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ALL-NEW 7-SEAT
PEUGEOT 5008 SUV
ENTER A NEW DIMENSION

7 INDIVIDUAL ADAPTABLE SEATS
NEW PEUGEOT i-COCKPIT®
ADVANCED DRIVER ASSISTANCE SYSTEMS

PEUGEOT

P E UG E O Trconsenos ToTaL Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (L/100km) and COz2 emissions (g/km) for the all-new 5008 SUV Range are; Urban
36.2 - 62.8 (7.8- 4.5), Extra Urban 53.3 - 72.4 (5.3 - 3.9), Combined 46.3- 68.9 (6.1- 4.1) and CO2 140 - 106 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved
under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions.

Modal featured |5 anall-new PEUGEDT 5008 SUV Allure with Emerald matollic point, o Black Diamond Roof and Advanced Grip Control®. Visit Paugeot.co.uk for more information. Information corract at time of geing to print
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CAR OF
THE YEAR

We've approached eCoty
differently this year, in order to
celebrate and reward the very
best cars across the full evo grid.
So, ten cars, ten categories, half
a dozen locations, no Porsche
911 and one evo Car of the Year
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HONDA NSX IN TOKYO
We're fans of Honda’s current
NSX, but how well is it recetved
in the city where the original is
still held in such highregard?

(00

NEW BMW M5

Now featuring four-wheel drive
and with the power ramped up
to 592bhp, does the new M5
recapture the old M magic?

ALPINE AII0

evo first drove Alpine’s mid-
engined, rear-drive A110 coupe
12 months ago and... it was a
stinker. Then they asked us back
six months later o find our if they
had rectified its faults. And they
had. To a point. But now there
are no more prototypes, no more
opportunities to get it right, so is
it third eime lucky for the sports
car we've been waiting so long

for? Steve Surcliffe decides
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CAR OF THE YEAR

@ Ed speak

WELCOME TO OUR CAR OF THE YEAR EDITION.
You'll notice it’s a different kind of eCoty to those we
have conducted in the past, and there are a couple of
reasons for this. First and foremost, we've taken on board your feedback
asking for eCoty to be more inclusive and to recognise a wider spread of
performance cars.

Therefore, while previously we have gathered only the best cars
launched in that calendar year, this time we've opted to select the very
best from every sector represented in The Knowledge, and for the first time
we've also included cars that have been on sale for longer than 12 months.
It's always struck us as peculiar that we would select a car for e Coty
because it was new rather than it being the best in its class.

The result of these changes is that we can now name the best
performance cars on sale today in each category, from supermini to
supersaloon, hot hatch to hypercar and sports car to supercar and, of
course, we also reveal evo’s averall Car of the Year.

eCoty also brings to a close another fascinating year in the evo calendar.
We've seen old hands such as Porsche and Ferrari continue to deliver
the thrills at the higher echelons of the performance car charts, and
McLaren continue its chasing game to establish itself as a thoroughbred
contender — something I personally feel it has achieved. And, of course,
there’s Lamborghini, which despite succumbing to the call of the SUV still
produced cars as scintillating as the Huracdn Performante.

Away from the supercars, Honda delivered a belter with the new Civic
Type R and Hyundai rocked the establishment with its sensational i30 N.
Lotus’s unstinting efforts resulted in some of the finest sports cars to come
out of Hethel for a generation, while BMW M rediscovered its mojo with
the revised M4. And, last but not least, Alpine has delivered on some huge
promises with the A110. Allin all, a good year.

And 2018 looks set to deliver more of the same. We'll drive the new
Aston Martin Vantage, the 911 Carrera T, McLaren’s opinion-splitting
Senna and Jaguar’s wild Project 8. Will Toyota’s new performance sub-
brand deliver? Our drive of the Yaris GRMN next month will provide the
answer. With plenty more first drives, road and track tests, and epic drive
stories lined up for 2018, we'll continue to put you behind the wheel of the
most thrilling cars we can get our hands on.

On behalf of all of us at evo, thank you for your continued support,
all good wishes for the festive season and here’s to another great year of
enjoying the thrill of driving.

Stuart Gallagher, Editor  @stuartg917
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Transform
your garage

into a beautifully organised space

Dura’s award-winnning
range of modular cabinets
and wall storage ideas
provide a flexible solution
to transform an ordinary
garage into a tailored
room to be proud of!

* MODULAR CABINETS
* WALL STORAGE

* FLOOR TILES

* DESIGN & INSTALL

Create the garage
you've always wanted!

Conceal a dusty concrete floor
with easy-to-lay PVC tiles!

| = 1 W] o PN
Fitted Garages

For a FREE brochure

call 0845 371 0045

or visit our website
www.duragarages.com

Call now
for a FREE
Design Survey
and see how
your garage
could look!

Alternatively, return this slip in an

envelope (no stamp required) to:
Freepost RSLX-YXCA-GUTJ

Dura Ltd, St James Road, Brackley, NN13 7XY
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TAKE YOUR PORSCHE
TO THE NEXT LEVEL

Enter a new dimension with the Akrapovi¢ Slip-On Line (Titanium) with Rear
Carbon fiber diffuser for the Porsche 911 Turbo / Turbe S (991.2). Tep-notch
design, noticeable performance upgrade, and a truly captivating sound reflect
the Akrapovic's uncompromising quality and provide a superb driving experience.
Such a small change, yet such a huge difference - that's the power of Akrapovic
exquisite craftsmanship.

Porsche 911 Turbo / Turbo $ (991.2)

Slip-On line (Titanium) with Rear Carbon fiber diffuser
More power

Less weight

PERDN (1845 68 09 342, infoc@peron-automative.co.uk

wnoinmmnine ranracrion WIW.DRON-automotive.co.uk

N AKRAPOVIC

UST SYSTEM TECHNOLOGY

-




peugeot.co.uk/winterdrive

PEUGEOT WINTER

DRIVE

PARK THE PAYMENTS.
DRIVE NOW.

PICK UP A BRAND NEW PEUGEOT AND
START PAYING IN 3 MONTHS.

3 YEARS’ INSURANCE* AND 3 YEARS’ SERVICING WITH JUST ADD FUEL®
PURCHASE NOW - PAY NOTHING FOR 3 MONTHS"

REPRESENTATIVE 4.9% APR
CHOICE fBUILTIN

P E UG EO Tarconmenos ToTaL Official Fuel Consumption in mpg (I/100km) and CO2 emissions (g/km) for the 108 Range are: Urban 52.3 - 56.5
(5.4 - 5.0), Extra Urban 74.3 - 78.5(3.8 - 3.6), Combined 65.7 - 68.9 (4.3 - 4.1) and CO2 99 - 95 (g/km); for the 208 Range are: Urban 39.8 - 78.5
(7.1 - 3.6), Extra Urban 61.4 - 104.6 (4.6 - 2.7), Combined 50.4 - 94.2 (5.6 - 3.0) and CO2 129 - 79 (g/km); for the 2008 SUV Range are: Urban
47.1 - 65.7 (6.0 - 4.3), Extra Urban 65.7 — 85.6 (4.3 - 3.3), Combined 57.6 - 76.3 (4.9 — 3.7) and CO2 114 - 96 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved
under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions.
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McLAREN SENNA «» DALLARA STRADALE « LAMBORGHINI URUS « DAKAR

briefing

STILL
WANT

THAT
VALKYRIE?

Spirit of F1 legend evoked
for brutal, 789bhp, road-
legal trackday special, the
most extreme McLaren yet

by STUART GALLAGHER

EKNEW IT AS PROJECT

15. We knew it would

be the next model to sit

under McLaren’s ‘Ultimate
Series’ banner, and we knew it had the
potential to be the ultimate road-legal,
track-focused hypercar. Well, now it has
broken cover. What you're looking at is
the lightest, quickest and most outlandish
1oad-going machine McLaren has ever
created, and it’s called Senna.

This is not a P1 successor. It’s not the
forthcoming ‘BP23’, with its F1-echoing
central driving position. The Senna is
MeLaren’s special. It is also the most
extreme machine yet to emerge from
Woking. With a shape dictated primarily
by function, it looks more like an LMP
endurance racer than it does a road car.
But it will wear number plates (the front

www.evo.couk 013
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McLAREN SENNA

plate is mounted beneath the nose via a
removable bracket for when you go on
track), itwill live in your garage — and it
will more than likely redefine whatis a
seriously fast road car.

Built around MonoCage III, a furcher
evolution of the structure that underpins
the 7208, this third-generation chassis
is the strongest McLaren has produced,
and features a solid carbonfibre bulkhead
that saves 18kg (it can also have a
glass panel installed so you can see the
789bhp twin-turbocharged V8 over
your shoulders). Every body panel is
carbonfibre and as light as possible. Each
front wing, for example, weighs just 600
grams compared with the 2kg items fitted
to a 7208, contributing to an overall dry
weight of 1198kg, which is 85kg less than
the already super-light 720S.

Aerodynamics have dictated much
of how the Senna looks. While the
McLaren teardrop shape is still present
when viewed from above, the sleek and

014 www.evo.co.uk

uncluttered design language we have
come to know has been cut, slashed and
reshaped in the name of aero efficiency,
and the result is a functional brutality.

The front splitter features active devices
to direct air through, over and under the
car as required. The intakes ahead of the
rear wheels feed both the engine and
the active rear wing with their required
cooling and aero. The Gurney flaps
posidoned on top of the rear wings and
ahead of a series of stepped louvres direct
air away from the rear deck and along the
side of the body.

When the chassis is in Race mode, that
body lowers itself to cover the tops of
the rear wheels. The single-piece double
diffuser at the rear is a first for a road-
legal car, while the double-element rear
wing is plain outrageous. It sits 1.2 metres
from the road when the car is stationary,
and when driving it continually adjusts
to optimise downforce and aero balance,
and also functions as an air brake.

The suspension features the latest
evolution of the variable stiffness and
ride-height technology first seen on the
P1. The engineers have further developed
the RaceActive Chassis Control II system
(RCC 1I0), primarily to work with the
increase in aerodynamic loads that will be
forced through the chassis. For the Senna,
the system now features a Race mode
inaddition to the Comfort, Sport and
Track options we've become accustomed
to0. In Race, the hydraulically connected
dampers switch to their stiffest setting
and the ride height drops by 50mm.

Power comes from an enhanced
version of the current M480TR twin-
turbo 4-litre V8, as firted to the 710bhp
7208. According to the company, every
component within was examined to see if
it could be made lighter or more efficient.
The result is the most powerful internal
combustion road car engine McLaren
has built, with peak figures of 789bhp
(800 PS) and 5901b ft, driving through a

by STUART GALLAGHER

66 The sleek design language has been cut, slashed
and reshaped in the name of aero efficiency 9

Above, from left: gear selector panel
moves with seat; Interlor has been kept
as simpleas possible to minimise weight
- hencelots of exposed carbonfibre;
bucket seats can be specified with
leather or Alcantaratrim

www.evo.co.uk 015
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Right: louvres atop the rear wings

acting the wing’s operation. Far rigl
¢lass panels in the doors are an option

recalibrated version of the familiar seven-
ed dual-cluech
entre-lock
(which are equipped with
li P Zero Trofeo Rs)

/en months to manuf;
instead of one
‘Function:
interior. C
the mater

ng people in Brazil, and
tributon to the institute
a sold. Also, the
. The ease i f d-out run of 500
is moved to a panel above your head,
h the starter button and Race pro
mode selector. e the gear selector, Further tec
launch control and hazard warning light i
switch are fixed to the driver’s seat and
move fore and aft with it.

McLAREN SENNA

L

VIEW OUR UPCOMING AUCTIONS ONLINE

’ "

by STUART GALLAGHER

ARIZONA 16-19 JAN
PARIS / FEB

AMELIA ISLAND 10 MARCH

— .1
SPECIFICATION

Engine V8,3 twin-turb
Transmission
Power
Torque
Weight (dry)
Power-to-
weight (dry)
0-62mph
Top speed
Basic price
On sale

44 FORTLAUDERDALE 67 APRIL
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) HERSHEY T1-12 OCT
LONDON LATE OCTOBER

Sotheby’s
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LAMBORGHINI URUS

Resistance
is futile

Lamborghini has launched its
super-SUV and - while we should
be appalled - all the signs are
it's going to be some machine

018 www.evo.co.uk

OUWANT TO BE OUTRAGED BY

i the new Lamborghini Urus, don’t

you? [ know I do. But 'm not sure
whatwe can justifiably get riled up about.
For a start, this isn't even Lamborghini’s
first SUV, that accolade going to the
Countach-engined LM0OO2 of 1986.

It can't be the slightdy difficult-to-
pronounce name, either, because
compared with Gallardo and Murciélago
it's easy to ger an Anglo Saxon tongue
around Urus (it's ‘co-rus’ rather than
‘you-rus’, by the way).

What about the fact that it uses
hardware found elsewhere in the
Volkswagen group? Underneath, the
Urus is very similar to the new Porsche
Cayenne Turbo: it has the same three-
chamber air suspension that allows
varying spring rates and a 90mm
difference in ride height, the same
electromechanical anti-roll bars, adaptive
dampers, rear-wheel steering and torque-
vectoring rear differential. It even has
the same 4-litre twin-turbo ‘hot-V' V8,
although in the Urus it puts our 641bhp
and 6271b ft of torque, which is 98bhp
and 591b ft more than the Porsche.

But then the Gallardo and Huracdn
have shared DNA with contemporary
Audi R8s. As Maurizio Reggiani,
Lamborghini’s chief technical officer,
says: ‘It’s clear that we've used some
components that can come from the
group — like we did in the past. What
makes the difference is the software; the
calibration is the result of development
thatwe did here in Sant'/Agata. Our car is
completely different from all the others.’

Of course, the way the Urus behaves
will change depending on which driving
mode it’s in. As with other Lamborghinis,
it has the ANIMA (Adaptive Network
Intelligent Management) system, with
Strada, Sport and Corsa modes. However,
the SUV gets three extra off-road-specific
setrings labelled Terra, Neve and Sabbia.
These rranslate to land, snow and sand.
A further Ego mode allows the driver to
mix and match their favourite chassis,
engine, steering and gearbox settings.

That gearbox, incidentally, is an eight-
speed torque-converter automatic — yes,
just like in the Cayenne — and is mated to
a centre differential that by default sends
60 per cent of drive to the rear axle and
40 to the front, but can send up w 70 per
cent to the front or 87 per cent to the rear
depending on conditions or the driver’s
desires. ‘If you want to drift, you can do
so really easily,’ Reggiani promises.

by WILL BEAUMONT

Ego mode
allows the driver to
mix and match their
favourite chassis,
engine, steering and
gearbox settings

Above and left: despite sharing
underpinnings with the Cayenne
Turbo and Bentley Bentayga, the
Urus could only be a Lamborghini

Although all-wheel drive is nothing
new for a Lamborghini, turbocharged
engines and automatic gearboxes are —
and already they’re proving contentious.
But Lamborghini CEO Stefano Domenicali
isn't too waorried: ‘Of course some people
will say “it’s not a Lamborghini”. But just
listen and you will understand. Just hear
the engine, the sound, and you will feel it
is a Lamborghini.’

Reggiani explains why it was necessary
to go with a turbocharged engine: ‘When
we made a product profile, we recognised
that talking about an SUV - a car that
must be able to go off-road - it was more
and more fundamental to have a high

level of torque at low rpm. Otherwise you
cannot climb, you cannot go on the sand.
For this reason, the only physical dynamic
machine that can release a high level of
torque at low rpm is the turbo engine.’

The biggest fear is that the Urus’s
forced-induction powertrain will open the
floodgates to turbocharged Lamborghini
supercars. But Reggiani quashes such a
suggestion: ‘When it’s possible, we will
stay with naturally aspirated. In a super-
sports car, this is part of the DNA.

Critics may be placated by the very
un-SUV and very Lamborghini-like
performance figures being claimed for the
Urus: 0-62mph in 3.6sec and a top speed

www.evo.co.uk 019



LAMBORGHINI URUS

of 189mph. That’s half a second quicker
to 62 than was quoted for the Gallardo
when it was launched in 2003, and just
3mph slower flat-out.

Its performance is made even more
incredible when you learn that the Urus
weighs just shy of 2200kg. But Reggiani
claims there’s good reason for its heft.

‘In terms of weight, we are in the range

of 2.1 to 2.2 tonnes. Burit’s also the fact
that we prefer to put in some more kilos
in order to have rear-wheel steer. In the
end, some technical solutions were able
to compensate for more of the weight that
we add in.’

At least the brakes, even if they are
gigantic (440mm-diameter front discs
with ten-piston calipers and 370mm
rear discs with six-piston calipers) don't
significantly add to the Urus’s weight,
being carbon-ceramic as standard.

Whatever the origins of its
underpinnings, there’s little doubt that
the Urus looks like a Lamborghini. Its
nose is pointed and jagged like every post-
Reventon Lamborghini’s and the lines
behind the rear arches kick up in a similar
manner to the those of the Huracan and
Aventador. There’s even a hintof the
LMO02 in the shape of the arches, while
the wheels that fill them range from 21 to
23 inches in diameter. Subtle it’s not, but
then it is a Lamborghini.

Inside, whereas the Audi infotainment
system in the Huracdn looks like it’s

020 www.evo.co.uk

by WILL BEAUMONT

Above: there have been four-seater Lamborghinis before, but none have the head- and legroom offered
by the Urus; deliveries are due to start in the spring, and prices are expected to begin at around £165.000

been added as a hasty afterthought,
in the Urus the Volkswagen group
switchgear, screens and stalks look
perfectly integrated. There are plenty of
details to make it unique, though. The
gear selector and driving mode switches
shaped like aircraft control levers in the
centre console are the most obvious. This
also houses the firm'’s trademark starter
button, hidden underneath a fighter-
plane-style flip-up red cover.

It’s even pretty spacious inside,
headroom for passengers in the rear being
far better than the car’s silhouette would

suggest. And in a way it’s this practicality
that's the most outrageous thing about
the Urus. Yes, turbos and automatics are
controversial for a Lamborghini, butin a
world where both have already infiltrated
many previously pure performance
marques, they're hardly anything to get
worked up about. However, the fact that
there isn't anything really shocking about
the Urus, that Lamborghini — a company
whose very modus operandi is to be
rebellious and provocative — has made an
SUV that is, well, vaguely acceptable; now
that's scandalous.

ADDING

TO LAMBORGHINIS SINCE 2002

Huracan Upgrades

« Remote-controlled derestricted exhaust releases the V10's engine note

« Complete carbon fibre accessory programme: side skirts, front splitter,
air intake surrounds, rear wing and rear diffuser assembly

- Lightweight colour-coded forged wheels

« KW sport suspension options

www.scuderiacarparts.com
+44 (0)1784 605 313

Aventador LP570-SV Upgrades

« Full range of exhaust upgrades, includingcompetition-spec Inconel
exhaust silencerswith high performance sport catalysts

« Aerodynamics & track upgrades, including: high-downforce extended
carbon rear wing and front splitter, carbon roof-mounted engine air

intakes, carbon extended side intake ducts

. Aerodynamics « Brakes « Engine Upgrades  Sparts Exhausts « Suspension « Wheels
L ——

BRABUS NOVITEC

Capristo = HAMANN
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8 High Street, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9EA, UK - sales@scuderiacarparts.com
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NEW METAL

by COLIN GOODWIN

YOUR EYES
_ DAY & NIGHT

g LR Y

F800 PRO

FRONT AND REAR FACING DASH CAM

Dallara Stradale revealed

Racing car maker unveils first road car: lightweight,

: : g 400bhp Ford-powered, and perfect for trackdays
Introducing the Multi Award-Winning F800 PRO,

the next generation of Dash Cams. E LAST MET GIAN PAOLO
The F800 PRO Dash Cam supports 1080p Full HD recording with
Super Night Vision 2.0 technology to enhance footage in low light
conditions. The F800 PRO can connect to the THINKWARE CLOUD
via a smartphone, vehicle hotspot or MiFi device. This gives the ability
to update software and the safety camera database directly, locate the
vehicle, get alerts when the vehicle enters or exits pre-set zones and

send alerts when an impact is detected of 3G or greater in magnitude.
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Safety Road Safety
Camera Alert Lapse Warning System
(LDWS, FCWS,uFCWS, FVDW)

epends on having
suspension that

Available at =i s. At the back of the car oW car to be dropped, at the press

lly mounted 2.3-litre of a button in the cockpit, by 8mm.
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INI NANKANG

MSA List 1B approved

Fast road / Track - designed for fast
road and track day use

Available in 13" to 20” sizes

Endurance compound for grip lap
after lap come rain or shine

NANKANG

TYRES

TYRES

AR-1

e MSA List 1B approved

® Race - designed for the racing
driver chasing lap times

* Available in 13" to 18" sizes

* Unique compound optimised
for fast track use

m Nankang Tyre UK " @NankangTyreUK

INTERVIEW

by HENRY CATCHPOLE

Xavier Foj:
the greatest
Dakar driver

you’ve never
heard of

We meet one of the most
successful off-road racers
of all time and veteran of no
fewer than 27 Dakar rallies

HAT DOES A MAN WHO IS
officially a legend look like?
You might expect some sort of

leviathan, a character striding straight out
of the pages of a DC Comic. But Xavier Foj
is a relatively diminuave 58-year-old. He’s
clearly physically fit (he doesn’t smoke
or drink) but, weighing around 63kg,
standing 170cm tall in his Sparco racing
boots and with grey hair cut short, he
looks more like an architect. Which he is.

Foj is one of just six inductees into
the Dakar Legends club. Names such
as Peterhansel, Roma and Despres are
relatively well-known to anyone with
even a passing interest in the most famous
of rally raids, but Foj is hardly recognised
ourside his native Spain. Yet he has
competed in 27 Dakar rallies, winning his
class twice, standing on the class podium
nine times and completing the rally for 13
consecutive years. He hopes 2018 will be
number 14

He first competed in the rally in 1991,
using a rruck from the family limestone
quarry near Barcelona. He continued in
the T4 category initially (three dmes as
a co-driver) bur has since settled largely
on the T2 category for series production
vehicles, using a Toyota Land Cruiser. We
recently caught up with him to discuss his
Dakar highs and lows.

‘What do you remember of that first
Paris-Dakar in 19917

The immensity of the desert. At that time
there was no GPS. And sometimes you
lose the tracks and are alone, nobody’s
there. You ask the co-driver, are you sure
we are going in the good direction? They
check the road book. Yes. When we arrive
at the horizon... the same immensity
again. Nobody's there. Eventually you
find the tracks and you arrive at the point,
but the immensity of the desert was the
most impressive thing. Because if you are
lost, you are lost. You feel so little.

Why do you say the stages are harder
in South America than Africa?
January is summer in South America

so there are some days where it is 45 or
50 degrees [Celsius] outside. Inside the
car, much more. Also the aldtude: 3000,
4000, 5000 metres. The engine doesn’t
work, a lot of people don’twork, soyou
have to take it easy. The stages are also
much faster because there are more

very good cars and very good tracks and
much more assistance, because it's easier
o do assistance. So, in the stages it's
worse, butin the bivouacs, in the liaisons
there is everything: gas stations, tarmac,
hospitals, spare parts. You live better.

What’s the biggest challenge with the
T2 category?

The biggest challenge is to drive fast and
not break anything. You can't change or
repair anything, from front differential,
rear differential, gearbox, transfer, turbo,
engine... This is a real production and
marathon race.

Do you have a particular type of terrain
that you enjoy?

Nowadays, you only enjoy the Dakar
when you finish! [ have skills on the
dunes, but I don't enjoy.

Why is it difficult starting further back
in the field?

When the trucks arrive [and overtake]
they rip the piste more than half a metre
deep. And they are wider than you, so
you have one wheel on top [and one ina
rut]. Alot of truck drivers are crazy. They
barge you off the piste. They overtake
hors-piste, too, because they have the
power, the big wheels, the suspension...
After that you can see nothing [because of
the dust] so you have to stop.

‘What was your worst Dakar moment?
The worst was when a biker died in my
lap. It was in 1997 and I was in a racing
Unimog. I had seen a bike and the biker
was not there. After 50 metres I saw some
colours in the bush. He was lying there
breathing harshly with open eyes. When
the doctors arrived they cut all his clothes
and I was helping, bur after 40 minutes
the doctors said, he is dead. Forty-two
years old. Married. Child. It was his
dream to take part in the rally.

You are a Dakar Legend, but do you
have any heroes?

Peterhansel. He is very clever. He wins
the stage he has to win. Also his skills as
a biker are incredible but he is not a biker
that becomes a driver, he’s a real driver.

The 2018 Dakar begins on 6 January.
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We have 20 years’ specialist experience in arranging affordable and competitive
funding solutions for our customers.

Whether you’re buying privately or from a dealer, or releasing equity from an
existing vehicle, our expert advisers will help you with a finance solution that is
ideally tailored to your requirements.

To find out more please call us now or visit our website.

__5UPERLAR 0333 0000 911

— FINANCE supercarfinance.co.uk

Supercar Finance is a trading division of Sterling Capital Finance (SE) Ltd.

Sterling Capital Finance (SE) Limited is Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority No. 673151.
Registered Office: The Old Oast, Coldharbour Lane, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7NS

Registered in England No. 3666971
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No more
speeding tickets.

FREE

INEXT DAY
DELIVERY

The new performance standard in speed trap detection.
Advanced GPS speed trap detection combined with outstanding
radar and laser performance designed specifically for the UK and
Europe. The Skyway range of speed trap detectors will provide
advanced warning of all speed traps plus 1000’ of locations where
mobile speed traps are often used. With no subscription charges or

download fees

Works straight out of the box.
Skyway comes preloaded with
our latest speed trap database, so
will work straight out of the box,
automatically looking for speed
traps as soon as you switch it on
Skyway is quick and easy to install
and can be transferred easily from
vehicle to vehicle.

360 degree licence protection.
Skyway speed trap deteciors use
the latest 360 degree technology.
Qur Long Range and Super Long
Range platforms provide advance
warning of K-Band, X-Band,
Ka-Band and Laser speed fraps
across the UK and Europe.

SKYWAY GTX50
LONG RANGE

SAVE £20

Guols Code when orderr

Preloaded with our latest
speed camera data base -
works out of the box

Alerts to fixed and mobile
speed traps, Average
Speed Cameras, Gatso,
Truvelo, HADECS3, DS2,
Speedcurb, Watchman,
Mobile, plus 1000's of
High Risk Zones

High sensitivity
technology

No download fees
“ Mo subscription charges
PC & Mac compatible

SKYWAY PRO GTX60

SUPER LONG RANGE

SAVE £40

Order online at www.aguriworld.co.uk
or telephone 0330 102 5578

aguri
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However, there are a couple of
points | would agree to disagree
with him on: ‘cramped' and the
driver belng ‘perched a little too
high”. Hmm...I'm & foot 2 and at
my ‘winterwelght’ (actually an all-
year-round couple of stone too
heavy) | fit Inthe S2K fine.

The driving position Is perfect
— Just sit Inone, close your eyes
and reach for where you think the
steering wheel should be and you
willinstantly find it. Then reach
forwhere you'd ideally want the
gearstick to be and It will fall
stralght Into your hand.

Could | suggest a follow-up
article with an 52000 that's had
some modifications to address
Richard's Issues with the chassls
and the lack of low-end toraue
- hothof which, incidentally, |
would agree to agree with.

Paul Roberts

The UK is OK

I'mafrald | disagree with Richard
Meaden's column about declining
driving standards In the UK (eve
247).1think we are actually a
pretty conslderate bunch.

As asales rep (ducks for cover)
1do 40,000-50,000 miles per
year Inacar and on amotorcycle
and think that UK standards are
much better than those in many
other countries.

Iwill add a caveat though:
during the week! Monday to
FridayIs a whole different story to
the weekend. On Sunday evening
you'll see superminls tallgating at
90mph-plus Inthe fast lane!
Paul Brown

TAM-ing higher

Having just read Richard Meaden's
column andriving standards,

| have to say | wholeheartedly

agree that those In the UK have
dropped. | am In a position to
have seen the decline froma
police perspective, starting In
1989, becoming a response driver
in1993 and then Class 1 Advanced
In1996. You soon get adifferent
perspective of standards when
youareonaruninan armed
response vehicle from one side of
London to the other. It's scary.

Now, | might have put this
down to In-car entertalnment
and moblle phones reducing the
attentionof drivers, but recently
the culprit became crystal clear:
theInstruction that people are
receiing and the tests they must
pass are not fit for purpose.

The evidence: My wife
volunteered me to help some
newly qualified drivers at her
place of work. The first could
not park, and a ten-minute drive
showed she could not steer
without the car snaking across
the road, could not brake or
change gear without giving me
whiplash, and had no cancept
of positioning or dealing with
roundabouts. Two two-hour
sesslons gave her the confidence
she needled, opened her eyes to
the pleasure of driving and also
solved that Initial parking Issue.

[t Is truly worrying that the Driver
and Vehicle Standards Agency

Is willing to accept such low
standards.

My daughter Is soon to take her
test. However, her Instructor Is an
ex-colleague, a Class 1Advanced
driver, and at this point she Iswell
beyond what her test requires.
| will then pay for her to do Pass
Plus and an IAM course, a skid-
pan course (If I can find one),
plus some high-speed driving.
Unfortunately she has inherited

her father's love of cars and
speed, but she will at least know
how to do It correctly and safely.
Stuart Elliott

McLaren madness
Excellent drive story with the
McLaren 7205 [above left] (evo
242). It really gave avisceral taste
of what [t must feel like to drive
suchaheastof acaronamazing
roads In Italy. One thing that
resonated In particular was the
description of the life-affirming'
drive that led Adam Towler to
not want to drive like that again
during the same day.

[t's not In the same league
as the 720, but | owned two
997 Turbos that could deliver
Incredible adrenaline hits on the
right roads In the right conditions.
| canremember timeswhen |
had the same feeling described
by Adam. However, not only did |
not want to drive llke that again
for some time because | needed
a brain rest, but more due to the
crazy custodial speeds involved.

This Is the reason that | now
look for cars that can give up thelr
thrills at 60 per cent of those
speeds. The problem [s that year-
on-year new sports cars continue
1o hit harder, sooner and easler,
pushing thelr maximum-attack
thrills further out of sensible
reach and frequency...
Gilbert Strachan

Flat-out

| couldn’t agree more with John
Pearson (Inbox, evo 243) about
what constitutes the thrill of
driving. A few years back | was
driving your favourite car of the
first 200 editions (a 997.2 GT3 RS)
on ane of your favourlte routes
(the evo Triangle) and, obviously,

was having aball. Then | suffered
apuncture.

Bugger, | thought, that's my
weekend ruined. Especlally when
the carwas trallered off and |
was left with a not-exactly-evo
courtesy car - a diesel Vauxhall
Meriva [above left]. | muttered
to myself about my distinctly
First World problem and set
off back home along the same
B-roads | had enjoyed so much in
the Porsche.

In Its own way, the drive back
was as memorable as the earller
drive In the opposite direction. |
had achance to actually enjoy the
scenery (Itwas less blurry) and
Just appreclate the Joy of driving
on those wonderful roads.

evoness |s Indeed all around us
If we'd care ta look.

Nigel Arnold

Porsche pedantry
Putting Americans right on
pronunclation can be an exerclse
Infutility. Like Richard Porter
(column, evo 242), | once tried to
educate an American on how to
pronounce ‘Porsche’, but | tried to
doltviaemall

| doomed my efforts from the
outset by telling my American
pal that ‘Porsche’ should be
pronounced the same way as the
name of the female character In
Shakespeare, meaning Portia.

He came back with: ‘But she
was called Juliet and there has
never been a car called Jullet.
Unfortunately this led down
awlnding lane of digression,
discussing Alfa Romeo Guilias and
Gullliettas untl | forgot what | was
trying to achieve and lost the will
to continue

He still says Porsh.

Lee Thickett, Sheffield

TAILORED
FINANCE FOR
STUNNING
CARS

Call us now for a competitive
quote on 020 3355 0046 or
visit our website: Jbreapital.com

Finance and terms subject to status.
Advances between £25,000 and £3m.

(AHBOREHTY

"!" Official
h Finance

!'E L Partner
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ALFA ROMEO STELVIO QUADRIFOGLIO //
SEAT LEON CUPRAR

Audi
RS4
Avant

A super-estate favourite is back, with a
torquey V6 and a new demeanour. But
are these changes for the better?

ean Smith

uld be no alarms and no
new Audi RS4 Avant: v

ain, that may
ame irrep

with a thoroughness verging

the actual quality of the cars, away from the myth, has

sometimes been patchy.

The latest versi
). For a start, it red by
er 3 litres displacement, no
hungry V8, and once again it will only be
ble in the

Audi Spart. With our test cal
paint, deeply dished optional 20-inch milled aluminium
wheels and those familiar box youwon't be
mistaking this RS4 for a 2.0 TDI A4 Avant. Ever.
Climh into the driver's and you'll find the cahbin
pleasingly functional or drearily predictable. It's an
urse, and as rational, upright and upstanding in
ct,yet at the same

he Alcantara
tion in both cases, but the sports seats are standard,
have moveable holsters and an extendable base

r.evo.co.uk 031



Thumb the starter button and the V6 fires
through the optional (£1200) sports exhaust
with the same extrovert whoop as an RS5,
but then quickly quietens and idles away
with a subtle murmur of considerable depth.
Prime Comfort on the Drive Select and tug the
gear selector down to D and the car moves
away with oily ease, riding with a suppleness
completely alien to RS products prior to recent
times. Whenever the road's topography gets
lumpy there's a clear sensation of the Dynamic
Ride Control dampers (a £2000 option)
using up their full stroke to combat unwanted
movement, rather than of the car fighting the
road in aggressive retaliation.

It's at this precise moment that the path
ahead forks two ways towards your ultimate
view on the RS4. Feel hitter about the lack
of a charismatic, rumbling V87 Dislike the
effortless steering, the softer ride, the sheer
normality of it all? You'll probably be in the
same camp of people who also have issues
with the latest RSS. But if this sounds like an
enticingly comfortable and useful means of
extremely rapid everyday transport then read
on, because plenty of thatisin store, and a lot
more besides.

We're driving ‘our’ RS4 ina bright but

freezing Bavaria, and hence it's shod with
winter tyres - always a squidgy mask aver a
car's true dynamic personality. Also havingan
influence, hopefully for the better, are those
upgraded dampers and wheels, plus carbon-
ceramic brakes (£6000). The wheels save 8kg
over the other optional 20-inch rim (19-inch
forged wheels are standard), while the carbon-
ceramics are another 8kg trimmed. Those
two options alone equate to alekg saving in
unsprung mass, something not to be sneered
at in spite of the inevitable additional cost.

Itis possible to mooch around in the RS4
all day long and only access a fraction of its
performance, but inevitably the temptation to
floor the throttle soon proves too strong. Do so
and you'll discover a notably more natural voice
than in the RS5, a richer, more authentic tone,
but with the same chesty snuffles and thuds
through the exhaust system when the revs die
back down below 3000rpm. Thankfully, the
distant artillery from the tailpipes is relatively
random in its delivery.

Asudden input of throttle and the RS4
reveals its haymaker: a massive surge of
acceleration violent enough that a pre-
amptive squeeze of the right-hand paddle
is necessary if you're not to tag the limiter in

Left:ashandsome asever.. Below: Alcantara
wheel optional but oh-so desireable. Bottom:
torquey twin-turbo V6 packs a massive punch

second gear when driving in manual mode.
Whatever the revs, the V6 seems to simply
explode into action, surely a benefit of its
4421b ft torque peak being developed from an
impressively low 1900rpm.

Ultimately, the RS4's dynamic edge is
stymied by those winter tyres, but it seems
relatively safe to assume that it'll be a
staggeringly quick cross-country device
in the style of its coupe relation, only with
vastly increased load and passenger space.
Turn-inis immediate and positive, and the
effects of the Sport Differential at the rear
are blatantly obvious, because under full
power it'll even adopt a few degrees of slip
at the rear. It never feels blunt, flat-footed
or one-dimensional, the ceramic brakes are
tireless, and the gearchange s crisp enough,
although occasionally lacks the bite of the cld
twin-clutch alternative. I'd relish a long journey
of varied driving in this car.

All of which means the new RS4 may not
be the sort of caryou'd spring out of bed early
on Sunday morning to drive, but I'm struggling
to think of amore desirable daily driver for an
‘evo type' with the usual commitments and
requirements of everyday life.

Adam Towler (@AdamTowler)

Specification

Engine Power

i

| Weight

W, 2894cc, twin-turbo 444bhp @ 5700-6700rpm

Torque 0-62mph
442Ib ft @ 1900-5000rpm 41 sec (claimed)

155mph (limited) 1715kg (263bhp/ton) £61625

E3 Very ‘teal world' fast; comfortable, useable; tough looks B8 Some may feel It lacks character and drama; pricey with options

032 www.evo.co.uk
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Driven to Perfection

AUDI SPORT R8V8 R8VI0O R8GT R8VIOPlus RS4 RS5

Larini ‘Valve Control” Remote Kit
Carbon Fibre Induction kit

Carbon Fibre

Air Filters —

':5 /"-:__

Larini ‘Club Sport’ System
Recalibrated ECU

AUDI R8V10

The finest high performance engine

component systems for Audi Sport and 5 \
. ; - h
elite supercars — crafted to optimise g

performance, weight, acoustics

and aesthetics.

AUDI R8 V10
LARINI CLUB SPORT SYSTEM

SOUND PERFORMANCGCE

AUDI SPORT, LAMBORGHINI, BENTLEY, ASTON MARTIN, MCLAREN
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Volkswagen Polo GT1I

The Golf GTI's push upmarket should give its little brother the apportunity to shine. Does it take it?

HE VW POLO GTI HAS ALWAYS
struggled to make its mark on

the hot hatch landscape. Stuck
inthe shadow of the more lllustrious Golf,
thera’s a sense that the smaller car has been
deliberately held back so as not torisk stealing
its big brother's limelight, that it’s a model
that's about the show rather than the go.

Now, however, there is hope for the Polo,

because the Golf's relentless push upmarket
has created a gap in VW's line-up for
samething more youthful and fun. It also can't
have escaped the attention of Walfsburg's
top brass that cars such as the (deep breath)
Peugeot 208 GTi by Peugeot Sport and Ford
Fiesta ST have proved to be surprisingly
successful. The result is that this all-new Polo
GTlis claimed to be the most playful and
driver-focusedyet - a car that uses the clear

alr between itself and the Golf to set out a
more entertaining agenda.

The initial signs are encouraging, chiefly
because the latest, sixth-generation Polo s
underpinned by the same MQB platform that
supports the larger Golf. Mounted to this is
thoroughly reworked suspension that's 15mm
lower than the standard Polo's and comprises
struts at the front and a torsion heam at
the rear (the Golf’s multi-link system is too
bulky and expensive for the smaller car). The
springs are 38 per cent stiffer at the front and
30 per cent firmer at the rear, while there are
also thicker anti-roll bars and uprated passive
dampers. Drivers wanting even more keen
dynamics can order the ‘Sport Select’ set-up
that features two-way adaptive dampers, a
thicker front anti-roll bar and tougher steering
arms and rear axle mountings.

Under the bonnet is the tried and tested
EA888 2-litre four (no downsizing here - take
note, Ford), tuned to deliver a respactable
197bhp and a healthy 236lb ft of torque. Yet
while VW claims the six-speed DSG-equipped
Polo GTI {a manual version doesn't arrive until
the middle of 2018) will rattle off the 0-62mph
sprint in just 6.7sec, it never feels quite as
quick as its rippling torque figure and relatively
low 1280kg kerb weight suggest. There’s plenty
of muscle at low speeds and the unit relishes
aworkout, pulling cleanly, crisply and with a
satisfyingly rorty rasp all the way to the red
line, but it feels a bit flat in the mid-range,
particularly in third gear and above, where the
ratios are absurdly tall for a hot hatch - sixthis
acontinent-crossing 35mph per 1000rpm.

And it's not just the ratios that cause
concern, because while there’s nothing

technically wrong with the DSG (there’s some
jerkiness when maoving away, but it shifts
smoothly inauto mode and swaps cogs with
lightning speed when you use the steering-
wheel paddles), its virtually seamless changes
sap the sensation of speed and remove a
crucial layer of driver interaction. Unforgivably,
it also shifts up automatically when the engine
hits its limiter, even in manual mode.

What about that uprated chassis, then?
Initial impressions are good: when tootling
around, the Polo benefits from almost perfect
control weights and a taut yet composed ride
- onour adaptive damper- equipped car at
least. Push harder and there’s strong bite from
the front tyres and a definite sense that the
rear axle is taking its share of the load; on the
smooth and snaking roads of our Spanish test
route, the VW felt planted and poised, allowing
you to cover ground exceptionally cuickly.

Yet there's something just a little clinical
about theway the Polo goes about its
business, and after just a few cornersyou
feel you've got the measure of the GTI. The
steeringis quick and precise but there's only
the bare minimum of feedback, while that
grippy chassis doesn't want to get expressive.
Lifting the throttle will tighten the car's line,
but thera's no sensa of the puppy-like agility
you get inthe 208 GTi.And whileyou can

Above: instruments are now
fully digital; dash also features
atouchscreen infotainment
system. Left and right:
exterlor Is almost as arown-up
as big brother Golf's, but funky
DRLs give It alift

sharpen the throttle, add artificial weight
to the steering and fractionally firm up the
dampers with the driver mode settings, the
Palo’s benign character remains ta the fore.

The standard XDS differential is also no
substitute for the real thing. You can feel it
nibbling away at the front brakes as it keeps
the nose tucked in, but with the ESPInits
Sport setting (you can't turn the systems off
completely) the inside wheel simply spins
power away out of slower turns.

There’s na doubt the new Polo GTI is faster
and far more composed than its predecessor

but, despite VW's claims, it still feels as though
it is playing understudy to the star. If you can't
afford a Golf GTI, or don't need its extra space,
then the Pola is a fine alternative, right down
toits red stripes, checked seat trim and cut-
ahove perceived quality, while few small cars
are as comfortable and easy to live with. But,
for keen drivers, it falters. The really frustrating
thingis that there's a fine car lurking
somewhere underneath. So, VW, what about a
‘Performance’ version with more power, closely
stacked ratios and the Golf's trick diff?
James Disdale

Specification
Engine Power Torque 0-62mph Topspeed Weight Basic price
In-line 4-cyl, 1984cc, turbo | 197bhp @ 4400-6000rpm 236lh ft @ 1500-4400mm 6.75ec (claimed) 147mph (claimed) | 1280kg (156bhp/ ton) | £21,500 (est)

Decent performance; mature ride and handiing balance B Currently only with D3G; tall gearing; lack of driver Involvement

evorating s Jr v
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SEAT Leon Cupra R

With 306bhp and a chassis retuned for sharper responses, can
the latest Leon prove that the Cupra brand still has its mojo?

EAT'S HIGH-PERFORMANCE CUPRA
B arm has become something of

a conundrum. A decade agg, the
sporting Spanish sub-brand was a byword for
fast and affordable fun. Fast-forward to the
present day and it's all, well, a bit of a muddle.
The rot set inwith 2017's Leon Cupra 300,
which had 296bhp (up 10bhp) but lost the
option of the hardcore Sub8 pack. Thenwe
were told there would be no go-faster version
of the new Ibiza. Yet against this backdrop was
the revelation that SEAT was allowing Cupra to
go it alone as a dedicated performance brand.
This was good news, until we learnt the first
model to be born under the new regime would
be hased on the Ateca SUV.

With this in mind, what do we make of

the new Lean Cupra R? On paper, it appears
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to answer many of the criticisms levelled at
the standard Cupra, which has lost its edge
inthe face of hugely talented rivals such as
the Honda Civic Type R and Hyundai i30 N.
There's more power, revised suspension and an
aerodynamically tuned bodykit. You can even
spec Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 tyres, whichis
always a sure sign a car means business.

So far so good, but there is a catch — SEAT
is building just 799 axamples, of which only
24 will come to the UK, and most of those are
already sold. Oh, and even if you can get your
hands on one, you'll have to fork out an eye-
watering £34,995. So is there anything we can
learn from a car that you can't really buy?

One thing’s for certain - the R looks
the part. There's a deeper front bumper,
complete with a more functional carbonfibre

splitter, a large tailgate spoiler and extended
wheelarches that cover a 20mm wider track.
There are also plenty of copper-coloured trim
inserts, which you'll either love or loathe.

There's more copper inside, plus a pair of
high-backed bucket seats and some new dials.
As with many high-performance limited-run
specials, there's Alcantara for the wheel and
gearlever, but this Leon is no stripped-out
track special, as wireless phone charging,
heated seats and the latest infotainment
system all feature - luxury rather thanlap
times is the emphasis here. It's practical too,
curiously only being offered as a five-door.

There are further promising signs undler the
skin. At the front, the strut suspension gets
more negative camber (2 degrees rather than
1.3), while the electrically assisted steering
has been recalibrated for faster response. Also
treated to aremap are the adaptive dampers,
which now wark across a wider bandwidth,
while 370mm front discs (up from 340mm) are
clamped by four-pot Brembo calipers, Finally,
the only transmission option on right-hand-
drive cars is a six-speed manual, although Rs
sold in other markets can also be orderad with
the six-speed paddleshift DSG.

‘You can even
spec Pilot Sport
Cup 2 tyres—a
sure sign a car

means business’

Thumb the starter buttonandyou're

immediately aware of the new exhaust system,

which has been tuned for a more natural note.
There's a deeper burble at idle and a more
purposeful rasp when you extend the engine,
plus some subtle pops and bangs on the
overrun. A mere 10bhp power boost to 306bhp
means the R doesn't feel much faster than the
regular Cupra - a feeling that's backed up by
the fact SEAT claims the same 5.8sec for the
0-62mph sprint as for the manual, five-door
300. There's a slightly fiercer delivery over the
last few hundred rpm before the red line, but in
other respects the R gets the same torque-
rich, big-chested delivery as the standard car.
Also unchanged is the gearshift, which has
short and precise throws, but can feel notchy.
It's inthe corners that the R scores aver
the base model. The revised steering benefits

Far left: revised chassis works better the faster
you go. This page: full battledress outside, acres
of Alcantara inside, and lots of copper accents -
copper belng Cupra's new brand colour

in Normal mode (there are also Sport, Cupra
and Individual, where you can pick and mix
your diff, throttle and damper settings), and
it also responds more quickly. On the dry and
smooth Spanish tarmac of our test route,
the SEAT's nose clung on gamely during
turn-in, helping to boost confidence, while its
electronically controlled differential delivered
impressive traction - although on the few
bumpy surfaces we encountered there was
some subtle tugging from the front wheels
when accelerating hard. As you'd expect,

the Michelins’ hold on the warm tarmac was
stupendous - in the dry, in mast corners your

The revised dampers deliver decent comfort
at low speed, yet go faster and there’s far
better body control: where the standard car
gets a hit discombobulated, the R feels tied-
down and precise. In fact, the only thing that
interrupts your flow is the brakes, which suffer
from an overservoed action, meaning smooth
stopping requires delicate footwork.

Overall, the R is a big improvement on the
regular Cupra, and if SEAT could make these
changes ta the standard car without raising its
price, the gap between it and the Civic Type R
would become much narrower. However, SEAT
bosses say that this won't happen. So instead
we'll have to take some solace in the fact that,
despite the apparently rudderless direction
of the Cupra brand, given the opportunity its
engineers haven't lost their touch for making
engaging and entertaining cars. 8

from a more natural weighting, particularly bravery will run out before the grip. James Disdale

Specification

Engine Power Torque 0-62mph Top speed Weight Price
In-line 4-cyl, 1984cc, turbo 306bhp @ 5800-6200rpm 280Ib ft @ 1800-5700rpm 5.8sec (claimed) | 155mph (claimed) | 1378kg (226bhp/ton) £34,005

Sharper handling, better body control, strong perfommance B High price, imited avallabllity
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UNLEASHING PERFORAMANCE

7/ 4

THE ULTIMATE IN
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES

DMS CLS63 AMG (EV

“ENGINE UPGRADE ADDS HUGE PERFORMANCE AND REAL CHARACTER"

DMS 1M ) MA “THERE'S A REAL RIP TO THE WAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM*”

DMS SL65 BLAC

“IT FEELS LIKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SL&5 AND A PORSCHE GT2"

DMS 1351 (BMV 7) “THE STANDARD CAR IS GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL"

DMS 997 TURBO 3.6 (E
DMS 997 TURBO 3.8 PDK

“IT'S EPIC, HILARIQOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERY GEAR, YET DOCILE WHEN CRUISING”
"DELIVERY IS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FORCEFUL"

316D/216D/116D » 160 BHP
318D/218D/118D » 225 BHP
330D ES0 » 296+ BHP
RADE. WE ARE ABLE TOUNLEASH 370D E9Q » 215 BHP

BELOW IS A SMALL SELECTION OF
'OUR MORE POPULAR MODELS TO

UPGI

PERFORMANCE FROM SMALL FOUR
CYCLINDER DIESEL ENGINES UP TO
V12 SUPERCARS.

420i/3201/220i/120i » 275+ BHP

435i/ F30 335i » 390 BHP

428i/328i » 295 BHP

5350 /335D /X5 SD » 355+ BHP

AUDI 640D/335D/535D/435D » 390 BHP
AUDI RS6 4.0 T V8 » 690+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 730D » 305+ BHP

AUDI RS6 V10 » 680+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) X54.0D /740D » 370 BHP

AUDI R8 V10 » 592+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) X5 3.0D » 305 BHP

AUDI RS4 B7/ R8 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) X6 X5.01 4.4 » 500+BHP

AUDI RS3/RSQ3 » 420+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) x5 M50D/X5M50D/550D # 450 BHP
AUDI $3/ GOLF R» 373+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT)

AUDI 3.0TDi (ALL MODELS) » 315+ BHP

AUDI 3.0 Bi-TDi (ALL MODELS) » 380+ BHP MERCEDES-BENZ

AUDI Q7/A8 4.2 TDi » 400+ BHP /A200CDi/C200CDi/E200CDi » 175 BHP
A250/C250 » 260 BHP

A45/CLASS » 420 BHP

C300 HYBRID » 285 BHP
A220CDi/C220CDi/E220CDi » 215 BHP
C350/CLS350/E350/5350 » 315 BHP
E400 /CA50 » 420+ BHP

C400» 400 BHP

'63' 5.5 Bi- TURBO ALL MODELS » 690+BHP
'500' 4.7 Bi-TURBQ ALL MODELS » 498+8HP
S65 (W222) » 780 BHP

SL65 BLACK » 720+ BHP (+-DELIMIT)
SL65 AMG » 690 BHP (+DE-LIMIT)

'55' AMG KOMPRESSOR » 580+BHP
C63 AMG 6.3 » 530+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)

BMW

M5 V10 » 548+ BHP (205 MPH)
X5M / X6M » 618+ BHP

1M » 411+ BHP

M3 E90/92 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
M135i/ M235i » 402 BHP

M4/M3 3.0T » 520+ BHP

M5 F10/M6 (STAGE 1) » 680 BHP
M5 F10/Mé (STAGE 2) » 730 BHP
F10 520D » 240 BHP

F10 530D » 305 BHP

335i/135i/X6 » 370+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
123D » 252 BHP

SALES@DMSAUTOMOTIVE f
WWW.DMSAUTOMOTIVE.COM

WORLDWIDE OFFICES A.ND INSTALLATION
UK: 0800 030 5555  INT: +44 800 030 5555

C63 AMG 4.0T » CALL FOR DETAILS

SL63 AMG 6.3 » 560+BHP (+DE-LIMIT,
RE-MAP & LOWER ABC SUSPENSION)

CL600 Bi-TURBO » 580+ BHP
SLKS55 AMG » 420+ BHP (+DELIMIT)
320CDi V6 » 274 BHP

350CDi V6 » 312 BHP

420 /450 CDi V8 » 358 BHP

ALL 2015 RANGE ROVERS AVAILABLE

RROVER SC 5.0 » 580+ BHP

R ROVER 4.4 SDVB » 395+ BHP

R ROVER 3.0 TDVé » 315+ BHP

R ROVER 3.0 SDV6 » 345+ BHP
EVOQUE/DISCO SPORT 2.2 DIESEL
» 240+ BHP

PORSCHE

997 TURBOY/S 3.8 INC PDK » 611 BHP
997 TURBO 3.6 » 625+ BHP

997 GT2 RS » 670+ BHP

996 TURBO/GT2 » 600+ BHP

997 CARRERA S PDK » 400+ BHP
997 CARRERAS » 376+ BHP

997 CARRERA PDK » 368 BHP
997 CARRERA GTS » 435 BHP
997 GT3 UP » 436 BHP

BOXSTER 3.4S » 336+ BHP
CAYMAN S » 342 BHP

MACAN 3.0D » 315 BHP
CAYENNE GTS » 440 BHP

CAYENNE TURBC 4.8 » 578+ BHP
CAYENNE TURBO § 4.8 » 600+ BHP
CAYENNE 4.2 DIESEL » 450+ BHP
CAYENNE DIESEL » 315+ BHP
PANAMERA TURBO » 600+ BHP
PANAMERA DIESEL » 315+ BHP

EXOTIC / MISC

FERRARI CALIFORNIA » 487 BHP

FERRARI 599 » 647 BHP

FERRARI 430 » 525 BHP

GALLARDO » 546 BHP

LP560 » 608+BHP

LP&40 » 707 BHP

HURACAN » 640+ BHP

AVENTADOR » CALL FORDETAILS
MCLAREN MP4-12C » 700 BHP

MCLAREN 6508 » 720 BHP

MURCIELAGO LP&40 » 707 BHP
MASERATI GHIBLI 3.05 PETROL » 470 BHP
MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0 PETROL » 400 BHP
MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0 DIESEL » 312 BHP
MASERATI GT/QPORT » 438 BHP
MASERATIGT S/ MC » 479+ BHP
BENTLEY 4.0 T V8 » 690 BHP

BENTLEY CGT / F-SPUR (INC 2013) » 680+ BHP
BENTLEY GT SPEED (INC 2013 ON} » 695 BHP
BENTLEY SUPERSPORT » 720+ BHP

/DMSAUTOMOTIVE

FOLLOWUS FOR OUR LATEST NEWS
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DESIGNED IN THE UK
DEVELOPED ATICIh?I_IFI

TESTING FACILITIES| M
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Specification

Engine

meo Stelvio Quadri

We love the Giulia Quadrifoglio; will Alfa's hot SUV also win our hearts?

0-62mph

Weight
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RICHARD MEADEN

The old Lamborghini was like no other car company; it would never have built the Urus

HEN I WAS A KID, I WAS FASCINATED BY

Lamborghini. Specifically the Lamborghini

Countach. This was partly down to learning its

name was derived from a Piedmontese swear

word (what impressionable small kid doesn’t
love a bit of legit profanity?), but it was mostly down to the crazy
looks and Top Trumps-winning specification.

There was also an air of mystery to Lamborghini thar made the
company and its cars seem all the more fantastical. In the days
before Google, Twitter and YouTube, the folklore surrounding
Lamborghini was spread via a kind of osmosis. Mostly via the
pages of motoring magazines such as Motor and Car.

And what tales they were. The tractor maker modvated by his
dislike of Enzo Ferrari and dissatistaction
with the cars from Maranello. Models

T've driven many Lamborghinis since, but apart from spending
a day on classic Appennine roads in a Miura SV {once again with
Balboni for company) for an early evo, nothing has come close
to that first visit. Of the current crop, the Huracdn Performante
has an abundance of fire and brimstone, but the cars and the
company are to accessible, too damned reasonable. Press access
should rely on a little black book of factory or importer contacts
and a preparedness to spend fruitless days waiting while the test
car is finished. Buying them should require more than just money.
Driving them should demand a level of skill, hand-eye guile and
a pinch of madness. Nowadays Lamborghinis flacter their drivers
rather than frighten the bejesus out of them.
Not that Lamborghini is alone in this — most of the once-
exotic, eccentric and esoteric family-run
marques have gone too mainstream.

named after fighting bulls. A mysterious ‘Thls once -l‘na_vel‘ick Ferrari has been consistently building

Kiwi engineer called Bob Wallace, who

truly sensational cars since the turn of the

created hardcore experimental cars such Supel‘c ar makel‘ l]as century, but since the departure of Luca

as the Miura Jota in his spare time, then

di Montezemolo the company has waded

tore off down the autostrada undl they beCOI‘ne a Slave to hot-headed charisma for cold-hearted

threatened to take off. The Espada’s party

corporate governance.

piece of accelerating from walking pace to Sa]es tal‘gets and There are flashes of Lamborghini's

V-max in one gear. Barry ‘BR33' Robinson.

free-spirited approach in Mclaren’s

The LM002. And, of course, my treasured made to conf()l‘m’ Super Series cars, but the true spirit of

die-cast Marzal.

Thus steeped in geek mythology, I
burned to drive or even ride in a Lamborghini. The waitwas long,
but thankfully the gods smiled upon me and I landed a jobas a
motoring journalist. Given I'd spent my school years reading and
re-reading Car magazine’s ‘Convoy!’ story, where Mel Nichols
recounted bringing a Countach, Silhouette and Urraco back from
the factory to the UK, [ was never going to have a normal job. But
to find myself learning my craft alongside those who had worked
through those Car magazine glory days somehow cemented my
spiritual connection to Sant’Agata. [ had to get there.

The moment came in 1996 and it couldn’t have been more
perfect. The car was the Diablo VT Roadster. No, nort a balls-
out SV, but it was a Diablo and it was just for us — a private gig
for Performance Car magazine, not an orchestrated launch. The
informality of those pre-Audi days was obvious when Valentino
Balboni met us from the airport. It continued when we arrived
at the factory and were told to wait cinque minuti. An hour and
several rocket-fuel espressos later, we were led to the service
department, where the car was waiting for us in the sunshine.

Lamborghini lives on in marques such as

Pagani and Koenigsegg — true artisanal
supercar builders with the founder’s name above the door and an
aversion to racing. But still they don’t seem to resonate in the way
Ferruccio’s efforts did. Simpler times, cooler cars.

And the Urus? I'm no fan, but I think it's the vulgar and
somewhat tepid manifestation of a wider malaise at Lamborghini.
Namely this once-maverick supercar maker has become a slave to
sales targets and made to conform. When Audi ok control, we
feared thatin saving Lamborghini it would also ruin it, though the
cars initially proved those fears unfounded. My beef with the Urus
is that, of all the major players in this sector, Lamborghini owned
the intellectual and emotional rights o building an outrageous
SUV. Yet what's been done with that unique authenticity and
heritage? Squandered on a derivative model that shuns a wholly
excessive V12 and genuine weapons-grade purpose for vital
organs shared with an Audi and a Bentley.

There was a dread inevitability about what the Urus would be.
Now it’s here, the inexorable demystification of Lamborghini is
finally complete — less raging bull, more marketing cazzate.

© @DickieMeaden

Richard is a contributing editor fo evo and one of the magazine's founding team
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Inspired by the high-octane thrills and
physics-defying engineering of the

automotive world, the C7 Rapide
Chronograph Automatic shares the same
values of technical precision and innovative
design, coupled with the highest quality
materials used throughout. Bold in appearance
and championing a Swiss-made automatic
movement, this is a watch with horalogical
horsepower.

Christopher
Ward

christopherward.co.uk



« RICHARD PORTER

Treating cars as investments is nothing short of wrong-headed, reckons Porter

Y CAR INSURANCE RENEWAL CAME THROUGH

last week. My shoulders sagged and a long sigh

M escaped from my face. Anyone peering into my

kitchen window might have assumed it contained

a deflating sex doll staring at an envelope. I hate

insurance renewal time. ‘Dear Mr Porter, We realise you haven't

used your insurance however we believe you might have seen

an accident in the last year so we’re increasing your premium by
87 per cent.’

Butno. For anotheryear's cover, my current insurance company
wanted to increase my annual payment by just nine exera pounds.
This seemed quite reasonable and, being busy and lazy, I would
have simply said yes. Except that I've recently done one of those
things that makes you feel more grown up:

I've found a proper insurance broker, one

But now the broker wanted a value. So I went online to have a
look at similar cars for sale. And what I found was quite a shock.
I won't be so vulgar as to share actual prices here, but suffice to
say there are people out there putting some very stiff numbers
against Heritage Defenders. Whether they're fetching those
amounts, I don't know. But if they're getting even close, these
old wucks have gone up quite a lot in percentage terms. And this
means I'm facing one of those situations that would rightly earn
a First World Problems hashrag on Twitter: I've got a car that’s
becoming too valuable to use.

At the tme of writing there are a couple that are leggier
than mine and are sdll up for daft cash, but in general the cars
for sale seemed to have tiny mileages, which means people are

stashing these things away. That's what
you're supposed to do with cars of rising

that lets me talk to the same person every ‘What’s the point Of worth. Don't expose them to extremes of

time rather than locking me into a spiral
of pressing 1 to speak to yet another script-
reading swanger with a Welsh accent.
For Midlife Crisis Car 2, which you can
read about on page 120, the broker had

a car if you're not
going to use it? If

temperature or moisture or direct sunlight
and for heaven's sake, don’t drive them.
Cold logic says that my car is now too
valuable to use and should be preserved in
time so that the only thing that moves isits

already sorred a good deal. Perhaps they i i theoretical sale price. Well I'm sorry, but
d d d deal. Perh I your lgges iyl t it 1 b

could work their magic for Midlife Crisis
Car 1, the Land Rover Defender Heritage
I tried to justify to you, or possibly myself,

is thinking about

screw that logic and the limited-edidon
horse it rode in on. What's the point of a
car if you're not going to use it? If your

back in eva 220. The good thing about the it” biggest thrill is thinking about how much
& 8 1 88 g

broker is that they already have my details

money it's making, you probably just need

and in order to get some quotes on the making, you probably to sell it. Because in truth, there’s no such

Land Rover they had just one question:

thing as a car that’s too valuable to use. So

what's itworch? just need to Sell it’ my Defender is going to remain parked on

Well now, I know what I paid forit. And
I also know it's generally assumed that
these last-of-the-line, limited-edition Defenders have crept up in
value, That became clear as soon as the Solihull production line
shutdown. Shortly afterwards I heard of two people with cars just
like mine who moved them on in order to trouser a reasonable
profit. For a brief moment I wondered if I should do the same.
After all, how often do you buy a new car and then discover that
it's gone up rather than down in value? Yea, yea, pipe down 911 R
people — we know, we know. But then I realised, if I sold my Land
Rover then I wouldn’t have my Land Rover anymore. And [ like
my Land Rover. So that thought went away. and I got on with
enjoying my life bouncing around in a retro-coloured piece of
1950s farm equipment.

the road and driven around the streets of

London or taken for another run up to the
damp bit of farmland where we film The Grand Tour. I'm going
to keep stuffing the kids in the back and letting the dog drool on
the floor. I'm even okay with the moment a few weeks ago when
TV’s James May managed to spill tea on the passenger seat. Yes,
every one of these things is probably chipping a few quid off the
value butl geta pleasure from using the car that I don’t get from a
theoretical dream of appreciation. Anyway, Defenders are better
with a backstory and a bit of patina.

If you really want an investment, buy some art. If you'd rather
have a car then use it. So sod the notion of it being too valuable to
use; I'm going to keep driving my Defender and nothing can stop
me. Apart from, perhaps, a sky-high insurance renewal.

© @sniffpetrol

Richard is evo's longest-serving columnist and the script editor on The Grand Tour
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THE SMART WAY

1O SELL

YOUR MODERN OR CLASSIC CAR

FLAT FEE OF

£1,500,

WE HAVE DEVELOPED THE QUICKEST, CHEAPEST AND
EASIEST WAY TO SELL YOUR MODERN OR CLASSIC CAR

NO SALE, NO FEE

WHY CHOOSE Us
* SPEED OF SALE
* INCREASED RETURNS,

* MORETHAN 75% OF CUSTOMERS
HAVE A PART EXCHANGE CAR OR
REQUIRE FINANCE.

COLLECTION CF YOUR VEHICLE IS
OFFERED (PLUS AN ADDITIONAL FEE).

* 90% OF ALL USED CAR SALES OVER
£20,000 ARE THROUGH DEALERS.
AVOID TIME WASTERS AND UNWANTED
VISTORS TO YOUR HOUSE.

GET A DETAILED VALUATION
JUST CALL US OR EMAIL:

01295 690933

sellmycar@thboler.com

WHY SELL YOUR CAR PRIVATELY OR GET BELOW TRADE PRICE FROM DEALERS WHEN YOU CAN SELL YOUR CAR THIS WAY?

RECENT ARRIVALS

FERRARI 488 LAMBORGHINI GALLARDO

SELL YOUR CAR WITH MAIN DEALER FACILITIES

* WEPREPARE YOUR CARTO OUR *  PAINT REPAIRS/ALLOY WHEEL REFURBISHMENTS
RETALL STANDARD. ALL CARRIED QUT ON-SITE.
* HIGH PROFLE WARRANTY ON e MULT-MILLISN POUND FACILTY INCLUDING

EVERY CAR SOLD. STATE OF THE ART WORKSHOFR.

THE FINEST IN PERFORMANCE AND PRESTIGE CARS

E{] T.H. BOLER

AUTOMOTI VE www.thboler.com




TED KRAVITZ

Robert Kubica is making a comeback from a supposedly career-ending accident. But should he?

ERE’S A FUN CHALLENGE: TRY DRIVING ONE-

handed. If you drive a manual this experiment

H will be as short-lived as it is stupid. (It's stupid

whatever you drive and is not to be done seriously

anyway, but you're smart enough to know that

already.) However, if your car has an automatic transmission of

soIme sort, it is at least possible. Now, if you're right-handed, use

your left hand. Go to your favourite B-road and try to be precise,

at the speed limit and in control, through corners with a bit of

loading. And when you're through the corner, use thar hand

to go into the system menu and change the language to Greek.

Pretty hard, isn’t it? By now, presuming you haven’tended up in

a hedgerow, put your other hand back on the wheel and spend

the rest of your journey considering how

much tougher this would be if you were
driving a Formula 1 car.

stage he talked of how he was in better shape physically than in
2010. T have to work much harder now — [ was a lazy guy in the
past,” he half-joked, adding that 90 per cent of his driving ability
is just as it was in 2010.

What's happened to that last 10 per cent is, of course, the
clincher. At the test, Robert lapped to within nine-tenths of a
second of Felipe Massa’s best effort in qualifying. Impressive,
one would have thought, given he’s not yet back up to speed
and how unfamiliar he was with the 2017 Williams. Bur since
then Kubica's lap times have been picked over by journalists
sucking their teeth at data that appears to show that he’s not
as good as he used to be. Hello? He's only got one useable
arm, for Pete’s sake. Come on...

Although that does lead to the valid
question of whether the whole thing is

That's the task facing Robert Kubica
as he attempts an F1 comeback nobody
thought was possible. Even his insurance
company had paid out they concluded
the injuries Robert sustained in a rally
accident in 2011 were undoubredly
career-ending.

But they weren't. Through sheer
bloody-minded determination, while
ignoring physical pain and requiring
copious emotional grit and frankly, balls,
Kubica is back. The Pole has got to the

‘Kubica’s isn’t just a a good idea at all. Just because Robert

great story because
it’s unprecedented in
F1; a return to racing
would grant him a
second chance at his
life’s purpose’

Kubica can come back doesn’t necessarily
mean he should. He will have to work
hard o prove himself up to the job in
pressure environments, have to satisty
fellow drivers he'll be able to control
his car in all weather conditions so that
he won'’t be a danger to them, and also
convince himself any further accident
wouldn’t pose additional risks to his
health. All tough to do.

Buc if he wants to come back and
Williams are happy to have him, why

point where he was able to drive the
current Williams-Mercedes FW40 at the
post-season test in Abu Dhabi to within split seconds of its able-
bodied drivers who'd had a whole year’s worth of experience
with the car.

Overcoming a physical limitation is tough for anyone - as
Frank Williams himself knows well - but what Kubica has
achieved so far, and the progress he’s made as his body and brain
relearn how to drive with his limitations, is astonishing given
everything else he’s had to deal with in daily life. Robert’s right
arm and hand are pretty much immobile and his right leg and
hip are still not at full strength following multiple operations.

Despite this, at the recent Autosport Awards, Kubica looked
in great shape. If 'm honest, he appeared older than his 32
vears — a few more grey hairs on the temples, a few fewer hairs
altogether up top. But the sparkle in the eye was still there. On

shouldn’t he try? Kubica's isn't just a
great story because it's unprecedented in
Formula 1; for Robert, a return to racing would grant a second
chance at his life’s purpose — putting right the tragedy of a career
cut short before its time. So what if he’s a tenth or two off? It
might cost him a place in qualifying but there’ll be nobody better
in a crazy race where experience can win a Grand Prix. Let's face
it, Williams are not going to be quick enough to win races on
merit so you mighrt as well have a smart driver on board as well
as one with an amazing story to wow the sponsors.

On balance, then, you'd have to say it's worth it. It's not as if
some mediocre driver was attempting a comeback: Kubica was
(is?) world champion-level quality. If he secures the Williams
drive, great. But if he gets this close only to fail? That would
be just as tragic as what happened seven years ago on the
Ronde di Andora.

O Otedkravitz

Ted Is the pitlane reporter for Sky Sports F1
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FERRARI PARTS SPECIALIST
SUPERFORMANCE

ot

01992 445 300
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PRECISELY
YOUR
MOMENT

ELCOME TO EVO CAR OF THE YEAR. A NEW
evo Car of the Year. One that is more inclusive
than ever before. An eCoty that celebrates the
CHRONOGRAPH LAP TIMER very best performance cars on sale today from
| every key sector covered by evo’s all-knowing Knowledge.

From superminis to hypercars, via hot hatches, saloons, sports
cars, coupes, GTs and supercars, we've taken our favourite car
from each class to roads that put them in their element, enabling
them to show exactly what theyre capable of, and weve travelled
thousands of miles across the length and breadch of England,

i D ) 2 THE CONTENDERS Scotland, Wales and, er, Germany to do so.
(( . r 3 - I Unlike previous years we haven't restricted ourselves to

\ 1 SUPERMINI Peugeot 208 GTi by Peugeot Sport p48 considering only new cars launched during the last rwelve
2 HOT HATCH Honda Civic Type R p54 months. As we see all too often, the latest arrivals aren’t always
i :32?;::1‘%(?5" i:? E‘””” g‘“:‘”@‘”{?gf ‘ "‘22 an improvement over the established class leader. In addition, for
SRomRRHIBLuANrogls P a car to be eligible for consideration, you must be able to place an
5 SPORTSCAR Lotus Elise Sport 220 p66 Adtf d dtobea* - I ‘tod I
& Eanhe BMW M4 Competition Package p72 order for one, and not need to be a ‘special’ customer w do so. In
OFFICIALLY CERTIFIED 7 suy Porsche Macan GTS 76 other words, _uo unf)b[auuum. ) ) )
8 GT Bentley Continental GT 78 Over the following 40 pages we drive, dissect, discuss and
¥ [
CHRONOMETER 9  SUPERCAR Mclaren 7205 p82 deliver the verdicts that outline why our ten choices are the best
10 HYPERCAR Bugatti Chiron P86 of the best. Then we crown one evo Car of the Year.
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SUPERMINI

PEUGEOT
208 GTi by PS

Compact, potent and with a highly adjustable
chassis, this further-honed version of the 208 GTi
is the best supermini you can buy

by ADAM TOWLER | PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT

PEN THE DRIVER'S DOOR ON THE
Peugeot 208 GTi by Peugeot Sport and
you'll see red. I don't mean metaphorically
— the Lilliputian steering wheel and its
correspondingly weird relationship with
the instrument binnacle still split opinion,
but they're hardly offensive. No, I mean
literally, if you look down, on the floor. The
208 doesn't have red carpets like those glorious GTi classics that
emerged from the Mulhouse plant years ago, but it does at least
have scarlet carpet mats, and you'd be right to read something
into that link with its past. Thisisa Peugeot hot hatch with plenty
of the old fire smouldering in its sump.

After years of underachieving, Peugeot — or specifically
Peugeot Sport — is back on form, and not just with this 208 but
with the 308 by PS, too. Sure, the smaller car’s supremacy in its
class has in part been bequeathed to it by the disappearance of
Ford’s Fiesta ST, and a lull in the competition before the arrival
of a new ST, the forthcoming Polo GTI and the imminent Toyota
Yaris GRMN. Nevertheless, it would be unfair to lay all of the
Peugeot’s glory at the absence of others: it fought valiantly
against the fast Ford favourite, and more than a few of us at evo
would have picked the 208 over the Fiesta, given the choice.

So just what is it that makes the 208 special? One thing that
isn't working for us is painting the car two different colours. OK,
so some may well be seduced by the ‘Coupe Franche’ paintjob,
bur most of the evo team aren't. It's a gimmick the car really
doesn’t need and is a pain to keep clean. The black half also has
the texture of medium-grade wet-and-dry paper. Horrid. David
Vivian sums it up best: ‘It’'s always a pleasure to see an excellent

In assoclation with
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car’s potential fully realised, so it’s ashame you feel as if you have
to apologise for the Chav-inspired paint scheme and, as ever,
wonder why you have to look over the top of the steering wheel
to see the inscruments.” You're stuck with the steering wheel
but, happily, you don’t have to go two-tone: other, single-colour
options are available.

But what’s important with the 208 GTi by Peugeot Sport
are the mechanical changes thar elevate it above the standard
208 GTi launched in 2012. Yes, power and torque are up, from
197bhp and 2031b fr o 205bhp and 221lb ft, but these small
hikes are not the main event here, merely a useful extra kick
when required. Those outputs are further enlivened by shorter
gear ratios and then deployed through a Torsen-type limited-
slip differential for much improved traction. (The basic 208 GTi
has recently adopted the same engine and gearing, but not the
diff.) A great GTi has never been about raw speed alone, but the
0.3-second reduction in the 0-62mph time — down to 6.5sec —is
welcome enough, ensuring the little 208 is more than able to
keep up with most of the larger hot hatches in a straight line.

However, it’s the chassis that was always going to be where
this car stands or falls, and it only takes a glance down the spec
sheet to see that Peugeot Sport has taken the brief seriously. The
front and rear track are wider by 22mm and 16mm respectively,
the front and-roll bar is softer while the springs are 30 per
cent stiffer at the front but 80 per cent stiffer at the rear. The
ride height has been lowered by 10mm, and the dampers are
much more specialised items than those fitted to the standard
car. Picture it in your head and it’s clear there’s a much greater
contrast between the front and rear axles, encouraged by revised
geometry, that should see the tail wagging the dog in a more
traditional Peugeot hot hatch fashion. A set of Michelin’s finest
Pilot Super Sports completes the dynamic makeover.

In assoclation with
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There is aroad in the Yorkshire Dales near where most of these
images were shot on which the 208 feels borderline perfect.
It’s a reasonably narrow road, although still with a centreline,
defined by violent gradient changes that wouldn’t be out of place
on a theme-park ride. There are few straight sections of any
real note, but there are lots of corners, and many happen on, or
immediately after, numerous crests and hollows. Unseasonably,
the sun has been our most of the day, and there’s still plenty of
heat left in the road’s surface. I genuinely find it hard to believe
that there’s a faster, more deft, more perfectly suited vehicle with
which to tackle this stretch of asphalt.

Not once do I yearn for a single extra horsepower: the Peugeot
pulls with real gusto from very low revs but has the top-end
energy that’s so vital in a small hot hatch. Its diminutive size is a
real boon - a confirmation that, actually, a greac hot hatch is not
all about genuine downforce, Ring lap times and having 300bhp-
plus. The 208 scythes between the low stone walls with plenty of
room to spare either side of it, allowing the driver to choose their
own cornering line, rather than being a mere prisoner between
an unyielding barrier of hard rock and a painted white line.

There is tremendous cornering grip, to the point where I make
amental note to check if the tyres haven't been swapped for a set
of Cup 2s. The diff is a work of wonder, allowing the chassis to
resist understeer and cutting engine output wastage to zero. But
even more than that, it’s the willingness of the 208 rear axle to
play an active part in cornering, and the sheer agility of the car,
that makes this supermini a special driving experience. For every
mile on the M1 that you might curse the insistent rebound rates
of the dampers, your faith is repaid three times over when the
road gets interesting.

Viv is very impressed, which always says a lot: ‘It amply
rewards commitment, tilting you towards a full-on groove in

IT'S THE SHEER
AGILITY OF

THE CAR THAT
MAKES IT A
SPECIAL DRIVING
EXPERIENCE’

Left: red floor mats are
aneat nodtohot Pugs
of yesteryear; awkward
wheel/dials relationship
Isless likeable. Top left:
brakes are upgraded
Brembo items. Right:
nimble chassis gives
vou plenty of options
inthe corners
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which poke, purchase and body control combine in a really
satisfying way. If you're looking for a narrow band of supreme
ability, the Pug nails it. It's a junior hot hatch that feels
completely “on it™}

And then there’s our young resident hot hatch fan Will
Beaumont, the custodian of this particular 208 on our Fast
Fleet: ‘It relishes being thrown into a corner, and its balance
and hyper-reactive nature give you so many options on the way
through. A small lift here, a tweak of the steering there; a little
dab of the brakes can trim your line or send it sideways, or you
can instantly neutralise any rotation with the throttle.”

Havingsaid all of the above, the 208isn't perfect. The engine is
all but inaudible at times, and together with its occasionally soft
throttle response makes attempting a heel-and-toe downchange
particularly vexing. An odd driving position only exacerbates
the problem, as Will concurs: ‘The pedals are too close and you
almost push down on them rather than flex your heel, while the
steering wheel is too far away and almost totally obscures the
dials — for me at least.

A day later, a different road and different weather, and the
208 begins to struggle. Blasting across the moors in driving
rain, it feels too stiff, the steering a bit nervous, the finesse
from working the controls smoothly hard t© come by. It's still
a very rapid little device, but it requires a firm hand to stop it
going wayward. Yet overall this is a terrifically desirable hot
hatch: small but practical, relatively frugal, and most of all a
car created by people with an obvious passion for enthusiastic
driving. Forthcoming contenders will need to work hard to
dethrone our favourite supermini.

052 www.evo.co.uk

SUPERMINI HIC

ASIT STANDS, THE PEUGEOT 208 GTI
by Paugeat Sport effectively sitsina
class of one. Yes, thereare cars such
asthe Minl Cooper Sand JCW, but
they've bacome alittle toobloated
and ‘upmarket' tobe considered true
superminis. Then there’s the latest
SEAT Ibiza, which gets no spicier
than an FRwith 148bhp andwon't be
Joined by a Cupra. It's a similar story
over at Skoda, where plansforavRS
varlant of the current Fabla have
sunk without trace.

Yet the go-faster supermini
Isn’t dead yet. Unfortunately the
new Volkswagen Polo GTIfalls
somewhat short of the Peugeot's
mark (see page 34), but we're full of

PEUGEOT 208 GTi
by PEUGEDT SPORT

Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1598¢c, turbo
Power 205bhp @ 6000rpm
Torque 221b ft @ 3000rpm
Welght 1160k (180bhp/ton)

0-62mph 6.55ec (claimed)
Top speed 143mph (claimed)
Baslcprice  £23,550
EVOrAting s % 4 Ko

hope for the Toyota Yaris GRMN
(below left) following our drive of a
prototype (evo 239). Alsodebuting
in 2018 will be the latest version of an
old evo favourite, the bantamwelght
Suzuki Swift Sport.
However, the most eagerly
anticipated supermini newcomer s
thenext Ford Fiesta ST (below).
It’s being treated to some hig
changes, the most notable of
which Is adownsized three-cylinder
engine. It's also rumoured to feature
adaptive dampers and configurable
drivermodes, but ifit canretainthe
glant-slaying performance and grin-
a-minute handling of the last one
then it could be areal corker. JD

Order online at magazinedeals.co.uk/xmasm

or call 0330 333 9491 using code P1801XM

This offer closes on the 31st December 2017. The number of Issues published in a 3, 6 or 12 month period will vary for each magazine. The amount of Issues
ordered will be displayed upon checkout. Offer only avallable on subscriptions delivered to UK addresses. All gift subscriptions will begin In January 2018.
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HOT HATCH

HONDA
CivicC
TYPER

by JOHN BARKER

PHOTOGRAPHY by MALCOLM GRIFFITHS

Capable, engaging, useable, practical
and good value — few hot hatches are as
complete as the Civic Type R

O ONE IS UNMOVED BY THE CIVIC. IT'S
as brash and bold as the Golf R is subtle and
demure, With its mahoosive hoop spoiler, it’s
like a throwback to the days when Imprezas and
Evos ruled the practical performance car world.
Kids go nuts for its lairiness, but some grown-ups
who can choose a £30k fast hatch simply won't
consider the Honda because of how it looks.

Which is a great shame because in doing so, they deny themselves
one of the great fast hatch experiences. We rate the Golf Rvery highly,
and we like the Focus RS too, but the Civic Type R transcends them; it
is astonishingly good, not simply in what it does buc how it feels and,
ergo, how it makes you feel.

The Type R drives like all the spoilers and body extensions and
scoops say it will - like a track car. Its steering is direct, slack-free and
beefy, its chassis has a tautness cthat suggests a bias for smooth, warm
asphalt, and its brakes bite right from the top of the pedal. All of which
makes it sound like everyday comfort and usability has been sacrificed
for that record front-wheel-drive Niirburgring lap time, right?

Wrong. Over your first few miles of craggy B-road, the Civic treads
so deftly, so calmly, that you can’c help but smile; you are witnessing
something remarkable, something thar will stay with you. The last time
this happened for me in this class was when I drove the Renault Sport
Mégane R26.R, and it was for the same reasons: wonderfully engaging
and precise handling and a superb ride. Like the Mégane, the Civic makes
every drive a joy, any corner an opportunity to experience a little magic.

In assoclatlonwith WWHAMA
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Top: great seats, great steering,
great gearshift - there’s so
muchthat feels soright from
the Civic's driver’s seat. Above
and right: exterior stylingis
perhaps alittlaless easy tolove,
butif you're not a fan, we urge
you tolook beyond it

In assoclation with
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‘Ilove how the chassisis never fazed yetisn'taloof,’ says deputy
editor Adam Towler. ‘It steers really well, purs its power down
cleanly, and even the brakes are exemplary. It's a great example
of how the Ring can be a positive influence,’

Quite. Commit the Type R hard to a warm, dry corner and
you'll feel it slice immediately for the apex - no response lag,
no tyre slip — and if you then give it full throtele it will simply
accelerate. No wheelspin, no widening of the line and absolutely
no corruption through the steering wheel. Itis amazing. And the
turbo engine is a gem, too, managing to sound and feel like a
gutsy naturally aspirated in-line four with a thrilling top end.

The stripped-outr R26.R delivered incredible grip with the
help of slick-like (and noisy) trackday tyres, but the Honda uses
regular Continentals. Super-low-profile SportContacts, granted,
but they work precty well in the cold and wet. And this Honda has
all the space and kit you could wish for, and it’s refined, too. In
fact, as a family car the only thing it lacks is a belt for the middle
seat in the back.

‘What I love most of all abour it is the way it can be so many
things, sometimes all at the same time,’ adds Towler. ‘That’s the
essence of a great hot hatch for me, and is what lifts the Type R
above more specialised examples like the Mégane and Golf
Clubsport S’

Road test editor James Disdale agrees: ‘Even a short drive will
leave you open-mouthed atwhat Honda has managed to squeeze
out of what is essentially a humble family hatchback. Yet ability
doesn’t come at the expense of character because the Type Ris as
fun as it is fast. Bullseye!’

The seats are superb and low slung, the gearshift snappy, the
pedal spacing spot on, the throttle response pretty good. And it
never lets up, ruchlessly exposing weaknesses in the opposition
that you didn'e realise were there. In our Supertest (evo 241)

HONDA
CIVIC TYPE R

Englne In-line 4-cyl, 1996¢x, turbo
Power 316bhp @ 6500rpm
Torque 205[b ft @ 2500-4500rpm

Welght 1380kg (233bhp/ton)
0-62mph 5.8sec (claimed)
Top speed 169mph (claimed)
Baslcprice  £30995
evorating sk okk ok

it had little trouble beating the fancied Focus RS and the SEAT
Leon Cupra 300, trouncing them on both road and track.

Remarkably, there is no Type R department at Honda like
there is AMG at Mercedes or M GmbH at BMW. The credit for this
car goes to project leader Hideki Kakinuma and the small team
he hand-picked from the business. And one of the reasons this
model is more complete than the last is that this time the Type R
team was in on development of the base Civic from the start.

Managing editor lan Eveleigh drove the previous-generation
Type R as a longterm test car: ‘I had worried thac the FK8,
with its aim to be more useable, might wipe away some of the
character of the more raw FK2, but not a bit of it. The rough edges
have been polished away - not least the overly harsh ride — bucit’s
actually made for an even better driving experience.’

Polished is just the word to describe the Civic. It’s not just what
this Type R does but how it does it that makes it so compelling.
It feels like it has been obsessively developed and honed to great
depth by people who know what they are doing and exactly what
they want to achieve. This exceptional level of finesse is a quality
shared by all evo five-star cars, and it’s amazing that you can
enjoy such rare brilliance as this price point.

‘It’s remarkably good value,’ says Towler. ‘For £31k you get a
car that will nudge 170mph, stay with just about anything on the
road, look after the novice driver but involve the experienced,
feel completely at home on a trackday without so much as a
tweak of anything, seat four in comfort, offer a generously sized
boor, be entirely useable every day...’

It's such a complete package that youwonder how Honda does
it for the money. Dynamically, the Golf R is also very polished,
and the Focus RS is more powerful and entertainingly oversteery,
which can be fun. But by some margin the mad-looking Civic is
the daddy. So good, in fact, that you'd be mad to ignore it.

HOT HATCH HIGHLY COMMENDED

AMONG THE MANY GO-FASTER
family machines are a couple of
standout performersinthe form

of the Volkswagan Golf R and the
Hyundaii3o N (below). While the
presence of the former herewill
come as no surprise, the Inclusion
of the latteris likely toraise afew
ayebrows. Yet aswe discovered In
evo 241, the superheated Hyundai
is something of a revelation. Grippy,
poised and hugely entertaining, the
130 Nis a serious plece of kit that
deserves your attention. Ifitwasa
little less flabby onthe scales and
hadan engine with a heftier punch (it

currently has 271bhp In Performance
Package spec), then the N could
have toppled the Honda.

By contrast, the VW Golf R
(below) is avery different typeof
hot hatch. Subtle looks, four-wheel
drive and a suave Image mean the
grown-up Golf doesn't immediately
shout about Its potential. Yet while
[t speaks softly, the Rcarries avery
big stick. Its 306bhp 2-litre engineis
positively punchy, but it's the cast-
fron composure and unflappable
polse across switchback B-roads
that really highlight that this Is a car
tinged with greatness. JD
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SPORTS SALOON

ALFA ROMEO
GIULIA VELOCE

by DAVID VIVIAN

PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT

With 276bhp and a talented chassis,
the Giulia Veloce brings a good dose of the
Quadrifoglio’s magic to a wider audience

HAT IT IS TO BE AN ITALIAN
car maker. A blithe disregard for
consistency has to figure and Alfa
Romeo knows this better than most.
Over the decades the Milanese-
born marque - these days based in
Turin - has lurched between lovely
and lamentable with equal facility
and, in the 4C, managed to combine both extremes in one car.
Then again, through much of the nineties and noughties nearly all
Alfas were defined by a shifting palette of unresolved talents cthat
hinted at past glories but somehow ended up being mediocre. None
of which, of course, necessarily precludes a hike to the sun-kissed
uplands of rival-vanquishing excellence. But for an underachieving
brand that had taken great gulps from the well of goodwill, the
Giulia Veloce isn't just a recurn to form but simply stunning.

With 2016’s 503bhp, twin-turbocharged V6 Giulia Quadrifoglio,
Alfa gave notice that it was back and, against the odds, selling a
car that could stick it to the German supersaloon hegemony. In
some ways, this year’s four-cylinder Veloce is still more rewarding,
a purer steer that drives an even bigger wedge between itself
and the tautly Teutonic, speedy-by-the-numbers competition. It
effectively plugs the gap between the regular 197bhp petrol Giulia
and the properly ballistic range-topper but, in truch, is a masterful
compromise, offering a decent chunk of the Quadrifoglio’s straighe-
line performance and aesthetic presence (if, sadly, not its baritone

In assoclation with wYOKOHAMA
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singingvoice) for two-thirds of the price. Perhaps most remarkably
ofall, italso brings elements of chassis behaviour you'd swear had
been lifted from the McLaren and Lotus playbooks.

Not unconnected is the Veloce's comparatively lean 142%9kg
weight, a motive burden released from the need to carry the
Quadrifoglio’s beefed-up underpinnings and fat boots. Moreover,
the turbocharged 1995cc in-line four puts less weight over the
front axle yet still delivers a muscular 276bhp atr 5250rpm and
2951b ft of torque at just 2250rpm. With ratios chopped and
swapped by a notably swift and smooth eight-speed torque-
converter auto, that's 62mph in 5.7sec on the way to a top speed of
149mph. Enough for most circumstances.

And just abour perfect for the ridiculously entertaining road
that heaves, flicks and swoops across the North York Moors
between Kirkbymoorside and Castleton. Hang in there on a
traffic-free day and it's a wild ride, a ruthless test of suspension
compression and rebound composure over rapidly fluctuating
surfaces and cambers. The Veloce is up for the challenge, too,
feeling collaborative and willing to indulge. It doesn't do spikey. It
doesn’t do hunkered down. It doesn’tdo grip-and-whoa. And, with
no perceptible throttle lag, it doesn'’t feel turbocharged. Rather,
the Veloce’s impressive pace is born of terrific low- and mid-range
powertrain flexibility (if no great desire to rev out), supple yet
precisely controlled damping, consistency of grip and at least a
few degrees of ESP-metered adjustability around an inherently
neutral balance - though, regrertably, it's impossible to turn off
the ESP completely to see how the chassis fares in extremis.

‘NO MERC OR BMW FEELS SO SIMULTANEOUSLY FEISTY AND FINESSED.
AND THE GAP WIDENS WHEN YOU CONSIDER THE RIDE QUALITY

Clockwise fromright:
‘DNA'drive-mode controller
allows dampling to be set
independently; 18-inch
wheels helpride quality (195
are optional); aluminium
gearshift paddlesajoy to
use; 02 badgingindicates
fitment of the optional
limited-slip differential

ALFA ROMED
GIULIA VELOCE

Englne In-line 4-cyl, 1995¢c, turbo
Power 276bhp @ 5250rpm
Torque 295b ft @ 2250rpm
Welght 1420kg (196bhp/ ton)

0-62mph 5.7sec (claimed)
Top speed 140mph (claimed)
Baslcprice  £33,260
evorating ok kot
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‘That’s ano-no, complains de p ed Adam Towler but, otherwise,
he gets the Giulia Veloce immediately, and loves the fact that, for
once, he isn’t driving a sports saloon from Stuttgart or Munich.
“You feel it the moment you climb into the car,” he says. ‘It's the
driving position, the simple interior. All right, the engine isn’t
exactly exuberant, but it’s still far sweeter than anything the
Germans can do with four pots and a turbocharger.

‘Move off, and the real differences show. It’s just so fluid and
supple. It doesn't have to scream “I'M SPORTY!” at you every
second of a journey to prove it's a proper sports saloon. And
that suppleness just doesn't come at the expense of handling
proficiency, because the Veloce is every bit as capable - no, make
that more capable — than the competition. This is a car that you
can really drive hard, and it always feels light, up on its toes,
willing to change direction and game for more.’

To begin with, the direct steering can seem disconcertingly
light given its about-centre responsiveness and the front end’s
eager turn-in. But you soon come to appreciate and lean on the
helm’s accuracy and trust its subtle bur finely resolved feedback.
No Merc or BMW feels so simultaneously feisty and finessed.
And the gap widens when you consider the quality of the Alfa’s
ride, which, as Adam discovered, is exceptionally fine by any
standards, ler alone for a car with such gifted handling. It is
uncanny. The only other cars [ can think of capable of amassing
serious speed on this kind of road with such a polished fusion of
pliancy and control come from Lotus and McLaren, and it really
doesn’t get any better than that. Braking power is formidable,
o, even if the rather numb pedal feel makes it harder than it
should be to modulate the pressure to a silky stop, especially
when the pads are cold.

Staff writer Will Beaumont is another unthrilled by the
engine’s reluctance to rev, but is beguiled by the overall driving

experience nonetheless: ‘The chassis is so supple, absorbing
every nasty bump or pothole that appears. But although the
suspension’s compression seems soft, there’s surprisingly litcle
roll - it responds attentively to the fast steering — and rebound
is firm enough to keep the body controlled over crests. You'd
think the differences in character between bump and rebound
would make the chassis feel disjointed and unpredictable, but far
from it. It’s never knocked off line by road imperfections, yet it’s
always alerc”

There are a few caveats, but we all agree that the Giulia Veloce
looks and feels as if it benefits from all the special parts and
efforc that went into creating the terrific Giulia Quadrifoglio. It
may lack that model’s charisma and mighty performance, but
that doesn’t stop it being the best all-round sports saloon you can
currently buy.

SPORTS SALOON HIGHLY COMMENDED

THERE'S ANARGUMENT THAT THE
Mercedes-AMG C43 s one of the
best-kept fast four-door secrets.
Livingin the shadow of the raucous
C63, It often gets overlooked, yet
drive one andyou'll discover a saloon
with abilities that run deep. It'll also
arguably show aC62 aclean set of
Michelins when the conditions are
less than ideal thanks to Its 4Matic
all-wheel drive enabling you to make
the most of the 362bhp turba V6.
It's a discreet, comfortable and

practical daily driver, yet that AMG
magic s never far from the surface.

The sleek and sophisticated
AudiS4playsitscards even
closer toits chest. Its 349bhp
turbocharged V6 Is apotent
performer, while quattrotraction
allows you to exploit every last drop
of horsepower, but you have to work
harder for rewards with the Audi,
which only starts tocome alive
when you put some serious load
through its chassis.

Inassoclation with WYOKOHAMA
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SUPERSALOON

ALFA ROMEO
GIULIA
QUADRIFOGLIO

by JAMES DISDALE

PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT

Assaloon with the passion and performance
of a supercar: the Quadrifoglio completes
a stunning double for Alfa

OW MANY TIMES HAD WE BEEN THERE?
How many times had we listened to the
hype, crossed our fingers and dared to
believe ths . the new Alfa Romeo
was going to be the one: the one that
signalled the criumphant return of this
once glorious brand after decades in the
doldrums? Too many times, is the answer.
And yet, when Alfa revea that it was reviv the Giulia name
for its new compact saloon, we all felt that familiar feeling of hope
rising once again. Then it was revealed that it would be rear-wheel
drive, and there would be a 503bhp Que glio version. This
had to be it. Finally Alfa was going to deliver the sort of car that its
rich back-catalogue so desperately deserved. For once, we weren't
ppointed.

So what’s so good about this Alfa? For starters, just look at it.
Compared with the aggressive and steroidal contenders from BMW
M and Mercedes-AMG, the subtly enhanced Giulia strikes the
perfect balance of style and sporting intent. Look closely and you'll
find plenty of neart details, including the black mesh bonnet vents,
the quad exhausts and, of course, the gorgeous enamel cloverleaf
badges on the front wings. To make the most of the Giulia’s curv
really needs to be finished in Competizione Red with silver wh
as pictured here. That's not an opinion - it’s a fact.

The Alfa’s claim to greatness is bolstered when you climb aboard.
The driving position is reminiscent of a McLaren’s, as you sit behind
avirtually upright wheel (thin-rimmed and exquisitely contoured)
while adopting a race car-style straight-legged posture. Then there
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are the optional carbonfibre-shelled Sparco front seats, which
areas good to look at as they are hugely supportive. Glance ahead
and you'll spot the carbonfibre weave in the trailing edge of the
bonnet - another indicator that this Alfa is something special.
The same lightweight material is also used for the bootlid, roof
and propshaft, while the wings and door-skins are aluminium.

Philippe Krief, the engineer behind Ferrari’s 458 Speciale,
had a hand in the Giulia’s development, and it doesn’t take
long before you see and feel his influence. There’s the bright
red starter button thar sits on the steering wheel and the huge
metal gearshift paddles that are linked to a slick and speedy
eight-speed automatic gearbox. Then there’s the steering itself,
which is extremely quick, with little more than a quarter of a turn
needed for most roundabouts and junctions. The ride is supple,
too, just like a Ferrari’s in its bumpy road setting.

After the stfflegged gaits of the Alfa’s German rivals, this
easy-goingnature iswelcome on the long dragalong the M4 to our
photo location in the Brecon Beacons. As is the Giulia's effortless
performance, the twin-turbocharged 2.9-litre V6 (Ferrari-based
— although neither side likes to talk abourt it) propelling the
Giulia forward with a muscular and lag-free delivery. There’s no
sense of inertia — simply squeeze the throttle an inch to pick off
slower traffic at will. It's not the most charismatic-sounding of
engines, but on a long, three-lane schlep I'll take reticent over
raucous any day.

Leaving the monotony of the motorway and pointing the
Alfa’s curvaceous nose towards mid-Wales reveals another
side to its character — one that’s surprisingly easy to access. As
editor Gallagher has mentioned in his Fast Fleet reports (it’s his
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"THE GIULIA FEELS ALIVE AND
CONNECTED ON THESE SINUOUS
AND UNDULATING WELSH ROADS’

car we've snaffled for the pictures, so it'll be a case of ‘steady as
she goes’ on the mountain roads if I'm to avoid a P45), switching
between the Giulia’s driver modes is a piece of panettone. The
seemingly infinite variations of engine, steering, throttle and
damper settings of its rivals are nowhere to be seen. Instead
there’s the straightforward DNA rotary controller, which gives
you a choice between Advanced Efficiency, Natural, Dynamic
and Race, each one ramping up the damper stiffness, chrottle
sharpness and steering weight (you can also manually override
the damper settings for a softer ride while in the more aggressive
modes). And that’s it. No multiple buttons to press and none of
the endless pick ‘n’ mix combinations to choose from.

Even in Natural, the Giulia feels alive and connected across
these sinuous and undulating Welsh roads. The steering is light,
but it delivers just enough useful feedback, and once I've got used
to its electrifying rate of response, I'm soon trusting the messages
it sends, all of which are telling me there’s limpet-like front-end
grip. Traction is impressive, too, and the adaptive dampers soak
up bumpswhile keeping body movementswellincheck, meaning
the Alfa glides over these roads with a rare fluidity.

Switch to Dynamic and things get a little more serious. The

engine note changes to a deeper timbre, the dampers tense
up, there’s greater heft to the wheel, the stability control takes
a step back and the throttle becomes more alert. Now the Alfa
picks these roads apart with some real intent. It never bullies the
tarmac into submission; it simply feels taut, responsive and very,
very fast. There’s more freedom to use the combination of quick
steering, quick gearshifts and the prodigious poke of the engine
to tweak your corner-exit trajectory with the throttle, too.

Now twist the DNA knob around to Race and the ESP's
shackles are removed completely and the dampers are at their
stiffest— alchough on these roads it’s just a little too firm, so they
need knocking back to ‘mid’ Yet there’s nothing to fear from
the electronically unfettered Alfa, because the transition from
grip to slip is so progressive, while that wrist-flick rack makes
light work of any waywardness. And while the Giulia will play
the lairy lout, its electronically controlled differendal prefers to
drive out of the corners as quickly as possible - sideways is the
slow way, as any racer will tell you.

The Alfa’s not perfect, mind. That twin-turbo engine serves
up blistering pace, bur it doesn’t have the soundtrack to match.
Its bassy woofle at idle and muted roar when extended add a
lictle drama, but I long for the cry of the company’s iconic Busso
V6s. And while the optional carbon-ceramic brakes serve up
stupendous stopping power when warmed through, they’re as
snatchy as a tired toddler when taking it easy.

But these niggles can’t dull our immense affection for the
glorious Giulia, the supersaloon that’s shot throughwith the soul
of a supercar. Welcome back, Alfa Romeo — the wait has been
agonising, but oh-so worth it.

EVO CAR OF THE YEAR: SUPERSALOON

ALFA ROMED

GIULIA QUADRIFOGLID

Englne V6, 2891cc, twin-turbo
Power 503bhp @ 6500rpm
Torque 443Ib ft @ 2500-5500rpm
Welght 1620ke (315hhp/ tor)

0-62mph 389sec (claimed)
Topspeed  19Imph (claimed)
Baslcprice  £61,505
evorating 4 4k ok

Above: twin-turba Ve
has Ferrariints DNA and
it shows, with lag-free
response and a torrent
of power asrevsrise.
Left:steeringis super
quick and gives just
enough feedback to
build confidence

SUPERSALOON HIGHLY COMMENDED

THISWASONE OF THEMOST
closely fought sectors and, given
the brilllance of the mechanically
Identical M4 Competition Package,
its four-door BMW M3 cousinwas
unlucky not to take the honours.
It'sthe suspensionupgrades that
arethe key to smoothing out the
somewhat uneven appeal of the
M3, giving it the approachable and
engaging handling that the spikier
standard car lacks. This meansyou
can push the Competition Package
M3 hard without the nagging feeling
thatit’ll spityou off ina fit of poorly
telegraphed pique. The artificially
enhanced engine-note remains, but
the 444bhp straight-six’s scorching

pace makesit easier to live with. And
you can still have amanual gearbox.
The Mercedes-AMG E63
also came close to toppling the
Alfa, thanks in nosmallpart tolts
masterpiece of a twin-turbo Ve -
few productionunits are finer.We
plumped for the standard 563bhp
car over the 603bhp Sbecause its
talents are more rounded and, much
as it brings on fits of schoolboy
glggles inthe right environment, the
S's Drift Mode Is largely Irrelevant
giventhe four-wheel-drive set-up
allows you to oversteer with the
best. Youcan get eitherE63 asan
estate, too, which Instantly makes
them tenper cent cooler. JD
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CAR OF THE YEAR
SPORTS CAR

LOTUS
ELISE
SPORT 220

by COLIN GOODWIN

PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT

The ingredients for a great sports car have
never really changed — low weight, keen
responses, pure driver enjoyment — and

the 220 combines them to perfection

ARD TO BELIEVE IT'S TWENTY-ONE
years since I drove out of Hethel’s gates
in a Series 1 Elise that [ was to spend
the next 50,000 miles and two years
driving. It never conked out, never
failed to get from A to B, and never
stopped entertaining me while doing so.
It went to the Ring. Irtook a toddler and
myself camping in France. I damned nearly lived in the thing.

Much has happened at Lotus since. Changes of owners and
bosses, fantasy model plans and a steady stream of Elises, Exiges
and Evoras with a baffling array of names: Cups, Sprints, GTs,
Sports and a host of numbers denoting power or power-to-
weight. Sometimes you forget that Lotus still makes a simple
Elise. It’s called the Sport and there are two versions: one with a
naturally aspirated 134bhp 1.6-litre engine and the other witha
supercharged 1.8 that produces 217bhp (220PS).

The weight has gone up over the years but the Sport 220 still
weighs anly 904kg, which compared with just abour everything
else on the road is still precty light. An S1 would have needed
175bhp to match its power-to-weight ratio of 244bhp per ton.

Step into the 2017 Elise and you can see where some of the
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extra weight has come from. Compared with my old 51, the Sport

a limousine, with (optional) carpets, smart trim and
electric windows, although compared with most modern cars,
the little Lotus is still on the spartan side. Truch is, I fancy a lictle
bit more comfort than I did 21 years ago and I suspect many
customers would say the same.

No air-conditioning, of course, and certainly no infotainment.
There’s a simple head unit in the Sport, into which you can plug
your musical source of choice, but I would be happy with the
stripped-out Sprint version’s blanking plate. The options list is
pretty comprehensive and includes most of the parts required
to turn a Sport into a Sprine, including forged alloys and a
lichium-ion battery. And, if you really want to blow some cash, a
£4000 titanium exhaust system, though that'd hure on a car that
already costs £39,300. One oprion that's really worth a look is the
carbonfibre sill covers. It's not so much that they look cool, but
their strength means that they are fitted closer to the extruded
aluminium chassis underneath them and thar reduces sill heighrt
by 10mm. Unless you're a 12-year-old gymnast, every bit of help

0 get into an Elise when the roof’s up is always welcome. They
are another £1200, min

The Sport 220's power- ight ratio is perfect. The entry-
level car’s power is a bit too modest and the next Elise up from
the 220, the Cup 250, has more than you ne Not surprisingly,
the 220 is fast, burwhat’s particularly impre e is how good its
engine feels. For a modern four-cylinder it also sounds fantastic,
almostas if it’s drinking and breathing through a pair of DCOEs.

The power delivery has an old-fashioned flavour to it, too,
the characteristic way a supercharged engine feels as if it’s got

068 www.evo.co.uk

"TWENTY-ONE YEARS ON AND
NO ONE HAS MATCHED THE
ELISE IN TERMS OF UNDILUTED
DRIVING ENJOYMENT’

a larger cubic capacity racher than simply more power. So the
power builds seamlessly and, with gearing that is perfectly
matched, thrust out of corners or when overtaking is impressive.
Lotus’s open-gate gearlever is a big improvement on previous
shifters and sexy enough to not need a surround or gaiter, which
saves a few grams. Editor Gallagher goes further: ‘The new
gearshiftis one of the best in the industry, he says, ‘right up there
with Porsche’s speed manual, as ficted to its GT road cars.

On a fantastic blast around Sussex for the photographs, the
weather is dreary and wet with plenty of leaves on the road.
What's impressive is how Lotus’s DPM (Dynamic Performance
Management) stability control manages the breakaway and
recovery in such a smooth way. It lets you feel that the car is
moving but brings it back in gently without a sharp cut in power.

Both the Sport and the lighter, more focused Sprine are firred
with Yokohama Advan Neovas, 175 section on the frontand 205s
on the back, which have a surprising amount of grip in the wet.
Thatsaid, DPM is still busy today. In the dry, the grip is prodigious
and, on the public road at least, sliding about is unl:

EVO CAR OF THE YEAR: SPORTS CAR

Where you can feel the weight, compared with an 51 or early
S2, isin the steering. It's surprisingly heavy when you're parking
bur also when you're feeling for front-end grip or correcting a
slip wicth DPM off. Still, a quick ride in an Alfa Romeo 4C Spider
in these conditions would put into perspective how sweetly the
Lotus steers and handles (and how the Alfa doesn

You should by now have picked up a cercain whiff of nostalgia
emanating from these pages. As John Barker says: ‘There’s
a wonderfully retro feel about this Elise, in all the right ways.
It’s light like most modern cars aren’t, sounds enthusiastic, and
the gutsy engine flings it effortlessly down the road. Of course,
you get grippy handling, a great ride and there’s a solid, quality
feel too. This is a great Elise.’ Retro is an obvious word to use
butit's an unfortunate one because it implies old-fashionedness.
Actually, sports cars should never have gone away from the
original blueprine of low weight, accurate steering with accurate
feedback, supple suspension and overall simplicity.

“Twenty-one years on and no one has matched the Elise in
terms of undiluted driving enjoyment,’ says Gallagher. ‘It feels
as refreshingly brilliant as it did when we first drove it, only now
every area has been improved upon.’

This Eli the opening statement in the case against ever-
more-powerful supercars. It’s impossible to avoid ng the
clichéd argument that this Lotus has all the performance that
you need today. Writing about a car like the McLaren 7208 gives

Left: gearshift now one of the best around; exposed selector mechanismis anice
touch; carbonfibre sill covers reduce weight by 0.8kg and make the door aperture
slightly bigger, too. Below: stability control kept busy In these conditions
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an opportunity to use some new adjectives and expletives, butin
the back of your mind there’s always the thought: ‘But what's the
point of all this performance?’ At least there is in my mind.

It’s not just the Sport 220's realistic performance chat appeals,
there’s also its modest dimensions. It's so easy to place on the
road and position for corners. The sight of a van or large car
coming the other way on a country lane doesn’t bring with it the
clenching of the wheel and worried focusing of the eyes that you
experience in over-wide sports cars like a Jaguar F-type. Time
spent in this car has been a tonic. A glorious relief from a life that
these days is spent writing endlessly about SUVs and listening to
nonsense spoken about self-driving cars .

The Lotus Elise Sport 220 shows not only how it used to be
done, but how it should still be done.

LOTUS ELISE
SPORT 220

Above right: almost
plush compared with
veryearlyElises, but
stillwonderfully spare
and driver-focused

compared with most

Englne In-fine 4-cyl, 1798cc, modern sports cars.
supercharged Right: forged alloys look

Power 217bhp @ 6800rpm great; stopping power
Torque 18417t @ 4600rpm boostedby AP Racing
Welght 904k (244bhp/tor) twin-pot front calipers

0-62mph 4.65ec {claimed)
Top speed 145mph (claimed)
Baslcprice  £39,300
evorating kA ok ok ok
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SPORTS CAR HIGH

WHERE DO YOU START WITH THE
Abarth 124 Spider? Theretro-
themed matt-black bonnet alone
would be enough toeanit aplace
onany eCoty shortlist, aswould

the rasping note from Its quartet

of tallpipes. Yet these additions are
Just the tantalising starters tothe
main course, whichisthe Italian
roadster's ability to smear amassive
grinacross your face every imeyou
climb behind the wheel. No matter
what the time or place, the rear-
wheel-drive Abarth'stransition from
griptoslip at even modest speeds
makes it more fun for more of the
time than almost any other car. Its
tarquey turbocharged four-cylinder
motor plays its part here, allowing

you to alter your angle of attack
almost at will. A snappy gearshift
and brisk performance complete the
laugh-out-loud package.

Ifyou get your kicks from
precislon and outright performance,
then the exquisite Lotus 3-Eleven
will be right up your favourite
B-road, or circuit. There are road and
raceversions but, with thelr open
cockpits and aggressive aero, both
look and feel like pukka motorspart
refugees. That Impression is only
enhanced on the move, where
scalpel-sharp handling and an
almest non-stop flow of Information
make the low-slung Lotus one of
the fastest and most absorbing
machines ever to grace tarmac. JD
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CAR OF THE YEAR

COUPE

BMW M4
COMPETITION
PACKAGE

by JAMES DISDALE

PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT

Transformed into the car it should have
been from the start, this reworked M4 is
now the pick of the coupe bunch

HERE MUST BE DAYS WHEN THOSE AT
BMW's M division wish the E30 M3 had
never seen the light of day. That boxy slice of
'80s motoring perfection is rightly regarded
as one of the best drivers’ cars ever made, but
it’s also been a millstone around the neck of
any subsequent compact saloon or coupe
wearing the M badge. Heavier and lacking
the original's competition pedigree, these later machines were
great, but not always the greatest. There was often a caveat or
two that kept them from being considered among the pantheon
of all-time performance car heroes.

And in the case of the F82 M4, the critics had a point. When
it landed in 2014, it was the first two-door 3-series to ditch the
M3 tag and, most shockingly, it abandoned natural aspiration
in favour of turbocharging. With its muscle-ripped bodywork,
gaping vents and thuggish stance, the F82 was the most
convincing looking ‘small’ M-car since the E30, but that forced-
induction motor meant it flattered to deceive.

Performance wasn’t a problem — 425bhp and 406lb fr saw
to that. It was the brutal torque delivery that really upset the
applecart, often overwhelming a chassis and steering set-up that
weren't the greatest communicators. Driving the M4 with any
sort of intent in slippery conditions was often a journey into the
unknown as the car would break into wild wheelspin and snap-
slides at the merest drop of a throttle pedal.

Case closed on the M4, then? Not so fast. Since its launch, BMW
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has constantly tweaked the M4 (and the M3 saloon), culminating
in this, the 2018 Model Year M4 Competition Package.

A big part of the M4's redemption can be traced to that
Competition Package, which runs to stiffer springs, recalibrared
adaptive dampers, a remapped rear differential and 20-inch alloy
wheels. Power is also increased, by 19bhp, but the muscle-bound
torque peak remains unchanged. In isolation, these changesdon’t
look like a lot, but in combination with the M division’s relentless
fertling, they combine to make the M4 something of gem.

This was highlighted most vividly during our first Supertest
(evo 240), where the BMW dusted both the new Audi RS5 and
the Mercedes-AMG C63 S. And chis wasn’t a skin-of-the-teeth
victory; it was an emphatic trouncing.

From the moment you get behind the wheel of this M4, you
know you're going to be firm friends. You sit low, in a deep bucket
seat that holds you in all the right places, while the chunky three-
spoke steering wheel feels great in your hands. Prod the starter
button and the 3-litre straight-six snarls encouragingly into life,
while blipping the throttle elicits a deep mechanical growl that,
though still synthetically enhanced via the stereo’s speakers,
sounds far more authentic than before. Even at low speeds, the
car sends out all the right messages. As contributing editor John
Barker notes: ‘Get rolling in the M4 Competition Package and
there’s a graininess to the ride and a tactility through the wheel
that suggests lightness and connection.’

Start to work the car harder, though, and its qualities shine
through with almost dazzling brilliance. That turbocharged
engine is a corker, for starters. There's still lots of low-down
torque ready to unsettle the chassis at the flex of your right foort,
but it’s more predictable and progressive than before, which
allows you to make the most of the prodigious performance. It
pays to push on, though, because the engine revs with an almost
naturally aspirated enthusiasm, getting stronger and stronger as
it howls towards the 7000rpm red line.

Yet it's the suspension tweaks that have played the biggest
part in the M4's turnaround in fortunes. Combined with near-
perfect weight distribution (front to back and side to side), the
result is a beautifully judged handling balance. Put some real
load through the BMW’s chassis and it rewards like nothing else
this side of a dedicated sports car. The leaf- and grime-smeared
east-coast roads used for our e Coty shoot would have brought me
out ina cold, clammy-handed sweatin the original M4, but in the

BMW M4 COMPETITION PACKAGE

Engine In-line 6-cyl, 2079¢c, twin-turbo -~ 0-62mph

Power 444bhp @T7000rpm Topspeed
Torque 4061b ft @ 1850-5500rpm Baslcprice
Welght 1560kg (289bhp/ton) evorating

4.25ec (claimed)
155mph (limited)
£62,080

o dede Aok

Top left: cabin gets
the basics right, and
Ishome toImproved
engine noises. Above
right: chassisis
beautifully balanced,
power delivery now
farmore progressive

Competition Package I'm drawn into hustling it with the level of
confidence you'd normally reserve for a hot hatch.

The steering still lacks that final degree of feedback, but it’s
meatily weighted, precise and connected to a front axle that bites
with real conviction. The strong grip allows you to lean hard on
the front, while the combination of a far more predictable rear
end and smoother power delivery allows you to trim your line at
will on the throttle. The damping is pretty much spot-on, too. The
low-speed ride is firm but never uncomfortable, while upping the
pace reveals tight body control that allows you to attack crests,
dips and sudden bumps with real conviction, never fearing the
car will be knocked off line or run our of answers.

As seems to be the fashion these days, there are virtually
limitless combinations of driving settings to choose from, and,
like Alice falling down the rabbit hole, you can lose yourselfin a
bewildering world of almost endless set-ups. Yet find your perfect
combination (I settle on Normal for steering and damping, Sport
for the throttle) and you can program it into one of the steering
wheel’s two ‘M’ shortcut buttons to access the BMW's talents the
instant the road ahead opens up.

As deputy editor Adam Towler concludes: ‘It's completely
bemusing that this is based on the same M4 that used to be
such a disappoinement. The Competition Package car couldn’t
be more different, to the point where I felt entirely comfortable
driving around in it with all the stability systems switched off,
enjoying the challenge of measuring out the engine’s delivery,
but not fearing the unexpected.’ It really is that good, the M4
Competition Package. In fact it's good enough to mention in the
same breath —whisper it — as the E30 M3.

COUPE HIGHLY COMMENDED

YOU HAVE TO DIG DEEP TO DISCOVER
what makes the Audi RSS abit
special, but It'sworththe effort
because, whenyou really work it, the
RS5 proves to be one of Ingolstadt's
best efforts inyears. It'snot as
expressive as the M4, granted, but
thetightly controlled, precise and
aglle RS5 can cover ground with
devastating alacrity. You expect the
traction from the quattro four-wheel
drive, and even the torso-crushing
thrust from the 444bhp 2.9-litre
biturbo V6, but it's the guality of the
damping that really leaves its mark,
the Audi dispatching every bump,
crest and compression with an

unshakeable self-assurance. Andyet
at the touch of abutton|t tumsinto
asilky-smooth grand tourer that fits
effortlessly Into the daily grind.

The Porsche 911Carrera GTS
Isamore single-minded coupe, its
niggly ride and aural backdrop of
road nolse and gravelly flat-six a
constant reminder thatyou're here
to drive. Andyou'llwant to, because
this s the best serles-production 911
you canbuy. Its electrically assisted
stearingis one of the best set-ups
yet, the scintillating acceleration
barely lags behind a 911 Turba's, and
the outrigger engine still delivers a
unigue handling balance. JD
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PORSCHE MACAN GTS

CAR OF THE YEAR by JAMES DISDALE

| PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT

Porsche has defied the sceptics — and several of
ics —with an SUV that really does

UT SIMPLY, THE MACAN TURNS
the SUV rules of engagement on
their head. Up until now, most have
been so dynamically compromised,
Porsche’s larger Cayenne included,
that a drive in one caused your heart
to sink faster than the fuel gauge in an AMG G63.
Not the Macan, and particularly notin GTS guise.

It all stares with the driving position, which
despite the raised ride height gives the sense that
youre hunkered low in the car, helping create
an impression of an instant connection with the
tarmac. Then there’s the steering, which has more
than a hint of the weight and response of a 911 or
Boxster. There's plenty of bite on turn-in, oo, the
Macan locking tenaciously onto your chosen line
and clinging on gamely all the way to the exit.
Four-wheel drive means there’s lots of traction to
fireyouup the nexcstraight, yet the rear-biased set-
up delivers surprising adjustability, particularly
when the surface is slippery - out of slower corners
you can even indulge in some bouts of subtle
oversteer showboating.

Yet it's the Macan’s body control that really has
vou scrarching your head at the physics-defying
magic that Porsche hasweaved into the springs and
standard adaptive dampers. In its sportiest setting,
the GTS feels taut and composed, resisting roll in
away nothing this tall — or heavy - should be able
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WE'D ALWAYS PREFER A FAST
estate, but of the SUVsout there
the Jaguar F-Pace is worthy

of mention asit feels more agile
and engaging than its helght

and welght would suggest. The
Porsche Cayenne is good, too.
It’s stilla big old bus, but handles
well andis impressively refined. JD

PORSCHE
MACAN GTS

Englne V6, 2097cc,

win-turbo
Power 355bhp @ 6000rpm
Torque 3691 ft @1850-4000rpm
Welght 1895k (190bhp/ton)

0-62mph 5.2sec (claimed)
Top speed 159mph (claimed)
Baslcprice  £55158
eVOTating s Aok Ko

to. Sharp crests and compressions are shrugged
off with disdain, while mid-corner bumps are
steamrollered into submission. No, it’s not delicate
or even that involving, but there’s a curious
satisfaction to be had from driving a 1895kg SUV
that'll dust most hot hatches on a testing B-road.

The Macan can live with these pocket rockets on
the straights, too, its turbocharged 355bhp 3-litre
V6 allowing it to cover the 0-62mph sprint in just
5.2 seconds. Granted it’s not the most charismatic-
sounding engine, even with the added crackle of
the optional sports exhaust, but the combination
of 3691b ft of torque from just 1650rpm and the
effortlessly quick and smooth eight-speed PDK
transmission mean it can cover ground alarmingly
quickly. I’s only when slowing down that the
Macan’s mass really starts to tell. The standard
iron-disc secup is powerful and benefits from a
beautifully weighted and progressive pedal action,
but the strain shows after repeated stops.

Driven with a little more restraint, the Porsche
slips easily into your daily routine. It's comfortable
and refined, with an interior that's spacious and
exquisitely finished. In this context it’s not hard to
fathom the current fashion for SUVs. Ultimarely,
at evo we’ll always plump for a fast estate if
performance and practicality are what's required,
butif only an SUV will do, the Macan GTS is really
the only option if you still want to enjoy the drive.

SOMETIMES,
THERE ARE NO WORDS.

430 bhp

440 Nm

1299 kg

342 bhp/ton
0-60:3.7s

190 mph

250kg downforce
60 cars only

BELL & COLVILL (HORSLEY) LIMITED
Epsom Road

West Horsley, Leatherhead

Surrey KT24 6DG

Tel: 01483 281000

Email: lotussales(@bellandcolvill.com

TO FIND OUT MORE VISIT LOTUSCARS.COM

(ST ===07

Ki/LotusCars EJ @GrouplotusPlc [ @GroupLotusPlc [ GroupLotusPlc B GroupLotus

Fuel economy figures /100km: Urban 13.7, Extra Urban 8.0, Combined 10.1. COzemissions 234 g/km.
MPG figures will be published on lotuscars.com as soon as available. Performance results may vary depending
upon the specification of the particular vehicle, environmental conditions, driving style and other factors.
MPG figures are abtained from laboratory lesting and intended for comparisens between vehicles and may not reflect driving results. Published MPG figures and performance

resuilts are intended for camparisons between vehicles only. Verification of perfarmance results should not be attempted on public rads. Lotus recommends that all lacal speed
and safety laws must be obeyed and safety belts worn at all times
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CAR OF THE YEAR
GT

BENTLEY
CONTINENTAL
GT

by STEVE STUTCLIFFE

PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT

Fresh out of the box, Bentley’s all-new
Continental GT has cruised past its
rivals to become the best GT on sale.

O THERE WAS THIS PUB I USED TO
frequent — whenever 1 had an interesting
car on test, basically — and it was run by
a delightful old bloke called Derek Bover
White, who used to fly Hurricanes during the
Second World War. He was a complete car nut.
He had a V12 XJS with a manual gearbox and
a silly exhaust, and an XK150S among other
toys, and all sorts of people who were into cars would turn up at
his pub, The Anchor at Barcombe Mills in East Sussex, for a nacter
—about anything, really, but mostly about the burning of petrol.

One day, one of Derek’s oldest mates was due to arrive in what
Derek claimed was ‘the most beautiful car in the world". ‘You
wait, you'll see...” said Derek.

And when this chap eventually rolled up later that afternoon,
the entire pub went out to see what he was driving — an early
1950s Bentley Continental, whose pristine, dark blue bodywork
had been hand-made by HJ Mulliner. Sparkling in the sun that
day aswe all chatted, itwas indeed one of the most beautiful cars
I'd ever seen, or have ever seen since.

Which explains, to some extent perhaps, why I was so
disappointed by the reinvented Bentley Continental GT when
it first appeared in 2003. This was the first car to come out of
Bentley since VW ook charge, and although it had all the right
on-paper credentials to blow the rest of the GT-car world away,
in reality it was a bit of a blunderbuss. It was heavy, clumsy to
drive and, to my eyes, not especially beauciful, and I never quite
connected with it as a result.

078 www.evo.co.uk Inassociation with wYOKOHAMA




EVO CAR OF THE YEAR: 6T

Right: GTsh
BENTI-EY \tslﬁndencsr;mn;s;rlﬁ
CONTINENTAL 61 Fliheny
on track. Below right:
cabin's blend of traditional
Britcraftsmanship and

Engine W12, 5850cc, twin-turbo Friossin tauchsiraan tach
Power 626bhp @ 5000-6000rpm Isheautifully done
Torque 6641b ft @ 1350-4500rpm

Weight 2169kg {293bhp/ton)

0-62mph 37sec (claimed)
Top speed 207mph (claimed)
Baslcprice  £156,700
evorating & k& k4

‘A FANTASTIC HIT OF POWER
OVERSTEER IS A RATHER
WONDERFUL THING TO
EXPERIENCE IN A BENTLEY
CONTINENTAL GT’

Scroll forwards 14 years to the present day, however, and we
have a brand new Bentley Continental GT, and not only does it
look about ten times lovelier than the car it replaces butit drives
rather beautifully as well. If anything, in fact, it drives even
better than it looks, and there is one very obvious reason why.

Crucially, and unlike the previous Continental GT, the new car
is based not on the underpinnings of a humble Volkswagen but
those of a Porsche - specifically those of the excellent Panamera.
And unlike last time, when Bentley’s engineers were effectively
given hand-me-down parts and told to do whatever they could
with them to turn a Phaeton into a Continental, this time they
were involved in the car’s creation right from the word go.

It’'s now over five years since they first sat down with their
counterparts from Weissach and started work on the new car,

080 www.evo.co.uk

and this time they were able to build the car, literally, from the
ground up , shaping its hardware the way they wanted.

The result is a GT of quite astounding all-round capabilities.
On the one hand the new Bentley is notably more comfortable
and refined than the last one, with a sense of genuine majesty
to the way it flows across the terrain, as if it were some kind of
mobilised gentlemen’s club. You almost feel like lighting a cigar
when you're driving it, so soothing is the ride, so serene is the
car’s gait, evenwhen the road surface is far from perfect.

And the interior merely adds to the overall effect. It's a place of
rare quality, and of exquisite design and crafcsmanship. This car
might cost the very thick end of one hundred and sixty thousand
pounds but, inside, it feels more like a million dollars. Yer at
the same time there is every conceivable piece of contemporary
technology you could ever wish for, all of itintegrated into acabin
thar looks, feels and even smells like an impossibly expensive
hotel room. True, space in the back seats isn’t great but, well, do
you really care abourwhat those in the back think when you're at
the wheel of a Continental GT?

There’s another side to the new GT, though, one that will take
you completely by surprise, and that’s how tidy it is when you
reach for the button marked Sport and decide to drive it with a
bit more gusto. In the old car you'd do so for perhaps two minutes
and then think better of it, because there wasn’t much point in
driving it hard - for the simple reason that there wasn't much fun
to be had while doing so. The level of control simply wasn't there
in relation to the car’s weight.

In the new GT, however, it is extraordinary how much poise
there is when you start to fling the car around. The fact that it
weighs only 76kg less than before — meaning it sdll strains the
scales at well over two tons — must be largely ignored, because
the computer-controlled air suspension does a quite phenomenal
job of controlling the car's mass.

In addition, Bentley has configured the four-wheel-drive
system to allow much more torque to flow to the rear axle this
time; in Sport mode, in fact, just 17 per cent of the power and
torque goes to the front. So if you then switch the stability control
system off and bury the throttle out of a corner, you will, and
do, get a quite fantastic hit of power oversteer. Which is a rather
wonderful thing to experience in a Bentley Continenrtal GT, for
all sorts of reasons.

And last but by no means least, it’s also quick, the new GT.
As in teeth-clenchingly so. The 6-litre twin-turbo W12 is an all-
new motor, even to the point that it has a different firing order
to make it smoother but also sportier in tone than the old one.
But the fact that it develops 626bhp, and a whopping 6641b ft
between 1350 and 4500rpm, is arguably what matters most
— because this is sufficient energy to send the GT to 62mph in
3.7sec and on to a top speed of 207mph. And once again this is a
fainly hilarious thing to experience in a car that weighs 2169kg
and wears a Bentley badge on its nose.

At last, it seems, the Bentley Continental has been properly
replaced. By a car that will, at times, take your breath away.
Just like the one from the 1950s did, back in the day.

GT HIGHLY COMMENDED

IF YOUVISUALISE YOURSELF
spearing across the Continent with
Monaco the target, it'snot hard to
imagine you're behind the wheel of
aFerrarl. Maranello has beena GT
master ever since the Daytona first
started shrinking long distances
In1968. Today it'sthe GTC4

Lusso (below) that flies the fast
four-seater flag for Ferrarl, witha
cholce of naturally aspirated V12 or
twin-turbo V8 under the long, long
honnet. In reality there’svirtually
nothing between the two for outright
performance, but whenyou're paying

this much for the privilege you might
aswell go the whole hog (or horse),
and stump up for that glorious,
howling V12, The V12 also gets four-
wheel drive, soit can dothe annual
ski-run to the Alps, too.

We were sorely tempted by the
lusclous LexusLC500 (below),
which looks like it has driven straight
off a show stand andis powered by
anachingly good 5-litre V8. But the
ride Is Just too firm for atrue GT. The
samels true of the Aston Martin
DB11,whichlooks and sounds the
part butisdynamically patchy. JD

Inassoclation with wyoKOHAMA
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CAR OF THE YEAR

SUPERCAR
McLAREN

720S

by ADAM WLER

PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT

McLaren could have built a 6508 evolution:
a little lighter, faster, more capable. Instead,
it produced something truly extraordinary

OES THE SUPERCAR
of 2017 need? Performance,
naturally. Colossal, mind-
bending performance of the
magnitude that separates it
from the merely fast with the
appropriate insouciance. That’s

n, have you seen
t the start. Italso
ready dynamic performance and e
d with a deftness of touch Fred Astat

Next.

t it looks low, broad and se omfortable in
the role of Instagram doyen; an object of des or adolescents
everywhere, but also sophisticated enough for thy ith the
actual me to fund such a purch ; able to make brazen,
purposeful exhaust noise yet be surprisingly frugal ar cruising
pace. Yes, it's tough being a supercar in 2017.

AnAudi R8 V10 has all of those qualities. A McLaren 6508 had
them, too. They're both good cars - real moder supercars —
but there’s more, much more, to capturing the supe
of 2017. Seme of it is quantifiable, other elements forever
tantalisingly hazy in their definition.

Having said all of that, I think I know of a car that can take

on that fomndnble m'mtle A car that auses peopie w© cih it

hac developed into something just a intle too LOHlturt"lblr-
predictable and electror g ed. A car that breaks new

In assoclation with >>>>YYOKOHAMA



McLAREN 7208

Engine V8,3994cc, twin-turbo
Power T10bhp @ 7250rpm
Torque 568lbft @ 5500rpm:

Welght (dry) 1283kg (562bhp/ton)

0-62mph

Topspeed
Baslc price
evorating

20sec (claimed)
212mph {claimed)
£218,020

ground, visually and in dynamic terms. A car that - as ludicrous
as it sounds - is acrually something of a bargain at £218,020.

Like many of you, I suspect, the first time [ saw a McLaren
7208, 1 wasn't sure, Those official images revealed a car that
was ruthlessly high-tech, modern, different. Its form and,
in pardcular, its lack of a recognisable ‘headlight’ weren’t
necessarily easy on the eye. It was challenging.

But it’s good to be challenged, in all walks of life. It's what
keeps things int ing. The genius of McLaren’s approach is not
to create merely a faster, more capable 6508, but to push itself
much further forward, to take the hard road. A 6508 ‘evolution’
would have been a greart car, and would have easily taken the
fight to the Ferrari 488 GTB. A bit more power, a bit less ma;
bit more swoop to the by-then familiar swoopy McLaren styling,
and plenty of that 675LT venom brought into the mix, too. Job
done, time for a brew down Woking way.

It doesn't feel a Laren did that. Speaking to the
designers and engineers earlier in the year, there was much talk
of everyone pushing each other, of setting targets and worrying
about how they could actually be achieved a bit further down the
line. ‘We backed each other to get the job done,’ was one phrase
heard. Of course, you can never really be sure if this isn’call PR-
induced nonsense, and the cynic in me filed it y in the ‘we'll
see about that’ category, but they were right, and it was real.

Because what McLaren has achieved is nothing short of

spend years trying to establish

1y elusive. But in just

s gone from the largely

anonymous 12C to a portfolio of cars that are clearly ‘McLarens’,
and never more so than with the 7208S. Spend tin h this car
and I challenge you not to be captivated by the crisp lines and
execution of its panelwork, the extravagance of the details, the

Sit in one and you'll be even further enamoured. With nearly
360-degree vision thanks to the innovative see-through C-pillars,
it’s easier to place in traffic than a BMW 3-series. It’s such anevent
tosit in as well: all exotic shapes and carefully selected materials,
enveloped by a canopy straight off a fighter plane.

Once on the road you may ask yourself how it's possible thac it
rides better than quite a few luxury GTs. Some, conversely, may
alsowonder why it’s a bit quiet, and sounds rather flat. The 7208
proposition isn't about theatricality during the everyday - you'll
need a Lamborghini for that. But get past this and you'll discover
a car tha v-biddable, but also that has anothe
it that wants to tear your face off. Road test editor Disdale sums
up the 720S’s chameleon-like personalit

atreall s an impression
he performance is, and how easy it is to live
good, you can see out of it and the driving pos
close to perfi ow’ll get. This is one very special car

Totruly understand whartit’s like having 710bhpin sonably
light car, you need to turn off all the elaborate electronic
nannying and then accelerate at full force. It’s only then, with
the rear Pirellis frantically battling to keep their purchase on the
road, the hydraulically assisted steering writhing subtly in your
palms, and the motor headbutting the limiter with a ferocity that
never wanes, that you fully appreciate the true potency of this

the kind of potency that equates to 0-100mph in just over
ive-and-a-half seconds, and an Anglesey lap-time second only to
aP1 shod with Trofeo Rs. That alone makes it a worthy supercar
of the factor-in all its other qualities and it’s nothing less
than a game-changer.

EVO CAR OF THE YEAR: SUPERCAR

- /

Above: everywhereyoulook on the 7205, you find more detalls that
Left: the way It combines civility with savagery is remarkal a1 fi

SUPERCAR HIGHLY COMMENDED

THET720SHAS RAISED THEBAR TO
highlevel in aclass that
was already brimming with ove
achievers, but the best of the rest
are still very,very good indeed - and
they're led by the Ferrari 488 GTB.
There were quite a few naysa
when Ferrari forc
onwhatwas a heavy update of the
sublime 458, but theresults are
staggering. There's performance
everywhere and the turbo set-upIs
so good you'd swear the 39-litre Ve

was naturally aspirated. Then there’s

the chassis, blessed with arare

balance and transparency, allowing
ast ounce of

grip. Yet thisis a supercar youcan

In assoclation with

Is the LamborghiniHuracan
Performante. Thisisasu

toonish looks
not sure about
d wheels or the Forged
sites trim, whi s like
theimitation marble used incheap
kitchens). While appearances
suggest it will chew you up and
spit you out, in reality the Lambo
Is approachable and polsed - once
you've plucked up the courage to
breach its incredibly high limits. JD
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CAR OF THE

HYPERCAR

BUGATTI

CHIRON [y Y

o

There are supercars, there are hypercars and ; / Vo Z A7 S %

then there’s the Bugatti Chiron. No other car
has ever combined so much lux vith such

unimaginable potenc)

by RICHARD MEADEN

PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT

n in a world inured to outr:
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creates a bigger wow factor in a sector dominated by quasi road-
racers and trackday headbangers.

Leaving the colossal motor partially exposed is a lovely touch
carried over from the Veyron. It’s like a display case containing
a piece of precious sculpture. The docked tail and extensive use
of mesh is explicit evidence of the furnace-like heat that needs
to be extracted from the engine bay, yet the monolithic arc of
machined alloy that forms the full-width tail light is pure art.
Such are the glorious contradictions that this car comprises.

The Chiron doesn’t conform to regular supercar or hypercar
rules. The motor pulses and rumbles rather than yelps and howls.
It's genuinely comfortable to sit it. The fit and finish are fabulous,

Above: the Chiron
couldn't be anything
other than a Bugatti

088 www.evo.co.uk

‘IT CHANGES YOUR PERCEPTION
OF SPEED. IT WARPS YOUR MIND’

the hi-fi crystal clear and completely immersive. And, if you
can get beyond the heart-thumping realisation that you're in a
Chiron, itdrives with the ease of the aforementioned Bentley.

Is there a sense of connection? Yes, there is. Albeit one that’s
finely filtered, clear and uncorrupted. It's very much a digital
car in this regard, but you have an accurate sense of what each
corner is doing. You can feel the Chiron working beneath you
as you power it through a corner or brake hard after devouring
a straight. There's a sense of life and energy — immense forces
being ramed and channelled into the tarmac. It remains well-
contained and hugely confidence-inspiring, and there’s enough
warmth and tactility to make a bond with the machine, evenif it
stops well short of outright exuberance.

And the legendary swaigheline performance? Honestly,
winding the Chiren up to 236émph — the first of its two speed
limiters — is no more effort than hitting the 155mph limiter in a
BMW M4. It doesn’t just get there, it gives the electronic limiter a
headbutt. If anyching it feels more impressive the faster you go,
sixth and seventh gears feeding chat relentless, runaway feeling
of a big airliner in the final few seconds before take-off. Except,
of course, you're going faster and the car is being pushed into the
ground with the same insistence that an Airbus claws at the air.

It’s this combination of remarkable efficiency and remorseless
violence that’s most shocking, and Bugatti at its best. An

altogether different kind of performance. One that seems
genuinely inexhaustible and makes a P1 or LaFerrari feel flaccid
— the Chiron hefting you towards the horizon in an unbroken
rush while the others huff and puff through the gears.

Speed takes on a different meaning in this car. It'll hustle
through corners with the best of them, bur it's what it does as
you begin to straighten the wheel and squeeze the throttle that’s
breathtaking. Given a suspension of traffic laws, you could easily
and repeatedly breach 200mph. Not just on an empty motorway
with along run-up, eyes out on stalks and palms sweating, bucon
an average A-road. Maybe even a B- road. Ina Chiron, the biggest
challenge is not unleashing its performance.

No words come close to genuinely expressing what itis to have
such unimaginable and totally deployable performance at your
behest. It completely changes your perception of speed. What's
possible, what's reasonable, what's marginal and what's plain
stupid. It warps your mind.

So, having driven it, whar do I make of the Chiron? I suppose
the better question is, if [ had the means, would I like to own
one? My answer? ‘Hell, yes!” Bur driving it begs another question,
namely could I trust myself with one? My answer to that is an
equally emphatic ‘Hell, no!”

This possibly reveals more about my own weaknesses than
those of the car, but it also gets to the heart of the matter. The
Chiron isn't alone in being fundamentally too fast w0 put to
meaningful use on the public road, but, despite its improved
levels of involvement, its ability to go obscenely fast remains the
defining experience. That’s why although it is unquestionably
one of the cars of the year, it’s not the car of the year.

BUGATTI
CHIRON

——
Englne ‘W16, 7993cc, quad-turbo
Power 1479bhp @ 6700rpm
Torque 11801b ft @ 2000-8000rpm
Welght 1995kg {753bhp/ton)

0-62mph <2.5sec (claimed)
Top speed 26mph (limited)
Baslcprice  c£2.5million
evorating *dok kok

EVO CAR OF THE YEAR: HYPERCAR

Aboveleft: the ultimate
white-knuckle ride, and
allin the lap of luxury.
Aboveand [eft:
sculptural details bringa
new layer of dramato
the Bugattl aesthetic

HYPERCAR HIGHLY COMMENDED

ITMAY BEA CLICHE, BUT THE
Bugatti Chiron essentially sitsin a
class of ane. There are machines that
canmatch or, depending onwho you
believe, exceed its performance, but
none that can equal its incredible
blend of talents.

The Pagani Huayra (below)
arguably comes closest, certainly
when it comes to drama and
craftsmanship. Dripping with exatic
materials and featuring exquisite
detalling, otherworldly locks and a
heavily fettled and turbocharged
AMG 7.3-litre V12, the Pagani
definitely hits all the right notes.

It's breathtakingly fast and will
stiryour soul,evenon atriptothe

shops. Yet as withrivals such as the
278mph (277.87mph to be precise)
Koenigsegg Agera RS, the Huayra
Is essentially abespoke creation that
will be built In button numbers for
owners tosquirrel away, only to be
brought out for special occasions.

Soforareal rival to the Chiron
we'll probably have to wait for the
McLaren BP23 (below) to arrive in
2019. Aping the three-seater layout
of the iconic Fland rumoured to be
packing a1000bhp punch, the big
Macis also being developed with
everyday useability in mind.If any
firm can upstage Bugatti, we reckon
it'll be the wizards at Woking and
their BP23.JD
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McLAREN 720S

Just seven short years after the company was founded, McLaren Automotive has
claimed its first evo Car of the Year title. Here's why it is so deserved

by STUART GALLAGHER | PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT

WELVE MONTHS, HUNDREDS OF TEST CARS,
hundreds of thousands of miles driven — all whittled
down to ten class winners and one eve Car of the Year.
Over the last seven years the McLaren Automotive
journey has been a flat-out ride to the top. The hurdles it hit in
the early days with the MP4-12C have been cleared and the
company’s expansion has been nothing short of remarkable.
Since 12C morphed into 6508, the Super Series range has feared
nothing the establishment has sent its way, and the 7208 is the
culmination of this confidence, ability and desire to be the best.
Throughout the year the 7208 has proved its credentials at
every opportunity. From our first drive back in May (evo 236),
contributing editor John Barker concluded: ‘The new generation
Super Series McLaren is astonishingly, effortlessly fast, and
remarkably efficient. You can cover ground at unbelievable pace
in complete control, and yet feel oddly unexcited.’ Damning with
faint praise? Slightly. But with more exposure, more time behind
the wheel and more superunleaded fed into its 4-litre V8, the
720S came to us more, got under our skin and proved to us why
it’s worthy of the 2017 crown.

In association with

37 YOKOHAMA

A 2000-mile road-trip (evo 242) had deputy ed Adam Towler
convinced: ‘Precision is, for me, the 720's defining characteristic,
but by nomeans its only one. Completely absorbing, frighteningly
intense, life-affirming, but not inherently scary — everything the
car does is defined by absolute precision.’

Steve Sutcliffe described the 7205 as an intense experience
when it came to extracting a lap time from it (also issue 242):
‘Insane. Absolutely, brilliantly insane.’ For evo’s new road test
editor, James Disdale, it was equally enthralling: ‘It’ll cause no
more sweat on the commure than an execurive saloon, but find
the right road to fully explore its potential and you'll experience
the biggest hit of undiluted adrenaline this side of a base jumper.’

For me the 7208 is all of the above, but it's also what it says
abour the company, how far it has come and, perhaps crucially,
what is yet to follow. The 7208 is the product of a manufacturer
that hasn't changed its focus on wanting to build the most
exciting, thrilling and best performance cars it can despite any
obstacles it has faced along the way. McLaren Automotive has
defined itself as one of the greats, and in the 7208 it has created
the best of the best: evo’s Car of the Year. B

TAILORED FINANCE
FOR STUNNING CARS

Call us now for a competitive quote on 020 3355 00 O oricial
or visit our website: jbrcapital.com : Finance
Finance and terms subject to status. Advances between £25,000 and £3m. d Partner



NSX GENERATIONS

. The
",‘.-b/ NSX

by ANTONY INGRAM

LA L LT 1Y}
i

PHOTOGRAPHY by MARK RICCIONI

The current Honda NSX is a
brilliant machine, but could its
US origins prevent it gaining
the iconic status of its ancestor?
Driving both in Tokyo — and
spending time with people who
live and breathe the original -
should provide the answer

092 www.evo.co.uk



NSX GENERATIONS

ORJUST A MOMENT
I'm fourteen again, staring
at the distinctive trapezoid
tail lights of a Honda NSX.

Six small oblongs illuminated
behind a band of red
polycarbonate, joined by anextra
sliver of LED light emanating
from the trailing edge of the
integrated spoiler with every tap of the
brakes. I can just abour hear the growl
of its twin tailpipes over the mechanical
gnashing behind me, reverberating off
the long walls of every tunnel on Tokyo’s
seemingly endless ribbons of expressway.

The reverb disappears as we emerge
ontolong raised stretches of road between
monolithic apartment blocks, puncruated
by the occasional flicker of light from
an occupied room. Now and then we
scythe across the metal span of a bridge,
skyscrapersand a lone Ferris wheel lining
the horizon as orange fades into hazy
purple. In my head it’s a screenshot from
Gran Turismo, rendered in 3D and with
perfect clarity, one that takes me back

to those evenings spent with PlayStation
controller in hand, racing my brother to
the finish line (and generally losing).

Right now, from my vantage point in
the current NSX, the power advantage
is all mine. But I've no idea where I'm
going, and there’s not a single character
recognise on the satnav screen as it chirps
back to me in a kawaii anime-girl voice:
‘Massugu itte, shing de hidari ni magatte
kudasai’ Quite. Arigarou gozaimasu,
but I think I'll just follow. On a different
day, though, 573bhp would put me justa
pedal-squeeze away from dominating the
Bayshore Route Grand Prix...

Such are the fruits of two and a half
decades of progress. The latest NSX is
a bona fide supercar in all bur bonnet
emblem, where its predecessor only just
scraped that definition—evenifit did drop
a dollop of wasabi into whatever it was
thatcomplacent European manufacturers
were dining out on at the time. Porsche
964s and Ferrari 348s are appreciated
today as characterful dips back into the
history of their respective manufacturers

L

Above: Tokyolocals give the new cara
resounding thumbs-up, but what’s the
view of hardcore NSX enthuslasts?
Left: avisit torenowned NSX tuning and
time attack specialist Advance Garage
should prove revealing on that score

‘The new car feels smooth and seamless,
but still isn't quite as cool as the early-
'80s icon slinking along in front’

- not to mention decent investments — but
Honda’s all-aluminium, VTEC-engined
arrival revealed them as unsophisticated
anachronisms, relics from a time when
flaws were considered an acceprable
compromise for their performance.

The first NSX was lightweight,
compact, and thoughtful. It's become a
cliché to say it was little more taxing to
drive than a contemporary Civic, but
it remains true. The steering is light,
if not quite so friction-free and direct
as a modern spores car’s, the forward
visibility ~ astonishing. By current
standards, it’s also tiny, mainly in widch.
The analogue instruments are legible, the
seats comfortable, and you can getin and
out of it without having to clamber over
a massive sill or through some dihedral-

hexadecimal-logarithmical porthole.
Today’s NSX must work harder to
compete: 9915 and 488s (and R8s and
5708Ss) aren't just blisteringly fast but
everyday-useable. Supercars without
compromise, justas the first NSXwas back
in 1990, Porsche, Ferrari and others have
taken Honda’s USP and paired it with the
heritage and showroom appeal that even
their flaky ancestors never lacked.
Today’s approach is different, and
New Sportscar eXperimental seems even
more appropriate now than it did back
then (actually, today it’s New Sports
eXperience, but we're sticking with the
original backronym, thanks), with hybrid
technology to assist the NSX's twin-
turbocharged V6, all-wheel drive, torque
vectoring, and nine-speed dual-clutch

gearbox. Big power, big torque, and big
sophistication, plus a cabin that keeps the
original’s simplicity while incorporating
the necessary modern kit, and a sense
of compact useability, even in Tokyo's
tighteststreecs, to body-shame a 991.

Burt the new NSX is hiding a dirty secret
to those of us who grew up with a JDM
schooling thanks to Gran Turismo and
Tokyo Drift: it's American. Its creases are
the work of Acura’s Michelle Christensen
and engineering was led by Ted Klaus;
both American. The concept was first
revealed at Detroit in 2012 and the
production car debuted at the same show
in 2015. It’s built not in Tochigi, like the
original, but in Marysville, Ohio.

Car fans in Tokyo are either unaware of
its American heritage or aren’t bothered.
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NSX GENERATIONS

Parked up earlier, near the Kanda River —
cheekily in front of Toyota’s headquarters
— the new NSX attracted just as much
attention as its ancestor. A businessman
in a tailored brown suit stopped by to
compliment the cars in broken English. I
motioned as to which might be his choice
- old or new? He pointed to the red car.

Blake Jones, owner of the older,
Brooklands Green Pearl model in front
and writer for car culture website
Speedhunters, is also making positive
noises when we park up on the other side
of one of Tokyo’s many tollbooths (whose
operators offer encouraging noises of
their own each tme we pull up). He tells
me how fantastic the new car looks in
his rear-view mirror. Not as good as his
car looks above my squared-off wheel, I
suspect, but he has a point.

The new NSX’s long gestation and
numerous show dppearances mean it’s a
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Above: our man Ingram
(on theright) chats to
Advance proprietor Masa
and early NSX owner Blake.
Left: not much front
luggage space with either
car. Below: beautifully
clear dialsof early NSX

familiar shape now, but on a crisp late-
October morning in Tokyo the NSX cuts a
striking form. That might be down to the
Valencia Red Pearl paintwork, or it might
be the small oblong Japanese number-
plate up front, which photographer Mark
Riccioni has already noted improves
the look of everything from the humble
Honda Jazz to the evo-kryptonite Prius.
As with the original, the new car is
surprisingly compact in the meral. It sits
waisthigh, and has the unmistakeable
proportions of a supercar. The details
of one, too, from the multi-element
LED headlights and the mid-mounted
V6 visible through the rear glass, to the
mirrors out on stalks and the buttresses
rising above the vents in the rear wings.
But while one NSX owner might be
impressed on first acquaintance, we have
bigger sakana to fry. Blake is leading me
to Advance Garage, one of thousands of

As with the
original, the
newcar is
surprisingly
gompact. It
s the

tuning firms dotted across Japan and a
particular specialist with the original
NSX, building time-attack cars capable
of lapping Tsukuba Circuit in under a
minute - serious speed for a street-legal
vehicle. Our choice of venue may not
be unrelated to Blake’s desire to swap a
manual transmission into his automaric
example in the near fucure.

There’s a little more highway to cover
first, and it’s a mixed bag. At Tokyo's
languid traffic velocities, the new NSX
is on hybrid duty, six-pot kicking in
and out with throttle input, saving fuel
at every opportunity. I appreciate the
sentiment — it seems appropriate in a
country where even the cheapest cars
feature mild-hybrid tech and the dirtand
clatter of diesel enginesis largely absent —
but Honda's latest V6 isn't as sonorous as
before andaclow cruising revs the sound is
nothing more musical than a mechanical

thrash. As with so many hybrids, petrol
power feels like the weak link.

Blake, familiar with the roads, decides
it’s time to step up the pace. Thank God
sixty-odd isn't the norm here. I've no
intentions to join the Midnight Club, but
Tokyo’s glassy-smooth asphalt and race-
track-cambered turns invite a much faster
flow. Bigger numbers begin to show on
the TFT speedometer, and higher revs on
the concentric tacho. Now the NSX feels
happier. Sounds a bit more like a supercar
— not a wail or a bellow, but purposeful,
almost tuneful. Makes amusing turbo
chuffing noises under heavy throtele and
on the overrun. Sdll feels smooth and
seamless. Still isn't quite as cool as the
early-'90s icon slinking along in front.

1 clock the cars before I see the garage
itself. Parked out on the street is a third-
generation Mazda RX-7 wearing a few
choice modifications and a glossy coat

of black paintwork. Hidden behind is an
$15 Nissan Silvia — a shape never sold
in the UK - and up on the kerb is one of
Advance’s most famous project cars, the
yellow ‘Flatout’ demo NSX. The shop has
owned it since 1997, originally buying
it to develop parts of its own, and its
visual distinctions include some faired-in
headlights froma later car, awide, custom
bodykit, and a set of staggered Rays
wheels tucked under the arches. Through
the rear Plexiglas are visible six velocity
stacks for individual throttle bodies,
helping towards a naturally aspirated
340bhp or so. Before I've even pulled up,
proprietor Masa walks out with a big grin
and motions me to park at a jaunty angle
in front of the open entrance.

By Japanese standards, the Advance
workshop is sizeable, but it’s still cosy
enough that cars are perched on lifts
not just to be worked on, but to allow

space beneath to fettle other customer
projects. A silver NSX is parked front and
centre, also wearing a wide bodykit and
a sizeable diffuser, while in front are two
more, the first silver, with a pearlescent
white example dangling its wheels above.
To the side is a Bayside Blue metallic R34
Skyline GT-R waiting for R35 brakes,
while up on the ramps are a Legacy and
a 370Z hiding a serious-looking roll-cage
and carbonfibre body panels. Little is for
decoration; Advance customers use their
cars on track. Several boast stickers from
the nearby Fuji Speedway.

Iwant Masa’s take on the new car, but
first he wanes his mechanic to oy it I
give him the thumbs-up. These guys are
used to actual handbrakes and manual
gearboxes, so I have to gesture towards
the small circle marked D/M and the
handbrake switch behind it. He then
pulls away silently, which must be a
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HONDA NSX (1990)
EnglneVa, 2077ce

Power 270bhp @ 7300rpm

(252bhp @ £800rpm with auto box)
Torque 209lb ft @ 5400rpm
Transmisslon Five-speed manual (four
speed auto option), rear-wheel drive
Tyres 205/50 ZR15 front, 225/50 ZR16 rear
Welght 1365ke

Power-to-welght 201bhp/ton
0-60mph 57sec (claimed)

Top speed 168mph (claimed)

Price new £52,000 (1990)

evo rating % A ko

novelty for Advance’s neighbours. After
a spin around the block, Masa hops in
and does the same. They're all smiles.
‘It’s fast!” they beam. Masa says one of
his customers has a new NSX, but they
only do basic maintenance on that, and
it’s the first time either has had a drive.
Up goes the (front) bonnet, revealing
a chaotic space full of wires, hoses and
subframes — not unlike the old car —
then the rear clamshell pops and Masa
stares past the pokey luggage area at the
mostly-hidden V6. They peer and prod
away, and Blake conveys their occasional
message of approval.

But is it a proper NSX? They aren’t
so sure. With good humour but a hint
of exasperation, Masa explains that it
doesn’t feel like the old car. Neither to
drive, nor in spirit. In fact, he says, it
feels American. You don't really need to
rev the engine, he notes, the implication
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HONDA NSX (2017)

Englne V6, 3493cc, twin-turho,

plus 2 x 36bhp front electric motors, and
47bhp rear electric motor

Power 573bhp (combined )

Torgue 476lb ft @ 2000rpm (combined)
Transmisslon Nine-speed duak-clutch, four-
‘wheel drive, rear limited-slip differential
Tyres 265/35 ZR20 front, 325/30 ZR21 rear
Welght I776ke.

Power-to-welght 328chp/ton

0-62mph 29sec (claimed)

Top speed19Imph (claimed)

Baslc price £144,765
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being that big, low-down torque (thanks
to the electric motors) is a very American
characteristic. Realistically, it also has a
bit too much power for crowded Japanese
roads. Great on track, he supposes, but
not something you can exploit like you
can with the original car.

Blake nods. For the price I paid for
my NSX, you can get a used R35 Nissan
GT-R in Japan' he says. ‘But that just
doesn't appeal to me. Everyone here —
including myself, I concede — prefers the
more accessible but also more involving
performance of the earlier car. One word
comes up over and over in COHVE‘(SEIEiOH,
and it’s a word I understand as the
western motoring lexicon is absorbed into
Japanese: digital. Atthe time, the original
NSX might have seemed inorganic next
to some of its more boisterous rivals, but
by modern standards - even considering
steering that feels quite numb at lower

speeds — the old car feels more like
a living object next to the new NSX’s
clinical, digital approach.

Would Advance Garage ever modify
the new NSX? Some of Japans more
visually orientated tuners have already
tackled it, and the turbocharged engine
certainly lends itself to even bigger
numbers. Masa shakes his head. They've
worked with the original NSX since the
mid-"90s but, to him, the new car feelslike
aninterloper. A remarkable supercar and,
like the original, an impressive technical
achievement. But not really an NSX.

I mull on this as Blake and I head
to the Daikoku-Futo parking area to
get a few last photographs. On Tokyo’s
looping network of expressways, roads
highlighted in sodium vapour orange, the
videogame vibes are stronger than ever.
Street signs flicker and perfectly painted
road markings reflect vividly in the LED
headlights’ glow, the early NSX still
dancing, howling through every tunnel.

Back when Gran Turismo debuted
in 1997, it felt like a game that only
Japan could produce. Impossibly
detailed, idiosyncratic, slightly geeky.
It nevertheless won worldwide acclaim,
changing the way people thought about
and developed racing games. The latest
in the franchise, Gran Turismo Sport, is
a highly impressive, more refined, more
bombastic product, with global ambitions
in the face of stronger rivals. The parallels
areclear. Aswith Gran Turismo, the NSX’s
Japanese roots are beginning to fade. B

With thanks to Blake Jones.
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NEW BMW M5

1l

i
BMW’s new M5 has gone four-wheel drive — but with the option to switch it to
rear-wheel drive. It also has almost 600bhp on tap. The upshot: power oversteer,
and lots of it. But is this enough for it to retake its supersaloon crown?
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HE NEW M5 DOES

sideways better
. than any previous
 generation,  which
might seem an odd
accolade given that
the F90isthe firstever
all-wheel-drive M5. It
wears no badges announcing the move,
even though in engineering terms it’s
one of the biggest changes in the model’s
history, and maybe that’s because at the
push of a button (two pushes, actually)
it can be rear-drive only. All the better to
drift the rear tyres into oblivion...

This feature is a novelty only if youre
unaware of one of the FOO’s main rivals,
the similarly allwheel-drive Mercedes-
AMG E63 S, which was first to market
with a rear-drive option. This is the car the
new M5 stands toe-to-toe with, the BMW's
biturbo V8 having been boosted by 40bhp
to 592bhp (600 PS), and its price tagin the
UK have risen to a shade under £90k. (The
AMG has 603bhp and costs £87,375.)

The styling changes over the previous
model are subtle but reap big rewards, the
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sixth-generation car looking smaller, more
rounded, a bit more like a current M3. The
rear wheels sit a bit further out in their
arches, giving the car a more pumped
look, like MS5s of old, and one of the
reasons is that while the old model relied
on standard 5-series steel suspension
parts, the new one has bespolte aluminium
items, which help wheel control and thus
handling precision.

This new M5 may be based on the shell
of a regular 5-series, but here the roof
is carbonfibre. BMW claims it increases
torsional rigidity as well as bringing the
more obvious benefit of lowering the car’s
centre of gravity. It can even be specified
in lacquered bare carbon.

The interior is much revised compared
with the old M5s, with new TFT
instruments and a much tdier switch
layout on the centre console. But what
carches the eye is a new pair of mini
paddles, bright red and marked ‘M1 and
‘M2". They are the configurable ‘M’ mode
switches, and their colour is appropriate
given the dramatic shift in handling
characteristics you can summon with

T
them. As well as being able to select from
the usual steering, suspension, engine
and gearshift sportiness settings, along
with having DSC on or off, you can now
switch to rear drive. So you could go from
all-wheel drive with stability control on, to
rear drive with stability off, which is why
you are prompted to confirm your request
with a second push.

Starting off with everything in the
mildest settings, and in AWD, the M5
is refined and decently comfortable.
At a cruise, and even with the optional
M Sport exhaust, the engine is mostly
a background murmur, which you can
electronically enhance with a press of the
exhaust button on the centre console. This
introduces more bass tones, which can be
a little heavy after a while, though not for
rear-seat passengers; the sound is piped in
through the spealkers mainly for the benefit
of the driver. And while we’re considering
those in the back, the ride there is rather
abrupt at times, even in the most cosseting
suspension setting, and road noise is more
intrusive. The new M5 is marking itself out
as a driver-orientated car.

‘All the power
is definitely
present and
correct, the

hit instant and
monstrous,

the push
relentless’

Above: 4 4-litre biturbo V8 from previous F10-gen
M5 now makes extra 40bhp, lifting total to 592bhp;
AWD traction means 0-62mph takes amere 3.4sec

Nothingwrongwith that. From the front
seat, which is reasonably comfortable and
supportive, setting the suspension to Sport
ties the body movements down nicely, so
that the nose doesn’t lift so strongly when
you step on the throttle and unleash all
592bhp. Gunning it away from a rolling
start, all the power is definitely present
and correct, the hitinstant and monstrous,
the push relentless, seemingly undimmed
by upshifts. The ’box is now an eight-speed
Steptronic auto, which is better suited
to the xDrive four-wheel-drive system
and gives a greater span of gears than
the seven-speed DCT of the previous M5,
helping the economy numbers, apparently.
The shift speeds are not too dissimilar,
says BMW.

On smaller roads, even before you've
pressed any buttons, you're aware of
the mass of the latest M5 and, as a
consequence, the size of it, too. In the past
T've found the choice of steering settings

on M-cars ranges from ‘a bit heavy’ to
‘waaay too heavy’ to ‘fetch me a crowbar’
but, guiding the M5 along warm, sinuous,
Portuguese roads, the Comfort secting
feelsabitlight. Selecting Sport gets the car
in the right frame, and you can never have
too much engine response (probably), so
that’s wound up to Sport Plus. Instancly
the car comes alive, the V8’s note edgier,
its delivery snappier.

Encouraged, you press the car into
a few corners and the steering is... not
quite there. A few more corners and you
realise that although the weighting is
good and the chassis responsive, the
steering lacks a real feeling of connection
and the reassurance thar brings. It’s not
totally numb, but with the pace the M5 is
capable of and the prospect of some rear
slip to play with, you'd like to feel better
connected with the car.

In theory, the weight distribution of the
new M5 should be worse, more nose-heavy,
than the previous model, given it carries
the weight of a front diff and driveshafts.
It doesn’t feel like that, probably because
the rear suspension control is very good,
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‘So where

does the sixth-
generation car fit
in the pantheon
of M5s?’

which helps driver confidence. The overall
handling balance is of a high standard,
with a real sense of agility when you
jink the car through a series of twists. It
already feels like most of the drive is going
to the rear, and mostly it does, though
BMW chassis dynamics engineer Jorg
Weidinger says the system can proactively
send power to the front, anticipating drive
requirements at the exit of a corner.

It's not long before curiosity gets the
better of me. Buttons are pressed and the
MS5 is soon a rear-driver. And a pretty ddy
one, too. DSC is disabled (you have no
choice about this in rear-drive mode), and
after a couple of runs through an inviting
uphill, second-gear corner, ambition sees
the rear slip mildly sideways and stay there
for a few yards before wheel speed and
car speed synchronise again. Next time
through with more entchusiasm, the tail
stays out longer. Further up the hill, when
the car is swaight, hard on the power,
there’s a bit of squirm as the limited-slip
differential actively juggles drive between
the rear tyres to find traction.

Later, bagging our opening shot
at Estoril circuit, there are glorious
powerslides to be had, the V8 providing
more than enough torque to kick the tail
out on entry, with enough left under your
right foot to dictate the line and degree
of slip for the whole of third gear, which
will take you around the long 180-degree
hairpin at the heart of the infield section.
Right here, right now, the F90 is a proper
MS5, no question.

So, back on that road, what happens
with traction off but fourwheel drive
engaged? The surprise is that the initial
kick-out art the rear is as strong, and the
slew is maintained as long too, but there’s
then a more stable, sertled feel to the
car further up the incline. It’s as though
the AWD system takes a few moments
to respond to the slip at the rear before
sending drive to the front wheels, which
then help pull the car forward and give a
satisfying sense of stability. More efficient?
For sure. As much fun? No. Cheaper on
tyres? A bit.

But the upshot is thar, in all-wheel drive,

the new M5 is as agile and engagingly rear-
drive in feel as you could wish. If you still
want a safety net, the halfway-house MDM
mode provides it, stepping in to ensure
things don't go too far. Unless you want to
do burnouts or really test your oversteer
skills, you can give two-wheel drive a miss.

So where does the sixth-gen car fit in
the pantheon of M5s? The first three are

BMW
M5 (F90)

Englne V8, 4305¢cc, twin-turbo
Power 592bhp @ 5600-6700rmpm
Torque 553Ib ft @ 1800-5600rpm
Transmisslon Eight-speed automatic, four-wheel
drive (switchable rear drive), Active M Differential
Front suspenslon Double wishbones, coil springs,
adaptive dampers, anti-roll bar
Rear suspenslon Multi-link, coil springs,
adaptive dampers, anti-roll bar
Brakes Ventilated discs, 400mm front,
396mm rear, ABS, CBC, FBD, DBC
Wheels 9.5x19in front, 10.5x 19inrear (20in option)
Tyres 275/40 ZR19 front, 285/40 ZR19 rear
Welght 1855kg
Power-to-welght 324bhp/ton
0-62mph 3.4sec (claimed)
Top speed 190mph (with Driver's Package)
Baslc price £60,640
Onsale how

evo rating * ok s

NEW BMW M5

Aboveright:individual drive-mode set-ups
are now activated via two small, red, additional
paddles. Top left: standard wheels are 19in, but
most are sure to have these optional 20in rims

five-star cars: the E28, the square-rigged,
original supersaloon, powered by the
M Power straighesix and irresistible;
the E34, still handmade, powered by
an even more potent six and with even
better handling; and the E39, chunkier
but handsome and oh-so driveable with
its 400bhp V8. Then things went a bit
off: next was the E60 with its snorty V10
and woeful, single-plate paddleshift 'box,
followed by the F10, the first turbocharged
M5, with a slick DCT bur rather soulless
biturbo V8 and capable but not always
engaging handling.

Which group does the new M5 sit with?
It's certainly a lot of fun, whether in two- or
four-wheel drive, and the uprated V8 has
gained character as well as horsepower. It
workswell with the eight-speed Steptronic
auto, o, helping it nail the duality trick
- suave around town, hoonigan away
from it. And yer... the missing pieces are
sufficient steering connection and feel
and, still, a properly entertaining engine
character. It’s a great car but not an
instant, top-drawer, iconic M5.

www.evo.co.uk 105



NEW BMW M5

Above: having ancestors
like the brilliant - and
eminently slideable - E39
brings Its own pressure

Why it’s tough being the new M5

Iconic forebears, a pointless party trick, an enemy within... the FOQ has its work cut out, reckons Adam Towler

MS5. How so? The M5 badge

remains the solid gold standard
for supersaloons: it’s the model with all
the history, the prestige. This latest F90
MS5 has a 592bhp twin-turbo V8, a chassis
developed by an M division that, if very
recent evidence is to go by, is getting back
to its best, and combines the undoubted
benefits of all-wheel-drive traction with
the ability to be rear drive and ESP-free
on demand. What more could anyone
possibly want? My relative apathy
suggests quite a bic more (or should that
be less?), and here’s why.

The new M5 is under pressure fromall
sides, not least the weight of history. Its
distant, E28-based ancestor invented the
genre by blending supercar performance
with the quality, specification and
space of a luxury saloon. It was raw and
visceral, yet useable and comfortable
in equal measure — pretty much what
youwd expectwhen you dropped the
M1 supercar’s straighe-six into a well-
appointed rear-drive saloon with semi-
trailing-arm rear suspension, and all long
before the advent of traction control.

L IFEISN'T EASY FOR THE NEW
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Part of my problem with the F90 is that
its main USP — the ability to switch from
four-wheel drive to rear drive at the push
of a paddle - is something that Mercedes-
AMG beat it to some months ago when it
launched the formidable E63 S. Moreover,
I'm not actually convinced that this
ability is anything more than a gimmick
designed to keep journalists happy on
press launches with access to deserted
race circuits. Remember, this is a near-
two-ton car that can only be rear drive
with all electronic safety systems turned
off (as is the case with the AMG); the
potential for BMW-approved body shops
to build up a backlog of work seems high.

And therein lies the nub of the issue.
It’s one thing to slide a 400bhp E39 M5;
perhaps even easier to get a 335bhp E34
M5 on narrower rubber to move around,
but how relevant is it in the new car?
And will many owners really taketo a
trackday in the new M57 My experience
of a pre-production FO0 and earlier M5s
suggests they’re far too big and heavy to
be seriously considered for anything of
that nature.

Even the headline 600 PS output seems

likely to elicit a shrug these days. Beyond
a certain level - debate at leisure what
that might be - it’s all academic anyway:
itcan’t really be enjoyed on the public
road. On the upside, it’s good to hear that
the FO0 still feels rear driven even with
all four wheels working: it’s just a shame
itdoesn’t offer more of the connection we
crave when pressing on.

But perhaps the new M5’s biggest
headache comes fromwithin, and the
latest MY 18-spec M3 in Competition
Package form. Unlike back in the day
when hot 3-series were, well, small, and
the 5-series was, er, bigger, there’s plenty
of room in a current M3, unless you want
to chauffeur adults around, and the boot’s
a fair size, too. It’s too early to say if the
M3 outpoints its bigger brother, butI
strongly suspectit’s more fun to drive.
And then there’s the sound. There may be
an engineering reason why the M5'sV8
still sounds flac— reducing lag, apparently
— but the straighe-six sounds better.

All of which leaves me wondering
where the new M5 fits in. Undeniably a
good car, [ awaitits arrival in the UK to see
if and where it can carve its own niche.

WARRANTY-FRIENDLY UPGRADES FOR BMW M3/M4.

Splash out.

Splash out in safety with the AC Schnitzer range of warranty-friendly upgrades for the current M3 or M4, Our 510PS
performance upgrade comes with a 3 year*/60,000km engine warranty that lets you sleep at night. And our full program

of compatible upgrades including our sublime RS adjustable suspension, forged alloy wheels, sports exhaust and advanced
aerodynamic components enhance driving dynamics and control still further, leaving the standard car hung out to dry.

See our website for details, or call us for your nearest AC Schnitzer dealer.

510PS8 performance upgrade
with 3 year engine warranty

Carbon fibre spoiler elements
and full width lower splitter

Hi-flow sports exhaust with 90mm
tailpipes & carbon rear diffuser

e =
sSEANITZER

www.ac-schnitzer.co.uk 01485542000 i

20" AC1 lightweight forged alloy
wheels for superior response

RS suspension with independent
damping & ride height adjustment

Low or high level GT-style
carbon fibre racing wing

"Huge acceleration....more predictable handling”

Yok kk ¥y Evo magazine

“Biblically fast” - BMW Car magazine
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ALPINE ATI0

O BEGIN WITH, THE ALPINE
Al10 was quite a long way wide
of the mark in terms of where it
needed to be to take on the Porsche
718 Cayman. And that has always been
Alpine’s core mission with the A110. In
the early days, though, it was a bit ropey
beside its arch nemesis from Germany.

How do we know this? Because we
drove an early prototype of the A110 well
over a year ago now, having been invited
to do so by Alpine’s Dutch boss Michael
van der Sande and his amiable team
of mostly French engineers. We spent
wo days driving it and talking with its
creators, finding our exactly what Alpine’s
intentions were with the car.

They said they wanted to build a sports
coupe in the vein of the original A110, one
that would be lighter, more agile, faster
and just plain better than a 718 Cayman.
But we got on the plane home at the end
of those two days wondering if Alpine
wasn't aboutto make a rather large, rather
expensive mistake with the new A110.

To be honest it didn't ride that well,
didn't steer too sweetly, made a not
especially-nice noise and had a dual-
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clutch gearbox that didn’t change gear too
brilliantly, either. Just over a year ago the
A110 was, to be brutally frank, nowhere
near the Caymarn.

Scroll forward to May 2017, however,
and we were invited to drive the A110
again; this time two pre-production
prototypes that had, according to chief
engineer David Twohig, been transformed
compared with the cars we'd sampled six
months earlier. The gearchange had been
heavily reworked, as had the steering and
suspension, while the exhaust note had
been ‘well and truly fixed’, said Twohig.
And he was right. The pre-production
Al110 was a very different car. A much
better car.

Precty much all of the wrongs had been
righted. The 1.8-litre turbocharged engine
had become much sweeter in its delivery,
while the ride, handling, brake feel,
steering and exhaust note had all become
far more refined, but also far more sporting
intone. The second timewe drove the A110
— again for two days straight on both road
and track and in wet and dry conditions —
we got back on the plane thinking it was
every inch a rival for the 718 Cayman. It

Left and top: unfussy interior, carbon-shelled
bucket seats and mix of leather and Alcantara
strike Just theright sporting note. Above: Brembo
brake calipers; launch edition has 18in alloys

was all but ready, we reckoned, to take on
the world, because van der Sande and his
team had, we felt, delivered a nearperfect
ligheweight alternative to the Porsche.

And now here we are again, this time —
and at last - driving a full production-spec
version of the car that will come to the UK
in the second quarter of 2018, tested here
in launch Premiére Edition trim, alongside
the rest of the world’s motoring press.
Excired? You bet.

Verdict? Having spent the equivalent
of a week driving the A110 now, in
various guises and at various stages of its
evolution, I'm prepared to swallow hard,
take a great big brave pill and come right
out and say it—I genuinely think the A110
is a nicer, sweeter and just better car to
drive than a Porsche 718 Cayman.

Blimey. So there you have it, but where
on earth do we go from here? Right back
to the beginning, I guess, in order to try to
explain how van der Sande and his small
but perfectly formed team of enthusiast
designers and engineers have managed to
create such a fantastic car in the first place.

It started, as most of the best plans do,
with just one simple idea - to recreate the

‘The key factor,
right from the
very beginning,
was lightness’

spirit of Alpine’s cars of yesteryear, and
specifically the original A110, by buildinga
two-seat, rear-drive coupe almost entirely
from aluminium, with the engine behind
the driver; a car that would be very light,
very agile, and would punch well above its
weight in terms of performance relative to
its power. And the key factor, right from
the very beginning, was its lightness.

Which is why the Premiére Edition
A110 you see here (of which there will be
just 1955 examples, the number marking
the year in which Alpine was formed, and
all of which are already sold) weighs just
1103kg, and that’s with fluids and fuel, not
a dry weight. In the fullness of time there
will be wo regular production models:
Pure and Légende. The Pure version
will be lightly stripped out and should
therefore weigh slightly less, while the
Légende will have things like satnav and
a high-end stereo as standard and weigh
perhaps 15-20kg more.

Either way, we are talking here about
a car that weighs around 230kg less than
the lightest entry-level Cayman. Only once
this sinks in do you begin to understand
what the new A110 is all about. Because
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‘Instantly the
A110 feels nimble,
delicate, intimate

inits responses

ALPINE AT10

once you ger that, once you realise just how light it actually is,
everything else about it begins to make perfect sense.

This includes its high-quality but unashamedly uncomplicated
interior. Whatever spec it comes in, there’s enough inside the A110
to keepyouintrigued, fascinated even, including a TFT instrument
cluster and a pair of brilliantly supportive, ultra-lightweight
carbonfibre seats made by Sabelt. But there are precisely zerofrills.
Nothing inside the A110 isn'tfunctional in some way, and the view
out of it is also exceptional in all directions for a mid-engined car.
You climb in, shuffle your bum right down into the seat, run your
palms over the part-suede, partleather steering wheel, register
that there’s a pleasant whiff of leather throughout and think: this
is tidy, thisis good. This is, in fact, very good indeed.

And despite its relatively tiny dimensions — at 4180mm long,
1798mm wide and just 1252mm high, it’s more compact than the
Cayman in every way — the A110 doesn’t feel small or cramped
inside. MD van der Sande is a towering 6ft 7in and he fits, just,
even with a crash helmet on, so for anyone of remotely regular
proportions there is plenty of room in which to operate. Not that
the A110 feels in any way clinical on the move, anything but...

Press the starter button and there’s a distinctive, surprisingly
loud burst of noise from behind before the 249bhp, four-cylinder
turbo engine settles to a meaningful burble at idle. In Normal
mode, which is the default on start-up, the digital inscrument
display contains a speedo and rev-counter that are identically
sized, bur if you then select Sport by pressing a small red burton
on the right-hand side of the wheel, the display changes and the
rev-counter becomes more dominant, which is a nice touch. And
if you then press and hold the red button for a couple of seconds
the display changes again as Track mode engages, and thenits all
about the tacho. In all modes, however, the clarity of information
on display is excellent, unusually so for any car, but especially one
that’s made in France (and in Dieppe specifically).

Engage first gear via the righrhand column-mounted
paddleshifter — there is, shock-horror, no manual gearbox option
for the A110; instead you get a dual-clutch semi-auto, like it or not
—and from the moment it starts to move, the A110 somehow feels
right. It also feels immediately light on its feet, with a refreshing
absence of inertia, not just via the light but feelsome electric power
steering but through the seats as well. Instantly the A110 feels
nimble, delicate, intimate in its responses. It feels, dammit, bloody
marvellous, in a way that most modern sports cars, which weigh
what they do because they’re festooned with so much stuff that
they don’t really need, absolutely cannot replicate.

And when you put your foot down, it goes, properly. Perhaps
more importantly still, it also sounds good. Raspy and sporting and
quick, far more so than the flac-four-engined 718 Cayman. There’s
a touch of lag in the higher gears bur that’s OK. In fact, it adds to
the A110’s appeal in a curious kind of way because turbocharged
cars that have a bit of lag actually feel more exciting when they
startto go. So when the torque arrives, itdoes soinarush, and you
feel as though you need to hold on tight to the reins just o keep up.
Subjectively this makes the A110 feel a whole lot quicker than its
equivalent Cayman in terms of pure acceleration, and the vastly
more appealing noise it makes simply rubs salt into the wound.

The numbers support this, wo, Alpine claiming a 0-62mph

Left: almost entirely aluminium
construction meansA110 welghs just
1103kg - and that really shows, right
from the moment you start driving
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rme of 4.5sec (a PDK Cayman takes 4.7sec
with launch control, a manual Cayman
5.1) and a top speed electronically limited
to 155mph. Just guessing, I'd say the
0-100mph time is somewhere around the
10-11sec mark, and because it's so light
it doesn’t burn much fuel in the process —
officially 46.3mpg for the combined cycle
and a mere 138g/km for emissions.

The gearbox works fine but isnt a
highlight. It's fast, efficient, decent, but
not mind-blowing, even though the auto-
blips on downshifts are well executed and
there are some nice crackles to be heard on
the overrun in Sport and Track modes.

The three driver modes — Normal,
Sport and Track — deliver their own
characteristics for the throttle, gearbox,
exhaust, traction control, stability control
and e-diff all becoming fruitier as you
scroll your way up through them. But not
the dampers. These are passive items,
so stay the same in all modes, which
proves just how confident Alpine’s chassis
engineers are in their core product.

And it’s the chassis that really steals
the show. With a classic set-up of double

14 www.evo.co.uk

‘It flows across the
ground and breathes
with the road the way

the best Lotuses do’

unequal-length wishbones at each corner,
a superlightweight aluminium body to
carry around and a strong, stiff and again
ulera-lightweight aluminium frame at its
core, the A110 has all the right ingredients
to deliver ride and handling greatness.
But, even so, the way it flows so cleanly
across the ground, ‘breathing’ with the
road in the same way that the best Lotuses
have done over the years, still comes as a
delightful surprise.

The steering is light, delicate and
accurate, but also delivers genuine feel
through the rim. As a result, you feel you
can place the A110 with almost millimetric
precision, while having toral faith in the
front end because the turn-in response is
so crisp, without being hyperreactive.

At the same time the tail is also
beautifully controlled, and very well
balanced relative to the frontend bite.
And while all that’s going on, there’s a
fundamental composure to the ride that

Above left:instruments change configuration
depending ondriving mode. Left: buttons for the
DCT - there’s nomanual gearbox option

Alpine A110
Premiére Edition

Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1798cc, turbo
Power 249bhp @ 6000rpm
Torque 236lb ft @ 2000-5000rpm
Transmisslon Seven-speed dual-clutch,
rear-wheel drive
Front suspenslon Double wishbones, coil
springs, passive dampers, anti-roll bar
Rear suspenslon Double wishbones, coil
springs, passive dampers, anti-roll bar
Brakes Ventilated discs,
320mm front and rear
Wheels 18in front and rear
Tyres 205/40 ZR18 front, 235/40 ZR18 rear
Welght 1103kg
Power-to-welght 22abhp/ton
0-62mph 4.5sec (claimed)
Topspeed155mph (limited)
Baslc price c£50,000
Onsale Premigre Edition sold out;
Pure and Légende versions from July 2018

evorating

provides the A110 with a unique sense of
maturity, a feeling of control but also a
highly unusual level of calm. On any road
it feels comfortable and refined but also
sharpandincisive, all at the sametime. Asa
combination it really is some achievement,
and not just for a first-time effort but for
any car, from any manufacturer.

The fact that the A110 is also fun and
playful and deceptively fast to drive on
a track, where it can be held in big, long
driftswhen it's slippery, despite not having
amechanical differential, almost feels like
abonus, especially when you consider that
there will be a faster, stiffer, lighter, more
track-focused version in 12 months’ time.
But then the A110’s real genius is that it
can do brilliant things on both road and
track already, even in its launch form. It
might even be a risk to mess with what is
clearly a winning formula.

Either way, the Porsche Cayman at long
last has a true (blue) rival on its hands, a
car that looks great in the metal — and out
on the public road - and drives even better
than it looks. A car that wears its Alpine
badge with pride, and deservedly so. B

HOW TO TURN A ROUGH DIAMOND INTO
A WORLD-BEATING PERFORMANCE CAR

WE DROVE THE A0 AT TWO DISTINCTLY
different stages of Its development. The
first time was towards the end of 2016,
and to be honest we weren't massively
Impressed by what we found. Whichwas
baslcally acar that needed alot of palish
administering to make It even remotely
competitive with a Parsche Cayman. The
steering wasn't quite there Interms of
feelor precision, the paddleshifters for
the dual-clutch gearbox lacked definition
and the shift Itself felt turgld as aresult.

There was mare. The exhaust note
wasnh'tquite right and there was too
much travel on the brake pedal anda
hit too much lag from the turbocharged
englne. We relayed all of this without any
sugar-coating to Alpine's enthuslastic
englneers and speclfically to chief
engineer David Twohig, who took It anthe
chinand baslcally sald: ‘Trust me, | know
we'ra not there yet but we will get there
eventually, because we know where we
need to end up,

Slx months later we went back to try
the AT10 again, this time on both road
and track near Lyon, and the weather
chucked It down for most of our stay. But
this time pretty much everythingabout
the A0 had been Improved. Hugely so.

Alpine MD Michaelvan der Sandewas
there, as was Twohig and his two main
asslstants, Renaud Hantz (powertrain)
and Terry Balllon (chassis). We spent two
days howling around In two different pre-
production A110s plus a Megane Trophy R
as areference for how quick the A0 was.

The answer to that was ‘very’. The
AN0 could drop the Trophy R easily, an
road or track, but thatwasn't the main
Issue. What mattered was that the ATIO's
gearchange was much hetter, much
snappler, Its chassls and steering In
particular had finally hit thelr sweetspots,
the brakes felt far crisper and the power
dellvery now had an eclge to It that wasn't
there before. One of the cars we drove
had the old-spec paddles, the other the
new spec, and the difference was chalk
and cheese. Otherwise, both cars were
pretty close to production specification
bara few quality Issues, and they both
drove quite beautifully, on road and track.

| came away thinking that van der
Sande and his team might Just have a
world-beater on thelr hands, and, having
now driven the full production version,
I'm quietly confident that Alpine, with
perhaps Just a tiny bit of help from evo,
has delivered Just that.
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Market

ENGINE

There are lots of scare stories on the
internet, but the first thing to understand
is that gen-1 and gen-2 cars have
completely different engines. Most
problems are with gen-1s and, according
to Grant Pricchard, MD of leading
independent Hartech, a lot have been
exaggerated. ‘It has really depressed
prices, he says. ‘The gen-1 engine does
have shortcomings, but if you understand
and can work with them, they're good
value cars — and fantasdc to drive.'

The weak spots are crankshaft
bearings, timing chains, the intermediate
shaft bearing and cylinder liners. ‘Some
issues are mileage-related,” says Grant.
‘Crankshaft bearings wear over time,
and cylinders become more oval, buc this
tends to be from 90,000 miles upwards.’

More random issues are timing chains
that snap —‘very rare, but it does happen’
— and IMS bearing failure, which is more

N8 www.evo.co.uk

common ‘but nowhere near as common
as internet chit-chat suggests’. From late
2005, Porsche doubled the size of the
bearing, which helped considerably.

The biggest gen-1 issue is scoring of
the cylinder bores. The problem was the
material used — Lokasil —and the only
fix is replacing the cylinder liners with
a harder-wearing replacement. Clues o
scored bores include excessive smoke
on start-up and blackened tailpipes. A
number of specialists offer checks by
endoscope, but scoring could start at any
time. So if you're looking for a gen-1 car,
either buy one that's had a rebuild by a
specialist, or keep funds in reserve — from
around £6k up to about £10k to replace
all six liners and do the crank bearings
and chains at the same time.

‘We advise buyers to factor-in the
probability that they are going to have
to rebuild an engine at some point,’ says
Grant. If you've done that and picked up

a car for £25k, it’s not such a drama. It's
people who stretch themselves to buy a
car for £22k who finish up in wouble...’

Meanwhile you can reduce - but
not remove — the risk by lowering the
operating temperature of the engine by
installing a low-temp thermostat and
using high-quality low-friction oil.

Gen-2 cars (from late 2008) have a
much better reputation. One of many
changes was a switch from Lokasil to
Alusil for the cylinder material, another
was doing away with the intermediate
shaft, and the crank was redesigned,
to0. ‘Overall gen-2 engines are massively
more reliable, says Grant, ‘though we are
starting to see some issues with higher
mileage cars. Personally, [ would have a
contingency fund even for a gen-2.’

TRANSMISSION

‘All the transmissions — manual, Tiperonic,
PDK - are very strong in our experience,’

says Grant. ‘We very rarely see any
problems.’

SUSPENSION, STEERING, BRAKES
‘All of these things wear, just as they
would with any performance car,’ says
Grant, ‘and gen-1 dampers are getting
prone to corroding now, but you've got
to remember some of these cars are 13

or 14 years old. On high-mileage cars we
often find the suspension is getting a little
tired, so you may be looking at renewing
dampers and bushes.’

BODY, INTERIOR, ELECTRICS

“No significant corrosion issues as yet.
Even on early cars, it’s usually just things
like exhaust fixings,’ says Grant. The
grilles at the front tend to suck in damp
leaves and other crud, which leads to
corrosion of the air-con condensers and
coolant rads. Some owners fit fine-mesh
inserts to prevent ingress.

Aboveleft: engine isyour main area of
concemwith 997 Carreras, particularly
first-gen examples. Abave: bodywork
should be corrosion-free. Below: PCM
infotainment system addsvalue

BUYING GUIDE

SPECIFICATION (o972 carrera s)

Engine Flat-zix, 3800cc

Max power 380bhp @ 6500cpm
Max torcque 3101b £t @ 4400cpm

Teansmission Six-speed manual [seven-
speed POK option], rear-
wheel drive

Weight 1425kg (271bhp/ tan)
0-62mph 4.7sec [claimed)
Top speed 188mph [claimed)

Price new F72,698 (2008]

PARTS PRICES

Genuine Porsche parts for 997.1 Carrera S

from designall.co.uk. Tyre prices from

blackcircles.com. All prices include VAT

but exclude fitting

Tyces £190.80 foont, £242.80
cear (Michelin Pilot
oport >

Front pads £263.31 [sek]

Front discs  £414.96 [pair)

Damper £350.43 [single, PASM]
Clutch kit £408.31 [manual]
Sports £1693 [including cats,
exhaust DesignTek]

Spack plugs  £138.38 [sek)
0il filter £24.92

SERVICING

Prices from hartech.org, Including VAT,
Annual service recommended.

Minoe £282
Intermediate  £420
Major £780

Repair bills for the 997 Carreras can be
huge. The table below shows the average
repair costs for the top five major faults
alongside the price of buying peace of
mind with a warranty from Warrantywise.

Average engine cepaic £12,000

Average multimedia cepair £2704
Average clutch cepaic E£2153
Average electeical cepaic  £1017

Average cooling repair £O74

In association with
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Market

You can find gen-1 Carreras for as little
as £20k, but they’re usually high-mileage
Tiptronics with multiple owners and
patchy histories, best approached with
caution (and a hefty contingency fund
for the bills that will almost inevitably
follow). Manuals and early Ss startat
around £23k, but we reckon £25k-30kis a
realistic budget for a sound car.

Wide bodies, the Sport chassis, Bose,

RICHARD PORTER

‘| blame the birth of our daughter. Bables
spend most of their time sleeping, so you
have a lot of time on your hands, which Is a
very dangerous thing. So back in the summer
| started looking at 911s. I've always wanted
one, and | just thought: “I know we've just had
a baby, but if not now, then when?

‘| found this car at RSJ in Slough. It's a 997.2
€25 PDK In Porsche nerd terms. I did look at
a manual as well, because that's what people
like us are supposed to do, but this felt like
the right car - right colour, Sport Chrona pack,
upgraded stereo. It also has a retro-fitted
sports wheel with proper paddles: so much
more satisfying than buttons. Mine's got the
mild sports seats, not the full hardcore ones. |
still thought they might be a bit hard but the
longer you sit in them the comfier they get.

‘It's got so much depth. It works really
well as an everyday car: around town, PDK is
brilliant. Then you get out of town, stick itin
Sport Plus, and it's just wonderful. It's also
the last 911 with hydraulic steering and the
maore you drive It, the more you realise how
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PCM infotainment, Sport Chrono and
sports seats (and PASM dampers on basic
Carreras) all add value.

Gen-2 cars are considerably more
expensive. Expect to pay £35k+ for a
Carrera with low-to-average miles. The
gen-2 S is particularly strong, with even
high-milers commanding up to £40k.
Around £40k-45k should buy a good car
with average miles and full history.

much information it's giving you. The engine's
lovely - it's quite torquey but when you go
past about 3500 revs it really comes on song
and is wailing away like a racing car. | love it
‘It had 48,000 miles when | got it, and
three months later it's just ticked over 50k.
I thought I'd use it occasionally but actually
I'm using it almost all the time, including the
commute from North London to the Grand
Tour studio near Chipping Norton.
‘Hammond was quite cross when | got
it because he used to have a 997 and now
wants one again. May's got one, but a manual.
Obviously Clarkson has to keep up his comedy
stance on Porsches, so accused me of buying
“a Beetle", but if he tried one of these I reckon
he'd struggle to pretend he hated It.

997.1 CARRERA S ROAD TEST,
AUGUST 2004

‘Third gear selected, | floor the throttle.
With the instantaneous response of a big-
capacity engine with low-inertia internals,
the 997 punches forward with tremendous
force, engine note hardening with

effort, steam-hammer torque melding
with vibrant top-end zing. No normally
asplirated 911 has ever felt this muscular.

‘Resisting the temptation to fiddle with
the damper settings and Sport and PSM
buttons at first, and with confidence and
speed building, grip levels are clearly huge.

‘Switching the dampers into their
firmer setting, the difference is subtle but
perceptible, with more incisive turn-in
and a more detailed stream of feedhack
flowing through the steering wheel.
Engaging Sport is the final piece of the
puzzle, providing an electronic shot of
adrenaline through the 997's systems,
sharpening its response further.

‘The Carrera S shines a little brighter
as each stage is phased-in. The bond
might take a little longer to form, but
the rewards are still there for the taking.
-evo 070

BMW M3 (E92)

A high-revving 414bhp 4-litre V8, 0-62 In
4.8sec (155mph limited maximum), and a
hrilliant rear-drive chassis, especially with
the Competition Package. High-milers
from £20k; best examples £30k-35k.

MASERATI GRANTURISMO
Striking and accomplished GT, with a
309bhp V8; 0-62 in 5.25ec and 177mph
maximum (434bhp S even guicker). Ran
from 2007 to 2017, 50 plenty to choose
from, with good ones from c£30k.

ASTON MARTIN V8 VANTAGE
Aston's answer to the 911, just about to
end production after 12 glorious years.
From £30k for an early 4.3 (380bhp,
0-62 In 5sec, 175mph), £40k-plus for 4.7
(420bhp, 4.8s5ec, 180mph)

DRIVING IS SO MUCH MORE THAN GETTING FROM A TO B
FORGET CONFORMING, SREWA:Te[hs-3 V' \ I [ (R 1Uks

CRSVCI YN QIO SOMETHING BIGGER

TAKING THE LONG WAY HOME AND SWITCHING OFF FROM THE 9-5

I A DEEPER CONNECTION AMRRII A UL MY

UNDERSTANDING IT'S ABILITY AND FINDING YOUR OWN

SAYING NO TO 'ISN'T IT FAST ENOUGH?
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ABT AUDI RS6 POWER R

Abt Sportsline unleashes the mighty RS6 Avant Performance’s 200mph potential

P, o Sasee e e, e e R —— |

NOTALL TUNING COMPANIES ARE
equal. While plenty make great
modifications and tease out impressive
power figures, and many take over
manufacturer warranties, very few have
such a close relationship with the original
manufacturer that they get accessto a

car before its release and can offer an
upgrade as soon as it goes on sale. One
such tuner is Abt Sportsline.

The Bavarian company can trace its
history all the way back to 1896, when
blacksmith Johann Abt fitted a device toa
horse-drawn carriage that allowed it to be
converted into a sledge when it snowed.
Later it became an agent for Horch and
then Audi, but it wasn't until the late '60s,
when another Johann Abt, grandson of
the founder, started racing and offering
upgraded parts, that Abt turned from a
dealership to a tuning firm, too. It made
its reputation increasing the performance
of Golfs and Audi 80s by enlarging engine
capacities, adding better-flowing exhausts
and upgrading the suspension. And,
right to this day, the core of its work has
remained VW Group products.

Which brings us to Abt’s take on the
Audi RS6 Performance. Even though the
big, 4-litre twin-turbo V8-powered estate
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Above: 725bhp makes short work of 200mph;
sadly, winter tyres kept us to170mph (or 275kph)

was always going to be a niche offering,
it was crying out for someone to liberate
it from its OEM shackles. Not that the
standard car is underpowered — with
597bhp and 5531b ft of torque, it certainly
isn't— but its top speed is limited toa
measly 155mph or, optionally, 174mph.
Once Abt has finished with it, however,
that increases to 200mph — a much more
appropriate V-max and no longer sitting
at the same speed as every hot hatch or
mid-range saloon on the autobahn.

Rather than just removing the limiter
to get the Avant to hit the double ton,
Abt has increased the engine’s power to
725bhp and torque to a massive 6781b ft.
It might be one of the more sophisticated
tuners but, like all the others, it knows
how to dazzle with big numbers!

These monster outputs are achieved
by adding Abt's own separate ECU, a
high-pressure fuel pump and a bespoke
Akrapovic titanium exhaust syscem wich
a pre-muffler replacement pipe. Total
cost: 20,000 euros plus taxes. The car we
drove was also equipped with a set of Abt
21-inch diamond-cut wheels. Sadly they
were fitted with Dunlop SP Winter Sport
4D tyres that limit top speed to 170mph
(275kph). Frustrating when you know the
car's full capabilities; even more so when
you discover just how easy it is to reach
170mph on a derestricted autobahn:
only a short gap in traffic and you shoot
from UK cruising speeds, past where the
regular limiter would be and on to the
tyre’s top speed in a matter of seconds.

The RS6's refined interior rather
muffles the exhaust. And the extra power
isn’t easily detectable at lower speeds
and on B-roads — not a surprise when the
standard car is so fast — but it does make
it feel lighter; the car responding more
eagerly when you touch the chrottle.

Abt’s upgrades probably don’t make
much sense if you don’t have frequent
access to derestricted autobahns or take
partin top speed events on old airfields.
But if you do, well, you know who to call.

SHOWROOM MARKETPLACE

DRIVING
EXPERIENCES

DRIVING EXPERIENCES
ALSO AVAILABLE AT
CROFT CIRCUIT
1 croficircuit.co.uk
SUPERCARS 3 = 01325721815

Tel. 01280 701919

Peugeot & Citroen Performance & Tuning Specialists

¥ Peugeot 205 Specialst

(along with all ether modals)

v Service & Repairs

Full Restorations

Engine, Gearbox
& Axle Rebuilds

v Engine Conversions
& Tuning Packages

%
PUGIOFF am

Parts Shop

1 Boundary Road, Buckingham Road Industrial Estate, Brackley, Northants. NN13 7ES Tel. 01280 701919 www.pugioff.com www.peugeot-tuning-parts.co.uk
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WHY WAIT?

HARRINGTON

LUXURY CAR FINACE

>

01604 973 289

www. harringtonfi e.co.uk

Harrington Finance is a trading name of Portman Asset Finance Ltd. Portman Asset ce Ltd is authorised and regulated by The Financial Conduct
Authority (FCA) FRN 719988. Poriman Asset Finance Limited is a credit h_[é_ir'nutu lender. The firm deals with a panel of lenders.

Renault 5 highs and

911 lows feature In the
ownership history of
evo reader Chris Owens

VW Polo Coupe (Mk2)

VW Polo (hatchback, Mk2)
Vauxhall Astra GTE
Renault 5 GT Turbo
Renault Clio 16V

MGF (VVC)

Mazda MX-6

Porsche Boxster S (986)
Audi S4 Cabriolet (B6)
Porsche @11 Carrera S (997)
Audi TTS (Mk2)

Porsche Boxster S Sport Editlon (987)

Kla Cee'd Sportwagon CRDI
Volvo V40 D4
Audi S1

PORSCHE 911 CARRE
k ersw

Emall your buying Journey with a selection of Images to eds@evo.co.uk
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Sports-& Prestige Motor Vehicles

[f you are looking for a new or quality
pre-owned Lotus then look no further.
At Howards Lotus we have one of the
largest stocks of new and pre-owned

Lotus in the country.

We share your enthusiasm for Lotus and

are truly passionate about the brand.

Speak to us today to see how we can help
you enjoy the thrill of driving in 2018 and

find out why we are the fastest growing

Lotus dealer in the country.

Howards Lotus

2, Hildesheim Bridge, Weston-super-Mare, Semerset BS23 3PT.

Right now we are offering you

representative on New Lotus Models

Evo
Magazine
5 Star

WEE

NEW Lotus Exige CUP 380 1.8
Essex Blue, Choice of 2

Tel: 01934 331255

Evo

Magazine

5 Star
Review

NEW Lotus Elise Sprint 220 Metallic Grey

Evo Magazine Sportscar of the Year

NEW Lotus Exige SPORT 350

Pewter Grey

2017 Lotus Evora Sport 410 2dr
Ultraviolet, 1,100 Miles

Evo

Magazine

5 Star
Review

2016 Lotus Exige S 3.5 WT-I Club Racer 2dr
Metallic Yellow.

New Evora GT430
0-60in 3.6 Seconds
Cash Price Deposit Balance 35 Manthly Payments
£43993.00 £4,599.50 £41,39550 £642.40
Optional Firal Payment  |Interest Charged | Total Amount Payable  [APR .
£25577.83 £6,666.33 £52,66133 Representative 6 8% Cau fordetails _ One Of 60 L\m\ted Editions

Based on 6,000 miles par annum, Excess mileage charged at 15,87 pence per mile, Finance
subject to status, terms and conditions.

2016 Lotus Elise 1.8 250 CUP
White, 1,700 Miles

2017 Lotus Exige 3.5 Sport 380 2dr
Metallic Black, 2,500 Miles

www.howardsgroup.co.uk/lotus

Lotus Range Official Fuel Cansumption Figures in mpg (1/100kml Urban 19.5(14.5]- 34.0(8.3), Extra Urban 372

(7.61- 5.5 5.01, Cornbined 28.0 [10.11- 44 8 16.3]. COZ emissians 149-235g/km

Madels shown forillustration purposes only. This offer replaces all previously advertised offers. Subject to status n @
Terms and conditions apply. *Excluding Elise 1.6 & Evora GT430 madels. All new car prices are the MRRF, =
include delivery & on the road charges. Factory orders available for spring delivery,
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/"\\\\ MidlandCredit
=G~

NEED CAR FINANCE? SN N )’
o k. in?’

e

~ezgpmgiaamn

Ove, v

BUY ANY CAR {0

from any DEALER

The handling, performance and driver feedback of the CSR
are a joy and take the 981 experience to the next level.

Tim Harvey - BTCC & Carrera Cup Champion

T - +44 (0)1266 863 824 - o
POOR CREDIT v NO FEES - g mnmeiieo s L ST = JEULIWTN =

26.9% APR REPRESENTATIVE

<

Unit 1, M11 Business Link, Stansted, Essex, CM24 8GF p
Tel: 01279 813907 Mob: 07880 554460 / @ by
Email: sales@castlesportscars.co.uk oE aee mE e et = )

www.castlesportscars.co.uk S P O R TS C A R S

TRUSTED 0£50,000 | R
CAR FINANCE BROKER* NO ADHIN Fep

% TRUSTPILOT

APPLY ONLINE NOW! _‘ L o

Midland Credit Ltd is a licensed credit broker and not a Lender and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for consumer credit
FCA no. 732202. 26.9% Apr repr ive written J ilable upon request , the rate you will be offered will depend upon your personal circumstances www.evo.co.uk 129




IT'S QUATTRO SEASON

The ‘quattro’ badge

A smal
most any ter
avoid gripping situations. Especiall g
tuning quattro all-wheel drive Audis for over a decade, which is why customers trust their cars with us
all year round — not just during winter. But as it is winter — or what's affectionately known within the
Audi commur ro season — why not give us a call just to check everything is as it should be.

detail that means a great deal. It tells you that the car
Confident around every bend. And provides outstanding
n the wet or snow. At Unit 20, we've been servic

sure-footed on a Tai

y as qu

And you’ll be back enjoying the snow before the plough arrives.
Call Unit 20 now on 0151 336 6888, or visit unit20.com

UNIT 20 | FIVEWAYS
WIRRAL CH6

JSE | LIVERPOOL ROAD | CLAYHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | NESTON |
RU | TELEPHONE 0151 336 6888.

revo Authorised Dealer VAR Group Spssiaiiet

SALES, SERVICE
AND RENOVATION

FOR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

Mobil kI

SERVICE CENTRE

\

2007 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA 4S5 (997) £ 36,950
28L RHD 42,600 miles

Qur 997 Carrera 45 is truly a stunner. The Porsche aero
pack adds a redesigned front splitter and burmper whilst
adding a GT3 style rear wing, giving it a more agaressive
appearance. The aero pack compliments this car
espacially dus to the wide kody rear end of the 4 wheel
drive 911s.

2003 PORSCHE 911 TURBO TIPTRONIC (996) £ 44,950
36L RHD 48,235 miles

Qur 996 Turbo is in fantastic condition and a cradit to
its previous Keepers. This example presents well finished
in Arctic Silver Metallic with black perforated memory
leather seats and Alcantara headlining. The car also has
the extended leather to the dashboard and doors and has
the desirable and rare sunroof option.

2003 PORSCHE 911 TURBO MANUAL (996) £52,950
36L  RHD 46,424 miles

o | 1 Without gquestion one of the best examples of the iconic
9l (996) turbo we have seen. Flawless body-work
and interior finish. Up-to-date and fully docurmented
service record, Without fault, standard and unrmcdified.
Emerging classic representing good investment potential.

2004 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA GT3 (996 MK2) £ 69,950
36L  RHD 40,600 miles

f i B Since its launch in 1999, enthusiasts recoanised
imrnediately that the GTZ reignited the flame of the
rnuch missed RS model. Named after the FIA Group GT3
and built to homologate the 996 for the Porsche cup,
this new high performance Porsche variant was virtually
a turn-key racer yet flexible encugh to be used as a
claily driver.

FOR OUR FULL RANGE OF PORSCHES
AND OTHER PRESTIGE MARQUES,
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE

RENAISSANCE CLASSICS, Trackspeed House,
Portsmouth Road, Ripley, Surrey GU23 6HB

01483 225878 info@renaissance-classics.co.uk
www. renaissance-classics.co.uk

Our aim is to provide our customers with a first-class service
and to keep your vehicles in top mechanical condition,
and to provide sound value for money for all your service
requirements.

Renaissance is a Mobil 1 approved service centre and has
excellent workshop facilities and state of the art diagnostics
equipment.

We can offer a "ONE-STOP SHOP” for a family which owns
different makes and models

B FREE BASIC CAR HEALTH CHECK. An initial 50-point check
and personal examination by our technicians with your car up
on the ramp. We will identify any faults or potential problems,
but only the repair work authorised by you will be charged for.

B FULL DIAGNOSTICS CHECK. Extensive 130-point check
using the latest diagnostics technology.

B FIXED PRICE SERVICING or QUOTATIONS. This can apply
not only to the normal annual or mileage-related services, but
also to important work such as brake fluid changes, brake
pads and discs, belts, etc., so that you know the exact cost in
advance of routine work.

2013 PORSCHE CAYMAN 2.7L (981) £ 31,950
270 RHD 36,940 miles

Our 981 Cayman 2.7 is finished in Guards Red and is
suspended on the 20" Carrera Classic Alloy wheels with
Porsche coloured crested centre caps. These are shod
with a rnatched set of Pirelli Pzero N rated tyres and look
stunning. The Vehicle also has the Cayman S twin exit
sports exhaust that finishes off the looks of the car.

1969 PORSCHE 911E £150,000
221 LHD 74580 miles

This exqguisite 911E remained in its first owner's possession
for 40 vears where every service item from new has been
rmeticulously docurented. It is finished in Tangerine with
original Fuchs alloys and chrome still in perfect order. The
factory upgraded leather seats and all parts inside are
original and in areat condition.

1989 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA TURBO (930) £109,950
33L  LHD 49,818 km

i The last Evolution of the 'Original’ Turbo Features an
enlarged engine capacity of 23 Litres, Superior brakes
andl even more luxury. For the very last year of production
the 920 Turbo was fitted with the G5O 5 speed gearbox,
This example is one of these extremely desirable and
collectible last year cars.

2016 LOTUS ELISE S CUP £ 37,950
18L RHD 2,911 miles

fif i ikl I First released in September 1296, the Lotus Elise is a two
seat, mid-engine, rear wheel drive sports car. Built using
a ngid alurminium chassis and hand finished compaosite
body, the light weight and very low centre of gravity macle
for an exciting driving experience that instantly gave the
Elise an iconic cult status among sports car enthusiasts,

2015 ALFA ROMEO 4C £ 49,950
170 RHD 886 rniles

This Suly 1000 mile, one owner Alfa Romeo presents
without fault with the added benefit of recently passing
through our professional detailing studio just to raise
the standard to the next level. The factory option Rosso
Competitione (Red) paintwork therefore shows with a
deep gloss and flawless finish.




Allow us to demonstrate.

The Birds B-Series Dynamics Package for the BMW

M235i and M240i combines the grip-finding Quaife ATB &00

Differential with our signature B2 Sport Suspension set »

up - a kit developed uniquely with the help of industry D H [@]S
consultants and professional drivers to achieve both

superior ride quality and unrivalled handling
performance on the U.K’s diverse road surfaces.

Ultimate BMW Performance
www.birdsauto.com | 01753 657 444

Arrange a demonstration at Birds and we’'ll prove our
reputation for engineering the most enjoyable and
dynamically rewarding BMWs in the U.K.
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Legendary Brakes for Legendary Cars
. e

[ | remsw | e | | m
m

aupr).‘cdt I

Ford Mustang £154.42¢

GD Series USR Series.

» Cast using high quality 63000 alloy
coated for aesthet osion protection
Table shows cars featured in this issue. Full range of pads, discs and braided lines available for thousands more vehicles online = Grooves used to remove debi s and heat from

Visit ebcbrakes.com for details braking zone far imy fade resistance

“Prices include VAT and are correct at the time of publication.

EBc Buy direct at www.ebcbrakesdirect.com EBC

BRAKES or call (01604) 286 028 BRAKES

Porsche 911 2.7 RS RHD

Specialist Cars of Malton are proud to presem one. of the most
e famous RHD Porsche 911 2.7 RS Lightweights:in the world
For more information please call 01653 697722 e
or email us at john@specialistcarsitd.co.uk

www.evo.co.uk 133
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Sales: 01653 697722

ROMANS

= Servicing: 01653 696181
pecwlist Car: Eaar
5 z C"mw‘ﬁ - www.specialistcarsitd.co.uk INTERNATIONA
3 ~—" —~—

—— PASSIONATE ABOUT PERFORMANCE ——

Porsche 964 C4 Cabriolet

Bentley Continental GT BMW E30 M3
= In Stock Now. * In Stock Now * In-Stock Now |
* Granite Grey * Basalt Black = Diamantschwarz Metallie

= Convertible
@ Calluson 01653 697722 £79,995¢

= Very Low Mileage
Call us on D1653 697722 E59,995

* Stunning Example
Callus on 01653 697722 £54,995

|
{
|
I
|
i

Porsche 911 2.7 RS RHD Jaguar E-Type Series 2 2+2 Porsche 993 C4S

= Lightweight = Full Nut & Bolt Restoration = In Etock Now
* Very Low Mileage = Vory Rare Car
- Signal Red = Arclic Silver

Calljis'on 01653 697722 '£68,985

- *Very Famous Car

h % = Incredible History ‘l

| Call uson 01653697722 EPOA Call us on 01653 697722 £109,935
— L.t ¥ [ Tot— <}

Citroen DS19 Pallas Porsche 993 Cabriolet BMW M5 30 Jahre Edition

* In Stock Now = In Stack Now * |n.Stock Now
« Full Nut & Bolt Restaration « Aretic Silver !« 1ef30 UK Cars
* Very Low Mileage * Low Mileage i * Very Low Mileage
Call us on 01653 687722 £54,995 Call us'on 01653 697722 £74,995

Call uson 01653 837722  £49,995 |

Porsche 911/934 Tribuie Porsche 993 C2

Dodge Viper RT10

* 934 Jagermeister Tribute * Stipercharged * In Stock Now
= Jagermeister Orange Livery = 750 BHP - Arena Red
* Low Mileage M+ Low Mileage * Low Mileage

Call us on 01653 697722 £74,996 Callus on 01653 697722  £59,995

Call uson 01653 697722 £99,996 |

Renault Clio Sport V6 24V
* In Stock Now

BMW Z4 Alpina Roadster S

| Porsche 964 Turbo
= In Stock Now

» Total Concours Car

= Titan Silver * GP White | » [ceberg Silver
= 1 0f 170 UK Cars # | Full Nut & Bolt Restoration | * Cup Upgrades
|
| Callus'on 01653 697722 £31,995

! Calluson 01653637722 E21 .!95_ | _,é Call us on 01653 687722 £199,935 |

WWW.SPECIALISTCARSLTD.CO.UK

2005/55 PORSCHE CARRERA GT 2009 FERRARI 16M 430 SCUDERIA SPIDER LHD  2015/65 FERRARI 458 SPECIALE
6,705 Miles GT Silver with Black Leather 74 Miles Rosso Corsa with Grigio 3D Fabric & 950 Miles Rosso Scuderia with Nero Leather
£650,000 Blu Scuro Alcantara £389,950 £339,950

2016/66 MCLAREN 675LT SPIDER 2017 NOBLE M600 CARBONSPORT 2017/67 LAMBORGHINI HURACAN PERFORMANTE
1,060 Miles Chicane Grey with 20 Miles British Racing Green Tinted Exposed Carbon  Delivery Miles Arancio Anthaeus
Carbon Black Alcantara £335,000  Fibre with Black Alcantara & Leather £315,950 with Bicolour Alcantara £289,950

2017/17 FERRARI 488 SPIDER 2016/66 ASTON MARTIN VANTAGE GTé . 2017/67 MERCEDES AMG GTR
1,070 Miles Bianco Avus with a Nero Roof 625 Miles AM Racing Green  Delivery Miles Selenite Grey Magno with
& Nero Leather £244,950  with Pure Black Alcantara £189,950 Exclusive Black Nappa Leather £189,950

OVER 40 CARS IN

f romansinternational.com ﬁ
Follow us on Facebook 0843 775 9838 Follow us on Twitter
romansinternational Brighton Road (A217), Banstead, Surrey @romanscars
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“I will personally handle the transfer of your chosen
registration. You will deal direct with me from start
1 3 755 \ Ll 1o finish. All clients are given my mobile phone
number and can call me anytime. | guarantee you

Sjmp'yﬂegis‘raﬂonslco'uk (] a professional and efficient number plate buying
experience.”  James Saperia, Managing Director

performance at your fingertips

| 4750 JET | MEW 909 |

i EJ\JR BDLSS0 |E 31JH |H 7MKS & BDPN
4 75AS |4 42DM |y750JJS |¢ 36MS 4 32RB
4 7AWG 'k S5DSR |fE 97JM |4 S9MSC & 73RB
4 BMIl  4534DVJ |4 29KK | 5NAM . 7RCH
i 97CB | IGES /B 2LDW |§ I10DB /B 9RGD
. : PLUG-IN AND GO
Bi2ces 4 226 J§ 9LH JH OKMI ] 4 RGT
L CHRIIS /B 5GA | 62LW |l PAUIL | RKB3 Visit: www.MYBLUEFIN.co.uk
4 3BCK ¢ I5GP ¢ 92LW ¢ B4PB |/ 96RM or call: 01280 816 78I to bring your car alive
i 79CL /b WMHB B 7MBA | 7PCT J& RTNQ | I =4 ——
§ 19cT Ji s1J B e2mc | 53PD JH 25RW ]| j o= o bluefi—
i 520 Jf 3438 B2ME B 7PGT | : s R

*A no-quibble refund within |4 days (less the installation charge).Your statutory rights are not affected.

The Swiss Watch Specialists

\\\‘“"““\“‘\“"l""l""'!r.-I
\ 5 We specialise in the acquisition and sale of
\ %, N high quality Swiss watches both modern
and vintage, un-worn and pre-owned.
FREE INSURED POSTAL PACK

—Courtenay__

SPORT

\:)\f\." S 7
€© t\[ H AN Y

LS AGEEE

7
4””"’!/f/r£r.u.'.[rmf

“,

by appointment only:

i
5 /’_--—- +44 (0)20 8994 4567
: m 474a Chiswick High Road, Chiswick, London, W4 5TT
Rolex * Paneral « Tag Heuer « Audemars Piguet - Omega Breitling = Patek Philippe IWC Jaeger Le Coultre
— — | —

Telephone

D 1 6 9 2 4 043 1 3 = i o rtenay Sp:;;t Lt:d..’ F:;Igate Road, North Walsham, NR28 DAJ
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THIS MONTH

MINI JCW CHALLENGE // LEXUS RC F // AUDI RS5 // NISSAN GT-R //
SKODA SUPERB // FORD FOCUS ST ESTATE // FORD MUSTANG V8 CONVERTIBLE //
MAZDA MX-5 RF // VOLKSWAGEN GOLF GTE // DS 3 PERFORMANCE

loped

I Jﬁne.;'\@léﬁk backat what - .
special - and‘also so polarising <«



HERE WERE SOME SMALL THINGS
that | really liked about our Mini John
Cooper Works Challenge. That you
could change gear without the cruise control
automatically pausing. That when you disahled
the stop/start system it remained off, even
for your next journey. That the automatic
wipers stayed on automatic evenifyoudida
single wipe. That the simple radio had physical
buttons and dials rather than a touchscreen.
But as useful and as pleasing as those
aspects were day-to-day, the Challenge was at
its best when driven on great roads. S it made
sense to give it a proper send-off by takingit to
some of our favourite roads in Wales.
Like every iteration of new' Mini so far,
the Challenge felt so right before it had even
turned a wheel. The ergonomics were brilliant:
the seat could go low, the steering wheel

140 www.evo.co.uk

could be pulled out and angled to the perfect
position, the gearknoh atop the tall-locking
lever was close to your left hand, and the
pedals were nicely spaced for heel-and-toe
downchanges. Ironically, the Challenge could
rev-match foryou, and the only way to disable
the automatic throttle blipwas to tumn

the stability control fully off, but that was
something you could do without worry thanks
to the huge amount of grip from the chassis
and the Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 tyres.

The Challenge's control weights were
excellently judged, too. | particularly liked the
heavier steering in Spart made, as it helped
calm my steering inputs so | didn't overwork
the alert front encl. It also made the throttle
feel more urgent, helping with heel-and-toeing
aven further, and added some juvenile pops
and bangs from the exhaust. These could

be made even louder thanks to the system's
switchable element - a Bluetooth-enabled
flap cantrolled by a canister-like button in the
cabin - at which point the car sounded like it
had anti-lag. The noises were obnoxious, over
the top, and so entertaining. They also gave
the engine some much-needed character: the
228bhp 2-litre turhocharged four-cylinder was
smooth and torquey and made the Challenge
properly fast, but it was also not that keen

to reach its disappointingly low, not-quite-
6500rpm rev-limiter.

But even if this Mini had the most exciting
engine imaginable, it's still the chassis that
would have been the most memorable part
of the car. The most contentious, too. Yes it
was firm, but that uncompromising ride really
allowed you to work the sticky tyres. When
the roadwas dry it felt as if you could amplify

atyre's grip as you put pressure onto that
corner of the car, almost like you were driving
through layers of rubber until you found the
tyre's super-soft core. On cold tarmac, or over
wet patches like those | encountered on my
farewell drive, it was less confidence-inspiring,
and the stiff chassis meant the tyres didn’t
transmit an awfullot of information before
they let go. In fact, you only really knew the grip
levels once the car had already broken away,
but because | tweaked our Challenge's chassis
to suit my driving style, it at least reactedina
predictable and manageable way.

By experimenting with our car's sat-up |
learnt that there was enough adjustment in
the suspension and the Nitron dampers for
it to be taliored to your tastes — making it
sither edgier or safer, depending on what you
preferred - but not enough to dramatically

Above: damper stiffness
was adjustable through
arangeof‘clicks’ Above
right: engine Itself lacked
character, butits exhaust
didn't. Top: driving position
could be adjustedto
perfaction. Left: one last
blast on some great roads

alter the car and make it feel like a totally
different animal. Sadly, at a Mini Challenge
trackday at Brands Hatch, a Nitron enginesr
told me that, rather than giving advice on
specific track and road settings, they'd actually
just been encouraging owners to adjust their
car's set-up for the first time. It seems most of
them hadn't touched the dampers at all since
buying their car, let alone found their preferred
settings. That's a real shame, as it wasn't until
| played around with the damper stiffnass,

ride height and tyre pressures that | started to
really fall for the car.

Mot everyone af evo was won over by the
Challenge, though, not even the Challenge
running on my settings. And even though | did
enjoy it, | have to agree that it was too stiff,
Not too stiff to be fun, not too stiff to live
with (for me, anyway), but if the suspension

Dateacquired July 2016
Duration oftest 14months-witha
sik-monthgap
Totaltestmileage 12201
Overallmpg 276
Costs £563tyres
Purchase price £32,000
Valuetoday £25,000-30,000

had been softer the car would have worked
on awider range of roads and, potentially,
been even more entertaining more of the
time.Maybe a solution would be to have
softer dampers and springs with stiffer, or
adjustable, anti-roll bars.

But | still thought our Challenge showed
signs of pure brilliance far more often than
it was frustrating. (The only time it really
frustrated mewas when it spent six months
back at Mini waiting for the production-
spec dampers to arrive to replace our car's
prototype units.) Whether it was perfect or
not, the Challenge proved one thing: that the
current Mini can be fun - something even the
regular JOW version has struggled with. If it's a
taste of what to expect from the next GF. then
we should be very excited indeed.
Will Beauniont (@WillBeaumont)
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LexusRCF

Would the keeper of our RS5
swap it for its Japanese rival?

OTH ARE FOUR-SEATER SPORTS
coupes, both cost a touch aver

£60,000 and both have 400-and-
something bhp. Both are also currently on
our fleet, so it made perfect sense for Dickie
Meaden and me - respective custodians of
eva's Lexus RC F and Audi RS5 - to swap cars
for a couple of weeks to find out what we
thought of each other's lang-termer.

Looks-wise, the RC Fwas already a winner
for me. I've seen a few on the road and they
always grab my attention. Much as | love
the styling of ‘my’ RS5, and its own ahility to
turn heads, | suspect it relies too much onits
unusual Sonoma Green hue for much of its
impact, whereas, to these eyes at least, the
angular Lexus stands out inany colour.

By contrast toits exterior, | found the RC's
interior rather disappointing. The seats look
funky but the driver's chair felt awkwardly
high even on its lowest setting, and perhaps
because of this | never managed to get truly
comfortable init. (A five-hour schlep from
Cambridgeshire to Somersat was a real
fidget-fest as a result.) Meanwhile, the old
‘designed with a set square’ cliché sprang to
mind every time | looked at the dash or centre
console, too much of which appeared as if it
had been transplanted in from an older madel
that | couldn’t quite place. The presence of a
CD player (remember those?) suggested that
maybe it had. The RC must surely be amongst
the last cars on sale to have one, and this
perhaps explains why the infotainment system
had no idea how to present my USB stick full
of MP3s in an evenvaguely useful manner.

But who needs MP3s when you have a
naturally aspirated V8 that sounds as good as
the RC F's? It's a fabulous reminder of what
we're missing out onwith the proliferation
of downsized, turbocharged engines, and
while the twin-turbo V6 in the RSS slaughters
it for mid-range punch, extending the RCF
beyond 3500rpm and right round to 7000rpm
or so delivers an aural joy the Audi can't get
anywhere near. It's frustrating, then, that
responses to the Lexus's shift paddles - lovely
metal items that completely shame the Audi's
hollow, plasticky effarts - are sometimes a bit
sluggish and occasionally completely ignored,
aven in full manual mode.

Also frustrating is the lack of steering feel -
it uttarly destroyed my cornering confidence
ondamp roads - but the ride, on the other
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hand, is another highlight. It can’t quite match
the magic-carpet quality of the Audiinits
softest setting, but it offers a brilliant blend of
comfort and control that works at any speed
and copes with even the roughest surfaces.

It's safe to say that | found the RCFto
be a car of contrasts: | loved the ride, the
engine and the looks, but the steering, the
gearbox and elements of the cabin dented the
car's usability and desirability. A recent brief
encounter with the RC’s new bigger brother,
the LC500, proved that Lexus is capable of
delivering better steering, a responsive gearbox
and a genuinely elegant interior. If the RC F had
these, I'd have been far more reluctant to swap
back to the Audi. As it was, | was more than
happy to have the RS5 back in my life.

That's my tuppenceworth, anyway. Now
let's see what Dickie thinks...
Tan Eveleigh

Above:RC F's seats look cool, but Evelelgh found
them uncomfortable and their position too high

Dateacquired August 2017

Total mileage 517

Mileagethis month 821

Coststhismonth £0

mpgthismonth 224

AudiRS5

. GED
[ KTI7 BNG |
e —

And would our RC F's custodian contemplate the opposite swap?

T'S ALWAYS FUN WHEN THE FAST
I Fleet contains two rivals. Whenit's
a pair of big, hallsy coupes like the
AudiRS5 and Lexus RC Fit's especially good.
Judging by the countless images Ev posts of
the Audi on Instagram, | knew he was smitten
with the Sonoma Green machine, and to be
honest | don't blame him, for it looks fantastic.
Besides, when you drive a blue/purple RCF
you're not ina position to question the
aesthetics of another's car.

There's much to like and enjoy about
the RS5. Inisolation it's more than quick
enough, sounds gaod, and is fun to fling
through corners. It's even got some feel, so

the experience isn't just about grip, traction
and straight-line stonk. Actually | was really
surprised by how mobile the RS5's tail feels
when you turn-in. It's got a level of agility that
horders onthe edgy, at least untilyou learn to
trust it. Most un-Audi-like.

However, living with the RC F means you view
the RS5 through a slightly quirky prism; one
that changes your outlook on what this kind
of caris about. And ance you've had your eyes
opened to there being another way, what once
felt like the benchmark now seems predictable.
I'd never describe the Audi as ordinary, but in
a sector dominated by German marques, it is
very much a variation on a familiar theme.

Above: both Meaden and Eveleigh agreed that the
RS5's twin-turbo Va had the least aural character

Dateacquired August 2017
Totalmileage 9519
Mileage this month 910
Coststhismonth £0
mpgthis month 259

Yes, there are things about the Audithat |
wish | could take back with me to the Lexus.
Some of that steering feel would be welcome
- now there’s scmething you never thought
you'd hear! - and the low-end torque of
the turbocharged V6 really punts you out of
corners with conviction. On balance | think I'd
take the infotainment system, tao, as it just
works that bit more intuitively. Cons? Well,
the doors feel and sound a bt flimsy whenyou
shut them, and the engine just doesn't have
the charisma of the RC F's V8: sadly downsizing
applies to the RS5 engine’s character as well
as its capacity. It didn't seem that economical,
either, so I'd question the point.

All things considered I'm very happy to
be living with the Lexus and not the Audi. |
suppose you'd expect me to be loyal to ‘my*
car, but | don't feel that loyalty is misplaced.
It feels more solid and better put together,
the engine is more exciting and exotic, the
styling is more indivicdual, and the character
of the car deeper and more complex onceyou
get to know it. The steering’s a bit glassy at
low speeds and there’s not that immediate
sense of urgency and alertness you get in the
Audi, but I'm enjoying peeling back the layers.
What I've found feels more authentic and less
contrived than the RS5.

Inthe time | spent with the Audiit got
plenty of locks and quite afew unsolicited
comments. All were to do withits green
paint. The Lexus also gets aftention and
people feel compelled to ask about it, but the
conversation is one born out of impressed
curiosity about the car as awhole. | enjoyed
my flirtationwith the RS5, but | was very
pleased to be reunited with the RCF. It's not
to everyone's taste, but that's a big part of its
appeal, at least to those of us who get it.
Richard Meaden (@DickieMeaden)
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Nissan GT-R

A Quattro encounter throws a
spotlight on some shortcomings
of our modern-day supercoupe

OMPARING THE GT-R WITHAN

C original Audi Quattro 20V recently
(evo 242) provided me with a
decent plateful of food for thought about the
newer car, and I've been grazing on it quietly
ever since. Because without wishing to sound
in any way ungrateful about temporary GT-R
ownership, | came away from my day with the
two cars thinking some strange new thoughts
about the Nissan, not all of which were/are
entirely positive.

For one, | drove back home in the GT-R
thinking it was hoth bigger and heavier than
it really should or could be. | also twigged
for the first time ever that its packaging -
specifically the amount of space it offers on
the inside relative to the amount of real estate
it occupies on the outside - is completely and
utterly ridiculous. Plus the quantity of fuel it
quaffed on the day was faintly absurd beside
that of a near-30-year-old Audi Quattro.

And yat... | remain entirely smitten by the
GT-R. Not just by how it drives or by how quick
it is (i.e. mentally), or by what it sounds or
looks like, but by it as a thing, period. Whichis
a hit weird considering how badly it was shown
up by the Quattrowhenwe put the pair back-
to-back. But then sometimes logic simply has
no place inan argument, and | think ultimately
that'swhy | like the GT-R so very much.

Logically, after all, this 1752kg, 562bhp,
£84,000 car makes almost no sense
whatsoever if you really stop and think
about it. Yet inreality I reckon | like the GT-R
more than any other car I've ever runona
long-term basis. Every time | park it and walk
away fram it | absolutely have to tum round
and give it another look. Every time | drive it
| hear new sounds as it warms up, feel new

things happening beneath my backside as the
ambient temperature gets colder at this time
of year, and think slightly different thoughts
about it as aresult. And every time | put my
foot down init ona quiet bit of road, or out of
a roundabout onto a dual carriageway, | get a
massive hit of adrenaline as it catapults me
towards the horizon.

Restraint is therefore a crucial ingredient if
you drive a GT-R, because without it - without
a sizeable dose ofit, in fact - youwould end
up behind bars very quickly indeed. And |
rather like that aspect of GT-R ownership.
You know what it can do. You know how mad

‘Every time |

put my foot down
init|getamassive
hit of adrenaling’

it can be. But for most of the time you let it
be, content in the knowledge that it's there if
needed, if you fancy it.

And then every once in awhile you let ripin
it and it blows your mind. Completely.

| guess it's all about the potential in the end.
Steve Sutcliffe

Dateacquired luly 2017
Totalmileage 8108
Mileage this month 1103
Coststhi £0
mpg this month 19.0

Left: 19805 Audi Quattro can
teach today's GT-Rathing
or two, but the latter car

still utterly besuiles with its
remarkable abilitlies
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OU'D HAVE THOUGHT THAT FAST,
. petrol-powered compact estate
cars would represent a decent little

earner for car makers. Affordable, practical,
quick and fun, these machines are surely
manna from heaven for keen drivers who don't
want to be slowed down by a growing family.
Yet when our Focus ST first drove up toevo's
offices just over a year ago, it could count only
the SEAT Leon ST Cupraand Skoda OctaviavRs
Estate as real rivals - the Golf R Estate s also
out there, but with a price tag five grand north
of the ST's, it's in a very different league.

With so few competitors and an attractive
asking price (£26,515 basic, or £28,565 for
our generously equipped $T-3), the Ford
should have a clear route to success, yet after
spending 12 months with oneit's clear the
on-paper promiseis a little uneven in reality.
Our ST Estate had a number of custodians in
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itstime with us, and each ended their stint
with tales of a fast but flawed machine.

Therewas certainly nothing wrong with
the perfarmance from the turbocharged
247bhp 2-litre, which pulled strongly from
almost any revs and in any gear. It sounded
the part, too, with a purposeful throatiness
that was reminiscent of the characterful
five-pot used in the previous-generation
machine. The occasionally notchy six-speed
manual gearbox also played its part, its shift
quality improving markedly when you upped
the pace and were swapping cogs with
greaterurgency.

Yet this effervascence was also the car's
undoing, often proving too much for the
chassis. Ripped and rippled roads were
kryptonite to the ST, which suffered from
epic torque-steer. Head down a rutted or
heavily cambered section of tarmac and the

front end took on amindits own, tugging
this way and that as it sniffedimperfections
like a demented bloodhound locked onto a
scent. Ford praved that it could eliminate
this behaviour with the RavoKnuckle-
equipped, front-wheel-drive Mk2 Focus RS,
soit's a shame this technology didn't filter
downtothe cheaper Mk3ST.

What made this waywardness really
frustrating was that there was otherwise a
decent chassis under the Focus's practical
bady. Thevariable-ratio steering rack was
quick and well-weighted, and the car was
agile, too, even with the extra metal hanging
aver the multi-link rear axle - like the best
hot hatches, the Ford felt as though it
was pivoting around your hips, and it was
particularly good through rapid changes of
direction. It was also remarkably throttle-
adjustable, allowing you to alter your angle

‘What made this
waywardness really
frustrating was that

there was a decent
chassis under the
Focus's practical body’

of attack at will. Less ragged roads helped
tame the tug from the front wheels, while
tenacious front-end grip, helped by one of
the best brake-operated torque-vectoring
sat-upsin the business, allowed youto get
on the power earlier than you'd expectin

a car with no limited-slip differential. And,
aswithall the best Fordmodels, the ST
benefited from perfect control weights that
made it easy to drive for the novice, yet just
rewarding encugh for enthusiasts.

When youweren't out for some fun, the
Focus slipped easily into the daily grind. The
STsinterioris starting to look dated when
compared with the slick and handsome cabin
of aVYW Golf, and the infotainment system’s
occasionally laggy responses caused more
than the odd curse, yet the standard Recaro
front seatswere hugely supportive andvery
comfortable, if set a little high, making the

Ford an effortless long-distance express.
Dickie Meaden was the last ‘owner' of
our Focus and used it for numerous cross-

continental trips to far-flung racetracks,
each time returning with praise for thacar's
decent comfort, refinement and effortless
sixth-gear urge. Only the firmride caused any
complaints, with broken surfaces, potholes
and ridges sending crashes and thumps
shuddering through the structure - this
firmness playeda big part in the ST's ragged
handling when the going got rough.
Practicality was a strong suit, with decent
head- and legroom in the back and a useful
472-litre boot, which swallowed everything
from pushbikes to all the provisions needed
for family camping trips. The cabinitselfwas
crammed with handy cubbies and thoughtful
storage. And, of course, when you looked past
the racy bodykit, it was still a Focus, meaning

Left: Focus proved
Its long-distance
credentlals with
several trips to far-
flung race circuits;
Infotainment
system’s
occaslonally laggy
responses caused
mild irritation;
mainbughearwas
rampant torque-
steer onless-than-
smooth roads

Dateacquired COctober 2016
Duration oftest 12months
Totaltestmileage 23,005
Overallmpg 311
Costs £299 two tyres
Purchase price £30985
Valuetoday £18,500

it was solidly built (except for an occasionally
rattly tailgate) and cost buttons to run: apart
from a set of front tyres and filling it with fuel,
the Fardrarely troubled our wallets.
Could we recommend a Focus ST Estate?
It’s certainly not without its charms, and on
the right road it’s a hoot. If you can secure
a decent discount on one, then it'sworth
considering. However, the competition,
limited thoughit is, delivers most of the
Ford's fun without its foibles.
James Disdale
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Ford Mustang V8 GT Convertible & Mazda MX-5 RF

Our two convertibles are worlds apart in so many ways, but they also have a few things in common...

O THINK OF CONVERTIBLES AS
. summer vehicles only is to miss out

on some of the year's more beautiful
and immersive drives. Restrict top-down
driving to the warmer months and you don't
get to experience the hiss of tyres against a
damp road surface, the sensation of a cool
gust on your face as your toes and hands are
smothered in heated alr, and the evocative
views of a landscape it all day long by a low-
hanging sun.

Qur soft-top Mustang might be more
appropriate for Route 66 than the Ae6, but
it's proving far from unpleasant as the autumn
colours fade. Part of that is down to the
heated seats (they're cooled too), but the
Stang's big V8 has to take some credit.

It could be the cool ambient temperatures,
or maybe it's the hedding-in effects of our first
few thousand miles with the five-point-oh, but
our long-termer has perhaps the healthiest-
feeling engine of any current Mustang I've
driven so far:it's as happy pulling its overdrive
sixth gear from 1000rpm as it is brawling its
way to the red line in second. The manual
gearbox continues ta be fantastic, too, witha
satisfyingly hefty movement, though sadly the
brakes are a bughear. In the corwersion from
left- to right-hand drive, great pedal feel has
been traded for a grabby, over-servoed action
with the sole merit of good stopping power.

Coincidentally, my usual long-termer's
brakes aren't at their best right now either. A
summer of trackdays seems to have finally
taken its toll, giving the MX-5 RF's stoppers a
slightly mushy feel. The throttle is as snappy as
ever, though, and the gearshift has mellowed
with miles, making it even more satisfying to
use than it was when new.

There are, strangely, other similarities
between the Mazda and the Mustang besides
their roofless nature and front-engined, rear-
drive layouts. The first is something that few
owners of modern cars are likely to experience
elsewhere - ownership camaraderie. Pass a
similar model going the otherway and you'll
often get a flash of the lights or a thumbs-up.
With the Mazda it seems to happen regardless
of generation - I've had several Mkl owners
raise their pop-ups in greeting - and the
Mustang is still a rare enough sight on UK
roads that you can be sure that each and every
owner is a kindred spirit.

The next is afeeling that neither car is
really at its happiest being hustled. And that's
not meant negatively. The most enjoyable
driving in each is done a few natches back
from maximum attack, where you can enjoy
their tactility and sensations of speed without
the sweaty palms and heart-in-mouth
moments. In the Mustang particularly. While
it's undoubtedly the quicker of the pair, that

V8 is an appealing companion even if it's just
rumbling away to itself in a queue of traffic.

And both feel very much like products of
their respective countries, which is increasingly
attractive as vehicles are pulled towards the
homogenous black hole of pseudo-premium
crossoverdom. The Ford is big and brash,
slightly unsophisticated but bustling with
character and open-roadvibes; the Mazda is
compact and technical, but also ornate inits
details and considerately designed.

Given each is priced not amillion miles
from the dozens of hot hatchbacks you might
consider instead, they're both compelling
alternatives to the mainstream performance
options. Whatever the weather.

Antony Ingram (@evoAntony)

FORD MUSTANG V8 GT CONVERTIBLE

Dateacquired  September 2017
Totalmileage 7720
Mileagethismonth 711
Coststhismonth %0
mpgthismonth 211

MAZDA MX-5 RF

Dateacquired  February 2017
Totalmileage 11,699
Mileagethismonth 192
Coststhismonth %0
mpgthismonth 447
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Volkswagen Golf GTE

Our VW’s trick headlamps are an antidote to longer nights

MENTIONED THE GOLF'S CLEVER
m adaptive LED headlampsina

previous repart, but it's anly now
the winter nights are drawing in that the
set-up’s brilliance has really started to hit
home. There have been some outstanding
safety advances over the past few decades
(ABS, ESP. airbags - the list goes on), but |
truly believe this type of matrix headlamp
ranks with the very best.

It's when they're left to their own devices
that they, and excuse the pun, really shine.
Simply twist the rotary light controller to
‘auta, flick the stalk for main beam and then
let the sensors do the rest. Once activated
thus, the system’s ability to effectively ‘mask
off' oncoming traffic or vehicles that you're
following, yet still fully illuminate the verges
and empty stretches of tarmac ahead, is
uncanny. These extra pools of light give
you earlier warning of pedestrians, cyclists,
animals or potholes that would otherwise
be lurking in the gloom, so hoost your
confidence and leave you less tired aftera
long night-time stint behind the whael.

Crucially, you can also drive more quickly
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and safely after dark, the lamps' ability to
light up mare of the road leaving you less
reliant on educated guesswork. And when
there are no other cars about, the main
beam is both incredibly bright and has an
impressively long reach. I'm not going to
make any fatuous comparisons to alamp-
pod equipped WRC car, but they leave most
other production-car units in the shade.
Yet what's really remarkable about
these lights is how infallible they are - in
thousands of night-time miles I've not once
been angrily flashed by another motorist
who's been temporarily blinded by the VW's
beams. If you're about to order a Golf, then
I'd recommend the first option box you tick
is for the £1285 Dynamic Light Assist (£310
if, like the GTE, LED lamps are standard). The
set-up really is that good.
James Disdale

Dateacquired August 2017
Total mileage 8240
Mileagethismonth 152
Coststhismonth £0
mpgthismonth 497

DS 3 Performance

How would the DS 3 fare on a
driving weekend in Wales?

HAT EXACTLYISTHEDS 3

W Performance? The marketing
angle and densely packed
equipment list suggest awarm hatch with
premium overtones, but the massive brakes,
sticky tyres and limited-slip differential
suggest something altogether more intense.
In trying to fill different niches with just the
one car, is the little DS a jack of all trades or
amaster of none? This is a question that
we've been struggling to answer in the evo
office, and as the new keeper of our DS 3,
I'm hoping | can help illuminate an answer.

Part of its role will be as my London-
based daily driver, so that means mundane
tasks must be undertaken in the arena of
suicidal Deliveroo scooters, obnoxious bus
drivers and emergency trips to Whale Foods
if I run out of avocados. But keen to delve
into this DS 3's true dynamic ability, one of
the first things | did with it was takeit ona
recent driving weekend in Wales with a faw
colleagues and friends.

In some illustrious company car-wise,
the DS 3 displayed impressive capability,
although this seemed to emanate from its
high-spec components and not necessarily
its core chassis - reflecting what we found
on track at Rockingham last month. On
tight and knotted roads, the front-led
grip balance inspired a good amount of
confidence, even if the steering did not.

But by stubbornly hanging on to the tail
of more exotic machinery, the DS 3 fulfilled
it's brief on the first date. Let's seeif the
good impressions continue.

Jordan Katsianis
(@JordanKatsianis)

Dateacquired May 207
Totalmileage 5962
Mileage this month 429
Coststhismonth £0
mpg this month 382
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FAST & FURIOUS LIVE
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EVO PARTNERSHIP

The four-wheel stars of the hit movie
franchise are coming to a city near you
in a new live-action arena show

Left: Toyota Supra ‘ten-second car’ starred In the ariginal The Fast and the Furious movie. Clockwise fromabove left: three-seater Flip Car tossed British police
AstrasinFast & Furious 6; green Challenger did a parachute jump (obviously) in Furious 7. jet-powered Ice Charger appeared in the elghth film, The Fate of the Furous

THE FAST & FURIOUS MOVIE
franchise is about to leap from screens
and into a live arena show. Officially
opening on 19 January 2018 at the 02
Arena in London, with preview shows

in Liverpool the week before, the show
will then tour a furcher 14 countries over
the course of the next nine months, with
further dates to be released.

evo recently went behind the scenes
with the show’s drivers, choreographers
and producers to get a sense of what fans
of the films can look forward to at the
tour’s many dates.

The show is the brainchild of Rowland
French, who has developed a unique
skillser in whar he calls ‘live automotive
theatre’ and whose CV includes the Top
Gear Live arena production. During
its four-year gestation, French has

developed a new storyline for Fast &
Furious Live, but one with plenty of
recognisable scenes that fans will be
able to relate back to the film series.
Showgoers can expect to see their
favourite cars from the franchise, such
as the Dodge Charger ice-racer and
the V8-powered Flip Car, and where
the actual movie cars were unable
to be sourced, replicas have been
made. Chris Burns, head of vehicle
procurement and lead stunc driver,
explained thatof all cthe cars he had to
build, it was, amazingly, the three black
Honda Civic coupes from the opening
sequence of the first film that were the
most challenging. ‘Itis hard enough
to find cars like three identical solid
Honda Civic coupes, he explained, ‘but
finding the parts required to turn them

into the cars you recognise from the
screen is even harder.’

The show will also incorporate the
latest audio and visual technology,
complementing the spectacular driving
scenes with state-of-the-art 3D projection
and striking LED-clad cars.

UKTOURDATES

Liverpool, Liverpool Echo Arena (preview shows),
1-12 January 2018

London, 02 Arena, 19-21 January 2018

Sheffield, Sheffield Arena, 27-29 April 2018
Newcastle, Metro Radio Arena, 6-8 April 2018
Manchester, Manchester Arena, 13-15April 2018
Birmingham, Birmingham Arena, 20-22 April 2018
Belfast, SSE Arena, 4-6 May 2018

Glasgow, SSE Hydro, 11-13 May 2018

Ticket prices from £42. VIP packages also avallable.

For more Information and to buy tickets, head to
fastandfuriouslive.com
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SPECIALISED
COVERS

CLASSIC

* Established 1989 «
The car cover people

01938 561717

TAILORED CAR COVERS
FORINDOOR & OUTDOOR USE

For almost 40 years, we've been the market leader
in supplying innovative solutions in car protection.
British designed and manufactured we're proud of
our heritage and it shows in the unrivalled quality
of our covers.

Exclusive savings code: EVO-2018
T: 01943864646

E: info@specialisedcovers.com
‘W: specialisedcovers.com

fyo g

sales@classicadditions.co.uk
www.classicadditions.co.uk

»
K-TEC RACING

' THE LEADING UK RENAULT TUNING SPECIALIST

THE UK’s No.1 RENAULT TUNING SPECIALIST
TWINGO RS - CLIO RS - MEGANE RS

%, Largest Stock of Tuning Products For Renault

%% Eull Workshop Facilities & Chassis Dynomometer

Dedicated Sales Team and Aftersales Support

Established Reputation For Dver 16 Years

wwww. k-tecracing.com
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THE BEARDED

MANL <

L0 NATURAL. HIGH PERFORMANCE. MADE TO WORK.

s & 2,

MASTER COLLECTION LUXURY BEARD KIT - £149.99

FOR A LIMITED TIME WE ARE PROUD TO PRESENT THE
“MASTER COLLECTION" WOODEN BEARD KIT. WE HAVE DESIGNED
THE PERFECT PRESENT THAT IS SIMPLE AND INCLUSIVE FOR EVERY

BEARD LOVER IN YOUR LIFE. WE HAVE TAKEN CARE OF ALL THE SMALL
DETAILS, SO YOU DO NOT HAVE TO.THE HANDSOME PINEWOOD
WOODEN GIFT SET CONTAINS EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO ACHIEVE A
COMPLETELY FLAWLESS BEARD,

A carefully curated kit starring our best-loved product line-up of gentlemanly
must-haves. This comprehensive collection contains everything to moisturize,
clean, and keep his beard enviably super soft, sleek and healthy.

A must have, as well as a perfect excuse for him to discover this exquisite
range of all-natural beard care essentials. Plus a perfect opportunity to
discover your signature ‘bearded’ fragrance; this set contains discovery-sized
vials of our twenty-four (yes 24) bestselling distinctive scents.

Making this a gorgeous gift for fragrance connoisseurs, as well as those
who're on the quest for a new, unexpected signature scent.

www.thebeardedmancompany.com

ESSENTIALS

THE ROUND-UP

New motoring products that have
caught our eye this month

SUNGLASSES
Porsche Design P'8478
€380

porsche-design.com

Automotive branding on wearable accessorles
doesn't always work, but Porsche Design's iconic
P'8478 sunglasses have stood the test of time,
beingas cool now as they werein 1976, Witha
titanium frame and Interchangeable lenses,
they're the best way torock a '70s Le Mans look.

CALENDAR
Endurance 2018
£45
drew-gibson.co.uk

Anew year means It's time for a new calendar,
and motorsport photographer Drew Gibson's
annual offering remains amongst the best. Set
Inamassive A2 format, It features acollection
of spectacular images from the 2017 sportscar
season and Is limited tojust 150 units.

GAMING WHEEL AND PEDALS
Thrustmaster T300 RS GT Edition
£299.99
thrustmaster.com

To mark the launch of Gran Turisme Sport, the
latest instalment in theGran Turismo franchise,
this special-edition force-feedback steering
wheel features GT branding and Is accompanied
by adjustable metal pedals - just the thing for
perfectingyour man-cave heel-and-toe action.

MOBILE PHONE ACCESSORY
IKEA Vitahult
£20

ikea.com

Just picked up a new car with inbullt wireless
charging, but stuckwithan old iPhone that
doesn't support it? IKEA, of all places, offers an
Inexpensive yet handy cover that will fix that
problem for you. The only possible catch is that
It's only avallable Inwhite.

R/C CAR
Tamiya Porsche 934 Black Edition
£249.99

hobbyco.net

Tocelebrate the success of itsfirst radio-
controlled Porsche 911in 1976, Tamiva released
alimited-edition 93¢ Black Edition,which has
become arguably itsrarest model. Now, 40 years
later, it is doing It again, so please excuse us while
we getour credit cards out.

BOOK
BMW: Art Cars
£30

amazon.com

Since 1975 BMW's art cars have been provoking
reactions from art and automotive critics alike.
This 200-page hardcover gallery book by BMW
culturalmanager Thomas Girsthtells the story
behind the first 17, from Alexander Calder’s
3.0CSLto JeffKoons' M3 GT2.

www.evo.co.uk 159



ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW

The Knowledge

The Knowledge

RATINGS

* =Thrill-freezone Y% = Tepid J &% = Interesting %% = Seriously good k%% = A truly great car

= new entry this month. Cars initalics are no longer on sale. Issue no. is for our most recent major test of the car (D= Driven, F = feature). Call 0330 333 9491 for back issues. Engine is the car's combustion
engne only — electric motors aren't shown. Weight is as quotad by the manufacturer for the carin basic spec, e g with amanual gearbox. In most cases thisis to DIN standards (ie. with fluids but without
adriver), but where the manufacturer only quotes a ‘dry’ weight (i.e. without fluids) this is indicated by *. Mote that a dry weight will make the car's power-to-weight ratio (bhpton) appear more favourable.
0-62mph (claimed) is the manufacturers 0-62 figure, with a manual gearboxwhere offered. Gur 6-60mph and 0-100mph (tested) figures could be with either a manual o autormatic/DCT gearhba.

SUPERMINIS / HOT HATCHES

BEST OF THE REST

Ifyoucan'tstomachthe Civic's styling, the classy VW Golf R may be more upyour strest
~ there'seven ahandy estate version. The new Hyundaii30 N Performance Package.
meanwhile, makes a intriguing - andl I otheusual From
the smaller hatches, we'd choosethe Peugeot 208 GTi by Peugeot Sport (left).

QOUR CHOIGE

Honda Civic Type R. Building on the promise shown by the short-lived FK2
wersion. the new FK8 Type R is & more rouncled propasition - and is all the
better for it. t's outrageously fast on all kinds of roads, eclges ahead of its
rivals on track, offers nodles of interaction and is practical to boct.

& we 2 E
Tl 8 s £ = 25
MAKE £ MODEL a g 5 5 PE S EVD ke
Abarth SQSCmmpetIznne 178/5500 = + Spirited engine. stilllaoks great - Fawours fun overfinesse sk
69 1875500 Ak
g 16875500 164 kAT
0635 4/1%42 2317575 - progrere
Alfa Romeo Giuletta Cloveriear 0T 442 232/5500 _25V1H00 - Aot
AlfaRomeo 147 6TA 0306 &BIM 2416200 2214800 b5 bttt
AudrST E25040 4084 228/6000  273/1600  BISkg = +Ccmphal|t and engaging chassis; auick, too - Looks dullwithout options. Hk ek
Aud Al quattio i 4/1984  253/6000  258/2500 MZOI@ . = +Polished 2530hp all-wheel-arive Al - Just 19 for UK Porsche Caymanpiice sedodokod
Audi RS3 Sporthack T44300 52480 304/5850 352/1700 T0kg, | +Hlugely quick point-to-point - Sometimes speed it thebe-all and end-all *
Aud 53 +Lotsofgiipand one of the best-sounding | *

AuctRS3 Sporthack

4|
p
ki
Ed

47085 J6V5000 25872500 )

W80 335/500  2/1600 proveren
4807 NS00 29400 W Aok
recision o thebest performance cars s sk
BMWMBS 2070 3 21300 T MZ35ilooks nicer, andihas an LD opfion Fk ok
BMW 130iM Sport Aok
CitroenDS316 THD kAo
CitroenDS3 Racing 4508 20476000 20%/2000  1240kg 1250kg 167 65 Akt
Ciroen a0 Vis /587 1206600 07500  O3%g 130 A7 76 (32553
GitroenAXGT 4360 855400  BG/000  7Ikg B M0+ Makes termific Use of 850N p- Feels ke It made fom paper ez e
D5 3 Performance Ql@ 2056000 22 221!3000 WSM-; = = 143 +Alltheright ingredients-1 Umercoaked dekAok
36890 9kg 1 Aok Aok
FordFiesta ST s 184 ook
FordFresta STMountune 00 2362750 1086kg 198 ¢ = - Aok
Fomﬁestasmo = - e ek
= = Fededoket
471506 i0Kg g = - 120 [esasd
anFv'enaST '05 08 4009 I i4%000 BROE500 f 0 a;:\oamng mas.qsgmess engine Ik
FordFiesta ST Mounfune I5F 4099 85600 K7/3500  Nakg 166 69 - il 120 rFrestasisetsme,wwa'/!meys needed- OTT exhaust note Hedodoke
Ford Focus STTDC) Estats (MK 200 er W05 4007  BY300  205/2000 M§Bkg 1% 83 - - 135  +Performancenotsacrificed at the alter of economy- Getsraggedwhen realy pushed s ko
Ford Focus ST (Mk3) 2500 262000 Bilkg  Bh 65 ™ Exceuent engine - Scrappywhen pushed ke
TMountune (Mk3) 0 Bokg e
B Fedok
alchsector Nestds tobedrivenhard s e
¥ occasionally cumsy Ak

FordFacus R5500 (MK2] T More power andpresence than regular Mk2 RS- Piicey Tk
FordFocus ks (MKi) W7F W + Some ate great- Some. amawfd(so make e you drive plenty) kA
ForgEscort RS Cosworth BZF U205 S AIEAIE, aNapiicey i
FordRacing Puma

Honda Chvic Type R Championship White

‘Honda Civie Type R ugen (F2) 5 4008 2376300 B0 | [

Honda Chic Tvpe R P9 OF  0F05  4/1008 077400 Wo/000  1206kg 166 68 60 146 +Potentandgreatvaie- Breanvan looks alvide opiion. dtn‘rsreermg
[fmdaCMcTweN(Ef@J 20F 9700 4505 18Z/R00  1I8/7500 00 1040kg I8 & 135 +Sublimeearly tion of the Type R iecloe -

C£25000 4/1008  171/6000 270

WQI

#2204 3 06T 4722 4&26!
Mercedes AMGALS 20F £A0606 41001

256/5500  200/3000  BdSkg
376/6000  350/2250 480kg 258 42 30 -

+ Quick. eager andvery g
5+ Tremendously fast -BUt nctatruegreai

Mercedes-Benz A4S AMG B4F 0 MB0ks 244 46 43 106 istetingly quick everywhere - Not as rewarding as some slower rivals
MG Metro 8R4 Clubman 8iF To0ckg 254 45 - = 140+ The mast extreme hof hatchever -Engine notse: heaf soak. five mpg
Mini Cooper (F56) %0 msns V490 BA/ES00 161250 W08Skg 125 79 - - 130 +Punchythrescylinder engine, good chassis- Tubby styling

160 www.evo.co.uk

MAKE & MODEL
MImCooperS (F56)

1]
Mini John Cooper Works Challenge (F56) 2
185

MiniCooper (R56)

471008 189

19011»700

MiniCooper 5 (R56)

MiniJohn Cooper Works (R56)

MiniJahn Caoper Waiks GP (R56]

MiniJoha Cooper Warks Coupe (R59)

v
Peugeot 208GTi by Peugeot Sport

Fbtgeatzﬂasﬂ

Z5F 350 ¥
184F  12-16

1B FI/RPM

2061250

VO name

208 Tk il 52 Sl Bitintons, i Aokt
inprevious JONs Fokode
A more hardcore JOW. heredwith help from evol - Just 100 being bullt FAA Ak
5250 I07%kg 1 0 126+ Briant e and composure; couldbe al the Min yeu need- Youllstl buythe S [ieccd
0 16l +Like the Coaper, but with added shove -Google Mini death rattie’ Foodcd
+ A serfouslyiaoid Mini-Occasi Aok A
 Brazenly hyperactive - Too MUch for Some foads and same tastes Fddk
+ The usualraucous M JC W experience -But wearing a backwards baseball cap. A

 qualt y feel- Miaqggeam@
S

M5F B8-U1 4750

238D 4 100 1205kg 224

00F -0 4908 167500 /5500 125k 10 70

O65F 0800 44008 GrEb00  14Y/5500  TOOkg 142 78

I D 513755 /808 10\31’5750 IZSIZUUU 00kg 1M 06
R 0 1050kg ¥ A7 - D chasss, O
Renault SportClio 200 Auto IMF 910725 £ m?/smm rm?sn T0skg 166 67 68 T ¥ Faster morereiined, saskrto drive - We miss theravy NA engine andmanual box
Renault Sport Clio 220 Trophy 229D E22 42 1»25 L0618 2WE0S0  206/2000  1204kg 18 183 66 - = 146 +Wiling chassis - Awfulpaud\esmﬁgeamu(
FRenauft Sport Clio 200 Cup ot
e SpatCio K720

10/6250

008 TA/6250 175400
4008 TOh50 IS0 10
47088 WE/EI00 1264500

44397

8/5750

122/3000

Renault Spart Cllo V6255

Renautt Sport Cio Ve

“Tenautt Sport Mégane 375 Cop-S/Wavars 4 The same engine as the Trophy-R - They don maket anymore
Renault Sport Mégane 265 Cup +Ahot hatchbenchmark - Cupholder could be better positioned L t.2.0.1
Renauft Sport s Tiop! AackAk
RN Sport Megane 275 Trophy-R 098 TTYS500 158 +Asabsomingasa 0N GT3RSON thelight foad - Too UNCOMPIOMISNg FOr SOMe: piicey. e dede
Renault Sport M&anezsa Cup 41908 2475500 1% +F -~ 03 Feodokded
Fenaid P ] 7+ Adl selwith 3 genuinely Sporty chassis -Couid Take more paner o
7+ The carthe R26.R isbasedon - Fi Teamstickersin dubious faste oAk
1220kg 18054 7 - Oneofthetruehot hatch ) seats piastic rear Windons dokcdok
= £0655 ) Bb4kg 70 144 - = 2] + Like Vs Up but aRadats
SEATIbizaCupra Z5F  5I8465 0 kg B2 67 - - W6+ Quick, competent, refineda FT 03
SEAT bizaCupra__ B3D__10-15 200 166/2000 5% 14 69 - - 142 +Punchyengine unflappabieDSG- Lacks engagement DSGony Aok
SEAT Leon Cupra 300 AIF 53015 500 230/B00 1300k 231 57 62 127 185 +Akeady potent Cupra gefsyet ancther [0bhp - The Mk75 Golf R oo
SEAT Leon Qura 200 Z7F BT 4AORE BESO00 KGAMO DO 26 SO 64 136 1% Serious pceandagitylor CollGTIioneynow W anexiia 0D TReMIT TRk
1 GoIFR FodokAcir
Fdk e
ot
A
e
ok
e

0 EeHERY 1
201750

+ Four-wheel drive tightens

4008 W75I00 ZWWO

513999 4/556
A5 I

+ Ditvesiive a1 byt costs muchiess- Gieen biake caliver s

30+ Animprovement over the basic WRX- St
55+ ABitquicker than the regular STL. ~..but

134/6900 Mg

3/4400

20641000

278kg

0 10s5ke ;
L

+ Stillagreat pocket rocket - Notqulteasaulustaheastheonsmai
+ Enfertaining handing, wei
+ Begs tobe wilng out- You Hneenme

) K/wen

980 lobkg 165

uawcnaustra 3 VAR (K1) 0z2F 41908 23775600  236/2400 139%kg 173 6 67 &7 182
W Up mr 000 SO/5000  T0/3000  eskkg 70 I = = 90
VWLUpoGTT O%F OF04 4/B%  DYGS00 (/000 0w D0 82 B0 07 7 Looks perbmance chassis- Lacks the fazof the GG
Wi PoloGTI ZNF 510430 498 1894200 236/M50  Nokg 160 67 - - 146 +Smoothand brawny - Flesta STis mureengag\ng
VWPaloi & 4400 178600 W/2000 Tedkg B3 74 - - W2
0 280kg T 4 I8 N 195
00 BRkg BT 62 - = 155
L1084 306/5500 28072000 Tabakg 221 51 - - 155
4068 18U3500  280/I750  B0kg 4l 75 - = 143
305 201 28 Fdkg B4 76 - - 1%
41084 274500 258/1500 B 65 - = 153
4984 286/5350  280/1700 I 224 = = 15
4085 306/5600 28071850 128%kg 242 5 58 28 l& ei-Up at évo Ca
4064 206’5500 280/1800 WOkg 215 51 &2 B4 IS5 +A VW P'm@iwumﬂmesm Mégane 275 ust edges It as apure drivers'car dedodedodke
M 470842075300 _ 200100 __ Biskg__ 160 59 64 165 M8 +Stilaveryaccompished ot hatch - 207bhp fsn’ alof any mare Aotk
vwcorrwmm 085 2665000 2582500  liokg 187 57 - - 155+ Gieal engie. fiemendouspace and pose - HENprice adaptive Gampers aptonal Fdrh e
WWGoIFGTI(MIS) 44084 U500 201800  1B3kg 150 .7,.7 67 70 145 +Characterand abifty; the GTVsreturn fo form- Lacking fireponei?. Fokdok
32 (M m@fzim 2367530 2500 HbGkg 17 T f andyc Wed stilhaveaGTl [ieicd
6 2% g i RAA
z - Stil feels evelyday useable- Toomanyhave beenmodiied Fawwdoh
4781 B50ky 13 82 - - N+ [hecarthal starteditall- Tiicky i And an amolested one AAcdoA
Voo V40 TSR-Design Polestar 4960 25045500 MS2000 1507k 160 62 - = 140 +Anintriguing alternative to the norm - Rivals offer mofe for less st
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GTECHNIQ SALOONS /EST

SMART SURFACE SCIENCE
OUR CHOIGE

AlfaRomeo Giulia Quadrifoglio. At last, an Alfa Romeo we can love not
Just forits badge, for the noise it makes and for being ltalian, but because
it's a great car. In fact, the Giulia Quadrifoglio is a saloon car that feels like a
sports car —and thankfully that sports carisn't a 4C.

BEST DF THE REST

Ifyou prefer your fast saloons German, consider the Mercedes-AMG C63 S or
itsmore focused rival,the BMW M3, Moving up a size, the Mercedes-AMGE63 5
4Matic+ (left) is relentlessly rampant but has finesse too, while the Porsche
PanameraTurbo runsthe E&3 close and feels good for its 7min 36sec Ring time.

LEADING THE WAY IN

THREE WISHES
~ReRe [ — DETAILING
1 | . i) j ;
AT e MAKE & MODEL = BV e
GTECHNIQ 0 Gllllia 2.0 Turbo Super + Keen ergire, enjoyable handling - Firm kw-speed ride Jekdek e
ACCREDITED q oglio al loon (re he final palish of German rival [ 5.8.5.4
DETAILER e A
Fk Aok e
il B A Aok ok
/ Aston Martin Raplde 5 i 465/5500 Ak ok
e / i Aston MartiRapioe AF 108 1 00 £43/5000 Rk
PRODUCT 280/1800 ok derr
DEREORMANCE | — E 35400 Aok ok
& FINISH R e AudiS4(BY) 2 0 349/5400 3501370 + Strong response and delvery flomlurbcenyne Chassis feels softer than before Fek Aok 5
Auli54(88) 60 0876 328/5500 7 1 + Greatsuperchaged powertrai, secure chasst - The RS ERa.t0
AudiRS Avant (B8] B B/ 444/8250 [ + Looks andsounds meum fast -Unnatural steering dull dy ¢ Fodd Aok
Au 37) 23 508 3 4k [ [ +4Mbhpat 78001 the fat 0 rora Fedde Ak
o : 7137580 : wordh &gl s i A
AwdiRS2 21F % 3500 + Storming {thanks i Porsche) - ook A
Auch S5 Spartback 233D £44000 5 340/5400 3 + More capable thanyou think: strong engme Gearbox frustratinginauto mode dedde e
Aul 09D " 42065800 + Fast and aiscreet with it - Very muted V10

AE r‘fnrmanca !oolpr it W rtrain, bes

203F k E 552/5700 -Fe

2 £88270 &/ VBT 3 Butitisastern testofyourself-control Aok Aok it
¥ Was Ehe world's mosEponerA estate -Power St every g

+ The ultimate estate car?- Numb steeiing

an the S6its based on - Costs severalthousands more

Audi 57 Sportback

Crystal Serum Ultra is the only Z Y X A AudiRS7 Sportback +Stonking performance, great looks - NUmbe
. ) ) { g . Auc 55 Plus iFamasncdiam quadltyandreﬂnemem Dynarmc:ﬁeenngfeelsartnma\
ceramic coating that comes with its @ : fy ch etter than mary RSs - Highcentre of gravity
360’]37[]
own Gtechniq Accredited Detaller. o
50 & 500 [ [ L
Bentley Bentayga WD L6212 0 664/350 t Aok
? . . Benlley Mulsanne 752/1750 +Diives e amods Bently shoud - i Aok Hhc i
A unigue service ensures your car is 3 Bentiey Mulsarne Speed 7350 &Ers2 BIVIS0 2600k 206 ~ 10+ Extravagent effortless performance - Passengers Fietemore fun thanyou to A A
X . i MW 3300 MSport (F30) 180D £38: 43/2000 1 155+ Great engine. fine handing good value- Steering Enml\saswe@mwllmae\
detailed to unrivalled levels of perfection 340M Sport Touring (F31] 280 (B2 U500 33U/BE0  Biskg 202 55 155
£ BMW 3 . 1650 155
The 10h paint protection offers matchless o MY 430Gk Crtpe 2030 W6 62009 3025500 e N - bl o Strapi L el -~y salocn Welgf et _
3 EMW M3 (30} AIF i573 0 428 4067850 0kg 3 &1 85 155 i Looks performance, practicalty- Body control on rough roads: ergire lacks character
levels of gloss, surface slickness, swirl and BMW M3Competition Package (FE0) IE 406/1850  60Kg ; 155+ Thecar the FA0MS should have been from the start - Less refined at low speeds
: - BMWMICRT (20 180 welgh
chemical resistance. BMW MS (FIG). 55 antufvoa‘)avgwgswtsw wa‘ﬂ Canfeelheay at fimes
BMW MS (E60) 155+l wpersaloon b feels old-fech
WS (E30) 155+ Magnifcent V- enghed sipersaloon M.e'r/ue. Dicking
MW M 55
BMWNG(E28) 156
EMW M6 Gran Coupe 155+ Enofmeus performance. slyusnlooks Pnce\oo«sslw nexttorivals. M5 inciuded
EMW MIGOLixDrive 155 gengne- Twmw

BMW X5 M50d 155

(XM 155

BMW XM /i

Cadllac CTh 140

Honds Accord TypeR F 0 &35 X700 142

In Hybrid BSD  EAAS0  6/3408  350/6800 4 155

A Jaguar XE2.0d AWD 0 £35335 41090 1a/k000 140

Meet Adam \ JaguarkEs 2370 r4aol.5 82995 H5/6500 3 85
= Jaguar XES ‘1 &2005 33578500 155

One of our Gtechnig Accredited Detailers. /6500 3324500 155
206/4000 5162000 155

— SO0 4612500 o0 53

5 186
JaguarXJR 174
Jaguar XIR5TS 186+ Bigpe

© JaguarE-Pace PA00 P0R/5500 26 185 i Decert gripand balance Drear

375/6500 155 haraedvﬁ reeds to beworked hard
~365/6000 168+ Playful handiing, des; ed performance - Enginelacks soul, steering lacks fael

© LewsGSF &TVTI00 168 +Glorious ergine, balanced handling. Gearbax s off the pace

LexusiSF 41:{5500 W3+ kawg\j/goadlem Mis:mmw\eas..fw door foo

Lotus Caifton 7 176

Maserati Ghibli 163

Ve i T

MaseratiQuattreportes 404/5500 W7+ Tempting atemative toVe - Fee freesteering me\acksaecorum

MaseratiQuattroporte GTS SZ0800 a3 451I||Dr?li}' Off the pace dynamically

Maserati Quat roparte 38477000 g d)mmrcs [\mf stomod

Maserati Quatiraporte S 257000 =

Maserati Quat 43/7000 77 len bizkes ing rice_

MaseratiLevante Diesel ~ZTV4000 143 +Impressie blandufrmeammmlmg DenormannelsmndlolaMa'serau

Meicedes-Benz CLA4S AMG 356/6000 B0k % 155 Strong performance, Cssy cabin-Pricey compared with 445 AMGhatchback

Mercedes-Benz GLAS AMG 3SB/6000 Tl0kg 155 crossower - Low ondriverinteraction

. answ
Mercedes-AMG C43 Matic Estate 380 146085 62006 362/5500 _ T660kg 222 155 +Incredibly fast and composed - Gifficult to engage with
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AMG C63 (W205) 2000 308 46055500 5

&/3082  LEV/SS00 4
873087 5095500 6

NEVER MISS _
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Meice G R3S

Malredes—ﬁ CBIAMG (W204) 141,
eicenes-Benz C 56 AMG (W203)

chede&&mz KOEL5-16 1851

; E634) ]

46+ M-BsM3altermative- Not as mimile as the Beemer
155+ Someofthe E635locks a and performan NU[ nough of its performan
155 +More roundedthanthe B35~ C ittie o rest for

§2%
6/2996 3%4’6100

208F T3 8566 5775500 5000 IWSkg 3% 4l - = r55 + Efortie < Intutie and. schable- Siuggish atito Dok
WBF _TFI3 /kel 5850 ok jw.lrso ey 298 44 - - 155 Jubomgmedrammmmfé.?exuamw Samvtmess!ru&a’esforfmdrm
14006 __ 862 oG 2 fgent chas

5+ Billant ergire, Muegentm;sss Vague steering, .spe\edkm’ts
eting ri na'e Sueevj Hmits

SUBSCRIBE TODAY AND RECEIVE THE
NEXT ISSUE BEFORE IT INITS THE SHHOPS:
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Experlence the thrill of driving every month with
BV0,the greatest source of performance car
content anywhere In the world. For Just £5 you’ll
recelve the next five Issues packed full of the

+ Gives Porsche drivers nightmares - Points. Lots of
B BT+ Wl

~— 57 i TheEvogowsp- Biakes reedbeetingip
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5 - = 150+ Ourfawuiite Evo- Subiieltis not

1600kg

MitsubisEvo Vi Tommi Makinen Edition 23

Porsche Panamera 45 Diesel = = 1
hottest cars, rigorous road tests, eplc drive storles Posche P Tt 2T SIS0 W6 Sz P
Porsche Panamera TurboSport Turismo 230 B/3006  S4U550 564060 - - 1B ilodk Lonksgrardmeshettenhamlswemw aigeest- et Nttty aoarigges SkAdok
and much, much more. Porsche Panameia GTS J08F W6 4806 4146700 800 1G - ,-m onperfamance next o tirbachagedrils ***ki‘
Porsehe Panaera Turbo WE 0B @480 WVE00 S0 7o 5 40 Ak
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ourwelcome gl " Porsche Macan Turba T 207D £63GET g 208 i ] FSTT 1
Porsche Macan Turbo Performance Package 2360 0505 /3604 4346000 4421500 100She 209 44 - - Rk
G3 Professional Paint Renovator uses engineered © Porsche Cayenne Turbo (M) %30 0200 W06 S4¥SS0  Se/lo60  2okg 2% 41 - - i
Porsche Cayenne GTS (MK2 V6] 20 5T &/3604 434000 4421600 Miokg 208 52 - = ke kA
diminishing abraslve particles which break down Porsche Cayenne GTS (2 V5) e o ok oo | el s B v B Liiig]
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Porsche Turbo 5(Mk2) 18D 10T i = power and tovgue . okoko
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WIN YOUR DREAM CAR

GUARANTEED WEEKLY WINNER - TICKETS FROM JUST £1.25 AT BOTB.COM

.

FIRST
GO FREE

£22 MILLION OF
DREAM CARS WON

>

AS SEEN IN UK AIRPORTS
SINCE 1998

1YEAR FREE SERVICING
AND INSURANCE

B

OVER 180 CARS
TO CHOOSE FROM

The Knowledge

SPORTS CARS / CONVERTIBLES

OUR CHOIGE BEST OF THE REST
Lotus 3-Eleven. It may not be groundbreaking but it is hugely exciting The The Abarth 124 Spider (left) is capable of putting a big smile umyaur face at sane
410bhp supercharged V6 sounds fabulous and the openlinkage on the manual speeds, ' Fy anyone not byan

gearbox looksfantastic. A circuitis its natural habitat but it has surprisingly
chilised road manners, soyou could happily drive it to and from a trackday.

- Roadster,inV8 or Vizform. Unsurprisingly. youwon't findl adufferin the Lotus
0T Hliseand Exige Roadster ranges, and the same goes for the Caterham Seven.

e

g M3
MAKE £ MODEL g &3 &R =5 EVD amne
Abarth12 Spider 238F  £26920 184/2500 106 68 - = 13 +Alittlecar Vague and lifeless front end Jok Aok sl
AlfaRomen &C Spider IWF 005 45 - 160+ Stunningly beatful, better steering thancoupe version - Stllhas the coupes obherfeibles desk ke s

44 h dedde A

3 g T nbetterthanit I8 Hdok
Ariel Atom3.5 Supercharged 180D £38000 41008 JI/E400 | U700 550kg? 185 +Asmad asever- Rain H Aok ok
Aﬂe\AtOmBSR 205F £64.800 471008 3508400 ARemarkablebalanw ppoise and pace - Pricey
E

00-1

IBF 120 12/5635 5076500 | 420/5750  To0kg 294 45 - = 190 ! FoAdk
105F 0709  BEJ80 38000 3025000 kg 26 5 = = 3 + ST IDONS 41 S0UNIS FabiloUs, drves great foo - Youl wmtmeiarer(f ifreengine  Jedk okt
1500 5 500 K ed ke
07 Jacster S- Coupestil sllll\cg)gyetter Hedokr
Audi TS Roadster 22D 0B  4NEE 26855000 253/2500 oquestion A
Audi TTRS Readster 1330 01 &2480 335/5400 | 331600 Dk 25 47 -
oyaer

1860 T Hﬂ&? 44/7900 iﬂfﬂiﬂ!} _ Jookg 280 48 -

no
MW 22 Drive S5 Sport (W)
wwzr, 3,05 (MK}

8404 £00/6600  368/3800
4/660  BI/7000  T/3400 4L

TEE
58006 4/1506 1356800 | DAGID0  S4Okg* 256 50 - - 122 +Feisty engine sweetly balanced, manic and exciting
152/7000 | 124/5600  540ke* 286 +nterse and exciting StuchytyresHmmnearmumortnmnleamuslannty

Caterhar n 2 ke =
Caterham Seven 420 2AF 530405 1000 2077600 B0/6300 F 38 38 40 B3 16 stheonewe buiftforoursebes Tnck\aronlheIIm\lthanIaseraweredSevens
Caterharn Seven 420R Donington Edition 260D S4TS00 41999 21077600 | BO/6300  S60kg' 381 35 - - 13  +Oneofthebest Sevenswe've driven- Only tenare beingmade

rham Sev 00GF C46A05 4/2061 256/7500 20076200 SeSkgt 460 31 18 arit nd

12200 45005 41909 30/700 | J0/T3S0 L3

Gl0kg' 56

o then a Veyion - Untilyou add the diiver ok

Fihe Ve~ Mot for wimps Fedo Aok
i Ak Aok
165+ Sersational ewilLesLyour Ve of ot Ak A% %
196 +Turboct e useability. ght thrill Jok Aol s
134 +lt'sanaffordable Italianiish) sports car- Lacks Italian brio e et
50 +An at&'ﬂaﬁwsﬂdﬂv Napgy roadster-A Boxster s better fot .00

sponsive- Noticeably the junior F-fype

volse, peri Justaiiity -Expensh
+ mesncsmm VB-Loses sporting gound oits main foes

130F 0901 46UZ500  Iii%g 296 48 B5
lerfF I '?4 &5000 54245500  SEAS00  IF2Hg 3 44 - = M‘E + Lowd and mad; most exciting Jagin years - thasa.*sutmrmsrmwwmyeavs
1a3| . 261/6400 31 00 I
IM
KTM. 24 38 - = 7+ Mad uality feel er and pricier nyou
Lotus Bise Spart 134/6300 | TG/4400  BSBkg 190 65 - B &7 +15litre Elisels light anafantastic - Smaller engine could put sumeuﬂ
Letus Elise Sprint. 134/6800  T4/4400  830kg I8 62 - - 127 +Eveniighterversh Il Cestyou nearly £200 perkilo saved
BAAO00  O0Gke 24 40 - - S

Lotus Elise Sport 220 _+Epicgipand pace-A bitshorton creature comforts
i of W i

Racer B4/ z
Lotis Eise SChib Racer 217/65)8 lB4/2600  G0SKg 244 46
Latus EiseR
Lofus ElseSC (L zmmo TG00 Gokg 254 46
Lotus Efse 5 B0kg 18 61 63
1S ) &g (W7 51 0 - Bl
Zekg 180 54 - - 120 v OneofourfieS2Bises- Brakesneed morebiteandpedalfesl  dedcdedok

1223000 i.?fkg fé&

61

+Amogemeiassc- Atad impractical?
+An -

75 45 45 25 16 +Hadcoreroad-racer.
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; B - . ; — £ = £ . E § £
WORRIED ABOUT : e f o5 PhkL
; \ ! 7 MAIE MOOEL EEN = E = [EY2: 2 3 evomm
‘ ; i = MaseratiGranCabrioSpert AR L4000 NGO TeOky 28 50 - - T +looks,performance, Bk Rk e
MasenliGenCaroe WSD_ CI0400 i (sa7onn @ i 36 49 Gran
MazdahcS 15 (M) 800 :

Mazda MX-520 SEOI’t Nav (Mka)

WI/AG00  1000kg |

161
154

N 00T
09IF 0509
QI7F '9%-05

If your car goes wrang, you could be faced with wallet busting repair bills. Not to mention the hassle of

RE W
dealing with the garage and being without your mator for days, or even weeks on end, f_gg_‘
oaTF

NaF

et

@ MONEY An award-winning car repair plan from Warrantywise gives you total peace of mind when your
car goes bang! All of our plans include car hire, hotel & onwards travel expenses as well as recovery as

) &/3082  460/6000
V3082 540/5750
4

4857100

1505k 20
1600!@

188
196

AN AMGGT with added fresh air- Ride and handling go slightly ta pieces on UKroads
+As above butwith more shove - Road noise can get wearing on lorg journeys
La

standard. You can also take your car to any VAT registered garage in the UK or Europe for repairs!
‘ POSIT)
‘ R

Prices start from just £19 per month. Best of all its been k|
designed by matoring consumer champion, Quentin Willsan, o

Dezignad by Quentin Willson

i

AWARD
WINNING

IO 1660kg (3 £aupeNipia
31140 T + Quirky, characterful, brillant - Can beccrme a two-wheekr ifyou push too hard

QUENTIN WILLSON'S VIDEO GUIDE il ! Margan3Whesler

: ’ MorganPlus§ WIF  £85460 M0Oks' 334 &5 - - 155 +Hilarious mixof oldooks and new mechenicak - Refinementisdefintel cld-schod *k kA
Watch as metoring expert, Quantin Willson, explains the 7 1 Movgan Plus 85peedster 4 0 1000kg* 368 42 - - 1B+ Fantastic olctschoolioadlster experience-Getsunettied by bighumps only60 weremace s o t*t t x
benafits of a used car warranty ! i Morgandero8  W05F  £04665  A/4] ] “Awkward-lockingrear
il MOh D 0 BGRDN X
Wateh Quentin’s Video Guide . Ni M3IF -4
www.warrantywise.co.uk/guide ° - : Porsche 118 Bowster 24D 44758  4/1088  206/6500  280/IS0  1335kg 225 51 - - WD i Chassisasgood asever - Fourcyliderstuncless cinw ol be hard to e with
Porsche 118 Boxster S 220F 653716 42407 3456500 3W0A0  T355kg 290 4G 44 08 + Stllsensationally capable - Turbo four-cylirder enginelacks appealof the ok flak-sk
Pors f ) 500 DIk 202 5 Tiooks better than the 067 Baxs eabout e electrics *

sy Al 4 s i

T SecondgenBaxsters
+ Lighter more ariver-centiic Boxster - Collapse

4§+ Aoded power aver the non-S Boxster fs seductive - Very It

4 i _— B20kg (200 57 - - b

J : a kgt 3 A& - - + Our 201 Track Car of the Year, andit's foad-egal- wa::ew’mwr.m:pwam: KAk k&
2 0800 ']21 4770 GeDkgt 68 A2 - - + Held the Nordscheife road recordfoy elght years! - Convincing people it roadlegal e ek e
Renculf SportSpider 23F %600 &M MAGOO0 | 364500 U0kg 7 65 - - + Rarity, unassisted steering - Heavier e disapponting engine A A

Rolls-Rayce Dawn 22D  £264000 1276502 250 5191500  2560kg 223 = 155 +Effortkss drivingexperience - Drwnmcrwememnotannwty e Ak 4

Tojoia MR2 (Mk3) 18F 00 54400 Orkg Ml B+ Tightlines tau dynaimics- Mnimallggage Aok &

TVRTamora O70F 0107 off *k A

Chimaeras.0 QOFF 903 7+ Gorgeous noise, tarmac-tipolng grunt A

088F 020 + The car thatmace TVR. Culfstatus- Mere detals *okek
TVRGHfith 500 Q00F 030 - + Gruffdiamond A fewicugh eoges ke o
Vawhalvxz20 023F  00-0% - + Absurdly good Vauxhal- The baciger A Ak
R Vauhall VX220 Trbo 066 F T N0 WEES00 | 18471950 or e money - Margial everytiay Usabiity (20008
Vuhios 220F S0005 42000 2855600  3W/3000 7eske 405 37 - - 52+ Impressive paceand qualy - Youcanget amore thilsfrom aCaterhamat haff e price A A s
T'he one stop Exotic & s Car Specialist, @W TemsES 24F  £30505 41990 25077000 | 2052500  T2Skgt 350 40 42 - + Neutralard expleitabl - Frescriptive halance AAAK

Cace No other car ramps compare to the Race ucts,
Race Ramps are practically indestructible while also being
extremely lightweight. Because of their unigue construc-
tion, they will not slide across a garage fioot dig into an
tanmac driveway, o scratch or otherwise damage a ce-
ment or painted ficor. They can be used on grass, sand,
oralimost any other flat surface, and they will never rust.

COUPES / GTs

o Lightweight DUR CHOICE BEST OF THE REST
:hc[!‘\gszrgﬂfe é BMW M4 Competition Package. It's taken awhileto get there, but the The Porsche 911 Carrera GTS (left) - in two-wheel-drive, manual spec - is the pick of
@ Strong (" Competition Packageis the car the M should have been fromthe start. the Carreras, but the basic 911 Carreraand Carrera$ runit close. The Audi RS5 has an

- Less spiky, more trustworthy, and above all fast and fun, it feels like it has
== = beendeveloped withthe driver's best interests at heart.

impressively wide bandwidth of abilities, as dees the Bentley Continental GT and the
LotusExige and Evora continue tooffer sublime handling in all their guises.

For more info please phone 0345 470 2007 or
e-mail: sales@autosportproducts.co.uk
www.autospo ucts.co.uk

FB: Race Ramps at Auto Sport Products

ZU‘JF ‘5!505 1742 236000  258/2200  800kg' 260 45 - =

345/4000 tn.0.0.4

ek ok

swwsnn  BeSg 21 46 - -
15k

—_—

www WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

307300 K
G40/T300

A 5o Maitin ¥ Vs vantage .3)

hkk
ke sl
 okkokok
Erered

Aok ok
ek s e

VB Vantage (4.7

12/5035 S563/6650  45W/G500  1665kg 344 30 - -
T SR 42050 ks W8 &7 44 07

000 46Y5500  I65kg 384 15 - =

nfage
+ The GT3-5tyie Vantage we walted S0 long for - Only iDG wemaa'e

Asmn M?ftm Vantage GTi2

AstonMartin DEIT VA AL 000 4982000 TeOke 200 40 - - + Potent and characterfulengine; sharper chassis than VIZ- Dowestilneed theVIZZ Ak ko
AstonMarin BN 2SF0ETON0 S04 GOUSOD SWK0 ISkg  $5 30 40 &1 200+ Aneceln GT-Suffes noutigh lading s s Kok
Aston Martin D89 GT 26D BT 1275035 54046750  45W/5B00  TBSkg 307 45 - - + More power, stll has bags of character - Needs an

AstonMartin D80 IBF D&% 2505 5076500 4575500 ] IMskg 200 46 - = + A great start to Gaydon-era Astons - Aufomatic gearbax could be quicker ok ke d
 re-builds, less;s repairs. Crash repairs, Fabrication of absolete Body Aston Martin D85 J2F 0T /S5 SIS0 4204 - Bl I0EN0DUS EngiNe. gearbox L vay  kkkka
| panels in Alloy Steel, Carbon Kevlar, Interior Trim york, Concours winaing AU TT2.0 TFSI (MKS) 204F £306BS  4/1084 074500  273/16S0  130kg BB 60 - - +Desirable. grippy and effortiessly quick - Stil not the lastword ininteraction P T T
AudiTT2.0 TFSl guattro (Mk3) 2030 53459 41084 ZIU4500 731600 133 1335kg w53 - = + Looks. interior, decent per L: olvement A Aok
Paintwork, Eﬂpwk;;mthmﬂ = ng:l‘s::; i::;e :,f;::: nuri Hybrid Turbos and P L C — ———0F om0 W S0 2 o Lid per Earid hendl
Z30F  S52100 2480 304/5850 34
: i : . TS K BE a0 =
00440 208 941 3510 141, Molesey Avenue, Wesl Molesey, Surey KTBZRY ATTRS (MG IS8F 00 52480 54400 3320600 73

| Email: sales@woodfordtrallers.com oL us now 01327 263 384 AU TTAS Al (Mi2) 1650 127% 52480 355/5500

08I0 05-05 &M U500 6700 o I3 57 - -

168 www.evo.co.uk www.evo.co.uk 169
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Pineham Farm , Milton Keynes MK19 7DP

ScratchShield”

bucketl filter system

g

©

* Prevents scratches & swirls

+ Keeps your water cleaner

* Adjusts to fit most buckets

* Protects your sponge/mitt
from dirt, grit & debris

+ Lifetime Guarantee

ONLY available
from GOOD car
accessory retailers

Tel 0845 5820285
sales@scratchshield.co.uk

FREE guide to scratch
free washing

from our website:
www.scratchshield.co.uk

Specialist Car
Insurance

Adrian Flux know how much you love
your car, that's why we are dedicated
to finding you a policy, tailor-made to
your own personal requirements and
driving history. Call us foday for a free,
no obligation guote!

0800 085 5000

adrianflux.co.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

170 www.evo.co.uk

HIGH PERFORMANCE
INSURANCE

Benefits available can include:

M FREE Legal Cover W Limited Mileage Discounts
W Breakdown Cover H Modifications Cover

H EU Cover B Club Member Discounts
M Imports Cover W Track Day Cover

(]

[+]

The Knowledge

f . g2 I § 5 EEGELE
g ¢ B2 : 5 B §oEEIo:z
MAKE 5 MIDEL 2 £ =2E = = = <8 ZE ZE 3 EBVDwe
Audi 55 23F  £ATHTS 62005 3405400 36071370 l6lSkg 20 47 - N 155 +C mitment... ..but doesnt offer a challenge. Plain engine. too Jedede dede
AudiRSS 0F  £RI000 B/2804  A44/STO0 44271000  650kg 73 30 36 00 155 +Lighter quicker makes greenpaintlook good - Lacks the character of the old Vi Aedok Ao
AudRSS 206F  T0-76  BAIG3 4448250 4000 kg 283 45 - e 55 +Bi Oroved Chassis - Lack oF suspension travel nconsistentsteering ok ot
AuatR8 V8. 200F 0715 BAl63  L24/7000 3500 1560kg 276 46 &1 99 188 A i< atapice ok ke
Eentley Continental GT 243D ENSGJ00 12/5050 626/5000  6R4A1350  6Okg 293 37 - = 207 +Astonishing agllity for such a big. heavy car - Thirst L85
Bentiey Continental GT V8. eF 121 83003 500/6000 487100 2220kg 220 48 - = 188 +A proper ahivers' Bentley with ckcent ecanomy - W2 suddenlyseems polntiess oo
Bentley Continental 6T VES 204F BT 83003 5216000  S0X/IT00  2220kg 238 45 - = 192+ Aneven beffer alivers'Bentley - Vast weight makes ifs presence felfin harder driving e J e
Bentley Continental 6T 520 037 12/5008 567/6000  SI6/I00  2%Rg 267 45 - o 108 +Near 200mphinutter comfort - Weight; Wi2's thirst ek ke
Beniley Continenial GT Speed 2300 W 1275998 620/2000 2xEsg 28 4l - 3 206 +Desirabiity meets exclusivityand performance - We'd still have the V8 Fokohokk
Bentiey Contnental SUpersports D T /5008 700/6000 7502050 220%g 33 35 - - 200 +Massiveperformance, upTISnglyaghe - Stylngand sounctrack farfrom descieet Jedede kel
Bentley Continenial GT3-R 2030 %-T 83093 572/6000 51800 2 274 = 8 IR0 +Thebest-handlingContinental of its generation - Expensiver It stil weighs 2120kg he o s
BMW I-séries M Coupe 188F -] 6/207 3355900 3647500  HdSkg 228 = 3 155 +Character fuibo pace andgreat looks - Came and went foo quick. i e K A
BMW M240iCoupe m - - 155  +Adjustableand plerty of fun- Lacks finesse and precision ek ke
BMWM235 Coupe 2% 27 B+ 1t ain, chasss iooks, size - Limitectsiip diffls anoplion, not standard ok ke
BWW M2 28 - 155 progressive chassis halance than the M. selsunsettied onrough tammac ek
BMW 4400 MSport Coupe 233F  £43430 6/2008  32W/5500 a2 = 155 +AImost-too-powerfulengine - Does't feelspecial enough todrive e dede e
AW Mé 28F  £9365 62019 4255500 = 2 155 +Ferociously fast- A handful anless-than-perfect or less-than-bone-dry mads Fokokkod

NI W& Competition Package OF  [A2080 62070 444/TO00 44 G2 15  +ThecartheMéahvays should have been- Notso good on 20inwheels KAk kA
BMW M4 CS - - W4+ Thefirst Méyou could enjoy on any road, inany conditions - It air't cheap Hedok hed
BMWMLGTS % 27 80 Mo onlesser M4s- Soft shouldbe givenits price ek
BMWM3 (F92) 43 03 15 +Fendsoffaflofitstivats... - .except the cheaperi-series MCoupe gk
BMWMIGTS (E2) - - 10 +Hihlyexcuse aneof themost focused-cars ever -Good kucktryingto ndone ke ked
AW (EL6) 51 23 ES  +OneofihebestBMWSever Rumer-upin eColy 2001 - Sightly arfificial steerng feel ok deh
BMWM2 CS(E46) = = 155 +CSLdynamics without CSL orice- Looks iike the standardcar e 7 7 e
BMWMI CSL(EL6) 53 Lo B il syperb - Ci single-clufch bax are... .. bit.. skiggish aBaRaBal,
BMW M3 Froltion (E36) 3NFTE00 54 128 158 +Perfarmance image- Neverquite as goodasthe E30 g
BMWM3 (E30) 2126750 67 78 M +ThebestM-car ever- Priceshave gof ouf ofhand Je ek ok
MW ZE M Coupe T30 - 55 +A realivers' cai - You ve gof fobe prepared o get stuckin ek A
EMWHM Catpe < - B +Quickandcharacterti - Lacks inesse o e
EMW Mé (F13) 155 +Mighty abilty. pace, technology - You'llwant the CompetitionPackage upgrade. too e e e
AMWMS (E63) Aok
BMWi2 Aok kg
Chevrolet Camaro /28 Hodokokok
Chevrolet Corvette Stirgray (C7) ZE0/6000 %4 04 180 +Performance, chassis balance, supple fide - Bady controlcould be better ek dh A
Chevrolet Carvette 206 (C7) 65076000 - B 106+ Mind-bogging raw speedt surprisingly sophisticated - Edgywhen really pushed kA
Ford Mustang 2.3EcoBoost 313/3500 = 155 +Ninety per cent as good as the VA -Missing tenper centis what makes theMustarg et
FordMustang SOVAGT 410/6500 48 Ta nd drive - Comesundone on rougher roads & s 44
Honda ntegia Type R (0C2) 000 ke A
Infiniti Q605 Sport 30T he A i
Jaguar F-type Coupe 2.0 14 300P% J06/5500 ~ - 15 i Tubofour-cylinder engine sounds gocd - But ftlacks top-endverve ———
Jaguar F-typeCoupe 306 340PS 33/6500 - = 161+ Drop-clead locks, brillant chassks, desitabiity - Engine ks top-end fight Tk kA
Jaguar F-type Coupe 3.0 V6 350P5 6500 i & m +Exquisite style. mere rewarding (and affordable) than roadster- Scrappy onthelimit ek sk &
Jaguar F-typeR Coupe AND 542/6500 35 a1 185 +Better than the rear-drive Rin the wet - Less ivolving in the dry Aok
Jaguar F-type SVR Coupe E57/6500 - - 200 +Amarginallybetter drivethanthe AVD R - Not by enoughto justify the extraoutiay e e
Jaguar F-type R Coupe (WD) 54276500 = - 185 +Looks presence. k- Bumpy I 22
Jaguar XKR S0V6000 - B +Fastand Incredibly rewarding Jag- TheKds wilbaie fostay at home F T T e
Jaguar XKR-S 542/6000 = ! +Fasteranciwier than reguiar XKR - e F-type R Coupe e
LexusRCF 47076400 - - 168 +(Greatlooks. noise. sense of occasion- Too heavy to be truly excifing. h Aok ok
Lexus LC 500h 3% = = 168 +Excellent comfort and refinement; finechassis - Hybrid system hurts the funfactor  Hrdeie
Lexus LC 500 LI0TI00 168+ Glorious engine, rewarding chassis for a GT car - Numb steering. messy ergonomics Ak A
Lotus port 250 A T000 o withwastly improved gearshift- Stillnot easyto get intoand cut of A Ao e
Lotus Exige Sport 350 376700 8 ense, absorbing and brilliantly capabl Feddehd

e Cup 380 /B0 175 +Anabsolute riot; feels worth the high price tag - Limedbuld numbers FAk kA

e Cup 430 430/7000 = = 180 +TheulimateExige - Eritcheap Aok kok
LofusExige 5(46) 2457000 - - IR0 +Breathtaking road-racer; ourjont 2012 Car of the Year - Gearshiff nof thesweetest ik kk
LotusExige 5(52) 2i8/7800 930K = % 148+ Lightwelght withahefty | S Aok ok
LotusExige (S1) 02800 14t = - D6 +Looksandgoesikean Elselacer- Afad lacking nvernerent Tk Ak
Lotus Evora 400 4007000 - - 186 +Evoraexcitement levels take aleap- Gearbax still nat perfect: punchy pricing Fedok hed
Lotus Evora Sport 410 I0/7000 - - 100 +Even lighter and sharper Evora- Ergine and gearbox behind the best at this price Ackk
Lotus Bvora G430 43077000 5 = 00+ Genuinerace-car feel onthe road - [tain't cheap; just 60 being mare ok
LotusEvora 2400 36 36 162 «Sublme e and hanaling, Qur 2009 Car of the Year- TheEvora s ekokdek
LofysEvoras J45/7000 " faster anabetfer Bvora -Bul ane wiich spars with the Porsche 91T Ak ok k
Maserati GranTurismo Sport 454/7000 = = 185 +A real sense of occasionto drive; wonderful engine - Rather fong inthe tecth .
Maserati GranTurismoMC 454/7000 Z = 167 +Asabovebutwith knobs on- Those knobs don't make it feelany younger Fedokohrt
Maserall GranTurismo 309700 55 27 W7 +Shriking. accomplished GT -Doesn’ soike the pulse ke an Aston or O gk e
Maseratl GranTunismoMC Stradile 454/7000 = = 188 +Brifant biendofroad racerand GT -Gearbox takes a iftle getting used fo Jedede ke
MazdaRX-8 2R/1308 2288200 65 164 18 +Nevermindthe quirkiness it a great ciive- Warer-thin irque autout: thirsty Fokokeoked
Mercedes-AMGCA3 4Matic Coupe 6/2006 35175500 prr) = = 155 +Fastandinstilled with arealsense of qualty - Not enough emphasis on fun Aok i

N
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OUR CUSTOMERS DEMAND
A DIFFERENT LEVEL OF PERFORMANCE...

FUNDING FOR PRESTIGE, SPORTS & CLASSIC CARS.

-"Efrsc e
OFFICIAL VEHICLE
FINANCE PARTNER

OFFICIAL VEHICLE
FINANCE PARTNER

08450 944 997 | www.oraclefinancé.co.uk

PLEASE NOTE: WE ARE A CREDIT BROKER AND NOT A LENDER. This means we act Independently :hroudh aAwlde range of lenders to offer a broad and competitive
cholce of products and solutions. Oracle Asset Finance Is not afflllated to any motor manufacturer. Please contactus for an Individual finance quotation on any prestige or sports car.
Finance & terms are subject to status. UK residents only. Oracle Asset Finance Limited Is authorised and regiilated by the Financlal Conduct Authorlty for the sale of consumer credit.
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HALL 7 - STAND 7410

T1TH - 14TH JANUARY
AT THE NEC, BIRMINGHAM

3esTSOLUTIONS

FOR EVERY DEMAND ‘

KN his hydanlic
i systesm

KN eoitenver KN e

spring kits

STREET COMFORT

THE PERFECT SUSPENSION :

S W6 G

KW automotive UK Ltd
Phone: 01634 255506
eMall: info@KWautomotive.co.uk

www_KWautomotive.co.uk

wwwMediaTelbiz
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ISSUE NO.
PACE
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evuee
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503/5500

BHP/TON

+ Mouthy

ingmect

- Light steering hefty

Mercedes-AMG C63 S Coupe (W205) SIe/750
M 442/5000

2006 328/5200

Q6208 50076800 §66/§250
35

Jraorqg

269

30,680 &/5461  5TH/S500

196
155+ Quicker, leaner.

155+ Shamperlooks. improved ride, extvathmls Er\g\r\elackssnarkle

Nesan3s0Z IF 020 096800 2044800 [k M5 56 55 140  Huge un and et e foo- Musclecar b ol reverjons
NissanGT-R 207V} 247F  £A2505 /3090 566800 4T0/3600  Wokg 326 27 - - . muchimproved inferior. still fast - Feels a touch less alert
3 20D 04525 300 5616800 41073600  WaSkg 30 21 - =
2%F  EBI5I5 W99 S0Z/6800  4BVI00  Wikg 340 27 - =
2BF - GOM9  M6400  466/300 17207@_'3;6_'27 Z 75
205F 1476 6379 800 4813200 | T ER
E T ¢ - -

0 1740k

2

1560k8

180 48

41508 2666000 zgmw

250k

21 4
B 5T

7 4088 20WES00  290/050 kK -
472407 345/6500  310/1900 1355kg 250 46 44 -
500 g 7 _10 £ W5
3 T =
5/208'\_3654’6500 JZZ/VUG -
PoschedliCaneraGTs(0912)  23F 05705 2031  AGA/e500 4060 Kaokg 3 41 - - 13 - +\nrear<1mecaupefanna1tswerytnmamlsn—uumne NotallGT 55 a7 rear die coupes uua;
Poismegfit‘mems(gdm 00F 125 63800 304/700  324/5600 v4rj»g 283 45 43 05 188 +ACareawith upercarpace L Hecrms:eermrwsrrg@ommm feiied
0911) DF 63800 304/700  304/5600 | n = B

B

2270

2090
050 SOVIE00 60k 260 46
W04 | EVEL00  Uitkg | -
WP GAD 40008 ToU7000  ISVBAO0 ik 59
237F B b 2
097F 0507 =
Of6F 0507 | = -
S QB4F G I 44 50 160+ o
VW ScioccoGT20 TSI/ GTS BSF 26050 4/I085  Z7AS00 258500 Ttk 18 65 - &
VW ScioccoR 2000 $30600 &/1084  TIE/B000  258/2500  1426kg 167 - - 15+ Greatengine grown-up dynamics- Perhapsalittia oo grown-up for some Xk ke
M INC g;\g’ nn
UUP HUA HU
OUR CHOICE BEST DF THE REST

Andit's faster than a Plon track, too. An electrifying experience.

203F  £102005 15035 568/6650

465/5500

MeLaren 7205. The locks take alittle getting used to, but there's no arguing
with the driving ex perience, which blends scalpel-sharp precision with mind-
boggling pace and suspension that works with the road to make it all useable.

Tatkg

3 38

The Ferrari 488 GTB has a spectacular turbocharged Ve and the chassis ta explait
it.while the Lamborghini Hurac &n Performante (Jeft) counterswith arip-roaring
naturally aspirated V10, The Lambo'srelative, the AudiR8 V10.is a corking entry-level
supercar, and the latest Porsche 911 GT3s as great to drive as they have always been,

201+ Much better than the DBSit succeeds, espacially in 2015MY form - IWs noFemrari FI2 - s ok 4 s ot

CIBF C0%0 o LTI
ToF 52077000 42,

E
kg

B 35
%8

[ EEW
%

+ No\se. jpoise, drama and chan - Not as rounded as the DB
fhes fal i

e wmz zsa/wooim
£ 3

1
BOF BT
LWIREGT le0F  10-2
AudiRELMX 208F &
BMW M loF -8
Bugatti Chiron 25F  ci25m
B IE - 0FT
Bugatti Veyron 164 Super Sport JSIE T 5§+ Wasonce te wornals Fastestsupercar -Limitectto 258mph forus meve mortals
Bugatt Veyron Grand Sport Vitesse A - 25 Wastheworid's fastest convertiie - Linted fo 256mph for us merer marta!s
] O78F G- '05
7 IIEE‘WA 0
CHLAT &3000
0475 8407 “62/?000 ] 202+ + An asteundl

15

ar ol
106+ + Just brlkant -Didn’ youreadheps pant?
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FROM THE MAKERS OF
LAND ROVERMONTHLY

HOW TOIMPROVE, REPAIR, MAINTAIN, MODIFY - AND SAVE £££S!

00OV

SPONSORED BY

(FOLEY)

B THE PERFECT WORKSHOP B CHASSIS SWAP B SOFT TOP SWAP SP | ST
B SUSPENSION UPGRADE M BUYING GUIDES + LOADS MORE... VEHICLES

ONSALENOW
Available from WH Smith or Amazon

The Knowledge

MAKE & MODEL
Ferari 430 Scuoeria
e

e GTCALUSSD

Feran6i2 Scaghetti
FerariLaFerari.
FerrariErzo
Femafif50_
FenanF0_
FordGT_

Koa)ﬁsqgﬁgeraﬁ? s
Koenigsegs CCXR Editio
LambarghiniH

LamborghiniHuracan Performante.
Lambo/grwm: allaitoLP560-4

Lamhorgmm Bventadorsy
Lamborghini Murciélago LP640

McLaren 5705 Splder
Mc Laren! EJOGT

PegamZaﬂdaF

Pagamzuudacr'q.epmttm
9NGT3(9912)

012

Porsche GG T3 {991, iﬁ

POiS"PJeQHGYJPS(NF I

RuFCTR Ya‘fo wwd‘

g

E BV ause
98 SuccessfuFlfechnokgy ranspiant - Liestoshautabaut ek kk
g3 Hat kA Ak
86 Ak ko

83 Aok ok

M Ovar uahversonyouvexpemalmns Hotaclassic neguty
JDE'\ qUick steertng is an acquired taste

Ttk
530k

0 G500
1347500 0IVE000
TATI0 | &

G3VE000

216,000

T575kat
575kg?
T525kg*
Fbé.ikg'

s
0611

56X/T500 445000
S62/7500  443/5000

__443/5000
o

N
ol tEveanm_funand engagement than hard-top 5705 - ndustrialenginenote
+Blurs the fine 05 is more involing

i aprce h

GE6/N00 !
668700

05t single-minde
il blisteringly fast: a

T620k8
550k
160k
Togke*

Gi4/B000

Aok Ak
Sokokokok
Ak t*

63966 460/5050 ,Arme;\ggm Wecan' aflalive msrerannom
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TRACK TIMES

© = new this month. Red denotes the car Is the fastestIn Its class on that track

ANGLESEY COASTAL CIRCUIT
LENGTH 1.55 miles
Cur Laptime Issueno. YouTube
jrerid 22 B
‘adical W.YE TUHm:nuUlTleEs[ coupe) 110, + s
McLaren P1ion Pirelll P Zero Trofea R tyres) { fastest supercar) 111 fes
cLaren7205 . 24: fes
uscmmaSpyder 12, es
s
28 es
McLare: 228 s
ischell GT3(091.2) 236 jes
orsche il GI3RS (611 - s
ische 0N TurboS (091.1) - Yes
Ferran 458 Speciale 193 Yes
lcLaren 5705 5 Yes
wsche 911 Turbo (9911 210 Yes
Aston Mai Mamn Vantage GTI2 116.0 24 Yes
1169 ] Yes
<-AM [ 210 Yes
Porsche 9T Carrera (9911) 7.8 % ‘Yes
Porsche Cayman (981) 118.9 209 -
1191 ] -
1101 200 -
E 181 22 Yes
B M4 o2 199 Yes.
EMWIB 194 20 -
HordaCuc TypeR (FK2) 1195 212 -
Renatltspor 1196 22 -
EWIW M5 Competitin Pack (FIOM) (fastest sabon) 17 = Yes.
Audi RBVE (M) 1201 201 -
B MI351 1204 22 -
Hissan 02 Hismo 1205 200 -
i BEDFORD AUTODROME WEST CIRCUIT
LENGTH 1.8 miles (reconfigured May 2015: earlier times not comparable)
BM"JMa Competition Package (FB2, 207 MY (fastest coupe) 1234 240 =
2 Fornen Gl Cuaciifoglio { fstest saloon . 23 =
‘”\ Golf GTI Clubsport S (fastest het hatch) I 25 3
EAT Leon Cuy {onoptional M =
Ford Focus RS (M. onstandard tyres) 26, 241 -
SEAT Leon Cupra 300 241 -
Ford Flesta ST Mountune : 23 =
Wazdal/iX-5201 Sooit (MKA) (Tastest sports car] F = Yes
Toyota G186 {fastest coupe) 20 2 Yes
BLYTON PARK OUTER CIRCUIT
LENGTH 16 miles
SR fastest sportscar) 5 -
alP){CTu\l:oifa(m ST Coupe) 3 Yes
Meno 89 =
Farsche 811 GT2 RS (997 2) (fastest sLpercar) 04 Yes
Forsche o GT2 (%11 5 Yes
Catertian Seven ceok [ -
Nissan GT-RNIsma 205 Yes
Mercedes 5LS AMG Black Seres 204 Yes
PasamHuayra w =
MeLaren2C 87 -
3l R 189 -
Anel Aom 35310 189 -
AudiR&VIO Pl {MKT] - Ves
Porsche Cayman GT4 22 s
Lotus Exige 5 (V6) il -
Forsche on Camera(2911) 77 -
Chevroket Camaro 2/28 220 Ves
Forszhe 011 GT3(987) = Yoo
Porsche Boxster 5 (981) T =
- Yes
189 -
Caterham Seven 4200 220 Yes
Nuhlos 220 Yes
ZemsE0S 24 =
il -
Fenauf=port MEgane 275 Tmuw [faste=t hot hatch) 05 Ves
SEATLeon Cupra 280 Subg 20 =
BMW 2351 = Yes
Ml John Cooper Works GP (RS6 181 =
RmmksnmNEgana R26R ) 3 81 -
VW Galf GTI Performarce Pack (MK} 103 102 .
128 mw =
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THE ULTIMATE

FERRARI FIX

i 11 AT 1T

ZO |ES“RISS!\ WJAD TR!P
‘ ZINE Tothe 53
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ISSUE 2 OUT NOW

SUBSCRIBE AND GET THE
FIRST TWO ISSUES FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

ENZO-MAGAZINE.CO.UK
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FINAL FRAME

Alpine Adventure

N N NG

Date: Thu 28 June - Tue 03 July, 2018
E£2500 per car (2 people). Offer price
s until 1/1/18. Normal price £2800

2000 mile, 6-day road tour

What's Included

“_ | * Return Eurotunnel crossings

* 5 nights luxury accommodation

“~ | * Buffet breakfasts

* Guide to the best driving roads in the Alps

* Tickets to the Italian F1 GP

* Helicopter flight over the Cote d'Azur
(£300 supplement per person)

* Completion of event group dinner at
Challes-les-Eaux

* Reunion track day in the UK

* All for 2 people

S~ ~— v Ny

Date: Sat 13 - Sat 20 October, 2018
£4800 per car (2 people). Offer price
until 1/1/18. Normal price £5300

MCLAREN SENNA

McLaren rev lat [timat model this month, the £75
dividing opinion, it hasr of site function-led design

178 www.evo.co.uk

2000 mile, 6-day road tour

What's Included

.] * Return Eurotunnel crossings

* 5 nights luxury accommodation

)| » Buffet breakfasts

| * Guide to the best driving roads in the Alps

» Tickets to the Austrian F1 GP

* Nurburgring lap pass

| * Nurburgring high speed taxi ride in Jaguar F-type
* SVR race car (£250 supplement per person)

* Completion of event group dinner at Nurburg
* Reunion track day in the UK
* All for 2 people

ltalian Grand Tour

Date: Fri 31 Aug - Wed 05 Sept, 2018

E£2500 per car (2 people). Offer price
until 1/1/18. Normal price £2800

Great Western Run

| 2000 mile, 1-week road tour

What's Included

| * Return direct flights

= Rental of a Ford Mustang/Chevy Camaro/Dodge
Challenger

] * Vehicle insurance

* Sat Nav rental

* 7 nights luxury accommodation

» Buffet breakfasts

+ Helicopter flight over the Grand Canyon
(£300 supplement per person)

* Admission to shooting range & firearm rental in
El Paso

* Reunion track day in the UK

= All for 2 people

To book call 01302 743827 or visit www.circuit-days.co.uk
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