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Ed speak

THERE WILL NEVER BE ANOTHER MONTH LIKE IT. 50
said a magazine coverline 30 vears ago. Of course, there have been
plenty of months just like it, with a new Lamborghini, Ferrari,
Porsche and Aston Martin often launched within a few weeks of
each other. This month, however, there was a single day when
these brands, plus Alpine, McLaren, Pagani, Ruf, Ford, Honda,
Toyota, Audi (you get the picture) all launched cars so rich in
evoness that walking through the halls of the Geneva motor show
without being drawn to another headline-grabbing performance
car was an impossible task.

Geneva never fails to deliver. The exotica rubs shoulders with
the luxurious, which sidles up to the hottest mainstream goods,
and all want their five minutes of fame. In 2017 they somehow
managed to get it, and now there's just the small matter of evo
getting the keys to them and delivering the verdicts that matter.

There was much to get excited about in Geneva. McLaren's 7208
is awonder, the 911 GT3 evolution continues at a frightening pace,
Ferrari's commitment to the V12 is to be applauded, and Alpine
making sports cars once again has to be a good thing, doesn't
it? It is what's happening at the other end of the price scale that
really caught my attention, however. Honda’s Civic Type R is
unashamedly brash, Ford’s switch to a three-cylinder motor for
the new Fiesta ST is intriguing, and then there’s Tovota, who
confirmed it’s back in the performance car game, the Yaris GRMN
being just the start of its adventures. Hopefully there'll be plenty
more months like this one to come.

There are a few new faces to introduce to evo this month. On
evo.co.uk Steve Walker joins as website editor and Tom Wiltshire
as web producer, and I'm delighted to be able to welcome back
John Barker, a member of evo’s founding team.

@stuartg?17

Stuart Gallagher, Editor

EVO WORLDWIDE EDITORS-IN-CHIEF

Tt’s what'’s
happening at the
lower end of the
price scale that
really caught my
attention’
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A better way forward

or braking on dry surfaces and excellent on wet surfaces,

HELIN Pilot Sport*S is engineered for superior safety
e. Thanks to its Dynamic Response technology and
ead pattern, it delivers revolutionary steering control
ous responsiveness. Acclaimed by most performance car
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Official fuel consumption figures for the Abarth 595 Trofeo: mpg (/100km): Combined 47.1 (6.0), Urban 35.8 (7.9), Extra urban 57.7
(4.9), CO; Emissions: 139 g/km. Fuel consumption and CO, figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC directives/regulations and may
not be representative of real-life driving conditions. Factors such as driving style, weather and road conditions may alsc have a significant effect on fuel consumption.
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IMS AUTOMOTIVE

LULMLE &ASHIMNLG

PERFORMAMUOCE

'/ / 4

THE ULTIMATE IN
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES

AT DMS AUTOMOTIVE
WE'VE BEEN UNLEASHING

AUTOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE

FOR OVER 198

YEARS

DMS CLS&3 AMG (EVO ALGUST "14) "ENGIME UPGRADE ADDS HUGE PERFORMAMNCE AND REAL CHARACTER"
DMS 1M (EVO MARCH 12) "THERE'S A REAL RIF TO THE WaAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RFM™

DMS SL65 BLACK SERIES (EVO OCTOBER "10) *IT FEELS LIKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SL65 AMD A PORSCHE GT2"
DMS 1351 (BMW CAR MAY '0%) “THE STANDARD CAR |5 GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE MEXT LEVEL"
DMS 997 TURBO 3.6 (EVIO SEPTEMBER ‘08] *IT'S EPIC, HILARIOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERY GEAR, YET DOCILE WHEN CRUISING"
DMS 997 TURBO 3.8 PDK (EVO JUME '11) "DELIVERY IS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FORCEFUL®

BELOW IS A SMALL SELECTION OF
OUR MORE POPULAR MODELS TO
UPGRADE. WE ARE ABLE TO UNLEASH
PERFORMAMNCE FROM SMALL FOUR
CYCLINDER DIESEL ENGINES UP TO
V12 SUPERCARS.

AUDI
AUDI RS6 4.0 T V8 » 690+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
AUDI RS6 V10 » 480+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)

AUDI R8 V10 » 592+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)

AUDI RS54 B7/ RS » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
AUDI RS3/RSQ3 » 420+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
AUDI 53/ GOLF R » 373+ BHP {+DE-LIMIT)
AUDI 3.0TDi (ALL MODELS) » 315+ BHP
AUDI 3.0 Bi-TDi (ALL MODELS) » 380+ BHP
AUDI Q7/A8 4.2 TDi » 400+ BHP

BMW

BAS V10 = 548+ BHP (205 MPH)
HKEM S Xah 2 818+ BHP

1M = 411+ BHP

M3 EFOYSE v 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
M350 M235i » 402 BHP

P2 3.0T » 520+ BHP

M5 F10YME (STAGE 1) » 680 BHP
M5 FI0/MG (STAGE 2) » 730 BHP
F10 5200 » 240 BHP

F10 5300 » 305 BHP
335113545 » 370+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
1230 » 252 BHP

3607600160 » 160 BHP
3802180/ 1180 » 225 BHP

3300 EF0 » 296+ BHP

320D E90 » 115 BHP

4200/ 320022001201 » 275+ BHP
4351/ F30 335i » 390 BHP

A26i/ 3281 0 295 BHP

5350/ 3330 / X5 50 » 355+ BHP
&400/3350/5350v4350 » 390 BHP
7300 = 305+ BHP

X54.00D /740D » 370 BHP

¥53.00 = 305 BHP

X5 X501 4.4 » 500+BHP

X5 MS0DXEME0D/S500 » 450 BHP

MERCEDES-BENZ
AZ00CDC200CDIE200CDI » 175 BHP
AZS0/C250 » 260 BHP

A45/CLAAS » 420 BHP

C300HYBRID » 285 BHP
AZZOCDICZ20CDVEZZ0CDI » 215 BHP
CI50/CLS3S0/E3S0/5350 » 315 BHP

E400 fC450 » 420+ BHP

CA00 = 400 BHP

63 5.5 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 630+BHP
‘500" 4.7 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 498+BHP
565 (W222) » 780 BHP

SL&5 BLACK » 720+ BHP (+DELIMIT)

SL&S AMG » 890 BHP (+DE-LIMIT)

55" AMG KOMPRESSOR » 580+BHP

C6H3 AMG 6.3 » 5304+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)

N
A

CH3 AMG 40T » CALL FOR DETAILS
SL63 AMG 6,3 » 580+BHP (+DE-LIMIT,
RE-MAP & LOWER ABC SUSPENSION)
CLAQO Bi-TURBO » 580+ BHP

SLKSS AMG » 420+ BHP (+DELIMIT)
320 C0i VA » 274 BHP

350 CDivé » 312 BHP

420 /450 CDi V& » 358 BHP

ALL 2015 RANGE ROVERS AVAILABLE
R ROVER SC 5.0 » 580+ BHP

R ROVER 4.4 SDVE » 305+ BHP

R ROWER 3.0 TDVA = 315+ BHP

R ROWVER 3.0 5DV » 345+ BHP
EVOQUE/DISCO 5PORT 2.2 DIESEL

» 240+ BHP

PORSCHE

997 TURBCYS 3.8 INC PDK » §11 BHP
907 TURBO 3.6 » 625+ BHP

907 GT2 RS » 670+ BHP

998 TURBOYGTZ » 400+ BHP

297 CARRERA 5 PDK » 400+ BHP
@97 CARRERA S » 376+ BHP

997 CARRERA PDK » 358 BHP
907 CARRERA GTS » 435 BHP
97 GTIUP » 434 BHP

BOXSTER 3.45 » 334+ BHP
CAYMAN 5 » 342 BHP

MACAMN 3.0D = 315 BHP
CAYEMNME GTS » 440 BHP

CAYENME TURBO 4.8 » 578+ BHF
CAYEMME TURBO 5 4.8 » 600+ BHF
CAYEMME 4.2 DIESEL » 450+ BHP
CAYEMMNE DIESEL » 315+ BHP
PAMAMERA TURBO » 00+ BHP
PAMAMERA DIESEL » 315+ BHP

EXOTIC / MISC
FERRAR| CALIFORNIA » 487 BHP

FERRARI 599 » 647 BHP

FERRARI 430 » 525 BHP

GALLARDO » 544 BHP

LPS&0 » 608+BHP

LP&640 » 707 BHP

HURACAN » 640+ BHP

AVENTADOR » CALL FOR DETAILS
MCLAREN MP4-12C » 700 BHP

MCLAREN 6505 » 720 BHP

MURCIELAGO LP&40 » 707 BHP

MASERATI GHIBLI 3.05 PETROL » 470 BHP
MASERATI GHIELI 3.0 PETROL » 400 BHP
MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0 DIESEL » 312 BHP
MASERAT| GT/QPORT » 438 BHP

MASERAT| GT S/ MC » 479+ BHP
BENTLEY 4.0 T V8 » 690 BHP

BENTLEY CGT / F-SPUR (INC 2013) » 80+ BHP
BENTLEY GT SPEED (INC 2013 ON) » 495 BHP
BENTLEY SUPERSPORT » 720+ BHP

T T
U ALL QT RE

PLEASE CALL U5,

/DMSAUTOMOTIVE

FOLLOAY LIS FOR OUR LATEST MEWS
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VANDA
LEADS
THE CHARGE

by ANTONY INGRAM

Williams-developed electrically
powered supercar heads our
Geneva motor show roundup

easier to make a new supercar today
with electric technology. What is
challenging from an engineering perspective is
putting the average user in mind - who'll get in,
start up and drive at whatever speed for as long
as they want to drive. That's the challenge: range
versus weight. Developing an electric vehicle is
more straightforward, though, without spending
tens of millions developing an engine.’
lan Cluett is head of programmes at Williams
Advanced Engineering, the team behind one
of this year's Geneva motor show stars, the
Vanda Dendrobium. The new Singaporean
supercar was one of several at Geneva that used

IH SOME WAYS IT IS A LITTLE



electricity rather than combustion for
propulsion, but surprisingly Cluett
had never before considered our
question: is developing an electric
supercar easier than developing a
conventionally powered one?

Given the glut of electric supercars
to have debuted over the past 12
months, each boasting a 0-62mph
time beginning with a 2 and asphalt-
rippling torque figures, it's not hard
to imagine we'll see an increasing
number of electric rather than petrol-
powered performance cars in the
coming years. And it’s not so much
an environmental imperative as it
is down to the physics of electric

016 www.evo.co.uk

propulsion: so prohibitively expensive
is the process of developing and type-
approving a conventional powerplant
with Chiron-troubling performance,
electric power seems increasingly
attractive. Producing an electric car
with more power and more torque
boils down to incorporating bigger
electric motors and managing the
temperature of the batteries that
feed them.

Projected performance figures for
the Dendrobium (1) are predictably
impressive: a top speed of over
200mph and a 0-62mph time of 2.7
seconds. Power and torque figures
aren't yet quoted, mainly because

66 A top speed of over

Vanda and Williams haven't yet
finalised the specification. The
prototype shown at Geneva uses a
single, rear-mounted motor, but the
production car will have another
powering the front wheels. A range
isn't quoted, either: by the time the
Dendrobium reaches production,
Williams expects battery technology
to have moved on further, rendering
any current guesses moot. Cluett
does have a weight target though: a
competitive 1750ks.

The car looks impressive in the
carbonfibre, as you'd expect with a
name like Williams behind it. Far from
being a cobbled-together showpiece,

200mph and a 0-62mph
time of 2.7 seconds are

projected 99

it’s a working prototype (albeit not
at full performance just vet) with a
Bridge of Weir hide-trimmed cabin,
intricate details and a crowd-pleasing
trick — the rear-hinged doors open like
the petals of the flower from which
the Dendrobium gets its name.
Unique entrance options were a
recurring theme among Geneva's
electrically powered stars, from the
Techrules Ren's three-canopy
cockpit (2) to the Pininfarina
H600's pillarless clap-hands doors
(3). Techrules, a Chinese R&D firm,
commissioned Giugiaro to style its
car, which uses a brace of range-
extending turbines as part of an



electric drivetrain. The key figures
here are 1269bhpand 17251b ft across
two axles, 2.5 seconds to 62mph, and
199mph flat out.

Coincidentally, Pininfarina's
handsome hybrid-powered saloon
concept also posits the use of a
turbine, with 20,000 hours of
maintenance-free running promised
and the ability to run on pretty much
any fuel. Squint and it could be the
next Maserati Quattroporte.

German firm Artega is in on
the electric act, too, with the Scalo
Superelletra (4). Expect 50 cars
from 2019 (if Artega manages to
remain afloat — of which there’s no
guarantee), a Dendrobium-marching
0-62mph time and sleek coachwork
by Carrozzeria Touring Superleggera.

Bentley's EXP12 Speed 6Ge (5) is
almost conventional in comparison.
Effectively an electric, convertible
version of the EXP10 Speed 6
unveiled at the 2015 Geneva show
- and featuring an aged red leather
and copper-finished interior that
suggests someone in  Bentley's

NEWS

design department is reading too
many steampunk novels - it's a sign
of Bentley’s intention to offer more
electrification across its range.
Despite its concept look, the styling of
this year'’s new Continental GT won't
be hugely different.

Continuing the electric charge is
Renault, still exercising its policy
(seemingly shared with Peugeot)
of introducing achingly desirable
concept cars that haven't a hope in
hell of ever reaching production.

Latest to give the netherworld a
chill is the Zoe E-Sport (6), which
takes the meek and mild Zoe EV and
splices ina pair of Renault's FormulaE
motors for 456bhp and all-wheel
drive. It looks brilliant. Chances of
production? That clanking sound
you can hear is Satan turning up the
central heating.

Thankfully, both Ford and
Toyota have announced spicy
hatchbacks that you'll actually be able
to drive, and possibly even afford,
Dressed in blue is Ford's new Fiesta
ST (7), which trades the existing

by ANTONY INGRAM
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car's 1.6-litre turbo four for a 1.5-litre
boosted three. Expect 197bhp and
an impressive 214lb ft, as well as
cylinder deactivation technology,
which allows the ST to fire on two
cylinders at light loads.

Toyota's take is rather different,
with the new Yaris GRMHN (8). You
not only get an extra cylinder over the
Ford and 1.8 litres of swept capacity,
but also a supercharger instead of
the class-standard turbocharger. A
power figure of ‘over 205bhp’ seems
conservative given the mechanicals
but, if Toyota's claim of a class-leading
0-62mph figure is correct, expect that
number to be 6.4 seconds or less. The
car is three-door only and features a
reinforced shell, Sachs dampers and
a Torsen limited-slip differential. And
‘GRMN'? It stands for ‘Gazoo Racing
tuned by Meister of Nirburgring’, a
nod to Toyota's motorsport division
and the test drivers who have
developed the car at said German
racetrack. Toyota is certainly taking
its first hot hatch since the unloved
2007 Corolla T-Sport seriously...

Hopefully, Suzuki will take its
next hot harch seriously too. The
latest Swift Sport wasn't on display

018 www.evo.co.uk

in Geneva, though it’s expected in
around a year. Signs are promising
though, since the new Swift (9),
which made its first European
appearance in Switzerland, is up to
180kg lighter than the already-fleet
outgoing model. It's also lower, wider
and shorter, and could pack as much
as 140bhp in Sport form.

Ruf’s latest CTR (10) - a tribute
to the famous Yellow Bird of 1987 -
makes five times that output. To call
it a 911 would be a great disservice,
given it has an entirely bespoke
carbonfibre monocoque, carbonfibre
bodywork, pushrod double-wishbone
suspension front and rear, and a
custom six-speed gearbox for its
3.6-litre, twin-turbo powerplant.
Geneva's most desirable car?

Over at Aston Martin, the British
firm's upcoming hypercar made its
first public appearance and did so
with a new name: Valkyrie (11).
Alongside it were the first models in
Aston's new AMR line, a series that
draws closer links with its racing
efforts. Makes plenty of sense with
the Vantage AMR Pro, which has
500bhp and wears Michelin's Cup 2
tyres. Less so the Rapide AMR (12),

though there’s a curious kind of
appeal to a Rapide with carbonfibre
seats and an enormous neon lime
stripe down the headlining,

Across the way at Ferrari was the
new 812 Superfast (13). Its 6.5-litre
naturally aspirated V12 howls to
the tune of 789bhp at 8500rpm,
with 526Ib ft at a heady 7000rpm,
punchingitall the wayto211mph and
breaking the 62mph mark in 2.9sec.

The F12tdf's Virtual Short Wheelbase
four-wheel steering returns, as does
the astonishing, hero-making Side
Slip Control. Whether the fully
electric power steering system — the
first such setup in a Ferrari - is true to
Maranello’s usual dynamic standards
remains to be experienced.
Lamborghini has been grabbing
the limelight in a different way,
comprehensively  smashing  the




Niirburgring Nordschleife lap record
with its Huracin Performante (see
p170). It nips 40kg off the weight of
the standard car and has an extra
29bhp, taking the total to 631bhp.
‘Aerodinamica Lamborghini Attiva' -
active aerodynamics, to you and me
- are as much responsible for its lap
time though, a ludicrous 6:52.01.
The man who set that time is
Italian GT3 racer Marco Mapelli,
who'd already confirmed his star
status by sliding the Aventador SV
to a 6:59 in 2015. The Performante’s
time is around five seconds quicker
than Le Mans-winner Marc Lieb's
lap in a Porsche 918 Spyder, which

goes some way to illustrating
Mapelli’s commitment. Rumours that
Lambo’s footage was sped up seem
to have been unfounded - Porsche
Motorsport boss Frank Walliser told
evo's Dan Prosser that he put the time
down to little more than four years of
extra tyre development.

Other Geneva stars included the
new Pagani Huayra Roadster
(14), which has 753bhp, an 80kg
weight saving over the coupe and a
E2million price tag. The Porsche
Panamera Sport Turismo (15)
is undoubtedly the best-looking
Panamera yet - and the first to offer
a full five seats. The new Audi RS5

is similarly appealing, even if it
drops an eight-cylinder engine for
a twin-turbo V6, but the Q8 sport
concept - a revision of the Q8 shown
in Detroit - seemed lazy, with just a
colour change and a new grille to
differentiate it from the non-sport
concept at the American show,

Much better, and one of Geneva's
sure-fire stars, is the Mercedes-
AMG GT Concept (16). Think
four-door, four-seat AMG GT and
you're not far wide of the mark.
There’s 800bhp from a turbocharged
V8 with - as is clearly becoming
the norm - a little assistance from
electrical power.

NEWS

by ANTONY INGRAM

&

The Ferrari 812
Superfast’s V12
howls to the tune
of 789bhp at
8500rpm
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Finding heaven
in Palexpo’s Hall 7

Left: cil collection
systems arejust tha
thing to go with yvour
four-post ramp,
Below: Christ offers
car-washing solutions:
it's what Sunday
marnings were made
for, afterall...

From air-tools to full four-post ramps,
Hall 7 of the Geneva motor show is a real
Aladdin's Cave if you're into accessories

HRIST: THE 50N OF GOD
‘ and a manufacturer of car

washing equipment. This
and other treasures await in Hall 7
of the Geneva motor show.

Maost wvisitors to the show head
for the upstairs hall to dream.
That's where you'll find much of
the weird and wacky stuff from
eccentric carrossiers like Rinspeed.
Lamborghini is there, tog, virtually
opposite Bugatti, where sticky
finger marks are being dusted off
the new Chiron. You'll find me
among them, probably headed for
the Porsche stand, but every year
yvou'll also find me on a personal
pilgrimage around the Aladdin's
Cave that is Hall 7

This is where the accessory

020 www.evo.co.uk

manufacturers ply their wares.
Need to buy a new four-post ramp
fand all my life I've wanted one)?
You'll find a good selection on
display in Hall 7. And if you're
lucky enough to have a ramp,
you'll probably want one of those
brilliant devices that you can drain
oil into. Meclube makes a nice
range of blue ones. Owning your
own tyre-changing machine might
be going a bit far, though if you do
a lot of trackdays in a tyre-eating
car it might be handy.

But the real porn is to be found
among the toolmakers. Here's a
nerdy question for you: which
tool company sponsored [talian
racing driver Vittorio Brambilla?
Beta Tools is the answer, and

GENEVA MOTOR SHOW

if you're the right age wvou'll
remember  Brambilla’s  bright
orange March with Beta written
on it. Beta has racks and racks
of tools on its stand and, all I can
say is, it's a damned good job that
the company appears to have
not brought a credit card reader
with it.

French toolmaker Facom, itself
no stranger to F1 sponsorship,
has a lovely line of air-tools and
rechargeable  torque-guns for
speedy undoing of wheel nuts,
Again, thankfully there are no
signs of payment facilities.

There is no elbow jousting in
Hall 7. It's a very polite place,
unlike the main halls, where video
crews stab you with tripod legs

and you're liable to be barged out
of the way by arrogant people who
aren't even motoring journalists!
In the tranquillity of Hall 7 you
can blag a complimentary beer
and perhaps a sandwich or two if
you have the front to pretend that
you're in the market for a brake
disc skimming machine.

It's best to avoid playing this
trick with companies that produce
very expensive items, though, as
they won't let you go so easily
And while I'd like to have a four-
post ramp and an oil draining
machine, Mrs Goodwin might
have something to say if 1 came
home with a car washing system.
Even if it was made by Christ,
Colin Goodwin
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INTERVIEW

Stefano
Domenicali

A Ferrari career man who
worked his way up to lead the
F1 team, Stefano Domenicali
then crossed the road to lead
Lamborghini. eve sits down
with him to discover if he's
the right man for the job

by Steve Sutcliffe

TEFANO DOMENICALI FIZZES WITH

energy when he speaks. Like many Italians

he talks fast. Frantically so, which means
you need to work hard mentally just to keep up.

He wears a pair of rademark glasses by Ray-
Ban, and when he talks he also smiles for much of
the time, and he looks you straight in the eye.

He loves his cars but also his motorbikes, too,
having been the race director at the Mugello Moto
GP circuit for two years before assuming his more
famed roles at Ferrari. Those roles culminated
with him becoming principal of the F1 team in
2008. And it's been almost exactly one year now
since he took charge at Lamborghini.

But is he, I wonder, just a good old-fashioned
petrolhead at heart who happens to have one of
the best jobs in the world, or is there a hard-nosed
businessman behind the infectious enthusiasm?

‘In the position that I am in now, | know [ have to
transform,’ he readily admits. ‘I have to transform
the car guy that is in my heart into a businessman
euy. It's hard work for me because when you reach
this position you need to consider a wider picture.

“You have to see what is the benefit of something
in terms of cost versus income, in terms of
strategy, application and timing. It's all about
the balance and it’s not easy. But for me, this is
actually a nice challenge. Because we are not just
talking about a car industry here — Lamborghini is
more than that. And so | always have to see things
in a parallel way: of what I'm thinking in terms



INTERVIEW

of my enthusiasm, and then as a businessman.
And that's the key in my view. That way we keep
Lamborghini very special, because it has to be'

Born in Imola in 1965, the son of a banker,
Domenicali graduated from the University of
Bologna with a Business Studies degree in 1991,
whereupon he went straight to work for Ferrari
in its finance department. But his passion for
cars, and specifically racing, started young.

Tt started when I was 14, he says. ‘1 was
watching all the races at Imola. I was at school
during the week and then at the track at the
weekends, and I knew all the people in the F1
paddock because I was parking the trucks. I still
have the smell of fuel in my nose today.’

I ask whether his passion for, and career
at, Lamborghini’s arch rival in Modena had
any influence on his acceptance of the job at
Sant’Agata. Was there ever any doubt in his
mind about going to work for The Enemy?

“To be honest, I said to myself, “I am a very
lucky guy here,” because to be an Italian who
was able to be the leader of the Ferrari F1 team,

personally. But you see lots of people taking
selfies of themselves every second of every
day — because they want to show other people
what they are doing, what they are driving.
And when you are someone who wants to buy a
Lamborghini, you want to be seen.’

And heard. “Yes! The music of the engine, the
vibration: it's unique to our cars. And our future.

So is the naturally aspirated V12 engine safe
for a while yet? ‘Our goal is to keep the V12 alive
as long as possible,’ says Domenicali. ‘And this
is one task that we have to be totally clear on in
our minds.’

Will the V12 stick around long enough to get
some hybrid assistance in the future?

‘Hybridisation will be part of Lamborghini in
the future, but the investment required for this
is very big, and we need to be moderate in terms
of our approach to the future while also being
flexible, because electrification will heat up the
world of the super-sports car,

Right now, of course, the word on everyone’s
lips at Sant’Agata is ‘Urus’ The SUV goes on sale

66 Our goal is to keep the V12 alive
for as long as possible. And this is one
task we are totally clear on 99

and for that to be part of my history because Iwas
there for 23 years, and then to have the chance
to become responsible for Lamborghini! I was
thinking I'm very, very lucky,’ says Domenicali.

‘But for me now at Lamborghini it's also
a reference for us, because it's part of our
competition. I've always had the approach to
competition that you need to have respect for the
other zuys, not just regard them as the enemy.

‘S0 that was my real reaction when I took
charge. And now that I'm here, I am totally
focused on Lamborghini. [ think the brand will
become even stronger, above all outside of Italy.”

Is he concerned that while Lamborghini has
got bigger and more successful over the last ten
years, it's also become a bit bling?

‘Not today,’ he says. ‘When the Murciélago
was around, perhaps. | believe we are giving our
customers exactly what they want. The average
age of a Lamborghini owner today is 30 to 35, so
they are young people. Bright colours have also
always been in the DNA of Lamborghini, and the
lines of our cars need to be recognised, too.”

I ask him to expand a bit on this. ‘Look, I'm
52 this year, he says. ‘So maybe I'm not like this

later this year. By 2019 Domenicali predicts that
Lamborghini will sell 3500 Uruses each year,
doubling the brand’s overall output to 7000 cars,
with the UK the third biggest potential market.

The Urus will cost £180k-plus and will be
powered by a twin-turbo 4-litre V8. Inevitably it
will be four-wheel drive but it will also have four-
wheel steering, much like the new Aventador S.
It will be, according to the boss, ‘a super-
sports car inside an SUV’, which sounds pretty
mouthwatering as a fundamental concept.

Even so, Domenicali remains realistic about
his new car’s longer-term potential, despite the
fact that the order books are already swelling.
For the first two years, he admits, Urus demand
might be ‘a little bit crazy’. But it's what happens
after this honeymoon period that matters most,
which is when the businessman-guy in Stefano
Domenicali will need to step up. Because he
knows full well that once the music stops and
the launch fever has faded, the real hard work
sustaining the interest in a £200k SUV truly
begins. ‘But it's an exciting time for us,” he says.

Right man for the job? Oh ves, there can be
very little doubt about that.

NEWS

NEWS IN BRIEF

evo trackdays

The days are getting longer, the
evenings lighter, which means it's
time to book yourself a place on a
2017 evo track evening in association
with GT Radial.

This season we have four dates at
two locations for you to pick from.
The action starts on Thursday 11 May
at Rockingham Motor Speedway, with
two further dates at the Corby venue
on Thursday 15 June and Friday 18
August. On Friday 1 September we'll
be back at Bedford Autodrome, To
book your space, visit evo.co.uk.

2017 Driver
Power survey

If you're reading evo it's a given

that you like your car, treasure it

and treat it like an extension of the
family. But like all family members we
understand they don't always behave
as well as they should. The annual
Driver Power survey, run by our sister
magazine Auto Express, is your chance
to get off your chest the frustrations
you have with your performance car.
Simply complete the online survey at
autoexpress.co.uk/driver-power and
you can help others benefit from your
experiences - good or bad.

Buying guide
If you were tempted by the Mercedes-
Benz 5LS AMG in last month's buying
guide, we should have told yvou it was
supplied by HR Owen Ecurie, the new
venture of leading performance and
luxury car specialists HR Owen,
Specifically set up to deal with pre-
owned high performance vehicles,
HR Owen Ecurie can source everything
fram pre-owned Porsches to
MecLarens, Bentleys and Lambaorghinis,
and every performance and luxury
car brand in between. At the time of
writing, its stock ranged from the
aforementioned SLS AMG (in rare
sepang Brown) toa Lotus 3-Eleven.
Based in Cheltenham, HR Owen
Ecurie can be found at hrowen.com/
ecurie or contacted on 01242 504871,
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ORALMOST 44 YEARS ROGER BECKER
was the constant at Lotus, its North
Star, the champion and keeper of the
company’s precious dynamic DNA. There were
times when aspects of the cars were a bit sketchy,
times when the very company was teetering ona
financial precipice, but the one thing you could
always rely on was that the road cars would
drive superbly, and that was down to Becker.
When he retired in 2010 he had been Lotus’s
engineering director for two decades. Not bad
for someone who started out on the shop floor
aged 20, with an OMNC in engineering. The boss,
Colin Chapman, soon recognised his potential
and moved him across to development to work
on the Europa Twin Cam. From then, Becker was

T

MHD CR1

Roger Becker
1945-2017

OBITUARY

Engineer extraordinaire, Becker’'s legacy at
Lotus and in the wider automotive world will
see him remembered as one of the greats

by John Barker

instrumental in every road car, helping shape the
Elite, Excel and Esprit, the Elan, the innovative
Elise and, finally, the Evora. As different as they
were, what characterised them all was their
remarkable blend of handling precision and
uncanny ride quality.

This effortless, dynamic fluidity seemed to be
some kind of alchemy and was Lotus's hallmark
and business card. It helped win engineering
contracts from other carmakers, some of which
were visible, such as the Lotus Carlton and the
Isuzu Piazza, and many others that were not.
Becker once explained that the front-drive
‘M100° Elan, a dead-end in the Lotus road-car
timeline, was an incredibly valuable project
because it taught the company how to engineer

Issey Miyake W Automatic

Price: £200

DESIGNED BY CAR DESIGNERS

"
Ll

From: matthewhumphriesdesignwatches.com

WATCHES

Matthew Humphries is perhaps best known for
penning models such as the AeroMax during
his time as chief designer at Margan, but these
days he's also strongly associated with the
drivers’watches that bear the initials of his
design consultancy. We've featured the CR1in
evo before, but for 2017 this quartz-powered,
&2mm model has evolved with the introduc tion
of versions with "panda’ and ‘reverse panda’ (as
pictured) dials. The price remains competitive,

too, especially given only 500 CR1s will be made,

Price: from cE525
From:isseymiyake.com

Satoshi Wada was a senior designer at Audi for
over a decade, and is the man responsible for
the brand’s signature single-frame grille as well
as models such as the original Q7 (but we won't
hald that against him). Today he runs his own
design studic and applies his talents in other
fields - including watches. This latest addition
tao his *W' line far the Issey Mivake brand has
a compass-inspired design, an automatic
movement and a 45mm case in either bare
stainless steel or with a black coating.

front-wheel drive and so opened up a whole new
field of contract-engineering opportunities.
Affable and down to earth, Becker loved
problem solving and, in common with similarly
influential contemporaries such as Mike Cross,
was a skilled driver, too. That's how he ended up
in the movie The Spy Who Loved Me. He was only
supposed to deliver the white Esprit but, having
shown he could get more out of it than the stunt
driver, ended up doubling for Roger Moore.
Becker’s legacy is four decades’ worth of
sublime road cars and also a great number
of engineers that have learned from him and
carried those skills into the wider industry.
They include his son, Matt, who is now chief of
vehicle-attribute engineering at Aston Martin.

Seiko Rider's Chronograph

Price: c£320
From: seiko-watch.cojp

Back in the 19805, Giorgetto Giugiaro (BMW M1,
VW Golf MK, Lotus Esprit 51, etc) worked with
Selko on several out-of-the-ordinary watches,
Among them was the Rider’s Chronograph,
which had a dial tilted by 15 degrees and rising
up away from the wrist towards its right-hand
side, thus improving readability when riding
or, presumably, driving. The model has now
been reissued in steel instead of plastic, with a
choice of colour schemes. Mumbers are limited,
and, officially at least, it"s only on salein Japan.

Like watches? Read Chrono, the digital watch magazine for i05 and Android, available FREE inside the evo app.
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Challenge accepted.

WARRANTY-FRIENDLY UPGRADES FOR BMW M2.

You'd expect nothing less from the Aachen-based BMW tuning experts. Even when presented with a car as capable
as the BMW M2 the AC Schnitzer engineers are able to extract even more performance, further enhanced driving
dynamics and even greater driving pleasure. The result is a true AC Schnitzer car. Fast but reliable. Responsive but

comfortable. And all backed by the best warranty in the tuning world. Call us today for your local AC Schnitzer dealer
or visit our website for details.

420PS performance upgrade with Carbon fibre spoiler canards

RS suspension with independent
3 year engine/driveline warranty™ and full width lower splitter

damping & ride height adjustment

Hi-flow sports exhaust with 90mm 207 lightweight forged alloy
tailpipes & carbon-fibre diffuser wheels for superior response

) Warranty
SCHNITZER

beyond the standard. a'gp%gd B

www.ac-schnitzer.co.uk 01485 542000

Optional GT-style
carbon-fibre racing wing

conditions apphy. Modal shown ACS2 5
Finance available subject to status
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Stick situation

Dan Prosser's excellent review of
the new Porsche 911 Carrera GTS
(Driven, evo 233) was nicely crafted
and, as it should, made me want to
sell a kidney to own one. However,

| would take Issue with his opining
that the 25 with a manual gearbox is
the best new GTS available.

There is a lot of bluster about
manual and semi-auto gearboxes
and a lot of unnecessary reference
towhat is the ‘manly’ choice. | would
disagree that itis less masculing to
option the excellent and, let's face
it, faster PDK 'box. If you have the
luxury of owning your 91 purely to
thrash around a circuit | can see the
attraction of three pedals, but seven
speeds sounds very laborious and,
frankly, a bit old fashioned. Also, |
would venture than most 911 owners
alsouse their cars to travel, oftenin
traffic, where the versatility of PDK
makes it by far the better option. In
my opinion, of course,

Please don't change anything,
though. Loving your work.

Andrew Lally

2N\

Olden wonder

Your article ‘Age Concern’ (evo 233)
raised some interesting issues.
The amazing Mr Attwood [pictured
above] trading tirmes with a much
younger race-winning driver was
particularly heartening, as I'm
approaching bus-pass age myself,
Driving well is a perishable skill and
he shows clearly the advantages of
regular practice and physical and
mental fitness to maintaining it
into old age.

| think the question of physical
and mental fitness should be

applied to all drivers, particularly as
we get older. Perhaps the concept
of holding a driving licence as a right
until the age of 7S without further
testingis outdated. The Human
Performance Lab tests, or some
equivalent, should be a necessary
part of retesting all drivers at regular
intervals beyond a certain age.

Also, evo's tests involved three
professional drivers who clearly
possessed great skills and had
recent race experience. | was left
wondering how well l'would have
coped with them. It would be
interesting to see how three ordinary
people chosen at random would fare
against their benchmark.

Rob Speak

We did consider conducting similar
tests with ‘ordinary’ drivers. However,
thare would be no way to tell how
typical their skill levels were, nor if the
abilities af the older drivers had been
affected by age or if they had always
been substandard in the areas being
tested. By comparing three racing
drivers we could be sure we had a
more level playing field. - Ed

J—

Hard cell

‘Tesla's P100D [pictured above] with
Ludicrous mode will reach 60mph in
2.5sec, says Stuart Gallagher in his
editor's letter (evo 233). This from a
four-door, five-seat Panamera rival.
It will also travel up to 300 miles on
a “tank” of fully charged batteries, a
similar range to that of an M5, Will
it though? Really? | want to believe
it will, but the massive cynic in me
still doubts it.

|'want to believe that electricity is
the future. I've even ordered a plug-

LETTER OF THE MONTH

Cheap thrills

I READ YOUR ARTICLE RECOMMENDING CARS
suitable for trackdays and appropriate modifications for them (evo
Market, 232) with a sinking feeling. I am not convinced that going ever
faster in your expensively modified track car is the answer. My preference
is for the Disposable Trackday Car. The conditions? Maximum cost of the
car £1500 and preferably less than £1000. Must be rear-wheel drive. Must
be reliable. Any single upgrade must be limited to £100.

Back in the "90s 1 bought an ex-police BMW 528i with a couple of mates.
Itwent very sideways and took a beating for acouple of years, then we sold
it for what we paid. I then became an addict and moved on to Caterhams
and, at my worst, racing in the JCC 100 Mile Centurion series.

Recently [ returned to a cheap BMW, this time a 2002 330i. With the
exception of the EBC brake discs and Yellowstuff front pads, all my mods
have been under £100. Highlights have been a spare set of alloys with
decent tyres at £90, rear pads at £10 and a front strut brace for £28.

Given the overall expenditure I am convinced that I am so much more
relaxed at trackdays than those in their valuable cars and therefore
enjoying myself more. And if I do stuff it or blow it up I'll simply take off
the good bits, chuck it and start again.

James Fielding

ThelLetter ofthe
Month winsan

Aviator watch

The writer of this month's star letter
receives an Aviator Airacobra Chrono,
Inspired by the pilots’ watches of the
19405, it has a 45mm case, 3 Swiss-made
quartz movernent, and SuperLuminoae
indlexes for cutstanding legibility:

o) it




No more

speeding tickets.

FREE

MNEXT DAY
DELIVERY

The new performance standard in speed trap detection,
Advanced GPS speed trap detection combined with outstanding
radar and laser performance designed specifically for the UK and
Europe. The Skyway range of speed trap detectors will provide
advanced warning of all speed traps plus 1000'% of locations where
mobile speed traps are often used. With no subscription charges or

download fees.

Works straight out of the box.
Skyway comes preloaded with
our latest speed trap database, so
will work straight out of the box,
autormnatically looking for speed
traps as soon as you switch it on.
Skyway is quick and easy to install
and can be transferred easily from
vehicle to vehicle,

360 degree licence protection.
Skyway speed trap detectors use
the latest 360 degree technology.
Our Long Range and Super Long
Range platforms provide acvance
warning of K-Band, X-Band,
Ka-Band and Laser speed traps
across the UK and Europe.

SKYWAY GTX50
LONG RANGE

SAVE £20

Preloaded with our latest
speed camera data base -
works out of the box

Alerts to fixed and mobile
speed traps, Average
Speed Cameras, Gatso,
Truvelo, HADACS, DS2,
Speedcurb, Watchman,
Mobile, plus 1000's of
High Risk Zones

High sensitivity
technology

No download fees

Mo subscription charges

PC & Mac compatible

SKYWAY PRO GTX60
SUPER LONG RANGE

SAVE £40

Order online at www.aguriworld.co.uk
or telephone 0330 102 5578

aguri
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in hybrid E-class (to sit alongside the
screaming, naturally aspirated 205bhp
1300cc Ducati motor in the garage).
I'mi trying to be “future’, I really am.
How about you get a Tesla on the
evo long-term fleet and let us know
what the typical range is after 12
months? Orwon't they give you one?
Draw your own conclusions,
Paul Brown

Our editarial director has a PS50, which
well be putting to the test soon. - Ed

Limiting factor

Inreply to Marcus Waldock's letter
(Inbox, 233) regarding unobtainable
Paorsches, evo replied that the new
9N GT3 [pictured above] will not be a
limited edition,

However, | called a Porsche dealer
to ask how | may place an order for
said GT3 and was told that it was not
warth my efforts. They predicted an
allocation of circa 6-8 cars in total and
dlready had well over 40 customers
who had expressed an interest. Once
the dealer's allocation was confirmed,
they would look at all those customers
and allocate cars based on which had
purchased the most cars through
them over the years - not on a first-
come, first-served basis,

Sothe GT3 may not be a limited
edition, but 1 am in no doubt it
will have a limited build run, and
that means it will once again be
unobtainable for the majority.
Robert Dubsky

Size matters

| read 'Cubic Capacity Fights Back’

(Briefing, evo 233) with interest and

would like to add a few comments.
Firstly, the theory for engine

downsizing has never been sound,

Driving a car over any test cycle
requires various levels of power, which
depends to alarge extent on the car’s
weight. This power is obtained by
burning fuel in air, and capacity is only
one method of controlling the amount
of fuel used.

Secondly, the efficiency of how this
power Is achieved is critical. Using a
small engine and increasing the rpm
to abtain the power significantly
increases friction losses, thus
reducing efficiency. The option of
baosting a small engine inevitably
leads to it requiring richer fuelling to
keep the temperatures within bounds,
which significantly reduces the
efficiency (outside of the test cycle
area, of course).

A large capacity, naturally aspirated
engine can achieve the required
power output, using lower rpm and
running with the correct fuelling for
the catalyst to minimise emissions
over its entire operating range and
not just some artificial test cycle.

It also reduces the stress on the
engine structure, enabling lightweight
engines to be made. There are fewer
breathing problems at lower rpm,
hence the ‘need’ for complicated,
expensive and bulky valvetrains is
reduced; the money and space can

be better used by improving the
efficiency of the air that is burnt in
the engine with technologies such as
GDI, twin-spark, variable compression
ratio, etc, all of which are well known,

Large capacity. low power, high
torgue ‘economy’ engines have never
really been tried, except as diesels,
but the technology now is better than
ever for a petrol option to succeed.
The thought of a naturally aspirated
&-litre V8 petrol-engined 'shopping
trolley’ might be a pipe dream, but the
technology isn't.

Colin Andrews
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Precious metal

On arecent romantic trip to Berlinmy
fiancé and | visited Classic Remise, a
converted railway shed housing the
mast utterly amazing collection of
cars | have ever seen, Veyron? Check,
918 Spyder? Check. [See above.]
Carrera GT? Check. Everything from a
Mini Traveller to an Enzo, and all sorts
in between. Mot only were we free to
walk around and drool over some of
the most exotic machines ever made,
but entry was free of charge. As an
absolute car nut | have to say | could
not recommend it more.

Best of all, despite spending almost
all day there, I'm still on speaking
terms with the fiancé!

William Cameron

Self improvement

| love cars, | love driving, My 2016 Audi
RS3is a hoot - way too much power
and grip to really enjoy safely on the
roads, but whatever. That's not what
this is about.

| ride a motorbike into the West
End of London most days, and it's
really here where |'ve witnessed
how abysmal driving standards have
become. Phone use, poor indication,
poor road sense, inappropriate
speed (too high and low), poor road
positioning and a general lack of
awareness make London's roads
clogged with traffic and a tharoughly
unpleasant place to drive,

I'm not evangelising here. | also
have bad habits at the wheel, but I'm
courteous, use speed apprapriately,
always allow safe braking distances,
keep up with the flow of traffic, and
position my vehicle well to gain the
best view of the road. After passing
my test in the early "90s, | sat and
passad the |1AM and RoSPA tests, too.
The very fundamentals that these

courses teach aren't rocket science,

but when applied to everyday driving
could make things so much better in
our cities.

There will always be those who
can't be bothered and/or don't care,
but if as many people as possible
made the small investment into a
skill that is most likely used every day
and for over 50 years of our lives. The
payback is huge and you might even
start enjoying driving again. Especially
when you are somewhere where you
can make progress.

Daniel Lindsay

Chimaera correction

Mot sure if it has already been raised
by people with bushy beards and
adenoidal voices, but please be aware
that your TVR article (eve Market,
233) spells Chimaera wrong from
beginning to end. Whilst Chimera is
correct inmythology, TVR elected to
spellit with the additional ‘a’

Al Dawson

Losing it

| think evo should give Dan Prosser
apay increase, Reading issue 233,

it seemed that almost every other
article was written by him. He must be
overworked and not thinking straight
any mare, Proof of this perhaps comes
in his fifth article, halfway through the
magazine, entitled ‘Beyond Hybrids’,
inwhich Prosser suggests going full
EV for high performance cars rather
than having ‘naoisy, aily, smoky and
smelly” hybrids. | know he also says no
electrification at all would be better,
but surely Pls and 918s with their
internal combustion engines - for
their sound alone - far outstrip the
electric-only alternatives.

Pieter van der Westhuizen

Transfoi'm
your garage

into a beautifully organised space

Dura’s award-winnning
range of modular cabinets
and wall storage ideas
provide a flexible solution
to transform an ordinary
garage into a tailored
room to be proud of!

* MODULAR CABINETS
* WALL STORAGE

* FLOOR TILES

* DESIGN & INSTALL

Create the garage
you've always wanted!

UL PR A
Fitted Garages

Call now
for a FREE
Design Survey
and see how
your garage
could look!

For a FREE brochure

call 0845 371 0055

or visit our website
www.duragarages.com

Alternatively, return this slip in an
envelope (no stamp required) to:
Freepost RSLX-YXCA-GUTJ

&>

Narre

/'. Duwra Ltd, St James Road, Brackley, NN13 7XY



SHARKWERKS CAYMAN GT4 // SEAT LEON
CUPRA 300 // ALFAROMEO STELVIO //
ALFA ROMEO GIULIA 2.0 TURBO SUPER //
MERCEDES-BENZ E400 4MATIC COUPE

Bentley
Continental
Supersports

The current Continental bows out
with 700bhp, enough torque to move
mountains, and the the most agile
chassis yet fitted with a W12




FOR THE FIRST
century and a bit of the
motorcar’s existence,

it was an inalienable fact that
the rate at which any given car

could accelerate was determined,

in part, by such things as load,
surface conditions and incline, as
well as more mechanical factors
such as engine speed and which
gear happened to be selected
at the time,

As of 2017, though, concurrent
with the launch of the 700bhp

Bentley Continental Supersports,

that ceases tobe true. It is now
possible, I'm convinced, for a car
toaccelerate at the same rate

completely irrespective of how
heavily it is loaded with golf clubs
and trophy wives, how slippery

or steep the road is, how fast the
engine is turning over and whether
it's in second gear or sixth, just
aslong asitis fitted with this

very engine,

The Supersportsis so
catastrophically powerful - not to
mention torquey, givenits 750lb
ft peak - that it accelerates with
unrelenting viclence regardless of
everything else. | think you could
marginally slow its rate of progress
if you anchored its rear towing eye
to a cathedral, but you'd need a
very sensitive inbuilt gyroscope

—

to notice the difference.

The first Continental GT was
launched in 2003 and since then
close to 60,000 of the things have
been sold globally. If you parked
each one of them nose-to-tail the
chain would go on for 180 miles.
It's been a tremendous success
story for Bentley, and Crewe
wants to celebrate that successin
suitable fashion before the all-new
Continental GT arrives sometime
next year. Allowing the old-timer
to bow out with the dual titles of
fastest and most powerful Bentley
ever seems to be appropriate.

This Supersports will be limited
tojust T10 units across coupe

=

and convertible body styles - the
621bhp 2009 version was churned
out willy-nilly in comparison, with
1800 built - and at £212,500 the
fixed-roof version, tested here,
carries a £43,600 premium over the
deposed range-topping Continental
model, the 633bhp, Wi2-engined
GT Speed.

The twin-turbocharged
12-cylinder engine has been
reworked for the Supersports with
new intake and exhaust systems
and bigger turbochargers, plus
strengthened main and conrod
bearings. That gargantuan 7501b ft
torgue figure is available between
2050 and 4500rpm, which is where

T
—
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the car's massive overtaking punch
comes from. With the four-wheel-
drive system, which gives it limitless
traction, and the eight-speed
automatic gearbox carried over from
the Speed, the Supersports clocks
B0mphin 3.4 seconds, despiteits
2205k g kerb weight. Staggeringly,
this versionis a full 1.7 seconds
quicker to 100mph than the previous
supersports, setting a time of

7.2 seconds.

The nominal torque split between
the front and rear axles is 40:60,
although around 85 per cent of
that torque can be sent either
way inextreme conditions. The
Supersports also becomes the
first W12 Continental to use torque
vectoring. It borrows the by braking’
system that was developed for the
2014 Continental GT3-R, and Bentley

Specification
Engine Power Torgque
W12, 5988cc, twin-turbo 700bhp @ 6000rpM 750l ft @ 2050-4500mpm |

says it makes the car much mare
lithe and agile.

Withchassis settings carried over
from the Speed, the Supersports
sits 10mm lower than a standard
W12 Continental GT and its
springs and anti-roll bars are
stiffer. Carbon-ceramic brakes are
standard fit, saving 22kg, which
contributes to a 40kg welght loss
over the Speed.

Befitting its head-of-the-family
status, the Supersports is arguably
the most distinctive-looking
Bentley Continental yet. It certainly
isn't subtle andin brighter shades
it could be accused of being
just a touch attention-grabby,
but in calmer hues it does look
suitably menacing. The rear wing,
incidentally, can be deleted. Those
buyers who want to turn even

more heads will be interested in
the Specification X package, which
includes arange of eye-popping
twa-tone paint schemes and
garish tri-tone interior trim options.
Let’s just say Bentley knows its
customers well.

Unlike the previous Supersparts,
this version remains a four-seater,
Bentley having responded to
feedback from owners, The cabinis
a slightly curious mix of rock-solid
build quality and slightly flimsy
minor switchgear, but overall the
Supersports’ cockpit is one of
its strengths.

With springs that are 25 per cent
firmer and anti-roll bars 50 per cent
stiffer than a regular W12's, the
Supersports is demonstrably not the
best-riding car in the line-up, but it's
still supple enough onits air springs

0-62mph
3.5sec (claimed)

Top speed
209mph (claimed)

Massive performance, surprisingly agile dynamics B Styling and soundtrack far from discreet; still very heavy
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to give it that relaxed, cosseting gait
over really long distances. There
are, however, other, newer cars in
the sector that do a better job of
reducing wind and road noise toa
hush, notably the Mercedes-AMG
565 Coupe.

Those moare focused chassis
settings do give the Supersports
an unusually taut sort of body
control given the car's mass, and
this forms the basis of its freakishly
nimble handling. Rather than being
alazy, wallowy old bus, it's actually
arather agile and entertaining
thing to peddle along a twisty road.
Continental GTs have always had a
surprisingly neutral chassis balance
= they don't merely plough oninto
acres of understeer and, in fact,
they actually feel quite agile and
responsive — and the sameis true

Basic price
£212,500

Weight
2205kg (323bhp/ton)

evorating e



‘I wouldn’t have
much reason

to doubt your
integrity if you
told me the
Supersports
was 20 per cent
lighter than it
really is’

Above: optional tri-
toneinterior trim won't
be for everyone, and
the switchgear shows
the Continental’s age,
bt it's still a regal place
fromwhich to drive

Bentley Continental Supersports

here. It means you canget the car
turned into a corner very sharply. The
steering is also light and very direct,
which further helps to disguise the
impression of weight,

Clearly the Supersports is never
going to handle like a 1400kg sports
car, but lwouldr't have much reason
to doubt your integrity if you told
me it was 20 per cent lighter than
it really is. Much of that must be
attributed to the torque-vectoring
system. Now, it isn't one of the
better systems that uses clever
differentials to actively divert tarque
towhereit's needed most, but by
tweaking a brake here and there
on the way into or out of a corner it
does reduce the sense of inertia. In
fact, the Supersports is genuinely
good fun todrive.

The engine, of course,isa
powerhouse. It feels sharp and
responsive in the lower reaches
and it revs out all the way to the red
line quite keenly, but you're better
off short-shifting to get backinto
the meat of the torque band and
feeling that vast, tidal acceleration

all over again. The eight-speed
gearbox works well enoughand
feels pretty snappy in manual mode,
but quite why it ever needs to shift
down a gear when you flatten the
accelerator, given the massive
torque on offer, is anybody's guess.

When a car looks as fearsome and
goes as fearsomaely as this one, it
needs the soundtrack to match. The
Supersports gets a titanium exhaust
system that isn't particularly tuneful
under acceleration, but when you
lift off the throttle or shift downa
gear it emits the most comically
overwrought pops and bangs. It
actually sounds as though the entire
exhaust system has fallen off and is
being dragged along behind you.

In some ways that over-the-
top soundtrack describes the
Continental Supersports rather well,
Itisn't at all subtle and some will
find it crass, but despite your better
judgement you just can't help but
like it. The Supersports is the best
12-cylinder Continental GT ever,
whichis some kind of farewell. B
Dan Prosser (@TheDanProsser)
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e
WEE }'*T:‘* | The GT4's drivetrain could use just a
L the hicLaren 675LT little more... snap.
BFerrari 488 GTB. b California-based SharkWerks has
..:‘""?-"n e Porsche been modifying 911s for more thana
4lacked bite. The setting  decade. Inrecent years the company
it hotel bar in the far " has become recognised for its big-
: \and as the eight power GT3 engine conversions (see
votesafterasolid 203), but here it has turned its
: a on to the Cayman.
‘Thisis our interpretation of what

) -!. e mid-engined

: aCayman GT4 RS might be like,
o :,_-" ; illed off something of says founder Alex Ross. 'Look at the
.t had even taken differences betweena 911 GT3and a
llustrious GT3 RS - lighter flywheel, more aero
: X and more power. That's exactly what
core Cayman won evo we've done to the GT4.
Year in 2015 for good SharkWerks set out to rectify

chone ofusemergedfrom | the car's twomain weaknesses:
1more than one occasion the 380bhp 91 Carrera S Powerkit
our head in disbelief, engine, which lacks the intensity of
utte ing incoherently about body a Porsche Motorsport unit, and the
control or steering precision. Its gearing, which is simply too long. The
chassis was shot through with such engine upgrades are limited to intake
quality that not even the latest from and exhaust systems for now, which

McLaren or Ferrari, cars costing liberate an additional 45bhp, but
‘three of four times as much, could the company's engineers are busy
get the better of it. But once we developing a £.3-litre conversion
had all stopped spewing praise and with acustom billet crank, liners and
affection upon the thing, we did all bespoke pistons.

have one small criticism to make. Adjusting the gear ratios wasn't
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simply a case of reducing the final
drive, or swapping out each of the
cogs. In fact, it all proved to be fairly
complicated. First and second are
untouched, while third, fourth and
fifth are now much shorter. Sixth
can either be reduced or left alone.
The first two ratios are on the main
shaft and changing that would
be fiendishly expensive, but Ross
actually prefers those ratios being
reasonably long because you can
still comfortably use bothin tight
carners, particularly with the car's
auto-blip function.

In the standard GT4 you tend
to use second and third gears on
a typical flowing back road, and
with third stretching to around
100mph there's hardly any need to
engage fourth. Now, says Ross, you
generally use third and fourth, which
means shifting forward and backin
one plane rather than the slightly
awkward third-to-second or second-
to-third shift across two planes.

038 www.evo.co.uk

The Angeles Crest Highway
wends through the picturesgue San
Gabriel Mountains to the north of
Los Angeles, twisting and turning
through sweetly cambered bends
for 60 miles or so before dropping
into the valley on the far side. It's
amagnificent stretch of road, and
being within such easy reach of
Downtown LA it draws countless
car enthusiasts out of a city that
has lang been in love with driving.
You see all sorts of performance
machinery up here, plus countless
everyday beaters and SUVs being
driven on their door handles. We
follow one expertly pedalled Hyundai
saloon for mile after mile in the GT4,
feeling no need whatsoever to find
away past.

Even the Highway Patrol seem to
bein on it. Having heard us tearing
along the road from several miles
away before stopping to take some
photos, one young police officer
simply pulls up alongside us in his

heaving Crown Vic, asks us to be sure
to stick to our own side of the road,
then tells us to go enjoy ourselves.

With the blessing of the locals,
the weather and the law, the Angeles
Crest Highway is the perfect place
to put SharkWerks' upgrades to
the test. Parked in one of the many
lay-bys along the road's length,
every one of them decorated with
swirls of black tyre marks, this GT4
looks spectacular. The styling of
the standard car is one of its many
strengths, but with a higher rear
wing, a small Gurney flap and those
demonic, horn-like dive planes, it
looks tougher than ever.

The new exhaust system,
developed in collaboration with
German tuning outfit Cargraphic,
makes the car sound more
purposeful than ever, too. In fact, the
new exhaust finally gives the GT4
asoundtrack that befits a Porsche
Motorsport product, with much
more of the serrated, hard-edged

howl of a GT3 or RS. The engine
itself isn't any more thrilling than
the standard car's, though, slightly
sharper responses aside, and it still
revs to just shy of B000rpm rather
than surging on towards 9000rpm.
In the grand scheme of things, this
3.8-litre flat-six is a wonderful engine,
but it's roundly shown up by the
more exotic units in hardcore 911s.
We impatiently await SharkWerks'
&.3-litre upgrade...

The revised gearing, meanwhile,
does make a huge difference. The
gearshiftitselfis one of the very best
in the business, particularly with the
switchable auto-blip function, and
with second and third gears now so
tightly stacked, there's something
brilliantly motorsport about that
upshift, engine note barely changing
as you slot third, It's a little snapshot
of arally car's close-ratio gearbox,
and it never fails to raise a smile. In
the hills above LA, third and fourth
gears are perfectly spaced, so you



press along, snapping forward and
back between the two ratios, the
more muscular engine burly enough
to pull third gear away from the
road’s tightest bends. The biggest
difference between the standard car
and this version is that you simply
change gear more often. Foracar
that was sold on the interaction of
its (delicious) manual transmission,
that has to go down as a useful
improvement,

SharkWerks hasn't touched the
GT4's chassis - Ross says thisis the
first time he hasn't felt the need
to upgrade a single suspension
component on a Porsche - but
there is an uprated differential that's
moare durable than the stock item.

‘The new
exhaust finally
gives the GT4
a soundtrack
that befits

a Porsche
Motorsport
product’

Right: new uprights
lift the rear wing

(the end plates of
which have enough
space toexpressa
preference for pedals,
not paddles). Left:
diveplanes add some
attitude up front.
Belowright:rear
ducktail has gained
aGurney flap

The transmission modifications,
including gearing, LSD, flywheel and
clutch kit, cost $15,000 (c£12,250).
The engine upgrades run to $6000
(cE4900), while the aero changes
cost $2500 (cE2050).

These are not modest sums of
money, but if there's any subset of
car enthusiasts who'll find value in
those upgrades it'll be the Porsche
Motorsport crowd. For a GT4 owner
who wants their car to have mare of
the bite of the GT3 RS they almost
certainly have parked alongside
it in their garage, the SharkWerks
upgrades are very well executed.
Fitting that it should take a shark to
give the Caymanits teeth. 8@

Dan Prosser (@TheDanProsser)

SharkWerks Cayman GT4

Specification
Engine Power Torque 0-62mph Top speed Weight Price
Flat-six, 3800cc 4250hp @ T400rpm 330 ft @ 4750rpm 38sec (estimated) 180mph (claimead) 1363kg (37bhp/ton) See text

Improved soundtrack and shorter gearing I Expensive; engine stilllacks intensity evorating % % %k
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PAINT PROTECTION FILM SPECIALISTS

Self healing pcihf'pro’rec’rion films ensure
your car remains like brand new

Porsche Cayman GT4
Particlly wrapped with a printed design,
finished with a matte laminate.

Vehicle Wrapping Self Healing Paint Protection Film Vehicle Wrapping Self Healing Paint Protection Film
Chrome films all colours avallable All models catered for Titanivm chrome/black detailing Full or partial coverage

020 8313 1146 info@fxuk.net



SEAT Leon
Cupra 300

It's priced halfway between
Golfs GTland R, but does
this latest SEAT Cupra have
the ability of either?

THE CURREMT SEAT LEON

Cupra began with either
261bhp or 276bhp, in

models called 'Cupra’ and "Cupra 280"
respectively, Then it moved to just
one car at 286bhp = the Cupra 290.
Mow, well, go on, have a guess. As
the name implies, it has 300 PS, or
296bhp. All of this just as the Golf R
slips tantalisingly ahead again, rising
to 306bhp inthe soon-to-be-released
MK7.5 version, How very convenient,
politically speaking.

Mo matter: these Cupras have
always been rabid in a straight line,
and with the TSI maotor's torque rising
by 221b ft to 280Ib ft between 1800
and 5500rpm, that should be even
more so the case now. The quickest
hatchback Cupra 300 (three doors,
D5G transmission) gets to 62mphin
just 5.65ec — a tenth quicker than the
equivalent 290,

More intriguingly, and in spite
of SEAT's reluctance to relay the
information, the Cupra has also had
detall changes to the chassis settings,
gets faster shifts time for the DSG
gearbax, and has a more theatrical
soundtrack both inside and out.

All of this is based on the recently
facelifted Leon, and there are some
changes to the range structure as

Specification

Engine
In-lime &-cyl, 1984cc, turbo

B3 Seriously quick; impressive grip; strang equipment levels BB Should be even more engaging to drive

Power
206bhp @ S900rpm

“The Cupra 300
remains a more
coolly efficient
character than

the flamboyant
old Mégane RS’

well. The Cupra is still available in
three-door (SC), five-door and estate
(5T) guises, the last of those offered
only with four-wheel drive and DSG.
It's a true rival to the Golf R Estate,
and the only version to get 4WD.

As before, a Performance Pack is
available, with either black or orange
detailing. It brings side-skirts, bigger
Brembo brakes, and lightweight 19-

Torgque

2801k ft @ 1800-5500rpm

inch alloys. Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2
tyres are a further option.

What changes there are to the
Cupra's chassis are minor and would
take a back-to-back drive with the
older car to pinpoint. Essentially, it's
business as usual here, The Cupra
— particularly in lighter, SC puise
- dernolishes a challenging road,
generating very high levels of grip
and finding impressive traction via its
electronically controlled limited-slip
differential. As before, all sorts of
parameters can be adjusted - either
via preset modes or an Individual
setting — including the engine
characteristics, damping. steering
weight and even the response of the
diff. Set the suspension to its most
comfortable and the car rides with a
sophisticated control that suggests it
wolld be very easy to live with.

Certainly, the Cupra 300 could
never be called dull, but it remains
amore coolly efficient character
than the flamboyant old Mégane RS,
especially in 4WD 5T form. Indeed,
the new wagon is a ludicrously
rapid way to move lots of luggage;
0-62mph takes just £9sec. It has
naturally weighty steering, but the
added length and altered weight
distribution mean it doesn't quite

0-62mph
S.7sec (claimed)

Top speed
155mgh (limited)

have the same sense of agility asits
hatchback relations.

Here's a thought, though. Just
imagine if SEAT had left the engine
alone and concentrated instead on
refining the driving experience rather
than massaging mere numbers. As it
stands, the manual gearchange has
a notchy resistance partway through
its throw (on our test car, at least). a
sensation exaggerated by the delayed
return of the clutch pedal through
its arc (a characteristic shared with
some rival VW Group cars) and a
disappointingly light and mushy
brake pedal, even with the optional
Brembos. It all makes heel-and-toe
downchanges virtually impossible.

That, sadly, means the Cupras are
best sampled in DSG form, and highly
efficient they are too, but the up- and
downshift of the DSG gearlever is
arranged counter-intuitively, and the
automatic upshift in manual mode is
plain annoying. It's this lack of subtle
refining - that attention to the details
that really matter to people who enjoy
driving - that separates a very gnod
fast car from a truly special one.

That said, this Leon Cupra 300 is
still a 155mph car starting at under
£30k. Game on, new Civic Type R.
Adam Towler (@AdamTower)

Weight Basic price
1300kg (231bhpeton) | £29840

evorating Yk k¥t
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Alfa Romeo
Giulia 2.0
Turbo
Super

The Quadrifoglio version
wowed us at eCoty 2016;
now the entry-level Giulias
have arrived in the UK

WEWE ALREADY RAVED
m about the 503bhp

Quadrifoglio. The question
here is, do similar levels of ability and
character flow through the gene-
pool to models at the opposite end
of the Giulia range?

This is a market dominated by
diesel (for now, at least), and Alfa
has a pair of diesel-engined Giulias
primed far battle. But, for private
buyers and those less concerned
with COZ2 numbers, there's the
2-litre petrol Giulia, availablein
either standard 'Giulia’ or higher-
spec ‘Super trim. Both put a
turbocharged 197bhp through the
rear wheels only.

The new all-alloy engine features
MultiAir technology - hydraulically
actuated variable valve timing -
along with direct fuel injection and
atwin-scroll turbocharger. Peak
torque of 243Ib ft is available from
just 1750rpm and is deployed through
an eight-speed torque-converter
transmission, Alfa UK having opted
for an all-auto range,

On paper, certainly, the Giulia
has plenty going for it: 50:50 weight
distribution; rear-wheel drive; an
emphasis on structural rigidity and
weight-saving, with aluminium for

Specification

Engine
In-line 4-cyl, 1995¢cc, turbo

Power
197bhg @ 5000rpm

—

=

‘It’s the sort
of car that

encourages
a brisk,
enthusiastic
driving style’

the doors, wings and much of the
chassis. The carbonfibre propshaft, a
standout feature of the Quadrifoglio,
is here too, and the result is a kerb
weight of 1429kg: impressive, given

a 2-litre Jaguar XE comes in at

over 100kg more. There are double
wishbones at the front and a multi-
link rear. In terms of raw ingredients,
thisis as good asit gets.

Torque
24310 ft @ 1750rpm

E3 Keen engine, enjoyable handling B Firm low-speed ride, options packs soon add up
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On theroad, too, the Giulia gets a
great many things right. For starters,
the driving positionis excellent, the
steering wheel rather lovely, and
there are no awkward ergonomics.
While the cabin detail lacks the wow-
factor of the German opposition, it all
works perfectly well and is especially
pleasing with some of the optional
wood and leather trims.

On the move, the car is nicely
refined and instantly likeable.

The £1950 Performance Pack

brings variable dampers, paddles
behind the steering wheel for
manual shifting, and a limited-slip
differential. The damper modes are
selected via the now-familiar Alfa
DA switch, which also affects other
attributes such as the throttle and
steering. In its regular setting the
suspension gives a ride that's firm
but very well controlled, and there's a
sense that the taut shell is allowing it
to get onwith the job at hand.

With the optional 18-inch alloy
wheels there's an unyielding quality
to the Alfa's low-speed ride around
town that a more generous tyre
sidewall may mitigate, but it's not
something that anyone interested in
a sports saloon would baulk at, and
it's more comfortable than a Jag XE.

0-62mph
f.6sec (claimed)

| Topspeed
146mph {claimed)

What really gives the Giulia its own
personality is its quick steering, It
takes a period of acclimatisation, but
it has a natural weight and feel and
it's not so extreme as to make the
car feel nervous. You soon learn to
make small, precise inputs, entirely
inkeeping with the inherent poise
and fine balance of the chassis.

It's the sort of car that encourages
a brisk, enthusiastic driving style
almost everywhere,

The engine is a good partner for
the chassis, pulling strongly from low
down but maintaining a real zest at
higher revs. The performance claims
are 0-62mphin 6.6sec and a top
speed of 146mph, and the Giulia feels
every bit that quick, the auto 'box
responding well to manual control
and firing smartly through the ratios.

If anything, Alfa could - should
= be a little more confident; allow
the ESP to be slackened off and
reconsider a manual gearbox. The
Giulia is that sort of car.

But | know what you're thinking.
Was there nothing weirdly old-Alfa-
centric about it? Well, the brake
pedal was curiously oversized and
easy tounwittingly snag. There,
That's about it. Well done, Alfa. B
Adam Towler (@AdamTowler)

Weight
1420kg (140bhp/ton)

Basic price
£31180
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Alfa
Romeo
Stelvio

Alfa’s first SUV is a good-
looking and entertaining
new entry to a hotly
contested sector

IT'S THE THOUGHT THAT
n counts. Launch a car named
Stelvio, allow the press to
drive it on the Stelvio pass, and watch
the columninches pile up.

If you're Alfa Romeo though, it's
not quite that simple, particularly
when the Stelvio tourist board's
own website confirms that the pass
is closed from November to May.
Happily, other alpine routes are kept
open, ensuring throngs of people in
brightly coloured Gore-Tex can pile
into the region each winter in their
55, X35 and GLCs. Solaunching a
striking new SUV here is a shrewd
mave. The attention seems positive,
too. Without the Quadrifoglio's
bodykit, the Stelvio's shape and
compact proportions are actually
guite easy on the eye.

Alfa claims best-in-class interior
space, and both ergonomics and
quality are a step up for the brand,
as they are with the Giulia. There’s
ample adjustment for seats and
wheel, and the pedals are well spaced.
The transmission-selection lever does
look rather like a Chinese copy of
the one you'd find in a BMW, but the
steering wheel, with its Ferrari-style
column-mounted aluminium paddles,
lends the cabin a special feel.

Engines at launch include a
207bhp 2.2-litre four-cylinder diesal
and a 276bhp 2-litre twin-scroll

turbocharged petrol, while a ZF
eight-speed auto is the only gearbox.
The diesel will inevitably be the
big-seller and does suit the SUV
element of the Stelvio's character,
offering brisk acceleration (0-62mph
in 6.6 seconds) and official combined
economy of 58.9mpg.

The petral, however, is the more
entertaining. It’s also the choice of the
head of Alfa Romeo in Europe, Fabrizio
Curci, who tells us that his personal
Stelvio is the petrol ‘andit's the one
| have recommended my family and
friends buy, too. The Stehdo feels more
urgent - more Alfa-like — with petrol
power, and, while neither engineis
particularly refined, the petrol at least
compensates with a rorty engine note.

The Stelvio is at its most
entertaining in manual mode and

Specification
Engine Power Torgque
In-line 4-cyl, 1995¢c, turba 276bhp @ 5250rpm 26951b ft @ 1750rpm

with Alfa's DNA switch clicked around
to Dynamic. Those Ferrari-style
paddles are a joy to interact with and,
while there’s an unnecessary thump
with each up- and downchange in
Dynamic, shifts are quick = as fast as
20 milliseconds. Braking is less joyful,
with a spongy feel to the pedal. The
stopping power is there but, despite
Alfa’s fine efforts to reduce weight
(at 1660kg, the petrol is 185kg lighter
than a 2-litre Macan), the stoppers
feel the strain on alpine descents.
Dynamic mode also gets the best
from the steering. The weighting
remains light, but assistance is
reduced to the benefit of that all-
important off-centre response and
the Stelvio's nose responds keenly
toinputs. It's an easy car to place

into and through a given bend, and
| 0-62mph Top speed
| S7sec (claimed) 143mph (claimed)

E2 Aglle feel, quick steering, attractive cabin IR Engines not truly inspiring we'd rather see a new Alfa hot hatch

‘It has fleetness
and a lack of
inertia that
some German
rivals can’t
quite match’

with Q4 all-wheel drive and a locking
rear diff, there's strong traction and
minimal understeer on the exit, while
the low weight and light steering
give a feeling of fleetness and lack
of inertia that some German rivals
can't quite match. Unfortunately,
winter tyres make it difficult to tell
how much outright grip there is and
harder to appreciate what feels like a
well-balanced chassis.

Ultimately, the Stelvio isn't quite
the equal of the Macan to drive,
but arguably it doesn't need to be,
with an entry point around £12,000
below the Porsche. It's an engaging
drive and a welcome new face in
the segment. It may even displace
some of those 55, X35 and GLCs in
Europe's top skiresorts. B

Antony Ingram (@evoAntomny)

Weight Basic price
1660kg (16%hp/ton) | cE£35.000
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Mercedes-
Benz F400
4Matic
Coupe

The new E-class Coupe is

a class act, and the 328bhp
3-litre twin-turbo V6 is the
best version - so far

LOOKS GOOD, DOESN'TIT?

Mercedes went to great

lengths trying to explain why
its latest E-class is particularly easy
on the eye (in brief; soft shoulder-
lines, good proportions, a pillarless.
greenhouse) but, as with any art
form, car design either works or it
doesn't. The E-class Coupe just might
have the most attractive combination
of curves in the current Mercedes
range, AMG GT included,

Those curves stretch 123mm
longer and 74mm wider than they
did on the old E-class Coupe, with
113mm of extra bodywork (and glass)
between the axles. The track is wider,
too (and wider than that of the
saloon and estate), and yet, in basic
diesel form, the Coupe hasn't gained
a single kilo on its predecessor.

The cabin sees the greatest
benefits from this expansion, though
the excellent innards of the current-
generation E-class mean it's already
off to a better start than most. The
E has one of the finer interiors of
any modermn vehicle, regardless of
price, feeling beautifully crafted and
thought fully designed throughout.

A pair of 12.3-inch high-resolution
displays convey the car’s vitals, while
the driving position features more

Specification

Engine
VG, 20%6cc, twin-turbo

Power
328bhp @ 5200-6000rpm

adjustment than you'll ever need. All
of this is enhanced by the Coupe's
party piece, its pillarless side-glass,
which not only looks fantasticin
profile but affords the cabin the
luxury of natural light and, if you drop
the side windows, a taste of the
convertible experience. One of those,
incidentally, is on the way soon.
Mercedes expects the E220d
Coupe to be the big seller, but you
knew that already. What you need to
know is that the four-cylinder E300
petrol that you might have considered
as an entry-level alternative is a
tharoughly unpleasant device. It's
both noisier and less refined than
the four-pot diesel and delivers
nothing like the performance implied
by its relatively healthy 6.4-second
0-62mph time. In short, it feels more
like a diesel than the diesel does,
but lacks the promise of 61.4mpg
EConomy as compensation.

Torque

E2 Good looks, dlassy cabin, relaxed performance B Not much here in the way of real thrills

3541b ft @ 1600-4000rpm

Much better suited to the E-class
Coupe and a better taste of the
inevitable AMG E43 (Mercedes won't
yet commit to an E63 Coupe) is the
E400, which uses a 3-litre twin-
turbocharged V6 petrol engine and
a 9G-Tronic nine-speed automatic
transmission. The official figures are
328bhp, 3541b ft and 0-62mph in 5.3
seconds, but subjectively it's twice
the engine of the E300's, from the
smoothness with which it whirrs
into life, to the strong, consistent
urge and strident note it offers all
the way through the rev range. It is,
unsurprisingly, much like the popular
43 engine already used in the E-class
sakoon and estate, but with a touch
less snarl and less of an inclination to
butt into its governor at the top end
of the rev-counter.

Air Body Control suspension with
adaptive damping is standard on
the E400 4Matic and it's an effective
setup. The ride quality is pillowy on
the motorway and falters only over
sharper bumps, a trait common in
air suspension systems. Flick the tiny
knurled switch to Sport or Sport+
and the E400 feels instantly firmer,
but still far from uncomfortable.
While the steering firms upin Sport,
the improved body control means

0-62mph

5.3sec (claimed)

Top speed
155mgh (limited)

‘The four-
cylinder petrol
version is a
thoroughly
unpleasant
device’

smaller inputs are required to round
any given corner.

What's lacking is any real
interaction with the front wheels,
and, at 1770kg and with a relatively
long wheelbase, the E400 never feels
truly agile. The 4Matic all-wheel drive
gives it so much traction that on dry
roadsit's resolutely tied-down, with
only progressive understeer when you
eventually breach the tyres” abilities.

If you seek an E-class Coupe with
the ability to entertain, better to
wait for the E43. But so refined, so
smooth and so unstressful is the
E400 to drive, it should hit the spot if
a stunning cabin, easy performance
and classical good looks are all you
require from a luxury coupe.
Antony Ingram (@evoAntony)

Weight
1770kg (1880hpton)

evorating k¥t

Basic price
£50.775
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RICHARD MEADEN

Niirburgring lap records have become mighty but meaningless, says
Meaden, who reckons there’s a way to bring back the awe of the olden days

EVENTEEN YEARS AGO THIS MAGAZINE

dedicated its cover to a gathering of cars capable of

lapping the Niirburgring Nordschleife in under eight

minutes. Front and centre of the ‘Ring Masters’ cover
(evo 021) was the then-brand-new Audi RS4 Avant - the most
mainstream car to crack the magic eight-minute barrier. Arranged
around it were the Caterham R500, Jaguar XJ220, Porsche 996
GT3 and Nissan R33 Skyline GT-R: four cars that had also built
formidable reputations by circulating the world's toughest 13-0dd-
mile loop of tarmac in a high seven-minutes-and-something.

Fast-forward to 2017 and a Lamborghini Huracdn has just
lapped in a high six-minutes-and-something. That’s an astonishing
lap time. An achievement beyond anything you can glean from the
soulless in-car footage. So why don't I care?

Too much of a good thing, I reckon. Where
once these Ring records meant something,
now I feel completely inured to their impact.
With more and more cars claiming quicker
and quicker times, the significance of the
cars, the laps and even the North Loop itself
seem to be eroding before my eyes.

Part of it is because the cars themselves
have evolved at such a rate that the challenge
has changed beyond recognition. Where it
was once about getting the best from a fast
road car that’s in way over its head, it has now
become a case of finding a driver willing and capable to summon
enough commitment to find the car’s limits.

It's often said the Mordschleife is like the ultimate B-road, and
in many respects that’s true. It certainly has more in common with
a fantastic country road than a racetrack. That’s what makes it
unique, and why it has become a test and development mecca for
all the major manufacturers, Thinking back to 2000, even the best
fast road cars could be tied in knots, or at least a tangle or two, by
our toughest road routes, Seventeen years later we're still using the
same road routes, but the best high-performance cars are pretty
much impervious to the challenges they present.

There was a time when I'd pick my moment and relish the
prospect of driving test cars hard on these roads. The challenge
was to be sensitive to their limitations and wary of their edgier
traits. Self-control was a factor, but the limit was something you
sought with care and paid respect to. These days a 991 GT3 RS,

‘Almost 35 years
since 1t was set,
there’s only one
Ring record
worth getting
excited about’

Ferrari 488 or even a Golf R is capable of such blistering cross-
country speed that you would rightly be relieved of your licence
and liberty should you be reckless enough to uncork any of them.
And you'd still be some way below the limit of their capabilities.

Watching the Huracdn lap, or indeed the Porsche 918 Spyder
lap it trumped, is a window on the zone where those limits now
reside. Way up in the thin air, where only those charged with the
job of wringing out a lap time are prepared or able to go. It's a bit
like watching YouTube videos of those mad Russians who climb
terrifyingly tall buildings, then dangle themselves off the ledge
at the top. It makes for compelling but decidedly uncomfortable
viewing. I certainly wouldn't want to try it.

If you love fast cars and what it takes to drive them to the limit
of their capabilities, anything that happens
between Hatzenbach and T13 should matter.
Sadly, as these ‘record’ laps become more
and more commonplace it seems the noble,
gnarly old Nordschleife is being normalised:
plundered for disposable marketing material
that then sends vociferous internet ‘experts’
into a frenzy of conspiracy theories,

I'll always have tremendous respect for
anyone prepared to put their balls on the
block and go for a time, but I've reached a
point where, apart from a bit of tea-break
titillation, the laps don't mean anything. How
can they when they are timed on different days and the cars are
prepared to a standard ungoverned by any kind of official body?
If there’s no consistency there’s no context. That’s why almost 35
years since it was set, there’s only one Ring record worth getting
excited about: Stefan Bellof’s incendiary 6:11.13 at the wheel of a
Porsche 956 in qualifying for the 1983 Narburgring 1000km. On
the same day, in the same type of car as his factory teammates,
Bellof went five seconds faster than the next quickest man.

Inevitably there has long been talk of Bellof’s record being ripe
for breaking. Thus far talk has proven cheap. So here’s an idea: if
the manufacturers enjoy the marketing mileage from setting so-
called Ring records, why don't they get together every year, allow
an impartial scrutineer to check the validity of all the cars, strap in
the maddest test drivers available, give them a slap and let them go
at it in the ultimate Time Attack? From hot hatches to hypercars,
the score would be settled. Now that would get my attention.

Richard is a contributing editor to evo and one of the magazine's founding team
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“LIFE SHOULD NOT BE A JOURNEY TO THE GRAVE WITH THE
INTENTION OF ARRIVING SAFELY IN APRETTY AND WELL
PRESERVED BODY, BUT RATHER TO SKID IN BROADSIDE IN A
CLOUD OF SMOKE, THOROUGHLY USED UP, TOTALLY WORN
OUT, AND LOUDLY PROCLAIMING...
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RICHARD PURTER

Manufacturers used to exhibit extraordinary creativity in disguising their
pre-production prototypes. Porter laments the loss of these pantomime cars

AST WEEK 1 FELL DOWN ONE OF THOSE
internet rabbit holes. You know the sort. One minute
you're checking the weather, the next it's gone dark
outside and you know 17 new things about turtles. Or,
in my case, past midnight/staring at a picture of a Rover 800. But
this wasn't a normal 800 because it looked more like an attempt to
create a Delta 54 replica by starting with an Audi 100 Avant.

A bit more pinging around the dark and musty corners of the
internet revealed it to be a prototype from back when the car
wore the mysterious codename ‘XX, and the boxy panelwork was
a cunning ruse to disguise the lines of the secret car underneath.
Rover was never accused of being thorough
with aspects of the BOO like, say, door fits
and electrical connectors, but it did a ruddy
comprehensive job on the camouflage kit,
adding a false bonnet, a misleading quad-
lamp nose, a huge glassfibre rear hunch and
fake door skins so that the speculative sketch
artist at your favourite '80s car mag had
nothing to work with.

It was an amazingly complete piece of
concealment and seeing it made me strangely
nostalgic, because this sort of thing doesn't
happen any more. Look at spy shots today and,
without fail, they’ll depict some future model
lazily swathed in nothing more than swirly
techno-zebra body wrap. It's effective, I'm
sure, but it's not intriguing or interesting. It
certainly doesn't capture the imagination and
cause you to scrutinise the pap shots, trying to
distinguish real metal from glassfibre falsehood. Stare at a camo-
wrapped prototype now and all you'll get is a splitting headache.
The last secret car [ can remember going beyond the usual rolls of
madly patterned tape was the current Jaguar X.J, which could be
spotted prowling the Midlands dressed up like a Mad Max battle-
cruiser, all covered in screwed-on panels and insane roof fins.
This car needed the extra camo, firstly because it was so radically
different to its predecessor, and secondly because, as someone at
Jag later admitted, they wanted to ‘create some intrigue’. Which
is exactly what happens when you go to town on the fake panels.

Unfortunately, for the people tasked with developing cars,
these things are also a pain in the arse, adding weight, ruining

‘The current
Jaguar XJ could
be spotted
prowling the
Midlands
dressed up like
a Mad Max
battle-cruiser,
covered in fins’

aerodynamics and blocking access to the real bits underneath
while creating wind whistles, rattles and other false reads
unhelpful to the process of getting things production-ready. Once
the dazzle-ship wrap had been invented, it was pretty much the
end of days for extravagant mouldings riveted to prototypes. And
if you're a nerd who gets excited by the cloak-and-dagger nature of
camouflaged test cars, that’s a very sad thing.

Burit's not all bad news for anvone disproportionately fascinated
by car companies’ furure plans and their attempts to conceal them.
Great swathes of physical testing have been replaced by computer
maodelling, which means production-spec prototypes happen later
in the process and don't need to be cloaked
with such extravagant efforts when the
reveal is so close. Yet despite this, there will
always be components that need testing in the
real world, and the common way to do this is
under the cut ‘n’ shut shells of current models.
They call them mules and, while these mash-
ups usually give little outward clue to what's
coming up, their swollen and mutated shells
are as perversely fascinating as any prod-spec
test car hidden under false panelwork.

The mule is a brilliant thing and one that
led Porsche, for example, to complete initial
928 development under the hacked-up
bodies of some Audi 100 Coupes and an old
Opel Admiral. Likewise, McLaren completed
an early shakedown of the F1 underneath a
couple of Ultima kit cars before returning to
an Ultima for work on the MP4-12C, while
adding a couple of discreetly modified Ferrari 360s into the mix.
By the same token, a few years ago visitors to a well-known UK
test venue never guessed that the noisy Lamborghini pounding
the high-speed track was ironing out bugs in the transmission for
the Veyron, just as few outsiders realised that the stretched 348 on
gold wheels was an early test car for the Enzo or that the scruffy
Metro van ragging past them on the A40 was an MGF underneath.

The glassfibre cladding has largely disappeared, but if vou're of
a nerdish bent then at least the test mule keeps the intrigue alive.
And if you're really into the stuff I've just mentioned, you can find
pictures of many of these mules online. Just watch out for the
rabbit hole containing madly camouflaged Rover 800s. B

Richard is evo's longest-serving colurmnist and the script editor on The Grand Tour

050 www.evo.co.uk

0 @sniffpetrol



‘'WOW! WHAT A RIDE!”

HUNTER S. THOMPSON




TED KRAVITZ

Don’t be surprised if Ferrari protests the result of the Australian GP,
says our F1 insider, as the argument over suspension rumbles on

‘ T'S SHADES OF GREY..." SAID CHRISTIAN
Horner. The assembled journalists looked up, wondering
if they'd just been given an insight to his and Geri's
bedtime reading. Turned out the Red Bull Racing boss

was referring to something dramatically less sexy: Formula 1's

technical regulations governing suspension. These rules and what

they really mean are currently the cause of much argument and
could be the subject of a protest at the first Grand Prix of the season
in Melbourne, if compromise cannot be reached.

For reasons nobody can quite remember and which seem
increasingly illogical given its widespread use in road cars, active
suspension is banned in F1. The regulations also ban moveable
aerodynamic devices. So, in a two-fingered salute to both rules,
designers have devised passive suspension
that acts like active suspension and moves the
car in a way that helps its aerodynamics.

The key is hydraulic heave dampers.
Controlling the front ride height, they can be
programmed (or set up through asymmetric
valving) to lower the whole car quickly under
braking and then through a corner, increasing
aerodynamic grip, only to raise the ride height
later but at a slower rate. The systems can also
drop the rear of the car on the straight, which
stalls the diffuser, dumps drag and gives a
straight-line speed boost,

The debate surrounding their legality boils
down to whether vou believe suspension’s
purpose should be to suspend the car or to manipulate its ride
height to optimise its aerodynamic performance. The teams say
it is primarily doing the former while the latter, well, that's just
happening by itself, simultaneously. What a coincidence! The FIA
has reminded the teams that any side effects of suspension that
benefit aerodynamics must be incidental to the main purpose of
keeping the damn car off the ground (my interpretation).

So if the result of the Australian Grand Prix is protested (most
likely by Ferrari, whose repeated requests for clarification over the
winter suggest it is not finding the same gains in this area as its
rivals), you'll know why.

There are likely to be shades of grey atop the podium again
this year. Mercedes has been the class of winter testing’s race
simulations, even with its engines wound well down after bits

‘The possibility
of being
replaced by a
non-sentient
droid might
appeal to
Alonso’

blew up on the factory dynos. Mercedes says it would rather have
failures on the test bench than at the racetrack, allowing fixes to
be put in place in time for the first event, but there might be a few
tense moments in its garage if Red Bull or Ferrari bring something
aerodynamically amazing to Oz.

This isn't impossible, but it is increasingly unlikely, as it's much
harder to find half a second from pure aerodynamics than it is to
find half a second from these hybrid engines. That's because the
best power unit engineers are discovering gains every week — in
combustion, electrical energy recovery and improving ways to
deploy it around the lap.

Formula 1 Management’s new MD (motorsports), Ross Brawn, is
well aware that the power unit is dictating performance more than
ever before (after all, he was the architect
of Mercedes’ current dominance), but has
given a glimmer of hope that there might
be change insofar as he'd support a return
to louder, cheaper, perhaps larger-capacity,
naturally aspirated racing engines — if the
manufacturers can agree.

Car makers used to use Formula 1 as a
giant research and development laboratory.
The problem nowadays is that because their
interests are increasingly headed towards
autonomous, electric cars, the logical
conclusion of their R&D would have the
likes of Fernando Alonso, Lewis Hamilton
and Max Verstappen replaced by robots.
Although given the state of his McLaren Honda, the possibility of
being replaced by a non-sentient droid might appeal to Alonso.

McLaren isn’tin as much trouble as it was in 2015, but it has gone
backwards from last season. In redesigning the power unit, Honda
made a mistake with the design of the oil tank, necessitating a hasty
workaround. A different engine failed, prompting an apology to
Alonso and Stoffel Vandoorne from Honda's Yusuke Hasegawa.

Such is Formula 1's ‘2 plus 2 equals 8" mentality that gossip is
already circulating along the lines that McLaren is looking to part
ways with Honda and beg Mercedes for the spare engine supply it's
got going since Manor went bust. It seems almost unthinkable, but
doubtless Honda would continue in F1 with Sauber, or Williams, or
whoever, and life would go on. Controversial? Ruthless? Extreme?
Of course. That’s Formula 1. 8

Ted is the pitlane reporter for Sky Sports A
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McLaren Automotive is embarking
;b\ on its next chapter with an new
- generation of Super Sports models,
starting with this: the 7208

by STUART GALLAGHER

PHOTOGRAPHY by DEAN SMITH
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McLAREMN 7205

‘THE 7205 MOVES McLAREN’S DESIGN LANGUAGE ON.
WHETHER IT'S GONE TOO FAR WILL BE DOWN
T0 YOUR PERSONAL TASTE’
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ECOND
syndrome, That’s what McLaren
wants to avoid with the 7205.
Not only is this new 710bhp

ALBUM

coupe the company's first

‘second-generation’ Super Series
car and the replacement for the 6508, itis also
the launch pad for 15 new McLaren models or
derivatives that will be produced in Woking
over the next five years. And no, there isn't an
SUVin the plan.

Super Series is the core of McLaren's DNA.
It's where the company started with the
clumsily named MP4-12C and quickly learnt
that building supercars isn't without its pitfalls
—and that buyers in this sector, and the media,
are a tough bunch to please. Claiming you've
built a Ferrari rival is one thing. Proving you
have is an altogether tougher task, and one
McLaren experienced in public view.

It learnt, though. Updates came, tweaks
were developed, the name was shortened and
the 12C went on to blossom before eventually
evolving into the 6505 — a car that has, or
rather had (the last example, a Spider, has
been built, registered and added to McLaren’s
heritage fleet), the credentials to go nose-to-
nose with Ferrari’s rather brilliant 488 GTB.

This is pretty remarkable considering Ferrari
will celebrate its 70th anniversary in 2017,
modern McLaren Automotive only its seventh,

‘The 7205 would be replacing the core of our
range, says Mark Vinnels, executive director
for programme development at McLaren. ‘It
would also be our first “second-generation”
model; we knew we didn't want it to be just an
evolutionary step.

‘At the beginning we said [to the designers],
show us sketches that aren't comfortable [for
us]. We could see there were things that would
need to be developed, but at that stage we
didn't have the execution in our minds, such as
the new carbonfibre structure.

The 7208 is built around an evolution of the
MonoCell used in the first generation of Super
Series models, while taking elements from the
MonoCage of the Ultimate Series P1 hypercar.
The fundamental change for the Super Series
is that, where the MonoCell ended below the
glasshouse, the carbon structure of the new
MonoCage II has been designed to incorporate
the roof and a pair of dihedral doors, justas the
original MonoCage did on the P1.

‘The MonoCage 1I took the lessons from
P1, and we saw the upper carbon structure
was feasible. The challenge was how to

Above: the 7205
brings a fresh look
toaMcLaren, yvet in
profile it still clearly
channels elements
of the firm's most
famous road car,
the F1 of 1992
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‘THE INSTRUMENT CLUSTER,
WHICH CAN FOLD DOWN TO A LOW-
DISTRACTION SLIM STRIP, 1S

SIMPLY INSPIRED’




manufacture it in enough volume and at
a sensible cost. What it brings in terms of
visibility is unprecedented,’ says Vinnels.
Incorporating the roof into the car's core
structure has allowed chief designer Rob
/ Melville to slim down the windscreen pillars
and use glass for the C-pillars. In creating the
7205, Melville and his team have given us a
car that is unmistakably McLaren but which
also moves the company’s design language
on. Whether it's gone too far = or not far
enough - will be down to your personal taste,
but away from the bright lights of a motor
show stand or photography studio, the 7205
looks just right, It has elements of contention
such as the headlights, which sit in what
Melville describes as ‘eye sockets'. These
are divided into two portions by sequential
indicators, with one portion directing air to
the radiators behind the front wings and the
other housing the LED headlights. For some
it looks like an unfinished design element, for
others it's an example of an original design
solution answering an engineering dilemma.
It's a similar story in regard to feeding air
to the new 4-litre twin-turbo V8. Previous
McLarens had air intakes running along the
doors, but the 7205 has a sleeker, cleaner
profile. Air for its engine runs through the
bodywork and above the car’s rear haunches,
and cooling has increased by 15 per cent.
‘Given we were going toincrease the power,
the last thing we wanted to do was increase
weight,' says Vinnels, ‘That’s where the aero

= e
-
Above right: rear "
wing also functions
as an air brake.
Right: instrument e -
panel can flipto M. - [

show a 'Slim”" mode
for when the driver

wants minimal
distractions
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CHRIS GOODWIN

INTERVIEW™

Chief test driver, McLaren Automotive

by DAVID VIVIAN

‘The new car benefits from all the development
work we've done on 12C, P1, 675LT, 540 and
570. We've strengthened the team, refined
the process and, as a result, we've been able
to work to greater detail in any area of the
car. We're such a young company and we've
developed our capabilities so quickly. The
measure of how far we've come in the six
years we've been in business is the difference
berween the 12C and this car here.

“You can start at the front of the 7208 and
work your way back and everything you touch
is light years away from where we were with
12C. There are some obvious key items to look
at that make it stand out as being different.
Obviously the engine is one, But it's the way
that 4-litre engine is tuned and calibrated.
The driveability, the detail we've gone into
in terms of the on-off throttle response, the
torque delivery, the efficiency of the engine.
Yes, we've changed the specific capacity but
that's only the tip of the iceberg. Everything
is extremely different and better, more
developed than anything we've done before.

‘Throughout this project, we've kept an eye
on 6505 as one of our main reference points.
We didn't know then what we know now
about how to really hone and fine-tune the
technologies that we use. A good example is
the suspension system. It looks quite similar
to the 6508, but the front and rear geometry
is different. High-speed stability is improved
andwe have very different —and much better—
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steering feel and character, and the hardware
inside the dampers has been refined. One
of the big items is the way we control the
suspension. We still have our hydraulic circuit
linking to the adaptive-damping system, but
the algorithm that controls that system is a
massive, massive change.

“We call it Proactive Chassis Control 11 and
it’s the way we control the dampers. Totally
different software optimises the contact patch
to a much higher level than we've seen before,
It maintains an unbelievable degree of body
control, even though we're accommodating
all the bumps and dips in the road surface. It's
kind of uncanny. The previous car was pretty
good at creating great ride comfort in one
mode, body control in another. But this has
taken it a step further. The damping software
can accurately maintain body control and
handling balance together. The car feels
sharp as a knife while dealing with the road
surface at the same time. And you can feel the
road surface. You feel connected.

“The 7205 grinds out an amazing amount
of grip. It's just so fast through the corners.
It’s because the contact patch of the tyre is
working so efficiently. We worked hand-in-
hand with Pirelli because it's so demanding
on the tyres. The balance can be comfortable
and neutral or it can be as wild as a 675LT.
We know we've got something that will
appeal to everybody. It's a real breakthrough,
another chapter.’




came from - how could we make the car more
efficient, particularly around the cooling?'

Completing the car’s design is a new
integrated rear wing that’s hydraulically
operated. It also functions as an air brake and
s0 has three main functions: downforce, DRS
and high-speed braking.

However, it's what sits within the
illuminated engine bay and the components
that hang from the MonoCage that really
increase the heart rate. This powerplant may
feature eight cylinders in a V-formation and
two turbos as per the 65085, bur that's where
the similarities end. Forty-one per cent of the
parts are new for the M840T. There’s a new
cast-aluminium inlet plenum, lighter pistons,
conrods and crankshaft. The twin-scroll
turbochargers are new and faster-spooling

McLAREMN 7205

to further improve throttle response, and
the 3994cc motor (up from 3799cc) spins to
8100rpm in the first two gears and 8200rpm
in third and above. Peak power increases to
710bhp from 641bhp in the 6508 and arrives
at 7500rpm; torque grows to 568lb ft, up from
500. The seven-speed double-clutch gearbox
has been modified to smooth out the shifts
without compromising the crispness of each
change. On top of this, upshifts are up to 45
per cent quicker than those in the 675LT (due
to better ignition-cut software) and the speed
of the downshifts is said to have improved as
a result of the engine’s lower inertia.

When the MonoCage, engine and
aluminium body come together, the 7208
weighs 9kg less than the 65085, tipping the
scales at 1419kg with fluids. To achieve this,

the electrics are 3kg lighter than before, the
standard-fit carbon-ceramic brakes are 2kg
lighter and a 1.5kg saving has been found in
the airboxes. The suspension weighs a hefty
16kg less than it does on the outgoing car, too.
McLaren's diet and engine workout result in
508bhp per ton and a 2.9sec 0-62mph time,
with 124mph coming up in 7.8sec. The car
tops out at 212mph.

It's not only the performance, the further
development of the car’s dynamics, the
weight saving and the clever exterior design
that impress, though. Consider also that not
a single experimental prototype was built for
the development of the McLaren 72085.

‘One push was to shorten the development
time and make it more efficient,’ says Haydn
Baker, McLaren's vehicle line director for
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Super Series. ‘So we decided to delete the
experimental prototype phase, which was
a huge challenge. All the proof of content
was done on 6505 mules, so one with the
suspension on, one with the new engine,
etcetera, but we didn't build any cars until less
than a year ago. All the work was done using
CAE and CFD, and signed off virtually — yvears
ago we would have done a lot more crashing
into walls. Our first cars were built by April
2016: there were 20 of these validation cars,
and that was the complete fleet for everything
- sign-off, mileage, electronics, driveability -
all built from production tooling.’

A great deal rests on the shoulders of the
720S. McLaren is forecasting production to
rise from just over the 3000 units in 2016 to
4500 by the end of 2017. That will require
Mike Flewitt, McLaren's CEQ, to continue to
build the company’s market reach (you can
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‘MUCH OF WHAT McL
LEARNT WITH THE PT A
HAS GONE INTO THE

McLAREN 7205

currently buy a McLaren in 30 markets) while
his engineers busy themselves renewing and
expanding the current product lineup. That
will include a more powerful replacement for
the P1 - codename ‘BP23".

Among the 15 new models scheduled by
2022 will not only be Spider and GT versions
of the 7205, but also a more extreme
replacement for the 675LT, too. Then we're
into Spider variants of today’s 570 and
540 models, before these too are replaced
with significantly updated models that
will have been developed with technology
introduced on the 7205. Perhaps the biggest
challenge for Flewitt and his team is that
half of all future McLarens will feature
hybrid powertrains. For this, McLaren will
not only need to develop the technology and
seamlessly integrate it into its new range of
cars, but it will also need its customers to

actually want it, too. Which isn't always a
given. Supercar owners want their toys to
be noisy and thrilling and, in many cases,
anti-social devices. Can hybrid technology
deliver all those characteristics?

Right now, though, the focus is on the
car you see here. And when you see it in its

aluminium-and-carbonfibre  glory, you'll
see a much more aggressive McLaren.
Parked next to a 7208, a 6505 looks devoid
of any distinguishing features. Those new
headlights may have caused much chatter,
but when seen in situ they create a McLaren
that makes you stop and take in the details,
pick out the lines and the shrink-wrapped
philosophy Melville and his team has focused
on. Those sharp creases in the bonnet add an
ageression that’s been lacking in the past. The
rear, meanwhile, melds the P1 and 675LT"s
violence with the sophistication of the 6505.




L
\&

And the instrument cluster — which can fold
down from a conventional full digital display
to a low-distraction slim strip showing just
gear, revs and speed — is simply inspired.

More power, more torque and a faster
gearbox are the default upgrades for any
new supercar, However, it’s the work that has
gone into the chassis that will demonstrate
whether McLaren has remembered that
while numbers are one thing, it's how they
come together and allow the machine to
interact with the driver that can mark a car
out as being truly special and give it the
potential to be a class winner and an object
of true automotive desire.

McLaren knows this all too well after the
less-than-glowing feedback that found its
way to Woking in 2011 regarding the 12C.
The steps it has taken to ensure every model
since has answered those original criticisms

are proof that it’s a manufacturer willing to
listen, respond and deliver. Much of what
McLaren has learnt with both the P1 and
675LT, undoubtedly two of the very best cars
the company has produced in recent times
and two of the very best performance cars of
all time, has gone into the 7208,

Befitting any new supercar worth its place
on Instagram, McLaren will build, and has
already sold, 400 Launch Edition 7208Ss. For
the rest of 2017, it expects to sell a further
800 examples in standard, Luxury and
Performance trims. Or, of course, you can
order a bespoke MSO version finished to a
specification of vour choice. Beyond this,
1500 examples will leave the MTC every 12
months, costing at least £208,600 apiece.
When we drive a 7205 in a month or so, we'll
tell you if you should be transferring your
deposit to a Woking-based bank account.

MclLaren
7208

Engine VB, 3994cc, twin-turbo
Power 710bhp @ 7500rpm
Torque 5681 t @ 5500mpm
Weight 1419kg
Power-to-weight S0Bbhp/ton
0-62mph 2 Dsac (claimed)
Top speed 212mph (claimed)
Basic price £208 600

On sale May 2017
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HONDA CIVIC

Honda dragged its feet with the previous-generation
Civic Type R. This time we're getting one almost from
the get-go, but how much has changed?

by ADAM TOWLER

PHOTOGRAPHY by DEAN SMITH

WHITE PAINT, BLACK DETAILING,
red logos and easily the wildest body addenda in
the hot hatch market. No, you don't need me to
tell you this is the all-new Honda Civic Type R.

And normally I'd leave it at that and let you
make up vour own mind on the looks. But not
this time. The ungainly, slab-sided proportions
and tacked-on aero of the old car made it
highly divisive, and for many it was all a bit
cringeworthy. Having had the benefit of walking
around the new car, I believe that’s no longer the
case. Yes, it’s still a riot of slashed lines, Manga-
influenced forms and bonkers aero — Honda once
again claims a class-leading balance betrween
reducing lift and creating drag — and the deecp
chin, vortex generators on the trailing edge of
the roof and the massive rear wing will still make
a Golf R owner blush, but its all so much lower,
meaner and more cohesive.

It might have crossed your mind that the
outgoing Civic Type R wasn't on sale for very
long, and you'd be right. The go-ahead for that
car didn't come until well into the production
cycle for its generation of Civic, and the engineers
on the project had to make the best of what thes
were given. This included an almost MPV-like
form and a torsion-beam rear-suspension setup.
As we've already explained (evo 230), the all-
new Civic is a much lower, stiffer structure
from which to work from, and the provision for
a Type R model was not only in the plan from
the start, but also influenced key decisions
throughout the standard car’s gestation.

Theresultis abase Civicthat's 52 percent stiffer
than before and 16kg lighter, with a centre of

Neers
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HONDA CIVIC TYPE R

"HONDA HAS
CLEARLY RESISTED
BEING DRAWN
INTO A POWER-LED
ARMS RACE WITH
ITS RIVALS

gravity 34mm lower and an H-point (the location
of the driver’s hip within the car) some 50mm
lower. Those improvements have been carried
across to the Type R variant, which has a structure
38 per cent stiffer than that of the old car. This
new monocoque should provide the suspension
with a much better platform to work from, which
brings us neatly to the inclusion of a multi-link
rear axle. Typically, this form of rear suspension
provides the best control over the rear wheels
while allowing the engineers to incorporate
enough compliance for a more sophisticated ride.
It's especially relevant to large hot hatches of the
current high-power and high-weight variety. The
Type R uses more rigid rear suspension arms than
the standard car, and the front MacPherson struts
have been tuned to suit. Once again, a helical-type
limited-slip differential assists in putting more
than 300bhp down cleanly.

And while Honda has moved to a 20-inch wheel
diameter all-round (up from 19 inches), from
talking with project engineer Hideki Kakinuma
it's clear that the company has had more than one
eye on everyday useability. That’s not without
good reason: unlike the outgoing Type R, which

Honda
Civic Type R

has only been sold in Europe and Japan, the
new car will be a global seller and will debut the
Type R sub-brand in the USA. To this end, Honda
has worked on the driving modes, responding to
criticism that the old choice of normal and ‘+R’
didn’t cover enough bases. The core of the issue
was that the +R setting for the variable damping
was simply too firm, leaving the more energetic
engine mapping in +R tantalisingly out of reach
on a car with a surprising amount of turbo lag in
the standard setting.

There are now three driving modes: Comfort,
Sport and +R. Comfort is a more relaxed setting
for the engine, steering and suspension than the
old normal mode. Sport straddles the gap between
that and +R, and Honda has taken the opportunicy
to make the new +R setting even more track-
focused than before, feeling that even the old +R
was still too much of a road-going compromise
for modern, smooth racetracks. Kakinuma smiles
wryly when he says that customer feedback told
them many owners never used +R mode (we don'’t
blame them) and that the button was therefore
little more than a decoration in the car.

One thing the driver still cant do is mix and

Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1996cc, turbo
Power J16bhp @ 6500rpm
Torque 2351b ft @ 2500-4500rpm
Weight c1378kg
Power-to-weight c233bhp/ton
0-62mph <5.7sec (clzimed)

Top speed 167mph (estimated)
Basic price c£32,000

On sale Summer 2017
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match the various settings in an ‘Individual’ mode,
as can be done with the majority of the Type
R's competitors. ‘Honda believes in the typical
performance of Type R, says Kakinuma when
challenged on this point. Which sounds to us like
another way of saying: ‘We know best.’

There is no option of a stickier tyre, either, just
the standard Continental SportContact 6s, though
Kakinuma says Honda will monitor the market
and might offer something else. “We wanted this
car to appeal to a wide market; it was a challenge
to see what we could do with one tyre,” he adds.

Intriguingly, a lighter, even more hardcore
Type R is being considered, although there is no
specific plan to build such a car just yet.

What hasn’t changed? The engine (not very
much, at least), the front brakes and the gearbox.
The new car uses essentially the same 2-litre VTEC
turbo engine as before, but with detail changes
throughout and a revised ECU calibration. The
official figures are 316bhp at 6500rpm and
295]1b fr ar 2500-4500rpm; in other words, an
extra 10bhp and an identical torque output to the
previous model. Honda has clearly resisted being
drawn into a power-led arms race with its rivals,

and more power was well down the priority list
with the old car in any case. Its front-wheel-drive
configuration means it’s considerably lighter than,
say, a Focus RS, and therefore it doesn't need to
match cars like the Ford on power, though a cynic
might argue that there is a limit to what can be
deploved through front wheels alone. Talking of
weight, Honda won't provide an official figure yet,
but Kakinuma confirms it's about the same as the
outgoing car's 1378kg.

The Type R retains a six-speed manual gearbox
because Kakinuma believes shifting gears with
three pedals and a stick is an essential part of the
hot hatch experience, and we wholeheartedly
approve of that. There is a new rev-match feature,
but don't worry, it can be switched off, and the
shift quality of the 'box has supposedly improved,

Inside the Type R there's now a much more
European feel. The supportive and gorgeous red
buckets do indeed feel notably lower than before,
and the small titanium gearknob is barely more
than a hand-span away from the wheel.

The first new Type Rs should start arriving by
the summer. By then we should already know if
Honda's evolution of its hot hatch has paid off. B

Above: the old

Type R's four exhaust
tips have become
three, moved to the
middle of the rear
valance (very 458..)
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When it comes to pure drivers’ cars, few
names conjure more powerful sentiments
than GT3 and A110. This year both are back
— one following a rather longer absence than
the other. So what exactly have Porsche and
Alpine got in store for us?

by DAN PROSSER

PORSCHE 911 GT3 & ALPINE A110




ALPINE AT10

ALPINE ATIO

EVER SINCE JEAN REDELE’S
curious little sports car company was wound
down more than 20 years ago — for good, as
far as anybody could tell — the Alpine name
has faded from consciousness like tail lights
slipping into the mist. The last A610 rolled
off the Dieppe production line in 1995, the
company fatally short of the investment
it needed to keep pace with ever more
demanding crash and safety regulations.

In the two decades that have followed, the
very concept of a French sports car has become
every bit as obscure as the Alpine name itself.
Today, French performance cars are based on
very normal hatchbacks, and they're almost
always front-wheel drive. Proper sports
cars come from Germany, Britain or Italy, or
perhaps from the other side of the globe, but
not from France.

In some ways the Alpine brand never went
away. A nutty core of enthusiasts has kept
A610s, GTAs, A310s and earlier Berlinettes

running over the years, the pocket-sized A110
becoming a fixture on classic rallies across
Europe. Most significantly, though, Alpine's
factory at Dieppe has continued to develop
and manufacture performance cars. And while
those cars have all been badged ‘Renault Sport’
since 1995, the Alpine name has always been
splashed across the walls of the factory and the
clothing of the workforce, as though waiting
until the time was right. Which is now.

Unveiled in road-going, production form to
the press and public at the Geneva motor show,
the new A110 is a mid-engined, rear-wheel-
drive two-seater. With a bespoke aluminium
body and extensive weight-saving measures
it's wvery lightweight, while its 249bhp
turbocharged four-cylinder engine should
sling it along every bit as quickly as a driver-
centric sports coupe needs to go.

Alpine (pronounced ‘Al-peen’) was bailed
out by Renault in 1974 and the French
giant still owns the marque to this day. It's




‘Reviving the
A110 name was a
simple decision
because the
principles
between the

old and new
versions are

the same’

therefore with the backing of a multinational
corporation — and its production expertise and
economies of scale and unimaginable research
and development resources — that Alpine
makes its comeback today.

‘There’s a real pride both within the many
employees of the Renault Group and in
France and abroad for this brand, says Alpine
managing director Michael van der Sande.
It instils passion. It's a huge responsibility
[to bring the brand back] and we take it very
seriously. We're trying to do justice to the
original Alpines of the past with a lightweight
sports car that's hopefully going to be as much
fun to drive as the original A110 was.’

Reviving the A110 name was ultimately
a simple decision, van der Sande explains,
because the principles between the old and
new versions are the same, despite being
separated by half a century. ‘Avery lightweight
sports car that punches above its weight in
terms of performance is very relevant, not just

in the '60s and "70s, but also today,” he says.

The engineering team behind the A110
were fanatical about weight, which yielded a
1103kg total. The class-leading Porsche 718
Cayman, benchmarked by Alpine’s engineers
throughout the development process, is more
than 230kg heavier. The A110's aluminium
structure alone is reckoned to save 180kg
compared to a steel one, while the very
compact dimensions - the A110 is 20cm
shorter than a Cayman - have also helped to
keep weight down.

Chief engineer David Twohig admits he lost
a night's sleep toying with the idea of fixing
the passenger seat in position. Eventually, he
decided the 500g saving wouldn’t have been
worth the inconvenience.

The engine is a 1.8-litre, single-turbo direct-
injection unit. It will appear in forthcoming
Renault models, so isn't unique to Alpine.
Power is rated at 249bhp and torque at
236lb ft, which means the A110 has a Cayman-
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ALPINE AT10

‘Alpine has used the underside of the
car to generate downforce, almost




Right: floating

panel between the
occupants emphasises
the ATI0's lightweight
nature, and is made
possible by the
absence of a gearlever
- the caris DCT only

ing power-to-weight ratio of 224bhp per

to the rear wheels via a seven-speed
lutch gearbox, with no option of a

shbone suspension at all
he A110 has a more sophisticated
1p than the Cayman, which features
struts on both axles. The Alpine’s
meanwhile, is electrically assisted,
sche, but with the motor mounted
lumn rather than the rack. On this
that's the less sophisticated method.

is clearly influenced by the shape of the
‘original A110, including a tail that falls away
from the rear screen. That profile is certain
to generate aerodynamic lift at speed, but
rather than solve the problem by attaching an
ungainly wing or incorporating a complicated,
expensive pop-up spoiler, Alpine has used the
underside of the car to generate downforce,
almost eradicating lift at the rear. The bottom
of the car is completely flat with eight strakes
to direct air through the rear diffuser.

Despite the cars modest dimensions,
there’s enough headroom for van der Sande
to sit comfortably; at six-foot-seven he
represents the 99.9th percentile for height.
The lightweight Sabelt bucket seats can be
adjusted up and down with the correct tools,
dropping very close to the floor in their lowest
setting to give a near-perfect seating position.

swallow two helmets, while the shallow front
boot can take a pair of airline cabin suitcases.

The Brembo brakes feature 320mm discs at
the front, with four-piston calipers. Brembo
has incorporated the parking brake into the
rear calipers to save as much as 2.5kg, this
being the first application of that technology.

Alpine quotes a 0-62mph time of 4.5sec
with a top speed of 155mph, but the A110 isn't
about raw performance. ‘We're probably not
going to be quickest on circuit,’ says Twohig,
‘but we have to be the most agile.’ The tyre is
a 17-inch Michelin Pilot Sport 4, rather than
the grippier 45, because Twohig wants the
car to be playful at medium and low speeds:
‘The car slides relatively easily. Itisn’t all about
grip." The A110 hasvarious drive modes and an
intermediate setting for the stability control,
which can be switched off completely.

The car in these pictures is the launch-spec
Premiére Edition, which gets 18-inch wheels
and satnav as standard, although all 1955
examples have already sold out. The A110
is expected to cost less than £50,000 when
it arrives in the UK early next year, where
it will initially be sold through six or eight
strategically located Renault dealerships.

Twenty-two years is an awfully long time
for a sports car company to lie dormant, but
Renault’s timing could hardly be better. The
wider performance car sector has become
wrapped up in big power outputs and straight-
line speed; a pretty little two-seater that
prioritises fun over figures comes as welcome
relief. If the A110 drives as good as it looks,
Alpine’s return will be a triumphant one.

Alpine
A0

Engine In-line 4-Cyl, 1.8 litres, turbo
Power 240bhp @ 7200rpm

Torque 236ib ft @ n/a

Weight 1103kg

Power-to-weight 224bhp/ton
0-62mph 4 5sec (claimed)

Top speed 155mph (limited)

Price €58,500 (c£50,000)

On sale Early 2018
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PORSCHE 911 GT3

e o i i Y % i Db ‘Buyers can now choose
91:;::;3 ;:::E?d,ing in a r:hillly ph{:-mgra!:hic studio on bEtween a SIK-SDEEd
Sl B i manual gearbox and

BE e Rl o i e et a seven-speed PDK

in a long and extraordinary line of stripped-down, H i '
pumped-up, track-ready 911s, pointing out every little tra n Sm l S S l 0 n
refinement, every hard-won efficiency.

This new car is a development of the first-generation
991 GT3 rather than an all-new model, but every major
component has been polished or honed to deliver more
performance or less resistance. In among the tumbling i
list of minute tweaks and infinitesimal modifications ,4/
are two standout headlines: the flat-six engine is now
a 4-litre unit, superseding both the 3.8 in the previous
GT3and the 4.0in the GT3 RS and 911 R, and buyers can
now choose between a six-speed manual gearbox and a
seven-speed PDK transmission.

‘Our main focus was on engine development,’ says
Preuninger. ‘Since we introduced the new engine
platform in the previous GT3 we have used it in the
GT3 RS and the R, and now in the [mid-engined] 911
RSR race car that came second at Daytona. As you would
expect, we have been gaining confidence and experience
with that platform and we are getting ideas to make it
better — more powerful, more revvy, more longevity,
everything. The engine we have now is a quantum leap
from the 3.8 and a big step up even from the RS engine.’

The crankshaft is new and it now runs on bigger
bearings. It's also cross-drilled with a central-fed oil
system, so all the oil that lubricates the conrod bearings

vital components, which means less internal
and, ultimately, more power at the wheels. ‘Th

resistance down and be more efficient”
The piston rings are lighter and thinner while the
cylinder liners are coated in a very low-friction material,
which further cuts resistance. The new oil pumps are
more efficient, too. The air intake, meanwhile, features
a twin-flap system. A similar setup was used on the
4-litre Mezger engine fitted to the 997 GT3 RS 4.0, but
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previous versions of this engine used a single flap. ‘This
greatly influences torque low down,' says Preuninger. “The
only problem with having more parts is if something breaks
it gets inhaled into the engine and, boom, it goes. We've
found a way to make it completely bulletproof.

‘Everything is topped off by a completely new valvetrain.
Whereas earlier incarnations of this engine used
conventional hydraulic valve-lift adjusters, which require
lots of oil pressure to operate, this version uses a completely
rigid valvetrain, like in a race motorcycle. By deleting the
hydraulic elements we can lower the forces in the valvetrain
substantially — we're talking 30 per cent. We need less force
to turn over the apparatus and less oil pressure. With that
maodification alone we gained about 10bhp.

The results of all that development work are spectacular,
on paper at least. Peak power is the same 493bhp as the
outgoing 4-litre RS unit — ‘that’s 500 very conservative
horsepower’ — while torque is rated at 3391b ft, which is the
same as the GT3 RS engine and an increase of 151b ft on the
previous GT3. “The more interesting thing is when you look
at the area beneath the torque curve,’ says Preuninger. ‘This
is what gives this engine quite an edge over the 3.8.

Impressively, despite the longer stroke needed to increase
engine capacity over the 3.8, the new engine still revs to
9000rpm. The GT3 RS and R engines revved only to 8800
and 8500rpm respectively, which was the main reason the
smaller engine was actually more exciting at the top end.
Porsche has now combined the longer stroke and higher
putput with the head-spinning 9000rpm rev limit.

“The engine islike a firecracker exploding after 5000rpm,
says Preuninger. ‘We understand this new platform now
the way we understood the Mezger. It reacts completely
differently to external inputs than the Mezger, so we had
to rethink everything. You get new ideas from racing, from
experience, and you have time to test. We are quite happy
now that we know how to make this engine very powerful
and efficient at the same time. The result is in this car.’

Porsche caused a firstworld furore when it dropped
manual transmissions from its GT cars in 2013, but
following the success of the manual-only Cayman GT4 and
911 R it was somewhat inevitable that this latest GT'3 would
be available with a choice of transmissions. It's clearly the
outcome Preuninger had hoped for - ‘I'm freaking out!"
he says about the return of the manual GT3 - and he goes
on to explain the decision to go PDK-only on the previous
GT3: *On that car we had a completely new platform, so we
couldn’t concentrate on making both gearbox versions. We
had to design for one. But after all this, who are we to say
this is better or that is better? If yvou want to use the car on
track, go for PDK, 100 per cent. If you occasionally go to
the track and you're locking for involvement and a car that
makes yvou smile all the time, go for the manual.

Preuningercanonly guess what the splitbetween PDEK and
manual will be among customers, but he estimates 60:40in
favour of the two-pedal option. Certain markets, however,
including the US, will favour the manual transmission. It's
the same unit found in the 911 R, bur it uses a dual-mass
flywheel rather than a single-mass, which was an optional
extra on the R. "We should address this point right now," he
says, sternly. ‘Don’t take the single-mass flywheel from the
R and try to be clever and put it on the new GT3. Why? You

5
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‘Despite the longer
stroke needed to
Increase capacity
over the 3.8, the
new engine still revs
to 9000rpm’

Left and above:
new ram-air intakes
feed the 4-litre
flat-six, whichis a
revised version of that
found in the recent
911 GT3 RS and 911 R;
the turbocharged
Carrera S beats it for
torgue (3601b ft plays
3390h ft), but few

will sniff at the GT3's
naturally aspirated
£93bhp at 8250rpm
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will ruin the engine. Believe me, we tried it. But even with a
dual-mass flywheel the engine is so fiery.’

The manual gearbox has a switchable throttle blip and
drives through a mechanical limited-slip diff. The PDK car,
meanwhile, uses a faster-reacting electronically controlled
LSD. The twin-clutch transmission is the same as in the GT3
RS, with the same gearing, but slightly improved shift times.

The chassis was perhaps the previous GT3's ace card, but
Preuninger’s team have still worked hard on the new car’s
dynamics. The damper tuning has been revised and there
are helper springs on the rear axle now, like on the GT3 RS,
which give a little more pliancy over bumps. In the UK the
tyres will be Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2s, which have been
further developed since being used on the previous GT3.

Cast-iron brake discs are standard fit and carbon-ceramics
are available. The wheels, meanwhile, are the same design
as before. ‘We loved the gen-one wheel so much [we kept it],
but in matt black. [ normally don't like black wheels because
you can't see the point where the wheel starts and the tyre
ends, but with the [body-coloured] pinstripe vou can.'

Preuninger says the car uses the latest version of Porsche’s
electric steering system, which has been improving steadily
since first appearing on a Porsche Motorsport car on the
previous GT3. ‘We learned a lot on the 911 R, he says, ‘so
the steering feel is quite a leap in comparison. This car also
uses the smaller, 360mm steering wheel.” The rear-axle
steering system has been carried over but with changes to
the software that improve the car’s low-speed agility.

The other major upgrade has been to the aerodynamics.
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‘The aerodynamic efficiency of the car is way better, says
Preuninger. “‘We have the same coefficient of drag as the
last one, but we've got 20 per cent more downforce. We
learned on the 911 R that we could get better downforce by
addressing the underbody.’ New vanes and spoilers on the
underbody accelerate the air underneath the car and shoot
it directly to the new diffuser,

The rear spoiler also sits 20mm higher and 10mm further
back, so it reaches into cleaner air. The maximum downforce
figure is 155kg at top speed, matching the 997 GT3 RS.

With more power, torque, improved aerodynamics and
tweaks to the chassis and tyres, the new GT3 will inevitably
be faster than the old car, with Preuninger anticipating a
Ring time of less than 7min 20sec. For reference, the twin-
turbo 997 GT2 RS managed a time of 7min 18sec. Despite
this new car being faster on circuit than the previous GT3,
Preuninger also reckons it's more comfortable on the road.
Weight is more or less unchanged, at 1413kg, although the
manual ‘box saves 17kg compared to PDK. Porsche quotes
a 3.9sec 0-62mph time for the manual car and 3.4sec with
PDK, with top speeds of 198mph and 197mph respectively.

The UK list price is £111,802, with the first cars set to
arrive early in the summer. If you can find a dealer willing
to sell you one, you'll once again have the choice between
Comfort and Clubsport specifications.

In light of the countless improvements and refinements
Porsche has made to this new 911 GT3, Preuninger’s answer
to my question is as emphatic as it is predictable. ‘Absolutely,’
he says. ‘This is the best GT3 to date, no doubt about it.” E3




Porsche

91 GT3

Engine Flat-si, 3996cc
Power 493bhp @ 8250rpm
Torque 3390 ft @ 6000rpm
Weight 1413kg
Power-to-weight 355bhp/ton
0-62mph 3 9sec (claimed)
Top speed 198mph (claimed)
Basic price £111.602

On sale Summer 2017

Right: interior does the
‘stripped-back luxury’ thing
very well, and the GT3 now
gets the smaller-diameter
steering wheel from the
GT3R5. Below: those red
rings aren’t kerb protectors
- they're to demarcate the
tyrewall and the wheel
itself (and are optional)
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REFRESHMENT COMES IN MANY
forms. Last night’s cold pint in the Y Pengwern
guest house certainly met the criteria. The
gale-force weather in north Wales this
morning is refreshing, too, albeit less welcome
as it tries to strip the hat from my head and
turns evo photographer Aston Parrott’s tripod
into something from an HG Wells novel. Also
being battered by the weather are two rear-
wheel-drive, naturally aspirated sports cars
with manual gearshifts and small footprints.
Paddling alone in a sea of turbocharged hot
hatchbacks, there's something very refreshing
about both of them.

In the grey corner is Toyota's GT86, recently
facelifted to mixed effect and still powered by a
1998cc boxer unit with a power figure just shy
of 200 horses. Its crisp white opponent is the
Mazda MX-5 RF — not, as the roofline suggests,
a coupe, but a ‘retractable fastback’ Think
991-generation 911 Targa in both concept and
execution, or early-"90s Honda CR-X Del Sol if
vou're feeling cruel.

But I'm feeling kind. The RF looks great, just
as chiselled and just as minimal of overhang
as the roadster, but a little less toy-like. Mazda
has discovered that MX-5 hard-top buyers
leave the roof up more than their canvas-
roof counterparts, so its designers put extra
effort into the styling. They may be on to
something, though I can't help feeling a proper
fixed-roof coupe, with an F-type-style tailgate
rather than XJS-style buttresses, would look
even better.

The "86 isn't quite as slick. The proportions
are great, better than the Mazda's, with a
low bonnet and more rakish roofline, but the

Two affordable,
rear-drive, naturally
aspirated sports cars,
but which one really
hits the spot: Toyota’s
updated GT86 or
Mazda’s new MX-5 RF?

by ANTONY INGRAM

PHOTOGRAPHY by
ASTON PARROTT




;‘_}_5_.‘.. A L

=
e s

details aren't so hot. The new front bumper
gives the car a toothy underbite like Muttley's
and while the rump is improved - gone are
the glitzy 2001-era Lexus-style lights, and the
absence of a spoiler on the base-spec car keeps
things clean - the Toyota looks both under-
wheeled and over-sprung, like someone has
forgotten to remove the shipping spacers.

Mazda's focus on style continues inside.
The latest MX-5 has a minimalist cabin but
not at the expense of useability, with a simple
infotainment system and proper rotary dials
for controlling ventilation. All the controls feel
close and the dashboard and door-cards sweep
around you like ribbons of silk, If vou're tall,
some aspects might start to grate: the seat is a
little too high, the wheel only adjusts for rake
and the buttresses make the cosy cabin a little
claustrophobic, but the relationship between
wheel and gearlever is as close as such things
get and your feet tread pedals placed almost
perfectly for heel-and-toe gearchanges.

If Mazda's engineers thought hard about
control placement, then Toyota's have obsessed
over it. Here you sit lower, peering over Toyota's
own interpretation of a three-spoke steering
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wheel, but there's more adjustment so you can
put that wheel exactly where you need it. The
seat feels more accommaodating, too, the cabin
more spacious, and the pedals somehow even
better aligned than those of the Mazda. So what
if there are a few nasty plastics about? This has
always been the case with Japanese cars, and
an Integra Type R or Nissan GT-R is no less of a
drivers’ car because of it.

I chose the "86 for the drive to Wales and
became smitten with it all over again. Not at
first though, thanks to Toyota's insistence on
fitting low-grip Michelin Primacy tyres to its
sports coupe. I'm all for cars that move about
underneath you, but the GT86 can feel nervous
in quicker corners even if you're not pushing
particularly hard, as if the rear tyres are
planning on breaking free, while in slower ones
the front end can wash wide surprisingly early.

Not a great first impression, burt stick with it
and things improve. The GT86 does have grip,
and it's when you start to lean on them that the
tyres make a little more sense. The steering
starts to feed back messages as soon as you start
applying lock. It's no Elise-style chatterbox
but there's enough information there to let

you know how much you can exploit the front
end. Toyota hasn't clouded this feedback with
weight either, so the '86 always feels light
and nimble.

As you trust the front end, so vou begin to
bring the rear into play. The GT86 corners flat,
far more so than the Mazda, so things begin
to happen as soon as vou've loaded up the
chassis. And yes, sometimes there's a touch
of understeer, but, once you've identified this
through your fingertips, you need only relax
your toes to balance the chassis. From that
point, with the front and rear tyres sharing
equal load, you can feed in more power and
tighten your cornering line with the rear
wheels. It'll do this around virtually any corner,
and while that outright lack of grip means an
average hot hatch would soon be several turns
ahead, it's deeply satisfying to string together a
sequence of bends, the Toyota seemingly on tip-
toes, always a throttle movement away from a
few more degrees of rotation.

The Mazda takes a different approach
to cornering. It wears slimmer rubber -
205/45 R17s to the Toyota's 215/45 R17s -
but its Brideestone Potenza S001s generate



MAZDA MX-5 RF v TOYOTA GT86

Above: Mazda's
‘retractable fastback
gives you the option
togo al fresco. Left:
Toyotais the better-
proportioned car, but
it does look a bit
under-wheeled

‘The MX-5’s
2-litre in-line
four is more
enthusiastic
and punches
through
snappier gear
ratios than
the Toyota’s
boxer engine’
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Mazda
MX-5 RF

Engine.ln-ling 4-¢
Power1580hp

Torgque 14710 fE @ 4600rpm
Transmission Sie-speed manual, rear-
wheel drive, Bmited-slip differential
Front suspension Double wishbones, coil
springs, dampers, anti-roll bar

Rear suspension Multi-link, c 5
dampers, anti-ro

Brakes Ventilated discs front anc
Wheels 17i 7

Tyres 20055 R

o

C =
Weight 1045k
Power-to-welght 154bhp/ton

0-62mph 7.4sec (claimed)
Top speed 124mph (claimed)
Basic price £23 095

evo rating: d A dr

Toyota
GTE6

Engine Flat
Power 19700
Torgque 1511i ft @ 64 00-6600rpm Y
Transmission Six-speed manual, rear- ‘Eﬂj}
wheel drive, limited-slip differentia ,::‘E‘—"f'
Front suspension MacPhersonstruts., coil £855 r
springs, dampers; anti“roll bar o
Rear suspension Double wishbonss@ol™
springs, dampers. anti-roll aage™
Brakes |\ |
Wheels e front and rear b
Tyres 215/45 R17 front and rear [ ;

Weight 1240kz L. ; \ =
Power-to-weight 161bho/ton L

0-62mph 7 6zec (claimed) o s ; \

Top speed 140mph (claimed) e, - B e
Basic price £26.410 Frel e

evo rating: vk

oy
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significantly greater cornering forces than the
Prius-spec Primacys. They seem toclaw intothe
surface, letting you lean harder on the front end
and allowing you to jump on the power soconer
on the way out. Around any given corner it’s
quicker than the Toyota. And yet...

Joining straights in the RF always requires
you to work through a degree of imprecision
and softness. The steering rack itself is as direct
as thart of the Toyota, but its of f-centre response
isn't as keen, and until you've put an eighth of
a turn into the wheel there’s little indication as
to what the front tyres might be doing. During
this phase the body also begins to lean, forcing
you to wait just a moment longer to discover
how much you're testing the tyres. The chassis
certainly meets Mazda'’s brief of making you
feel like you're pushing the car hard, even when
you're not, but when you're actually pushing
the RF hard it never feels quite as composed, or
as immediate, as the Toyota.

This softness also means that the Mazda
struggles when you introduce undulations
or sudden bumps into the cornering process.
Where the Toyota absorbs a compression,
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leading to one body movement and then
regaining its composure, the Mazda tends
to bounce and skip. Bumps also cause a
shudder through the structure, even with the
roof in place — something the stiffer Toyota
shell handles with aplomb. With more grip,
the Mazda isn't going to sling you into the
undergrowth (though the significant weight
transfer could cause clammy palms when the
road is wet) but it all adds to the impression
that the RF enjoys a slightly gentler pace of life.
Which, given the Mazda’s ability to walk away
from the GT86 in a straight line (ves, really),
seems like a missed opportunity.

The RF is 39bhp down on the GT86, at
158bhp plays 197, and it has slightly less torque
too, producing 1471b ft to the Toyota’s 1511b ft.
But three things count in the Mazda's favour.
Firstly, its peak outputs are developed lower
down the rev-range than those of the Toyora -
considerably so in the case of torque, with the
GT86 starting to produce maximum twist just
600rpm shy of its power peak.

Secondly, Mazda's tireless efforts to cut
weight allow the RF to undercut the '86 by

nearly 200kg, despite the extra hardware
sitting on its rear deck. And finally, the MX-5s
2-litre in-line four is simply more enthusiastic
and punches through snappier gear ratios than
the GT86's Subaru-sourced boxer engine.

The Toyota's engine is responsive and fun
to wring out, shedding its industrial low-revs
chunter for an unusual flat-four note that has
the tone and pitch of an old Impreza but played
at 150 per cent speed. The gearbox is fantastic,
too, snapping precisely through the gate with as
little movement as the Mazda’s famously crisp
shift, despite a lever seemingly twice as long.
But unless you use all the revs, all of the time-a
frankly unrealistic scenario on public roads -
the Mazda’s meatier torque curve and stronger
traction sees it pull whole car-lengths on the exit
of every corner. The Toyota gains a little back
on the way into corners — it has fantastic brake
pedal feel and that confidence-inspiring turn-
in feedback — but across the Welsh countryside
the RF finds easy pace where the GTBb requires
maximum driver commitment.

Unsurprisingly, it's the Tovota that delivers
the biggest grins when you begin to play in the




‘The Toyota
gains on the way
into corners, but
the RF finds easy
pace where the
GT86 requires
maximum driver
commitment’

corners, thanks largely to its Teflon tyres. The
same body control that keeps it flat through
bends and resists movement over craggy tarmac
allows it to take an attitude sooner than the
Mazda. Ensure you're in a low gear, jump on the
power early, and the rear tyres carve a smooth,
progressive arc.

The quick, accurate steering makes it easy
to catch, too, just as it does with the Mazda,
though the car from Hiroshima always feels a
little scrappier than its compatriot from Gunma.
It takes a little more effort to loosen the RF's rear
axle, despite its broader powerband, and the
body roll seems to add a little more momentum
to every sideways movement, so you need to be
quicker with the steering,

The Toyota GT86 is the better sports car.
It struggles to match the MX-5 for pace but,
equally, it isn't a ‘slow’ car, and there’s great
pleasure to be had engaging with the drivetrain.
It also feels the bettermade product, puts
you in greater touch with the action and has

MAZDA MX-5 RF v TOYOTA GT86

a greater depth of ability, from its feedback
to its willingness to raise its game when you
raise yours,

The Mazda is a grower. Stay within the limits
of its chassis and it's a whole lot of fun to drive,
the exaggerated body movements giving it a
playful feel and the extra grip giving it higher
cross-country pace. It also looks great inside
and out, costs less to buy, averaged a remarkable
40mpg over the course of our test (10mpg more
than the Toyota) and, with its folding roof, will
appeal to some buyers in a way the coupe-only
GT86 cannot match.

Roof-down on a rare sunny day in north
Wales, the Mazda is an invigorating car, with
a punchier engine, rortier exhaust note and
theatrical body movements, but | suspect many
reading this will prefer the Toyota's precision,
composure and greater focus.

But if Mazda one day decides to make a tin-
top MX-5 with a stiffer structure and a firmer
chassis, that would be most refreshing of all. B

e SRR W

Left: cheap plastics, but
GT86 cockpit getsall the
impaortant stuff right.
Above: both 2-litre fours,
but Toyota's Subaru-
sourced ‘boxer’ (left) really
needs to be revved; Mazda
has punchier mid-range
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‘It’'s a
relatively
recent
passion
that has
swept like
wildfire
through
Richard’s
automotive
life’

Toprow: ATTED-tuned
R34 is Richard's most
extreme road-going
GT-R; B00bhp Bayside
Blue R34 is the most
powerful. Second row:
R32 looks standard, but
packs 680bhp; Richard
will drive this rear-drive
R32 inonly his second
year of racing. Bottom
row: 650bhp Factory
Hosaka GT-R is ‘very
useable’;, 600bhp R32
too good to turn down

EHIND THE SHUTTER

door of a rather nondescript

industrial unit, on just another

industrial estate somewhere in

England, is as fine an example of

automotive obsession as you're
likely to find anywhere. And it’s brilliant.

Heated, and complete with a sofa, kettle, hi-fi
system and ‘facilities’, this extraordinary man cave
also features GT-Rs. Lots and lots of Nissan Skyline
GT-Rs, squeezed into every last square millimetre
of space — overflowing, in fact, into additional
storage elsewhere.

Yes, Richard Wheeler really likes the original
all-wheel-drive, turbocharged Godzillas, It’s a
relatively recent passion of his that has swept like
wildfire through his automotive life, and today he's
going to attempt to explain how this all happened.
He'll do so in a calm, rational manner, albeitwitha
quiet, self-aware smile that says, Yes, I know this is
probably a bit crazy...'

The beginnings of Richards current GT-R
armada seemed entirely innocent. ‘T had a Skoda
Fabia vRS, which I modified and then traded in for
a Nissan R35 GT-R,’ he says. ‘I liked the R35, so |
then had another one, wrapped in yellow, that 1
kept for much longer. 1 did some modifications to
it and took it to trackdays. But I fancied something
more old-school, with a manual gearbox, so 1
bought my first R32 GT-R - a completely standard
car that I ran alongside a daily-driver Skoda Yeti. 1
upgraded the R35 to a new one, again, but found
I didn’t really need it = I had a sensible daily and a
weekend fun car in the Yeti and the R32. After four
months and 2000 miles, the B35 was sold. This
was 2014. Ground zero.’

Nothing unusual so far, granted, but Richard
was about to be bitten by a bug that has infected
many a GT-R owner: tuning. In the space of a vear,
the innocent, metallic red R32 he had bought went
from circa 320bhp to 600bhp (and subsequently
680), with braking, suspension and running-gear
upgrades to match, all while looking completely
standard from the outside. Having created
such a monster, it dawned on Richard that the
development process — although something he
really enjoved — may not be the most financially
expedient way to go about having a biblically
fast GT-R. As he says: ‘T wanted an R34 as well,
and realised it was better to look to Japan and to
cars already modified. Given it's the old chicken-
and-egg situation of either having the time to do
the work yourself but not the money, or having
the money and not the time, buying cars already
“done” was much more realistic for me.

S0 Richard bought a rare M-spec R34 GT-R in
gold. Brilliant - except he felt it was too good to
modify, so (by his own admission) foolishly he sold
it on. With R34 values rocketing in the past year, it
would be worth considerably more now.

SKYLINE ADDICTION

The next arrival was a Bayside Blue B34 (which
remains tucked-up in the garage during our visit).
It’'s the only car in Richard’s collection that retains
its standard 2.6-litre displacement, all the others
running 2.8-litre ‘stroker’ versions of the RB
straight-six. This is Richard’s Nismo car, all of its
tuning parts having been sourced from Nissan's
official motorsports arm. Some of them came with
the car, some have been added by Richard. While
an aggressive bonnet and front bumper suggest
the same kind of brutal power output as Richard’s
other GT-Rs, this is merely a Stage 1 car, and hence
has somewhere in the region of 400bhp.

‘It's such a nice car to drive,’ says Richard. ‘As it's
largely as Nissan intended, you can do anything
with it, including putting the kids in the back or
going to Tesco. You can drive it in all conditions; it’s
not too powerful, It's done more than 60,000 miles
and isn't even a V-spec car, but it's one of the nicest
GT-RsI've ever driven.

What happened next was driven by economics,
and could therefore be labelled entirely sensible
in terms of its logic. Realising it would be too
expensive to modify the Bayside R34 to the kind
of big power he'd got used to with the R32, Richard
decided he needed another R34 to scratch that
itch. ‘And that's basically when it all got completely
out of control,” he says with a wry grin.

The red R34 was the solution, and it's completely
outrageous. Built by Japanese tuning firm Autech
Tsukada (ATTEKD), it vanquished the epic Mine's
R34 to set the fastest time in the street-legal
time-attack class at the Tsukuba Circuit. Granted,
my only experience of the Mine’s GT-R has been
in pixelated form on Gran Turismo 4, but that's
enotigh for me to know it's no slouch. The red car
is a riot of carbonfibre — bonnet, roof and bootlid -
with carbon canards jutting from the front bumper,
enlarged front wings with venting on their rear
faces, and a GT500 wing that is easily the largest
aerodynamic device I've ever seen on a road car.
The spec list rolls on and on, but it's a beautifully
built thing - and it has around 650bhp.

‘T'll take it out for half an hour, bring it back, try
and calm down,” says Richard. ‘In this weather it'd
be backwards into someone’s front garden. It’s also
too noisy for trackdays.

At this point Richard’s reasoning descended
into numbers: if the Nismo was 50 per cent and
the ATTKD 100, then he needed a GT-R running
at 75 per cent or thereabouts. Enter the Tuning
Factory Hosaka GT-R (the white R34): ‘slightly less
outrageous’ than the red car, still with 650bhp and
aroll-cage, but with rear seats. A car useable on the
road, sort of. ‘Rational thinking,' says Richard.

However, it's entirely possible that Richard’s
buying habits had been noted by his favoured
importers, because soon after, on one expensive
night on Facebook, he was offered not one but two
more R34 GT-Rs. And he said ‘ves’.
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‘In the past
the R32
racer has
generally
won or
caught fire.
On one
occasion it
did both in
the same
race’

Fromtop: a key for
every (Skyline-shaped)
occasion; RK Tuning-
prepped R32 race
engine produces nearly
T00bhp: BOObhp R34
motor has just asingle
turbo; ATTKD R34 unit
good for 650bhp

The first was a single-turbo, 800bhp car, again
in Bayside Blue. It has a spec sheet of mind-
boggling length and complexity. Purchased in
the middle of 2016, it was effectively paid for by
Richard selling the McLaren 6505 Spider that
he'd owned for a short period that vear. ‘1 wasn't
quite sure about it at first,” says Richard of the
800bhp Skyline, ‘but when I drove it the car put
such a big smile on my face. The turbo kicks in
around 4500rpm, so you've then got 3000rpm of
your hair being on fire.

If the big-turbo blue car was the 110 per cent
GT-R, then the purple car is a torpedo through
this rather tenuous method of justification. It
was bought mainly on account of its colour — the
sought-after Midnight Purple. That it was a good
car and had 550bhp were both bonuses.

Then came another R32 GT-R, with around
430bhp, but that's not here today - it's about to
be sold. "That was the only one I've bought with
aview to selling on,’ says Richard. ‘Tt was a really
clean car at a good price, and [ was buying the
other two, so...’

A similar logic applies to a black R32, which
has around 600bhp and which was bought from
a UK owner after a huge amount of money had
been spent restoring and modifying it.

Finally, there’s a race car — an R32-based
machine built in the UK by RK Tuning. ‘It came
up for sale last year and I knew I couldn’t miss
the chance to buy it, says Richard. ‘But I also
knew I wasn't up to racing it in my first season.
5o I've been racing a Ford Fiesta ST and a Lotus
Elan, and will get out in the GT-R this year.

The car is probably as far as you can go with a
GT-R before it turns into a spaceframe silhouette
racer: rear-wheel drive, 1080kg, nearly 700bhp,
a driving position somewhere aft of the B-pillar.
‘In the past it has generally won or caught fire,
says Richard. ‘On one occasion it did both in the
same race.’ He's clearly in for an exciting season.

R34 prices in particular have risen sharply
over the past year, fuelled in part by massive
interest in the US ahead of the cars being eligible
for use over there when they reach 25 years of
age. For Richard, this is further justification for
his addiction: ‘Apart from the capital purchase,
the cars don't really cost anything, as what little
it takes to run them is more than offset by their
appreciation in value. When one of his cars put
on £10,000 during its boat journey over from
Japan alone, you can't really argue.

But surely there are now no more niches to
be filled, no more fractional spaces to tick off
in Richard’s collection. “Well, ves,” he says. ‘But
I did buy a Pearl White R34 V-spec 11 a couple of
days ago, so there is that one... It is a really nice
colour. And rare.

Here we go again, then. B3

Shortly after our visit, Richard bought a yellow
R34 GT-R.
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MOBIS PROVING GROUND
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Arjeplog, Sweden

DURING THE WINTER OF 1967, TWO

Opel engineers drove north from Germany, not

stopping until they'd covered almost the entire

ice-ravaged length of Sweden. They stopped at a
small town called Arvidsjaur, a few miles short of the Arctic
circle, and found lodgings at the Laponia hotel.

They had travelled north in search of extreme winter
conditions to test a new engine design, not thinking beyond
the length of their to-do list. They could never have imagined
that, every winter for the following 50 years and beyond,
the world’s car engineers would decamp to Arvidsjaur and
nearby Arjeplog to test their own new technologies.

Today, with 20 or so separate test facilities and a complete
infrastructure built up over five decades, the region is the
epicentre of the car industry’s winter testing activities. For
ten weeks each season, the population of Arjeplog triples
as 2000 engineers from 30 car manufacturers and as many
suppliers descend on the town.

Hyundai and Kia come each year, using a facility that
belongs to their major component supplier, Mobis. They
come to develop ABS and ESC systems, using snow-covered
tracks and circuits carved into frozen lakes. ‘We have to cover
these kinds of conditions,’ says Hyundai-Kia engineering boss
Albert Biermann. ‘The range we have to master, the different
levels of grip [...] that is not so easy for the chassis systems.’
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Being posted to the north of Sweden each winter to drive
prototypes on frozen lakes sounds like a plum assignment.
The bitterly cold weather and the long nights (in January the
sun sets just after lunch) plus the reality of being stuck in a
small town away from friends and family, however, mean it's
no holiday.

‘1 was first here in 1984 with the BMW 7-series. 1 had
heard about a frozen lake and I wanted to drive on it, recalls
Biermann. ‘I started slowly. Then after some time you try to
be Walter Rohrl. Eventually I was too enthusiastic and I span
the car 12 metres off the track and into the deep snow. It was
an hour of shovelling...

*Some of our guys are out here for eight weeks or so. |
think, after two weeks, being here can get boring.'

“You don’t want to do more than a couple of weeks at a
time,” confirms Jaguar Land Rover chassis engineer Mike
Hart. I know one guy who did eight weeks straight. He was
testing a car with three water-filled mannequins in it. He
called them all Dave. He said he didn't realise he was losing
his mind until he found himself in the children’s playground
in Arjeplog pushing them on the swings, laughing to himself.’

The Mobis facility was established in 2005, Its land circuirts
cover 3.3 hectares (one hectare being roughly the size of a
football pitch), while the lake circuits are spread over 163
hectares. The Hyundai-Kia group had 120 engineers in

Above: just a few
miles short of the
Arctic circle, vast test
facilities at Arjeplog
attract thousands of
enginesrs every year,
Above right: arather
different climate
awaits visitars to the
Mardd test centre in
southern ltaly



the area this season, 20 of them working directly on the
forthcoming Stinger GT performance car.

We've been following the Stinger GT since its unveiling
late last year, and Kia invited evo to test the car on the lake,
to explore its intriguing four-stage stability control system
on a vast 250-metre-radius steering pad.

There's so little grip on a frozen lake that any car will slide
around a little, even with the systems on, but by and large
the electronics keep the Kia in good shape. In Sport mode
it will slide around a little before the computers trigger the
brakes and kill the throttle to bring it back under control,
preventing it from spinning. Pressing the stability control
button once removes one more layer of electronic assistance,
The car will still use its brakes to try to keep itself in shape,
but now it won’t kill the throttle. It will spin in this mode, but
you can also hold neat powerslides.

The final stage is to turn the systems off, which really
means off. That turns the rear-wheel-drive Stinger GT into
one of the most controllable and entertaining oversteer
machines you can imagine — on this surface, at least.

There's every chance the crucial work that goes on in
northern Sweden each winter has at one time or another
saved your bacon. It just so happens that ice driving is
also enormously good fun... as long as you don't hang
around too long.

CAR TESTINGLOCATIONS.

NARDO TECHNICAL CENTER

Nardo, Italy

THE PISTA DI PROVA DI NARDO DELLA

T Fiat opened for business on 1 July 1975 and

quickly became a hot spot for serious vehicle

testing in a part of Italy not noted for much apart
from its largely unchanging sunny climate. Built by Fiat in
the southern region of Apulia, and kissing the coast of the
lonian Sea, the spacious facility was eventually bought by
Porsche Engineering in 2012 and renamed - rather less long-
windedly — the Nardod Technical Center.

It now boasts 20 tracks to cater for just about every
shakedown scenario imaginable, from extreme durability
to noise, vibration and harshness (NVH) to low-friction ice
simulations to near-death and actual death experiences for
tyres and suspension. There are even facilities for measuring
bodywork corrosion resistance,

Like the MIRA and Millbrook proving grounds in the UK,
the NTC is open to all vehicle makers, as well as Porsche
Engineering’s many customers and, of course, the Porsche
AG car division itself, though the corporate line is keen to
emphasise that it affords itself no preferential treatment. For
exclusive use, it has to book the time and stand in line. Nardd
is, after all, an important revenue stream for Porsche.

You have to take to a helicopter to fully appreciate just
how expansive Nardd's most famous circuit is. At 7.8 miles in
circumference and 2.5 miles in diameter, the constant-radius



CAR TESTING LOCATIONS

high-speed bowl looks much like you'd imagine the (admittedly
much larger) Large Hadron Collider would were it exposed to
the air, as it encircles not just most of the site’s other facilities
but also a large slice of the surrounding countryside. The banked
track has four lanes, each with its own ‘hands off’ speed where,
thanks to competing physical forces, the vehicle tracks true
without any need for steering input from the driver. In lane four,
the lane nearest the outer edge, this is a remarkable 149mph,
which makes the 100mph ‘hands off” speed on Millbrook’s much
smaller bowl seem, well, rather pathetic.

The Large Hadron Collider analogy isn't so fanciful, either.
If it's all about speed, the NTC's circular track is one of the few
places in Europe where 200mph-plus supercars can really be let
off the leash to see what happens at V-max hour after hour. It's
where the Volkswagen concept car, W12 Nardo, covered 4810
miles in 24 hours at an average speed of 200mph.

The 3.8-mile handling track, opened in 2006, is hardly less
exciting or challenging. It comprises 16 bends (nine left-handers
and seven rights), some modelled on the more celebrated of
the Mordschleife's, and one in particular = the ever-tightening,
downbhill left-hander at the end of the main straight, entered more
or less flat at around 180mph in a 918 Spyder - has to be among
the greatest ever, making Laguna Seca’s legendary Corkscrew
seem a walk in the park by comparison. Porsche ambassador and
superhand Walter Rohrl absolutely loves the rack.

But even that isn't NTC's principal lure. As it always has been,
it's the consistency of the sun and dry tarmac all year round,
assets that don't only mean stable and efficient testing conditions
on demand but also an ever-ready queue of Porsche personnel
willing to tough it out for the greater good. And Nardo seldom
disappoints. When it isn’t possible to test at the Niirburgring,
a more frequent occurrence than you might imagine, Nardd's
accommaodating climate provides the natural default location for
Porsche’s evaluation programmes. It's the same for Jaguar, Aston
Martin, Audi and Lamborghini. In fact, nearly all of Europe's car
makers have test facilities at the NTC.

And those facilities will expand in the coming years. The
high-speed bowl is being completely resurfaced to eradicate the
ostensibly minor lumps and bumps that are seriously amplified at
200mph or so. There will be new off-road tracks and dirt roads
emulating the worst Africa has to offer, too.

Perhaps the enduring appeal of Nardo is best summed up by
Bugatti’s head of chassis development, Florian Umbach: ‘T was
very impressed when I drove for the first time with our Bugarti
Veyron Super Sport over the big jump on the great handling
track, just facing the blue sky and the amazing view of the sea.’
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NURBURGRING

Germany

Production car lap record runs grab the headiines in the specialist press but
they're atiny percentage of the mileage that manufacturers rack up on exclusive
‘Industry Pool days at the Nirburgring Nordschleife, Why go there at all, you
might ask, given that there are virtually no places in the world where you can
drive flat out on an endless one-way road that twists like the Targa Florio?

Well, car makers like to speed up development to find out if systems and
components are robust, and the pace of the Nordschleife, combined with
its bumps and elevation changes, is reckoned to make each 12.9-mile lap the
equivalent of about 200 miles of normal read driving. If you've been there inyour
own car, you'll know that it is gently but insistently stressful, and that's why youl
see asmany vanila’ cars there as you do high-performance models.

LADOUX

France

Amang the many test tracks at Michelin's facility at Ladous, just narthof
Clermont-Ferrand in central France, is one of the finest wet handling circuits
we've tried and a simple yet remarkably revealing dry handling track. In
combination, they make assessment of a car's base handling characteristics
a20-minute job and offer excellent opportunities for fine-tuning a car's traction
and stability control systems,

Tucked away behind a scruffyindustrial estate, the vast Michelin facility
is by contrast as neat as a model railway, the approach toits mainentrance
viaa bowstring bridge over a section of the looping high-speed track. The wet
handling circuit i the big draw though, being wide, weir-fed - noneed for wipers
-andconcocted of such curves and cambers that you find yourself grappling
with lift-off oversteer without looking for it. It's where Richard Hammond
“learned" to drift in episode 13of The Grand Towr,




EHRA-LESSIEN

Germany

Ifyou want torunaroad car at very high speed —well aver 200mph - your options
are scant. Thebest place in the worldis Ehra-Lessien in Germany withits 8 7km (5.4-
mile) straights and long, banked links that permit a fast entry and exit. It sounds
tailor-made for the current era of 250mph-plus road cars but is, in fact, a Cold War
relic, built in what was a no-fly zone near the former East German border,

It's owned today by the Volkswagen Group - a fact that some reckon gives
the group's Bugatti brand an advantage over every other car maker who fancies a
popat the title of World's Fastest Production Car. It's one of the few places where
250mph-plus can be achieved - Nardd's huge bowl comes with an unhelpful
cornering load, while Papenburg innarth Germany has straights of ‘only’ 4km
{2.5miles) - and it's rare for other car makers to be granted access.

DEATH VALLEY

United States

Allcar makers have access to test cells that can reproduce the harshest of
environments, be they extreme heat, cold or humidity, but there’s nothing so
thorough as actually being there and driving the test car, which is why Death Valley
Mational Parkin Califormia, USA, is still one of the must-visit new-car development
destinations. Its searing heat tests everything on the car, from the obwvious such

as the engine cooling system and the capacity and functionality of the cabinair
conditioning, to the unexpected such as the glue sticking the rear-view mirror to
the windscreen. It's hottest in July and August, with average temperatures of 115-
NTdeg F (46-47deg C), which makesit atest of the engineers aswell as the cars, not
to mention the photographers who camp out to 'scoop’ the latest prototypes.
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BASI
INSTINCT

Three perfectly matched ‘entry-level’
supercars, but can any of them step out of
the shadow of their more esteemed siblings
— and which delivers the purest thrill?




AUDI R8 V10 v McLAREN 540C v PORSCHE 911 TURBO

HE McLAREN 540C, PORSCHE 911
Turbo and Audi R8 V10 all have well over
500bhp, sub-four-second 0-60mph times and show-
offy six-figure price tags, and vet each seems destined
to be perceived as the slower, cheaper and humbler
version. The one you buy when business has been slow,
or the divorce settlement particularly brutal.
It's all nonsense, of course, but when you've got
the 5705, 911 Turbo S and RS V10 Plus strutting about
in the sunnier corner of the showroom, each of these
three cars will only ever be marked down as the slightly
underachieving younger sibling. Imagine the deep-seated
feelings of inadequacy if they had hearts rather than
pistons, and brains instead of ECUs,
The thing about an inferiority complex, though, is that
it can either make a person bitter and anti-social, or it can
stir something primal deep within and drive them on to
successes far beyond the reach of their seemingly more
illustrious siblings. In the case of one of these second-tier
supercars, that'’s exactly what has happened. But that
won't decide the winner of this group test. The victor will
be the car that delivers the purest, most concentrated
driving thrill, because — as supercars — that’s what they
must do above all else,
For what might be the first time in an evo triple test,
every one of these cars produces exactly the same power:
533bhp. And their top speeds are all within a whisker of
each other. The McLaren tops out at 199mph, while the
Audi and Porsche plod along at 198mph. All three cost in Right: 540C willhave
the order of £125,000. vk ot ol e
McLaren Automotive might be the newcomer, but as mateh the renowned
a brand it already has more aspirational currency than everyday useability of
either Audi or Porsche. Appropriately, it’s the McLaren  the 91l Turbo. Below:
: 3 AR few things cover the
that feels the most exotic of the trio with its carbcrnﬁb_re quound faster thana
tub and hawkish styling. It helps, too, that the 540C sits Ty either, except
at the bottom of a very prestigious model range and is perhaps a Turbo5...




illuminated by the glow of the more expensive models as
a result, whereas the R8 and 911 sit somewhere near the
top of their manufacturers’ ranges and are tasked with
brightening the more mundane cars beneath them.

The 540C's engine is a 3.8-litre twin-turbo V8, which
revs beyond 8000rpm despite its forced induction. These
Sports Series McLarens are designed to be more useable
every day than Woking's more focused efforts, lowered
sills being one of several attempts to make the car less of a
hassle in daily use. Compared with its rivals, though, the
540C is still quite tricky to get into and out of.

The sculptural cabin looks good and the seating
position is absolutely superb — McLaren consistently does
this better than anybody else — but the information and
entertainment systems and minor controls just aren't as
intuitive as the R8s or 911%s. This might be the everyday
McLaren, but the German cars ask their drivers to make
far fewer allowances and concessions.

The least demanding car here in the day-to-day grind is
the Porsche, and by some margin. Those little rear seats
arent much use for anyone over the age of seven, but

they can be used as valuable storage space, whereas the
McLaren and Audi limit you to rather mean compartments
berween the front wheels. The 911 also has one of those, of
course, But that's just a small part of what makes the Turbo
so unfussy. It flops over speed bumps like a saloon car and
visibility from inside the cabin is as good as a hatchback’s.
It’s also quiet, you don’t worry so much about where you
leave it and it turns far fewer heads, or at least it would in
anything other than look-at-me yellow.

The 911 Turbo outsells the competition by an order
of magnitude precisely because it’s so easy to use as an
evervday car. Given that these slightly more affordable
variants are much more likely to be an only car than
the costlier models, themselves more often part of a
fleet, that everyday-useability is perhaps as important a
consideration as soundtrack or steering feel. The trade-off
is that for sense of occasion it's a rubbery pork chop in a
flat-roofed pub to the McLaren'’s filet mignon.

The 911 uses a 3.8-litre flat-six, also twin-turbocharged,
but it doesn't rev anywhere near as high as the McLaren's
V8. Instead, it's a torque monster, its 524lb ft from
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1950rpm somewhat showing up the 540C’s 3981b ft from
3500rpm. The Turbo is four-wheel drive, of course, and as
with the other two cars it has a twin-clutch gearbox.

The Audi R8 is one of the last remaining naturally
aspirated supercars, which is reason enough to throw petals
and blow kisses at it as though it’s some returning space
adventurer of the '60s. The 5.2-litre V10 is far and away the
most exciting engine of this lineup and with the same peak
torque output as the McLaren, albeit arriving 3000rpm
higher up the rev-range, it doesn’t give up a great deal in
terms of straight-line shove.

The R8 feels very wide and visibility is good but not great,
which means it doesn’t slip through town as effortlessly
as the Porsche. The two are distant cousins, both with the
weight of the world’s biggest car maker behind them, but
inside the cabin it's the RS that seems to have benefited more
from that vast R&D capability. Its cockpit is brilliant and the
systems all have the polish and slickness of an Apple product.
In just about every way vou interact with the RS, it feels so
completely modern,

We were pushing our luck coming to north Wales in the

‘You can either
wait a fraction
before pinning
the throttle, or
open it up early
and abruptly to
overwhelm the
rear tyres’

middle of winter but, a few spots of rain aside, the weather
is holding up. I'd chosen the McLaren for the long drive
from the office, I know very well that the other two would
have made no fuss whatsoever of the four-hour trek, but
while the long stint at its wheel has reminded me what a
brilliant little supercar the 540C is, it hasn't convinced me
that it's a consummate GT car. It's noisier than the others on
the motorway and the steering wheel fidgets constantly in
your hands. If you could somehow measure the aspects of
a car's behaviour that most fatigue a driver, both of those
things would be right at the top of the list. Far from finding
the McLaren’s chattery steering an annoyance, though, I
actually think it’s rather wonderful.

[ love how tactile it is. I adore cruising along at half-
pace down a gently winding road with an egg-shell finger-
tip touch on the perfectly sized steering wheel, feeling it
patter and tug, sensing the shape of the road beneath and
the cambers and the ruts as the rim twists lightly this way
and that. There's some strange, indefinable joy in feeling
connected to a machine, the interactions going back and
forth. The important point, [ think, is that you can enjoy that




Top right: 911 Turbo
does have a playful
side, though most
drivers will anly
discover it on track.
Aboveright:R&'s
infotainment and
minor controls feel
modern and easy to
use; the McLaren's kit
is less intuitive

sense of connection even at low speeds. The 540C is not a
car that needs to be slung from some great trebuchet before
it comes to life.

The Audi and the Porsche both steer very differently to the
McLaren (the Germans use electric power steering systems
to the Brit's hydraulic setup). This relates back to the RS,
and to a slightly lesser extent the 911, feeling oh-so modern.
In either car you can turn into a long corner and not feel a
single chirrup from the steering wheel. All white noise has
been digitally erased. There’s nothing, the steering wheel
completely still. Refined, sophisticated, modern. In the
analogue 540C that white noise is part of the track, a coarse
texture. Sandpaper to silk.

There are certain cars whose steering absolutely should
isolate you from the road surface the way the R8 and 911
do. Bur a supercar should dial vou right in, steering wheel
fidgeting away like a restless child. It's a perfect example of
automotive technology moving both forwards and back. The
MecLaren communicates beautifully through its steering;
the Audi and Porsche do not. And so, in an effort to feel
connected, you start to drive faster,

AUDI R8 V10 v McLAREN 540C v PORSCHE 911 TURBO

The 911 Turbo is the most upright car of three, but when
you start to hurry it along a winding road it responds with
the immediacy and control of a more conventional low-
slung supercar. There is a fraction of lightness to the front
end, but it doesn't need to be managed in any way and the
front axle finds just about as much turn-in bite as either of
the mid-engined cars. The Turbo isn't a pure point-and-
squirt machine because you can brake deep and late to play
with its balance, using the great mass hung out behind the
rear axle to get the car to swing into a corner, and all within
the constraints of the stability control. And then, away from
a corner, you can either wait a fraction before pinning the
throttle so that the car squats and fires itself forward, oropen
it up early and abruptly to overwhelm the rear tyres and get
the thing sliding ever so slightly.

The Porsche will respond if yvou give it the right commands,
but it’s a very narrow window. What's frustrating is thar
the 911 Turbo does have this broad, expansive window of
adjustability and playfulness, this strata in which you can
make it dance around like a rally car, but it's just a little
bevond the reach of what's acceptable on the public road.
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Strange as it may seem, the Turbo - the road-biased six-
figure 911 —is actually a lot more fun on track.

A lot has been written about characterless modern
turbocharged engines, not least in this magazine, but the
911 Turbo is excused from most of it. For one thing, the Turbo
has always been turbocharged, so we aren't dealing with a
forced induction engine that's replaced some wonderful
naturally aspirated, high-revving motor (think new 911
Carrera). And, for another, Porsche’s engineers have allowed
the Turbo to actually feel turbocharged - huge boost, a real
rush of energy all the way to the red line - rather than trying
to give it the linearity of an atmospheric engine. It all means
the 911’s power unit is characterful and fun, as much a part
of its overall make-up as the R8s screaming V10,

And my word does it thump the car down the road. For
that shocking, dislocating sense of acceleration, nothing
swings like a 911 Turbo at this money. Not even the Turbo §
feels any more brutal in a straight line. The PDK gearbox is
instantaneous and responsive, too, which means the delays
as upshifts slot in can scarcely be measured.

The Porsche is spectacularly quick on the road and that
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savage acceleration never grows old, but the truth is the
Turbo isn't the most rewarding or engaging car to drive
quickly. You find yourself chasing it ever harder just to try
and wake it up. That touch of aloofness is the counterpoint
to its peerless everyday useability.

There is more to enjoy about the RS at medium speeds —
that mighty engine for one thing —and, like the 911, it draws
you into driving it faster and faster. But whereas the Porsche
goads you on and delivers only a little in reply, the Audi
really does come to life.

In this specification it's the only car here with fixed-rate
dampers (adaptive dampers are an optional extra) and
that does give it a slightly tauter ride than its rivals. This
translates to excellent control and stability on a faster road,
though, and with a little more wheel travel and slightly
plusher tyre sidewalls on those 19-inch wheels, the car does
squirm about a touch more than the V10 Plus model, which
needs to be hustled before its chassis comes to life.

This test car has the much-maligned Dynamic Steering
system, which does nothing to make the helm any more
intuitive, The truth, though, is that the standard steering

Above: fudi's V10 is
simply mighty, but
we found ourselves
hankering after the
602bhp Plus, Above
right: 91 Turba s the
easiest tojumpinand
drive (very quickly)
but, as with the Audi,
its steering lacks feel



system isn't really any better: a vague and slightly woolly
rack that still takes time to develop any confidence in.

At speed, the RS feels as though it has wide tracks and a
short wheelbase, so it gives the impression of being square.
It snaps into corners immediately and with no inertia. You
have to edge up to its limits, though, rather than sensing
them instinctively, but that doesn't take long. It has balance,
too, so you feel both axles working equally hard in corners.
It’s not the most communicative or readable car here, but in
time you get close to drawing every ounce of pace from it,
corner after corner.

The gearbox is more responsive even than the Porsche’s
and the V10 the most thrilling engine here, although without
the optional sports exhaust the soundtrack is just a little
flatter than it might be. And, wonderful as this engine is, it
just isn't as intoxicating as the 602bhp version that powers
the V10 Plus. The red line comes in a little eardier and with
every upshift you wish ever harder that you had the really hot
motor behind you. The R8 V10 will always play a supporting
role to the R8 V10 Plus.

The 540C not only steers better than its rivals; in just about

every meaningful ride and handling discipline it leads the
way. It's the most enjoyable at lower speeds but also the most
engaging and exciting with more commitment. You point it
inch-perfectly into a bend, sense the chassis sit down and
bite into the corner and, for an instant, you feel beautifully
suspended between the two axles.

The 911 and RS have a traction advantage, but I think the
540C is ultimately faster down a dry road because you can
exploir all of its cornering and braking ability more of the
time. You're never left guessing or holding your breath and
hoping. It backs up thart predictability with massive grip and
body control, and such fluid pliancy over bumps.

Switching the car into its Dynamic stability control
setting soon becomes part of the start-up procedure. With
the systems fully on, you can feel the car being restrained at
every corner exit, as though being dragged backwards, but
the Dynamic mode just releases it a little.

What lets the McLaren down most is its engine. This is the
least convincing version of the 3.8-litre V8 so far. It needs
3000rpm before it starts to work and only above 5000rpm do
you get the immediacy of response that you need to balance
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the car on the throttle away from an apex. Out
of very tight corners you find yourself with the
throttle wide open, just waiting for something
to happen, even down in second gear.

Crucially, that's not a frustration you often
feel in the more responsive 5705, Rather like the
R8, then, the cheaper, lower-powered version is
shown up to be exactly that by its engine. And
just as the R8 gazes up towards its more potent
V10 Plus sibling, the 540C will always exist in
the shadow of the 570S.

The 911 Turbo, then, is the only car here
that makes its more expensive brother seem
unnecessary. But, as we stated at the outset,
that isn't going to be enough to earn it the group
test victory. Instead, that honour goes to the car
that excites more than its rivals both at low and
medium speeds and also when you're hanging it
over the edge. That honour goes to the only car
here that truly makes you feel connected. It goes
to the McLaren 540C.

108 www.evo.co.uk

Audi
REVIO

Engine V10, 5204cc

Power 533bhp @ 7800rpm

Torque 39610 ft @ 6500mm
Transmission Seven-speed S-tronic
dual-clutch, four-wheel drive, TV

Front suspension Double wishbones,

coil springs, dampers

Rear suspension Double wishbones,
coil springs, dampers

Brakes Ventilated ‘wave discs,
365mm front, 356mm rear
Wheels 8.5 x 19in front,

1 x19in rear

Tyres 245/35 R19 front,
F95/35R19 rear

Weight 1595kg
Power-to-weight 3400hp/ton
0-62mph 3.55ec (claimed)
Top speed 198mph (claimed)
Basic price £12¢ 450

evo rating J s

McLaren
540C

Engine V&, 3700cc, twin-turbo
Power 533ohp @ 7500rpm

Torque 3%81b ft @ 3500-6500rpm
Transmission Seven-spead dual-
clutch, rear-wheel drive, Brake Steer

Front suspension Doubls wishboneas,

coil springs, adaptive dampers

Rear suspension Double wishbones,
coil springs, adaptive dampers
Brakes Ventilated discs,

394mm frant, 380mm rear

Wheels & x 19in front,

10 % 20in rear

Tyres 225/35 R19 front,

285/35 R20 rear

Weight (dry) 130kg
Power-to-weight (dry) 413bhp/ton
0-62mph 3 5sec (claimed)

Top speed 199mph (claimed)

Basic price £126,000

evo rating s % &k

Porsche
91 Turbo

Engine Flat-six, 3800cc, twin-turbo
Power 533bhp @ 6400rpm

Torque 5240b ft @ 1950-4000rpm
Transmission Seven-spead dual-
clutch, four-wheel drive, FTV

Front suspension MzcPharson struts,
coil springs, adaptive dampers
Rear suspension Multi-link, coil
springs, adaptive dampers

Brakes Yentilated discs,

380mm front and rear

Wheels 9 x 20in front,

1.5 % 20in rear

Tyres 245/35 R20 front,

305430 RB20 rear

Weight 1585kg

Power-to-weight 340bhp/ton
0-62mph 3.0sec (claimed)

Top speed 198mph (claimed)
Basic price £126975

evo rating % % % % %
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DRIVE YOURSELF ON THE BEST FORMULA ONE CIRCUIT IN THE WORLD

RSRSpa Premium Trackdays give you the
2017 Calendar opportunity to experience the stunning
- Spa-Francorchamps the way it's supposed to
1. Tue 25. Apr’ll 2017 be! Our days are high quality, limited entry
events, with the priority on safe, enjoyable track

2. Wed 17. May 2017 el L o R U 22

time for each and every user.
3. Wed 7. June 2017 * The best way to safely experience your own
car on track.
4. Tue 20. June 2017 (107dB) . gtrict, mandatory safety briefing for all
drivers.
5. Thu 20. JLJ|}/ 20707 * Trackday starts with a detailed track walk,
led by Ron Simons.
6. Wed ©. September 2000 * Open Pit Lane format with no sessions.
» Limited entries for a better quality track

7. Thu 28. September 2017 experience.

= Slick tyres and race cars allowed.

S Fri 13. October 2017 « Free overtaking rules, with sportsman-like
behaviour encouraged.
O. Sat 4. November 2017 = All day catering and lunch included.
* Private pit boxes available with setup
@:‘ www.RSRSpa.com possible on the previous evening.
Contact us and Book Today on our website:
G' RSRSpa on Facebook www.RSRSpa.com/book
RSRSpa Driving Academy
. RS RS PA Route du Circuit 16, 4970 Francorchamps, BELGIUM
ll[w DRIVI NGACADEMY Tel.: +32 8727 5116 | Tel. (A/H): +32 471 78 38 39

www.RSRSpa.com | sales@RSRSpa.com
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“Focus and purity”

* Just sublime™

AUTOCAR

“Lotus at its
very best"

“Absolutely
brilliant”

PURE SUPERCAR
LOTUS EVORA SPORT 410

The new, class-leading Lotus Evora Sport 410 is massively lighter, has more power
and greater aerodynamic efficiency, so with a 0-60 mph time of 3.9 secs and a top
speed of 190 mph, this new generation of Evora is a pure-bred supercar.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DEALER OR VISIT LOTUSCARS.COM

BALLYROBERTS HEXAGON LOTUS MURRAY LOTUS STRATTON MOTOR COMPANY
Belfast, BT34 4X5 North London, N2 ONL Edinburgh, EH11 4DJ Norfolk, NR15 2XJ

BELL & COLVILL (HORSLEY) LTD HOWARDS LOTUS NEWTOWN LOTUS WESTOVER SPORTS CARS
Surrey, KT24 6DG Weston-Super-Mare, BS23 3PT Gwent, NP44 10X Dorset, BH15 1JF

CASTLE LOTUS HOFMANNS OAKMERE LOTUS WILLIAMS LOTUS

Stansted, CM23 5PJ Oxfordshire, RG9 THG Cheshire, CW9 7TNA Bristol, BS37 6QG

CENTRAL LOTUS JCT&00 LOTUS SNOWS LOTUS HEDGE END

Nottingham, NG2 4DP Leeds, LS19 7DA Southampton, SO30 2RA

DAVID HAYTON LOTUS LOTUS SILYERSTONE STONEACRE LOTUS

Carlisle, CA3 DEW MNorthamptonshire, NN12 8TN Durham, DH7 8AB

nfLDtUSCars "] @GrouplLotusPlc (&) @GrouplotusPlc meupLutugF‘lc ) GroupLotus

FUEL CONSUMPTION Lotus Sport 410 (mpg* [l/100 km]) Urban 20.8 (13.6), Extra Urban 39.8 (7.1],
Combined 29.1 (9.7), CO2 emissions 230 g/km.

*Performance resulls may vary depending upon the specification of the particular vehicle, environmental conditions, driving style and other factors. MPG figures are obtained from
laboratory testing and intended for comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. Published MPG figures and performance results are intended for comparisons between
vehicles only. Verification of performance results should not be attempted on public roads . Lotus recommends that all local speed and safety laws must be obeyed and safety belts worn at all times.
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LIOG H T % E IUG H T Second to none for involvement and with
fantastic residuals, these skin-and-bone
BRITISH Brit hits couldn’t be more evo
SPO RTS CAR by Adam Towler

oS

OST OF US HAVE FE 1
compulsfin to buy a ‘real’ sp@ 5 cal
some time or other. Whether yOIises

hot hatches, rally specials or powerful GTs, thell
something simple, low, rear-driven and fast temaing
strong. Moreover, the thought of a lightwe
hardcore sports car, typically of the low-vol !
British variety, takes that notian even further: it
takes - and shows - cﬂmmir_mr;*li, and 18 decision
that puts driver appeal at the top of the prioritylist.
So, what are the options if you want to make that
step into something more extreme? Let’s begin with
the ubiguitous Caterham Seven. You may, choose
to buy new or used, and if it's the latter thége's a >

www.evo.co.uk T



bewildering array of models to
choose from, built over successive
decades. However, one obvious
constant is that Sevens appear to be
static in terms of price: regardless of
age, there are few genuine Caterham
Sevens to be seen under £12k, with
most examples built in the last 20
years and to a decent specification
commanding at least £15k.

Andy Noble of Sevens and
Classics (sevensandelassics.com)
says: “The majority of Sevens we sell
are between £18,000 and £26,000, If
you were to keep the car three years,
and not put too many miles on it, it'd
probably be worth the same sort of
money when you sold it. In terms of
running costs they're perhaps the
cheapest sporis car you'll ever buy:
a service should be £220 a wyear,
and insurance probably only £250.
They're so light on brakes, clutches
and tyres. If you're going to use the
car on track a lot then a limited-
slip differential and a six-speed

M2 www.evo.co.uk

gearbox are a good idea. If you're just
pootling around country lanes then
a car without an LSD and with a five-
speed "box is fine.”

Even something as exotic as the
old Rover K-series-powered R500 is
available for around £25,000, and
while it has a reputation for being
highly strung, as long as you keep oil
and water in it you should get 25,000
miles between rebuilds.

There is, of course, a complete
range of new Caterhams available,
and here too there are plenty of
options - see Expert View.

Strong  residuals are  also
associated with the Ariel Atom, a
car now firmly established as the
great Seven alternative. With its
largely open ‘body’, the Atom is
even less practical in a real-world
sense than the Seven, so really is
just a weekend toy. That's just one
factor that makes an Atom purchase
a really personal thing. Another is
the buyers relationship with Ariel.

‘You need to be
comfortable tying up
equity in something
that you may not see
or use very often’

The company sees a lot of its cars back
for servicing, and sells many of them
on in the used market. In most cases,
a dialogue with the factory is part of
the experience,

‘We always say to come down and
see us, take one out for a drive,” says
Tom Siebert at Ariel. "We also try
to ascertain what the customer is
looking for, and the spec will vary a
lot between a Sunday-morning driver
and a committed trackday-goer. |
suppose 20 per cent will use their cars
on the road, with up to ten trackdays

a year. So we'll try to tailor the car
to them, and their budget - if they
overspend they'll end up resenting
that much money sat in the garage.'

That last point is applicable to
all of these cars: you need to be
comfortable tying up equity in
something that you may not see or use
very often, particularly through the
winter months.

At the far end of the scale is
something like the Radical SR3 (see
Expert View). Although the company
does make the incredibly fast RXC for
the road, the little SR3 - a shrunken
LMP car with a frenzied motorbike
engine — is these days solely offered
in track-only form. Radical has
built more than 1100 SR3s since
production began in 2002, and vou
only need to take one look at it to
know this is a level of performance
way beyond most road cars, even if
the base model only has 1340ce. You
may end up blitzing trackdays, then
looking to racing. Giventhe SR3 starts



at £63,000, this is obviously a very
different introduction to competition
than something such asthe Caterham
Academy, but strong residuals
underpin it all, with used SR3s siill
commanding £40,000-50,000.

One manufacturer that takes that
modern racing vibe and puts it on the
road is Lotus, with its Lotus 2-Eleven
and 3-Eleven. The latwer, with its
E82k starting price new, is probably
a bit too pricey for here, but its much
more affordable predecessor also
combines the extreme personality of
a windscreenless track car with the
security of the Lotus chassis tub and

polished dynamics that have a knack
of making it feel more friendly than it
has any right to be.

‘These are a great buy, says Jamie
Matthews of Bell & Colvill. “The
Toyota engine is tried and tested,
and it's a cheap car to keep going on
the track. Don't be put off by loads
of owners on the V5 as they're really
a toy, but it's a shame when owners
service the car themselves = a good
history is still important.

*You'll need £35,000-40,000 for
one. They've been that way for a
while now, and prices have started to
creep up over the past year.'

SUMMARY

ANALYSIS

FOUR TO BUY

Whether you're after something
to take for a quick blast on your
favourite roads on a Sunday morning,
or looking for the first rung on a
racing career, there’s still no real
substitute for a lightweight British
sports car. Apart from budget, the key
thing is to define what you're going
to use the car for, Try a few different
options, buy the right car, and you
can feel secure in the knowledge that
depreciation isn't going to bite,

EXPERT VIEW

Clockwise from left:
Radical SR3 gives anear
race-car experience;
2-Elevenhas lots of
that Lotus magic;
Caterham’s Seven
remains the benchmark
lightweight; Arigl's Atom
takes stripped-out to
the extreme

JOSH DORAN

Radical Cars

‘The SR3 is our most diverse
car. You can use it just for
trackdays or do a complete
race seriesinit. We get
lots of people buying one
for trackdays, then after

a couple of seasons they
look further afield and get
into racing with it. The cars
can be driven by anyane
who's competent, but
there's loads of room for
developing your skills.

‘At Radical we can do
everything from simply
supplying the car to
arranging a customer’s
ARDS test, getting their kit
and running the car for the
year for them = it takes the
hassle out of racing. The
standard car uses a 1340cc

engine but most upgrade to
the 1500cc car at £69,650,
and that's the one used

for racing. There are loads
of optians, but most we'd
only advise you to go for

if you're racing - data-
logging, for example.

“We have a parts store
anline and a spares truck at
every race, Brake discs will
do a full season and brake
pads three or four races or
trackdays. We also offer a
warranty with our engine
builds, which requires
they're rebuilt every 40
hours or 12 months. That
costs £3500-4500, but you
can even send us the data
after you run the car so we
can check all is well”

DAVE RIDLEY

CCO, Caterham Cars

‘People come to our
showrooms saying. ~1 have
a 400bhp Impreza; | need
a 250bhp Caterham.” But
our cars have performance
through lightness, and not
everybody needs that much
power - an Academy car
only has 125bhp but there
are few things quicker on a
trackday,

‘The spec of the car is
all about how you intend to
useit, whichis why we now
offer the 5 and R packs,
for road and track use
respectively. On the used
market no two cars are the
same. There is currently a
nine- or ten-month lead-
time on new orders, 5o a lot
of people are buying a used

one on an agreed buy-back
value while they wait for
their new one.

‘It's the same with the
Academy: 40 out of the 56
cars for the 2018 season are
already sold, and some are
buying older Academy cars
to test this year ahead of
getting their championship
car for next seasom, All of
that is due to the residual
values of the cars.

If you want to build the
car yourself, we'll talk you
through that and advise
what you'll need. You can
even hire one from us
for £175 to get an idea of
whether it's right for you.
If you do buy a car, we’ll
refund you that amount.”

2004 CATERHAM SEVEN
SUPERSPORT 200

£21,995

Thiscar hashadamechanicalupgrade to

full R&00 spec, including the 200bhp VHPD
Rover K-series engine with dry sump,a
six-speed gearbon, limited-slipdiff adjustabla
suspensionand biggar brakes. Finishedin
Porsche Viper Green, it's areally striking car,

SEVENSANDCLASSICS.COM

2009 ARIEL ATOM 3 310
£39,950

Asupercharged Atom, oniginally to 300 spec but
upgraded to a310in 2003, Ithas a Quaife LSD,
adiustable suspension and Alcon brakes front
and rear. Finished witha gunmetal frame, yellow
panels and magnesiumwheals, it s only done
6650 milas from new.

ARIELMOTORCOUUK/USED

2015 RADICAL SR3 RSX

£55,700

ThisSR3has a1500cc RPE-Suzuki engine
fitted, along with a preurnatic paddie-
operated gearshift, RSX bodywark with lights,
280mm floating brake discs, Intrax dampers,
airjacks and arace-ogger dash. Just 17 hours
wsage fromnew.

UK RADICALSPORTSCARS COM/APPROVEDUSED

=
. - @

2010 LOTUS 2-ELEVEN
£44,995

Mot registered until 2016, thisis effectively a
brand-new 2-Elevenwithjust 16 miles onthe
clock. Rnished inwhite, with aGT4 roll-cage
and forged wheels, it has thenaturally
aspirated Toyota engine and s road-legal.

HEXAGONCLASSICS.COM
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] pain, much better to not have to. Best of all though wear and' :

S ===

o Protect yourself from the Astermd Belt
' Generatmn 2 Self Heanng Protecilon has Arnved

: Hawng brought the first Generatmn of Salf Heallng Film to the
UK two years ago, our Technicians have ‘added. the latest _
~ Second Generation: self healmg Protective technulogy to 1:;zur
Inventory el _ o i
_In your intergalactic travels protecting yourself from those -
micro meteor impacts has he’?er been more important. We all -
- know respraying your ship in some far off location is a bit of a

- tear from scratches .picked - up in your travels is very
dISGDnGEﬂIng to the Locals; abductions go much easier when
you haue a scratch free shlny ship when visiting Earth

For the best palnt prutectlu_n in the Galaxy drnp in to planet
earth and contact our specialists on {}"1?33 390777, or fire up
the Intergalactic net and warp to www. pamtshield co.uk and -

‘they will. get you protected and on your way in next to no tlme :
(theury of relatlmty applies). :

Paintshield Ltd - Unit 4 - Morley Court - Morley Way - P
, 801733 390777 - f: 01733 390778 - web: www.paintshield.co.L
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CARS

by Adam Towler

RENAULT SPORT MEGANE 250

DIVERSE TRIO OF ‘EVO' CHOICES
around the £10,000 mark this month, with

a hot hatch, a mid-engined sports car and a
turbocharged coupe on offer.

The Renault Sport Mégane has been our hot
hatch favourite for many a vear, and while this
sort of budget will probably mean the earlier ‘250°
model, there is very little to choose between it and
the slightly more powerful later versions.

Meanwhile, the original Porsche Boxster may
well be a ubiquitous choice, but in § guise it is still

PORSCHE BOXSTER S (986)

Market

a fantastic sports car with all the performance
anyone realistically needs on the road. These are
surely about as cheap as they're ever going to get,
with the majority of the poor examples now out of
the market.

Finally we have the E92 BMW 335i: not quite a
junior M3, but quick, understated and very useable.
At this money it'll be a car with the earlier and
sometimes troublesome 'N54" twin-turbo engine,
as opposed to the later single-turbo ‘N5, so
homework is required.

BMW 335i M SPORT (E92)

SPECIFICATIONS SPECIFICATIONS SPECIFICATIONS
Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1998ce, turbo Engine Flat-six, 3178cc Engine In-line 6, 2979¢ce, twin-tucbo
Power  2i7bhp & 5500cpm Powee  25fbhp G 6200cpn Power W2bhp & 5800cpm
Torque 2511b £t @ 3000cpm Terque 2291bft @ 4600cpm Torque 2951b £t @ 1300-50000pm
Weight 1387kg [181bhpston) Weight 1320kg [197bhp/ton) Weight 1525q [201bhpston]
0-G2mph B.1sec [claimed) 0-G2mph 5.7sec [claimed) 0-G2mph 5.6sec [claimed)
Top speed  156mph [cladmed) Top speed  164aph [claimed) Top speed  155mph [limited)
On sale 2008-2012 On sale 1999-2004 On sale 2006-2012
evo cating ke kedr evo cating  Jedk ek evo rating A
EXAMPLE EXAMPLE EXAMPLE
2010 £10,990 ashteadmotortrading.co.uk 2003 £8995 performancecarcompany.com 2007 £10,995 kiteley-motors.co.uk
A53,000-mile car instriking R A late, facelifted 986 in Seal An M Sport coupe with the auto
Liquid Yellow and benefitting T Grey witha black leather interior, gearbox and 69,000 miles on
from the optional Cup chassis. . including heated seats. Hasa the clock. Lengthy spec includes
Just had a new cambelt, water full service history documenting metallic black paint, Dakota
pumpand brakes. its 68,000 miles. (red) leather and 1%in wheels.

BUYING ADVICE

*Lowver hub swivel joints start to creak and get play, soif
the car tramlines alot on a test drive it could well be this.
Renault will only supply the complete hub, but we can
repair themn. The track rods canwear, causing wandering
on the road, as do the anti-rotational links that join the
hub to the wishbone - these will knock if worn. Make sure
the clutch doesn't slip and that the synchrointo third gear
doesn't crunch, If the car pulls to one side under braking

it may well be the pad stuck in the caliper. Alsocheck the
cambelt change history on the car, and be mindful that the
scuttle can fill up with water if the drain holes are blocked.
This then spills onto the ABS madule and rotsit.

Dave Slater, Aarons Autos

BUYING ADVICE

‘The radiatorsin the front of the car rot, and we're now
finding brake pipes and exhaust heat shields are corroding
and need replacing - there are four exhaust heat shields,
andyou'l sometimes hear themrattle on start-up.

The suspension and brakes are generally good, and the
engines aren't anywhere near as bad as people will tell you:
intermediate-shaft bearingissues are veryrare. Apart from
changing some water pumps and dual-mass flywhesls
the engines are generally good. The roof can sometimes
break at the little plastic ball joints between the frame and
the motar, but they're anly £25each and easy tofix - itsa
failsafe on the mechanism.

Mike Chare, Zuffenhaus

BUYING ADVICE

‘Intermally leaking fuel injectors area common failure, and
are expensive to replace. Youcan't replace just one, either,
The electric water purmp fails, leading to reduced power
and coolant loss — the fan will stay on constantly if this
has happened. The turbo wastegates can ratthe, which
mast people just try to live with as replacing the turbos is
very expensive. We see a lot of perished and wornvacuurm
hoses and leaky pressure converters, which affects
performance, and there's also the high-pressure fuel pump
issue: a tell-tabe sign if its worn is a longer cranking time on
starting. Womn bushes are also commeon, and look for rear
tyre wear on the inside edges. Goin with your eyes open.

Steve Buck, AIBN
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Market

evo reader James Kelly's
stunning roster of cars

1986  Renault 5TL (1985)

1990 Renault 5 Gordini Turbo (1983)
1994 Vauxhall Nova GTE (1988)

200 Porsche Boxster S (986) (2001)
2003  Porsche Boxster S (986) (2003)

2004 Porsche Boxster S 550 Spyder (2004)
2005  Renault 5 Turbo 2 (Maxireplica) (1985)

2006 MG Metro 6R4 (1986)

2010 EMW M3 (E36) (1995)

EADER JAMES KELLY'S CAR HISTORY
R contains a fabulous breadth of models, and

with Renault Sport and Porsche featuring
heavily in the list, there’s no shortage of evocentric
drivers’ cars in this back catalogue.

James's love for Renaults can be traced back to
his first car, a 5 TL, owned when his friends drove
rear-drive Ford Escorts. An incident with a squirrel
during a high-speed drive down a Welsh forest
track saw the end of that car, but the silver lining
was surely its 5 Gordini Turbo replacement.

The Porsche contingent consists of a trio of first
generation Boxsters - including a rare 550 Spyder
50th Anniversary Edition — plus a much-loved (and
missed) 993 Turbe.

A Metro 6R4 and an R32 Nissan Skyline GT-R
also stand out, but it’s the inclusion of two 55 (one
front-engined, one mid), a Clio Cup and a very
special Mégane on his present fleet that marks
James out as a gold-star Renault addict. Rather
unsurprisingly, he reflects that he has a ‘good
relationship’ with Renault UK.

Porsche 911 Turbo (993)
‘To me, Porsche is the best car manufacturer there
is. | love everything about Iit, apart from its dealer

1 1
piobi skl Adtcih i niodicimth ekl s network! The 993 was a special car, Mine was a low-

Tour de Corse (1985) mileage example that took two years to find; silver with
ared interior and only 25,000 miles. Sadly, a business
acquisition and a banking climate not willing to lend
money forced its sale. | was gutted, even though It sold
for £13k more than | paid for it.”

2015 Renault 5 Le Car 2 Turbo (1984)
2015 Nissan Skyline GT-R V-spec Il (R32) (1994)
2016 Renault Sport Mégane R26.R (2009)

tUD)

BEMW M2

‘I think the M2 represents what almost
all of us want from a drivers’ car in this
age of automatic gearboxes and such,
It's a totally modern car, but with a
manual gearbox - at |east in mine -
pushing power to the back wheels and
all wrapped up in a compact shape,
It's no surprise to me that BMW was
overwhelmed with orders,

Renault 5 Turbo 2 Tour de Corse
‘I'm a great fan of all things Group B,
hence this is my second mid-engined
RS and why I've also owned a Metro
6R4. The RS is a thoroughbred from

a time when the driver was totally
connected to the machine. This is by
far the most expensive car | own, and
because of that, it may have to go up
for sale in a little while to help fund a
house move. Qbviously, I'm looking to
find a way of not selling

‘| had hoped to secure a

Clio RS16 and was very
disappointed when Renault
announced this car wasn't
going to make it to market.
However, a couple of months
ago | was loaned a Focus RS
for the weekend by Ford, |
massively enjoyed my time
with the car and liked almost
every aspect of it, It's now a
car very much on my radar.’

Email your buying journey to eds@evo.co.uk

M6 www.evo.couk
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READERS OFFER

Are you up for a challenge EVO readers?
..Yes?

Join us for four fantastic fun packed days in France this May.

® Checkpoint 1 - 24th May - 955 mise:

Dower to Grasse to a fabulous hotel 4* overlooking the Cote DXAzur.

L] ChEckaint 2 - 25th Mﬂ}l‘ - 95 miles
Grasse to Monaco to watch the Formula 1 practice from a grandstand seat, after the racing is over we're heading back to our 4*
hotel in Grasse for a Gala dinner and a relaxing evening with a few cocktails by the pool.

o Checkpoint 3 - 26th May - 545 maes
Grasse to Beaujolals to a stunning Chateaux with another Gala dinner with wine in the grounds of the medieval Relais du Silence
Chateau, renowned for its fabulous culsine.

# Checkpoint 4 - 27th May - 455 mies
After excellent French Breakfast it's time for our very own Beaujolais Run back to Le Touquet to Celebrate your 2000 mile dash!

That's three nights, two amazing hotels and 2000 road miles on some of the very best autoroutes in Europe; add to
that the Formula 1 practice and we think you will be amazed!

Are you, your co-driver and car up to the GOBSTOPPER 2000 challenge?

Entry is £999 per driver in a medium sized car with two people sharing a room and Le Shuttle. Price includes all Breakfasts with hotel
rooms, two unreserved grandstand seats in Monaco, three course meals on two Gala nights with cocktail and/or wine included.
Over 185 only please. This event runs alongside Monte Carlo or Bust Rally France 2017 - EVO readers offer 2017.

All mileages are approximate. Trophies for best turned out car and drivers, first to arrive and check into hotel each day, and overall
best results gets the GOBSTOPPER TROPHY... TO KEEP!

Al cars welcome But marks will alio be swarded Tor fuel, speed Jnd oversll acancemy.
Cirigle room supplement £444, extra person in 2 drivers car £899 & for 3 lange car pheass ask. Soary novans of minkbues

BOOKING NOW
Oddball Events FOR THIS NOVEMBER

Seize the chance to join us on the

Get in touch today to secure your spot - W*W i
Call us on 07593 634 605 - oddballeventsitd@gmail.com g ; : ,ﬂ {;; 7;{7
www.OddballEventsLtd.com - f Oddball events limited Efec it el /’%’* ot

ODDBALL EVENTS LIMITED. © ber 10042939 .

Registered Office - 3rd Flwr.g]!p;::e?:r;re:t. Londan W1B 3HH ""‘h"—"""_j q)*f_f"'_‘_'f""



A specialist performance car requires a performance car specialist

We're dedicated to providing the finest servicing, repairs and tuning for high performance

vehicles; including Audi, Bentley, Lamborghini and Porsche - and have been for over a decade.

UMIT 20 | FIVEWAYS HOUSE | LIWVERPOOL ROAD | CLAYHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | NESTON |
WIRRAL CHE4 3RV | TELEPHONME 01517 336 6888.

|

i 2O
revo Authorised Dealer

VAG Group Bpeclalist



Buying guide

(2008-2013)

It may have been the baby of the
range, but the Twingo 133 is still
very much a true Renault Sport car.

And they now start at just £3000
by Peter Tomalin

HE ORIGINAL SMILEY-FACE

l Twingo wasn't junior hot hatch material.

Twingo 2, however, turned our to
be extremely receptive to the Renault Sport
treatment. Launched in 2008, the Twingo 133
was aimed at a younger market than most RS
offerings, which meant it had to be cheap to buy,
run and — crucially — insure.

S0, its naturally aspirated 1.6-litre four made a
modest-sounding 131bhp at 6750rpm. However,
with just 1050kg to pull, that was enough to propel
the RS Twingo to 62mph in a decently brisk 8 7sec,
It loved to rev, too, and had a properly sporty
exhaust note. With sweet steering, good traction,
and a playfully adjustable handling balance, the
Twingo 133 really was made of the Right Stuff.




ENGINE

The engine is based
on the 109bhp 1.6
from various Clios
and Méganes but
With more aggressive
cams, a higher
compression ratio,
and a revised intake
and exhaust. Mike
Mardlin at specialist
Rentech says it’s
proving generally very
reliable, provided it's
serviced to schedule,
which is every year
or 12.000 miles,
whichever's sooner.
The major service is
at six years or 72,000
miles and includes the
cambelt, water pump,
filters, plugs. etc. Its
a labour-intensive

120 www.evo.co.uk

job - Rentech charges
around £750 - but
the alternative is a
patentially engine-
wrecking failure.
Induction kits and
sports exhausts make
the engine sound
rortier, but, being
naturally aspirated,
there's no shortcut
to big power gains.
RS specialist K-Tec
developed a tuning
package with a new
exhaust system,
including K-Tec’s own
tubular manifold, a Cat
Cams camshaft, and
a remap. K-Tec claims
163bhp at 7050rpm and
14210 £t at 4250rpm,
gains of 32bhp and
24|k Tt It certainly
feels a chunk quicker

than standard, if not
quite that quick, but at
E£2600 it isn't cheap.
The engine should
idle smoothly and pull
cleanly, although, as
Mike says, 'You really
have to rev the nuts
off it!" If it doesn't,
it's probably an
inexpensive coil pack
that needs replacing.

TRANSMISSION

All Twingo RSs have an
old-school five-speed
manual gearbox.

Some cars seem

to suffer a slightly
obstructive shift
action from fourth to
fifth, so that's worth
checking; otherwise, no
particular issues.

SUSPENSION,
STEERING,
BRAKES

Lower-arm ball joints
are probably the
Twingo R5's biggest
weakness, says Mike,
and you have to replace
the whaole front lower
suspension arm. It's
not hugely expensive
= reckon on around
£250 for the parts and
labour - but it is a
recurring issue, so do
listen for any untoward
knocks and clonks
on the test drive and
bargain accordingly.

If you're viewing
a car with the Cup
chassis, make sure
you drive it on some
typical back-roads. The

handling's great, but
the bouncy ride isn't
for everyone. “For me,
it has to be the Cup,
says Mike.'The 133is a
bit underpowered, so
it's the handling that
makes it fun. And drive
it on a variety of road
surfaces, too. "The only
reason | got rid of mine
was the road noise,
says Mike. "As | get
older, | appreciate a bit
mare refinement!’

As wheels are easily
swapped between
Twingos, it's also
worth ascertaining
that you're looking at a
genuine Cup chassis -
one way is to check for
a purple code patch on
the rear dampers and
springs,

BODY, INTERIOR,
ELECTRICS

Check the boot-release
works = they can fail,
often because of water
ingress, but are cheap
to replace. Another
common fault is water
ingress under the
scuttle panel, 5o check
the front footwells for
any sign of dampness.

‘Check that all the
electrics work. adds
Mike, and that includes
the air can. The Twingo
is good here compared
with some Renaults,
but does have the odd
glitch. And check the
LCD displays are fully
functioning - some
fade and a replacement
costs hundreds.



On the outside were wheelarch and sill
extensions to cover the 40mm-wider track; inside
you got sports seats and neat details like a green
change-up light on the rev-counter. At launch there
were three variations. The regular 133 Sport had
16in alloys, tinted rear glass, split-folding rear seats
and manual air con. You could have the same car
with the Cup chassis option, featuring lower and
stiffer suspension and 17in alloys, for £650 over the
basic £11,550 list price. Or you could have the 133
Cup, which had the Cup chassis but went further by
ditching some of the kit — most obviously the air con
and the split-fold rear seats = to save weight.

We had mixed feelings about the Cup chassis.
On smooth roads at the launch, the Cup felt
unequivocally the one to have. Back home, whereas
the standard setup seemed nicely judged for a junior
hot hatch, the Cup gave an unsettlingly bouncy
ride on the sort of back-roads the Twingo should

A o S A G T
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have been made for. Brilliant on trackdays, though,
especially with the ESP disabled.

In 2012 the Twingo received a facelift to bring the
looks into line with the rest of the RS range. It also
gained a bigger rear spoiler, some interior tweaks
and the addition of Liquid Yellow paint to the
options list (at £13001). Mechanically it was pretty
much as before, and basic list was now £13,565.

Special editions include the Gordini — available
pre and post facelift, with all the options plus leather
and stripes — and the pre-facelift-only Silverstone, a
run of just 50 cars with a silver/black colour scheme,
Cup spec and a new stainless steel exhaust system.

The hot Twingo was never a big seller in the UK
(2009 was its best year, with around 300 sold)
but it's starting to gain a following. With the rear-
engine, rear-drive Twingo 3 so far proving rather
less tun than that recipe suggests, this is still the best
way to enjoy some RS magic in a bite-size package.

i“'# ""'".

Privately advertised early cars with higher mileages
can be had for as little as £3000, with similar high-
milers at traders from £3500, but in all cases vou're
|ooking for evidence of meticulous upkeep. Also be
aware of the major service due at six years or 72,000
miles. If that's approaching, start haggling. Buying
privately, £3500-4000 should get you a nice 2009-
201 example with average miles and a solid history.
Post-facelift cars are £5000-plus.

The car pictured here is a 49.000-mile 133 Spaort
with the Cup chassis. It's currently for sale at the
Value Car Centre in Norwich, priced at £4000. Call
01603 6999949,

Left: naturally aspirated
1.01s generally tough, but
ensure it has been serviced
regularly and that the
cambelt change isn't due.
Above:inside, check the
air conand LCD displays

SPECIFICATION

Engine
Max power 15lbhp @ &/500ps
Max tocque

Teansmission

Weight 1050kq

Power-to-
weight

0-B2mph B.7zec [claimed)
Top speed
Price new 1.5

PARTS PRICES

Prices for Renault parts - cheaper
alternatives are available through
ren-tech.co.uk. Tyre price from
blackcircles.com. All prices include
VAT but exclude fitting charges,

Tyces [each)  EBS.75 [205/140 RI7
Front pads EG65.80
[sek]

Front discs
[pair)

Damper [Cup)

Cluteh kit
Catalyst F926.00

Spack plugs
[sak)

SERVICING

Prices fram ren-tech.co.uk, including VAT,
Servicing every 12 months or 12,000 miles,

whichever arrives sooner.

Minor
gepvice

Major
secvice
[6 yveaps
o 72,000
milas)

USEFUL CONTACTS
FORUMS, ADVICE, EVENTS

Eutmmm] T Ak
Wl 10138 - FEE

CARS FOR SALE
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‘I BOUGHT ONE’

Market BUYING GUIDE

KEENAN NEGUS

I'm 19, 50 insurance is an issue. |
was already paying £1700 a year
far my bog-standard Clie 1.2, and
that was with a black box, but
when | found out | could insure
a Twingo 133 for just a hundred
pounds more, that was it - | had
to have one.

‘| saw this car advertised in
MNewcastle for £3000. | drove all
the way up from Hertfordshire to
see it, part-exchanged the Clio,
then drove the 133 back home,
That was just bags of fun. After
the Clio, | couldn’t beligve how
fast it was!

‘It's a 2009 car with the
Cup chassis, which is what |
really wanted. | know it's pretty
uncomfortable on some roads,
but | didm’t buy it for comfort. |
just love the way you can throw

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

it around. It feels so agile.

‘It had 70.000 miles on the
clock when | bought it five
months ago, and I've already
added 10,000 to that. | drive it a
lot! | drive into Landan every day
for my job as a carpenter, and |
also go and visit my family down
in Cornwall, 50 | really rack up
the miles.

“I've had four of us in it,
which was just about OK. And
one day the van at work had
broken down, so | loaded up the
Twingo instead - timber, tools,
great big bundles of nails. It was
probably slightly overlpaded, to
be honest, but it was fine.

‘What's gone wrong? Not
much really. | broke a wishbone
and that cost about £180 just
for the part - luckily my stepdad

is a mechanic so | could get it
fitted for free. | had to replace
a2 wheel bearing. too. And the
exhaust had a leak, but I've
managed to patch that.

‘I've had the wheels powder-
coated black to make it a bit
more stealthy. I'm now planning
some modifications. starting
with a set of coilovers. I'm also
looking at getting a turbo. The
insurance? I'll worry about that
when it happens!’

2009 (59)
TWINGO 133
£4990

44, 000 miles, Mirage Grey, two owners,
service history, 16in alloys
bransonscars.com

122 www.evo.co.uk

2010 (60)
TWINGO GORDINI 133
£5295

46,00 miles, Extrerme Blue. leather trim,
cimate control, I7in alioys
hawkins,co.uk

2011 (1)
TWINGO 133
£9999

000 miles. oneowner, full service history,
panoramic sunroof, immaculate
renaultretail co.uk

WHAT WE SAID

FIRST DRIVE,
SEPTEMBER 2008

‘Push hard and you will find understeer,
but the way the Twingo changes
direction with so little fuss means you
don't often breach the slip barrier. The
ESP stability program is well judged. too.
| don’t find myself searching for the off
switch for ages.

‘Get the orange button glowing, pin
the throttle and the Twingo is with you
every step of the way. There's a hunger
for corners that's invigorating — even if
the steady trickle of information is fed
back to vou through the chassis rather
than the steering. Electric steering is
to blame. robbing the Twingo of true
clarity, At least the helm is accurately
and consistently weighted with a
pleasingly quick rack = half a turn of lock
deals with most corners.

‘The brakes are meaty underfoot
- developed for the Mégane, they're
reassuringly positive = and when the rey
needle homes in an 7000rpm (and the
tuneful 1.6 begins to sound just a touch
ragged) the change-up light glows green.
That's green for go, grab another gear,
give it some. It"s a small thing, but it
matters somehow. - evo 123

RIVALS

SUZUKI SWIFT SPORT (MkI)

Slightly less hardcore than the Twingo.
particularly when the Renault is in Cup
form, the 134bhp Swift Is still a great
drive in its own right. £3000-4500
gives a wide cholice,

MINI COOPER

There are plenty of Coopers, both first
and second generation, for £3000-
£000. They're not quite as feisty as the
Twingo, but they are still fun. Ubiguity
puts some people off, though,

RENAULT SPORT CLIO

If you want a bigger hit from a Renault
Sport hatch, then £3000-4000 also
buys you the exuberant Clio 182 Cup
(*04-"06) or the slightly mare grown-up
197 Cup ("07-"09).



ORACLE
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CAR FINANCE IS ALL
ABOUT THE NUMBERS..

Here are just a few of the cars we’ve recently funded:

413 Range Rovers 125 Ferraris

353 Porsches 46 MclLarens

82 Bentleys 43 Lamborghinis

69 Aston Martins ...and 1,000s more

Join our 64,000 clients today...

THE UK'S NO. 1T FUNDER FOR PRESTIGE, SPORTS & CLASSIC CARS

4= OFFICIAL VEHICLE

& orcnvene: 08450 944 997

OFFICIAL VEHICLE g
www.oraclefinance.co.uk

FINANCE PARTNER

PLEASE NOTE: WE ARE A CREDIT BROKER AND NOT A LEMDER. This means we act independently through a wide range of lenders to offer a broad and competitive
choice of products and solutions, Oracle Asset Finance is not affiliated to any motor manufacturer. Please contact us for an individual finance quotation on any prestige or sports car.
Finance & terms are subject to status. UK residents only. Oracle Asset Finance Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for the sale of consumer credit.

Cars listed above funded in 201617,
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Market

MODEL FOCUS

PORSCHE
CAYMAN (987)

It is the first — the 987 model - that we're
interested in here, not the subsequent 981 (sold
from 2013 to 2016) or the latest 718 Cayman.

The 987 first appeared in 2005 with a larger
version of the M96 3.2-litre flat-six from the
Boxster S. Known as M97, it displaced 3.4 litres
and produced 291bhp, and the car it was in was
marketed as a Cayman S (the Boxster § gained this
larger engine in 2007). A 242bhp non-5 Cayman,
with a 2.7-litre version of the newer M97 flat-six,
joined the range in 2006.

These earliest Caymans are essentially baby
brothers to the 9971 911s, and share plenty of
components with them, not least smaller versions
of their engines. Therefore, albeit to a lesser
extent, the same noted potential frailty with these

HE CAYMAN HAS ESSENTIALLY
been produced in three separate iterations.

With prices as low as £12,000,
Porsche's mid-engined coupe is
a tempting used option. Here’s
what you need to know

by Adam Towler

engines applies, although it is rare and can often
be prevented with the correct maintenance,

A second generation of 987 Caymans launched
in 2009. Instantly recognisable by their facelift,
they also adopted an all-new engine family (A91),
introduced in the 997.2 911 in 2008, The 3.4-litre
Cayman S now featured direct injection and
made 316bhp without the associated reliability
concerns of the older engines. The non-DF] engine
in the entry-level Cayman was also part of that
new family, but Porsche postponed the inclusion
of DFI to keep the two models far enough apart.
MNevertheless, the displacement grew to 2.9 litres,
giving 261bhp and useful extra torque, making
this relatively rare model really appealing.

Today, the Cayman market begins around £12k,
with plenty of tidy 987s from £15k, rising to low-
mileage Cayman Rs (3.4 litres, 325bhp) at £45k.

EXPERT VIEW

ROLY BALDWIN

Eporsch

‘The market is buoyant at the moment,
These cars are relatively affordable and
there is plenty of demand, even if the
market for 987 Boxsters is slightly larger.

‘Specis important to customers,
and while some feel they must have
the 5 model, a lot don't feel they need
the extra parformance on the road. I'm
not that concerned about the engines
on the early cars. The 3.4-litre cars do
occasionally suffer from scored bores,
but not like gen-1907s.

‘Overall, if were buying a car we
simply check the usual things -
condition, service history and signs of
expenditure. | like to see more than just
stamps in the service book, But it's not a
car that tends to have lots of problems,

‘Prices are fairly static at the moment
and you may even suffer a little bit more
depreciation, but they're on that flat-ish
part of the curve that Porsches seem
to getinto, and | expect in the years to
come they'll start going up again. At the
moment a budget of £15,000-16,000
buys a very nice first-gen car, or spend a
bit maore for a low-mileage one.”

MIKE CURTLER

Ashgood Classic & Sportscars

‘The 987.2 Caymans offer all the funof a
997.2 9 but for 60 per cent of the price.
With their mid-engined layout, super
handling and small size, they're fun and
practical all at the same time.

“We sell Caymans to men and women,
young and old; cars for weekend use, cars
for every day. cars to be used on the track,
cars to pop to the supermarket in, cars to
drive to the south of France.

‘Asif toillustrate that, we sold a lovely
Cayman 29 PDK toa 22-year-old last
month, and also bought a Cayman from a
g2-year-old.

‘If asked what the pick of the bunchis,
I'd find that really difficult to answer. It's
hard to beat a nicely specified Cayman R
with the factory sports exhaust, but
thenagain, the little 2 9-litre engine is
such a gem. To be really honest, | don't
think there is a bad 987.2 Cayman. Theyll
do nearly 40mpg on a long run, and you
have that lovely naturally aspirated flat-
sixengine.

"The looks have aged well too, in my
opinion. | used to think that they could
look awkward, but now they just seem
right. To look the best they really need
19-inch alloys, but they do ride better on
the smaller wheels."

www.evo.co.uk 125



VAS VEHICLE SOLUTIONS

The UK’s Premier Lamborghini Specialist

Lamborghini Murcielago LPE670-4 SV
Ceramic brakes, High level rear wing small
decal option, 800 miles, 2009, £499,9090

AS VEHICLE SOLUTION

Lamborghini Countach 5000 s QV
Sportivo interior, Manual fransmission, High
level rear wing, 21,000 miles, 1988, £349,990

Lamborghini Aventador LP700-4 Roadster
Dione Forged Alloy wheels, Transparent engine cover,
BrandingPk, Reversacamera, 4,000miles, 2014, £274,990

= A

Lamborghini Murcielago LP640 Coupe
Ceramic brakes, Hemera Alloys, Reverse
Carnera, Just 3,900 miles, 2009, £209,990

A A
Lamborghini Murcielago LP840 Coupe

Ceramic brakes, Carbon Driving Zone, Alacantara
Roaof Lining, Only 9,000 miles, 2007, £169,990

Lamborghini Murcielago LPE70-4 SV
Ceramic Brakes High Level Rear Wing Small
Decal option 4,000 miles 2009, £399,990

WAS VERFCLE SOLUTTONS

m = —
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Lambaorghini Countach 25TH Anniversary
Sportiva interor, Manual transmission, High
level rear wing, 20,000 miles, 1990, £289,990

Lamborghini Diablo 6.0 VT Final Edition
Carthon Fbre Oriving Zone, Carbon Foe Inserts,
Carbon Fibre Engine Bary, 20,000 rrikes, 2000, £249,990

Lamborghini Huracan LP &10- 4 High Spec
20" Mimas alloy wheels, Carbon fibre engine bay, Transparent
enging cover, Reverse camen, 9,000 miss, 2015, £169,990

Lambaorghini Murcielago LP640 Coupe
Factory carbon sports sealts, ceramic brakes,
and Larini exhaust, 12,000 miles, 2008, £164,990

Lamborghini Murcielago LPE70-4 SV
Ceramic brakes, high level rear wing, large
decal option, 8,000 miles, £379,990

Lamborghini Murcielago LP 650-4
Roadster. 1 of 50 Worldwide, Alcantara
Sports Seats, 3,000 miles, 2009, £279,990

Lamborghini Huracan LP 610-4 Spyder
Bi colour Sportivo Interior, sports exhaust
and branding Pk, 1000 miles, 2016 £217,990

Lamborghini Huracan LP §10- 4 Coupe
20" Giano alloy wheels, ceramic brakes, branding
P, orange callipers, 2,000 miles 2014 £169,990

Lamborghini Murcielago LP640 Coupe
Titanium Hercules alloys, Parking Camera,
10,000 miles, 2008, £164,800

BUYING OR SELLING LAMBORGHINI MOTORCARS

Q+44 01580 714 597 g sales@vvsuk.co.uk @ www.vvsuk.co.uk
(Viewing by appointment only) Address: VVS UK Ltd Verralls Garage Cranbrook Common Kent TN17 2AF
www.lamborghinibuyer.com Additional Websites:

www.justlamborghini.com



N > MidlandCredit
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S
NEED CAR FINANCE?

BUY ANY CAR
from any DEALE

FAST DECISION >\
WITHIN 1 HOUR ¥~ NO DEPOSIT /\

/

POOR CREDIT % NO FEES
26.9% APR REPRESENTATIVE

%

TRUSTED

CAR FINANCE BROKER*

¥ TRUST

' \ SEEIEONEDNEISON Bovancan 2

\> Or Call us NOW on
C) 03339 00 00 00

Midland Credit Ltd is a licensed credit broker and not a Lender and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for consumer credit
FCA no. 732202. 26.9% Apr representative written quotations available upon request , the rate you will be offered will depend upon your personal circumstances



Showroom Marketplace

PERFORMANCE AND PRECISION - AS ONLY LOTUS KNOW HOW

Castle Sports Cars is an official Lotus dealer and a member of the TVR dealer network, with a great range of new and
used stock. Having been an established Lotus dealer since 2001 Castle Sports Cars can call upon a wealth of experience
in both sales and after-sales. We are now offering some fantastic deals on some of our new Lotus cars, with finance
offers available. Our qualified sales team will be happy to talk to you about any of our current offers, including new

Lotuses starting from £31,500.

BOOK A TEST DRIVE NOW
BY CALLING
01279 813907
OR 07880 554460

2001 TVR Tuscan 4.0

Metallic Purple Illusion paintwork with cream and

blue interior. Engine rebuild carried out by TVR Power.

Extensive overhaul in 2014, including the fitting of
Nitron suspension all round.

£28,950

Unit 1, M11 Business Link, Stansted, Essex, CM24 8GF
‘ a S e Tel: 01279 813907 Mob: 07880 554440
castlesport .co.uk

5 P O R T (:I' C f:'\ R (; www.castlesportscars.co.uk

C@ BELL & COLVILL C@

HORSLEY - LIMITED

== r

BELL & COLVILL CIRCUIT CLUB - TRACK DAYS, TOURS & PERFORMANCE DRIVING TUITION

CONTACT US FOR DETAILS ON CURRENT FINANCE OFFERS | Call: 01483 286467
Find us: Epsom Road, West Horsley, Surrey KT24 6DG ~ Email: enquiries@bellandcolvill.com www.bellandcolvill.com

128 www.eve.co.uk



JOIN US AT OUR NEXT SALE

Practical Classics Classic Car
& Restoration Show Sale

1%/2" April 2017, The NEC, Birmingham B40 INT

Viewing — 31* March between 10:00 and 17:30
Auction — 1* April 12:00 onwards
Auction — 2* April 12:00 onwards

SR T 4
L |

S OUR BIGGEST .
\ SALEEVER

W)
 Semm

F : ' Ty i i : ¥
OVER 160 oy - P
- 1957 Austin Healey 100-6 BN4 Estimate [£): 40,000 - 45,000
-
CARS o2 =

1982 Porsche 911 5C Targa Estimate (£): 32,000 - 36,000

FIN T MORE AT BBA
WWW.CLASSICCARAUCTIONS.CO.UK EI.ASSHT CAR AUCTIONS

DR(AL|_+44(0)‘|926640883 EVERYMAN CLASSICS

Interested in consigning your car
or attending our next auction?




Showroom Marketplace

+44 (0)7910 108507 tom@ecurieesprit.co.uk www.ecurieesprit.co.uk Stratford-upon-Avon

www.litchfieldmotors.com/LM20 LIE“F I[ L n

DRQERSBHNGTA‘\KEN ADRENALINE EMGINEERED
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Showroom Marketplace

kallernfard

E
3 L

% _ Sale or Return Specialists

* Our experienced sales team market your vehicle
- * Providing the very best possible net return

\?\,‘» Performance Vehicle

+44(0)1296325302 A St R
www.kallenhard.co.uk - Collection service

Tring, Hertfordshire, UK

NOTHING STOPS

Founded by directors of RPM Technik Independent Porsche Specialists

BRAKE-IN. “ COATING

ol R S i e
BR (KE-IN COAT, R

Buy direct from 4
EB [Brake Lines All nw stainless steel beaided brake line kits for a fimmer pedal and reduced sloping distances.
c GO, USA,BSD  Choose from 3 great designs of sport slotied diecs made in G000 cast inon alloy with new themic biack comesion coating.
BRAKES Rodstuf™  Tep selling super street low dust sperts formuta fer epirited street driving (HOT FOR TRACK S BF{AKES
- Vellowstufi™  EBLs flagship high friction pads for fastest straet diving with performance vehicles. OK for light track usa,
www.ebcbrakesdirect.com Orangestuff™  New fullrace compound for Ltra-high cold and het fiction with zer brake fade. Excellent Irack cay and race pad. www.ebcbrakes.com
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BIRDS B-SERIES PACKAGES for the BMW 435i, 440i and 435dx now available.

Birds' signature B-Series tuning packages combine exclusive power, suspension, brake and
differential upgrades designed for ultimate road performance. We work with the world's leading
brands, industry consultants and professional drivers to achieve pure driver appeal and superior
performance from our cars, without compromise. Contact us now for a demonstration.

Engine Management 400ps QUAIFE ATB Differential B-Series Sport Suspension

BIRDS PACKAGES ALSO AVAILABLE FOR;

» F20 M135i / M140i « E82 135i
» F22 M235i / M240i « E87 130i

Ultimate BMW Performance « F30 335i / 340i « E9x 335i
www.birdsauto.com | 01753 657 444 * F30 335dx + E9x 335d




The UK market leader in
car parking solutions:

InCrease capacity,

without increasing floor-space,
efficient & economical -

No extra rates. No building regs.

Survey, design, planning,
through to full installation.

Bespoke and standard lifts, with
leasing options available.

Visit our website or call todoy
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performance and prestige cars

T. H . B O E The new name for the finest in
AU T O

M O T | V E

There's a smarter way to

ell your

performance, prestige or classic can
FLAT FEE OF

WHY CHOOSE US HOW SALE AND RETURN WORKS
e o, NO SALE = NO FEE
1 Best retums to you 1 We accurately value your car

2 Speed of sale

We have developed the quickest,
cheapest and easiest way to sell your car

2 We can collect via covered traile

S or provide use of a courtesy car Get a detailed valuation
3 Your caris sold with a Autoprotect ' jL.ISt email or call us:

Wear and Tear Warrantv 3 We market your car for a flat
| 01295 690933
4 Finance - 53 lenders to fund

the purchase of your car 4 If there is no sale there is no fee

LT LAl
£19,995

Porsche Cayman GT4 Ferrari 599 GTB

art 2 1) it echanoevauaton 00 100
S0LD FOR 295,00 S0OLD FOR £119,9% S0OLD FOR

mear] 1 eI i ©118 405 Retumed customern

Why sell your car privately or get below trade ‘book’ price from dealers when you can sell your car this way?

Example stock cars

Porsche 911 GT3 RS 4.0 Fosran Calilomia

£279,885 108,950 £159,985

T.H. BOLER www.thboler.com  email: sellmycar@thboler.com




THE WORLD'S
GREATEST CARS
SET T0 ROAR
INTO THE CITY.

ANNOUNCING THE NEW GITY CONCOURS.

On the 8th and 9th June, the PRESENTED BY fine watches, art and gourmet food.
gardens of the Honourable Artillery
Company, in the heart of the City,
will be packed with power and glory

The specialist classic and sports car
dealers will be jeined by displays
of the premium international ~car
marques. So with all-day hospitality -~
and. Ghampagne Taittinger-tents it
has to be the perfect lqcatmn for a

~““pow er I'ilm,h o

The-inaugural City Concours is an~ “[ell ' CONCOURS o T
| ei‘iafquey;pomr? evént - bringing HAC LONDON | 8-9 JUNE 2017 !E,;_MK TFICKETS ONLINE FtT

. . .Cit €ONCOHTS.CO. uk
tﬂgcfh’ér% wor d’“ of lu;mr 2 pEs ¥

— over 160-legendary sports “cars,
historic racing * ¢ars and medern
supercars, - presented by Octane
Magazine:"

=
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ESSENTIALS
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New motoring products that have
caught our eye this month

T-SHIRT

DB5
£20

sentiersupplyco.com

This T's name - DBS5 — is 2 bit of a giveaway, but the keen
of eyve may already have identified the car by its wire
wheel alone, Part of Sentier’s 'Classics' range (which also
includes Mini Moke and 911 tees), it's availablein either
black or grey and in sizes from small to extra large.

SLOT CAR
Renault 5 Alpine Gp2
€89

gts-series.com

Your eyes aren't deceiving you - this really is a slot car,
despite the incredible level of detail. A replica of Jean
Ragnotti's second-place 1978 Monte Carlo Rally car, it
almost looks too intricate to use, with spotlights, wipers
and faithfully narrow tyres on real aluminium wheels.

ROUND-U

ll

GAMING

Nintendo Switch
£279.99

store.nintendo.co.uk

Mintenda's hardware has been hit-and-miss of late, but
its latest console, the Switch, looks promising. It heralds
another Mario Kart title for a start (Mario Kart 8 Deluxe),
and while it's not as powerful as a PS4 or Xbox One,
Mintendo usually nails the fun (and family-friendly) factor.

CAMERA

Kodak Pixpro SP360 4K
£199.99

amazson.co.uk

GoPros have been the darling of action-sports types (and
indeed eve's film-makers) for years, but 'VR' cams can
provide an even more immersive experience, Watcha
recording from a pair of these Kodaks on a virtual reality
headset and you get a full 360 degrees of 4K footage.

SUNGLASSES

Sunwise Parade White
£64.99

shop.sunwise.co.uk

The latest addition to Sunwise’s 'Driving’ range, these
sunglasses feature category 3 protection for strong
sunlight, plus anti-glare polarised lenses. Sunwise says
the flat arms also make them suitable for wearing under a
helmet, should you need some shades for the track.

MEN'S GROOMING

JP Tarsion Razor
£987.14

Jprazors.com

The price of this razor is probably an indication of why
mare groaming products aren’t made from compaonents
from ald F1 cars, but people have paid far more for much

less useful things. It's constructed from part of a titanium
Red Bull Racing torsion bar, and just 36 will be made.
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Telephone:

01727 790 100

Email Us:
sales@rtecshop.com

FOLLOW US
ON INSTAGRAM

Tag us with your photos:
#rtecautodesign
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The Ultimate Vehicle Customising Superstore

e WWW.ecshop.com
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The Store - St Albans
Faaturing Huge Showrsom, Cappuccing Collee Bar, Relix Area
E Exparigncid Helptul Stalf - Call us today: 01727 T80 100
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MILLT®  ;:;.
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Full System | Cat Back Exhausts
Parformance Exhausts by Quicksilvis, Scarpion and Milltak.
Plus cust de Reflax ext 5

Spacer + Camber Adjustments

Improsa your wehicle stanca and handling with whoal spacers,

alignmant, geometry, camber adjustments & mone.

ol

H.LD. [ Xenon Light Upgrades

Headlights, Bulb Upgrades, Rear Lights, DRL Lights « mone ___.'.

R-Tec Auto Design, Lyon Way, (off Hatfield Road), St Albans, AL4 0QU |

J/

Qrder Onling From
www.rtecshop.com

Telephone:

01727 790 100

Over 5000 Branded Tyres in Stock
Falken, Bridgastona, Pirelli, Michelin, Kumho, Yokohama,
Goodyear, Continental, Hankook & mora...

3000+ Alloy Wheels in Stock
Huge stocks of wheals and modifying products in siore
and onling at: www.riscshop.com

State of the Art Workshop
Featuring 8 ramps, laser whsl alignment, cusiom made axhausis,
louctriogs hye machings, hydre-dipping, ECU nemapping

T TEIR )

o Fadmape ey

e

T T L

Performance Brake Upgrades
EBC Disks & Pads, Bramba Brake Upgrades, E-Tech Caliper
Paint, Drilled and Grooved Disks. Painting Service in stone.

Engine Upgrade & Remapping
AiF Flteds, Indocton Kits, Mlanodlens, ECL Remaps, Busls,
Ruva, Alientech, Dump Vahes, Hoses, Carbon Air Boxes

Suspension Kits, Springs, Coilovers
Springs, Coilovers, Shock Absorber Upgrades,
Bushes, P1, HGR, Eibach, KW, TEIN, Weitec, AP and more...

Bodyklts amd )
lnading tuners across the globe

Bﬂspﬂkﬂ |I"Itﬂrll]r5|, Motorsport Seats
Full saating and dashBoard re-upholstering including
rosof linings, seat belts, and wood | carbon panels

Window Tinting & Vehicle Wrapping
Choose from & fim-shades & an array of Vil woaps and bexhans
ingluding Carbon Fibre, Gold, Matl, Gloss, Chrome & mora...

Styling and Bodykits
Cosmatic exterior upgrades - Spoilers & Bodylkits
Fevars, Hamann, Prior Design, Lumma, Caractens_.

Revere London, Authorised Dealer
British Luxury Tuner - www.reverelondoncom

Open Hours: Mon - Fri 9.30am - 5.30pm & Saturdays: 9.30am - 4.00pm

[ ]
@ £ (111 Tube O
Email Us: Find us on Facebook: You Tube: Instagram: Twitter;
sales@rtecshop.com Search: “R-Tec”  /RtecAutoDesign riecautodesign @rtecautodesign
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THIS PORS E 911 CARRERA 7/ BMW i8 /v PEUGEOT 308 GTI 270 7 AUDI R8 SFYDER 7/
LANSE DELTA INTEGRALE // VOLKSWAGEN GOLF GTI CLUBSPORT EDITION 40 /7
MONTH FE R1 F40 ¢/ SKODA OCTAVIA ESTATE vRS 230 // FORD FOCUS ST ESTATE

Mercedes-AMG
C63 S Coupe

Smoke 'em if you got 'em... Take one supercoupe,
one empty runway and one Richard Meaden,
and the results are inevitable - purely in the

name of road testing, of course




LONG-TERMERS LIVE
| L double lives. One day

they're doing a run-of-
the-mill commute, the next they're
blasting along the best driving roads
we can find in the wake of a supercar.
All of which describes our C63 5
Coupe’s day-to-day existence.

If yourecall last month's NSX
test you'll know we took Honda's
sensational hybrid supercar to
Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground
for a few flat-out sprints down the
runway, as well as to North Yorkshire
for a blast across the moors, What
you won't know is that the C63 was
pressed into service as support
vehicle for this test.

With an empty runway and a few
minutes to spare, it would have been
remiss of us not to attach the YBOX
to the AMG. The 63 easily thumped
to 60mphin 4.3sec and 100mph
in9.0sec. Those figures are a few
tenths off AMG's claims, but not bad
cansidering the bootful of kit, cold

conditions and Brunters' less than
ideal concrete surface.

We could only use the second
half of the runway, but the Merc still
reached just shy of 150mph. Slowing
1725kg from those speeds is quite a
task, but the big (optional) ceramic
brakes barely worked up a sweat.
| can also confirm the C63 S will
hit 60mph in 7.25ec while doing an
almighty rolling burnout. Never let it
be zaid evo's testing is anything less
than thorough...

I was in the NSX for most of the
trip to, around and back from the
North York Moors, but this gave me
achance to sit back and admire the
muscled Merc onthe road, as others
do. | can confirmit looks - and
sounds — pleasingly thuggish. All the
better when caked in a thick crust of
accumulated road grime.

You might expect a 500bhp. rear-
drive car running summer rubber to
be something of a liability onwet and
patentially icy moorland roads, but

It's just so easy
to live with, yet
so special. And so
darmned exciting
when you want

it to be’

Louis Shaw (evo's resident bundle of
youthful energy) never once emerged
ashen-faced: testament to his
commendable self-control and the
AMG's well-sorted stability control
system, which lets you extract more
than enough performance without
constantly intervening. This car is
abeast, but a tame and placid one
unless you poke it with a stick.

I'was smitten by the NSX, but it
was great to get back into the Ca3.
It's just so easy tolive with, yet so
special. And so darned exciting when
you want it to be. But then, as I'm
coming tolearn, that's the magic of
AMG, and what will make this long-
termer a very tough act to follow. B3
Richard Meaden
(@DickieMeaden)

Dateacquired October 2006
Totalmileage 418
Mileage thismonth 1251
Coststhismonth £0
mpgthismonth 224




P O I'SChE 9” Carfe ra Now more than 20 years old, our 993 gets a suspension overhaul

LAST MONTH I REVEALED
| L my ambition tolearn how
to drive an old-school

oM properly. To help me out with
this plan, I've hitten the bullet and
refreshed and upgraded my car's
tired 23-year-old suspension. This
has involved some major new parts
and some much smaller ones too,
plus one very large bill. Hopefully it'l
all be worthit,

| started with new suspension
bushes. Often overlooked when
it comes to upgrades, bushes are
crucial for keeping the suspension
quiet, controlled and operating
smoothly, The Powerflex pieces |
went for are made of polyurethane
rather than rubber, so should outlast
almost anything else on the car,

Reducing body roll was also on
my hit list - thisis a "90s car, after
all = and this is where a pair of
H&R anti-roll bars came in. They
feature multiple end links for extra
adjustability and are 6Gmm thicker
at the front and Ymm thicker at the
rear than the standard bars. In fact,
they are 3mm thicker at the front
and 4mm thicker at the rear than
the bars of the Carrera RS, sothe
increased lateral stiffness should be
immediately evident.

I've alsoinvested in an Ohlins
Road & Track adjustable suspension
kit. This uses the firm's dual-flow
valve technology, which promises
rebound performance that is equal
to compression performance. The
result? No compromise between
comfort and agility, at least on
paper. Designed with lightness in
mind, most of the kit's parts are
manufactured from aluminium,
including the camber-adjustable
top mounts.

Obviously, all of this needed to
be installed and set up correctly, so
I booked the 993 in with Designan
in Essex. They've beena Porsche

specialist for over 20 years and
reassured me they could deliver the
setup | was after.

The first job was to replace the
old rubber suspension bushings -
not the easiest task as it involves
removing the rear suspension arms
and the driveshafts too. Next the
new anti-roll bars went on, as did
the new springs and dampers. With
somany new parts being fitted, |
was advised to replace the worn-out
drop links and track-rod arms at the
same time. This wasn't completely
straight forward, however, because
therewas a clearance issue. An
earlier upgrade to 993 Turbo brakes

L

=)

-4
|

Aboave: old and new
spring and damper units
side by side. Below: new
adjustable top mounts.
Bottom: getting the
geometry just-so

Dateacquired Aprid2016

Total mileage 75599
Mileagethismonth 36

Coststhismonth  Ohlins kit £3300
anti-roll bars £344
bushes £230
drop links £350
track-rod arms EK0
fitting/setup £1776

mpgthismonth 327

meant it was necessary to find a set
of drop links that would fit around
the bigger brakes and work with the
new suspension kit. In the end some
Turbo-spec Tarett drop links and a
bit of handiwork on the brake-line
location did the job.

With all the new hardware in
place, it was finally time to calibrate
the suspension geometry. The result
is a ride height a full 40mm lower
than standard and some more
agaressive negative camber, both
at the front and the rear. The Ohlins
dampers were also set to the factory
suggestion of seven clicks, which
yields an‘intermediate’ stiffness, but
Il have a proper play with them to
find anideal road setting, I'lreport
back on how all these changes feel
onthe road next time.

Aston Parrott
(@AstonParrott)
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BMW i8

It's meant to be the frugal sports car, but just how
far can you push the i8's fuel-sipping abilities?

ITWASN'T A PLANMNED
| I experiment and in
hindsight it wasn't a very
clever one either. My excuse is that
| always want to know just how
far youcan push a car's fuel range
before the engine splutters and
leaves you stranded at the side of
the road. Call it curiosity, but | need
torun out of fuel just once. It's why |
know an RS6 can roll on for another
27 miles after the range reads zero
before its VB coughs, and a 2-litre
VW Group turbodiesel can stretch
an extra 61 miles beyond zero when
installed ina 2010 Audi A4.

Thei8 is alittle trickier tojudge.
Fillits 42-litre fuel tank (evo's car
has the optional larger tank; the
standard one is 30 litres) when
the batteries are depleted and,
depending on how you drive, the
range will be between 280 and 320
rmiles. Charge the batteries and a
further 16 to 20 miles will be added
to that, depending on whether you

142 www.evo.co.uk

pre-heat the cahbin or not.

Draining the fuel tank doesn't
take long on the right road. The i is
still proving to be more of a sports
car than | had initially given it credit
for, the way the front axle’s electric
motor guells understeer and pulls
the nose through the apex givesit a
balanced stance through every kind
of turn. In Sport mode the 129bhp
electric motor works overtime to
supplement the three-cylinder

engine's performance and the electric

range can be quickly halved and soon
wiped out. However, in Sport mode
the ECU also activates maximum
energy recuperation when lifting off
and during braking, which allows the
electric motor to support the engine
as much as possible. It doesn't give
you an instant 20 miles of additional
electric range, but an extra mile here
and there is a welcome bonus.

It's not quite free energy because
you are still burning through the
superunleaded with a degree of

recklessness after all, but it does
introduce a whole new element to
playing fuel-light roulette onalate
run home to avoid a 24-hour fuel
station’s night-pay window.

To play this game | needed to
know exactly how long| could ignore
the i8's zero-range warning for. The
answer is a mere 12 miles, mainly
because the fuel lines are so short
due to the engine and fuel tank being
inclose proximity to each other.

And how many miles can you go

on a battery that saysit's empty?
Precisely zero, Funny that. Additional
lessons learnt from this experiment?
Don't expect a seven-year-old to
push ani8 for half a mile.

Stuart Gallagher
(@stuartg917)

Dateacquired NMNovember 2016
Totalmileage 9124
Mileage thismonth 1681

mpg thismonth 384

‘Draining the fuel tank
doesn't take long on
the right road - the

18 is still proving to

be more of a sports
car than | had initially
given it credit for’



Peugeot 308 GTi 270 by Peugeot Sport

Familiarity pays dividends with the 308, as a new line of communication is uncovered

IMITIAL IMPRESSIONS OF
| I the Peugeot 308 GTi are
good - it's a fast, lively and
exciting hot hatch, However, there
isn't an abundance of feel or a strong
sense of connection with the road,
especially through the steering.

This isn't a deal-breaker because
the 308 responds loyally to your
inputs and reacts just as you'd
expect of a front-wheel-drive hot
hatch, so you can easily drive around
the steering's silence. However,

I've also found that with time and
practice you can begin to establish

a connection with the front tyres,
albeit through the suspension rather
thanthe steering. And so, after many
miles behind the 308's small steering
wheel, I've adapted my behaviour

to suit and it's made the Pug even
more enjoyable.

I'd been getting it wrongin the
past because of that tiny wheel;
combined with a relatively quick
steering ratio, it makes it very easy
toapply just alittle too much lock

when entering a corner. The 308
almost always reacts without any
issues, even with an extra degree of
steering angle, soit's not essential
to change your style, but if you

do reduce your inputs it unveils a
suppleness to the front suspension
that isn't noticeable when you're too
sharp or guick with the steering.

Far from making the 308 feel
flabby or unresponsive, this new-
found roll from the front end means
you can work the front axle even
harder. Slowly loading up the outside
front wheel by using the brakes and
steering reveals even more grip. And
as you increase the pressure on the
tyre, each extra degree of roll the
suspension allows acts as a gauge
as tojust how much grip there is.
When the roll begins to tail off you
know you're getting to the tyre's limit
and you can back off before there's a
dramatic loss of grip.

This greater understanding of
the 308's front grip has multiplied
my confidencein the car's abilities,

‘After many miles
behind the 308’
small steering wheel,
've adapted my
behaviour to suit and
it's made the Pug
even more enjoyable’

Dateacquired July 2006

Total mileage 14,720

Mileage thismonth 504
Costs thismonth £0

mpg thismonth 328

which has been invaluable in the
recent late-winter conditions. This
bond with the front tyresisn't just
accessible when there's lots of grip,
it's there all of the time, as long as
you keep the steering inputs small
and measured.

The rear axle doesn't behave
in the same way. It remains
proportionally stiffer than the front
anddoesn't have the ahility to
communicate how much grip the
tyres have in such detail, But as they
don't need to deal with steering or
power, it's less important to have
such anintimate connection with
them. This stiffness does have
its advantages, too, as it allows
the rear to be easily manipulated.
Indead, with fantastic control and
understanding of the front tyres,
you're able to exploit the slight
skittishness of the rear axle, making
it deeply enjoyable to coerce the
308 GTidown a twisty road.
Will Beaumont
(@WillBeaumont)
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AudiR8
Spyder V10

Audi: thoughtful,
precisely engineered.
Still couldn't cure the
supercar bugbear of
crap seats, though

| OUR RE SPYDER HAS THE
0 optional Recaro bucket
seats, whichis both a good

thing and a very bad thing. At £3000
they're not exactly cheap, butit's the
lack of adjustment rather than the
cost that | find frustrating.

You can raise and lower the seats
- inevitably they're permanently in
their lowest position - but there's
no adjustment for angle or lumbar
support. The backs are very upright
and the squabs are very flat to the
floor, which means you sit with your
back as straight as it would be when
sitting on a church pew. It'snota
natural supercar seating position by
any means.

If they could be reclined by a few
degrees | think they would be much

more comfortable to sit in. In fact,
if | owned this car myself and | had
paid for the Recaros, | would have to
see about getting some backstreet
workshop to fabricate a couple
of new brackets to tilt the seats
backwards a touch. | wonder what
that'd do for the warranty...

Asitis, | find myself slouching
in the seat after awhile to try and
achieve a more natural seating angle,
bum scooted along the base. On
longer journeys my right hamstring
can go numb, too.

However, being just about 6ft
tall, | actually think they're slightly
better than the standard seats. It's
alltodowith the soft-top roof. The
pop-up rollover bars, which nestle
between the engine bay and the cabin,
have impinged on the passenger
compartment bya fewinches. As
aresult the standard seats don't
push back far enough away fromthe
steering wheel and the pedals for
anybody above average height to get
comfortable, which means you drive
withyour legs folded up like a yogi's.
| know of one very tall journalist who
had to abandon an RE Spyder at the
side of the road after just a few miles
for this very reason.

The Recaros, though, have a much
slimmer back, which means that

‘One very tall
journalist had to
abandon a Spyder at
the side of the road
after a few miles’

Dateacquired Movember 2016
___ Totalmileage 6550

Mileagethismonth 2530

Coststhismonth £0

mpgthismonth 226

when they are pushed back against
the firewall | can only just reach the
pedals with my legs outstretched.
The point is, taller drivers might well
find the fixed-back seats are the only
option, no matter how unnaturally
upright they may be.

After a few thousand miles I'm
not asirritated by the seats as|
once was, except on much longer
journeys, When | recently lent the
car to production editor lan Eveleigh,
though, his very forthright email
brought it all flooding back. ‘The
seatsinyour RB are bloody awful,
it went. ‘Mo support at the bottom
of your spine and far too upright.
Goodjob the rest of the caris so
damngood.” B
Dan Prosser ((@TheDanProsser)

Lancia
Integrale

What goes up must come
down, and what goes fast
must eventually stop.

But it’s nice to be able to
choose when that happens

| KMEW THINGS WERE
| I bad when even Dad said

something needed to be
done. Lane Senior, renowned sceptic
of any Lancia-related expenditure
not necessary in the very strictest
sense, was referring to the brakes.
And as a man who apened his evo
account back in the 70s with an MG
Midget, he really would know.




Of course, drive anything built
before 1990 and the one thing the
original brakes are sure to quellis
any hope you had of making that
apex. The 'Grale is no different in
this respect. Decent back in the
day, its single-piston calipers and
ventilated discs on the front axle
were even shared with the Ferrari-
engined Lancia Thema 8.32. Sounds
impressive — it was impressive - but
the game has moved on and today
those brakes are quite an unnerving
proposition. Too much haste round
a blind bend and you could still be
waiting for them to bite as the car
puts an oblong hole through the
blameless unfortunate in front.

Thereal danger is that thisisa
car that does 'too much haste’ way
too easily. Full-time AWD and pliable
suspension not only mean the tyres
cling to the road like a limpet but

‘Drive anything built
before 1990 and the
one thing the brakes
are sure to quellis
any hope you had of
making that apex’

alsothat, assuming your understeer
is not terminal, feeding more power
to the Torsen rear differential will
tighten the line and should see you
through. It gives the car an effortless
but deceptively fast flow, and I've
covered big distances without using
the middle pedal at all.

You're asking to get caught
out, though, aren't you? Tractor,
livestock — whatever it might be - so
a brake upgrade is now in the offing.
Popular options among Integrale
owners are the hardware from either
the Clio 182 or a 986 Boxster. Both
fit nicely and, in the case of the
Porsche kit, offer awesome stopping
power. Infact, my only reservation
is how enthusiastically they might
rearrange the car's peripatetic
interior trim (a pothole once fired
the radio faceplate straight into my
face = no kidding).

This expensive upgrade will
need to be planned carefully, so
as astopgap I've fitted a set of
Goodridge braided brakes lines. Far
£66 they lessen the dead spot at
the top of the pedal’s travel. Mot
only does this feel quite nice but it
probably equates to the difference
in reaction time between someone
whois sober and someone with two
pints of Tennent's Super down the
hatch. Alas, after that, retardation
is as feeble as ever, so it would be
wonderful to at some point get the
car stopping aswell at it goes. B3
Richard Lane (@_rlane)

_ Dateacquired August 2013
Totalmileage 29777
Mileage thismonth 193
Coststhismonth £66.62
braided brake lines

mpgthismonth 252
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Volkswagen
Golf GTI
Clubsport

Edition 40

When is 261bhp not
261bhp? When it's on the
Edition 40's Performance
Monitor readout

E OVERBOOST.IT'S THE
o bane of a car magazine

that takes pride in getting
its facts and figures correct. Any
car equipped with this increasingly
common feature suddenly has two
maximum power and torgue figures
tokeep track of, along with some
accompanying conditions regarding
when and for how long the larger pair
of peaks might be achieved,

That is assuming the car’s maker
shares full details of the overboost
in the first place. Take the 179bhp
Fiesta ST, for example, It can actually
produce 197bhp on overboost, but
youwon't find any mention of this at
ford.co.uk or in the car's brochure,
However, check out the tech spec
for 2016's ST200 limited edition and
you'll see Ford finally let slip details
of the boggo ST's extra power. And
suddenlyit's clear why that car feels
considerably more sprightly than its
official numbers might suggest.

Sowhat's the overboost deal with
the Edition 407 By default its EABBS
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‘Realistically there’s
no time when the
overboostisn't
available to you in
third gear or above’

engine produces 261bhp between
5350 and 6600rpm, with 258Ib ft of
torgue between 1700 and 5300rpm.
But if you put your foot to the floor
in third gear or above, overboost is
engaged for up to ten seconds and
those peaks increase to 286bhp and
280Ib ft. As opportunites to keep the
accelerator pinnedin third or ahove
for this amount of time are pretty
rare, this realistically means there's
no time when the extra boost isn't
available to you in these gears.

| thought that the Performance
Monitor display that's tucked away
in the infotainment system of
some recent Golfs might be able to
confirm the differing power peaks
as you progress through the gears.
Press the Car button, then choose
Selection, then Sport, and three
handy gauges appear, showing
boost pressure, power and G-forces,
(You can also swap any of these
for oil temperature or coolant
temperature, or switch the whole
display to alap timer.)

So, after some experimental
acceleration runs, what did |
discover? Well, firstly that no matter
how | tackled it, | could never achieve
more than 236bhp in first gear.
Hitting the non-overboost peak of
261bhpin second was not a problem,

ket KNI

though. Andinthird? Erm, well, it
looked like 261bhp again {or 195kW to
be precise, as the display uses the S
unit of power). But | dor't think VW
is lying about the overboost; it's just
that the needle on the gauge hits its
digitally rendered end-stop at 261bhp
and progresses no further,

The official line from VW is that
the factory ‘set up the Performance
Maonitor systern to show the “always
available” power peak, rather than
the temporary boost peak. which
does rather spoil the fun of this
display for Edition &0 drivers, but at
least youcan see an increase onthe
boost gauge, from a peak of around
1.8bar in second gear to as much as
21bar with overboost.

Perhaps the important thing is
that the car definitely feels good for
its quoted 286bhp in third gear and
above. Infact, you can't really tell
that it delivers less insecond or even
first. Which possibly suggests that
we shouldn’t get too hung up on the
numbers, after all.

Ian Eveleigh

Dateacquired October 2006
__ Totalmileage 6859
Mileage thismonth 1134
Coststhismonth 0
_mpgthismonth 310
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Ferrari
F40

The Secret Supercar Owner
enjoys a brief reunion with
anold friend

IT WAS ALMOST TWO

I years to the day from when
I had last seen the F40, but
a business trip to the UK with a bit
of free time upon arrival gave me an
ideal window to take the car out for
areunion drive. A few past attempts
at such had been short-circuited by
the wrong kind of weather, but on
this particular Monday it was anear-
perfect day.

My flight landed on time and a good
friend picked me up at Heathrow in
his mint Ferrari 512TR. After a short
drive up into the Buckinghamshire
countryside, we were at the gates
of the storage unit. The current
custodians of the F40 had it out
waiting, sitting alluringly in the
sunshine and ready to go. A quick
visual checkindicated that everything
wasin order, so down | dropped into
the recently reupholstered racing
bucket, It was a wonderful feeling
being back behind the wheel of the
last car the great Enzo Ferrari signed
off. Key in the ignition, a push of the
starter button and the twin-turbo V8
fired up immediately. After giving it
agood ten minutes to warm up, we
headed out.

The F40 is not aneasy car to drive,
so | was surprised at how comfortable
I felt behind the wheel after all that
time. The steering weight is perfect,
the brakes adequate and that 471bhp
engine absolutely feral. The next
couple of hours were spent enjoying
anumber of A- and B-roads that we
used to drive on Sunday mornings
when | lived nearby. The F&0 was
every bit as involving and thrilling as |
remember it being. Cars do not come
any more evo than this.

It's now back instorage, where it
will sit for six months before it finally
comes over to the US. That short
drive may well have been this F40's
last outing on UK tarmac.

Secret Supercar Owner
(@supercarowner)
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The steering weight
is perfect, the
brakes adequate,
and that engine
absolutely feral

Above: the F40 awaits
its owner’s arrival outside
the storage unititis
temporarily calling home.
Right: using twin turbos,
Ferrari coaxed 471bhp
from just 2.9 litres back
in1987 - and thisinacar
weighing just 1100kg

Dateacquired Novernber 2006

Total mileage 29.329
Mileage thismonth 52
Coststhismonth 20
mpgthismonth [t'sanF40.
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Skoda Octavia Estate VRS 230

The devil is in the detail, and there’s a fiery corner of hell reserved for some of the Skoda's software

THE OCTAVIA HAS RAPIDLY
| T | vassedthe 10,000-mile

mark and certain things
about it are starting to become a
little, well, irritating. | must stress
that on thewhole this car is stilla
pleasure to run, but niggles meanit's
far from perfect.

Let's start with the parking
sensors, which seem to operate only
in maximum-panic mode, erupting
into long beeps when the nearest
solid object is still a good metre
away. The beeping also silences
Radio 1, whichin my book is simply
unforgivable, although some older
members of the evo team claim not
to be able to tell the difference.

The nextissue concerns the
tyre pressure warning system. A
puncture alert is not what youwant
to see when you're on the M6 after
along day shooting and are still
two hours from home, but recently
| have had to pull over injust such
circumstances on two separate
occasions, each time for a different

wheel. The pressures appear fine
when checked, so 'mnot sure what's
causing the false alarms. |"ve now
reset the monitoring system, solet's
hope that cures it.

My final qualm concerns the
infatainment unit, which has been
driving me crazy throughout my
time in the Qctavia, Yes, it has the
excellent Apple CarPlay. And yes,
it has great Bluetooth/hands-free.
The reversing camera also works
brilliantly, but why are modern built-
in satnavs worse than a smartphone
running Google Maps?

The Skoda's journey-time
predictions seem to be around 30
minutes out on every long trip |
make, while its software is not aware
of many new roads. The display also
runs with a slight delay, meaning you
can quite easily miss your turning.
But backtrack and take the turnyou
missed and the satnav decides to
redirect you on a new route, even
though you're back on the original
one. It's driving me insane!

‘All my photographic
equipment was
strapped safely
down so | could really
have some fun’

Dateacquired November 2006
Total mileage 10955
Mileage thismonth 1422
Costs thismonth £0
mpg thismonth 311

Anyway, rant over. Now let me
talk about how much fun | had
driving in Snowdonia whilst shooting
the GTA6/MX-5 RF feature for this
month's issue.

Getting off the motorway meant
Ecomode got swapped for vRS
mode, as long stretches of winding
roads and great weather were in the
offing. All photographic equipment
was also strapped safely down sol
could really have some fun,

| really do enjoy the way this car
performs; 227bhpis ample and
there's just enough grip from the
Pirelli P Zeros. The brakes are also
pretty fantastic. There's personality,
too: at one point the car went light
over a crest when the engine was on
the verge of kissing the rev limiter
and it made the exhaust pop like
arally car's. Perhaps it was just a
malfunction of the ‘fake' engine
noise pumped through the cabin
speakers, but god it sounded great.
Unlike those parking sensors. B
Aston Parrott (@AstonParrott)
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Ford
Focus ST
Estate

ST estates have proved
a hit with numerous evo
staff members, but one
of us is struggling to see
the appeal

ST'ownership' and |

E finally opened the boot.

Thankfully, the Ark of the Covenant-
style whirlwind of ghouls | was
expecting never materialised, and
unlike Indiana Jones's foe, my face
remains unmelted. The luggage
areais abit manky, but that's to be
expected given the car's pravious
use as a video-wagon. It's nothing a
good vacuurm won't sort.

Installing my carry-oncase for
a flight is hardly the most taxing
use of the tradesman's entrance,
but I've got tojustify it being there
somehow. The ST is having to work
a lot harder to justify itself tome,
however. Where my old Kia Proceed
GT long-termer was the equivalent
of a kid who arrives at class early,
completes all his homewark but
rarely pipes up in class discussions,
the Focus is proving to be something
of aclass clown, twanging his ruler
off the edge of a desk and refusing
to tuck in his shirt.

I'm not sure what | was expecting
from a car that struggles to put
its power down in the dry, but on
greasy winter roads rarely a moment
goes by where the Ford's front
wheels are rotating at the same
speed as their counterparts astern.
[ like to think I'mnot a total yob and |
do have some degree of control over
my right foot, but very little throttle

AMONTHINTOFOCUS
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‘Calling it tramlining
would do a grave
disservice to urban
railed transport’

atallis needed to send the front
axleinto a tizz. The torque-steer

is mighty, too, and when the car's
not dragging me across the road
under power, it's doing it at a cruise,
since every crease, white line and
ripple pulls the steering this way and
that. Calling it 'tramlining’ would da
a grave disservice to urban railed
transport; trams at least travelin a
straight line.

The ST deigns toirritate me in
other ways, too, First, there's the
heated windscreen. It's among the
world's greatest inventions on a
frosty morning, but is a gnawing
irritation whenever it's dark, which
happens far more often. The tiny
wires that supply the heat diffract
the headlights of oncoming vehicles,

Dateacquired Movernber 2006
Totalmileage 1990
Mileage this month 1368
Coststhismonth £0
mpgthismonth 314

making other traffic a mass of
indistinct, distracting light.

Another ‘convenience’ feature,
Ford's Easy Fuel system (designed to
prevent the wrong type of fuel nozzle
being inserted, or the syphoning
hose of a petrol thief), has made
filling up anything but easy. 've
not yet discovered the atomically
precise position the nozzle needs
to adopt tonot click off every three
seconds, but when | do I'll spend
significantly less of my life lingering
at petrol stations with my fellow

fillers glaring at me as | curse the
Ford's very existence,

I'm not too keen on the notchy,
obstructive gearshift, either, which
unlike the shift on our old Fiesta
ST long-termer has not improved
significantly with age. The turning
circle is also hopeless (what usels
a quick steering ratioif the wheels
don’t turn very far?) and on cold
mornings turning the steering wheel
causes its trim to creak.

If the Focus ST was merely
unruly, the inconvenience would be
occasional, and in fairness to Ford's
247bhp, front-wheel-drive estate,
| expect its behaviour, and at least
some of its issues, will improve when
the weather does.

Antony Ingram (@evoAntony)
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rrajor test of the car (D = Drven, R = Road test or group test, F = Feature, FF = Fast Fleet). Call 0844 844 0039 10 onder a back
issue. Price i on-the-road including VAT and delbwery chages. Engine i the car's rmain motor only — additional hylbrid tech

=t shown, Weedght s the car's kerb weight as guoted by the manufacturer. bhpeton is the power-to-weight mtio based on
manufacturer's kerb weight. 0-60mph and 0-100mph figures in bold are independently recorded, all other performance figures
are manufacturers’ claims. ©02 g/hm s the officlal EC figure and EC mpg is the official 'Combined’ figure or equivalent.
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Mbarth 595 Competizione WD EM090 4368 TSAUSS00  TOO000  MASkg 155 T4 - 13 155 435 -+ Spirited engine. still looks great - Favours fun over finesse b2 3 5o
Albarthibs Biposto 205R  E330%5 4365 1815500 HBAS3000 99Tk = & - 153 - - + Engineered ke a true Abasth product - Desirable exiras make this a £50k city car L8 8 8 s
Afa Romeo Giulietta O 1990 E2B330 442 230RT50 251000 1320kg M2 6D - 13 W 403« Stillleoks good, andnawits got the 4075 engine - Fricey, andil has mone rewarding rivals kA
Alfa Romeo Gitlie! fa Cloveniear 4D TN T2 ZENES00 2SWIeO0 13Awg 9 68 - 150 W7 32+ Shows signs of deep [aeni. - _but shoukd be mare eaciling *ekederer
A 51 Mk E2505 4984 NAM000 2710600 13Skg 1R 58 - 155 ¥ 404 -+ Compliant and engaging chassis; guick, too - Looks dul without options e dededlr
Auei AT guiat tro Ll I &84 BIE000  25EAA00 MMk W 5r - 158 Mg 328« Polshed 2530 al-wheel-civie AT - st 19 or UK, Porsche Cayman prce e
Auifi 53 B8R E3ZI0 AMGE4  29GG500  2E0NB00  139Skg 26 54 125 165 W2 S04« Lotsof gipand one af th best-sounding four-pol turbos - 50l a B oo dinical e e
Audi RS3 Sportback 2R 406 SAMB0 36S500 343025 MhMOkg M2 A6 - 155 189 349 «Addictive five-cylinder notse; monster pace - Chassis not exacthy playful iy
Audi'53 ER 06T WG MLB000  MSEAES00  MMESkg B3 S8 IG5 M8 302« Venyfask veryeffactive verj ef qualty - 4 i te foo climical L b 8 ot
AR5 3 Sporiack [ MMEQ JE0L00  JRTE00  INSkg Q6 45 - 155 A2 0+ Ve last very effeciive vevy. o qually. with added fve-pal chavacter - A i te too chinical L s
BT 125 M Spon D EIT0e0  AMAT DES000 B0 KMOkg 6 B4 - 155 156 428  +Performance. price, running costs - Dul four-pot scundurack L8
IBATW M35 2R E30W &AM JVSE00 33000 KMDkg 28 52 - 155 W8 353  «Powertrain, nolse, chassks, price - MES] looks nicer, and has an L50 aption e el
BAYY 1300 Sport ER 00 G006  MLBE50  23A2TS0 MRy B &1 153 15 - 0+ Fantashicengine - Suspension can sl get a itte bolngy L2 0.8 ot
Citrodn Sanp VT35 2oR  WUF &A158F  OB600  TORRA0  9askg 0 O R6 226 W - 29« Chunky, chuckabio chavger - Cancaleh out the imwary .5 5 88
Citrodn AXGT WiR AW 1360  BRE400 SAN000 TINg 0 82 - m - : + Miakirs hevrific Lse of B3R - Foels e 1S made frovm paper el
Citrodn D53 L6 THP K2R W75 41508 BA000 KOO Mok M 72 - 133 5 422 A proper Frenchhot Raich - Petrofeads might find it foo designed” L i
Citrodn 053 Racing 530 W2 41588 AMAED00 2032000 IMOkg WV 65 - ME ME - + A faster, fatshier D53 - Nod as hardeore as its ‘Racing' tag suggests dodededrds
U5 3 Performance 220 120495 41598 MAM000 213000 NTSkg 1T a5 - 43 125 504 -« Althenght ingredients - Undercooked ik
Fiat Parda \0HP &R 06T 1368 PAB000 ORI wokg W3 95 - M5 B 435+ Mosl funper pound on thermacke! - Dptional ESP can’t be tumed off dedededelr
[Ford Fiesta 5T TR EIT545 4150 BTSN MeFEN00  WaBkg B4 T4 184 1T 138 479« Chassks,price, punchy performance - Mot as powerful as keyrivals e
[Ford Flesta 5T Mountune 3R EIBME 459  ARB000 2360750  W08Bkg WE B4 - 1%a 138 - + Oneof the best mid-sized hatches made even better - Badge snobbery i
Ford Fiesta 5TI00 IHR EMS 4596 TIE000 236500 WEBkg WA 67 - 13 W0 463+ Massive fun - Mountune version offers the same power for considerably less Hrrree
Ford Fiesta Zetec S 230 we-n 506 REBO00  T2A0S0 IMMSkg B 99 - 10 I3 487+ Genunely eierianing Supenming - Grovm up campaned to Twinga St Lt
Fovd Festa ST 750 0508 490 MBS0 MOJRN mhgy @ 18 - e - 382 +(Great books, decent brakes - Disappointing chassls, gutless angine bkt
[Ford Focus ST TDCE Estate 200 £S5 4007 MARA3S00 MA000 BBkg 14 B3 - 135 N0 673 -« Performance not sacrificed at the alber of economy - Gets ragged whenreally pushed RS 5 5 2
Ford Focus 5T TR RZRTAS AR MEES00 26000000 I36@kg B 65 - 154 150 415« Excellent enging - SCrappy when pushed ARk
[Ford Focus 5T Mountune 187D E23540 41900  XTIGS00 0 XATSD I36%kg A2 5T - 154+ W9 - + Great vadue ipgrade - Steering stil not as feelsome as that of some rivals e ek dedls
Fovd Focus ST MR - SN D000 BAW00 IMZXg W &7 M8 I IN 304+ Valbe performance, integnily - Big engine compromises hanaing *k Ak
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Miry Coopear 5 (R53) PR 0A06 4588 BRED00  TSSA000 IMOkg K3 T8 M9 135 - 316« Strong performance quality feal- Over-long gearing s e
Mird Cooper 5 Waorks GP (R53) iR D6 1598 ASTIO0  TALASD0 109k A0 65 - M@ - 328 « Stoeming engine, agily- Tacky siyling ‘enhancements’ Joded Ak
Wissan Juke Nisma RS 08D EN9Es  ANGIE ASE000 20603600 133kg W6 TD - 13 WS 392« Quikycharacter and bold styling - Not amatch fora pulkahot hatch dedeewrr
Peugea! K6 Ralye (Series 20 . -8 4587 NIBN0 R3O seSky I BB - - 30+ Bavgain no-fils thills - Nol a5 ruch iz as origingl 1.3 e
Pougeat 06 Raliye (Series 1) 958 M- AP NOTA0 8000 AMkg 23 s - m - 356« Frantic, thrashy fun - Needs caning to extract full polentia! dodd i
[Peugeat 208 GTi B4R LIBEYS 41598 WISA00 0 20300 mMedkg 173 6B TIO 143 125 479« Agilechassis workswel on toughroads - Could be more imoking Hededrder
Peugeot 208 GTi by Peugeat Sport IHR B9 AW WSR00 VTR0 TEdE T 65 - 3 W5 418« Themast focused small atch on Sae - Nearly E0k mone thin & Festa 5T Mouriune ARk
Peugeat 30BGTI S50by Peugeot Sport 23R E26855 41508 MAMBOOD 203100 1205kg A7 62 - 155 130 &1« Averycapablehot hatche - _that Backs the sheer peciternent of the best inclass ke

evo videos!

Experience the
sound and fury at
youtube.com/evo
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MULKE & MODEL

Pewgeot 308 GTI 270 by Peugeot Sport
Peugegt 20561119

Peugest 306 GT1 6
Peugest 306 Ralye

Fenault Twinga GT

Renaultsport Twingo 113
Rt sport Cha 200 Auta
Renaulitsport Cho 220 Trophy
Renaultsport Clo 200 Cup
Renauitspor! Cio 97 Qg
Renault sport Cio 152
Renault sport Clo 182 Cup
Renaultsport Cho Tropfy
Renaultspor Cio 172 Cug
Renaultsport Cio V6 255
Renaultsport Clo V5
Renault Chiy Willkams

Renault 5 GT Turbo
Renaut oot Mbgsmne 275 Cug-5
Renaultsport Mégane Nav 275
Renaultsport Mégane 265 Cup
Renaultsport Misane 275 Trophy
Renault soor Mbgioe 275 Trophy-R
Renaultsport Mégana 250 Cup
Renaultsport Mégane dCi 75 Cup
Renault sport Mégang 230 F1 Team R26
Renault spor! Mégane RM.R
SEAT Ibiza Cupra

SEAT bhiza Cupva

SEAT Leon Cupea 200

SEAT Loon Cuipra 280

SEAT Leon Cupra
SEAT Lean Cupra R

SEAT Lean Cupra R 225

S Fabér vRS (M)

Skodk Faby vRS (M)

Shoda Octavia vRS (Mk3)

Sk Oclavia viRS 230 (MK3)
Skoda Octavia vRS TDI &ad (M3}
Shodta O tavia vRS (Wk2)
Subaru impreza STI3305
Suuli Swift Sport (MkZ)

Sk St Sport (WK
Vauchall Corsa VR

Waurchall Corsa VXR

Vinchall Corsa VR NiingAChubsport
Vauochall Astra VR (Mk2)
Vauchall dstra VAR (MES)

W U SEAT MiuSkoda Citigo
Wil Podo GTI

VW Polo GT1

W Golf GTI (MWKT5)

VW Golf GTD (MkT)

W Golf GTI (MKT)

W Golf G Clubspart Edition S0 [MET)
VW Golf GTI Clabsport 5 (M)
W Golf B (MKT)

VW Golf GT7 Mk

VW Golf R (Mt}

Wi Godf GTI (MRS)

VI Goif R32 (h5)

VW Golf GT7 i (MR 2T

Folvo C30 TS R-Design

OUR CHOICE

Volkswagen Golf R. in MET form the & Goif has finally become amodel it's
possible to nealy get encited about, bacause joining the usual dass, qualty,

fiour-wiveel-drive sequity and impressive pace s a truly engaging driving
experience. Therg's even an estateversion, too
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THE
KNOWLEDGE

BEST OF THE REST

the Peugeot 208 GTi by Peugent Sport.

+ Thilling and engaging on smoath roads - Areal handful anbumgy ones

+ Stilscintilating aftes all theze years- Brittke buald gualiy

+ e of the groat GTIs - They don't rmake them e s aay mare

+ Exsentinlyd GTT-6 for less dosh - Limailed choice of colours

* Nipgy performance - Less fun than a rear-engined Renault Sport-fettled car should be
+ Renaudtsport experience for pocketmaney - Opbiona/ Cup chassls ghves bouncy ride

+ Fastir, more refined, dasier 1o dine - Wiemiss e nbny nat-5p erging and rmangal o
+ Willing chassks - Awful paddieshift gearbax

+ The hat Ciho at its best - They don't make /f anymane

+ Quick. polished and capable - Not s moch sheer fun as 182 Cug

+ T ot Ratches b0 amiw vl - Fliwed driving pasilion

+ Full af beans, fantastic vabe- Sunday-rmarke! upholstery

+ The most fun you can have on three (sometimes two] whoa's - Just S00 were bull
* Bargain old-school ot hatch - Nervous in the wer noABS

+ Sypercar drama without Hhe originals edgy handling - Lininspired infanior

+ Pocke! supercar - Mid-engined handiing can be [ricky

» One of bthe bast fat hatches ever- Can be fragie

» Clhio Willams grand-claddy - Few unmodified anos keft

+Cupohasss, LD the sami gnging a5 ihe Traphy-R - Coulks be too havdeons for same
+ A more luxuriows 275 - Cup chassls is an option

+ A hot hatich benchmark - Cuphoddar could be bet fer positioned

+ Anedher cracking Trophy moadel - Srpped-oul Trophy-R & even moee bhriling

+ A5 absorbing as 3 W GTI RS an the ngil road - Too Lncampramising for some gricey
+ Fantastic chassls_ - _partially abscuved by new-found maturily

+ A diesef with a geninedy sporty chassls - Could take more power

* The car bhe RIG6.R & basedon - FT Team stckens in authious taste

+ One of the true hot hatch heroes - Tao seats, plastic rear windows

+ Quick_competent. refined. and mameal only - Nat exciting enowgh

+ Punchy engine, unfiappable 056 - Lacks angapament, D56 only

« Sevious pace and apiity for Golf G monesy, now withan extra 10bhp - The MEFGolf R
+ Savious pace and agiily for Golf GTImaney - The M7 Goll R

» Great enging, compoeswe - Doesn't have adustabiity of old Cupra #

+ Boid car, bindling engine - Lacks the character of its mval mega-hatches

& Cross-country pace. prachicality. vilue - Mol &5 hiling as some

+ Wied griceat, well e, wallh grodl engine md D56 o - Dull sleering

+ Fascinatingly fun and frugaihot hatfoh - A Kitle shart on steering foal

+ Quick_ agle, roomier than aGolf - Mde s harsh for what could be a family car

+ Limited-ship il makess for a sharper steer - H could handie mone than the et 10bhg
+ Four-wheel drive tightens the vRS chassis - Diesel and D56 only

+ Orives e a GTVbwt costs muchless - Green brake calipers?

& A bt guicker than the ST - _but not betfer

« The Swift's still a great pocket rocket - But it's bost a little adjustabiity

+ Entertaining handling, wel buill - Lacking in sheering feeatack

+ Begs tolbe wrung out - Youllneed the £2400 Performance Pack.

+ L ks snazzy, punchy engine - Lacks feel, uncouth compared with rivals

+ WXR gers e ooy g 3 Bimiit - gl i - Bul Bty conne aF aprice

+ Bitter than the car it replaces: ooy turbo pace - Lacks RE Miégane's procision

* Fast and furious - Lacks a e composure and precision

+ Apcomplished city caris dynamically sound _ - _but predictably show

+ St and brawry - Fiesta ST Smare engagng

+ Modarn-clay mkl Golf G TT gets twin-clutoh 056 - Ir's.a Btble bif bland

+ Still themast capable all-round hot hatch - Should be maore thriling

* Pace, fuel economy, souns good fior a diesel - Lacks the extraedgeof the GTI

+ Brillianitly resohved -Lacks the punch of newer rivals

+ A faster, sharper, more entertaning GTI - Some rivals anemarne exciting on track

+ Runner-upat eva Car ol the Yaar 2006 - Only £00 bodt

= AW T modie you can take serously - Mégane 275 jusfedges it as apure drivers' o
+ Sty vy accomplshed hat hafch - 2070 T 4 led any mone

+Greal engine, fremendows pace and poise - Mgh price, adap tie darmpers optiong
« Character and ability: the GTI's retun to form - Lacking frepower?

« Trachion's graat and you T ive the soundtrack - Weidstilhavea 61

& S el vir oy el - Wiy hand fo fing @ srandard ong

+ Good-iooking. desirabie Volvo - Lacks edge of best hatches. Avold aufo

Don’t miss these great evo videos...

SUPERMINIS & HOT HATCHES

1 the Golf R |5 foo mature toappeal, try the Ford Focus RS (pictured), o if front-
dirive is your thing. cansider the Golf GTI Clubspart Edition &0 or SEATS Leon
Cupra 200, Amongst the smaller hatches, the Fiesta ST Mountune just edges
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Unwrapped

Unwrapped

Head-to-head

Leaderboard

New Porsche 911 GT3 RS

Alpine A110

Mégane Trophy v Golf R

McLaren 5705



Showroom Knowledge

TAILORED CAR COVERS
FORINDOOR & OUTDOOR USE

For owver 35 years, we've been the market

leader in supplying innovative solutions in car
protection. British designed and rmanufactured
we're proud of our heritage and it shows in the
unrivalled quality of our products.

Exclusive savings code: EVO-2017

T: 01943864646 — o \!:

E: info@specialisedcovers.com

W: specialisedcovers.com ._ SPECIALISED
fYyo : : COVERS

Look at what
we've got covered

CLASSIC ADDITIO

T i | | W

The car cover people
=

ditions.co.uk
ditions.co.uk

EVER TRY OMNE OF THOSE SUPERCAR EXPERIENCE EVENTS? : :_>.
byviswmweswesll DROTECTALL  ©

Here's an opportunity to acquire your own driving
experience events business, complete with
custom track and a collection of supercars.

for less than it normally costs to refurbish just one!

You can’t call yourself a real petrolhead unless you own your Protect your wheels from kerb damage
own, custom racetrack. Suits 98% of wheel and tyre combinations

! ’ ) Tyres can be changed with AlloyGators in place
Your own sports and rally cars, including Ferraris, Suitable for run-flat tyres

Lamborghinis, Aston Martins and Porsches. Protects tyre wall from damage

To take your obsession to the next level, call or email us on
the details below, quoting ref# 144454, to discover more.

P For more information E' E
l: 01204 555 060 ALLOYGATOR®  www.alloygator.com
Email: info@kbscorporate.com WHEEL PROTECTION or call us on 08450 707078 O]

KBS Corporate is a company sales specialist acting on behalf of our client

corporate &2

154 www.evo.co.uk
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RATINGS -+ Thrill-free zone +# % Tepid +# %+ Interesting # % % % Seriously good + % % % % A truly great car SALOONS 7 ESTATES / 5UVs

OUR CHOICE

Alfa Romeo Giulia Quadrifoglio. &1 last, an Alfa Romeo we can kve not
just for its badge. for the noise it makes and for being [Ralian, but because it
3 great cav. In fact, the Giulla Quadrifogiio s a saloon car that feels ke asports
car = and thankfuly that sports car isn't a4C.

BEST OF THE REST

Mencedes-AMG'S new ES3 S shiatice (pictured) has set the bar high for the
next M5, while Porsche's Panarnera Turbo feels good for its Tmin 38sec Ring
tirme. Move down 2 size and Mescedes-AMG's (63 5 is a highly desirable
package, although some may prefer the more focused feel of BMW's M3

= F = = =
L3 sg = = e = § § E E o
¥ E 32 » & g2 § § s g =
Alfa Romeo Giuka Quadrifoglio 1298 E50000 AOEA 500500 4433500 Bldkg 335 39 B 198 403  « HFerranibuilt asaloon (really) - Ladks the final polishof Germanrivals e deded
Alpina D3 Biturbo (F30) B20  EATO50 6991 3AGA000 5WS00  IBESkg X 46 T3 13 533+ 3mphfrom a3-litre diessl! Brillant chassis, too - Autg only e i
Alpira B3 Biturba (F30) BED  ESTARD  AAIGTD AD4SS00  A4X/3000  ME3DkE 252 43 B W 3D+ Understated appearance, monster perfonmance - E90 ME i better an the limit e
AstonbMartin Rapide 5 00 EKTO50 125035  SSMG50 4655500 O0kg  x2 42 203 300 A9+ Ooresstar guality, gearboe on 20T5MY cars a big improvement - Its cosy intheback. sk ke
Aston Martin Rapide KiR w013 125035 LME000  MIS000 Modkg MO 52 By 35 - + Boffer than its DE9 sihing - More 3 22 than 2 proper four-seater e e
Audi 53 Saloon K20 E3Z330  4AWES  29ATGS00  ZBOMA00  K3Dkg 0 53 1B W2 X4+ Onpaperamaichios theanginal 54 - inneality much less intesesting dedededrd
Audi 54 (B5) 1230 E44000  GA99D  AG0400  3eWETD W30k 8 4T 55 66 387+ Strongresponseand deveny from o enging - Chassis fees softer than before b s s st
Audh 54 (B8 S0 D8-TE AR5 IMRTS00 MO0 oSk MS 490 - 55 M M9« Geeatsupercharged powerfraln, secure chassts - The RS54 ek T
Al RS Avard! (B8] JGR T BAMT  444B20 ATEO00  ISkg 35 45 105 IR M9 264 < Lovksandsounds the part. thundiarously fast - Lnatural steenng okl cynamics xR AT
Alh BS54 (87) R 0508 BAMY  4WTROD  IWEEDG 660k 55 45 109 IS - - + 4lebhpar FE00mm! And theve s anes tale version [0 - Busy under braking e
Audl RS (BS) IR D002 62T TSRO0 325500 MMkg 236 4.8 &1 70« Effortiess pace- Mot the bist wordinagiity: Bends wheel rims e derr
Al RS2 JMR WeR5S  S2N JISES00 083000 BoRg A0 &8 13T W2 - B+ Storming perfarmance {thanks fo Parschel - Try finding one ek e
© Al 555portback H3ID  EATO00 6295 3LOML00 369/3T0  WBeOkg MW 4T 155 W6 BT+ Invobingand rewasding: strong Vb engine - Gearbax frustratingin auto mode ES 8 5 5
Al 56 ong pe- 3046 4290800 WE000 Mg 2B 52 - 55 299 224« Evenfaster, angdiscreet withit - Verymuted Vi@ Rk A
Audi R56 Avant (CT) IR ET9S06  AAIGAD  SSLETO0 SMVTTSD  WN3Skg 190 34 B2 1S 213 W4+ Performance foolproaf powertrain, beefy looks - Feels a bit one-dimensional e ddr
Audi RS6 Avant Perfoemance (C7) 26D EBG6AR0  A/3993  SOTMGN00  S5APN00  WSOkg M ar - 155 223 X4 o+ Theextra power is o hassle for the chasss - A stem test of sef-pontrol E 8 % 8 88
Auh BE6Avant (Ca) Mak  D8-T0  MNeS  STAERS0  4TVISO0  MOMSkg 28T 43 7 5 333 202 o Theworldsmast powerfiestale - Power st everyihing b8 8 5
Audh RSG Avard (5] 052R 024 BARD  4445T00 SIS0 RSk NI 4.8 MA IS5 - By« Theobimate estate o Mumb sieenng e e
Audi R57 Sportback ER  EBA4ES AANE S0 W0 BIdkg 22 3 - B3 22 I8A -+ Stonking perfommance, great locks - Numb diving expirience ki
Audi 5T Sportback MO E6L3B0  A3993 L4/5000 G0&KOD  MMSkg N6 46 Bs 25 - + Looks and drives better than 56it's based on - Costs E4000 more ek e
Ausdi 58PS A0 ESEISS  AOE TR0 S53ISD0  WOlkg 05 38 1Bs 2% B2+ Famastic drivetrain, gualty andrefinement - Dynamic Steering feels aificial * Ak
Audi 503 060 E46120 B0 3EVOI00  131N600  MOSkg 206 4B B3 203 32 «Surpeisingly characterful better thammany RS - High centreof granity L s
Bantley Flying Spur V8 000 E3ZEOO AA%93  S00M000 AETATO0  D34Xkg X 49 B3 254 59 -+ Effortless performance with real top-endlick - Determinedhy ursporting et kAt
Bentley Flying Spur V8.5 2300 EKZB00 63993 SAM000 SONTIO0  134kg XM 46 B 256 359+ Okd-school approach to comfort and luoury - Oid-school bech kA
Bentley Flying Spur B30 £I54900 125998 GI6G000 S90A600  MO0kz 261 43 200 343 B0« Morepower than old Fying Spur Speed - Feals its weight: engine sounds tul et deokdn
Bemiley Bentayga AT0 EMGAPO0 125950 6DOVS0O00 6H4N350 23Sk 2 40 - BT 26 A6+ Subbme quality, ridiculous pace - Inert driving experience, SUV stigma b ey
Bentley Mulsanne MBF  E2M360 BTS2 S0GMI00 TEAATSD  MOkg  WT 51 . B4 342 B3+ Drivesiike amodern Bentiey should - Shame it doesn’t look ke one too v ddkr
Bentley Mulsanne Spesd 123F  E252000 AM6TR2  S30M00  BIVITSO 6i0kg 206 4B - B0 342 13« Characterful superbbuild quakty - Abit pricey._. ek s
BMW 330d M Sport (F30) B0 EIA00 G991 ZSAM000 AB000 2 B40kg 168 56 155 W9 516 +(veatengine finehanding gocd value - Steeving confuses weight with fieel be s 8 nd
BMW 3400 M Sport Touring (F31) 1280 E4L63S  AAGRE IES00 330380 MiSkg 202 51 155 158 415+ Fisdsome rear-drikcha 535 - Easy to drive it beyond its combort zone ek
MW 435 Gran Coupe 030 E4IBES 69D JORGE00 200/R00  BASkg 1 55 - 135 W M0+ Supirb straight-six fing ndeshandirg balanoe - 335 siloon weghs and costs less *hkkkd
B M3 [F80) MR E56505 A/HT0  L2LSS00 S0AME50 Bi0kg X &1 B6 155 & 311+ Looks performance, peacticalty - Body control on rough roads; engine ladis character  diede s b
BMWMI (ER0) IZ3R 0a-T B3999  4MBI00  XNSF900 J60Skg 267 49 JOF 65 290 228+ Everybil 35 good as the E92MF coupe - Nocarbon ool e
BMWMICRT (E90) mg W0 BAZAD  GE4BI00 ZMOTHD DBIRg  JBF 44 - Bwr N5 - + Saoan chasss + welgh! savings « GTS enging = best BRI M3 - Jusl 67 wene magke L s i
BMWMS (FIOM) XBR T 84305 SRAB000 SOVSO0  Bikg 300 43 - B 23 2B5 -+ Twin-furbocharging suits M5 wall - Canfeel heawyat times ekt
BMWMSEs0) YR 4-T0 M990 S00TTRD 30400 WSSkg 289 &7 4 S - e+ Close to being the wilimate supersaloan - SMG gearbax feals old- tech dekkkd
BMWMS (E29) O] W-03 R4S 9LB600 693800 MSkg 227 49 IS D5 - - + Magnificent VE-engined supersaioon - Wl benit-picking L b
BMWMSERD MR W6 A5 MOBR00 MSNTH) BSdg 209 59 QS 55 - - + The Gadlather of supersaloons - The lamily cancome foo ek e
B MG Gran Coupe B0 EOS665 B30 S52M000 SO1MS00  BTSkg 29 42 - 155 2R 5 +Enonmousperfonmance. stylish looks - Price tag looks slly next torvals, M3 induded sk dlede
& BMWMOLIxDrive [0 EEEM0  12%502 A0RSS00 590550 0 ZB0ke @ 3T - 155 24 321+ Morecapable thanyoud think - Toomuch of a lima to be penuinely exciting b5 8 aiaid
BMW X5 MS0d BID S350 &G0 IGA000  S4E/H000 200kz 155 53 55 W3 428  +Straght-linepace - Driving experience ientical to standard X5, despitetheMbadge ks
BMW X6 M 2D ES3I00  AA305  SHTE000  S51ZaD0  I265kg M5 42 55 258 154+ Bigimprovement onits predecessor - Coupe reafing still of questionable taste e ddr
BMWEGM 40 09-T5  BAIS  MIE000 SORS00  I30WE M1 4T T 325 203+ Fasl, refinedand comionlmbie - But It definitely lacks the M factor dekedr e
Brabus Bulit MR c£330000 26233 THUSI00 BVZI00  B50kg 395 38 aro- - + Seven hundred and twenty bhp - Three hundred thousand pounds ek
Cadilac CT5-V KER E6T030 A2 SSGMI00  SoLGE00  KaEkg 293 39 Wl 365 W1« Hstand outamong M-cars and AMGS - The novelty might wearalf e
Cadilc CTG 260  EE99R0  OAGAT AVET00  S0WES00  WEDkg W ST - K8 I3 Bl -+ Caddy'sS-classmal scoresoncombort - Bul not on diverimobiment *h
Honda Accord Type R 2R W03 LS AGTHO BRETW Dotk M3 &1 Té K2 - 24+ Oneof the finest front-drivers of all time- Lack of image ek e
Inifind tl G505 Hybwid B0 £39995 G408 3500800 4025000 WSOkg 208 51 - 155 W4 456+ Good powertrain, promising chassis - Lacklustre steering. strong rivals bk e
Jguar XE 20 AWD 2T0 BB M WARDDD  IIWITED Khkg W73 WO W3 606 «Creatchasssgels mone traction - Shame the engine st as.polished L 8 it
Jaguar XE 5 G0 ESABES  G9R5 3500 3324500 W3Skg 0B 489 155 W4 345+ Neal handing. neal design - VB loses appeal inthe real world e ek
Jaguar XF 5 WD E40045 A0S ITRES00 1324500 kg 223 50 155 W8 M0 -« Qutstandingride and handling balance - Engine Lacks appeal kA
Jaguar XF 5 Diesel 90 £40045  BA9A3  EM000 SK/A00 MS0kg 2 5B - 155 W4 514+ Greatchassis goodieoks, better enging than Vo petrol - It's stil a desel dededdren
Haguar XFR B0 0915 RA000 503000 SGLES00  BO0kg R4 48 IM2 55 20 M4« Bollant bendof paceandiefinement - Doesn't sound a5 specialas i s Tk AT
Jaguar XFR-5 JBR 130 BA00  MABH00  SOLTSN0  BOOkg 306 44 - B6 2 M4« XFgets lumed up fa )2 - Teres ann 'l cheap vk
Jaguar X1 3.0 V6 Diesel KED  ESE600 6991  IMADDD  A4RA000 BB3Skg 150 &0 - 155 W67 463+ Agreat Jaguar - But notas great as the XIR. e dedn
Jaguar ¥R B0 ENTSS  AS000 SAMB500 S0IS00 BTokg 1 44 T 20 24 +Hot-rod vibe, fine cabin - Opinlon-dividing looks bs s 8 aed
Jguar F-Pace 3.0V6 Supeichanged 1210 EBSITS  AAGRD ITRAESD0 332500 BBskE 202 51 155 209 517+ Arnatchfor Porsche's SUNS - Superchansed V6 ncees 1o be worked hard e e
Land Rover Discovery Spert ME0 BRI AT BVEND 070 Bedkg W00 98 W B9 463+ Shle packaging relinemint - We can think of sportier vehicles Rk
Lews GSF 210 ERA0S5 A6 LTOVTION  OLNBO0  O0kg  MT 46 - W58 20 352+ Superb engine, exploftablie chassis - Gearboo s off the pace et dokel
LawusiSF SR O A4S0 SIRBS00  AEMY MMkg M7 4T 109 M3 20 M4« Shockinglygoodiens - The MTs avalableas a (recond hand) four-door foo et

¥y

o
O R A C L E | | OFFICIAL VEHICLE A= OFFICIAL VEHICLE
f A\ ! FINANCE PARTNER I = FINANCE PARTNER

Lo e

Fiad., N ATC NG SRS

OUR CUSTOMERS DEMAND

A DIFFERENT LEVEL OF PERFORMANCE...

FUNDING FOR PRESTIGE, SPORTS & CLASSIC CARS. 08450 944 997 | www.oraclefinance.co.uk

PLEASE NOTE: WE ARE A CREDIT BROKER AND NOT A LENDER. This means we act independently through a wide range of lenders to offer a broad and competitive
choice of products and solutions. Oracle Asset Finance is not affiliated to any motor manufacturer. Please contact us for an individual finance quotation on any prestige o sports car.
Fimnance & terms are subject to status. UK residents only. Oracle Asset Finance Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for the sale of consumer credit.
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Showroom Knowledge

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS. com

. o Leasin

T
Teed

Hire

Short Break
. Fly-Ride Tours

*---Management
 Spyder Club

Unit 18, Silverstone Circuit
Call: 01327 857213
info@spydermotorcycles.co.uk
www.spydermotorcycles.co.uk

Sales: 01653 697722
5 : s - Servicing: 01653 696181
ecwadist Cars www.specialistcarsltd.co.uk

o iaitan Led

Porsche 912 1.6 = CURENSIEY Porsche 997 Carrera S -3 - Porsche 964 Turbo
* In Stock Now . * In Stock Now » * In Stock Mow

» Low Mileage By - 1 Previous Owner Eime » Marine Blue

* LHD = - = Very Low Mileage R = * High Spec

Porsche 997 Carrera . Porsche 911 2.4T | A Porsche 964 RS

» In Stock Now e » In Stock Mow s L el - |n Stock Now
« 1 Owner B ] Y ‘ » - Slate Grey ey fRo « Basalt Black
« Speed Yellow S * Fully Restored =48 *Low Mileage

Porsche 911 Coupe T I | NN Porsche 911 2.7 . Porsche 964 RS

« In Stock Now 1 - « MFI Targa (0 ol . Lightweight
- Black S - 1 of 2 UK RHD's H s * Grand Prix White
* Linen Leather i ! = Magenta * Low Mileage

Porsche 996 GT3 RS e : fi Porsche 968 Cabriolet [-onse sy Porsche 911 2.7

* In Stock Now e * Tiptranic T * In Stock Now
* Right Hand Drive - . ™ - Midnight Blue } « LHD
= Low Mileage "l - Low Mileage = Gold

Porsche 993 RS Homage o A Porsche 993 C2S L si=Nags88l Porsche 993 RS

* Clubsport e -l ¢ In Stock Now ' ) * In Stock Now
« Speed Yellow v * Ocean Blue * Low Mileage
« lery Special Car 2l - Low Mileage « Speed Yellow
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THE
KNOWLEDGE

RATINGS + Thrill-free zone + % Tepid # % % Interesting % %+ % Seriously good # % % % % A truly great car SALOONS 7 ESTATES / 5UVs

= = - = =
2y pf f o5 EFEOfis
g2 £ 52 £ = £ B z § 8 z evomm
Lotus Cartan Ok W93 G365 FTRGN00 4MWA00  BSEkg 2N 48 S 6 - 70+ TheMilenvsum Faicon of saoon cars- Ewveryaiive 3 work-oul ekl ke
Maserali Ghibll BE0  ES266 AAT0 1255000 406MS0  M0kg B2 54 63 23 M4+ Burstingwithcharacter: good value companed 1o Quat troporte - It's stll a big car ek ke
Maserati Ghioh S B0  EBATA0  A/XOT0 4045500 4064500 WEidkg X7 50 - W 242 A2 +Stands gut from the crowd sounds good too - Chassis lacks fimesse, engine lacksreach dedrdedeir
Maserati Quattroparte BsD  EBONS  AOPD 4045500 OGS0 WBEOkg In A1 - W 242 I o+ Tempting altemative toVE - Feel-fres stesring. ride lacks decorum s e
Maserati Quattroporte GTS 260  ENQAQS  AIME 523800 472230 Wdkg 18D 4T - W3 250 264+ St predty - OFf the pace dynamicaly deve v
Mlaserati Levante Diesel D ES433 AEST IMSDD0 44270000 ZNSE 155 69 - K3 O\ 3l Impressive blend of ride andhanding - Diess perlommance is mild for a Maserati Es § 5 5t
Maserati Quattroporfe 5 PR 0D8-12  A46E 4257000 A0  Magkg M6 S Y M 385 M0 - AQPwiththebhoit deserves - Ginlle ks a bit Hanmbal Lecter e e deds
Masprati Quarttraporte Sport G5 KIR  08-17  BAG6N 4307000 36LAT0  K9kg 2N 50 - FF 365 B0+ Themest siiish supersakon - Sighbly woaden brakes, unfongiving riae Hededderr
Maserati Quattraporte DESR (M-8 BAMY  TROTO00 3334500 Nikg 207 50 ao- 9+ Rogelines hi-cav dhraimcs - Don'T e sula mode Fededk dedr
Merceges-Bone MOE25-16 BSF 8992 LAMGE  NLETS0 RSN DBédvg MNP T2 K2 - B4+ M-BS MIaiternative- Not asnimbileas the Boemer e der
Mercedes-Berz CLAGS AMG BE0  EA20T0  4M91 ISLE000 IS0 Bidkg 239 46 185 W N0+ Strongperfrmance. dassy cabin - Pricey compared to A45 AMG hatchback s § 5eat
Mercedes-Bere GLALS AMG WER E4L505 AWM 35506000 1[I0 Bikg 1M 4B B W5 X7+ Anageressive andfocused sports crassover - Low ondriver interaction dededokdn
Mercedes-AMG C43 sMatic Estate 280 EASS0  AMERG 3GLSG00 38000 ek 1 AT B @ 568 +Incredbly fast and composed - Difficult 1o engage with e g 5 2ty
Mercedes-AMG C63 HAD E59.800 A/3082 4605500 4TAMS0 MdOkg 291 41 - 155 W2 S5  +Fastand festsome - Lacks the ultimate finesse and response of the CA3 5 ek okl
Mercedes-AMG CE3Estate MR EBLAGD  B/0E2  LBWS500 AP0 Tdkg 3T 42 185 W6 36 +Muchmone funthanit loks - Gearbox dem-witted at low speeds e
Mercedes-AMGCE3S MR Ep6S565  AAI982 50045500 SKUTTS0 G55k 309 4D - 155 B 35 o« Tremencous twin-turbo VE power - Mot quite as focused as an M division car e
Mercedes-Bore CEIAMG BR OFHE B3 4516800 4425000 5SSy N7 44 BT B0 20 A5« Monstrouws pace andxiremely engaging - Same-erd M3 fust altthe belter. ek deke
Mercedes-Bone CS5AMG BER  4-T8  BS4M  JEVEIS0 MAN000  M3Ng 28 52 - 55 - AP+ Furlously fast, commenciibly discreet - Chershadowed by MI.and RS54 bS5
Mercedes-AMG EA3 5 aMatic+ (W213) HIR cEBS000 A/3982 60RATS0 BIMAS00 W80k M 34 155 203 AT +Fast,refined, effective and fun - &t nearly teo tons. it s not 97 nimble ek e
Mercodes-AMG E63 5 (W) JBR 13-% BO46] VD0 W00 WSk 3 4 55 29 BE - Effortiess power infiative and approachabie - Dim-witfed dulo Do e der
Mercogdes-Bonr E6IAMG (W22 T 85461 SIS0 SN0 fFeskg T8 42 55 230 M8+ Twboenging dopint diute E63 expanince - Sorme times struggles for lraction.. e e
Mercedes-Bong E63 AMG (W22 Ben  0e-T BAX08  SAB800 4S5EN0  MiSkg M8 45 55 M5 X4 e indufpent chassis, briant engine mow with.an extra Ifbhp - Steering stillvague e ek derr
Mercoges-Bong £63 AMG (W) ME0  DE-0F AENS  SOTBA00 65500 WSy 20 45 - 55 - @8 -+ Bollantengine indulgent chassks - ague steering. speed limits et
Mercoges-Bang ESSAMG 2R 0306 RO 4ME00 SIS0 Melwg I 48 A2 5 - A9+ MS-humbling grunt. cosseming rike - Soeed Frels dedrdk derr
Mercedes-Bere S63AMGL WD ENRE3S  ASAE1 STIGS00D  BOA/ZIDD  WEDkp IR 44 - 155 27 9+ Monster pace - Average steering feed b g 5 st
Mercedes-Berz CLS63AMG 5 D EBGS00 AUS4E1  STI/SS00  S00ATS0 MOSkg 3T 41 - 155 21 M5 +PRemainsquickandcharacterful - Dated gearbax. no four-whed drive option inthe UK sesedledess
Merceges-Banz CLS63AMG F8R  TU-H &5461  SE/SISD  SAR00  IRskg 293 42 55 2 285 -« Monster periormance 5490hp an option - Not a5 desirable as a Bentley or Aston ey
Merceges-Banz CLS63IAMG 0RR DE- BAX8  SOVGI00  SAA06SD  MOSkg 20 45 155 245 M5+ Beauly. comfovl, awesome penformance - M5 has the edeeon B-roads Lt
Mercedes-Bere GLEGIAMGS 2D ESL405 A/SLBY  STMSSD0  S6QNTSD  ZTOkg 158 42 155 26 19 -+ Stonking pace, extresmé refinément - Fees ramate ek
Mercedes-Bere GLEGI AMG 5 Coupe 23D ED6S555  ASEB1  STIRS00  S6QNTSD  XTHg 258 42 155 218 AT -+ Subtherthanan X6M - More force than finesse Es 8 5 5t
Mercedes-Berz MLAI AMG el EBTO05 A&/S«461  SIBM250 SIS0 LiMkg 33 AT 155 M6 B9 o« Greatengine surpeisingly good dynamics - EA5K buys a Bowster and an ML3S0_ Jededder
Marcides-Beng 63 AMG WID  ERSDDD A4 SET6500  SeQAI000  MTikg XM 54 - B0 2 - + st S; epic soundirack - Ancient chassis, silly price ke ey
Mitsubshi Evo X Q300 55T MR 0803 498 N6 A00E00 Bmg M5 B2 8 55 2% M7+ Beogels fwin-cluichiransmission - Mol s exciling 85 it wed to be sl
Mitsubishi Feo X FQ-3600 =0 N8R 40998 ISLER00 MIG00 Bédkg 2N 41 - 55 38 M9« Rdcobuslrapld new B - A fve-speed gearbox X etk dedr
Mitsubishi Evo X FQ-330 55T 4R 0812 47998 JMAERD0 23500 0 Bodkg 207 44 LI + (neat enging ang gearbox combe - It stll ives in the shadow of the Evo 1X Hededkoder
Mitsabishi E v X FQ-H00 BIR 0910 40908 4016500 SEI00  Belkg M6 O JB - 55 8 - + Most power il e tovy Evo aver.. - _about X geand fog muah whan new sk drer
At st By FQ- 340 Q8FR 0507 4 JMEGR0D  ALEGN0  KOOkg 50 43 ae 7 - - + (Gives Porsche drivers mgistemanes - Points Lols of e vk e
Mitsabishl Evor 15 MR FQ-360 BIR 0507 4907 JMBART  MIAA0 KOk M6 39 - 57 - . + Wel-anpcuted engine uograces - Prison food ek
Mitsubishi Eve LW 0558 03-04 40907 2RRBS0D  2B0G500 Mk M@ 5D &7 - - + The Evo grows up - Brakes need beefing ug edeod dedr
Mitsabishi Eva VMR FQ-300 PR 0305 479 JO0BR00 28GR0 MODkg 2N 48 - =T J05  + Extrapace extra attitude - Extramangy Hedrdr A
Mitsubishi Evo VN ORR 0203 4090 IMES00 223500 DBidvg 26 50 130 KO - M4+ Terrific alerounder- You tedus ek dede
MitsubishiEvo W Tommd Mikinen Ediionr. - 2318 00-0F 40907 2HEH00 2SOT50 DRy 205 446 - 50 - . + Our favourite Bva - Swbble it is not e i e e
Poesche Panamera Turbo 210 EN3STS  A/396 544510 56ANG0  M9Skg e 36 W0 M M4+ Searing pacewith bodyocontol that's areal step up superbrear wing, too - Stllveryheavy  dedodkededr
Porsche Pananmerd GTS X8R -6 BABDG  4MAT00 38TD0 O MMNkg I 44 - 8 Mg M4+ Vivecious 1B entertaining halince - Cin feed Bghl on peviormance next to furbo fivals sededededr
Porsche Fanamera Turbo IFR WM BAB0G 4926000 SIS0 KMMp MW 38 AR BS 2 AME -+ Raslrefinedand dyamicall sound - It stilledves us cold Hededdrer
Porsche Panamera Tirbo 5 Bman W B4806 S42B000 SOAS0 MOSg M A7 - B0 20 A&« Pace excellent ergonomics - Sheeving fedl ride ek dr ey
Porsche Macan5 HER  EA36ME  AAOT 336500 130450  B365kg B3 54 157 204 34+ Moless compelling than the Turbo - Although lacks its ultimate speed and agility Hrdede AT
Porschi Macan TS ATD ES)E8  AAAT JGOME000 36SME50  EHSkg MO 52 - B8 M HT o« Handies ke an SUV should' - Stilllooks like an SUY ded i
Porsche Macan Turbo 07D ESO64E  AG604  I0AE000 40650 WiSkg 0B 45 M) W5 208 3T+ Doesn't fed ke anSUV - Notamatch hor 3 proper sports sakoon ek ol
Poesche Cayenne GTS (M2, vE) MO ETRSX  A3604 434000 4420600 Mbkg 209 52 - B3 28 M3 o+ Thediver'sCayenne_. - _but why would adriver want an SUN'? ek did
Porsehe Cavenne GTS (W2 VE) o] . 5 -] BABDS 4MABSD0 380500 085k 202 56 B2 257 264+ Dyvnamically the best SUValits ara - A b fong, IS stlng sports car e vk drdr
Porsche Cayenne Turbo (Mk2) D ES3OT BMB0O  SIAAG000 D3RS0 NEdkg 139 45 Wi 6 B2 +FRemarkable performance, handing. completenass - Vague steering, dated enging e
Porsche Cayenne Turbo 5 (MKZ) B4aD  ENBASS AABOG  S6MG000 0003500 X35kg 155 41 - M6 27 26 +Maore power and Borgue than a Zonda 57.3 - Inan SLY dededk derr
Range Rower Evoque Coupe 54 KO0 E4G660 4000 ZIMGO0D0  2SWR0D MTDkg a4 TO Bs W - + Striking looks, sporting dynamics - Hefty price, and petrol vershon s auto-only E 5 8 8 ot
Range Rower Spot S0V ZIFF  EBA3S0  BM36T 3343500 SAETTS0 235%kz s 65 WO ¥ 36+ Abiant long-distance machine - Doesn't iveup to the “Sport’ branding £ % 5 54
Range River Spar VB Supenchanged BED  EB4350  A/S000 50306000 46002500 2335kg W 50 BE M8 AT+ Decepbively quickand capable sports SUV - I 54l got dweght problem ek ke
Range Rower Spait 5VR D ESGI50 A/S000  SAE000 SOLIS00  2335kg 236 45 62 28 AT+ Characterful drivetrain genuing off-road abiity - Not amatch for its ivals ontheroad  sediedkedrdr
Range Rower S0V BOD EBOA50 AM36T  33L/3500 SMTTSO 360kg 1L 65 WO 23 325« Lighter, mone capable, even moee lumrious - Diesel Vé model feds more alert dededderr
Folls-Foyoe Ghost BeD  E2AAGL 1MBEA? 56150 STAA500  M60kg M2 4T 155 I M8« Wsguckerthanyouwthink - it's more enjoyable deiven sowly P T T
Rodls-Royoe Phantam 4R ENQ200 1MGMS 4515350 S3L3S00  2560kg B0 AT W9 3T WD +Bollsoeimented for the 258 Century - Thitroads are bandy big enough s derr
Suban WRX ST MR E28095 &S 96000 30045000 B3dkg M6 52 158 M2 N2 +Fast Suban shloon rtums (again) - Withoul & powed intrease ek ek
Subary WRX ST mHo W LAMET MAE000 005000 S0Skg S0 5D B8 M3 M9 - FastSubarw saloon refums - Withow! the bive paint and gold wheels e ke
Subary imprezs WRX GEZR) gD o AAMAT MGTR0 A0G000  Miwg W@ 52 B3 - - + Fitting fingl fling for olyssic’ impvpza - Eng ol an ora Fedrdkr dedr
Subary Imgrera 5TV PAOR 0507 4AMET IB000  28RE00D  Meskg B§ 53 oy - 259+ Stonning ho dhive - Mot 50 Sturnaing te kook ot o A
Subarvimpreza REIN0 osgk or LS JA000 32ATED K9Sg N5 48 - 55 - - + Fitting tribute tod ralying legend - Tog hardoore fov some? ek ke
Subarw Impreza WRX STIRRP OFR 0305 4090 3008000 M9U000 MEg X7 52 R O KS - - + A Subary with real edge - Bit doo edgyin the wet Hede i dedr
Subarw impreza Turbo ong W00 498 JISS600  JNA000  L3Skg W B4 KB K4 - Zi2 o+ Destined for classic status - Thirgly o Ao
Subarw Impreza Pl MR D0-0r 409 IMES00  MMON000 IMBEp M9 49 133 SO B0+ Oneofour favourite ifnprezas - DoesnT come cheap e el dede
Subarw Impreza RES (PRF) BrR W A0 2000 2580500 ISk NS 50 KT K3 . + Perfiact biand of poise and poweyr - Limited numbers e e e e
Subaryimpreza 228 BER WS99 LN MWB000 6500 Mokg 20 S0 BB B0 - - + The uitmate impreza - Prices raflect t's Jrdr i
TeslaModel 5 PASD A0  ET0RD  S15KW &M BET 23kg & 32 - 1B 0 nfa  +Dualmotors and 4WD equals extraordinary acoeleration - Lack of charging points e e
Tesia Moclel S Perfarmance R6R M TR 4 242 Jopkg 2N 42 o o e+ intouscating performange, soothing refinement - Generic strling chavging imifalions  Sedrededr
Vinechall Irignia VIR SuperSport B0 ENBN  AIT2 VRS0 IS0 WISk M9 56 - I 2% 366+ ATOmphVauxhal - Shouldbe a mone ergagng steer dededodrer
Wawnchall Vecra VXR oo Ve AT RSSO0 MMM Sedwg T AT wWoo- 4+ Great engine effortiess pace, good valve - Numb steering. lumpy nde et derr
Vaihall VXRS GTS D50 ES4499 B2 SMMEIS0 5453650 B3kg W 42 B 363 WS  +Monsterengineengaging diving expenence - Woehulintenior ke
Viodvo V60 Polestar 1220 E4R66S  4MD6S  JGLE000 MTI00D Wik 4 4B BE 186 MO+ Sublle well-executed performance car - Plays a Bt oo safe dede A
BMW 330D/335D M SPORT (F30)
Whiy would vou? What to pay Cost: amund £2000. The exhawst SPECIFICATION
Because It brings diesel’s best £18Kk for an earty, high-milles 3304, £as recroulation vahve can g0 at e —
“ attributes to a driver-arientated £23ki5 the entry point for 335ds. any milaage, costing around £500 Years 2013-present
= d but also family-friendly package. What to look out for toreplace. If the valve's sticking, Engine In-iine G-y, 2903cc, twbo
_= The single-turbo 330d offers The engines ane mibust and the engine will run roughty and Power 254bng i@ £000rmm
}_ 254k and 4130 ft of toegue, receptive toremapping. The DPF rmisfire. The plurmbing for the Torgque 4135 ft @ 2000-2750mm
_—— whila the twin-turbo 335d has ray need replacing as earty as turbofs) atsn degrades over time. O-62mph 5 feec (claimed)
cacs 309bhp and a mighty 4650 ft £0.000 miles if the car doesn't leading to leaks and poce unning. Top speed 155mph (lmited)
feorn 1500mpm paired with 4\WD. get regular high-speed blasts. (Full guide, evo 229.) Rating # s %
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£535
£485

ﬂg; We have been specialising in value for money registrations for over 40 years. We buy for stock and

Elite Registrations

OPEN: MON-FRI 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-5PM, SUN I0AM-5PM

Tel: 01380 818181 elitereg.co.uk

RIGPAR EG95

I9T8 PC £2500
RIPCH  E585
ABPCH  EEB95

£935 therefore we have become the source of supply for these registrations. All are offered on a first A4PCwW  £795

£585
N900 CAY
MIG CAW £585
TH00 CAW £455
CAZ B30I £535
GTCDE £535
CDI 75T £1200
JECDM  £735
TICOF  £535
GACOW £835
RETCEC £455
AC52 CES £495
N333 CFC £585
Y400 CFC £455
B2 CFl L7395
YICGE  £485
LECES  £855
R9ICHD £795
£335
£595
£455
195
£695
£635
£485
£835
£455
£635
1535
£495
£1200
£895
995 CM £2500
P2TCME £455
PHCMC £535
LICMR  £585
Z93CNK  £485
PZ3COB £535
R2TCOB £595
IT0C0B  £885
KT0COL £1400
B763 COL £735
R25CON £835
IZ9CON  £785

ag come, first served basis, subject to availability. We will be surprised if you find better altematives

' ASPDL

ISTEPD E2800
£795

at a similar price, elsewhere. All are subject to VAT and the £80 Dept. for Transport transfer fee. xapom  £795
Prices may fluctuate. See website for full terms. Write: P.0. Box 100, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 4TE J2 P08 £393

K5DCW £535
BEB4 DD EIA00
ESDE  £4500
P26 DEB

SXI2DEN L6395
P00 DEN £545
R2EDER £455
Y3IDER £535
S48 DER E£1300
D006 DES £455
KIDES £995

RI23CON £435 |R29 DO

P555 CON £585
FI3 COR  £485
R2I COR  £635
PI2ICOR E£505
P24COS £485
ACOS COX £455
CJ53 COX £535
CISCPS  £485
213 CPW  £1400
R2TCRA £455
W3 CRH £585
THCRL  £855
R25CRS £695
RIZICRS £5095

WEIDON £735
X321 DON £695
AT2DON £2900
M2DOT £585
WED DOT  £495
984 DOT  £H00
VIDOW  £855
R24 DOW £495
AZDR  £495

£695
£455

oUG &

EaDUM  £455
PIADUN £435
R24 DUN £535

BIOY  E3600
B4S5E L5900
HIEAL  £895
EBT7I2 £3500
BHEBY E£B300
ECH261 EMD0

ETECG  £535
P24 ECK  £495
LIEDA  £595
V2B EDD £595

ITESS E2400
F2BESS £435
WIS ESS £795
R2IEST £535
JADD EST £4595
GOAGET L1200
PRAETE £635
BEIETI  £6395
9ISEEV L7195
PZEVE £1500
RZBEVE £B35

F2IFLY £795
R4TFLY EESS
WIS FOG £495
BS4FOH £595

FRE545 EB35
FRYTOY £685
LIS FRY E535
2378 F5  Lig00
TIOFUN £595
FW 804 £1600
44FK  EE9S
55FY  £2900
3B4FYC  £B35
RIBGAL £595
VAGAM E795
Al GAM  £585
GAS 319  £1800
W3IGAY E795
T555 GAY £595
Y8GBR  £535
XIGOG  ET95
333606 £1200
S0l GCR  £745
GCW2W  E535
1964 GD E£2300
GDN 430 £895
R32I GEE £535
M2GEF LI
P27 GEM E£895
GEM 3IIY  £535
B5GEN EB9S
5999 GEN £595
GEOIR  £2500
P23 GED £535
RI8GEQ EEDS
P25GER £595
GERME £I700
CBGES EB95
GF 46 £3500
TIGFH  £585
M3 GGS ESEDO
GIBBR4T £595
GIL B659 £685
400G} £3%00
AIGIP  EEDS
33368 £3500
424 6LY £795
1930 GM  £2600
HGGMB  £695
GN 4861  £1600
GNHB04 EBS5
ITAGNM  £695
K5 G05  £585
Gll GOW  EE35
ATGPH  EE9S
BB GPW  £595
1966 GR E2500
TI3GRA £535
D3I GRW £695
GRZII  £495
G5Y294 L1300
GIF 553 £995
TEBEGTV £795
GITGUY £795

I4IBH)  £595
KIHIG  ET95
DIHIM  £895
BOHIX  £895
JTHN  £3600
Z3HO  £4300
R2T HOG E£685
K4HOP  £795
R2T HOP  E595
FEHOT  E795
R23 HOW £595
HS 1836 £2200
ISIHTA  E1300
IEHU  £4300
WAHIG £595
IZIHW  £3300
434 HXY £585
IDZ 85
ILZ 750
IX| 224  £495
P2TJAB  £595
TI0DJAC K

£595
£435

JON 3B6W £1200
PTTT ION £1400
C%22 JON £885
RIT 105 £585
GI3JOY  £835
E3JPD  £835
MB JPG  £885
EB JRC

Y900 JRS

C3 J5C

1400
ES99 JAC £1200 | Wi KAR

TIDMD  £595
KB JAF  EEB95
TS5JAG  ENOD
JAH 2D  £885
Q05T JAK £595

£595
£595
TT6 JGW ET95
JHE  £52000

Li4 KAY
P23 KAY £835
KAZ 848 E835
KAZ 6694 £585
KC 6804 £2900
103 KDT  £1200
SOKE  £3500
PHMEL £835
KIDKEN £1600
KEN22P E1200
XAQKEM £385
BGKEN £3300
N222 KEN £795
R23IKER £895
R2IKES £795
SI9REV 200
KEV 82N £2400
VIIKEV £995
KEZ 7383 £455
4692 WF  ENDO
KIB 7428 £495
SOEN  £4500
CIKD5  E795
KP 8855 L1400
RSB KR £1500
KRM B33 £1300

300 LEX £3900

£555 |5551LX

MCRIR  £I700
REMDE £795
400 ME  £1400

REGISTRATIONS ALSO WANTED
FOR IMMEDIATE OUTRIGHT PURCHASE

R26 JON  £1600

MEG 36W L1100
XE5 MEL £0300
W00 MEL £735
Y1 MES

P24 MES

55 MET

T37 MFK

69 MGE

XZ MGF

MGF &Y

G4 MGW

430 MHD

MiB 80

MIL 4752 E£435
1963 M) £2500
Y9TMIB £895

F200 MIB £535
WITMIC £795
R29 MID  £595

£545

RS MOR £535
F2TMOR £595
R23 MOS £535
W5 MPG L8535
KAMPR  £695
MR 6646 £2500
VIZIMRE L6395
KEMSA  £595
YIMSR  £945
NEMST E595
TIMTC  £635
MTR 330 £795
JEMU  E4500
T426 MU £1200
F2IMUL  £795
G40 MUM £635
K40 MUM £795
SSIMUM £595
RTMUR £835
BI3 MUR £635
W29 MUR L8595
8539 MY £795
T002 MY 100
2ZIMYX B35
IBSIMZ  £595
W2NAH £635
CI5NAN £535
GTNAR  £595
HAR 534 £995
W2SNAT £835
W444 NAT £795
89ND  E4900
GIONDY £795
TIONDY E£635
SINE  £3100
STINES £795
PINET 1200
RIINET £795
TANET E£4400
R2INEV £535
P3INEY L89S
NEZS90  £B45
M 5555 E2700
F2INKS £535
4TINMT £485
45NN E3900
44NNS L2100
PIHNNY £595
ATINOS  £585
NOS WA £795
920 NPA L89S
23NPK £635
ZZZNR  E3900
VENSE D95
LTNSH  £595
P24 NUT £545
4TTHVD  £495
90NY  E3900
2TONY  £3400
R2TDAK £535
QEL545 £895
156 OFF  £895
869 0HW £835
WITOLY £895
PAONA  £595
YISOHE £585
B200B £835
£4400

£795

£8395

095

£596

£635
HEPAM  £1400
N2PAM  £995
V333 PAM £735
TE) PAM £635
SEPAN  £795

43 0YR

POXII  E695
MIPEG £895
R PEN E£685
P25 PEN E535
PEN 755 £795
ATPET  £785
PEZ 595 £595
PFAB3I  EINOO
Y8PGM  £585
IS20PH £2800
PHZ35 £795
ISET Pl ENNO
NOPIA  £595
JTOPH  ET35
PIZ3PIH £595
SIFM  E£795
P32 PIM E595
TEPIP  E595
KI2PJW  £585
GITPKD  EED5
NBPLC  ERDS
P25 PMC £585
AGPMG  E£635
B5PMH EB35
WIPMI  £595
N4 PMP  £585

P32IRM £555
200RK  £3700
476 RKP  £895
P28 RER  £T95

JOROE  £1500
52T ROB EIS00
X34 ROD  £895
ABZ ROD £T95
GBIROD £635
285 ROD £1700
ROD 53TR £555

P2TSUE £MO0
WIO0 SUE £335
E3T95UE £785
SUI 656 £455
SI55Y LE300
a725YD  £K900
£585
£585
£795
£100
£735
£300
£595
£555
£200
£935
£855
P9I TED £795
P2STEF £585
FMTEL £795
PIZITEL £835

TNT3056 £485
353 TMD £IT00
PITMH  £885
TEITMP £855
GTTN  £4900
20T0 L4300
BATOL  £585
RIITOM £1400
PZETOM 1300
TOM 201 £K200
R2ITON £585
WES TON £635
IITOP  £895
P TOR £685
TPBIL  £1500
T4TPE  £535

ULW 378 £535
G0OULX £535
THUMX £895
URK TBD £635
ITUS  £4400
720V  £3300
VABGI £R200
SIOVAL 935
J300 VAL £785

R3IVEE £535
YF3092 E£935
THOVFC £635
VG20 £3100
VIL750 £455
AlBVOL  £885

£695 |4352VR L1300

J9SUE 2600

ZT99NT  EN00
3IVF L8956
R2BWAL £555
PXIWAN £535
R3IZIWAT £535
WCA 42| £495
WDZ 454 £455
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RATINGS -+ Thrill-free zone +# % Tepid +# %+ Interesting # % % % Seriously good + % % % % A truly great car SPORTS CARS 7 CONVERTIBLES

OUR CHOICE

Lotus 3-Eleven. It may not be groundbreaking but it is bugely exciting. The V6
sounds fabulous and the apen linkage on the manual gearben looks fantastic.
A crcuit s obnviously its natural habitat but it has surprisingly chilised road
maniners, 50 you could happily drive to and from a trackday in it.

BEST OF THE REST

Jaguar's F-type (pictured) impresses in mast forms, and we'd defy aryone nat
tobe charmed by Aston Martin's VB or V12 Vantage S Roadsters. Unsunprisingly.
you won't find a duffer inLotus's Elkse and Exige Roadster ranges, and the same
goes for Caterhan's evergraen Seven.

5 = E =
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Abarth 124 Spider 250 E20850 40068 WESS00  WAS00 G0k M1 68 K3 148 441+ Predictableand funrearend - Vague and Ifeless front end Jede ek
Alfa Romeno 4C Spider IR EBOZSS  4STTe2 Z3VE000 SHZN00 JOkg 156 LS B0 18 409« Stunningly beautiful better steering than coupe - Stll has the coupe’s.other folles dedede Ay
Alfa Romeo 8C Spider MR 09T B46W  LF0TP00  D4ATH0  MTokg T3 45 oo - + Beauty reets beast. They Wit it off - Bool is useless for touring dede e
Alpird D4 Biturba Comartibie D ESA5S0 602093 BAGMO0D  SAS00  BISkg W3 G0 W 156 479 +Asmuchtongue &5 8997 Turbo - A diese cormer tibke wouldn' beour choiceof Alping — Jrdkedededy
Alpina B4 Biturbo Convertible D E62O50  AMATG 4045500 £423000 B40kg 223 45 BT 188 353  +Agreat GT - Mot as exciting to drive as the numbers may suggest Hede ey
Aried Aom 3.5 Supercharged 1BOD  E3E00O0 41998 IOVBA0O0  WBRTX0  SH0kg M3 27 B - - + Agmad as ever - Rain Hee e
Arigd Mom 158 I05R  EELBDD  4N998  IS0/8400 24300 S00kg BT 26 B - = + Femarkable balance. poise and pace - Fricey La s a s
Aniel Atom 3245 o 08-12 &8 NS0 BSEN0 500Ky 408 32 Bg - 330+ TheAtom just gota bt tie bif betfer - Can stilfbe 2 bif draughily. dede dede A
Al Atom 3 Supercharged ¥R -T2 4W98 JDOBM0  MATX0 S50k 556 33 55 - - + It brillant = ITs mental Jrdr i
Ariel Arom Mugen ISR 1A W98 VB30 MBRBDO0  S50kg 499 29 - B0 - - + Perfect enging for the Atern's chassis - Cinly tenwere macle e e e
Aniel Atom VB 500 M5R W2 83000 STRI0S00 JBLTTS0 S5eg 8T 20 S8 0 - - + AR eaperience ke aryhing efse on Pive ! Civ - 150K for an Atorn *hkk R
Ariel Nomad MR E3000 462358 2EETAD INAMD 670k 365 14 - B34 - E + Off-road capabiities make for & supser plaything - Mo Blustooth Fk ek
Aston Martin VB Vantage Roadster 130R  EB9O04 ANTIS  L200TO00 3MAST50 Tokg 250 47 B0 32 M4+ Sportiest, coplest dmop-top Aston inyears - Starting to fied its age dedededefr
Astonbartin VB Vantage 5 Roadster B1R EMOBSSS AWMS  &30VTIO0  LS000 1690k 158 46 B9 799 N9 -+ Soundsamaring looks even betber - Stil not the best drop-top in its class o d
Aston Martin V12 Vantage 5 Roadsier 2R EMTODD 12/5935  SRAMTH0  45WETR0 TRSkg 320 &) 200 343 W2+ Abdkwnt two-seat roadsten. - et down by a frustrating gearox e el
Aslon Martin VI2 Vantase: Roadster 3R WK 25935 FOBS00  4VETS0  Te0kg I 44 m - - + A% good s the coupe, willh avmplfied VIZ rubie - Just & Smidpen shakier ok
AstonMartin DB Wolanfe 1500 ST RS STOB000 L4000 MiSkg M3 46 M 368 M2+ Consummade crutser and capable when pushed - Roof-up wind noise dedededke A
AR Martin DES Woln e 1330 09T RG9S FQEN0 L00T0  MNRg I8 4 W 388 W3+ Afeeigood carpar excelence - 5 a bt of'a heavyweight L s
Audi TS Roadster ITD ESLDBS  ASBS ZOGGE00  mB0E00  MW30kg M G2 B3 16 AT+ Aserious propo ton, ranking clode Debind & Bonster 5 - Coupe Sl koks betler T
Audl TTS Roadsher 120 0a- AWM MAW000 Be2500  KSSkg BT 56 B e M9« Effortiesshquick - Long-tenm appeal open to question dededede ot
Audh TTRS Roadsfer 1330 0e-%  SME0  JEB00 IMTE00 ISk 225 4T B M2 30 +Temificengine. - i the hest thing abowt $ 5 8 & aed
Auct B8 V8 Spwler Bsn T G463 420000 RBOD0  Medkg 259 48 BF 33 B6 o« Moreseicale and subnie than the VI - The Vil soumds even balter dededr e
BAC Mono 1B9R  ERG255 4F2m6l  ZBOVTTOD  X6em000 S40kg ST 1B - - + Thermast single-minded track car available - That means no passengers.. ke
Bentley Continental GT VB Convertible  168R  £150.200 A/3903 5006000 LE71700 2 2395kg 22 &7 - BT 56 359+ Oneof thewords best topless GTs - Stil nosports car Fede ek
Bentley Continental GT VB SConvertible 14D £160500 A/3993 556000 S00AMM0  2395kg 21 45 B S8 354+ Atwedrivers Bentley - Excessively heavy: feels e it could give more e e
Bentley Continental GT Speed Convertible 1870 EM91000 1275996 6260000 60500 2M20kg 263 41 203 3T W0+ Effortless performance, style - Funning costs atad on the highside i dddr
BWW 24 3 Drive 35 M Sport (MkZ) BGD  E4X006 67T I0LSE00  29LADD  150hkg 204 B2 55 I 300+ Looks hard-topwersatiBty, divetrain - Clumsy chasses is opsel by ragsed surfaces s
BMW TS 051 (MKT) oD 0e-09 A9 SB600 ZXATS0 kg X% AT oy - 29+ Torific straight-sin - Randing not &5 play il as we tlike Akkkd
BMW 2% M Roadster OWR  DE-DE AGNE  IETR00  J6NG00 Mk M4 48 55 - A3« Exhilarating and characterful that engine - SHf sispension dedededed
BMWM Roacster QOZR  WE-02 A6 IPRWO0  DSEAP0p TITSkg MO 53 oy - Za4 + Fresh-aie M3 thal malae hurky ipoks - M Coupe drives belner dede e
B 435 Comyor tible W0 E4S6B0  620T  JOLGE00 MO0 ROk T 6 55 W0 B+ Impessiochassis, smartlooks.neat roal - Extra weighlnotas composedascoupe  dedekdrr
B M4 Convertible (FB3) 020 EBLWS  GfAOT9 42GSSR00  LDLBS0  TTSOkg  MT 46 155 X3 N0 -+ Asgoodasfast four-seat drop-tops get_ - _but stll not as good as acoupeorsaloon  dedkedededr
BMW.ZE O2F  D0-03 SN JO0U600 603500 N8Ny XS 48 MM D5 - M4+ MS-povwered super-sportster- MSS more fun o drive L 8.8 aaed
Caterham Seven 160 0GR ERT0 45660 BOSTOOD  TWEADD  400kg M6 A9 o - - + The fabulous Seven Tormula at its most basic - Gets pricey withoptions L b
Caterharn Seven 170 AR E23T9E 41596 1356800 1224000  S540kg 254 GO 22 - . + Feisty engine, sweetly balanced, manic and axciting - The temptation of morepower  dededede e
Caterham Seven JI0R D E4S95 4596 BAT0D0 125600 S40kg 286 48 s - - + Intense and exciting - Sticky tyres limit the amount of throttle adjustabiity ke
Caterham Seven 360 M9k  E2TTS  4N990  WOTI00D  KMIMGID0  SeOkg 1T 48 - B - - + Extra power is welcome - Youllneed the six-speed gearbox tomake the most of it e e
Caterham Seven £20 3R E30795 A9 D0Te00 10300 Se0kg M1 40 103 We - = + s the one we built for pursehes - Trickisr on the limit than lesser-powered Sevens ke i
Caterharn Seven 6205 N0 EAL5O5 4S990 JNVTTO0  2MWTIS0 60k SMB 0 34 - B - . + Ludicrmus, near-6208 pace, withaddedhabitabiity - 'Wel, habitable’ for 3 Seven_. Frkddkk
Caterharn Seven 6208 IBTR  E50766 471909 IWVTTO0D  XMWTIS)  STkg SR 1B B - . + Bareai on track, yet still redevant on the road - £50k for a Seven? e e e
Caterham Seven C5R OMR  E4T295 40226l FSG/TS00 200200 S65kg 460 38 Bs - - + Brilkant for high days, holidays and trackdays - Wet Wednesdays ok d
Catecham Seven Roadspont 25 o5R  OFK 0 4596 DRAENI0  IAMEIS0 S¥hg 35 59 mw - - + Gt clipbout For ngw Rand-engined mode! - Biger diivers noed 51 mode! drddedodr
Caterham Seven Superspor Mig WM &% KOER0 ST Rk T3 49 w - - + G of thet B st CHETTES (5 atse ong of tht changest ofits & - IS quite minimals!  Jrkdek e
Caterham Seven Supersport B 1 el O AW BOTING MIB0  S3Sg M2 48 Bo o - - + Oneof the best road-and- track Sevens - Impractical noisy, uncomfortabio dede ek
Caterham Seven Superiight RI00 1508 D912 4W9e TRT000 B9B000 S5k ME 45 Ko - - + Possibly aiithe Caterham yowneed - They're not cheap Jede e
Catecham Seven Superiight R500 1238 8-T4 498 BRES0 WATO0  S06g A8 19 - = - + Baf ter poswer-1a-weisht radio than a Veyeon - Lintil pow o the driver L
Caterham Levande 13R 0910 &8 S50T0000 3008500 SMkg 0% 48 &2 S0 - - + Twice the power-fo-wefght ratio of a Veyron! - Nol easy to drive siowly Hede ekl
Caterham Seven R300 06IR  0A0E 4T MO0 DOSO00 S00kg 325 4T - oo - - + Our 2002 Trackaay Car of the Vear- Not for wimps okkekk
Catesham Seven R500 J00R 9906 4TTE 230VBAO0  SSTAD  460kg S0 36 B8 NS - = + TheK-senes Seven atits very best - No cup holders e
Ferran Califomia T 190 EIR5ZS4 BA3AS5S S93TO00  SGTATM0  Akg 3 36 W IS0 W9 - Twbochargedengingis a trumgph - Still places daily useability above outright theills i
e Calformia ] 8- 84M7  L83TTS0 WAENOQ Timg 243 38 - Lo + Resisod with sharper por fomanee and dynamics - W il Lk 9 <58 Soicer Hede el
Fiat 124 Spider MR EMSAE 47368 1385000 TS0 Wedkg B4 75 - 34 148 44)  +Wsanaffordable Ralan(ish) sports car - Lacks Lalian brio etk dr
Honda 52000 IBD 9909 4T ZREI00 BSATS00  Deokg M 62 - 5o - B2+ Analternativeand rev-hapgy roadster - The Boxsters hetter L3 8 8 8
Jaguar F-Bype Cornvertibii IBGR  ES6.260 62095 IWMBR00  I33500  T5ETkg M 55 B 23 288« Beautiful enjcyabie respondie - Noticeablyjunio b the VB S drkdededls
Jaguar F-type 5 Commertible B3R EGGIO0 62095 IMRES00 133500  J6Q4kg 138 53 I3 I8A o+ Betler-damped andmone rounded than thi v 5- A Baxsler 5is E20k chaaper ek
Jaguar F-type R Comvertibie - £O230  AC5000  SM2G500 50173500  waSkg 331 40 B8 55 264+ Pace characterful V8 - Costs E25kmone than the S Fede ekl
Jaguar F-type SVR Comvertible 3OD  ENS4BS  ACS000  S6TES00  SeI500 TTAdkg 335 35 Bs 9 30 -+ Hugeperformance - Unpleasant soundtrack; unsetthed on bumpy roads s &
Jagua F-fype Profect 7 MR 15 &5000  SOREH00  SOVES0D  INEMg By 39 B - - + o peviormance, s fabily - Expensiae, and nal Bhe GTT rivad we wouldhawe e Jrd ekt
Jaguar F-type V8 5 Comertilie 1 EL Ok 85000 4BRMS00  48L2500  MBENg ME 43 BE 259 X5« Wilderbhan the W65 - Cowldbe fooaxuberant for some Fede el
Jaguar XKR Comverfibke 120 09-T¢ O5000 SORB000 4602500 2 WTZSkg XM 446 B 22 20 - Fantasbc $-itre VB - Loses sporbing ground to it s mak foes Aokkekedr
Laguar XKR-5 Comver tible 1678 K B5000  SAES00  S0RGR00 Wiskg  am 40 6 20 30+ Loud and mad, most exciling g in pears - it was a5 the MosT eapensive inpears dede s dr
KM x-Bow GT B30  E95880 471984 ZEVRA0D  JI0G00  ATkg 26 4 We 189 30« Extraordinary ability, now in a more road-friendly package - Price dededrdrdr
KT X-Bow R 165F  EBTAB0 401984  FOGSS00 2951300 OiGkg 38 36 - W4 - E + Sharper handiing. mane power - Pity it not evenlighter, and cheaper ke
KT X-Bow Ir D812 4R ZINES00  2MA00 BBy MM 38 Br - - + Mad lpoks; real gually feel - Hedvier and pricier than yout hope e g
Lotus Else Spoet - E35.580 41598 1346800 TAMG00  BeGkg 5T 60 2T 148 450« Lb-litre Ekseis kght andfantastic - Smaller engine could put some off dedededr e
Lodus Bese Spoet 220 - E43B00 41798 2TAGBOD BLAG00  9Mkg 139 42 - WS W3 3T +Epicnipand pace- £43k for an Bise? Fede e
Lodus Bese Cup 250 MR E4SE00  AM1708 MIT200  WB4A3500  9%kg M5 39 B4 1S 307+ Quickest Eiseyet - Priodtises gripover adustability e ek e

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF R32 ISSUE 048, OCTOBER 2002

The Mk4 R32, with ‘Has any compact hatchbackever  into the high siethousands, yet rubbery and approodmate, but
its 237bhp 3.2-litre been marne powerful? | can't think it pulls with comction and not this. 32 steers with dinect,
and wheel af cne, nor any Mare Sonanous. ahint of a stumbie right from mechanical precision through its
:EWE fﬂl.ll s jalo Thioga twa stainless tallpipes emit its G00rpm ida it shrugs off the speaded-up rack. IS also very
rive, m along- acrisp-edged, open-mouthed, Goifs mass ke a hand brushing thiottie-tunabie inits trajectary,

overdue return to ereamed-together blare as the away afly. tudking in if you it off, untucking
form for fast Golfs. power flows, a Buff o crackle as. A Golf hasn't comered as with power back on
John Simister triedit e troulefeathers Theergine  keenly as this ane fryears. A "At last, & modern Goif with

revs with an insistent shove wel W3 waas flaccid, 3 M b5 usualy evoness. Why did it take solong?’

www.evo.co.uk 159



Showroom Knowledge

SECOND TIME ROUND  (020) 7499 7442

Specializing in Rolex for 20 years!
Grays, 58 Davies St. London W1K 5LP

Audemars Piguet * Bvlgari * Cartier * Franck Muller * Hublot * Jaeger LeCoultre * Patek Philippe

* Piaget * Rolex * Vacheron et Constantin and all fine wristwatches...
WWW.SECONDTIMEROUND.COM Bought, Sold & Exchanged

dealing wit

An award-winning car repair plan from Warrantywise gives you total peace of mind when your
car goes bang! All of our plans include car hire, hotel & onwards travel ex J

standard, You can also take your car to any VAT r

Prices start from just £19 per month. Best of all ils been i
ST Q.d: At~

m, | 7 i P A SRS TEE SRan man Y R VAT e
designed by motaring consumer champion, Quentin Willson Desigred by Quentin Willson

red garage in tha L

QUENTIN WILLSON'S VIDEO GUIDE

itin WHlson, axplams thea

Watch Quentin's Video Guide
www.warrantywise.co.uk/guide

Warrantywise

160 www.evo.co.uk
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Lotus Bise L6 Chub Racer iR TS5 &0 IMAS00  IBGL00 8BSy M0 B0 - BF 8 450 -« Bvenighter evenmore focused - Are you prepared togo this basic? Hededede ok
Lotus Elise 5 Club Racer M0 135 4TIE JNDGE0D  MBAsS00  90Skg M4 42 - K5 WS 375+ Puistapovoachintensifies abiity - Liphtest, eption-free spec requires commitment ddk ko
Lotus Else R 0697  -T TG BATE00  DRGR00 BAkg 23 K6 B9 SO0 WS M4+ Mostthrisome Elise vel - Blaning engine ngle ki
Lotus Bige 5C 3R oa-T T HNGE000  ISAS00 Bfhg 25 48 M4 KBS M9 132« AfthewsualBlse magic - Superchanged engine bicks sparkle dededede o
Lotus Bse 518 MR D610 T 1300 PI200 Sy B &2 wBrF I - 2+ Bollant entry-level Eise - Precious Ritle ek sk
Lotus Else NS 0498  DR0s &TE SATO00  DONES0  BeDkg MY A1 - o - 409+ Ageryanglyuseable Eise - Ar-con?in an Eksa? e ddrd
Lotus Elise Sport 135 fe00 92 TG ISEN00 AES0  Tekg 9 54 - e - - + Ongof gur fave 52 Elises - Brakes need'more bite and pedal feaf ek
Latus B Spart 90 e4R 02 &6 MOTEOD 285000 Tikg M7 4T 1 5 - . + Finblous trackeay foo- Pricey skl
Lotus Blse (51) BR WA TG RSSO0 225000  Mikg Bé &1 IS M - 4+ Amodern dassic - A tad impractical? e e de e
Lodus Exige Sport 350 Roadster IR E55000 6356 L7000 295500 TSk R iT - WS IS MO0+ AnExigewithadded sunny-day appeal - A Boxster would be more practical e e e
Lodus Exige Sport 380 Roadster INR ERTRD) 63456 ITRAEMO0 30205000 Dkg 343 15 W8 M2 K2 +Likethe 350 Roacster, but faster and even punes - A Booster would still e mons practical  dededede
Lotus Exige S Roadsler MB5R TS 56 MSTDO00  SNS0  Tesky A 38 K5 235 280 +Likebhe hard-top Exge S, bul mone raad-friendly - 981 Becster Sisabelier allvounder  dedede ke
Lodus 3-Bleven TR EBRS00 G356 S0T000 30203000 9¥Skg 450 13 M = - + A fantastically exciting Lobus - i not exactlya groundbreaking one Hdedkdkk
Lotus 2-Eleven 128 9em TG BATRDD  BAGED0 0wy M7 43 Ko - - + Mol faroff supercharged cars pace - Pricey onceit's made road-legal e e e
Lotus 2-Ekven Supercharged 1238 =T VIR ZRLEODD  TRTOOD  ofhg 3 38 &g - - + Imypressie on raadand frack - Mgt hargeong enaugh for same do
Lotus 2-Eleven GT4 IR 0T “TRe O8N0 IMTH0 Sy 403 37 - L . + v Track Car of the Year 2009 - it 5 4 R-grand Lotus with no roof ek gk
Lotus 3H0R 1R 00 T4 MOTED0  MASODD &5y MY 45 RS M - - + Hardeore road-racer_. - _thai baks ke 3 dune buggy from Mars e gk
Lotus Ean 5E 0958  B9-95 41568 BSTO00  MENN0 MZRg B &7 - or - A0+ Awesome front-give chassis - Rather ursmaohving ddk AT
Masgerati GranCabrio 2D E0EM0 AMEM  L34/TO00  3I2ATS0  MWedkg 23 L2 0T 3T W5« Asgoodtodiveasitis tolookat - Ladks the grunt of somerivals e ddedr
Maserati GranCabrio Sport 1 1v] EN53G BASG 46477000 IMASTSD Wedkg 228 SO0 T 3T W5 +Looks performance, crusing abiity - Brakes oould be sharper ek kel
Maserati GranCabrio MC 1850  ENMZIM0  ANEH 4547000 3B3ATS0  Widg N4 49 M 33 15  +Most powerful GranCabrioyet - The GranCabeio is starting to show its age oo e Aoy
Mazcla MA-515 (Mt} 20F  EML05  4SMOE  2OT000  TLMBOO0 9Tk 4 A3 BT 139 471+ LightestMX-5since the MK) - Lacks intensity ke
Marcta WG-S5 200 Spoet Naw (Mks) IER B3G9 AM9SE BRAGOD0 WTAE00  WD00kg 1@ T3 B3 16 209  +Brilkant basic recipe - Thedising for stiffer suspengion and mone power ety
@ Marda M5 RF (M) 2330 E23055 41908 BEMGOD0  WTAG00  WMSkg 154 T4 Bé 16 409« Drivesjustbke its soft-lop beother - Sirificant wind nokse with th roof down #e e e Aoy
Mazda MX-5 2 0 Sport Tach (M350 2R 09-T5  4M9e BRATO00  BOSO000 o9Skg M6 TS B8 M 362+ Handes bollantly agait folding hard-fop also avatkible - Less than machoimage ek ki
Marels MX-5 180 {MR3) omE 0509 4T AES00  RAMNS00 WENg 08 23 - - + Garehargge, Kilandy - Lost same af the charm of ol -5 duhiois handing dede e
Mol MN-5 180 (MRZ) OFR W05 40E3 MATOQ  RA5000 MGSkg MO BE o3 - 25+ Affordableragtops cdan't gef much betler - Cheap cabin e v
Marcl MX-5 1.6 (M) 3R BO-UF LGOT ISES0 OSSO TNy m w0 - - B + The original and stil (oref ty much) the best - Less than g ek ek
Mercedes-AMG SLC43 1IN0 E45050 42004 GRAS00  BIH000  15kg M2 4T 155 178 363+ Twin-turbo Vi wel-suited to baby roadster - But alsohighlights the chassis’ age e e de vt
Mercages-Bang SLK 55 AMG 1858 105 S5eE 4BVBBO0 984500 Mg X7 46 55 W5 316+ Quicker and'move econoacal than ever - Neadls fobe sharpey, oo L b g nd
Mercages-Bang SLK 55 AMG 087R  05-10 830 3550750 GTRMODD  ISSkg X9 49 - &S - 15+ Superb anging, responsie chassis - Mo marcial option, ESP spads fun e deode o
Mercedes-Bore SR 55 AMG Black 5enes IOR or08 BN IWWIHD BAITTH O KiSkg M5 49 M O W - . + AlG pols serious - Doll-witfed FG-Tronke auto bax, unéven dyramics e ey
Mercedes-AMG C63 5 Cabriolet w0 EBANS  Af3082  S00/5500 SIBMTSD BSOkg Me 41 - 155 X8 AT  +Abornhookgan - Body flex takes away some control Hodedededr
Mercedes-AMG SLA3 0D ENaNmS AS4E1 STEES0D  G6GMANISO TTOkg I &) 155 34 3O -+ Effortless performance - Needs more invokement togo with the pace S &5 &
Mercedes-Bere SLS00 L P ] Qph3 42550 SGTE00 IMiwg 255 46 - 55 22 30+ Waltyperformance beaulifudy enginesred - Livks iitimate sporls car fee el
Mercodes-Bone SLEIAMG e 1276 Qo SI0OSSDD  SA0OA000 ITRMg M 43 55 20 - + Monsier perfonmance lighter thin Befond - SHil by § toering Dicks consistency’ #e e e el
Mercoages-Bone SLES AMG mMin 13- B0 GALAA00 TIVZI00 MRy 14 40 55 A0 M4+ Chassisjust about deals with the power - Speod limits ek Tt
Mercogies-Bong SLE3AMG wo 08-13 &EA8 SRBE00 4640800 WTOkg 2B 46 55 32 200 -+ Movefocused thanaky SL55 AMG - Lost someofifts all-raund appeal dedededelr
Mergegies-Banz SLESAMG oD PE-T0 RASERD  GONAB00  TIDE00D  A03skg AP 41 &5 - - + Gob-gmacking pevformance - Gob-smackingly pricey dedde i
Mercages-Bane SLSAWG Roadster a7 R 2% Q208  S61E800 4MATR0  Medkg X5 37 P 308 A4+ Losesnoneof the coupe’s falents - Bul (undersiandahl] ioses the gulwing doors ek ok
Morgan3 Wheeler WER ENWD 2107 AN5ES0  W03AB0 Sy B 60 W A5 303 -« Quitky characterful brilliant - Canbecomea two-wheeler if you push too hard e deode ot
MorganPlus B Speedster MR ENKO)  BAM9 H2E300 03600  W00kg 368 42 W8 2 A3 +Fantastic old-schodl roadster experience - Getsunset teo by by bumgs L b 8 ot
MorganPlus B ril:g EBA34AS BAT99 I6AB300  IMOVER00  TIODkg 334 44 BS %6 BT+ Hiaous mixod old looks and new mecharicak - Refirement & defiritely oid-school ek s v
Maorgan Aero SuperSports K5R  ERA04S LNM9 6300 IMOA3G00  TIBORE 32 42 mw - - + I's an Aero 8 with a Vi and targa top - It's propsr supercar money dedkedk
Morgandern 8 M58 0208 8479 362B300  3RV3400  0okg 3 45 m - 22+ Glonios seund, wiew over Bannet, dhynamics - Awkwarg-ioaking rear Fdk kT
Nissan 3007 Roadster MIR WM a3606  IMD00 2005200 IS5k 23 &S 155 282 252+ TheZedsolo-school character remains intact - 15 purposefi iooks don 't Ak
Porsche TH8 Bonsted 0D EALTID 4M19EE I9AES00  280vend  1B35kg 225 a1 - Iy 168 382+ Chassisas good a5 ever - Four-Cylinders tunsless din would be hard talve with ey
Porsche TH8 Boxster 5 IR ES00605 ASMAT  BAAAES00 0G0  1355kg 59 44 9B T 186 30« Still sensationally capabile - Turba four-tylinder enging luds appeal of the old flat-six oo e e el
Porsche Boxster (381) MR SN JRAT00 2064500 kg AW 54 - s M2 35+ Goesandlooks batter - Shame about the elactric steering dededk
Poarsche Boxster 5 (081) =T Pl ] B3 JIAR0 2654500 13Nkg 239 AT T3 206 327 +Bocsher sieosaud of A7 shadow - But gots 0rs s appeating alectric sheing Hedede ek
Porsche Boxster GT5 (981) 220 M- G IR0 FI4500 M5k ME 50 e 20 A4 Sopeddeniics, faatastic enging geeal kaoks - Spot SUspensins wry fivm e e ek
Porsche Baxster Soydler {981) MR 156 3800 IR0 0ATRD DSk M8 45 By 230 25+ Thefastest most rewarding Bowster yel - Feedback trals the Cayman T4 ek ek
Porsche Boxster § (87) 1a1R 05-T2 A 06B00 ASSS00 DRSkp X2 53 M 223 A7+ Serond-pen Boxsters as brlant as ever - it 5 a typically Porsche redesign ek e de ke
Porsche Boxster Spyder (987) BER  W-E AN DETIO0  FIS0  Wiekg 257 50 BE 2N A1+ Lighter mavedriver-centiic Bocster - Collapsad-brofy roofmol themast practical  dedkdedede
Porsche Bovster 5 (986) OrOR W04 A&AF ZS6BR00  ZPAEDD  1ANkg 200 AT s - 269+ Asciad power over The non-5 Baxsler is seduc e - Verplittie ek ek
Radical SR35L iR EEAB&D 472000  300MG000 2654000  TT5kg M 14 G- - + Our X0 Track Car of the Year and it's road-legal - Youll need bo wrap upwamm e e e
Renault Sport Spider IR W99 4998 MEBDO0  ANS00 9ikg B 65 ol - = + Ranty, unassisted steenng - Heawer tham youd hope; dsanpointing anging *dkir T
Rolls-Royce Davwn 220 £250000 16502 S61MXS0  STRIS00  Melkg X1 49 - 15 30 M0+ Effortiess deving expenience - Diver invobement nota priodty e e e
Toyota MR2 1arR 00-08 4R Baes00 2S00 9mkg N T2 a2 B0 - B2+ Tightines, [t dyrics - Wik Lggage Soace ek sl
TVR Tarnova OrOR  OOT A3605 IS0 MOSSDD  MSsdkg 338 45 - Ba - . + Wel-sonled sofl-top TVR- Awkward 5 hyling et tr
TV& Tuscan Comertible OWR 0507 AC9E  6SUB800 NSB000 ogkg 7 318 &I K5 - - + Soinit af the Griff raborn - Over M5mph? Really? e e dedr
TVR Chimaerd 5.0 QorR W03 Q4GRS OGN0 VIS0 O6hg T 46 - B - M4+ GORROUS o, Lanmac-nipading grun! - Delads sk
TVR Gt £.3 068R  WAPR G4ME0  JROOS00 3054000 WOeNg ME 48 D2 K8 - - + Thrcar thaf racke TVR Cult 5t adus - Moee detals e dededr
TVR Grffith 500 O09R W3- ANRRs  MSR0 TR Oy OV 48 n2 W - 2« G dlamond'- A few rough edges ek g
Wawnchall VA0 0238 D004 &2ME  MSSAD0  ISOA000 BTSkg B8 58 - og - 34+ Absuroly good Kauhall- The badge? ek deodedr
Wanechall VX220 Torbey O56R  03-05  &W98 WSSO0 MBeMS0 kg IS 47 &5 - - + Nothing covmes ekose for the money - Marginal everydly usability Hedkddk
Vukl 05 IR ES9995 42000 IEASSRDD 30000 Tiskg 405 AT B - = + IMpnessive pace and guality - Youcan get amore thrills froma Caterhamat hall theprice. dedeskede sy

Get a Quote Online T— 95
warrantywise.co.uk &) R

Call us on Freephone

0800 030 4569

For full details, flick to our ad in your copy of Evo - Just look for Quentin!
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OUR CHOICE

Porsche 91 R. GT3 RS engine, manual garbo, nowing and a lightweight
build ethic. It sounded kke the perfect 911 on paper, and in physical form it has
proved o be just that - or very close to it - for many, Hence s win at eCoty
0 agairst some particularty strong rvals Pity about those premims._

BEST OF THE REST

Lower diown the B11 range, the B91.2 Carmera and Canrera S haven't been uined
bry the addition of turbos. Elsewhens, Jaguar's F-type B Coupe (left ) ks a real
hoot. and we'd take a Mercedes-AMG C&3 5 Coupe over BMOW M4, whils Lotus's
Exige and Evora continue to offer sublime handiing in all guises.
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Alfa Romen4C 098 ESLS00 4RI XTAG000  2SA/ZM00  B9Skg M9 45 B0 15 415+ Carbonfibre tul, mini-supencar looks - Hot hatchengine, clunky gearbox dodkedkdds
Alfa Rormeo 8C Compelizione IR DR A4S JEMTO00 3SATSD  SeSg 288 4 moo- - + Looks, exchshily. nolse. balance - They're all sold drde e deds
Alpina D4 Biturbo 068 ESOSG0 A7993  MQM000  TI6NS00  10BTkE 221 46 W3 13% 533 «Fifth-gear eversteer - Sounds ke adiesel fud economy not a5 g00d &5 you might hope
Alpirg B4 Biturbe 068  ESESS0  A29T0  L04/SS00 4433000 BISkg 254 42 B8 1T 302+ Mone fluid than the Ma: better traction, i - Not &5 precise as theM-carover the limit  sedededesdr
Aston Martin V8 Vantage 1690 EBL595  AMATIS  LAVTOOD  J4GSSTSO W30kg M2 47 180 33 24+ 0Rupgradeskeepthe VB Yantage onsang - Starting to feel alittle dated, though ks
Aston Martin'VE Vantage M430 MR EB9OGS  AATIS  L30VTI00  3SVS000  EOkg I 45 B9 3N 205+ Malleable irvoving. can still hold its own - Never feels rampanty quick Frddddk
Aston Martin Ve Vantage 5 168R  EG4995 BATIS 4307300 36VS000 kg IM 45 B9 29 N9« Keens engine, V2 Vantage iooks - Sghtly suggish auto oaly ek
Aston Martin Vartage GTE I9R  EMGS000 AATIS  440THO0  B6VS000  1530kg M2 44 B - - + Enowgh drasma tofilla Net flix mini-series - Just 150 being made ko
Aston Martin V12 Vantage 5 M0 ER000 125935  SHSMATSO ASTETS0 MGASkg A5 37 205 M3 W2+ Amongst the best Astons ever made - Old-school automated Thox (5o 26t themanual]  dede e dede
Aston Martin Vantage GTI2 MR E250000 125935 597000 4615500 1565kg  3BL 35 - wo- - + The GT3-style Vantage we've beenwaiting for - Only 00 being made Hrde et
Aston Martin VIZ Vantage MgR D913 125935 SQES00  4AVSTS0  WE0kg 308 44 &7 MO 388 W3« Thecarwehopedthe V8 Vantage wowldbe - Erm, a tad thirsty? ok
Aston Martin DEN 300 EIB4900 1254 GDOVES0D  SI6NS00  TTkg M4 19 - 200 333 WA« Anexcellent GT - Sulfers in outright handiing berms as & result Hrdedk e
Aston Martin DB9 GT D EMOO000 15935 SL06ETS0 L5TSS00  TTESkg 30T 45 B3 333 WA+ Morepower stilhas bags of character - Meeds sight-speed auto ox ke
Arfon Martin DAY MBR 4-T6 125035 SMSS00  45RSSO0 RSy M0 46 B3 3568 B2+ Agreat stant to Gardon-ora Astons - Aufamatic pearbax could be quicker o deds
Aston Martin DES MR OFR IGEES BOES00  SA0ETS0 MRMg M6 42 W3R WF - Supendous anging gedrbax, Irakes - Pricey, Canbife the wiwiy oy
Audi TT 20 TSI [(MK3) 4R E29915  AM9BL 22400 TANESD 1230k BE A0 B3 137 479« Desirable, grippy andeffonbesshy quick - Stll mot the last wordin interaction dode ek
Audi TT 20 TFS| guattno (M3 2030 EI2AG0  4MOBL XATAMS00  HAN600 1335k M3 53 155 148 441 -+ Looks interor, decent performance andhandling - Lacks uitimate involvernent ket
Aundi TTS (MK} JOR  EIBM0  4MIBL 3065800 ZB0N800 1365kg 28 40 155 188 387 -+ Dynamicallyinteresting (for a TT) - Stillnot as interactive as a Cayman E S & 5 &
Ausdi TT RS (MK3) IR ESIB00  4/MB0  39A/SE50 354100 a0k M 34 - 1BE 16T 34« Seundtiack: tremendous point-to-point pace - A kit one-dimensional in thelong um dededede o
Audll TTRS (MK2) IS8R 09-T4 5480 JIRE00 JIATA00 LSOk 235 44 T IS5 200 M4+ Spblime S-cplinder furbo enging - Rest of package can't quite rmatch it ks
Al TT RS Phes (Wi 2) M50 1AM S0 IFSTS00 IS0 MSOky M9 43 - W 209 34+ Stonkingly fast cross-country - Shockinglyexpengve fara TT dedkedekr
Audi 55 5RO EATO00  AG9A5 340400 3S003T0 65k 220 4T 155 1M 382 -« Chassisrewands commitment... - _but doesn't offiera challenge. Plainengine, too et drdr
Auxdi RS5 06R  ES9.ETD  BMIG3  4A4EES0  IMAO0D  TNISkg 263 45 - 1B5 M6 M9 -+ Bulkant engine and impeoved chassis - Lack of suspersion travel, incorsistent steenng o v devy
Audi REVE 2R ORS BAMGT  420M00 TEESDD  Ish0kg X6 40 RR 188 3R M9+ Abwe S ala e - Exclushaty comes o 4 price ke ok
Bentley Continental GT VB MR EK0300 AM3993 50006000 4870700 22k 229 46 - B8 M6 20+ Aproperdrivers Bentley withdecent economy - W2 suddenly seems pointless e
Bentley Continental GT V8 5 J04F  EMGAOD A093 55000 S00NM0  XAkg BB 43 ME 350 264+ Anevenbetter drivers Bentley - Vastweight makesitspresencefelt mharderdriving  dededede o
Bemtley Continental GT 1520 EIS0500 1S99E  SHTG000  SIAMM Xxckg 297 43 W 33 WS+ 200mphinuiter comiont - Weight, thirst o dedr
Bentley Continental GT Spedd 7300 EMBBS0D 12G99E  AIVT00  A202000 IMSkg 186 4) 206 33 W3+ Desirabiity reets exclusiity and performance - Wed Stillhave the VB kel
Bentley Continental GT3-R 2030 E237500 AM3993  STAAGDO00 SIBAMMD Nk MM 36 My X5 22 -+ Thebest-handing Continental ever - Expersive: it still weighs Ja0kg ke e
BMW I-senies M Coupe a8 12 ST 3RS0 ZEGOR00  MoSkp 28 48 55 2x - + Charac ter, turho pace and great looks - Came and went (oo guick Fdddd
BMW M0 Coupe 0 E3[B0O0 AO99E  IWMGE0D  I6BN320  Widkg 131 4B - B5 W9 3652 +Adustableand plenty of fun - Lacks fimegse and precision ke
BMWMIS Coupe 2R W 62000 NS00 ZRATI00  MSSkg XM B2 T IS5 9 M9« Powerliain chasss looks, sine - Limited-skip dififis an option, nol standasrd ek el
BMWM2 0R  EA4080 A29T0  JGGARS00  JGOVMAS0  WOSkg ME 45 - 155 199 332  +Morepmgressve chassis balance than the M4 - Feels unsettlied on rowgh tarmac Akl
BRIW M NBR  ESTO5S MO0 42575500 4DGMBS0  15Bkg 185 43 155 204 321 «Ferociously Fast - A handful on less-than-perfect of less-than-bone-diry roads Hrdedrdedr
BMW M Competaion Package IR EE006S  GT0 4e4MTDOD 4DABSD  TOlkg M8 43 - 155 204 31« Better tied-down than the regular M4 - Torgque delvery still rather atwupt kel
BMWMSGTS IR M 62070 LOLEISD 4425000 S0k 332 A7 B0 M0 M9 B0+ Vastimprovenent onksser Ms - S0/t should be at this price ke ko
BMW M (E22) MeR ORI AA000  LMABI00 205900 15R0kg M6 43 103 155 20 228« Fendsoffaliofits rkals - _except the cheaper i-sesles LE S 8
BMWMIGTS(Ea 228w BA3E] 44300 MAOTS0 1S3k M5 43 - MO 25 - + Highly eecksive, one of the most focused M-cars ever - Good ek trying tofindone dededededk
BMWMIE4a) 066R 0007 632G JITRO0 2645000 MoSkg 20 K Ry 655 - Z37 + Oneof the best SWWE ever, Runoer-ugin oCofy 2000 - Sightiartificisieenng feed dedededeodr
BMWMICE (E46) MR @0 6OM6 JTH00 2695000 Meskg 230 &1 - 5 - 217+ CEL cynanics withoo! CSL pvice - Looks i e standivd car ok
BMWMICSL (ES) 2008 03 &AM IESM00 IO RSk M0 53 RO OIS - - + Shil superh- Changes from the antomated single-clofch boxrare_ a_ bR _shigpish ek
BMVW M Evoltion (E36) MEE WS-SR AN IAOROD  HMASXe 1Sk M5 54 28 58 - 257+ Performance image - Neverguifeas good as the £30 ok
BMWMIERD) M5R WA 42300 FRAVRD  WRNS00  Naskg MBS A7 W8 KT - 203+ Best M-carever! Race-cav demidacs for he road- Prices have gotout of hang ddedddk
BMW 24 M Covpe 0TR  DE-09 AOME  IWTN0  MONM0 LAg M2 S0 - 55 - 233+ Arealdkivers’car - You've got fobe prepaned o get stuck in ke e o
BWWME (F13) MR ES3050 AM395  S5R000  S00N500  BSOkg 303 42 - 155 N 285  +Mghtyabdity pace, technology - Youll want the Competition Package upgrade too.  dededede o
BMWME (E83) MER 0510 MRS S0QATR0 Z4BI00  MiMg 30 48 1A0 IS5 347 ME o Awesome BT awesome sponts car - SMG gearbox ngw off the pace ik
BMWid NOR E9R560 3489 IGUOB0O  AMVITO0  MESkg M4 44 - 1B5 43 145« Bulkantlyescuted conceplsoi-filoks - Safe dynamic set-up kel
Chevrolet Camarn /28 * 0R STI750 AT008  SOSMEI00  4B1MBO0  TIkg M6 42 - s - E + Scalpel-shanpengine, great chassis (really) - Foels very stiff on LIK rads dodedekodr
Chevrolet Corvette Stingray (C7) WIR  E624TO  AGBMI L60/6000 L5600 eodkg 2 44 94 IB0 3T X5« Perfomance chassis balance, supple ide - Body control could be better e drde s
Cherolet Corvette 206 (C7) IR EB9GA0 B2 6506000 6503600 19%Ekg M3 3T - B @M} Bl Mnd-bogging aw spesd: surprisingly sophisticated - Edgy when really pushed LEE 80
Ford Mustang 2.3 EcoBoast D ENSS 42261 NAsS00 WWI000 eSSk W2 5A - 55 1M 353« Nnelyped ointas 200005 thi VB - Missing ten per cent i whal makes the Mustang  dedededeodr
Ford Mustang S0VBGT 5R EJ095  BMOH1 L0VESO0  IONAZS) Tk 0 M3 4B TLE 155 209 209 +Looksnoise performance, value ight-hand drive - Comesundong on rougher roads  dedkedealrd
Ginetta G408 165F  £35040 40999  TRAT00  WOS000 TOSkg XM BB - uwo - - + hrace-comphant sports car for the road - Feels toosoft tobeahandoore track toy ettt
Honda integra Tipe R (DE2) 2008 WE-D0  4ATOF MERO00 BITIN0 kg Y &2 F9 M5 - 2B« Arguably the greatest front-dhive car ever- Too raw for some et
Honda N5X WAz 18R W-OS GO ITION  IMSI0 MKk M6 5§ - e - 228+ Theuseable supdrear'- ZRakhe soundds 2 b weady loady dode ekl
Honda NEX-R (N42) * MG0R 0203 &G AWM  2MSIH0 kg 21 44 na - - « eva Car of the Yaar 2002« Hard to find in the LK ke ek
Infiniti Q405 B0 EA2990 G007 LO0MGA00 35041600 TTOGkg 2 SO 155 208 30 -+ Impresshetech- Bectronic systemsreduce feeling of involvement Akl
Jaguar F-type Coupe 040 ESLM0 /X5  3MBS00 333500 1567k AT 55 W 34 JBE o« Drop-deadlooks. briliant chassis, desabiity - Engine lacks top-end fight dodedrde T
Jaguar F-type 5 Coupe MmD EE0260 A2995  ITRARS00 333500 5Bk M1 53 W 234 BB -« EBwuisitestyle more rewarding (and affordable) than roadster - Scrappy ontheimit  Jrskedededr
Jaguar F-type R Couge JBR  EBSON0  A/S000  SAMES00  S0073500  WS0kg 14 40 - B5 255 M4+ Looks presence performance, soundtrack - Bumgy and baistrous ek ke
Jaguar F-type R Coupe AWD 0 ENGH0  B/S000 52500 S0VIS00 W0kg M@ 35 81 186 X9 B0 +Betferthanthe rear-diveRlin the wet - Less involving inthe dey e drdeodr
Jaguar F-type SVR Coups 0 ENOODD B5000  SHTES00 36500 TMOSkg 338 35 - 00 X9 B0+ Amarginallybetter drive than the AWDR - Mot by encugh tojustify the extracutlay ek
gt XKR MG 09-T4  AS000  SORBO000 4602500 MTBky S 46 B M7 230+ FaslandincrodiBly rewanaing Jag - The kids will fame fo stay.al home dodkedekodr
gt XKR-5 la88 - AS000  H2B000 S0LOS00  MWiBky 38 42 B 297 230+ Fasher andwider i regular XKR - The F-type R Coupe ke
Lezeus RC200¢ F Sport SR E30405 4M998 MASS00  SAN650  WISkg MY 15 K3 168 382 -« Fludride - Lacks body control and outright grip i
Lexus RCF MR E50095 AM069  LTOMBA00 3914800 0 THeSkg MM 45 B8 51 45 o+ Greatsteering notse, sense of occasion - Too heawy to be truly excting E S &8 o
L LOSOD WD cEESODD BAOG9  LTOUTION  3RAAE0D  193ckg M7 44 wo- - + Glorious engineg, rewarding chassis for aGT car - Numb Stesfing. messy ergonomics  drdedrkr

RENAULT SPORT MEGANE I

Whywould you? What topay whithever comes first Swivelhuh  SPECIFICATION (250 CUR)
Because It served as ow hot From £30k for a 250, £13k and up Dbail-joints e a costly weakness
[ols ] hatch benchmark for seven for 2 265 Cup, £20k-22K for an - around £500 per side to sort Years 2009-2016
= Ld YEears, winning NUMEnUS group end-af-ling 275 Cup, and £28k+ - solisten for knocks and donks Engine In-ling 4-cyl, 19%80e, turbo
—— tests. its eputation for being the for a Trophry-R. from the front of highesr-mileage Power 257bhg @ 5500rpm
}-_ drivers’ hat hatch only grew as it What to look out for cars. Fronk discs are anund £300 Torque 251k ft @ 3000mpm
== evaived through 250, 265 and 1T The engine is tough, but it's vital a pair to replace, induding labour, 0-60mph &.1sec [tested)
s versions, especially in Cup, Trophy ot 1o miss the cambelt change o factor this in if they're past Top speed 155mph (camed)
or ultimate Tropy-R trim. at sbo years or T2.000 miles, their best. (Ful guide. evo 228.) Rating 44
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SMART SURFAGE SCIENCE

LEADING THE WAY IN
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provides paint proteGHicn
unachievable levels of gloss, dOfablity
scratch and chemical resistance.

Its composite structure offers the ultimate in < s,
ceramic protection plus the same shck

finish ond candy like gloss as the

wery best carnouba waxes
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Lodus Exige Sport 350 IR ES5000 &/3s56  3ASSTO00 2954500 ToSkg I AT 1 3% B0+ Futherhoned Exige withvastly improved gearshifi - Stllnoteasytogetintoandout of  Ardedrded
Lodus Exige Sport 380 3R EETO0D  AA456  IPRAETDO  M0R/S000  ThDkg 343 35 8 22 W1 +Intinse absorbing and brilkantly capable - Perhags not an everyday car e e e e
Lotus Exige 5 (V) Friv L oy - 3K METO00 OSNE00 ey e 38 O 235 280 -+ Brembhiaking road-race oo joint 2007 Carof the T - Gearsfal nof the swoeles! e e e
Lotus Exige 5 {52) [T . o 4AT6  AATRO0  INASSD0 S50k 98 45 K8 M9 3372« Lightweght with aheftypunch- Uninspiring scundtrack etk
Lotus Exgge (51} 008  DO-T0 4AT6 MATEOD MASONT TRDkg M7 46 ne - - + Looks and goes like Ese racer- A tadlacking in refinement e etk
Lodus Evana 400 GR ETZ000D  GA3456  SDOVTODD  0RAIS00  1395kg XM 4 86 IE 190+ Evordamcibement ievets Lake a leap - Goearbox still ned perfec : punchy pricing RN AKX
Lodus Evara Sport 410 IR EBRDDD  AS3456  ANVTOOO  FI0AAS00 T3R5k M 19 - B IE W1+ Bwenlghter snd sharper Evord - Engine and gearboo bihind the bestat this price et e g o
Lotus Feora IME D915 AN AMB00 SEATO0 DMy X7 56 36 M2 AT 303+ Sublimernideand handing. Our 2009 Car of the Year - The Evora 5 et e gk
Lotus Bvora 5 B8R WG O3 JET000 JSNSDD MIkg M5 46 - 2 229 287  «Afasterangbetter Ewrd - Butone which soars with the Porsche #IL L
Maserati GranTurismo 4R EBZERD BMI4LE 9RO 33NTH0 BB0kg 16 55 T WT 330 WA+ Stiking accomplished GT - Doesa't spike the putse ike an Astonor 510 et e
Maserati GranTurismo Sport B8R ES430  BAGH ABGTO0D  3H3A4TS0D BBDkg M5 48 - B5 33 WY+ Thebesteveryday GranTurisma yet - Starting to getbong in the tooth ek
Masarati GranTurismo MC Stradale WIR  ENOTAD  BAGET  A54/TO00  3BAATSD  1BOOkg 156 4S5 168 350 182 -+ Bnlkant blend of road racer and GT - Gearbaw takes alittle getting usedto e et A
Mercedes-AMG C43 dMatic Coupe 3R EATHO05  AM996 62500 BI000  eelkg IR 4T 155 T 3%2  +Fastand instiled with areal sense of quality - Mot encugh emphasis on fun L
Mercedes-AMG CA3 5 Coupe IMR EEA20F ASISEZ 505500 SIGTRD TWiSkg 206 19 - 155 M0 B +Mouth-wateingmechanical package: better than.an b - Light steering weve e el
Mercoes-Benr CATAMG Coupe MR WM BAXOE  4SLBS00  4AXT000 MSME X7 44 103 BE 20 235« Apoperiwo-door M3 nval - C63 saloonlooks bef her e e e ek
Mercages-Bone 063 AMG Back Serles g proyi] BAEME  SVBE00  S5RSA00  MERg I 42 - Bs s - + The Co3 tumed wp bo IT- Tog heavy, not a5 fery.as Black Senes cars of g et dr
Mexcedes-AMG 563 Coupe 1050 ERSS95  ASGe1  STISS00 6EMIISO MWehky MM 42 155 23 30+ Thunderously fast S-class built for deivers - Lacksbadpe appeal of aContinental GT  dedkededke o
Mercedes-AMG 565 Coupe 2090 EM30TS 125880 GZIMBOD  TIRZI00  IQkg 299 4l B6 279 3T+ Amighty power, fabulous luxury - Nearly £60k mone than the 563! Rk
Mercedes-AMG GT D BRSNS BAME2 ASRED00  L427600  THA0kg 301 40 B9 N6 304+ Atnoespons carthal ko does koory - Takes timi toreveal its lents wede e el
Mercedes-AMGGT S N6k ENOASS  AAGAD  S00MES0  4TOATHO  15T0kg 326 3B B3 N9 300+ Fantastic chassis, hugegnp - Artificial steering feel; downshifts could be quidker e e e e
Mercedes-AMGGTR IR OEKM3INMG B0 STVMEI0 SRDD  1a%%kg T 36 W I ME  +Funandblisteningly fastza truerival for the 9 GT3 - Coud prove 100 st for Uk roads  seskedededr
Msan 3T 4R ETA4S G606 RAT000  Z6ESI00  letdkg 29 53 55 B AT« Quicker beaner, keener than 3502 - Mot quite a Cayman-killer L8 8 a
Messan 3T0Z Nismo 00R  EITSES  GAG0G  IBTN00 NS00 MOdkg 230 52 155 8 266 -« Sharperlooks, improved ride, extra thrils - Enginelacks sparkle ok
Messan GT-R (200TMY) J0R  EMOSS  AAT90  S6MGB00 4POV3B00 WTSkg 3 AT B X5 M0 - Moreefinement. muchimproved inberior, still fast - Feelsa bouch less alert Hrdrdededr
MessaniaT-8 Track Edition [2017MY) XD s o399 5626800 4TOV3600 TMSkg 3 1T - ®We 5 M0 - GT-Rregainsits sharpness - Getting pricey these days LE s
MessanGT-R Nismo (20TTWY) IR EWESS 690 SORME00  SB1G00 WISk 340 2T - %6 275 W0« incredbly focused - Sl too firm bobe ot itsbest on UK roads wede el
Kissan GT-R (200 Y-20060Y] ER 1AW GO0 MAEM00 4603000 kg 3B 32 5 ME NS MO« GT-REquicherandbetter than éver - Bul costs over ENR mane thanits Bunchpnice  dededkeded
NessanGT-R Track Bdvbon (20060 Y) 2238 15-76 GATRY SAB400 46TN00 MOkg 3B 34 AT Mg AN M0+ Recreates much of the Wamo's abiity; without the rock-hard ride - infenior feels dated drdedrdode
NessanGT-f Nema (2004MY) 2058 -6 G390 SABR00 4EVIX00  TXkg 350 26 - s A A0« Manages tomake regular GT-8 fel imprecise - Compromised by super-fimm suspension e dedr
Nissan Skyding GT-R (R3) M6R W02 62568 ZRATD00  ZPAAH00  IS60kg B0 &7 RS b5 - 200+ B brutal and great fun - Newds mone than the standard 2750hp e e e ek
Iissan Skyding GT-R (R23) MR W 6568 ITRBSDD  ATAL00 kg B 54 K3 I8 - 220+ Proof thad fapwese f-tech canwork (superbili) - Limited supoly etk
Peugeot RCIR 09R  E32350 4508 ZGEA000 M3IM00 280kg M 59 - 155 145 448  +Rewardingand highly effectivewhen fully it - Dated cabin, steering lacks feel et e de A
Posschie 718 Cayman N0 EIRETE  4TWER  PAWH00  B0es0  1E3bkg 25 Al T 168 471+ Chasss remaing adream - Engine fedls stranghed and sounds horibdy harsh L b
Posschie T Cayman s IR EARBAT  4AANOT  BAGAS00  TI0AG00  TE55kg 259 44 - T 1BE 64+ Fasterandbef ter iodeive than over - Turbd fowr-cylimder iS uttery chamiliss weve e
Porsche Cayman 5 (981 2088 138 G363 IO FINS00 DBMkg XNT 45 105 M M6 31+ TheCaymancomesofage - Erm_ Hedede e
Porsche Cayman GT5 (961} F T G336 IN00 BOATRD  DeSkg 253 49 - FF A 34 ¢ Tweaksimprove an akeady sublime package - Sightly aftermarke! looks L 88 8 &
Parsche Cayman G T4 (981) IR 15 63500 ZBQWO0  FOETRD kg JBR 44 83 23 X4 cewolarofthe Year 2005 feven though the 991 GTIRS was there!] - Secong-hand prices vt %
Parsche Cayman 5 (967 23F 0T &M IWTI0  FINTR0 DBy 27 52 2 223 27 «Shilwant that 907 - Yeah s too ek
Porsche Cayman R (987) s8R T3 3636 IS0 NINTR0  IMSg X5 4T - 75 28 M@+ Totalhandling excelionce - Styding adaitions mat fo allfastes e e e ek
Poesche 911 Camrera (9902) MR ETG412 [Tl IBRE500 332700 Wigkg B9 46 - B3 MWl 340 + Forced induction hasn't nuined the Carvera - Purists wor't be hapgy i e
Poesche 911 Camera 5 (991.2) TR ERS BT 62981 456300 3690700  Gedkg 292 &3 W Wa 325 o« Bindingly fast - Youllwant the sports exhaust oy o il
& Porsche 911 Carrera GTS (9912) 330 E94AM  6MI9E1  L44MS00  LDANS0 ME0kg AN 40 - B3 M2 300+ Everything a 911 shouldbe - But only inroar-drive coupe form e e e e
Porsche M Carera 5 (9911 20k 1B G3E00  JRTHO0  IMO00 KISkg M7 43 RS B8 22 AT+ ACwrera with supercar pace - Blec ric steering robs i of some tactilily bk
Porsche 8l Carrera 45 (9911 R -5 GOR00  FMOD NS00 MESkg T3 45 - BS 233 285« Moresahisfying than rear-drie 9911 Carreras - Choase your spec carsifinly e e e de ke
Porsche MINCavrend £ GTS (9911 Friv T G3R00  L2UTHO0  IMETI0 MTkg 293 44 89 233 285 + Thehighight of the 9L Carrera lne-up - Fricey for a Carrerd e e
Porsche MINCavrera 5 (9982) IR oa-Tl GC3B00  IBOBS0D  I0E400 Mok AT 4T - B8 ME A4+ Poise precsion Dindhig pace - Fee's & it cinies v
Porsche i Carera 5 (9971 OFOR  &-T8 60BN IR0MG00  ARNE00 MMy M4 446 9 W2 - 25« evoCarofthe Year 2004 Me.a junior T3 - Tech overload? e e etk
Porsche 911GT3 (991) 06k ENOSS0 G199 LEBMBES0 ZMGAGR50  Wi0kg 313 35 - B E0 B0+ evoCar ofthe Year 2013 - At itsbest at hoence-troubling speeds L 88 88
Posschie I11GT 3RS (591) IR EA6  AO%96  S93EIS0 IS0 MWDk 353 30 M B3 96 03+ Sensationally good 1o deive - They won't albe painted Uitra Violet e e e
Porsche J11R (997} IR EIB6S0  6M3906  LOVE2SD 3250 T0kg M6 3B - 200 308 N2+ evolarofthe rear 20N - Limited avalability ke ke
Porsche WNGT3 (90.2) Ia2rR 08T GOTOF  LMTEO0  DIRERR0 D95y 3 42 2 M 303 A0« Bvenbetter than thecar it replaced - (Gheeus 3 minule. et e ek
Porsche WIGTIRS (18 997.2) 2008 W0 G 44TR00  JIWETHD igkg 39 40 - B gk - + Qur favourite car from the first 200 Bswes of evo - For people ike us, nothing e e e
Porsche FNGTIRS 4.0 (997.2) are W GO SEREIS0 ZXROTH0 D60k B8 1§ - M3 - + gvgrCar of the Year 201 - Linfarghang on-road gl crazy used prices LA S a8
Porsche MINGTI 0070 M2R OR09 63600  S0ATHO00 AOSH0 M5y ME 43 R4 W - - + Rurier-up éve Carof the Yaar 2006 - Ferra 599 GTBs ko
Porsche MI1GTIRE (9971 I5R  OFD9 63600 S0MTHEO0 2O0H0 DTSkg AW 42 - oo - + gve Cav of the Year 2007 - A chunk more rmaney [han the britkant GT3 ek
Porsche SITGT3 (996.2) ZIR W05 6300 MO0 BLS000 A0k NP 43 92 MO - - + eve Car o the Year 2003 - Chassis is 3 b foo frack-focused for some roads et sk
Porsche WIGTIRS (096.2) 069R 0305 63600 ITEWO0 L5000 33y MBF 47 W2 - - + Track-birsed versionof the brilant GT3 - Limited supply e e e
Porsche MIGT3 (996.1) IR W 63600 3OO0 FIS000 BNMg X 45 103 BT - A9 +evoCiv of the Year 999 - Porsche dir T budld éraough ke
Radical R¥C 1B9R  EO6500 AMIT00  35OATSO X050 900kg 395 2B - m - - + Areal trackday weapon - Can't match the insanity of a Caterham 630R Hedede e
Radical R¥C Twrbo J05R  ERO000 ArM06  LLAM000 5003600 0kg MM 26 - B - - + Eats (T 3s for breakTast - Might not feel special encughiat this price R AR
Raical RN Turbo S00 1090 EM3A00D 6496 SE0MEI00  LEVS00D  TODkg 40 16 AA B - - + Huge performance. intuitive adjustability, track abiity - Comgromised for road use wede e
Radical RXC Turbo S008 20 EAN000 A&S3M06  SOOMETO0  L65MN00 WMok 561 2B - B - = + Immense accessible peyformance - Fit, finish and detaling lacks finesseat thisprice dededededr
Subar BRZ 0GR E22495  AMOGE WITOD0  1GLG400  1230kg 163 T6 - WO 18 362+ Fnechasss, geat steening - Weak engine, not the slide-happy car they promised etk kel
TeyotaGTES 23R EN495  4MWSE WITO00  BLB400 M0k 161 69 165 WO 181 382« Monefunthanits Subaru BRE cousin - Same lack of torgue. poor interior quality e el
VW Sgirocco GT 0TS 3R  E26RS &W8e  IWA00  5AN00 Bh%kE 8 69 - 53 13 40« GollGTlpriceand performance - Interior lacks flair dkkk
W Scirocco R 00D E3ZSE0  4AMOEs IMGAE0O00  SRAS00  M2Gkg a7 5T 155 187 353+ Greatengine grown-updymasmics - Perhaps a it too grown-ug for some e e ey
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RATINGS -+ Thrill-free zone +# % Tepid +# %+ Interesting # % % % Seriously good + % % % % A truly great car SUPERCARS

OUR CHOICE

McLaren STSLT. The Jong-tail is the step fooward we've been haping fior
frawm MeLaren's super-sedes cars, adding a real serse of imvohernent ta the
incredibie pace that s been buldng since the 12C. In fact, the 6750 s so
intertse it might even make you question if you need a PL

BEST OF THE REST

The Ferrari 458 GTA (left) has a stunning turbocharged engine and the chassis
to enplit it Lamborghini's Aventadar affers true supercar chama, especially in
Superveioce form, while the Pagani Huayra rivals it for theatre (albeit at four
tiries the price) anclwas our joint 2012 eve Car of the Year.

= F = = =
i g s & E 5 EFGE OEG s
g8 £ s & = 5 g 2 2 3 8B =z evowm
Aston Martin Vanquish (Mk2) 23R EWRO%5  WSAX5 S6AGE50 4655500 WIdkg 332 36 200 X8 221  +Muchbetter than theDBS it succeeds, especiallyin J0I5MY form - s no Ferrari FI2 e ek o
Aston Martin Vanguish 5 (Mic?) N0 £199550 125935 5957000 4655500 Wik  ME 35 - 201 302 A6+ Noisepoise tramaand charm - Mot as rounded as the DETI e e
Agton Martin Vanguich 5 (MkT) Mok 0S-O7  LSEES SMMT000  £X55000 WTSkg X 49 10T A0 - -+ Vanguishiing supercargreats - A tadintimidating at the Emit e e
Al Martin One-77 00 -2 12732 06000 S5O0 MMdkg 438 37 - 200+ - - + Theeging, i looks, e drama - Gedrbox hles manoeuring ook 77 wing made e e ok v
Ausdi BB 228D ENOS0  WWEMM  53LTROO  308UB500 BaSkg 340 315 - W M2 ME o+ Althe REyou really need - Some may hanker after a manual gearbox e e 3
Ausdi RAVI0 Pus 2MB  EIL5X0 0504 BO2ERS0  SIMBS00 2 BBSSkg 393 32 - 205 3BT 230 -+ Timeless drivetrain, huge performance - Meeds tobe driven hard to really engage e 3 A
Al RB VIO wWo -5 5206 SIERB000 WLESM0 MA0ke 325 39 B4 M 36 MO+ Realsupercar fee- The VBB cheape and sl supert b g 8 & &
Al R8I0 Pl R 1315 S04 54278000 MEGS0 BAME N 3§ - M8 BME R0 < A0 R b b o e S8 1A - Fiem gl iy e B e far same e e
Aud RBGT IeaF o2 R4 SS2BO00 MBS0 MBXwg M9 38 e - = + Bverytining welove abowd the RS - Mot as hardoore a5 we wanted e ek
Aud RELMY i L WS04 SAMEDD0  MEMS00 MoSg 3% 34 Mg Mg A9« Moo ofeverything that makes the R8 greal - S-fronic transmission not perfect i e e
Bugarti Veyron 164 3R 05T GTHI O0E000 SICX0  MS0kg SN A8 K8 X3 5% N4 Superblyengineersd SWD guac-furbo rocke! - £ lacks luggage space? ey e e
Bugatti Veyron Super Sport I51R W0k M3 RATESO00 MOGO00 BMkg 6% 25 - 268 53 22+ Theworkds fastes! supercar - Linited o 258mph for us mere morlals 3 &k
Bugatti EBIG waR W95 123500 S52B000 4503TR0 BéSkg 38 34 - N2 - - + Superhly engineeved 4 WD quad-furbo racke! - § just fized oot e e e e ol
Chevrolet Corvette 201 GiR 08T ABA  AAES00 AOIAR00 Iy 4N 38 RE A5 355 B8+ Hugepace andcharacter- Take plenty of brave plls if there's rain kAt
Forrani 463 GTE 28R EMAOLL BM3002 BEVES00  SELI000  MiSkg 485 30 - 205+« M0 W8+ Stagleringly capable- Lacksa itk of the £58's heart and excitement ik
Ferrar 488 Spider 260  E204400 AI002  GEVGSO0  SEVIDDD  BXSkg 440 30 - 203+ 260 248 + Althe ususl 85 thils, but with the wind inyour hair - See left e e e e e
Ferrari 458 ak 2R 09-T5 B0 SAMIO00 EB000 KaSkg 3 32 &8 NP 30 X6+ Anastounding achievernenl - Paddieshill ank e A
Farrari 458 Speciale AR M- BA4407  SOTU000 MAGOO0 IMSg 435 30 - Mo 275 239« evolCarof the Year 2004 - fyou don't own aregular 458, nothing s v e A e
L I6FR M-10  BAIE  SEVEND MIGIND Kemkg 0 40 - w - B6 o+ Rl beiland - Dot you read the plhes point 7 LA g &
R 430 Seudkiriy 2R o0 BAI08  S0E00 MESHS0 DISkg B 2SS OIT o - B+ Sucerssiul FThechookgy transoland - Likes (o shout about it e e v o
Foirar 360 Modena 3R B9 ATSRS LS00 ARATRY DWkg 288 45 00 By - RO+ Worthy successor to 355- Not quite s imvoling as it should be 4 kA
Farman 360 Challenge Stracale 0B8R  U3-T8  ASEE 4500 ASATS0  DBokg 53 40 BE - -+ Totalyedhiratiogroad-racer 15 foud- 15 very, verylood e
Ferran F12 Berinet ta WOR B3 12262 TAOVERSD  SOOVB00DD  MaDkz 455 3] N 350 WA+ TI0bhp Entioomuch power for the road - Super-quick steering IS an acquired taste e de e
Ferran FI2tdf 23R E39000 WM THMS00 520250 Badkg S 29 - M 0 W3+ Aamingly fast - Doesi't fow e a 458 Speciale o ke
Ferrar 599 GTB Florano IR 0612 125000 SRREO0 44000 B8Ry M8 35 T4 AE 415 B8+ evoCarofthe Vear 2006 - Banks ave geliing harder larab e e 3k
Farrar S99 GT0 IR - 125999 SGLEIRD  45TBS00  MOSkg 48 34 - 208 - = + One of the fruly greal Forravis - Erm, the air conisn't very good e e A
Farrar STaM Fiorang Hangling Pack 0R 006 I2GNE S0RTS0  L300X50 FiNg X8 42 %6 AP - 23+ Figrang pack makes 573 [ruly greal - It showid have been stangarg o e
Ferrard 550 Maranelo 169R W02 AN 4BST000 4IRS000 Midg M 43 MO0 K9 - 23+ Beerything - Mathing e ek
Ferran GTC4 Lusso 2250 E23043 WG GHBVBOOOD SW/STSD KXOkg B0 34 - 208 350 M8+ Rear-wheelsteering increases agility - Not as engaging as ather Ferrans e A
Ferran FF B4R - 26267 ASVBO0D 5045000 [BAOkg M7 37 X8 360 B4« Fourseatsand WD buf aproper Fevran - Looks divice opinion o e A
T LaFerr MiR 130 126262 509000 S64GD0 LSSk B9 10 - Jre 33 - + Porhaps the Sttt Fevran eviy - Braves ek 3 Eouch of progision on frick e e o v
v Enco 20IR 004 12590 ASVTERO00  4BRAH0 DaSkg 485 1§ A7 AN M5 - + Wfawicating, xpfoitalae - Cabin delailing (s shart ofa Fondnor F1 5 o e e
Ferran F50 1B6R BE-9T IA4E99  SIRESO0  MEGS00 IMdkg 4 39 - a2 - - + A bt ter diivers ' Feman thanthe 288, F40 or Enzo - Not betterlooking. though v e A
Ferran Fad 228 BREZ BANIG  4TITOO0 4MAM000 TOOkg 43T 4 am - - + Brutally fast - 15 the dictionary undler ‘Turbo lag” o e
Fard GT M0R  4-D6  A5409  S508500 SDOITS0  DGB3kg 353 3T a5 - - + o 2005 Cav of the Ypar - Don't sealo poursolf gotting in e e e Ao
Hennessey VenomGT 1B0R  E000000 7000 IMAGS00 MSSA000 Mekg W 25 - m - . + 0-B00mphin b Ssec, andit handles too - Looks ke an Exige e ok &
Honda N5 ZI3R EM30S0 A0 573 GIR2000 MMMekg 328 30 &8 W XM 82 -+ Bistevingly quickand brilllantly engineered - Limited range on a full tank e e e %
Jaguar X120 PR WU AG4OF  ST00  STRAS00 KAkg IS 3T - J3 - - + Birigai's greatest supercar - _unti Mel aren budt the £1 e e e 7
Enenigsegg AgeraR 180R  cELDOWMm  BS032 TR0 BEWITO)  MIDkg TR IB il - - + A5 fast and exciting as your body can handle - It's Veyron money i S &
Koenigsegg Onel 202R  cfl0m  BS065  BLLTS00  WONAGO00 D60k W02 29 3 - . + The most powerful car we've ever tested - 1t sold out; we couldn™t affard one arpean.. e e e &
Lamborghin Huracin RWD 2R EIS5400  WVSR04  STAB000  FOTASDD  DOA%kg 4 34 193 I8 237+ Move seduct ive than the SWD Huracdn - Feels lke there's made to come LB s &
Lamborghini Huracan 2090 EI86T60 WS4 BOMERSD  AIRMS00  Badg 300 32 202 0 1A+ Defiesthenumbers; incredible point-to-point pace - Takes work to find its sweet-spot e e o o
Lamboghind Gallvele LPSS(0-4 B0 0813 NVEX0S SSAE000 OGES00  Miwg 08 37 N2 3B M0+ Stilemissie from A fo 8- Starting to showits age e e e e
Lamborghind Gallirde MR D608 NAREN SILE000 3MAA0 DXk KT 43 R4 M6 - - + O d Full-bove Stavi il spins o fowr wieals. Cool - Sy clurky ¢-gear o e el
Lamborghind Aventadar LR E260040 1206408 6008250 5005500 BiGkg 445 219 AT 3@ WT + Mostimportant newLambo since the Countach - Can feel alittle dumsy e 3 A
© Lamborghini Aventador S 23IR EaTLe6 126408 TIMBA00 50005500 BMkg 41 29 AT 34 BT+ Amoreagle, more connected Aventada - Enm. expensive? w o i
Larnborghini Aventadar 5V 2GR EINTE 16408 TEOUELDD  SOOVSS00 BISkg 493 1B AT+ IM WT o+ Mo éxciting thanthe standand Avendadar -I5R gearbaxinconsistent e e e W o
Lamborghind Murckélzgo PG40 0938 DS 128408 ANVBO0D  £BTB000 MMSkg 5 18 - m - 213+ Compeling olf-school supercar - You'dbetfer be on your foes ok k ok
Lamborghind Murciélago LPGT0-4 51 2008 09T 128496 SOLBOO0  £BNGS00 SESg 4 32 T3 A - - + A supencar inits truest, wildest sense - Be prepared for stares ke 3
Lambovghind Murciélago ogeD W06 2682 SO0 4MN400  BNkg 351 40 - 205 - = + Gongoous, capabie andingrecibly frandly - VI2 feals stressed e e e
L LRAYLRA Niirborgring JOR W-W O8R5 20EETOD  BBAGE00 MBWg W A7 e - + Absord and cormpeiling Supencar - Badie and peice aon T guite maich o e A
MaseratiMCIL2 MR M-0F S8 ANVTEDO  4BLSSR0  M4Skg 437 38 X5 - = + Rarer Lhav an Eneo - The Ferrari’s belter e e o W 7T
McLaren 540C 28R ERE000 BS99 SIVTS00 SO0 DBkg 413 35 99 258 255+ Averygood junior supercar - The STOSIs stil better todrive e &
Mclaren 5705 2HR EM3IFS0 8199 S6ATH00 4435000 MaOkg T 30 24 28 266+ Atruly funand engaging sports.car - Mclarendoesn callit a supercar(!) #r e
Mclaren 5TOGT 28R EBA000 BAATI9  SELTS0D A4XS000 MOSkg M2 14 204 M9 2606+ Blurs theline between grand touner and supercar brillantly - 5T05 is more irvolving. e ek e
Mclaren 6505 136 R EWSE50 3199 64VTIS0 S0DMGE000 MWIEkg 456 30 200 3T 242+ Betterbrakes balanceand looks than I mane power 1og - Costs anextra £k o ke
McLaren 67T 2R E250500 A1790 EeGTIDD  5K500 DSk S0 29 205 IS 242+ Runner-upat eCoty 2015 asks guestions of the Pl - Aventador price tag ke
Mclaren 675LT Spicler D £285450 B/I99  BAGNIOD  SMVSS00  B58kg 495 29 203 315 2+ Spectacularyfast;imobving, too - Might mess upyour hair dedr ek
Metarpn C - L L BT AITH00 442000 MIdkg  43F 31 - XTI MD + Staggeing performande, eelingrnen! - Enging noBe can be grating o e e ol
Melaren Pl 2R 1305 BTG SOITEO0  SGA000 Modkg 6B 28 - AT M M0 - Freakish breadth of abiity - Af its ming-hending best on track o e e A
MclarenFI 228R -8 606s A2RTH00 4000 My S50 32 63 Xl - Rg o+ Stilf the most single-minded supercar ever - ThereTnever e anather & e Ak
Mercogos-Bonr SLS AW 150R - BAI08  SALBSO0 4METS0  MGA0kg 35 &7 B4 O NF 308 214 o Greadendine andchassis (gulving dooes foall - Siahdly tavdy feanhr e e o
Merceges-Bong SLS AMG Black Senies JMR 130 BANE  AIEOD S50 Di0kg 408 16 - 6 3N M6+ Stunningenging, sugel body contrl - Be cangfulon less- than-smoothiroads... W e o A
Merceges-Bene SLR Molaren 2R 0307 ASI AMES0  STRASD  edy 0 a7 - A8 - 0 + Tonda-pace, 575-shyle drivabaility - Dreadful brake feel e e &
Moble MEOO 18R cENO000 AM430  6S0/5A00 GO4M3BO0 MBkg S8 38 T 25 - - + Spiritual successor tothe Ferrari F40 - It's a bit pricey i v e e e
Pagani Hudyra TSR cEm 5980 TAMSE00 TIVASD Bakg %2 33 - - + D joint 2012 Car of the Year - Engine st & nape-pricking as the Zonda's o e A
Pagani Zonda TE0RS MR ELSm T TS0VE300  5TSASD0  [HDkg 630 13 2T+ +Dne of the most extreme Zondas ever - One of thelast Tondas ever (probalbiy) e e e W
Pagand Fonda 573 MR D05 12T SSSEA00  SEIS0S0  SOkg 45 36 - - + ewo Car of the Year 2000 (in eaviter 70 form) - Vakees have gone upd ik bt since then e e s i
Papani ZondaF BER 0506 1T GORES0  STSA000 [NDkg 47 36 A - -+ EverythinganMalansupercarought fo be - Looksa bt blingynext toa Carera GT ~ dedrdese e
Pagani Fanda Cingue fipadser EFD 0910 AW AGAMNO0  STRA000  MOOkg 485 34 - i - - + The best Fonda ever- Doesn't come ypin the classifieds often e e e e
Poesche 911 Turbo 5 (99.2) 23R EMATTY AB00 STMBTH0  S5LIXS0 MGODkg 363 24 60 0 X5 22 N0+ Enormcusperformance - Mol as thriling as some rivals o e ki
Porsche @11 Turbo 5 (9411 2R 1395 LAB00  SSMERD0  B5IZA00  MOSkg M9 31 - BF 2 2« Superbeveryday supercar - Al lmes disguises the thells it canofffer e 3 A
Porsche 311 Turbe (9972 2ER 9T GGE00 4OIG000 4TG50 SMkg M A2 7R3 M3 2 244+ The Turboat thevery fopofits game - Favours outright grip over agfus tabiity o
Porsehe MNGT2 RS (097.2) MR W1 63600 ARAGSD0 SIS0 DTk 45% 15 - X5 BE - + Mare powarfiy than 2 Carmaes 6T, Hanates, g - Em. e e e A
Parsche F11 Turbo (99711 OMR  06-D9 AIS00 TRB000 S5TTRR0 ISESky MY 40 & M3 - 221+ Mansier cornering abilty - A it woollyon s standad settings e e e e e
Porsche &7 Turbo (G665 mre 00-08 G000 £MAG000 4IDAT00  Mdikg M3 O 41 0 MO 300 M8+ evoCarof theyear 2000 the i for al seasons - Wecan't find any reasons e ek
Porsche 81 GT2 (966.2) OF2R -6 4300 4IRS0 472500 MXkg 338 40 83 BE 308 M8+ Revisions made it evenimore of a star than the 456hhp 9061672 - Care stilfrequired e de o
Porsche A1 Turbg (993 0868 998 G300 405D MEA0 B0k 2 45 B0 3% B0+ Stupencous al-weather upercar- It Goesn ] rain enough W e v A
Parsche 8INGT2 (9030 (R 9590 43600 4METS0 J084500  IMSkp 33 44 B3 368 B3+ Halarsed homolosalion special kest 2 had <4 4bhp- Only 163 were rmade e e e W
Porsche G18 Spyder 2R S BASNT  ASBR00  MLBE00 Mlkg  5h 26 2 M 856 -+ Bisteringperformance; cohesive hybrid tech - Added weight and complexity e ok
Porsche Carrera GT MOOR D606 NVETII A0MBIO0 GISOTS0 IMAMRg 485 38 76 NS 4N BF o Feltaheadofits time- Needs modem fres fo tame s spiiness Ak
Bul CTR Yelowhig® 0aTR BREY AT 4OAT050 DRS00 MAMg M5 4 an - - + A brue lepend - We can't all drive ke Stafan Roser e e e e e
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TRABK TIMES

= ey Uhis month, Red denates the car is the fastest in its class on that track

ANGLESEY COASTAL CIRCUIT
B LOCATION Anglesey, LIK

B GPS 53188372, -4 496385

K LENGTH 1.55 miles

Car Lap time
Porsche GIE Savder 24
McLaren Pl 126
1128
- 128
Porschi T ETEP' (95111} 136
Porsche ST Turba S (991) 136
Firran 458 Speciale 12
MecLaren 510G 1185

Porsche G Turbo (9911)

Aston Martin Vartage GT2 1160
Missan GT-R {208aMY) Lag
Mernceces-AMG GT 5 kT
Porsche G Carrera (9911) HTE
Porsche Cayman (981) Hag
Aston Martin N30 1191
Lot -.|5. a;:.e S W5 1191

2

194
Honda Chic Type R (FK2) a5
-een.:u snc""ﬁg.melrm'r,g-: (N1
J'l_uTTS[Ukil 1198
Al REVE (W) 1201
BAAY M35 L204%
Missan IM0Z Nismo 1205
W Golif B [MKT) 1216

BEDFORD AUTODROME WEST CIRCUIT
LOCATION Bedfordshire, UK
B GPS 52235133, -0L47432)

D LENGTH 1.8 rniles (track reconfigured May 2015 earlier times not comparabile)
1 I | (Fastest hot
; K236

Merceckes-A0NG CHE S Sakoon 124.0
WY Gl G T Chubspot 5 1:2% ]
SEAT Leon Cugra 290 (on oplional Michalin Plol & 2Lz
Fond Foous B (WG, on oplion k246
Homda Civic T L2346
VW Goll B (MK 1260
Auxdi BS3 Spomback [ 20EMY) r26.6
Fond Fiesta ST Mouniuns 2as
L yreds LT £ a1 Pl AT Tl 0y i

BELYTON PARK OQUTER CIRCUIT

B LOCATION Lincolnshire, LIK

0 GPS 53460093, -0.686665

S LENGTH 1.6 miles
I | (i | A
BAL MaonD 1004
Poesche O1GT3 (991 g
Caterham Seven 6208 1021
Missan GT-R Nemd 1023
Mescedes SLS AMG Black Series EQ2S
Pagani Huxra k025
McLanen 1 wer
Radical AxXC 10259
Arie Atom 3.5 310 1034
Audi RE V10 Pius (MK1) 105
Porsche Cayman GT4 1036
Lodus Exige S (V6] K1
Porsche 91l Camera [K1=1
Chesrplet Camang 27 105
Porsche T T3 (597) 1052
Porsche Boxster 5 (981) 1055
Porsche Cayman G 1055
Porsche Caymuan S (381) 1055
Calerham Seven 208 (51T
Japusar F-type S Comvertible L0aS
Wil 05 LGS
Zencs EWD S 1066
“l"rwbbl'k"-'uﬁ‘ﬁ-"-"ﬁﬁu'ft 1 =] 1069

]

ATL W(.LE":I.'I(-\. 0 Suibi

A

Porsche Cayman (281)

BN M35

Mini John Cooper Works GP (RS6)

Renaispoet Migan= RAA R

Ford Focus RES

WY Goll GT1 Performance Pack (MKT)
Tewsta GTES

£
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tuning specialists

Plug-in Diesel Upgrades
407 rnarePU'v"JEFI

Diesel Tuning for Cars, Commerciz Tractors & Boats
Fit yourself in minutes - instantly improve drivability!

L K L 1] IEO
Fa ¥ to -m_ C Eﬂﬂ‘l
R E T —

Y A

The CHIF Exprass ™ L g syslem is withoul doubl the most advanced

pluq-m dleu'l upgrade o i wnrls in harmormy with ine, rt'lmnm-g all

|_|:-r'1|,1||1tr it can be sell fittec lr::_ adjusted for more pc-rlnrmlnl:rrr and
oasily removed, it will fres your vehicle from its manulacturers Emits,

Visit our website, see your vehicle's
true potential, order online.
email@chipexpress.com 01727 730 956

RIMSAVERS

ALLOY WHEEL RIM PROTECTORS

=
PERFORMAMNCE, STYLE & PROTECTION

/—;:? MADE IN

¥ BRITAIN

WWW.RIMSAVERS.com




www.watches.co.uk
% .The Swiss Watch Specialists §

. 1

We specialise in the acquisition and sale of
~ high quality Swiss watches both modern
. and vintage, un-worn and pre-owned.
FREE INSURED POSTAL PACK

CONPA
/appointmentonly:

4
in

Specialist Car
Insurance

Adrian Flux know how much you love
your car, that's why we are dedicated
to finding you a policy, tailor-made to
your own personal requirements and
driving history. Call us today for a free,
no abligafion quote!

r~

ADRIAN
FLUX

0800 085 5000 Benefits available can include:

B FREE Legal Cover M Limited Mileage Discounts
adria nﬂu X.CO.U k B Breakdown Cover M Modifications Cover
- bt L] H EU Cover B Club Member Discounts

Authorised and reguicled by fhe Financlal Candust Authorly B Imports Cover B Track Day Cover
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FINAL FRAME

= 7 Sk

HURACAN PERFORMANTE AT THE RING

The new Lambaorghini Huracan Performante captured onits way to a Nirburgring Nordschleife production-car lap
record of 6:52.001in October 2016 - a feat kept secret until the model’s launch at the recent Geneva motor show,




{ilr Il"'uf"-,r "‘:-""-.:_ S i

Fowered by a hand-wound version of

our Calibre SH21 maverment, the C8
introduces a power reserve complication
far the first time -when fully wound,

the decorated twin barrels provide an
incredible five days of power. Meanwhile,
the black DLC case and altimeter-inspired
date calendar match that practicality
with stunningly innovative design.

+: B Swiss movement
m English heart

Christopher

Discover the new breed of watchmaker...
christopherward.co.uk WG I‘d



THIS IS THE MOMENT ||
TO LIVE ANY MOMENT,

THE NEW SEAT LEON

AS READY ASYOU ARE.

Right now you could be at the opera. Or dancing swing. You could be on your way to an important dinner, or grabbing a bite with friends. Because in this moment, you can
do anything. The Mew SEAT Leon - fully equipped with technology like Full LED Headlights and a Wireless Phone Charger. A car that's been designed to let you enjoy the ride,
whatever you choose to do. A car that's as ready as you are, The award winning New SEAT Leon. Visit SEAT.co.uk/leon to book a test drive.

FOLLOW U5 OM: n [El ©} SEAT.CO.UK
Official fuel consumption for the SEAT Leon Range in mpg (litres per 100km); urban 31 (9.1) — 65.7 (4.3); extra-
urban 46.3 (6.1) — 74.3 (3.8); combined 39.2 (7.2) — 70.6 (4). CO; emissions 164 — 102 g/km. Standard EU Test
figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results.

SEAT Leon 1.0 TS| Ecomotive 115 SE Technology winner of What Car? Best Family Car £18-20k. Car shown is a New SEAT Leon S5DR 1.4 TS1 125 PS FR Technology with optional metallic
paint, Winter Pack, electric sunroof & LED interior illumination pack, Park Assistance Pack and optional 18" *Performance’ machined alloy wheels.

Retail sales anly. Visit seat.co.uk for more information.
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