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McLaren makes the right
choice to keep Button

THERE WAS A TIME WHEN IT SEEMED VERY LIKELY THAT
Jenson Button would not be in Formula 1 next year. Ben Anderson
explains in depth on page 10 why it took Ron Dennis and McLaren
so long to make its “nal decision on the 2009 world champion. F1
will be a better place for Buttonss continued presence on the grid.

Thankfully, McLaren has also kept the faith with the very
promising Kevin Magnussen, who had a good rookie season
and merits a long F1 career.

Both Button (15th) and Magnussen (42nd) feature in our Top 50
drivers of the season. Ites the 13th time AUTOSPORT has put
together this list. The 2014 edition is the product of plenty of
arguing, showcasing some of the drivers who have excelled this
year. Remember, ites not the 50 best drivers in the world, ites the
best performers of the season.

Button has been an ever-present in the list since it “rst
started and, if he keeps operating at his current level, will
surely retain his place next year.

This is good news for F1, for not only is Button a “rst-class
driver, but also a “ne ambassador for motor racing.

EDD STRAW OR

edd.straw@haymarket.com
@eddstrawF1
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Thisweekin F 1

BRITON LANDS SIXTH SEASON AT McLAREN
BUTTON AND ALONSO

McLAREN KEEPS BUTTON IN F1 COMBINED F1 STATISTICS

15+13 = Seasonsraced 28

McLaren will retain Jenson Button ~ Buttonss greater experience should be into a 16th season. Races 500
alongside Fernando Alonso in 2015, preferred to rookie Magnussenss The decision means Magnussen, 22, Titles 3
after finalising its driver line-up. longer-term potential. will be without a race seat in F1 next )

McLarenss autumn capture of A decision on the final line-up was  year, but the Woking team said the Wins 47
Alonso for its new works engine anticipated ahead of Novemberss Abu Dane would act as its reserve driver. P1 Poles 30
partnership with Honda left 2014 Dhabi Grand Prix, but an announcement Button said: *Being a part of Podiums 147
drivers Button and Kevin Magnussen was twice delayed as agreement failed new-look McLaren-Honda is a wonderful )
both facing uncertain futures. to materialise at boardroom level. opportunity for all of us, and lsm very PTS  Points 2965

Debate raged within McLaren Button, 34, was ultimately given pleased to have been invited to do my Fastest laps 29
over whether 2009 world champion  the chance to prolong his career bit. In fact, lsm absolutely raring to go.Z

ALONSO: SEASONS AT

FERRARI WERE MY BEST We gai_n the
best driver

New McLaren signing Fernando When asked to rate his time at Ferrari, .
Alonso believes his fiwears with Alonso replied: *From one to 10 I think in N th e wo rI d
Ferrari were the best of his career,  those five years | will put nine.
despite failing to add to his collection I know it seems high, but | have tOd ay
of two world titles. enjoyed it so much ... | grew up as a driver,
as a person, and | raced with my heart. McLaren racing

director Eric
Boullier
celebrates the
recruitment of
Fernando Alonso

I raced at the best level of my career.Z

Alonso twice missed out on the world
championship in the final race of the
season while at Ferrari, in 2010 and
2012, finishing sixth this year.

DUNBAR/LAT
ISTITENE/GETTY
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