I'd started the event
in my car [Ford Fiesta S2000], but
this was how the first event was
going to be in the Peugeot.” Breen's
next event in the 207 will be next
manth’s Tour de Corse,

Breen got to grips with 207

RELENTLESS
SOCIAL MEDIA

Citroen driver
Marty McCormack
took social media
in rallying to a new
level on last week’s
Circuit of [reland.

Saturdayand Sunday will be
serviced out of Cardiff. Shakedown
and the powerstage are expected to
beinMargam - atraditional finale.

Mini has stage wins to its name

E;rodri\re sure

Minicanbhea
winner in’12

PRODRIVE WRC TEAM PRINCIPAL

Dave Wilcock says he has no doubts that
Mini can win a round of this year's World
Rally Championship - despite the British

team’s programme being scaled back.
Prodrive is expected to tackle four
more rounds of the 2012 calendar, with
aone-carentry to Rally New Zealand
lookingincreasingly likely.

Talking of driver Dani Sordo’s chances,

Wilcock said: “Providing we can keep
our driversin the car regularly so they
remain race fit, then this caris capable
of winning on gravel and Tarmac.

“We were delighted with the way
01D, the new homologation of the car,
ranin Portugal; six fastest stage times

were more than we could have hoped for.

“What we can’t afford nowisto have
along period away from rallies; we
need to keep this momentum going.
We're goingtoselect therallies that
reward us the most.”

L]Uﬁt in the middle of Armagh, endlessly
apping the city’s cathedral, I was thinking
of ever-more scathing words for this column.

All the issues that plagued Rally of Scotland
— Britain’s last brilliant-but-commercially-
flawed round of the IRC — were coming back
to haunt Scotland’s replacement: the Circuit
of Ireland. And then there were the detractors
who found the one-and-a-bit days hard to
reconcile with the amphetamine-riddled
marathons rounding a complete lap of Ireland.

I wanted a word with event director Bobby
Willis. I found him in his usual effervescent
mood, but he looked tired.

Then I remembered the last three vears of
his life had been building to this moment.

I remembered his decision to invest tens of
thousands of pounds in an event that means
everything in this part of the world, and
finally I remembered the huge gamble he took
in signing up to the IRC — while feeling the
full weight of an expectant British rallving
public — at the end of last vear.

Willis wanted signposts as well, but savings
had to be made. Better, he thought, put the
weight of the all-too-slight promotional purse
behind the Titanic superspecial. He made the
right choice. Plenty of people came and, from
what I saw, enjoved a first taste of the sport.

The Circuit made
it off the launchpad
last week and, with
commensurate backing,
it could soon be
enjoyving the kind of
fervent support that
kept rally fans and
drivers awake for a week
a couple of decades ago.

Superspecial wasa
success last week

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

[t raims,
['m going
to come
and find

you...”

Circuit of Ireland winner
Juho Hanninen after
AUTOSPORT recommends
a hard tyre for a dry
afternoon of rallying
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ernando Alonso’s victory in the
Malaysian Grand Prix certainly
showed the naysavers. Far from being
the dog that some had claimed, the
Ferrari F2012 was a winner — and Alonso
the world championship leader — within
just two races of the start of the season.
Crisis? What crisis?

Wait a minute. That’s not what happened
at all. What we saw at Sepang was a blend of
. circumstances, opportunism and a typically

' relentless Alonso performance. Far from

witnessing the prancing horse rising from
adversity, what we reallv saw was a brilliant
driver capitalising on the conditions to
triumph. It was the most unlikelv of
victories, one that came while in the saddle
of a lame steed. It meant nothing in itself

ANALYSIS
FERRARI CRISIS

alaysian Grand Prix mec
? Far fromit,as EDD ST

and the fact that it relied upon Sergio Perez,
a driver in only his 19th grand prix, making
a mistake in a far faster Sauber tells vou
evervthing that vou need to know. Ferrari
still has a lot of work to do. As Alonso
himself said, “the win changes nothing”.
That’s not to say the Malavsia victory
wasn't significant. It was just significant in
a different wav. With a declining Felipe
Massa in the second car, it’s hard to believe
that Ferrari ever had serious pretensions of
gunning for the constructors’ championship
anvway, so Alonso’s triumph, combined
with his superb fifth in Melbourne, put him
at the top of the drivers’ championship.
Superficially, that’s job done for the first two
races. That status buys time, meaning that
the Italian media and a potentially trigger-

happy Luca di Montezemolo have been
assuaged long enough for Ferrari to muddle
through the next two races in China and
Bahrain and make it to the Mugello test at
the start of Mav.

Those three days could prove crucial to
Ferrari’s hopes. If Alonso is to emerge as a
serious (rather than an illusory) challenger
for the title, he needs that Mugello upgrade
package to make the difference. By banking
big points early on in a car that he was
rightly happy merely to qualify ninth in N
Malayvsia, he has put himself in a position Wk
to capitalise if the car’s performance does
turn around dramatically.

Team principal Stefano Domenicali’s
relief was palpable after the race. He knew
exactly what the win meant, especially »
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“I think Domenicali has made
some good improvements
In the organisation without
arevolution”

Luca di Montezemolo

< considering he is regarded as the man next
in the firing line should things not go well this
yvear; 12 months ago he dodged the bullet that
took out technical director Aldo Costa.

“Considering that we have not been at all
happy with our performance level, vou look
at the numbers and we are leading the
championship with Fernando, which is really
great news,” he said. “The result doesn’t
change what we’re doing at home because we
need to improve the performance of the car
and what I have urged to mv people is to make
sure this happens as soon as possible. This is
an emotional moment, a breath [taken] while
under a lot of pressure and I hope it canbe a
boost for the people at home.”

While he talked a great deal about his
“people”, vou can bet that Domenicali also
breathed a sigh of relief on his own personal
account. It’s not that he’s by anv means a
selfish man, far from it, but the current
atmosphere at Ferrari would engender a streak
of self-preservation in the most altruistic
soul. With the Italian media baying for blood,
the demand for a scapegoat was growing.

Two vears ago it was Michael
Schumacher’s former race engineer, Chris
Dver (who carried the can for one unfortunate
strategy call that cost Alonso the 2010 crown).
Last vear, it was Costa. This year, if there is a
need for one, it will surely be Domenicali. It’s
not a question of whether he deserves to be
axed or not, it is the reality of life at Ferrari.

The gravity of Ferrari’s situation in the
build up to the season was magnified by
the way that its campaign was talked up

ANALYSIS
FERRARI CRISIS

LONSO!

WAITINGFOR
NUMBER THREE

It's almost inconceivable that Fernando Alonso is
‘only’ a double world champion. When he sealed
the second of his back-to-back titles in 2006, a
third crown seemed inevitable and some spoke of
him winning four, five... or more. At the end of the
extraordinary season that followed, Alonso had the
air of a man who was content to have lost the title
to Kimi Raikkonen in the final race. It seemed that
the satisfaction of denying McLaren the drivers’
title, after a season during which his relationship
with the team didn’t so much break down as
blow itself apart, outweighed any personal
disappointment. After all, he probably thought,
there will be more titles soon enough.

Alonso is an inscrutable character at the
best of times so it’s impossible to say with any
certainty what he really thinks about his run
of five seasons during which triple champion
status has eluded him. Does he look back with
regret at the two final-race defeats and mourn
the two wasted seasons when he returned to
Renault after the McLaren nightmare? All you
can do is read the intensity, the determination
that has shone through during the Ferrari years.
This is a man who will

Bahrainwinin 2010
was also deceptive

by chairman Luca di Montezemolo. The
promises of an “aggressive” car and a title
effort have ramped up the pressure; the team
had a mandate to push to the extremes in
pursuit of an edge over Red Bull and McLaren.
Given di Montezemolo’s political ambitions,
he will be absolutely determined to see Ferrari
succeed and create a rare good news storv for
an Italy that is mired in political scandal and
economic woe. That could make him more
trigger-happyv than ever. But during his annu
Christmas media lunch, he at least suggested
that he would be willing to be patient.
“Looking at next vear [2012], I think
that Domenicali has made some good
improvements in the organisation without a
revolution. We have Pat Fry, who is improving
the areas in which Ferrari has less experience.
I don’t want a revolution, but I want step-bv-
step improvements season after season.”
He probably wasn’t factoring in the step
back that we have seen this vear, but at least
there appears to be the realisation that the
team cannot be transformed overnight. It
must now use the time granted by that
Malavsia win. If the F2012 can get into the
game once the Mugello upgrade is on the
car then it should be enough to keep di
Montezemolo happy. Certainly, it would be
spectacular folly to give ex-McLaren man »

i ted
Alonsois mn!fac
to Ferrari until 2016

not be satisfied to retire with just two titles.
The aspiring triple champion’s fate is
now inextricably linked with Ferrari. Alonso
agreed a deal that should keep him at Maranello
until the end of 2016, by which time he will be 35.
That should be plenty of time to join that elite
group of triple champions, but then again
you'd have said that the five years that followed
title number two would have been more than
sufficient to achieve it. The Spaniard, of course,
realises this. He is the focal point of one of the
great F1 teams and in 2010, he showed just how
potent a galvanising force he can be for Ferrari.
In many ways, he is the team’s greatest asset.
And if he does make it to the end of his time
there with still just two crowns, it will be to

Malaysia win took the Ferrari's, not Alonso's, shame.

heat off Domenicali
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“We have got to improve
on other areas so that we
make decisions without
track testing”

Pat Fry

4 Frv so short a time to turn things around.
Adrian Newey has talked about how the Red
Bull RB5 of 2009 laid the foundations for all
of the team’s subsequent success; you simply
can’t make up all of that ground in one hit.

The extent of the challenge that faced Frv
when he was appointed de facto technical
director last April mustn’t be underestimated.
Not onlv is it the first time he has had full
responsibility for the whole technical side of
a team, but there are those at McLaren who
privately suspect that he might not be ideally
suited to the job.

Right now, it’s far too early to judge him.
Last vear’s underwhelming Ferrari was verv
much an evolution of its predecessor, a car
that had its days but that wasn’t able to match
Red Bull race-for-race during 2010. As well
as the rhetoric about needing to be more
“aggressive”, he was also confronted with
windtunnel correlation problems. That had
shown up when the major upgrade package
added to the car in the final pre-season test
of 2011 simply didn’t work. But it was about
more than just correlation problems; the
tunnel also had to be upgraded to allow the
team to work using airflows that simulate
cornering conditions, a belated move that
reflects a team that had lost ground once
testing was banned and the old, on-track,
empirical way of doing things was displaced
by increasingly advanced simulations.

Again, this kind of change in technical
philosophy is not the work of a moment,
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as Fry explained in an interview with
AUTOSPORT last vear.

“We are playing catch-up,” said Fry. “And
we still will be for a little while vet. So we have
got to improve on other areas so that we make
decisions without track testing. Eventually,
we’ll get there and to the point where we have
actually got an advantage from that.”

The point about decisions is a valid one.
The F2012 appears to be the product of some
muddy thinking in some areas. Fundamentally,
there are some clever ideas on the car that
have been glanced at admiringly by rival
technical directors, but what Ferrari doesn’t
have is a complete, coherent package.

One of the main areas that the Mugello
upgrade will address is the exhaust set-up.
Ferrari has slung its exhausts as far back as
possible in an attempt to maximise the
residual benefit of the blowing effect. The

.

."__-"‘1_._. e

{ %
T SR
Ly ST ‘

Fry: needs time to

’ ‘ adapt tech philosophy

.'III..--.... _;'u-:
Bl T
S T

! i . ok . '_':p_'."'l'"-_; i

F2012 has some good
, ideasinthe design

team believed that it had suffered because of
the advancement of exhaust blown diffuser
technology in 2011, and now seems to have
sacrificed the aerodyvnamic effectiveness of
the Coke-bottle section of the car in an
attempt to hang onto some of it. The next
package will include modified sidepods and
an exhaust set-up closer to the norm.

Then, of course, there’s the notorious
pullrod front suspension. Despite all sorts of
noises to the contrary, the team is adamant
that this will not change in the Mugello test,
but to some expert eves it smacks of being
“aggressive” for the sake of it. Other teams
have experimented with such a design
(including Fry during his McLaren days),
but found that the centre of gravity and
aero advantages are outweighed by the extra
weight and compromises to the set-up.

Whatever the background to the team’s
problems, several things are clear. Firstly, it
needs a big step forward at Mugello to have
anv chance of fighting for victories in a drv
race. That means an improvement of a good
second given that the current frontrunners
should also improve. That is a big ask, and
perhaps an unrealistic one. Secondly, the car
isn’t an unmitigated disaster. There are some
good ideas there and if Ferrari can understand
the shortcomings of the F2012 and solve them,
it bodes well for next season. Thirdly, now is
not the time for panic, scapegoating and
radical changes — for that would smack too
much of the constant ins and outs of the bad
old days of the Scuderia.

With steady, patient hands on the reins,
Ferrari’s current path may well be the right
one, even though the first, faltering steps
are perhaps the legacy of trying to prance
before it can trot. The true importance of
Alonso’s stunning start to the season may
be that it has bought the team the time it
needs to get it right. ¥



§ ANALYSIS
FERRARI CRISIS

EXHAUSTS EEEN

Last year, Ferrari complained that it was losing out
because it couldn’t get the same strength of
exhaust-blown diffuser effect asthe likes of Red Bull.
Yet this yearitseems to have chased what is now a far
reduced potential (thanks torule changes) at the

expense of compromising one of the fundamentals of i
the car - the Coke bottle. This area is vital for creating T
efficientdownforce, and the packaging of the sidepods
and the exhaustlayout compromises that massively
while at the same time not focusing the exhaust gases
where they can be the most beneficial. It's basically a
loss-loss situation. At Mugello, expect a package closer
to the Red Bull/McLaren/Sauber approach.

GARY ANDERSON TECHNICALANALYSIS

The late Harvey Postlethwaite once told It's probably some sound advice for Pat up with a car that they have thrown the

me that if I ever had the chance to work for Fry right now, as he has a big task on his kitchen sink at. It’s lacking the kind of

Ferrari, to “take your business card, write hands. This idea of an “aggressive” car is vision that Adrian Newey brings to a car.

how much you are earning on it and put it all well and good, but you can only have The Mugello test will be absolutely key.

in the top drawer of your desk. Whenever it  an aggressive car if you have a very clear When you take into account the progress

gets too much for you, open it, take a look design philosophy to pursue. Ferrari doesn’t  the rest of the field will make, Ferrari must

at it and realise that you can cope with it!” seem to have that and seems to have come find 1-1.3 seconds. That is a huge task. i

FRONT WING
Ferrariappearstobe having stalling elaborate, and the fact that it was still back- I
issueswhenrunning athighspeed and to-backing front wings in Malaysia suggests = EE
has added extraslot gaps on the outer section either that the windtunnel correlation N
ofthewingtotry to keepthe airflow attached. problems are stillthere, orthat the team s
The endplates have also become more at least not confident inthe figures.

PULLROD FRONT SUSPENSION

It's hard to see what the overall benefit is of this.

There'saslight centre of gravity advantage and
perhaps you can better control the wake of the front
wing. [t seems that after resisting switchingto the rear
pullrodsforso long, Ferrari has decided it must alsorun
them on the front even though no one else has. Asfor
the suspension itself, because of the way the geometry
changes under load thereis ahuge compromisein
terms of the camber Ferrari can run on the front wheels.
This reduces the contact patch under braking and in
slow corners, thus providing less grip.
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A Formula 1 car’s performance makes incredible demands on its
brakes. ANDREW VAN LEUWEN takes a look with the help of Brembo

here’s something mildly
unimpressive about seeing
a Formula 1 brake disc up
close for the first time.

For something capable of hauling
the car down from top speed to next
to nothing in a matter of metres, the
28 millimetre-thick piece of carbon
seems a little small, a little plain and,
well, a little underwhelming.

But appearances can be deceiving.
In reality, the carbon-carbon disc that
forms such a crucial part of an F1 car’s
braking system is a remarkable piece
of technology, taking months to
manufacturer, weighing less than 1.5kg,
and possessing the ability to withstand
instantaneous temperature changes in
the vicinity of 1000C.

On the outskirts of Bergamo in
Italy, it’s hard to miss ‘Kilometro Rosso’
thanks to its long, red wall. It’s here
that Brembo manufactures calipers,
discs, pads and more for Ferrari, Red
Bull Racing, Toro Rosso, Sauber,
Mercedes and HRT.

In charge of this mammoth task is
Mauro Piccoli from Brembo’s Racing
Department. He’s been involved in the
F1 programme since it started in 2003,
and while making F1 brakes is his
day-to-day job, even he struggles to
comprehend how much the sport
has changed in just nine vears.

“We started in 2003, and at that
time we were supplying two types
of calipers,” savs Piccoli.

“After nine vears, we are
supplving six teams in F1
with six different brake
systems. When I say
different, I mean
completely different.

The calipers are
designed to be dedicated
to each team, and with
different calipers front
to rear, because the
installation is different.
Even the carbons that are
chosen from front to rear
are different.”

Brembo calipers are
supplied to six teams
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Omne thing that is as true today as it
was nine vears ago is that brakes get
hot. It’s not always a bad thing — in
fact, one of the biggest advances in F1
braking technology is developing
friction materials that will work in a
wide range of temperatures. With
Brembo’s carbon-carbon friction
material, which utilises two different
tvpes of carbonfibre, F1 brakes will now
start to work at temperatures as low as
250C, with a peak of around 1200C.

“Normally we don’t use the peak
temperature as a reference, we use the
temperature at the end of the straight,”
explains Piccoli.

“We call this the initial
temperature. The initial temperature
gives you very good feedback in

terms of the cooling vou have
available with the disc, because
on the long straight vou have the
opportunity to cool the brakes
before hard braking. So we take
reference in that, and we recommend

that the temperature is not more than



“We supplied two types of caliper in
2003. After nine years we supply six
F1teams with six different systems™

Brembo’s Mauro Piccoli

600C before touching the brakes.
At the lower level of the initial
temperature, the brakes will work
from 250C. But I would say the best
range is 350C to 450C."

That means that a driver can have
the brakes up to temperature quickly.
At Silverstone, thev’ll be working
properly within a lap-and-a-half. In
Bahrain, a couple of good stomps on
the stop pedal will do the trick.

Another massive advance is
lightness. A full Brembo brake svstem
weighs around skg (1.6kg for the
six-piston aluminium caliper, 1.35kg
for the disc, 700g each for the pads
and 4o00g for the bell). In a high-
performance road car, the same
system will weigh around 20kg.

Sergio Perez getsthe
most out of his brakes

But one of the most impressive stats
being thrown around Brembo HQ is the
life of the carbon-carbon material.
While most teams throw in new pads
and discs for a race, then re-use them
for practice at the next grand prix, the
components could actuallv last more
than a season if they needed to.

“We could cover two Le Mans with
a set of brakes,” boasts Piccoli.

“The disc we use at Le Mans is
32mm, so slightly thicker than F1. The
diameter is bigger too, but the car is a
lot heavier. The distance covered in 24
hours at Le Mans is the same as that
covered by an F1 car during the season.
So the wear rate is not a problem.”

As aresult, the standard parts list
for big-spending F1 team will generally
consist of 10 sets of calipers, 280 discs
and twice as many pads. If a team’s
budget was, for example, £100 million
the brakes would account for less than
one per cent of that.

As simple as an F1 brake disc looks,
it really is anything but. &

INSIGHT
BREMBO BRAKES

Brakes can withstand
& massive temperatures

SLOWSTART
FORAFAST
STOP

Formula 1 is a business that operates in
milliseconds, which is what makes the time
frames required to manufacturer carbon-
carbon brake components so fascinating.

From raw carbon fibres to completed
brake disc is a process that takes
approximately nine months, with the
forging and machining of an aluminium
brake caliper taking approximately the
same amount of time. It essentially means
that the manufacturing process usually
starts before the design process.

Even though the manufacturing of
‘blank’ discs (essentially templates) kicks
off early, the dialogue between Brembo
and its teams has to start six months
before a new car will first hit the track.

“We normally start with the raw
material ourselves, because otherwise I
we would not have any input from the
team with such long lead times,"” says =
Brembo tech chief Mauro Piccoli.

“We then start to work on caliper .
design in July, and production in November.

“With raw materials we ask teams to
order months in advance. During a season,
we need to try to understand with teams
if there will be a commitment for the
following season.”

The nine-month gestation period also
means that any radical rule changes made
by the FIA, such as the banning of exotic
materials, need to be communicated to
Brembo as early as possible to avoid
unnecessary spending,

“We are very open about changes in
the regulations, but we need the right
timeframe so we can make new parts
before the rules do change,” adds Piccoli.
“We like to know a few years in advance.”

Carbon-carbon brake
iy v build can take months
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Allan McNish has been one of the best sportscar drivers

for over a decade, but only now is he getting the chance
to become world champion. By GARY WATKINS

t’s the day after the Sebring 12 in a third Sebring victory for the winner that day, so for the record it

Hours. Not anv old Sebring 12 McNish/Tom Kristensen/Rinaldo was Andrea Gilardi, whose car-racing
Hours, but the opening round Capello combination, his partners career peaked with a couple of sixth
of the new-for-2012 FIA World in what the world is once again places in Formula 3000 in 1993.
Endurance Championship, the start beginning to call Audi’s dream team. To finally get an opportunity to
of an era, if vou like. Allan McNish is There haven’t been too many challenge for a world title means
asked a straight-but-simple question:  opportunities for McNish to become a lot to McNish.
are the speed and desire there to a world champion. Take his belated “To be honest with vou, |
become world champion? His answer one-season F1 career with newbovs didn’t think I'd get the chance so
comes in the form of another concise Tovota out of the equation, and his soon, because I didn’t think the
question: “Did vou see what happened only chance came in his karting davs Intercontinental Le Mans Cup would
at Turn 17 on lap one?” in the 1985 CIK Junior World Cup become a world championship so
Just in case anvone has forgotten, at, of all places, Le Mans. quickly,” says the 42-vear-old, whose
McNish thrust his Audi R18 TDI past “I was on the front row for the final, full-season team-mate has vet to
the identical car of team-mate Marcel  got jumped at the start by Michael be nominated. “One of the big
Fassler. It signalled the start of an Schumacher and ended up third,” disappointments for me with the
imperious performance that resulted recalls McNish. He doesn’t recall the ILMC was no drivers’ points, just

e e B e

42 autosport.com April 12 2012



INTERVIEW
ALLAN McNISH

titles for manufacturers and teams.

“All drivers want something to talk
about at the end of the season. That
was the case in the American Le Mans
Series [a championship McNish won
in 2000, 06 and ’07].”

McNish views his ALMS triumphs
as world titles of sorts, in that it was
the best sportscar championship in
the world when he was taking part.

“Don’t forget in 2000 the ALMS
went around the world; there were
races in Europe and Australia,” he says.
“And all the best competitors were
there, BMW in 2000 and Porsche
and then Acura in 2006-07."

That said, the WEC title would be
for him “the icing on the cake of a
30-vear motorsport career”.

McNish isn’t quite sure whether
he would prefer a third Le Mans
24 Hours victoryv or a world
championship to add to his CV.

“Can I have both?” he offers. “I'm
certainly going out there to trv to win
both, but I’'m not sure I can say that I
would prefer to win one or the other.”

“If youre aiming for the
championship, you cant
goto Le Manswith a
win-or-bust attitude. It

g ”%
will affect our approach

He suggests, however, that a
Le Mans victory may not be the
be-all-and-end-all of the sportscar
season as it has in previous seasons.

“A Le Mans victory comes with 50
points towards the championship [it
is, quite rightly, a double-points round
of the WEC], but there are still points
on offer for second and third places,”
he says. “If you are aiming for the
world championship, vou can’t go to
Le Mans with a win-or-bust attitude.
I do think it’s going to affect the way
we all approach the race.”

The Sebring victorv was the perfect
start to McNish’s world championship
campaign. And not just because he and
his team-mates grabbed maximum
points. [t went some or all of the way
to answering the critics who were
suggesting that his best days were
behind him and that the dream team
was in the process of being supplanted
by a vounger generation of Audi driver.

“Last vear was a disaster,” savs
McNish, before quickly adding the
clarification: “It was a disaster in terms
of pure results. So it was important on
a few counts for our car to get a good
start. We needed to get the momentum
going. The other thing was to have a
good run in preparation for Spa [the
next WEC round on May 5] when we
have a new car [the hybrid R18 e-tron
quattro] and Toyota added to the mix.”

McNish admits that Sebring and »

April 12 2012 autosport.com 43




L‘ L= f - - -
magazines lownloadtcom

‘

BUMPERITO "BUMPER ACTION

WITLHETHEIBRITISH TOURING
CAR!CHANPIONSHIP

s

Round 2 at Donington Park

BTCC at Donington Park

Call 0844 8737343 or visit www.donington-park.co.uk

Experience this exhilarating event with
the ultimate in race day hospitality...

- TOr Just £49 extra’

You'll be treated to some of the
best panoramic views Donington
Park has to offer whilst you sit
back and enjoy the world class
racing action from one of our
hospitality suites.

*Only £49 extra on an advanced weekend ticket.
Visit website for details.

n Official Donington Park Racing @DoningtonParkUK



Fit and ready for WEC title attack

4 his second place at the Davtona 24
Hours in January with the Starworks
squad “reminded people that I could
drive a car pretty well in traffic”,
That’s a reference to the three
accidents for which his 2011 season
will undoubtedly be remembered —
or rather the criticism he received

in their aftermath.

McNish's reputation as the master
of traffic was called into question last
year, as a result of the incidents at Le
Mans, Silverstone and Road Atlanta.
That criticism wasn’t well received.

“It is easy from people on the
outside to make comments,” he
savs. “At times [ had to bite my
tongue when people who hadn’t got
a clue were making comments and
judgements about something they
know nothing about.”

The only common link between the
accidents at Le Mans and Silverstone,
he insists, was the lack of side vision
from inside the Audi R18 and rear
vision from the Ferrari 458 Italia, the
car he was overtaking in each instance.

“We can’t see a car coming down
on us from the side,” he explains.

“And on each occasion the driver of
the Ferrari [Anthonv Beltoise at Le
Mans and Rob Bell at Silverstone]
said thev didn’t see me.”

That’s where McNish wants to end
this particular discussion in favour of
talking about the future. He predicts
the WEC will come alive at Spa upon
the arrival of Tovota and its TSo30
HYBRID. He is convinced the team
and car will be a worthy replacement
for Peugeot and the hybrid version of
the 908 it had planned to race this
season prior to its shock withdrawal.

“I know how good the people are
at Tovota Motorsport GmbH,” says
McNish, who raced for the Japanese
manufacturer at Le Mans in 1999 and
in F1 in 2002. “From what I’'m hearing,
they are already very fast. Thev've
taken on a clever group in ORECA to
run the car, so there are going to be
no question marks there.

“I think thev can challenge straight
awav. If vou go back to 1998 [the first
year of the Toyota GT-One McNish
raced the following season], thev were
in with a chance for 23 hours,” sayvs the
man who won that vear for Porsche.
Then he adds in jest, “though, of
course, thev were never going to win.”

McNish is excited about the new
world championship but also has high
hopes for the future of the LMP1
division, especially the return of
Porsche, the marque that gave him
his break in sportscars, in 2014.

“The profile of sportscar racing in
general and Le Mans in particular
has never been higher during my
time,” he savs. “We know Porsche
is coming back and that other
manufacturers may be on their way
as well. Look at the DeltaWing
project: it shows the level of interest
is there and that Le Mans and
sportscar racing are big news.”

McNish appears to have no doubts
that he will be around to fight against
Porsche when it returns in two vears’
time. And perhaps he’ll be doing it
as a world champion. #

McNish claimed third
ALMS title in 2007
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INTERVIEW
ALLAN McNISH

WHAT THE WORLD
SPORTSCAR CROWN
MEANS TO THE BRITS

DEREK BELL
1985 World Endurance Champion
& 1986 World Sports-Prototype Champion with Porsche

“When I'm introduced, it is as a five-time Le Mans winner, a three-
time Daytona winner and a two-time world sportscar champion. It
has a nice ring to it. But Le Mans is still the race everyone hangs their
hat on. There aren't many places where people haven't heard of Le
Mans; not so many know about the world sportscar championship.”

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

JAGUAR ==

MARTIN BRUNDLE
1988 World Sports-Prototype Champion with Jaguar

“I definitely think of myself as a world champion. I'm happy to
have it on my CV and on my website, and I will quickly mention

it alongside my Le Mans and Daytona victories. It wasn’t easy to
win because we had strong opposition from Sauber-Mercedes and
others. If I were racing full-time today, I'd want to win the WEC, but
how the title is viewed will depend on the level of competition.”

DEREK WARWICK
1992 Sportscar World Champion with Peugeot

“It meant a lot to me and I'm extremely proud to have won it. I
always got the impression that I was involved in something special.
It wasn’t the same as winning the Formula 1 World Championship,
not by a million miles, but it was the next best thing. There was
some great competition, especially in the 1980s, so I'm sceptical
of a series fought out by a couple of Audis and a Toyota.”
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F2
oreview
2012

ormula 2 has plaved an

important role in many

racing drivers’ careers.

Le Mans legend Jacky Ickz,

Formula 1’s only posthumous
world champion Jochen Rindt, and
‘Super Swede’ Ronnie Peterson all used
F2 as a springboard to the pinnacle of
single-seater racing.

The FIA Formula 2 championship of
today bears little resemblance to the
arena in which those famous racers
made their names. It’s still pitched as an
F1 feeder formula, but looks out of step
with the rest of the single-seater ladder.
That’s because a centrally-operated
series, run to a streamlined budget set
bv the FIA, is out of step. F2 is part of
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a motorsport revolution that has vet
to come — but one many feel needs
to come soon.

Single-seater racing is grotesquely
expensive, with millions of pounds
required to progress to F1. Some would
say ‘It was ever thus) but the Marxists
who follow motor racing might suggest
the recent cancellation of Formula
Renault UK should act as a warning
to motorsport’s establishment that
it’s in danger of destroving itself.

Formula 2 has been trving to provide
an antidote to the free-wheeling,
free-market motorsport model since
2009 by offering high performance for
relatively low cost, as F2’s chief engineer

James Goodfield explains: “The old

Anderson: first man outside
F2teamtosample JPH1B




Renault World Series car, in low
downforce trim, was only a fraction
quicker than our car on new tyres,
but cost three times the monev. We're
several seconds per lap faster than F3,
but about a third of the cost. You can
draw a direct line between cost and
performance in single-seaters and
this sits well below that line.”

F2’s low-cost philosophy is its
biggest strength and key weakness
simultaneously. Because it offers a
significant lap-time leap from Formula
Renault 2.0 and Formula 3 for a budget
that lies somewhere in between, it has
tended to attract a significant number of
lower-level graduates, which means the
strength of the grid doesn’t tend to

match that expected of a series that’s
supposed to sit above F3 in terms of
prestige and performance. The rest of
the grid is usually made up of guvs who
have struggled at I3 level or above (or
cannot afford to continue there) and
are thus seeking a cheaper way to
regain some career momentum.

So why aren’t more drivers looking at
F2 as their first option? Bevond the fact
that some can afford to race a faster car,
there’s a perception that F2 cars don’t
live up to their name. That emanates
from the first season of the revival in
2009, when the cars were considered
unrefined and lacking in downforce.

“The whole thing came about a bit
late and development time was cut

F2 PREVIEW
TRACK TEST

F2 TRACK TEST

MARCH 21

F2 TECHSPEC

CHASSIS
Williams JPH1B carbon composite

ENGINE
Mountune four-cylinder 1.8-litre Audi

GEARBOX
Hewland six-speed sequential
with pneumatic paddleshift

TYRES Yokohama

WEIGHT 660kg (approx)

down because of how late the FIA deal
came together,” explains Goodfield.
“There were already plans afoot to do
‘Super Formula Palmer Audi’ when
F2 came along and combined the two.
We've made an effort to have a decent
upgrade every vear, but there’s no way
we could have done three vears’
development [before the first season]
and still done it at a sensible price.”
The trouble is, once motorsport has
made its mind up about something, it’s
very difficult to get it to change its view.
But that doesn’t mean it’s not worth
trying. 2 has strived to improve its
Williams F1-designed car every season,
and on top of previous steps, this
season’s JPH1B will feature lighter »

April 12 2012 autosport.com 47

PICS: BEARNE/F2



F2

preview
2012

ENGINEERING EQUALITY

| f e :
Set-up adjustments are encourgaed in F2 =

F2 IS OFTEN CRITICISED FOR CUTTING corners in terms

of personnel (necessary to help drive down overheads

and therefore budgets) and thus preventing drivers from
developing the relationships with engineers and mechanics
over a season that are replicated in the private teams that
contest other single-seater championships.

Engineering chief James Goodfield offers a convincing
rebuttal: “Every driver works with every engineer (one
per three drivers each race weekend) in the interests of
equality,” explains the ex-Jaguar F1 man, who says most of
his eight race engineers have F1 experience. “It would be
better if we didn’t have to do that, but imagine a scenario
of 24 drivers, with the same car, where three guys are
filling the podium every weekend - they would all start
saying: ‘I want his engineer’.” Goodfield also points out
that most drivers inevitably end up working together in
their groups of three over a race weekend - just as if they
were in a team.

There is limited testing in F2, but it still permits plenty
of set-up adjustments: toe, camber, rideheight, spring
rates, damper settings, plus driver-adjustable anti-roll bars
and wing angles. Goodfield says many of the extreme set-up
variations permitted in more adjustable categories like F3
have been limited because they don’t make the car faster.

“We don’t permit rear geometry and diff’ changes because
we’ve tried these things and decided there’s no benefit,” he
adds. “We want to save every driver from trying things that
don’t work. Conversely, if someone finds something [within
the accepted parameters] that makes them guicker we don’t
tell everyone about it. It's a balancing act.”

There’s nowhere to hide with that wing
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< carbon composite brakes (replacing
the old steel-disc arrangement) and new
bespoke Yokohama tvres (instead of the
harder-compound, softer-construction
Avons used previously).

The latest package is expected to
improve lap times by up to two seconds
(Marcus Pommer lapped 1.662s faster
than last vear’s pole time at the first
official test of 2012 at Silverstone
recently), which should make the F2
car about four seconds faster than the
latest Formula 3 Dallara F312 around
the Snetterton 300 circuit. Ahead of
F2’s fourth season in its current guise,
AUTOSPORT has been invited to the
Norfolk track to trv the latest version
of the JPH1B. This is the first time the
new car has been driven by anvone
outside of the official F2 test team.

As I’'m busy getting settled into 2010

“Because the cars are so
capable they look easy
to drive, but they're not™
F2 virgin Ben Anderson

champion Dean Stoneman’s seat, BRDC
Rising Star Dan McKenzie (who will join
the grid this vear after a tough season in
Formula Renault 3.5) turns up to offer
some advice. “It’s a good car — it will
surprise vou,” says McKenzie. “There’s
always something going on because it’s
a turbo car and it’s quite brutal. You’ll
have to be careful with the carbon brakes
because thev cool quickly and vou can’t
drag the pedal to get heat into them like
you can in F3.

“There’s a lot more going on than in
an F3 car because it’s quicker down the
straight, it’s heavier, and it’s longer, but
it’s still fun to drive. One of the big
things for this vear is the tvres. The old
ones didn’t have a great sensation — vou
would go into a high-speed corner and
think vou were having a massive
moment — but it was just the tyre rolling
over. These ones are meant to be a bit
stiffer, so it should feel pretty planted.”

That’s exactly how it feels. I'm

Anderson gets all briefed up

surprised when I bury my right foot at
how manageable the power delivery is.
The car accelerates quickly, but it’s
125bhp short of providing the brutal
rush of Auto GP’s Lola-Zyvtek. There’s
still plenty to think about though, and
the kev is keeping the turbo spinning
with advanced presses of the throttle
during cornering, so peak power is
delivered at the optimum moment. This
is a strange technique in the world of
instant-response single-seaters and
one can’t master in three six-lap runs.

As expected, the brakes are very
impressive. The pedal is hard as a rock,
with minimal travel, but hugely effective.
And, as with all proper-downforce cars,
it’s impossible to lock them in the first
phase of braking. To an uninitiated
driver such as me — leaping from
Formula Vee to F2 — the downforce is
the most exhilarating, demanding and
exhausting aspect of this car. The faster
vou go, the more physical it gets, and the
smaller the margin of error. This is the
aspect of high-level single-seater racing
that spectators don’t always appreciate.
Because the cars are so capable they look
easv to drive, but thev’re not. Holding
on through the long, fifth-gear right-
hander at Coram is the greatest physical
challenge and I feel shattered after my
runs — like I've condensed a whole
season of Vee racing into one hour!

I manage to work down to a 1m41.2s
lap during mv three short runs (helped
by the use of three overboosts per lap —
up to a maximum of eight — that take
power from 425bhp to s00bhp for six
seconds at a time). This puts me 3.2
adrift of Will Bratt’s pacesetting time
from last vear’s official mid-season
Snett test (also with boost). As vou
might expect, most of my deficit
comes from a lack of confidence in the
higher-speed corners, but everything
about my driving is a little off: braking,
cornering, throttle commitment —
which adds up over a three-mile lap.

[ haven’t had enough time to really
explore the limits of the car (not that
[ would be phvsically up to the job
anvway!) but feel privileged to have
dipped into this high-performance
single-seater world. F2’s equal-
opportunities ethos isn’t evervone’s idea
of what professional motorsport should
be, but there’s no doubt the JPH1B has
developed into a proper piece of kit.

[t’s a car that deserves to be taken
seriously — and if the single-seater
revolution ever comes, Formula 2 will
be well placed to lead the charge.®



PICS: BEARNE/F2

Bortolotti took
thetitlein2011

F2 2012 CALENDAR

April 13-15 Silverstone, GB
April 27-29 Algarve, Portugal
May 25-27 Nurburgring, Germany
June 22-24 Spa, Belgium
July 13-15 Brands Hatch, GB
July 20-22 Paul Ricard, France

September 7-9  Hungaroring, Hungary
September 28-30 Monza, Italy

Zanella (19) returnsasa
title favourite this year

e i e e
- - - e - .
e B e g g T,

Luciano Bacheta (left) and
Dan McKenzie have joined

WHERE TOWATCHF2ON TV

Motors TV will cover all 16 races in
hour-long programmes for each of the
eight rounds, which will also be
streamed live on the F2 website.

F2 PREVIEW
DATES, 2012 INFO

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?F2’S STARS

ANDY SOUCEK

Inaugural champ landed test role
with Virgin in F1 but split with
team over lack of opportunities.
Now works as a consultant with
test and development roles in

F2 and World Series.

ROBERT WICKENS

Lost Red Bull backing after
finishing second in 2009 but
rebuilt career by taking Formula
Renault 3.5 title last season and
recently joined Mercedes for the
2012 DTM.

MIKHAIL ALESHIN

Another to lose Red Bull support
after finishing third in '09. Won
World Series title in 2010 but
ran out of money in GP2 in 2011.
Will return to FR 3.5 this year
and race in World GT1 series.

DEAN STONEMAN

Won the 2010 title after
graduating from Formula Renault
UK. Was set to partner Daniel
Ricciardo in World Series in
2011 before being struck down
by testicular cancer.

JOLYON PALMER

The son of series boss Jonathan
Palmer finished second to
Stoneman in 2010 before moving
up to GP2, where he has started
to show strong pace heading

into his second year. i

MIRKO BORTOLOTTI

The Italian lost Red Bull Junior
status after first season of F2
in '09 but returned to win title
last year. Showed well in prize
Williams Formula 1 test in Abu
Dhabi last November.

Bratt (17) hassles champ
Bortolotti at Spain 2011
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CIRCUIT OF IRELAND
Armagh, April 6-8

ROUND 3/13

WINNER

Juho Hanninen/Mikko
Markkula 1h58mZ1.8s

RALLY RATING

1.8 0. 8.8 1

Titanic fight from
the start in the
Titanic Quarter

DRIVERS® STANDINGS

Mikkelsen 6lpts
Hanninen 43pts
Kopecky 40pts
MILESTONES

® First Northern Irish
round of the IRC
® First Circuit win for

a Finn since Pentt1i
Airikkala in 1979

DAVID EVANS
reports

WITH A NAME LIKE THE
Circuit of Ireland, this event
conjures memories of
classic, week-long battles
running the length and
breadth of the country.

This event might not have
been so far-reaching in
geography or chronology, but
in terms of a sporting
contest the Juho Hanninen-
Andreas Mikkelsen scrap
was as good as anything
Bertie Fisher or Jimmy
McRae might have offered. It

was a classic, and a worthy
inclusion in this year’s IRC.

MR (47.37 miles)

OVERCAST THEN RAIN - AMBIENT
TEMPERATURE RANGE OM STAGES

8-11 CELSIUS

After a crowd pleaser in
Belfast’s Titanic Quarter —
a stage which packed
Corsican numbers of
corners into just 1.1 miles

— Jan Kopecky headed the
leaderboard as the crews hit

the M1 and headed west for
Armagh and the serious
business of Friday evening.
In the lanes just south
of Dungannon, it was
Mikkelsen who was straight
into the groove. The
defending champion was
fastest in Drummond,
replacing Kopecky’s Fabia
with his Skoda UK car at
the top of the table. But the
rain was coming, heavier in
some places and absent
from others as the classic
Circuit microclimates
worked their magic.
Kopecky came through the
finish looking spooked.
“We had slicks,” said the
S51 leader, “and it rained.”
He dropped to third.
Kopecky and his factory
team-mate Juho Hanninen
did have the benefit of some
cuts in their soft slicks
— helping to heat them up
and clear out at least some
of the standing water.
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Mikkelsen’s tyres were
uncut, making his SS2 time
all the more impressive.

And, some might say,
his SS3 moment all the
more predictable.

The number one Fabia
slid wide and clobbered
a fence (which has already
been attacked by the
course car), allowing
Hanninen to close the gap
to just 2.8 seconds.

“My braking was too late,”

explained Mikkelsen at the
end of the stage, blowing
hard. “We hit the fence a
little bit.”

Hanninen has watched
the balance of power in
Skoda town Mlada Boleslav
swing away from him and
towards Mikkelsen over the
last few months. Now, in
their first head-to-head
asphalt race since Barum
Rally Zlin last August, the
Finn was determined to
show his emplovers the

Yy

2010 IRC and 2011 SWRC(C

titles didn’t win themselves.

And he enjoyed his run
through the 15-miler.

“It was a very nice stage,”
he said. “In the beginning, it
was tough, the tyres were
completely cold.”

A delay in the stage left
the cars sitting on the
startline with a chilly spring
evening playing havoc with
the operating temperature
of their Michelin boots.

. Mikkelsen lostout to
. Hanninen after late shunt

After service in Armagh,
there was a re-run of
Drummond and Hanninen
made his move, easing his
way to the front by 0.6s.
Mikkelsen’s hopes of hitting
back in the evening’s fifth
and final test were spoiled
when the stage was
cancelled, after the
emergency services were
called to a house on the
stage route. Hanninen
enjoved the position of




overnight leader. Kopecky
remained third, but the
Czech driver was 28.25
off the lead.

Craig Breen had been
fourth after the first stage
of significance, but a broken
fuel pump ruined his night
and his debut in a Peugeot
207 S2000. The Sainteloc-
run car stopped on the way
back into Armagh, costing
the reigning WRC Academy
champion 1m30s in
penalties and his chance
of glory on the biggest rally
in the country this year.

He was seventh at the
close of play.

Alastair Fisher upheld
local honour by claiming
that fourth place at the end
of day one. The Ford Fiesta
S2000 driver struggled
running a tyre too hard for
the conditions in stages two
and three. More appropriate
rubber brought a hugely
respectable time through

SS4, where he matched
Mikkelsen to the tenth.
Mathieu Arzeno was fifth
in the sister Peugeot to
Breen’s. The Frenchman had
been hindered by a spin in
SS1 and a transmission
glitch. Robert Barrable
rounded out a top six
containing four Fabias.

POSITIONS AFTER DAY ONE

1 HANNINEN/MARKKULA 34m55.7s
2 MIKKELSEN/FLOENE +0.6s

3 KOPECKY /DRESLER +28.2s

4 FISHER/KENNEDY +48. 4z

5 ARZEND/RENAUD +1m02.4s
6 BARRABLE/CONNOLLY +Iml18.5s

(88.52 miles)
OVERCAST - AMBIENT TEMPERATUEE
RANGE ON STAGES 7-15 CELSIUS
Saturday morning and more
questions. Would it rain? [f
s0, how hard? And, where it
had rained, how much water
was waiting? Mikkelsen
banked on it being wet;

or at least wetter than

Hanninenwas utterly
impressive throughout

Hanninen thought. He
bolted softs beneath the
Skoda UK car, while the

leader went one step harder.

Almost from the start of
the stage, Mikkelsen feared
the worst.

“It was dry in there,” he
said at the finish. “Drier
than I thought it would
be. The tyre was moving
almost from the start, we
were too soft.”

Mikkelsen admitted,
however, that fortune was
favouring his Fabia this
morning after escaping a
sixth-gear meeting of rock
and right-rear wheel.

“We were lucky,” he
smiled. “We slid wide and
hit the rock, it smashed the
wheel but we made it
through the stage.”

And, despite those
troubles, back into the
lead. He edged Hanninen
by 1.2s8, going from +0.6s 1o
-0.68ec in the 15 miles of

REPORT

[RC CIRCUIT OF TRELAND

2WD CUP

McCormack rewarded

for dogged display

[RC2WD Cup winner
Marty McCormack
could have filled

AUTOSPORT himself this
week, such wasthe
troublesome nature of his
Circuit of Ireland. That he
came throughand won the
classistestament to the
dogged determination of the
Citroen D53 R3 driver. He
simply never gave up — a point
recognised withthe Colin
McRae IRC Flat Out Trophy.
Much of the trouble centred
around the transmission of his
DS3. Theselector was
changed first, but when that
didn't work and he was left
with just first second and third
gear for Saturday's second
loop, the Sainteloc team set
aboutafull gearbox change,

Redrock. A couple of
moments in the mud had
cost Hanninen some of
his confidence.

The good news for
Hanninen was, however,
that the rain stayed away
and the next two stages
dried nicely. Mikkelsen’s
Michelins were cooked,
possibly accounting for an
overshoot in stage eight.
Hanninen was back to the
front by 1.6s5 in SS7 and a
comparatively massive nine
seconds ahead when the
cars came back to service.

“The overshoot was not
good,” said Mikkelsen. “OK,
it’s some seconds. Now we
have to go superfast.”

Hanninen smiled,
overhearing his rival’s
words. “We will do the
same,” he said. “This is good
battle with Andreas.”

Kopecky remained third,
but an increasingly distant
third as he struggled to

lowering their best from 45to
22 minutesforthejob.

“It's beenatoughone,”
said McCormack at the finish.
“Driving atwo-wheel drive car
against these boysis hard
work, but winning the classis
agood result.”

Renault driver Tommy
Doyle was second, despite
going offthe road onthefinal
stage, while Jonny Greer took
thirdin his Citroen after Peter
Taylor hittrouble in his Clio.

Garry Jennings took a
controlled Production Cup
victory and a hugely credible
eighth overallin his
MitsubishilLancer. Donagh
Kelly overhauled fellow
Mitsubishi man Sam Moffett
totake second place onthe
last stage.

McCormack endured
gear selection woes

come to terms with the
precise requirements
of firing a Fabia down
the narrow Northern
Irish lanes.

Unfortunately for the
locals, the result they
wanted — the emotional
dream of a fourth place for
the Fisher/Kennedy
combination — went out of
the window when Alastair
spun his Fiesta in SS6. The
impact smacked the oil
cooler and the front-left
wheel hard. He would go
no further.

“I wasn't committed
enough in the corner,” he
said. “I slid a wee bit wide,
got on some gravel and that
upset the car and we spun.
What a bummer, just when
we were getting into 1t.”

Rory Kennedy was
equally frustrated.
Fortunately, his mobile
offered the perfect solution;
one text, one word: ‘Bar] »
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Spineliminated = =
local ace Fisher .

STAGE TIMES

SS1 TITANIC (1.10 MILES)
Fastest: Kopecky2m11.8s
Leader: Kopecky

552 DRUMMOND 1 (8.05 MILES)

Fastest: Mikkelsen 8m14.6s
Leader: Mikkelsen

553 LEGANE 1 (15.63 MILES)

Fastest: Hanninen 16m08.75
Leader: Mikkelsen

554 DRUMMOND 2 (8.05 MILES)

Fastest: Hanninen 8m13.9s
Leader: Hanninen

555 LEGANE 2 (15.63 MILES)

Cancelled

556 REDROCK 1 (15.35 MILES)

Fastest: Mikkelsen 13m50.2s
Leader: Mikkelsen

S57 DRUMHILLERY 1 (8.84 MILES)

Fastest: Hanninen 8m56.8s
Leader: Hanninen

558 HOLLOW 1 (9.04 MILES)

Fastest: Hanninen 8m45.0s
Leader: Hanninen

Arzenowastop N
Peugeot finisher

Hanninen headed
all-Skoda podium

559 REDROCK 2 (15.35 MILES)

Fastest: Mikkelsen13m26.2s
Leader: Hanninen

5510 DRUNHILLERY 2

(8.84 MILES)
Fastest: Hanninen 8ma8.1s
Leader: Hanninen

5511 HOLLOW 2 (9.04 MILES)

Fastest: Mikkelsen 8m29.8s
Leader: Hanninen

5512 LISBURN 1 (0.65 MILES)

Fastest: Hanninen 57.9s
Leader: Hanninen

5513 LISBURN 2 (0.65 MILES)

Fastest: Hanninen 57.9s
Leader: Hanninen

(4.68 MILES)
Fastest: Mikkelsen 4m54.7s
Leader: Hanninen

5515 REDROCK 3 (15.35 MILES)

Fastest: Hanninen 14m10.7s
L eader: Hanninen

Broken fuel pump
hindered Breen

4 At the front, the battle
continued to rage. Having
gone quickly in the
morning, Mikkelsen, by his
own admission, went crazy
after lunch — hoping to
make the most of a gearbox
change which offered longer
ratios and more top speed
in the lanes.

“I can’t go faster than
this,” he said, having
chopped the lead to 4.2s.
Hanninen had half a second
back on the next one, but
when Mikkelsen was 2.4s
up on SS511, he ensured the
pair would go into the final
loop just 2.3s apart.

After racing through
some of the most
entertaining lanes in the

REPORT
[RC CIRCUIT OF TRELAND

world, a dash through the
streets of Lisburn seemed
an unlikely place to decide
what had become a classic
Circuit scrap. But it did.
Mikkelsen lost control
and slid into a straw bale,
whacking the right side of
his Skoda. Having traded in
tenths for well over 100
miles, Mikkelsen dropped
408 in just over half a mile.
“I lost it braking for a
left-hander, it was wet,” said
Mikkelsen. “I banged my
head in the impact and
don’t really remember the
rest of the stage. I don’t
remember the second run
around the stage either!”
By contrast, Hanninen
was understandably

15 SPECIAL STAGES, 103.02 MILES

delighted. He’'d answered
his critics in emphatic style
with a hugely impressive
and controlled win on roads
that are extremely difficult
to master on your debut.

“I didn’t think we’d both
get through without a
problem,” said Hanninen.
“It’s been a great race.”

Behind Mikkelsen,
Kopecky was an entirely
mediocre third. Arzeno was
a distant fourth. Breen
drove brilliantly to recover
to fifth, with Barrable
surviving a gate-crashing
arrival in a field for sixth.

With the rallying done,
the time had come for the
bar. “Guinness?” asked
Hanninen, rhetorically. #

CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE

RES u LTS Circuit of Ireland Rally, April 6-8, round 3 of 13

POS ND DRIVER/MAVIGATOR CAR TTME POS DRIVER PTS
1 3 Juho Hanninen/Mikko Markkula Skoda Fabia 52000 1h58m21 .85 I Andreas Mikkelsen 61
Fi I Andreas Mikkelsen/Ola Floene Skoda Fabia 52000 +44 .78 ¢ Juho Hanninen 43
3 2 JanKopecky/Pavel Dresler Skoda Fabia 52000 +Im39.5s 3 Jan Kopecky 40
4 9 Mathieu Arzeno/Renoul Jamoul Peugeot 207 52000 +Am0] . 65 4 Sepp Wiegand 30
5 4 CraigBreen/Gareth Roberts Peugeot 207 52000 +4m53. 8s 5= Luis Monzon 15
& T Robert Barrable/Damien Connolly Skoda Fabia 52000 +5ml4.5s 5= Bryan Bouffier 15
T 6 Sepp Wiegand/Timo Gottschalk Skoda Fabia S2000 +6ml5.9s 7 Mathieu Arzeno 12
8 B8 Garry Jennings/Barry Mchulty Mitsubishi Evo 9 +Bmz 7.9 = Jonathan Perez 10
9 10 Donagh Kelly/Kevin Flanagan Mitsubishi Evo 9 +Oml1.ds = CraigBreen 10

10 17 Sam Moffett/James D'R&"Llli Mitsubishi Evo 9 +Omlb. s

Hermann Gassner Jr

IRC PRODUCTION CUP

R 5 Alastair Fisher/Rory Kennedy Ford Fiesta 52000 356-acc 1= Garry Jennings 75
1= Robert Corsani 25
1= Ricardo Moura 25

CLASS WINNERS Hanninen/Markkula; IRC RALLY ROUTE

WD Cup: Marty McCormack. IRC Production
Cup: Garry Jenmngs. Colin McRae Flat Out
Trophy: Marty McCormack,

Theeventrantoasimilarformat as inthe last twoyears, with the inclusion of the
superspecialsin Belfast and Lisburn, Based out of acentral service park in Armagh,
the eventincluded four loops of stages, includingsome night running on Friday:.
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UUL TON PARK

EE
April 6-7
British Formula 3
Round 1/10

AT A GLANCE

-2 Winners Harvey/

Derani/Serralles

~» Poles Harvey x 2

}

Harvey mcks early advantage

Briton has shown he means business in 2012

)

e

JACK HARVEY WAS THE MOST-
accomplished performer
over the opening British
Formula 3 weekend at
Oulton Park, and very much
deserves his points lead.

The Lincolnshire racer also
put in the single best drive
out of Saturday’s three races
— one that could even stand
as the best of the season. In
wet conditions, Harvey pulled
out nearly three seconds on
closest rival Jazeman Jaafar
on the opening lap, and from
there he waltzed to victory.

The Racing Steps
Foundation-backed driver
followed that with a sixth in
the reversed-grid race and
second in the finale, in which
he was unable to convert the
second of his pole positions
into a first-corner lead. And
if vou’re second at the first
corner in an F3 race at Oulton,
that’s where you stay.

So Harvey leads the points.
And he’s followed by Jaafar,
Harry Tincknell and Carlos
Sainz Jr, all of whom had

very consistent results. And
all of whom drive Dallara-
Volkswagens run by British
I3 powerhouse Carlin. But
do you know the amazing
thing? Carlin has four of its
drivers in the top four slots,
vet did not produce the
fastest car for Oulton.

That achievement fell
to Fortec Motorsport. The
Mercedes-powered team
propelled Lucas Forestito a
dominant victory in Cheshire
last year, and this time
around it was Felix Serralles
who took a shock win in the
main 40-minute race on his
debut weekend in British F3.

It was a shock not just due
to his lack of frontrunning
form in Formula Renault last
year, but also because he has
not visited the top of the
timesheets in pre-season 3
tests. Of any Fortec runner,
vou’d have looked to Alex
Lynn, then possibly Hannes
van Asseldonk, for a win.

When Serralles put
himself on the outside-front
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row, then outgunned Harvey
into the first cormer, the
question in many people’s
minds was when the calm
Brit would pressure the
unknown-quantity Puerto
Rican into an error. The
answer was never. “I almost
made a couple of mistakes,
but calmed down and tried
to pull away,” said Serralles.
“The car was amazing.”

It certainly was. The Carlin
cars looked more stable in the
high-speed turns, but the
Fortec Dallaras usually topped
the speed traps, and rivals
talked of their sensational
starts and pointed out that
they were running less wing.
Clearly the Mick Kouros-
led squad has found great
mechanical grip and traction.

Still, 19-year-old Serralles
had to do the job — and
looked much smoother
than he did early in the
pre-season tests. “Anyone
who’s trying hard, vou can
rein them in,” pointed out
Fortec driver coach Adam

Carroll. “The potential was
always there with Felix.

“F3 gets younger and
younger, and the drivers are
less and less experienced.
You can see the potential,
but they haven’t yet learned
to apply it when they come
in. [ have to give it to Felix
— he drove really well from
the start. You learn a lot
about yourself when you're
out there in the lead.”

“It’s experience.
These guys have
been in Europe
all their lives”

Serralles gets up to speed

this side of the Atlantic

“F3 suits him better than
the Renault,” said Fortec
principal Richard Dutton.

Serralles concurred, adding:

“It’s just experience. These

guys have been in Europe all
their lives; America is a very
different style. New Zealand

gerralles (left) beat Harvey inracethree

- ol

[where he raced last winter
in the Tovota Racing Series]
helped me as well. It really
improved my qualifying.”

Lynn was a tad perplexed
after what could have been a
debut weekend of winning,
but which ended with a fifth,
a sixth and a DNF. He was
quickest by half a second
(from Serralles) in Friday’s
free practice, with a stunning
lap that stood as the quickest
all weekend, but then got
boxed in behind the damaged
car of Sainz throughout the
second half of qualifying.
That zapped his chances.

Van Asseldonk too was
quick, and set fastest lap
as he latched onto Sainz’s
gearbox late in the first race,
but on the final lap he put
two wheels onto the grass
exiting the Shell hairpin and
hammered into the barriers.
Later in the day he did the
same at Druids.

S0 the Carlin boys just
worked away and got those
results. Knowing they were



RACE RATING
) 8 8 SASK

The first two races had plenty
of action - but the third
reverted to Oulton F3 type

PICS: EBREY/LAT

Harvey leads from
team-mate Tincknell

up against it after Lynn’s
tour de force, they made what
Harvey described as “decent-
sized changes that aren’t
normal going into qualifying.
But it was calculated.”

So too was Harvey, who

|aafar, leading Lynn,
was strongall weekend

said he was “well within the
limits™ in his sensational
win, but said he never
stopped pushing Serralles
later in the day.

Of Harvey’s team-mates,
Jaatar qualified and raced

MILESTONE
Serralles is first
Puerto Rican to win
an international
motor race

Derani had a bath
beforerace twowin

well all weekend. Tincknell
struggled in race one with a
very soft set-up, but held off
Lynn in a battle both Brits
thoroughly enjoved, then
found his hand injury playing
up late in the finale and had

REPORT
BRITISH F3 OULTON

MARCUS SIMMONS

reports ¢

JACK HARVEY’S BIGGEST
gaffe of the weekend was
drawing the number *12’ for
the reversed-grid race, which
meant all the finishers from
race one were reversed -
with the two National Class
boys on the front row.

The result was manic. And
brilliant. Spike Goddard,
in his four-year-old T-Sport
Dallara-Mugen, kept a 10-car
train at bay for five laps
before Pipo Derani slithered
his Fortec Dallara down the
inside into Lodge - with
two wheels on the grass.

Pietro Fantin took second
with his Carlin machine, the

to concentrate on conserving
his third place. Sainz
damaged his chances by
bouncing off at Cascades in
qualifying and breaking the
floor, but raced consistently.
None of them was quite a

REVERSE JUDGEMENT

race providing a morale-
boosting cameo role for both
he and fellow Brazilian
Derani that can only do
them good in the long run.

Fantin had to hold off
team-mate Jazeman Jaafar,
who proved you can overtake
at Oulton by racing from
11th to third. The Malaysian
pulled a great pass on Alex
Lynn, who described it as
“the move of the century”.

Tincknell, who chased
home Jaafar, beamed:
“Bloody hell that was
something else - absolutely
mental! It was like being
back in a kart race.”

McBride bucks wide
and loses second place

match for Harvey this time
around. The pressure is on
him from Racing Steps this
year, but the manner in which
he delivered his maiden
‘proper’ (non-reversed-grid)
win was emphatic. #
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RE S U LTS British Formula 3 International Series, round 1 of 10, Oulton Park, April 6-7

GRID RACE 2 - 12 LAPS, 32.304 MILES GRID RACE 3 - 26 LAPS, 69,992 MILES
THARVEY FOS DRIVER TEM CAR GRID FOS DRIVER TIME GRID TTGHEY POS DRIVER TINE GRTD

TR AL 1  Jack Harvey (GB) Carlin DVWF312 3Im35.051s 1 1 Derani 20m31.214s 4 SSERRALLEE 47068 1  Serralles ADm3d. 4675 2
8.1  Sgam ¢ Jazeman Jaafar (MAL)  Carlin DVW F312 +7.736s 3 2 Fantin +0.850s 5 BB o ¢ Harvey +2.843s 1
Tomg 80 | 3 Carlos Sainz Jr (E) Carlin DVWF312 +11.165s 4 3 Jaafar +1.491s Il Ty 8.0 3 Tincknell +9.303s 3
1:28.288  Tro 4 Harry Tincknell (GB)  Carlin DVW F312 +23.070s 2 4 Tincknell +2.693s 9 T 4 Sainz +12.522s |
= LBM5 5 Alex Lynn (GB) Fortec Motorsport DMBF312 +23.119s 5 5 Sainz +3.079s 10 Fasseo %1 5 Jaafar +22.392s 5
L2839 Tpepgw 6 Fahmi Ilyas (NAL) Double RRacing  DMBF312 +37.052s 10 & Harvey +3.511s iza ST e 6 Lynn +23.632s 7
Tsamies ¥ 7 Felix Serralles (USA)  Fortec Motorsport DMBF312 +39.354s 8 7 Serralles +1.594s b ey o8 7 Fantin +24,348s 8
1i28.4% p=mz 8 PietroFantin (BR)  Carlin DWF312 +42.102s 6 B vanAsseldonk +3.952s 13 b2 oiemi 8 Ilyas +41.523s 10
oo it | 9 Pipg Derani (BR) Fortec Motorsport DMBF312 +53.068s 9 9 Goddard +6.705s 2 onms e 9 McBride +58. 2145 11
129615 Trmme 10 Nick McBride (AUS) T-Sport DNF312 +54.727s 11 10 Uhrhane +1.911s 14 4P qrgmme 10 Uhrhane +1m09.723s 12
T o 1l Spike Goddard (AUS)  T-Sport DNH F308 +Im05.418s 12 11 McBride +8.823s 3 Tomee %7 11 Goddard +Im10.,331s 13
L9 Thmme 12 DuvashenPadayachee (AUS) Double RRacing  DMHF308 -1 lap 14 12 Padayachee  +9.633s | 0% TSemms 12 Padayachee  +lm30.255s 14
e o™ R Hannes van Asseldonk (ML) Fortec Motorsport DMBF312 18 laps-acc 7 R Ilyas 11 laps-spun of f 7 1o pADChEE 1094 R van Asseldonk 5 laps-accident b
1:32.130 R Geoff Uhrhane (AUS]  DoubleRRacing [DMBF312 4laps-acc 13 R Lymn 6 laps-acc/suspen § PR R Derani 0 laps-clutch 9
& Serralles 29 CHAMPIONSHIP [MATIONAL CLASS) D=Dallara; WeNplkswagen/Spiess; MB+Mercedes-Benz Mkl ; MH-Mugen Honda/Brown,

POS TRIVER PTS 6 Derani 23 POS _DRIVER IS Race1 Winner's average: 97.16mph. Fastest lap: van Asseldonk, 1m36.027s, 100.92mph.

l  Harvey 41 1 Fantin 22 | Goddard 63 Race 2Winner's average: 94.45mph. Fastest [ap: Derani, Im29.494s, 108.28mph.

2 Jaafar 15 8 Lynn 14 2 Padayachee 45 Race 3 Winner's average: 103.50mph. Fastest lap: Serralles, 1m28.902s, 109.01mph.
3 Tincknell 32 9 Ilyas 9

4 Sainz 30 10 van Asseldonk 4
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% GREAT BRITAIN

April 7 & 9
British GT

Round 1/7

OULTON PARK

BRITISH GT AT A GLANCE
~» R1 McCaig/Bryant

~> R2 Westbrook/Ashburn

~> Poles Bateman & Westbrook
~» FLs Westbrook & Simonsen

___.r

BRITISH GT OULTON PARK, APRIL 7 & 9

BMW ind Porsche

BT Lo

take first bloot
in GT hattle

WHAT LOOKS LIKE
being the most competitive
season of British GT for
years sprang into life at
Oulton Park on Bank
Holiday Monday — and

it was a good day to be
driving a German car.

A shock win for the Ecurie
Ecosse/Barwell Motorsport
BMW Z4 on its series debut
was the feel-good story of
the weekend, but it came at
the expense of the United
Autosports Audi squad,
which had the first race
won until the car spluttered
to a halt on the final lap.

Poleman Charles Baternan
built a seven-second lead in
the Audi over the Z4 of
series debutant Alasdair
McCaig early on, before a
safety car undid all his fine
work in the wet conditions.
Bateman had five laps after
the restart to rebuild a gap,
and a quick turnaround by
the UA crew got co-driver
Matt Bell back out in front
of the Bimmer, despite the
need to remain stationary
for an extra four seconds
under new rules governing
all-silver driver pairings.

Returning former race
winner Oliver Bryvant gave
chase in the BMW, but Bell
had the race won when his
car conked out on the last

lap — owing to what the
team described as a fuel
pick-up problem. That
promoted a surprised
Bryant to the top step of the
podium, clear of closing
Danish ace Allan Simonsen.

Racing the latest Ferrari
458 for the first time in
British GT, Simonsen
charged the Rosso Verde car
started by Hector Lester up
from eighth during the
second half of the race.

He admitted he was
“quite lucky” to jump the
fighting Trackspeed Porsche
of Richard Westbrook and
Matt Griffin’s MTECH 458
in one move on the run up
Clay Hill, when both were
delayed by traffic, but once
clear he made short work
of Alex Buncombe’s RIN
Nissan GT-R and Godfrey
Jones’s Mercedes SLS (the
big gainer from the stops),
then set off after Bryant.

Griffin and Westbrook
both made it past the fading
Nissan, before contact at
Old Hall as Grifhiin dived
inside the Merc sent Jones
spinning down the order.
Griffin held on to complete
the podium by just 0.526
seconds from Westbrook,
who was later fined £1000
and three penalty points
on his licence for hitting
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Griffin’s Ferrari on the
slowing-down lap.

Westbrook kept it clean
in the second race, as he
led from pole while Griffin
and Simonsen both worked
past Jonny Adam’s new
Beechdean Aston Martin
Vantage Vi2. Adam did a
great job to qualify the car
second in the dry, but the
team struggled with a
traction-control issue that
hampered the car in the wet.

Griffin staved within a
few seconds of Westbrook
while fighting to repel
Simonsen, before the Dane
eventually found a way by.
He closed to within 3.3s of
the leader before the top
three all pitted to hand
over to their co-drivers.

A strong out-lap by 2010
champion David Ashburn,
coupled with time penalties
in the pits for Rosso Verde
and MTECH (owing to their
earlier success) — and slow

FanninfHughes Ginetta
twicewon the GT4 class

out-laps by Lester and
Duncan Cameron (in for
Griffin) — effectively sealed
victory for Trackspeed.
Ashburn had a 25.9s lead
at the end of that crucial
19th lap and he controlled
the race with ease. Lester
put in one of the finest
performances of his British
GT career to fend off
Cameron for most of
the final stint, but came
unstuck when Cameron'’s
attempt to pass at Old Hall
on the penultimate lap
resulted in the Rosso Verde
car being sent spinning.
Cameron and Trackspeed’s
Jon Minshaw (in for Tim
Harvey) thus completed the
podium, ahead of Daniele
Perfetti/Michael Caine,
while the Audi (which
Bell qualified sixth before
having his times scrubbed
for overtaking under
vellows) charged to fifth.
® Ben Anderson
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Westbrook leads the field
atthe start of wet race two

RESULTS (both 1 hour: 32 laps)

1 Alasdair McCaig/Oliver Bryant
(BMW Z4 GT3); 2 Hector Lester/
Allan Simonsen (Ferrari 458 Italia
GT3) +7.096s; 3 Duncan Cameron/
Matt Griffin (Ferrari); 4 David
Ashburn/Richard Westbrool
(Porsche 997 GT3 R); 5 Jann
Mardenborough/Alex Buncombe
(Nissan GT-R GT3); 6 Daniele
Perfetti/Michael Caine (Porsche):

7 David Jones/Godfrey Jones
(Mercedes AMG SLS GT3);

8 Freddie Hetherington/Benji
Hetherington (Nissan);

g Andrew Howard/Jonathan Adam
(Aston Martin Vantage GT3);

10 Jon Minshaw/Tim Harvey
(Porsche). GT4 Jody Fannin/Warren
Hughes (Ginetta G50). Fastest lap
Westhrook 1m48.561s (89.27mph).
Race 2 1 Westhrook/Ashburn;

2 Griffin/Cameron +27.667s;

3 Minshaw/Harvey; 4 Caine/Perfetti;
5 Matt Bell/Charles Bateman

(Audi R8 LMS); & Nick Tandy/Steve
Parish (Porsche); 7 Hetherington/
Hetherington; 8 Joe Oshorne/Steve
Tandy (Porsche); 9 Jones/]ones;

10 Bryant/McCaig. GT4 Hughes/
Fannin. FL Simonsen 1m£9.568s
(88.45mph).

GT3 points 1 Ashburn/Westbrook,
37; 2 Cameron/Griffin, 33; 3 Bryant/
McCaig, 27.

GT&4 1 Fannin/Hughes, 50; 2 Phil
Glew/Sailesh Bolisetti (Lotus Evora
GT4), 36; 3= Mike Simpson/Zoe
Wenham (Ginetta) & Marco Attard/
Alistair MacKinnon {Lotus), 27.
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MILESTONES

Buri takes his maiden Formula Ford
win in the inaugural race for the
EcoBoost cars. First time Jamun has
not won the first round since 2006

F3/GT SUPPORTS OULTON PARK,

APRIL |

FORMULA FORD AT A GLANCE
-» Race 1 Antti Buri

-3 Race 2 Jake Cook

-» Race 3 Luke Williams

-» Points leaders Buri & Cook

REPORTS
OULTON SUPPORTS

Buri and Cook kick off new Ford era

FINNISH RACER ANTTI
Buri and Britain’s Jake Cook
are tied at the top of the
British Formula Ford table
after the category’s new
EcoBoost era kicked into
life at Oulton Park.

The results of the two
Mygale drivers mirrored
each other, as both took a
win, a second, a third and a

fastest lap across three races.

Cook’s Jamun Racing
team dominated during the
previous Duratec period of
Formula Ford, winning the
title every vear from 2005
to "11, but there were signs
last weekend that rival
squad JTR mayv be able
to end that run.

The last-minute signing
of Buri (the category’s most
experienced current driver),
coupled with a strong drv

5tanley took M5V
F3 Cup double

set-up, allowed JTR and its
flying Finn to claim pole for
all three races and dominate
a dry race one from the front.
“We feel the work we've
done on our suspension and
twin-shock dampers has
given us an edge,” said JTR
boss Nick Tandy. “We seem
to be able to work the tyres
better [than the Jamun cars]
and make them last.”
Having dominated a
processional dry first race
on Saturday, Buri was
outgunned second time out
by Cook as the weather
turned wet on Monday.
After Buri and impressive
rookie Eric Lichtenstein
(Jamun Mygale) both went
off the road on the first lap,
Cook emerged with the lead
and pulled away at a rate
of two seconds per lap

following an early safety
car period to clear various
accidents. Buri recovered
to a distant second as
both Luke Williams and
Lichtenstein crashed out.

Williams redeemed
himself with a maiden
victory in the final race of
the weekend, taking the lead
from Buri (faring better on a
different set of wets) when
the Finn ran off the road
mid-race. Cook came home
second to claim a share of
the points lead as Buri held
on to complete the podium.

Two masterful drives
from Jamie Stanley gave him
a dominant double in the
well-supported MSV F3 Cup.

Despite losing a first-lap
lead of 4.55 to the safety
car in race one, Stanley
managed to rebuild his
winning margin to well over
six seconds. Tristan Cliffe
was beginning to close
on second-placed Mark
Harrison when a red flag
ended his ambition.

With Stanley away in the
distance from the start of
race two, a terrific scrap for
second ended when Cliffe
made his move on Harrison
at Shell. They interlocked
wheels, leaving Cliffe
spinning and Harrison
down to fourth, behind the

ITR's Buri battled Jamun
atstart of EcoBoostera

duelling Chris Needham
and Louis Hamilton-Smith.

Sean Huyton made it
a winning treble in the
Ginetta GTs Challenge
after three entertaining
duels with Mike Robinson.

Although Robinson led
initially in the first two
races, Huyton made the
decisive move at Island
in both, on the fourth and
second laps respectively.

“I thought I had it covered
the first time,” said
Robinson. Clive Richards
kept Ryan Ratcliffe at bay
in the first race to complete
the podium, but Ratcliffe
made amends in the
second and third events.

A first-corner incident
in the opening VW Racing
Cup race left James Walker’s
battle-scarred Scirocco
playing catch up. Aaron
Mason’s Golf ousted the
fast-starting Jetta of
Dominic Pettit on the
opening lap, as the safety
car arrived, but from the
green flag Walker flew
through the field, from fifth
to second in one lap. Mason
held onto the win, with
Walker just second after a
last-lap puncture allowed
the duelling Pettit and
Peter Wyhinny to close.

Mason and Walker shared
a number of lead swaps
at the head of race two
before Walker took charge.
@ Ben Anderson & Peter Scherer

RESLLTS

British Formula Ford (11 laps)

1 Antti Buri (Mygale M12-5));

2 Eric Lichtenstein (M12-S))
+4.180s; 3 Jake Cook (M12-5]);

4 Luke Williams (M12-5)); 5 Julio
Moreno (M12-5]): 6 Cavan Corcoran
(M12-5]). Duratec winner Fabian
Welter (Mygale 5]10). FL Buri
1m37.430s (99.46mph). Race 2

(9 laps) 1 Cook; 2 Buri +9.870s;

3 Freddie Martin-Dye {M12-5));

4 Welter; 5 Ryan Cullen (M12-5));

& Moreno. DW Welter. FL Cook
1m57.298s (82.62mph). Race 3 (10
laps) 1 Williams; 2 Cook +7.875s;
3 Buri; 4 Lichtenstein; 5 Corcoran;
& Martin-Dye. DW Kenneth Thirlwall
(Van Diemen LAOG). FL Williams
1m52.051s (86.49mph).

Points 1= Buri & Cook, 82;

3 Martin-Dye, 58; 4 Moreno, 56;

5 Williams, 53; 6 Cullen, 50.

MSV F3 Cup (7 laps) 1 Jamie Stanley
(Dallara F301); 2 Mark Harrison
(Dallara F306) +6.619s; 3 Tristan
Cliffe (Dallara F307); &4 lames
Abbott (Dallara F306); 5 Chris
Needham (Dallara F302); & Louis
Hamilton-Smith (Dallara F304).
Class winners Harrison; James
Ledamun (TOM'S 036F). FL Stanley
1m53.550s (85.34mph). Race 2
(11 laps) 1 Stanley; 2 Needham
+36.181s; 3 Hamilton-Smith;

4 Harrison; 5 Abbott; 6 Benjamin
Harvey (F307). CW Needham. FL
Stanley 1m51.860s (86.63mph).
Ginetta GTS Challenge (8 laps)

1 Sean Huyton (G40); 2 Mike
Robinson {G40) +2.235s: 3 Clive
Richards (G40}; 4 Ryan Ratcliffe
(G40); 5 Gary Simms (G40);

& Stuart Pearson (G40).

CW Matthew Flowers (G20).

FL Huyton 1m54.037s (84.98mph).
Race 2 (8 laps) 1 Huyton;

2 Robinson +0.343s; 3 Ratcliffe;

4 Richards; 5 Graham Johnson
(G40): 6 Simms. CW Flowers.

FL Huyton 1m53.918s (85.07mph).
Race 3 (11 laps) 1 Huyton;

2 Robinson +0.224s; 3 Ratcliffe;

4 Simms; 5 Johnson; 6 Richards.
CW Flowers. FL Robinson
1m54.432s (B4.69mph).

VW Racing Cup (9 laps) 1 Aaron
Mason (Golf Mk5 GTI); 2 James
Walker (Scirocco R) +10.167s; 3
Dominic Pettit (Jetta Sport); 4 Peter
Wyhinny (SEAT Cupra); 5 Thomas
Wilson (Golf K5 GTI); 6 Joe Fulbrook
(Bora 1.8t). FL Mike Neuhoff (Golf
Mk6 GTI) 2m08.602s (75.35mph).
Race 2 (9 laps) 1 Walker: 2 Mason
+1.205s; 3 Fulbrook; 4 Wyhinny;

5 Thomas Wilson (Golf Mk5);

6 Richard Morgan (Golf Mk5).

FL Walker 2m04.665s (77.73mph).
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PICS: BERNS/SRO

NOGARO
BN France

April 6-9
FIA World GT1
Round 1 of 10

AT A GLANCE

~2» Winners Ortelli/Vanthoor

REPORT
GT1 NOGARO

~» Qualifying race winners

Vanthoor/Ortelli

-» Pole Salaquarda/Vilander

[
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Ortelli and Vanthoor unbeatable in all weather

THERE’S NO STOPPING THE
Belgian WRT squad, it
seems. The team is only in
its third season of racing, vet
the winner of last year’s Spa
24 Hours made a flying start
to its maiden campaign in
the FIA GT1 World
Championship. Its pair of
Audi R8 LMS ultras blocked
out the top two positions in
both races at Nogaro.
Victory in the qualifying
race on Sunday and
Monday’s championship race
went to old hand Stephane
Ortelli and sportscar
newcomer Laurens Vanthoor.
Each time they had the edge
over team-mates Oliver
Jarvis and Frank Stippler.
Ortelli showed his
renowned wet-weather

prowess to claim victory on
Sunday, hunting down Albert
von Thurn und Taxis in the
Reiter Lamborghini Gallardo
shared with Tomas Enge. On
Monday, he was quicker than
Stippler in dry conditions,
though it was his team-mate
who had to come from
behind at this time of asking.

The Monegasque pitted
with a 2.1s lead, but the
positions were reversed
during the stops after
Stippler came in two laps
later. Jarvis emerged from the
pits with the narrowest of
margins from Vanthoor and,
despite the handicap of cold
tyres, held on to the lead.

Vanthoor was clearly
quicker, however, and after
one failed attempt to

AF Ferrari 458
started from pole

overtake at Turn 7, and with
the All-Inkl Mercedes driven
by Markus Winkelhock
closing at a second lap, the
WRT squad chose to invoke
team orders.

“Laurens felt he was
quicker and Oliver was
struggling with pick-up,
which was causing a little
oversteer,” explained WRT
sporting director Pierre
Dieudonne. “It is never
comfortable for a team when
vou have two cars fighting
over the lead, so we decided
to swap the positions.”

The tactic worked, Jarvis
never coming under threat
from Winkelhock in the
Mercedes-Benz AMG
SLS shared with Marc
Basseng to complete a
dream world championship
debut for WRT. “We did
a lot of work over the winter
to improve, because we knew
that we were moving up a
step by competing in a
world championship,”
said Dieudonne.

“Audi put in a lot of work,
too, and a key fact is that we
have fantastic drivers.”

WRT’s cause was aided in
the main race by penalties
for the two machines
that looked most likely
to mount a challenge to
Audi’s supremacy.

Toni Vilander jumped
from fifth on the grid aboard
the AT Corse Ferrari 458
Italia to second by the end
of the opening lap, while
local hero Mike Parisy also
made up three places at the
start in the Muhner-run
Exim Bank Porsche 911
GT3-R. The Frenchman was
up to fourth when the boards
came out informing the
too-fast-starting pair of
drive-through penalties.

Winkelhock ran out of
time in his quest to catch
Jarvis. He led home All-Inkl
team-mates Nicky Pastorelli
and Thomas Jager, while the
two AF Ferraris continued
the two-by-two theme in
fifth and sixth places.

Filip Salaquarda, Vilander’s
co-driver, just hung on to
sixth, holding off the
challenge of Peter Kox.

The Dutchman was the
fastest car on the track after

Ortelli/Vanthoor won
in bothwetanddry

taking over the Reiter
Lamborghini Gallardo LP6oo
from Darryl O"Young.

® Charles Godefroy

RESULTS

Championship Race 1 Stephane
Ortelli/Laurens Vanthoor (Audi R8
LMS ultra), 40 laps in 1h0026.801s
2 Frank Stippler/Oliver Jarvis (Audi)
+3.731s; 3 Marc Basseng/Markus
Winkelhock (Mercedes-Benz AMG
SLS GT3); 4 Nicky Pastorelli/
Thomas |ager (Mercedes-Benz);

5 Enzo Ide/Francesco Catellacc
(Ferrari 458 I[talia GT3); 6 Toni
Vilander/Filip Salaquarda (Ferrari);
7 Darryl O"Young/Peter Kox
(Lamborghini Gallardo LP600);

8 Albert von Thurn und Taxis/Tomas
Enge (Lamborghini).

Qualifying Race 1 Vanthoor/
Ortelli, 35 laps 1h00Om26.351s;

2 |arvis/Stippler, +6.030s;

3 Engefvon Thurn und Taxis;

&4 Alvaro Parente/Gregoire
Demoustier (McLaren MP4-12C
GT3); 5 Vilander/Salaquarda;

6 Winkelhock/Basseng.

Points 1 Ortelli/Vanthoor, 33;

2 Stippler/larvis, 24; 3 Basseng/
Winkelhock, 16; 4 Pastorelli/Jager,
12; 5= Ide/Castellacci & Vilander/
Salaquarda, 10.
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PICS: DPPI, ELIAN CAMERON

INTERNATIONAL
RACES & RESULTS
FIA EUROPEAN GT3
Nogaro (F),

Rd 1/6

QUICK RESULTS

-» Race 1 Sourd/Guilvert
-» Race 2 Baumann/Buhk
-» Pole 1 Buhk

-3 Pole 2 Guilvert

FIA GT3 EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP NOGARO (FJ), APRIL 8-9, RD 1/6

Baumann/Buhk triumph in Merc v Audi battle

DOMINIK BAUMANN AND
Maximilian Buhk surged
into the early points lead
after the first rounds of
the FIA GT3 European
Championship at Nogaro
on a weekend of mixed
weather conditions.

Sourd (left) and Buhk
battle it outinrace one

In the wet first race, Buhk

led initially in his Heico-run

Mercedes SLS but then
slithered wide, allowing
veteran French racer Marc
Sourd (Sainteloc Racing
Audi R8) to sneak past.
Sourd defended the lead

RACE RATING Some decent battles,

* k373w despite the grid
only just breaking
into double figures

until Buhk bullied his way
past along the back straight.
The key moment was the
pitstops, where the Heico
team gambled with a switch

on the same set of rain tyres
Sourd had used.

Heico’s gamble didn’t pay
off, as Baumann lapped 10s
off the pace. The Leipert-

to slicks when Baumann run Lamborghini of Filip
took over, while Sainteloc Sladecka/Gerhard Tweraser
sent Gregory Guilvert out finished second on the road,

but T'weraser failed to serve
a drive-through penalty
so was disqualified. This
promoted the AF Corse
Ferrari of Michael Lyons/
Stefano Gai to second, with
Baumann slithering to third.
Monday’s dry race was
a comfortable victory
for Buhk/Baumann. The
Sainteloc Audis controlled
the front row and settled
down into running first
and second, Guilvert ahead
of Dino Lunardi. Buhk
leapfrogged both of them at
the pitstops to take the lead
and was never challenged.
The Jerome Demay/Lunardi

V8 SUPERTOURERS RUAPUNA CNZ), APRIL 7-8, RD 2/7

Interloper Coulthard
scores double victory

STAND-IN FABIAN COULTHARD
dominated round two of
New Zealand’s new V8
SuperTourers series at
Ruapuna, qualifying fastest
and winning two of the
three races in his Holden.
Coulthard, who drives for
the Brad Jones Racing V8
Supercar team, was called in
late to replace round-one
winner Greg Murphy, who
was recovering from a back
operation. In winning the

first two races the
Australian-based Kiwi
showed great speed on cold
tyres in the early laps.

John McIntyre won the

feature race, getting ahead of

Coulthard off the start and
withstanding immense
pressure to hold the lead all
the way in his Ford Falcon.
Former A1GP star Jonny
Reid (Ford) finished third
and second in the first two
heats but was only 10th in

1 SebastianVettel <

G E DG E

——

——=Rankings

CURRENT
STANDINGS

3 JensonButton ¢
4 LewisHamilton <
5 FernandoAlonso <

2 MarkWebber <

the final after getting Falcon FG), +3.587s: 3 Jonny Reid

pushed off the track. (Ford); 4 Craig Baird (Ford); 5 Ant
McIntyre now leads Pedersen (Ford); & Kayne Scott
the seven-round series (Holden). Race 2 1 Coulthard, 20
from Reid and Kayne laps in 31m32.262s; 2 Reid +1.731s;
Scott (Holden). 3 Baird: 4 Mclntyre; 5 Scott; 6

@ Bernard Carpinter Pedersen. Race 3 1 McIntyre, 25 laps

in 35m43.807s; 2 Coulthard +0.2585; 3

RESULTS

Race 1 1 Fabian Coulthard
(Holden Commodore VE), 15 laps
in 21m30.261s; 2 John McIntyre (Ford

Baird; 4 Andy Booth {Holden); 5 Scott;
6 Pedersen. Points 1 McIntyre, 1034;
2 Reid, 965; 3 Scott, 930; 4 Pedersen,
877: 5 Booth, 815: 6 Baird, 812.

REPORTS

WORLD OF SPORT

car received a drive-through
for a pitstop infringement,
while Sourd slowly dropped
back through the order.

@ |ack Nicholls

RESULTS

Race 1 1 Gregory Guilvert/Marc
Sourd (Audi R8 LMS), 35 laps

in 1h00OmMO5.507s; 2 Stefano Gai/
Michael Lyons (Ferrari 458 Italia GT3),
+1m00.028s; 3 Dominik Baumann/
Maximilian Buhlk (Mercedes-Benz
SLS); 4 |esse Laine/Gilles Vannelet
(Lamborghini Gallardo); 5 Jerome
Demay/Dino Lunardi (Audi): & Mika
Vahamakif/Max Nilsson (Mercedes).
Race 21 Baumann/Buhk, 40 lapsin
1h01m03.872s; 2 Gaetano Ardagna
Perez/Giuseppe Ciro (Ferrari),
+34.172s; 3 Gaiflyons: 4 Guilvert/
Sourd: 5 Vahamaki/Nilsson:

6 Demay/Lunardi. Points 1 Baumann/
Buhk, 40; 2 Sourd/Guilvert, 37;

3 Lyons/Gai, 33; 4 CirofArdagna
Perez, 19; 5 Nilsson/Vahamaki, 18;

6 Lunardi/Demay, 18.

INBRIEF

AUSTRALIAN F3

James Winslow has won eight

of the nine rounds this year, but
it was Chris Gilmour whao left
Bathurst with a new outright lap
record. Winslow won both Sunday
races after being sent to the rear
of the grid for Saturday’s opener,
which allowed Jordan Skinner to
win with Winslow 3s behind. The
Briton gained revenge for twa
wins, with Gilmour close behind.

WHAT HAPPENED THIS WEEK

Fabian Coulthard’s switch into New Zealand V8 SuperTourers paid
dividends as a double win - added to a second in the Feature Race
- catapults him 100 spots to an all-time high of 209th. The only

man to defeat him, John McIntyre, moves up 203 places to 802nd.

| To see the full list, visit castroldriverrankings.com
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To advertise call 020 8267 5865

WEB DIRECTORY

EXHAUSTS

GEARBOXES

HAMILTON o

Suppliers of: Race & Rally Shellers,
Minilifite, Piloti, Moto-lita, Car Covers eic
www. hamiltongrouponline.com

HELMET GRAPHICS

Mike Fairholme Designs
Sole approeed painler of Are helmety,
Gilwer Biarhey, Corby Bidkholme, e Connibuam, Lingy MO1D &00
Tel: 01476 550630 Fax 01476 550029
emall fairholmedesgni@bicennet com

wwiw.fairholmedesigns.co.uk

BNFISTORICKSRORTSHRACERS}

O, ".'.'."_'.".1." 1743

= aielhandlouiity 95058
' Sports RacinglMoc sithe

. A
B W modelgarage.co ukgs
e T e i e O naT e o | '

Inconel & Stainless Steel Specialists

SIMESON

Tel: 01753 532222
www. simpsonraceexhausts.com

o —
s FINALLRF

www. finallap.net WE BUY AND SELL
«dd jOji248 J2OFERS F OFFFY BROJ48

MOTORHOMES

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

CLUBMAN

Tel. 01327 308833

Web. www.brianjames.co.uk

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES
Gearbowes mnd Andes (o Hosd, Hace, FinSy e mosn

Telephone: 01582 B40008, Fax: 01582 BA000OT

o CART and Formu'a
One R ng  rramodahla Larpes seecion o sghed
ongmal collectables Ses ow 50 ender marssiplsce

Mescrabiia Call or fax of 2 mae Imting al (G609 575 1140
ol WELT Fi e AR ,"!_‘ Wiatd JLLAGLRD Sai

" www CarfekMotorsport com

OUILE ==

P R TR— Teld 01 THD 2000 M4 Pand i THD 2690010
brav saberifebteracmgir e erinnm com

www, Clileracingtransmissions.com

F1 Morchandise bought and sold

Meadowhall, Sheffield
ak @14 258 GEEl

www.theformulalshopandmore.co.uk

RACE PARTS

/QEDRY SUMP
SYSTEMS

AAMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC

WWW.DRYSUMP.COM  (916) 652-5282

S EERRE [5

wyw.pipercams:colk

www.porscheshop.co.uk

PORSCHESHOP

+44 (0) 121 585 6088 v

www.raceradio.co.uk|

' Pit to Car Radio |

0044(0)1508 7T\

528837 sy 24000 wanawe.

e e —

Position Sensors Ltd

WWwWw.position-sensors.co.uk
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vwww. schroth.com
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RACEWEAR MANLFALC ruﬁrﬁwé

awsracewear.com

CNC INORTING FOR MOST

MAKES REALS SEANSELT

& BEALMINEL FUN FAIVE
BN IR

+44 (0)161 483 4810
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LPURPLE.CO.UK
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a"l. ..I'I. -"I. Al :l ¥ J'll ‘." L. '..rr
ME TG KRAGCE OFL S

9 216 666

Hoosier

RACE IYRES
www.hoosiertyre.co.uk
Tel: 01293 B63579

ALL OMP RACEWEAR Se——

AVAILABLE NOW OMP

W ybracing. co.uk  e—

RACING CARS FOR SALE
ALAN CORNOCK FCS

BUYING - SELLING - BROKERAGE
www.racingcarsforsale.co.uk

TEL: 01480 891212

Manufactiurers of bespoke
spiit nm alloy wheels

www.imagewheels.co.uk

HAUTOSPORT.com

_—A
TO ADVERTISE'IN THE WEB DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL

020 8267 5367 OR E-MAIL autosport.ads@haymarket.com




Highest approval rating

During 2012 all new trailers sold across Europe must be manufactured to
an approved European standard of construction and design.

Brian James Trailers have attained the highest level of European Whole
Vehicle Type Approval for each of our trailer types.
Owning a new Brian James Trailer has always guaranteed qualification,
now it puts you in pole position.
Race Tra nsporter For the first time possibilities exists for racers to specify a high quality, robust transportation
trailer incorporating full race meeting workshop facilities. Choose from an extensive range
of trailer sizes and capacities, then select the support equipment you need to suit

requirements. Race Transporter trailers all feature new light panel/
constructions and advanced new, lightweight chassis.
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Clubman & Clubman Tilt-bed

For a generation the Clubman range has ; i
defined value for money and choice. The latest :
designs feature many enhacements
that all users will benefit
from.

Clubman - Tiltbed model 100-0510

4.3 m (14ft) Long, 1.90m (6ft 3) wide
2000 Kg gross capacity

Range from £ 1,809 plus vat

Visit the Brian James Trailers web site at

full pric BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS
product range and our extensive national dealer network.

www.brianjames.co.uk for full pricing details of the
www.brianjames.co.uk Tel. 01327 308833

ref. 12/03 ﬁ?

Models shown may feature optional equipment
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

RL 2000

£4. 900 + vat

Call Us Now! tel. 01327 263 384

www.woodfordtrailers.com

sales@woodfordtrailers.com

RL 3000

£5,950 + vat

STARHOME
BOOKNOW!

WEWILL DELIVER THIS RV TO ANY MOTORSPORT EVENT IN BRITAIN OR EUROPE
HIRE PERIOD FROM A WEEKEND TO A WHOLE SUMMER (Subject to availability)

CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR THE BRITISH GRAND PRIX,
LE MANS 24HR AND GOODWOOD FESTIVAL OF SPEED

www.f1starhome.com
CALL 01942 670 262 ORMOBILE 07725 039122. EMAIL F1STARHOME@GMAILCOM

Look Beyond

For further information, contact

Mike Tasker n."d]g IObal

mt@mslglobal.com
+44 (0)1420 471000 www.mslglobal.com

For Sale

optonal colour finishes shown

PRG Trailers | Cheshire | UK | Tel: +44 (0) 1270 812402
Web: www.prgtrailers.co.uk | Email: info@prgtrailers.co.uk

MONACO WINDSOR RV, 331t QUAD
- SLIDEOUT 6 BERTH, TV SAT SYSTEM,
k _' | LEATHER CHAIRS/SOFAS, SHOWER

M FOOM AND FULL KITCHEN WATH
Mol |\VASHER/DRYER MICROWAVE, 4 DOOR
FRIDGE FREEAER, REVERSING MIONITOR,
INVERTER/CHARGER, 12V AWNING,
ALARM, NAV TRACK, DSL GENERATCOR,
SELFLEVELLING & MANY MORE
FEATURES

( PHONE FOR MORE DETAILS ON |

01621 776391
OR E-MAIL

Larthur@bradwelImarina.nnm 1,

A rare opportunity to acquire an extrerneal,
high specification, ex F1 hospitality unt at a
very competitive price

Quick Setup the entire facility can be
operational within six hours with a crew of two
and Is self contained within two trallers
Versatile two hospitality areas inclaing
roof temace, four offices, WC and industrial
kitchen.

High Spec fully integrated multimedia
system, air conditioning and on board

generator




AQUILA CR1

s -

November 2004. Immaculate. Converted 2

& Ajr Jacks, Passenger

ears ago for track days only. 1 hour since SSaLane oy

¥ o fo vs only. 1 hour si :

engine rebuilt 12 weeks ago, full cage, lowered Data bggﬂg system.
suspension, numerous updates, extremely quick, ®* Readytogol!

2 sets of wheels, race seals and race belts. Car
never raced. Under 20,000 miles since new.
Have original purchase invoice for £81,000.
Price £33,500

Call John at Mole Valley on:

01306-710088

David Mason 0777 581 6415

HAUTOSPORT
Ford Anglia Wanted MISSED AN ISSUE?
Historic race spec
Complete or

Rolling Chassis

07710 173669

0844 848 8817

DRIVE AVAILABLE AT MONACO GP HISTORIQUE

In Race winning Surtees TS 16 Formula 1 Car
e e 0 1 b

oy o e W

From £4000 (test)
Run by championship team Mirage Engineering

Surtees TS16 04 is probably the The best and most
competitive Surtees in its class available anywhere in the
world! Podium finishes twice at Monaco several wins, fastest
laps and pole positions. Fully rebuiilt: tub, suspension, gearbox,
powerful zero mile short stroke engine, you name it, it's had it
done!

One of the best cars available today with impeccable
provenance.

On the button and ready to win again!

Race or test Masters, HFO or Derek Bell
For sale with Monaco entry or will consider renting to right driver.

Email: perkinsracing@btinternet.com
or Contact Chris on: 07831 665 247

— S J—

——— =
.

READY TO RACE AND SORTED FOR 2012
ASSAULT ON MSA ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP

TO BE AT THE FRONT OF THE GRID CALL
07768 512840 FOR FULL DETAILS.

Porsche 996 GT3 RSR

Harlow Motorsport / Ricardo Spec

i . ﬂ_ L
p A

-"."I'.
g
x.,g,t__

Price: £65,000

Rebuilt in 2003, laid up since.
Immaculate throughout, has to be seen.
Many spares and pit equipment also
available.

Contact: Adam Simmons
t: +44 (0)1279 426832
e: adam@e-tradecounter.co.uk
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HaYyWwar O ] Hyundai Generators

1 & . .
f- D Ta’- H 2ensih Ideal for motorsport or home/office/business standby.

MOTORSP OR T _ Don’t be left in the dark this winter...
IEORALRYOURIROTARYIENGINEDIRACEICARIREQUIREMENTSY e -

e Support Doaplo wen historic retary enfaned Tice Carl i rough 1 OGN Cafs N endUrance racng. rafying snd Croull racing.
Ersgines for prototype Group C Lebans cars to clsssic Mikess races) i Sistonc sories such a5 the tamaes Maxds RIG and Mazds RYT.
We bulkt, port and tuse rotary engines and Uan bulk) complete race cars.

R 1 20Nt Y aspirated, Hngmt‘i-?‘iﬂ AT

i s Mrwwww
F.Ih Ha.l'un.f.fy .ta.pfm.l'rd engines’ 1l

ED ) engines 500 + HE

mrm [enginesi750e el

autosport.ads@haymarket.com

Tel: 01646 66 38 48
www.genpoweruk.co.uk

| PF}th ’h}’[‘uF E{“:FJF S 0 ‘ }ol'n;ns:g'o"olr
B MDAt omobilia =
; SUPPLIERS OF RACE | P SAUTOSPORT

MEMORIBILIA SINCE 1992

| Florida, USA 300y e7e-020 -
FoELAl Serviioe siE Chid = WA ; #1 f'n " .E..mm
Pyt b ] sl MU CIMSAUTOITCEOM
\ e B .o e Lkl 0208 267 5865
|
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e deaibe oo S Call CHRIS GRINT 01763 274448
W W W DOOKS FOOOKE .0 . UK “
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(SENadnE Fumps

UK Distributor

-
"IN TANK PUMP! R e
UPGRADES ENVORIIG Lo
Motorsport £9752
£ st EEE'EQ Pump Kit _ | =SASTH RIEAD)

TOP SPEC - 255 LTR/HR i "OUT OF TANK'
'HIGH FLOW' + REPLACEMENT PUMPS

‘HIGH PRESSURE'’ . 1 Jor  (BOSCH)

| (PIERBURG)
_ £139.00 . “; JC-8 (LUCAS)

_ - ,_ 7 a Fnot
£116.45

E | - E — \ | . 1
€58 BHER. 7" £77.60 § o o m:@ﬂr

190 LTR / HR JIC - 6 280 LTR / HR
MPBOO1B (180 LTR / HR @ 3 BAR)
TOP SPEC - 255 LTR/HR RTOREPORT S BAR FUEL PUMP

MOUNTING BRACKET
'HIGH FLOW' + "HIGH PRESSURE’

L L Juo® Tel: +44 (0)1784 493 555
Motorsport pump kit prices....£E86.55 Fax: +44 (0)1784 493 222

. Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk
Q Prices exclude VAT @ 20% Web: www.fuelsystem.co.uk
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~rAC=LLAND

2% HOUR DIAMOND ENDURANCE RACE

Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th May
(Bank Holiday Weekend)

24hr Hire-Kart Race For Teams
930m Outdoor Circuit (60secs/Lap)
Racing Brand New 270cc Sodi Karts
24hr Diner - Race Monitors - Rest Area
Fully Inclusive Event Cost
Colour Brochure Available Online
www.raceland.co.uk

S

The Sick Kids
Friends Foundation

- @

P
£ @

* The world's most important motor manufacturers and over 200 top intern

4

i gl =i w41
=0 —alw =
2 T, Lt B

EXHIBIT AT THE GOODWQOOD FESTIVAL OF SPEED

* Owver 180,000 visicors over four days

* Gain exposure to an affluent target consumer audience from around the world

* A range of exhibitor packages available

re information about exhibiting email: exhibitions@goodwood.com or call +44 (0)1243 755081

To book tickets call +44 (0)1243 755055 or visit

www.goodwood.com

"0&

Admiral MultiCar

More than just a second car discount

Some insurers give MultiCar discounts - but only for the second car.
With Admiral MultiCar each car receives a discount - guaranteed!

admiral.com
0800 600 880

/

(

Admiral

ational brands exhibiting

" APPOINTMENTS

WEB DIRECTORY

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

RACE & RALLY CARS

MARKETPLACE

67
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MARKETPLACE

PORSCHESHOPRP

24-HR » WORLD-WIDE * PARTS-DIRELCT

SERVICES: » RESTORATION = MAINTENAMNCE & DEVELOPMENT

* FULL CHASSISAP REBLILDS » TECHMICAL & DIAGNOSTIC
PARTS: = BOHSTER = CAYMAN = TURBO = HISTORIC
811 <8968 «944 «GT3 «RSR « CUPLCAR

Cn

TS T

©bembe EPAGID RECARD iy

N < = EEN

Call Adam or Kevin on: D'] 2'1 585 5088

EXPERT ADVICE MASSIVE STOCKS RAPID DELIVERY

WWW. emon-tweeks._. sk |

v 1"'1"—'-' — t
J— demon

LOW CALL lll‘E CALLS MAY BF RECORDED FOR TRAINING PURPOSES

MOTORSPORT EQUIPMENT

=
\\ \\ Saloon Car Preparation

tel: 01327 858006 fax: 01327 858800
email: info@mardigras.co.uk

web: www.performanceciutch.co.uk
www.mardigras.co.uk

Distributors and agents for:

s AY.. VDO

LInit 45, Silverstone Circuit
. Towcester
Morthampton NN12 8TL

¥ RACING FUEL CELLS N — S ——
i
HYPERCOI
L VARLEY RED YoP™ IO
B
. Lleline:
. E-r'r o L_frves S Fire & Safety Systems Lid.
g RACING Qs irosiance
. BRAKES
- SEARLS
" @b v ez (GCastrol
B
‘m HONDA SCHRICK:
THE WORLD'S BEST IR FILTER
N E N H B B - H B

MOTORSPORT 24

RACE PRODUCTS ( RACETYRES | RACE PRODUCTS

FOR ALL YOUR

- AVON

TYRES
MO TORSPORT

RACING TYRES
Inc. ACB 10 Formula Ford
Contact )

SNGEHROTH

= A, - 1 I C=

ACCEPT ONLY
\\ THE BEST
BMTR LTD 3

Tel: 0121 331 1122
Fax: 0121 331 1144

email: sales@bmtr.co.uk
see our new web site at www.bmtr.co.L

TO ADVERTISE IN
THIS SECTION OF

HAUTOSPORT

0208 267 5865

www.schroth.com

RACE PRODUCTS
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www. livelrace.co.uk
NL-7255 AX Hengelo Gid.

www.lfacebook.com/Live2Race.co.uk
Tel.: +31 (0)575-442077 Fax: +31 (0)575-463314 p
Into@veigersuspension.com twitter@Live2Race

-

Evolution Nomex

W
e J

¥ balaclava () l (’
¥ available in ‘ '

Evolution

e C-‘:}|DUI‘5: ‘ !Eiﬂm&x TDp

™

All products are totally Evnkition

seamless H.I‘"I:C.I manufactured Omex Paﬂtﬂ

: Attt
to the highest standard " Ot 'Sy 99

/ o Made in England

dant ..o A u
FIC WEAR | KARTWEAR | EIMULATIDN
; m&.

D1327 855 585
. G Gu) . gk ONE UVeX S

Stretches to fit and
exceptionally, comfortable

TO ORDER NOW, CONTACT:
0116 2696563 (Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm)

APPOINTMENTS MARKETPLACE RACE & RALLY CARS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS WEB DIRECTORY
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RACEWEAR | KARTWEAR | SIMULATION EI'""EI

OU132/7 8990 O890k

Grand Prix Racewear, Umt 1, Silverstone Technology Park, Silverstone Circuit, Silverstone, Northants , NN12 8TN

eparco _£7 _ uvex OMP O BELL) . —=  Nggt
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Torque
Developments
International

- ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS

- ROAD CAR PERFORMANCE UPGRADES

- RACE CAR PREPARATION AND SUPPORT.

— ECU CALIBRATION AND REMAPPING

- HIGH PERFORMANCE CHASSIS DYNAMICS

- CUSTOM PROJECT DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE
- ENGINE BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT

— RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT

— SERVICING AND REPAIRS

- HIGH PERFORMANCE PARTS DISTRIBUTION

- 0% FINANCE ARRANGED

g NI NS ES _Cavgy,

CT230R

UNIT 5

CLIFFSIDE TRADE PARK
MOTHERWELL WAY
THURROCK

ESSEX RM20 3XD

SALES & GENERAL ENQUIRIES
FREEFONE +44 (0)800 107 3250
TRADE & DEALER ENQUIRIES
FREEFONE +44 (0)800 107 3260

WWW.TDI-PLC.COM

prodrius

HASSIE DY NAMICS UERTIFISE

EFI University

Advanced Certification

MOTORSPORT INDUSTRY
ASSOCIATION

INTERNATIONAL ©

ISO 9001

ey s SPLY - Pl
W) RE®

RACE & RALLY TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS WEB DIRECTORY

MARKETPLACE

APPOINTMENTS
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autosport.ads@haymarket.com

SAUTOSPORT

APPOIN 'I'M EN'I'S BOOKING DEADLINE MIDDAY MONDAY PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
COPY DEADLINE MONDAY 5PM PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
PUBLICATION DATE EVERY THURSDAY ALL ADVERTS PLACED FEATURE IN THE APPOINTMENTS SECTION
OF AUTOSPORT.COM FOR ONE WEEK

CALL 020 8267 5820 RACHEL.BROCK@HAYMARKET.COM

FOR ALL AVAILABLE VACANCIES PLEASE GO TO THE JOBS SECTION OF AUTOSPORT.COM

EIZL._DIHI.E-.M-'IH
MCcLaren —“ForerRosso
= A NG

In its plans to continuously develop its Team, Scuderia Toro Rosso has a

: . @ number of exciting opportunities within its Aerodynamics Department,
At McLaren we believe that wi nning matters most. We based at the Wind Tunnel facility in Bicester (UK).

know what it takes to win and we achieve this by working
together and encouraging innovation in an extraordinary Junior Aerodynamicist(s) - ref. “"HR JA 64"
high performance environment. Working as part of a team within the Aerodynamics group, the successiul
candidates will support the Senior Aerodynamicists in Wind Tunnel testing

SUPPORT OPERATIONS MANAGER and designing of model parts with the drawing office. The ability to
demonstrate innovative and creative design solutions is essential. You will
have a degree in Aeronautical Engineering (or equivalent), and ideally some
M : e ; previous experience of working on Formula 1 aerodynamic development.
anager to deliver complex logistics and support solutions Flexibili i 2 : :

: : exibility and the ability to work under pressure to meet strict deadlines are
for the Race Team and marketing/sales support vehicle asasntial
events, ensuring that equipment, staff and support are We are seeking multiple positions, some of which will require some day shift
provided on site across the globe safely, on time and to work, while some positions will require some night shift work.

McLaren standards. This is a senior role reporting to the

Sporting Director and will interface at Exec level across the Model Design Engineer(s) and Junior Model Design Engineer(s)
business - ref. “HR MDE 65" and - ref. “HR JMDE 66"

Working within the Aerodynamic Design group, we are seeking highly
capable solid model, surface and mechanical Design Engineers, from
graduates to experienced designers, to support our aerodynamic
development programme.
: The successful candidates will possess good communication skills, be seli-
environment. motivated and have a flexible approach to working hours. You will be able
_ . _ . to demonstrate experience in solid modelling and/or free form surface
For further information and details of how to apply, please visit definition (ideally using NX7), and have a proven ability to work to a high
http://www.mclaren-jobs.com/ level of accuracy and tight deadlines. A relevant qualification in
| . . Mechanical, Automotive or other appropriate discipline is necessary, and
The closing date for this role is Friday 11th May 2012. design experience within motorsport is preferred, but not essential.
Positions will be assessed according to experience and skill level.

We have an exciting opportunity for a Support Operations

For this role we offer a competitive package including private
healthcare, access to an executive car scheme, company
pension scheme and the chance to work in a truly unigue

To apply please send a covering letter and your CV, quoting the relevant
reference number and your current salary details to:

HR Department, Scuderia Toro Rosso Spa

Via Spallanzani 21 — 48018 Faenza (RA) — Italy

Or upload your CV in our website: www.tororosso.com-jobs
Closing date: 04" May 2012

#AUTOSPORT LOOKING TO RECRUIT FOR 20127

THE LATEST SELECTION OF MOTORSPORT JOB VACANCIES UPDATED EVERY WEEK

» The appointment page of the website receives on average 200,000 page impressions per month

RPFPOINTMENTS

i | o il
= . b ool ik
i il sl

« The magazine you are looking at has a readership of 144,000 (Source: NRS Survey Q3)

» All appointment adverts placed in Autosport magazine are listed on the website.

“At Flybrid Systems we have used Autosport as a single source to advertise a range of jobs from design
and development engineering roles to assembly technicians and administrators. We have always had a

strong response and on the last occasion we received over 200 applications for 6 posts.”

fon Hilton FIMechE CEng, Managing Partner, Flybrid Systems LLP




HAUTOSPORT

And here are the views of some of our
satisfied clients:

‘Autosport provides a consistently high quality
recruitment service that enables GEMS to reach
industry professionals for a variety of roles.’

Richard Hull, GEMS Performance Electronics Sales & Marketing

“We received an unexpectedly large amount of
responses in only a few days. We would definitely

consider Autosport for any future recruitment needs.”
Jose Santos, Race Engineer Matech Concepts

“At Flybrid Systems we have used Autosport as a single
source to advertise a range of jobs from design and
development engineering roles to assembly technicians
and administrators. We have always had a strong
response and on the last occasion we received over

200 applications for 6 posts.”
Jon Hilton FIMechE CEng, Managing Partner, Flybrid Systems LLP

"Autosport has been a great help to me in the recruitment
of good quality candidates from the motorsport industry."
Keith Blain - MREC CertRP, Recruitment Manager

“The decision to advertise for staff in Autosport was
easy as the magazine is one of the most widely read
motorsport publications in the world. The resulting
response also met our expectations providing us

with a large number of high quality candidates. What
exceeded our expectations was the friendly and helpful
nature of the Autosport staff who helped us with the
timing and preparation of our advertisement. I would
recommend the use of Autosport to any organization

looking to recruit staff in our business.”
Steve Hallam, Director of Competition, Michael Waltrip Racing

“Team WFR recognise Autosport magazine as one of
the mainstream publications within the motorsport
industry and therefore was an obvious choice when
wishing to recruit new staff. We were thoroughly
impressed with the extensive response to our
advertisement and the quality of candidates that was
received, just going to show that Autosport is read by

high level motorsport professionals”
Jody Firth, Team WFR

Red Bull
T=CHNOLOGY

T T

WE ARE CURRENTLY RECRUITING FOR THE
FOLLOWING ROLES AT RED BULL TECHNOLOGY:

HR947 — ACCOUNT MANAGER -
MARKETING DEPARTMENT

Bosed in Milton Keynes we are currently looking to recruit an Account
Manager to work within our Markefing Team.

Our Account Manager will support the Head of Account Management in
building and maintaining successful relationships with Red Bull Racing's
Technical Partnerships.

We are looking for someone with proven Account Management skills who will
be able to create, maintain and enhance Partner relationships. Motorsport
knowledge and experience working with Technical Partners is preferable but
not essential.

The ideal candidate will be an excellent communicator and have strong inter-
personal skills in order fo build and maintain positive relationships. They will
he enthusiastic and creative, with the flexibility needed fo work in a small
team. Attention to detail and organisational skills are @ must.

HR945 — CNC MACHINIST -
MANUFACTURING DEPARTMENT

We have an opportunity for a skilled Machinist to work within our state of the
art Machining Facility.

Applicants will have experience of operating, setfing and programming 4 or
5 axis mills with Heidenhain conirols, or CNC Lathes with Siemens coniral.
The successful candidate will be able to demonsirate the ability to read
engineering drawings as the role will involve the production of a variety
of complex machined components to a very high standard in a range of
materials, including fitanium, magnesium and carbon fibre.

The ideal condidate will be able to demonsirate a high level of self
motivation and be able to work within a high pressure environment. Good
communication skills and the ability to work within fight timescales are an
essential requirement for this position.

To apply, please email or send a covering letter and your CV,
quoting the above reference number, where you have seen the
role advertised and your current salary details to:

Email: recruitment@redbullracing.com

Address: Human Resources, Red Bull Racing Limited, Bradbourne Drive,
Tilbrook, Milton Keynes, MK7 8B

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS: 20th April 2012

PLEASE NOTE: Red Bull Technology does not accept any unsolicited resumes from headhunters,
executive recruiters, or other staffing or personnel agencies. Red Bull Technology is not
responsible for any fees related to unsolicited resumes.

WEB DIRECTORY

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

RACE & RALLY CARS

MARKETPLACE
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Hitech Racing Brazil have 1 subsidised seat available in
The Sudam F3 Championship in class A and class B

SEASON STARTS MAY THROUGH TO DECEMBER

18 RACES OVER 9 WEEKENDS IN 3 DIFFERENT SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRIES
Prepare for 2013 with a top F3 team this year within an exciting and competitive environment.

For further details Contact Rodrigo Contin — Hitech Racing Brazil -
rodrigo@hitechracing.com.brlel: +55 41 9820-1999 (Brazil)
Tel: 07894 980911 (UK)

BARC Club Meeting

a7th june

ALLY RUCK RACE MEETING
z381h sgih July

CSMA ‘BIG WEEKEND'

1 Jiih - 19th fugust
‘ BARC Club Meeting

o
_=» ath September :
| MGRRC Motorcycle Race Meeling

Wl &th October

\ BARC Club Finals Me
. -; agth October

ating

Children 45 Y€
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» ALL THE NATIONAL & CLUB RACE, RALLY AND HISTORIC NEWS. PLUS FULL REPORTS AND RESULTS ROUND-UP

NATIONALRACING - HISTORICS - CLUB - RALLY - RALLYCROSS - HILLCLIMB
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OultonPark

LEADING FORMULA FORD
figures have called on the

governing body the Motor
Sports Association to get behind
their series to help rationalise
single-seater racing in the UK.

The category held its first race for
the new turbocharged EcoBoost cars
at Oulton Park last weekend, with eight
drivers on the grid. Kev players within
the category feel the governing bodv
should back Formula Ford to help it
grow, give drivers a clearer path towards
the professional ranks and boost
single-seater racing in the UK.

Fluid Motorsport boss Lindsav Allen
said: “The MSA is backing old formulas,
but Ford and the teams have gone to the
trouble [with the new car] and we need

support from the motorsport authorities.

I think this vear is going to be a struggle,
but by the third vear it should really
start to come strong.”

Fluid’s Allen wants more ’
support for Formula Ford

Lue
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Ford has worked to keep costs down for
the first vear with its new car, subsidising
certain parts and limiting gear ratios, but
Allen feels budgets will need to go up
to make the formula attractive to
professional outfits.

“The prices really should be heading
towards £150,000 — that’s where we
should be if we’re trying to attract
the professional teams,” said Allen.

“It needs to be viable for evervbody.”

Jamun Racing boss James Mundy
believes Formula Ford, Formula Renault
BARC and InterSteps are all competing
over the same drivers and budgets.

He feels the governing body has an
opportunity, following the cancellation
of Formula Renault UK earlier this vear,
to rationalise and strengthen the UK
single-seater structure by backing

one national junior championship.

“T just think there are too many junior
single-seater championships,” Mundy

Just eight EcoBoost cars
at Qulton lastweekend
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said. “Formula Ford has up-to-date
technology, Ford is behind it and it has
a good calendar. We need the MSA to
get behind us too, but whatever happens
they need to get control of the situation.

“Look at the amount of championships
we have, whereas in Germany, for
example, there are only two single-seater
championships. Because EcoBoost is new
it's going to grow, whereas the other [UK]
options are using old cars. [FRenault]
BARC I don’t reallv understand and I
can’t see InterSteps growing, but the big
problem is drivers are spread out.

“There’s got to be a proper structure
for junior drivers and I think Ford have
got a really good product. Mavbe thev
could restrict testing and bring in a
chassis cvcle to make it more attractive,
but the MSA needs to be strong, back it,
and take the opportunity to create some
structure in this country.”

Series boss Sam Roach is due to meet
with the MSA to discuss the future of
single-seater racing in the UK. He said
having a single, promoted and backed
junior single-seater championship would
be “the right model whatever happens”.

“I would love for it to be Formula Ford,
but there needs to be clarity and guidance
from the MSA,” Roach said. “We have the
building blocks in place to make our car
the first step on the single-seater ladder;
we Just need more teams and drivers to
come in and get behind it. If I could ask
the MSA for one thing it would be to
specify a preferred category.”

AUTOSPORT SAYS...

BEN
ANDERSON
NATIONAL
EDITOR

ben.anderson
(@haymarket.com

‘CAREER’SINGLE-SEATER RACING
inthe UK is in trouble. Formula
Renault UK is dead and other grids
(with one exception) are struggling.

There's a need - espoused by the
FIA - to rationalise the ladder and
Formula Ford has an opportunity
to re-establish itself as the bottom
rung using its EcoBoost car.

The first race of its new era at
QOulton was disappointing. The field
was small and the race was dull, but
any overhaul needs time to bed in.

The real reason it was so
underwhelming was dilution of the
grid. Formula Renault BARC has a
superb field, but it uses a technically
historic car; InterSteps has Racing
Steps Foundation and MSA support,
but uses tired BMW chassis. Ford
has manufacturer backing for a new
cost-effective car, but a poor grid.

Better to have just one premier
junior single-seater series with all of

these drivers (and teams) competing.
It would have to be based on FFord
because it's the most modern option.
The present reality of professional
single-seater racing, never mind the
future, lies abroad. If the MSA backed
one category, perhaps on the TOCA
package, with a (RSF?) scholarship
to take the winner into the Formula
Renault Eurocup, we would have a
structure to discover and back the
best UK talent. There would be no
dilution, no hiding and no doubt.
With the will to regulate, there
is potential to sort out this mess.

Extra contact details
Kevin Tumer, features editor
kevinturmer@haymarket.com

CONTENTS

p82 REPORT
BARC SNETTERTON
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ERC LYDDEN
p86 REPORTS
CCRC &SMRC
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BRITISH GT RACE
winner Jonathan Adam
believes the new Aston
Martin Vantage Vi2 will be a
contender for this vear’s GT3 title,
despite poor results on its race
debut at Oulton Park last weekend.
The Beechdean-run car showed
strong pace in the dry, with Adam
qualifying second in his session,
0.375s slower than poleman Richard
Westbrook’s lap in the Trackspeed
Porsche 997 GT3 R.
However, the car struggled badly in

British Fornnmla Ford

EcoBoost Sinter
almostready

FLUID MOTORSPORT BEOSS LINDSAY
Allen hopes to have his new EcoBoost
Sinter Formula Ford on the grid for
round two at Brands Hatch next month.

Allen ran Alex Drabble and Matt Rao
in Duratec Van Diemens at the Qulton
Park season opener last weekend
and also provided support for the
older Myerscough College car of
reigning Scottish FF1600 champion
Kenneth Thirlwall,

He plans for former series race
winners Garry Findlay or James Bridger
to shakedown the new Sinter before
its scheduled race debut at the Brands
DTM meeting on May 19-20.

e — P
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New cars rapid in British GT

iierv show promise on debuts at Oulton Park

the wet races because of a traction
control issue and Adam/Andrew
Howard’s best result was ninth in
the first race. Nevertheless, Adam
believes the car has shown enough
potential to be a factor this season.
“We know what the issue is but it’s
getting the setting right,” said Adam.
“Most of the testing we have done
has been in the dry, so this was a test
in a way. Our pace has been mega in
the drv and the car has a good baseline.
“The potential is there; it was good
to be in among the pros in gqualifyving.”

Rao has already committed to
graduating to EcoBoost when the Sinter
is ready and Allen said he was in talks
with other drivers to expand the line-up.

“The FIA and Ford have come to look
at it and it will be better than the Mygale
because I've built a racecar, not a show
car,” said Allen. “"Everything we've had

Fluid helped Thirlwall while
it builds EcoBoost machine

The BMW Z4 fared better in wet
conditions on its British GT debut,
with the Ecurie Ecosse line-up of
Alisdair McCaig and Oliver Bryant
running a strong second from early
on in race one and inheriting a
surprise maiden win when the UA
Audi retired with a fuel pick-up
problem on the final lap. The team’s
second race was hampered by a
right-front tyre breaking up, an issue
series supplier Avon is to investigate.

McCaig said: “It’s the 60oth
anniversary of Ecurie Ecosse so

to do we've done from scratch - we've

used nothing from the Duratec car

except the knowledge we've gained.”
Allen said the Caterham F1team had

been involved in designing the car’s
bodywork and given permission for
the 'LA1Z' to use the Caterham name
and livery for promotion.
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Ecurie Ecosse won on
the Z24's first time out

everyone’s delighted. We're hampered
a bit with the balance of performance
but the rain plaved into our hands.”

BRITISH GT QUALIFYING

Porsche 997 GT3R Im35400s
Aston Martin V12 Vantage 1m35775s
Ferrari 458 Italia 1Im35.7%6s
Audi R8 LMS Im36803s
BMW Z4 GT3 Im37372s
Nissan GTR GT3 Im37e6ls
Ginetta GE5 Im37844s
Mercedes AMGSLSGT3  1m37/930s5
Chevrolet Corvette ZO6R 1m386575
Fun Cap

Team Parker
to Fun Cup

LEADING PORSCHE CARRERA
Cup squad Team Parker has
expanded to the Fun Cup for 2012,

Parker will run car number 21
for Ecurie Helga in the petrol class
of the VW Beetle silhouette series
and will field Caterham graduates
Adrian Fleming, Adrian Barwick,
Mark Lewis and Mark Cox.

Having started the five-hour
opener at Donington Park earlier
this month from the last row of
the grid, the team was making
progress before a collision with
another car forced retirement.

MIS Motorsport

ON TRACK  ON &VENT MOTOR TRADE
PERSONAL ACCIDENT COMMERCIAL @ LIABILITYS

01943 884 555 MOTORSPFPORT

mismotorsport
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Wl;?teﬁeturns to Renault BARC
and takes points lead with MGR

FORMULA RENAULT BARC
runner-up Josh Webster hopes to

compete for the title again this year
after a late deal allowed him to win
at the season opener at Snetterton
last weekend.

Webster narrowly lost out to Dino
Zamparelli in the 2011 title race with
Fortec Motorsports and had hoped to
graduate to Formula Renault UK this
season, but the cancellation of that

championship left him without a drive.
He regrouped and put together a

deal with MGR Motorsport to return to
FR BARC last week.

Webster took a win and two seconds
at Snetterton to take the lead in the
standings and could complete the rest
of the season.

“It was a quite a blow when FR UK
got cancelled so it's been a bit up and
down since then,” said the 18-year-old.
“To win with a car that was
put together in the last few
days is great.

"Whether we stay in for
the full year depends
partly on this weekend -
we're also looking at doing
some National Class F3
tests alongside BARC.

It's a good result and we'll
see what happens.”

N ———

Webhsterleads
at Snetterton

Scoitish Mini Cooper Cap

Di Resta makes Mini race debut

STEFAN DI RESTA, YOUNGER
brother of Force India Formula 1
driver Paul, had a brief racing
debut at Knockhill last weekend.

Karter di Resta qualified 10th
of 27 Scottish Minis, just 1.2s from
pole, having done only one test
before the event. But he was then
involved in a multi-car incident
early in race one and had to sit
out the rest of the weekend.

He now hopes to appear in
the series again to gain licence
signatures, but is not planning to
contest the full season. “It’s not
certain that I'm going to move into
racing cars - this was a weekend
to try, and also get my licence,” he
said. “We thought we might as well
give the Minis a go because it
has a strong grid.

“I've never had the raw ability
that Paul’s had, or the hunger, so
that's why it’s a hobby for me, but
I've always been at the sharp end
because Paul has crafted me into
being a fast driver.”

Di Resta’s debut was impressive but brief

FIAGT3/TOCA

Hill stars in Merc GT3 test outing

FORMERGINETTA G50 CUPRACER
Jake Hill is hoping to appear in the
FIA GT3 championship later this
season after a successful maiden
test with Mercedes team HEICO
Gravity-Charouz recently.

The 2010 Ginetta Junior runner-up
drove the squad’s AMG 5LS GT3 at
the Algarve circuit in Portugal and
excited team boss Alex Zoechling
enough on his first visit to the track
to be offered a drive.

Zoechling said: “Jake really

impressed us. He looked so at ease,
he listened to and learned from our
engineers, but mostly he was just
really fast!”

Budget issues have prevented Hill
from taking up the seat, but he hopes to
raise the funding to race with the squad
later on in 2012.

Hill also has a chance to compete in
the second round of either the Ginetta
GT Supercup or Renault Clio Cup at
Donington Park this weekend, if he can
raise some extra cash.
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MARCUSPYE

HUMBLE PYE

The voice of club motor racing

t Hockenheim this weekend,
Athe HSCC’s Martini Trophy

with SuperSports
competition kicks off where the
European two-litre sportscar
championship fizzled out in 1975.
To me, the later Group 6 prototypes
(essentially two-seater F2 cars)
were the ultimate machines for
privateers, ever the lifeblood of
endurance racing.

The era started spectacularly
in 1970, with Brian Redman’s
stunning last-gasp Spa victory in
the hurriedly 'spyderised’ Chevron
B16 over Jo Bonnier's Lola T210
snatching the manufacturers’
crown for Derek Bennett's marque
by a point. Redman’s brilliance
could not deny the Swiss-domiciled
Swede - BRM's 1959 Dutch GP
winner - the drivers’ title though.

Bonnier had completed a
hat-trick at Hockenheim’s round,
beating Abarth’s armada and
Redman’s closed Chevron. Current
Red Bull lynchpin Helmut Marko
(Lola T212) won its '71 round, after
which the series by-passed it until
74 when Alain Serpaggi triumphed
in an Alpine-Renault whitewash.
Hard-trying Briton Martin Raymond
(Chevron-Hart B31) deservedly won
75's swansong, having chased Jorg
Obermoser’s Warsteiner Toj-BMW
home in the first heat.

I've been blessed to race several
of these sensational machines in
Thundersports and Historic events
since the '80s, so the opportunity to

exhilarating and there
was more downforce
than I was ready for”

Hammering along
with 285bhp was

Pye enjoyed hisrunin a
rebuilt Chevron B23/36

‘run-in’ Al Fleming'’s Chevron B23/36
last Friday, post-rebuild, had me
hot-footing it to Snetterton. Who
cares about Bank Holiday weekend
traffic? Just sitting in a Group 6 car
makes me glad to be alive.

Chevron B23-/3-25, which the
former Slick 50 Saloon champion
debuted last year, spent its early
days in Italy where Eris Tondelli flew
the ‘Bolton Wanderers' flag. While it
retains a panelled tubular chassis, it
was factory-updated with winged
76-type B36 body and later raced
in the USA, from where Fleming
sourced it to augment his B8.

Prepared by lan Jones of Racing
Fabrications - who ran me in Rob
Cox’s Lotus Elan Special GT in 83,
then in Don Wood’s amazing Lola
1294 at Donington in 1990 - and
son Mike, the machine felt taut and
agile, even as | bedded in brakes
and checked fuel pick-up from new
long-distance tanks.

I'd not driven the Snetterton 200
track, but the tricky Montreal (Sear)
hairpin fires you out onto the Revett
Straight. Hammering down it,
285bhp Cosworth BDG engine
singing at 9000rpm in top, was
exhilarating but the Chevron's wing
made more downforce than | was
ready for in two stints. Nonetheless,
it's rekindled an old love affair.

MNow | can't wait to see the cars

at Silverstone’s HSCC
International
Trophy event
on May 19-20.




WOLDS TROPHY

CADWELL PARK
21 & 22 APRIL 2012

THE WOLDS TROPHY RETURNS TO
CADWELL PARK IN APRIL, FEATURING
ALL FORMS OF HISTORIC F3

PLUS RACES FOR CLASSIC
SALOONS, SPORTS CARS AND
OTHER SINGLE SEATERS,

HSCCE

WEEKEND ADMISSION (ONLINE)*  £16
SATURDAY ADMISSION (ONLINE)*  £10
SUNDAY ADMISSION (ONLINE)* ~ £10

GENERAL CAR PARKING FREE
08434539000 W i o
WWW.CADWELLPARK.CO.UK cawetpans “soomssesoes.

5 DMAX ENTRIES
Day1onva UYP BY OVER 100% FOR 2012

(MOTORSPORT )

BIGGER THAN EVER, NEW WEIGHT CLASSES, NEW CIRCUITS
EVEN BETTER VALUE - LESS THAN £1500 FOR A SEASONS RACING

p-
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Come along and see why Vodafone Dmax
is the Uk’s leading karting championship

15th April
20th May
17th June

Daytona Sandown Park Grand Prix
Lydd Kenr Clubman

Whlﬂun Mill, Hnrfhunfs National Circuit

8th July

Daytona Milton Keynes International Extra

19th August

PF International, Lincs Extended Circuit

16th September

72 21st October
LAAVTON Y e

18th November

Daytona Milton Keynes International
Rye House, Herts Raceway Circuit

Daytona Sandown Park Alternate

ROTAX. | {2 O
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BRITISHFORMULAFORD TEAM

boss and Porsche ace Nick Tandy made
his British GT debut at Oulton Park last
weekend, sharing a Motorbase 997 GT3 R
with Steve Parish. Tandy missed qualifying
after Parish went off in the earlier session
and a tyre issue hampered their first race,
but the duo charged to sixth in race two.

EX-GINETTACHALLENGE RACER

R400s last ra::ed

4.-_ during 2009 '
Caterham R400

George Murrells and former Formula Y

e Caterhamsetto revive R400

Optimum Motorsport's Ginetta G55 in the

British GT season opener at Oulton Park ; : y
last weekend. The pair finished 16th and Sportscar marque aims to introduce new series above current R300 contest
18th in the two races.

CATERHAMIS PLANNING TOREVIVE AUTOSPORT understands that some  drivers pushing up the ladder from

GINETTA ACEMIKESIMPSON its R400 racing category for 2013, components from the new SP/300R below. It's one of those things that’s
replaced reigning Welsh Sports Saloons The R400 Superlight Challenge was sports prototype, race versions of been bubbling under the surface for
champion Dominic Evans in Century abandoned in 2009 due to low entries which will also be made, will be used. a couple of years and it's about time it
Motorsport's British GT4 Ginetta G50 at and the Cosworth engine falling out of Caterham motorsport manager made a return.
Qulton. Evans did not have the correct line with the rest of Caterham’s range. Simon Lambert said: “There isn't “We're currently testing engine
licence to race the car, so Simpsaon The R300 series, launched in 2009, anything concrete on the R400 yet, options based on development work
partnered VW Cup graduate Zoe then became the top rung of the but essentially there's demand fromthe  from the SP/300.R. It will probably have
Wenham to third in class in race two. Caterham sportscar racing ladder, but R300 grid - we have people who have a sequential gearbox and be our first
the manufacturer now believes thereis  been doing it for three years and want slick-shod premier UK series since
THEWORKS JOTA-RUN MAZDA scope for a series above it. to move on, and there are a lot of the old K-series powered R400."

MX5 GT failed to make its British GT debut
at Oulton last weekend due to technical

issues. The team plans to be at the R ——— .
Nurburgring next month for round two. ROHChett]_ V8
RENAULT CLIO CUP FRONTRUNNER Monaro wins

Josh Files made a one-off return to

Thoroughbred Sportscars at Donington Oonrace d@bﬂt

Park last weekend in his 2010 title-

0.237s to top the 23-car field.
Ronchetti lapped a second faster
in the race than he did in qualifying
and believes there is more to come
from the V8 machine. “We were
struggling with the car, there is still
a lot of set-up work to do,” he said.

winning Triumph TR6. “| wanted some CLUB TIN-TOP ACE JOSS S R “It was encouraging, but it's not
practice before next week’s Clio race, Ronchetti claimed a surprise win as quick as the Sunbeam yet.”
but after the first couple of laps, | thought in his new Vauxhall Monaro in modified Talbot Lotus Sunbeam, It is hoped that more cars will join
it was undriveable,” he said. Files qualified the opening round of the Classic controlled the race from the front after the second round at Silverstonein
on pole and won the race. Thunder Championship at the leading Nissan Skylines clashed May, including Andy Robinson’s Ford
Snetterton last weekend. with backmarkers on the fifth lap. Falcon, the Mazda RX7 of Stacy
FORMER RENAULT CLIO CUP Ronchetti, who has previously Despite understeer problems, he Vickers, and former Alfa Romeo
champion Phil Glew rejoined the Lotus scored many successes in his held off Paul Dobson’s Mazda RX7 by aces Tim Lewis and Adie Hawkins.

team for the British GT season opener
at Oulton Park last weekend. Glew, who
raced for Lotus in GT4 last year, shared Ford Fiesta Junior
one of the team’s Evoras with Indian

pacer Saflesh Bodentand ke Modest start for new Fiesta Junior series

class runner-up in both races. Former

Britcar and European GT4 racer FORDFIESTA JUNIORORGANISERS anumber of drivers who have confirmed :-::T:?rgiea?ﬁﬂ?:tt:n .
Alistair MacKinnon and Brit GT returnee believe the series can grow despite just their interest, so | am hopeful numbers —
Marco Attard raced the sister car. eight cars appearing for the inaugural will swell,” he said.

race at Silverstone last weekend. Freddie Lee, son of Hot Rod and

The BRSCC category caters for drivers  Eurocar ace Barry, won the first race, in
aged between 14 and 1/, the same age which only five cars made it to the finish
range as targeted by Ginetta Juniorsand  in treacherous conditions. Race two

Glew drove GT4 Lotu

5
: =

the 750 Motor Club’s Saxmax series. fell to Charles Ladell.

Fiesta Junior co-ordinator Kevin Ginetta secured 14 entries for its
Shortis nevertheless believes there is first 2012 Junior round at Brands Hatch,
room for the category to thrive: while only seven cars made it out

“We have 12 licences on the table and for the Saxmax opener.
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Elite Karting Leaque

6 ROUNDS 6 GREAT
. CIRCUITS =

BECOME A WARRIOR =

Bayford Meadows Chassis:- BIZ Evo race chassis
Sunday 20th May 2012 . i 2
unE ﬁyn i I:;rk Engine:- 2 x GX160 320cc Amazing one-day format
Sunc(:l::aly; mI:iJLgl;ﬁﬂw Tuning:- Optimised timing * One hour open practice
Sunda g?:nd%ul 2012 Volumised head :
Itlanduwy Balanced carburettors * Four x four sprint heats
Modified free flow
SU"dﬂlﬁf;: ?I:‘JEP"E“;}*I?'IE" 2012 exhaust « Dash for Cash £1000 prize
ilton Mi
Sunday 7th October 2012 Brakes:- Kelgate dual pistons « Two 90 minute Team Enduro
Teesside Karting Endurance race brakes

Sunday 11th November 2012 .
Tyres:- SR Slick Sava soft

compound.

THE PRICE IS £396.00 PER ROUND PERTEAM

With the new and exciting Sunday format, four to eight drivers will compete to be the best,
competing for their towns and cities.
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Illla_"" & E
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dlev

If you would like to start your own team to represent your town or city.
It really couldn’t be easier, just visit our website for more details and join all the team owners on
facebook.com/thekartingleague

Tel: 01642 231117 Email: admin@thekartingleague.co.uk
www.thekartingleague.co.uk




ERIC SAWYER, JEFF BLOXHAM, KEVIN MONEY

PICS: WOOD,/LAT,

Fish tested Ensign

FORMERRADICAL AND RENAULT
Clio racer Simon Fish will contest this
year's Grand Prix Masters series with the
ex-Tiff Needell Unipart Ensign. "l raced a
Surtees T516 at the Silverstone Classic last
yvear, liked it and decided to buy a car,” he
explained after testing the Ensign for the
first time at Donington last Thursday.

HISTORIC ACEEWAN McINTYRE

is swapping from his familiar Lotus XV

to a McLaren MIC for Masters events this
year. Along with brother Jamie, who is
also building a Bizzarrini GT, Ewan gave
the car a shakedown at Donington Park
last Thursday after a total rebuild.

CASTLECOMBESPORTS & GT
championship sponsor Doug Watson's
Vadabar BMW E&3 M6 was not ready for
the 30th anniversary series opener on
Monday. The 550bhp V10-engined
coupe should debut on May /.

PORSCHE CARRERA CUPPOINTS
leader Michael Meadows topped the
series’ Thruxton test last week by

0.6s. Fergus Walkinshaw (Ginetta GT
Supercup), Niall Murray (Ginetta Junior)
and James Colburn (Renault Clios) were
quickest in their respective sessions.

RUSSIANTIMUR TIMERZYANOV,

one of the pre-season favourites for the
European Rallycross Championship,

was forced to withdraw from the opening
round of the series at Lydden last
weekend after being denied entry to the
UK because of a visa problem. The event
will become one of the Hansen Motorsport
Citroen driver's dropped-score rounds.

FORMERIRISHFF1600 CHAMPION
John Ferguson made his Porsche GT3
Cup debut at Snetterton last weekend.

“| wanted to do something different,” said
Ferguson, who retired from both races.

ROGERDUCKWORTHWON THE

Alan Healey Memarial Stages Rally at
Cadwell Park in his Subaru Impreza WRC.
It was the first rally at the Lincolnshire
circuit for eight years.

Duckworth won Cadwell rally
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DONINGTONPARK AND THE
British Racing and Sports Car Club
have joined forces to push the
Leicestershire circuit forward.
Donington appointed the
experienced Christopher Tate as
managing director (see AUTOSPORT,
November 10 2011) after its recent
troubles. The BRSCC will provide
consultancy services focused on
the circuit’s relationships with
national and international
motorsport governing bodies.
“When you are one circuit operating
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on your own it's difficult to keep up with
everything,” said Tate, who confirmed
the BRSCC would not take over the
running of the venue. "When you're
running as many things as the BRSCC
vou have a broader perspective.

“We don't have access to all the
international contacts we need and the
BRSCC is the obvious choice: they are
a club without a circuit and we are
a circuit without a club.

“There is a lot going on at Donington

- new investment, improvements, key
staff - and we know it’s time for new

NEWS
SPORTS EXTRA

Donington wants
" bigger meetings

initiatives in the way circuit owners and
the major sporting clubs work together.”
The agreement comes just over a
week after it was announced that
the 750 Motor Club has moved its
racing headquarters to Donington.
New competition secretary Giles
Groombridge will run the office with
sometime Stock Hatch racer and
Saxmax coordinator Nicky Funnell.
Tate confirmed that the circuit will
work with the 750MC on fresh club
projects. “It'll be about encouraging
new people into the sport,” he added.

Lola loses out to Chevron in French sportscar battle
Frederic da Rocha took this Lola TZ298 to second place in the Classic
Endurance Racing event at Nogaro last weekend, finishing behind
the polesitting Chevron B36 of Martin CConnell and Sandy Watson

Scottish Mini Cooper Cup

Kart ace fast
on Mini debut

FORMERROTAX MAX KARTING
ace Ross Wylie scored a podium

on his car racing debut in the
Scottish Mini Cooper Cup at
Knockhill last weekend.

Wylie, 20, the 2008 Junior Rotax
Stars of Tomorrow title winner and
2010 British Open Senior Rotax
karting champion, qualified ninth
before finishing seventh and
eighth in the first two Mini races.

Wylie then finished second in
the final race of the weekend, less
than a second behind winner David
Sleigh. The Scot plans to contest
the full championship and hopes
to become a professional sportscar
racer in the future.

“This is a learning year for me,”
said Wylie. "I'd like to use 2012 as
a platform to build a career as a
professional racing driver. I'd like
to move up to the Porsche Carrera
Cup and then race in sportscars.”
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SNETTERTON 200
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MGOC QUICK RESULTS
~» Race 1 Sam Smith
~» Race 2 Smith

BARC SNETTERTON, APRIL 7-8

‘Smith snatches success

A VARIED ARRAY OF
championships supported
BARC’s headline Formula
Renault act, with single-
seaters, saloons and
sportscars braving the
intermittent rain.

Some of the best battles
came in the MG Owners’
Club double-header, where
a pulsating scrap between
Sam Smith and David
Mellor heated up the
opening leg. It climaxed as
the pair sped side-by-side
down Bentley Straight
for the penultimate time,
banging doors as they
swept into Brundle, with
Mellor stealing through on
the inside to lead. Smith
returned the compliment
(albeit without contact)
next time around and held
on to win in a drag race
to the flag.

Battle resumed in part
two, with Smith surging
from sixth to second and
quickly closing on Mellor’s
tail. The pair swapped
twice before Smith made
sure of another win on the
final sprint down Bentley
Straight. The double was
fine reward for Smith after
he worked hard over the
winter following a crash
at Silverstone last season.

Poleman Mike Gardner
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and reigning Class A
champion Stuart
Kestenbaum also enjoyed

a tenacious scrap for the
lead in Classic FF1600,
swapping places four times
before gear linkage failure
ended Gardner’s weekend,
handing Kestenbaum the
win. Meanwhile, Steve Bell
charged from the back after
a misfire in qualifying

to inherit second.

Despite Gardner’s
absence, there was more
epic duelling in the sequel
as Kestenbaum and Bell
spent much of the race
side-by-side. In the end
a lock-up by Kestenbaum
into Nelson on the
penultimate lap secured
Bell the victory.

The pair squared up
again in the Pre-1990
Formula Fords, where
a gutsy move in damp
conditions by Kestenbaum
round the outside of Riches
proved decisive. Bell’s
chances of recovery ended
when he overcooked 1t and
took to the escape road at
Brundle on lap seven of 10.

Last year’s AUTOSPORT
Golden Helmet winner
Garrie Whittaker took
another unflustered
lights-to-flag win in the
first of two Kumho BMW
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events, edging clear of
Colin Wells” similar M3,
with Karl Skitt (318) in
a distant third.
Whittaker looked like
repeating the feat in race
two, before the chasing
Wells wrenched the lead
away when the pair
collided at Brundle on
lap 11. Whittaker swiftly
reasserted himself, only to
tangle with a backmarker
at Murrays next time
around and lose the place
again. This time the
chequered flag cut short
his charge with Wells’
bootlid in sight. Meanwhile
Skitt recovered to third
after earlier being nerfed
off in the race.

W= pearsonwas peerless

in Classic FF2000

Just seven cars
contested the Porsche GT3
Challenge’s first race as a
full-blown championship,
with poleman James Birch
providing much of the
early action. Having
dropped back after a poor
start, he hauled himself
into second only to suffer
a high speed spin into
Brundle on lap five. Having
clipped the barrier on
entry, Birch was briefly
airborne as he hurtled
across the grass, before
showing remarkable
composure to jam the
car back into gear and
rejoin third. Sadly the
damage incurred forced
him into retirement.

Smith narrowly pipped
Mellor in both MG races

Meanwhile, fast-starting
Steve Liquorice led
comfortably throughout.
A last-lap spin cost John
Ferguson second, leaving
Jason Sherwood to blast
past Neil Houston and
grab the place.

After overnight repairs,
Birch claimed victory in
the greasy conditions of
race two, coming through
from the back to overhaul
long-time leader Sherwood.

The Classic Thunder/
Blue Oval Saloon race
looked like being
dominated by the
straightline speed of
Darren Bly and Mark
Biggars’ pair of mighty
Nissans. But a collision

Kestenbaum (13) and Bell
put on some fine racing



FR BARC QUICK RESULTS
~» Race 1 Josh Webster
~» Race 2 Seb Morris

~» Race 3 Scott Malvern

“We misjudged the tyre pressures, went a bit
wide and the front wishbone sheared off

Seb Morris was happy to salvage sixth after his race-one problems

PICS: RICHARD STYLES

Morris leads bumper
field into Riches

FORMULA RENAULT BARC SNETTERTON, APRIL 7-8

Webster, Morris
and Malvern star

BOOSTED BY THE
cancellation of this
year’s flagship UK
championship, a
25-strong field
assembled for the
Formula Renault BARC

with a luckless backmarker
on lap six eliminated both
of them, promoting Joss
Ronchetti’s immaculately
presented Vauxhall Monaro
V8 to the lead. “I just saw
the smoke, made my way
past it and thought ‘that’s
a nice gift!"” he remarked.
Ronchetti was shadowed
to the finish by Paul
Dobson’s RX7, with

Garrie Whittaker’s

M3 a close third.

Lawrie Dunster’s M3
sailed serenely to victory
in the Pre-1993 Touring
Cars, ahead of an
enthralling battle for
second. Paul Bellamy (M3)
held sway for much of the
race before being shuffled

MGOC(EOTH 10 LAPS)

15am Smith (MGF), 2 David Mellor MGE)
+01173, 3 Peter Higton (MGF); 4 Paul Wisbey
(MGF} 5 Dean Sullivan (MGZR), 6 Simon
Kendrick (MGF), Class winners Sullivan;
Harjinder Bhambra (MGZS) Jim Bavham
(MGE Roadster) Fastest lap Meallor
Im2935%94s {(73.36mph).

RACE 21 5mith. 2 Mellor 403265, 3 Higton:
4 Kendrick: 5 Wisbey: & Will Sharpe (MG 2R
160 CW Sharpe; Enambira; Baynarm

FL Mellor Im30129s {7324mph)
CLASSICFF1600(BOTH 15 LAPS)

1 5tuart Kestenbaum (Van Diemen RF79).
2 Steve Bell (Rovale RF29) +8.856s; 3 Nigel
Lingwood (Van Diemen RFE0); 4 Colin
Williams (PRS BWO1).5 Steve Pearce

(Van Diemen RF78) 6 Andrew Smith

(Van Diernen FA73) CW Smith.

FL Mike Gardner Im21121s (B8.04mph)
RACE 21Eell * Kestenbhaum «05%60s;

season-opener at
Snetterton. Among an
impressive line-up was
2011 runner-up Josh
Webster, Ginetta Junior
champion Seb Morris,
and British Formula Ford

down the order, leaving
Chris Bright (M3) to
take the place.

Defending champion Ian
Pearson proved peerless in
both Classic FF2000 races.
In the first, his task was
eased when second-placed
Scott Temple retired with a
snapped gear lever. While
Paul Burt took a lonely
runner-up spot, the battle
for third was separated by
less than a second at the
flag after Nigel Corry’s late
slip allowed Jon Finch and
a charging Philip Hart to
leapfrog him. Pearson
shrugged off Sunday’s
miserably wet weather
to take another dominant
win 1n race two.

3 Willlams; 4 Lingwood; 5 Smith; & Pearce
CW Smith; Mark Tumer (lamun T12B)

FL Kestenbaum Im2l 844s (8727 mph
PRE-1990 FF1600 (10 LAPS)

1 Kestenbaum: 2 Bell +77665. 3 Williams;

4 Pearce 5 Lingwood. & Turmer,

FL Kestenbanum Im31 301s (78 34mph)
KUMHOBEMW (EOTH 15 LAPS)

1 Garrie Whittaker (E36 M3}, 2 Colin Wells

(E36 M3 +5010s; 3 Karl Skitt (318 Compact):

4 Richard Bacon (E46 M35 Stephen
Pearson (M3); 6 Tom Wrigley (E36 M3)
CW Pearson; Darren Fielding (M3} Boger
Lavender (3 Series) Matthew Fielding (218
Coupel FL Wells Im19138s (90 25mph.
RACE 2 1 Wells. = Whittaker +26489s;

3 5kitt: 4 Pearson. 5 Lawrence Dunster
(E36 M3) 6 James Card (E46 M3,

CW Pearson; D Flelding Lavender: M
Fielding. FL. Wells Iim18 988s (S042mph).
PORSCHE GT3CUP CHALLENGE

champion Scott Malvern.
Fittingly they shared
a victory apiece, with
the impressive Webster
topping the points table
after a win and two
second places.
Nevertheless, it was
a scintillating Morris
who set the standard
throughout the wet
qualifying, emphatically
claiming a hat-trick of
poles. Despite coolly

Mark Osborne’s plucky
Triumph Dolomite made
the most of drizzly
conditions in the Post
Historic/Classic Group 1
Tourers encounter to lead
its more powerful rivals
early on. But as the track
dried, the V8 Rovers of
Tim Scott Andrews and
Riorden Welby re-asserted
themselves to claim the
top spots.

Phil Manser guided his
Mini Cooper past early
leader Ken Lark’s Alfa to
win the Classic Saloon/
Historic Tourers race.
Richard Sprigg’s Anglia
further demoted Lark into
Riches late on for second.
® Oliver Timson

{19 LAPS)1 Steve Licquorish (997)
2 Justin Sherwood (997 +3259s;

3 Nell Housten {997);, 4 Pete Smallwood
(99715 Mark Cowmne (996), no other
finishers. CW Cowme. FL John Ferguison
1Imi3 339 (9660mph).

RACE 2 (20 LAPS) 1 James Birch (Porsche
997} 2 Houston +34375; 3 Smallwood,

4 Liquorish; 5 Cowne; no other finishers.
CW Cowne FLEirch 1mi3g24s (96 5mph)
CLASSICTHUNDER & ELUE OVAL
SALOONS (16 LAPS)1 Joss Ronchetti
{Vauxhall Monaro VB8) 2 Faul Diobson
Mazda RX7)+0237s 3 Garrie Whittaker
{(BMW M3 E36). 4 Ashley Bird (Ford Sterra
XR4i) 5 Lawrie Dunster (BMW E36 M3},

6 Paul Bellamy (BMW M3, CW Whiltaker:
Bird; Dunster; Terence Clark (Ford Flesta
ST; Andrew Bushe {(BMW E3O N3} Gary
Parkes (Ford Ka) Brian Long (Ford Fiesta
Andy Johnson (Renault Clic) FL Darren

translating his advantage
into a first-lap lead

in race one, it all went
wrong when an off into
Riches next time round
left Morris with a
damaged front wishbone
and battling to salvage
sixth place.

While Morris toiled,
Webster led from
Malvern, who showed his
Formula Ford pedigree by
pulling a great move up
the inside into Nelson
on lap six of 15. Malvern
looked increasingly
comfortable in front
until gear linkage
problems left him
free-falling down
the order and gifted
Webster the win.

Morris reignited his
championship challenge
with a consummate
pole-to-flag win in race
two. Having quickly
progressed from fifth on

Dunster took pre-
1993 tin-top thrash

Bly (Nissan Skyline; Imls 5305 (92 84mph
PRE-1993 TOURING CARS (13 LAFPS)

1 Lawrie Dunster (BMW E36 M3}, 2 Chiris
Bright (BMW E36 M3} +17097s; 3 Richard
Miller (Ford Sierra Cosworth). 4 Tim Scott
Andrevws (Rover Vitesse) 5 Paul Bellamy
(BMW M3} 6 Andrew Bushy (BRW M3
E30 CW Bushy: Damiel Smoughton (BRMW
E30 3201} David Howard {Jaguar X123
simon Sheridan (Ford Fiesta XR)

FL Bright 1m32 5235 (76.86mph).
CLASSICFF2000 (16 LAPS)

11an Pearson (Van Diemen RFE3);

2 Paul Burt (Van Diemen RFE2) +26.010s;
3 Prnilip Hart (WVan Dietmen BRFE2)

4 Jon Finch {Van Diemen RF823.5 Nigel
Corry (Wan Diemen BF82). 6 Chris Levy
(Wan Diermnen RFE2) CW Clive Wood
(RF78) FL Pearson Iml&557s5 (93 29 mph)
RACE 2 (14 LAFPS) 1 Pearson: 2 Scott
Temple (Van Diemen RFG2) «16.70<4s.

the grid to third, Webster
snatched second from
Malvern a lap from home.

With Morris stalling
on pole in race three,
Malvern took a deserved
win ahead of Webster,
who once more sprinted
away from the third row
to claim second.

RESULTS (15 LAPS)

1 Josh Webster; 2 David Wagner
+4.623s; 3 Macauley Walsh;

4 Trent Hindman; 5 Jake Dalton;
6 Seb Morris. FL Scott Malvern
1m10.918s (100.71mph).

RACE 2 (18 LAPS) 1 Morris;

2 Webster +7.339s; 3 Malvern;

4 Wagner; 5 James Fletcher; 6
Ivan Taranov. FL Morris 1m11.188s
(100.33mph). RACE 3 (15 LAPS)
1 Malvern; 2 Webster +4.597s;

3 Dalton; 4 Walsh; 5 Morris;

6 Wagner. FL Malvern 1m19.793s
(89.51mph).

Points 1 Webster, 88; 2 Morris,
72: 3 Wagner, 68; 4 Malvern, 67;
5 Walsh, 63; &6 Hindman, 47.

R 1-" \-J»\n.ﬁ

JHart; 4 Finch: 5 Burt; 6 Corry. CW Wood.
FL Pearson Im28118s (B105mph),

POST HISTORIC AND CLASSIC GROUP
1TOURERS (13 LAPS) 1 Tim Scott
Andrews (Rover Vitesse). 2 Ricrden Welby
(Rover SR 07005, 3 David Hickton (Opel
Ascona) 4 John Wright (Ford Escort RSh

5 David Howard {Jaguar X112 & Torry
Crates (Ford Cortina Lotus Mk2)

CW Hickton: Howard: Crates

FL Welby 1m29701s (7962mph).
CLASSICSALOON & HISTORIC
TOURERS (12 LAPS) 1 Phil Manser

{(Mini Coopert): 2 Richard Sprigg (Ford
Anglia 105E)}+7053s, 3 Ken Lark (Alfa
Romeo GT Juniork 4 Steven Sprige (Ford
Lotus Cortinad. 5 Luc Wilson (Austin A40)
& Stuart Radford (Triumph 20000,

CW Lark; 5 Sprige: Wilson: Radford:

Keith Peter Wright (Maorris Minoz),

FL Lark Im42437s(6972mph).
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“Advancement
in Motorsport”
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Located in Hohenleimbach village, approx. 7kms from the Nordschleife
5122m? plot of land, with security gate

465m’ of floor space

4 separate apartments with central kitchen/dining area

1 garage block for 2 cars, ample storage and inspection pit

1 garage block for up to € cars

Party cellar area

Wi d
Over the past few years a gentle inter garden

whisper of hope and promise has
resonated into a mighty roar... the
roar of adrenaline and high octane
engines competing for pole LB AR .
position; a position made possible | %% 4%- B Contact Eddy at the Hotel an Der Nordschleife -
through the passion and expertise | v = +49 2691 930 158 - info@hotel-an-der-nordschleife.de
of the RGMMC team. .

Motorsport starts in karting and
karting starts with RGMMC.

RGMMC can also provide the ea s _ mar VdS

Price: €599,000

following equipment alongside the
trained personal needed to work it:

Sharing our passion

Electronic Flag Marshals

Unipro Clutch control

Race / Start control with
6 cameras

Communication systems ENJOY VIP HOSPITALITY WITH THE MARC VDS RACING TEAM
AT THE 20i2 24 HOURS OF SPA

Petrol testing equipment VIP Silver Package VIP Gold Package

Cuesls laking advanlage of the Guesls laking advaniage of the
ID card printing VIP Silver Package will receive VIP Gold Package will receive
on Saturday and Sundau: on Salurday and Sunday:
ATORe - Enhry lickel with paddock access » Entry lickel with paddock access
* Timing systems for events . Dedicated gues! parking close lothe - Dedicaled gues! parking close
paddock lo the paddock
We can also provide you with event consultancy, - VIP welcome pack + VIP Hospifalily access
Drganisatiﬂn and DTEpEI’EtiGI’I. - Access lo he open bar « VIP welcome pack
- Duided foui of he Marc VOS5 pit box - Access fo the open bar
- Meel the giivers session in he VIP » Goummel lunch in the VIP Hospitalily
If you are interested in any of our services dont hesitate Hospitality unit unit on Saturday and Sunday
to contact us. Price €350 + Dinner in the VIP Hospilalily

unil on Saturday
+ Guided tour of the Marc VDS pit box

RGMMC Establishment « Meel the drivers session in the
An der Halde 3 VIP Hospitalitly unit

9495 Triesen Price €550

Liechtenstein

Fax: +423 230 21 52
Tel: +423 230 21 50
Email: info@rgmmc.com

For further information:
evenisiimarcvds-group.com Www.marcyads.com




NATIONAL

RACES & RESULTS
EUROPEAN RALLYCROSS
LYDDEN HILL

QUICK RESULTS
~» Supercar Foust

~» Super1600 Leppihalme
~» TouringCar Marklund
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THERE WERE NOT
many at Lydden who
thought to be in England
in April was that great,
but American Tanner Foust
was one of the few not to
mind the persistent rain.

Despite his admitted
lack of experience in the
wet, the Ford-backed driver
was consistently best and,
having given the pack the
slip at the first corner of
the A final, drove away
for a clear win.

The rain was the story
of the weekend, soaking
into everything. It caused
the first qualifying heat
to be abandoned on the
opening day when water
caused the starting lights
and jump-start detection
system to fail. That meant
that all three heats and
the finals were run on
Monday, the organising
Lydden Hill Motorsport
Club under pressure to
compress the timetable in
unfavourable conditions.

Tyre choice was an
ever-present issue, but
OMSE, Ford’s team in
rallycross, were delving
deeper and changed
the front differential in
Foust’s Fiesta twice as they
searched for the best wet
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EUROPEAN RALLYCROSS LYDDEM HILL
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set-up. “I'm not used to the
rain,” said the Californian,
“And we have not done
much wet running so the
team treated this like a test
and led the way on set-up.
“I really messed up the
second heat because I
didn’t have the car in gear
at the start, but in the first
and third heats everything
was great and we were
fastest. Once I led the
first lap of the final I just
focused on being smooth.”
Behind Foust there was
nothing smooth, those
chasing having to contend
with windscreens that
were frequently opaque.
Mats Lysen ran second
just about the whole way,
slipping back only when
he took the Joker Lap.
Having bumped into
each other once or twice
earlier in the event,
Guttorm Lindefjell and
Liam Doran brushed again
in the A final, this time
as Doran, on a roll after
winning the B final, cut his
way through the pack.In a
bullish drive, Doran climbed
to third, his team getting to
grips with a new car in the
rain for the first time.
Stig-Olov Walfridson
and Andy Scott had shared

Scott’s pace deserved more P e

the front row with Foust,
but Walifridson slipped
back to sixth, while Scott
got a screen full of mud
and ran wide at turn one,
losing too much time to
feature; a disappointing
end after his magnificent
run through the heats.
The event also formed
a points-scoring round of
the British championship,
Doran the highest placed
registered contender and
so the effective winner of
that ahead of Scott. Third
and fourth places in the
BRC were taken by Julian
Godfrey and Steve Hill who
had a race-long duel in the
B final, eventually finishing
third and fifth after a late
slip allowed Svein Roger
Andersen to split them.
As the age of rallycross
drivers continues to get
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younger, 18-year-old Finn
Jussi-Petteri Leppihalme
claimed his first win in
the Superi6oo class and
19-year-old Swede Anton
Marklund opened his
first ERC season with
the TouringCar victory.
Leppihalme was sublime,
leading from pole and
beating team-mate and

SUPERCAR

1 Tanner Foust (Ford Fiesta VIID,
2Mats Lysen (Renault Clio D

3 Liam Doran (Citroen DE3x 4 Guttorm
Lindefjell (Skoda Fabia). 5 Michael

De Keersmaecker (Ford Focus 1D

6 Shg-Olov Walfridson (Renault Cho I,

7 Jean-Luc Pailler (Peugeot 207}

8 Andy Scott (Ford Focus I,

ERC Points | Foust, 20 2 Lysen, 17,

3 Doran, 15; 4 Lindefjell, 13,5 De
Keersmaecker 12 6 Walfridson, 11.
BRC Points 1 Ollie O'Donovan (Ford
Focus), 32 2 Scott, 28 3 Pat Daoran
(Citroen C4), 28; 4 Jullan Godfrey (Ford
Fiesta V1), 265 Steve Hill (Mitsubishi
Lancer E10), 256 L Daran, 20

REPORTS
SPORTS EXTRA

defending champ Andreas
Bakkerud at a canter.
Marklund’s win was
a little fortuitous, pole
starter Derek Tohill
delayed in a first corner
tangle with David
Nordgaard, but eventually
recovering to third behind
Roman Castoral.

® Tim Whittington

SUPER1600 1 Jussi-Petteri Leppihalme
(Renault Clio II). 2 Andreas Bakkerud
(Renault Twingo ID: 3 Krzysztof
Skorpski (VW Polo IV} 4 Ulrlk
Linnemann (Peugect 207).5 Jaroslav
Vancik (Skoda Fabial 6 Vadim Makarov
(Skoda Fabia 1) 7 Dawvid Johansson
(Citroen DE3) Bene Munnich

(Skoda Fabiall)

TOURINGCAR 1 Anton Marklund
(Ford Flesta VII rwd): 2 Roman Castoral
(Opel Astra G rwd) 3 Derek Tohill (Ford
Fiesta VIl rwd} 4 Tomdaniel Tanevik
(Mazda RX8} 5 Koen Pauwels (Ford
Fiesta VIl rwd) 6 David Nordgaard (Ford
Focus Il rwd}, 7 Kim Steinsholt (BMW 1x
8 Pedro Bonnett (Valvo C30)

Leppihalme (left)

PICS; TIM WHITTINGTON
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CASTLE COMBE

COMBE QUICK RESULTS
-» Sports/GT Gar
~» Saloons Adam Prebble

Prebble

“T was relieved to

see Simon spinning™
Gary Prebble took his chance

P91 SPORTS EXTRA

RESULTS ROUND UP
for April 7-9

CASTLE COMBE SPORTS & GT AND COMBE SALODNS CASTLE COMBE, APRIL 9

Prebble brothers win two
in Combe turbo chargers

SEVENTIES SPECIAL
saloon ace Brian Prebble
was the proudest man at
Castle Combe on Monday
as sons Gary and Adam
sizzled to a win apiece

in the Historica-themed
SEeasOn Opener.

Persistent rain played into
Gary’s hands in the first
Sports & GT championship
race of 2012, for he planted
his four-wheel-drive
Mitsubishi Evo on pole
and scarpered as rival
Simon Tilling’s Radical
SR3 was swallowed by
the pack at the start.

Defending champion
Tilling, now with a
smaller but more powerful
turbocharged 1175¢cc RPE
Suzuki Hayabusa engine,
quickly clawed his way
back to second. Having

HRDC GTS65 CASTLE COMBE, APRIL 9

passed Nigel Mustill’s
monstrous Aquila V8,
the chase intensified.
Tilling reeled in Prebble,
but gyrated at the Esses on
the penultimate lap. He still
finished a class-winning
second ahead of Mustill,
with Darcy Smith’s Radical
SR4 fourth, shadowed by
Des Andrews’s Megahart.
Adam Prebble was beaten
away at the start of the
Combe Saloons race. But
having displaced Will di
Claudio’s hot Peugeot 106
from second, he blasted his
Rover *Tomcat’ past Mark
Funnell’s Mini Cooper S
through Hammerdown
on the opening lap and
was not headed thereafter.
“I couldn’t believe the
times,” he beamed after
beating Funnell and Tony

Campfield wows in rain
but exotica steals show

NOT SINCE THE 1960s,
when Ron Frv brought out
his Ferrari 250LM or Ford
GT 40, had there been as
much exotica in a Castle
Combe GT race.

Richard Frankel’s
Scuderia Filipinetti Porsche
904/6, started by Barrie
Williams, local man Nigel
Williams’s Alfa Romeo
Giulia TZ and Keith
Ahlers’s ex-Chris Lawrence
Morgan SLR all won their
classes, but nobody could
catch the Austin-Healey

3000 of Marc Campheld.
In flamboyant style,
redolent of John Chatham
and Stewart Hands 45 vears
ago, Campfield hurled his

big Healey round in the wet.

Courting both grass and
puddles, he retrieved it
from seemingly impossible
angles, encouraged by crisp
barps of straight-six power.
“Big gonads,” smiled David
Smithies, having chased
fruitlessly in Chris
Clarkson’s 3000.

The Roxwell Racing
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Gary Prebble leads
Tilling's Radical

Hutchings (Audi T'T) home.
Having graduated to

Class B, series returnee

di Claudio was delighted

to win it. Mark Wyatt’s

two-litre Vauxhall Astra

narrowly beat Class C victor

Russell Akers’s 1400cc

version to fifth, Akers

having won a frantic

scrap with Charles Hyde-

Campfield heads
the exotica early on

Aston Martin DB4 of John
Young and Nick Naismith
was third, while Healey
hero Denis Welch hauled
Malcolm Verey's Cadillac
V8-powered Allard J2

to a spectacular fourth.

@ Marcus Pye

RESULTS (26 LAPS)

1 Marc Campfield (Austin-Healey
3000): 2 Chris Clarkson/David
Smithies (A-H 3000) +1m23.299s;
3 John Young/Nick Naismith (Aston
Martin DB4); 4 Malcolm Verey/
Denis Welch (Allard |2 ‘BB");

5 Barrie Williams/Richard Frankel
(Porsche 904/6): 6 Ted & Mark
Williams (AC Cobra). CW Williams/
Frankel; Nigel Williams/Andy
Mewall (Alfa Romeo Giulia TZ);
Keith Ahlers (Margan S5LR). FL
Campfield 1m43.283s (64.48mph).

Andrews-Bird’s Ford Fiesta.
® Marcus Pye

CASTLE COMBE SPORTS & GT (15
LAPS) 1 Gary Prebble (Mitsubishi
Lancer Evo); 2 Simon Tilling
(Radical-RPE SR3 t/c) +14.025s;

3 Nigel Mustill (Aquila GR1); 4 Darcy
Smith (Radical SR4); 5 Des Andrews
(Megahart-Vauxhall 001); 6 Martin
Baker (Radical Clubsport). Class

FEW QUESTION TOM
Smith’s pre-eminence
among MGB racers on
the historic scene, for the
reigning HSCC Guards
Trophy champion has
for several seasons been
difficult to conquer
in father Doug’s MG
Motorsport-built cars.
Nonetheless, Ben
Rushworth laid down a
marker in the B’s golden
jubilee year by seizing
pole for the HRDC’s
first MGBso0 race. James
Cottingham, never
overawed by Smith’s
reputation, completed
the front row for the
Appendix K race.

Smith had control from
the start, but Rushworth’s

lurid cornering kept him

close either side of a brief

yvellow-flag period. Ben
dropped it at Quarry,
but after a stop to check
wounds inflicted by the

conveyor belting returned

at unabated pace.
Cottingham was thus

& &
Smith starts celebration

winner Tilling. Fastest lap Tilling
1m15.9965 (87.63mph).

CASTLE COMBE SALOONS (15
LAPS) 1 Adam Prebble (Rover 220
Turbo); 2 Mark Funnell (Mini Cooper
5) +15.392s; 3 Tony Hutchings (Audi
TT); 4 William di Claudio (Peugeot
106GTi); 5 Mark Wyatt (Vauxhall
Astra): 6 Russell Akers (Vauxhall
Astra). CW di Claudio; Akers. FL
Prebble 1m33.312s (71.37mph).

promoted to second, and
Andrew Bentley to third.
Behind Dominic Barnes,
Nick Sleep just staved off
Jon Sandilands for fifth.
A lap down, Jonathan
Loader was seventh on
the debut of his Loaded
Gunn Racing car, with
Paul Campfield, the
recovering Rushworth,
Martin Richardson and
Paul Latimer’s early
ex-Rod Longton car
in his mirrors.
@ Marcus Pye

RESULTS (16 LAPS)

1 Tom Smith; 2 James Cottingham
+13.002s; 3 Andrew Bentley;

4 Dominic Barnes; 5 Nick Sleep;

6 Jon Sandilands. FL Smith

1m45.995s (62.83mph).

Smith topped
17-car MGB field

PICS-STEVE|ONES, OLIVER READ
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HRDC GT QUICK RESULTS

=» Overall Rae Davis

~» Class winner Richard Frankel

HRDC GRAND TOURING GREATS CASTLE COMBE, APRIL 9

“REPORTS
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A WONDERFUL ARRAY
of small-bore GT cars of
the Pre-’65 era — including
Austin-Healey Sprites and
MG Midgets in pretty
much every period body
permutation — plus some
droolsome Alfa Romeos
made for a superb HRDC
Grand Touring Greats
season opener.

Davis topped fine
small-fry entry

Rae Davis made the
best start, forging his Mini
Jem into the lead from the
middle of the front row.
Paul Woolmer’s alloy-
bodied Sebring Sprite and
the davglo Le Mans Sprite
of Jim Prentice headed the
chase initially, although
Ben Adams soon started
pestering the BMC ‘A’-

SCOTTISH MINI COOPER CUP KNOCKHILL, APRIL 8

Sleigh family slides ahead
in frantic Mini battles

THE DAY — AND THE
2012 season — began with a
shunt on the second lap of
the first Mini race, involving
Kenny McLeod and taking
out Stefan di Resta, brother
of Formula 1 driver Paul.

The restarted race fell to
Tim Sleigh over his brother,
defending champion David.
Tim led from the start,
pursued by Kenny Brewster
but, on lap six of the
seven-lapper, David
took second place.

The second Mini race
was again a Tim and David
Sleigh one-two, this time
with Steven Brewster taking

Tim (left) and David Sleigh took =
six podiums between them

third in torrential rain
and fog, while David took
victory in the finale.

® Garry Stagg

RESULTS (7 LAPS) 1 Tim Sleigh;
2 David Sleigh +1.787s; 3 Kenny
Brewster; 4 Kyle Reid; 5 Steven
Brewster; 6 Steven Clarke.

FL Reid 1m03.937s (72.18mph).
RACE 2 (9 LAPS) 1 T Sleigh;

2 D Sleigh +0.434s; 3 5 Brewster;
4 K Brewster; 5 Clarke; 6 Malcolm
McNab. FL S Brewster 1m10.043s
(65.79mph). RACE 3 (9 LAPS)

1 D Sleigh; 2 Ross Wylie +0.855s;
3 T Sleigh; 4 Clarke; 5 Kenny
Mcleod; 6 Michael Falconer. FL

K Brewster 1Im10.689s (65.19mph).

Series screamers in father
Peter’s Turner-Climax.
The dark horse, however,
proved to be Ken Selfe,
whose Mini Marcos
qualified fourth but was
gobbled up at the lights
and came round only 16th
on lap one. Back where
he started after five tours,
Selfe snatched third from
Woolmer and — with a
series of fastest laps —
closed on the scrapping
Davis and Adams. Before
he could pounce, however,
his blue plastic bullfrog

faltered and headed pitward.

The Davis-versus-
Adams tussle had warmed
spectators’ hearts, with
veteran Davis going ahead
at Folly or Avon Rise, only
to be outbraked repeatedly
into Quarry by the
youngster. Experience
prevailed, but Davis knew

Mairstook bizarre
winin Formula Ford

SCOTTISH FF1600 KNOCKHILL, AFRIL 8

'Mairs takes shock win

THE FIRST FORMULA
Ford 1600 race was an
absolute show-stopper,
with spectacular dicing
most of the way between
Ian Munro, Ali Dow and
Jordan Gronkowski.

Gronkowski suffered
an electrical fault when
leading at the start of the
last lap, leaving Munro and
Dow to continue their epic
battle right up to the last
corner, where thev took
each other out. A delighted
Ross McEwan took the
victory, only to be excluded,
a ballast error making
his car underweight.

All this left a surprised
Ivor Mairs the victor.

A semblance of
normality returned for
race two, despite the wet

he’d been in a race. “It was
bloody hard work in there,
with blokes coming at me
from all directions. But
there was not a single
touch. Fantastic,” he said.

Dorlin took damp HRDC63 thrash

HRDC 63

Behind Adams and Jaguar Mk2s dominated the race
Woolmer, Will Penrose’s for early Group 2 Touring Cars at
Ashley Midget and Ian Castle Combe, Pete Darlin seeing

Hulett’s pretty Wilson-
Spratt Motorsport Sprite
were split at the chequer

by Richard Frankel’s
curvaceous Alfa

off Nigel Webb for a splendid
victory. Ben Shuckburgh (Alfa
Romeo Giulia Ti) beat Chris
Scragg to third, preventing

a podium lockout for the

Romeo Giulietta SS. Coventry Big Cats.
@ Marcus Pye

HRDC TOURING GREATS
RESULTS (16 LAPS) Nigel Webb switched to his Jaguar

1 Rae Davis (Mini Jem GT); 2 Ben
Adams (Turner Mk2) +11.145s;

3 Paul Woolmer (Austin-Healey
Sebring Sprite); 4 Will Penrose
(Ashley Midget GT); 5 Richard
Frankel (Alfa Romeo Giulietta 55):
& lan Hulett (WSM Sprite).

CW Frankel. FL Ken Selfe (Mini
Marcos) 1Im50.016s (60.53mph).

Mk1 for the Pre-'60 set but,
having stopped late in a crowded
pitlane, had to work hard to
repass the determined Mark
Daniell's Austin A40 for the

gold. Louise Kennedy's Fiat
Abarth 600 topped the tiddlers.

CASTLE COMBE FF1600

Roger Orgee began this campaign
as he ended last. A safety car
interlude did not faze the Van
Diemen driver as he bested
Spectrum trio Steven Jensen,
Nick Jones and Nathan Ward.
Polerman Ward made a dire start,
recovered to second, then spun.

SCOTTISH FORD FIESTAS
Scottish Fiestas pit 5Ts and XR2s
together, with George Orr sharing
wins and second places with
Dave Calville at Knockhill. Scott
Robertson was third in race one,
but Wayne MacCauley showed his
prowess in the wet, taking third
with his XR2 in race two.

conditions. Munro took
victory, with Dow,
Gronkowski and McEwan
taking the next three
positions. But a slightly
bemused Mairs returned to
Ireland still leading the
Scottish championship!

SCOTTISH LEGENDS

Three wins out of three
demonstrated Ross Marshall's
superiority in Legends at
knockhill. Gerard McCosh was

® Garry Stagg second in the first race, but a
fire at the hairpin in the second
RESULTS (BOTH 10 LAPS) precluded further participation.

Ex-stack car driver Robbie
Burgoyne showed his class
with two second places.

1 Ivor Mairs (Mondiale); 2 Andrew
Chesher (Van Diemen) +2.310s;

3 Kieron Blake (Van Diemen);

4 Laurie Hughes (Van Diemen);

5 Paul Kopec (Ray GRS0OB); no
other finishers. FL Ian Munro

(Van Diemen) 56.663s (81.32mph).
RACE 2 1 Munro; 2 Alistair Dow
(Ray GR509) +1.098s; 3 Jordan
Gronkowski (Van Diemen): 4 Ross
McEwan (Van Diemen); 5 Mairs;

& Andy Paterson (Van Diemen).

FL Dow 1m 02.572s (73.73mph).

Marshall was unbeaten in Legends
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~» Race 1 Jason Cooper
~-» Race 2 Cooper

““An error handed the
race to Charman”

Short lost out in race four

P91 SPORTS EXTRA

RESULTS ROUND-UP
for April 7-9

MASDA MX5s SILVERSTOME, AFRIL 7-8

Narrow victories in
bumper Mazda meeting

THERE HAS BEEN NO
let-up in the popularity

of Masda MXss — 75 cars
qualified for the Silverstone
season opener last weekend,
which comprised six races.

Category benchmark Tom
Roche won the first race,
but not before being pushed
hard by Rhys Jenkins, who
lacked a little in straight-line
speed. He was eventually
shuffled back to third by
recovering poleman Ben
Short, who had overshot
Becketts on the opening lap
and lost several places.

Last year’s runner-up
Adam Gore looked a likely
winner of the second race.
But, from being six seconds
down in fourth with six laps
to go, Scott Leach came
through for a maiden win.
Gore took too much kerb

at Luffield on the final
lap, giving Leach the
opportunity to scrape
home by a tiny margin.

For an hour or so, Alex
Preston savoured his first
victory after being declared
the winner of race three,

but James Blake-Baldwin’s

appeal over a 108 jumped-
start penalty was upheld.

Gore was the leader of the
fourth race — which proved
the most entertaining —
until Short got ahead at the
Complex. Half a lap later, a
shake-up at Copse pitched
Charlie Charman into the
lead from Leach and Jenkins,
who both subsequently led.
Short got back to the front
with two laps to go, but a
mistake at Becketts handed
the race to Charman. Gore's
lack of respect for track

FORD FIESTA 5Ts SILVERSTONE, APRIL 7-8

Cooper stakes his claim to
Fiesta crown with double

FORMER CASTLE COMBE
Saloon Car champion
Jason Cooper set out his
stall for a Fiesta ST title
campaign with a dominant
performance at Silverstone.
Having qualified on pole
by three tenths of a second,
he quickly dropped the
chasing Andrew Wilmot
at the start of the opening
race, run on a track that
was slightly too dry for
optimum running of the
rain tyres most selected. It
was damp enough for Kevin
stirling to get out of shape
at Becketts though, and he

collected the hapless Jordan
Annells to bring out a late
safety car. Cooper survived
the attentions of Nick
Bowers in a two-lap dash,
while Wilmot completed
the podium.

A top-eight reversed grid
and 3o0kg of success ballast

couldn’t stop Cooper in race

two. He took the lead at the
Complex on the second lap
after an opening-corner
spin ahead of him cleared a
path through. Reigning Si
champion John Langridge
was a strong second, with
Wilmot clinging on to third

88 autosport.com April 12 2012

limits got him dumped
from second to 12th.

Brian Chandler won race
five from Brett Smith, while
Roche became a double
winner in the sixth event,
defeating Blake-Baldwin
by less than o.2s.
® [an Sowman

RESULTS (16 LAPS) 1 Tom Roche;
2 Ben Short +0.889s; 3 Rhys
Jenkins; 4 Ed Gay; 5 Jade Edwards;

Cooperwasunbeatable

from Bowers and category
veteran David Abbott.

Pete Daniels Motorsport
did a tremendous job to
get Annells out again, and
he climbed from 19th to
seventh, narrowly failing
to get past fellow Saxmax
graduate Aaron Trigwell,
who had his second top-six
finish despite being caught
in the initial melee,

@ [an Sowman

RESULTS (16 LAPS)

1 Jason Cooper; 2 Nicholas Bowers
+0.820s: 3 Andrew Wilmot:

4 lan Fletcher; 5 Aaron Trigwell;
& John Langridge. FL Bowers
1m14.382s (79.39mph).

RACE 2 (17 LAPS) 1 Cooper;

2 Langridge +3.058s; 3 Wilmot;
4 Bowers; 5 David Abbott;

& Trigwell. FL Cooper 1m09.751s
(84.66mph).

6 Simon Goddard. Fastest lap Roche
1m13.012s (80.B&mph).

RACE 2 (16 LAPS) 1 Scott Leach;

2 Adam Gore (correct time not
available); 3 Brian Chandler; 4 Alan
Henderson; 5 Charlie Charman;

6 Carl Powell. FL Richard Lambert
1m13.243s (80.62mph). RACE3

(17 LAPS) 1 |James Blake-Baldwin;

2 Alex Preston +9.532s: 3 Mark
Litherland; 4 Matt Robinson; 5 Piers
Chandler; 6 Carl Andrew. FL Preston
1m12.329s (81.64mph). RACE &4 (16

Roche (green car) and
Short lead a big field

LAPS) 1 Charman; 2 |enkins +0.579s;
3 Goddard; 4 William Blackwell-
Chambers; 5 Short; & Powell.

FL Goddard 1m13.725s (80.10mph).
RACE 5 (16 LAPS) 1 B Chandler:

2 Brett Smith +1.096s5: 3 Lambert;
4 Preston; 5 Henderson; 6 Martin
Tolley. FL Lambert 1m13.251s
(80.62mph). RACE 6 (14 LAPS)

1 Roche: 2 Blake-Baldwin +0.153s:
3 Edwards; 4 Gay; 5 Paul Black;

6 Robinson. FL Roche 1m12.2445
(B1.74mph).

MASDA MX5 CUP SILVERSTONE, APRIL 7-8

A TEMPESTUOUS MX5
Mk3 season opener at
Silverstone provided a
win for Luke Herbert.
Matt Davies started
alongside him, but a big
sideways moment at
Becketts on the first lap
meant he did well to
finally finish in the top
six. Adam Gore nudged
Herbert there a lap later,
before losing out to
Jordan Stilp, who then
took the fight to Herbert.
Ex-TFFord Festival winner

Chrissy Palmer outfoxed
Gore to third on the final
run out of Luffield.
Palmer was in sublime
form for Sunday’s two
encounters, winning one
in the damp and one in

Herbert strikes first

the dry despite not
having the ultimate
pace. Several drivers led,
including Stilp, who
completed a hat-trick
of second places on

his category debut.

® [an Sowman

RESULTS (13 LAPS)

1 Luke Herbert; 2 |ordan Stilp
+2.167s; 3 Chrissy Palmer;

4 Adam Gore; 5 Andrew Clarkson;
6 Matthew Davies. FL Gore
1m08.805s (85.82mph).
RACE 2 (12 LAPS) 1 Palmer;

2 Stilp +0.922s; 3 Davies;

4 Herbert; 5 Gore; 6 Paul Sheard.
FL Herbert 1m16.198s (77.50mph).
RACE 3 (13 LAPS) 1 Palmer;

2 Stilp +0.178s; 3 Sheard;

4 Gore; 5 Herbert; 6 Abbie Eaton.
FL Stilp 1m09.239s (85.29mph).

Palmer
won twice

ER
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~» Race | Doug Cole
-2 Race 2 Paul Luti

N s’

MG TROPHY & PETER BEST INSURANCE CHALLENGE DONINGTON PARK, APRIL 8

DOUG COLE AND PAUL
Luti shared the victory
spoils in the MG Trophy
and Peter Best Insurance
Challenge at Donington.
In the first race, Cole
led from the start in his
ZR 190, but he had to
endure a hectic battle
with Graham Ross and
Christopher Bray —
which on one occasion
was three-abreast — before

he began to consolidate
his advantage.

A safety car left Cole
with it all to do again,
but he held on to win
as Bray and Ross continued
to swap. When Ross
missed a gear on the last
lap that allowed Bray
to take second, before
he was penalised down
to sixth for a vellow-
flag infringement.

MG MIDGET/SPRITE CHALLENGE DONINGTON FARK, APRIL 8

Sibley wins twice despite
challenge from Weston

PAUL SIBLEY MIGHT
have taken a double win,
but he had to fight off a
determined David Weston
before making it safe.
Sibley, Weston and
Martin Morris made early
breaks in both races. While
Morris gradually fell back
in race one, Weston was
able to make a late challenge
for victory after three laps
behind the safety car, Sibley
held on by 0.163 seconds.
The second race followed
a similar pattern until
Weston made a push for the
lead on lap three. With oil
down at Redgate Sibley
backed off; Weston kept his
foot down and emerged
with the edge. But Sibley
responded and was back

Sibley held :
off Weston '

ahead from Coppice.

Morris was a lonely third
again, with Peter Collinson
fourth after a great charge
from the back of the grid.
® Peter Scherer

RESULTS (12 LAPS) 1 Paul Sibley
(Midget); 2 David Weston (Midget)
+0.163s; 3 Martin Morris (Midget);
4 Andrew Actman (Healey Sprite);
5 Nigel Pratt (Midget); & Robin
Lackford (Healey Sprite). CW
Actman; Nick Ashman (Midget); Neil
Cameron (Arkley Sprite); Lackford.
FL Weston 1m20.766s (88.21mph).
RACE 2 (15 LAPS) 1 Sibley;

2 Weston +8.352s; 3 Morris; 4 Peter
Collinson (Healey Sprite); 5 Pratt;

6 Lackford. CW P Collinson; John
Collinson (Midget); Tom Walker
(Healey Sprite); Lackford. FL Sibley
1m19.411s (89.71mph) record.

i

Luti (left) and Cole
(right) shared the wins

Luti and Mark
Humphrey duelled behind
the frontrunners, and it
was Humphrey that finally
took third after Bray’s
penalty, from Luti and
Ollie Neaves.

It was a lights-to-flag
win for the LE 500 of
Luti in race two.

Cole made a break in
second, after Ross went
off at Coppice, but then

Arculus won first
FISCARrace

FISCAR DONINGTON PARK, APRIL 8

THE AGILE LOTUS
Elite of Brian Arculus
took honours in the
inaugural FISCAR race.

Arculus easily secured
pole, but initially lost out
to Andrew Sharp’s older
Aston Martin DB2 in a
late-braking manoeuvre
at Redgate.

The Elite scythed ahead
at Coppice on lap two and
went on to complete a
comfortable victory. Sharp
stayed close for a lap or
two, but cooked his drum
brakes, which allowed
Paul de Havilland (Jaguar
XKi150) and Andy
Shepherd (AC Ace) past.

Shepherd dropped back

|
i’_#ﬂ“}\;,

| FileswasawinnerinTRG |

ll.l

VFC |1BOK

he spun at McLeans on
lap eight of the 12-lap
race, and this let Bray
slip through.

Cole came back
to reclaim the place at
Goddards with a lap to
go to add to his earlier
victory, with Bray and
Humphrey next up.
® Peter Scherer

RESULTS (14 LAPS)

1 Doug Cole (ZR 190); 2 Grzham
Ross (ZR 190) +1.078s; 3 Mark
Humphrey (LE 500); 4 Paul Luti
(LE 500); 5 Ollie Neaves (ZR 190);
6 Christopher Bray (ZR 190).

CW Luti; Paul Savage (ZR 160);

James Darby (BGT): Alex Smith (75).

FL Dan Neaves (ZR 190) 1m20.910s
(88.05mph). RACE 2 (12 LAPS)

1 Luti; 2 Cole +6.467s; 3 Bray;

4 Humphrey; 5 Paul Streather (ZR
190); & Robin Walker (ZR190). CW
Cole; Savage; Darby; David Smith
(Z5); Andrew Ashton (Metro Gti).
FL Cole 1m20.919s (88.04mph).

Lotus defeats Jaguar

and eventually retired,
which left Sharp secure in
third. Mark Pangborn’s
Austin Healey 100M was
fourth, but it took him
until the latter stages to
finally shake off Robin
Pearce’s AC Ace Bristol.
® Peter Scherer

RESULTS (14 LAPS)

1 Brian Arculus (Lotus Elite);

2 Paul de Havilland (Jaguar XK150)
+6.089s; 3 Andrew Sharp (Aston
Martin DB2); 4 Mark Pangborn
(Austin Healey 100M);

5 Robin Pearce (AC Ace Bristol);
6 Geoff Ottley (Jaguar XK120).
CW Pangborn; de Havilland.

FL Arculus 1m29.813s (79.32mph)
record.

REPORTS
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Blake defeated standard MX5 racers

MX150R

Six of the kit cars with MX5
running gear are ready, but the
Easter holidays meant only two
had drivers for the inaugural
rounds at Silverstone. Jonathan

Blake twice romped through
invited Mik1 MX5s to win.

FORMULA JEDI

Reigning champion Richard
Mitcham started his season with
victory at Silverstone after his
predecessor Andrew Dunn lost
fuel pressure while chasing him.
Wet weather complicated race
two, with Dunn surviving to follow
Mitcham home after a safety car.

PRODUCTION GTI

Simon Hill bagged a double
victory in the Golfs. In the first
Silverstone race he took the lead
from John Mawdsley on lap six,
only to have to reclaim it at Copse
on the final lap. Ray Grimes lost
his race-two win due to a penalty.

ECURIE GTS

Nat even a late drive-through
penalty could rob Brian Lambert’s
MGB of a lights-to-flag victory at
Donington. Mark Ashwaorth (MGB)
and John Andon (Triumph TR4)
completed the podium.

THOROUGHBRED SPORTS
Josh Files and his Triumph TR6
stormed past the fast-starting
Morgan Plus 8 of Andy Green on
the opening lap at Doningtan. Rob
Spencer (MGB GTVE) grabbed
second, but spun at the Old
Hairpin, handing the place to Ken
Paton’s RAM |aguar D-type.

METRO CUP

Mike Williams led a three-car
break at the start of the Metro Cup
at Donington, but Tom Sanderson
went ahead at Goddards on lap
three, anly to go straight on at
Redgate a couple of laps later,
Williams was left with a

decisive advantage.

Williams won
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Knockhill
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Silverstone National

Donington Park

CASTLE COMBE
CCRC, APRIL 9

HRDCTC63(17 LAPS)1Pete Dorlin
(Jaguar Mk2} 2 Migel Webb (Mk2) +25418s;
3 Ben Shuckburgh (Alfa Romeo Giulia Ti);
4 Chirls Scragg (M2} 5 Joe Allenby-Byrme
(Ford Cortina GT} 6 lan McDonald
(Warwick GT350) Class winner
Shuckburgh Fastest lap Dorlin
Im45660s(63.03mph).

HRDC TOURING GREATS (23 LAPS)

1 Nigel Webb (Taguar Mk1), 2 Mark Dianiell
{Austin A40)+8599<; 3 Richard Postins
{240 4 Alistair Dyson/Richard
Butterfield (Ford Zephyr Mk2) 5 Arthur
Smith-Fitchett (Sunbeam Rapierk

& William Lynch { Austin A35). CW

Daniell: Dvson/Butterfield: Smith-Fitchett:

Louise Kennedy (Fiat 600 Abarth).

FL Webb Im4/966s5 (6Leamph).
CASTLE COMBEFF1600 (12 LAPS)

1 Roger Orgee (Van Diemen RFOO)

2 Steven Jensen (Spectrum Ollb) +5.222s
I Nick Jones (O11c)k 4 Nathan Ward (O11¢):
5 Luke Cooper (Swift SC10} 6 Bob Higgins
{(Van Diemen RF12) CW Richard Higgins
(Van Diemen RFO0) [ain Houston (RFE9)
FL Ward Im29497s (74 41mph).

Webb’s Jaguar leads the Touring
Greats pack at wet Castle Combe

Smith’s Morgan beat the
Porsches at Knockhill

KNOCKHILL
SMRC, APRIL 8

SCOTTISHFORDFIESTAS

(BOTH 10 LAPS)1 George Orr (ST):

2 Dave Colville (ST +0.360s 3 Scott
Robertson (5T 4 Blair Murdoch (ST

§ Btuart Haston (ST & Peter Cruickshank
(XE FL Colville Im03.294s (72 80mph).
RACE 2 1 Colville: 2 Orr +031325; 3 Wayne
MacCauley C{RZ). 4 Haston: 5 Murdocly
6 Cruickshank FL Robertson ImO7461s
(68 3mph).

SCOTTISHLEGENDS (B LAFPS)

1 Ross Marshall: 2 Gerard MoCosh
+5.860s: 3 Carol Brown; 4 Scott Hynds:

5 Robbie Burgoyne; 6 Keiran Murray FL
David Hunter Im0Q0964s (/559mph).
RACE 2(8 LAPS)1 Marshall 2 Burgoyne
+167735; 3 Brown; 4 Hunter: 5 Faul O'Brien:
& Hynds FL Marshall ImO98596s

(6590 mph! RACE 3(10 LAPS) 1 Marshall;
2 Burgovmne +3 7565, 3 Chiris Hynds:;

4 Brown; b Hunter: 6 David Allan

FL Marshall Im10144s (6562mph)
SCOTTISHSALOON &SPORTSCARS
(BOTH 10 LAPS) 1 Stewart Whyte

{(Ford Escort Coswarth) 2 Garry Walson
(Westfleld) +0523s; 3 Cameron Purdie

{Westfield» 4 Philip Duncan (Westfield,
5 Andrew Morrison (SEAT Leon Cupralk
& Fiona Kindness (Nissan Skyline),

FL Whytie 518495 (88 7/0mph).

RACE 21 Whyte 2 Duncarn; 3 Watson;

4 Morrson: 5 Kindness; 6 Alex Bruce
(Mitsubishi Ewvo) FL Winte 554485
{(78.87mph).

SCOTTISH CLASSICSPORTS &
SALOONS (BOTHI10Q LAPS) 1 Andrew
Smith (Morgan +8)} 2 5tan Bernard
{(Porsche 911) +1.911s; 3 Raymond Bosed
{911} 4 Willie Robertson (Datsun 2402}

5 Robert Marshall (Ford Escort RSk 6 Alex
Montgomery (MGE GT) FLRobertson
ImCLalds (4 /9mph) RACE 2 1 Smith;

2 Bernard +1 5305 3 Marshall: 4 Bowd:

5 Robertsor 6 Montgomery, FL Marshall
ImOa56s (A0 /mph)

SILVERSTONE NATIONAL

BRSCC, APRIL 7-8

MASDA MX150R (EOTH 13 LAPS)

1 Jonathan Blake (MX150R} 2 Adam Gore
(MXE) +4 8655 3 Andy Coomibs (MNXS);

4 Charlie Charman (MX5x:5 Alan
Henderson (MXS} & Matt Robinson
{MX5). FL Blake Iml1 075 (B212mph).
RACE 21Blake. 2 5imon Goddard (MXS)
#8342 3Charman: 4 Mark Litherland
{MX5) 5 Robinson; & Henderson.
FLElake Imll8125 {82 23mph}
FORMULA JEDI (22 LAPS)1 Richard
Mitcham; & Barry Armstong +8557s

4 Matthew Bett: 4 Paul Butcher; & Stuart
Abbott; & Jonathan Packer CW Will
Picken FL Mitcham 55023 00732mph)
RACE 2 (17 LAPS) 1 Mitcham: £ Andrew
Dunn +8.853s; 3 Packer; 4 Abbott;

5 Les Morgan; 6 Andy Ward, CW Picken
FL Mitcham ImOC8559s (9703mph)
PRODUCTION GTI(BOTHI3LAPS)

1 Simon Hill: 2 Tohn Mawdsley <0377
4 Nick Jarvis; 4 Andy Knowlton: 5 Ray
Grimes; & Dean Spurr. CW Craig Boberts
FL Jarvis Iml=665s (81 27mph) RACE 2
1 Hilk; 2 Mawdlsey +2886s; 3 Knowlton;

4 Grimes; o 5purt: & David Parris. CW
Roberts. FL Hill Im12 2925 (8168mph).
ALFA ROMEO (8 LAPS)1Roger Evans
(GTV) 2 Graham Seager (GTV)+365900s;
3Ray Foley (GTV} 4 Anthony George (33k
5Neil Smith (1476 James Thomas (146).
CW Seager; George; Smith. FL Evans
ImO5128s (906 mph) RACE 2 (14 LAPS)
1Evans; 2 George -1 1ap, 3 Seager; 4 Foley,
5 5mith; & Thomas CW Gecrge, Seager:
amith FL Evans 1ImO3.061s (93 66mph).
FIESTA JUNIOR (11 LAPS)

1 Freddie Lee, 2 Charles Ladell +0655s;

3 James Ross: 4 Jack Mitchell: 5 Aiden
Moffatt; no other finishers. FL Ladell
Iml3181s{8065mph) RACE2(13 LAPS)
1Ladell: 2 Mitchell #9242 3 Lee 4 Ross;
5 Louis Millar: & Alfonso Skriczka.,

FL Ladell Im13.203s (806 mph).
FIESTA 5i AND ZETEC (16 LAPS)

1 David Elsom; 2 Chrls Toumazos +5.575s;
3 Terry Scruton; 4 Nikolas Barton: b Ken
Baternan: & Nicholas Tiley CW Barton.
FL Elsom 1miS817s (77 85mph).

RACE 2(17 LAPS)1 Elsom; 2 Toumazos
+5040s; 3 Tiley: 4 Barton; b Scrutorn;

& Bateman. CW Barton FL Elscm

Imll 912={8212mph)

DONINGTON PARK
MGCC, APRIL 8

ECURIE GTS (34 LAPS)1 Brian Lambert
(MGB) 2 Mark Ashworth (MGE) +7.275s;
3 Johm Andon (Triumpl: TR4)

4 Bobi Bemberg (TYR Grantura):

& Mike Harrls (MGE} 6 Adrian Johnson
(MGB) CW Andon; Richard McKeon
(MG Midget) FL Lambert hm26.283s

(B2 57mph) record

THOROUGHERED SPORTS (14 LAPS)
1 Josh Files (Triumph TR} Z Ken Faton
(Ram Jaguar D-type) +8.004s; 3 Jeremy
Krght (Jaguar Revival D-typek 4 Rob
Spencer (IMGB GTVELS lan Prior (MGE
GTVE) 6 Andy Green (Morgan Plus 8),
CW Babal; Farsian (MGE); Frior

FL Files Im=21 502s (B74lmph).
MGMETRO CUP (14 LAPS)

1 Mike Williams; 2 Neal Gardiner +1 5594s;
3 Thomas Grainger: 4 Chris Hughes:

5 Timothy Davies: 6 Jonathan
Woodcock CW Callum Evison;
Grainger; Hughes FL Hughes

Im=A9167s (7990mph) record
COCHSHOOT CUP & MGECVS

(13 LAPS)1Rob Spencer (BGTVEB):

2 David Coulthard (ZR 1900 +2.316s5;

3 Milee Peters (Midgetk 4 Ian Prior
(BGTWV8B)Y5 Ashley Woodward (Z5180);
& David Morrison (Midgeth

CW lan Longhurst (B Roadster} Simon
Wood (Bx Richard Wilson (B BEoadster);
lan Wright (Midget} Peters; Coulthard:
Mike Rouse (F). FL Spencer ImZ2611s
(86 2dmphlrecord

Spencer took his MGB
~ toaDonington victory
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_ LETTERS _

_ ON-TRACK

_ ON-SCREEN  PICS

TECH  ARCHIVE

I oun SA I What you think of the motorsport news of the past week

. Sh::-uld racing be
a contact sport?

Standards are bemg drlven down

[ agree wholeheartedly with Kevin Tumer about driving standards
and track limit penalties (April 5, p77). While the lack of respect for
track limits is annoying, it is nothing like as serious as some of the
dreadful driving standards witnessed on race tracks lately.

In an era where budgets are hard to find and grids
I felt exasperated to hear Jason Plato saying that “
That might be OK if you’re a paid driver with a wor]

hard to fill,
rubbin’is racing”.
ks team, but

not when you’re a privateer scraping every penny just to make it
to the next meeting and a shunt could mean the end of your season.
Steve Burden, Cumbria

EDITORIAL CONTACT mail@autosport.com

After reading of the recent
death of Ahmed Al-Samadi,
shot last week by an
unidentified gunman
while filming the actions of
the Bahrainisecurity forces,
[ feel sick to my stomach that
Formula 1should have ever
contemplated areturnthere.
F1may still be, as Frank
Williams said, “a sport for two
hours whenthe lights go out”,
but it cannot bury its head
inthe sands of ignorance.
Nothing justifies an
alignment with human rights
abuses, whichiswhat, inmy
view, the running of therace
would now amount to.

Al-Samadi’s death shows
that the situation there has
not been resolved, despite
assurances to the contrary.
Tim Hain
By email

Icannotunderstand why
Daman Hilland co are all
trying to stirup anti-Bahrain
Grand Prix sentiment.

0K, Bahrain has had some
issuesrelating to human
rights, but F1should stay out
of politicsand lettheracing
dothetalking. The Crown
Prince of Bahrain has been
hugely supportive of F1and
has put vast amounts of

X auteosport.com fgmikt? PP2PDO9

moneyintothe sport. The
grand prix has put Bahrain
on the map and generates

good income for the country,

whichis not oil-rich like
manyinthe region.

Politics and sport never
mix, so lay off the criticism
of Bahrain and let's enjoy
the spectacle there.
Brendan Budgen
Berkshire

With Mercedes ever more
upbeat about efforts tocurb
its car's tyre-eating habits,
itisinterestingto hear
Michael Schumacher talk up
his chances in China amid

the continuing questions
about why he embarked
uponasecond career.
[thinkthe answeris
quite simple: his legacy
inthe sport. Despite topping
allthe stats, punditscan’tlet
themnselves put him at the top
of the all-time-greats lists
thatsurface periodically.
But one more victory
would mean he hasthe same
number of wins as Senna
and Prost combined. Soifhe
wins onSunday, [wouldn't
expect himto be hanging
around in F1much longer.
Paul Irwin
Bexleyheath

1 FROM THE FORUN

HAUTOSPORT.com

TOP FIVE ON
OUR WEBSITE

" 1.LOTUS ENDS TITLE

SPONSORSHIP DEAL

2. RED BULL STILL SEEKING
WING CLARIFICATION

3. LOTUS TEAMS SUFFER
INDY 500 TEST BLOW

4. BARRICHELLO: MASSA
NEEDS TO RELAX

5. BRAWN RUBBISHES
DRS COST CLAIMS

SAUTOSPORT.com T8

TOP STORY ONLINE

IS STONER NOW BETTER THAN ROSSI?

To read this exclusive feature

and many others like it, log on to
autosport.com/plus and choose which
package you’d like. A month will cost
£5.50, a year £46. Includes access

to Forix - the ultimate stats website.

: ROAD ANGEL VANTAGE

i This week’s star letter will receive

! a Road Angel Vantage - a dedicated
i safety camera and blackspot locator
i that displays the legal speed limit of
. every road you drive, automatically
. and wirelessly updating its database
. every few minutes as you drive.

i For more details on Road Angel

i visit www.roadangelgroup.com

i Please ensure that your full address
i is included on all correspondence

forums.autosport.comf
: WHAT OLR READERS ARE TALKING ABOUT RIGHT NOW

Best facial hair in F1?
: Fast cars at Bathurst...

CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

: It is the policy of AUTOSPORT to correct significant errorsas 3
i 5000 a5 possible. Please note the issue date and page number
: when contacting us on autosport.editorial@haynet.com :

--------------------------------------------------------------------

PIC: EBREY/LAT
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REVELL STAR WARS EASY KITS

From€12.99 (revell.eu)

Nothing to do with motorsport, you may cry,
but Star Wars machineryis super-quick and
super-cool,soit morethanqualifies to appear
on this page. Plus, Luke Skywalker sounds like
aracingdriver and heand George Lucas’s
other planet pirates were always prone

to bit of aninter-galactic charge-about.

Model giant Revell has created these
detailed, but easy-to-build plastic kits that
are pre-painted and don’t require any glue.
Theysimplysnaptogetherand arereadyto
display or chuck around. Find theminall good
toy and model retailers and check the official
website for more information.

BF NO7

HIHHIHE
IRHH‘E

£14.99 (60mins)
dukevideo.com

Fantastic warts-and-all
documentary of Lotus's
1973 F1seasonnow on
DVD. Listenintoteam
banter with chiefs Colin
Chapman and Peter Warr
and stardrivers Emerson
Fittipaldi and Ronnie
Peterson as cast and crew
facetriumph and tragedy.
With doubt one of the best
racing films ever made.

LOTUS 25 1:18 MODEL

£149.99
autosport.com/shop

Spark’s beautiful large-
scalereplicaofthe 1963
Climax-engined Lotus 25
represents the first time
Jim Clark’s world-beater
has been modelled inthis
scale. The 1:18-scale model
of acar that won seven of
that year's 10 GPs, and
delivered the Scot his first
title, is almost as detailed
as the real thing. Stunning.

PORSCHE 911 BOOK

£89.99
autosport.com/shop

Porsche’s legendary 911
first tasted successonthe
1965 Monte Carlo and is
stillwinning to this day.
Michael Keyser's 236-page '
Evolution ofthe911in - :
Competitiontells the
remarkabletale of
domination and langevity
featuring Carrera RSR,
934,935,911 GT1and
everythingin between.

SEARCH FOR: Circuit of Ireland Rally 1986 (8:26)

Those iconic Irish asphalt lanes played host to international rallying again
last weekend with the IRC qualifier, but back in 1986 the Circuit was a British
Championship round — and it was won by the Metro 6R4 of David Llewellin.
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WHAT’S ON...

hold ontoitat Donington. As

BNERTTITTIWRN  Sevens DeutscheMargue,
SR IUI  Sevens, Deutsche Marque DONINGTON PARK TOCA

April 14-15 Ferrari Classic, Ferrari Open,

Admission: £9 each day Morgan Aero Challenge, Bernie's April 14-15 wellas h!eal, Rob Collard tqﬂk
(advance): £15 weekend HRV8 Associationand JEC Admission: Saturday £10; aracewin at Brands and will
Tel: 01327 857271 Powered by Jaguar Series. Sunday £25 be equally keentochallenge
Silverstone hosts the opening Tel: 01332 810048 forthe spot at thetop of the
round of the FIA Formula 2 LYDDEN SEMSEC Jason Platotook ashock lead championship table. The
season. with oneraceon April 14 inthe British Touring Car touring cars are supported

Championshipwithawininhis  bythe Ginetta]unior

Admission: £12
Saturdayand oneonSunday as MG6 at Brands Hatch. He's four Championship, Ginetta GT

the field guns for the champion's ~ Tel: 01304 831715

rize afafull test with th Saloonand Sports Car pnin[zaheadcrfarch-riv_al Matt Supercup, Renault UK Clio Cup
Eﬁfill?a?ﬂzFLit;?rtw.F{t:u:BErimns Eh,ampigngh?plSpgrtgﬁacing Nealand will be determinedto and the Porsche Supercup.
areamongthe field, but last Cars and Kit Car Championship, S5
year's series runner-up SEMSEC OpenSingle Seater 3
Christopher Zanella will take Challenge, South East Challenge, :
some stopping. Radical Meridian 14/16 Challenge, ¥

European Masters, Radical UK John Taylor Handicap, Beetle
Cupandthe MiniChallenge, all Challenge, RAF MSA Challenge.
of which provide strong fields,

support the headline event at MONDELLO PARK

this MSVR-run meeting. April 15
Admission: €10

SNETTERTON CSCC Tel: 00 353 (0)45 860200

April 14-15 [t's double-header time for

Admission: £13 each day; Formula Libre, Strykers, ITCC,

£16 weekend (advance) Fiats, Historics, Globals, Ginetta

Tel: 0871 5084722 Juniors and Legends, while

Swinging Sixties, Tin Tops, FormulaVee and FSheane

Future Classics, Magnificent racers getone bite of the ChEIT}“. BMW v Honda and others at Donington

Long straights
of Chinafor F1

INDYCAR SERIES WORLD TOURING CAR

Rd 3/16 CHAMPIONSHIP

Long Beach, California, USA Rd 3/12

April 15 Marrakech, Morocco

indycar.com April 15
fiawtcc.com

AMERICAN LE MANS SERIES

Rd 2/10 AUTO GP

Long Beach, California, USA Rd 3/7

April 14 Marrakech, Morocco
alms.com April 14-15
autogp.org
INDY LIGHTS
Rd 3/12
Long Beach, California, USA Rd 7/36
April 15 Texas Motor Speedway, USA
indycar.com April 14
nascar.com

BRITISH FORMULA 3

, : ~— - Py _-..‘? ~' et - -, T _
CHINESE GRAND PRIX S e | ETEIT FORMULA NIPPON

THERINGTON, FERRARQ/LAT: McKLEIN.DE

Formula 1 World Championship Monza, Italy Rd 1/7

Rd 3/20 April 14-15 Suzuka, Japan
Shanghai, China formulal.co April 15

April 15 f-nippon.co.jp
formulal..com

Can Ferrari's Fernando Alonso hold on Rd 1/6 ;mﬁ:ﬁ?&‘;
to his unlikely championship lead? For Monza, Italy ;
that matter, can Red Bull get in the mix April 15 = B

for pole and victory? Or will McLaren blancpain-endurance-series.com

once again bethe carto beat?

PICS:ABBOTT, EBREY,

EX autosport.com fymibip PD2D0OYS
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1900-1930 Sky Sports Fl

Legends: Emerson Fittipaldi
1930-2000, 2130-2200 Sky Sports F1
Legends: Jody Scheckter
2100-2130 Sky Sports Fl

Legends: Nigel Mansell

Insicie WTCC
mn highlights

mﬁix Qualifying
Fi: C-hinese Grand Prix Qualifying
JEIIjlrdi?liliﬁle:ﬂFﬂ?lf:_Ii‘::lhlfI::ﬂnl:;]PJje:rk

mm Prix Qualifying

WTCC: Marrakech Qualifying
£100-2340 Motors TV
NASCAR Nationwide: Texas

REVVED UP OVER

SUNDAY APRIL 15

F1: E'hinese Grand Prix
Wplay
F1: E'hinese Grand Prix replay
mnd Prix highlights
Indy;:ar: Long Beach
er

MONDAY APRIL 16
0830-1030, 1400-1600 Sky Sports 4
IndyCar: Long Beach replay

1400-1500, 2000-2100 Eurosport
WTCC: Marrakech highlights

1830-1930 Sky Sports 3
NASCAR Sprint Cup: Texas highlights

WHAT ARE THE ODDS OF
a motorsport television

WHAT’S ON THE BOX

critic reviving the fading
memory of the BBC’s

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

11111111111111

It's quite literally
madness onwheels

evening-time 19705
current-affairs show
Nationwide twice within
the space of a few weeks?

But rather than an
exaggerated case of
mistaken identity, the
reason for bringing up the
spiritual father of The One
Show is that its final days
showcased a terrible truth
of mainstream television:
you can only ever dumb
down, never up.

The decision of the
show’s final editor, Roger
Bolton, to move away
from the skateboarding
budgie stories into more
serious political

WHAT'S ON

HAUTOSPORT.com

Coming up in our premium web content this week

discussion was a ratings
disaster, with its axing
the inevitable result. It's
precisely because of the
general public’s lust for
a sensational, easily
understandable hook that
means documentaries
about motorsport end up
with names such as
Madness on wheels:
Rallying’s craziest years.
This sort of ‘tabloid’
treatment offends the
stuffy hardcore as much,
if not more, than it drags
in the floating voter. The
title aside, and the blatant
falsehood of the opening
statement that “rallying
became more popular
than Formula 1in the
mid 1980s”, Madness on
Wheels was a fine account

CHINESE GRAND PRIX

After a three-week break to catch
its breath, Formula 1 resumes its
2012 world tour in China and
- AUTOSPORT.com is the place to go
= for the latest news, images, session
reports and insight from Shanghai.
Don’t miss Mark Hughes' Friday
form guide, and Edd Straw's
exclusive analysis of how DRS -
. and the long straights of the
v Shanghai circuit - affect the
teams’ set-up strategies.

Get AUTOSPORT magazine
on your iPad every week

AUTOSPORT MAGAZINE NOW ON iPAD

You can now experience AUTOSPORT

in digital form on your iPad. It’s available

all over the world on Thursday morning

(UK time) via the Apple Newsstand, and
costs just £2.99 for each issue, with further
discount available for a subscription.

For more info, visit apple.com/uk/newsstand

of the Group B era.
Fabulous machines
such as the Lancia 037,
the Peugeot 205 T16 and
Audi Quattro make for
great TV regardless of
the context. But, by
segueing the clips with
interviews featuring
many key players from
the era, its story must
have captivated the
imagination of people
for whom Group B is
usually associated with
the draw for Euro 2012,
It also gave rise to
gems such as Walter

Rohrl’s deadpan delivery
of “Toivonen was the only
one as quick as me, but
only for one stage. Then
he would crash.” Or, even
more unbelievably, the
spectator from the 1986
Portuguese Rally who still
holds Joaguim Santos
responsible for the
injuries he received while
standing in the road
where Santos tragically
lost control of his R5200.
It’s on repeat on
BBC4. Just don't let
the title put you off.
Revved Up

“Gems included Walter Rohrl’s deadpan

delivery of ‘Toivonen was the only one

as quick as me. Then he would crash’”
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IT CAN BE A SCARY RIDE WHEN YOU’RE ON THE FRONT ROW
BTCC drivers Mat Jackson, Andrew Jordan and
Frank Wrathall visited Alton Towers for some R&R

J . 1I..i.:rlll-'-\.. ":.r’
W \ i | ; -'?_:" & .‘ | B, = g .'I..:

= ol L1
go-LEFT PAST FERRY BOAT, UB‘I-’I{IIJEIL\" _
Jan Kopecky was fastest on the Circuit

of Ireland’s opening stage around the old

— T
o e

sl I7°S LYDDEN THRILL
P . Mats Lysen (Renault Clio IID) ' 1
; ; gets some air on his
. Way to second in the Supercar ERC opener at Lydden

.....

:
il i, .-.. ol

e «T'D SUGGEST MAKING A WEDGE ADJUSTMENT, BUBBA

2 i ' i Bubba
| | - e th AR star Denny Hamlin (right) caddied for
P = g ﬁgstgﬂn on the eve of his terrific US Masters success

NEXT WEEK 500505 5 ort: on cincin

PICS: SQUIRES/GETTY IMAGES: TIMWHITTINGTON
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| “Victory appeared to be

Hi@l’s, but his lead counted
for nothing when his
throttle linkage came adrift” =

INMEMORY OF FERDINAND ALEXANDER PORSCHE, WHO
died last week at the age of 76, it's time to look back to
1962 when the margue took its first, and what would be
only, world championship Formula 1 win at Rouen.

Ferdinand, named after his grandfather who founded
the Porsche marque, will forever be remembered for
his work creating the iconic 911, which was unveiled
shortly after he took control of the company’s design
studiointhe early 1960s.

Hisrole also led to an involvement in the design of
Porsche's 804 Formula 1 challenger, which took victory in
the hands of Dan Gurney in the 1962 French Grand Prix.

Thevictory itself was more a product of consistency
rather than outright pace on Gurney’s behalf, with a
multitude of misfortunes among the other frontrunners
helping the Californian to collect the chequered flag
more than alap ahead of the competition.

That result had seemed unlikely for much of the race, as
Jim Clark and Graham Hill - the season’s main protagonists
inthe wake of Stirling Moss’s retirement and amid Ferrari's
struggles - took up the fight for the lead.

Clark had qualified his Lotus on pole but lost out to
Hill's BRM as the field surged forward at the start, before
dropping to third when the Lola of John Surtees got by.

The Ultimate Fantasy Grand Prix Gam
PLAY NOW -1t’s FREE

FROM THE ARCHIVE

Ferdinand Porsche and Porsche’s only championship F1 win, Rouen 1962

Gurney took the honours
for Porsche at Rouen

There was little to separate the three drivers in the early
exchanges, but when Surtees pulled into the pits on lap
13 —thevictim of fuel-feed problems - Clark moved
backinto second, in hot pursuit of Hill.

Gurney by this time had made his way into third, and
he moved onto Hill's coattails when the Englishman was
shunted by Jackie Lewis, wha lost his brakes just as he
was lapped. Hill recovered from his spin and began
catching Clark, only for the Scot to slow and pullinto
the pits with broken front suspension.

Victory therefore appeared to be Hill's, but his
20-second lead over Gurney counted for nothing when,
with 12 laps remaining, his throttle linkage came adrift
and his drive came to an end. Gurney had the racein his
pocket, and took a comfortable win over the Cooper of
Tony Maggs and the second BEM of Richie Ginther.

Gurney and Porsche would take just one more top-three
finishinworld championship races that year, finishing
third from pole position at the Nurburgring, before
Porsche wound down itsrole asa Formula 1 constructor.
[ts older 718 chassis would be entered by privateers for
the next two years, with Gerhard Mitter finishing fourth
at the Nurburgring in 1963, but Gurney’s triumph remains
its sole victory as a fully-fledged constructor. 5
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PHOTO FINISH

THIS WEEKIN...

oy e By B T A A U

SAFAR! AEFORT . DIJON 1000 - HMOCHMILL FLANS

AUTOSPORT

Full report of dramatic I'.‘Ircu# of fredand

AUTOSPORT TRAVELLEDNORTH
into Scotland this week in 1975,
as construction of a new circuit

at Knockhill neared completion.

Originally conceived in 1972 as a
smallrallycross track, the project grew
inmagnitude and quickly cameto be
seenas Scotland’s chance tohave a
majorinternational motorsport venue.

While much of theinitial work was
dedicated to simply getting the ground
ready, the blueprint alsoincluded
ambitious plans for an International
Circuitloop, and to develop hotel
and leisure facilities on site.

While those were notimmediately
realised, the circuit was steadily
developed over the next two decades.
Itwould surpass Ingliston as Scotland’s
premier circuit, and today hosts,
among others, the British Touring
Carand Superbike championships.

predictor.castroledgerankings.com E
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FINAL DRIVE
RALLY OF MY LIFE

MIKE BROAD

I COULD CHOOSE PLENTY OF
events with Russell Brookes, or
sitting alongside Colin McRae for
his first WRC start in Sweden in
1987, but the event that changed
my life was the London-Sydney
in 1977 — and it only really
happened by accident.

After crashing with Walter Rohrl
on the Scottish in June that vear,
[ ended up going for dinner in
Aviemore with Andrew Cowan,
who had gone off in the same
place during the rally. It was then
that he told me he hadn’t got a
co-driver for the London-Sydney
that was starting in about eight
weeks’ time. I got the gig!

Andrew was too busy farming
to do the recce so I went off to
Yugoslavia, Greece and Turkey
to do it with Tony Fowkes. It was
crucial to our success in the event
— we learned a lot on that recce,

I can tell you,

Because Andrew hadn’t done
the recce, he had to rely heavily on
my notes and he drove brilliantly.
He didn’t take any risks on the
European leg, calmly explaining
that the rally would really start
once we got to Australia.

We had Colin Malkin with us,
too, and he was a very good driver.
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“I'd lost three stone in weight during

1t was worth it - I got inundated with offers when I

got home, and Mercedes had paid me a decent wedge

We were lying in fourth place
when we got to Iran. During the
run from Yazd to Tabas in the
[ranian desert, leader Achim
Warmbold crashed out, so that
was one less crew to worry about.

We dropped a bit of time in
Malaysia and arrived in Perth in
third, but ready to attack. During
the run from Menzies to Ayers
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the event, but
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Rock we averaged 6omph for
24 hours, including fuel stops
and avoiding suicidal wildlife!
We took over the lead after
Fowkes had checked in early at a
time control and landed himself
a five-minute penalty. He looked
knackered and couldn’t keep up
with us after that. Andrew really
was the General, we were just the

IN PROFILE

VASTLY EXPERIENCED CO-DRIVER
Mike Broad made his WRC debut
on the 1974 RAC Rally, alongside
Tony Fall, and contested his
home event for the next 14 years.
His best result was a pair of fifths
with Russell Brookes in 1983/84.
He also guided Brookes to the
1985 British Open title and
‘noted’ for Colin McRae on the
Scot’s WRC debut in Sweden

’87. Now 61, Broad is a respected
WRC journalist and broadcaster
as well as looking after young
Irish sensation Craig Breen.

N ra "..1

- Cowan, Broad and Malkin
= (inthe back!) took victory

Privates — he banged in a couple
of quick stage times just to remind
everyone who was boss.

The attention to detail on the
whole event was amazing. We'd
even had our sumpguards flown
back to Stuttgart, redesigned and
flown back out to be refitted
during the recce. That’s how
seriously Mercedes was taking it.
During the event, we didn’t have
one mechanical problem with the
car — one puncture in Afghanistan
was the only thing.

We'd set off from Covent
Garden in London on August 14
and, 17 countries and 19,329 miles
later, arrived at the Sydney Opera
House on September 28.

It was a wonderful feeling
driving over the Harbour Bridge
with a police cavalcade and 15,000
people to welcome us. I'd lost
three stone in weight during the
event, but it was worth it — I got
inundated with offers when I got
home, and Mercedes had paid
me a decent wedge!

It was great to be part of an
event that’s still in the Guinness
Book of Records as the longest
motorsport event ever held. #
Mike Broad was talking to
Henry Hope-Frost
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EXCLUSIVE HOSPITALITY and exclusive hospitality packages

MONACO GRAND PRIX SPECIALISTS

Senate Grand Prix specialises in providing F1'™
teams, drivers and sponsors, as well as a vast array
of corporate and private clients, with the finest hotel
accommodation and race viewing hospitality for the
world’s most glamorous motor race.

Tel: +44 (0) 1342 830495

firacing@senategrandprix.com
www.senategrandprix.com/firacing




fF THE VOLKSWAGEN GROUP

STOP IMAGINING;..
START DRIVING.

ENJOYNEERING

Imagine taking an already loaded SEAT Leon FR+ with its comprehensive array of creature comforts and handing it to SEAT Sport, a
racing team with two World Touring Car Championships under their belt to add a full body kit, bespoke twin sports exhaust and drop
it onto a set of iconic BBS® alloy wheels. Finally a decision — do you go for the 2.0 TDI CR 170PS diesel version or its 2.0 TSI 211PS
stable mate? Stop imagining, start driving the Leon Supercopa.

e SEAT SPORT FITTED BODY KIT  BLUETOOTH®

* 18" BBS® ALLOY WHEELS * B|-XENON HEADLIGHTS

* BESPOKE TWIN SPORTS EXHAUST * REAR PARKING SENSORS

* TOUCH-SCREEN SATELLITE NAVIGATION e ESP WITH XDS (ELECTRONIC DIFFERENTIAL LOCK)

VISIT SEAT.CO.UK TO FIND YOUR LOCAL DEALER AND ARRANGE A TEST-DRIVE.
n— SEAT.CO.UK

Official fuel consumption for the SEAT Leon range in mpg (litres per 100km); urban 26.4 (10.7) - 60.1 (4.7); extra-urban 42.8 (6.6) -
83.1 MI_%}, combined 34.9 Egl) -74.3 [‘38) CO2 emissions 190 - 99 g,"k.ITI. Model shown is in *Speed Blue’ custom palette paint.




